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CORPORATE C H A R T E R OF T H E M E T L A K A T L A 
I N D I A N C O M M U N I T Y 

A FEDERAL CORPORATION CHARTERED UNDER THE ACT OF JUNE 
18. 1934, AS AMENDED BY THE ACT OF MAY 1, 1936. 

Whereas, the Metlakatla Ind ians of Annet te Is lands Reserve, Ter ­
ri tory of Alaska, seek to organize under Sections 10 and 17 of the Act 
of June 18,1934, and Section 1 of the Act of May 1, 1936, by adoption 
of a constitution and by-laws and a char te r approved by the Secretary 
of the Inter ior , 

Now, therefore. I . Oscar L. Chapman . Assistant Secretary of the 
Interior , by virtue of the author i ty given to me by the above acts, do 
hereby submit to said Ind ians this Char te r of incorporat ion for the 
Metlakatla I n d i a n Communi ty . 

SECTION 1. Purpose and Name. I n order to enable the Communi ty 
and its members to do various k inds of business for their common 
welfare, the Communi ty is hereby char tered as a corporat ion of the 
United States of America under the name of "Metlakatla Ind ian 
Community." 

SECTION 2. Membership. The corporat ion shall be a membership 
corporation, consisting of all persons of the Community considered 
members under the rules of its Consti tut ion. 

SECTION 3. Management. The corporat ion shall be managed by 
the Community Council set up under the Consti tution. 

SECTION 4. Power*. The corporat ion shall have the power to do 
the following t h i n g s : 

To own, hold, manage, and dispose of all Community p rope r ty ; 
To make contracts ; 
To sue and be sued; 
To borrow money from the revolving Ind i an credit fund and to UM? 

it under a loan cont rac t ; 
To enter into any business or act ivi ty tha t will bet ter the condition 

of the Community and its members ; 
To do such other th ings as may be necessary to carry on the business 

and activities of the Community. 
SECTION 5. Limits to Poiperx. I n using its powers the corpora­

tion must not do the following th ings : 
Violate any law or the Const i tut ion and By-laws of the Com­

munity ; 
Sell or mortgage any land or interests in lands or waters reserved 

for the Communi ty ; 
Make leases, permits or contracts to or wi th nonmembers covering 

the land in the Reserve except wi th the approval of the Secretary of 
the Inter ior . 

SECTION 6. Property of Members. P r o p e r t y owned by a member 
of the Community shall not be taken to pay the debts of the corpora­
tion without his consent. 
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SECTION 7. Record*. T h e corporat ion shall keep correct records of 
its business and activities and give copies of these records when asked 
to do so to the representative of the Office of Ind i an Affairs serving the 
Community. 

SECTION 8. Changes in the Charter. Changes in the Char te r may 
be proposed by a two-thirds vote of the Communi ty Council or by a 
peti t ion signed by one-third of the eligible voters of the Communi ty . 
Such changes shall be in force, if approved by the Secretary of the 
In ter ior , when ratified by a major i ty vote of the members vot ing in an 
election called by the Secretary of the In ter ior , provided at least 30 
percent of the eligible voters cast tlieir ballots. The Char te r itself 
shall continue in force for all t ime unless revoked by act of Congress. 

SECTION 9. Adoption of Charter. Th i s Char te r shall be in force 
when i t is agreed to by a major i ty vote of these members vot ing in 
an election called by the Secretary of the In ter ior , provided, t ha t at 
least 30 percent of the vot ing membership votes and provided tha t the 
Communi ty has agreed to a consti tution and by-laws approved by the 
Secretary of the In ter ior . 

Th i s Char te r is herewith approved by the Assistant Secretary of 
the In te r ior and submitted for ratification by members of the Met­
lakatla Ind ian Community, Annet te I s lands Reserve, Te r r i t o ry of 
Alaska, in a popular referendum called and held under the Ins t ruc­
tions of the Secretary of the Inter ior . 

[ SEAL,] OSCAK L. C H A P M A N 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior 

W A S H I N G T O N , D. C , August 23,1944. 

CERTIFICATION 

P u r s u a n t to an order approved August 23, 1944, by the Assis tant 
Secretary of the Inter ior , the at tached Char te r was submitted for ra t i ­
fication to the members of the Met lakat la Ind ian Community, Annet te 
Is lands Reserve, Ter r i tory of Alaska, and was on December 19. 1944, 
duly ratified by a vote of 105 for, and 17 against, in an election in 
which over 30% of those entit led to vote cast thei r ballots, in accord­
ance with Section 17 of the Ind ian Reorganizat ion Act of J u n e 1H, 
1934 (48 Sta t . 984) as amended by the Act of J u n e 15, 1935 (49 Sta t . 
378) and the Act of May 1,1936 (49 S ta t . 1250). 

M R S . T E D S. BLAXDOK 

Chairman, Election Board 
M R S . CORA L A N G 

Secretary, Election Board 
WENDELL, H . CORMJE 

Government Representative. 




