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TWENTY-FOURTH CONGRESS. Sess.II. Cu.38,39. 1837,

Cuar. XXXVIIL—4n Jct for the more equitable administration of the Navy
Pension Fund.(a)

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, 'That if any officer,
seaman or marine have died, or may hereafter die, in the naval service,
leaving a widow, and, if no widow, a child or children, such widow,
and, if no widow, such child or children, shall be entitled to receive
half the monthly pay to which the deceased would have been entitled,
under the acts regulating the pay of the navy, in force on the first day
of January, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-five, to commence
from the time of the death of such officer, seaman, or marine; but in
case of the death or intermarriage of such widow, the half-pay shall go
to the child or children of such deceased officer, seaman, or marine,
Provided, That the half-pay granted to the child or children shall cease
on their death, or on their attaining the age of twenty-one years.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the pensions which may have
been granted, or which may hereafter be granted, to officers, seamen,
and marines, in the naval service, disabled by wounds or injuries re-
ceived while in the line of their duty, shall be considered to commence
from the time of their being so disabled, and that the amount of pen-
sion to which said officers, seamen, and marines, may be entitled, shall
be regulated according to the pay of the navy as it existed on the first
day of January, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-five.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all acts, and parts of acts,
which may be inconsistent with the provisions of this act, be, and the
same are hereby repealed, so far as they may relate hereto.

Arprovep, March 3, 1837,

Cuap. XXXIX.~An Act for the appointment of issioners to adjust the claims
lo reservations of land under the fourteenth article of the treaty of eighicen hun-
dred and thirty with the Choclaw Indians.

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That there shall be appointed
by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate,
three commissioners whose duty it shall be to meet in the State of Mis.
sissippi at such time and place, as the President shall appoint and
designate, and there proceed to ascertain the name of every Choctaw
Indian who was the head of an Indian family at the date of the treaty
at Dancing Rabbit Creck, who has not already obtained a reservation
under said treaty, and who can show by satisfactory evidence, that he

‘or she complied or offered to comply with all the requisites of the four-

teenth article of said treaty, to entitle him or her, to a reservation under
said article ; and also the number and names of all the unmarried chil-
dren of such heads of families, who formed a part of the family and
were over ten years of age, and likewise the number and names of the
children of such heads of families as were under ten years of age, and
report to the President, to be, by him, laid before Congress, all the
names of such Indians, and the different sections of land to which such
heads of families were respectively entitled, together with the opinions
of the commissioners, and whether any part of said lands have been
sold by the Government, and the proofs applicable to each case.

Sec.2. And be it further enacted, That before entering upon their
duties, each of said commissioners shall, before some judge or justice
Olf' the peace, take an oath faithfully to discharge the duties imposed by
this act,

(2): See an act for the regulation of the Navy and Privateer pensions and Navy Hospital fund. July

10, 1832, chap. 1

94,
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Sce. 3. And be it further enacted, That said commissioners are
hereby authorized to appoint a secretary whose duty it shall be to record
correctly all the proceedings of said Board, and faithfully preserve the
same, as well as all depositions and other papers filed before said Board,
and who shall take an oath to discharge the duties imposed on him by
this act.

Sec. 4, And be it further enacted, That upon the request of the
Commissioners it shall be the duty of the District Attorney of the State
of Mississippi, to attend said board, and give his assistance in procuring
the attendance of witnesses, and his aid and advice in their examination,
the better to enable the Commissioners to ascertain the facts correctly
in each case.

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That each of said Commissioners
shall receive, while in the discharge of the duties hereby imposed, a
salary at the rate of three thousand dollars per annum, the secretary a
salary at the rate of fifteen hundred dollars per annum, and the District
Attorney a salary at the rate of two thonsand dollars per annum, to be
paid quarterly out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro-

riated. ’

d Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That said Commissioners .shali
have full power to summon and cause to come before them, such wit-
nesses as they may deem necessary, and to have them examined on oath,
and if any witness shall testify falsely, with an intention to mislead said
Cor missioners, such witness shall be guilty of wilful and corrupt per-
jury, and shall, upon conviction before any jurisdietion having cogni-
zance thereof, suffer the punishment by law inflicted on those guilty of
that offence.

Suc. 7. And be it further enacted, That nothing contained in this act
shall be so construed as to sanction what is called contingent locations
which have been made by George M. Martin for the benefit of such
Indians, as were supposed to have been entitled to other lands, which
have been sold by the United States: such contingent locations having
been made, without any legal authority. It being the true intent of this
act to reserve to Congress the power of doing that which may appear
Just when a correct knowledge of all the facts is obtained.

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be in force to
the first day of March eighteen hundred and thirty-eight next, and no
longer.

Arprovep, March 3, 1837,

Caar. XL.— An Act making appropriations for building light-houses, light-boats,
beacon-lights, buoys, and dolpkins, for the year one thousand eight hundred and
thirty-seven.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the following
appropriations be, and the same are hereby, made and directed to be
paid out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to
enable the Secretary of the Treasury to provide, by contract, for build-
ing light-houses, beacon-lights, and for other purposes hereinafter men-
tioned.

State of Maine—TFor a light-house to be erected on a proper site on
Mark island, in Harpswell sound, five thousand dollars; fora hght-house
to be erected on a proper site on Mount Desert island, at the entrance
of Frenchman’s bay, five thousand dollars; for a light-house on Ram
island, at the mouth of Damariscotta river, five thousand dollars ; for a
fog-bell, on Seguin island, at the entrance of Kennebee river, fifteen hun-
dred dollars; for placing buoys on West Quaddy bay, and for substitut-
ing for the present fog-bell, at the entrance of said passage, a cast-steel
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