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FIFTY-FIRST CONGRESS. Sess. I. Cu. 1001. 1890.

CHAP. 1001.—An act authorizing the establishing of a public park in the District.
of Columbia.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That a tract of land
lying on both sides of Rock Creek, beginning at Klingle Ford Bridge,
and running northwardly, following the course of said creek, of a.
width not less at any point than six hundred feet, nor more than
twelve hundred feet, including the bed of the creek, of which not less
than two hundred feet shall be on either side of said creek, south of’
Broad Branch road and Blagden Mill road and of such greater width
north of said roads as the commissioners designated in this act may
select, shall be secured, as hereinafter set out, and be perpetually
dedicated and set apart as a public park or pleasure ground for the
benefit and enjoyment of the people of the United States, to be known
by the name of Rock Creek Park: Provided, however, That the
whole tract so to be selected and condemned under the provisions of
this act shall not exceed two thousand acres nor the total cost thereof
exceed the amount of money herein appropriated.

Sec. 2. That the Chief of Engineers of the United States Army,
the Engineer Commissioner of the District of Columbia, and three
citizens to be appointed by the President, by and with theadvice and
consent of the Senate, be, and they are hereby, created a commission
to select the land for said park, of the quantity and within the limits.
aforesaid, and to have the same surveyed by the assistant to the said
Engineer Commissioner of the District of Columbia in charge of
public highways, which said assistant shall also act as executive
officer to the said commission.

SEC. 3. That the said commission shall cause to be made an accu-~
rate map of said Rock Creek Park, showing the location, quantity,
and character of each parcel of private property to be taken for such
purpose, with the names of the respective owners inscribed theréon,
which map shall be filed and recorded in the public records of the:
District of Columbia, and from and after the date of filing said map
the several tracts and parcels of land embraced in said Rock Cree
Park shall be held as condemned for public uses, and the title thereof
vested in the United States, subject to the payment of just compen-
sation, to be determined by sald commission, and approved by the:
President of the United States: Provided, That such compensation
be accepted by the owner or owners of the several parcels of land.

That if the said commission shall be unable by agreement with
the respective owners to purchase all of theland so selected and con-
demned within thirty days after such condemnation, at the price ap-
proved by the President of the United States, it shall, at the expira-
tion of such %'riod of thirty days, make application to the supreme
court of the District of Columbia, by petition, at a general or spe-
cial term, for an assessment of the value of such land as it has been
unable to purchase.

Said £et1tion shall contain a particular description of the property
selected and condemned, with the name of the owner or owners
thereof, if known, and their residences, as far as the same may be
ascertained, together with a copy of the recorded map of the park;
and the said court is hereby autﬁorized and required, upon such ap-
icatl.on, without delay, to notify the owners and occupants of the
and, if known, by personal service, and if unknown, by service by
publication, and to ascertain and assess the value of the land so
selected and condemned, by appointing three competent and disin-
terested commissioners to appraise the value or values thereof, and
to return the appraisement to the court; and when the value or val-
ues of such land are thus ascertained, and the President of the
United States shall decide the same to be reasonable, said value or
values shall be paid to the owner or owners, and the United States
shall be deemed to have a valid title to said land; and if in any case
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the owner or owners of any portion of said land shall refuse or neg-
lect, after the ap(fraisement of the cash value of said lands and im-
provements, to demand or receive the same from said court, upon
depositing the appraised value in said court to the credit of such
owner or owners, respectively, the fee-simple shall in like manner
be vested in the United States.

SEc. 4. That said court may direct the time and manner in which
possession of the property condemned shall be taken or delivered, and
may, if necessary, enforce any order or issue any process for giving
possession.

SEc. 5. That no delay in making an assessment of compensation,
or in taking possession, shall be occasioned by any doubt which may
arise as to the ownership of the property, or any part thereof, or as
to the interests of the respective owners. In such cases the court
shall require a deposit of the money allowed as compensation for the
whole property or the part in dispute. In all cases as soon as the
said commission shall have paid the compensation assessed, or
secured its payment by a deposit of money under the order of the
court, possession of the property may be taken. All proceedings
hereunder shall be in the name of the United States of America and
managed by the commission.

SEC. 6. That the commission having ascertained the cost of the
land, including expenses, shall assess such proportion of such cost
and expenses upon the lands, lots, and blocks situated inthe District
of Columbia specially benefited by reason of the location and im-

rovement of said park, as nearly as may be, in proportion to the
Eeneﬁts resulting to such real estate.

If said commission shall find that the real estate in said District
directly benefited by reason of the location of the park is not bene-
fited to the full extent of the estimated cost and expenses, then they
shall assess each tract or parcel of land specially benefited to
the extent of such benefits as they shall deem the said real estate
specially benefited. The commission shall %ive at least ten days’
notice, in one daily newspaper published in t
of the time and place of their meeting for the purpose of making
such assessment and may adjourn from time to time till the same be
completed. In making the assessment the real estate benefited
shall be assessed by thedescription as agpears of record in the Dis-
trict on the day of the first meeting; but no error in description
shall vitiate the assessment: Provided, That the premises are de-
scribed with substantial accuracy. The commission shall estimate
the value of the different parcels of real estate benefited as afore-
said and the amount assessed against each tract or parcel, and enter
all in an assessment book. Al% persons interested may appear and
be heard. When the assessment shall be completed it shall be
signed by the commission, or a majority (which majority shall have
power always to act), and be filed in the office of the clerk of the
supreme court of the District of Columbia. ~The commission shall
apply to the court for a confirmation of said assessment, giving at
least ten days’ notice of the time thereof by publication in one daily
newspaper published in the city of Washington, which notice shall
state in general terms the subject and the object of the application.

The said court shall have power, after said notice shall have been
duly given, to hear and determine all matters connected with said
agsessment; and may revise, correct, amend, and confirm said as-
sessment, in whole or in part, or order a new assessment, in whole
or in part, with or without further notice or on such notice as it
shall prescribe; but no order for a new assessment in part, or any
partiag adverse action, shall hinder or delay confirmation of the res-
idue, or collection of the assessment thereon. Confirmation of any
part of the assessment shall make the same a lien on the real estate

assessed.

e city of Washington, *
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The assessment, when confirmed, shall be divided into four equal
installments, and may be paid by any party interested in full or in
one, two, three, and four years, on or before which times all shall be
payable, with six per centum annual interest on all deferred pay-
ments. All payments shall be made to the Treasurer of the United
States, who shall keep the account as a separate fund. The orders
of the court shall be conclusive evidence of the regularity of all pre-
vious proceedings necessary to the validity thereof, and of all mat-
ters recited in said orders. The clerk of said court shall keep a rec-
ord of all proceedings in regard to said assessment and confirmation.
The comiission shall furnish the said clerk with a duplicate of its
assessment book, and in both shall be entered any change made or
ordered by the court as to any real estate. Such book filed with the
clerk when completed and certified shall be prima facie evidence
of all facts recited therein. In case assessments are not paid as
aforesaid the book of assessments certified by the clerk of the court
shall be delivered to the officer charged by law with the duty of col-
lecting delinquent taxes in the District of Columbia, who shall pro-
ceed to collect the same as delinquent real estate taxes are collected.
No sale for any installment of assessment shall discharge the real
estate from any subsequent installment; and proceedings for subse-
quent installments shall be as if no default had been made in prior
ones.

All money so collected may be paid by the Treasurer on the order
of the commission to any persons entitled thereto as compensation
for land or services. Such order on the Treasurer shall be signed
by a majority of the commission and shall specify fully the purpose
for which it is drawn. If the proceeds of assessment exceed the
cost of the park the excess shall be used in its improvemens, under
the direction of the officers named in section eight, if such excess
shall not exceed the amount of ten thousand dollars. If it shall
exceed that amount that part above ten thousand dollars shall be
refunded ratably. Public officers performing any duty hereunder
shall be allowed such fees and compensation as they would be enti-
tled to in like cases of collecting taxes. The civilian members of
the commission shall be allowed ten dollars per day each for each
day of actual service. Deeds made to purchasers at sales for delin-
quent assessments hereunder shall be prima facie evidence of the
right of the purchaser, and any one claiming under him, that the
real estate was subject to assessment and directly benefited, and that
the assessment was regularly made; that the assessment was not
paid; that due advertisement had been made; that the grantee in
the deed was the purchaser or assignee of the purchaser, and that
the sale was conducted legally.

Any judgment for the sale of any real estate for unpaid assess-
ments shall be conclusive evidence of its regularity and validity in
all collateral proceedings except when the assessment was actually
paid, and the judgment shall estop all persons from raising any ob-
Jection thereto, or.to any sale or deed based thereon, which existed
at the date of its rendition, and could have been presented as a de-
fense to the application for such judgment.

To pay the expenses of inquiry, survey, assessment, cost of lands
taken, and all other necessary expenses incidental thereto, the sum
of one million two hundred thousand dollars, or so much thereof as
may be necessary, is hereby appropriated out of any money in the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated: Provided, That one-half of
said sum of one million two hundred thousand dollars, or so much
thereof as may be expended, shall be re-imbursed to the Treasury
of the United States out of the revenues of the District of Columbia,
in four equal annual installments, with interest at the rate of three
per centum per annum upon the deferred payments: And provided
further, That one-half of the sum which shall be annually appropri-
ated and expended for the maintenance and improvement of said
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lands as a public park shall be charged against and paid out of the
revenues of the District of Columbia, in the manner now provided
by law in respect to other appropriations for the District of Colum-
bia, and the other half shall be appropriated out of the Treasury of
the United States.

Sec. 7. That the public park authorized and established by this control, ete., of
act shall be under the joint control of the Commissioners of the Park
District of Columbia and the Chief of Engineers of the United States
Army, whose duty it shall be, as soon as practicable, to lay out and
Erepare roadways and bridle paths, to be used for driving and for

orseback riding, respectively, and footways for pedestrians; and
whose duty it shall also be to make and publish such regulations as Regulations,etc.
they deem necessary or proper for the care and management of the
same. Such regulations shall provide for the preservation from
injury or spoliation of all timber, animals, or curiosities within said
park, and their retention in their natural condition, as nearly as
possible.

Approved, September 27, 1890.

CHAP. 1002.—An act to authorize the Texas-Mexican Electric Lightand Power September 27, 1890.
Company to erect wires across the Rio Grande River at Eagle Pass, Texas.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United Stales of America in Congress assembled, That the Texas-  JexasMexican Eleo.
Mexican Electric Light and Power Company, a corporation organ- o’;‘;}]ﬁ;ﬁ, ‘may wire
ized and created unger and by virtue of the laws of the State of the Rio Srands River-
Texas, be, and is hereby, authorized and empowered to construct, T
own, maintain, and operate its wires across the Rio Grande River wires.
between the city of Eagle Pass, in the State of Texas, and the city
of Porfirio Diaz, formerly known as Piedras Negras, in the State of
Coahuila, in the Republic of Mexico, at such point as may be most Location.
convenient to said corporation: Provided, That said wires shall not Provisos.
interfere with the free navigation of said river, and in case of any Unobstructed navi--
litigation arising from an obstruction or alleged obstruction to the g?;g;;mm
free navigation thereof, caused or alleged to be caused by said wires,
the case may be tried before the district court of the United States
for the western district of Texas: And provided also, That Congress
reserves the right to withdraw the power and authority conferred
by this act in case the free navigation of the river shall at any time
.be substantially or 111.':|,teriall¥l obstructed by said wires, or for any
other reason, and to direct the removal of said wires, or necessary Rgemova, etc., o’
modifications thereof, at the cost and expense of the owners of said wirs.
wires; and Congress may at any time alter, repeal, or amend this Amendmentetc.
act: And prom'dged further, That the consent of the Mexican state of o Sonsant of Mexican,
Coahuila and of the proper authorities of the Republic of Mexico "
shall have been obtained before the construction of said wires shall

be commenced.
Approved, September 27, 1890.

CHAP. 1003.—An act to provide an American register for the steam-ship G. W. September 27,1890. ]
Jones, of New York.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Commis- Caarina.”

ioner of Navigation is hereby authorized and directed to cause the  Ametican register
?é?gggn-built stg(;a.m-ship G. W. Jones, purchased and wholly owned #igoigagpaﬁﬁ%r:n‘;}é’
by an American citizen, and repaired at New York, to be registered changed to.

as a vessel of the United States under the name of Czarina.



