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            Legal Research Institute

            
            
            We offer a wide variety of legal research classes on topics of U.S. legal research, as well as foreign and comparative law. Learn more 


            
            

        

        
        
    

    
    
        
            
        
        
            
            Rare Book Collections

            
            
            The Law Library’s collection of rare books consists of approximately 90,000 volumes of books and bound manuscripts, many issued prior to 1801. Learn more 


            
            

        

        
        
    

    
    
        
            
        
        
            
            Law Library Reading Room

            
            
            A staff of law librarians are available to help during your visit to the Law Library Reading Room. Learn more 


            
            

        

        
        
    

    
    
        
            
        
        
            
            Digital Collections

            
            
            Many Law Library collections such as the U.S. Reports, Statutes at Large, Code of Federal Regulations, and Law Library Legal Reports are available online. Learn more 
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            Congress.gov is the official website for U.S. federal legislative information. Learn more 


            
            

        

        
        
    

    






            
        

        
        
            
            
                The mission of the Law Library of Congress is to provide authoritative legal research, reference and instruction services, and access   to an unrivaled collection of U.S., foreign, comparative, and international law. To accomplish this mission, the Law Library has assembled a staff of experienced foreign and U.S. trained legal specialists and law librarians, and has amassed the world's largest collection of law books and other legal resources from all countries, now comprising more than 2.9 million items.

Appointments are optional, but encouraged. To help us better serve you, request a research appointment to ensure collection material is accessible during your visit to the Library. Request a research appointment here. The Library of Congress asks all visitors to follow our COVID-19 health screening protocols, which are based on guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and the Office of the Attending Physician of the U.S. Capitol. For additional instructions, see the Researcher Scheduling page.
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                    Join us on 3/28 for a Foreign and Comparative Law Webinar on "Firearms Legislation in Brazil and Mexico"
                    
                    Gulatsi, Taylor
                    
                    
                    2024-03-07
                    
                    
                    Today's blog post highlights the upcoming Foreign and Comparative Law webinar on firearms legislation in Mexico and Brazil on March 28 at 2:00 PM EST.
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
                    
                    A Cause for Celebration: Federal Holidays and Observances Part 2
                    
                    González, Jennifer
                    
                    
                    2024-03-06
                    
                    
                    This article describes federal observances created by Congress and Presidents, how they are different from legal public holidays, and examples of well-known and unique observances.
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
                    
                    A Cause for Celebration: Federal Holidays and Observances Part 1
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                    This article describes federal observances created by Congress and Presidents, how they are different from legal public holidays, and examples of well-known and unique observances.
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
                    
                    New Law Library Reading Room Display Highlights Children's Books About Women of the Supreme Court
                    
                    Friedman, Sarah
                    
                    
                    2024-03-04
                    
                    
                    Sarah discusses a display of children’s books about the six women who have served as justices of the United States Supreme Court.
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
                    
                    Law Library's Newly Published Legal Report titled, "Selected Issues in Biotechnology Regulation"
                    
                    Gulatsi, Taylor
                    
                    
                    2024-02-28
                    
                    
                    Today's blog post is a guest post by foreign law specialist Gustavo Guerra that examines the newly published legal report titled, "Selected Issues in Biotechnology Regulation."
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
                    
                    Congress.gov New, Tip, and Top – February 2024, Part 2
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                    The second set of Congress.gov enhancements for February 2024.
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                    Israel: State Commission of Inquiry for Mount Meron Disaster Finds Prime Minister Netanyahu and Others Personally Responsible
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                    Sweden: Supreme Court Declares High Levels of PFAS in Blood Constitutes Personal Injury
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                    Switzerland: European Court of Human Rights Finds Swiss Police Guilty of Racial Profiling
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                    South Korea: Special Act on High-Tech Industry Talent Innovation Promulgated
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                    England: Ban on Private Ownership of Primates Proposed
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                    United States: Appeals Court Holds Canadian Employee of Canadian Subsidiary of a US Company Could Not Seek Whistleblower Protection Under Sarbanes-Oxley Act, Dodd-Frank Act, and California Law
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                    Germany: Constitutional Court Rules When ECHR Is Violated, Criminal Proceedings Must Be Reopened Without Requiring Proof the Judgment Against the Defendant Was Influenced by the Violation
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            Library of Congress

        
            101 Independence Ave, SE

        
            James Madison Building, LM 242

        
            Washington, DC 20540-3219

        
            View map External link
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            Public Hours

        
            Monday through Saturday

        
            8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

        
            Retrieval service ends at 4:00 p.m.

        
            Closed Sundays & Federal Holidays
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