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CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS

OF THE
KOOTENAI TRIBE OF IDAHO

PREAMBLE

We, the Kootenai Indians of Idaho, in order to establish a tribal
organization and promote our common welfare, do establish this Con-
stitution and Bylaws.

ArticLE I—TERRITORY

This tribal organization, to be known as “The Kootenai Tribe of
Idaho,” shall extend its jurisdiction over the area of Indian trust lands
acquired under the Act of February 8, 1887 (24 Stat. 388), and other
trust lands acquired pursuant to the Act of May 10, 1926 (44 Stat.
202), over any lands which may hereafter be acquired by or for the
Kootenai Tribe of Idaho.

ArricLE IT—MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. The membership of the Kootenai Tribe of Idalio shall
consist as follows of :

(a) All Indians whose names appear on the official census roll of
the Kootenai Tribe as of January 1, 1940; provided that prior to 1950
corrections may be made in the said roll by the tribal governing body,
subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior or his duly
authorized representative.

(b) All children, born to members of the Tribe, who are at least
one-fourth degree Kootenai blood and who are not affiliated by resi-
dence or membership with any Canadian band of Indians.

Sec. 2. The governing body of the Tribe shall have power to make
rules, subject to approval by the Secretary of the Interior or his duly
authorized representative, governing the adoption of new members or
the termination of membership in the Tribe.

ArricLe III—GoverNING Bopy

Secrion 1. The governing body of the Tribe shall be a tribal coun-
cil consisting of five members, one of whom shall be the duly consti-
tuted honorary chief of the Tribe and four shall be elective council
members.

42845657 (1)



2

Skc. 2. The four elective council members shall be selected by pop-
ular vote of the adult members of the Tribe and shall serve for a term
of three years. Elections shall be conducted by an election board of
three members appointed by the honorary chief which board shall pre-
scribe the election rules and procedures.

Sec. 3. Immediately upon election, the members of the tribal coun-
cil shall be convened by the chief and they shall elect from their mem-
bership the following officers: a chairman, a vice-chairman, a secre-
tary, and a treasurer.

Skc. 4. Any vacancies occurring in the council shall be filled for
the unexpired period by special election at a meeting of the tribal
members to be held on the occasion of the next regular council meeting.
Members of the council shall be subject to recall in the same manner as
elected.

Articte IV—Powers oF 11 CouNciL

Sectiox 1. The tribal council shall have the following powers, sub-
ject to any limitations imposed by the Statutes or the Constitution of
the United States:

(a) To represent the Tribe and to negotiate with Federal, State,
and local governments;

(b) Tomanage the business affairs of the Tribe;

(¢) To borrow money, subject to the approval of the Commissioner
of Indian Affairs, from the Indian credit fund or from any other Gov-
ernmental agency and to pledge or assign future tribal income as se-
curity for such loans:

(d) To establish a tribal court and adopt a code of law which shall
be subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior or his duly
authorized representative;

(e) To exercise any rights and powers heretofore or hereafter vested
in the Tribe but not referred to in this Constitution.

ArricLe V—AMENDMENTS

This Constitution and Bylaws may be amended by a majority vote
of the adult members of the Tribe who vote at an eleetion called for
that purpose by resolution of the council. or upon petition signed by
30% of the adult members of the Tribe, such amendments to become
effective when approved by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
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BYLAWS OF THE KOOTENAI TRIBE OF IDAHO

ArricLe I—DuTies or OFFICERS

Sectrox 1. The chairman shall preside over meetings of tribal
council, affix his signature to official documents and shall vote only in
case of a tie.

Sec. 2. The vice-chairman shall act in the capacity of chairman
in the absence of the chairman.

Sec. 3. The secretary shall conduct correspondence, issue notices,
take minutes. and affix his signature to official documents.

Sec. 4. The treasurer shall keep a record of financial transac-
tions. Should any funds accrue to the Tribe. the Northern Idaho
Agency shall serve as a depository therefor. and the trea~urer shall
give an adequate surety bond before handling any funds.

ArticLE IT—MEETINGS

Sectiox 1. The tribal council shall hold meetings as called by the
chairman or upon written request of at least three members of the
council.

Sec. 2. Three members shall constitute a quorum of the council.

ArticLE II1T—RATIFICATION

This Constitution and Bylaws shall become effective upon ratifica-
tion by a majority vote of the adult members of the Kootenai Tribe of
Indians voting at an election authorized for that purpose by the Com-
missioner of Indian Affairs.

CERTIFICATE OF ADOPTION

Pursuant to the Constitutional election held on April 10. 1947, this
Constitution and Bylaws of the Kootenai Tribe of Idaho was duly
adopted by a vote of 24 for, and 2 against.

P1erre ANDREW
Judge, Election Board.
SmmoN Francis
Clerk, Election Board.
ArcHIE PHINNEY
Superintendent, Northern Idaho Agency.
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APPROVAL

This Constitution and Bylaws, having been proposed and duly rati-
fied by the members of the Kootenai Tribe of Idaho on April 10, 1947,
at a referendum called by me, is herewith approved.

WiLLiaM ZIMMERMAN, JR.
Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

Chicago, Illinois, June 16, 1947
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