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ARCHIVE JOINS CENTER 

UNDER LC 

REORGANIZATION 

The Archive of Folk Song and the 
American Folk.life Center have been 
officially joined into one administra
tive body as part of a major reorgani
zation effort underway at the Library 
of Congress. The affiliation of the two 
offices went into effect July 31. 

The Archive of Folk Song was estab
lished within the Library of Congress 
on July 1, 1928, and since that time 
was a section of the Music Division. 
The new affiliation with the Folk.life 
Center brings together all aspects of 
folklife activity in the Library of Con
gress under the newly-created office 

_
of the Associate Librarian for National 
Programs. 

The Archive will continue its acqui
sitions and reference and reader service 
activities in the fields of folklife and 
ethnomusicology. The personnel of 
the Archive, which includes Joseph C. 
Hickerson, Head, Gerald E. Parsons, 
Jr., Reference Librarian, and Patricia 
M. Markland, Indexer-Secretary, will
remain the same.

T he Center and Archive have 
worked in close cooperation in the 
past and look forward to serving 

researchers, scholars, and the general 
public more effectively by operating as 
one administrative body. 

ARCHIVE OF FOLK SONG 

CELEBRATES 50TH 

ANNIVERSARY 

The Library of Congress is plan
ning a symposium in celebration of 
the Archive of Folk Song's 50th 
anniversary. The event will take 
place November 16 at the Library 
and will include presentations and 
discussions on the history of the 
Archive and its contributions to the 
cultural life of the nation. Partici
pants will include individuals who 
have been involved with the 
Archive's development and activi
ties since its establishment within 
the Library of Congress in July 
1928. In addition to the sympo
sium, there will be an exhibit, an 
evening program, and other com
memorative activities. Attendance 
at the symposium will be by invita
tion only, but the evening program 
will be open to the public. For fur
ther information contact the Amer
ican Folklife Center, Library of 
Congress, Washington, D.C. 20540, 
(202) 426-6590.

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 

RELEASES BLACK FOLK 

MUSIC ALBUM 

A new long-playing record released 
by the Library of Congress focuses on 
the traditional black music of north
western Mississippi-an area celebrated 
as William Faulkner's Yoknapatawpha 
County. The album, entitled Afro
American Folk Music from Tate and 
Panola Counties, Mississippi, contains 
14 vocal and instrumental selections 
recorded over a period of 30 years. 
Fol klorist  and ethnomusicologist 
David Evans edited the volume. 

The album documents the distinc
tive musical tradition and style of the 
"Hill Country," a region in Tate and 
Panola Counties located east of Choc
taw Ridge and the Delta. The music is 
intricately tied to the social life of the 
community, performed primarily at 
churches, picnic grounds, and "juke 
joints" in the country. It h;i.s a strong 
instrumental emphasis and is generally 
played with accompaniment. The per
formers use a wide variety of instru
ments, including the "bow diddley" (a 
taut wire attached to an exterior build
ing wall), quills (panpipes made from 
cane), guitar, banjo, fiddle, bass and 
snare drums, and a number of impro-
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DIRECTOR'S COLUMN 

Maintaining a balance between pre
sentation and celebration on the one 
hand, and research and analysis on the 
other, has proved one of the most 
challenging perennial problems for 
students of folklore and folklife. Our 
subject is deeply evocative to our 
fellow citizens, and there is always a 
tendency to extract from folklore its 
visible and energetic aspects-a festival, 
a concert, a media presentation-while 
letting the necessary texture of sus
tained research languish. 

With this historic dilemma in mind, 
folklorists can note with satisfaction 
the successful 12th annual Festival of 
American Folklife at the Smithsonian 
Institution this fall. The festival in 
recent years has increasingly been inte
grated with the museums of the Smith-

sonian. That integration augurs well 
for the day when folklore and folklife 
will participate fully in "the increase 
and diffusion of knowledge" which 
forms the mission of that great na
t ional inst i t ution. The growing 
museum and research functions for 
folklore and folklife also produce a 
healthy counterbalance to the living 
festival presentations with which folk
life had come to be associated at the 
Smithsonian. The trend is most wel
come. 

Balancing presentation and celebra
tion with research and analysis pre
sents an even greater challenge in the 
missions of the two national endow
ments which assist the arts and the 
humanities. The National Endowment 
for the Arts and the National Endow
ment for the Humanities both have 
grant-bestowing authority on behalf of 
American folk culture. Through that 
authority they are able both to nour
ish and, indirectly, to shape the long
term direction  of  o ur field's 
development. 

To fulfill its folk cultural charge 
more effectively, the Arts Endowment 
inaugurated its Folk Arts Program in 
1974. That program has prospered, 
and through its funds and its profes
sional staff and panel guidance it has 
had a valuable impact upon the field. 
Its impact, however, is necessarily 
weighted toward direct stimulation of 
folk artistic expression rather than 
research in the broad spectrum of folk
life, which is more appropriately 
assisted by the Humanities Endow
ment. 

The Humanities Endowment in turn 
has made many grants which have pro
vided welcome assistance to the field 
of folklore and folklife over the years. 
Because of a policy not to develop 
separate programs of assistance in each 
discipline, however, the Humanities 
Endowment has not developed a spe
cial program in folklore. A hesitance 
to begin a formal program is under
standable; nevertheless, those con-

cerned with the disciplined study of 
and the grassroots fructification of 
American folk cultural traditions can 
be pardoned for worrying that the wel
come program of the Arts Endow
ment, if not counterbalanced by a 
concerted effort from the Humanities 
Endowment, could have a long-range 
skewing effect upon the field of folk
lore and folklife and the nation's 
popular image of it. 

Thus, I am happy to report that 
active discussions have been recently 
underway between folklorists and offi
cials of the National Endowment for 
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Nevada Folklife Project. Photo by Suzi Jones. 

ARIZONA FOLKLIFE 

SURVEY 

Since its inception, the Folklife Cen
ter has been interested in determining 
to what extent it can aid folklife 
researchers in locating information on 
folk cultural resources throughout the 
United States. With this general prob
lem in mind, the Center devised and 
carried out an experiment in Arizona, 
guided and assisted by Board member 
Edward Bridge Danson of the Museum 
of Northern Arizona in Flagstaff. 

Last January a questionnaire was 
mailed to 93 Arizona libraries, univer
sities, museums, cultural organizations, 
and individuals requesting information 
on folk cultural materials, documents, 
or artifacts in their possession. A num
ber of responses have been received 
and are currently under review by 
Folklife Center staff. It is clear from 
the information provided by respon
dents that Arizona has significant col
lections of resource materials and 
artifacts relating to folklife, with a 
particular wealth of information on 
the many Indian cultures of the South
west. Among material artifacts listed 
by museums and institutions were 
numerous kitchen utensils, tools such 
as stone manos, metates, axes, and 
arrow points, horse equipment, pot
tery, toys, and ceremonial items 
including Mayo pascola masks, medi
cine bundles, prayer sticks, and drums. 
The survey also disclosed information 
on collections of reference materials 
such as books, pamphlets, and maps 
pertaining to the region and its folk
life. Some wax cylinders, discs, tapes, 
photographs, and films were also 
located. Most of the respondents sup
plied information on their facilities 
and the availability of materials for use 
by researchers. 

For further details on the Arizona 
informational survey, contact Peter T. 
Bartis at the American Folklife Center. 

In the July phase of fieldwork for 
the Paradise Valley Folklife Project, 
Mrs. Delfina Zatica shared her knowl
edge of baking with folklorist Suzi 
Jones. A team of fieldworkers spent 
three weeks studying various traditions 
in addition to documenting the work 
of putting up hay for winter cattle 
feeding on the home ranches in the 
valley. In early October, the fall field 
team will return to document and 
participate in the autumn cattle round
up, trail drive, and branding with 
"buckaroos" ( the northern Nevada 
term for cowboy) from Les Stewart's 

96 Ranch. Fieldwork for the Paradise 
Valley Folklife Project will culminate 
with a visit during the fourth season in 
late winter. Members of the field 
teams have included William A. Wilson 
of Utah State University, Oregon State 
Folk Arts Coordinator Suzi Jones, 
anthropologist Linda Gastafiaga of 
Reno, Nevada, Richard E. Ahlborn of 
the Smithsonian Institution's Division 
of Community Life, Thomas Vennum 
of the Smithsonian's Folklife Pro
grams, and Howard W. Marshall and 
Carl Fleischhauer of the Center. 

OCTOBER 1978 3 



JOTTINGS FROM THE 

BLUE RIDGE: FOOD DRYING 

The Center's team working on the 
Blue Ridge Parkway Folklife Project, 
described in the last issue of the News, 
arrived in Galax, Virginia, early in 
August. Working at times with interns 
from the cooperating National Park 
Service, the team fanned out along the 
Parkway and began their documenta
tion of the area. Obvious at once was 
the bumper crop of garden vegetables 
being canned and dried for winter use. 

Born of economic -necessity, food 
drying remains popular in the area 
because the product is preferred. Mae 

Gerri Johnson and Florence Cheek's apples, Wilkes County, North Carolina. Photo 
by Geraldine Johnson. 

Willey of Grayson County, Virginia, 
praises her dried foods. "Nothing 
tastes quite like leather britches," she 
says, "and dried apples make the best 
fried pies you'll ever eat." Dried foods 
may be eaten throughout the year, and 
the team has been served shuck or 
dried beans cooked for summertime 
church dinners. On the other hand, 
some residents share the sentiments of 
Clinton Iroler of Carroll County, Vir
ginia, who said, "I just can't eat 
leather britches unless there's snow on 

the ground." 
Sheds used to dry beans, peaches, 

apples, and pumpkins once dotted the 
area. Apples sliced into rings and 
strung onto long poles were dried in a 
few days by a fire underneath the 
shed. Today, some Blue Ridge resi
dents dry foods on racks built over 
modern furnaces, use specially con
structed metal tables in back yards, or 
recycle window screens or rat wire for 
use outdoors. Leather britches, how
ever, are still threaded on a heavy 

W. H. Cleary and Mozell Cleary, Alleghany Co, 

Dried Apples, Wilkes County, North 
Carolina, Photo by Geraldine Johnson. 
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nty, North Carolina. Photo by Terry Eiler. 

string with a darning needle and hung 
or draped just about anywhere inside 
or out. 

The most innovative drying device 
we found was the automobile. Thinly 
sliced apple wedges arranged on dash
boards and rear shelves dry in the sun 
shining through the windows of cars 
parked at home, at a shopping center, 
or at a factory. Thus in the Blue Ridge 
the drying devices have changed with 
the times-from drying shed to drying 
Chevy. -Gerri Johnson 

Drying Shed. Park Service intern Arnold Schofield and Janie Lawson, Alleghany 
County, North Carolina. Photo by Geraldine Johnson. 
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FOLK SONG RECORD 

RELEASES FROM THE 

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 

Listed below are new folk song long
playing record releases issued by the 
Library of Congress Recording Labora
tory from the collections of the 
Archive of Folk Song. 

A new release in the Folk Music of 
the  U nited States series: Afro
American Folk Music from Tate and 
Panola Counties, Mississippi AFS L 67 
Edited by David Evans 

Previously i s sued long-playing 
records of folk music recently reissued 
in new editions with redesigned jacket 
and format: 

AFS L 9 Play and Dance Songs and 
Tunes 

Edited by B. A. Botkin 

AFS L 11 Sacred Harp Singing 
Edited by George Pullen 

Jackson. New introduc
tion by Wayne S. Shirley 

AFS L 12 Anglo-American Songs and 
AFS L 14 Ballads 
AFS L 20 Edited by Duncan Emrich 

AFS L 59 Negro Blues and Hollers 
Edited by Marshall W. 

Stearns 

AFS L 60 Songs and Ballads of the 
Bituminous Miners 

Edited by George Korson 

AFS L 62 American Fiddle Tunes 
Edited by Alan Jabbour 

FOLK MUSIC IN AMERICA 

Edited by 
Richard K. Spottswood 

Folk Music in America is an anthol
ogy of 15 long-playing records issued 
by the Library of Congress. The series 
contains examples of the major folk 
music traditions of the United States
A nglo-Amer ican, A fro-American, 
American Indian, and other rural and 
urban ethnic groups. Each volume is 
devoted to a specific topic. The selec
tions have been chosen from actual 
field recordings in the Library's 
Archive of Folk Song and from com
mercial sources and include recordings 
made from the 19th century to the 
present. Accompanying each disc is a 
booklet providing descriptive, bio
graphical, and background information 
about the music and performers, along 
with supplementary bibliographies, 
discographies, and illustrations. The 
series is published as part of the Li
brary's American Revolution Bicenten
nial program with a grant from the 
National Endowment for the Arts. 

Volume 1 
Religious Music: Congregational & 
Ceremonial (LCB 1) 

Volume 2 
Songs of Love, Courtship, & Mar
riage (LCB 2) 

Volume 3 
Dance Music: Breakdowns & Waltzes 

(LCB 3) 
Volume 4 

Dance Music: Reels, Polkas, & More 
(LCB 4) 

Volume 5 
Dance Music: Ragtime, Jazz, & More 

(LCB 5) 
Volume 6 

Songs of Migration & Immigration 
(LCB 6) 

Volume 7

Songs of Complaint & Protest 
(LCB 7) 

Volume 8 
Songs of Labor & Livelihood (not 
yet available) 

Volume 9 
Songs of Death & Tragedy (not yet 
available) 

Volume 10 
Songs of War & History (LCB 10) 

Volume 11 
Songs of Humor & Hilarity 

(LCB 11) 
Volume 12 

Songs of Local History & Events 
(LCB 12) 

Volume 13 
Songs of Childhood (LCB 13) 

Volume 14 
Solo & Display Music (LCB 14) 

Volume 15 
Religious Music: Solo & Perfor
mance (LCB 15) 

All individual records may be pur-
chased for $6.50 each. A shipping 
charge of $0.50 is required for all U.S. 
and Canadian orders under $13.50. 
Subscriptions to the complete 15-
volume Folk Music in America series 
are available for $85. Advance pay
ment, including shipping charges, or a 
signed purchase order is required for 
mail orders. All foreign orders must 
include shipping charges which will be 
quoted on request. Checks should be 
made payable to the "Recording Labo
ratory, Library of Congress." Send 
order with remittance to: Library of 
Congress ,  R ecording Laboratory, 
Washington, D.C. 20540. A free cata
log of the complete Library of Con
gress folk music and folklore series is 
available upon request from the 
Recording Laboratory. 

PUBLICATIONS CURRENTLY 

AVAILABLE 

Brochure-general information on 
the American Folklife Center. Avail
able upon requ.est. 
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Coe, Linda, ed. Folklife and the 
Federal Government: Activities, 
Resources, Funds and Services. Publi
cations of the American Folklife Cen
ter, no. 1. 147 pp; $2.75. For sale by 
the Superintendent of Documents, 
Government Printing Office, Washing
ton, D.C. 20402. Order by stock no. 
S/N030-000-00091-9. Remittance 
must accompany order. 

Fleischhauer, Carl, and Marshall, 
Howard W., eds. Sketches of South 
Georgia Folklife. Publications of the 
American Folklife Center, no. 2. Wash
ington, D.C.: Information Office, 
Library of Congress, 1977. 32-page 
photo essay; $2. Georgia residents 
should purchase copies from the Arts 
Experiment Station, Abraham Baldwin 
Agricultural College, Tifton, Georgia 
31794. 

Greeting cards-original paper-cut 
designs by Magdalena Gilinsky, a tradi
tional Polish folk artist. Packages of 12 
cards and envelopes, three of each 
design-$3.50. Colors: red, purple, 
orange, and blue. Order from Informa
tion Office, Library of Congress, Wash
ington, D.C. 20540. Price inlcudes 
postage. Orders must be prepaid. 

FOLKLIFE AND THE NEW 

COPYRIGHT LAW 

The new U.S. copyright law became 
effective in January 1978. This com
prehensive copyright law is important 

to all authors, editors, and publishers 
who should be aware of its existence 
and the proper procedures for deposit
ing or registering their publications. 
The law requires all works published 
with a copyright notice after January 
1 ,  1978, to be deposited with the 
Copyright Office at the Library of 
Congress. Proper compliance with this 
law not only protects the author but 
helps augment the collections of the 
Library of Congress. 

At the present time, a number of 
publications related to folklife, includ
ing many by American ethnic groups, 
do not carry copyright notices. Many 
folklif e- r elated sound recordings, 
newsletters, pamphlets, and magazines 
are not represented in the Library of 
Congress because they lack the copy
right notice. In addition, some serial 
publications that carry the copyright 
citation are not up to date in the 
Library of Congress due to failure to 
deposit continuing issues. 

The American Folklife Center and 
Archive of Folk Song have discussed 

with the Deposit and Acquisition Sec
tion of the Copyright Office ways in 
which information about the new law 
can be better disseminated to authors 
and publishers of folklife-related publi
cations. The Deposit and Acquisition 
Section has prepared packets of infor
mation about the new law and will 
send these materials to a list of pub
lishers supplied by the American Folk
life Center and the Archive of Folk 
Song. Recommending Officers from 
various divisions of the Library will 
also be contacted by the Deposit and 
Acquisition Section for more informa
tion on existing ethnic publications in 
the United States. 

Instructions on deposit or registra
tion of works under the new copyright 
law can be obtained free of charge by 
writing to the Register of Copyrights, 
Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. 
20559. If anyone is aware of ethnic or 
grassroots publishers who could bene
fit from such information packets, 
please submit names and addresses to 
that same office. 

A traveling version of the exhibit 
"Sketches of South Georgia Folklife," 
displayed last winter at the Library of 
Congress, was recently presented to 
the Arts Experiment Station at Abra
ham Baldwin Agricultural College in 

Tifton, Georgia. The exhibit, prepared 
by the Folklife Center and the Li
brary's Exhibits Office, portrays tradi
tional life and work in South Georgia. 
This photo of Sheila Rene Mason and 
Glenda Mason playing a hand game is 
accompanied by others depicting quilt
ing, tobacco harvesting, local architec
ture, and life in a small town. The 
exhibit photographs are from the body 
of documentary materials collected 
during the South Georgia Folklife Pro
ject, conducted by the Folklife Center 
in cooperation with the Arts Experi
ment Station in summer 1977. 
"Sketches of South Georgia Folklife" 
will be presented at various places in 
South Georgia. For information on 
exact locations and dates contact the 
Arts Experiment Station, Abraham 
Baldwin Agricultural College, Tifton, 
GA 31794, (912) 386-3478. 
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Album from page 1 
vised instruments such as washtubs, 
chairs, cans, crates, benches, and 
woodblocks. 

Although several songs on the album 
are of white origin, the overwhelming 
stylistic influence is Afro-American. 
According to Evans, black music may 
exhibit more African traits in Tate and 
Panola Counties than anywhere else in 
the country. These traits include an 
emphasis on percussion, especially evi
dent in fife and drum music; rhythmic 
and vocal features such as polyrhythm, 
syncopation, "blue notes," and antiph
ony; and the use of instruments of 
African ·origin, such as the banjo. 

The album shows some of the histor
ical changes and continuities that have 
occurred in the area over three 
decades. Recordings made in 1942 by 
the noted folksong collector Alan 
Lomax-the first collector to record in 
the area-recall such vanishing genres 
as the blues ballad and a performance 
with a ten-note quill. The other selec
tions which were taped in the early 
1970s by Evans and his wife Cheryl 
include a fife and drum piece which 
exhibits , a syncopation and poly
rhythms not evident in the earlier 
recordings, field hollers, children's lul
labys, a "bottleneck-style" guitar 
blues, and a spiritual. 

A 23-page illustrated brochure 

accompanies the album. The preface 
provides a general introduction to the 
region and to its musical traditions. 
The selection notes contain informa
tion on the performers, the context of 
performances, and the role of various 
musical genres in the life of the com
munity. A list of related publications, 
recordings, and films is included. 

Afro-American Folk Music from 
Tate and Panola Counties, Mississippi, 
is available for $6.50 in person from 
the Information Counter, Library of 
Congress Building, or for $7 by mail 
(postage and handling is included) 
from the Library of Congress, Record
ing Laboratory, Washington, D.C. 
20540. A 25 percent discount is 
allowed for orders of 10 or more 
copies. All orders must be prepaid 
unless they are accompanied by an 
official institutional purchase order. 
Checks should be made payable to the 
Recording Laboratory, Library of 
Congress. 

Director's Column from page 2 

the Humanities, with the goal of 
increasing the effectiveness of that 
agency's assistance to the field of folk
lore. We may all hope that time will 
bring to fruition our cultural vision 
balancing public presentation with pri
vate research, and artistic expression 
with wisdom. 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

David Voight, Chairman of the 
American Folklife Center's Board of 
Trustees since October 1977, resigned 
in July to become Special Assistant to 
the Chief Counsel for Advocacy at the 
Small Business Administration. Raye 
Virginia Allen of Temple, Texas, is 
Acting Chairman until the November 
Board meeting. On September 12 the 
President pro tempore of the United 
States Senate appointed Clement J. 
Sobotka, Jr., to the Board of Trustees 
effective January 3, 1979, for the 
remainder of Mr. Voight's term which 
expires March 1982. Mr. Sobotka is an 
historian from Mississippi and cur
rently on the staff of Senator James 0. 
Eastland. 

The fall meeting of the Board will be 
held in Woodstock, Vermont, at the 
invitation of the Woodstock Founda
tion, Inc. The three-day meeting will 
begin November 18. Board delibera
tions will include briefings on the Ver
mont Folklife Project, currently being 
carried out under the direction of the 
Woodstock Foundation. The project 
includes plans for the design and devel
opment of a museum which will focus 
on the folklife of east-central Ver
mont's hill farmers and craftsmen. 
Officials from the State of Vermont 
will also be in attendance. 
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