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tively, of the appraised value, or in case said owner or owners refuse or
neglect for thirty days after the appraisement of the cash value of the
said real estate or improvements by any of said courts to demand the
same from the Secretary of War, upon depositing the said appraised value
in the said court, making such appraisement to the credit of said owner
or owners, respectively, be vested in the United States, and its jurisdic-
tion over said real estate shall be exclusive and the same as its jurisdic-
tion over real estate purchased, ceded, or appropriated for the purposes of
navy yards, forts, and arsenals. And the Secretary of War is hereby au-
thorized and required to pay to the several owner or owners, respectively,
the appraised value of the several pieces or parcels of real estate, as
specified in the appraisement of any of said courts, or to pay into any of
said courts by deposit, as hereinbefore provided, the said appraised value;
and the sum necessary for such purpose may be taken from any moneys
appropriated for the purposes of this act.

SkC. 7. And be it further enacted, That the sum of seven hundred and
fifty thousand dollars is hereby appropriated to carry out the purposes of
this act out of any moneys in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

Arrrovep, February 22, 1867.

CHAP. LXII — An Act to amend an Act entitled * An Act to incorporate the National
Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Orphan Home,” approved July twenty-fifih, eighteen hundred and
sixty-six.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the board of trustees of
the National Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Orphan Home shall hereafter consist
of seven persons, a majority of whom shall constitute a quorum to do

business; and D. K. Carter, Henry D. Cooke, Amos B. Eaton, J. W. H

Alvord, Horatio Bridge, Byrou Sunderland, and Franklin A. Dick are
hereby declared to be the trustees of said corporation, and they and their
snccessors shall have the entire control and management of all property,
moneys, and other securitics now held or used for the benefit of said
corporation, or which shall hereafter belong to it ; and the said board of
trustees shall have power to fill any vacancies occurring by death, resig-
nation, or otherwise.

Sic. 2. And be it further enacted, That immediately upon their organ-
ization the trustees shall elect a board of lady managers, consisting of
thirteen persons, who shall have power to superintend and manage the in-
ternal affairs of the asylum, and to fill vacancies in their own board, to
make their own by-laws, rules, and regulations, to hold their offices till the
second Wednesday in January, eighteen hundred and sixty-eight; their
successors to be elected annually by the board of managers in the man-
ner which their by-laws shall prescribe.

SeC. 8. And be it further enacted, That the surviving parent or legal
guardian of any child placed under charge of said corporation may with-
draw such child therefrom, and any minor over sixteen years of age, upon
his or her request in writing, shall be discharged therefrom, at the discre-
tion of the managers.

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That so much of the act to which
this is amendatory as is inconsistent with this act be, and the same is
hereby, repealed.

ArPrOVED, February 22, 1867,

CHAP. LXIIL — An Act to regulate Proceedings before Justices of the Peace in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and for other Purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That justices of the peace in

the District of Columbia shall have Jjurisdiction in all cases where the
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of the peace in amount claimed to be due for debt or damages arising out of contracts,
%’:1 District of  express or implied, or damages for wrongs or injuries to persons or prop-
umbia. el . . .
erty, does not exceed one hundred dollars, except in cases mvolvmg the
title to real estate, actions to recover damages for assault, or assault and
battery, or for malicious prosecution, or actions against justices of the
peace or other officers for misconduct in office, or in actions for slander,
verbal or written.
_Rules of prac-  Sgc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the supreme court of said Dis-
t‘ﬁa‘;'d';’r’f;’s‘igg trict shall make and establish rules of practice, and prepare and publish
frals, forms of pleadings for bringing all forms of actions, and the trial thereof

Bill of fees  hefore said justices of the peace, and shall fix and determine a bill of fees
e ioes and costs 10 be taxed and charged by the said justices, and by the con-
and for consta-  stables of said District of Columbia, in all civil suits in said District.

b]e;' cuation not  SEC- 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall be no stay of exe-
to gé‘i;lly‘eé‘ in cution on any judgment obtained before any justice of the peace for the
certain cases;  wages of any servant or common laborer, or upon any judgment for less

when to issue than five dollars; but execution raay issue for the collection thereof im
insuch cases;  mediately, and judgments shall be entered within two days after the trial

to-be stayed in of the action. But on all judgments or fines, except as aforesaid, stay of
}’;Fe;:;seﬁ;n‘;"d execution shall be entered as follows: for the sum of five dollars and not
upon security  e€xceeding twenty dollars, one month; for all sums over twenty dollars
given for debt, gnd not exceeding forty dollars, two months ; for all sums over forty dol-
costs, &e. lars and not exceeding seventy-five dollars, four months; for all sums ex-

ceeding seventy-five dollars, six months; Provided, good and sufficient
security be entered by a person or persons who may be at the time the
owner of sufficient property located in said district, above all liabilities
and exemptions, to secure said debt, costs, and interest.
_ Justices may  Sgc. 4. And be it further enacted, That all justices of the peace may
;islfl‘gg‘];‘f?}gl‘e issue original writs, civil and eriminal, returnable before themselves; but
themselves. any party, or agent, or attorney thereof may have the canse removed to

Cause may be the nearest justice upon filing an affidavit with said justice on the return
e ™™ day or day of trial of said action, that he or she does not beli id
est justice on ay or day of trial of said action, o oes elieve sai
affidavit, &e.  justice will give him or her a fair and impartial trial on account of preju-

dice or other reasonable cause.

Persons not to  SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That no person in said District shall
be fined, &c. for he fined or imprisoned for disorderly conduct, unless such person was per-

isorderly con- Y . . .
duct, unless, &e. sonally and individually guilty of acts disorderly in themselves; and any
. Officers pun-  officer in said District who uses unonecessary and wanton severity in ar-
;Zl,]lal’;‘e,ef;’irt;vsf" resting or imprizoning any person shall be deemed guilty of assault and
making arrests.  battery, and upon conviction thereof punished therefor.

Defendants to ~ SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That in all criminal cases or offences
?rf‘;ife‘g:fee to,. charged, the justice having jurisdiction thereof shall allow the defendant

Bail. reasonable time to prepare for defence or obtain bail, and no exorbitant

bail shallin any case be required.

Non-residents ~ Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That non-residents of said District
not Lo commence shall not commence suit before any justice of the peace therein, without
first giving se-  first giving sufficient security for costs.
°“i'j;¥s£([’; ca‘ﬁts' Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That when any person or persons
rested on a war. Shall be arrested on a warrant for committing an assault, or an assault and
rant for assault, battery, or an affray, issued on the complaint of the party injured by any
ﬁicfortg 3;?&{:.“ justice of the peace of said District, or in case of an affray, on the com-
tice, and may _ plaint of any person who shall have seen the same, every such person or
Ple?}%gu“tyy and persons shall be taken before the justice who issued the warrant, or if he
o ad  }o absent or otherwise incapable of acting, then before the nearest other

justice in said district, and he or they shall be admitted to plead guilty of
the charge preferred, and the said justice before whom such plea may be

Execution pleaded shall have power, and he is hereby authorized, to assess such fine
may issue for  or penalty as is authorized by law, and enter judgment therefor against
fine and costs. 4o so pleading guilty and for cost, and i ution thereon as

person so pleading guilty and for cost, and issue exec

in civil cases.
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Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That all acts or parts of acts of the Repeal of in-
legislature of Maryland or of Congress, now in force, inconsistent with consistent laws.
the provisions of this act, are hereby repealed, and this act shall take When act to
effect and be in force from and after its passage. take effect.

ArpPrOVED, February 22, 1867.

CHAP. LXIV.— An dct to amend the Law of the District of Columbia in Relation to Feb. 22, 1867,
Judicial Proceedings therein. -

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That no appeal shall be allowed Appeals from
from a judgment of a justice of the peace, unless the appellant, with suf- %‘ug;‘i‘ég‘g?"g]gf #
ficient surety or sureties, approved by the justice, enter into an under- peace not to be
taking to satisfy and pay all intervening damages and costs arising on the llowed uuless,
appeal. v

pSEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That when such undertaking has when allowed,
been entered into, the justice shall immediately file the original papers, in- fg‘g‘e“g{e{’;‘&eﬁw
cluding a copy of his docket entries, in the office of the clerk of the su- office of clerk
preme court of the District of Columbia; and thereupon, as soon as the of the supreme
appellant shall have made the deposit for costs required by law, or ob. ourt of the Dis-
tained leave from one of the justices, or from the court, to prosecute his
appeal without a deposit, the clerk shall docket the cause, and shall issue Clerk to dock-
a summons for the appellee to appear at the next trial term of the court, when. &e. and
and thereafter the cause shall be proceeded with in the manner prescribed to issue a sum-
by the act of March one, eighteen hundred and twenty-three, entitled « An 97 t© the ap-
act to extend the jurisdiction of justices of the peace in the recovery of = Subsequent
debts in the District of Columbia,” except that the appellant need not proceedings,
file a petition as directed by said act. \;ﬁfi’ifg: 313

Sec. 8. dnd be it further enacted, That if the appellant fails to prose- Proceedings.
cute his appeal, the appellee may, upon making the aforesaid deposit for if appetlant fails
costs, have the cause docketed, and move for affirmance of the justice’s apppeal_
judgment, or he may have a trial of the cause upon its merits. Execution of

Stc. 4. And be it further enacted, That there shall be no supersedeas 3’1238‘1“‘;%'6“;?5 of
or stay of execution of the judgments of the supreme court of the District court of the Dis-
of Columbia, otherwise than by injunction, or upon proceedings in error trict not to be

X stayed, &c. ex-
to the Supreme Court of the United States. cept, &e.

Skc. 5. And be it further enacted, That mutual debts between the par- Set-off of mu-
ties to an action, or between the testator or intestate of both parties, or tual debts.
either party, may be set off against each other by plea in bar, whether
the said debts be of the same or a different nature; and if eitbor debt
arose by reason of a penalty, the exact sum to be set off shall be stated in
the plea.

Sic. 6. And be it further enacted, That the plea of set-off may he: Form of plea
“That the plaintiff, at the commencement of the suit, was, and still is, ° set-off.
indebted to the defendant in the sum of dollars, for , A8 appears
by the particulars of the said debt, hereunto annexed; and he is willing
that the same may be set off against the plaintiff’s demand.” And upon Judgment to
the trial of an issue upon said plea, judgment shall be for the balance be t‘odr é’“la“ce
found due, whether tq the plaintiff or defendant, with costs. Mutual judg- Oli?umsfjudg_
ments recovered in said in said court may be set off against each other, ments may be
on motion of either party; and the court shall award execution for the iitni%i’iii’ffeeéff
balance found due against the party chargeable therewith. the balance.

Skc. 7. And be it further enacted, That publication may be substitut- Publication
ed for personal service of process upon any defendant who cannot be e be substi-
found, in suits for partition, divorce, by attachment, for the foreclosure of o caor Forson-

» par s ce, DY s al service of
mortgages and deeds of trust, and for the enforcement of mechanics’ lieng process, when,
and all other liens against real or personal property, and in all actions at %
law or in equity which have for their immediate object the enforcement
or establishment of any lawful right, claim, or demand to or against any

real or personal property within the jurisdiction of the court.




