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at the city of Jefferson, at the place of holding the district court of the circuit court for

United States for the said western district of Missouri, on the third Mon- of Missouri;
days of April and November in every year.

SEc. 2. That, the said circuit court of the United States in and for the for eastern dis-

western district of Missouri shall in all things have and retain jurisdiction trict

of all matters arising therein; that a circuit court of the United States in

and for the eastern district of Missouri shall be held at the same time and
place (at the city of Saint Louis) as now provided by law for holding the
circuit court of the United States in and for both the districts of Missouri;
that the said circuit court of the United States in and for the eastern dis- Jurisdiction of
trict of Missouri shall in all things have and retain jurisdiction of all mat- such circuit

ters arising therein; and that the said circuit courts of the United States
hereby established in and for the eastern and western districts of Missouri
shall, respectively, have and exercise the same original jurisdiction in the
said districts, respectively, as is vested in the several circuit courts of the

United States as organized under existing laws, and shall also respectively
have and exercise the same appellate jurisdiction over the district courts

of the United States for said eastern and western districts, respectively, as
by existing laws is vested in the said several circuit courts of the United
States over the district courts of the United States in their respective cir-
cuits. Said circuit courts shall be called, respectively, the circuit court of their title;

the United States in and for the western district of Missouri, and the cir-
cuit court of the United States in and for the eastern district of Missouri,
and shall be composed, respectively, of the justice of the Supreme Court by whatjudges
of the United States allotted to the eighth judicial circuit, the judge of to be held.

the eighth judicial circuit, and the judge of the district court for the west-
ern district of Missouri, in the said western district, and of the said two
first-named judges, and the judge of the district court for the eastern dis-
trict of Missouri, in the said eastern district, but may be held by any one
of said three judges in the absence of the remainder. The clerk of the Clerk, district
circuit court for the present districts of Missouri shall remain the clerk of attorney, and
the circuit court of the United States in and for the eastern district of Mis- marsha l fotreast -
souri; and the district attorney and marshal for said eastern district of
Missouri shall act as such district attorney and marshal in said circuit

court in and for the eastern district of Missouri as now provided by law.

The circuit court in and for the western district of Missouri shall appoint forwestern dis-

a clerk of said court, who shall keep his office in the city of Jefferson trict.

aforesaid, perform its duties, and receive its fees and emoluments, subject
and in conformity to existing laws regulating the duties, fees, and emolu-
ments of other clerks of circuit courts of the United States. And the
district attorney and marshal for said western district of Missouri shall act

as such district attorney and marshal in said circuit court in and for the
western district of Missouri.

SEC. 3. That the United States circ it court for said eastern and western Adjourned
districts of Missouri shall have power at any time to order adjourned terms terms of such

of said circuit courts, respectively, at which adjourned terms any business may be ordered.
may be transacted which could be transacted at any regular terms thereof.
A copy of said order, in the eastern district of Missouri, shall be posted on

the door of the court-room, and advertised in some newspaper printed in Order, how

the city of Saint Louis, and a copy of said order, in the western district promulgated.

of Missouri, shall be posted on the court-room door and advertised in some

newspaper printed in the city of Jefferson, twenty days at least before said
adjourned terms shall be holden.

APPROVED, June 8, 1872.

CHAP. CCCXXXV.-An Act to revise, consolidate, and amend the Statutes relating June 8, 1872.

to the Post-office Department.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United

States of America in Congress assembled, That there shall be established, Post-office de-
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partment estab- at the seat of government of the United States of America, a depart-
lhed. ment to be known as the Post-office Department.

Postmaster- SEC. 2. That the principal officers of the Post-office Department shall
general and three be one Postmaster-General and three assistant postmasters-general, who
a.ssistants, ap-
pointment, term shall be appointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent
of office, &c. of the Senate, and who may be removed in the same manner; and the

term of office of the Postmaster-General shall be for and during the term
of the President by whom he is appointed, and for one month thereafter,
unless sooner removed.

Employees of SEC. 3. That the Postmaster-General may appoint the following em-
the department, ployees in the Post-office Department: One chief clerk for the Post-

Chief clerk and master-General and one for each of the assistant postmasters-general,
other tclerks, one superintendent of post-office building and disbursing clerk, one super-
&c., of. intendent and one chief clerk of the money-order system, one superin-

tendent and one chief clerk of foreign mails, one topographer for Post-
office Department, one assistant attorney-general for the Post-office
Department, one chief of division for the office of mail depredations, one
chief of division of dead-letters, one superintendent of the blank agency,
one assistant superintendent and four assistants, fourteen clerks of class
four, sixty-one clerks of class three, fifty clerks of class two, seventy-one
clerks of class one, fifty-seven female clerks, one messenger for the Post-
master-General and one for each of the assistant postmasters-general,
four assistant messengers, ten watchmen, twenty-five laborers, one engi-
neer, one assistant engineer, one carpenter, one assistant carpenter, one
fireman and blacksmith, two firemen, three female laborers, and such a
number of temporary clerks, female clerks, folders, watchmen, and labor-
ers as may be required.

Annual salaries SEC. 4. That the annual salaries of the officers, clerks, and others em-
of officers and
clerks. ployed in the Post-office Department shall be as follows:

Salary of Post- Of the Postmaster-General, eight thousand dollars;
aster-general, Of the assistant postmasters-general, three thousand five hundredassistants, &e.

dollars each;
Of the superintendent of the money-order system, three thousand

dollars;
Of the superintendent of foreign mails, three thousand dollars;
Of the topographer of the Post-office Department, two thousand five

hundred dollars;
Of the assistant attorney-general of the Post-office Department, four

thousand dollars;
Of the chief of division for the office of mail depredations, twenty-five

hundred dollars;
Of the chief of division of dead-letters, two thousand five hundred dol-

lars;
Of the superintendent of post-office building and disbursing officer, two

thousand three hundred dollars;
chief clerkand Of the chief clerk to the Postmaster-General, two thousand two hun-

other clerks. dred dollars;
Of the chief clerks to the assistant postmaster-general, the chief

clerk of the superintendent of the money-order office, and the chief
clerk of the superintendent of foreign mails, two thousand dollars each;

Of the superintendent of the blank-agency, one thousand eight hun-
dred dollars; of the assistant superintendent, one thousand six hundred
dollars; of the four assistants, one thousand two hundred dollars each;

Of the clerks of class four, one thousand eight hundred dollars each;
Of the clerks of class three, one thousand six hundred dollars each;
Of the clerks of class two, one thousand four hundred dollars each;
Of the clerks of class one, one thousand two hundred dollars each;
Of the female clerks, nine hundred dollars each;
Of the messenger to the Postmaster-General, nine hundred dollars;
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Of the messengers to the assistant postmasters-general, eight hun- Pay of
dred and forty dollars each; messengers,

Of the assistant messengers, watchmen, and laborers, eight hundred watchmen, and
dollars each; [See Post, p.

Of the engineer, one thousand six hundred dollars; 6
06, for repeal of

Of the assistant engineer, one thousand dollars; sistant mesen-
Of the carpenter, one thousand two hundred and fifty-two dollars; gers, watchmen,
Of the assistant carpenter, one thousand dollars; and laborers.]
Of the fireman and blacksmith, nine hundred dollars;
Of the firemen, seven hundred and twenty dollars each;
Of the female laborers, four hundred and eighty dollars each.
SEC. 5. That the Postmaster-General shall procure and cause to be Sealfordepart-

kept a seal for his department, which shall be affixed to all commissions ment.
of postmasters and others, and used to authenticate all transcripts and
copies which may be required from his department.

SEC. 6. That the Postmaster-General shall establish and discontinue Authority and
post-offices; instruct all persons in the postal service with reference to duties of Post-
their duties; decide on the forms of all official papers; prescribe the master-general.
manner of keeping and stating accounts; enforce the prompt rendition of
returns relative to said accounts; control, according to law, and subject to
the settlement of the auditor, all expenses incident to the service of the
department; superintend the disposition of the moneys of the depart-
ment; direct the manner in which balances shall be paid over; issue
warrants to cover money into the treasury, and to pay out the same; and
generally superintend the business of the department, and execute all
laws relative to the postal service. In case ofdeath,

&c, his duties toSEC. 7. That in case of the death, resignation, or absence of the Post- devolve uponfirst
master-General, all his powers and duties shall devolve, for the tirne assistant post
being, on the first assistant postmaster-general. mastei-general.

SEC. 8. That the Postmaster-General shall make the following reports Postmaster-
to Congress at each annual session: general to reportannually to (on-

A report of all contracts for carrying the mail made within the preced- gress as to con-
ing year, giving in each case the name of the contractor; the date and tracts for carry-
duration of the contract; the routes embraced therein, with the length of ing the mail;
each; the time of arrival and departure at the ends of each route; the
mode of transportation; and the price to be paid, together with a copy
of the recorded abstracts of all proposals for carrying the mail, as pro-
vided by section two hundred and forty-eight.

A report of all land and water mails established or ordered within the land and water
preceding year, other than those let to contract at the annual letting, mails established,
giving in each case the route or water-course on which the mail is es- &c', n the year;
tablished, the name of the person employed to transport it, the mode
of transportation, the price to be paid, and the duration of the order or
contract.

A report of all allowances made to contractors within the preceding year allowance to
above the sums originally stipulated in their respective contracts, and the contractors;
reasons for the same, and of all orders made whereby additional expense
is incurred on any route beyond the original contract price; giving in each
case the route, the name of the contractor, the original service pro-
vided for by the contract, the original price, the additional service re-
quired, and the additional allowance therefor.

A report of all curtailments of expenses effected within the preceding curtailments of
year, giving in each case the same particulars as in the preceding report. expenses;

A report of the finances of the department for the preceding year,
showing the amount of balance due the department at the beginning of the finances of
the year; the amount of postage which accrued within the year; the the department.
amount of engagement and liabilities; and the amount actually paid dur-
ing the year for carrying the mail, showing how much of said amount
was for carrying the mail in preceding years.
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Postmaster- A report of the fines imposed on, and the deductions from the pay ofgeneral to report contractors, made during the preceding year; stating the name of the con-gressals to fines tractor, the nature of the delinquency, the route on which it occurred,and deductions; when the fine was imposed, and whether the fine or deduction has been
remitted, and for what reason.

copy of each A copy of each contract for carrying the mail between the Unitedcontract for car- States and foreign countries, with a statement of the amount of postagerying the mail; derived under the same, so far as the returns of the department will
enable it to be done.

contracts for A report showing all contracts which have been made by the department,other purposes other than for carrying the mail; giving the name of the contractor, the
the mail; article or thing contracted for, the place where the article was to be de-livered or the thing performed, the amount paid therefor, and the date

and duration of the contract.
clerks and A report of the clerks and other persons employed in the departmentotherpersons em- during the year, or any part thereof; giving the names of the persons, the

myein depart time they were actually employed, and the sum paid each; whether they
have been usefully employed; whether the services of any can be dispensed
with without detriment to the public service; and whether the removal of

foreign postal any, and the appointment of others in their stead, is required for the better
business and despatch of business.
agencies. A report on the postal business and agencies in foreign countries.

Reports to be And the Postmaster-General shall cause all of such reports to be printedprinted at public at the public printing office, either together or separately, and in suchprinting office,
numer & numbers as may be required by the exigencies of the service or by law.Postmaster- SEC. 9. That the Postmaster-General shall submit to Congress at eachgeneral to sb- annual session a statement of the amount expended during the precedingmit to Congressexpenses of pre- fiscal year, and an estimate of the amount that will be required for theceding year, and ensuing fiscal year, under each of the following heads: " Transportation of

suingyesar, aend the mails;" "compensation of postmasters;" "compensation of clerks inunder what post-offices;" " compensation of letter carriers;" "compensation of blankheads. agents and assistants;" "mail depredations and special agents;" "postage-
stamps and envelopes;" " ship, steamboat, and way letters;" "dead let-ters;" " mail-bags;" "m mail-locks, keys, and stamps;" "wrapping-paper;"
"office furniture;" " advertising;" " balances to foreign countries;" "rent,light, and fuel for post-offices;" " stationery;" and " miscellaneous; " show-Names of cer- ing the sums paid under each head, and the names of the persons to whomtain employees payments are made out of the miscellaneous fund; but the names of per-closed. sons employed in detecting depredations on the mail, and of other confi-
dential agents, need not be disclosed.

Postmastcr-gen- SEc. 10. That the Postmaster-General shall lay before Congress, duringeral to give to the first week in each annual session, detailed statements of the expendi-irs eesk ofring turos made from the contingent fund of his department. He shall alsosession detailed make out and keep, in proper books, full and complete inventories andstatement of accounts of all the property belonging to the United States in the build-expendits; ings, rooms, offices, and grounds occupied by him and under his charge,to keep inven- and to add thereto from time to time an account of such property as maytoriesof all public be procured subsequently to the taking of the same, and also an account
argeexcept of the sale or disposal of any such property, and to report the same to&c. Congress as aforesaid: Provided, That this section shall not apply to thesupplies of stationery and fuel which shall be accounted for as now pro-

vided by law.
Employees to SEc. 11. That all persons employed in any branch of the postal servicebe exempt from shall be exempt from militia duty, and from serving on juries, or from

duty. any penalty for neglect thereof.
e e SC. 12. That no person employed in the Post-office Department shallto be interestec become interested in any contract for carrying the mail, or act as agent,or carrying the with or without compensation, for any contractor or person offering tomail, or actas become a contractor, in any business before the department; and any
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person so offending shall be immediately dismissed from office, and shall agent for con-
be liable to pay so much money as would have been realized from said trenalt&y.
contract, to be recovered in an action of debt, for the use of the Post-office
Department.

SEC. 13. That all bonds taken and contracts entered into by the Post- Bonds and con-
office Department shall be made to and with the United States of tracts to be to

and with theAmerica. United States.
SEC. 14. That no person employed in the postal service shall receive No employee

any fees or perquisites on account of the duties to be performed by virtue to receive fees or
of his appointment. perquisites.

SEC. 15. That before entering upon the duties, and before they shall Postmaster-
receive any salary, the Postmaster-General and all persons employed in general and all
the postal-service, shall respectively take and subscribe, before some ath ora'rfirmta-
magistrate or other competent officer, the following oath or affirmation: tion;
" I, A. B., do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be) that I will form;
faithfully perform all the duties required of me, and abstain from every
thing forbidden by the laws in relation to the establishment of post-offices
and post-roads within the United States; and that I will honestly and
truly account for and pay over any money belonging to the said United
States which nay come into my possession or control: So help me, God.''
And this oath or affirmation may be taken before any officer, civil or before whom
military, holding a commission under the United States, and such officer taken.
is hereby authorized to administer and certify such oath or affirmation.

SEC. 16. That every person employed in the postal service shall be Employeestobe
subject to all the pains, penalties, and forfeitures for violation of the laws ties, &c, for vie-
relating to such service, whether he has taken the oath or affirmation pre- lation of law,
scribed in the preceding section or not. with or without

SEC. 17. That telegrams between the several departments of the gov- thelegrams over
eminent and their officers and agents, in their transmission over the lines certain lines to
of any company to which has been given the right of way, timber, or have priority,and at what
station lands from the public domain, shall have priority over all other rates.
business, at such rates as the Postmaster-General shall annually fix.

SEC. 18. That every order, entry, or memorandum whatever, on which All orders, &c.,
any action is to be based, allowance made, or money paid, and every con- on which, &s.,an and contracts,
tract, paper, or obligation made by or with the Post-office Department, &c., to have true
shall have its true date affixed to it; and every paper relating to con- dates affixed.
tracts or allowances filed in the department shall have the date when it Date of filing
was filed indorsed upon it. of certain papers.

SEC. 19. That the Postmaster-General shall furnish a copy of his an- Postmaster-
nual estimates to the Secretary of the Treasury prior to the first of No- gener tt giveN copy of estimates
vember in each year, which shall be reported to Congress by the latter in to Secretary of
his regular printed estimates. Treasury, before,

SEC. 20. That the Postmaster-General shall transmit a copy of each to'send copy of
postal convention concluded with foreign governments to the Secretary postal conven-
of State, who shall furnish a copy of the same to the congressional tionsto Secretary
printer, for publication; and the printed proof-sheets of all such conven-
tions shall be revised at the Post-office Department.

SEC. 21. That there shall be appointed by the President, by and with Auditor of
the advice and consent of the Senate, an auditor of the treasury for the treasury for the

Post-office De-
Post-office Department. partment;

SEC. 22. That the said auditor shall receive all accounts arising in the his powers and
Post-office Department, or relative thereto, with the vouchers necessary duties.
to a correct adjustment thereof, and shall audit and settle the same and
certify the balances thereon to the Postmaster-General. He shall keep
and preserve all accounts and vouchers after settlement. He shall close
the accounts of the department quarterly, and transmit to the Secretary
of the Treasury quarterly statements of its receipts and expenditures.
He shall report to the Postmaster-General, when required to do so, the
manner and form of keeping and stating the accounts of the department,
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Auditor of and the official forms of papers to be used in connection with its receipts
treasut for and expenditures. He shall report to the Postmaster-General all delin-part-ment, his quencies of postmasters in rendering their accounts and returns, or in pay-powers and du- ing over money-order funds and other receipts at their offices. He shallties. register, charge, and countersign all warrants upon the treasury for re-

ceipts and payments issued by the Postmaster-General, when warranted
by law. And he shall perform such other duties in relation to the finan-cial concerns of the department as may be assigned to him by the Secre-tary of the Treasury, and make to said secretary, or to the Postmaster-
General, such reports respecting the same as either of them may require.to superintend SEC. 23. That the said auditor shall superintend the collection of allthe collection debts due the department, and all penalties and forfeitures imposed for anyof debts andpenalties and for- violation of the postal laws, and take all such other measures as may befeitures; authorized by law to enforce the payment of such debts and the recovery
of such penalties and forfeitures. He shall also superintend the collection
of all penalties and forfeitures arising under other statutes, where suchpenalties and forfeitures are the consequence of unlawful acts affecting therevenues or property of the Post-office Department.

may administer SEC. 24. That the said auditor, or the mayor of any city, any justicecertain oaths, Of the peace, or the judge of any court of record, may administer oathsor affirmations in relation to the examination and settlement of the ac-
Penalty for counts committed to the charge of said auditor; and if any person shallknowingly swear- knowingly swear or affirm falsely touching any expenditure on account of,ing 'alsexly as t or claim in favor of or against, said department, he shall, on conviction&c e thereof, for every such ofience, forfeit and pay not exceeding two thousanddollars, and be imprisoned at hard labor not exceeding five years, accord-

ing to the aggravation of the offence.
Appeal from SEC. 25. 'hat if either the Postmaster-General or the person whoseauditor to the 1st accounts have been settled shall be dissatisfied with the settlement of saidthe treasury auditor, he may, within twelve months, appeal to the first comptroller ofwhose deision the treasury, whose decision shall be final and conclusive.

shall be final, Si;c. 26. That the Secretary of the Treasury may appoint in the officeauditor's ollicc, of the auditor for the Post-office Department one chief clerk, nine clerksappointment, of class four, forty-four clerks of class three, sixty-four clerks of class
number, &c. two, thirty-seven clerks of class one, one messenger, one assistant messen-

ger, and eleven laborers.
Annual salaries SEC. 27. That the annual salaries of the auditor for the Post-officeof auditor and Department, and the clerks, messengers, and laborers in his office, shalls be as follows:

Of the auditor, three thousand dollars;
Of the chief clerk, two thousand dollars;
Of the clerks of class four, one thousand eight hundred dollars each;and two hundred dollars additional to one of said clerks as disbursing

clerk;
Of the clerks of class three, one thousand six hundred dollars each;
Of the clerks of class two, one thousand four hundred dollars each;
Of the clerks of class one, one thousand two hundred dollars each;
Of the messenger, eight hundred and forty dollars;
Of the assistant messenger, seven hundred dollars;
Of the laborers, six hundred dollars each.

Any vacancy SEC. 28. That whenever the office of any postmaster shall becomein the office of vacant by reason of death, resignation, suspension, or by the expiration
suptplied withou of the commission of a postmaster or his rejection by the Senate, or bydelay; the neglect or refusal of any person to take charge of the post-office towhich he is appointed, it shall be the duty of the Postmaster-General orthe President (as the case may be) to supply such vacancy without delay,aand it shall be the duty of the Postmaster-General promptly to notify thenotifiedortobe auditor of the change; and every postmaster and his sureties shall bepromptly. responsible under their bond for the safe-keeping of the public property of
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the post-office, and the due performance of the duties thereof, until the Postmasterand
expiration of the commission, or until a successor shall have been duly sureties on his
appointed and qualified, and shall have taken possession of the office: responsible until
Provided, nevertheless, That in cases where there shall be a delay of sixty &c.
days in supplying such vacancy, the sureties may terminate their responsi- If vacancy.isPv not supplied in
bility by giving notice, in writing, to the Postmaster-General, such termi- sixty days, sure-
nation to take effect ten days after sufficient time shall have elapsed to ties may termi-

nate their respon-receive a reply from the Postmaster-General: And provided also, That sibilitye aind how.
the Postmaster-General may, when the exigencies of the service re- Special agent
quire, place such office in charge of a special agent until the vacancy can may take charge
be regularly filled; and when such special agent shall have taken charge of and sureties not
such post-office, the liability of the sureties of the postmaster shall cease. longer liable.

SEC. 29. That all orders and regulations of the Postmaster-General Certain orders,
which may originate a claim, or in any manner affect the accounts of the &c,' of Post-
postal service, shall be certified to the auditor for the Post-office Depart- be certitied to
ment. auditor.

SEC. 30. That the Postmaster-General may establish a blank agency Blank ageney
for the Post-office Department, to be located at Washington, District of at Washington,

Columbia.
SEC. 31. That the Postmaster-General may employ two special agents Special agents

for the Pacific coast, and such number of other special agents as the good fo Pacfsewicast
of the service and the safety of the mail may require.

SEC. 32. That the salary of the special agents of the Post-office De- their salaries
partment shall be at the rate of not more than one thousand six hundred and expenses;
dollars per annum; and they shall be allowed for travelling and incidental
expenses, while actually employed in the service, a sum not exceeding
five dollars a day.

SEC. 33. That whenever a special agent is required to collect or dis- bond, ifre-
burse any public money, he shall, before entering upon such duty, give r&c, public t
bond in such sum and form, and with such security, as the Postmaster- money.
General may approve.

SEC. 34. That the Postmaster-General may employ, when the service Assistant post-
requires it, the assistant postmasters-general and superintendents in his nasters-general,&c., may act as
department as special agents; and he may allow them therefor not ex- special agents;
ceeding the amount expended by them as necessary travelling expenses allowance for

travelling ex-
while so employed. penses.

SEC. 35. That the Postmaster-General may appoint two agents to Two agents to
superintend the railway postal service, who shall be paid out of the appro- superintend rail-way postal ser-
priation for the transportation of the mail, at the rate of two thousand five vice;
hundred dollars per annum salary, with an allowance for travelling and their salaries
incidental expenses, while actively employed in the service, of not more and expenses;
than five dollars a day; and the auditor of the treasury for the Post- auditor to
office Department shall charge to the appropriation for mail transporta- fcharg to what
tion the salary and per diem of the assistant superintendents of the postal
railway service; and to the appropriation for the free-delivery system, the
salary and per diem of the special agent detailed for that service; and the
salary and per diem of the special agents employed in the money-order
service shall be paid out of the proceeds of that service.

SEc. 3G. That the Postmaster-General may establish resident mail Resident mail
agencies at the ports of Panama and Aspinwall (New Granada), Havana agcnies at l'ana-
(Cuba), and Saint Thomas, and such other foreign ports at which United llavala, Saint
States mail steamers touch to land and receive mails, as may in his judg- Thomas, &c.
ment promote the efficiency of the foreign mail service; and may pay the Pay fir ser-
agents employed by him at such ports out of the appropriation for tralns- pclses.
portation of the mail a reasonable compensation for their services and the
necessary expenses for office-rent, clerk-hire, office-furniture, and other
incident1als, to be allowed him at each of such agencies.

SEC. 37. That the Postmaster-General may appoint an agent in charge Mail agents in
of the mail on board of each of the mail-steamers on the routes between steamers on

VOLVI. xI PUB.- 19
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routes between San Francisco, Japan, and China, between San Francisco and HonoluluSan Francisco,
Japan, and 'C (Hawaiian Islands), and New York to Rio Janeiro, who shall be allowed,
China. out of the appropriation for transportation of the mail, an annual salary

Salary. of two thousand dollars each.
General ostal SEC. 38. That the Postmaster-General may establish, in connection

agency t hang with the mail steamship service to Japan and China, a general postal
branch agencies, agency at Shanghai, China, or at Yokohama, Japan, with such branch

agencies at any other ports in China and Japan as he shall deem neces-
sary for the prompt and efficient management of the postal service in
those countries, and he may pay the postal agents employed thereat a
reasonable compensation for their services, in addition to the necessary
expenses for rent, furniture, clerk-hire, and incidental expenses.

Route agents SEC. 39. That the Postmaster-General may employ as many route-
aqd their pay. agents as may be necessary for the prompt and safe transportation of the

mail, who shall be paid out of the appropriation for transportation of the
mail, at the rate of not less than nine hundred nor more than one thousand
two hundred dollars per annum.

Clerks in rail- SEC. 40. That the Postmaster-General may appoint clerks for the pur-
way post offices. pose of assorting and distributing the mail in railway post-offices, who shall

be paid out of the appropriation for transportation of the mail, at the rate
of not more than one thousand four hundred dollars per annum to the head
clerks, nor more than one thousand two hundred dollars per annum to the
other clerks.

AouEnts of SEC. 41. That the accounts of the postal service shall be kept in such a
bot soervice to manner as to exhibit the amount of revenues derived respectively fromshow amount of letter-postage;" "book, newspaper, and pamphlet postage;" "regis-
revenue from cer- tered letters; " "box-rents and branch offices;" "postage-stamps and en-tan different
sources. velopes;" "dead-letters; " fines and penalties;" " revenue from money-

order business;" and" miscellaneous;" and the amount of expenditures for
each of the following objects, namely: "Transportation of the mail;"
"compensation of postmasters;" "compensation of letter-carriers;"
"compensation of clerks for post-offices;" "compensation of blank-agents
and assistants;" "mail depredations and special agents;" "postage-
stamps and envelopes;" " ship, steamboat, and way letters;" "dead-let-
ters;" " mail-bags ;" " mail locks and keys; " and " postmarking and can-
celling stamps;" "wrapping-paper;" " twine;" " letter-balances; "" office-
furniture ;" "advertising;" " balances to foreign countries; " "rent,
light, and fuel for post-offices;" and "stationery" and "miscellaneous."

Unclaimed SEC. 42. That unclaimed money in dead-letters for which no owner can
money rfrom be found; all money taken from the mail by robbery, theft, or otherwise,dead letter and
other noneys to which may come into the hands of any agent or employee of the United
be deposited as States, or any other person whatever; all fines and penalties imposed for any
part of postal violation of the postal laws, except such part as may by law belong to the

informer or party prosecuting for the same; and all money derived from
the sale of waste paper or other public property of the Post-office Depart-
ment, shall be deposited in the treasury, under the direction of the Post-

Revenuo from master-General, as part of the postal revenue. And the Postmaster-
money-order General is hereby directed to cause to be placed to the credit of the

ess. Treasurer of the United States for the service of the Post-office Depart-
ment, the net proceeds of the money-order business; and the receipts of
the Post-office Department derived fiom this source during each quarter
shall be entered by the auditor of the Treasury for the Post-office Depart-
ment, in the accounts of said department, under the head of "revenue firom
money-order business."

Postages, box- SEC. 43. That all postages, box-rents, and other receipts at post-offices
recnts, &., to be shall be accounted for as part of the postal revenues; and any part thereof
part of postal which the postmaster has neglected to collect, he shall be charged with and
revenues, &c. held accountable for the same as if he had collected it.

Lock-boxes SEC. 44. That postmasters may allow box-holders who desire to do so
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to provide lock-boxes or drawers for their own use, at their own expense, and drawers for
which lock-boxes or drawers, upon their erection in any post-office, shall their expernsat
become the property of the United States, and be subject to the direction
and control of the Post-office Department, and shall pay a rental at least Rental.
equal to that of other boxes in the same office, or, if there be no other
boxes in such office, of boxes in other offices of the same class, which
rental shall be accounted for as other box-rents.

SEC. 45. That any officer, agent, postmaster, clerk, or other person em- Penalty for
ployed in any branch of the postal service having temporary custody of any wilfully neglect-
money taken from dead-letters; any money derived from the sale of waste ang to dePs ic
paper or other public property of the Post-office Department; or any money is part of the
derived from any other source which by law is part of the postal revenues, postal revenues;
who shall wilfully neglect to deposit the same in the treasury of the United
States, or in some other depository authorized to receive the same, shall
be deemed guilty of embezzlement, and be subject to a fine not exceeding
double the sum so retained, or to imprisonment not exceeding three years,
or both, at the discretion of the court. And any person intrusted by law for neglecting,
with the sale of postage-stamps or stamped envelopes, who shall refhse or &c., to account

for postage-neglect to account for the same, or who shall pledge or hypothecate or stamps and en-
unlawfully dispose of them, for any purpose whatever, shall be deemed velopes, or un-
guilty of embezzlement, and shall be subject to the same penalty and lawfully dispos-
punishment as are provided in this section for the embezzlement of hem.
money.

SEC. 46. That the money required for the postal service in each year Appropriations
shall be appropriated by law out of the revenues of the service. for postal service.

SEC. 47. That payments of money out of the treasury on account of Payments on
the postal service shall be in pursuance of appropriations made by law, by account of postal
warrants of the Postmaster-General, registered and countersigned by the selrce, how to
auditor for the Post-office Department, and expressing on their face the ma
appropriation to which they should be charged.

SEC. 48. That all payments on account of the postal service shall be and to what
made to persons to whom the same shall be certified to be due by the persons;
auditor; but advances of necessary sums to defray expenses may be made necessary ad-
by the Postmaster-General to agents employed to investigate mail depre- vances for ex-
dations, examine post routes and offices, and on other like services, to be made. ho

charged to them by the auditor, and to be accounted for in the settlement
of their accounts.

SEC. 49. That the Postmaster-General may transfer debts due to the Transfer to
department from postmasters and others to such contractors as have given certain contrac-

tors of debts duebonds, with security, to refund any money that may come into their hands from paymasters.
over and above the amount found due them on the settlement of their
accounts; but such transfers shall only be in satisfaction of legal demands
for which appropriations have been made.

SEC. 50. That in all cases where money has been paid out of the funds Suits to be
of the Post-office Department under the pretence that service has been brought to re-
performed therefor, when, in fact, such service has not been performed, or paid by theyde-
as additional allowance for increased service actually rendered, when the partment, by
additional allowance exceeds the sum which, according to law, might right- m stake, or
fully have been allowed therefor, and in all other cases where money of the
department has been paid to any person in consequence of fraudulent re-
presentations, or by the mistake, collusion, or misconduct of any officer or
other employee in the postal service, the Postmaster-General shall cause
suit to be brought to recover such wrong or fraudulent payment or excess,
with interest thereon.

SEC. 51. That when the Postmaster-General is satisfied that money or Property stol-
property stolen from the mail, or the proceeds thereof, has been received en from mail,

may be deliveredat the department, he may, upon satisfactory evidence as to the owner, to owner if, &c.
deliver the same to him.

SEC. 52. That the auditor for the Post-office Department shall state and Quarterly ac-
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counts of moneys certify quarterly to the Postmaster-General on [an] account of the money
ters out of te re- paid by postmasters out of the receipts of their offices, and pursuant to
ceipts of their appropriations, on account of the expenses of the postal service, designating
office; the heads under which such payments were made.

amoun t to be SEC. 53. That upon the certified quarterly statement by the auditor for
credited to postal the Post-office Department of the payments by postmasters on account

revenue, &c. of the postal service, the Postmaster-General shall issue his warrant
to the treasurer to carry the amount to the credit of the postal revenues
and to the debit of the proper appropriations upon the books of the au-
ditor.

Postal reve- SEC. 54. That the postal revenues, and all debts due the Post-office
nu'es, &c. to be Department, shall, when collected, be paid into the treasury of the Unitedpaid into the
treasury. States, under the direction of the Postmaster-General; and the treasurer,

Duplicate re- assistant treasurer, or designated depositary receiving such payment shall
ceipts. give the depositor duplicate receipts therefor.

Deposits onac- SEC. 55. That all deposits on account of the postal service shall be
Count fr thie brought into the treasury by warrants of the Postmaster-General, coun-
&c. tersigned by the auditor; and no credit shall be allowed for any deposit

until such warrant has been issued.
Transfer of SEC. 56. That the Postmaster-General may transfer money belonging

molley belonging to the postal service between the treasurer, assistant treasurer, and desig-
to postal servce. nated depositaries, at his discretion, and as the safety of the public money

and the convenience of the service may require.
Fines and pen- SEC. 57. That all fines and penalties imposed for any violation of any

alties when, &c, law relating to the Post-office Department, or of any other law where such
the treasury, ex- violation affects the revenue or property of the Post-office Department,
cept, &c. shall, when collected or recovered, be paid into the treasury, to the credit

of the United States, for the use of the Post-office Department, except-
ing, however, such part thereof as may, by law, belong to the party inform-
ing or prosecuting for the same.

Quarterly re- SEC. 58. That the Postmaster-General may dispose of any quarterlyturns of mifls
sent, &c., ima returns of mails sent or received, preserving the accounts-current and all
be disposed of; accompanying vouchers, and use such portions of the proceeds as may be

accounts to be necessary to defray the cost of separating and disposing of them; but the
preserved bor two accounts shall be preserved entire for at least two years.

l'rinted, &c., SEC. 59. That the Postmaster-General may provide, by regulations, for
nlatter r'en 'ilimlg the disposition of printed and mailable matter which may remain in any
ole, ow dis- post-office, or in the department, not called for by the party addressed;
posed of. but if the publisher of any refused or uncalled-for newspaper or other

periodical shall pay the postage due thereon, such newspaper or other
periodical shall be excepted from the operation of this section.

New bond of SluC. 60. That when any postmaster shall be required to execute a new
any ps)lnaster;t bond, all payments made by him after the execution of such new bondfirst paysm ients
thereafter. may, if the Postmaster-General or the auditor shall deem it just, be applied

first to discharge any balance which may be due from said postmaster
under his old bond.

Post-offices SEC. 61. That the Postmaster-General shall establish post-offices at all
may bde stab- such places on post-roads established by law as he may deem expedient,lished, &c.

and he shall promptly certify such establishment to the auditor for the
Post-office Department.

Penialty for Si.C. 62. That any person who shall, without authority from the Post-
rlf'',it-mo master-General, set up or profess to keep any office or place of business

o(li, : without bearing the sign, name, or title of post-office, shall forfeit and pay, for
anllhoriiy. every such offence, not more than five hundred dollars.

Aplpointmnent, SEl . 63. That postmasters of the fourth and fifth class shall be ap-
te'rsoft sill I pointed and may be removed by the Postmaster-General, and all others
manid ti classes; shtall be appointed and may be removed by the President, by and with the

of all other advice and consent of the Senate, and shall hold their offices for four years
clasoes. unless sooner removed or suspended according to law, and all appointments
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and removals shall be notified to the auditor for the Post-office Depart-
ment.

SEC. 64. That every postmaster shall reside within the delivery of the Postmasters to
office to which he is appointed. reside where.

SEC. 65. That every postmaster, before entering upon the duties of his Bond of post-
office, shall give bond, with good and approved security, and in such master;
penalty as the Postmaster-General shall deem sufficient, conditioned for
the faithful discharge of all duties and trusts imposed on him either by
law or the rules and regulations of the department; and where an office conditions;
shall be designated as a money-order office, the bond of the postmaster
shall contain an additional condition for the faithful performance of all
duties and obligations in connection with the money-order business. On when to be de-
the death, resignation, or removal of a postmaster, his bond shall be de- livered to audi-
livered to the auditor for the Post-office Department. The bond of any tor;
married woman who may be appointed postmaster shall be binding upon wosan alpp inted
her and her sureties, and she shall be liable for misconduct in office as postmaster.
if she were sole.

SEC. 66. That when any of the sureties of a postmaster shall notify New bond may
the Postmaster-General of their desire to be released from their surety- be required.
ship, or when the Postmaster-General deems a new bond necessary, he
shall require the postmaster to execute such new bond, with security,
which, when accepted by the Postmaster-General, shall be as valid as the
bond given upon the original appointment of such postmaster, and the Sureties in
sureties in the prior bond shall be released from responsibility for all prior bond when
acts or defaults of such postmaster which may be done or committed sub- released from
sequent to the last day of the quarter in which such new bond shall be lesponsibility.
executed and accepted.

SEC. 67. That if on the settlement of the account of any postmaster Sureties on
it shall appear that he is indebted to the United States, and suit there- bond released if
for shall not be instituted within three years after the close of such suit t'r indebted-

hes is notaccount, the sureties on his bond shall not be liable for such indebted- brought within,
ness. &c.

SEC. 68. That every postmaster shall keep an office in which one or Postmaster to
more persons shall- be oi duty during such hours of each day as the Post- eceP an ottice,
master-General may direct, for the purpose of receiving, delivering, mak-
ing up, and forwarding all mail-matter received thereat.

SEC. 69. That all letters brought to any post-office half an hour before Letters brought
the time for the departure of the mail shall be forwarded therein; but at tO p

0
st-o

0"l"ie
offices where, in the opinion of the Postmaster-General, more time for warded.
making up the mail is required, he may prescribe accordingly, not exceed-
ing one hour.

SEC. 70. That the Postmaster-General shall furnish to the postmasters Schedule of
at the termination of each route a schedule of the time of arrival and time of arrival

an' departure ofdeparture of the mail at their offices, respectively, to be posted in a con- miail to ce posted
spicuous place in the office; and the Postmaster-General shall also give in oitice.
the postmaster notice of any change in the arrival and departure that may
be ordered; and he shall cause to be kept and returned to the depart- Registers of
ment, at short and regular intervals, registers, showing the exact times of tin"es, &c., to be
the arrivals and departures of the mail.

SEC. 71. That every postmaster shall keep a record, in such form as Record to be
the Postmaster-General shall direct, of all postage-stamps and envelopes kepot osta "ips,
and of all postal books, blanks, and property received from his predeces- &c.;' cpt
sor, or from the department or any of its agents; and also of all receipts
in money for postages and box-rents, and of all other receipts on account
of the postal service, and of any other transactions which may be re- to be suject to
quired by the Postmaster-General; and these records shall be preserved examinatiou, and
and delivered to his successor, and shall be at all times subject to exami- delivered to suc-
nation by any special agent of the department. cessor.

SEC. 72. That each postmaster shall render to the Postmaster-Gen- Quarterly ac-
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count of moneys eral, under oath, and in such form as the latter shall prescribe, a quarterly
received, &e., to account of all moneys received or charged by him or at his office, for

postage, rent of boxes or other receptacles for mail-matter, or by rea-
son of keeping a branch-office, or for the delivery of mail-matter in any
manner whatever.

Sworn state- SEC. 73. That the Postmaster-General may require a sworn statement
ment may be to accompany each quarterly account of a postmaster, to the effect that
required. such account contains a true statement of the entire amount of postage,

box-rents, charges, and moneys collected or received at his office during
the quarter; that he has not knowingly delivered, or permitted to be
delivered, any mail-matter on which the postage was not at the time
paid; that such account exhibits truly and faithfully the entire receipts
collected at his office, and which, by due diligence, could have been

False swearing collected; and that the credits he claims are just and right. And any
therein to be per- false swearing therein shall render him liable to the pains and penalties
jury. of perjury.

Penalty for SEC. 74. That if any postmaster shall neglect to render his accounts,
neglect to render for one month after the time, and in the form and manner prescribed by
accounts for one law and the regulations of the Postmaster-General, such postmaster andmonth after the
time, &c.; his sureties shall forfeit and pay double the amount of the gross receipts

at said office during any previous or subsequent equal period of time;
if no account and if, at the time of trial, no account shall have been rendered, they

at time of trial. shall forfeit and pay such sum as the court and jury shall estimate to be
equivalent thereto, to be recovered in an action of debt on the bond.

Public moneys SEC. 75. That postmasters shall keep safely, without loaning, using,
collected by post- depositing in an unauthorized bank, or exchanging for other funds, all the
bmaters, how to public money collected by them, or which may come into their possession

until it is ordered by the Postmaster-General to be transferred or paid out.
Postal reve- SEc. 76. That the postmaster at Washington and postmasters at cities

nnes, &c., to be where there is an assistant treasurer shall deposit the postal revenues and
,ieposted weekly all money accruing at their office with such assistant treasurer as often

as once a week at least, and as much oftener as the Postmaster-General
may direct.

Delinquencies, SEC. 77. That postmasters shall promptly report to the Postmaster-
tttoScols aer General every delinquency, neglect, or malpractice of the contractors,

&c., to be re- their agents, or carriers, which may come to their knowledge.
ported. SEa. 78. That no postmaster, assistant postmaster, or clerk employedNo postmaster,

&c., to be a con- in any post-office shall be a contractor or concerned in any contract for
tractor to carry carrying the mail.
mail;ct SEc. 79. That no postmaster shall act as agent for any lottery-office,
agent tbr lottery, or under any color of purchase, or otherwise, vend lottery-tickets; nor
&e. shall he receive or send any lottery scheme, circular, or ticket fiee of

postage; and for any violation of the provisions of this section the person
offending shall forfeit and pay fifty dollars.

Compensation SEC. 80. That the compensation of postmasters shall be a fixed annual
of postmasters; salary, to be divided into five classes, exclusive of the postmaster at New

at New York York city, whose salary shall be six thousand dollars per annum. The
five classes and salary of the first class shall be not more than four thousand dollars nor

alary of each less than three thousand dollars; of the second class, less than three
thousand dollars, but not less than two thousand dollars; of the third
class, less than two thousand dollars, but not less than one thousand dol-
lars; of the fourth class, less than one thousand dollars, but not less than
two hundred dollars; of the fifth class, less than two hundred dollars;

Salaries to be and the salaries of the first, second, and third classes shall be in even
in even sums. hundreds of dollars; of the fourth class, in even tens of dollars; and of

the fifth class, in even dollars.
Salary at new- SIc.- 81. That at all newly established offices, the Postmaster-Generally established

offces. I may temporarily fix the salary until the returns of such office shall enable
him to properly adjust the same, but the compensation shall in no case be
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thus temporarily fixed at more than the salary of an office of the fifth
class.

SEC. 82. That the salaries of postmasters shall be re-adjusted by the Salaries of
Postmaster-General once in two years, and in special cases as much oftener Peotasteds to be
as he may deem expedient; and when the quarterly returns of any post- in two years,
master of the third, fourth, or fifth class show that the salary allowed is &c .;
twenty per centum less than it would be on the basis of commission, the
Postmaster-General shall re-adjust the same.

SEC. 83. That in re-adjusting the salary of a postmaster, the amount amount, how
thereof shall be ascertained by adding, to the whole amount of box-rents, to be ascer-
commissions on the other postal revenues of the office at the following taed
rates: On the first one hundred dollars or less, sixty per centum; on all
over one hundred dollars, and not over four hundred dollars, fifty per cen-
tum ; on all over four hundred dollars and not over two thousand four hun-
dred dollars, forty per centum; on all over two thousand four hundred
dollars, fifteen per centum. And in order to ascertain the amount of the Amount ofpos-
postal receipts of each office, the Postmaster-General shall require post- tal receipts, how
masters to state, under oath, at such times and for such periods as he may ascertained.
deem necessary in each case, the amount of stamps cancelled, the amount
of box-rents received, the amount of unpaid postages collected, and the
amount of postage on printed and other mailable matter: Provided, how- When box-
ever, That whenever, by reason of the extension of fiee delivery of letters, rents are de-

creased by exten.the box-rents of any post-office are decreased, the Postmaster-General may sion of free deliv.
allow, out of the receipts of such office, a sum sufficient to maintain the ery.
salary thereof at the amount at which it had been fixed before the decrease
in box-rents.

SEC. 84. That the Postmaster-General shall make all orders assigning Orders estab-
or changing the salaries of postmasters in writing, and record them in his lishing salaries
journal, and notify the change to the auditor; and any change made in to be in writingi
such salaries shall not take effect until the first day of the quarter next fol-
lowing such order: Provided, That in cases of an extraordinary increase or auditor to be
decrease in the business of any post-office, the Postmaster-General may ad- notified;
just the salary of the postmaster at such post-office, to take effect from the when to take
first day of the quarter or period the returns for which form the basis of re- effect.
adjustment.

SEc. 85. That no postmaster shall, under any pretence whatever, have, Postmasters
receive, or retain for himself, in the aggregate, more than the amount of his not to retain
salary and his commission on the money-order business as hereinafter pro- and commission.
vided.

SEC. 86. That the Postmaster-General may designate offices at the inter- Distributing
section of mail-routes as distributing or separating offices; and where any offices;
such office is of the third, fourth, or fifth class, he may make a reasonable allowance to
allowance to the postmaster for the necessary cost of clerical services arising posmas
from such duties.

SEC. 87. That the Postmaster-General may allow to the postmaster at Postmasters of
New York city, and to the postmasters at offices of the first and second lst and 2d class

'nd at New Yorkclasses, out of the surplus revenues of their respective offices, that is to cit to be allowed
say, the excess of box-rents and commissions over and above the salary for rent, clerks,
assigned to the office, a reasonable sum for the necessary cost of rent, fuel, &c.
lights, furniture, stationery, printing, clerks, and necessary incidentals, to be
adjusted on a satisfactory exhibit of the facts, and no such allowance shall
be made except upon the order of the Postmaster-General.

Sec. 88. That the salary of a postmaster, and such other expenses of the Salary of post-
postal service authorized by law as may be incurred by him, and for which master, &c., may

be deducted fromappropriations have been made, may be deducted out of the receipts of receipts of office.
his office, under the direction of the Postmaster-General.

SEC. 89. That vouchers for all deductions made by a postmaster out of Vouchers for de-
duction to bethe receipts of his office, on account of the expenses of the postal service, submitted to

shall be submitted for examination and settlement to the auditor for the auditor.
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Post-office Department, and no such deduction shall be valid unless found
to be in conformity with law.

Compensation SEC. 90. That whenever, by reason of the presence of a military or naval
for unusual busi- force near any post-office, or from any other cause, unusual business accruesness at any post-
office. thereat, the Postmaster-General shall make a special order allowing reason-

able compensation for clerical service, and a proportionate increase of salary
to the postmaster during the time of such extraordinary business.

Post-offices may SEC. 91. That the Postmaster-General may discontinue any post-office
be discontinued. where the safety and security of the postal service and revenues are en-

dangered from any cause whatever, or where the efficiency of the service
Auditor to be shall require such discontinuance, and he shall promptly certify such dis-

notified. Continuance to the auditor for the Post-office Department.
Letter-carriers SEC. 92. That letter-carriers shall be employed for the free delivery of

for free deliver mail-matter, as frequently as the public convenience may require, at every
in what places' place containing a population of fifty thousand within the delivery of its

post-office, and at such other places as the Postmaster-General may
direct.

their salary; SEC. 93. That the salary of letter-carriers shall be fixed by the Post-
master-General, and shall rot exceed eight hundred dollars per annum;
but on satisfactory evidence of diligence, fidelity, and experience, he may
increase their salary to any sum not exceeding one thousand dollars per

in SanFran- annum; and in San Francisco, California, he may pay such additional
cisco. salaries to carriers as will secure the services of competent persons.

Uniform to be SiC. 94. That the Postmaster-General may prescribe a uniform dress
worn by letter- to be worn by letter-carriers, and any person not connected with the
carriers. letter-carrier branch of the postal service who shall wear the uniformPenalty for
wearing'it when which may be prescribed shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and,
not authorized. on conviction thereof, for every such offence shall be fined not more thar

one hundred dollars, or imprisoned not more than six months, or both, at
the discretion of the court.

Receivin g- SEC. 95. That the Postmaster-General may establish, in places where
boxes for deposit letter-carriers arc employed, and also in other places where, in his judg-
of mail-matter; ment, the public convenience requires it, receiving-boxes, for the deposit

collections of mail-matter, and shall cause the matter deposited therein to be col-
therefrom. lected as often as public convenience may require.

Penalty for SEC. 96. That any person who shall wilfully and maliciously injure,
wilfully, &c., in- tear down, or destroy, any letter-box, pillar-box, or other receptacle

recepngtac&for established by the Postmaster-General for the safe deposit of matter for
positof mail-mat- the mail or for delivery, or who shall wilfully and maliciously assault any
ter; letter-carrier, when in uniform, while engaged on his route in the discharge

for assaulting of his duty as a letter-carrier, and any person who shall wilfully aid or
letter-carrie assist therein, shall, on conviction thereof, for every such offence, forfeit

and pay not less than one hundred nor more than one thousand dollars, or
be imprisoned not less than one nor more than three years, according to
the circumstances and aggravation of the offence.

Letter-carriers SEC. 97. That each letter-carrier shall give bonds, with sureties, to be
to give bond with approved by the Postmaster-General, for the safe custody and delivery of

all mail-matter, and the faithful account and payment of all money received
by him.

Branch post- SEC. 98. That the Postmaster-General, when the public convenience
offices. requires it, may establish within any post-office delivery one or more

branch-offices, for the receipt and delivery of mail-matter and the sale of
stamps and envelopes; and he shall prescribe the rules and regulations

Letters not to for the government thereof. But no letter shall be sent for delivery to
b sent there tbr any branch-office contrary to the request of the party to whom it is ad-delivery, i & dressed.

dressed.
Postage on SEC. 99. That the rate of postage on newspapers, excepting weeklies,

newspapers and periodicals not exceeding two ounces in weight, and circulars when thepeodieals. deposited a letter-carrier office for deliry by the office or
same are deposited in a letter-carrier office for delivery by the office or
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its carrieis, shall be uniform at one cent each; but periodicals weighingmore than two ounces shall be subject to a postage of two cents each,
and these rates shall be prepaid by stamps.

SEC. 100. That no extra postage or carriers' fees shall be charged or ags" extra posat -collected upon any mail-matter collected or delivered by carriers. ter by carriers.SEC. 101. That all expenses of letter carriers, branch-offices, and re- Expenses ofceiving-boxes, or incident thereto, shall be kept and reported in a separate ebranch-oaices 'account, and shall be shown in comparison with the proceeds from post- and receivingage on local mail-matter at each office, and the Postmaster-General shall boxes to be kept
h m separate ac-be guided in the expenditures for this branch of the service by the income count, &c.derived therefrom.

SEc. 102. That to promote public convenience, and to insure greater Money-ordersecurity in the transfer of money through the mail, the Postmaster-Gen- systen, oreral may establish, under such rules and regulations as he may deem ex- oly-ofes.d"
pedient, a uniform money-order system, at all suitable post-offices, which
shall be designated as " money-order offices."

SEC. 103. That the Postmaster-General may conclude arrangements Agreementswith the post departments of foreign governments, with which postal con- with foreign gov-
ernmsents for theventions have been or may be coneluded, for the exchange, by means of exchange bypostal orders, of small sums of money, not exceeding fifty dollars in postal orders, ofamount, at such rates of exchange, and compensation to postmasters, mall sums ofand under such rules and regulations as he may deem expedient; and the Expensesexpenses of establishing and conducting such system of exchange may be thereofS

paid out of the proceeds of the money-order business.
SEC. 104. That the postmaster at a money-order office shall issue, in Postal money-such manner and form as the Postmaster-General may prescribe, an order orders, rules forfor a specified sum of money, payable by the postmaster at any other ssuimg;money-order office which the person applying therefor may select; but nomoney-order shall be delivered until the amount thereof, and the properfee therefor, have been deposited with the postmaster issuing it: Provided,That the postmaster of every city where branch post-offices or stations in cities whereare established and in operation, subject to his supervision, is hereby au- branch postthorized, under the direction of the Postmaster-General, to issue, or to offices ae incause to be issued, by any of his assistants or clerks in charge of branch

post-offices or stations, postal money-orders payable at his own or at anyother money-order office, or at any branch post-office or station of hisown, or of any other money-order office, as the remitters thereof maydirect; and that the postmaster and his sureties shall in every case be Postmaster andheld accountable upon his official bond for all moneys received by him or sureties on hi,his designated assistants or clerks in charge of stations from the issue formoney re-of money-orders under the provisions of this act, and for all moneys ceivedformoney-which may come into his or their hands, or be placed in his or their orders.
custody by reason of the transaction by them of money-order business. Laws now inAnd all the provisions of law now in force respecting the issue and the force to apply.payment of money-orders, and the disposal of money-order funds in thecustody of postmasters, shall apply to all money-orders issued underthe authority given by this act, and to all moneys received from the issue
thereof.

SEC. 105. That any postmaster who shall issue a money-order without Penalty forhaving previously received the money therefor shall be deemed guilty of issuing a money-order withouta misdesmeanor, and, on conviction thereof, shall be fined not less than first receiving thefifty nor more than five hundred dollars. money theretbr.SEC. 106. That in case of the sickness or unavoidable absence from his 'ostmaster atoffice of the postmaster of any money-order post-office, he may, with the ollice na , inapproval of the Postmaster-General, authorize the chief clerk, or some case of &c.,
other clerk employed therein, to act in his place, and to discharge all the leutll ozat e so meduties required by law of such postmasters: Provided, That the official his place.bond given by the principal of the office shall be held to cover and apply ac on d to coverto the acts of the person appointed to act in his place in such cases: And son. u h per
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Person so act- provided further, That such acting officer shall, for the time being, be
ing subject to subject to all the liabilities and penalties prescribed by law for the officialpenalties, misconduct in like cases of the postmaster for whom he shall act.

Money-orders SEC. 107. That no money-order shall be issued for more than fifty dol-not to be for over ]ars, and the fees therefor shall be, for orders not exceeding ten dollars,
fees therefor. five cents; exceeding ten and not exceeding twenty dollars, ten cents;

exceeding twenty and not exceeding thirty dollars, fifteen cents; exceed-
ing thirty and not exceeding forty dollars, twenty cents; exceeding forty
dollars, twenty-five cents.

Blanks for SEC. 108. That the Postmaster-General shall supply money-order offices
oney-order with blank forms of application for money-orders, which each applicant
Applicant to shall fill up with his name, the name and address of the party to whomfill blanks. the order is to be paid, the amount, and the date of application; and all
Applications such applications shall be preserved by the postmaster receiving them for

e preserve such time as the Postmaster-General may prescribe.
Forms for SEC. 109. That the Postmaster-General shall furnish money-ordermoney-orders.mNoorder valid offices with printed or engraved forms for money-orders, and no order

unless, &c. shall be valid unless it be drawn upon such form.
Notice of SEC. 110. That the postmaster issuing a money-order shall send a no-

postneasrer y tice thereof by mail, without delay, to the postmaster on whom it is
mail. drawn.

Money-orders SEC. 111. That no money-order shall be valid and payable unless pre-
one yalar. sented to the postmaster on whom it is drawn within one year after its

New orders in date; but the Postmaster-General, on the application of the remitter
lieu of, &c. or payee of any such order, may cause a new order to be issued in lieu

thereof.
Payee of SEC. 112. That the payee of a money-order may, by his written in-money-dorieer dorsement thereon, direct it to be paid to any other person, and the post-may indorse thesame to third master on whom it is drawn shall pay the same to the person thus desig-person, who may nated, provided he shall furnish such proof as the Postmaster-General

money thereon, may prescribe that the indorsement is genuine, and that he is the person
if, &C. empowered to receive payment; but more than one indorsement shallMore than one render an order invalid and not payable, and the holder, to obtain pay-indorsement
renders order ment, shall be required to apply in writing to the Postmaster-General for
invalid. a new order in lieu thereof, returning the original order, and making such

proof of the genuineness of the indorsements as the Postmaster-General
may require.

Money-orders SEC. 113. That after a money-order has been issued, if the purchasermay be changed; desires to have it modified or changed, the postmaster who issued the
a new fee to be order shall take it back and issue another in lieu of it, for which a newexte. fee shall be exacted.
Postmastr ison- SEC. 114. That the postmaster issuing a money-order shall;repay thesuing a money- a o porder shall repay amount of it upon the application of the person who obtained it, and theamount on, &c., return of the order, but the fee paid for it shall not be returned.but not the fte.
Duplicate or- SEC. 115. That whenever a money-order has been lost, the Postmaster-

ders in place of General, upon the application of the remitter or payee of such order, maythose lost, &c. cause a duplicate thereof to be issued, without charge, providing the party
losing the original shall furnish a certificate from the postmaster by whom
it was payable that it had not been, and would not thereafter be, paid, and
a similar certificate from the postmaster by whom it was issued that it had

Penalty for not been, and would not thereafter be, repaid.
forging, &c a SEC. 116. That any person who shall, with intent to defraud, falsely
money-order; make, forge, counterfeit, engrave, or print, or cause or procure to be falsely

made, forged, counterfeited, engraved, or printed, or willingly aid or assist
in falsely making, forging, counterfeiting, engraving, or printing, any order
in imitation of or purporting to be a money-order issued by the Post-
office Department, or any of its postmasters or agents, or any material

for falselyal- signature or indorsement thereon; any person who shall falsely alter, ortering orpassing, cause or procure to be altered, or willingly aid or assist in falsely altering
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any such money-order; any person who shall, with intent to defraud, pass, &c., with intentutter, or publish, or attempt to pass, utter, or publish, as true, any such to defraud anyfalse, forged, counterfeited, or altered money-order, knowing the same, or money-order.any signature or indorsement thereon, to be false, forged, counterfeited, oraltered, every such person shall be deemed guilty of felony, and, on con-viction thereof, shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not less than twonor more than five years, and be fined not exceeding five thousand dollars.SEC. 117. That all payments and transfers to and from money-order Payments adoffices shall be under the direction of the Postmaster-General. He may ransrsto andtransfer money-order funds from one postmaster to another, and from the order offces;postal revenue to the money-order funds; and he may transfer money-order funds to creditors of the department, to be replaced by equivalenttransfers from the postal revenues.

SEC. 118. That the Postmaster-General may transfer to the postmaster Transfers byat any money-order office, by warrant on the treasury, countersigned by arrant tod eetthe auditor for the Post-office Department, and payable out of the postal yrevenues, such sum as may be required over and above the currentrevenues at his office to pay the money-orders drawn upon him.SEC. 119. That the Postmaster-General shall require each postmaster Accounts o0at a money-order office to render to the Post-office Department weekly money-orderssemi-weekly, or daily accounts of all money-orders issued and paid; of quied daiy, &c.all fees received for issuing them; of all transfers and payments madefrom money-order funds; and of all money received to be used for thepayment of money-orders or on account of money-order business.SEC. 120. That the auditor for the Post-office Department shall keep Accounts ofthe accounts of the money-order business separately, and in such manner bmone-orderas to show the number and amount of money-orders issued at each office, kept separatelythe number and amount paid, the amount of fees received, and all theexpenses of the money-order business.SEC. 121. That all money received for the sale of money-orders, in- Money lreeluding all fees thereon, all money transferred from the postal revenues to ceived t)r money-the money-order funds, all money transferred or paid from the money- deemed '"money-order funds to the service of the Post-office Department, and all money- order funds."order funds transferred from one postmaster to another, shall be deemedand taken to be money-order funds and money in the treasury of theUnited States. And it shall be the duty of the assistant treasurer of the Assistant-
a treasurer to open

United States to open, at the request of the Postmaster-General, an ac- tasuer to openac- account ofcount of " money-order funds " deposited by postmasters to the credit of money-orderthe Postmaster-General, and of drafts against the amount so deposited, funds.drawn by him and countersigned by the auditor.SEC. 122. That any postmaster, assistant, clerk, or other person em- AMisusing, &c.,ployed in or connected with the business or operations of any money- any money-orderorder office who shall convert to his own use, in any way whatever, or therein to be em-loan, or deposit in any bank, or exchange for other funds, any portion of bezzlement;the money-order funds, shall be deemed guilty of embezzlement; and any penalty there-such person, as well as every other person advising or participating therein, for.shall, on conviction thereof, for every such offence, be imprisoned for notless than six months nor more than ten years, and be fined in a sum equalto the amount embezzled; and any failure to pay over or produce any Failure to pay
money-order funds intrusted to such person shall be taken to be prima over, &c., to befacie evidence of embezzlement; and upon the trial of any indictment prima fade evi-

'me of embez-
against any person for such embezzlement, it shall be prima-facie evidence zlement.of a balance against him to produce a transcript from the money-order In trials for,account-books of the auditor for the Post-office Department. But nothing frim &ec, to beherein contained shall be construed to prohibit any postmaster depositing, primla facie evi-under the direction of the Postmaster-General, in a national bank des- deu'e of balanceignated by the Secretary of the Treasury for that purpose, to his owncredit as postmaster, any money-order or other funds in his charge, norprevent his negotiating drafts or other evidences of debt through such
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bank, or through United States disbursing officers, or otherwise, when
instructed or required to do so by the Postmaster-General, for the purpose
of remitting surplus money-order funds from one post-office to another, to

Disbursing be used in payment of money-orders. That disbursing officers of the
dfficlers to isset United States shall be required to issue, under regulations to be prescribed
checks, for, &c. by the Secretary of the Treasury, duplicates of lost checks drawn by them

in favor of any postmaster on account of money-order or other public
funds received by them from some other postmaster.

Payment to SEC. 123. That postmasters at money-order offices may be allowed, as
pOntystderat compensation for issuing and paying money-orders, not exceeding one-
offices for, &c. third of the whole amount of fees collected on orders issued, and one-

fourth of one per centum on the gross amount of orders paid at their
respective offices, provided such compensation, together with the post-

Limit. master's salary, shall not exceed four thousand dollars per annum, ex-
cept in the case of the postmaster at New York city, as hereiwbefore
provided.

Stationery and SEC. 124. That the Postmaster-General may pay out of the proceeds
incidentoalsd of the money-order business the cost of stationery and such incidentalmoney order
business. expenses as are necessary for the transaction of that business.

Addiitiosal SEC. 125. That the Postmaster-General may employ such an additional
order otlices y number of clerks at money-order offices as may be necessary for conducting

the operations of the money-order system, who shall be paid out of the
proceeds of the money-order business.

Registration of SEC. 126. That for the greater security of valuable mail-matter, the
mail-matter. Postmaster-General may establish a uniform system of registration.

ProviPions for SEC. 127. That mail-matter shall be registered only on the application
matter and tees f t he  rty posting the same, and the fee therefor shall not exceed twenty
therclior. cents in addition to the regular postage, to be, in all cases, prepaid; and

all such fees shall be accounted for in such manner as the Postmaster-
Certain official General shall direct: Provided, That letters upon the official business of

letter to be rfg- the Post-office Department which require registering shall be registered
charge. fiee of charge, and pass through the mails fiee of charge.

Reccipts for SI-C. 128. That a receipt shall be taken upon the delivery of any reg-
regitcred letters; istered mail-matter, showing to whom and when the same was delivered,

which shall be returned to the sender, and be received in the courts as
to be evidence. primna-facie evidence of such delivery.
No liability fer S:C. 129. That the Post-Office Department, or its revenue, shall not
nss of registered be liable for the loss of any registered mail-matter.
Mailable mat- SEO. 130. That mailable matter shall be divided into three classes:

ter ivided in first, letters; second, regular printed matter; third, miscellaneous matter.
1st class. S :C. 131. That mailable matter of the first class shall embrace all cor-

respondence, wholly or partly in writing, except book-manuscripts and
corrected proof-sheets passing between authors and publishers.

2d class. Sic. 132. That mailable matter of the second class shall embrace all
matter exclusively in print, and regularly issued at stated periods from
a known office of publication, without addition by writing, mark, or sign.

ad class. S:c. 133. That mailable matter of the third class shall embrace all
pamphlets, occasional publications, transient newspapers, magazines,
hand-bills, posters, unsealed circulars, prospectuses, books, book-manu-
scripts, proof-sheets, corrected proof-sheets, maps, prints, enigravines.
blakls, flexible patterns, samples of merchandise not exceeding twelve
ounces in weight, sample cards, phonographic paper, letter envelopes,
postal envelopes and wrappers, cards, plain and ornamental paper,
photographic representations of different types, seeds, cuttings, bulbs,
roots, scions, and all other matter which may be declared mailable by
law, and all other articles not above the weight prescribed by lawv, which
are not, from their form or nature, liable to destroy, deface, or otherwise
injure the contents of the mail-bag or the person of any one engaged in

Certain articles the postal service. All liquids, poisons, glass, explosive materials, and
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obscene books shall be excluded from the mails. All matter of the excluded fromthird class, excepting books and other printed matter, book-manuscripts, mailstter of0^ Ma

tte r o f tproof-sheets, and corrected proof-shets, shall not exceed twelve ounces class, exceptin weight, and all matter of the third class shall be subject to examination &c., not to ex-and to rates of postage as hereinafter provided. Samples of metals, ores, ceed whatand mineralogical specimens shall not exceed twelve ounces in weight, weight.and shall be subject to examination and to rates of postage as hereinafter Metals, ores, &c.provided. 
Packages of

SEC. 134. That no package weighing more than four pounds shall be more than fourreceived for conveyance by mail, except books published or circulated by o., nl l t xceptooorder of Congress. 
to go bySEc. 135. That the Postmaster-General shall furnish to the post-offices Postal balancesexchanging mails with foreign countries, and to such other offices as he gderai to bated iurmay deem expedient, postal balances denominated in grams of the metric nislled, &c.system, fifteen grams of which shall be the equivalent, for postal purposes, Equivalent ofof one-half ounce avoirdupois, and so on in progression. ounce.SE. 136. That the Postmaster-General may prescribe by regulation Wrappers ofthe manner of wrapping and securing for the mails all matter not charged mai l-natter notwith letter-postage nor lawfully franked, so that it may be conveniently postag'e, &c.;examined by postmasters; and if not so wrapped and secured, it shall besubject to letter-postage.

SEC. 137. That postmasters at the office of delivery may remove the may be re-wrappers and envelopes from mail-matter not charged with letter-postage olivery;nor lawfully franked, when it can be done without destroying them, forf devethe purpose of ascertaining whether there is upon or connected with any
such matter any thing which would authorize or require the charge of ahigher rate of postage thereon.

SItc. 138. That no newspapers shall be received to be conveyed by Newspaper,mail unless they are sufficiently dried and inclosed in proper wrappers. unlett b carri,SEC. 139. That where packages of newspapers or other periodicals are Newspapers,received at a post-office, directed to one address, and the names of the &c, in packages
wh en to be deliv-

subscribers to whom they belong, with the postage for a quarter in ered to owners.advance, is handed to the postmaster, he shall deliver such papers orperiodicals to their respective owners.
SEC. 140. That postmasters shall notify the publisher of any newspaper, Notice thator other periodical, when any subscriber shall refuse to take the same newspaper, &c.,from the office, or neglect to call for it for the period of one month. is not taken fromSEC. 141. That publishers of newspapers and periodicals may print or Publishers may'write, upon their publications sent to regular subscribers, the address of write address ofthe subscriber, and the date when the subscription expires, and may inclose egular subscrib-.es, ana*icosl e- .^ers on paper, and-therein bills and receipts for subscription thereto, without subjecting such inclose bills.publications to extra postage.

SEC. 142. That any person who shall inclose or conceal any letter, Penalty forin-memorandum, or other thing in any mail-matter not charged with letter- closing letter inpostage, or make any writing or memorandum thereon, and deposit, or rged ith let-cause the same to be deposited, for conveyance by mail at a less rate than ter postage, orletter-postage, shall, for every such offence, forfeit and pay five dollars, writing thereon.and such mail-matter or inclosure shall not be delivered until the postage No extra post-is paid thereon at letter rates; but no extra postage shall be charged for age for card ona card printed or impressed upon an envelope or wrapper. wrapper.SEC. 143. That contractors or mail-carriers may convey, out of the MIail-carriersmail, newspapers for sale or distribution to subscribers. may carry news-SEC. 144. That the Postmaster-General may provide by order the mail for, &c.terms upon which route-agents may receive from publishers or any news- Route-agentsagents in charge thereof, and deliver the same as directed, if presented may receiveand called for at the mail-car or steamer, packages of newspapers and anewspapers.other pe.iodicals not received from or intended for delivery at any post-office.
SEC. 145. That any pos:master who shall unlawfully detain in his Penalty upon
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postmasters for office any letter or other mail-matter, the posting of which is not pro-
unlawfully de- hibited by law, with intent to prevent the arrival and delivery of the same
taining letters
with intent, c. to the person to whom it is addressed, shall, on conviction thereof, forfeit

and pay not exceeding five hundred dollars, and be imprisoned not ex-
ceeding six months, and he shall be forever thereafter incapable of holding
the office of postmaster.

Penalty upon SEC. 146. That any person employed in any department of the postal
any employee in
the postal i service e, who shall unlawfully detain, delay, or open any letter, packet,
forunlawfullyde- bag, or mail of letters intrusted to him, or which shall have come into his
taining letters, possession, and which was intended to be conveyed by mail, or carried or

delivered by any mail-carrier, mail-messenger, route-agent, letter-carrier,
or other person employed in any department of the postal service, or
forwarded through or delivered from any post-office or branch post-office

for secreting, established by authority of the Postmaster-General; any such person who
or destroying, shall secrete, embezzle, or destroy any such letter, packet, bag, or mail of
&., letters, &c.,
not'containng,' letters, as aforesaid, which shall not contain any security for or assurance
&c.; relating to money or other thing of value, every such person shall, on

conviction thereof, for every such offence, forfeit and pay a penalty of not
exceeding five hundred dollars, or be imprisoned not more than one year,
or both, at the discretion of the court.

for taking any SEC. 147. That any person who shall take any letter, postal card, or
letter, &c., not packet which shall not contain any article of value or evidence thereof
containing, &c.,
from poct-office, out of a post-office or branch post-office, or fiom a letter or mail carrier,
&c., with intent, or which has been in any post-office or branch post-office, or in the

&. custody of any letter or mail carrier, before it shall have been delivered
to the person to whom it was directed, with a design to obstruct the
correspondence, or pry into the business or secrets of another, or shall
secrete, embezzle, or destroy the same, shall, on conviction thereof, for
every such offence, forfeit and pay a penalty not exceeding five hundred
dollars, or be imprisoned at hard labor not exceeding one year, or both, at
the discretion of the court.

Obscene, &c., SEC. 148. That no obscene book, pamphlet, picture, print, or other
books, envel- publication of a vulgar or indecent character, or any letter upon the en-
opes, postal
cards, &c., not velope of which, or postal card upon which scurrilous epithets may have
to be carried in been written or printed, or disloyal devices printed or engraved, shall be
mai. en carried in the mail; and any person who shall knowingly deposit, or
substituted. cause to be deposited, for mailing or for delivery, any such obscene publica-
1873, ch. 258. § 2. tion, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction thereof,

Post, p. 59. shall, for every such offence, be fined not more than five hundred dollars,
or imprisoned not more than one year, or both, according to the circum-
stances and aggravation of the offence.

Circulars for SEC. 149. That it shall not be lawful to convey by mail, nor to deposit
illegal lotteries, in a post-office to be sent by mail, any letters or circulars concerning ille-
&tc.-onoteto be gal lotteries, so-called gift-concerts, or other similar enterprises offering
carried by mail, prizes, or concerning schemes devised and intended to deceive and defraud
nor deposited in the public for the purpose of obtaining money under false pretences, and aoffice.

Penalty. penalty of not more than five hundred dollars nor less than one hundred
dollars, with costs of prosecution, is hereby imposed upon conviction, in
afiy federal court, of the violation of this section.

Postage to be SEC. 150. That postage on all mail-matter must be prepaid by stamps
ptrepai by at the time of mailing, unless herein otherwise provided for.stamps.

Mail-matter to SEC. 151. That all mail-matter deposited for mailing on which at least
be forwarded if one full rate of postage has been paid as required by law, shall be for-
one full rate has
been paid; warded to its destination, charged with the unpaid rate, to be collected on

delivery.
not prepaid, SEC. 152. That if any mail-matter, on which by law the postage is re-

rdeaSct intos quired to be prepaid at the mailing office, shall by inadvertence reach its
pay doable rates. destination without such prepayment, double the prepaid rates shall be

charged and collected on delivery.
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SEC. 153. That no mail-matter shall be delivered until the postage due Mail-matternot
thereon has been paid. to be delivered

SEC. 154. That no box at any post-office shall be assigned to the use andtlpostage is
of any person until the rent thereof has been paid for at least one quar- Boxes at post-
ter in advance, for which the postmaster shall give a receipt. office to be paid

SEC. 155. That the Postmaster-General may provide by regulation for advancrter .
transmitting unpaid and duly certified letters of soldiers, sailors, and ma- Unpaid letters
rines in the service of the United States, to their destination. to soldiers

SEC. 156. That on all mail-matter which is wholly or partly in writing, Mail-matter
except book-manuscripts and corrected proofs passing between authors wholly or partly
and publishers, and local or drop letters; on all printed matter which is so nept &c., to pay
marked as to convey any other or further information than is conveyed by letter postage.
the original print, except the correction of mere typographical errors;
on all matter which is sent in violation of law or the regulations of the
department respecting inclosures; and on all matter to which no specific
rate of postage is assigned, postage shall be charged at the rate of three
cents for each half-ounce or fraction thereof.

SEC. 157. That letters commonly known as drop or local letters, deliv- Drop or local
ered through the post-office or its carriers, shall be charged with postage letters.
at the rate of two cents where the system of free delivery is established,
and one cent where such system is not established, for each half-ounce or
fraction thereof.

SEC. 158. That on newspapers and other periodical publications, not Quarterly
exceeding four ounces in weight, sent from a known office of publication postage on news-
to regular subscribers, postage shall be charged at the following rates per papers, &c., to
quarter, namely: on publications issued less frequently than once a week, sribler s
at the rate of one cent for each issue; issued once a week, five cents; and
five cents additional for each issue more frequent than once a week. And
an additional rate shall be charged for each additional four ounces or frac-
tion thereof in weight.

SEC. 159. That on newspapers and other periodicals sent from a known to be paid
office of publication to regular subscribers, the postage shall be paid before before delivery.
delivery, for not less than one quarter, nor more than one year; which
payment may be made either at the office of mailing or delivery, com-
mencing at any time; and the postmaster shall account for said postage in
the quarter in which it is received.

SEC. 160. That the Postmaster-General may provide by regulations for Small news-
carrying small newspapers, issued less frequently than once a week, in papers in pack-
packages to one address, from a known office of publication to regular dress.
subscribers, at the rate of one cent for each four ounces or fraction
thereof.

SEC. 161. That persons known as regular dealers in newspapers and Regular deal-
periodicals may receive and transmit by mail such quantities of either as er in rnews-papers, &c., may
they may require, and pay the postage thereon as received, at the same receive, &c., by
rates, pro rata, as regular subscribers to such publications who pay quar- mail, at quarterly
terly in advance. rates.

SEC. 162. That the Postmaster-General may prescribe by regulation Formofaffida-
an affidavit, in form, to be taken by the publisher, or by the clerk, agent, vit by publisher
or servant of the publisher, of any newspaper or other periodical which fcnewspaper,
may by law be sent to regular subscribers without prepayment of postage
at the mailing office, to the effect that neither he nor any other proprietor,
clerk, agent, or employee within his knowledge will send, cause or permit
to be sent through the mail, without prepayment by postage-stamps, any
copies of such newspaper or other periodical (naming it) except to bona-
fide and regular subscribers thereto; and if any such newspaper or other
periodical shall be thus unlawfully sent, with the knowledge or consent of
such proprietor, or his agent, clerk, or servant in charge of such business,
or if such affidavit shall, when required by the Postmaster-General or any
special agent of the Post-office Department, be refused, the person guilty
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of the offence, or refusing to make the affidavit, shall forfeit and pay fifty
dollars in each case.

Postage on SEC. 163. That on mailable matter of the third class, except as hereinmailable matter
of 3d class; stated, postage shall be charged at the rate of one cent for each two

on books, ounces or fraction thereof. Double these rates shall be charged for books,
samples, &c. samples of metals, ores, minerals, and merchandise.

Packages of SEC. 164. That packages of woollen, cotton, or linen clothing, not ex-
lomthinsg tono n- ceeding two pounds in weight, may be sent through the mail to any non-

officers, &c., in commissioned officer or private in the army of the United States, if pre-
army, postage on paid, at the rate of one cent for each one ounce or fraction thereof, sub-

prepa. ject to sch regulation as the Postmaster-General may prescribe.
Rates of for- SEC. 165. That the rate of United States postage on mail-matter senteign postage

on letters news- to or received from foreign countries with which different rates have not
papers, &c. been established by postal convention or other arrangement, when for-

warded by vessels regularly employed in transporting the mail, shall be
ten cents for each half-ounce or fraction thereof on letters, unless reduced
by order of the Postmaster-General; two cents each on newspapers; and
not exceeding two cents per each two ounces, or fraction thereof, on pamph-
lets, periodicals, books, and other printed matter, which postage shall be
prepared [prepaid] on matter sent and collected on matter received; and
to avoid loss to the United States in the payment of balances, the Post-
master-General may collect the unpaid postage on letters from foreign
countries in coin or its equivalent.

Letters by ves- SEC. 166. That all letters conveyed by vessels not regularly employedsles not regularly in c r te. . . .
employed to pay in carrying the mail shall, if for delivery within the United States, be
double. rated with double postage, to cover the fee paid to the vessel.

Postmaster- SEC. 167. That for the purpose of making better postal arrangements
general may w ith foreign countries, or to counteract their adverse measures affecting
treaties or con- our postal intercourse with them, the Postmaster-General, by and with
ventions; the advice and consent of the President, may negotiate and conclude postal

treaties or conventions, and may reduce or increase the rates of postage
on mail-matter conveyed between the United States and foreign countries.

to prepare post- SEC. 168. That the Postmaster-General shall prepare postage-stamps
age-stamps; of suitable denominations, which, when attached to mail-matter, shall be

evidence of the payment of the postage thereon.
to provide let- SEC. 169. That the Postmaster-General shall provide suitable letterters, & aa,

tampeden- nd newspaper envelopes, with such water-marks or other guards against
velopes; counterfeits as he may deem expedient, and with postage-stamps with

such device and of such suitable denominations as he may direct, im-
pressed thereon; and the said envelopes shall be known as "stamped

how to besold. envelopes," and shall be sold, as nearly as may be, at the cost of pro-
curing them, with the addition of the value of the postage-stamps im-

Stamped en- pressed thereon; but no stamped envelope furnished by the government
velopes not to shall contain any lithographing or engraving, and no printing except ahave any prilit-
ilng exceap't, PC 1 prinlted request to return the letter to the writer; and letters and papers

inclosed in them (the postage-stamp in every case being of a denomination
sufficient to cover the postage properly chargeable thereon) shall pass in
the mail as prepaid matter.

Postmaster- S E C. 170. 'lThat to facilitate letter correspondence and provide for
nish postal cards; t h e transmission of the mails, at a reduced rate of postage, of messages,

orders, notices, and other short communications, either printed or written in
pencil or ink, the Postmaster-General shall be, and he is hereby, author-
ized and directed to furnish and issue to the public, with postage-stamps
impressed upon them, " postal cards," manufactured of good stiff paper,
of such quality, form, and size, as he shall deem best adapted for general
use; which cards shall be used as a means of postal intercourse, under rules
and regulations to be prescribed by the Postmaster-General, and when so

postage there- used shall be transmitted through the mails at a postage charge of one
on. cent each, includilng the cost of their manufacture.
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SEC. 171. That the Postmaster-General may, from time to time, adopt Postmaster-
such improvements in postage-stamps and stamped envelopes as he may general may
deem advisable; and when any such improvement is adopted it shall be al Oent illPtOmp
subject to all the provisions herein respecting postage-stamps or stamped and envelope..
envelopes.

SEC. 172. That postage-stamps and stamped envelopes shall be fur- tofurnish
nished by the Postmaster-General to all postmasters, and shall be kept sami to Post-

masters, whofor sale at all post-offices; and each postmaster shall be held accountable shall be account-for all such stamps and envelopes furnished to him. able therefor.
SEC. 173. That postage-stamps and stamped envelopes may be sold at Discount on

a discount to certain designated agents, who will agree to sell a-ain stamps and en-
without discount, under rules to be prescribed by the Postmaster-Gen- velopes
eral; but the quantities of each sold to any one agent at one time shall
not exceed one hundred dollars in value, and the discount shall not
exceed five per centumn on the face value of the stamps, nor the same
per centum on the current price of the envelopes when sold in less
quantities.

SEC. 174. That postage-stamps shall not be sold for any larger sum Postage
than the value indicated on their face, nor stamped envelopes for more stalilps, &c., not
than is charged therefor by the Post-office Department for like quanti- I, be sold tbrn
ties; and any person connected with the postal service who shall violate &c.;
this provision shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction penalty;
thereof, shall be fined in any sum not less than ten nor more than five
hundred dollars.

SEC. 175. That postage-stamps affixed to all mail-matter or the stamped when affixed
envelopes in which the same is inclosed, when depositing for mailing or tb° d"'neiltter to
delivery, shall be defaced by the postmaster at the mailing office in such
manner as the Postmaster-General may direct; and if any mail-matter
shall be forwarded without the stamps or envelopes being so defaced, the
postmaster at the office of delivery shall deface them, and report the
delinquent postmaster to the Postmaster-General.

SEC. 176. That any person employed in any branch of the postal ser- penalty uonvice who shall wilfilly and unlawfully remove from any mail-matter employees, Tc.,
any postage-stamp affixed thereto in payment of the postage, shall, on for wii'flIly, &c.,
conviction thereof, for every such offence, be fined not more than one a.'e-stamllp
hundred dollars, or be imprisoned not more than six months, at the dis- affixcd to mail-
crefion of the court. matter;

SEC. 177. That any person who shall use or attempt to use, in pay- upon any per-
ment of the postage on any mail-matter conveyed, by mail or otherwise, son olr using,

&c., stamp, &c.,any postage-stamp or stamped envelope, or any stamp cut fiom any once used;
such stamped envelope, which has been before used for a like purpose,
shall forfeit and pay fifty dollars. And any person who shall counterfeit. for counterfeit-
the fiank of any person entitled to the franking privilege, or wilfully instet,& w.;
utter or use any counterfeit frank with the intent to avoid the payment of
postage, shall, on conviction thereof, be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor,
and be punished by a fine not less than fifty dollars nor more than five
hundred dollars, or by imprisonment not less than three months nor more
than twelve months, or by both fine and imprisonment, in the discretion
of the court.

SEC. 178. That any person who shall forge or counterfeit any postage- for forging,
stamp, or any stamp printed upon any stamped envelope, postal card. &, cpoStage-
or any die, plate, or engraving therefor; any person who shall make, or stamp, &c-;
print, or knowingly use or sell, or have in possession, with intent to use
or sell, any such forged or counterfeited postage-stamp, stamped en-
velope, postal card, die, plate, or engraving; any person who shall fr knowingly
make, or knowingly use or sell, or have in possession with intent to ,a,' in pos-
use or sell, any paper bearing the water-mark of any stamped envelope, session waith in-
postal card, or any fraudulent imitation thereof; any person who shall tent, &c.;

tbr making,make or print, or authorize or procure to be made or printed, any postage- &e., stamps
VOL. XVII. PUB.--20
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without authori- stamp, stamped envelope, or postal card, of the kind authorized and pro-
tY. vided by the Post-office department, without the special authority and

direction of said department; any person who shall, after such postage-
Penalty for de- stamps, stamped envelopes, or postal card, have been printed, and withlivering stamps

to unauthorized intent to defraud the postal revenue, deliver the same to any person not
person with in- authorized by an instrument of writing duly executed under the hand
tent, &c.; of the Postmaster-General and the seal of the Post-office Department

to receive them, every such person shall, on conviction thereof, be
deemed guilty of a felony, and be punished by a fine not exceeding five
hundred dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeding five years, or by both
fine and imprisonment, in the discretion of the court.

fbr forging, or SEC. 179. That any person who shall forge or counterfeit, or knowingly
using forged
stamp of foreign utter or use any forged or counterfeited postage-stamp of any foreign gov-
government; ernment, shall be deemed guilty of a felony, and, on conviction thereof,

shall be punished by imprisonment of not less than two nor more than ten
years, at the discretion of the court.

Franking SEC. 180. That authority to frank mail-matter is conferred upon and
privilege, who to limited to the following persons:av e

e; First. The President, by himself or his private secretary, to cover all
mail-matter.

Second. The Vice-President, to cover all mail-matter.
Third. The chiefs of the several executive departments.
Fourth. Senators, Representatives, and Delegates in 'Congress, and the

secretary of the Senate and clerk of the House of Representatives, to cover
their correspondence, all printed matter issued by the authority of Con-
gress, and all speeches, proceedings, and debates in Congress.

Fifth. Such principal officers of the executive departments, being heads
of bureaus or chief clerks, as the Postmaster-General may by regulation
prescribe, to cover official communications only.

Sixth. Postmasters, to cover official communications to other postmas-
ters only.

Seventh. Assessors and collectors and their assistants and deputies, for
the interchange of official communications only.

ercnt tobeex - And no person entitled by law to the franking privilege shall exercise
than by, &c.; said privilege otherwise than by his written autograph signature on the

matter franked; and all mail-matter not thus franked shall be charged with
the legal rate of postage thereon.

of senators, SEC. 181. That the fianking privilege of Senators, Representatives, andrepresentatives, D
&c., in Congress, Delegates in ress, ess, and the secretary of the Senate and clerk of the
when to begin House, shall commence with the term for which they are elected, and ex-
and end. pire with the first Monday of December following such term.

Public docu- SEC. 182. That all books or publications which may be procured or pub-
ments. lished by older of Congress shall be considered as public documents, and

may be franked as such.
Maximumt SEC. 183. That the maximum weight for franked and free mail-matterweight for

franked matter, shall be four ounces, except petitions to Congress, congressional and execu-
except, &c tive public documents, periodical publications interchanged between

publishers, and packages of seeds, cuttings, roots, and scions, the
weight of which latter may be fixed by regulation of the Postmaster-Gen-
eral.

Free mail-mat- SEC. 184. That the following mail-matter shall be allowed to pass free
tar. in the mail:

First. All mail-matter sent to the President or Vice-President.
Second. Official communications addressed to chiefs, heads of bureaus,

chief clerks, or franking officer of either of the executive departments.
Third. Letters and printed matter sent to Senators, Representatives, or

Delegates in Congress, the secretary of the Senate, or the clerk of the
House of Representatives.

Fourth. Petitions to Congress.
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Fifth. Copyright matter to the librarian of Congress, if marked on the Free mail-
package, "copyright matter." matter.

Sixth. All publications sent or received by the SmithsQnian Institution,
marked on each package, " Smithsonian Exchange."

Seventh. Newspapers, periodicals, and magazines reciprocally inter-
changed between publishers, and not exceeding sixteen ounces in weight;
to be confined to a single copy of each publication.

Eighth. Weekly newspapers, one copy to each actual subscriber within
the county where the same is printed and published; but carriers shall not
be required to distribute such papers unless postage is paid upon them at
the usual rates.

Ninth. Notices to the publishers of the refusal or neglect of subscribers
to take newspapers, magazines, or other periodicals from the post-office;
to be sent under such regulations as the Postmaster-General may pre-
scribe.

Tenth. Dead-letters returned to the writers thereof.
Eleventh. Medals, certificates of thanks, or other testimonials, which

have been, or may be, awarded, by the legislatures of the several States
and Territories, to the soldiers thereof; to be sent by the adjutant-gen-
erals of said States and Territories, under such regulations as the Post-
master-General may prescribe.

SEC. 185. That all mail-matter to and from Mary Lincoln, widow of to and from
the late President Abraham Lincoln, shall be conveyed free during her Mary Lincoln.
natural life.

SEC. 186. That all mail-matter not hereinbefore specially made free Matter not free
must be prepaid by postage-stamps. to be prepaid by

SEC. 187. That if any person, having the right to receive letters.free, Letters inclosed
shall receive, inclosed to him, any letter or packet addressed to a person in free letters ad-
not having that right, it shall be his duty to return such letter or packet to dressed to persons
the post-office, marking thereon the place from whence it came, that it may to be returned,
be charged with postage. &c.

SEC. 188. That the Postmaster-General may direct the publication of List of non-de-
the list of non-delivered letters at any post-office by a written list posted livered letters

may be posted orin some public place, or, when he shall deem it for the public interest, he published;
may direct the publication of such list in the daily or weekly newspaper
regularly published within the post-office delivery which has the largest
circulation within such delivery; and where no daily paper is published
within the post-office delivery, such list may be published in the daily
newspaper of any adjoining delivery having the largest circulation within in what news-
the delivery of the post-office publishing the list; and in case of dispute papers.
as to the circulation of competing newspapers, the postmaster shall receive
evidence and decide upon the fact. Such list shall be published as fre-
quently as the Postmaster-General may deem proper, but not oftener than
once a week.

SEC. 189. That the list of non-delivered letters addressed to persons addressed to
foreign-born may be published in a newspaper printed in the language prsnons foreign-
most used by them, which shall be selected in the manner prescribed in the fished in what
preceding section. newspaper.

SEC. 190. That, under such regulations as the Postmaster-General may Certain letters
prescribe, all postmasters are hereby authorized to register, in the manner cintaining frac-ti·osal currencyprescribed by law, but without payment of any registration fee, all letters to be registered
containing fractional or other currency of the United States which shall without fee, &c.
be by them sent by mail to the treasurer of the United States for redemp-
tion; and it shall be the duty of the postmaster at the city of Washington,
in the District of Columbia, to register, in like manner, without charge, all
letters containing new currency returned for currency redeemed, which
shall be received by him from the said treasurer, in sealed packages,
marked with the word "register" over the official signature of the said
treasurer.
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List of non-de- SEC. 191. That every postmaster shall post, in a conspicuous place in
livered letters to his office, a copy of each list of non-delivered letters immediately after its
be posted, . publication.

Pay not to ex- SEC. 192. That the compensation for publishing the list of non-de-
eed one cent livered letters shall in no case exceed one cent for each letter so pub-

lished.
Additional SEC. 193. That all letters published as non-delivered shall be charged

chargepf onec with one cent in addition to the regular postage, to be accounted for as
part of the postal revenue.

Return of un- SEC. 194. That the Postmaster-General may regulate the period during

to deaedletters which undelivered letters shall remain in any post-office, and when they
office, &c., to shall be returned to the dead-letter office; and he may make regulations
writers, for their return from the dead-letter office to the writers, when they cannot

be delivered to the parties addressed.
Domestic let- SEC. 195. That all domestic letters, deposited in any post-office for

ters, except, &C.,
insufficiently mailing, on which the postage is wholly unpaid or paid less than one full
paid, to be sent rate as required by law, except letters lawfully free, and duly certified
tocdead-letter letters of soldiers, sailors, and marines in the service of the United States,

shall be sent by the postmaster to the dead-letter office in Washington:
Provided, That in large cities and adjacent districts of dense population

&c., ot'deuse having two or more post-offices within a distance of three miles of each
population. other, any letter mailed at one of such offices and addressed to a locality

within the delivery of another of such offices, which shall have been in-
advertently prepaid at the drop or local letter rate of postage only, may
be forwarded to its destination through the proper office, charged with the
amount of the deficient postage, to he collected on delivery.

Dead-letters SEC. 196. That dead-letters containing valuable inclosures shall be
with valuables to registered in the dead-letter office; and when they cannot be delivered
be registered, in,
& ' ' to the party addressed nor to the writer, the contents thereof shall be

disposed of, and a careful account shall be kept of the amount realized
in each case, which shall be subject to reclamation by either the party

contents, how addressed or the sender, for four years from the registry thereof; and all
disposed of. other letters of value or of importance to the party addressed or to the

writer, and which cannot be returned to either, shall be disposed of as the
Postmaster-General may direct.

Foreign dead- SEC. 197. That the action of the Post-office Department respecting
letters. foreign dead-letters shall be subject to conventional stipulations with the

respective foreign administrations.
Letters, if pre- SEC. 198. That when the writer of any letter on which the postage is

paid, not called prepaid shall indorse upon the outside thereof his name and address, such
foil. to b6 re-
turned to writer letter shall not be advertised, but after remaining uncalled for at the office
&c. to which it is directed thirty days, or the time the writer may direct, shall

be returned to him without additional charge for postage, and if not then
delivered shall be treated as a dead-letter.

Prepaid, &c., SEC. 199. That prepaid and free letters shall be forwarded from one
etters tobe for post-office to another, at the request of the party addressed, withoutwarded without

extra charge. additional charge for postage.
What to be SEC. 200. That all the waters of the United States shall be post-roads

odeeCed post- during the time the mail is carried thereon, as provided in section two
roas; hundred and nineteen.
railways; SEC. 201. That all railways and parts of railways which are now or

hereafter may be put in operation are hereby declared to be post-roads.
canals; SEC. 202. That all canals during the time the mail is carried thereon

are hereby declared to be post-roads.
plank-roads; Slc. 203. That all plank-roads during the time the mail is carried

thereon are hereby declared to be post-roads.
road to'supply SEC. 204. That the road on which the mail is carried to supply any

coult-house. court-house which may be without a mail, as provided in section two
hundred and sixteen, and the road on which the mail is carried, under
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section two hundred and twenty-one, providing for extending the line
of posts, shall, during the time such mail is carried thereon, be post-roads.

SEC. 205. That all letter-carrier routes established in any city or town, Letter-carrierfor the collection and delivery of mail-matter by carriers, are hereby ro t
e
s to be

declared to be post-roads. roads.
SEC. 206. That when there is more than one road between places If more thandesignated by law for a post-road, the Postmaster-General may direct one road, which

which shall be considered the post-road. to be post-road.
SEc. 207. That the Postmaster-General may change the terminus of Postmaster-post-roads connecting with or intersecting railways when the service can general may

be thereby improved. change terminus;
SEc. 208. That whenever, in the opinion of the Postmaster-General, may discon-the postal service cannot be safely continued, the revenues collected, or tinue service onthe laws maintained on any post-road, he may discontinue the service on any road;

such road or any part thereof until the same can be safely restored.
SEC. 209. That the Postmaster-General may, when he deems it advis- may contractable, contract for the transportation of the mails to and fiom any post- for carrying the

office; but where such service is performed over a route not established mails, on, &c.;
by law, it shall be his duty to report the same to Congress at its meeting
next thereafter, and said service shall cease at the end of the next session
of Congress, unless said route is established a post-route by Congress.

SEC. 210. That the Postmaster-General shall arrange the railway toarrangerail
routes on which the mail is carried, including those in which the service way routes inis partly by railway and partly by steamboat, into three classes, according three classes.
to the size of the mails, the speed at which they are carried, and the
frequency and importance of the service, so that each railway company
shall receive, as far as practicable, a proportionate and just rate of com-
pensation, according to the service performed.

SEC. 211. That the pay for carrying the mail on any railway of the Pay for carry-first class shall not exceed three hundred dollars per mile per annum ; ing tle mAil on
railways of theon any railway of the second class it shall not exceed one hundred dollars several classes,

per mile per annum ; and on any railway of the third class it shall not &c.
exceed fifty dollars per mile per annum; but if one-half the service on any
railway is required to be performed in the night-time, the Postmaster-
General may pay twenty-five per centum in addition to the above
maximum rates.

SEC. 212. That if the Postmaster-General is unable to contract for Postmaster-carrying the mail on any railway-route at a compensation not exceeding general mayseparate letter-the maximum rates herein provided, or for what he may deem a reasonable mail, if, &c., andand fair compensation, he may separate the letter-mail from the other mail, provide forcarry-
and contract, either with or without advertising, for carrying such letter- 'g, &c-
mail by horse express or otherwise, at the greatest speed that can reason-
ably be obtained, and for carrying the other mail in wagons, or otherwise,
at a slower rate of speed.

SEC. 213. That every railway company carrying the mail shall carry Railway com-on any train which may run over its road, and without extra charge panics carrying
therefor, all mailable matter directed to be carried thereon, with the person tll e mail tocarry
in charge of the same. ter, &c;SEc. 214. That all railway companies to which the United States have having land
furnished aid by grant of lands, right of way, or otherwise, shall carry grants to arry
the mail at such prices as Congress may by law provide; and, until prices.
such price is fixed by law, the Postmaster-General may fix the rate of
compensation.

SEC. 215. That the Postmaster-General shall provide for carrying the Mails to be
mail on all post-roads established by law, as often as he, having due regar rried on all

post-roads;to productiveness and other circumstances, may think proper. to be carried to
SEC. 216. That the Postmaster-General shall cause a mail to be carried court-house of

fiom the nearest post-office on any established post-road, to the court-house an y county with-
of any county in the United States which is without a mail. out a ma
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Mails on navi- SEC. 217. That the Postmaster-General may contract for carrying the
gable canals; mail on the navigable canals of the several States, when, in his opinion,

the public interest or convenience requires it.
on plank- SEC. 218. That the Postmaster-General may contract for carrying the

roads; mail on any plank-road in the United States when the publid interest or
convenience requires it.

in steamboats; SEC. 219. That the Postmaster-General may cause the mail to be car-
ried in any steamboat or other vessel used as a packet on any of the
waters of the United States.

in steamships; SEC. 220. That the Postmaster-General may, if he deem it for the
public interest, make contracts for any period not exceeding one year, for
carrying the mail in steamships between any of the ports of the United
States.

to post-offices SEC. 221. That the Postmaster-General may enter into contracts for
not onany estab- extending the line of posts to supply mails to post-offices not on any

lise route established route, and, as a compensation for carrying the mail under such
contracts, may allow not exceeding two-thirds of the salary paid to the
postmaster at such special offices.

Masters of SEC. 222. That the master of any vessel of the United States, bound
United States from any port therein to any foreign port, or from any foreign port to any

fereign ports, to port of the United States, shall, before clearance, receive on board and
receive any mails securely convey all such mails as the Post-office Department, or any dip-
on boardel and lomatic or consular officer of the United States abroad, shall offer; and

he shall promptly deliver the same, on arriving at the port of destination,
to the proper officer, for which he shall receive two cents for every letter

Duty of master so delivered; and upon the entry of every such vessel returning from any
on entry of vessel foreign port, the master thereof shall make oath or affirmation that he
from foreign port. has promptly delivered all the mail placed on board said vessel before

clearance from the United States; and if he shall fail to make such oath
or affirmation, the said vessel shall not be entitled to the privileges of a
vessel of the United States.

Masters of SEC. 223. That the master of any steamboat passing between ports or
steamboats pass- places in the United States, and arriving at any such port or place where
inver&, potde- there is a post-office, shall deliver to the postmaster, within three hours

office all letters, after his arrival, if in the day-time, and if at night, within two hours after
&c., within what the next sunrise, all letters and packets brought by him, or within his
time.me . power or control and not relating to the cargo, addressed to or destined for

such port or place, for which he shall receive from the postmaster two
cents for each letter or packet so delivered, unless the same is carried

Penalty. under a contract for carrying the mail; and for every failure to so deliver
such letters and packets, the master or owner of said steamboat shall
forfeit and pay one hundred and fifty dollars.

Payment, for SEC. 224. That the Postmaster-General may pay, to the master or
carrying thi
mail, to vessels owner of any vessel not regularly employed in carrying the mail, two
not regularly cents for each letter carried by such vessel between ports or places in
employed. the United States, or from any foreign port to any port in the United

States; but all such letters shall be deposited in the post-office at the port
of arrival.

Penalty for SEC. 225. That any person who shall paint, print, or in any manner
paintinese &'. place upon or attach to any steamboat or other vessel, or any stage-

the words coach or other vehicle, not actually used in carrying the mail, the words
'United states " United States mail," or any words, letters, or characters of like import;
mail," c. any person who shall give notice, by publishing in any newspaper or other-

wise, that any steamboat or other vessel, or any stage-coach or other
vehicle is used in carrying the mail, when the same is not actually so used,
every person so offending, or wilfully aiding or abetting therein, shall, on
conviction thereof, for every such offence, forfeit and pay not less than one
hundred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars.

Route agents, SEC. 226. That every route-agent, postal clerk, or other carrier of the
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mail shall receive any mail-matter presented to him, if properly prepaid by &c., to receivestamps, and deliver the same for mailing at the next post-office at which he prepaid mail matarrives; but no fees shall be allowed him therefor. ter, and deliverSEC. 227. That any person concerned in carrying the mail, who shall Penatyforcollect, receive, or carry any letter or packet, or cause or procure the same receiving, &c.,to be done, contrary to law, shall, on conviction thereof, for every such trary lto lawoffence, forfeit and pay not exceeding fifty dollars.
SEC. 228. That no person shall establish any private express for the forestablishingconveyance of letters or packets, or in any manner cause or provide for the a private express

for carrying let-.
conveyance of the same by regular trips or at stated periods, over any post- ters, &.; troute which is or may be established by law, or from any city, town orplace to any other city, town or place between which the mail is regularlycarried; and every person so offending, or aiding or assisting therein, shall,for each offence, forfeit and pay one hundred and fifty dollars.SrE. 229. That the owner of every stage-coach, railway-car, steamboat, upon ownersor other vehicle or vessel, which shall, with the knowledge of any owner, for vehicles &cin whole or in part, or with the knowledge or connivance of the driver, c nveyinglany

or nni ncte al heg y crriver, s lcao nveying anyconductor, master or other person having charge of the same, convey person acting asany person acting or employed as a private express for the conveyance of a private ex-letters or packets, and actually in possession of the same for the purpose ofeconveying them contrary to the spirit, true intent, and meaning of this lawshall, for every such offence, forfeit and pay one hundred and fifty dollars.SEC. 230. That no person shall transmit by private express or other for sending let-unlawful means, or deliver to any agent of such unlawfil express, or de- ters &c., by pri-posit, or cause to be deposited, at any appointed place, for the purpose of expressbeing transmitted, any letter or packet, and for every such offence the partyso offending shall forfeit and pay fifty dollars.
SEC. 231. That no stage-coach, railway-car, steamboat, or other ve- uponownersofhide or vessel which regularly performs trips at stated periods on anyerai vehicles,post-route, or from any city, town, or place to any other city, town, or place otherwise tian inbetween which the mail is regularly carried, shall carry, otherwise than in the mail, anythe mail, any letters or packets, except such as relate to some part of the letter, &.cargo of such steamboat or other vessel, or to some article carried at thesame time by the same stage-coach, railway-car, or other vehicle, except asprovided in section two hundred and thirty-nine; and for every suchoffence the owner of the stage-coach, railway-car, steamboat, or othervehicle or vessel shall forfeit and pay one hundred dollars; and the driver,conductor, master, or other person having charge thereof, and not at thetime owner of the whole or any part thereof, shall in like manner forfeitand pay for every such offence fifty dollars.

SEC. 232. That no person shall carry any letter or packet on board any for carryingvessel which carries the mail otherwise than in such mail, except as pro- any letter, exceptvided in section two hundred and thirty-ninle; and for every such oftfence any hvesseal thatthe party offending shall forfeit and pay fifty dollars. carries the mail.SEC. 233. That no vessel departing from the United States for any Vesselsleavingforeign port shall receive on board or convey any letter or packet originat- the Uniteding in the United States which has not been regularly received from the eign fport nt torpost-office at the port of departure, and which does not relate to the cargo receive certainof said vessel, except as provided in section two hundred and thirty-nine; letters on board;and every collector, or other officer of the port empowered to grant clear-ances shall require from the master of such vessel, as a condition of clear-ance, an oath or affirmation that he has not received on board, has notunder his care or control, and will not receive or convey any letter orpacket contrary to the provisions of this section.
SEC. 234. That no vessel arriving within any port or collection-district arriving, &c.,of the United States shall be allowed to make entry or break bulk until untilto makll letentryall letters on board are delivered at the nearest post-office, and the master on board arethereof has signed and sworn to the following declaration, before the col- delivered at near.lector or other proper customs-officer: est post-office.
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Sworn declara- "I, A. B., master of the , arriving from , and now lying
tion of master. in the port of , do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I have, to the

best of my knowledge and belief, delivered, at the post-office at
every letter, and every bag, packet, or parcel of letters, which were on
board the said vessel during her last voyage, or which were in my pos-
session or under my power or control."

Penalty. And any master who shall break bulk before he has delivered such
letters shall, on conviction thereof, forfeit not exceeding one hundred
dollars for every such offence, one-half to the officer making the seizure,
and the other to the use of the United States.

Special agents SEC. 235. That any special agent of the Post-office Department, when
when instructed, instructed by the Postmaster-General to make examinations and seizures,
and collectors to and the collector or other customs-officer of any port without special in-
scarchr vessels ior
letters, &c; structions, shall carefully search all vessels for letters which may be on

board or which have been conveyed contrary to law.
y seize let- SFC. 236. That any special agent of the Post-office Department, col-

ters, bags, &c, lector, or other customs-officer, or United States marshal or his deputy,
carried contrary may at all times seize all letters and bags, packets or parcels, containing
vessel or post- letters which are being carried contrary to law or board any vessel or on
route, &c. any post-route, and convey the same to the nearest post-office, or may, by

the direction of the Postmaster-General or Secretary of the Treasury,
detain them until two months after the final determination of all suits and
proceedings which may, at any time within six months after such seizure,
be brought against any person for sending or carrying such letters.

Packages, &c., SI;c. 237. That every package or parcel seized by any special agent of
seized, to be for- tile Post-office Department, collector, or other customs-officer, or United

eited States marshal or his deputies, in which any letter is unlawfully con-
Proceedings to cealed, shall be forfeited to the United States, and the same proceedings

Gnforce forfeiture. may be had to enforce the forfeiture as are authorized in respect to goods,
wares, and merchandise forfeited for violation of the revenue laws; and
all laws for the benefit and protection of customs-officers making seizures
for violating said revenue laws shall apply to officers making seizures for
violating the postal laws.

Transmission Sic. 238. That nothing herein contained shall be construed to prohibit
of letters b" pri the conveyance or transmission of letters or packets by private hands with-
not prohibited. Out compensation, or by special messenger employed for the particular

occasion only.
Lettes inclosed SEC. 239. That all letters inclosed in stamped envelopes (the postage-

in ialstallpl el- stamp in every case being of a denomination sufficient to cover the postage
velol)es &C, Illt *a
be sent otiherwiT that would be chargeable thereon if the same were sent by mail) may be
than by mail. sent, conveyed, and delivered otherwise than by mail, provided such en-

velope shall be duly directed and properly sealed, so that the letter cannot
be taken therefiom without defacing the envelope, and the date of the letter
or of the transmission or receipt thereof shall be written or stamped upon

mhis ecstion the envelope. But the Postmaster-General may suspend the operation of
pended. this section upon any mail-route where the public interest may require such

suspension.
Separate car- SEC. 240. That when the amount of mail-matter to be carried on any

riage of letter- mail-route is so great as to seriously retard the progress or endanger the
mail may be pro-
avided llctl whenl security of the letter-mail, or materially increase the cost of carriage at
&c.; the ordinary rate of speed, the Postmaster-General may provide for the

other matter separate carriage of the letter-mail at the usual rate of speed; but the

ultn'essar illy. other mail-matter shall not be delayed any more than is absolutely neces-
sary, having due regard to the cost of expedition and the means at his dis-
posal for effecting the same.

Penalty for SKC. 241. That any person who shall knowingly and wilfully obstruct
knowingly, &c., or retard the passage of the mail, or any carriage, horse, driver, or carrier
obstructing the 1 f
mail, &c. carrying the same, shall, on conviction thereof, tbr every such offence, for-

feit and pay not exceeding one hundred dollars.
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SEC. 242. That any ferryman who shall delay the passage of the mail Penalty uponby wilful neglect or refusal to transport the same across any ferry shall, ferryLman for de-for every ten minutes such mail may be so delayed, forfeit and pay ten mailp ge of
dollars.

SEC. 243. That before making any contract for carrying the mail, other Proposals forthan those hereinafter excepted, the Postmaster-General shall give public conveying thenotice by advertising once a week for six weeks in one or more, not exceed- tised before con-ing five, newspapers published in the State or Territory where the service tracts are made;is to be performed, one of which shall be published at the seat of govern-ment of such State or Territory; and such notice shall describe the route, advertisementthe time at which the mail is to be made up, the time at which it is to be to state what;delivered, and the frequency of the service; and the Postmaster-Generalshall direct, by special order in each case, the newspapers in which mail- "n"epapers,lettigs, or other proposals relative to the business of his department, shall beow selcte, &c.
advertised, and no publisher shall be paid for such advertisements withouthaving been requested by the Postmaster-General to publish the same.SEC. 244. That proposals for carrying the mail shall be delivered sealed, Proposals to beand so kept until the bidding is closed, and shall then be opened and marked delivered and
in the presence of the Postmaster-General, and one of the assistant post- &c.;seed,masters-general, or of two of the assistant postmasters-general, or of any when and howother two officers of the department, to be designated by the Postmaster- to be opened.
General; and any bidder may withdraw his bid at any time before twenty- Bidders mayfour hours previous to the time fixed for the opening of proposals, by withdraw bids,serving, upon the Postmaster-General, or the second assistant postmaster- and how.
general, notice in writing of such withdrawal.

SEc. 245. That every proposal for carrying the mail shall be accom- Proposals topanied by a written guarantee, signed by one or more responsible per- have a writtensons, and undertaking that, within such time after the bid is accepted as ct. a
the Postmaster-General may prescribe, the bidder will enter into an obli-gation, with good and sufficient sureties, to perform the service proposed; not to be con-and no proposals shall be considered unless accompanied by such guar- s&ered without,
antee.

SEc. 246. That each bid for carrying the mail shall hereafter have Bid to haveaffixed to it the oath of the bidder, taken before an officer qualified to oath of bidderadminister oaths that he has the ability pecuniarily to fulfil his obliga- affixed, that,&c.
tioiis, and that the bid is made in good faith and with the intention to enterinto contract and perform the service, in case his bid shall be accepted;and that the signatures of his guarantors are genuine, and that he believessaid guarantors pecuniarily responsible for and able to pay all damages theUnited States shall suffer by reason of the bidder's failing to perform his
obligations as such bidder.

SEC. 247. That any postmaster or other officer of the Post-office De- Penalty uponpartment who shall affix his signature to the certificate of sufficiency of postaster, &c.,guarantors or sureties before the guaranty or contract is signed by the suffiienl of
Nguarantors or sureties, or shall knowingly make any false or illusory cer- guarantors, &c.,tificate, shall be forthwith dismissed from office, and shall be deemed before, &c.
guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall, on conviction thereof, be punished
1 y a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment not
'exceeding one year, or both.
'- SEC. 248. That the Postmaster-General shall have recorded, in a book Abstract ofto be kept for that purpose, a true and faithful abstract of all proposals proposals for car-made to him for carrying the mail, giving the name of the party offeringo, rying the mrais
the terms of the offer, the sum to be paid, and the time the contract is to
continue; and he shall put on file and preserve the originals of all suchproposals.

Si.c. 249. That all contracts for carrying the mail shall be in the name &c., to be iaof the United States, and shall be awarded to the lowest bidder tender- name of theing sufficient guarantees for faithful performance, without other reference U"ited States,to tde mode ofd transportation th may be necessary to provide for tto the mode of transportation than may be necessary to provide for the lwst bidder,&¢.
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Bids of certain due celerity, certainty, and security thereof; but the Postmaster-General
persons not to be shall not be bound to consider the bid of any person who has wilfully or

considered negligently failed to perform a former contract.
Contracts for SEC. 250. That no contract for carrying the mail shall be made with

carrying tie any person who has entered, or proposed to enter, into any combination
made with cer- to prevent the making of any bid for carrying the mail, or who has made
tain persons. any agreement, or given or performed, or promised to give or perform,

any consideration whatever to induce any other person not to bid for
any such contract; and if any person so offending is a contractor for

Penalties. carrying the mail, his contract may be annulled; and for the first offence
the person so offending shall be disqualified to contract for carrying the
mail for five years, and for the second offence shall be forever disqual-
ified.

Contract to SEC. 251. That after any regular bidder or contractor for the trans-
be made with portation of the mail upon any route shall have failed to enter into con-next lowestbidder when, tract, and commence the performance thereof as herein provided, the
&c., if; &c. Postmaster-General shall proceed to contract with the next lowest bid-

der for such service, who will enter into a contract and perform the same,
unless the Postmaster-General shall consider such bid too high, in which

Regular con- case he shall re-advertise such service. And in all cases of regular con-
tracts to n f con- tracts hereafter made the contract may, in the discretion of the Post-
six months, &c. master-General, be continued in force beyond its express terms for a

period not exceeding six months, until a new contract with the same or
Certain con- other contractors shall be made by the Postmaster-General. The Post-

tracts may be master-General may contract, without advertisement, for a period not to
advertisement. exceed twelve months, for the carriage of the mail on such route during

the time that shall necessarily elapse between the failure of either of the
accepted bidders to enter into a contract and the time when the next
accepted bidder under the old or a new advertisement shall enter upon his

Difference in contract; and the difference between the price proposed in the accepted
price to failing b id and that paid for intermediate service shall be charged to the failingcharged to failing a
bidder. bidder or bidders, and may be recovered in the name of the United

States for the use of the Post-office Department, in an action on the
case. And when the contract shall be made and concluded, the difference
between the accepted bid of the failing bidders and the amount payable

Action to a- under the contract for the service of two years shall be forthwith charged
crue to tle against the failing bidder or bidders; and an action for such sum in the
United States. nature of liquidated damages shall accrue to the United States for the use

of the Post-office Department immediately upon the execution of the
final contract. And both causes of action mentioned in this section may
be joined in one suit.

Bidders not to SEC. 252. That no bidder for carrying the mails shall be released from
be released from his obligation under his bid or proposal, notwithstanding an award made
obligation, until, to a lower bidder, until a contract for the designated service shall havebeen duly executed by such lower bidder and his sureties, and accepted,

and the service entered upon by the contractor to the satisfaction of the
Postmaster-General.

upon certain SliC. 253. That hereafter all bidders upon every mail route for the
certifisd clek translportation of the mails upon tile same, where the annual conlpensa-
witll bid, &c.; tion for th e service on such route at the time exceeds the sum of five

thousand dollars, shall accompany their bids with a certified check or
draft, payable to the order of the Postmaster-General upon some solvent
national hank, which check or draft shall not be less than five per centum
on the amount of the annual pay on said route at the time such bid is

in case of new made; and in case of new service, not less than five per centum of the
service. amount of one year's pay proposed in such bid, if the bid exceed five

Amount of thousand dollars per annumn. In case any bidder, on being awarded any
check to be for- such contract, shall fail to execute the same, with good and sufficient
feited, if, &c. sureties, according to the terms on which such bid was made and accepted,
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and enter upon the performance of the service to the satisfaction of thePostmaster-General, such bidder shall forfeit the amount so deposited tothe United States, and the same shall forthwith be paid into the treasuryfor the use of the Post-office Department; but if such contract shall be Check to be re-duly executed and the service entered upon as aforesaid, such draft or turned, if, &c.check so deposited shall be returned to the bidder.
SEC. 254. That any person or persons bidding for the transportation Bidders re-of the mails upon any route which may be advertised to be let, and re- ceiving an awardceiving an award of the contract for such service, who shall wrongfully vrongf lly re-drefuse or fail to enter into contract with the Postmaster-General in due filsing to enterform, and perform the service described in his or their bid or proposal, into cotract toshall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction thereof, be gilty &punished by a fine not exceeding five thousand dollars and by imprison-

ment for a term not exceeding twelve months.
SEC. 255. That the Postmaster-General, whenever he may deem it New suretieson contract mayconsistent with the public interest, may accept new surety upon any con- be accepted.tract existing or hereafter made for carrying the mails, in substitution for

and release of any existing surety.
SEC. 256. That no contract for carrying the mail shall be made for a Contracts forlonger term than four years, and no contract for carrying the mail on the not to be madesea shall be made for a longer term than two years. for longer timeSEC. 257. That whenever, by reason of any error, omission, or other th e is notcause, any route which should properly be advertised for the regular let- advertised forting is omitted, it shall be the duty of the Postmaster-General to adver- regular letting,tise the same as soon as the error or omission shall be discovered, and the vertised, &c.proposals for such route shall be opened as soon as possible after theother proposals in the same contract section; and the contract made undersuch supplementary advertisement shall run, as nearly as possible, fiomthe beginning to the end of the regular contract term, and, during thetime necessarily lost by reason of such error, omission, or other cause,the Postmaster-General shall provide for the carrying of the mail onsuch route at as low rate as possible, without advertising.

SEc. 258. That whenever it becomes necessary to change the terms of Notice ofan existing contract for carrying the mail otherwise than as provided in change of terms
· J . of existing con-sections two hundred and sixty and two hundred and sixty-one, notice tracts.

thereof shall be given and proceedings had thereon the same as at the
letting of original contracts.

SEC. 259. That no person whose bid for carrying the mail is accepted No payforcar-shall receive any pay until he has executed his contract according to law rying mail untiland the regulations of the department. contract ex-SEC. 260. That compensation for additional service in carrying the Pay foraddi-mail shall not be in excess of the exact proportion which the original tional service.compensation bears to the original service; and when any such additionalservice is ordered, the sum to be allowed therefor shall be expressed inthe order, and entered upon the books of the department; and no com-pensation shall be paid for any additional regular service rendered before
the issuing of such order.

SEC. 261. That no extra allowance shall be made for any increase of Extra allow-expedition in carrying the mail unless thereby the employment of addi- saneefor increaseintional stock and carriers is made necessary, and in such case the addi- mail not to betional compensation.shall bear no greater proportion to the additional allowed, unless,stock and carriers necessarily employed than the compensation in the &c
original contract bears to the stock and carriers necessarily employed in
its execution.

SEC. 262. That the Postmaster-General shall deliver to the auditor Duplicates offor the Post-office Department, within sixty days after the making of any contracts for au-
contract for carrying the mail, a duplicate copy thereof.

SEC. 263. That the Postmaster-General, after advertising for proposals, Contracts formay enter into contracts or make suitable arrangements for transporting tshroigi foreign
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country, &c. the mail through any foreign country, between any two points in the
United States, and such transportation shall be by the speediest, safest,
and most economical route; and all contracts therefor may be revoked
whenever any new road or canal shall be opened affording a speedier,
more economical, and equally safe transportation between the same points;
but in case of the revocation of any such contract, a fair indemnity shall
be awarded to the contractor.

Contracts with SEC. 264. That the Postmaster-General may contract with the owner
owners of steam- or master of any steamboat plying upon the waters of the United States,
boats. &c., for
carrying mails; or of any steamship or other vessel plying between ports of the United

States, for carrying the mail for any length of time less than four years,
and without advertising for proposals therefor, whenever the public in-

price; terest and convenience will thereby be promoted; but the price paid for
such service shall in no case be greater than the average price paid
under the last preceding or then existing regular contract on the same
route.

with railroad SEC. 265. That the Postmaster-General may enter into contracts for
companis;i n carrying the mail, with railway companies, without advertising for bids[ l-k.pealed in
part. therefor; and the Postmaster-General may allow any railroad company
SeePost, p. 558.] with whom he may contract for the carrying of the United States mail,

and who furnish railway post-office cars for the transportation of the
additionalcor- mail, such additional compensation beyond that now allowed by law as

pensation. e may think fit, not exceeding, however, fifty per centum of the said
rates.

Deductions SEC. 266. That the Postmaster-General may make deductions from
froin pay ofcon- the pay of contractors, for failures to perform service according to con-
tractors ftor hi -
ures, and liles br tract, and impose fines upon them for other delinquencies. lie may de-
delinquencies. duct the price of the trip in all cases where the trip is not performed; and

not exceeding three times the price if the failure be occasioned by the
fault of the contractor or carrier.

Tranlportation SKC. 267. That the Postmaster-General may, after advertising for pro-
of mailt between posals, enter into contracts for the transportation of the mail between thethe United States 1) .'
and foreign coun- United States and any foreign country whenever the public interests will
tries; thereby be promoted.

to be in steam- SEC. 268. That the mail between the United States and any foreign
ships ; port, or between ports of the United States touching at a foreign port,
when insailing- shall be transported in steamships; but the Postmaster-General may have

vessels; such transportation performed by sailing-vessels when the service can be
facilitated thereby.

compensation SEtc. 269. That for transporting the mail between the United States
therefor; and any foreign port, or between ports of the United States touching at

a foreign port, the Postmaster-General may allow as compensation, if
by a United States steamship, any sum not exceeding the sea and United
States inland postage, and if by a foreign steamship or by a sailing-
vessel, any sum not exceeding the sea postage, on the mail so trans-
ported.

fines upon con- SeC. 270. That the Postmaster-General may impose fines on contrac-
tractors; tors for transporting the mail between the United States and any foreign

country, for any unreasonable or unnecessary delay in the departure of
such mail, or the performance of the trip; but the fine for any one default
shall not exceed one-half the contract price for the trip.

contracts not SEC. 271. That no contractor for transporting the mail within or be-
to be assigned; tween the United States and any foreign country shall assign or transfer

his contract, and all such assignments or transfers shall be null and void.
may be tcrmi- SlC. 272. That every contract fovr transporting the mail between the

hated by Con-
gress, &c.O United States and any foreign country shall contain, besides the usual

stipulation for the right of the Postmaster-General to discontinue the
same, the further stipulation that it may be terminated by Congress.

Mails of Can- SEC. 273. That the Postmaster-General may, by and with the advice
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and consent of the President, make any arrangements which may be ada or other ad-deemed just and expedient for allowing the mails of Canada, or any joining country
other country adjoining the United States, to be transported over the portedoa er terri-territory of the United States, from one point in such country to any tolyoftheUnitedother point in the same, at the expense of the country to which the mail States from, &c.,if reciprocal priv-belongs, upon obtaining a like privilege for the transportation of the ilege s granted;United States mail through the country to which the privilege is granted;
but such privilege may at any time be annulled by the President or Con- privilege maygress from and after one month succeeding the day on which notice of be annulfed by,
the act of the President or Congress is given to the chief executive or &C.
head of the post-office department of the country whose privilege is to be
annulled.

SEC. 274. That every foreign mail shall, while being transported across Foreign mails
the territory of the United States under the provisions of the preceding" while so trans-ported to besection, be deemed and taken to be a mail of the United States, so far as deemed Unitedto make any violation thereof, or depredation thereon, or offence in re- States mails, sospect thereto, or any part thereof, an offence of the same grade, and pun- far as &c.ishable in the same manner and to the same extent as though the said
mail was a mail of the United States; and in any indictment for any such
offence, the said mail, or any part thereof, may be alleged to be, and onthe trial of any such indictment it shall be deemed and held to be, a mailor part of a mail of the United States.

SEC. 275. That the Postmaster-General or the Secretary of State is Consuls author-hereby authorized to empower the consuls of the United States to pay ized to pay for-the foreign postage on such letters destined for the United States as may Fein postage on
lceters for thebe detained at the ports of foreign countries for the non-payment of post- United Statesage, which postage shall be by the consul marked as paid by him, and detained in for-

the amount thereof shall be collected in the United States as other post- ei f" lort tobe;age, on the delivery of the letters, and repaid to said consul, or credited collected and re-
on his account at the State Department. paid.

SEC. 276. That the Postmaster-General, under the direction of the Postageonmail-
President of the United States, is hereby authorized and empowered to "ntels'," fareign
charge upon, and collect from, all letters and other mailable matter carried same as stclh tbr-to or fiom any port of the United States, in any foreign packet-ship or cliages oW il
other vessel, the same rate or rates of charge for American postage which imatter in Aier-the government to which such foreign packet or other vessel belongs im- ical vessels.poses upon letters and other mailable matter conveyed to or from suchforeign country in American packets or other vessels as the postage ofsuch government, and at any time to revoke the same; and it shall be theduty of all custom-house officers and other United States agents designated
or appointed for that purpose to enforce or carry into effect the foregoing
provision, and to aid or assist in the collection of such postage; and to This provision,that end it shall be lawful for such officers and agents, on suspicion of how enforced.
fraud, to open and examine, in the presence of two or more respectable
persons, being citizens of the United States, any package or packages
supposed to contain mailable matter found on board such packets or othervessels or elsewhere, and to prevent, if necessary, such packets or othervessels from entering, breaking bulk, or making clearance until such let-
ters or other mailable matter are duly delivered into the United States
post-office.

SEc. 277. That all letters or other mailable matter conveyed to or Mail-matter tofrom any part of the United States by any foreign packet or ship, except or from tlhesuch sealed letters relating to said ship or vessel, or any part of the cargo United Statesi
thereof as may be directed to the owner or owners, consignee or con- except, &c., tosignees, of said ship or other vessel, shall be so subject to postage charge be 8ul',iect to
as aforesaid, whether addressed to any person in the United States or postaeif&.
elsewhere, provided it is done by the packet or other ship of a foreigncountry imposing postage on letters or mailable matter conveyed to or
from such country by any packet or other ship of the United States; and
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Such mailmat- such letters or other mailable matter carried in foreign packet-ships or
ter to be delivered other vessels, except such unsealed letters relating to the ship or vessel,
to and taken from
the United States or any part of the cargo thereof, as may be directed to the owner or
post-office. owners, consignee or consignees, as aforesaid, are hereby required to be

delivered into the United States post-office by the master or commanders
of all such packets or other vessels when arriving, and to be taken from a
United States post-office when departing, and the postage paid thereon

Penalty. justly chargeable by this act; and for refusing or failing to do so, or for
conveying said letters or any letters intended to be conveyed in any ship
or vessel of such foreign country over or across the United States, or any
portion thereof, the party offending shall, on conviction, forfeit and pay
not exceeding one thousand dollars for each offence.

Penalty for wil- SEC. 278; That any person who shall wilfully or maliciously injure,
fully, &c., injur- deface, or destroy any mail-matter, deposited in any letter-box, pillar-box,
ing mail-matter
in letter-box e  or other receptacle established by authority of the Postmaster-General
&c., or for aiding for the safe deposit of matter for the mail or for delivery, or who shall
therein; wilfully aid or assist in injuring such mail-matter, shall, on conviction

thereof, for every such offence, forfeit and pay not more than five hundred
dollars, or be imprisoned not more than three years, at the discretion of
the court.

upon employ- SEC. 279. That any person employed in any department of the postal
ees in the service service who shall secrete, embezzle, or destroy any letter, packet, bag, or
for secreting or mail of letters intrusted to him, or which shall come into his possession,destroying, &c.,
letters, &c., in and which was intended to be conveyed by mail, or carried or delivered
their possession by any mail-carrier, mail-messenger, route-agent, letter-carrier, or other
to be carried by
mail, &c., con- person employed in any department of the postal service, or forwarded
taining any arti- through or delivered from any post-office or branch post-office established
cle of value; by authority of the Postmaster-General, and which shall contain any note,

bond, draft, check, warrant, revenue-stamp, postage-stamp, stamped en-
velope, postal card, money-order, certificate of stock, or other pecuniary
obligation or security of the government, or of any officer or fiscal agent
thereof, of any description whatever; any bank-note, bank post-bill, bill
of exchange, or note of assignment of stock in the funds; any letter of
attorney for receiving annuities or dividends, selling stock in the funds,
or collecting the interest thereof; any letter of credit, note, bond, warrant,
draft, bill, promissory note, covenant, contract, or agreement, whatsoever,
for or relating to the payment of money, or the delivery of any article of
value, or the performance of any act, matter, or thing; any receipt, re-
lease, acquittance, or discharge of or from any debt, covenant, or demand,
or any part thereof; any copy of the record of any judgment or decree in
any court of law or chancery, or any execution which may have issued
thereon; any copy of any other record, or any other article of value, or

for taking, &c., writing representing the same; any such person who shall steal or take
any such article
out of such let- any of the things aforesaid out of any letter, packet, bag, or mail of letters
ters. which shall have come into his possession, either in the regular course of

his official duties, or in any other manner whatever, and provided the
same shall not have been delivered to the party to whom it is directed,
every such person shall, on conviction thereof, for every such offence, be
imprisoned at hard labor not less than one nor more than five years.

The depositing SEC. 280. That the fact that any letter, packet, bag, or mail of letters
ouch lectt it any shall have been deposited in any post-office or branch post-office estab-office, &c., to be
evidence that it lished by authority of the Postmaster-General, or in any other authorized
was intended to depository for mail-matter, or in charge of any postmaster, assistant, clerk,
be conveyed by
mail. carrier, agent, or messenger employed in any department of the postal

service, shall be taken and held to be evidence that the same was "in-
tended to be conveyed by mail" within the meaning of this statute.

Penalty upon SEC. 281. That any person who shall steal the mail, or steal or take
persons Snot em- from or out of any mail, or post-office, branch post-office, or other author-
service, for steal- ized depository for mail-matter, any letter or packet; any rson hoservice, for steal- ized depository for mail-matter, any letter or packet; any pqrson who
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shall take the mail, or any letter or packet therefrom, or from any post- ing the mail, oroffice, branch post-office, or other authorized depository for mail-matter, any letter fromwith or without the consent of the person having custody thereof, and for opening,open, embezzle or destroy, any such mail, letter, or package which shall &c., uch mail orcontain any note, bond, draft, check, warrant, revenue-stamp, postage- letter, &c . con-stamp, stamped envelope, money-order, certificate of stock, or other peenu- cle of value.niary obligation or security of the government, or of any officer or fiscalagent thereof, of any description whatever; any bank-note, bank post-bill,bill of exchange, or note of assignment of stock in the funds; any letterof attorney for receiving annuities or dividends, selling stock in the funds,or collecting the interest thereof; any letter of credit, note, bond, warrant,draft, bill, promissory note, covenant, contract, or agreement whatsoeverfor or relating to the payment or the delivery of any article of value, orthe performance of any act, matter or thing; any receipt, release, acquit-tance, or discharge of or from any debt, covenant, or demand, or any partthereof; any copy of the record of any judgment or decree in any courtof law or chancery, or any execution which may have issued thereon;any copy of any other record, or any other article of value, or any writingrepresenting the same; any person who shall, by fraud or deception, ob- Penalty fortain from any person having custody thereof, any such mail, letter or obtaining bypacket containing any such article of value aforesaid, every such person, letters, &c.;not being employed in any department of the postal service, shall, on con-viction thereof, for every such offence, be imprisoned at hard labor notless than one nor more than five years.

SEC. 282. That any person who shall be accessory after the fact to forbeing acce,the offence of stealing or taking any letter, postal card, or other mail- soryafter the factmatter, or any inclosure therein, or to any other offence against the against thepostalpostal laws, shall, on conviction thereof, forfeit and pay not exceeding laws.one thousand dollars, and be imprisoned not exceeding five years; andany such accessory after the fact may be tried, convicted, and punishedin the district in which his offence was committed, though the principaloffence may have been cQmmitted in another district; and such trial, otreeings asconviction, and punishment may be before that of the principal offender,when such principal offender has fled from justice or cannot be arrestedto be put on trial.
Sic. 283. That any person who shall buy, receive, or conceal, or aid Penalty forin buying, receiving, or concealing any note, bond, draft, check, warrant, knwing re-revenue-stamp, postage-stamp, stamped envelope, postal card, money- article of valueorder, certificate of stock, or other pecuniary obligation or security of stolen from thethe government, or of any officer or fiscal agent thereof, of any description "ail, o aidingwhatever; any bank-note, bank post-bill, bill of exchange, or note of theassignment of stock in the funds; any letter of attorney for receivingannuities or dividends, selling stock in the funds, or collecting the interestthereof; any letter of credit, note, bond, warrant, draft, bill, promissorynote, covenant, contract, or agreement whatsoever, for or relating to thepayment of money or the delivery of any article of value, or the per-formance of any act, matter, or thing; any receipt, release, acquittance, ordischarge of or from any debt, covenant, or demand, or any part thereof;any copy of the record of any judgment or decree in any court of law orchancery, or any execution which may have issued thereon; any copyof any other record, or any other article of value or writing representingthe same, knowing any such article or thing to have been stolen orembezzled from the mail, or out of any post-office, branch post-office, orother authorized depository for mail-matter, or from any person havingcustody thereof, every such person shall, on conviction th6reof, for everysuch offence, forfeit and pay not exceeding two thousand dollars, and beconfined at hard labor not exceeding five years; and such offender may be Receiver may

be tried beforetried, convicted, and punished without the principal offender being first the thief.tried, when said principal offender has fled from justice, or cannot be found
to be put on trial.
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Penalty for SEC. 284. That any person employed in any department of the postal
taining orde- service who shall improperly detain, delay, embezzle, or destroy any

stroying, &c., newspaper, or permit any other person to detain, delay, embezzle, or de-
any newspaper, Stloy the same, or open, or permit any other person to open, any mail or

package of newspapers not directed to the office where he is employed,
shall, on conviction thereof, for every such offence, forfeit and pay not
exceeding fifty dollars. And if any other person shall open, embezzle, or
destroy any mail or package of newspapers not being directed to him,
and not being authorized to open or receive the same, every such person

for stealing shall, on conviction thereof, for every such offence, forfeit and pay not
newspapers trom exceeding twenty dollars. And any person who shall take or steal any
any mail or post- mail or package of newspapers from any post-office, or from any person
office; having custody thereof, every such person shall, on conviction thereof,

for every such offence, be imprisoned at hard labor not exceeding three
months.

forrobliiigany SEC. 285. That any person who shall rob any carrier, agent, or other
carrier, &, &cof person intrusted with the mail, of such mail, or any part thereof, shall, on
peaert"heaoorany conviction thereof, be imprisoned at hard labor not less than five nor more

second convic- than ten years; and if convicted a second time of a like offence, or if, in
tionor woluldiitg effecting such robbery the first time, the robber shall wound the person&C., the carrer; 1 ,L1

having custody of the mail, or put his life in jeopardy by the use of dan-
gerous weapons, such offender shall be imprisoned at hard labor for the
term of his natural life.

for being ac- SEC. 286. That any person who shall be accessory after the fact to any
cessory af lter te robbery of the carrier, agent, or other person intrusted with the mail, of
a carrier, &c.; such mail, or any part thereof, shall, on conviction thereof, for every such

offence, forfeit and pay not exceeding two thousand dollars, and be im-
prisoned at hard labor not exceeding ten years; and such accessory after
the fact may be tried, convicted, and punished without the principal offender
being first tried, when said principal offender has fled from justice, or
cannot be found to be put on trial.

for attempting SlEc. 287. That any person who shall attempt to rob the mail by
to rob the mail, assaulting the person having custody thereof, shooting at him or his horse,
by assaulting, or threatening him with dangerous weapons, and shall not effect such

robbery, shall, on conviction thereof, be imprisoned at hard labor not less
than two nor more than ten years.

upon any per- Su:C. 288. That any person who shall have taken charge of the mail
citrhotlte o and shall voluntarily quit or desert the same before he has delivered itchairge of the
mail, for volln- into the post-office at the termination of the route, or to some known mail-
tarily quitting it carrier, messenger, agent, or other employee of the Post-office Department
bpOrtdOeli"cy( at authorized to receive the same, shall, on conviction thereof, for every such

offence, forfeit and pay not exceeding five hundred dollars, and be im-
prisoned not less than three months nor more than one year.

Laws for dep- SlEC. 289. That all laws defining punishment for depredations commit-
redal toll oell t ted upon the mail shall extend to and have full force in the Indian
Indian cn y cotry. ntry.

Penaltv ior SE.. 290. That any person who shall steal, purloin, or embezzle any
stealiyng, &l, mail-bag or other property in use by or belonging to the Post-office
longing to tiie Department, or who shall, for any lucre, gain, or convenience, appropriate
post-otlice de- any such property to his own or any other than its proper use, or who
pa rtiliett or
aiding tiril ri shall, for any lucre or gain, convey away any such property to the hinder-

it value of iance or detriment of the public service; every such person, his aiders,
ranpe i l  abettors, and counsellors, shall, if the value of the property be twenty-five

dollars or more, be deemed guilty of felony, and on conviction thereof, for
every such offence, shall be imprisoned not exceeding three years; and if

if over $25. the value of the property be less than twenty-five dollars, the party of-
fending shall be imprisoned not more than one year, or be fined not less
than ten nor more than two hundred dollars.

SEC. 291. That any person who shall tear, cut, or otherwise injure any
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mail-bag, pouch, or other thing used or designed for use in the conveyance Penalty for
of the mail, or who shall draw or break any staple, or loosen any part of injuring, &c.,mail-bag, &c.,any lock, chain, or strap attached thereto, with intent to rob or steal any or lock, &c, with
such mail, or to render the same insecure, shall, on conviction thereof, for intent to steal
every such offence, forfeit and pay not less than one hundred nor more mail, &c .;
than five hundred dollars, or be imprisoned at hard labor not less than one
nor more than three years, at the discretion of the court.

SEc. 292. That any person who shall steal, purloin, embezzle, or obtain forstealing, &c.,
by any false pretence, or shall aid or assist in stealing, purloining, embez- any key to mail
zling, or obtaining by any false pretence, any key suited to any lock adopted aiding tuSee or
by the Post-office Department, and in use on any of the mails or bags
thereof; any person who shall knowingly and unlawfully make, forge, or for forging,
counterfeit, or cause to be unlawfully made, forged, or counterfeited, or &c., such key;
knowingly aid or assist in making, forging, or counterfeiting, any such key;
any person who shall have in his possession any such mail lock or key, for having such
with the intent unlawfully or improperly to use, sell, or otherwise dispose key in possession
of the same, or to cause the same to be unlawfully or improperly used, witth u"lawful
sold, or otherwise disposed of; any person engaged as contractor or other-
wise in the manufacture of any such mail locks or keys who shall deliver, for delivering
or cause to be delivered, any finished or unfinished lock or key used or any lock or key
designed for use by said department, or the interior part of any such lock, authrized to
to any person not duly authorized, under the hand of the Postmaster- receive them;
General and the seal of the Post-office Department, to receive the same
(unless the person receiving is the contractor for furnishing the same, or
engaged in the manufacture thereof in the manner authorized by the con-
tract, or the agent for such manufacturer), every such person shall be
deemed guilty of felony, and, on conviction thereof, shall be imprisoned
not exceeding ten years.

SEC. 293. That any person who shall forcibly break into, or attempt for forcinly
to break into any post-office, or any building used in whole or in part as breaking into
a post-office, with intent to commit therein larceny or other depredation, withpntentf&c.
shall, on conviction thereof, be fined not more than one thousand dol- or attempting so
lars, and imprisoned at hard labor not more than five years, according to do-
to the circumstances and aggravation of the case, in the discretion of the
court.

SEC. 294. That if any person or persons shall falsely make, alter, for forging,
forge, or counterfeit, or cause or procure to be falsely made, altered &c, any bond,

bid, or writing,forged, or counterfeited, or willingly aid or assist in the false making, with intent to
altering, forging, or counterfeiting, any bond, bid, proposal, guarantee, defraud;
security, official bond, public record, affidavit, or other writing for for knowingly
the purpose of defrauding the United States; or shall utter or pub- frgedwrngsu
lish as true, or cause to be uttered or published as true, any such &c.
false, forged, altered or counterfeited bond, bid, proposal, guarantee, secur-
ity, official bond, public record, affidavit, or other writing, for the purpose
of defrauding the United States, knowing the same to be false, forged,
altered, or counterfeited; or shall transmit to, or present at, or cause to
procure to be transmitted to, or presented at, the office of any officer of
the United States, any such false, forged, altered, or counterfeited bond,
bid, proposal, guarantee, security, official bond, public record, affidavit,
or other writing, knowing the same to be false, forged, altered, or coun-
terfeited, for the purpose of defrauding the United States, every such
person shall be deemed and adjudged guilty of felony, and, being thereof
duly convicted, shall be sentenced to be imprisoned, and kept at hard
labor, for a period not exceeding ten years, or be fined not exceeding one
thousand dollars, or both of said punishments, in the discretion of the court.

SEC. 295. That if any offence shall be committed in any place which Offences com-
has been, or shall hereafter be, ceded to and under the jurisdiction of the midtted in places
United States, which offence is not prohibited, or the punishment thereof diction of the e
is not specially provided for by any law of the United States, such offence United States,
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and punishable shall, upon conviction in any court of the United States having cog-
by the laws of nizance thereof, be liable to, and receive the same punishment as the
not prohibiteodby laws of the State in which such place is or may be situated, now in
any United force, provided for the like offence when committed within the jurisdic-
States law, how tion of such State; and no subsequent repeal of any such State lawto be tried and
punished. shall affect any prosecution for such offence in any of the courts of the

Subsequent re- United States.
affEtl, ., not t SEC. 296. That if any postmaster, or other person authorized by theaffect prosecu-
tion. Postmaster-General to receive the postage of letters, shall fraudulently

Penalty for de- demand or receive any rate of postage, or gratuity, or reward, other than
any posage& is provided by this act, for the postage of letters or packets, on con-
oter than, &e.; viction thereof, he shall forfeit, for every such offence, one hundred dol-

lars.
nponemployees SEC. 297. That if any person employed in any department of the

in the post-office post-office establishment of the United States shall, wilfully and know-
foi knowinglyus- ingly, use, or cause to be used, in prepayment of postage any postage-
lug in prepay-
meqt of postage stamp, postal card, or stamped envelope issued, or which may hereafter be
any postage- issued, by authority of any act of Congress or of the Postmaster-General,
stamps before so which has already been once used for a like purpose, or shall remove, orused;

for removing attempt to remove, the cancelling or defacing marks from any such post-
defacing-marks age-stamp, or stamped envelope, or postal card, with intent to use, or
from stamps, &c.,
with intent, &c.; cause the use of the same, a second time, or to sell, or offer to sell, the

same, or shall remove from letters or other mail-matter deposited in or
received at a post-office the stamps attached to the same in payment of
postage, with intent to use the same a second time for a like purpose, or
to sell, or offer to sell, the same, every such offender shall, upon convic-
tion thereof, be deemed guilty of felony, and shall be imprisoned for not
less than one year nor more than three years.

upon persons SEC. 298. That if any person not employed in any department of the
not employees post-office establishment of the United States shall commit any of the
in the post-office ff~enc d esrfor like offences. described in the preceding section, every such person shall, on

conviction thereof, be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and be pun-
ished by imprisonment for not less than six months nor more than one
year, or by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars nor more than
five hundred dollars, for each offence, or by both such fine and imprison-
ment, in the discretion of the court.

Special agents, SE. 299. That the Postmaster-General of the United States may
&e., to search for empower, by a letter of authorization under his hand, to be filed among
mailable matter
unlawfully trans- the records of his department, any special agent or other officer of the
ported. post-office establishment to make searches for mailable matter transported

Power of such in violation of law; and that the agent or officer so authorized may open
agents or officers, and search any car or vehicle passing, or lately before having passed,

from any place at which there is a post-office of the United States to any
other such place, and any box, package, or packet, being, or lately before
having been, in such car or vehicle, and any store or house (other than a
dwelling-house) used or occupied by any common-carrier or transporta-
tion company in which such box, package, or packet may be contained,
whenever said agent or officer has reason to believe that mailable matter,
transported contrary to law, may therein be found.

Postmaster- SEC. 300. That the Postmaster-General may, upon evidence satisfac-
g id tnerel ayf n tory to him that any person, firm, or corporation is engaged in conduct-
of postal money- ing any fraudulent lottery, gift-enterprise, or scheme for the distribution
orders to persons, of money, or of any real or personal property, by lot, chance, or drawing&c., engaged in
gift-enterprises, of any kind, or in conducting any other scheme or device for obtaining
&., and return money through the mails by means of false or fraudulent pretences,
tso the renitterd epresentations, or promises, forbid the payment by any postmaster to

any such person, firm, or corporation of any postal money-order drawn
to the order or in favor of him or of them, and may provide by regula-
tions for the return to the remitters of the sums named in such money-
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orders. And the Postmaster-General may also, upon like evidence, Postmaster-
instruct postmasters at any post-offices at which registered letters shall general may
arrive directed to any such person, firm, or corporation, to return all such tered letters ad-
registered letters to the postmasters at the offices at which they were dressed to such
orginally mailed, with the word " fraudulent" plainly written or stamped persons, &c., bemarked "'fraudu-
upon the outside of said letters; and all such letters so returned to such lent," and re-
postmasters shall be by them returned to the writers thereof, under such turned to senders.
regulations as the Postmaster-General may prescribe: Provided, That authorizedto
nothing in this act contained shall be so construed as to authorize any open a letter not
postmaster or other person to open any letter not addressed to himself addressed to him-

self.
SIc. 301. That if any person having devised or intending to devise any Penalty for

scheme or artifice to defraud, or be effected by either opening or intending misusing the
to open correspondence or communication with any other person (whether post-office estab-

resident within or outside of the United States), by means of the post- opening, &c.,
office establishment of the United States, or by inciting such other person correspondence
to open communication with the person so devising or intending, shall, in defraudtand
and for executing such scheme or artifice (or attempting so to do), place placing, &c., let-
any letter or packet in any post-office of the United States, or take or re- ter in post-offle.
ceive any therefrom, such person, so misusing the post-office establish-
ment, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be punished with a fine
of not more than five hundred dollars, with or without such imprisonment,
as the court shall direct, not exceeding eighteen calendar months. The Proceedings for
indictment, information, or complaint may severally charge offences to the trial, conviction,
number of three when committed within the same six calendar months; &c.
but the court thereupon shall give a single sentence, and shall proportion
the punishment especially to the degree in which the abuse of the post-
office establishment enters as an instrument into such fraudulent scheme
and device.

SEC. 302. That all letters, packets, or other matter which may be Letters, &c.,
detained for

seized or detained for violation of law shall be returned to the owner or violation of law,
sender of the same, or otherwise disposed of as the Postmaster-General how disposed of.
may direct.

SEc. 303. That all suits arising under the postal laws, or the regula- Suits under
tions of the Postmaster-General pursuant thereto, shall be instituted in the postal laws to be
name of the United States of America, and the demands in such suits and demands to
shall have all the privileges and priorities in adjudication and payment have priority.
secured by law to other claims of the United States. Suits and

Sec. 304. That all causes of action arising under the postal laws may prosecutions to
be sued, and all offenders against the same may be prosecuted, before the and district
circuit or district courts of the United States. courts;

SEC. 305. That all causes of action arising under the postal laws may and before
be sued, and all offenders against the same may be prosecuted, before the local magistrates
justices of the peace, magistrates, or other judicial courts of the several and rts.
States and Territories, having competent jurisdiction by the laws thereof,
to the trial of claims and demands of as great value, and of prosecutions
where the punishments are of as great extent; and such justices, magis-
trates, or judiciary shall take cognizance thereof, and proceed to judgment
and execution as in other cases.

SEC. 306. That in all suits or causes arising under the postal laws the Suits, &c.,
court shall proceed to trial and render judgment the first term after com- under postal laws

to be carried to
mencement of suit; but whenever service of process shall not be made at judgment at the
least twenty days previous to the return-day of such term, the defendant first term;
shall be entitled to one continuance, if on his statement the court shall tled to onencon-
deem it expedient: and if said defendant shall make affidavit that he has tinuance, if, &c.
a claim against the Post-office Department, which has been submitted to
and disallowed by the auditor for said department, and shall specify such
claim in his affidavit, and that he could not be prepared for trial at such
term for want of evidence, the court, being satisfied in these respects, may
grant a continuance until the next succeeding term.

323



FORTY-SECOND CONGRESS. SEss. IT. CH. 635. 1872.

Upon trials of SEC. 307. That no claim for a credit shall be allowed upon the trial of
suits against any suit for delinquency against a postmaster, contractor, or other officer,
for delinquency, agent, or employee of the Post-office Department, unless the same shall
no claim for have been presented to the auditor for said department and by him disal-
credit to be
allowed, unless, lowed, in whole or in part, unless it shall be proved, to the satisfaction of
&c. the court, that the defendant is, at the time of trial, in possession of

vouchers not before in his power to procure, and that he was prevented
from exhibiting to the said auditor a claim for such credit by some una-
voidable accident.

In suits for SEC. 308. That in all suits for balances due the Post-office Depart-
balances what ment, interest thereon shall be recovered from the time of the default
recovered. until payment at the rate of six per centum per annum.

United States SEC. 309. That in the prosecution of any suit for money due the Post-
cutntrgeyu ros e o ffi ce Department, the United States attorney shall obey the directions
money due the which may be given him by the Department of Justice; and immediately
post-office de- after the end of every term of any court in which any suit has beenpartment, to obey
what directions, pending, said attorney shall forward to the Department of Justice a state-
and do what. ment of any judgment or order made, or step taken in the same, during

such term, accompanied by a certificate of the clerk, showing the parties
to and amount of every such judgment, with such other information as the
Department of Justice may require. And the said attorney shall direct
speedy and effectual execution upon said judgment, and the United States
marshal to whom the same is directed shall make returns of the proceed-
ings thereon to the Department of Justice at such times as it may direct.

When proceed- SEC. 310. That when proceedings at law for money due the Post-office
'ing at law for Department shall be fruitless, the said Department of Justice may direct

are fruitless. suits the institution of a suit in chancery in any United States district or circuit
in chancery may court, to set aside fraudulent conveyances or trusts, or attach debts due
&cist. tute, the defendant, or obtain any other proper exercise of the powers of equity

to have satisfaction of any judgment against such defendant.
Insuits against SEC. 311. That in case of delinquency of any postmaster, contractor,

tstied naopsocf or other officer, agent, or employee of the Post-office Department, in
papers to be sent, which suit may be brought, the auditor for said department shall forward

. b tto the Department of Justice certified copies of all papers in his office
tending to sustain the claim.

Copies of SEC. 312. That copies of the quarterly returns of postmasters, and ofquarterly returns
of postmasters, any papers pertaining to the accounts, in the office of the auditor for the
&c., certified Post-office Department, and transcripts from the money-order account-
under seal, to be books of said office, when certified by the auditor under the seal of his

evidence i, & office, shall be admitted as evidence in the courts of the United States,
both in criminal and civil cases.

In suits to re- SEC. 313. That in all suits for the recovery of balances due from post-cover batldices
due from delin- masters, a copy, duly certified under the seal of the auditor for the
quent postoas- Post-office Department, of the statement of any postmaster, special agent,
tevidencrs l toe o or other person employed by the Postmaster-General or the auditor for

demand. that purpose, that he has mailed a letter to such delinquent postmaster at
the post-office where the indebtedness accrued, or at his last usual place of
abode; that a sufficient time has elapsed for said letter to have reached its
destination in the ordinary course of the mail; and that payment of such
balance has not been received within the time designated in his instructions,
shall be received as sufficient evidence in the courts of the United States,
or other courts, that a demand has been made upon the delinquent post-

] ,Irther de- master; but when the account of a late postmaster has been once adjustedmianld for newp
balance net and settled, and a demand has been made for the balance appearing to be
netcssarv, when, due, and afterward allowances are made or credits entered, it shall not

be necessary to make a further demand for the new balance found to be
due.

Poor debtors SEC. 314. That the Postmaster-General may discharge from imprison-
mlay be. di. ment any person confined in jail on any judgment in a civil case, obtained
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in behalf of the department, if it be made to appear that the defendant has charged from jail
no property of any description; but such release shall not bar a subsequent in civil cases,
execution against the property of the defendant on the same judgment. but, &C'

SEC. 315. That in all cases where a judgment shall have been obtained Judgments not
for a debt or damages due the Post-office Department, and it shall satis- collectible in full,
factorily appear that such judgment, or so much thereof as remains unpaid, nmaybe compro-
cannot be collected by due process of law, the auditor for the said depart- ten consent of,
ment may, with the written consent of the Postmaster-General, compromise &c.
such judgment, and accept in satisfaction less than the frill amount thereof.

SEC. 316. That in all cases of fine, penalty, forfeiture, or disability, or Fines, &c.,
alleged liability for any sum of money by way of damages or otherwise, may be lremitted,
under any provision of law in relation to the officers, employees, opera- be removed with
tions, or business of the postal service, the Postmaster-General may pre- written consent,
scribe such general rules and modes of proceeding as shall appear to be &C.
expedient, for the government of the auditor for the Post-office Depart-
ment, in ascertaining the fact in each case in which said auditor shall certify
to him that the interests of the department probably require the exercise
of the power conferred by this and the preceding section; and upon the
fact' being ascertained, said auditor may, with the written consent of the
Postmaster-General, mitigate or remit such fine, penalty, or forfeiture, re-
move such disability, or compromise, release, or discharge such claim for
such sum of money and damages, and on such terms as the said auditor
shall deem just and expedient.

SEC. 317. That one-half of all pecuniary penalties and forfeitures in- One-half of
curred for the violation of any law in relation to the postal service shall penalties, &c., to

go to informer,be for the use of the person informing and prosecuting for the same, and aud the other
the other for the use of the United States, except where other disposition half to the United
thereof is specially provided. States, except,

SEC. 318. That in all cases where debts are due from defaulting or de- In cases of
linquent postmasters, contractors, or other officers, agents, or employees of debts due from

the Post-office Department, a warrant of attachment may issue against all dlmatrsen&cP, °at-
real and personal property and legal and equitable rights belonging to such tachllents
officer, agent, or employee, and his sureties, or either of them, in the fol- agai"st their

property may
lowing cases: issue;

First. When such officer, agent, or employee, and his sureties, or either if they are non-
of them, is a non-resident of the district where such officer, agent, or em- residents;
ployee was appointed, or has departed from such district for the purpose
of permanently residing out of the same, or of defrauding the United States,
or of avoiding the service of civil process.

Second. When such officer, agent, or employee, and his sureties, or either or have con-
of them, has conveyed away, or is about to convey away, his property, or vVe aoutay, con-
any part thereof, or has removed, or is about to remove, the same, or any vey away their
part thereof, from the district wherein it is situated, with intent to defraud property.
the United States.

And when any such property has been removed, certified copies of the Property may
warrant may be sent to the marshal of the district into which the same has be seized in the
been removed, under which certified copies he may seize said property and district whither
convey it to some convenient point within the jurisdiction of the court from removed, &c.
which the warrant originally issued. And alias warrants may be issued in Alias warrants.
such cases upon due application, and the validity of the warrant first issued
shall continue until the return-day thereof.

SEC. 319. That application for such warrant of attachment may be made Application for
by any district or assistant district attorney, or by any other person author- warrant of at-
ized by the Postmaster-General, before the judge, or, in his absence, before ami' to who, i and
the clerk of any court of the United States having original jurisdiction of how made.
the cause of action. And such application shall be made upon an affidavit
of the applicant, or some other credible person, stating the existence of
either of the grounds of attachment enumerated in the preceding section,
and upon production of legal evidence of the debt.
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Warrant to is- SEC. 320. That upon any such application, and upon due order of any
sue on applica- judge of the court, or, in his absence, without such order, the clerk shall
be executed, issue a warrant for the attachment of all the property of any kind belong-

ing to the person specified in the affidavit, which warrant shall be executed
with all possible dispatch by the marshal, who shall take the property at-
tached, if personal, into his custody, and hold the same subject to all inter-
locutory or final orders of the court.

Remedy of SEC. 321. That any time within twenty days before the return-day ofparty whose
property is at- such warrant, the party whose property is attached may, on giving notice
tached. to the district attorney of his intention, file a plea in abatement, traversing

leain abate- the allegations of the affidavit, or denying the ownership of the propertyattached to be in the defendants, or either of them, in which case the court
Issues raised, may, upon application of either party, order an immediate trial by jury ofhow to be tried. the issues raised by the affidavit and plea; but the parties may, by consent,

waive a trial by jury, in which case the court shall decide the issues raised.
Parties claim- Any party claiming ownership of the property attached, and a specific re-

nrn spcific rety turn thereof, shall be confined to the remedy herein afforded, but his right
confined to this to an action of trespass, or other action for damages, shall not be impaired
remedy, but, &c. hereby.

Proceeds of SEC. 322. That when the property attached shall be sold on an inter-
property if sold, locutory order of the court, or when it shall be producing any revenue,

to be invested, the money arising from such sale or revenue shall be invested in securities
&c. of the United States, under the order of the court, and all accretions shall

be held subject to the orders of the same.
Publication of SEC. 323. That immediately upon the execution of any such warrant of

tachment in case attachment, the marshal shall cause due publication thereof to be made, in
of absconding case of absconding debtors for two months, and of non-residents for fourdebtors. months. The publication shall be made in some newspaper published in

the district where the property is situate, and the details thereof shall be
regulated by the order under which the warrant is issued.

After publica- SEC. 324. That after the first publication of such notice of attachment
iof attachment as required by law, every person indebted to, or having possession of any

persons in- property belonging to, the said defendants, or either of them, and having
debted to or hav- knowledge of such notice, shall account and answer for the amount of such
detendants, to debt, and the value of such property; and any disposal or attempt to dis-
account therefor, pose of any such property, to the injury of the United States, shall be illegal
&c. tiand void. And when the person indebted to, or having possession of the
on persol ns property of, such defendants, or either of them, shall be known to the dis-
known to have trict attorney or marshal, such officer shall see that personal notice of thesuch property. attachment is served upon such person; but the want of such notice shall

not invalidate the attachment.
Warrant of at- SEC. 325. That upon application of the party whose property has been

tachllent may be attached, the court, or any judge thereof, may discharge the warrant of
diSvilg Suficent attachment as to the property of the applicant, provided such applicant
Bond, &c. shall execute to the United States a good and sufficient penal bond, in

double the value of the property attached, to be approved by a judge of
the court, and with condition for the return of said property, or to answer
any judgment whigh may be rendered by the court in the premises.

Rights of the Siec. 326. That nothing herein contained shall be construed to limit or
United States in abridge, in any manner, such rights of the United States as have accrued
not a'ridged oel s r been allowed in any district under the former practice of, or the adop-hereby. tion of State laws by, the United States courts.

Repeal. SEC. 327. That the following acts and parts of acts and resolutions and
parts of resolutions are hereby repealed, but such repeal shall not be con-
strued to affect or extend to any crimes or offences heretofore committed,Saving clause. and which are punishable under any law hereby repealed; but all such
crimes and offences shall be prosecuted, determined, and punished accord-
ing to the said laws, the same as if this act had not passed; nor shall such
repeal be construed to affect any appointment to office, or any contract,
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debt, or demand under or by virtue of the said laws, but all such appoint-
ments, contracts, debts, and demands shall have full force and effect, the
same as if this act had not passed. That the references to the said
acts hereby repealed are to the same as contained in the edition of the
Statutes at Large, published by Little, Brown, and Company, under and Vol. v. p. 798.by virtue of the resolution of March three, eighteen hundred and forty-
five, and the continuation thereof.

Act of March 3, 1791, chapter 23, volume 1, page 218, in part, namely, List of acts
section 2. wholly or partly

May 8, 1794, chapter 23, volume 1, page 354, in part, namely, repealed.
sections 2 , 3,4,5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10,11,12,13, 14, 15,16,17, 18, 19,
20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 2.7, and 28.

March 3, 1797, chapter 19, volume 1, page 509, in part, namely,
sections 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9.

June 22, 1798, chapter 56, volume 1, page 569.
March 2, 1799, chapter 43, volume 1, page 733.
December 15, 1800, chapter 1, volume 2, page 88, in part, namely,

sections 1 and 2.
February 18,1802, chapter 5, volume 2, page 130, in part, namely,

so much as relates to franking, and free mail-matter of Dele-
gates.

May 3, 1802, chapter 48, volume 2, page 189, in part, namely,
sections 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7.

March 26, 1804, chapter 34, volume 2, page 275, in part, namely,
sections 3 and 4.

March 3, 1807, chapter 43, volume 2, page 444, in part, namely,
section 1.

April 30, 1810, chapter 37, volume 2, page 592.
January 17, 1811, chapter 4, volume 2, page 615.
January 14, 1813, chapter 9, volume 2, page 790.
February 27, 1813, chapter 34, volume 2, page 805.
July 13, 1813, chapter 9, volume 3, page 4.
April 18, 1814, chapter 75, volume 3, page 130, in part, namely,

sections 3 and 4.
February 27, 1815, chapter 65, volume 3, page 220.
April 9, 1816, chapter 43, volume 3, page 264.
March 3, 1819, chapter 107, volume 3, page 536.
March 13, 1820, chapter 23, volume 3, page 548.
December 19, 1821, chapter 1, volume 3, page 649.
May 8, 1822, chapter 127, volume 3, page 702, in part, namely,

section 3.
March 3, 1823, chapter 33, volume 3, page 764, in part, namely,

section 3.
March 3, 1825, chapter 46, volume 4, page 95, in part, namely,

sections 2, 3, and 4.
March 3, 1825, chapter 64, volume 4, page 102.
March 2, 1827, chapter 61, volume 4, page 238.
March 2, 1827, chapter 62, volume 4, pago 239.
May 24, 1828, chapter 99, volume 4, page 303, in part, namely, so

much of section 1 as authorizes the employment of additional
clerks and fixes their salaries.

May 9, 1836, chapter 59, volume 5, page 17, in part, namely, so
much of section 1 as relates to the duties of the Postmaster-
General.

July 2, 1836, chapter 270, volume 5, page 80.
July 7, 1838, chapter 172, volume 5, page 271, in part, namely,

section 2.
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List of acts Act of January 25, 1839, chapter 4, volume 5, page 314.
wholl or partly July 30, 1842, chapter 107, volume 5, page 498, in part, namely,
repeaed. section 1, and so much of section 3 as authorizes the employ-

ment of additional clerks.
August 20,1842, chapter 255, volume 5, page 538, in part, namely,

section 1.
February 15, 1843, chapter 31, volume 5, page 600.
March 3, 1845, chapter 43, volume 5, page 732.
March 3, 1845, chapter 69, volume 5,.page 748.
March 3, 1845, chapter 71, volume 5, page 752, in part, namely,

section 8.
March 1, 1847, chapter 33, volume 9, page 147.
March 2, 1847, chapter 37, volume 9, page 152, in part, namely,

the several provisos in section 5, relating to the compensation
of deputy-postmasters and the franking privilege to the same,
and authorizing the employment of the assistant postmasters-
general as special agents, and allowing them compensation
therefor, and all of section 3.

March 3, 1847, chapter 63, volume 9, page 188, in part, namely,
sections 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 14.

May 17, 1848, chapter 43, volume 9, page 230.
May 27, 1848, chapter 47, volume 9, page 231, in part, namely,

section 4.
June 27, 1848, chapter 79, volume 9, page 241.
August 14,1848, chapter 175, volume 9, page 306, in part, namely,

section 3.
March 2, 1849, chapter 89, volume 9, page 353.
May 15, 1850, chapter 10, volume 9, page 423, in part, namely,

section 2.
September 27, 1850, chapter 75, volume 9, page 473, in part,

namely, section 2.
March 3, 1851, chapter 20, volume 9, page 587.
March 3, 1851, chapter 21, volume 9, page 591, in part, namely,

sections 2, 3, and 4.
March 3, 1851, chapter 48, volume 9, page 637, in part, namely,

section 2.
August 30, 1852, chapter 98, volume 10, page 38.
August 31, 1852, chapter 111, volume 10, page 110, in part,

namely, sections 2 and 3.
August 31, 1852, chapter 113, volume 10, page 121, in part,

namely, sections 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10.
March 3, 1853, chapter 97, volume 10, page 189, in part, namely,

so much of section 3 as relates to clerks in the Post-office De-
partment.

March 3,1853, chapter 103, volume 10, page 225, in part, namely,
sections 3, 4, and 5

March 3, 1853, chapter 146, volume 10, page 249, in part, namely,
sections 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8.

February 2, 1§54, chapter 8, volume 10, page 266.
April 22, 1854, chapter 52, volume 10, page 276, in part, namely,

so much of sections 1, 2, and 3 as relates to the salaries of clerks
and officers of the Post-office Department.

May 31, 1854, chapter 60, volume 10, page 290, in part, namely,
section 4.

June 22, 1854, chapter 61, volume 10, page 298.
July 27, 1854, chapter 109, volume 10, page 312.
August 4,1854, chapter 242, volume 10, page 546, in part, namely,

so much of section 6 as provides for additional clerks to the
Postmaster-General and the sixth auditor.
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Act of August 5, 1,854, chapter 270, volume 10, page 588, in part, namely, List of acts
section 4. wholly or partly

March 3, 1855, chapter 173, volume 10, page 641. repeaed.
March 3, 1855, chapter 201, volume 10, page 683,in part, namely,

sections 1, 2, 4, and 5.
August 18, 1856, chapter 129, volume 11, page 81, in part, namely,

section 4.
January 2, 1857, chapter 2, voluime 11, page 153.
May 24, 1858, chapter 46, volume 11, page 293.
June 12, 1858, chapter 154, volume 11, page 319, in part, namely,

section 12.
June 14, 1858, chapter 162, volume 11, page 337, in part, namely,

section 2.
June 14, 1858, chapter 164, volume 11, page 3 64, in part, namely,

sections 4 and 5.
April 3, 1860, chapter 11, volume 12, page 11.
April 6, 1860, chapter 13, volume 12, page 11.
June 15, 1860, chapter 131, volume 12, page 37, in part, namely,

the several provisos of section 1, and all of sections 2 and 4.
February 27, 1861, chapter 57, volume 12, page 151, in part,

namely, sections 2,3,4,5, 6, 7, 8, 9,10,11, 12, 13, and 14,and so
much of section 16 as relates to the rate of postage on printed
matter between the States and Territories east of the Rocky
Mountains and the States and Territories on the Pacific.

February 28, 1861, chapter 61, volume 12, page 177.
March 2, 1861, chapter 73, volume 12, page 204, in part, namely,

sections 2, 4, and 5.
July 24, 1861, chapter 12, volume 12, page 272.
January 21, 1862, chapter 9, volume 12, page 332.
April 16, 1862, chapter 56, volume 12, page 379.
April 17, 1862, chapter 58, volume 12, page 381, in part, namely,

section 4.
June 2, 1862, chapter 95, volume 12, page 413, in part, namely,

sections 2 and 3.
July 16, 1862, chapter 188, volume 12, page 588.
March 3, 1863, chapter 71, volume 12, page 701.
January 22, 1864, chapter 4, volume 13, page 2.
March 16, 1864, chapter 35, volume 13, page 30.
March 25, 1864, chapter 40, volume 13, page 36, in part, namely,

sections 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, and 7.
June 1, 1864, chapter 102, volume 13, page 95.
June 25, 1864, chapter 155, volume 13, page 184, in part, namely,

section 6.
July 1, 1864, chapter 197, volume 13, page 335.
July 4, 1864, chapter 241, volume 13, page 382.
January 20, 1865, chapter 16, volume 13, page 421.
February 23, 1865, chapter 47, volume 13, page 432.
March 3, 1865, chapter 89, volume 13, page 504.
March 3, 1865, chapter 96, volume 13, page 515.
March 3, 1865, chapter 97, volume 13, page 515, in part, namely,

sections 1, 2, and 5.
February 10, 1866, chapter 9, volume 14, page 3.
February 16, 1866, chapter 10, volume 14, page 3.
May 18, 1866, chapter 85, volume 14, page 48, in part, namely,

sections 3 and 4.
June 12, 1866, chapter 114, volume 14, page 59.
July 13, 1866, chapter 184, volume 14, page 98, in part, namely,

section 65.
July 28, 1866, chapter 297, volume 14, page 324, in part, namely,
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List of acts the proviso in section 1, relating to the pay of female folders in
wholly or partly the dead-letter office.

repd. Act of January 22, 1867, chapter 11, volume 14, page 378.
February 18, 1867, chapter 41, volume 14, page 393, in part,

namely, section 3.
February 18, 1867, chapter 43, volume 14, page 395, in part,

namely, section 2.
March 9, 1868, chapter 22, volume 15, page 40, in part, namely,

so much as relates to the printing of postal conventions, and
confers the franking privilege on the congressional printer.

July 27, 1868, chapter 246, volume 15, page 194.
Resolution of April 3, 1828, number 1, volume 4, page 320.

January 13, 1831, number 1, volume 4, page 495.
October 12, 1837, number 1, volume 5, page 207.
June 15, 1844, number 14, volume 5, page 718.
February 20, 1845, number 4, volume 5, page 796.
July 12, 1852, number 14, volume 10, page 174, in part, namely,

section 1.
August 6, 1852, number 16, volume 10, page 147.
March 3, 1863, number 35, volume 12, page 830.
June 6, 1866, number 45, volume 14, page 357.
March 2, 1868, number 14, volume 15, page 248.

Act of March 3, 1871, chapter 121, volume 16, page 572, in part, namely,
section 4.

Ante, p. 56. April 27, 1872, relating to proposals and contracts for transporta-
tion of the mails, and for other purposes.

APPROVED, June 8, 1872.

June 8, 1872. CHAP. CCCXXXVI. - An Act to authorize the Appointment of Deputies of Clerks of
Circuit and District Courts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
Deputies of d tates of America in Congress assembled, That a deputy or deputies of

clerks of United
States courts any clerk of any court of the United States may be appointed by such
nay be appoint- court upon the application of the clerk, and be removable at the pleasure
ed, their tenure of the court; and the compensation of any such deputy shall be paid by)f office, pay,
&c. P y the clerk; and in case of the death of the clerk, his deputy or deputies

shall, unless removed by the judge, continue in office and perform the
duties of the clerk, in his name, until his successor be duly appointed and

Clerk respon- qualified; and for the defaults or misfeasances in office of any such deputy,
i trdep cultS whether in the lifetime of the clerk or after his death, the clerk, and his

estate, and the sureties in his official bond shall be liable; and his executor
or administrator shall have such remedy for any such defaults or mis-
feasances committed after his death as the clerk would be entitled to if the
same had occurred in his lifetime.

APPROVED, June 8, 1872.

June 8, 1 8 72. CHAP. CCCXXXVII. - An Act to provide for the Redemption and Sale of Lands held
Amended. oby the United States under the several Acts levying direct Taxes, and for other Purposes.

st p. 600.] Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
Lands now States of America in Congress assembled, That all the lands now owned

UnitedStatesIetejdsthntes or held by the United States, by virtue of proceedings under the act
acquired under entitled " An act for the collection of direct taxes in insurrectionary districts
the direct tax within the United States, aud for other purposes," approved June seventh,acts, may be
restored to tbrmer eighteen hundred and sixty-two, and under acts supplementary thereto,
legalownersupon or upon the same subject-matter, may be redeemed and restored to such
proofent'oftac e persons as shall make application therefor to the Secretary of the Treasury,
interest, and ex- through the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, within two years from the
penses. passage of this act, and furnish satisfactory evidence to said department
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