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LAWS

OF

THE CHEROKEE NATION.

0:0

Resolved by the Chiefs and Warriors in a Nutional Coun-
eil assembled, That it shall be, and is hereby authorized,
for the regulating parties to be organized to consist of six
men in each company; one Captain, one Licutenant and four
privates, to continue in service for the term of one year, whose
duties it shall be to suppress horse stealing and robbery of
other property within their rcspective bounds, who shall be
paid out of the National annuity, at the rates of fifty dollars
to each Captain, forty to the Lieutcnant, and thirty dollars to
each of the privates; and to give their protection to children
as heirs to their father’s property, and to the widow’s share
whom he may have had children by or cohabited with, as his
wife, at the time of his dccecase, and in case a father shall
leave or will any property to a child at the time of his decease,
which he may have had by another woman, then, his present
wife shall be entitled to receive any such property as may be
left by him or them, when substantiated by two or one disin-
terested witnesses.

Be it resolved by the Council aforesaid, When any person
or persons which may or shall be charged with stealing a
horse, and wpon conviction by one or two witnesses, he, she,
or they, shall be punished with one hundred stripes on the
bare back, and the punishment to be in porportion for stealing
property of less value; and should the accused person or per-
sons raise up with arms in his or their hands, as guns, axes,
spears and knives, in opposition to the regulating company,
or should they kill him or them, the blood of him or them
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shall not be required of any of the persons belonging to the
regulators from the clan the person so killed belonged to.
Accepted.—BLACK FOX, Principal Chief,
PATH KILLER, Sec’d.
TOOCHALAR.
CHAS. HICKS, Sec’y to Council.
Brooms Town, 11th Sept., 1808,

0:0

Be it known, That this day, tire various clans or tribes
which compose the Cherokee Nation, have unanimously pas-
sed an act of oblivion for ail lives for which they may have
heen indebted, one to the other, and have mutually agreed
thiat after this evening the aforesaid act shall become binding
upon every clan or tribe; and the aforesaid clans or tribes,
Liave also agreed that if, in future, any life should be lost with-
out malice intended, the innocent aggressor shall not be ac-
counted guilty.

Be it known, also, That should it happen that a brother,
forgetting his natural affection, should raise his hand in anger
wnd kill his brother, he shall be accounted guilty of murder
and suffer accordingly, and if a man has a horse stolen, and
overtakes the theif, and should his anger be so great asto
cause him to kill him, let his blood remain on his own con-
science, but no satisfaction shall be demanded for his life
trom his relatives or’the clan he may belong to.

By order of the seven clans.

TURTLE AT HOME,
Speaker of Council.
Approved. —BLACK FOX, Principal Chief,
PATH KILLER, Sec’d,
TOOCHALER.
CHAS. HICKS, Sec’y to the Council.
Qostanallah, April 10, 1810.

0:0

Wuereas, fifty-four towns and villages have convened in
order to deliberate and consider on the situation of  our Na-
tion, in the disposition of our common property of lands, with-
out the unanimous consent of the members of Council, and
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in order to obviate the evil consequences resulting in such
course, we have unanimously adopted the following form for
the future government of our Nation.

Arr. Ist. Tt is unanimously agreed that there shall be
thirteen members elected as a Standing Committee for the
term of two years, at the eud of which term they shall be
cither re-elected or others; and in consequence of the death
or resignation of anv of said Committee, our head Chiefs shali
elect another to fill the vacancy.

Art. 2d, The affairs of the Cherokee Nation shall be
committed to the care of the Standing Committee; but the
acts of this body shall not be binding on the Nation in our
commeon property and without the unanimous conseat of the
members and Chiefs of the Council, which they shall present
for their acceptance or dissent.

Art. 3d. The authority and claim of our common pro-
perty shall cease with the person or persons who shall think
poper to remove themselves without the limits ¢f the Chero-
kee Nation.

Art. 4th. The improvements and labors of our people by
tl:e mother’s side shall be inviolate durmg the time of thetr
occupancy.

Arr. 5th, This Committce shall settle with the Agency
for our annual stipend, and report their proceedings to the
members and Chiefs in Council; but the friendly communi
cations between our head Chiefs and the Agency shall remain
free and open.

Art. 6th. The above articles for our government, may
be amended at our electional term, and the Committee is
hereby rcquired t» be governed by the above articles, and the
Chiefs and Warr:ors in Ceuncil, unanimously pledge them-
selves to observe strictly the contents of the above articles.—
Whereunto we have set our hands and seals at Amoah, this
6th day of May, one thousand eight hundred and seventeen,

Approved in <'ouncil, on the day and date abuve written.

EHNAUTAUNAUEH,
Speaker of the Council.

Approved of the within government by the head Chief,
PATH KILLER.
A. McCOY, Sec’y to the Council.
CHAS. HICKS.
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Unzanimeusly coreed, That schoolmasters, blacksmishs,
miller: sait petre and gun powder manufacturers, fers = o
and turnpikc krepers, and mechanics, are hereby privioo«d
to reside in the Cherokee Watton under the following v 2dis
tons, viz:

Thewr employers precuring a permit {rom the Nuteenal
Com uisce and Cenneil for them and beceming vesp.:
for their gond conduct and beheavier, and sabjoct to ree e
al for miisdemenne vy and further agree, that blacksmithe, » i
lers, ferrynen and turnpike keepers, ave privileged to iy v uve
and calilvaie twelve acics of ground for tire support of thrme.
selves und {umiles, shon'd they plense to do so.

JNO. ROSS, Prey’t Nat'i Con.
A. McCOY, Cr'k Nat'l Com.
In Cowmittee, New Town, Oct. 26th, 1819.

o:e

Tlis vy derrced by the Natioral Commitice and Coun-il,
That all ci'izens of the Cherokee Nation, establishing a slore
or stores for the parpose of vending werchandize, shall obtain
license for that purpose from the Clerk of the Naticnal Coune
cil, for which, each and every person so liceused, shall pay a
tax of twenty-five dollars per annuwin, and that no cther but
citizens of the Cherokee Nation shall be allowed to establish
a permnnent store within the Nation.  And it is also decreed
that no pedlar or pedlars, not citizens of the Nation, shall be
permitted to vend merchandize in the Nation, without first
obtaininz lisense from the Agent of the United States for the
Cherclice Nation, agreeably to the laws of the United States;
and each and every one so licensed, shall pay cighty dollarg
to the treasury of the Cherokee Nation per annum, and all
such person or persons, so licensed, shall obtain a receipt on
the back of his or their license from the Treasurer for the sum
so paid; and in case any person or perseuns violate this decree,
he or they shall forfeit and pay a fine of two hundred dollars
to the National treasury, and it shall be the duty of the Reg-
alators or Lighthorse to collect the same—and any person
discovering and giving information of the same, shall be en-
titled to the sum of twenty-five dollars. And it is also, here-
by further decreed, that no person or persons, not citizens of
the Nation, shall bring into the Nation and sell, any spirita-
ous liquors, and all such person or persons so offending, shall
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forfeit the whole of the spirituous liquors that may be found in
his or their possession, and the same shall be disposed of for
the benefit of the Nation and if any person or persons, eiti-
zens of the Naticn, shall receive and brirg into the Nation,
spirituous liquors for dispe. 11, and the same or any part thereof,
be found to be the property of person or porschs not citizenw
of the Nation, and satisfar.ory proof be made of the tact, he
or they shall forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred dollar

and the whiskey be suhjcc' to coniiscation «s afore-aid, an(l
this decree to take effoct fre v and after the firct day of Janu-
ary, one thousand eight lmmhcd and twenty, and to be strict-
ly enforced; Proz'i(!nd, nererthel-ss, that nothing «hall be so
construed in this decree, as to tax any jeor.on or persons

bringing sugar, coffee, «alt. iron, and stleel, into the Chero-
kee Nation for sale but no permanent estabillanont fur tho
disposal of such articles can " e ad'nitted to cuy persous not
citizens of the Nation.

ING 2083, Pres't N. Com.

his
Cencurrcd—PATI ¢ KILLER,
mark.

CHAS. R. HICKS,
A. McCOY, Clerk.
New Town, 28th Oct., 1819,

0.0

In Comuittece, New Town, Cherokee Naiicn, October
30¢h, 1819,

Wikrras, The Big Rattling Gourd, Wm. Grimit, Bctsey
Broom, tie Dark, Daniel Glmm, and Z\Ira. L&\IC_\, having
lodged complaint before the Chieis, of a certain cempany of
persoxh having ¢ rmed a combination, and cstablishiug a turn-
pike arbxt'mls, w1 opposition to the interest of the above nam-
ed persons, prcprietors of a privileged turnpike cn the same
road:

Be it now, therefore known, That said coemplaint Laving
been submitted by the Council to the Naticnal ('omxmuee for
a decision, and after maturely investigating into the case, have
decreed, that the said new company “of the disputed turnplke
shall be’ abolished, and that the above named persons are the
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only legal ‘proprietors and privileged company to establish a
turnpike on the road leading from widow Fool’s, at the forks
of Hightower and Oostenallah river to Wills creek, by way of
Turkey Town; and the said company shall be bound to keep
in repair said road, to commence from the first creek east of
John Fields, Sr., knowu by the name, where Vann was shot,
and to continue westward to the extent of their limits, and
that the widow Fool shall also keep in repair, for the benefit
of her ferry at the fork, the road to commence from the creek
asbove named to where Ridge’s road now intersects said road
cast of her ferry, and that the Ridges shall also keep in repair
the road to commence at the Two Runs, east of his ferry, and
to continue by way of his ferry as far as where his road now
intersects the old road, leading from the fork west of his ferry;
and that also the Hightower turnpike company shall keep in
repair the road from the Two R uns to where it intersects the
IFederal road, near Blackburn’s; and

Be it hereby resolved, That no person or persons whatso-
ever, shall be permitted to cut out any road or roads leading
from any main road now in existence, so as to intersect the
same again and to the mjury of the interest of any person or
persons residing on said road, without first getting an order
from the National Council for the opening of said road; and
person or persons violating this decree, contained in the fore-
going resolution, shall be subject to such punishment and fine
as the National Council and Committee may hereafter decide
and inflict, on such case as may be brought before them for
trial.

JNO. ROSS, Pres't Com.
his -
Approved —PATH < KILLER,
mark.
CHAS. HICKS.
A. McCOY, Clerk.

0.0

New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 1s¢, 1819,
In Committee.

Tue National Committee have taken up the case sumbmit-
ted to them by the Council relating to the exchange of horses
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between Otter Lifter and a runaway negro man, belonging to
Wm. Thompson. The horse delivered to Otter Lifter by said
negro man was proven away from him, and the question sub-
mitted to the Committee was, whether or not, the master of
the negro man, Wm. Thompson, should be accountable to the
Otter Lifter for the horse so proved away from him on account
of the transgression of his said negro man; the Committee
therefore have decided that Wm. Thompson ought not to be
accountable for the contract entered into with his runaway
negro man by any person contrary to his approbation, and,
Resolved by the Committee, that no contract or bargain entered
into with any slave or slaves, without the approbation of their
masters shall be binding on them.
JNO. ROSS, Pres't N. Com.
his
PATH » KILLER,
mark.
CHAS. R. HICKS.

A. McCOY, Clerk.

0.0

New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 1st; 1819.
In Commitiee.

Resolved by the National Commitee and Council, That any
person or persons employing or instigating any person or per-
fons whatsoever, to steal the property of another, and such
person or persons being tried and convicted upon satisfactory
proofs, shall forfeit and pay the value of the property so stolen,
and be punished alike with the person or persons so employed
to steal, agreeably to the sentence of such a trial.

By Order—JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.
his
Approved—PATH » KILLER,
mark
CHAS. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY, Clerk.

0:0

Resolved by the National Committe and Council, That in
case any person or persons, citizens of the Nation, not enrol-
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led for the Arkansas country, who has or may take possessioa
of, and occupy any improvement or place where Arkansas
emigrants had left before any privileged emigrants to continue
in this Nation, shall retake possession of such place or places
aforesaid, shall be entiled to an exclusive right of the same.
By order—JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.
his
Approved—PATH » KILLER,
mark

CHAS. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY, Clerk.

—0:0

Niw Town, Cherokee Nation, November 2nd, 1819,

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That any
white man who shall hereafier take a Cherokee woman to wife
be required to marry her legally by a minister of the gospel
or other authorized person, after procuring license from the
National Clerk for that purpose, before he shall be entitled
and admitted to the privilege of citizenship, and in order to
avoid imposition on the part of any white man,

Resolved, That any white man who shall marry a Cherokee
woman, the property of the woman so marry, shall not be
subject to the disposal of her husband, contrary to her con-
scnt, and any white man so married and parting from his wife
without just provication, shall forfeit and pay to his wife such
sum or suwns, as may be adjudged to her by the National
Committee and Council for said breach of marriage, and be
deprived of citizenship, and it is also resolved, that it shall not
be lawfal for any white man to have more than one wife, and
it is also rccommended that all others should also have but
one wife hereafter. By order of the National Committee.

JNO. ROSS, Pres't N. Com.
his
Approved—PATH » KILLER,
mark
CHAS. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY, Clerk. ——o0:0——

New Town, Cherokee Nation, October 25th, 1820,
Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
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single white men are hereby admitted to be employed as clerks
to any of the stores belonging to natives, which may be estab-
lished in this Nation, on condition, that the employcr obtains
a permit and becomes responsible for the good bchavior of
such clerks, and it is aiso resolved, that anv person or persons,
whatsoever, who shall bring into the Cherokee Naticn, with-
out permission from the National Committee and (‘mmc'i a
white family, and rent lands to the same, and proofs bemrr
authenticate:] before any of the judges in the disirict '('ouncxls,
for such offences they shall forfeit and pay the sum of five
hundred dollars, and one hundred stripes on the bare back.
By order of the National Committee.

JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N, Com.
his
PATH 4 KILLER,
mark
CHAS. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY, Clerk.

0:0
New Town, Cherokee Nation, Octoh.r 200, 1520,

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, "That the
Cherokee Nation shall be laid off into eiztht dmrub, and that
a council house shail be established in ench district fer the
purpose of holding councils to administer justice in all causes
and complaints that may be brought forward for trial, and
one circuit judze, to have jurisdiction cver two districts, to
associate with the district judoes in determining all causes
agreeable to the Naticnal laws, and the m .ot I to execute
the decisions of the judges in their respectite didtricts, and
the District Councils to be held in the spring and {@!l seasons,
and ouc company of hghthorse to acee Arpny caci ecircuit
judge on his official dum*s in hx“ respectve deiricts, and to
execute such punisnuent on theives a~ toe Jud res and Couns
cil shall decide, agreeably to law, and it shail be the duty of
the marskals to collect all debr, and <] @il be entitied to eight
per cent. {or the same; and the Nation to de fr.‘ft e expen-
ces of each District Council, and in case of epposition to the
marshals in execution of their duty, they shall Le justifiable
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in protecting their persons from injury in the same manner as
is provided for the National lighthorse by law.
By order of the National Committee.
JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.
his
Approved—PATH ¢ KILLER,
mark
CHAS. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY, Clerk.

—_—0:0—
New Town, Cherokee Nation, October 25th, 1820.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That a
ranger shall be appointed in each district, whose duty it shall
be to receive, post and advertise all stray horses that may be
found in their respective districts, giving the age, height, col-
or, and marks as plain as possible, and should the proper
owner not reclaim his horse or horses in two months after post-
ing such horse or horses, they shall be sold at public sale, on
six months credit, and the purchaser keeping such horse or
horses six months, and should the proper owner not reclaim
his horse or horses in that time, such horse or horses to be
the rightful property of the purchaser; the money arising from
the sales, to be paid into the National Treasury, and the ran-
ger chall be entitled to one dollar for every horse so posted;
and it shall further be the duty of the ranger to endeavor to
place in good hands, all work horses for keeping on account
of their labor, or otherwise; one dollar per week shall be al- «
lowed for keeping a horse on forage.

By order of the National Committee.
JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.
his
Approved—PATH ¥ KILLER,
mark
CHAS. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY, Clerk.

——O: 0
New Town, Cherokee Nation, October 25th, 1820,
Resolved by the National Committee and Council, that
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each hcad of a family shall pay a poll tax of fifty cents, and
cach single man under the age of sixty years shall also pay
fifty cents per annum, to be collected by the Marshals in ¢ach
District, and paid into the National Treasury, to be applied
for such purposes as the National Committee and Coun:il
shall deem proper.
By order of the National Committee.
JNO. ROSS, Pres’'t N. Com:
his
Approved—PATH < KILLER,
mark
CHAS. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY, Clerk.

00

New Town, Cherokee Nation, October 25th, 1820,

Resoleed by the Netional Committee and Council, Thei =
National turnpike gate shall be erected on the Federal ro .
near Captain David McNair’s, and the rates of toll shall (¢
equal to that of the turnpike on the Nicojack road, at Hics -
and the rates of the turnpike toll at Coosewatee shall be -r-
duced £o as to make it equal to the one on the Nickojauk
road; and it is also resolved, that those persons who have < -
tered into contract for the repairing of the Federal road, siiil
be bound in the penalty of the suin contracted for each puy-
ment, {or the faithful performance of their contracts for put-
1ing the road in good repair.

By order of the National Committee.
INO. ROSS, Pres't N. Com.
his
Approved—PATIH 4 KILLER,
mark
CHAS. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY, Clerk.

8.0

New Town, Cherokee Nation, October 26th, 1820. ‘

WhEereas, much inconvenience and expense have devolved
on the Missionaries from their scholars running away from
2
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school, and the negligence on the part of the parents to take
such childred back to schools; therefore,

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
in future, any scholar or scholars who are now, or may here-
after be put under the taition of the Missionary Seminaries
in the Cherokee Nation by the voluntary consent of their pa-
rents or guardians, who shall leave such schools without per-
mission from their teachers, and without just provication, and
shall return home to their parents or guardians, and after a
plication being duly made by any person authorized by t
superintendants of the Mission establishments from which such
scholars ran away, to the parents or guardians, refusing to
take proper measures to compel their children to return to
school, they shall be bound to pay all expenses incurred by
their children to the Mission establishment for clothing, board
and tuition, to the superintendants of such institutions; and
further,

Resolved, That the superintendants of the Missionary sta-
tions shall have privilege to take out of their schools such
scholars as they shall deem proper, with the consent of their
parents or guardians, and bind thenr out to learn such mechan-
ical trades as may be attached to their respective establish-
ments, to the best interest of the apprentices so bound; and
in case of elopement of such apprentices, the same rules and
regulations provided for in the foregoing resolution, shall be
observed, and that the Nation shall procure, at the public ex-
pense, a set of tools for every such apprentice who shall have
taithfully served his time and shall have learned a trade.

By order of the National Committee.

JNO. ROSS, Pres't N. Com.
his
PATH > KILLER,
mark
CHAS. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY, Clerk.

o0
New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 2d, 1820,
Resolved by the National Committece and Council, That
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each District shall be entitled to four members to represent
them in the National Council, and that each member shall be
allowed one doliar per day for their services during the sit-
ting of the Councils, and that a Speaker to the Council be
appointed and allowed one dollar and fifty cents per day for
his services, and the clerk of the Council be allowed two dol-
lars and fifty cents per day, and that the two principal Chiefs,
viz: The Path Killer, shall be allowed one hundred and fifty
dollars per annum, and Charles R. Hicks, two hundred dol-
lars per annum, considering the burden of writing and inter-
preting which devolves on him entitles him to this difference;
and
Be it resolved, also, That each Committeeman be allowed
two dollars per day, and the President of the Commiitee be
allowed three dollars and fifty cents per day, and their clerk
two dollars and fifty cents per day, during the sitting of the
National Council; and a member of the Committee shall be
chosen as an Interpreter and be allowed fifty cents per day
in addition to his pay.
By order of theNational Committee.
JNO. ROSS, Pres’t Com,
EHNAUTAUNAUEH,
Speaker of Council.
his
Approved —PATH 4 KILLER,
mark.
CHAS. R. HICKS,
A. McCOY, Clerk.

0.0

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That the
Cherokee Nation be organized and laid off in Districts, and
to be bounded as follows;

1st. The first District shall be called by the name of
Chickamaugee, and be bounded as follows: beginning at the
mouth of Aumuchee creek, on Oostennallah river, thence
north in a straight course to a spring branch between the Is-
land and Rackoon village, thence a straight course over the
Lookout Mountain, where the heads of Will’s and Lookout
creeks opposes against each other on the Blue Ridge, thence
a straight course to the main source of Rackoon creek, and
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down the same into the Teunessee river, and up said river to
the mouth of Ooletiwah creek, and up said creek to take the
most south eastern fork, thence a southern course to the mouth
of Sugar creek, into the Cannasawgee river, and down the
said river to its confluerrce with Oostennallah river, and down
the same to the place of beginning.

2d. The second District shall be called by the name of
Challoogee, and be bounded as follows; beginning on the
mouth of Rackoon ecreek, in the Tennessee river, and down
the said river to the boundary line, commonly called Coffee’s
line, and along said line where it strikes Will’s creek, and
down the said creek to its confluence with the Coosa river,
and thence emtracing the boundary line between the Chero-
kees and Creeks, run by Wm. Mclntosh and other Cherokee
Commissioners by their respective Nations, running south
eastwardly to its intersection with Chinibee’s trace, and along
said trace leading eastwardly by Avery Vann’s place, includ-
ing his plantation, and thence on said trace to where it crosses
the Etowah river, at the old ford above the fork, and down
said river to its confluence with Oostannallah river, and up
said river to the mouth of Aumuchee creek, and to be bound-
cd by the first District.

3d. The third District shall be called by the name of
Coosewatee, and bounded as follows; beginning at the widow
Fool’s ferry, on Oostannallah river, where the Alabama road
crosses it, along said wagon road eastwardly, leading towards
Ktowah town to a large creek above Thomas Pettit’s planta-
tion, near to the Sixes, and said creek, north-eastward, to its
mource; thence a straight course to the head of Talloney
creek, up which the Federal road leads, thence a straight
course to the Red Bank creek, near Cartikee village; thence
a straight course to the head source of Potatoe Mine creek;
thence a straight course to the head of Clapboard éreek ;—
thence a straight course to the most southern head source of
Cannasawgee river; thence a northwestern course to Canna-
sawgee river, to strike opposite to the mouth of Sugar creek,
into the Cannasawgee river, and to be bounded by the first
and second Districts.

4th. The fourth District shall be called by the name of
Amoah, and be bounded as follows: beginning at the head
source of Cannasawgee river, where the third District strikes
the said source; thence eastwardly a straight course to Spring
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Town, above Hiwassee Old Town; thence to the boundary
line run by Col. Houston, where it crosses Sloan creek;—
thence westwardly along said line to the Hiwassee river;—
thence down said river into the Tennessee river, and down
the same to the mouth of Oolatiwah creek, and to be bounded
by the first and third Districts.

5th. The fifth District shall be called by the name of
Hiclory Log, and shall be bounded as follows: begiuning a
the head of Potatoe Mine creck, on the Blue Ridge, thence
south-eastwardly along the Blue Ridge to where Cheewosto-
yeh path crosses said ridge, and along said path to the head
branch of Frog Town creek, and down the same to its con-
fluence with T'ahsantee; thence down Chestotce river; thence
down the same into the Chattahoochee river; and down the
same to the shallow wagon ford on said river, above the stand-
ing Peach Tree; thence westward along said wagon road
leading to ——— Town to where it crosses Little river, «
fork of the Etowah river, and down the same to its conflu-
ence with IStowah river, and down the same in a direer
course to a large creek, and up said creek to where the roas’
cresses it to the opposite side, and to be bounded by the thit
district,

Gth. The sixth District shall be called by the name o+
Etowah, and be bounded as follows: beginning on the Cha:-
tahoochee river, at the shallow wagon ford on sgid river, and
down the same to the Buzzard Roost, where the Creek an.l
Cherokee . boundary line intersects the said river; thence
along said boundary line westward, to where it intersects Chmn-
ibee’s trace, and to be bounded by the fifth and third districts,
leaving Thomas Pettit’s family in Etowah District.

7th. The seventh District shall be call by the name o
Tahquohee, and be bounded as follows: beginning where Col.
Houston’s boundary line crosses Slare’s creek, thence alox r
said boundary line south-eastwardly, to the Unicoy turnpike
rpad, and along said road to where it crosses the Hiwasce
river, in the Valley Towns; theunce a straight course to head
source of Coosa creek, on the Blue Ridge above Cheewostc-
ygh, and along said Ridge eastwardly, where the Unicoy turn-
pike road crosses it and thence a direct course to the head
source of Persimon creek; thence down the same to the comn-
fluence of Tahsantee, and with the Frog Town creek; and t»
be bounded by the third, the fourth and fifth Districts.
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8th., The eighth District shall be called by the name of
Aquohee, and be bounded as follows; beginning where the
seventh District intersects the Blue Ridge, where the Unicoy
turnpike road crosses the same; thence eastwardly along said
Ridge to the Standing Man, to €ol. Houston’s boundary line,
thence along said line to the confluence of Nauteyalee, and
Little Tennessee river; thence down the same to Tallassee
village, thence along said boundary line westwardly, to where
it intersects the Unicoy turnpike road; and to be bounded by
the seventh District; and that each District shall hold their
respective Councils or Courts, on the following days;

The first Mondays in May and September, for Chickamaugee
District; and on the

First Mondays in May and September for Coosewatee Dis-
trict; and the

Second Mondays in May and September, for Amoah Dis-
trict; and on the

First Mondays in May and September, for Hickory Log
District; and on the

Second Mondays in May and September, for Etowah Dis-
trict; and on the

First Mondays in May and September for Aquohee Dis-
trict; and on the

Second Mondays in May and September, for Tauquohee
District; and each of the Councils or Courts shall sit five days
for the transaction of business at each term.

By order of the Committee and Couneil.
CHAS. R. HICHS.

—0:0

New Town, Cherokee Nation, October 26th, 1821.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That a
eourt be convened at the present session, to be composed of
the Circuit and District Judges, and the Marshals of the sev-
eral Districts, to adjust and settle all such cases as may be
submitted to them by the Committee.

By order of the National Committee.
JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.
his
Concurred—PATH 4 KILLER,
mark.

A. McCOY, Clerk. CHAS. R. HICKS.
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New Town, Cherokee Nation, October 27th, 1821.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
any person or persons, whatsoever, who shal! choose to emi-
grate to the Arkansas country, and shail sell the improvements
he or they may be in possession of, to any person or persons,
whatsoever, he or they, so disposing of their improvements,
shall forfeit and pay unto the Cherokee Nation the sum of
one hundred and fifty dollars; and be it further resolved, that
any person or persons, whatsoever, who shall purchase any
improvement from person or persons so emigrating, he or
they so offending, shall also forfeit and pay a fine of one hun-
dred and fifty dollars to the Nation, to be collected by the
Marshal of the District.

By order of the National Committee.
JN. ROSS, Pres't N. Com 3}
his
Approved—PATH < KILLER,
mark
CHAS. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY, Clerk.

0:0
New Town, Cherokee Nation, October 27th, 1821.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
it shall be the duty of the District and Circuit Judges, to en-
quire particularly into the circumstances of all stray horses,
that may be taken up in their respective Districts, and all
horses which shall evidently appear to have been stolen away
from citizens of the United States, by citizens of this Nation,
shall be surrendered up to the United States’ Agent for his
nation, agreeably to the treaty existing between the United
States and this Nation.

By Order—JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.
his
Approved—PATH » KILLER,
mark
CHAS. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY, Clerk.
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New Town, Cherokee Nation, October 27th, 1821.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That if
any person or persons whatsoever, shall resist and kill any of
the Marshals or Light-horsemen in their official duties, it shall
be the duty of the Marshals to lead the Light-horse to appre-
hend, or kill the person or persons so transgressing.

By order—JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.
his
PATH » KILLER,
mark.
CHAS. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY, Clerk.

0:0
New Town, Cherokee Nation, October 28th, 1821.

Resolved by the National Commitee and Council, 'That any
'person or persons who have been citizens of this Nation and
now have reservations and living on the same, or under the
laws of the United States, and has a public ferry crossing op-
posite his or their reservations, such person or persons shall
not be permitted to keep a white ferryman on the lands be-
longing to the Nation, neither shall he be permitted to tend
any land thereon, for the use of his ferryman, but nothing
shall be so construed 1n the above resolution, as to affect the
rights and privileges of such citizens as may have removed
off the ceded lands and now living in the Nation.
By order of the National Committee.
JNO. ROSS, Pres’'t N. Com.
his
Approved—PATH 4 KILLER,
mark

CHAS. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY, Clerk.

010
New Town, Cherokee Nation, October 28th, 1821.

:VVBEREAS,-Sam’I and Edward Gunter, John G. Ross, Cap-
‘tain John Brown and Jessee Lovett, have petitioned to the
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National Council now convened, to operr and keep in repair
the roads leading from Gunter’s Landing to Tuscaloosa, the
best way as far as the line, and the one also leading to Will’s
creek, by way of Coxes, as far as the line, and to establish a
turnpike gate at the forks of said road; this petition having
been submitted to the National Committee by the Chiefs of
the National Council for consideration, therefore the Com-
mittee have deliberated on this subject, and hereby

Resolve, That the said Samuel and Edward Gunter, John
G. Ross, Captain John Brown and Jessee Lovett, are hereby
authorized and privileged to open the said roads and to estab-
lish a turnpike gate thereon for the term of five years, on con-
dition that the parties be bound to keep in good repair said
roads, and the rates of toll when the roads are completed, and
the turnpike gate erected, shall be as follows, viz:

For wagon and team and carriages, 50 cents.
A cart, a gig or a chair, 35«
Footmen, 12«
Lead horse, 12«
Cattle, hogs and sheep, 3 «

By or the National Committee.
JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.
his
Approved—PATH » KILLER,

mark
A. McCOY, Clerk.

o
O J

New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 8th, 1821.

Resolved by the National Committer, That all promisory
notes, payable after date, shall be entitled to bear an interest
at the rates of six per pent. per annum, after the date payable,
until such notes are paid; this resolution to take effect and
be in force from and after this date.

By order of the National Committee:
JNO. ROSS, Pres't N. Com..
his
Approved—PATH 4 KILLER,
mark.
A. McCOY, Clerk.

-
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New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 2d, 1821.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
the Circuit Judges be allowed fifty-five dollars, and the Dis-
trict Judges twenty-five dollars each, per annum, for their
services.

By order of the National Committee.
JNO. ROSS, Pres’'t N. Com.
his
Approved—PATH »¢ KILLER,

mark.
A. McCOY, Clerk of Com.
ELIJAH HICKS, Clerk of Coun’].

0:0
New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 1st, 1822.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That the
salary of the Circuit Judges be, and the same is hereby rais-
ed from fifty-five dollars to eighty dollars each, per annum,
commencing from the date hereof.

By order of the National Committee.
JNQ. ROSS, Pres't N. Com.
his
Approved—PATH < KILLER,

mark.
A. McCOY, Clerk Com.
ELIJAH HICKS, Clerk Coun’l.

—— ! ——
New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 2d, 1821.

SamueL and Edward Gunter, John G. Ross, John Brown
and Jess Lovett, are hereby permitted and authorized to open
and cut out a road from John Brown’s by Spencer Brown’s
old place to intersect the road leading from Ditto’s landing
to Tuscaloosa at Kays on the top of the mountain; and said
turnpike company shall be bound to keep said road in good
repair, together with the road from Will’s creek to Gunter’s
Landing, granted to them by the Council of 1821, and that
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the said company are further permitted to keep up said roads,
and keep a turnpike thereon for the term of five years in and
over the time first granted to them, Provided that they do not
forfeit the privileges allowed them, and that the rates of toll
shall be as follows, viz:

Wagon and team, and all four wheel carriages, 75 cents.

Cart, gig, and chair, 37 -
Man and horse, | P
Lead horse, 6«
Cattle, 3 «
Hogs and sheep, 2 «

By order of the National Committee.
JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N, Com.
his
Approved—PATH ™ KILLER,
mark.
A. McCOY, Clerk of Com.
LELIJAH HICKS, Clerk of Coun’l.

—0.0

New Town, Cherokee Nation, October 23d, 1822.
In Committee and Council,

Whaernas, it appears in the prints of the public newspapers
that in consequence of the earnest snlicitations of the Gover-
nor and Legislature of the State of Georgia, the Congress of
the United States did appropriate a sum of money last session
with a view of holding a treaty with the Cherokees for the
purpose of extinguishing their title to lands within the chart-
ered limits, claimed by the State of Georgia, and it also ap-
pearing in the public prints that the President of the United
States has appointed Commissioners m conformity to the
views of said appropriation, and anticipating a call by the
Commissioners, the head Chiefs of the Cherokee Nation re-
quested the Judges to ascertain the sentiments and disposi-
tion of the citizens of their respective Districts on the subject,
and to report the same to them, which reports having been
accordingly made and now laid before the National Commit-
tee and Council, declaring, unanimously, with one voice and
determination, to hold no treaties with any Commissioners
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of the United States to make any cession of lands, being re-
solved not to dispose of even one foot of ground.

BE 1T THERCFORE KNOWN AND REMEMBLRED, That we,
the undersigned members of the National Committee and
Council, after maturely deliberating on the subject,

Resolved by the National Committee and Members of (e
Council, That the Chiefs of the Cherokee Nation, will not
meet any Commissioners of the United States to hold a treaty
with them on the subject of making cession of lands the prop-
crty of the Cherokee Nation, as we are determined hereafier
never to make any cessions of lands, having not more thou
sufficient for our Nation and posterity. But on any other bu-
siness not relating to making a treaty of cession, we will nt
all times during the session of the National Council, at Nc-v
Town, receive the United States’ Commissioners or Ageni~
with friendship and cordiality, and will ever keep bright t'»
chain of peace and friendship which links the Cherokee .-
tion and the government of the United States.

By order of the National Conmittee.
JNO. OSS, Pres't N. Can,
his
Approved—PATH 4 KILLER,
mark
CHAS. R. IIICKS.

A. McCOY, Clerk, N. Com.

The above is singned by upwards of fifty-four nemnbers o
both branches of the legislative Coancil and Committee.

0:0
New Town, Cherolice Nation, October 2S¢, 1820

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, 'That any
person or persons whatsoever, who shall trade with any negro
slave without permission from the proper owner of such slas es,
and the property so traded for be proven to have been stolen.
the purchaser shall be held and bound to the legal propricior
for the same, or the value thereof; and be it further

Resolved, That any person who shall permit their negro or
negroes to purchase spirituous liquors and vend the same, the
master or owner of such negro or negroes shall forfeit and
pay a fine of fifteen dollars for every such offence, to be col-
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ected by the Marshals within their respective Districts for the
National use; and should any negro be found vending spint-
uous liquors without permission from their respective owners,
such negro or negroes, so offending, shall receive fifteen cobbs
or paddles for every such offence, from the hands of the pa-
trolers of the settlement or neighborhood in which the offence
was committed, and every settlement or neighborhood shall
be privileged to organize a patroling company.
By order of the National Committee.
JNO. ROSS, Pres’'t N. Com
his
Approved—PATH < KILLER,
mark
CHAS. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY, clerk.

0:0
New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 2d, 1822

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, 'I'hat
James Brown and Samuel Canda, are hereby permitted and
authorized to open and keep in good repair, the old road from
Lowry’s ferry, on Tennessee river, by way of Nickojack,
through the Narrows and on by Canda’s, as far the Lookout
Mountain, and to assist Hicks & Co., in working over the
mountain, and to establish a turnpike gate on the same, and
the said Brown and Canda to be bound to keep up said road
in good repair, under the penalty of forfeiting the authority
and privilege hereby granted them; and the rates of toll shall
not exceed fifty cents for all four wheel carriages; twenty-five
cents for two wheel carriages and six and a fourth cents for
man and horse; three cents for looze horses and cattle, and
one cent for hogs and sheep.

By order of the National Committee.
JNO. ROSS, Pres't N. Com
his
Approved—PATH < KILLER,
mark
CHAS. R. HICKS,
A. McCOY, clerk.

3
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New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 8th, 1822.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That the
Judges of the District Courts, shall keep a record of the pro-
ceedings of all causes, evidences and decisions: and

Be it further resolved, That each person who may be em-
ployed as clerk of the District Courts, shall be allowed and
paid the sum of two dollars per day for their services during
the sitting of the courts.

By Order—JNO. ROSS, Pres’'t N. Com.
his
Approved—PATH » KILLER,
miark
CHAS. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY, clerk of Com.
ELIJAH HICKS, clerk of Coun’l.

0.0

New Town, Cherokee Nation, November Sth, 1822,

Wiereas, the great variety of vices émanating from dissi-
pation, particularly from intoxication and gaming at cards,
which are so prevalent at all public places, the National Com-
mitiee and Council, seeking the true interest and happiness
of their people, have maturely taken this growing evil into
their serious consi.ration, and being fally convinced thatno
nation of peopie cau prosper and flourish, or become magnan-
imous in character, the basis of whose laws are not found up=
on virtue and justice; therefore, to suppress, as much as pos-
sible, those demoralizing habits which were introduced by
foreign agency,

Risolred by ths National Committee, That any person or
persons, whatsoever, who shall bring ardent spirits within
three miles of the General Council House, or to any of the
court houses within the several Districts during the general
Council, or the sitting of the courts, and dispose of the same
80 s to intowicate any person or persons whatsoever, the per-
son or persens so offending, shall forfeit his or their whiskey,
the same to be destroyed; and be it further

Resolved, That gaming at cards is hereby strictly forbid-
den, and that any person or persous whomsoever, who shall



27

game at cards in the Cherokee Nation, such person or per-
sons, so offending, shall forfeit and pay a fine of twenty-five
dollars, and further, any person or persons whatsoever, who
may or shall be found playing cards at any house or camp, or
in the woods within three miles of the general Council House,
or any of the court houses of the several Districts during the
session of the General Council, or setting of the District
Courts, such person or persons, so offending, shall forfeit and
pay a fine of fifty dollars each for every such offence, and that
any person or persons whatsoever, who shall bring into the
Cherokee nation and dispose of playing cards, such person or
persons, being convicted before any of the Judges, Marshals,
or light horse, shall pay a fine of 25 dollars for every pack of
cards so sold; and it shall be the duty of the several Judges,
Marshals and light horse companies, to take cognizance of
such offences and to enforce the above resolution; and

And be it further resolved, That all fines collected from
persons violating the above resolution, the money so collected
shall be paid into the national treasury. To take effect and
be in full force from and after the first day of January next.

By order of the National Committee.
JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N, Com.
his
Approved—PATH ¥ KILLER,
mark
A. McCOY, clerk of Com.
ELIJAH HICKS, clerk of Coun’l,

e VX 0 s
New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 10th, 1822,

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That any
person or persons whatsoever, who shall wilfully embezzle,
intercept and open any sealed letters, so that the owner be
injured or deprived of the benefits of such letters, the person
or persons so offending, upon conviction, shall forfeit and pay
a fine of one hundred dollars and be punished with one hun-
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dred stripes on the bare back, the fine to be converted to ne-
tional purposes. )
By order of the National Committee.
JNQO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com
his
Approved—PATH ¥4 KILLER,
mark.
A. McCOY, clerk Com.
ELIJAH HICKS, clerk Coun’l.

0!

New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 12th, 1822.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
there shall be a superior court, to be held at New Town, du-
ring the session of each National Council, to be composed of
the several Circuit Judges, to determine all causes which may
be appealed from the District Courts, and

Be it further resolved, That the law appropriating forty
dollars for the support of each District Council, is hereby re-
pealed, and that in future the Nation shall not be accountable
for supplies furnished the District Councils.

By order of the National Committee.
INO. ROSS, Pres't N. Com.
~ his
Concurred—PATH < KILLER,
mark.
ELIJAH HICKS, clerk of Com.
A. McCOY, clerk of Coun’l.

~—0:0

New Town, Cherokee Nation, Novecmber 12th, 1822.

Resolved by the National Committce and Council, That the
Circuit Judges be vested with authority to nominate light
horse companies in their respective districts, in case of resig-
nation or otherwise, and such nomination being reported to
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the head Chiefs and sanctioned by them, shall be considered
valid.
By order of the National Committee.
JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com
his
Approved—PATH M KILLER,
mark
ELIJAH HICKS, clerk of Com.
A. McCOY, clerk of Coun’l.

0.0

New Town, Cherokee Nation, Novemvber 13th, 1822.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
the Marshals or tax collectcrs of the several Districts, are here-
by authorized to seize upon and attach the property of any
person or persons who shall not make punctual payments of
their respective taxes, when called upon, and the property so
seized and attached shall be advertised for sale, and ten days
shall be allowed for the redemption of the property so attach-
ed. In case the property be not redeemed in that time, then,
the Marshal or collector shall proceed to expose to public
sale, such property to the highest bidder, and all sums of mo-
ney which may be received over the amount of taxes, for which
the property may be scized, attached and sold, shall be return-
ed to the person or persons from whom taken.

By order of the National Committee.
JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.
his
Approved—PATH » KILLER,
mark
ELIJAH IIICKS, clerk of Com.
A. McCOY, clerk of Coun’i.

0:0
New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 13th, 1822.
Resolved by the National Commitee and Council, That the

Chattoogee, Chickamauga and other turnpike companies, who
have not been heretofore under any obligation to keep in good



repair their respective roads, be, and they are hereby required
to keep in good repair their respective roads, and in case of
non-compliance with the aforesaid requisition, the privileges
and authority in them vested for keeping a toll gate thereon,
shall cease and become void whenever full and sufficient evi-
dences may be established before the National Committee and
Council,
By order of theNational Committee.
JNO. ROSS, Pres't Com.
EHNAUTAUNAUEH,
Speaker of Council.

his
Approved —PATH 4 KILLER,
mark.

CHAS. R. HICKS,
ELIJAH HICKS, clerk of Com.

A. McCOY, clerk of Coun’'l.

0.0
New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 13th, 1822.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That a
decree passed October 28, 1819, imposing a tax on merchant
citizens of the Nation, is hereby reduced from twenty dollars
to tweive dollars per annum, and the tax on pedlars, not citi-
zens of this Nation, is also hereby reduced from eighty dol-
lars, to fifty dollars, per annum, to take effect after the first of
January next; the regulation to be observed and enforced
agreeably to the said decree.

By order of the National Committee.
JNO. ROSS, Pres't N. Com.
his
Approved—PATH 4 KILLER,

mark,
A. McCOY, clerk of Com.

0:0-
New Town, Cherokee Nation, October 4th, 1823,

Resolved, That the business of the Council, during the ses-
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sion, be suspended on the Sabbaths, and also that the mer-
chants, and pedlars and mechanics at New Town, close the
doors of their shops and suspend all business; and any person
or persons violating this resolution shall forfeit and pay the
sum of fifteen dollars, to be collegted for the benefit of the
Nation by the proper officer.
By order of the National Committee.
JNO. ROSS, Pres't N. Com,
his

Approved—PATH » KILLER,
mark
A. McCOY, clerk, N. Com.

00

New Town, Cherokee Nation, October 9th, 1823,

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That all
resolutions emanating from either body, shall receive the con-
currence of the other, before the assent and signature of the
head chiefs shall be required; and their concurrence shall
then give effect to such resolutions.

By order—JNO. ROSS, Pres't N. Com,

Concurred in by the Council.

his
PATH ¥ KILLER,

mark

A. McCOY, clerk Com.

0:0
New Town, Cherokee Nation, October 17th, 1823,

The National Committee have discovered that claims of a
private nature which more properly belong to the courts for
adjustinent, have been taken up by the Council and acted up-
on by that body and submitted to the Committee for concur-
rence, those claims are brought before the Committee without
evidence or the presence of the parties, which makes it diffi-
cult and impossible to investigate the matters of dispute; there-
fore,

Resolved by the Committee, That all matters of private con-
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troversy, brought before the Council or Committee, which
have not been appealed from the District Courts, should bs
submitted to that court of the district where the parties reside,
and all causes which have been appealed from the discision of
the District Courts, should be submitted to the Supreme Court
in session for a decision agreeable to law and equity.
By order of the National Committee.
JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.
his
PATH ¥ KILLER,

mark.
A. McCOY, clerk of Com.

—0: 00—
New Town, Cherokee Nation, October 30th, 1823.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
all business not immediately connected with the affairs of the
Nation and pending between individuals, now before the gen-
eral Council for adjustment, be, and the same is, hereby laid
over to next general Council for a final adjustment.

By order of the National Committee.
JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.
his
Approved—PATH »4 KILLER,

mark
A. McCOY, clerk of Com.

ELIJAH HICKS, clerk of Coun’l.

00
New Town, Cherokee Nation, October 12th, 1824.

Resolved by the National Committce and Council, That
suits which have been appealed from the District Courts to the
supertor Court in cases of debt, the person or persons non-
suited, or against whom judgment shall be given, such person
or persons shall pay a cost of six per cent. on the amount of
the judgment issued, which per cent. shall be collected for the
henefit of the treasury of the Cherokee Nation;

And be it further resolved, That any person who may be
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subpenaed by the clerk of the court to appear before the ru-
perior Court as evidence in any case, and such person or per-
sons refusing to appear and bear cvidence, and cannet give
any reasonable and lawful excuse for not appearing, he, she
or they, shall pay a fine of ten dollars, for the benefit of the
person or persons non-suited or cast in consequence of the
want of that person’s testimeny; and

Be it further resolred; That such witnesses attending,
agreeably to the summons, he, she or they, shail be entitled
to fifty cents for each day’s attendance, to be fevied off the
person or persons against whem judgment may be issucd:i—
and

Be it further resolved, That any persen who shall be guilty
of perjury or give false evidence in any court of justice in the
Cherckee Nation, upon conviction, shall be ferever dirquali-
fied from being a witness in any matter of controversy, and
shall also receive thirty-nine stripes on the bare back, to be
inflicted by any officer or officers on duty in the district in
which the offence is or may be committed.

By order. JNO. ROSS, Pres't N. Com
his
Approved—PATH > KILLER,
mark.
0:0

New Town, Cheroker Nation, November Oth, 1824,

Resolved by the Netional Committee and Council, That no
person or persons whatsoever shall be allowed or permitted to
dig for salt within the circomfercnce of half a mile from the
salt well of any persen or persons who may have obtained salt
water by digging under the special permission of the INational
Committee and Council; Provided, that this resolution shall
not extend so far as to deprive any person or persens from
digging within their own enclosures, whn may be living with-
in such bounds, and may have settled there previcus to the
digging for, and the discovery of, salt.

By ordor JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com
his
Approved—PATH > KILLER,
mark.
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New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 13th 1824.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That no
citizen or citizens of the Cherokee Nation shall receive in
their employinent, any citizen or citizens of the United States,
or negro slaves belonging to citizens of the United States,
without first obtaining a permit agreeably to law, for the per-
son or persons so employed; and any person or persons viola-
ting this resolution, upon conviction before any of the District
Courts, shall pay a fine for every offence at the discretion of
the Court, not exceeding ten dollars; and the person employ-
ed to be removed.

By order of the National Committee.
JNO. ROSS, Pres't N. Com.
his
Approved—PATH < KILLER,

mark.
A. McCOY, clerk of Com.
ELIJAH HICKS, clerk of Coun'l.

0:0
New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 12th 1824.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That a
Register’s office be opened at New Town, and a Register be
appointed, whose duty it shall be to record all the advertise-
ments of estray property which may be sent to him by the ran-
gers of the several districts, and each advertisement so re-
corded, to be set up at a public house at New Town, and the
Register shall be entitled to 25 cents for each advertise-
ment recorded, to be paid out of the proceeds of the sale of
the property so advertised and sold; and it shall be the duty
of the several rangers to transmit a copy of all their advertise~
ments to the Register at New Town. and if their should be
uo opportunity to forward by private conveyance the adver-
tisement to the Register, it shall be the duty of the Captain
of the Lignt Horse company, where applied to by a ranger,
to send one of his men with the advertisement to the Regis-
ter; and

Be it further resolved, That all estray cattle, hogs, sheep
and goats, shall be advertised and sold by the ranger in the
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same manner as is prescribed by law for estray horses.
By order.
JNO ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.
his
Approved—PATH » KILLER,

marlk,

A. McCOY, clerk of Gom.

ELIJAH HICKS, Clerk of Coun’l.

0:0 2
New Tmun, Cherokee Nation, October 25th, 1824,

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
the road from Chattahoochee river to May’s ferry on Hiwas-
see river, aud also the one to Blythe’s ferry, on Tennessee ri-
ver, and the one to Walker's ferry, on Hiwassce river, are
hereby ordered to be let out in ten shares, to the lowest bid-
der, to opened and kept in good repair for the term of five
years from the first day of December, 1824, on the following
tonditions, to wit:

The road to be cut and opened twenty-four feet wide, clear
of trees, and the causewaying to be covered with dirt, togeth-
er with the digging of mountains and hills, to be fourteen feet
wide, clear of rocks, roots and grubs, and the banks of all
water courses to be put in complete order, and the road to be
divided into shares in the following manner, to wit:

From May’s ferry to Canausauga river, including one bank
and the half of the width of the bed of the river, if required,
from Walker's ferry to Five Killer’s; from Blythe’s ferry to
Canda’s creek, including one baunk of said creek; from thence
to where May’s ferry road intersects the same, from thence to
the middle of Canausauga river, to Vann’s mill creek; from
thence the middle of Coosawatee river, from thence to the
middle of T'alking Rock creek; from thence to the middle of
Long Swamp creek; trom thence to the middle of Etowah
river; from thence to the Chattahoochee river; and

Be it further resolved, That the ‘unaertakers enter into
bond and sufficient security for the faithful performance of
their respective contracts, in a penal sum of twice the amount
of the sum for which the undertakers may engage with the
Treasurer of the Cherokee Nation, and that the Treasurer is
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hereby authorized and directed to appoint onée or more com-
nissioners to review the roads once in four months, through-
out the year, whose duty it will be to make a report to him of
the situation of said roads, and in case of violation on the part
of any of the undertakers, that suits be instituted against such
person or persons in the courts of the districts to which he or
they may belong, and in case of forfeiture, the Treasurer 13
authorized to let out the share or chares so forfeited.
By order. ]
JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.
his

Approved—PATH < KILLER,

mark.,
A. McCOY, clerk Com.
ELIJAH HICKS, clerk of Coun’l.

0:0
New Town, Cherokee Nation, January 2ith, 1824.

Whorreas, great evil has resulted from the disposition and
use of ardent spirits at ball plays, all-night dances and other
public gatherings, and in order to suppress this growing evil,

Resolved by the Natiorial Commistee and Couricil, That no
person or persons whatsoever, shall ven or otherwise dispose
of in any manner, ardent spirits at such places under the pen«
alty of having all their liquors wasted, and itshall he the daty
of every Light Horseman, Marshal, Sheriff, deputy Sheriff
and Constable, to take cognizance of such offences, and to
execute this resolution, and if any of the aforesaid officers be-
ing in full possession of the fact of a violation of this resolu-
tion, fail to enforce its penalty, they shall, upon conviction be-
fore any of the District Courts, pay such a fine as may be im-
posed upon them by the Court, onc half to the informer and
the other half to the Treasury of the Cherokee Nation. This
law to be and remain in full force from and after the first day
of Januvary, 1825.

By order.
JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Cotn.
his
Approved—PATH > KILLER,
mark.
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New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 11th, 1824,

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
it shall be the duty of the several Marshals, Sheriffs, Consta-
bles and Light Horsemen, to take cognizance of every viola-
tion of law within their respective bounds of districts, and to
give information of, and bring to justice, according to law,
such person or persons, so offending, and should any of the
aforesaid officers, neglect to bring to justice any transgressor
of law, after having been duly informed of such transgression,
such officers, upon conviction before any of the District Courts,
shall be subject to pay a fine, to be assessed by the Court;
the fine not to exceed one hundred dollars, and not less than
five dollars, and the officer or officers so neglecting, shall be

*subject to be removed from office at the discretion of the Na-
tiosal Council.
By order of the National Committee.
JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com
his
Approved—PATH » KILLER,

mark

A. McCOY, clerk of Com.

ELIJAH HICKS, clerk of Coun’l.

—0:0—
New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 11th, 1824,

Resolved by the National Commitee and Council, That all
free negroes coming into the Cherokee Nation, under anypre-
tence whatsoever, shall be viewed and treated, in every re-
spect, as intruders, and shall not be allowed to reside in the
Cherokee Nation without a permit from the National Commit-
tee and Ccuncil.

By order of the National Committee.
JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.
his
Approved—PATH »< KILLER,
mark
A. McCOY, clerk of Com.
ELIJAH HICKS, clerk of Coun’l.
4
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New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 11th, 1824.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That any
person or persons whatsoever, who shall commit robbery upon
another, he, she or they, so offending, being prosecuted in
any of the District Courts, shall, upon convietion, be subject
to such penalty any punishment as the Court may impose;
provided, That such punishment shall not extend so far as to
wnflict death,

By order of theNational Committee.
JNO. ROSS, Pres’t Com.
MAJOR RIDGE.
Speaker of Council.
his
Approved —PATH » KILLER,

. marle.
A. McCOY, clerk of Counl.

3.0-
New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 11th, 1824.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
intermarriages between negro slaves and indians, or whites,
shall not belawful, and any person or persons, permitting and
approbating his, her or their negro slaves, to intermarry with
Indians or whites, be she or they, so offending, shall pay a
fine of fifty dollars, one half for the benefit of the Cherokee
Nation; and

Be it further resolved, That any male Indian or white matr
marrying a negro woman slave, he or they shall be punished
with fifty-nine stripes on the bare back, and any Indian or
white woman, marrying a negro man slave, shall be punished
with twenty-five stripes on’her or their bare back.

By order of the National Committee.
JNO. ROSS, Pres’'t N. Com.
his
Approved—PATH > KILLER,

mark
A. McCOY, clerk of Com.
ELIJAH HICKS, clerk of Coun’l.



39
New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 11th, 1824.

L4
Resolved by the National Committee and ouncil, That
it shall not be lawful for negro slaves to possess property in
horses, cattle or hogs, and that those slaves now possessing
property of that description, be required to dispose of the same
in twelve months from this date, under the penalty of confis-
cation, and any property so confiscated, shall be sold for the
benefit of the Cherokee Nation.
By order of the National Committee.
JNO. ROSS, Pres't N. Com.
his
Approved—PATH »¢ KILLER,
mark.

A. McCOY, clerk of Com.

—0:0
New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 13th, 1824.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
the Light Horsemen in each District shall serve as jurors in
their respective District Courts, and the Judge of each Dis-
trict shall act as foreman to said jury.

By order of the National Committee.
INO. ROSS, Pres't N. Com.
his
Approved—PATH > KILLER,
mark.
A. McCOY, clerk of Com.

00
New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 11th, 1824,

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That any
white person or persons, not citizens of the Cherokee Nation,
bringing spiritous liquors into the Cherokee Nation and dis-
posing of the same, contrary to law, he, she or they, so offend-
ing, upon conviction, shall forfeit and pay a fine of one hun-
dred dollars, one half for the benefit of the informer, and the
other half for the benefit of the treasury of the Cherokee Na-
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tion, and any citizen or citizens of the Cherokee Nation,
making a purchase of ardent spirits within the limits of the
Cherokee Nation, from any person or persons not citizens of
the Nation, he, she or they, upon conviction before any of the
District Courts, shall pay a fine of one hundred dollars, one
half for the benefit of the informer, and the other half for the
benefit of the treasury of the Cherokee Nation. This resolu-
tion shall be a supplement to the decree of the 28th October,
1819, without imparing the penalties therein imposed respect-
ing ardent spirits.
By order.
JNO. ROSS, Pres’'t N. Com.
his
Approved—PATH ¥ KILLER,

mark.
A. McCOY, clerk Com.
ELIJAH HICKS, clerk of Coun’l,

0:0
New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 12th, 1824.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That the
Light Horse companies be, and are hereby reduced from six
to four in number, and the Captain’s pay shall be sixty-five
dollars per annum, and the Lieutenant’s pay shall be fifty-five
dollars, and the privates forty-five.

By order of the National Committee.
JNO. ROSS, Pres't N. Com.
his
Approved—PATH ¢ KILLER,

mark
A, McCOY, clerk Com.
ELIJAH HICKS, clerk of Coun’l.

0:0
New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 12th, 1824.
Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That no

person or persons whatsoever, shall be permitted to settle and
make improvements within the distance of one-fourth of a
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mile of the field or plantation of another, without the consent
or approbation of such resident person, under the penalty of
forfeiting the whole of their labor for the benefit of the origin-
al resident.
By order of the National Committee.
JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.
his
Approved—PATH M KILLER,
mark
A. McCOY, clerk of Com.

0.0

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That any
person or persons, whatsoever, who shall set the woods on fire
before the month of March, in each year, such person or per-
sons, so offending, upon conviction, shall pay a fine of five
dollars, one half to the prosecutor and the other half for the
benefit of the Cherokee Nation. This law to be in force and

- take effect, after the month of September, 1825.
By order—JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.

Concurred in by the Council.

his
Approved—PATH < KILLER,

mark
A. McCOY, clerk Com.

00

New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 12¢th, 1824.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That

a fence five feet high, shall be considered lawful, and the
horse, mare, mule, ass, ox or cow of any person or persons,
whatsoever, breaking into the field of a person having a law-
ful fence, the owner of such property shall be responsible for
the damages done, and the courts of the several Districts shall
-have cognizance of every such case.

By order—JNO ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.

his
Approved—PATH < KILLER,
mark,
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New Town, Cheroker Nation, November 134}, 1824.

Resolved by the National Committee and Cowncil, That no
monies in future he paid by the Treasurer out of the public
funds to any person for any service or claim, which has not
been previously allowed or ordered by the National Commit-
tee, and that all expresses ordered by the principal Chiefs, on
emergencies, should be presented before the Committee, with
the certificate of the principal chiefs, stating the business on
which the express was ordered, and

Be it further resolved, That it shall be the duty of every
Light Horseman to obey the orders of the principal Chiefs,
when called upon to perform any public business of the Na-
tion.

By order.
JNO ROSS, Pres't N. Com.
his
Approved—PATH » KILLER,
mark.

A McCOY, clerk of Com.
ELIJAH HICKS, Clerk of Coun’l.

0:0

New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 8th, 1824.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That in
future, the contract for supplying the general Council with
good wholesome beef, be let out to the lowest bidder, the con-
tractor giving bond and security for the faithful performance
of his, her or their contracts, and further, that a commissary
be appointed in behalf of the Nation, whose duty it shall be
to see to the weighing of the beef and a proper distribution of
the same among the different camps, and to prevent any un-
necessary waste of the same.

By order of the National Committee.
JNO. ROSS, Pres’'t N, Com.
his
Approved—PATH » KILLER,
mark.
A. McCOY, clerk Com.
ELIJAH HICKS, clerk Coun’l,
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/

|~ New Town, Cherokes Nation, November 12th, 1824.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That any
person or persons, finding a dead cow brute, and skinning the
same, the person or persens shall receive from the owner of
such beast, the sum of fifty cents for a grown one, and twenty-
five cents for a half grown one, and twelve and a half cents
for every calf, and if the owner of the brute so skinned, shall
not think proper to pay the sum aboved named, the person or
persons skinning the same, shall be entitled to the hide, and
any person or persons skinning a cow brute and keepmg it
concealed, shall pay twice the value of the hide, to the owner
of the brute so skinned.

By order. JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.
his
Approved—PATH M KILLER,
mark.

A. McCOY, clerk of Com.
ELITJAH HICKS clerk of Coun’l.

—0:0
New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 12th, 1824,

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
a man be oppointed in each District for the purpose of taking
a correct census of said District, and the sum of forty dollars
be, and is, hereby appropriated to pay each person so appoint-
ed for the service herein required, and further, that it shall be
the duty of each person, so appointed, to make a separate list
of all males from eighteen to fifty-nine years of age, embrac-
ing their names, and all males under eighteen years of age; all
males over fifty nine years of age, and all females under fif-
teen years; all females between fifteen and forty years, and all
females over forty years; and the number of male negro slaves,
and the number of female negro slaves; number of cotton gins,
grist and saw mills, wagons, looms, wheels, ploughs, horses,
cattle, hogs sheep and schools, and number of scholars of each
sex, stores, blacksmith shops; the number of white men mar-
ried to cherokee women; and number of Cherokee men mar-
ried to white women, and also, the number of turnpike ferries,
and public roads, and to make a general report of the manner



i“

of living and the state of agricultural improvements, and it
shall be required of each person so appointed, to complete
their servicges and make their report to the treasurer of the
Nation on or before the fifteenth day of April next.
By order of the National Committee.
JNO. ROSS, Pres't N. Com.
his
Approved—PATH »4 KILLER,
mark.
A. McCOY, clerk of Com.
ELIJAH HICKS, clerk of Coun’l.

0:0
New Town, Cherokee Nation, October 14th, 1825.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, Thatthe
law requiring the several Light Horse companies to act as
jurymen to the courts of their respective districts, is hereby
repealed, and

It is further resolved, That the circuit Judges shall have
power to order the Marshals, Sheriffs of Constables, to select
and empannel five disinterested men of good characters and
judgment, to act as jurors in the courts of their respective dis-
tricts, and in no case shall a Marshal, Sheriff or Constable,
who may be interested in any cause, be competent to make a
sclection and empannel jurors to sit upon that particular
case.

Be it further resolved, That each juror shall be entitled to
receive seventy-five cents per day for services upon presenting
a certificate from the circuit and district Judges, attested by
the clerk of the District Court.

By order of the National Commiittee.
JNO. ROSS, Pres't N. Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker
his
Approved—PATH ¥ KILLER,
mark
CH. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY, clerk of Com. J
E. BOUDINOTT, clerk of Coun’l. .
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For the better security of the common property of the Che-
rokee Nation, and for the protection of the rights and privil-
eges of the Cherokee people, We, the undersigned members of
the Committee and Council, in legislative Council convened,
have established, and by these presents do hereby declare, the
following articles as a yfzed and irrevocable principle, by which
the Cherokee Nation shall be governed. These articles may
be amended or modified, by a concurrence of two-thirds of the
members of the Committee and Council in legislative Coun-
cil convened; viz:

Arrt. 1st. The lands within the sovereign limits of the
Cherokee Nation, as defined by treaties, are, and shall be, the
common property of the Nation. The improvements made
thereon and in the possession: of the citizens of the Nation,
are the exclusive and indefeasible property of the citizens re-
slll)ectively who made, or may rightfully be in possession of
them. ‘

ArT. 2d. The annuities arising from treaties with the U.
States, and the revenue arising out of the tax laws, shall be
funded in the National Treasury, and be the public property
of the Nation.

Arr. 3d. The legislative Council of the Nation shall alone
possess the legal power to manage and dispose of, in any man-
ner by law, the public property of the Nation, Provided, noth-
ing shall be construed in this article, so as to extend that
right and power to dispossess or divest the citizens of the Na-
tion of their just rights to the houses, farms and other improve-
ments in their possession.

_ArT. 4th.  The Principal Chiefs of the Nation shall in no

wise hold any treaties, or dispose of public property in any
manner, without-the express authority of the legislative Coun-
cil in session.
i ART. 5th. The members of Committee and Council, dur-
ing the recess of the legislative Council, shall possess no au-
thority or power to convene Councils in their respective dis-
tricts, or to act officially on any matters of concern to the
public affairs of the Nation, excepting expressly authorized or
delegated by the legislative Council in session.

) Art. 6th. The citizens of the Nation, possessing exclu-
sive and indefeasible right to their respective improvements,
as expressed in the first article, shall possess no right or pow-
er to dispose of their improvements to citizens of the United
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States, under such penalties, as may be prescribed by law in
such cases.

ArT. 7th. The several courts of justice in the Nation shall
have no cognizance of any case transpiring previous to the
orgamization of courts by law, and which case may have
been acted upon by the chiefs in council, under the then ex-
isting custom and usage of the Nation, excepting there may
be an express law embracing the case.

Art. 8th. The two Principle Chiefs of the Nation, shall
not, jointly or separately, have the power of arresting the
judgments of either of the courts or of the legal acts of the
National Committee and Council, but that the judiciary of
the Nation shall be independent and their decisions final and
conclusive; Provided, always, That they act in conformity
to the foregoing principles or articles, and the acknowledged
laws of the Nation.

Done in Legislative Council, at New Town, this 15th day

of June, 1825,
JNO. ROSS, Pres’t. N, Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker of Council,
his
Approved.—PATH »4 KILLER, Prin’l Chief.
mark.

0.0

New Town, Cherokce Nation, October 14th 1825.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
the law requiring the district Judges to act as jurors tp the
Supreme Court, from and after the adjournment of the pre-
sent Supreme Court, is, and shall be, null and void, and that
the four circuit Judges alone, shall thereafter compose the
Supreme Court, to review and decide upon all cases appealed
from the District Courts, and that each Judge shall be in-
competent to sit, act or decide, upon any cause appealed from
their respective District courts.

- JNO. ROSS, Pres't. N. Com.
Approved—MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker.
his
PATH + KILLER.

mark,
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New Town, Cherokee Nation October 15th, 1825.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That an
agent or agents, shall be appointed to solicit and receive
donations in money from individuals, or societies throughout
the United States, for the object of establishing and support-
ing a national academy, and for procuring two sets of tpyes
to fit one press, to establish a printing office at New Town;
(C. N.) one set of types to be composed of English letters,
the other of Cherokee characters, the invention of George
Guist, a Cherokee.

Be it further resolved, That the agent or agents be requir-
ed to keep a correct account of his or their travelling ex-
penses, and the same to be paid out of the sum collected, and
said agent or agents shall be entitled to receive eight per cent.
on the amount paid ovet to the Treasurer.

Be it further resolved, That the Treasurer be, and is, here-
by authorised to apply fifteen hundred dollars, out of the pub-
lic funds, towards the objects herein specified; and in case
that the agent or agents are successful in obtaining donations
sufficient to purchase the requisite types and press, the Treas-
urer is further authorised to make the purchase as soon as
circumstances will permit. In the mean time, the Treasurer
is hereby required to open a correspondence with such per-
son or persons of some of the eastern cities, as may be cap-
dble of giving correct information relative to the same, for
which the two sets of types and press can be purchased; and
the National Comwittee and Council hereby appoint Elias
Boudinott as agent to solicit and receive donations for the
objects herein specified; and further, the Treasurer is hereby
authorised to appoint other agent or agents, if in his judg-
ment, may be hereafter deemed expedient.

JNO. ROSS, Pres't N. Com.
Concurred in by the council.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker,
his
PATH - KILLER,
mark.
CH. R. HICKs.
A. McCOY, clerk Com.
E. BOUDINOTT, clerk- Coun’l.
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New Town, Cherokee Nation, October 15th, 1825.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
the poll tax law is, and shall be, suspended for two years
from the 1st of Janmuary next; Provided, nothing shall be so
construed in this suspension, as to discharge or release those
who have not paid their taxes, from paying up all their ar-
rearages; therefore,

Be it further resolved, That the collecting officers are here-
by required to make collections without delay from all those
who may be in arrears for poll taxes including the present

year.
INO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.
Approved—MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker,
his
PATH » KILLER,
mar
CH. R. HICKS.
A. McCoy, clerk Com.
E. BOUDINOTT, clerk Coun’l

0.0~

New Town, Cherokee Nation, October 17th, 1825.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
the Judges of the Supreme Court during the session of said
Court, shall have power to summons any of the Marshals,
Bheriffs or Constables of the several Districts, who may be at
New Town, to perform their official duties during each term,
and in case any officer 8o summoned refuses or neglects to
obey such summons, he or they shall pay a fine at the discre-
tion of the Court, not exceeding five dollars not less than
one dollar and fifty cents.

JNO. ROSS, Pres't. N. Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker.
his
Approved—PATH ¢ KILLER,
mark
CH. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY, clerk of Com.
E. BOUDINOTT, clerk Coun’l.
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New Town, Cherokee Nation, October 17th, 1825.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That all
contested claims, where there is no evidence of the claimant
or claimants having demanded or set forth his, her or their
claim, within the term of two years, after such claim or claims
may be alleged to have existed, then, in that case, such claim
or claims shall be considered null aud void, and be irrecover-
able by law; Provided, nothing shall be construed in the fore-
going resolution, so as to impair contracts, or bar any person
ot persons from recovering any note of hand, or liquidated
accounts, at any period after the limitation herein specified.

JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker,
his
PATH < KILLER,
mark.
CH. R. HICKs.
A. McCOY, clerk Com.
E. BOUDINOTT, clerk Coun’l.

0:0

New Town, Cherokee Nation, October 7th, 1825.

Tur National Committee concur with the Council so far in
remitting the fine imposed by the court on Samuel! Henry as
the Nation is concerned, excepting the Marshal’s fee and the
confiscation of the brandy, the proceeds arising from the sale
of the brandy to revert to the informer agreeably to his con-
sent; Provided, that the said Samuel Henry also obligates
himself, under bond and security, in future never to violate
the laws of this Nation, by the introduction of ardent spirits
into the Nation, under the penalty of making good the fine
herein remitted, and also, of being dealt with as the law di-
rects,

JNO. ROSS, Pres't Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker.
his
Approved—PATH » KILLER,
mark.
CH. R. HICKS.
5
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New Town, Cherokee Nation, October 31st, 1825,

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
all gold, silver, lead, copper or brass mines, which may be
found within the limits of the Cherokee Nation, shall be the
public property of the Cherokee Nation, and should the legis-
lative Council deem it profitable and expedient, to have such
mines or mines worked, then, in that case, the discoverer or
discoverers shall be entitled to receive one fourth of the nett
proceeds arising from such minerals,

JNO. ROSS, Pres’t. N. Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker.
his
Approved—PATH » KILLER,
mark,

CIIL. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY, clerk of Com.

E. BOUDINOTT, clerk Coun’l.

0:0
New Town, Cherolee Nation, November 3th, 1825.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
the treasurer of the Cherokee Nation be, and he is hereby au-
therized to loan out on interest, at six per cent. per annum,
such curplus public monies as inay be in the treasury, after
ample appropriations have been made to meet the annual ex-
penditiires for the support of gcvernment, to such citizen or
citizens of the Cherokee Nation as may desire a loan; Pro-
vided, such person or persons may be fully able to repay the
sum or sums so loaned, and also, shall give bond and two good
and suflicient sccurities, citizens of the Nation; and Provid-
ed alzo, that each loan shall not exceed five hundred dollars,
and for a length of time not exceeding six months, excepting
by paying up the interest and renewing the bond; then, and
in that case, the loan may be continued six months longer,
and in case of failure to make vayment or to renew the bond,
then, and in that case, the bond shall be put into the hands of
some public officer for collection, and thie defaulter’s private
property shall be levied upon, executed and sold to the high-
est bidder, unless redeemed within the periods following; to
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wit: for all sums above one hundred dollars and under two
hundred and fifty dollars, twenty days; and from two hundred
and fifty dollars and upwards, thirty days. The officer’s fees
for collection, and the necessary expenses incurred by keep-
ing the property, shall also be deducted from the sale of the
defaulter’s property.
JINO. ROSS, Pres’t N, Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker,
his
PATH = KILLER,
mark
CH. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY, clerk Com.
E. BOUDINOTT, clerk Cour’l.

0.0

New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 8th, 1825,

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That the
law authorizing the appointment of Light Horse companies,
passed at Brown’s Town on the 11th day of September, 1808,
be, and the same is hereby repealed, and that in lieu of Light
Horse companies, a Marshal, Sheriff, deputy Sheriff and two
Constables, shall be chosen and appointed for each district,
in the following manner; to wit:

The Marshals to be elected by the National Committee, and
the principal Sheriffs to be elected by the people in their re-
spective districts; and the two Constables by the people with-
in their particular bounds for the term of two years. The Mar-
shals and Sheriffs shall enter into bond and give two or more
good and suflicient securities, in a penal sum not less than one
thousand dollars. The Sheriffs to appoint their own deputies
and for whose conduct they shall also be held responsible and
bound. The Constables shall enter into bond and give two
good securities in the penal sum of two hundred dollars.—
The duties of the Marshals and Sheriffs shall be to make col-
lections of all just debts, and such notes of hand, liquidated
accounts and judgments, and to arrest horse thieves and other
rogues and murderers for trial, according to law.

The duties of the Constables shall he the same as that of
the Marshals and Sheriffs, but they shall be confined within
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their respective bounds in exercising their official duties; and
each of the above named officers are hereby authorized, when
in pursuit of criminals, to summons as many men as may be
necessary to arrest such criminals, and any person or persons
refusing to obey, without a reasonable excuse, such summons,
he or they shall forfeit and pay a fine of twenty-five dollars
for every such offence, to be recoverable in the same way and
manner as all other debts, and the fines so collected shall be
paid into the National Treasury. The person or persons obey-
ing such summons, upon presenting the officer’s certificate
before the National Treasury, for servicesso performed, shall
be entitled to receive one dollar per day for the time so engag-
ed from actual necessity. The Constables, when executing
their duties in arresting and conducting criminals to the place
of trial, shall also be entitled to one dollar per day for the
time actually engaged. Each Marshal shall be entitled to re-
ceive forty dollars, and each principal Sheriff shall be entitled
to receive thirty dollars per annum for their services, from the
public funds, iu addition to their fees of eight per cent. for
collections. The deputy Sheriffs and Constables shall also
be entitled to receive eight per cent. fees for collections.

JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.

MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker

his
Approved—PATH »M KILLER,
mark
CH. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY, clerk of Com.
E. BOUDINOTT, clerk of Coun’l.

0.0

New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 9th, 1825.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
all written wills, bearing the signature of the testator, and
signed by one or two respectable witnesses, and the same ap-
pearing to the satisfaction of the court of the district wherein
the testator lived, or where the most of the estate may be sit-
uated, that it is the last will and testament, shall be binding
to all intents and purposes.

Be it further resolved, That nothing shall be construed in
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the foregoing, so as to impair or destroy the validity of any
will having no witnesses, which may be found among the val-
uable papers of the deceased, bearing his or her signature,
which will and signature, shall be satisfactorily proven to be
the hand writing of the deceased.

Be it further resolved, That nuncupative wills, where wit-
nesses are called, and the testator, in the presence of two or
three respectable persons, at his or her last sickness, make
known his or her will, and one of the witnesses being a dis-
interested person, such nuncupative wills, being committed to
writing in ten days after the testators decease, and the same
appearing to the satisfaction of the district court to be agree-
ably to the testators last will and testament, such wills shall
also be valid and binding.

Be it further resolved, That where a person possessing
property and dies intestate, and having a wife and children,
the property of the deceased, shall be equally divided among
his lawful and acknowledged children, allowing the widow an
equal share with the children, after all just debts of the de-
ceased shall have been paid, by those obtaining letters of ad-
ministration, agreeably to law, and in case the deceased leave
a wife without children, then, in that case, the widow shall be
entitled to receive one fourth of the estate, after said estate
shall have been freed from incumbrance of all just and lawful
demands, and the residue of the estate to go to his nearest
kin, and in case a woman claiming and having exclusive
right to property dies and leaving a husband and children,
ber property shall revert to her children and hushand, ip the
same manner as above stated and provided for.

JNO. ROSS, Pres’t. N, Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker of Council,
his
Approved.—PATH ¥ KILLER,
mark.
CH. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY, clerk of Com.

0:0
New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 10th 1825,
Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
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any person or persons, whatsoever, who shall lay violent hands
upon any female, by forcibly attempting to ravish her chastity
contrary to her consent, abusing her person and committing
a rape upon such female, he or they, so offending, upon con-
viction before any of the district or circuit Judges, for the first
offence, shall be punished with fifty lashes upon the bare back,
and the left ear cropped off close to the head; for the second
offence, one hundred lashes and the other ear cut off; for the
third offence, death,

Be it further resolved, That any woman or women, making
evidence against any man, and falsely accusing him of having
laid violent hands upon any woman, with intent of committing
a rape upon her person, and sufficient proof having been ad-
duced before any of the district or circuit Judges to refute the
testimony of such woman or women, she or they, so offending,
shall be punished with twenty-five stripes upon her or their
hare back, to be inflicted by any of the Marshals, Sheriffs or
Constables.

JNO. ROSS, Pres't N. Com.
MAIJOR RIDGE, Speaker.
his
Approved—PATH » KILLER,
i mark.

CH. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY, cletk of Com.

0:0
New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 10th, 1825.

WHEREAS, it has been represented to the General Council,
that much injury is sustained by the inhabitants living on
the boundary lines, from citizens of the United States,
feeding and keeping their stock of property on Cherokee
lands, whereby horses, cattle, hogs, &c., belonging to the
citizens of this nation, are exposed to be taken off by such
person or persons, trespassing; therefore,

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
the Circuit Judges are hereby authorised and directed, to
appoint an assistant ranger in their respective districts, which
border on the boundary lines with the United States, whose
residence shall be nearest o said boundary line, and whose
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duty it shais ue, wolely to pay strict attention to such trespass-
es herein complained of, and to forwarn the frontier inhabit-
ants of the United States in the adjoining counties, from plac-
ing, keeping and feeding, their horses, cattle, hogs, sheep or
goats on Cherokee lands; and to take up, post, and dispose
of, all such property which may be found withiu their respec-
tive bounds, agreeably to the laws respecting estrays, and
any citizen or citizens of the United States, reclaiming and
proving away any such property, and be unable to produce
satisfactory proof, that he, she, or they, did not wiltully place
such property on Cherokee lands, to feed and graze thereon,
the assistant ranger, in that case, is hereby authorised and
required, to exact a fine of two dollars, for every horse, geld-
ing or mare, and one dollar for every head of black cattle,
and twenty-five cents for every head of swine, sheep or goats,
so proven away. Such fines shall be in addition to the fees
allowed by law, to the rangers for their posting, keeping and
selling estrays; but in case sufficient proof can be adduced
to shew that such property was not wilfuily placed on Chero-
kee lands to feed or graze thereon, and that such property
had merely strayed thereon unknown to the owner or own-
ers; then, in that case, the fine herein imposcd, shall not be
exacted; excepting the necessary expenses and {ees allowed
by law in such cases.

Be it further Resolved, That the assistant ranger is here-
by required to observe and pay, strict attention to the same
rules and regulations required of rangers by law, and who
shall also be entitled to the same fees and eight per cent. on
the amount coliected for the fines herein imposed, the re-
mainder for the benefit of the National treasury.

JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com
MAJOR RIDGE, Spcaker.
his
Approved—PATH »{ KILLER,
mark
CH. R. HICKS.

0:0
New Town, Cherokee Nation, 10th November, 1825.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
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the law imposing a tax upon citizen merchants of the Chero-
kee Nation be, and the same is, hereby suspended for the

term of two years,
JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.

MAIJOR RIDGE, Speaker,
his
Approved—PATH > KILLER,
mark.

CH. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY, clerk Com.

0.0

New Town, Cherokee Nation, 10th November, 1825.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That the
law prohibiting persons choosing to emigrate to the Arkansas
country, from selling their improvements, and all others,
from purchasing improvements from such persons under the
penalty of one hundred and fifty dollars, passed on the 27th
Ovctober, 1821, be, and the same is, hereby repealed.

JNO. ROSBS, Pres't N. Com,
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker.
his
Approved—PATH »4 KILLER,
mark
CH. R. HICKS,
A. McCOY, clerk Com.

—0.0

New Town, Cherokee Nation, 10th November, 1825,

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That the
law authorising the Circait Judges to appoint light horse
companies, under certain circumstances, passed on the 13th
November, 1822, be, and the same is, hereby repealed.

JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker.
his
Approved—PATH » KILLER,
mark.
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New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 10th, 1825,

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
the children of Cherokee men and white women, living in
the Cherokee Nation as man and wife, be, and they are,
hereby acknowledged, to be equally entitled to all the immu-
nities and privileges enjoyed by the ctizens descending from
the Cherokee race, by the mother’s side.

JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker.
his
Approved—PATH < KILLER,
mark.
A. McCOY, Clerk N. Com.
E. BOUDINOTT, Clerk N. Council.

0:0
New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 10th, 1825.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
the section embraced in thelaw regulating marriages between
white men and Cherokee women, and making it unlawful for
whitemen to have more than one wife, and recommending all
others, also, to have but one wife, be, and the same is, hereby
amended, so that it shall not be lawful hereafter, for any
person or persons whatsoever, to have more than one wife.

JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker.
his
Approved—PATH < KILLER,
mark
CH. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY, clerk N. Com.
E. BOUDINOTT, clerk N. Council.

0:0
New Town, Cherokee Nation, 10th November, 1825.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That a
fence of four inches crack between each rail, for two and a
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half feet up from the ground, shall be considered a lawful
fence, and the hogs of any person or persons whatsoever,
breaking into the field of a person having such a fence, the
owner or owners of such property shall be responsible for all
the damages sustained, and the Courts of the several districts
shall have cognizance of such cases,

JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.

MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker.

his
Approved—PATH » KILLER,

mark
A. McCOY, Clerk N. Com,
L. BOUDINOTT, Clerk N. Council.

New Town, C. N. 10th November, 1825.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, T hat all
the duties required by the subsequent laws to be performed
by light horsemen, shall be performed by the several officers,
superceding the light horse companies, excepting, so far as
performing express services.

JNO. ROSS, Pres't N. Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker.
his
Approved—PATH <4 KILLER,
mark.
A McCOY, clerk N. Com
L. BOUDINOTT, Clerk N. Council.

0:0

New Town, C. N., 10th November, 1825.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
the Treasurer of the Cherokee Nation be required to enter
into bond with ten good and approved securities, in the penal
sum of fifiy thousand dollars, for the faithful performance of
his dutics according to law, and that the bond and securities
be rencwed at the end of every two years.

Be it further Resolved, 'That the salary of the Treasurer
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of the Cherokee Nation, shall be three hundred dollars per
annum.
JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker.
his
Approved—PATH ¥ KILLER,
mark
A. McCOY, Clerk, N. Com.
E. BOUDINOTT, Clerk N- Council.

0:0

New Town, C. N., 10th November, 1823,

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That all
improvements which may be left by any person or persons
removing to another place, and the improvements so left, re-
main unoccupied for the term of three years, such improves
ments shall be considered abandoned and any other person
or persons, whatsoever, may take and go in possession of
such improvements, in the same manner as if there were no
improvements,

JNO. ROSS, Pres’'t N. Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker.
his
Approved—PATII < KILLER,
mark.
A. McCOY, Clerk N" Com.
E. BOUDINOTT, Clerk N. Council.

0:0
New Town, Cherokee Nation, Noviinber 12th, 15235.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That all
lawful contracts shall be binding, and whenever judgment or
judgments shall have been obtained from any of the Courts
of justice in the Cherokee Nation, against any person or
persons whatsoever, on a plea of debt, it shall be lawful for
such person or persons to stay such juagment or judgments
by giving bond with sufficient security within five days after
such judgment shall have been issued; and the stay shall not
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exceed for all sums under ten dollars, twenty days; for all
sums from ten and under thirty dollars, sixty days; for all
sums from thirty and under fifty dollars, ninety days; for all
sums from fifty dollars and under one hundred, six months;
and for all sums cver one hundred dollars, nine months; and
in case the person or persons against whom judgment or
judgments shall be issued, fail to give bond and security as
aforesaid, it shall be the duty of the officer or officers, in
whose hands such judgment or judgments may be placed, to
levy upon his, her or their property, and advertise the same
for public sale. For all sums from one to one hundred dol-
lars, ten days; for all sums over one hundred and fifty, twenty
days; for ali sums over two hundred and fifty dollars, thirty
days indulgence shall be given for the redemption of such
property, and should the property so advertised for sale be
not redeemed in the periods herein stated, it shall be sold at
public vendue, to the highest bidder, for ready money. The
property so sold, shall become the rightful property of the
purchaser or purchasers, and the lawful officers disposing of
the same shall be, and are, hereby authorised to issue bills of
sale for all such property sold, agreeable to their official au-
thorities. All sums over the amount of the debt for which
the property is sold after deducting officer’s fees, shall be re-
turned to the proper owner or owners.

Be it further Resolved, That it shall not be lawful for any
officer or officers to attach, and sell the following property
of any person or persons, on any account whatsoever, to wit:
houses, farms and other improvements; household and kitchen
furniture, farming utensils; and also, one cow and calf, one
sow and pigs, and one gun, shall be reserved.

JNO. ROSS, Pres’t. N. Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker.
his
Approved—PATH < KILLER.

mark,
A. McCOY, Clerk N. Com.

0:0
New Town, Cherokee Nation, 12th November, 1825.
Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
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mechanics of the several branches of trade, of good charactet
and sobriety, and well skilled in their respective professions,
are hereby privileged and admitted to come into the Chero-
kee Nation fot the term of four or five years, under the re
quest and superintendence of such respectable individuals as
are interested in the improvement of the youths of this coun-
try, who shall obtain from the proper authority a permit for
them; such mechanics when brought into the Nation, shall
be bound to set up a shop and carry on their trade regularly,
for the time permitted, and shall further be bound to take un-
der their care for instruction, as many apprentices as practi-
cable, and to learn them their respective crafts; and

Be it further resolved, That the District Courts be, and
they are, hereby authorised to bind out such youths, with the
consent and approbation of their parents or guardians, as may
apply for admission as apprentices to any of the aforesaid me-
chanics, such mechanics entering into bond and giving such
person or persons introducing them into the Nation as secu-
rities, that they will honestly and faithfully, instruct such ap-
prentices as may be bound under them, in their trade; and the
mechanics and selurities are authorised to call upon, and it
shall be the duty of any public officer to arrest and return,
any apprentices, that may run away; and further, the various
mechanics introduced, under this law, shall be amenable to
the authorities and Jaws of this Nation, for any offence they
may commit,

JNO ROSS, Pres't N. Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaket.
his
Approved—PATH »< KILLER,
mark.
CH. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY, Clerk of Com.
E. BOUDINOTT, Clerk N. Council.

0.0 e

New Town, Cherokee Nation, Novenber 12th, 1825.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
all persons who may be subpened by the Clerk of any of the
Courts to appear before any of the Courts as evidence in any
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case, and such person or persons refusing to appear and beaz
evidence, and he, she or they being unable to make any rea-
sonable or lawful excuse for not appearing, such person or
persons, upon conviction, shall pay a fine of twenty dollars for
every such offence, to be collected for the benefit of the per-
son ot persons non-suited, or cast in consequence of the want
of that person or persons’ testimony; and
Beit further resolved, That such witnesses, attending agree-
ably to the summons, he, she or they, shall be entitled to re-
ceive seventy-five cents per day for each day’s attendance,
including the time for going and returning, and to be levied
off the person or persons against whom judgment may be
issued. 'These resolutions to be considered as an amendment
to the law psssed Nov. 12th, 1824; and to supercede the sec-
sion embracing similar cases.
JNO ROSS, Pres't N. Com.
MAIJOR RIDGE, Speaker.
his
Approved—PATH » KILLER,
mark.
A. McCOY, clerk of Com.
E. BOUDINOTT, Clerk N. Council.

—0:0——
New Town, Cherokce Nation, November 12th 1825.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
one hundred town lots, of one acre square, be laid off on the
Oostenallah river, commencing below the mouth of the creek,
nearly opposite to the mouth of Caunausauga river. The
public square to embrace two acres of ground, which town
shall be knwown and called Echota; there shall be a main
st!'(e;et of sixty feet and the other streets shall be fiifty feet
wide.

Be it further resolved, That the lots, when laid off, be sold
to the highest bidder. The purchaser’s right shall merely be
occupancy, and transferrable only to lawful citizens of the
©herokee Natlon, and the proceeds arising from the sales of
the lots shall be appropriated for the benefit of the public
buildings in said town; and

Be it further resolved, That three eommissioners be ap-
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pointed to superintend the laying off the aforesaid lots, mark-
ing and numbering the same, and to act as chain carrier, and
a surveyor be employed to run off the lots and streets accord-
ing to the plan prescribed. The lots to be commenced run-
ning off on the second Monday in February next, and all the
ground lying within the following bounds, not embraced by
the lots, shall remain vacant as commons for the convenience
of the town; viz: beginning at the mouth of the creek, oppo-
site the mouth of Caunausauga, and up said creek to the
mouth of the dry branch, on which George Hicks lives, up
said branch to the point of the ridges, and thence in a circle
round along said ridges, by the place occupied by the Crying
Wolf, thence to the river.

JNO. ROSS, Pres't N. Com.

MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker.

his
Approved—PATH < KLILER,
mark.
CH. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY, clerk of Com.
E. BOUDINOTT, Clerk N. Council.

0:0
New Town, Cherokee Nation, November 12th, 1825.

Judge Martin, George Saunders and VWalter S. Adair, are
#lected commissioners to superintend the laying off the lots in
the town of Echota.

By order. JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.

A. McCOY, clerk of Gom.

0:0
Echota, Cherokce Nation, November 12th, 1825,

Fhe subject of the improvements made, and now occupied
by individuals, on the public ground selected for the juris-
diction of the town of Echota, have been taken up by the
National Committee. The question arising is, whether
the Nation is bound to pay for any such improvements
made by individuals since the site has been selected by the
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Nation for the establishment of a town ss the seat of gov~

ernment. The decision of the Commiitee on this question

is, that the Nation is not bound to make compensation for

any such improvements; but in order to extend indulgence

toward Alex. McCoy and E. Hicks, who are now living

within said bounds, and are in possession of dw elling houses

of some value, it is hereby agreed and

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
should the dwelling houses of the aforesaid McCoy and Hicks
fall within lots which ave to be laid off, they shall have the
preference of occupancy to said lots, Provided they pay for
the same at the rate which any other Int of equal value and
advantageously situated may sell for; it is further agreed and
admitted, that the improvement lately occupied by War Club,
and the one now in the possession of the Crying Wolf shall
be paid for at the public expense; agreeably to the valuation
made by W, Hicks, Geo. Saunders and Jos. Crutchfield.

JNO. ROSS, Pres't N. Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker.
his
Approved—PATH < KILLER,

mark.

CH. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY, clerk Com.
E. BOUDINOTT, Clerk N. Council.

0:0
Echeta, Cherokee Nation, 14th November, 1825,

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That a
memorial be drawn up and presented, through the United
States’ Agent for this Nation, to the Cengress of the United
States, claiming, and respectfully soliciting, the allowance of
interest on the twenty years annual instalment of oae thousand
dollars per annum, arising from the treaty of ‘r'illico 24th
QOctober, 1804, which has recently been ratified on the part
of the United States; and that the proper papers showing that
this Nation had heretofore demaunded of the United States
government the fulfilment of the treaty, with interest, also to
accompany the memorial.

Be it further resolved, That 3 communication be address-
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ed to the United States’ Agent for this Nation, touching the
non-compliance, on the part of the Unicoy turnpike company,
to make the annual payments, promised under the articles of
agreement granting the opening said road, and to request that
measures may be taken to coerce the said Unicoy turnpike
company to comply with the articles of agreement which have
been ratified by the treaty of 1819.
JNO. ROSS, Pres’t. N. Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker of Council,
his
Approved —PATH < KILLER,
mark.
CH. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY, clerk of Com.

[]
0.0

Echota, Cherokee Nation, November 14th, 1825.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
John Ross, E. Hicks and E. Boudinott, are hereby authorised
to draft a memorial in behalf of the Cherokee Nation, to the
Congress of the United States, soliciting and praying, interest
to be allowed on the $20,000 accruing from the treaty of Til-
lico, 1804; and also, to draw up a communication to the Uni-
ted States’ Agent of this Nation, on all important matters
touching the interest of this Nation; and also to arrange and
prepare the revision of the laws of this Nation for the press.

JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker.
his
Approved—PATH <4 KILLER,
mark

CH. R. HICKS,”
A. McCOY, clerk Com. .
E. BOUDINOTT, Clerk N. Council.

-

0:0
Echota, Cherokee Nation, 14th Novemb:r, 1825.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
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the Commissioners appointed to superintend the surveying, in
carrying chains, laying off lots and staking the same, in the
town of Echota, shall be allowed and paid the sum of two dol-
lars per day.
’ JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker.
his
Approved—PATH » KILLER,
mark
CH. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY, clerk Com.
E. BOUDINOTT, clerk N. Council.

0:0
Echota, Cherokee Nation, November 14th, 1825

Arexanper McCov is hereby authorised and permitted to
eultivate and raise a crop the ensuing year, in the field lying
on the river below the ferry, and also the one lately owned by
the War Club, on the river below the mouth of the spring
branch, which improvements belong to the public, and lie
within the town of Echota; Provided, said McCoy does not
suffer the stakes to be removed which are to separate the
town lots, to be laid off in said fields, and that said McCoy
surrender possession of those fields to the public on or before
the second Monday in October next.

JNO. ROSS, Pres’t. N. Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker.
his
Approved—PATH < KILLER,
mark
CH. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY, clerk of Com.
E. BOUDINOTT, clerk Coun’l.

0:0
The National Committee have elected W. 8. Adair circuit

Judge for Hickory Log and Hightower districts, in place of

James Daniel, resigned. )
The Committee have also elected Moses Parris as district
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Judge for Hickory Log district, in place of Thos. S8aunders,
resigned. The Committee have also elected W. Hicks, as a
member of Council for Coosawatee district, in place of White
Path, removed.
Submitted to the Council for concurrence.
JNO. ROSS, Pres’t. N. Com,
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker.
his
Approved—PATH »< KILLER.
mark,

0:0

Know all men by these presents, That we, G. Hicks, Elijah
Hicks and Lewis Ross, securities, are held and firmly bound
in the penal sum of one thousand dollars, well and truly to be
paid to Charles R. Hicks, Treasurer of the Cherokee Nation,
or his successors in office. 'The condition of the above bond
is such, that the said G. Hicks is appointed Marshai of Coo-
sawatee district, for the purpose of executing and carrying
the laws of the Nation into effect, without favor or affection,
and to exact no more fees for collection, than what is allowed
by law; and further, the said Hicks, is bound not to take in-
terest in behalf of any person or persons engaged in law suits
so as to influence the decision of such suit or suits, either by
selecting partial jurors, or pleading in behalf of either party,
or using any means whatever, or causing the same to be done,
so as to defeat a fair and an impartial trial and just decision,
during the time he, the said Hicks, shall be in commission;
and this obligation being duly and faithfully observed and car-
ried into effect, shall be null and void when the commission
expires; or otherwise, the said Hicks, Elijah Hicks and Lew-
- i8 Ross, securities, their heirs, &ec., shall be firmly bound in
the penalty herein stated, and the same shall be recoverable in
any courts of justice. As witness our hands and seals, this
9th day of November, 1825,

Geo. Hicks,

E. Hicks, e
Witnesses Lzwis Ross, } Securities
Ixo. Ross,
A. McCoyv,

Jas. Danizw,



68
The form of the Oath adminis'ered to the
Several Officers.

You do solemnly swear, by the Holy Evangelists of Almigh-
ty God, that you as Marshal of Coosawatee district, wi.ll strict-
ly support and observe the laws of the Cherokee Nation, and
to execute the decisions of the Courts, and make collections
without favor or affection, to any person or persons whatsoev-
er, to the best of your knowledge and abilities; so help you
God.

0.0

Creek Nation, at Gen. William McIntosk's, in Council be-
tween the Creeks and Cherokees have this day made a Trea-
ty about their boundary line; wviz:

Arr. Ist. A lYine we do hereby acknowledge, shall be
run from Buzzard Roost, on the Chattahoochee river, a di-
rect line so as to strike the Coosa river opposite the mouth of
Will’s creek, thence down the bank of said river opposite to
Fort Strother, on said river; all north of said line is the Che-
rokee lands, all south of said line is the Creek land-~.

Art. 2d. We the Commissioners, do further agree that
all the Creeks that are north of the said line above nentioned
shall become subjects to the Cherokee Nation.

Arrt. 3d. Al Cherokees that are south of the said line
shall become subjects of the Creek Nation.

ArT. 4th. If any chief or chiefs of the Cherokees should
fall within the Creek Nation; such chief shall be continued
as chief of said Nation.

Arr. 5th. If any chief or chiefs of the Creeks should fall
within the Cherokees, that is, north of said line, they shall be
continued as a chief of said Nation.

Arr. 6th. If any subject of the Cherokee Nation should
commit murder and run into the Creek Nation, the Chero-
kees will make application to the Creeks to have the murderer
killed, and when done, the Cherokee Nation will give the
man who killed the murderer, £269.

Art. 7th. If any subject of the Creek Nation should com-
mit murder and run to the Cherokees, the Creeks will make
application to the Cherokees to have the murderer killed, and
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when done the Creek Nation will give the man who killed
the murderer $200.

Arr. 8th. If any Cherckees should come over the line
and commit murder or theft on the Creeks, the Creeks will
make a demand of the Cherokees for satisfaction.

Arr. 9th. If any Creeks should come over the line and
commit murder or theft on the Cherokecs, the Cherokees will
make a demand of the Creeks for satisfaction.

Arr. 10th. All claims of theft from the time of the meet-
ing held at Hickcry ground, Ccosa river, near Fort Jackson,
with the Feur Nations, at the time Bools was taken, up to
this date, it is agreed by the commissioners of both Nations
that they shall be foreclosed by this treaty.

Art. 11th. All individual debts, the creditors will look
to their debtors.

Art. 12th. The Commissioners of both Nations do agree
the lines described in the foregoing treaty, shall be raitified,
when the heads of both Nations sign the treaty.

We, the Commissioners, do hereby set our hands and seals
this eleventh day of December, 1821.

The above treaty of boundary run by Gen. W. Mclntosh
and Samuel Hawkins, Commissioners duly authorised by their
Nation, and Thomas Petitt and John Beamer, authorized
Commissioners of the Cherckee Nation, is forever hereafter
acknowledged by both Nations to be permanent.

CHEROKEE NAMES.

Chulicd, Old Turkey, Ta-car-sut-tah, Walking Stick, T.
Woodward, Ta-car-sen-na, Oo-ta-le-tah, Will Interpreter,
The Boot, Small Wood, Path Killer.

CREEK NAMES.

Gen. Win. McIntosh, Es-tun-e-tus-tun-c-gee, T's-us-he-hou-
lock, Cau-chau-tus-tun-e-gee, Tuskinhou, Tus-tin-e-gee, Na-
han-lockepy, Chau-the-se-tus-tin-e-zee, Is-po-go-mico, Dick
Interpreter, I1la-be-he-lus-tin-ne-gee, Tus-ten-ne-cho-poy, Ha-
poy-e-hau-gee, Tus-ke-he-now, John Stedhouse, William Ham-
bly, Big Warrior.

Witnesses,

Major Ridge,
Daniel Griffin.
Joseph Vann, clerk to the Commissioners.
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Be it remembered, This day, that 1 have approved of the
treaty of boundary, concluded on by the Cherokees, east of
the Mississippi, and the Creek Nation of Indians, on the 11th
day of December, 1821, and with the modifications proposed
by the Committee and Council, on the 28th day of March,
in the current year. Given under my hand and seal at Fort-
ville, this 16th day of May, 1822,

CH. R HICKS.

Witness,

L=onarp Hicks.

0:0

W ireas, The treaty concluded between the Cherokees and
Creeks, by Commission duly authorized by the chiefs of
their respective nations, at Gen. Wm. Mclntosh’s on the
eleventh day of December, (A. D.,) cne thousand eight hun-
dred and twenty-one, establishing the boundary line between
the two nations, has this day been laid before the members
of the National Committee, by the head Chiefs and members
of Council of the Cherokee Nation, and Samuel Hawkins,
Sah-naw-wee, Ninne-ho-mot-tee and In-des-le-af-kee, Chiefs
duly appointed and authorised by the head Chiefs of the
Creek Nation, for friendly explanation and full understand-
ing of the constructions to be placed on. the different arti-
cles contained in the aforesaid treaty, and to make such
alterations as may be conceived necessary for the pcace and
harmony and friendship existing between the two nations;
therefore, we the undersigned, in behalf of our respective
nations, do hereby enter into the following agreement; viz:
The first article of the aforesaid treaty, establishing the

boundary between the two nations from Buzzard Roost, on
the_Chattahoochee river, in a direct line to Coosa river, op-
posite to the mouth of Will’s creek, thence down said river
opposite to Fort Strother, is hereby acknowledged and shall
forever be permanent.

The 2d and 3d articles, making provision for the citizens
of both nations, who may fall within the limits of the other,
after running the line, to become subjects thereof shall not be
construed so as to compel the individuals falling within the
limits of the other to become subjects of that nation, but it
shall be left entirely to their own choice.
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The 4th and 5th articles providing for the chiefs of both
nations who may fall within the limits of the other, and choose
tol ecome subjects thereof, shall not be construed so as to
compel either nation to keep such chief or chiefs-in the au-
thorities of their respective Councils, but the two nations shall
exercise their own authorities in the sclection and appoint-
ments of the'r own chiefs.

The 6th and 7th articles are hereby repealed and made void
and the following agreement substituted; viz: In case a citi-
zen or citizens of either nation, committing murder in their
own nation, and escaping to the nation of the other party for
refuge, and the chiefs of the nation from whence the murderer
or murderers so absconded, should, in their Council, issue a
procl mition offering a reward for the apprehension of such
murderer or murderers, the chiefs of the contracting nations
agree to use every measure in their power to have the offend-
er or offenders apprehended and delivered over to the chiefs
of the nation from wheunce such murder or murders may have
escaped.

The 8th and 9th articles, so far as relates to crossing the
line and committing murder on the subjects of the other, is
approved and adopted; but respecting thefts, it is hereby agre-
ed that  he following rule be substituted, and adopted; viz:—
Should the subjects of either nation go over theline and com-
mit theft, and he, she or they be apprehended, they shall be
tr'ed and dealt with as the laws of that nation directs, but
should the person or persons so offending, make their escape
and return to his, her or their ndtion, then the person or per-
sons so aggrieved, shall make application to the proper author-
ities of that nation for redress, and justice shall be rendered
as far as practicable, agreeably to proof and law, but in no
case shall either nation be accountable.

The 10th article is approved and adopted and all claims for
tbelf’ts, considered closed by the treaty as stipulated in that ar-
ticle.

The 11th article is approved and adopted, and it is agreed
further, the contracting nations will extend their respective
laws with equal justice towards the citizeus of the other inre-
gard to collecting debts due by the individuals of their nation
to those of the other.

The 12th article is fully approved and confirmed. We dd
hereby further agtee to allow those individuals who have fell
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within the limits of the other, twelve months from the date
hereof, to determin whether they will remove into their re-
spective nations, or continue and become subjecis of that na-
tion; and it is also agreed, that in case the citizens of either
nation, who may choose to remove into the nation of the oth-
er and become subjects thereof, such person or persons shall
be required to produce testimonials of their good character
from the Councils of their respective nations and present the
same before the Councils of the other nation; and should the
chiefs thereof then think proper to receive and admit them,
it may so be done

In behalf of our respective nations, we do hereby adopt the
above modifications and explanations of the several articles of
the treaty establishing the boundary line between the two na-
tions, and also tne additional agrcement now made, shall
hereafter be consideted the basis on which our respective cit-
itens shall be governed. In witness whereof we have here-
unto set cur hands and seals, this 30th day of October, 1823.

JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.

Geo. Lowry, Richard Taylor, Tho's Fareman, Tho's Petit,
The Hair, John Bawldridge, Sleeping Rabbit, John Downing,
Kelechulah, Cabbin Smith, Chu-wal-o-kee, John Beamer,
Going Snake, Chickesawtee, Cherokee Commissioners.

Approved—PATH 4 KILLER,

Sam’l Hawkins, In-de-le-af-kee, Sah-now-wee, Nin-ne-ho-

mot-tee, Creck Commissioners.
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WaEereas, the General Council of the Cherokee Nation, now
in session, having taken into consideration the subject of
adopting a Constitution for the future Government of said
Nation, and after mature deliberation, it is deemed expe-
dient that a Convention be called, and in order that the
wishes of the people of the several Districts may be fairly
represented on this all important subject,

It is hereby resolved by the National Committee and Coun-
cil, That the persons hereinafter named be, and they are
hereby nominated and recommended to the people of their
respective Districts as candidates to run an election for seats
in the Conventicn; and three out of the ten in each District
who shall get the highest number of votes shall be elected;
and fcr the convenience of the people in giving in their votes,
three precincts in each District are selected, and superinten-
ents and clerks to the elections are chosen; and no person
but a free male citizen who is full grown shall be entitled to
a vote; and each voter shall be entitled to vote for three of
the candidates herein nominated in their respective Districts,
and no vote by proxy shall be admitted; and that all the votes
shall be given in wiva voce; and in case of death, sickness or
other incident which may occur to prevent all or any of
the superintendents from attending at the several precincts
to which they are chosen, the people of the respective pre-
cincts shall make a selection to fill such vacancies. And in
case of similar incident occurring to any of the members
elect, the person receiving the next highest number of votes
shall supply the vacancy.

In Chickamaouga District, John Ross, Richard Taylor,
John Baldridge, Jas. Brown, Sleeping Rabbit, John Benge,
Nathaniel Hicks, Sicketowee, Jas. Starr and Daniel McCoy,
are nominated and recommended as candidates; and the elec-
tion in the first precinct shall be held at or near Hicks’ mill,
and Charles R. Hicks, and Archibald [Fields, are chosen
superintendents, and Leonard Hicks, clerk. The election in
the second precint shall be held at or near Hunter Langley’s
in Lookout valley, and James Lowrey and Robert Vann are
chosen superintendents, and John Candy, clerk. The elec-
tion in the third precinct shall be held at the court house,
and Joseph Coodey and William S. Coodey, are chosen su-
perintendents, and Robert Fields, clerk.

In Chattooga District, George Lowrey, Samuel Gunter,

7
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Andrew Ross, David Vann, David Brown, Spirit, The Bark,
Salecooke, Edward Gunter and John Brown, are nominated
and recommended as candidates; and the election in the first
- precinet in this District shall be held at or near Edward Gun-
ter’s schoo! house in Creek Path valley, and Alexander Gil-
breath and Dempsey Fields are chosen superintendents, and
John Gunter, clerk. The election in the second precinct
shall be held at or near Laugh at Mush’s house, in Wills val-
ley, and William Chamberlin and Martin M’Intosh are chos-
en superintendents, and George Lowrey, jr., clerk. The
election in the third precinct shall be held at the court house,
and Charles Vann and James M’Intosh are chosen superin~
tendents, and Thomas Wilson, clerk.

In Coosewaytee District, John Martin, W. S. Adair, Elias
Boudinott, Joseph Vann, John Ridge, William Hicks, Eli-
jah Hicks, John Saunders, Kelechulah, and Alex. McCoy,
are nominated and recommended as candidates. The elec-
tion in the first precinct in this District shall be held at or
near William Hicks’ house on Ooukillokee creek, and Ed-
ward Adair and G. W. Adair are chosen superintendents,
and Stand Watie, clerk. The election in the second pre-
cinct shall be held at Elechaye, and George Saunders and
Robert Saunders, are chosen superintendents, and James
Saunders, clerk. The election in the third precinct shall be
held at the court house, and George Harlin and William
Thompson are chosen superintendents, and Jos. M. Lynch,
clerk.

In Akmohee District, The Hair, Lewis Ross, Thos. Fore-
man, John Walker, Jr. Going Snake, George Fields, James
Bigbey, Deer-in-water, John M’Intosh, and Thomas Fields,
are nominated and recommended as candidates. The elec-
tion in the first precinct in this District shall be held at or
near Kalsowee’s house at Long Savannah, and Wm, Blythe
and John Fields, are chosen superintendents, and Ezekiel
Fields, clerk. The election in the second precinct shall be
held at or near Bridge Maker’s house, at Ahmohee Town,
and Ezekiel Starr and Michael Helterbrand, are chosen su-
perintendents, and James M’Nair, elerk. The election in
the third precinct shall be held at the court hourse, and Da-
vid M’Nair and James M’Daniel, are chosen superintendents,
and T. W. Ross, clerk.

In Hickory Log District, James Daniel, George Still,
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Woman Killer, Robert Rogers, Moses Parris, John Duncan,
Moses Downing, George Ward, Tahquoh, and Sam. Down-
ing, are nominated and recommended as candidates. The
election in the first precinct in this District, shall be held at
or near George Welch's house, at the Cross Roads, and A.
Hutson and E. Duncan, are chosen superintendents, and
Joshua Buffington, clerk. The election in the secend pre-
cinct shall be held at or near Big Savannah, and John Down-
ing and E. M’Laughlin, are chosen superintendents, and John
Daniel, clerk. The election in the third precinct shall be
held at the court house, and John Wright and Ellis Harlin,
are chosen superintendents, and Moses Daniel, clerk. . .

In Hightower District, George M. Waters, Joseph Vann,
Alexander Saunders, John Beamer, Walking Stick, Richard
Rowe, The Feather, Old TField, Te-nah-la-wee-stah, and
Thomas Pettit, are nominated and recommended as candid-
ates. 'The election in the first precinct in this District shall
be held at or near the Old Turkey’s house, and Tahchi-see
and John Harris, are chosen superintendents, and Andrew
Vann, clerk. The election in the second precinct shall be
held at or near You-hah-lah town-house, and Kani-to-hee and
Young Reogers, are chosen superintendents, and John San-
ders, clerk. The election in the third precinct shall be held
at the court house, and Charles Moore and W. Thompson,
are chosen superintendents, and Joseph Philips, clerk.

In Tahquohee District, Chuwalookee, George Owen, Too-
nah-na-lah, Wm. Bowlin, Chips, Ooclen-not-tah, Soo-wa-kee,
Sour John, The Tough, and Charles, are nominated and re-
commended as candidates. The election in the first precinct
in this District, shall be held at or near Nahtahyalee, and A.
M’Daniel and Metoy, are chosen superintendents, and Thom-
as, clerk. The clection in the second precinct shall be held
at or near The Spirit’s house, and Benjamin Timson and
Edward Timson, are chosen superintendents, and J. D. Wof-
ford, clerk.

In Aquohee District, Sitewake, Bald Town George, Rich-
ard Walker, John Timson, Allbone, Robin, (Judge Walker’s
son-in-law) Ahtoheeskee, Kunsenee, Samuel Ward, and Kal-
kalloskee, are nominated and recommended as candiduates.
The election in the first precinct in this District, shall be
held at or near Tasquittee, and Thompson and Dick Down-
ing, are chosen superintendents, and William Reid, clerk.
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The election in the second precinct shall be held at or near
Samuel Ward’s house, and Isaac Tucker and John Bighead,
are chosen superintendents, and David England, clerk. The
electicn 2t the third precinct shall be held at the court house,
and Whirlwind and Bear Conjurcr, are chosen superintend-
ents, and Rev. L. Jones, clerk.

Be it further resolved, That the clection at the several
pleces herein selected for each Disirict, shail be held on the
Saturday previous to the cemmencement of the Courts for
Muay Term next, and a return of all the votes given shall be
made to the superintendents of the election at the court house
on the Monday following, being the first day of court, with a
certificate of the polls, signed by the superintendents and
clerks, and after all the votes being collected and rendered
in, the three candidates having the hizhest number of votes
shall be duly elected, and the superintendents and clerks at
the court house, shall give to eaeh of the members elected a
certificate. And in case there shall be an equal number of
votes between any of the third candidates, the members of
the Convention shall give them the casting vote, and that the
superintendents shall, before entering upon their duties, take
an oath for the faithful performance of their trusts; and that
the members so elected shall, on the 4th day of July next,
meet at Echota and form a Convention, and procced to adopt
a Constitation for the Government of the Cherokee Nation.

Be it further resolved, 'That the principles which shall be
established in the Constitution, to be adopted by the Con-
vention, shall not in any degree go to destroy the rights and
liberties of the free citizens of this Nation, nor to effect or
impair the fundamental principles and laws, by which the Na-
tion is now governed, and that the General Council to be
convened in the fall of 1827 shall be held under the present
existing Authorities; Provided ncvertheless, that, nothing shall
be so construed in this last clause so as to invalidate or pre-
vent the Constitution, adopted by the Convention, from going
into effect after the aforesaid next General Council.

New Echota, 13th October, 1826.

JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker.
his
Approved—PATH »< KILLER,
' mark.
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New Echota, Cherokee Nation, 13th October, 1826.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That the
Principal Chiefs of the Cherokee Nation, the members of the
National Committee, the nembers of Council, the Judges of
the several Courts, and all the officers of the Nation, likewise
jurymen, beforc entering upon the duties of their respective
offices, shall take an oath before some authorized person to
discharge their duties tuithfully and impartially to the best of
their abilities.

JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker.
his
Approved—PATH » KILLIR,
mark.
CH. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY, clerk Com.
E. BOUDINOTT, clerk Coun’l.

0.0

New Echota, Cherokee Nation, 13th October, 1826.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That no
person who disbelieves in the existence of the Creator, and of
rewards and punishments after death, shall be eligible to hold
any office under the government of the Gherokec Nation, nor
be allowed the privilege of his or her testimony in any court
of justice.

JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker.
his
Approved—PATH < KILLER,
mark
A. McCOY, clerk, N. Com.
E. BOUDINOTT, clerk N- Council.

0:0
New Echota, Cherokee Nation, October 14th, 1826.
Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That Mr,

[N
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Ch. R. Hicks, one of the Principal Chiefs, be and he is here-
by authorized to administer the oath of office to the members
of the National Committee, the members of Council, and the
several circuit Judges of the Nation, and the President of the
National Committee be and he is hereby authorized to admin-
ister the oath of office to the two Principal Chiefs; and the
circuit Judges shall administer the oath of office to all other
officers within their respective Districts.
JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker.
his
Approved—PATH » KILLER,
mark.
A. McCOY, clerk N Com.
E. BOUDINOTT, clerk N. Council.

0:0
New Echota, Cherokee Nation, October 14th, 1826.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That a
child under the age of twelve years, whose tender age renders
it improbable that he or she should be impressed with a pro-
per sense of moral obligation or of sufficient capacity, deliber-
ately to have committed an offence, shall not be considered,
or found guilty of any crime or misdemeanor; nor a lunatic
ot a:person insane without lucid intervals, shall be found guil-
ty of any crime with which he or she may be charged; Pro-
vided, the act so charged as criminal shall have been com-
mitted in the condition of such lunacy or insanity.

Be it further resolved, That an idiot shall not be found
guilty or punished for any crime or misdemeanor with which
he or she may be charged:

Be it further resolved, That any person counselling, advis-
ing, or encouraging a child under the age of twelve years, or
a lunatic, or an 1idiot to commit an offence, shall be prosecu-
ted for such an offence when committed, as principal, and if
found guilty shall suffer the same punishment as would have
been inflicted on said child, lunatic or idiot, if he or she had
possessed discretion, and had been guilty,

JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker.
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New Echota, Cherokec Nation, October 16¢h 1826.

Resolved by the National Commitéce and Couneil, That
any woman or wo- et whatscever. wi o shall be found guilty,
before any of the courts of jus{ice, of committing infainticide
during her or their staic of pregnancy, shall upon conviction
receive fiity lashes; and thut any person or persons who shall
also be found eui'tv or aceessary to such an act shall likewise
receive the smue panishment.

Be it furthrr resolved, Tt any person or person s whitso-
ever, wio shall wanton'y fibricate a report without procf
against any wowman or women of commitiing infanticide,
through maliciou-ne=z, with the intent of injuring or de-troy-
ing the character of snch wotan or women, such person or
persons upon conviction belore any of the courts hull reccive
fifty lashes and pay a fine at the di-cretion of the court, for
the benefit o’ the siandered porson or prrsons,

INO ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speuker.
his
Approved—PATIT ¥4 KILLER,
mark,
A. McCOY, clerk of Com.
E. BOUDINOTT, Cierk N. Council.

0.0

Ncw Echota, Cherokee Nation, October 28th, 1826.

Resolved by the National Commitice and Council, That in
case of all contracts and debts payuble in property when the
contracting parties have not specified any fixed period for pay-
ment, it shull be the daty of the creditor or agent to give the
debtor ten days notice of a certain place of delivery, to make
the payment according to contract, and if such notification be
not complied with, it shall then be lawful for the proper offi-
cer to proceed, as the law directs, in levying upon and dispo-
sing of, at public sale to the highest bidder, the property of
such debtor or debtors. This is to be an amendment of the
act of 12th November, 1825,

JNO. ROSS, Pres’t Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker.
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New Echota, Cherokee Nation, October 28th, 1826.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
all improvements which may be left by any person or persons
and removing to another place, and the improvements so left
remain unoccupied for the term of one year, such improve-
ments shall be considered abandoned, any other person or
persons whatsoever may take, and go into possession of, such
improvements in the same manner as if there were no improve-
ments. This act to be an amendment to the one passed 10th
Nov. 1825, and to take effect from the present date.

‘ IJNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com,
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker
his
Approved—PATH » KILLER,
mark.
A. McCOY, clerk N. Com.
E. BOUDINOTT, clerk Coun’l.

0.0

New Echota, Cherokee Nation, November 28th, 1820.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
in case the rightful owner or owners of any property, which
may be sold under the estray laws, shall discover their proper-
ty and produce good and sufficient proof before the National
Treasurer, within the period of eighteen months after the mo-
ney has been paid into the National Treasury, in such cases
the owner or owners of such property shall be entitled to re-
ceive the nett proceeds derived from the sale of his, her or
their property; and this law shall be an amendment to that
passed on the 25th of October, 1825, providing for the ap-
pointment of Rangers, and to take effect from the date of the
amendment,

INO. ROSS, Pres’'t N. Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker.
his
Approved—PATH » KLILER,
mark.
CH. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY. clerk of Com.
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New Echota, Cherokee Nation, November 2d, 1826.

Resolved by the Nationel Committee and Council, That
a housc shall be built for a printing office, of the following
dimensions; 24 by 29 feet, one story high, shingle roof, with
one firc place, one door in the end of the house, one floor,
and a window in each side of the house two lights deep, and
ten feet long, to be chincked and lined in the inside with nar-
row plank; with the necessary watering benches and type
desks requisite for a printing office.
GEO. LOWREY, Pres’t pro-tem.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker,
his
PATH » KILLER,
mark
i CH. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY, clerk Com.
E. BOUDINOTT, clerk Coun’l.

0.0

) New Echota, Cherokee Nation, 4th November, 1826.
% Resolved by the National Committce and Council, That
David Brown and George Lowrey be, and they are hereby
appointed to translate eight copies of the laws of the Chero-
kee Nation, as early as convenient, into the Cherokee lan-
guage, written in characters invented by George Guess, and
also to translate one copy of the New Testament in the same
characters, and to present them to the General Council, when
completed, and the National Committee and Council shall
compensate them for their services.
JNO. ROSS, Pres’t. N. Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker.
his
Approved—PATH » KILLER,
mark
CH. R. HICKS.
A. McCOY, clerk of Com.
E. BOUDINOTT, clerk Coun’l,
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New Echota, Cherolee Nation, 4th November, 1826,

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That the
Treasurer be, and he is hereby directed to purchase at the
public expense, a sledge hammer and a screw plate for Kallo-
noohaszih, provided that the articles do not cost more than
eight dollars, which sum is hereby appropriated for that ob-
ject.

! INO. ROSS, Pres’t. N. Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker.

his
Approved—PATII 4 KILLER.
mark.

A. McCOY, clerk N. Com.
E. BGUDINOTT, Clerk N. Council.

0.0

New Echota, Cherol:ee Nation, November 15th, 1826.

Resolved by the National Committre apd Council, That
the sumn of two hundred and fifty dollars be, and the same is
hereby appropriated out of the prublic funds, for the purpose
of pasing for a house which is directed by law to be bailt for
a Printing Oflice in the Towa of Echota:

Aad b further resolocd, That the Treasurer be, and he
Is fereby aawhorised to app iut three Compnssicuers to in-
s,et the ~dd bai'din: wlhea completed and if fnished,
aziecalds £ Cie obilr. 0 of the undert ker, that entd Come-
ni--iones ~ he autlieri~ed to receive the buiiding: Aad uwpen
the nndert Ler preducig a certificnte before the Tre curer
signed Ly the Commi-siones, shewing that the work was com-
pieied sud eoimiaed eal received by them ~agreeab's to et
tract, he tae Frea-urer i~ wuthorised to pay the underteker the
amount hereln approprivded.

INO. ROSS, Predt N. Com
MAJOR RIDGE, Speiker.

Lis
Arproved—PATII 4 KILLER,
mark

CH. R. HICKS.
A. MeCOY, clerk Com.
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New Echota, Cherokee Nation, 16th November, 1826,

Resolved by the Neational Committee end Council, That
all persons who may be found lurking about from place to
place in the Cherokee Nation, and who are not lawful citi-
zens of this country, nor remaining under a lawlul permit,
shall be viewed aud considered as intruders, and it shall be
the duty of the several oflicers, to notice whetiger such per-
sons are to be fonnd in tireir re:peciive districts, and to give
them ten days notice to remove out of the Cherokee Nation;
and n case of their not cowmplying with the notification, it
shall be the duty of the officers to arrest such persons, and to
deliver them over to the United States” Agent for this Nation
to be proceeded against as the laws of the United States di-
rect. )

JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.
MAJOR RIDGEI, Speaker.
his
Approved—PATII »4 KILLER,
mark.
CIL. IR. HICKS.
A. McCOY, clerk Com.
E. BOUDINOTT, Clerk N. Council.

0:0

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
the Treasurer be, and he is hereby directed not to receive
into the Treasury from the Agents of the United States, on
account of the annual stipends, which are to be puid by them
to the Cherokee Nation, any other description of money than
Specie, Treasury or Notes of the United States Bank.

New Echota, Nov. 16, 1826.

JNO. ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker.
his
Approved—PATH ¥ KILLER,
mark
CH. R. HICKS.
A, McCOY, clerk Com.
® E. BOUDINOTT, Clerk N. Council.
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Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That,
no person shall be allowed to erect or establish a billiard
table in the Cherokee Nation without first obtaining a license
from the Treasurer of the Nation, and paying into the Treas-
ury the sum of two hundred doliars as a tax per annum, and
such license shall not be given for a longer period than one
year at a time; and any persen or persons, who shall erect or
establish a - billiard table without first obtaining a license as
herein required, shall, upon conviction, pay a fine of four
hundred dollars, for the benefit of the Cherokee Nation.

New Echota, Nov. 16, 1826.

JNO. ROSS, Pres’'t N. Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker.
his
Approved—PATH < KILLER,
mark.
A McCOY, clerk N. Com
E. BOUDINOTT, Clerk N. Council.

0:C

Resclved by the National Committee and Council, That
Isaac H. Harris be, and he is hereby appointed principal
Printer for the Cherokee Nation, whose salary shall be four
hundred dollars a year, and whose duty shall be to attend to
the printing of paper to be printed at New Echota; and it
shall further be the duty of said Harris to employ, and he
is hereby authorised to employ a journeyman priuter, of sober
and studious habits in behalf of the Cherokee Nation, in of-
df(;‘r that the aforesaid paper may be successfully carried into
eflect.

And be it further resolved, That the salary of the journey-
man Printer so employed, shall be three hunered dollars 4
year.

And be it further resolved, That the commencement of the
salaries of said Printers shall commence and begin on the
day of the commencement of the paper, which shall take
place as soon as practicable, and that the aforesaid respective
sums be, and are hereby appropriated out of any monies
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated; and it shall be
the duty of the Editor at the expiration of a term to certify
that the Printers have well and faithfully performed their
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contracts as printers, which certificates shall be presented to
the National Treasurer for paytnent, who is hereby authoris-
ed to engage the aforesaid printers in an obligation of suffi-
cient penalty for default, for the certain performance of print-
ing the National paper.
ELIJAH HICKS, Pres’t N. Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker.
Approved—WM. HICKS,
JNO. ROSS.
A. McCOY, clerk Com.
E. BOUDINOTT, Clerk N. Council.

0.0

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
a person be appointed whose duty it shall be to edit a weekly
newspaper at New Echota, to be entitled, the ‘“Cherokee
Pheenix,” ¢“‘ewy seaves,”’ and also to translate matter
in the Cherokee language for the columns of said paper as
well as to translate all public documents which may be sub-
mitted for publication, and that the sum of three hundred
dollars per annum be allowed said editor and translator for
his services.
New Echota, Oct 18, 1826.
ELIJAH HICKS, Pres’t N. Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker Coun.
Approved—WILLIAM HICKS,
JNO. ROSS. -
A. McCOY, clerk Com.
E. BOUDINOTT, Clerk N. Council.

0.0

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
the salaries of the persons attached to the Cherokee Pheenix,
shall be paid quarterly. This to be an amendment to the
resolution providing for their salaries, dated Oct. 18th, 1827.

Be it further Resolved, That, in order to provide against
inconvenience that may arise for want of paper, ink, or other
articles requisite in the printing department, it shall be the
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duty of the Editor to provide from time to time, the necessary
articles as may be needed, which shall be defraved out of the
proceeds of the Cherokee Pheenix.

Be it further Resolved, That the Editor of the Pheenix
be, and he is hereby required to enter into bond with suffi-
cient security for the faithful perfurmance of all his duties;
and that said Editor be and is hereby authorised to receive
all monies that may arisc from subscriptions for the Pheenix,
or from the publication of any other matter; Le is also ex-
pressly empowered to use his discretion in every respect, in
order that the Nation may be benefitted by the iustitation.
All monies arisiug from the Phenix shall be paid into the
Treasury of the Cherokee Nation, quarterly.

Be it further Ressleed, That in case of the sickness of
the Editor, death or resiguation, the Principil Chief shall
h-ve the power of appeinting a suitable Editor to take charge
of the paper in the editorial dgpartment, whese salary shall
be the same as his predecessot’s.

It is furthar Reooleed, That, in cnse of sickness, death,
or resignation of the Priaters, the placc or places so vacated
shall be filled by the Principal Chlefs.  The salaries shall be
the same as the former printers. And in order to have a
native printer, itshall be the duiy of ihe Editor to procure if
possible, a Cherokee appreuntice, whose clothes and board
shall be paid out of the preeceds of the Cherokee Pheunix.
The clothing of the apprentice shall he common and com-
fertable. Tt shall be the duty of the Hditor to engage, and
make arrangements of saud apprentice’s board. In the selec-
tion of the apprentice, the Kditor is required to choose one
who speaks and writes the same dialect with the inventor of
the Cherokee Alphabet.

New Echota, 19th G -tober, 1828,

ELIJAH iiiCKS, Pres't N. Com.
MAJGR RIDGI, Speaker.
Approved—WILLIAM 11ICKS,
JNO. ROSS.
A. McCOY, Clerk of Com.
E. BOUDINOTT, Clerk N. Council.

0.0

WaEeress, Arthur H. Henly having submitted, before the
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National Committee and Council, certain propositions, with
the view of adjusting, by way of compromise, the controversy
existing between the Cherokee Nation and the Unicoi Turn-
pike company, respecting their refusing to pay over to the
said Nation, the anuual stipend stipulated by the compact
gtanting the Unicoi Turnpike road, and the propositions
being considered not cquitable, the INational Committee and
Council have therefore rejected said propositions.
New Lichota, 20th Oct. 1927,
ELIJAH HICKS, Pres’t N. Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker Coun.
Approved—WILLIAM HICKS,
JNO. ROSS.
A. McCOY, Clerk N. Com.
E. BOUDINOTT, Clerk N. Council

2.0

Resolved by the National Committce and Council, That
the resolutions passed October 15th, 1825, suspending the
poll tax law, and the law imposing a tax on citizen merchants
of the Cherokee Nation be, and the same are hereby prolong-
ed one year longer.

New Echota, Oct. 24, 1827.

ELIJAH HICKS, Pres’t N, Com.
RMAJOR RIDGE, Speaker.
Approved—WILLIAM HICKS,
JNO. RO33.
A. McCOY, clerk N Com.
E. BOUDINOTT, clerk N. Council.

0.0

Resolved by the National Commitlee and Council, That the
Treasurer of the Cherokce Nation be, aud he is hereby, re-
quired and directed, after the passage of this act, to suspend
loaning any morc money out of the public funds of this Na-
tion, and also that it shall be the duaty of said Treasurer to
call in all the monies, which may be due, on or before the
first Monday in October 1828; and in order that indulgence
may be extended to those who may have borrowed money
put of the public Treasury of the Cherokee Nation,
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Be it further Resolved, That the perscns so indebted to
the Treasury, after paying their semi-annual interest, shall
be allowed, at the discretien of the Treasurer, to continue
their loans until the first Moenday in October 1828, after
which time it shall not be the duty of the Treasurer to loan
out any more money, until authorized by the National Com-
mittee and Council in General Council convened. Thisis
10 be a supplement to the law avthor.zing loans passed Nov
5th, 1825,

New Echota, Oct. 24th, 1827,

ELIJAH HICKS, Pres't N. Com.
MAIJOR RIDGE, Speaker.
Approved—WILLIAM HICKS,
JNO. ROSS,
A. McCOY, clerk, N. Com.
E. BOUDINOTT, clerk N* Council.

00

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
the sum of two dollars shall be paid out of the National funds,
to the several Judges and Clerks of the several Districts,
who were appointed by the resolution authorising the elec-
tions for members to the Convention, and that the several
Judges or Superintendents and Clerks be, and they are here-
by required, to present to the Treasury of the Cherokee Na-
tion, a certificate of their faithful compliance with the said
resolution, whieh certificate shall be signed by the Circuit
and District Judges, and the Clerks of the District Courts.

New Echota, October 26th, 1827,

GEO. LOWREY, Pres’t pro. tem.
Concurredc—MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker.
Approved—WNM. HICKS,

JNO. ROS&S,

A. McCOY, clerk of Com.

E. BOUDINOT'T, Clerk N. Council.

A —0:0

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, That
the resolution passed November 13th, 1822, reducing the tax
on pedlars of eighty dollars to fifty dollars, be, and the same
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is hereby reduced to twelve dollars, so as to make it equal
to the tax imposed on citizen merchants.
New Echota, October 18th, 1827.
ELIJAH HICKS, Pres’t N. Com.
MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker Coun.
Approved—WILLIAM HICKS.
A. McCOY, cierk N. Com.
E. BOUDINOTT, Clerk N. Council.

00

WueRreas, much inconvenience has arisen, and the bu..-
ness in the Committce retarded, in consequence of visitors
mingling with the members, therefore,

Resolved by the Committee and Council, in General Coun-
eil Convened, That the sum of fifteen dollars be, and the same
is hereby appropriated out of any monies in the Treasury,
not otherwise appropriated, for the purpose of erecting a par-
tition, or railing, in the Committee Chamber, and for the
purpose of procuring additional number of seats.
wx And be it further Resolved, That the President be author-
ized to appoint a committee to contract with a workman for,
and superintend the completion of the same.

New Echota, 16tk Oct., 1828,

LEWIS ROSS, Pres't. N. Com.
" Concurred—GOING SN AKE Speaker Coun.
Approved—INO. ROSS.
WILLIAM S. COODEY, clerk Com.

020

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-
eral Council Convened, That if any person or persons, not
citizens of the Cheiokee Nation, who may bring into the
Cherokee Nation, at the seat of Government, during the sit-
ting of the General Council, any show, or shows, such as
wax figures, or such as play actors, such person or persons,
shall pay a tax of eight dollars, for the benefit of the Treasu-
ry of the Cherokee Nation.

GOING SNAKE, Speaker Coun.
Concurred—LEWIS ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.
Approved—JNO. ROSS.
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Resoleed by the National Commitice and Coundil, in G-
eral Council Convened, That the law passed November 12th,
1822, authorising the several Cireuit Judees, to preside over
the Supreme Court, and the law poassed ttth Ce'nber, 1805,
requiring the Civenit Judoes of the severa! Districts to review
and docide upeon all cases, appealed from the Phstrict Ceurts,
be, and ihe same are hereby repeaind; and in lien thereof,
the Supreme Judges elected agveeabiy to the Corstitation,
shall compesc the Supreme Ceurt, and shail have full poner
to try, and dceide, all caser, upen the Srnrcise Court docket,
that remain untred, which may come under the jurisdiction
of the laws of the Nation, and shail have eomplete cogni-
zance of all cases appesied from the several Circuit Courts,
as may be pointed out by law. "1'he Supreme Court shail also
have power to act and decide unon criminal cases without
reference to appeals from the cire nt courts,

New Echota, 184 October, 113,

LEWIS ROS83, Pres't N, Com
Concurred—CGGING ENAKE, Speaker Coun.
Approved—IJNO. ROBS.

He
Resolved by the Natione’ Committee end Cewneil, in Gon-
eral Council Correxed, 'T'hot the sum of Fifty-seven dollars
and twenty-five cent» be, and e same is hercby appropriat-
ed, out of any merle= out of the Mational Treasury, not other-
wise appropriated, tor the purpose of purchasing a sct of
Blacksmith toels, for Georese Candy, viz: One bellows, one
anvil, one vice, orve screw-plate, thece hammers, one rasp,
and half a dozen files; and thai the Naticual Treasurer be
authorized and vequired, to malie the purckase, agreeably to
the provisions of a law, pasced £6th October, 120, providing
for the procuring of a set of tools, at the public expense, for
any native appreniice, who shall have served his apprentice-
ship, and learned a mechanics! trade.
New Echota, 18th October, 1828,
LitWIS ROSS, res’t N. Com.
Concurred—GOING SNAKE, Speaker Coun.
[ Approved, Oct. <3d—JNO. ROSS.
—0:C
Resolved by the National Committee and Counccil, in Gen-
eral Council Convened, That the Supreme Court of the Cher-
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-okee Nation shall commence its session on the second Mon-
day of October in each year, ot New Lichota

Be it further Recolsed, That ench ses~jon of the Supreme
Court shall pot ¢ niiinue longer than three wecks,

Be i _"'”'t.-’err Posoleed, "Uhat in case the Supreme Court
docket siall be ~'eared before the expirttion of the nbove
menticned 4me, it shall adjeurn until the neat annual ses-
s:on

1fflr~7ur nw],wl That the componfv\m n of the Su-
preme Judges shoil !m, for cach of them, four do'lars por day,
during the &mm" of the Supreme Court.

Now Echota, Oclcher 2014, 1823,

LI'W1iS ROSS, Pre<'t Cer.
Concurred—GOING &\TUKL, Speaker Coun
Approved, Oct. 22d—JINO ROEE,

BT

Recolved by the Natisnnl Coramittee aud Counci’. in G-
eral Council Convered, That the Nutional Marsbal <hall en-
ter into a bond with sufficient cecurities, in a penal cur1 of
five theusand doltars, for the fithful perfermanee of the du-
ties that muy be reqgrured of ham,

Be it fusther Rosoleed, That it shall be his duty to attend
the Seprewne Court annrally during ifs session, end to exe-
cute all decisions which may be mi~de, or have it done Ly
the Sheris of the seveeal Dictzicts, and all cther business m
which the Cherckee Nation may becotne a party, within the
jurisdiction of the Natiou.

W Be it further Resclecd, That he shall receive for his ser-
vices, a salary of ene }’\lmthcrl dolars per anntt, and shall
also be allowed eight per cont for collection.

New Echota, 21st October, 1206,

LEWIS ROSS, Pres’'t Com.
Concurred—GOING 8NAKE, Speaker Coun.
Approved, Oot. 28th—JNO. ROSS.

0.0

Resolved by the National Co.nmittee and Council, in Gen-
eral Council Convencd, That all officers appointed under tho
authority of this Nauon who are required ‘o give bond and
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sufficient security, for the faithful performance of their du-
ties, and whose office require a commission from the Princi-
pat Chief, shall be required to enter into bonds with the
Treasurer of the Cherokee Nation, and shall be required to
produce a cerudicate from tiie managers of the election, cer-
ufying thot they have been legally elected; and it shail be the
'y of the Treasurer 1o receive their bonds and izsue a cer-
tnicale to each officer so bound, which, when presented to
tue Frincipal Chief, shall be sufficient evidence for the com-
nussion Lo be granted.
New Echota, 22d October, 1828,
LEWIS ROSS, Pres't Com.
Concurred—GOING SNAKE, Speaker.
Approved—JINO. ROSS.

ot
ol
-

00

Besolved by the National Committee and Council in Gen-
rral Council Convened, That so much of the law passed 24th
October, 1327, supplementary to the law passed 5th Novem-
ber, 1825, requiring the Treasurer of the Cherokee Nation
1o cali in all monies, loaned out of the Treasury on the first
Monday in October, 1828, be, and the same is hereby re-
pealed.

Be it further Resolved, That any person or persons, who
may be owing the National Treasury by bond for loaned
roncy, shall be allowed one month, from the passage of this
resolution, to renew his bond or their bondsin the Treasury,
by paying up the interest due thereon, and giving sufficient
. ~ecurities: and that they shail be required to pay up the full

amount of their bonds with the interest, by three instalments,
- f1x months each, the first instalment and interest to be paid

seven months after the passing of this resolution, and the

second instalment to be paid six months thereafter, &ec.

Be it further Resolved, That in case any person or per-
sons who may fail to renew his bond or their bonds, by
paying up the interest, within the space of one month, as
proviced above, the Treasurer shall proceed to have the full
amount of his bond or their bonds, with the interest due there-
on, collected, agreeably to law.

New Echota, October 32d, 1828,

LEWIS ROSS, Pres’t Com.
Approved, 27th Oct—JNO ROSS.
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Wausreas, Thomas Melton, a citizen of Jeffarson counnty,
Alabama, having apprehended John Cockere!, airas Brown,
in said connty, for Lorse-stealing, and truding a stolen horse
to a Chnerokee named Kab-nah-to-hee, and iving brouglt
said Cockerel before the General Councl’) under tae expee-
tation of obtaining a reward from the Unired States” Agert,
who he understoed had offered a reward “or the appreheasion
of said Cockerel, and finding it pot to e tLo cawe, and the
sald Cherokee having received another horse {rom t.e sall
Cockerel, therefore,

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-
eral Council Convened, 'That the sum of tweive dollers be,
and the same is hereby appropriated out of any m:onics in iae
National Treasury, not otherwise appropriaied, as s compen-
sation to Kah-noh-skee-skee, for his services as a guard over
said Cockerel.

LEWIS RORS, Pres't Committec.
Concurred—GOING SNAKE, Speaker.
Approved—JNO. ROSS.

00

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-
eral Council Convened, 'That the sum of three hundred dol-
larsbe. and the same is hereby appropriated, out of any
monies in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, as u loan
to Reuben Thornton; and that the said Reuben Thornten be
required to enter into a bond, with securities to the satisfac-
ticn of the Committee, before a warrant shail be issued for
the money, the said loan to be subject to the same regulations
prescrited in the law passed during the present session, ex-
tending further indnlgence to persons indebted to the Treas-
ury.

New Echota, October 28, 1828,
LEWIS ROSF'S, Pres’t Com.
Concurred—GOING SNAKE, Speaker.
Approved—JINO. ROSS,

0.0

£ Resolved by the National Committec and Council, in Gen-
ol Vhn ] f"wv»rnnr" bt tha wacalatian “"'"“""d 24{'{1 Oc_



94

tober, 1827, prolonging the suspension of the poll tax, be,
and the same is hereby prolonged for the term of one year,
and the law imposing a tax on citizen merceants, is also
hereby suspended for the above mentioned term.
Ncw Echota, 29th October, 1823,
LEWIS ROSS, Pres’t Com.
Concurred—GOING SNAKE, Speaker.
Approved Nov. 6th—JNO. ROSS.

(e Mo

Resolved by tiz Committee and Council, in General Council
Convened, That there shall be appointed by the Principal
Chief of the Cherokee Nation, two committees, of two mem-
bers each, one in each judicial circuit, whose duty it shall
be to visit the different schools in the Nation, within the re-
spective districts of their circuits at the public examinations
of said schools, once a year, and to report to the General
Council annually, on the number of scholars, progress of ed-
ucation, &c,. -

Beit further Resolved, That they shall be paid one dol-
lar per <3y, while in actual service, out of any monies 10 the
Nationn' ‘{'reasury, not otherwise appropriated.

New Echote, October 30th, 1828,

LEWIS ROSS, Pres’t Com
Concurred—GOING B3NAKE, Speaker.
Approved Nov, 6th—JNO. ROSS,

0.0

Resoleed by the Committee and Council, in General Coun-
(_il Convened, That it ehiudl not be lawful to exact toll, or fer-
riage, at any of the turnpikes, toll-bridzes, or ferries, within
the himits of the Cherokee Nufton froi citizens of the MNation.

New Echota, Nov. 414, 1929,

LEWIS ROSS, Pres’t Com.
Concurred—GOING SNAKE, Speaker,
Approved—JNO, ROSS,

0.0

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gene
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eral Counci! convened, That the rates of ferriage at Edward
Gunter’s Ferry, on the Tennessee river, shall be as follows,
and it shall not be lawful for him to exact higher rates than
what is herein specified, viz:

For wagon and team, . 21 00
Cart, a0
Gig, 30
Carriage, (4 wheels,) 5
Man and horse, 23
Loose horse, 12
Font man, 12
For all live stock, 12

New Echota, Nov. Ath, 1828.
LEWIS ROSS, Pres’t Com.
Concurred-——GOING SNAKL, Speaker.
Approved—JINO. ROSS.
V. 8. COODEY, clerk Com.

00

Resolvcd by the National Commitiee and Council, in Glen-
eral Council convened, That the amendment of 25th October,
1825, to the law passed 12th November, 1522, making trade
debts recoverable in money on certain conditions, be, and the
same is hereby, repealed.

Be it furthcr resolved, That money shall not hereafter be
exacted for any trade debt, and whenever any persen or per-
sons may contract a debt payable in property, and the debtor
shall fail to comply with the contract, it shall be lawtul for the
creditor to sue and obtain judzment for the amount specified
in the contract, to be paid in property, and it shall be the du-
ty of the officers in whose hands such judgments may be plac-
ed for collection, to forthwith seized upon any property of the
of the debtor (save such property as 1s by law exempted) he
may find, in case the particular property contracted for shall
have been made way with, and the property so scized upon,
shall be valued by two good disinterested citizens, to be cho-
sen by the collecting officer; and the debtor shall not have
the benefit of the stay law in such cases.

Be it further resobved, That when there is no time or
place specified in the contract, for the payment of the debt,
the creditor shall give the debtor ten days notice, before he
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shail proceed to have the collection made agreeably to the
provision of this resolution.

Be it further resolved, That this resolution shall be consid-
ered as an amendment to the law passed 12th Nov., 1825, in
jieu of the amendment above repealed.

New Echota, 4th Nov., 1828,

LEWIS ROSS, Pres't. Com.
Approved—JNO, ROSS,

)0

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, inyGren-
eral Council convened, That the power of regulating the rates
of tolle, and ferriages at all turnpikes, toll bridges and ferries,
belonging to individuals within the limits of the Cherokee
Nation, which have been established agreeably to law, and
which have not been rated heretofore by the Committee and
Courcil, be, and Is hereby vested in the Circuit Court of the
District in which such turnpike, toll bridge or ferry may be
located; and it shall be the duty of the said court whenever
application may be made for such regulation, to fix upon rea-
sonable and moderate rates, and to cause the clerk of said
court whenever application may be made for such regulation,
to fix upon reasonable and moderate rates, and to cause the
clerk of said court to keep a correct record of the same.

New Echota, 14th Nov., 1828,

LEWIS ROSS, Pres’t Com.
Approved—JNO. ROSS.

0:0

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-
eral Council convened, That the law passed 8th Nov., 1822,
forbidding gaming at cards, under cetain penalties therein
specified, be, and the same is hereby, so amended tliat po
persen cr persons shall be allowed to game at dice, roulette,
or thirabies, under the same penalties as are prescribed there-
in for gaming at cards,

Be it further resolved, That the above amendment shall go
into fujl force and effect on the first day of January, 1829.

New Echota, 4th Nov., 1828, .
LEWIS ROSS, Pres’t Com.
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Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen
eral Council Convened, That the Treasurer of the Cherokee
Nation be, and he is hereby required to attend and keep his
office at New Echota, during each session of the General
Council.

New Echota, 6th Nov., 1828. )

LEWIS ROSS, Pres’t Committee.
Concurred—GOING SNAKE, Speaker.
Approved Nov. 6—JNO. ROSS.

0.0

Resolved by the Committee and Council, in General Coun-
cil Convened, That a District Court be, and is hereby es-
tablished in each District in the Nation, which shall sit twice
a year at their respective Court Houses, to be composed of a
District Judge, six Jurors and a Clerk; and the Court shall
sit three days at each term, if the docket cannot be ¢leared
of the causes pending in less time.

Be it further Resolved, That the time of holding courts in
the several Districts shall be as follows, to wit:

At Coosoowatee and Aquohee, first Monday in January
and July.

5 At Etowah and Abmohee, second Monday in January and
uly.

At Hickory Log and Chickamauga, third Monday in Jan-
uary and July.

At Tahquohee and Chattooga, on the fourth Monday ia
January and July.

Be it further Resolved, That this Court shall have full
and complete jurisdiction over all civil cases, when the
amount shall not exceed one hundred dollars, and shall alse
have complete criminal jurisdiction, (except in cases of mur-
der,) and that it shall be the duty of the District Judge, dur-
ing the recess of the Courts, to try all criminals, save mur-
derers, who may be_brought before them as the Constitution
directs.

Be it further Resolved, That the manner of proceeding
in said Court, shall be by summeons or warrants under the
hand of the Judge or Clerk presiding over the Court, when
the matter is triable, specifying the amount demanded by the
plaintiff, and on what account, which summmons or warraats

9
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shall be sérved by one of the officers of the District, at least
fen ddys before the sitting of said Court, and the case shall
be tried at the first term of the Court, unless good eause upon
oath shall be shown to the contrary; provided, no case shall
be continued by the same party more than twice. 'The de-
fendent, if he shall have any defence against the plaintiff’s
demand, shall appear at the Court in which he is sued, and
make his defence, and botlr parties shall have the right of
demanding subpcenas for witriesses whom they may deém ne-
cessary, and said witnesses, when duly subpened, shall be
bound to attend under the same penalties as are prescribed
by law in relation to witnesssesin other Courts of the Nation.
'Ighe defendant shall also have the right of pleading, by way
of set-off, any ‘debt or account which he may have against
the plaintiff, provided the same be mutual and due in the
same right, and a substantial copy of the set-off shall be filed
with the plea, and if the defendant shall prove a set-off of
larger amount than the demand established by the plaintiff,
the Court shall give judgment for the defendant for the hal-
ance over and above the plaintiff’s demand so established:
provided ncvcrtheless. that the Court shall not have cogni-
zance of any set-off exceeding the sum of one hundred dol-
lars, as aforesaid.

Be it further Resolved, 'That five days after judgiaent is
rendered in any case, the Clerk shall issue an execution
against the property of the defendant, for the amount of the
judgment and cost, directed to the officers of the District,
and any of said officers in whose hands such execution shall
be placed, shall proceed to levy and make collections’accord-
ing to law.

Be it further Rcsolved, That the Judge and Clerk of this
Court be, aund they are hereby authorized, and vested with
authority, to administer Qaths, on every necessary occasion,
and that the District Judges be, and are hereby also, author-
ized to perform the mutrimonial ceremony, agreeably to law.

Be it furthcr Resolved, That the District Judges shall have
power to grant appeals to the Circuit Courts agreeable to law,
and shall receive a salary of sixty dollars per annum for their
services; and the Clerk, of the Distriet Courts shall each be
allowed ten dollars per annum extra pay for their serviced
during the recess of the Ceurts. i

New Echota, 8th Nov., 1828,
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Waereas, much inconvenience isexperienced by the courts
in this Nation, in the trial of criminal cases, in consequence
of prosecutors not being bound for the prosecution of such
criminal cases, therefore,

Resolved by the Committee and Council, in General Coun-
cil Convened, That after the passage of this act, any person
or persons, not a public officer, who shall undertake to prose-
cute any criminal or criminals, shall be, and he, she, or they,
are hereby required to give bond and security, in a sum dou-
ble the amount of such prosecutions, for the faithfu! perform-
ance of progecuting the criminals, who may be arrested and
brought to trial.

Be it further Resolved by the Authorities aforesaid, That
it shall be the duty of such prosecutors to give bond and se-
curity previous to their receiving warrants for the arresting
of such criminals.

New Echota, 8th Nov., 1828.
LEWIS ROSS, Pres't Com.
Concurred—GOING SNAKE, Speaker.
Approved—JNO. ROSS.

0.0

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-
eral Council Convened, That so much of the law passed 26th
October, 1819, regulating the issuing of permits, as require
them to be issued by the National Committee and Council,
be, and the same is hereby, repealed, and in lieu thereof the
power of issuing permits shall be vested in the Treasurer of
" the Cherokee Nation.

Sec. 2. Be it further Resolved, That the above mention-
ed law be, and is hereby so amended, as to require any citi-
zen or citizens, obtaining a permit, to pay a tax of one dollar
into the National Treasury for each, and every permit so ob-
tained, for the term of one year, and in proportion for a short-
er or greater length of time, and the employer shall be bound
for the satisfaction of all thefts, of which the person or per-
sons employed under the permit, may be convicted of before
any of the Courts of different Districts, Provided ncvertheless,
that nothimg shall be so construed in this section as to ex-
empt such offenders from the penalty prescnbed by law for
such offengeg

LG
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Sec. 3. Be it further Resolved, That twenty days shall be
aliowed to the employer after the expiration of the permit, to
renew the same, or the removal of the person or persons em-
ployed out of the Nation; and in case the employer shall not
renew his permit, he shall be bound, under the penalty of
twenty dollars, to notify the sheriff or constable of his Dis-
trict, within the space of time above mentioned, of the expir-
ation and non-removal of the same. And it shall be the duty
of any lawful officer after the above mentioned time, in case
the person or persons so employed shall not have removed,
to forthwith remove him orthem out of the ‘Nation, and the
expense of removal shall be collected from the person or per-
sons so removed, and in case he or they shall not be able to
defray the same, the employer shall be bound for the same;
and in all such cases the officer or officers shall not exact
unreasonable fees.

Sec. 4. Be it further Resolved, That the Treasurer shall
be required to keep a correct record of all permits issued,
specifying the different kind of mechanics, &c., to whom
granted, and to present the General Council at each session
with a correct copy of the same; and it shall be his duty to
issue permits during the recess of the General Council.

New Echota, Bth November, 1828.

LEWIS ROSS, Pres't Com.
Concurred—GOING SNAKE, Speaker.,
Approved—JNO. ROSS.

0:0

Resolved by the Committee and Council, in Gencral Coun-
el Convened, That there be appropriated so much money out
of the Treasury of the Nation, not otherwise appropriated, as
will be sufficient to purchase one iron chest, for the better
security of the public funds of the Nation, and that the Treas-
urer be, and he is hereby, authorised to make the purchase.

Be it further Resolved by the Authorities aforesaid, That
the Treasurer be, and he is hereby required to keep his office
open for transacting business every Wednesday and Thurs-
day in each week, Provided nevertheless, that it shall be law=
ful to transact business on any other day, when necessity
requires.

New Echota, Nov. 8, 1828.

Approved—JNO. ROSS
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Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-
eral Council Convened, That the Judges of the several Courts
in the Nation shall have power to adopt such rules and regu-
lations, o5 shall be necessary to preserve good oder in their
Courts, and to punish those who shall be guilty of disorderly
behavienr In contempt of the Court, by imposmg such fines
as in their opinion shall be deemed justifiable, provided, that
the same shall not exceed ten dollars for each offence.

Be it further Resolved, That no evidence (which has not
been given in before the Circuit Courts) shall be admissible
before the Supreme Court, excepting in such cases as shall
appear to the fl satisfaction of the SBupreme Judges, that it
was impossible for the evidence to have been obtained and
produced before the Circuit Court, in that case such evi-
dence shall be admitted.

New Iichota, Nov. 8th, 1828.

: LEWIS ROSS, Pres't Com
Concurred—GOING SNAKE, Speaker.
Approved Nov. 18th—JNO. ROSS. '

0:0—

Resolved by the Committee and. Council, in General Councit
Convened, 'That it shall be lawful, whenever any person may
have a claim, or debt, against another, and is apprehensive
that he is about to abscond, or dispose of his property, so as
to be beyond the reach of the law, to make oath to that effect,
before any of the Judges or clerks of the respective Districts,
and it shall be the duty of the Judge or clerk to issue forth-
with an attachment, to be placed m the hands of any lawful
officer, whose duty it shall be to attach as much property of
the debtor’s as will satisfy the demand, if to be found, and to
take the same into his safe keeping, until there shall be a
decision made on the case agreeably to law, unless the said
debtor shall secure to the creditor the debt by giving bond
with sufficient security.

New Echota, Nov. 8, 1828,

LEWIS ROSS, Pres’'t. Com.
Concurred—GOING SNAKE, Speaker Coun.
Approved—JNO. ROSS,
S. COODEY, clerk Com.

WM.
A. M’COY, clerk Coun.
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Resolved by the Commuctee and Counul, in General Coun-
€1l Convened, That so much of the law passed 20th October,
1820, providing for the appointment of “One Circuit Judge
to have jurisdiction over two Districts, to associate with the
District Judges,” &c. be, and the same is hereby repealed.

Sec. 2. Be it further Resolved, That so much of the law
passed providing ““that the Cherohee Naticn be or-
ganized and laid off in Districts,” as fixes the time that each
Distriet shall hold their respective Councils, or Courts, be,
and the same is hereby also repealed.

Sec. 3. Be it further Resolved, Thit the Cherokee Na-
tion shall be laid off in two Circuit Districts. The first cir-
cuit shall be composed of Cooscowatee, Ilightower, Hickory
Log and Tahquohee Districts; the second circuit shall be
composed of Aquohee Almohee, Chickamauga and Chattoo-
ga Districts, and the time of holding the Circuit Courts in
each District shall be as follows, viz:

First Circuit, Spring Term.—1st Monday in May, at Coc-
soowatee; 2d Monday in May, at Hightower; 3d Monday in
}I\I/Iay, at Hickory Log, and the Monday thereafter at Tahquo-

ee.

Second Circuit, Spring Teorm—1st Monday in May, at
Aquohee; 2d Monday in May, at Ahmohee; 3d Monday in
May, at Chickamauga, and the Monday thercafter at Chat-
tooga.

Lirst Circuit, Fall Term.—1st Monday in September at
Coosoowaiee; 2d Monday at Hightower; 3d Monday at Hick-
ory Log, and the Monday thercafter at Tahquohee.

Second Circuit, Fall Term.—1st Monday in September at
Aquohec; 2d Monday in September at Ahmohee; 3d Monday
in September at Chickamauga, and the Monday thereafter at
Chattooga.

Sec. 4. Be it further Resolved, That there shall be two
Circuit Judges for the Cherokee Nation, who shall be elected
by a joint vote of both houses of the General Council, and
who shall hold their Commissions for four years, and whose
duties shall be to try and decide upon all cases, both civil and
criminal, that may come before them agreeably to the laws of
the Cherokee Nation; and it shall be their duty during the
recess of the Courts to call a Court, to try all criminals that
may be arrested for murder, which Court shall be held at the
court house of the Distiict in which the crime shall have been
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committed; and it shall be the duty of the Sheriff of the Dis-
trict in which the crime may be committed to notify the Cir-
cuit Judge of their respective Circuits, immediately after the
person or persons shall be arrested; and it shall be the duty
of the Judge to have a Court called without delay, for the trial
of said criminals,

Sece. 5. Be @t further Resolved, 'That in case when a
crimimal is to be tried for murder, the Sheriff shall summons
twenty-four good men to appear at the cenrt house, on the day
of trinl, cut of which number the eriminal shall select a jury
of twelve men to try the case, agrecably to law and evidence.

Sce. 6. Be it further Resolved, That it shall be the daty
cf the clerks of the several Circuit Courts to take down in
writing, the evidences in all cases bronght before, and decid-
ed on by, the Circuit Courts, and when an appeal is taken to
the Supreme Court, those evidences together with the bills of
declaration, shall be sealed up and transmitted through the
Sheriffs to the clerk of the Supreme Court, and each docus
went shall be marked and transcribed on the out side, stating
the case to which they relate, and it shall be the duty of the
clerk of the Supreme Court to preserve those documents with
great care, and to lay them before the Jndges of the Supreme
Court at their next session, and they shall not be opened un-
til the Court shall be ready to take up the case to which they
relate,

Sec. 7. - Be it further Resolved, That it shall be the duty
of the Sheriffs to receive from the clerk of the Circuit Court
of their respective Districts, all documents of appealed cases,
and to deliver the same to the clerk of the Supreme Court.

Sec. 8, Be j¢ further Resolved, That the Circuit Court
shall sit five days at cach term, provided there shall be any
business to occupy their attention that length of time; and
that the Circuit Judges shall have the power to grant a new
trial in cases where a decision in their Courts shall be made
contrary to law and evidence.

Sec. 9. Be it further Resolved, That the Circuit Judges
shall, and they arc hereby, required to exchange Circuits once
in two years.

Be it further Resolved, That the salary of each Circuit
Judge shall be one hundred and forty dollars per. annum, and
that the clerk of the Circuit Courts shall each be allowed ten
dollars extra pay for services during the recess of the Courts,
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Sec. 10. Be it further Resolved, That the manuner of
proceeding in the Circuit Courts shall be by summons or war-
rants, under the hand of the Judge or clerk, in the same man-
ner as is provided for in the Resolution regulating the Dis-
trict Courts,

New Erhota, Nov. 18t%, 1828,

LEWIS ROSS, Pres’'t Com.
Concurred—GOING SNAKE, Speaker.
Appreved—JINO. ROSS.
W. 8. COODEY, clerk Com.

O

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-
eral Council convened, That if any person or persons shall
commit the crime of wilful murder, such person or persons on
being thercof convicted, shall cuffer death.

Sec. 2. Beit further Resolved, That a respite of five
days shail be allowed to the criminal after sentence of death
shall be pas-ed, before he shall be executed, during which
respite the Sheriff shall be bound to keep a safe guard over
the criminal; and should any person or persons make an at-
tempt to rescue him, he or they shall be fined each two hun-
dred dollars, and receive one hundred lashes on the bare
back; and should the officer or any of the guard kill any per-
son making an attempt to rescue the criminal he shall not be
held accountable for the same.

Sec. 3. Be it further Resolved, That if any person_or
persons shall kill another in self defence, or by accident, with-
out any previous intent to do the same, he, she or they shall
be exempted from any punishment whatever.

Sec. 4. Be it further Resolved, That any person who
assaults another, with intent to commit murder, rape, or rob-
bery, shall on conviction thereof, be fined in such a sum as
shall be assessed against him or Ler, by the verdict of the jury,
not exceeding fifty dollars, and be subject to such corporal

punishment as the jury may inflict, not exceeding fifty stripes
on the bare back.

New Echota, 10th Nov., 1828,
LEWIS ROSS, Pres’t Com.
Concurred—GOING SNAKE, Speaker.
Approved—JNO, ROSS.
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Resolved by the National Committce and Council, in Gen-
eral Council Convened, That the sum of seventy-two dollars
be, and the same is hereby appropriated out of any monies in
the National Treasury, not otherwise appropriated, as a
compensation to Messrs, George Lowrey and David Brown,
for translating the laws of the Nation from English into the
Cherokee language, agreeably to the law passed 4th Nov.,
1826.

New Echota, Nov. 10¢h, 1828

LEWIS ROSS, Pres’t Com.
Coucurred—GOING SNAKE, Speaker:
Approved—INO. ROSS.

0:0

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-
ral Council Convened, That from and after the passage of
this resolution, it shall be unlawful for any citizen or citizens
of the Cherokee Nation to cut out or open any road or roads
from any public road in this Nation, in any direction whatev-
er, or repair any road or roads that have been put down by
the authority of the Nation, or to open any road, or establish,
on their own account, or in conjunction with any white per-
son, any ferry or ferries, on any water courses bounding on
this Nation, or within the limits thereof, without first obtain-
ing a permit from the General Council.

Be it further Resolved, That all roads that are now in op-
eration within this Nation, and which have been opened since
the passage of, and contrary to, the law of 1819 on the sub-
ject of roads, shall be forthwith stopped by the Sheriff of the
District in which such road may be located, or by the Mar-
shal of the Nation, by giving notice to the parties using said
roads, or at whose instance the same may have been cut out,
that the same are put down and required to be stopped by them
"by virtue and in obedience to the provisions of this resolution;
and every person continuing to keep open or use such roads
thereafter, shall be considered as if they hdd cut and opened
the same since the passage of this resolution, and shall be sub-
ject to such penalty as shall hereafter be prescribed.

Be it further Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the
several Sheriffs of the Districts of this Nation and the Mar-
shal of the Nation, upon information being lodged with them,
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or in case of any violation of the provisions of this resolution
coming to their knowledge, to forthwith arrest such violators,
and to carry them before one of the District Judges who shall
bind them over to appear at the next District Court for the
District in which the offence shall be committed, in a bond
with such sccurity as the said Judge shall deem sufficient to
compel the said violators to appear at the Court aforesaid and
stand their tria’; and in the event of any person or persons so
arrested refuse to give good and sufficient security for his or
their appearance at Court, as aforesaid, then it shall be the
duty of the Judge before whom such person or persons may be
brought to inflict upon them the penalty hereafter specified.

Be it further Resolved, That any person or persons who
shall violate any of the provisions of this resolution shall, for
every such offence, for which he or they are convicted, pay
a fine of 100 dollars, one half to go to the arresting officer and
the other half to be paid into the National Treasury, which
said fines shall be collected by any qualified officer of the Na-
tion, by seizing and selling any property belonging to said
person or persons, as in cases of other fines imposed by the
laws of this Nation. .

Be it further Resolved, That this resolution shall be con-
sidered as an amendment to the resolution of 30th Oct., 1819,
on the subject of roads, and that the following words in said
resolution, “or any such cases as may be brought before
them for trial,” be, and the same are hereby repealed.

New Echota, Nov. 11¢h, 1828,

LEWIS ROSS, Pres’t Com.
Concurred—GOING SNAKE, Speaker Coun.
Approved—JNO. ROSS.

-0:0

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-
gral Council Convened, That in case a vacancy should happen
in the General Council, either by death or resignation of any
of the members, previous to the next General Election, the
Dlstrict Judge of the District in which such member may re-
side or have resided, shall notify the Principal Chief of the
same.

Be it further Resolved, That, in all such cases of vacancy,
as may happen as above mentioned, the Priucipal Chief shall



io?

have fower to issde a writ of election to fill such vacaney, uiis
til the next general election, and shall appoint such persons as
he may deem suitable to superintend the election.
New Echota, 12th Nov., 1828,
LEWIS ROSS, Pres't Com.
Concurred—GOING SNAKE, Speaker.
Approved—JINO. ROSS.

0:0-

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gens
cral Council Convened 'That all vacancies, which may oc-
cur in the several Districts, of Sheriffs or Constables, shall be
filled by appointments made by the Principal Chief, until the
next General Election for members to the General Council,
any law to the contrary notwithstanding.

Be it further Resolved, That if any vacancy should occur
in the several Districts, the District Judge shall notify the Prin-
cipal Chief of the same, and recommend some suitable person
to fill the vacancy, and the person appointed shall be required
to enter into bond with the Treasurer agreeably to law, before
he shall be commssioned.

New Echota, Nov. 22th, 1828.

LEWIS ROSS, Pres't N. Com.
Concurred—GOING SNAKE, Speaker Coun:
Approved—JNO. ROSS.

0:0

Resolved by the Committee and Council, in General Couns
til Convened, ‘That if any person or persons shall interrupt,
by mishehaviour, any congregation of Cherokee or white citi-
zens, assembled at any place, for the purpose of Divine wor-
ship, such person or persons, so offending, shall, upon con-
viction thercof, before any of the Courts, be fined in a sum
not exceeding ten dollars, to be adjudged by the Court of
the District in which snch offence may be committed; and if
any negro slave. shall be convicted of the above offence; he
shall be punished with thirty-nine stripes on the bare back.

New Echota, Nov. 12th, 1828.

LEWIS ROSS, Pres’t. N. Com;
Approved—JNO. ROSS,
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Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gens
eral Council convened, That the sum of fifteen dollars be, an
the same is hereby appropriated out of any moneys in the Na-
tional Treasury, not otherwise appropriated, for the benefit of
Joshua Buffington and Alfred H. Hudson, for illegal fees col-
lected from them, by direction of the Supreme Court iz 1827.

New Echota, November 13th, 1828. .

LEWIS ROSS, Pres’'t Com.
Approved—JNO. ROSS.

0.0

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-
eral Council Convened, That the two National Turnpikes,
on the federal road, shall be let out to citizens of the Nation
by the Treasurer of the Cherokee Nation, on the first Monday
in January next, to the highest bidder, for onc year; and the
person or persons bidding off the same shall be required to give
bond with sufficient securities, for the payment of the amount
of his or their bid into the National Treasury, which payment
shall be made quarterly.  Any person or persons contracting
for either or both of the above named Turnpikes shall be
permitted to remove the same four or five miles, from their
present location on the road either way, so as to suit their
convenience, if they choose to do so.

Be it further Resolved, 'That the above mentioned Turn-
pikes shall not be let out. in case the highest bid shall not be
more than the amount paid by the Nation annually for the
repairing and keeping in good order the said federal road. _

Be it further Resolved, That the rates of toll at the said
gates shall be as follows, viz:

Wagon and team, 81 00
Ditto. two horses, 5
Do. one horse, 50
Two-wheel carriage, 50
Hogs, sheep and goats, 1
Black-cattle, 2
Man and horse, 1212
Pack-horse, 1212
Loose horse, 614

New Echota, 13th Nov , 1828.
Approved, Oct. 23d—INO. ROSS.



109

Resolved by the Committee and Council, in General Coun-
¢il Convened, That the sum of tweaty-five dollars be, and is
hereby appropriated out of any moneys in the Treasury, not
otherwise appropriated, for Jesse Bushyhead, for informing
against a certain pedlar vending merchandize without li-
cense, from whom collection was made by the officer agree-
ably to law for such offences, and the above amount of twenty-
five dollars being the amount due the informant as provided
for by law.

New Echota, 13th Nov., 1828.

LEWIS ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.
Concurred—GOING SNAKE, Speaker Coun.
Approved—JNO. ROSS.

0.0

Resolved by the Committee and Council, in General Council
Convened, That the law passed 4th of July, 1827, authorizing
the Treasurer of the Nation, to lease out, to the highest bid-
der, the ferry and improvements on the Chattahoochie river,
on the federal road, be, and the same is hereby repealed.

New Echota, Nov. 13th, 1828.

LEWIS ROSS, res't N. Com.
Concurred—GOING SNAKE, Speaker Coun.
Approved—JNO. ROSS.

O Qe

Resolved by the Committee and Council, in General Coun-
¢il Convened, That the sum of fourteen dollars and eighty-
eight cents be, and is hereby appropriated ouat of any moneys
in the Treasury, not otherwise appropriated, for David Brown.
being the amount paid by him with his private money, for
a pair of Globes bought in New Orleans, with money con-
trsiguted to the Cherokees, by the citizens of that City, in
1826,

New Echota, 13th Nov., 1828.

LEWIS ROSS, Pres’t Com.
Goncurred—GOING SNAKE, Speaker.
Approved, Nov. 14th—JNO. ROSS.
WM. S. COODEY, ClI'k Com.
A. M’COY, Crk Council.
10
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Resolved by the Committee and Council, in General Coune
¢tl Convened, That the Principal Chief of the Cherokee Na-
tion shall be allowed a salary of three hundred dollars per
annum, during his continuance in office, out of the public
funds of the Nation. And the Assistant Principal Chief shall
be allowed a salary of one hundred and fifty dollars.

The Executive Counsellors shall be paid at the rates of
two dollars per day, while in actual service, when called upon
by the Principal Chief.

The Treasurer of the Cherokee Nation, shall be allowed
for his services, three hundred and fifty dollars per annom.

The Sheriffs of the several Districts shall be allowed for
their services fifty dollars per annum, besides their collection
fees—any law to the contrary notwithstanding.

New Echota, 13th Nov., 1828,

LEWIS ROSS, Pres't Com.
Concurred—GOING SNAKE, Speaker Cotn
Approved—JINO. ROSS.

00

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, tn Gen_
eral Council Convened, That the law passed 13th November,
1824, making it unlawful for citizens of the Nation to re.
ceive into their employment citizens of the United States
without obtaining a permit agreeably to law, under the pen.
alty of being fined in a sum not exceeding ten dollars, be
and the same 1s hereby, so amended, as to raise the above’
named sum of ten dollars to fifty dollars; and any citizen of
the Nation upon being convicted of violation of the above
mentioned law, before any of the Courts of this Nation, shall
be fined in a sum not exceeding fifty dollars, and not less
than one dollar for each, and every such ofience, to be assest-
ed by the Court of the respective District.

Be it further Resolved, That this resolution shall go in
full force and effect on the first day of January, 1829.

New Echota, 14th Now., 1828,

LEWIS ROSS, Pres't Com.
Concnrred—GOING SNAKE, Speakes.
Apyroved—JNO. ROSS,
WM. 8. COODEY, CPk Com.
A. M'COY, Cl'k Coun.
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Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-
eral Council Convened, That all costs arising from prosecu-
tions, for violations of the laws, shall not be paid by the Na-
tion, excepting in such cases as may hereafter be speci-
fied, but shall be collected from the person or persons so
prosecuted and convicted; and in case the person or per-
sons so convicted shall not be able to pay the same, then,
and in that case, the Nation shall pay the same.

Be it further Resolved, That whenever a criminal may
be arrested for violation of the laws of Nation, it shall be
lawful for the officer to board him or her with the guard at
some suitable place, wuntil the time of trial, which expense
shall be paid by the Nation, in case the criminal shall be
acquitted, but if convicted, he or she shall be required to
pay the same if the amount can be collected; and the rates
of charges for boarding guards and criminals shall not ex-
ceed the following rates, viz: for man and horse per day,
seventy-five cents, for man without a horse, fifty cents; and
the amount, time, &c. of baording shall be certified by some
lawful officer of the District, which shall be presented to the
Principal Chief before a warrant shall be issued for the money.

LEWIS ROSS, Pres,t Com.
Concurred—GOING SNAKE, Speaker.
Approved—JINO. ROSS.

Q.0

Resolved by the Committee and Council, in General Coun-
¢il Convened, 'That when a person shall die without a Will,
the nearest relatives of the deceased shall have the right to
recommend to the Circuit Court of the District in which the
deceased lived, such person or persons as they shall choose,
administer on the estate, and it shall be the duty of the Cir-
‘cnit Judge to issue letters of administration to the persons so
recommended, provided that he, she, or they, shall make and
exhibit on oath a true and just schedule of all the property,
debts, dues and demands of right belonging to the said estate,
together with all demands that may be against the said estate
as far as he, she, or they may know, which schedule shall be
filed in the Clerks office; and provided also that said person
or persons before obtaining letters of administration, shall
execute a bond with good and sufficient securities for the
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faithful management and forthcoming of the estate, together
with the increase, to the legal heir or heirs of the deceased, so
soon as they shall become of age; and that males twenty one
years of age shall be considered of lawful age, and females at
eighteen.

Be it further resolved, That the administrator or adminis-
trators shall be required at the end of every year during their
administratorship, upon oath, to make returns to the said
court of all the expenses and profits consequent upon the
management of such property or estate, which returns shall
be filed in said clerks office.

Be it further resolved, Thatwhen a person dies and
leaves a will, the executor or executors shall be required to
render in a true account, upon oath, before the Circuit court,
of all the property belonging to the estate, and shall also give
bond and sufficient security for the faithful performance of
their duties agreeably to the will.

Be it further resolved, That all persons now acting as ex-
ecutors or administrators in this Nation be required to render
in a schedule of all the property &c. before the next Cir-
cuit Court of their several districts, according to the fore-
going provisions, and be required to enter into bond and se-
curities as aforesaid.

Be it further resolved, The in case such executors or ad-
ministrators fail to cemply with the requirements of the pro-
visions of this resolution, he, she or they shall forfeit his, her
or their executorship or administratorship.

Beit further resolved, That any person or persons, who is
not a citizen of the Nation, shall not be appointed under let-
ters of administration. And in case of an executor or execu-
trix, or administrator or administratrix shall remove out of the
limits, of this Nation, his or her appointment shall cease and
it shall be lawful to appoint Juthers to act in their places a-
greeably to the provisions of this resolution.

Be it further resolved, That it shall be the duty of the ex-
ecutors or administrators so soon as they obtain letters @
greeably to this resolution, to publish in the Cherokee Phe-
nix, a notification to all persons indebted to the estate to come
forward and make payment, and all persons having claims
against the estate to present them for payment, and after
such notification, twelve months shall be allowed for any per-
son having claims or demends against the estate to present
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them for adjustment, but if the above mentioned time shal.
expire before such claims shall be presented, the said claime
shall be void and not recoverable by law.
New Echota, Nov. 15, 1828,
LEWIS ROSS, Pres’t. Com.
Concurred—GOING SNAKE, Speaker Coun.
Approved—JNO. ROSS.

0:0

Resolved by the Commattee and Counczil, in General Coun-
¢il Convened, That any person or persons who shall leave
their houses, farms or other improvnments, and bind them-
selves by enrolment, or otherwise, with intent of removing out
of the jurisdictional limits of this Nation, as an emigrant or
emigrants to another country, such person or persons shall
forfeit all right, title, claim and interest that he, she or they
may have or be entitled to as citizens of this Nation, to the
houses farms or other improvements so left.

Be it further resolved, that it shall be lawfal for any citi
zen or citizens of this Nation to take, and occupy for their
own use and benefit, any of the houses farms or other im-
provements which may be abandoned by emigrants, as afore-
said and such citizen or citizens first going into possession of
such houses farms &c. shall have a preference right, any con-
tract, bargain or sale made by such emigrant or emigrants,
to any other person or persons whatsoever, to the contrary,
notwithstanding.

New Echota, 17th Nov., 1828.

LEWIS ROSS,Pres't Com
Approved—JNO. ROSS.

0:0

Resolved by the Committee and Council, in General Coun-
¢il Convened, That the resolution passed 12th November,
1825, making it unlawful to attach and sell certain kind of
property, therein specified, be, and the same is hereby, so a-
mended, as to include sixty bushels or corn, which quantity
shall hereafter be exempted from attachment or sale for debt.

New Echota, Nov. 18th, 1828.

Approved——JNO. ROSS,
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Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen
eral Council Convened That the ILditor of the Cherokee
Pheenix be, and he is hereby, required to kecp a correct and
exact account of all contingent expen-es attending the print-
ing establishment, and that it shall be his duty, at the
commencement of each session of the General Council, to make
a detailed report of the amount of moneys rceeived an ac-
count of the establishment, also of the dishursements made,
the number of subscribers for the Phenix, and the amount due
an account of subseriptions.

Be it further resolved, That the Editor shall selected nn-
other Cherokec youth of good qualities and capacity, who
will agree, with the consent his parents or guardiane,, to
serve as an apprentice to the printing business, and for a
length of time so as to enable said apprentice, to become
master of the art of Printing, and that the said apprentice
shall be clothed and hoarded in the same manuer asis pro-
vided by law for the apprentice now in service, at the public
expense. :

Be it further resolved, That the Editor be, and he is here-
by required, to withhold, from the columns of the Pheenix,
scurrilous communications which may have a tendency to
excite and irritate personal controversies, also, he shall not
support or cherish, by publishing communications, or by in-
serting under the Editerial head, any thing on religious mat-
ters, that will savour sectarianism: It shall also be his dnty
to collect as much original Cherokee matter for the columns
of the paper, as his situation and abilities shall enable him to
do, and to have the manuscript laws printed in a pamphlet
form and attach to the printed laws, as early as practical, and
to have an index to the same.

New Fchota, 19th Nov., 1828,

LEWIS ROSS, Pres't Com.
Concurred—GOING SNAKE, Speaker.
Approved—INO. ROSS.

0:0

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-
eral Council convened, That there shall be a court House
built at Echota, for the Supreme Court of the Cherokee Na-
tion. It shall be a framed building, of the following dimen-
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sions: twenty-four feet in length by twenty feet in width, two
stories high, lower story ten {ect, upper story nine feet high,
shingled roof of yellow popular shingles, one stair case, one
door on each side of the house, plain botten shuotters, two
fifteen light windows on each side of the house, above and be-
low, also two windows in the end ofthe lower story where
the Jadres bench shall be erected: the weather boarding shall
be rough, but jointed, the floors shall be rough also, but the
lower floor shall Le squarc jointed, and the upper, tonguaed
and grcoved; the platform {or the Judges’ Bench shall be
three feet high, cizht feet in length, three feet in width, and
bruistored, steps at eneh end, with a seat the whole length of
the piativrm; there shall also be half a dozen other scats of
dressed piae plank, ten or twelve feet in leagth; the founda-
tion of the house shall be of good rock or brick, and raised two
feet above the ground. The persons contracting for the
building of the above mentioned house, shall be required to
furnish nails, glas=s, puity, hinges, locks, and other smiall ne-
cessary articles

B it furtlicr vesoleed, 'That the building shall be let out
by the Treasurer of the Cherokee Nation, who shall give a
timely notice in the Pheenix to builders, and any person wish-
ing to contract for the same, shall transmit sealed proposals to
the Treasurer, stating the amount &ec. for which they shall
complete the work; and the Treasurer shall continue to re-
ceive proposals uniil the first of February, 1820, on which
day, the seals shall be broken,and the lowest bidder shall
be bound in a bond with security for the faithful execution of
the work, in a workmanlike manner to be completed by
the second Monday in October, 1829.

The Building shall be erected on one of the publfc lots, and
the spot shall be pointed out by the Treasurer, who shall be
authorized to receive the building when completed, if execu~
ted agreeably to contract.

New Echota, 17th Nov , 1828.

LEWIS ROSS, Pres't Com.
Concurred—GOING SNAKE, Speaker.
Approved—INO. ROSS.

0.0

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gene
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eral Council Convened, That an appropriation be, and is here-
by, made out of any moneys in the Treasury, not otherwise
appropriated, to meet the contingent expenses, allowable by
Jaw, and which may become due before the next session of
the General Council.

Skc. 7. Be it further resolved, That the Principal Chief
shall issue a warrant to the Treasury, whenever ony such ex-
penses may become due, for the payment of the same.

New Echota, Nov. 19th, 1828,

LEWIS ROSS, Pres't Com.
Concurred—GOING SNAKE, Speaker Coun.
Approved—JNO. ROSS,

0:0

Resolved by the Committec and Council, in General Coun-
cil Convened, That the resolution passed 12th November,
1825, requiring persons subpcenaed as witnesses, to attend
under the penalty of twenty dollars be, and the same is hereby
so amended that any person or persons who may be}subpena-
ed agreeably to law, to appear as witnesses at any of the
Courts, shall attend under the penalty of one hundred dollars,
unless a reasonable or Jawful excuse shall be made to the
Court, at which he, she or they, were required to appear.

Be it further resolved, That whenever there are more than
three witnesses summonsed to prove one point, the party sum-
monsing, or having them summonsed, shall be bound to pay
the costs of the same, as is provided by law.

New Echota, Nov. 19, 1828,

LEWIS ROSS, Pres’t N. Com.
Approved—JNO. ROSS.

0.0

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen
eral Council Convened, That George Ward, John Duncan,
Moses Downing, John Wright, and James Dorherty be, and
are hereby appointed Commissioners to fix upon the most con-
venient and eligible situation for holding the courts in Hick-
ory Log District.

New Echota, 11th Nov., 1828.

LEWIS ROSS, Pres't Committee,
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Resolved by the Committee and Council, in General Council
Convened, That Oo-clah-no-tah, W. Bolen, Benchlegs, Sun-
day, and George W. Owens be, and they are hereby appointed
Comumissioners to fix upon some eligible situation for holding
the courts in Tahquohee District, to be in the most central
and convenient part of the District that the aboved mentioned
Commissioners may designate.

New Echota, Nov. 14th, 1828,

LEWIS ROSS, Pres’t Com.
Concurred—GOING SNAKE, Speaker.
Approved—JINO. ROSS.

0:0

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-
ral Council Convened, That any person or persons whatso-
ever, who shall be found guilty of forming unlawful meetings,
with intent to create faction against the peace and tranquility
of the people, or to encourage rebellion against the laws and
Government of the Cherokee Nation, upon conviction, shall
receive one hundred stripes on the bare back.

Be it further resolved, That it shall be the duty of the Mar-
shals, Sheriffs, and Constables of the several Districts, to ar-
rest and bring before Circuit and District Judges, within their
respective Districts, for trial, all such persons, and in the re-
cess of the courts, it shall be the duty of the Circuit Judges
to attend their respective circuits and to organize courts on
all such occasions.

Be it further Resolved, That the Circuit Judges shall be
allowed two dollars per day in addition to their salaries for
each call court in which they may serve, according to law,
and the District Judges shall be allowed the sutn of one dol-
lar per day, in addition to their salaries for the like services.

New Echota, July 3d, 1828.

LEWIS ROSS, Pres’t Com
Concurred—GOING SNAKE, Speaker.
Approved Nov. 18th—JNO. ROSS.



CONSTITUTION
OoF *
THE CHEROK NATION:
FORMED BY A CONVENTION OF DELEGATES
FROM THE SEVERAL DISTRICTS,

AT NEW ECHOTA,
July, 1827.

We, THE REPRESENTATIVES of the people of the Cherokee
Nation, in Convention assembled, in order to establish justice,
ensure tranquility, promote our common welfare, and secure
to ourselves and our posterity the blessings of liberty; ac-
knowledging with humility and graitude the goodness of the
sovereign Ruler of the Universe, in offering us an opportunity
so favorable to the design, and iwploring His aid and direc-
tion in its accomplishment, do ordain and establish this Con-
stitution for the Government of the Cherokee Nation.

ArticLe 1,—S8ec. 1.—T he boundaries of this Nation, em-
bracing the lands solemnly guarantied and reserved forever to
the Cherokee Nation by the Treaties concluded with the
United States, are.as follows, and shall forever hereafter re-
main unalterably the same, to wit:

Beginning on the north bank of Tennessee river at the up-
per part of the Chickasaw old field, thence along the main
channel of said river, including all the islands therein, to the
mouth of the Hiwassee river, thence up the main chaunel of
eaid river, including islands, to the first hill which closes in on
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said river about two miles above Hiwassee Old Town, therice
along the ridge which divides the waters of the Hiwassee and
Little Tillico, to the Tennessee river at Tallassee, thence
along the main channel, including islands, to the junction of
the Cowee and Nanteyalee, thence along the ridge in the fork
of said river, to the top of the blue ridge, thence along the
blue ridge to the Unicoy Turnpike road, thence by a straight
line to the main source of the Chestatee, thence along its main
channel, including islands, to the Chatiahoochy, and thence
down the: same to the Creek boundary at Buzzard Roost,
thence along the boundary line which separates this and the
Creek Nation, to a point on the Coosa river opposite the mouth
of Wills ercek, thence down along the south bank of the same
to a point opposite to Fort Strother, thence up the river to the
mouth of Wills creek, thence up along the ezst bank of said
creck to the west branch thereof, and up the same to its rource,
and thence along the ridge which separates the Tombeccee
and Tennessee waters to a point on the tcp ol soid ridge,
thence due north to Camp Coflee on Tennessce river, which
is opposite the Chickasaw Island, thence to the place of be-
ginning.

Sec. 2.—The sovereignty and Jurisdiction of this Govern-
ment shail extend over the country within the boundaiies
above described, and the jands therein ave, and chell remain,
the commou property of the Nation; but the improvements
made thereon, and in the possession of the citizens of the
Nation, are the exclusive and indefeasible property of the cit-
izens respectively who made; or may rightfully be in posces-
sion of them; Provided, that the citizens of the Natiou, pos-
sessing exclusive and indefeasible right to their respective
improvements, as expressed in this article, shall possess no
right nor power to dispuse of their improvements in any man-
ner whatever to the United States, individual states, nor indi-
vidual citizens thereof; and that whencver any such citizen
or citizens shall remove with their effects out of the limits of
this Nation, and become citizens of any other Government,
all their rights and privileges as citizens of this Nation shall
cease; Provided nevertheless, That the Legislature shall have
power to re-admit by law to all the rights of citizenship, any
such person or persons, who may at any time desire to return
to the Nation on their memorializing the General Council for
such readmission. Morcover, the Legislature shall have pow-
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et to adopt such laws and regulations, as its wisdom may deem
expedient and proper, to prevent the citizens from monopoliz-
ing improvements with the view of speculation.

ArTicLE IL.—Sec. 1—The power of this Goverment shall
be divided into three distinct departments; the Legislative,
the Executive, and Judicial.

Sec. 2.—No person or persons belonging to one of these
Departments shall exercise any of the powers properly belong-
ing to either of the others, except in the cases hereinafter ex-
pressly directed or permitted.

ArTioLE IIL—S8ec. 1.—The Legislative power shall be
vested in two distinet branches; a Committee and a Council,
each to have a negative on the other, and both to be styled the
General Council of the Cherokee Nation; and the style of
their acts and laws shall be,

“REesoLvED by the Committee and Council, in General
Council convened.”

Sec. 2.—The Cherokee Nation, as laid off into eight Dis-
tricts, shall so remain.

Sec. 3.—The Committee shall consist of two members from
each District, and the Council shall consist of three members
from each District, to be chosen by the qualified electors of
their respective Districts, for two years; and the elections to
be held in_every District on the first Monday in August for
the year 1828, and every succeeding two years thereafter; and
the General Council shall be held once a year, to be convened
on the second Monday of October in each year, at New
Echota.

Sec. 4.—No person shall be eligible to a seat in the Gener-
al Council, but a free Cherokee male citizen, who shall have
attained to the age of twenty-five years. The descendants of
Cherokee men by all free women, except the African race,
whose parents may have been living together as inan and wife,
according to the customs and laws of this Nation, shall be en-
titled to all the rights and privileges of this Nation, as well as
the posterity of Cherokee women by all free men. No per-
son who is of negro or mulatlo parentage, either by the father
or mother side, shall be eligible to hold any office of profit,
honor or trust under this Government.

Sec. 5.-—The electors and members of the General Council
shali, in all cases except those of treason, felony, or breach of
the peace, be privileged from arrest during their attendance
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at election, and at the General Council, and in going to, and
returning from the same. L

Sec. 6.—In all elections by the people, the electors shall
vote viva voce. Electors for members to the General Council
for 1823, shall be held at the places of holding the several
courts, and at the other two preciuncts in each District which
are designated by the law under which the members of this
Convention were elected; and the District Judges shall su-
perintend the elections within the precincts of their respective
Court Houses, and the Marshals and Sherffs shall superintend
within the precincts which may be assigned them by the Cir-
cuit Judges of their respective Districts, together with one
other person, who shall be appointed by the Circuit Judges
for each precinct within their respective Districts; and the
Circuit Judges shall also appoint a c’erk to each precinct.—
The the superintendents and clerks shall, on the Wednesday
morning succeedinz the election, assembile at their respective
Court Houses and proceed to examine and ascertain the true
state of the polls, and shall 1ssue to each member, duly elect-
ed, a certificate, aud aiso muake an oflicial return of the state
of the polls of election to the Principal Chief, and it shall be
the duty of the Sheriffs to deliver the same to the Executive;
Provided nevertheless, The General Council shall have power
after the eleciion of 1828, to regulate by law the precincts and
superintendents and clerks of elections in the several Dis.
tricts,

See. 7.—All frec male citizens, (excepting negroes and de-
scendants of white and Indian wmen by negro women who may
have been set frec ) who shall have at artained to the age of
eighteen years, shail be equally entitled to vote at all public
elections,

Sec. 8.—E1ch house of the General Council shall judge of
the qua'ifications and returns of its own members.

See. 9 —Ech house of the General Council may determine
the rules of its procecdings, punish a member for disorderly
behaviour, and with the coucurrence of two thirds, expel a
member; but not a second time for the same cause.

Sec.—E ich house of the General Council, when assemb’ed
shall choose its own oflicers; a majority ot cach hou e shall
constitute a quoruw to do business, but a smaller number may
adjourn from day to day and compel the atiendance of absent

11
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members in such manner and under such penalty as eacly
house may prescribe.

See. 11.—The members of the Committee shall each fe-
ceive from the public Treasury a compensation for their ser-
vices which shall be two dollars and fifty cents per day during
their attendance at the General Counecil; and the mrembers of
the Council shall each receive two dollars per day for their
services during their attendance at the General Couneil :—
Provided, That the same may be increased or deminished by
law, but no alteration shall take effect during the period of
service of the members of the General Council, by whom such
altcration shall have been made.

Ser. 12.—The General Council shall regulate by law, by
whom and in what manner, writs of elections shall be issued
to fil the vacancies which may happen in either branch
thercof.

& . 13.—Each member of the GGeneral Council before he
takes hisseat, shall take the following oathor affirmation, to wit:

“I, A. B., do solemnly swear, (or affirmy, as the case may
be,) :oat I have not obtained my election by bribery, treats
or a:. undue and unlawful means used by myself, or others
by r:. desire ur approbation, for that purpose; that I consider
my-+ constitutionaliyqualified as a member of
and *"1at, on all questions and measures which may come be-
for. e, I will so give my vote, and so conduct myself, as may
in 1w, judgment, appear most conducive to the interest and
pre - o« riity of this Nation; and that I will bear true faith and
alle ©11nce to the same; and to the utmost of my ability and
po'.«r observe, conform to, support and defend the Constitu-
tiou “r.ereof.”

. 14.—No person who may be convicted of felony before
any coutt of this Nation, shall be eligible to any office or ap-
pus “nent of honor, profit or trust within this Nation.

Mo . 15~—The General Council shall have power to make
all ' .s and regulations, which they shall deem necessary and
pre . - tor the good of the Nation, which shall not be contrary
to: - Constitution.

~ . 16.—Tt shall be the duty of the General Council to pass
suc 1+ ws as may be necessary and proper, to decide differ-
er«« : sy arbitrators to be appointed by the parties, who may
ch.- -+ that summary mode of adjustment.

* . 17.—~No power of suspending the laws of this Nation
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shall be exercised, unless by the Legislature or its authority,

Sec. 18.—No retrospective law, nor any law impairing the
obligations of contracts shall be passed.

See. 19.—The legislature shall have power to make laws
for laying and collecting taxes, for the purpose of raising a
revenue.

Sec. 20.—All bills making appropriations shall originate in
the Committee, but the Council may propose amendments or
1eject the same.

See. 21.—All other bills may originate in either house,
subject to the concurrence of rejection of the other.

Sec. 22— All acknowledged Treaties shall be the Supreme
law of the land.

Sec. 23—The General Council shall have the sole power
of deciding on the construction of all Treaty stipulations.

Sec. 24—The Council shall have the sole power of impeach-
ing.
See. 25.«—All impeachments shall be tired by the Commit-
tee;—when sitting for that purpose, the members shall be up-
on oath or affirmation; and no person shall be convicted with-
out the concurrence of two thirds of the members present.

Sec. 26—The Principal Chief, assistant principal Chief,
and all civil officers, under this Nation, shall be liable to im-
peachment for any misdemeanct in office; but Judgment, in
such cases, shall not extend further than removal from office,
and disqualification to hold any office of honor, trust or profit,
under this Nation. The party whether convicted or acquit-
ted, shall, nevertheless, be liable to indictment, trial, judgment
and punishment, according to law,

ArricLe 1V —Sec. 1 The Supreme Executive Power of this
Nation shall be vested in a Principal Chief, who shall be
chosen by the General Council, and shall hold his office four
years; to be elected as follows,—The General Council by a
joint vote, shall, at their second annual session, after the rising
of this Convention, and at every fourth annual session there-
after, on the second day after the Houses shall be organized,
and competent to proceed to business, elect a Principal
Chief.

Sec. 2.—No person, except a natural born cilizen, shall be
eligible to the office of Principal Chief; neither shall any per-
son be eligible to that office, who shall not have attained to
the age of tnirty-five years, '
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Sec. 3.—There shall also be chesen at the same time, by
the General Council, in the same manner for four years, an
assistant Principal Chief.

Sec. 4.—1n case of the removal of the Principal Chief from
office, or of his death, resignation, or inability to discharge
the powers and duties of the said cffice, the same shall de-
volve on the assistant principal Chief, until the inability be
removed, or the vacancy filled by the General Council.

Sec. 5—The General Council may, by law, provide for
the case of removal, death, resignaticn or inability of both
the Principal and assistant Principal Chiefs, declaring what
officer shall then act as Piincipal Chief, until the disability
be removed, or a Principal Chief shall be elected.

Sec. 6.—The Principal Chief, shall, at stated times, receive
for their services,—u compensation—which shall neither be
increased nor diminished during the period for which they
shall have been elected; and they shall not receive, within
that period, any other emolument from the Cherokee Nation,
or any other government.

Sec. 7.—Before the Prineipal Chief enters on the execu-
tion of his office, he shall take the folowing oath, or affirma-
tion; “I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully
execute the office of Principal Chief of the Cherokee Na-
tion, and will, to the best of my ability, presever, protect and
defend, the Constitution of the Chervkee Nation.”

Sec. 8.—He may, on extraordinary occasions, convene the
the General Council at the Seat of Government.

Sec. 9.—He shall from time to time give to the General
Council information of the State of the Government, and re-
commend to their consideraticn such measures as he may
think expedient.

Sec. 19.—He shall take care that the laws be faithfully ex-
ecuted.

Sec. 11.—1t shall be his duty to visit the different districts,
at least once in two years, to iuferm hinself of the general
conditicn of the Country,

Sec. 12.—The assistant Principal Chief :hall, by virtue of
his office, aid and advise the Principal Chief in the Adminis-
tration of the Government, at all times during his continuance
in office.

Sec. 13.—Vacancies that may happen in offices, the ap-
pointment of which is vested in the General Council, shail
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be filled by the Principal Chief, during the recess of the
General Council, by granting Commissions which shall ex-
pire at the end of the next Session.

. See. 14 —Every Bill which shall have passed both Houses
of the Genernl Council, shall bef re it becemes a law, be pre-
sented to the Priacipal Chief of the Cherokee Nation, If he
approve, he shall sien it, but if net, he shall return it, with
his object’'ens, to that hcuse in which it shall have criginated,
who shall enter the objectinns at Jarge on their journals, and
proceed to recensider it. I, after such reconsideration, two
thirds of that House shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be
sent, together with the objections, to the other house, by which
it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two thirds
of that house, it sh:ll beceme alaw. If any bill shall not be
returned by the Prin’l Chief within five days (Sundays except-
ed) after it sha!l have been presented to him, the same shall
be a law, in like manner us il he had signed it; uniess the
General Council by their adjournment prevent its return, in
which case it shll be a law, vuless sent back within three
days after their next meeting.

Sec. 15.—Members of the Geuneral Council and all officers
Execative and Judicinl, shall be bound by oath to support the
Constitution of this Nation, and to perform the duties of their
repective offices with fidelity,  ~
~ Sec. I6.—In case of disagrecment between the two houses
with respect to the time of adjournment, the Principal Chief
shall have prwer to adjeurn the General Council to a such a
time as he thinks preper, provided, it be not to a period be-
yond the next Constitutional meeting of the same.

Sec. 17.—The Principal Chief shall, during the siting of
the General Council, attand to the Seat of Government. '

S:e. 18.—There shall be a Council to cousist of three men
to be appointed by the joint vote of both Houses, to advise the
Principal Chief in the Esxecutive part of the Government,
whom the Principal Chief shall bave full power, at his discre-
tion, to assemble; and he, together with the assistant Princi-
pal Chief, and the Counsellors, or a majority of them may,
from time to time, hold and keep a Council for ordering and
directing the affairs of the Nation according to law.

Sec. 19.—The members of the Council shall be chosen for
the term of one year.

* Sec. 20,—T he resolutions and advice of the Council shal)
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“be recorded in a register and signed by the members agreeing

thereto, which may be called for by either house of the Gen-
eral Council; and any counsellor may enter his dissent to the
resolution of the majority. ;

Sec. 21.—The Treasurer of the Cherokee Natiop shall be
chosen by the joint vote of both Houses of the General Coun-
¢il for the term of two years.

Sec. 22.—The Treasurer shall, before entering on the du-
ties of his office, give bond to the Nation with sureties to the
satisfaction of the Legislature, for the faithful discharge of
his trust.

See. 23.—No money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but
by warrant from the Principal Chief, and in consequence of
appropriations made by law- )

Sec. 25—t shall be the duty of the Treasurer to receive
all public monies, and to make a regular statement and ac-
count of the receipts and expenditures of all public monies at
the annual Session of the General Council.

ArticLe V —Sec. 1.——The Judicial Powers shall be vest-
edin a Supreme Court, and such Circuit and Inferior Courts,
as the General Council may, from time to time ordain and
establish.

See. 2.—The Surpreme Court shall consist of three Judges,
any two of whom shall be a quorum. )

Sec. 3.—~The Judges of each shall hold their Commissions
four years, but any of them may be removed from office on
the address of two thirds of each house of the General Coun-
cil to the Principal Chief, for that purpose.

Sec. 4. —The Judges of the Supreme and Circuit Courts
shall, at stated times, receive a compensation, which shall
not be diminised during their continuance in office, but they
shall receive no fees or perquisites of office, nor hold any
other office of profit or any other power.

Sec. 5—No person shall be appointed a Judge of any the
Courts before he shall have attained to the age of thirty years,
nor shall any person continue to execute the duties of any of
the said offices after he shall have attained to the age of
seventy years.

Sec. 6.—The Judges of the Supreme and Circuit Courts
shall be appointed by a joint vote of both houses of the Gen-
-eral Council.

Sec. 7.—There shall be appointed in each District, under
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the Legislative authority, as many Justices of the Peace as it
may be deemed the public good requires, whose powers, duties
and duration in oflice, shall be clearly designated.

See. 8.—The Judges of the Supreme Court and Circuit
Courts shall have comple criminal Jurisdiction in such cases
and in such manner as may be pointed out by law.

See. 9,~FEach Court shall choose its own Clerks for the
termn of four years; but such Clerks shall not continue in office
unless their qualifications shall be adjudged and approved of
by the Judges of the Supreme Court, and they shall be remov-
able for breach of good behaviour at any time, by the Judges
of their respective courts.

Sic. 10.—No Judge shall sit on trial of any cause, where
the parties shall be connected with him by affinity or consan-
guinity, except by consent of the parties. In case all the
Judges of the Supreme Court shall be interested in the event
of any cause, or related to all, cr eithcr of the parties, the
Legislature may provide by law for the selcction of three men
of good character and knowledge, for the determination there-
of, who shall be specially commissioned by the Principal Chict
for the case.

Sec. 11.— All writs and other process shall run in the name
of the Cherokee Nation, and bear test, and be signed by the
respective clerks.

Sec. 12.—Indictments shall conclude, “against the peace
and dignity of the Cherokee Nation.”

Sec. 13.—The Supreme Court shall hold its session annu-
ally at the seat of Government to be convened on the second
Monday of October in each year.

Sec. 14.—1In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall
have the right of being heard, of demanding the nature and
cause of the accusation against him, of meeting the witnesses
face to face, of having compulsory process fer obtaining wit-
nesses in his favor: and in prosecutions by indictment or in-
formation, a speedy public trial by an impartial jury of the
vicinage; nor shall he be compelled to give evidence against
himself.

Sec. 15.—The people shall be secure in their persons,
houses, papers and possessions, from unreasonable seizures
and searches, and no warrant to search any place or to seize
any person or things, shall be issued without describing them
as nearly as may be, nor without good cause, supported by
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path, or affirmation.  All prisoners shall be bailable by suffi-
cient securities unless for capital offences, where the proof is
evident, or presumption great.

ArTicLE V1.—8ee. 1.—W hereas, the ministers of the Gos-
pel are, by their profession, dedicated to the service of God
and the cire of souls, and ought not to be diverted from the
great daty of their fanction, therefase, no minister of the Gos-
pel, or public preicher of any religious persuasion, whilst
ho continues in the exercise of his pastoral functions, shall be
eligible to the office of Principal Chicf, or a seat in either
house of the General Council.

See. 2.—No person who denies the being of a God, or a
future state of rewards and punishment, shall hold any office
in the civil department of this Nation.

S:e. 3.—~The free exercise of relizious worship, and serving
God withot distinetion shall forever be allowed within this
Nation; Provid-d, That this liberty of conscience shall not
be so construed as to excuse acts of licentiouness, or justity
practices inconsistent with the peace or safety of 1this Ntion.

Sve. 4.—Whenever the General Council shall determine
the expediency of appointing dele ztes or other public Agents
for the purpose of transacting business with the Government
of the United Stites; the power to recommend, and by the
advice an'l con<ent of the Committee, shall appoint and com-
mission such delerates or public ageuts accerdingl;, and all
matters of interest touching the rizhts of the citizens of this
Nation, which may requnire th& attention of the government of
the United Stites, the Principal Chief shall keep up a friendly
correspondence with that Government, through the medium of
its proper officers.

82c. 5.—All commissions shall be in the name and by the
authority of the Cherokee Nation, and be seiled with the seal
of the Natiou, and signed by the Prineipal Chief.

The Principal Chiet shall make use of his private seal un-
til a National seal shall be provided

2. 6.—A Sherifl shall be clected in each District by the
qualified electors thereof, who sh il hold his office for the term
of two years, unless sooner removed. Should a vacancy oc-
cur subsequent to aun clection, it shall be filled by the Princi-
pal Chief as in other cases, and the persan so appnintod +hall
-continue in office until the next general election, when such
~acancy shall be filled by the qualified electcrs, and the
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Sheriff then elected shall continue in office for two years;

Sec. 7—There shall be a Marshal appointed by a joint vote
of beth houses of the General Council, for the term of four
years, whose compensation and duties shall be regulated by
law, and whose jurisdiction shall extend over the Cherokee
Nation.

Sec. 8.—No person shall for the same offence be twice put
in jeopardy of life or limb, nor shall any person’s property be
taken or applied to public use without his ccnsent: Provided,
That nothing in this clause shall be so censtrued as to impair
the right and power of the General Ceuncil to lay and collzct
taxes. All ccurts shall be open, and every person for an in-
jury done him in his property, person or reputation, shall have
remedy hy due course of law.

Sec. 9.—The right of trial by jury shall remain invic.
late.

Sec. 10.—Religion, morality and knowledge being neces-
sary to good government, the preservation of liberty, and the
happiness of mankind, schools and the means of education
shall forever be encouraged in this Nation. -

Sec. 11.—The appointment of all officers, not otherwise di-
rected by this Constitution, shall be vested in the Legislature.

Sec 12— All laws in force in this Nation at the passing of this
Constitation, shall so continue until altered or repealeu py the
Legislature, except where they are temporary, in which case
they shall expire at the times respectively limited for their
duration; if not centinued by an act of the Legislature.

Sec. 13.—'The General Council may at any time propose
such amendments to this Censtitation as two thirds of each
house shall deem expedient; and the Principal Chief shall is-
sue a prociamation, directing all the civil officers of the sev-
eral Districts to promulgate the scme as extensive'y as possi-
ble within their respective Districts, at least nine months pre-
vious to the next general election, and if at the first session
of the General Council after such general election, two thirds
of each house shall, by yeas and nays, ratify such proposed
amendments they sha'l be valid to all intents and purposes, as
parts of this Constitution; Provided, That such proposed
amendments shall be read on three several days, in each house
as well when the same are proposed as when they are ratified.

Done in Convention at New Echota, this twenty-sixth day
of July, in the year of our Lord, one thousaud eight hundred
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and twenty-seven; In testimony whereof, we have each of us,
hereunto subscribed our names.
JNO. ROSS, Pres’t Con.

Jno. Baldrige, Geo. Liowrey, Jno. Brown, Edward Gunter,
John Martin, Joseph Vann, Kelechulee, Lewis Ross, Thomas
Foreman, Hair Conrad, James Daniel, John Duncan, Joseph
Vann, Thomas Petitt, John Beamer, Ooclencta, Wm. Beling,
John Timson, Situwakee, Richard Walker,

A. McCOY, Sec’y to Con.
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0.0

Resolved by the Committee and Council, in General Coun,
cil Convened, That the resolution of the General Council,
passed 8th November, 1828, vesting in the Treasurer of the
Cherokee Nation authority to issue permits to native citizens
for the introduction of white men, and all such as are not cit-
izens into the Nation as mechanies, &ec., be, and the same is
hereby, suspended until further régulations are made on the
subject, and that the National Treasurer be notified of this
suspension without delay.

New Echota, Oct. 15th, 1829,

Approved--JNO. ROSS.

0:0

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-
ral Council Convened, 'T'hat from and after the passage of
this act, any person or persons, not citizens of the Natlon,
who shall marry according to law in this nation, and lose by
death a wife or husband as the case ay be, and not having
a child or children by him or her to whom so married, shall
be deprived, and is thereby deprived of citizenship, by the
death of the Cherokee citizen or citizens, that created his
or her right, 4. e. the right of the said white person or per-
sons or any such, who had become citizens by marriage with
any cittzens of this Nation.

Be it further Resolved by the Authority aforesaid, That
any such citizen or citizeus as aforesaid, who shall lose by
death, a wife or husband, as the case may be, and have living
a child, or children, the fruit of any marriage according to
law, shall be and continue a citizen or citizens of the Cher-
okee Nation so long as they shall remain single or shall
marry any other citizen of the nation again.
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Be it further resolved, by the authority aforesaid, That
any such perscn or persons aforesaid who shall lose a wife or
husband, as the case may be, by death, and have a child or
children, the fruit of such lawful marriage, and shall marry a
white person or persons of such as come into the Nation, or
any other by the law of marriage, shall upen and by such
marriage aforesaid, destroy and nullify, his or her rights as
the case mny be, who shall marry, to citizenship in this Na-
tion; and solong as he, she, or they of such persons afore-
suid, shall remain in the country, shall be considered in-
truders upon the soil of the Nation, and be liable to expulsion
and removal from the nation according to laws made and pro-
vided in such cases.

New Echota, Oct. 15th, 1829,

Approved—JINO. ROSS

0:0

Resolved by the Committee and Council, in Gencral Coun-
¢il Conven-d, 'That ali those who have buildings upon the
public squire of Echota be, and they are herehy, required to
temove said buildinzs from stid square before the next annual
session of the General Council under the penalty of ten dol<
lars, and of having the same puiled down and removed at their
expense.

Be it further resoloed, 'That no person or persons whatso-
ever, shill be allewed to build upoun the sald square without
special permission from the General Ceuncil, under the pen-
alty of farfeiting the same to the Nation, and being fined ina
sum of one hundred dollars.

New Echota, Gct, 16, 1829,

Approved—JINO. ROSS/

0.0

Resolved by the Committ.e and Council, in Gencral Coun-
cil Convencd, Thnt there shiall be a person appeinted to keep
and tike care of the public buildings of the Nation, in New
Echota, and preserve and retan the keys of the buildings
aforesaid; and whose day it shall be to hawve the floors and
benches of the buiddings aforesaid washed and ready for the
use of the Geuera! Council and the Supreme Court of the
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Nation at the commencement of their respective sessions, ap-
pointed by law; and who shall be allowed to open the doors of
the public buildings during the recess of the aforesaid Gener-
al Council and Supreme Court, to any minister or ministers,
or any other person disposed to hold public worship in the
same.

Be it further Resolved, That the salary of the keeper of
the public buildings shall be, per annum, ten dollars.

Be it further Resolved, That Elias Boudinot be, and is
hereby appointed as the keeper of the public buildings afare-
said.

New Echota, October 16, 1829.

Approved—INO. ROSS.

0:0

Resolved by the National Commattee and Council, in Gen-
eral Council Convened; That the Clerk of the Council be au-
thorized, and is hereby required to employ a mechanmic to
repair the Council House floor, door and jams, and to put in
the glass that are broken in the windows, and shut up the
crevices in the same manner as they were at first before the
planks were removed; and also to fix up a shelf over the fire-
place of the Council House, which is removed; and fix up the
shutters and make plain steps at the door.

New Echota, Oct. 17, 1829.

Approved—INOQ. ROSS,

—0:0

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-
eral Council Convened, That Noochorwee of Aquohee, who
had committed murder, some time ago, is hereby reprieved
and discharged from the sentence of deaththat was pronounc-
ed against him by the Circuit Judge, Daniel M'Coy, and that
from this date he be, and is, placed under the protection of
the laws of this Nation, as a citizen of this Nation, and any
person or persons who shall contrary to this act, mal-treat his
body, or take away his life, shall abide and experience the
consequences of the law, as if it had been done to him in a
state of innocence.

New Echota, 19th October, 1829,

Approved—GEOQ. LOWREY Ass't Prin’l Chief.
12
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Resolved by the Committee and Council, in Gencral Council
Convened, That the law passed 12th of November, 1824, au~
thorizing the issming of permits for five years to mechanics
of the several branches of trade &c. be, and the same is
bereby, repealed;—and it shall not be lawful from and after
the passage of this act to issue a permit to any person or per-
sons whatsoevér, for a gteater Iength of time than orne year.

Be it further Resolved, That no permit shall be issued for
the introduction of mechanics into the Nation with their fam-
slies, save those who are entitled to cultivate twelve acres
of land by the law passed 26th October, 1819, viz: Black-
smiths, Millers, Ferrymen and Turnpike-keepers, all others
not allowed this privilege, excepting schoolmasters, shall be
prohibited from bringing into and keeping their families in
the Nation.

Be it further Resolved, That whenever a citizen wishes
to pfocuré a pédmit, he shal be required to petition the Na-
tional Treasurer for the same; amd shall obtain three or more
respectable signers to said petition in his own neighborhood,
setting forth the necessity of granting said petitioner a per
mit, also stating the name; character and profession of the
mechanie petitioned for, and no two men shall be intreduced
tnder the same permit umder any circumstances whatever.

Be it further Resolved, That if any person or persons pe-
titioning the National Freasurer as above for a permit, and
obtaining the same, shall introduce into the country a man
who should prove not to be a mechanic, or such as he is stated
to be in the petition, or bring into the Nation a family not
allowed by law, he shall be fined in a sum, to be assessed by
the District or Circuit Court of the respective District, not
less than twenty-five, nor exceeding fifty dollars, which sum,
when collected, shall be paid into the Natiomal Freasury;
and in case the person or persons so offending shall not be
able to pay said fine, the persors who may have signed the
petition praying for the permit shail be held equally bound
for the same, and the person so brought imto the Nation
expelled.

Be it_further Reselved, That mo person who shall have
ebtained a permit for a mechanic shall be allowed te employ
such mechanic on his farm, under the penalty prescribed in
the resolution passed 14th November, 1828, for employing
citizens of the United States without permission.
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This is to be considered a supplement to the amendment

of 8th November, 1828, to the law passed 26th October 1819.

Echota, 21s¢ October, 1829. )
Approved—3INO. ROSS.

0.0

Resolved by the Committee and Council, in General Coun~
cil Convened, That in case of the removal, death, resigna-
tion, or inability of the Principal Chief of the Cherokee Na-
tion, to discharge the duties incumbent upou him by law, the
Assistant Principal Chief shall act as such and perform the
duties accordingly, until such vacancy or disability shall be
removed by the General Council; and in this case the Presi-
dent of the National Committee shall act as Assistant Princi-
‘pal Chief; and in the event the Principal and Assistant Chiefs
shall mot be able to discharge respectively their duties, in
consequence of removal from office, resignation, death, or
otherwise, the President of the Committee shall perform the
duties of Principal Chief, and the Speaker of the Council
that of Assistant Principal Chief, until the General Council
in session shall fill such vacancies or remove the inability.
. Echota 21st October, 1829.

- Approved—JINO. ROSS.

00

Resolved by the Committee and Council. in General Coun-
cil Convened, That Edward Graves be and is hereby appoint-
ed to copy the journals of the two branches of the Legislative
Council, and translate the same for publication in the Chero-
kee language, for the benefit of distant readers in the Nation,
to be published weekly in the Cherokec Phenix, and whose
compensation shall be fifty centsper day while in actual
business, during the session of the General Council.

New Echota, 22d October, 1829.
Approved—INO. ROSS.

0.0

Whereas, in order to testify to the talented author of a se-
ries of bssays publishing in the National Intelligencer &
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Washington city, over the signature of William Penn, and to
the world, the respect and gratitude of the Cherokee people
for the able exposition and defence of their rights as secured
and recognized by subsisting treaties with the United States;
and in order to ensure a more extensive circulation of the
same, and afford to the citizens of this Nation the means of
becoming more clearly acquainted with the relationship they
sustain to the General Government, and the sure basis upon
which they now stand upon the soil of their ancestors, as
have been so explicitly demonstrated by the voluntary services
of this able advocate in the cause of suffering humanity,
therefore,

Resolved by the Committee and Council, in General Coun-
ctl Convened, That the Editor of the Cherokee Pheenix be,
and he is hereby requested to publish in pamphlet form two
thousand copies of the series of essays now publishing in the
National Intelligencer, over the signature of William Penn,
on the “Present ericis in the condition of the American In-
dians,” and that he be autherized to employ an assistant to
aid in the translation of the same into the Cherokee language,
which shall be printed in both langueges in parallel columns,
as early as it may be practicable to aceomplish the same.

Approved, 27th October—JNO. ROSS.
0:0

Whereas, a law has been in existence for many years, but
not committed to writing, that if any citizen or citizens of
this Nation shall treat and dispose of any lands belonging to
this Nation without special permission from the National Au-
thorities, he or they, shall suffer death, therefore,

Resolved by the Committee and Council, in General Coun-
¢il Convened, 'That any person or persons who shall, contra-
ry to the will and consent of the Legislative Council of this
Nation, in General Council convened, enter into a treaty
with any Commissioner or Commissioners of the U. States,
or any officers instructed for the purpose, and agree to sell
or dispose of any part or portion of the National lands defined
in the Constitution of this Nation, ke or they so offending,
upon conviction, before any of the Circuit Judges or the Su-
preme Court, skall suffer deatk; and any of the Circuit Judges
aforesaid are autherized to call a court for the trial of any
such person or persons so transgressing. *
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Be it further Resolved, That any persen or persons, who
“shall violate the provisions of this act, and shall refuse, by
resistance, to appear at the place designated for trial, or ab-
scond, are hereby declared to be outlaws, and any person or
persons, citizens of this Nation, may kill him or them so of-
fending, in any manner most convenient, within the limits of
this Nation, and shall net be held accountable to the laws for
the same.

Be it further Resolved, That if any citizen or citizems of
this Nation shall enter into a treaty, with the United States
Government, for any object whatever, other than a cession of
land, he or they, upon conviction, shall be punished with one
hundred lashes on ‘the bare back; and no treaty shall be bind-
ing upon this Nation, which shall not have been ratified by
the General Council, and approved by the Principal Chiefof
the Nation.

New Echota, Oct. 26th, 1829, .

Approved 27 Oct., 1829—JNO. ROSS.

—i0.0—

Resolved by the Committee and Countil, in General Coun-
¢il Conuvened, That from the date of this Resolution, the pay-
ment of all moneys due or that may become due by bounds or
loans to the National Treasury, be, and is hereby suspended
for the space of two manths, during whic¢h time the debtors
shall be required to come forward and renew their bonds by
giving five approved securities and paying up the interest due
thereon; and any persen or persons complying with the above
requirement, shall be allowed to pay his or their bond or
bonds by six instalments of six months each with the interest
due on the principal at the expiration of each enstalment; and
in case any person or persons shall renew his or their bonds
as above, and fail to pay the first instalment and interest as it
becomes due, the Treasurer shall proceed to have the same
eollected agreeably to law, and not more than one instalment
and interest at any one time, unless the debtor or debtors fail
to comply with the above requirements to renew his or their
bond or bonds within the space of two months allowed them;
then, in that case, the whole amount shall be collected.

This to be an amendment to the Resolution passed 22d
Qctober, 1828, extending further indulgence to persons ine
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débted- to the National T'reasury for loans; and so much of

waid resolution as militates with the provisions of this act be,

-and is hereby repealed,

© New Echota, Oct. 27th, 1829,
: Approved—IJNO. ROSS:

0.0—

“ Resolved by the Committee and Council, in General Coun-
etl Convened, That the law passed 25th October, 1824, on
the subject of letting out the federal roads to the lowest bid-
der, to be kept in repair, be, and the same 1s hereby repealed,
and that the following be substituted in lieu thereof.

Be it further Resolved, That the following shares alone
‘shall hereafter be let out to the lowest bidder, whe shall be a
citizen of this Nation, for the term of five years, from the
first of December next, viz: from Walker’s ferry to Five Kill-
er’s, from the mouth of Os:wah:ko-hee river to Conasauga
river, thence to Vann’s mill creak, thence to the middle of
Coosewaytee river, thence to the middle of Talking Rock
creek, thence to the middle of Long-swamp creek, and thence
to the middie of Etowah river, and from thence to Chattahoo-
chee river, making in all eight shares. The road to be cut
and opened twenty-four feet wide, to be clear of trees, and
ng causeways covered with dirt, and, together with the dig-
ging of mountains and hills, to be fourteen feet wide, clear
of large rocks projecting above the level of the road, roots
and grubs, excepting where the road passes through a moun-
tain or hills, and where in consequence of rocks, &c., it may
be impossible to make it the above width, then twelve feet
shall be cousidered a sufficient widih; the banks of all water
courses to be put in complete order.

Be it further Resolved, That the contracts for keeping
the said shares in good repair shall be let out to the lowest
bidder by the National Treasurer at Coosewaytee, and all
contractors shall be required to give bonds with sufficient se-
curity for the faithful performance of their respective con-
tracts in a penal sum double the amount for which he or they
may undertake to keep his or their share or shares in good
repair; and the Treasurer shall be required to give public no-
tice at least twenty days previous to the time of letting out
the same.
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Be it further Resolved, That the Treasurer be, and he is
hereby authorized and directed to appoint one or more com-
missioners to review the road once in four months throughout
the year, whose duty it shall be to report to him on the situa-
tion of said roads, and in case of violation on the part of any
of the contractors, of the provisions of this resolution, suits
shall be institnted against such person or persons in the
courts of the respective District in which he or they may
reside, who, upon conviction, shall forfeit and pay double the
sum of one year’s payment; and the said share or shares shall
be forfeited and let out again upon the Treasurer’s receiving
information of any part of the road not being repaired agree-
ably to the provisions of this act, from the commissioner aps
pointed to examine said road: he shall notify the contractor
of the same, and in case said contractor shall not put in good
order such part or parts of said road before the commissioner
re-examines the same, then the Treasurer shall institute suit
against him as above mentioned.

New Echota, October 30, 1829.

Approved—JINO. ROSS.

0.0

Resolved by the Committee and Council, in General Council
Convened, That the law imposing a poll tax on the citizens
of this Nation, also the one imposing a tax on citizen mer-
chants, be, and they are hereby suspended, until the General
Council shall deem it expedient to remove such suspension.

New Echota, October 31, 1829,

Approved Nov. 2d.—JNO. ROSS.

0:0

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-
eral Council Convened, That from and after the passage of
this act, if any citizen of this Nation, shall bind themselves
by enrollment or otherwise as emigrants to Ar'kansas‘, or for
the purpose of removing out of the jurisdictional limits of
the Nation, he, she or they enrolling or otherwise binding
themselves, shall forfeit thereby all the rights and privileges
he, she or they may have, previously thereto, claimed or enjoy-
ed as citizens of this Nation, and shall be viewed in the same
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Iight as others not entitled to citizenship, and treated accord-
ingly.

gSic. 2d. Be it further Resolved, That if any person or
persons, citizens of this Nation shall sell or dispose of his,
her or their improvements to any person or persons so enroll-
ed or otherwise bound as above mentioned, he, she or they
shall be viewed as having disposed of his, her or their im«
provements to a citizen of the United States, and shall be
meligible to hold any office of honor, profit or trust in this
Nation, and upon conviction thereof, before any of the Cir-
cuit Courts of the several Districts, be fined in a sum not less
than one thousand dollars nor exceeding two thousand dol-
lars, and punished with one hundred lashes.

Sec. 3d. Be it further Resolved, In order to prevent any
person or persons from screening him, her, or themselves
from the penalties above prescribed by pretending to have
sold or disposed of his, her or their improvements to a lawful
citizen and not an emigrant, all citizens of this Nation who
may hereafter buy, seil or dispose of in any manner their im-
provements to each other, be, and they are hereby required,
the disposer as well as the purchaser of such improvements
to make affidavit, to be filed in the Clerk’s office of the Dis-
trict, before any of the District Judges or clerks of the sever-
al Courts, that he, she or they did not dispose or transfer,
purchase or obtain such improvement, for the purpose of hav+
ing it valued by the United States Commissioners or Agents,
or were not acting as agents of emigrants in making such
purchase or transfer; and in case any person or persons shall
fail to comply with this requirement, such person or persons
shall upon conviction before any of the Circuit Courts in this
Nation, pay a fine of not less than one dollar, nor exceeding
two hundred dollars for every offence so committed.

Be it further Resolved, That if any citizen or citizens of
this Nation, shall dispose or tramsfer his, her or their im-
provements without complying with the requisition of the
third section of this act, and the person or persons to
whom the sale or transfer of such improvements may be made,
should thereafter by enrolment or otherwise become an emi-
grant or emigrants, and shall getsaid improvement or'improve-
ments valued by agents of the General Government within
thirty days after such purchase or transfer shall have been
made, or at any time whilst the disposer continues to remain
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in possession of the same, then, in that case, the person or
persons who may have so disposed of or transferred the im-
provements as aforesaid, shall be subject to the same penalty
prescribed in the 2d section of this act, for disposing of im-
provements to emigrants.

Be it further Resolved, That any person or persons whoso-
ever who have bound themselves together by enrolment or oth-
erwise, as emigrants under the treaty of 1828, with the Arkan-
sas Cherokees, or who have had, or intend to have their improve-
ments valued by the agents of the General Government, and
do not remove out of the jurisdictional limits of this Nation
within fifteen days after the passage of this act, they shall be
viewed and treated as intruders in the same manner as those
who may become emigrants hereafter.

Sec. 4th. Be it further Resolved, That the Principal Chief
of the Nation be, and he is hereby autherized, by and with
the advice of the executive counsellors, to order the apprehen-
sion of any intruders within the limits of this Nation to be
delivered over to the Agent of the United States for the Che-
rokees to be prosecuted under the intercourse laws of the Uni-
ted States, or to expel, ‘‘or to punisk them or pot as they
please.”

New Echota, 31st Oct., 1829,

Approved—JINO. ROSS.

0.0—

Resolved by the Committee and Council, in General Coun-
c¢il Convened, 'That the elections to be holden heresfter in the
several Districts for members of the General Council, Sheriﬂ};
and Constables, shall be held at the following precincts until
otherwise altered by the General Council, viz: Chickamauga
District: The first precinct to be at the Court House, the
second at Hunter Langly’s in Lookout Valley; third at Hick’s
Mill, and the fourth at Kah-noh-cloo’s. Chattooga District,
First precinet at the Court House, second at Ah-ne-lah-ka-
yal’s in Turkey Town, third at James Fields’, Turnip Moun-
tain, fourth at Laugh-at-mush’s, Will’s Vailey, fifth at Edward
Gunter’s in Creek Path, and sixth at Raccoon Town, at Lit-
tle Turtle’s house. Coosewatee District: First at the Court
House, and the third at Ellijay. Ahmohee District:  First at
the Court House, second at Squires in Long Savannah, third
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at Chee-squah-ne-ta’s, fourth at Swimmers, Highwassee Old
Town. Hickory Log District: First at the Court House,
second at the old Court House, third at or near Big Savannah.
Hightower District: First at the Court House, second at
Pipes Spring, third at Yon-nah-oo-woh-yee’s. T ahquohee
District:  First at the Court House, second at Choowalookee's,
third at Oowatee’s, fourth at Skenah Town, fifth at Beach
Town. Aquohee District: First at the Court House, sec-
ond at Lame Dick’s, third at Highwassee Town, fourth at
widow Neittle Carriers’, fifth at Chee-yoh-ee.

Be it further Resolved, That two superintendents and one
clerk shall be appointed to take the votes at each precinct,
and it shall be the duty of the Circuit Judges respectively to
make such appointments while on their Judicial Circuit Jast
preceeding the general elections for members of the General
Council, and shall notify the managers and clerks of their ap-
pointment, by the Sheriff of the District, and in case either
of the Circuit Judges shall fail to hold his courts agreeably to
law, or any of the managers or clerks shall refuse to act, the
District Judge shall be authorized to fill such vacancies; and
in case any shall fail to attend on the day of the election, the
voters shall be allowed to choose some suitable person or per-
sons to act in his or their stead.

Be it further Resolved, That the clerks shall particularly
take down the names of all persons voting and for whom they
may vote; and the managers and clerks shall meet atthe
court house in their respective Districts on the Wednesday
succeeding the election, then and there to count the votes and
issue a certificate to each member elect, of his constitutional
election* i

Be it further Resolved, That the managers and clerks while
acting shall be upon oath, and shall not be entitled to receive
any compensation from the National Treasury for their ser-
vices,

New Echota, 2d Nov., 1829.

Approved—JINO. ROSS.

0.0

Whereas, It has long been an established custom in this
Nation and admitted by the courts as law, yet never commit-
ted to writing, that the property of Cherokee women after theiz
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marriage ¢annot be disposed of by their husbands, or levied
upon by an officer to satisfy a debt of the husband’s contract-
ing, contrary to her will and con3ent, and disposable only at
her option—therefore,

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-
eral Council Convened, That the property of Cherokee, and
other women, citizens of this Nation, after their marriage shall
not be taken or dispused of in any manner contrary to her
consent, for the purpose of satisfytng a debt contracted by her
husband, nor shall the property of the husband be liable to
seizure, or otherwise to satisfy the debts contracted by the
wife.

Be it further Resolved, That whenever alevy may be made
on any property claimed by either the husband or wife, or any
other person as not belonging to the one indebted, he or she,
so claiming such property, shall be required to enter into bond
with security, for the forthcoming of such property at the Dis-
trict or Circuit Court next to be holden in the respective
District, and the right thereof to be then and there tried agree-
ably to law, and in case the person claiming such property
shall fail to establish the legality of his or her claim, the debt-
or shall forfeit and pay twelve and a half per cent. on the
amount of such debt, in addition to the lawful interest for the
benefit of the erediter or creditors.

New Echota, 2d Nov., 1829,

Approved—INO. ROSS.
0:0

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-
eral Council convened, That the law establishing precincts,
for holding elections for members of the General Council; the
following be added to those already made in Coosawatee Dis-
trict to wit: 4t New Echota, shall be the fourth precinct, and
at the Town House of Pine Log and Salequohya the fifth pre-
cinct; at Shoemake, at the house of Eli Harlin, where Jacob
Harnage used to live to be the sixth precinct; and also in
Hightower District, Cedar Creek, at or near Samuel Roves,
to be a precinct, in addition to those already in existence.

New Echota, Nov. 3d, 1829.
Approved—INO. ROSS.

0:0
Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-
eral Council Convened, That the compensation of the men
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who may from time to time be employed by the Principal Chief
and Executive Council, in executing the law passed, on the
subject of intruders, shall be one dollar per day while in ac-
tual service. ‘
New Echota, 4th Nov., 1829,
Approved—JNO. ROSS.

0:0
Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-
eral Council Convened, That the sum of one hundred dollars
be, and the same is hereby, appropriated out of any monies in
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for Elias Boudinott,
as additional pay for his services for the present year as Edi-
tor of the Cherokee Pheenix, which sum was promised to him
by the Principal Chief before he would accept of the appoint-
ment as Editor after he had tendered his resignation.
New Echota, Nov. 4th, 1829.
Approved—JINO. ROSS.
0.0

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-
ral Council Convened, That Stephen Foreman be, and he
is hereby, appointed assistant Editor of the Cherokee Phenix
for the term of one year, whose duties shall be to translate all
public documents for publication, from the English into the
Cherokee language, and all English news deemned useful for
Publication shall also be translated into the same by the as-
sistant, under the direction of the principal Editor of the Che-
rokee Pheenix aforesaid.

Be it further Resolved, That the compensation of the as-
sistant Editor aforesaid, shall be two hundred dollars per an-
num, to be paid quarterly by the National Treasurer; and 80
much of the law passed this session of the General Council,
authorizing the Editgr of the Cherokee Phenix to appoint an
assistant translator from English into Cherokee, &c , is here-
by repealed.

New Echota, Nov. 4th, 18290,

0:0

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Geen-
eral Council Convened, That the sum of sixty dollars be, and
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the same is hereby, appropriated out of any monies in the Na

tional Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the benefit of
John Candy, an apprentice to the printing business in the of-
fice of the Cherokee Pheenix, for the purchase of clothes dur-
ing the ensuing year. And an appropriation be, and also is
hereby made as above, for the benefit of Thomas B. Watie,
another apprentice, to be placed in the hands of John F.
Wheeler, and to be applied by him to the purchase of such ar-
ticles of clothing as said Watie may need; Provided, that the
aforesaid appprentices bind themselves to serve their time out
faithfully for the term they have agreed to serve, that is, three
years for said Candy from the time of his commencement, and
three years for said Watie, from the time of his commencing
business; and that the Editor be, and he is hereby required
to have the said apprentices bound in a written obligation,
according to the contemplation of the law passed 19th Nov.,
1828, and to place the same in the hands of the Principal
Chief before he shall be authorized to issue warrants for the
sums abeve allowed said apprentices for the purchase of their
clothing, which said sums shall be drawn quarterly from the
from the Treasury.

New Echota, Nov. 9th, 1829,
Approved—JINO. ROSS.

00—

Resolved by the Committee and Council, in General Coun-
cil Convened, That Kahetehee be and he is hereby appoint-
ed to take good care of an old blind man, named Big Bear,
at his house, and supply him with food, and wash his person
and clothes, and keep him in a decent condition, for which,
he shall be allowed one dollar a month as a compensation,
to be paid at the end of the year, or sooner, in case of Big
Bear’s decease.

Echota, C. N. November Oth, 1329.

Approved—JNO ROSS,

—0:0

Resolved by the Committee and Council, in Genral Coun-
¢il Convened, 'T'hat the Treasurer of the Cherokee Nation be,
and he is hereby directed and required to dispose of all the

13
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_ public gun-powder now on hand, or which may hereafter be-
long to the Nation during his continuance in office, in such
manner as he may deem most advantageous to the Nation,
and the proceeds arising therefrom shall be placed in the
National T'reasury.

_ Be it further Resolved, That he be, and he is hercby fur-
ther directed and required to obtain a list of the names of all
persons who have purchased town lots in Echeta at public
sale, and who have not paid for them; and all sach persons
be, and they are hereby, required to make payment to the
Treasurer by the first of January next, or otherwise emter
into bond and security with the Treasurer, before that time,
to pay the amount of their purchases, with interest, in six
months; and in case any person or persons, who have bid off
lots shall fail to make payment as above, or enter into bond,
the Treasurer shall institute a suit against him or them for
the recovery of the same.

Echota, C. N. November 9th, 1829,
Approved—JINO. ROSS.

Ol0

Resolved by the Committee and Council, in Gencral Coun-
cil Convened, That an appropriation be, and the same is
hereby made, out of any moneys in the Treasury not other-
wise appropriated, to meet the contingent expenses, allowable
by law, and which may become due before the next General
Council.

Be it further Resolved, 'That the Principal Chief shall
issue a warrant to the Treasury, whenever any such expenses
may become due, for the same.

" Echota, November 9th, 1329,
Approved—JINO. ROSS.

0.0

Resolved by the National Committee and Council in Gen-
eral Council Convened, That from and after the passage of this
act, any person or persons who shall be summoned to assist
in taking or guarding any crimjnal or criminals, under the
authority of any lawful officer or officers of the Nation, shall
be allowed a compensation of fifty cents per day, and this
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shall be in lieu of the allowance provided for by the law pass
ed November 8, 18235, and the same be, and is hereby re-
pealed.

And be it further Resolved, That it shall be the duty of
the several Judges to make out a bill of costs for every
case decided by their respective Courts, and when appeals
are taken to a higher Court the bill of costs shall be trans-
mitted up to said Court, certified to by the Judge and Clerk;
and when a verdict is given in a criminal case, the bill-of
cost shall be made out as aforesaid, and an execution issued
against the property of the person or persons cast in the pros
ecution; and it shall be the duty of the officers to make col-
lection, and if no property can be found belongtng to any
criminal or criminals convicted, it shall be the duty of the
officer to make a report to the Court at the next term; and
upon making the following oath before the Court.

“I, A.B. do solemnly swear that I have made diligent
search for property to levy upon, for the costs of suit, in a
criminal action against C. D. who was convicted in this

District in last on a charge of

and that after every exertion, I have been unable to find any
species of property belonging to C. D. the criminal convict-
ed;” Tt shall then be the duty of the Judge to direct the
Clerk to make out a copy of the bill of cost, and certify that
it had been returned by the officer, with the oath required,
that no property could be found;—and this certificate shall
be presented to the Principal Chief for a warrant on the Na«
tional Treasury for the costs which are admissable by law
in such cases.

Be it further Resolved, Whenever a warrant is issued, for-
the apprehension of a criminal, the officer or officers.to whom
it is directed shall not {unless he apprehends violent resist-
ance) press more than two persons, to aid him in the appre-
hension and guarding the criminal. 8o much of all laws
militating against this are hereby repealed.

New Echota, Nov. 10, 1829.
Approved—JINQO. ROSS. .

- 00—

Resolved by the Committee and Council, in General Coun-
il Convened, 'That from and after the passage of this act,
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the compensation of the President of the Committee shall be
two dollars and fifty cents per day, and the Clerk thereof, the
same, and the Interpreter to the Committee, being a member
thereof, two dollars, and all others, of the Committee, shall
receive one dollar and fifty cents a day.

Be it further Resolved, That the compensation of the
members of the Council shall be as follows: The Speaker
shall be entitled to two dollars and fifty cents a day, and the
balance one dollar and fifty cents each a day, any law to the
contrary notwithstanding.

New Echota, Nov. 10, 1829.

Approved—JNO. ROSS.
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Sec. 1st.——Establishing the Executive Department.—On
examining the National papers and documents containing the
laws of the Cherokee Nation, we find that the first law com-
mitted to writing was done at a Council held on Piney Creek
at John Smith’s house, bearing date of 11th September, 1824,
which Jaw, or act of said date, refers back to alaw passed at a
Council held Tick-a-to-ka’s village, Illinois Bayou, A. T., on
the 21st of July, 1824, at which time the Nation was divided
into four Districts, and the people of each District were re-
quired to select or appoint two per<ons out of each one of their
respective Districts, who were to serve for a term of twelve
months, and when convened were to be called the Nationa)
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Committee. Accordingly, the people met in their respective
Districts and seleeted their members making in all eight mem-
bers, which members convened at John Smith’s on Piney,
Sept. 11th, 1824, as before stated; and after organizing them-
selves into a Committee, Col. Walter Webber was called up-
on to preside as Chairman of the Committee, and D. Brown
appointed clerk, whereupon the National Committee proceed-
ed as follows:

‘Resolved by the National Committce, in General Council
Convened, That from and after the date of this, the Execative
Department of the Cherokee Government shall consist of three
persons, that is, a First Chief, a Second Chief, and a Third
or minor Chief, which Chiefs shall serve for a term of four
years from the date of their appointment, and the First and
Second Chiefs shall receive a salary of ome hundred dollars
each annually, and the Third or minor Chief, sixty dollars,

By order of the National Committee.
Piney, Sept. 11th, 1824,
WALTER WEBBER. Chairman.
Approved—JOHN JOLLY, Princ'l Chicf.

0.0

*In 1829, the Treaty of 1828 had taken place, and the
people of the Cherokee Nation had now settled in their pres-
ent country, ceded to them by said Treaty in exchange for
the one occupied by them under Treaty of 1817-18; and ata
general council or meeting of the people from different parts
of the Nation, held at Tah-lon-tus-kee Gouncil House in 1832,
the foregoing act or resolution, (Piney, Sept. 11, 1824,) was
#0 amended as to place all three of the Chiefs upon the same
footing, having the same power and the same authority, and
gntitled to the same salary, one hundred dollars per anpum,
yet retaining their ranks as, First, Second and Third Chief.
See Messrs. Jolly, Black Ceat and Webber's Commissions as

: Ghiefs—1832.

0D

Whereas, the Chiefs of the Cherokee Nation have called
shie National Committee and Couacil together for the purpose
of selecting a Chief to fill the vacancy occasivned by the death
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.of,Col. W. Webber, who occupied the office of Third Chief
~of the Cherokee Nation; now, therefore,

Resolved by the Committee and Council,in General Council
Convened, That Thomas Chisholm be, and he is hereby, fully
appointed and coastituted as such to serve and fill the vacated
office of Third Chief of the Cherokee Nation, who shall serve
out the balance of the four years term the deceased Chief had.
to serve, ending 1836.

Furthermore, the National Committee and Council have

_thought it advisable and necessary to have two assistant coun-
cellors attached to the Chiefs, and also a clerk, and therefore
appoint John Rogers and John Looney to the said station or
office, and James M. Payne, clerk, which persons are to serve

. until the present term of the Chiefs is out.

Tak-lon-tec-skee, July 16th, 1834.

Approved—JOHN JOLLY, Princ’l Chief.

0.0

Thomas Chisholm, Third Chief, having deceased in the
autumn of 1834, and Black Coat, Second Chief, having also
died in the spring of 1833, the Principal Chief deeming it ex-

. pedient, has therefore called the National Committee and
Council together, and also notified and invited the people gen-
erally to attend for the purpose of selecting a Second and
Third Chief to fill the vacancies occasioned by the death of
the two above named Chiefs.

But people, on account of sickness, being unable to attend
generally, the National Council has thought it unadvisable to
make a permanent selection of the Chiefs at present, it being
however, necessary to have the vacancies filled, the National
Council has temporarily appointed Messrs. Joseph Vann, and
James Rogers to occupy the said vacated offices until the next

_annual National Council meets, when a regular appointment

. of Chiefs to the said offices will take place, and preparatory
to this arrangement,

Resolved by the Committee and Council, in General Coun-
cil Convened, That at the next ensuing annual National Coun-
cil, the National Committee and Couacil shall proceed by a
joint vote of the two houses to elect a Second and Third Chief
-of the Cherokee Nation, who, when elected, shall serve a term
?f four years from the date of their election to said offices.
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Further Resolved, That the principal Chief, John Jolly,
shall serve out his present term, and at the expiration of which,
(Oct., 1836,) he shall be reinstated in the same office and the
station he now occupies, (1st Chief,) for a ferm of four years
more, and the sppointiment =hall be made and perfomed in a
manner according to the former usoges and customs of the
Cherokees on such oceasions.

Tah-lon-tec-skee, Junr 4th, 1833,
Approved—JOHN JOLLY Princ’l Chicf.

0:0

Laws enacted by the National Council exhibiting the author-
ity delegated to the Chiefs, and also setting forth the nature
and exten! of their dnties while occupying the office of
Chici~ of the Cherokec Nation.

Arnv. Ist.  Ri-v'erd by the Committce and Council, in Gen-
eral Council Conv:n-l, "That the duty of the Chiefs of the
Cherokee Nation - 12!l be to sign all the acts and resolutions
of the National Couneil, that is, such acts and resolations as
are designed to be laws fur the government of the Cherokee
people und their Nutinn.

Resoloed furtler, That &'l communications from the Na-
tional Conncil to the United States Indian Department, or to
an Indian Agent, of a gencral nature and National importance,
shall be submitted to the Chiefs for their con-ideration and
approval; likewisc, all com-nnnications or resolutions of the
National Council relattnfr to another natiou or government,
and also matters of Natioual importance shall require the ap-
prohation and sanction of the Chiefs to make them valid.

Resolved further, That o]l {reaties or compacts entered in-
to by and between this Nation and another Nation, shall also
require the approbation and sanction of the Chiefs, without
which snch treaties or compacts shall be ot’ no force.

And Resolved further, That all documents or resolutions
of the National Council, partaking oi’the nature of those here-
in above mentioned, shall he subjecf to the Clizfs’ considera-
tion as before ‘zpeclﬁed and tli» same shall be submitted tothem
by the National Council for that purpose, and if the Chiefs
refuse to approve of or sanction such documents or resolutions,
they shall thereby be null and void, and of no force; but if
the Chiefs approve of and sanction them they shall then be
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valid, lawful and binding upon the Cherokee Nation.

Art. 2d. Resolved further, Thatasthe Executive or head
of the Cherokee Government consists of three persons or chiefs,
it shall be, and is therefore, hereby required that all three of
the Chiefs signatures shal! be affixed or signed to a national
document or resolution of the National Council, to cause and
make such documents or resolutions valid; that is, such as”
may be submitted by the National Council for such purpose,
and any such document or resolution not having the signatures
of all the Chiefs affixed or signed to it, the same shall be
void and of no force.

Art. 3d-  Resolved further, That it is hereby made the
duty of the Chiefs to be present at and attend the annual Na-
tional Councils, and other Councils if necessary, for the pur-
pose of approving of and sanctioning such documents and re-
solutions as the National Council may submit to them for that
purpose; and it is further hereby understood that not a less
number than two of the Chiefs can act officially, and it is
therefore required that at least two of them should be together
when on duty to cause their acts to be valid.

And it is furthermore provided, That in case one of the
Chiefs should be unable to attend a National Council or oth
er place, as the case may be, when and where his presence
was required, such Chief shall have the right to authorize, by
giving a certificate to that effect, either of the other two
Chiefs to sign his name to any document for him if necessary
during his absence, and the same shall be as valid and lawful
as if the absent Chief had been present and written his own
signature.

4th. Further Resolved, That the Chiefs shall have the
right to withhold their approval and sanction to any docu-
ment or reso'ution, which may be laid before them by the
National Council, if in their opinion their approval of such
document or resolution would be improper or injurious to the
welfare of the Cherokee Nation; but it shall be necessary for
them to retarn such document or resolution to the National
€ouncil then in session, accompanied with their advice and
opinion, and also their reasons for withholding thieir approval
and sanction. .

Arr. 5ih.  Resolved further, That when a subject is laid
before them, (the cheils,) for their conxideration, and they
should disagree in opinion, a majoriiy of the same opionion.
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shall rule, that is, if two of the Chiefs are of one opinion their
opinion shall prevail, and equal to a decision, and which shall
be the same as if all three of them had agreed in opinion, and
they can proceed accordingly to approve of and sanction as
the case may be.

ARrT. 6th. Resolved further, That it shall be the duty of the
Chiefs to observe the laws of the Cherokee Nation, to look
over its welfare and the prosperity ol their people, and also to
advise the National Council upon matters of National impor-
ance, and point out such subjects as they wish the Nation-
al Council to act upon. But in case any of the Chiefs should
so far forget the importance of his station or trust imposed
upon him, as to violate the duties assigned to him, or do any-
thing contrary to the nature of his office, such chief shall be
tried for the offence committed, by a joint Council, composed
of the National Committee and Council of the Cherokee Na-
tion, and the President of the National Committee shall pre-
side over the joint Council for the purposc of sanctioning
whatever may be decided upon, but shall not be entitled to0.2
vote while presiding aver such a Council.

7th. Resolved further, That in case any of the Chiefs
should be charged with a violation of the duties assigred ¢o
him, or of doing anything contrary to the nature of his office,
and such Chief or Chiefs, are brought to trial, it shall require
a vote of the same opinion, of two thirds of the vaid joint
Council, to form a decision and confirm an impeachment;
and in case an impeachment is confirmed as above specified,
such Chief or Chiefs, so impeached, shall thereby forfeit the
office as Chief of the Cherokee Nation, and their commission
as sueh, be null and void.

8th. Resolved further, That all communications of a Na-
tional character, to and from this Nation and any other Na-
tion or government, shall be received by and through the
Chiefs. And any public document of the above deseription
transmitted otherwise, shall net be considered official by the
National Council.

Oth. Resolved further, ‘That the Chiefs shall have the au-
thority to call a National Council on matters of National im-
portance, if they deem it expedient, and necessary; but on
common matters, they can act themselves, and it is further-
more provided, that the Chiefs can send expresses on public
business at the Nation’s expense, but shall be required to
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give their expenses a certificate to the National Council spe-
cifying the length of time the expresses were on duty.
T'ah-lon-tee-skee, Oct. 29th, 1835.
Approved—JOHN JOLLY, Prin’'l Chief.

0:0.

Resolution relative to filling the vacancies of the Ofice of
. Chiefs.

Recsolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gene
eral Council Convened, That whereas a vacancy occurs in
the first or second Chief’s stations before their term is out,
caused by death or by resignation, or by removal from office
of either of the said Chiefs, the next chief or chiefs in rotation,
as the case may be, shall be promoted to fili the vacancies thus
occasioned, or if a vacancy should occur in the second Chief’s
station by promotion, the same regulation shall be observed; so
that in all instances, where a vacancy occurs in the first or
second Chief’s station, the vacancy may finally fall on the third
Chief’s station, in order that the Chief to be elected to fill
the vacancy shall come in as third Chief; and it shall not be
lawful under any circumstances whatever, for a new Chief to
be elected to a station, ahead of the senior Chiefs in office
before their term is out; and where a vacancy occurs in the
third Chief’s station, by the death of the third Chief, or by
any of the foregoing circumstances, before such Chief’s term
is out, the vacancy shall be filled by electing, as the law
directs, another Chief, to that station, but shall not be elected
for a longer term than to serve out the balance of the term,
the vacated Chief had to serve at the time of his station be-
coming vacant. And also in no instance shall a Chief’s term
for which he was first elected, be prolonged or shortened, on
account of his being promoted—in order, that all the Chief’s
(three in number) terms may expire at the same time.

Tah-lon-tee-skee, Oct. 29th, 1835,

Approved—JOHN JOLLY, Prin’l Chief.

0.0~

Sec. 2d. An Act relating to the National Council and
Members.
Resolved by the Committee and Council, in General Coune
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¢il Convened, That the law heretofore in force, requiring the
National Council to commence annually, on the first Monday
in September, be, and is hereby repealed, and in lieu thereof,

Resolved, That from and after this date, the annual Na-
tional Council shall commence on the first Monday in Octo-
ber, annuilly, which shall be held at Tah-lon-tee-skee Coun-
cil House, Cherokee Nation.

Resolved further, That from and after this date, each
member of the National Committee and Council, and Clerks
of each House, shall be and are hereby required to be present
at Tah-lon-tee-skee Council House, annually, by 10 o’clock
A. M., on the day set forth by law for the annual National
Council to commence. And also, if the Chiefs should call a
Council, and a place and time for the National Council to
meet, they (the members and clerks) shall be present at the
place appointed by 10 o’clock A. M., on the day set forth by
the Chiefs for the Council to meet. And any member or
members, or clerks of the National Council, failing to at-
tend an annuoal National Council or a call Council, at the
time and place as above required, shall be subject to, and
forfeit a fine of five dollars each per day, for each and every
day such member or members, or clerks, are absent; which fine
shall be paid into the National Treasury. But in case, any
such member or clerk shall be unable to attend as above re-
quired, on account of their being sick, or any of their family,
or if they have any other justifiable cause or detention for
non-attendance, they shall then be exempt from fine, but shall
in such a case, inform the Council then in session, of their
situation, otherwise the fine may stand open against them.

: Approved—JOUNN JOLLY, Prin'l Chicf.

0.0

An Act relative to electing Presidents and Clerks of the Na-
tional Council.

Resolved by the National Committce and Council, in Gen-
eral Council Convened, 'That from and after this date, the
National Committee and Council shall at the next annual
National Council held after their election, as such members,
proceed to elect a chairman or president, and a clerk to each
House, each Iouse shall act separately and elect its presid-
ing officers, and who shall be elected from among the mem-
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bers of the two Houses respectively, which presiding officers
and the clerks shall not be elected for a longer term than the
members then in session have to serve, requiring all their
terms of services (presiding officers and clerks) to expire at
the same time. X
Tah-lon-tees-kee, May 8th, 1834.
Approved—JOHN JOLLY, Prin'l Chief.

0:0

An Act fizing the pay of the Members and Clerks of the
National Council.

Resolved by the Committee and Council, ir General Coun-
¢il Convened, That from and after this date, each member of
the National Committee and Council, and the presiding offi-
cers of each House, shall receive for their services two dol-
lirs per day each, for the timne they serve; and the Clerks
two dollars and a half per day for the time they serve; to be
paid out of the National funds or annuity, and out of which
amount allowed them, they shall board and lodge themselves,
duaring the sitting of a National Council, unless otherwise
provided.

Tah-lon-tees-kee, May 9th, 1834.

Approved—JOHN JOLLY, Prin’l Chief.

0.0

An Act relative to vacancies in the seats of absent Members of
the National Council.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-
eral Council Convened, That from and after this date, where
a member or members of the National Committee and Coun-
cil is absent, or unable to attend a Council, such member’s
vacancy shall remain void, until the absent member or mem-
bers are able to take their seats in Council,—aud such mem-
bers’ vacancies in the National Conncil, shall not be filled
by other persons as heretofore been the custom.

T'ak-lon-tees-kee, Nov. 4th, 1831;41. OLLY

Approved—JOHN J , .
PP BLACK COAT. § Chiefs
14
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An Act prohibiting the sale of Ardent Spirits during
Council.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-
eral Council Convened, That from and after this date, it shall
be unlawful for any person or persons; to vend ardent spirits,
withir five miles of the National Council House, (Fah-lons
tees-kee) during the session of the Natiomal Courcil; and' it
shall also be unlawful to vend ardent spirits within five miles
of a call Council, during the session, and any person or per-
sons, violating (this law inclusive,) shall pay a fine of five dol-
lars, for each and every such offence; awd the money arising
from such fmes shall be paid onto the National Treasery.

Tahk-lon-tees-kee- Sept. 19th, 1831,

Approved—JOHN JOLLY.
—0:0
An Act prohibiting the issuing of Due Bills on the National
Flends.

Resolved by the National Commttee and Coun..t, in Gens
t1ral Council Convened; Fhat from and affer tins date, it shall
be unlawful, for the National Committee and Council or
Chiefs, to draw and issue a dae bill payable out of the Na-
tional funds or amruity, for services rendered the Nation, or
otherwise: and any such due bill drawn after this date shall
not be valid.

Resolved further, That from and after this date, all debts,
dues or demands, which may become due, against the Chero~
kee Nation, for services rendered or otherwise created, and
the same admitted to be just, and passed by the National
Council, shall be registered in the National register by the
Clerk of the National Committee, which accounts, claims,
&c., thos admitted and registered, shall be payable out of
the National annuity or other National funds.

Tah-lonteesskee, Dec. 3d, 1833-

Approved—JOHN JOLLY.
0.0
A Resolution appointing W. Thornton Keeper of Public
Papers.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-
eral Council Convened, That W. Thornton, be, and he is
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hereby appointed and authorized to take charge of the Na-
tional papers and documents, of the Cherokee Nation; and the
clerk of the Chiefs, and the clerks of the National Commit-
tee and Council shall be, and are hereby required to render
to said person all the public papers and documents (Chief’s
papers excepted) whieh may be, mow or hereafter, in their

possession.
Tah-lou-tees-kee, Nov. 4th, 18:34,
Approved—JOHN JOLLY.
0:0

SecTioN 3b.

An Act relative to the duties of the Judges and Light
Heorse,

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-
eral Council Convened, That it shall be, and it is hereby made
the duty of the District Judges to act upon al cases laid be-
fore them for trial and decision, by the National Light-Horse
or other citizens of the Cherokee Nation, and to decide upon
them agreeably to law and evidence, (thatis such cases as
come within their jurisdiction, and respective districts;) and
it is hereby further required, that the Judges in each District
shall keep an autheatic and correct record of all their decis-
ions upon cases of trial, setting forth the Nature of the case
decided upon the evidence proceeded for or against it, and
their final decision. \

Resolved further, That where the District Judges are un-
able to form a decision upon a case, they shall have, hereby,
the right to refer the parties concerned in the case to the
National Council for a decision.

Resolved forther, That it shall be the duty of the Judges
to superintend the elections held according to law in their
respective Districts, and to give each member elected to the
National Council, and to each Judge and Light-horse, a cer-
tificate, certifying to the National Council, that such mem-
bers, Judges and Light-horse were traly elected according to
law, as set forth in their certificate.

Tah-lon-tees-kee, Sept. 10tk, l??{fOLLY

Approved—JOH y :
w BLACK COAT. | chigh,
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An Act, granting a person Convicted of Theft to make an
' Appeal.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-
eral Council Convened, That if any person or persons should
be convicted of theft, before the District Judges, and such
person or persons, so convicted, believes that they have been
unjustly convicted, they shall have the right to demand an
appeal to the National Council for a new trial, and the Judges
before whom the case was tried. are hereby required to grant
such convicts an appeal;—provided the convict can make it
appear to the Judges, that he, she, or they, had not at that
time a fair and full trial; and in case an appeal is granted,
under the foregoing circumstanees, the person or persons ob-
taining such an appeal, shall be required to give bond for
double the amount of the property alleged to have been stolen,
and also to give good security for their appearance at the
ensuing National Council thereafter. But in case such bond
and security is not given, an appeal shall not be granted.

Tah-lon-tee-skee, March 21, 1831.

Approved—JOHN JOLLY.

00

An Act, fizing the pay of Judges and Light-Horse.

Resolved by the Committce and Council, in General Council
Convened, That the District Judges shall be allowed for their
services, twenty-five dollars each per year, and the National
Light-horse, forty dollars each per year, which amounts shall
be paid out of the National annuity or other National funds.

Tah-lon-tecs-kee, May 10th, 1834.

Approved—JOHN JOLLY.

e )
An Act, relative to the duties of the National Light-Horse.
Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-
eral Council Convened, That the National Light-horee of

each District in the Cherokee Nation, shall be, and they are
hereby required to be present and attend all Naticnal Coun-
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¢ils, provided they are able and have no duties to attend to’
m their Districtz, during the session of the National Conncil:
whose duty it shall be to preserve peace and gnod order at
and about the Council, during its session.

Resolved further, That it shall be the duty of the Natio 1l
Light-horse, to suppress stealing, breaking open and burn ng
houses, and to bring criminals and offenders of the la v to
justice, and to protect orphans and their property, and t ex-
ecute the decisions of the Judges when required.

Resofved further, That it shall be the duty of the Litht-
horse to collect debts, or accounts; provided, such deb's or
accounts are disputed by the debtor, and afterwards proven
by the creditor before one or more of the District Judges 1o
be just, in which case the Light-horse can proceel to collect,
and demand, teu per cent. for collection off the debtor.

Further Resolved by the National Commitice and Council,
sn General Council Convened, That if the National Light-
horse should have a horse to die from under them, while on
duty, such herse shall be appraised by two good disinterested
men, fir what such horse was worth, before he died, and the
owner shall be required to obtain a certificate of the amount
of such appraisement, from under the hands of the appraisers,
which shall be a voucher of such appraisement; and if the
National Council is satisfied, that such horse did die, while
on duty, the amount thereof shall be paid out of the National
annuity or other National funds. But if such herse should
die, while retarning from off of duty, then the Nation shall
be exempt from payment.

Tah-lon-tee-skee, March 21, 1831.

Approved—JOHN JOLLY.

0.0
An Act relative to Stray Property.

Resolved by the Committee and Council, in General Coun-
ail Convened, That it shall be the duty of the National Light-
horse, to take up all stray property, such as horses, cattle and
hogs, which they may find in their respective Districts, and
to put the samne unto good, honest, and careful hands for safe
keeping, until the expiration of six months, as set forth by
law, hereafter expressed, unless an owner should prove it
away under the law in a shorter time.



Further Resolved, That such persons as have charge of
stray stock, under the law, shall be allowed for their trouble
of keeping it, fifty cents per week for each horse, and fifty
cents per month for each head of cattle, and twenty-five cents
per month for each hog, which charges are to be paid aecord-
ing to the time the stock is in charge, and to be paid by the
ewner, before taking the stock out of the hands of the keeper,
which charges may be paid in trade, or cash, as the owner
wishes, But in ease no owner should come forward for such
property, until the expiration of six months, and it should be
sold as the law hereafter directs, at public anction, for the ben-
efit of the Nation, then the keeper shall have recourse on the
Nation, (Nat’l Council) for their charges, payable out of the
sale money of such stock when collected; but the keeper in
such case shall be required to obtain from under the hands of
the Light-horse a ecertified aceount of their charges, which
shall be a veucher to the National Council for the true amount
due for keeping.

Resolved further, That it shall be the duty of the National
Light-horse, after taking up and putting in care stray stock,
as herein before required, to advertise such stock for six
months at two or more public places in their respective Dis-
tricts, setting forth in the advertisement, the kind of stock,
and giving a full description of it, and netifying also in the
advertisement, that the owner must come forward and prove
and pay charges, and take it away, otherwise, at the expira-
tiom of six months, from the date of the advertisement, such
stock will be sold at public auction, for the benefit of the
Cherokee Nation.

Furthermore, The Light-horse advertising such property, are
hereby required to transmit a copy of the same to the Light-
horse in each of the ether districts, whose duty shall be to
advertise the same also for six months, in their respective
Distiicts, and likewise a copy of the advertisement must be
recorded in the District Judge’s office, where the property
was taken up, and another cupy must be transmitted to the
United States Agent.

Resolved further, That the National Light-horse shall be
entitled to, for taking up and advertising stray stock, as the
law directs fifty cents per head for cattle, and one dollar per
head for horses, and twenty-five cents per head for hogs, to
be paid by the owner, or the Nation, as the case may be.
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Resolved further, That if any person or persons, should
assume a claim to stray property, which is taken up and ad-
vertised as the law requires, before the expiration of six
months, as set forth in the advertisement, and the said claimant
proves before the District Judges to the satisfaction of the
Lighthorse, who took up and advertised the property, that the
property advertised is their property, (claimants) then the
National Light-horse shall put such claimant in possession of
the property proven, after the charges for keeping and adver-
tising have been satisfied. - ’

Resolved further, That all stray property, such as horses,
cattle and hogs, which is and may be taken up and advertised
under the law, and no owner, for such stock appearing until
the expiration of six months, as set forth in the advertisement;
all such stock so advertised shall be immediately sold by the
Nationai Light-horse at public auction, to the highest bidder,
on a credit of twelve months, for the benefit of the Nation,
And the Light-horse who sell such property under the law,
shall cause the purchaser to execute a bond for double
the amount of the purchase money, and also to give good
security for the sure payment of the same when due, which
bonds shall be in such cases, drawn payable to the National
Council for the benefit of the Cherokee Nation. And all
purchasers of such property, under the law, shall be, and are
hereby bound to keep such property, so purchased twelve
months from the time of purchasing it under the law; and in
case an owner should come within the said time, (12 months)
and prove as before stated to the satisfaction of the Lighthorse,
that such property so sold was his or their’s; then the Light-
horse, shall put the claimant in possession of the property
after all charges according to law, have been satisfied—like.
wise if an owner should prove such property to be his or
their’s, after the twelve months run out, then such claimant
shall be entitled to four fifths of the money which it sold for
under the law.

Tah-lon-tees-kee, March 24, 1831,
Approved—JOHN JOLLY.

0:0
Resolution respecting the Light-Horse to defend themselves.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-
eral Council Convened, That if any person or persons, should
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raise a weapon against one or more of the National Light-
horse while in the exercise of their duty, they shall be, and
are hereby muade justifiable in such cise to defend them-
selves; and if any one or more of the Light-horse should kill
such person or persons, so raising a weapon, he or they (the
Light-horse) shall not be aceounted guilty of murder.
Tah-lon-tees-kee, March 29, 1831,
Approved—JOHN JOLLY.

0:0
An Act authorizing the Light Horse to summons assistance.

Resolved by the Committee and Counril, in General Coun-
¢il Convened, That where any of the National Light Hose are
unabie to bring criminals or other persons to justice, they shall
be, and are hereby empowered to summons one or two persons
and not more to assist them in executing their duties; and the
person or persons so summonsed shall be entit'ed to one dol
lar per daywhile in service, payable cut of the National funds.
Anl the Lizht Horse shall be, and they are hereby required
to give each person so summonsed, a certificate to the N ational
Council specilying the time such persons were in service and
the amount due. And in case the Light [orse should sum-
mons any person or persons to assist them in their duties, and
if such persou or persons so summonsed shou'd refuse to serve,
he or they so refusing, shall forfeit and pay a fine of five dol-
lars each for the benefit of the Cherokee Nation.

Tak-lon-tee-skee, Sept. 19th, 1831,

Approved—JOHN JOLLY, Princ’l Chief.

——00——
An Act respecting Election.

Resolved by the Committee and Council, in Genral Coun-
cil Coavened, That from and after this date, the members of
the National Committee and Council, and the Officers (Judges
and Light Horse,) of the Cherokee Nation, shall be elected
by a vote of the people, given in at their respective precincts
in each District, and for which purpose it is hereby

Further Resolved. Thatthe people of the Cherokee Nation
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shall meet at their respective precincts in each District once
in two years, on the second Monday in July, and proceed to
elect by vote, two members of the National Committee and
two members of the National Council, which members shall
be elected to serve two years from the date of their election;
and there shall be also elected at the same time and place two
District Judges and two National Light Horse to serve two
years from the date of their election, whose duties shall be to
serve in their respective Districts as set forth by law,

Resolved further, That the elections held in each District
for the above specified purpose shall be Superintended by the
Judges of the same District, and each candidate for the above
named offices shall make known tothe Judges superintending
the election which office they design running for; and it shall
be the duty of the Judges to have this distinctly understood
by the people before voting, after which they can proceed to
vote one at a time by calling the names of such candidates
which they judge are the best qualified to fill the office run-
ning for, and after all the people present have voted, the
Judges shall count out publicly the number of votes given to
each one of the candidates took up for the same office, and
make it known to the people present which candidate obtains
the highest number of votes for such office, and such candi-
dates as have thereby gained the highest numbers of votes for
the different cffices shall thereby be considered duly and law-
fully elected to the respective offices for which they were can-
didates and run for. And it shall be the duty of Judges as
before required under section third to give each member thus
elected to the National Committee and Council, Judges and
Light Horse, a certificate of their clection, which shall be
their voucher to the National Council of such members Judg-
les and Light Horse having been duly elected according to
aw,

Resolved further, That all electious under the law as here-
in above specified for the purpose of electing members to the
National Committee and Council, Judges and Light horse
shall be, and are hereby required to be held at the following
vamed places in each District; that is the precinct or place for
holding elections under law the in Lees Creek District, shall
be at the present residence ot Little Charles, on Skin Bayou,
that in Salisaw District at Fox’s residence on Salisaw Creek;
that in Illinois District at the National Ccuncil House (Tah-
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lon-tee-skee,) and that in Neosho District at John Drew’s re-
sidence on Bayou Menard
Tah-lon-tees kee, May 10th, 1834.
Approved—JOHN JOLLY, Princ’l Chicf.

0:0
Secrion 5th.
An Act relative to Estates and Administrators.

Ist. Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in
General Council Convened, That where a citizen of the Che-
rokee Nation dies, and previous to his death, and while pos-
sessed of his natural reason and senses, he or they should
make or cause to be made, their written will for the disposi-
tion of their property after death, or if they should make verb-
al, all such wills either written or verbal, and the same attested
by two or more good witnesses, shall be valid and binding: in
law to all intents and purposes, unless the law directs other-
wise.

20d.  Resolved further, That if a person should in their
will name and appoint a person or persons to administer on the
Estate, or they should appoint an executor or executors to their
will, such person or persons so appointed, shall be the proper
and legal administrator of such an Estate, or executors to
their will, such person or persons so appoinied shall be the
proper and legal administrator of such an Estate, or executors
of the will thus assigned to them, provided such person or per-
sons so appointed are natives of the Cherokee Nation.

3d.  Resolved further, That no will on the Estate of a
deceased person shall be exempt from the payment and satis-
fying of all just debts and demands against it, (or the Eestate)
and any such will or other disposition of an Estate, and not
having in it this provision, (payment of all just debts and de-
mands) shall not be valid until it shall have first conformed to
this and other regulations of the law.

4th.  Further Resolved, That all wills either written or
verbal on the Estates of deceased persons, and also all admin-
istrators or executors therein named and appointed as such,
shall be inclusive subject to the law regulating Estates and
Wills of deceased persons, .
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5th.  Resolved further, That all Estates of deceased pei-
sons after satisfying all just debts and demands against them,
the balance of such Estates shall be equally divided between
the heirs of the deceased, unless otherwise directed by a Will
of the deceased person, to whom the estate belonged.

6th. Resolved further, And it is hereby furthermore pro-
vided, that where a man and woman are living together as
man and wife, and either of them should die without a Will,
and having no heir or heirs, half of the estate of the deceas-
ed, shall belong to the survivor, and the other half to the
nearest relatives of the deceased; and at if length, the survivor
should die heiress, and without making a will, their estate
shall also belong to their nearest relatives: .

7th.  Further Resolved, That all persons, whomsoever,
that are, and may be appointed by law, or otherwise chosen
to administer on the estates of deceased persons, or as Exec-
utors to Wills shall be, and are hereby required to render in,
before the Judges of the District; where such an Estate, thus
in their charge belongs, a just and correct Schedule of all
the property belonging to the Estate, they have thereby the
charge of, and the Judges shall estimate the value thereof,
and retain the Schedule of property in their Office, and in
addition to this, such Administrators, or Executors shall be,
and are hereby required to execute a bond in the presence of
the Judges for double the amount of  the Estate according to
the Schedule rendered in, and moreover, to give good secus
rity, deemed so by the Judges, for their faithful performance,
and just management of the Estate in their charge. And all
such bonds, shall be drawn payatle to the Chiefs of the Cher-
okee Nation, for the benefit of the heirs of the Estate for
which the bond was given; which bond and the obligations of
the securities attached thereto, shall be retained in the Judge’s
Office, until complied with as the law requires, and aceording
to promise.

8th. Further Resolved, That when a person dies without
making a Will of the property, it shall be, and it is hereby
annexed to, and made the duty of the Judges of the same
District where such an Estate lies, to appoint one or two
suitable persons to administer on and take charge of such
Estate, but shall require such person or persons so appointed
to render in a Schedule of all the property belonging to the
Estate, and to give bond and good security as the law requires.
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Oth. Further Resolved, 'That where the Estate of a des
ceased person &onsists of horses, cattle, and hogs, and an
Executor or Administrator is appointed by or according to
law, to take charge of such estate, the Administrator or Exec
utor, shall be and are hereby allowed for his trouble with
the stock, one third of all the increase (original stock ex:
cepted) of horses and cattle, belonging to the Estate, and
if there be any hogs, they shall be disposed of for the benefit
of the heirs of the Estate.

10th. Further Resolved, That it is herein provided, that
where a person dies, and their estate is in debt, the dwelling
louses, and other buildings belonging to the place, and house-
hold furniture, the plantation, farming tools and geering,
shall all be exempted from sale, and shall not be used to sat:
isfy debts against the estates, but shall be reserved in all in-
stances whatever, for the use of the survivor and heirs of the
Estate. All laws to the contrary notwithstanding.

Tah-lon-tees-kee, May 10th, 1834.

Approved—JOHN JOLLY:

O O memomammini

Secrion Ora.
An Act for the punishment of criminal offences.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council in Gen-
eral Council Convened, That where a part of the penalty un-
der the law for a crime is punishment by whipping, such
punishment shall be inflicted by the Light Horse, and the
number of stripes or lashes to be received by criminals shall
be from twenty-five to sixty, neither more nor less; but to be
regulated as the Judges may decide according to the magni
tade of the crime committed.

Resolved further, That whosoever shall be guilty of theft,
robbery, breaking open or burning houses, or of committing
a rape upon a female, shall be tried before the Judges of the
District where the offence was committed, and if convicted of
for either of the above offences by good evideunce, such person
or persons so convicted, shall suffer the penalty of the law by
receiving as many lashes on the bare back as the Judge may
decide, and also such convicts shall make whole the property
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destroyed or damages done the injured person, or if for theft,
the property stolen shall be returned to the person from whom
it was taken.
Tah-lon-tees-kee, March 21, 1831
Approved—JOHN JOLLY.

0:0

An Act prohibiting the cutting down of Pecan trees and
setting the woods on fire.

Resolved by the Committee and Council, in G¢neral Coun-
¢il Convened, That from and after this date it shall be un-
lawful for any person or persons to cut down or fell a pecan
tree or trees barely for the purpose of obtaining the pecans on
such trees; and any person or persons violating this law shall
be tried before the Judges of the District where the offence
was committed, and if convicted, he, she or they so convicted
shall pay for each and every such offet:ce five dollars, one
half to be paid to the informer and the other half to the Light
Horse arrigning such offenders to trial.

And # shall also be unlawful for any person or persons to
set the woods on fire within the limits of the Cherokee Nation
before the first of March in each year, from and after this date,
and any person violating this law shall be tried before the
Judges of the District where the offence was committed, and
if convicted they shall pay a fine of five dollars for each and
every offence, and pay for all damages dope by the fire so set
out, one half of the fine to belong to the informer and the oth-
er half to the Light Horse.

And the National Light Horse of each District shall have
cognizance of each of the above offences.

Tak-lon-tees-kee, March 22, 1831.

Approved—JOHN JOLLY.

—0:0

An Act prokibiting the sale of Land, &c.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council in General
Council Convened, That 1f any person or persons should sell
or bargain the land of the Cherokee Nation, or any part there-

15
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of, to a different Nation, or to any person or persons without
proper authority from the National Council, and the same ap-
proved of by the Chiefs of the Cherokee Nation, they (the
offenders,) shall be tried for each and every such offence be-
fore the National Council, and if convicted by good evidence,
such offender or offenders shall suffer death; but if detected
before they have actually sold the land, then the punishment
shall be one hundred lashes on the bare back, to be inflicted
by the National Light-horse. All laws to the contrary not-
withstanding.

Resolved further, That if any person or persons should
endeaver to cause the lands of the Cherokee Nation to be
laid off into sections, or to make divisions in it, or meddle
themselves in such way, or in any manner, whatever, with
the land, without proper authority from the National Council,
and the same approved of by the Chiefs of the Cherokee Na-
tion, such person or persons, shall, on conviction, before the
National Council, receive one hundred lashes on the bare
back, to be inflicted by the National Light-horse. All laws
to the contrary notwithstanding.

Tah-lon-tees-kee, March 23d, 1831.

Approved—JOHN JOLLY.

0:0
An Act imposing a Fine for Harboring unruly White Men.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-
eral Council Convened, That if any person or persons, shoul
from and after this date, harbor a citizen or citizens of the
United States, about their house or other place in the Nation,
who have been turned out of the Nation for a crime or mis-
behaviour committed in it, and such fact should be proven,
before any of the Judges, that such person or persons, (na-
tives) are or have been harboring such people of the said
description and character, he, she or they, (the offenders)
shall pay for each and every such offence, one hundred dol-
lars, for the benefit of the Cherokee Nation; which amount
may be collected by the National Light-horse in any kind of
property, to be valued by the Judges before whom the case
was tried; which property, so valued, and taken, shall be sold
by the National Light-horse to the highest bidder, at public
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auction, on a twelve months’ credit, the purchaser to give
bond and give good security, for the sure payment, drawn
payable to the Chiefs of the Cherokee Nation, for the benefit
of the Nation.
Tah-lon-tees-kee, Dec. 2d, 1833,
Approved—JOHN JOLLY.

0:0
An Act relative to Breach of Marriage.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-
eral Council Convened, 'That it shall be unlawful for a white
man, (citizen ot the United States) living in the Nation, to
have more than one wife; neither shall he make use of the
woman’s (his wife) property without her consent.

Furthermore, If a whiteman should leave his wife, without
a just caunse, such white man shall be tried for such act,
before the Judges, and if convicted, he shall pay the woman
left, for all damages done her for breach of marriage and for
decetving her. The amount of damages to be decided by
the Judges.

Piney, Sept. 24, 1824,

Approved—JOHN JOLLY, .
P BLACK COAT. | OWef*

0:0
An Act prohibiting White Men Cutting Timber.

Resolved by the National Commctee and Councd, in Gen-
eral Counril Convened; That from aud after this date, it shall
be unlawfal for any person or persons, living in the Nation,
to authorize a white man or men, in any shape or manner
whatever, to cut lumber or timber upon the lands of the Cher-
okee Nation, for the use of a white mau or men, living out
of the Nation. And any person or persons living in the
Cherokee Nation, violating this law, shall, on being convict-
ed for such offence, before the Judges of the District where
the offence was committed, pay a fine of fifty dollars for each
and every such offence, for the benefit of the Nation; or if
any person or persons, living in the Nation, should hire to
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¢ut lumber or timber, on the lands of the Nation, for the use
of a white man or men, living out of the Nation, they sirall
pay a fine of fifty dollars. Citizens of the Nation are mot
prevented by this law, from cutting Cord-wood for Steam-
boats.
Tah-lon-tees-kee, March 23, 1831.
Approved—JOHN JOLLY.
0:0
SecrioN TTH.

An Act of Oblivion between the Seven Clans, &c.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-
eral Council Convened, That all lives taken, for which the
different clans of the Cherokee people (7 clans) are indebted
to each other for lives taken previous to this date, shall be,
and are hereby forgiven; and all such chims for life taken as
above stated, heretofore existing between the said different
Clans, and up to the present time, shall cease to exist, and
be forever forgotten, and suffered to pass out of remem-
brance.

Piney, Sept. 24th, 1824.

WALTER WEBBER, ‘Chairman.
Approved—JOHN JOLLY.

0.0

An Act Relative to Casual Deaths.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in
General Council Convened, 'That hereafter if it should so
happen, that one or more persons should accidently, and
without malice or revenge, kill or cause the death of one or
more persons, the case shall be tried before the Judges of
the District where the circumstances took place, or by the
National Council, and if it should be proven satisfactory, be-
fore either of the said authorities, that the cause of such per-
son or persons’ deaths was by accident, and without malice
or revenge, the person or persons arraigned to trial, and thus
cleared of being guilty of murder shall be acquitted and set
at hiberty.

Piney, Sept. 24th, 1824,

) Approved—JOHN JOLLY, Prin'l Chicf.
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SecTioN STH.
GENERAL LAWS.
An Act Confirming former Decisions.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council in Gen~
eral Council Convened, That from and after this date. all
decisions of the Committee and Council or Light-horse com
panies, or Chiefs in Council, shall be final and conclusive,
And the Committee and Council, Judges and Light-horse
companies, shall have no cognizance of such cases that have
‘transpired previous to this date, under the then existing laws
and customs of the Cherokees. This law shall not be so con-
strued, as so prevent the investigation of any due bills that
may have been illegally issued by the National authorities.

Tah-lon-tees-kee- March 23d, 1831.

Approved—JOHN JOLLY.
~——0:0——
An Act defining Lawful Fences.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-
“éral Council Convened, That all persons having farms or oth-
er enclosures within the limits of the Cherokee Nation, are
hereby required to have a fence of nine good rails high, and
the cracks in the fence within the space of two feet from the
ground up, not to exceed four inches in width. And all
fences filling this description, shall be considered lawful
fences, and all as falls short of it, shall be without the law’s
protection. And should stock of any kind break into or over
a lawful fence, the damages shall be estimated by two good
disinterested men; and the ewner of such stock shall pay the
person injured, the amount of such estimation of damages,
and the person injured must notify the owner of the stock to
come and take it away.

Resolved further, That if stock of any kind (horses, cat-
tle, and hogs) should break into or over an unlawful fence,
and the owner of the fence should kill or cause to be killed,
or injure such stock, he, she or they, shall be accountable
to the owner of the stock for all damages done it.

-Tah-lon-tees-kee, March 23d, 1831.

Approved—JOHN JOLLY.
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An Act prohibiting Negro Slaves to own Property.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gener-
al Couneil Convened, That after the expiraticn of «ix months
from and after this date, no slave or slaves in the Cherokee
Nation, shall have the right or privilege to own any kind of
property whatever. And therefore, all slaves in the Chero-
kee Nation, now owning any kind of property, are hereby
required to sell or dispose of it previous to the expiration of
said six months. And if any slave or slaves now holding
property, and failing to comply with this law, by not selling
it off by the above named time, shall thereby forfeit their pro-
perty to their owners, and the National Light-horse are here-
by required to enforce and carry into effect this law in their
respective Districts.

Resolved further, That if a slave or slaves are caught
gambling or intoxicated, or if’ they ~hould in any way abuse
a free person, he, she or they, (negroes) shall for either of

_the above offences, receive sixty lashes on the bare back for
each and every such offeuce, to be inflicted by the Light-
horse. -

Tah-lon-tees-kee, Dec. 3d, 1855— — ~ ~—

Appproved—JOHN JOLLY, I
BLACK COAT, } Chicfs.

W. WEBBER.

0.0

An Act relative to abandoncd Improvements.

Resolved by the Committee and Council, in General Coun-
cil Convened, 'That from and after this date, all improvements
within the Cherokee Nation, such as fencing, cleared lands,
and buildings of any description, and which have been made
or caused to be made, or improved by United States license
traders, or by white intruders, shall, when abandoned, or in-
truders removed therefrom, revert to the Cherokee N ition.

Resolved further, that it is hereby enjoined as a duty upon
the Judges of the same District where such improvements
may be, to make sale of them as herein stated; that 15, the
Judges as above stated shall repair to the place where wuch
improvements are and take a minute description of them and

w
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publish the same for four or six months, at two or more pub-
lic p'aces in the Naution, notifying in the advertisement that
at the expiraticn of such time the improvements or buildings
as the cse may be, thus adverticed, will be sold to the highest
bid-ler, at pub'ic auction on a twelve month’s credit, and that
the purchaser will be reqnired to give bond and good security
for the <ure payment of the purchase money. Accordingly,
at the expiration oy said timie (four or six months) the Judges
shill repair to the improvement advertised, or to a more suit-
able pirce, and make cale of it as mentioned in the advertise-
ment, and procure from the purchaser a bond for double the
mount of the puarchtse money, with approved security attach-
ed thereto, which bind shall be drawn pavable in twelve
monii~ fran the date of purchase, and made payable to the
N :tional Conneil or Chiefs for the benefit of the Nation; and
at the neat ensming National Council thereafter, all such bonds
shall be handed m to the Naticnal Coancil.  And after such
sile has been effected the Judges and Light-Horse will see
that the purchaser under the law gets peaceable possession of
the improvement purchased.
Resolved further, That all improvements or buildings which
may revert to the Nation by the foregoing resolution, from
and after this daite shall not be taken possession of or med-

dled with-hw any person oF pereens-in any way whatever, un-
less they shiull have first obtained a right by prifchase uuder

. -
the law, and if any person or persons should disregard tmis——

law and procecd to a violation, he, she or they shall be sub-

jeet to and forfeit a fine at the discretion of the National
Council,

Tah-lon-tee-skee, March 2d, 1831.
Approved—JOHN JOLLY, Prin’l Chief.

0.0

An Act authorizing the Chiefs to receive Public Monies.

Resolved by the Commaittee and Council, in General Coun~
cil Convened, 'T'hat from and after this date, all the annuities
which may become due from the United States shall be paid
over to the Chiefs, who shall be, and they are hereby author-
ized to receive and receipt for the same for and in behalf of
the Nation, which money shall be kept safely in their hands
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-antil the National Council shall, by law, regulate its disposal.
Tah-lon-tees-kee, October 25, 1834,
Approved—JOHN JOLLY.

0.0

An Act prohibiting citizens of the United States keeping
Public Tables.

Resolved by the Committee and Council, in General Coun-
cil Convened, That from and after this date, no other than cit-
izens of the Cherokee Nation shall keep a tavern or public
table at a Council or public gathering in the Nation, (fruit,
flour and Bacon not prohibited from being brought in for sale;)
and person or persons not citizens of the Nation, violating this
law shall forfeit and pay the Nation one hundred dollars, to
be collected forthwith, by the National Light-Horse.

Tah-lon-tees-kee, Nov. 14, 1835.

Approved—JOHN JOLLY.

0:0
An Act relative to Public Blacksmith Shops.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-

eral Counril Convened, That two persons in each District be

~and are hereby appointed to superintend the public blacksmith
in their respective Districts.

Resolved further, That the two Committee members of
each District be, and they are hereby appointed and authoriz-
ed to superintend the said 8miths in their respective Districts,
whose duty shall be to see that the said Smiths do all they are
required to do under their instruction from the Agent. The
Committee members of each District to be furnished with a
copy of said instructions.

Resolved further, That in case any of the Blacksmiths
should fail to do their duty, per instructions of the Agent, and
the superintendents think it necessary, they can report such
Smith to the Agent for a further investigation of the case,
which Smith shall be required to do his duty or remove as the
Agent may decide.

Tah-lon-tees-kee, Oct. 26th, 1835.

Approved—JOHN JOLLY, Prin't Chicf
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An Act relative to the School Fund, ( Treaty 1828.)

Resolved by the Committee and Council, in General Couns
¢il Convened, 'That the balance of the school fund now due,
and which may be due this Nation from the United States
Government and treaty 6th May, 1828, shall be and is hereby
equally proportioned between the four Districts of this Nation,
(the balance of division to be governed by former resolutinn
on this fund passed March 27th, 1833.)

Resolved further, That each District shall, by and under
this resolution, have the entire management of their respec-
tive portion of said fund to do and act with it as may seem
best for promoting the object and design for which said fund
was appropriated.

Resolved further, That all resolutions passed by the Na-
tional Council in March 27th, 1833, militating against the
herein foregoing resolutions, shall, from and after this date,
cease to be in force, and are hereby made null and void, (the
payment at Dr. Palmer’s statior per resolution March 27th,
1833, not prevented up to this date.)

Tah-lon-tees-kee, Oct. 27th, 1835.

Approved—JOHN JOLLY, Prin’l Chief.

0:0
An Act relative to Salines.

Resolved by the National Committee and Council, in Gen-
eral Council Convened, That all Salines within the limits of
the Cherokee Nation are the property of the Cherokee Na-
tion.

Resolved further, That no person or persons shall have the
right to work a Saline in the Nation without obtaining alease
for such purpose from the National Councii.

Resolved further, That the former laws regulating the Sa-
lines of the Nation, (1829) shall be and are hereby repealed
from and after this date.

Resolved forther, That after the present leases on Salines
are out, all such Salines shall be leased out to the highest bid-
der, and such bidders shall be entitled to leases on such Sa-
lines as bid for by giving their bond with approved security.
The rents to be paid in cash annually, and no lease on a Sa-
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line shall be given for a longer term than five years ata time

Resolved further, That all persons getting leases on Sa-
lines as above stated, shall furnish their own metal and other
preparations necessary for such purpose, (salt kettles, furnace,
shed, troughs, salt house and the like are here meant,) and
when their lease runs out such preparation and the kettles
shall revert to the Nation.

Resolved further, That where a bond is taken for the rent
of a Saline, it shall be drawn for double the amount of the an-
nual rent, and made payable to the Chiefs for the benefit of
the Nation. An in case any person or persons having sucha
lease, and if he or they should fail to pay the rent annually such
person or person so failing shall forfeit and pay the Nation
the amount of their bond. And in case they should violate
the law on Salines, or any part of such regulations as are here-
in mentioned, they shall forfeit their leases and likewise their
xpta]tal and other preparations mentioned in the foregoing ar-
ticie.

Resolved further, That no others but citizens of the Nation
shall have the right to lease or rent a Saline lying within the
fimits of the Nation, neither shall it be lawful for a citizen of
the United States to be taken into partnership, or be sharers
in a Saline in any way whatever.

Further Resolved, That all the salt now due and which
may be due the Nation for the present leases on Salines, shall
be and is hereby valued at fifty cents per bushel, (50 Ibs.,)
the salt that is to be issued to individuals excepted, and such
persons as now have leases shall have the right to pay the Na-
tion cash at the above rates annually instead of salt.

Tah-lon-tee-skee, Dec. 6th, 1833.

Approved—JOHN JOLLY.

0.0

The first law established among the Cherokees on Arkansas,
and entered by request of the old Chicf, John Jolly.

Resolved, That there be and is hereby appointed a Light-
Horse company whose duty shall be to preserve peace and
good order among the Cherokees on Arkansas, to suppress
stealing, and punish such as may be caught in such an act.

Resolved further, That the Light-Horse company shall not
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have any thing to do with a case for stealing which has beeri
committed previous to this date, neither shall it be lawful for
any Light-Horse company hereafter appointed, or Chiefs to
have any cognizance of such cases, (steailng) if committed
previ to this date.

Dardenelle Rock, 1820.

JOHN JOLLY, Prin’l Chief.

Walter Webber, Black Fox, Spring Frog, Too-cho-wuh,
and others, Chiefs, Headmen and Warriors of the Cherokee
Nation.





