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ACT OF UNION 
BETWEEN 

T H E EASTERN AND WESTERN CHEROKEES. 

WHEREAS our Fathers have existed, as a separate and dis-
tinct Nation, in the possession and exercise of the essential 
and appropriate attributes of sovereignty, from a period ex­
tending into antiquity, beyond the records and memory of 
man: AND WHEREAS these attributes, with the rights and 
franchises which they involve, remain still in full force and 
virtue, as do also the national and social relations of the 
Cherokee people to each other and to the body politic, ex­
cepting in those particulars which have grown out of the 
provisions of the treaties of 1817 and 1819 between the Uni­
ted States and the Cherokee Nation, under which a portion 
of our people removed to this country and became a separate 
community : But the force of circumstances having recently 
compelled the body of the Eastern Cherokees to remove to 
this country, thus bringing together again the two branches 
of the ancient Cherokee family, it has become essential to 
the general welfare that a union should be formed, and a 
system of government matured, adapted to their present con­
dition, and providing equally for the protection of each indi­
vidual in the enjoyment of all his rights: 

Therefore we, the people composing the Eastern and Wes­
tern. Cherokee Nation, in National Convention assembled,, 
by virtue of our original and unalienable rights, do hereby 
solemnly and mutually agree to form ourselves into one body 
politic, under the style and title of the Cherokee Nation. 

In view of the union now formed, and for the purpose of 
making satisfactory adjustments of all unsettled business 
whifeh may have arisen before the consummation of this un­
ion, we agree that such business shall be settled according 
to the provisions of the respective laws under which, it originr 
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ated, and the Courts of the Cherokee Nation shall be govern­
ed in their decisions accordingly. Also, that the delegation 
authorized by the Eastern Cherokees to make arrangements 
with Major General Scott for their removal to this country 
shall continue in charge of that business, with their present 
powers, until it shall be finally closed. And also that all 
rights and title to public Cherokee lands on the east or \u ;t 
of the river Mississippi, with all other public interests which 
may have vested in either branch of the Cherokee family, 
whether inherited from our Fathers or derived from any other 
source, shall henceforward vest entire and unimpaired in the 
Cherokee Nation, as constituted by this union. 

Given under our hands, at Illinois Camp-ground, this 12th 
day of July, 1839. 

By order of the National Convention : 
GEORGE LOWREY, 

President of the Eastern Cherokees. 
GEORGE GUESS, his x mark, 

President of the Western Cherokees, 
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fR . TAYLOR, V. P . , 
JAMES BROWN, V. P . , 
TE-KE-CHU-LAS-KEE, V. P . , 
GEORGE HICKS, 
JOHN BENGE, 
THOMAS FOREMAN, 
ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL, 
JESSE BUSHYHEAD, 
LEWIS ROSS, 

{ EDWARD CENTER, 
TE-NAHLA-WE-STAH, 
STEPHEN FOREMAN, i 
DANIEL McCOY. j 

By order of the National Con-, 
vention. 

J N O R O S S , ; 

Principal C/uef Eaxtrrn Ckerokccs. 
GOING SNAKE, 

Spraker of Council. 
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TOBACCO WILL, V. P . , 
DAVID MELTON, V. P . , 
JOHN D R E W . V . P . , 
GEORGE BREWER, 
THOMAS CANDY, 
MOSES PARRIS, 
JAMES CAMPBELL, 
LOONEY RILEY, 
CHARLES GOURD, 
LEWIS MELTON, 
YOUNG WOLF, 
CHARLES COODEY, 
AH-S'PO-LA-TA, 
JACK SPEARS, 
LOONEY PRICE. 

By nrrirr of thf Nat'l Com en. 
AUGUST 23, 1829. 

JOHN LOONEY, hi» x mark. 
Acting Prmctpal Chef Wistcn 

Chfrokif-i. 

The foregoing instrument was read, considered, and ap­
proved by us this 23d day of August, 18:}9: 

Aaron Price, Major Pullum, Young Elders, Deer Track, 
Young Puppy, Turtle Fields, July, The Eagle, The Crying 
Buffalo, and a great number of respectable Old Settlers and 
late Emigrants, too numerous to be copied. 
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C O N S T I T U T I O N 

OF 

T H E C H E R O K E E N A T I O N . 

The Eastern and Western Cherokees having again re-unit* 
«d, and become one body politic, under the style and title of 
the Cherokee Nation : Therefore, 

We, the people of the Cherokee Nation, in National Con­
vention assembled, in order to establish justice, insure tran­
quility, promote the common welfare, and to secure to our­
selves and our posterity the blessings of freedom—acknowl­
edging, with humility and gratitude, the goodness of the Sove­
reign Ruler of the Universe in permitting us so to do, and 
imploring His aid and guidance in its accomplishment—do 
ordain and establish this Constitution for the government of 
the Cherokee Nation. 

ARTICLE I. 

SEC. 1. The boundary of the Cherokee Nation shall be 
that described in the treaty of 1833 between the United States 
and Western Cherokees, subject to such extension as may be 
made in the adjustment of the unfinished business with the 
United States. 

SEC. 2. The lands of the Cherokee Nation shall remain 
common property; but the improvements made thereon, and 
in the possession of the citizens of the Nation, are the exclu­
sive and indefeasible property of the citizens respectively who 
made, or may rightfully be in possession of them : Provided, 
That the citizens of the Nation possessing exclusive and in­
defeasible right to their improvements, as expressed in this 
article, shall possess no right or power to dispose of their im­
provements, in any manner whatever, to the United States, 
individual States, or to individual citizens thereof; and that, 
whenever any citizen shall remove with his effects out of the 
limits of this Nation, and become a citizen of any other Gov­
ernment, all his rights and privileges as a citizen of this Na­
tion shall cease : Provided, nevertheless, That the National 
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Council shall have power to re-admit, by law, to all the 
rights of citizenship, any such person or persons who may, 
at any time, desire to return to the Nation, on memorializing 
the National Council for such readmission. 

Moreover, the National Council shall have power to adopt 
suchlaws and regulations as its wisdom may deem expedient 
and proper to prevent citizens from monopolizing improve­
ments with the view of speculation. 

ARTICLE II. 

SEC. 1. The power of this Government shall be divided 
into three distinct departments—the Legislative, the Execu­
tive, and the Judicial. 

SEC. 2. No person or persons belonging to one of these 
departments shall exercise any of the powers properly belong­
ing to either of the others, except in the cases hereinafter 
expressly directed or permitted. 

ARTICLE III. 

SEC. 1. The Legislative power shall be vested in two dis­
tinct branches—a National Committee, and Council; and 
the style of their acts shall be—Be it enacted by the Nation­
al Council. 

S E C 2. The National Council shall make provision, by 
law, for laying off the Cherokee Nation into eight Districts; 
and if subsequently it should be deemed expedient, one or 
two may be added thereto. 

SEC. 3. The National Committee shall consist of two mem­
bers from each District, and the Council shall consist of three 
members from each District, to be chosen by the qualified 
electors in their respective Districts for two years; the elec­
tions to be held in the respective Districts every two years, 
at such times and places as may be directed by law. 

The National Council shall, after the present year, be held 
annually, to be convened on the first Monday in October, at 
such place as may be designated by the National Council, or, 
in case of emergency, by the Principal Chief. 

SEC. 4. Before the Districts shall be laid off, any election 
which may take place shall be by general vote of the electors 
throughout the Nation for all officers to be elected. 



7 

The first election for all the officers of the Government— 
Chiefs, Executive Council, members of the National Council, 
Judges and Sheriffs—shall be held at Tah-le-quah before the 
rising of this Convention ; and the term of service of all offi­
cers elected previous to the first Monday in October, 1839, 
shall be extended to embrace, in addition to the regular con­
stitutional term, the time intervening from their election to 
the first Monday in October, 1839. 

SEC. 5. No person shall be eligible to a seat in the Na­
tional Council but a free Cherokee male citizen who shall 
have attained to the age of twenty-five years. 

The descendants of Cherokee men by all free women ex­
cept the African race, whose parents may have been living 
together as man and wife, according to the customs and laws 
of this Nation, shall be entitled to all the rights and privileges 
of this Nation, as well as the posterity of Cherokee women 
by all free men. No person who is of negro or mulatto pa­
rentage, either by the father or mother's side, shall be eligible 
.to hold any office of profit, honor, or trust under this Govern­
ment. 

SEC. 6. The electors and members of the National Coun­
cil shall in all cases, except those of treason, felony, or breach 
of the peace, be privileged from arrest during their attend­
ance at elections, and at the National Council, in going to 
and returning. 

SEC. 7. In all elections by the people, the electors shall 
vote viva voce. 

All free male citizens, who shall have attained to the age 
of eighteen years shall be equally entitled to vote at all public 
elections. 

SEC. 8. Each branch of the National Council shall judge 
of the qualifications and returns of its own members; and de­
termine the rules of its proceedings; punish a member for 
disorderly behaviour, and, with the concurrence of two thirds, 
expel a member; but not a second time for the same offence. 

SEC. 9. Each branch of the National Council, when assem­
bled, shall choose its own officers; a majority of each shall 
constitute a quorum to do business, but a smaller number may 
adjourn from day to day and compel the attendance of absent 
members in such manner and under such penalty as each 
branch may prescribe. 

SEC. 10. The members of the National Council, shall each 
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receive from the public Treasury a compensaation for their 
services which shall be three dollars per day during their at­
tendance at the National Council; and the members of the 
Council shall each receive three dollars per day for their ser­
vices during their attendance at the National Council, pro­
vided that the same may be increased or diminished by law, 
but no alteration shall take effect during the period of ser­
vice of the members of the National Council by whom such 
alteration may have been made. 

SEC. 11. The National Council shall regulate by law by 
whom and in what manner, writs of elections shall be issued 
to fill the vacancies which may happen in either branch thereof. 

SEC. 12. Each member of the National Council, before he 
takes his seat, shall take the following oath, or affirmation '• 
I, A. B. do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be,) 
that I have not obtained my election by bribery, treats, or 
any undue and unlawful means used by myself or others by 
my desire or approbation for that purpose; that I consider my­
self constitutionally qualified as a member of , and that 
on all questions and measures which may come before me I 
will so give my vote and so conduct myself as in my judg­
ment shall appear most conducive to the interest and pros­
perity of this Nation, and that I will bear true faith and alle­
giance to the same, and to the utmost of my ability and pow­
er observe, conform to, support and defend the Constitution 
thereof. 

SEC. 13. No person who may be convicted of felony shall 
be eligible to any office or appointment of honor, profit, or 
•trust within this Nation. 

SEC. 14. The National Council shall have power to make 
all laws and regulations which they shall deem necessary and 
proper for the good of the Nation, which shall not be contra­
ry to this Constitution. 

S E C 15. It shall be the duty of the National Council to 
pass such laws as may be necessary and proper to decide dif­
ferences by arbitration, to be appointed by the parties, who 
may choose that summary mode ot adjustment. 

SEC. 16. No power of suspending the laws of this Nation 
shall be exercised, unless by the National Council or its au­
thority. 

SEC. 17. No retrospective law, nor any law impairing the 
obligation of contracts, shall be passed. 
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SEC. 18. The National Council shall have power to make 
laws for laying and collecting taxes, for the purpose of raising 
a revenue. 

SEC. 19. All bills making appropriations shall originate in 
the National Committee, but the Council may propose amend­
ments or reject the same; all other bills may originate in eith­
er branch, subject to the concurrence or rejection of the 
other. 

SEC. 20. All acknowledged treaties shall be the supreme 
law of the land, and the National Council shall have the sole 
power of deciding on the construction of all treaty stipula­
tions. 

SEC. 21. The Council shall have the sole power of im­
peaching. All impeachments shall be tried by the National 
Committee. When setting for that purpose the member shall 
be upon oath or affirmation; and no person shall be convicted 
without the concurrence of two-thirds of the members present. 

SEC. 22. The Principal Chief, assistant Principal Chief, 
and all civil officers shall be liable to impeachment for mis­
demeanor in office; but judgement ia such cases shall not ex­
tend further than removal from office and disqualification to 
hold and office of honor, trust, or profit under the Government 
of this Nation. 

The party, whether eonvicted or acquitted, shall, neverthe­
less, be liable to indictment, trial, judgement and punishment 
according to law. 

ARTICLE IV. 

SEC. 1. The Supreme Executive Power, of this Nation 
shall be vested in a Principal Chief, who shall be styled the 
Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation. 

The Principal Chief shall hold his office for the term of four 
years; and shall be elected by the qualified electors on the 
same day and at the places where they shall respectively vote 
for members to the National Council. 

The returns of the election for Principal Chief shall be seal­
ed up and directed to the President of the National Commit­
tee, who shall open and publish them in the presence of 
the National Council assenibled. The person having the 
highest number of votes shall be Principal Chief; but if two 
or more shall be equal and highest in votes, one of them shall 



10 

be chosen by joint vote of both branches of the Council. T h e 
manner of determining contested elections shall be directed 
by law. 

SEC. 2. No person except a natural born citizen shall be 
eligible to the office of Principal Chief; neither shall any per­
son be eligible to that office who shall not have attained to 
the age of thirty-five yeais. 

SEC. 3. There shall also be chosen at the same time by the 
qualified electors in the-same manner for four years, an assist­
ant Principal Chief, who shall have attained to the age of thir­
ty-five years. 

SEC. 4. In case of the removal of the Principal Chief from 
office, or of his death or resignation, or inability to discharge 
the powers and duties of the said office, the same shall devolve 
on the assistant Principal Chief until the disability be removed 
or the vacancy filled by the National Council. 

SEC. 5. The National Council may by law provide for the 
Case of removal, death, resignation, or disability of both the 
Principal and assistant Principal Chief, declaring what officer 
shall then act as Principal Chief until the disability be remov­
ed or a Principal Chief shall be elected. 

S E C 6. The Principal Chief and assistant Principal Chief 
shall, at stated times, receive for their services a compensation 
which shall neither be increased1 nor diminished during the 
period for which they shall have been elected; and they shall 
not receive within that period any other emolument from the 
Cherokee Nation or any other Government. 

S E C 7. Before the Pricipal Chief enters on the execution 
of his office, he shall take the following oath or affirmation: 

" I do solemnly swear, or affirm, that I will faithfully exe­
cute the duties of Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation, 
and will, to the best of my ability, preserve, protect, and de­
fend the Constitution of the Cherokee Nation." 

S E C 8. He may, on extraordinary occasions, convene the 
National Council at the seat of Government. 

S E C 9. He shall from time to time, give to the National 
Council information of the state of the Government, and re­
commend to their consideration such measures as he may deem 
expedient. 

S E C 10. He shall take care that the laws be faithfully ex­
ecuted. 

SEC. 11. It shall be his duty to visit the different Districts 
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%t least once in two years, to inform himself of the genera) 
condition of the counti y. 

SEC. 12. The assistant Principal Chief shall, by virtue of 
his office, aid and advise the Principal Chief in the adminis­
tration of the government at all times during his continuance 
in office. 

SEC. 13. Vacancies that may occur in offices, the appoint­
ment of which is vested in the National Council, shall be fill­
ed by the Principal Chief, during the recess of the National 
Council, by granting commissions which shall expire at the 
end of the next session thereof. 

SEC. 14. Every bill which shall pass both branches of the 
National Council shall, before it becomes a law, be presented 
to the Principal Chief; if he approve, he shall sign it, but if 
not, he shall return it, with his objections, to that branch in 
which it may have originated, who shall enter the objections 
at large on their journals, and proceed to reconsider it; if, af­
ter such reconsideration, two-thirds of that branch shall agree 
to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the objections» 
to the other brairch, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, 
and if approved by two-thirds of that branch, it shall become 
a law. If any bill shall not be returned by the Principal Chief 
within five days, (Sundays excepted,) after the same has been 
presented to him, it shall become a law, in like manner as if 
he had signed it, unless the National Council, by their ad­
journment, prevent its return, in which case it shall be a Iaw> 
unless sent back within three days after their next meeting. 

SEC. 15. Members of the National Council, and all offi­
cers, Executive and Judicial, shall be bound by oath to sup­
port the Constitution of this Nation, and to perform the duties 
of their respective offices with fidelity. 

SEC. 16. In case of disagreement between the two branches 
of the National Council, with respect to the time of adjourn­
ment, the Principal Chief shall have power io adjourn the 
same to such a time as lie may deem proper; provided it be 
not a period beyond the next constitutional meeting thereof. 

SEC. 17. The Principal Chief shall, during the session of 
the National Council, attend at the seat of Government. 

SEC. 18. There shall be a council composed of five persons 
to be appointed by the National Council, whom the Principal 
Chief shall have full power at his discretion to assemble; he, 
together with the assistant Principal Chief, and the counsel-
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lots, or a majority of them, may, from time to time, hold and 
keep a Council for ordering and directing the affairs of the 
Nation according to law; provided the National Council shall 
have power to reduce the number, if deemed expedient, after 
the first term of service, to a number not less than three. 

SEC. 19. The members of the executive Council shall be 
chosen for the term of two years. 

SEC. 20. The resolutions and advice of the Council shall 
be recorded in a register, and signed by the members agree­
ing thereto, which may be called for by either branch of the 
National Council, and any counsellor may enter his dissent 
to the majority. 

SEC. 21. The Treasurer of the Cherokee Nation shall be 
chosen by a joint vote of both branches of the National Coun­
cil for the term of four years. 

SEC. 22. The Treasurer shall, before entering on the du­
ties of his office, give bond to the Nation, with sureties to the 
satisfaction of the National Council, for the faitful discharge 
of his trust. 

SEC. 23. No money shall be drawn from the Treasury but 
by warrant from the Principal Chief, and in consequence of 
appropriations made by law. 

SEC. 24. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to receive 
all public moneys, and to make a regular statement and ac­
count of the receipts and expenditures of all public moneys at 
the annual session of the National Council. 

ARTICLE V. 
SEC. 1. The Judicial powers shall be vested in a Supreme 

Court, and such Circuit and inferior Courts as the National 
Council may, from time to time, ordain and establish. 

SEC. 2. The Judges of the Supreme and Circuit Courts 
shall hold their commissions for the term of four years, but any 
of them may be removed from office on the address of two-
thirds of each branch of the National Council to the Princi­
pal Chief, for that purpose. 

S E C 3. The Judges of the Supreme and Circuit Courts 
shall, at stated times, receive a compensation which shall not 
be diminished during their continuance in office; but they 
shall receive no fees or perquisites of office, nor hold any oth­
er office of profit or trust under the Government of this Na­
tion or any other Power. 
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- S B C 4. No person shall be appointed a Judge of any of tile 
Courts until he shall have attained to the age of thirty year*. 

SEC 5. The Judges of the Supreme and Circuit Court» 
shall be elected by the National Council, and there shall be 
appointed in each District as many Justices of the Peace as it 
may be deemed expedient for the public good, whose powers, 
•ddties and duration in office, shall be clearly designated bylaw. 

SEC. f>. The Judges of the Supreme Court and of the Cir­
cuit Courts shall have complete criminal jurisdiction in such 
cases and in such manner as may be pointed out by law. 

SEC. 7. No Judge shalls it on trial of any cause when.the< 
parties are connected by affinity or consanguinity, except by 
consent of the parties. 

In case all the Judges of the Supreme Court shall be-in»-
terested in the issae of any cause, or related to all or either 
•of the parties, the National Council may provide by law for 
the selection of a suitable number of persons of good charac­
ter and knowledge for the determination thereof, and-who 
shall be specially commissioned for the adjudication ofsuob,-
case by the Principal Chief. 

SEC. 8. All writs and other process shall ran "in the naaic -
of the Cherokee Nation," and bear test, and be signed by the 
respective Clerks. 

SEC. i*. Indictments shall conclude—"Against the peace 
&nd dignity of the Cherokee Nation." 

SEC. 16- The Supreme Court shall, after the present year, 
hold its session annually at the seat of Government, to be 
convened on the first Monday of October, in each year. 

SEC. 11. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall 
have the right of being heard; of demanding the nature and 
cause of the accusation; of meeting the witnesses face to face; 
of having compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in hie 
or their favor; and in prosecutions by indictment or informs 
tion, a speedy public trial, by an impartial jury of the vioin-r 
age; nor shall the accused be compelled to give evidence 
against himself. 

S E C . 12. The people shall be secure in their persons, 
houses, papers, and possession», from unreasonable seiaures 
and searches, and no warrant to search any place, or to seiae 
any person or things, shall issue without describing them a» 
nearly as may be, nor without good cause supported by oath 
or affirmation. 
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Sjsc I& AJJ persons shall be bailable by sufReierit secu­
rities',' 'urfress for capital offences, where tlje proof is evident, 
or*p¥esuniption great. 

" '' ARTICLE VL 

SEC. 1. No person who denies the being of a God, or a 
future1 state of reward and punishment, shall hold any office 
iii the1 civil department in this Nation. 

SEC. 2. The free exercise of religious worship, and serv­
ing God without distinction, shall, forever, be enjoyed within 
thfeiimits of this Nation: provided, that this liberty of con­
science shall not be so construed as to excuse acts of lipen-
tiousncss, or justify practices inconsistent with the peace or 
safety of this Nation. 

SEC. 3. When the National Council shall determine the 
expediency of appointing delegates, or other public agents, 
for'the purpose of transacting business with the Government 
of the United States, the Principal Chief shall recommend, 
arid, by the advice and consent of the National Committee, 
appoint and commission such delegates or public agents a o 
cdrdinrrb. On all matters of interest, touching the rights of 
trie citizens of this Nation, which may require the attention 
of the United States Government, the Principal Chief shall 
keep tip a friendly correspondence with that Government, 
through the medium of its proper officers. 

SEC. 4. All commissions shall be "in the name, and by the 
authority of the Cherokee Nation;" and be sealed with the 
HC-al of tile Nation, and signed by the Principal Chief. The 
Principal Chief shall make use of his private seal until a Na­
tional seal shall be provided. 

"Stfe. 5. A Sheriff shall be elected in each District, by th.e 
qualified electors thereof, who shall hold his office two years, 
uriless sooner removed. Should a vacancy occur, subsequent 
to'an election, it shall be filled by the Principal Chief, as in 
other cases; and the person so appointed, shall continue in 
office until the next regular election. 

SEC. 6. No person shall for the same offence be twice 
put in jeopardy of life or limb^ nor shall the property of any 
person be taken and applied to public use \vitl>out a just and 
fair compensation: Provided, That nothing in this clause shall 
be'so Construed as to impair the right and power of the Na­
tional Council to lay and collect taxes. 
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SEC. 7. The right of trial by jury, shall remain inviolate, 
and every person, for injury sustained in person, property or 
reputation, shall have remedy by due course of law. 

SEC. 8. The appointment of all officers, not otherwise di­
rected by this Constitution, shall be vested in the National 
Council. 

SEC. 9. Religion, morality, and knowledge, being neces­
sary to good government, the preservation of liberty, and the 
happiness of mankind, schools, and the means of education, 
shall forever be encouraged in this Nation. 

SEC. 10. The National Council may propose such amend­
ments to this Constitution, as two-thirds of each branch may 
deem expedient; and the Principal Chief shall issue a pro­
clamation, directing all civil officers of the several Districts 
to promulgate the same as extensively as possible within their 
respective Districts, at least six mouths previous to the next 
general election. And if, at the first session of the National 
Council, after such general election, two-thirds of each branch 
shall, by ayes and noes, ratify such proposed amendments, 
they shall be valid to all intent and purposes, as parts of this 
Constitution: Provided, That such proposed amendments 
shall be read on three several days in each branch, as well 
when the same are proposed, as when they are ratified. 

Done in Convention at Tahlequah, Cherokee Nation, this 
sixth day of September, 1839. 

GEORGE LOWREY, 
P-re&ident of the National Convention. 

Hair Conrad, his x mark, Kcnali Logan, his x mark, 
John Benge, bis x mark, Young Wol£, Joseph Mini in Lynch, 
Archibald Campbell, his x mark, Sal-la-tee-skee Walls, bis x mark, 
Thutime Candy, John Drew, George Brewer, his x mark, 
George Guess, his x mark, Joshua Buffington, 
Walter Scott Adair, Jesse Bushyhead, Jesse Russell, 
Young Elder*, his x mark, John Fletcher Boot, his x mark, 
Will. Shorey Coodey, Crying Buffalo, his x mark, 
Thomas Foreman, Richard Taylor, Bark Flute, his x mark, 
Thomas Fox Taylor, Oo-ln-vo-a, his x mark, 
O-kan-sto-tah Logan, his x mark, Soft-skellTurtle, his x mark, 
James Spears, liis x mark, Edward G miter, 
John Spears, Daniel Colston, bis x mark, 
Stephen Foreman, Lewis Ross, George Flicks, 
Young Glass, his x mark, Turtle Fields, his mark, 
Looney Price, Elijah Hicks, 
Tobacco Will, his x mark, Tah-lah-see-nee, his x mark, 
Major Pullum, his mark, James Brown, Charles Coodey,. 
Moses Parris, Riley Keys, Daniel McCoy, 
George,Washington Gujitsr^ Lewis Melton. 





LAWS 
OF THE 

C H f i H O k E E NATION. 
rut it i . Q ; O 

An Act for the punishment of Criminal Offences. 

Be it, enacted by the National Council, That in all cases of 
,wilful murder, the offender, upon trial and conviction by the 
authorized courts of this Nation, shall suffer death by, hang­
ing; and when sentence of death shall have been passed, the, 
^courts shall grant a respite of five days before such criminal 
may be executed; but if the court, with the citizens generally 
of that section, shall deem it proper, they may petition the 
^Principal Chief to pardon such convicted criminal, who may» 
if the reasons as set forth at large seem to warrant, grant an 
additional respite for a given number of days, until he can as­
semble the assistant Chief and Executive Council, who shal} 
duly consider said petitions, with the circumstances and evi­
dence given on trial, and decide by ordering his release and 
acquital or execution. 

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That any person who shall 
,with malice aforethought, assault another with intent to kill} 
shall, upon conviction thereof, be fined in a sum for the bene­
fit of the party injured, not less than ten nor exceeding one, 
thousand dollars, at the discretion of the court, with the costs 
of suit. But if any person shall kill another in self-defence or 
fey accident, without any previous intent to do the same, he 
shall not be held accountable for such act, and be exempt 
from any fine or punishment whatever. 

SEC. 3. Be it further enacted, That upon trial and con-
vviction of any person charged with the offence of hayjng com-
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mitted a rape on any female, he shall be punished with one 
hundred lashes on the bare back; and upon the conviction of 
any negro for the aforesaid offence against any free female, 
not of negro blood, he shall suffer death by hanging. 

SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That any female who shall 
be found guilty of having committed infanticide, or being ac-
cessorry thereto, shall, upon conviction thereof, be punished 
with not less than twenty-five nor exceeding fifty lashes. 

Tahlequah, Sejpt. 19th, 1839. 
Approved—JOHN ROSS. 

6:a — 

An Act for the punisnfmftt of Thefts and other Crimes. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That any person 
who shall be convicted of stealing a horse, mule, jack or jin-
rtjy Bfifill be punished by nbt less than thirty-nine nor more than 
one huridi-ed stripe's oh the bare back, and be compplled id 
rrik'lte payment to the amount of damages or injury siMained*, 
i f such stolen property be not restored, for the benefit'of the 
ptjfSon so injured. And for all other property which may be 
sfoieni'upon conviction of the party so offending, the punish* 
niSnt 'shall be in proportion to the magnitude of the offence, 
at'trie discretion of the court, and judgment against the of-
fendfjr for damages to the party injured. 

^ f c . S . ' Be it further enacted,' That if any perscfrt shall 
enifiive:j or sell, or dispose of in any manner, any free person,' 
foVtbe pu'r'pbse of enslaving the same, such person sd offend • 
itig'fenall, upon" conviction thereof, be punished with corporeal 
infliction, as provided in the section above, and compelled to 
rmiKfe ample'rehitiiteration by such compensation as the court 
iriay'deterrnine. 

SEC. 3. Be it further cnactid, Tha t if arly person shall 
wttfully and maliciously burn the hou^e or other property of 
another, or otherwise kill or destroy the property of any pef-
.s6"n','fo? the purpose of injuring or gratifying a spirit of re-
\tsngV, such offender, upon conviction, shall be punished in 
liRei rrlanrier as provided for above, and required to f-ati«fy a 1 
damages sustained by the party injured; and if f aid party re» 
quWesrtt, tne court shall caus'e such' offender to give b^nd, 
w'Wu'stjfet^.'fur gootf behsnHor foi*'tM n&tf twelve months 

file:///tsngV
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SEC. 4. Bt it further' ettdtfect,' Th#f arlf pft%on who shall 

employ another, or aid or abet in the perpetration of any crim­
inal offence, upon conviction1 thereof, su6h person of persons 
s M ! suffer such punishment as may be inflicted upon the prin­
cipal ! offender, and be likewise sabject to the same judgment' 
for damages. 

Ta)Ae^uak,'Sept.Wlh, 1839. 
Approved—JOHN BOSS? 

0:0-

A4ivAct td present Amttlgamatwn. tetth Colored Perjtini. 

Beit enacted by the National Coitricil, That intermarriage' 
sriall'not be lawful between a free male or female citizen with 
any slave or peison of color not entitled to the rights of citi*-
zenship under the laws of this Nation, and the same is hereby 
prohibited, under tlie penalty of such corporeal punishment as 
the courts may deem it necessary and proper to inflict, and 
which shall not exceed fifty stripes for every such offence;— 
but any colored male who may be convicted under this act 
shall receive one hundred lashes. 

T&mquak, Sept. 19th, 1839. 
Approved—JOHISf ROSS". 

AWAet tofiM VacantiisiA the National Council'. 

2fe it cHactedby the National Council, That the Principal* 
Chief b^, and he is hereby authorized, upon the notification of 
either branch of the National Council, during its'present ses­
sion,'iliat a vacancy exists, either by death, resignation or re­
fusal to serve, of any of the members elected, to issue a writ 
of election to fill such vacancy; and which election shall be 
held at Tahlequah, by general vote of all the people present, 
before the adjournment of the present session of the National 
CoWleil; and after such adjournment-this aflt shall have no 
force or effect. 

Tahlcquah, Sept. 20*A, 1839. 
Approved—JOHN ROSS. 



w* 
Aa Act providing fox Attachments, 

Be- it cnacteA by the National Council, That it shall be 
lawful wbeaever any person may have a claim or debt against 
another, and is apprehensive that he is about to abscond o* 
dispose of his property, so as to be beyond the reach of law, 
to make oath to that effect, before any of the Judges or Clerks 
of the respective Districts, and it shall be the duty of the 
Judge or Clerk, before whom such oath may be made, to is­
sue an attachment forthwith, to be placed in the hands of any 
lawful officer, whose duty it shall be to attach as much pro­
perty of the debtor as will satisfy the demand, if to be found, 
and to take the same into his safe keeping, until there shall 
be a decision made oti the case agreeably to law, unless the 
said debtor shall secure to the creditor the deht, by giving 
bond with sufficient security. 

Tahlequah, Sept. 2 J ^ 1839. 
Approved—JOHN ROSS. 

0:0——~ 

WHEREAS, a complaint has been made by Brev. Brig. Gen, 
M. Arbuckle, U. S. A., that the life of Mr. Denningburg, 
Contractor's Agent for issuing rations to the late emigrants, 
has been threatened, and that in consequence the business 
of issuing had been obstructed: therefore, 

lie it enacted by the National Council, That W. S. Adair, 
Thomas F. Taylor and George West, or either of them, be, 
and are hereby authorized and empowered to adopt such 
measures, by summoning a sufficient number of persons, if 
necessary, to preserve order at the depot at W. S. Adair's for 
issuing rations, and to prevent any improper or unlawful con­
duct on the part of any person from obstructing any agent in 
the discharge of his business; and to prevent the introduction of 
ardent spirits about the premises of such depot during issues, 
under the penalty of wasting the same for every such offence. 
They are further authorized and directed to enquire into the 
conduct of Lewis Webber towards the Contractor's agents 
and to report the same to the National Council during the 
present session. 
' Tahlequah, Sept. 23d, 1839. 

'.Approved—JOHN R.OSS, 
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An Act establishing the Judiciary. 

S E C 1. Be it enacted by the National Council, That trie 
"Courts established under the Government of this Nation sball 
have Go,gnizance of all suits arising under the Constitution and 
Laws of the Cherokee Nation,, and cases originating under the 
laws and usages of the Eastern Cherokees as existing previous 
to their removal, and those in existence among the Western 
Cherokpes prior to the Act of Union dated 12th day of July, 
1839, and the adjudication of all questions shall be according 
\o the provisions of the respective laws under which they or­
iginated. 

SEC. 2. The commencement of all suits shall be by sum­
mons obtained from the Clerk of the respective court in which 
such suit is to be tried, and of the District in which the party 
«sued shall be resident, and which summons shall state the na­
ture of the case upon which proceedings are founded, and be 
served by some lawful officer at least thirty days before the 
holding of said court, and such summons shall be returned to 
the Clerk with a certificate of service, and the court shall give 
judgment as the right of the cause and matter in law shall ap­
pear unto them, without regarding any imperfections, defects, 
or want of form in such summons or process. 

SEC. 3. The trial of all causes at law, civil and criminal, 
shall be by jury, except in the trial of such cases by the Su­
preme Court as may be brought before them by appeal from 
the Circuit Courts. 

No person under the age of twenty-one years, or above the 
age of sixty, nor any person who may be convicted after the 
passage of this act, of felony or perjury shall be summoned on 
a jury. 

The Judge of each respective Court shall at least thirty 
days before the time fixed for holding such Court, make out 
and furnish the Sheriff of the District with a list of names 
who shall be summoned by him or his deputy to act as jurors, 
and the Clerk or Judge shall administer the following oath : 
'•'You and each of you do solemnly swear that you will well 
and truly try all issues which shall be submitted to you and 
left -to your decision by the Court, during the present term, 
and true verdicts give accordiug to the evidence." Which 
oath shall authorize said jury to try all issues that may be 
submitted during that term, of said Court. Nine persons «hall 
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constitute a jury in any of'trie Courts for the trial of all civil 
suits, and any six of whom may render a verdict; but in all 
criminal cases there shall be twenty-four persons summoned, 
and the criminal, in open court, may challenge or object, if 
he chooses, to one-half of this number as the Clerk shall call 
their names. The remaining twelve shall form a jury for the 
trial of any criminal accusation, and be qualified for that'spe­
cial case, and no verdict shall be rendered but by the unani­
mous assent of the whole; and in ca«e of disagreement, and 
the court being satisfied that such particular jury cannot 
agree, they shall be discharged from further consideration of 
such case, and another jury summoned in their stead for trie 
trial of that case. 

In charging the jury, in all cases, the judge shall state trie 
testimony and the law. 

SEC. 4. Each court shall have authority to prescribe such 
rules and regulations for the transaction of business, and \o 
preserve order during its session, as may be deemed necessa­
ry and proper, and. which shall not be in violation of laiv; arid 
for every contempt or disrespect offered, or obstructiorl'of 
business by the improper conduct of individuals, the Co'urt 
may impose a fine on any such person so heliaving, and which 
shall not be, less than one nor exceeding fifty doflars,'at trie 
(lisc'retion of the court. 

SEC. 5. Each court shall have the right of appointing its 
own Clerk, whose term of service shall be the same as tfiat 
of the Judge or Judges of such respective court; an'd such 
Clerk shall be liable to dismissal for improper behavior or 
want of attention to the duties of his office. 

S K C 6. He it further enacted, Whenever final judgment 
is rendered in any case by a court, the clerk thereof, shall, 
within five days after the adjournment of the Court, issue an 
execution directed to the Sheriff of the Di?trirt to proceed 
and make collection from the party cast to the amount of such 
judgment and costs," and such execution shall be returnable 
at the next term of the said court, with a'certificate of the 
proceedings had thereon, and which shall be recorded by the 
clerk of the said court. 

The clerk of each court, before he enters on the duties '6f 
his office, shall take the following oath : "I , A. T». do solemn­
ly swear that \ will well and truly discharge the duties of 
ftlerk of the * court according to the best of'my skill aS«l 
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judgment, and make correct entries and records of all causes), 
judgment, and proceedings of the court, and carefully fire'' 
and preserve all books and papers whatsoever which shall be' 
delivered to me in charge, or otherwise come into my hands 
or possession by virtue of my office, and faithfully execute 
iKe duties thereof without favor, affection or partiality." 

SEC. 7. Any of the Judges shall have power to call and 
hold a special court for the trial of criminals; witnesses shall 
b§ allowed one dollar each day for attendance at court under 
a summons to give testimony, and the party against whom 
judgment is rendered shall pay the expense of witnesses 
on both sides, and no further cost shall attach to any suit. 

T H E SUPREME COURT. 

Sjpc. 1. Be it further enacted, That the Supreme Court 
of the Cherokee Nation shall consist of one Chief Justice, and 
four associate Judges, any three of whom shall form a quorum 
to transact business, and decide cases. In the absence of the 
Chief Justice, the Principal Chief may nominate one of the 
other Judges to act as Chief Justice pro tempore. 

SEC. 2. The jurisdiction of this com t shall be limited to 
such cases as may ha\e been decided in the Circuit Courts, 
and by appeal, brought before them for trial: except in such 
other cases as may hereafter be provided for by law. 

In the trial of all appealed cases, the court shall be confin­
ed to such written testimony, as may be tiansrnittcd with each 
respective case from the Circuit Court, unless satisfactory 
showing is made by either party, that it was impossible to 
have obtained the peitonal attendance of same witness or wit­
nesses whose testimony is important; in that event, additional 
testimony shall be permitted to either party. Either party to 
a suit, in this court may, at the first term after such suit is 
piaced on the docket, for satisfactory reasons, or the parties 
by mutual consent, lay over such cause until the next term, 
but no case shall be laid over a second time. 

S E C 3. lie it further enacted, That any Judge of the 
Supreme Court shall be authorized to call and hold a special 
court for the trial of any person or persons who may be 
charged with murder. 

SEC. 4. It shall be the duty of the clerk to enter on a dock­
et, to be kept for that purpose, all causes brought by appeal 
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into this court; and to record faithfully all proceedings and 
decisions in a book: and to preserve vfrith care all papers and 
books appertaining to the business of the court. 

SEC. 5. The court shall designate such officer or officers, 
as may be deemed necessary, to attend upon the court during 
its session, for the preservation of order, and the execution 
of its mandates, 

T H E CIRCUIT COURTS. 
SEC. 1. lie it further enacted, That there shall be estab­

lished two judicial circuits, and one Judge elected to each 
circuit. 

The following division of the Nation into four Districts 
shall continue until otherwise altered by'law, to wit: 

1. Neosho District.—Commencing at the line of Washing­
ton county where the Saline road crosses the same, and fol; 

lowing said road to the head of Spring creek; thence down 
the same to Grand river; thence down Grand river to the 
Arkansas, and thence along the western boundary of the NaJ 

tion, including all the country north and west of the above line. 
% Salisaw District.—Beginning at the line of Washing- ' 

ton county, near Wilson's store, where the wagon road cross­
es the same by Jack Bean's; thence along said road by Chas. 
Vann's, down the Salisaw to the crossing of the creek by 
Dr. Palmer's; thence, south, to the top of the mountain, and 
along the top of the same to a point opposite John L. Mc­
Coy's; thence to the crossing of the Salisaw by the military 
road, and along said road to Grand river. 

3. Illinois District.—Commencing at the mouth of Salisaw 
creek, and running up the same to the military road; thence 
along said road to Grand river, and down the same to the 
Arkansas, including all the country west of this line and the 
Arkansas. 

4. Lees Creek District.—Including all the country lying 
south and east of the above described lines. 

The Northern circuit shall be composed of Neosho and 
Salisaw Districts; and the Southern of Illinois and Lee's 
Creek District. And the following places are designated in 
each District for holding courts, viz: 

In Neosho District, at Sitewake's Village on Spavinaw. 
In Salisaw District, at Tahlequah. 
In Illinois District, at Tah-lon-tuskee. 
In Lee's Creek District, at George Guess'; 
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The Judges shali hold their respective courts in Neosho 
raid Illinois Districts, on the first Monday in May and Sep-
tewper, and for Salisaw and Lee's Creek Districts, on the 
second Monday in May and September. 

SEC. 4. The Circuit Court shall have complete jurisdic­
tion, in all criminal matters, and also in civil cases where the 
amount at issue is not less than one hundred dollars; but may 
also try and decide suits, when the amount is less than one 
hundred and over twenty-five dollars, provided such suit has 
been brought by appeal from the District Court; and all de­
cisions where the sum does not exceed one hundred dollars, 
shall be final; but if above that amount, an appeal may be 
granted to the Supreme Court, if moved for before the ad­
journment of such court; and in the trial of all cases, the 
Clerk shall write out in full the testimony which may be giv­
en by witnesses of both parties. And in the event of an ap­
peal to the Supreme Court, such written testimony, with the 
proceedings and decision of the court, being certified to by 
the Clerk, sealed and marked on the outside, with the nature 
of the case and the names of the parties, they shall be trans­
mitted by the Sheriff of the District, directed to the Chief 
Justice. And the party, so appealing to the Supreme Court, 
<ha!l be required to enter into bond with security, to the sat­
isfaction of the Court, for the maintenance of such suit and 
payment of all costs. 

DISTRICT COURTS. 

Be it further enacted, That there shall be established one 
District Court m each of the four Districts, temporarily pro­
vided for in this act, and one Judge for each, elected by joint 
•vote of the National Council, whose term of service shall be 
one year. 

The District Court shall have complete criminal jurisdic­
tion in all cases not involving the sentence of death; and in all 
^ivil matters v. here the sum at issue does not exceed one 
nundred dollars; and its decisions in all cases, where the sum 
«iocs not exceed twenty-five dollars, shall be final; when over 
'• wenty-iive and not over one hundred dollars, an appeal may 
be. granted to the Circuit Court, and the witnesses again 
summoned to appear and give testimony in that court. 

Each party taking an appeal, shall be required to give bond 
18 
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and security for the maintenance of such suit, and payment 
of all costs which may attach thereto. 

The District Courts shall be held at the respective places' 
designated for holding the Circuit Courts, and on the first 
Monday of January and July. 

S H E R I F F S . 

Be it further enacted, That there shall be one Sheriff in 
each District, who shall enter into bond with security to the 
amount of one thousand dollars, for the faithful execution of 
the duties of his office, and take the following oath: " I , A. B. 
having been elected to the office of Sheriff of District, 
do solemnly swear, that I will well and truly execute the du­
ties of my said office, according to the best of my skill and 
understanding, without fraud or partiality." It shall be the 
duty of the Sheriffs to attend upon the courts which may be 
held in their respective Districts, to serve all summons or 
other process which may be placed in their hands; and to 
take all necessary and proper measures in the execution of 
the judgments of the courts; and also to arrest and cause to 
be tried, all persons who may be charged with criminal of­
fences; and in case of resistance, or strong apprehensions of 
resistance, the Sheriff shall summon such a number of citi­
zens as may be necessary to arrest any person or persons 
against whom criminal eharge may be alleged, and to guard 
the same until convicted or acquitted, unless the Judge, dur­
ing the recess of Court, before whom such person may be 
brought, shall sooner discharge them upon such bail for his 
or their attendance at the next term, as may be deemed suffi­
cient and proper. Should any persen, charged with a crim­
inal violation of law, resist any lawful officer or persons au­
thorized to cause his arrest, while in the discharge of his or 
their duty, and such persons should be killed on account of 
unlawful resistance, such officer or other persons shall not 
be held guilty of murder. 

It shall also be the duty of such Sheriff or Sheriffs, as may 
be designated by the Chief Justice for that purpose, to attend 
upon the Supreme Court during its session. 

Each Sheriff may appoint a Deputy from under his own 
hand, and shall notify the District Judge of such appoint­
ment; and such Sheriff shall be responsible for the conduct 
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and behaviour of such Deputy so appointed by him. When 
the property of any person is levied upon to satisfy an exe­
cution issued upon the judgment of a court, the Sheriff shall 
advertise the same at three of the most public places in the 
District, to be sold to the highest bidder; and for all sums not 
exceeding fifty dollars, such sale shall be advertised ten days; 
and for all sums above fifty dollars, twenty days' notice shall 
be given. 

Tahlequah, 23d September, 1839. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

oco 

An Act in relation to Contracts. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That all lawful 
contracts shall be binding. And any person upon failure to 
comply with the terms of such contract shall be liable to a 
suit at law, in any of the courts having jurisdiction in the 
matter, to be instituted by the creditor; and if upon trial, the 
law and testimony shall justify, judgment shall be rendered 
in favor of such creditor, for the amount which may be due 
by the defendant. 

And in all cases where a debt may be contracted, and it is 
agreed that property or trade shall be taken in payment of 
such debt, judgment shall be rendered accordingly; and the 
officer shall proceed to levy on the property of such debtor, 
and to summons two disinterested citizens, who shall be 
sworn by him, to aid in the valuation of such property fairly 
and impartially, and when such property is so valued by the 
Sheriff and such other persons, the creditor shall receive the 
same at such valuation as may be fixed by them. 

Tahlequah, Sept. 24, 1839. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 
An Act relative to Estates and Administrators. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That all written 
or verbal Wills of deceased persons, when proved to the satis­
faction of the Judge of the District Court for the District in 
which deceased person resided, shall be valid; and if by such 
Will, any person or person are designated to manage the bu­
siness* of; any estate so left, such person shall receive from 
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said Judge a written appointment for that purpose, and be 
required to enter into bond with sufficient security, for the 
faithful management of such business, in accordance with the 
provisions of said Will, and for the careful preservation of all 
property and effects so left, and all such Wills shall be regis­
tered by the Clerk of the District Court; and all persons so 
appointed shall furnish, on oath, a schedule and description 
of all property and effects belonging to such estate; and 
which shall likewise be registered by said Clerk. 

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That when a person dies 
without having made a Will, the District Judge shall grant 
letters of administration to some competent and responsible 
individual, to be selected from among the relatives of the de­
ceased, if the safety of such property as may be left seem to 
warrant, and who shall be required to enter into bond, &>c, 
as provided above. And the property and effects shall be­
long equally to the children; the widow, also, of such deceas­
ed person shall be entitled to an equal share with the chil­
dren, to be apportioned to her whenever she requires it, and 
the settlement of the business will safely permit, and the 
residue to the children as they became of age, to wit: males 
at twenty-one years, and females at eighteen years, unless by 
marriage it may be sooner apportoined. And in case such 
widow shall again marry and hold her property separately 
from the husband, and shall die without issue from her sec­
ond marriage, such property shall be divided among the afore­
said children. And in all cases where the wife dies holding 
property as above, and has children, and the husband sur­
vives, such property shall likewise be equally apportioned 
among the children and the husband; and if such husband 
should agair. marry and die without issue from such second 
marriage, his property shall be divided equally among his 
children. 

Any Administrator who may have charge of an estate sha!l 
settle all just debts due out of its effects, and collect all out­
standing claims in its favor. He shall cause public notice 
to be given, by written advertisements, for all persons having 
demands against such estate ' to bring them forward for set­
tlement within twelve months, otherwise they shall be void 
and not recoverable by law. 

Tahlequah, 2ith September, 1839. 
Approved—3NQ. ROSS. 
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An Act regulating settlements on the Public Domain. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That no person 
shall be permitted to settle or erect any improvement within 
one-fourth of a mile of the house, field, or other improvements 
of another citizen, without his, her, or their consent, under 
the penalty of forfeiting such improvement and labor for the 
benefit of the original settler; provided it may be lawful, how­
ever, where a settler has a field one-half mile or more from 
his residence, and where there may be a spring or running 
water and timber, for another citizen to improve and settle 
one hundred yards from such field so situated. 

Tahlequah, 24iA September, 1839. 
Approved—JNO ROSS. 

An Act to exempt certain Property from Sale. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the follow­
ing description of property shall be exempted from sale to 
satisfy any debt or judgment, and shall be reserved for the 
benefit of the owner thereof, viz : one horse, or in lieu there­
of, one yoke of oxen, one cow and calf, one sow and pigs, 
farming utensils, household and kitchen furniture, and fifty 
bushels of com, one stack of fodder, and fire-arms, and one 
saddle and bridle. And it shall not be lawful for an officer 
to levy on any of the above-mentioned property. 

Tahlequah, Sept. 2Uh, 1839. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o.o 

An Act defining lawful Fences. 

Be it enacted by tlie National Council, That a fence ten 
rails high, with cracks not exceeding four inches wide, for 
four rails up said fence, shall be considered a lawful fence. 
And a fence eight good rails high, well staked and ridered, 
shall also be considered a lawful fence. And the horse, ox, 
or other beast, or hog, of any person or persons whomsoever, 
breaking into the field of any person having a lawful fence, 
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the owner of such property shall be responsible for the dam­
ages done, and the courts of the several Districts shall have 
cognizance of every such case. 

This act not to take effect until the first day of March, 
1840. 

Tahlequah, 25th Sept., 1839. 

Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act authorizing the Arbitration of Cases. 
Be it enacted by the National Council, That it shall be 

lawful for parties to settle and adjust any dispute or contro­
versy by arbitration; and when that mode is determined 
upon, the parties shall place in the hands of each arbiter ap­
pointed by them, a written notice to that effect, signed jointly 
by such parties, and they shall be sworn by the Judge or 
Clerk of the Circuit or District Court, before they proceed to 
arbitrate and decide upon such case, and their decision shall 
be final, and shall be recorded in the office of the Clerk of 
such Court as would properly have had cognizance of the 
matter, and execution shall issue by him to the Sheriff, the 
same as if judgment had been obtained in such Court, unless 
the arbitrators may have decided otherwise. 

Tahlequah, 26*A Sept., 1839. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o——— 

An Act relative to Schools. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That all facilities 
and means for the promotion of education, by the establish­
ment of schools, and the diffusion of general intelligence 
among the people shall be afforded by legislation, commen­
surate with the importance of such objects, and the extent 
and condition of the public finances; and all schools which 
may be, and are now in operation in this Nation, shall be 
subject to such supervision and control of the National Coun­
cil as may be provided. 

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That in future no mission-
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ary school or establishment shall be located or erected, with­
out permission being first obtained from the National Council 
for such purpose, and the place designated by law for the 
same, with such other general regulations as may be deemed 
necessary and proper, either as conducive to its particular 
usefulness, or conformity to national rights and interest. 

SEC. 3. Be it further enacted, That in futherance of the 
design of this act, a committee of three persons shall be ap­
pointed by nomination of the Principal Chief to the National 
Committee, whose duty it shall be to mature and prepare a 
system of general education by schools, with such laws for its 
establishment and promotion as may be necessary; and to 
report the same to the Principal Chief before the next annual 
meeting of the National Council, who shall submit such re­
port with his views in relation thereto; said committee shall 
also visit all the schools in the Nation, examine the plan upon 
which they are taught, the improvement of pupils, and utility 
of each, and report such information to the Principal Chief, 
to be submitted before the National Council. 

Tahlequah, 26th Sept., 1839. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 

An Act respecting Garnishees. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That when judg­
ment is rendered, and the officer in whose hands an execu­
tion may be placed, shall fail to find any property or effects 
in the possession of the debtor to satisfy the same, and has 
cause to believe that some other person has in hands property 
or effects belonging to such debtor, the officer shall proceed 
to make inquiry of such person, and if such propeity or ef­
fects shall be pointed out, he shall proceed to make levy; but 
if such person shall refuse to give such information as may 
be satisfactory, the officer shall summon him before the Judge 
or Clerk of the Court where jungment was obtained, who 
shall require him on oath to answer to the charge of holding 
in his hands the property or effects of such debtor. 

And if any person shall have, or place his property or ef­
fects in the possession of another person, before judgment is 
obiained, it shall be lawful to garnishee the person holding 
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the same, as above, and to take such measures as will pre^ 
vent the disposal or removal of the same, until proceedings, 
may be had in the proper court, on any alledged debt owing 
by the owner of such property or effects. 

Tahlequah, 26th Sept., 1839. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 
An Act to prevent the introduction and vending of Ardent 

Spirits. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the introduc­
tion or vending of ardent spirits in this Nation shall not be 
lawful; and any and all persons are prohibited from bringing 
or engaging in the traffic of ardent spirits within five miles of 
the National Council, during its session, or one mile from any 
of the places designated for holding courts, during their ses­
sion, or one mile of any public gathering or meeting in the 
Nation, under the penalty of having the same wasted or de­
stroyed by any lawful officer or authorized person, by the 
Sheriff, for such purpose. 

Tahlequah, Sept. 28th, 1839. 
Approved—JOHN ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act to legalize Intermarriage with White Men. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That from and af­
ter the passage of this act, any white man, or citizen of the 
United States, who may come into this Nation and take a 
Cherokee woman to wife, he shall first be required to obtain 
a written license for that purpose from the Clerk of either the 
Circuit or District Court, and then be lawfully married by 
some minister of the gospel, or other authorized person; and 
the Judges of any of the courts shall be authorized to perform 
the marriage ceremony. 

And any such white man, or citizen of the United States, 
who shall refuse or fail to comply with the provisions of this 
act, and take up with a Cherokee woman, or any such person 
who may lawfully marry and then abandon his wife, shall not 
be entitled to any of the rights and privilege» of a citizen of 
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this Nation, and shall be liable to the provisions of the Inter­
course Laws of the United States. Any person so obtaining a 
license shall pay the Clerk five dollars; and the said Cleri 
shall register all such licenses, and the person performing the 
marriage ceremony shall certify the same on the license, 
which shall be returned to the Clerk, and who shall recon* 
the same. And if such person or citizen as aforesaid, should 
come into the Nation and marry, and the fact should after­
wards be established that he left a wife elsewhere, he shall (K-
subject to removal as an intruder. 

Tahlequah, Sept. 28tk, 1839. 
Approved—JOHN ROSP. 

0:0 

An Act granting permission to certain persons to islahti. 
Missionary Stations. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That permission be, 
and the same is hereby granted to the Board of the Moravian 
Society, at Salem, North Carolina, to erect a Missionary Sta­
tion in this Nation for the purpose of recommencing their la­
bors in the instruction and improvement of the Cherokee peo­
ple. Permission is also granted to the Rev. Evan Jones, un­
der the direction of the Baptist Board, to enter and reside in 
the Nation for the same purpose. Permission is likewise 
granted to Dr. Eleazer Butler and the Rev. D. S. Butrick, 
under the direction of the American Board of Foreign Mir-
sion«, to reside in the Nation for the same purpose; and thsi 
Dr. Butler be requested by the Principal Chief to reside at 
Rev. S. A Worcester's until the next session of the National 
Council. 

Tahlequah Oct. 2d, 1839. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 

WHEREAS, The Principal Chief having this day apprized 
the National Council that an order has been issued from the 
War Department, directed to M. Stokes, United States Agent, 
to prohibit the residence among the Cherokees, of the Rev. 
Evan Jones, a Missionary under the Baptist Board, on ac-
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count of charges preferred before the Secretary of War, the 
nature and character of which, however, are not specified or 
mentioned in said order; therefore, 

Resolved by the National Council, That no complaint or 
charges, of whatever kind or character, hav»ever been made 
to the Hon. Secretary of War, or any other person, either by 
the authorities of the Nation, or authorized person in behalf 
of the Cherokee people; and that they are not aware or ap­
prized of any act or conduct upon which complaint or charge 
may be founded to the prejudice of the aforesaid Rev. Evan 
Jones, he having for many years resided among them, east of 
the Mississippi, devoted to their instruction and improvement, 
to their entire satisfaction and approbation; and it is the de­
sire of the people and authorities of this Nation that he shall 
be again permitted to resume his labors in this country. 

The Principal Chief is requested to forward a copy of this 
resolution to the United States Agent, to be reported by him 
to the War Department. 

Tahlequah, Oct. 2d, 1839. 
Approved—JOHN ROSS. 

— — — 0 : 0 

An Act fixing the Compensation of the Officers of the Nation. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Principal 
Chief be, and he is hereby allowed, out of the public funds 
of this Nation, a salary of five hundred dollars per annum for 
his services; and the assistant Principal Chief three hundred 
dollars per annum. 

The Executive Connsellors shall each be allowed three dol­
lars per day while in actual service. 

The Judges of the Supreme Court shall each be allowed 
five dollars per day, while in service in holding court. 

The Circuit Judges shall be allowed each a salary of two 
hundred dollars per annum. 

The District Judges shall be allowed each one hundred 
dollars per annum. 

The Clerk of the Supreme Court shall receive for his ser­
vices, three dollars per day, during the session of the Supreme 
Court. 

The Clerks of the Circuit Courts shall each receive two 
dollars and fifty cents per days while in actual service. 
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The Clerks of the District Courts shall each receive two 
dollars per day while in actual service. 

Each Sheriff shall receive two hundred dollars per annum 
for his services. 

Each Juror shall be paid one dollar per day. 
The National Treasurer shall receive for his services a sal­

ary of five hundred dollars per annum. 
The Clerks of the National Committee and Council shall 

each receive three dollars per day while in service. 
Tahlequah, Oct. 4th, 1839. 

Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That it is expedi­
ent to appoint a delegation, consisting of eight persons, to 
represent the Cherokee people before the Government of the 
United States, for the purpose of adjusting and bringing to a 
final close all unsettled business between this Nation and the 
United States Government. And the Principal Chief be, and 
he is hereby requested to accompany said delegation. Each 
delegate shall receive, out of the public funds of the Nation, 
three dollars per day for his services during his absence on 
this mission. 

Tahlequah, Oct. 4th, 1839. 
Approved-JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act imposing prohibitions with regard to Tahlequah, the 
Council Ground. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That it shall not be 
lawful for any person to clear a field, or wastefully destroy 
the timber, within one-fourth of a mile of Tahlequah, the 
Council ground, without special permission of the National 
Council: Nevertheless, this act shall not be so construed as to 
prevent Young Wolf from enlarging his premises on the east 
side of the hollow and spring branch, running between said 
Young Wolf's and Tahlequah, the Council Ground; and also, 
as to prevent any person from the use of timber while attend­
ing the National Council. But no person whomsoever shall 
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be permitted to cut or destroy any timber within one hundreu 
yards of the fence enclosing the shed and office of the Princi­
pal Chief, except such timber as may be dead, upon the pen­
alty of paying a fine of five dollars for every such offence. 

~Tah If quail, Oct. 4th, 1839. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

— o:o 

Uf it enacted hy the National Council, That any person 
\ I J O may be lawfully summoned to appear before any of the 
courts to give testimony, and shall refuse or fail to atteud, 
•micas Oil account of sickness, he shall be fined in a sum not 
less than twenty-five nor exceeding one hundred dollars, at, the 
discretion of the court. 

And any person who may be summoned by an officer to aid 
in the arrest of a criminal, and shall refuse, unless it be on 
-iooomit of sickness, he shall be fined fifty dollars. 

And any fine which may be collected under this act shall 
he paid into the National Treasury. 

Be if further enacted, That each of the Judges and Clerks 
<•{' ihe .-everal courts are hereby authorized to administer 
olt ln. 

TnWquah, Oct. irk. 18(10. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

J> it enact2(1 hy .'he Natl Council, That all claims against 
•lie Nation shc'l he presented before the National Committee 
for investigation, and when allowed, there being now no funds 
to meet the donnn.-Js upon the Treasury, the National Com­
mittee sin 11 issue due bills to the respective claimants for the 
•>mount due, and which due bills shall be countersigned by 
ihe Principal Chief before they are given out. 

Tahlajuah, 0<t. ±th, 1^9 . 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o— 

An Art requiring the Treasurer to give Bond. 

Be it enacted hy the National Council, That the National 
Treasurer shall, before he enters on the duties of his office. 
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eater into bond with surety to the amount of seventy-five thous­
and dollars, which bond to be executed to the Cfterokee Na­
tion, and given to the Principal Chief, and subject to the ap­
proval of the National Council at its next session. 

Tahkquah, Oct. bth, 1839. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0 : 0 -

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Principal 
Chief be, and he is hereby, authorized to select some suita­
ble persons to translate the Constitution and Laws of this 
Nation into the Cherokee language, and to have the same 
printed both in English and Cherokee for the use and inform­
ation of the people. 

Tahkquah, 5th October, 1839. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That if any person 
<3r persons shall interrupt by misbehaviour, any congregation 
of Cherokee or white citizens, assembled at any place for 
divine worship, within the Cherokee Nation, such person or 
persons, so offending, shall, upon conviction thereof before 
any of the courts, be fined in a sum not exceeding twenty 
nor less than five dollars, for every such offence, to be ad­
judged by the court of the District in which such offence 
may be committed; and if any negro slave shall be convicted 
of the above offence, he shall be punished with thirty-nine 
stripes on the bare back. And all moneys so collected shall 
be paid over to the National Treasury. 

Tahlequah, October 7, 1839. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

• -o;o" • • 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the act fixing 
the compensation of the officers of the Nation, passed 4th Oc­
tober, 1839, be, and the same is hereby so amended, by 
granting an additional allowance to the compensation of the 
Sheriffs of six per cent, on all collections which may be made 

10 
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by them, under an execution from any of the clerks issued on 
a judgment, to be recovered of the person against whom such 
judgment may be made. 

Tahlequah, October 12, 183&, 
Approved—JSO. ROSS. 

— - — 0 : 0 «— 

Whereas a National convention of the People of the $hs* 
tern and Western Cherokees was assembled on the nVst day 
of July, 1838, for the purpose of forming a union of the two 
communities, (brought together by the late removal of the 
Eastern Cherokees,) and of adopting measures for the pre-* 
servation of order and the advancement of the general wel­
fare: 

And whereas the desired union has been consummated by 
general consent: and by the conditions of said union, "all 
rights and title to public Cherokee lands on the east and 
west of the river Mississippi, with all other public interests 
which may have vested heretofore in ekher branch of the 
Cherokee family;" are declared, "henceforward, to vest, en--
tire and unimpaired, in the Cherokee Nation, as constituted 
by this union:" 

And whereas various important questions, and much busi­
ness with the Government of the United States, both of a 
public and private character, remain in an unsettled state, 
and require to be definitively adjusted as early as practicable: 
Therefore, 

Be it enacted by the National Gouncil, That John Ross, 
Principal Chief, W. Shorey Coodey, Edward Gunter, Rich­
ard Taylor, Joseph M. Lynch, Looney Price, John Looney, 
Elijah Hicks, and Jesse Bushyhead, be appointed a delega­
tion to represent the Cherokee People before the Government 
of the United States; and that they be, and they are hereby, 
vested with full powers to enter into arrangements with the 
Government of the United States for the final adjustment of 
all matters mutually interesting to the United States and to 
the Cherokee people. 

Be it further enacted, That the above named John Ross, 
W. Shorey Coodey, Edward Gunter, Richard Taylor, Joseph-
M. Lynch, Looney Price, John Looney, Elijah Hicks, and 
Jesse Bushyhead, be, and they are hereby, authorized to ap* 
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ply to the Government of the United States, or to the proper 
officers thereof, for all sums of money due, or which may be­
come due, to the Cherokee Nation, on any account whatever, 
and to receive and receipt for the same, for and on behalf of 
the said Cherokee Nation. 

And be it further enacted, That ' n c a s e of vacancy occur­
ring in the aforesaid delegation, the Principal Chief of the 
Nation be, and he is hereby authorised to fill such vacancy 
by appointment. 

Tahkquah, Oct. 12, 1839. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 

An Act to organize the Nation into Eight Districts and for 
holding Elections. 

Be %t enacted by the National Council, That the following 
divisions of the Nation into eight Districts, shall continue 
until altered by law—to wit: 

I. 
SKIN BAYOU DISTRICT. 

Commencing at the mouth of Salisaw Creek, thence up 
the same to a point where the "Rogue's Path crosses; thence 
along said path to Bear Meat's old place; thence on a direct 
line to the two Knobs or Peaks, running between the same, 
to the nearest point of the State line; thence south along said 
line to the Arkansas river, and up the same to the place of 
beginning. 

II. 
ILLINOIS DISTRICT. 

Commencing at the point where the Rogue's Path crosses 
Salisaw Creek; thence on a direct line to Big Bear's [Allen 
Gafford's] on Elk Creek, and down said creek to its junction 
with Illinois river; thence crossing Short Mountain to Eli 
Harlin's, (including said Harlin in this District;) thence 
along the road by Joseph Coodey's and Dennis Biggs' to 
Grand river, at Fort Gibson; thence on the main road to the 
ferry on the Verdigris river, down the same to the Arkansas 
river; thence down said river to the mouth of Salisaw Creek, 
and up the same to the place of beginning. 
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III. 
CANADIAN DISTRICT. 

Commencing at the junction of the Arkansas and Canadian 
rivers; thence up the Canadian to the Creek boundary; thence 
along the said boundary to the Arkansas river, and down the 
same to the place of beginning. 

IV. 
FLINT DISTRICT. 

Commencing at the point where the Rogue's Path crosses 
the Salisaw creek; thenee along the line of Illinois District 
to the Illinois river; thence up said river to the mouth of 
Caney creek, and up said creek to Buffington's spring branch, 
and up said branch to the wagon road at Buffington's; thence 
along the main old road to the crossing of the south branch 
of the Barren Fork of Illinois; thence up said creek to the 
State line, and along said line to the line of Skin Bayon Dis­
trict; thence west along said District line to the place of be­
ginning. 

V. 
GOING SNAKE DISTRICT. 

Commencing on Caney creek at Fawn's Camp on the 
right, and following the path leading to Thos. F. Taylor's 
until the same forks on the mountain; thence along the right 
hand old path (leaving said Taylor's to the left,) to Dick 
Sanders' on the Barren Fork; thence along the road to James 
McDaniel's on Big Illinois; thence along the road or path 
leading to the Grand Saline, to Spring creek, thence up said 
creek to the crossing of the Washington county wagon road, 
at Gore's old cabin, following said road to Flint creek, then 
up said creek to the State line; then south along said line to 
the Flint District, and along the same to the place of begin­
ning. 

VI. 
TAHLEQUAH DISTRICT. 

Commencing at Fawn's Camp on Caney Creek, and fol­
lowing the line of Going Snake District to Spring creek; 
thenee down said creek to Grand river, and down the same 
to Fort Gibson; thence along the line of Illinois District to 
the Illinois river; thence up said river to Caney creek, and. 
up the same to the pjace of beginning. 
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VII. 
DELAWARE DISTRICT. 

Commencing at the point on Spring Creek where Going 
Snake and Tahlequah Districts corner; thence to the nearest 
source of Little Saline Creek, and down the same to its junc­
tion with Big Saline Creek; thence on a direct line to Grand 
river at the mouth of Spavinaw creek; thence up said river 
to the termination of the Cherokee territory, and including 
all the country east of the above described line to the State 
line and north of Going Snake District. 

VIII. 
SALINE DISTRICT. 

Commencing at the north-west corner of Delaware District; 
thence south along the western line of the said District to 
Tah !c;uah District on Spring creek; thence down said creek 
to Grand river, and along the same to Fort Gibson, including 
all the country west not embraced in any of the before de­
scribed Districts. 

Be it further enacted, That the election for two members 
of the National Committee, and three members of the Coun­
cil, and cne Sheriff for each District, shall be held on the first 
Monday in August 1841:—and all free male citizens, who 
shall have attained to the age of eighteen years, shall be 
equally entitled to vote in the District of which they may be 
residents; and every voter shall name the persons for whom 
lie votes. 

Be it further enacted, That there shall be two superinten­
dents at each precinct, to preside over the elections, who 
shall appoint a clerk, whose duty it shall be to make a list 
of all the candidates, and register the name of the each voter, 
stating the candidate for whom each vote is given. 

In the event that any of the persons hereinafter named as 
superintendents, are unable or refuse to serve as such, then 
•the people assembled to vote may choose others to fill such 
vacancies as may occur. The register or list of votes polled 
at each precinct shall be certified by the superintendents and 
clerk, and on the following day after the election, the super­
intendents shall assemble at the first named precincts in this 
act, in each District, and count all votes legally given, and 
issue a written certificate of election to each candidate, who 
shall have received the highest number of votes. The certi-
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fied register of votes shall then be sealed up, and transmitted 
to the Principal Chief, marked, "Election returns for — -
District." 

The following places are designated as precincts in the 
several Districts. 

1. For Skin Bayou District.—First precinct at the pres­
ent place of holding Courts:—George Lowrey, jr., and Mi­
chael Waters, superintendents. Second precinct at Little Jno. 
Rogers':—G. W. Gunter and John Rogers, superintendents. 

2. Flint District.—First precinct at George Chambers' 
Camp Ground:—George Chambers and Andrew Ross super­
intendents. Second precinct at Broken Canoe's:—Ezekiel 
Starr and George Still superintendents. 

3. Illinois District.—First precinct at Moses Smith's:— 
John Brewer and Richard Ratcliff, superintendents. Second 
precinct at Cat Fields:—Archibald Fields and Alexander 
Foreman, superintendents. 

4. Canadian District.—First precinct at James Thorn's:— 
Joseph Vann and John Thorn, superintendents. Second pre­
cinct at George Chisholm's:—Dutch and David Foreman, 
superintendents. 

5. Going Snake District.—First precinct at Hair Con­
rad's:—Hair Conrad and Samuel Foreman, superintendents. 
Second precinct at Rising Fawn's (in Piney Woods)—Geo. 
Starr, John Harnage, superintendents. 

6. Tahlequah District.—First precinct at Tahlequah:— 
Stephen Foreman and David Carter, superintendents. Sec­
ond precinct at William Campbell's:—Thomas Wilson and 
and Thigh Walker, superintendents. 

7. Delaware District.—First precinct at J. Buffington's:— 
Richard Taylor and William Wilson superintendents. Sec­
ond precinct at Johnson Fields':—James D. Wofford and Hi­
ram Landrum, superintendents. 

8. Saline District.—First precinct at the Grand Saline:— 
Nicholas M'Nair and Brice Martin, superintendents. Sec­
ond precinct at West's Saline:—David Vann and Bluford 
West, superintendents. 

The superintendents and clerks shall be required to take 
the following oath:—"You do solemnly swear that you will 
conduct the election according to the provisions of the act 
passed Nov. 4th, 1840." Approved—JNQ. ROSS, 

Tahlequah, Nov. 4th, J840, 
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An Act relative to expenses in Criminal Prosecutions. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That in all crimin­
al arrests by the lawful officers of the Nation, it shall be 
proper for such criminals to be boarded at some convenient 
or suitable place, with such guard as the officer may deem 
necessary for their security until trial, and if upon trial such 
criminals shall be acquitted, the expense of such suits shall 
be paid by the Nation; but if convicted, the expense shall 
be collected from the person or persons so convicted: if, 
however, the officer shall fail to make such collection, he 
shall certify the same, and that no property or effects of said 
criminal can be found, and the amount of such necessary 
expense shall be paid out of the National Treasury. 

The following shall be the rates of charges for boarding 
criminals and persons serving as guard:—Man and horse per 
day, seventy-five cents; man fifty cents. In all criminal trials 
the Clerk of the Court shall be required to make out a cer­
tified statement of the expenses of the case, and deliver the 
same to the Sheriff. 

Tahlequah, Nov. 6th, 1840. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act to prevent Gaming. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That gaming at 
cards, roulette, faro, or dice is hereby forbidden, and any per­
son who shall game at cards or any of the above games within 
five miles of Tahlequah, during the session of the National 
Council, or within one mile of any of the places designated 
for holding court, duiing the sitting thereof, shall, upon con­
viction of every such violation, before any of the courts, be 
fined in a sum not less than ten, nor exceeding fifty dollars, 
at the discretion of the court; and judgment shall be issued 
forthwith for the collection of the same, which sum when 
collected shall be paid into the National Treasury. 

Tahlequah, Nov. 7th, 1840. 
W. SHOREY COODEY, 

Pres't National Committee. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 
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Be it enacted by the National Council, That it shall not 
T>e lawful for any free negro or mulatto, not of Cherokee blood, 
to hold or own any improvement within the limits of this Na­
tion; neither shall it be lawful for slaves to own any property 
of the following description, viz: horses, cattle, hogs, or fire 
arms. And it is hereby made the duty of the Sheriffs of the 
several Districts, from and after the first day of June next, 
(1841) to sell, at public sale, to the highest bidder, after ten 
days notice, all such property as may be found owned by slaves, 
in violation of this prohibition: the proceeds of such sale to 
be paid to the said violator, after deducting eight per cent 
for the Sheriff's fee. 

And if any slave, free negro, or mulatto, not of Cherokee 
blood, shall introduce into the Nation, or sell, any spiritous 
liquors, it shall be the duty of the Sheriff of the District, up­
on being notified thereof, to waste or destroy such spiritoas 
liquors, and to inflict thirty-nine lashes on the bare back of 
any such person, as above named, for so offending. 

Tahlequah, Nov. 7th, 1840. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 
An Act to punish Robbery. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That any person 
who shall be guilty of robbery, or shall by unlawful force de­
prive another of his property, money or effects, such person, 
upon conviction before any of the courts, shall be punished 
with not less than thirty-nine nor exceeding one hundred lashes, 
and be fined in a sum double the amount of damages sustained 
by the person injured, for the benefit of the person injured; 
and if any person shall attempt to rob by shooting at, or as­
saulting another with any dangerous weapon, such person, 
upon conviction, shall be subject to such corporeal punish­
ment as the court shall deem proper, not exceeding one hun­
dred lashes. 

But if any person shall rob, or by unlawful force seize upon 
the property or effects of another, and shall, in so doing, 
wound or put in jeopardy the life of such other person by 
dangerous weapons, such person, so offending, shall, upon 
conviction thereof, suffer death. 

Tahlequah, Nov. l\th, 1840. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 



45 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the third 
section of the "Act relative to schools," passed 26th Septem­
ber, 1839, be, and the same is hereby revived and continued 
in effect, for the purposes therein specified, until the next an­
nual session of the National Council. 

Tahlequah, Nov. 12th, 1840. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o—^ 

Resolved by the National Council, That Alexander Fore­
man be, and he is hereby appointed and authorized to collect 
all public papers and records of the late Western Cherokee 
Nation, and deliver the same to the National Council at its 
next session. 

Approved^—JNO. ROSS. »j 

0:0 

An Act relating to Circuit and District Courts. 

CIRCUIT COURTS. 
Be it enacted by the National Council, That the two Judi­

cial Circuits already established be continued. The North­
ern Circuit shall be composed of Saline, Delaware, Going 
Snake and Tahlequah Districts—and the Southern, of Skin 
Bayou, Flint, Illinois and Canadian Districts; and the follow­
ing places are designated in the several Districts for holding 
«ourts, viz: 

In Skin Bayou, at or near Geo. Lowrey's on Skin Bayou. 
In Illinois, at or near James Mackey's. 
In Canadian, at or near Bird Pecker's. 
Is Flint District, at or near Ira Roger's. 
In Tahlequah, at the town of Tahlequah. 
In Going Snake, at or near Aggy Forester's. 
In Delaware, at or near Charles Landrum's. 
In Saline, at or near Sam'l Bell's place. 
The Judges shall hold their respective Courts in Skin Ba­

you and Saline Districts, on the first Monday in May and Sep­
tember, and in Flint and Delaware Districts, on the second 
Monday in May and September. In Going Snake and Illi­
nois Districts, on the third Monday in May and September, 
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and in Tahlequah and Canadian Districts, on the fourth Mon­
day in May and September. 

DISTRICT COURTS. 
Be it further enacted, That the District Court established 

in each District shall be held at the respective places designa­
ted for holding the Circuit Courts. The District Judges shall 
hold their respective Courts in Saline and Skin Bayou on the 
first Monday in January and July. In Flint and Delaware, 
on the second Monday in January and July. In Illinois and 
Going Snake, on the third Monday in January and July; and 
in Tahlequah and Canadian, on the fourth Monday in January 
and July. 

Be it further enacted, That all suits which may be pending 
in any of the courts of the Nation heretofore established, shall 
be transferred to the place of holding courts in the District 
where the defendents of the suits respectively reside. 

Be it further enacted, That all laws, or parts of laws, mili­
tating against this act are herebv repealed. 

Tahkquah Oct. 12th, 1841. 
Approved—A. M. VANN, Acting Chief. 

An Act regulating the Interest on Notes, Sfc. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That all promissory 
Notes, Executions and Judgements, payable in cash, which 
may hereafter originate, shall bear interest at the rate of six 
per cent, per annum. 

Tahlequah, Oct. \5th, 1841. 
Approved—A. M. VANN, Acting\Chief 

* 
o:o 

An Act authorizing the appointment of Guardians for Insane 
Persons and Orphan Children. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That in addition 
to the duties of the District Judges, they shall be required and 
authorized to appoint guardians for insane persons, and also 
for all orphan children, on application being made by some 
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Competent and responsible person or persons for that purpose*. 
The guardian or guardians so appointed shall be required to 
render in a schedule of all monies, property or other effecW 
belonging to such insane person or persons, or orphan or or­
phans, and at least once annually thereafter. Such guardian 
or guardians, shall be required to give bond, with good and 
sufficient security, in a sum double the amount of the value of 
the property, money or other effects, agreeably to the sched­
ule rendered in by such guardian or guardians, made payable 
to the District Judge or his successors in office, for the faith­
ful discharge of his, her, or their duty as guardian or guard* 
ians. 

Be it further enacted, That the property or other effects 
belonging to such insane person or orphan shall be Valued by 
at least two disinterested persons, and that the District Judges 
shall be required fo record all such bonds and schedules. 

Tahlequah, Oct. 12th, 1841. 
Approved—A. M. VANN, Acting Chief. 

An Act fof furnishing Provisibns for the Cbuncil. 

Be it enacted by the National Cbuncil, That the Sheriff*, 
who may be attending the Supreme Court, be required to let 
out to the lowest bidder, during the session of the annual 
Council, a contract for furnishing the Council, with corn, 
of meal, and salt. The contractors shall be required to en­
ter into a bond, in a sum of one thousand dollars, with suffi­
cient security, made payable to the Treasurer of the Na­
tion, for a faithful compliance with the terms of their con­
tracts. 

Be it further enacted, That no person, not a citizen of the 
Nation, shall be entitled to bid for said contracts. 

Tahlequah, Oct. 9th, 1841. 
Approved—A. M. VANN, Acting Chief. 

—» o:o—-— 
An Amendment to the Law defining Lawful Fences, passed 

in 1839. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That any person? 
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or persons, pot having a lawful fence, who may be guilty of 
injuring or destroying the property of any person or persons-, 
for breaking into the field of any person or persons, not having 
a lawful fence, shad be subject to pay to the owner or owners 
of such injured property, such damages as the Court of the 
District in which the parties may reside shall assess. 

Tahlcquah, Oct. 13th, 1841. 
Approved—A. M. VANN, Acting Chief. 

— 0 : 0 

An Act relating to Public Cooks. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That there be not 
exceeding six, nor less than that number of public cooks ap­
pointed at each annual Council hereafter: Provided, however, 
that in annual and called sessions of the Council, it shall be 
the duty of the Principal Chief to appoint more public cooks, 
should he deem a greater number necessary. 

Be it further enacted That it shall be the duty of the Com­
missary to see that each of the public cooks faithfully discharge 
the duties required of them. 

Tahlequah, Oct. 11th 1841. 
Approved—A. M. "VANN, Acting Chief. 

, o;o— 

An Act to Amend the JLaw passed 24#A September, 1839, 
regulating the Public Domain. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That it shall be 
Unlawful, hereafter, for any person or persons, to cut down a 

f iecan tree, unless for timber, or any other tree or trees use-
essly; and any person who shall violate this act, shall be lia­

ble to pay a fine of ten dollars for every such offence—one 
half for the benefit of the informer, and the other half to be 
paid into the National Treasury. 

Be it further enacted, That no person or persons shall be 
allowed to sell to citizens of the United States, any timber, 
rails, boards or stone, under the penalty of being liable to a 
fine in a sum of not less than fifty, nor exceeding two hundred 
dollars, for every such offence, at the discretion of the court; 
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for the benefit of the Cherokee Nation; Provided, that this 
act shall not be so construed as prohibiting any person or per­
sons, from selling cord-wood to the steamboals. 

Be it further enacted, That it shall also be unlawful for 
any person or persons, to set the woods on fire, from the fif­
teenth of October to the first of March, in each year; and 
should any person or persons be convicted, before any of the 
courts, of violating this act, he or they, shall be liable to be 
fined in a sum of ten dollars, one-half for the benefit of tile 
informer, and the other half to be paid into the National 
Treasury. 

Tahkquah, Oct. 13, 184L 
Approved—A. M. VANN, Acting Chief. 

0:0 * -

An Act relating to Licensed Traders, fyc. 

WHEREAS, in the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-
four, the Congress of the United States enacted a law, known 
and styled as the Intercourse Law, to regulate trade with the 
Indian tribes, and whereas, it is enacted in the 22d section 
of said Law, that if an Indian is party on one side, and a 
white man on the other, the burden of proof shall rest on the 
white man; and in the 33d section, that it shall be lawful for 
the troops to be employed in the apprehension of any white 
man, who may become a party to a suit where an Indian is 
concerned; and have him conveyed to the nearest civil au­
thority of the Territory, or Judicial District, in which the 
person may be found, to be proceeded against in due form of 
law:—Therefore, 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That from, and 
after the passage of this act, if any licensed Trader, or per­
son, not a citizen of the Nation, has, or may contract debts 
within the limits of the Nation, with a citizen thereof, it shall 
not be lawful for them to recover their debt or debts, in any 
of the courts of this Nation; and all laws or parts of laws, 
that may authorise the collection of such debts, are hereby 
«pealed. 

Tahlequah, YMh Oct., 1841. 
J. VANN, Pres't Committee. 

Approved—A. M. VANN, Anting Chief. 
20 
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An Act relating to Stud Horses, Sfc. 

, Be it enacted by the National Council, That from and after 
the first day of March, 1842, it shall be unlawful for stud 
horses or jacks, to run at large, after they become two years 
old, under the penalty of having such studs or jacks, altered by 
any person or persons; and should such stnds or jacks, die in 
consequence of being aftered, the person or persons, who 
may have altered such stud or jack, shall not be held account­
able for the value of such stud or jack. 

Tahlequah, Oct. 18th, 1841. 
Approved—A. M. VANN, Acting Chief. 

o;o 

An Act to amend an Act passed Ath Oct., 1839, respecting 
Persons who may be summoned by an Officer. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That any per­
son or persons, who may be summoned to appear before any 
of the Courts, to give testimony, and sball refuse or fail to 
attend, unless on account of sickness or other lawful excuse, 
he, she or they, shall be fined, in a sum not less than five, 
nor more than one thousand dollars, at the discretion of the 
Court. And any person who may be summoned by an offi­
cer, to aid in the arrest of any criminal, and shall refuse, 
unless it shall be on account of sickness, or other lawful ex­
cuse, shall be fined fifty dollars. 

Be it further enacted, That any person who may be sum­
moned to assist in arresting criminals, shall be entitled to 
one dollar and fifty cents per day for his services, out of the 
National Treasury; and all persons summoned to give testi­
mony in auy of the Courts, shall be entitled, each to one dol­
lar per day, during their attenance at Court, including going 
and returning home, to be paid by the person or persons, 
against whom Judgment may be rendered. 

Be it further enacted, That any person who shall be sum­
moned to serve as Juror, and fails, or refuses to attend court, 
unless on account of sickness, or other lawful excuse, shall 
be fined twenty-five dollars, which shall be paid into the Na­
tional Treasury. 

Tahlequah, Oct. \5tk, 1841. 
Approved—A. M, VANN, Acting Chief 
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An Act to amend an Act passed 2 4 $ September, 1839, ex­
empting certain Property from Sale. 

lie it enacted by the National Council, That it shall not 
be lawful for any officer to levy on the house, farm, or any 
other improvements of any person or persons. 

Ta&kquah, 15th October, 1841. 
Approved—A. M. VANN, Acting Chief. 

o:o 

An Act to amend an Act passed September 23d, 1839, estab-
lishhing the Judiciary. 

Be it enacted by the National Council That after the ad-
jourment of the present session of the Supreme Court of the 
Cherokee Nation, in the trial of appealed cases, the Supreme 
Court shall require the personal attendance of the witnesses: 
and the Circuit Judge shall be required, on granting appeals 
to the Supreme Court, to cause the witnesses to be summoned 
to attend the Supreme Court, and that there shall not be ex­
ceeding three witnesses to prove one point. All the testimo­
ny that may be taken down by the Clerk, in the Circuit 
Court of the Nation, shall also be sent to the Supreme Court. 

Tahlequah, October 15th, 1841. 

Approved 19 Oct., 1841—A. M. VANN, Acting Chief. 

o: 

An Act relating to Persons returning to the Nation. 
Be it enacted by the National Council, That all Cherokees, 

and other persons, having Cherokee privileges, who may have 
been residing out of the limits of the Nation previously to the 
adoption of the Constitution, are hereby exempted from being 
required to memorialize the National Council for admission 
to the rights and privileges of citizenships, it is considered 
that they have the right of returning without the action of 
the Council. 

Tahlequah, October 15th, 1841. 
J. VANN, President Natl Committee. 

Approved 19th Oct., '41:—A. M. VANN, Act'g Chief. 
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.4» Act Respecting Minors. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That from and af» 
ter the passage of this act, it shall not be lawful for any per­
son or persons whatever, to trade with a minor or minors, 
for property of any description, under the penalty of paying 
double the value of the property bought from such minor or 
minors, for the benefit of the parties injured. 

Be it further enacted, That it shall also be unlawful for 
any person or persons whosoever, to hire any minor or 
minors, without first obtaining the consent of his, or their 
parent or parents, guardian or guardians, under the penalty 
of being subject to pay damages to such parent or parents, 
gurdian or guardians, in a sum not exceeding double the 
amount of what such minor or minors, may be hired for. 

Be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful to assess 
damages as above, from any person or persons, who shall be 
able to prove to the Court, that he, she or they, were ignoraat 
that they were trading with a minor or minors. 

TahlequaJi, Oct. 15th, 1841. 
Approved—A. M. VANN, Acting Chief. 

o:o 

An Act relating to the Compensation of the Circuit Judges. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Circuit 
Judges shall be hereafter entitled to receive, out of the 
National Treasury, a compensation of two hundred and fifty 
dollars per annum for their services. 

Tahlequah, Oct. 15th, 1841. 
Approved—A. M. VANN, Acting Chief. 

o:o 

An Act authorizing the appointment of Solicitors or At­
torneys. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That a Solicitor or 
Attorney be appointed or chosen by a joint vote of both hous­
es of the National Council for each District, whose term of 
service shall be one year; and such Solicitor or Attorney, be* 
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fore he enters on the duties of his office, shall be commission­
ed by the Principal Chief. 

lie it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of such 
Solicitor or Attorney, to prosecute, in behalf of the Nation, 
all persons charged with criminal offences, that may be 
brought before any of the Courts of the Nation. And such 
Solicitor or Attorney shall be entitled to twenty-five dollars 
for each criminal whom he prosecutes, and who is convicted 
of the crime of murder: and five dollars for each criminal that 
•he causes to be convicted, charged with any criminal offence 
except murder, said fee to be paid out of the National Treas­
ury. 

Be it further enacted, That such Solicitor or Attorney, 
shall be required, before he enters upon the duties of his of­
fice, to take the following oath or affirmation,—"You do sol­
emnly swear, that you, as Solicitor or Prosecuting Attorney 
for and on behalf of the Nation, will, to the best of your skill 
and ability, prosecute all persons charged with criminal of­
fences, that may be brought before any of the courts in the 
District of • , and that you will not take or receive, 
any remuneration of any person charged with any criminal 
offence, but will be faithful to the Cherokee Nation in all 
prosecutions, to the best of your ability; so help you God." 

Tahlcquah, October 18, 1841. 
Approved—A. M. VANN, Acting Chief. , 

o:o 

An Act authorizing the appointment of Patrol Companies. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That from and af­
ter the passage of this act, it shall be lawful to organize pat­
rol companies in any neighborhood, where the people of such 
neighborhood shall deem it necessary; and such company, 
when organized, shall take up and bring to punishment any 
negro or negroes, that may be strolling about, not on their 
owner's or owners' premises, without a pass from their owner 
or owners. 

Be it further enacted, That any negro not entitled to Cher-
oliee privileges, that may be found or seen carrying weapons 
of any kind, such as guns, pistols, Bowie-knives, butcher-
Tinifes or dirks,, such patrol company may take, and inflict 
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as many stripes as they think proper, not exceeding thirty-
nine lashes. , 

Tahlequah, Oct. 19th, 1841. 
Approved—A. M. VANN, Acting Chief. 

- o:o 

An Act relating to Per Capita Money. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the head-
right or per capita money due the Cherokee people by the 
United States' Government, shall be applied to no other pur­
pose whatever, than an equal division among the citizens of 
the Cherokee Nation. 

Be it further enacted, That the Principal Chief or Assist­
ant Chief, be authorized, and is hereby required, to call on 
the United States' for a speedy payment of the same. 

Be it further enacted, That in ofder to expedite the pay­
ment of said money, there shall be elected by the joint vote 
of the Council, a suitable person in each District to take the 
census of the Cherokee people in their respective Districts, 
who shall be entitled to three dollars per day for their ser­
vices. 

Tahlequah, Oct. 19«A, 1841. 
Approved—A. M. VANN, Acting Chief. 

o:o 

An Act Establishing the Seat of Government. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the seat of 
the Cherokee Government is hereby established at Tahlequah 

Tahlequah, Oct. 19lh, 1841. 
Approved—A. M. VANN, Acting Chief. 

————o:o 

An Act to fill Vacancies. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Principal 
Chief be, and he is hereby authorized, upon the notification 
of the District Judge of any of the Districts, that a vacancy 
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exists in either of the houses of the National Council, by 
death or resignation of any of the members, to issue a writ of 
election to fill such a vacancy, which election shall be held 
in the District where such vacancy may exist. 

Tahlequah, Oct. 20YA, 1841. 
Approved—A. M. VANN, Acting Chief. 

0:0 

An Act prohibiting the carrying ef Weapons-
Be it enacted by the National Council, That it shall not 

be lawful for any person or persons, citizens of this Nation, 
or others, to carry secret arms, such as Bowie-knives, spears, 
dirks or pistols of any kind, under the penalty of being sub­
ject to pay a fine not exceeding fifty dollars, nor less than 
ten, one half for the benefit of the informer, and the other 
half to be paid into the National Treasury—and that no pro­
perty shall be exempted from satisfying such fines. 

Be it further enacted, That this act shall not be construed 
as preventing or prohibiting any lawful officer of the Nation, 
when executing his duties, from carrying weapons of the 
above mentioned description, or any person who may be trav­
eling on a journey. This act to take effect from and after 
the first day of January, 1842. 

Tahlequah, Oct. 21, 1841. 
Approved—A. M. VANN, "Acting Chief. 

o:o 

An Act prohibiting the Teaching of Negroes to Read and 
Write. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That from and af­
ter the passage of this act, it shall not be lawful for any per­
son or persons whatever, to teach any free negro or negroes 
not of Cherokee blood, or any slave belonging to any citizen 
or citizens of the Nation, to read or write. 

Be it further enacted, That any person or persons violat­
ing this act, and sufficient proof being made thereof, before 
any of the Courts, in this Nation, such person or persons, 
upon conviction, shall pay a fine for every such offence in 
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a sum not less than one, nor over five hundred dollars, at the 
discretion of the Court, the same to be applied to National 
purposes. 

Tahlequah, 22d October, 1841. 
Approved—A. M. VANN, Acting Chief. 

0:0 

An Act relative to Stone Coal, 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That from and af­
ter the passage of this act, Stone Coal shall be the common 
property of the Cherokee people, and that each Cherokee, or 
citizen of the Nation, shall be equally entitled to use the 
same. 

Be it further enacted, That this act shall not be so con­
strued, as authorizing or allowing any Cherokee or Chero-
kees, or other citizens of the Nation, to lease or rent, any 
mine of stone coal to any citizen or citizens of any other 
government; and that it shall be the duty of the Sheriffs of 
the several Districts to report any person not a citizen of the 
Nation, who may be guilty of taking stone coal, to the near­
est military post, to be dealt with agreeably to the United 
States' laws. 

Be it further enacted, That any citizen of the Nation, 
who may be guilty of leasing or renting any stone coal mine 
to any citizen of any other government, upon conviction be­
fore any of the Courts, shall be fined in a sum not less than 
five hundred, nor more than one thousand dollars, to be ap­
plied to National purposes. 

Tahlequah, October 22tf, 1841. 
Approved—A. M. VANN, Acting Chief 

0:0 •• 

An Act defining the duties of Census Takers. 

• Be it enacted by the National Council, That it shall be 
the duty of the Census Takers, to be appointed in, and for 
each District, to take down the name of the head of each 
family, and also the names of all composing such family, of 
1̂1 the citizens of the Cherokee Nation, including those of 
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the Cherokees who are living on what is called the neutral land, 
excluding all persons who are not entitled to citizenship in 
this Nation—such as free negroes, whites, or Indians of any 
other nation, who are not of Cherokee blood, who may be 
residing in the Nation. 

Be it further enacted, That any person who may be guilty 
of giving in a greater number of names than he or she may 
be entitled to give in, or of giving in the name of any other 
than a lawful citizen of the Nation, and satisfactory proof 
being made to that effect, before any of the Courts, such per­
son or persons, shall forfeit and pay a sum not less than double 
the amount they aimed to obtain. 

Be it further enacted, That the persons so appointed, be­
fore they enter upon the duties of their appointment, shall be 
required to take the following oath: 

" I , A. B., do solemnly swear that I will, to the best of my 
ability and skill, execute and perform the duties assigned me 
as census taker, without partiality to any person or persons 
whatsoever, and true return make of the same, so help me 
God." 

Be it further enacted, That the census takers shall be re­
quired to make their returns to the Principal Chief: and the 
census takers shall not enter upon the duties of their appoint­
ment, until they are notified by the Principal Chief, that the 
Government are in readiness to pay over to the Cherokee 
people the head-right or per capita money due the Cherokees. 

Be it further enacted, That the amount paid to each indi­
vidual in rations, in the year 1840, shall be deducted out of 
the amount due those who may have drawn rations. 

Tahlequah, Oct. 25th, 1841. 
Approved—A. M. VANN, Acting Chief 

o:o 

An Act prohibiting the Introduction and Vending of Spirit-
ous Liquors 

Be it. enacted by the National Council, That from and 
after the fust day of January, 1842, the introduction and vend­
ing of ardent spirits in this Nation shall be unlawful; and any 
and all persons are prohibited from selling or retailing spirit» 
pus. liquors within the limits of the Nation, under the penalty 
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of having the same wasted or destroyed by any lawful officer, 
or person authorized by the Sheriff for that purpose. 

Be it further enacted, That any person or persons who 
may be found guilty before any of the courts of the Nation, 
for violating this act, shall be fined in a sum not less than ten, 
nor more than five hundred dollars, at the discretion of the 
court; one half to be paid to the informer, and the other half 
to be paid into the Treasury. Such informer shall be requir­
ed to produce the evidence against persons so offending, and 
in case such informer fails to establish his, her or their charge, 
shall be liable to pay all cost attending such prosecution. 

Be it further enacted, That nothing in this act shall be so 
construed as to violate any of the provisions of the Intercourse 
Law. 

All laws militating against this act are hereby repealed. 
Tahkquah Oct. 25th, 1841. 

Approved—A. M. VANN, Acting Chief. 

An Act relative to Salines. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the first ar­
ticle of the law regulating the Salines in the Nation, passed 
6th December, 1833, at Tolluntaeskey, by the Committee and 
Council of the Western Che.rokees, and sanctioned by their 
Chiefs, declaring all Salines in the Nation to be the common 
property of the Nation, be and the same is hereby contiuued 
in full force; Provided, that nothing contained in this clause 
shall be so construed as to deprive individuals of their rights, 
where they have obtained salt water by their own labor. 

Be it further enacted, That there be appointed by the Prin­
cipal Chief a suitable agent on the part of the Nation, invest­
ed with full authority to commence and prosecute an action 
at law for the possession of the Salines belonging to the Na­
tion, which are now in the possession of individual citizens of 
the Nation, and claimed as their pioperty. 

Be it further enacted, That said agent, after obtaining pos­
session of said Salines, be required to advertise at least sixty 
«lays, and rent to the highest bidder for the term of ten years, 
all Salines belonging to the Nation—which bidder shall be a 
citizen of the Nation, who shall be required to pay annually 
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to the Treasurer of the Nation one tenth of the amount said 
Salines may rent for, and give bond with good and sufficient 
security, in a sum double the amount, for a faithful compli­
ance with his contract. 

Be it further enacted, That the agent shall proceed to have 
valued, by two or three disinterested persons, all the metals, 
sheds, tools or other improvements necessary to the making of 
salt, and give the person to whom they belong a certificate of 
the amount of said valuation. And the agent so appointed, 
shall, at the next General Council, render in a schedule of the 
property so valued, with the prices annexed, which shall be 
paid for by the Nation. 

Be it further enacted, That all the metals or improvements 
that may be added by any of the renters, at the expiration of 
the time for which the different Salines may be rented, shall 
be valued by agents to be appointed by the National Council, 
and paid for by the Nation. 

Be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any 
person or persons, to sink a well within one fourth of a mile 
of any of the Salines considered public property. 

Tahlequah,Nov. Zd, 1841. 
A. M. VANN, Acting Chief. 

• o;o" 

An Act relative td Public Schools. 

Be it enacted hy the National Council, That for the pur" 
pose of placing the means of a common education within the 
reach, as nearly as possible, of every person, there shall be 
established throughout the Nation eleven common schools, 
according to the following ratio, viz: Two in Delaware Dis­
trict, two in Going Snake District, two in Flint District, one 
in Canadian District, one in Skin Bayou District, one in Illi­
nois District, one in Tahlequah District and one in Saline 
District. 

Be it further enacted, That there shall be elected by the 
National Council, once in every two years, a Superintendent 
of Schools for the Cherokee Nation, who shall appoint a Board 
of Directors for each School, consisting of three persons, who 
shall hold their office during good behavior. 

Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Su> 
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erintendent of the Schools, to see that good comfortaWe' 
chool houses are erected, and such schools established as 

provided for above—to visit the schools so established at least 
twice in each year, and report their condition and progress 
annually to the National Council, to receive and receipt for 
all sums of money placed in his hands by the Treasurer of 
the Cherokee Nation, as a school fund, and disburse the same 
in defraying the expenses of the several schools herein provid­
ed for, allowing to each sohool not exceeding five hundred 
and thirty-five dollars. 

Be it further enacted, That the Superintendent of the 
Schools, before he enters upon the duties of his office, shall 
give bond with sufficient securityj to the amount of sixteen 
thousand dollars, for the faithful performance of the duties 
imposed upon him, which bond shall be executed to the Che­
rokee Nation. 

Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Su­
perintendent of the Schools to report annually to the National 
Council the amount of funds received by him from the Treas­
urer of the Cherokee Nation, the amount expended, and for 
what specific purposes expended. 

Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Board 
of Directors of each school, to locate and superintend the 
building of such school houses in their respective Districts, as 
are herein provided for, and, with the concurrence of the Su­
perintendent of Schools, to employ teachers for the respective 
schools, who they shall examine as to their competency to 
teach, and have power to dismiss from their office for ill con* 
duct or failure to perform their duties, 'they shall also have 
power to prescribe the kinds of books to be used, and the 
branches to be taught in the several schools. 

Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Board 
of Directors of each school to visit the schools under their care 
once in every three months. They shall also prescribe the 
amount of time to be employed in teaching, and the number 
and duration of vacations in each year. 

Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Board 
of Directors of each school, to take up all orphan children, 
who may be within their respective bounds, and place thein 
in some good steady family convenient to the school, which 
children shall attend, and be clothed and be boarded out of 
monies appropriated for the same; Provided, the expenses of 
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«Och children at each school does not exceed two hundred 
dollars per annum. 

Be it further enacted, That the Superintendent of Schools 
shall receive for his services, from the school fand,the annual 
sura of three hundred dollars. 

Be it further enacted, That no school, excepting in extra­
ordinary cases, shall go into operation with less than twenty-
five nor exceeding sixty scholars. 

Tahlequah, Dec. 16th, 1841. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

— 0 : 0 — - — 

An Act respecting Stray Property. 

SEC. I. Be it enacted by the National Council, That it 
shall be the duty of the Sheriff of each District, to take and 
receive, post and advertise at three of the most public places 
in the District for public sale, all stray property, such as 
horses, jacks, jennies and mules, cattle, hogs, sheep and 
goats, that may be found in their respective Districts—giving 
the height, color, brands and marks, as precise as possible: 
and should the owner or owners of such property, so posted 
and advertised for public sale, not reclaim his, her, or iheir 
property so posted, within two months, the Sheriff shall pro­
ceed to sell the property so posted, at public sale, on a credit 
of six mouths. The purchaser or purchasers shall be requir­
ed to give note, with good and sufficient security, payable to 
the National Treasurer; which note shall be placed in the 
hands of the Treasurer. 

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted. That any person or per­
sons whosoever, who may take up stray property, such as 
horses, jacks, jennies and mules, cattle, hogs, sheep or goats, 
shall be required to have the same posted within ten days 
after he, she, or they may take up any such property. 

SEC. 3. Be it further enacted, That should any person 
or persons, taking up any stray property of the above descrip­
tion, fail to have the same posted within the time above spe-
dcified, and should the said property be lost or injured, the 
person or persons, shall be held responsible for the same. 

SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That the Sheriff shall be 
«ntitled to one dollar for every horse, jack, jenny or mule, so 

21 
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posted and advertised for sale, and for cattle fifty 'cents, and 
for hogs, sheep and goats, twelve and a half cents each. 

SEC. 5. Be it further enacted. That it shall be the duty 
of the Sheriff in each District, to place in good hands all 
work horses and mules for keeping OTI account of their labor; 
or otherwise one dollar per week shall be allowed for keeping 
and feeding on forage, all posted stray horses, jacks, jennies 
or mules. 

SEC. 6. Be it further enacted, That ft shall be the duty 
of the District Judge in each District, to write down the tes­
timony produced by the owner, or owners of stray property 
so posted and advertised for sale. And if the owner, or own­
ers of the stray property so posted, [prove his, her, or their 
property,] he, she, or they, shall be required to pay all ex­
penses for keeping, posting, &c. 

SEC. 7 Be it further enacted, That should the owner, or 
owners of any stray property, that may be posted and adver­
tised for sale, fail to prove his, her, or their property so post­
ed and sold within eight months, it shall be the exclusive 
property of the purchaser cr purchasers. But should the own­
er, or owners of such property so posted and sold, be able to 
prove property before the District Judge of the District in 
which the holder of the said proper y may reside, within six 
months after the expiration of eight months, he, she, or they 
shall be entitled to the proceeds of the sales of such property 
from the National Treasury, upon the certificate of the Dis­
trict Judge to that effect. 

S E C 8. Be it further enacted, That the expenses of keep­
ing and posting, & c , of stray properly shall be taken out of 
the proceeds of the sales of the same. 

Tahhquah, Oct lick, 1841. 
Approved—A. M. VANN, Acting Chief. 

o:o 

Resolution of the Nat'onal Council—appointing Captain 
John. Drew to command a force of 100 nun, for the purpose 
of pursuing and arresting certain Negroes therein named. 

WHEREAS, the National Council have this day been in­
formed, by good authority, that certain Negroes, belonging 
to Joseph Vanu of Canadian District, and other citizens oi 
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the Nation, have plundered their owners, bid defiance to the 
laws of the country, and absconded: thereby making their 
way to the Creek Nation, 

Be it thirrfnrc resolved by the National Council, That 
Captain John Drew be, and he is, hereby appointed to com­
mand a company, which slnll consist of One Hundred effec­
tive men, to pursue, arrest, and de'iver over said negroes, to 
the commanding ollicer at Fort for safe keeping. 

Be it further rcsolvid, Tint if any or all of the said Ne­
groes so pursued, sh ill resist the company, and one or all of 
them be killed, neither the Nation, the. said company, nor 
any member thereof, shall Le accountable f:r such act. 

Be it further resolved, That the commandant and privates 
of said company, shall receive from the National Treasury 
such compensation as may Le allowed bv the National Coun­
cil. 

Be it further resolved, That the Principal Chief do com­
municate to the United States' Agent for the Cherokee Na­
tion, and through him to the commanding officer at Fort 
Gibson. Also to communicate the same to the Chiefs of the 
Creek and Choctaw Nations. 

Be it further resolved, That the Captain of said company 
be, and. he is hereby authorized to purchase ammunition and 
supplies for the expedition, and to render his accounts to the 
National Council for payment, which shall be made out of 
the National Treasury:—Provided that the expedition be not 
unnecessarily protracted, and no needless expenses thereby 
incurred. 

Tahlcquah, Nov. 17th, 1842. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o :o 
An Act to appropriate $51)0, to Captain John Drew. 
Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum 

of Five Hundred dollars be, and is, hereby appropriated out 
of any money in the Treasury, not otherwise appropriated, 
for the purpose of defraying the expenses of Captain John 
Drew and Company, in pursuing certain runaway negroes 
specified in the act of Council of the l?th instant: and the 
Principal Chief is hereby authorized to draw a warrant for 
the same. 

Tahlequah, 18th Nov., 1842. 
Approved—JNOL RQS& 
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An Act in regard to abandoned Improvements. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That all improve­
ments which may be left unoccupied by any person or persons, 
citizens of this Nation, and such person or persons, remove to' 
another place, leaving no person or tenant on their former 
place for the term of two years, such place or improvements 
shall be considered abandoned, and revert to the Nation as 
common property; and any person or persons whatever, citi­
zens of this Nation, may take possession of any such improve­
ment so left—which shall thenceforward be considered their 
lawful property. 

Be it further enacted, That should any person or persons, 
having possession of, and claiming an improvement, and an­
other person or persons claiming the same, such claimant or 
claimants are required to commence an action by law, within 
twelve months after such person or persons take possession of 
said improvement so claimed, or otherwise their rights to such 
improvement is considered forfeited by this act. 

Be it further enacted, That nothing in this act shall be so 
construed as to impair the rights of orphans. 

Tahlequah, Nov. 19th, 1842. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act for filling the vacancy of Principal and Assistant 
Chiefs. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That in case of 
the death, resignation, or inability of both the Principal and 
Assistant Chiefs to discharge their official duties, that the 
President of the National Committee shall hereby lawfully ex­
ercise the duties of Principal Chief until such vacancy or in­
ability be removed, or such vacancy filled, according to the 
provisions of the Constitution. 

Tahlequah, Nov. 19th, 1842. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 
An Act for a Pension for blind " Tarchursa." 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That a blind maw, 
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now residing at Flute's, on Fourteen Mile creek, Tahlequah 
District, by the name of Tarchursa, shall receive a pension of 
thirty dollars annually during his life, to be paid out of the 
funds of the Cherokee Nation. 

Be it further enacted, That the Hon. John Fletcher Boot 
is hereby appointed guardian for the said Tarchursa, who is 
hereby fully authorized to receive and disburse for his benefit, 
the amount above specified. 

Approved—JNO. ROSS. 
Tahlequah, Nov. 19th, 1842. 

o:o 

An Act in relation to several Districts' 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the act or­
ganizing the Cherokee Nation into eight Districts, and for 
holding elections, shall remain in force so as to govern the 
next election, with the following additions and change of 
precincts, viz: 

Skin Bayou District.—Additional precinct at Tobacco 
Will's, on Leek's Creek; Judge Brown and Tobacco Will 
Superintendents. 

Flint District.—Change of precinct from the Camp-meet­
ing Ground to the Court House; Geo. Chambers and Andrew 
Adair, Superintendents; additional precinct at Sally Bark's; 
James Bigby, Sr., and George Blair Superintendents. 

Going Snake District.—First precinct changed from Hair 
Conrad's to the Court House; Moses Downing and William 
Harnage, Superintendents. Second precinct changed from 
Rising Fawn's to the Meeting Ground, on Peavine; Geo. H. 
Starr and Jack Wind, Superintendents. 

Tahiequah District.—An additional precinct at Thos. L. 
Rider's; Jeremiah Horn and Thos. L. Rider Superintendents. 

Delaware District.—First precinct changed from J. Buf-
fington's to Richard Taylor's; second precinct changed from 
Johnson Field's to Rev. Peter's; third and additional precinct, 
at the public School House, Honey Creek. John Ratcliif 
and Elijah Moore Superintendents. 

Saline District.—First precinct changed from the Grand 
Saline to the Court House; Bluford West and Judge McNair 
Superintendents. Second precinct at Mrs. Ware's, on Spring 
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Creek; G. West and A. Bible, Superintendents. Additional 
precinct at Charles Coodey's; Isaac Bushyhead and Charles 
Coodey, Superintendents. 

Be it further enacted, That so much of the act passed 
November 4th, 1840, entitled "an Act to organize," &c. & c , 
providing for the Superintendents to meet at the first named 
precinct, is hereby repealed, and the Court House, or place of 
holding courts in the several Districts, is hereby adopted, 

Tahlequah, Nov. 22d, 1842. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 
Be it enacted by the National Council, That from and af­

ter the passage of this act, it shall not be lawful for any per­
son or persons, to charge another falsely or disgracefully with 
any act to the injury of their reputation; to wit, murder or be­
ing accessory thereto, robbery, theft, counterfeiting, or in any 
manner slandering for the purpose as above specified, shall 
upon conviction, be fined as hereafter provided. 

Be it further enacted, Thi t when any person or persons, 
are found guilty of violating the provisions of this act in any 
manner whatever, shall, upon conviction before any of the 
courts having jurisdiction of the cape, be fined in a sum not 
less than five, nor exceeding five hundred dollars, at the dis­
cretion of the Court; such fine, when obtained, shall go to 
the party injured, and the costs of suits shall be paid by the 
party convicted. 

Tahlequah, Nov. 23d, 1842. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act granting permission to the Moravian Board to estab­
lish a Missionary Station in the Cherokee Nation. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That permission be, 
and is hereby granted to the Board of the Moravian Society 
at Salem, N. C , to erect a Missionary Station near the head 
of Spring Creek, on the Military road in this Nation, for tfce 
purpose of carrying on their labors in the instruction and im­
provement of the Cherokee people. 

Tahlequah, Nov. 2<M, 1842. 
Approved—JOHN ROSS. 
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An Act against False Swearing. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That from and af­
ter the passage of this act, should any person be found guilty 
of false swearing before or in any of the courts of this .Nation, 
and undoubted or creditable testimony being made against any 
person or persons, charged with such offence in any court of 
this Nation, he, she or they so offending, shall, upon convic­
tion, be deprived of holding any appointment of honor, trust 
or profit, under the government of this Ni.tion, and debarred 
forever afterward from giving testimony in any of the courts. 

Be it further enacted, That it shall require four respect­
able witnesses to convict any person or citizen of this Nation 
of perjury before any courts where he, she, or they may be 
brought for trial. 

Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of. the 
Judge before whom such person or persons have been convict­
ed, to issue public notices to the. several Districts, giving the 
name and -residence, or some identity of the person so con­
victed, and also to enter it on the records of the court. 

Be it further enattcd, That when a person his a suit in 
court, and is cast in consequence of one or more of the wit­
nesses giving false testimony, such person or persons so cast, 
shall, upon conviction of such witnesses beferc any court'of 
the District, where such persons may be resident, according 
to the provisions of the above act, he. she, or they so injured, 
shall have the benefit of a new trial before the court whore 
such case may have been decided. 

Tahlequah, Nov. 28th, 1842. 
Approved—J NO. ROSS. 

0:0 

A Resolution in relation to a visit to Washington City by 
John Rogers. 

WHEREAS, the National Council have been informed from 
-an undoubted source, that certain individuals, viz: Captain 
John Rogers, and other citizens of the Cherokee Nation, are 
on their way to Washington City, styling themselves repre­
sentatives of the Western Cherokees—or "Old Settlers"— 
•contrary to .the "Act of Union" entered into between the 
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Eastern and Western Cherokees, and in which the said Cap-; 
tain John Rogers and his adherents acquiesced, on the 26th 
of June, 1840; and also contrary to the Constitution and laws 
of the Cherokee Nation, 

Be it therefore enacted by the National Council, That the 
Principal Chief be, and he is, hereby requested to notify the 
Agent of the United States for the Cherokee Nation, for the 
information of the heads of the Government of the United 
States, that those individuals, viz: Captain John Rogers and 
others, have not been authorized by the Nation, and, there­
fore, any act of their's will not be binding on the Cherokee 
Nation. 

Be it further enacted, That the Principal Chief aforesaid, 
notify the United States Agent that the National Council do 
protest against those individuals acting in any way whatever 
in a National capacity. 

Tahlequah, Nov. 28th, 1842. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act for Building Court Houses. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Sheriffs 
and District Judges of the respective Districts, be, and aie 
hereby authorizsd to have budt, at the expense of the Nation, 
a Court House in each of the Districts, suitable for the pur­
pose of holding the Courts of said Districts:—provided, that 
the cost of each Court House shall not exceed the sum of 
three hundred dollars. 

Be it further enacted, That the said Sheriffs and Judges 
are hereby required to have the Court Houses built so soon 
as may be deemed expedient, and make their reports to the 
next annual session of the Nation Conncil. 

Tahltquah, November Mth, 1842. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

-oJo-

A n Act to authorize a General Convention of Neighboring 
Tribes of Indians. 

WHEREAS, it appears necessary for the mutual peace and 
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happiness of the several Tribes living contiguous to each oth­
er, and from their advancing state of civilization and contin­
ual intercourse among each other, that some plan be devised, 
and regulations adopted, fir their good understanding, and. 
securing mutual happiness among each other, 

Be it therefore enacted by the National Council That the 
Principal Chief be, and he is hereby authorized to appoint 
two suitable persons from each District, as a Delegation on 
the part of the Cherokee Nation to confer with such dele­
gate as may be appointed by the Creeks, Seminoles, Choc-
taws, Chickasaws, Osages, and such other Tribes as may 
deem it expedient, for the purpose of coming to some definite 
understanding for the adjudication of all unsettled business 
that may exi^t, and to enter into such international laws and 
regulations as may be deemed necessary for the welfare and 
prosperity of the respective tribes. 

Be it further enacted, That the Principal Chief be, and 
he is hereby authorized to communicate with the Chiefs of 
the tribes above named, and determine with them the time 
and place most suitable for such meeting or conference. 

Be it further enacted, That the said delegation shall re­
port to the next GeneraJ Council the result of the meeting of 
said tribes. And each delegate shall be allowed as compen­
sation for his services, the same pay as is allowed to members 
of the National Council. 

Be it further enat ted, That one of the Executive Coun­
sellors be appointed as a delegate over and above the number 
specified in the foregoing acts. 

Tahlequah, December 1st, 1842. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

:o 

An Act against Sale of Land, Sfc. 

WHEREAS, the peace and prosperity of Indian Nations are 
frequently sacrificed or placed in jeopardy by the unrestrain­
ed cupidity of their own individual citizens, and, whereas, 
we ourselves are liable to suffer from the same cause, and be 
subjected to future removal and disturbances, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That any person 
or persons, who shall attempt tp subvert the Government of 
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this Nation by conspiring to put down or resist the enforce­
ment of the Constitution and laws, as prescribed by Legisla­
tive enactment, he or they so offending, shall, upon convic­
tion thereof, before any legally constituted Court of this Na­
tion, receive for each and every like offence, one hundred 
lashes on the bare back, and b« forever after debarred from 
holding any office or station of trust or emolument under this 
government. 

Be it further enacted, T in t any person or persons, who 
shall contrary to trn will and consent (fthe Legislative Coun­
cil of this Nation in General Council convened, enter into a 
treaty with any Commissioner or Commissioners of the United 
States, or any oiiicer or officers instructed for the purpose, 
and agree to cede, exchange, or dispose in any way, or any 
part or portion of the lands belonging to or claimed by the 
Cherokces, we.t of the Mississippi, he or they so offending, 
upon conviction before any Judge of the Circuit, or the Su­
preme Coorts shall suffer death: and any of the aforesaid" 
Judges, are authorized to call a Court for the trial of any 
person or persons so transgressing. 

Be it furthr enacted, That any person or persons, who 
shall violate the provisions of the second section of this act, 
and shall resist or refuse to appear at the place designated for 
trial, or abscond, are hereby declared to be outlaws: and any 
person or persons, citizens of this Nation, may kill him or 
them so offending, at any time and in any manner most con­
venient within the limits of this Nation, and shall not be held' 
accountable to the Ltvs for the same. 

Be it furlh'r in a ted, That if any person or persons of 
this Nation, s'nll, as aforesaid, enter into a treaty with the 
State Government, or the United States' Government for any 
object uhMever, other thin a oed»ion or exchange of land, he 
or they, upon conviction before any legally constituted Court 
of this Nation, shall receive one hundred lashes on the bare 
back 

Be it further enacted, That no treaty shall be binding 
upon this Nation, which shall not be ratified by the General 
Council, and approved by the Principal Chief of the Nation. 

Tahlequah, December -Id, 1C42. 
A. FIELDS, Speaker Kafl Council 

Passed with the following amendment — 
Be it furUier enacted, That nothing, shall be so construed» 



71 

Jn the foregoing acts, as to deny the rights vested in the au. 
thorities of the Nation by the first ariicle, section first, of the 
Constitution. 

Tahkquah, December 5th, 1842. 
J. VANN, Pres't Nat'I Committee. 

Concurred—A. FIELDS, Speahr Ncn'l Cmtucil 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

An Act in regard to Free Negroes, 

Sfif, 1st. Be it enacted by the National Council, That it 
be made the duly of the Sheriff» of the several Districts of this 
Nation to notify all free Negroes who may be in this Nation, 
excepting such as may have been freed by our citizens, thdt 
they must leave the limits of this Nation by the fir.-t day of 
January, eighteen hundred and forty-three; ur as soon there­
after as may be practicable. 

SEC. 2d. lie it further enacted, That should any free 
Negroes, as aforesaid refuse to obey the order of any Sheriff 
or Sheriffs, it shall be the duty of such Sheriff or Sheriffs, to 
report such nejro or negroes to the United .States' Agent for 
the Cherokee.»-, for immodin e expulsion irmi the Nation. 

SEC. 3d. lie it further cnattcd, That should any citizen 
or citizens of this Nation, free any negro or negroes, the said 
citizen shall be held responsible lor the conduct of the negro 
or negroes so freed: and in case the citizen or citizens so 
freeing any ne<rro or negroes, shall di<- or remove from the* 
limits of this Nation, it shall be required of such negro of 
negroes, that he, she, or they give satisfactory security to 
any one of the Circuit Judges, for their conduct, or herein 
failing, he, she, or they shall be subject to removal as above 
specified. 

SEC. 4th. lie it further enacted, That should any free 
negro or negroes be found guilty of aiding, abetting or de­
coying any slave or slaves, to leave his or their owner or em­
ployer, such free negro or negroes, shall receive for each and 
every such offence, one hundred lashes cu the bare back, and 
be immediately removed from this Nation. 

Tahkquah, December 2d 1342. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS, 
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An Act amerding the Act passed the 24th September, 1839, 

exempting certain Property from Sale. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That from and af­
ter the passage of this act, it shall not be lawful to expose at 
public sale, for debt or other purposes, any mechanical or 
manufacturing tools whatever. 

Tahlequah, December 3d, 1842. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

An Act to exempt Property from Public Sale. 

SEC. 1st. Be it enacted by the National Council, That 
from and after the passage of this act, it shall not be lawful 
for any of the Sheriffs, deputy Sheriff*, or any other person, 
to advertise and sell any property by virtue of an exe­
cution, issued after the passage of this act, from any of the 
Courts of the Cherokee Nation, until after the expiration of 
two years from the date thereof. 

SEC. 2d. Be it further enacted, That provided the Unit­
ed States' Government make a just settlement with the Cher­
okee Nation, of all dues due them, and pays over the money 
accordingly, then in that case this law shall be null and void. 

Tahlequah, Decanter 5th, 1842. 
Approved—JNO ROSS. 

— o:c— 

Resolution to remove Canadian Court House. 

t WHEREAS, application has been made for the removal of 
the Court House in Canadian District, 

Be it therefore resolved by the National Council, That the 
Court House of Canadian District be removed to or near 
Webber's Falls. 

Tahlequah, Dec. 7th. 1842. 
J . VANN, Pres't Nat. Committee. 
A. FIELDS, Speaker Nat. Council, 
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An Act in relation to the Salary of the Clerk of the Su­
preme Court, 8fc. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Clerk of 
the Supreme Court be allowed out of the National Treasury 
a salary of twenty-five dollars a year, in addition to what is 
allowed per day for his services. 

Tahlequah, Dec. 8th, 1842. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

—.——o:o —— 

Resolution of the Committee and Council respecting Creeks 
and Seminoles within the limits of the Cherokee Nation. 

WHEREAS, the National Council has been informed that 
there has been many complaints rendered to the Agent, that 
the Creeks and Seminoles have, and are now committing de­
predations on the property of the Cherokees, and the Agent 
has asked advice of the National Council on the subject of 
their removal, 

Be it therefore resolved by the National Council, That the 
Principal Chief be, and he is hereby authorized to notify 
Gov. P. M. Butler, Cherokee Agent, that the National Coun­
cil has thought proper to take no definite action at present, 
either admitting or ejecting said Creeks and Seminoles, until 
the conference which is contemplated with the different 
tribes, shall have been held. 

Tahlequah Dec. 10*A, 1842. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

-o:o—•— 

An Act to Translate the Laws of the Cherokee Nation into 
the Cherokee Language. 

SEC. 1. Be it enacted by the National Council, That an 
act passed the 5th October, 1839, authorizing the Principal 
Chief to appoint suitable persons to translate the Constitu­
tion and Laws of the Cherokee Nation, be revised and 
amended. 

SEC. 2d. Be it further enacted, That the Principal Chief 
3 3 
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be, and he is hereby further authorized, to select two suits* 
fele persons to translate all the Eastern and Western (termed 
Old Settlers) laws, including all the laws which have been 
passed since the act above referred to, into the Cherokee lan­
guage, and also to revise the Constitution and Laws, which 
have already been translated, and to have the same printed 
in one book, for th& immediate and general information of 
the people, both in the English and Cherokee languages, as 
soon as the translation shall be finished. 

SEC. 3d. Be it further enacted, That there be five hun­
dred copies printed, to be paid out of the National Treasury 
—and that the translators shall receive three dollars per day, 
while in actual service, payable orlt of the National Treasury, 

SEC. 4th. Be it further enacted, That there be five hun-1 

dred copies of the Principal Chief's Message printed, both 
in the English and Cheiokee languages, to be distributed to 
the several Districts by the Principal Chief, payable oat of 
the National treasury. 

Tahleguah, Dec. Uth, 1842. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

•• ••"••o:o 

A Resolution fixing the compensation of Captain John Drcuf 
and Company. 

Be it resolved by the National Council, That Captain JohrJ 
t)rew be allowed four dollars per day—and his company each 
two dollars per day, for their services in pursuing, capturing 
and guarding, certain runaway negroes, who absconded from 
their owners in Canadian District. 

Tahlequah, Dec. \lth, 1842. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

..„.. . „ - . 0 ; 0 _ , 

Resolution for the Chief to call on the Government of the 
United States for eight Mills. 

Be it resolved by the National Council, That the Principal 
Chief be, and he is hereby authorized to call upon the United 
States' Government, through the proper organs, for the eres-
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tion of the eight Railway Mills, in the Cherokee Nation, ac% 
cording to the provisions of the treaty of 1833. 

Be it further resolved, That the said mills be erected at 
or near the places of holding Courts in the several Districts. 

Tahlequah, 19th Dec, 1842. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

A Bill on the subject of an Orphan School. 

WHEREAS, it is deemed expedient that schools for the edu­
cation of Orphans exclusively, be established as near to the 
town of Tahlequah, as suitable sites can be procured, there­
fore, 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That in order to 
provide for the education of destitute orphans, the Superin­
tendent of Public Schools and a committee of two persons, 
be appointed by the Principal Chief, to associate with him: 
and they are hereby authorized and required to draft a sys­
tem of education on the Manual Labor plan, applicable to the 
condition and wants of the destitute orphans of our country— 
both male and female. Also, to procure information in regard 
to suitable sites for the location of the contemplated institu­
tions, and the probable cost of such buildings, as may be re­
quired for their accommodation. Should any suitable loca­
tions be found, already improved, they will describe the im­
provements, and state the probable cost of the premises, and 
of such additional buildings as may be required, together 
with any other information they may be able to procure on 
the subject, and report to the next meeting of the National 
Council. 

Tahlequah, Dec. 19th, 1842. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

Resolution on the subject of a Petition from Delaware Dis' 
trict, 

WHEREAS, the citizens of Delaware District have petition­
ed to the National Council to call on the Principal Chief, to 
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report to the National Council what amount of money, he> has 
received of the United States' Government, and what disposi­
tion he has made of the same, and the Principal Chief having 
reported to the National Council; therefore, 

Be it resolved by the National Council, That eighteen hun­
dred copies of said report be printed in the Cherokee and 
English languages, for the information of the Cherokee peo­
ple, and when completed to be paid for out of the National 
Treasury: one hundred copies to be distributed in each Dis­
trict. 

Be it further resolved, That the Principal Chief is author­
ized to appoint some suitable person to translate said report, 
and when printed, to distribute the same as above provided 
for. 

Tahlequah, Dec. 22d, 1842. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 

An Act for the benefit of certain Blind Persons. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That all blind per­
sons, citizens of the Cherokee Nation, that are destitute of 
the means of clothing, be, and they are hereby allowed a pen­
sion of thirty dollars annually out of the National Treasury. 

Be it further enacted, That the District Judges be author­
ized to appoint Guardians for all blind persons they may find 
in their respective Districts, and to take a bond and sufficient 
security for the faithful discharge of their duties as Guar-, 
dians. All laws and parts of laws militating against this act, 
are hereby repealed. 

Tahlequah, Dec. 23d, 1842. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 

An Act for Public School Appropriation, 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of 
two thousand two hundred and fifty seven dollars and thirty 
cents be, and the same is hereby appropriated out of any 
monies in the Treasury belonging to the school fund, not 
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otherwise appropriated, for the purpose of defraying expenses 
incurred by the Superintendent of Public Schools for the 
year Eighteen Hundred and Forty-two. 

Tahlequah, December 23d, 1842. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of 
five thousand eight hundred dollars be, and the same is here­
by appropriated out of any monies in the Treasury belonging 
to the school fund, not otherwise appropriated for the purpose 
of defraying the National expenses of the Superintendent of 
Public Schools for the year 1243— and the Principal Chief is 
hereby authorized to draw a warrant for the same. 

Be it further enacted, That the sum of three hundred dol­
lars be, and the same is hereby appropriated out of the school 
fund, as the salary of the Superintendent of Public Schools 
for the year 1842, and the Principal Chief is hereby author­
ized to draw a warrant for the same. 

Be it further enacted, That the sum of twenty-two hundred 
dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated out of the 
Orphan School Fund, not otherwise appropriated, to be ex­
pended for the board and clothing of orphan children in the 
several public schools of the Cherokee Nation; and the Prin­
cipal Chief is hereby authorized to draw a warrant for the 
same. 

Tahlequah, Dec. 23d, 1842. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 

Resolution authorizing George W. Adair to enquire of the 
Agent, Sfc. 

Be it resolved by the National Council, That G. W. Adair 
be, and he is hereby authorized and requested to make the 
inquiry from the United States' Agent, for Books and Re­
cords made and kept by the Committee of Thirteen at New 
Echota, and the Cherokee Agency East, carrying out the 
treaty of 1835, for the information of the people, also the 
Books and Records made out and kept by the Commissioner;* 
of the United States, 
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JBe it further resolved, That the same shall be reported to 
the National Council in 1843, agreeably to the sundry peti* 
tions laid before the present session of the General Council 
on the subject of head right or per capita money, if any. 

Tahlequah, Dec. Mth, 1842. 
Approved— JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 

Resolution respecting the printing of the Principal Chiefs 
Message. 

Be it resolved by the National Committee and Council, 
That the Principal Chief be, and he is hereby authorized to 
have five hundred copies of his annual Message published in 
the English and Cherokee languages. 

Tahlequah, October 10th, 1843. 
CHARLES COODEY, Prcs't Committee. 
JAMES M. PAYNE, Speaker Council. 

o: 

An Act to organize Police Companies. 

SEC. 1st. Be it enacted by the National Council, That 
there be forthwith organized eight Police Companies, each 
of which shall be composed of twenty-five armed men, whoee 
duty it shall be to preserve order and peace throughout the 
country, to apprehend and bring to justice all violators of the 
laws, and all persons guilty of crimes or misdemeanors, or 
who aim at, or threaten the quiet of the people, or unlawfully 
jeopardize their persons or property. 

SEC. 2d. Be it further enacted, That each company afore­
said shall be under the command of one Captain and one 
Lieutenant, who shall be elected by joint vote of the Nation­
al Council. Each Captain shall raise his own company. In 
case of the death, resignation or inability of any Captain, the 
Lieutenant of such Company shall assume the command. 

SEC. 3d. Be it further enacted, That the said companies 
and officers shall be under the command of a Head Captain, 
to be elected in manner above prescribed, who shall inspect 
the companies, instruct them in their duties, and in the exer-
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cise of vigilance in ferreting out and bringing such persons 
to justice. Whenever occasion requires, he shall concentrate 
as many of the companies at any place, as he may deem ne­
cessary for sustaining the laws and interests of the Nation. 
He shall be subject to the orders and instructions of the Ex­
ecutive, advise with him, and regularly report to him what­
ever information he may possess relative to the movements of 
the companies, and the conduct of citizens offending against 
the peace and dignity of the Cherokee Nation. 

SEC. 4th. Be it further enacted, That the Head Captain 
shall receive three dollars, each Captain two dollars, each 
Lieutenant one dollar and fifty cents, and each private one 
dollar per day, while engaged in actual service. The term 
of service of said companies shall be twelve months; but 
if the state of the country should justify it, the Executive may 
discharge as many of the companies, or members thereof, as 
he may deem expedient. 

SEC. 5th. Be it further enacted, That the Captains afore­
said shall make monthly returns to the head Captain, of the 
expenses of their respective companies for horse-shoeing and 
ferriages. Provision and forage to be bought at the cheapest 
rates. Said returns to be transmitted regularly by the Head 
Captain to the Principal Chief. 

SEC. 6th. Be it further enacted, That all the officers afore­
said shall be commissioned according to rank by the Princi­
pal Chief, and by oath to support the Constitution and laws 

.of the Cherokee Nation. 
Tahlequah, Oct. 12*A, 1843. 

Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act for the punishment of harboring Criminals, and for 
other Crimes, 

SEC. 1st. Be it enacted by the National Council, That 
from and after the passage of this act, if any person or citi­
zens of the Cherokee Nation, shall harbor, or conceal any 
person or persons charged with murder, robbery, or conspira­
cy, or assist, or afford any facility in the escape of any crim­
inal offender, from arrest, shall upon conviction before any 
of the legal Courts of this Nation, be subject to such corpo-
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feal punishment as the Court may deem proper, according to 
the magnitude of the offence, which shall not be less than 
thirty-nine lashes on the bare back; but when the charge is 
for a capital offence, the penalty shall be one hundred lashes 
on the bare back, and the costs of suit shall be collected oft 
the person so convicted. 

SEC. 2d. Be it further enacted, That if any person or 
persons shall attempt to rescue a criminal from arrest, or af­
ford any means for his escape before lawful liberation, he, 
shall be subject to trial, as being accessary to the crime of 
the offender, and punished according to the mode of punish­
ment prescribed by law. 

Tahlequah, 12th Oct., 1843., 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act to amend an act entitled, "An Act for the Punish­
ment of Criminal Offences." 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That an act passed 
19th September, 1839, for the punishment of criminal of-
ences, be, and is hereby amended in the third section—to 
read as follows, viz: That upon trial and conviction of any 
person charged with the offence of having attempted or com­
mitted a rape on any female, he shall be punished with one 
hundred lashes on the bare back; and upon the conviction 
of any negro for the aforesaid offence against any free female 
not of negro blood, he shall suffer death by hanging. 

Tahlequah, Oct. 23d, 1843. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act to prevent the Sale of Property belonging to the 
Husband or the Wife, for the Debts of the Other. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That it shall not 
be lawful to expose at public sale by virtue of an execution 
obtained from any of the Courts of this Nation, any property 
belonging to a Cherokee woman, a citizen of this Nation, to 
satisfy the debts of her husband; nor property of the husband 
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to satisfy the debts of his wife, without his or her consent; 
and should an officer levy on any property, that shall be 
claimed by another, the person so claiming shall be required 
to establish his or her right before any of the Judges. 

Tahlequah, Oct. 25th, 1843. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act to establish a Printing Press and to regulate the 
National Newspaper. 

SEC. 1st. Be it enacted by the National Council, That 
there be established at Tahlequah, as soon after the passage 
of this act as may be practicable, a printing press for the pub­
lication of a weekly newspaper in the English and Cherokee 
languages, which shall be called "The Cherokee Advocate," 
the object of which shall be the dissemination of useful knowl­
edge among the Cherokee people, and sending abroad correct 
information of their condition, and of passing events general­
ly among the different Indian tribes. 

SEC. 2d. Be it further enacted, That there shall be elect­
ed' by the National Council, for the term of four years, an Ed­
itor who shall exercise control over the whole establishment, 
receive all subscription money, and account quarterly to the 
National Treasurer for the same, and make annually, to the 
National Council, a full report of the condition of the paper 
and its interests. He shall support and defend the National 
rights of the Cherokees, and those recognized in all acknowl­
edged treaties with the United States, and such measures as 
will in his opinion conduce to their best interests, in a moral 
and civil point of view. The management of the press, types, 
and all the apparatus connected therewith shall be subject to 
such rules and regulations as the Editor may deem expedient 
to devise, as he in all matters pertaining to the establishment 
not herein specified, is expressly empowered to use his discre­
tion, in order that the Nation may be benefitted by the insti­
tution. 

SEC. 3d. Be it further enacted, That the Principal Chief 
be, and he is hereby authorized to appoint a suitable person 
whose duty it shall be to translate into the Cherokee language, 
for weekly publication, such laws, public documents, and oth-
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er articles, as the Editor may submit to him for that purpose* 
The Principal Chief is also hereby further authorized to ap­
point a National Printer and a Journeyman Printer, who shall 
be men of steady and industrious habits, and who shall publish 
such articles only as the Editor may submit to them, or as 
have received his approbation. 

SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That there shall be re­
ceived into the office, by appointment of the Principal Chief, 
as apprentices to the art of printing, three Cherokee youths of 
moral character and industrious habits, and two of whom, at 
least, shall be familiar with the.Cherokee language. The 
term of apprenticeship of said youths shall be four years, dur­
ing which time they shall be supported and comfortably cloth­
ed by the Nation, and allowed at the expiration of their time, 
fifty dollars each, out of the National Treasury. 

SEC. 5. Be it further enacted. That the Editor shall re­
ceive for his services five hundred dollars, the National Prin­
ter and Translator four hundred dollars each, and the journey­
man printer three hundred dollars per annum. And they 
shall be required to enter into bond for double the sum of 
their respective salaries, with approved security for the faith­
ful performance of their several duties. 

Approved—JNO. ROSS. 
Tahlequah, Oct. 25th, 1843. 

o:o 

An Act fixing the Terms of the Cherokee Advocate. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the terms of 
the Cherokee Advocate shall be three dollars per annum, in 
advance, excepting those subscribers who read only the Che­
rokee language, and they shall pay two dollars per annum, in 
advance. 

Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

—: o:o * 

An Act to lay off Tahlequah Council Gfround into Town Lots, 
and to dispose of the same. 

Sec. 1st. Be it enacted by the National Council, That one 
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quarter section of land, including Tahlequah Council Ground", 
be, and the same is hereby set apart as National property, to 
be disposed of as herein after prescribed. 

SEC. 2d. Be it further enacted, That the Principal Chief 
be, and he is hereby authorized to appoint one suitable Sur­
veyor and two chain carriers, by the first of Decern bernext, to 
survey and lay off into town lots, the above quarter section of 
land, in such manner and form as the Principal Chief and Sur­
veyor may think most proper and convenient, making the pres­
ent public square the centre from north to south; the eastern 
boundary of said quarter section shall not extend east beyond 
the spring branch or hollow. 

SEC. 3d. Be it further enacted. That it shall be the duty 
of the Principal Chief to select and reserve as many lots as he 
may think necessary for the erection of public buildings and 
for other public purposes; and that the remaining lots, or as 
many thereof as the Principal Chief may think advisable, shall 
he sold at Tahlequan, by the Sheriff of Tahlequah District, 
at public sale to the highest bidder, after such sale has been 
advertised at two or more public places in each District for 
thirty days. The terms of sale shall be as follows: one-fourth 
to be paid at the time of the purchase, and the remaining 
three-fourths to be paid in equal instalments of six months 
each, the proceeds of sale shall be placed in the National 
Treasury, and warrants on the National Treasury shall be re­
ceived as payment. And it shall further be the duty of the 
Principal Chief at the full payment of all the instalments to 
issue to the purchaser a certificate of occupant right only, and 
transferable only to citizens of the Cherokee Nation. In case 
any purchaser fails to pay the enstalments as they fall due, 
the lot or lots with the improvements thereon, shall revert and 
become National property, and the purchaser shall forfeit the 
purchase money. All reverted lots shall be resold as above. 

SEC. 4th. Be it further enacted. That if any of the pres­
ent buildings fall on any of the lots not purchased by the pres­
ent occupants, they shall have the right of remaining or dis­
posing of their labor, except those falling into the streets, 
which shall be removed, 

S E C 5. Be it further enacted, That Thos. B. Wolf shall 
be entitled to a lot or lots on which his house may stand, by 
paying into the National Treasury the value of the same, to 
be assessed by three disinterested persons appointed by thte 
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Principal Chief, payments to be made as specified in thethifd 
section of this act. 

SEC. 6th. Be it further enacted, That the Surveyor shall 
receive for his services five dollars per day, and the chain car­
riers each one dollar per day. 

Approved—JNO ROSS. 
Tahlequah, Oct. 28th, 1843. 

*-o:o— 

An Act to Amend an Act, authorizing the appointment of 
Solicitors. 

lie it enacted by the National Council, That an act passed 
October 18th, 1841, authorizing the appointment of Solicitors, 
be, and is hereby amended. The Solicitors hereafter shall 
receive twenty-five dollars in the prosecution of capital offen­
ces, when the criminal is convicted; and if not convicted ten 
dollars. Also ten dollars in the prosecution of criminal offen­
ces when convicting the criminal, and five dollars if not con­
victed, 

Be it further enacted, That so much of the law of 1841 
as prescribes for the payment of Solicitors be, and the same 
is hereby repealed. 

Approved—JNO. ROSS. 
Tahlequah, Oct. 30<A, 1843. 

— o:o—• 

An Act in reference to Salines. 

SEC. 1st. Be it enacted by the National Council) That all 
Salines within the limits of the Cherokee Nation, except the 
one granted by the Treaty of 1828, are the property of the 
Nation; and no person shall have the right to work or im» 
prove any Saline, or manufacture salt without having first ob­
tain special permission for that purpose from the National 
Council, or its authority. No person shall hold or possess 
any individual right to any Saline whatever, except as may 
hereafter be provided for by law. 

SEC. 2d. Be it further enacted, That all the Salines afore-» 
said, shall be leased out for the term of ten years, togethet 
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with such improvements as may be connected therewith a* 
herein after named, to a citizen or citizens of this Nation, 
ndr shall it be lawful for any but a citizen to be interested in 
a lease, and the same person shall not be interested in a lea>e 
of more than one Saline. The proceeds derived from lease* 
shall be paid annually into the National Treasury, as other 
public funds of the Nation. 

SEC. 3d. Be it furth"* cfiadcd, That any person or per­
sons, who shall obtain a lease, shall enter into bond with suffi­
cient security, in a sum double the amount of his lease, for 
the ten years, for the annual payment of one-tenth of the sum 
for which he may rent any Saline. And in case of failure to 
comply with the terms of his engagement, he shall be sued, 
and an amount equal to two years' rent of Saline recovered, 
and his lease become thereby forfeited. If any lessee should 
fail to give satisfactory security within ten days after the day 
of leasing any Saline, it shall again be leased out after having 
been advertised fifteen days. All improvements which may 
be made, and buildings erected at ariy of the Salines by the 
lessee shall at the expiration of his lease belong to the Na­
tion—but all salt kettles or metals of the lessee shall remain 
his private property, and be subject to his disposition. 

SEC. 4th. Be it further enacted, That the lessee of a 
Saline shall have the free use of as much timber as may be. 
necessary for the purpose of Salt uaking, and all impro\e-
ments that may have been made by citizens of the Nation 
within a half mile of any Saline, and which may tend to ob­
struct or interfere with the necessary artd proper operations 
of the lessee, shall be appraised by such persons as may be 
authorized for that purpose by the Principal Chief, at a fair 
valuation, and the amount so appraised shall be paid to such 
citizen by the Nation, and his removal ordered. 

SEC. 5th. Be it further enacted, That the Principal Chief 
shall appoint an Agent for the Nation, who is hereby author­
ized and directed to lease out the Salines in accordance with 
the above provisions, and he shall advertise the same by the 
1st day of January, 1844. Before such leases shall be made, 
the Agent shall publish a notice generally throughout the Na­
tion, for at least thirty days, designating the time and place for 
attendance to receive bids. The person bidding highest shall 
have the leise. Any person failing to enter into bond as 
above provided srnll forfeit his bid and right of lease. All 

23 
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bonds shall be made payable to the National Trsasurer, and 
placed in his possession. 

SEC. 6th Be it further enacted, That if any person who 
has obtained a lease and executed his bond as above requir­
ed, shall be prevented or interrupted by any one in taking 
possession of such Saline so leased, it shall be the duty of 
the Sheriff of the District in which it may be located, to place 
him in possession and to remove or prevent any further mo­
lestation or interruption of such lessee. 

SEC. 7. Be it further enacted, That the law passed 4th 
November, 1841, on the subject of Salines be, and the same 
is hereby repealed, as well as the provisions of all other laws 
contrary to this act. 

Tahlcquah, Oct. Wth, 1843. 
Approved—JNO ROSS. 

———o:o 

An Act to amend an Act prohibiting the introduction of 
Spirituous Liquors. 

Be it enacted by the National Council That an act pass­
ed 25th October, 1 U 1 , prohibiting the introduction and vend­
ing of spirituous liquors, be and is hereby continued in full 
force, and so amended as to authorize the Sheriffs or lawful 
officers of the several Districts, to pre cure search warrants, 
authorizing the entering and examining of any house, when 
there is good reason for believing that spirituous liquors are 
therein concealed. 

Tahhquah, October 31st, 1843. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

— o:o 

An Act to repeal an act defining the duties of Census Takers. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That an act pass­
ed October 25th, 1811, entitled "An act defining the duties 
of Census Takers," be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

Tahlcquah, November 2d, 1843. 
CHARLES COODEY, Pres't Committee. 

Approved—JNO. ROSS. 



87 

An Act to amend an Act relative to Stone Coal. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That an act passed 
22d of October, 1841, entitled an act relative to Stone Coal, 
be, and the same is hereby repealed, excepting the first sec­
tion, which declares that stone coal shall be the common pro­
perty of the Cherokee people, and tint each citizen of the 
Nation shall be equally entitled to use the same. 

Tahhquol., Noembar 2d, 181:3. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

Compact between the several Tribes of Indians. 

WHEREAS, the removal of the Indian Tribes, from the 
homes of their fathers, east of the Mississippi, has there extin­
guished our ancient Council Fires, and changed our positions 
in regard to each other, and 

WHEREAS, by the solemn pledge of Treaties, we are assur­
ed by the Government of the United States, that the lands 
we now possess shall be the undisturbed home of ourselves 
and our posterity forever, therefore, 

We, the authorized representatives of the several Nations, 
parties hereunto, assembled round the Great Council Fire, 
kindled in the West at Tahlequah; in order to preserve the 
existence of our race, to revive and cultivate just and friendly 
re'.itions between our several communities, to secure to all 
their respective rights, and to promote the general welfare, 
do cuter into the following compact 

SEC. lrt. Peace and friendship shall forever be maintain­
ed between the Nations, parties to this compact, and between 
their respect citizens: 

SEC. 2d. Revenge sha'l not be cherished nor retaliation 
practiced, for offences committed by individuals. 

SEC. 3d. To provide for the improvement of our people 
in Agriculture, Manufactures, and other domestic arts, adapt­
ed to promote the comfort and happiness of our women and 
children a fixed and permanent location on our lands, is an 
indispensable condition. In order therefore, to secure these 
important objects, to prevent any future removal, and to 
transmit to our posterity an unimpaired title to the lands guar-
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anteed to our respective Nations by the United States—We 
hereby solemnly pledge ourselves to each other, that no Na­
tion, party to this compact, shall, without the consent of all 
the other parties, cede, or in any manner alienate, to the 
United States, any part of their present Territory. 

Sr.c. 4th. If a citizen of one Nation, commit.-: wilful mur­
der, or other crime, within the limits of another Nation, party 
hereto, he shall be subject to the same treatment as if lie were 
a citizen of that Nation. 

Tn cases of property stolen, or taken by force or fraud, the 
property, if found, shall be restored to the owner: but if not 
found, the convicted person shall pay the full \n\ac thereof. 

S E C 5th. If a citizen of any Nation, party to this com­
pact, shall commit murder or other crime, and flee from jus­
tice, into the territory of any other Nation, party hereto, such 
criminal shall, on demand of the Principal Chief of the Na­
tion from which he fled, (accompanied with reasonable proof 
of his guilt,) be delivered up to the authorities of the Nation 
having jurisdiction of the crime. 

SEC. 6th. We hereby further agree, that if any one of our 
respective citizens shall commit murder or other crime, upon 
the person of any other citizen, in any place beyond the lim­
its of our several territories, the person so offending, shall be 
subject (o the same treatment as if the offence had been com­
mitted within the limits of his own Nation. 

SEC. 7th. .Any citizen of one Nation may be admitted to 
citizenship in any other Nation, party htr; to, by consent of 
the proper authorities of such Nation. 

SEC. 8th. The use of Ardent Spirits, being a fruitful source 
of crime and misfortune, we recommend its suppression with­
in our respective limits, and agree that no citizen of one Na­
tion, shall introduce it into the territory of any other Nation, 
party to this compact. 

Done in General Council, around the GREAT COUNCIL FIEF. 
at Tahlequah, Cherokee Nation, this the 3d day of July, 1843. 

REPRESENTATIVES O F T H E CHEROKEES. 

Hair Conrad, his x mark, Michael Waters, 
Samuel Downing, his x mark, John Looney, bis x mark, 
Turtle Fields, his x mark, George Lowrev, 
Stop, his x markjTlwrnas Foreman, J . Vann, 
Tobiirro Will, his x mark, Arcliilmld Campbell, bis x mark, 
Thomas Woodward, his x mark, «Id Field, hi» x mark, 
Utiwli, h i s s mark, (.'Mrle= Coodey. 

file:///n/ac
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REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CREEKS. 

Tus-ta-nug-gee Mathla, his x mark, Ufalar IJarjo, his x mark, 
ln-ther-nis Harjo, his x mark, Chilly Mcintosh, 
Ho-ler-ter Micco, his ma>-k, Dak-cun Harjo, his x mark, 
Ho-tul-ca Harjo, liig x mark, 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE OSAGES. 

Alexander Chouteau, Osage Int. Black Dog, his x mark, 
Shin-ka-wa-sah or Belrazo, his x Gron-san-tab, his x mark, 

mark, Gra-tam-e-sah, bis mark. 

B E IT KNOWN, that the National Council of the Cherokee 
Nation, in Annual Council convened, have this day approved 
and confirmed the within articles of a compact entered into 
the day and date therein named, by the authorized Repre­
sentatives of the Nations, parties thereunto. 

Done in National Council atTahlequab, Cherokee Nation, 
this second day of November, A. D., One Thousand Eight 
Hundred and Forty-three. 

CHARLES COODEY, Pres't Nat. Com. 
JAMES M. PAYNE, Speaker Nat. Council, 

Approved—JNO. ROSS. 
0:0 

,4M Act to amend an Act passed December the 5th, 1842, for 
the Punishment of Offences therein named. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the first 
section of an Act passed December the 5th, 1842, for the 
punishment of offences therein named be, and is hereby 
amended to read as follows: That any person or persons, citi­
zens of this Nation, who shall attempt to subvert the Govern­
ment of this Nation by resisting the enforcement or conspir 
ing to put down the Constitution and laws as prescribed by 
legislative enactment, he or they so offending, shall upon 
conviction, before any legally constituted Court of this Na­
tion, suffer death by hanging. Nothing in this amendment 
shall be so construed as to destroy or impair the force and 
virtue of the first section of the act above referred to, in the 
trial of any person or persons who may have been guilty of it 
violation theieof before the passage of this act. 

Tahlrquah, XQth Oct., 1843. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 
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An Act to debar Contested Claims. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That all contested 
'claims, which shall not be set forth, or demanded by the claim­
ant or claimants, within two years after such claim or claims 
may be alleged to have existed; shall be null and void aad 
not recoverable by law: Provided that this act shall not be so 
construed as to impair contracts, or bar any person from re­
covering any note of hand or liquidated accounts, at any 
time after the limitation herein specified. 

Tahlequah, November 7th, 1843. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act for the benefit of Robert Benge, of Skin Bayou 
District. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of 
Ninety dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated out of 
any money in the National Treasury belonging to the School 
Fund, not otherwise appropriated, ior the benefit of Robert 
Benge for teaching school in Skin Bayou District from the 
11th of September to the 11th of December, 1843. 

Tahlequah, November 7th, 1843. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act to alter the Line between Flint and Skin Bayou 
Districts. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That from and af­
ter the passage of this act, the line between Flint and Skin 
Bayou Districts shall be as follows—to wit: Commencing at 
the point on Salisaw Creek where the Rogue's Path crosses, 
thence along said path to within ten yards of Sen-e-kah-wee's 
house, leaving Sen-e-kah-wee's in Skin Bayou District, thence 
in a direct line to a point one hundred yards north of Edward 
Still's, thence in a direct line to Corn Tassel's in Flint Dis­
trict; thence in a direct line to the Yellow Springs, thence 
to George Still's wagon road, leading to Stone's Saw Mill, 
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along said road a quarter of a mile, thence direct to Tsi-a-nv-
nv's, leaving Tsi-a-nv-nv's in Flint District, and thence in a 
direct line so as to strike the Arkansas line opposite the Salt 
Spring in that State. 

Tahkquah, Nov. 8th, 1843. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

Resolution appointing a Delegation. 

WHEREAS, the unsettled state of our affairs with the Gov­
ernment of the United States, demands a speedy adjustment, 
in order that the public and private wrongs of our people may 
be redressed, and our National rights more clearly defined, 
therefore 

Be it resolved by the National Council, That a Delega­
tion, consisting of the Principal Chief and two other persons, 
be appointed and authorized to proceed to Washington City, 
with full powers to adjust all unsettled business, with the 
Government of the United States, for, and in behalf of the 
Cherokee Nation. 

Tahkquah, Nov. 13th, 1843. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act admitting to the right of Citizenship certain Creek 
Indians. 

WHEREAS, certain Creek Iudians, with their families, emi­
grated from the east of the Mississippi river, in the several 
detachments of Cherokees that removed in 1838, and arrived 
in 183U: And 

WHEREAS, the said Creek Indians having been received 
by the Cherokees into their Nation East, under their customs 
and agreement then existing between them and the Creek 
Nation, and thereby becoming a part of the Cherokee people, 
and subject to the Cherokee laws, therefore, in order, to re­
move all doubts as to their right to live and enjoy the privi­
leges of citzenship in the Cherokee Nation. 

SEC. 1st. Be it enacted by the National Council, That all 
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the Creek Indians who emigrated to this country in the sev­
eral detachments of Cherokees, as aforesaid, be, and they 
are hereby recognized and admitted to the enjoyment of the 
rights and privileges of citizenship of this Nation. 

SEC. 2d. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the Sheriffs to take a list of the names of all the Creek In­
dians herein provided for, together with their families, who 
may reside within their respective Districts. And to make 
a return of the same to the Principal Chief, for the informa­
tion of the National Council. 

Tahlequah, November VSth, 1843. 
ARCHY FIELDS, Speaker Council, pro tern. 

Concurred in by the National Committee, with the follow­
ing amendment, viz: Insert in the first section, after the word 
"aforesaid," "and also all those Creek Indians, together with 
their families, who were allowed the right of suffrage among 
the Western Cherokees previous to the arrival of the Eastern 
Cherokees in 1839." 

Tahlequah, November lith, 1843. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

Resolution increasing the number of the Delegation. 

Be it resolved by the National Council, That the Delega­
tion provided for in the joint resolution of yesterday, be in­
creased from three to five persons, including the Principal 
Chief. 

Tahlequah, Nov. Uth, 1843. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o • 

An Act to legalize Intermarriage with White Men. 

WHEREAS, the peace and prosperity of the Cherokee peo­
ple require that in the enforcement of the laws, jurisdiction 
should be exercised over all persons whatever, who may from 
time to time be privileged to reside within the territorial lim­
its of this Nation, therefore 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That any white 
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man, or citizen of the United States, who may hereafter come 
into the country to marry a Cherokee woman, shall first be 
required to make known his intention to the National Coun­
cil by applying for a license, and such license may, under 
the authority of the National Council, be issued by the Clerk 
of the National Committee. Any person so obtaining a li­
cense shall freely alienate himself from the protection of all 
other governments, and support the Constitution, and abide 
by the laws of the Cherokee Nation. Which oath may be 
administered by the President of the National Committee, or 
the Clerk of that body, authorized for that purpose, and it 
shall be the duty of the Clerks to record the same on the 
journals of the National Committee and Council. But if any 
Mich white man, or citizen of the United States, shall refire 
to subscribe to the oath herein required, he shall not be en­
titled to the rights of citizenship, and shall forthwith he re­
moved without the limits of the Nation as an intruder. 

SEC. 2d. Be it further enacted, That the Agents, or offi­
cers of the United States Government, be, and they are here­
by requested not to introduce any white man or citizen of 
the United States into this Nation, either by license, as a 
trader, or under permit, as a mechanic, or for any other pur­
pose, without the consent of the Nation Council, or by its 
authority. All such persons as may be allowed to come into 
the country under the authority of the National Council, 
shall be requiied to hold themselves amenable to the laws, 
during their residence in it, but if any such person shall re­
fuse to submit to the jurisdiction of the Cherokee laws, then 
he shall not be licensed, or permitted to reside in the Chero­
kee country. And it is hereby made the duty of the several 
Sheriffs to arrest and deliver over to the United States' Agent 
for the Cherokees, for removal out of the country, any white 
or citizen of the United States, whom they may find within 
their respective Districts, contrary to the provisions of this act. 

SEC. 3d. Be it further enacted, That the National Treas^ 
urer be, and he is hereby authorized to issue permits to such 
responsible citizens of the Nation as may desire to employ 
white tnechauics, teachers, clerks or laborers, from the United 
States, of industrious habits and good moral character, and* 
who shall freely consent to abide by the provisions of this act. 
Any citizen so obtaing a permit shall g ' v e bond and security 
for the good conduct of the person whom he may employ, and, 
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pay into the National Treasury the sum of fifty cents per 
month for each permit so obtained. No permit so granted 
shall extend beyond the period of one year, and may be coun­
tersigned by the United States' Agent for the Cherokees. 

SLC. 4th. Be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful 
for any citizen of this Nation to rent or lease any lands, mills, 
or other property whatever, within the limits of this Nation, 
to any white man or citizen of the United States, under the 
penalty, upon conviction thereof before any lawful court of 
the Nation, of paying a fine not less than one hundred dollars 
nor more than five hundred dollars, at the discretion of the 
Court, one-half to be paid to the informer, and the other half 
into the National Treasury. 

SEC. 5th. Be it further enacted, That so much of the law 
to legalize intermarriage with white men, passed September 
28th, 1839, as authorizes the Clerks of the Circuit and Dis­
trict Courts to issue licenses, as well as the provisions of any 
other laws which may be contrary to this act, be, and the 
same are hereby repealed. 

Approved—JNO. ROSS. 
Tahlequah Nov. 10th, 1843. 

o:o 
An Act to amend an Act relative to Public Schools. 

SEC. 1st. Be it enacted by the National Council, That all 
disbursements for the support of the Common Schools provid­
ed for by law, shall, after the passage of this act, be made by 
the National Treasurer, on warrants to be issued by the Prin­
cipal Chief, upon the accounts and certificate': rendered in to 
him by the Superintendent, for the necessary expenses of the 
several school*, and that so much of the act passed the 16th 
day of December, 1841, as authorizes the Superintendent to 
receive and receipt for school funds, and for making disburse­
ments for the expenses of the schools, and requiring; the Su­
perintendent to give bond and security before entering upon 
the duties of his office, be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

SEC. 2d. Be it further enacted, That the Superintendent 
upon being commissioned, shall take an oath for the faithful 
performance of the duties required of him by law, and that it 
shall be his duty to make his annual report through the Prin­
cipal Chief to the National Council. 

Tahlcmiali, Nov. 16/A, 1843. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS 
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An Act for the benefit of Stephen Foreman, 

lie it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of 
fifty-five dollars and seventy-nine and one-quarter cents be, 
and the same is hereby appropriated out of any money in the 
National Treasury, belonging to the School Fund, not other­
wise appropriated, for the benefit of Stephen Foreman, Super­
intendent of Public Schools, for amount paid by him out of 
private funds on account of public schools, and the Principal 
Chief is hereby authorized to draw a warrant for the same on 
the National Treasurer. 

Tahlequah, Nov. 17th, 1843. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

-o:o-

An Act for the benefit of Stephen Foreman. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of 
three hundred dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, 
out of any money in the National Treasury belonging to the 
school fund not otherwise appropriated, for the benefit of Ste­
phen Foreman, for services rendered the Nation as Superin­
tendent of Public Schools for the year 18515; and the Princi­
pal Chief is hereby authorized to draw a warrant for the same 
on the National Treasurer. 

Approved—JNO. ROSS. 
Tahlequah, Nov. \lth, 1843. 

-o:o-

An Act authorizing the Principal Chief to appoint a private 
Secretary. 

SEC. 1. Be it enacted by the National Council, That the 
Principal Chief be, and he is hereby authorized to appoint a 
Secretary to assist him in any writing he may have to do. 

SEC. 2d. Be it further enacted. That the Secretary to 
appointed shall receive two dollars per day while employed. 

CHARLES COODEY, Pru't. Committee. 
Approved—JNO ROSS. 

Tahlequah, Nov. Vtth, 1843. 



9r> 

A Resolution respecting John Rdgeti 

WitEfefiAs, information has been received that John RogeM 
lias certain claims against the United States government of a 
National character, or touching its interest, and has already 
received from the United States government National funds 
without authority from the Cherokee Nation : and, 

WHEREAS, the safety and peace of this Nation require of 
its citizens that all business affecting the interests of the Che­
rokee Nation with other governments, shall be transacted by 
persons properly authorized by the National Council or its 
authority, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the National Council, That the Principal 
Chief be»; and he is hereby authorized to call on Gov. P. M» 
Butler, U. S. Agent, to make a statement in writing to th<? 
Council, of the nature of the demands of John Rogers against 
the United States government, whether they ate ot" a private 
or public nature, and how far the government has counten­
anced his demand?, and to propose any other question necesa-
ry for and in behalf of the Nation. 

Approved—JNO. ROSS. 
Tahlequah, Nov. 17th, 1843. 

J—.—^—o:o——•—• 

An Act for the relief of James Landrunt. 

He it enacted by the National Council, That James Lan-
drum be, and he is hereby exempted from ever paying a note 
of hand executed by him to the Treasurer of the Cherokee 
Nation for the sum of eighty-two dollars and fifty cents, some­
time last spring for a horse which was sold by the Sheriff ot 
Delaware District as an estray. 

Approved—JNO. ROSS. 
Tahlequah, Nov.^d, 1843. 

—. .0;0-~ -

An Act authorizing the appointment of a Guard. 

SEC. 1st. Be it enacted by the National Council, That 
the Guard now stationed at the Principal Chiefs be dismissed 



m 
oa the adjournment of the present session of the Natioaal 
Council. 

SEC. 2d. Be it further enacted, That the Principal Chief 
be, and he is hereby authorized to continue at his house, for 
the safety of the public papers and archives in his possession, a 
company of six men, who shall continue in service six months, 
unless he shall deem it advisable to dismiss them sooner, or 
keep them longer in service, to be boarded, and allowed twelve 
dollars per month each, out of the National Treasury, for their 
services. 

Tahhquah, Nov. 2&I, 1843. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

A Resolution for laying off the Town of Taklequmk. 

Be it resolvfd by the National Council, That the Principal 
Chief, be, and he is hereby authorized to employ as many 
persons as may be necessary, to procure stakes and assist in 
laying off the town of Tahlequah. The persons so employed 
shall be allowed one dollar per day for their services while 
engaged. 

Tahhquah, Nov. 27th, 1843. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o>—>— 

An Act respecting the issuing of Certificates. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That from and 
after the passage of this act, the Sheriffs of the several Dis­
tricts, the Clerks of the Courts and other public officers, be, 
and they are hereby required to furnish annually to the Na­
tional Council, a certified register of the names of the per­
sons to whom they may issue certificates for services render­
ed the Nation, as guards, witnesses, and in other capacities, 
the number of days service, the time, and in what particular 
cases. 

SEC. 2d. Be it further enacted, That should any person 
or persons, alter or counterfeit any certificate, doe bill, war­
rant, or any note of hand, and be convicted before any of the 

24 
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Courts, he, she or they, shall be punished with not less than 
thirty-nine lashes, and not more than one hundred lashes on 
the bare back, at the discretion of the Court. 

Tahlequah, November 28th 1843. 
Approved—JJSfO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act fixing the Compensation of Chiards. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That any person 
who may be summoned by a lawful officer to assist in arrest­
ing or guarding criminals, shall, from and after the passage 
of this act, be entitled to one dollar per day for his services, 
out of the National Treasury, any law to the contrary not­
withstanding. 

Tahlequah, Nov. 30th, 1843. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o;o 

A Resolution in favor of the Guard at Park Hill. 

WHEREAS, the recent excitement and threats of the disaf­
fected have rendered it necessary for the safety of the life 
and person of the Principal Chief, that a Guard should be 
kept about his house, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the National Council, That the Captain 
of the company which has been recently stationed at Park 
Hill, be allowed, for his services, fifteen dollars, and the pri­
vates twelve dollars per month. 

Tahlequah, Oct. Ibih, 1843. 
CHARLES COODEY, Pres't Committee. 
JAMES M. PAYNE, Speaker Council. 

o: 

An Act fixing the Compensation of the Guard stationed at 
Parle Hill and Tahlequah. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Guard of 
twenty-five men that has been stationed at the house of tbe 
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Principal Chief at Park Hill and Tahlequah, for the safety 
of his person, and of the public property and National Ar­
chives in his possession, be and they are hereby entitled to 
receive out of the National Treasury one dollar and fifty cents 
per day, as a compensation for their services while employed, 
any law or resolution to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Tahlequah, December 1st, 1843. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

A Resolution for the adjournment of the Council on the \§th 
December, 1843. 

• 

Be it resolved by the National Council, That Saturday the 
16th instant, be the day set apart for the adjournment of the 
present session of the National Council. 

Tahlequah. December 6th, 1843. 
CHARLES COODEY, Prts't Committee. 
JAMES M. PAYNE, Speaker Council. 

o:o 

An Act for the benefit of Ke-ti-ies-Ici. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of 
thirty dollars per annum be, and the same is hereby appro­
priated out of any money in the National Treasury not other­
wise appropriated, for the benefit of Ke-ti-kes-ki, a decrepid 
and destitute citizen of this Nation, during his natural life. 

Tahlequah, December 7th, 1843. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act relative to Town Lots at Tahlequah. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That it shall be 
unlawful to pull up, remove, or otherwise to injure, the stakes 
or posts defining the limits of the respective town-lots in Tah­
lequah, except those removed by persons from lots which 
they may. have purchased; and any person so offending, on 



100 

conviction before attj ©f the legal Court*», shall be fined at 
the discretion of the Court, in a sum not less than twenty-
five, oor more than one hundred dollars, payable to the Na­
tional Treasury. 

Tahlequah, December Wth, 1843. 
JAMES M. PAYNE, Speaker Nat. Council. 

Concurred in by the National Committee, with the follow­
ing amendment, viz: That one-half of any fine collected for 
the violation of this law, shall be for the benefit of the inform­
er, and the other half payable into the National Treasury. 

Tahlequah, December 13th, 1843. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

A Mesohtion respecting the masting of Liquor, $pc. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the special 
guard stationed at the Principal ChiePs be, and they are here­
by directed to exert themselves in preserving order about the 
Council Ground, during the session of the Council, and they 
are hereby empowered to waste all whiskey, or other spiritu­
ous liquors that they may find, and to arrest and confine until 
they become sober, any drunken persons or any others, who 
may behave disorderly. 

Tahlequah, Dec. llth, 1843. 
CHARLES COODEY, Pres't Committee. 

Approved-—JNO UOS& 

— _ _ o : 0 , •— 

Resolution of the National Council, repealing a previous 
Resolution fixing a day for adjournment. 

Be it resolved by the National Council, That the resolu­
tion adopted December 6th, 1843, setting apart Saturday the 
16th instant, as the day of adjournment for the present ses­
sion of the National Council be, and the same is hereby le-
pealed. 

Tahlequah, Dec. 14th, 1843. 
CHARLES COODEY, Pres't. Committee» 
JAMES M. PAYNE, Speaker Council. 
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AM Aetfor the Benefit of John Bmg+*-for $34 00. 

B e it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of 
#84 00 be, and the same is hereby appropriated out of any 
money in the Nat'l Treasury belonging to the Orphan School 
Fund, not otherwise appropriated, for the benefit of John 
Benge, for boarding two orphan children from the 11th Sep­
tember to the 11th December, 1843, while attending the 
school taught by Robert Benge, in Skin Bayou District. 

Tahlequah, Dec. i9th, 1843. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

. o:o 

An Act regulating the pay of the PubUc Cooks, 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That trie pay of 
the Public Cooks, who shall be employed hereafter to cook 
for the National Councils, be, and the same is hereby reduced 
to two dollars each per day. 

Tahleqnak, Dee. \<dth, 1843. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act further to amend an Act relative to Public Schools. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That there shall 
be established throughout the Nation, seven additional com­
mon schools, and which together with those already provided 
for, will give to the several Districts, the following number of 
schools, viz: Delaware District, three; Going Snake District, 
three; Flint District, three; Skin Bayou District, two; Illinois 
District, two; Canadian District, one; Tahlequah District, 
two; Saline District, two. 

SEC. 2d. Be it further enacted, That there shall be two 
vacations in a year, of one month each, so as to divide the 
schools into two sessions of five months each: and that the 
salary of each teacher shall not exceed the rate of four hun­
dred dollars per annum. 

SEC. 3d. Be it further enacted, That the names and 
condition of the orphan children whom the Directors may 
place under boWrd aad tuition, shall be stated in the annual 
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reports rjf the Stiperirrtefetent, togetBer With the bill ©f cost 
of the articles of clothing furnished them: and that the allow­
ance for boarding such orphans shall not exceed the sofn of 
four dollars each per month. Any thing in any previous acts 
militating against this act, are hereby repealed. 

Tahlequah, Bee. 28tf, 1§43. 
Appro ted^JNO. ROSS. 

j ^0:0 
An Act pririnding fef the building of a Printing Office. 

SEC. 1st. Be it enacted by the National Council, That 
the Editor elect of the Cherokee Advocate be, and he is here­
by authorized to receive sealed proposals, after having adver­
tised the same twenty days, for building at Tahlequah Coun­
cil Groand, a house to be Used as a Printing Office, and 
which shall be of the following dimensions, to wit: a frame 
building, 18 by 40 feet, with a shingle roof, two stories high, 
•With four roonls, the two upper rooms to be eighteen feet by 
twenty feet, and seven feet from the floor to the ceiling above. 
The lower rooms, one eighteen feet by twenty-two, and the 
other eighteen feet square, and nine feet from the floor to the 
ceiling. The rooms to be ceiled or plastered within—the 
flooring tongue and grooved—one door to each room, and 
from four to six windows, with fifteen glass lights each, and 
good battero shatters—a stair-way—a box stove in three of 
the rooms, and the desks and watering troughs used in a 
printing office. The sills to be elevated eighteen inches, 
and underpinned, together with the sleepers, with stone. 

The lowest bidder to receive the contract, and required to 
enter into bond and approved security, in a sum double the 
*rnourtt of his contract; to have the building completed and 
ready for use within six months. The securities to be citi­
zens of the Nation, and the bonds to be placed in the hands 
of the National Treasurer; the contractor to be paid at the 
next session of the Council in 1844. 

Be it further enacted, That the Editor and District Judge 
of Tahlequah District, be, and they are hereby directed to 
superintend the building of the house, and to receive the 
same, if completed according to contract, and to give the 
contractor a certificate to that effect. 

Tahlequah, Dec. 23rf, 1843. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 
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An Act prohibiting the Sheriff from boarding Prisoners or 
Chords at the Public Houses during the session of the 
National Council. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That from and af­
ter the passage of this act, it shall not be lawful for any Sher­
iff, or any officer of this Nation, to board any prisoners or 
guards at any tavern in Tahlequah during the session of the 
annual or «ailed Councils. 

Tahlequah, Dec. 25th, 1843. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

T •• . reo •' 

Hesofations of the National Council respecting public Black­
smiths and Wheelwrights. 

WHEBEAS, the United States' Agent for the Cherokees has 
requested the action of the National Council in locating the 
public Smith shops provided for in the treaty of 1833. And, 
whereas, the object of this stipulation is to benefit that class 
of our laboring people who are not able to pay for their smith 
work, and four shops not being sufficient to meet their wants, 
therefore, 

Be it resolved by the National Council, That the United 
States Agent, be, and he is hereby requested to employ eight 
blacksmiths for the term of six months, instead of four for 
one year, and that they be loeated at or near the place of 
holding Court in the several Districts, and that they go into 
operation about the first of February, and continue six months. 

Be it further resolved. That the National Council do 
hereby recommend to the United States Agent, the employ­
ment of Native wheel-wrigfats in each District, and to make 
the number of wheels to which the several Districts may be 
entitled. 

Tahlequah, Bee. 28th, 1843. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

—o:o——— 
An Act to repeal an Act authorizing the issue of Due Bills. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the act au-



KM 

thorarag thel ***** °f ***e M*8 b j *he National CotmnHtee, 
passed the 4th day of October 1839, be, and the same is here-
by repealed. 

Tahlequah, Dec. 28tft, 1843. 
Approved—JNO. BOSS, 

. . . ...i oflO ,..., 

An Act for the Benefit of Getrge G-tuss. 

Be it enacted by ike National Council, That in lieu of the 
sum allowed to George Guess, in consideration of his inven­
tion of the Cherokee Alphabet, passed December 10th, 1841, 
and which is hereby repealed, the sum of three hundred dol­
lars be paid to the said George Guess out of the National 
Treasury annually, during bis natural life. 

SEC. 2d. Be it further enacted, That in case of the death 
-of George Guess, that the same be paid to his wife, Mrs. 
Sally Guess, annually, during her natural life. 

Tahlequah, Dee. 29**, 1843. 
Approved—JNO. BOSS. 

" " W O 

An Act fixing the Compensation of the Delegation^ and fip* 
propriating money to defray their Expenses. 

SEC. 1st. Be it enacted by the National Council, That 
the Delegation appointed the 25th ult., to represent the Cher­
okee Nation before the Government of the United States, 
shall receive, each, out of the National Treasury, three dol­
lars per day for his services, during his absence on this mis­
sion. 

SEC. 2d. Be it further enacted, That the sum of three 
thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated out 
of any money in the National Treasury not otherwise appro­
priated, to defray the expenses of the aforesaid delegation,— 
that the Principal Chief be, and he is hereby authorized to 
draw warrants on the National Trsasury for the same; and 
that the said delegation be required to keep a correct account 
of all necessary expenditures. 

Tahlequah, January 1st, 1844. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS 
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An Act to amend an Act regulating Permits and Intermar­
riages with White Men, Sfc. 

SEC. 1st. Be it enacted by the National Council, That so 
much of the Act regulating intermarriage with white men, and 
for other purposes, passed November 15th, 1843, as author­
izes the National Treasurer to issue permits to such responsi­
ble citizens of this Nation as may desire to employ white me­
chanics, teachers, clerks, or laborers, from the United States, 
be, and the same is hereby so amended, that if any person or 
persons, citizens of this Nation, shall hire or employ any citizen 
of the United States without having first obtained a permit for 
that purpose, in accordance with the provisions of the act here­
by amended, the person or persons so offending, shall, for each 
and every such offence, when convicted before any lawful 
court of this Nation, be fined in a sum of not less than %m, 
dollars, nor more than fifty dollars, at the descretion of the 
court, one half for the benefit of the informer and the other 
half to be paid into the National Treasury. 

SEC. 2d. Be it further enacted, That the National Treas». 
orer be, and he is hereby authorized to appoint a suitable per­
son to perform the duty of issuing permits, if he should be ab«> 
sent at any time from the Nation. 

Tahlequah, Jan, 2d, 1844. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 
An Act for the benefit of Michael Waters, 

Be it enacted by the National Covad/, That the sum of 
twelve dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated out of 
any money in the National Treasury belonging to the Orphan 
School Fund n#t otherwise appropriated, for the benefit of 
Michael Waters, for boarding one orphan child from the 11th 
of September to the 11th of December, 1843, while attending 
the school taught by Robert Benge, in Skin Bayou District. 

Tahlequah, Jan. 8th, 1844. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

——-*-o:o >— 

An Act relative to the Court House in Going Snake District, 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Court 
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House for Going Snake District be, and the same is hereby 
authorized to be located and built at or near Fodder's, in Go­
ing Snake District, and the law which fixed the site at another 
place is hereby repealed. 

Tahlequah, Jan. Sih, 1844. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

-o-.o 

An Act authorizing the National Treasurer to receive nnd 
receipt to ike Principal Chief for $125,000. 

WHEWBAS, The Principal Chief has submitted to the Na­
tional Council a communication stating that he is now ready 
to turn over to the Nation the sum of one hundred and twenty-
five thousand dollars, savings that have been made out of the 
arrangements with Maj. Gen. Scott, for the removal of the 
Eastern Cherokees under his superintendency, by the employ­
ment of public waggons and teams, their sale, & c , therefore; 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the National 
Treasurer be, ftnd he is hereby authorised to receive and re­
ceipt to the Principal Chief for the above named sum of money 
for and in behalf of the Nation. 

Be it further enacted, That out of the above named mo­
ney, the sum of forty-five thousand and ninety dollars and fifty-
seven pents be, and the same is hereby appropriated to meet 
;the loans made from the school fund and the interest thereon, 
by the act of the National Council in 1842. 

Tahlequah, Jan. 8th, 1844. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

. o:o 

An Act relative to the right of Citizenship. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That all persons 
whatever, residing within the limits of this Nation, whose 
right to the enjoyment and privileges of citizenship is doubt­
ful or disputed, be, and they are hereby required to appear 
before the National Council at its annual session in 1844, to 
establish the same, or otherwise be subject to removal from the 
Country as intruders. 

Tahlequah, Jan. IQth, 1844. 
Approved—JNO, ROSS. 
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AA Act authorizing the making of a Loan from the General 
School Fund. 

WHEREAS, The public funds now in the National Treasury 
are not sufficient to meet the debts outstanding against the 
Nation, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That there be a loan 
made from any monies in the National Treasury belonging to 
the general school fund, not otherwise appropriated, to the 
amount of twelve thousand three hundred and sixty-three dol­
lars and thirty-four and a half cents, to meet the debts out­
standing against the Nation. The sum borrowed shall draw 
interest at the rate of six per cent, per annum, and to be paid 
out of the public funds first paid into the National Treasury. 

S E C 2<1. Be it further amcted, That the Principal Chief 
be, and he is hereby authorized to draw warrants on the Na» 
tionary Treasury for the above named sum. 

Tahlequuh, January Wth, 1844. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

-0:0 

An Act authorizing the Principal Chief, in case of Murder, 
and the Offender escaping beyond the jurisdiction of the 
Nation, to offer a Reward. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That if any person 
or persons, who shall be guilty of having committed murder 
within the limits of this Nation, shall escape beyond its juris­
diction, the Principal Chief be, apd he ia hereby authorized 
to offer a reward not exceeding five hundred dollars, for the 
apprehension and delivery of such person or persons to the 
proper authorities of this Nation, and any such reward so 
offered shall be payable out of the National funds. 

Tahkguah, January IQth, 1844. 

Approved—JNO. ROS& 

o;o 

An Act to Re-organize Police Companies. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That there be, 
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forthwith organized eight Police Companies, one to each Dis­
trict, to be composed of twenty-five armed men each, whose 
duty shall be to suppress all conspiracies, and to apprehend 
and bring to justice, all persons charged with treason against 
the Government of this Nation. 

Be it further enacted, That each company aforesaid, shall 
be under the command of one Captain and one Lieutenant, 
who shall be elected by joint vote of the National Council. 
Each Captain shall raise his own company. In case of the 
death, resignation, or inability of any Captain, the Lieutenant 
of such company shall assume the command. 

Beit further enacted, That the said companies and officers 
shall be under the command of a Colonel, to be elected in the 
manner above prescribed, who shall inspect the companies, 
instruct them in their duties and in the exercise of vigilance, 
in ferreting out and bringing such persons to justice. Whenever 
occasion requires, he shall concentrate as many of the com­
panies at any place as he may deem necessary for sustaining 
the laws and interests of the Nation. He shall be subject to 
the orders and instructions of the Executive, advise with him, 
and regularly report to him whatever information he may pos­
sess relative to the movement of the companies. 

Be it further enacted, That the Colonel shall receive three 
dollars, each Captain two dollars, each Lieutenant one dollar 
and fifty cents, and each private one dollar per day, while en­
gaged in actual service. The term of service of" said com­
panies shall be one year. 

Be it further enacted, That the Captains aforesaid, shall 
make monthly returns to the Colonel, of the expenses of their 
respective companies, for horse-shoeing and ferriages; powder, 
lead and flints; provisions and forage, (to be bought at the 
cheapest rates;) and said returns, to be transmitted regularly 
by the Colonel, to the Principal Chief. 

Be it further enacted, That all the officers aforesaid, shall 
be commissioned according to rank, by the Principal Chief, 
and bound by oath to support the Constitution and Laws of 
the Cherokee Nation. 

Tahlequah, October \%th, 1844. 
THOMAS FOREMAN, Pres't Com. pro tern. 
R I C H A R D D R E W , Speaker pro tern. Coun. 

Approved—MOSES DANIEL, 
Acting Principal Chief. 
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An Act relating to a Commissary. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That there shall be 
«lected annually, by a joint vote of the National Council, one 
issuing Commissary. 

Be it further enacted, That it shall be-the duty of the said 
Commissary, to attend at the opening of the annual, or 
any legally called Council, for the purpose of receiving, and 
receipting for all corn, beef and salt, of good wholesome 
quality, that may be tendered by contractors, and issuing the 
same to the public Cooks, according to an economical calcu­
lation, made by him of daily consumption. 

He shall see that the public cooks are faithful in the dis­
charge of their duties; and furnish to each Council, true re­
turns of the quantity of provisions received by him, from con­
tractors. 

Be it further enacted, That the said Commissary shall be 
allowed, out of the National Treasury, a compensation of one 
dollar and fifty cents per day, while in actual service. Be­
fore entering upon his duties, he shall be required to execute 
to the National Treasurer, a bond, with approved security, 
in the penal sum of five hundred dollars, for their faithful 
discharge. 

Be it further enacted, That the first election under this 
act, shall take place before the final adjournment of the pres­
ent National Council, and the person then elected as Com-
sary, shall enter upon his duties, at the opening of the annual 
Council in 1845, or at any Council that may be called pre­
vious to that time, by the proper authorities of the Nation. 

Tahlcquah, October 2Is<, 1844. 
Approved—.MOSES DANIEL, Acting P. Chief. 

o: — 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Principal 
Chief be, and he is hereby authorized to appoiut, for the term 
of one year, a third printer, to be engaged in the office of 
the Cherokee Advocate, in addition to the two printers, pro­
vided for in the act, passed October 25th, 1843, establishing 
a National Printing Press, &c. 

Be it further enacted, That the printer so appointed, shall 
be subject to the requirements of the aforesaid act, and shall 

25 
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receive, for his services, three hundred dollars per annum, 
Tahlcquah, October 24th, 1844. 

Approved—MOSES DANIEL, Acting P. Chief. 
o:o 

An Act to repeal an Act, entitled an "Act to amend an Act, 
passed September 23d, 1839, establishing the Judiciary." 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That an act, pass­
ed October 15th, 1841, entitled "an Act, to amend an Act 
passed Sept. 23d, 1839, establishing the Judiciary," be, and 
the same is hereby repealed. 

Tahlequah Oct. <29th, 1844. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o — 

An Act prohibiting betting on Elections. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That hereafter, all 
betting on elections, held in this Nation, is declared to be 
unlawful, and any person or persons who shall be found guil­
ty of violating the provision of this act, before any legally 
constituted Court, shall, for each and every such offence, be 
fined, at the discretion of the Court, in a sum, not less than 
fifty, nor more than five hundred dollars: one half of such fine 
shall be for the benefit of the informer, and the other half to-
be paid into the National Treasury. 

Tahlequah, November 1st, 1844. 
Approred—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act for determining Elections in case of Tic. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That hereafter, in 
any election, for members of the National Committee, or 
Council, or Sheriffs, when two or more candidates shall re­
ceive an equal number of votes, the Principal Chief, upon re­
ceiving the notification of the fact from the superintendents 
of such election, shall immediately issue a writ authorizing 
the holding, of another election in the District in which such 
tie may occur. 

Tahlequah, November 1st, 1844. 
Approted—JNO. ROSS. 
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An Act to regulate Grist Mills. 
Be it enacted by the National Council, That, from and 

after the first of January next, the owners of Grist Mills, es* 
tablished in the Cherokee Nation, shall be held accountable, 
and made pay for any bag and grain, which may be lost, left 
in their charge in fie mill; provided, however, that the bags 
are marked or branded by the owners. 

Tahlequah, Nov. 6th, 1844. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 
An Act to amend an Act establishing the Judiciary. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That an act, pass­
ed 23d September, 1839, entitled "an Act establishing the 
Judiciary," be, and the same is hereby so amended, that if 
any of the Circuit or District Judges shall be interested, by 
consanguinity, or otherwise, in the termination of any suit 
that may be pending in their respective Courts, and either of 
the parties to SQch suit shall object to his presiding ki its 
trial, he shall transmit such objections to the Principal Chief, 
who shall appoint another Judge to preside until such suit is 
decided, provided that such objections are made at the time 
the suit is instituted, and are accompanied with good and 
sufficient reasons. Any person who may be appointed special 
Judge under the foregoing enactment, shall be allowed three 
dollars per day, out of the National Treasury, while in actual 
service. 

Be it further enacted, That the above named act, be, and 
the same is hereby further amended, so that if any person 
constituting in part, a jury for the trial of civil cases, shall 
be interested in the termination of any suit that may require 
his decision, the Judge of the Court, shall have the right, on 
the application of either of the parties, setting forth by oath, 
satisfactory evidence of such fact, to appoint a new jury en-, 
tire, or in part, for the tiial of such case. 

Tahlequah, November 9th. 1844. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 
An Act for the benefit of G. W. Corbin, Contractor. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of 
nine hundred and seventy-two dollars, be, and the same is 



112 

hereby appropriated, out of any monies in the National Treas­
ury, not otherwise appropreated, for the benefit and use of 
George W. Corbin, Contractor for building a Printing Office, 
at Tahlequah, of the kind and description set forth in an act 
passed at the last session of the annual Council, authorizing 
the building of a Printing Office. 

Be it further enacted, That the Principal Chief be, and 
he is hereby authorized to draw a warrant on the National 
Treasury, for the amount of the above appropriation, in the 
name of the said George W. Corbin, Contractor. 

Tahlequah, November llth, 1844. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0—' 

An Act to amend an Act, for the punishment of Criminal 
Offences. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That an act, pass­
ed the 9th of September, 1839, for the punishment of crimin­
al offences, be, and the same is hereby amended, in the first 
section, to read as follows: "And when sentence of death 
shall have been passed, the Court shall grant a respite of five 
days, before such criminal be executed," and in all cases, 
where a criminal, under sentence of death, shall escape be­
fore the day of execution, and afterwards be apprehended, he 
shall be delivered to the Sheriff of the District, where the 
trial was had, and after two days from the time of his delive­
ry, the Sheriff shall proceed to execute the sentence of deaths. 

Tahlequah, November llth, 1844. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

:o 

An Act to amend an A ct, in relation to the Salary of the 
Clerk of the Supreme Court, fyc. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That an act, pass­
ed December 8th, 1842, in relation to the salary of the Clerk 
of the Supreme Court, be, and the same is hereby amended, 
that the Clerks of the Circuit and District Courts, be paid a 
sajary of twenty-five dollars a year, in addition to their pep 
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diem allowance for their services, during the session of courts: 
and the Clerks of the District Courts, be allowed two dollar» 
and fifty cents per day, for their services during courts. 

Tahlcquah, Nov. 27th, 1844. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That there shall 
be printed, at the office of the Cherokee Advocate, at the ex­
pense of the Cherokee Nation, blank certificates for the use 
of Sheriffs and Clerks of the several Districts, and all other 
officers of the Cherokee Nation, who issue certificates. 

Tahlequah, Nov. 18th, 1844. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the law, pass­
ed on the 5th December, 1842, entitled "an Act, to exempt 
property from public sale," be, and the same is hereby amend­
ed, so as to continue in full force and virtue, for the term of 
two years from the 5th day of December next. 

Tahlequah, Nov. 20th. 1844. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act declarative of the rights of the Cherokee Nation, and 
authorizing the appointment of a Delegation. 

Whereas, The original and inalienable rights of the Cher­
okee people, "as a separate and distinct Nation, " are not of 
recent origin, but have, in their essential elements, been en­
joyed and exercised by our fathers, "from a period extending 
into antiquity, beyond the records and memory of man;" 

And, whereas, The present organization of the National 
Government was established by the rightful, and unconstrain­
ed assertion of the people's will, in the adoption of the Act 
of Union, between the Eastern and Western Cherokees; 

And whereas, This Act of Union, and the Constitution 
based upon it, were confirmed and regulated in various forms, 
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i» the pieseaee of the officers of the United States, and so 
reported to their Government; 

And whereas, By the adoption of the said Act of Union, the 
distinction of "Old Settler" and "Emigrant," ceased and was 
done away; and "all right and title to public Cherokee land, 
on the east or west of the river Mississippi, with all other 
public interests, which may have vested in either branch of 
the Cherokee family, whether inherited from our fathers, or 
derived from any other source," was vested, "entire and un­
impaired, in the Cherokee Nation," as constituted by that 
"Union;" 

And whereas, The Cherokee Nation, thus constituted, has 
disbursed large sums of money, in payment of claims, origin­
ating under the laws of the Western Cherokees or "Old Set­
tlers," without the slightest distinction being made between 
them and those who had been called Eastern Cherokees; 

And whereas, In all departments of the Government, 
offices have been filled by citizens formerly belonging to eve­
ry class, justice has been administered and protection afford­
ed to all; equally and without distinction; 

And whereas, We deeply regret, that, in giving counten­
ance to John Rogers and others, whose aim is, to form a con­
spiracy against the Government and integrity of the Nation; 
the Hon. Secretary of War should have evinced sentiments 
so greatly at variance with those of the President, and with 
the relations, actually subsisting, between the Cherokee Na­
tion and the United States. And especially, do we regret, 
that in opposition to the forcible and conclusive remonstrance 
of the Delegation, the Hon. Secretary should have appointed 
a commission to make enquiries in this country, under in­
structions inconsistent with our National rights, and danger­
ous to our liberties; and the direct tendency of which is to 
create factions, and to disturb the tranquility of the commu­
nity; 

Be it therefore enacted by the National Council, That a 
Delegation be appointed, to proceed immediately, to Wash­
ington, and by every means in their power, to maintain the 
rights of the Cherokee Nation, and to press upon the atten­
tion of the United States Government, the claims of the Cher­
okee people, both National and individual. 

And be it further enacted, That the Delegation be clothed 
with full, powers to conclude a treaty with the United States, 
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and to do all other things, which may be necessary to bring 
all matters in discussion, between the two parties, to a final 
close. 

And be it further enacted, That in the event of any va­
cancy occurring in the Delegation, the Principal Chief is 
hereby authorized to fill the same by appointment; 

Tahlequah, December ISth, 1844. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 
An Act for the benefit of James S. Price, Contractor. 

lie it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of 
two thousand seven hundred and seventy-five dollars and fifty 
cents, be, and the same is hereby appropriated, out of any 
moneys in the National Treasury, not otherwise appropriated, 
for the benfit and use of James S. Price, contractor for build­
ing a Court House at Tahlequah, of the kind and description 
set forth in an Act, passed at the last session of the annual 
•Council, authorizing the building of a "Court House." 

Be it further enacted, That the Principal Chief be, and 
he is hereby authorized to draw a warrant on the National 
Treasurer, for the amount of the above appropriation, in the 
name of the said James S. Price, Contractor. 

Tahlequah, October 22d, 1844. 
Approved—MOSES DANIEL, Acting P. Chief. 

0:0 
Be it resolved by the National Council, That the Principal 

Chief be requested to have the mortal remains of Ta-la-si-ni, 
late a member of the Council from Canadian District, re­
moved and decently enterred, on a lot, to be hereafter used 
as a public burial ground. 

Resolved, That the members of the National Council will 
attend, in a body, the burial of the deceased. 

Resolved, That as a humble testimonial of the respect in 
which the memory of the dead is held, by the National Coun­
cil, the Principal Chief is also requested to have placed at 
the head of his grave, a tomb-stone with the following inscrip­
tion: "Ta-la-si-ni, member of the National Council, from 
Canadian District, died at Tahlequah, October 2Gth, 1844." 

Tahlequah, Oct. 28th, 1844, 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 
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Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum 
•of thirty dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated out 
of any money in the Treasury, not otherwise appropriated, 
for the benefit of Big James, or O-ne-you-he-ter, for the year 
-1844. 

Tahlequah, December 24th, 1844 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act appropriating $300 00 to George Guess, for the 
year 1844. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of 
three hundred dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriat­
ed out of any money in the Treasury, not otherwise appro­
priated, for the benefit of George Guess, or his wife Sarah, 
for the year 1844. 

Tahlequah, December 24th, 1844. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

Resolved by the National Council, That the Principal Chief 
be, and he is hereby authorized, to have five hundred copies 

, of the laws of the Cherokee Nation, enacted during the pres­
ent session of the Council, printed in both the Cherokee and 
English languages. 

And be it further resolved. That he is hereby requested, 
to have the same completed by the close of the present ses­
sion of the Council, if practicable. 

And be it further resolved, That the Principal Chief be> 
and he is hereby authorized, to have the same distributed 
•throughout the several Districts, as soon as completed. 

Tahlequah, January 6th, 1845. 
MOSES DANIEL, Pres't Nat. Committee, 

o:o 
An Act relative to the Court House in Illinois District, 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Court 
House for Illinois District be, and the same is hereby author-
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ized to be located and built at Tahlonteesky, the old Council 
Ground, in Illinois District; and the law which fixed the site 
at another place, is hereby repealed. 

Tahlequah, Jan. 1th, 1845. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

, o:o 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That all persons-
having houses, or other improvements on the public square, 
in the town of Tahlequah, be, and they are hereby required 
to remove them by the first of September next. 

And be it further enacted, That should any person sr 
persons, having improvements as above, fail or refuse to 
comply with the requirements of this Act, shall forfeit and 
pay a sum of fifty dollars; and all such fines, when colleeted 
Bhall be applied to National purposes. 

Tahlequah, January 8th, 1644. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

Whereas, The depredations committed upon the property of 
certain citizens of this Nation, within a short time past, and 
many other circumstances render it notorious, that Thos. Starr 
and Ellis Starr, who with Bean Starr, murdered, robbed and 
burnt, with his store, in 1843, Mr. Vore, wife, and a traveller, 
citizens of the U. S.; and Ellis West and Samuel AleDaniel, 
who within a few weeks past, murdered, in an atrocious man­
ner, two Cherokees, IVtaneskee and Chane Lacha, are club­
bed with oilier bad men in this Nation, for the purpose of 
committing murder, and thefis. and arson upon the lives and 
property of our citizens; Therefore, 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Principal 
Chief be, and he is hereby authorized to offer out of the Na­
tional funds, a reward <f one thousand dollars each, for the 
apprehension and delivery of Thomas Starr and Ellis Starr, 
to the proper authorities of this Nation; and five hundred dol­
lars each, for Ellis West and Samuel McDaniel. Incase 
any of them should be killed in the attempt to apprehend 
them, the reward shall be given on proof of that fact. 

Tahlequah, January 9th, 1845. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 
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A Resolution repealing the resolution appointing the day 
for adjournment. 

Be it resolved by the National Council, That the Resolu-
sion passed on the 7th ult., appointing to-day for the adjourn­
ment of the National Council, be, and the same is hereby 
repealed. 

Tahlequah, Jan. Wth, 1845. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 
An Act to alter the line between Saline and Delaware Dis­

tricts. 

Be it enacted by the National Cokncil, That after the pas­
sage of this Act, the line between Delaware and Saline districts 
shall be as follows: Commencing at a point on Spring Creek, 
where Going Snake and Tahlequah districts corner, and up 
the left hand fork of Spring Creek, by Switchler Lowrey's, 
and across to Oo-le-stuhee's place, leaving him in Saline dis­
trict; thence along the path to Oo-le-stuhee's old place, leav­
ing the said place in Saline; thence along a path on the ridge 
to Chu-H-o's place, leaving that place in Saline; and thence 
to a ford, a short distance above Ned Christies's, on Spavi-
naw; and thence strait to the mouth of a small Creek above 
Ned Persiinon's, on Grand River; and thence across to Oo-
law-nah-tee-skee's place on Cabbin Creek, leaving the said 
place in Saline; and up said Creek to the Osage boundary 
line; and the Act passsed 18th Dec. 1844, altering the line 
between Delaware and Saline Districts be, and the same is 
hereby repealed. 

Tahlequah, January V&th, 1845. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 
Be it enacted by the National Council, That there shall be 

appointed, at the opening of each annual session of the Gen­
eral Council, a fire maker for each branch of the Council and 
for the Supreme Court, whose duty it shall be to keep fires, 
carry water, & c ; who shall be entiled to a compensation of 
fifty cents per day each for their services. 

Tahlequah, Jan. 12th, 1845. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 
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An Act relative to holding Elections. 

He it enacted by the National Council, That the Act pass­
ed 4th Nov. 1839, organizing the Nation into eight districrs, 
for holding elections, and the Act passed 22d Nov. 1842, 
shall remain in force until otherwise altered by law, with the 
following amendments: 
l%Be it further enacted, That the district Judges be, and 
are hereby authorized to appoint the Superintendants and 
clerks for eacli precinct, who shall be qualified by the district 
Judge or clerk to conduct the election agreeable to law. 

Be it further enacted, That if a vacancy should occur at 
the holding of the elections, it shall be lawful for the people 
to fill vacancies that may exist. 

Be. it further enacted, That the Fuperintendants and clerks 
shall be entitled to a compensation of one dollar per day 
while in service. 

Tahlequah, Jan. llth, 1845. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o: c 

Whereas, It has been made known, That P. M. Butler, 
Esq , United States Agent, is about to remove from the build­
ings and improvements, known as the "Dragoon Quarters," 
and now occupied by him as an Agency; Therefore, 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the land in­
cluded in the survey, adjoining the Fort Gibson Military Re­
serve, recently made by P. M. Butler, Esq., U. S. Agent, for 
the temporary use of his Agency, and all buildings and im­
provements made thereon, by the United States, be, and the 
same are hereby declared to be the property of the Cherokee 
Nation, and are reserved for public purposes; and all persons 
are prohibited from locating or making improvement within 
the limits of the said survey, without having first obtained the 
consent of the National Council, under the penalty of forfeit­
ing the same for the benefit of the Nation. 

Be it further enacted, That the Principal Chief be, and 
he is hereby authorized to appoint an Agent, whose duty 
it shall be, upon their being evacuated, to take possession, in 
the name of the Nation, of the aforesaid buildings and im­
provements; and having publicly advertised the same for thir-
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ty days, to lease them, (the buildings and improvements) to 
the highest bidder, for the term of two years. The lessee of 
such buildings and improvements shall give bond and securi 
ty for the payment of the amount of his lease, into the Nation­
al Treasury, in two annual instalments. 

Tahlequah, Jan. Ut/i, 1845. 
Approved—JNO ROSS. 

0 : 0 • 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of 
two hundred and eighty dollars be, and the same is hereby 
allowed to Daniel R. Coodey and Company, for the appre­
hension of Bean Stirr and the recovery of stolen horses in 
the fall of 1844. 

Tahlequah, Jan. 8th, 1842. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

— • 0 : 0 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Editor of 
the Cherokee Advocate be, and he is hereby authorized to 
have alterations made in the stairway and partitions, in the 
printing office, and a brick chimney erected with four fire 
places. 

T'ahlequah, January 16th, 1845. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0 : 0 

An Act authorizing the quarterly payment of the Translator 
and the Printers in the Office of the Cherokee Advocate. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Prin­
cipal Chief be, and he is hereby authorized, upon the certifi­
cate of the Editor, to issue warrants on the National Treasu­
ry, for the quarterly payment of the salaries of the Translator 
and Printers, employed agreeably to law, in the office of tha 
Cherokee Advocate. 

Tahlequah, Jan. Uth, 1845. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 
An Act fixing the appropriation for the Delegation. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of 
four thousand one hundred and seventy-five dollars be, and 
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the same is hereby appropriated out of any money in the Na­
tional Treasury, not otherwise appropriated, to defray the ex­
penses of the Delegation to Washington, and that the Princi­
pal Chief be, and he is hereby authorized to draw a war­
rant on the National Treasurer for the same, and that the 
said Delegation be required to keep a correct accountof all 
necessary expenditures. 

And be it further enacted, That the pay of the members 
of the Delegation, for their services, shall be, and the same 
is hereby fixed at three dollars per day, to commence from 
the date of their leaving home. 

Tahlequah, January Vdth, 1845. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 

Wlicreas, The use of ardent spirits and other intoxicating 
liquors, is productive of the most demoralizing, and otherwise 
degrading and mischievous effects; 

And whereas, The laws of this Nation prohibiting the in­
troduction and sale of ardent spirits, are rendered inoperative, 
to a great extent, by the existence, along the line, within the 
State of Arkansas and Missouri, of distilleries, groceries 
and tipling shops; from which those deleterious articles are 
issued to the Indians; 

And whereas, Murders and other crimes of the most atro­
cious and alarming character; the very rehearsal of which 
are revolting to humanity, are clearly traceable to the still-
house and the grocery, as their source; Therefore, 

Resolved by the National Council, That the Principal Chief 
be, and he is hereby requested, through such channel as he 
may deem proper, respectfully to ask, of the Governors of the 
States of Arkansas and Missouri, respectively, such co-opera­
tion, and the exertion of such influence, as in their wisdom 
they may deem proper, effectually to put a stop to the traffic, 
in ardent spirits, along tbe Indian lines of their respective 
States. 

Tahlequah, Jan, l(h*A, 1845. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 
Whereas, There are unsettled questions and points of in­

terest which have been long pending between the Govern­
ment of the United States and the Cherokee people; 

26 
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And whereas, The rights and claims of the Cherokees, in* 
Tolved in those questions, have been fully and candidly re­
cognized by the President of the United States, in his letter 
of Septemper 20th, 1841, and his views and feelings, in re­
gard to the redress for which they ask ingenuously and unre­
servedly expressed, we cannot withdraw the confidence which 
we have reposed in the promises there conveyed to us; whieb 
assure us that a deaf ear has not been turned to our petition» 
and that" much attention "has been given to the weighty and 
important subjects, 'which we had urged/adding, ' i f all the 
subjects presented by you on the part of ycur people have 
not been fully considered and decided, you will be able to 
satisfy them that it has been from no desire, on our part, to 
slight or neglect the wishes or interests of a Nation who have 
bet-n for so many year?, the steadfast friends of the U. Stales, 
and for whose rights and interests this Government feels the 
strongest concern. '" 

" I have looked over the several treaties that have been 
made between the Cherokee Nation and the United States; 
and I find their promises of friendship on the one part, and 
of protection and guardian care on the other; and I now 
promise you again; and through you, your whole people, that 
the protection and care so promised shall be given. " Hav­
ing declared his purpose to negotiate a new treaty, the Presi­
dent proceeds, "you may assure your people that"—"not jus­
tice merely shall be done them; but that a liberal and gener­
ous course of policy shall be adopted towards them. Upon 
the ratification of the treaty contemplated, which shall give 
full indemnity for all wrongs which they may have suffered; 
establish upon a permanent basis the political relations between 
them and the people of the U. S.—guarantee their lands in abso­
lute fee simple, and prescribe specific rules in reference to sub­
jects of the most interesting character to them and their re­
motest posterity, a new sun will have dawned upon them in 
whose brightness their permanent happiness and true glory 
may be read by the whole world." 

Resolved, therefore, by the National Council, In reliance 
on these just and elevated sentiments of the President, and in 
accordance with an act of the National Council, passed De­
cember 18th, 1844, that John Ross, Principal Chief, Rich­
ard Taylor, John Looney, T. Walker, Moses Daniel, W. S. 
Coodey, Joseph Vann, Aaron Price and John Spears, be7 
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and they are hereby appointed a Delegation fully to represent 
the Cherokee Nation before the Government of the United 
States. 

Resolved, That the aforesaid John Ross, R. Taylor, John 
Looney, T. Walker, Moses Daniel, W. S. Coodey, Joseph 
Vann, A. Price and John Spears, be, and they are hereby 
invested with full powers to conclude a treaty with the Gov­
ernment of the United States, and to do all other things 
•which may be required for the final adjustment of all ques­
tions and matters of interest now pending between the par­
ties, and bringing them to a final close. 

And be it further resolved, That the said John Ross, R. 
Taylor, J. Looney, T. Walker, Moses Daniel, W. S. Coodey, 
Joseph Vann, A. Price and J. Spears, be, and they are here­
by authorized to apply to the Government of the United 
States, or the proper officers thereof, and to receive all sums 
of money due on any account whatever, and receipt for the 
same, in the name and on behalf of the Cherokee Nation. 

Resolved, That in the event of any vacancy occurring in 
the Delegation, the Principal Chief be, and he is hereby au­
thorized to fill the same by appointment. 

Tahleqnah, January 13th, 1845. 
Approved—-JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 

An Act making appropriations for the support of Public 
Schools for the year 1845. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of 
seven thousand and two hundred dollars be, and the same is 
hereby appropriated, out of any money in the National Treas­
ury, belonging to the School Fund, not otherwise appropriat­
ed, for the support of the Public Schools, provided fur by 
law, during the year 1845. 

Be it further enacted, That the sum of three thousand six 
hundred dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, out 
of any money in the National Treasury, belonging to the 
Orphan Fund, not otherwise appropriated, for the board and 
clothing of the orphan children who may attend the several 
Public Schools, the amount expended at each school, not to 
exceed thfi sum of two hundred dollars. 
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Be it further enacted, That ihe sum of four hundred dol­
lars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, out of any mon­
ey in the National Treasury, belonging to the School Fund, 
not otherwise appropriated, for the pui chase of books, slate» 
and stationary, for the use of the Public Schools. 

Be it further enacted, That the Principal Chief be, and 
he is hereby authorized to draw warrants on the National 
Treasury, for the amounts herein appropriated, in accordance 
with the provisions of the Act passed November 16th, 1843, 
entitled "an Act to amend an Act, relative to public schools." 

Tahlequah, January \<ith, 1845. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act authorizing the making of a loan from the General and 
Orphan School Fund. 

W/icrcas, The public funds now in the National Treasury, 
are not sufficient to meet the debts outstanding against the 
Nation; Therefore, 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That there be 
a loan made from any moneys in the National Treasury, be­
longing to the General School Fund, to the amount of fifty 
thousand dollars, and out of the Orphan Fund nix thousand 
dollars, to meet the debts outstanding against the Nation. 
The sum thus borrowed shall draw interer-t at the rate of two 
per cent, per annum, and be paid out of the public funds 
first paid into the National Treasury. 

Be it further enacted, That the Principal Chief be, and 
he is hereby authorized to draw warrants on the National 
Treasury, for the above named sum. 

Tahlequah, January V7th, 1845. 
MOSES DANIEL, Prrt't Nat. Committee. 

Concurred—A. CAMPBELL, Speaker Covn. pro tern. 
The Principal Chief having returned the above Bill, with 

his objections thereto, in writing, to the National Committee 
the Committee and Council, proceeded to vote on the Bill, 
when it was passed by a vote of two thirds. 

Tahlequah, January 18th, 1845. 
MOSES DANIEL. Prcs't Nat. Committee 
A. CAMPBELL, Speaker Council pro. tern 



An Act to reduce the number of Executive Councillors to 
three, 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the number 
of Executive Councillors be and the same is hereby reduced 
to three from and after this date. 

TahJcquah, October 9th, 1845. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P'l Chief. 

0:0 

An Act relative to trial, expenses fyc. of Assault and Bat­
ter?/ suits. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That from and 
after the passage of this act, prosecutions for assault and bat­
tery shall be tried only at the regular term of holding courts, 
and the jury empannelled at such terms for the trial of civil 
suits shall be competent to decide all such cases, and verdicts 
return as in civil cases provided for. 

Be it further enacted, That ail expenses attending the 
prosecution of such suits shall be borne and paid by the par­
ties as in civil cases; and not by the Nation. 

Be it further enacted, That in all cases of persona! abuse 
or injury sustained by violence, the party injured shall have 
redress by the recovery of damages at the discretion of the 
court, (having jurisdiction) in such sums as may be deter­
mined. 

Tahlcquah, October IMi, 1845. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P. Chief. 

0:0 

An Act to amend the "Act establishing the Judiciary." 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That from and 
after the passage of this Act, it shall be the duty of the Sher­
iffs of the several Districts, when arrests are made of person» 
charged with criminal offences, to notify some one of the 
Judges having jurisdiction over such cases of such arrest, the 
nature of such charges, & c , as early as possible, and without 
any delay whatever, in order that a ppeedy public trial may 
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be had, or such bail required as may be deemed necessary 
by the Judge, to be given by the criminal to the Sheriff in 
bond and security for his or their appearance at such time 
and place as may be designated for trial. 

In case the accused shall fail to give the required bond 
and security within a reasonable time, he, she, or they, shall 
be brought to an immediate trial. 

Tahlequah, Oct. Uth. 1845. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P. Chief. 

0:0 

An Act repealing an Act passed 23d October, 1843. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Act 
passed October 23d 1843, to amend an act for the puuish-
nient of criminal offences, be, and the same is hereby re­
pealed. 

Tahlequah, Oct. \&th, 1845. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P. Chief. 

0:0 
An Act to amend the Judiciary Act. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the "Act 
establishing the Judiciary,'" passed September 23d, 1839, 
be, and the same is hereby so amended that in lieu of twenty-
four jurors being summoned to try all criminal cases, there 
shall only be summoned twelve jurors, six of whom shall be 
competent to try all criminal cases, except such as may in­
volve the penalty of death, and verdict return as provided for 
in said act of 1839. In all cases involving capital punish­
ment there shall be twenty-four jurors summoned as before 
provided. 

Tahlequah, Oct. 20th, 1845. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P Chief. 

0:0 
An Act to allow Criminals to testify in certain Cases. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That it shall be 
lawful from and after the passage of this act, when tw» or 
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more persons are charged with a criminal violation of law, 
and it is difficult to obtain testimony in favor of the prosecu­
tion, for one of the party so charged to be allowed to give 
testimony against the others and in behalf of the prosecution, 
and such person so testifying shall himself be exempted from 
trial in such particular case wherein he may thus be allowed 
to become a witness. Permission however, to testify in such 
cases shall only be granted by the Court having jurisdiction 
over the matter and while in session and upon the applica­
tion only of the Solicitors of the several Districts for that pur­
pose, or by the person conducting the prosecution. 

Tahlequah, October 2lst, 1845. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P. Chief. 

0:0 
An Act to amend an "Act for the benefit of certain Blind 

Persons." 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the first sec­
tion of the Act passed December 26, 1842, for the benefit of 
certain blind persons," be, and the same is hereby amended, 
that in lieu of "thirty dollars annually" being allowed for 
the purchase of clothing, there shall be allowed twenty dol­
lars annually for that purpose. 

Tahlequah, Oct. 22rf, 1845. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P. Chief. 

0:0 

An Act to amend an "Act relating to Public Cooks." 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That from and 
after the adjournment of the present session of the National 
Council, the number of Public Cooks provided for at each 
annual session of the National Council, be reduced from 
"six" to two. Provided, however, that the Principal Chief 
shall have authority at any call session or when it is expected 
that a large assemblage of the Cherokees shall be in attend­
ance, to appoint an additional number, if he should deem 
it necessary. . 

Tahlequah, Oct. 23tf, 1845. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P. Chief 
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An Act to emend "an Act respecting' the issuing of Certifi~ 
cates." 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Act, pass­
ed November 28, 1843, be, and the same is hereby so amend-
ed, that the Sheriffs and Clerks of the Courts for the several 
Districts be, and they are hereby required, to make their 
Report of all certificates issued by them, to the National 
Committee, during the first week of the annual sessions of 
the National Council. 

TaMequah, October 23<2, 1845. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P. Chief. 

:o 
An Act to amend ''an Act relative to Estates and Adminis­

trators. 

SEC. 1st. Be it enacted by the National Council, That 
ihe act passed 24th of September, 1839, relative to estates 
and administrators, be and the same is hereby amended so as 
to require Executors of Wills and Administrators en estates 
of deceased persons, to report annually to the District Judges 
at the regular term of the District courts held in July, the 
condition of, and all that may have been done by them in 
reference to the business, property, and effects of such estate 
as he, she, or they mny have in charge. 

SEC. 2d. Be it further oiaetvd, That Executors of Wills 
and Administrators shall be entitled to a compensation of 
eight per cent, upon the amount of property and effects be­
longing to an estate, for their services, which shall be ap­
praised by two or more persons, to be appointed by the Dis­
trict Judge under oath. 

SEC. 3d. Be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful 
for an administrator or other person having charge of an es­
tate where there is money or property left, after settling the 
debtsofthe estate, and there are minor heirs, to apply a portion 
of such money or property to their education at the public schools 
in this nation, end any money or property so applied shall be 
charged to such heir as so much received of his or her por­
tion of such estate. 

TaMequah, Oct. 29th, 1843. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P. Chitf. 
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An Act relative to the appointment of National Solicitors. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the act 
passed 18th October, 1H4', relative to Solicitors or Attorneys, 
and the net pissed ',i'Mh October, 1^43, to amend the same, 
be and they arc hereby repealed. 

SEC. 2d. Be it further enacted, That there shall be 
elected by a joint vote of the National Council, a Solicitor 
for each Judicial Circuit, whose duty shall be to prosecute, in 
behalf of the Cherokee Nation, all persons charged with crim­
inal offences, and who maybe arraigned for trial before any 
of the Courts in their respective Circuits. 

Sr.r. 3. Be it further inactid. That the solicitors shall be 
elected fcr the term of two years, and commissioned by the 
Principal Chief, and shall be entitled to a compensation for 
their services of three hundred dollars per annum out of the Na­
tional treasury; and before entering on the duties of their office 
shall be required to take the following oath:—"I do solemn­
ly swear that I will as Solicitor for and in behalf of the Cher­
okee Nation prosecute all persons who may be arraigned for 
trial before any of the Court in the Judicial Circuit assigned me 
charged with criminal violation of the laws of this Nation, to 
the best of my skill and ability; and that I will not receive 
any fee, or remuneration from any criminal either directly or 
indirectly, but bear true faith to the Nation in all criminal 
prosecutions." 

Provided further, That each Solicitor may if he shall deem 
it necessary and proper fcr the interest of the Nation, appoint 
a deputy at his own expense to act in his stead, and who shall 
be required also to take the above oath. 

Tahlcquah, Nov. M, ]M45. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P. Chief. 

o:o 
Resolutions authorizing the Chief to appoint a Guard of 

six nun, to guard the public papers, Documents, Sfc. 

Resolved by the National Council, That the Acting Prin­
cipal Chief be, and he is authorized to appoint a guard of 
six persons to be stationed at the residence of the Principal 
Chief, for the preservation and protection of the books, pa­
pers, documents, & c , belonging to the Nation: 
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Resolved further, That each of the guard be allowed a 
compensation out of the National Treasury often Dollars per 
month, except the one who may be designated by the Chief 
to the command of the guard, who shall be allowed fifteen 
dollars per month: 

Provided, further, That the Chief discontinue the services 
of this guard when he shall deem it proper or expedient. 
Compensation shall be allowed for boarding the guard. 

Tahlequah, Nov. 5th, 1845. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P. Chief. 

:o 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That William P. 
Ross, Editor of the Cherokee Advocate, be and he is hereby 
authorized to have a Brick house erected under his superin-
tendency in the town of Tahlequah, Cherokee Nation, of 
suitable dimensions for a printing office to be completed be­
fore the next annual Council, the cost of which shall not ex­
ceed eight hundred dollars. And the act passed January 16th, 
1845, authorizing the Editor to make any alteration he might 
deem necessary to the stairway and to have a chimney put to 
the present printing office, is hereby repealed. 

Tahlequah, Nov. 7th, 1845. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P. Chief 

— o:o 

An Act to amend the "Act for building Court Houses. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Act 
passed Nov. 30th, 1842, entitled "An Act for building court­
houses" be, and the same is hereby amended, by striking out 
the word "Sheriffs" wherever it occurs in said Act. 

Tahlequah, Nov. 7th, 1845. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P. Chief 

o:o 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That a company of 
Light-horse-men be organized, consisting of twenty-six per­
sons, for the purpose of searching after and bringing to pun-
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ishment, all persons charged with murder, and house-burning, 
and who are now ai large and endangering the peace and 
lives of the citizens of this Nation. 

Be it further enacted, That the Principal Chief is hereby 
authorised to appoint and commission a Captain and Lieuten­
ant, who shall immediately select and organize a company 
of twenty-four men besides themselves, and command them 
for the purposes set forth above, and are required to use all 
exertion and vigilance in ferreting out and bringing all such 
violators of law and personal security to condign punishment; 
and in case of refusal to submit or resistance on the part of 
such offenders, it shall be justifiable to kill them, or any per­
son aiding them in resisting the enforcement of the laws of 
this Nation. 

Be it further enacted, That the Captain shall receive a 
compensation for his services at the rates of twenty dollars 
per month—the Lieutenant fifteen dollars, and each private 
ten dollars per month—and a reasonable allowance shall also 
be made for all necessary expenses while in service, such as 
horse-shoeing, provisions, forage, ferriages, ammunition, & c , 
and which shall be reported to the Executive, certified to by 
the officers of the company. 

Provided further, That the Executive may dispense with 
the services of this^ight-horse company when in his judgment 
the quiet of the country and safety of our citizens may justify. 

Taklequah, Nov. 8th, 1845. 
A. CAMPBELL, Speaker Council. 

The National Committee concur in the above Act with 
this amendment, that the Lieutenant shall receive eighteen 
dollars and each private fifteen dollars per month. 

W. S. COODEY, Pres't Nat. Committee. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY. 

o:o 
An Act providing for the translation of the laws and the con' 

stitution into the Cherokee Language. 

SEC. 1. Be it enacted by the National Council, That the 
Act passed 5th October, 1839, and the amendment to same 
of Dec. 14th, 1842, providing for the translation "of the laws 
of the Nation into the Cherokee language," be and the same 
are hereby repealed. 
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SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That the National Com­
mittee select and agree with some suitable person or persona 
to translate the "Act of Union," the Constitution of the Na­
tion, and all laws which may be in force at the adjournment of 
the present session of the National Council, also the laws of 
the Western Cherokees as they existed at the time of the 
"Union of the two branches of the Cherokee people, and to 
have the Fame published in one book as soon as practicable. 

Provided further, Thai the laws of the Western Cherokees 
as in existence above stated, be published under direction 
of the National Committee in the English language. 

SEC. 3. lie it further enacted, That the National Com­
mittee allow such compensation for the services contemplat­
ed by this Act as may be deemed reasonable and proper. 

SEC. 4 Beit further enactid, That in case any vacancy 
should occur in selection or appointment of persons under 
this ylct, to Principal Chief be and is hereby authorized 
to fill suchvacancy. 

Tahlcquah, Nov. lC>th, \Wi, 184«. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P. Chief. 

o:o 

An Act to repeal an Act appointing Solicitors. 

Be it enacted by the. National Council, That the Act 
passed 3d day of November, 1845, relative to the .appointment 
of Solicitors, and the act passed the 18th of October, 1841, 
relative to the appointment of Solicitors or Attornies. as also 
the Act passed to amend the same, dated the 30th October, 
1843, be and the same are hereby repealed. 

Taklequah, November 15<A. 1845. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P. Chief 

An Act authorizing the Chief to appoint a Committee of four 
persons for objects therein named. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Principal 
Chief be and he is hereby authorized to appoint a committee 
of four persons, to repair forthwith to that porticn of the Cher-
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okee Nation now in a disturbed condition, with such instruc­
tions, by the Chief, as shall enable said Committee to pro­
mote peace and other duties that the Chief may deem prudent 
to assign. 

Tahlequah, Nov. 17th, 1845. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P. Chief. 

o:o 

An Act appointing the Editor of the Cherokee Advocate 
Mail Carrier and his compensation. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That from and af­
ter the passage of this Act, the Editor of the Cherokee Advo­
cate be allowed a compensation of ten dollars per year for 
carrying the mail from Tahlequah, transmitting newspapers, 
&c. to the Post Office at Park Hill and back. 

Tahlequah, November 17th, 1845. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P. Chief. 

o:o 

An Act to punish attempts on Rape. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Act pass­
ed September 19th, 1839, for "the punishment of criminal 
offences," be and the same is hereby amended, so, that in 
case any Negro shall be convicted before the Courts t of 
this Nation, of attempting by violence to commit a rape, 
he shall be punished with one hundred lashes. 

Tahlequah, October 17th, 1845. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P. Chief. 

o:o 
Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Superin­

tendent of schools be and he is hereby authorized to locate 
and establish a public school at "Muddy Spring" in Flint 
District, in addition to the number already in operation— 
and one other school also in Going Snake District at or n«ar 
the residence of I. A. Few. 

Tahlequah, November 18fA, 1845. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY. 

27 
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Be it enacted by the National Count J, That the Superin-
"tendent of Schools be and the same is hereby authorized to 
locate and establish a public school at a point or spring, be­
tween Moses Daniel's and It . B. Daniel's, in Delaware Dis­
trict, in addition to the number already established. 

Tahlequah, November l&th, IP 15. 
Approved—GEORG R LOWREY. 

0:0 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Superin­
tendent of schools be and the same is hereby authorized to 
locate and establish a public school, at or near Tahlequah, in 
heu of one located at Fourteen Mile Creek, which is hereby 
discontinued. 

Tahlequah, November '26th, 1815. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY. 

0:0 — 

Beit cnottrd hy the NaHonal Council, That all certifi­
cates purporting to be for service*, & c , against the Nation, 
and is-ntd by any of the officers under the Act of the 'J^th 
November, IS 13, and wnich shall not ujwm examination b<: 
found to correspond with the certified return* of such officers, 
shall not be considered valid or binding on the Nation. 

This act to take effect on the adjournment of the present 
session of the National Council. 

Tahlequah Dec. 1st, I s 15. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting Chief. 

0:0 
Be it enacted by the National Council, That there be forth­

with organized an additional Light 11 ->rse company to consist 
of twelve men, a Captain and a Lieutenant, to be appointed 
and commissioned by the Principal Chief, who shall irame^ 
di; lely select and organize a company of ten men besides 
themselves, whose duties, duration, compensation, and allow­
ance shall be the same as those provided for in the act passed 
8th November, 1845. 

Tahlequah, Dec. 1st, 1845. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P. Chief 
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An Act providing for the Translation of the Laws of 1845'. 

Be it enacted by. the National Council, That the persons 
selected by the National Council be, and they are herebv 
requested and instructed to translate the laws enacted at the 
present session of the National Council, as soon as practica­
ble: and the Principal Chief cause the same to be published, 
(say 500 copies) and distributed through the Nation: and 
that the same be printed also, in the English language, for 
circulation. 

Taldcquali, Dec. 2d, 1845. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P. Chief. 

o:o 

lie it enacted by the. National Council, That the Acting 
Principal Chief be, and he is hereby requested to remain at 
the residence of the Principal Chief, at Park Hill, during the 
excitement in the country, for the purpose of giving correct 
information of the affairs in the Nation: and that a reason­
able allowance shall be made for his board, while he remains 
at Park Hill. 

Tahlequah, December 3d, 1845. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P. Chief. 

o:o 
An Act appropriating Fifty Dollars to purchase Books for 

the use of the Public Schools. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of 
fifty dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, out of 
the General School Fund, for the purchase of books for the 
use of the Public Schools of the Nation: and that the same be 
placed, by the Chief, in the hands of the Superintendent for 
that purpose. 

Tahlequah, December 4th, 1845. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P. Chief. 

o:o 
Be it enacted by the National Council, That the "Act 

relative to Public Schools," be, and the same is hereby, so 
ftniended, that from and after the 31st day of January next, 
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the Orphans placed in the Public Schools shall be boarded 
and clothed at the rate of thirty dollars each, for the scholastic 
year: and the number of such scholars in the different schools 
shall not exceed one hundred and twenty, and be regulated 
lty the Superintendent. All such orphans so received into 
the schools shall be destitute of parents, and under the age 
of eighteen years. 

Be it further enacted, That the third section of the Act 
passed 23d December, 1843, amendatory of the "Act relative 
to public schools," be and the same is hereby repealed. 

Tahlequah, Dec. 4th, 1845. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P. Chief. 

o:o 
Declaration of the National Council of the vacancy of the 

Sheriffalty of Flint District. 

WHEREAS, the Sheriff of Flint District, William Griffin, 
has left the Cherokee Nation, and is now a "refugee" in 
Washington county, Arkansas, and having fled the couqtry 
in violation of his duties as an officer, therefore, 

The National Council, in view of these facts, do hereby 
declare the office of Sheriff for Flint District to be vacant, 
and that the same be filled by Executive appointment as pro­
vided for in such cases by the Constitution. 

Tahlequah, December 4th, 1845. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P. Chief. 

o:o 
An Act authorizing the Editor of the Cherokee Advocate to 

remove the Printing Press into the Court House at Tah­
lequah. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Editor 
of the Cherokee Advocate be, and he is hereby authorized, 
to remove the printing press, papers, & c , belonging to the 
establishment, into the Court House at Tahlequah, upon the 
adjournment of the present session of the National Council, 
and to occupy the same for printing, until the time fixed for 
the next session of the Supreme Court. 

Tahlequah, Dec. 4th, 1845. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P. Chief. 
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An Act to authorize the Chief to suspend from Office, Spc. 

Be it enacted br the National Council, That in all cases 
of mal-practice in office, or violation of the laws, by the offi­
cers of the Nation, either of the Judiciary or Executive de­
partment, or upon refusal or omission to perform their duties, 
the Principal Chief be and he is hereby authorized to sus­
pend frcm office, until the next session of the National Coun­
cil, any officer who may be charged with any of the above 
allegations and proof sufficient is made to substantiate the , 
same before the Executive. And in case of the suspen­
sion of any officer as above provided for, the Principal Chief 
shall appoint some suitable person to discharge the duties of 
such officer until the National Council, at its next «ewsion, 
shall otherwise determine. 

Tahlcquah, December 5th, 1845. 
Approved—GEOPvGE LOWRET, Acting P. Chief. 

o:o 

An Act to amend an Act relative to thr right of citizenship 
passed January lGth, IS it». 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Pres­
ident of the National Committee be, ami he is hereby author­
ised and required to issue summons directed to the Sheriffs 
of the several Districts, requiring all per&ons now residing 
within the limits of this Nation, vvhe.-e right to citizenship is 
doubtful or disputed, to appear before the National Council, 
on or before the first Monday in November next to establish 
the same or otherwise be subiect to a removal as intruders. 

Tahlequah, Oct. 12th, 18-1«. 

Approved—W. S. COODEY, Acting P. Chief. 

o:o 

An Act authorising the appointment of Solicitors or At-
tornh«. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That a Solitor or 
Attorney be appointed or chosen for each District by a joint 
yote of both houses of the National Council, whose term of 
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^service shall be one year; and such Solicitor or Attorney be­
fore he enters upon the duties of his office, shall be commis­
sioned by the Principal Chief. 

Be it further mailed, That it shall be the duty of such So­
licitors or Attornies to prosecute in behalf of the Nation, all 
persons charged with criminal offences, that may be brought 
before any of the Courts of the N.ition. And such Solicitor 
or Attorney shall be paid a salary of one hundred dollars out 
of the National Treasury. 

Be it further enacted, That such Solicitor or Attorney 
shall be required before he enters upon the duties of his office 
to take the following orth or affirmation: "You do solemnly 
swear, that you as Solicitor or prosecuting Attorney for and in 
behalf of the Cherokee Nation, will to the best of your skill 
and abilities, prosecute all persons charged with criminal of­
fences, that may be brouglit before any of the Courts in the 
District of and th".t you will not take or receive, any 
remuneration of any person charged with any criminal of­
fence, but Le faithful to the Cherokee Nation in all prosecu­
tions to the best of your ability, so help you God." 

Taklcqurh, Oct. II' '?, Hli i . 
Approved—W. S. COODEY, Acting P. Chief. 

0:0 

An Act to m»nd an Art passed 19th September, 1839. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That from tho 
passage of this act, if any person or persons shall maliciously 
set fire to and burn the dwelling house of another, such per­
son or persons so offending, on conviction thereof by tho 
courts having jurisdiction of the same, shall suffer death by 
hanging. 

TaMcquali, October Uth, 1846. 
Approved—W. S. COODEY, Acting P. Chief 

0:0 

An Act to sell Stray Property for prompt Payment. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Act 
passed 11th October 1841, which makes it the duty of the 
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Sheriffs to sell stray property on a credit of six months, be so 
amended, as to make it his or their duty after the usual no­
tice given, to sel' such st'ay p^oneriy for prompt payment, 
for the bene2t of the Natioud Treasury; and that the first 
section of the a Hove acf from ai'd \vi,]) t!ie word "on" be and 
the same is hereby repealed. 

TaUequah, Octc1 <>• VMh, 1^46. 
Approved—GEOiiQE LOWREY, Acting P. Chief. 

0:0 

An Act tc repeal an Aft passed November 1th 1845. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That in view of 
the unfavorable condition of our finances, to erect additional 
buildings for the Printing Ollice, it is deemed expedient to 
repeal the act authorizing the same; therefore the Act passed 
November ?th, 1645. is hereby repealed. 

Tahlequali, O't. Wh, !<!•». 
Approved—W. S. COODEY, Acting P. Chief. 

0:0 

An Act to amend an Art, cnlithd "an Ait for the punish­
ment of thefts, and other crimes, passed 19th Sept. 1839. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That any person 
or persons, who mav be convicted of stealing a negro or ne­
groes, shall suffer death by hanging. And any person or 
persons, who may be convicted of stealing a horse, mule, jack 
or jinny, for the first offence shall be punished with not le^s 
than one hundred stripes on the bare back, and compelled to 
make payment as is provided for in said act, and any person 
or persons, who up< ti conviction before any Court having 
jurisdiction of the same, of stealing a horse, jack, mule or 
jinny, for the third offence, shall suffer death by hanging. 
This Act to take effect from and after its passage; all laws, 
or parts of laws, militating against this act, are hereby re­
pealed. 

Tahkquah, Oct. 17th, 1840. 
C. V. M'NAIR, Pres't Committee. 

Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P. Chief. 
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An Act to repeal an Act passed 13fh January 1843. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Act pass­
ed January 13th, 1845, relative to the buildings and improve­
ments, known as the "Dragooa Quarters," be and the same 
is hereby repealed. 

Tahkauah, Oct. mh. 1846. 
Approved—GEORGE ^ G W R E Y , Acting P. Chief. 

o:o 
An Act to authorize the Chief to issue quarterly Warrants 

to the Editor of the Cherokee Advocate. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Prin­
cipal Chief be, and he is hereby authorized to issue a war­
rant in future on the National Treasurer for the quarterly 
payment of the salary of the Editor of the Cherokee Advo­
cate. 

Tahlequah, Oct. 23d, 1S46. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P. Chief. 

o: 
A special Act allowing compensation to a Guard appointed 

by the Acting Chief. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the follow­
ing sums be and the same are hereby appropriated for the 
benefit of the persons named below, for services rendered as 
a guard, appointed by the Acting Chief, in August and Sep­
tember, 1846, and for which the Chief is hereby authorized 
to issue his warrants. 

Young Wolf, Captain, £26 00 
Young Chicken, Pmiatt 10 33 1-3 
Good Woman, " 5 66 2-3 
Wilson, « 15 662-3 
John, " 2 331-3 

Tahlequah, October 11th, 1846. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P. Chief. 

o:o 
Resolution of the Council, declining to have the census of the 

People taken. 

WHEREAS, a communication has been submitted by the 
Acting Chief transmitting a letter and documents from the 
United States Agent, requesting the members of the National 
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Council to furnish him with the census and statistics of the 
Cherokee Nation, under instructions from the Government of 
the United States. 

Be it therefore resolved by the National Council, That 
touching the services of the members of the National Coun­
cil, in a measure of taking the census of the Cherokee Na­
tion, in the manner prescribed; it is deemed to be impracti­
cable to arrive at any thing like accuracy. 

Tahlequah, October 28th, 1846. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P. Chief. 

o:o 
Special Act for the Benefit of E. Hicks. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum o f 
five hundred and sixty one dollars be and the same is hereby 
appropriated out of any monies not otherwise appropriated, 
in the National Treasury, for the benefit of E. Hicks, for a 
balance of services due him, as a delegate to Washington 
City in the year 1844, and the Principal Chief is hereby au--
thorized to issue his warrant for the same. 

Tahlequah, Oct. 30*A, 1846. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 
An Act to amend an Act relating to Public Schools. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the act pass­
ed 16th Dec , 1841, relating to public schools, be, and the 
same is hereby further amended, so as to make it the duty of 
the Superintendent of public schools to remove a school 
which may not be sustained according to law, and locate it 
in some neighborhood where it will be so sustained—the re­
quirement of any act to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Tahlequah, Nov. 6th, 1846. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

— ^—o:o > * — 
An Act to repeal an Act passed January 9th 1845. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Act 
passed the 9th day of January 1845, authorising the Principal 
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Chief to offer a reward of three thousand dollars, for the ap­
prehension of persons therein named, be and the same is 
hereby repealed. 

Tahlequah, Nov. 9 th, 1846. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act to repeal. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That so much 
of the law parsed the l l t h of October, 1841, respecting stray 
property as authorises one dollar per week to be paid for keep­
ing stray horses, jacks, jinnies cr mules, be and the same H 
hereby repealed. 

Tahlequah, November 18th. 1846. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act to amend an act relative to intermarriages with 
Whitemen. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the act 
passed 15th of November, 1843, relative to intermarriages, 
be and the same is hereby so amended; that should any 
white man or woman become a citizen, or citizens of the 
Cherokee Nation by marriage, and such Cherokee woman or 
man (as the case may be) should die, the surviving widower, 
or widow shall continue to enjoy Cherokee privileges—unless 
such widower or widow shall marry a white man or woman 
(as the case may be) then in that case all their right to Cher­
okee citizenship shall cease, this act to take effect from 
and after its passage. 

Tahlequah, Nov. Itith, 1840. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

An Act relative to the Improvements of rejected Citizens. 

Whereas, the National Council passed a resolution re­
quiring all persons residing within the limits of the Cherokee, 
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Nation, whose right to citizenship was disputed or doubtful, 
to appear before the National Council on or belore the first 
Monday in November 184(3—then and there to establish their 
right to citizenship, or otherwise to be subject to removal as 
intruders; and several of such doubt'"ul citizens having failed 
to establish their right to Cherokee citizenship. Therefore 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That all the im­
provements owned and occupied by such citizens as have 
failed to establish their right, be and the same are declared to 
be public property of the Cherokee Nation, and all persons 
are hereby prohibited from locating on or purchasing said 
improvements from such rejected cili/eits. 

Be it further riu.rtid, That it shall be the duty of the Sher­
iffs of the District in which such improvement may be situat­
ed, totake possession of such improvements in the name of the 
Cherokee Nation, and having publicly advertised the earne, 
for thirty day, sell the ••>id improvements to the highest bid­
der, for ready money, National warrants, or due bills, for the 
benefit of the National Treasury. 

Be it furlki-r matted, That the person or persons, who 
may purchase the improvements occupied by Levi Childers, 
John Schrimshcr, Wiilicm Se!irirci>her, Edivard Vann, James 
Childers, Eli Ptimer, Laban Cork, and Lemuel Childers, 
shall not be entitled to the possesion of the houses, before 
the first day of May 1847. The National Council having 
permited the said named persons to remain in the Cherokee 
Nation until that t«me to en ible them to settle up their 
business. 

Be it further ataittd. That a list ot the names, of al! those 
whose right to citizenship liaveb"ci rejected, be furnished the 
Principal Chief, find by Itir.i reported to the Cherokee Agent, 
to be removed forthwith without the limits of the Cherokee 
Nation as intruders, (except John Schrimsher and others 
named in this act.) 
„, Ta/ilcquafi, Nov lllh, 1846. 

Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

— o:o 
An Act making valid certain Claims. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the certifi­
cates issued by Captain Martin JBenge in consideration of 
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public services rendered and supplies furnished in the year 
1846, and the said Benge having omitted to register the same 
according to the requirements of the law provided for in 
such cases are hereby recognized as valid and allowed. 

Be it further enaced, That the following certificates and 
amounts are included in the foregoing act: To George Low-
rey for six dollars, to Richard Benge for seventy-five dollars, 
to Blackhaw Langley for sixty dollars, to Cucumber Jack three 
dollars, to Nicholas Alexander thirty seven dollors and fifty 
cents, to Benjamin Sanders six dollars. 

Tahlequah,Nov. \Sth, 1846. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act to amend an Act passed September 23rrf, 1839. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That in all 
cases where any person or persons, may be charged with 
crimes, not involving the penalty of death, under the laws of 
this Nation, it shall be the duty of the Sheriff in whose Dis­
trict such person may be so charged, to summons a guard of 
two persons to assist him, and to arrest said person, and to 
guard the same until tried by the court or otherwise disposed 
of; and where two persons are so charged, the said Sheriff 
shall summons four persons, and so in the same proportion 
where more persons may be charged with such crimes, as 
aforesaid. 

Tahleqnah, Nov. ilth, 1846. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

——o;o 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of 
three hundred dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated 
to be paid to Jarnes M. Payne, for services as Superintendent 
of Public Schools for the current year, out of any money of 
the general school fund in the Treasury not otherwise appro­
priated. 

Tvklequah, Nov. 18th, 1846. 
A. FOREMAN, Pres'tpro tern. 

Approved-JNO. ROSS. 
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An Act making valid certain Claims. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the certifi­
cates issued by Charles Wickliff, Deputy Sheriff of Saline 
District, in consideration of supplies furnished guard and 
prisoner in the year 1846, and the said Charles Wickliff hav­
ing omitted to register the same according to the requirement 
of the law provided for in such cases; are hereby recognized 
to be valid and allowed. 

He it further enacted, That the following certificates and 
amounts are included in the foregoing act; to J. Mulkev, 
thirteen dollars, to J. Mulkev, ten dollars. 

Tahlcquah, Nov. 19th, 1846. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act establishing the Court House in Illinois District, at 
or near James Mackcy's, on the Military Road. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Court 
House for Illinois District, be, and the same is hereby autho­
rized to be located and built at or near James Mackey's OH 
the military road, and all acts which authorise the location 
of the said Court House elsewhere, be, and the same ar* 
hereby repealed. 

Tahlcquah, November 20th, 1846. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the law pass­
ed on the 5th December 1842, entitled "An Act to exempt 
property from public Sale," which act was continued in full 
force and virtue for the term of two years from the 5th of 
December 1845, be and the same is hereby continued for 
one year longer from the 5th of December next. 

Tahlcquah, November 2lst, 1846. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 
An Act for the Relief of D. Vann and James S. Vann. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the lessees of 
fha National Saline, known as James McNair's Saline, u» 

23 
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Grand River, rented to James S. Vann, by an Agent of the 
Nation, and afterwards taken and assumed by David Vann 
as th' Lcst-ee, after the first year's rent be and the same is 
hereby cancelled, together with the bond and sum executed 
for the piynient of the aforesaid rent, 

Ta7iUq>iah, 23 d JSovembcr, 1846. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 
WiiEnrAS various and important business with the govern­

ment ot the United St-ites, both of a public and private char­
acter, remain in an unsettled condition, which require» to be 
definilhely settled, and with a view to a filial settlement ot* 
the a fore-aid matters: 

Be it resolved by the National Council, Thatr terehe nom­
inated and appointed a delegation or agents of this Nation, 
to consist of three persons, to represent the Cherokee people 
before the Government of the United States. 

Tahlequah, November 2ith, 1846. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 
An Act authorizing the Principal Chief to appoint an Agent 

to sell Town-lots in Tahlequah. 

Be it enacted by the National Couueil, That the Principar 
Chief he, and he is hereby authorized to appoint an Agent 
fir and on behalf of the Cherokee Nation, whose duty it shall 
be to advertise in the Cherokee Advocate, all the unsold lot» 
in the town of Tahlequah, and sell them to the highest bid­
der agreeable to the Act passed October 28th, 1843—author­
izing the laving off, of the Tahlequah Council Ground into 
tovvn-iots, and to dispose of the same. 

Tahlequah, Nov. 25th, 1846. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 
An Act for the Establishment of two Seminaries er High 

Schools: one for the education of Males, and the other of 
Females, and jor the erection ofbuildings fort'heir accom~ 
modation. 

WHEREAS, the improvement of the moral and intellectual 
condition of our people, is contemplated by the Constitution,, 
and whereas, we are now in the possession; of means sufficient 
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to carry out, to a further degree of maturity, the National 
system of education already commenced: Therefore, 

Be if enacted by the National Council, Tha t two Semin-
ries or High Schools be established, < ne for males, and the 
other for females: in which all those branches of learning 
shall be taught, which may be required to carry the mental 
culture of the youth of our country to the highest practicable 
point. 

And be it further enacted, T h a t such buildings he erect­
ed, as may be required for the accommodation of about 
one hundred pupils of each sex, together with the teachers 
and attendants who may be employed to conduct the said 
Seminaries or High Schools. 

And be it further enacted, Tha t the Principal Chief and 
Executive Council, be, and they are hereby authorized to 
mature and determine on the most convenient plan for said 
buildings, select sites for their location, receive proposals, 
and make the necessary contracts for the erection of the 
same. 

Be it further enacted, T h a t the Principal Chief and the 
Executive Council be required in making the location or 
purchases of the aforesaid sites, not to pay more than three 
hundred dollars for any improvement that may be on said site; 
and also, that the same shall be located within fifteen iniles 
of Tahlcquah, having regard to a healthy site with suflicicnt 
timber and good water. 

And be it further enacted, T h a t the Principal Chief, be, 
and he is hereby authorised to issue warrants 011 the National 
Treasurer, for such SUMS as may be required to meet the ^aid 
contracts, to be paid out of any monies, belonging to the 
School fund, which may be in the hands of the National 
Treasurer , and not otherwise appropriated. 

Tahlrquah, Nov. 26th, 18-10. 
Approved—JNO. R O S S . 

o:o 

An Act appointing Wm. Wilson to take Testimony. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, Tha t William 
Wilson be, and he is hereby authorised to procure such tes­
timony as may be necessary, by affidavit, before coy author-
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ized officer of the Cherokee Nation, or of the United Stales, 
in relation to the claim of Thomas Hazen, preferred against 
the Cherokee Nation, in order to rebut the same if practica­
ble, and to return the same to the Principal Chief to be re­
ported through the United States Agent for the information 
of the Government of the United States. 

Talilcquoh, November loth. 1^40. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 
An Act to remove a Precinct. 

He it enacted by the National Council, That the pre­
cinct heietofore established at the hon^e of John IIus? on 
Honey Creek, Delaware District, be, and the same is hereby 
removed from that place to Thomas Woodard's house on 
Grand River, Delaware District. 

Takkquah, Nov. 27th, 1846. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 

WHEREAS, we learn with regret that the Commissioners 
appointed by the President, to investigate and adjudicate the 
claims of our citizens, on the Government of the U. States, 
have organized their board at Washington: and whereas, at 
such a distance from the residence of the witnesses, it will 
be impossible to prevent frauds from being practiced by dis­
honest men, while it will be difficult and expensive for just 
claimants to establish their rights—and many among the poor­
er classes will doubtless be prevented from presenting their 
claims at all, therefore, 

Resolved by the National Council, That a respectful com­
munication be made to the President, calling his attention to 
the subject, and reiterating the arguments used by the late 
Delegation, in their communication on the subject. 

Resolved further, That the Principal Chief be required, 
respectfully to ask the co-operation of the United States Agent, 
in commending the subject to the favorable consideration of 
the President; to the end that the just rights of our citizens 
may be secured. 

Taldequah, November MUh, 1846. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 
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An Act to establish an additional precinct in Going Snake 
District. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That an addi­
tional precinct be established in Going Snake District at or 
near Gah-lah-cho-lut-tah's in said District. 

Taklcquah, Dec. 1st, 1846.' 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

- 0 : 0 -

An Act making appropriations for the expenses of the Dele­
gation. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum 
of three thousand dollars Me, and the same is hereby appro­
priated out of any monies in the National Treasury, not oth 
wise approprirted, to defray" the necessary expenses of the 
Delegates appointed by the present Council to visit Washing­
ton City on business of the Nation—and each of said Dele­
gates be allowed for their services, three dollars per day 
while absent on their mission. 

Taklerjuah, December 1st, 1846. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 

An Act annexing a tract called 800,000 acres of land, to 
Delrware District. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the section 
of country ceded to the Cherokees by the Treaty of 1835, 
and known as the "eight hundred thousand acre tract," be, 
and the same is hereby attached to Delaware District, and 
shall henceforth form a part of said District. 

Tahlequah, Dec. 1st, 1846. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

WnF.ni:*s, under the provisions of the Treaty, between 
the United States and the Cherokee Nation, bearing date 
August 6th, J ^16, the amount due to the Nation, remained 
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to be ascertained:—and whereas there are, before the Sen*. 
ate, open questions, which were presented with the Treaty, 
for the consideration and decision of that honorable body:— 
And whereas, the appropriation for carrying the provisions 
of the treaty into effect, has yet to be made: And whereas, 
it it of vital importance to the rights of individuals having 
claims against the Government of the United States, that the 
Commissioners lately appointed by the President, should sit 
in this country, for the purpose of adjudicating such claims; 
it is deemed indispensible, that competent agents, to attend 
to those matters, should be appointed on the part of the Na­
tion; Therefore, 

Resolved by the National Counril, That David Vann, Na­
tional Treasurer, Clement V. McNair, and Win, P. Ross, be, 
and they are hereby appointed alDelegation to represent the 
Cherokee Nation, before the Government of the United 
States, and that it shall be the duty of said Delegation to at­
tend to the several objects above specified, and to any other 
business with which they may be charged. 

Resolved, That in the event of any vacancy occurring in 
the Delegation, the Principal Chief be, and he is hereby au­
thorized, to fill the same by appointment. 

Resolved, That 'the aforesaid David Vann, Treasurer of 
the Cherokee Nation be, and he is hereby authorized to ap­
ply to the Government of the United States, or proper officer» 
thereof, and to receive all sums of money, due from the 
United Stales, on any account whatever, and to receipt for the 
same, in the name and on behalf of the Cherokee Nation. 

Talikquah, December 1st, 1846. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0— 
An Act for the benefit of Schools. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of 
four hundred dollars be, and the same is here appropriated out 
of any money belonging to the General School fund in the 
National Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the purpose 
of purchasing Books and Stationary for the use of the Public 
Schools. 

TahlcquahxDec. 8tk. 1847. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 
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An Act relative to persons dying Intestate. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That when a per-
•on shall die intestate, and having no children, wife or hus­
band to inherit such Estate, the same shall descend to his 
nearest relations, who shall to all intents and purposes become 
heirs, to his or her estate. 

Tahlcquah, October 18r/«, 1847. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 — 
An Act relative to witnesses in Criminal Prosecutions. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That from and af­
ter the passage of this act, in the trial of criminals, the Judge 
presiding over such court, shall be authorised to compel the 
attendance of witnesses, either for, or against such criminals, 
by authorizing the Sheriff to proceed to arrest, and bring 
such' witnesses to court. 

Tahlcquah, Oct. 2l<t, 1847. 
Approved-JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 
An Act for the benefit of W. Drew and William L. Vann. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Principal 
Chief be, and he is hereby authorised to issue a duplicate 
warrant in favor of William Drew on the National Treasury, 
payable out of the Orplnn fund for the Mini of nine dollars 
and ninety four cents, the original having been lost by him, 
or mislaid, bearing dntc August, P540, and signed by (jeorge 
Lowrey, Acting Chief. And also one in favor of William L. 
Vann for the sum of one hundred and thirty five dollars, ply-
able out of the National funds bearing date, February, lH4(i, 
signed by George Lowrey, Acting Chief; the National 
Council being satisfied from the showing made that tho above 
warrants have been lost. 

Be it further enacted, That the Trcisurcr he direcred not 
to pay said lost warrants, should they be presented to him for 
that purpose. 

Tahleqnah. O.t. 26th, 18-17. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 
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An Act for the henrfit of Lorenzo DeLano fy Co. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of 
Six Hundred dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated 
out of any monies in the National Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, for the benefit of Lorenzo DeLano & Co.; that 
nniount being still due them on account of error detected in 
the adjustment of their accounts against the Nation in 184G. 

Tahhqvch, Ortubcr Mth, 184~T 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 

Resolution to offer a Reward. 

Resoh-cd hy tlie National Council, That the Principal 
Chief be and he is hereby authorized to offer a reward of one 
hundred dollars for any information which shall lead to the 
conviction of any person or persons engaged in the recent de­
struction of the papers belonging to the Office of the Supreme 
Court, of this Nation. 

Tahlequah, Oct. 27th, 1*47. 
E. HICKS, Pns't Cmmittce. 

Concurred with the following addition to follow immediate­
ly after the word "dollars," to be paid oui of the National 

"Treasury. 
A. CAMPBELL, Speahr Council. 

Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

. 0:0 

An Act continuing the Stay Law. 

lie it enacted hy the National Council, That the act passed 
Bee. 5th, 181"2, suspendiugthe laws authorizing property to be­
hold by officers of the Nation by virtue of executions and contin­
ued from time to time, be, and the *aine is hereby continued in 
full force and virtue until the Cherokees arc 'paid their Per Cap­
ita money due under the Treaties of IKV>, |^if>. This act ttv 
take effect from and after the 5th day of December next. 

E. 11TCKS, PrWt Nat. Committee. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 
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An Act relating to minerals. 

lie it enacted by the National Council, That all gold, 
silver, lead, copper, or other valuable mineral, which may be 
discovered within the limits of the Cherokee Nation ihall be 
the public property of the same. 

Takh quah, N,u\ ;W, 1**7. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 
An Act for the benefit of James M. Payne. 

He, it enacted by the National Council, That the sum 
T)f three hundred dollars be, and the name is heteby appro­
priated out ofthe, general school fund not otherwise appropri­
ated for the use and benefit of James M. Payne, as pay for 
his services as Superintendent of Public Schools for the year 
1847. 

Tahlequdh, November 3d, 1P47. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 

An Act for the relief of George C. Lowrcy and Daniel R. 
Nave. 

Be it enacted, by the National Council, That the sum of 
fifty dollars be, and the .same irf hereby appropriated out of 
any monies in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated for the 
benefit of George C. Lowrcy and Daniel R. Nave, that being 
the amount paid by thern to Win. M. Patterson, as a reward 
for the apprehension of Thomas Welch, who had escaped 
from the Sheriff'of Skin Bayou District, after sentence of 
death had been pronounced against him by the court for the 
murder of George Ross. 

Tahleqvah, Nor. 4th, 1847. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 
An Act for the relief of William Rogers. 

Re it enacted by the National Council, That the Lessees 
ofthe National Saline, known as Brown's Saline on Gcrnd 
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river, rented to William Rogers, by an agent of the Nation 
as lessees after the first )ear's rent be, and the same is here­
by cancelled, together with the bond and, sum executed for 
the payment of the aforesaid vent. 

Tahlequuh, Nov. 8th, lt-47. 
E. HICKS, Pres't Nat. Committee. 

Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 

An Act in reference to Salines. 

Whereas, ail of the leases of the National Salines under 
the pro\i.-.ions of the ret entitled an act "in reference to Sa­
lines'' passed the UGth Oct. 1843—except L. RoBs, Daniel 
R. Coodey and John Crossland—having failed to comply 
with the terms of their engagements and their leases having 
thereby become forfeited. Therefore, 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Prin­
cipal Chief be, and he is hereby authorised to appoint an 
agent, whose duty it shall be to lease out all the Salines in 
the same manner as is provided for in the said act in refer­
ence to Salines, except those Salines occupied and worked 
by the r;aid Lewis Ross, Daniel R. Coodey and John Cross-
land, for the term often yean. 

lie it further enacted, That the aforesaid Lewis Ross, 
Daniel R. Coodey and John Crossland be, and they are here-
be privileged to work the Sr.liues now occupied by them, for 
the term of two years, and shall be exempted from paying 
any rent for the same. And after the expiration of the two 
ycirs, the\ shall be required to pay a «urn equal to one half 
of the amount heretofore paid by them as rent for the remain­
der of the unexpired term of their lease under the act of the 
30th October, 1843, "in reference to Salines," provided 
they may wish to continue to occupy and work said Salines 
after the expiration of two years. 

Be it f/rthir enacted, That the said Lessees who have 
forfeited their contracts under the act above, by failing to 
comply with the terms of their engagements, be, and they 
are hereby exonerated from all obligationb to the Naticu on 
account of such failure. 

Be it further enacted, That so much of the said act of 1843, 
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"in reference to Salines" as militates against this act, be anc* 
the same is hereby repealed. 

Tahlequah, No\\ 9tk, 1847. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 

An Act for the relief of persons indebted to the Nation. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That all per­
sons who may have purchased stray property and executed 
their notes for the same be, and they are hereby allowed to 
redeem all such notes by paying fifty cents on the dollar in 
cash, or in National certificates, or warrants, to the National 
Treasurer;—provided that this act shall only continue in force 
two years from the date hereof. 

Be it further enacted. That the National Treasurer be, and 
he is authorized to receive from any person who may be in­
debted for purchase of stray property fifty cents on the dollar 
for all notes in his possession—[trovided the same be paid in 
cash, National warrants, or certificates, and within two year» 
from the date of this act. 

Be it further enacted, That all persons who may have exe­
cuted bond or notes for the purchase of improvements or any 
other account payable to the Nation, and which are yet un­
settled, shall likewise be entitled to the same privilege of li­
quidating such debts by the payment of fifty cents on the dol­
lar as provided for above. 

Taklequah, Nov. 9th, 1847. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 

An Act relative to building Committee and Council Houses. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the National 
Treasurer be, and he is hereby authorized and required to 
contract for the erection of two hewed log buildings of the 
following dimensions, to wit: 20 by 20 feet, with a brick 
chimney to each, floored and ceiled over head with plank, 
and each crack stopped inside and out with lime mortar— 
shingle roof, one door and four windows to each, to be ona 
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story high underpinned with stone. One for the use of the 
Committee, and the other for the use of the Council, to be 
completed by the first Monday in October next; which shall 
not exceed in cost two hundred and fifty dollars each; said 
buildings to be erected on the public square at or near the 
sites occupied by the cabbins heretofore used by the Com­
mittee and Council. 

Be it further enacted, That the National Treasurer is 
hereby directed to pay to the contractor, the amount contract­
ed to be paid whenever the said buildings are completed. 
And the Principal Chief be, and he is hereby authorised to 
draw a warrant for the same. 

Tahlequah, November 10th, 1847. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 
An Act for the benefit of Chas. Landrum and Pigeon Half-

breed. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of 
twenty-three dollars, Le, and the same is hereby allowed, out 
of the National Treasury, for the benefit of Charles Landrum 
and Pigeon Half breed. That amount having been expended 
by them in pursuing into the State of Missouri, and recov­
ering the two grand-daughters of Shoe Boot, deceased, who 
had been kidnapped oa the night of the 27th of September 
last, from the residence of their mother in Delaware District, 
Cherokee Nation, for the purpose of being sold into slavery. 

Tahleqnah, Nov. 12/.'*, l<17. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 
An Act for the benefit of the Public Schools. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of 
two hundred dollars be, and the the panic is hereby appro­
priated out of any monies remaining in the National Treasu­
ry, belonging to the general school fund not otherwise appro­
priated. The sum to be applied to the purchase of books, 
stationary. & c , for the use of the Public Schools by the Su­
perintendent. 

Tahhquah, Nov. V2th, 1847. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 
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An Act for the benefit of Minerva Jane Lea, 

WHEREAS, Mrs. Minerva Jane Lea, of the Cherokee Na* 
tion, having petitioned the National Council for the passage 
of a special act of divorce, separating her from her husband, 
J. Armstrong Lea. And said petitioner having satisfied the 
National Council, that her prayer ought to be granted; there­
fore, 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That, for satisfac­
tory reasons, the bonds of matrimony heretofore existing be­
tween J. Armstrong Lea and Minerva Jane Lea, (late Mi­
nerva Jane Walker,) be, and the same are hereby dissolved 
and declared to be null and void, the same as though such 
marriage had never been solemnized between the aforesaid 
parties. 

Tahlequah, November 12th, 1847. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act making further provisions for carrying into effect 
the Act of the last annual session of the National Council, 
for the establishment of one Male undone Female Seminary 
or High School. 

SEC. 1. Be it enacted by the National Council, That, for 
the purpose of carrying into effect, the existing law of the 
Nation for the establishment of one Male, and one Female 
Seminary or High School, for the education of youth, there 
shall be constituted a Board of Directors, to consist of five 
men, who shall be nominated by the Prin'l Chief of the Chero-
kee Nation, to the National Committee for confirmation, and 
shall hold their office for the term of four years, and shall be 
called the Board of Directors of High Schools in the Chero­
kee Nation. The Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation 
shall be exofficio president of the Board of Directors of High 
Schools, and shall have power to convene them as often a» 
occasion may require. The Board of Directors shall have a 
Clerk chosen by themselves from among their own number, 
who shall keep a full record of all their proceedings, and pre­
sent an annual report of the same, and of the progress 
•and state of the Seminaries, to the National Council. The 

29 
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Cierk shall transact all business for the Board when not in 
session, according to their instructions; and shall also have 
power to convene the Board in case of the absence or inabili­
ty of the Principal Chief. 

Sec. 2. BP it further enacted, That it shall hi the duly 
of the Board of Directors of High Schools to employ for each 
o" the two Seminaries, one principal Teacher, with power to 
a Id one or two a.vsistant Teachers to each Seminary, when­
ever in their judgment, the number of students and the cir­
cumstances of the institution shall require. 

The teachers in the 3f ale Seminary shall be men, and the 
teachers in the Female Seminary shall be women. The prin-
cipil teacher of each Seminary shall be a person capable of 
teaching all the branches of literature and science commonly 
taught in the academies of the United States. 

The first assistant Teacher shall be a person capable of 
performing, in any emergency, the duties of the principal 
teacher. 

Every assistant teacher shall possess at least a good Eng­
lish education. 

At least one teacher in each Seminary shall be capable of 
teaching the science and art of vocal music. Every teacher 
shall be a believer in the christian religion. 

The I'.iard of Directors shall have power when in their 
judgment it shall become necessary to remove from office any 
of the teichers. 

Sue. •>. lie it further enacted. That the principal teach­
er of e:>ch Seminary sh:.H receive eight hundred dollars per 
annum, and his board in thj Seminary; and the fir?t assistant 
teacher in e:»ch Seminary, sin hundred dollars and his board 
in the Seminary; provided that if cny teacher be employed 
for a less time than one year, his compensation shall be reck­
oned at the same rates as above, allowing forty weeks to each 
year. 

Six. 4. He it further enacted, That in each Seminary, 
there shall be in every year two sessions of twenty weeks 
each, during which the school shall be taught six hours in 
each day, exclusive of intermissions, on every day of the week 
except Saturdays !;nd Sundays. 

Sr.c. r>. Fe it further matted, That every youth applying 
for admission to either of the Seminaries shall be required u> 
pass in the judgment of the teachers or a majority of them, 
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a good examination in reading and spelling in the English 
language, Arithmetic, English Grammer and Geography. 

Sr.r. 0. Be it furthsr enacted, That, each youth admitted 
to either of the Seminaries, and attending regularly without 
unnecessary interruptions and who shall not be expelled for 
mi-conduct, in accordance with the rule* hereinafter provid­
ed, shall be entitled to four year* instruction without expense. 
for t i it ion or bonrd, and tlr.l 'he Board of Directors shall 
have the power on recommendation of the teachers to admit 
s fden t s to the enjoyment of the same privileges for an addi­
tional length of time: Proruh'l, that the number of students 
boarded at either Seminary «-hall not at no time exceed one. 
hundred, until further provisions be made by law. Each 
school shall commence with twenty-uVe pupils, for the first 
year, the second year twenty-five others may he admitted, and 
m like proportion for each year. At the expiration of the 
fourth year the first shall withdraw, and for each year there­
after the same number as they will have completed their four 
years attendance. 

S E C . 7. Be it further enacted, T h a t citizens shall have 
the privilege of sending their children to school at these sem­
inaries and boarding them at their respective homes or else­
where at their own expense, on the same conditions which 
arc required of others, the number to be thus admitted shall 
be regulated at the discretion of the Board of Director». 

Sr.r. M. Br. it further enacted, That all students board­
ing at either Seminary shall be under the government and 
control of the teachers at all tmi^s while at the Seminar;.'; 
and shall not be allowed to leave the Seminary in term time 
without permission from one of the teacher-*. 

St;c. !». Be it f:irtji-r emntrd, Tha i «he. several student* 
in each seminary shall occupy such roams as may be "ssigucd 
t hen by the teachers. 

Ss:c 10. Be it further aii-t-d, T h it in order that teach­
ers may at all time» exercise a suitable supervision over the 
s!ud.-ufsj the several teachers sVl ! occupy rooms in the Sem­
inary buildings, to be assigned them by the Board of Direv-
tor;\ And it shall be the duty of each principal teacher to 
sec that every night in term time, at least either himself or 
one of the teachcr-3 does lodge within the walls of the Semin­
ary: and also t in t at least one teacher be at the table whenev­
er the students take their meals. 
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SEC. II. Be it further enacted, That while it is expected 
that the students in these seminaries will be governed by 
moral influence, nevertheless the teachers shall have the pow­
er of inflicting the necessary punishment to secure the obe­
dience of their pupils; and that if any student shall prove in­
corrigible, such student may be suspended from the Semin­
ary by the teachers, and the case refened to the Board of 
Directors, who alone shall exercise the right of expulsion. 

SEC. 12. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the Board of Directors of High Schools to attend and wit­
ness a thorough examination of the students of each Semin­
ary, to be conducted by the teachers, at or near the close of 
each session; and that the Directors shall also have the right 
individually and collectively to visit either of the Seminaries, 
and witness their management and instruction at any time. 

SEC. 13. Be it further enacted, That the Board of Di­
rectors of High Schools, shall procure the requisite books, 
stationary, and school apparatus for the two seminaries, to an 
amount not to exceed at the outset eight hundred dollars to 
each Seminary, to be increased afterwards as the prosperity 
of each Seminary may require and means allow. 

SEC. 14. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of the Board of Directors of High Schools to purchase 
all necessary furniture, tools, utensils and domestic animals 
necessary for putting the two Seminaries into successful ope­
ration with the number of twenty-five students in each Sem­
inary; and to add to the same thereafter as the number of stu­
dents may increase, or the exigencies of the case require. 

SEC. 15. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of the Board of Directors of High Schools to employ a 
steward for each Seminary, who shall provide for the board 
of all the students of the Sominary, who shall be by law en 
titled to the same; and whose duty it shall also be to take good 
care of all property belonging to the Seminary, except such 
as falls appropriately under the care of the teachers. The 
steward of each Seminary shall purchase and keep provis­
ions, and with the advice and concurrence of the Board of 
Directors, employ necessary help, and shall cause to be plac­
ed in order on the tables, three times in each day at such 
hours as shall best suit the convenience of the teachers, a 
comfortable meal for all the teachers and students belonging 
tp the Seminary. 
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The steward of the Seminary shall also cause all the rooms 
KI the Seminary to be kept in order, and all necessary wash­
ing, ironing and mending of clothes to be done for all the 
undents boarding at the Seminary, provided that every wo­
man occupying a room in either seminary will be expected 
to keep her own room in order; and that the lodging rooms 
for students, school rooms and rooms lor library and school 
aparatus in the Female Seminary .shall be kept in order by 
the stud nt« under the direction of the teachers; and that 
each female student shall do her own ironing and mending 
under the same direction. 

Sr.c. Hi. Be it further enacted. That it shall be the duly of 
i i'~- board of directors of high schools after consulting some 
phjsician to procure a moderate supply of medicine for the 
Ui° of each seminary. 

S E C IT. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the steward of each seminary in urgent cases of sickness to 
employ a physician at the public expense. 

Sec. IS. And he it fiirt.her enacted, That in order to en­
able the stewards of the seminaries to comply with the requisi­
tions of this act, the Principal Chief be, and he is hereby au­
thorized with the advice of the Board of Directors of High 
Schools, to issue warrants from time to time to the Treasurer 
of the Nation, to pay to the steward of each Seminary, out of 
the funds to be appropriated for that purpose by the National 
Council, such sums as shall be necessary, to meet the ex­
penses incurred in the fulfilment of the duties required of 
him by this act; and the steward shall present to the clerk of 
tiie Board .of Directors, at least once in three month*, an ac­
curate account of receipts and expenditures with such vouch­
ers for the same as the Board of Directors shall require. 

SEC. 19. And be it further enacted, That the steward 
of each Seminary shall dwell in the buildiugs of the Semin­
ary, occupying such apartments as shall be assigned him by 
the Board of Directors, and shall receive for his services, the 
bum of five hundred dollars per annum. 

SEC. 20. And be it further enacted, That the steward of 
each seminary before entering upon the duties of his office, 
shall give bond to the Principal Chief in the sum of four 
thousand dollars, with good securities, for the faithful dis­
charge of those duties. 

SEC. 21. And be it further enacted, That the clerk of 
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the Board of Directors shall receive for his services the sun of 
one hundred dollars per annum. 

S c . 2-1. And be it fi-rtlcr encrtrtl, T in t the Principal 
Chic h' , rnd he is hereby authorized to issue warrants to 
the X.tional Trcn?;irer, to" ray to the clerk of the Board of 
Diroe-o.s, out of the frn.js io \,i appropriated for that pur­
pose i\ !h^ ?.;'.;, .rial Council, such sums as may be required 
to i".pt the t\po:;=es incurred by the Board of Directors in 
carr Ayr cut the provisions of this act, which sums the clerk 
of ••'•.:> Bcird of Directors shall receive and disburse accord­
ing ; > 'he inSnicti'D'! of the Hoard, and present an accurate 
account of t i e tame to the National Council at each annual 
ses* ion. 

F T . 2:3. And be it further enacted, That the Principal 
Chief bo, and ho is hereby authorized to issue warrant" to 
the National Tieesurer, for the payment of the clerk of the 
Bocrd of Directors agrecab'e to the provisions of this act. 

Fi.r. 24. And h, it further enacted, That the clerk of 
the Board of Directors, before entering upon the duties of 
his office, snail pive bond to the Principal Chief in the sum 
of two thousand dollars, for the faithful performance of those 
duties. 

Rnr. 25. And b« it further enacted, That the Directors 
and teachers shall have power to adopt any other rules or 
regulations, not provided for, to carry into effect the forego­
ing act. 

"I'ahbquah, Nov. ]2th, 1847. 
E. HICKS, Pres't Nat. Committee. 

Approved—JNO. ROSS. 
o:o 

An Act for the relief of Johnson Thompson. 

Be it cnaitcd by ihe National Council. That the Principal 
Chief be, and he is hereby authorized to issue a duplicate 
•warrant, in favor of Johnson Thompson, for seven dollars, he 
(Thompson) liming made a satisfactory showing to the Com­
mittee and Council, that he had a warrant given in his own 
name for that amount, cf the 1H46 issue, which he his lo.-.t 
or mislaid, the Treasurer is hereby requested not to piy said 
warrant should the same be presented for that purpose. 

Tahlrqua/i, Nov. i'ltl, 1*17. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 
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An Act amending on Art establishing the Judiciary. 

Br it nwct'd by tic F^imal Covin il. Tlict to much 
of the Ihird section of <).o act nr^<v] '3;M of T'cnt., ' *W. en­
titled "an Act e^taWi-hirr; <l.e Judiciary,""' i\hich prrh : ' . i ts 
jiorso'is ;;!>o<, e the a<̂ e oi - ;Vy years, 1>O.;I Ltiir; f u u i r o i r d 
on a jury, be and l!,e s-me i • hnehy repealed. 

Tid ' (j'-rli, Noc-ubn- llfl. J;*-17. 
Approved— J N O . R O S f . 

0:0 

An Aft cppoiidi,i<: a Delegation to visit Wailing I on. 

tie it aicctcrf by the National Council, Tha t in conse­
quence of the un'-ettied condition of the pecuniary interest 
<•! this Nation and its citizens against the L'niied States <ro\-
ermnerjt, and with a \ iew of uririni to a speedy and final 
adjustment of all such iu t r re -n and the fulfihncr.1. of the stip­
ulations of the treaties of ]K>.> and IMG, it is expedient to 
apnoint a Del..fration of two persons, who shall be authorized 
!•> proceed t:> Vasimijitou fir the purpose above 11«:; ed. 

TuMrcjuah, Nov. Hit/:, 184?. 
Approved—JNO. R O S S . 

0:0 

An Act prohibiting Judges from practicing La;r. 

lie it rncftrd by the National Ccunril, Tha t none of tho 
J ' idjes 0e c_ m r ( S ^ppaintr-d U'HLT the, authority of this Na­
tion, shall be enwa^ed as counsel or attorney, or in the prac­
tice of law beftro any of the Courts after the first of January 
next under the penalty of being removed from oilice. 

Taldcquah, Nov. Kith, J847. 
Approved—JNO. R O S S . 

0:0 

The special Committor- to whorn was refered the sul/eet of 
I establishing a Manual Labor School for Orphans, be.? lea\e 

to report:— 
They are not prepared to submit in detail any place for 

such a school, or to recernniend its establHnpent entirely un-
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der the direction and control of the authorities of the Nation. 
It is believed however, that a school designed for orphans 
exclusively, and in which such useful branches of industry 
snay be taught as circumstances and the adequacy of the 
funds will allow, is the most desirable pl-tn for the instruction 
of this class of our youth. In order that such a course or 
system of education may be introduced and rendered most 
advantageous, the Committee recommend that tiie annual in­
come of the ordhar.s' fund, (2."»IK> dollars) be placed in the 
hands of some one of the Missionary Boards, who have 
schools in the Nation, and that some agreement be entered 
into, as early as possible, with such board as may offer terms 
most acceptable. It will become necessary, if thfe Council 
favor the views of your Committee, to direct that a corres­
pondence be opened with the several Boards, affording them 
such information as may be desired on the subject, and to so­
licit such offers as will enable the Council to act definitely. 

This duty ought specially to devolve on some one to be de­
signated by the National Council, and who shall be required 
to obtain, arrange and to submit the necessary information 
and plans before the Council at its next session. 

C. V. McNAIR, 
W. S. COODEY. 

Resolved by the National Council, That the above report, 
be, and the same is hereby adopted, and that the Superinten­
dent of the Public Schools is appointed and instructed to 
open a correspondence with the several Boards who have 
Missionaries in this Nation, for the purpose of carrying into 
effect the objects embraced in the above report, and to sub­
mit such plans and information which may be obtained before 
the next annual session of the National Council. 

Tahlequah, Nov. 17tJi, 1847. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 

An Act relative to Guardians. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That in all cases, 
when a man and woman have been living together as man 
and wife according to the laws and customs of the Cherokee 
Nation, and that" either of them shall die, leaving children, 
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then in that event the surviving parent shall to all intents and 
purposes be the lawful Guardian of the children so left; pro­
vided, however, that if the surviving parent shall be incom­
petent to discharge the duties devolving upon them as guard­
ian, then the children shall be dealt with as the law directs. 

Taliltquah, Nov. 18th, 1847. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of 
seven thousand five hundred dollars be, and the same is here­
by appropriated out of any monies in the National Treasury, 
belonging to the general school fund, not otherwise appropri­
ated, for the purpose of defraying the expenses of the several 
public schools of the Nation, as provided for by law for the 
year 1848. 

Be it further enacted, That the sum of thirty-six hundred 
dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated out of any 
monies remaining in the National Treasury belonging to the 
orphan fund, not otherwise appropriated to be expended in 
the support of the orphans, attending the several schools of 
he Nation, for the year 1848. 

Talilequah, Nov. 22nd, 1847. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act appropriating two thousand dollars to defray the ex­
penses of the Delegation. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum 
of two thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropri­
ated out of any monies in the National Treasury not other­
wise appropriated, to defray the necessary expenses of the 
delegation appointed by the present Council to visit Wash­
ington city on business of the Nation, and each of said dele­
gates be allowed for their services three dollars per day while 
absent on their mission. 

Tahlcquah, November 2<kth, 1847. 
E. HICKS, Prcs't Committee. 

Concurred—A CAMPBELL, Speaker Council. 
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An Ait appropriating mono/ to hctvc additional work done 
on tli? Committee and Council houses, oho to purchase 
stationary. 

Be it enacted hi/ the National Council, That the sum of 
thirty five dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated our 
of pny monies now in the treasury not othcrwi-o appropriated 
for the p.irp^e of enabling the Committee and Council to 
have soni" additional work done on the Committor and Coun­
cil hou-r-: and to procure locks, fire dog**, shovel and tongs-, 
«Sec; and als-» for the purchase of btitinnuiy, fur the use of the 
present s< «.-I'm of the Comci! and Supreme Court. 

Be itfuith-.r rnezdul, T h u Mr. 0 . V. MoNair be, and lie 
JI hcreb/ appoinfed, to contract tor having the work (above) 
done and to make the purchases—?.nd the Acting Principal 
Chief be, and he is hereby authorized to draw a warrant for 
the above amount, made payable to the said C. V. McNair 
for the purpose above specified. 

Tahlcqvah, October JW, 1848. 
£. HICKS, Pres't Nat. Committee. 

Concurred with this amendment: that strong and good 
hinges, and laches accompany each window shutter. 

A. CAMPBELL, Syaku* Gwndl. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWR.EY, Acting P. C/if. 

0:0 
An Aft i 1 rotnovc aprecinct i:> JJe'-Mwre Di. triit awl to es­

tablish ti>c same at John BIyihe's tin the neutral land. 

Be it enacted by the Nutloaal Cou-icd, That, the pre­
cinct of cWtions, heretof>re e*tab'i-hcd at the house of John 
IIuss, on i!on~y Creek, Delaware Di-trict, and removed to 
the house cf Thus. Wco.lard in !-uid District, by act pas-ed 
"i'Jth November, J84o, be, and thc-ame is he.vbv removed t.> 
the house of Lewis \Y. Ilildebrand, in Delaware District, 
and the act es'ab'.ishirig the said precinct, at the hou>c of 
Thos. Y/oodard-*, be and the same is hereby repealed. 

Jic it further enacted, That a precinct of election2, be, and 
the same is hereby established at the liow-e of John B!) the, 
in tint tract of country called the neutral land. 

Takhejuah, Odober 5th, l?48. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY. 
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An Act making appropriation for the benefit of James Kell 
contractor 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of 
Five Hundred dollars be and the same is hereby appropriated 
•jut of any monies in the national Treatnry not otherwise 
appropriated, for the benefit and use of .Tame? Kell contractor 
for building a Committee and Council Houses at Tahlequah, 
of the kind and description set forth in an act patted at the 
last session of the annual Council authorising the building of 
said houses. 

lie it jarther enacted, That the Principal Chief be, and he 
is hereby authorised to draw a warrant on the National Treas­
urer for the amount of the above appropriation, in the name 
of the .said James Kell contractor. 

Tnhltauah, October 5th, 184S. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY. 

0:0 

An Act making appropriation for the benefit of R. li. Dan-
id unci Richard Taylor. 

He, it enacted by the National Council, That for the pay­
ment of a balance due the late delegation to Washington City 
for their t-crvices, that the sum of one hundred and twenty 
dollars ninety-six and half cents, be and the same is hereby 
appropriated out of the public monies in the treasury in full 
for the same, and that the Chief issue his warrant on the 
said treasurer for the amount, payable to Richard Taylor. 

Tahlrqnah, Oct. 5th, IKlir. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY. 

0:0 
Be it enacted by the National Council, Thnt from and 

after the passage of this act, the Principal Chief shall be re­
quired to return all acts which he approves, to the National 
Committee retaining i» his office a copy of the same,and it shall 
also be the duty of the Clerk of the Committee and Council to 
record on the journal sail micl. .xts and to furnish theEditor of 
the Cherokee Advocatr flith a copj of all tuch acts that may 
be passed and approved for publication. 

Tahlcquoh, October 1th, 1848. 
E. HICKS, Acting Principal Chief 
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An Act relative to the Court House of Delaware District. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That The Court 
house for Delaware District be, and the same is hereby au­
thorized to be removed from Charles Landrums to the Dog­
wood Grove in said District—expenses of the removal to bo 
defrayed by the citizens of said District. 

Tahlequah, Oct. 7th, 1847. 
Approved—E. HICKS, Acting P. Chief. 

o:o 

An Act to amend an act respecting the issuing of certificates. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the act pass­
ed Nov. 28th, 1843, be, and the same is hereby so amended 
that the Sheriffs and Clerks of the Courts of the several Dis­
tricts be, and they are hereby required hereafter to make 
their reports of certificates issued by them, to the Nationa 
Committee on the first day of the meeting of the annual ses­
sion of the National Council, and the Deputy Sheriffs of tlic 
several Districts shall be required to report to the Principa 
Sheriff which shall be included in his annual report to thr 
National Committee. 

Be it further enacted, That it shall hereafter be the duty of 
the Clerks of the Circuit Courts, to transmit appeal cases to 
the Supreme Court, who shall be required to make sure re­
turn by the first day of the meeting of the Supreme Court. 

Be it further enacted, That should any officer as above, 
fail to comply with the requirements of this act shall be fined 
in a sum of seventy-five dollars, which sum shall be deducted 
from his salary by the National Committee; all laws militating 
against this act are hereby repealed. 

Tahlequah, Oct. 7th, 1847. 
Approved—E. HICKS, Acting Principal Chief. 

o:o 

An Act to amend an Act establishing the Judiciary. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the act pass­
ed! 23d day of September 1839, establishing the Judiciary, 
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W, and the same is hereby so amended, that the District 
Judges who may be elected after the expiration of the pres­
ent term shall be elected for two years, and the Principal 
Chief be, a«d he will commission them accordingly; all laws 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Tahlcquah, Oct. 10//;, 1848. 
Approved—E. HICKS, Acting Principal Chief. 

—— o:o 
An Act to amend an Act relative to Estates and Adminis­

trators. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Act pass­
ed 24th September, 1839, relative to Estates aud Administra­
tors, be, and the same is hereby so amended, that all verbal 
Wills of deceased persons, that are not proven to the satis­
faction of the District Judge, of the District where such (de­
ceased) person resided, within thirty days after the death of 
such testator, shall be not valid. 

Tahlequah, 10th Oct., 1848. 
E. HICKS, Acting P'l Chief. 

o:o—• 
An Act to amend an Act establishing the Judiciary, passed 

23d September, 1839. 

lie it enacted by the National Council, That in ell cases 
where an appeal has been taken from the decision of the Dis­
trict Courts, the Circuit Judge before whom such appeal 
•case may be brought for trial, may remove any of the Jury 
upon application being made, by either of the parties, accom­
panied with satisfactory proof, that such Juror or Jurors sit 
upon the trial of the case in the District Court when the de­
cision was made, this act to take effect from and after its 
passage. 

Tahlequah, Oct. llth. 1848. 
E. HICKS, Acting Prin'l Chief. 

o:o 
An Act readmitting John W. West, to the rights of Chero­

kee Citizenship. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That John W. 
West be, and he is hereby privileged to return to the Chero* 

30 



170 

kee Nation and reside; and is admitted to the enjoyment of 
the rights and privileges of citizenship of this Nation. 

Tahkquah, Oct. Uth, 1848. 
E. HICKS, Acting Chief. 

0:0 

An Act to amend an Act for the 2>U7i'i^hment of Criminal 
Offences. 

Tic it rnartcd by the National Council, That any citizen 
or citizens of the Cherokee Nation, be, and they are hereby 
authorised to arrest and deliver to the Sheriffs any person or 
persons, who may be charged with criminal offences. 

Tahkquah, Oetobtr V2th, 1848. 
E. HICKS, A, ting Principal Chief. 

0:0 
An Act to amend an Act to exempt certain Property from 

Sale, passed 2ith Sept. 1839. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Act 
passed 24th September, 1839, exempting certiin property 
from sale, be, and the same is hereby so amended, that in 
lieu of one sow and pigs, twelve head of hogs shall be reserv­
ed for the benefit of the owner thereof, and exempt from sale, 
the twelve head to be selected by said owner—this act to take 
effect from and after its passage. 

Tahlquch, Odobcr Uth, 1848. 
E . HICKS, Acting Prin'l Chief. 

0:0 
An Act to amend an Act relative to the appointment of 

Solicitors, 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Solicitor» 
of the several Districts, shall after the expiration of the pres--
ent term, be appointed for the term of two years. And the 
Principal Chief be, and he shall commission them accordingly. 

Tahkquah, Oct. 13, 1848. 
A. CAMPBELL, Speaker Council. 

Concuried with the following amendment: And so much 
ef the said act as militates against this act is hereby repealed. 

Approved—E. HICKS, Acting Chief. 
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An Act for building Offices for the Executive and Treas­
urer, and for enclosing the Public Square, with a post and 
rail-fence. 

Be it tnartcd by the National Council, Tha t the National 
Treasurer be, and he is hereby authorised and directed, lo 
contract fur the building of two houses of the same dimen­
sions, and to be finished off, in the Mine style and maimer, as 
the Committee and Council house1 •, mend ing window blands 
or shutters, to be built < n a ii ie uit'i the Committee and 
Council houses on the east side of the public squire; the said 
houses, when finished, to be u-'rd and occupied as offices by 
the Executive and Treamrer , d a : i g t e s^--i<'< s of the Na­
tional Council: the cost of said buiuiuigs, not to exceed four 
hundred doll irs. 

Be it further enacted, That the Treasurer be, and he is 
hereby authorised arid further directed to contract, for the 
enciosiug of the public square, with a post and rail fence, 
the post to be of good sound post oak well hewed, to face 
from six to eight inches, and to be put in the ground at least 
two feet deep, to be set eight feet apart, six feet high above 
the ground, the rails to face ten niches wide, and at least 
two and a half inches thick, and to be live rails high, and 
the rails well hewed, the cracks for the first three rails high 
to be two inches wide, and also blocks or steps to be erected 
on each side of the square, for the purpose of getting over 
the said fence; the steps or blocks to be put as near the cen­
tre of cacli string of the said fence as practicable, the said 
fence not '.o exceed in cost six bit« a pa:nel . 

He it further nwctid, Tha t a;l oi the above wrrk to be 
dune and completed by the fir.-t day of October, 1649. 

Talditjuah, Octobir 14.'/?, ifc'4H. 
T . F. T A Y L O R , Pres't Nat. Com. pro t.,m. 

Concurred with this amendment: T h e black locust, be sub­
stituted in lieu of post oak, for the post. 

/ \ . C A M P B E L L , Sp-ahr Council. 
Approved—GEORGE L O W R E Y , Acting Chief. 

o.-o 
An Act for the rd.if of Loomy Price. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, T i n t the sum of 
nine dollars be, and is hereby allowed Looney Trice, out of 
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the National Treasury, that being the amount of certificates 
lost cr mislaid by him, and he having proven the same, to 
the satisfaction of the Committee—and the Select Commit­
tee, is authorised to register that amount, to the said Looney 
Price. 

Tahlcqvah, Wth Ortchrr, 18-1-=. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P. Chief. 

0:0 

WHEREAS, a communication Ins been received by the Na­
tional Council from the Acting Chief, endu ing communicn-
tions from the Cherokee Agent to him dated Sept 16, IW**; 
also one from the Comniics,ioner of Indian Affair*, to John 
Ross, Principal Chief, dated August 23, 1848, accompanied 
by an act of the last sessi ;n of Congress appropriating five 
thousand dollars to enable the President of the United States 
to remove the Catawba Indians in North Carolina, among 
some of the tribes west of the Mississippi river, without ex­
pense to said United States; and whereas, the said Commis­
sioner in the aforesaid communication has eubmitted the mat­
ter for the consideration of this Nation, whether the Chero-
kees would be willing to receive the Catawba Indians, and 
adopt them into their Nation a* their home, without any other 
charge than that contained i:i the said act of Congress. 

lie it therefore rcelvc'I by the National Council, That in 
the entire absence of all information rer pectin? the numbers 
of said Catawba Indians end their circumstance, tlii*; Coun­
cil cannot act upon the fubVci understanding!}", definitely, 
and'according to its intrinsic impotence. 

Be it further rcschrd, That the Principal Chief be, and 
he is hereby requested to communicate with liic.U. il Agent, 
and through him with the government of the Uni'rd States 
for statistical information of said Catawba Indians, their en­
tire numbers, cf those mixed with the whites nnd those of 
full blood—number of mechanics, speaking the English lan­
guage, amount of annuities owned by said tribe, and by whom 
paid—lands he'd by them if any in right of the tribe in any 
state, and repoit the same to the next National Council for 
their information and final action. 

Tahkquah, Octobrr 17th, 18IK 
Approved—GEORGE LOW R E \ \ 
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^ I B Act admitting to the rights of citizenship John Clark. 

Be it cnarted by ill" National Council, Tha t John Clark, 
(a white man) with a Cherokee family, be, and he is hereby 
recognised and admitted to the enjoyment of the rights aad 
privileges of citizenship of this Nation. 

Tahirquah, Oct. Yith, 1S4S. 
Approved—GEORGE L O W R E Y . 

0:0 

An Act to amend the Suspension Law. 

Be. it cnaritO by the National Council, Tha t the Act pass­
ed December oth, iSIT, suspending the laws authorizing to 
be sold by the ci'i^ers of the Nation, by virtue of executions, 
and continued in force from time to time, be, and the same 
is hereby so ainenced, that from and after the passage of this 
act, (in the particular cases of theft) it shall be lawful for the 
Sheriffs, to proceed by virtue of an execution, and levy on 
the property of any person, who shall be convicted of theft, 
in any of the Courts of this Nation, to the amount of damages 
and cost of suit; the amount of damages so collected, shall be 
for the benefit of the person injured. 

And that no property shall be exempted from satisfying the 
same. 

Tahlcquah, October -23r/, 1S-1S. 
A. C A M P B E L L , Speaker Council. 

Concurred with the following amendment: And also the 
collection of a!l co*t arising out of other criminal prosecu­
tions, and any law militating ainiu^f this act notwithstanding. 

E. H I C K S , f'res't Nat. Com. 
Approved—GEORGE L O W R E Y . 

0:0 

An Act to aimnd an Act rspnftinz the teaching of Negroes 
to read and write. 

Be it enacted by tuc National Counnl, T h a t an Act pass­
ed October 2'2d, 1811, prohibiting the teaching of Negroes 
to read and write, be amended so that if any white person, 
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not a citizen of the Cherokee Nation, should be guilty of a 
violation of this net, it slnll be the duty of the Sheriff of the 
District where such violation shou.d take place, to notify the 
Chief of the same, and it «ball be the duty of the Chief to notify 
the Agent, and demand a removal of such person or persons 
from the limits of the Cherokee Nation. 

Tahkquah, October 24//i, 1848. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P. Chief. 

0:0 

Resolutions relative to the Guard at Park Hill. 

Resolved by the National Countil, That the resolution, 
passed Nov. 23d, 184.">, authorizing the Chief to appoint 
a Guard of six men to be stationed at the residence of the 
Chief to guard the Public Papers, Document*, &,c, be, and 
the same is hereby amended, that from and after the passage 
of this act the number of guards be, and the same is hereby 
reduced from six to four; and the Captain of said Guard be 
allowed for his services, a compensation out of the National 
Treasury, at the rate of ten dollars per month, and each of 
the Guards, six dollars per month. 

Tahkquah, Oct. 2ith, IrMS. 
A. CAMPBELL, Speaker Council. 

Concurred with the following amendment: to strike out ten 
dollars, and insert eight dollars per innnth for the Captain. 

E. HICKS, Pr's't Nat. Committee. 
Concurred—A, CAMPBELL, Speaker Council. 

Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P. Clif. 

0:0 
An Act making Appropriations—pay of officers, fyc. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That all offi­
cers of the Nation shall be paid one half of the amount due 
them for their salaries in cash for the year ending October, 
1848—excepting the Clerks of the several courts of this Na­
tion who shall be paid in fu'l for their annual salaries. 

Be it further enacted, That for the payment of the sala­
ries of the members of the National Council, and their Clerks, 
Fire-makers, Executive and Clerk, Treasurer and the Judgci 
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of the Supreme Court, and one Clerk, in full, the sum of 
six thousand dollars, be, and the same is hereby appropriated 
in cash out of the National Treasury, and the Chief be, and 
he is hereby authorized to issue warrants for the same, paya­
ble to such member as the National Committee shall author­
ize upon estimates herewith. 

Be it fiirtfur enacted. Tha t the Chief be, and he is hereby au­
thorized to issue two warrants for the salaries of such officers 
as by this act directs the payments of one half in cash, and 
this act to continue in force until otherwise ordered by the 
National Council. 

Tahlrquah, Oct. Mth, 1848. 
Approved—GEORGE L O W R E Y Acting Chief. 

0:0 

An Act to alter the line between Going Snake and Tahlcquah 
District. 

lie. it enacted by tit" National Coyr.eil, T h a t the line be­
tween Goinfr Snake and Tahlequah District, shall be a* fol­
lows, to wii: Commencing at the mouth of Little Caney at 
the residence of T h e Eard"; thence up the said creek to its 
source, at the present residence of John Y i u n g , and thence 
along the line as heretofore established: and so much of the 
act, passed November 4th, 1840, commencing said line at 
Fawn's Camp lie, and the same is hereby repealed. 

And he it furilvr enacted, Tha t this act to take effect from 
and after the adjournment of the present set sion of the Nation­
al Council. 

Tahlcquah, Get. 24th, l '-4S. 
Approved—GEORGE L O W R E Y , Acting P. Ch'f. 

0:0 

Rcsolrcd by the National Council, That having heard with 
sorrow and regret the death of the Hon. George C. Lowrey, 
member of th»- National Committee from the D- t r i c t of Fkin 
Bayou, who departed this life on Sunday, the '-1&, between 
the hours of 9 and 10 o'clock, A. M. at his re.-idence. 

Resolved furthr, Tha t the. National Council, and the Exe­
cutive through respect to the memory of the (deceased) as-

• 
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«enable in Co C ^ J . I lv-v? at 2 o'clock A. M., ?nd tbr.f -die 
president of tho C - . ^ n i " ^ rcnir^t the Rev. John I'I1 -. to 
deliver c i adJrc^, alia'-) o to fie ooc"Mon, and tint ho h 
house do H'V/ adra ra riitii to^.o^row rt ni.ic o'clock 

0<7. 2to.v, lrt-if. 
7;. n!0>iP, .P ,v 7 C-v- V". 

Concurred—A. C jdiPBELL, i'nahcr o /CU». 

An A- if,- He brae ~i cf fli.." I a.id Dcvicl I > -nil"?. 

Be it c rrct, -1 In tl T :'~ \ " fl' -icit, T! rt the par> of 
two Inn i'rp I and it/ d r i l l " o '1 he, r.-d i-, he- lv. p'Voved 
out oft' -« 1 L .r. 1 Trea-ai-j, u : the u„3 r id ben it tf tSam« 
uel and • ,. J l>,,vn. "• -. 

i ^ . ' ., :, Oct. -lit/-, I"4^. 
App.-j*cd—G7.ORGJ] LOWIt£Y. 

An Art fi. ,'L'i. / i) a.h-w1 c.i a>t i_ ••^fit f'.^tc h r O . I^SIK 

Be it c™ yd l.ff- T-fic-l C ' ,7, Tor t f.vi.i and 
after th •> p ire c 1* tan , "t, if - ir o~i on rr n-̂ - AF^, who 
shall ror, i !-; ' / <! t riro t > • nd bi:in or dr•, r y ;'i an,r oth°r 
manner, MI» .scho I ho i-=-\ on-irc'i or any public l t Idinw, on 
conviction there'»', by tuv coun hn^ "I1? j'jrt'dietion of tlie 
same, ' h . I ! "• pu , -lv 1 n.th'Me bundled h1 ' e>, on the b ^ e -
back, r .1 ' - e l v*.t!i (hrnti re an 1 o - t of sun; nnd no prop­
erty bh. 1 ba cxti-^tcd froiii odlo to o .'isfy such dampjje and 
ce«t. 

Be it f.r'liT r.iaiirrf, That it shall be the duty of the So­
licitors to l Utilntc and prosecute suits r^a'o^t anv pctton or 
person-, charged with burning my p.ibhc building. Any 
tbin^ io r>iv other net to the contrary aotv»ith.-ianding. 

TaUq'Li*, Oct. 27,^, H4* . 
Approved—GEORGi: LOV/ilEY, Acting Chief. 

0 : 0 

An Act for thn protection of public school teachers. 

Be it ah.cted by the Notional Council, That from and 
after the pasoige of this act any pei>cn or persons who may 

http://G7.ORG
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be guilty of wilfully and maliciously assaulting and violently 
maltreating any of the public schorl teachers of this N-itinn, 
shall be fined in a sum of not less than one nor c\ceediii*»five 
hundred dollars and cost of suit. 

lie it further enacted, T h a t , should any person or per­
sons be guilty of interrupting any public teacher a* aforesaid, 
whilst engaged in school by using violent threats or other im­
proper and utibccoming language, s ln ' l be fined for each and 
eveiy such offence, in a sum not less than fifty (•••Mars and 
cost of suit, and no property shall be exempt from sale to sat­
isfy such fines and cost, and all such line-; when collected to 
be for the benefit of the injured pc-son. 

He It further enacted, T h a t the directors of the public 
schools be, and they are hereby authorised to prosecute such 
cases, as is forbidden bv the forcgoi.!" act. 

Tahlcquah, Oct. T,ih, 1^-H 
E. H I C K S , Pn'd Nat. Com. 

Concurred with the following amendment: And any act to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

A. C A M P B E L L , Speaker Council. 
Approved:—GEORGE L O W R E Y , Acting Chief. 

lie it enacted hi/ the. National Coi'trit, Tha t a preeinc* 
of election, be and is hereby established at the housp of 
Whiteman Killer, between Bible's Mill-; and T . L. Rogers in 
S iline District. 

Tahlcquih, Oct. l)7th, 18 IS. 
E. H I C K S . Prrs't nfth- Net. Com. 

Concurred, with the f \ l o w i i g amendment, strike cut all 
from the word at, and insert in its place T . L. Roger 's Salt 
Works in Saline District. 

Tahleejv.ah, -21th, Oct. 181?. 
A. C A M P B E L L , Fp,(rtcr of the Court. 
E. H K ' K S , Pro't of the Nnf. <><:-. 

Approved—GEORGE L O W R E Y . Ailing P. Cn.f. 

Be it enacted htf the National Council, T i n t Jes-e Wolf 
be, and he is hereby appointed keeper of the IVj ' i c liuhding?; 
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the Committee, Council and Court Houses in Tuhlequah, and 
the furniture, tables, chairs, benches, fire irons, buckets and 
cups, to air the same as often as is necessary for their preser­
vation: Provided, the same may be used for meetings by his 
leave, who shall be paid fifteen dollars per annum for said 
s i r v x ' to commence from the adjournment of the present ses­
sion of the Council. 

1 akli rjuah, OitobcrZsth, 1818. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY. 

o:o 

An Art granting Charles Land rum and R. D. Tilarf: stone 
the privHejr of working the lead mines in Delaware Dis­
tant. 

Be it rnartrd b>i the National Covncil, That Charles 
Landrum and II. D. Blackstone be, and they arc hereby per­
mitted and privileged to work the lead mines of Delaware 
District for five years, from the date of the act, for their own 
exclusive use and benefit 

lie it further enacted, That after the expiration of five 
vears, the said mines, together with what improvement may 
ue made thereon by said Landrum and Blackstone, to revert 
to the Cherokee Nation, the riid Lanururn and Blackstone 
to have the use of as much timber, &,c. as may be necessary 
for company on said operation, without infringing upon the 
improvement of.my citizen or citizens of the Nation. 

Be it furt!i»r evaded, T in t ihc said company be and 
they are hereby required to make a report to the National 
Council, at the expiraficn of the fixe years, or sooner, should 
they discontinue operation, as to the probable value or profits 
of siid mine-;. 

TaliLquali, Oct. ^th, lSi<3. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY. 

o:c 

An Act making an appropriation. 

Be it rnartrd hi/ the. National Council, That the sum of 
seven dollars eighty seven cents be, and the same is hereby 
appropriated out of the National Treasury to pay for addition-
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al work en the Committee and Council houses, and the Chief 
is hereby authorized to draw a warrant on the National 
Treasury for that amount, pavable to C. V. McNair. 

TaMequah, Oct. 2*th, 181*. 
Approved—GEORGE L O V ' R E Y , Acting Chief. 

0:0 

An Act making en ajjpropriafion for the use and benefit of 
Susannah Tat/lor. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, Tha t the sura 
of two hundred and ihrce dollars and fifty cents be, and the 
fame is hereby appropriated out of the cash now in the hands 
of the Treasurer for the use and benefit of Susannah Taylor; 
and the Principal Chief be, and he is hereby authorized to 
draw a warrant for the same. 

TaMequah, Oitohrr Wth, 1848. 
Approved—GEORGE L O W R E Y , Acting Chief 

0:0 

An A ct authorizing the translation of all the laws of the 
Chtrokcc Nation. 

lie it enacttd by the National Council, That all the 
laws of the Cherokee Nation, including the Eastern and 
Western laws, be translated into the Cherokee language; to 
be prepared ready for printing by the first d ly of Oct., 1849; 
which shall be compiled in one book, containing both versions 
with suitable indexes, and also to revise the former translation 
of the act of union of 18^9—40, Constitution and laws. 

Be it further cnaitcd, That after the compilation and 
translation shall be completed, the same shall be submitted to 
the National Council, and if approved, there shall be one 
thousand copies printed as soon as practicable at the office of 
the Cherokee Advocate, to be bound in neat paper covers 
which shall be sold at one dollar per volume for the benefit of 
the National Treasury. 

Be it further enatted, Tha t H . T . Martin be, and he 
is hereby appointed to translate the laws, revise and compile 
as specified in the above section, who shall be allowed three 
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hundred dollars for his services out of the National Treasury 
Be it further enacted, That the above named II. T. Mar­

tin, sh ill be sworn to perform the duties contemplated by this» 
act, faithfully to the best of his skill and ability, before en­
tering upon the same, and five dollars be, and the same is 
hereby appropriated out of the National Treasury not other­
wise appropriated, for the purpose of enabling the said II. T. 
Martin, to purchase stationary, & c , for his use in the dis­
charge of the duties assigned him by this act; and the Prin­
cipal Chief is hereby authorized to draw warrants for the 
same. 

TaMequak, October 3Qth, 1848. 
E. HICKS, PresH Nat. Com. 

Concurred with this amendment: That in case a vacancy 
(should occur in the appointment, the Principal Chief be, and 
he is hereby authorized to fill the same. 

Concurred—A. CAMPBELL, Speaker Council. 
Approved—GEORGE LQWREY, Acting P. Chief. 

— 0 : 0 — • 
An Act to amend an Act passed October 2r>tlt, 1843. 

Be it enarteel by the National Council, That an Act pass­
ed October 25th, J843, to prevent the sale of property be­
longing to the husband or wife for the debts of the other, be, 
and the same is hereby amended as follows: That whenever 
the property of any person is attached to secure the payment 
of the debt of another, that the owner of such property so 
attached, shall have the right to go before the Judge or Clerk, 
Where such attachment may have issued, and establish their 
claim to the same, and wherever the same is done to the sat­
isfaction of such Judge or Clerk, it shall be his duty to give 
an order forthwith to the officer having such property under 
an attachment, to deliver it to the owner thereof; and it shall 
be the duty of the officer having the property in charge to 
do so. 

Tahlcquah, October 3lst, 1848. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY. 

- 0 : 0 — • 
An Act providing for the printing of the acts of 1847 and 

1848. 
Be it enacted by the National Council, That immediately 

after the adjournment of the present session of the National 
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Council, the Clerk of the Committee is hereby required to 
furnish the Editor of the Cherokee Advocate with copies 
of the acts parsed by the National Council at the session of 
1847, and 1848. And it is hereby made the duty of the Edi­
tor to have printed immediately in English at the Office of 
the Cherokee Advocate, two hundred copies of said acts; anrl 
to have the same completed as soon as it can be done; and 
when completed, the same to be stitched in order—to be dis­
tributed tlirou fliout the Cherokee Nation. 

Be it furthrr airr-trd, That it is hereby required of the 
Judge of the District Courts to apply to the Editor for fifty 
copies each of the laws when printed, and to distribute the 
same among the people of their respective Districts. 

Takleqvnh, No^cmb'r \*t, 1S4S. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting Chief. 

o:o 

WiiniE^ , important business with the Government of the 
United States, both of a private and public character, remain 
in an unsettled condition, and with a view to a fmul settle­
ment of the afores-id matter0, 

Be it enct'ti'd hj tlv National Council, That there be 
nominated and appointed a delegate or agent, of this Nation, 
to represent the Cherokee people before the Government of 
the United Stite<-;*the said delegate shall be allowed for his 
servicer a compensation of three dollars per day during 
his absence, actually engaged in the business of said mission. 

Be it further rnadul, That the sum of one thousand dol­
lars, out of any monies in the National Treasury, not other­
wise appropriated, be and the same is hereby appropriated, 
for the purpose of defraying the necessary expenses of the 
said delegate, authorised by this act, and the Principal Chief 
be, and lie is hereby authorised to draw a warrant for the 
same. 

Tahlrqvcth, Nov. 1st, 1S4S. 
E. HICKS, Prcs't Nat. Com. 

Concurred with the following amendment: That there be 
two appointed, in lieu of one, and one thousand dollars be 
added, for defraying the necessary expenses. 

Concurred—A. CAMPBELL, Speaker Council. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting Chief. 

31 
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An Act establishing JIanual Labor S'rhcuh far the benefit erf 
the destitute Orphans. 

Wiir.p.n^, it is deemed expedient tint Manual Labor 
Schools, for the education of the Orphans exclusively be es-
tah'ihed; Therefore, 

lie it enacted bi/ the National CouiicV, That in order to 
p-s-vide for the education and instruction for the destitute 
Orphans of the Nation, upon the manual labor plan, the Su­
perintendent of Public Schools, Massrs. Richard Taylor and 
St 'pacn Foreman, Executive Counsellors, be, and they are 
hereby appointed as a committee on the part of the Nation to 
nvet a committee on the part of the Methodist Church South, 
for the purpose of determining upon the most practicable 
plan of establishing and conducting schools for the benefit of 
the destitute orphans c,f both sex, to be located and establish-
e>! '•eparatrly and apart at two springs on the mountain be­
tween Fourteen Mile Creek and Samuel Downiug's, at a 
place where William Sourjohn now lives—and the terms en 
which the said Church will take chu-ge of said school-, and 
conduct the ^ame. 

Br it ftertkrr e.mctcrl, Tint the "aid Committee, con.-istinj 
of the Superintendent of Public Schools, Stephen Foreman 
and Richard Taylor, Executive Counsellors, shall report the 
r t ult of their conference with the said Committee on the 
part of the Methodist Church to the National Council, for 
their approval or rejection, and should the parties enter into 
an agreement, and the same be approved by the National 
Council, the said Committee shall proceed to assess the value 
of the improvements of the said Williatn Sourjohn with hi» 
consent, and the value of the same shall be paid out of the 
Orphan funds. 

Be it further enacted, That such substantial buildings of 
logs as may be necessary for the accommodation of about 
two hundred pupils of both sex, together with the teachers 
and mechanics, who may be employed to conduct the said 
schools shall be built. 

Be it further enacted, That the said Committee be and 
they are hereby authorized to mature and determine upon 
the most convenient plan for the building of the aforesaid 
houses, and to receive proposals and make the necessary con­
tracts for the erection of the same. 
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Be it further enacted, Tha t the aforesaid Committee be, 
and they are hereby further instructed to agree with the 
Church, that should there be any nett profit arise from any 
of the department of s:id schools, that the same shall be ap­
plied to the support of additional scholars. 

Be it further evaded, T h a t the Principal Chief he, and 
he is hereby authori-ed, upon the certificate of said Commit­
tee, to issue warrants on the National Treasurer , for such 
sums as may be required, to meet any of the contract*, to be 
paid out of the ornhan fund, and not otherwise eppropriated. 

Tahlcquah, Nornnlcr '.}d, 181-«. 
Approved—GEORGE L O W R E Y , At tin? P. Chief. 

0:0 

Be it enacted Lij the National Council, Tha t the «urn of 
one hundred dollnrs be, and the same is hereby appropriated 
out of the general National fund, not otherwise appropriated, 
for the use and benefit of Bird Wilson, and Edward Bushy-
head, in accordance with an act passed 25th October, 1843; 
and the Principal Chief be, and he is hereby authorized to 
draw a warrant on the National Treasurer in favor of the 
above named individuals. 
Tahlccjuah, November 2d, 1848. 

Approved—GEORGE L O W R E Y , Acting P. Chiif. 

0:0 

Be it enacted by the National Council, T i n t the T(?n~-
urcrof the Cherokee Nation be, and he is hereby authorized 
and required, to place in the hands of the Sheriffs of the sev­
eral Districts, the notes of individuals due the Nation for 
stray property, & c ; in order to make it mere convenient f">r 
the debtors to pay the sime; and the several Sheriff; shall be 
entitled to ei'-dit per cent, on all amounts so collected by them. 

Tahlcquah, ^ovenba- 4th, 1818. 
Approved—GEORGE L O W R E Y , At fin? Chief. 

0:0 
An Act making an Appropriation. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, Tha t the sum of 
three thousand five hundred and seventv-three dolbi> be. and 
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the same is hereby appropriated out of the cash in the hands 
of the National Treasurer, in addition to six thousand dollars 
already appropriated for the payment of the several officers of 
the Nation, according to the act of the National Council, 
providing for the same, passed October 24th, 1848. 

Be it further enacted, That the Treasurer be, and he is 
hereby required to make the disbursements provided for in 
said act, at Tahleqaah. 

Tahlequah, November 6th, 1848. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY. 

o:o — 

An Ait for the benefit of Joseph Blackbird. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of 
twenty-eight dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated 
in cash for Joseph Blackbird, out of any monies in the Na­
tional Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for boarding 
John Spencer, apprentice, up to the first day of August 1848. 

Tahlequah, November 6th, 1848. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting Chief. 

o:o 

A Bill to reduce the terms of the Advocate. 

JBe it enacted by the National Council, That the Editor of 
the Cherokee Advocate be, and he is hereby authorised to 
reduce the terms of the Cherokee Advocate to two dollars per 
annum, for those who read English, and one dollar for those 
who read Cherokee, to be paid in advance. 

Be it further enacted, That he is authorised to appoint 
agents in behalf of the paper. Any act to the contrary not­
withstanding. 

Tahlequah, November 7th, 1848. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting Chief. 

o:o—— 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That from and 
after the passage of this act, an additional precinct of elec-
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tions be, and the same is hereby established in Skin Bayoa 
District, to be located at or near Looney Hicks ' , on Salisaw. 

Tohlequoli, November 8th, 1815!. 
Approved—GEORGE L O W R C Y , Acting Chief. 

0:0 

Be it r>ir'cad by the Notional Co-'iiril, That the pre­
cinct for l ir 'din^ e'ections, c t nhVhe - i rt Cat Fields' , Illinois 
District, be, and the same is hereby removed to the School 
house, near Daniel Spencer 's , in f'.i.iois district. And that 
r.n additional precinct, be, ami t r j s-uie Ls he re '7 established 
at Alien Rat le j '* in =;:id Ql-alc*. 

To.tteqt'o.', Novmbrr 9//(, if '°>. 
Approve, i—L L . U I . U U l i J U i v j i Y . 

0:0 

Be it enacted by (lie National Cvrx :', Tha t the National 
Treasurer, be, and he is hereby requi ' e l ' ^ pay the outstand­
ing Nrtional warrants, in the fillcv.in 3 nnnner , to wit: those 
issue] it; l-^io first, and so on cr.ch succeclit i^ year, retain­
ing in the Treasury each year, ten thousand dollars, to pay 
the olllcevj of the Nation, as provided for in die act passed 
21th October, I P ' S . 

Tahl-qiia.i, November 9lh, 18"~*. 
Approved:—G EOllG E L O W R E Y , Acting Chief. 

0:0 
An Act authorizing the American Board of Foreign Mis­

sions, to establish a Missionary Station on Lee's Creek, 
near James Brown's. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, Tha t permission 
be, and the same is hereby granted to the American Board 
of Foreign Missions, to establish a missionary school near 
James Brown's, 011 Lee's Creek, Cherokee Nation, for the 
purpose of improving and instructing the Cherokee people. 

And be it further enacted, T h a t the said James Brown be, 
and he is hereby appointed to aid and assis., the said Board 
in selecting a site for the said Missionary station. 

Tahlcquah, November 9th, 1848. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY. 
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An Act to amend an act fixing the compensation of the officers 
of the Nation. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the act 
passed 4th October, 1839, be so amended, that the District 
Judges shall be allowed for their services seventy five dollars 
per annum, in addition to their present salary, and shall be 
entitled to a fee of one for granting letters of administration 
on Estates, the said fee to be paid by such person or persons 
obtaining such letters. This act to take effect from and af­
ter the 1st day of October, 1841). 

Taklujuali November 9t?t, 184Q. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P. Chief. 

o:o 
An Act making appropriation for the support of Public 

Schools for the year 1849, and for other purpose. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum 
n f ' ( \ e n thousand dollars be, and the same is heieby appro­
priated, out of any money in the National Treasury, belong­
ing to the School Fund, not otherwise appropriated, for the 
support of Public Schools provided for by law during the 
yo?r 1K19. 

Be if further enacted, That the sum of three thousand sis 
limvlred do'lars be, and the same î  hereby appropriated, out 
of any money in the National Treasury, belonging to the 
Orphan Fund, not otherwise appropriated, for the board and 
clothing of the orphan children who may attend the several 
public schools. 

Be it further enacted, That the sum of three hundred dol­
lar-., for the purchase of books and other stationary, for the 
u--.e of the public schools, and the payment of outstanding 
debts, and three hundred dollars for the use and benefit of 
"W. S. Adair, for his services as Superintendent of Public 
Schools for the year 1848, be, and the same is hereby appro-
propri.tted, out of any money in the National Treasury, be­
longing to the school fund, not otherwise appropriated. / 

Be it further enacted, That the Principal Chief be, and 
he is hereby authorized to draw warrants on the National 
Treasury, for the amount herein appropriated, in accordance 
with the provisions of this act. 

Tahlequah, November 10th, 1848. 
Approved—GEORGE LOWREY, Acting P. Ckiff. 
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Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum 
of nine hundred and thirtj '-sk dollars be, and the same is 
hereby appropriated out of any monies in the National Treas ­
ury, not otherwise appropriated, for the benefit of John G. 
I l ^ s , in full for bonrding the guard i t Park Hill, up to the 
1 st of November, 184ft. 

TaVrqvri, Nov. Uth, 18-<8. 
Approved—GEORGE L O W R E Y , [Ac'ln? P. Chief. 

The Commit'ces appointed on the part of the Cherokee 
Nation and of the Vi^i . inary Society of the Methodist Epia

T 

copal Church South, to take into consideration the practica­
bility of establishing a Manual L^bor School for the benefit 
of the Orplnn chi 'dren of the Nation, under the e r e of the 
Indian Mission conference of --aid Church, report the follow­
ing a« the result of their (blil-erat-"!'- and agreement: 

A R T . ] . There slid ' i.e an Orphin Manual L ibor School 
in the Cherokee Nation, under the patronage of the Mission­
ary Society of the Methodic Episcopal Church, South. 

A R T . 2. T h e School shi"! be limited in it-* commence­
ment- from -50 to 10,) children consisting of equal number of 
chihlren of both s e v s , as nenrl\ as possible. 

A R T . 3. T h e site of said school to be selected by the joint 
Committee acting on the part of the Nation and the Church. 

A R T . 4. The re shall be a Hoard of six Trustees for the 
Man igement of the School,—three to be appointed by the 
Npth-n and thrfe by On Missionary Society of the Metho­
dist Episcopal Church, South. 

A'-.T. 5. T h e buildings for the schools with the necessary-
fixtures and aparatus, the farm, tools, stock animals with ?H 
and every expense, including boarding, clothuig, medical at­
tendance" & c , to be paid oat of the Orphan School Fund of 
the Nation. 

A ST. 6. T h e children to be well taken care of, boarded, 
clothed, instructed, &c . , in all the l ,ranche^(so farlas practi-
o b l e ) of a good English education. The boys shall be in­
structed in the use of tools, to work on the farm, _&-c. T h e 
girls, spinning, weaving, knitting, sewing, the business of the 
dairy, with all that pe r tuns to household and domestic econ­
omy. 

A R T . 7. T h e children admitted into the school, ne t under 
six ncr over fourteen years of age, and to continue in the 
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•same so long as the board of Trustees may think necessary 
and profitable. 

ART. 8. It shall be the duty of the Board of Trustees to ex­
amine the accounts of the Institution quarterly, apportion the 
'time for labor and teaching, and fix the salaries of the 
teachers. 

ART. 9. The number of the scholars, the extent of im­
provements may be enlarged or diminished when the Board 
of Trustees shall find the same necessary. 

ART. 10. The Superintendent of said school shall have 
power to call together the Board of Trustees whenever he 
shall find the same necessary. 

ART. 11. The Missionary Society of the Methodist Episco­
pal Church, Sorth, shall furnish the Superintendent and 
Teachers, and pay annually to their support the sum of one 
thousand dollars 

ART. 12. This agreement shall go into effect so soon as 
concurred by the authorities o!> the Cherokee Nation, and the 
Missionary Society of the Methodist E. Church, South, and 
the proper officers shall have been appointed to superintend 
and regulate the same. 

ART. 13. This agreement may be altered or annulled at 
any time upon the recommendation of the Board of Trustees— 
due notice being given of the same to the Cherokee National 
Council and to the Missionary Board of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South. 

ART. 14. Suould there be any neat profits arising from the 
farm, shcp=, d:-c. & c , the sr.me shill be applied to the bene­
fit of the school. 

ART. 15. All speculation, in any way, upon the fund», 
the property of the Institution, to be carefully guarded 
against. 

The foregoing articles agreed to and concurred in, this 
10th day of November, 164d—by 

W. S. ADAIR, 
I t . TAYLOR, 

Committee on the part of the Cherokee Nation. 
And by THOS. RUBLE, 

THOS. HURLBURT, 
THOS. BERTHOLF, 

Committee on the part of the Missionary Society 
of the M. E. Church, South. 
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Be it enaitrd by flic National Cmrnril. T h a t the foregoing 
•agreement he, and the tame is hereby confirmed and approved 
and so much of the net p-.^ed 3d day of November, 1S48, as 
militates ajTuinsl any of the provisions of said foregoing a-
greement be, and the sirne is hereby repealed. 

Andbcitfttrik-raailt'i, Tha t should the said Commit­
tees select the improvement of any citizen, for the location of 
said school, be, and they are hereby authorized to purchase 
the same, and so much of the act passed as above, as author­
izes the said Committee to value any such improvement it> 
hereby repealed. 

Tuklcquak, Nov. lP.fh, IS IS. 
Approved—GEORGE L O W R E Y , At ting P. Cliief. 

0:0 

An Act for the piirjosn therein named. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, Tha t the Treasur­
er be, and he is hereby authorized to purchase, at the ex­
pense of the Nation, two tables, one dozen chairs, fire-dogs, 
shovels and tongs, to he placed in the buildings intended for 
the use of the Executive and the Treasurer. 

Tahlemiah, Oct. 8tk. 1S4D. 
Approved—JNO. R O S S . 

0:0 

Rcsolvid by the National Council, Tha t they have received 
with profound regret oCicial intelligence of the death of Will­
iam Shoivy Cocdcy, one of the Directors of the Cherokee 
Seminaries^ and late a member of the National Committee. 

Resolved, As a testimonial of our respect for the memory 
of the deceased, that a copy of thc^e resolutions be entered 
»pon the Journal of botli branches of the National Council. 

Tahlrqua/i, October H/A, 1849. 
J A M E S KELL, Pre>'l N. Cimmittce. 

Concurred—SIX K I L L E R , Sprahr i.f Cou:»U. 

0:0 • 

An Art .for the relief of Smnvcl McCollum. 

Beit enacted by the National Countil, Tha t the Princi­
pal Chief be, and lie is hereby authorized to issue a duplicate 



190 

warrant in favor of Simuel McO'->!!um for Seven dolLr«, he 
(McColium) having mnde a satisfactory i-'io^ing to the Com­
mittee and Council, that be had a warrrrt git en in hic owii 
name for tint amount of the 1848 is«ue which he Ins U.-t or 
mislaid. The Tre siver i-s hereby re<]'irMed not to p'iy i-aid 
Warr?nt, should the ssnie l n presented for thn.' puipo-e. 

Tahlcqna'i, Oct. lit7;, KIO. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 

An Art rchJinq farther to Xailir-'l f\rfif< at. >. 

Be it en^rf-d by the National Council, T in t P11 c c V -
cates issued for public s e n s e s bv the a'ith>ri/cd offirer^ of 
this Nation, shall be presented for settlement to the <-e-~-in 
of the National Council, n^x* convened after their date, <thcr-
wise they sha'l be of no value. 

Be it further enacted. That any officer who may k-ue a 
certificate, for services not authorized by law, shall he sub­
ject to the recovery of the amount thereof, at a suit at law, 
before a legally constituted Court of this Nation, for the ben­
efit of the holder of such certificate. Actions brought under 
the provisions of this act, shall be subject to the same rendi­
tions as those brought for the recovery of debt. 

Tahlcquah, October lltli, 1849. 
Approved—JNO. ROSH. 

0:0 
An Act to repeal an Act entitled "An Art to avx> c Cei-i'n-

als to testify in certain Cases." 

Be it enact/d by the National Council, That the Act p i ^ -
ed October ;21pf, J>Jo, entitled "an Act to allow criminal-, to 
testify in certain cases," be. and the same is hereby repealed. 
T o take effect from *UK1 after the pa-sage. 

TaMccfiah, October llik, lt»H. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 
An Act to amend en Act, entitled "An Act relating to the 

compensation of Clrtuil Judges. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That an Act pa«=-
ed October 15th, 1941, entitled "an Act relating to the com-
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prnsation of Circuit Judges ," be, and the ?ame is fcereb'y 
amended, so as to read an follow-: That from and after the 
passage of tins act, the C<rcjit Judges, shall receive a com­
pensation of two hundred and fifty dollars each, per annum, 
fur their services. 

Tahl 'jita/i, October litii, l?-i!>. 
Approved—JNO. R O S S . 

o.o 
An Act to amend an act entitled-'An Act relative to cstatrs." 

lie it enacted by the, National Council, Tha t the Act 
amending an act relative to fi-tales and Administrators, pass­
ed Oct. '.'9th, 1^4-3, be, and thf same is hereby amended a* 
follow:: Tha t the persons who may be rppointed by the 
distr ict .Tud^e to appraise the cifects of an estate shall be 
paid one dollar per day each for their seniee% to be paid by 
the Jviecutor or Administrator out of the ctfecU of such an 
estate-

Be it furfur enacted, T i n t in case the per-onso appoint­
ed by the Ju.l^e shall fail, or refuse to va'uo in est.-te as 
atore-aid, unb-s.-i on account of ,-ickncs or some other lawful 
cccii'e, tiiev fhall be lined each, lor such failure or refusal. 
the fnm «M'Ten dollars. T h e >ame \\\\en collected to b° paid 
nito the Naiional Trcar-ury. T h e Judges of the several Dis­
tricts be, and they are hereby authorized to impose a fine as 
aforesaid in all cases arising under this act. 

Taklcquafi, Oct. lit A, lo4l>. 
Approved—JNO. R O S S . 

lie it enacted by the National Council, Tha t Win. Barnes, 
be, and he is hereby privileged to return to the Cheroke Na­
tion and reside; and is admitted to the enjoyment of the rights 
and privileges of citizenship of ibis Nation. 

Tahltquah, Oct. loth, lfelD. 
Approved—JNO. R O S S . 

o:o 
lie it enacted by the National Council, That the Act 

of November 10th 184^, providing for the establishment of 
an Orphan Manual Labor School, be, and the same is hereby 
repealed. 

Ta/ileauah. October 2id, 1849. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS, 
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Resolutions directing tlie assembling of the CfieroJm Peo­
ple in Genera! Council. 

Resolved hij the National Council, That the Principal 
Chief be, and he is hereby directed to i.--suc his Proclamation 
and send out "Runners," inviting the whole Cherokee People 
to assemble in General Council, at Tahlcquab, on Wednes­
day, the 7th day of November next, for the nuroo«e of taking 
into consideration the importance of providing means for the 
payment of the National debt. 

Resolved farther, That when the people shall have so as­
sembled in general Council, the Principal.Chief shall present, 
or cau^e to be presented to them, the amount of the National 
debt, and the a miul receipts of the Treasury, subject to the 
payment of the same; nl*o in what way, if r.ny, money t-hnll be 
provided for the payment of the debt; whether if h ill be done 
oy imposing a U\x upon the Per Capita lucncv due the Cher­
okee People by virtue of Tioatics wiili the United St-tes, or 
whether they will authorize the retrocession to th^ United 
States of the 830,00;» acres of land,-c jumoiily called tne 
Neutral L?ud, under proper restriction-;, the i.ivestinent of 
tiie principal, and the appropriation of the i uteres to the pay­
ment of the debt, until tii.it &h;il! h;ne been done—and then 
to the support of schools in the Cherokee .M, lion. 

Rcsoindfurllur, That the Principal Chief is al o hereby 
directed to make all arrangement". iK'cc--ary for the accom­
modation of the people while assembled in compliance with 
the above resolutions. 

Tahlequoh, October JPUi, "ISiO. 
JAMES KELL, Pres't Nat. Com. 

Concurred with the following—viz: Li place of "under 
certain restrictions," insert with the understanding, that it is 
to be subject to Indian occupation only. 

Taiilrqifou, Oel. 20///, le-19. 
SIX KILLCIl, Speolrr Xot, Council. 

Approved—JNO. ROSS. 
o: o 

An Act autlwrhinrr the appointment of a Delegation to 
IVazhiitglon City. 

Re it enacted b>/ tlie Nalioaal Council, That it is expe­
dient to appoint a Delegation consisting of three persons, to 

http://tii.it
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represent the Cherokee people before the Government of the 
United States, for the purpose of bringing to a close, all mi-
settled business between the Cherokee Indians and the United 
States' Government, and to transact all matters of National 
concern that may be entrusted to their care; also that the 
Principal Chief be requested to accompany said Delegation, 
Each Delegate shall receive for his services three dollars per 
day out of the public funds, while engaged on his mission. 

Tahlequah, October 23d, 1849. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:e 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Principat 
Chief be, and he is hereby authorized to have procured and 
forwarded, a suitable block of Cherokee marble to the "Wash­
ington Monument Association," Washington, D. C , as an 
offering from the Cherokee Nation. 

Tahlequah, October 25th, 1849. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

•o;o 

Resolved by the National Council, That a Committee be 
appointed on behalf of the National CounciJ, to meet the 
Committee that has been appointed on the part of the Indian 
Mission Conference of the M. E. Church, South, for the pur­
pose of negotiating a plan for the establishment of a Manual 
Labor School, for the benefit of Cherokee Orphans, umUt 
the care of the Missionary Society of said Conference; ano* 
that the said Committee be instructed to report the result of 
their negotiations to the National Council for final action, 
should it be deemed necessaiy. 

Resolved, That the said Committee consist of Alexander 
Foreman, Wm. P. Ross, and James Sanders. 

Tahlequah, October 2 9 « , 1849. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

'O:o • " •' 

An Act defining the duties of the Treasurer. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That it shall be 
the duty of the Treasurer of the Cherokee Nation, to preeer.t 

32 
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& full report of all monies received and disbursed by him; 
particularly setting forth to what accounts chargeable, and 
under what acts he has made payments, and submit the same, 
hereafter, through tlie Principal Chief to the National Coun­
cil, during the first week of the session of the same; also, 
that it &hail be his duty to record in his office, in hooks, to 
be procured for that purpose, al) appropriation acts under 
which he makes payments, correct copies of all official re­
ports made by him, and keep such records as will exhibit the 
state of the funds on all accounts, and the condition of the 
Treasury iu regard to the debts and credits to which it is 
subject. 
. Tahlcquah, October 31si, 1849, 

Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

— - 0 : 0 — 

An Act reletting to Public Ferries. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That any person 
desirous of keeping a public ferry, shall first be required to 
obtain a license for that purpose from the National Treasurer, 
and for which he shall pay, annually in advance, the follow­
ing tax—to wit: For a ferry on the Arkansas, Canadian, or 
Grand River-;, t!;g ?um of twenty-five dollar's per annum. On 
the Illinois and V e n e r i s rivers, the sum of five dollars per 
annum. Any person so obtaining a license, shall be requir­
ed to keep good boats and ferrymen, and cross all persons, 
promptly during seasonable hours, (Sundays excepted) when 
it can be done with safety, at rates heretofore fixed by law. 
No person shall be allowed to open a new ferry within les» 
than half mile of any ferry established agreeably to the pro­
visions of this act. 

Be it further enacted, That any person found guilty of a 
violation of the provisions of this act, shall be subject to a 
fine for every such offence, in a sura double the amount of 
the license established above. One half for the benefit of 
the informer, and the other for the Treasury. All such fine» 
shall be recoverable before the Courts of the Nation. 

Tahlcquah, October 31 st, 1849. 
JAMES KELL, Pres't Committee. 

Concurred with the following amendment: Insert, tea doU 
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hrs per annum, in the place of five dollars, on the Illinois 
and Verdigris rivers. 

SIX KILLER, Speaker Council. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 

Resolved by the National Council, That the translation of 
the laws of the Nation, made by H. T. Martin, under tha 
provisions of an Act of the National Council, p;i«sed :J0th 
October, 1848, be, and the same is hereby approved. And 
H. T. Martin and Joseph Blackbird, be, and thoy are hereby 
appointed a committee to superintend the printing of tho 
same, at the office of the Cherokee Advocate; and that said 
committee appointed by this act, shall not be required to 
commence the discharge of their duties, until after the ad­
journment of the present session of the Council. 

TahlequaA, November \st, 1849. 
JAMES KELL, Prcs't Nat'l Committee. 

Concurred—SIX KILLER, Speaker Council, 
0:0 -

An Act authorizing the appointment of an Examining Board. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That there shall.be 
appointed by the Principal Chief, three persons who shall 
constitute an Examining Board, and whose duty it shall bfs 
to examine into the acquirements and qualifications of all 
persons who may be applicants for employment as teachers i» 
the public schools of the Nation; and it shall not be lawful 
for the Superintendent of public schools, to employ any per­
son as a teacher who has not been so examined and recom­
mended as a suitable person to be employed as teacher by 
the said Exrminnjr Board. 

Tahkauah, -2d November, 1849. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 

An Act relating to Lawyers. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That before any 
citizen shall be allowed to appear before the Courts of this 

http://shall.be
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Nation, for the purpose of practicing at law, he shall obtain 
a license from and pay in advance annually to the Treasurer, 
1 he sum often dollars to practice before the District and Cir­
cuit Courts; and to practice before the District, Circuit and 
Supreme Courts, twenty dollars, and be required to take an 
oath, that he will to the best of his knowledge and ability, 
support and defend all causes that may be entrusted to his 
«•are. 

Be it further enacted, That any person engaged in the 
practice of law, agreeable to the provisions of this act, 
who shall be convicted before any of the Courts, of bribing 
or attempting to bribe any guard, Juror or witness, or other­
wise influencing them, to keep them from appearing at Court, 
or proving unfaithful to their duties and oaths, shall be sub­
ject to a fine of fifty dollars, and the revocation of their li­
cense. All fines collected under the provisions of this act, 
shall be paid into the Treasury. 

Be it further enacted, That this act shall not be so con­
strued as to deprive any citizen of the right and privilege of 
appearing before the Courts in any case to which he may be 
a pa*rty. This act to take effect from and after the 1st day of 
January, 1850. 

Tahlequah, 2rf November, 1849. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act making appropriation to pay for building of the Ex-
ecutive and Treasurer's Offices. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of 
tour hundred dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, 
for the use and benefit of Johnson Thompson, to be paid out 
of the first money received by the Treasurer, belonging to 
the general National funds, the same being the amount con­
tracted to be paid by the Nation, for the building of the 
Executive and Treasurer's Offices, agreeable to an act pass­
ed 14th October, 1848, and that the Principal Chief be, and 
lie is hereby authorized to draw on the Treasury for the same. 
' Tahlequah, 2d November, 1849. 

" WILL. P . ROSS, Pres't Nat. Com. pro tern. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 
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Be it resohed by the National Council, That the Sheriff of 
Tahlequah District be, and he is hereby authorized and di­
rected to summons such police as may in his judgment be 
necessary to suppress the introduction and vending of in­
toxicating liquors, and preserve order during the assembling 
and continuance of the Cherokee people in the general Coun­
cil contemplated to be held at this place on the 7th instant. 

Tahlequah, November 2d, 1849. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 
An Act relating to Stray Property 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That so much of 
the Act passed 11th October, 1841, relative to stray property, 
as requires the Sheriffs of the several Districts to advertise 
the sale of such property, be, and the same is hereby amend­
ed: That from and after the passage of this act, the Sheriffs 
in advertising stray property, such as horses, mules and cat­
tle, shall insert the same in the Cherokee Advocate, both in 
the English and Cherokee languages—without any expense 
to the Sheriff so advertising. 

Tahlequah, November 3d, 1849. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o • 
An Act relating further to Spirituous Liquors. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Sheriffs 
of the several Districts, be, and they are hereby empowered 
to summons a guard of four persons, to assist in the wasting 
of spirituous liquors, should resistance be offered to them. 
while in the discharge of this duty. And persons so sum­
moned, shall be entitled to one dollar per day while acting 
with or under the authority of a Sheriff. 
Tahlequah, November 3rf, 1849. 

Approved—JNO. ROSS. 
o:o • 

An Act continuing in force the Act entitled "An Act for the 
relief of persons indebted to the Nation." 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That an Act enti­
ced "An Act for the relief of persons indebted to the Nation, 
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dated November 9th, 1847, is hereby renewed and shall con* 
tinue in force until the 9th day of Nor., in the year 1850. 

Tahlequah, November 3d, 1849. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act for the benefit of Big Dollar. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That there be al­
lowed out of the National Treasury, to Big Dollar, a cripple, 
of Skin Bayou District, the sum of Twenty dollars per an­
num, for his support, during his natural life. 

Tahlequah, November 5th, 1849. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

Resolved by the National Council, That the resolution 
passed November 5th, 1845, and also the resolution passed 
October 24th, 1843, amending the same, authorising the Act­
ing Chief to appoint a guard to be stationed at the residence 
of the Principal Chief, to guard the public papers, documents, 
& c , be and the same is hereby repealed. 

Taltlcquah, Nov. 5th, 1849. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of four 
thousand three hundred and five dollars, fifty-nine and one-
fourth cents, for the benefit of the persons named above, be 
and the same is hereby appropriated out of any money in the 
National Treasury, according to acts dated October, 24th, 
1848, and November, 8th, 1848—and the Principal Chief is 
hereby authorised to draw warrants for the same. 

Tahlequah, November 5th, 1849. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 
Be it enacted by the National Council, That from and 

after the passage of this act, that the officers of the Nation 
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"flhall be paid in cash out of the National Treasury, for sta­
tionary, & c , that they may use when in the discharge of 
their official duty; and the same shall be placed on the cash 
appropriation. 

Tahlequah, November Clh, 1849. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 

•An Act appropriating One Hundred and thirty-Jive dollars 
for the benefit of Allen Manning. 

He it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of 
one hundred and thirty-five dollars, be, and the same is hereby 
appropriated out of the first money received in the National 
Treasury, for the use and benefit of Allen Wanning, for build­
ing the fence around the Public Square, in the town of Tah­
lequah; and the Principal Chief is hereby authorised to issue 
a warrant for the same. 

TaJikquah, November 8ih, 1849. 

Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

— 0:0 

An A ct relating further to Sali?ies 
SEC. 1. Be it enacted by the. National Council, That any 

citizen of the Nation shall have the privilege of manufactur­
ing salt, within the limits of the Nation, at any of the Salines 
now discovered, which are not already leased out, upon the 
conditions hereinafter named, to wit: Any person desirous of 
manufacturing salt, shall enter into bond, with good security, 
to pay the Treasurer of the Cherokee Nation, quarterly, the 
Fum of three cents, for any fifty pounds of salt that he may 
make, and heis hereby required to furnish a full statement of 
the same on oath. 

S E C 2. Be it further enacted, That the bonds mentioned 
in the first section of this act, shall extend to a period of ten 
years. 

S E C 3. Be it further enacted, That if any person engaged 
•in the manufacture of salt, under the provisions of this act, 
«hall cease manufacturing at any time for a period of eighty 
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days, the Nation shall have the privilege of renting the saliae 
to some other individual. 

SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
the Treasurer to take bonds provided for above. 

SEC. 5. Be it further enacted, That any person engaging 
to manufacture salt, under the provisions of this act, shall 
commence the manufacture thereof, within the term of twelve 
months, from the date of his bond. In case of failure to do 
so, the saline shall revert to the Nation. 

S E C 6. Be it further enacted, That any person forfeiting 
their lease according to the provisions of this act, shall be li­
able to indictment for damages in the Circuit Courts of this 
Nation; and it is hereby made the duty of the Treasurer, to 
bring suits against such person in the name, and for the ben­
efit of the Cherokee Nation. And he shall be entitled to ten 
per cent, out of all money collected under the provisions of 
this section of the act. 

SEC. 7. Be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for 
any person, a citizen of the Nation, to dig or bore for salt­
water, and when obtained, shall have the privilege of manu­
facturing salt therefrom, for the term of ten years, free of rent; 
Provided, always, that no person shall have the privilege of 
digging or boring or manufacturing salt within a distance of 
one fourth of a mile from any other saline. 

Tahlequah, November 12th, 1849. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That George 
R. Johntson, (a wh item an) with a Cherokee family, be, and 
he is hereby recognized and admitted to the enjoyment of 
the rights and privileges of citizenship of this Nation. 

Tahlequah, November 13<A, 1849. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

WHEREAS, there has occurred and now exists a deficit in 
the accounts of the Treasurer of seven thousand four hundred 
and two dollars, and twenty-six and three quarter cents, for 
the principal amount of which the Treasurer can in no way 
account: and, 
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WHEREAS, the National Council reposing confidence irr 
the integrity of the Treasurer, and willing to extend ever} 
indulgence to him consistent with justice to the Nation; there­
fore, 

Resolved by the National Council, That the President of 
the National Committee, be, and he is hereby directed to no­
tify forthwith the securities of David Vann, Treasurer, of the 
deficit that has occurred in his account, and of the readiness 
of the National Council to allow him till the first Monday in 
October next, to meet the said deficit. Provided, that the said 
securities will consent that such indulgence shall in no way 
impair the bond of said David Vann, in which they are bound 
as securities for the faithful discharge of his trust as Treas­
urer. 

Resolved further, That the securities are hereby requested 
to furnish an immediate reply to the above resolution. 

Tahhquah, November \%th, 1849. 
JAMES KELL, President Nat. Committee, 

Concurred—SIX KILLER, Speaker Council. 

oto 

An Act for the benefit of Jesse Wolf. 

Be it enacted by the- National Council, That the sum of 
fifteen dollars be, and the samp is hereby appropriated out of 
the first money received into the National Treasury, for the 
benefit of Jesse Wolf, for erecting a platform in the Public 
Square. 

Also the further sum of fifteen dollars is hereby appropri­
ated out of any money in the Treasury, not otherwise appro­
priated, as compensation for taking care of the Public Build­
ings atYTahlequah, according to an act dated October 88th, 
1848, for the benefit of the same. 

Tahlequah, November lkth, 1849. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 
An Act authorizing the Translation of the laws passed at the 

annual session of the National Council in 1849. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That H. T. Mar­
tin, one of the Committee appointed, under a resolution of the 
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National Council, dated November 1st, 1849, to superintend* 
the printing of the laws of the Cherokee Nation, as translated 
under the provisions of an act, dated October 00th, 1848, be, 
and is hereby requested and instructed to translate the laws 
enacted at the present session of the National Council, as 
soon as practicable, and to cau^e the same to be embodied in 
the book contemplated in the aforesaid act of October 
30th, 1848. 

Be it further enacted, That the aforesaid translator shall 
be allowed two dollars per day for his services while engaged 
in actual service, to be paid out of the National Treasury. 

Tahlequah, November lith, 1849. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act for the benefit ofR.B. Daniel. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum 
often dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated out of 
any money that may be received into the National Treasury 
for the use and benefit of R. B. Daniel for stationary &c. fur­
nished by hint for the use of the National Committee, and 
the Select Committee; and the Principal Chief is hereby au­
thorized to draw a warrant for R. B. Daniel accordingly. 

Tahlequah, November lith, 1819. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

, o:o 

An Act for the relief of Choo-wo-tsa-ka. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of 
one hundred and twenty-three dollars be, and the same is 
hereby appropriated out of any money in the National Treas­
ury, not otherwise appropriated, for the relief and benefit 
of Choo-wo-tsa-ka, late Sheriff of Delaware District; the same 
being the amount of damages and cost.-! recovered of him by 
Lewis Wilkerson, at the late session of the Supreme Court, 
for selling an improvement alleged to belong to Eli Palmer, 
under the act of 11th November, A. D. Itf4ti. 

Tahlequah November 13th, 1849. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 
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An Act for the benefit of Capt. Fish and others, 

lie it enacted by the National Council, That the following 
amounts be, and the same is hereby allowed to the persons 
hereinafter named, for services rendered as Special Guard* 
at Park Hill, to wit: 

Captain Fish, nine dollars and thirty one cents; Young 
Wolf, seven dollars; Oo-nah-cher-ser, seven dollars; Nar-ehe-
yar, seven dolllars. 

And the Principal Chief be, and he is hereby authorized 
to draw the warrants for the same. 

Tahlequah, November, lith, 1849. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

— — — o ; o — • — 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of 
three hundred dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated 
for the benefit of Sally Guess, widow of George Guess, de­
ceased, agreeably to an act, entitled "An act for the benefit 
of George Guess," dated Dec. 29th, 1843. 

Tahlequah, November 16th, 1849, 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 
An Act for the benefit of Elizabeth Keys, 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of 
one hundred dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated 
out of any money in the National Treasury, belonging to the 
General School Fund, not otherwise appropriated for the use 
and benefit of Elizabeth Keys for damages sustained by the 
location of the Cherokee Female Seminary; and the Princi­
pal Chief is hereby authorized to draw a warrant accordingly. 

Tahlequah, Nov. IQth, 1849. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

, ., , , io:o-^-^—» 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Frin* 
cipal Chief be, and he is hereby authorized to issue a war­
rant, (if not already issued) for the valuation of the Gran<! 
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Saline, made in the name of the Captain John Rogers, and 
turn over the same to Elizabeth Rogers, the widow of said 
John Rogers; Provided she (E. Rogers is the legal represent­
ative of said Estate.) 

And the provision of any act directing the withholding of 
the said valuation is hereby repealed. 

Tahlequah, November Wth, 1849. 
Approved—JNO. ROGERS. 

0:0 

An Act granting certain privileges therein named to James 
Mackey. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That James Mac-
key is hereby privileged to work a Saline in the bed of Il­
linois River, about half a mile above the Saline known as 
Coodey's Salt works, for the term of four years from the ex­
piration of the present lease, free of any rent to the Nation; 
Provided, he (Mackey) shall make such improvements to said 
saline as will make it valuable to the Cherokee Nation: Pro­
vided that the foregoing privilege shall not be so construed 
as to interfere with, or impair in any, any rights granted to 
the lessee of Cabin's or Coodey's Saline under thr act of 30th 
October, 1843, entitled an act in reference to Salines. 

Be it further enacted, That after the expiration of the five 
years first mentioned, he shall be allowed to work the afore­
said Saline five years longer, by pay:ng to the Cherokee Na­
tion one and a half cents for every fifty pounds of salt manu­
factured by him at said Saline, the same to be paid the to Na­
tional Treasurer, quarterly. 

Tahlequah Novefhber 16th, 1849. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 

An Act to repeal the acts relating to Public Cooks. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Act pass­
ed 11th October, 1841, entitled "An Act relating to Public 
Cooks;" and also the act to amend the same, dated October, 
23d, 1835, be, and the same are hereby repealed; Provided, 
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however, that the Principal Chief shall have authority at any 
call session, or when it is expected that a large assemblage 
of the Cherokees shall be in attendance, to appoint as many 
Public Cooks as he may deem necessary for that purpose. 

Tahlcquah, November IQth, 1849. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o: o 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of 
one hundred and ninety two dollars be, and the same is here­
by allowed to John Ross, for boarding Capt. Fish and men, 
while engaged as special Guard at Park Hill, and the same 
is hereby appropriated out of any money in the National 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Tahlcquah, November IQth, 1849. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

.—o:o 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That James Jones 
be, and he is hereby privileged to return to the Cherokee Na­
tion with his family arid reside, and is admitted to the enjoy­
ment of the rights and privileges of citizenship of this Nation. 

Tahlcquah, November With, 1849. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That John Mc'Cojr, 
a white man, with a Cherokee family, be, and he is hereby 
admitted to the rights of Cherokee citizenship. 

TahUquah, November \Qth, 1849. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

WHEREAS, by an act of the National Council dated No­
vember 31lth, 1842, provision was made for the building of 
Court [louses in the several Districts; and whereas, some of 
the contractors, were paid for the same, before the Court 
Houses were completed, with the understanding that thejr 

33 
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should be finished afterwards; but in some cases has not been 
done; therefore, 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That six months 
are hereby extended to such contractors, for the finishing of 
said Court Houses according to contract, when, if the same 
shall not be done, it shall be the duty of the Solicitors to 
commence suit against such contractors for their failure, and 
they shall be subject to such fines as may be deemed just, 
not exceeding the amount of the original contract. 

TahUuuah, November llth, 1849. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0-
An Act maldng appropiation for Public St hools for the year 

J K>0, and for other purposes. 
He it enarttd by the National Council, That the sum 

of seven thousand dollars, be, and the same is hereby appro­
priated, out of any money in the N itional Treasuay, belong­
ing to the General School Fund, not otherwise appropriated 
for the support of Pub'ic Schools, provided for by law, 
during the year 185"). Also the further sum of four thousand 
dollar.*, to be applied in who'e or in part under the Board 
of Directors for putting into oper ition and sustaining the first 
year, the Cherokee Female Seniiiary, 

Be it further ena.trd, That the sum of three thousand six 
hundred dollars, be, and the same is hereby appropriated out 
of any money in the National Treasury, belonging to the Or­
phan find, not otherwise appropriated, for the board and 
clothing of the orphan children who may attend the several 
public schools. 

Be it further enacted, That the sum of three hundred 
dollars, for the purchase of books and other stationary, 
for the use of the Public Schools; and the sum of three 
hundred dollars, for the use and benefit of VV. S. Adair, for 
his services as Superintendent of Public, Schools for the year 
1849, be, and the same is hereby appropriated out of any 
money in the National Treasury, not otherwise appropriated, 
belonging to the School fund, 

Be it further enacted, That the Principal Chief, be, and 
he is hereby authorised to draw warrants on the National 
Treasury for the amounts herein appropriated in accordance 
with the provisions of this act. November 19£h, 1819. 

Approved—JNO. ROSS. 
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An Ait to repeal Acts therein named. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, Tint an net entitled, 
"an Act for furnishing provisions for the Ci unci!," and an 
Act entitled, "an Act relating to a Commissary," b?, and the 
same are hereby repealed. 

Tahlequah, 'November 19*/«, 1849. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of 
fifteen dollars, be, and the same is here',y appropriated, out 
of any money in the general School Fund, not otherwise ap­
propriated, for the benefit of W. S. Adair, for extra services 
in making out a report on Public Schools, according to res­
olution of the National Council; and the Principal Chief is 
hereby authorized to draw a warrant accordingly. 

Tahlequah, November 19th, 1849. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of 
three thousand dollars, be, and the same is hereby appropriat­
ed out of any money in the Treasury to defray the expenses 
of the Delegation to Washington, provided for in the Act of 
October 23d, 1849. 
Tahlequah, November 19M, 1849. 

Approved—JNO. ROSS. 
0 : 0 

An Act relating to 11, ad Right vr Per Capita Money. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That it is hereby 
made the duty of the De'egation, who may be appointed to 
visit the City of Washington on business with the Government 
of the United States, to enter into an arrangement with the 
proper authorities of the United States, so as to cause the 
Head Riglr or Per C ipita m< n n \ that may be found due the 
Eastern Cherokee» 011 a settlement with the United States, 
paid out to the aforesaid E iste'rn Cherokees, now living, and 
to their descendants, according to a census to be taken for 
that purpose; and not as contemplated by the Treaty of 1835, 
which provides tint it shill be piid according to a census 
taken in the Eastern Cherokee N it ion. 

Be it further enacted, That the Principal Chief be, and. 
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he is hereby authorized to instruct siid Delegation in accord­
ance with the provision of the nr>l section of this Act. 

Tahkauah, November 19th, 18-19. 
Approved—JXO. ROPS. 

0:0 

An Act authorizing the aprwhit.nrr.t of an ad-Vtlon"! Printer 
in the Office of the C/cro';;e A Jvcraic, and waking an ap­
propriation for the purtliasc of pap-r, fyc. 

Be it enacted hy (he National Council, That the E'litor of 
the Cherokee Advocate, be, and he is hereby authorized to 
employ an additional Printer, so long as may be necohnry to 
print such edition of laws of the Cherokee Nation as nny be 
authorised by law—the compensation of such printer not to 
exceed the amount allowed the printers already employed. 

lie it further enacted, That the sum of three hundred dol­
lars is hereby appropriated out of any money in the Treasu­
ry not otherwise appropriated, for the purchase of paper, types 
and such furniture as may be required in the office; and the 
Principal Chief is hereby anthorized to issue a •warrant for 
the same. 

Tahlequah, November 20th, 1849. 
JAMES KELL, President Nat. Com. 

Approved—J NO. ROSS. 

0:0 

An Act making further Appropriations. 

Be it enacted hy the. National Council, That the sum of 
nine hundred and seventy-eight dollars, and a quarter cents, 
be, and the same is hereby appropriated out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the use and ben­
efit of the persons, and according to the amounts affixed to 
their respective names. 

Be it further enacted, That the Principal Chief be, and 
he is hereby authorised to issue warrants for the same. 

Tahlequah, November 20* A, 1849. 
JAMES KELL, President Nat. Com. 

Approved—JNO. ROSS*. 
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An Act making Appropriations for pay of Members of Na­
tional Council, Sfc. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, Tha t the sum of 
seven thousand one hundred and forty-five dollars and sixty-
seven and one fourth cents, be, and the same is hereby ap­
propriated out of any money in the National Treasury, for the 
use and benefit of the persons hereinafter named, and accord­
ing to the sums affixed to their respective names. 

Be it further enaittd. Tha t the Principal Chief be, and 
he is hereby authorized to draw warrants for the same ac­
cording to the acts or October 24th, and November 9th, J 848. 

Be it further enacted, Tha t the Principal CI i?f is also 
hereby authorised to draw a warrant, for the use and benefit 
ot John Spears, for the sum of twenty-five dollars and fifty 
cents, for services as Interpreter to National Committee, ac­
cording to the acts above named. 

Tahlcquah, Nooanbw 2Gt/i, L»49. 
Approved—JNO. R O S S . 

o: o 

Revolutions instructing the Delegation. 

W H E R E A S , there remains unsettled bu-iness between the 
Government of the United States and the Cherokee people, 
which it is important to press to a speedy close; and whereas, 
it has been deemed expedient by the National Council, to ap­
point a Delegation consisting of David Vann, Treasurer of 
the Cherokee N 'tion, John Drew and William P. Ros mem­
bers of the National Committee, to represent the interests of 
the Cherokee people before the said Government. Therefore, 

Be it rttolvtd by th« iViJlonrl Council, Tha t David Vann, 
Treasurer of the Cherokee Nation, and John Drev.' and Wm. 
P. R<>-«, members of the National Corrufettce, be, and they 
are h >reby empowered to fi'ly represent and act for and in 
be'i ilf of the Cherokee people in the settlement of all unset-
fed bu-iiies? bciv.cein them and the Government of the Uni­
ted St ites arising under treiiy stipulations or otherwise 

Be it furthtr rcsolrtd, That the said Delegation, be, and 
they are hereby psrticularly instructed, to urge to a speedy 
cle.se, the settlement and payment of money due the emigrant 

http://cle.se
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and old settler Cherokecr,, under the treaty of 1846, also the 
payment of the School funds withheld from the Nation. 

Be it further resolved,. That the said Delegation are also 
instructed to urge upon the Government, the importance of 
having the Cherokee Agency located, in conformity with 
treaty stipulation', and the removal or discontinuance of the 
practice of licensing white traders to reside among the Cher­
okee people. 

lie it further resolved, That should any vacancy occur in 
the said Delegation, the Principal Chief be, and he is hereby 
empowered to fill the same by appointment. 

Tahlequah, November 2dth, 1849. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act to raise the Wages of Fire-Makers. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That from and5 

after the passage of this act, that the fire-maker, for the Com­
mittee, Councd, Executive Department, and Supreme Court, 
shall each receive in cash for their services, one dollar per 
day; and any and all laws to the contrary are hereby repealed. 

Tahlequah, October llth, J 859. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act amending an A ct to Jill Vacancies* 

Beit enacted by the National Council, That the aet passed 
'October 20th 1841, entitled, "an Act to fill Vacancies," be, 
and the same is hereby amended: That any person, hi ing a 
member of eitherJhou^e rf the National Council, who may re­
move out of theT)istrict where he may have been e'ected a 
member as aforesaid, and should settle in any other country 
or District, shall, from thnt date, cease to be considered, a 
member of the N itional Council, from the District where he 
may have been elected. 

Be it further enacted, Thnt upon the notificntion of the 
District Judge, of the District where such removnl Ins oc­
curred, it shall be his duty forthwith,.to notify t.hc Principal 
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Chief of such removal and vacancy, in like manner as pro­
vided for agreeably to the above act. This act to take effect 
from and after its passage. 

Tahlequak, October llth, 1850. 
Approved—JNO. R O S S . 

0:0 

An Act granting Charles Landrum and R. D. Blachtone, 
the privilege of working the Lead Mines in Delaware District. 

Be il enacted by the National Council, Tha t Charles Lan­
drum and R. D. Blackstone, be, and they are hereby permit­
ted and privileged to work the Lead Mines in Delaware Dis­
trict, free of any expense to the Nation, for the term of eight 
years from the date of this act upon tl e following conditions, 
to wit: Tha t the said Landrum and Blackstone shall pay to 
the Cherokee Nation, three dollars in National Warrants, for 
every one hundred dollars' worth of lead they may make; a 
statement of which they are required to make on oath, and 
be required to enter into bond with approved security for the 
payment of the same. 

Be it furthir mm ted, Tha t it is herebv made the duty of 
the Nation il Treasurer to take the bond, and receive the 
rent provided for in this act; and the said Landrum and Black-
stone shall be required to pay the rent annually, after they 
commence the manufacture of lead. 

Be it further enacted, Tha t at the expiration of eight years, 
the said mines, together with whatever improvement may be 
made thereon, by said Landrum and Blackstone, shall revert 
to the Cherokee Nation. 

Be it further enacted, Tha t the said Landrum and Black-
stone shall have the use of as much timber as may be neces­
sary without infringing upon the improvement of any citizen 
or citizens of the N ltion. 

Br it furth'r enaited, That an Act granting Charles Lan­
drum and R. D. Blackstone, the privilege of working the 
lead mines in Delaware District, passed October "28th, I848„ 
be, and the snne are hereby repealed. 

Tahlquah, October \tith, 185'). 
J A M E S K E L L , Prrs't IVat. Com. 

Approved—JNO. R O S S . 

file:///tith
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An Act to prevent persons from trading with Negro Slaves, 
without permission from the owner of such Slave. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That from and af­
ter the passage of this Act, it shall be unlawful for any per­
son to trade with a negro slave, in any way whatever, without 
first having obtained permission from the owner of such ne­
gro slave. 

lie it further enacted, That any person or persons, found 
guilty of a violation of this Act, before any Court of this 
Nation, having jurisdiction of the same, shall be fined for 
every such offence, twenty-five dollars; one half for the bene­
fit of the Cherokee Nation, and the other half, for the benefit 
of the owner of such slave. Suits to be brought in this case 
as in other civil cases. 

Tahlequah, October 2oth, 18o0. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 

An Act to amend an act entitled "An Act against Falsc-
swearing.*' 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the first 
section of the "Act against false swearing," passed November 
ZSth, 1842, be, and the sane is hereby amended, so a< to 
read a-> follow»: That from and after the passage of this Act, 
should any person be found guilty of faUe-swcaring before, 
or in any of the Courts of this Nation, and undoubted or cred­
ible testimony being made against any person or person-, 
charged with such offence, in any of the Courts of this Na­
tion, he, she or they, so offending, shall upon conviction, re­
ceive thirty-nine lashes on the bare kick, and be deprived of 
holding any appointment of honor, trust, or profit, under the 
government of this Nation, ami debarred forever afterwards 
from giving testimony in any of the Courts of this N ition. 

Tahlequah, November 1st, 1853. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 
Be it enacted by the National Cou.uil, That John Candy 

be, and he is hereby allowed for his services in printing ibe 
laws of the Cherokee Nation, at the rates of four hundred 
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dc-lkrs per annum, in ca sk and the Principal Chief is hereby 
authorized to i-suc warrants, qurterly, for the payment of the 

J5r itfurllrr en t-rl, Tha t the sum of four hundred and 
seventy-one dollars and thirty cents is hereby appropriated in 
<\T>h, «nit «>f any mo!ie\ in the National Treasury, not other­
wise appropriated, ior the follow incj purposes, to wit: T w o 
hundred and fir*y fenr dollar* and twenty six cents, for the 
purchase of p pcr. for the completion of the printing of the 
Jaw= o f th" Che;- bee N-t i"i i , and for the w-e of the "Chero­
kee Advocate" Oll'oe. Also the sum of twenty nine dollars 
and fifty four cent* for the payment of balance due on freight 
of paper &.C, pnrrli î -ed Ior the Advocate Office last spring. 
Also (be further :nm of one hundred and eighty seven dollars 
and fifty c n i s t o Mrs. Susan Taylor, for the board and sundry 
articles of clothing for the apprentices in the Office of the 
"Cherokee Advocate," from the 20th of October, 18-19, to 
the 20th of October, 1850. T h e Principal Chief is hereby 
authorized to draw warrants for the payment of the same. 
The two first named in favor of David Carter, Editor, and 
the latter in favor of Mrs. Susan Taylor. 

TaklequaJi, November 5th, 18,50. 
Approved—JNO. R O S S . 

o:o 

An Act readmitting 3frtt/irw Thompson to the rights of 
C/i (roll r (Jit izi n fh -p. 

Be it mm ted by the National Council, Tha t Matthew 
Thompson he, and be is hereby privileged to return to the 
Cherokee Nation and reside, and is admitted to the enjoy­
ment of the rights and privileges of citizenship of this Nation. 

. TahUquah, Nor. 6th, 1819. 
Approved—JNO. R O S S . 

. o:o 

Re it tnarterl by the National COUTH il. Tha t the sum of 
f=even thousand dollars he, and the same is hereby appropri­
ated out of any monies in the National Treasury belonging to 
the General School Fund, not otherwise appropriated, for the 
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purpose of defraying the expenses of the several schools of 
the Nation as provided for by law for the year 1851; and also 
the sum of three hundred dollars for the payment of the Su­
perintendent of Public Schools, for his services for the year 
185*). 

Be it further enacted, That the sum of three thousand and 
six hundred dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated 
out of any monies in the National Treasury belonging to the 
Orphan Fund, n^t otherwise appropriated, to be expended in 
support of the Orphans attending the Public Schools of the 
Nation for the year IKS I. The Principal Chief is hereby au­
thorized to issue w irranti f>r the sane. 

Taklequah November 9th, 1851). 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 
Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of 

twenty dollars and eighty three cents is hereby appropriated 
for the benefit of Mark Tyger, in cash, for a balance due for 
services in printing the laws of the Cherokee Nation. And 
the Principal Chief is hereby authorized to draw a warrant 
•for the same. 

Tahlequah, November V&th, 1850. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 
An Act to amend "An Act respecting Stray Property." 

Be it enacted by the National Court "il, That the act pass­
ed October Uih , 1841, entitled "An Act respecting stray 
property," be and the same is hereby amended so as to make' 
it the duty of the District Judge, or Clerk, before whom such* 
stray property may be proven by the owner thereof, to issue 
an order, directing the Sheriff of said District, or any other 
District, where such property may be found, to place the own­
er iu possession of the same. 

Tahlequah, November, 18th, 1850. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0-. 
An Act to amend " An Act authorizing the translation of the 

Laws of the Cherokee Nation,. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Act au­
thorizing the translation of the laws of the Cherokee Nation, 
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passed October 30th, 1848, be, and the same is hereby a-
mended so that the said books shall Le sold at three doiiafa 
per volume instead of one dollar. All laws militating against 
this act is hereby repealed. 

Tahlequah, November 18th, 1859. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act authorizing the Sheriff of Illinois to sell certain 
Stray Cattle. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Sheriff 
of Illinois District be, and he is hereby authorized to sell at 
public sale all the stray cattle without marks or brands 
which the citizens may collect and pen in the neighborhood 
of James Mackey's. The Sheriff shall, before selling, give 
thirty days notice thereof in the Cherokee Advocate. 

Be it further enacted, That the Sheriff shall not be re­
quired to describe each animal the sale of which is provided 
for in this act; but shall merely state in his adveitisement by 
way of description, a number of stray cattle, which will be 
penned in the ueighbood of James Mackey's, under an act of 
Council. The Sheriff shall also notify all persons who may 
be interested, that he will commence penning the said cattle 
within ten days of the day of sale; and also notify all such per­
sons to come forward and examine the cattle; and should they 
recognize any as belonging to them, they shall be required to 
establish their right to the same by good and sufficient proof, 
and take them away, or otherwise after the sales, they shall 
forever be debarred from asserting or recovering any of the 
cattle thus sold. 

Be it further enacted, That the proceeds of the sales of 
said cattle shall be for the benefit of the Cherokee Nation; 
and that the penning of said cattle, shall not be done at the 
expense of the Nation. 

Any act militating against the provisions of this act to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

Tahlequah, November 19//*. 1850. 
JAMES KELL, Prcs't Nat. Com. 

Concurred—SIX KILLER, Speaker Council. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 
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An Act authorizing the taking of the census of the Eastern 
Cherokees. 

SEC. 1. Be it enacted by the National Council, That the 
Principal Chief be, and he is hereby authorized and required 
to appoint a suitable person or number of persons in each 
district, whose duty it shall be to take a speedy and accurate 
census of the Eastern Cherokee People; who shall, before en­
tering upon the duties of their appointment, take an oath for 
the faithful performance of the duties assigned them by this 
act. 

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
the Census takers to take down the name of the head of each 
family who are of Cherokee blood—and a'so all composing 
such family, who are likewise of Cherokee blood. 

SEC. 3, Be it further enacted, That the Cherokees who 
emigrated to this country subsequent to the treaty of 1835, 
and their descendants, who may be living at the taking of the 
census, provided for by this act, shall be entitled to an equal 
portion of the Per Capita money that ha-;, or may be appro­
priated under the Treaties of 18^5, and 184(5. and no others. 

SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, T in t when the Census 
takers shall have completed the taking of the census accord­
ing to the provisions of this act, they shall be required to 
make a return of the same to the Principal Chief, who shall 
notify the Government of the United States of the same, and 
request of them through the proper channel, that the Per 
Capita money due the Eastern Cherokees under the Treaties 
of 1835 and 1846, be paid according to the census taken un­
der this act. 

SEC. 5. Be it further enacted, That the persons appointed 
to take the census under this act, shall each receive in cash, 
out of the National Treasury, the sum of three dollars per 
day for their services whilst so engaged. 

Tahlequah, 25th November, 1850. 
JAMES KELL, Pres't N. Committee. 

Concuned—SIX KILLER, Speaker N. Council. 
After a reconsideration in Committee, a vote was taken up­

on the passage of the Bill, which resulted in its passage by a 
constitutional majority, thirteen voting for its passage and one 
against it. 

JAMES KELL, Pres't N. Committee. 
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In Council, after reconsideration, a vote was taken upon 
the passage of the Bill, and passed unanimously. 

SIXKILLEIi , Speaker N. Council 

* — 0 : 0 

An Act admitting Coleman R. Robertson to Citizenship. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That Coleman 
It. Robert-inn, late a citizen of the Sute of Arkansas, and 
married to a Cherokee female, be, and he is hereby admitted 
to the rights of a citizen of the Cherokee Nation, so long ae 
he may continue to reside therein. 

Tahhquah, 2oth November, 1850. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 

An Act authorizing the appointment of a Delegation. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That there be nom­
inated and appointed a Delegation, to consist of two person», 
to proceed to Washington city, with full power to adjust with 
the Government of the United States, all unsettled busineap 
between them and the Cherokee Nation; who shall be allowed 
for their services, the sum of three dollars per day, during 
their absence, on business for the Nation. 

Be it further enacted, That the sum of two thousand dol­
lars, be, and the same is hereby appropriated, out of any 
money in the National Treasury, not otherwise appropriated, 
for the purpose of defraying the expense of said Delegatioa, 
and the Principal Chief be, and he is hereby authorized *• 
draw a warrant for the same. 

Tahlequah, Novemober 27th, 1850. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

• o;o • 

An Act to remove a Precinct of Election in Saline District, 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the precine» 
Crf*. elections heretofore established at the house of Charfcw 

34 
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Cbodey, in Saline District, be, and the same is hereby re­
moved to Beiver Tmter's Camp Gound in Saline District, 
Any act to the contrary nntwithsfinding. 

Tahliquah, November 28<A, 1853. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act to reduce the pay of the several Officers, and other 
persons th:r>in named. 

Be it marted by the National Council, That from and 
after the first Monday in October next, the salary and pay of 
the ftHowing officers, and persons in the employ of the Chero­
kee Nation, shall be as follows:— 

The Principal Ch'ef shall receive for his services four hun­
dred dollars per annum. 

Tne Assistant Chief, the sum of two hundred dollars per 
annum. 

The N itional Treasurer, the sum of four hundred dollars 
per annum. 

The Executive Counsellors, each two dollars per day. 
The Judges of the Supreme Couri, the sum of three dollars 

per day. 
The Judges of the Circuit Court, each two hundred per 

annum 
The Judges of the District Courts, each, one hundred and 

twenty-five dollars per annum. 
The Members of the National Committee and Council, 

two dollars per day. 
The Clerks of the National Committee and Council, two 

dollars per day. 
The Sheriffs, each, one hundred and fifty dollars per an­

num. 
The Translator in the Cherokee Advocate Office, three 

hundred dol!a s per annum. 
Tne Editor of the Cherokee Advocate, four hundred dol­

lars per annum. 
•ire it furth r enartti. That from and after the passage of 

this ac-, the pay and salary of the following officers and per­
sons in the employ of the Nation, shall be as fllows:— 

The Clerk of the Supreme Court shall receive two dollar» 
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per day for his services. The Clerks of the Circuit and Dis­
trict Courts, shall each receive two dollars per d ty, and twen­
ty-five dollars per annum extra. Jurors, fifty cetits per day. 
Guards fifty cents per day, and witnesses in criminal cases fifty . 
nects per a^y. 

The pay for boarding prisoners and guards, thirty-seven 
and a half cents per d ly for man and hor^e, and for man 
twenty-five cents without a h«>rse. AM of which shall be paid 
in cash, annually out of the N itioiial Treasury. 

lie it further enacted, Th.it from and after the first Mon­
day in October next, the Solicitors of the several Districts in 
the Nation, shall be discontinued; and all liw», or parts of 
laws, militating against the provisions of t! e foregoing act, 
are hereby repea'ed. 

Tahlequah, November 2W, 1850. 
JAMES KELL, President Nat. Committee. 

In Council, (a quorum present,) concurred with the fol­
lowing amendment: Strike out the last clause, which relates 
to the discontinuance of the Solicitors of the several Districts 
in the Nation. 

SIX KILLER, Speaker Nat. Council. 
The Committee concurred in the foregoing amendment No­

vember 2Sth, 185.1. 
JAMES KELL, President Not. Committee. 

Approved—JNO. ROSS. 
o:o 

Be it enacted by the N<xt>onal Council, That an addition­
al Precinct be, and the s line is hereby est ibhshed, at Cah-
ler-taw-lar-tee's, on Canadian River, in Ciindiau District. 

Tahlequah Noetmber 2 >th, 185 '. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 
Be it enacted by the National Council, T in t an Act pass­

ed October 23th, 1848, appoint tug Jesse Wolf, keeper of 
the public bui dings at T ih'eqmh, is hereby repei'ed; and 

.that Johnson Foreman be, and he is hereby appointed keeper 
of said public builditiiis—without any compensitim for the 
same. He shill however, be aeon i t ibe for any injury that 
any of the public buildups, or the fencing around the public 
square may sustain, whi e under his charge. 

Tahlequah, 09th November, 185). 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

http://Th.it
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Be it enacted by the National Council, That an additional 
precinct be, and the same is hereby established at the meeting 
house, neir Killer Moore's, on Fourteen Mile Creek, in Tali-
lequih District. 

Tahlequah, November 29fA, 1850. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 

An Act making appropriation for the purchase of Boohs for 
the Public Schools. 

He it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of 
three hundred dollars, be, and the s^nie i* hereby appropriat­
ed, out of any money in the Treasury belonging to the School 
fund, not otherwise appropriated, for the purchase <>f Books 
«id Stationary, for the public Schools for the year 1851. 

lie it further enacted, That the sum of thirty-four dollars 
*nd twenty-four cents, be, and is hereby appropriated out of 
any money in the Treasury belonging to the School fund, not 
otherwise appropriated, to pay balance due on account of 
purchase of, and freight on school books, bought under the 
appropriation oJ 1849; and the Principal Chief is hereby au­
thorized to draw warrants in favor of the Sirperinteudent of 
Public Schools, for the sums appropriated by this Act. 

Tahlequah, December 2d, 18511. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 

Me it enartid by tJie National Council, That the Principal 
Chief be, and he is hereby directed to retain the sum of fif­
teen dollars out of the nniount impropriated, in f.ivor of Geo. 
M. Lavender, in the Act m iking appr< printiens for warrant 
claims, dated November 20th, 1850, the same being an error 
in favor of the siid Lavender. 

Tahlequah, Decunhr 2f/, 1^50. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 

Be it resolved by tin National Council, T i n t it is expe­
dient to send on to Washington city without delay, a special 
Delegate. «•'"" •• duty it sh^ll be to convey to the Comrnis* 
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«toners of Ind ian Affairs, the census roll of that portion of 
the Cherokees denominated Emigrants. 

Be it further resolved, Tha t said Delegate be, and he is 
hereby authorized to request, and urge the propriety of the 
payment of the per capita, due the Emigrants, at Tahlequah, 
through one of the United States disbursnig Agents. 

Tahkquah, 15th, October 1851. 
Approved—JNO. R O S S . 

0:0 

"WirrnEts, the present system of corporeal punishment i< 
contriry to the spirit of civilization; has not diminished crime 
in our country; is degiading to the spirit of freemen; and ha» 
been long since tried and a .oli&'ied by the most chi l ized na­
tions of the world: 

A v n Wnr.REAS. the sy-tem of imprisonment renders thft 
escape of offenders against the law less liable to take place; 
will h:ve a great tendency to deter from crime, and will af­
ford a me 11* to enable us to di-criminate by law between the 
different degrees of m; n-^'a'ighter, and better to proportion 
the punishment in all cases to the degree of offence: 

Then fore be it enartid by the National Cmiriiil, Tha t in­
expedient to erect a National Jail at our seat of Government. 

13c it further enacted, T h a t the National Treasurer and 
Jesse Wo'f, be, and are hereby authorized to select the site 
and to contract with Messrs. VVm. Rennet and G. W, I lawes , 
who shall be required to give good bond for the faithful per­
formance of their contract; which slull not exceed eighteen 
hundred and seventy-nine dollar*;, for the erection and com­
pletion before the first d.iv of September, 185-2, of a National 
Jail, of the following description—viz: S l id Jail shall b t 
built of stone, each of which sh-o'l not be less than two and a 
half feet in size, and have a found ition two feet deep: it shall 
be twenty-six feet wide, and forty-feet long; and have an up­
per story, with stairway leading to the same. T h e height 
from each floor to the ceiling rha'l be nine feet. T h e outer 
walls shall be two and a half feet thick up to the second floor, 
and from thence, they shall be two feet thick. At one end 
of the building, there shall be an iron door opening into a 
room, ten by fourteen feet, and hiving a grated window three 
feet square. Adjoining said room, there shall be another 
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room six and a half, by ten feet, having likewise a grated 
window three feet square. The door between these room», 
which are designed for the use of the Jailor, shaJI be of oak, 
and two inches thick. Leading from the largest of these 
rooms, there shall be an iron door, opening into a hall, six feet 
wide, and running through the entire centre of the building. 
On each side of the hall there shall be five apartments or 
cells, each four feet wide, and six and a half feet long, with 
a grated window one foot square, and a door made of two 
inch plank, with an opening in the same, ten inches square. 
All the partitions, on the first floor to be of brick, and one 
foot thick. The floors shall be laid with oak plank, two 
inches thick. The upper story shall be divided by partitions 
of oak plank two inches thick, into lour equal sized rooms. 
Each of these rooms shall have a grated window one finrt 
square, and a door of two inch oak plank, with an opening 
in the same ten inches square. The upper rooms shall be 
ceiled over he id with «<ak p'ank two inches thick Eich 
door to have suitable locks. The building shall be covered 
with good shin.des, showing one third to the air. 

Tahlequak, 20.*A October, fSSl. 

Approved— JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 

An Act for tlie relief of Pike Fish and Cold Weather. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the claim of 
Pike Fish and Cold Weather, for services rendered the Na­
tion, in pursuit of certain horse-thieves named in their claim, 
for seven dnllnrs each, be, and the same is hereby allowed; 
and the Committee on Claims, are authorised to register the 
came, to be placed on the wtrrnit appropriation bill. 

Tahkquah, October 21.sf, 1851. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 

Be it enacffd ly the National Council, That from and 
after the passige of this Act, it shall be the duty of the Su­
perintendent of Public Schools to make his anuu il report to 
the Principd Chief one week previous to <he session of the 
National Council 
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lie it further enacted, That should said Superintendent 
fail in complying with the above Act, he shall be fined in 
the sum of twenty-five dollars, (unless rendering a reasonable 
excuse 10 the Council) for each and every such offence—to 
be deducted from his salary. 

Tahiequahl October 2lst, 18*1. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 • 
Resolutions directing the assembling of the Cherokee People 

in Council. 

Resolved by the National Council, That the Principal Chief 
be, and he is hereby authorised and requested to ij-sue his pro­
clamation, inviting the u hole Cherokee pe<p'e, to assemble 
in General C< uncil, at Tahlequ.ih, at such Mne as he may 
deem expedient by him and his Counsel; after due notice 
having been given thereof, for the purpose of taking into con­
sideration the impoitance of providing means for the payment 
of the N.tionil debt. 

Resolved furt/ur. That when the people shall have so as­
sembled in Co'incil, the Principal Chief shall pre.^eni or cause 
to be pns. nted to tl.ein the amount of the Public Debt, and 
the annual receipts of the Treasury subject tq^the payment of 
the same, and to reci mmend to the pe< pie the expediency 
and pr< p re y of retroceding to the United States the tract 
of land known as the "iN'eiitral Land," and the investment of 
the principal, and the pppropri-itioji of the interest to the 
payment of the National debt; until that shall have been 
done, and then to be applied as the National C« uncil may 
direct. 

Resolved further. That the Principal Chief is also hereby 
authorized and requested to make all necessary arrangements 
for the accommodation of the people while assembled in com» 
pliance of the foregoing resolutions. 

Tahletptah, 23d October, 1851. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o;i , 
An Act in relation to Eleelion. 

• Be it enacted by the Nat'final Council, That from and after 
the passage of this Act, it shall be the duty of the District 
Judge to appoint two,- instead of one Clerk! of elections, a| 
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"each precinct. And it shall be the duty of one of the Clerks 
to observe how each vote is recorded by the other Clerk, so 
that no mistake shall be made therein. 

Be. it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Su­
perintendents and Clerks at each precinct of elections, to 
count all votes legally given, to state the amount which 
each candidate has received, and to sign the register or list 
of votes before leaving the room in which the eiecti<n takes 
place. 

Be. it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
Sheriff in each District, to convey to the Principal Chief, the 
election returns without delay. 

Be, it further matted, That any Judge or Clerk of an 
election who shall fail in performing the requirements of the 
law as embraced in this Act, and the Acts passed iN'ovember 
4th, 1840, and January 11th, 1845, shall be fined in a sum 
not le&s than thirty dollars and cost of suit: and no property 
shall be exempt from sale to satisfy such fine and cost, mid 
all such fines when collected, to be paid into the National 
Treasury. 

Be it further enacted. That each Judcre and Clerk of the 
elections, shall before they ent'-r upon the discharge of their 
duties, take the following oath: "1 do solemnly swear that I 
will conduct the elections, and per orin the duties required 
of me, truly and impartiallv, according to the provisions of 
the Acts in relation to elections." 

Be. it further oiattcd, That so much of all previous act.9, 
as militate against this act, be and are hereby repealed. 

Tahlcquah, October 29th, 1851. 

o:o 

Be it enacted by thr National Council, That that part of 
the laws passed October ttOth, 1848, and 1849, which au-

. thorize* the printing of the laws of the Cherokee Nation, and 
of binding the English part of the same with that part of it 
translated into the Cherokee language, into one volume, be 
BO amended as to separate the English from the Cherokee, 
and that they be bound separately. 
" Be it Jurthcr enacted, That so much of said laws that may 
have already been printed, be delivered over to some suitable 
jbook-binder, by the Editor of the Cherokee Advocate, so that 
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they may be in a course of preparation for binding, and be 
ready when the last form is struck off to finish the same. 

Be it further enacted, T h a t the price of said books, when 
finished, shall be sold per volume, Cheroke a and English, for 
one dollar and fifty cent*, by the Editor of the Cherokee Ad­
vocate. 

Tahkquah, October 29th, 1851. 
Approved—JNO. R O S S . 

o:o 
Resolutions authorizing the improving and securing of the 

Ration ' I £ty >iarr. 
Resolrcd by the National Council, T i n t R. D. Ross and 

Jay Hicks be appointed a Committee for the purpose of im­
proving and securing the National Square, and tiiov be au­
thorized for the accomplishment of that purpose to contract 
with such responsible person as they may make choice of. 

Resolved further, T h a t said Committee shall contract for 
the following .-ervices (namely): T o plant shade trees within 
the limits of the square, in such place, in such number, and 
of such kind as the Committee shall determine,—to sow blue 
grass over the ground comprehended within the square—to 
keep the square at all times throughout the year in a state of 
cleanliness—to exercise watch and supervision over the same; 
keeping both from unwarrantable intrusion, and at all times 
in readiness for national use. 

Resolved further, Tha t any person or persons, who shall, 
upon accusation of the keeper of the square be convicted of 
unwarrantable intru'-ion up.in the grounds or buildings of the 
same to thHr injury, shall be fined in a sum of fiity dollars— 
one half of which t-hall be recovered for the benefit of the 
keeper, the other half for the National Treasury. 

lit solvedjurther, T h a t the Nation shall be responsible for 
any sum not exceeding fifty dollar.-, which the Committee 
may engage for the faithful performance of the sen ices men­
tioned in the foregoing resolutions. 

Tuhlemiah, Odobir 30th, 1K51. 
Approved—JNO. R O S S . 

o:o 
An amendment to an Add fining the duties of tin Treasurer. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, Tha t from and 
after the passage of this Act , the National T r e isurer shall be 
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fined in the sum of twenty-fire dollars (unless rendering a 
reasonable excuse to the Council) for each and every failure 
to render in his annual report during the first week of the 
session of the National Council, according to the act passed 
October 31st, 1849; and that the above fine shall be deducted 
from his salary. 

Tahkquah, Ociaber 29</J 1851. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:n 
An Act to amwd an ait entiti-d "An A-t to sell Stray 

Prop riy for Prompt Paymmt. 
Jif it enacted by the. National Council, Th it the act pass­

ed October 16th, 1846, requiring the Sheriffs to sell stray 
proper y for prompt payment be so amended and enlarged, 
that it shall be the additionil duty of the Sheriffof each dis­
trict to keep a correct account of the facts of each and every 
sale of stray property sold by him—what amount received, 
from whom, at what time, the description of the property sold, 
&.C.; and thnt said account be annually rendered into the Na­
tional Council in the form of a register at the same time re­
quired by law for the presentation of the registers of the 
Sheriffs. 

lie it further enacted, That each sale of Stray property 
made by the Sheriff shall be by hiui reported to the District 
Jud^e, within ten d.iys after the occurence of the sale, and 
that the District Judge be re juired to record the same in a 
book kept by him lor that purpose. 

Br if furfur enacted, T i n t in case any District Judge, 
or Sheriff, f ils or omits to complv with the requirements im­
posed by this act, he shall be fined in the sum oi five dollars 
for each f li'ure or omission. This act to take effect from 
and after the first of J inu iry, 1852. 

Tahltquah, Nuwmh<r 3d, IS5I. 
T H O S . F. T A Y L O R , Pres't N. Com. 

Concurred with the following amendment last section after 
the word 'omission:' and thu the slid fi les be deducted from 
the salaries of the afores lid Jud/es and Sueriffs for the bene­
fit of the Nationa1 Treasury; and also that it is made the duty 
of the District Judges to render their registers at the com­
mencement of each session of the National Council. 

LUNEY RILEY, Speaker N. Cmwil 
Approved—JNO, ROSS.. 
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An Act to amend an Art Prohibiting the Introduction and 
Vending of Spirituous Liquors. 

Be it rnarted by the. National Coitnrif, That the second 
section of the art in relation to Spirituous Liquors, passed 
October 25th, 1841, he; and is hereby so amended as to read 
as follows: That any person or person*-, who may be found 
guilty, before any of the courts of this Nation, of violating the 
above act, he she or they shill be fined in a sum not less than 
ten, nor more than five hundred dollars, at the discretion of 
the court; and no prcperty shall be exempt from the payment 
of any fine thus imposed. 

Be it further ma/fed. That one half of all fines collected 
under this act shall be paid into the National Treisury, one 
fourth to the inform-r and one fourth, to the Sheriff who re­
ports the violation of this j-cf. 

Be it further matted. That f>>r the failure on the part of 
any Solicit r or Sheriff to comply with the duties herein re­
quired, t ie sum of $25 shall be deducted from the salary of 
such Solicitor or Sheriff so offending. This act to take ef­
fect from and after the adjournment of the present session of 
the Council. 

Tahlequah, November 4th, 1850. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act changing the name of Skin Bayou District. 

Beit ena>trd by the National Council, That the name of 
Skin Bayou District be, and the same is hereby changed, and 
that the said District shall be called from and after the pas­
sage of this art, Si-quo-yah: and so much of the act passed 
November 4th, 1840, as militates against this act be and the 
same is hereby repealed. 

Tahlequah', November Ath, 1851. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act appropriating three hundred and seventy eight dollars. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the sum of 
three hundred dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated 



228 

out of any monies in the National Treasury, not otherwise ap­
propriated belonging to the school fund, for the use and ben­
efit of Walter S. Ad sir, the imnc beiiiT for hi* services as Su­
perintendent of Schools for the yc ir LSSl. 

Be it further cnactid. That the sum of seventy ei^ht dol­
lars belonging to the School fund be, and the same is liereby 
appropriated out of the Treasury, the same being the amount 
due for books purchased by D. II. Iloss, for the use of.the 
Public Schools. 

Be it further enacted, That the Principal Chief be, and 
he is hereby authorized to druv warrants for the above 
amounts in the name cf W. S. Adair. 

Tahlequah, November 6th, J 850. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

• o:o 

Be it Resolved by the National Council, That the Sheriff 
of Tahlequah District be, and is hereby authorized and di­
rected to appoint five suitable assistants, and if deemed ne­
cessary by him, five others, xvho^e duty is hereby made to ex­
ert themselves in preserving order about the Council Ground 
during the session of the Council. 

Beit further Resolved, That said assistants are hereby em­
powered and directed to search for, and to waste all whiskey, 
or other spirituous liquors that they may find within ten miles 
of Tahlequah; and also to arrest and confine, until they be­
come sober, any drunken persons, or any others who may be­
have disorderly. % 

Be it further Resolved, That said assistants are further.re-
quired to report to the District Solicitor all cases of gambling 
which may come within their notice. 

Be it further Resolved, That said assistants are hereby 
particularly requested to be vigilant in attending to their du­
ties during the general convention of the people on the 17th 
instant. 

Be it further Resolved, That said assistants shall be paid 
out of the National Treasury, the same salary as is allowed 
for guarding. 

Tahlquah, Nov. 7th, 1851. 
T H O S . F . TAYLOR, Pres't Com. , 

Approved—JNO. ROSS. 
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Resolvedly the National Committee, That the Executive 
be, and they are hereby authorized and requested to purchase 
one dozen of comroon chairs, for the use of the Executive 
and Select Committee on claims, and also fire dogs, shov­
el and tongs for each of said departments; and that the Na­
tion shall be responsible for the same, payable in cash on or 
before the expiration of the present session of the National 
Council. 

Tahlequah, 7th November, 1851. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act to provide an Office in the Town of Tahlequah for 
the Superintendent of Public Schools. 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Su­
perintendent, of Public Schools be, and he is required to keep 
his office in ihe bullring prepared for the Treasurer, in the 
town of Tahlequah, .it which place he shall receive the re­
ports of the Directors of the Public Schools, at the close of 
.each session. 

Be it further enacted, That the Superintendent is hereby 
authorized to have made a suitable book case with locks and 
keys in the building abovementioned, for the deposit and safe­
keeping of the books and papers belonging to his office, and 
also for the keeping of school books, stationary, &.c. for the 
use of the Public Schools. The Principal Chief is hereby 
authorized to draw a warrant on the School Fund for the 
payment of the work upon the certificate of the Superintend­
ent. 

Tahlequah, November 7th, 1851. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

Resolved by the National Council, That the Cooks who 
may be employed for that purpose during the general meet­
ing of the Cherokee People, which is to take place at Tahle­
quah on the 17th inst. shall be paid for their services out of 
the National Treasury four dollars per day, including com­
ing from and returning home. 

35 
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Be it further resolved, T h a t there be elected by the Na­
tional Council, a suitable individual to act as commissary du­
r ing said meeting, who shall be paid, for his services, one 
dollar and ahalf per day out of the Treasury . 

Tahkquah, JSovcmber Mth, 1851 . 
A p p r o v e d — J N O . R O S S . 

0:0 
An Act to provide ways and m<CMS for the payment of the 

National Debt. 

W H E R E A S , the prosperity nnd fair fame of the Cherokee 
Nat ion demand the early payment of the outstanding debt 
•which has so long repressed its energy and prospects, and 

W H E R E A S , the retrocession to the United States, of the 
eight hundred thousand acres of land commonly known or 
designated as the ' 'Neu t ia l L a n d " purchased under the treaty 
of 18:15—'G, presents the earliest, most expeditious, nnd most 
advantageous method of accomplishing t las great object; there­
fore, 

Bo it tnactorlhi/ ill- National Council, T h a t the National 
Council , do hereby recommend to their constituents, the re­
trocession of said land to the United States. 

lie it furihtr enacted, T h a t in case this recommendation 
meets the approvil of the Cher kce pec pic and is perfected,, 
the sum obtained therefor, shall be invested in safe and pro­
ductive State or United States stock, and the interest thereon 
shall bs collected and applied remi-anntially to the payment 
of the National Debt NOW outstanding against the Cherokee 
Nation, in the order in which it has been incurred, till the 
whole of said debt shall be paid. 

Be it further enacted, T h a t when the existing National 
debt has been finally paid, the intere-t of said investment 
shall be app.ied rmnually as follows, to wit: One half to the 
support o{ education in the Cherokee Nat ion, and one-fourth 
of the balance shall be applied to the present orphan fund, 
and the remaining balance shall be subject to the disposal of 
the N itioml Council . 

B it furthir eiuifted, T h a t so soon as the foregoing act 
have been consented to and ratified by the Cherokee people 
in general Council Convened, the Principal Chief shall be 
authorized to appoint, by and with the advice and consent of 
t h e National Commit 'ee , a de'egation of three p1 rsens who 
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shall be empowered to o r ry out the same by treaty with the 
Government of the United Stites. 

Be it furt'ur matted. Tint the Principal Chief do eon-
rene the Cherokee peop'e in general Council at Talilequah, 
the 2'Jtli d-iy of November 1851, fur the purpose of submit­
ting io tliesn the foregoing act fur ijieir consideration and 
action. 

lie it furthtr mated, T in t the Principal Chief be, and 
he is hereby requested to co-rperate with the National Coun-
ci', in bringing before the peop'e when assembled, the amount 
of the National debt, and the importance of providing means 
for the p lyment of the same. And also to make ail necessa­
ry arnugements fir the nccommod ition of the pecple while 
assembled in compliance of the foregoing act. 

Be it fnrtkir mattsd, T in t the Delegation appointed un­
der the provisions of tjii-s act, shall be instructed to urge upon 
theG vemment of the United Stites the propriety of locating 
some Indian tribe on the said land, (known as the neutral 
hnd,) in cise of the retrocession of the same to the United 
States Government. 

TahUquah, 5th November, 1851. 
THOS. F. TAYLOR, Pres't Nat. Com. 

Concurred with the following amendment, to section 8th, 
4th line, "say Monchv November 17th, 1851." 

LUNEY RILEY, Speaker Council. 
Concurred—THOS. F. TAYLOR, Pro't Nat. Com. 

Ratified by the people of the Cherokee Nation, in general 
Council nssemb.ed at Tahlequah November 19th, 1851. 

JiNO. ROSS. 
JOHN F BOOT, President, 
JOHN SPEARS, Vice Do. of the Convention. 

o:o 

Reolvcd ly the National Council, That the Commissary 
for the present meeting—II. D. Reese be, and he is hereby 
authorised to parch ise fifty bushels of corn at the expense of 
the Nation, for the accommodation of the Cherokee people 
who «re and miy be in attendance at Tahlequah, and that he 
be required to issue half peck per night for each horse. 

Talilequah, l$th November, 1851. 
Approved—J^O. ROSS, 
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An Act creating a?i Auditor of Accounts. 

Be it enacted by tic National Council, That there shall 
he appointed by the Principal Chief by and with the consent 
of the National Committee, an officer to be styled the Audit­
or of Accounts, who shall hold his office for the term of two 
years, and be entitled to a compensation of one hundred and 
fifty dollars per annum. 

lie it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Au­
ditor of Accounts, to keep the office at the seat of Govern­
ment of the Cherokee Nation, and receive and register all 
certificates provided for by law, for services rendered the Na­
tion that may be presented for that purpose by the owners or 
holders thereof between the first day of August and the first 
day of October of each year, carefully mark across the face 
all those registered by him and tho^e rejected by him, and 
report the same, both the register thereof under his certifi­
cate, to the Principal Chief on the first .Monday in October 
of each year, to be laid before the National Committee for 
their examination and action. 

Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of all offi­
cers authorised to issue certificates for services rendered the 
Nation, and who are now required to present certified regis­
ters of the same to the National Council to present the said 
registers under like requirements and penalties to said Audit­
or of Accounts on or before the 1st day of Aug. of each year. 

Be it further cna< t-e/, That the National Council shall at its 
regular session, act upon the register and the certificates thus 
presented by the Auditor of Accounts, but upon no others 
except those tint may be issued by the Executive and Judges 
of the Supreme Court, during the session of theNat'l Council. 

Be it •further nuiettd, T i n t an Act passed October 11th, 
1849, requiring all certificates to be presented at the f-e=sinn 
of the National Council next convened after their rl'ite, to be 
so amended as to require them to be presented to the Auditor 
of Accounts, on or before the first of August and the first day 
of October following their d ite. 

Be it furthir ciia. tuf. T in t the Auditor of Accounts, be­
fore entering upon the discharge of h> duties, shall be requir­
ed to take an oath for the fiithful performance of the' same. 

Tahlcquah, November Idfh, 1K5I. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 
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An Act making an appropriation for the support of the pub­
lic Schools for the ytar lto'2. 

JBe it enacted by the Nat'onal Counti/, That the sum of 
seven thousand five hundred doll irs be, and the same is here­
by appropriated out of anv money in the National Treasury 
belonging to the general School Fund, not otherwise appro­
priated, for the support of the several public Schools, the 
ensuing year, 185"2. 

Be it further inacted, T i n t the sum of three thousand six 
hundred dollars, be, and the «ante is hereby appropriated out 
of any money in the National Treasury belonjrinjr to the Or­
phan fund, not othervvi-e appropriated, for the clothing and 
board of the several Orphan--, who may be attending the pub­
lic Schools as scholars, the ensuing \car l>'-">'2. 

Tahkquah, November 25M, lr-51. 
Approved—JXO. I I O S S . 

0:0 • 

An act incrrat-in.tr the Dihgallon. 

lie it enacted by th- Nat'onal Count!/, T i n t the act au­
thorizing the appointment <'i' a D^'e^ition to proceed to 
Washington city be and the same i1- hereby so amended as to 
authorize the appointment ( f five iiwc.sd of three persons. 

Tahlequah, Moth November, H o i . 
Approved—JNO. R O S S . 

0:0 

An act to amend "An act aut'iorizin^ the appointment of 
an Examining liu-trcl." 

lie it enacted by the Nation"! Council, T i n t an act cn-
ltlled "A n act authorizing the appointment of an examining 
Board," be, and the same is hereby amended so is to require 
the said Board, previous to emp oy nent to exiot of each 
candidate for the office of T o :cher 111 anv < f the Public 
Schools, a declaration of his belief in the truth i f the Chris­
tian religion and a credible certificit" 1 f go< d moral charac­
ter, signed by at least three person-* of his acquaintance. 

http://incrrat-in.tr
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Be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for-
the Superintendent of Public Schools, to employ any person 
as a Teacher who may have failed to maintain» such good 
moral character while teaching. 

Tahiequah, 25th November, 1851. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

WHEREAS, the people of the Cherokee Nation in general 
Council assembled, at Tahiequah, on the 19th day of Novemj 

ber, 1851, for the purpose of taking into consideration, the 
subject of providing means for the discharge of the Public 
Debt—having requested and instructed their representatives 
in National Council, to pass an act v.hich shall provide that, 
from the sum to be distributed I*ir Capita among the late 
Emigrants five per cent shall be deducted and paid over into 
the Treasury of the Nation: and that out of thot sum so de­
ducted and paid over the proper authorities of the Nation, 
shall pay to Gen. Waddy Thompson and Mr. Arnold Harris, 
the amount that may be due thein for their services as Attor­
neys under a contract with the auih^'I^eJ Delegation of the 
Nation in 184G; Therefore, 

lie it enacted by the Katiurcl Council, That the Principal 
Chief, the president of the National Committee, and Charles 
Landrum be, and they are hereby authorized and empowered 
to make a settlement with the sail Waddy Thompson and 
Arnold Harris, under the contract reljrrol to above: and after 
the balance due them lias been ; "ccrtaiucJ, it shall he the 
duty of the Treasurer of tiie Nnfiun to u.->k for and receive 
from the disbursing officer of the (Ji,i,ed States ha- ing charge 
of the said Per Capita money due the Emigrant Cherokee*, 
west of the Mississippi, the ainoim: so f',n>.d ui.e '.ud to pay 
the same over to the above named Waddy Thomp-ou and 
Arnold Harris, or their legally authorized Agents, upon war­
rants drawn therefore by the Principal Chief. 

Tahiequah, 26th November, i bo i . 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

W H E R E A S , it would be of great advantage to the claimants 
to have the Per Capita money paid at Tahiequah, it being the 
most central post of the Nation, aud also affording the best 
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means of entertainment, and whereas, the people generally 
have expressed their desire to this effect. Be it resolved by 
the National Council, that the Principal Chief request the 
Superintendent or whoever may disburse the same, to dis­
burse it at the Town of Tahlequah. 

Tahlequah, 26J*A November, 1851. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 

Resolved by the National Council, That the Principal 
Chief, be, and is hereby authorised to fill any vacancy which 
may occur in the Committee appointed, (under the provisions 
of the law imposing a tax on the Emigrant per capita, passed 
November 27th, '51,) to ascertain the amount which may 
be due Gen. Waddy Thompson and Mr. Arnold Harris, by 
selecting some other member of the National Committee. 

Tahlequah, November 27//«, 1£~A. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

0:0 
An Act for the benefit of Walter H. Ada'r and Thomas 

F. Taylor. 

He it enacted by the Notional Council, That the sum of 
five hundred dollars each, be and the same is hereby allowed 
to Walter S. Adair and Thomas F. Taylor out of the Nation­
al Treasury. 

Be it further enacted, T in ' t V sum of one thousand dol­
lars in cash be, and the s nne 1- hereby appropriated out of 
nny money in the Trei-ury m.f < thcrwi'-e impropriated, for 
the use and benefit of W. K. A I sir and Thomas F. Taylor, 
(five hundred dollars each,) accv , • b ^ to the [ roikions above, 
and that the Principal Chief 1 e, end he is hereby authorised 
to draw hi 1 warrants for the same. 

Tahlirihah,-Villi November, 1 ">5. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

An Act increasing th • />V lory of Shcrijs 

Be it enacted by the Natifwl Coitnn/. That from and 
after the passage of' this Act, tV salary of the Sheriffs of the 
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several Districts shall be fn\> hundred dollars per annum each, 
payable in money, and the provision of any Act to the con­
trary is hereby repealed. 

Tahlcquah, November ^lth, 18ol . 
Approved—JNO. R O S S . 

o: o 

Be it cnarttd by the National Ciinieil, T i n t permission 
be, and is hereby granted to the Aiiieriein B >ard of Minions 
to establish Mis-ion S t i t i o j m>rth-we-t of T d i V p i Ji, in the 
neighborhood of Koler M'x re ' - , on Fourteen Mi e Creek, in 
Tahlequih District, Cherokee N ' t i on : f< r tlu-- p-irp ise of car­
ry in jr on their labors in the iik-truction and improvement of 
the Cherokee penp'e. 

Tahliquah, Novifttbir "27th, 1S51. 
Approved—J NO. R O S S . 

>:o 

Be it aim ted bit the N.if'nnal Ci-nrU, T i n t the =aim of 
three hundred and sixty dollars he, >i.d l i e -aiee i> hereby 
appropriated out of nt>v money in the T r e a - u r ; not other­
wise nppropri tted, for the purrha-e of p->per and Upo, for 
the use of the office of the, ' 'nornk»e Advocate, and the 
Principal Chief is hereby aiidiori-od to drnv a w i rnn t in 
favor of the Editor of the Cherokee Adv c u e ft r the Mine. 

Tahlequah, Nooembtr 2d tit, I S.">|. 
A p p r o v e d — J N O . R O S S . 

0:0 

An Act making ajypropriatin 1 for t'tr Seminaries for the 
yer,r I? ~j>\ -2. 

Be it ena.trd by the Notionp' C-rtvril, T h a t the following 
sums, or so much thereof as :>> iy be nece>-nry, he and they 
are hereby appropriated out of ;>nv mo,r>v in tie» Treasury 
belonging to the sch.w! fund, n it. otherwise appropriated, tor 
the following named objects, to wit: 

For Teachers ' Salar ies—two thousand eight hundred dol­
lars; 



237 

For provisions and incedintals—Three thousand dollars, 
For Bedding, Books, Stationary, &c,—One thousand dol­

lars. 
Be it further enacted, that the Principal Chief be, and he 

is hereby authorized to draw Warrants for the same in ac­
cordance with the provisions of the act establishing the 
Cherokee Male and Female Seminaries, dated November 
12th 1847. 

Tahlcquah November 29*«, 1851. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the Principal 
Chief be, and he is hereby authorized and requested lo ten­
der the use of the Court House to the Superintendent or dis­
bursing1 officer, who may have chargo of the Emigrant per 
capita, for the purpose of having the same disbursed at Tali­
lequah. 

lie it further enacted. That in case the disbursement be 
made at TaliJequah, the Sheriff of Tahlcquah District be, and 
he is hereby authorized to summon and bring into service 
such guard as may be necessary for the prosecution of order 
in the town of Talilequah and vicinity, during the term of 
such disbursement. 

Tahlcquah, November 29th, 1851. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 

o:o 

An Act making appropriation to defray the Expanses of the 
DtltffdLo.-i, and fixing their Compensation. 

Be it enacted by fie National Council, That the sum of 
five th'Hi^ind dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriat­
ed, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro­
priated, to defrrv the expenses of the Delegation, appointed 
to go to Washington citv. 

Be it furtive «nnttccl. That eicli Delegate shall be allow­
ed a compen.-aiion of ihrcc dollars per day, uhile absent in 
the service of the Nation, and shall be required to keep a 
correct account of his necessary expenses. 
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Be it further mqrtcd, Th i t the Principal ChieT be, and 
he is hereby authorized to fill any vacancy which may occur 
in the said Delegation. 

TahkquaJt, December 1st, 1851. 
Approved— JNO. ROSS. 

— 0 : 0 

An Act authorizing the enclosing of the Court House ct 
'TaJiLquah, 

Be it cnactetl by tlte National Council, That the Treasurer 
be, and he is hereby authorized to have the lot «in which the 
Court House at Tahleqti ih is* located, enclosed by'a rail-fence, 
corresponding with tint which surround* the public square; 
Provided, the same shall net cost more than one doHar per 
panuel. 

Tahlcquah, December !<./. 1S,">1. 
THOS F. TAYLOR, Pra't Cow. 

Concurred with the following amendment: That there shall 
be two gates made to the said enclosure, one opposite each 
door of the Court lit use. 

LUNEY RILEY, Speaker Council. 
Concurred hi the amendment. 

T. TAYLOR, Pra't Com. 
. — 0 : 0 — 

WHCUCAS, it has been deemed expedient and advisable, 
to send a Delegation to Washington city, to represent tho 
Cherokee Nation, fmd, 

WHERE \s , Jno. llo^s Principal Chief, Joseph Vurn, Jimes 
Kell, Thonus Pegg, and Lewis Dovwntig, have been duly 
and regularly appointed to compose said Delegation, There­
fore, 

Be it enacted by the National Council, That the before 
named Jno. Ros*, Principal Chif f, Joseph V.inu, Jas. Kell, 
Thomas Pegg, and L&wis Downing, be and they are hereby 
duly authorized Delegates to proceed to Washington city, 
and are vested with iufl powers, to act for and in behalf of 
the Cherok.ee Nation, in pr< secuting and adjusting by ne­
gotiation or otherwise all matters of interest that may be 
pending between the Cherokee Nation and United States, 

http://Cherok.ee
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lie it further enacted, that should any vacancy occur in 
the said Delegation, the Principal Chief be, and he is hereby 
empowered to fill the same by appointment. 

Tahlrquah December 1st. 1851. 
Approved—JNO. ROSS. 
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