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any application for a license to retail, between the thirtieth day of June,
and the first day of January next, a license therefor shall, agreeably to
the present rates of duty, be granted, to expire on_the thirty-first of De-~
cember next, on paying to the collector a sum which shall bear the same
proportion to the duty for a year by the existing rates as the time for
which the license may be granted shall bear to a year; and for neglect
or failure to obtain such license, the same penalty shall be incurred, to
be recovered in like manner as for the ncglect or failure to obtain a

license under the act, entitled “ An act laying daties on licenses to re-

tailers of wines, spirituous liquors, and foreign merchandise,” passed on
the second of August, one thousand eight hundred and thirteen: Pro-
vided, That after the first day of January next, no retailer of imported
salt alone, whose stock in trade shall not exceed one hundred dollars,
shall be compelled to take out a license for retailing the same, nor be
liable to any penalty or forfeiture for failing to do so.

Approvep, April 29, 1816.

Cuar. CXXXVIIL—An Act for the gradual increase of the Navy of the United
States.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America,in Congress assembled, That for the gradual
increase of the navy of the United States, the sum of one million of
dollars per annum, for eight years, is hereby appropriated, including the
sum of two hundred thousand dollars per annum, for three years, or the
unexpended balance thereof, appropriated by an act approved on the
third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and fifieen, entitled
« An act concerning the naval establishment.”

Skc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United
States be, and he is hereby authorized, to cause to be built pine ships,
to rate not less than seventy-four guns each, and twelve ships, to rate not
less than forty-four guns each, including one seventy-four and three for-
ty-four gun ships, authorized to be built by an act bearing date on the
second day of January, one thousand eight hundred and thirteen, enti-
tled % An act to increase the navy of the United States;” and in carry-
ing this act into effect, the President shall be, and he is hereby author-
ized as soon as the timber and other necessary materials are procured,
and the timber properly seasoned, to cause the said ships to be built and
equipped ; or, if in his judgment, it will more conduce to the public in-
terest, he may cause the said ships to be framed and remain on the stocks,
and kept in the best state of preservation, to be prepared for service in
the shortest time practicable, when the public exigency may require
them.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That for the defence of the ports
and harbours of the United States, the President shall be, and he is
hereby authorized to cause to be procured the steam engines, and all the
imperishable materials necessary for building and equipping three steam
batteries, on the most approved plan, and best calculated for the waters
in which they are to act: and such materials shall be secured in the best
manner, to insure the completing such batteries in the shortest time
practicable, when they, or either of them, in the opinion of the President,
may be required for the public service ; and the President is further au-
thorized to cause to be completed and kept in the best state of preserva-
tion, the block ship now on the stocks near New Orleans.

Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That the moneys appropriated by
this act shall not be transferred to any other object of expenditure, nor
shall any part thereof be carried to the fand denominated ¢ the surplus
fund.”

ArpprovED, April 29, 1816.
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