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CHAP. 26b.-An Act For the relief of Jems Silva, junior.
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repreentatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Commissioner of
Pe exiooadt. the General Land Office be, and he is hereby, directed to cause to be
issued to Jesus Silva, junior, a patent to the following-described
lands: Lots three, four, and five of section twenty-five, township
twenty-one south, range one west, New Mexico principal meridian,
Las Cruces, New Mexico land district, being the tract embraced in
his homestead entry made October fifth, nineteen hundred and five
upon which cash certificate issued February third, nineteen hundred
Prow"
and nine: Provided, That in said patent there shall be expressly
ae
reS m°i reserved to the United States, or its successors, the right to take or
project.
use, without compensation to patentee or his grantees, any or all of
the said lands needed for or m connection with the construction,
maintenance, and operation of the Rio Grande reclamation project.
Approved, July 31, 1912.
[Public,No.2i].
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CHAP. 268.-An Act To harmonize the national law of lage with the provisions of the internatona onvention for the unification of certain rules with respect
to istance and salvage at sea, and for other purpoe
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[Public, No. 2o.]

Be it enacted by the Senate andHouse of Representatives of the United
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ownership of the vessels rendering and receiving such assistance or
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SEC. 2. That the master or person in chae of a vessel shal, so

far as he can do so without senous danger to his own vessel, crew, or
passengers, render assistance to every person who is found at sea in
danger of being lost; and if he fails to do so, he shall, upon conviction,
be liable to a penalty of not exceeding one thousand dollars or imprisonment for a term not exceeding two years, or both.

SEC. 3. That salvors of human life, who have taken part in the

services rendered on the occasion of the accident giving rise to salvage,
are entitled to a fair share of the remuneration awarded to the salvors
of the vessel, her cargo, and accessories.

SaC. 4. That a suit for the recovery of remuneration for rendering
assistance or salvage services shall not be maintainable if brought

later than two years from the date when such assistance or salvae
was rendered, unless the court in which the suit is brought shall be
satisfied that during such period there had not been any reasonable
opportunity of arresting the assisted or salved vessel within the
jursdiction of the court or within the territorial waters of the country
n which the libelant resides or has his principal place of business.
SEC. 5. That nothing in this Act shall be construed as applying to
ships of war or to Government ships appropriated exclusively to a
pulic service.
SEC. 6. That this Act shall take effect and be in force on and after

July first, nineteen hundred and twelve.
Approved, August 1, 1912.
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CHAP. 269.-An ActTo modify and amend the mining laws in their application
[P
. .-MO.) to the Territory of Alaska, and for other purposes.
[Public, No. 2X0.]
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That no association

lim- placer-mining claim shall hereafter be located in Alaska in excess

of forty acres, and on every placer-mining claim hereafter located

