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CHAP. 23.—An act anthorizing the Secretary of the Navy to offer a reward of  Apr. 17, 1884.
twenty-tive thonsand dollars %or rescuing or ascertaining the fate of the Greely ———
expedition.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United )

States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Navy . Greely expedl-
be, and he is hereby, anthorized and directed to make proclamation im- gilcovery and o
mediately, and cause said proclamation to be published and distributed cue of.
as thoroughly as may be in such foreign ports as are interested in nav-
igation and traffic in the Arctic seas, that the Government of the United
States will pay a reward of twenty-five thousand dollars, to be equita-
bly paid or distributed, to such ship or ships, person or persons, not in
the military or naval service of the United States, as shall discover and
rescue or satisfactorily ascertain the fate of the Greely expedition; but
such proclamation shall not be made in termsthat will involve the United .
States in any future liability or responsibility beyond said reward, or
will induce unprepared vessels to incur extraordinary peril or risk.
And the determination of the Secretary of the Navy as to the right of
any person to said reward or a share thereof, shall be conclusive upon
all persons.

Approved, April 17, 1884.

CPAP. 24.—An act to farther suspend the operation of section Iﬁ;{;ﬁve bundred and  Apr. 18, 1884.
seventy-four of the Revised Statutes of the United States, title seventy-two, in —mMm—
relation to guano islands.

Be it emacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That section fifty-five hundred g lgane lslands,
and seventy-four, title seventy-two, of the Revised Statutes of the g onded, ote.
United States, be and the same is hereby, further suspended, as therein
s;alt, forth, for the-period of five years next from and-after the passage of
this act. '

Approved, April 18, 1884.

CHAP. 25.—An sct to amend section twenty-five hundred and twenty-seven of the Apr. 18, 1884,
Revised Statutes, relating to the district of Gloucester. —_—

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the second clause of sec- R 8.2527, 49%.
tion twenty-five hundred and twenty-seven of the Revised Statutes, Rockport cre-
describing the district of Gloucester, is hereby amended by making the ;t:d a port of de-
town of Rockport a port of delivery therein. o
Approved, April 18, 1834,

CHAP. 26.—An act making it a felony for a person to falsely and fraudulently asenme April 18, 1884.
or pretend to be an officer or employee act;n;ﬁ under authority of the United States ———
or any Department or any officer thereof, prescribing a penalty therefor.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That every person who, with Persons assum-
intent to defrand either the United States or auy person, falsely assumes 1of on Proiending
or pretends to be an officer or employee acting under the authority of the thority of the U. 8.
United States, or any Department, or any officer of the Government
thereof, and who shall take upon himself to act as such, or who shall in
such pretended character demand or obtain from any person or from the
United States, or any Department, or any officer of the Government
thereof, any money, paper, document, or other valuable thing, shall be
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Penalty. deemed guilty of felony, and shall, on conviction thereof, be punished
by a fine of not more than one thousand glollars, or.lmpnso_nmen.c not
longer than three years, or both said punishments, in the discretion of
the court.

Approved, April 18, 1884.

April 23, 1884. CHAP. 27.—An act to increase the endowment of the University of Alabama from
- e the public lands in said State.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United

University of States of America in Congress assembled, That forty-six thousand and
Alabama. eighty acres of the public lands in Alabama are hereby granted to the

Increase of en- State of Alabama, in addition to the lands reserved to said State by
dowment from the acts approve(i April twentieth, eighteen hundred and eighteen,
prblic lands, ete. ;19 March second, eighteen hundred and nineteen, for the benefit of

the University of Alabama, to be applied, as far as may be necessary,

6 8tat., 350. to the erection of suitable buildings for said university and to the res-

6 Stat., 383. toration of the library and secientific apparatus heretofore destroyed by

fire, such application to be made in such manner as the legislatore of
said State may direct or may empower the trustees of said university

Proviso. to direct: Provided, That the State of Alabama shall pay the expenses

of agents appointed by the governor thereof to select such lands, to be
reimbursed out of the procceds of the sales thereof.

Ag:,nts to select SEC. 2. That the governor of Alabama may appeint one or more
lands, &e. agents to select the lands granted in this act from any public lands

within said State not included in some subsisting grant made by the
United States; and such agent shall make report of such selections to
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, to be approved by the
Secretary of the-Interior. o

Homestead en- SEC. 3. That the provisions of this act shall not apply to any legal
tries, etc., & prior gubdivision of land to which the right of homestead entry or pre-emption
_claim. shall have attached in favor of any person who is entitled to such home-

stead and pre-emption entries and who is occupying and claiming sach
subdivision of the public lands in Alabama at the time when such se-
lections are approved by the Secretary of the Interior. And in cases
where it is found that such claims are sauperior to the rights of the State

State to select of Alabama herein granted, the said State may select other lands in lien
other lands. thereof, and in like guantity, elsewhere in the said State, from the pub-

Lic lands of the United States, so as to make up, as nearly as may be,
the total number of acres of land granted in this act to said State.

Title to vest in  Sg¢. 4. That when the selection of said lands are so made, and are
%g;? 4 ‘?‘%"’. for gpproved by the Secretary of the Interior, the title to the same shall
sity of Alnbama. .~ vest in the State of Alabama, to and for the use and benefit of said Uni-

versity of Alabama, to be applied first to the uses and purposes declared
in the first section of this act and then to the endowment of said uni-
versity, and to no other purpuse whatever; and patents shall issue to
said State for the lands so selected and approved. And the State of Ala-
bama shall by law direet the sale of such lands, and the money arising
from such sales shall be paid into the treasury of the State of Ala-
bama; but no expenses that may be incurred in making such sales, after
the selections of lands made under this act are confirmed by the éecm-
tary of the Interior and are entered on the township maps of the proper
land-offices, shall be paid by the United States. :
m&cretary of In-  Sgc. 5. That the Secretary of the Interior is empowered to make all
tons Ty Pito Deedful and proper regulations and rules for carrying this act into ef-
effect. fect, and for the decision of all questions that may arise as to the right
of the State of Alabama to any lands that may be claimed under the
provisions of this act. , ‘

Approved, April 23, 1884,



