SEVENTH CONGRESS. Sess. 1. Ci. 26, 28. 1802.

Cuar. XX VI.—in del loamend an act, intituled “An act Lo retain a Surther sum

on drawbacks, for the expenses incident to the allowance and payment thereof,
and in lew of stump dulties on debentures.”

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the second section of
the act, intituled “An act to retain a further sum on drawbacks, for the
expenses incident to the allowance and payment thereof, and in lieu of
stamp duties on debentures,” shall not be deemed to operate upon unre-
gistered ships or vessels owned by the citizens of the United States, at
the time of passing the said act, in those cascs where such ship or vessel,
at that time, possessed a sca letter, or other regular document issued
from a custom-house of the United States, proving such ship or vessel
to be American property.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That whenever satisfactory proof
shall be made to the Secretary of the Treasury, that any unregistered
ship or vessel was, in fact, the property, in wholé, of a citizen or citizens
of the United States, on the thirteenth day of May, in the year one thou-
sand eight hundred, that the Secrctary of the Treasury be, and he is
hereby authorized and directed to cause to be issued to such ship or
vessel, a certificate, which shall entitle such unregistered ship or vessel
to the same privileges which are herein before granted to unregistered
ships or vessels owned by citizens of the United States, and carrying a
sea letter, or other regular document issued from a custom-house of the
United States, before the passing of the said act, intituled “An act to
retain a further sum on drawbacks, for the expenscs incident to the
allowance and payment thereof, and in lieu of stamp duties on deben-
tures.”

Arprovep, April 14, 1802,

Cuar, XXVIIL—An Jct to establish an uniform rule of Naluralization, and fo
repeal the acts heretofore passed on that subject.(a)

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That any alien, being a free
white person, may be admiited to become a citizen of the United States,
or any of them, on the following conditions, and not otherwise :—

First, That he shall have declared, on oath or affirmation, before the
supreme, superior, district or circuit court of some one of the states, or
of the territorial districts of the United States, or a circuit or district
court of the United States, three years at least, before bis admission,
that it was, bona fide, his intention to become a citizen of the United
States, and to renounce for ever all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign
prince, potentate, state or sovereignty whatever, and particularly, by
name, the prince, potentate, state or sovereignty whereof such alien may,
at the time, be a citizen or subject.

Secondly, That he shall, at the time of his application to be admitted,
declare on oath or affirmation, before some one of the courts aforesaid,
that he will support the constitution of the United States, and that he
doth absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance and
fidelity to every foreign prince, potentate, state or sovereignty whatever,
and particularly, by name, the prince, potentate, state, or sovereignty
whereof he was before a citizen or subject; which proceedings shall be
recorded by the clerk of the court.

Thirdly, That the court admitting such alien shall be satisfied that
he has resided within the United States five ycars at least, and within
the state or territory where such court is at the time held, one year at

153

Starure 1.
April 14, 1802,
1800, ch. 64.

Part of a for-
mer law not to
operate upon
unregistered
ships, &c.

In certain
cases.

TUpon proof,
the Secretary of
the Treasury to
cause a certifi-
cate to be issued
to an unregis-
tered ship or
vessel, entitling
her to certain
privileges.

Srarute 1.

April 14, 1802,

Act of March
26, 1804, ch.47.
Act of July 30,
1813, ch. 36.
Act of March
22, 1816, ch. 32.
Act of May 26,
1824, ch. 186.

An alien may
become a eiti-
zen of the Uni-
ted States.

On what con-
ditions.

Todeclare on
oath or affirms.-
tion in the su-
preme or supe-
rior court,or dis-
trict or cireuit
court of some of
the states or of
the U. States,
three years be-
fore his admis-
sion, his inten-
tion to renounce
forever his alle-
giance to any
sovereign or
state of which
he is a subject.

(@) See notes to act of March 26, 1790, chap. 13, vol. i. page 103.
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