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Sept. 20, 1850. CHAP. LXI. - A Act granting the Right of Way, and making a Grant of Land
to the States of Illinois, Mississippi, and Alabama, in Aid of the Construction
of a Railroad from Chicago to Mobile.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the right of
way through the public lands be, and the same is hereby, granted to
the State of Illinois for the construction of a railroad from the southern terminus of the Illinois and Michigan Canal to a point at or near
the junction of the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers, with a branch of the
same to Chicago, on Lake Michigan, and another via the town of
Galena in said State, to Dubuque in the State of Iowa, with the right
also to take necessary materials of earth, stones, timber, etc., for the
construction thereof: Provided, That the right of way shall not exProviso.
ceed one hundred feet on each side of the length thereof, and a copy
of the survey of said road and branches, made under the direction of
the legislature, shall be forwarded to the proper local land offices
respectively, and to the general land office at Washington city, within
ninety days after the completion of the same.
SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That there be, and is hereby,
Alternate seetions of land granted to the State of Illinois, for the purpose of aiding in making
granted.
the railroad and branches aforesaid, every alternate section of land
designated by even numbers, for six sections in width on each side of
said road and branches; but in case it shall appear that the United
States have, when the line or route of said road and branches is definitely fixed by the authority aforesaid, sold any part of any section
Preemption hereby granted, or that the right of preemption has attached to the same,
rights secured. then it shall be lawful for any agent or agents to be appointed by the
governor of said State, to select, subject to the approval aforesaid, from
the lands of the United States most contiguous to the tier of sections
above specified, so much land in alternate sections, or parts of sections,
as shall be equal to such lands as the United States have sold, or to
Right of way
grantedfor railroad and branches,withprivilege
of using the materials found.

which the right of pre'emption has attached as aforesaid, which lands,
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being equal in quantity to one half of six sections in width on each
side of said road and branches, the State of Illinois shall have and
hold to and for the use and purpose aforesaid: Provided, That the
lands to be so located shall in no case be further than fifteen miles
from the line of the road: And further provided, The construction
of said road shall be commenced at its southern terminus, at or near
the junction of the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers, and its northern terminus upon the Illinois and Michigan Canal simultaneously, and continued from each of said points until completed, when said branch
roads shall be constructed, according to the survey and location thereof:
Provided further, That the lands hereby granted shall be applied in
the construction of said road and branches respectively, in quantities
corresponding with the grant for each, and shall be disposed of only
as the work progresses, and shall be applied to no other purpose whatsoever: Andprovidedfurther, That any and all lands reserved to the
United States by the.act entitled "An Act to grant a quantity of land
to the State of Illinois, for the purpose of aiding in opening a canal
to connect the waters of the Illinois River with those of Lake Michigan, approved March second, eighteen hundred and twenty-seven, be,
and the same are hereby, reserved to the United States from the operations of this act.
SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the sections and parts of
sections of land which, by such grant, shall remain to the United
States, within six miles on each side of said road and branches, shall
not be sold for less than double the minimum price of the public lands
when sold.
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be it further enacted, That the said lands hereby
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granted to the said State shall be subject to the disposal of the legislature thereof, for the purposes aforesaid and no other; and the said
railroad and branches shall be and remain a public highway, for the
use of the government of the United States, free from toll or other
charge upon the transportation of any property or troops of the United
States.

to be used only
aforesaid. Railroads to be free
eor ent of°U
States.

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That if the said railroad shall

If not con-

not be completed within ten years, the said State of Illinois shall be pleted within ten
years,

to
bound to pay to the United States the amount which may be received pathe Illinois
U. tates

upon the sale of any part of said lands by said State, the title to the
purchasers under said State remaining valid ; and the title to the residue of said lands shall reinvest in the United States, to have and hold
the same in the same manner as if this act had not been passed.

the amount relaends by haof
State, and the
lands unsold re-

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That the United States mail invest.
Transportation

shall at all times be transported on the said railroad under the direc- of U. S. mail.
tion of the Post-Office Department, at such price as the Congress may
by law direct.
SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That in order to aid in the con-

All the rights,

tinuation of said Central Railroad from the mouth of the Ohib River
to the city of Mobile, all the rights, privileges, and liabilities hereinbefore conferred on the State of Illinois shall be granted to the States of
Alabama and Mississippi respectively, for the purpose of aiding in the
construction of a railroad from said city of Mobile to a point near the
mouth of the Ohio River, and that public lands of the United States,
to the same extent in proportion to the length of the road, on the same
terms, limitations, and restrictions in every respect, shall be, and is
hereby, granted to said States of Alabama and Mississippi respectively.

et., heredinconshall be granted
to Alabama and
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APPROVED, September 20, 1850.

CHAP. LXII. - An Act giving the Assent of the United States to an Act of the
General Assembly of Mfaryland, passed at the December Session, eighteen hundred and forty-four, chapter two hundred and eighty-seven.

Sept. 20, 1850.
-

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the

United States of America in Congress assembled, That the assent of

Relating to the

and
the United States be, and the same is hereby, given to the act of the Chesapeake
OhioCanalComgeneral assembly of Maryland, passed at its December session, eigh- pany.
teen hundred and forty-four, chapter two hundred and eighty-seven,
entitled " An Act supplementary to an act entitled 'An Act to amend
the act incorporating the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company,' passed
at December session, eighteen hundred and thirty-one, chapter two
hundred and ninety-seven," and to each and every provision thereof;
and that the same be, and are hereby, extended to so much of the said
canal as lies within the District of Columbia, in as full and effectual a
manner as if the several provisions aforesaid were hereby formally
enacted.
APPROVED, September 20, 1850.

CHAP. LXIII. - An Act to suppress the Slave Trade in the District of
Columbia.

Sept. 20, 1850.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after No slave to be
the first day of January, eighteen hundred and fifty-one, it shall not be brought into the
of Colawful to bring into the District of Columbia any slave whatever, for District
lumbia
to be
the purpose of being sold, or for the purpose of being placed in depot, sold.

