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CONSTITUTION. 

In order to form a perfect union, establish justice, and 

secure to ourselves, and our children, the blessings of 

freedom, We, the people of the Muskogee Nation, do 

adopt the following Constitution : 

A R T I C L E I . 

SECTION 1. The law-making power of this Nation shalt 
be lodged in a Council, which shall consist of two houses: 
the House of Kings and the House of Warriors. 

SEC*. 2. The House of Kings shall be composed of one 
representative from each town. Each member shall be 
elected by the vote of the town which he represents, and 
shall hold his office for four years. 

S B C . 3 . The House of Warriors shall consist of one 
representative from each town, and an additional repre­
sentative for every two hundred persons belonging to the 
town. Each member shall be elected by the vote of the 
town which he represents, and shall hold his office for four-
years . . 

Sue . 4 . The members of Council shall receive such 
compensation out of the National Treasury as shall be pro­
vided for by law. 

S E C . 5. A majority of the members of each house shall 
constitute a quorum ; but a less number may adjourn from 
day to day and compel the presence of absentees. 

S E C . 6. Each house shall judge of the returns and qual­
ifications of its members, impeach a member for disorderly 
conduct, and, by the concurrence of the two-thirds of both 
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houses, expel a member. Neither house shall adjourn for 
a longer period than two days without the consent of both 
houses. 

SEC. 7. The House of Kings shall elect its own Presi­
dent, and the House of Warriors shall elect its own 
Speaker. 

SEC. 8. Each house shall choose its own Secretary, 
whose pay shall be provided by law, and whose term of of­
fice shall continue at the discretion of the house which he 
serves. 

SEC. 9. No person shall become a member of either 
house, who shall not be an acknowledged citizen and who 
shall not have attained the age of twenty-two years. 

SEC. 10. The style of the action of the Council shall 
be : "Be it Enacted by the National Council of the Musko­
gee Nation." 

AET1CLE I I . 

SECTION 1. There shall be a Principal Chief, to be 
styled the "Principal Chief of the Muskogee Nation," who 
shall be elected for the term of four years, by a majority 
of the votes of the male citizens of the Muskogee Nation 
who shall have attained the age of eighteen years. There 
shall also be a Second Chief, who shall be chosen for the 
same term, in the same manner as that prescribed for the 
election of the Principal Chief, and in case of the death, 
resignation, or removal from office of the Principal Chief, 
he shall perform all the duties of that officer. 

SEC. 2. No person shall be eligible to the office of 
Principal or Second Chief of the Muskogee Nation, who is 
not a recognized citizen of the same, and who shall not have 
attained the age of thirty years. 

SEC. 3 . The Principal Chief is hereby invested with the 
reprieving and pardoning power. He shall see that all the 
laws of this Nation are faithfully executed and enforced ; 
shall make an annual report to the National Council of the 
condition of affairs in the Nation ; and shall recommend 
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such measures as he may deem necessary for the welfare of 
the Nation. 

S E C . 4. Whenever any bill or measure shall pass both 
houses, i t shall be submitted to the Principal Chief for his 
approval or rejection. If he shall approve it, it shall 
become a law. If he shall object to it, he shall, within 
five days, return it, accompanied by his objections, to the 
house in which it originated ; and if not so returned within 
five (5 ) days, it shall become a law. If, after a bill or 
measure has been vetoed by the Principal Chief, it shall 
again be submitted to the two houses, and receive a favor­
able vote of two-thirds of both houses, it shall become a 
law. 

SEC. 5. Whenever any bill or measure shall pass both 
houses and be submitted to the Principal Chief for his 
approval or rejection, within five days before an adjourn­
ment, he shall be allowed the first three days of the next 
Council within which to return the same. 

S E C . 6. The Principal Chief shall be allowed to select 
a Private Secretary, who shall be compensated out of the 
National Treasury as provided by law. 

ARTICLE I I I . 

SECTION 1. The supreme law defining power' in this 
Nation shall be lodged in a High Court, to be composed of 
five (5) competent, recognized citizens of the Muskogee 
Nation, who shall have attained the age of twenty-five (25) 
years. They shall be chosen by the National Council for 
the term of four years, and shall be paid as provided for 
by law. 

S E C . 2. This Court shall meet on the first Monday in 
October in each year, and shall have power to try all cases 
where the issue is for more than oue hundred dollars 
($100) . Three members shall constitute a quorum. 

ARTICLE IV. 

SECTION 1. The Muskogee Nation shall be divided into 
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six (6 ) districts, and each district shall be furnished with 
a judge, a prosecuting attorney and a company of light 
horsemen. 

SEC. 2. The Judge shall be chosen by the National 
Council for the term of two years. He shall t ry all cases, 
civil and criminal, where the issue does not exceed one 
hundred dollars. He shall have the right to summon 
twenty-four disinterested men, out of which number there 
shall be selected, in criminal cases twelve, and in civil cases 
nine, who shall sit as jurors. He shall also be allowed a 
clerk, whose pay shall be provided for by law. The 
Judge's pay shall be provided for by law. 

SEC. 3. Any person failing to obey a summons to serve 
as juror, without good reason for such failure, shall be 
fined the sum of five dollars ($5) . Each juror whilst in 
service shall receive one dollar per day. 

SEC. 4. The Prosecuting Attorney shall be appointed 
by the Principal Chief, by and with consent of the National 
Council. I t shall be his duty to indict and prosecute all 
offenders against the laws in his district. For each convict 
he shall be paid the sum of twenty-five dollars ($25) . 

SEC. 5. The Light Horse Company shall consist of a 
captain and four privates, who shall be elected for the term 
of two years by the vote of the district, and shall be sub­
servient to the orders of the Judge. Their compensation 
shall be provided for by law. 

ARTICLE V. 

SECTION 1. There shall be a National Treasurer, who 
shall be selected by the National Council for the term of 
four years. His duty shall be to receive and receipt for all 
National funds, and to disburse the same as shall be pro­
vided for by law. He shall report the condition of the 
National finances to the National Council at least once 
every year. He shall be required to bind himself in a bond 
of five thousand dollars ($5,000), with good security, for 
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the faithful performance of his duty. He shall be paid as 
provided for by law. 

SEC. 2. No moneys shall be drawn from the National 
Treasury except to carry out appropriations made by the 
National Council, and when such an appropriation is so 
made, the Principal Chief shall issue a draft upon the 
Treasury to meet the same. 

AKTICLE VI. 

SECTION 1. There shall be a National Interpreter, who 
shall be elected by the National Council for the term of four 
years, and who shall be compensated according to provisions 
of law. 

ARTICLE VII . 

SECTION 1. All officers of this Government shall be liable 
to impeachment, trial and removal from office for neglect 
of duty. 

SEC. 2. All bills of impeachment shall originate in the 
House of Warriors. 

ARTICLE VIII . 

SECTION 1. No laws impairing contracts shall be passed. 
S E C . 2. No laws taking effect upon things that occurred 

before the enactment of the law shall be passed. 

ARTICLE I X . 

SECTION 1. All cases shall be tried according to the pro­
visions of the respective laws under which they originated. 

S E C . 2. All persons shall be allowed the right of 
counsel. 

ARTICLE X . 

SECTION 1. All treaties shall be made by delegates, duly 
recommended by the Principal Chief, and approved by the 
National Council, and such treaties shall be subject to the 
ratification of the National Council. 

SEC. 2. The treaties shall be the supreme law of the 
land. 
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C H A P T E R I. 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE OFFICERS. 

ARTICLE I. Principal Chief. 
II. Second Chief. 

III. National Treasurer. 
IV. National Auditor. 
V. Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

VI. National Interpreter. 

ARTICLE I. 

PRINCIPAL CHIEF. 

SECTION 1. The Principal Chief shall on the fifth day of 
December next following his election, enter upon the duties 
of his office. He shall be installed by the Chief Justice of 
the Muskogee Nation, and shall not be recognized as being 
properly qualified to discharge his duties until he has taken 
and subscribed to the following oath, to wit : 

I (name) do hereby most solemnly swear, in the presence of 
Almighty God, that I will truly and honestly support the Constitution 
and Laws of the Muskogee Nation, and will faithfully discharge all the 
duties of my office to the best of my ability. So help me God. 

SEC. 2. In cases of great necessity he shall have power 
to convene the National Council, by issuing an order to the 
President of the House of Kings and the Speaker of the 
House of Warriors, to call the members of their respective 
houses to convene. 

SEC. 3 . He shall have the power to suspend any judi­
cial or executive officer who neglects the duties of his office, 
or is guilty of misdemeanor in the same, and when a 
vacancy shall occur in any of the branches of this govern­
ment, from this or any other cause, he shall fill such 
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vacancies pro tern., until the National Council shall convene, 
when all such vacancies shall be filled by legal election. 

SEC. 4. He shall have the issuance of all National war­
rants ; but no warrants shall be issued until an appropria­
tion by the National Council has been made to cover the 
same. 

SEC. 5. He shall appoint the trustees for the Manual Labor 
Schools, the National Board of Examiners, and such other 
National Committees whose appointment shall not be other­
wise provided for by law. 

SEC. 6. He shall nominate to the National Council the 
National Auditor, the District Attorneys, and the delegation 
to Washington City. 

SEC. 7. He shall have the issuance of all commissions 
from the Muskogee Government, and of all permits to non-
citizens, and certificates of citizenship, where the same is 
not otherwise expressly provided for by law. 

S E C . 8. He shall be Chairman of the National Mill 
Committee. 

SEC. 9. He shall have the power to call an interna­
tional convention or council of the tribes or Nations residing 
within the limits of the Indian Territory, whenever the same 
shall be necessary for the welfare of the Indian race. 

SEC. 10. He shall be the medium through which this 
Government shall communicate with foreign powers, where 
the same is not otherwise expressly provided for by law. 

SEC. 11. He shall constitute the executive head of this 
Nation. 

SEC. 12. He shall be allowed one private secretary, 
who shall receive an annual salary of three hundred dollars 
($300) ; but he shall have the right to appoint no person to 
that position who is not a native born citizen of the Mus­
kogee Nation. 

SEC. 13. He shall have his office in the National Capi­
tol building. 

SEC. 14. He shall receive an annual salary of one 
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thousand dollars ($1,000) , and shall hold his office for a pe­
riod of four years. 

S E C . 15. He shall be subject to impeachment and re­
moval from office for neglect of duty, or crimes or misde­
meanors in office. 

ARTICLE I I . 

SECOND CHIEF. 

SECTION 1. In case of the death, removal or suspension 
from office of the Principal Chief, Ihe Second Chief shall 
act in that officer's place. 

S E C . 2. He shall be installed in the same manner, at 
the same time, and hold his office for the same period as 
the Principal Chief, and shall be subject to the same laws 
regarding impeachment as that officer. 

S E C . 3 . He shall be a member of the National Mill 
Committee. 

S E C . 4. He shall receive an annual salary of seven hun­
dred dollars ($700) . 

ARTICLE I I I . 

NATIONAL TREASURER. 

SECTION 1. The National Treasurer shall be elected by 
the National Council, at the regular session next succeeding 
the general National election, and shall enter upon the du­
ties of his office on the fifth day of December following. 
He shall be installed in the same manner as and by the 
same officer who installs the Principal Chief ; and until such 
installation he shall not be competent to perform the func­
tions of his office. 

S E C . 2. He shall receive, have charge of and disburse 
the funds of the Muskogee Nation, according to the pro­
visions of the National Council. 

S E C . 3 . He shall have charge of the youths who are at 
institutions of learning in the States at the cost of the Mus­
kogee Government. 



14 National Auditor. 

SEC. 4. He shall be a member of the Mill Committee. 
SEC. 5. He shall have his office at the National Capitol 

building, and shall be present at Okmulgee, either in per­
son, or by a competent deputy empowered to act for him in 
all matters, at least one week at the close of each quarter, 
and during the entire sessions of the National Council. In 
case of a violation of this provision, he shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor in office, and upon proof of the same his 
office shall be declared vacant, and shall be filled by the 
Principal Chief pro tern, until the meeting of the National 
Council. 

SEC. 6. He shall be subject to the laws regarding im­
peachment. 

SEC. 7. He shall receive an annual salary of four hun­
dred dollars per year, and out of this amount he shall be 
required to pay bis traveling expenses. 

ARTICLE IV. 

NATIONAL AUDITOR. 

SECTION 1. The Principal Chief shall nominate to the 
National Council during its regular session next succeeding 
the general National election, a suitable person to fill the 
position of National Auditor of public accounts. Should 
such nomination be not confirmed, he shall nominate a sec­
ond, etc. After such nomination shall have been duly con­
firmed, the Chief Justice of the Muskogee Nation, on the 
fifth day of December following, shall administer the regular 
oath of office, and after the Auditor has taken and subscribed 
to the same he shall be competent to perform the duties per­
taining to his position. 

SEC. 2. He shall keep his office in the National Capitol 
building, and shall be present at the seat of government, 
either in person or by deputy duly empowered to 
act for him in all respects, during the entire sessions of the 
National Council, and at least one week at the expiration of 
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each quarter. For a violation of this provision he shall be 
subject to the same penalty as would the National Treasurer 
for a like violation. 

S E C . 3. He shall keep suitable books of accounts with 
the United States Government, with the different officers of 
the Muskogee Nation, and with other persons doing busi­
ness of a public character with the same ; to examine and 
supervise the accounts of the National Treasurer, or any 
other person who may disburse the public money of the 
Nation ; and it shall be the duty of tlie National Treasurer, 
or other disbursing officer or officers, to render prompt 
vouchers to the Auditor for all moneys that may have been 
paid by them for the Nation. 

S E C . 4. He shall keep a complete record of all appro­
priations furnished him by the Principal Chief, and the 
purpose for which each appropriation was made. When­
ever a warrant, or warrants, duly executed, to cover the 
amount of an appropriation, has been indorsed by him and 
entered to the credit of such an appropriation, the entry or 
account of the appropriation shall be balanced and closed ; 
and should any warrant, or warrants, in excess of an appro­
priation, be presented for his indorsement, it shall be his 
duty to reject the same, at the same time taking an account 
of such over-issue, giving the date of issue, the amount, to 
whom issued, and under what act the same was issued, and 
report the same to the National Council. 

S E C . 5. I t shall be the duty of all judicial and executive 
officers, who are by law authorized to issue National script 
and jury tickets, to furnish the Auditor of Public Accounts 
with regular quarterly statements in detail of the expenses 
of their respective offices, and the Auditor shall enter such 
statements to the credit of such officers respectively. He 
shall take up and cancel all National script and jury tickets 
and issue in lieu thereof certificates of his office, charging 
such canceled script and tickets to the officer issuing the 
same. He shall make annual reports to the National 
Council of those accounts, and said reports shall be made 



16 Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

the basis upon which appropriations shall be made to defray 
the expenses of all such officers. 

SEC. 6. The Auditor shall make an annual report of the 
financial condition of the Nation, its resources and liabilities, 
to the Principal Chief, at such time as the Principal Chief 
may require. 

SEC. 7. He shall receive an annual salary of four 
hundred dollars ($400). 

SEC. 8. He shall be liable to the laws governing im­
peachment. 

ARTICLE V. 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 

SECTION 1. The Superintendent of Public Instruction 
shall be elected by the National Council at its regular 
session, and shall hold his office for a period of two years. 
He shall be installed by the Chief Justice in the same 
manner as other executive officers are installed, and until 
such installation shall not be competent to perform the 
functions of his office. 

S E C 2. He shall have his office in the National Capitol 
building, and shall be present at the seat of government 
during the sessions of the National Teachers' Institute, 
during the sessions of the National Council, and at least 
one week at the last of each quarter, and for a violation of 
this provision, he shall, upon proof of the same, be removed 
by the Principal Chief from office, and hi3 place shall be 
temporarily filled by that officer until the next session of 
the National Council, when the office shall be filled by a 
regular election. 

SEC. 3. He shall be President of the National Teachers' 
Institute. 

SEC. 4. He shall have charge of the neighborhood 
schools, and shall perform all the duties pertaining to such 
charge, as is set forth in Statutes on Education. 
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S E C . 5. He shall have charge of the public smiths, and 
shall perform all the duties pertaining to such charge, as is 
set forth in the laws regulating public smiths. 

S E C . 6. He shall be Chairman of the "National Board 
of Examiners ." 

S E C . 7. He shall be subject to the laws regarding im­
peachment. 

S E C . 8. He shall receive an annual salary of six hun­
dred dollars ($600.) 

ARTICLE VI . 

"NATIONAL INTERPRETER. 

SECTION 1. The National Interpreter shall be elected by 
the National Council at the regular session next succeeding 
the general National elections, and shall be installed in the 
same manner and by the same officer as other National 
officers, on the fifth of December next following, and shall 
not be competent to perform the duties of his office until he 
is thus installed. 

S E C . 2. He shall be subject to the laws governing im­
peachment, as other National officers, and shall receive an 
annual salary of twenty-five ($25) dollars. 
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C H A P T E R I I . 

NATIONAL COUNCIL. 

RTICLE I . Organization. 
I I . Protest Against Admission to Membership. 

III . Committees. 
IV. Privilege from Arrest. 

V. Clerks, Interpreters and Chaplains. 
VI. Pay of Members. 

ARTICLE I. 

ORGANIZATION. 

SECTION 1. The National Council of the Muskogee Na­
tion shall convene within the National Capitol building at 
the seat of government, on the first Tuesday in October of 
each year. 

SEC. 2. During each constitutional term there shall be 
four annual sessions ; the first and third sessions each to be 
held during a period of time not exceeding fifteen days, and 
the second and fourth sessions to be held each during a 
period of time not exceeding thirty days. Also, on the 
fifth day of December next following the general National 
elections, the newly-elected members shall convene, to 
organize and to do such business as may come before the 
Council. 

SEC. 3. When a quorum of the members elect of either 
house, respectively, have assembled, a temporary presiding 
officer and a temporary clerk shall be selected, and the 
credentials of persons claiming seats shall be examined ; 
after which one or more of the Judges of the Supreme 
Court shall administer to each member, severally or other­
wise, the regular oath of office, which oath thus administered 
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shall qualify them to perform their duties. But the oath 
shall be administered to no person, whose seat is contested, 
uniil such contest is decided. 

ARTICLE I I . 

PROTEST AGAINST ADMISSION TO MEMBERSHIP. 

SECTION 1. No protest against the admission of a per­
son supposed to be legally elected, and bearing certificate 
of election, to a seat in the National Council shall be re­
ceived or taken notice of, unless the protest is accompanied 
by the sum of fifty dollars. 

S E C . 2. Should the protest prove just and successful, 
then the above mentioned sum of fifty dollars shall be re­
turned to the protesting party or parties, but should the 
protest prove unsuccessful, it shall be transmitted to the 
National Treasurer to be placed to the credit of the general 
fund. 

ARTICLE I I I . 

COMMITTEES. 

SECTION 1. As soon as practicable after the organiza­
tion of the Council, the President of the House of Kings 
and the Speaker of the House of Warriors shall appoint the 
following joint standing committees, viz: Committee on 
Finance, Committee on Education, Committee on Internal 
Improvements, Committee on Judiciary and Committee on 
Foreign Relations. And they shall from time to time ap­
point such special committees, either joint or separate, as 
may be necessary. A majority of each joint standing com­
mittee shall consist of members of the House of Warriors. 

SEC. 2. Each committee shall take into consideration all 
matter committed to its care, report upon the same as early 
as practicable ; and,unless otherwise ordered by the Council, 
they shall transact all their business during the intervals 
between the daily sessions of the two houses. 

S E C . 3 . The President of the House of Kings and the 
Speaker of the House of Warriors, upon the recommenda-
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tion of the Chairman, shall have the appointment of all 
committee clerks. Each committee shall, to its regularly 
appointed clerks, pay the sum of two dollars and a half a 
day. 

S E C 4. All committees, appointed from the National 
Council, shall have power to call for, and compel deliver­
ance of such books, papers, documents, etc . , as they may 
need in the transaction of business; to compel the attend­
ance of witnesses; to place witnesses under oath, and to 
use all other lawful means whereby they may arrive at a 
correct conclusion in such matters as they may have com­
mitted to their care. 

ARTICLE IV. 

PRIVILEGE FROM ARREST. 

SECTION 1. Members of the National Council shall be 
privileged from arrest while in attendance on any of its 
sessions, and while going to and returning from the 
same. 

S E C . 2. Any officer of this Government violating this 
provision shall be subject to suspension and removal from 
office. 

ARTICLE V. 

CLERKS, INTERPRETERS AND CHAPLAINS. 

SECTION 1. Each House shall elect for itself a clerk and 
interpreter and a chaplain. Each of* whom shall serve 
during the constitutional term of Council unless sooner 
dismissed. 

S E C . 2. The clerk shall keep an accurate record of the 
proceedings of the House and do such other business as 
properly belongs to the office. 

S E C . 3 The interpreter shall be present at each daily 
session of his House, and shall interpret from Muskogee 
to English or from English to Muskogee any address or 
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message, whether viva voce or in writing, which shall be 
offered to the House, whenever the same may be required 
of him. 

SEC. 4. The chaplain shall be an ordained minister. 
He shall open the House each morning with prayer. 

ARTICLE VI. 

TAY OF MEMBERS. 

SECTION 1. Each member of the National Council, and 
the regular clerk and interpreter of each house, shall receive 
the sum of three dollars per day during the sessions of that 
body, and the sum of twenty cents per mile for the distance 
necessarily traveled in going to and returning from the 
same. 
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C H A P T E R I I I . 

THE JUDICIARY. 

ARTICLE I. Common Provisions, 
II. Supreme Court. 

III. Districts, District Courts and District Officers. 

ARTICLE I. 

COMMON PROVISIONS. 

SECTION 1. Any person, or persons, instituting a suit 
before any of the courts of this Nation when obtaining a 
summons for that purpose, shall file a bond, with sufficient 
security satisfactory to the Presiding Judge, for the pay­
ment of such witnesses as he or she shall summon, and the 
defendant shall be required to file a bond of the same 
nature for the payment of such witnesses as he or she shall 
cause to be summoned. 

S E C . 2. No person shall be competent to sit on any 
case as juryman, until he has taken an oath, administered 
by the proper officer, to decide according to law and 
evidence, without favor or partiality. 

SEC. 3. No person shall be allowed to testify in any of 
the courts of this Nation, without first taking an oath, 
administered by the proper authority, to testify according 
to the whole truth and nothing but the truth. 

SEC. 4. All suits for damages or breach of contract 
arising or appearing in the courts of this Nation, shall be 
decided according to the merit of the cause. 

SEC. 5. Each witness who attends court in obedience to 
a summons by the proper authority, shall be allowed one 
dollar per day while in service. 

SEC. (i. I t shall be the duty of the Light Horse 
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Companies in each district to collect all fines from any per­
sons who fail to obey a summons which may have been 
served by the proper authorities, and all fines so collected 
shall be turned over to the National Treasurei . 

SEC. 7. I t shall be the duty of every Judge before 
whom a decision has been made, to settle with the wit­
nesses; and in civil suits he shall collect all costs through 
the Captain of the Light Horse. 

S E C 8. After the decision in a civil suit has been 
reached, should either party refuse to settle in accordance 
with the bond given, the light horse shall seize and sell any 
property belonging to such party until the amount of 
costs is collected. 

S E C . 9. Any Judge found to have issued script in his 
own behalf as payment for services as clerk, shall be subject 
to removal from office. 

ARTICLE I I . 

SUPRKME COURT. 

SECTION 1. The Judges of the Supreme Court shall be 
elected by the National Council at the annual session next 
succeeding the general National elections, and shall be in­
stalled in the same manner as other officers on the fifth day 
of December following. 

SEC. 2. There shall be allowed the Supreme Court one 
clerk, who shall perform all the duties pertaining to the 
position, in the same manner as the clerks of district courts 
perform the duties pertaining to such courts. 

S E C . 3 . The Judges of the Supreme Court, and the 
clerk thereof, shall receive the sum of three dollars per day 
during the sessions of the court, and twenty cents per mile 
for the distance necessarily traveled over in going to and 
returning from the same. 

S E C . 4. When any person desires to institute a case the 
cause of which comes under the jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Court, he may notify one of the Supreme Judges at any 
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time he may see proper, making known the names of all 
witnesses and persons party to the cause. 

SEC. 5. When a case has been instituted into the 
Supreme Court, the Supreme Judge shall notify the Judge 
of the district wherein the parties to the suit and witnesses 
for the same shall reside, giving the names and residences 
of said parties, and the District Judge shall summon all said 
parties to attend at the next session of the Supreme Court. 

SEC. t>. Where witnesses who have been summoned to 
attend trials at the Supreme Court shall fail to obey such 
summons, the Supreme Court shall exercise the power of 
ordering the light horse of the district in which such persons 
reside to enforce such attendance. 

SEC. 7. When a suit has been instituted in the Supreme 
Court, and all parties thereto have been notified twenty 
days previous to the time of trial, should any of said parties 
fail to appear at the proper time, the Court shall proceed to 
consider and decide the case in the same manner as if all 
parties had appeared, and the decision shall be final, unless 
the parties who have failed to appear at time of trial, shall, 
within twenty days of the adjournment of the court, appear 
before one of the Supreme Judges, and render a sufficient 
reason for non-attendance, in which case there shall be 
allowed a second trial. 

SEC. 8. The sessions of the Supreme Court shall be 
conducted in the same manner as the sessions of the district 
courts, except where it is otherwise provided by the Con-
stition and laws. 

ARTICLE I I I . 

DISTRICTS, DISTRICT COURTS, AND DISTRICT OFFICERS. 

SECTION 1. The six judicial districts of the Muskogee 
Nation shall be known and described as follows : 

Oowetah District.—All that portion of the Muskogee 
Nation situate north of the Arkansas River. 
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Okmulgee District.— All that portion of the Muskogee 
Nation situate within the following bounds : Beginning at 
the point where Cussetah Creek empties into the Deep Fork 
River, and running thence in a northerly direction along 
the bank of said creek to its source, and continuing in a 
straight line to the bald hills near F . B . Sever's ranche, 
thence along the east range of the Conchartee Hills to the 
Arkansas River ; thence up the Arkansas River to where 
the boundary line of the Creek Nation crosses the Arkan­
sas River, thence following said line to the ceded tract, 
thence along the line of said ceded tract to the bank of 
Deep Fork River; thence along the bank of Deep Fork 
River to the place of beginning. 

Muskogee District —All that portion of the Muskogee 
Nation situate within the following bounds: Beginning at 
a point known as Hopoethle Yahalari Cow-pen, on Deep 
Fork River, thence along the banks of Deep Fork River 
west to Cussetah Creek, thence up the Cussetah Creek to 
its source, and continuing by a straight line to the bald 
hills near Capt. F . B. Sever's ranche; thence along the 
east range of the Conchartee Hills to the Arkansas River, 
thence down the Arkansas River to the Cherokee line, and 
down said line south to the head waters of Elk Creek, and 
down said creek to the Soda Springs, and thence by a 
straight line to the place of beginning. 

Eufaula District.—All that portion of the Muskogee 
Nation situate within the following bounds : Beginning at 
a point on the Canadian River at the mouth of Middle 
Creek, thence up said creek to the Eufaula Road, thence up 
said road to the head 'waters of Cat-char Micco Creek, 
thence down said creek to the North Fork River, thence by 
a straight line to the head waters of Wolf Creek, and down 
said creek to the falls of the Deep Fork River, thence down 
said Deep Fork River to Hopoethle Yahalari Cow-pen, 
thence by a straight line to the Soda Springs on Elk Creek, 
thence in an easterly direction up said Elk Creek to the 
Cherokee line, thence along said line to the North Fork 
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River near where it empties into the Canadian River, thence 
up the Canadian River to the place of beginning, 

Deep Fork District.—All that portion of the Muskogee 
Nation situate within the following bounds : Beginning at 
a place on the Deep Fork River, known as Deep Fork 
Falls, and running from thence up the Deep Fork River to 
the ceded tract, thence along the line of the ceded tract 
south to the North Fork River, thence down the North 
Fork River to the mouth of the Cat-char Micco Creek, 
thence by a straight line to the head waters of Wolf Creek, 
thence down said creek to the place of beginning. 

We-wo-ka District.—All that portion of the Muskogee 
Nation situate within the following bounds, viz: Begin­
ning at a point where the line of the ceded tract crosses the 
North Fork River, and running from thence along said line 
south to the Canadian River, thence down said river east­
erly to Middle Creek, thence along said Creek to Eufaula 
Road, thence by a straight line to head of Cat-char Micco 
Creek, thence down said creek to the North Fork River, 
thence along the North Fork River to the place of 
beginning. 

SKC. 2. There shall be established in each district, at 
such point as the citizens of the district shall decide, a dis­
trict court, and to each court there shall be attached one 
judge, one prosecuting attorney, and a company of light 
horsemen, consisting of one captain and four privates. 

S E C . 3. The Judge of each district shall be elected by 
the National Council at its regular session, for the period 
of two years, and shall be installed in the same manner 
as the National officers. He shall have charge of the 
court and of the officers thereof. He shall be allowed 
one clerk, who shall be allowed the sum of three dollars 
per day during actual service. He shall have the issu­
ance of writs, summons, and all court script. He shall 
have the power to order his light horsemen to any por­
tion of his district, and when actually necessary shall have 
the power to order them to any part of the Muskogee 
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Nation. In cases of actual need, he shall have the power 
of calling to his aid the police force of other districts. In 
cases of unavoidable expenses and liabilities, which may be 
incurred by reason of confinement of prisoners by Light 
Horsemen, board included, he shall issue court script for 
the same; but in no case shall there be paid a greater 
amount than one dollar per day for board of a single 
prisoner. He shall administer oaths to jurymen and wit­
nesses, and shall swear in the members of his light horse. 
He shall sit as adjudicator of all points of law contested in 
his court. He shall receive an annual salary of two hundred 
dollars. 

SEC. 4. The Prosecuting Attorne)' of each district shall 
be nominated by the Principal Chief of the Muskogee 
Nation, and shall be confirmed by the National Council at 
the name session at which is elected the District Judge , and 
shall hold his office for the same term as that officer. He 
shall diligently examine into all cases of supposed violation 
of the laws of the Muskogee Nation, and whenever he has 
reason to believe that a violation has been committed, he 
shall prosecute the same before the District Court, and for 
each conviction he shall receive the sum of twenty-five 
dollars ; and he shall receive such other fees as may be 
provided for by law. He shall also receive an annual 
salary of one hundred dollars. 

SEC. 5. If any district attorney shall have cognizance 
of a violation of the National laws, and shall fail to institute 
the proper legal proceedings, he shall be guilty of high 
crime, shall be suspended from office, and, upon conviction, 
shall be fined not less than fifty (50) and not more than 
one hundred (100) dollars, at the discretion of the Court. 
The Judge of the District Court of which the attorney shall 
be so charged, shall select a prosecuting attorney of any of 
the other districts of the Muskogee Nation, who shall 
prosecute the case before him, and upon conviction, shall 
be allowed the compensation allowed by law for convictions. 
In case the charge shall not be sustained, the Prosecuting 
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Attorney shall be considered in office, the same as if he had 
not been suspended. But should the charges be sustained, 
judgment shall be rendered in the case, and the office shall 
be considered vacant, and shall be filled in the same manner 
by the Principal Chief as other vacancies are filled. All 
fines accruing under this provision shall be paid into the 
National Treasury. 

SEC. 6. The Light Horse Company shall be the police 
force of the district. They shall be elected on the third 
Tuesday of September every two years, and shall be 
installed by the District Judge. They shall be under the 
immediate supervision of the Judge. They shall serve all 
summons, make arrests, collect all fines and taxes, and 
shall act as general bailiffs of the Court. They shall each 
receive the sum of one hundred and twenty-five dollars per 
annum, and shall be allowed to appropriate to their own 
use all fines collected from persons violating the law pro­
hibiting the keeping or introduction of intoxicating liquor, 
and such other fines or portions of fines as maybe provided 
bv law. But no citizen of the Muskosree Nation shall be 
arrested at any election, held under the laws of the Mus­
kogee Nation, unless for breach of peace or a violation of 
the law prohibiting the carrying of deadly weapons. 

SEC. 7. For the trial of such civil cases as may arise, 
each District Court shall hold two sessions annually, to 
commence as follows: 

OKMULGEE DISTRICT. 

First Session: First Monday in March. 
Second Session: First Monday in June. 

DEEP FORK DISTRICT. 

First Session: Third Monday in March. 
Second Session: Third Monday in June. 

WE-WO-KA DISTRICT. 

First Session: First Monday in April. 
Second Session: First Monday in July. 
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EUFAULA DISTRICT. 

First Session : Third Monday in April. 
Second Session : Third Monday in July. 

MUSKOGEE DISTRICT. 

First Session : First Monday in May. 
Second Session : First Monday in August. 

COWETAH DISTRICT. 

First Session: Third Monday in May. 
Second Session : Third Monday in August. 

Should any district judge, by sickness or other hindrance, 
be prevented from holding court at the time specified by 
law, he shall call a session at as near that time as he may 
deem best, but no district court shall sit at one session for 
a longer term than twelve days. 

S E C . 8. The citizens of each district shall have the 
power to designate the place for holding the district court. 

SEC. 9. Each district court shall convene at 9 a. m. : at 
the exact time set for the hearing of a criminal case the 
Judge shall proceed to trial. If delay be prayed by the de­
fendant on account of absence of an important witness, the 
party praying such delay shall be examined under oath, as 
to whether or not he has used proper means to have such 
witness present ; and if it be found that proper means have 
not been taken, then the trial shall be proceeded with the 
same as if such delay had not been prayed. But if it be 
found that proper means to have such witness present have 
been taken, then without an adjournment, he shall send his 
light horse to arrest and compel the attendance of such 
absent witness, and any person guilty of resisting or evad­
ing such arrest shall be guilty of misdemeanor, and, upon 
conviction, shall receive fifty (50) lashes upon the bare 
back. If such absent witness cannot be found and the Judge 
has reason to believe that he is residing within the limits of 
the Muskogee Nation, and that his presence may be had, 
then he may adjourn the court for five ( 5 ) days, exclud­
ing Sundays, after which the court shall again convene and 
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proceed as before. But no Judge shall on account of 
absence of witnesses adjourn his court more than twice nor 
delay a trial for a longer time than ten days, excluding 
Sundays. 

SEC. 10. Any Judge who shall fail to hold court at the 
time prescribed by law, unless prevented by death, or other 
circumstances beyond his control, or who shall willfully 
violate any other provision of the law, shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and be liable to impeachment and expul­
sion from office. 

SEC. 11. Any light horseman found guilty of disobeying 
a legal order from the Judge of his district, either by 
neelect or willfully, shall be removed from office : and anv 
attorney-at-law, officer of court, or any other person guilty 
of procuring or advising any person to swear falsely, shall 
upon conviction be deemed guilty of perjury, and shall be 
punished in the same manner as if he himself had sworn 
falsely. 

SEC. 12. Any person swearing falsely, shall upon con­
viction receive fifty lashes upon the bare back, shall ever 
afterward be debarred from holding any office of trust or 
profit in this Nation, and from being considered a valuable 
witness in any of the courts of this Nation. 

SEC. 13. Any person wishing to enter suit into any of 
the district courts of this Nation, shall in person, or by 
attorney, appear before the District Judge and make known 
such wishes, stating the names of all persons whom he de­
sires to have summoned as witnesses in his behalf, and the 
name or names of the person or persons against whom he 
wishes to institute sui t ; and it shall be the duty of the 
Captain of the Light Horse to summon such witness or wit­
nesses to appear at the next session of the court. 

SEC. 14. When the defendant is a citizen of a different * 
district from that of the person suing, the person suin°-
shall appear before the Judge of the district wherein the 
defendant resides and there enter suit. 

SEC. 15. In order that the parties against whom suit is 
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instituted may prepare for trial, it shall be the duty of the 
Judge to give them due notice, informing them of the na-
ture of the suit and by whom instituted. Both the defend­
ant or defendants and all witnesses shall be summoned at 
least ten days before the meeting of the court. 

SEC. lfi. After all parties have been duly notified by 
the proper authority, and a decision has been reached, such 
decision shall be final, whether all parties are present 01 
absent, unless the parties who have been absent during 
trial appear before the Judge within twenty days after the 
decision, and render proper reasons for non-attendance, in 
which event another trial shall be allowed. 

SEC. 17. Should any officer, in any district, require as­
sistance to execute any law of the Muskogee Nation, the 
District Judge shall call upon any other District Judge, or 
all other District Judges in the Nation, for assistance, which 
assistance such Judge or Judges are authorized and required 
to render. 
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C I V I L L A W S . 

CIVIL LAWS, APPROVED OCTOBER 12, 18&7, AND NOT 

REPEALED. 

1. Be it enacted, That no persons shall receive damages 
for injuries done their crops, unless they have a fence nine 
rails high, staked and ridered ; and when they have lawful 
fences around their farms, and the stock of another indi­
vidual injures their crops, they shall be entitled to damages, 
to be assessed by two disinterested persons. 

3. Be it enacted, That if any person or persons shall set 
the woods or prairies on tire, and the tire should damage 
another individual in person or property, the offenders 
shall pay such damages as shall be assessed by two disinter­
ested persons. 

4. Be it enacted, That if any person of this Nation 
refuse to pay his or her just debts, it shall be the duty of 
the Light Horse Company to proceed and collect the debt 
out of any effects that may be found in his or her posses­
sion. 

h. Be it enacted, That the last will and testament of any 
citizens of this Nation shall be valid ; and should any citizens 
of this Nation die without making a will, not having an 
opportunity to do so, and shall express, before two respect­
able witnesses, the manner in which they wish their effects 
disposed of, it shall be valid ; and no will shall be valid 
unless the testator shall have been in his or her proper 
mind, and such fact testified to by two respectable wit­
nesses. 

(5. Be it further enacted, That if any person die without 
a will, having property and children, the property shall be 
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equally divided among the children by disinterested persons ; 
and in all cases where there are no children, the nearest 
relation shall inherit the property. 

7. Be it further enacted, That no citizen or other 
persons of this Nation shall bring any claim against a 
deceased person without two respectable witnesses, who 
shall have been present at the time the claim was created, 
or shall hold his or her obligation; in either case, where the 
deceased has property, it shall be collected ; otherwise the 
claim shall not be good. 

8. Be it further enacted, That no will shall be valid 
where it is proven that it was made to avoid the payment 
of just debts. 

9. Be it further enacted, That in order more effectually 
to carry into effect the law prohibiting the introduction and 
vending of ardent spirits, it shall be the duty of the Light 
Horse Company to execute the said law to its full extent ; 
to search, find and spill all the spirituous liquors that may 
be found in their respective limits, and to collect a fine at 
the hands of the vender, at the rate of four dollars per 
gallon for all liquors spilled. 

13. Be it further enacted, That if any citizen of this 
Nation be found guilty of having violated the above law by 
selling liquors, he or she shall be fined as provided for 
above. 

14. Be it enacted, That it shall be unlawful for any 
stallion, over two years old, to run at large, and all such 
may be castrated. 

15. Be it enacted, That should there occur a vacancy in 
the executive office of this Nation, eight months or less 
before the expiration of his term, the President of the 
House of Kings shall perform the duties of that office to the 
end of the term ; but if it is for a longer period than eight 
months, he shall then issue an order for the filling of the 

3 
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vacancy by the popular vote, ns provided for by the 
Constitution, 

16. Be it enacted, That no person who has been convicted 
of felony shall be eligible to any office of profit, honor or 
trust under this government. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That it shall be the duty of the several committees 
of the National Council to act only on such business us shall 
have been committed to them from either of the houses. 

Be it further enacted, That all business intended for the 
consideration and action of the Council must be introduced 
or submitted by a member, except official reports required 
or authorized by law. 

Approved October 8th, 1872. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That places which have been vacated, without fenc­
ing, or houses, for the term of five years, shall be liable to 
settlement and improvement by any citizen of this Nation. 

Be it further enacted, That any citizen who may settle 
upon such places shall have all the rights to them as though 
they had never been occupied before. 

Approved October 16th, 1872. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That from and after the passage of this act all 
public officers, such as Captains of Light Hoise Companies, 
etc. , who handle public funds, shall be required to execute 
a bond for the penal sum of one thousand dollars each, with 
good security, to the Creek Nation, for the faithful trans­
action of all financial business assigned them in law. 

Approved October 19th, 1872. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That where a District Judge has issued a writ in 
case of crime, and the officer of the district fails to make 
the arrest, the Judge shall offer such reward for the appre­
hension of the criminal as he shall deem just and effective. 
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Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That all meetings and conventions, and all secret 
movements, having for their object the prevention of the 
execution of law, or the subversion of the laws and Consti­
tution, are hereby forbidden. Any citizen of this Nation 
who shall be found guilty of the violation of the above law 
shall receive one hundred lashes on the bare back for each 
such offense. 

Be it further enacted, That no citizen of this Nation shall 
exercise the power of petitioning any foreign power upon 
any question, when such petition shall be in its nature sub­
versive of the laws and Constitution of this Nation ; and any 
citizen who shall be found guilty of violating the above law 
shall receive fifty lashes upon the bare back. 

Be it further enacted, That no citizen of this Nation shall 
exercise the right of attending any meeting or council called 
by an alien or aliens, when such meeting is intended to pro­
duce lawlessness, or is subversive of the Constitution and 
laws of this Nation ; and any citizen found guilty of violating 
the above law shall receive fifty lashes. 

Be it further enacted, That no citizen of this Nation shall 
be permitted to carry, knowingly, any message or dispatch 
to forward or promote any move having a tendency to pre­
vent the free operation of the laws and Constitution of this 
Nation. Any person or persons found guilty of the viola­
tion of this law shall be fined the sum of fifty dollars, which 
tine shall be collected by the Light Horsemen and paid into 
the National Treasury ; but if unable to pay, he or she shall 
receive twenty-five lashes. 

Be it further enacted, That if any citizen be found guilt}' 
of threatening or attempting to take the life of any 
officer of this Nation, in consequence of the discharge of 
his public duties, he shall be fined one hundred dollars, and, 
if unable to pay the fine, shall receive one hundred lashes. 
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Such fines shall be collected by the Light Horsemen and 
paid into the National Treasury-

Approved August, 1872. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That the Principal Chief be and is hereby author­
ized to appoint and commission, on special public business, 
one or more persons, during the intervals of Council, whose 
expenses and compensation shall be paid out of the National 
Treasury. 

Approved August, 1872. 

Be it further enacted, That the above law (relating to 
the carrying of deadly weapons) shall not be so construed 
as to prevent any one from carrying arms of any kind on 
the public highway, in the wilderness, or about his own 
premises. 

Be it further enacted, That any person or persons found 
guilty of violating the above act, shall be dispossessed of 
his or her weapons by the Light Horsemen in their respec­
tive districts. 

Approved October, 1873. 
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C H A P T E R IV. 

CRIMES AND MISDEMEANORS. 

A R T I C L E I. Murder. 

11. Mayhem. 
I I I . Theft. 
IV. Perjury. 
V. Arson. 
VI. Incest. 

VII . Resisting Officers. 
VII I . Abuse or Injury of Citizens by Officers. 

IX. Sett ing Dogs on Stock or otherwise injuring Private or 
Publ ic Proper ty . * 

X. Disturbing Private Families or Public Meetings. 
XI . Carrying Deadly Weapons. 

XII . Selling Goods on Sunday. 
XIII . Opening Sealed Let ters . 
XIV. Destroying Pecan Trees . 
XV.jSet t ing woods or prairies on fire. 

XVI. F inding Property and failing to give information of 
same. 

XVII . Impeachment . 
XVIII. State 's Evidence. 

ARTICLE I. 

MURDER. 

SECTION 1. Any person who shall willfully and unlaw­
fully kill another person, or kill another person while 
engaged in an unlawful act, shall be guilty of the crime of 
murder, and upon conviction shall suffer death by 
shooting. 

SEC. 2. Any person who shall hire or persuade another 
to kill any person unlawfully, shall be guilty of murder, 
and upon conviction shall suffer death by shooting. 
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SEC. 3. Any person who shall aid or abet another to 
unlawfully kill any person, or shall aid or abet another to 
perpetrate any unlawful act whereby a person shall be 
killed, shall be guilty of murder, and upon conviction shall 
suffer death by shooting. 

SEC. 4. Where a person not engaged in an unlawful 
act, shall be in imminent danger of loss of life or bodily in­
jury at the hands of another unlawfully, and shall, in self-
defense, be forced to kill or maim such person, such killing 
or maiming shall not be considered unlawful. 

ARTICLE II . 

MAYHEM. 

SECTION 1. Any "person who shall unlawfully inflict 
upon the body of another any injury so as to impair or dis­
able him, such person shall be liable to a suit for damages 
before the proper tribunal of this Nation, and upon convic­
tion shall be fined according to the damage or injury sus­
tained. 

S E C . 2. Should such p%erson, as mentioned above, not be 
able to pay the fine, he shall be required to perform an 
amount of work equal in value to the same, for the benefit of 
the injured person, and upon failure to perform the work 
shall receive fifty (50) lashes upon the bare back. 

ARTICLE I I I . 

THEFT. 

SECTION 1. Any person who shall unlawfully, either by 
stealth or force, possess himself of the property of another, 
shall be guilty of theft, and shall upon conviction for the 
first offense receive fifty lashes upon the bare back ; for the 
second offense receive one hundred lashes upon the bare 
back; and for the third offense shall suffer death by shoot­
ing. 

SEC. 2. Any person who shall hire or persuade another 
to commit the crime of theft, shall be deemed guilty of the 
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offense himself, and upon conviction shall suffer in the 
same manner as if he himself had committed the offense. 

ARTICLE IV. 

PERJURY. 

SECTION 1. Any person swearing falsely, shall upon 
conviction receive fifty lashes upon the bare back, shall be 
forever afterward debarred from holding any office of trust 
or profit in this Nation, and from being considered a valu­
able witness in any of the courts of this Nation. 

SEC. 2. Any person who shall give false testimony 
whereb}' another is damaged by loss of property, shall upon 
conviction, in addition to the penalty mentioned in para­
graph 1 of this article, pay double the amount of damages 
to the person sustaining such loss. 

SEC. 3. Any person who shall give false testimony 
whereby another suffers by punishment inflicted on the 
body, shall upon conviction, in addition to the penalties 
mentioned in paragraph 1 of this article, receive in full 
the same punishment which shall have been inflicted upon 
the party against whom he shall have sworn falsely. 

ARTICLE V. 

ARSON. 

SECTION 1. Any person who shall intentionally burn the 
dwelling-house, out-house, or any other building of another, 
without the owner's consent, shall upon conviction pay 
damages in full, and shall suffer the penalty of one hun­
dred (100) lashes upon the bare back. 

ARTICLE VI. 

INCEST. 

SECTION. 1. No intermarriage of blood relations among 
the citizens of the Muskogee Nation shall be considered 
legal. 
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SEC. 2. Any citizen of this Nation who shall marry such 
as are related to them by blood, shall upon conviction 
receive fifty lashes upon the bare back. 

AKTICLE VII. 

RESISTING OFFICERS. 

SECTION 1. Any person who shall resist, abuse or injure 
any officer of this Nation, who is in the legal discharge of 
his duty, shall upon conviction receive for each offense not 
less than twenty-five (25) nor more than one hundred (100) 
lashes upon the bare back, at the discretion of the Court. 

ARTICLE VII I . 

ABUSE OR INJURY OF CITIZENS BY OFFICERS. 

SECTION 1. Any officer of this Nation who shall exceed 
his duty by abusing or injuring a citizen of the same, shall, 
upon conviction, be removed from office, and be compelled 
to pay the abused or injured party not less than twenty-five 
(25) nor more than one hundred (100) dollars, at the dis­
cretion of the Court. 

ARTICLE IX . 

8ETTING DOQ8 ON STOCK, ETC. 

SECTION 1. Any person who shall set dogs on stock of 
another, or in any other manner willfully abuse another's 
property, or the public property of this Nation, shall pay 
damages in full, as assessed by the proper tribunal of the 
Nation. 

ARTICLE X . 

DISTURBING PRIVATE FAMILIES OR PUBLIC MEETINGS. 

SECTION 1. Any person who shall willfully, by word or 
deed, disturb any private or public boarding or day school, 
church, council, or any other religious, political or other 
lawful gathering, or any private family, except those which 
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deal in spirituous liquor, or keep houses of ill fame, or 
gambling houses, shall be guilty of misdemeanor, and upon 
conviction shall receive fifty lashes on the bare back. 

ARTICLE X I . 

DEADLY WEAPONS. 

SECTION 1. No person, except District Solicitors, light 
horsemen and officers of the United States engaged in duty 
requiring them to carry weapons, shall be permitted to 
carry any deadly weapon of any kind, such as pistols, 
revolvers, bowie knives, dirks, or any other weapon, exeejjt 
a pocket knife, at any public gathering of citizens of this 
Nation, such as church meetings, or where persons are 
gathered for purpose of worship or the transaction of busi­
ness, elections, towns, dancing or ball grounds, trials, 
courts, councils, or any place where people are gathered 
for pleasure. 

S E C . 2. Any person found guilty of violating the pro­
visions of paragraph 1 of this Article, shall be dispossessed 
of the weapons by the light horse, and the light horse so 
dispossessing such person shall dispose of the weapon for 
his own benefit. 

SEC. 3. This Article shall not be so construed as to 
prevent travelers f 10m carrying weapons along the public 
highways. 

A R T I C L E X I I . 

SELLING GOODS ON SUNDAY. 

SECTION 1. Any merchant doing business within the 
limits of this Nation, whether licensed or native, who shall 
practice the sale of auy goods, save medicines and burial 
clothing in cases of sickness or death, on Sundays, shall 
upon conviction be fined in the sum of two hundred (200 ; 
dollars ; said sum to be transmitted to the National Treas­
urer, to be placed to the credit of the general funds. 
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ARTICLE X I I I . 

OPENING SEALED LETTERS, ETC. 

SECTION 1. Any citizen of this Nation who shall open 
any sealed letter or other sealed package of another person 
without authority, shall upon conviction be considered 
guilty of crime, and suffer the penalty prescribed by law in 
cases of theft. 

AKTICLE XIV. 

DESTROYING PECAN TREES. 

SECTION 1. Any person who shall cut down or destroy 
any pecan tree, for the purpose of obtaining the fruit there­
of, shall be fined the sum of twenty-five (25) dollars for 
each tree so cut down or destroyed ; the informer to receive 
ten ($10) dollars, and fifteen ($15) dollars to be trans­
mitted to the National Treasurer. Should the parties 
charged with the offense deny the same, the Light Horse 
shall carry him before the District Judge, where trial shall 
be had. 

ARTICLE XV. 

SETTING WOODS OR PRAIRIES ON FIRE. 

SECTION 1. Any person who shall set woods or prairies 
on tire, between the first day of September and the first day 
of April, shall upon conviction be fined the sum of twenty 
dollars; one half of which shall be paid to the informer and 
the other half of which shall be paid into the Treasury of 
the Nation. 

ARTICLE XVI . 

FINDING PROPERTY AND FAILING* TO GIVE INFORMATION OF 

SAME. 

SECTION 1. Any person who shall find an article or any 
property of value, and who shall fail to make proper effort 
to make the same known, so that the owner may be enabled 
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to recover the same, shall upon conviction suffer the penalty 
provided by law for theft. 

ARTICLE X V I I . 

IMPEACHMENT. 

SECTION 1. When charges of high crimes or misde­
meanors are to be preferred against an officer of this Nation, 
such charges shall be preferred before the House of 
Warriors, and that house shall vote as to whether articles 
of impeachment shall be filed. 

SEC. 2. If two-thirds of the members voting vote for 
impeachment, then the House shall appoint a committee of 
seven, composed of its own members, which committee shall 
prepare the articles and submit the same to the House. 

S E C . 3. If the articles, as submitted by the committee, 
are agreed upon, then the House shall select a committee of 
seven of its own members, who shall constitute a Board of 
Managers, and shall conduct the trial of the accused before 
the House of Kings. 

S E C . 4. When articles of impeachment shall have been 
filed against an officer of the Muskogee Nation, the accused 
shall be furnished with a copy of the articles, and shall be 
given timely notice of the trial, so that he may be enabled 
to make preparation for the same. 

SEC. 5. All articles of impeachment which shall arise in 
the House of Warriors, shall be decided in the House of 
Kings, and the members of the House of Kings, before pro­
ceeding to trial, shall be sworn by one of the Judges of the 
Supreme Court, to decide the case before them according to 
the testimony, the principles of justice and without preju­
dice. 

S E C . 6. The House of Kings, while acting as judges on 
a trial of impeachment, shall have authority to cite before 
them and compel the attendance of any citizen of 
the Muskogee Nation whose testimony they may desire ; 
and they are hereby authorized to use any means which 
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may be necessary in order to arrive at all the facts in the 
case. 

SEC. 7. In all trials of impeachment, the President of 
the House of Kings shall preside and conduct the proceed­
ings of the same. 

ARTICLE XVI I I . 

STATE'S EVIDENCE. 

SECTION 1. If an act of theft be committed by either 
man or wife while living together, and the fact should be 
disclosed by either after separation, the one disclosing shall 
not be punished, but the law providing for punishment of 
theft shall be fully executed against the other. 

SEC. 2. Any person turning State's evidence against 
such persons as have been guilty with him or her in the 
perpetration of any misdemeanor, shall not be subject to 
the pains or penalties provided by law for the punishment 
of the same. 
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CRIMINAL LAWS. 

CRIMINAL LAWS, APPROVED OCTOBER 1 2 , 1 8 6 7 . 

1. Be it enacted by the General Council, That all cases 
of murder shall be punishable by death upon conviction. 

2. Be it further enacted, That the accused shall have 
a fair and impartial trial, and no one shall sit on any case 
where he is related to either of the parties by blood or 
marriage, unless it is by consent of the parties. 

3 . Be it further enacted, That if any person kill another 
accidentally, or in self-defense, he shall not be punished. 

4. Be it enacted, That should any person be convicted 
of rape, he shall for the first offense receive fifty lashes ; 
for the second offense he shall suffer death. 

5. Be it enacted, That if anv person shall steal property 
from another, the party thus aggrieved shall receive dam­
ages in full. 

6. Be it enacted, That it shall be unlawful for any 
woman to use medicine calculated to cause infanticide ; and 
any woman who may be found guilty of the violation of 
this law shall receive fifty lashes on the bare back. 



46 Neighborhood Schools. 

C H A P T E R V. 

EDUCATION. 

ARTICLE 1. Neighborhood Schools. 
II. Examination of Teachers. 

III. Teachers' Institute. 
IV. Mission Boarding Schools. 
V. Youths in the State. 

ARTICLE I. 

NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOLS. 

SECTION 1. The interest on two hundred and seventy-
tive thousand one hundred and sixty-eight dollars, held in 
trust for the Creeks by the United States, is hereby set 
apart as a permanent fund for the schools of the Muskogee 
Nation, and provision is thereby made for twenty-eight 
neighborhood schools, twenty-one to be composed of Mus­
kogee Indian children, and seven to be composed of the 
children of freedmen of the Muskogee Nation. 

SEC. 2. The neighborhood schools shall be under the 
charge of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, and 
the teachers shall hold their positions by his appointment, 
and shall be amenable to him. He shall make quarterly 
visits to each school. 

S E C . 3. The Superintendent shall appoint for each 
school, from the neighborhood in which the school is 
located, three trustees, whose duties shall be to see that 
the teacher performs his or her duty, to certify to the 
amount of duty performed, and to exercise a general 
supervision over the children. They shall have power to 
expel any pupil for disorderly conduct. 
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S E C . 4. Each year the National Council shall make a 
special appropriation for the purchase of text books, and the 
Superintendent shall purchase the same, and see that they 
are properly distributed to the different schools. The fol­
lowing series of text-books are hereby adopted as text­
books for the neighborhood schools of the Muskogee 
Nation : • 

McGuffey's Reader. 
Davie8' Mathematics. 
Smith's Grammar. 
Town's Speller and Analysis. 
Mitchell's and Olney's Geography and Atlas. 

SEC. 5. The scholastic year for the neighborhood 
schools shall consist of ten months; shall commence on the 
first day of September and shall end on the last day of 
June . I t shall be divided into four quarters : The first to 
commence on the first day of Septembei and end on the 
fifteenth day of November ; the second to commence on the 
sixteenth day of November and end on the last day of Jan­
uary ; the third to commence on the first day of February 
and end on the fifteenth day of April ; and the fourth to 
commence on the sixteenth day of April and end on the lust 
day of June. Every day in the scholastic year, except 
Saturdays and Sundays, shall be school days. Each teacher 
shall be paid at the rate of four hundred dollars for the 
scholastic year out of the National school funds. 

SEC. 6. When a neighborhood shall make application to 
the Superintendent to have a school established, with prom­
ise to furnish at least twenty pupils, the Superintendent 
shall establish the school, providing there are not already 
in existence the number specified by law ; and said school 
shall commence with twenty scholars. 

SEC. 7. As soon as the same shall come to his notice, 
the Superintendent shall suspend any school which shall 
continuously for the space of two weeks fail to have at least 
fifteen pupils ; and it is hereby made the duty of the trus­
tees, whenever they shall continuously for the space of two 
weeks be an attendance of pupils less than fifteen in num-
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ber, to report the same to the Superintendent of Public In­
struction as soon as practicable. 

SEC. 8. Parents and guardians shall not be permitted to 
keep their children, or those under their charge, away from 
school without the consent of the trustees; and when such 
children are detained from school sufficient reasons shall be 
given for such detention. 

SEC. 9. At the end of each quarter each teacher shall 
render to the Superintendent a full and accurate report, 
stating time served, branches taught, number studying in 
each branch, the time of attendance and the time lost by 
each scholar, and the average attendance during the quar­
ter, and the correctness of this report shall be certified to 
by the trustees. The Superintendent shall keep this re­
port as voucher, to be handed in with his general report to 
the National Council, and in lieu thereof, shall give to the 
teacher an order on the executive office for such amount as 
shall be due. The executive office shall receive such order 
and retain the same as voucher for the National warrants 
which shall be issued in lieu thereof. The Superintendent 
shall keep on hand a sufficient number of blank forms of 
reports, with certificates and orders, and shall see that each 
teacher is properly furnished with the same. Whenever 
necessary the National Council shall make appropriations to 
meet this provision. 

SEC. 10. At each annual session of the National Coun­
cil the Superintendent of Public Instruction shall render a 
full and accurate report, giving the number of schools 
taught, the different amounts expended, and all other mat ­
ters pertaining to his office. He shall have satisfactory 
vouchers for all amounts expended by him. He shall make 
no expenditures over the appropriations made by the Gov­
ernment. 

SEC. 11. All unexpended balances of the appropriations 
by the National Council each year for neighborhood schools 
shall be carried to the credit of the school fund for the next 
succeeding year. 
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ARTICLE I I . 

EXAMINATION OF TEACHERS. 

S E C . 1. The Board of Examiners of applicants for the 
position of teachers of neighborhood schools shall consist 
of the Superintendent of Public Instruction and three other 
competent persons, who shall hold their positions by 
appointment from the Principal Chief. They shall serve 
without pay, and shall hold their office for the term of four 
years. 

SEC. 2. The Board of Examiners shall be present dur­
ing the sessions of the Muskogee Teachers' Institute, and 
at the National Capital when necessary, for the examina­
tion of applicants for certificates of competency. They 
shall grant certificates to those only who prove themselves, 
on examination, capable of teaching higher arithemetic, 
English grammar and composition, United States history, 
geography and penmanship ; the practical knowledge of the 
duties of teachers being also taken into consideration. 
When by the applicant requested, they shall also examine 
in such other branches as help to constitute an English 
education, and if the applicant is found efficient in the 
latter shall mention the same in the body of the certificate. 

S E C . 3 . Nothing shall be charged for either the exami­
nation or certificate, and any examiner found guilty of so 
charging shall be removed from office. 

SEC. 4. Each certificate shall stand good for one year, 
and the Superintendent of Public Instruction shall hire no 
person as teacher of a neighborhood school, unless a certifi­
cate of competency has been granted to that person. 

ARTICLE I I I . 

TEACHEKS' INSTITUTE. 

SECTION 1. The National Teachers' Institute is a regular 
corporate body holding its authority from the Government 

4 
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of the Muskogee Nation. It shall be composed of all the 
teachers of the neighborhood schools of the Nation, and 
shall hold an annual session, commencing on the first 
Tuesday in July. 

SEC. 2. Each teacher of neighborhood schools shall 
attend the sessions of the Teachers' Institute, and those de­
siring schools during the next succeeding year shall be 
examined by the Board of Examiners during its sessions. 

ARTICLE IV. 

MISSION BOARDING SCHOOLS. 

SECTION 1. The Principal Chief is hereby empowered to 
appoint tioo (2) Boards of Trustees, composed of five per­
sons each ; one for the Tallahassee Mission, on the Arkansas 
River, and the other for the Asbury Mission, on the North 
Fork River, which boards shall each have power to contract 
with the denomination by which said mission under its 
trusteeship is respectively controlled, such contracts to be 
subject to the approval and amendment by the National 
Council of the Muskogee Nation. 

SEC. 2. Three members of each board shall constitute a 
quorum, but a less number may adjourn from day to day. 

SEC. 3. The Chairman of each board shall call a meet­
ing of trustees whenever desired to do so by three members, 
and the United States Agent and Superintendent of each 
school may -ittend as ex officio members of said board. 

SEC. 4. The Superintendents of the Tallahassee and 
Asbury Manual Labor Schools shall each furnish a tabular 
statement of the number of pupils attending their respective 
schools, the number of days each pupil shall have been 
absent, and the reason for such absence, if known. These 
statements shall accompany their annual reports to the 
National Council. 

SEC. 5. It shall be the duty of the trustees of the Asbury 
Manual Labor School to see that clothing is obtained 
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for the orphans at that school, and to keep a faithful and 
true account of the same, presenting the same annually to 
the National Council. 

SEC. (5. No person shall be admitted as pupil to the 
Asbury Manual Labor School until he has attained the age 
of thirteen years ; until he has attained some knowledge of 
the five rudimentary rules of arithmetic and has learned to 
read in the English language easy words of three syllable*. 

SEC. 7. Articles of agreement between John Harrell, 
Superintendent Indian Mission Conference, M. E. Church 
South, in behalf of the Board of Foreign Missions of said 
Church, of the first part, and Pleasant Porter, Chilly 
Mcintosh, Joseph M. Perryman, George W. Stidham, and 
James McHenry, trustees duly empowered by the Muskogee 
Nation to act in the premises for the second part. 

WITNESS : That in behalf of the said board the party of 
the first part agrees to take charge of the school buildings, 
farm and other property connected therewith, known as the 
Asbury Manual Labor School, located near the North Fork 
Town, in said Nation, to furnish a competent superintendent 
and suitable teachers for the same, and to receive, clothe, 
feed, take care of and educate at said school eighty scholars, 
male and female [N. B.—This contract was afterward 
amended so as to make all the pupils male] , of suitable 
age, to be selected by the parties of the second part , and to 
remain in said school at least four regular sessions of ten 
months each, unless sent home for disability or misconduct, 
or withdrawn by order of the trustees ; said scholars to be 
furnished with medical attendance when required, also with 
the necessary books and stationery', the boys to be instructed 
in agriculture and mechanical ar ts , * * * * and 

* * to be taught such branches of an English 
education as are usually taught in the high schools in the 
States, with the understanding that the pupils shall in all 
respects be well cared for and kept under proper discipline. 

And the parties of the second part , for and in behalf of 
the Muskogee Nation, stipulate that for such service 
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payment shall be made at the rate of seventy dollars a year 
for each pupil so educated, making an aggregate amount 
not exceeding five thousand six hundred dollars in any one 
year, to be paid quarterly to the Treasurer of the Board of 
Foreign Missions aforesaid, in the City of Washington, the 
first payment to be made at the commencement of the first 
session of said school in each year, which first session shall 
commence immediately after the buildings proposed to be 
erected at said school shall be leady for use and occupancy, 
and thenceforward to commence on the first of September, 
and to end on the thirtieth of June of each year. 

And said parties of the second part further agree, in 
behalf of said Nation, to secure to the said party of the 
first part, or those who may act for the board he represents 
in the matters pertaining to this agreement, the use of such 
laud and timber in the neighborhood of said school as may 
be required for its proper and successful management. It 
is further agreed that the Superintendent of said school 
shall make a report to the National Council at the close of 
each session of the condition of said school and farm, and 
of the progress made by the scholars under his charge. 

And it is further agreed that this contract may be termin­
ated at the pleasure of either party, on giving due notice 
to the other, and in default of such notice to expire at the 
end of twenty years. 

In witness whereof, the parties to this agreement have 
hereunto set their hands and seals this 29th day of Septem­
ber, 1869. 

JOHN HARRELL, [Seal .] 
Supt. Ind. Mission Con. 

PLEASAXT PORTER, [Seal.] 

CHILLY MCINTOSH, [Seal ] 

J . M. PERRYMAN, [Seal.] 

G E O . STIDHAM, [Seal.] 

JAMES MCHENRY. [Seal.] 
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SEC. 8. Be it enacted by the National Council of the 
Muskogee Nation : That there be and is hereby created a 
board of trustees consisting of five (5 ) persons, namely: 
Ward Coachman, David Benson, John Reed, Thomas Kau­
ri ard and He-ne-ho-che, whose duties shall be to take 
charge of the Baptist Manual Labor School to be erected in 
this Nation by the Managing Board of the Muskogee Bap­
tist Association, and perform the duties as required per 
contract. 

Be it further enacted. That the Principal Chief is hereby 
authorized to fill all vacancies, by appointment, that may 
occur in said board. 

Approved December 6, 1876. 
SEC. 9. Contract between the Managing Board of the 

Muskogee Baptist Association of the Muskogee Nation 
and Ward Coachman, James McHenry and John B. 
Moore, on the part of the Muskogee Nation : 

Articles of agreement between William McCombs, Wil­
liam Robinson, John Mcintosh and James Fife, in behalf 
of the Muskogee Baptist Association, of the first part , and 
Ward Coachman, James McHenry and John R. Moore, duly 
empowered by the Muskogee Nation to act in the premises, 
of the second part. 

WITNESSETH : That, in behalf of the said board, the 
party of the first part agrees to erect, at such place within 
the limits of this Nation as it shall determine, a substantial 
building, properly furnished for the purpose, hereinafter 
mentioned, and also to build such out-buildings, fences, 
and make such other improvements as would properly per­
tain to an agricultural and manual labor boarding school, to 
furtiish a competent superintendent and such teachers as 
may be required, and to receive, take charge of, feed, edu­
cate, furnish medical attention, and furnish annually two 
suits of clothing each (one in winter and one in summer) 
for one hundred Indian pupils, fifty male and fifty female, 
of suitable ages, to be selected by the Board of Trustees 
appointed by the National Council, to remain at least four 
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regular sessions of ten months each, unless sent home for 
disability or misconduct, or withdrawn by the order of the 
trustees, and also to furnish the necessary books and sta­
tionery. The boys to be instructed in agricultural and 
mechanical labor, and the girls in the various duties of 
housewifery, and both sexes to be taught such branches of 
an English education as are usually taught in the primary 
and high schools in the States, with the understanding that 
the pupils shall in all respects be well cared for and kept 
under proper discipline. 

And the parties of the second part, for and in behalf of 
the Muskogee Nation, stipulate that for such services pay­
ment shall be made at the rate of sixty dollars ($60) a year 
for each pupil so educated, making an aggregate amount of 
not exceeding six thousand dollars in any one year, to be 
paid quarterly to the Treasurer of the Board of the Musko­
gee Baptist Association aforesaid, in the Muskogee Nat ion; 
the first payment to be made at the commencement of the 
first session of said school, which first session shall com­
mence immediately after the building proposed to be 
erected shall be ready for use and occupancy, and thence­
forward to commence the first of September and to end the 
thirtieth of June of each year. 

And the said parties of the second part further agree, in 
behalf of said Nation, to secure to said parties of the first 
part , or to those who may act for the Board they represent 
in the matters pertaining to this agreement, the use of such 
land and timber in the neighborhood of said school as may 
be required for its proper and successful management. 

I t is further agreed that the Superintendent of said 
school shall make a report to the National Council, at the 
close of each session, of the condition of said school and 
farm, and of the progress made by the scholars under his 
charge. 

And it is further agreed that this contract, may be ter­
minated at the pleasure of either party, on giving due no­
tice to the other, and in default of such notice to expire at 
the end of twenty years. 
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In witness whereof, the parties to this agreement have 
hereunto set their hands and seals this twenty-third day of 
November, 1876. 

WILLIAM MCCOMBS, [Sea l . ] 
President of M. Board. 

WILLIAM ROBINSON, [Seal . ] 
J O H N MCLNTOSII, [Seal . ] 

JAMES F I F E , [Seal . ] 

WARD COACHMAN, [Seal . ] 
JAMES MCHENKY, [Seal .] 
J O H N R. MOOKE, [Seal . ] 

Committee on the part of the Creek Nation. 

Approved November 25th, 1876. 

S E C . 10. Articles of agreement entered into by the Home 
Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, repre­
sented by William H. Mcintosh of one part, and the Mus­
kogee Nation, represented by Pleasant Porter, Robert 
Brown (House of Kings), L. C. Ferryman, David Cum-
mings, and Ned Bobbins (House of Warriors), duly 
empowered by the National Council to act in the premises, of 
the second part: 

WITNESSETH: That whereas, an act was approved De­
cember 8th, 1875, by the National Council, granting per­
mission to the Muskogee Baptist Association, or its manag­
ing board, to establish a Manual Labor School under the 
supervision and patronage of the Baptist denomination ; 
and whereas, on the twenty-third of November, 1876, arti­
cles of agreement were entered into between William 
McCombs, William Robinson, John Mcintosh, and James 
Fife, in behalf of the Muskogee Baptist Association, and 
Ward Coachman, James McHenry, and John R. Moore, in 
behalf of the Muskogee Nation, which contract was subse-
quently transferred by the Muskogee Baptist Association 
to the Home Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Con^ 
vention, and certain changes in the contract were authorized 
by the National Council, on October 13th, 187J), and the 
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committee mentioned above were empowered to amend the 
contract of 1876 accordingly. 

Therefore it is agreed to make this supplemental contract 
and to amend the contract of 1876, as follows: 

1. The Muskogee Nation and the Home Mission Board 
of the Southern Baptist Convention agree to erect the build­
ings and to make the improvements necessary to establish 
said institution jointly, each paying the same sum of money 
toward said enterprise. 

2. Said Muskogee Nation agrees to invest Jive thousand 
($5,000) dollars in said Manual Labor School. 

3. The Muskogee Nation hereby agrees to pay, out of 
the expected receipts to be paid by the United States June 
1, 1880, the sum of $1,666.66§; and the sum of 
$3,333.33£, out of the expected receipts to be paid by 
the United States June 30, 1880, making five tnousand 
($5,000) dollars ; and said sums are hereby set apart and 
appropriated for said purpose, and the payment of said 
sums for said school purposes shall be given preference over 
other obligations. 

4. When this contract has been approved by the Na­
tional Council and by the Home Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, it is agreed that drafts for 
said sums shall be issued by the Chief on the Treasurer of 
the Nation, and shall be forwarded to said Home Mission 
Board or its legal representatives, and said drafts of five 
thousand ($5,000) dollars, in said sums described, together 
with the five thousand ($5,000) dollars now in the hands of 
the said board, shall constitute the joint fund with which to 
establish said Manual Labor School. 

5. The Muskogee Nation reserves the right to return 
within five years said five thousand ($5,000) dollars, to be 
invested in said enterprise by the Home Mission Board, 
and when said sum of five thousand ($5,000) dollars shall 
be returned to the board by the Nation, then the entire 
and perfect title to the property shall become vested in 
the Muskogee Nation, and the right of said board to 
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said property, and the land on which it may be located 
under the treaty of 1866, shall cease, and be vested in said 
Muskogee Nation, but the Home Mission Board shall have 
the right to supervise and operate said school as fully after 
said payment of said five thousand ($5,000) dollars as 
before said payment by the Nation to the Board, and said 
annual appropriation of seventy ($70) dollars per pupil 
will be continued. 

6. The board agrees to have suitable buildings erected 
and improvements made, with capacity to accommodate one 
hundred pupils, to have a competent architect to prepare 
the plans, and to enter into written contracts for the 
erection of the houses and making the necessary improve­
ments. 

7. The Muskogee Nation agrees to appoint a supervisor 
and the board agrees to appoint another, and it shall be 
their duty to inspect the work as it shall progress, and when 
said supervisor shall inspect the work and certify that the 
contractor has done the work skillfully and according to 
contract, a copy of which shall then be delivered to each of 
said supervisors, then payment shall be made to said con­
tractor by the board. 

I t is further agreed that the contract of 1876 shall be 
amended, and is hereby amended, so that the sum of 
seventy ($70) dollars per annum for each pupil is appro­
priated, as said sum of seventy ($70) dollars is allowed by 
the Methodist School, and the law of 1875 says that the 
Baptist contract shall conform to the contracts made with 
other denominations. 

Witness our hands and seals this October 13, 1879. 
W M . H . MCINTOSH, Cor. Sec 'y. 
PLEASANT POKTER, [Seal . ] 
EOBERT BROWN, [Seal . ] 

L. C. PERRYMAN, [Seal . ] 
DAVID CUMMINGS, [Seal . ] 
N E D BOBBINS, [Seal . ] 

Approved October 17, 1879. 
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ARTICLE V. 

YOUTHS IN THE STATES. 

SECTION 1. The National Treasurer of the Muskogee 
Nation shall have charge of the youths at school in the 
States, and shall disburse the funds appropriated for their 
benefit. 

SEC. 2. Six of the youths at school in the States shall 
be placed in schools under the patronage of the Methodist 
denomination. 
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C H A P T E R VI. 

N A T I O N A L FINANCES. 

[For monetary resources, see treaties with United States 
Government . ] 

A R T I C L E I. Liabilities of the Muskogee National Government. 
I I . An act providing for the funding of the Creek National debt 

outstanding in National warrants, issued under acts of 
National Council previous to 1874, and to provide for a 
sinking fund for the payment thereof, and to provide 
for the current expenses of the Government. 

III . Order of payment of National warrants. 

ARTICLE I. 

LIABILITIES OP THE MUSKOGEE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT. 

SECTION 1. The Government of the Muskogee Nation 
shall not be liable for any debts incurred by its citizens, 
collectively or individually, during the late war or between 
that period and the time of the treaty of peace at For t 
Smith, September 13, 1865; but all debts contracted by 
the Nation since the latter date shall be paid out of the 
National Treasury. 

SEC. 2. This article shall not be so construed as to in 
any manner affect personal debts or settlements. 

ARTICLE II . 

An act to provide for the funding of the Creek National 
debt outstanding in National warrants issued under acts 
of Council previous to 1874, and to provide for a sinking 
fund for the payment thereof, and to provide for the cur­
rent expenses of the Nation. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That the National warrants issued under acts of 
Council previous to the October Council of 1874 be and 
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the same are hereby funded by the issuance in lieu tiiereof 
of bonds of the Muskogee Nation, which bonds shall bear 
interest at the rate of five per centum per annum, which 
interest shall be paid annually. The first payment of inter­
est shall be made on the first day of November, 1875, and 
subsequent payments of interest on the first day of Novem­
ber in eacli year thereafter. 

Be it further enacted: That the Treasurer of the Mus­
kogee Nation be and is hereby authorized to cancel all out­
standing National warrants of the class of which this act 
provides for the funding of, and he is hereby further au­
thorized to execute bonds of the Muskogee Nation bearing 
interest as is provided for in the foregoing section. 

Be it further enacted: That the denomination of the 
bonds to be issued under this act shall be respectively one 
hundred dollars and one thousand dollars, but nothing here­
in shall be so construed as to prevent the holders of a 
National warrant or warrants of a less sum than one hnn-
dred dollars from obtaining a bond therefor. 

Be it, further enacted: That the bonds provided for in 
this act shall bear the uniform date of the first day of No­
vember, 1874, provided that all National warrants which 
this act provides for the funding of shall be presented for 
cancellation by the first day of May, 1875, in default there­
of the bond or bonds for such warrants shall only draw in­
terest at the rate of fiveper centum per annum for the half 
year in which they are presented, and thereafter the uni­
form annual interest provided for in this act. 

Be it further enacted: That the sum of two thousand 
five hundred dollars be, and the same is, hereby appro­
priated out of the National funds of each year, or so 
much thereof as may be necessary to pay the annual interest 
on the bonds as herein provided for. 

Be it further enacted: That any and all surplus moneys 
remaining in the Treasury out of the general funds, except­
ing school and blacksmiths' funds, shall be.and the same is 
hereby set apart as a sinking fund, which shall be used only 
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in the payment of bonds to be issued under this act, and 
the National Council of each year shall vest all and any 
such surplus moneys in the sinking fund, antl whenever such 
sinking fund shall amount to the sum of five thousand 
dollars, the Treasurer shall use the same in retiring and 
canceling National bonds on terms most favorable to the 
Nation. 

Be it further enacted: That the Treasurer shall keep a 
record of all warrants canceled and register of all bonds 
issued therefor, and also keep a register of the interest due 
on such bonds, and paid thereon; and he is hereby author­
ized to procure printed bonds, and all books and materials 
necessary to carry out this act, and the Treasurer is hereby 
required, in connection with his annual report, to submit a 
detailed statement for each year of warrants canceled, 
bonds issued, interest paid and interest due and unpaid, and 
bonds canceled and retired. 

Be it further enacted: That the National funds, accruing 
to the Muskogee Nation from and after this date, excepting 
the school and blacksmiths' funds, and the interestfund here­
in provided for, shall be applied and used for the current ex­
penses of the National Government, as provided for hy 
acts of appropriation of the National Council ; and provided 
further, that any and all surplus moneys shaU be appro­
priated for the sinking fund. 

/ ARTICLE I I I . 

y( ORDER OF PAYMENT OF NATIONAL WARRANTS. 

SECTION 1. The National Treasurer shall cash all war­
rants issued by the Muskogee Nation, and held against the 
same, up to October 23d, 1879, before making any pay­
ment upon any which has been or shall be issued after that 
date. 

S E C . 2. After all warrants, issued previous to the above 
mentioned date shall have been canceled, the National 
Treasurer shall make payment on those issued after that 
date according to the date of issuance ; provided, that after 
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the date of a public payment has been published, and the 
parties holding warrants having priority of date shall fail to 
present them, it shall then be the duty of the National 
Treasurer to cash those having the next priori ty; and 
provided that this article shall not be construed so as to 
effect in any manner educational or other preferred 
warrants. 
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C H 4 P T E R V I I . 

C I T I Z E N S H I P AND N O N - C I T I Z E N S . 

A R T I C L E I . Doubtful Citizenship. 
I I . Persons to Whom Citizenship Has Been Granted. 

I I I . Intermarr ied Non-Citizens. 
IV. Rights and Disabilities of Non-Citizens. 
V. Traders . 

VI. Employment of Non-Citizens. 
VII . Leasing Land on the M., K. & T . R. R. to Non-Ci t izens . 

VII I . Stock of Non-Cit izens. 
IX. Drovers and Movers. 
X. Creek Agen t . 

XI. T imber Cut by Non-Ci t izens . 

ARTICLE I. 

POUBTFUL CITIZENSHIP. 

SECTION 1. All persons having resided out of the limits 
of the Muskogee Nation, and whose rights as citizens of the 
same may seem to be questionable in consequence of inter­
marriage with non-citizens, shall be bona fide citizens of 
this Nation, provided they can prove to the satisfaction of 
the proper authorities, that they are of Muskogee descent, 
and not further removed than the fourth degree. 

SEC. 2 . All persons who have been at any time adopted 
by the recognized authorities of the Muskogee Nation, and 
all persons of African descent, who were made citizens by 
the treaty of June , 18(56, between the Creek Nation and the 
United States, shall hereafter be recognized as citizens of 
the Muskogee Nation. 

SEC. 3 . Any person claiming citizenship under these 
provisions, shall, in order to establish his or her rights, 
prove the same by a responsible and disinterested native 
witness before the District Court. 



64 Persons to whom Citizenship has been Granted. 

ARTICLE I I . 

PERSONS TO WHOM CITIZENSHIP HAS BEEN GRANTED. 

SECTION 1. The following persons are hereby declared 
full citizens of the Muskogee or Creek Nation, and they 
shall be subject to the Creek laws, and shall have all the 
rights, privileges and immunities of the original members 
of the t r ibe: 

Robert Childers, 
Daniel Childers, 
James Childers, 
Napoleon Childers, 
Josephine Childers, 
Louis Childers, 
Joe McGilbra, 
Old Sutum, 
Morris Sancho, 
Mary Ann Bittle, 
Dick Grayson, 
Nina Grayson, 
Diana Grayson, 
Richard Grayson, 
Delsey Grayson, 
Hannah Grayson, 
Moses Grayson, 
Savier Grayson, 
Mary Grayson, 
Maryanna Grayson, 
Josh Grayson, 
Michael Grayson, 
Dolly Grayson, 
Sandy Grayson, 
Fannie Grayson, 
James Bay Grayson, 
Samuel Grayson, 
Jack Grayson, 
Aaron Grayson, 

Luveney Grayson, 
Benton Grayson, 
Daniel Grayson, 
Valintia Grayson, 
Rachel Grayson, 
Menervia Grayson, 
Alice Graysbn, 
Lizzie Grayson, 
James Hawkins, 
Robert Drew, 
Marron Drew, 
Annie Drew, 
James Drew, 
Samuel Drew, 
Alex. Drew, 
Sandy Strawng, 
Peggy Mcintosh, 
Thomas Hawkins, 
Jacob Barrett , 
Racey Drew, 
Bill Drew, 
Johnson Drew, 
Celia Drew, 
Nellie Drew, 
Dick Drew, 
David Drew, 
Peter Drew, 
Abb Nivins, 
Tilley Grayson, 
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Judia Grayson, 
Morris Grayson, 
Joe Grayson, 
Leah Grayson, 
Celia Grayson, 
Abram Grayson, 
Amanda Grayson, 
Sharper Grayson, 
Pennany Grayson, 
Mitchell Grayson, 
Caroline Mcintosh, 
Fannie Mcintosh, 
Calter Mcintosh, 
Warrior. Mcintosh, 
Old Man Dean, 
Nancy Dean, 
Elias Dean, 
Pina Perryman, 
Edward Johnson, 
Fannie McGilbra, 
Mariah McGilbra, 
Harriet McGilbra, 
J im McGilbra, 
Sarah McGilbra, 
Julia McGilbra, 
Luke McGilbra, 
Patsey McGilbra, 
Dolly McGilbra, 
Nero McGilbra, 
Robb McGilbra, 
Lizzie McGilbra, 
Eliza McGilbra, 
Billy xMcGilbra, 
Ben McGilbra, 
Jack McGilbra, 
Nancy McGilbra, 
Lizzie McGilbra, 
Amy McGilbra, 
Thomas McGilbra, 
James McGilbra, 

Kezziah McGilbra, 
Betty McGilbra, 
Jimmy McGilbra, 
Suzki McGilbra, 
Juda McGilbra, 
Monday McGilbra, 
Jake McGilbra, 
Tinne McGilbra, 
Stephen McGilbra, 
Joe McGilbra, 
Israel McGilbra, 
Cintha McGilbra, 
Jimmie McGilbra, 
Mollie McGilbra, 
Cookie McGilbra, 
Vircie McGilbra, 
Quash McGilbra, 
Abe McGilbra, 
Lany McGilbra, 
Rina McGilbra, 
Rosa McGilbra, 
Lizzie McGilbra, 
Jimmie McGilbra, 
Philisa McGilbra, 
Maria McGilbra, 
Rentie McGilbra, 
Susie McGilbra, 
Henderson McGilbra, 
Marye McGilbra, 
George McGilbra, Sr . , 
George McGilbra, J r . , 
William McGilbra, 
Ereen McGilbra, 
York McGilbra, 
John McGilbra, 
Darkis McGilbra and 

four children, 
Anna McGilbra and 

one child. 

s 
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ARTICLE II I . 

INTERMARRIED NON-CITIZENS. 

SECTION 1. All non-citizens, not previously adopted, 
and being married to citizens of this Nation, or having chil­
dren entitled to citizenship, shall have a right to live in this 
Nation and enjoy all the privileges enjoyed by other citi­
zens, except participation in the annuities and final partici­
pation in the lands, and in case of removal from the limits 
of our Nation shall not have the right to sell their improve­
ments, provided that such person shall satisfy the Principal 
Chief as to their good character and honest intentions, and 
provided that the Principal Chief shall grant to such person 
permit to reside in the Nation during good behavior. 

SEC. 2. The Principal Chief is hereby authorized to 
grant the permits herein provided for. 

ARTICLE IV. 

RIGHTS AND DISABILITIES OF NON-CITIZENS . 

SECTION 1. No non-citizen shall have a right to reside in 
or to own any kind of property within the Muskogee 
Nation, except by permit, and any non-citizen, without a 
permit, who shall make any improvements within the Mus­
kogee Nation, shall forfeit the same to the Nation. 

SEC. 2. This article shall not be construed so as to in­
terfere with persons who are intermarried with citizens of 
the Muskogee Nation, or so as to interfere with any rights 
guaranteed by treaty. 

ARTICLE V. 

TRADERS. 

SECTION 1. All persons who carry on any business trans­
action within the limits of this Nation, under license 
from the United States Government, shall be required to 
pay the sum of one hundred dollars per annum into the 
National Treasury of this Nation, and it shall be the duty 
of the Light Horse Captains to collect the same. 
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S E C . 2. No non-citizen licensed trader, who has not 
intermarried with a citizen of this Nation, shall be allowed 
to enclose more than two acres of our public domain, nor 
be allowed to cut and put up hay from our common pastur­
age, and any non-citizen, not intermarried, licensed t rader , 
found cutting and putt ing up hay from the common pastur­
age shall be fined ten dollars per acre, for each acre so cut 
and put up . 

S E C . 3 . No non-citizen, not intermarried, licensed 
trader, shall be allowed to keep stock ranches nor perman­
ent herds of cattle within the limits of this Nation ; and 
any licensed trader of this class, who shall disobey this 
provision, shall be reported to the United States agent, by 
the District Attorney in whose district the trader is doing 
business, with the request that said person's license be re­
voked, and that they be removed from the limits of the 
Muskogee Nation. 

ARTICLE V I . . 

EMPLOYMENT OF NON-CITIZENS. 

SECTION 1. No citizen of the Muskogee Nation, nor 
parties residing in the Muskogee Nation by reason of mar­
riage, shall hire, rent or lease any portion of his land or 
claim to a citizen of the United States, nor shall any per­
mit be issued to a citizen of the United States, as either 
farm laborer, herder of stock or laborer of any kind. 

S E C . 2. Any citizen of the Muskogee Nation violating 
this article shall, upon conviction, be fined not less than 
fifty dollars, which fine shall be collected by the Captain of 
the Light Horse, who is hereby authorized to sell any 
goods or property found in possession of the party fined, to 
the amount of the fine. One-fourth of the fine shall be re­
tained by the Captain of the Light Horse, one-fourth by 
the Prosecuting Attorney, and the remaining half shall be 
paid into the National Treasury. 

S E C . 3 . This article shall not be so construed as to pre­
vent a citizen of the Muskogee Nation, or those acting 
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under authority of the Muskogee Nation, from employing 
teachers, mechanics, physicians or clerks who are citizens 
of the United States. 

ARTICLE VII. 

LEASING LAND ON M., K. & T. R. R. TO NON-CITIZENS. 

SECTION 1. All citizens of the Muskogee Nation having 
locations or claims within the limits of three miles of the 
M., K. & T. R. R., passing through this Nation, are 
hereby prohibited from renting or leasing the same to any 
non-citizen. 

SEC. 2. Any citizen violating this article shall pay the 
sum of two hundred ($200) dollars to the Treasurer of the 
Muskogee Nation, to be placed to the credit of the general 
funds, and it shall be the duty of the Light Horse Captain 
of the district in which the offense is committed to collect 
the same. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

8TOCK OP NON-CITIZENS. 

SECTION 1. No person residing within the Muskogee 
Nation, under permit, shall be allowed to keep within the 
limits of the Nation any stock, other than such as shall be 
necessary for immediate use as work stock. 

SEC. 2. It is hereby made the duty of the Prosecuting 
Attorney to notify any person who may be so holding stock 
within his district, to remove the same within thirty days 
from the receipt of the notice ; and should such person fail 
to remove the same within said length of time, it shall be 
the duty of the Prosecuting Attorney to notify the United 
States agent. 

ARTICLE IX. 

DEO VERS AND MOVERS. 

SECTION 1. Drovers and movers shall be allowed to pass 
through the Muskogee Nation free of tax, provided that 
net more than twenty-five days are consumed in making the 
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journey; but where more than twenty-five days are con­
sumed in passing through the Nation, the owner or person 
in charge of the stock, shall pay a tax of five (5 ) cents per 
head for each day so consumed over the twenty-five days, 
providing such delay is not caused by high water or other 
providential hindrance. 

S E C . 2. I t shall be the duty of the Captain of the Light 
Horse of such district wherein such drovers or movers may 
be found, to collect said tax, one-half to be retained for 
himself, and the other half to be paid into the National 
Treasury, he reporting the amount of the tax to the 
National Auditor as soon as the same is collected. 

S E C . 3. Should any drover include in his drove any 
stock belonging to a citizen of the Muskogee Nation, and 
drive the same over one mile, he shall be required to pay at 
the rate of one dollar per head for all stock so driven. 

ARTICLE X . 

CREEK AGENT. 

SECTION 1. The Creek agent shall be allowed to use 
timber anywhere within the vicinity of the new agency. 

ARTICLE X I . 

TIMBER CUT BY NON- CITIZENS. 

SECTION 1. No person not a citizen of the Muskogee 
Nation, shall be allowed to cut aud sell any timber belong­
ing to the public domain of the Nation, unless he has 
authority through a citizen in accordance with existing 
laws ; and any person who shall violate the above law shall 
forfeit all timber so cut, and shall be reported to the United 
States agent as a violator of law. 

S E C . 2. The Prosecuting Attorney of the district 
wherein such law is violated, shall enforce the same. All 
timber so seized by him shall be sold to the highest bidder, 
and 15 per cent, of the proceeds shall be retained for his 
own benefit, and the remainder shall be turned into the 
National Treasury. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

LIVE STOCK. 

ARTICLE I. Stock Brands. 
II. Estrays. 

III. Purchase of Stock from Drovers. 
IV. Introduction of Cattle and Horses. 

ARTICLE I. 

STOCK BRANDS. 

SECTION 1. Each citizen of the Muskogee Nation shall 
be required to furnish the District Judge of the district in 
which he resides, and in which his cattle range, with the 
brand or brands of his stock, or stock held in his possession, 
and the District Judge shall keep a record of the same. 
Each District Judge shall furnish each of the other district 
Judges with a true record of all stock brands in his district. 

SEC. 2. No brand shall be recognized by the citizens of 
the Muskogee Nation unless the same be recorded according 
to the provisions of this article. 

ARTICLE II. 

E8TKAY8. 

SECTION 1. Any person finding and taking up estray 
property shall report the same to the Light Horse Captain of 
the district in which such estray is found, giving a full 
description of the same. 

SEC. 2. It shall be the duty of the Light Horse Captain 
to post and advertise all estray property reported to him, for 
the period of six months, and at the expiration of said time 
he shall offer the same at public sale, and shall sell the 
same to the highest bidder, taking in payment National 
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script or cash in hand, giving due notice of the time and 
place of sale. 

S E C . 3% Any person finding and reporting estray prop­
erty to the Light Horse Captain, shall take charge of such 
estray, and shall appear with it at the time and place of 
sale. 

S E C . 4. Any person finding his or her property posted 
or advertised, shall, upon proving the fact, be possessed of 
the same, upon paying at the rate of two ($2) dollars per 
head for horses and cattle, and fifty (50) ceuts per head for 
smaller stock. 

S E C . 5. All money accruing from the sale of estrays, 
except one-third, which shall be paid to the person who 
shall have taken charge and care of the same, shall be paid 
into the National Treasury. 

S E C . 6. Any person buying estray property at public 
sale, shall be required to keep the same for a period of six 
months before he is at liberty to sell or make any other dis­
position of the same ; and should any person find his or her 
property within six months after it has been posted and 
sold, and proves the fact, he or she shall be entitled to the 
same. 

S E C . 7. Should any person find his or her property after 
the expiration of six mpnths from the sale, he shall be en­
titled to the amount accruing from the sale, except the one-
third which shall have been been paid to the person having 
had charge of the same. 

SEC. 8. Any person taking and proving his or her prop­
erty, which may have been sold as estray, shall pay one-
third of the amount for which the same shall have been 
sold to the purchaser, and shall receive the other two-
thirds from the National Treasurer. 

S E C . 9. All live stock which shall estray from persons 
not citizens of the Muskogee Nation, shall be subject to the 
Muskogee stray laws. 
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ARTICLE I I I . 

PURCHASE OF STOCK FROM DROVERS. 

SECTION 1. In all cases where citizens of this Nation 
shall purchase live stock from drovers passing through the 
country there shall be taken with such stock a bill of sale 
for the same, and said bill of sale shall describe the prop­
erty, giving the marks, brands, etc., which shall be written 
in ink, and shall be signed by two witnesses. 

SEC. 2. Should any drover, passing through the coun­
try, lose his stock by stampeding or otherwise, and should 
he employ a citizen of the Muskogee Nation to hunt up and 
deliver the same, the terms of such contract shall, in order 
to be binding, be distinctly understood before witnesses. 

S E C . 3. Such witnesses as are mentioned in this article, 
shall be persons well known for their veracity and honesty 
in the community in which they live, and any purchasing 
and contracting party failing to comply with this law, shall 
forfeit his claim to the purchased property, or to the bene­
fit of the contract. 

AETICLE IV. 

INTRODUCTION OF CATTLE AND HORSES. 

SECTION 1. The importation, by any other means except 
by railroad, and the transit through our domain of cattle or 
horses, from the fifteenth day of April until the last day of 
October, of each year, from the State of Texas, and that 
portion of the State of Arkansas situated south of the 
Arkansas River, is hereby prohibited. 

S E C . 2. I t is hereby made the duty of the Light Horse­
men of the Muskogee Nation, to guard our frontier against 
the introduction of cattle and horses as mentioned in this 
ac t ; and should such horses or cattle gain such an entrance 
it shall be the duty of the Light Horsemen to meet them 
and turn them back. 

S E C . 3. I t shall be the duty of the Principal Chief to 
furnish such aid in carrying out the provisions of this act 
as shall be necessary for their strict enforcement. 
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C H A P T E R I X . 

LAWS GOVERNING ELECTIONS. 

SECTION 1. The election of the First and Second Chief 
and members of the National Council shall take place on 
the first Monday in September, and shall be conducted in 
the following manner : 

1. Each town shall convene on the day specified. 
2. The members of the National Council shall be judges 

of election in their respective towns; but in the event of 
their disability by reason of sickness, etc., the Town Chief 
shall be the judge. 

3 . The election rolls shall be closed and sealed when 
the day of election has ended. 

4 . Before the roll has been sealed, a duplicate of the 
same shall be taken and retained by the Town Chief. 

5. The sealed copy of the roll shall be forwarded to the 
President of the House of Kings. 

6. The rolls shall be opened at the meeting of the 
Annual National Council by a committee appointed by the 
Council, and the duplicate roll left in the hands of the 
Town Chief shall be compared with the same. 

7. The said committee shall count the votes. 
8. When the votes have been counted and the result 

ascertained, it shall be declared and promulgated by the 
Principal Chief by pi-oclamation. 

9. All officers elected under the foregoing laws shall 
enter upon the duties of thoir office on the fifth day of 
December following. 

S E C . 2. The election of light horsemen of each district 
shall be held on the second Monday in September, before 
the expiration of the term of those holding the office. 
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RULES GOVERNING THE OPENING AND COUNTING OF ELECTION 

RETURNS FOR THE PRINCIPAL AND SECOND CHIEFS. 

RULE 1. In opening and counting the votes, a strict 
observance of law pertaining thereto shall be observed. 

RULE 2. The order of count shall be as follows, to wit: 
1. All returns which aie in due form, with proper 

certificates thereto, and to which no well-founded objections 
shall be made, shall be counted first. 

2. All returns to which objections may have been raised 
on account of not having been in due form, or proper 
certificates attached thereto, or voting under age, or when 
non-citizens may have voted, or for other well-founded 
causes, shall next be taken up, examined and determined 
upon. 

3. Where it is shown that any persons voted by proxy, 
or voted when not residing within the limits of the Creek 
Nation, such votes shall not be counted. 

4. Where there is established well-founded proof of 
corruption, or intimidation at the polls, such returns ^hall 
be rejected. 

5. Where returns may be informal and it can be clearly 
shown that the intention of all the voters was to conform to 
the provisions of law, such returns shall be counted. 

6. WThere testimony on any return presented In' the 
members of the House of Kings, and the members of the 
House of Warriors to which objections have been raised, 
said testimony of either members shall have equal weight. 

7. AH votes found on the returns that shall be proven 
to have been inserted at places other than the appointed 
precincts, and where it is proven that persons voted at more 
than one precinct, such votes shall be stricken out. 

8. Where names have been enrolled without the pres­
ence of the persons enrolled, such names shall be rejected. 

Approved Octobei Hth, 1879. 
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C H A P T E R X . 

ADMINISTRATION OF PROPERTY. 

SECTION 1. When any male citizen of this Nation shall 
die without having made a will, it shall be the duty of the 
Judge of the district wherein such deceased person may 
have resided, to grant letters of administration to any citi­
zen of this Nation who may request the same, and such 
person ehall be required to give bond in double the value of 
such estate, with at least two good securities, each of whom 
shall also own property equal to twice the value of such 
estate. 

S E C . 2. All estates of deceased persons shall be valued 
by the Judge and two disinterested persons. 

S E C . 3. The administrator shall, at all times, be required 
to make and provide liberal means for the support and edu­
cation of all heirs of the deceased, to make any trade that 
may be of advantage to such estate, and to advise and 
direct the affairs of such heirs until they shall have become 
of age, according to the laws of this Nation, or until such 
heirs shall marry, in which event the administrator shall 
turn over to such heirs of his or her inheritance everything 
connected with the estate that may have been placed in his 
care, or its equivalent in money or other property. 

S E C . 4. If an administrator, when required to do so, 
fails to turn over everything connected with an estate of 
which he shall have had charge, or its equivalent in money 
or other property, the proper authority shall seize the 
goods or property of his securities, and appropriate there­
from sufficient to make up any deficiency that may occur 
in the value of the es ta te ; and if any person shall sign a 
bond as security, and afterwards die, the estate of such 
security shall in all cases be held responsible. 
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SEC. 5. When no person shall ask letters of adminis­
tration, it shall become the duty of the Judge to appoint a 
suitable person, who upon giving sufficient bond and secur­
ity shall act as administrator. 

SEC. 6. In case of the death of a female, if there be a 
husband and children living, he shall have the preference 
of administratorship, and in the event of there being no 
children living, the nearest relative ahall have preference. 

SEC. 7. The administrator or administratrix of an es­
tate shall be entitled to twenty-five per cent, of every dol­
lar 's worth of such estate that may be rendered at the 
expiration of such administration. 

S E C . 8. The lawful or acknowledged wife of a deceased 
husband shall be entitled to one-half of the estate, if there 
are no other heirs, and an heir's part, if there should be 
other heirs, in all cases where there is no will. The hus­
band surviving shall inherit of a deceased wife in like 
manner. 

SEC. 9. The homestead and household and kitchen fur­
niture, one work-horse, one cow and calf, and one breeding 
sow, shall be exempt from seizure or force sale for any 
debt. 

SEC. 10. Provided that an estate is solvent, the admin­
istrator shall settle up and cancel all debts and accounts 
against the estate out of the estate's effects. 
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C H A P T E R X I . 

SALE OF TIMBER, COAL, ETC., FROM THE CREEK DOMAIN. 

SECTION 1. Any citizen or company of citizens of this 
Nation, who may desire to dispose of sawed or rough lum­
ber to non-citizens, either in or outside of this Nation, 
shall, before doing so, obtain a license from the National 
Treasurer, and shall file a bond before him with good secu­
rity in the penal sum of five thousand ($5,000) dollars, con­
ditioned upon the compliance with the provisions herein­
after expressed. 

S E C . 2. Such person or persons so using or disposing of 
sawed or rough lumber, shall report by the first day of 
September in each year, on oath, to the National Treas­
urer, the amount of funds received by them by such dis­
position, and at the same time pay into the National Treas­
ury fifteen per cent on the amount reported. Any person 
or persons who may violate this provision shall forfeit the 
said bond for the benefit of the Treasury of the Nation and 
be deemed guilty of high misdemeanor, and on convic­
tion before the proper tribunal of the district in which the* 
offense may have been committed be fined not less than one 
hundred nor more than Jive hundred dollars at the discre­
tion of the Court . 

SEC. 3. Any citizen or citizens of this Nation contract­
ing with any railroad company to furnish ties or other 
material shall, before doing so, obtain a license from the 
Treasurer of the Nation for that purpose, and file a bond 
with good security in the penal sum of one thousand dol­
lars ($1,000), conditioned upon the compliance with this 
law, and only for the purpose of furnishing such ties and 
materials as shall be mentioned in the contract. 

S E C . 4. All persons furnishing ties and material under 
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this law, are hereby required to pay to the National Treas­
urer, for the benefit of the Nation, as follows : For every 
t ie, 10 cents; bridge or railroad timber, sawed or rough, 
15 per cent of actual cash value of the same ; for every 
telegraph pole, 15 cents; for every cubic yard of stone, 
first-class, 15 cents ; for every cubic yard of stone, second-
class, 10 cents ; for every cubic yard of stone, third-class, 
5 cents. 

SEC. 5. It shall be the duty of said citizens, so licensed, 
to report by the first of September in each year, to the 
National Treasurer, under oath, as to the amount and kind 
of materials furnished said railroad companies, and pay over 
to the Treasurer the amount due on said material. 

SEC. 6. No person furnishing, as aforementioned, shall 
be permitted to intrude or trespass upon the improvements 
or rights of any citizen of this Nation without the consent 
of such citizen. 

SEC. 7. No citizen of the Muskogee Nation, or corpor­
ation of such citizens, shall be permitted to contract with 
any single railroad company for the furnishing of more than 
five thousand (5,000^ ties, and any party violating this 
provision shall forfeit to the Muskogee Nation double the 
amount of his or her contract, to be recovered before any 
court of this Nation having jurisdiction over the same. 

S E C . 8. Should any citizen or corporation of citizens of 
the Muskogee Nation desire to mine coal for speculative 
purposes, they shall have the right to do so by applying to 
the National Treasurer and obtaining a license for that pur­
pose, by giving bond with approved security in the penal 
sum of two thousand dollars ($2,000), conditioned upon the 
requirements of this law as hereinafter expressed. 

SEC. 9. Such citizen or citizens so licensed shall have 
the right of mining and selling coal within or without the 
limits of this Nation, and shall report to the National 
Treasurer under oath, by the first day of September of each 
year, the quantity so mined and disposed of, and shall turn 
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over to the National Treasurer one cent for each bushel so 
mined and disposed of. 

S E C . 10. This law shall not be so construed as to pre­
vent citizens from using and mining coal for home con-
sumption, or from selling the same in small quantities. 

S E C . 11. Any person or persons undertaking to mine 
coal, quarry stone, cut railroad ties or timber, sawed lum­
ber or telegraph poles, without first obtaining authority to 
do so, under the provisions of this chapter, shall be deemed 
guilty of high misdemeanor and be liable to a fine of five 
hundred dollars and subject to forfeiture of work so done. 

S E C . 12. It shall be the duty of the Prosecuting At­
torney to indict and prosecute such offenders in their re­
spective districts, and for the services he shall receive 15 
per cent of all fines recovered. 

SEC;. 13. Persons not citizens violating this act shall be 
reported through the proper officers to the United States 
authorities for removal beyond the limits of this Nation, 
and all such material as above mentioned, in their posses­
sion, shall be seized and sold for the benefit of the Nation. 

S E C . 14. Be it further enacted, that this shall not be so 
construed as to authorize any person to obtain or use timber 
within one-half mile of the occupied premises of any citizen 
of this Nation, without the consent of such citizen, nor shall 
it be so construed as to deny the right of the United States 
to use timber for various purposes as provided by treaty 
stipulations between the Muskogee Nation and the United 
States, nor to authorize any individual or company to hold 
or occupy or be interested in more than one claim in any 
forest at the same time. 

Approved October 22, 1878. 

ACTS OK CALL SESSION OF NATIONAL COUNCIL OF APRIL 5 , 

1882. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That, the Principal Chief be, and he is, hereby in­
structed and authorized to notify Osgood and Haywood that 
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they are hereby prohibited from cutting or having cut any 
more timber within the limits of the Muskogee Nation for 
the purpose of sawing with their portable mill. And that 
they are required to saw as soon as practicable, all the tim­
ber they may have on hand, upon which they have paid the 
tax, or any timber that they may have bought from citi­
zens of this Nation. And they shall dispose of or remove 
the said portable mill from within the limits of this Nation. 

Approved April 6, 1882. 
Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 

Nation: That Sections 1 and 2, of Chapter 11, of the Laws 
of the Muskogee Nation, be and the same are hereby re­
pealed. 

Be it further enacted: That no person or corporation of 
persons, whether citizens or otherwise, shall be allowed to 
cut or sell walnut or other timber for the purpose of re­
moving the same without the limits of the Muskogee Nation. 

Be it further enacted: That any person or persons who 
may violate this provision, shall be deemed guilty of high 
misdemeanor, and on conviction before the proper tribunal 
of the district in which the offense may have been com­
mitted be fined not less than one thousand ($1,000) dollars, 
nor more than five thousand ($5,000) dollars, at the discre­
tion of the Court. 

Be it further enacted: That this act shall take effect im­
mediately after it becomes a law. 

Approved April 7, 1882. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

LB I . Liabilities of Employers. 
II. Unrecognized Offspring. 

III. Public Ferryboat Landings. 
IV. Claims of Citizens on the Line of Railroads. 
V. Public Blacksmiths. 

VI. Quarterly Payment of Standing Officers. 
VII. Attorneys at Law. 

VIII. Towns. 
IX. Officers to hold but one Office. 
X. Work on Public Roads. 

XI. Liabilities of Borrowers and Hirers. 
XII. Mill Committee. 

XIII. Census. 
XIV. Delegates to International Council. 

ARTICLE I. 

LIABILITIES OF EMPLOYERS. 

SECTION 1. Should any citizen of the Muskogee Nation 
employ another citizen to perform any labor, or engage in 
any business, and should such employee receive or sustain 
any injury while in such employment, the employer shall 
not be liable to any fine or punishment for the same. 

ARTICLE II . 

UNRECOGNIZED OFFSPRING. 

SECTION 1. Should any person or persons appear claim­
ing to be the child or children of any deceased male citizen 
of this Nation, should it be proved that such deceased citi­
zen did not during life recognize such person or persons 
as offspring, then such persons shall not be entitled to any 
share in the estate of the deceased. 

6 
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AETICLE I I I . 

PUBLIC FERRYBOAT LANDINGS. 

SECTION 1. Should any person be the rightful owner of 
a ferryboat landing on any river in this Nation, and should 
said landing be occupied by another without the owner's 
consent, it shall be the duty of the Captain of the Light 
Horse of the district in which such landing is situated, to 
dispossess such illegal occupants and repossess the proper 
owners of the same ; and no person shall have the right to 
establish another landing within one-half of a mile of such 
landing without the owner's consent. 

ARTICLE IV. 

CLAIMS OF CITIZENS ON THE LINE OF RAILROADS. 

SECTION 1. All citizens of this Nation having improve­
ments or residences on the line of any railroad, within three 
miles distance of the same, on either side, and all citizens 
who may hereafter make improvements or build residences 
on the same, shall have the exclusive right to a claim of 
one square mile of land to each and every family. 

S E C . 2. Should two or more families live so near each 
other as to place them on one reserve, each and all of them 
shall hold in common their reserve, all in one body, at the 
rate of one square mile to each family, with the privilege 
of selling out their respective claims to each other, and tak­
ing up a new and unoccupied claim at some other point. 

S E C . 3. No citizen holding a claim on the line of any 
railroad shall have the right to transfer or sell his or her 
claim to any person not a citizen of this Nation. 

S E C . 4. All stone or other mineral and timber that may 
be on the above-named reserves, shall be considered as be­
longing to and part of the public domain, and shall not be dis­
posed of only as in accordance with the laws regulating the 
disposition of timber, stone and mineral in other parts of 
the public domain. 
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S E C . 5 . This article shall not be so construed as to 
debar the owner of any claim from protecting any person 
using any timber, stone or other mineral that may be on his 
or her claim, except when it is for the use of the public. 

A E T I C L E V. 

PUBLIC BLACKSMITHS. 

SECTION 1. The wheelwright and wagonmakers' fund 
are hereby diverted from the purpose for which they were 
originally intended, and are set apart for the support of 
public blacksmith shops. 

S E C . 2. There shall henceforth be six ( 6 ) blacksmith 
(public) shops in the Muskogee Nation, to be located by 
and under the direction of the Superintendent of Education ; 
each neighborhood, however, shall furnish the necessary 
shop buildings. 

S E C . 3. Each blacksmith, to be employed by the Super­
intendent of Education, shall work three and a half months 
in each year, and shall receive the sum of seventy-five 
dollars ($75) per month ; shall furnish his own tools and 
striker, or assistant. 

S E C . 4. Each smith shall perform all work pertaining to 
his business for the citizens of the Muskogee Nation, but 
shall shoe no horse, nor shall he perform any work for any 
person not a citizen of this Nation during his term of 
service. 

A E T I C L E VI . 

QUARTERLY PAYMENT OF STANDING OFFICERS. 

SECTION 1. All officers of the Muskogee Nation shall be 
paid quarterly, and the Principal Chief shall issue warrants 
to them at the end of each quarter. 

ARTICLE VII . 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW. 

SECTION 1. Any person of good moral character, desir­
ing to practice law before any District Court of this Nation, 
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shall be privileged to do so by applying to one of the Dis­
trict Judges, who shall grant him a commission to practice 
law in that district, for which he shall pay the sum of ten 
dollars ; and any person of good moral character, desiring 
to practice in all the courts of this Nation, shall be per­
mitted to do so by making application to one of the 
Supreme Judges, receiving a commission and paying twenty 
dollars for the same. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

TOWNS. 

SECTION 1. No town or towns of this Nation shall be 
permitted to divide and form two or more towns, nor shall 
any number of citizens at any time assemble and form a 
new town, without the consent of the entire Muskogee 
Nation. 

ARTICLE IX. 

OFFICERS TO HOLD BUT ONE OFFICE. 

SECTION 1. Any officer of this Nation who shall be 
elected to a second office, and shall accept such second 
election and office, shall by such acceptance be considered 
as having vacated the first office*; and no person shall be 
allowed to hold two National or other offices under this 
Government at the same time. 

ARTICLE X. 
WORK ON PUBLIC KOADS. 

SECTION 1. The citizens of each district shall work on 
the public roads of the district four days in each year, two 
days during the first half and two days during the latter 
half of the year. Each district shall govern its own work. 

ARTICLE XI. 
LIABILITIES OF BORROWERS AND HIRERS. 

SECTION 1. The borrower of any species of property 
shall be liable for any and all damages and losses which 
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may occur to such property while it is in his or her posses­
sion, but the hirer of such property shall not be liable for 
such loss or damage unless it can be proved that said dam­
age or loss occurred through his or her neglect or ill treat­
ment. 

S E C 2. But when any person shall hire property accord­
ing to a certain contract, the terms of which can be proved, 
then this article shall not be so construed as to in any 
manner invalidate the same. 

ARTICLE XI I . 
MILL COMMITTEE. 

SECTION 1. A standing committee of five persons, con­
sisting of the Principal Chief, Second Chief, President of 
House of Kings, Speaker of House of Warriors and Na­
tional Treasurer, shall be called the "MillCommittee," and 
shall be empowered to let out and conclude contracts on the 
part of the Muskogee Nation, pertaining to the construc­
tion of mills and the working of salines. 

ARTICLE XIII . 
CENSUS. 

SECTION 1. In all enumerations of the Muskogee people, 
the wife and children shall be counted in the town wherein 
the husband is counted ; provided, however, that nothing in 
this article shall be construed so as to deprive any town of 
its rightful members. 

ARTICLE XIV. 
DELEGATES TO INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL. 

SECTION 1. The delegates empowered to represent this 
Nation in the International Council, shall consist of two, to 
be elected by the National Council in committee of the 
whole. 

S E C 2. The duties of said delegates shall be as fol­
lows: 

1. To oppose all measures looking toward the territor-
ialization or sectionization of our public domain. 
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2. TQ oppose all measures looking toward any change in 
our present relations with the United States Government. 

3. In all other matters to represent the interest of the 
Muskogee people in such manner as they deem will conduce 
most to the welfare and prosperity of the Indian race. 

4. To report annually to the National Council of the 
Muskogee Nation. 

SEC. 3. Each delegate shall be allowed the sum of 
three dollars per day during the time of active service, and 
mileage at the rate often cents per mile going and return-
ins from the International Council. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

C H A R T E R S FOR T O L L BRIDGES. 

ARTICLE I. 

A BILL GRANTING DELILAH DREW THE RIGHT TO CONSTRUCT 

A TOLL BRIDGE ACROSS LITTLE ELK CREEK. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That the privilege is hereby granted to Delilah 
Drew to establish a toll bridge at a place on the public road 
in this Nation, leading from North Fork Town to Fort 
Gibson, on Little Elk Creek, on the following conditions 
and terms : 

That if the said Delilah Drew builds a good and sub­
stantial bridge across the said Little Elk Creek, and keeps 
the same in good repair, she shall be entitled to demand 
and receive therefor from all persons, not citizens of this 
Nation, the rate of tolls as follows : 

For each wagon drawn by more than four horses and 
driver, the sum of seventy-five cents. 

For each wagon drawn by four animals and driver, the 
sum of fifty cents. 

F'or each wagon or vehicle drawn by one or two animals 
with driver, twenty-five cents. 

For man and horse, ten cents. 
For each animal in every drove of horses, cattle, hogs 

and sheep, the sum of one cent per head. 
Be it further enacted: That the privilege of receiving toll 

herein given shall not take effect until said bridge is com­
pleted, and shall continue in force for fifteen years, provided 
said bridge is kept in good order and repair. 

Be it further enacted: That if any person or persons, 
not citizens of this Nation, refuses to pay the toll aforesaid, 
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upon application, with proper proof being made to the 
United States Agent for the Muskogees, he shall take 
such steps as may be necessary to receive and collect the 
same. 

Be it further enacted; That no other person or persons 
shall have the right to establish a bridge or make a public 
road across said creek within one-half mile on each side of 
the bridge provided for. 

Be it further enacted: That this act take effect and be in 
full force from and after its passage. 

Approved March 9th, 1871. 

AETICLE II. 

A BILL GRANTING WILLIAM F . M'lNTOSH THE RIGHT TO ESTAB­

LISH A BRIDGE ACROSS BIG ELK CREEK. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That the privilege is hereby granted to William F . 
Mcintosh to establish a toll bridge on the public road lead­
ing from North Fork Town to Fort Gibson, on Big Elk 
Creek, on the following conditions and terms : 

That if the said William F. Mcintosh builds a good and 
substantial bridge across the said Elk Creek, and keeps the 
same in good repair, he shall be entitled to demand and 
receive therefor from all persons, not citizens of this 
Nation, crossing the bridge the rate of tolls as follows : 

For every vehicle drawn by more than four animals and 
driver, seventy-five cents. 

For each vehicle drawn by four animals and driver, fifty 
cents. 

For each vehicle drawn by one or two animals and driver, 
twenty-five cents. 

For one man and horse, ten cents. 
For each animal in every drove of cattle, horses, hogs 

or sheep, one cent per head. 
Be it further enacted: That if any person, not a citizen 

of this Nation, refuses to pay toll as above men-
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tioned, upon application, with proper proof, being made to 
the United States Agent for the Muskogees, he shall take 
such steps as may be necessary to receive and collect the 
same. 

Be it further enacted: That no person shall have the 
right to establish a bridge or make a public road within one-
half mile of said toll bridge on either side thereof. 

Be it further enacted: That this act shall continue in 
force fifteen years. 

Approved March, 1871. 

ARTICLE I I I . 

CHARTER TO SHORT JOHN TO BUILD AND KEEP A TOLL BRIDGE 

ON THE WE-WO-KA RIVER, WE-WO-KA DISTRICT. 

EXECUTIVE O F F I C E , MUSKOGEE NATION, > 

March 4th, 1880. \ 

By virtue of authority vested in me by act of the National 
Council of the Muskogee Nation, approved December 15th, 
1879, I , Samuel Checote, Principal Chief of the Muskogee 
Nation, do hereby grant unto Short John, a citizen of the 
Muskogee Nation, and his heirs, the right to keep a toll 
bridge on the We-wo-ka River, in We-wo-ka District, on 
the road leading from Okmulgee, Muskogee Nation, to 
Stonewall, Chickasaw Nation, under the following condi­
tions, to wit : 

First—The bridge shall be kept in good repair, so that 
no danger in passing over the same shall be incurred by the 
traveling public, and shall be easy of access. 

Second—The grantees herein mentioned shall be entitled 
to demand and receive from all persons passiug over the 
bridge, except citizens of the Muskogee Nation, the follow­
ing sums, namely: 

1. For each vehicle drawn by more than four animals, 
with driver, seventy-five (75) cents. 

2. For each vehicle drawn by four animals, with driver, 
fifty (50) cents. 
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3. For each vehicle drawn by two animals, with driver, 
twenty-Jive (25) cents. 

4. For one person with animal, either rode or driven, 
ten (10 ) cents. 

5. For each animal in every drove of cattle, horses, 
sheep, goats, mules, or other live stock, one ( 1 ) cent. 

Third—No other person or persons shall have the right 
to establish a bridge or make a public road across said 
stream, within one-half mile of the bridge herein provided 
for, except by and with consent of the grantees herein 
mentioned. 

Fourth—If any persons, not citizens of this Nation, re­
fuse to pay the toll aforesaid, upon application,with proper 
proof, being made to the United States Agent for the Mus-
kogees, such steps shall be taken as may be necessary to 
collect the same. 

Fifth—This charter shall not interfere with any similar 
rights now in existence. 

Witness my hand and great seal of the Muskogee Nation 
the date above written. 

[SEAL. ] SAMUEL CHECOTE, 

Principal Chief Muskogee Nation. 
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C H A P T E R X I V . 

CARE AND PROTECTION OF THE CAPITOL BUILDING AND 

GROUNDS. 

SECTION 1. Any person willfully injuring or defacing 
the Capitol Building, or the furniture and other appurten­
ances, or unlawfully trespassing upon the premises, shall 
be punished by fine, and in case of failure to pay the fine, 
shall be whipped. 

SEC. 2. Entering the Capitol Building a t any time, or 
being found therein at any time when the building is not 
open for public admission, shall be deemed a trespass, and 
any person so trespassing shall pay a fine of not less than 
two dollars and a half ($2 .50) , nor more than twenty-five 
dollars ($25) . 

S E C . 3. When unlawful damage or injury shall have 
been done, the person guilty thereof shall be fined an 
amount to cover the cost of the damage or injury done. 

S E C . 4. All fines accruing under this act shall be paid 
immediately. If not paid in six hours, then the Court shall 
order the Light Horse of the district to levy upon sufficient 
property of the convicted person, and sell the same accord­
ing to law, and pay the amount of judgment into the 
National Treasury ; provided, however, that if the offender 
within six hours give solvent bond for the amount of judg­
ment, to be collected within thirty days, the Judge may 
suspend execution for that length of time ; but if at the end 
of thirty days payment has not been made, then execution 
shall immediately issue, first upon the property of the 
offender, and, if sufficient to cover the amount of judgment 
cannot there be had, then upon the property of the other 
bondsman. 

S E C . 5. A janitor shall be selected by each session of 
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the National Council to serve the ensuing year, and he shall 
receive the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars per annum. 
He shall be liable to suspension or removal from office, by 
the Principal Chief, for neglect of duty as herein pre­
scribed. 

SEC. 6. The janitor shall be a citizen of the Creek 
Nation ; he shall inspect the Capitol Building not less than 
once a week,* and during the intervals between the session 
of the National Council he shall keep the windows and doors 
closed and the doors locked, except when the building is in 
use, or when he is ventilating the same, which he shall do 
as often as is necessary, and not less than once a month. 

SEC. 7. The janitor shall open the building for religious 
services as often as may be necessary, and shall attend the 
sessions of the Teachers' Institute, and all public meetings 
of the citizens held at the Capitol. 

SEC. 8. The Principal Chief shall appoint three citizens 
of Okmulgee and vicinity as a committee, without compen­
sation, to suggest to the janitor such attention to the Capitol 
grounds as may be necessary, and not specially named in 
this bill, but this provision shall not be construed so as to 
authorize any expenditure of money on account of the Cap­
itol Building and grounds not provided for by the National 
Council. 

SEC. 9. The committee herein provided for may permit 
the use of the Capitol Building for lectures of useful 
instruction and moral character. 

S E C . 10. All moneys paid into the National Treasury 
from fines accruing under this law, and from rent of Capitol 
Building halls, shall constitute a fund for the use of the 
Capitol grounds. 

SEC. 11. I t shall be the duty of the Prosecuting Attor­
ney to prosecute for all offenses herein named before any 
competent jurisdiction of the Muskogee Nation. 

S E C . 12. The janitor shall report all persons damaging 
any part of the building, furniture and appurtenances, 
making specification, of the article damaged or injured, 
together with cost of damage or injury according to his 
knowledge. 
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A C T S O F T H E N A T I O N A L C O U N C I L O F T H E 

M U S K O G E E N A T I O N . 

Passed During October Session, 1880. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That on and after December 5, 1880, the mileage 
of members of the National Council and Clerks and Inter­
preters, and Judges of the Supreme Court, and Clerks and 
Interpreters, shall be ten (10) cents per mile going and 
coming. 

Approved October 12, 1880. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That the Superintendent of Public Instruction is 
hereby directed to furnish each neighborhood school with a 
strong desk (not to exceed in price the sum of three 
dollars) with good lock and key ; and he shall instruct the 
teacher of each school to keep the books and stationery 
furnished for the use of the school (when the same are not 
in actual use) securely locked in the desk; and, 

Be it enacted, That when books or stationery are furnished 
the teacher for the use of the school, the cost of the same 
shall be charged to said teacher, and when the teacher 
makes quarterly reports, there shall accompany said re­
port an accurate statement of books and stationery fur­
nished the school during the quarter ; books and stationery 
on hand at commencement of quarter; books and stationery 
lost; books and stationery destroyed, and books and 
stationery worn out during the quarter; also, books and 
stationery on hand. 
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Should it be found that books or stationery have been 
lost or destroyed through the carelessness of the teacher, 
the amount of damage shall be deducted by the Superin­
tendent from the teacher's order for warrant ; and, 

Be it enacted; That the Superintendent of Public Instruc­
tion shall accompany his annual report with an accurate 
statement of books and stationery on hand at commence­
ment of year, books and stationery lost, destroyed or worn 
out during the year, and books and stationery remaining on 
hand at the close of the year. 

Approved October 12th, 1880. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That an act, entitled An Act authorizing the com­
mittee styled the «'Mill Committee" to let and conclude 
contracts on the part of the Muskogee Nation, be and is 
hereby repealed. 

Approved October 14th, 1880. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That the act of 1874, entitled "An Act Funding 
the Public Debt ," be and the same is hereby repealed. 

Be it further enacted: That all bonds issued in pursuance 
of said act shall be canceled by the issuance of non-interest-
bearing warrants in lieu thereof: Provided, That accrued 
interest thereon up to November I, 1880, shall'be paid. 

Approved October 15th, 1880. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That, from and after the passage of this act, any 
person who shall s e tup , or keep, any house or room, either-
public or private, for the purpose of gambling, and shall 
induce, or permit any person therein to bet at any game of 
cards, dice, or any other device which may be adopted for 
game of hazard, shall be deemed guilty of misdemeanor, 
and, upon conviction, shall be fined in a sum not less than 
fifty ($50) dollars nor more than one hundred ($100) dol­
lars ; and no property except improvements shall be exempt 
from the payment of fines imposed by this act. 
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fie it further enacted: That it is hereby made the duty 
of the District Solicitor to see that this law is faithfully 
executed, and for his services he shall receive 25 per cent, 
of such fine; the residue to be paid into the Treasury of 
the Muskogee Nation. 

Approved October 18th, 1880. 
fie it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 

Nation: That, after the passage of this act, any non-
citizen, over the age of fifteen years, desiring to remain 
within the limits of this Nation, shall appear before the 
Judge of the district within which he desires to remain, and 
furnish satisfactory evidence that he is law-abiding and of 
good character; he shall also, with at least two sureties, 
who shall be responsible citizens of this Nation, enter into 
bond to the Muskogee Nation, in the sum of two hundred 
and fifty dollars, that he will abide by the laws of the 
Muskogee Nation, and in no manner illegally injure the 
property of the Nation, or the person or property of any 
citizen thereof. He shall then make application for permit 
to the National Treasurer, at the same time presenting the 
above-mentioned bond and a «certificate from the District 
Judge that he has furnished satisfactory evidence of good 
character and law-abiding disposition. If there are then no 
legal objections, the Treasurer shall grant the permit, for 
which he shall charge one dollar per month for the time 
during which the permit is to run. Of the amount so 
charged, twenty-five (25) per cent, shall be retained by the 
Treasurer as personal fee, and the remainder shall be 
placed «with the national funds. Within fifteen days after 
the granting of the permit, he shall send notification 
thereof, with all the conditions, to the Solicitor within 
whose district the non-citizen is to reside. The person thus 
procuring permit shall be allowed to keep within the Nation 
only such live stock as will be actually necessary for the 
proper performance of his labor. Should he violate his 
contract, he shall forfeit both the permit and the fruits of 
his labor; and, should he violate his bond, suit may be 
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brought against bondsmen and sureties by the aggrieved 
party, and damages to the amount of the injury recovered. 
If at the expiration of fifteen days after the permit shall 
have expired, the person obtaining the same procures no 
new permit, and still remains in the country, he shall be 
reported for removal by the District Attorney ; provided, 
however, that any mechanic or professionalist desiring to 
obtain permit to remain within the limits of this Nation, 
shall be permitted to do so by producing satisfactory 
evidence of good character before a District Judge, and pay­
ing into the National Treasury the sum of twenty-five dollars 
per annum ; and provided, that this act shall not be so con­
strued as to prohibit the employment of neighborhood 
school teachers or blacksmiths by the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction. 

Be it further enacted: That any citizen of this Nation 
who shall be guilty of renting land to, or otherwise employ­
ing, a non-citizen, except in accordance with this act, shall, 
upon conviction for each offense, be fined in the sum of one 
hundred dollars, said fine to be collected by the District 
Attorney, and placed in the National Treasury. 

Approved October 18th, 1880. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That no person shall be allowed to sell extract of 
Jamaica ginger, nor any kind of bitters containing alcohol, 
within one mile of the Missouri, Kansas and Texas Rail­
road, excepting for medical purposes; and any person 
found guilty of violating this law, shall, upon conviction, be 
fined in the sum of not less than fifty nor more than one 
hundred dollars, and of all sums so collected the Prose­
cuting Attorney shall receive 25 per cent, as personal 
fee, and the remainder shall be turned into the National 
Treasury. 

Approved October 19th, 1880. 
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A C T S O F 1881. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That, after the passage of this act, whenever the 
Prosecuting Attorney is seekingevidence upon which to base 
criminal prosecutions, he may have parties brought before 
the Judge of the District, and there examine them under 
oath. 

Be it further enacted: If, at such preliminary examina­
tion, any party shall have testified to certain facts, and shall 
at the regular trial so testify as to falsify the preliminary 
testimouy, and such falsification shall be willful, then such 
party shall be guilty of perjury, and, upon conviction, shall 
suffer the penalty prescribed for perjury. 

Be it further enacted: That witnesses appearing before 
Judges under the provisions of this bill, shall be paid by the 
Nation the same amount per diem and mileage as are paid 
witnesses appearing at regular criminal prosecutions. 

Approved October 8th, 1881. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That, until further provision is made for the pupils 
of Asbury and Tallahassee Manual Labor Schools, who 
have been deprived of school privileges by the burning of 
those institutions, the Levering Manual Labor School shall 
have the privilege of accommodating twenty pupils ( ten 
boys and ten girls) over and above the number contracted 
for by the Muskogee Nation with the Baptist Board, at the 
same price per capita as those contracted for are accommo­
dated. 

Approved October 8th, 1881. 

Whereas, "Section 2137 Revised Statutes of the United 
Sta tes ," which reads as follows : "Every person other than 
an Indian, within the limits of any tribes with whom the 

7 
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United States has existing treaties, who hunts or traps or 
takes or destroys any peltries or game, except for subsis­
tence, in the Indian country, shall forfeit all the traps, guns 
and ammunition in his possession, used or procured to be 
used, for that purpose, and all peltries so taken, and shall be 
liable, in addition, to" a penalty of five hundred dollars," is 
violated with impunity within the limits of our Nation ; 
and, whereas, game and fur-bearing animals are rapidly 
being destroyed by non-citizens ; and, 

Whereas, No cognizance is taken of the violation of the 
above-recited law, for the reason that information of such 
violation is not furnished to authorities having jurisdic­
tion ; therefore, 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That it is hereby made the duty of the Prosecuting 
Attorneys and Light Horse Captains to report all violations 
of Section 2137, Revised Statutes of the United States ," to 
the United States Indian Agent. 

Be it further enacted: That any person licensed or hold­
ing a permit found guilty of violating said statute shall for­
feit the license or permit, and be reported for removal from 
within the limits of the Creek Nation. 

Approved October 10th, 1881. 
Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 

Nation: That, after the passage of this act, no non-citizen 
who has been legally ordered out of the limits of this Na­
tion shall ever be again permitted to reside within the limits 
of the Nation, and no officer shall grant a permit to reside 
within the limits of the Nation to any non-citizen who shall 
have been ordered out. 

Be it further enacted: That should any District Judge 
refuse to grant a certificate of moral character to any non-
citizen, he shall report his action to each other District 
Judge within the Nation, within five (5 ) days after such 
refusal. 

Be it further enacted: That any District Judge who 
shall intentionally grant a certificate of moral character to 
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a non-citizen who has been legally refused such a certificate 
in another district, or by a preceding Judge of the same 
district, shall be subject to impeachment. 

Approved October 13th, 1881. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Mvshogee 
Nation: That, after the passage of this bill, the following 
series of text books shall be used in the neighborhood 
schools of this Nation, viz : 

Harvey's Primer. 
Harvey's Kevised Grammars. 
Ray's New Arithmetics. 
Eclectic Geographies. 
Eclectic History. 
Eclectic Copy Books. 

Approved October 20th, 1881. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That, hereafter, no dancing shall be permitted 
within the walls of the National Capitol Building, and any 
person found guilty of violating this provision shall be 
fined in the sum of one hundred dollars; said sum to be 
collected by the Light Horsemen of the Okmulgee District 
and transmitted to the National Treasurer, to be placed with 
the general funds. 

Approved October 24th, 1881. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That the Acting Superintendent of Tallahassee 
Mission is hereby authorized to continue said school at the 
old location until the new Tallahassee is prepared for the 
accommodation of pupils ; and in carrying on the school, she 
shall accommodate twenty-five (25) boys. 

Approved October 24th, 1881. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That all male* citizens, over the age of eighteen 
years, shall at the call of the District Judge, without good 
reason for neglect, work on the public road, or pay for the 
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benefit of the parties so working, the sum of one dollar per 
day during the time in which such work is being done in 
the district. It shall be the duty of the District Judge to 
have collected all sums due in accordance with this act. 

Approved October 25th, 1881. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That the law regulating the height of fences is 
hereby so amended as to read " seven rails high and double-
ridered," where nine rails high and staked and ridered 
occur. 

Approved October 27th, 1881. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
i Nation: That, after the passage of this bill, the members 

of the Examining Board of Teachers of Neighborhood 
Schools, shall be appointed by the Principal Chief and 

K. Superintendent of Public Instruction, and said board shall 
^ consist entirely of Indians. 

,̂ Approved October 27th, 1881. 
w Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
•̂  Nation : That all drovers, not citizens, passing through this 

Nation, shall pay a tax of ten (10) cents per head on all 
^ cattle, horses, mules and asses which they shall drive 

through. 

Be it further enacted: That this body shall elect one Col­
lector of Drovers' Tax for each road over which stock are 
driven. One quarter of all such taxes collected shall be 
retained by the Collector as pergonal fee, and the remainder 
shall be transmitted to the National Treasurer. 

Approved October 27th, 1881. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That no adopted citizen of any other Indian 
tribe or nation, shall have the right to reside within the 
limits of this Nation unless he is employed by a citizen of 
this Nation, under the requirements of the permit la\v. 
Provided, however, that this act shall not debar other 
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citizens of Indian Nations from obtaining rights of residence 
under the provisions of the compact. 

Approved October 28th, 1881. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That all former laws fixing the tax on licensed 
traders doing business within the limits of the Muskogee 
Nation are hereby repealed, and the amount of tax on each 
establishment trading under license from the United States 
Government is hereby fixed at two hundred ($200) dollars 
per annum, in current money of the United States, or 
Creek national obligations which, in market value, shall be 
equal to that amount ; said sum to be paid on the first day 
of January of each year. 

Approved October 29th, 1881. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation : That the law regulating the number of students 
attending school in the States is hereby so changed as to 
make the number so attending schools twenty-one, of which 
number there shall be three who are colored. 

Approved October 29, 1881. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation : That, after the passage of this act, no person shall 
be allowed to enclose land for pasture or fields within one-
half mile from the National Capitol building; and any per--
son found guilty of violating this act shall be punished by 
a fine of one thousand ($1,000) dollars. 

Be it further enacted: That it is hereby made the duty 
of the Captain of Light Horse of Okmulgee District to 
collect all such fines, and turn the money over to the Na­
tional Treasurer. 

Approved October 29th, 1881. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation : That permission is hereby granted to the American 
Baptist Home Mission Society, through the Board of 
Trustees hereinafter named, and to their successors, to 
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found, establish and maintain, within the limits of the Creek 
Nation, and under the protection of the laws thereof, an 
Indian University, that shall be to the Indian Territory, as 
nearly as practicable, all that State Universities are to the 
several States in which they are located, and shall be open 
to the reception of students from the citizens of the Creek 
Nation and other Indian tribes or nations. There is also 
hereby granted to said University the free use of only such 
an amount of land as shall be needful for the carrying out 
of its general plans and purposes ; Provided, that whenever 
the said land shall cease to be used, it shall revert to the 
Creek Nation. 

Be it further enacted: That the following-named indi­
viduals are hereby constituted a Board of Trustees, viz : 

Rev. H. L. Morehouse, D. D., Secretary of the A. B. 
H. M. Society. 

Rev. J . S. Murrow, Missionary. 
Rev. Daniel Rogers, Missionary. 
Prof. A. C. Bacone, President Indian University. 
Rev. Charles Journeycake, Chief of the Delavvares. 
Rev. James Williams, ex-Chief of Choctaw Nation. 
Rev. A. L. Lacey, Cherokee Nation. 
Rev. John Mcintosh, Superintendent Public Instruction, 

Creek Nation, together with the Principal Chief of the 
Creek Nation. 

Said Board of Trustees shall represent the American 
Baptist Home Mission Society and the Indian tribes or 
nations to which they respectively belong, and shall have 
power to locate the said University, paying for any im­
provements which may be found on the ground which they 
select for the purpose, to hold, superintend and control all 
building, money and property belonging thereto. They 
shall, as soon as practicable, arrange for literary, theolog­
ical and other needful departments, shall prescribe the 
course of study, appoint instructors and other officers, shall 
have the power to confer degrees, and to make appoint-
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ments to its own membership, for the purpose of perpetu­
ating its existence and promoting its efficiency. All its 
acts shall be subject to the approval of the Executive Board 
of the American Baptist Home Mission Society, so long as 
the University derives any of its support from the said 
society ; and shall be subject to the approval of the Mus­
kogee Nation regarding appointments of said Nation's 
representatives on said board. 

Approved October 29th, 1881. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That the trustees of the Asbury Manual Labor 
School are hereby empowered to consider the practicability 
of purchasing and converting the building now occupied by 
said school into a Female Academy, and report, by resolu­
tion or otherwise, their action to the next session of the 
National Council. 

Approved October 31st, 1881. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That the Trustees and Superintendents of the 
several Manual Labor Boarding Schools are hereby empow­
ered to make such rules and regulations, regarding the 
visiting of pupils by their parents and friends, as such 
Trustees and Superintendents shall deem best for the 
interests of their several institutions. 

Approved November 2d, 1881. 

Be it resolved: That it is the opinion of the National 
Council of the Muskogee Nation, that the construction, by 
a company duly authorized by Congress, of a branch rail­
way from a point on the eastern boundary of the Muskogee 
«Nation, running westward to connect with the Missouri, 
Kansas and Texas Railroad, at some point between Mus­
kogee and Eufaula, so as to form a continuous road, in 
conjunction with the main line, to our southern boundary, 
is in accordance with the stipulations of the treaty of June 
14th, 1866, between the Muskogee Nation and the United 
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States, which concedes the " right of way to any company 
which shall be duly authorized by Congress, and shall, with 
the express consent of the Secretary of the Interior, under­
take to construct a railway from * * * any point on 
their eastern to their southern or western boundary," as 
the same completes and exhausts all railroad grants and 
franchises conceded by existing treaties between the United 
States and the Muskogee Nation; provided, however, that 
nothing herein shall be so construed as to infer any 
expression of opinion in regard to the question as to what 
company may be duly authorized by Congress. 

Approved November 2d, 1881. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That the laws thereof, in relation to the mining of 
coal in the Creek Nation by citizens thereof, be and the 
same are hereby so amended as to authorize any corporation 
or company of citizens of the Muskogee Nation to form 
such business relations with any responsible citizen or com­
pany of citizens of the United States, and perfect all 
necessary arrangements to the effectual and efficient mining 
of coal, as contemplated in existing laws. 

Be it further enacted: That the existing law fixing a 
royalty of one cent per bushel, for a revenue for the benefit 
of the Nation, is hereby repealed, and such royalty is fixed 
at one-fourth ( J ) of one cent per bushel, to be paid to the 
National Treasurer, as directed by law. 

Approved October 29th, 1881. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That no citizen of the United States, i-esiding in 
the Creek Nation under a marriage permit, shall be entitled 
to make or own more than one place or improvement at the 
same time. Any and all places or improvements made in 
violation of this act shall be confiscated to the Nation, and 
sold at public sale by the Light Horse Captain, and the 
proceeds turned into the Treasury of the Nation. Pro-
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vided, however, that judgment shall first be rendered and 
execution ordered by the District Judge of the district in 
which such place or improvement is made. 

Approved November 2nd, 1881. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Sation: That the three thousand dollars heretofore appro­
priated for Mission School purposes for the colored Creeks, 
are hereby set aside to be used for preparing the ruins of 
the Old Tallahassee Mission for the use of the colored 
Creeks. 

Be it further enacted : That the Principal Chief is hereby 
directed to appoint three citizens of the Muskogee Nation, 
who shall constitute the Building Committee for the New 
Colored Mission, and whose duties shall be to prepare the 
said ruins for the use of the colored Creeks. 

Beit further enacted: That the Trustees, on the par t of 
the colored Creeks, in whose charge the three thousand 
($3,000) dollars were placed, be and the same are hereby 
required to see that the said three thousand ($3,000) dol­
lars are used in the building of the Old Tallahassee Mission, 
and for no other purpose. 

Approved November 2d, 1881. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation : That permission is hereby granted to the "Harre l l 
International Ins t i tu te" to hold its sessions within the limits 
of the Muskogee Nation, at any point not less than one-
half mile from the Muskogee Depot, that will not interfere 
with the rights and privileges of any citizen of the Musko­
gee Nation; and the Trustees of the Institute are hereby 
empowered to select a piece of ground, under the above 
conditions, not exceeding three ( 3 ) acres, and erect there­
on, for the use of the said Institute, suitable buildings and 
improvements; Providing, however, that said buildings and 
improvements are to revert to the Muskogee Nation when­
ever they are vacated by said Institute, or whenever said 
Institute, through its officers, shall violate the intercourse 
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laws between the Muskogee Nation and the Government of 
the United States, or the laws and statutes of the Muskogee 
Government; And providing, further, that no appointment 
of Trustees to said Institute shall be consummated until 
such appointment is confirmed by this Government. Said 
Trustees shall make annual reports to this body, stating the 
number of pupils, and such other matters as may be con­
sidered of importance to the Muskogee people ; And pro­
vided further, that said Institute shall be subject to any 
future changes, in relation to its government, that the Gov­
ernment of the Muskogee Nation may deem proper to 
impose. 

Approved November 2d, 1881. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That, from and after the passage of this act, the 
President, Officers and Managers of the Indian International 
Fair Association shall be composed of natives of the Indian 
Terr i tory; and that, should said Association violate the 
above provision, then the charter under which the Associa­
tion was formed shall be null and void, and all the rights of 
the said Association under the Charter shall be forfeited. 

Approved November 2d, 1881. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That all non-citizens who operate hotels, livery 
stables, boot and shoe shops, butcher stalls and millinery 
stores, under license from the United States, or who freight 
overland, shall pay tax annually as follows : 

The two hotels at Muskogee and the one at Eufaula at 
the rate of $200 00 

Smaller hotels 25 00 
Livery stables 100 00 
Boot and shoe shops 50 00 
Saddle and harness shops 50 00 
Butcher stalls 50 00 
Millinery stores 15 00 
Freighters overland 25 00 
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Be it further enacted: T h a t »ny person violating this act 
shall be reported to the United States Indian Agent by the 
Principal Chief as an intruder, with request for his imme­
diate removal from within the limits of the Nation. 

Approved November 2d, 1881. 

AN ACT TO AMEND AN ACT RELATING TO THE CARRYING OF 

DEADLY WEAPONS. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That , after the passage of this bill, no person, 
excepting public officers engaged in the discharge of their 
duties, and persons traveling or hunting stock, shall be 
permitted to carry firearms within one-half mile of any 
town, political, religious or other gathering, for pleasure or 
profit; and any person found guilty of violating this provi­
sion, or of discharging firearms at random within one-half 
mile of any town or gathering, as above mentioned, shall be 
fined in the sum of ten ($10) dollars, and shall be dis­
possessed of the weapon so used. The Light Horseman 
capturing such firearms shall be permitted to retain the 
same or dispose of them for his own profit; and the 
person giving information which shall lead to conviction 
shall receive one-half of the fine, the other half to be trans­
mitted to the National Treasurer. 

Be it further enacted: That arty Light Horseman who 
shall fail in the duty specified in this bill shall, upon con­
viction, be fined in the sum of twenty-five dollars ($25) , 
and shall be expelled from office. The Prosecuting Attor­
ney securing the conviction of such Light Horseman shall 
receive ten ($10) dollars of the fine, ten dollars shall be 
transmitted to the National Treasurer, and the remaining 
five dollars shall be paid to the witnesses. 

Be it further enacted: That no property of any kind shall 
be exempt from the payment of the above fine specified. 

Be it further enacted: That any licensed merchant selling 
a pistol or revolver of any description, shall be fined fifty 
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($50) dollars for each and every pistol or revolver so sold. 
Be it further enacted: That all persons found carrying 

concealed weapons at any gathering, as above mentioned, 
shall be fined the sum of fifty ($50) dollars for each such 
offense. 

Be it further enacted: That in case the Light Horseman 
is unable to keep peace by being overpowered by armed 
men, he shall have power to call on other citizens of this 
Nation to aid him in carrying the above law into effect; and 
in case of the refusal to obey the summons by Light Horse­
men, without good reasons for such refusal, such citizens 
shall each be fined in the sum of five dollars. This law 
shall take effect from and after December 1st, 1881. 

Approved November 2d, 1881. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That, from and after the passage of this act, all 
marriages between citizens, who are now living together as 
man and wife, are hereby legalized. 

Be it further enacted: That, after the passage of this 
act, no new marriage shall be contracted whilst either party 
has a husband or wife living, nor between parties who are 
nearer of kin than the third degree. 

Be it further enacted: That marriages may be solemnized 
by any of the Judges of the Courts of bhis Nation, or by 
any ordained minister of the gospel in regular communion 
with any religious society; and any marriage, contracted in 
writing, or in the presence of two or more witnesses who 
shall sign the marriage contract as such, shall be lawful. 

Be it further enacted: That a divorce from the bonds of 
matrimony may be adjudged by the District Court of the 
district where the parties, or either of them, reside, on 
application, by. petition or complaint, of the aggrieved 
party. 

Be it further enacted: That actions for divorce shall be 
conducted in the same manner as other actions in Courts; 
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and the Court shall have power to enforce its judgments as 
in other cases; and when a judgment of divorce from the 
bonds of matrimony is granted in this Nation, by a court of 
competent authority, such judgment shall fully and com­
pletely dissolve the marriage contract a» to both parties. 

Be it further enacted : That the bonds of matrimony may 
be dissolved for either of the following causes, viz: 
Adultery, willful desertion and neglect for the term of one 
year next preceding the filing of the complaint or petition ; 
extreme cruelty, whether by violence or other means. 

Be it further enacted: That , in granting divorce, the 
Court shall, in all cases where there are minor children of 
the parties divorced, make such order concerning the cus­
tody, care and maintenance of the children as it shall deem 
proper and just, having due regard to the age and sex. 

Be it further enacted:- That when a judgment of divorce 
has been granted, and the parties shall afterwards inter­
marry, the Court, upon their joint application, and upon 
satisfactory proof of such marriage, may revoke all judg­
ments or orders of divorce, alimony and subsistence, which 
will not affect the rights of third parties. 

Beit further enacted: That all acts, or parts of acts, in 
conflict with the provisions of this bill, are hereby repealed. 

Approved October 22d, 1881. 
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A C T S O F 1882. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation : That after the passage of this bill, no permits to 
enjoy the rights of citizenship shall be granted to non-citi­
zens on account of intermarriage with citizens of the Mus­
kogee Nation. 

Approved October 5th, 1882. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation : That there is hereby appropriated the sum of five 
hundred ($500) dollars, said sum to be used by the Princi­
pal Chief for the maintenance of delegates from tribes of 
Indians located in the western part of the Territory, during 
their attendance upon a Grand Council to be called for the 
purpose of establishing a compact between the different 
tribes of the Territory. 

Approved October 8th, 1882. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation : That whenever judgment is rendered in any case 
by a court, the Judge of such court shall, within five ( 5 ) 
days after the rendering of such judgment, issue an execu­
tion, directed to any proper officer, to proceed forthwith 
and make collection from such party to the amount of such 
judgment, and such execution shall be returnable at the 
next session of said court, with a certificate of proceedings 
had thereon, which shall be recorded by the clerk of said 
court. 

Be it further enacted: That the above shall not be so 
construed as to interfere with the executions provided by 
law. 

Approved October 18th, 1882. 
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Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation : That no person within the Muskogee Nation shall 
be allowed to keep on hand, to introduce or to vend, any 
intoxicating drinks, such as whisky, brandy, wine, hard 
cider, Jamaica ginger, 'nor any beverage which contains any 
intoxicating matter (except administered in case of sickness 
and for church sacrament), and any person violating the 
provisions of this law shall be fined in a sum not less than 
twenty-five ($25.00) dollars nor more than fifty (150.00) 
dollars, and no property shall be exempt from said fine ; in 
case the offender is a citizen of the United States, he shall 
be reported to the proper authorities. 

Be it further enaqtfd; That any officer who shall, on 
receiving information ,<?f such offense, refuse or neglect to 
report and prosecute the case, shall, upon conviction before 
the proper court be fined in the sum of fifty ($50.00) 
dollars, and be dismissed from office. 

Be it further enacted : That any Light Horseman found 
keeping on hand or offering to others, or found under the 
influence of any intoxicating drinks, shall be fined in the 
sum of fifty ($50.00) dollars, and be dismissed from office. 

Be it further enacted : That of all fines collected under 
the provisions of this law, one-fourth shall go to the 
informer, one-fourth to the officer securing conviction, and 
the remaining half shall be transmitted to the National 
Treasury. 

Be it further enacted : That all laws heretofore made in 
conflict with this act are hereby repealed. 

Approved October 8th, 1882. 
Vl 
/ Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation : That there is hereby created an officer of the Mus­
kogee Nation, whose title shall be " T a x Collector," and 
whose duty it shall be to collect license fees from all non-
citizens or persons doing business in the Muskogee Nation 
under license from the United States Government. He 
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shall collect said license fees at the time fixed by law, and 
shall transmit the same to the National Treasurer on or 
before the first day of February of each year. The 
Treasurer shall, upon receiving the license fees, pay said 
Collector, as fee for his services, 10 per cent, of the whole 
amount collected ; provided, however, that said Collector 
shall have collected all license fees due the Nation up to 
date, otherwise he shall not be (paid) entitled to any pay. 
The penalty for neglect of duty shall consist in removal 
from office. 

Be it further enacted: That said Tax Collector shall be 
appointed by the Principal Chief, with the advice and con­
sent of the National Council, and shall hold his office for 
the term of two years. He shall be required to give, for 
the faithful performance of the duties of his office, a bond 
of five thousand dollars, with good security, to the National 
Treasurer before entering upon the duties of his office. 

Approved October 9th, 1882. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That no cattle belonging to non-citizens shall be 
permitted to range within the limits of the Muskogee 
Nation, and any cattle found so ranging shall be taken up 
by the Stock Superintendent, whose office is hereby created, 
or by persons under his employment, and shall be kept in 
close herd for the period of thirty days, unless, before the 
expiration of such period, the owner of such stock shall 
appear and properly identify the same. 

Be it further enacted: That if, before the expiration of 
thirty days after stock of non-citizens has been taken up, 
the owner shall appear and identify them, he shall, upon 
the payment of one dollar per head, be permitted to take 
possession of the same and drive them from within the 
limits of the Nation ; and if, at the expiration of thirty days 
after identification, the cattle are not so driven out, the 
Stock Superintendent shall again take possession of them, 
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and hold them until payment of fine as before, and so on 
until the stock is removed. One-half of the fines so col­
lected shall be retained by the Superintendent, and the 
other half shall be transmitted to the National Treasury. 

Be it further enacted: That if, at the expiration of thirty 
days after the stock of non-citizens has been taken up by 
the Superintendent, the owner thereof shall not have 
appeared and identified them, the Superintendent shall, at 
public sale, dispose of them to the highest bidder, one-hall" 
of the proceeds to be retained by him, and the other half 
to be retained by the National Treasury. 

Be it further enacted: That for the purpose of carrying 
out the provisions of this act, and for such other purposes 
as shall be hereafter provided, the citizens of each district 
shall, on the second Tuesday of November, every second 
year, elect one Superintendent of Stock for the district, who 
shall hold his office until the installation of his successor. 
He shall be required to take the usual oath of office before 
the District Judge ; shall be required to give bond for the 
faithful performance of the duties of his office, with ap­
proved security, to the amount of five thousand ($5,000) 
dollars. After having filed such bond, and having taken 
the oath, the District Judge shall certify to the same. The 
Principal Chief shall grant to the Superintendent his com­
mission. The Stock Superintendent shall be permitted to 
employ, as deputies, such citizens of the Muskogee Nation 
as in his judgment may be required, and each deputy shall 
be required to take the usual oath of office. 

Be it further enacted: That all expense of deputies, etc., 
shall be defrayed by the Superintendent. 

Be it further enacted: That each Superintendent shall 
render annual reports of all moneys collected to the National 
Council. 

Be it further enacted: That it is hereby made the duty of 
each District Judge to furnish a copy of all the stock brands 

8 
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and marks registered in his office to the several Stock 
Superintendents of each district, and the Stock Superin­
tendent shall keep a record of all brands and marks belong­
ing to the citizens of this Nation in his office. 

Approved October 10th, 1882. 

Be it Resolved by the National Council of the Mushogee 
Nation: That the Principal Chief be, and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to appoint a committee of three 
citizens to inspect the buildings of the Wealaka M. L . 
Mission School, and ascertain the damage resulting from a 
failure of the contractors to comply with the contract, in 
each and every particular, especially as to plastering, floor­
ing, etc. ; and said committee is authorized to employ a 
competent mechanic to aid them in making said inspection, 
and in ascertaining the amount of damages arrowing out of 
said non-compliance with the contract and specifications. 

Resolved: That on the ascertainment of the amount of 
damages under said contract, which shall be an amount 
sufficient to make all necessary repairs, and do all work re 
quired to make the building such as the contract called for 
in every particular, then said damages shall be approved 
by John Q. Tufts, the Union Agent of the United States, 
and, after being so approved, the committee shall deduct the 
amount of said damage from the sum fixed by the contract 
to be paid the contractor on the completion of the work; 
and should said contractor decline to do the remainder of 
said work, then said committee shall employ competent and 
skillful mechanics to complete said buildings strictly in com­
pliance with the contract. 

Approved October 11th, 1882. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Mushogee 
Nation: That the Principal Chief is hereby requested to 
submit to the present Council all the papers filed in his 
office pertaining to the trial and conviction, and all petitions 
connected with the case of Huts-eho Nuppa vs. M. N., who 
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was tried in the We-vvo-ka District, and is now under sen­
tence of death, at as early a day as possible. 

Approved October 12th, 1882. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation : That all warrants issued by the Chief, in pursuance 
of acts of the present session of the National Council, shall 
be preferred before any issued in pursuance of former acts. 

Approved October 12th, 1882. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That the Principal Chief be and he is hereby 
authorized to appoint a committee of three citizens of this. 
Nation, whose duty it shall be to enter into contract with 
the Northern Baptist Board to take charge of and conduct 
the colored mission, now under process of being built, said 
school to be opened and occupied as early as practicable 
after the same is finished, etc. 

Approved October 16th, 1882. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation : That the balance (seventy-five thousand dollars) of 
the proceeds of Seminole land sale shall be retained in the 
National Treasury, except so much thereof as is sufficient 
to pay on all the warrants to be issued on all the appropri­
ations made by the present Council, and the balance shall 
remain in the Treasury subject to the action of the National 
Council. 

Approved October 16th, 1882. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That no Judge of any of the courts of this Nation 
shall engage in the trial of any case ;nor shall an}' Prosecut­
ing Attorney engage in the prosecution of any cause, where 
either of the interested parties are blood relations of said 
Judge or Prosecuting Attorney, within the third degree. 

Be it further enacted: That where the Judge or Prose­
cuting Attorney are related, as above mentioned, to the 
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parties, or either of the parties interested, it shall be the 
duty of the Principal Chief to make pro tern, appointments 
for said offices ; said pro tern, officers shall have administered 
to them, by the regular officer, the oath of office, and they 
shall only hold their pro tern, appointments during the 
course of the trial for which they shall have been appointed. 

Approved October 16th, 1882. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation : That the district boundary line as set forth in the 
law book (Sec. 1, Art . I l l , p . 24, of the Muskogee Laws) , 
shall be hereafter considered as the lawful established 
boundary. 

Approved October 16th, 1882. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That any citizen, or company of citizens, of the 
Muskogee Nation, is hereby granted the permission to 
apply to the United States authorities for permission to 
graze cattle on that portion of the Creek domain which was 
ceded to the Uniled States by the treaty of 1866; and, 
after receiving such permission from the United States, 
such citizens shall be privileged to so graze their cattle upon 
said lands, and shall in no manner lose any of the privileges 
or immunities, nor be freed from any of the responsibilities 
pertaining to citizens of this Nation. 

Providing, however, that such citizen shall, before pro­
ceeding to so graze their cattle, have their permit from the 
United States approved by the Principal Chief of the Mus­
kogee Nation. 

And providing, further, that said citizens shall in no 
manner interfere Avith the rights, privileges or improvements 
of Indians or freedmen who have been or shall be settled 
thereon. 

Approved October 16th, 1882. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That, from and after the passage of this act, a 
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full, free and unconditional pardon be and is hereby 
declared, for all political offenses growing out of the late 
disturbance, and for criminal offenses growing out of the 
late trouble in our Nation. 

Be it further enacted: That, to receive the benefits of this 
amnesty, it shall only be necessary for parties charged with 
violation of law or guilty of a political offense, to appear 
before the Judge of the District Court, for the district in 
which he resides, and take an oath to support the Constitu­
tion and obey the laws of the Muskogee Nation. 

Approved October 16th, 1882. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That any citizen of the United States who may 
desire to buy, traffic or trade in live stock, within the limits 
of the Muskogee Nation, is hereby required to obtain the 
necessary license authorizing the prosecution of such busi­
ness, and to file in the office of the United States Indian 
Agent, a bond of four thousand dollars, with approved 
securities, for the faithful observance of all the provisions 
of the laws of the Muskogee Nation and the United States, 
governing trade and intercourse. 

Be it further enacted : That any person or persons, acting 
under the provisions of this law, shall, in consideration of 
the privileges hereinafter granted before entering upon such 
business, pay the License Tax Collector the full sum of one 
hundred and fifty ($150) dollars per annum. 

Be it further enacted: That any person, or persons,, oper­
ating in the Muskogee Nation under the provisions of this 
act, is hereby granted the free use of all grazing privileges 
for the full period of twenty days from the time of the 
purchase of such stock, so long as such privileges do not in 
any way infringe upon the private rights of any citizen. 

Be it further enacted: That when live stock is held 
upon the limits of the Muskogee Nation a greater period 
of time than twenty days, then shall the owner pay a graz-
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ing tax of 5 cents per head per week for alt stock so held 

to the License Tax Collector of the Muskogee Nation. 

Approved October lb'th, 1882. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That whenever a Light Horseman arrests a person, 
it shall be his duty to chain and keep under close confine­
ment such person, and the Judges are authorized to pur­
chase such chains, locks, shackles, etc. , as are actually 
necessary for the above purpose, and issue receipt in pay­
ment of the same. 

Approved October 18th, 1882. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That should it at any time be ascertained, by a 
fair course of investigation, that any town of the Muskogee 
Nation did count and include in its census the names of any 
person or persons who are not entitled to the rights of a 
Muskogee citizen ; and, if it shall appear that such persons 
did receive money, or its equivalent from the Muskogee 
Nation, then shall the Kings and Warriors be caused to pay 
back to the National Treasury the amounts so ascertained. 

Approved October 18th, 1882. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskoyee 
Nation: That the ruins of the Old Tallahassee Mission are 
hereby placed under the supervision of Mrs. Robertson, 
widow of the late Superintendent, until the parties who are 
to take possession when the repairing and rebuilding is com­
pleted, shall have taken possession. During said time, Mrs. 
Robertson shall make the place her home, and be permitted 
to employ the present or any other needed help, all the ex­
penses of the same to be paid from the proceeds of the 
farm, orchard, etc. 

Be it further enacted-. That the eighty-eight dollars 
($88.31) and thirty-one cents, now on hand, unexpended 
balance, funds of said Tallahassee Mission, shall be placed 
in the hands of Mrs. Robertson, to be expended for the pur-
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chase of Muskogee New Testaments, to be distributed 
among our people. 

Approved October 19th, 1882. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That the Principal Chief be, and he is hereby 
authorized to appoiut a committee of three persons, with 
full authority to enter into contract with the Ladies' Board 
of Home Missions, of the Northern Presbyterian Church, 
for the establishment of a Mission School at some suitable 
place, to be determined by said committee, in the western 
part of the Muskogee Nation, for the especial benefit of the 
full-blood Creeks : said contract to be made on the general 
plan adopted for the Levering Manual Labor Mission 
School, with a capacity of forty scholars. 

Be it further enacted: That, in order to carry out such 
contract herein provided for into effect, there is hereby 
appropriated the sum of twenty-five hundred ($2,500) 
dollars to aid in electing the necessary buildings, and the 
further sum of fourteen hundred ($1,400) dollars to carry 
on said school for two quarters of the scholastic year, and 
the further sum of five hundred ($500) dollars to furnish 
said school with the necessary furniture upon the completion 
of the building. 

Approved October 19th, 1882. 

CHANGE OF CONTRACT REGARDING THE LEVERING MANUAL 

LABOR SCHOOL. 

Be it further enacted : That the following changes shall 
be made in the contract regarding said Mission : 

1st. No child shall be admitted to said Levering Manual 
Labor School who shall not have arrived at ten (10) years 
of age. 

2d. I t shall be the duty of the Superintendent of said 
school to include in his annual report the names and num­
ber of teachers employed ; the names of pupils ; the number 
of days each pupil has attended ; the number or days each 
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pupil has been absent, and the cause of such absence ; also 
a full and detailed statement of all money received from the 
Nation, or elsewhere, or any clothing or other articles, 
together with his disbursement, and a voucher for each and 
every payment made by said Superintendent. It shall be 
his duty to notify the Board of Trustees of said Mission, 
quarterly, of the condition of said Mission, and exhibit to 
them his books of account, showing the financial transactions 
of said Mission, also any clothing or other personal property 
on hand, and make a statement of the stock and cattle 
belonging to said Mission, and their condition, so that 
said Board of Trustees may be kept fully informed as to 
the operations of said school. 

Should there be any surplus left over at the end of any 
year, out of the annual appropriation of seventy ($70) dol­
lars per pupil by the Nation, then said surplus shall be 
reported to the Nation, and used for the benefit of said 
Mission as may be deemed best by the National Council, 
keeping in view the intention of said board to extend the 
benefits of said school, until a mechanical department shall 
be established, as was contemplated by the original con­
tract, where pupils can be instructed in mechanical arts, 
and be prepared for practical life as carpenters and other 
artisans. 

Consented to by J . T. Tichnor, Cor. Sec. H. M. Board, 
October 9th, 1882. 

Approved October 19th, 1882. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That Snow Sells is hereby authorized to take in 
his charge all the down walnut timber, and walnut tops, 
left on the ground, and dispose of the same to any parties 
to whom he has contracted. 

Be it further enacted: That said Snow Sells shall, before 
entering into the business, renew his bond, already filed in 
the Treasurer's office,stating in said bond that he shall only 
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use down timber, and the size of the bond shall be the same 
as the one now on file. 

Be it further enacted: That the royalty on the timber «hall 
be one dollar per thousand feet. 

Approved October 19th, 1882. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That the Principal Chief is hereby authorized to 
request the Indian Agent, Jno. Q. Tufts, that in case 
unsettled disputed orphan claims be presented for payment, 
when said claim is being paid, to cause all such disputed 
claims to be turned over to the Treasurer of the Muskogee 
Nation, subject to the payment of said Treasurer, after such 
disputes shall have been settled by the parties before the 
proper courts of this Nation. 

Approved October 19th, 1882. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation i That the bill providing for a tax on drovers pass­
ing through the country, is hereby so amended as to erase 
the word " passing " wherever it occurs, and insert in its 
place the word " grazing," so that the law will be a tax on 
grazing. 

Approved October 19th, 1882. 
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ACTS OF 1883. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That Art. 4, on page 72 of the English edition of 
the printed laws of the Muskogee Nation be and is hereby 
repealed. 

Approved October 4th, 1883. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That schools established and maintained by the 
Muskogee Nation, under contracts with religious boards or 
otherwise, shall be required to teach five days in each week, 
school hours beginning at 9 o'clock a. m. and closing at 4 
o'clock p. m., with the usual time for intermission ; and it 
shall be the duty of the Trustees to establish such rules as 
are necessary to give force and effect to the foregoing pro­
vision. 

Approved October 10th, 1883. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation : That all appropriations made by this, the Council 
of 1883, are hereby declared preferred. 

Approved October 10th, 1883. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation : That Section 2, of Chapter ix, on page 73 of the 
Laws of the Nation, is hereby repealed. 

Approved October 11th, 1883. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That no person shall be allowed to fence up any 
of the recognized public roads or highways in this Nation, 
unless such person shall first cut out and establish a good 
road as near as practicable to the original road; said road 
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to he wide enough to allow wagons to pass each other with 
ease. 

Any person fencing up any road without first complying 
with the above law, «hall be deemed guilty of obstructing 
the public highway, and his fence thus built shall be re­
moved by the Light Horsemen of the district in which the 
fence is built. 

Be it further enacted : That any person obstructing public 
highways by felling trees across the same, or otherwise, 
shall be fined in the sum of five ($5 ) dollars, which shall be 
collected and paid to those working roads in accordance 
with the law governing same. 

Approved October 12th, 1883. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation : That any person who shall willfully, and without 
provocation, kill the dog of another, the person so killing 
shall be fined in the sum of not less than five nor more than 
one hundred dollars, at the discretion of the District Judge ; 
said fine to be collected by the District Light Horse, the 
officer making the collection to retain 20per centum for his 
trouble, and the remainder to be paid to the owner of the 
dog. 

Approved October 12th, 1883. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That all licensed traders doing business within the 
limits of the Muskogee Nation, are hereby required to re­
new their license in the month of December of each year, 
and a failure on their part to comply with law, shall not be 
a sufficient excuse to prevent the Tax Collector from collect­
ing tax from them on the first day of January as he is re ­
quired by law to do. 

Approved November 24th, 1883. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That from and after the passage of this act, any 
person who shall willfully kill, disfigure or wound any 
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horse, cow, hog or other beast or live stock belonging to 
any citizen of this Nation, shall be deemed guilty of a mis­
demeanor, and upon conviction thereof, shall be fined in a 
sum double that of the damage sustained, for the benefit of 
the person injured, and if he shall fail to make settlement, 
he shall suffer the penalty of twenty-five lashes on the bare 
back. 

Approved November 28th, 1883. >• 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That all circuses and menageries stopping in the 
Muskogee Nation and giving entertainments therein, shall 
pay a fine to the Muskogee Nation of fifty ($50) dollars for 
every such entertainment held or given in the said Nation, 
to be collected by the Tax Collector, who shall pay the 
same into the National Treasury, retaining 10 per centum 
for his fee. 

Be it further enacted: That lesser shows giving entertain­
ments in halls or houses, shall be taxed not less than five 
nor more than ten dollars, at the discretion of the Tax 
Collector. 

Approved November 28th, 1883. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation : That any person owning or running a gin in the 
Muskogee Nation, shall be required to enclose the gin house 
and premises, not exceeding one-half acre in size, by a sub­
stantial and secure fence, and keep the same in repair prior 
to and during the ginning season. Upon a failure to com­
ply with the above statute within thirty days after com­
mencing to gin, the owner thereof shall be subjected to a 
fine of fifty ($50) dollars, and an additional fine of fifty 
($50) dollars for every twenty days thereafter until a com­
pliance herewith is secured, and all fines so collected shall 
be turned over to the National Treasurer, excepting one-
fourth thereof, which shall be retained by the officer 
making the collection. 
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Be it further enacted: That this act shall take effect from 
and after it's passage. 

Approved November 23d, 1883. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
. Nation : That there is hereby provided a committee of five, 
to be composed of two members of the House of Kings and 
three from the House of Warriors, to be known as and 
stjled the Citizenship Committee, and whenever it shall 
appear to as many as five citizens that any person residing 
in the Muskogee Nation is not entitled to the rights of 
citizenship, they shall jointly submit their complaints in 
writing to the Chairman thereof, who shall lay the matter 
before the committee at the next annual Council, and it 
shall be the duty of the committee to examine carefully and 
determine all such questions. 

Be it further enacted: That the committee is hereby 
empowered to compel the attendance of at least two of the 
persons signatary to the complaint, to show cause why such 
person may not be entitled to the rights of a Muskogee 
citizen, and persons so attending shall be paid by the Nation 
such per diem as those in actual attendance before the 
courts of the Nation in criminal suits. 

Be. it further enacted: That the committee is hereby 
required to report through its Chairman to the National 
Council all of its actions and determinations, to be subject 
to its adoption or rejection ; and all acts or parts of acts 
inconsistent herewith, are hereby repealed. 

Approved November 29th, 1883. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That there is hereby provided an officer of the 
Muskogee Nation, to be appointed by the Chief, by and 
with the consent of the Council, to be styled Inspector 
General, who shall hold his office for the term of two years, 
and whose duty it shall be to examine carefully the status 
of all non-citizens sojourning or residing in the limits of the 
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Muskogee Nation, and whenever it shall clearly appear that 
any such person is not entitled to the privilege of remaining 
in the Muskogee Nation according to the meaning of the 
treaties and Indian intercourse laws of the United States, 
he shall officially notify such intruder of his decision in his 
particular case, and demand his removal from the eountry, 
granting to him only such time within which to leave the 
limits of the Muskogee Nation as is necessary to a reason­
able adjustment of his business affairs. If such intruder 
shall fail to comply with the demand of the Inspector Gen­
eral, within the time granted, he shall report the fact to the 
United States Indian Agent, together with his official 
demand for the immediate removal of such intruder, and if 
the United States Indian Agent fails to effect his removal 
in such reasonable time as the circumstances of the case 
seem to warrant, it shall then become the duty of the 
Inspector General to urge such removal either by corres­
pondence or in person directly with the Interior Department 
at Washington. 

Be it further enacted: That all dwelling houses, barns, 
stables or other buildings and fences, metallic or otherwise, 
built and located on Muskogee soil by any person adjudged 
an intruder, shall be forfeited to the Muskogee Nation; 
and it is hereby made the further duty of the Inspector 
General to advertise the same a reasonable length of time 
and sell them at public sale to the highest bidder, and pay 
the one-half of the pioceeds thereof into the National 
Treasury. 

Be it further enacted: That it shall be unlawful for any 
citizen of this Nation to enter any contract, agreement or 
employment whereby any person who has been ordered oat 
of the Nation by the Inspector General may prevent the 
purposes of this act, and any citizen so offending, shall be 
fined in the sum of two hundred and fifty ($250.00) dollars, 
to be collected by the Inspector General, the one-half of 
which he shall pay into the National Treasury. 
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Be it further enacted: That the salary of the Inspector 
General is hereby fixed at six hundred ($600) dollars per 
annum, together with the one-half of all moneys arising out 
of a proper execution of the provisions of this bill ; and for 
any reasonable and satisfactory complaints from the Judge 
or Prosecuting Attorney of any district against him for 
inefficiency or neglect of duty, he shall be suspended from 
office by the Principal Chief, and the office be filled by a 
temporary appointment until an investigation can be had by 
the Council next convening. 

Be it further enacted: That the Inspector General shall 
make an annual report to the Council at its regular sessions. 

Be it further enacted: That the provisions of this bill 
shall be in full force from and after its passage, and acts, 
or parts of acts inconsistent therewith, are hereby repealed. 

Approved November 29th, 1883. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That Muchar Hardage is hereby made and recog­
nized a citizen of the Muskogee Nation. 

Approved October 30th, 1883. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That Section 8, Article V, on page 17 of the 
printed laws of the Muskogee Nation, be so amended as to 
make it the duty of the Superintendent of Public Instruc­
tion to make regular visits to all the schools each quarter 
during the school term, and in case the Superintendent 
should fail to make the required quarterly visit, he shall 
forfeit one hundred and fifty dollars of his salary for each 
failure. 

Be it further enacted: That the Trustees of each school 
shall give the Superintendent a certificate certifying to each 
visit, and the same shall be given to the Principal Chief. 

Approved December 1st, 1883. 

/ Be it enacted by the National Council of (he Muskogee 
Nation: That the Tax Collector is hereby required to ren-
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der an annual report to the National Council of all the 
receipts of his office, showing from whom, for what period 
and for what account the several amounts were received. 

Approved October 20th, 1884. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That from and after the passage of this act, all 
citizens of this Nation who may be arraigned before a court 
of law of this Nation, upon a criminal charge, shall have 
the right to furnish bond for appearance and trial. 

Be it further enacted : That the Judge of the court shall 
cause the accused to furnish such bond as in his judgment 
the nature and magnitude of the crime charged demands, 
together with one or more sureties, who shall be citizens of 
this Nation, and who shall take an oath that he or she is 
possessed of property to the full value of the bond required, 
over and above all of his or her personal liabilities. 
Accused shall, after furnishing such bond, be at liberty to 
prepare for trial. 

Be it further enacted: That if any person executing a 
bond as provided above, shall fail to appear at the court at 
the proper time, and if his bondsmen shall fail to produce 
the person of the accused to the court within twenty days 
after his failure to appear, then shall the bond be forfeited, 
and the amount thereof be collected by the Light Horse, 
under orders of the Judge presiding, and the officer collect­
ing the amount of the bond shall receive for his personal 
fee 25 per centum of all amounts so collected, and the 
remainder to be paid into the National Treasury. 

Be it further enacted: That it shall be unlawful for any 
person in the case of murder to give bond for his or her 
appearance at court, as provided for in the preceding sec­
tions of this bill. 

Be it further enacted: That any existing acts or parts of 
acts in conflict with the provisions of this bill are hereby 
repealed and made void. 

Approved October 21st, 1881. 
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Be it enacted by tJie National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That from and after the passage of this act, all 
the Superintendents of the National Boarding Schools in 
this Nation shall be required to give bond iu the sum of ten 
thousand ($10,000) dollars, with surety, which shall in­
clude the Board of Trustees of this school, to be approved 
by the Principal Chief of this Nation, conditioned upon the 
faithful performance in the disbursement of all moneys 
placed in their hands by the Muskogee Nation, and only 
upon complying with the requirements of this act, shall they 
be considered qualified to receive the money appropriated 
for such institutions. 

Approved October 22d, 1884. 

/ \ Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That any citizen who shall be found guilty of 
claiming and holding slock of whatever nature, belonging 
to non-citizens within the limits of this Nation, shall, upon 
conviction before any court having jurisdiction, be fined for 
the benefit of the National Treasury in the sum of five 
dollars for each and every head of stock so claimed or held, 
and upon payment of the fine he shall be allowed thirty 
days in which to remove such stock from the Nation, and 
upon his failure to remove the stock within the time herein 
specified, the fine shall be repeated ; and, 

Be it further enacted : That if any person not a citizen of 
this Nation be found holding cattle within the limits of this 
Nation for grazing purposes, it shall be the duty of the In­
spector General to report such person to the U. S. Indian 
Agent, requesting such person to be removed with all such 
stock immediately from the limits of this Nation. 

Provided, nothing in this act shall be so construed as to 
prevent any non-citizen lawfully residing in this Nation from 
keeping a sufficient number of cows for milk purposes for 
use of family. 

Approved October 23d, 1884. 
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Be it enacted by the National Council of the Maskogee 
Nation: That so much of the enactments of the Councils 
of 1883 and 1884 as are laws in their nature, be compiled 
and translated into the Muskogee language, and, together 
with the English text, printed for distribution. 

Be it further enacted : That the town Kings are requested 
to furnish the Principal Chief with the number of copies 
they wish for distribution, as provided above. 

Be it further enacted : That the contract for compiling 
and translating be let to the lowest bidder, which bids shall 
be submitted to the Principal Chief, who is hereby author­
ized to award to the person making the lowest responsible 
bid, and shall issue his warrants on the Treasurer for pay­
ment thereof, and for which an appropriation shall be 
made at the next Council covering the same. 

Approved October 24th, 1884. 

PERMIT LAW. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That from and after the passage of this act, any 
citizen of this Nation who shall desire to employ and retain 
in his service any non-citizen of this Nation shall, before 
doing so, be required to comply with the following regula­
tions, in all cases where the non-citizen is of the age of fif­
teen years or over. 

1. He shall furnish to the Judge of the District within 
which he desires his employe to remain satisfactory evidence 
of his good character, upon which the District Judge shall 
issue to the applicant a certificate showing that such evidence 
of good character as was satisfactory has been duly fur­
nished. 

2. He shall enter into bond with at least two sureties, 
who shall be responsible citizens of this Nation, in the sura 
of two hundred and fifty dollars, for the faithful observance 
by his employe of the laws of the Muskogee Nation, and as 
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a guarantee that he will not injure any property of the 
Nation, or the person or property of any citizen of this 
Nation. 

3. He shall then accompany the said bond with the certi­
ficate of good character granted by the Judge of the Dis­
trict, and present the two to the Treasurer of the Nation 
and apply for a permit thereon for the person whose 
services he desires to secure ; if then there be no legal ob­
jections, the Treasurer shall grant the permit, for which he 
shall charge one dollar and twenty-five cents per month for 
the period for which the permit is granted ; but no.permit 
shall be issued for a greater period than twelve months. Of 
the amount so collected 25 per centum shall be retained by 
the Treasurer as personal fee, and the remainder be added 
to the general funds of the Nation. 

Be it further enacted: That the Treasurer shall, within 
fifteen days after granting such permit, furnish due notice 
of such action to the Solicitor of the District in which the 
person permitted is to reside; and any person so permitted 
shall be allowed to keep within the Nation only such live 
stock as will be actually necessary for the proper perform­
ance of his labors, and should he violate his contract, he 
shall forfeit both his permit and the fruits of his labor, and 
for a violation of the terms of the bond of his employer, 
suit may be brought against bondsmen and sureties by the 
party aggrieved and damages to the amount of the injury 
recovered; and, 

Be it further enacted: That after fifteen (15) days after 
the expiration of any permit, if no renewal of the same is 
made, the person so failing to renew shall be reported to the 
U. S. Indian Agent as an intruder by the District Attorney, 
for removal. 

Provided, that any mechanic may remain in this Nation 
who shall furnish to the District Judge satisfactory evidence 
of good character, and pay to the Treasury of the Nation 
the sum of thirty ($30) dollars per annum ; and, provided 
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further, that nothing in this act shall be so construed as to 
prohibit the Superintendent of Public Instruction from em­
ploying school teachers or national blacksmiths ; and, pro­
vided further, that persons claiming to belong to any of the 
professions shall be subject to the same regulations govern­
ing mechanics who may elect to remain in this Nation. 

Be it further enacted: That any person who shall be con­
victed of employing or retaining in this Nation any male 
non-citizen over the age of fifteen years, except as hereinbe­
fore provided, shall be fined in the sum of one hundred 
dollars. 

Be it further enacted: That non-citizens remaining in 
this Nation, under permits as herein provided, shall not be 
allowed to employ in their service another non-citizen who 
bears no permit regularly issued by the National Treasurer, 
embracing the time for which said non-citizen is so em­
ployed, and if any non-citizen operating under a permit 
shall employ another non-citizen bearing no permit, the 
citizen who is responsible for the presence in the Nation 
of the non-citizen so employing another without a permit, 
shall forfeit the amount of his bond to the Nation. 

Be it further enacted: That any person operating under 
a permit from the National Treasurer, shall not be permitted 
to own houses or fences of any kind within the Nation, or 
any interest therein ; but all houses and fences occupied or 
used by him shall be the property of a citizen of this Na­
tion ; and if any citizen shall be found guilty of permitting 
the ownership by a non-citizen of any such property in this 
Nation, or indirectly aiding in bringing about such owner­
ship, he shall for such offense forfeit to the Nation the 
amount of his bond, if he has one on file, and if he be one 
having no bond on file, he shall then pay to the Nation a 
fine hereby affixed at $250 ; and, 

• Be it further enacted: That no citizen shall secure per­
mits for any non-citizen to perform any service which is not 
clearly needful for the comfort and better support of him-
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self or family, and if any citizen shall be found guilty of 
securing a permit for any non-citizen, under which the 
benefits accruing therefrom are all to be realized by the 
permitted, and it shall transpire that the citizen securing 
said permit did it solely to extend to a non-citizen the priv­
ilege attaching thereto, he shall be fined in the sum of 
$250. 

Be it further enacted : That all fines to be collected under 
the provision of this act, shall be made by the Light Horse 
Captain under a process duly instituted by the District 
Attorney. 

Be it further enacted: That all laws or parts of laws in 
conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

Approved October 24th, 1884. 
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ACTS AND RESOLUTIONS OF T H E NA­

TIONAL COUNCIL OF 1885. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That from and after the passage of this act, the 
Chairmen of all standing and special committees of Council 
be and are hereby authorized and qualified to administer 
oath to witnesses that may appear before them to testify in 
any matter under their consideration. And such oath shall 
have the same binding force and effect as oaths adminis­
tered by duly qualified Judges. 

Approved October 7th, 1885. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation : That the office of National Translator be, and the 
same is, hereby created, the incumbent of which shall be 
required to be a thoroughly competent man, who shall be 
elected by the National Council for the term of four years. 
He shall be required to be present at the opening of the 
sessions of each Council, and remain during the entire term. 
His duty shall be to translate all laws, resolutions and other 
acts of a general nature, of the National Council, as they 
are passed and approved ; and shall read proof and super­
intend the printing of the Creek Manuscript; and slrall 
receive three dollars ($3.00) per day during the sessions of 
the National Council, and also for ten days thereafter. 

Be it further enacted : That the first incumbent of the 
office, who shall be elected, shall serve only until the fifth 
day of December, 1887, and all others thereafter shall be 
elected for the regular term. 
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Be it further enacted: That the Translator is further 
authorized to have five hundred copies of the translations 
printed, and distribute the same equally among the District 
Judges, who shall in turn distribute the translations to 
those of their several districts who may want them. 

Approved October 19th, 1885. 

Resolved by the National Council of the Muskogee Nation : 
That the contract subsisting between the Mubkogee Nation 
and G. W. Stidham, approved October 23d, 1884, including 
all claims against the United States, or individuals of this 
Nation for whatever account, does not contemplate pay for 
lost property or lands belonging to the Creek Natioii at 
large. 

Approved October 19th, 1885. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That the Principal Chief be and is hereby required 
to provide a suitable book, in which he shall cause to be 
recorded the names of all persons who have been, or may 
hereafter be, adopted or adjudged as citizens of the Mus­
kogee Nation, and the same securely keep in the office of 
the Executive. 

Be it further enacted: That the Executive be and is 
hereby required to furnish all persons provided for in the 
foregoing act with a certificate of citizenship, under seal of 
his office, upon application for same, and the further pay­
ment of one and twenty-five hundredths dollars ($1.25) for 
each certificate, twenty-five cents of which shall be retained 
by the Private Secretary as personal fee, and the remaining 
one dollar transmitted to the National Treasury. 

Be it further enacted : That the Principal Chief be and is 
hereby authorized and required to have all adopted citizens, 
as mentioned in Section 1st of this act, take the oath of 
allegiance to the Constitution and laws of the Muskogee 
Nation, and renounce all allegiance to any other govern­
ment. 
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And the Principal Chief shall have prepared blank forms 
of oath, as herein mentioned, to fill out the blank forms, 
which shall be attested by the Principal Chief and his Pri­
vate Secretary, and filed in the executive office. 

Be it further enacted: That only those who shall be 
adopted after the passage of this bill, shall be required to 
pay the one dollar and twenty-five cents ($1.25) as pro­
vided in Section 2d of this act. 

Approved October 21st, 1885. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation : That the names of Messrs. Mike Mcintosh, Hagar, 
Sylvia, Sims, Minnie and Jack Hawkins be and the same 
are hereby included in the list of those who have been 
adopted as citizens of the Muskogee Nation. 

Approved October 23d, 1885. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That all supreme and district judges, district 
attorneys, light horsemen and other persons acting under 
special appointment of the Principal Chief, are hereby 
required to make annual reports to the National Council of 
all National funds coming into their hands, showing for 
what accounts and periods same were paid. 

Be it further enacted: That the National Treasurer is 
hereby required to include in his regular annual report, the 
names of the districts and officers from whom receipts come 
into his office, and the accounts on which the same were 
paid. 

Be it further enacted: That if any officer shall be guilty 
of a violation of this act, it is hereby made the duty of any 
other officer of the district to report the fact to the*Chief, 
who, if he shall be satisfied of the justice of the complaints 
filed, shall make an official demand of the officer so offend­
ing to make full settlement with the National Treasurer 
within fifteen days after notice ; and if he shall fail to make 
settlement within the time stated, then it is hereby made 



Acts of the National Council. 137 

the duty of the Principal Chief to instruct the Judge of any 
adjoining district to send his Light Horse Company against 
the offending officer, who shall take and sell at public 
auction any property belonging to such officer, until a suffi­
cient amount is realized to satisfy the claim of the Nation, 
which amount shall be turned into the National Treasury, 
taking a receipt therefor. And any officer so offending 
shall be suspended from performance of the functions of 
bis office for the balance of the term for which he was 
elected. 

Approved October 23d, 1885. 

Whereas, the advantages offered by the superior stock 
range of the Muskogee Nation have attracted to the Nation 
large herds of cattle from all parts of the surrounding 
countries, and, 

Whereas, the opinion prevails among the citizens of the 
Muskogee Nation, that some of their number have been 
engaged in caring for and holding as their own personal 
property, on Muskogee soil, herds of cattle in which they 
had no actual right, title or interest; thus becoming a mere 
shield, by which non-citizens may, at no distant day, fill the 
country with cattle and exhaust the National range, to the 
detriment of the citizens of the Muskogee Nation, and, 

Whereas, capital has been introduced by other enter­
prising citizens, by which large herds of cattle have been 
bought and introduced into the Nation, and, 

Whereas, certain of our citizens have thus become bene­
ficiaries of a greater amount of the public natural resources 
than their proportionate share, as based upon an equal 
division, and should make return to the Nation for such 
excess, and, 

Whereas, it is firmly believed that the introduction of 
cattle from other Nations or States, during the period 
embraced within the first (1st) of June and the thirtieth 
day of September of any year, is productive of diseases to 
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the native stock, to the detriment of the live stock industry 
at home; therefore, 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muxkogee 
Nation: That from and after the passage of this act, it shall 
be unlawful for any citizen to locate in the Muskogee 
Nation, any cattle brought from any other Nation or State, 
during the period from June 1st to September 30th of each 
year; and if any person shall violate the provisions of this 
act, he shall be required to pay the penal sum of five dol­
lars ($5.00) per head, for all cattle so introduced without 
regard to age of animals, and shall be further required to 
convey such stock without the limits of the Muskogee 
Nation within ten days from time of notice. 

Be it further enacted; That an import duty of three 
( |3 ) dollars per head is hereby provided and imposed upon 
all cattle which shall be introduced into this Nation from 
any other Nation or State, during the period not embraced 
in the time specified in the foregoing act, and such person 
shall not be permitted to turn such stock upon the range 
until he shall first make full settlement with the Tax Col­
lector, and obtain his receipts, showing such settlement. 

Be it further enacted: That if any citizen shall, by the 
Tax Collector, be suspected of claiming and holding, or 
grazing in his own name, any cattle upon Muskogee soil 
which do not actually belong to him, but to some other 
person not entitled to the rights and privileges of a Mus­
kogee citizen, he shall report the case to the Judge of the 
District wherein the cattle are held, who, when he shall be 
satisfied that the case is worthy of an investigation, shall 
cause the citizen so suspected to appear before him and 
make oath that he is the rightful owner of the stock, which 
shall entitle him to the rights and privileges arising under 
the foregoing sections of this act. If, after such investiga­
tion, other evidence shall arise which shall seem to indicate 
the crime of perjury on the part of the person taking the 
oath .then the case shall be reported to the District Attorney 
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of the district wherein the stock are held, who shall pro­
ceed against him as provided by law, and upon conviction 
shall, in addition to the penalty for perjury, be required to 
pay the penal sum of five ($5) dollars per head for each 
animal, without regard to age of such animal, and shall be 
further required to convey such without the limits of the 
Muskogee Nation within ten days from time of conviction. 
Provided, that no citizen shall be prohibited from import­
ing fine stock for the improvement of his native stock, to 
the amount of fifty head without import duty of any kind. 

Be it further enacted: That all taxes arising under the 
foregoing sections, shall be collected by the National Tax 
Collector, who shall turn the same into the National 
Treasury, taking receipt therefor, and shall receive the 
same porportionate fees as in other taxes collected. 

Passed over the Chief's veto, October 24th, 1885. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation : That all accounts or claims against the Muskogee 
Nation, originating since and after January 1st, 1882, shall 
be presented for payment on or before the National Council 
of 1886, otherwise the same shall not be paid. 

Approved October 26th, 1885. 

CITIZENSHIP COMMITTEE. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation : That the Committee on Citizenship is hereby re­
quired to provide a book in which shall be recorded the 
names of all persons applying for adoption into the rights 
and privileges of Muskogee citizenship, or for recognition 
of their claim to the same. The date, the grounds and 
reasons on which such claim is based, and the witnesses 
furnished and examined by the committee to sustain the 
same shall be recorded by the clerk in said book, and all 
actions of the National Council based upon the investigation 
and determination of the committee of any such case, shall 
be final and not subject to any subsequent investigation. 

Approved October 27th, 1885. 
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Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That the time, namely, " the third Tuesday of 
September every two years," as fixed by Section 6, page 
28 of the English edition of Muskogee laws, for the election 
of Light Horsemen of the several districts, and " the first-
Tuesday in September" every fourth year after the first 
general election under the Constitution, as mentioned in 
Section 1, page 67 of the same volume, for the general 
election, shall hereafter be accepted and recognized as the 
legal date of the said elections respectively. 

Approved October 29th, 1885. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation : That from and after the passage "of this act, no 
Judge of any of the Courts of this Nation shall be allowed 
to practice law in this Nation during his official term ; and 
the penalty for a violation of this act shall be removal from 
office. 

Approved October 29th, 1885. 
Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 

Nation : That any attorney at law who shall be found 
guilty of unfaithfulness or deception in any way toward his 
client, by accepting, receiving or agreeing to receive any 
fee or present from any source by which the interests of 
his client shall be in any way endangered, shall be silenced 
from the bar of this Nation and prohibited from further 
practice before any of the courts thereof, and shall be fined 
in the penal sum of one hundred dollars ($100.00). 

Be it further enacted: That it is hereby made the duty 
of the Prosecuting Attorney of each district to prosecute all 
offenders against this law in his district, who shall receive 
in each case of conviction one-fourth of the fine so imposed, 
another fourth being paid to the Light Horse Company, 
who are hereby authorized to make collection thereof : the 
remaining two-fourths being paid by the Captain of the 
company to the National Treasurer. 

Approved October 31st, 1885. 
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BOARD OF EXAMINATION. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation : That the sum of three dollars ($3.00) per day for 
six days is hereby appropriated in favor of each of the three 
examiners of applicants for positions as teachers of neigh­
borhood schools of the Muskogee Nation, and all laws in 
conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

Approved October 31sfc, 1885. 

' Whereas, By act of Congress approved March 3d, 1885, 
entitled : 

AN ACT making appropriations for the current and 
contingent expenses of the Indian Department, 
and for fulfilling Treaty stipulations with various 
Indian tribes, for the year ending June thirtieth, 
eighteen hundred and eighty-six, and for other 
purposes. 

An appropriation for interest money was made for the 
benefit of the Muskogee Nation, providing that no part of 
the same shall be paid unless the Creek Nation shall, within 
twelve months, and in pursuance of a resolution of its 
National Council first had and obtained, make and file in 
the office of the Secretary of State, an acceptance and rati­
fication of the survey made and approved by the depart­
ment, under the treaty of June 14th, 1866. Therefore, 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation : That the survey of the line intended to define and 
designate the west half of the entire domain of the Creek 
Nation, ceded to the United States by the third article of 
the treaty, proclaimed the eleventh day of August, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-six, for the purpose of settling Indians 
and freedmen thereon, and which survey was approved by 
the Secretary of the Interior on the fifth day of February, 
eighteen hundred and seventy-two, be and the same is 
hereby accepted and ratified; and the Principal Chief is 
hereby instructed to file in the office of Secretary of State 
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of the United States, a duly authenticated copy of this act 
at as early a day as practicable. 

Approved November 4th, 1885. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That the funds accruing as interest on price of 
balance of land, which was appropriated by act of Congress 
of March 3d, 1885, be and the same shall hereby be used in 
payment in full of the warrants to be issued to the mem­
bers of this Council, in payment for services rendered dur­
ing the present Council, the salaries of standing officers for 
1885 and 1886 ; the balance to be used in payment of the 
present outstanding indebtedness of the Nation in accord­
ance with the existing laws. 

Approved November 4th, 1885. 

Be it enacted by the National Council: That the office 
of Inspector General be, and is, hereby abolished. 

Be it further enacted by the National Council: That all the 
duties of the Inspector General's office shall devolve on the 
Prosecuting Attorney of the several districts. 

Approved November 4, 1885. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That L. C. Perryman, G. B. Perryman and 
J . C. Perryman and their associates, citizens of the Musko-
kee Nation, be, and they are, hereby given full permission 
to employ such teachers from the States as they may see 
proper, without paying auy permits for same. That the 
teachers thus employed, shall be confined to the teaching of 
the select school located at Tulsa, I. T., and owned and 
controlled by the above-named parties. 

Approved November 4, 1885. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the National Council of 
the Muskogee Nation: That the authorities thereof, here­
inafter mentioned, may aud are hereby authorized to 
enter into negotiations with the authorities of the com-
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panies operating railroads in said Nation under the pro­
visions of the treaty between said Nation and the United 
States, proclaimed August 11th, 1866, for the acquisition by 
said railroad companies, of the sale, occupancy and use of 
only so much land in said Nation as is absolutely necessary 
to the proper management of the legitimate busi­
ness of the said railroads. The terms of the nego-
tiations herein authorized to be such as shall not 
interfere with or trespass on the individual rights of citi­
zens of said Nation who shall have occupied space or lo­
cated improvements thereon prior to the date of January 
12th, 1883, or who, by purchase or otherwise, may have se­
cured rights as originated prior to the aforementioned date ; 
provided, however, that nothing in this act shall be so con­
strued as to prevent a transfer by sale or otherwise, by 
such citizens of their improvements or right of occupancv 
of any portion of the reservations herein authorized to the 
authorities of said railroad companies if they shall so elect, 
when the space occupied by them or their improvements, 
are included within the limits of said reservations. 

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted: That the reserva­
tions of land in the Muskogee Nation herein author­
ized for use in the management of the business of the rail­
roads now in operation in said Nation, shall be, and is here­
by defined and fixed at fifty (50) feet in width on each 
side, measured from the center of the road-bed of the main 
line thereof; and two (200) hundred feet in width on each 
side, measured as above,and two thousand (2,000) feet long at 
the stations in said Nation, known as Adams, Leliaetta, Rose-
dale, Gibson, Muskogee, Summit, Oaktaha, Checotah, Bond 
and Eufaula, numbered respectively in the plats filed in the 
Executive Office, 11th, 12th, ISth, 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, 
18th, 19th and 20th, and Tulsa and Red Fork; and no part 
of said reservations shall, without the special consent of the 
National Council thereto obtained, be occupied by any per­
son engaged in any of the trades or occupations not abso-
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lutely necessary to the operation of the road ; nor shall any 
of the officers, servants or employees of the said railroads, 
or other persons without such special consent of the Coun­
cil be permitted to engage in mining any coal, iron, copper, 
lead, silver, gold or other minerals that may be found to 
abound in said reservations ; it being expressly understood 
that the said reservations are to be used for the purpose of 
facilitating the management of the business of the roads, 
such as would arise from the location thereon, of depots, 
station-houses, machine shops, officers, servants and em­
ployes thereof, all of which shall in all respects be subject 
to the Indian intercourse laws of the United States. 

Be it further enacted: That the authority to repre­
sent the Muskogee (Creek) Nation in conducting and per­
fecting negotiations either with the authorities of the rail­
road companies or the Secretary of the Interior in accord­
ance with the foregoing provisions of this act, is hereby 
conferred upon the national delegation appointed and con­
firmed by act of the National Council, or such other person 
or persons as may hereafter be in like manner authorizied 
thereto ; who shall make such terms with said authorities as 
will secure to them the free use and occupancy of the res­
ervations herein designated, at such price or rental per acre 
as shall be fair and just to the Nation, the same to be either 
perpetual or for a stated term of years, with privilege of re­
newal ; but in no case shall they sell to said railroad or 
other authorities the fee absolute in any lands so negotiated, 
nor shall said negotiations operate to dispossess any citizen 
of his rights originating within the limits of said reserva­
tions prior to the date of January 12th, 1883, such persons 
being hereby left free to make individual terms as provided 
in Section 1 of this act. And the Principal Chief is hereby 
directed to file in the offices of the Secretary of the Interior 
of the United States and the authorities of the companies 
operating said M., K. and T. and St. L. and S. F . rail­
roads, duly authenticated copies of this act at as early a 
date as practicable. 

Approved November 4, 1885. 
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A C T S A N D R E S O L U T I O N S O F N A T I O N A L 

C O U N C I L , 1886. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That the Agent of the Indian Department is here­
by authorized to pay all balances of money now due to 
claimants in the Creek Nation, of the Creek Orphan Fund, 
to the Treasurer of the said Creek Nation, for the benefit of 
said claimants. 

Be it further enacted: That when the payment shall be 
so made, the Treasurer shall execute proper receipts, which 
shall be in final settlement of all claims against the United 
States on account of said orphan claim. 

Approved October 7th, 1886. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That all charters of toll bridges having expired 
are hereby renewed under conditions stipulated in them, and 
to continue in force for the same period of time provided by 
them. 

Approved October 8th, 1886. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That any non-citizen desiring to establish, or oper­
ate, or become interested in the operation or establishment 
of a mill or machinery for grinding grain or ginning cotton, 
or doing both combined, shall apply for such right and 
privilege to the National Council, stating definitely the 
place at which he proposes to locate, and if permission is 
granted he shall be subject to an annual tax of two hundred 
($200) dollars for the benefit of the National Treasury, to 
be paid to the National Tax Collector. 

10 
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Be it further enacted: That from and after the passage 
of this act, any non-citizen licensed trader, located and 
doing business in the Creek Nation, who is at present en­
gaged or interested in the operation or ownership of any 
mill or cotton gin, or mill and gin combined, or who shall 
hereafter become so engaged, or interested in the Creek 
Nation, shall be required to pay to the National Tax Col­
lector for the benefit of the National Treasury the annual 
tax of two hundred dollars as hereinbefore provided, and all 
non-citizens who may be hereafter licensed to trade in the 
Creek Nation, shall be subject to the tax herein imposed. 
Provided, nothing in this act shall be so construed as to 
prevent the running of any mill or gin operating at present 
in this Nation, by requiring permission to be obtained as 
hereinbefore provided. 

Be it further enacted: That the National Tax Collector 
be, and is hereby directed to proceed to collect from all 
persons affected by the provisions of this act, the propor­
tionate share of the tax hereinbefore imposed, the same to 
be computed from the 25th day of October, 1886, to the 
end of the year for which licensed traders are required to 
pay, and hereafter the payments shall be made in like man­
ner and at the same time as that fixed in law for licensed 
traders. 

Approved October 16th, 1886. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That the Superintendents and Trustees of the 
Manual Labor Boarding Schools of this Nation are hereby 
notified and instructed to confine their expenditures within 
the annual appropriations of seventy ($70) dollars per 
scholar, and should any improvements be necessary at any 
of said schools, the Superintendants shall make out an esti­
mate of the probable cost of such improvements, and sub 
mit the same to the National Council, duly indorsed by the 
Trustees, and if Council shall deem such improvements 
necessary, then it shall make the appropriations for the 
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same, after which the Supeinntendants shall let the con­
tracts for the work. But before the work shall begin, the 
contracts must first be submitted to the Trustees and their 
approval obtained. 

Approved October 21st, 1886. 



148 Acts of the National Council. 

ACTS AND RESOLUTIONS OF NATIONAL 

COUNCIL, 1887. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That the amendment to the compact subsisting 
between the Creeks, Cherokees and Osages, made and 
entered into by the International Council held at Eufaula, 
1. T., in March, 1886, be and is hereby accepted and 
adopted. * 

Approved October 14th, 1887. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That from and after the passage of this act, it 
shall be unlawful for any non-citizen to gather pecans 
within the limits of this Nation, except for immediate use 
in the family. And if such non-citizen shall be found to be 
in possession of more than one bushel of pecans, the Light 
Horsemen within the district are hereby directed to proceed 
at once and confiscate all above one bushel so found, and 
dispose of the one-half thereof at the current market price, 
and turn the proceeds over to the National Treasurer for 
the benefit of the Nation, and retain one-half of the 
remainder for his personal benefit after surrendering the 
other half to the person or persons giving the information 
on which the seizure is effected. Provided, that this act 
shall apply to all non-citizens within the Muskogee Nation, 
except such Seminoles as reside in the Creek Nation. 

Approved October 18th, 1887. 

Whereas, The Muskogee Nation did by the treaty of 
1866 grant the right of way to two railroads to be con­
structed through their country, and upon one of which 



Acts of the National Council. 149 

grunts the Missouri, Kansas and Texas (now Missouri 
Pacific), and the St. Louis and San Francisco roads were 
built, and for which grants neither demanded or received 
compensation of any kind ; and, 

Whereas, Since the completion of said roads the Mus­
kogee people, together with the other Indians of the 
Territory, have been charged and compelled to pay two 
cents per mile more to ride upon said railroads than is 
charged by the same roads after entering the States of 
Kansas and Texas, or in other words they charge us live 
cents per mile for riding upon their trains, and only charge 
three cents per mile in Kansas and Texas, which we think is 
very unjust to us. Therefore, 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That the Principal Chief be and is hereby directed 
and required to enter a protest in the name of the Muskogee 
people, with the Honorable Secretary of the Interior 
through the United States Indian Agent, R. L. Owen, and 
ask that this very unjust discrimination against us and the 
people of the Territory be removed, and that we be 
required to pay no more than other people for the same 
service. 

Approved October 18th, 1887. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That the presiding officers of the Council and the 
Chairman of all standing committees thereof, are hereby 
required to keep a correct list of all bills, reports and other 
matters that may be referred to them by either branch of 
the Council, and .clearly note on said list a concise state­
ment of the action and final disposition made thereof by 
said body. The Chairmen of committees shall at the end 
of the term of their office, namely, at twelve o'clock m., on 
the 4th day of December, of the year when their term 
expires, turn said list, together with all original matters 
pertaining thereto, duly authenticated, over to the presiding 
officer of the house to which he belongs, who is hereby 
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required to accompany the same with a list of all matters 
pending before his house, and safely secure the same under 
lock and key of his desk, the key of which he shall sur­
render to his successor. 

Approved October 18th, 1887. 

A N A C T AMENDATORY T O AN ACT P R O V I D I N G F O R T H E U T I L ­

IZATION OF THE COAL INTERESTS OF THE MUSKOGEE 

NATION. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the National Council of 
the Muskogee Nation: That any number of citizens, not 
less than three, may associate themselves together as a 
body corporate, for the purpose of developing the coal 
interests of the Muskogee Nation; and for the purpose of 
obtaining skilled labor and capital, they shall hare authority 
to admit to the special privileges of such coal mining cor­
poration, such non-citizens or legal association of non-
citizens as they may elect, either by admitting them as 
stockholders of the company or by employing them in the 
business of mining, transporting or selling of coal; and for 
the persons so employed or admitted, the company shall 
not be liable to pay any permit or other tax to the Mus­
kogee Nation. 

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted: That before any such 
corporation shall be legal and become entitled to enter upon 
the development of coal lands, articles of incorporation 
shall be filed with the Principal Chief and be approved by 
him. Said approval to be authenticated by his signature 
and the seal of the Muskogee Nation. Such articles of in­
corporation shall set forth the objects of the proposed cor­
poration, the locality where its mining operations are to be 
carried on, the amount of its capital stock, the number of 
shares into which the same is divided, the number and 
names of the incorporators who shall act as a Board of 
Directors until their successors are elected and qualified, 
the time when business is to be commenced and the princi­
pal place thereof. 
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The articles of incorporation shall also set forth the amount 
of coal land upon which the company intends to locate, and 
describe the same by metes and bounds, evidenced by 
monuments, in such a manner that they be ascertained and 
established at any time by actual survey. And if a right 
of way thereto be desh'ed, the articles aforesaid shall con­
tain a specific declaration to that effect and a general de­
scription of the direction and termini of the same. 

S E C . 3 . Be it further enacted: That the articles of 
incorporation shall be filed with the Principal Chief, in 
duplicate, and if the same be approved by him, he shall 
file one copy in the archives of the Muskogee Nation and 

* return one copy, signed and sealed, as provided in the sec­
ond section of this act, to the incorporators, and either copy, 
authenticated as herein provided, shall be evidence of the 
corporate existence of such corporation, and of the rights 
and privileges conferred by this act. 

S E C . 4 . Be it further enacted: That in case the arti­
cles of incorporation are not approved by the Principal 
Chief of the Muskogee Nation within a period of ninety 
days from the date of the filing of the same in his office, 
the said articles shall be returned to the parties proposing to 
incorporate under this law, and the said parties shall bo 
entitled to one further period of sixty days in which to file 
satisfactorily amended articles; bu t in case such satisfac­
torily amended articles be not filed within said period of 
sixty days, it shall be lawful for any other association to 
tender articles of incorporation covering the same coal lands 
and other privileges conferred under this act. 

S E C . 5. Be it further enacted: That it is expressly un­
derstood that this act shall not be construed by any person 
or court so as to confer upon any non-citizen the privilege 
of citizenship, or any rights other than such as are specifi­
cally mentioned in this act, and which are necessary to the 
successful developements of the coal interests of the Mus­
kogee Nation, and any non-citizen assuming rights and 
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privileges, other than those herein granted, shall be subject 
to the pains and penalties of the law against intruders. 

SEC. 6. Be it further enacted: That whenever the arti­
cles of incorporation shall have been approved in accord­
ance with the provisions of this act, the association shall be 
a body corporate, and within the terms of said articles, 
shall have all the common law rights of a business corpor­
ation to have succession by its corporate name, for the 
period limited in the articles of incorporation, to sue and 
be sued, to complain and defend, in any court of the Mus­
kogee Nation ; to make and use a common seal; to hold and 
convey such personal property as the purposes of the cor­
poration shall require ; to appoint such subordinate officers 
and agents as the business of the corporation shall require, 
and to allow them a suitable compensation; to make rules 
and regulations not inconsistent with existing laws of the 
Muskogee Nation, for the management of its property, the 
control of its affairs, and for the transfer and voting of its 
stock. But these rights and powers shall appertain exclu­
sively to the mining, transporting and sale of coal, and 
shall terminate at the end of the period set forth in the 
approved articles of incorporation. 

SEC. 7. Be it further enacted: That any such approved 
corporation, or company, shall have the privilege of mining, 
transporting and selling coal, both within and without the 
territorial limits of this Nation, provided such corporation 
file with the Principal Chief a penal bond in a sum of not 
less than $50,000—conditioned on a faithful compliance 
with all the terms of this law, and of such special contract 
entered into under the power of this act as shall be deemed 
necessary to protect the interest of the Muskogee Nation. 

SEC. 8. Be it further enacted: That whenever such 
corporation shall have actually entered upon the business 
of mining coal, it shall keep a set of books wherein shall be 
shown the number of bushels of coal mined and shipped, 
the number of laborers employed, and their names; said 
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books shall always be open for inspection by the Principal 
Chief or any other person or persons authorized by him to 
examine the same. 

SEC. 9. Be it further enacted: That the Principal 
Chief shall appoint a National Weigher for each coal min­
ing corporation, whose duty shall be to see to the correct 
weight of the daily output of coal, and keep a record of the 
same, and, at the end of each month send a tabulated state­
ment of such output in bushels to the Principal Chief, and 
a copy thereof to the National Treasurer. 

SEC. 10. Be it further enacted: That at the end of 
each and every month, the said mining corporation shall 
pay to the Muskogee Tsation, through its National Treas­
urer, a royalty of one-fourth of one cent upon, and for, 
each and every bushel of coal of eighty-five pounds weight, 
mined by it under the terms of this act, the total amount of 
said royalty to be determined by the monthly statements 
shown by the books of the company and those of the Na­
tional Weigher, and in case of disagreement between such 
books, the books of the National Weigher shall be the basis 
of settlement, if the Principal Chief shall so elect. 

S E C . 11. Be it further enacted: That whenever any 
coal mining corporation or company shall have accepted the 
privileges conferred by this act, it shall diligently prosecute 
work of mining coal, and a failure to exercise reasonable 
diligence in such work of mining coal for a period of one 
year shall be just cause for the annulment of all grants and 
privileges conferred upon such corporation under this act. 

SEC. 12. Be it further enacted: That any corporation 
complying with all the provisions of this act shall be en­
titled to the exclusive privilege of mining coal within the 
limits of the location as set forth by metes and bounds in 
its articles of incorporation, approved by the Principal 
Chief as provided in Section 2 of this act; and the Musko­
gee Nation will guarantee and defend such exclusive privi-
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leges during the legal continuance of the corporation formed 
under this act. 

SEC. 13. Be it further enacted: That any coal mining 
corporation formed and organized under the provisions of 
this act, shall be entitled to a right of way to its mines— 
not exceeding 100 feet in width to any railroad now in op­
eration in this Territory, and also to sufficient grounds for 
buildings, round-houses, switches, hoisting works and other 
improvements necessary to the successful mining, market­
ing and selling of coal. 

SEC. 14. Be it further enacted: That such coal min­
ing company or corporation shall not be entitled to the use 
of the surface soil or its products, such as grass or timber, 
when the same is not necessary to its operations, and shall 
not interfere with the use and occupation of the surface by 
any citizen of this Nation, where the same is not embraced 
in the special privilege herein conferred. 

SEC. 15. Be it further enacted: That the period of 
incorporation under this act shall not exceed a period of 
thirty years, but shall be subject to renewal if both parties 
shall so agree. 

SEC. 16. Be it further enacted: That it is expressly 
understood that this act shall not be construed to interfere 
with any equitable rights now accruing to any citizen under 
existing laws. 

SEC. 17. Be it further enacted: That all acts or parts 
of acts inconsistent with the provisions of this act are here­
by repealed. 

SEC. 18. Be it further enacted: That this act shall 
take effect from and after its passage and approval. 

Approved December 3d, 1887. j 

AN ACT AMENDATORY TO THE PERMIT I,AW. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation : That there be and is hereby created the office of 
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District Inspector in each of the six districts, who shall be 
recommended by the Principal Chief and elected by the 
National Council every two years, and who shall be charged 
with the duty of collecting permit tax and issuing all per­
mits for non-citizen labor, and to have and exercise all the 
duties and authority conferred upon the Prosecuting At­
torneys respecting the removal of non-citizens, or intruders 
from the Nation, and shall receive 50 per centum, or 
one-half of all moneys thus collected by them from permits, 
as compensation for their services. 

S E C . 2. Be it further enacted: That the District In­
spector shall require satisfactory evidence of the good 
character of the non-citizen to be employed, signed by not-
less than two responsible citizens, before issuing permits, 
and shall revoke any permit when the party for whom the 
same has been issued is shown to be an unfit person to 
remain in our Nation, and shall declare and proceed against 
him as an intruder. 

S E C . 3. Be it further enacted: That each District In­
spector shall, before entering upon the duties of his office, 
file with the National Treasurer a bond of one thousand 
dollars ($1,000) , with approved security, to insure honest 
and prompt payment to the National Treasurer, at the end 
of each quarter, of all funds (less fees) collected from 
permits, and shall make a full report of his office at each 
session of the National Council, to the Principal Chief. 

S E C . 4. Be it further enacted : That the tax for com­
mon labor shall be one dollar per month, and for mechanics 
two dollars per month. 

S E C . 5. Be it further enacted: That the District In­
spectors are hereby required to immediately report to each 
other the names of all non-citizens whose permits have 
been by them revoked, and no Inspector shall, for such 
non-citizen, again issue a permit, under penalty of one 
hundred dollars for each and every offense, to be collected 
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by the Prosecuting Attorney of the district in which the 
offense shall have been committed. 

SEC. 6. Be it further enacted : That this act be in force 
from and after its passage and approval, and all laws in 
conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

Approved December 3d, 1887. 

A C T S A N D R E S O L U T I O N S O F T H E N A ­

T I O N A L C O U N C I L , 1888. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That the "Import Tax L a w " enacted October 
24th, 1885, be and the same is hereby amended, by striking 
out in the last section the word " National," and the duties 
there imposed shall devolve upon the Tax Collector men­
tioned in the printed laws of the Creek Nation, pamphlet 
form, page 21. 

Approved October 11th, 1888. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That the law making the scholastic year of public 
schools in the Muskogee Nation ten months in length, be so 
amended as to read eight (%) months of two terms, to wit: 
The first term beginning September first of each year, and 
ending December fifteenth; the second beginning on the 
fifteenth of the following February, and ending June 
thirtieth. 

Be it further enacted: That the Superintendent of Pub­
lic Instruction shall visit the public schools three (3) times 
each year, instead of quarterly, receiving two hundred dol­
lars ($200) for each visit, on the same conditions that he 
received $150 quarterly, and within the time hei-einafter 
specified for teachers to make their reports. 
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Be it further enacted: That all teachers shall report to 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction three times each 
year, as follows: The first report to be from September 
first to November fifteenth ; the second, November sixteenth 
to March thirtieth, and the third from April first to June 
thirtieth. 

Be it further enacted: That the number of public schools 
shall be increased to thirty-six (36;, and the Superintendent 
is hereby directed to establish the additional number of 
schools and supply them with teachers; and, 

Be it further enacted : That this act shall take effect and 
be in force from and after its passage and approval, and all 
laws, or parts of laws, conflicting herewith are hereby 
repealed. 

Approved October 11th, 1888. 
Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 

Nation: That there be, and is hereby, appropriated the 
sum of one hundred and fifty ($150) dollars, or as much 
thereof as may be found necessary, to shelve and pigeon­
hole the room adjoining the Executive office, "now used as 
a committee room," for the purpose of properly storing 
away and preserving the archives of the Muskogee Nation, 
or any documents pertaining thereto, and such other docu­
ments of interest and the statutes of the other nations, and 
of any of the States that may at any time be obtained ; 
and, 

Be it further enacted: That said committee room shall 
be used as a department of the Executive office, and shall 
be called the "Document Room." 

Be it further enacted: That the Principal Chief is 
hereby authorized to have such work done and draw upon 
the National Treasurer for the necessary funds, and to 
compel the attention of his Private Secretary to the proper 
arrangement of said room before the next session of the 
National Council, 

Approved October 18th, 1888. 
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Be it enacted by the National Oouncil of the Muskogee 
Nation: That it is hereby declared to be the purpose and 
policy of the Muskogee Nation to negotiate a final disposi­
tion and settlement of so much of the lands known as Okla­
homa as the Musk ogees have an interest in, and the National 
Delegates who shall be appointed by the present session of 
the National Council, are hereby clothed with full power to 
negotiate with the Government of the United States for such 
final disposition and settlement as in their judgment shall 
be to the best interests of the Muskogee Nation ; provided, 
however, that such negotiation and settlement shall not be 
of any force until the same shall have been approved by the 
National Council of the Muskogee Nation. 

Approved October 18th, 1888. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That the Trustees of the Wealaka Mission ai*e 
hereby authorized and directed to receive bids for the re­
pairing or rebuilding of the said mission, in accordance with 
plans, detailed drawings and specifications furnished by 
Rev. R. W. Hill, Superintendent of the Presbyterian Mis­
sions in the Indian Territory. They shall award the con­
tract to the lowest responsible bidder, and shall require the 
bids to be sealed and presented at such place as shall suit 
their convenience, and the person securing the contract shall 
be required to file a bond, together with such collateral 
security as the Board of Trustees shall accept in a sum equal 
to one and one-half the amount of his bid. 

Be it further enacted: That the money appropriated for 
the building or repairing of said mission shall remain in the 
Treasury of the Creek or Muskogee Nation, and shall be 
paid out only on warrants issued by the Principal Chief ; 
and payments on any warrants that have been issued for 
support of the said Wealaka Mission are hereby withheld 
and shall not be paid until the Principal Chief shall ex­
pressly so direct; and no moneys shall be paid out on.any 
work done on said building until such work shall have first 
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been carefully inspected and pronounced satisfactory by a 
competent builder, whose employment for that purpose the 
Board of Trustees are hereby authorized to secure. 

Be it further enacted: That the said Board of Trustees 
are hereby authorized to exercise their own discretion as to 
whether the contract price shall be paid in installments or 
otherwise. 

Approved October 19th, 1888, 
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ACTS OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL, 

O F JANUARY 29TH, 1889.—EXTRA SESSION. 

An act to ratify and confirm an agreement made and 
entered into by and between the United States of America, 
represented by Wm. F . Vilas, Secretary of the Interior, by 
and under direction of the President of the United States, 
and the Muskogee, or " Creek," Nation of Indians, repre­
sented bv Pleasant Porter, David M. Hodge and Espar-
hecher, delegates and representatives thereto, duly author­
ized and empowered by the Principal Chief and National 
Council of the Muskogee, or " Creek," Nation. 

Whereas, The following article of cession and agreement 
was entered into at the City of Washington, D. C , on the 
19th day of January, 1889, to wit : 

Article of cession and agreement made and concluded at 
the City of Washington on the nineteenth day of January, 
in the year of our Lord 1889, by and between the United 
States of America, represented by Wm. F . Vilas, Secretary 
of the Interior, by and under direction of the President of 
the United States, and the Muskogee, or " Creek," Nation 
of Indians, represented by Pleasant Porter, David M. 
Hodge and Esparhecher, delegates and representatives 
thereto, duly authorized and empowered by the Principal 
Chief and National Council of the Muskogee, or " Creek," 
Nation. 

Whereas, By a treaty of cession made and concluded by 
and between thejsaid parties on the fourteenth day of June, 
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1866, the said Muskogee, or " Creek," Nation, in compli­
ance with the desire of the United States to locate other 
Indians and freedmen thereon, ceded and conveyed to the 
United States to be sold to and used as homes for such 
other civilized Indians as the United States might choose to 
settle thereon, the west half of their entire domain, to be 
divided by a line running north and south, to be surveyed 
as provided in the eighth article of the said treaty, the 
eastern half of thelands of the said Muskogee, o r " Creek," 
Nation to be retained by them as a home; and, 

Whereas, But a portion of said lands so ceded for such 
use has been sold to Indians, or assigned to their use, and 
the United States now desires that all of such said ceded 
lands may be entirely freed from any limitation in respect 
to the use and enjoyment thereof, and all claims of the said 
Muskogee, or " Creek," Nation to such lands may be sur­
rendered and extinguished, as well as all other claims of 
whatsoever nature to any terri tory, except the aforesaid 
eastern half of their domain. 

Now, therefore, these articles of cession and agreement 
by and between the said contracting parties, witness : 

ARTICLE I. 

The said Muskogee, or " Creek," Nation, in considera­
tion of the sum of money hereinafter mentioned, hereby 
absolutely cedes and grants to the United States, without 
reservation or cpndition, full and complete title to the 
entire western half of the said Muskogee, or " C r e e k , " 
Nation, lying west of the division line, surveyed and estab­
lished under the said treaty of 1866, and also grants and 
releases to the United States, all and every claim, estate, 
right or interest of any and every description in, or to, any 
and all land and territory whatever, except so much of the 
said former domain, of the said Muskogee, or " C r e e k , " 
Nation, as lies east of the said line of division, surveyed 
and established, as aforesaid, and is now held and occupied 

as the home of said Nation. 
l i 
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ARTICLE II . 

In consideration whereof, and of the covenants herein 
otherwise contained, the United States agrees to pay to the 
said Muskogee or " Creek," Nation, the sum of two million 
two hundred and eighty thousand eight hundred and fifty-
seven dollars and ten cents ($2,280,857.10), whereof two 
hundred and eighty thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven 
dollars and ten cents ($280,857.10) shall be paid to the 
National Treasurer of the said Muskogee, or "Creek," 
Nation, or to such other person as shall be duly authorized 
to receive the same, at such time and in such sums, after 
the due ratification of this agreement " as hereinafter pro­
vided," as shall be directed and required by the National 
Council of said Nation. And the remaining sum of two 
million dollars ($2,000,000) shall be set apart and remain 
in the Treasury of the United States to the credit of the 
said Nation, and shall bear interest at the rate of five 
per centum per annum, from and after the first day of 
July, 1889, to be paid to the Treasurer of said Nation, and 
to be judiciously applied under the direction of the Legisla­
tive Council thereof, to the support of their Government, 
the maintenance of schools and educational establishments, 
and such other objects as may be designed to promote the 
welfare and happiness of the people of the said Muskogee, 
or " Creek," Nation, subject to the discretionary direction 
of the Congress of the United States. Provided, that the 
Congress of the United States may at any time pay over to 
the said Muskogee, or " Creek," Nation the whole, or from 
time to time any part of said principal sum, or of any 
principal sum belonging to said Nation, held in the Treasury 
of the United States, and thereupon terminate the obliga­
tion of the United States in respect thereto, and in respect 
to any further interest upon so much of said principal as 
shall be paid and discharged. 
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A R T I C L E I I I . 

It is stipulated and agreed: That henceforth especial ef­
forts shall be made by the Creek Nation to promote the 
education of the youth thereof, and extend their useful 
knowledge and skill in the arts of civilization ; and the said 
Nation agrees that it will devote not l«ss than fifty thous­
and dollars (50,000) annually of its income derived here­
under to the establishment and maintenance of schools and 
other means calculated to advance the end ; and of this an­
nual sum, at least ten thousand dollars ($10,000) shall be 
applied to the education of orphan children of said Nation. 

ARTICLE IV. 

These articles of cession and agreement shall be of no 
force or obligation upon either party until they shall be 
ratified and confirmed, first, by act of the National Council 
of said Muskogee or " C r e e k " Nation, and secondly, by the 
Congress of the United States, nor unless such ratification 
shall be on both sides made and completed before the first 
day of July , A. D . 1889. 

ARTICLE V. 

No treaty heretofore made and now existing, is hereby 
affected, except so far as the provisions hereof supercede 
and control the same. 

In testimony whereof, we, the said William F . Vilas, 
Secretary of the Interior, on the part of the United States, 
and said Pleasant Por ter , David M. Hodge and Esparhecher, 
delegates of the Muskogee or "Creek" Nation have here-
unto set our hands and seals, at the place and on the day 
first above written in duplicate. 

(Signed) W M . F . VILAS, 
Secretary of the Interior. 

(Signed) PLEASANT PORTER, [Seal] . 
(Signed) DAVID M. HODGE, [Seal] . 
(Signed) E S P A R H E C H E R , his + mark [Seal] . 

In presence of J O H N P . H U M E , 
ROBERT V. B E L T . 
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Therefore be it enacted by the National Council of the 
Muskogee or "Creek" Nation: That the said and forego­
ing session and agreement made and entered into at the 
City of Washington, D. C , on the -19th day of January, 
1889, by and between the United States of America, rep­
resented by W m . F . Vilas, Secretary of the Interior, by, 
and unde» the direction of the President of the United 
States, and the Muskogee or " C r e e k " Nation of Indians, 
represented by Pleasant Porter , David M. Hodge and Es -
parhecher, delegates and representatives thereto, duly au­
thorized and empowered by the Principal Chief and Nation­
al Council of the said Muskogee or " C r e e k " Nation, be, 
and the same is hereby accepted, l'atified and confirmed, 
and that the grant and cession of the lands and territories 
therein made, shall take effect when the same shall be rat­
ified and confirmed by the Congress of the United States of 
America. 

Approved January 31st, 1889. 

AN ACT asking for the appropriation and payment of the 
sums of money agreed upon by the delegates of the Musko­
gee Nation and the authorities of the United States as the 
price of the lands ceded to the United States by the t reaty 
of 1866. 

Whereas, The sale to the United States under agreement 
of January 19th, A. D. 1889, of the lands ceded to the 
United States by the treaty of 1866, has been approved and 
confirmed by the National Council of the Muskogee Nation. 
Therefore, 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation : That the Congress of the United States is hereby 
requested to appropriate the full sums of money agreed 
upon as the price of said lands. That is to say, the amount 
to be invested for the benefit of the Muskogee Nation, and 
the amount to be paid in money directly to the proper au­
thorities of the said Muskogee Nation. And the said 
amount which is to be paid in money, to be paid over in 
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such sums and at such times and places as may be required 
directly to the National Treasurer of the Muskogee Nation, 
or to such officer or other person or persons as shall be 
named in the requisition of the proper authorities of the 
Muskogee Nation. And the proper authorities of the Mus­
kogee Nation for the purpose of making such requisition, is 
hereby declared to be the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation, or such officer or other person or persons as shall be 
designated and authorized by an act or a resolution of the 
said National Council for that purpose; and such requisi­
tion or requisitions when made shall be taken and accepted 
as, and is , and are, hereby declared to be the requisition of 
the proper authorities of the Muskogee Nation. 

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted: That this act shall 
take effect and be in force from and after its passage. 

Approved January 31st, 1889. 

AN ACT to authorize a requisition to be made for a portion 
of the amount that may be appropriated by Congress for 
payment to the Muskogee Nation under the agreement of 
January 19th, A. D . 1889, for its interest in and to the 
lands ceded to the United States by the treaty of 1866. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the National Council of 
the Muskogee Nation: That the Principal Chief of the Mus­
kogee Nation be, and he is, hereby authorized and directed 
for, and on behalf of the Muskogee Nation, to make requi­
sition upon the proper authorities of the United States in 
such form as may be required by such authorities for the 
payment to Pleasant Porter , David M. Hodge and Espar-
hecher, the duly authorized delegates of the Muskogee 
Nation, or, in the event of the death or inability to act of 
any or either of them, then to the surviving member or 
members of them, of the sum of 10 per cent, of the addi­
tional price of the land ceded to the United States by treaty 
of 1866, under the agreement of January 19th, A. D. 1889, 
between Hon. W m . F . Vilas, Secretary of the Interior, and 
said delegates. The same to be paid out of the amount 
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tha t may be appropriated by Congress, to be paid in money 
to the Muskogee Nation on account of the purchase of said 
lands. The same to be paid in such sums and at such times 
and places as shall be requested by said delegates, and such 
requisition, when made, shall be taken and accepted as, and 
is, hereby declared to be the requisition of the proper 
authorities of the Muskogee Nation. 

SEC. 3. Be it further enacted: That this act shall take 

effect and be in force from and after its passage. 

Approved January ijlst, 1889. 

AN ACT authorizing requisition to be made for the pay­
ment of a portion of the amount that may be appropriated 
by Congress for payment to the Muskogee Nation and un­
der the agreement of January 19th, A. D. , 1889, for its 
interest in and to the land ceded to the United States by 
treaty of 1866. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the National Council of the 
Muskogee Nation : That the Principal Chief of the Musko­
gee Nation be, and he is, hereby authorized and directed, 
for, and on behalf of the Muskogee Nation to make requisi­
tion upon the proper authorities of the United States, in 
such form as may be required by such authorities, for the 
payment to Pleasant Porter , David M. Hodge and Espar-
hecher, the duly authorized delegates of the Muskogee 
Nation, or, in the event of the death or inability to act of 
any of them, then to the surviving member or members of 
them, of the sum of forty-two thousand one hundred and 
ninety-eight ($42,198) dollars out of the amount that may 
be appropiated by Congress, to be paid in monev to the 
Muskogee Nation on account of the purchase of the land 
ceded by the treaty of 1866, under the agreement of Jan­
uary 19th, A. D . , 1889, between Hon. Wra. F . Vilas, Sec­
retary of the Interior, and said delegates. The same to 
be paid in such sums and in such places as shall be requested 
by said delegates, and such requisition, when made, shall 
be taken and accepted as, and is, hereby declared to be the 
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requisition of the proper authorities of the Muskogee 
Nation. 

S E C . 2. Be it further enacted: That this act shall take 
effect and he in force from and after its passage. 

Approved February 1st, 1889. 

AN ACT to ratify and confirm a certain agreement made 
and entered into by and between the Muskogee Nation and 
Samuel J . Crawford. 

Whereas, The Muskogee or "Creek" Nation, by Pleas­
ant Porter , David M. Hodge and Esparhecher, delegates, 
duly appointed and empowered in that behalf, did on the 
eighth day of January, 1889, make, and enter into, a con­
tract with Samuel J . Crawford, of the City of Washington 
and District of Columbia, and employ him as its attorney, 
solicitor and counsel, to appear for and on behalf of the 
said Muskogee or " C r e e k " Nation, to assist in securing an 
equitable adjustment of the questions arisingfrom, or grow­
ing out of, the treaty of August 11th, 1866, between the 
United States and the Creek Nation of Indians, and also to 
assist in securing the said Nation a fair and reasonable com­
pensation for the lands ceded to the United States by said 
treaty ; now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
or " Creek" Nation: That the said contract made and en­
tered into by and between the said Pleasant Pol ler , David 
M. Hodge and Esparhecher, delegates as aforesaid, and 
Samuel J . Crawford, of the City of Washington, be, and 
the same is, hereby ratified, approved and confirmed; and, 

Be it further enacted: That the Principal Chief of the 
Muskogee or " C r e e k " Nation be, and he is, hereby author­
ized and empowered to attach a certified copy of this act 
to each original copy of the said contract. This act shall 
take effect and be in force from and after its passage. 

Approved January S ls t , 1889. 
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AN ACT to ratify and confirm a certain contract, made and 
entered into between the Muskogee or "Creek" Nation 
and Samuel J. Crawford. 

Whereas, The Muskogee or "Creek" Nation by L. C. 
Perryman and Fi-e-maht-la, delegates duly appointed to 
represent the Muskogee or "Creek" Nation at Washington, 
did on the 4th day of February, A. D. 1885, make and 
enter into a contract with Samuel J. Crawford, of the City 
of Washington and District of Columbia, and employ the 
said Samuel J . Crawford, as its attorney, solicitor and 
counsel, to appear for and on behalf of said Nation, to do 
and perform any and every proper thing necessary to be 
done in order to secure to said Muskogee or "Creek" 
Nation its just rights, privileges and immunities, under 
the said treaty of August 11th, 1866, and under any laws 
of Congress relating to said treaty, and the lands thereby 
ceded; now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee or 
" Creek" Nation: That the said contract, made and entered 
into, by and between the said L. C. Perryman, and Fi-e-
maht-la, delegates of the said Muskogee or "Creek" 
Nation as aforesaid, and Samuel J. Crawford, of the City 
of Washington, be, and is, hereby ratified, approved and 
confirmed; and, 

Be it further enacted: That the Principal Chief of the 
Muskogee Nation be, and is, hereby authorized and empow­
ered to attach a certified copy of this act to each original 
copy of the said contract. 

This act shall take effect and be in force from and after 
its passage. 

Approved January 31st, 1889. 
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A C T S A N D R E S O L U T I O N S O F T H E S P E C I A L 

C A L L SESSION O F T H E N A T I O N A L 

C O U N C I L O F J U N E 19th, 1889. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That: 

SECTION 1. The personal property of any citizen of this 
Nation who is not married, or the head of a family, in 
specific articles to be selected by such citizen, not exceeding 
in value the sum of two hundred ($200) dollars, in addition 
to his or her wearing apparel shall be exempt from seizure 
on attachment, or sale on execution, or other process from 
any court, issued for the collection of any debt by contract; 
provided, that no property shall be exempt for debts 
contracted for the purchase money therefor, while in the 
hands of the vendee. 

SEC. 2. The personal property of any citizen of this 
Nation who is married or the head of a family, in specific 
articles to be selected by such citizen, not exceeding in value 
the sum of five hundred ($500) dollars, in addition to his 
or her wearing apparel, and that of his or her family ; and 
also all household or kitchen furniture and fixtures, and all 
agricultural and horticultural and general farming imple­
ments, shall be exempt from seizure on attachment, or sale 
on execution, or other process from any court, on debt by 
contract. 

SEC. 3. It shall not be lawful to levy upon and sell, 
under any execution or decree, any improvement upon the 
public lands. 
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S E C . 4. The defendant in any execution in the hands of 
an officer to be levied shall make out under oath a list of the 
property he shall claim to be exempted, and deliver the 
same to such officer, who shall immediately release such 
property and return the same to the party defendant, or his 
lawful agent, and shall return such list of property of 
the party claimed as exempt with the execution. 

S E C . 5. The officer having such execution shall have 
power to swear the party to said list, or the same may be 
sworn to before any officer authorized by law to administer 
oaths. 

Approved June 21st, 1889. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That there be, and is, hereby appropriated out of 
the purchase money received for the Oklahoma lands, the 
sum of one million ($1,000,000) dollars, to be paid o u t ^ e r 
capita equally among the citizens of the Creek Nation. 

Be it further enacted: That in order to carry this act 
into effect the members of the Council are hereby authorized 
and directed to take a true and correct census of their 
respective towns and report same to the Principal Chief. 
And after all the rolls have been received by him, he shall 
make an estimate in round numbers as to the amount due 
each citizen, and shall issue warrants as per the said cen­
sus. 

Amended by inserting four hundred and ten thousand, 
fivehundred and seventy-three ($410,573.10) dollars and ten 
cents available funds, instead of $1,000,000 invested funds. 

Approved June 22d, 1889. 

Whereas, I t is the desire of the Creek people in order to 
relieve a pressing necessity and afford means for the 
improvement of their homes and farms, to withdraw from 
their invested funds the sum of four hundred thousand 
dollars ($400,000), to be paid out per capita among the 
Creek people. 
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Therefore, be it enacted by the National Council of the 
Muskogee Nation: That the Principal Chief, the National 
Treasurer, the President of the House of Kings, and the 
Speaker of the House of Warriors, are hereby authorized 
and directed, with full and plenary powers, to negotiate 
with any responsible national bank or banks, for the loan 
of the sum of four hundred thousand dollars ($400,000), 
and for the purpose of securing this amount of money, said 
parties shall have and are hereby vested with full and 
plenary powers to make, set over and convey for and on 
behalf of the Creek Nation, the sum of four hundred 
thousand dollars ($400,000) out of any funds secured to 
the Creek Nation by the United States Government under 
treaty stipulations of 1866, and bearing interest at the rate 
of five per cent, per annum. The said parties above-named 
shall secure said money upon the most favorable terms 
possible to the Creek Nation, and the said bank or banks 
advancing said amount in legal tender of the United States, 
shall have the right to demand and receive from the United 
States Government such Creek funds as may be relinquished, 
set over and conveyed to them as herein provided for; such 
conveyance to be made in such form and manner as shall be 
approved by the Secretary of the Interior and the President 
of the United States. And when such conveyance shall be 
made, then the Creek Nation shall be forever released and 
discharged from any further obligation on account of said 
loan. And when the Creek Nation shall make, set over and 
convey to said bank or banks the said sum in the manner 
and form, and for the purpose herein provided for the 
United States shall forever be released and discharged from 
any further obligation to the Creek Nation, on account of 
the said specific amount of its invested funds. 

Be it further enacted: That in order to carry this act into 
effect, the sum of one thousand five hundred dollars 
($1,500) be and is hereby appropriated out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Approved June 22d, 1889. 
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ACTS AND RESOLUTIONS OF THE NA­

TIONAL COUNCIL OF T H E MUSKOGEE 

NATION OF 1889. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That the act passed at the extra session of June, 
1889, appropriating four hundred thousand dollars ($400,-
000) to be paid out per capita, be and is hereby repealed. 

Approved October 3d, 1889. 

PASTURE LAW. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That any citizen, head of a family, engaged in 
the keeping or grazing of live stock in this Nation, shall for 
that purpose be entitled to enclose for his exclusive use, 
free of any manner of tax, one mile square of the lands of 
the public domain ; but such enclosures shall not intrude on 
the rights of any other citizen without his or her consent. 

Be it further enacted : That all persons who entered pas­
tures greater in extent than one mile square, prior to the 
passage of this act, are hereby permitted to occupy and use 
the same for the purpose of holding and grazing stock 
thereon, until the first day of May, 1890; at which date 
they are hereby required to raze and take down the fences 
forming the enclosure. 

Be it further enacted: That if the owner, or owners, of 
any pasture subject to removal under provisions of this act, 
shall fail to take down and remove, or make due and dili­
gent efforts to effect such removal, within ten days after 
the said first day of May, the Judge of the District wherein 
such pasture is located, shall cause his Light Horse Com-
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pany to take down the fences enclosing the same; and, if 
by reason of resistance offered by the owners of such en­
closures, they shall be unable to take such fences down, 
then it is hereby made the duty of the Principal Chief to 
call into service a sufficient number of the citizens of the 
district, who, under the direction of the Light Horse Cap­
tain, shall proceed to take the fences down as hereinbefore 
provided for. 

Be it further enacted: That when extensive pastures, 
greater in extent than one square mile, can be located on 
the borders of the Nation to the benefit of any neighbor­
hood, by affording protection against the influx of stock 
from adjoining nations the same may be located under the 
following conditions, to wi t : 

The Judge of the District shall be notified by any num­
ber of citizens of the district of their desire for the estab­
lishment of such protective pasture or pas tures ; he shall 
then give due notice to the people of the neighborhood of 
the time and place of a meeting of voters who, when so con­
vened, shall determine by vote or as they shall deem proper 
the question, whether or not, such pastures are needed. If 
it shall appear by a majority of persons of voting age of the 
neighborhood thus to be protected favor the establishment 
of such pastures it shall then be the duty of the Judge to 
let, or grant , only the privilege of holding and grazing stock 
on such lands to such citizens as may by contract bind 
themselves to build a substantial fence, of four or more 
strands of wire ; and to pay for said grazing privileges an 
amount, per acre per year, that shall not be less than five 
cents. The location of such tract , or tracts of land, as 
shall be occupied under the provisions of this act, shall be 
described in the body of the contract; which contract shall 
include all provisions necessary to insure and protect the 
interests of the Nation and the citizens thereof, and shall be 
in force for the period of three years, with the privilege of 
renewal. 
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Be it further enacted: That pastures, greater in area than 
one mile square, which have been enclosed prior to the en­
actment of this law, which operate already as a protection 
to any neighborhood or portion of country against the drift­
ing in of stock from surrounding countries, may remain 
unmolested, when the same shall be requested, as provided 
in the section next preceding. 

In such cases, however, the Judge is hereby directed to 
contract with the person owning the pastures, which con­
tract shall be subject to all the conditions imposed in the 
preceding section of this act. It is further required, that 
all pastures remaining intact, or which shall be built under 
the provisions of this act shall be provided on all sides with 
gates ten feet wide, at a distance of one or about one mile 
apart; and, if stock of any kind shall escape from such en­
closures and cause loss or damage to any citizen, it shall be 
the duty of the Judge of the District, when complaint is 
made, to proceed with two disinterested persons, and as­
sess the damages, which shall be paid the by owners or man­
agers of the pasture. 

Be it further enacted: That the Judge contracting with 
the owners of the pastures shall make collection of the tax 
of five cents per acre per year, as provided under this act, 
commencing his assessments from the date of contract, 
which he shall pay into the National Treasury on the first 
day of each quarter, beginning respectively with the months 
of January, April, July and October of each year. 

He shall also render to the National Council a full report 
of all moneys collected, together with receipts from the Na­
tional Treasurer ; and, if any owner of pastures shall fail to 
make any quarterly payment, or fail to comply with any 
of the obligations embraced in the contract with the Judge, 
then he shall forfeit all the franchises granted by the terms 
of this contract, and the District Judge shall so declare and 
enforce such forfeiture. 

Be it further enacted: That this act shall take effect from 
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and after its passage, and the Principal Chief is hereby 
authorized to furnish printed copies thereof to each District 
Judge, who shall distribute them to all interested parties. 

Approved October fith, 1889. 
L. C. PERRYMAN, 

Principal Chief. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation : That from and after the 5th day of December, 
1889, inclusive, the annual salary of the— 

National Treasurer shall be $500 00 
T h a t of the National Auditor shall be 500 00 
T h a t of the Distr ict Judge shall be 400 00 
That of the Prosecuting Attorney shall be 200 00 
T h a t of the Captain of Light Horse shall 'be 300 00 
T h a t of Private L igh t Horse shall be 275 00 

Adopted by striking out all, except the sections fixing the 
salaries of District Judges and Captain and Private Light 
Horse. 

Approved October 16th, 1889. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That the sum of seventy-six thousand four 
hundred and sixty-eight ($76,468.40) dollars and forty 
cents be, and is, hereby set apart annually, as the perma­
nent school fund of the Muskogee Nation. 

Be it further enacted : That never, at any time, or un­
der any circumstances, shall any appropriations be made 
by the National Council for educational purposes that 
shall exceed the amount set apart, and available as school 
funds, nor shall any sum, for any purpose, or at any time, 
be taken from the general funds for educational purposes. 

Be it further enacted: That all increase of schools, 
the creation of new mission schools, or any increase of 
expenditure on account of education, shall be appropriated 
for and paid out only of, the amount of $76,468.40 
hereby set apart as the permanent school fund of the Mus­
kogee Nation, which sum of $76,468.40 is made up of the 
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following sums per annum, which accrue to the Muskogee 
Nation. 

By Treaty of 1826 $ 1,710 00 
By Treaty of 1833 1,000 00 
By Treaty of 1856 10,000 00 
By Treaty of 1866 13,758 40 
By Treaty of 1889 50,000 00 

$76,468 40 
Approved October 16th, 1889. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That Marie E. Smith, Mary A. Crosbie, and their 
offspring, being half-blood Creek Indians, returned to the 
Creek Nation, and, under Creek law, entitled to Creek 
citizenship, be, and are, hereby recognized as bona fide 
citizens of the Creek Nation, and entitled to all the rights, 
privileges and immunities, and property interests as such. 

Approved October 22d, 1889. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That the Principal Chief be, and he is, hereby 
authorized and directed to appoint a committee of three 
citizens, whose duty shall be to enter into contract, on part 
of the Nation, with some competent architect and builder 
for the erection of a school building at Tullehassee Mission 
at a cost of not more than five thousand, five hundred 
($5,500) dollars, the building to be so arranged as to 
accommodate fifty pupils. The committee shall also have 
general supervisory care over the building while in course of 
erection and shall fully represent the Nation in all matters 
pertaining thereto. 

Be it further enacted: That the committee shall receive as 
their pay, thirty-three and one-third dollars each, which 
amounts shall be charged up to the school fund. 

Be it further enacted: That there be, and is, hereby 
appropriated, out of the school fund, the sum of five hun­
dred ($500) dollars, to be used in repairing Tullehassee 
Mission. 
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Be it further enacted: That there be, and is, hereby 
appropriated the sum of three thousand, five hundred 
($3,500) dollars, for the support of Tullehassee Manual 
Labor School for the scholastic year beginning Nov. 15th, 
1889, and ending Nov. 15th, 1890. 

Approved October 23d, 1889. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That the present outstanding indebtedness of the 
Nation and all appropriations made by the present term of 
Council for the current expense of the Government shall be 
paid by the first moneys coming into the National Treasury 
from any source whatever not otherwise appropriated. The 
National Treasurer is hereby authorized and directed to pay 
out all funds coming into the Treasury in accordance with 
the provisions of this act. 

Approved October 24th, 1889. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That 

SECTION 1. All persons who were born, or who may 
be hereafter born, beyond the limits of the Indian Terri­
tory, and may have heretofore been entitled to make appli­
cation for citizenship, on account of Indian blood or tribal 
adoption, and who have continuously resided beyond or 
outside of the jurisdictional limits of the Muskogee Nation 
for the period of twenty-one ^21) years, are hereby declared 
aliens, and not entitled to citizenship in the Muskogee 
Nation, or to any of the privileges thereof. 

S E C . 2. The minor children and descendants of such 
persons so debarred from citizenship and declared aliens, 
are hereby also excluded from citizenship in the Muskogee 
Nation, and from all the privileges thereof. 

SEC. 3 . All persons who have heretofore applied for 
citizenship in the Cherokee, Choctaw, Chickasaw or Sem­
inole Nation, and accompanied his application with declara­
tion to right to citizenship in such nations, by blood or 

18 
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adoption, is hereby declared an alien, and shall not lie 
entitled to citizenship in the Muskogee Nation, nor to the 
privileges thereof. 

Sec. 4. This act shall not apply to persons who have 
heretofore filed application for citizenship and where cases 
are now pending. 

SEC. 5. All acts, or parts of acts, inconsistent with the 
provisions of this act, are hereby repealed, this act to take 
effect and be in force from and after its passage. 

Approved October 26th, 1889. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskopee 
Nation: That John C. Barber, Robert T. Barber, Mary 
Vauns, Jos. Vauns, Geo. Vauns, Birdie Vauns, Babie 
Vauns, M. W. Oswalt and W. M. Oswalt be and are hereby 
declared citizens of the Muskogee Nation by reason of 
Creek blood. 

Approved October 30th, 1889. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That from and after the passage of this act, all 
officeraof this Nation, with the exception of the Executive 
and the Supreme Court, will not be furnished at the 
expense of the Government any printed letter heads or 
postal cards, printed or blank. 

Approved October 30th, 1889. 
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S U P R E M E C O U R T D E C I S I O N . 

SUPREME COURT ROOM, 

OKMULGEE, I. T., October 22d, 1881. 

• * * * It is held by the Court, that the Constitu­
tion makes the action or decision of this Court a finalty. 
To reopen any case, after a decision by this body, would 
defeat the design of the Constitution. * * • * 

D. N. MCINTOSH. 

* * * * The testimony of any person, whether re­
lated to the parties in suit or not, is admissible before any 
of the courts of this Nation. * * * * Circumstantial 
evidence is to be admitted in any of the courts of this 
Nation. JAMES FIFE. 
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C O M P A C T . 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee 
Nation: That the compact entered into between the Chero­
kee, Muskogee, Seminole, Osage, and other nations, on the 
fourth of June, 1870, at Okmulgee, Muskogee Nation, be 
and the same is hereby accepted and adopted. 

COMPACT. 

Whereas, The late war has extinguished our ancient 
council fires, and changed our positions in regard to each 
other ; and, 

Whereas, By solemn treaties we are assured by the Gov­
ernment of the United States that the lands we possess shall 
be the undisturbed home of ourselves and our posterity 
forever; therefore, 

We , the authorized representatives of the several nations, 
parties hereto, assembled around the great council fire at 
Okmulgee, Muskogee Nation, in order to preserve the ex­
istence of our race, to renew and cultivate just and friendly 
relations between our several communities, to secure to all 
their respective rights, and to promote the general welfare, 
do enter into the following compact: 

SECTION 1. Peace and friendship shall be forever main­
tained between the nations, parties to this compact, and 
their respective citizens. 

SEC. 2. Kevenge shall not be cherished, nor retaliation 
be practiced for offenses committed by individuals. 

SKC. 3 . To provide for the improvement of our people 
in agriculture, manufactories and other domestic arts 
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adapted to promote the comfort and happiness of our 
women and children, a fixed and permanent location on our 
own lands is an indispensable condition. In order, there­
fore, to secure these important objects, to jjrevent any fu­
ture removal, and to transmit to our posterity an unim­
paired title to the lands guaranteed to oui respective nations 
by the United States, we hereby pledge ourselves to each 
other solemnly that no nation, party to this compact, shall, 
without the consent of all the other parties, cede or in any 
manner alienate to the United States, or any railroad com­
pany or corporation, any part of their present domain 
within the limits of the Indian Territory, permanently 
guaranteed to them by the United States, except for the 
purposes and in the manner authorized by existing treaties 
between the United States and the respective nations, parties 
to this compact. 

SEC. 4. If a citizen of one nation commits willful mur­
der or other crime within the limits of another nation party 
hereto, he shall be subject to the same treatment as if he 
were a citizen of that nation. In cases of property stolen 
or taken by force or fraud, the property, if found, shall be 
restored to the owner, but if not found, the convicted per­
son shall pay the full value thereof. 

S E C 5. If a citizen of any nation, party to this com­
pact, shall commit murder or other crime, and flee from 
justice into the territory of any other nation party hereto, 
such criminal shall, on demand of the Principal Chief of 
the nation from which he fled, accompanied with reasonable 
proof of his guilt, be delivered up to the authorities of the 
nation having jurisdiction of the crime. 

SEC. 6. We hereby further agree, that if any one of our 
respective citizens shall commit murder or other crime upon 
the person of any other citizen in any place beyond the 
limits of our several territories, the person so offending 
shall be subject to the same treatment as if the offense had 
been committed within the limits of his own nation. 
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SEC. 7. Any citizen of one nation may be admitted to 
citizenship of any other nation party hereto, by consent of 
the proper authorities of said nation. 

SEC. 8. The use of ardent spirits being a fruitful source 
of crime and misfortune, we recommend its suppression 
within our respective limits, and agree that no citizen of 
one nation shall introduce it into the territory of any other 
nation party to this compact; and in case of such violation, 
he shall be dealt with according to the laws of the nation in 
which the offense was committed. 

SEC. 9. The Executive of any nation, deeming it neces­
sary to call the International Council, shall have the right 
to convene a general council of the parties to this compact. 

SEC. 10. Any nation or tribe who may wish to become a 
party to this compact, shall have the right to do so by sign­
ing the same through their proper authorities. 

SEC. 11. The articles in the foregoing compact shall be 
deemed binding on the parties when approved by their 
respective national councils. 
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C O M P A C T B E T W E E N T H E S E V E R A L T R I B E S 

O F T H E I N D I A N T E R R I T O R Y , 

A S A M E N D E D . 

SECTION 1. Whereas, By the solemn pledges of treaties 
we are assured by the Government of the United States 
that the lands we now possess shall be the undisturbed 
home of ourselves and our posterity forever; therefore, we, 
the authorized representatives of the several nations parties 
hereunto assembled in convention at Eufaula, I. T., in order 
to establish closer relations between our several nations, to 
enable us better to promote the general welfare of all the 
Indians and to preserve our lands and rights intact, do 
enter into the following compact : 

SEC. 2. Peace and friendship shall forever be maintained 
between the nations parties to this compact, and between 
their respective citizens. 

SEC. 3. Revenge shall not be cherished, nor retaliation 
practiced for offenses committed by individuals 

SEC. 4. To provide for the improvement of our people 
in agriculture, manufactures and other domestic arts 
adapted to promote the comfort and happiness of our 
women and children, a fixed and permanent location on our 
lands is an indispensable condition. 

In order, therefore, to secure these important objects, to 
prevent any future removal and to transmit to our posterity 
an unimpaired title to the lands guaranteed to our respec­
tive nations by the United States, we hereby solemnly 
pledge ourselves to each other, that no nation party to this 
compaet shall, without the consent of the other parties, 
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cede or in any manner alienate to the United States any 
part of their present territory. 

SEC. 5. If a citizen of one nation commits wilful mur­
der, or other crime, within the limits of another nation, 
party hereto, he shall be subject to the same treatment as 
if he were a citizen of that nation. 

SEC. 6. In cases of property stolen, or taken by force 
or fraud, the property if found, shall be restored to the 
owner ; but if not found, the convicted person shall pay the 
full value thereof. 

SEC. 7. If a citizen of any nation, party to this compact, 
shall commit murder or other crime, and flee from justice 
into the territory of another nation, party hereto, such 
criminal shall on demand of the Executive of the Nation 
from which he fled (accompanied with reasonable proof of 
guilt), be delivered up to the authorities of the nation 
having jurisdiction of the crime. 

SEC. 8. We hereby further agree: That if any one of 
our respective citizens shall commit murder, or other crime, 
upon the person of any other citizen of the same nation, in 
any place beyond the limits of our several nations, the per­
son so offending shall be subject to the same treatment as 
if the offense had been committed within the limits of his 
own nation. Provided, this section shall not apply to the 
Chectaws, Cherokees, Creeks, Chickasaw and Seminoles. 

SEC. 9. Any citizen of our nation may be admitted to 
citizenship in another nation, party hereto, by consent of 
the proper authorities of such nation. 

SEC. 10. The use of ardent spirits being a fruitful source 
of crime and misfortune, we recommend its suppression 
within our respective limits ; and agree that no citizen of 
one nation shall introduce it into the territory of any other 
nation, party to this compact. 

SEC. 11. That remedy at law for the recovery of any 
debts, or the enforcement of any contract, or to secure any 
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right or demand held by the citizen of one nation against 
a citizen of another nation, or a citizen of the same nation 
against another citizen residing in the other nation, shall be 
the same in all respects as between citizens within their own 
nation. The object of this provision being to open the 
courts of the nations, party to this compact, fully to the 
citizens of all the other nations. 

S E C . 12. The legislative authorities of the nations, par­
ties to this compact, may regulate by law the time, manner 
and conditions upon which the citizens of the other nations, 
parties to this compact, may be allowed to reside within its 
limits for the purpose of trade, stock raising, farming or 
other business, or pleasure, and certificates signed by the 
Principal Chief and attested by the seal of the nation to 
which the person availing himself of the benefits of any law 
regulating such privileges shall be taken and held as prima 
facie evidence of the citizenship of such person. 

SEC. 13. In cases of difficulty unfortunately arising 
between two or more tribes to this compact, it is agreed 
that the same shall be referred for settlement to the chief 
or chiefs of such nations as the parties differing may 
mutually agree upon, and the award of such arbitration shall 
be final and obligatory in character upon the parties. 

SEC. 14. This compact shall be obligatory on parties 
thereto when approved by the National Council of such 
nation. 

Resolved, That this Council when it adjourns do so to 
meet on the first Tuesday in June , 1887, unless sooner 
called together by the executives of the five_ civilized tribes. 

S. H . BENGE, Chairman. 

SAM GKAYSON, Clerk. 
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UNITED STATES STATUTES W H I C H AF­
FECT THE CITIZENS OF T H E 

MUSKOGEE NATION. 

UNITED STATES STATUTES—INDIAN AFFAIRS. 

SECTION 2064. Indian agents are authorized to take 
acknowledgments of deeds and other instruments of writing, 
and to administer oaths in investigations committed to them 
in Indian country, pursuant to such rules and regulations as 
may be prescribed for that purpose by the Secretary of the 
Interior, and acknowledgments so taken shall have the same 
effect as if taken before a justice of the peace. 

SEC. 2078. No person employed in Indian affairs shall 
have any interest or concern in any trade with the Indians, 
except for, and on account of, the United States, and any 
person offending herein shall be liable to a penalty of five 
thousand dollars, and shall be removed from his office. 

SEC. 2083. * * * * All purchases on account of 
Indians, and all payments to them * * shall be made 
by such person as the President shall designate for that 
purpose. 

SEC. 2087. No annuities, or moneys, or goods shall be 
paid or distributed to Indians while they are under the 
influence of any description of intoxicating liquor, nor 
while there are good and sufficient reasons leading the 
officers or agents, whose duty it may be to make such pay­
ments or distribution, to believe that there is any species of 
intoxicating liquor within convenient reach of the In­
dians. * * * 
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S E C . 2093. AH moneys received from the sale of lands 
that have been, or may be hereafter, ceded to the United 
States by Indian tribes, by treaties providing for the invest­
ment or payment to the Indians, parties thereto, of the 
proceeds of the lands ceded by them, respectively, after 
deducting the expenses of survey and sale, any sums stipu­
lated to be advanced, and the expenses of fulfilling any 
engagements contained therein, shall be paid into the 
Treasury in the same manner that moneys received from 
public lands are paid into the Treasury. 

SKC. 2094. All sums that are or may be required to be 
paid, and all moneys that are or may be required to be 
invested by the treaties mentioned in the preceding section, 
are appropriated in conformity to them, and shall be drawn 
from the Treasury as other public moneys are drawn there­
from, under such instructions as may from time to time be 
given by the President. 

S E C . 2095. All investments of stock that are or may be 
required by treaties with the Indians, shall be made under 
the direction of the Pres ident ; and special accounts of the 
funds under such treaties shall be kept at the Treasury, and 
statements thereof shall be annually laid before Congress. 

S E C . 2096. The Secretary of the Interior shall invest, 
in a manner which shall be in his judgment most safe and 
beneficial for the fund, all moneys that may be received 
under treaties containing stipulations for the payment to 
the Indians, annually, of interest upon the proceeds of 
lands ceded by them ; and he shall make no investment of 
such moneys, or of any portion, at a lower rate of interest 
than five per centum per annum. 

S E C . 2097. No funds belonging to any Indian tribe 
with which treaty relations exist, shall be applied in' any 
manner not authorized by such treaty, or by express pro­
visions of law. 

S E C . 2099. No moneys which may be appropriated for 
the purpose of education among the Indian tribes shall be 
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expended for any such object elsewhere than in Indian 
country. But this provision shall not apply to appropri­
ations the expenditure of which is authorized by treaty 
stipulations, to be made under the direction either of the 
President or of the Indian tribes, respectively. 

SEC. 2103. No agreement shall be made by any person 
with any tribe of Indians, or individual Indians, not citizens 
of the United States, for the payment or delivery of any 
money or other thing of value, in present or in prospective, 
or for the granting or procuring any privilege to him, or 
any other persons, in consideration of services for said 
Indians relative to their lands, or to any claims growing 
out of, or in reference to, annuities, installments or other 
moneys, claims, demands or things, under laws or treaties 
with the United States, or official acts of any officer thereof, 
or in any way connected with or due from the United 
States, unless such contract or agreement be executed and 
approved as follows: 

First.—Such agreement shall be in writing, and a dupli­
cate of it delivered to each party. 

Second.—It shall be executed before a judge of'a court 
of record, and bear the approval of the Secretary of the 
Interior, and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs indorsed 
upon it. 

Third.—It shall contain the names of all parties in 
interest, their residence and occupation ; and if made with a 
tribe, by their tribal authorities, the scope of authority, and 
the reason for exercising that authority, shall be given 
specifically. 

Fourth.—It shall state the time when and the place 
where made, the particular purpose for which made, the 
special thing or things to be done under it, and, if for the 
collection of money, the basis of the claim, the source from 
which it is to be collected, the amount or rate per centum 
of the fee in all cases, and if any contingent matter or con-
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dition constitutes a part of the contract or agreement, it 
shall be specifically set forth. 

Fifth.—It shall have a fixed limited time to run, which 
shall be distinctly stated. 

Sixth.—The Judge before whom such contract or agree­
ment is executed shall certify officially the time when and 
the place where such contract or agreement was executed 
and that it was in his presence, and who are the interested 
parties thereto, as stated to him at the t i m e ; the parties 
present making the same, the source and extent of authority 
claimed at the time by the contracting parties to make the 
contract or agreement, and whether made in person or by 
agent or attorney of either party or parties. 

Seventh.—All contracts or agreements, made in viola­
tion of this section shall be null and void, and all money or 
other thing of value paid to any person by any Indian or 
tribe, or any one else, for or on his or their behalf, on ac­
count of such services, in excess of the amount approved by 
the Commissioner and Secretary for such services, may be 
recovered by suit in the name of the United States, in any 
court of the United States, regardless of the amount in con­
troversy ; and one-half thereof shall be paid to the person 
suing for the same, and the other half shall be paid into the 
Treasury, for the use of the Indian or tribe by or for whom 
it was so paid. 

S E C . 2104. No money shall be paid to any agent or 
attorney by an officer of the United States under any such 
contract or agreement, other than the fees due him for 
sei-vices rendered thereunder ; buttbe moneys due the tribe, 
Indian or Indians, as the case may be, shall be paid by the 
United States, through its own officers or agents, to the 
party or parties entitled thereto, and no money or thing 
shall be paid to any person for services under such contract 
or agreement until such person shall have first filed with 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs a sworn statement, 
showing each particular act of service under the contract, 



190 United States Statutes. 

giving date and fact in detail, and the Secretary of the In­
terior and Commissioner of Indian Affairs shall determine 
therefrom whether, in their judgment such contract or 
agreement has been complied with or fulfilled; if so, the 
same may be paid, and if not, it shall be paid in proportion 
to the services rendered under the contract. 

SEC. 2105. The person so receiving such money contrary 
to the provisions of the two preceding sections, and his aid­
ers and abettors, shall, in addition to the forfeiture of such 
sum, be punished by imprisonment for not less than six 
months, and by a fine not less than one thousand 
dollars. And it shall be duty of all District Attorneys 
to prosecute such cases when applied to to do so, 
and their failure and refusal shall be ground for their 
removal from office. Any Indian Agent or other 
person in the employment of the United States, who shall, 
in violation of the provisions of the preceding section, ad­
vise, sanction, or in any way aid in the making of such 
contracts or agreements, or in making such payments as are 
here prohibited, shall, in addition to the punishment herein 
imposed on the person making such contract, or receiving 
such money, be, on conviction, dismissed from the service 
of the United States, and be forever disqualified from hold­
ing any office of profit or trust under the same. 

SEC. 2106. No assignment of any contracts embraced 
by Section 2103, or of any partof one shall be valid, unless 
the names of the assignees and their residences and occupa­
tions be entered in writing upon the contract, and the con­
sent of the Secretary of the Interior and the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs to such assignment be also indorsed 
thereon. 

SEC. 2108. The Secretary of the Interior is directed 
to cause settlements to be made with all persons ap­
pointed by Indian Councils to receive moneys due to in­
competent or orphan Indians, and to require all moneys 
found due to such incompetent, or orphan Indians, to be 
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returned to the Treasury; and all moneys so returned 
shall l»ear interest at the rate of six per centum per annum, 
until paid by order of the Secretary of the Interior 
to those entitled to the same. No money shall be paid to 
any person appointed by any Indian council to receive 
moneys due to incompetent or orphan Indians, but the same 
shall remain in the Treasury of the United States until 
ordered to be paid by the Secretary to those entitled to 
receive the same, and shall draw six per centum interest 
until so paid. 

SEC. 2111. Every person who sends any talk, speech, 
message or letter, to any Indian nation, tribe, chief or indi­
vidual, with an intent to produce a contravention or 
infraction of any treaty or law of the United States, or to 
disturb the peace and tranquility of the United States, is 
liable to a penalty of two thousand dollars. 

SEC. 2112. Every person who carries or delivers any 
talk, message, speech or letter, intended to produce a con­
travention or infraction of any treaty or law of the United 
States, or to disturb the peace and tranquility of the United 
States, knowing the contents thereof, to or from any Indian 
nation, tribe, chief or individual, from or to any person or 
persons whatever, residing within the United States, or 
from or to any subject, citizen or agent of any foreign 
power or State, is liable to a penalty of one thousand 
dollars. 

SEC. 2113. Every person who carries on a correspon­
dence, by letter or otherwise, with any foreign nation or 
power, with an intent to induce such foreign nation or 
power, to excite any Indian nation, tribe, chief or individual 
to war against the United States, or to the violation of any 
existing treaty ; or who alienates, or attempts to alienate, 
the confidence of any Indian or Indians from the Govern­
ment of the United States, is liable to a penalty of one 
thousand dollars. 
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SEC. 2114. The President is authorized to exercise gen­
eral superintendence and care over any tribe or nation which 
was removed upon an exchange of territory under authority 
of the act of May twenty-eighth, eighteen hundred and 
thirty: "To provide for an exchange of lands with the 
Indians residing in any of the States or Territories, and for 
their removal west of the Mississippi," and to cause such 
tribe or nation to be protected, at their new residence, 
against all interruption or disturbance from any other tribe 
or nation of Indians, or from any other person or persons 
whatever. 

SEC. 2115. Whenever it becomes necessary to survey 
any Indian or other reservations, or any lands, the same 
shall be surveyed under the direction and control of the 
General Land Office, and as nearly as may be in conformity 
to the rules and regulations under which other public lands 
are surveyed. 

SEC. 2116. No purchase, grant, lease, or other convey­
ance of lands, or of any title or claim thereto, from any 
Indian nation or tribe of Indians, shall be of any validity in 
law or equity, unless the same be made by treaty or con­
vention entered into pursuant to the Constitution. Every 
person who, not being employed under the authority of the 
United States, attempts to negotiate such treaty or Con­
vention, directly or indirectly, or to treat with any such 
nation or tribe of Indians, for the title or purchase of any 
lands by them held or claimed, is liable to a penalty of one 
thousand dollars. 

SEC. 2117. Every person who drives or otherwise con­
veys any stock of horses, mules or cattle, to range and feed 
on any land belonging to any Indian or Indian tribe, without 
the consent of such tribe, is liable to a penalty of one dollar 
for each animal of such stock. 

SEC. 2118. Every person who makes a settlement on 
any lands belonging, secured, or granted by treaty with the 
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United States to any Indian tribe, or surveys or attempts to 
survey such lands, or to designate any of the boundaries by 
marking trees or otherwise, is liable to a penalty of one 
thousand dollars. The President may, moreover, take such 
measures and employ such military force as (he) may judge 
necessary to remove any such person from the lands. 

S E C . 2126. In all trials about the r ight of property 
in which an Indian may be a party on one side and a white 
person on the other, the burden of proof shall rest upon the 
white person, whenever the Indian shall make out a pre­
sumption of title in himself from the fact of previous 
possession or ownership. 

T S E C . 2128. Any loyal person, a citizen of the United 
iStates, of good moral character, shall be permitted to trade 
with any Indian tribe, upon giving bond to the United 
States, in the penal sum of not less than five nor more than 
ten thousand dollars, with at least two good securities, to be 
approved by the superintendent of the district within which 
such person proposes to trade, or by the United States Dis­
trict Judge or District Attorney for the district in which the 
obligor resides, renewable each year, conditioned that such 
person shall faithfully observe all laws and regulations 
made for the government of trade and intercourse with the 
Indian tribes, and in no respect violate the same. 

S E C . 2129. No person shall be permitted to trade with 
any of the Indians in the Indian country, without a license 
therefor from a superintendent of Indian Affairs, or Indian 
Agent, or sub-agent, which licenses shall be issued for a 
term not exceeding two years for the tribes east of the 
Mississippi, and not exceeding three years for the tribes 
west of that river. • 

S E C . 2130. Any superintendent or agent may refuse an 
application for a license to trade, if he is satisfied that the 
applicant is a person of bad character, or that it would be 
improper to permit him to reside in the Indian country, or 
if a license, previously granted to such applicant, has been 

13 
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revoked, or a forfeiture of his bond has been decreed. 
But an appeal may be had from the agent or the superin­
tendent to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

SEC. 2131. The Superintendent of the district shall have 
power to revoke and cancel any license to trade within the 
Indian country whenever the person licensed has, in his 
opinion, transgressed any of the laws or regulations pro­
vided for the government of trade and intercourse with the 
Indian tribes, or whenever, in his opinion, it is improper to 
permit such person to remain in the Indian country. No 
trade with the tribes shall be earned on within their bound­
ary, except at certain suitable and convenient places, to be 
designated from time to time by the superintendent», agents 
and sub-agents, and to be inserted in the license. The 
person granting or revoking such licenses shall forthwith 
report the same to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for 
his approval or disapproval. 

S E C . 2132, The President is authorized, whenever in his 
opinion the public interest may require the same, to prohibit 
the introduction of goods, or of any particular article, into 
the country belonging to any Indian tribe, and to direct all 
licenses to trade with such tribe to' be revoked, and all appli­
cations therefor to be rejected. No trader to any other 
tribe shall, so long as such prohibition may continue, trade 
with any Indians of or for the tribe against which such pro­
hibition is issued. 

S E C . 2133. Any person, other than an Indian, who shall 
attempt to reside in the Indian country as a trader, or to 
introduce goods, or to trade therein without such license, 
shall forfeit all merchandise offered for sale to the Indians, 
or found in his possession, and shall moreover be liable to a 
penalty of five hundred dollars. 

S E C . 2134. Every foreigner who shall go into the Indian 
country without a passport from the Department of the 
Interior, Superintendent, Agent, or Sub-Agent of Indian 
Affairs, or officer of the United States commanding the 
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nearest military post on the frontiers, or who shall remain 
intentionally therein after the expiration of such passport, 
shall be liable to a penalty of one thousand dollars. Every 
such passport shall express the object of such person, the 
time he is allowed to i-eniain, and the route he is to travel. 

S E C . 2135. Every person, other than an Indian, who, 
within the Indian country, purchases or receives of any 
Indian, in the way of barter, t rade, or pledge, a gun, t rap, 
or other article commonly used in hunting, any instrument 
of husbandry, or cooking utensils of the kind commonly 
obtained by the Indians in their intercourse with the white 
people, or any article of clothing, except skins or furs, shall 
be liable to a penalty of fifty dollars. 

S E C . 2137. Every person, other than an Indian, within 
the limits of any tribe with whom the United States has 
existing treaties, who hunts or t raps, or takes and destroys 
any peltries or game, except for subsistence, in the Indian 
country, shall forfeit all the t raps, guns, and ammunition 
in his possession, used or procured to be used for that pur­
pose, and all peltries so taken,and shall be liable in addition 
to a penalty of five hundred dollars. 

S E C . 2138. Every person who drives or removes, except 
by authority of an order lawfully issued by the Secretary 
of War, connected with the movement or subsistence of 
troops, any cattle, horses, or other stock from the Indian 
country for the purpose of trade or commerce, shall be 
punishable by imprisonment for not more than three years, 
or by a fine of not more than five thousand dollars, or both. 

S E C . 2139. No ardent spirits shall be introduced, under 
any pretense, into the Indian country. Every person, ex­
cept an Indian, in the Indian country, who sells, exchanges, 
gives, barters, or disposes of any spirituous liquors or wine, 
to any Indian under the charge of any Indian superintendent 
or agent, or introduces, or attempts to introduce, any spir­
ituous liquors or wine into the Indian country, shall be 
punishable by imprisonment for not more than two years, 
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and by a fine of not more than three hundred dollars. But 
it shall be a sufficient defense to any charge of introducing 
or attempting to introduce liquor into the Indian country 
that the acts charged were done by order of or under 
authority from the War Department, or any officer duly 
authorized thereunto by the War Department. 

S E C . 2140. If any Superintendent of Indian Affairs, 
Indian Agent, or Sub-Agent, or commanding officer of a 
military post, has reason to suspect or is informed that any 
white person or Indian is about to introduce, or has intro­
duced, any spirituous liquor or wine into the Indian country 
in violation of law, such Superintendent, Agent, Sub-Agent, 
or commanding officer, may cause the boats, stores, pack­
ages, wagons, sleds, and places of deposit of such persons 
to be searched; and if any such liquor is found therein, the 
same, together with the boats, teams, wagons and sleds 
used in conveying the same, and also the goods, packages 
and peltries of such person shall be seized and delivered to 
the proper officer, and shall be proceeded against by libel in 
the proper court, and forfeited—one-half to the informer, 
and the other half to the use of the United States ; and if 
such person be a trader his license shall be revoked and his 
bond put in suit. I t shall moreover be the duty of any 
person in the service of the United States, or of any Indian, 
to take and destroy any ardent spirits or wine found in the 
Indian country, except such as may be introduced therein 
by the War Department. In all cases arising under this 
and the preceding section, Indians shall be competent wit­
nesses. 

S E C . 2141. Every person who shall, within the Indian 
country, set up or continue any distillery for manufacturing 
ardent spirits, shall be liable to a penalty of one thousand 
dollars ; and the Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Indian 
Agent, or Sub-Agent, within the limits of whose agency 
any distillery of ardent spirits is set up or continued, shall 
forthwith destroy and break up the same. 
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SEC. 2142. Every white person who shall make an 
assault upon an Indian or other person, and every Indian 
who shall make an assault upon a white person, within the 
Indian country, with a gun, rifle, sword, pistol, knife, or 
any other deadly weapon, with intent to kill or maim the 
person so assaulted, shall be punishable by imprisonment, 
at hard labor, for not more than five years, nor less than 
one year. 

S E C . 2143. Every white person who shall set fire, or 
attempt to set fire, to any house, out-house, cabin, stable, 
or other building, in the Indian country, to whomsoever 
belonging, and every Indian who shall set fire to any house, 
out-house, cabin j stable, or other building, in the Indian 
country, in whole or in part belonging to or in lawful pos­
session of a white person, whether the same be consumed 
or not, shall be punishable by imprisonment, at hard labor, 
for not more than twenty-one years, nor less than two 
years. 

S E C . 2144. The general laws of the United States, 
defining and prescribing punishments for forgery and for 
depredations upon the mails, shall extend to the Indian 
country. 

S E C . 2145. Except as to crimes the punishment of 
which is expressly provided for in this title, the general laws 
of the United States as to the punishment of crimes com­
mitted in anyplace within the sole and exclusive jurisdiction 
of the United States, except the District of Columbia, shall 
extend to the Indian country. 

S E C . 2146. The preceding section shall not be construed 
to extend to (crimes committed by one Indian against the 
person and property of another Indian, nor to) any Indian 
committing any offense in the Indian country who has been 
punished by the local law of the tribe, or to any cause 
where, by treaty stipulations, the exclusive jurisdiction over 
such offenses is, or may be, secured to the Indian tribes 
respectively. 
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S E C . 2147. The Superintendent of Indian Affairs, and 
the Indian Agents and Sub-Agents, shall have authority to 
remove from the Indian country all persons found therein 
contrary to law, and the President is authorized to direct 
the military force to be employed in such removal. 

S E C . 2148. If any person who has been removed from 
the Indian country, shall thereafter at any time return, or 
be found within the Indian country, he shall be liable to a 
penalty of one thousand dollars. 

S E C . 2149. The Commissioner of Indian Affairs is 
authorized and required, with the approval of the Secretary 
of the Interior, to remove from any tribal, reservation any 
person being therein without authority of law, or whose 
presence within the limits of the reservation may, in the 
judgment of the commissioner, be detrimental to the peace 
and welfare of the Indians ; and may employ for the pur­
pose such force as may be necessary to enable the agent to 
effect the removal of such persons. 

S E C . 2150. The military forces of the United States may 
be employed in such manner and under such regulations, as 
the President may direct. 

First.—In the apprehension of every person who may be 
in the Indian country in violation of law, and in conveying 
him immediately from the Indian country, by the nearest 
convenient and safe route, to the civil authority of the Ter­
ritory or Judicial District in which such person shall be 
found, to be proceeded against in due course by law. 

Second.—In the examination and seizure of stores, pack­
ages and boats authorized by law. 

Third.—In preventing the introduction of persons and 
property into the Indian country contrary to law; which 
persons and property shall be proceeded against according 
to law. 

Fourth.—And also in destroying and breaking up any 
distillery for manufacturing ardent spirits set up or con­
tinued within the Indian country. 
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S E C . 2151. No person apprehended by military force 
under the preceding section shall be detained longer than 
five days after arrest and before removal. All officers and 
soldiers who may have any such person in custody shall 
treat him with all the humanity which the circumstances 
will permit . 

S E C . 2152. The Superintendents, Agents and Sub-Agents 
shall endeavor to procure the arrest and trial of all Indians 
accused of committing any crime, offense or misdemeanor, 
and of all other persons who may have committed crimes or 
offenses within any State or Territory, and have fled into 
the Indian country, either by demanding the same of the 
chiefs of the proper tribe, or by such other means as the 
President may authorize. The President may direct the 
military force of the ^United States to be employed in the 
apprehension of such Indians, and also in preventing or 
terminating hostilities between any of the Indian tribes. 

S E C . 2154. Whenever, in the commission by a white 
person of any crime, offense or misdemeanor, within the 
Indian country, the property of any friendly Indian is 
taken, injured or destroyed, and a conviction is had for 
such crime, offense or misdemeanor, the person so convicted 
shall be sentenced to pay such friendly Indian to whom the 
property may belong, or whose person may be injured, a 
sum equal to twice the just value of the property so taken, 
injured or destroyed. 

S E C . 2155. If such offender shall be unable to pay a 
sum at least equal to the just value or amount, whatever 
such payment shall fall short of, the same shall be paid out 
of the Treasury of the United States. If such offender 
cannot be apprehended and brought to trial, the amount of 
such property shall be paid out of the Treasury. But no 
Indian shall be entitled to any payment out of the Treasury 
of the United States for any such property, if he, or any of 
the nation to which he belongs, have sought private revenge, 
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or have attempted to obtain satisfaction by any force or 
violence. 

S E C . 2156. If any Indian, belonging to any tribe in 
amity with the United States, shall, within the Indian 
country, take or destroy the property of any person lawfully 
within such country, or shall pass from the Indian country 
into any State or Territory inhabited by citizens of the 
United States, and there take, steal or destroy any horse 
or other property belonging to any citizen or inhabitant of 
the United States, such citizen or inhabitant, his represent­
ative, attorney or agent, may make application to the 
proper superintendent, agent, or sub-agent, who, upon f 
being furnished with the necessary documents and proofs, 
shall, under the direction of the President,make application 
to the nation or tribe to which such Indian shall belong for 
satisfaction ; and if such nation or tribe shall neglect or 
refuse to make satisfaction in a reasonable time, not exceed--^ 
iug twelve months, such superintendent, agent, or subTagenC 
shall make return of his doings to the Commissioner of ^ -N 
Indian Affairs, that such further steps may be taken as x 

shall be proper, in the opinion of the President, to obtain -
satisfaction for the injury. 

SEC. 2157. The superintendent, agents and sub-agents, 
within their respective districts, are authorized and empow­
ered to take depositions of witnesses touching any depreda­
tions within the purview of the three preceding sections, and 
to administer oaths to the deponents. 

S E C . 2434. The provisions of all the bounty land laws 
shall be extended to Indians in the same manner and to the 
same extent as to white persons. 

SEC. 4705. The widows of colored and Indian soldiers 
and sailors who have died, or shall hereafter die, by reason 
of wounds or injuries received, or casualty received, or dis­
ease contracted in the military or naval service of the United 
States, and in the line of duty, shall be entitled to receive 
the pension provided by law without other evidence of mar-
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riage than satisfactory proof that the parties were joined in 
marriage by some ceremony deemed by them obligatory, or 
habitually recognized each other as man and wife, and were 
so recognized by their neighbors, and lived together us such 
up to the date of enlistment, when such soldier or sailor 
died in the service, or, if otherwise, to date of death ; and, 
the children born of any marriage so proved shall be deemed 
and held to be lawful children of such soldier or sailor; but 
this section shall not be applicable to any claim on account 
of persons who enlist after the third day of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and seventy-three. 

S E C . 4714. Declarations of pension claimants shall be 
made before a court of record, or by some officer thereof 
having custody of its seal, said officer hereby being fully 
authorized and empowered to administer and certify any 
oath or affirmation relating to any pension or application 
therefor: Provided, that the Commissioner of Pensions 
may designate, in localities more than twenty-five miles 
distant from anyplace at which such a court is holden, per­
sons duly qualified to administer oaths, before whom declar­
ations may be made and testimony taken, and may accept 
declaration of claimants residing in foreign countries, made 
before a United States Minister or Consul, or before some 
officer of the country duly authorized to administer oaths 
for general purposes, and whose official character and signa­
ture shall be duly authenticated by certificate of a United 
States Minister or Consul; declarations in claims of Indians 
made before a United States Agent ; and declarations in 
claims under the provisions of this title relating to pensions 
for services in war of eighteen hundred and twelve, made 
before an officer duly authorized to administer oaths for 
general purposes, when the applicants, by reason of in­
firmity or age, are unable to t ravel ; provided, that any 
declaration made before an officer duly authorized to ad­
minister oaths for general purposes shall be accepted to 
exempt a claim from the limitation as to date of filing pre­
scribed in Section 4709. 
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AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR TO 

NEGOTIATE WITH THE CREEK INDIANS FOR THE CESSION OF 

A PORTION OF THEIR RESERVATION OCCUPIED BY FRIENDLY 

INDIANS. 

Whereas, by the third article of the treaty concluded 
with the Creek Indians, June fourteenth, eighteen hundred 
and sixty-six, said Indians ceded to the United States, for 
the settlement of friendly Indians and freedmen, the west 
half of their entire domain, to be divided by a line running 
North and South ; and, whereas, the recent survey of said 
line, made in conformity with the provisions of said treaty, 
includes within the limits of the Creek reservation, east of 
said line, some of the improvements made on a reservation 
selected on what was supposed to be the Creek ceded lands 
for the Seminole tribe of Indians, which reservation is pro­
vided for in their treaty of March first, eighteen hundred 
and sixty-six, and also some of the improvements of the 
Sacs and Foxes, of the Mississippi tribe of Indians, made 
on a reservation intended to be established in accordance 
with the provision of their treaty of February eighteenth, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-seven; and whereas, said im­
provements have been made upon said lands, by and for the 
aforesaid Indians, who have settled thereupon in good 
faith, in accordance with treaty stipulations ; and whereas, 
it is necessary, in order to secure these improvements to 
said Indians, and to secure them suitable reservations, that 
the lands occupied thereby should be granted to them; 
therefore, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled: 
That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he hereby is, 
authorized to negotiate with the aforesaid Creek Indians for 
the relinquishment to the United States of such portion of 
their country as may have been set apart, in accordance 
with treaty stipulations, for the use of the Seminoles, and 
the Sacs and Foxes, of the Mississippi tribe of Indians, re-
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spectively, found to be east of the line separating the Creek 
ceded lands from the Creek reservation, and also to negro-
tiate and arrange with said tribes for a final and permanent 
adjustment of their reservations; and the Secretary shall 
report the result to Congress. * * * * 

S E C . 15. That any Indian born in the United States, 
who is the head of a family, or who has arrived at the 
age of twenty-one years, and who has abandoned, or 
may hereafter abandon, his tribal relations, shall, on 
making satisfactory proof of such abandonment, under 
rules to be prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior, be 
entitled to the benefit of the act entitled " An act to secure 
homesteads to aetual settlers on the public domain," ap­
proved May twentieth, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, and 
the acts amendatory thereof, except that the provision of 
the eighth section of the said act shall not be held to apply 
to enteries made under this ac t ; provided, however, that 
the titles to lands acquired by any Indian by virtue hereof, 
shall not be subject to alienation or incumbrance, either by 
voluntary conveyance or the judgment, decree, or order of 
any court, and shall be and remain inalienable for a period 
of five years from the date of the patent issued therefor; 
provided, that any such Indian shall be entitled to his dis­
tributive share of all annuities, tribal funds, lands and other 
property, the same as though he had maintained his tribal 
relations ; and any transfer, alienation, or incumbrance of 
any interest he may hold or claim by reason of his former 
tribal relations shall be void. 

S E C . 16. That in all cases in which Indians have hereto­
fore entered public lands under the homestead law, and 
have proceeded in accordance with the regulations prescribed 
by the Commissioners of the General Land Office, or in 
which they may hereafter be allowed to so enter under said 
regulations prior to the promulgation of relations to be es­
tablished by the Secretary of the Interior, under the 
fifteenth section of this act, and in which the conditions 
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prescribed by law have been or may be complied with, the 
entries so allowed are hereby confirmed, and the patents 
shall be issued thereon ; subject, however, to the restric­
tions and limitations contained in the fifteenth section of 
this act in regard to alienation and incumbrance. 

AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE KANSAS AND ARKANSAS VALLEY 

RAILWAY TO CONSTRUCT AND OPERATE A RAILWAY THROUGH 

THE INDIAN TERRITORY, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled: 
That the Kansas and Arkansas Valley Railway, a corpora­
tion created under and by virtue of the laws of the State of 
Arkansas, be, and the same is, hereby invested and empow­
ered with the right of locating, constructing, owning, 
equipping, operating, using, and maintaining a railway and 
telegraph and telephone line through the Indian Territory, 
beginning at a point on the eastern line of said Territory at 
or near the City of Fort Smith, in the State of Arkansas ; 
thence running, by the most feasible and practicable route, 
in a northwesterly direction, through the Indian Territory, 
to such point on the northern boundary-line of said Terri­
tory between the Arkansas River in Cowley County and the 
Caney River in Chautauqua County, Kansas, as said corpor­
ation may select; also a branch line of railway to be 
constructed from the most suitable point on said main line 
for making a connection with a line of railroad of the 
Southern Kansas Railway Company terminating at or near 
Coffeyville, in the said State of Kansas, and at or near the 
southern boundary line thereof, and running thence from 
such suitable point on said main line in a northerly direction, 
and by the most feasible and practicable route, to the 
northern boundary line of said Indian Territory at or near 
Coffeyville aforesaid, with the right to construct, use, and 
maintain such tracks, turnouts and sidings as said company 
may deem it to their interest to construct along and upon 
the right of way and depot grounds herein provided for. 



United Slates Statutes. 205 

S E C . 2. That said corporation is authorized to take and 
use for all purposes of a railway, and for no other purpose, 
a right of way one hundred feet in width through said Indian 
Territory for said main line and branch of the Kansas and 
Arkansas Valley Railway, and to take and use a strip of land 
two hundred feet in width, with a length of three thousand 
feet, in addition to right of way, for stations, for every ten 
miles of road, with the right to use such additional ground 
where there are heavy cuts or fills as may be necessary for 
the construction and maintenance of the road-bed, not ex­
ceeding one hundred feet in width on each side of said right 
of way, or as much thereof as may be included in said cut 
or fill; provided, that no more than said addition of land 
shall be taken for any one station ; provided further, that 
no part of the lands herein authorized to be taken shall be 
leased or sold by the company, and they shall not be used 
except in such manner and for such purposes only as shall 
be necessary for the construction and convenient operation 
of said railroad, telegraph, and telephone lines ; and when 
any portion thereof shall cease to be so used, such portion 
shall revert to the nation or tribe of Indians from which the 
same shall have been taken. 

S E C . 3 . That before said railway shall be constructed 
through any lands held by individual occupants according 
to the laws, customs, and usages of any of the Indian na­
tions or tribes through which it may be constructed, full 
compensation shall be made to such occupants for all prop­
erty to be taken or damage done by reason of the construc­
tion of such railway. In case of failure to make amicable 
settlement with any occupant, such compensation shall be 
determined by the appraisement of three disinterested 
referees, to be appointed one (who shall act as Chairman) 
by the President, one by the Chief of the nation to which 
said occupant belongs, and one by said railroad company, who, 
before entering upon the duties of their appointment, shall 
take and subscribe, before a District Judge, Clerk of a Dis-
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trict Court, or United States Commissioner, an oath that 
they will faithfully and impartially discharge the duties of 
their appointment, which oath, duly certified, shall he 
returned with their award to and filed with the Secretary of 
the Interior, within sixty days from the completion thereof; 
and a majority of said referees shall be competent to act in 
case of the absence of a member, after due notice. And upon 
the failure of either party to make such appointment within 
thirty days after the appointment made by the President, 
the vacancy shall be filled by the District Judge of thecourt 
held at Fort Smith, Arkansas, or at Wichita, Kansas, upon 
the application of the other party. The Chairman of said 
board shall appoint the time and place for all hearings, 
within the nation to which such occupant belongs. Each of 
said referees shall receive for his services the sum of four 
dollars per day for each day they are engaged in the trial 
of any case submitted to them under this act, with mileage 
at five cents per mile. Witnesses shall receive the usual 
fees allowed by the courts of said nations. Costs, including 
compensation of the referees, shall be made a part of the 
award, and be paid by such railroad company. In case the 
referees cannot agree, then any two of them are authorized 
to make the award. Either party being dissatisfied with the 
finding of the referees shall have the right, within ninety 
days after the making of the award and notice of the same, 
to appeal by original j^etitiou to the District Court held at 
Fort Smith, Arkansas, or the District Court held at Wichita, 
Kansas, which court shall have jurisdiction to hear and de­
termine the subject-matter of said petition, according to the 
laws of the State in which the same shall be heard provided 
for determining the damage when property is taken for 
railroad purposes. If upon the hearing of said appeal the 
judgment of the court shall be for a larger sum than the 
award of the referees, the costs of said appeal shall be 
adjudged against the railway company. If the judgment 
of the court shall be for the same sum as the award of the 
referees, then the costs shall be adjudged against the ap-
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peliant. If the judgment of the court shall be for a 
smaller sum than the award of the referees, then the costs 
shall be adjudged against the party claiming damages. 
When proceedings have been commenced in court, the 
railway company shall pay double the amount of the award 
into court to abide the judgment thereof, and then have 
the right to enter upon the property sought to be con­
demned and proceed with the construction of the railroad. 

SEC. 4. The said railroad company shall not charge the 
inhabitants of said Territory a greater rate of freight than 
the rate authorized by the laws of the State of Arkansas for 
services or transportation of the same kind; provided, 
that passenger rates on said railway shall not exceed three 
cents per mile. Congress hereby reserves the right to 
regulate the charges for freight and passengers on said 
railway and messages on said telegraph and telephone lines, 
until a State government or governments shall exist in said 
Terri tory within the limits of which said railway, or a part 
thereof, shall be located ; and then such State government 
or governments shall be authorized to fix and regulate the 
cost of transportation of persons and freights within their 
respective limits by said railway; but Congress expressly 
reserves the right to fix and regulate at all times the cost of 
such transportion by said railway or said company when­
ever such transportation shall extend from one State into 
another, or shall extend into more than one State ; pro­
vided, however, that the rate of such transportation of 
passengers, local or interstate, shall not exceed the rate 
above expressed ; and provided further, that said railway 
company shall carry the mail at such prices as Congress 
may by law provide ; and until such rate is fixed by law the 
Postmaster-General may fix the rate of compensation. 

SEC. 5. That said railway company shall pay to the 
Secretary of the Interior, for the benefit of the particular 
nations or tribes through whose lands said main Hue and 
branch may be located, the sum of fifty dollars, in addition 
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to compensation provided for in this act for property taken 
and damages done to individual occupants by the construc­
tion of the railway, for each mile of railway that it may 
construct in said Territory, said payments to be made in 
installments of five hundred dollars as each ten miles of 
road is graded; provided, that if the General Council of 
either of the nations or tribes through whose lands said rail­
way may be located shall, within four months after the 
filing of maps of definite location as set forth in Section 6 
of this act, dissent from the allowance hereinbefore pro­
vided for, and shall certify the same to the Secretary of the 
Interior, then all compensation to be paid to such dissenting 
nation or tribe under the provisions of this act, shall be 
determined as provided in Section 3 for the determination 
of the compensation to be paid to the individual occupant of 
lands, with the right of appeal to the courts upon the same 
terms, conditions and requirements as therein provided ; 
provided further, that the amount awarded or adjudged to 
be paid by said railway company for said dissenting nation 
or tribe shall be in lieu of the compensation that said nation 
or tribe would be entitled to receive under the foregoing 
provision. Said company shall also pay, so long as said 
Territory is owned and occupied by the Indians, to the 
Secretary of the Interior, the sum of fifteen dollars per 
annum for each mile of railway it shall construct in the said 
Territory. The money paid to the Secretary of the 
Interior under the provisions of this act, shall be appor­
tioned by him, in accordance with the laws and treaties now 
in force among the different nations and tribes, according 
to the number of miles of railway that may be constructed 
by 3aid railway company through their lands ; provided, 
that Congress shall have the right, so long as said lands are 
occupied and possessed by said nations and tribes, to impose 
such additional taxes upon said railroad as it may deem just 
and proper for their benefit; and any Territory or State 
hereafter formed through which said railway shall have 
been established may exercise the like power as to such part 
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of said railway as may lie within its limits. Said railway 
company shall have the right to survey and locate i ts rail­
way immediately after the passage of this act. 

S E C . 6. The said company shall cause maps showing the 
route of its located lines through said Territory to be filed 
in the office of the Secretary of the Interior, and also to be 
filed in the office of the Principal Chief of each of the 
nations or tribes through whose lands said railway may be 
located ; and after the filing of said maps no claim for a 
subsequent settlement and improvement upon the right of 
way shown by said maps shall be valid as against said com­
pany ; provided, that when a map showing any portion of 
said railway company's located line is filed as herein pro­
vided for, said company shall commence grading said 
located line within six months thereafter, or such location 
shall be void; and said location shall be approved by the 
Secretary of the Interior in sections of twenty-five miles 
before construction of any such section shall be begun. 

SEC. 7. That the officers, servants and employes of 
said company necessary to the construction and manage­
ment of said road, shall be allowed to reside, while so 
engaged, upon such right of way, but subject to the pro­
visions of the Indian intercourse laws, and such rules and 
regulations as may be established by the Secretary of the 
Interior in accordance with said intercourse laws. 

S E C . 8. That the United States circuit and district 
courts for the Western district of Arkansas and the district 
of Kansas, and such other courts as may be authorized by 
Congress, shall have, without reference to the amount in 
controversy, concurrent jurisdiction over all controversies 
arising between said Kansas and Arkansas Valley Eailway 
and the nations and tribes through whose territory said rail­
way shall be constructed. Said courts shall have like 
jurisdiction, without reference to the amount in controversy, 
over all controversies arising between the inhabitants of 
said nations or tribes and said railway company; and the 

14 
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civil jurisdiction of said courts is hereby extended within 
the limits of said Indian Territory, without distinction as to 
citizenship of the parties, so far as may be necessary to 
carry out the provisions of this act. 

SEC.' 9. That said railway company shall build at least 
one hundred miles of its railway in said Territory within 
three years after the passage of this act, or the rights 
herein granted shall be forfeited as to that portion not 
built; that said railroad company shall construct and main­
tain continually all road and highway crossings and neces­
sary bridges over said railway wherever said roads and 
highways do now or may hereafter cross said railway's 
right of way, or may be by the proper authorities laid out 
across the same. 

SEC. 10. That the said Kansas and Arkansas Valley 
Railway shall accept this right of way upon the express 
condition, binding upon itself, its successors and assigns, 
that they will neither aid, advise, nor assist in any effort 
looking toward the changing or extinguishing the present 
tenure of the Indians in their land, and will not attempt to 
secure from the Indian nations any further grant of land, 
or its occupancy, than is hereinbefore provided ; provided, 
that any violation of the condition mentioned in this section 
shall operate as a forfeiture of all the rights and privileges 
of said railway company under this act. 

SEC. 11. That all mortgages executed by said railway 
company conveying any portion of its railroad, with its 
franchises, that maybe constructed in said Indian Territory, 
shall be recorded in the Department of the Interior, and the 
record thereof shall be evidence and notice of their execu­
tion, and shall convey all rights and property of sai 
company as therein expressed. 

SEC. 12. That Congress may at any time amend, add 
to, alter, or repeal this act. 
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SEC. 13. And the right of way herein and hereby 
granted shall not be assigned or transferred in any form 
whatever prior to the construction and completion of the 
road except as to mortgages or other liens that may be 
given or secured thereon to aid in the construction thereof. 

Approved June 1, 1886. 
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FORMER TREATIES. 

Those portions of former treaties with the United States 

not superseded nor suppressed by treaty of 1866. 

ARTICLE IV. 

* * * The United States will cause the sura of one 
thousand five hundred dollars to be paid annually to the 
said Creek Nation. 

Proclaimed August 13th, 1790. 

ARTICLE II . 

The Commissioners of the United States, for and in con­
sideration of the foregoing concession on the part of the 
Creek Nation, and in full satisfaction for the same, do cov­
enant and agree with said Nation, in behalf of the United 
States, that the said States shall pay to said Nation annual­
ly, and every year, the sum of three thousand dollars. * * * * 

Proclaimed January 11th, 1803. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The United States agree to pay to the said Nation an 
additional perpetual annuity of twenty thousand dollars. 

Proclaimed January 24th, 1826. 

ARTICLE I. 

The Creek tribe of Indians cede to the United States all 
their land east of the Mississippi River. 
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ARTICLE II. 

The United States engage to survey the said land as 
soon as the same can be conveniently done after the rati­
fication of this treaty, and when the same is surveyed to al­
low ninety principal chiefs of the Creek tribe to select one 
section each, and every other head of a Creek family to 
select one-half section each, which tracts shall be reserved 
from sale for their use for a term of five years, unless 
sooner disposed of by them. A census of these persons 
shall be taken under the direction of the President, and the 
selections shall be made so as to include the improvements 
of each person within his selection, if the same can be so 
made, and if not, then all the persons belonging to the 
same town, entitled to selections, and who can not make the 
same so as to include their improvements, shall take them 
in one body in a proper form. And twenty sections shall 
be selected under the direction of the President, for orphan 
children of the Creeks, and divided and retained or sold for 
their benefit, as the President may direct; provided, how­
ever, that no selections or locations under this treaty shall 
be so made as to include the agency reserve. 

ARTICLE III. 

These tracts may be conveyed by the persons selecting 
the same to any other persons for a fair consideration, in 
such manner as the President may direct. * * * A 
title shall be given by the United States on the completion 
of the payment. 

ARTICLE IV. 

At the end of five years, all the Creeks entitled to these 
selections, and desirous of remaining, shall receive patents 
therefor, in fee simple, from the United States. 
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ARTICLE XIV. 

The Creek country west of the Mississippi shall be sol­
emnly guaranteed to the Creek Indians, nor shall any State 
or Territory ever have a right to pass laws for the govern­
ment of such Indians, but they shall be allowed to govern 
themselves, so far as may be compatible with the general 
jurisdiction which.Congress may think proper to exercise 
over them. And the United States will also defend them 
from the unjust hostilities of other Indians, and will also, 
as soon as the boundaries of the Creek country west of the 
Mississippi are ascertained, cause a patent or grant to be 
executed to the Creek tribe, agreeable to the 3d section of 
the act of Congress of May 2d (28), 1830, entitled "An act 
to provide for an exchange of lands with the Indians resid­
ing in any of the States or Territories, and for their removal 
west of the Mississippi." 

Proclaimed April 4th, 1832. 

ARTICLE III . 

The United States will grant a patent in fee simple to the 
Creek Nation of Indians for the land assigned said Nation 
by this treaty or Convention, whenever the same shall have 
been ratified by the President and Senate of the United 
States ; and the right thus guaranteed by the United States 
shall be continued to said tribe of Indians so long as they 
shall exist as a Nation, and continue to occupy the country 
hereby assigned to them. 

ARTICLE V. 

As an evidence of the kind feeling of the United States 
toward the Muskogee Indians, and as a testimonial of the 
(their) gratification with the present amicable and satis­
factory adjustment of their difficulties with the Chero-
kees, experienced by the Commissioners, they agree, on 



Former Treaties. 215 

behalf of the United States, to furnish to the Creek In­
dians west of the Mississippi one blacksmith and one 
wheelwright or wagonmaker, as soon as they may be 
required by the Nation, in addition to those already 

m employed ; also to erect shops and furnish tools for the 
same, and supply the smith shops with one ton of iron 
and two hundred and fifty pounds of steel each, and 
allow the said Creek Indians annually, for education pur­
poses, the sum of $1,000, to be expended under the direc­
tion of the President of the United States ; the whole of the 
above grants to be continued so long as the President may 
consider them conducive to the interest and welfare of the 
Creek Indians. * * * * 

Proclaimed April 12th, 1834. 

ARTICLE IV. 

* * * I t is further agreed that all the education 
funds of the Creeks, including the annuities above named, 
the annual allowance of one thousand dollars provided in the 
treaty of 1833, and also all balances of appropriations for 
education annuities that m a y b e due from the United States, 
shall be expended in their own country for the support of 
a manual labor school in the Canadian District, and of an­
other in the Arkansas District; provided, that the Presi­
dent does not object to such application of the annuities 
above named,, granted in the treaties of 1832 and 1833. 
And it is also agreed, that in the management of such school 
the wishes of the Creek Council shall be consulted. 

Proclaimed March 2d, 1839. 

ARTICLE I I . 

The following shall constitute and remain the boundaries 
of the Creek country, viz. : Beginning at the mouth of the 
north fork of the Canadian River, and running northerly 
four miles, thence running a straight line so as to meet a 
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line drawn from the south bank of the Arkansas River, 
opposite to the east or lower bank of the Grand River, at 
its junction with the Arkansas, and which runs a course 
south forty-four deg. west, one mile to a post placed in 
the ground, thence along said line to the Arkansas and up 
the same to the Verdigris River, to where the old territorial 
line crosses i t ; thence along said line north to a point twen­
ty-five miles from the Arkansas River, where the old terri­
torial line crosses the same ; thence running west with the 
southern line of the Cherokee country to the north fork of 
the Canadian River; * * * thence down said north 
fork to where the eastern boundary line of the said cession 
to the Seniinoles strikes the same ; thence, with that line, 
due south to the Canadian River, at the mouth of the Ock-
hi-appo or Pond Creek, and thence down said Canadian 
River to the place of beginniug. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The United' States do hereby solemnly agree and bind 
themselves, that no State or Territory shall ever pass laws 
for the government of the Creek or Seminole tribes of In­
dians, and that no portion of either of the tracts of country 
defined in the first and second articles of this agreement 
shall ever be embraced or included within or annexed to 
any Territory or State; nor shall either, or any part of 
either, ever be erected into a Territory without the full and 
free consent of the legislative authority of the tribe owning 
the same. 

ARTICLE V. 

The Creek Indians do hereby absolutely and forever quit­
claim and relinquish to the United States all their right, 
title and interest in and to any lands heretofore owned or 
claimed by them, whether east or west of the Mississippi 
River, and any and all claim for or on account of any such 
lands, except those embraced within the boundaries de-



Former Treaties. 217 

scribed in the second article of this agreement; and it doth 
also, in like manner, release and fully discharge the United 
States from all other claims and demands whatsover which 
the Creek Nation or any individuals thereof may have 
against the United States, excepting only such as are 
particularly or in terms provided for and secured to them by 
the provisions of existing treaties and laws, which are as 
follows, viz.: Permanent annuities in money, amounting to 
twenty-four thousand five hundred ($24,500) dollars, secured 
to them by the fourth article of the treaty of August seventh, 
seventeen hundred and ninety, the second article of the treatj' 
of June sixteenth, eighteen hundred and two, and the fourth 
article of the treaty of January twenty-fourth, eighteen 
hundred and twenty-six ; permanent provision for a wheel­
wright, a blacksmith and an assistant; blacksmith shop and 
tools, and for iron and steel, under the eighth article of the 
last-mentioned treaty, and costing annually one thousand 
seven hundred and ten dollars; two thousand dollars per 
annum, during the pleasure of the President, for assistance 
in agricultural operations, under the same treaty and arti­
cle ; * * * one thousand dollars per annum, dur­
ing the pleasure of the President, for the same object (edu­
cational), under the fifth article of the treaty of February 
fourteenth, eighteen hundred and thirty-three ; services of 
a wagonmaker, blacksmith and assistant, shop and tools, 
iron and steel, during the pleasure of the President, under 
the same treaty and article, and costing one thousand seven 
hundred and ten dollars annually. * * * The fol­
lowing shall also be excepted from the foregoing quitclaim, 
relinquishment, release and discharge, viz. : The fund cre­
ated and held in trust for Creek orphans, under the second 
article of the treaty of March twenty-fourth, eighteen hun­
dred and thirty-two ; the right of such individuals among 
the Creeks, as have not received it to the compensation in 
money provided for by act of Congress, March third, eigh­
teen hundred and thirty-seven, in lieu of reservations of 
land to which they were entitled, but which were not se-
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cured to them under the said treaty of eighteen hundred 
and thirty-two ; the right of the reservees under the same 
treaty, who did not dispose of their reservations, to the 
amounts for which they have been or may be sold by the 
United States ; and the right of any such members of the 
tribe to military bounty lauds as are entitled thereto under 
existing laws of the United States. The right and interest 
of the Creek Nation and people in and to the matters and 
things so excepted, shall continue and remain the same as 
though this Convention bad never been entered into. 

ARTICLE VI. 

In consideration of the foregoing quitclaim, relinquish­
ment, release and discharge, and of a cession of a country 
for the Seminole Indians, contained in the first article of 
this agreement, the United States do hereby agree and stip­
ulate to allow and pay the Creek Nation the sum of one mil­
lion of dollars, which shall be invested and paid as follows, 
viz. : Two hundred thousand dollars shall be invested in 
some safe stocks, paying an interest of at least five per 
cent, per annum, which interest shall be regularly and faith­
fully applied to purposes of education among the Creeks ; 
four hundred thousand dollars to be paid per capita, under 
the direction of the General Council of the Creek Nation, to 
individuals and members of said Nation [except such por­
tion as they shall, by order of said National Council, direct 
to be paid to the Treasurer of said Nation, for any specified 
national object not exceeding ( $100,000) one hundred thous­
and dollars], as soon as practicable after the ratification of 
this agreement; and two hundred thousand dollars shall be 
set apart, to be appropriated and paid as follows, viz. : ten 
thousand dollars to be equally distributed and paid to those 
individuals and their heirs who, under the act of Congress 
of March third, eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, have 
received money in lieu of reservations of land to which they 
were entitled, but which were not secured to them under 
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the treaty of March twenty-fourth, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-two ; one hundred and twenty thousand dol­
lars to be equally and justly distributed and paid, under 
the direction of the General Council, to those Creeks or 
their descendants who emigrated west of the Mississippi 
River prior to said treaty of eighteen hundred and 
thir ty-two, and to be in lieu of and full compensation 
for the claim of such Creeks to an allowance equivalent 
to the reservation granted to the Eastern Creeks by that 
t reaty , and seventy thousand dollars, for the adjustment and 
fi nal settlement of such other claims of individual Creek 
Indians, as may be found to be equitable and just by the 
General Council of the Nat ion; provided, however, that no 
p a r t of the three last-mentioned sums shall be allowed or 
paid to any other person or persons whatsoever than those 
•who are actual and bona fide members of the Creek Nation, 
and belonging respectively to the three classes of claimants 
designated ; said sums to be remitted and paid as soon as 
practicable after the General Council shall have ascertained 
and designated the persons entitled to share therein. And 
provided further, that any balance of the said sum of 
seventy thousand dollars, which may be found not to be 
actually necessary for the adjustment and settlement of the 
claim for which it is set apart, shall belong to the Nation, 
and be applied to such object or objects of utility or neces­
sity as the General Council shall direct. The remaining 
sum of two hundred thousand dollars shall be retained by 
the United States until the removal of the Seminole In­
dians, now in Florida, to the country west of the Mississippi 
River, herein provided for their tribe ; whereupon the same, 
with interest thereon at 5 per cent, from the date of the 
ratification of this agreement, shall be paid over to or in­
vested for the benefit of the Creek Nation, or to be used 
and applied only for such objects or purposes of a strictly 

* national or beneficial character as the interests and welfare 
of the Creek people shall actually require. 
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ARTICLE VII. 

It being the desire of the Creeks to employ their own 
teachers, mechanics and farmers, all of the funds secured 
to the Nation for educational, mechanical and agricultural 
purposes, shall, as the same shall become annually due, be 
paid over by the United States to the Treasurer of the 
Creek Nation ; and the annuities in money due the Nation 
under former treaties shall also be paid to the same officer, 
whenever the General Council shall so direct. 

ARTICLE XIII. 

The officers and people of each of the tribes of Creeks and 
Seminoles shall, at all times, have the right of safe conduct 
and free passage through the lands and territory of the 
other. The members of each shall have the right freely to 
settle within the country of the other, and shall thereupon 
be entitled to all the rights, privileges and immunities of 
members thereof, except that no member of either tribe 
shall be entitled to participate in any funds belonging to the 
other tribe. Members of each tribe shall have the right to 
institute and prosecute suits in the courts of the other, un­
der such regulations as may, from time to time, be pre­
scribed by their respective legislatures. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

Auy persou duly charged with a criminal offense against 
the laws of either the Creek or Seminole tribe, and escaping 
into the jurisdiction of the other, shall be promptly sur­
rendered upon the demand of the proper authority of the 
tribe within whose jurisdiction the offense shall be alleged 
to have been committed. 

ARTICLE XV. 

So far as may be compatible with the Constitution of 
the United States, and the laws made in pursuance 
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thereof, regulating trade and intercourse with the Indian 
tribes, the Creeks and Seminoles shall be secured in the 
unrestricted right of self-government, and full jurisdiction 
over persons and property, within their respective 
limits, excepting, however, all white persons, with their 
property, who are not, by adoption or otherwise, mem­
bers of either the Creek or Seminole t r ibe ; and all per­
sons not being members of either tribe, found within 
their limits, shall be considered intruders, and be removed 
from and kept out of the same by the United States agents 
for said tribes, respectively (assisted, if necessary, by the 
mili tary), with the following exceptions, viz: Such individ­
uals, with their families, as may be in the employment of 
the Government of the United States ; all persons peaceably 
traveling or temporarily sojourning in the country, or trad­
ing therein under license from the proper authority of the 
United Sta tes ; and such persons as may be permitted by 
the Creeks or Seminoles, with the assent of the proper 
authorities of the United States, to reside within their 
respective limits without becoming members of either of 
said tribes. 

ARTICLE XVI . 

The Creeks and Seminoles shall promptly apprehend and 
deliver up all persons accused of any crime against the laws 
of the United States, or any State thereof, who may be 
found within their limits, on demand of any proper officer 
of a State or of the United States. 

ARTICLE XVII . 

All persons licensed by the United States to trade with 
the Creeks or Seminoles shall be required to pay to the 
tribe within whose country they trade a moderate annual 
compensation for the land and timber used by them, the 
amount of such compensation, in each case, to be|assessed 
by the proper authorities of said tribe, subject to the 
approval of the United States Agent therefor. 
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ARTICLE XVIII. 

The United States shall protect the Creeks and Seminoles 
from domestic strife, from hostile invasion, and from 
aggression by other Indians and white persons, not subject 
to their jurisdiction and laws ; and for all injuries resulting 
from such invasion or aggression full indemnity is hereby 
guaranteed to the party or parties injured out of the 
Treasury of the United States, upon the same principle and 
according to the same rules upon which white persons are 
entitled to indemnity for injuries or aggression upon them, 
committed by Indians. 

ARTICLE XIX. 

The United States shall have the right to establish and 
maintain such military posts, military and post roads, and 
Indian agencies, as may be deemed necessary within the 
Creek and Seminole country, but no greater quantity of 
land or timber shall be used for said purposes than shall be 
actually requisite ; and if, in the establishment or mainten­
ance of such posts, roads or agencies, the property of any 
Creek or Seminole be taken, destroyed or injured, or any 
property of either Nation, other than land or timber, just 
and adequate compensation shall be made by the United 
States Such persons as are or may be in the employment 
of the United States, in any capacity, civil or military, or 
subject to the jurisdiction and laws of the Creeks and Sem­
inoles, shall be permitted to farm or raise stock within the 
limits of said military posts or Indian agencies ; and no 
offender against the laws of either of said tribes shall be 
permitted to take refuge therein. 

ARTICLE XX. 

The United States, or any incorporated company, shall 
have the right of way for railroads, or lines of telegraphs, 
through the Creek and Seminole countries; but in the case 
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of any incorporated company, it shall have such right of 
way only upon such terms and payment of such amount to 
the Creeks and Seminoles, as the case may be, as may 
be agreed upon between it and the National Council 
thereof, or in case of disagreement by making full 
compensation, not only to individual parties injured, 
but also to the tribes for the right of way, all damage 
and injury done to be ascertained and determined in 
such manner as the President of the United States shall 
direct; and the right of way granted by either of said tribes 
for any railroad shall be perpetual, or for such shorter term 
as the same may be granted, in the same manner as if there 
were no reversion of their lands to the United States pro­
vided for, in case of abandonment by them, or of extinction 
of their tribes. 

ARTICLE XXI. 

The United States will cause such portions of the bound­
aries of the Creek and Seminole countries as do not consist 
of well-defined natural boundaries to be surveyed and 
permanently marked and established. The Creek and 
Seminole General Councils may each appoint a commission 
from their own people to attend to the running of their 
respective boundaries, whose expense and a reasonable 
allowance for their time and services, while engaged in such 
duty, shall be paid by the United States. 

Proclaimed August 28th, 1856. 
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TREATY. 

Treaty with the United Statesof America, concluded June 
14th, 1866; ratification advised, with amendments, July 
19th, 1866 ; amendments accepted July 23d, 1866. 

AKTICLE I. 

There shall be perpetual peace and friendship between 
the parties to this treaty, and the Creeks bind themselves to 
remain firm allies and friends of the United States, and 
never to take up arms against the United States, but always 
faithfully to aid in putting down its enemies. They also 
agree to remain at peace with all other Indian tribes, and in 
return the United States guarantees them quiet possession 
of their country, and protection against hostilities on the 
part of other tribes. In the event of hostilities, the United 
States agree that the tribe commencing and prosecuting the 
same shall, as far as practicable, make just reparation 
therefor. To insure this protection the Creeks agree to a 
military occupation of their country at any time by the 
United States, and the United States agree to station and 
continue in said country, from time to time, at its own ex­
pense, such force as may be necessary for that purpose. 

A general amnesty of all past offenses against the 
laws of the United States, committed by any member of 
the Creek Nation, is hereby declared. And the Creeks, 
anxious for the restoration of kind and friendly feelings 
among themselves, do hereby declare an amnesty for all 
past offenses against their government, and no Indian or 
Indians shall be proscribed, or any act of forfeiture or 
confiscation passed against those who have remained 
friendly to, or taken up arms against, the United States, 
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but they shall enjoy equal privileges with other members of 
said t r ibe ; and all laws heretofore passed inconsistent here­
with are hereby declared inoperative. 

ARTICLE I I . 

The Creeks hereby covenant and agree that henceforth 
neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, otherwise than in 
the punishment of crimes, whereof the parties have been 
duly convicted, in accordance with laws applicable to all 
members of said tribe, shall ever exist in said Nation ; and 
inasmuch as there are among the Creeks many persons of 
African descent, who have no interest in the soil, it is stip­
ulated that hereafter these persons, lawfully residing in 
said Creek country, under their laws and usages, or who 
have been thus residing in said country, and may return 
within one year from the ratification of this treaty, and 
their descendants and such others of the same race as may 
be permitted by the laws of said Nation to settle within the 
limits of the jurisdiction of the Creek Nation as citizens 
[ thereof] , shall have and enjoy all the rights and privileges 
of native citizens, including an equal interest in the soil and 
national funds; and the laws of said Nation shall be equally 
binding upon and give equal protection to all such persons, 
and all others, of whatsoever race or color, who may be 
adopted as citizens or members of said tribe. 

ARTICLE III . 

In compliance with the desire of the United States to 
locate other Indians and t'reedmeu thereon, the Creeks 
hereby cede and convey to the United States, to be sold to 
and used as homes for such other civilized Indians as the 
United States may choose to settle thereon, the west half 
of their entire domain, to be divided by a line running 
north and south ; the eastern half of said Creek lands being 
retained by them, shall, except as herein otherwise stipu­
lated, be forever set apart as a home for said Creek Nation ; 
and in consideration of said cession of the west half of their 

i s 



226 Treaty with the United States. 

lands, estimated to contain three millions two hundred and 
fifty thousand five hundred and sixty acres, the United 
States agrees to pay the sum of thirty (30) cents per acre, 
amounting to nine hundred and seventy-five thousand one 
hundred and sixty-eight dollars, in the manner hereinafter 
provided, to wit : Two hundred thousand dollars to be paid 
per capita in money, unless otherwise directed by the Pres­
ident of the United States, upon the ratification of this 
treaty, to enable the Creeks to occupy, restore andimjn-ove 
their farms, and to make their Nation independent and self-
sustaining, and to pay the damages sustained by the Mission 
schools on the North Fork and the Arkansas Rivers, not to 
exceed two thousand dollars, and to pay the delegates such 
per diem as the Agent and Creek Council may agree upon as 
a just and fair compensation ; all of which shall be distrib­
uted for that purpose by the Agent, with the advice of the 
Creek Council, under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Interior One hundred thousand dollars shall be paid [in 
money and divided] to soldiers that enlisted in the Federal 
army, and the loyal refugee Indians and freedmen who 
were driven from their homes by the rebel forces, to 
reimburse them in proportion to their respective losses; 
four hundred thousand dollars to be paid [in money and 
divided] per capita to said Creek Nation, unless otherwise 
directed by the President of the United States, under the 
direction of the Secretary of the Interior, as the same may 
accrue from the sale of land to other Indians. The United 
States agree to pay to said Indians, in such manner and for 
such purposes as the Secretary of the Interior may direct, 
interest at the rate of five per cent, per annum from the 
date of the ratification of this treaty, on the amount here­
inbefore agreed upon for said ceded lands, after deducting 
the said two hundred thousand dollars; the residue, two 
hundred and seventy-five thousand one hundred and sixty-
eight dollars, shall remain in the Treasury of the United 
States, and the interest thereon, at the rate of five per cent. 
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per annum, be annually paid to said Creeks as above stip­
ulated. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Immediately after the ratification of this treaty, the 
United States agree to ascertain the amount due the re­
spective soldiers who enlisted in the Federal army, loyal 
refugee Indians and freedmen, in proportion to their several 
losses, and to pay the amount awarded each, in the follow­
ing manner, to wit : A census of the Creeks shall be taken 
by the agent of the United States for said Nation, under 
the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, and a roll of 
the names of all soldiers that enlisted in the Federal army, 
loyal refugee Indians and freedmen be made by him. The 
Superintendent of Indian Affairs for the Southern Superin-
tendency, and the Agent of the United States for the Creek 
Nation, shall proceed to investigate and determine from 
said roll the amounts due the respective refugee Indians, 
and shall transmit to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for 
his approval, and that of the Secretary of the Interior, their 
awards, together with the reasons therefor. In case the 
awards so made shall be duly approved, said awards shall 
be paid from the proceeds of the sale of said lauds within 
one year from the ratification of this treaty, or as soon as 
said amount of one hundred thousand ($100,000) dollars 
can be raised from the sale of said lands to other Indians. 

ARTICLE V. 

The Creek Nation hereby grants a right of way through 
their lands, to the Choctaw and Chickasaw country, to any 
company which shall be duly authorized by Congress, and 
shall, with the express consent and approbation of the Sec­
retary of the Interior, undertake to construct a railroad 
from any point north to any point in or south of the Creek 
country, and likewise from any point on their eastern to 
their western or southern boundary; but said railroad com-
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pany, together with all its agents and employes, shall be 
subject to the laws of the United States relating to inter­
course with Indian tribes, and also to such rules and 
regulations as may be prescribed by the Secretary of the 
Interior for that purpose : and the Creeks agree to sell to 
the United States, or any company duly authorized as 
aforesaid, such lands not legally occupied by a member or 
members of the Creek Nation lying along the line of said 
contemplated railroad, not exceeding on each side thereof a 
belt or strip of land three miles in width, at such price per 
acre as may be eventually agreed upon between said Creek 
Nation and the party or parties building said road, subject 
to the approval of the President of the United States. 
Provided, however, that said land thus sold shall not be 
reconveyed, leased or rented to or be occupied by any one 
not a citizen of the Creek Nation, according to its laws and 
recognized usages ; provided, also, that officers, servants and 
employes of said railroad, necessary to its construction and 
management, shall not be excluded from such necessary 
occupancy, they being subject to the provisions of the Indian 
intercourse law, and such rules and regulations as may be 
established by the Secretary of the Interior; nor shall any 
conveyance of any of said lands be made to the party build­
ing and managing said road until its completion as a first-
class railroad, and its acceptance as such by the Secretary 
of the Interior. 

ARTICLE VI. 

[Stricken out by agreement.] 

ARTICLE VII. 

The Creeks hereby agree that the Seminole tribe of 
Indians may sell and convey to the United States all or anv 
portion of the Seminole lands, upon such terms as may be 
mutually agreed upon by and between the Seminoles and 
the United States. 
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ARTICLE VII I . 

I t is agreed that the Secretary of the Interior forthwith 
cause the line dividing the Creek country, as provided for 
by the terms of the sale of the Creek lands to the United 
States in article third of this treaty, to be accurately sur­
veyed under the direction of the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, the expenses of which survey shall be paid by the 
United States. 

ARTICLE IX . 

Inasmuch as the agency buildings of the Creek tribe have 
been destroyed during the late war, it is further agreed 
that the United States shall, at their own expense, not ex­
ceeding ten thousand dollars, cause to be erected suitable 
agency buildings, the sites whereof shall be selected by the 
agent of said tribe, in the reduced Creek reservation, under 
the direction of the Superintendent of Indian Affairs. In 
consideration whereof the Creeks hereby cede and relinquish 
to the United States one section of their lands, to be desig­
nated and selected by their agent, under the direction of 
the Superintendent of Indian Affairs, upon which said 
agency buildings shall be erected, which section of land 
shall revert to the Creek Nation, when said agency build­
ings are no longer used by the United States, upon said 
Nation paying a fair and reasonable value for said buildings 
at the time vacated. 

ARTICLE X . 

The Creeks agree to such legislation as the Congress and 
President of the United States may deem necessary for the 
better administration of justice and the protection of all 
rights of person and property within the Indian Terri tory; 
provided, however, [ tha t ] said legislation shall not in any 
manner interfere with or annul their present tribal organi-
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zations, rights, laws, privileges and customs. The Creeks 
also asrree that a General Council, consisting of delegates 
elected by each Nation or tribe, lawfully resident within 
the Indian Territory, may be annually convened in said 
Territory, which Council shall be organized in such manner 
and possess such powers as are hereinafter described. 

First—After the ratification of this treaty, and as soon 
as may be deemed practicable by the Secretary of the In­
terior, and prior to the first session of said Council, a cen­
sus or enumeration of each tribe, lawfully resident within 
said Territory, shall be taken, under the direction of the 
Superintendent of Indian Affairs, who, for that purpose, is 
hereby authorized to designate and appoint competent per­
sons, whose compensation shall be fixed by the Secretary of 
the Interior and paid by the United States. 

/Second—The first General Council shall consist of one 
member from each tribe, and an additional member from 
each one thousand Indians, or each fraction of a thousand 
greater than five hundred, being members of ainr tribe law­
fully resident in said Territory, and shall be selected by said 
tribes respectively, who may assent to the establishment of 
said General Council : and if none should be thus formally 
selected by a Nation or tribe, the said Nation or tribe shall 
be represented in said General Council by the Chief or 
Chiefs and head men of said tribe, to be taken in the order 
of their rank, as recognized in tribal usuage, in the same 
number and proportions as above indicated. After the said 
census shall have been taken and completed, the Superin­
tendent of Indian Affairs shall publish and declare to each 
tribe the number of members of said Council to which they 
shall be entitled, under the provisions of this article, and 
the persons entitled to so represent said tribes shall meet at 
such time and place as he shall appoint; but, thereafter, 
the time and place of the sessions of said Council shall be 
determined by its action ; provided, that no session in any 
one year shall exceed the term of thirty days, and provided 
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that special sessions of the Council maybe called whenever, 
in the judgment of the Secretary of the Interior, the inter­
est of said tribes shall require. 

Third— Said General Council shall have power to legis­
late upon all rightful subjects and matters pertaining to the 
intercourse and relations of the, Indian tribes and Nations 
resident in said Territory, the arrest and extradition of 
criminals and offenders escaping from one tribe to another, 
the administration of justice between members of the sev­
eral tribes of said/Territory and persons other than Indians 
and members of said tribes or Nations, the construction of 
works of internal improvement, and the common defense 
and safety of the Nations of said Territory. All laws en­
acted by said General Council shall take effect at such time 
as may be therein provided, unless suspended by the direc­
tion of the Secretary of the Interior or the President of the 
United States. No law shall lie enacted inconsistent with 
the Constitution of the United States, or the laws of Con­
gress, or existing treaty stipulations with the United States, 
nor shall said Council legislate upon matters pertaining to 
the organization, laws or customs of the several tribes, ex­
cept as herein provided for. 

Fourth—Said Council shall be presided over by the 
Superintendent of Indian Affairs, or, in case of his absence 
from any cause, the duties of said Superintendent, enumer­
ated in this article, shall be performed by such person as 
the Secretary of the Interior may direct. 

Fifth—The Secretary of the Interior shall appoint a 
secretary of said Council, whose duty it shall be to keep an 
accurate record of all the proceedings of said Council, and 
who shall 'transmit a true copy of all such proceedings, duly 
certified by the Superintendent of Indian Affairs, to the 
Secretary of the Interior, immediately after the sessions of 
said Council shall terminate. He shall be paid out of the 
Treasury of the United States an annual salary of live hun­
dred dollars. 
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Sixth—The members of said Council shall be paid by 
the United States the sum of four dollars per diem during 
the time actually in attendance on the session of said Coun­
cil, and at the rate of four dollars for every twenty miles 
necessarily traveled by them in going from and returning to 
their homes, respectively, from said Council, to be certified 
by the the Secretary of said Council and the Superintend­
ent of Indian Affairs. 

Seventh—The Creeks also agree that a court or courts 
may be established in said Territory, with such jurisdiction 
and organized in such manner as Congress may b}* law 
provide. 

AETICLE X L 

The stipulations of this treaty are to be a full settlement 
of all claims of said Creek Nation for damages and losses 
of every kind growing out of the late rebellion, and all ex­
penditures by the United States of annuities in clothing and 
feeding refugees and destitute Indians since the diversion of 
annuities for that purpose consequent upon the late war 
with the so-called Confederate Sta tes ; and the Creeks 
hereby ratify and confirm all such diversions of annuities 
heretofore made from the funds of the Creek Nation by the 
United States ; and the United States agree that no annui­
ties shall be diverted from the objects for which they were 
originally devoted by treaty stipulations with the Creeks, 
to the use of refugee and destitute Indians other than the 
Creeks, or members of the Creek Nation, after the close of 
the present fiscal year, June 30th, 1866. 

ARTICLE X I I . 

The United States reaffirm and reassume all obligations 
of treaty stipulations with the Creek Nation entered into 
before the treaty of said Creek Nation with the so-called 
Confederate States, July tenth, eighteen hundred and sixty-
one, not inconsistent herewith ; and further agree to renew 
all payments accruing by force of said treaty stipulations, 
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from and after the close of the present fiscal year, June 
thirtieth, eighteen hundred and sixty-six, except as is pro­
vided in article eleventh. 

ARTICLE X I I I . 

A quantity of land not exceeding one hundred and sixty 
acres, to be selected according to legal subdivisions, in one 
body, and to include their improvements, is hereby granted 
to every religious society or denomination which has 
erected, or which, with the consent of the Indians, may 
hereafter erect, buildings within the Creek country for 
missionary or educational purposes; but no land thus 
granted, nor the buildings which have been or may be 
erected thereon, shall ever be sold or otherwise disposed of 
except with the consent and approval of the Secretary of 
the Inter ior ; and whenever any such lands or buildings 
shall be so sold and disposed of, the proceeds thereof shall 
be applied, under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Interior, to the support and maintenance of other similar 
establishments for the benefit of the Creeks and such other 
persons as may be or may hereafter become members of 
the tribe, according to its laws, customs and usages ; and if 
at any time said improvements shall be abandoned for one 
year for missionary or educational purposes, all the rights 
herein granted for missionary and educational purposes 
shall revert to the said Creek Nation. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

I t is further agreed that all treaties heretofore entered 
into between the United States and the Creek Nation, which 
are inconsistent with any of the articles or provisions of this 
treaty, shall be, and are hereby, rescinded and annulled ; 
and it is further agreed that ten thousand dollars shall be 
paid by the United States, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary to pay the expense incurred in negotiating the 
foregoing t reaty. 

Proclaimed August 11th, 18(iG. 
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