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purpose of enforcing the observance of such regulations the said Sec-
retary is hereby aunthorized to detail one or more revenue cutters for
duty on said river.

SEc. 2. That all officers of the Revenue-Cutter Service who are
directed to enforce the regulations prescribed by the above rules are
hereby empowered and directed, in case of necessity, or when a proper
notice has been disregarded, to use the force at their command to
remove from channels or stop any vessel found violating the prescribed
rules.

SEc. 3. That in the event of the violation of any such regulations or
rules of the Secretary of the Treasury by the owners, master, or person
in charge of such vessel, such owners, master, or person in charge shall
be liable to a penalty of two hundred dollars, and the vessel, its tackle,
apparel, furniture, and cargo, at any time used or employed in viola-
tion of such regulations, shall be forfeited to the.United States: Pro-
vided, That the Secretary of the Treasury may remit said fine or release
said vessel on such terms as he may preseribe: Provided also, That
nothing in this Act shall be construed to amend or repeal the Act enti-
tled “An Act to regulate navigation on the Great Lakes and connect-
ing tributary waters as far east as Montreal.”

Approved, March 6, 1896.

CHAP. 51.—An Act Granting to Lincoln Post, Grand Army of the Republic, of
Hope Valley, Rhode Island, one condemmned cannon; also, to the Woman’s Relief
Corps of Taylorville, Illinois, four condemned cannon and four condemned canuon
balls for the purpose of decorating a soldiers’ monument lately erected there by said
corps; and, also, to the town of Newton, in the State of New Jersey, four pieces of
condemned cannon and twenty cannon balls for the decoration of the new soldiers’
and sailors’ monument in that town.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United

States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the

Navy be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to deliver to Lin-
coln Post, Grand Army of the Republie, of Hope Valley, Rhode Island,
one condemned cannon; also, to the Woman’s Relief Corps of Taylor-
ville, I1linois, four conilemned cannon and four condemned cannon balls,
for the purpose of decorating a soldiers’ monument lately erected there
by said corps; and, also, to the town of Newton, in the State of New
Jersey, four pieces of condemned cannon and twenty cannon balls for
the decoration of the new soldiers’ and sailors’ monument in that town:
Provided, That the same can be spared without detriment to the serv-
ice, and that no expense is thereby incurred by the Government.

Approved, March 7, 1896,

CHAP. 52.—An Act To repeal section five hundred and fifty-three of the Revised
Statutes of the United States, requiring the district judge for the southern district
of Florida to reside at Key West.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That section five hundred and
fifty-three of the Revised Statutes, requiring the United States district
judge for the southern district of Florida to reside at Key West, be, and
the same is hereby, repealed.

Approved, March 13, 1896.

CHAP. 53.—An Act To authorize the construction of a bridge across the Missouri
River at or near Chamberlain, South Dakota.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall be lawfal for the
Dakota Pacific Bridge Company, a corporation now being organized for
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that purpose under the general corporation laws of the Siate of South
Dakota, or its assigns, to construct wnder and subject to the conditions
and limitations hereinafter provided, a combined railroad, wagon, and
foot-passenger bridge across the Missouri River, at a point suitable to
the interests of navigation, within five miles above or below the city of
Chamberlain, South Dakota, and lay on and over said bridge railway
tracks for the more perfect connection of any and all railroads that are
now or which may hereafter be constructed to the Missouri River at or
within five miles above or below the city of Chamberlain, South Dakota,
or to the river on the opposite side of the same, near the city of Cham-
berlain, South Dakota, and build, erect, and lay on and over said bridge
ways for wagons, vehicles of all kinds, and for the transit ot animals,

" and to provide ways for foot passengers, and to maintain and operate

said bridge for the purposes aforesaid; and that when said bridge is
constructed all traing of railroads terminating at said river and on the
opposite side thereof, at or within five miles above or below the city of

 Chamberlain, South Dakota, shall be allowed to cross said bridge and

its approaches for reasonable compensation to be made to the owners of
the same; and if the amount of said compensation can not be agreed
upon by the parties, the same shall be fixed by the Secretary of War.
The owners of said bridge may also charge and receive reasonable com-
pensation or tolls for the transit over said bridge of all wagons, car-
riages, vehicles, animals, and foot passengers: Provided, That the
Secretary of War may at any time prescribe such rules, regulations,
and rates of toll for transit and transportation over said bridge as may
be deemed proper and reasonable.

SEc. 2. That any bridge built under the provisions of this Act may,
at the option of the corporation building the same, be built as a draw-
bridge, or with unbroken or continuous spans: Provided, That if the
same shall be made of unbroken or coutinuous spauns, it shall not be in
any case of less elevation than fifty feet above extreme high-water
mark as understood at the point of location, to the lowest part of the
superstructure, with straight girders, nor shall the spans of said bridge
be less than three hundred feet in the clear at low-water mark; and the
piers of said bridge shall be parallel with the carrent of the river at
high water, and the main spans shall be over the main channels of the
river: And provided also, That if a bridge shall be built under this Aet
a8 a drawbridge the same shall be constructed as a pivot drawbridge,
with one or more draws, as the Secretary of War may prescribe, and
with spans of not less than two hundred feet in length in the clear on
each side of the central or pivot piers of the draws, and the next adjoin-
ing spans over theriver to the draw shall not be less than two hundred
and fifty feet in the clear, measured at low water; and said span shall
ot be less than ten feet above extreme high water mark, measuring to
the lowest part of the superstructure of the bridge; and the piers of
said bridge shall be parallel with the current ot the river at high water:
And provided also, That said draw shall be opened promptly, upon
reasonable signal, without unnecessary delay, for the passage of boats
and rafts; and said company or corporation shall maintain, at its own
expense, from sunset till sunrise, such lights or other signals on said
bridge as the Light-House Board shall prescribe, and such sheer booms
or other structures as may be necessary to safely guide vessels, rafts, or
other water eraft safely through said channel spans or draw openings,
and as shall be designated and required by the Secretary of War: And

Permanent channel. provided further, That the corporation building said bridge may, subject

Position.

to the approval of the Secretary of War, enter npon the banks of said
river, either above or below the point of location of said bridge, and
confine the flow of the water to a permanent channel, and to do whatever
may be necessary to accomplish said object, but shall not impede or
obstruct the navigation of said river, and shall be hable in damages for
all injuries to private property, and all plans for such works or erec-
tions upon the banks of the river shall first be submitted to the Secre.
tary of War for his approval: And provided further, That any bridge
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built ander the provisious of this Act shall be at right angles to the
‘current of the river at high water.

SEc. 3. That no bridge shall be erected or maintained under the
authority of this Act which shall at any time substantially or materi-
ally obstruct the tree navigation of said river; and the said company
shall submit to the Secretary of War for his approval drawings show-
ing the plan and location of said bridge, and until the said plan and
location of the bridge are decided by the Secretary of War to be such as
will not materially affect the interests of navigation and are approved
by him the bridge shall not be commenced or built: and any change in
the plan of such construction or any alteration in the bridge after its
construction shall be subject to the like approval; and whenever said
bridge shall, in the opinion of the Secretary of War, substantially
obstruct the free navigation of said river, he is hereby authorized to
cause such change or alteration of said bridge to be made as will
effectually obviate such obstruction; and all such alterations shall be
made and all such obstructions be removed at the expense of the owner
or owners of said bridge, or the persons operating or controlling the
same; and in case of any litigation arising from any obstruction or
alleged obstruction to the free navigation of the Missouri River, at or
near the crossing of said bridge, caused or alleged to be caused thereby,
the cause shall be commenced and tried in the circuit courts of the
United States of either judicial district of South Dakota in which the
said bridge or any portion of such obstruction touches.

SEC. 4. That any bridge built under this Act and according to its
limitations shall bé a lawful structure, and shall be recognized and known
as a post route, upon which also no higher charge shall be made for the
transportation over the same of the mails, the troops, and the munitions
of war of the United States than the rate per mile paid for the trans-
portation over the railroad or public highways leading to such bridge.
The United States shall also have the right to construct, without
charge therefor, telegraph or telephone lines across said bridge.

SEc. 5. That Congress may at any time alter, amend, or repeal this
Act.

SEC. 6. That this Act shall be null and void if actual construction of
the bridge herein authorized be not commenced within one year and
completed within three years from the date hereof.

Approved, March 13, 1896.

CHAP. 54.—An Act Regulating proof of death in certain Pension cases.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That in considering claims filed
under the pension laws, the death of an enlisted man or officer shall be
considered as sufficiently proved if satisfactory evidence is produced
establishing the fact of the continued and unexplained absence of such
enlisted man or officer from his home and f2mily for a period of seven
years, during which period no intelligence of his existence shall have
been received. And any pension granted under this Act shall cease
upon proof that such officer or enlisted man is still living.

Approved, March 13, 1896.

CHAP. 55—An Act Granting to the First Regiment North Carolina State Guard
two condemned cannon.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Navy
be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to deliver to the First
Regiment North Carolina State Guard two pieces of condemned cannon:
Provided, That the same can be spared without detriment to the service,
and that no expense is thereby incurred by the Government.

Approved, March 13, 1896.
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