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com3 that objection, it ought not still to be adopted, 

hecause it would deeply disturb and injuriously af~ 


From the Pendleton Messeng.;,' foct the St:tte in its federal and interior relations.
FORT Hi ·, Nov. 1846. It now remains, in compliance with your request, 


to state the reasons, wluch have brought mc10 these 

GENTLEMEN :-I am in the ·I' eipt o(_your note conclusions, which I shall next proci;_ctl to do with-


of the Hth ult., in· which you .express a desire to out further remarks. 
have m,y views~· relation to the-proposed change The first and radical objection to a gmcral ticket 
in 011'r State Constitution, in reference to the elec0 is, th.;.t where many are to elect many, especially 
tion of the President and Vice President, In com- H.l over a large extent of country, it does not in fact,

constitute an election, but is a mere delusion, unde
pliance with your request, I herewith enclose serving the name. The reason is, in the first place, 
communication, in which they are briefly s ed. that it is impossible for the great body of the voters 
T~ have done full justice, in reference to the many to be guided by their individual knowledge in ~e
aiffl important questions involved in the subject, Sl lecting the candidates, either from personal ac

ould have made my communication too pro~ quaintance or reputation, which is indispensa!Jle to w	 . that exercise of j udgmcnt in making a selection 
I have given it the,p~shape,rat1ierthan that I'\ necessary to constitute an election ... And in the 

of a fofm'll letterjn reply !O your note, because it next, admitting it 10 be possi!Jle, and that the Il).aSg 
left me at liberty to arrange my views in conformi- of voters couhi be guitle<.l by their individual choice , 

d in making the selection, the scattering of the 
ty to the order which the subject require • votes would be so great, that the result, as to who 

,vith great respect, would have the plurality of votes, would be a mere 
I am, &c. &c. &c., accident, and no indication of the voice of the State. 

J. 	C. CALHOUN. Take our own State for illustration. It is entitled' 
A E · at present to appoint nine electors; ru1d its presentSMessrs. James L. Orr, ,vmiam loan, · nns, number of legal voters may be estimated, without 

11and F. ,v. Symmes. · · pretending to precision, at 50,000, scattered over a 
O• surface say of 150,000 square miles. In our elee: 

It would seem from the public prints, that a large , tion by a general ticket, each voter votes for the 
majority of thus"., wit~ a~e dispose(! to ~han~~ the ,e whole number to be elected. Now, I hold it to be 
present mode ot appomtmg ~lectors of Pre:s_ident impossible with all the intelligence of our people, 
and Vice President ol the Umte1 States, are 111 fa- for the great mass of them to form a ticket from 
vor of a general ticket, in lieu ~11 the present mode their own knowledge, either personally or by repu
of appointing them by the Legislature. They i:est tation, of nine pt'l'sons, to be electors, duly distribu
their opposition to the latter, and support of the tor- ted over its various parts, who may be fairly con-
mer, on the broad principle, that all ~ow?r ~elongs sidcrt>d separately as representing the voice of the 
to the People; that they should ~xercise 1.1 dtrectly, several portions in which they may reside, or joint

"'°'Nithout t.he intervention of any mtermediate agen- ly, the voice of the whole State.. Indeed, I might 
\ cy, whenever they can pr<?perly ~o so, and _that take a far more restricted position, and affirm with 
1 whenever they can so exercise it,it_w,,ukrbe ·an truth, not only that the great mass of the voters 

act of usurpation on the part--tJt the Government have not the knowledge to make out such a tic\!:et 
to withhold it. -~ for themselves, but that even the most intelligent 

From this, theyconciu,fo, that the howcr of a~ and best informed, would be at a loss to do it. 
pointing elector~, should be /l'iven .to .t e people di- But waiving this difficulty, and admitting that 
rectly · and that the mode ol appomtrng should be, they have sufficient intelligence to make out each , 
to ele~t them by a general ticket. Those, on the a sntisfactorv ticket for himselt; fh,,,-7,ther objP~tinn, · 
contrary, who are oppi,sed to th_e prop?se~ cha!1ge, not less diffitml:;-woullrl'efiTI!ftr-to be gu:rmounted; 
or the mode proposed to be subslltuted lll he~l of the that is, the scattering,would be so great, that the re
present, admit the principle; but deny, that 11 would suit as to who might receive a plurality of votes 
give the appointment to the. p~ople to elect them by and'be elected, would be a mere accident, and no 
a general tick:t; .01: tha_t, it it would, th,,y co~ld I indication of the voice ol the State. The diversity 
properly exercise 1t m this case. . · , of opinion, as to the qualification and suitableness, 

The differenca then, between them, !s reduced to would be as great, almost, as the number of voters.. 
·two questions. \Vould the adoptio1;1 ol th~ general I Pew tickets would have the same names on them, 
ticket aive the power to the people ~n re!lhty to ap- 1md the great body of the State, would be disap
point .fiectors 1 And, if it would, .1s thts a case l?, pointed and dissatisfied with the result. 
which it could be properly exercised 1 On t~e)f It would be ·impossible for such a state of fhings 
decision, it is maru.ldt;t, the propri<;tY of adoptmg_ long to continue. The first consequence would be 1 
the aeneral ticket must depend. It JI .8houkl appeal for a few prominent and influential individuals to ' 
on i% vestigation, that it would not ui form only, enter into a secret concert to control the election, 
but in truth give the power directly to th.c peorle, which nee,! not be very extensive, when the scatter- · 
and that they might exercise it, wi\ho~t d!sturbmg ing would be so great. The next wonld be, for, 
or injuriously. atfocting· !he ~tate, in 1ts.ie~~ral or others to enter into like concert to defeat them; and) 
interior relallons, then it might with prnpuety ~E finally, there would grow out of this state of things 1 
adopted. But if the con~rary should agpear, tr two parties, with. all. the usual party machinery, of 
either of the cases, then 1t could not. 1 hus far caucus, conventions, cliques, managl!rs to control 
there can be no ditforence of opinion. the election. The whole. would 1.,e put into active 

As one of the people, taking the profoundest in operation every four years, on the approach ot 
terest in whatever may touch the hberty o~ pros the Presidential election, and each' party would 
perity of the State, I have investigated these 1~upo1 make out a full ticket by what would be called a: 
tant qtiestions with the greatest care and dehbera State Convention, and any voter, whether he ap- · 
tion, for the guidance of my own course, and h!lv prove of it or not, would have to vote for one or 

~._come to the conclusion adver~c to th~ ge~eral t!c!; the other, or to throw away his vote on a ticket form
' et in reference to both questions. 'I he mvest!ga ed without concert, and which would hal'e no 

has made a deep impression on !11-e, that so far iror chance of success. 
giving the power to the people, 1t 'Yould ~e t]1e m.o"'"'"""..:;..:::.::::::::;:~:...::.::::::.:::.::=-~------------~ 

effectual way that co.ul~ t,e .devised of d1vc,strn., 

them of it, and tran~lerrrng 1t to party managers 


' 	 anti clignes, and that if it were possible to over- : 



l 	 - 
It is thus, by the orera tion of causes growing out; this State, depends more on it than any other; 

of the very nature ot a o-..meral ticket it would if because she has the greatest number in proportion 
t Ehould l;e adopted, e~d in delusio~. InsteaJ of of that de><cription of population. Its federal num

giring the election directly to the people as its ber by the present census is 4G3,582, of which the 
s::rporters assume, 'it would divest them of'it and·. free population makes 2Gi,3GO; and its slave popu
place it under the control of interm<-diate and irre
"Jlonsible cliques and pnlitical mana~ers as cer
tainly as it is adopted. That ever has°anJ must ue 
its. rc:ult, and that by laws, as uniform and cer
tarn 111 the moral world as gravitation is in the 
physical. ' 

But settino- aside this 0 ,,j·ecti'on d . .
"'' · ,. , an assummgthat the great mass of the voters of tl1e State are 

~t1fficiently intelligent and wd! informed, each to 
form a ticket for himself, and that their Yotes cou!<l 
always be sufficiently concentrated, without the in
tervcntion of party machinei·y to 8e . . .· 

' , cuie a maJOIIty of the votes for the nine electors, there would 
still remain an insuperable reason a . , ·t d . 

· gams a optmgit; because, as stated, it would dfaturb and inJ· uri
ousl)' affect the State 1,oth I·n 1·ts f'ede J. . t .I· • ra an rn error relation~.. To be more"'explicit, it would not be 
Just or ta 1r re~arclin~ the State -~ f d .·11 1 . 1tions bctwee;' its two great d\.) 8 e tehrn ie a·-, · 1 I.,10ns, e upper 
and the lower country; and that reo-ar<led in its in
terior relations, it would be calculated to disturb 
aud end.anger the compromise as established uy 
the constitution between them ~ I shall next pro
cecd to show. ' · 

. . . 
Before e1:1terrn1s o~ the discussion of this portion 

lation 196,222. Its aggregate federal number, di

vided between the lower and upper country, would 

give to the 246,180, and to the latter 217,402, an 


! excess to !he lower over the upper in the weig_ht of 
the State rn the federal government. But their re
spective weight· is very unequally affected hy their 
slave population in consequence of its very unequal
d'·t "b t' b t th t · \' ,·.· Ofth 196 ' is n u !on c ween . e \IO c~Hs10ns. e ,- ~ 
2'2'~," which the slave popula;10n ~d~s. to the fe~eral ,. 
we1,.,ht of .t11; State, the lo~ er d1vJS10ns adJ.s .bnt t 
66,108, bern0 more tha_n t\1 o to one _on the pa1t of , 
the former. The case IS the reverse m reference to
th b ("'46 180) h" h th 1· I t· n Ie 	num er ;. ' w :c. . e rce popu ~ I? ,·
adds. Of that the lower d1vis10n adds but 116,366, 
a 	 a ·nst 1 "0 994 wh "ch the unpcr add· These esti t1 1g :, , ' , . . "· •. . · 1 
mates are throughout based on districts; all lpng Ill · 1
h · f th S t 1 ,1 , th " JI f th · · · · ! it eport10n~..c tae ~e.ov; e,a.so e~ne1~, r• 

wholly or p11nc1pally a1e mcluded m the l0\1 er di- '• 
vision, and those above, in like manner, in the up- \ I , . 
per. . . l 

N o~v, as the voters consist e1;1tirely <:f the free po- ; 
pulatron, and as the number ot voters m the respec- ; 
tive divisions, is probably very nearly in r . ." · . , 
to their ~ popnlatio - · manilest, , 
.,Jwuld the gcneralticl~adopt~J, t4",\ llie. upper
division, which gives the State Jess weight in the 

of the su~Jec:, _rt will be proper to rremise, that~ federal government than the fower, woul~ have de-. 
~t~r Stat~ !s divide~ ~Y. a well d:fined !me, into two ,t cidedly the power of controHrng_the appou~tment of !, 
.,_1cat _po1t10ns or !11vis10ns, ~hie~ are strongly dis- electors, in consequence ot havrng a clec1dcd ma- t 
tmgmshed ~y their ge?graph1cal features; the char- jority of voters- t 
ac_te~ of p1~tPr?ductrnns and population, and the That a mode of appointincr which woulcl lead to ,· 
ougrn ° t eir mhabitants and manner of settle- · such a result would be ne~ther fair nor just to
ment. ,~ wardsthelow~rdivision, no one who has any regard 

Of tl1et•e. one extends from the seacoast to the to equity or justice will deny. If I do not greatl.)c , 
falls Qi t:!:.e great nvers, and is called the IO'\\'er. mistake, the upper country has too deep a sense ofr, 

both to wish it, even if it had the power; and if it 1·--------r---~---------....:·~...J had, and should attempt to exercise it, the lower has /
'=================-=-=-=-==··==-==:o,.. too much spirit to acquiesce in it. But thanks to; 
. country; and the other extends thence to the moun

tains, and is called the urper country. 
They constitute not on y the two great geogra

phical, but also the two great political divisions of 
the State, on which its political fabric rc~ts. 

--Pa,.;sing over the other features, which distinguish 
the~ t!'e.re· are two which, from, thPir important 

-~-Tin the points unrlc. cCTI1s1ttmt101, ire 
part1c.ular· notice. · great excess of the

:..,..1:ive . o the one compared with the 
. , and the difference in the origin of their in

· habitants and ~anner of settlement. They both 
~ave ha~ gr:at mfluence m formtng :rnd moJifying 
.~csoni·nstttthution :i-n. d la'\\,s, _and placin~ thhehtwo divi
: o,v11 · 1 1 1 1 w 11c t ey stande po i 1ca re anons, to 1 

to each other, as will appear in the seqtiel. W..ith 
. the~e. remarks, I shall now proceed to make good the 
, positJOn, _that !he adoption of a general ticket would 

ot be fall' or iust between them regardino- the State 
n its federal relations. ' - "'G

.1 The federal constitution in reference to Presidcn
tia_l ele~tors proviJ.es, that "each State shall ap
pornt, rn such manner as the Legblature thereof 
may direct, a number equal to the whole number of 
Sena~rs a~d Representives, to which the State may 
be entitled m Congress;" It also provides that the 
"Representatives shall be apportioned amonoo the 
several States of the Union according to their re
spective numbers, which shall be determined by 
~dding to the whole number of free persons, includ
rng those bouncl to serve for a term of years and 
excluding Indian.~ not taxed, thi:ee-fifth5 of all ~ther 

: persons." .....- 
: It follows from these pro1•isions, that 
• numbers o~ the s~ave h?lding States, and conse
:,quently t~e1r relative weight in the House of Re
presenta.tives and the electoral College and throu"'h 

· them, in th~ federal _Government, dep~nds more ~r 
I less,tm then· res ect1v~_slave_po ulation. .. h. · 

' th~ justice and. '";i'?dom of our State ConvPntion, 
-: 	neither.of th~ d1v1s10ns has the power to encroach } 

on the Just rights of the ?lhei:. It has se_cmed to.: , 
each the p~wer to protect itself; so (hat n.eith~r cal?-. , 
oppress or rn1ure the other, should It desire it. It, , " 

_ then, one or the other should suffer by th_e acts _of , t
j the go':ernment of the. ~tate,. the fault will be its '. 

- own-its ~ant of s_ufli.c1ent rntelhgenc~ to U!l~er- ; 
stand its nghts and its mterest, 01 sufficient spint to ' 

- defend them. To show how. this has been done, , 
and how the adoption of the gener~l ticket ,~oul_d 
disturb and endanger t~e cornpromrse_, by which 1t i 
has been effected, remams next to be discussed .. Its 'j 
d1f·schussio!1 :Will rdcquire a brieff 1h1rel imtitnary ~kctch !,. ·.' 
o t e ongm an sett ement o t e 8 a e, as 1ar as 
they have a bearing on.e:..al>lishing the compromise 
between the two di,·ision~, with the causes which 
Jed to it, and it.~ character and the effect on the poli
tics of the State. 

Our State was first settled on the coast by emi
!:l grants principally from England, but with no incon

sidcrable intermixture of Huguenots from France. 

1 

1 
As the former were, for the mo~t part, of the Church 
of England, the tier of counties ( now called dis"' 
tricts,) settled br them along the coast; were divided 
into f>arishes; ancl they were made the foundation 
of the political organization of the colony, and, I 
since the Revolt:ition of that portion of the State. ,

1S:l 	 The portion of the State along the falls of the ! 
, rivers, and b1u:k to the mountains, had a 1ery dif
~ ferent origin and settlement. Its settle~nt com

, menced long after, at a period'but little anterior to r 
: the war of the Revolution, and consisted principal

ly of emigrantswh6followed the course of the moun. [ 
· · rora Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia a11<l ~ 

North Carolina.. They had very little connection I 
or inte1i::ourse for a long time with the old settle- ' 
ment on the coast; and the whole region thev oc- ' 
cupied,_remained almost without any political clivi- !, 
sion or 1)rganization u,.ntil but a short period bcfon · 
the revokttion. It was. in<l~~ry)m erfie~tlv • / 

· _. 
;' 

' 
I 
1 

http:neither.of
http:proviJ.es


I 

, ;,.anized and slightly· connectecl w1th the -,riginal 
~ettlement, ancl possessed very little6oliti::aJ _powe_r, 
until the adoption of the present onstitutwn, rn 
1790· although its white population, even then,out
numbered the orii:dnal settlement on the coast. Its 

~ · 1 d 
adoption greatly enlarged its. po!il!ca . p_o~ver, an 

'much more intimately united the two diviswns; but 
it still left every department of the governm:n! un
der the control of the lower country, by retarnmg a 

Of l L · 1 
decided majority in both branches tie e'.g1

~ a
ture. which as that had the power of appomtrng

i the Governo~ and Judges, gave it a control over the 
r.·xecutive aml Judiciary, ancl, of course, the whole 
"' · 

Government. · 


It was impossible, with the increasing P?Pulation, 
wealth and inte!li.,ence of the other portwn of the 
State, that s11cl1 a ~tate of things should lon7 con
tinne without Jeadino- to discontent and conflict. 

The forn,er soon shewed itself; an,l a conflict com- • 
menceJ. within a few years afler the 31doptio? of t_he 
Constitution1 which continued with mcreasmg vio
lcnc~, until 1807, when the agitation ~n~ disorder 
had so increased, that sensible and patr10_t1c men on 
both sides, became satisfied that the conflict must be 
closed. It was accordingly tenninatcd, n~t by as:1r
render on either side, but by a compromise, wh_ich 
placed the two parties on grounds of perfect political 
equality; the only way by which such conflicts ever 
can be sati,factorily an<l permanently adJuste~ •. The

1composition of the ~enat.e, ~sit stoo9, consi~!1ng of 
one from each election d1~tnct, remained undisturb
ed which left the olJ. ori"inal settlement on the coast 
in 'possession of the contr~I ot tha! branch of the ~e
gislature,. by reason of _,ts Parish representat10n. 
To give an eqnal control Ill the Hou~e of. Repre_,en
tath·es to the more newly settled portwn rn the .mte
rior was a more difficult task. lt was accomplished 

. by ~!lotting to t_hat branch of t~e Legislature l~-1 
, members, of which G2 were assigned to the whit_e 

population, and fol to taxation. A census w~s d1
rected to be taken every ten years, and an estt!nale 
to be made of the aggregate amount of taxes paid_by 
each eleC'tion District for the period often preceding 
years. The number of Reprefentatives allo:'•eJ. to 

: eaC'h district to be apportioned to the two wrth the 
proviso that each district should haye at least one, 
and if there should he a defiC'iency .rn the number, 

, one to be adde<l to the district~ havrng the greate~t 
· fractions, until the whole should make 12-!.. By this 

. true and faithf~tl Representative of the whole State. 
This fortunate compromise terminatecl the conflict 

· which had so Jone clivided and agitated the State. 
~ 	 _

So completely did it close it, that from its acloption 
until this time, a period of almost forty years, all lo
cal <livisions and parties growing out ol them; have 
entircl_v ceaseJ. The upper and lower country_ are_.

""""· no longer named for political discord and agitauon; 
and the State has Leen l:ilessed wirh an unanimitu'of ,

h .r 
sentiment aml frecJ.om from parties, altoget er :with
ont example in any other member of the--Union. 

Nor has its effect been lci;s happy, in reference to her 

federal, than her internal relations •. To it, she owes, 

in a great measure, her weight and high character 


, and standing in the Union, which, as inconsiderable 

as sh~ is in extent of territo1y and population, pla

, ces her on a level in influence, with the largest and 

most populous of its mcrnbers. 

, Destroy this just anJ. wise compromise, by giving 
,, to either an undue preponderance in the government 

of the State, and all this .would be reve1sed. Dis

· cord, distraction, parties and facti,,ns, with all their 


machinery and demoralizing;consequences, would 

follow, and sink her far below the level she now oc

'·,cnpies. That the general ticket would give such un
·. due preponderance and in the end destroy this happy 

compromise, I shall next proceecHcnh(nV. · 
I ha,·e already shown, t!tftt-intliulJ give ari nndue 

and unfair preponderance to the upper division of 
- the State, in its federal relations. But it has been 

- said, it would be restricted to them, without extend
ing its influence to the government of the State, and 
giving either of its great political divisions undue 

.. preponderance in it. Those who make this assertion 
overlook, I must think, the absorbing character of 
,powtr. Nothing is more so. \'Vhenever it acquires 
, a preponderance, be it ever so sw.alJ,. it will slowly 
· and imperceptibly commence the process ofabsorp: 
Jtion, and continue it uw.iWt.absorbs the whole power, 
. unless efficient measures be taken in time to counter
act it. In this case, there are several circumstances, 
which would greatly increase and accelerate this 
process, which I shall now proceed to show. 

Its adoption would introduce the principle of tak
'ing the sense of the State, as a whole, by the mere 
numerical majority, without regard to its two great 
natural and political divisions, and the conflicting 

· interests growing out ol them,-a principle hereto
complex arrangement, not only an equal ~,eight was I fore utterly unknown lo the State, either in its feder

secured to the more recently settled port10ns of the : . al or interior relations, or in any of the political 

State in the House of Representatives, but an effe.ct- "/ changes through which it has passed. But, of all 

ual provision made against unequal and oppressive ; the forms ol power in a popular government, it is by 

taxes, by making taxation an eleme_nt i~ the Repre- , far the most abso~bi~g in it-, character and difficult 

sentation of the House. Its effect 1s to increase the · lo counteract. It 1s rndeed bnt the absolute and des

number of Repre~entatives from the portion of the potic form of popular government, just as much as 

Stale unduly taxed, ju~t in proportion to the excess the absolute and despotic power of one man or a few, 


i of its taxes, and thereby increase in the same pro- ·· is of the monarchical and aristocratical. Now, all 

portion its weight in the House, ~nder th~ -~ext ap- 1 experienc~ shows, tha_t th:-re is a constant and stron_g 

portionment. These iust ~m_d wise prov1s10ns, by , tendency m all con~tllutwnal go,,_ernments to their 

reqnirincr the concert and- JOlllt consent of the two I abs(>lule and despotic form, and m none more so, 


. portions "'of the State in enacting laws, plac_cd them ., than in popular con~titutjonal governments like that 

· on gtounds of perfect eq11alit_? in the Legislature; ot this State, resting on the principle of the concur


and as it retained the power of electin15 the Gover- . rent majority, as all such governments must. ·1n

nor and Jud;zes, in every department ot the govern- · deed, nothing short of a high degree of intelligence 


"I ment. Each having thus a negative on the other, on Iand constant vigilance can counteract this tendency, 
all the acts of the government, P?sse.sses the power as the history of aH such governments pro\"CS. Our 
of protecting its~lf against the in1ust1ce and oppres- own, both federal and State, already give 6trong indi, . 
sion of the other. Thus the government ceased to , cations of it, so much. so, that jt has.become a fixed i 

' be the exclusive organ of one po1tion of the State, opinion in a large portion of the union, that the
not by becoming the like organ of the other, but the numerical majority oJ:-1,he whole, has the absolute 
concurrent and joint organ of both, and thereby the nnd indefeasible righr to govern. -· 

. But, as absorbing as this power is of itself, the 

!----t ·s.1Naa!l.1S nature of the election, in connection with which, it 


(.c-~ .~ ,,-_AA,,~~~-~_,....,._,-..,.,~,._,.._.-,~~._.-, 	would be introduced, would greatly increase its force. 
Of all our elections, whether of the federal or State 
governments, the Presidential excites by far the · 
greatest interest, and exerts the greatest influence : 
over the public mind, because it greatly exceeds all ; 

. others in importance. Such being the case, the i 
place of electors is. sought by citizens of influence j 

1 
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i anct msu11c11<J11, uu111 ou ac:cunnt ot its prominence 
1 and the iniluence it is calculated to give with the 
. President and his administration, in tlie distribution 
. of the honors and emoluments of the federal govern
, ment, shoultl the candidate rnted for succeed in be

ing elected. , 
-,__.-'These consider..itions could not fail to induce 

those, who aspire to so prominent and desirable a 
station, to court popular favor, and especially that 
of the division of the Stale which might have the 
greatest number of votes and control of the election, 
and that, in too many cases, even at the sacrifice of 
their own, should they happen to reside in the other. 
This would increase the preponderance of that di
vision to a degree, that would be strongly felt in the 
Legislation of the Stale and the election of the gov
ernor and other promi11en.t oQi,;crs to the increase of 

· its inl1iien~an.t".(lecrea;;e-of lhC i•1ftue1ice o 
' 1 other, in the same proportion. , 

But as strong as is the tendency of the numerical 
majority of itself to absorb power, without reference 
to the form of taking it, and as much as it woulcl be 
increased, in consequence of its connection with the 

1 Presidential election, its increase .from the form of 
i that election, should it be by general ticket, would 
', exceed both of the others combined. Its vast in
crease from this source would be derived from a 

, consequence, which, as already shown, would follow 
its adoption, that is, that it wonld introduce the cau
cus system, with all its trail'! of party divisions and 
party managers, with their cliques and machinery. 
.The system once introduced, although for the partic
ular purpose of nominating electors, would not be 
slow in extending its jurisdiction far beyond, by 

. bringing under it the nomination of the Governor, 
: Lieutenant Governor, Senator5 in Congress, Judges 
;rnd all other oflicers, elected by the Legislature. But 
just in the same proportion, that it might extend its 
jurisdiction, would the power of the numerical ma
jority, of which it is bllt the exponent, be extended. 
When to this it is added, that the rensons assigned 

· for appointing electors by a general ticket, equally 
apply to the election of the Governor and Lieutenant 

, Governor, and Judges, in the same manner, it is not 
to be doubted, that, if it should be adopted for the 
one, it would be ultimately for the.othen;. ···fndeed, 
it is already urgeil, that the two first sll()ul 
elected. By. the time that is -donl", 1r1e com pro
rnbe which places the two divisions of the State 
in the relation of perfect political equality, will have 
been utterly destroyed, and the powers of t~e State 
and government concentrated m that, which has 

~ the greatest number ot voters. It would be an 
· i entiie and disastrous political. reyolution. Instead 

cy of all ']lopular goverm:nents "t? ccincentr~te power 
in the hands of the mere nnmencal maJonty, alrea
dy explained. In these strn~gles, one ~ta'.e after 
another: of those that had adopted the distnct sys
tem, re;orted, in their eager desire for vict?ry, to the , 
general ticket, in order to concentrate _thelf powe~·; 
while the States which, at first, app01ntcd by their 
Legislatnrcs, gr~dually yi1;Icled to the t~ndency to
wards the nmnencal maionty. That th1~ Sta~e has 

, beon ahlc to resist successfully the opcrat10n.ol .such. 
; powerful ~au~es, is attributabl~ to the supenonty of 

her Constitutwn. Long may 1t enable her to con
tinue her successful resistance, and, instead of fol
lowing the evil example of others, may it be her 
patriotism and pride to he an e~ample ~o them, ~ven 
if it should remain, to be as it now is, a solitary ' 
one. . . 

'\Vith these weighty, and to my mind overwhelm- 1 

in a reasons aaainst the adopt10n of the general ; 
tic"ket, l woulcfhcre close the. discussion, as far as i 
regards it, as being wholly out of the qnest10n, we_re i 

I 
it not for the deep conviction I have,. as \o the dis-· 
astrous consequences to the State, which would f?l-1 
low, should it be. unfortunately <l;dopted.. Unde; its I 
influence, I feel 1t to b~ a duty, u'.l r~plyi~g to ) our I 
note, to omit no material reason agamst 1t. The~e I 

! still remains one such, with which I shall close this: 
portion of the discussion of the subject. / 

~ Those who support a general ticket, seem to me,, 
with all clue deference, to rest its adoption on a s~- · 

r,: ries of unfounded assumptions. They assume, 1n. 
~ the first place, that the tederal Constitution vests 

the appoiutmcnt of electors in· the p,:oplc. But; 
such is n:it th~ fact. On rhe contrary, '.t expre~$ly

1 

' of (he present excell_ent. cons11tut10na_l government, II}'.,. because t~e effect of adopting it would be to , I ~·h1ch makes ours, 10 Its tru.e mean mg, a Repub- give the apJ?lll~t1~1ent to a _mere majority, regarded 
he, or Commonwealth, that 1s, the Government ?f as so many md1vi~uals, :V~thout the slightest refer
the whole, we would have an absolute and despotic ,ence to the peculiar political organization of our 

·, democracy ;-the government of one portion ol the )St~te? or even an attempt to adjust the power of ap
State over the other-the one that has the greatest pomtmg the electors, so as to conform to it. But 
number of votes, over that which has the fewest. the assumption, that the people are the State in 
No greater curse could befall the State, inc_luding !hat sense, is as unfounded, as the first on which 
both divisions-the one which wonld acqlllre the it rests, that the Constitution gives the appointment 
power, and the other which would lose it. It would to them. But even this unfounded assumption, rests 
corrupt the one and debase the other. on another equally so; that the numerical majority 

But we are told in order to induce us to take a 0 ( the people is the State, and on that rests the conclu
step so fatal, that ln other States of the Union have s~on, th~t.the adoption of t~e general ticket, which 
adopted the generp.l ticket for the appointment of '\0 1_1ld ~ne the power to 1t, ~ould be the same as 

' ele,ctors. It is true that such is the case; but it is gwmg i! to the peopl~. And _this ~rings us to the final 
t _~e, that its adoption was not the result of un- and~a,hcal a.ssmnptwn, wh!c~ hes at the bottom of 
; · l,1a~,ei'l al!d deliberate preference. It was not so the whole se~ies, t.hat.the maJontf has the natural, in-

originally. I have not at hand the means of ascer- herent! and mdefeas1ble right o governing-an as
taining the mode adopted at first by the several sum~on not only utterly u~fou!1ded, but of the 

- proviies, that each State s,hall appowt its elector,-, 

with no other restrictions,' except that the manner 
1shall be as directed by its Legislature and that no 
Senator or Representative, or person h~ldino- an.of

I flee of trust or profit under the United Stat~s shall 
be an elector. It ~s t~en cl~ar, the assumptio~, that 
the federal Constitut10n gives the appointment to 
the peovle, rests on another assumption1 that the 
people ~re th~ State .. It is indeed true, they are, re
garded rn the,r orgamc character as constitutino- a 
body politic. In that sense, the p~ople are the Stfte, 
and the St~te the people, but no other. It is not, 
however, rn that sense, but a very dilferent one 
that the advocates of the general ticket use it. o~ 
!he co!ltrary, the:y evidently apply it to the people, 
rn their mwrgamzed character as mere individu
als--a sense, in which the people are never called 
the State, nor the State the people. J say evident

' 
r· 

" 

I/'. 
J 

/ 
States but unless I e-reatly mistake I do not err i.n most angcrous character, and m direct cnntiict with')/ 
assertinlr that the ~rcat majority 'appointed their 'llic {'nnstitptjon of this State and that of the Union_ 

{ electors; either by Districts or their Legislatures;, 
land few indeecl by general ticket. That all since, 

:· except this State, have adopted it, is attributable, 
~ partly, to the violent party struggles, growing out of 
· the President' I election and iartl to that tenden

1 
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All natural rights are individual right;,, and bctongs 
to them as suth. They appertain neither to majori
ties nor mino'rjtics. On the contrary, all political 
rights are conventional. Neither 111ajoritics nor 
minorities can rightfully exercise any such, but by 
compact or agreement, expressed or implied. Sonle 
of the States of the Uniou..,-4t would seem, have 

Ibased their Constitntions oir the a.ssnmption, that 
,the mere numerical majority hae the right to go
Jvern. In such, it would, indeed, be the State by im
iplication, and the adoption of the general ticket by 
)them, tor the appointment of electors would be in 
; conformity with the provisions of the federal Con
hititution, · which'Vl'.!."ts it in the State. But such is 
not onr case. Ouf State is organized on the far 
broader and more solid and durable' foundation. of 
the concurrent majority, to the entire exclusion of 
the numerical. To adopt, then, lhe general ticket, 
would not be with us to give the appointment to the 
State. On the contrary, it would be to introduce a 
new element, calculated to subvert and destroy the 
very fonndation on which it.~ organization rests, a.5 
has been shown. 

Setting, then, aside the general ticket, for these 
mmer?u~ and insurmountable objections, as utterly 
nadm1~s1ble, no other alternative hs lefl, but to re
1in the present mode of appointment, or adopt the 
>istrict system, by dividing the State into a number 
f Di,;tricts equal to the nmuber of its electors, and 
Hot the appointment of one to each. If it should 
e thouglJ.t preferable to give the appointment direct
, to the people, without any intermediate agency, 
1en, the lattBr should be adopted, as the only way 
y which it can be truly given to them, and that too, 
·ith strict justice to the two great divisions of the 
tale, and without the hazard of destroving or dis
trbing the compromise between the,n. The strong
;t objection to it is;, that it mightdiminfah the rela
ve weight of the State in the PreHidential election, 

! y expo~ing its vote to the hazard of a divi~ion.
. tis certainly desirable to avoid that, so long as the 
1ther States shall continue to-:oncentrate their's by 

/J. general ticket. But, I must say, even setting this 
objeetion aside, that I can see no adequate reasou 
for changing the pre~ent mode. Under our well 
constructed and just Constitution, the Legi~lature 
may, with strict reard to truth, be said to be the trne 
representative of the State. It has heretofore prov
ed to be so, in the appointment of electors. In no 
instance has it deceived or betrayed the State in 
reference to it. 

Nor am I aware of any formidable objection 
against continuing the present mode, growing out 
of the late act of' Congress, which may not be met 
by an amendment.of our State Constiiution, fixing 
an earlier day for the meeting of the Legislature 
every fourth year, so that it may be in session to 
comply with its provisions, and in having a call 
session for that purpose until the amendment can 
he made. But whether that should be done, or the 

'District system adopted, notwithstanding the hazard 
'of dividing the vote of the State, are questions to 
: be decided, not so nnleh by reference to principle, 

""" 'as considerations of expediency in reference to 
-,.which the Legislature is the most competent to de

~ci~. . 
But it is urged, that a change must be made, be

Icause the Legi~latnre has no right to appoint the 
1electors, To this may ·be fairly ans;;~red, that
jthe objection comes too late. The federal govern
Iment has been in operati,.., more than half a cen
i tury, during which . time• there have been fifteen 
l Presidental elections, at each of which one or more 
States have appointed their electors by the Legis
lature; and in not a single instance have the two 
houses of Congre$$, in counting the vote$, objected 
to receive the vote of a State, because it was ca.st 
by electors appoi11ted by its Legislature. 

But waiving this answer, I cannot perceive any 
solid ground tor the objection. The f(xleral consti
tution expressly vests the power of appointing tbc 
electors in the States; that is, as has been ~hown, 
in their organized character as constituting a body 

..._ politic, and the power of directing the manner of 

r - ..r ~ 

appointing in their Legisla~res, without q11alifi~;~· I i 
tion. It is left to their distietion to decide, whether 
it shall be done directly by the people of the State, 
or indirectly througll intermediate agents, provided 
the manner directed, shall be such as to be fairly 
the act of the State, that is, of the people in the 

: character above stated. The more perfectly and 
1 fully it wouId be theirs in that character, the more 
1 perfectly and fully will the intention of the Con
stitution he complied with, whether done through 
the direct vote o! the people, or any intermediate 
agency, including the Legislature. But it is cer
tain, that with us, whatever may be the case in 
other States, no other agency could be constituted 
or any other mode of apvointment adopted, that 
would more perfectly and 1ully represent the State, 
or make the appointment more truly its act, than 
that by its Legislature. 

· , I have now complied with your request, with as 
! much brevity as possible, considering the import

ance aml complex character of the question involv
' ed. I have, mdeed experienced no inconsiderable 

, ,, difficulty, in discussing some of the point~; to ex
press myself with snfficient clearness to be \,ell un

, <lerstood, without going- into a discussion of some 
of the fundamental priil · s of political science, 
if it may be so called; and, "bv, increasing 
unreasonably the length of my ans · J::?llf re
quest. As it is, I fear, in attempting to avoid pro

. lixity, I have not sufficiently explained my mean
ing, on some of the points, to escape obscuritv. 

In conclusion permit me to say, if what I 'have 
written should shed an additional ray of light on 
the nature and character ot our excellent State Con

·etitution, or contribute in any degree, to guard 
against the adoption of any measure calculated to 
impair, or weaken it, I shall feel myself amply 
compensated for the time and reflection I ha,•e be
stowed on this communication . 

I am with great respect, 

Yours, &c. &c. 


J. C. CALHOUN. 
Messrs. James L. Orr, '\Villiam Sloan, A. Evins, 

) and F. '\V. Symmes. 
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Grreca Majora, ( the Historians and Orators.) 

Plane and Spherical Trigonometry, 

Davies' Mensuration and Surveying. 

Analytical and Descriptive Geometry. 

History. 

Whately's Logic ; Whately's Rhetoric. 

Heat, Light, and Electricity, as taught in the Library of Useful 


Knowledge. 

JUNIOR YEAR. 

Cicero's Rhetorical Works, (select parts of) 

Horace's Art of Poetry. 

Juvenal and Persius, (select satires.) 


· Grreca Majora, ( the Orators, Philosophers and Critics.) 
Exercises in Latin Composition. 
Davies' Differential and Integral Cal;ulus. 
Mechanical Philosophy. 
Chemistry. 
History. 
Elements of Criticism. 
Moral Philosophy and Politics. 
Sacred Literature, and Evidences of Christianity. 

SENIOR YEAR. 

Cicero's Ethical Works, (select parts of) 

Greek Dramatists, ( select Plays of the) 

Exercises in Latin or Greek Composition. 

Astronomy. 

Political Economy. 

Metaphysics ; Locke's Essay. Also, a course of Lectures. 

Chemistry, Geology and Mineralogy. 

Sacred Literature, and Evidences of Christianity. 


There shall be three Recitations of each Class, daily ; one 
after morning prayers ; one at 11 o'clock, A. M. ; one at 4 
o'clock, P. M. On Saturday morning, there shall be one Re
citation. There shall be Lectures, Rhetorical Exercises and 
Compositions, English and Latin, at such times as the Faculty 

;( may appoint. 
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REFERENCES. 

A. denotes the West Wing of North College 
B. " " Centre Building " " 
C. " " East Wing " " 
D. " " East Wing of South College. 
E. " " Centre Building " " 
F. " " West Wing " " 
G. " " South New College. 
H. " " North New College. 

~ The numbers commence in the new Colleges, at the 
West end. In the old Colleges, at the end of each wing, and 
proceed towards the centre building. 
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