
THIRTIETH CONGRESS. SESS. I. CHL. 79. 1848.

CA.tP. LXXIX. - n Act to amend the Act to providefor the Transportation of June 27, 18t8.
the Mlail between the United States and foreign Countries, and for other Pur- .-
poses.poses. 

1845, ch. 69.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Post- The Postmas-
master-General, under the direction of the President of the United ter-General to
States, be, and he is hereby, authorized and empowered to charge llect from all
upon, and collect from, all letters and other mailable matter carried to letters, &c., car-
or from any port of the United States, in any foreign packet ship or r aked t, threign
other vessel, the same rate or rates of charge for American postage rate of postage
which the government to which such foreign packet or other vessel be- which the gov.

ements to
longs imposes upon letters and other mailable matter conveyed to or from rwhinm chuch for-
such foreign country in American packets or other vessels, as the post- eign packets be-
age of such government, and at any time to revoke the same. And it long impose uponletters, &c., car-
shall be the duty of all custom-house officers and other United States ried in American
agents, designated or appointed for that purpose, to enforce or carry packets.
into effect the foregoing provision, and to aid or assist in the collection Custom-house- fand other United
of such postage. And to that end it shall be lawful for such officers States officers re-
and agents, on suspicion of fraud, to open and examine, in the pres- quired to aid in
ence of two or more respectable persons, being citizens of the United crryoing thispro-vision into effect.
States, any package or packages supposed to contain mailable matter, Examination of
found on board such packets or other vessels, or elsewhere, and to pre- packages author-
vent, if necessary, such packets or other vessels from entering, break- "ed.
ing bulk, or making clearance, until all such letters or other mailable
matter are duly delivered into the United States post-office.

SEC. 2. And be itfurther enacted, That all letters or other maila- Allletters,&c.,
ble matter conveyed to or from any port of the United States, by any conveyed by anyheforeign packet or
foreign packet or ship except such unsealed letters relating to said ship to or from
ship or vessel, or any part of the cargo thereof, as may be directed to any port of the
the owner or owners, consignee or consignees, of said ship or other be subject to
vessel, shall be so subject to postage charge as aforesaid, whether postage charge as
addressed to any person in the United States or elsewhere: Provided, aforesaid, except
It is done by the packet or other ship of a foreign country imposing thevessels or car-
postage on letters or mailable matter conveyed to or from such coun- goes, directed to
try, by any packet or other ship of the United States; and such letters consignees of
or other mailable matter carried in foreign packet ships or other said vessels.
vessels, except such unsealed letters relating to the ship or vessel, or
any part of the cargo thereof, as may be directed to the owner or own-
ers, consignee or consignees, as aforesaid, are hereby required to be
delivered into the United States post-office by the master or command-
ers of all such packets or other vessels when arriving, and to be taken
from a United States post-office when departing, and the postage paid
thereon justly chargeable by this act; and for refusing or failing to do Penalty for re.
so, or for conveying said letters, or any letters intended tobe conveyed fusing or failing

in any ship or vessel of such foreign country, over or across the United the provisions of
States, or any portion thereof, the party offending shall, on conviction, this section.
forfeit and pay not exceeding five thousand dollars for each offence.

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That in case the person or per- Penaltyoncon-
sons, or the directors of any incorporated company, who have entered tractors who shallrefuse to deliver
into any contract, or who may hereafter enter into any contract, with up,attheapprais-
the Postmaster-General, for conveying the mail of the United States to ed value, the
any foreign country, in pursuance of the act entitled " An Act to pro- poyed bys them
vide for the transportation of the mail between the United States and in carrying said
foreign countries, and for other purposes," approved the third day of mails.
March, eighteen hundred and forty-five, or of any other act, in which 185, ch. 69.
said contract there is a stipulation, on the part of such contractor, giv-
ing to the United States the right to purchase, at an appraised value,
the steam-ship or ships required by such contract to be employed in
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