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.\n.r.:a sorue romarks on tl111 state of opinions al \Vashinr;toll, 50 

lar as he had been able to observe them. on tho subject of the 
Protective l'olicy,. Judge HARPER proceeded to say, tliat the 
,crnedy of Stale interference, or Nul1ification, proposed in :-iouth· 
(;11roli11a, Legan now to engage the attention of the people of the 
rest of tbe United States. l\lany individuals, even in the Slates 
,nost devoted to the Tariff policy, ri,joice to apprehend that there 
may be a remedy for the U6urpation of power, short of secession or 
civil strife; that there is a medium between disunion and consoli
dation l and thal Nullification is not intended to make,, but to 
prevent, a revolution. There are some, particularly rn the west• 
crn portion of the Union, who agree with us respecting the Rights 
"f the Slates, though they differ from us us to tlie protecting sys• 
tern; who would not see all the grounds of liberty destroyed, and 
nn ab,olute, consolidated government established, even for tho 
!ake of a. policy to which they are favourably disposed. Our 
friends of the other Southern States encourage us to proceed. It 
is true they say to us-" the people of our States are less informed 
und less excited than in Soutb Carolina, where these topics have 
been so long Rgilntcd. They are all devoted to Free Trade and 
to the Rights of the States. Ilut wilh respect to the particular 
in~asures of resistance to Le adopted, they are reluctant to expre,s 
opinions on matters which they have not fully considered, and on 
\\'hicli they are not fully informed. Rud you would in vain allemrt 
to concert such measures with them. Such nn at!ernpt would 
-,all forth R thousand various projects and opinions; would lead to 
iutcrrninablc discu,sions and negotiations; and be more likely 
t!Jau nny 1hi11i:: else to J'etard or defeat any effectual resistance. 
No! ;o;oulh-C11rolin11, who has lrnen hitherto iu adrnnce, must vin
<licate her rii;hl to the post, which she has 11,wmed to herself. Let 
lier net, nnJ I ct a prnctical question l,e put to the people of the 
oll1c1· Southern ::ltntes, on which it is necessary lo decide one way 
u,· the other; let it he proposrd to them lo make corn moo cause 
with Soulh-t:arolinn, or to uid in putt in~ her down by violence; 
and there cannot he a doubt of their decision. They C,\NNOT 

,.,ncrifiee their dearest interests, rtnounce their long cherished 
pri11ciples, nnd forge chains for their own limbs and those of their 
poslerily." 

Lnt us examine a little the nature of this check of State interpo
,.itio11, or N11llification. All we ask is, that the arguments in its 
fuvour shnll be ex1uni11ed with the strictest scrutiny. All we·com
plnin of is. that it is denounced without examination. l\1en 11r
pcnr unwillin;; to understand u~. Tbe \'Cry simplicity and obvious 
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char~c(er of,ome trulhs seem lo render them utterly i11compre
hens1lile. It is, perhaps, nalural to think t!.~t a very simple rruth, 
which has Jong lain in the wAy of observstiou, mu,!, ifit "ere in: 
deed a tl'lllb, have been disco,·ered l,efol'e; and if discovered; 
must have en!(aged the at 1ention of reflecting men. But yet we kno 1v 
that this doe~ not &lwnys happen, and that the most ob1•ious and im• 
portant lrulhs bave long escAped ohservation. It is now, however, 
no longer doubtful thnt the truth for which we contend was known 
to one eminent indi\'idual, who Letter than anv one else unuer
stood the true character of our iustitutions, it is no longer dis
puteu that Mr. JEn'ERSO.f was the advocate of our doctl'ine, and 
the author of the term "Nullifit'11tion." We hope that this will 
11bate the distrust and aversion \\'Uich ha,·e been eutertained to
wards it. 

No answer has ever been alfempted to the common argument
that if individuals ~enter into a compact, and have no arbiter, or 
superior authority, to interpret it for them, each must decide on 
its interpretation, so far ns respects the govP-rnmeDt of his own 
conduct; that if independent end sovereign State., form a com· 
pact, each, not only may, but must of necessity determine th~ 
true meaning of the compact, so far as it i~ to be carried int<> effect 
by itself, or 11ithin its own teri-,tory.-And it is plainly impossible 
that any answer should be given. The argnment in favour of the 
Constitution having provided ~uch an umpire in the Sunreme 
Court, rests upon this, viz :-It is taken for granted that by tbt> 25t11 
section of the Act of 1769, rhe appeal from the State Courts in the 
last resorl, in cAses involving nny 4uestion arising under the laws 
and Constitution of the Unite,! States, is rightfully allowed to the 
Supreme Court; then, although the SuprPrr,e Court bH not a 
political tribunal ·(as it has itseli detPrmir,ed) but its only forction 
being to decide the rights ofindi\·i<luals, set, in the ordinory \\ inking 
of the Government, it will happen, tlrnt in deciding the rights oi 
inrl'lviduals, as they are affected by tlie conl!icting Stale flOd J,·ede
ral laws, this trilmnal will determine how far ei1her la,H shall 
have operation and effect, and consequently what are rhe relati\·e 
rights and powers of the Federal anJ ~tate Governments; and 
this ordinary working of the Government can only be inierru1.ted 
by some extra-co11stiturio11,,l or re,·nlu,ionary movement. 

I appPal to you whether this be not tbe \\ hole of the argument; 
aad fairly stated. I appeal to the advocates of the power of the 
Supr<Jme Court, whether any thing can be added to it. And yet 
nhat sort of jargon is this! \Ve have been accused of refined 
Fpeculation-political metaphysics, it has been calle<l-at1d oltt'n 

. Ly men so long accustomed to verbal refinement as to ba\·e lost 
the faculty of di,tingnishing plain truth and direct argument wben 
they are otfere d to them But how is it that a tribunal professing 
to have no political power, slrnll exercise all political power?
that a constituent department of one government, certainly a 
weaker, and in some respects subordinate department. shall be tLe 
exclusive and fin!il arbiter of the po\\'ers of tLat whole govern

. ment? as well as of tbe powers of States acknowledged to .be, for 
some purposes at least, sovereigu and independent 1 

The truth is, bowever, that even in lite ordinary working of tLe 
nov::rnment, the Supreme Court jg not the authority of the last 
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,·esort. 'Iher.e i, a pH:nnr beyond that, in the l!lenate of the Uoated 
States sitting as a Coll!t of Impeachment. A Judge may be tried 
for a wilful violation of the Constitution, and tlie ::Senate may not 
only judge of him and his motives, but interpret the Constitution 
too, and that in the very last resort. Though a particular decision 
cannot be reversed, yet a rule of conduct will be furnished, to 
,vhich the Court will in future Le compelled to conform. \Viii 
you then say that the Senate is the supreme arbiter of the consti· 
tutional powers of the f'ederal and Siate Go\·ernments 1 

If the Constitution, (as it might very well have done) had not 
provided for the establishment of Courts by the Federal Govern
ment, but authorizing it to act on the persons and property of 
individuals, had left its laws to be carrit:d into effect by meaas of 
,the State tribunals, would you say that those Courts-the creatures 
c,f a State--whose rule of conduct might. ~e prescribed by it 
whose constitution might be modified by it at pleasure-whose 
very existence might be abolished at its will-were tbe supreme 
arbiters of the powers of their creator. The absurdity would 
strike every one; .yet this is, to all intents and purposes, the argu. 
ment of these who suppose such an arbiter to Le found in the 
Supreme Court. \Vould not th" relative powers of the State and 
l'ederal Government have been the same under that Constitution 
as under the present! The authority of tbe Supreme Court in 
relation to this matter, is precisely of the same character with that 
of every other functionary of botb State and Federal Governments, 
whetlier legislative, e:iecutive, or judicial; all muqt, in the dis
charge of their proper functions, incidentally, and in the first in
stance, interpret the Constitution. To none of tliem is this inter
pretation committed as a substantive and ultimate rower. 

Our idea is the plainest iu the world, if those who differ from us 
would deign to comprehend it. It is that ours is a confederacy, 
and nothing hut a confederacy. The notion of a Government 
partly consolidated and partly federative; of State Governments 
partly sovereign and partly subordinate; is incongruous and im· 
possible. 'l\vPnty-four distinct and independent sovereigns have 
agreed, by the constitutional compact,Jor certain specific purposes 
of common interest, to exercise their powers jointly. For this 
purpose they ba•,e provid~d. as other confederacies have doue, 
fer the appointment r,f a central council and authorities subordin
ate lo it, called a l~ede,al Government. It does not detract from 
its character as a Confederated Government, that they have pro
vided (1\ bt ha;; not been so uaual amoRg confederacies) that the 
i;entral government, instead of making requisitions on the several 
contrac\ing sonreigus, and carrying its regulations into effect 
solely hy means oitheir authority, has power to make requisition• 
on individuals ii\ the first instance, and to effect their persons and 
propel'ty. In thus acting upon individuals, however, it actq solely 
by the permission and under the authority, ( as expressed by the 
compact of confederation,) of the sovereign in whose territory the 
jurisdiction is exercised. 'rbat sovereign may, therefore, inhibit 
any exercise of the power, rightfully and in good faith, if the joint 
authorities have exceeded the powers granted in the compact. 

Let us suppose that in former tillles, when theological affairs 
engaged more of the attention of the world than they do at pre· 
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sent, half a dozen of the sovereign.i of Christendom bad entereii 
into a compact for the appointment, from their respective doini11, 
ion~. of an ecclesiastical council to regulate matters of religiou~ 
faith and practice. Suppose them further to hav~ stipulated that 
the council might appoint ecclesiastical tribunals to exercise juri~
c.liction within the dominions of each, that the regulations of the 
counc1l, when within the scope of their authority, should be para· 
mount lo the temporal laws with which they should come in col
lision, or supreme, and, if you please, that there shou.ld be an ap
peal from the lxy to the ecclesiastical tribunals, in cases involving 
any question of religious faith or practice. \Yould this ecclesias· 
lie ... ! establishment have been any 1hi11g else thau a part of the 
machinery of each of the contracting sovereigns for the govern• 
nrn11t of uis own dornin!ons l Thb might have been dangerous 
power lo granl,and have opened the way to the usurpation of powers 
not granted; bm would any one have dreamed that by such com· 
pact, the council in qnestion was constituted the righful sovereigl\ 
of all the dominions of the conlract111g parties ?--tlrnt any sover
eign might not rightfully control those trilmnals when he per• 
coived them to exceed their proper authority ?-or that he was 
restrained by anything but the faith of the compact from suppress• 
ing them eltoge1her, or banishing them bis domini,ms. 

This is not similar, but idenlical. Th~ States, before the forma· 
tion of the Cc,nstitution, were sovereign: they exercis!'d, uncon
trolled, all the powers of government. This is nol matter of 
arg11111ent, but of historical fact, and established by evidence per
fectly indisput~ble They entered into a compact prov1di11g for 
the cstal lishment of a common council, for the regulation of cer• 
tain atfairs of common interest, and pr,1vided that it should appoint 
officers and tribunals lo eierote its powers in the most effectual 
manne1• Certainly the States did not stipulate to become consul· 
iilated fur eve1y purpose; to abandon aJt,,gether their sovereign 
cl,arncter, and to become corporation•. Yet, u11less they have 
done this, I will prove, so that 110 one shall question it. that they 

• must rntain 	every right of sovereignty and have righlful power to 
C<>ntrol every, trilmnal uud function within their respective ter
ritories. 

What is sovereignty ?-there is no mystery in this-sovcreign
supreme-the highest and ultimate authority in a State. Such an 
;.uthority Ihere must, of nece•sity, he in every State. Can there 
be any doubt of thi~ ! It mJy not reside in a fingle individual, or 
a single department; as in the instance of the British Parliament 
of King, Lords and Commons. But when sovereignly is thus dis
trib11ted the concurreq,/le of all the departments is required to ren• 
-der any act 1,ffectual. If under our American constitutions, there 
were 110 provision for an appeal to the people in Convention, it 
wight be said lhat sov~reignty resided in the !Agislalure, the eiecu•. 
tive Hnd the judiciary, since there would be no olterror aothurity 
to control any act in \\ hich they concurred. But th~ sover1:ignty 
would, in effect, reside in the legislature, which might organize 
and modify the other Jepartment, et its pleasure. lt would be 
vain to talk of an abstract sovereigr.ty residine; in the people. A 
,overeignty which can 11eve1• be cell.,d into action is a nonertity. 
If, under such a Comtitution, the people .sbollld :assemb!, and 
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wedify tile Corm of government, this 1Fould be revolution anci 
force. \Vhen we speak of sovereignty, we mean the highest legal 
power, exercised according to the forms of the C'onslilution. It 
means this, or it m~ans nothing. Is it possible lo conceive of a 
81ate in which there is not sucL an authority? 
. There is a sense in which a sovereign may be said to be subor, 
dinate or dependant. A weaker sovereign has been subordinate 
to a more powerful one, from the dread of superic,r force. But 
we speak of legal power. The process of the superior sovereign 
does not run into the dominions of the inferior. He does not 
·control according to the forms of law. If he does, the inferiw is 
no longer sovereign in any sense. He is but a functionary of the 
superior, go\·erning power. 

A State p,irtly sovereign and partly subordinate; a government 
partly consoli<la!ed and partly federative, currently as this lan• 
guage has 1.Jeen rt,peat ed by those who have been co11tented to use 
words without ideas annexed to them, is a mon,ter, inconceivable 
as the Cbimrera. If. us some have suggested, sovereignty were 
cfotributed I.Jet ween the Feden I Rnd State authorities, then tbe 
concurrence of both would be necessary to render any act effec· 
tual. But is this the case 1 IC the State does not possess the 
_right of Nullilieation, is i!s concurrence required to give effect to 
any act of the Federal Government 1 Js there any act of The State 
.wl!ich·may not be arrested on the ground of repugnance to the 
laws or Constitution of the United States? The argument in favor 
of the p,utial soverei;,nty of the States stand!! thus ~-The States 
may regulate all their internal concerns; they may legislate on all 
subjects, but those on which they have surrendered their powers 
to the Federal Government; their laws have full operation and 
effect, and are the highest authority on the matters wl,ich they 
regulate-unless, indeed, the States transcend their rightful powers, 
and their laws come into collision with the Constitution or laws of 
the Federal.Government; then, to be sure, their operation is liable 
to be arre8ted; and the question, whether !he States have trans· 
cended their powers, is to be judged of by the Supreme Court-a 
tribnnal appointed by the Federal Goverument. An, those who 
argue thus a1vare that they hav6 given us the very definition of the 
powers of a corporation 1-tbat !be pettiest town couucil-the 
a!~ociated grocers' company-is so.ereign in the very sense they 
!Jave supposed the States to be so\•ereign 1 Think-reflect-the 
laws ot a corporation are binding on its members; they have full 
operation and effect, and 11rt> the highest authority on the matters 
which they regulate; unless the corporation transcends its powers, 
and its regulations come in collision witj those of the superior 
g9vernment; then, indeed, tueir operation is to be restrained, and 
tho question, whether the corporation has transcended its powers, 
is to be judged of by a tribunal appointed by the sNperior govern
ment There can he ne question of so•ereignty or supremacy, but 
in the case of a collision of authorities, and the very te~t of sover• 
eignty or subordination ii., which shall judge of the validity of the 
otaer's act. And practically, is it not evident that a majority of' 
the people of the United States, which elects the Congress and 
President, 11nd indirectly appoints the Judges, may, if there be JJI? 
right of Sfate tnte,po$ttion, amrirte aay P.O\.'V~l' urey nr.ty fl))iik 
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advat1!a~eous, aNJ re!train the e1ercise of any power by the Stales 
tha! it think, tieoper to exerci!e. If tbis be w, what is the sover· 
oignty to thP Stale~? 

Tr, say t.hat ,he :St<1tes are sovereign, is to affirm, in tnms, tbe 
,·i~ht of Nullitic,,tion. Fn<]ueslionably-if the term sovereignty 
has the only 111Pani1:g that can be attributed to it, and signifies the 
au!lrnrity in tlu, last rc,or·t. I am aware that many who coucede 
the sovereignty of \he States, have done so without thinking i.t 
necrssary to a11uex a mtauing lo the tHm, and that alt, even our 
opponents. are willi11g to admit the States to be soYereign, in such 
!Ort. tliat they shall be subordinati, for any purpose that it may 
iuit the view, of the go,•eruiog majority to render them subordin
ate. llut I have never been able 10 conceive how those \\·ho con
cede 11nd contend for the right of a State to secede from the 
Union, can deny the right to nullity. '!'be right of secession is 
founded on the sovereiguty flf the Stale, in the sense in which I 
have used the word. It depends on this, that when the Stafe has 
declared the separ~tion, the- Federal authorities are bound to yield 
obE:dience and forbear the exercise of their functions. If a county 
or parish should think proper to declare a secession from the Stale, 
the pretentiun would be laughed at. The Slate authorities would 
be hound still to go on kl eiecute the laws within the seceding 
district. And why is this ?-because the county or parish is not 
sovereign. If it were, the State aathorities would be bound to 
yield obedience. Those who contend for the State right of seces
sion, cannot m,·an the right of rebellion or revolt. Ifth1,y did, the 
federal authori'.ies would not only have the right, but would be 
bounil 10 go on to execute the Fed~ral laws, notwithstanding the 
act uf secession. They must mean a legal right-the exercise 6'f 
an authority lo which all nre bound to submit. But it is not easy 
to comprehend how the Federnl authorities can be bound to sub
mit, when they are commanded to forbear the exercise of all their 
functions and to suspend the execution of all Federal laws, when 
they would not be hound, if commanded, to forbear the execution 
ofa particular ohnoxious law, or bow the State cart be sovereign 
for one of these purposes and not for tbe other. The greater in
volves the less. Can it be, ti.at a sovereign party must either ac
<juicsce in having ao attempted violation of the compact carried 
iuto elfect within his own territory, or declare the compact at an 
end altogether? 

Such are our views of our confederated system. The Stales 
eonstiluted a confederacy before the formation of the Constit11• 
tiou; they form a confederacy still: they were sovereign before,, 
iind are so still. They have uot, by adopting the Constitution, 
auandoi:oo their separaie and independent character and formed a 
Masolidated empire. The people of each State, in their so\·ereign 
character, delegated powers for some purposes to the Federal, for 
other purposes lo the Stale authorities; but within its territorial 
jurisdir.tion there is but one sovereign, and both Federal and State 

. authorities, which are co-ordinate to eaeh other, owe it obedience, 
and are subject to its coulrol. The appeal to the people in their 
soverei11n character is within the forms of the Constitution; it is 
,:irovided. for by the Constitution itself, and comes within the 

·cnHttary working oflhe government. It is not revolutionary; that 
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i!, a ren,:u,iun by \tuid1 the o'...ligation c,f a1v is Li1ro1vu o;l, anJ 
the forms <,f 1he Cor.~titutioa vi ,iated. The so,·ereignty ol the 
peo1,le is r,::.t an 1,n:uen1,ir,g abstraclion, but the livin;; aud active 
principie of our institu1i,j11S. Tli,,ugh in its character of iu\'ereigo, 
t!ie .:State La, the legal right to sec-,de fruru tht! compact, e,·ea 
"ithc,ul a!ie;:ii,g any viola•ion of it on the part of the other con
tracting parties, aud both Federal and :-::tale authorities \\ ould Le 
legally bound to sut.mit if it should do so, yet it bas not the moral 
right. Its faith js bound lo adhere to tLe compact, so Ion<( as it 
remains unYiolated on the othe, part. So its faith is bound lo 
submit to ~ny alteration of the compact that may be made 11 ilb the 
concurrence of tl1ree-fourths of the mem!,ers of the confederacy. 
\Ve do not attribute lo the three fo~rtbs. as has been supposed by 
so,ne, a~y constitntional power ef co11strui11g the Cons:itution. , 
They !:ave tLe po11 er of amendme11t, however-of making il \\ bat 
they r,lea~e; a11d 11,is, in t-ffect, 1, ill amount to the same thing. 

Cor,iusion has oft._.n been occasiuned Ly using the tiame 1vord 
with diffore11t meani11es attached to it, and such has arisen from the 
use of the word right'in ditforent senses. Thus we speak of the 
right of resi,tan,·e. :\Jan has a natural and moral right to resist 
opi,res,ion. Dul this i:; not a legal ri~ht. Ue is bo,rnd to obey 
the law,, and the go,·ernment ha, the legal right to punish him, if 
his resistance should prove i1!efi'ectual. These senst-s have been 
confounded by n1~ny who sp,•ak of the right of a State to secede 
from ti,e Union. If this be a legal, a constitutional right, then all 
constitul0d autlwrities, Federal ,1nd of the Stale, are bound lo 
yield lo it. It involves, a fortiori, the right of Nullification. lf il 
Le l!OI, thrn it is no more than the right of rebellion, and the \,'edc· 
ral authorities are bound lo gu on and exei:u:e the I•'ederal law,, 
notwithstanding the act of sece:;s,on, and lo punish those who resist 
tuem. 

I think we may fairly assume that the dispute j3 reduced lo !his-
whether this be a consohdated government, in which the :-::tRtes are 
mere corporations, or a confeder,,tion in which the 8tales arc 
sovereign-that there is no middle ground between Nullification 
and consolidation. Those who suppo,e the government consoli• 
dated, and the Constitution a mockery, are, howev..r slavish, at 
least consistent in their opinions. l.lut it is impossible to compre
hend those who speak of the rights of a State which are in r~irect 
conflict with oilier rights of the t'ecleral Governmeut; of legal or 
constit11tio11al rights, which there are no means c,f legally or con• 
stitutionally euforcing; of the rigl,t of a State, by 8eceding-, to 
arrest 11nd restrain all 1he laws and tribunals of the Federal Gov
l!rnment, on the ground r,f an allPged infraction of the constitu
tional compact, and nut lo arrest the operation of that very act 
which coustitues the i11fraction; of so,·e1·t:igntics which are not 
sovereign. · 

Ours is mnely a confederacy; Lui tbe Constitution bas guarded 
it against the dangers which hBTe proved fatal lo confederacies 
hert:\Ofore. It is authorized to make its requisitions on individual~, 
and 1s not left dependant on the caprice, the indolence, or the 
~elfi~h~ess of the contracting sovereigns to carry its regulations 
mto elfect. True, !be parfies may intel'fere lo arrest its operations, 
~ut Chis interference is effected 1v!th i11fi11ite ditnculty. It is not 
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as if sovereign 111onarcbs were the contracting parties, and the 
caprice or rashness ofa single individual coulJ in a single moment 
Jestroy the whole system. The sovereignty is made up of hun• 
tlreds of thousands of indi\·iduals, whose ignorance you must en• 
lighten, whose understanding you must convince, whose selfish
ness you must overcome, whose sluggishness you must stimulate, 
before you can induce their interference, They must act accord
ing to prescribed forms. It is impossible th£y should act hastily, 
and time will be afforded to correct misconceptions. 

Tbe negative or nullifying power in a State is the true, the only 
principle of free government, and, without· understanding it as 11 
principle, every government that bas p1·etended to freedom, has 
acted upon 1t instinctively. The principle is, that when there are 
ireat, distinct and contlicting inte1·ests in the State, each must 
have the means of protecting itself. 'l'he negative puwer is one of 
defence, and can never be turned to purpose8 of a2gressio11. 'fhe 
Patriciaas and Plebeians of Rome were distinct nnd hostile races
these were the conflicting iuterests. ltome was weak 1rnd en· 
~laved, uutil the nullifying power was granted to the Plebeians; 
then sbe rose to greatness and J?lory; which only beg,rn to de
cline, when this anomaly in her Constitution was removed by the 
power of the emperors. The Constitution of England is founde~, 
in theory, upon this-that society naturally tend,; to divide itself 
into a minority of those who possess wealth or other distiuctions, 
and a majority of those who do not possess these advantages, aaJ 
that each of these classes, as represented, in tbeir two houses of 
legislature, is entitled to 11 negative on tbe acts of the other; the 
monarch holding t!Je balance between them. The Constitutioa 
of the States of Holland was founded on the territorial check. 
This confederacy seemed far weaker and more distracted than 
even our old confederacy; yet it did so happen that under this 
distracted Constitution, Holland rose to unprecedented greatness 
and prosperity, until pressetl by the arms of Louis XIV, she re· 
formed this peculiarity of Lier go\·ernment, by recalling the House of 
Orange; and whether it be regarded as coincidence or conse
qL1ence, from that I ime begun the decline of Dutch power anll 
prosperity. In this couutry, we have no distinction of rank, or 
classes; we ha\e li,tle distinction of wealth; our contlictiug anoi 
disc,1rdant interests arise out of the geographical position of the 
different portions of the cuu ntry; if there be oppt ession, it must 
be lhe oppression of a geographical mRjority, and if we would 
have free government, we must have a geographical check itt 
the minority to oppose to it. · 

To borrow the idea of a distingui~hed statesman to whom I BIil 
fodebted for mttny idl'a, on this subject, the necessity for this nega
tive power is foundeJ on the selfish principle in man; a man loves 
himself better than his 11eighbour. Hence the necessity of govern, 
ment; withc,ut it, the srrong would arro~ate to themoelve, all ad. 
vantages, at the expense of the weak. If power be .:ommitted tr, 

·one nt a few, tl,ey will 1;rRtify their ambition, their a\·arice or their 
seuouality, at the expei;se of the many. Hence the necessity of 
representative government, "bich gives the power, in effPct, to the 
whole society, or to a maj;,,rity of it. Eut thns far government fa 
evidently imperfect, because a portion of the society-the majcr
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i1y-ma7 pr1ctice op,irei,ion uron anol!ier portion. Jfajoriry ar,J 
winori•y are the cor.!licting intere,t.i, and if you ~ould have a 
:;c;1•ernrnent free, you must g:va to eac:1 :l:.e pnwer of ~elf-pro:ec, 
;wn. Every society, even the ~m~:lest, ha1 a tendency ta di,ide 
i:,e:f into patti~s geo!!;ra;-,hiral'y sc,parateJ. Thi3 may '"sily be 
,eri:ied t,v re;ardir.,. our :;<a!e G,wernmenrs. But in a repre.ent· 
alive ,to.~rnr.1er,! e;tablis::ed over a very eJ.tl'n•ive country, it 11 
ahol,;tely imrMsib;e 1:iar there ,hnn!d not be a ger,gr2phical 
majority and min0ri!y. Thi3 is tLe inherent vice oi such g,n·em
m.,n!, ani11st which yr,u mu"t !<'Jard ii ya11 bore to perpetllate it. 

T,1 sav ti.at R State has the ri,::D! tn Sf-cede or to re,i,t, i! not to 
~~y that' ti,e g-overnment is frte.' Tu,kis:-i sultans have und,r~oce 
~Ue tow.siring anJ"' PauJ ,.A Ru~si3 L:u bf.en s!ran~led, but their 
g-oycrnmenL~ are not o,) rJ,at accour,t more free. The right oi 
secr;sion-wl,at i. that, but to SdJ !;,ere is n,> means of resisting 
1,rnrpa'ion. but 10 rlisso,ve tl.e g0,·err.ment. AnJ can any one say 
f!iat th1 u ill be II safor mr,Je of redres.? \\'i!l the majori1y te 
more l;ke,y to recogn,ze tiiis ri;ht !ban that of Nullification?_ 
\'iill they r.<,t h3ve !(realer templation to er force their pnwer1 It 
we nullity me,e!y, they m~y Lope to have the <Ji,puted power 
r;r11n!ed by three-four Hu of !he States. The oLjectional,le mea
sures oftbe ~c,vernment nill •till be matter for di!cussion and com· 
promise. L:ut let 1h11 eumple of aeceHio(l he once set, aud the 
advantni:es l<hich they derive lri>m ao union with us are gone for• 
ever! 1,et the 8ourbern States once ta,ie the ad1·antages, so far 
Rs wealth is concerned, of a separate existence, and they are not 
likely to seek tl:e l:nion again. If we have nn rii;ht but that of 
resistance, the bores of the Cnion are over. \\.-heu resistance i3 
threatened, the government must either yield to it or attempt to 
supprPu it hy force. If they attempt the lotter course, then the 
,ivil strife w·hich rneo now apprehend i3 sure to follo1", and the 
government is sc&ttereJ to the winds of bea\·en. Or is the gov• 
l'rnment always to yield 1 \Vhat a weak eud de"ra<led govern· 
ment will that be 1 There is neither we11knes3 no; <legrad!ltioo in 
rnbmitting to en authority which is rec<JC'nized u e lawful one.

0 

llut it is impo,sible that that should answer the purposes of a gov, 
nnment n·l,ich i3 to yield to every threat of force. \Ve m11y incur 
risk in the cour?e we now propose to purs11e; it may be that the 
authority we claim for the State "ill uot Lt! recognized, and that 
force will Le resorted to. But ceriuiulv we have better hopes 
now, while there is still a feeling i11 every jiortioo of the Union tbat 
we beloni: to a common country, than we can have in future, when 
there shall be wider alieuation and deeper l,ostility. On the other 
~ii!e-wilbout the check u e coriter,d for-there is 110 nsL:-there is 
the absolute ctr/ainly of all the ev ila and dangers" hi~h are tbreat· 
ened to our present cours,1. , 

I cannot say that our principle, if it were generally recognized, 
would render our Union perpetual; but I cau say, what it seems 
to me ev~ry ~dl!'cting. person 1111,,t perceivi,, that witbout it, its. 
f'CrpPtu~t,uu 13 1mposs1ble. \Vith it I cannot see the cl"rnre <.,t 

diss<'_lution. I bn,·e heard it onjrcte'.i by some who thought the 
~011t111uance of t_he Union, lllt 111,r terms. incompatible with thli 
interc,ls <•f tue Southern States. that such a power would render 
the l'cio!I too indc,truclible. The arbument migl1t be addres~ed 
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to the ricople of eHry State, who complained of ti,e nets of the 
l'ederal Go\·ernment-is not the redress in your own hands? 
have attempted on a former occasion to shew that the esercise of 
this po1nr by a State cRn never seriously emba1·rRss the operations 
ef the General Government, unless \\hen applit>d to II la\\· !eying 
imposlli and duties. Even in the case of war. if one or several 
States should fail to contrihute to the generPI force, tliis would not 
materially weekt'n the rest, who must have calculated their str~ngth 
before hand I have heard it said triumphantly-will you give to 
men the power of exempting themselves from taxation 7-will yo11 
allow the people of a State to judge in a matter where their inter• 
ests are so dirrctly concerned 1 And why uot T Our Anglo Saxon 
nncestors held it the very touchstone of liberty, that the people 
should have the power oi granting their own money. \Vhy is it 
that the people within a State, "here their power in the matter is 
unlimited, do not exempt themselves from taution? If a single 
individual in a State could exempt himself from taxation, while all 
the rest should continue to contribute, nud the gov•rnment go on 
as usual, you might find many indi\·iduals willing to avail themselves 
tJf this privilege. If th':l consequence of a single individual, thus 
exempting himself, were to Le that all the rest of the society should 
do so too, nnd the goveromenl should he <lis,olved, you might 
~till find, here anci there, a reckless individual who would avail 
himself of the prh·ilege even on these terms-but you would not 
rind one in a hundred. J'IIen are not unwilling tu support g-overn• 
men!. The people hitlierto have been attached to their Federal 
no less than their State Government. They will continue to he 
w, if you will allow them to consider it their own government, 
and not an extrinsic and antagonist power. To dissoh·e the go\·ero
ment by withholding the necessary snpplies, you must gain over, not 
one reckless individual in a hundred, Lui a majority, and more tlian 
n majority, of the whole people of the State. The fear is fantas• 
tical that the people of a :-ltate will arreS't a law of taxation, unless 
Ibey are satisfied of its inequality and injustice. The danger of 
their acting hastily, under ignorance or misconception of the true 
character of the law, is guarded against, so far as any danger in 
government can be guarded against, by the numbers that must con· 
cur, tbe discussio11 that must take place, the time that must be con
s•1med, the fol'ms that must be gone through, before they can be 
hrought to act. This danger is as nothing, when compared lo the 
opposite, appalling danger of giving to an interested and irresponsi
ble mttjority tbe unlimited power of eiaction, 

Great RS the stake is, which the Southern States ha\·e in the pre
sent ~rotectin~ policy of the go\·ernmen(: though their prospedty 
certaiulv-rerlleps their existence RS StRtes, may depend upon it
ytt l re~nrd this as a !rifle, compared with the establishment of the 
c:reat 11r-iricip!e in government for which we contend-the power 
~f the weaker interest in the body politic to protect itself. It is 
5alutary that weakness should be able to say to rower, "thus for 

. 5halt thou go, and no farther." The United ~llates have set to tbe 
,~orld the example of popular, representative goYcrnment. The 
~pirit of reform i! abroad, and our example is followed. It is in· 
cumbent on us to carry out the lesson \,•e have t::ught, and, (wbat 
bas not been done;heretofore,) to show that sucb £Overnment may 



1-e practical.le, safe, 11nJ tree. It is for vrant of such R pri11ciplr. 
that the sbu6es ol goven,ment in the old world bave heen vindi
csted .Monarchies and aristocracies have been sahroitted to. to 
,a,·e men from the more formicalJie tyrant of numbers. Tbey 
1;,,.e been t'!u.gbt that it is b€tter to yield lo on<' tyrant than to a 
milllon of tyrants. Thanks to \be conservative r,rir,cip!e Wl·hich ba~ 
t,e<'n iofused into our Constitu!ioR-wbether by the dPsiicn of wi.e 
,md palriotic men, or tue care ,,ta protectin?: providence-we may 
IJOIJ" to ottain ill 1he rood which lias resulted from mooarcb1es 
e 11d ariatocraciu without ariy mixtcre o! lhe eYil. · 
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Iro'III, " the Banner of the Constitution.'' 

·The City of Pbj(adelphia lies been of late ye,11rs visited, during 


tbe warm ·season, by' plentiful swarms of mosquitoes; and what, 

perhops will surpri~e many persons, is, that a great part of the tor-· 

ment w~ suffer from them is occasioned by the American System. 

What !--we 'bear it eiciaimed..:charge your mosquitoe bites to the 
American System 1 Yes, we do.; and, if any body wants proof of 
I, we will 1?:ive it to him. . . . 

The article c11lled leno, winch 1s made of cotton, 1s used, as every 
body knows., for IJ)osquitoe curtains to beds The duty o~ this ar. 
ticle is Sf cents per Equare yard, or about 10 cents per runnmg yard 
of the usual width, which is about II yard and an eighth. It can be 
had, in England, a~ we arc informed by an importing merchant, at 
one or two pence ~terli11g, per yard-that is, at two to· four cents-
hut its ·Importation is lolally prohibited, in order t? enabl~ the Ame• 
ri4:an manufacturer to make and sell the !ame 1lung, wl11ch he no,v 
does, at Uiree or.four times the price. 'l'he wholesale merchants of 
this city sell it, by the piece, at 12 cents per yard; and thus II mos 
quitoe curtain, containing 20 yards, costs $2t10, when one of equal 
quality could be imported, were it not for the American System.al 
5 cents per yard, or$ I for a curtain. Now, every one can see, that, 
were il not for-the enormous tax, many people could afford to pro
tect themselves and tbc1r sleeping infants from the!e annoying iu
sects, who cannot now do it; and it is, therefore, manifest, that a 

; great portion of the. bi,tes .which our population are compl'll,ed to 
· endure at night is owing to the high duty on leno. · 

But, can we wonder that the blood-sucking tribe 1ohould play into 
each other's hands 1 . '!'he m~nuf l!,Cturer [\lay Le considered as ad
dressing the mosquit9~s,thus: 1'.l.'r1Y. little allies, I will adopt. with 
you, the system o(mutual,.protection; Whenever you can find a 
person asleep, bite .him; he. ,viii then want a mosquitoe curtain; 
this will encourage my. in!lustry-but, in ord~r that you may also 
be protected in yours, I.will raise the price of the curtain so high, 
that none but the ri.cb can)li'ard to buy them, and you shall have 
the wh?le market of.the po.·or , and. m~ddling classes to fee~ upoP 
You will suck the blood of the puhhc JD small drops; I will do i 
in.large _drops" No"'.~ cao·lt he, that a whole nation has got sud 
thick skms, or sucb thlCk heads, as not to feel or see that their noc 
turnal comfort is prodigiously interfered with hy mosquitoes1 Fo1 
our parts, the very music of a ,nosquitoe ha11 horrors associated wit~ 
it, that rendei'"il~ presence so liideous, · that we would not endurn 
a .night's torment from its buzz in order to please the biggest o-ali· 
mpper ~{ the American System Ppt._ ., · ., 

- .. 
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TAXES! TAXES! TAXES t 

The following duties are now payable by the laws of 
the U. States upon the articles hereinafter cmi:meratecl:' 
Axes, 35 cents on every dollar of the first cost.. . 
Alum, 2 cents a pound, ($2 50 for I t2 lbs.) '· 
Arms, side arms for militia officers, artd others, 30 cents 

on every dollar of the first cost, that is, $3 on ever)'. 
sword that costs $10, which falls very heavily upon a 
country where eYery I other public man is a General, 
Colonel,Major, Captain,Lieutenant, Ensign,or Cornet. 

Awl-hafts for shoemakers, 30 cents on every dollar of 
the first cost. 

Adzes for coopers, 35 cents on every dollar of the first 
Bindings of worsted or wool, 35 cents oy every dollar of 

the first cost. 
~t. . 

Black lead pencils, 4 cents on every one that costs ten 
cents. 

Blank books, ciphering books, and copy boqks, 30 cents 
on every dollar ot the first cost. · · 

Blankets, woollen, 35 cents on every dollar of the first 
cost. · · 

Bolts of copper for ships, &c. 4 cents a po~nd. . 
Bombazines, 33 1-3 cents on every dollar of the first 

cost. 
Bonnet wire, 30 cents on do. 
Bonnet., or hats, of chip, grass, Leghorn, and straw; 5Q 

cents on every dollar of the first cost. 
Braids, flats, and plats, for bonnets or hats, 50 cents on 

do. (14 however, the bonnets or hats be for'poor 
people, for the wives and daughters of farmers, me
chanics, and other working men, who cannot atfor<l 
any but the cheapest kind, the American System fa

~ 	 vors them by charging an increased tax. Fifty cents 
is charged on each one, even though the foreign cost 
should be but fifty cents, which would be doubling.the 
price.) · 

Boots, woollen, for children, 35 cents on every dollar.!& 
worth. · · 
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- laceJ, 150 cents per paii~ 

- leather, 150 cents per pnit:. 

Boote~s, _do. 150 cents per pair. 

Bottles, porter bottles, $2 per grooe.. 

Rraces of leather, 30 cents on every dollar of the.~~ 

Brandy, 1st and 2d proof, 53 conts per iallol\, 


Do. 3d · 57 do. 
·Do. . 4th , 63 do. 


Brass slid~rulcs, 30 cents on every dollar or the cost, 

Bridles, 30 cents on do. 

Bridle-bits, 35. cents on dq. 

Brushes, 30 cents on do. 


· Buttons, of worsted or wool, 33 l.S cent3 on every doI11. 

lar of the cost. 
Cabinet ware, 30 eents oii e-rery dollar of the cost, er 

$3 on every table or cradle that cost $10. . 
Cables and cordage, tarred, four cents per pound. 

Do. untarred, 5 cents per pound. 
Do. · of grass, or of the bark of a tree; 

5 cents per pound. · 
.Do. . . ·of iron chain, 3 cents per pound.... 

.e..:me_l's hair P~?cils,. 30 cents on every dollar of the oos!·' 
: Canes or walkmg-sticks; 30 centi. OJ:\ . do. .. 
Canes for fishing, · 30 cents on do.. · 
Carpets,·B,:.'.1sscls, Turkey, or'.Wilt?n, 70 cts per 9quare 

. - .. )«rel . .. . . , . . ., . . 
Do. Ingrain, Kidderminster, or Venetian, 40 cents 

per square yard. , . 
Do., all otl:;ier kinds made of wool, flax,· hemp, cot

ton, O! rags, or parts of either, 32 cents per 
squ~ro yard. · · · · · . · · 

Do. of oil-cloth, printed ou painted,: 50 c~~ts ~r 
sqtmJ'c.:ynrd. ' : . · · , · . ': ~ 

· ·· Do. bindings, 35 cents on c,•ery. dollar of the cq_st. 
· Carriages of all deacriptio:16, and parts· thereof; $30 on· 

, · .··.· every $100 of the cost. · · · : · · · , 
: Carriage springs for do; 30 cent$ on every· dollar of th~ 
' --· •>.: cost.:. :... . " · · . . .. . ·'. . . · : . · · .. · · 

l)~ laces for trimming; S5 cents' on do. ! 
C..'l.Ses fo,!' fouor. without bottles~ so ce11t& on do~.. 
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· Cases, dressing, of wood, 30 cents on do.. 
Cast steel, 150 cents for 112 pounds. 
Castor oil, 40 cents per gallon, equal to 50 cents upon 

, every dollar of the cost. 
Chafing dishes, 35 cents on every dollar of' the cost. 
Chairs, fancy and others, 30 cents on do. . 
Chisel socket, 35 cents on every dollar of the cost. 
Chocolate, 4 cents a pound. 
Cigars, Spanish, 25 cents per hundred. 
Cinnamon, 25 cents a pound, which is more.than.its 

first cost. . 
Ciphering slates for schools, S31-3 cents on every dollar 

of the cost. 
Clothing, ready made, 50 cents on every dollar of tho 

cost. A fine cloth coat in London costs from 
$12 60 to $16 80 ; here it costs from $25 to. $40. 

Coat bindings, 35 cents on every'dollarofthe cost · 
Coffee, 2 cents a pound. To be reduced after the 31st · 

Dec. 1831, to 1 cent. 
Cocoa, 1 cent a pound. 
Cologne water, 30 cents on every dollar of the ~ost. 
Confectionary preserved in sugar or brandy, 30. cents. 

on every dollar of the cost. · 
Copperas, near 2 cents per pound ($2 per cwt.~)',which: 

is equal to twice as much as its cost abroad·: 
Cordials of all kinds, 53 cents per gallon. 
Cotton1 3 oents fer pound·; a mere dead'letter in.the 

law, and ough to be entireJy abolished; · 
Cotton goods, whether· plain or . colored; such as cam-.· 

bricsr ginghams, checks, Ieno,. book•musli~,. strip~s,
chintzes, calicoes, jaconet, prints, sheetings,· shlrtrJ?gS,.. 
&c., as follows: · · · · · ·· 

If they a.reJ low priced,' such ~s suit p90c p~ople,. andr 
cost·from' 5 to to· cents per square yar..d; the ta~ is.87; 
cents to. 175 cents on every dollar of the cost.: 

If they are of.a. middling quality, fit for people inmid..:: 
dling · circumstances, and · cost from 11 ·cents to .26 
cent,s p~r square yard, the tax .is 35.tq 79,cen~ALl_) . 
cv:eryd©llar.ofthecost.·- .But• · . . , 
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If they nre high priced, such as on!)' the rieh can ntfwd 
to wear and cost from 35 ·cents to a dollar and up
wards per square yard, the tax is only 25 cent~ on 
each dollar of the cost ! ! ! ·· · 

Cotton bagging, 5 cents per square yard. 

Currants, for mince pies, 3 cents a pound._ . 


' Cut glass, such as decanters, tumblers, wme-glnsses, 
salt-cellars, dishes, bowls, pitchers, &c:, $3 upon e,·c
ry $10 of the cost, besides 3 cents per pound wcight. 

_ Cutting-knives for farmers, 40 cents for eyery dolfor of 
· the cost. · 

Demijohns, 25 cents each. · · · 
Dolls for children, of leather or wood, 30 cents ou every 

dollar of the cost. , · 
Drawing-knives, for coopers, farmers, &c., 35 cents on 

do. · · · 
Duck, for sails, 10 1-Z cents per square yard. 
Epaulets, of worstca.d, for · non-commissioned officers, 

33 1~3 cents on every dollar of. the cost. 
Epsom salts, 4 cents a pound. 
Essences of all kinds, for perfumes, SO cents on ever:. 

dollar ofthe cost. 

Fans; 30 cent.s on do. 

Feathers, ornamental, SO cents on do. 

Figs, S cents per pound. · . 

Fifes and drums, 30 cents on do. 

fis~, d~ed, cod fish or herrings, $1 per 112 lbs .. ; her~ 


rmgs m barrels, $1 per barrel ; mackerel, $1 bO per· 
barrel ; salmon, $2 pei,.- barrel. 

Flasks for gunpowder, of leather, 30 cents on every do]. 

' lar of the cost. ' 


Flax, uninanufactU:red, $50 per ton. . . . . 

Flo~ers, arti6cial~ 30 cents on el'ery dollar of the cost. 

Flutes, flageolets, and clarionets, .30 cents on do. · 

F'Ol'te Pianos,' $30 on. every $100 of the cost. 

F~r hats· or_ caps, 30 9ents on every 'dollar of the cost, 

Gm cases, empty; so cents on ditto, and bottles· $2 50 
"' per groce. · · :· . · ·· ·' . . ·· · . · · . . . . 

' Glas!i vials ·and bottles2'. !1°.t'e~~ng the: ~ap~city of 6 
' . 
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oz., 175 cc:it!l p~r gr,JCe of H-1, exceeJing G oz., nnd 
not exceed in;; 8 oi,, l :!.3 cents pi:r groce. . 

Gbss, wiado,\·, G hy S, 7 hy fl, 8 by 10, $3 per 100 
S<p!:tl'C fr. ; 10 by U, $;3 50; 10 by t.1, ,$4; 11 by 
17, t0 14 by 22, ,lad larger, $,j per 100 stiuarc feet. · 
The price of the forg<'st size h('re mentioned, is quot
c<l ii1 the New York p1ice current, .:<.t $20, nml the 
uuty is of course one fm1rth of the price. · Th,1t of the 
smallest size is quoted nt $3 50, and the <luty is or 
course more than one-third of the p1ice; so that the 
light..of the poor man's cottage is taxed more hc.i.vily 
than that of the rich man's palace. · 

'Gloves, of leather and sheepskin, 30 cents on every dol
lar oftht~ cost. 

Ditto, of woollen and worsted, S5 cents on ditto. 
Glue, 5 cents per pound. 
Guernsey frocks, for sailors, 50 cents on every dollar of 

the cost 
Guns· and fowling pieces, $3 on every $10 of the cost. 

Hair cloth, for chairs and sofas, 30 cents on every <lol
lar of the cost. 

Hair, human. for wigs for ol<l 1»en, scratches for bald. 
rncn, frizc>ttes for rrmti~)ll3, aud curls for young. girls, 
30 cents on even· dollar of the cost. 

)fair pend;;;, for drn.wing-, 30 cents- on clitto. 
" powder, perfumctl, 30 cent,; on <lit!o. 

lbmmers for blacksmiths, and sledges, Z 1-2 cents per· 
lb., which is more than the fir;,t co~t. 

Hangings for p.1,peruig houses, ,10 cents on every dollar 
of the cost. · 

Harness, 30 cents on everv dollar of the cost 
Harps, $30 on every $100 of the cost. . · 
Ha.ts, of wool, 30 cents.on every dollar ofthe cost. 
Hatters' skivers, 30 cents on ditto. 

" worsted looping of wool, 33 1-3 cents on dittO'~ 
Haversacks, of leather, 30 cents on ditto. . 
Head dresses, ornamental. 50 cents on ditto. 
Hearth rugs pay as\voollen goods, (see hereafter.)'·. 
Hemp, unmanufo.ctured, $60 per ton, · .. .. . . ' ' . \ .. 
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Hubby horse;;, for childl'en, $3 011 every $10 of the 
cool · 

Hooks, reaping, of iron or steel, 40 cents on every dol
lar of the cost. 

Hose, woollen, wo1·stcd, or Angora, 35 cents on every , 

dolbr of the cost. 
Indigo, 40 cents per pound, until 30th June, 1832, an<l 

after that, 50 cents per lb. · 
Inkstands, of wood, without bottles, 30 cents on evcrr 

dollar of the cost. · 
Iron, band, 3 1-2 cents per lb. , 

, · " bars or bolts, not manufactured · in whole or in 
part by rolling, 1 cent per lb., or $22 40 per ton. 

" bars or bolts, when manufactured by rolling, $37 
per ton : Provided, That all iron in slacks, blooms, 
loops, or other form, less finished than iron in bars 
or bolts, except pigs or cast iron, shall be rated as 
rolled iron in bars or bolts, and pay a duty accord
ingly. 

" sheet, 3-12 r:ents per lb., which is equal to $78 40 
per ton. The cost of this. article abroad, double 
rolled, is £ 11 per ton, equal to $48 88, and the 
duty is, therefore> a. great deal more than the first 
cost•.. 

" hoop, 3 i.,2 cents per lb. The cost abroad, is 
£8 per ton, equal to $35 55. The duty is, there
fore, more than equal to twice the first cost. 

What an immense increase to the comfort offa
milies would result from having the price of stove
pipes and sheet-iron stoves reduced, and what an 
immense saving would result in water-casks; cider 
hogsheads, tubs, barrels, and kegs, if iron- hoops 
were relieved from taxation. 

· " pigs, $12 50 per ton. 
f' scroll, S l-2 cents per lb: 

:iettles, of copper, S5 cents on. everr dollar of the cost. 
Laces,. coach, of.'cotton, or other materials,. 35 cepts 012 

every dollti.r of t~e cost. . 
t, gowns or (\resses, $5 <>.i.l eYery $tO·t>f the cogl 
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Lac-1ucrc1l wa.rc, of wood; 30 cents t.ll'I c,·e-ry doiI11r 
the cnst. 

Lead, mannfacturcd into pipes, for hydrants, &c., 5 
cents per lb. ' · · 

" p:g3, bars or sheets, 3 ceT1ts per pound. · ' 
"' red or white, dry or gratuHI i11 oil, 5 cents per' lo;, 

or $5 60 per keg of 112 lus. 

-" shot, 4 cents per lb. . 


Lenthcr, :md all manufactures thereor, or of,thieh it iil 
the material of chief value, 00 cents on every dollar of 
the cost. ' 

Linseed oil, 25 cents per gallon.. . 

Litharge, 5. cents per lb. · . . 

~face, one dollar per pound, or 6 1--i cents p~r o(mce. 

)fahogany, all ll'Anufactures of, $3 on every $10 of the 


cost. · 
Manufactured tohncco, (snulf an<l cigars excepted,) 16 

cents per pound. . . . . 
Marble, and manufactures of, $3 on every $10 of the 

cost. 
Mats of flags, straw, tow, or any o_ther mn.tcria.I, 30 _cents 

on every .dollar of the cost. ! 

Matting for floor.:,, 15 cents per· square yard, whi~h it. 
more than its first cost nhrmul. · · · · 

. M!li~ar,y stocks, 50 cents cin t;n~ry ~1ol(,tr ?_f_the co;st, 
M1Ilrnery, of nil sorts, SO cents on ditto. ' 
Mill cranks ni:id irons, wrought, 4 cents pet lb., or $89
. 60 per ton, which is ·niorc tbnt.he first cost. · · ,

Mill saws, one dollar cad1. · ·· · · · 
Mineral orange, 5. cents per pound.. · 
Mittens, wooHeri or worsted, worn chicny by working 

. · -~ ~oplc, 35 cents on every dollar of the cost.' · 
Molasses, 5 cents per gallon: · ' '· 
Mort'>Cco, and manufactures thereof, 30 centE on c,·ery 

dollar of the cost: · · ·. · · · · ' 
Musicnl instruments of wood, or of \i·hicli' wood is the 

material of chief value, $3 on·cvery $10ofthe cost. 
M~sket;;, incln<ling bayonet;:, $1 50 cents per stnnd. 
,Mnstarcl, rendy mn.rk, or in flour, ~m <:('nt'l on e,-cry dot

jar of the co~t. , 



'Nails, of iro~, cut or wrought, 5 cents,per lb. 
Nankeens, ready made clothing of, 50 cents en every 

dollar of the co~t. 
Nutmegs, 60 cents per lb. 

Ochre, dry, 1 cent per lb. 

" ground in oil, 1 1-2 <litto. 


Olive oil in bottles, 30 cents on every dollar of the cost; 

in casks and jars, 25 cents per gallon. 


" spermaceti, 25 cents per gallon. 

" whale, 15 do. do. 


Oil cloth, other than that usually denominated patent 
floor cloth, (which pays 50 cents per square yard,) 

· 25 cents per square yard. 
" furniture, 15 cents per square yard. 

Olives, 30 cents on ev"ry dollar of the cost. 
. Ornaments for women's head dresses, $3 on every 10 of 

the cost. 
Otto of roses, 30 cents on every dollar of the cost, 

Packthread, untarred, 5 cents per lb. 

;Faint brushes, 30 cents on every dollar of the cost. 

Paper, post or letter paper of all kinds, 20 cents per lb. 


" foolscap, or common writing, 17 cents per lb. 
u sheathing, binders' and box boards, and wrapping 

_ . paper of all kinds, 3·cents per lb. . · . · 
ParasQls, of whatever materials~ frames and sticks for . 

ditto, SO cents on every dollar of the cost. 

Parchment, 30 cents on ditto. -- , 


. pasteboard..J5 cents per lb. ...____. _. 

Pencils, camels' hair, 30 cents on every dollar of the cQst. 

Pepper, black, 8 cents per lb.· . . -~


. PimentoJ. or allspice, 6 cents- per lb. 
Pistols, J3 on every $10 ofthe cost. 
Planes, for carpenters, SO cents on every dollar of the 

cost 
·Playing cards, 30 cen~ per pack: · , 
Pocket books ofleather, 30 cents on every dollar of the 

cost. · · 

Powder for guns, blasting rocks, &c., 8 cents pel' l)t 
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Powder, tooth, SO cents on every <lo1lar of tpe cost. . , 
.{'reserves of every kind in sugar or brandy, 30 .::entsper 

ditto. · 
J;>runcllc shoes or slippers, 25 cents per pair. 
Prunes, ,1 cents per lb. . · 
Purses of leather, 30 cents on every dollar of the cost. 
Raisins, bloom, muscatel, and other, in boxes or jars, 4 

cents per lb. ; other kinds, 3 cents. 
Reaping hooks, 40 cents on every dollar of the cost. 
Refined camphor, 1Z cents a pound. 
Rifles, $2 50 each. 
Rugs, hearth, 33 1-3 cents on every dollar of the cost. 
Rules, of wood, 30 cents on ditto. 
Sabres, S dollars on every ten dollars of the cost. 
Gadclles and sacldlery, 3 dollars on every ten dollars of 

the cost. 
Sail duck, 10 1-2 cents per square yard until 30th June, 

1832, and after that, half a cent aclditional 'every yenr, 
until the whole amounts to 12 1-2 cents per square 
~~. . 

Salt, 15 cents for every .56 lbs., to be reduce.a to 10 
cents after the 31st of December, 1831. A bushel of 
some kinds of coarse salt weighs 80 pounds m;d up
wards. · ·· . · 

Salts, Glaubcr, 2 cents per lb. '· 

Saltpetre, refined, 3 cents per lb. 

Seale beams, 35 cents on every dollar of the cost. 

Screws of iron, weighing 25 lbs., or upwards, 39 .cents 


on every dollar of the fOSt. · · .. · 
Screws, small, called wood-screws, 40.~ents on eve rt 

dollar of the cost. · · 
·Seines, for fishing, 5 c.ents per lb. · 
Shot, 4 cents per lb. . .. 
ShQv~ls and spades, 40 cents on every dollar of the c~t; 
Sickfes, 40 cents on ditto.· ·· "" : ,, · · " i ., .. • ' · " •• -., ' 

Silk,'all manufactures of, coµung from beyond the C.a~ 
of Good Hope, 30 cents on every dollar of the cost.' 'c'. 

Silk shoes and slippers, (except. chilp-e11's,) ~ oe11~. 
.<", ' .... ,'I.,~- ·-~ '411; t'>,'U:'\'I'.'· } '- ,1,<t1'4(''~per pall'. 
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81"1ttes, for the tf>ofir:g orhousc's, from $ f to 10 dolfa,1, 
per ton according to :i:zc, urnouuting ,·cry_ ncnrly t'1 
prohibition. · ,. 

i1iltcs, .fm· cyphering, ~:J l -3 ('.ents on every dollnr of the 
cos~ (tax on cducat1,m.) . 

~ledges, blacksmiths' 2 1-2 cents pedb. or $5_G 20 pel' 
ton. 	 · 

~cap~ 1 cents n. pound for c,1sfilc uml comr.ion, for Wind
sor n.nd other 5Centeu, JO ce1;ts oa every <lo}lar of tho, 
cost, (tax on cleanliness.) . 

~1mdes, of iron or i>tccl, ,10 cents on every dollar of Jili.c 
~~-	 ' 

Spanish brown, 1 cent per lb. which is more than the 
first cost. · · · · · 


Ditto, g1·otrncl in oil, 1 1-2 cents per lb. . . . 

Sperm::iccti candles, 8 cents per UJ . 

.Spik1:~ copper, 4 cents per lb. · 

~pirits, distilled from grain, ;;)1ch us Holland gfo_, 


·· "-57 cents ;per gallon, for 1st proof, 

6J) " " 2d ,, 

63 '' " -Ba ·" 
67 ~. "· . 4th " 
75 "' " ,5~h " 
!:lO " " · · • nbove 5;h. . • 

Ditto, distilled from other rnaterin.h: S~lChus btar.cly ru~· 
. &.c " . . . . , ' ·' . , . • ' 
. 53 cents per g;llon, fo~ l~t ~;oor,' . 
• 	 53 '' .... . . 2d ,, ~ 

' 	 57 " " 3d. " 

63 ., " ,1th " · 

72 " .. , 5th " 


...... 85:... ·: " • , " · ubove 5t~' . . 
·l:ipr1gs am1 t::elr~, not exceeding 1G oz. 5 ce11lsprr 1000 

"· · ·excccc1;,1,. ,, · ~ 	 · 
_:;- · . • , ·- ~ · ~ D cents Jlf:r lb. . ..
~~1:t' of ll'O~.or steel,. 3.:>. Cents O!l every Jo~ar of t{le 


. ,. ., i .• 

g;tto, of Yv'ocd, 3(fcer.H ·o~ ditth: .. 
::--teel, 150 cents per 112 ibs. · · 
:-itcely:i.rds, 35 cents on every dollar of the co~t. 

http:ll'O~.or
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Stills, of copper, $3 50 on every $10 of the cost. 

Sugar, loaf, 12 cents per lb. ·· (prohibition, except by 


smuggling.) · · 
" lump, l O cents per ditto. 
" l\Iuscovado, 3 cents per do.-Foreign cost 1 1-=2 

to 3 cent~. 
" white clayed or powdeeed, 4 cents per do. 

Suspenders, leather, 30 cents on every dollar of the cost. 
Sweetmeats,· of all kinds, preserved in sugar or brandy, 

30 cents on every dollar of the cost. 
Swords and sword blades, $3 on every $10 of the cost, 
Tallow candles, 5 cents per lb. 
Teas, Bohea, 12 cents per' lb. ; after 31st December 

1831, 4 cents. · 
Souchong, 25 
Peco Souchong, 

Other black, 

Imperial, 50 

Gunpowder, 

Gorree, 

Hyson, 40 

Young Hyson, 

Hyson Skin, '28 

Other Green, 


" '• " 10.dQ. 
" (' " " 
" " ,. 
" " " 25 
" )' " " 
"· " " " 
" " 
" " " " 
" " " 12 
" " " 

Tooth brushes and powder, 30 cents on every dollar of 
the cost. 

Toys, of wood, 30 cents on every dollar of the cost, (tax 
on the amusements of children.) · · ·· 

Traces, leather, 30 cents on ditto.. · 
Traps, of wood, 30 cents on ditto, (tax on catching rat,: 

,,,- and mice.) · ; · · · - · · · · · · · · · · • 
/ Tubs, of wood, 30 cents on do. 

Twine, b cents per lb; · · :\ Umbrellas, 30 cents on every dollar of the ~ost. 
Vanilla beans, 30 cents on ditto. ·· · · 
Vessels of copper, 35 cents on ditto. 

" of cast iron, not oth.erwise specified, 1 1-2 oents 
· perlb. · · · · ' · · · · 

Vices, for smiths and others, 35 cents on every dollnr_of 
the cost. · ' · ' · . · · · · · · 

Vinegar, 8 cents per gallon_, · 
2 
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Vitriol, blue, or Roman, 4 cents per lb. 
" oil of, 3 cents per lb. 


Wafers, 30 cents on every dollar of the ~ost. 

Warming pans, copper, 35 cents on ditto, [ tax .on the 


comforts of the sick.] 

Whips; 30 cents on every ?£>11~r of the cost. 

White lead, dry or ground m 011, 5 cents per lb. 

Whiting, 1cent per lb. 

Wirrs 30 cents on every dollar of the cost. 


0 ' d d.
vVindow blinds, of reed or woo , 30 cents on 1tto. 
' Wines, Burgundy, Champagne, Lisbon, Port, Sicily, · 

Teneriffe, Tokay, 30 cents per gallon. Madeira 
and Sherry, 50 cents. Malaga, l\larseillcs, German, 
French, Spanish, and Mediterranean wines, 15 cts. 
except, French and Spanish red wines, which pay 
·10 cents. 

· N. B.-These rates of duties have only existed 
since January 1, 1829. Before that day, Burgun
dy, Champagne, and Madeira, paid JOO cents; 
Lisbon, Port, and Sicily, 50 ; Sherry, 60 ; and Te
rieriffe, 40. . 

Wire, for bonnets, 30 cents on every dollar of the cost. 
" ' 'iron or steel, exceeding No . .14, 6 cents per pound. , 
" " not exceeding No. 14, to cents per lb. ,vood screws, 40 cents on every dollar of the cost. . 

"\Vood, all manufactures of, not specifically enumerated, 
30 cents on ditto. 

Wool, raw, 4 cents per pound, and an additional duty of 
fifty cents on every dollar of the cost. · 

" all manufactures bf wool, except flannels aud bai=es, 
· · which cost 33 1-3 cents per square yard, or less, 

and which are worn chiefly by working people, 14 
cents per square yard, which, upon the cheapest 
sort, such as co~ts, for instance, 1O cents, is 140 
cents on every dollar of the cost. 

" all manufactures of wool, or of which wool is a 
component part, ( except blankets, hosiery, mits, 
gloves, and. bindings, which pay 35 cents on every 
dollar of th~ cost, worsted stuff goods, which pay 
25, bombazmes, which pay 33 1-3, caps which pay 
So, and carpeting, which pays 70 cents 'per square 
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yard for Brussels, Turkey, and 'Wilton, 40 cents, 
for Venetian ancl lngain, and 32 cents for all other 
kinds,) such as flannels, baizes, coatings, cloths, 
shawls, swansclown, ancl Valencia vestings, kersey
meres, habit cloths, &c. which cost above 33! cents, 
and not exceeding 50 cents per square yard, and all 
flannels and baizes costing any · price below 33 1-3 
cents, 22 1-2 cents per square yard. _ 

" on all manufactures, costing from 50 to 100 cts. 
per square yard, 45 cents per square yard. . 

" on all costing from 100 to 250 cents per square 

yard, 112 1-2 cents per square yard. · • 


" on all costing from $2 50 to $4 per square yard; 

180 cents per square yard. . 

These duties range from 45 cents on eYery dollar 
of the cost, to 225 cents, and fall heaviest on the 
cheapest goods, so that the labouring people are the 
most heavily taxed. Broa,lcloths and other articles, 

_'\_vhj1::Ji_~os_tupwards of4$ per square yard, pay only 
50 cents on every dollar of the cost. 

ILLUSTRATIONS 
Of the effects of the Tariff on the prices of Sugar, Iron, 

·woollens, and other articles. · , 
Effects of the Tariff on Sugar and Iron. 

REPORT of the Committee, appointed at the Free Trade 
.Meeting holden at Portland, .fl.ug. 24, 1831, to prepare 

.an .fl.ddress on the subject of the Tari.ff Laws, and FREE 

TRADE. 

· We will begin with the Sugar duty. Brown sugar 
~nters more or less into the consumption of every family 

. · n the United States. The whole amount consumed 
yearly in this country is about one hundred and forty mil
lion pvunds. There is a duty of three cents per pound 
levied upon every pound that is imported, which mc1kes 
it cost three cents· more per pound than it otherwise 
would, provided there was no duty. This duty, at three 
cents per pound, on the whole amount consumed, a
mounts to $4,200,000. Ofthe brown sugar yearly con
sumed 52,035,000 pounds are imported and the duty 
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)laid on this quantity is $1,438,611, which sum goes ih~ 
to the United States treasury as revenue. But in the 
state of Louisiana there are about five hundred planters 
with their negro slaves who raise yearly 87,965,000 
pounds. Now the effect of the three per cent duty on 
the imported sugar, as was before shewn in the example 
of coffee, is to raise every pound of the domestic sugar 
tlll'ee cents, enabling these five hundred planters to sell 
every pound of their sugar for three cents more than it 
would bring in the market, provided the duty did not 
exist. Three cents per pound mt-87,965,000 pounds, is 
$2,638,950 vrhich sum is paid by the people as a bounty 
for the benefit of five hundred planters, residing in one 
state. Thus thirteen millions are taxed for the protec
tion of five hundred planters. It is said that these few 
planters are accumulating princely fortunes. The pro
tection thus afforded to a single individual, who owns se
veral plantations and hundreds of slaves, exceeds thirty 
thousand dollars annually. This is one of the prime 

t. f tl A . t <;<1- ., • ••b 1 eau res o 1e mencan ~y~ .e~~-- ,.:,11itn ims nem of tlie 
fariff of 1828 be held inviolate 1 Ou~ht noUhe sugar 
-~~:y ~~ ~e re~uced-imme~iateiy ~ - - ~ 

The duties on iron, constitute another part of the ta
l'iff of 1828, which we are far from thinking "should be 
held inviolate." - It is only necessary to look around to 
convince us how important it is that iron should be abun
dantly and cheaply furnished. How infinite the uses to 
which iron is applied ! , The forest is felled, the furrow 
t!urned, the seed planted, the crop reaped, all with iron 
tools. The saw mill, the grist mill, the paper mill, and, 
in fine, every rnanufactory has iron for its basis. Our 
garments are made, our houses covered, our carrieges 
built, our vessels constructed, by the aid of iron.: A ma-" 
terial so universal in its urn should be furnished as cheap 
as possible. • Now look at the followipg table exhibiting 
the duties on iron • : : · r . · • • 

Price of English Iron ·American, Price of the same 
, : '. · · at Liverpool. ,· duty on do. , at Philadelphia. 

Sheetiron,; $52 22perton $7840 $165 to 17G 
. lron hoops 42 22 78 40 120 to 140 

Rod Iron' 3110 78 40 170 to 180 



Bar iron 29 41 . 37 00 90 to 100 
Rolled bar iron 44 44 37 00 100I 

1Jfammer'd bars60.oo 22 40 loo to 110 
Boiler plates 43 33 78 40. 100 

'Slit rods 31 14 72 40 120 

~hould a material ofsuch universal use and indispen• 
sible necessity, and which, (if we except what is taken 
up in ship building) is principally used by the laboring 
classes, be so heavily taxed as to cost nearly double 
what it would cost were it not for these exorbitant du
ties 1 

-.-. /"
INCREASE OF PRICES. 


The Tari.ff party of this State, confidently rredicted the 

last year that the protection which the tariff affords to 

American manufacturers, would enable them to furnish 

goods at a cheaper rate than they have ever yet been 

procured for. In reply to this prediction, we subjoin the 

following extract of a letter from a merchant of Colum

bia: 

NF.w-YoRK, Sept. 1831. 

Dear Sir-I have forwarded you some New York 


papers, and now discharge what I feel to be a duty, in 

stating to you, the state of this n1arket ; this I could do 

with some accuracy, by saying at once that there is an 

advance of 20 per ct in all descriptions of staple goods, 

such as are indispensible to planters. I will however go 

more into details. Since September 1830, 

Nails have advanccu 1 ct. per. lb. 20 pr. ct. 

Bar Lead " l 1-4 " 25 " 

Bale. Roping " S · " 40 " 

Anvils and Vices 2 to 3 · · " 25 " 

White Lead [25 kegs] 31 cts. per keg 121-2" 

. Hardware has advanced in price, from 10 to 20 per 

ct.-all descriptions of domestic goods, such· as brown 

and bleached homespuns, striped homespuns, checks, 


,tickings, negro clothing, &c. &c. have advanced 20 pei 
ct. in 12 months, and cotton yarns 25 per ct. · Dufil . 
blankets and coarse woollens about 20 per cent. 

2* 

http:bars60.oo
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Our planters will do well to calculate in du~ sea son 
whether it is best.to make all, or a part of their negro 
clothing; or to puy it at an advance on last fall's pri
ces. · 

Every thing appen.rs to be i1;1proving !n this country, 
stocks 'real estate, ma1;mfacturmg establishments, all do 
well. ,' Every one speaks with confidence of what is he to 
clear this ·week, or this month, the idea with us is, to 
hold on with both hands, to what little we may ham 
made in the whole course of our lives; but the idea here 
is to hold on with one or two fingers, and gather with the 
other eight or nine. · 

Many of the jobbing merchants of New York, have. 
become advocates for the Tariff. They must be influ
enced merely by dollars and -cents-they find that of 
late, they make as much money on American goods, as 
on Foreign, and with much less trouble, and what they 
may import, is one half payable to the custom house. 

· I have been both amused and vexed, at the trimming 
ofthose Jobbers, while their "Southern Friends" are a
bout. They will run with both hands open-" Oh! 
my dear friend I am glad to see you ; why you look 
well, quite improved since I had the pleasure of seeing 
you_last--.-well I am truly glad to see you; I hope you 
have had a pleasant tin1e on't-l'll be much pleased to 
see you at No.-where you will see some Anti-Tariff 
papers-Oh ! what a statesman Mr. Calhoun is, do 
you think he will be president 1 Hamilton is a great 
man too ; is not Hayne a nice speaker 1 you have heard
him I presume 1, What a talented man your Mr. M' -
Duthe JS 7 

" By the bye, when did you say you come to Town1" 
.Answer.-Ten days since and I am now ready to start 
home-I will be off to-morrow. 

" What you have not bought your goods, h~ve you 1" 
Oh yes, all bought, packed and shipped.-[head down, 
~oking at his watch.] 

''Ah-hem-goodbye." Solus "well this is too bad· 
twenty-five minutes l~t with that fellow and as like as not 
~~ Wa Nullifier/' . , · . · ~ 

http:appen.rs
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BEW ARE OF MAN TRAPS t. 

We hear it every day said that now that the public 
debt is nearly paid off, the Tariff will be reduced, and 
we have lately been told "that the Manufacturers them
selves are willing to reduce it." This is true ~ but what 
sort ofreduction are they willing to make 7 Why they 
propose to take off the duties from all articles on which 

. thty themselves now pay taxes, and to keep them undimin
ished on all articles on which they receive a boitnty ; to 
take off the duties entirely from SILKS, and WINES and 
SPICES, &c. in which they pay taxes in common with 
the rest of the people o~ the U. S. and to keep them up on 
WooLLENs, CoTTON GOODS, IRoN, &c.-"7'on which 
they pay no taxes whatever; to relieve from taxation all 
the articles' consumed by the rich manujacturer, and to 
levy the whole revenue of the country upon the articles 
consumed by the -poor farmer and labouring man ; to 
let "the Lords of the Spindle and the loom," (who like' 
'Jlppleton, the Boston Manufacturer receive their dh,i
dends of $100,000 a year) GO FREE from taxes, and to 
make the poor Planter of the South, pay from 50 to 100 
per .cent on every article of necessity, which he buys 
even for his slaves. , 

In plain terms, the Manufacturers · have at their )ate 
public meetings, magnanimously proclaimed their willing
ness, TO REMOVE ALL . THE BURTHENS OF THE Go
VERNMENT FROM THEIR OWN SHOULDERS, AND TO LAY 
THEM ENTIRELY UPON OURS, and there are people a
mong us silly or wicked enough, to cry aloud, " THE 
6YE.TEl\l IS GIVING WAY-OUR WRONGS ARE ABOUT TO 
BE REDRESSED! ! !" .If the people of the 8outh fall into 
THIS TRAP, they will deserve their _fate. No I let the 
Tariff be reduced equally upon every article of our con
sumption, and if any distinction is to be made, let the 
taxes be highest upon articles of luxury, such as silks and 
wines consumed by the rich, and lowest, upon coarse, 
woollens and cottons, and iron,-articles necessary to: 
the poor. We invite attention to the following remarks 
on this subject from that able free· trade paper, The New 

. York Evening Post. · 
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REPEAL OF DUTIES. 

A, new course has beeu adopted by the high tariff par-, 
ty. They are now for repealing all duties on such arti 
cles as are not the produce or manufocture of the coun
try. T~e doctri1:e ha~ been ~rochimed.at se~eral pu?
lic meetmgs of the fner,ds of the .American ~yst~m, m 
various parts of the country, and (11Corporated ~v1th the 
J'esolutions vdopted at tho,c 1reetmgs. It received the 
assent of the 1rn:efag held in this 9ity the oilier day to 
appoint dcle;:1ks :o the tariff convention. ~or some 
time back these people have set their faces af!amst a re•. 
vision of the faritl:: 'l'he present scale of duties, they 
said, wus not to be 'touched, a reduction of the duty on 
one article might lead to a reduction on others, and the 
whole system would be endangered. The plan of the 
free trade party, they said, ,vas to destroy the tariff in 
detail, to get rid of it piecemeal, and the only chance of 
saf~ty was to defend every part of it. , 

At present, they find themselves compelled to consent 
to a revision of the tariff. The extinction of the national 
debt is approaching-:--the duties collected will greatly ex
ceed the public expenditure ; and they know very well 
that the people will not consent to he taxed heavily OD 

every commodity they consume, when the_public neces
sity does not require it.. The friends of the Tari~ ther~
fore, see the necessity of a modification of the scale of 
duties ; and they come forward with ,t proposal of their 
own to that effect. But what sort of modification dO' 

· they propose 1 A modification. that favors the rich and 
fuxurious, and_leav~s the burdens of the'poor as great as , 
ever. A mod1ficatJon which would draw the whole.re
venue of the country from the pockets of those who are 
least able to furnish it. A modification which would tax 
the labouring man in his clothing, in his kitchen utensils, 

. in the implements of his occupation, in the few simple 
condiments of his food, and it would let the luxuries of 
the rich go free. . 

Let any person take the list of articles of which we 
produce or m_anufa.cture non~ in this country, and se.e_ 
of what they consISt. He will then discover that this 
proposal to exempt them from duties on their importa

http:whole.re
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tion into this country, is a propos;l to take off the taxes 
from luxuries, and to leave them, as oppressive as they 
now are, on the necessaries of life. The rich man will 
then enjoy his Tokay, his Champagne, his Madeira, his 
Rhenish wines, free of duty. He will pay nothing to the 
revenue for the service of porcelain or fine china, from 
which he takes his luxurious repast. The West India 
sweetmeats on his table, the dates and dried fruits that 
form his desert, his West Indii cordials, will be brought 
to him charged with no impost. The giramloles and lus
tres that illuminate his drawing room, and the large 
looking-glass plates that reflect their rays, will pass the 
custom-house unquestioned. His gold watch will pay no 
duty. The pearls and rubies that blaze on the brows of 
his wife and daughters in the ball room, the glittering 
bracelets that bind their wrists, their cashmere ~nd ca
mel's hair shawls, their laces and lace veils, will be ex
empted from ;ill charges, by this tender regard of gov
ernment for th~ interests of the rich. The almond 
paste, the essences, th0 washes, the perfumes, the various 

_cosmetics 9f th'l b'31~1111~~ e:v.;~:::::~~- ~·A!! t,13 !'.e~~-- -
from the payment of duties. There is no need of ex
tending the list any further. Suffice it to say, that the 
modification of. duties proposed by the friends of the ta
riff, would let in, :duty free, an innumerable list of Euro
pean articles consumed by the effeminate and luxurious. 

: Now look at the other side of the picture. The poor 
man will find hims~lf TAXED from the sole of his foot to 
the crown of his head, taxed in every article of woollen 
or cotton on his person-taxed in his hat-taxed in his 
shoe-taxed in the calicoes worn by his wife and chil
dren-taxed on the very nail on which he hangs his coat 
-taxed in every article of.iron or lead about his dwell
ing-taxed in his, sugar-taxed, in his salt-taxed, in 
short, and heavily too, in almost 1111 the necessaries of 
life. Will the people of the United States consent to · 
such a modification of the tariff as this 1 

We do not mean to say that no fore!gn luxuries, are 
to be exempted from duty under any circumstances.
Public policy may require that some such articles should 
be admitted, duty free, in places where we can obtain 



an equivaient. Suppose for example, we should malfo 
a treaty with Portugal, admitting her wines on a low 
duty or none at all, on condition of being allowed a free 
market in that kingdom, for the flour of this country
this arrangement would be decidedly a beneficial one. 
But the principle of exempting from duty the luxuries of 
the rich, and compelling the poor and middling classes 
to bear the whole burden of government, by heavy tuxes 
upon articles of necessity, is monstrous, and will not, 
we are sure, be submitted to. 

STATEMENT 
oi the Duties or Federal Taxes, imposed by the unjust 
Tariff Act of 18281 on a bale of woollens imported by 
Messrs. Holmes & l\Iazyckf on which the case lately 
tried in the Federal District Court nt Charleston, is 
founded. 
Cost of one bale blue Yorkshire 

Plains (29 inches wide) meas
uriug S70k yds. at 2s. 6d. £ 61 16 1 


Charges in -1'.;ngland, ,·it ~ com-;.-·· 

mission, portering, shipping 

charges, &c. 3 5 2 


£65 1 3 4-6 $298 16 
Exchange on England, 5 per cent prm. 14 46 
Interest on cost $ I 3~, freight $ 3, 4 34 

Cost in Charleston, exclush-e of duty, $307 96 
Duty, calculated on the cost at the port of 


exportation, l'iz : 50! cts. per running 

yar~, or 63 cents per square yard-but 

~o~trng over 50 cents per square yard, 

1t 1s reckoned, agreeably to the present 

Tariff, to have cost $ 1 per square yard 

and p~ys a duty of 45 per cent on this 


. va.luation-thus :'>70} yards, 29 inches 
wide, equal to 45n square yards, at $ 1 
per yard, $ 459 50 ; 45 per ct. thereon, 206 78 

To.ta! cost equal to about 90 cents per
yard, 514 74 

# 
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Cost of running yard, exclusive of duty, 
about 54 cents; duty per running yard, 
36 per cent, equal to 67 per cent on the 
cost, including all charges, or 71 per ct. 
on the cost at the port of exportation. 

The foregoing was sold in Charleston at 
its market value, viz : 570z yards at 
68 cents, 387 94 
Loss sustained, 126 80 

$ 514 74 
It appears that the cost of the above wool

len~, including all costs and charges except 
the Federal tax: on them, was, in Charleston, 
6:3 cents per square yard, the cost of the 
bale ' $ 307, 96 

The duties on these wooliens are nominally 
45 per cent-but as the law pro\·ides that 
woollens which cost what these did in 
Liverpool, shall be estimated to hare cost, not 
63 cents, their aclltal cost, but one dollar, 
and that the dutie~ are to be calculated on 
th;s supposed cost-these duties Instead of 
being 45 pn cent, are about 70 per cent 
per square yard-amounting to 206 78 

Total 1'o~t, including duties $ 514 74 
The woollens were sold for their highest 

.market.value 387 94 ·-~
And l\l.essrs. Holmes & Mazvck suffered a 

loss of • $ 126 so 
·Again, The cost of the woollens, exclusive 

of the Federal tax or duties, was . 307 96. 
'.].'hey sold for 387 94 

But for the Federal Tax 'Messrs. Holmes & 
.Mazyck, instead of losing $ 126 SO, would 
have made on one bale of woollens a clear 
gain of $79 98 

Now readPr mark the sequel, and say whether we 1:an obtain re
lief from t be Federal Courts. As it appears from the foregoing state
ment that Plains nf a certain description cannot be imported into 
Charleston from England and sold without causing a loss to the im



porter of abou! 22 cents for ~very yard imporled i sr,d that this Is 
owir.g to the lugh duly; for 1f there were no uuty, o~ e moderate 
one of JO or ;5 per cent on the cost of ll)e _goo~s IO l.1verpo?I 
they could be imporled nnd s~ld at. a profit, _it IS evident t~1at th15 
is exactly the same thing 11s 1t !he 11npor1at1on of such plams were 
prohibited by II p•nalty of ~2 cents on the. Imp?rte~ f'.,r every yai-d 
impoi-ted. It is true he may import them 1f he 1s w1ll111g to pay I he 
Tax And suff,'r the loss; hut it is eriually true that he may b1 eak his 
neighbour's head or steal his cnftle if ht> is willing lo pay the fi11e or 
s,,ff,·r the whipping and imprisonment which would follow those 
offences. · 

· Wh,rn a duty is laid on the imp~rtation of any thing so hig\t tlrnt 
thr Importer ca111H>l sell it wilh,,ut loss, such a duty is .. ailed 71ro
hibitory, because people nre prohibited hy it from importing the 
thing on which it i! laid just iu the same !11anner as thry a:e 
prohibited from durng unlawful acts by being mad~ to ~ulf:r IO 

various ways if they do them. ThA ,·pry 11Rme wl11ch 1s given 
to it by common con~ent sh~ws that it i~ in fad ~ P~nflf'Y in· 
tended to prei•ent the ,rnportatwn <Yf the thrng on wluch 11 1s IA1d, 
and ,wt a tax on the i111port intended lo raise mmuy. The Go· 
vernment of the Uniled l:,tntes bas d'.righl und,,r the Constitution 
to la.1J dnties on imports for the purpose ,if raising money to pa.I/ 
the debts of the Country and the ,xpenses of the Got•ermnent, anl. 
for 1w other purpose. ThP Act of Congress imposing the duty abcive 
stat Pd professe, lo he 1111 act pRssed in pursui;nce d this pow!'r, end 
yet it preHnts And w~s intended to preve~t lhe importation of the 
a1ticle on which the duty is laid. Can any thing he more absurd 
than to prevent the importation of e thing in order to raise money 
by laying 8 duty or tax 00 it when impwrled f· ,vh\t wourd be 
said of our Legislature if they wer,. to compel people lo go a foot 
nr rid11 mules 111,dPr the pri;'e)(f of raising money by a tax on horses. 
It is too absoril to he llonestly meanl. If must be and is most clear· 
ly a fraud. And yet when it was rroposed in the late snit upon thP. 
Bond gi\·pn for llwse dtuies to p11jve the fraud to a Jury of the 
Counl!·y who could Hild woul,1 bA,•.e prevrntetl it, the defendants 
were not permilled t .. shew what the Bond \\BS given for. 

From the'· Address oj'tlu: Free Trrrde Cont·cntion." . 
"'ho will nffirm that such a s1•stem (the 'rariff) can consist with 

the s1,irit ol the ( onstiLJtion ? lls eoactmenl~ may be so veiled as · 
to elude the judicial plllVPr, and may. therefore, be obligatory on tbe 
other departments of lhe Governrneat: But as between constilueni 
and agent, between the people and their rulers, the charter will in 
such ("~se, ha,e been violated. end it will belong to them to correct 
the evil. Why should we fear to en111:ciate this principle 1 Is it 
becan:e oflhe d_anger to thos<' interests which ha,·e grown up under 
the system 1 A Just consideration of the suhject will lend toll direct· 
ly opposite rernl.t. If it be concedLd that the syst"m is oppressive, 
u~equa\ and urJu?t, can. thosf' wbo profit by it deceive themselves 
w1th the e1pectahon of its permanency? Is it prudent to close their 
eyes lo the consequPnces to which sooner or later this conviction 
must i~e~ilabl_y lead? Distin goished as this system, is by every cha
ractertShc w~1cb .m~y d 0 finl' a 1.IJTanny fhe·mosf odious, why should 
WE, who are its victims, not stand upon our chartered Rights. ·'. 

:._, j~~' :l.; !' ·,, -~ .. ·.. :~ "''· . _,;;.,·.~·· .,, ' 



s.)ic mctbtcitung 

bcr 

ben Qcrbball. 

, ~nbeutungen 

llon 

Dr. @u ft all ff l t mm. 

~uf Jto~en be" merfajfer~. 

pr tab.en, 

mru d' bet Xeu'bn et'fdjen Offi ctn. 


1845. 






!'Benn 1uir 'oie Q3o!fer 'oer :paf~l.Jen ffiaffe an un'o fur ftdi lie• 
, trnd)ten, \1JO fie rein un'o unl.lermifcf)t mit 'oenen 'oer actiten ffiaffe 

'oaµef)en, f o fin'oen \1Jir eine merf1uur'oiqe Ueflminµimmung in Jtnoct,,en" 
1'au, ID?uecufotur, ~autfaroe, l.lorn&mlicf) aoer aucf) in i!Jren geifti• 
gen %tfogen un'o V?eigungen. mie mufcf)manner an bet ®u'ofµi~e 
uon mfrirn, 'oie qJefcf)mif), 'oie <Safifornier, 'oie ~luµralneger, 'oie 
nite~en ~ormen bet V?eger, \1Jie fie in 'Den &n~-ptifdJen menfmafern 
llorfommen, 'oie ®albin'oier tragen, geringe 'ourcf) 'one .J'rfima ter" 
uorqeoradite 52l6fcf)11ttungen f)in1ueggmcl)net, a[e ein un'o 'oaffeH1e 
leib!ldJe un'o geiµige @e:pr&ge an j'icfJ. *) 

· ®elbft 'oa nodj, 'tlJO 'oie :pafjhen Qlolfer fcf)on l&ngm, Beit mit 
'oen actil.Jen in merfef)r geftan'oen un'o ftd) tf)eibueife ntit 'oenfe{s 
llen gemifcf)t f)aben, fin'oen ltJit an l!Jnen 'oiefe @run'o611ge 11Jieber. 
mie ~a:pµlan'oer, bie S'[nnen, 'oie 2etten, bie 2ittf)auer, 'Die .~eio" 
eigenen 'Der f(aroifcf)en ~an'oer un'o 'oie ~Iofommfinge f!a\1Jif¢er Mo" 
eigenen in meutfd1fon'o, 'oann 'oie filfongolen, ''oie ~ataren 'oer 
JMmm, 'oie IDlafo~en, 'Dae gemeine moif Mn ~f)ina tragen 'oie <S\)u" 
ten i!Jrer. lllHunft 'oeutlidj un'o unllerfennoar an ftdJ. @;o f)aben 
i. m. 'oie rufftfcf)en i!eibeigenen 'oaa mongoTifclje @ejicf)t in mer1iin" 
bung mit 'oem lid)ten ,Paar, eine ~rfd)einttng, 'oie aucfJ liei 'oen \S'in" 
nen roie'oerfef)rt; bei 'oen ID?afo~en fin'oen ltJir ·'oie l.Jorµe{)enben ma" 
ctenfoocf)en, 'oi,e fcfJiefgefcfJii~ten mugen mit 'oem fongen ~aar 1imi,, 
nigt I l.Jiele mor'oamericaner f)11'6en neben 'oen l)Otfte{Jen'oen macrett• 
tnocfJen un'o gefcf)li~ten mugen 'oie m:blernafe un'o bie IDlongoien gfei• 
<ten, in 'oem mau 'oeG ®d)a'oele gana 'oen V?egern un'o · ~otten" 
totten. **) 

*) €. IJulturgefd){d)tc %4. I. ~. 195. 232. 281. 327. 33!. 346. 
XQ. II. ~- 7. 197. x4. III. €, 9. 215. ~llall x~. IV. ~- 1. 

**) ~inc merfroittblge (hfd)einung ijt, baij bic roei~c {)autf~rbung 
tei ben !Jlegeru cine Jhanf~eiteform ijl, eben fo niie \lie ~unfle ij~tbung 

1* 
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®o nun bie ~,afft;,en mMter aucf} ht bicf)tet lBelloftcrung auf• 
treten, ~eigen fte bod) immet cine @feid)nta~igfeit ber lBifbung unb 
i>er 1l!nfoqen, i:lie jidJ in bet !J?atur in i>en <.5Jrafcrn uni> tien ~eet• 
'Mn tier ®aff mogeI uni> !!Borre tragentien ~!Jim roieilet!Jolt. G:o 
treten roeniqer felbjljlanbiqe, abrociclJenile, bot tien u6rigen jicl) nuo" 
3eid)ttettile Snbillibua!it&ten ~erllor. Sn geijliget {)inftclJt {)aft baa 
6treoen nacf) ffiu~e, tiQe ein @r1mti3ug in bent ®efen i:ier \Jnfftllen 
momjlamme liifbet, tiie mn3efnen auf tier g!eidJen 6tufe i:iet CS:nt" 
roicfelung 3utucf. . 

®ir finilen ferner 'oie \J(1fft\)e ffiaffe gfeicf}ma~iq u6er i:iie qan3e 
06er~acf)e tier CS:ri:ie lletbreitet, an tien foj;erjlen .ltuj1en tier (fonti" 
nente, roie im un3ugangficf)en ~nnern i:ierje!ben, in i:ien ent!efJen" 
jlen Snfeln tier 6ee, in bet CS:ii:i3one role unterm 12!equator; tH,cralI 
fini:ien roit \)aftille mo!ferj1amme ale Urberoo~ner, i:iie langjl llOt i:ier 
Sl{nfunft i:ier ~robem uni:i CS:ntilecter llotfJani>i'n ge\uefen unil 3um 
:tl)eiI ala eine fefJt 3Q~freicf)e, bid)te lBe1i0IferunfJ•. ®it finilen jie 
im !Beji~e ilea \seuere, llerfel)en mit a[er!ei ®nffen, n,03u fie ilie 
ficl) i>arfJieteni:ien l)?Qtur\)roi:iucte, 6teine, .ltnodJen, {)of3er, ffiol)re, ja 
3um ~l)eil fclJon fcl6j1 i:iae ~ifen gefd1icft lletlllenben. 6ie ful)ren 
{)let ein \J~an3enartigea 6tif!frben, in \samifien unil 6tammen 3u" 
fammenl)altenil, meij1 3n,ar o~ne fejle 6i~e, i:iocf) jleta in tiem il)nen 
llon i:ier ITTatur tiurcf) @e6{1rqe oiler \s!uffe 1iorne3eicf)neten ®tan3en. 

mie \)afftllen Qlolfer finben \llit 1ior3ugon,eifc in i:ien CS:benen, 
an tien Ufern bet muff e uni> 6een, in i:ien ®aibefanbem beii>et 
-OemifµfJaren l)eimifcl} - 'Cie actiuen ilnnenen jini:i uor~ugen,eife Sn" 
faffen bet @ebutge uni:i 3roat bet JJocf)geburge uon sit fien, l)Ott mo 
aua jie fief] uber a[e ~anbet i:ier Chile 1m6teitet {Jaben, ini:iem fie 
tiem .8uge i:ier @eoutrie unb bet aue HJnen t)etlJOtj1tomenbm muff e 
folgten. .mie 6age, i>ie @efct1ict1te unb i:iie Qlolfetfunbe 6wicf}nen 
tiie af{atifc()en -Ooct1ge£1urge afo bie JJeimatl) iler actil,en ffiaffe; na" 
mentlicf) .ltafcf)mit unb i:ien .ltaufojuo. mer .ltaufafua, i:ier ~aurue, 
i:iie @M1tge llon .ltutilijlan, ilie int 6{1ben i:icr faeµifclJen @iee nacb 
t)jlen l)injlreicf)eni:ie Jtetluer" Jtette unil i:iao J.?imaia~agefl1'1rge, tie 
@ate tier llorberinbifd)m J.?aT6injel*) jinil nocb 1Jeute i:iie ®i~e 1.10n 
Qlolfern, roeld)e fief) burd) ~ie6e 3ur \sreifJeit, turd) ~ol)e ~aµferfeit 'oal$ 
lB~\llujjtfe~n i~m IDlenfcl}enn,{1tbe unb SJJlenfdjenreci)te, ~oetifd)en 
6mn un'o 6tre6en nacf) ffiul)m llOt 'oen ~afftuen Qlolfern aue0eicf)~ 

. • bet fog~nannten ieuertnQ~{e, ~eberjlecfen unb Eommerf1)rofien a{G etne 
.!tt'1n!{)e1t tier lid)ten, acth.1en .ltorµer erfdJeint. 

) ,, ~i~ !Bergfettcn. in ~{fien unb_ 1.Rurova," 3. ~lbt~. @eoloriie filr, 2. 
\lon lB er_g ~ anG v{)~~caltfcf)en ~tfoG, tmti llor3ugGn,eife geeiqnet ein anfd)au~
Hcf)eG !Btlb llon tier illlantierung uni:> Qlerbreitung bet !Helfer actii,er !Jlaffe 
AU geben, menu Wit unG bie einfQd) be;eidJneten !Berg,itge a{G bie Gt ta• 
ven llorjleUen, nidcf)e ble !Bulfer betreten uni:> llerfolgt ~aben. 
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nen, aujlernem a6et au ct in i~rei .l'tot.))et6ifnung roefentfid] bOtt 'om" 
fef6en unterfd)ienen jinn. (®. G:uiturgefdJ. I. S. 196.) 

Wad)ft'oem untetfdJcillen fief) Die acti1,en molfet bon lien .\)afii'oen 
llanurd),. najj untct lien Snllilli'ouen cine 6ei roeitem grojjm ID/an" 
1tid1faftigfeit in fot.\)etiicf)et hlie in geijliget !Bifllung ~mfd1t UIID 'Daft 
fie melt mefJt silnfoqe unll Weigung {Ja&en 3u ciqent{J11miid)et unb 
fefliftftan'oiger (fotmicMung. So 6e~er6ergt llet .ltaufofu\3 eine W?enqe 
molfer, meldJe trot} i{Jrer Ue&minjlimmung in 'ttild)t, Sitte' un'o 
f e6enemeife 'oie auffaUenllJ1m UnterfdJiene in $e5uq auf Si1rad)e 
ttnD .ltorl)er6iI'oung an fid) ttaqen. mie Dffetinen fin'o 6fon'o un'o 
llfouaugig, UJa{Jrenb bie ~Tcf,erfeffen 6taune oner fd)mar0e si!uqen un'o 
'ounfefee J.;,aar {Ja6en. Unter i!)nen {Jmfd)en hie mnnnidJfad)ften 
5U6ftufungen. si!ud) unter hen .lturllett fommt lliefel&e <Rrfd)einung 
bot, e&en fo 6ei hen .ltaf d)mimn, n,efcf)ee grojje, 6reitfd)ufterige, 
ftaftige, tro~iqe, fijliqe, jlreitfud)tige, rtmnen'oe ID?enfdJen fin'o, mit 
UJeijier ~nut un'o {JeUer GlefidJt13far6e, 'oie je'ood) boUfommen o{Jne 
(folorit t11; bn\3 @ejid)t ijl f&n,1Iid) ntit {Jer1,orftc{Jen'oen, fafl: iu'oifd)m 
.Sitqen un'o 'ountelf!raunem o'oer fdJ\t,ar;em .f.)aar un'o $art. ~ae 
UJtibfidJe @efdJledJt bon .ltafd)mir 3eid,net fief) 'outcl} 6fen'r,en'o meijje 
-Oaut un'o rei5en'oe ijormen aue. *) ~ie Jfofirmanner, UJeld)e S2Uc:r. 
murnee **) fa{J, 0eiqten regelm&jjige griedJifd)e Bune, 6laue 12luqe1t 
un'o fd)one @eftd)tefar&e un'r, maren bon grojler @ejtalt. {gr fa{) 
·a&er aud) .ltna&en bOlt 'oerfef6en Wation, 'oie 6raune %1gen un'o 
J.;,aare {Jatten. ®enn UJit 'oie @efid)ter 'r,er agl)l)tifd)en .ltonige auf 
'oen altejlen menfmafern 6etrad)ten (;. $. 6ei Rosellini monumenti 
storici 'taf. 1-20.), fo. &emerfen UJit unter 'oenfefben cine e&en 
fo grofie fillnnnidJfnftigfeit 'oer $lf'oung ala unter ben ID/nmelufm 
un'o ll(ra6ern, me!d)e menon un'r, 'oie grojie mefcril,ltion he .I' <Rgl)l)te 
mitt{Jeilen. magetien {JmfdJt cine um fo grojjere <Rinformiqfeit unl> 
@feid)majjigfeit in bCII @efid)t66if'r,ungen l)Ct ll(J~l)tifcl)eit !)enfmafet, 
je 'ounfefgefar&tet hie 'r,argefl:ef!ten ~n'oM'ouen ftn'r,, mie 3. m. '.cie 
~1eqer audJ 'r,ott '.cie i{Jnen eigent~umiid)en fl:unt\)fen un'r, ffod)ett ~or" 
men 3eiqe11. 

'.Jm ~Wgemeinen l&{Jt fief) roo{Jf anne{Jmen, 'r,alJ 'oie actibe ffiajfe, 
obfd)on j1e in gerinomr si!n3a{Jl am 'r,ie l)nfli1.1e aufttitt, 'ood) bon 
J.;,aue aue 6el Mitem m,mnid)faltiger qe&if'r,ct ifl:, un'r, 'r,aji nament" 
lid) 0roei .f.)au\)tqcfd)!ed1ter, ein 'ounfel~ilntigee mit fc'f)roar3m silugen 
un'r, ein lid)t~aarigea mit 6fauen '2(ugen, ne!ien einiln'r>er '£irfl:an'oen ~a" 
ben. · ®it fin'r,en fd1on in hen agl)l)tifd)en menfmafern cine 11rojje 
•lliannid7faltigfeit in 'ocr !Bif'o11n9 un'o J.;,autfar6e 'r,er 'r,ariJejlelften 
ID/enfd)en actillet ffiajfe; UJit fin'oen A· m. filcannet tlO!l ge'orangtem 

*) G. ~itflel Jfofd)mir J. Ht 146. 163. 

**) merant>rr Q3urnca .!tab11I; n110 bem ~ngf. \1, l~. Delfcr~. lleii13ig 
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llofCen Jriir\ml.inu mit l.ifon'oem ,\?n,n un'o l.ifouen, lidjten ~ugeu, 
'bnnn Glefinften, 'bie in ll:lil'bung, 3'at11e 'bee ,\?aarB un'o iler ,\?nut 
'oen je§igm me'ouinen gleidJfonunen; tuit fin'oen fetner 'oie j1i'oifdJe, 
l)erftfdJe, in'oifdJe, ja fogar 'oie mongolifcf)e un'o tntntifdje .!.lJl)~fto" 
gnomic roic'oer. *) miefe ffilnnnicf)faftigfeit 'oer ll:li!'oung in fo urn!ter 
.Seit 'oeutet nuf cine merfdjiebenl)eit 'oer ncth,en ffinjfe l)in, roe!cf)e 
nidJt o!Iein 'ourcf] ffilifdJung 'oerfr.!flen mit l)er l)afihien Url.ielliifferung 
mtfiat)ben, fon'oern lliefmeljr in ber actillen ffiaffe fefl.ijl l.iegrimbet ijl. 
mod) je~t l.ieol.indJten roir biefcfbe <frfdJeinung oei ben merool)netn 
llOtt (foroi1n. mer @:iu'oen ijl im nf(geme[nen 1)011 [loffern oefe~t, 
bmn -0,rnre un'o si!ugen fdJlnnt~ o'oer 'ounte!otaun jinb, 1n&!1ren'o 'oer 
f1ermnnifcf)e Vcor'oen l.ifoni:ie l.ifouaugi11e ~JcenfdJen befierBerf11 uni, biefe 
merfcf]iei:ienl)eit l&jjt 'jlcf] l.iie in 'oie 2!nffoge dJrifHicl)er .Seitrecljnung 
l)inauf nacf)1neifen. memerfen01ncrtl) ifi ul.irigene, 'oajj 'oie fd1ront3" 
l)a,nigen ®t&mme nl!erbinge bie borf)mfdjeni:ien uni, ;al)freidjetn ;u 
fe~n fcfJeinen, in ber Url)einrntl) f01n~1l)l afe in i:ien llon il)nen ein" 
genommenen ~&ni:iern. memerfen1l1nertl) ijl fetner, bap bicfe germa" 
nifcf)en ®tamme, tro~i:iem i:injj bie anbern, i:iie tuir bie romanifcfJen 
nenncn i:iurfm, i1Jnm nn si!n~al)l ul.ier!egm jin'o, il)nen nucfJ 1i6eraU mol)n 
gel.irocfien, llennocf] ein geij1ige1l un'o fttt!icf)ee Uefergetuicf)t uoer jene 
gel)aot l)al.im un'o, 'o,1jj il)nm bie !.lJ~ege be1l 3'ortfd)titte1l ber ffilenfcf)" 
lJeit lloqug1l1neife llon 'oer morfel)ung onlJet!raut ;u fe~n fdjeint, tuit 
'jle nucf) fanunt!idJe clirifi!idje '.tl)rone llon ~urol)n oefett l)al.im. 

~1l ifi nun fern er ;u omf)ten, 'oajj bie afCmaiige merl.ireitung 
ber nctillen ffiaffe 1'tl.ier bie (hi:ie nid)t einfeitig uni, o!o1l nndj einer 
ffiid)tung l)in ®t,1tt gefunben l)at. mie merl.ireltung llon ~enttnl" 
11ftm au1l ifi fomo!Jl in oj1Hc11er, al1l in 11lej1Iidjer ffiicf]tung llor jicf] 
geg,mgen. ®it finben in S}(fricn luic int tuejlljdjjlen ~urol)n bie 
actb,e ffilenfdJenrnffe, j,1 e1l fdJeint, i:iap j'te llon l)ier aue fogar nac'f1 
l2lmerica gefongt fe~; luir fin'oen jie al.ier audj an bent auperjlen 
Djlrnn'oe llon l2!jien, roie in 'om fernjlen '.Jnfe!n i:ier ®u'bfee, llJO 
n,ir unter einer fcf)1nnr3en ,ltrl.iellofferung, ben !.l3al)ua1l, ~errfcf)er 
Mn l)ol)er @ej1art, licfJtgefarl.iter ,\?aut un'b ~um :t~eif mit bfon'oem 
-Oaare antreifen. miefer Urt~l)ue l)at jicf) er~aTten, tro~'oem bap il)re 
~aut 'oem etrcrIJle her eonne aueqefe~t ifi. miep finbet ®tatt in 
einer (fotfernung \.'on 100-140 @rah llon il)m aTten ajiatifd)ett 
-Oelmat~, bmtt <fonnerun8 if)nen 6mit1l entfdi1nun'ben ijl. 

mie mrufm 'bee ~ifJanon, i:iie Jraufojier, i:iie Jrurbm hie l2!f" 
gl)anen, hie Jrafir1l, ,l)ie JfofcfJmirer, bie ffical)rntten uni, bie

I 
me1nol)" 

net ber ~ate in mori:ietin'oien fclieincn hie UefJemjle bet urj~rimnH" 
~en, ?Chllm ffiaffe ;u fe~n, bie jic{1 \Jon lf)rer altcn ~eimntf) aue 
uber bte ga115e <fo,e llcroreltet l)at un'b fomit il)rer ll:lejlimmung tllld)" 

*) e;. I,efonbere Rosellini monum: storici. Xcrf. CLX. If. 
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fommt, ·'oie µafihie ffiaffe iljrnn '.traumlefen 3u cn,treiflen un'o mit 
iljr gemifd)t eine Ijoljm G:uitur Ijm,or3u6ringen. 

(Ee ijl eine CEigentf)umiicfJ.feit 'Iler actb,m IDlenfcljenraffe, 'oajj 1ie 
· iljren urfi,Jrungiid)en ®i§ lletfajjt un'o au e tu an 'o er t. ~iefer ®an" 
'oertriev fin'oet jid) 1,ei 'om µafl'illen Qloffern gar nid]t un'o Wan'oe" 
rungen \)af111m Qlolfer fin'oen nur 'oann 6tatt, tnenn jie, . tnie 'oie 
IDlongofen 'oe-e 4. un'o 'oe/3 13. ~aljrljun'oerte, 1Jon S'uljmn 1,eran" 
fojjt un'o qefeitet 1uer'oen, tneld)e 'Iler actillen ffiajfe angeljoren. mie 
@cfcf7ic!Jie fennt fcine ®an'oerung, 'oie 3. l8. i,on 'oen !Jleqern auage" 
gangen tndre, un'o o{lfd,lon 'oie ITTegerllo!fer, fotncit 'oie @efd)id)te Ijin" 
aufreid)t, uBer aUe .'U)eife 'ocr Weft llet1'reitct tnur'oen, fo fint>en tnit 
even 'oiefe mervreitunfJ 'cod) nie an'oere ala 'ourcf] 'oie · actillen moffe,. 
llanime i,eranfoj;t. ®cit uraitcr .Seit ljaven 'oiefe 'oen ITTegern nad)ge.. 
jlrevt, jicl) iljm Iiem&d)tigt, fie iljm -Oiimatlj entfuljrt un'o am 
ecfollen un'o miener in entfernte @egen'oen i,erljalll)elt. ma6ei ijl 
veacl)tenetnertt 'oa Ii 'oie ID1 anner 'Iler actillen ffiaffe jict; tnoljl gern 
mit 'oen :Tier,erinnen \)aaren un'o eine fraftige, cuUurfaljige ITTa<ftfonv 
menfcl)aft er1seuuen, 'oaji aver 'oae @egentf)eil, 'oie ~aarung 1Jon ~He~ 
qern mit tneijien B'rauen, nut feljr fclten 6tatt fin'oct, ein Umjlan'l), 
'Iler fur 'oen focialen .8uj1an'o 'Iler americanifc!Jen 6taaten llon 'Iler 
grofiten lBebeutung ijl. 

CE6m f o tnenig Ija6en 'oie CE£1fimoa, 'oie ITTor'ojioirier, 'oie ~a\.1\J" 
lan'oer, 'oie ~alm~fen, 'oie (:fofifornier lillan'oerungen in fcrne @egen" 
'oen unternommen. · 6ie llertneilen 3aljrtaufen'oe in 'oemfef1ien Bu" 
flant>e, innerljalv 'oerfe{Ben @ran1sen. ije fin'oen jicf) auct'} im ~U" 
nemeinen Iiei 'oen \)affillen V?ationen, 3umal tnenn jie noct, nid)t IJOn 
'oer actilJen ffiaffe vm1Ijtt tnur'oen, feine 6agen uon G'in11Jan'oerun" 
gen aue 'Iler B'rem'oe. mit mcijlen glaulien, 'oafj fie 'oem lBot>en ent.. 
jlammen, 'Iler fie tr&gt un'o ernaljrt. .pod)jl metf11Jur'oig jinb in 
biefer l8e~eljung 'oie ®tammfagen 'oer aften @ermanen. mie eine, 
l.lOn .'tuiaco, 'oem er'oentfµroffenen 6tantnt1Jater be£! moma, fc(leint 
'iler i,Jafiil,en Ur1ie\Jolferung an3ugef)oren, 1t1efd)e IDHtteleuroi,Ja tnie 
je'tea an'oere ~an'o i,on ~aua aua inne Ijatte, tn&ljren'o 'oie an'oern 
0aqen uon 'l)en (fottnan'oerungen re'l)en, 'oie jicf) auf 'oie foufllftid1en 
0tamme ve3ie~en, n,ch,,e jid) 3u ~erren 'Iler Ur1'e1.ioU'erunq gemad1t 
~atten. lBei 'oen %nericanern ifi 'oer @lau(,e an 'oie silliorigineitat 
'oer ~.11affe 'oer ~ellofferung aUgemein un'o He ®age Iierid)tet nut 
llOll ~inn,anbernng 'oer Jjerrfd)er. · 

®enben roit una nun au 'oen ®anberungen 'oer acfo,en $tamme, 
fo gilt e~ bUnad)11 'oie Urf,1d)en aufaufudJen, roelcf)e iene · Wan'oerer 
llon t,en ~oc!Jef:enen lltjienc flia in 'oie G:oraUeninfeln 'Iler e1ibfee un'o 
r,ie @e6urne mor11Jegena uber ~m1 un'o l~al,. ja fef6~ ii6er 'oaG 
qro~e l.ffie1tmeer mit unroi'oer~e~licber Gletua(t getrieflen Ija6en. 

%tcb tier ~nbrn \Uir eine Uebereinfiimmunq in '1,en, G'.rfd)einun .. 
qrn 'oetl febenG bet !!.ll?enfct,heit mit 'oem l!eben l'et gef.1mmtm ITT11• 
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tur. ®ie bie 1lane G:tbtinbe un'D bie tobten @ej1ein0maffen i,011 
3nnen ljmm0 butc!} lluicanifd)e Jrr&fte i,ieffacf) llurcf)litodJen uni, k• 
u,egt lllerben, u,ie fie fernet l:,urcf) bie unalilafjlge ®itfung net @e,. 
u,&ffet un'o i,er si!tmofi,f)&re llOn muven in ~fian3entragen'oen Bruc!)t" 
lioben llerlllanbelt lller'oen mugten, um 'oen l)etfd)iebenen auf einan'oet 
folgenben @efcf)Ied)tern bet !.l,lfian0en, ~f)im un'o IDZenfcf)en 3ut ~ei" 
mat~ bienen 3u fonnen, elien fo mujjte auc!) llie uliet bie <£r'oe Iler" 
liteitete ruf)ige ~affille Urliebolferung butd) llie f11f)n !Jeranj1urmenben . 
~eI'oen lier actiben ffiaffe au0 if)m tr&umetifd)en ffiufJe aufgefcf)eucf)t 
Mtllen. ®ie muvte gellled't Mtben, fte ntut1te i~rt Jtraft fennen 
un'o ann,en'oen Ietnm unll llet actii.len ffiaffe ba6 WlatetiaI 3u lllei,. 
tmn Untcrneljmungen Hefern. 

mie si!tmofi,f)&re un'o llie @eu,&ffer 'Der G:rlle rourllen in B&ur.. 
nip t'1liergeljen, roenn nid)t ~uft" unll ®eejlromungm fie in fortniaf)" 
ren'oer l!lettiegung erf)ierten un'o elien fo lllur'oen aucf) bie mn.. 
regungm, ttieid)e llurcf) llie ®d)aaren llet actb,en ffiaffe belllirft lllut" 
lien, tlie t'tlier tik Utliet1o!fmtng f)er~efen, i.lon her Ie~tem affgemacf) 
gel&ljmt lllor'oen fe~n, roenn fie nid)t 'llurcf) neue, barauffo!gen'oe llon 
.Seit 3u Beit u,ie'oetfJolt uni, ermuntett' u,t'trllen. ®o llleljen 3u ge.. 
llliffen .Seiten lle0 3af)re0 bie IDZonfou11G in ben ®enllefteifen, f o er,. 
{)elien fief) in, gellliffen 3af)ree3eiten ®inbe, ttieicf)e getuaitigen ®of.. 
fenmaffen if)ren ®cg anroeifen un'o fie 'oaf)in fuf)rm, tuo fie fie!, 
t'tliet 'oen aueqetrod'neten !Bollen ergiegen foffen; fo lllir'o aucf? baG 
®affer bee ®e(tmme 'outd) gen,artige llon Djl nacf) ®eflen AC" 
f)en'oe ®tromunqen in jleter l!lewegung er~arten, ro/if)ren'o 'oae ®itB" 
tuaffer 'oee ijejlfon'oee of)ne Unterlirec!)ung bon lien J.?of)en bet @e"' 
lit'trge f)mlirinnt. 

Un'o fo flewegte fief) aud) 3u gewiffen 3eiten 'oie actii.le lBet1oI.. 
ferung gfeid} 'oen euptuajferjlromen i.lOtt if)tttt @eflurgtlljof)en ljernb 
in hie <£lime un'o emgte un'o fleie6te 'oie i,afjllle fil1enfd)enraffe. 
miefe ®an'oerungcn 'oet filcenfd)en fommen oft eben f o unerwartet 
f)min roie 'oie .Suge llet ~euf dJmfen, 'oer ffiau1:1en, 'oer .\.tan'ofrebfe, 
ber mfd)e, 'oer '.tauoen, 'oer iJfotten un'o an'omr -lf)iere, abet fie 
ljaben nadJ'oauern'om ®irfungen un'o roie'oerf)oien fidJ regefm&Jiiger. 

3n if)ren <£rfrl)einungen wie in if)ren ®irfungen g(eid)en 'oiefe 
lllo(feitl'1n'oerungen llenen 'oer autl 'oen @eliitrgen f)et1Jorlired)en'om 
0.uelfen. mer erjle murdJlirud) ij1 getu'1hfam un'o 3erfioren'o; batl 
®'1ffer raumt fd1011ungefoa llleg, watl im ®eqe Iiegt, @efteine unb' 
lllffon;en, un'o vefeitigt, it)(l{j fief) if)nt entgegenflefft o'oer reiat etl aud) 
mit fi~ fort. §:liefe %beit her .Ser~orung 'oauert f o fonge liio ficl) 
ein ffiinnf'11 qeliilbet, in itle(cl)em llie ®e"'affer ungefJemmt ~n'o gleid1~ . 
m&t1ig 'oer ~'icfe iuf(iejjen fonnen, mo fie fie!} enttue'oer mit grojjei. 
re~ 'Oorlj'1n'oenen ®ajfernrnjfen i,minigen, o'ocr 't,en lBo'oen 'ourcf)~ 
~rmgen ,un'o ~efrudJten, 'oen fie '1UtJer'oe111 aud, mit bent, itl'1tl fie ' 
tnl @ebur~e mlt fid) fortgenommen ~'1vm, oc'oed'cn un'o auff)o~cn. 

http:actii.le
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Sn aljnlicf)er ®eif e ~n'oet aucf) tier ~Jang bet <freigniife 6tatt, 
tuenn \lie nctillen 6tamme auo ben @eburqen ljmorbrecl)en unb fief) 
uber \lie Wie'oerungen lletbreiten. ~ie erflen Q{nfanqe folcf)er ®nn" 
berungen bejleljen in ffinub3ugen bet uberm11tl)iqen Suqenb. !Die 
friebfid)en, ruljigen mettJoljner lm Wieberung 11Jer'oen :pio~licf} it(,er"
fa[en, iljre -Oabe, iljre -Oeet'oen, ja fie felbt1 11Jer'oen genommen um, 
in \lie @eburge ·entfuf)tt, ttJo fie \lie meutegier 11er 'llort 3urucfgefJfie,. 
benen 6tammgenoITen tier ffiauber enegen. ®arm baljer \lie erflen 
6d)aaren gering an U!n~a1jI, fo fommen 'oie nacf}flfolgenben in beflo 
gtotiem SJJlenge unb \lie mmnuflung hlitb nun um f O arget I fie 
erjlrectt ficfJ aucf} nod) in tt,eitm l'S·erne, 11Jenn \liefe reicf)m meute 
IJetf:pricf)t. <S:o gefdJieC)t bann, 'oati \lie ffiauhrfcl)aaren, an 6tatt in 
\lie 1jeimatf1Iid)en @eburge 3uruct3ufe1jren, tmmer ttieiter IJOrhiarto ge" 
ljen unb fidJ bort eine neue -Oeimntlj be9runben. ~ie .Surucrqeb!ie" 
llenen unterne{Jmen bann hloljf einen neuen Bug um· 'oao 6d)ictfal 
bet nid)t -Oeimgefeljrten 3u erfotfdim o'oet aucl) bao ):090 'oetfelben 
3u tljeilen, \1Jen1t fie llmnutljen ober erfaljren, 'onti jene fidJ einen 
reid)licf)mn ·me~~ un'o eine fcf)onm ~eimatlj emingen ljaben. eo 
llilbet ficfJ a[gemadJ eine mo lf er flt a tie, bie je Ianger fie bctreten 
unb l,enu~t hlirb, beflo me{jt ®nnt,eret au fid) 3ie1jt. 

Slhtf 'oiefen 6traj;en fdJreiten bie ®an'oem fort bio l:lie eee 
iljren £nuf ljemmt un'o jie 3um ffiajlen 3ttJingt, IUO · fie bnnn aii3 
-Omen bet llorgefun'ilenen :pafjl1Jen Urbel.lolferunq fi~en Memen. ~ief e 
Urbellolfetung abet ij1 uber bie gm13e <S:r'oooerftadJe auogcbreitet unb 
co baven bie euro:paifcf)en ffieifm'oen nod) fein :pffon5entrngenbe0 ~anb 
flefun'Oen, ttJo fie nid)t aud) e:puren menfdJiidJer silnroefen1jeit k• 
merft r,&tten. · 

mon l:let 6teUe auo, ttJo bie nctillen <£'inttJanbmr eine bfei,. 
11enbe et&tte qefunl:len ljaben, beginnt aud) qemeinigficf) eine ffi u ct" 
10 i r fun g auf ben l.2!uogange:punct ber ®an'oerung. CS:in0cfne obet 
nucf) meljmc feljren in bie alte .peimntlj 3urucf, jid) \5'reunbe o'ocr. 
5urucfgefojfene ,t;,nbfeligfeiten ober audJ $c'lli1rfnifie, ttJeid)e 'oie neue 
..\;leimntlj nict;t 'oarHetet, auo bet aiten nncf)0u1jo1en, ~{nbm trngen 
erttJorbene 6d)a~e oller @enuffe llort{)in un'o ea bil'llet ficl? allgenind) · 
cin fortqcfe~tcr merfef)r, ein gcm&pigter molferi1rom, 'Iler nue eincm 
'l(uetaufcf) qegenfcitiger me'll1hfniffe 3u einem fonnlid)en ,t,anbel er$ 
\oad)j1. eo fef)en ttJit 3. !8. nn bet lilleftfujle 'oeo norlllid)en 
'.llfrica arnbifdJe et&mme nlo ..\;lmfcf)er t'1ber bie fdnuaw Urbei.lol$ 
ferunq, 1ueld1e 'ourcf} .ltnrn1ua11en in fortttJaf)renbem merfcljr mit •'om 
nor'onfricanifd1en ffieidJen, ja mit %g~:pten un'o si!tabien fclvfl jlc1jen. 

®ie nun 'oie nor'onmericanifd)en S&gerjlfonne auf if)ren m.M'o" 
fnljrten burd) aufgejlecfte unb nngef)eftcte Beicl1en 'oie Diacf)fommen" 
t-en 1.10n if1rem ed,iiffnl un'o bet ffiid1tu11q if)ree ®eqco ~u untcr" 
rict?ten :p~cgen (f. ~ulturgefd). :tf): II. 6. 187), fo ljinterfoffen attd) 
immer 'Ilic actil)en ®an'omr e1mren i~reG ronfe~no un'o menfm&ler 
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an ben €teffm, 1vefd)e i()nm ,rnf if)ren 3ugen \Jon ®idJtifJfeit ge" 
ruefen finb. ~il jitn, bie6 0um :tfJeil bie @ra(1()ugel bmr, rueid1e 
untmueg\1 i()rem ed)icff11Ie erfenen )tnb, lJornamiicfJ abet jene 15-cle" 
infcf)riften unb Qlilber, 'oie in arTen i()eifen ber aften tuie ber neum 
®elt lJOrfommen unb 'cie 1uir jµater nii()er b1'trad)ten Mr'cen. 

Sunac!Jft ift ee notfJlllenbig bie Ur fa cf7 en auf3ufudJen, tueicf)e 
bie Q3offer ber .Jjod)f.lrlit'iri1e pt bet at ti gen l!l eIlle qtt n gen, \jaf)r" 
ten unb 3ugen lleranfo§t fJ11(1en, unll tuit finben f011Jof;f innm, t,ie 
auil 'cer C£ir1entfJumfidJfeit jener molfejt,1mme ()eruor,3ingcn unb tuo" 
bmdJ 11c fidJ eben tion bcr .\:rnf11uen ffiaife Mfentficf) unterfc!)eiben, 
alil aucl} aufiere meranfoffuniJett. 

m,1il @:itre(1en ber i1af11uen ffiafje ift auf moqfid,ft ungeftorte 
ffiu()e gericl}tet unb auf 3'ern{Jaitung alTee beffen, lll11il fie in i()rem 
'.traumie6en beunrufJigett fonnte. mie Qlosje15manner f[iefJen be6(),1fb 
jeglid)en Qlc~IJ, bie norbamericanifcf)en Sager fµotten uber bie raft" 
Iofe ioatigfeit unb ~(~beitfamfcit unb bie ~orge fut bie 3ufunft, 
roefdJe euroµaifd)e (fofoniJ1en offenforen. mer Wlenfcf) actiuer ffiafje 
()at 3ullorberft 'oail Ie(1(),1ftefte etreben nad) _bem me f i§ in fidJ, 'oen 
er fiet/5 3u fid)ern mt'o ;u me(Jren tierfudJt. -Oat ber amcricanifcf)e 
Shrier o'oer brr !.2!ujhaiier feinen ()ungririen Wfogen befriebigt, fo 
fcblaft er, nacl)'oem er t,en morrat() morifid)ft rfin aufqqe()rt. @an; 
anberil ift 'oer ffilenfct, ber acti1.1en ffiaffe. mer '.tfd;erfeffe unb 'oer 
~{r.i~er ill (1ei aUer @aj1freunbfdJaft unb ebfeh lyreigebigfeit gegm . 
ireunbe ()abf{1d)tig, er ()at 3'reube am (hroerb uftb am 
Ql e f i \i· (£~ ift biefi ein :'frieb, ben bie \llorfe()ung in i()n legte, um 
i()n 3ur (£rfuffung feinee 31llecfeo befto fictJer an3utrei6en. mie .Jja{,,. 
fud1t 31Uinrit 'oen !.2{rabet fein 3rft 3u tierfoffen unb in bet ®t'1j1e 
ben frentben ®anbmr on!ufaffen, ben et, roenn er tuffebeb{1rftig 
uni, efen'o in fein 3eft ttate, mit bet uneigennu§ifJf1c11 iBruberliefJe 
liei ficf,l aufne~men unb .)J~egen tui1t'oe; biefet :trieb 1'eftimmt ben me" 
buinen feinen eirienen ~ant,sni.mn ;u hjlefJfen, im .Jjunbel ;u uber" 
\lOrt(Jeifen, bttrd) f,1!fcf)e merfict,mmqen 311 t,111fcf)en, llJ(l(Jrenb er 
fonft bail gegc(1ene merf1irecf1m ()eifiq lJaft. miefer :'ttiefJ (1e1uetJt 'om 
:tfd)erfeffen 3u ffi11u1'3t'111rn unb fufJnen Q(bettteuern, ruo6ei er arre 
feine forµedirlie ttnb qeiftige Jtraft ttnb Gletu,rnbtfJeit aufHcten ump. 
mrrfelbe '.trieb fu()rte bie naffifctien 1111b germanifd)en eclJuaren 1t11d) 
6JriccfJenfonb unb Staiien, bie alten ecanbinauier in bail !JJlittc!mcer 
un'o in bie D?orbfee; bie IUortugiefen ttnb bie 61;111nier abet tuttr'om 
't>o't-ttrcl} 'oie ~ntbecfer bee eeeiuegeil 1rnd) !.2{jien 11nb bet neuen ®clt. 
~ieier '.ttiefJ ftt(Jrt, f o fonfle et eben nut in ber Qleqier 1t11d) Q'.leµ~ 
0Cj1f~t / 'Ilic aCttlJett molfet ill ))en .8ttftan'o l'C6 m(l It {J f r{ Cb Cll 6 
ba1$ o()ngefa~t bem 3uJ1an'ce bee \sifdJer ~ unb Sagerfc&me ent; 
fiiricf)t, tuelct;en mir nle bie erfte G:ntroicfelunMjrufe bet .p11f11lJen ~ol" 
krfct1aften be;eid)nen fonnen. · · 

[lie nad)j1fofgm'oe ~u(turjlufe bet acti\len Qlo(fer ifi in bet 

http:ant,sni.mn
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!U~ege bea !Berfc~tB unb bee ~t'ln'oefe liegninht; bet i au fcf)~ an" 
'oel mit feinen .!fomvanen, 'om IDlatften (3. m. ;u mio~futiae, tJf,. 
fob~, V?ifd1neinorogotob, '.tem1'oftu u. f. ro) un'o ben ®an'oerungen 
bet .!t.luffeute entf\)tidJt 'Den G'tfdJeinungen 'oe/3 {iirtmfebena. miffer 
.Suflan'D tritt al,er fount e~er ein, am 1,ia jic!J 'Die erflen geroaftigen 
silu6hudJe ber ~al,fucf)t gefattigt tmb 1'etu~igt lJa1'en, l,ie IDlaffen ge.. 
taubter un'o ero1'etter edJai}e llOt~anben jin'o, f,irJ ber S'rtu'oe am 
G:rrungenen bie l)'reu'oe am (frroetb geroicf)en ifl unb liie ber lBefi!} 
einen fraftigen bauern'om 6d)ui} nottroen'oig macl)t. eo 1,emerten 
roir tinter an'omnt, bafj jicf) ein frie'oiicf)er ~anbefallerte~r in @rie, 
d)enfan'o 11Jie in 6canbinallien etfl bann einfleffte, nacf)bem in mef\J~i 
roie auf 6eefon'o grofje IDlaffen e'ofen IDletaffeB un'o an'omr .!rofll,ar.. 
feiten 3ufantmengefJauft roaren un'o jicl) fefle, grofjm Drte gebifbct 
tatten. 60 1'efle~t nod) jei}t 3roifd)en ben maurifd.Jen lBe~mfdJem 
t>er V?eger1.10Iter unb bcn ffiaub)1a11ten am IDlittelmeer ein fe6~after 
metfe~r, beffen '.t'rager eine eigene Wlcnfd)encfoffe, 'oie 6arac0Iet1J, llief,. 
Ieid1t fe.it SafJrtaufm'Dm fd)on fJeforgen (f. (fofturgefcl). :t~. III. 6. 
317.). !l!n ben G'n'D\)unctm af,er, 11Jie aucf} att ben ,811Jifd)enflatio" 
nm entjle~en affgemacf) fejle l,l.Hnte aue ben D?ie'oerfogen, @ajl .. unb 
morrat~e~aufern, llJefcf)e burcf) ftiITfdJMigen'oe Uebminfunft bet f,e .. 
t~eifigten 6tamme mit fein'oHdJen UefJerf&Uen 1>erfd)ont roer'oen. mie 
.!taufieute jidJern jicf) 'Durcf) <Megung einer f,ejlimmten Ql6gaf,e an 
'Die fcfJroarment>en l)'ein'oe, 'ourcf) mertrage o'oet lBunbniffe ber @afl:r 
freunt>fcf)aft \lot 'Den !l!ngriffen 'oerfelben. 

VladJfl 'Dem 6trr1'en nacf) lBejii} ifl _bae 6 tr elien na cf} 
ffi u~ m eine bet '.triebfebern, 11Jelcf}e bie actillen moffer in lBellJegung 
fei}en, ein 6trebm, tveldJee tvir f,ei ben :i.iaffillen moffern nur in 
qeringem @rabe finben; 1'ei ben monern a1'er M!t eB gan3Iit, tvefcf/t 
burcf) fang anbauern'oe ®cfollerei, mie bie Dleger unb .!?afmucfen, 
l.lofffommen gieid)guftig i)etvorben ftnb *). mer ~~rgei3 erf11l!t ben 
:tfd)erfeffen 11Jie ben lBebuinen, ben IDlauren tvie ben 6canbinallier, 
'oen @riec!]en tvie ben cf)riflHd}en ffiitter. S~r ~ocf)jleB <0trelien ge~t 
'oa~in, ~taten 311 1.1errid)ten, llJefcf)e llon itreB @leicf)en anerfannt, 
llon fcf)onen B'rauen mit ~ufbreid)er. @efinnung oeioH unb llon ben 
®angern 'oer ~llitttieft 1.1erfunbigt, ber Dlad,tveft aber im £lie'oe u~er" 
Hefert 11Jth'oen. ma~er finben tvir 'ciefe ®anger fleto im @efoige her 
,~eiben f,ei affen 'oen genannten lrsolfern ttnb 'oarauo entjlan'oen bie 
r\JifdJen @ebicf)te, 'Die uberall 'Ilic @runbfage affet ~itetatur bil'oen. 

Vixere fortes ante Agamemnona 
mnlti: sed omnes illacrimabiles 


urgentur ignotique longa 

nocte, car ent qui a vat e sa er o. 


*) ~. ~uHut·gefdJid1te '.tq, Ill. E. 177. u. 3-H. 
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mer ~~rgei3, 'oer bie actiuen l!loffer antrei{Jt 'oie ,\?eimatf) 5u 
l.ledaffen, 'oie !Rad)6am 3u 6efiegen un'o fid) 31t J.;,men 'oerfef6en 3u 
mad)en, iii je'oenfallo ln ber Ur5eit bei tDeitem fo'iftiger aufgemte1t 
un'o affgemeiner uer6reitet rmuefen, alo flJatet, \llo 'oie Wenfct,en, nae!)" 
'oem fie mit 'oet µaffil.len ffiajfe gemifd)t \llaren, ficlJ 'oem bef)aglid)en 
£eben 'oea %:fo6aueo unD 'oeo J.;,an'oefGuerfrf)reo fJingegebe1t 9atten. 
mie ein3efnen nad) ffiuf)m jlreben'oen JjeIDen 1'tini1en Ieid)ter eine e9r., 
gei3ige SugenD 3ufammen, tDeld1e l.BefdJaftigunqen mit 'oen ®affm 
fur 'oao e9renuollµe 9.Ht, am eine fofd)e, meidJe nadJ rufJigem me.. 
fi~ unD ben Witteln ilrebt, bie i9r ein teid)Iicfleo, genuijreid)ea 6till" 
lellen ficf)ern. 60 finben tDir in bet @efd]iclJte unfmo molfeo 
gerabe in ben frufJejlen ,Seiten 'oie 3alJlreid)j1cn 4;,eer&{tge bet IDforf,. 
mannen, @ot9en, eueuen, SU(emannen, 6ad)fen, B'ranfen u. f. "'·; 
fl)nter9in, alo burcf) bie ~reu33uge unb ben merfef)r mit bent Orient 
feinm £rbenogeni1fie un'o ~uruo bao j1reitfore ffiittertfJunt gemif'ocrt, 
a!o bie @:itabte unb 'liie Jtaifet bie l.BurfJen bee M'oeiujligen ~rtie!o 
gebrod)en; tritt an bie @:itelle 'oet ffiau&" unb JtriefJo;ufJe ber be" 
\llaffnete mertebt, ea er9ob ficl) bie beutfdJe Jj(mfa mit if)rm B'!ot" 
ten, 'oie 'oen ffiuf)m nid)t me{)t in 3erµorenben SUnqriffofriegen fucf)te, 
fOtlbfTll fid} b(lfallf &efd)ranftf / 'l:>ell m11ngenen l.Befi~ jlan'o{)aft 3u 
uert(Jeibigen un'o 3u 6etDafJren. ~ril nad)'oem bie feit £utf)et allge" 
mein in Umfcl)\llung gefommenen ·~'ocen uon geiilinet \:yrei9eit 'oic 
%ltionen etfuUt 9atten 1111'o 'oer ®i'oerj1anb 'oer tomifd)cn l.Uatt9ei 
bie 6futigfl:en Jtaml)fe f)et'Oot~erufen 9atte, baburd) abet eine affne" 
meine ~tfd)foffunq im mortoie6en 9morge6racf)t \llat, tritt 11110 ber 
~9rgei3 a!o felbjlµanbige ~rfdjeinunn in bet £anbet • 11nb ffiu9m.. 
fud1t ein;einer i1hilen entgegen, nn bmn 6l)i~e ~ub1uig XIV. Mn 
ijranfreicf) unb Jtatf XII. uon @:id)ltleben fleIJen . 

.~ine an'oer\lleite Urfacf)e bet !illanberun'gen i)1 baa @:it t e {,en 
in bie \jerne, 'oao affen actii)en motfern gemelnfam ijt, ben µaf" 
iil.len abet gan3 abge9t. ~o 9at feinen @runb in bet l.Begierbe, 'oie 
nuijmn G:rfd)ein11ngen fei13uf)aftcn, i9re Urfad)en 311 erforfd1en, fie · 
ficll beutlid) 3u mad)en un'o mit .bent eignen ®efen in ~inffann 3u 
6rin9en. mie silbil)oner betrad)ten 'oie $rad)t 'oeo net1irnten J.;,im" 
melo mlt ber uoUfommenfien @leicf)gi1Itigfeit*), bie £a).1.plan'tlet un'o 
!Reger Iaffen fief) uon if)ren ,Saubnern mit ben unjinniqilcn ~lnt\llot"· 
ten abfl)eifen unb \ller'oen burcf) Qlefd)ranfung un'tl megrnn3unn be" 
fdebigt. mao @e6urge mit feinen \lliI'oen, ftentbartigen <.S'rfd)einun~ 
qen, bie \lleite Debe ber 6ee erfitfft fie mit mangen un'o @rauen; 
fie ttieid)en bai)Ot 31ttuct'. men actil.len, molfem roir'tl bagegcn @c" 
611rge un'o @:iee feineettiefJo 3ut @ran3e, fonbem eo ijl irJnen uie!mefJt 
ein ~ln~ei3, 'oie 'tl~f)inter liegen'oe ijerne 3u erforfd)en. mie BufJe 'oer 
getmamfd)en !Rattonen \llut'oen \lle'tler burd) ble ~U1ien, nod] burd) 

*) ~. ~ulturgcfdJ, X~. II. ei. 152. 
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bie q:l~renaen aufgef)aTten, ja · gerabe bie rau9e~m un'o tnifbej1en @e,. 
&urge, bie @eli{irge llon !Rorroeqm tm'o IDUttelbeutfcf)fonb, tnurben i~" 
nm 3ur Iiclien -Oeimatf), roie e/3 bie •mpen, si!peninen unb W~renaen 
if)ren morq&ngern geroefen tnaren, bie l.lielf,Hf)e si(nflange an i!Jre fau" 
fafifcf)en Urj11}e barlioten. mie @efd)id)te ber geograpf)ifcf)cn l;rnt" 
becrungereifcn feit Dcecf)o, -Oanno unb sitre:ranber ben rolcicebonier liie" 
tet bie !Beifpiefe bci311 in grofjter S'uffe bar. mer !trieli ncirf) l;rr" 
forfd)ung ber l)'erne ulierroiegt tnof)I ben Mcf) !Befi~, ba ber feGtm 
hleit ef)er 311 liefriebigen ifl, roenn bcie ~rtnorliene grofjcn Umfcing 
emid)t f)cit. mer !trie6 ber S'orfcfJung bcigegen tnad)jl immer mef)r, 
je mef)r bemfcilien Vfof)r11ng ge&oten 1uir'o , . bie feine Jrrcift f)inroie" 
berum jlarft. mie IDlcinniqifaftigfeit un'o ber ®ed)fel ber ~rfdiein11n" 
qen, bie @eroinnung i,on (frgeliniffen, bie burcf) neue B'orfcf)ung roie"' 

· 'oer aligeanbert tnerben, ber .8roeifel, tier mit ber IDfoffe be/3 @;toffee 
road)11, erf)aften 'om forfcf)enben @eijl in jleter epannung unb lieie" 

·{,en if)n aufi:! meue, roenn er burct:, !Beo6ac!Jtunqeµ ermubet iJ1, 3u, 
erfJof)eter sihtfirenqung, bag er tiie IDiaife ber ~rfcf1einungen orbne, 
311 einer llelierftd,t un'o @efcimmtanftd)t gejla!te. mie ber l)'orfd)ung 
'(id) e11tnegenj1effenben aufjeren -Oinberniffe roerben liefeitigt unb in ber 
!Befeitigung berfeflien Hegt elien 'oer grofje Otei3. .mie ed)ruierigfcit 
bee Unternef)mene gielit bemfeI6en erjl feinen ®ertf). mie morfef)unq 
f)at ber IDlenfcl1f)eit bie (fouerbung ber toct:,jlen @titer nid)t leicl)t 
gem,td)t un'o ber IDienfd) mufHe feine Jrrafte auf tine ~od)jle cin.. 
fp,:mnen, um nur bie erj1m (SdJroierigMten 311· u6erroinben. mie 
roidltiqfien -OulfemitteI 9at tiie morfef)ung meijl erjl b,rnn gelioten, 
ncid)bem limite auf cinberem ®ege fd)on grope .8mecfe emid)t ltla.. 
ren. mie aften ijeften unb %gm.1ter f)citten. limite tunjUid)e !Baf).. 
nen 311 si!uofuf)rung if)rer cofoffalen !Bauten, bie Otomer brud'ten lie" 

• reito mit (Stempeln auf !Brot, .Siegel unb ®acto unb roaren ben" 
noct ltleit entfernt llon ben ~ifenhtf)nen unb bent !Bucf,brucf. 

mer !trieli bet ~rforfd)ung bet B'erne f)at 'oie ~f)onifer nacf1 
'oem D'?orben IJOn (fotO\)ll1 an bie !Bernfleinfuj1e Uttb uliet bie eaufen 
be/3 -Omuleo {)inau/3gefu~rt. ijr leitete bie IDZaceboniet nnd) llen in"' 
llifcljen Wtemn, bie mormanner nad) Sofon'D unb ll!merica, llie Wor.. 
tugiefen um bcio morgelit'irge bet guten -Ooffnung, 'oie <Spanier ncid} 
12lmerica, bie Jrofafen nad) (Si6irien unll tiie lllriten nacf} bet eubfee 
unb in bie Wofor5011en. miefer !trieli ltlcir ee, bet IDlungo\)cirf ttn'D 
(foiUii in baa Snnm \Jon 12!frica unb sirre:ranller 1:1. -Oumliolbt in 
bie Urgeliurge llon si!merica fuf)rte. 

~igentf)umlicf} ijl fern er ben actilltn moffern b er t de ti bt t' 
>JR i tt f) ei I u n g. mcio fief uitat einer l)'orfcf)ung, (gtroaB, baa cife 
®a~rf)eit etfonnt root'oen, fucf)t elicn fo fraftig au/3 bent engen Jrreife, 
mo e/3 er3eugt ijl f)muo~utreten, ftd) roeiter 311 l:lerlireitcn unb mit 
bet allgemeinen IDiaife bet ijrfatrun9 i,ber bet Sbeen 3u l:lminigen, 
ruie ein int Snnern tier ijrtirinbe entj1anbeneo @aa oller ba/3 auG bet 
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!tiefe em\)or[ieigen'oe ®affet eincn ~(u/3g,rng a11 'oa6 :lagef3Hc!)t un'o 
in 'oie mtmof~f,,ure fud)t. ®a/3 'oie actil.lcn V?ationcn ent'oecft un'o 
erfun'ocn !Jaocn, 'oa/3 tf,,eilen fie audJ 'ocn an'omtt mit. mer £a\)\)lan'oer llw 
oirgt feincn 6dJatj, 'ocn er muod1cn o'oer gcfun'ocn, in 'oen Sd)o/3 tier 
~r'oe un'o mit if,,m niir'o aucl) 'oa6 @ef,,eimniji feine6 !Befi§e/5 oegr,1$ 
ocn; er tl)ut 'oieji au/3 ijurd)t, 'oenfelben 3u ber!imtt, in 'oem !Be$ 
niujitfe~n, 'oilji er 511 fcl)niac!) ifl,· 'om !Befi§ 'oeffe!ben 311 1mtl)ei'oigen. 
ma!Jin gef,,ort nad)fl'oem aucl) 'oa6 gef,,einmijil.lo!Ie ,8a11berniefen 'oer 
mofornomabett, 'oa6 fief} im munM l.lerliirgt. !Bei bcn actil.len ma$ 
tioncn ~n'oen roir 'oagegen, baji fie HJten @fou'ben offen bcfcnnm 
unb if,,r ®iffen frei mittf,,eilen. mie a!tgried)ifdJcn ll]f,,ifofo1)fJcn, t\ie 
3unger G:f,,rifli, bie 6dJufer be/3 £aotf e niie be/3 \.1JMJame'o, bie ®af$ 
benfer, .f.,11fjiten, £utf,,eraner unb a!Ie bie mannid)faftigen ~{11/3Ieger 
tier <£i,ange!ien l.lertiin'oigtcn if,,re Uelier0eug1111g 'oen anllern, oi!beten 
Jtreife um fidJ, 'oie fief) al!gemad) ernieiterten unb in Jtanwf m/t 'oft 
entl1egengefe§ten SUnfidJt tratcn. mef,,nlidJe <£rfd)ein·11nqen oicten 'oie 
@efd)id)te ber ~{flronomie, 'oie gefd)icl)tlid)en unb 1){)~firn!ifdJen ®if$ 
fenfd)aften bar uni, 'oiefe · 3eigen, baji bie act ii.le WlenfdJenrafie \Jot$ 
511g/31Ueife 'oen !Beruf 1J,1t, 'oa6, ltla/3 fie oft mit .f.,ulfe tier \)afjil.lcn 
a!6 ®af:rl)eit ergdm'oet uni, ent'oecft f,,11t,, al!em ®ic'oerftanbe 5um 
~rot 5um @emeingut bet" gef11111mten ID?enfd)f,,eit 0u mad)en. ;Die 
gfun0en'oflen !Befege f{1r biefen <£'rf,1I1runqf3fa~ fin'oen 1uir in ter @e$. 
fd]id)te bet ffie!iqionen. ;Die· Qledunber berfe!6en erful!cn if,,rcn !Be$ 
ruf mit @efaf1r if,,re/3 ~eibe1l 11111> M:sen6 unb fe~en il)r Mien 
mit !Begeiflerung mutf,,ig ein unb l.lerfd)ntnf)cn eo nid)t, if,,ren 
2ef,,ren mit ijeuer unb 6d11Uett D?ac!)brud: 0u ge(Jcn; fa eG 
tritt baoei bie merfrothbige <£rfd)einung ein, bafj bie \'S'rcu'oe an 
Jram\)f un'o Sieg fid) a!Miaf'o ge!tenb mad)t unb bie 6treiter 'oen 
eigentiidJen ,811:,ecf g,1113 au/3 ben ~lugen ber!imn, baf3 'oie !Befcnner 
'oee 3alam' 3. !B., um ben molfern an ben '6re11ben if,,reG marabicfel3 
l.}(ntf,,eiI 3u l.lerfcl)affcn, fef&ige martern unb morben unb baji ~- lB bie 
mominicaner 'oie fcf)euf3ficfJflen Jrerfer unb Wlarterfommern 311 'om 
~otfalen bet ~ef)tt l.lOn bet d)tij1Iid)en £ieoe etf)Ooen, l1Jl1f,,renb bie 
3efuiten mit roof,,{&erecf)neter 'ffeinf,,eit auf bie erfaf)runqearme 311gen'D 
uni> roeiofid)e 6dJ1Und1e ein~muitfen l.lerftanben, mo fie mit offener 
@eniart nicl)t 'ourcl)fomen. miefe merimmgen be/3 ~riei ea tier IDlit$ 
tf,,eilung aoer l)aben ber ffilenfd1f,,eit 6ei roeitem tiefm ®unben ge$ 
fc{)Iagen are bie rofJeften S.Uualirucl)e ber .e,aofudJt unb bie Ieibenfd)aft"' 
Hd)flen S.Unftrengungen ber ffiuf,,mfud)t auage0eid)neter, 'mit feftener 
Jrraft 6egabter 3nbil.libuen. · ~ie merirrungen bicfer 6eiben ~eibens 
fcl)aften treten immer ungefd)eut uni, offen f,,mor, niaf,,renb 'tiie Suc!Jt 
anbmn fdne Wleinung aufoubringen 'oem l.lerber6Iid)flen aUer £after, 
'oem ber .f.,euc{)efei, eine Afnn;enbe ~aufbaf,,n eroffnet uni, 'oie fanftett 
ffiegungen ber Wlcnfcf1enlie6t im Jreime erjlicft. 

(fo'tifid) ifl nod) unter 'cen innern Urfad1en bet mo Uet n, an" 
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betungen bae Gtreoen nacf} GeT1ifi/Hnbigfeit unb Stei" 
~ eit 311 nennen. \!Bit fe~en bie WtitgHebet bet llrtll.Jen ffiaife af6 
eifetfud)tige !Belva~m if)tet .petfonfid)en \yreif)eit Ullb 9.nenfd)entt>ut'oe, 
af6 f)el'oenmutf)iqe Jram.pfet fut bie l)'teif)eit un'o (Se{{Jjljlan'oigfeit i{)tC6 
matetfonbee. ~rfiegen fte alier im Jram.pfe, Mrben jie 1ieftegt un'o 
liliertt>unbcn, bann imfojfcn jie ba6 !Baterfonb unb fucf)en ftdJ eine 
neue .peimatfJ auf 11nb fie erfd;eincn bann in anbmn £an'oern am 
G:ro{,mr un'o afe !Be3lllinger ber l.lorgef11nbenen !Bel.loffer11ng, ber fie 
if)re ~njlitutioncn aufbringen, bie jie a1ier a11cf] ber (foftur tf)eilf)af" 
tig macf]en, bie lid if)ncn 1imite f)eimifcf] Illar. ftlae 6tre1ien, fid) 
in bet B'erne eine neue ~eimatf) 311 fllcf)en, !)at gcmeinigfid) bie silua" 
)l)an'oerung 'oer ebeljlcn unb liejjtcn Jrrafte ~ur B'ofge, 1vefcf]e b11rd) 
if)re Vlie'oerfoge 'oen Wtutf) 311 erneuter silnjlrennung nicf}t l.lerforcn. 
f)aflen. ftlie oemeinmn Wat11ren, bie ben merfujl if)m ijreif)eit er~ 
traqen, bencn ber lifope lBeft~ 11nb lla6 lief)agfid1e ~afei)n mef)r am 
'Seff,jljlnnbigfeit gift, biefe lifei1ien ji~cn un'o fugen jid), ftlie @e.. 
fd)id)te gielit un6 fur bicfcn 'Sa~ eine anfef)nficf)e Wtenge lBeiflJiefe. 
!.!U6 bie -011nncn ba6 orope gotf)ifcl:ie fficicf] 3erjlort f)attcn, 1vanbtett 
jicf] 'oie fraftiqeren 'Stamme nad) ®ejlen 11nb erfdiienm am ®ejl" 
gotf)en; jie orunbetcn ffieid)e, 11JeidJe ba6 flJater cntjlanbene ojlgotfJi,, 
fcf)e an £elienaba11er lid llleitem i11iertrafcn. ~fen fo gingcn im 17. 
3af)rf)unbert bie 1iforangtcn lBefcnner bc!3 .protejlantifd)cn @fo111iens 
a11£l \yranfrcid) nacf) bent norbfid)cn .etlcutfcf)fonb unb l.lerbrcitetm 
bier cine Wtaffe qeijliger unb gellletbfid)er <£uftur, bic nod) ~cute if)re 
ffiuctlllirtung aujjert. Go lllanbette Md) bcm mifjfungencn mer" 
fud)e, bein Jronigreid)e 5-LIOTcn auf6 ITTeue einc fellijljl&ttbine Gtcffun~ 
in bcr ffieif)e bcr c11ro.pAifcf)cn Gtaatm an3u11Jeifen, bie !Bfutf)e ber 
3ugcnb ht bic B'rembe au6. 

Unter bcn rricf)r aujjmn Urf acf}cn bet ®anbcrunq bcr actil.lm 
momr in bie B'ernc jlef)t obm an ba6 u1i erm aiH fl e mnIll acfJ fen 
be r l8 el.lo lf er u n g in ein3eI11m 1iefd)ranftcn £anbjlricl)cn. \!Benn 
bie ~eimat1J nicf]t mef)r bie Wtittel 3um ~rlllerf, ber notf)igcn !Be" 
burfniffe bar1iietet, lllcnn ber· !Boben nicf)t mcf)r auereid)t, bann lllcn" 
llet jicf) ber rujlige unb unternef)menbc ~f)eil ller lBel.lorfcrung in an" 
bm £anbjl:ricf}e, - ee 1ieqinnt jid) bann cine sir11a11>anbcrung 311 1iif,. 
llm, 11,ie jic fcit. bem 16. 3af)rf)unbert l.lOn ~uro.pa nacf} silmerica 
Gtatt ~nbet unb nod) fortbauert. ®er in ber aftcn -Ocimatf) 
burcf) mer{)aftniffe flCbtucft llJirl), 11)Cr 'f)ier fur feint ~{)atfraft Ult'o 

si.It1icitaluft feinen ®irfungafrei6 ~nben fonn, bet: tvenbet jicf) bem 
neuen £anbe 311 unb l.lctfuc{)t bort fcin .peil. cyr 1iringt ber ncuen 
~cimat{) fcine Jrenntniife, feine lBifbung ;u unb entfaltet jie ~ier ht 
cigentf)umlicf)er ®cife, nad)bem er ben mer{)altniffen entffof)en, bie 
if)n 1ieengten unb {)inbertm. ~6 fann nid)t fef)fen, bajJ l,ei 
berartigen siluB11>anberungen aucf) eine namf)afte siftt0a{)I lllirfficl'/er 
~augcnid)tfc, ja entfd)iebmer mcr1ired1er mit in bie ncue Jjeimatf) 
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fommen un'o neoen 'oem @uten, ltlaa 'Die [)Zaffe 'oer ~uaroanbmr 
3ufu~rt, a11cf} 'oer 6ame 'oea lBofen in )ie neue %f{an3ung mit ein.. 
gefireut roir'o; aUein es ifi ein G:rfa~rungafat?, 'oap 'oiefe ~1ient~eu
ter arnbal'o llOn 'oem .!tern ber neuen lBelloifetung auageflopen un'o 
an 'oie @r.in0en getrielien n,erben, mo fie 'oann bennocf} roiber ®iUen 
®erf3euge bet fortfcf)reitenben (foltur roer'oen, etroa in bet ~rt, n,ie 
man 'oen to'oten 6an'o, 'ocr fein @etrai'oe 3u tragen llermag, mit 
Ouecfen unb 6anbgrafern liefat, ~le man llon gutem lBoben forg• 
faftig auojatet *). 

Bu bemerfen ifi tierbei, 'oap ea fd)eint, aia oli 'oie actille ffiaffe 
ftd} im ®efentllcf)en oei roeitem fcf)nelTer unb fiarfet llermetre, ala 
bie paf11ue, liei 'oer man, mo fie ungemifdit leot, im ~Ugemeinen we" 
ttiger .ltin'oer fin'oet. si!ufier'oem ~aben 'oie pafj'h.Jen molfer 'oie 6itte, 
einen grofien :t~eil 'oer .ltin'oer, naritent!icf) bie roeiHicf)en, gleicf) nacf) 
bet @eburt 3u to'oten, cine 6itte, 'oie 1iei 'llen actillen mMfern ficf1 
nur 'oa fin'oet, \lJO eine offenliare Uelierllofferung bic G:ftern 3ur mer" 
3weifI11ng treilit. ~ie actille ffi11ffe mup ·ulirigena fcf)on um beau,iI• 
Jen 'oie paffille an ijrudjtliatfeit uliertroffen talien, 'oa fie bon einem 
llertaltnifimapig fleinen llJuntte bet G:r'ooberf{acl]e auagetenb fidJ uber 
acre Bonen llerbreitet ~at. Bum :t~eil mag biep barin liegrunbet fe~n. 
bafj 'oie 'Jrauen bet actillen ffiaffe \lJeniger fd)neU lletlilu~en, roaa je.. 
benfaUa i,on bent 1ieffern £oofe alitangt, baa fie llOt 'oenen bet .\)af.. 
fillen ffiaffe lloraua talien. · 

®enben \lJit una nun 311 bet mntireitung bet actillen 
molter un'o itten ®anberungen, \lJle fie aUgemacf) ®tatt ge.
f11n'oen ~alien un'o 311m :tteil nod) ®tatt finben, fo oenmfen roir, 
bafj 'oiefj nicf)t e~er gefcf)iett, are liia baa molf elnen ge\lJiffen @rab 
ber <£uft11r emicf)t ~at. 60 fin'oen rolr 'oie roanbern'oen molfer im 
lBefiij '.oer 311m !2lcfer6a11 not~rocn'oigen Jtenntnlffe, bet -Oanbroerfe 
bee @arbeno, ®eliena, llOT aUem alier ber ®cf}miebefunfi, ble in ben 
·-Ood)ge6urgen !2lfiena ur~eimlfcf) 311 fe~n fc!Jeint. · mie [)ZetaUe, na" 
mentlicf) @olb unb mfen, gelien fidi bem [}Zenfc!Jen fo oalb ala 
lira11d)1iarea [)Zaterial funb, bafj fie geroifj fcf)on fe9r fru9 1ienut?t 
wor'oen fin'o; roit fin'.oen bie lBearlieltung 'oerfellien fcf)on auf fe9r 
nie'oern CS:uiturflufen, roie 3. m. 1iei ben ®ubafricanern **); ia ea ill 
nicf)t un\lJatrfd)einlid), '.oafi 'oie G:~fimoa baa G:lfen, baa i~nen 3u.. 
faUlg llon ber Vlatur 'oargelioten roirb, fdion 3u Ueinmn ®erfaeugen 
ller\lJenben. Um fo me~r mufj baa [)Zetall, roeld)ea in ben Urji~en 
'oer acti1.1en morter fo taujig llorfommt, i,on biefen fd)on frut3eitig 
1ienu§t wor'oen fe~n, role roir 'Denn. uberaU 'oie actii,en moifer, roo 
roir 'omn antreffen, im !Befit? 'oer 6cl)mie'oefunft fin'oen; nut in bet 

*) $. u. a. ufm bM morro&rt.sfd}reiten bet ~uUut in blefet ®elfe· 
~le £ebensbUber au.s beiben .pemtf~~&ten III. 224. ' · 

**) ®· ~urturgefd]. III. 271, tf. 
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6{t'ofee un'o in 'oen ca1i.1tlict:,en .S'ttfcfn, 'oenen eo Mn JjauG auo an ID1e• 
ta rr feT)ft, 9at fidJ auo rolmwr ,rn rolateti11I ble <Sd)miebefonj1 11IT, 
oemud} 11Jie'oet t1crfoten, bugeqen finb bet Jtaufof uo, bao Jjimafo~a· 
ge6utge, f o tuie 'oie l.2Ul)en unb bao not11Jegifd)e @eMtge tttaitr <Si§t 
bet funj1tdcWen <Sd}miebe. mot arfem a6et 6emerfe1101uertf) ij1 
bet Umj1an'o, 'oaO tuit u6eratr im @efofge bet nftej1en actil,en ®an" 
bem bao ~t; obet 'oie !Bron3e finben, bie 11,it f ogat 6io u6et ben 
atfontifdJen Ocean, 6Ul nad} %netica 1.1etfofgen fonnen unb bie u6et" 
~ilU\lt untet 'oen menfmafetn - bet llCtillen ffiaffe cine bebeutenl:le 
<Steffe einnhnmt, 11Jie 11Jit _fp&tet fe9en Mtben. 

· D'focf) biefen 1.1otiau~gen !Benmfunqen 1.1erf0Igen 11Jit ttttn hie 
<Sputen bet lllianberunqen bet actillett ffiuffe 1.10n i~tet mittefofiati, 
fcf)en ~eimatt atto. Vlad) roe{djet ffiidJtung 9in bie ftuf)ej1e ®an• 
berung <Statt gefunben, oo fie i,om .ltaufofuo obet 1.10m .f?imafoiu• 
!JCbutge au/5geganqen, 'oao fin'll B'taflen, bmn !Beantluortung 0ut Seit 
nod) niclJt mogHcl) fl-f)eint. mao aliet fd)eint fid)et, 'oaO fie gfeid}" 
m&pig nacf) 6ei'oen <Seiten {)in <Statt gefun'om un'o 6'rild1te gett11gen 
tat, bie in 6ei'oetfeitiget ffiid)tung eine merf1uutbige Ue6minj1immung 
ieigen. 

~n fef)t fru9et Belt 9at cine lllian'oerung nacl) silfrica <Statt ge.. 
funben, bmn &upetfien ii;unct bao 11Jun'oer6ate moff bet @u 11 n " 
d) e n auf ben can,,tifcl)en '..Infeitt 6if'oet. G:o 6ej1an'o auo roo{)Tge6if, 
beten un'o grol;m ~euten, bie 1.10n ebfet unb ftiegerifd)et @efinnung 
liefeeTt roaten unb ble ben ;tob j1eto bet B'fudJt 1Jot3ogen, g,,n3 im 
@egenfa§ ;u i~tett negerifdim DfodJ6atn auf bent t5'ej1fonbe 1.10n 
silftica*). ®it fin'oen oei if)nen, roie 6ei, arren actillen mationen, 
bie tS'rauen, 'omn 'oet Wcann mettere 9a6en fonnte, 1mtet 'oem <Sd}ul}e 
bet @efe~e, unb gto6e !Befeibigungen betfeI6en rourben roof)! mit 'oem 
!tobe 6eftraft. ~ie @uanctien tatten meger am ecfotien. <Sie lcli" 
ten untet Jtonigen, bmn Gleroaft ·fe9t 1,efdjrantt mat, ofifcf)on i~nen 
auOet(id} grof,e G:9ten6e0eugungen erroiefen routben. Sf)re eii}e ma" 
ten hie @e6utge unb \Jon 'oa am~ trie6en fie mutf)roiliige unb atge 
ffi&u6mien. Uc6et if)re ffiefigion f)mfcf)t in 'oen DfocfJticf)ten tiiel 
®ibetfptecf)enbeil; gerofp ijl: je'oQd;i, 'oaj; fte ein 9ocf)j1eiJ ®efen anet• 
fonnten unb lleref)ttctt, roelcf)eo fte 6ei ffiegennrnngel unb anbmn U~" 
fal!m 0tt IJerfof)nen fucf)ten. <Sie gfou6ten, 'oaj; nacf/ 'oem .'lobe bte 
<Seelen 'oet ID1enfcf)en belof7nt obet 6efiraft 11J11tben unb mit 'oiefe~ 
@fou6cn :r,&ngt aucb bet feftfame .'to'otenmrtuo 3ufanuuen, 'oem _rutt 
bie roenigeri nod) u6rigen menfmak 'ofefet intmffanten Vcation !U 
~erbattfen f)a6en. @a gab unt~t ben @1fon~en eim~ eta~nm, bet 
l:iie £eid)en nmmf1irte, fte in ffite1nen tion B1e9enfe[ emfdinutt: tttt'o 

· f obann in gtofjen @e6ittgoto~fm aaf6eroaf)rte. !!lei bet ~(nfonrt 'ort 
<S~aniet 6efonnten fief) 6ereito me9me bet morne9men !um Silfom, 

*) ~. l!urturgcfd/· III. 351. 
2 
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o!Jne jcbocu bcffen l!3orfcf}riften !Jfluiffen~after 3u {,co£,acf)ten, tuie chua 
t,ie :l fdJerteffen, :tlrufen unb !Bcbuinen. men @ebrnuc!J ber IDlcta[e 
fanben t,ie <S,\Janier nidJt bci ifJnen; man benu~te an bmn <Steffe 
~arte £a1Ja,1Jfotte11, bie man nur ~u fdJfeifen 6rnud)te, um ein 3tuecf,, 
maiiigee @erat{] Ober eine fd)arfe ®affe 311 f)a(1en *). <Sie llerjfont,en bell 
ll!cferfou, bie Jtrhij1e bei3 ®e6ene unt, fJ,1tten namentfict) groiie ~er" 
tiofrit in .:lopfernrl,eiten. 

mae \"S'eftfont, IJ(fricao fin'oen tuir an feinem norb1uej1fidJen unt, 
nor'oiid)ett ffianbe mit ben ID"lauren, t,en un1.1erfennu11ren s,i[(,fommiin" 
gen tier !Bebuinen, {,efeJjt, bie nocf) qan3 bie <Sitten, C,£inric~tungen 
unt, t,ie <S.prnc!Je i{]m UrafJnen 1iei6d)aften f)a6en. ~111 D?orben, tuo · 
tie 'oie i,afji1.1e fdJtu<1r~e 1lr6c1.10Ifmmg auegerottet f)a6en, luurben fte 
t,urcl) fpatere ,IJfJonidfd)e, romifdJe, gernrnnifct)e unb mof)ameb1rnifct)e 

- <Iintuanberungen llcrnnfo iit feficre <Stirn ten 311 HI'om un'o int merfefJr 
mit ben euroi,aifc!Jen unt, aftatifcfJen D?ati·onen 3u 6feif1en. 

:tlie metfrn1'trt,igj1e C,£rjct7einung uietet a(,cr ber £anbj1ricf7 siifri" 
cae, ber ber ajiatifd)en -Odnrntf) ,rnt nad,j1en gcfegen ij1, t,ae am 

· D1ilftrom ge!egene sic f!'.l ~ i,t en. -Oier 1)11tte 1.Jieffeicf)t fd)on Iler bcr 
sicntunft ber actillen C,£inrnanbmr, (,egunftigt bnrc!J 'oie tuunberfore 
~rudJt&arfeit 'oea !Bobena un'o t,urcl) bie iihigen ciimatifcf)en merf)&hniffe 
uuer{Jau1it 'oie .\)afjiue UrbetHlifetulJO 3u einer feI6ftfh1n'dgmn (S;uftur 
jid) entfaften fonnen, 'oie 'om ei111uan'oern'oe1i actillett <St11mmen fofort 
3u @ute font .unb tueid)e fie gTeidJ einer gmiften \yrud)t ofJne IJor" 
f)crgegangene utuf)f11me Qlffrqe .\Jf(ucfen fonnten. ~a mag a(ier biefe 
(fottuanberung nicf)t nttr fe(Jr fn1~ 6eqonnm f)a6en, f;:111bern fie IUurbe 
jebenfaffe aud) fef)r fonge fortgcfe§t, fo bajj burcf? UllifctJung ber 
te[t,en ffiajfen eine neue !Bei,oifmrng fid) 11ifbete, bie getuiffermajjen 
einen IDlitteI11ant, 3tuifd1en fd)tuar!en <Stammen. un'o 'om eingelUan~ 
t,erten IUeijjen (frobmrn b11t~e[te, jene rot{](,raune ffiaffe, 'oie in if)" 
rem ~orper6au tuic in 'oer JJautfad1e offen6are Ue6ergangeforme1t 
3eigt, t,ie jid) fogar noel) in t,en WMmien erf)aitm ~a6en, roddJe . 
'oie &tf)ioi,ifcf)en Jtircf}en6ucfJer 1Jer3imn **). 

*) ttelier biefe Tabon as f. Bory de S. Vincent essais sur les isles 
fortunees et !'antique Atlantide. Par. an XI. @S. 75. m. mc,c,, 

· **) llllir uerbanfcn gen.mere &inftd)t in bie C£tr1nofjt,1p{J{e be~ aften file, 
gl)).ltene uoqugHdJ ben trejfHd,en Wbbffbungen illofdlitti'(i in feinen mo
n.umenti dell' Egitto e della Nubia unb ic(J ncnne ~111.lorberjl bie edien ~man, 
~lg %~fef~ bet f11011Umenti storici, \tlefd)e bie ~ortrait0 bet .lfoUifJC entf)af: 
t~n, bte fammtltd) foufoftf dje @eftd)!eformen 3eigen, b,mn '.!af. 160, 11.1efcf)e 
b1e @ef!cf)te(ormen bet !.lieger, f o mie ber anberen foufoftfdicn ~t&mme gielit, 
mit benen bte megtn,ter in merfefir jlanben, unter benen ftdJ ff d) t far r, i g e, 
lfd)tf)aarige unb £eute mit flraunen unb lifauen Wu gen ftnbcn. 
!pa§ biefe ~ortraft~ ll~n ben artagl)µtifdJen JHmjlfern mit mewugtfcl)n gefer: 
1,1tfg.t wurben, le~rt eine mergfefdjung biefer 3eidjnnnfJen mit ben IDlun~en unl> 
uflr19en !Denfmafen bet ~tofomcrer. . mergr. b,1mit 1\10 r ton's etf)nogr. me. 
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mie <Slcfrfiidite bca aftm meA!J\.lteni:l ;eigt uni:!, tl.Jie 'oie actiuen 
®t&mme 3uerft in eln&efncn, ffcinmn ~attf,,len in 'oai:l V1ffgcbict fo~ 
men, 1uie fie 'i:,ott ffcinm @emcin'i:,m un'o (Staatcn bifbeten, tl.Jie fie 
bann, in af,,nfidict ®cife \1.1ie in ben eu'ofceinfefn 'oie ~tic/:!, cine feu~ 
bale .\;,errfd}aft griin'oeten, bie afeoaf'o, tl.Jie botf, 3ur ~·f,,eofratie fuf,,tte 
tmb tl.Jie bann bataui:l eine ID?onatcf)ie entfian'o, 1uefclie, um ficl} ge~ 
gen nacf)fofgenbe mngtlffe bet actillen Wationen 3~ fd)u~en, biefe erfi 
befriegte, bann fidJ a{,er trndi siCujjcn abfnJfojj unb jeben <£intritt in 
bai:l ~an'o f,,artn&cfifJ 1Jet1ueigette. 

men meg~ptcn .au/:! fan'i:, nber et)1eni:l ein si!u1lfiromcn ber <for~ 
tut_ nacf) ®efien ·un'o nacf) 8{1'i:,en, 'oann aber nucf) cine ffiucfroirfunq 
nad) siCficn (Stott, roie bie ag~ptifcfJcn_ mcnfmafet nuf arnbifd1cm 
Qlo'oen oemeiflen *). Cfo gefd)af) bie[l forool)f butcfl eigentHdJe <£0Io~ 
nien, 'oie geroiffermafien 'Ilic @r&n311Jocl)tcn fut 'oa1l &g~ptifd)e ffieicf) · 
auomad}tcn, af1l aud) 'outcf) B'It'id)tfinge, bmn firebenbet @dfi fidJ 
bcn im matetfonbe 'ourcl) bie fireltfJBCflfie'oette .\;,ieratd)ie gcbotenm 
Qlefd)ranfungen nid)t ;u unterroetfen umuod1te, ruie benn JMropi:l 
un'o J'tobmoo ng~ptifcf)e <£uftut auf griedilfd)ett Qloben 1Jet.\Jffon3ten. 

Bun&qifl ber a~atifd)en .\;,cimatf) fint,cn IP it am ba/3 uot31'1g"' 
licf)fle ®im'oeruoff in roej'Uicf)Ct ffiicfJtung 'oie mr,,on ifet I bie na~ 


· mentfid} 0ur eee ruitffam ruaren. ®ao ben mraoern 'oie ®ufie, baa 

tuar ben mr,,onifern bie <Sec; fie \pecfte bie gan3e <foergie ber Vfafa,n, 

'oie fcl)on ftttf,, bie nufjetfien muncte bee IDlittefmcmi:l emidJtc 1m'o 

fo'oann in J'tartf)ago unb filfofjifien fidi fefie Drte miclJtete, ruaf,,~ 

nn'o paraffcf mit if)r bie Qle'ouinenfi&mme nm innern ffianbe uon 

Sl[frica f,,in3ogen. men f)ler auo bef1td)iett 'oie mf)Onifer bie ®cfi~ 

f1tfle uon si(frlca, bie oritifd)en Snfein unb 'oie J'tufien ber Dfifee. 


miefJ ift 'Iler uon ben ~odrncourgen nae{) ®efien gerid)tete etrom 
'oer actiuen morter. Sn af)nficl)er ®eife fon'o 1.,ieJfridJt qTcidneitig, 
roenn nid)t friif)er, cine 6 t ro 11t u n g 'o er act i tic n ffi a ffe i 11 ofi~ 
li cfJ er ffi i cfJ tu 11 g <Stott, afo 'oeren ~n'opuncte bie Snfdn bcr et'ib~ 
fee erfd)einm 1mb ruorunter namentncl) bie merf1n1'itbigen eteinwioffe 
'oer Dflerinfef nf1l ubetaua midJtiqe <:Denfmafe 0u bentctfen fin'tl. mte 
~11fein tier 6u'ofee ;cigcn cine fd)IPar3e llrbe1.1offerung mit Hcf)ten 
.f.,ettfr'fJern, tmb a[c (foftutbenfnrnfe gef)Otcn 'oen fcttmn an. miefc 
(foftur'oenfornfe I namentfid) bic groom 1jof~crnen @ottctHI'!lcr I bic 
6cf)ni§atbeitcn mit ben feltfamen groteofcn Qlif'oungen, 'Ilic auo etci~ 
tten aufgcfC§ten ffodJett :tribunnfe, bann bie %feiierrei1jen ber l)Jfori,1~ 
nm, n,1d)fl 'oer feubafifd)cn un'o tfieofrntijd)en mcrfaffunq fe1Jen roir 
auf ben nad} Snbien 0it fiegenben Snfcfn, namentlir'f) in Saua Inciter 

merfunqen u&et ~Ht&g~i,tcn in 't>cn transactions of the American. Phil. Soc. 
vol. IX, uno bornm3 int ~( u ~ (,tut> 18H. ill. 307. 

*) @;. !.l1ic&uf)r mcife nad) ~(rnbirn I. 235. Delaborde Arabie petree, 
~. 43. Vl(,t,igcr ~n 111:clljtcbtl !llcift•n in Wrn&icn II. 15. 
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tntn:idelt, in f)cd:ftet Q:lcUmi::unq ahr in :'sn'tien, (ffina unt )Jpn. 
~n tn !ffieife nun, trie Ht Guitur i:er Sutfeeinfefn mit 'ttt 11hr, 
tinjtlmmt, ktefd:e tie S:i:;inier hi ten Giu;m:ten 'ter c.:in.1rifd·m 'Jn• 
fefn rcrf.1nten1 ('at aud) t[e a-1~+tifd'e (fortur einr merfruurti:Je liefer• 
tinjlimmun 1 mlt ter inr:iiiim uni:- <tineiii±en, tie feite qiel±m/ii;i:i 
an 'tm Ufern ter qrcJ;m Sttcme i('re i.)_lcittefruncte bhn, tie hire 
in einer qenauen ("5fieterun:i ter (teie[ffcraft nad) 'Jnnen unb int 
firenqen 2UfcffuJ; ter ("5dn;en i~r fBefte~en ;u ilcfern ju±tm. 'l!ud> 
l)Cn tiefm c~lirhn Guitumr~en heitetm fief? tie StrnHm H~mr 
(".lef.ttunq unb tiefmr Ginjic:f:t ufer tie :Jladifor11.1.1tm aus, tvit 
tie (fofcnim ter Gtinejm auf :'sa~a, ten Qlf:ifininm, tann in ,\lorea 
djineilfte (foitur n:eiter truqm unb mie rcn 3n'tien aus tie fBut" 
ta~Ie~re ten gan;en ,Cften ucerihomte. 

Wiittm innen ;miidlm tiefm mejliitf)m a"fricanifd'en unb tern 
ctUictm ajiatifdlm Guiturqehiete enthlineite fief) am Cfo+('rat unb ~i" 
gris in fru~er .Seit fdlon eint (fo!tur, tie freim (5-ormen 0eiqt. !ffimn 
mir in 121:eq~.rtm roie in :'snrien rcr;uqiihleiie tern t~eofrntiimm (Ht"' 
mente fqegnm, tas in :t~fet mie in :'saran nod) qeqenhlartiq rae 
torf)mfd,ente, in Gn,ina afer romiqftms als Giruntfoqe tes St.late• 
Iehns nfd)eint, fo tafen tie aiten ffieicf)e 'cer fBaf~fonier, 2!if~rer, 
9Reter, q_lerfer unb ~frahr freim ij'ormen unb es tritt Ner 'rae 
melt1i¢e Giemmt tea :Stcrates in bm mor11erqrun11. Jinbm ttJir in 
!lleg~ptm roie in 3ntim ben tlofttljet§mus tor~errf cf,enb, fo erfroeint 
hi ben ton ~iefopctamien auGgeljmten moifern ter filconot~eismus 
feit uraiter 3eit uni, rcn bier aus terheitete jidi rerfeife nad) al" 
Ien fanbern ter ~rte. :Se!(,ji afs !JJlofes feine .f.,ehaer, bit turct, 
lange Jinecvtfd)aft unter ben fOf~tljeiftifctm !l!eq~ptern in 5.!lerktil're" 
rung 1:1erfaffen hlaren, Hefem ,3ujtanre mtreijim moffte, fe~ieft er 

, ;mar hie aq~ptifcre, auf ten mof~tf)eiGmue feqrunbete qlriejtmerfaf" 
funq fei, fuf)rte 1ie a fer tennocfi bem 9Jlonot~eiemus roieber ;u, ber 
if}re uriprungfid)t, 6ei affen fnehuinm ljeimifcf)e ffiefiqion, gemefen roar. 
mon f)ier aus 1:1erfreitete Jicf) ter 3Mam ha :Spanien vin. . 

Jjierljer afer nacb rem \'.Suben fcfirint in her. Ur;eit ber ft£rfjie 
<Strem ber faufojifdien ffiaife jid] erqoifen ;u b,afm, f}ier trltt fie 
fd)~n in ter. afteften .Seit am bid1teftm auf, · ron {)ier aus ;ogen 'riefe 
<Stamme wetter nad) <Sutojten unb qefan~ten fo Hs in bie fern ften 
'Jnfein ber :Subfee. Jjier ftn't'en jicf) aud) bie &Itejten menfmafe 
eines freimn etaateiefena unb freimr Jtunft*). 

\illie mir nun im 8utm eine bCi'i'eite :Stromunq ber acti1:1en 
fficrffe in hie l)'erne fanhen, namiid) eine oftfid)e unb ~ine mejUid)e,
fo ijl aucf) int '.Jlorhen i,om fclpuaqen unb fa 1l\,ifd) en 
9J1 eere cine a{Jnficf)e Stromun9 in pviefacf)er ffiid)tun9 nad)rueisficf); 

*~ .!llergreid}e bamit He l!lotta'fd}cn ~etidJte tilier bie ~fu~grabungen 
von !Jhnn,e im Journal asiatique. 4rue Serie. !,!3t,. JI. ff. 
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' tier fcfJeint a&er 'oer nacfJ ®ejlen gef)en'oe Strom 'oer jl,hfm, 
f o 1uie itberf)aupt 'oerjenige geltlefen 3u fe~n, tier ben gtojjtm <finf[uO 
auf bie @ejlaftung 'oer mettfd)Iict)en @efe[fd]aft un'o ,mf 'oie (fotmicfe• 
lung 'oerfdben f1efJaot {Jat. • 

l!Uo 'oa!'.l aftejle in <furopa eingeroanberte actb.Je 'Eoff finb luofJf 
'oie meI a i3 oer 311 betrnd)tett, bie erjl in @ried;enfon'o, 'o111m in Weit~ 
teiitaHen auftteten, nadJbem fie bon 'om neucinltlan'oernbrn Jj er en ett 
I.Jet'otattgt ltJOt'oett ltllltett'. !.l/ot'ofid) I.JOit i{)tten f{nt,en ltJir 3t1ttild)fl 
'.Jb erer, I.Jon 'omen b11£l ltltm'oedidJe @ebutgi3lJoff 'oet l.!foefen fief) 
nod] bii3 je!Jt erfJaften {)11t, 'oann abet 'oie Jr d ten, bie in Dbetita!ien, 
3'ranfreicf) un'o 'oen (1ritifct,en Snfeln ifJre Jjeimatf) fan'oen. l!htf bie , 
Jreften folgten bie @ermamn, 'oie 'o,10 Jjer3 bon <futo.\)a einnafJmen. 
,Sufe§t etfolgte t,ie (fo11uanbm111q f(a1.1ifd)er 6tamme. 

mae 'oiefe <fittllJ,mberer naf7men 1.Jor3ug£h1Jeife in 'oen @eburgen 
if)ren ®ofJnfttJ un'o t-ai3 <Slebiirge Illar lJOrnefJmlictJ 'oer Drt, ltJO fie 
fid) am fdJon11en ent11Jicfeiten unll 1uo fie am tteueflen if)te <fioen" 
tf)umfidJfeit (•e1ucr(Jrten. ~ie •.U~1enninen un'o 'oie fu'olid)m l!ffpen, 'oie 
'oeutfdJen '2Hpen unil ber tf)t'irinoer ®,1I'D 1uur'Den 'oie ei!Je tom,rn" 
tifcfJet ~oefie 1m'D ffiitterlid1feit, llJie 'oenn auct) bie eforuen nur in 
'oen @egen'i)en, 1uo fie am @efcutfJOllOifet erfcl)einen, llJie 3. !B. in eer" 
Hm un'D in ')Jrontenegto, if)ren foufafifd)en ~~pua treu er(Jaiten f)a~ 
ben. ~ie eforuen muud)fen in ben @eburgen 3u fraftiom 1 freien 
un'o titterlid1en Qlomftammen, entruicferten eine e'olm morafif dJe unb 
inteff.ectue[e (fortur, ltl11f)ren'o fie in 'oen ffodJen un'o e(,enen £ant-en 
'oie lloroefunbene Utoellofferung ;mar bo[flan'oig unt~tjoctJten, alTein 
feine fell'ftftan'Dige Cfoftut f)etbotbtinqen fonnten. 

memerfeni3roertf) ift nun, 'oajj fajl gfeidneitig mit 'oen (fonuon" 
bm111qe11 ,\.'efoagifdJet, Mtifcfiet un'o fJeltenif~et et,imme eilwrne 
o'htd)tlin9e oua %g~i1ten I.Jon einet an'oern eeite in @rieclJenfonb un'o 
'}toHen un'o aui3 mr,onicien in ~.\)anien un'o @amen einttafcn, roefd)e 
bie ffiefultate einer (foltut mit ficl) fuf)tten, t>ie bmia in rufJigmn 
~ebem3formen qemonnen 1uotben ltJaten. 

• iiHa menfmal 'oiefet meoemvcm'oerungen fann 'or1il ag~l)tijil:enbe 
G:fement gcltcn, ltJeldJciJ in ben &fteftm etrui3fifd)en, griecl)ifd)en un'o 
na((lfd)m Jfunftluerfen erfd)eint un'D ltJeldJeil fid) foqot im fernen 
ffilcxico 1uiet>erfln'oct, 1uof)in ei3 lJic[eidJt butd) fcltifd)e i)'fa'icfJtlinge I.JOit 
'}rfon'o aua georacf)t 1uur'oe. %fJn1id)e. menfnrnfe im tf)eofrotifdJen 
.~unflfl~I fin'oen ltJit in Vceufeefon'o, in t>en '.Jnfefo t>ct 611bfce, in 
'}oba, 1uo(Jitt aui3 'jn'oien un'o CHJina 'oie erflen G:femente 'oa3u ge.. 
brad)t 1uut'Oe11. flficfJt minbct merflut'ir'oig ifl 'llie ffit'tcf11Jirfung, llJddJC' 
bie Jjelenen ouf ifJre affotifd)e ~einrnt~ l't(,ten, un'o ltJie fie i~te G:ul" 
tut um ben ga113en Jt{1jlenrnn'o bei'.l 111Httclmeerei3 un'o bee 'oamit 3u~ 
f11111111cnfJangenben ®criferqc1'ictci3 1.1erheiteten. ~ie~ 1uar noel} mcl)t 
bcr l)'alT, am in Stalien 'oie ffiomer i~re -Ocnjd)oft grt'mi:cten, om 

·mom ber <£entrall)unct bet gefammten rultillirten ocdi:-rntalifct,m \lTieTt 
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1uur'oe un'o {)ier bie f,ei i,cn l2!eg~\)tem, W~onifern unb @riect:Jm er" 
1Dacbfene (foftur eincn moraHfrl1cn ,t,.1It\)unct fanb, bcn tuc'oer IJJlem" 
ptie' nod) Jtart~ago, 1ue'oer, l2(tfJm 1mb ®\)arta nod) lllle:ran'oricn 
in llicfer ®eif e 'oargef,otcn ~atte. , , 

@leictneitig mit 'oer G:uftur 'ocr @riecf1en entlutcMte .ficfJ m bm 
~an'omt norbluej1Hcl) i,cr iicr\Jen, in @amen, Qlrit,mien unb in bm 
fublicf) 'oer 5.Donau gcfegcnm JMtenlanbem eine gnn3 eigent~umli,d1e 
~ultur, 'oie nuf ~m:fcfJaft bee l2(ncle unb bcr qlriefterfdJaft ncnrun" 
bet 1uar unb 'oie timint mit ber gried)ifd)cn 311 bcr romifc'f)ett (fof.. 
tur er1uud)o. 5.Dae ticratifcf)e C£'fement, tucfcf)eo im etaatefebcn bet 
ffiomer borfJm:fcf)t, baa montifkat, 'bae l2htg11rcntuefcn, · bie nan3e 
@ruttbfoge bet romifcfJen etaatGrcHgion ftammt aua bet artteftifd1cn 
.Seit, eoen f o tuie bie .lt~fforcnmauem t1on mefore uttb <£offa. 5.Die~ 
feo tfJeohatifcl)e C£'fement a(,er \Dar f o m,1cf1tig un'o fJatte 'llie gnn~c 
c:Jfotion f o butcfJ'orunqen, baij ea fic'f) a(,ermafe fraftiq geftcn'o marr,te, 
nnd)bem 'oao -OeI'octtt{Jum, tuefd1ce hie tcffenifcf)cn <£imuan'omr feit 
i,er .Seit bet ~rojanerfriene tin~uqe(1r.1d1t tatten, 'ourd) ~u:rne un'o 
Qlertueid)lid)un,l tuie'oer berfclnuunllen mar. l2l!o 'oie ein'otinnen'ocn 
gernrnnifcl)e11 ~el'oenfcf)narcn bie @e1uaft 'oce romifcl)en .lttieqej1,1ateo 
gehodJen !Ntten, am 'oie romifcfJen IJJlncf)tfJnoer erfonnten, 'on\3 'oie 
mnterieUe Jtrnft, 1uelct1e fie biefJer gctrnqen, erfcf10\)ft fe~, bil'octen fie 
fief) cine ne4.e ,t,mfcf)aft, tuefcfJe auf bet Qlerfd)mcf~ung i,eo feftifcl)" 
romifcfJen !lMeftertfJuma mit i,er ~efJre G:~riJ1i omitete, bie 'ood) bon 
,t,nue auo gegcn jeglicfJe \).lricfterf)mfdJaft gerid)tet Illar. eo erlDnro 
fief;) bie clDige ffioma neue Jtrnft un'o 'oarnuo gej1nftete fie!) jene 6e::, 
1u11n'oerung{l11Jurt-iqe romifdJe .ltitd)e, 'oie fo fong'oauern'oen, tiefen G:in:: 
frujj nuf 'Die Glcjfoft1tng <£'uro.\rno, auf 'Die C£'nt11Jicfef1tn9 bet gnn3en 
IJJlenfd1f)eit net'iH ~at. 

5.Die llierte gn1jje c:£:intuanllCtunfl in C£'uropa ift bie bet oer m n" 
nif cf;) en mo If er, 'Die jicf) um 'Die .lt11)1cn bet Dµfee un'o Vlor'ofee 
nnjiebertcn · tm'o llon 'oa nuo an~ bcn tier au/3munben'oen @;tromen 
tinauf11iegen. 5.Der ffitein, 'Die ®efcr, bie C£'f6e, 'oie D'oer, 'oie ®eic'f)" 
fef, bie 5.Duna 11J1tr'oen 'Den germanifcf/en Qloffem 0u ®egtueifmt 
fur 'one ronf'olie'oed'te inn ere @e6urg/3 ~ un'o 'i5'focf1fon'o. mlefe <£in" 
tuan'oerung fdJeint nic!Jt auf eittmnf bot fid] gegangen 511 fetn, 
aucf) fan'o fie je'oenfnUo . nuf me(Jr nie einem ®ege etatt. .5.Die 
5.Donnu, bet lnuq, bet 5.Dnieµet un'o 'oer 5.Dne\)er, fo 1uie bie ®o!ga 
1uarm llieffeicf)t 'Die 1Jor3ugfid)j1en ®egtueifer*) fur 'oie l2:fue1uanbmr, 
111t 'omen tin jie in 'Die tteftficf)en un'o nor'oficfJen 2an'oer, gefongten, 
llon. luo auo jie 'Dann 6it! an 'oie Diifee u11'o ~i11{1£,er nncf) ecat]'oi::, 
nallten llor'ornngen. 5.Die Dftfee 1uur'oe f1ir 'oiefe !Eolfer b11ffcffe, llln/3 
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f1h 'oie · \)efoaqifcf) ~ f)eITenifd)m 'oaa Ul1ittefmeet tuat, 'oet ~Mfetnrnrft• 
~fo~, un'o luie auf 'cent ?Dlittefnteet erfcf)ienen aud) f)ier 'oie QJ{)onifer 
un'o orad)ten 'Die ffiejuftate fu'Dlicf)er (foftur f)ierf1er. 5Die 1H1f111Je 
Utoe1Jofferunq ttmr'oe in 'oer ITTa~e 'oer @eb1hqe role an 'Dem eee• 
ufer am fruf)ejlen un'o am gnin'Diicf)fie11 £,e3tuunqen. - Sn ecan'oi• 
n,11.Jien tultr't>e j1e in 't>en untuirtf)ficf)ften ~f)eif 't>efJ fan't>ea 311rt'1crqe, 
'orangt, ncrd) £a-1-11Jfon'o un'o g'[nnfan'o, an'oerroarta ntupten j1e j1cfl 
in bie llr1uafber, 11.1ie in Wf)nuen 1111b l.l.Men, 3un'icr3ie()en. 

5Die oot(Jifd)en, fonqoonr'oijdJen, ruqifcfJen, ourqun'oifc{)en un'o 
fueuifd)en mo!fer fomen fo'onnn nua ecani)ina\Jien un'o von 'Der Dftfee 
3un'tcf un'o 1uc11'oeten jtdJ n,1dJ 'Dem eubcn un'o 'oem JMtenfon'De; 'oie 
ijrnnfen f)atten if)re11 ,Suq trnd) ®ejten 1m'o n,1f)men 'Dae uori:fict;e 
ijrnnfreid) un'o 'oen 9i'ie'DerrfJcin, lullf)ren'O Jriejen, ll(ngcfn, ®ad1fen, 
'.Juten, 5Danen un'o 1.Jlormanen 6'nqfonb, ecl)ottfon'o un'o Srfon'o bes 
fud1ten un'o 'oort eiqenc .gerrfdlaften qrun'oeten. Sa jle gingen tlOll 

'.Jrfonb auc fLlfJ,1t 1rnd) 1Umerica, mdct1ea £,mite tor if)nel} fe!tifd)e 
ijft'td)tfinqe 1.1011 Srfon'o nua hjud,t 511 f)dfot fcfleinen. _ 

®ar bci 'oen .fieften 'oaa tf)eofrntifct,e <Ifrment torf)errfd1enb, 
f o erfd,einen 'Die. germanifroen ®tam me ii6eraU ala lBefreier tJL'llt 
l.l.lriefierjod); j1e '3eiqen 1111ct,fi 'Den ~eUenen 'oie mdjle ll!ef)nlicHeit 
in gefefffctJ11ftfid1er merfcrffimfJ, 1uie in 'Dem ®taotc" un'o QMfcieoen 
mit 'Den fnufaj1fd)en Qlolfern. €lie fti1r3ten 'oaa lllriefiertf)um, tuof)itt 
fie fomen, un'o tuo j1e baffel6e torf,m'Den, muvte ea. einer freiern 
Jorm lueictJen. 

@~roiji ifr, 'oajj bereitc tor llfnfunft 'ocr gmuanifdjert €t&mme im 
f1eutigen o;rnnfreid), in 'oen ITTieberfon'Den, am ffi~ein unb on ber 5Donau 
cine fcftifctJe .e,mfct,aft oejlan'oen f)nt, roefd)e t,ie 1.iornefuni'.'ene \)af" 
j1te Urvetolferunq be,roungen un'D jtd) 'oienfil,ar ge1tt11l1't ~.1tte. Bum 
1Jrlijien ~f)eife monen ~ier aud) bie feftifdJen 4;,erren j1cf) mit 'Derfer~ 
ven omitc terntifd)t qef)afit f)aben; bnrauc 11rnr eine 2lrt ~Ritter" 
jlnn'o 3roifd)en !Be()crrfd)ten un'o !Bej1egten ~cruorqegnnnen, brr bie 
f1ernnfomnte11'Den ~ermanen afo iEefrf[er ton i'.'er -OerrfctJaft bee 
~{t,efa .un'o ber QJriefier cttt~1fii1n un'o j1cf) ttnt f o fm1bit1er 11n j1e 
,111jcf)foji.. 

5Diejj fd)eint 1111'111entfirl) am m/e'Derr~ein unb in ifi3t'j1~,{1.1Ten 'oer 
o;afC qeroefrn 311 fel)n, 1uof{1r mcfJme tiftorifd)e 3',1Cta fi,red)en. 
®ir finbcn tier nod) {)cute i'.'ae \.(ant, qleict111111jjiq unter foutcr freie 9.nan" 
ner tertteift, bmn je'Drr fein~n eiqencn -Oof f)at, uad) bem er j1dj 
neunt. ®ir fin'Den Ner feine lBurnen, tue!dJe fitr Gi1wine ber ®i§ 
Nr .e,errfct,aft un'o ft'1r t,ie an'Dern t,er ber llnterbruchtttfl qc11.1or'oen. 
'Vie urfi,n1nqficben Mtifdlen .~ierrfct1er, bie QJriejler, cntluid)en 11110 
t,iefen @eqen'Den nact) 'Den {,ritifdJeit 'Jnfdn tm'ti bic ciqentfictJe me.. 
t,olferunfl tmnifdJte fid) mit t,cn 6Jcrnrnnen ~u einer ein5iq~n \l)lciffc, 
1tJCld)e uon 1tn11 an ncft,hft if)re o;reifJeit mit hr f1rojitm ,\j,ntnacl'if1• 
feit flCiJm jcr,en frcmbcn %1griff 1.1ertfJdi'.'iqte. 3d) erinnm nur an 
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bie ~11rtnactigen Jtam1-,fe ber IS'riefen unb C£fJe,rnefet gegen ~ie ffio,. 
mer 'r)er 6acf)fen gegen bie 3'ranfen, ber -OoUanbcr gegen bte 6.\rn" 
nier: mie mate ber 6ee trng roefentrid) ba~tt M, ben freiern <Sinn 
biefer moff6ftamme 5u er~aitm tmb if)re Jtrafte 5u roe cfen, ba~er 
tuir ~ier bie Urt1§e ber beutfcl)en ,\?anf1i, bantt a6er ben ..f;,eerb 
ber grojjartigen ~oUanbijcf)ett (fofonim finben, roelcf)e fief) M,er bie 
gan3e (hbe berlireiteten. mie @egen'oen um bie IJJlunbungen 'oea 
ffifJein/J, 'oer ®efer un'o ber (gflie fin'o ber @run'o un'o lBo'oen bie~ 
fer (grfcfJeinungen. 

Sn ecan'oinabien, tueldjea in 3'oige 'oer UnfrudJtuatfeit bea lBo" 
bena unb ber ffiat#)eit feinei3 {)immel/J roofJl niemala fef)t bid)t lie" 
1.1offert roar, fanben bie ein'oringen'oen @ermanen feine tertifdJen mor" . 
faf)ren. mie Urlieuofferung entluictj uor ifJnen in ben rau~eften, 
nor'oiid)ften .'U)eif bea £anbea un'o fie fonnien baqer ba/J £ant, ganJ 

, 	in lBeji§ ne(Jmen. (gi3 geftaiteten fief) ba~er merqaftniffe, tuie fie be'r 
Jtaufofui3 er3eugt ·~at. (ga entfian'oen luie bort in ben :ttjlllern @e,. 
mein'oen, bie fief} bon llfcter6au unb !lliefnucfJt na~rten, unb ei3 ent" 

' 	tuicfelte iicfJ, ungef)emmt uott aufjmn ll(ngriffen, jene eigentqumlicfJe 
<£uit11t1 rueicf)e uni3 in ber altnor'oifcf)en £itetatut, ffieiigion un'o mer:: 
faffung entgegentritt. mie 3a9freicfJen !.811cf1te11 bea tanbea tvurben 
'oie ..f;,eimatq tticfJtiger 6d)iffer, rueicfJe tfJeila bie t'tlietmtttqige, font\.'f" 
luftige 3ugenb in fcrne £anbe fuf)rten, tfJeiia ben ft:ieblid)en -Oan:s 
befeuerfeqr lieforgten. mie qeimfeqren'oe 3ugenb liradJte reid)e 6cf/a§e 
uon itjren .R:rieg/J3ugen qeim, fut tuefdJe bann bie afteren un'o frie'o" · 
lief) gejinnten 9.1,anner £elien/Jlie'ourfniffe un'o £urutlartifef aua fernen 
~&fen in bie nut ftiefml!tterfidJ gelUafJrenbe -Oeimat~ eirif1't9rten. mie 
Oftfee rourbe f o bet Wforft einee grofjartigen morterbetfefJra, 
an tuefdJem bie \l]tjonifer, .R:eften, ffiomer, ja fellift ll{ra&er !2fnttjeil 
fJatten, 1t1ie bie an bm @eft,1'oen berfellien gefunbenen romifcf)en unb 
Iu11icfJett ID,u115en unb ·unetaUfacfJen lieroeifen. . . 

(g[genttjumfidj ift 'oen J{qufajiern t'ilier~au.\)t, borne~mlid) alier 
, 'oen @ermanen bai3 3nftitut bea @efolgea, baa fid) liei i~nm 

liefon'oere felt bem cimurifdJen .R:tiege lm grofjartigften ID1aaefta6e 
gcften,b mad)te. mie u6er3a~Hge junge germanifd)e ID1annfd)aft, be" 
ten u{,erfµrubelnbe Jrraft bm georbneten ffied)trl311flanb bei3 £anbei! 
11efcf)tanfte un'o benen 'oie 3ag'o nidJt uoUe !Befriebigung ge\Ua~rte, 
fie Ute S.,,eerfa{)rten un'o {grolierunga3uge an, roefd)e aUgcmactJ gan3 
~uroµa Ha a~ ben fubf\d)en ffianb bee Wlittelmeeref unkr germa,. 
mfd)e ~errfd111rt lirad)ten. Wod) ie§t finb arre :t~rone bei3 d)tiJ1lidJm 
{gurov.a m~t ..f?eryfdJern beutfdJen 6tammee uefet,}t un'o germanifcf)e 
<£0Iomen ulier bte gan3e {grt,e berlireitet. maa @cfolge roefd)ei! 
~m Jfouf~fuG un'o in ber arauifdJen ®it~e am ffiau63ug, 

1

im beut,. 
1die~t filhttef~rter alG 3'afJrt. auf llllientf)euer 1111b ala .R:teuMWJ er~ 
fd)emt, f)at m ben liemaffneten ~ofonien 'oer gmnanifd)m un'o bet 
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1>on i9nen auf'o Verne geroectten tomanifcljen ITTationen feine f)odjfte 
Qfoouif'oung aufauroeifen. 

mie £fo'oet 31nifcfJen 'oet ®efet, 'oet eaafe, 'ocn Qff.\)cn unb bem 
Ural lnur'oen feit fru9ct .Seit 1>on gernrnnijc{Jen ~eerf)aufcn ttn'o Gk= 
folgefcfJaften 'o11rd>3ogen, bie tf)eifa aua bem staufofua nad) bmt 
nor'omcftlid)en <forol)a gingen, tf)eifa 1.10n bortfJct, namentncf) auo 
6rnn'oina1>ien 3uructfomen. 3n bem £an'oe 51nifd)en 'ocr (£(be un'o ®eid)" 
fcI fin'oen 1nit 6ue1>en, ~ernmn'ouren, £ongoliar'oen, murgun'oen, 
ffiugicr, ~erufer ttn'o an'om gropm un'o fleinm ~eer9aufen um" 
~er3ic9en, Iangm o'oer fuqm Beit in einer CSJeqen'o imroeifen unb 
fo gmnanifd)e 6.prad)e, 6itte, (fortur un'o ffieligion auo6reiten. 
6ie u6cn groj}en (£inf(uj} auf 'oie fdjon 1.1or9an~ene Urlie1.10Iferung 
un'o limiten biefe 3u f)o9em (foltur 1>or. 

l)'an'o nun aud) f)ier 'oer stern 'oer acti1>en, germanifdJen ®an" 
'oem fcine lifeilien'oe ~uf1cft11tte, trieli fie 11ucf) 'oao etre&en nacl} me" 
fi§, ffiu()m un'o er()ofJetem £c{,cnagenuj} 'oem eu'oen un'o 'oem ®e" 
flcn JU, fo lifie6en bod) 'oie sitlten, 'oie IDlu'oen un'o ®un'oen, 'o(e 
!Bequemen un'o mit fficid)tf)tmtern u6crfoj1ct~n {)men 3ur11ct uni) 
31uar um f o 3af)frcid)er je na(Jer fie bcm !I-Jeften ltJaren un'o fe mcf)r fie 
in 'ocr Vcatur 'oco £an'oeo %1flange an ifJre foufofifdJe o'oer fcan'bi" 
na1.1ifd)e ~eimat9 fan'oen. maf)et finben 1nir in 'oen 'oeutfcf)en <ile" 

• {1urgen aucf) tie reinften germanifd)en Hon'of)aariqen !Be1nof)ner; 'oa" 
f)er 3eigt 'oer Often meutfdJfon'oo 'oie Ue&ergnngcformen aucf) in bet 
!Be1>olferung. 

mer alte (foUecth,nnme bet ®an'oerft&mme, 6 u el> en, bie e&en 
bie oftricfJe ~&rfte 'oco aften CSJernrnniena inne 9atten, fd)eint mit bie" 
fen j1eten Bligen in mervin'oung 3u fhf)en, ro&f)renb 'oer stern her 
fej}f)aften, namentficf] hm3 norbmej1lidJe meutfdjfon'o lie1no9nenben 
Q.Joffoft11mme 6 n ffen genannt rour'oe, menn eo gart 'oaa mer9&ft.. 
niji 3tt fenen auo3u'orihfen. 

Sn hem CSJeviete, 1nefd)e/J hie f11e1>ifd)en molferfdJaftm inne f)at" 
ten, fin'oen 1nir aTferbingo heutfd}e @e&urgo" un'o l)'fojjnamen (1nie, 
3. !B. IDH.f1ni'ou,. G:rweliur!Je, (£!lie, eq{e, G:rfter u. f. In.), fo 1nie 
;af)freidJe 6tein'oenfnrnfc, !Bron3en un'o gelirannte (£rben, bie benen 
in ®eft'oeutfcf)fon'o gTeicf) fonunen, a[ein feit 'oem 6. Satrf)un'oerte 
1mfem BeitmlJnung erfcf)eint f)ier cine !Bellorferung, roefcf)e bie freien 
Snj1itutionen imloren ~at, hie in ben tein'oeutfd)en @egenben fo arr" 
nemein jinb. mie IDiaffe tier ITTation ifl in bie 6cfa1ierei 3uructge" 
funfen, fie ij1 in 'oen !Befit 1neniget -Omen gerntfJen. miefe f)a6en 
t,ie feften Orte, bie ~of)en,1iuncte 'oe/J £an'oe/J inne uftb lief)mfcf)en 
i.,on ha auo Die gefammte !Be1Jofferung, ton 'oer fte audj, role in 
ben fla1t1ifcf)en £&n'oern, 'oie 6l)rad)e angenommen f)a6en. eo roar 
c/J aucfJ in 'om 'oeutfd)en £&n'oern fuelJifdJer {)ctrfd}aft, in SJJMfen" 
[,urg un'o ~ommern, in {)111tno1>er, V?ie'oetf'ldJfcn, !Branben6ttt!J, 'oen 
~nuji§ett un'o 6cf)fejicn, ~um ~~eif audJ in ijranfen unb ~9urin" 
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gm, mo nur ctn Heiner ~·9dl nern111nifd)er J.?mfdJer 311ri1cfvliei1, 

nad)'l)elll bie tultigften UllD fraftigften fillanner nad) 6ubrocften ge:: 
tuattbert roaren. 

~e melter nacf) Dft:en, befto gt·ringer mat bie ~ltt3a9I lier 3u" 
rMge'6Iie'6enen germanifd)en 1111b foufajifdim ,t?mfd:enben unb jen" 
feit bet ®cicl)fe! geflaftete fid} ctn merf)nltnijj 0tuifcf)en ben -Om" 
fd)enben un'o bet bienenbm molfilmaffe, bail bent .8t1fianbe her l.lott 
fillat1ren '6ef)mfd)ten D?eget na9e tommt. ;Die altejlen tt1fiifd)ett 
~mfdJet roarm oefonntlid) Dcormannen, lier ~(bel bet !llolm unb 
ffiuffm {1efie9t aua ~{vfommfingm lier .ltat1fajiet, bet at1d) in ben 
bent Jraufafua na9er gelegenen ~attbfd)aften maffen~after ala bail 
freie unb ritteriid)e molf bet Jtofafett er[die int, tuelcl)ea gegenroth" 
tig freilid] nut nod) 6:pumt feiner aften · merfaffung auf3muci:: 
fen 9at. · 

iime ffieifenbe jinb barin einftimmiq, bafi bet llon Dft:m tom.. 
menbe ®anbem, f o role er fief] bet @ran3e bee aften JtonigreidJa 
!l}Olett tta9ert, burd) f!Ct'ntattifdJC '.llnflange uomafd)t tt>irb. iBur:: 
gen, 6tein~aufer, got~ifdJe JtitdJen, ffieinlicl)feit unb ®09l11anb, 
ja f ogar anf:pred]enbe faufajifcf)e @ejicf)teoilbung treten arrmMig unb 
immei reid)lidJet ~mot, je me9r man fid) bet beutfdJen @ran3e na:: 
9ert. ;Diejj ijl: namentlid) in ben 6tabten bet· ~111l, roe!dJe getDiffer" 
mafien hie D?adJ911t~ beutfcf1er @ejittun9 oifben. ;Der Iei(1eigene lBauer 
tragt bie Jtenn3eid)e11 feinea :pafjfom Urf:prun90 in bm oreitm ma" 
cfenfnod)en, Den tfeinen tieffie9enben 31111t ~9eil fcl)ief fte{Jenben 12{ugen, 
'oem geroaitigen Untett9eil bee @efidJto, ber oreitm, groogeHibetcn, 
a'6gcjl:um~1ftcn D?afe, f o tuie in bet bunfefgefarot'm obet f119lcn ,t?aut 
an fief). fillan oemerft offenoar, bajj 9ier hie moffer3i1ge jicf) UJC,o 
niger l.lertueift 9a'6en, b11jj fie baa ftad)e ~anb 'ot1rdJeiUen, um in 'om 
fernm @eourgen eine fefie -Oeimat9 3t1 erlnnf'lm. 

60 ~aoen tuir fur <foroi,a 'ore i <£ t1 rt t1 q, er i ob en an" 
At1nc~men, roelcfie at1cl) bie 1mfcf)iebenen {g[ntuanbetungen ~et\Jorge.. 
{Jrad)t 9a'6en. . · 

;Die eriie ift: bie ber ~ '6 ere r, !ll el a age t unb Ji elt en, bie 
3uerft mit bet :paffh,en Ur6e1.10Iferung 3t1fammentrnten, jie 1111tertu11r~ 
fen unb eine t9eofratifcf)~ arifiofratifdJe etaataform 1Jerlloniefcn, ber 
bie cofojfaien @mnblagen jegfidJer <£11Itt1t ller'oanft Mrben. ;Die 
c~floµifd)en Wiancm, ~clfenfoutcn, bie Untcrbrud't1ng unb l8c9m", 
fd)t1ng lier mommaffe, bie ofutinen fillenfd)CltO\)fcr fur 'oie 3ume11" 
ben, rndJenben @otter jinb l.lor3ug0tueife bie d),ttaftetifiifdJen ~lncrf~ 

, male 'oiefer (fo!tur. ' 
;Die 3mcitc t e Il en if cf) e ij;ufturµeriobe 3eigt tmo 'Die faufo, 

flfd)cn -Oelbeu mit ~urmifdJer Jtraft im IcMJaften ~ngriff auf bie 
aitm t9eofratien, lllld)bcm fie fidJ in @riccl)enfanb eine 6ta,,rn,. 
f~rm gcbif~ct, 'oic mit . 'oer in i!Jm fat1fojifdJm ,t?cinrnt{) 1'16mi11, 
fluumt. · 61e ttefJu\rn bte utaffcnlJaftm mornroeiten in !llliffenfclJaft 
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·. un'o Jtunft in jld) auf, ll>efc{)e 'oie 1.1or9ertlflJen'oe (fortur.periobe er" 
.3eunt 9at, un'o gefiaften jie 3u freiern 3'l1rmen um; jie l.lertireitm 
biefe 3'ormen 111ier bie ifJnen 3u9anq!id)ett ~an'ocr; a!Tein jie mnatten 
en'o!id), Md)'oem 11e 31Uar bie aften :t()eofratim aufgelojl {Jatten, in i9rent 
®efen a(1er i,on jenen t,er&mert ltlorben 11111ren. mie 9e!Tenifd)en 
Vkµu(,fifen !often jicl) in bie romifdJe ~onarmie un'o -Oicrard)ie. 

mie germ an if cf) e ~inwan'oerung a11a ben fa11£.lfifcf)en £anbern 
1ieg11nn 'oen ~ngriff auf bie · 6taateformen 'oer i,or!Jergc9en'oen q;e.. 
riobe, nicf)t af!ein ntit weit 3a!)freicl)ern 5.ifrmen, fon'oern fie fan'o 
,mcl) foI'o einen geifiigen !Bun'oeegenoffen an 'oen @run'ofe~ren bea 
<£hrificntfJuma I.Jon ber 1.10Ufommenen CSJfeidJ9eit a.f!er illlenfcl)en 1>or 
@ott, 'oer mit a11a'oauernber, unnii'Q.erJ1e9Iicl)er @ewaft einl1lirft. So 
ent)1anb eine <£uitur, tuefcf)e ber ~ierard)ie ltJie ber %ifiofratfe 
f]Ieid) feinbHd). ge(innt ift 1111'o ber conftltutfonellen etaatofornt 311" 
fire1't, niefdJe bie freiejle (fotltlicfefunn aller £etienaformen gejlattet, 
'oafJer aticr aud) in bcn .mannidJfaitinfien 1Jlitancirungen erfd)eint. 
mte. ~mfcf)aft beo @efel}ci3 un'o 'oie <%id1{Jeit sirner i>or bent @e.. 
fel}e, baa ifl: roai3 ber :tfdJerfeffe unb 'oer %atier erjlre6t un'o roaG 
baG £e1ien 'oer Qlolfer beG neuen ~utO\lll l1efoe9t. 
· ~ine i, i e rte (folturperiobe 9at ~uropa nod) nid)t tiegonnen, bie 
liei'oen (fa:treme, lJ?or'oamerica ttttb ffiupfon'o, jin'o in itren ~rf dJei" 
nungen nod) nid)t i,o!ljtLit1'oi9 entniicfelt. 

!Bemerfeno11Jert9 atier ifl:, baO ~uropa un'o 31u.r IDHttefeuro.pa 
mit feinem rau9m un'o Mcl)fefoollen l£!ima 'oer eil} bet 909mn 
<£uftur ge\Uot'oen ift. @erai,e atier 'oie Unj1c{Jer9eit 'oiefea C£fimaG 
{)at 'om roefent!idJflen ~inftuO auf 'oie 909m ~ntroicfeiung bet 9ier 
Te(1en'oen ID?enfd)m ge9a1it. ~15 not9igt 'om £an'omann 3u fider 
~ufmerffamfeit un'o Qlo'rfidJt, er mujj fieti3 auf 'oie ungitnjligfim 
Bniifd1enfaf!e tie'oad)t fe~n un'o fonn mit !Befilmmt'f)eit burdJaua ttie 
auf cine 'oauern'oe @unfi 'oer !illitterung rec{Jnen; ja 'oie inuffe, 'oie 
3. m. in si!'eg~ptm feine jid)ern ID?itartieiter jin'o, 'oie regeimajjig 'om 
'ijclbmt lJ?a'f)rung 3ufi'1fJren, fin'o in ID?ittefeuto\lll gera'oe 3u 'oet .Seit, 
,uo lfJr ®affer am not911Jen'oi9jlen ifl, 'outd) bie ~i~e 3ufammenge" 
fCl)tunt'.pft un'o an Statt, bajj fie affjaf)rlid) 'om \geI'oern 'o1m9enben 
6dJfomm aofe§en, reijjen fie Im· ijru9ia9re, 'oie :t~afer :pfol}fid) 111iets 
f[utf)en'o, bai3 fi'mfilicl) un'o mufJfam ~ertieigefd)affte £an'o mit 'oer 
'ijruc'f)t, 'oie 'oarauf feimt, gcroaftfam mit fief) fort un'o tie'oecfen,. roaa 
fie ttid)t mit fortreijjen, mit to'otem Satt'o un'o @efcflief!en. ::Sn bett 
@ehhgm mujj 'oer ~nn'oma·nn auf feinem ffii'tcfen bie fa9fcn ijela" 
:pfotten mit frudJtttagcn'oer ijr'oe tiebecfen, of!er niie oft reijjen ffie,. 
qenguffe 'oie ~r'oe mit 'oer ijrnte ~erao un'o ltJie oft to'otet nid)t frus 
{)er ijrofl bie mitfJfam gepflegtm mflon3en. 

fillittcfeuto'.pa oietet I.Jon ~ilUG ilUG feine grope ()'u!le getth'jjf,a,. 
rer ijd1dJte 'oar; 'oie meijlen uufmr @em{1fe, @etrai'oe un'o t)(,ft,. 
,nten jin'o au/J 'bet t)'mn'oe ei11geft'1~rt, bet !illein ranft nid)t tuic in 

http:fillittcfeuto'.pa
http:IDHttefeuro.pa
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.ltuufoftcn freiniiaig an 'om mfomm emi,or, nur luenige :D6fhntcn, 
111eijl mem11, 1uad)fcn. ungci,~egt in unfern ®a{'oungen. 

mennodJ ijl in (faroµ,1 'oie G:urtur bet cObaten m~an6m 1uie 
tier mrumen wr groOten mollfommcnf1eit ge11ief1en; 'oer ~r+,fcI, 'oie mime, 
m~aumen, Jfof4)en, 'oer ®cin ftn'o aut'l 'Cler 8rem'oe ~mingcbrad)t, 
1Jeiutifd) gemact)t un'o 'outcl/ unabl,1f1igc m~eqe ;u 'om nrn11nid)f11I" 
tigflen ijormen entniicMt nior'oen. G:bm f o iii co mit 'om mrumen. 
1uo id) aft'l lBeif.pic! nur bie @eorgine ernial)nen mm, 'oerm euro" 
µnifd)e VladJfommHnge 'oie ijorm ber einfad)m amcrirnnifcl)m Ur" 
µffon;e foum af)Jten fo'j'fen. @fdcl)e G:rfd)cimmgen bietct 'oie m~ege 
'Cler ~·~im, nammtfid) 'oer ffiin'ocr, ll3fert,e un'o ,l?un'oe, f o roie eini" 

· ger mogefortcn 'oat. V1id)t.3 ijl uberf1aui,t geeigneter cine 'omtfid)e 
~nfcf)auung '!)er f{mfl:Hd)cn, aUen -Oin'oe,rniffen trO§en'ocn 1m'o fte be" 
feitinen'ocn ffiicl)tunri 'Cler euroµnifd)en G:urtur ;u geben, a!1l 'oie 
'oeutfd)e ian'oruirt~fdJaft un'o 'oat'l engfifcl)e SJ.1fofd1inen1nefen, luefcl)et'l 'oie 
unftd)tbarcn Jtrafte 'oet (gfectricitnt, bee @a!l.ianiemut'l un'o 'oen ffud)"' 
tigen mam+1f 0ruingt ftdJ 'oem menfd)Hd)en ®men un'o lBe'ourfnip 3u 
fugcn. ' 

. maa G:Iima uon Wlitte!euroµa ijl fef)t anregenb un'o traft\ue" 
crenb, ea gfeid)t einet founcn~aften, fd)oncn mame, 'oie 'omd) 'om 
®edJfef uon @eruntren un'o merfarien i~re ~ieHJaber in fletet eµan" 
nung un'o %1f111etffamfeit 0u ntarten betjlef)t. ~(m 'oeutfid)flen 0eigt 
ficl) biefet SJ1\Cll)fef ill Unfertt @ef1Utf!Cll I l1Jelllt DCt lhllf)fillg ttad} 
()artem ®inter tmintritt un'o untct 'oem @id)nee un'o G:io 'oie grune 
meridation fief) erf)elit un'o bet 6onunei· fommt~ 'Cler 'cod) nie an" 
ta!tm'o 'oie erfd)fojfcn'oe ,l?i~e 'ocr '.tro.penfan'oer mit fid) fuf)tt, f o • 
Mnig aft'l unfet ®inter 'oem bet $ofor5011e gfeid)t. 

tl?ad)fl bem G:lima f)at abet aud1 1Ji.lt5uqB1ueife bie ID,ijd)ung 
'oct ffiajfm 'oet G:u!tut IJOn G:uroµa jene iQt eigentfJ11111fidJe \)'onn ge:: 
ge{,m, 'oie fie uon affm an'oern untrrfd)eibet. mie .µefo?Jgifc() "fe{:: 
tlfdJe Beit litadJte 8ormen, * 11Jir aud) on'omunrtt'l, namentrid) in 

.	12leg~+1tm un'o Wle:tico 11Jie'oer~n'cen. mie Qeffenifctje (foftttt fictt 
fd)on feI6fl:flnn'oiner 'oa, o(lfdJon fie in if)tem merfaf! an 'oie afia" 
tifd)m meaµotien etinnert. mer erneuerte Bufirom ber @mnanen 
im D1or'oen lirad)te ein 11euet'l ~eoenoefement, 'oa?J mo ro li fd) e, 'oa/$ 
mit 'om, @run'ofn~en bet'l G:Qtiflentf)umt'l ubminftlmmte. m,13u fom" 
men bann 'oie ~'ceen, roefdJe 'oet merfef)t mit 'oem :Dtient feit bem 
(fotfl1f( 'Cler 12lra6er in e.panien, 6icifien un'o btttd) bie .ltreu33u9e 
in Umfd)roung brnd)te, roefd)e namentlid) in 'oer ,\.l~renaifdJm ,\?afb" 
infef unb in bet ll3rouence ein 11euet'l £ebm in .ltunfl, i:):loefie unb 
@efittUllf'l QCt\)Ottiefen I T)(l/j fid) liit'J Ott tie @ejla'oe bet (See Ult'o (lit 

'oie Djlgran3cn mcutfd)fon'ct'l l.lcrheitete, 1uafJre11b 'cct 'oeutfd)e ~11or" 
'om, mo 'oie omuanifd1e Q3el.lolferuno min'cet (!Cmifd)t \uot, in ·fle, 
tc.t Diwojition gegen 'oao ein'crinqcn'lle 8rem'oe . fid1 ertieft; 'oof)er 
gmg aucl) uon Qier attt'l 'oie ffiefornrntion ubet Cforoµa, 0u einer 
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.Seit, 1uo hie f1'ihcurot1tiifrfJcn ll.'loffcr, hie in her 4;,eimatO 1.1011 l:icm 
{)icrat:d)ifnren <Hem mt fJeengt lDaren, in bit lDeite 3'erne fireHen. 
micjeo @:itrcfJcn in bie 3'eme, 1.1mint mit hem etre{im naclj freiem 
3'ormm in bcr J.;,eimatfJ, truq f obnnn ht Jjoffonb roie in G'ngfonb 
hie reicl)ften on'\c~te ttnb bie ffi11cf1uirfung lleffeilicn auf ben (fonti" 
nent f1,1tte bie eturme 3u \'S'ofge, aua bencn baa conj1itutione[e mo" 
nardJifd)e ~rincil) aucf] ~ier jiegreiclj afa gr&n0enbeo ffiefuftat ~er'" 
\JOrtrnt. 

(fo'DHclj fanb noclj cine 1.1icrte ~inroanherung auo Wjicn ttnb 
1.10m Jraufofua etatt, bie f{ aID if cf) e, bie jc'l)odJ feine fo groj;ar" 
tigm ffiefuitate gefJradJt ~at, bet jidJ hie ~inroanbmr im Vlorben 
3etfi1Htterten ttttll nur im @:iuben, namentiidJ in @:i er f, i en ttnb 
!.ill on ten e gr o, cine ~m,orrnqenbm ~rfdJeinung llarbieten. mer 
afte si(bef \Jon ~ofcn unb ffiuj;fottb wurhe erj1 in neuem .Seit \Jon 
ber in (foro+ict. jid) entfaTtenbm (foftur lierMJrt, aujlerbem a1'er int 
Jt,1111+1fe mit hen aua ll(jlen hurdJ ein3efne foufojlfct)e J.;,eerf11~m ~etein• 
geleitetcn mongo1ifn1en unb tatctrifc!Jen ed]ctmn fo, liefd)aftigt, hat; 

·	er nur mittclliare t:S'inmitfung auf bie euro+1aifcf)e (foftur t'1fJen fonnte, 
inbem er bie afouef1renbe mornrnuer gegen biefe o[ugfcf)a,mn fJif,. 
bete. <Hen f o ~atten He fJclbenm11t~igen eerbier unb mfocljen im 
e11ben affe if)re Jrraft aufauliieten, um jidJ im Jr,1m+1fe mit ben 
~minbringmben t1hfrn @:icf1'j1j1anbigfeit unb orei~eit 311 er~aften 
tmb bem turfifcf)en ';socl)c nidJt untertfJan 0tt roerbcn. 

VlaaJbem roir nun bie %1011:lanberung ber acti\Jen @eliurgo\Jol• 
fer J.;,oa1aflen0 naclj ®cj1cn, nanJ euboj1en ttnb D?orbroeften Betran)" 
tct, gebenfen IDir enbHdJ nod) ber ®anbcttt ng, bie fie in 
no rb oj1 ri clj er ffi i er, tun fl \Jorgenommcn ~afJen. mer D?orhen bee .!tau"· 
fofuo 1.1erfauft jidJ in ent,Iofe t:S'benen, auf benen 11orb1uej1fict, bie 
@ermanen i~rer neuen -OeimatfJ 3ufd)rittcn, roa~renb fie norboft{icl) 
einem lSoffe 0ttr £auffJa~n rourben, 'oaa roir uieffeid]t mit bem <for.. 
lectillnamcn bet :t f cl} u b en (1e3ddJncn fonnen, ein Vlamc, roomit man 
in eifiirien hiefenigen mcnfntctfe 1'e5eicl:,nct, roefcl)e bie 1Memj1e einer 
alten, nidJt me~r· llot:f)anbenen fricgerifd)cn Vlcttion 6e~er6ergen. lBiiJ 
3tt 1l(nf,m9 · be1l llorigen '.Ja~rfjunberti3 roarcn in ber Jtrimm tfdJer.. 
feffenj1&mme ~eimifdJ, an bie fief) norbo~ncr, hie @:icf)aarcn bet Jto,, 
fafen anfdJfoffen; hiefe alier 6ej1anhcn urfl)ttinglia) in bet ®eife ber 
germctnifdJen @efeite auo ein3elnen f1't~nen ffi11116er6anben, roefcf)e bie 
Vlaa)batn, :l:'cttaren, ffiuffen, 9.Jfongofen, @enuefen auebeuteten ~mil 
in ~fdJerfoef jiclJ cinen !.illittelpunct gegn'inbet ~atten, beffen lJcame 
nic'f)t min'oer auf ifJre faufoj'ifn)e J.;,erfunft betttet afa if)re .lror\_1er~ 
{,efdJaffenfjcit, if)r CHJarnfter uni, ffJre merfaffung. *) eie fct)foffcn
ftrf:) afi3 (HJtif1en nacf) 'oem . merfa[ bee ~JlongofenreicfJco ben ffiuf~ 
fen an, ero(,erten @:iibirien un'o 11Jurben fcit 'ocm %1fan9 'oci3 \Jori~ 

*) (S. Jtod} 9leifc burc!j 9lu~fonb I. 94. 
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gm Satr~unberrn 'oem ~em 'oerfef6en einl)etfei6t. !nennocfJ ta6en 
iiclj 6ei 'oen Jtofafen 6itl ~eute 'oie beutlid)fien 6.)Jurm i~m m6fiam::: 
mung ertartm, o6fd)on jle He rnflifd)e 6.))racf)e angenommm ~a6en. *) 

!Der Dj1ran'o betl fatl~1ifd)en IDiemtl unb bie 'oatin munbenben 
mugge6iete ttmrben fd)on fruf) namentficf) l)Ont 611'oen !Jet 'ourcf} @e" 
l11'1rgtl1Joffer u6erfct)11Je1mnt unb tier eine illiifd)uno ber actillen unb 
.))af1il)m lJfoffe ~eroej1efft, 11Jefd)e tuit mit 'oem l.Ramen bet ~ a tat en 
3u 6e~eid)nen .)Jf[egen, unb bie, l)On 'oa ~etautl6ted)enb nae{) ®efien 
nltl ~utfen erfd)einen unb aitl fokfJe ara6ifcfJe (foftut in jlcfJ auf" 
natmen. De11Hcf) llom ~ftai Ho in bie IDfon'ofcfJutei fin'oen 11Jit ein:: 
3elne tatatifd)e moUetfcvaften, ;um ~~eiI noc'() l)~n .\)aflil)en mor::: 
fem umge6en, 'oann a{,et aud] ht grogmr U11affe aftl filfongofen , 
im !Jcor'oen l)On G:~ina. . ®enn {1ei ben tatarifcf)en l!loUem batl 
actil)e <Hement batl uhtmiegmbe ifi, f o ifl: etl 6ei 'om ,illiongofon 
batl .\)afJil)e, tuatl fief) in Jlor.))erM'oung mie in bet l!lerfaffuno 'oeut" 
Iicf) auaf1JtidJt. !Die illiongofen jinb eiftige ~(nfJanger bet cernuonio::: 
fen lBub'oa9fe9re, tua!Jren'o bie ~ataten bm fteietn lS'ormen betl '.Jtl" 
lam 3uget9an jin'o. 

!net (gn'o.)Junct biefer nor'oofUidJen ®anberung ijl bie WI an 'o" · 
f d-, u t ei, ein ~an'o, 'oatl auf arre11 6dten l)On @e6urgen umfcf)fof,. 
fen, einet fef6j1ft&nbigem l!lolf6entluicMung nicfJt ung{mfiig erfd)eint, 
3umaf fein G:Hma (40 -56° Dt !Br.)**), ntttegen'o mie batl alret 

·@e6utgtlfanber, 'om tminman'oern'oen actil)en 6cf)aatm affe ~e6mtl" 
6e'ourfniffe , teicf)Iid) bar6ietet. D?amentficf) 6tingt bet fu'ofid,e .'.l~eiT 
betl ~an'oetl ®ai3en, ~itfe, J.;,{1ffenftud)te, lBaummoUe, D6j111rten 
~etl)Ot unb n&~tt 3a~freid)e Jjeer'om l)On ffiin'oem un'o 6d)afen, 
m&ttenb bet not'ofidJe reicf} ifi an jagb611ten ~timn, tuie ~iger, 
~eo\)11t'om, lBaren, ®offe, J.;,irfdJe, mil'oe Wfetbe un'o G:fe!. 

Jjietf)Ct jlromten, roie etroa in 'oie ~U\)en unb in bie fcan'oina" 
llifdJen @eburge, actille 6tamme unb Heijeit fief) tier niebet, llon 
!Jier nutl tvnnbtm fie fief) 3ut 6ee, llieffeidJt aucf) nnd) '.Jn\)nn, tuo 
nUgemadJ cine (foftut ermucfJ13, bie ben euto.)JaifdJm l!loffem ·erfi 
n,atet 6efonnt murbe. mon ~iet au13 3ogm ei113efne $dJnarm ero" · 
6etnb unb umgej1aftenb nacf) <H1ina, 3um TetJtm male 1644, mo 
fie 'oie nod) ie~t 6efleten'oe ~aiferb~nnj1ie unb ben ~tiegerfian'o beo 
ffieidJei! 6eqn111'oetm. !Bon bet Ullan'ofd)utei autl 3ogm ei1wTne (Sd)aa" 
ten fubroejlficf] 3u ben -Ootben 'oer illlongofen un'o fufJttm fie Ho 
nad) G:tttl.1.\)a, mo bie B11ge 'oet Jjunnm, ~foaren, .~ntnren bie em" 
~orHu!Jenbe (foftur me~rmaltl ge1uaftfcrm unterlirodJen 6it6m. 

muf fofcf)e ~(rt nun 11J11tbe in arren ffiicl)tungen llOtt bcn a~a" 
tifd}en ~OdJfonbm au~ 'oie actil)e mlenfdJenrnffe t'16et ben gcm~en 

*) @:. ,, ~at'l cnt()i,nte 9lugfonb" II. 135 If. 

**) ~fot1, bie lJ3iilfet bet illlanbfdJurel} I. 3. 11110 10. 
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(£:r'ouo'oen t1crfacitct un'o 'oie l)afji1Jc Ur!1e1Joffmmg 'ouru, fie nrnnnicf)" 
farf} 'outdJ'ornnncn unb 3u neuen £e11e11Bfl)tmen gcnmft. · 

~B uleibt imo nun norf] 1ibtig 'oie mcnfmafe biefet ®an,. 
be tung en int3 ~(uge 311 faffen, 1uo(1el jic~ 3unacfJfi 'oie !Bemerhrno 
aufbtfogt, bajl bie rein \)afji1Jen ll3offet gar feii\e un'o 'oie actillen be,. 

. ten um fo 11Jeniqet {Jintetfoffen, je ei113efnet unb llctfireut unter \)af" 
j'ille (Stfoune fie llotfommen; bie !BufcfJmannet, (fofiforniet, me,. 
fd)erafy m1'o !Botocuben fJintetfoffen nut f{ud1tioe (S1-1uten i{Jteo ma,. 
fct;no in ben 'i5euerfi,Hten, uei 'omen fie et\1Ja ifJre ffiei(,fieine obet 
an'om :ttitmntct i{Jtet3 butftigen @erat{Jeo 1Jctgcjfen {Jaben. mie menf,. 
ma{et jinb in lBe0ug auf eine Dfotion bao, \1Jat3 bet !Beji~ .{Jinjid)t.. 
lid) bet (fo13CI11Jefen ijl un'o i{Jt morf1anbenfe~n fdJtcitet mit bet ~uf,. 
tut fort; bie 3,1gmoffer unb 3'ifcf)et jinb am armfien batan, bie 
D7omaben {Jintetfoffen 'oerett frf]on mefJt; mit 'oem ll(cterbau unb ben 
fcfien (Si~cn entficfJen aud) bauern'om menfmafcr. 60 jin'o in (£:uro\)a 
bie (Sfo1nen <11n armfien an menfmafen, 'oerm JMten un'o @mna.
nen, <£:truofet unb 6.ltied1cn itt grojler iruUe f)interHejlen. 

Unter 'defen menfm.Hern fiefJen o(,en an bie @ra {J fJ it ger nt it 
bet en ~ nfJ alt.! 60 jinb namentiid) fur 'oie @efdJid)te bet (£:in" 
1nanbmrng acti1Jet ll:lolfet 'oie @rab{Jugef 1.10n !Bebeutuno, mefcf)e ain 
bid7tefien an ben Jtufien bet Dµ,. unb ITTotbfee unb an ben grot}ern 
6ttomen 'oiejenigen muncte ve3eid7nen, mo bie @mnirnen am fang" 
fien unb am bid)tefien gefeffen fJauen. ~n a{JnfidJet ®eife 0ie{)en 
jid) 1Jom mnie:pet, nor'ofid) 1Jom fd)11Jaroen unb foo:pifd)en SJJlme 
n.1d) bem siIItai unb bet SJJlanbfd)tttei @raufJugeI - bie :tfd)u'oen,. _ 
grab et, Mfd)e ®affen · unb !Bron0eornamente ent{Jaften, bie mit bm 
bet ben mo{Jamebanifcf)m Wationen morberajieno nod) je~t ti(Jfid)m 
ti{Jminfiimmen un'o 'oie oe1uiffmnajlen 'oie ®eo11Jeifer fur 'oie nad)" 
0icfJen'oen actillen (Scf)aaren 1nutben. ITTid)t min'om ll(ufnmff amfeit 
1Jetbienen bie @rab{Juger; 'oie in D?or'oamerica, namentrid)- in ll3itgi.. 
nien entbectt \1Jurben (~fuofon'o 1843. ·ITT. 342.). mor3ugo1ueife ifi 
bao in biefen ~ugeln IJOtfommenbe !Bronie~eratfJ ~u 6ead)ten, in.s 
bem baffeI6e tiberaU im @efofge bet actilJen ®anbem 0u fe~n fdJeint. 
®it finben baffef(Je nid)t aUein in 'oen @taf,ern bet @ried)en, ffio,. 
met, @erntanen un'o Jteften, fonbern audJ in 'oen tfd)ubifdJen @ra[,,. 
tiigefn 5i{jieno, f o 11Jie eo auct} in ll3itginien unbbei ben ~.naiben ar~ 
~aracoH (f. ~urturgefct}. II. 53.) 1.1orfommt. ma nun 'oie mron3e 
ein funfiHd)eo Q}robuct ifi, *) beffen ~erfieUung vei meitem fd)11Jieri" 

*) ~rn. !.Bergf)aui)tmann %reice!eben IJCtbanfe id) !!Cld)fofgenbe gutlge. 
!!3elc{Jrung: ,. !So f)aufig fid) aucf) Jeui1fct,~qe unmittclbar ncbcn unb mit 
.3inf• unb Sinn, <Rqen ~uf,1mmcn finben, fo ifi bocf) nod) fein natudidjc~ 
l!lorfommen einer bron~c&f)nlicl)cn illlifcl)ung befannt. ID?an f)at ;IMt 1Jon 
natudid)em illlefftng gefi1rod)en, abcr nie f)aben fid> bergTeic!,en 0leritdjte be: 
ft&tigt. 3cbe mron!e i!1 cine funj1licl)e ~omi1ojitfon bmito funftlid) barge: 
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get ljl aIB 'oic meatlieitung 'oeB ~ifeni3 1 fO 'oeutet 'oaB motfommcn 
liton;enet @egenjl,ht'oc aucf.) immet auf einc 909m (foftut, eine me" 
nmfung, 'oie audJ 'outcf.) cine mergleidJung 3. m: 'bet liton3e11en 
5£:iolcf.)e auB getmanifd)en @rnlif;ugeln mit 'ocn eifetnen 5£:ioldJen tm'o 
£an3enfµi~ett 'oer Jeaffertt un'o V1egcr liejlati5t mir'o. 5£:iie lBron;e" 
waffe1t 3eigen jletB 'eine ulierauB fotgfllftige, reidJt1et3ierte sifr(1eit, in 
'oer fid/ ein auogelii!'oeter 3'otmenfinn auof)Jrid)t, maf;ten'o jene afri~ 
fonifdJcrt ®affen ulietauB tolj geatlieitet erfdJelnen. 

5£:iie ,0 rn am ent e 'bet arten nor'oeuro)Jaifd)en !Bton3en*) feljten 
auf 'oer Wor'oroejlfujle sit1ieno, an ben @ran;en bet IDlanbfcf)utei, in 
Weufeefonil tmb auf ben atcl)itectonifd)en ecul)Jturen t1on '.;s,1t1ct unb 
ID?erico roieber. 6ie etf dJeinen in ben ~ifen" un'o ®olTgeroelien t1on 
~utfejlan, in 'oen ,Omamenten d1inefifc'(1er @efafje gemiffetmafjm in 
Mcf}jlet sifuoliilbung unb ea ijl roof)l in fofem biefet ,Omamental~ 
jl~l einet forgfaitigem !BeoliadJtung niclJt unroettf). • 

C£'inm ,mbetroeiten mnger0eug fut bie ®an'oetungm bet actit1m 
ffiaffe gelim fetner 'oie @it tin li a11 ten, bie' liei 'oen <Meo 'oer @iu'ofee 
nlo ~riflunen. f{ir molfat1erfammfungen un'o D\Jfet erfdJienm, in 
~at1a, ID?erico unil %g~)Jten al,er ~u m~rami'oen muad)fen ftnb. 
::Sm Wotilen t101t (foro)Ja fin'oen fid) fcmer bie grofjen @iaulenjlelTun" 
gen aue roljen ije!o)Jfciietn; bie - !Bautajleine ecan'oinat1ieno, 'oie 
ID?in9ira 'oer !Btetagne, bie qlfeifer t1on '.tinian, 'oie @itein)Jfeilet 'oer 
ftt'orufjifd)en @ite+1ven, 'bie (fofoj'fe 'ber Djlcrinfel, 'oie ,Olieiiofen bet 
%gtwter unb bie jprad1tffolen bet ffiomet tm'o 'beo ID?ittefofteto fin'o 
cine roeitete sifuolii!bunq berfeU,en, fo roie 'oic fJof3etncn @ottetf,1u" 
fen 'bet Wot'oamericanet**) ein fd)roaclJer Wacl)f)aU iu fe~n fcljeinen. 

5£:iie. eigentfid)en 6 t ei n,g eli au 'o e gef)oten ef1enf,1ITB 'bet acti" 
uen ffiaffe eigentfiumiicf) 3u, ba fie nut in ben -Oodrneliurgen mtjle" 
f;m fonnten; 'oie rounberliaten coloff,1Ien e'teinfommern 'oe/3 notbfi" 
djen ~uto)Ja, 'oie mreibecfjleine, mormena, roie 'oie -O{menlidten finb 
fammtiidJ menfmafet 'bet faufofifdJen ffiaffe, roefcl)e in 'ben notbeuto" 
\)aifcl)m ~lienen, mo ficlj feine anjlcljenben 3'eifen fin'ocn, 'oie 3er~ 
ftteut umfJerHegenben coloffaien CSJefd)le&e mlt ungefJeuerem si!uf~ 
roanbe t1on , Jtraft 'oa3u lleriuen'oen. mie c~noi,iidJett ID1auem in 

fientet WMaUe , (.!tuHer, 3lnf, Binn, nad) !Bc~nben <e5i1iellr1fo~, !Bfe{ 
u. f. ro.), baf)er 111 fte ulicrau~ \Jerfd)iebcn, je nad)brm bie Sufannnenfc~ung~: 
IDerf),artn!ffe belielit ltiutben; bie an fc!n beftimmte~ @efc~ gcbunbcn ftnb. 
~~ ifl nud-, foum bcnfbcrr, b,1jj au~ gfcidncitigcr merfd)mef,ung t'on mitcin: 
anber btec{)enbcn Jtui1fet,, .Sinn, nnt> Binfer;cn ein bron;eaf)nfidJc~ metcrHi: 
fd)e~ ll.lrobuct, ba,a ftdJ ~u ltieitem menuiiung eigncte, ljm1orgeljcn f onte." 

, *) merof. ®orfaae ~tmcmntfG !J.loncit burd) ~mert{){mm unb @rali: 
ljugeI be!eud)tet. ~openlj. 1844. @5. 25. 26. 33., mo bie fµ!raffbrmigcn Dr: 
namente nligcb!fbct. , ' 

**) 6. ~uUutgefd)idjte xr,. II. (S, lH unb '.taf. xv. unb XVI. 
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St1Iien (;. m. llon (Ioifa, l)'iefofe) . unb in 6Jrlecf1enfan'o fin'o cine 
11.Jeitm lU1106lfbung 'oiefer @3tclnfoufun11, aurs 1ueict)er 'oann aUmli~ 
Ilg bie gticcf7ifcfJe un'o beutfd)e ~ftcfJitectut crl_1.H1d)fen fouute. 

lBefonbm lBrndJtung lletbienen n.tdJft'oem l)ie i5' eI jen i tt f d) ti f ~ 
t C,11, 11.lcfd)C in ben l)On bet acttl.lett ffia fie 1.Jetntenctt £unbent t1or, 
fonnnen. Sn ~uro.))a ~a6en fid) !?lit in ~llfJfonb (oie Portsmouths 
Rocks 3tn'o Tiverton Hocks) un'o in <Scanbina\.lien (:loxen, Defter, 
@otfon unb :tanum in !SofJut3Ifo) 11.1irfficf)e l)'efcinfd7riften crf7aiteu. 
Xiie nftej1cn biefer menfmafe fin'o. 11.1ofJI biejenigen, 1uefct:,e bifbiid)e 
Xl11tjMiungen ~eigm, 11.1ie 3. m. bie lBifberfcfjen in bcn l8,1fftnrs beo 
(Iorent~n, @fjequi6o unb Drino,fo *) in %ncrirn, 11.1omit bie .Seid)~ 
nungen . bee 3'etifct)~ 3'effent3 am .Scrire in ~(frirn (Tuckey narrative 
@3. 380.) un'o bie 1.10n Dceuf)olfonb 1Uminfommen. <Sie nf)nefn 
fefJr ben .SeidJnungen ber .8,mf,crtrommcfn 1.10n £,11-wfonb unt, 6luiancr. 
Xiie .Seid)nungen, 11.Jefct)e ®trcrf)frnhrn unb qlcrffao l.lOtt fi6irifcf)en 
'i5'ertlt1rn,ern ge[,en, · 3eigm geuJ.itm S.,fo'oe unti fidJm 5-ormcn. **) 
®eitm B'ort6i!bung biefer \sefofd)rift ift 'oie eigentiid)e lBifberfcf)rift 
ber %gl)\)tier, nuo ber ftd) 'Dann bat3 nglJ1"1tifclJe un'o mericanifd)e 
,tiierogf~.),9enf~j1em ent11.1id'e!t ~at. ®.))atcm .Seit gcljoren 'oie cigent~ 
Iicf)en 3'e1t3infcfJriften mit <.IfJaraftmn, 1t:ie 3. m. bie femitifdJen Sn~ 
fdJriften im .))etrnifcf)en %n6ien (f. ®eUJ1c'o ffieife in ~(ra6ien mit 
ben reidJen D1acf)11.1eifungen l.lOtt ffio'oigcr uu'o lBcer, ~I). I. ®. 20.). 

@a fin'o ferner nm Xlenfmaie ber nctil.len %1ffe biejenigen reii~ 
giofen unb .))ofitifcf)en Snftitutionen 0u fmrncIJten, 1ucicfJe fie 1.10n ifJ~ 

, rer S.,eimat~ auo bet 3'rembe 3ugef,rad)t ljahn, namentiidJ bao S.,ccr~ 
11.1efen, @efeite tm'o <t;,eer6ann, bie 3'eui,afoerf11ffung tmb bie 11.1{1rbi~ 
gm @3teffung ber \srauen in bet CS.JefefffdJ,tft; Snftitutionen, bie 11.1ir 
M ben .))afftl.lm momrn imge[,ent3 fud)CU. . 

· @nbiid) ftnb bie Wl en fcf) en fcffft nfo Xienfmare jener ®1rnbe~ 
rungen ;u nennen, 11.10 fie j1cf) burcfJ .ffor.µerfiifbunf! 11.J[e burcq qei~ 
ftige ffiicf)tung afo DcndJfommen her nctil.len moffei 6eurfun'oen. Xiie 
ebfm !Biibung unterfdJeibet bie Dceufedfober, bie Griet3 ber ®1'ibje1·~ 
infefn, bie 3nfno bcr SU!ltericaner, 'oie [)fo1~ten l.lon ®ej1 ~ unb 
91orbafrica 11.lefentncf) llon ber bunfcfgefh6ten Utbel.lolferuniJ. 

@ine gennue unb fot'gf&Itige @rfotfd;ung nUer biefer Xienfornfe 
un):, eine mergfeicf)ung berfef6en mit ben (Sagen unb bm tiilorifcf)en 
91adJtidJten ber l.lerfd)iebenen Dcationen 11.1irb unt3 enbiidJ bafJltt [1rin~ 
nen, eine IidJtl.loffe Ue6etf{cf)t ti6er bie <.Iuftur3ufltm'oe ber l.lerfct)ie~ 
benen moffer ber @rbe '3u (1ef{~en. @o ijl 116er in ber ~f)at feft~ 
fam, bafj ber Wlenfcf), ber bie mrobitcte bet3 [)Hnmfreid)o 1.10n bent 
fe{6ft atomiftifdJ llorfommenbm Wlefoffe oia 3u ben @ran it~ unb Ur~ 

· *) ~- ~d)omburgf !Reifc in GJulana '-'Z, 212. 
**) ~aUa~ !Relfe im tu[.. !Reicf) III. 359. • $. ~. 1.1. €?trn1ifenI1crq ber 

nM(. nub o~(. XfJeil llon &uro~a unb ~ljia. E:tocf~. 1730. 4. ®· 336. 
3 
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foffmaffen, ))On, ben ®djimuiefn unb ll}i!3m 6ia 3u ben foffHm 
mlrnmcoioffen, IJon ben 3nfuflWim 6ia 3um IDliffutium 6etrncf)tct, 
bet bie @afe ttiiegt unb baa ~icu,t mijjt, gernbe fief] fel!)fi: unb bet 
G:foffe bet @efdJ01.1fe, ttiefcf)Ct et an3uiJe~oten bie <g~te ~at, ller~aft,, 
nijjmajjig bod) nut cine fe~t geringe unb in t-et ~~at am tvenigfi:m 
gdtnbfid)e 5i(ufmerffamfeit 3ugettienbet ~at. (ga ift biejj um f o feft" 
fa met, afo b.er ~Jlenfcf) j1dj bod) t't6ernrr aio baa erfi:e ®efm, aIo 
l:ie ,ltrone bet @;cf)o))fung anj1e~t, bet ftcfJ fut baa ein3ige ®efen 
f)Mt, baa ber ®c{)o}1fer bet Unfi:etbficf)feit f1h n.nhbig etad)tet. 
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IN SELECT CouNCIL, 

July 9, 1835. 


,vaEREAS means have been already taken to express the 

public sense of the loss which the country has sustained, by 

the death of the late Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 

of the United States, and the profound grief which has 

affected the community: And whereas, it is fit that the 

actions, character and services of the illustrious dead should 

be adequately pourtrayed and commemorated: Therefore, 

Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils, _that 

HoRACE Il1NNEY, Esq. be invited to deliver an Eulogium 

on the life of JOHN MARSHALL. 

Common Council concurred. 

From the .Minutes. 

Jos. G. CLARKSON, 
(;Jerk .,;. U. 
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IN COMMON COUNCIL, 

September 24, 1835. 


Resolved, That the thanks of the Select and Common 

Councils, be presented to the Hon. IloRACE BINNEY, for 

his appropriate and eloquent Eulogy on the life ~nd chirr

acter of the late CmEF JusTICE MARSHALL, and that a copy 

be requested for publication. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Select and Common 

Councils, be presented to the Right Rev. "\V1LL1AM "\VmTE, 

D. D. for the gratifying part which he bore in the solemni

ties of the occasion, and that he be requested to furnish a 

copy of his prayer, to be published with the proceedings 

of the day. 

Select Council concurred. 

From the Jiinutes. 

RoBERT HARE, Jr. 
Clerk C. c. 
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SEPTEMBER 261 1835. 

RT, REv. Sm, 

,ve have been directed to communicate to you 

the annexed resolution, unanimously adopted by the Select 

arnl Common Councils, testifying their deep sense of their 

obligation for the part you bore in the solemnities of the 

24th inst., and requesting you would favour them with a 

copy for publication, of the appropriate and eloquent prayer 
~ 

by which the address of Mr. Binney was preceded. 

We congratulate ourselves, Right Rev. Sir, that in paying 

this tribute to the memory of Chief Justice Marshall, we 

were honoured with the aid of one of his contemporaries, 

like himself distinguished by the talents that adorn, and the 

virtues that dignify our nature. 

IFith the liighest respect, 

We remain your 

Obt. Serv'ts. 

Jos. R. CHANDLER, l 
IHENRY J. WILLIAMS, 

LEMUEL LAMB, 

DENNIS M•CREDY' 

JosHUA LIPPINCOTT, 

JOHN P. WETHERILL, 

To the Rt. Rev. William Jl7,ite, D. D. 
Bishop of the Diocese of Pennsylvania. 
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TO MESSRS. JO$EPII R. CHANDLER, HENRY J. WILLIAMS, LEMUEL 

LAMB, DENNIS l\l'CREDY, JOSHUA LIPPINCO'IT, AND JOHN P. 

WETHERILL. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I enclose to you the document, which the Select 

and Common Councils of the City have done me the 

honour to desire. 

Jlnd I am, very respectfully, gentlemen, 

Yimr very humble Servant, 

WM. WmTE. 



SEPTEMBER 26, 1835. 

Sm, 

We have the honour to enclose a resolution, unani

mously adopted by the Select and Common Councils, 

expressing their thanks for your admirable Eulogy on the 

late Chief Justice Marshall, and requesting a copy for 

publication. 

The personal history of such a man, always highly in

teresting and instructive, is at the present moment most 

peculiarly so; and you, sir, have rendered the lessons it 

affords still more effective, by the force and beauty with 

which they are illustrated. 

Tf'e have the honour to be, 

TVith the greatest respect, 

Your obt. Serv'ts. 

Jos. R, CHANDLER, 

HENRY J. ,vILLIAMS, 

LEMUEL LAMB, 

DENNIS M'CREDY, 

JOSHUA LIPPINCOTT, 

J ~HN p, WETHERILL, 

To H. BINNEY, EsQ.; 

B 
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PHILADELPHIA, SEPT. 29, 1835. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I have the pleasure to send you the Eulo~ upon 

Chief Justice Marshall, agreeably to the resolution of the 

Councils, and to return my unfeigned thanks for the honour 

which those bodies and their committee ha~e done me, 

by all their proceedings and expressions in relation to the 

subject. 

. 1 have the honour to be, 

TVith sincere respect, 

Your obt. serv't. 

Hon. B1NNEY. 

TO 

JOSEPH R. CHANDLER, 

HENRY J. WILLIAMS, 

LEMUEL LAMB, 
ESQUIRES. 

DENNIS M 1CREDY, 

JOSHUA LIPPINCOTT1 

JOHN P. WETHERILL, 
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AN ADDRESS 

AND A FORM OF PRAYER, 

ON TilE OCCASION OF TilE DECEASE OF TilE IlON, JOilN MARSilALL1 ESQ. 

LATE CillEF JUSTICE OF TilE UNITED STATES, DELIVERED ON THE 

24TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER, AND PRECEDING THE DELIVERY OF A.N 

EULOGIUM BY HORACE BINNEY, ESQ, 

Brethren, 

Forasmuch as it hath pleased Almighty God, in 

his wise Providence, to take out of this world the Hon. 

John Marshall, Esq. late Chief Justice of the United States, 

let us bow in lowly submission under this a:ffiictive dispen

sation. Let us offer up our thanksgivings, for the good. 

example, and for the signal services of the eminent deceased. 

And let us pray, that through Divine Grace, we may make 

a religious improvement of the mournful event commemo

rated ; so that after this transitory life shall be ended, we 

may rest with the Spirits of just men made perfect; and 

finally may attain to the resurrection of the righteous, at the 

second coming of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, in 

glorious majesty, to judge the world. 

Almighty God, with whom do live the Spirits of them 

who depart hence, in the Lord, and with whom the souls 

of the faithful, after they are delivered from the burthen of 
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the flesh, are in joy and felicity; we give thee thanks for all 

those thy servants, who having finished their course in faith, 

do now rest from their labours. Especially we adore thy 

name, for the eminent virtues and for the illustrious actions 

of the late Chief Justice of the, United States. While we 

acknowledge thy undeserved mercies in having given him, 

in times of difficulty and danger, to the counsels and to the 

administration of justice in this land, we pray that the 

present remembrance of him may impress us with due 

gratitude for the benefits, which through his agency, have 

been extended to us by thee, the Supreme Author of all 

good. May his memory be an incentive to all who shall 

.come after him in our Courts of Justice, and in all the 

employments of the state. And may posterity, while they 

shall inherit the lustre of his name, enjoy the benefit of his 

life, in a continuance of the happy consequences of his 

labours, and in a succession of great and good men, to the 

glory of thy name, and to the prosperity of thy people, to 

the end of time. we pray also ihat we, with all thy ser

van.ts · who have departed this life in the faith and the fear of 

tl1y holy name, may rest in thee, and have at last our perfect 

consummation of bliss in body and in soul in thy eternal 

kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

0 God, whose days are without end, make us, we be

seech thee, sensible of the shortness and of the uncertainty 

of this mortal life ; and may we be resigned to thy will in 
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every event of life and of death; and especially in the loss 

which we now deplore. The same we ask for thy ser• 

vants the family of the deceased, and for all allied to him in 

kindred or in friendship : beseeching thee that they may be 

comforted under their afllictions by the promises of thy 

word, so as not to sorrow as those who have no hope. '\Ve 

pray for them and for ourselves, that thy Holy Spirit may 

lead us through this vale of misery, in righteousness and 

holiness, before thee all our days; so that when we shall 

have served thee in our generation, we may be gathered to 

our fathers, having the testimony of a good conscience, in the 

communion of the Catholic Church, in the confidence of a 

sure faith, in the comfort of a reasonable, religious and holy 

hope,,in the favour of thee our Godr and in charity with all 

mankind. These things we ask through the merits of Jesus 

Christ, thy son, our Lord. Amen. 

0 God, who hast instructed us in thy holy word, to ren

der honour to whom it is due, we implore thy blessing on 

the celebration which is to follow. Support, in the discharge 

of this duty, thy servant to whom it is committed. May 

this tribute of gratitude be worthy of the name which it 

commemorates. May the inhabitants of this land, while 

they join in or approve of our present celebration, feel it a 

call to a due reverence of the laws, and of submission to the 

administration of them; and may all, who like the venerable 

deceased, have been eminent benefactors to mankind, like 
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him, also find grateful fellow citizens, honouring them in 

their lives and in their deaths, which we ask through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

"Now the God of Pea~e, who brought again from the 

clead our Lord Jesus Christ, that great shepherd of the sheep, 

through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you 

perfect in every good work, to do his will; working in you 

that which is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, to whom be glory for ever and ever. 

Amen.• HEB. xm. 20, 21. 

• The above (mutatis mutamlis) is the same with that used above thirty-five yelll'!I ago, 
on the occasion of the commemoration of President Washington, in presence of the 

then President and Congress, and before an Eulogy by General Henry Lee. · 



EULOGY ON 

JOHN MARSHALL. 


FELLOW CITIZENS, 

The Providence of God is shown most bene
ficently to the world, in raising up from time to time, and 
in crowning with length of days, men of pre-eminent good
ness and wisdom. Many of the undoubted blessings of life, 
which minister, and were designed to minister, to the eleva
tion of man, tend, nevertheless, by developing the inferior 
qualities of his mixed nature, to impair the authority and to 
deaden the aspirations of his immortal spirit. The unnum
bered contributions to the sum of physical enjoyment, .which 
a bountiful Creator has spread around us, afford such a 
prodigal repast to the senses, that if man were not some
times allured from the banquet by the example of wisdom, 
or driven from it by the voic'e of conscience or of inspiration, 
he would " decline so low from virtue" as to become inca· 
pable of discerning its beauty, or of rising to its delights. 
If there was not something within -or without, to remind 
him that these pleasures of sense were designed to alleviate 
the labours of virtue in her arduous career, and not to seduce 
her from it, it might raise the irreverent question, whether 
the frame of' man was adequately devised to contend with 
the temptations which surround him. Dut the wisdom of the 
Creator is justified in all his works. It is a provision in 
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the moral government of the world, to hold out constantly to 

mankind, both the example of virtue for imitation, and its 
precepts for obedience; and the moral constitution of man 
is never so depraved, as to be totally insensible to ·either. 
Sometimes the inducement to virtue is derived from the 
catastrophe which closes the career of vice; sometimes from 
that internal monitor, which however oppressed by a load 
of crimes, has always sufficient remains of life to breathe 
its complaints into the hearts of the guilty. To the sensual 
it often comes in the pains and disgusts of satiety, and occa
sionally to the most hardened in the awakening denunciations 
of future responsibility. The good find it in the pleasures 
of beneficence, and the wise in the enjoyments of wisdom. 
It is addressed severally to each, and with endless variety 
corresponding to his personal case and condition. But it 
comes to all, and at all times, and with most persuasive 
influence, in the beautiful example of a· long career of public 
and private virtue, of wisdom never surprised, of goodness 
never intermitted, of benignity, simplicity, and gentleness, 
finally ending in that hoary head which "is a crown of 
glory, if it be found in the way of righteousness." To this 
example all men of all descriptions, pay voluntary, or in
voluntary homage. There is no one from whom the impress 
of the Deity ~s so wholly effaced, as to be insensible to its 
beauty. The very circumstance of its duration affects 
all hearts with the conviction, that it has the characters of 
~hat excellence which is eternal, and it is thus sanctified 
while it still lives and is seen of men. When death has 
set his se~ upon such an example, the universal voice 
proclaims it as one of the appointed sanctions of virtue, 
and if great public services are blended with it, com
munities of men come as with one heart to pay it the tribute 
of their praise, and to pass it to succeeding generations, with 
the attestation of their personal recognition and regard. 
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It is such an example and such a motive, my fellow 
citizens, that have led the Councils of this city to commit to 
my hands the duty of expressing your admiration and 
gratitude for the illustrious virtues, talents, and services of 
JOHN MARSHALL. His last hours were numbered within 
your city. His unfading example here received its last 
finish. You were the first to mourn by the side of his ven• 
erable remains, after the spirit which enlightened him had 
gone to its reward; and you now claim to record your 
reverence for a name which after first coming to distinction 
in its native state, and then for a long course of years shed
ding lustre upon the whole country, has finally ceased to be 
mortal upon this spot. 

If its defective commemoration by me, could mar the 
beauty of this example, I should shrink from it, as from a 
profanation: but it is the consolation of the humblest, as it 
ought to be of the most gifted, of his eulogists, that the case 
of this illustrious man is one, in which to give with simpli
city, the record of his life, is to come nearest to a resem
blance of the great original; and to attempt to go beyond it, is 

----- with taper light 
To seek the beauteous eye of Heaven to garnish. 

JOHN MARSHALL was born at a place called Germantown, 
in Fauquier county, Virginia, on the 24th of September, 
1755, eig~ty years ago this day. It was a little more than 
two months after the memorable defeat of Braddock had 
brought to the notice of the British empire the name of 
George Washington, then a youth of twenty-three, whose 
courage and conduct in that disastrous surprise, were after
wards to be the grateful theme of his faithful historian and 

friend. 
C 
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His grandfather, of the same name, was a native of \Vales, 
who settled in Westmoreland county about the year 1730, 
where he married Elizabeth Markham, a native of England. 
Of four sons and five daughters of this marriage, Thomas, 
the father of the Chief Justice, was the oldest, ancl inherited 
the family estate callell "Forest," consisting of a few hun
dred acres of poor land in \V estmoreland. He removed 
from this county to Fauquier soon after he attained manhood, 
and having intermarried with Mary Keith, by which he be
came coniiected with the Randolphs, he sat down upon a 
small farm at the place where John Marshall, his oldest son, 
was afterwards born. The great proprietor of the Northern 
Neck of Virginia, including Fauquier, was at that time Lord 
Fairfax, who gave to George \V ashington the appointment 
of Surveyor in the western part of his territory, and \V ash
ington employed Thomas Marshall in the same business. 
They had been near neighbours from birth, associates from 
boyhood, and were always friends. 

Thomas .Marshall was a man of extraordinary vigour of 
mind, and of undaunted courage. When his assoc.iate and 
friend received the command of the American armies in the 
war of the Revolution, he left his estate and his large fami
ly, then or soon after comprising fifteen children, and em
barked in the same cause. Filial - respect and affection, 
have recorded of him, that he commanded the third Virginia 
Regiment upon the continental establishment, and performed 
with it the severe duty of the campaign of 1776. On -the 
26th of December in that year, he shared the peril as well 
as the glory of that enterprise, not surpassed in vigour or 
brilliancy by any thing in the Revolution, in which the Hes
sian regiments at Trenton were surprised and captured, by 
troops who had passed the previous night in contending 
with the snow and hail and the driving ice of the Delaware. 
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He was afterwards, on the 11th September, 1777, placed 
with his regiment on the right of the American army at 
Brandywine, and received the assault of the column led by 
Lord Cornwallis. "Though attacked by much superior 
numbers, the regiment maintained its position without losing 
an inch of ground, until both its flanks were turned, its 
ammunition nearly expended, and more than one half of the 
officers and one third of the soldiers were killed or wounded. 
Colonel Marshall, whose horse had received two balls, then 
retired in good order to resume his position on the right of 
his division, but it had already retreated."* We may be
lieve. that from such a father, the son would derive the best 
preparation for a career that was to exemplify the virtues of 
fortitude, patriotism, and invincible constancy in the main
tenance of what he deemed to be right. 

After residing a few years at Germantown, the father re
moved with his family about thirty miles farther west, and 
settled in the midst of the mountains east of the Blue Ridge, 
at a phi.cc called "The Hollow,'! in a country thinly peo
pled and des~itute of schools, but remarkable for the salubrity 
of its atmosphere, and the picturesque beauty of its moun
tain scenery. It was a place altogether admirable for the 
formation of a physical constitution, and for the develop
ment of its powers by athletic exercises and sports : and it 
was here that the son remained until his fourteenth year, 
laying the foundation of that vigorous health which attended 
him through life, and deriving from his father all the training 
in letters, which a then frontier county of Virginia, or the 
moderate resources of a farmer, could afford. At the age of 
fourteen he was sent for instruction in Latin to a Clergyman 
named Campbell, who resided in Westmoreland, with whom 

* 1 Marshall's Washington, 158. 
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he. remained about a year, having for one of his fellow 
students James Monroe, afterwards President of the United 
States; he then returned to his father, who about that time 
removed to the place called Oak Hill, which still remains in 
the family. He here received for the term of another year, 
some further instruction in Latin from a Scotch gentleman 
named Thomson, who was the clergyman of the parish and 
lived in his father's family; · and this was the whole of the 

classical tuition he ever obtained. But his father, though he 
had not himself enjoyed the benefit of an early education, 
was devoted to the cultivation of his children, and sought by 
personal instruction to supply to them what he had not the 
means of deriving from seminaries of learning. He was a 
practical surveyor, adequately acquainted with the Mathe
matics and Astronomy, and familiarly conversant with His
tory, Poetry, and general literature, of which' he possessed 
most of the standard works in our language; and these were 
the means, which, under his fostering attention, seconded by 
extraordinary facility in his pupil, and by a sweetness of 
temper which was his characteristic from birth, completed 
all the education the son received. It is the praise and the 
evidence of the native powers of his mind, that by domestic 
instruction, and two years of grammatical and classical tuition 
obtained from other sources, Mr. Marshall wrought out in 
after life a comprehensive mass of learning both useful and 
elegant, which accomplished him for every station that he 
filled, and he filled the highest of more than one description. 

The war of the revolution is known to have been in pre
paration for some years before the first blow was struck. 
In all the colonies, the topics of controversy· were familiar 
to the youth, and in none ~ore than in Virginia.· The 
most temperate spirits in the land looked to arms as the in

evitable recourse; and by their writings, their speeches, 
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their daily and familiar conversation, spread the preparatory 
temper around them. It was the retired soldier of Mount 
Vernon, who in April 1769, thus wrote to his friend George 
Mason, who afterwards drafted the first constitution of Vir
ginia: "At a time when our lordly masters in Great Britain 
will be satis.fied with nothing less than a deprivation, of 
American freedom, it seems highly necessary that something 
should be done to avert the stroke, and maintain the liberty 
which we have derived from our ancestors. But the man
ner of doing it, to answer the purpose effectually, is the 
point in question. That no man should scruple or hesitate 
a rooment to use arms in defence of so valuable a blessing, 
is clearly my opinion." 

This sentiment and others of the like strain, _universally 
diffused, led to military training in many parts of the coun
try. It was to furnish the only effectual answer to the pur
pose of oppression ; and as the heart of John Marshall was 
from his birth riveted to the cause of freedom, he devoted 
himself from 1773, when he was in his eighteenth 
year, to acquire the elements of military knowledge in a 
volunteer corps, with a comparative disregard of the further 
pursuit of his civil education, and of the study of the. law, 
which he had commenced. 

The battle of Lexington, on the 19th of April, 1775, 
brought to a crisis the protracted efforts of the colonies, to 
obtain the blessings of political liberty by appeals to justice, 
and to the principles of the British constitution. 

At this date, Mr. Marshall resided in the paternal mansion 
at Oak Hill, and his first appearance after intelligence of the 
event, was as an officer of a militia company in Fauquier, 
which had been ordered to assemble about ten miles from his 
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residence. A kinsman and cotemporary, who was an eye 
witness of this scene, has thus described it to me . 

. "It was in May, 1775. He was then a youth of nine
teen. The muster field was some twenty miles distant from 
the Court House, and in a section of country peopled by til
lers of the earth. Rumours of the occurrences near Boston, 
had circulated ·with the effect of alarm and agitation, but 
without the means of ascertaining the truth, for not a news
paper was printed nearer than ,villiamsburg, n<_)r was one 

taken within the bo~mds of the militia company, though 
large. The Captain had called the company together, and 
was expected to attend, but did not. John Marshall had 
been appointed Lieutenant to it. His father had formerly 
commanded it. Soon after Lieutenant Marshall's appear
ance on the ground, those who knew him clustered about 
him to greet him, others from curiosity and to hear the news. 

"Ile proceeded to inform the company that the Captain 
would not be there, and that he had been appointed Lieuten
ant instead of a better :-that he had come to meet them as 
fellow soldiers, who were likely to be called on to defend 
their country, and their own rights and liberties invaded by 
the British :-that there had been a battle at Lexington in 
Massachusetts, between the British and Americans, in which 
the Americans were victorious, but that more fighting was 
expected:~that soldiers were called for, and that. it was 
time to brighten their fire arms, and learn to use them in. the 
field ;-and that if they would fall into a single line, he would 
show them the new manual exercise, for which purpose 
he had brought his gun,-bringing it U_\} to his shoulder.
The sergeants put the ·men in line, and their fugleman pre
sented himself in front to the right. His figure, says his 
venerable kinsman, I have now before me. He was about 
six feet high, straight and rather slender, of dark com
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plexion-showirtg little if any rosy red, yet good health, 
the outline of the face nearly a circle, and within that, eyes 
dark to blackness, strong and penetrating, beaming with in
telligence and good nature; an upright forehead, rather low, 
was terminated in a horizontal line by a mass of raven-black 
hair of unusual thickness and strength-the features of the 
face were in harmony with this outline, and the temples 
fully developed.-The result of this combination was inte• 
resting and very agreeable. The body and limbs indicated 
agility, rather than strength, in which, however, he was by 
no means deficient. He wore a purple or pale-blue hunting
shirt, and trousers of the same material fringed with white. 
A round black hat, mounted with the bucks-tail for a cock
ade, crowned the figure and the man. 

" He went through the manual exercise by word and mo
tion deliberately pronounced and performed, in the presence 
of the company, before he required the men to imitate him ; 
and then proceeded to exercise them, with the most perfect 
temper. Never did man possess a temper more happy, or 
if otherwise, more subdued or better disciplined. 

"After a few lessons, the company were dismissed, and 
informed that if they wished to hear more about the war, 
and would form a circle around him, he would tell them 
what he understood about it. The circle was formed, and he 
addressed the company for something like an hour. , I re
member, for I was near him, that he spoke at the close of 
his speech of the Minute Battalion, about to be raised, and 
said he was going into it, and expected to be joined by many 
of his hearers. He then challenged an acquaintance to a 
game of quoits, and they closed the day with foot nces, and 
other athletic exercises, at which there was no betting. He 
had walked ten miles to the muster field, and returned the 
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same distance on foot to his father's house at Oak Hill, 
where he arrived a little after sunset.'' 

This is a portrait, my fellow citizens, to which in sim

plicity, gaiety of heart, and manliness of spirit, in 'every 
thing but the symbols of the youthful soldier, and one or 
two of those lineaments, which the hand of time, however 
gentle, changes and perhaps improves, he never lost his 
resemblance.'- All who knew him well, will recognize its 

truth to nature. 

In the summer of 1775, he was appointed first Lieutenant 
of a company in that Minute Battalion, of which he had 
spoken,-was ordered in the autumn of that year to the 
defence of the inhabitants adjacent to Norfolk, then menaced 
by a predatory force under Lord Dunmore, the Royal Gov
ernor of the colony; and on the 9th of December he had a 
part in the gallant and successful action at the- Great Bridge, 
where Lord Dunmore attempted to arrest their further pro
gress to -Norfolk, but was compelled by defeat to take 
refuge in his vessels, and to leave to the inhabitants the 
succour which had been sent them. Thus, at an age when 
the law regarded him as still in a state of pupilage to be 
defended by others, he was facing the •fire of the enemy in 
the defence qfhis country. 

In July, 1776, he was commissioned a Lieutenant in the 
11th Virginia Regiment in the continental service, with 
which he marched to the northward, where in May, 1777, 
he was appointed a Captain; and from this time till Febru
ary, 1781, with the exception of a part of the year 1779-80, 
he was constantly at the post of danger, and had before the 
age of twenty-six, given one third of his life either to pre
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paration for duty, or to the full and effective services of a 
patriot soldier. 

The principal events of his military life, have a peculiar 
interest for you, my fellow citizens, since the protection or 
the rescue of this city from the grasp of the enemy, was 
connected with most of them. His regiment belonged to the 
brigade of General \V oodford, which formed part of the 
American right at the battle of Brandywine, in front of 
which was placed the third regiment, commanded by his 
gallant father. 

On the fourth of October following, he was in the battle 
of Germantown, and in that part of the American army, 
which after attacking the light infantry posted in front of the 
British right wing, and driving it from its ground, was de
tained, while pursuing the flying enemy, by the fire of the 
40th British regiment in Chew's house. 

He was one of that body of men, never surpassed in the 
history of the world, who, unpaid, unclothed, unfed, tracked 
the snows of Valley Forge with the blood of their footsteps 
in the rigorous winter of 1778, and yet turned not theit 
faces from their country in resentment, nor from their ene
mies in fear. 

He was again in battle at Monmouth on the 28th June, 
1778, upon the retreat of the British army from this city to 
New York; and thus in the course of less than a year, he 
was three times in battle under the immortal father of his 
country, and twice, in the fields of Brandywine and Mon
mouth, with the heroic La Fayette. 1Vashington-La 
Fayette-flfarshall-what names now more sacred to the 
lovers of constitutional freedom throughout this land! Bran-

D 
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<lywinc-Gerrnantown-~fonmouth-What battles could 
have equalled the disaster of these, if their rolls had returned 

such names among the dead ! 

On the night of the 15th June, 1779, he was in the cov
ering party at the assault of Stony Point; and was subse
quently an officer of the detachment ordered by Lord 
Sterling to cover the retreat of Major Lee, after his brilliant 
surprise, and capture of the British garrison at Powles' 
Hook, on the night of the 18th August. lie continued on 
the IIudson until th~ close of that year, when not being in that 
part of the Virginia line which was ordered to South Caro
lina, and the enlistment of the rest of the Virginia tro9ps 
having expired, he returned to his native state, and until 
October, 1780, prosecuted the study, and took a license (or 

the practice of the law. 

In October, 1780, when the man who was the only stain 
upon the fidelity of the American army, invaded the state of 
Virginia with a British force, Captain Marshall again joined 
the army under the command of Baron Steuben, and on the 
10th of January, 1781, was with it near Hoods, when the 
British troops, on their retiring to Portsmouth, sustained, in 
an ambuscade by the Americans, the only loss which on 
their part attended that incursion. Before the renewed in
vasion of Virginia in the spring of 1781, there being more 
officers than the state of the Virginia line required, he re
signed his commission, and in the succeeding autumn com
menced the business of his profession. 

And now, my fellow citizens, if in the heat and conflict 
of political parties, it sometimes happens, as happen it does, 
that the principles and motives of the best among us, are 
calumniated by imputed disaffection to freedom, to republi
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c:rnism, and to the good of the people, what more triumphant 
refutation of the slander, if it were uttered against John 
Marshall, than to hold up this brief sketch of the first twenty
five years of his life! A man of the people, deriving his 
existence from a cultivator of the earth : a stranger during 
youth to all the indulgences which nourish a sense of supe
riority to others, or deaden a sympathy with the humble:
imbibing his knowledge, his tastes, his morality, his esti
mate of mankind, from a brave and virtuous yeoman :-and 
at the age of nineteen, seizing a sword from the armory of 
his country, and without the thirst of military glory or the 
love of command, carrying it for six years unsheathed, in 
the cause of equal rights !-Such a man at the age of twcnty
five, must have turned out his father's blood from his veins, 
and have dug up from the native soil of his heart, every seed 
and plant of his youth, or he could have no choice but to 

live and to die a republican. 

Ilut a short time elapsed after Mr. Marshall's appearance 
at the bar of Virginia, before he attracted the notice of the 
public. His placidity, moderation, and calmness, irresistibly 
won the esteem of men, and invited them to intercourse 
with him ;-his benevolent heart, and his serene and at 
times joyous temper, made him the cherished companion of 
his friends ;-his candour and integrity attracted the confi
dence of the bar ;-and that extraordinary comprehension 
and grasp of mind, by which difficulties were seized and 
overcome without effort or parade, commanded the attention 
and respect of the Courts of Justice. This is the tradition
ary account of the first professional years of John Marshall. 
He accordingly rose rapidly to distinction, and to a dis
tinc;tion which nobody emried, because he seemed neither to 
wish it, nor to be conscious of it himself. 
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He was chosen a representative to the Legislature, and 

then a member of the Executive Council, in the course of 
the year 1782 ; but after his marriage in January, 1783, 
with Mary Willis Ambler, a daughter of Jacqueline Ambler, of 
York, in Virginia, he was desirous of leaving public life, that 

he might devote himself more closely to his profession, and to 
that domestic felicity which was promised by his union with 

a lady who for nearly fifty years enjoyed his unceasing 
affection and tenderness, and whom he describes in his will 

as a Sainted Spirit that had fled from the sufferings of life. 
He accordingly, in the year 1784, resigned his seat in the 

Executive Council; but although he was an inhabitant of 
Richmond, his friends in Fauquier, who had known and 
loved him from his birth, and took a most natural pride in 

connecting his rising name with their county, spontaneously 
elected him to the Legislature; and in the year 1787, he 
was chosen a representative to the same body for the city of 
Richmond. 

A day had now approached, when questions of momen
tous national concern were to display more extensively the 
powers of this eminent man, and to give to the whole 

American people an interest in his services and fame. 

Whoever speaks of the confederation under which these 
states achieved their separation from Great Britain, may 
safely do it in the language, and with the feelings of the 
Historian of Washington. "Like many other human insti
tutions," he says, "it was productive neither in war nor in 
peace, of all the benefits which its sanguine advocates had 
expected. Had peace been made before any agreement for 

a permanent union was formed, it is.far from being improba
ble, that the different parts might have fallen asunder, and a 
dismemberment have taken place. If the confederation 



29 


really preserved the idea of upiop, until the good sense of 
the nation adopted a more efficient system, this service 
alone entitles that instrument to t~e respectful recollection of 
the American people," and its framers to their gratitude."* 
With this just testimonial to a merit sufficient of itself to 
consecrate it in the affections of the country, it must at the 
same time be conceded, that the confederation was no more 
than the limited representative of other governments, and 
not a government itself. It was a league of Sovereigns, 
but not a Sovereign, nor had it& mandates the sanctions, nor 
consequently the efficacy, of a supreme law. With power 
to contract debts, and to pledge the public faith for their pay
ment, it had no power to levy taxes, or to impose duties for 
the redemption of the pledge. It was competent to declare 
war, but not to raise armies to carry it on. It was authorized 
to receive Ambassadors and to make treaties, but not to re
gulate commerce, their most frequent and most salutary 
object. It stipulated for the free and equal trade and inter
course of the citizens of all the states, but was without 
judicial authority to decide upon the violation of the com· 
pact, .or to declare the .nullity of the. violating law. It was 
in fine the organ of communication between the states, and 
with foreign powers, and was entrusted in certain cases to 
declare their respective relations, and to assess the propor
tions in which the members of the confederacy were to 
discharge their common duty, but it could effectuate notl1ing, 
until the separate consent and act of the states had supplied 
it with the means. Every case of non-compliance with the 
requisitions of Congress, and they were frequent and fearful, 
was consequently either a case of rupture and dissolution of 
the union, or of general paralysis. When the excitement 
of war had subsided, and a diversity of local interests had 

* 1 Marsh. Life of Washington, 429. 
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produced the inevitable birth of opposing wishes and opin
io~s, "a government depending upon thirteen distinct sove
reignties for the preservation of the public faith, could not 
be rescued from ignominy and contempt, but by finding 
those sovereignties administered by men exempt from the 
passions incident to human nature."* 

The years of peace which immediately ensued this glori
ous war, attested but too faithfully the entire inefficiency of 
this system for the maintenance of the character as well as 
of the interests of the American people. The debts of the 
nation were unpaid, even to "that illustrious and patriotic 
band of fellow citizens, whose blood and whose bravery had 
qefended the liberties of their country."t. The men whom 
we now seek for in every nook and corner of this extended 
land, to clothe them with the mantle of unsparing bounty, 
in gratitude for the smallest contribution of military service, 
are the survivors of those, who, having borne the burden of 
the whole war, were then suffered to perish in their rags for 
want of justice. Some of the stipulations of the treaty of 
peace with Great Britain, were confessedly violated by us, 
through the inability of Congress to enforce their perform
ance by the states; and the nation from w horn we had 
wrung our freedom, in a struggle not more illustrated by 
courage, than by that virtue which justified the appeal "to 
the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our 
intentions," could cite our defaults in peace, as the cause 
and excm;e of her own. Public credit was annihilated:
Private engagements were clisregarded:-State laws, instead 
of eorrecting the evil, in· many instances increased it, by 
relaxing the administration of Justice; and the fruit of the 

*2 Marsh. Life of Washington, i5. 
t A<l<lress of Congress to the States. 



whole was the prodigious birth of parties, in whose conflict 
the common mother that bore them was threatened with 
dishonour and death. 

These parties, in both of which there were many who 
looked with agony upon the state of the country, and at the 
crisis, which the unremedied mischiefs of the time must 
soon have brought on, were in all that regards our national 
union, discriminated by a broad and never to be forgotten 
distinction. On the one side, regarding the people as one, 
by their common sufferings, triumphs and interests, and 
dreading the catastrophe which they feared was at hand, 
they laboured to unite them in an indissoluble union, under 
one Federal head, having supreme power to regulate and 
govern the general concerns of the whole. On the other, 
regarding the states with partial affection, and jealous of 

every measure which tended to deprive them of any portion 
of the ultimate control, they magnified the danger, and 
decried the uses, and resisted the grant, of efficient powers, 
even to the confederation. 

It is known on which side of this great question was 
the immortal father of his country. "I do not conceive," 
he said in the year 1786, " that we can exist long as a 
nation, without lodging somewhere a power which will 
pervade the whole union in as energetic a manner, as the 
authority of the state govern~ents extends over ~the several 

states." Being called upon to use his personal influence, to 
bring to ~rder a body o( insurgents, whom the disordered 
state of the times permitted to grow into flagrant rebellion 
against the laws, he replied, "I know not where that influ
ence is to be found, nor, if attainable, that it would be a 

proper remedy for these disorders. Influence is not Gov
ernment. Let us have a government by which our lives, 
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liberties and properties, will be secured, or let us know the 
worst at once." On the same side, then and ever after, was 
JonN MARSHALL; and when the extremity of public distress 
had wrung from twelve of the states their consent to a con
vention for the revision of the Federal System, and that 
body had submitted for the approbation of the people of the 
several states the present Constitution, he was a delegate to 
the convention of Virginia, which met on the second of 
June, 1788, to take it into consideration. 

Virginia was divided with remarkable equality in regard 
to this instrument, for which there is now among us a pro
fession of universal admiration; and she sent the flower of 
her people to the convention at which it was to be consider
ed. Intelligence, talents, patriotism, and undoubted integrity 

of purpose, did not distinguish the parties in that body from 
each other; but they were irreconcileably opposed in _opin
ion, and respectively assailed and defended the fundamental 
principles of the constitution with the ardour of equal con
viction. The fire of PATRICK HENRY kindled in many of 
his hearers the most vivid apprehensions for the fate of the 
states, and of freedom itself, under the influence of a consti
tution, in the first words of which, " ·we the people,'' he 
saw the portent of consolidation, and in the title and office 
of President, "the likeness of a kingly crown." He 
alarmed them by the declaration, that by the power of taxa
tion, by that of raising an army, and by their control over 
the militia, Congress would have the sword in one hand and 
the purse in the other, "and that unless a miracle in human 
affairs interposed," .the nation could not retain its liberty : 
that the treaty making power would place the territory and 
commerce of the states in the hands of the President and 
two thirds of a quorum of the Senate ; and that by its power 
to make all laws which should be necessary and proper to 



carry its express powers into effect, "the government would 
operate like an ambuscade, and would destroy the state 
governments, and swallow the liberties of the people, with
out giving them pre,;ious notice." · Other delegates of great 
name and influence, the Masons and the Graysons, men at 
that time and afterwards most dear to Virginia, assisted to 
rivet these fears upon the public mind, by every variety of 
argument drawn from almost every provision in the Consti
tution, those especially to which there must be immediate 
resort, in the very first steps of its administration. 

Of the delegates who resisted these assaults, there were 
two whom subsequent events have distinguished from the 
rest by their long continued and elevated career. JAMES 

l\L\.n1soN, who had been a distinguished member· of the 
convention which formed the constitution, and had after
wards devoted his consummate powers with· HAMILTON and 
JAY, to the explanation and defence of the whole instrument, 
-this now most venerable and venerated man, the beautiful 
evening of whose illustrious life, is, to the delight of a grate
ful people, still unspent,-gave to it again the full vigor of 
his philosophical mind, and the copious resources of his 
mature and disciplined wisdom; and by his side stood the 
man we are assembled to honour, who turning from 
what was incidental or subordinate to the more important 
topics of debate, and shedding upon them the. light of an 
intellect, in whose rays nothing was obscure, dispelled the 
shadows which had been thrown around them, and in sus
taining the Constitution, unconsciously prepared for his own 
glory, the imperishable connection which his name now has 
with its principles. Fortunately for him, as for us all, the 
convention of Virginia adopted the Constitution; but the 
small majority of ten by which it was carried, and this brief 
notice of the objections to it, may show that the seeds of 

E 
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party <livision were sown, before the formation of. the pre
sent union, and that if the spirit of the confe<leration was 
not likely to misinterpret the administration of the Constitu
tion, it was as little likely to regard it with favour. 

The sentiments of Mr. Marshall upon the best general 
structure of government, declared in this memorable conven
tion, were those in which he afterwards lived and died. He 
was the friend of a government of sufficient strength to 
protect those rights in whose behalf government is instituted; 
but he was also, and therefore, the friend of the people, 
and of the principle of representation, by which rulers are 
kept in harmony with the people; and he gave his cordial 
preference to the scheme of regulate<l liberty, proposed in 
the Constitution, over every other form of :government upon 
earth. In his first reply to Mr. Henry, he said,·" I con
" ceive that the object of the <liscussion .now before us is 
"whether democracy or despotism be most eligible. .Those 
"who framed the systei:n submitted to our investigation, and 
" those who now support it, intend the establishment and 
"security of the former. The supporters of the Constitution 
" claim the title of being firm friends of liberty and the 
"rights of mankind. They consider it the best means of 
"protecting liberty. ·we, sir, idolize democracy. Those 
"who oppose it, have · bestowed eulogiums on monarchy. 
",ve prefer this system to any monarchy, because we are 
"convinced that it has a greater tendency to secure our 
"liberty, and promote our happiness. We admire it, be
" cause we think it a well regulated democracy." "The 
" honourable gentleman said, that a government should de
" pend upon the affections of the people. It must be so. It 
·• is the best support it can have." "',Ve are threatened 
" with the loss of our liberties by the possible abuse of 
"power, notwithstanding the maxim that those who give 
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"may take away. · It is the people that give power and can 
"take it back.. What shall restrain them? Th~y are the 
"masters who gave it, and of whom their servants hold it." 
"The worthy member has concluded his observations by 
"many eulogiums on the British Constitution. It matters 
"not to us, whether it be a wise one or not. I think that, 
"for America at least, the government on your table, is 
"very much superior to it. I ask you, if your house of 
"representatives would be better than this, if the hundredth 
"part of the people were to elect a majority of them? , If 
" your Senators were for life, would they be more agreeable 
"to you? If your President were not accountable to you for 
"his conduct,-if it were a constitutional maxim that he 
"could do no wrong,-would you b(safer than you are now? 
"If you can answer yes to these questions, then adopt the 
" British constitution. If not, then, good as that government 
"may be, this is better.''. 

It was the admirable temper in which these remarks were 
made, and the spirit of· sincerity and personal conviction 
which breathed in them, that drew from Patrick Henry, his 
short but comprehensive eulogium, "I have the highest 
respect and veneration for the honourable gentleman. I 
have experienced his candour upon all occasions." 

We are now, fellow citizens, at the distance of nearly 
half a century from the first movements of the government 
established by the Constitution thus adopted, and it is not 
possible to give an intelligible narrative of the life of John 

. Marshall, without a glance at them during the administration 
of the first President. The principal actors in them have 
passed away. Their conflicts of opinion,-their struggles 
for personal triumph, or for public favour,-have ceased to 

divide or to excite us, while the memory of their talents 
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and of their devotion to the public welfare, is perpetually 
coming up to us with fresh and renewed fragrance, as our 
senses take· in the scene of universal happiness which has 
crowned their labours. In referring to that day,_ it is our 
duty and delight, not only to remember this, but especially 
that we are speaking of one, whose heart was a fountain of 
good will to all, and who in the sharpest encounters of party, 
was a stranger to every feeling that embitters or degrades it. 
No man of truth or candour ever imputed to him a motive 
that was false .to his country. His venerabl_e form would 
almost rise to the rebuke of one, who should endeavour to 
heighten his praise by imputing such a ~otive to those who 

were his political opponents. 

The friends of the Constitution,.with whom the name of 
John Marshall will ever stand the first and most illustrious, 
were classed before and after its adoption, under the title of 
federalists, from their preference and support of the feder:i.l 
union, which it was designed to create. During the admin
istrations which ensued, the apprehension of its alleged 
tendency to overthrow the states, and to destroy American 
liberty, as it had not been entertained by them at any time, did 
not induce them to adopt a jealous construction of its powers. 
They acted upon the principle, that it was their duty to 
give this instrument a fair interpretation, and fairly to exer· 
cise. its powers in furtherance of its declared design, "to 
form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic 
tr?nquillity, provide for the common defence, promote the 
general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty' to our
selves and our posterity." As the sovereign people of the 
states had substituted the Constitution for the confederation, 
they believed that it consisted as little with their engagement 
of fidelity, as with the general welfare, to make it a confed
eration in effect, either by th~ rules by which it was ex
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ponn<le<l, or by the spirit in which it was a<lministered. 
They regar<le<l the states as strong by the ten thousand 
bonds of property an<l local association, an<l by the great 
basis of internal power which ha<l been reserved to them by 
the people. The union they considered as destined to con
tempt and speedy extinction, unless the powers given to it 
shoul<l be used in the spirit of the gift, to make it in its own 
sphere, what the states were in theirs. It was a time, how
ever, .when to practise upon these principles, now almost 
universally professed, wa~ to encounter the fears and honest 
prejudices of a large portion of the people, to a greater 
degree than we may at present be aware of. The people 
had been reared al the bosom of their respective states, with 
little experience. of any but .domestic authority, except that 
which was really foreign, and at the same time hostile; and 
they were not unsusceptible of alarm from preparations for 
a government which in some aspects appeared to be external, 
though ·it was truly and essentially an emanation from them
selves. The system was untried. ,vhat it certainly would 
be, was not known. ,vhat it might prove to be, was sin
cerely feared. The exercise of power under political con
stitutions of very different character, .being in many instances 
discriminated in degree, rather than in kind, its application 
in the mildest form becoming despotic if pressed to an ex
treme, it was not difficult in the obscure light of our just 
dawning government, to raise to an excited imagination a 
phantom of terrific threatenings, from the first acts of power, 
however mild and benign. 

In this state of the public mind, the first office under the 
Constitution was held by ,vashington, to whom, if to any 
man upon earth, universal confidence was due, for the quali
ties material to the prosperous issue of the new government. 
Nevertheless, his incomparable moderation, his self-abandon
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ment upon all occasions, in furtherance of the public weal, 
his repeated rejection of power, trust and emolument, his 
known reluctance to accept the _station, even at-the unani
mous call of his country, none of these could relieve his 
administration from the fears which the Constitution had 

engendered. 

The funding of the debts of the union, and the assump
tion of the state debts contracted in thewar-a proposed duty 
upon distilled spirits-the establishment of a national bank 
-an increase of the army to protect the western frontier 
from Indian aggression-and an enlargement of the duties 
on impost and tonnage, with a view to a permanent provi
sion for the discharge of the public debt, instead of leaving 
it to annual· appropriations, were- the principal transactions 
which marked the first official term of the first President of 
the· union; and we may ponder them as constituting an 
instructive chapter in the history of the human mind, when 
acts like these could before the year 1793, organize this 
nation into parties, who continued their struggle till the 
authors of this legislation ceased as a party to exist, and 
the fear of their prevailing policy ceased to exist with 
them. 

It can excite no surprise in those who are familiar with 
that day, that in the intermediate period, between the pro
clamation of neutrality in 1793, and the ratification of the 
British treaty in 1795, an endeavour to provide an armament 
of six frigates for naval protection, had to contend with the 
same apprehension of federal power; and that it was ne
cessary to palliate this first effort towards the foundation of 
our immortal navy, with a clause which' suspended further 
proceedings, if peace should take place with the regency of 

0 

Algiers.-It should allay the bitterness of parties that are, 
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and are to come, to cast their eyes back to the still visible 
distance of our first administrations, and to see how little of 
that which once divided the country, now remains to dis
criminate us. 

No state in the union took an earlier or more decided lead 
upon the. questions supposed to affect the power of the 
states, than Virginia. Her talents, her love of liberty, her 
love of fame, 

---- the spur that the clear spirit <loth raise, 

(That last infirmity of noble min<l,) 

continued to make her voice earnest, clear, and determined, 
in asserting the dangers of the federal administration, as it 
had been, in opposing the Constitution. At the first meeting 
of the state legislature after it had been adopted, the political 
sentiments of that body were such as to send the opponents 
of the Constitution to the Senate of the United States, in 
exclusion of Mr. Madison; and they adopted by a majority 
of two to one, resolutions enjoining Congress to call a con
vention, for. proposing amendments to it" to the effect, if 
successful, of throwing again open the whole subject of 
un10n, 

Of this legislative body, Mr. Marshall was a member, 
representing the city of Richmond, as he eontinued to do 
until the spring of 1791 . 

. He had attained a high professional reputation, offering 
every thing that great learning, extraordinary vigour of mind, 
and the purest integrity, can place within the reach of an 
eminent lawyer. He was a favourite with the people of 
Virginia; and in a professional career, undisturbed by poli
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tical connexion, there was nothing to obstruct his progress 
to universal regard and preference. But although no man, 
from the gentleness of his nature and the perfect balance of 
his mind and affections, could be freer from party excite
ment than he was, the success of the new government was 
near to his heart. He had laboured strenuously to endue it 
with the powers it possessed. He had studied_ its princi
ples, with as little disturbance fro~ passion or prejudice as 
our nature permits, and thoroughly approved them. He was 
moreover devotedly, and by hereditary regard, attached to 
the man, to whom the people had confided the exalted trust 
of first administering the Constitution, knew and appreciated 
his wisdom, his moderation, the equipoise of his passions, 
his exemption from ·the stain of selfish ambition, his fear of 
God, and his love of country. The united influence of these 
causes, together with the urgent instances of his friends, 
compelled him at the outset of the government to disregard 
personal inconvenience, in coming to its support; and ac
cordingly for successive years, on the theatre of his native 
state, where the sincerest admiration of ,vashington, did not 
prevent, nor scarcely mitigate the freest strictures upon his 
administration, Mr. Marshall gave the full powers of his 
intellect to the explanation and defence of its measures. 

He was perhaps the fittest of his cotemporaries for the 
performance of this office. It was impossible to .charge his 
life with a reproach. If a measure was. condemned for its 
tendency to produce corruption, from whom could its defence 
come with more effect, than from one who was known to-be 
incorruptible? If it was assailed for perniciously increasing 
the lustre or the influence of office, who could confront the 
charge with more grace, than one whose simplicity rejected 
·a11 the artifices by which weakness is disguised, or strength 
made more imposing to the prejudices of men? If it was 
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denounced as a dangerous excess of power, whose denial 
could be more accredited, than that of a lover and defender 
of freedom from his youth, and one who in his intercourse 
with the world, disclaimed the distinction and auth6rity 
even of his own talents? And above all, if the objection 
challenged the act as an usurpation· upon the Constitution, 
who was there then, and who has there been since, that 

I 

could surpass, or in all respects equal him, in touching the 
springs by which the inmost sense of the instrument is un
locked, and displayed to view? The application of his 
powers in this cause, was an admirable exercise for himself, 
enlarging and fortifying his mi?-d for the great duties he was 
destined to perform. It preserved the warmth of his heart, 
and the genfal flow of his affections towards his country, 
and its institutions, and if success and conviction did not 
follow his exertions, they did not inflame opposition, nor 
provoke resentments. His manner of debating then and 
ever after in representative bodies, was as grave as trnth and 
reason could make it. Ile trusted to these alone for effect. 
He resorted to none of those arts of oratory which so often 
disturb their influence; and if he failed to win over his 
opponents, he did not alienate their respect and good will. 

He declined a re-election in 1792, and from this time 
until 1795, continued in the practice of his profession. 

In the last of these years the country was agitated to. a 
degree transcending all former experience, by the ratification 
of the treaty with Great Britain. Scarcely· any public 
measure which in the ·sequel has done so much good and so 
little injury to the nation, has been in the outset the occa
sion of more general and intense dissatisfaction. While the 
Constitution was in the hands of the people for rejection or 
adoption, the power by treaty, to regulate our relations with 

F 
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the world, and to affect the commerce of the country with 
the obligatory force of a supreme law, without the inter
vention of Congress, was an undisputed construction of its 
language, and was regarded in some of the conventions, as 

one of its most dangerous provisions. In the excitement 
occasioned by the treaty with Great Britain, this construc
tion was rejected. The authority of Congress to regulate 
commerce, was inferred to be exclusive from t1ie general 
grant of the power to that department, or to imply a final 
control over a treaty having this aspect; and even the 
pledge of the public faith for the execution of a treaty, was 
asserted to be incomplete, while Congress withheld ~he 
appropriations which it made necessary. ,ve may perceive 
in our existing relations with a foreign government, how 
remarkably the opinions of the people upon th1s point, have 
in the course of forty years converged to unanimity! The 
question was then ne,v and of infinite moment. It was the 
first great occasion for discussing the limits of the treaty 
making power, for it was the first treaty upon which a large 
portion of the people, with whom the representative branch 
was likely to sympathize, had differed from the executive; 
and it was a crisis moreover in which war with England, or 
discord equivalent to war with France, was the apparent 
alternative of a decision either way. 

It was at this time that Mr. Marshall again held a seat in 
the Legislature of Virginia, to which the sagacity of his 
friends had elected him against his consent. The Senators 
of Virginia had refused to concur in the ratification of the 
treaty. An opinion of great influence was afterwards ex
pressed in that state, impeaching the treaty as one' in which 
"the rights, the interest, the honour and the faith of the 
nation were grossly sacrificed." It was here of course 
that the constitutional defect as well· as every other objec
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tion that could encourage the House of Representatives to 
defeat the treaty by refusing the appropriations, was urged 
with all the ardour of excited feelings, and with the energy of 
sincere belief. But upon a question of constitutional law, no 
feelings ,and no conviction that were not in harmony with 
the truth, could resist the powers of John Marshall. The 
memory of the surviving witnesses of his memorable effort 
upon that occasion, is believed to be the only record of it 
which exists. It is remembered as an admirable display of 
the finest powers of. reasoning, accompanied with an ex
hibition of the fullest knowledge and comprehension of the 
history and scope of the Constitution, and of the public 
i1iterests affected by the treaty; and its effect will foreve~ be 
seen in the resolution which the house adopted. It did not 
touch the constitutional objection in any of its forms, nor 
directly question the expediency· of the treaty; but it ex
pressed the highest sense of the integrity, patriotism and 
wisdom of the President of the United States, and declared 
that in approving the votes of the senators of that state re
lative to the treaty, the assembly did in no wise mean to 
censure the motives which influenced him to the ratification. 

This period of the life of Chief Justice Marshall, taken 
in connection with that which preceded, and contemplated 
in reference to what finally proved to be his great duty, and 
the crown of his public services, cannqt be regarded without 
emotion, by any one who acknowledges a providence in the 
affairs of men. 

The day was ·10 come, and was not distant, when laws 
enacted by the representatives of a free and sovereign peo
ple, were to be submitted to a comparison with the Constitu
tion of the nation, and to stand or fall by the decrees of a 
court destitute of the smallest portion of political power, and 
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having no independent authority but that of reason. The 
passions of the people, the interests of the state~, and the 
power of both, were to be controlled arid overruled in this 
name; or if it should be despised and rejected, the only 
bond of the union that would remain, was to be that which 
alone remains to nations after reason and law have departed 

from the earth. 

The mind of. man cannot conceive of a finer contrivance 
than the judicial power of the union to give regularity and 
harmony to a system, the parts .of which acknowledge inde
pendent laws, and gravitate. as it were towards different 
suns, while the whole move in one common orbit, and are 
bound to obey a central attraction for the maintenance of 
internal order, and of their relations to the external world. 
But the essence of this attraction is reason rather .than force, 
and the great fountain which supplies it, is in this supreme 
and central court; and we might tremble to ask, where 
would the greater disturbances of the system look for their 
corrective, if the supply of this celestial influence should 
fail, if her bosom should cease to be the seat of the law, and 
her voice the harmony of the union. 

. . -~ 
For the first of the offices in this august court, what vir

tues then, what intellectual powers, what training could have 
more the cast of apparent destination, than those of this 
eminent man. To the eye of the world, his connection with 
the war, with the confederacy, with the adoption of the Con
stitution, with the conflicts of opinion it excited, and the 
.contests which its first operations produced, may have ap
peared casual. His consent to serve in legislative assemblies 
was often reluctant and sometimes withheld. Office, power 
and public honours, lie never sought. They sought. him, 
and never found him prepared to welcome them, except as 
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a sense of duty commanded. The last thing to which his 
eye was directed, was probably the office which he finally 
hel<l. But we can now look back, and see with certainty, 
that it was this very combination of patriot soldier, lawyer, 
and statesman, and·strenuous defender and expoun<ler of the 
Constitution, united with his republican simplicity of man
ners, the amenity of his temper, and his total exemption 
from that stain by which the angels fell, that was filling 
the measure of his accomplishments for it, and preparing 
the whole country to acknowledge that no one could fill it so 
well. 

After the argument upon the British treaty, which made 
·him universally known, Mr. Marshall was regarded as be
longing to the nation. The President offered to his accept
ance the office of Attorney General of the United States, 
which he felt himself at liberty to decline. Upon the recall 
of Mr. Monroe from France in the year 1796, he was in
vited to take the appointment of minister to that nation, but 
he again declined. Ile continued in the Legislature of Vir
ginia, and prosecuted his profession with assiduity and still 
increasing reputation. It was in this year, and at the bar of 
the Supreme Court of the United States, in this city, that he 
justified his professional fame by his argument in the great 
cause of the Virginia debts. In the following year when 
under peculiar circumstances it was deemed proper to make 
a last effort to avert hostilities with France by a special mis
sion, his sense of patriotic duty overcame his reluctance, and 
he accepted the appointment offered to him, in conjunction 
with General Pinckney and Mr. Gerry, by Mr. Adams then 
President of the United States. 

No man in the nation was fitter for the office by firmness, 
by moderation, by true American spirit, extensive know
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ledge of political events, and thorough competency to justify 
the course of Washington's administration towanls France. 
It was at the same time a post of great difficulty and respon
sibility. From the first outbreaking of that revolution which 
he has described as " the admiration, the wonder, and the 
terror of the civilized world," the gratitude of this people 
for aid in the revolutionary war, and their sympathy with 
the cause of freedom, gave them the strongest interest in 
the establishment of a free government in France. They 
felt it universally, and they expressed it in every form that 
grateful hearts could suggest. The affection was deep,' sin
cere, and enthusiastic. The first excesses of the revolution 
did not arrest, nor to any great degree abate, the force of 
this generous current. They were attributed to the strength 
of the bondage by which the people of France had been 
chained to the earth, and which nothing but convulsions 
,coqld shatter to pieces. But as from day to day they be
came more frightful in that career which was to cover 
France with blood and horror, many of her sincerest friends, 
more than doubted whether these were the lineaments of 
true liberty, and whether it was the duty of gratitude to 
admire and to praise them. Upon this point, and possibly 
because we were so upon others, we became a divided peo
ple; and when the declaration of war by France against 
Great Britain, made it her interest as it was her undisguised 
purpose to draw us into an alliance with, her, it required all 
the firmness and personal influence of that immortal man, 
who .was then at the. head of our government, to hold our 
nation to the safe and middle path of neutrality. Our treaty 
w:ith Great Britain, increased the division among ourselves, 
aggravated the complaints of France, and at length led to a 
scene of unparalleled outrage upon our property, our peace, 
and our independence. Pursuing that policy which from 
the <;>utset marked her course towards those who either op
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posed or stood aloof from her, France openly attempted to 
separate this people from those whom they had selected to 

admini8ter their government. In November, 1796, the 
French minister to this country, in announcing to the Secre
tary of State by order of the directory, the suspension of 
his functions, concluded his letter by an inflammatory apos
trophe to the American people, calling: upon them to remem
ber that this government had made a treaty of amity with 
the tyrant of the seas, who had declared a war of death to 
the French nation for having cemented with its blood "the 
independence of the- United States. "Let your government 
return to itself,'' was its concluding sentence, "and you 
will find in Frenchmen faithful friends and generous allies.'' 

In the same spirit the Directory refused to receive Gene
ral Pinckney, the minister appointed to succeed Mr. Mon
roe, and compelled him to leave the territories of the Repub
lic; · and its President, in his formal address at the audience 
of leave given· to Mr. Monroe, declared that France would 
not " degrade herself by calculating the consequences of the 
condesccndence of the American government to the sugges
tions of her former tyrants;" but the American minister was 
requested to assure the " good American people, that like 
them France adored Liberty, that they would always have 
her esteem, :1nd that they would find in the French people 
that republican generosity, which knows how to grant peace, 
as it does to cause its sovereignty to be respected." 

What, my fellow citizens, would be the effect of an ap
peal in the same spirit to the American people, at the present 
hour? What would be the response at this day, to such an 
invasion of American independence? One universal cry of 
disdain and defiance from the farthest extremity of Maine to 
the Gulf of Mexico. In party divisions still continuing, and 
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never to cease, the inseparable· attendant of aa the free 
states that have ever existed, the mingled good and evil of 
the best governments that man has ever formed, we strive 
for the power to order and appoint our own house as we 
deem best; but the very stmggle has bound us the more to 
our country, and would indignantly throw off from the con
test the intrusion of aliens, as an imputation and stain upon 
our filial love. · 

It was at a special session of Congress, convened upon 
the receipt of the despatches of Gen~ral Pinckney, that the 
President of the United States, on the 31st May, 1797, 
nominated that gentleman, together with Francis Dana, 
chief justice of the state of Massachusetts, and General John 
.Marshall, to be Ministers to the French Republic. Mr. 
Gerry was subsequently nominated _upon Mr. Dana's de
clining to accept the appointment. In the message to the 
Senate which made this nomination, the President stated, 
that in the then critical and singular circumstances, it was 
of great importance to engage the confidence of the great 
portions of the Union in the character of the persons em
ployed, and the measures which ought to be adopted; and 
he had therefore thought it expedient to nominate persons of 
talents and integrity, long known and intrusted in the three 
great di visions of the Union; and in his message to the 
House of Representatives, with a spirit and fearlessness in 
the cause of his country, in which Mr. Adams was second 
to no man that ever lived, he said, " such attempts to sepa
rate the people from their government, to persuade them 
that they had different affections, principles and interests, 
from those of their fellow citizens, whom they had them
selves chosen to manage their common concerns, and thus 

to produce divisions fatal .to our peace, ought to be repelled 
with a decision which should convince France and the world, 



that we were not a degraded people, humiliated under a 
colonial spirit of fear, and sense of inferiority, fitted to be 
the miserable instruments of foreign influence, and regard
less of· honour, character and interest." Immortal senti
·ments, worthy of a founder of the republic, and worthy to 
unite with the blood of her own citizens, in cementing her 
independence! 

It was reserved for such a revolution as that of France, to 
add the page to history which records the course and 
termination of this celebrated mission. The ministers were 
surrounded in Paris by the apparatus of a revolutionary 
power, the terrors of which were only alleviated by com
parison with some of its preceding for~s. They . were 
unaccredited, unrespected; unprotected, and were daily suf
f~ring in. their persons both contumely and insult. Tliey 
were assailed informally, but at the undoubted instigation of 
the minister of foreign affairs, with the flagitious demand of 
money for official use. and distribution, as the conditional 
price of the liberty to negotiate for an adjustment of differ
ences; and they were menaced, if they should refuse to pay 
the bribe, that party in their own country, would and should 
renounce them as corrupted by British influence to rupture 
the negotiation. 

Nothing however could _shake the constant minds of the 
American ministers. No unworthy fear could make them 
abate one jot or tittle of their whole duty to their country. 
They silenced the panders to this infamous. venality with 
the answer of "no, no, not a sixpence;" and though denied 
the privilege of negotiation, they gained the whole merit, 
and perhaps more than the whole benp.fit of it, by forcing 
upon the minister of foreign affairs, before they received 
their passports, a defence of _their country, and a bill of 

G 
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accusations against France, so full, so clear, so profound in 
its arguments, and withal so dignified and moderate in its 
tone, so truly and thoroughly American in its whole spirit,. 
that it did not admit of refutation, nor of any limitation or 

qualification of praise. 

The letters of the 17th January and 3d April, 1798, to 
Talleyrand the minister of foreign relations, 'will reward 
:perusal at all times as admirable specimens of diplomacy. 
They have always been attributed to the pen of Mr. Mar
shall. They bear internal marks of it. We have since 
become familiar with his simple and masculine style,-his 
direct, connected, and demonstrative reasoning-the infre
quency of his resort to illustrations, and the pertinency ~d 
truth of the few which he uses-the absence of all violent 
assertion-the impersonal form of his positions, and espe
cially with the candour, as much the character of the man 
as of his writings, with which he allows to the opposing 
argument its fair strength, without attemp.ting to elude_it, or 
escape from it, by a subtlety. Every line that he has written 
bears the stamp of sincerity; and if his arguments fail to 

produce conviction, they never raise a doubt, nor the shadow 
of a doubt, that they proceed from it. 

The impression made by the despatches of the American 
ministers was immediate and extensive. Mr. Marshall ar
rived in New York on the 17th of June, 1798. His entrance 
into this city on the 19th, had the eclat of a triumph. · The 
military corps escorted him from Frankford to the city, 
where the citizens crowded his lodgings to testify their 
veneration and gratitude. Public addresses were made to 
him, breathing sentiments of the liveliest affection and re
spe,ct, A public dinner was given to him by members or' 
both houses of Congress " as an e~idence of affection for 
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" his person, and of their grateful approbation of the patriotic 
·~ firmness, with which he sustained the dignity of his 
•• country during his important mission;" and the co~nt~y at 
large responded with one voice to the sentiment pro· 
nounced at this celebration, "l\1illions for defence, b'ut not 

I 
"a cent for tribute." 

Mr. Marshall immediately after this returned to Virginia, 
and renewed his professional practice with a determination 
to be no further connected with political· life; and nothing 
perhaps would hav_e shaken his purpose, but an appeal 
.which no determination could resist .• ,ve are indebted for 
. . 

the fact to a memoir of the Chief Justice which claims to 
have derived it from an authentic source.* General ,Vash
ington, who had been appoiq.ted to the command of the 
armies raised by Congress for the expected hostilities_ with 
France, and who was affiicted by the spectacle of parties 
which still continued to cloud the country, invited Mr. Mar
shall to visit him at Mount Vernon. He there explained to 
him hi~ views of. the perilous crisis, pres~ed upon him with 
peculiar solemnity the duty which such men upon such occa
sions owe to their country in disregard of their private interests, 
and urged him to become a candidate for Congress. The 
more than sufficient motives for this request, were doubtless 
the commanding talents of Mr. Marshall, his familiarity 
with every branch of our foreign relations, the high reputa
tlon which he had acquired in the recent mission, and espe· 
cially the rare union of gentleuess and firmness for which 
he was universally known, and which made him as incapable 
of party excess, as he. was of. retreating before party oppo
sition. But his reluctance was great, and he yiekled it only 
to wishes, which upon a question of patriotic duty had the 

* :National Gallery of Portraits, Part Ill. 
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authority of law. He accordingly became a candidate, and 

was elected in the spring of 1799. . 

It was a rare fortune, and the highest possible praise, to 
be thought worthy of this solicitation by that extraordinary 
person, who was surpassed by IJ.O one in his judgment of 
men, or in his love of virtue or of country ;-and it was a 
striking vicissitude, which, as the first act of Mr. Marshall 
in the succeeding Congress, imposed upon him the affiictive 
duty of announcing on the 18th of December the death of 
"the hero, the patriot, and the sage of America." Those 
who were present on the occasion, can never forget the 
suppressed ·voice, and deep emotion, with which he in
troduced the subject on the following day; or the thrill 
which pervaded the house at the concluding resolution, 
which ascribed to ,vashington the transcendent praise and 
merit of being "first in war, first in peace, and first in the 
hearts of his countrymen." The biography of Washing
ton attributes to General Lee of Virginia the merit of this 
inimitable description, and modestly withholds the name 
of the member, whose introductory remarks were in all 
respects worthy of such a termination. 

The house of representatives in which Mr. Marshall had 
a seat, was perhaps never exceeded, in the number of its 
accomplished debaters, m: in the spirit with which they con
tended for the prize of public approbation. It was the last 
which convened in this city, and furnished a continual ~an
quet to such as had the taste to relish the encounter of minds 
of the first order, stimulated to their highest efforts, and 
sustained by the mutual consciousness of patriotic motives. 
The course of this eminent man, as a member of it, was 
such as all impartial persons must review without a cen
sure. His principles of government were fixed, his con
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fi<lence in the administration was'great, his apprehensions of 
public mischief from a radical change of its measures wo.s 

sincere, and he neither deviated from the path which these 
sentiments prescribed, nor faltered in it. But there was 

that about him which defended him from the assaults of 
party, and raised him above its suspicions. If he was a 

party man, he was so by position, and not from temper, or 

partial views. The homage which is paid to sincerity, 
even by those who do not practise it, was uniformly ac

corded to him; and the self-balanced mind which appeared 
in all he said and did, was an admitted proof that he drew 

from his own convictions, even that which went to sustain 

the efforts and to augment the resources of party. 

In a certain description of eases, those of which the law 
or the Constitution formed the main part, he was confessedly 

the first man in the house: When he discussed them, he 
exhausted them; nothing more remained to be said, and the 

impression of his argument effaced that of every one else. 
Of this class, was the resolution of Mr. Livingston, im

peaching an order of the executive, under a clause of the 
treaty with Great Britain, to surrender the person of Jona
than Robbins upon a charge of murder committed on board 
a British frigate. It was a question involving many of the 
greatest subjects that. can be presented for debate, the con
struction of the treaty, the principles of the law of nations, 
the constitutional powers of the executive, and those also of 

the judicial department. Upon such topics, huwever dark 
to others, his mind could_ by i"ts own clear light 

- sit in the centre, and enjoy bright <lay. 

The speech which he delivered upon this question is be
lieved to be· the only one that h_u/ ever revised, and it was 

worthy of the care. It has all the merits, and nearly all the 
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w1>jght of a judicial sentence. It is throughout inspired by 
the pure:st reason, and the most wpious and accurate learn
ing. It separate" the executive from the judicial power by 
a line so distinct, and a discrimination so wise, that all can 
perceive and approve it. It demonstrated that the surrender 
was an act of political power which belonged_ to the execu
tive; and by excluding all such power from the grant of the 

Constitution to the judiciary, it prepared a pillow of repose 
for that department, where the success of the opposite argu
ment would have planted thorns. . 

It has been said that his course in Congress was governed 
by his own convictions of right.- No act of Congress during 
that administration was more thoroughly associated with 
party, than one of the previous session~ commonly known, 
from its second section, by the name of the Sedition Law. 
He had not voted for it. Ile was not in Congress at the 
time of its enactment; but he voted for the repeal of the 
obnoxious section. Upon the introduction of a resolution 
to that effect, the journal o( the house records his vote in 
the affirmative, while the names of all those with whom he 
generally concurred, are to be found on the other side. 

There were measures of a different description which_ he 
proru;ited with the fondest zeal, and in conformity with the 
nearly~nh•ersal wishes of the country. His 11ersonal ven
eration f11r Washington was the fruit of l9ng observation 
and interc611.rse. It heightened his sense of the immeasurable 
debt, whichll\ common with all, he believed was due to the 
father of his ciluntry; and not satisfied with that cheap dis
charge of it, wh~ is· found in the cold apothegm, " that 
the best monument\of a patriot and hero, is in the bosoms 
of his countrymen,". ':he deemed it the s_acred duty of Con
gress to erect one, which should represent to the senses the 

•. 
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kindred image of the heart, and point the world and posterity, 
to all that was mortal of the founder of the republic. He 
submitted the resolution which invited the people . to an 
universal commemoration of their grief for his death, on the 
anniversary of Washington's birth. He submitted that also 

which asked and obtained for the nation the precious deposit 
of his remains; and he . reported the bill which passed the 
house of representatives for erecting a Mausoleum in the 

city of Washington : but the Senate postponed it to the 
next session, and he had then ceased to be a representative 
in Congress. 

His connection with the house of representatives was 
terminated by his appointment at the close of the sessiont 
as secretary of war. He was soon after appointed secretary 
of state, and continued· in this office the remainder of the 
year. 

Although he held the latter office but a few months, the 
department contains the proof of his great abilities and patri• 
otic · spirit. It was his duty to correspond with the Ameri· 
can Minister in England, upon the interrupted execution of 
the 6th article of the British treaty, in regard to compensa· 
tion to British creditors, and upon the questions of contra
band, blockade, and impressment, which threatened to 

destroy the peace of the two countries ; and it is impossible 
to imagine a finer spirit, more fearless, more dignified, more· 
conciliatory, or more true to his country, than animates his 
instructions to Mr. King. Our relations with England were· 
now supposed to be in danger from a pending negotiation . 
with France, and thus in some respects the language which 
he held to France in 1798, became necessary towards Eng
land. It was adopted without hesitation. "The United 
States," he said, "do not hold themselves in any <legree 
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" responsible to France or to Great Britain for their nego
". tiations with the one or the other of those powers, but 
"they are ready to make amicable and reasonable explana
" tions with either. The aggressions sometimes of one and 
"sometimes of another belligerent power, have. forced us to 
"contemplate and prepare for war as a probable event. ,ve 
"have repelled, and we will continue to repel, injuries not 
" doubtful in their nature, and hostilities not to be misunder
" stood. But this is a situation of necessity, not of c1'oice. 
"It is one in which we are placed not by our own acts, .but 
"by the acts of others, and which we change as soon as 
"the conduct of others will permit us to change it."
This is the spirit, this is the temper, that gives dignity 
and security to peace, and carries into war the hearts of an 
united people! His despatch of the 20th September, 1800, 
is a noble specimen of the first order of state papers, and 
shows the most finished adaptation of parts for the station 
of an American Secretary of State. 

I have now, my fellow citizens, defectively traced the life 
of this eminent man to the age of forty-five; and you have 
seen him from his youth upward, engaged in various sta
tions and offices, tending successively to corroborate his 
health, to expand his affections, to develop. his mind, to en
rich it with the stores of legal science, to familiarize him 
with public affairs, and with the principles of the Constitu
tion, and before little more than half his life had run out, 
producing from the materials supplied by a most bountiful 
nature, a consummate work, pre-eminently fitted (or the ju
dicial department of the Federal Government. To the first 
offi?e of this department he was appointed on the 31st of 
January, 1801. 

At the date of this appointment, the Constitution had been 
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more frequently discussed in deliberative assemblies, than in 
the Supreme Court of the United States. Circumstances 

had not yet called for the intervention of that court upon 
questions opening the whole scheme of the Coi1stitution, ai1d 
thereby determining the rules for its interpretation; nor had 

any thing of previous occurrence established the meaning of 
some of the most important provisions which restrain the 
powers of the states, The Constitution is-undoubtedly clear 
in most of its clauses. In all its parts it is perhaps as free 
from doubt or obscurity, as the general language of a Con
stitution permits. Ilut a Constitution has necessarily some 
complication in its structure, and language itself is not a 
finished work. The Constitution of the United States has 
been truly called an enumeration of powers, ancl not a de
finition of them. It cannot therefore surprise us, nor docs. 
it take from its merit, that the language of the Constitution 
required interpretation. It is true of the time when this ap

pointment was made, that in many parts of the. greatest dif
ficulty and delicacy, it had not then· received a judicial in
terpretation. 

It was obvious moreover at that time, that the rapidly 
augmenting transactions and legi_slation of the states, and 
their increasing numbers also, must within the compass of a 
few years, present cases of interference between the laws of 
the states and the Constitution, and bring up for discussion 
those embarrassing questions·from which the earlier days of 
the Union had been exempt. 

For the duty of leading tho highest court in the country 
in the acljudication of questions of such magnitude, as well 
as of controversies determinable by the laws of all the states, 
and by the code of public law, including a range of inquiries 
exceeding that of any other judicial tribunal that is known 

ll 
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to us, was this illustrious person set apart; and when we 
now look back upon the thirty-four years of unimpaired 

vigour that he gave to the work, the extent to which the 

court has explained the Constitution, and sustained its su

premacy, the principles of interpretation it has established 
for the decision of future controversy, and the confirmation 

it has given to all the blessings of life, by asserting and up· 

holding the majesty of the law, we are lost in admiration of 

the man, and "in gratitude to heaven for his beneficent life. 

Rare indeed were the qualifications which he brought to 

the station, and which continued to be more and more de
veloped the longer he held it. 

He was endued by nature with -a patience that was never 

surpassed;-patience to hear that which he knew already, 
that which he disapproved, that which questioned himself, 
,vhen he ceased to hear, it was not because his patience 
was exhausted, but because it ceased to be a virtue. 

His carriage in the discharge of his judicial.business, was 
faultless. ·whether the argument was animated or dull, in
structive or superficial, the regard ofhis expressive eye was 

an _assurance that nothing that ought to affect the cause, was 
l~st by inattention or indifference, and the courtesy of his 
general manner was· only so far restrained on the Bench, as 
was necessary for the dignity of office, and for the suppres
sion of familiarity. 

His industry and powers of labour, when contemplated in 
connection with his social temper, show a facility that does 
not generally belong to parts of such strength. There re• 
main behind him nearly thirty volumes of copiously reasoned 
decisions, greater in difficulty and labour, than probably 
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have been made in any other court during the life of a single 
judge ! yet he participated in them all, and in those of 
greatest difficulty, his pen has most frequently drawn up the 
judgment; an<l in the midst of his judicial duties, he com
posed and published in the year 1804, a copious biography 
of ·washington, surpassing in authenticity and minute accu
racy, any public history with which we arc acquainted. He 
found time also to revise it, and to publish a second edition, 
separating the History of the American Colonies from the 
Iliography, and to prepare with his own pen an edition of 
tlie latter for the use of schools. Every part of it is marked 
with the scrupulous veracity of a judicial exposition; and 
it shows moreover, how deeply the writer was imbued 
with that spirit which will live after all the compositions of 
men shall be forgotten,-the spirit of charity, which could 
indite a history of the Revolution and of parties, in which 
he was a conspicuous actor, without discolouring his pages 
with the slightest infusion of gall. It could not be written 
with more candour an hundred years hence. It has not been 
challenged for the want of it, but in a single instance, and 
that has been refuted by himself with irresistible force of 
argument, as well as with unexhausted benignity of temper. 

To qualities such as these, he joined an immoveable firm. 
ness befitting the office of presiding judge, in the highest 
tribunal of the country. It was not the result of excited 
feeling, and consequently never rose or fell with the emo
tions of the day. It was the constitution of his nature, and 
sprung from the comp~sure of a mind undisturbed by doubt, 
and of a heart unsusceptible of fear. He thought not of the 
fleeting judgments and commentaries of men; and although 
he was not indifferent to their approbation, it was not the 
compass by which he was directed, nor the haven in which 

he looked for safety. 
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His learning was great, and his faculty of applying it of 

the very first order. 

Ilut it is not by these qualities that he is so much distin

guished from the judges of his time. In learning and indus
try, in patience, firmness, and fidelity, he has had his equals. 
Ilut there is no judge, living or <lead, whose claims are 
disparaged by assigning the first place in the department of 
constitutional law to Chief Justice Marshall: 

Ile looked through the Constitution with the glance of 
intuition. Ile had been with it at its creation, and had been 
in communion with it from that hour.· As the fundamental 
law, instituted by the people, for the concerns of a rising 
nation, he revolted at the theory that seeks for. possible 
meanings of its language, that will leave it the smallest 
possible power. Both his judgment and affections bound 
him to it as a government supreme in its delegated powers, 
and supreme in the authority to expound and enforce them, 
proceeding from the people, designed for their welfare, ac
countable to them, possessing their confidence, representing 
their sovereignty, and no more to be restrained in the spirit 
of jealousy, within less than the fair dimensions of its au
thority, than to be extended beyond them in the spirit of 
usurpation. These were his constitutional principles, and 
he interpreted the Constitution by their light. If it is said 
that they are the same which he held as a follower of ·wMh
ington; a member of the legislature of Virginia, and of the 
Congress of the United States, when party divided' the 
country, it is most true. Hi! was sincere, constant and 
consistent from the beginning to the end of his life. If to 
others it appeared that his principles were meant for party, 
he knew that they were devoted to the whole people, and 
he received his earthly reward in their ultimate general 
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adoption, as the only security of the union, and of the public 
welfare. , 

To these pririciples he joined the most admirable powers 
of reasoning. · When he came to his high office, hardly ·any 
interpretation of the Constitution could be assumed as true 
by force of authority. The Constitution is not a subject 
upon which mere authority is likely at any time to sustain a 
judicial construction with general consent. Reason is the 
great authority upon constitutional questions, and the faculty 
of reasuning is the only instrument by which it can be ex
ercised. In him it was perfect, and its work was perfect,
in simplicity, perspicuity, connection and strength. It is 
commonly as direct as possible, rarely resorting to analogy, 
and never making it the basis or principal support of the 
argument. Of all descriptions of reasoning, this when sound 
is most authoritative, and such therefore are the judgments 
upon the Constitution to which it has been applied. 

This is not the place for a particular reference to these 
judgments. During the time that he has been upon the 
bench, the court have explored almost every question in re
gard to the Constitution that can assume a judicial fonn. 
The obligation of contracts, and that which constitutes its 
essence,-the restraint upon the issue of paper currency by 
the states,-the authority of Congress to regulate trade, 
navigation, and intercourse among the states,-those princi
ples and provisions in the Constitution which were intended 
to secure the rights of property in each of the states, and 
their enjoyment by intercourse among them all,-have been 
investigated, and settled upon a basis not to be shaken so 
long as the law shall retain any portion of our regard. 

If I were to select any in particular from the mass of its 
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judgments, for the purpose of showing what we derive from 

the Constitution, and from the noble faculties which have 

been applied to its interpretation, it would be that in which 

the protection of chartered rights has been deduced from its 

provisions. The case of Dartmouth College is the bulwark 
of our incorporated institutions for public education, and of 

those chartered endowments for diffusive public charity, 

which are not. only the ornaments but among the strongest 

defences of a nation. It raises them above the reach of 

party and occasional prejudice, and gives assurance to the 

hope, that the men who now live, may be associated with 

the men who are to live hereafter, by works consecrated to 

exalt and refine the peopl_e, and destined if they endure, to 

unite successive generations by the elevating sentiment of 

high national character. 

In a thousand ways the decisions of this court, have given 

stability to the union, by showing its inseparable connection 

with the security and happiness of the people of the United 

States. 

While we think with just affection, my fellow citizens, of 

that state at whose bosom we have been nurtured, whose 

soil contains the bones of our fathers, and is to receive our 

own, and reverence her for those institutions and laws, by 

which life is ennobled, and its enjoyments enlarged, far 

from us be that purblind vision, which can see nothing of 

our country beyond the narrow circle in which we stand. 

The union is our country. The government of the union 
is our own. It breathes our breath. Our blood flows in 

its veins. It is animated with the spirit and it speaks the 
voice of the whole people. We have made it the depository 

of a part of that liberty with which the valour of the revolu

tion made us free; and we can never review the works of 
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this illustrious tribunal, since Chief Justice Marshall has 
been at its head, without gratitude to heaven, that it is the 

guardian of that part, which alone coulu enable us in our 
separate communities to destroy the value of the rest. 

What were the states before the union? The hope of 
their enemies, the fear of their friends, and arrested only by 

the Constitution, from becoming the shame of the world. 

To what will they return when the union shall be dissolved? 
To no better than that from which the Constitution saved 
them, an<l probably to much worse. They will return to 
it with vastly augmented power, and lust of domination, in 

some of the states, and irremediable disparity in others, 
leading to aggression, to war, and to conquest. They will 
return to it, not as strangers who have never been allied, but 
as brethren alienated, embittered, inflamed and irreconcilea
bly hostile. In brief time their hands may be red with each 
others blood, and horror and shame together may then bury 

liberty in the same grave with the Constitution. The dis
solution of the union will not remedy a single evil, and may 
cause ten thousand. It is the highest imprudence to threaten 
it,-it is madness to intend it. If the union we have cannot 
endure, the dream of the revolution is over, and we must 
wake to the certainty that a truly free government is too 
good for mankind. 

The decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
have raised the renown of the country, not less than they 
have confirmed the Constitution. In all parts of the world, 
its judgments are spoken of with respect. Its adjudications 
of prize law, are a code for all future time. Upon com
mercial law it has brought us nearly to one system, befitting 
the probity and interests of a great commercial nation. Over 
its whole path, learning and intelligence and integrity have 



she<l their combinc<l lustre. _Ilut its chief glory docs an<l 
ever will cradiate from those records, in which it has ex
plained, defended and enforced the Constitution. These are 
a great national monument so complete, so ample, and so 
harmonious in its parts, that if all preceding debates and 
commentaries upon the Constitution were lost, the union 
would still have in the arguments of that court, sufficient to 
elucidate its principles and limits, and to explain nearly all 

that is doubtful in it. 

The day of Chief Justice Marshall's appointment will 

ever be regarded as an epoch in the history of the Constitu
tion. The rules of its interpretation were still to be settled, 
and the meaning of its doubtful clauses to be fixed, by that 
authority which under the Constitution is final, and some of 
them regarded nothing less than the action of states, and the 
government of a nation. To have erred, would have been 
to throw into disorder and convulsion the movements of the 
entire system.· To have been suspected of incompetency, 
would have been to strike out the department from the hearts 
of the people, and to have left the union without a judiciary. 
What greater responsibility ever rested upon the judgments 
of a court? ,vhat greater triumph to human intellect and 
virtue, than effectually to accomplish so great a work? ,vliat 
nobler destiny than to be qualified and appointed for the ser
vice? ,vhat eulogy is equal to so great a name, as that of the 
man, who gave the last sands of life to his eightieth year in 
completing so much of it, and in tracing the plan of all that 
is to be done hereafter? Let it not be supposed that I claim 
for him the exclusive merit. His modesty would reject it. 
Justice withholds it. He has had by his side men now 
resting from their labours like himself, and men still living 
to continue them, who have contributed by their talents and 
learning to all that has been done, and will ever be honoured 
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for it by their country. Ilut it is both their praise and his, 
that they have improved their own powers by the inspiration 
of his wisdom, and have been raised to their eminence, in 
part, by the attraction of his example. In him his country 
have seen that triple union of lawyer, statesman, and patriot, 
which completes the frame of a great constitutional judge; 
and if we add to it "the heart of the wise man," inspired 
with the love of God, of country, and of mankind, and 
showing it in the walks of private life, as well as on the 
judgment seat, while we have that which the course of the 
world very rarely exhibits, we have no more than, for the ex
ample of the world, has been bestowed upon our country. 

·when the venerable life of the Chief Justice was near its 
close, he was called in the 75th year of his age, to give, his 
parting counsel to his native state in the revision of her 
Constitution. A spectacle of greater dignity than the Con
vention of Virginia in the year 1829, has been rarely ex
hibited. At its head was James Monroe, conducted to the 
chair by James Madison and John Marshall, and surrounded 
by the strength of Virginia, including many of the greatest 
names of the union. The questions to be agitated were of 
the last importance to the people of that state, and divided 
them, as they were never before divided in any period of 
their history. The basis of representation, and the tenure 
ofjudicial office, the former in by far the greater degree, were 
the occasion of fearful collisions in the convention, threaten
ing to break up the body into irreconcileable parties, and to 
spread the flames of civil discord through the state. It cannot 
be doubted that the presence and wisdom of these venerable 
persons, assuaged the violence of the contest, and contributed 
to reduce the general temper to that tone of compromise an<l 
mutual concession in which the tranquillity of a diversified 
people can alone be found. The reverence manifested for 

I 
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Chief Justice Marshall, was one of the must beautiful features 
of the scene. The gentleness of his temper, the purity of 
his motives, the sincerity of his convictions, an<l his wisdom, 
were confessed by all. This was indeed a homage worthy 
of his virtue, and of the eminent men who pai<l it. He stood 
in the centre of his native state, in his very home of fifty 
years, surrounded by men who had known him as long as 
they had known any thing, and there was no one to rise up, 
even to question his opinions, without a tribute to his per
sonal excellence. Ile spoke upon both the great questions, 
with brevity, and with no less than his usual power, con
sistently maintaining opinions which he had cherishe<l from 
the outset of his life; but he was the counsellor of peace, 
and in the spirit of religious charity, reganled with catholic 
good will those who differed from him. Upon one occasion 
he said-" after the warm language (to use the mildest 
phrase) which has been mingled with argument on both 
sides, I heard with inexpressible satisfaction, propositions 
for compromise proposed by both parties in the language of 
conciliation. I hailed these auspicious appearances with as 
much joy, as the inhabitant of the polar regions hails tho 
re-appearance of the sun after his long absence of six teclious 
months.''-This was the affection of his heart; but tho 
spirit of his understanding still divided truth from error, by 
a line as bright and distinct, as in the clearest hour of his 
rnericlian day. It was particularly on the question of judi
cial tenure, the subject upon which he could speak after 
probably more personal reflection and observation than any 
man living, that he poured out his heart-felt convictions with 
an energy that belongs to nothing but truth. The proposed 
Constitution, while it adopted for the judges of the Superior 
Courts the tenure of good behaviour, guarded by a clause 
against the construction which had in one instance prevailed, 
that the repeal of the law establishing the court, and by a mere 
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majority, should dissolve the tenure, and discharge the judge 
upon the world. In support of this clause, which was pro
posed by himself, and of the general principle of judicial 
independence, he spoke with the fervour and almost with 
the authority of an apostle. "The argument of the gentle
man, he said, goes to prove not only that there is no such 
thing as judicial independence, but that there ought to be no 
such thing :-that it is unwise and improvident to make the 
tenure of the judge's office to continue during good behaviour. 
I have grown old in the opinion that there is nothing more 
dear to Virginia, or ought to be more dear to her statesmen, 
and that the best interests of our country are secured by it. 
Advert, sir, to the duties of a judge. Ile has to pass between 
the government, and the man whom that government is pro· 
secuting,-between the most powerful individual in the 
community, and the poorest and most unpopular. It is of 
the last importance, that in the performance of these duties, 
he should observe the utmost fairness. Need I press the 
necessity of this? Does not every man feel that his own 
personal security, and the security of his property, depends 
upon that fairness. The judicial department comes home 
in its effects to every man's fire side ;-it passes on his pro
perty, his reputation, his life, his all. Is it not to the last 
degree important, that he should be rendered perfectly and 
completely independent, with nothing to control him but 
God and his conscience." "I acknowledge that in my 
judgment, the whole good which may grow out of this con
vention, be it what it may, will never compensate for the 
evil of changing the judicial tenure of office." "I have 
always thought from my earliest youth till now, that the 
greatest scourge an angry heaven ever inflicted upon an un
grateful and a sinning people, was an ignorant, a corrupt, or a 

dependent judiciary." 
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These sentiments arc worthy of the profoundest consider
ation. They were the last legacy of his political wisdom, 
from an incorruptible patriot, and one of the wisest of men. 
Standing as it were on the verge of life, free from all mix
ture and stain of selfish motive, having nothing to hope, 
nothing to fear from men, they are the parting testimony of 
his pure and disciplined reason. They are worthy of being 
written on the tables of the heart; and if elsewhere they 
may be disregarded in the spirit of change, or in the lust of 
experiment, let them animate us to preserve what we have, 

and to transmit it to our children. 

Fellow Citizens, this admirable man, extraordinary in the 
powers of his mind, illustrious by his services, exalted by 
his public station, was one of the most warm hearted, unas
suming, and excellent of men. His life, from youth to old 
age, was one unbroken harmony of mind, affections, princi
ples, and manners. His kinsman says of him-" Ile had 
" no frays in boyhood. He had no quarrels or outbreak
" ings in manhood. He was the composer of strifes. Ile 
"spoke ill of no man. He meddled not with their affairs. 
" He viewed their worst deeds through the medium of cha
" rity. He had eight sisters and six brothers, with all of 
" whom, from youth to age, his intercourse was marked by 
" the utmost kindness and affection; and although his emi
" nent talents, high public character, and acknowledged use
" fulness, could not fail to be a subject of pride and admi
" ration to all of them, there is no one of his numerous 
" relations, who has had the happiness of a personal associ
" ation with him, in whom his purity, simplicity and af
" fectionate benevolence, did not produce a deeper and more 
" cherished impression, than all the achievements of his 
"powerful intellect." Another of his intimate personal 
friends has said of him, "In private life he was upright and 



69 


" scrupulously just in all his transactions. His friendships 
" were ardent, sincere and constant, his cliarity and benevo

" lence unbounded. He was fond of society, and in the 
" social circle, cheerful and unassuming. He participated 
" freely in conversation, but from modesty rather followed 

" than led. Magnanimous and forgiving, he never bore 
"malice, of which illustrious instances might be given. A 
"republican from feeling and judgment, he loved equality, 
" abhorred all distinctions founded upon rank instead of 
" merit, and had no preference for the rich over the poor. 
" Religious from sentiment and reflection, he was a chris
" tian, believed in the gospel, and practised its tenets." 
This is the unbought praise of deep affection and intimate 
knowledge. It finishes his character in all his relations. 

That with which a stranger was most struck in a first in
terview, was the charm of his most engaging simplicity. The 
reputation of his remarkable powers of mind was coextensive 
with our country. Every one who approached him for the 
first time, was prepared to find something in the carriage of 
his person, the tones of his voice, or the strain of his conversa
tion, which should distinguish him as much from men in 
general, as he was raised above them by his station and intel
lect. But although these were extremely attractive and highly 
suitable, they did not display his mind so much as the be
nignity of his heart. There was in his daily manners an 
unconsciousness of what he was, or how he was estimated, 
and a freedom from effort, affectation and pretension, which 
makes the inscription he prepared for his monumental tablet, 
a perfect representation of the simplicity of him that lies 
beneath it. It records no more than his name and that of 
his deceased wife, with the date of his birth and marriage, 
and leaves a blank for the year and day of his death. 
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The worl<l, my fellow citizens, has produced fewer in
stances of truly great judges, than it has of great men in 
almost every other department of civil life. A large portion 
of the ages that are past, have been altogether incapable of 
producing this excellence. It is the growth only of a 
government of laws, and of a political Constitution so free . 
as to invite to the acquisition of the highest attainments, and 
to permit the exercise of the purest virtues, without expo
sure to degradation and contempt, under the frown of power. 
The virtues of a prince may partially correct the mischiefs 
of arbitrary rule, anr we may see some rare examples of 
judicial merit, wl ..;re the laws have had no sanction, and 
the government no foundation, but in the uncontrolled will 
of a despot; but a truly great judge belongs to an age of 
political liberty, and of public morality, in which he is the 
representative of the abstract justice of the people in the ad
ministration of the law, and is rewarded for the highest 
achievements of duty, by proportionate admiration and re
verence. Of all the constitutions of government known to 
man, none are so favourable to the development of judicial 
virtue, as those of America. None else confide to the 
judges the sacred deposit of the fundamental laws, and make 
them the exalted arbiters between the Constitution and those 
who have established it. None else give them so lofty a 
seat, or invite them to dwell so much above the impure air 
of the worid, the tainted atmosphere of party and of passion. 
None else could ha,·e raised for the perpetual example of 
the country, and for the crown of undying praise, so truly 
great a judge as JOIIN MARSHALL. 

THE END, 
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ERRATUM.-ln page 36, line 15 from to~, for "John Marshall will 
ever stand the first and most illustrious,'' read, 'John Marshall will ever 
staml among the first and most illustrious." 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE narrative of facts and some of the reflections 

in this Discourse are taken from a biographical sketch, 

written by me some years ago for the North Ameri

can Review. As those parts were derived from the 

most authentic sources, and as the reflections con

nected with them naturally grew out of the subject, 

I have not hesitated to adopt them, whenever 

they were appropriate to my present purpose. It 

would have been mere affectation to have attempted 

to avoid the same train of narrative or remark. This 

explana~ion is necessary to be made, lest I should be 

supposed to have appropriated without acknowledg

ment the labors of another person. 

Cambridge, Oct. 16, 1835. 





DISCOURSE. 


THE funeral obsequies have been performed ; the 
long procession has passed by ; and the earth has 
closed over the mortal remains of Chief Justice Mar
shall. Time has assuaged the first agonies of grief of 
the immediate relatives, who were called to mourn 
over so afflictive a loss; and others, who, looking to 
the claims of private friendship or to the public inter
ests, were astounded at a· blow, which, though not 
unexpected, came at last with a startling force, have 
had leisure to recover from their perturbation, and 

· may now contemplate the event with a calm though 
profound melancholy. 

It is under these circumstances, that we are now 
assembled together, to devote a brief space of time to 
the consideration of his life, character, and services ; 
and then to return again to the affairs of the wor Id, 
edified, as I may hope, by what he was, and warmed 
and elevated by a nearer approach to excellencies, 
which, if we may not reach, we may yet gaze on with 
devout respect and reverence. I am not insensible of 
the difficulties of the task of worthily discharging the 
duties of the present occasion. I am but too conscious., 
how much more successfully it ,vould have been accom
plished in other hands ; and how little is my own 
ability to do justice, even to my own feelings, in 
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attempting a sketch of such a man. I have not, how
ever, felt at liberty to decline the part, which has 
been assigned to me in the commemorations of this 
day, lest I should be thought wanting in readiness to do 
homage to one, who was the highest boast and orna
ment of the profession. There is this consolation, 
nevertheless, in undertaking the task, that it requires 
no labored vindication of motives or actions. His life 
speaks its own best eulogy. It had such a simplicity, 
purity, consistency, and harmony, that the narrative of 
the events, in their natural order, invests it ·with an 
attraction, which art need not seek to heighten, and 
friendship may well be content to leave with its origi
nal coloring. 

Of the great men, who have appeared in the world, 
many have been distinguis~1ed by the splendor of their 
birth or station ; many by the boldness or variety 
of their achievements ; and many by peculiarities of 
genius or conduct, which, from the extraordinary con
trasts presented by them, have awakeI).ed the curiosity, 
or gratified the love of novelty, of the giddy multitude. 
I know not, how it has happened, but so, I fear, the 
fact will be found to be, that high moral qualities are 
rarely the passport to extensive popular favor or 
renown. Nay; a calm and steady virtue, which acts 
temperately and wisely, and never plunges into indis
cretion or extravagance, is but too often confounded 
with dullness or frigidity of temperament. It seems 
as if it were deemed the prerogative, if not the attribute, 
of genius, to indulge itself in eccentricities, and to pass 
from one extreme to another, leaving behind it the 
dark impressions of its vices or its follies. The deeper 
movements of the soul, in the inmost workings of its 
thoughts, are supposed to display themselves, like 

http:awakeI).ed
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volcanoes in the natural world, by occasional explo
sions, which awe, but at the same time excite, the 
crowd of eager spectators. They are struck with 
admiration of what they do not comprehend ; and mis
take their own emotions for the presence of superior 
power. They are bewildered by the shifting exhibi
tion, alternately of brilliant deeds, and debasing pas
sions, of intellectual efforts of transcendent energy, 
and paradoxes of overwrought ingenuity; and being 
unable to fathom the motives or sources of anomalies, 
they confound extravagance with enterprise, and the 
dreams of wild ambition with lofty and well considered 
designs. 

And yet, if there is any thing taught us, either by 
the precepts of Christianity, or the history of our 
race, it is, that true greatness is inseparable from 
sound morals ; that the highest wisdom is but another 
name for the highest talents; that the genius, which 
burns with a pure and regulated flame, throws far and 
wide its beneficent light, to guide and cheer us ; 
while occasional corruscations serve only to perplex 
and betray us, or (to borrow the language of poetry) 
serve but to make the surrounding darkness more 
visible.. The calm and patient researches of Newton 
and Locke have conferred far more lasting benefits on 
mankind, than all the achievements of all the mere 
heroes and conquerors of ancient or modern times. 
One patriot, like Epaminondas, Scipio, or \Vashington, 
outweighs a host of Alexanders, Cresars, and Napo
leons. The fame of Justinian, as a fortunate possessor 
of the imperial purple, would have long since faded 
into an almost evanescent point in history, if his 
memorable Codes of Jurisprudence had not secured 
him an enviable immortality, by the instruction, which 
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they have imparted to the legislation of all succeeding 
times. He, who has been enabled by the force of his 
talents, and· the example of his virtues, to identify 
his own character with the solid interests and happi
ness of his country ; he, who has lived long enough 
to stamp the impressions of his own mind upon the 
age, and has left on record les~ons of wisdom for the 
study and improvement of all posterity; he, I say, 
has attained all, that a truly good man aims at, and all, . 
that a truly great man should aspire to. He has 
erected a monument to -his memory in the hearts of 
men. Their gratitude will perpetually, though it may 
be silently, breathe forth his praises; and the volun
tary homage paid to his name will speak a language, 
more intelligible and more universal than any epitaph 
inscribed on Parian marble, or any image wrought out 
by the cunning hands of sculpture. 

Reflections, like these, naturally crowd upon the 
mind upon the death of every great man ; but espe
cially of every one, who may be justly deemed a 
benefactor and ornament of his race. In the present 
case, there is little occasion to point out the manner 
or the measure of their application. 

JOHN MARSHALL was born on the 24th day of 
September, 1755, (a little more than eighty years 
ago,) in the county of Fauquier, in the State of Vir
gm1a. His father was Thomas Marshall, a native of 
.the same State, and at the time of his birth, a planter 

of narrow fortune and retired habits. Of this gen
tleman, who afterwards served with great distinction 

during the revolutionary war, having been appointed 

to the command of one of the Continental Regiments 

of Infantry, it is proper to say a few words in this 


. place. He was a man of uncommon capacity and 




9 


vigor of intellect ; and though his original education 
was very imperfect, he overcame this disadvantage by 
the diligence and perseverance, with which he culti
vated his natural endowments ; so that he soon 
acquired, and maintained throughout the course of his 
life, among associates of no mean character, the repu
tation of masculine sense, and extraordinary judgment 
and ability. No better proof, indeed, need be ad
duced to justify this opinion than ihe fact, that he 
possessed the unbounded confidence, respect, and admi
ration of all his children at that mature period of their 
lives, when they were fully able to appreciate his 
worth, and to compare and measure him with other 
men of known eminence. I have myself often heard 
the Chief Justice speak of him in terms of the deepest 
affection and reverence. I do not here refer to his 
public remarks ; but to his private and familiar con
versations with me, when there was no other listener. 
Indeed, he never named his father on these occasions, 
without dwelling on his character with a fond and win
ning enthusiasm. It was a theme, on which he broke 
out with a spontaneous _eloquence ; and, in the spirit 
of the most persuasive confidence, he would delight to 
expatiate upon his virtues and talents.-" My father," 
(would he say with kindled feelings and emphasis,) 
"my father was a far abler man than any of his sons. 
To him I owe the solid foundation of all my own suc
cess in life." Such praise from such lips is inexpres
sibly precious. I know not, whether it be most hon
orable to the parent, or to the child. It warms, while it 
elevates our admiration of both. ·what, indeed, can 
be more affecting than such a tribute of filial gratitude 
to the memory of a parent, long after death has set 
its seal upon his character, and at such a distance of 

2 
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time, as leaves no temptation to pious sorrow to exag
gerate what he was, or to excite the imagination to 
paint what he might have been. 

Colonel Marshall had fifteen children, several of 
whom are still living. Some of them, besides the one 
of whom I am mainly to speak, have attained high 
distinction as scholars and statesmen ; and one, whom 
I do not feel privileged to name, enjoys the reputation 
of a thorough acquaintance with that most difficult of 
all studies, the Philosophy of History. 

John was the eldest son, and of course was the ear
liest to engage the solicitude of his father. The means 
of obtaining any suitable education at the family resi
dence were at that period scanty and inadequate. 
Fauquier was then a frontier county of the State ; and 
whoever will carry back his thoughts to the dangers 
and difficulties of such a local position, far in advance 
of the ordinary reach of compact population, will 
readily comprehend the embarrassments and sacrifices, 
with which it was attended. Colonel Marshall was 
thus compelled exclusively to superintend the education 
of all his children ; and perceiving the rapid develop
ment of the talents of his eldest son, he gave him a 
decided taste for the study of English literature, and 
especially for poetry and history. At the age of 
twelve, the latter had transcribed the whole of Pope's 
Essay on Man, and some of his moral essays ; and had 
committed to memory many of the most interesting 
passages of that distinguished poet. 

The love of poetry, thus a wakened in his warm and 
vigorous mind, soon exerted a commanding influ
ence over it. He became enamoured of the clas
sical writers of the old English school, of Milton, and 
Shakspeare, and Dryden, and Pope; and was instructed 
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by their solid sense and beautiful imagery. In the 
enthusiasm of youth, he often- indulged himself in 
poetical compositions, and freely gave up his leisure 
hours to those delicious dreamings with the muses, 
which (say, what we may) constitute with many the 
purest source of pleasure in the gayer scenes of life, 
and the sweetest consolation in the hours of adversity. 
It has, indeed, been said by Sir James Mackintosh, that 
all men of genius delight to take refuge in poetry, from 
the vulgarity and irritation of business. ·without yield
ing to so general and sweeping a conclusion, it may be 
truly said, that it is not uncongenial with the highest 
attributes of genius, and is often found an accompani
ment of its nicer sympathies. 

One of the best recommendations, indeed, of the 
early cultivation of a taste for poetry, and the kindred 
branches of literature, is, that it does not expire with 
youth. It affords to maturer years a refreshing relax
ation from the severe cares of business, and to old age 
a quiet and welcome employment, always within reach, 
and always bringing with it, if not the charm of nov
elty, at least the soothing reminiscences of other days. 
The votary of the muses may not always tread upon 
enchanted ground; but the gentle influences of fiction 
and song will steal over his thoughts, and breathe, as 
it were, into his soul the fragrance of a second spring 
of life . 

. Throughout the whole of his life, and down to its 
very close, Mr. Marshall continued to cultivate a taste 
for general literature, and especially for those depart
ments of it, which had been the favorite studies of his 
youth. He was familiar with all its light, as well as 
its more recondite, productions. He read with intense 
interest, as his leisure would allow, all the higher lite
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rature of modern times ; and, especially, the works of 
the great masters of the art were his constant delight. 
While the common publications of the day feJl from 
his hands with a cold indifference, he kindled with 
enthusiasm at the names of the great novelists and 
poets of the age, and discussed their relative powers 
and merits, with a nice and discr'iminating skill, as if 
he were but yesterday fresh from the perusal of them. 

To many persons it may seem strange, that such a 
love of letters, and especially of works of imagination, 
should ever be found combined with the severe logic 
and closeness of thought, which belonged to his char
acter, and gave such a grave cast to all his juridical 
labors. But the truth is, that the union is far less 
uncommon in the highest class of minds, than slight 
observers are apt to suppose. There is not only no 
incompatibility in pursuits of such opposite tendencies ; 
but men of genius, more than any other persons, from 
their lively sensibility to excellence, are prone to have 
their curiosity awakened by any exhibition of it, in 
whatever department of knowledge or art it may be 
displayed. They feel the presence of superior power ; 
they are touched by the sublime reaches of kindred 
spirits ; they gaze on the wonders of that workman
ship, whose exquisite proportions they understand, and 
whose difficulties of execution they appreciate. They 
see the glory of that eminence, which is so proudly 
won, and so bravely maintained. But they can also 
measure, what few other persons can, what vast re
sources and uncounted labors have been exhaus'ted in 
the attainment. Thus, their sympathies are excited by 
every triumph of the human intellect ; and the very 
contrast of their own favorite studies and pursuits with 
those of others ~pens upon them new sources of pleas
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ure, in surveying the variety, as well as the magnifi
cence, of human genius. But to return to my narra
tive. 

There being no grammar school in the neighbour
hood, young Marshall, at the age of fourteen, was sent 
for his education about a hundred miles from his home, 
and was placed under the tuition of Mr. Campbell, a 
clergyman of great respectability. He remained with 
him a year, and then returned home, and was placed 
under the care of a Scotch . gentleman, who was just 
then inducted as pastor of the parish, and resided in 
his father's family. He pursued his classical studies 
under the care of this reverend pastor, as long as he 
resided in the family, which was about a year ; and he 
had at that time commenced the reading of Livy and 
Horace. After this period, he was left to his own 
unassisted diligence ; and his subsequent mastery of 
the Classics was accomplished without any other aids 
than his Grammar and Dictionary. He never had the 
benefit of any instruction in any college, or other pub
lic institution ; and his attainments in learning, such 
as they were, were nourished by the solitary vigils of 
his own genius. In English literature, he continued to 
receive the fostering care and assistance of his father, 
who directed his studies, and contributed, in an eminent 
degree, to cherish his love of knowledge ; to give a 
solid cast to his acquirements; and to store his mind 
with the most valuable materials, It is to this circum
stance, that we are mainly to attribute that decided 
attachment to the writers of the golden age of English 
literature, which at all times he avowed, and vindi
cated with a glowing confidence in its importance, and 
its superior excellence. His father, too, at this period, 
was not only a watchful parent, but a most useful and 
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affectionate friend ; and he became the constant, as 
he was also almost the only intelligent, companion of 
his son. The time, which was not thus passed in the 
society of his father, he employed in hardy, athletic 
exercises in the open air. He engaged in field sports; 
he wandered in the deep woods ; he indulged his soli
tary meditations amidst the wilder scenery of nature ; 
he delighted to brush away the earliest dews of the 
morning, and to watch the varied magnificence of sun
set, until its last beams ceased to play on the dark 
tops of the noiseless forest. It was to these early 
habits in a mountainous region, that he probably owed 
that robust and vigorous constitution, which carried 
him almost to the close of his life with the freshness 
and firmness of manhood. 

It was about the time, when young Marshall entered 
on the eighteenth year of his age, that the controversy 
between Great Britain and her American Colonies, 
which ended in the establishment of the independence 
of the latter, began to assume a portentous aspect. It 
could not fail to engage the attention of all the Colo
nists, whether they were young, or old, in the retire
ment of private life, or in the exercise of public politi
cal functions. It was a stirring theme of conversation, 
involving interests of such vast magnitude, and conse
quences of such enduring influence, that every patriot 
felt himself called upon by a sense of duty to rouse 
himself for the approaching exigency. Young Marshall 
could not be indifferent to it. He entered into the con
troversy with all the zeal and enthusiasm of a youth, 
full of the love of his country, and deeply sensible of 
its rights and its wrongs. Partaking of the spirit and 
energy of his father, he immediately devoted his time, 
with a prophetic foresight, to the acquisition of the 
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rudiments of military manreuvres in an independent 
company of .volunteers, composed of gentlemen of the 
same county, to the training of a company of the militia 
of the neighbourhood, and to the diligent reading of the 
political essays of the day. For these animating pur
suits he was quite content to relinquish all his literary 
studies; and the pages of Blackstone's Commentaries, 
to which he had already begun to direct his ambition, 
were forgotten amidst the din of arms, and the prepa
rations for open hostilities. 

In the summer of 1775 he was appointed the first 
lieutenant of a company of minute men, who were en
rolled for active service, and assembled in battalion at 
the beginning of the ensuing September. In a few days 
they were ordered to march into the lower country, 
for the purpose of defending it against a small preda
tory force of Regulars commanded by Lord Dunmore, 
and also of assisting in the relief of Norfolk, with some 
other provincial troops. Hearing of their approach, 
Lord Dunmore took an advantageous position on the 
north side of Elizabeth, near the great bridge, and at 
a small distance from Norfolk. A battle soon after
wards took place between the opposing bodies, in 
which the British were repulsed with great gallantry. 
On this occasion Lieutenant Marshall took an active 
part, and had a full share of the honors of the day. 
The Provincials, immediately after the retreat of the 
British, made their way to Norfolk; and Lieutenant 
Marshall was present, when that city was set on fire 
by a detachment from the British ships, then lying in 
the river. 

In July, 1776, he received the appointment of first 
lieutenant in the eleventh regiment on the Continen
tal establishment ; and in the succeeding winter he 
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marched with his regiment to the Middle States, then 
the scene of an harassing warfare ; and in May, 1777, 
he was promoted to the rank of captain. From this 
period he remained constantly in service until the close 
of the year 1779. He was present at the skirmish with 
the British light infantry at Iron Hill ; and he fought 
in the memorable battles of Brandywine, Germantown, 
and Monmouth. During this period of his military 
life, he was often employed to act as Deputy Judge 
Advocate, a situation, which brought him to a large 
acquaintance with the officers of the army, by whom he 
was greatly beloved, and among whom he deservedly 
acquired an extensive influence. I myself have often 
heard him spoken ofby some of these veterans in terms 
of the warmest praise. In an especial manner the 
Revolutionary officers of the Virginia Line (now "few 
and faint, but fearless still ") appeared almost to 
idolize him, as an old friend and companion in ar:i:ns, 
enjoying their unqualified confidence. 

It was during his performance of the duties of Judge 
Advocate, that he for the first time (I believe) became 
personally acquainted with General \Vashington, and 
(I am sure) with Colonel (afterwards General) Hamil
ton; for both of whom, it needs scarcely to be said, he 
always entertained the deepest respect, and whose un
reserved friendship, at a subsequent period of his life, 
he familiarly enjoyed. His opinion of Washington is 
sufficiently manifested in his biography of that great 
man. Of Hamilton he always spoke in the most un
reserved manner, as a soldier and statesman of con
summate ability ; and in point of comprehensiveness of 
mind, purity _of patriotism, and soundness of principles, 
as among the first, that had ever graced the councils 
of any nation. His services to the American Republic 
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he deemed to have been of inestimable value, and such 
as had eminently conduced to its stability, its prosper
ity, and its true glory. · 

There being in the winter of 1779, a great surplus 
of officers belonging to the Virginia Line, beyond the 
immediate exigencies of the service, the supernumera
ries, among whom was Captain Marshall, were directed 
to return home, in order to take charge of such men, 
as the State Legislature might raise for their command. 
It was in this interval of military inactivity, that he avail
ed himself of the opportunity of attending at ·wmiam and 
Mary's College the course of law lectures of Mr. (af
terwar<ls Chancellor) ·wythe, an<l the lectures upon nat
ural philosophy of the then president of the college, Mr. 
(afterwar<ls Bishop) Madison. He left that institution 
in the summer vacation of 1780; and soon afterwards 
received the usual license to practice law. In October 
of the same year he returned to the army, and contin
ued in active service until after the termination of Ar
nold's invasion of Virginia. Finding, that the same 
redundancy of officers in the Virginia Line still contin
ued, he then resigned his commission, and addicted 
himself to the study of his future profession. The 
Courts oflaw were suspended in Virginia until after the 
capture of Lord Cornwallis and his army at the mem
orable siege at Yorktown. As soon as they were re
opened, Mr. Marshall commenced the practice of the 
law, and soon rose into high distinction at the bar. 

In the spring of 1782, he was elected a member of 
the State Legislature ; and, in the autumn of the same 
year, a member of the State Executive Council. In 
January, 1783, he married Miss Ambler, the daughter 
of the then Treasurer of the State, to whom he had be
come attached, before he quitted the army. ·with this 

3 
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lady he lived in a state of the most devoted conjugal 
affection for nearly fifty years ; and her death, not quite 
three years ago, cast a gloom over his thoughts, from 
which I do not think he ever fully recovered. About 
the time of his marriage, he took up his permanent resi
dence in the city of Richmond. In the spring of 1784, 
he resigned his seat at the council board, in order to 
devote himself more exclusively to the duties of t4e 
bar. He was immediately afterwards elected a mem
ber of the Legislature by the County of Fauquier, a 
tribute of respect from the spot of his nativity the more 
marked, because he had already ceased to have any 
thing but a nominal residence there. In 1787, he was 
elected a member of the Legislature by the County of 
Henrico ; and he soon embarked in all the perplexing 
political questions, which then agitated the state. 

It is to this period, - between the close of the war of 
the Revolution, and the adoption of the present constitu
tion of the United States, - that we are to refer the 
gradual development, and final establishment of those 
political opinions and principles, which constituted the 
basis of all the public actions- of his subsequent life. 
He had entered the army with all the enthusiasm of a 
young man, ardent in the ca use of liberty, devoted to 
his country, glowing with confidence in the wisdom and 
virtue of the people, and unsuspicious, that they could 
ever be seduced or betrayed into any conduct, not war
ranted by the purest public principles. He knew the 
disinterestedness of his own heart ; and he could not 
believe, nay he could not even imagine, that it was pos
sible, that a Republic, founded for the common good, 
should not, at all times and under all circumstances, be 
exclusively administered for this single purpose. The 
very suggestion of any doubt upon the subject led him 
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to distrust, not his own judgment, but the intelligence 
or integrity of those, who ventured to breathe that 
doubt, even in the softest whispers. He had never 
heard of the profound remark of a great statesman, 
that a young man, ,vho was not an enthusiast in mat
ters of government, must possess low and grovelling 
principles of action ; but that an old man, who was an 
enthusiast, must have lived to little purpose. He could 
have learned nothing worth remembering ; or remem
bered only what was fit to be forgotten. Like the 
Shepherd in Virgil, in the simplicity of his heart he 
thought, that all things were at Rome, as they were at 
Mantua; - Sic parvis componere magna solebat. 
Amidst the din of arms, he found no leisure to study the 
science of government. He deemed it useless to con
sider, how Liberty was to be enjoyed and protected, 
until it was won. The contest for national existence 
was then instant and pressing. The only lights, which 
were on the paths of the patriot, to guide or instruct 
him, were those, which glanced from the point of his 
sword. The midnight hours were to be passed, not in 
the soft serenities of meditation, but in mounting guard 
on the outposts ; in stealthy patroles along the lines of 
the enemy ; or in repelling the deadly attack in the 
midst of the flashes and· the roar of well directed 
musketry and cannon. 

"When I recollect" (said he, in a letter written long 
afterwards to a friend,) "the wild and enthusiastic 
notions, with which my political opinions of that day 
were tinctured, I am disposed to ascribe my devotion 
to the Union, and to a government competent to its 
preservation, at least as much to casual circumstances, 
as to judgment. I had grown up at a time, when the 
love of the Union, and the resistance to the claims of 
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Great Britain, were the inseparable inmates of the 
same bosom ; when patriotism and a strong fellow 
feeling with our suffering fellow citizens of Boston 
were identical; when the maxim, 'United we 
stand; divided we fall,' was the maxim of every ortho
dox American. And I had imbibed these sentiments 
so thoroughly, that they constituted a part of my 
being. I carried them with me into the army, where 
I found myself associated with brave men from different 
States, who were risking life and every thing valuable, 
in acommon cause, believed by all to be most precious ; 
and where I ·was confirmed in the habit of considering 
America as my country, and Congress as my govern
ment." 

But the times were now arrived, in which the dreams 
of his early manhood were to be rigidly compared with 
the sober realities about him. The revolution, with its 
strong excitements, and its agitations of alternate hopes 
and fears, had passed away. The national Indepen
dence had been achieved ; and the feverish and rest
less activity of the past had given place to a state of 
languor and exhaustion, ,vhich· made the advent of 
peace itself a period of renewed anxieties, and heavier 
cares. What had been gained by the sword was now 
to be secured by civil wisdom ; by the establishment of 
wholesome laws, sound institutions, and well regulated 
government. And deeply and painfully did every 
lover of his country then feel the truth of the remark 
of Milton, - " Peace hath her victories, no less re
nowned than "\Var.'' 

Whoever is well read in our domestic history, cannot 
have forgotten the dangers and difficulties of those 
days. The close of the war of the Revolution found the 
whole country impoverished and exhausted by the 
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necessary expenditures of the contest. Some of the 
States had made enormous sacrifices to provide their 
own just contributions for the public service ; and m9st 
of them had been compelled to resort to the ruinous 
expedient of a paper currency, to supply their own 
immediate wants. The national finances were at the 
lowest ebb of depression. The Continental Congress 
had issued more than three hundred miilions of paper 
money, purporting on its face to contain a solemn 
pledge of the faith of the Union for its due redemp
tion, which pledge had been as notoriously violated. 
And, indeed, this paper money had sunk to the value 
of one dollar only for one hundred ; and at last had 
ceased in fact to circulate at all as currency. The 
national debt was not only not discharged ; but was 
without any means of being discharged, even as to the 
interest due upon it. The army had been disbanded 
with long arrearages of pay outstanding ; and the dis
contents of those noble bands, which had saved the 
country, were listened to, only to be disregarded. 
The. very magnitude of the public evils almost dis
couraged every effort to redress them. The usual 
consequences of such a state of things had been fully 
realized. Private, as ,vel1 as public, credit was de
stroyed. Agriculture and commerce were crippled; 
manufactures could not, in any strict sense, be said to 

have an existence. They were in a state of profound 
lethargy. The little money, which yet remained in 
specie in the country, was subject to a perpetual drain, 
to purchase the ordinary supplies from foreign coun
tries. The whole industry of the country was at a 
stand. Our artisans were starving in the streets, with
out the means, or the habits of regular employment ; 
and the disbanded officers of the army found them
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selves, not only without resources, but without occupa
tion. Under such circumstances, the popular murmurs 
were not only loud, but deep; and the general dis
tress became so appalling, that it threatened a ship
wreck of all our free institutions. In short, we seem
ed to have escaped from the dominion of the parent 
country, only to sink into a more galling domestic 
bondage. Our very safety was felt to be mainly de
pendent upon the jealousy, or forbearance of foreign 
governments. 

·what aggravated all these evils was the utter hope
lessness of any effectual remedy under the existing 
form of the national government ; if, indeed, that 
might be said to deserve the name, which was but the 
shadow of a government. The union of the States at 
the commencement of the revolutionary contest was 
forced upon us by circumstances ; and from its nature 
and objects seemed limited to that precise exigency. 
The Confederation, which was subsequently framed, 
was conceived in a spirit of extreme jealousy of na
tional sovereignty, and withal was so feeble and loose 
in its texture, that reflecting minds foresaw, that it 
could scarcely survive the revolutionary contest. Yet 
feeble and loose as was its texture, it encountered the 
most obstinate opposition at every step of its pro
gress ; and it was not finally adopted, until the war 
was about to close, in 1781. . The powers of Congress, 
under .the Confederation, were, for the most part, 
merely recommendatory, and to be carried into effect 
only through the instrumentality of the States. It 
conferred no power to raise revenue, or levy taxes, 
or enforce obedience to laws, or regulate commerce, 
or even to command means to pay our public minis
ters at foreign courts. Congress could make con
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tracts ; but could not provide means to discharge 
them: They could pledge the public faith ; but they 
could not redeem it. They could make public treaties; 
but every State in the Union might disregard them 
with impunity. They could enter into alliances ; but 
they could not command men or money to give them 
vigor. They could declare war; but they could not 
raise troops ; and their only resort was to requisitions 
on the States. In short, all the powers given by the 
Confederation, which did not execute themselves with
out any external aid, were at the mere mercy of the 
States, and might be trampled upon at pleasure. 
Even th.at miserable fragment of sovereignty, the pow
er to levy a tax of five per cent. on imports, in order to 
pay the public debt, and until it was paid, was sol
emnly rejected by the States, though asked by Con
gress in terms of humble intreaty, and the most affect
ing appeals to public justice. 

The result was obvious. ·without the power to lay 
taxes, Congress were palsied in all their operations. 
·without the power to regulate commerce, we were left 
to the capricious legislation of every State. Nay more; 
our trade was regulated, taxed, monopolized, and 
crippled at the pleasure of the maritime powers of 
Europe. Every State managed its own concerns in its 
own way; and systems of retaliation for real or im
aginary grievances were perpetually devised and en
forced against neighbouring States. So that, instead 
of being a band of brothers, united in common cause, 
and guided by a common interest, the States were 
every where secret or open enemies of each other ; 
and we were on the verge of a border warfare of 
interminable irritation, and of as interminable mis
chiefs. 
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Such was the state of things in the times, of which 
I have been speaking; and, strong as the coloring 
may seem to those, whose birth is of a later date, it 
falls far short of a full picture of the actual extent of 
the evils, which the details of the facts would justify. 

It was under these circumstances, that the State 
Legislatures were constantly ~alled upon by public 
clamor, and private sufferings, to interpose summary 
remedies to ward off the hardships of the times. The 
people, loaded with debts, and goaded on almost to 
madness by the thickening calamities, demanded 
measures of relief of the most extravagant nature. 
The relations of debtor and creditor, always deli
cate, became every day more embarrassed and more 
embarrassing. Laws suspending the collection of 
debts ; insolvent laws; instalment laws ; tender 
laws ; and other expedients of a like nature, which, 
every reflecting man knew would only aggravate the 
evils, were familiarly adopted, or openly and boldly 
vindicated. Popular leaders, as well as men of des
perate fortunes, availed themselves (as is usual on 
such occasions) of this agitating state of things to 
inflame the public mind, and to bring into public 
odium those wiser statesmen, who labored to support 
the public faith, and to preserve the inviolability of 
private contracts. · 

The whole country soon became divided into two 
great parties, one of which endeavoured to put an end 
to the public evils by the establishment of an efficient 
national government ; the other adhered to the State 
sovereignties, and was determined, at all hazards, to 

resist the increase of the national power. Virginia· 
bore her full share in these political controversies. 
They were constantly debated in the halls of her 
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Legislature ; and, whatever might be the fate of any 
particular debate, the contest was perpetually renew
ed ; for every victory was but a temporary and ques
tionable triumph ; and every defeat left still enough 
of hope to excite the vanquished to new exertions. 
At this distance of time it is scarcely possible to con
ceive the zeal, and even the animosity, with which the 
opposing opinions were maintained. The question, 
whether the Union ought to be continued, or dissolved 
by a total separation of the States, was freely discussed; 
and either side of it was maintained, not only without 
reproach, but with an uncompromising fearlessness of 
consequences. Those, who clung to the supremacy of 
the States, looked without dismay upon a dissolution of 
the Union; and felt no compunctions in surrendering it. 
Those, on the other hand, who deemed the Union the 
ark of our political safety, without which independence 
was but a name, shrunk with horror from the thought 
of its dissolution ; and maintained the struggle with a 
desperate valor, as the death grapple for constitutional 
liberty. 

It ,vas in such times and under such circumstances, 
that Mr. Marshall, while yet under thirty years of age, 
was called upon to take an active part in the legisla
tive deliberations, as well as in the popular meetings, 
in his native State. "My immediate entrance," said 
he, in the letter already alluded to, "into the State 
Legislature opened to my view the causes, which had 
been chiefly instrumental in augmenting those suffer
ings [meaning of the army]; and the general tendency 
of State politics convinced me, that no safe and per
manent remedy could be found, but in a more efficient 
and better organized general government." ]\fr. 
Madison was at that time, and had for some years 

4 
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before been, a memher of the State Legislature ; and 
stood forth on all occasions an inflexible and enlight
ened advocate for the Union; and General \Vashing
ton was the acknowledged head and supporter of the 
same principles. Mr..Marshall at once arrayed him
self on the side of these great leaders ; and while 
Mr. Madison remained in the Legislature, he gave him 
a bold and steady support in all the prominent debates. 
The friendship, which was thus formed between them, 
was never extinguished. . The recollection of their 
cooperation at that period served, when other meas
ures had widely separated them from each other, still 
to keep up a lively sense of each other's merits. 
Nothing, indeed, could be more touching to an ingen
uous mind, than to hear from their lips, in their latter 
years, expressions of mutual respect and confidence ; 
or to witness their earnest testimony to the talents, 
the virtues, and the services of each other. 

It was by this course of action in State Legislation 
at this appalling period, that Mr. Marshall was disci
plined to the thorough mastery of the true principles 
of free government. It was here, that he learned and 
practised those profound doctrines of rational, limited, 
constitutional liberty, from which he never shrunk, 
and to which he resolutely adhered to the end of his 
life. It was here, that he became enamoured, not of a 
wild and visionary Republic, found only in the imagi
nations of mere enthusiasts as to human perfection, or 
tricked out in false colors by the selfish, to flatter the 
prejudices, or cheat the vanity of the people ; but of 
that well balanced Republic, adapted to human wants 
and human infirmities, in which power is to be held 
in check by countervailing power; and life, liberty, 
and property are to be secured by a real and substan
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tial independence, as well as division of the Legisla- , 
tive, Executive, and Judicial departments. It was 
here, that he learned to love the Union with a supreme, 
unconquerable love ; - a love, which was never cooled 
by neglect, or alienated by disappointment ; a love, 
which survived the trials of adversity, and the still 
more dangerous trials of prosperity ; - a love, which 
clung more closely to its object, as it seemed less 
dear, or less valuable in the eyes of others; - a love, 
which faltered not, fainted not, wearied not, on this 
side the grave. Yes ; his thoughts ever dwelt on the 
Union, as the first and best of all our earthly hopes. 
The last expressions, which lingered on his dying lips,' 
breathed forth a prayer for his country. 

" Such in that moment, as in all the past, 
'0, save my Country, Heaven,' was then his last." 

While these exciting discussions were absorbing the 
whole attention of the State Legislatures, the Confed
eration was obviously approaching its final dissolution. 
It had passed the crisis of its fate; and its doom was 
fixed. As a scheme of government it had utterly 
failed ; and the moment was now anxiously expected, 
when, from mere debility, it would cease to have even 
a nominal existence, as it had long ceased to have 
any substantial authority. The friends of the Union 
determined to make one more and final effort. A 
Convention was called, which framed the Constitution 
of the United States; a:q.d it.~:was presented to the 
people for their :r:atifi<;:,ation or ·rejection. This measure 
at once gave rise" to new and more violent political 
controversies ; and the whole current of popular opin
ion was impetuously hurried into new channels. Par
ties, for and against the adoption of the Constitution, 
were immediately organized in every State; and the 
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lines of political division were for the most part the 

. same, which marked the former parties. Virginia, as 
· a leading State, became the scene of the most active 
exertions; and, as many of her gifted and eloquent men 
were arrayed against the Constitution, so its friends 
rallied for the approaching struggle with a proportion
ate zeal and ability. 

Mr. Marshall was chosen a member of the Conven
tion of Virginia, which was called to deliberate upon 
the ratification of the Constitution, under circumstan
ces peculiarly gratifying. - A majority of the voters of 
.the County, in which he resided, were opposed to the 
adoption of it; and he was assured, that, if he would 
pledge himself to vote against it, all opposition to his 
election should be withdrawn ; otherwise he would be 
strenuously resisted. - He did not hesitate for a mo
ment to avow his determination to vote for the Con
stitution. To use his own language-'' The ques
tions, which were perpetually recurring in the State 
Legislatures ; and which brought annually into doubt 
principles, which I thought most sacred ; which proved, 
that every thing was afloat, and that we had no safe 
anchorage ground;· gave a high value in my estima
tion to that article in the Constitution, which imposes 
restrictions on the States. - I was consequently a de
termined advocate for its adoption ; and became a 
candidate for the Convention." -The opposition to 
him rallied with great'for_ce ;· but such was his personal 
popularity, and the sense of liiMtitegrity, or (as in his 
modesty he chose to express it) "parties had not yet 
become so bitter, as to extinguish the private affec
tions," that he was chosen by a triumphant majority. 

Few assemblies have ever been convened under 
circumstances of a more solemn and imposing respon
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sibility. It was understood, that the vote of Virginia 
would have a principal and perhaps decisive influence 
upon several other States ; and for some weeks the 
question of the adoption of the Constitution hung sus
pended upon the deliberations of that body. On one 
side were enlisted the powerful influence of Grayson, 
the strong and searching sense of George Mason, and 
the passionate and captivating eloquence of Patrick 
Henry. On the other side were the persuasive talents 
of George Nicholas, the animated flow of Governor 
Randolph, the grave and sententious sagacity of Pen
dleton, the masculine logic of Marshall, and the con
summate skill and various knowledge of Madison. 
Day after day, during the period of twenty-five days, 
the debate was continued with unabated ardor and 
obstinate perseverance. And it was not until it was 
kno,vn, that the Constitution had already been adopted 
by nine States, (which settled its fate,) that Virginia by 
the small majority of ten votes, reluctantly gave her 
own voice in its favor. 

During the whole of this most arduous and interest
ing contest the leading debates were principally con
ducted on opposite sides by Henry and Madison. Mr. 
Marshall contented himself with a constant support of 
his leader. But on three great occasions, the debate 
on the power of taxation, that on the power over the 
militia, and that on the powers of the Judiciary, he 
gave free scope to his genius, and argued in their favor 
with commanding ability. The printed sketches of all 
these debates are confessedly loose, and imperfect, and 
do little justice to the eloquence or ability of the re
spective speakers. Yet with all their imperfections the 
most careless observer cannot fail to perceive, in what 
is attributed to Mr .. Mal'shall on these occasions, the 
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closeness of logic, the clearness of statement, and the 
comprehensiveness of principles, which characterized 
his labors in the maturer periods of his life. I regret, 
that the brief space of time, allowed for the present 
notices, does not justify me in the citation of some pas
sages to illustrate these remarks. 

It is difficult, perhaps it is impossible, for us of the 
present generation to conceive the magnitude of the 
dangers, which then gathered over our country. Not
·withstanding all the sufferings of the people, the ac
knowledged imbecility, nay the absolute nothingness 
of the Confederation, and the desperate state of our 
public affairs, there were men of high character, and 
patriots too, who clung to the Confederation with an 
almost insane attachment. They had been so long 
accustomed to have all. their affections concentrated 
upon the State Governments, as their protection against 
foreign oppression, that a National Government seemed 
to them but another name for an overwhelming des
potism. \Ve have lived to see all their fears and 
prophecies of evil scattered to the winds. \Ve have 
witnessed the solid growth and prosperity of the whole 
country, under the auspices of the National Govern
ment, to an extent never even imagined by its warmest 
friends. We have seen our agriculture pour forth its 
various products, created by a generous, I had almost 
said, a profuse industry. The miserable exports, 
scarcely amounting in the times, of which I have been 
speaking, in the aggregate, to the sum of one or two 
hundred thousand dollars, now almost reach to forty 
millions a year in a single staple. We have seen our 
commerce, which scarcely crept along our noiseless 
docks, and stood motionless and withering, while the 
breezes of the ocean moaned through the crevices of our 
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ruined wharves and deserted warehouses, spread its 
white canvass in every clime ; and, laden with its rich 
returns, spring buoyant on the waves of the home ports; 
and cloud the very shores ,vith forests of masts, over 
which the stars and the stripes are gallantly streaming. 
"\Ve have seen our manufactures, awakening from a 
deathlike lethargy, crowd every street of our towns and 
cities with their busy workmen, and their busier ma
chinery ; and startling the silence of our wide streams, 
and deep dells, and sequestered valleys. \Ve have 
seen our wild waterfalls, subdued by the power of man, 
become the mere instruments of his will, and, under 
the guidance of mechanical genius, now driving with 
unerring certainty the flying shuttle, now weaving the 
mysterious threads of the most delicate fabrics, and 
now pressing the reluctant metals into form, as if they 
were but playthings in the hands of giants. \Ve have 
seen our rivers bear upon their bright waters the swell
ing sails of our coasters, and the sleepless wheels of 
our steamboats in endless progress. Nay, the very 
tides of the ocean, in their regular ebb and flow in our 
ports, seem now but heralds to announce the arrival 
and departure of our uncounted navigation. vVe have 
seen all these things ; arid we can scarcely believe, 
that there were clays and nights, nay, months and years, 
in which our wisest patriots and statesmen sat down 
in anxious meditations to devise the measures, which 
should save the country from impending ruin. The 
task was, indeed, most arduous; in which success was 
far more desired than expected. Obstinate prejudices 
were to be overcome ; and popular influences were to 
be resisted. They could scarcely hope for their just 
rewards, except from a distant posterity. But they were 
governed by a supreme love of their country, and the 
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consciousness of the inestimable value of the objects, 
if achieved. Events, indeed, have far outstripped their 
most sanguine imagmmgs. By the blessing of Provi
dence we have risen, under the auspices of the Federal 
Constitution, from a feeble republic to a wide spread
ing empire. Many of these patriots and statesmen 
,vent down to their graves without the consolation of 
having witnessed the glorious results of their labors. 
\Ve owe them a debt of gratitude, which can never 
be repaid. They laid the broad foundations of our gov
ernment upon public justice, public virtue, and public 
liberty. They reared the superstructure with consum
mate skill, and of the most solid materials. It is for 
us to say, whether it shall remain through all ages an 
enduring monument of political wisdom ; or, toppling 
from its height, shall bury under its ruins the glory of 
the past and the hopes of the future. It can be pre
served only by untiring watchfulness. It may be de
stroyed by popular violence, or the madness of party, 
or the deeper sappings of corruption. It may, like the 
fragments of other great empires, (may Heaven avert 
the evil ! ) it may 

"Leave a name, at which the world grew pale, 
To point a moral, or adorn a tale." 

But these are topics, which, though not inappropriate 
upon the present occasion, are of themselves of too 
absorbing an interest to be discussed, as mere incidents 
in the life of any individual. They may be glanced at 
in order to do justice to eminent patriotism ; but they 
essentially belong to that philosophy, which reads in the 
history of the past lessons of admonition and instruc
tion for the ascertainment of the future. Tacitus in 
other days arrived at the melancholy conclusion, 
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Reipublicre Forma laudari facilius, quam evenire; vel 
si evenit, haud diuturna esse potest. * 

As soon as the adoption of the Constitution had been 
secured, Mr. Marshall immediately determined to re
linquish public life, and to confine his labors to his 
profession. To this resolution, which was urged upon 
him by the claims of a growing family and a narrow 
fortune, he was not enabled to adhere with the stead
fastness, . which he wished. The hostility, already 
evinced against the establishment of the National 
Government, was soon transferred in Virginia to an 
opposition to all its leading measures. Under such 
circumstances, it was natural for the friends of the 
Constitution to seek to give it a strong support in the 
State Legislature. Mr. Marshall was accordingly 
compelled to yield to their wishes, and served as a 
member from 1788 to 1792. From the time of the 
organization of the government under President ·wash
ington, almost every important measure of his adminis
tration was discussed in the Virginia Legislature with 
great freedom, and no small degree of warmth and 
acrimony. On these occasions, it fell to the lot of Mr. 
Marshall to defend these measures, and to maintain 
the rights, duties, and powers of the National Govern
ment against every attack ; and he performed the ser
vice with great zeal, independence, and ability. In 
1792, he again retired from the State Legislature, and 
returned to his professional labors with increased ac
tivity ; and soon found himself engaged in all the lead
ing causes in the state and national tribunals. The 
excellent Reports of this period by my lamented friend, 
Mr. Justice \Vashington, exhibit ample proofs of his 
success in argument.t 

• Tacitus, Annal. B. 4, n. 15. t See also Mr. Call's Reports. 

5 
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But, although Mr. Marshall was thus for some years 
withdrawn from public life, yet he was still compelled 
to take an active part in political discussions. The 
French Revolution, which at its early dawn had been 
hailed with universal enthusiasm throughout America, 
had now burst out into extravagancies and butcheries, 
which disgraced the cause of liberty, and gave an un
bounded license to ferocious mobs and demagogues. 
The monarchs of Europe, alarmed for their own safety, 
were soon leagued in a mighty confederacy to crush a 
revolution, dangerous to the claims of legitimacy, and 
the stability of thrones. It was easy to foresee, that 
if their enterprises against France were successful, we, 
ourselves, should soon have but a questionable secu
rity for our own independence. It would be natural 
after their European triumphs were complete, that 
they should cast their eyes across the Atlantic, and 
trace back the origin of the evil to the living example 
of constitutional liberty in this vVestern Hemisphere. 
Under such circumstances, notwithstanding all the 
excesses of the French Revolution, the mass of the 
American people continued to take the liveliest inter
est in it, and to cherish the warmest wishes for its suc
cess. These feelings were heightened by the grateful 
recollection of the services rendered to us by France 
in our own Revolution ; and the consideration, that she 
was struggling to relieve herself from oppressions, 
under which she had been groaning for centuries. In 
this posture of affairs, there was infinite .danger, that 
we should be driven from the moorings of our neutral
ity, and should embark in the contest, not only as an 
ally, but as a party, foremost in the fight, and in the 
responsibility. We were just recovering from the ex
haustion, and poverty, and suffering, consequent upon 
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our own struggle ; and the renewal of war would be 
fraught with immeasurable injuries, not only to our 
present interests, but to our future national advance
ment. France saw and felt the nature of our posi
tion ; and partly by blandishments, and partly by 
threats, endeavoured to enlist our fortunes, as she had 
already succeeded in enlisting our feelings, in her 
favor. The other powers of Europe were not less 
eager in their gaze, or less determined in their future 
course. England, herself, had already adopted pre
cautionary meas·ures to compel us to support our neu
trality in an open and uncompromising manner, or to 
assume the state of positive hostilities. 

It was under these circumstances, that President 
Washington, having determined to preserve our own 
peace, and to vindicate our rights against all the bel
ligerents with an even handed justice, issued his cele
brated Proclamation of Neutrality. The whole country 
was immediately thrown into a flame; and the two 
great parties, into which we were then divided, engag
ed, the one in denouncing it, and the other in support
ing it, with intense zeal. On this occasion Mr. Mar
shall found himself, much to his regret, arranged on a 
different side from Mr. Madison. He resolutely main
tained the constitutionality, the policy, nay, the duty 
of issuing the Proclamation, by oral harangues, and 
by elaborate writings. For these opinions he was 
attacked with great asperity in the newspapers and 
pamphlets of the day, and designated by way of signifi
cant reproach, as the friend and coadjutor of Hamilton, 
a reproach, which at all times he would have counted 
an honor ; but, when coupled (as it was) with the 
name of Washington, he deemed the highest praise. 
He defended himself against· these attacks with an 
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invincible firmness, and ability, proportioned to the 
occasion. He drew up a series of resolutions, approv
ing the conduct of the Executive, and carried them by 
a decided majority at a public meeting of the citizens 
of Richmond. 

The result of this controversy is well known. The 
administration was sustained in its course by the sober 
sense of the majority of the nation ; and the doctrine, 
then so strenuously contested and boldly denounced, 
bas ever since that time been laid up as among the 
most undisputable of executive rights and duties. Prob
ably, at the present day, not a single statesman can b.e 
found, of any influence in any party, who does not 
deem the measure to have been as well founded in 
constitutional law, as it was in sound policy. 

In the spring of 1795, Mr. Marshall was again re
turned as a member of the State Legislature, not only 
without his approbation, but against his known wishes. 
It was truly an honorable tribute to his merits ; but it 
was demanded by the critical posture of our public 
affairs. ·The treaty with Great Britain, negotiated by 
that eminent patriot, Mr. Jay, was then the subject of 
universal discussion. As soon as the ratification of it 
was known to have been advised by the Senate, the 
opposition to it broke out with almost unexampled vio
lence. Public meetings were called in all our princi
pal cities for the purpose of inducing the President to 
withhold his ratification; and if this step should fail, 
then to induce Congress to withhold the appropria
tions necessary to carry the treaty into effect. Such 
a course, if successful, (it was obvious) would at once 
involve us in a war with England, and an alliance with 
France. The denunciations of the treaty were every 
where loud and vehement. The topics of animadver
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sion were not confined to the policy, or expediency of 
the principal articles of the treaty. They took a 
broader range ; and the extraordinary doctrine was 
advanced and vigorously maintained, that the negotia
tion of a commercial treaty by the Executive was an 
infringement of the Constitution, and a violation of the 
power given to Congress to regulate commerce. 

Mr. Marshall took an active part in all the discus
sions upon this subject. Believing the treaty indispen
sable to the preservation of peace, and its main pro
visions beneficial to the United States, and consistent 
with its true dignity, he addressed himself with the 
most diligent attention to an examination of all the arti
cles, and-of the objections urged against them. It 'was 
truly a critical period, not merely for the country, but 
also in an especial manner for the administration. 
Many of its sincere friends, from the boldness and sud
denness of the attacks upon it, from the inflamed state 
of the public mind, and from a natural distrust of their 
own judgment upon topics full of embarassment and 
novelty, remained in a state of suspense, or timidly 
yielded themselves to the prejudices of the times. It 
has been well observed in the biography of "\Vashing
ton, that it is difficult now to review the various reso
lutions ap.d addresses, to which this occasion gave 
birth, without feeling some degree of astonishment, 
mingled with humiliation, on perceiving such proofs of 
the deplorable fallibility of human reason. 

In no State in the Union was a more intense hostil
ity exhibited against the treaty than in Virginia ; and 
in none were the objections against it urged with more 
unsparing or impassioned earnestness. The task, 
therefore, of meeting and overturning them was of no 
ordinary magnitude, and required the resources of a 
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well instructed mind. In some resolutions passed at a 
meeting of the citizens of Richmond, at which Mr. 
Chancellor ·wythe presided, the treaty was denounced 
" as insulting to the dignity, injurious to the interest, 
dangerous to the security, and repugnant to the Con
stitution of the United States." At a meeting of the 
same citizens, subsequently held, Mr. Marshall intro
duced certain resolutions in favor of the conduct of the 
Executive, and supported them in a masterly speech; 
the best comment upon which is, that the resolutions 
were approved by a flattering majority. 

But a more difficult and important duty remained to 
be performed, It was easily foreseen, that the contro
versy would soon find its way into the State Legisla
ture, and would there be renewed with all the bitter 
animosity of party spirit. So odious was the treaty in 
Virginia, that Mr. Marshall's friends were exceedingly 
solicitous, that he should not engage in any legislative 
debates on the subject, as it would certainly impair his 
well earned popularity, and might even subject him to 
some rude personal attacks. His answer to all such 
suggestions uniformly was, that he would not bring 
forward any measure to excite a debate on the subject ; 
but if it were brought forward by others, he would at 
all hazards vindicate the administration, and assert his 
own opm10ns. The subject was soon introduced by 
the opposition ; and, among other things, the consti
tutional objections were urged with triumphant confi
dence. Especially was that objection pressed, which 
denied the constitutional right of the Executive to con
clude a commercial treaty, as a favorite and unan
swerable position. The speech of Mr. Marshall on this 
occasion has always been represented as one of the 
noblest efforts of his genius. His vast powers of rea



39 


soning were displayed with the most gratifying success. 
He demonstrated, not only from the words of the Con
stitution and the universal practice of nations, that a 
commercial treaty was within the scope of the consti
tutional powers of the Executive ; but that this opin
ion had been maintained and sanctioned by Mr. Jeffer
son, by the Virginia delegation in Congress, and by 
the leading members of the Convention on both sides. 
The argument was decisive. The constitutional ground 
was abandoned; and the resolutions of the assembly 
were confined to a simple disapprobation of the treaty 
in point of expediency. 

The constitutional objections were again urged in 
Congress, in the celebrated debate on the Treaty in 
the spring of 1796 ; and there finally assumed the mit
igated shape of a right claimed by Congress, to grant 
or withhold appropriations to carry treaties into effect. 
The higher ground, that commercial treaties were not, 
when ratified by the Senate, the supreme law of the 
land, was abandoned; and the subsequent practice of 
the government has, without serious question, been 
under every administration, in conformity to the con
struction vindicated by Mr. Marshall. The fame of this 
admirable argument spread through the Union. Even 
with his political enemies, it enhanced the estimate of 
his character ; and it brought him at once to the notice 
of some of the most eminent statesmen, who then 
graced the councils of the nation. 

In the winter of 1796, Mr. Marshall visited Philadel
phia, to argue before the Supreme Court the great 
case of ,vare v. Hylton, which involved the question 
of the right of recovery of British debts, which had 
been confiscated during the revolutionary war. It 
1s well known, that the question was decided against 
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the side, on which Mr. Marshall was employed. On 
this occasion he was opposed by three of the ablest 
lawyers, then belonging to the Pennsylvania bar. 
This was, of itself, under such circumstances, no small 
distinction. But the sketch of the argument delivered 
by him, as we find it in the printed Reports, affords 
conclusive evidence of his juridical learning, and the 
great skill, with which he arranged his materials, and 
sustained the interests of his client. 

It was during this visit, that he became personally 
acquainted with the distinguished men, who were then 
in Congress, as Representatives from the Northern 
States. " I then became acquainted," says he, in a 
letter to a friend, "with Mr. Cabot, Mr. Ames, Mr. 
Dexter, and Mr. Sedgwick of Massachusetts, Mr. 
"\Vadsworth of Connecticut, and Mr. King of New 
York. I was delighted with these gentlemen. The 
particular subject (the British Treaty) which intro
duced me to their notice, was at that time so interest
ing, and a Virginian, who supported, with any sort of 
reputation, the measures of the government, was such 
a rara avis, that I was received by them all with a 
degree of kindness, which I had not anticipated. I 
was particularly intimate with Mr. Ames, and could 
scarcely gain credit with him, when I assured him, that 
the appropriations would be seriously opposed in Con
gress." The event proved, that he was right. The 
high opinion, which he then formed of these gentlemen, 
continued to be cherished by him through all his future 
life. 

About this period President Washington offered 
him the o~ce of Attorney General of the United 
States ; but he declined it on the ground of its inter
ference with his far more lucrative practice in Virginia. 
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He continued, however, in the State Legislature ; but 
he rarely engaged in the debates, except when the 
measures of the National Government were discussed, 
and required vindication. Nor were the occasions 
few, in which this task was required to be performed 
with a steady confidence. One of them shall be men
tioned in his own words. "It was, I think," said he, 
" in the session of 1796, that I was engaged in a debate, 
which called forth all the strength and violence of 
party. Some Federalist moved a resolution, express
ing the high confidence of the House in the virtue, 
patriotism, and ,visdom of the President of the United 
States. A motion was made to strike out the word 
wisdom. In the debate the whole course of the Ad
ministration was revie,Yed, and the whole talent of 
each party was brought into action. ·wm it be believ
ed, that the word was retained by a very small major
ity ? A very small majority in the Legislature of 
Virginia acknowledged the wisdom of General ·wash
ington ! " 

Upon the recall of Mr. Monroe, as Minister to France, 
President vVashington solicited Mr. Marshall to accept 
the appointment, as his successor ; but he respectfully 
declined it for the same reasons as he had the office of 
Attorney General; and General Pinckney, of South 
Carolina, was appointed in his stead; "I then thought," 
said he, " my determination to remain at the bar un
alterable. My situation at the bar appeared to me 
to be more independent, and not less honorable, than 
any other ; and my preference for it was decided." 

But he was not long permitted to act upon his own 
judgment and choice. The French Government re
fused to receive General Pinckney; and :Mr. Adams, 
(who had then succeeded to the Presidency,) from an 

6 
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anxious desire to exhaust every measure of concilia
tion, not incompatible with the national dignity, in 
June, 1797, appointed Mr. Marshall, General Pinck
ney, and Mr. (afterwards Vice-President) Gerry, En
voys Extr~ordinary to the Court of France. After no 
inconsiderable struggles in his own mind, (which are 
fully developed in a paper now in my possession,) Mr. 
Marshall accepted the appointment ; and proceeded 
to Paris, and there, with his colleagues, entered upon 
the duties of the mission. It is well known, that the 
mission was unsuccessful; the French Government 
having refused to enter into any negotiations. The pre
paration of the official despatches addressed to that 
Government upon this occasion was confided to Mr. 
Marshall; and these despatches have been universally 
admired. They are models of skilful reasoning, clear 
illustration, accurate detail, and urbane and· dignified 
moderation. They contain a most elaborate review of all 
the principles of national law, applicable to the points 
in controversy between the two Nations. As State. 
Papers, there are not in the annals of our diplomacy 
any, upon which an American can look back with more 
pride, or from which he can draw more various in
struction. 

On his return home Mr. Marshall resumed his pro
fessional business, and had the best reasons to believe, 
that it would be increased rather than diminished by 
his temporary absence. He was determined to pursue 
it with renewed ardor. But from this determination 
he was again diverted by a personal appeal made to 
him by General ·washington, who earnestly insisted, 
that he should become a candidate for Congress. After. 
a conversation between them of the deepest interest and 
animation, and breathing on each side a spirit of the 
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purest patriotism, Mr. Marshall reluctantly yielded to 
the wishes of General "\Vashington, and became a can
didate ; and was elected after a most ardent political 
contest; and took his seat in Congress in December, 
1799. While he was yet a candidate, President Adams 
offered him the seat on the Bench of the Supreme Court, 
then vacant by the death of Mr. Justice Iredell. He 
immediately declined it ; and it was conferred on that 
excellent magistrate, Mr. Justice ·washington. 

The Session of Congress in the winter of 1799 and 
1800 will be for ever memorable in our political annals. 
It was the moment of the final struggle for power be
tween the two great political parties, which then divided 
the country, and ended, as is well known, in the over
throw of the federal administration. Men of the highest 
talents and influence were there assembled, and arrayed 
in hostility to each other ; and were excited by all the 
strongest motives, which can rouse the human mind, 
the pride of power, the hope of victory, the sense of 
responsibility, the devotion to principles deemed vital, 
and the bonds of long political attachment and action. 
Under such circumstances, (as might naturally be 
expected,) every important measure of the administra
tion was assailed with a bold and vehement criticism ; 
and was defended with untiring zeal and firmness. Mr. 
Marshall took his full share in the debates ; and was 
received with a distinction proportioned to his merits. 
Such a distinction, in such a body, is a rare occurrence ; 
for years of public service and experience are usually 
found indispensable to acquire and justify the confidence 
of the House of Representatives. 

It is not my intention to enter into a minute detail 
of the debates, in which Mr. Marshall took a part, or 
to vindicate his votes or opinions. That duty 1s more 
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appropriate for a different labor. On one occasion, 
however, he took a leading part in a most important 
debate, which acquired for him a wide public fame, 
and therefore requires notice in this place. I allude 
to the debate on the case of Thomas Nash, otherwise 
called Jonathan Robbins, who had been surrendered 
to the British Government for trial for a supposed 
murder, committed by him on board of a British ship 
of war. Certain Resolutions were brought for;ard, 
censuring the conduct of the Executive for this act, in 
terms ·of decided disapprobation, as unconstitutional 
and improper. Mr. Marshall in the course of the de
bate delivered a speech in vindication of the right and 
duty of the Executive to make the surrender, which 
placed him at once in the first rank of constitutional 
statesmen. The substance of it is now in print. It is 
one of the most consummate juridical arguments, which 
was ever pronounced in the Halls of Legislati<m ; and 
equally remarkable for the. lucid order of its topics, 
the profoundness of its logic, the extent of its research, 
and the force of its illustrations.· It may be said of that 
Speech, as was said of Lord Mansfield's celebrated An
swer to the Prussian Memorial, it was Reponse sans re
plique, an answer so irresistible, that it admitted of no 
reply. It silenced opposition, and settled then, and 
for ev~r, the points of national law, upon which the con
troversy hinged. The Resolutions did not, indeed, fall 
lifeless from the Speaker's table, though they were ne
gatived by a large majority. But a more unequivocal 
demonstration of public opinion followed. The denun
ciations of the Executive, which had hitherto been harsh 
and clamorou~ every where throughout the land, sunk 
away at once into cold and cautious whispers only of 
disapprobation. Whoever reads that Speech even at 
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this distance of time, when the topics have lost much of 
their interest, will be struck with the prodigious powers 
of analysis and reasoning, which it displays ; and which 
are enhanced by the consideration, that the whole sub
ject was then confessedly new in many of its aspects. 

In May, 1800,PresidentAdams, without any personal 
communication with Mr. Marshall, appointed him Sec
retary of '\Var. Before, however, he lvas called to 
enter upon the duties of that office, the known rupture 
took place between the President and Col. Pickering ; 
and Mr. Marshall was appointed Secretary ofState in 
the stead of the latter. The appointment was every 
way honorable to his merits ; and no one doubted, that 
he was eminently qualified for the discharge of its ar
duous and important duties. 

And, here, I cannot but take great pleasure in record
ing a circumstance equally honorable to all the parties 
concerned. ·without intending in the slightest degree 
to enter upon the discussion of the controversy between 
the President and Col. Pickering, I may he permitted 
to say, that the circumstances, necessarily attending 
the dismissal of the latter from office, were calculated 
to awaken a strong sense of injustice in the mind of an 
officer of unquestionable integrity and patriotism. The 
rupture grew out of a serious difference of opinion 
upon very grave political measures; and Mr. Marshall 
entertained a serious attachment to the views of the 
President. Under such circumstances, it would have 
been not unnatural, that the late Secretary should have 
felt some prejudices against his successor; and that 
there should have been some withdrawal of mutual 
confidence and perhaps respect between them. No 
such event occurred. On the contrary, each to the 
day of his death spoke of the other in terms of enviable· 
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commendation; and their mutual frank and familiar 
friendship was never in the slightest manner interrupt
ed. I have often listened to the spontaneous praise 
bestowed on Mr. Marshall by Col. Pickering, (a man 
to whom might justly be applied the character - In
corrupta fides, nudaque veritas, et mens conscia recti) 
in his own peculiar circle of friends with unmixed de
light. It was full, glowing, and affecting. It was a 
tribute from one of such sincerity of thought and pur
pose, that praise, even when best deserved, came from 
his lips with a studied caution of language. His con
versation, always instructive, on these occasions rose 
into eloquence, beautiful, nay, touched with a moral 
sublimity. "\Vhen all the circumstances are consider
ed, I think, that I do not over estimate the value of this 
example of mutual confidence and friendship, when I 
pronounce it as gratifying, as it is rare. It prostrates 
in the dust all petty rivalry for public distinction. It 
shows, that great minds, (and perhaps great. minds 
only,) fully understand that exquisite moral truth, 
that no man stands in another man's way in the road 
to honor ; and that the world is wide enough for the 
fullest display of the virtues and talents of all, with
out intercepting a single ray of light reflected by 
any.. 

On the 31st of January, 1801, Mr. MarshaJI received 
the appointment of Chief Justice of the United States. 
It is due to his memory to state, that it was conferred 
on him, not only without his own solicitation, (for he 
had in fact recommended another person for the office,) 
but by the prompt and spontaneous choice of Presi
dent Adams upon his own unassisted judgment. The 
nomination was unanimously confirmed by the Senate; 
and the Chief Justice accordingly took his seat on the 
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Bench at the ensuing term of the Supreme Court. 
trust, that I am not violating any private confidence, 
when I quote from a letter of the distinguished Son of 
this distinguished Patriot a passage on this subject, to 
which the whole country ,vill respond without hesita
tion. It enclosed a judicial commission to a gentle
man, now justly enjoying the highest professional 
reputation ; and says with equal felicity and truth 
" One of the last acts of my father's administration 
was the transmission of a commission to John Marshall, 
as Chief Justice of the United States. One of the last 
acts of my administration is the transmission of the 
enclosed commission to you. If neither of us had 
ever done any thing else to deserve the approbation 
of our country, and of posterity, I would proudly claim 
it of both for these acts, as due to my father and 
myself." The claim is, indeed, a proud claim to 
distinction. It has received, as it deserved, the ap
probation of the whole country. The gratitude of 
posterity will also do just homage to the sagacity, 
foresight, disinterestedness, and public spirit of the 
choice. It was in moral dignity the fit close of a po
litical life of extraordinary brilliancy. In public im- · 
portance it scarcely yielded to any act of that life, 
except the motion for the Declaration of Independence. 
Such honor from such hands was. felt to be doubly 
dear. It was the highest praise from one, whose title 
to confer it had been earned by long services in the 
cause of liberty. The names of Adams and Marshall 
became thus indissolubly connected in the juridical 
and constitutional history of the country. 

From this time until his death the Chief Justice con
tinued in the discharge of the duties of his exalted 
office with unsullied dignity, and constantly increasing 
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reputation. Notwithstanding his advancing years, no 
sensible inroad had been made upon his general health, 
until the last term of the Court, when it was obvious, 
that his physical strength had passed the utmost stretch 
of its vigor, and vvas in a state of rapid decline. His 
intellectual powers still, however, retained their ·wonted 
energy ; and, though he was suffering under great 
bodily pain, he not only bore it with an uncomplaining 
spirit, but continued to take his full share of the busi
ness of the Court. No better proof need be required 
of his intellectual ability than his opinions, ·which 
stand recorded in the last volume of Reports. 

At the close of the term he returned to his resi
dence in Virginia ; and he was afterwards induced, by 
the solicitations of his friends, to visit Philadelphia, in 
the expectation of receiving some aid from the dis
tinguished medical skill of that city. His constitution, 
however, had become so shattered, that little more 
remained to be done, during the last weeks of his life, 
than to smooth the downward path towards the grave. 
He died on the sixth day of July last past, about six 
o'clock in the evening, in the arms of his children, 
without a struggle ; and to use the expressive lan
guage of one, who was present, his last breath was 
the softest vvhisper of a zephyr. Fortunately, by the 
considerate kindness. of his friends, he was spared the 
knowledge of the death of his eldest son, who lost his 
life a few days before by a most calamitous accident ; 
an event, which, from the high character of the son, 
and his strong affection for him, would have filled his 
last hours with inexpressible anguish. 

He was fully aware of his approaching end, and pre
pared to meet it vvith a calmness built upon the fixed 
principles, by which he had regulated his life. Two 
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days only before his death he wrote an Inscription to 
be placed on his tomb, in the following simple and 
modest terms : "John Marshall, son of Thomas and 
Mary l\Iarshall, was born on the 24th of September, 
1755, intermarried with Mary ·willis Ambler the 3d 
of January, 1783, departed this life the -- day of 
-- 18-." 

"\Vhat can be more affecting than these few facts, 
the only ones, which he deemed in his last moments 
worth recording ! His birth ; his parentage ; his mar
riage ; his death ; - His parents, to whose memory he 
was attached with a filial piety, full of reverence; 
his marriage to the being, whom he had loved with a 
singleness and devotedness of affection never surpass
ed ; - his own birth, which seemed principally memo
rable to him, as it connected him with beings like 
these ; - his own death, which was but an event to 
re-unite him with those, who had gone before, in a 
world, where there should be no more suffering or 
sorrow; but kindred souls should dwell together, even 
as the Angels in Heaven. 

I have now finished the narrative of the life of Chief 
Justice Marshall, a life, which, though unadorned by 
brilliant passages of individual ad venture, or striking 
events, carries with it, (unless I am greatly mistaken,) 
that, which is the truest title to renown, a fame found
ed on public and private virtue. It has happened to 
him, as to many other distinguished men, that his life 
had few incidents; and those, \vhich belonged to it, were 
not far removed from the ordinary course of human 
events. That life was filled up in the conscientious 
discharge of duty. It was throughout marked by a 
wise and considerate propriety. His virtues expanded 
with the gradual development of his character. They 
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were the natural growth of deep rooted principles, 
working their way through the gentlest affections, and 
the purest ambition. No man ever had a loftier desire 
of excellence ; but it was tempered by a kindness, 
which subdue<l envy, and a diffidence, which extin
guished jealousy. Search his whole life, and you can
not lay your finger on a single extravagance of design 
or act 7 There ,vere no infirmities, leaving a permanent 
stain behind them. There were no eccentricities to 
be concealed ; no follies to be apologized for ; no 
vices to be blushed at ; no rash outbreakings of pas
sionate resentment to be regretted; no dark deeds, 
disturbing the peace of families, or leaving them 
wretched by its desolations. If here and there the 
severest scrutiny might be thought capable of detecting 
any slight admixture of human frailty, it was so shaded 
off in its coloring, that it melted into some kindred 
virtue. It might with truth be said, that the very fail
ing leaned to the side of the charities of life; and 
carried with it the soothing reflection - Non multum 
abludit imago. It might excite a smile ; it could 
never a waken a sigh. 

Indeed, there was in him a rare combination of vir
tues, such only as belongs to a character of consum
mate wisdom ; a wisdom which looks through this 
world, but which also looks far beyond it for motives 
and objects. I know not, whether such wisdom ought 
to be considered as the cause, or the accompaniment, of 
such virtues ; or whether they do not in truth alter
nately act upon, and perfect each other. 

I have said, that there was in him a rare combina
tion of virtues. If I might venture, upon so solemn an 
occasion, to express my own deliberate judgment, in the 
very terms most significant to express it, I should say, 
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that the combination was so rare, that I have never 
known any man, whom I should pronounce more per
fect. He had a deep sense of moral and religious 
obligation, and a love of truth, constant, enduring, 
unflinching. It naturally gave rise to a sincerity of 
thought, purpose, expression, and conduct, which, 
though never severe, was always open, manly, and 
straight forward. Yet it was combined with such a gen
tle and bland demeanour, that it never gave offence; 
but it was, on the contrary, most persuasive in its 
appeals to the understanding. 

Among Christian sects, he personally attached him
self to the Episcopal Church. It was the religion of 
his early education; and became afterwards that of 
his choice. But he was without the slightest touch of 
bigotry or intolerance His benevolence was as wide, 
as Christianity itself. It embraced the human race. 
He was not only liberal in his feelings, and principles, 
but in his charities. His hands were open up.on all 
occasions to succour distress, to encourage enterprise, 
and to support good institutions. 

He was a man of the most unaffected modesty. Al
though I am persuaded, that no one ever possessed a 
more entire sense of his own extraordinary talents and 
acquirements, than he ; yet it was a quiet, secret 
sense, without pride and without ostentation. May I 
be permitted to say, that, during a most intimate friend
ship of many, many years, I never upon any occasion 
was able to detect the slightest tincture of personal 
vanity. He had no desire for display; and no ambi
tion for admiration. He made no effort to win attention 
in conversation or argument, beyond what the occasion 
absolutely required. He sought no fine turns of ex
pression, no vividness of diction, no ornate elegancies 
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of thought, no pointed sentences, to attract observation. 
What he said was always well saiJ, because it came 
from a full mind, accustomed to deep reflection ; and 
he was rarely languid, or indifferent to topics, which 
interested others. He dismissed them without regret ; 
though he discussed them with spirit. ' He never ob
truded his own opinions upon others ; but brought 
them out only, as they were sought, and then with 
clearness and calmness. Upon a first introduction, he 
would be thought to be somewhat cold and reserved ; 
but he was neither the one, n'or the other. It was 
simply a habit of easy taciturnity, waiting, as it were, 
his own turn to follow the line of conversation, and 
not to presume to lead it. Even this habit melted 
away in the presence of the young ; for he always 
looked upon them with a sort of parental fondness, and 
enjoyed their playful wit, and fresh and confident en
thusiasm. Meet him in a stage coach, as a stranger, 
and t~avel with him a whole day; and you would only 
be struck with his readiness to administer to the ac
commodations of others, and his anxiety to appropriate 
the least to himself. Be with him, the unknow~ guest 
at an Inn, and he seemed adjusted to the very scene, 
partaking of the warm welcome of its comforts, when
ever found ; and if not found, resigning himself with
out complaint to its meanest arrangements. You 
would never suspect, in either case, that he was a 
great man; far less, that he was the Chief Justice of the 
United States. But, if perchance, invited by the occa
sion, you drew him into familiar conversation, you 
would never forget, that you had seen and heard that 
"old man eloquent." 

He had great simplicity of character, manners, 
dress, and deportment ; and yet with a natural dignity, 



53 


that suppressed impertinence, and silenced rudeness. 
His simplicity was never accompanied with that want 
of perception of what is right, and fit for the occasion ; 
of that grace, which wins respect ; or that propriety, 
which constitutes the essence of refined courtesy. 
And yet it had an exquisite naivete, which charmed 
every one, and gave a sweetness to his familiar con
versations, approaching to fascination. The first im
pression of a stranger, upon his introduction to him, was 
generally that of disappointment. It seemed hardly 
credible, that such simplicity should be the accompani
ment of such acknowledged greatness. The con
sciousness of power was not there ; the air of office 
was not there ; there was no play of the lights or 
shades of rank ; no study of effect in tone or bearing. 
You saw at once, that he never thought of himself; 
and that he was far more anxious to know others, than 
to be known by them. You quitted him with increased 
reverence for human greatness ; for in him it seemed 
inseparable from goodness. If vanity stood abashed 
in his presence, it was not, that he rebuked it ; but 
that his example showed its utter nothingness. 

He was a man of deep sensibility and tenderness ; 
nay, he was an enthusiast in regard to the domestic 
virutes. He was endowed by nature with a temper 
of great susceptibility, easily excited, and warm, when 
roused. But it had been so schooled by discipline, or 
rather so moulded and chastened by his affections, 
that it seemed in gentleness, like the distilling dews 
of evening. It had been so long accustomed to flow 
in channels, where its sole delight was to give or 
secure happiness to others, that no one would have 
believed, that it could ever have been precipitate or 
sudden in its movements. In truth, there was, to the 
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very close of his life, a romantic chivalry in his feel
ings, which, though rarely displayed, except in the 
circle of his most intimate friends, would there pour 
out itself with the most touching tenderness. In this 
confidential intercourse, when his soul sought solace 
from the sympathy of other minds, he would dissolve 
in tears at the recollection of some buried hope, or 
lost happiness. He would break out into strains of 
almost divine eloquence, while he pointed out the 
scenes of former joys, or recalled the memory of other 
days, as he brought up their images from the dimness 
and distance of forgotten years, and showed you at 
once the depth, with which he could feel, and the 
lower depths, in which he could bury his own closest, 
dearest, noblest emotions. After all, whatever may 
be his fame in the eyes of the world, that, which, in a 
just sense, was his highest glory, was the purity, 
affectionateness, liberality, and devotedness of his 
domestic life. Home, home, was the scene of his real 
triumphs. There, he indulged himself in what he 
most loved, the duties and the blessings of the family 
circle. There, his heart had its full play ; and his 
social qualities, warmed, and elevated, and refined by 
the habitual elegancies of taste, shed around their 
beautiful and blended lights. There, the sunshine of 
his soul diffused its softened radiance, and cheered, 
and soothed, and tranquillized the passing hours. 

May I be permitted also in this presence to allude 
to another trait in his character, which lets us at once 
into the inmost recesses of his feelings with an uner
ring certainty. I allude to the high value, in which 
he held the female sex, as the friends, the companions, 
and the equals of man. I do not here mean to refer 
to the courtesy and delicate kindness, with which he 
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was accustomed to treat the sex; but rather to the 
unaffected respect, with which he spoke of their accom
plishments, their talents, their virtues, and their ex
cellencies. The scoffs and jeers of the morose, the 
bitter taunts of the satirist, and the lighter ridicule of 
the witty, so profusely, and often so ungenerously, 
poured out upon transient follies or fashions, found 
no sympathy in his bosom. He was still farther above 
the common place flatteries, by which frivolity seeks 
to administer aliment to personal vanity, or vice to 
make its approaches for baser purposes. He spoke to 
the sex, when present, as he spoke of them, when 
absent, in language of just appeal to their understand
ings, their tastes, and their duties. He paid a volun
tary homage to their genius, and to the beautiful 
productions of it, which now adorn almost every 
branch of literature and learning. He read those 
productions with a glowing gratitude. He proudly 
proclaimed their merits, and vindicated on all occasions 
their claims to the highest distinction. And he did 
not hesitate to assign to the great female authors 
of our day a rank, not inferior to that of the most 
gifted and polished of the other sex. But, above all, 
he delighted to dwell on the admirable adaptation of 
their minds, and sensibilities, and affections to the ex
alted duties assigned to them by Providence. Their 
superior purity, their singleness of heart, their exqui
site perception of moral and religious sentiment, their 
maternal devotedness, their uncomplaining sacrifices, 
their fearlessness in duty, their buoyancy in hope, 
their courage in despair, their love, which triumphs 
most, when most pressed by dangers and difficulties; 
which watches the couch of sickness, and smooths the 
bed of death, and smiles even in the agonies of its own 
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sufferings ; - These, these were the favorite topics of 
his confidential conversation ; and on these he expa
tiated with an enthusiasm, which showed them to be 
present in his daily meditations. 

I have hiiherto spoken of traits of character, belong
ing in a great measure to his private life. Upon his 
public life we may look with equal satisfaction. It 
was without stain or blemish. It requires no conceal
ment or apology ; and may defy the most critical and 
searching scrutiny. He was never seduced by the 
allurements of office to a desertion of his principles. 
He was never deterred from an open vindication of 
them by popular clamor, or party cabal ; by thefrowns 
of power, or the fury of mobs. His ambition took a 
loftier range. He aspired to that fame, which is en
during, and may justly be conferred by future ages; 
not to that fame, which swells with the triumphs of 
the day, and dies away, long before it can reach 
the rising generation. To him might be applied the 
language of another great magistrate* - He wished for 
popularity ; that popularity, which follows, not that, 
which is run after ; that popularity, which, sooner or 
later, never fails to do justice to the pursuit of noble 
ends by noble means. He would not do, what his 
conscience told him was wrong, to gain the huzzas of 
thousands, or the daily praise of all the papers, which 
came from the press. He would not avoid to do, what 
he thought was right, though it should draw on him , 
the whole artillery of libels ; all that falsehood or 
malice could invent, or the credulity of a deluded 
populace could swallow. 

There was throughout his political life a steadfast

* Loru Mansfield, 4 Burr. R. 2562. 
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ness and consistency of principle as striking, as they 
were elevating. During more than half a century of 
public service, he maintained with inflexible integrity 
the same political principles, with which he begun. 
He was content to li,·e by, with, and/or his principles. 
Amidst the extravagancies of parties at different times, 
he kept on the even tenor of his way with a calm and 
undeviating firmness, never bending under the pressure 
of adversity, or bounding with the elasticity of success. 
His counsels ,vere always the counsels of moderation, 
fortified and tried by the results of an enlightened ex
perience. They never betrayed either timidity or 
rashness. He was, in the original, genuine sense of 
the word, a Federalist - a Federalist of the good old 
school, of which "\Vashington was the acknowledged 
head, and in ,vhich he lived and died. In the mainte
nance of the principles of that school he was ready at 
all times to stand forth a determined advocate and 
supporter. On this subject he scorned all disguise; 
he affected no change of opinion ; he sought no shelter 
from reproach. He boldly, frankly, and honestly avow
ed himself, through evil report and good report, the 
disciple, the friend, and the admirer of "\Vashington and 
his political principles. He had lived in times, when 
these principles seemed destined to secure to the 
party, to which he belonged, an enduring triumph. 
He had lived to see all these prospects blasted ; and 
other statesmen succeed with a power and influ
ence of such vast extent, that it extinguished aII 
hopes of any future return to office. Yet he remained 
unshaken, unseduced, unterrified. He had lived to 
see many of his old friends pass on the other side ; 
and the gallant band, with which he had borne the 
strife, drop away by death, one after another, until it 
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seemed reduced to a handful. Yet he uttered neither 
a sigh, nor a complaint. When, under extraordinary 
excitements in critical times, others, with whom he 
had acted, despaired of the Republic, and were will
ing to yield it up to a stern necessity, he resisted the 
impulse, and clung to the Union, and nailed its colors 
to the mast of the Constitution. 

It is no part of my duty or design upon the present 
occasion to expound, or vindicate his political opinions. 
That would of itself furnish ample materials for a dis
course of a different character. But it is due to truth 
to declare, that no man was ever more sincerely at
tached to the principles of free government ; no man 
ever cherished republican institutions with more sin
gleness of heart and purpose ; no man ever adhered to 
his country with a stronger filial affection ; no man in 
his habits, manners, feelings, pursuits, and actions, 
ever exemplified more perfectly that idol of chivalry, a 
patriot without fear and without reproach. But, on 
the other hand, no man was ever more sensible of the 
dangers incident to free institutions, and especially of 
those, which threaten our national existence. He saw 
and felt, where the weaknesses of the Republic lay. 
He wished, earnestly wished, perpetuity to the Con
stitution, a.~ the only solid foundation of our national 
glory and independence. But he foresaw what our 
course would be ; and he never hesitated to express, 
what his fears were, and whence the ruin of the Consti
tution must come, if it shall come at all. In his view, 
the Republic is not destined to perish, if it shall 
perish, by the overwhelming power of the National 
Government ; but by the resisting and counteracting 
power of the State sovereignties. He thought with 
another kindred mind; whose vivid lanrruarre still rings 
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in my ears after many years, as a voice from the dead, 
that in our Government the centrifugal force is far 
greater than the centripetal ; that the danger is not, 
that we shall fall 'into the sun ; but that we may fly off 
in eccentric orbits, and never return to our perihelion. 
·whether his prophetic fears were ill or well founded, 
Time alone can decide ; -Time, which sweeps away 
the schemes of man's invention; but leaves immova
ble on their foundations the eternal truths of nature. 

Hitherto, I have spoken of the attributes belonging 
to his moral character, and the principles, which 
governed his life and conduct~ On these, I confess, 
that I dwell with a fond and reverential enthusiasm. 
There was a daily beauty in these, which captivated 
the more, the nearer they were approached, and the 
more they were gazed on. Like the softened plays of 
moonlight, they served to illuminate all objects, at the 
same time, that they mellowed and harmonized them. 
But, I am admonished, that the duties of the present 
occasion require my to dwell rather on his intellectual, 
than his moral qualities. He stands before us rather 
as the head of a learned profession, than as a private 
citizen, or as a statesman. 

He was a great man. I do not mean by this, that 
among his contemporaries he was justly entitled to a 
high rank for his intellectual endowments, an equal 
among the master spirits of the day, if not facile prin
ceps. I go farther; and insist, that he would have 
been deemed a great man in any age, and of all ages. 
He was one of those, to whom centuries alone give 
birth ; standing out, like beacon lights on the loftiest 
eminences, to guide, admonish, and instruct future 
generations, as well as the present. It did not happen 
to him, as it has happened to many men of celebrity, 
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that he appeared greatest at a distance; that his superi
ority vanished on a close survey ; and that familiarity 
brought it down to the standard of common minds. 
On the contrary, it required some degree of intimacy 
fully to appreciate his powers ; and those, who knew 
him best, and saw him most, had daily reason to won
der at the vast extent and variety of his intellectual 
resources. 

His genius was rather contemplative, than imagina
tive. It seemed not so much to give direction to his 
other intellectual powers, as to receive its lead from 
them. He devoted himself principally to serious and 
profound studies ; and employed his invention rather 
to assist philosophical analysis, than to gather materials 
for ornament, for persuasion, or for picturesque effect. 
In strength, and depth, and comprehensiveness of mind, 
it would be difficult to name his superior. He sought 
for truths far beyond the boundaries, to which inquisi
tive and even ambitious minds are accustomed to push 
their inquiries. He traced them out from their first 
dim lights and paly glimmers, until they stood em
bodied before him with a clear and steady brightness. 
His sagacity ,vas as untiring, as it was acute ; and he 
saw the conclusion of his premises at such vast dis
tances, and through such vast reaches of intermediate 
results, that it burst upon other minds as a sort of 
ins.tant, and miraculous induction. It was said by a 
distinguished political opponent, who had often felt 
the power of his reasoning, that he made it a rule in 
argument, never to admit any proposition asserted by 
the Chief Justice, however plain and unquestionable 
it might seem to be ; for, if the premises were once 
admitted, the conclusion, however apparently remote, 
flowed on with an irresistible certainty. His powers 
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of analysis were, indeed, marvellous. He separated 
the accidental from the essential circumstances with 
a subtilty and exactness, which surprised those most, 
who were accustomed to its exercise. No error in 
reasoning escaped his detection. He followed it 
through all its doublings, until it became palpable, 
and stripped of all its disguises. But, what. seemed 
peculiarly his mvn, was the power, with which he 
seized upon a principle or argument, apparently pre
sented in the most elementary form, and showed it to 
be a mere corollary of some more general truth, which 
lay at immeasurable distances beyond it. If his mind 
had been less practical, he would have been the most 
consummate of metaphysicians, and the most skilful of 
sophists. But his love of dialectics was constantly 
controlled by his superior love of truth. He had no 
vain ambition to darken counsel, or encourage doubt. 
His aim was conscientiously to unfold truth, as it was, 
in its simple majesty; to strengthen the foundation of 
moral, religious, social, political, and legal obligations; 
and to employ the gifts, with which Providence had en
trusted him, to augment human happiness, support hu
man justice, and bind together in an indissoluble union 
the great interests of human society. In short, if I 
were called upon to say, in what he intellectually ex
celled most men, I should say it was in wisdom, in the 
sense already alluded to; -a wisdom drawn from large, 
extensive, sound principles and various researches ; 
a wisdom, which constantly accumulated new materials 
for thought and action, and as constantly sifted and re
fined the old. He was not ambitious of literary dis
tinction. But his great work on the life of \Vashington 
shows his capacity for historical composition in the most 
favorable light. It will for ever remain a monument of 
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his skill, sound judgment, and strict impartiality; and 
must in the future, as in the past, be a standard ,a~
thority for all other historians. 

In contemplating his professional career .it cannot for 
a moment be doubted, that he must have occupied the 
foremost rank among Advocates. Such accordingly 
has been his reputation transmitted to us by his con
temporaries at the bar. From what has been already 
said, his powers of argument must have ensured him 
entire success. In his manner he was earnest, impres
sive, deliberative ; but at the same time far more in
tent on his matter, than his manner. Never having 
known him, while he was at the bar, I should have si
lently drawn the conclusion, that his forensic arguments 
were more distinguished for masculine sense, solid rea
soning, and forcible illustration, than for impassioned 
appeals, or touching pathos, even when the latter might 
fairly enlist the judgment of an advocate. But there 
have been times in private conversations and conferen
ces, in which he has been roused by the interest of the 
subject to such a glowing strain of animated reasoning, 
that I am convinced, that he was no stranger to appeals 
to the heart; and that, when he chose, he could call 
up from the very depths of the soul its most powerful 
feelings. 

In regard to Eloquence, if by that be merely meant, 
an ornamented diction, splendor of sty le, impassioned 
delivery, and fine flourishes of rhetoric, it could scarce
ly be said to belong to his forensic addresses. In the 
view of such a mind as his, there were graver duties 
to be performed, and more important interests to be 
secured. He loved the law, as a science, and not as a 
trade ; and felt the full dignity of being a minister at 
its altars. He deemed himself under deep responsi
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bility, not to his client alone, but to the court, and to 
the cause of public justice. He studied to know, what 
the precepts of the law were, that he might apply them 
to his cause, and not to pervert them to aid the triumph 
of injustice, or to swell the trophies of cunning, or ava
rice, or profligacy. His notions of professional morals 
and obligations were far different from such mean and 
debasing palterings with conscience. He argued for 
the law, and with the law, and from the law. He dis
dained to mislead the court or jury, if he could; and 
he gave to both on all occasions the support and the in
struction of his ample stuclies. 

But if by Eloquence be meant the,.power to address 
other men's minds in language expressive and lumi
nous ; to present the proper topics of argument- in 
their just order and fullness ; to convince the under
standing by earnest and sententious appeals ; and by 
the force of reasoning, to disarm prejudices, to subdue 
passions, and to dissipate popular delusions ; - if, 
these be the attributes of eloquence, then, indeed, 
few men might more justly aspire to such a distinc
tion. I would not claim for him, that he possessed 
the power to seduce men's understandings by persua
sive insinuations, or honied accents ; but I affirm, that 
he withdrew their understandings from the potency of 
such artifices, so that they fell lifeless at his feet ; 
telumque imbelle sine ictu. To him may unhesitat
ingly be applied the language of Cicero, pronounced 
upon one of the greatest lawyers of Rome, that he 
possessed a mastery of the highest art of oratory ; 
the art of analyzing, defining, and illustrating a sub
ject ; separating the true from the false ; and deduc
ing from each the appropriate consequences ; 
artem, qure <loceret rem universam tribuere in partes, 
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latentem explicare definiendo, obscuram explanare 
interpretando ; ambigua primum videre, deinde dis
tinguere ; postremo, habere regulam, qu:1 vera et 
falsa judicarentur; et qme, quibus positis, essent, 
qureque non essent, consequentia. Hie enim attulit 
hanc artem, omnium artium maximam, quasi lucem, 
ad ea, qure confuse ab aliis aut respondebantur, aut 
agebantur.* 

But it is principally upon his character as a Magis
trate, presiding over the highest tribunal of the 
Nation, that the solid _fabric of his fame must rest. 
And there let it rest ; for the foundations are deep, 
and the superstructure fitted for immortality. Time, 
which is perpetually hurrying into a common oblivion 
the flatterers of kings, and the flatterers of the people, 

· the selfish demagogues, and the wary courtiers, serves 
but to make true greatness better known, by dissolving 
the mists of prejudice and passion, which for a while 
conceal its true glory. The life of the Chief Justice 
extended over a space rare in the annals of j urispru
dence ; and still more rare is such a life, with the 
accompaniment of increasing reputation. There was 
nothing accidental or adventitious in his judicial charac
ter. It grew by its own native strength, unaided by the 
sunshine of power, and unchecked by cold neglect, or 
unsparing indifference. The life of Lord Mansfield 
was one of the longest and most splendid in the juridi
cal history of England. That of the Chief Justice was 
longer, and may fairly rival it in the variety of its 
labors, in the glory of its achievements, and in its 
rapid advancement of the science of jurisprudence. 

The Chief Justiceship of the United States is a sta
tion full of perplexing duties, and delicate responsibili

~ Cicero De Clar. Orator. Cap. 41. 
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ties, and requmng qualities so various, as well as so 
high, that no man, conscious of human infirmity, can 
fail to approach it with extreme diffidence and distrust 
of his own competency. It is the very post, where 
weakness, and ignorance, and timidity must instantly 
betray themselves, and sink to their natural level. It 
is difficult even for the profession at large fully to 
appreciate the extent of the labors, the various at
tainments, the consummate learning, and the exquisite 
combination of moral qualities, which are demanded to 
fill it worthily. It has hitherto been occupied only by 
the highest class of minds, which had been trained 
and disciplined by a long course of public and profes
sional service for its functions. Jay, Ellsworth, and 
Marshall, have been the incumbents for the whole pe
riod since the adoption of the Constitution ; and their 
extraordinary endowments have in a great measure 
concealed from the public gaze the dangers and the 
difficulties of this dazzling vocation. 

There is nothing in the jurisprudence of the States, 
which affords any parallel or measure of the labors of 
the National Courts. The jurisprudence of each 
State is homogeneous in its materials. It deals with in
stitutions of a uniform character. It discusses questions 
of a nature familiar to the thoughts and employments of 
the whole profession. The learned advocate, who 
finds himself transferred, by public favor or superior 
ability, from the state bar, to the state bench, finds 
the duties neither new, nor embarrassing in their ele
ments or details. He passes over ground, where the 
pathways are known and_ me~su:ed; and h~ finds 
pleasure in retracing their wmdmgs and their pas
sages. He may exclaim with the poet, Juvat iterare 
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labores ; and he indulges a safe and generous confi
dence in his own juridical attainments. 

How different is the case in the National Courts ! 
·with whatever affluence of learning a Judge may 
come there, he finds himself at once in a scene full of 
distressing novelties and varieties of thought. Instead 
of the jurisprudence of a single State, in which he has 
been educated and trained, he is at once plunged into 
the jurisprudence of twenty-four States, essentially dif
fering in habits, laws, institutions, and principles of de
c1s1on. He is compelled to become a student of doc
trines, to which he has hitherto been an entire 
stranger; and the very language, in which those 
doctrines are sometimes expressed, is in the truest 
sense to him an unknown tongue. The words .seem 
to belong to the dialect of his native language ; but 
other meanings are attached to them, either so new, or 
so qualified, that he is embarrassed at every step of 
his progress. Nay ; he is required in some measure 
to forget in one cause, what he has learned in another, 
from its inapplicability or local impropriety ; and new 
statutes, perpetually accumulating on every side, seem 
to snatch from his grasp the principles of local law, 
at the moment, when he is beginning to congratulate 
himself upon the possession of them. Independent of 
this complicated intermixture of State Jurisprudence, he 
is compelled to master the whole extent of Admiralty 
and Prize Law; the public and private Law of Nations;' 
and the varieties of English and American Equity 
Jurisprudence. To these confessedly Herculean la
bors he must now add some reasonable knowledge of 
the Civil Law, and of the Jurisprudence of France and 
Spain, as they break upon him from the sunny regions 
of the farthest South. Nor is this all; (though much 
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of what has been already stated must be new to his 
thoughts) he must gather up the positive regulations 
of the statutes and treaties of the National Govern
ment, and the silent and implied results of its sove
reignty and action. He must finally expand his 
studies to that most important branch of National 
Jurisprudence, the exposition of constitutional law, 
demanding, as it does, a comprehensiveness of thought, 
a calmness of judgment, and a diligence of research, 
(not to speak of other qualities,) which cannot be con
templated without the most anxious apprehensions of 
failure. ·when these various duties are considered, 
it is scarcely too much to say, that they present the· 
same discouraging aspect of the National Jurispru
dence, which Sir Henry Spelman has so feelingly pro
claimed of the municipal jurisprudence of England, 
in his day ; - Molem, non ingentem solum, sed per
petuis humeris sustinen<lam. 

These, however, are but a part of the qualifications 
required of the man, who holds the office of Chief Jus
tice. He must also possess other rare accomplishments, 
which are required of one, who, as the Head of the 
Court, is to preside over its public del1berations, and 
its private confidential conferences. Patience, mode
ration, candor, urbanity, quickness of perception, 
dignity of deportment, gentleness o~ mann~rs, _ge~ius, 

, which commands respect, and·learnmg, which JUStifi~s 
confidence ; - These seem indispensable qualifications 
to fill up the outlines of_ the characte~. ·while I ,~as 
yet shadowing them out m my own mmd, my eyes m

nsibly turned ( as it were) to the Judicial Hall at 
se Ch .Washington, and to the very air appropriated to 
the office. The venerable form of Marshall seemed 
still seated there ! - It was but a momentary dream ; 
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- I awoke ; and found, that I had but sketched the 
first lines of his portrait. 

Yes, this great and good man was all, that we could 
ask, or even desire for the station. He seemed the 
very personation of Justice itself, as he ministered at 
its altars - in the presence of the nation - within the 
very walls, which had often echoed back the unsurpass
ed eloquence of the dead, of Dexter, and Pinkney, and 
Emmett, and ·wirt, and of the living also, nameless 
here, but ,vhose names will swell on the voices of a 
thousand generations. Enter but that hall, and you 
saw him listening with a quiet, easy dignity to the dis

.. cussions at the bar ; silent, serious, searching ; with a 
keenness of thought, which sophistry could not mis
lead, or error confuse, or ingenuity delude; with a 
benignity of aspect, which invited the modest to move 
on with confidence ; with a conscious firmness of pur
pose, which repressed arrogance, and overawed decla
mation. You heard him pronounce the opinion of the 
Court in a low but modulated voice, unfolding in lumi
nous order every topic of argument, trying its strength, 
and measuring. its value, until you felt yourself in the 
presence of the very oracle of the law. You heard, 
(if I may adopt the language applied to another great 
magistrate on a like occasion) you "heard principles 
stated, reasoned upon, enlarged, and explained, until 
y~m were lost in admiration at the strength and stretch 
of the human understanding."* Follow him into the · 
conference room, a scene of not less difficult or deli
cate duties, and you would observe the same presiding 
genius, the same kindness, attentiveness, and defer
ence ; ·and, yet, when the occasion required, the same 

* Mr. Justice Buller, speaking of Lord Mansfield, in Lickbarrow v. Mason, 
2 Term Rep. 73. 
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power of illustration, the same minuteness of research, 
the same severity of logic, and the same untiring ac
curacy in facts and principles. 

It may be truly said of him, as it was of Lord 
Mansfield, that he excelled in the statement of a case · 

' so much so, that it was almost of itself an argument. 
If it did not at once lead the hearer to the proper 
conclusion, it prepared him to assent to it, as soon as 
it was announced. Nay more; it persuaded him, that 
it must be right, however repugnant it might be to his 
preconceived notions. Perhaps no Judge ever ex
celled him in the capacity to hold a legal proposition 
before the eyes of others in such vario~s forms and 
colors. It seemed a pleasure to him to cast the dark
est shades of objection over it, that he might show, 
how they could be dissipated by a single glance of 
light. He would by the most subtile analysis resolve 
every argument into its ultimate principles, and then 
with a marvellous facility apply them to the decision 

of the cause. 
That he possessed an uncommon share of juridical 

learning, would naturally be presumed, from his large 
experience and inexhaustible diligence. Yet it is due 
to truth, as well as to his memory to declare, that his 
juridical learning was not equal to that of many of the 
great masters in the profession, living or dead, at home 
or abroad. He yielded at once to their superiority of 
knowledge, as well in the modern as in the ancient 
law. He adopted the notion of Lord Bacon, that 
" studies serve for delight, for ornament, and for abili
ty,"-" in the judgment_ and ~isposition of business." 
The latter was his favonte obJeCt. Hence he "read 
not to contradict and confute ; nor to believe and take 
for granted ; nor to find talk and discourse ; but to 
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weigh and consider." And he followed another sug
gestion of that great man, that "Judges ought to be 
more learned, than witty ; more reverend, than plau
sible; and more advised, than confident." The origi
nal bias, as well as choice, of his mind was to general 
principles, and comprehensive views, rather than to 
technical, or recondite learning. He loved to expa
tiate upon the theory of equity ; to gather up the ex
pansive doctrines of commercial jurisprudence ; and 
to give a rational cast even to the most subtile dogmas 
of the common law. He was solicitous to hear argu
ments; and not to decide causes without them. And 
no Judge ever profited more by them. No matter, 
whether the subject was new or old; familiar to his. 
thoughts, or remote from them ; buried under a mass 
of obsolete learning, or _developed for the first time 
yesterday ; whatever was its. nature, he courted argu
ment, nay, he demanded it. It was matter of surprise 
to see, how easily he grasped the leading principles of 
a case, and cleared it of all its accidental incumbran
ces; how readily he evolved the true points of the 
controversy, even ,vhen it was manifest, that he never 
before had caught even a glimpse of the learning, 
upon which it depended. He seized, as it were by in
tuition, the very spirit of juridical doctrines, though 
cased up in the armor of centuries ; and he discussed 
authorities, as if the very minds of the Judges them
selves stood disembodied before him. 

But his peculiar triumph was in the exposition of 
constitutional law. It was here, that he stood confes
sedly without a rival, whether we regard his thorough 
knowledge of our civil a.nd political history, his 
admirable powers of illustration and generalization, 
his scrupulous integrity and exactness in interpreta
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tion, or his consummate skill in moulding his own ge
nius into its elements, as if they had constituted the 
exclusive study of his life. His proudest epitaph may 
be written in a single line - Here lies the Expounder 
of the Constitution of the Unitetl States. 

I am aware of the force of this language; and have 
no desire to qualify it. The task, which he had to 
perform, was far different from that, which belongs to 
the debates in other places, ,vhere topics may be 
chosen, and pressed, or avoided, as the occasion may 
require. In the forum there is no choice of topics to 
be urged ; there are no passions to be addressed ; 
there are no interests to be courted. Critical inqui
ries, nice discriminations, severe incluctions, and pro
gressive demonstrations are demanded upon the very 
points, on which the controversy hinges. Every ob
jection must be met, and sifted, and answered, not by 
single flashes of thought, but by the closest logic, rea
soning out every successive position with a copious 
and convincing accuracy. 

Let it be remembered, that, ·when Chief Justice 
Marshall first took his seat on the Bench, scarcely 
more than two or three questions of constitutional law 
had ever engaged the attention of the Supreme Court. 
As a science, constitutional law was then confessedly 
new; and that portion of it, in an especial manner, 
which may be subjected to judicial scrutiny, had been 
explored by few minds, even in the most general 
forms of inquiry. Let it· be remembered, that in the 
course of his judicial life, numerous questions of a 
practical nature, and involving interests of vast mag
nitude, have been constantly before the Court, where 
there was neither guide, nor authority ; but all was 
to be wrought out by general principles. Let it be 
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remembered, that texts, which scarcely cover the 
breadth of a finger, have been since interpreted, ex
plained, limited, and adjusted by judicial commenta
ries, which are now expanded into volumes. Let it 
be remembered, that the highest learning, genius, and 
eloquence of the bar, have been employed to raise 
doubts, and fortify objections ; that State sovereignties 
have stood impeached in their legislation; and rights 
of the most momentous nature have been suspended 
upon the issue ; that, under such circumstances, the 
infirmities of false reasoning, the glosses of popular 
appeal, the scattered fire of irregular and inconclusive 
assertion, and the want of comprehensive powers of 
analysis, had no chance to escape the instant detec
tion of the profession ; - Let these things (I say) be 
remembered; and- who does not at once perceive, 
that the task of expounding the Constitution, under 
such circumstances, required almost superhuman abili
ties ? It demanded a mind, in which vast reaches of' 
thought should be combined with patience of investi
gation, sobriety of judgment, fearlessness of conse
quences, and mastery of the principles of interpreta
tion, to an extent rarely belonging to the most gifted 
of our race. 

How this gigantic task of expounding the Constitu
tion was met and executed by Chief Justice Marshall, 
let the Profession, let the Public, decide. Situated 
as I am, I may not speak for others upon such an oc
casion. But having sat by his side during twenty-four 
years ; having witnessed his various constitutional 
labors; having heard many of those exquisite judg
ments, the fruits of his own unassisted meditations, 
from which the Court has derived so much honor ; -· 
et nos aliquod nomenque decusque gessimus ; -I 
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confess myself unable to find language sufficiently ex
pressive of my admiration and reverence of his trans
cendent genius. ·while I have followed his footsteps, 
not as I could have wished, but as I have been able, 
at humble distances, in his splendid judicial career, I 
have constantly felt the liveliest gratitude to that be
neficent Providence, which created him for the age, 
that his talents might illustrate the law, his virtues 
adorn the bench, and his judgments establish the per
petuity of the Constitution of the country. Such is my 
humble tribute to his memory. His saltem accumu
lem donis, et fungar inani munere. The praise is sin
cere, though it may be perishable. Not so his fame. 
It will flow on to the most <listant ages. Even if the 
Constitution of his country should perish, his glorious 
judgments will still remain to instruct mankind, until 
liberty shall cease to be a blessing, and the science of 
jm:isprudence shall vanish from the catalogue of human 
pursuits. 

And this great Magistrate is now gone - gone, as 
we trust, to the high rewards of such eminent services. 
It is impossible to reflect, that the places, which once 
knew him, shaI1 know him no more, without a sense of 
inexpressible melancholy. ·when shaJl we look upon 
his like again 1 1Vben may we again hope to see so 
much moderation with so much firmness ; so much sa
gacity with so much modesty ; so much learning with 
so 'much purity ; so much wisdom with so much 
gentleness; so much splendor of talent with so much 
benevolence ; so much of every thing to love and ad
mire, with nothing, absolutely nothing, to regret 1 

And yet there are some consolations even in so 
great a loss. Cicero, in mourning over the death of 
his friend, the great Roman lawyer, Hortensius, did 
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not hesitate to pronounce his death fortunate ; for he 
died at a moment happy for himself, though most un
fortunate for his country. Quoniam perpetua qua.dam 
felicitate usus ille, cessit e vita, suo, magis quam 
suorum civium, tempore. Vixit tam diu quam licuit 
in civitate bene beateque vivere. * We may well ap
ply the like remark to Chief Justice Marshall. He was 
not cut off in middle life, in the early maturity of his 
faculties, while he was yet meditating new plans of 
usefulness or glory. He lived to the very verge of 
that green old age, after which the physical strength 
sensibly declines, and the intellectual powers no long
er reach their accustomed limits. He retained, to the 
very last hour of his life, the possession of all these 
powers in full perfection, without change-nay, with
out the shadow of change. Such had been his hope, 
earnestly and frequently expressed to his confidential 
friends, with deep solicitude ; for no man more than 
he dreaded to add another to the melancholy lessons : 

"In life's last scenes, what prodigies surprise, 
Tears of the brave, and follies of the wise." 

We may well rejoice, therefore, that a life, so long 
and so useful, should have come to its close without 
any exhibition of human infirmity. The past is now 
secure. It is beyond the reach of accident. The fu
ture cannot be disturbed by error, or darkened by im
becility. His setting sun loomed out in cloudless 
splendor, as it sunk below the horizon. The last 
lights shot up with a soft and balmy transparency, as if 
the beams, while yet reflected back on this world, were 
but ushering in the morn of his-own immortality. 

• Cicero De Clar. Orator. Cap. 1. 
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Page 45, line 27, for serious, read decided. 
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Dorchester, July 13, 1855. 
IloN. EDWARD EVERETT,

MY DEAR Srn: 

I have the honor herewith to transmit a Resolution of the 
Executive Co=ittee for the late celebration in Dorchester, which passed 
that body with perfect unanimity. 

Permit me also to express the sense of gratitude which the Committee, in 
common with their fellow citizens, feel for the most acceptable service 
performed by you on that occasion, and to hope that it may suit your con
venience to place early in our hands, a copy of your very learned and 
eloquent Oration for publication. 

"\Vith profound respect, your obd't servant, 

MARSHALL P. WILDER. 

Dorchester, July 9, 1855. 
At a meeting of the Executive Committee for the Celebration of the Settle

ment of Dorchester and the Seventy-ninth Anniversary of the Independence 
of the United States, it was-

Resolved, That the thanks of the Committee be tendered to the Iron. 
Edward Everett for his eloquent, instructive, and truly patriotic Address 
delivered upon that occasion, and that a copy of it be requested for publica
tion. 

MARSHALL P. "\VrLDER, LEWIS PIERCE, 
E. P. TILESTON, NATHAN CARRUTH, 
DANIEL DENNY, E. J, BrsPHA)l, 
WILLI.Ur D. SwAN, JNO, H, ROBINSON, 

NAHUM CAPEN, CHARLES HUNT, 
ENOCH TRAIN, EDWARD Knw. 
OLIVER HALL, 

Boston, 16 July, 1855. 

:hh DEAR Srn,

I have received your letter of the 13th, with the resolution of the 
Executive Committee for the late Celebration in Dorchester, requesting a 
copy of my Oration delivered on the 4th instant. 

I am much indebted to the Committee for their favorable estimate of my 
Address, and cheerfully place it at their ·disposal. 

Be pleased to accept my acknowledgments for the kind terms with 
which you have conveyed the request of the Co=ittce, and believe me, 
dear Sir, with great regiu·d, 

Very truly yours, 

EDWARD EYERETI'. 

Hon. MAR.SHALL P. "\VrLDER, 

http:WILLI.Ur




DEDICATION. 

To THE INHABIT.ANTS OF BOTH SEXES OF MY NATIVE 

TOWN THIS ORATION IS1 WITH WA.RM GRATITUDE FOR THE 

SY.MPATHIZING ATTENTION WITH WHICH IT WAS HEARD BY 

TIIEM1 

RESPECTFULLY .AND AFFECTIONATELY 

DEDICATED, BY 

EDWARD EVERETT. 





INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 


· T1rn following Oration is printed from the manuscript as 
originally prepared (of which about a third part was omitted in 
speaking in consequence of its length), with the addition as far 
as recollected of what suggested itself in the delivery. 

Besides the original authorities cited in their appropriate places, 
I would make a general acknowledgment of my obligations to the 
"Chronological and Topographical Account of Dorchester," by 
Rev. Dr. Harris, in the ninth volume of the first series of the Col
lections of the Massachusetts Historical Society, and to the three 
numbers of the "History of Dorchester," now in course of publi
cation ·by a committee of the Antiquarian and Historical Society 
of that town. Other interesting materials, of which my limits did 
not permit me to make much use, were placed in my hands 
by Dr. T. W. Harris, partly from the manuscripts of his 
venerable father; by Mr. Nahum Capen on the connection of 
Roger Sherman with Dorchester; by l\Ir. Ebenezer Clapp, jr. on 
the subject of the Midway Church; and by lVIr. Daniel Denny, 
from a memorandum of the late Mr. J. Smith Boies, on the occu-. 
pation of Dorchester Heights. If those acquainted with the history 
of our ancient town should be disappointed at finding some matters 
of interest wholly passed over, and others lightly treated, they 
will be pleased to reflect upon the difficulty of doing justice to all 
parts of a subject so comprehensive, within the limits of a popular 
address. 

In the narrative of the occupation of Dorchester Heights, I have 
followed the safe guidance of the " History of the Siege of Bos
ton," by l\Ir. R. Frothingham, jr. 



viii INTRODUCTORY NOTE, 

It may be thought ungracious, at the present day, to dwell with 
emphasis on the oppressive measures of the Colonial Government, 
which caused the American Revolution, and on the military inci
dents of the contest. I believe, however, that no greater service 
could be rendered to humanity than to present the essential abuses 
and inevitable results of colonial rule in such a light to the Gov
ernments of Western Europe, and especially to the English Gov
ernment as that most concerned, as will lead to the systematic 
adoption of the course suggested on page 77 of this discourse ;
that is, the amicable concession to colonies, mature for self-govern
ment, of that independence which will otherwise be extorted by 
mutually exhausting wars. 

Among the novel lessons of higher politics taught in our con
stitutional history, as yet but little reflected on at home, and well 
worth the profound study of statesmen in the constitutional gov
ernments of Europe, is the peaceful separation from parent States 
of territories as large as many a European kingdom; an event of 
which five or six instances have occurred since the formation of 
the Federal Union, under whose auspices these separations have 
taken place. 

Boston, July, 1855. 



ORATION . 


.A:"110::\"G the numerous calls to aclclrcss public meet· 
ings "·ith which I haYc been honorccl cluring my 
life, I }rnyc ncYer received one ,Yith greater pleasure, 
than that which brings me before you this clay. 
Drawn up with unusual precision and care by a 
skilful pen, subscribecl by more than one hunclrecl 
and fifty of your lcacling citizens, and placed in my 
hands by a most respected committee of their 1rnm
bcr, it apprizcs me that "the citizens of Dorchester, 
without clistinction of party, actuated by motives of 
public good, ancl believing in the salutary teaching 
of national eyents, when contemplated with an in
quiring spirit and an enlightened judgment, arc 
desirous of celebrating the 4th of July, 185-!, in a 
manner that shall prove creditable to that ancient 
town, instructive to the young, renovating to the 
aged, and moraHy profitable to the nation," and it 
inYites me, as a native citizen of the town, to join 
you in carrying this purpose into effect. 

You arc well acquainted, Fellow-citizens, with the 
circumstances that prevented my appearing before 
you last year, in pursuance of this invitation. 
might still, ·.vithout impropriety, offer you a sufficient 

2 
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excuse, in the state of my health, for shrinking from 
the effort of addressing an audience like this ; and I 
feel deeply my inability, under any circumstances, to 
fulfil the conditions of your invitation as I have just 
repeated them. But I confess I have not been able 
to forego this first opportunity, the last, also, no 
doubt, I shall ever enjoy, of publicly addressing the 
citizens of Dorchester; -the place of my birth, of 
my early education, and of all the kindly associations 
of my childhood. I have felt an irresistible attrac
tion to the spot. I behc5ld around me the originals 
of the earliest impressions upon my mind, which 
neither time nor the cares of a crowded life have 
effaced. Some fifty-six or seven years have passed 
since, as a school-boy, I climbed,-summer and ,vin
ter,-what then seemed to me the steep acclivity of 
)Ieeting-house hill. The old School-house (it was 
then the new School-house, but I recollect that which 
preceded it) has disappeared. The ancient Church 
in which I was baptized, is no longer standing. The 
venerable pastor,* whose affectionate smile still lives 
in the memory of so many who listen to me, has 
ceased from his labors. The entire generation to 
whom I looked up as to aged or even grown men, 
are departed; but the images of all that has passed 
away have been cast and abide, with more than pho
tographic truth, upon the inmost chambers of my 
memory. Some of us, my friends, companions of 
school-boy days, remain to cherish the thought of 
the past, to meditate on the lapse of years and the 

•Rev.Dr Harris. 
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events they have brought forth, and to rejoice in the 
growth and improvement of our native town. \Ve 
have pursued different paths in life; Providence has 
sent us into various fields of duty and usefulness, of 
action and suffering: but I am sure there is not one 
of us who has wandered or who has remained, that 
does not still feel a dutiful interest in the place of 
his birth; and who docs not experience something 
more than usual sensibility on an occasion like this. 

In those things, which in a rapidly improving 
community arc subject to change, there are few 
places, within my k1mwlcdgc, which within fifty 
years have undergone greater changes than Dorches
ter. The population in 1800 was 2347; in 1850 it 
,vas a little short of 8000. ,vhat was then called 
" the N eek," the most secluded portion of the old 
to"·n, although the part which led to its being first 
pitched upon as a place of settlement, was in 1804 
annexed to Boston; and being united with the city 
by two bridges, has long since exchanged the re
tirement of a village for the life and movement of 
the metropolis. The pick-axe is making sad ravages 
upon one of the venerable heights of Dorchester; 
the entrenchments of the other, no longer masking 
the deadly engincry of war, are filled with the re
freshing waters of Cochituate lake. New roads have 
been opened in every part of our ancient town, and 
two railways traverse it from north to south. The 
ancient houses built before the revolution have not 
all disappeared, but they are almost lost in the mul
titude of modern dwelli11gs. A half century ago 
there was but one church in the town, that which 



8 


stood on yonder hill, and the school-house ·which 
then stood by its side was, till 1802, the only one 
diguificcl by the name of a To,vn School. You have 
now ten churches ancl sewn school-houses of the first 
class ;-ancl all the establishments of an eminently 
prosperous to,vn, situated in the Yicinity of a great 
commercial metropolis, have multiplied in equal pro
portion. 

But all is not changed. The great natural fea
tures of the scene, and no where arc they more 
attractive, arc of coUI·sc unalterecl :-the same fine 
sweep of the shore ·with its projecting headlands,
the same extensive plain at the Xorth part of the 
town, - the same gentle undulations and gradual 
ascent to the South,-thc same beautiful elevations. 
I caught a few days ago, from the top of Jones's hill, 
the same noble prospect ( and I know not a finer on 
the coast of )Iassachusetts ), ,vhid1 used to attract 
my boyish gaze more than fifty years ago. Old hill, 
as we called it then (it has lost that venerable name 
in the progress of refinement, though it has become 
half a century older), notwithstanding the tasteful 
villas which adorn its base, exhibits substantially the 
same native grouping of cedars and the same mag
nificent rocks, and commands the same fine view of 
the harbor, which it did before a single house ,ms 
built within its precincts. Venerable trees that 
seemed big to me in my boyhood,-! have been look
ing at some of them this morning,-seem but little 
bigger now, though I trace the stornis of fifty win
ters on some well-recollect,ed branches. The aged 
sycamores which shaded the roof, bPneath ,vhich I 



was born, still shade it ; and the ancient burial 
ground hard by, ,vith ,vhich there are few of us who 
have not some tender associations, upon ,vhose early 
graves may yet be seen the massy unhe"·n stones 
placed there by the first settlers for protection against 
the wohcs, still attracts the antiquary "·ith its quaint 
and learned inscriptions, and preserves the memory 
not merely of "the rude forefathers of the hamlet," 
but of some of the most honored names in the his
tory of ~Iassachusctts. 

But I ought to apologize, my friends, for dwelling 
on topics so deeply tingeLl "·ith personal recollection. 
The occasion on which "·c arc met i1nites all our 
thoughts to public themes. It is two hundred awl 
twcnty-frrc years since the commencement of the 
settlement of our ancient town,-the first foothold 
of the pioneers of Governor \Yinthrop's expedition. 
It is the seventy-ninth anniversary of the Declaration 
of the Independence of the United States. Our 
minds naturally go back to the foundations of the 
ancient Commonwealth of which we arc citizens, 
laid as they were within our limits. \Ye dwell with 
pleasure and pride on the growth of our native tmvn 
under the vicissitudes of colonial forttmc, from i~s 
feeble beginnings to the dimensions of a large and 
flourishing municipality; and "·c meditate with just 
interest upon those eventful scenes at the commence
ment of the Revolutionary \Yar of which our heights 
were the theatre, and which exerted an undoubted 
influence upon the Continental Congress at Phila
delphia in hastening the Great Declaration. 

Thus the appropriate topics of the day correspond 
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·with the three great divisions, which make up the 
whole system of political philosophy. "\Ve have, 
first, The foundation of a State,-the measures and 
agencies by which, under Providence, a new people 
is called into the family of nations ;-manifestly the 
most important event, humanly speaking, that can 
occur in the history of our race. Second, "re have 
the institutions and events which make up the poli
tical life of a community ;-the organization and 
action, by ,vhich the divinely appointed ordinance of 
civil government is administered, so as best to pro
mote the welfare and progress of a people. Third, 
"\Ve have one of those great movements called Revo
lutions, by which a people for urgent causes introduces 
organic changes in the frame-work of its govern
ment, and materially renovates or wholly reconstructs 
the fabric of its political relations. 

In reference to each of these three great branches 
of political science, the history of our ancient town 
and the occasion which calls us together furnish us 
with the most striking illustrations and instructive 
lessons. The foundation of a new State, in a quar
ter of the globe before unknown, is an event without 
a 1mrallcl in the domain of authentic history. The 
time and the manner in ·which the earliest predeces
sors of the present inhabitants of Europe became 
established there, are but impeifectly known; while 
the first settlement of Asia and Africa, after the 
original dispersion of mankind, is lost in those un
fathomable depths of antiquity, which the deep sea
line of research has never sounded. It is only after 
comparing the authentic pages of our early history 
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with the clouds of insipid fable that hang oYer the 
origin of Athens, and Rome, and Great Britain,
fablcs ·which neither l)lutarch, nor Livy, nor Milton 
has been able to raise into dignity and intcrcst,-that 
·we pcrcciYe the real grandeur of the "·ork of which 
the foundations ,vcre laid two centuries and a quarter 
ago on Dorchester plain. 

So with respect to the second branch of political 
philosophy, the organization and administration of 
States, I am disposed to affirm that there arc secrets 
of practical wisdom and prudence, -. - clements of 
growth and prosperity, - in our municipal system, 
which deserve to be thoughtfully explored. Our 
towns of course arc but units in the great sum which 
makes up the State. They possess none of the higher 
powers of government. Not by their hands is ,vicld
cd the mace of legislation, or the scales of justice, 
the purse or the sword of the Commonwealth. But 
whenever the prosperity of Kew England and the 
younger States modelled on its type is traced to its 
ultimate causes, it will be found to a good degree in 
this municipal system. In the pages of these ancient 
volumes, - these old town records which have in 
few cases been better preserved than in Dorchester,
there will be found lessons of experience, of blessed 
common sense shaping itself to the exigency of un
common times, of patient submission to present evils 
in the hope of a brighter day, of fortitude and cour
age in an humble sphere, of provident care for the 
nsmg generation and posterity, of unwearied dili
gence for the promotion of religion, morals, and 
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education, which in thc:r joint effect have done much 
toward giYing us this goodly heritage. 

Lastly, of those great movements by which organic 
changes arc wrought in established governments and 
a new order in the political world brought in, it 
must be admitted that the event which we comme
morate to-day, in the character of the partics,-an 
infant confederacy of republics just starting out of a 
state of colonial pupilagc on the one hand, and one 
of the oldest monarchies in Europe on the other; 
the long and silent preparation and the gradual 
approach; the soundness of the principles which 
impelled the movement, ackno-wlcdgcd as it was by 
the most illustrious statesmen of the mother country; 
the purity and pristine simplicity of manners that 
characterized the revolutionary leaders; the almost 
total absence of those violent and sanguinary inci
dcn ts that usually mark the progress of civil war; 
and the gradual development, out of the chaos of the 
struggle, of well-balanced systems of republican gov
ernment and federal union ;-in all these respects, it 
must be allowed, that there is a solitary dignity and 
clcnition in our ) ..mcrican llcYolution. They make it 
perhaps the only instance in history of the severance 
of a mighty empire, equally to the advantage of the 
new state and the parent country; the single case 
of a rising republic not built upon the calamitous 
ruins of earlier organizations. 

You ·will readily perceiYe, my friends, that the 
thorough treatment of this subject in all its parts 
would occupy much more time than can be reasona
bly devoted to a public address; and that in attempt
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ing to embrace them all in the remarks I venture to 
offer you, I must ,vholly omit some important topics 
and pass lightly over others. 

It is impossible fully to comprehend the import
ance of the work which was accomplished in the 
colonization of America, without regarding it as a 
part of the great plan of Providence, in disposing 
the time and circumstances of the discovery of our 
continent ;-hidden as it was till the end of the fif
teenth century from the rest of the world. This 
thought was brought so forcibly to my mind a few 
years since by a circumstance personal to myself, that 
I think you will pardon me for alluding to it, though 
in itself of a trifling domestic character. In the 
yea1: 18-H, I occupied with my family the Villa Ca
reggi, near :E'lorence, once, as its name imports ( Casa 
regia), a princely residence, belonging to the Grand 
Duke of Tuscany, but of late years private property, 
and occasionally leased to travellers.* Half forfress, 
half palace, it was built by Cosmo de' Medici in 1444, 
nine years before the capture of Constantinople by 
the Ottomans in 1453. By that appalling event, a 
barbarous race ( which had issued from· the depths of 
Asia some ·centuries before, and had engrafted the 
Mahometan imposture on the primitive stock of Tar
tarian paganism) had stormed the last stronghold of 

* Roscoe's Lorenzo de' Medici, p. 292, This most interesting Yilla re
mained a part of the Grand ducal domain till 1788, when with other estates 
it ;as sold by the Grand Duke Leopold from motives of economy. It has 
lately passed into the possession of Mr. Sloane, an Engli5h gentleman of 
taste and fortune, by whom the grounds and approaches have been greatly 
improved, and the whole establishment restored to something like its origi
nal magnificence. 

3 
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the ancient civilization, the metropolis of the Greek 
empire, and established the religion of the Koran at 
the heart of the old world. The relations of the. 
Turks to the rest of Europe arc so entirely changed, 
that it is now scarcely possible to conceive the terror 
caused by this event. Had nothing occurred to 
renovate and strengthen the civilization of the west, 
it is not easy to imagine ,vhat might have been at 
this day the condition of Christendom. Even as it 
was, the Sultan was for hvo centuries fonrnrd the 
strongest military power in the world ; the scourge 
and the terror of the J\Iecliterrancan, and the master 
of some of the finest provinces of Eastern Europe. 

But germs of revival sprung up from the ruins 
of the old civilization. A host of learned and inge
nious men, Christian scholars, fled from the edge of 
the Turkish scimctar and took refuge in Italy. They 
were received with hospitality there, and especially 
by the merchant princes of Florence. The Platonic 
Academy "~as established in the arcades of the Villa 
Careggi. A great intellectual restoration took place 
in Italy, and spread rapidly to the west of Europe, 
where precisely at the same time the Art of Printing 
( after slowly struggling through succcssiYe stages 
in the cities of the Netherlands and the Rhine) burst 
upon the world in a state approaching perfection and 
not surpassed at the present day. The stores of 
learning and thought accumulated by the mind of 
antiquity were thrown open to the world. The 
modern bar and Senate ,vere not yet created, and 
philosophy stammered in the jargon of the schools; 
but Cicero, and Demosthenes, and Plato, stepped 
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forth from the dusty alcoves of monkish libraries, 
and again spoke to living, acting men. The pulpit 
of the golden-lipped St. Chrysostom ·was hushed, but 
l\Ioses and the prophets, the E-rnngclists and the 
Apostles rose, if I may venture to say so, as from the 
dead. The glorious invention ,vas inaugurated in a 
manner ,rnrthy of itsel£ Two years only after the 
Koran began to be read at Constantinople (just four 
centuries ago this year), the Bible went forth on the 
wings of the press to the four quarters of the world.* 
Mahomet the second had struck clown the last Christ
ian emperor; but Fust, and Schcdfcr, and Gutten
berg, the Strasburg printers, aimed a deadlier blow 
at Mahomet the first, his code of barbarism, and all 
the hosts of political and spiritual darkness through
out the world. The walls of Byzantium, spouting 
torrents of unquenchable flame, had crumbled; but 
the mind of the world rallied to the new combat 
under the living artillery of the press, and came off 
victorious. A conflict more important to humanity, 
was never waged on earth. And from that day to 
this, the civilized ,vorld of Europe and America is 
indebted for that superiority which no second night 
of ignorance can darken, no new incursion of van

* l\Iy much valued friend, Mr. George Livermore of Cambridge, possesses 
a leaf on vellum, from an imperfect copy of the Mazarin Bible, the first 
book ever printed, and whie11, though without date, is known to have been 
completed in 1455, and a copy of the New Testament from the Bible of 1462, 
the first Bible printed with a date. "A metrical exhortation," says :!\Ir. 
Hallam, " in the German language to take arms against tlte Turks, dated in 
1454, has been retrieved in the present century. If this date unequivocally 
refers to the time of printing, which docs not seem a necessary conse
quence, it is the earliest loose sheet that i~ known to be cxtant."-Literature 
of Europe, Part I., Chap. III., Sec. 23. 
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dalism can overthrow, to an enlightened, conscieil,;, 
tious, independent press. 

But Providence had other instrumentalities in 
store ; higher counsels. A broader field of develop
ment was to be opened to renovated humanity. The 
East of Europe and the "\Vest of Asia, by nature and 
position the fairest region of the old world, was re
lapsing into barbarism, but the hour had arrived to 
"redress the balance of empire and call into exist
ence a new world in the ,Vest." At the close of the 
century which witnessed these extraordinary events, 
a Genoese mariner, declined from the meridian of 
life, in pursuit of a vision which he had cherished 
through years of enthusiasm and disappointment, 
seeking a sovereign truth through the paths of sa
gacious but erroneous theory, launched forth, the 
living compass his pilot and the constellated hea
vens his only chart, to find a ·western passage to 
India, and discovered a new world. A Florentine 
navigator, following in his track, completed his dis
coveries, projected them on the map, and ( oh, vanity 

- of human renown), in spite of geography and his
tory, in spite of orators and poets, in spite of the 
indignant reclamations of all succeeding ages, forever 
stamped upon the new found continent the name of 
a man who did not first discover it, almost before the 
ashes were cold of the man who did! 

Thus, then, we have two of the elementary con
. ditions of the political, moral, and religious restora
tion about to be effected in the order of Providence, 
at a moment when an overshadowing cloud of Ma
hometan barbarism had shot rapidly toward the 
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zenith, and seemed about to settle down on the 
Christian world. ,ve have a general excitement in 
the ,vestern mind, produced by the revival of the 
ancient learning, the art of printing, and other 
conspiring causes which I have not time to enume
rate, and we have the boundless spaces of a new 
hemisphere, opened to the commerce, the adventure, 
and the ambition, in a ,vord, to the quickened 
thought and reviving life of the old world. 

But something further is wanting: a third condi
tion is required, which should draw the two already 
existing into efficient cooperation; and that was the 
impulse and the motive, the moral machinery, the 
social inducement, the political necessity, which 
should bring the reviving intelligence of the age 
into fruitful action upon this vast new theatre, for the 
joint benefit of America and Europe, and the solid 
foundation of a higher civilization than the world 
had yet seen. 

In the Villa Careggi, ,vhich I have just named, 
Lorenzo d·e' Medici, the merchant dictator of Flo
rence, died, and his son Giovanni was born; created, 
through the influence of his fond father, an Abbot 
at the age of seven years, a Cardinal at thirteen, and 
raised to the papal throne at the age of thirty-eight, 
as Pope Leo X.• This aspiring, liberal and mu

* The Villa Careggi is still supplied with water from a very deep well in 
the cowt yard, into which, according to a still existing but unfounded 
tradition, the servants of Lorenzo threw his physician for having, as they 
supposed, poisoned their master.-Roscoe follows the writers who represent 
Leo the tenth as born in Florence; but other writers and the local traditions 
make Careggi his birth-place. An extraordinary list of his early prefer
ments is given by Roscoe, Leo X., Vol, I., p, 12, 
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nificent Pontiff, ,vho, regarded as a secular prince, 
was, with all his faults, the most enlightened sove
reign of his age, cradled in all the luxuries of worldly 
power, nursed at the bosom of the arts, raised to the 
throne of the then undivided church in early man
hood, devoted his short but brilliant reign to two 
main objects, viz. :-the expulsion of the Turks 
from Europe, and the completion of the Church of 
St. Peter's at Rome, the most splendid and costly 
structure of human hands, and designed by him to 
be the great Metropolitan Temple of Universal 
Christendom. "\Vho can blame him, with the genius 
and taste of :\lichael Angelo and Raphael at his 
command, for the generous ambition 1 To defray 
the enormous expenditure incurred by these and 
other measures of magnificence and policy, Leo 
resorted to the famous sale of indulgences through
out the Christian world. The mind of \Vestern and 
Northcrn Europe had been warming and kindling 
for a century and a half toward the reformation; the 
sale of indulgences was the torch in the· hands of 
Luther which lighted the flame. 

Some of the German princes put thcmsel ves at 
the head of this great popular revolution, which was 
in reality the movement of the age toward civil and 
religious liberty; but Henry VIII. of England was 
one of its ·earliest opponents. I have held in my 
hand, in the library of the Vatican, the identical 
copy of his book against Luther, sent by Henry to 
Pope Leo the Tenth, which acquired for him and 
all his successors the cheaply earned title of "De
fender of the Faith." -A few years passed by; new 
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light, kindled at no spiritual altar, shone into his 
mind ; Catherine of Arragon was repudiated ; Anne 
13oleyn ·was married, and the supremacy of the Pope 
abjured by Henry VIII. 

This certainly was not the Reformation, but, in 
the hands of that Providence, which sometimes 
shapes base means to worthy ernls, it was a step 
to,vard it. After the decease of the remorseless and 
sensual monarch, the conscience of England took 
up the work which his licentiousness and ambition 
began. The new opinions gained credit and exten
sion rapidly, but ,Yith fearful depenclence on the 
vicissitudes of the State. The service ancl ritual of 
the Church of England, substantially as they exist 
at this day, were establishecl under Edward VI.; but 
his sister Mary, married to Philip II., the man who 
caused his own son to be assassinated for the good 
of his soul,* restored the old faith and kindled the 
fires of Smithfield. 

"\Vith the accession of Elizabeth, the Church of 
England was cautiously restored, and Protestantism 
again became the religion of the State. But the 
trial of prosperity was scarcely less severe than the 
trial of adversity. Among the pious confessors of 
the reformed faith, who had been driven into banish
ment under Mary, bitter dissensions arose on the 
continent. One portion adhered at Frankfort to the 
ritual of the Church of England, as established by 
Edward; another, who had taken refuge at Geneva, 

* This almost incredible fact seems to be supported by the authority of 
Louis XIV., who was great grandson of Philip II. Mad. Sevignc's Letters, 
Vol. V., p. 73, Edition of 1844. 
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preferred the simpler forms of worship, and the 
more republican system of church government, 
adopted by Calvin. On their return to England, 
after the accession of Elizabeth, these differences 
grew to formidable magnitude, and those inclining 
to the simpler forms received the name of "Puri
tans." The Queen leaned to the ceremonial of the 
ancient church; a large number of the clergy and 
laity regarded the ecclesiastical vestments, the use 
of the cross in baptism, and some other parts of 
the ritual, as remnants of Popery. There was no 
disagreement on points of doctrine; but difference 
of opinion and taste on these empty forms, the mere 
husk of religion, led to bitterness of feeling, to the 
formation of hostile sects (the constant scourge of 
Protestantism), to the interference of legislation to 
secure unity of worship, and when this failed, as it 
always has and always will, except under govern
ments purely despotic, to the exercise of the iron 
arm of power to punish non-conformity. For this 
purpose courts of high commission and the_ star
chamber were established, tribunals abhorrent to 
the genius of the common law of England; and 
penalties of fine, imprisonment and death were 
denounced upon all whose consciences forbade them 
to conform to the established ritual. After various 
laws of greater or less severity passed for this end, 
the statute of 1593 was enacted, by which perse
vering non-conformists, guilty of no offence but that 
of failing to attend the Established Church, were 
required to abjure the realm and go ·into perpetual 
banishment ; -if they did not depart within the 
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prescribed time or returned home from exile, the 
penalty ,ms death.* This atrocious statute, in its 
final result, peopled New England. The fundatio 
perficiens,-the real foundations of Plymouth and 
:Massachusetts,-are to be sought not in the patent 
of James or the charter of Charles, w-ith their grant 
of zones of territory from the Atlantic to the Pa
cific, but in the stern text of this act of 1593. 

Its thunders slumbered at the close of the reign 
of Elizabeth, but not long after the accession of 
James the penal laws began to be executed with 
rigor. He had early announced that no toleration 
was to be extended to dissent ; and in his uncouth 
border English had threatened to " harrie" the 
Puritans out of the land. That portion of them 
who had formally separated from the church, and 
were known as Brmvnists, were the first victims. 
They ,vere driven, under circumstances of great 
cruelty, from England, as early as 1608, and after 
suffering for some .. years the harsh discipline of 
-exile in Holland, went forth, the immortal band of 
Pilgrims, to find a new home in the wilderness. 
The more appropriate duties of this occasion permit 
us to pay only a passing tribute of respect to the 
precious memory of Robinson and his little flock, 
canonized as they are in the patriotic calendar of 
A°merica, and honored in a progeny which in every 
State of the Union proudly traces its lineage to 
Plymouth Rock. 

* 35 Elizabeth, c. I. See Hallam's Constitutional History, Vol. I., 
p. 213. 

4 
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The fathers of :Massachusetts belonged to the 
more moderate school of the Puritans. They 
reaarded the ecclesiastical vestments and ceremo

b 

nies with as little favor as the separatists ; but they 
considered the church as established by law a true 
church, and still clung to her communion. But 
the burden lay heavy on their consciences, and at 
length became absolutely intolerable. Shortly after 
the accession of Charles I. they prepared to execute 
the plan which they had for some years been medi
tating, that of transporting themselves to the new 
world; where, as they supposed, they could, without 
a formal separation from the Church of England, 
adopt those simpler forms of worship and church 
government, which their views of divine truth re
quired. 

The waters of Massachusetts Bay, both before 
and after the settlement at Plymouth, had been 
much frequented by English fishing vessels. As 
early as 1619, Thompson's Island, within our limits, 
is lnwwn to have been occupied by an Englishman. 
In the year 1624, as many as fifty vessels were 
employed on this coast,* mostly from the vVest of 
England. Among the leading non-conformists in 
that quarter, none was more active and respected 
than Rev. John \Vhite, of Dorchester. He encour
aged his parishioners and their friends to engage in 
these adventures, and early connected with them 
the idea of a gradual colonization of the coast. 

*Dr.Young's Chronicles of 1\Iassachusctt5, and the authors cited by 
him, page 6. 
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Like Robinson, in reference to Plymouth, John 
,vhite never set foot upon the soil of :Massachu
setts, but he was the most efficient promoter of the 
undertaking which resulted in the settlement, not 
merely of our ancient town, but of the colony. 

In the county of Dorset, which stretches fifty 
miles along the British Channel in the \Vest of 
England, upon an island formed by the divided 
stream of" a noble river in those parts," called the 
Frome, lies the chief town of the county, the ancient 
city of Dorchester. The Britons in all probability 
occupied it, before the time of Julius Crcsar. Dru
idical mounds still surround it. The Romans, who 
called it Dumovaria, fortified it and built near it the 
largest Roman Amphitheatre in England, of which 
the circuit still remains. It was a strong-hold in 
the time of the Saxon Kings ; the Danes stormed 
it; under a rapacious Norman Governor, one hun
dred houses, out of one hundred and eighty contained 
in it, were destroyed.* Every age and every race 
has left land-marks or l'uins within its bounds ; it 
is, by the last English census, a prosperous city 
of six or seven thousand inhabitants; but perhaps 
its most honored memorial in after times will be 
that it gave origin to this its American namesake, 
and impulse to one of the noblest enterprises of 
transatlantic colonization. 

Of this ancient 'Dorchester in England, John 
vVhite was the minister for well nigh forty years, 

* Camden's Britannia, Gough's Edition, Vol. I., p. 60. The Durotriges 
arc placed by Ptolemy in this region; and a British word, Dw,-, or Dour 

(water), is supposed to be the root of their name. 
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being rector of the ancient church of the Trinity. 
Upon the life an<l character of this venerable man, 
"the Patriarch of Dorchester," as he was styled 
by his contemporaries; "the father of die Massa
chusetts Colony," as he has been calle<l in this 
country, you will expect me to dwell for a moment.'* 
He was a Puritan in principle an<l feeling, but not 
deeming the ceremonies of vital importance, he 
adhered to the church. But in periods of great 
excitement, moderation is an offence in the eyes of 
violent men. The cavalry of Prince Rupert sacked 
his house and carried off his library. This drove 
him to London. He was a man of most excellently 
tempered qualities, "grave, yet without moroseness, 
who would ·willingly contribute his shot of facetious
ness on any just occasion." He was an indefatigable 
preacher, and "had an excellent faculty in the clear 
and solid interpretation. of the scriptures." His 
execufrre talent w·as not less remarkable, and he 
administered the secular affairs of his church so as 
greatly to promote the temporal prosperity of the 
city. Of two things not easily controlled he had, 
according to Fuller, absolute command, "his o-wn 
passions and the purses of his parishioners, whom 
he could wind up to what point he pleased on 
important occasions." A generous use of his own 
means was the secret of his command of the means 
of others. "He had a patriarchal influence both in 
Old and New England." I find no proof that this 

• ·wood's Athemc Oxonicnscs: Cullender's Sermon, in the Rhode Island 
llisto1·ical Collections, Vol, IV., 67. 
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influence ever ceased over the hardy young men 
who, by his encouragement, had settled this .Ameri
can Dorchester ; but at home his old age was 
embittered by factions and the "new opinions 
which crept into his flock." A generation arose 
which slighted the crown of his old age; and of 
this he was "sadly and silently sensible ; " sadly, as 
·was natural in a man who had reaped ingratitude 
where he sowed benefits; silently, as became the 
self-respect of a proud, good conscience. Ile was 
one of the most learned and influential of that 
famous assembly of Divines at \Vestminster, whose 
catechisms, after two centuries, remain accredited 
manuals of Christian belief to millions on millions 
in the old world and the new. The biographer of 
the ",vorthies of England," after sketching his 
admirable character of our ever memorable founder, 
expresses the hope, that Solomon's observation of 
the poor wise man who saved the little city, "yet 
no man remembered him," will not be verified of 
" Dorchester in England, in relation to this their 
deceased pastor."* He lies buried, without a stone 
to mark the spot, in the porch of St. Peter's church; 
and if the good old patriarch should be forgotten in 
the Dorchester of Old England, let it be some atone
ment to his memory, that here in N cw England, 
after a lapse of two centuries and a quarter, he is 
still held in pious and grateful remembrance. 

nir. ,Vhite's connection with N cw England pre
ceded by several years the settlement of our ancient 

* Fuller's ·worthies of England, Yol. III., p. 24, El1it. of 18-10. 
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town. He was the chief promoter of the attempt to 
establish a colony at Cape Ann under Conant; ancl 
after its failure there, it was his encouragement and 
aid that caused the transfer of what remained of it 
to Salem, where it became the germ of a permanent 
settlement.* It was Mr. \Vhite w·ho brought the 
adyenturers of the \Vest of England into connection 
"·ith the men of influence in London, in Lincoln
shire, and the other eastern counties, and formed 
,Yith them the eYer memorable company, which 
under a charter from Charles I., engrafted Endecott's 
settlement at Salem upon the languishing enterprise 
of the single-hearted, persevering and ill-rewarded 
Conant; and finally fitted out that noble expedition 
in 1630, under the great and good "'\Vinthrop, which 
put the finishing hand to the work, and consoli
dated the foundation of Massachusetts. In all the 
labors and counsels tending to this end, John 
\Vhite, of Dorchester, appears to have been the 
person of greatest activity and influence; and when 
all was prepared for the expedition, and the 
"Arbella" and her chosen company were ready to 
set sail, the "Humble Request," as it is called, 
addressed to the churches of England, setting forth, 
in language which can scarcely yet be read ,vithout 
tears, the motives and feelings w·hich influenced the 
pious adyenturers, is ascribed to his pen.t 

* The history of the establishment at Cape Ann, illustrated with a Jae 
simile of the recently recm·ered patent under which it was made, is given 
with great learning and ingenuity by John ,vingate Thornton, Esq., in his 
late publication on this subject. 

t The authorship of this paper rests upon the authority of Hubbard, who 
speaks of it as a thing "commonly said." This must be considered good 
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vVith us, fellow citizens of Dorchester, his con
nection is still more intimate. There ·was a large 
body of" ,vest Country," or "Dorchester men," in 
Gov. \Vinthrop's expedition, who were many of 
them of Mr. \Vhite's church, and all w-ere enlisted, 
so to say, under his auspices and encouragement; 
and they were the first in the field. Early in )larch, 
1630, they were ready to depart, and a large vessel 
was chartered at Plymouth, for their separate con
veyance. The faithful pastor, guide at once in 
things divine and human-,vhich in that age of trial 
ran strangely together, as in what age do they not?
went with them to their port of embarkation; met 
with them in the New Hospital at Plymouth, where 
they gathered themselves into a church under the 
ministers of his selection; held with them a solemn 
fast of preparation, and preached to them the last 
sermon they ,vere to hear from his lips: 

--prompt at every call, 
Ile watched and wept, he prayed and felt for: all. 

And so on the 20th l\Iarch, 1630, the Dorchester 
emigrants embarked in the l\Iary and John, Capt. 
Squeb master, a vessel of 400 tons. They had a 
prosperous voyage of seventy days, and arrived at 
Nantasket on the 30th of l\Iay, about ten days in ad
\'ance of the "Arbella," and the vessels which accom
panied her. The Dorchester company contained 

evidence that such was the tradition in his time. Dr.Young thinks it more 
likely that the "Uumble Request" ,vas ,nitten by ,vinthrop or Johnson 
(Chronicles of Mass., p. 299); but as its chief object was to define the 
relation of the athentmcrs to the Established Church, it appears to me more 
likely to have been written by a clergyman. Prince adopts Uubbarcl's tra
dition (Clu-onology, p. 27.5). 
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several persons of consideration and substance, a 
numerous party of emigrants with their wives and 
children, and a frugal store of worldly goods. They 
were attended by their pastors :Messrs. :Maverick and 
"\Varham,-by whom, says Roger Clap, in his nar
rative of the voyage, ",ve had preaching or ex
pounding of the word of God every clay for ten 
weeks together." 

Capt. Squeb was under engagement to convey the 
company to Charles River, but by a latitude of in
terpretation not peculiar to him, and not perhaps 
strange at a time when the localities were so little 
understood, he insisted, greatly to their discontent, 
on landing them and their cattle at N antasket. 
This spot furnished no room nor other facilities for 
the proposed new settlement, besides being already 
occupied by " Old Planters " as they were called 
("old" on the coast of :Massachusetts in 1G30 !) ; 
that is, indivicluals who had separated themselves 
from the other inclepenclent settlements such as those 
of Plymouth, Cape Ann, "\Veymouth, or Salem, or had 
founcl their ·way in the fishing vessels to these coasts. 
From one of these old planters, a boat ,vas borrowecl 
by _the newly arrived company, and a party of ten, 
heaclecl by brave Capt. Southcoat, who had served in 
the low countries, was sent up to explore Charles 
River in search of a place for a settlement. Roger 
Clap was one of this party ;-they went up the river 
as far as ,vatertown, passed a day or two on a spot 
near the present arsenal, and still called" Dorchester 
ficlcls," and helcl friendly communications with the 
Indians of that place, which afterwards became the 
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first field of the apostolic labors of Eliot, who, when 
he was in the flesh, sat in the chair in which you, 
Sir (Gov. Gardner), now sit. The main body mean
time had explored the coast nearer N antasket, and 
having found " a neck of land fit to keep their cattle 
on," called J\fattapan, had established themselves 
there.~ This, after some hesitation, was adopted as 
the permanent seat of the settlement. 

This "neck of land" was the present South Bos
ton, which within my recollection was still called 
Dorchester neck. The curving bay, which sweeps 
round between the neck and Savin hill, still bears 
on our maps the name of '1 Old Harbor," and the 
rising grounds to the South were the site of the 
first habitations. The first humble meeting-house 
with its thatched roof,-which caught a year or two 
afterwards as J\Ir. J\Iaverick the minister was "dry
ing a little powder (which took fire by the heat of 
the firepan "),-it being one of the first cares of the 
puritan fathers to keep their powder dry,-stood 
probably at the northern end of the plain, now 
called Pleasant street; and close by its side,-some
what to the north-east of the present ancient ceme
tery,-was the first place of burial, of which no 
traces now remain. It was at first supposed that 
Dorchester might become the emporium of the new 
colony. Capt. Smith, in his rude map of the coast, 
had placed the name of " London " on the spot 
afterwards and still called Squantum, and a fort was 

• The facts relative to the organization of the Dorchester Church at Ply
mouth, the voyage, and the settlement at Mattapan, are recorded in Roger 
Clap's Memoir. 

5 
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built on Savin hill, and a battery on the shore, for the 
protection of the future metropolis. It soon ap
peared, however, that the water was not of sufficient 
depth for this purpose, and Boston was ascertained 
to be the spot marked out by nature as the future 
capital of New England. On the 17th of September, 
1630, at a meeting of the Court of Assistants at 
Charlestown, which had already received that name, 
it was "ordered that Trimountaine shall be called 
Boston; l\Iattapan Dorchester; and the to,vne vpon 
Charles Ryver "\Vaterton." * 

Such, fellow citizens, in the plainest language in 
which I can relate it, is the simple tale of the foun
dation of Dorchester, which preceded by a short time 
the settlements made by the main body of Gov. 
,vinthrop's party at the other towns just named. 
The hardships of the entire emigration were for the 
first season severe. They were disappointed in the 
expectation of deriving supplies from the settlers at 
Salem; there was dearth there. The stock of pro
,isions brought from England was inadequate for the 
support of so large a company, and it was too late in 
the year to plant; the diseases sure to be engendered 
by want and anxiety prevailed; the native tribes in 
the neighborhood were an object of exaggerated 
though natural terror; alarms of invasion from the 
French and Dutch penetrated to these remote cor
ners of the earth ; and the hearts of some failed them 

* Massachusetts Records, Vol. I., p. 7 5. I quote, of course, the recently 
published edition of the Records, superintended and prepared with extreme 
accuracy by Dr.-Nath'l B. Shurtleff, and printed in a style of unsurpassed 
beauty at the expense of the Commonwealth. 
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at the thoughts of their distant home, as want stared 
them in the face. " In our berrinnin rrs " saj'S Rorrer 

b b ' b 

Clap, " many ·were in great straights for ,vant of pro
visions for themselves and little ones. Oh ! the 
hunger that many suffered and saw no hope in an 
eye of reason to be supplied, only by clams, mus
cles, and fish." 

"\Vith all our contemporary accounts and traditions, 
I imagine we form very inadequate conceptions of 
the hardships endured by the first settlers of this 
country. Modern art, with its various astonishing 
applications, tntverses the ocean on its chariot wheels 
of fire; and transports the traveller in ten or twelve 
days from Europe to America. Even the sailing 
vessels accomplish the voyage in three or four weeks. 
The passages in the seventeenth century were more 
frequently of two or three months' duration. The 
Mary and John, without having met with any disas
ter, was out seventy clays. Modern enterprise en
counters the expected navigators at sea; sends out 
her pilot-boat, bounding like a sea-bird on the 
waves, a hundred miles from port (who that has 
witnessed the sight homeward bound will ever forget 
it) ; unrols her charts, where every shoal and rock is 
projected, and the soundings laid down so carefully, 
that you may find your way in the dark, studs the 
coast with light-houses, and receives the weather
beaten ship at convenient landing places. The first 
settlers were obliged to feel their ,vay into unknown 
harbors, ignorant of the depths and shallows, the 
rocks and the currents, often finding the greatest 
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discomforts and dangers of the voyage awaiting them 
at its close.* 

Nor were the difficulties less after landing. The 
"state of nature" in which they found the country, 
"bare creation " as it is expressively called by an 
early writer (Dummer), the goal of their wishes and 
prayers, was a far different thing from that which 
presents itself to the mind, when those words arc 
used by us. Few, I fear, even in this intelligent 
audience, have formed an adequate notion of the 
hard rough nature that confronted our fathers, two 
centuries and a quarter ago, on these now delightful 
spots. The " nature" which we think of consists of 
dreamy lawns, dotted here and there with picturesque 
cottages, hung with festoons of prairie-rose and 
honey-suckle ;-of shady walks, winding through 
groves carefully cleared of the thorns and brambles, 
that weave its· matted underbrush into an impene
trable thicket ;-of grand sea-views from the cool 
porticoes of marine villas ;-of glimpses of babbling 
streams as they sparkle through meadows, vocal ,vith 
lowing herds and bleating flocks. This we call na
ture, and so it is; but it is nature brought into 
loving union with the skilful hand and tasteful eye 
of man, the great " minister and interpreter of 
nature." Great heavens! how different the nature 
which frowned upon the fathers and mothers of New 
England ;-harsh, austere, wearisome, often terrific. 

* This is well illustrated in the voyage of the Rev. Richard Mather, the 
first pastor of Dorchester after the re-organization of the church in 1636.
CollectionH of Dorchester Antiquarian and Historical Society, No. III. 
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On the sea-board, broad marshes cut up with deep 
oozy creeks, and unfordable tide-water rivers,-no 
dykes, no bridges, no roads, no works of friendly 
communication of any kind ;-in short, no traces of 
humanity in the kindly structures for travel, shelter, 
neighborhood, or defence, which raise the homes of 
man above the lairs of wild beasts. In fact, the abo
riginal tribes, in this respect, hardly ,vent as far as 
the beavers, who in their small way were very tole
rable engineers for wet meadows. 

Such was the coast; as you retreated from it, you 
entered the terrific wilderness, which stretched from 
ocean to ocean, the abode of the savage and the wild 
beast,-gloomy-awful ! ~o civilized foot had pene
trated its depths,-no surveyor's chain had measured 
its boundaries,-no Christian eye had searched its 
dismal shades. In the ignorance that prevailed as 
to the real character of the new and unexplored 
country, imagination naturally added fictitious to 
real terrors. UI!-earthly cries were sometimes heard 
in the crackling woods; glimpses were caught, at 
dusk, of animals, for which naturnl history had no 
names ; and strange foot-marks which men did not 
like to speak of, were occasionally seen in the snow. 
Even amidst the multiplying settlements, the hill
sides were alive with rattle-snakes, a reptile unknown 
and much dreaded in Europe; and the ravening 
bear and wolf were heard by night around the 
farm-yard. Humanity lost the kindly links of intel
ligible language ; and was seen only under the 
aspect of a strange race, whose numbers and strength 
were unknown, and whose disposition toward the 
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new comers remained to be learned from expe
nence. 

But these hardships and terrors yielded to the 
courage and perseverance of our fathers, and the all
subduing power of time. Dorchester, with the usual 
vicissitudes of a new country, prospered. As it was 
by a slight priority the first town settled by Governor 
\Vinthrop's party, it retained for a short time a 
certain precedence. In 1633, a tax of four hundred 
pounds was laid, of ,vhich Dorchester paid eighty 
pounds,-Doston, Roxbury, Newtown ( afterwards 
Cambridge), \Vatertown, and Charlestown, paid £48 
each, Saugus £36, Salem £28, and :Medford £12; 
and these were the whole of )Iassachusetts, two cen
turies and a quarter ago! In the year 1633, \Vood 
calls our ancient town " the greatest town in New 
England." The description of Josselyn is still more 
glmving. Its geographical extent, till reduced by 
the separation from it of several large new towns, 
was great. It comprised the modern towns of 
Milton, Stoughton, Sharon, Canton, and Foxbor
ough, ·with a part of \Vrentham and Dedham, being 
of the length of thirty-five miles, and the average 
breadth of five. Nor was it merely in time or 
wealth that it took for a short time the lead. It set 
the example, in 1633, of that municipal organization 
which has prevailed throughout New England, and 
has proved one of the chief sources of its progress. 
It has been supposed that the first stated provision 
for a public school was made here :-but the loss of 
the earliest leaves of our town records leaves us 
without the documentary proof of this fact, if it be 
one. 
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One ,vould suppose that the extensive terri 
tory I have just described, would have afforded 
ample accommodation for some tvrn or three hun
dred inhabitants. They had, hmvevcr, scarcely 
established themselves in their new home, before 
they began to be straightened for want of room. 
It seems to have been thought extremely desirable, 
in the first settlement of the country, to be· seated 
either on the sea coast or the banks of a river. 
The inhabitants of the Bay had been early made 
acquainted by those at Plymouth with Connecticut 
River, although the court declined an application 
from that quarter, to join them in anticipating the 
Dutch in their attempts to get possession of it. 
Three or four individuals, however, from Dorchester, 
had as early as 1633 crossed the intervening ,vilder
ness, and explored this magnificent stream. 

Influenced by their reports of the noble range of 
pasturage to be found on its banks, aided, it must 
be confessed, by discontents in the Bay, an emigra
tion was contemplated in 1634 by the inhabitants 
of Dorchester and Kmvtown. Mr. Ludlow, of 
Dorchester, it was said, thought that some other 
persons, himself included, would fill the chair of 
State as well as Governor ,vinthrop ; and the star 
of Mr. Hooker in the church at Newtown, it. was 
thought, was not wanted so near the light of John 
Cotton. The emigration was warmly debated in the 
Court. Fifteen out of twenty-five of the infant 
house of deputies, first elected that year, were for 
the removal; a majority of the magistrates placed 
their veto on the measure, and great heats ensued. 
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It was opposed on various grounds, but the " pro
catarctical" reason (as Hubbard somewhat learn
edly expresses it) was, that so many of its inhabi
tants could not safely be spared from the Bay.* 
The next year the Rev. Messrs. Richard Mather, and . 
Thomas Shepherd, with numerous associates, arrived 
in the colony. Mr. :Mather's company being pre
pared to fill the places of those desiring to leave 
Dorchester, an~ Mr. Shepherd's to succeed to their 
brethren at Newtown (Cambridge), the Court gave 
way and permitted the undertaking. A portion of 
the emigrants went in the autumn of 1635, the 
residue in the following spring. Great were the 
hardships and severe the sufferings endured in this 
early American exodus through the wilderness, first 
faint image of that living tide of emigration which 
in all subsequent time has flowed westward from the 
Atlantic coast, till in our day it has reached the 
boundless west; and is even now swelling over the 
Rocky Mountains, and spreading itself on the shores 
of the Pacific. Still may it swell and still may it 
flow; bearing upon its bosom the laws and the 
institutions, the letters and the arts, the freedom 
and the faith, which have given New England her 
name and praise in the world! t The adventurers 
from Dorchester,-men, women and children,-were 
fourteen days in making the journey now daily 
accomplished in three hours, and reached the river 

* "Winthrop's Journal for 4th September, 1634. 

t This emigration is beautifully described in the Life of John :Mason, by 
Rev. George E. Ellis; Sparks's Library of American Biography, Vol. XIII., 
p. 331. 
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weak with toil and hunger, and all but disheartened. 
Both the Dorchester ministers, though it is said 
reluctantly, agreed to join their emigrating church. 
:Mr. Maverick the senior <lied in Boston before 
starting; 1\Ir. ,varham conducted his flock to East 
,vindsor, where they formed the first church in 
Connecticut, as they had been in Massachusetts 
second to Salem alone. Thus from our native town 
of Dorchester, and from Cambridge, not yet bearing 
that honored name, within frrn years from their first 
settlement, ,vent forth the founders of Connecticut. 

Nor ,vas it for their own establishment alone that 
the early fathers of Dorchester were careful; they 
remembered the native children of the soil with 
kindness. "\Vhen, a few years after the emigration 
to the Connecticut, the increase of the new comers 
about the falls of Neponset had begun to press hard 
upon the natives gathered about that spot, on the 
application of John Eliot a grant of six thousand 
acres of land, being the greater part of the modern 
to,vn of Stoughton, was made by Dorchester for 
their accommodation; a grant, as one of our town 
clerks well says, without example in the history of 
the State.* In this pleasant retreat were collected 
the remnants of the friendly tribe, who gave us this 
venerable name of :MASSACHUSETTS, and who ruled 
the shores of the noble BAY, which, in years past, 
added another epithet to this time-honored designa
tion. The fair domain of this, our name-sake tribe, 

* NoahClap'sletter, 4 Jan.; 1792. Mass.Hist. Coll., First Series, Vol.I., 
p. 98. 

6 
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extended from the broad smooth floor of N antasket, 
where the whispering ripple, as it runs up the 
beach, scarcely effaces the foot prints of the smart 
little sand-piper, all round to the cold gray ledges 
of Nahant, on which the mountain waves of the 
Atlantic, broken and tired with their tempestuous 
weltering march through seventy degrees of longi
tude, conflicting with all the winds of Heaven, sink 
down upon their adamantine bed, like weary Titans 
after battling with the gods, and lulled by the 
moaning dirges of their voiceful caves, roll and rock 
themselves heavily to sleep. Some "old men of 
Massachusetts" affirmed that in the interior they 
extended as far west as Pocomtacook. They hunted 
small game in the blue-hills, and on their snow
shoes they followed the deer to "\Vachusett. They 
passed in their bark canoes through Mother Brook 
into Charles River; the falls of N onantum and the 
head waters of the l\Iystic were favorite resorts; 
they ranged even to the Nashua. Their war parties 
met the Tarratines on the Shawshine and the Mer
rimac ;-but they loved especially the fair headland 
of Squantum ; the centre of their power was Ne
ponset falls. 

From the origin of the colony they were the 
friends of the white man, and in the first mention of 
Mattapan as the place of the future settlement, it is 
stated, that " there also the Indians were kind to 
us." Thinned by a pestilential disease before the 
arrival of the English, overshadowed by the num
bers, the physical power, and the intellectual superi
ority of the new comer, reading in the events of 
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every day the terrible but inevitable doom, "he 
must increase, but I must decrease," they adopted 
the white man's faith, and by a miracle of Christian 
pains and charity read the white man's BooK in 
their native tongue. But not even that mighty 
element of life, to which the civilized nations of the 
earth owe so much of their vitality, availed to pro
long the red man's existence. Twelve families only 
of praying Indians, as they were called, the remains 
of those who removed from Neponset, were found 
by Gookin at Punkapoag in 1674.* John Eliot, 
jun., the son of the apostle,-and truly I know not 
who, since Peter and Paul, better deserves that 
name,-labored with them on:ce a fortnight. But 
they dwindled with each generation; till in my 
boyhood I remember hearing of one poor solitary 
Indian, who, it was said, occupied a lonely wigwam 
on Stoughton Pond, and who used to come down, 
once or twice a year, to the sea-side; hovered a day 
or two about Squantum; caught a few fish at the 
lo,ver mills; strolled off into the woods, and with 
plaintive wailings cut away the bushes from an 
ancient mound, which, as he thought, covered the 
ashes of his fathers; and then went back a silent, 
broken, melancholy man,-the last of a perished 
tribe. 

The agency of Dorchester in the settlement of 
Connecticut is not the only incident of the kind in 
our annals. Two generations later, viz., in 1695, 
application was made to our minister, l\fr. Danforth, 

* Mass. Hist. Collections, First Series, Vol. I., p. 18!. 
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both personally and by letter, from South Carolina, 
setting forth the spiritual destitution of that region, 
and asking aid from us. A missionary church ,vas 
forthwith organized, in compliance with this request 
from the remote sister plantation. A pastor, }.fr. 
Joseph Lord, was ordained over it ;-it sailed from 
Dorchester in the middle of December, and arrived 
at its destination in fourteen days. The little com
munity established itself on Ashley river, in South 
Carolina, and fondly assumed the name of Dor
chester. Herc, for more than half a century, the 
transplanted church and settlement enjoyed a modest 
prosperity. But the situation proving unhealthy, 
and the quantity of land limited, a removal to 
Georgia was projected in 1752. The legislature of 
that colony made a liberal grant of land, where the 
emigrants from Dorchester founded the town of 
}.1idway, as being half-way between the rivers 
Ogeechee and Altamaha. This settlement consti
tuted a considerable part of the parish of St. John's, 
afterwards honorably known as Liberty County in 
Georgia. Its inhabitants, in the third generation, 
retained the character and manners, the feelings and 
principles, which their ancestors brought from our 
Dorchester eighty years before .. On the assembling 
of the Continental Congress at Philadelphia in 
1774, Georgia as a colony not having chosen dele
gates, the parish of St. John's addressed themselves 
directly to that body, and received from them a 
copy of the "General Association." The Conven
tion _of Georgia declining to join it without modifi
cation, the Parish of St. John's subscribed it on their 
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o,vn account, and sent one of their number, Dr. 
Lyman Hall, a native of Connecticut, a member of 
the little Dorchester-Midway church, to represent 
that Parish in the Congress at Philadelphia. "At 
this period," says Dr. Stevens, the intelligent histo
rian of Georgia, "the parish of St. John's possessed 
nearly one third of the entire wealth of the 
province; and its inhabitants were remarkable for 
their upright and independent character. Sympa
thizing, from their N cw England origin, more 
strongly with the northern distresses than the other 
parts of Georgia, and being removed from the imme
diate supervision of the Governor and his Council, 
they pressed on ,vith greater ardor and a firmer step 
than her sister parishes. The time for action had 
arrived, and the irresolution of fear had no place in 
their decisive councils. Alone she stood, a Pharos 
of liberty in England's most loyal province, re
nouncing every fellowship that savored not of 
freedom, and refusing every luxury which contribu
ted to ministerial coffers. \Vith a halter around 
her neck and a gallows before her eyes, she severed 
herself from surrounding associations, and cast her 
lot, while as yet all was gloom and darkness, with 
the fortunes of her country, to live ,vith he·r rights 
or to die for their defence. Proud spot of Georgia's 
soil ! vVell does it deserve the appellation (Liberty 
County) which a grateful State conferred upon it; 
and truly may we say of its sons, in the remem
brance of their patriotic services, " nothing was 
wanting to thci1: glory, they were wanting to ours."* 

* Georgia Historical Collections, Vol. II., p. 2-!. 
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Dr. Hall appeared at Philadelphia on the third 
day of the session of 1775 (13th :May), and was ad
mitted as a delegate. On that day Congress was 
composed of the representatives of the twelve United 
Colonies, and Dr. Lyman Hall, the deputy from the 
Parish of St. John's. The patriotic example was 
soon followed by the colony, and four delegates, of 
whom Dr. Hall was one, were in the course of a few 
weeks deputed to Philadelphia. In this ,vay, and 
by the strange sequence of events which pervades 
our history, the pious zeal of a few humble Christ
ians of our ancient town, in 1695, was the remote 
cause that the great empire State of the South, then 
in its infancy, was represented at the opening of the 
Congress of 1775. A deputation from this distant 
offshoot of the old Dorchester stock has been ex
pected to favor us with their attendance on this 
occasion. If they are present, ,ve bid them cordially 
welcome.* 

It cannot be expected that the annals of a small 
municipality like Dorchester should furnish many 
events of striking public interest. It is enough to 
say of our fathers that they bore their part faithfully 
in the silent work of progress, which was carried on 
under ~oth charters. Among them were many indi
viduals of great worth, and some who have played a 
distinguished part in public affairs. 

Of Maverick and "'\Varham, the first ministers, not 

* This interesting and important incident in the History of Dorchester is 
fully narrated by the Rev. Dr. llolmes, who in early life was the pastor of the 
Midway church. See Annal,s, under the years 1696, and 1775. Also 
Journals of the Continental Congress for 13th May, 1775, 
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much is lmo"'ll· ,varham had been the clergyman 
of Exeter in England, and they were both selected 
by l\1r. "\Vhite as the spiritual guides (and that 
imported little less than a moral dictatorship) of 
the infant colony. His name is still perpetuated in 
Connecticut. 

"\Vhen their services were lost to the church of 
Dorchester, by the decease of Mr. Maverick in 1636 
and the emigration of Mr. ,varham to Connecticut, 
their place was more than · filled by 1\1r. Richard 
1\1ather, the leader of the second emigration, a person 
of great authority in the infant churches of the 
colony, the father of Increase 1\1ather, the grand
father of Cotton 1\1ather, and as such the head of a 
family which for nearly a century filled no second 
place in the church of New England. 

Mr. Rossiter was one of the assistants chosen in 
London in 1629, but died in a short time after his 
arrival. 

1\1r. Ludlow, also one of the first emigration, was 
of the magistracy in 1630 ; deputy in 1634, and an 
unsuccessful candidate for the governorship the next 
year. He was unwise enough to let this ,vant of 
success disturb his equanimity, and protested against 
the election of \Vinthrop. The constituency were 
offended at this, and refused to continue him in the 
second office. In the gentle phrase of Dr. Eliot, they 
"gave him an opportunity to enjoy private life." 
Disgusted with the turn things were taking in the 
Bay, he joined the emigration to Connecticut, and 
took a distinguished part in the affairs of that colony. 
He finally removed to Virginia. 
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I have already spoken of Roger Clap, whose diary 
relates the voyage and settlement of the first com
pany of Dorchester emigrants, and is an interesting 
original contribution to our early history. Incluccd 
by his example and advice, several of his kindred 
followed him to America, among whose descen
dants are those of that name, who in every generation 
have creditably served their native town, as well as 
some of the most eminent sons of K cw England in 
other parts of the country. Of this stock ,vas the 
learned President Clap of Yale College, and the 
venerable Nathanael Clap of Newport, of whom 
Bishop Berkeley said, "before I saw Father Clap, I 
thought the Bishop of Rome (Pope Clement XI.) 
had the most grave aspect of any man I ever saw, 
but really the minister of Newport has the most 
venerable appearance. The resemblance is very 
great." I may be permitted to allude to my o,vn 
grateful associations with this name, as that of the 
patient and faithful instructress of the same lineage, 
who taught me to read before I could speak plain. 
Considerately mingling the teacher and nurse, she 
kept a pillow and a bit of carpet in the corner of the 
school-room, where the little heads, throbbing from 
a premature struggle with the tall double letters and 
ampersand, with Korah's troop and Vashti's pride, 
were permitted, nay encouraged, to go to sleep. 
Roger Clap was a military man; and in time suc
ceeded, with the title of Captain, to the command of 
our stout little colonial Sebastopol,-originaliy the 
Castle, then Castle "'\Villiam, and now Fort Indepen
dence :-a fortress coeval with the colony; whose 
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walls first of mud, then of wood, then of brick, and 
now lastly of granite, not inappropriately symbolize 
the successive stages of our political growth. ,Vhen 
the great Dutch Admiral de Ruyter, the year after 
that famous Annus lJfirabilis immortalized by Dry
den, having swept the coast of Africa had been 
ordered to the ,vest Indies, intending, says Capt. 
Clap, not a whit daunted at the thought, " to visit 
us," the Captain adds, with honest satisfaction, " Our 
battery was also repaired, wherein are seven good 
guns," probably six pounders at least. De Ruyter, 
however, did not think it expedient to come within 
two thousand miles of their range. 

John :Mason was a_chieftain of still greater eminence. 
Ile had served under Fairfax in the low countries. 
He commanded the Dorchester train band in 1633, 
but led the emigration three years afterwards to 
Connecticut. ,vhen the great Pequot war broke 
·out, he commanded the river troops; and at the 
famous battle of the l\fystic, in l\fay 1637, he all 
but annihilated that hostile tribe. He was among 
the most active, useful, and honored of the Dorchester 
company, and of the founders of Connecticut; whose 
fate depended for the time on the success of the 
battle of the l\f ystic. The late Jeremiah l\fason, 
one of the most distinguished of the statesmen and 
jurists of our own time, \rns ~mong his descendants. 

,villiam Pynchon early removed from Dorchester 
to Roxbury, and thence to Springfi.eld,-the most 
prominent of the fom1ders of ,vestern Massachusetts. 

Israel Stoughton was probably one of the first 
emigration ; his name appears on one of the earliest 

7 
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pages of our Dorchester annals. He was a member 
of the first general court of deputies; a citizen of 
energy and public spirit. Unlike modern legislators, 
who, "wi.thout distinction of party," arc accused of 
looking out for the loaves and fishes for themselves, 
worthy Col. Stoughton provided them for others. 
He built the first tide-mill for grinding corn, and 
established the first wier for taking fish in the 
colony. He, too, was a military man, and commanded 
the contingent from :Massachusetts in the Pequot 
war. .After filling important trusts in X cw England, 
he returned home and served as a colonel in the 
parliamentary army. Ily his will he bequeathed 
three hundred acres of land to Harvard College. 

His son ,villiam fills a still more distinguished 
place in the history of Dorchester and )Iassachu
setts. He was educated for the pulpit, and often 
urged to settle over the church of his native town 
and elsewhere. He preached the annual election 
sermon in 1668, from which one striking expression 
is still remembered: "God sifted a whole nation 
that he might send choice grain over into this 
wilderness." He ,vas an agent for the colony at the 
court of Charles II., and was afterwards named 
Deputy Governor in the new charter, subsequently 
acting as chief magistrate on the departure of Phipps 
and Ilellamont. Ile built a college at Cambridge, 
which bore his name ;-a memorial of his liberality 
which has been perpetuated by a college edifice, of 
more recent construction, but bearing the same 
name. His monument, the most costly in our ancient 
burial ground, the work probably of a foreign artist, 
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is conspicuous for a highly rhetorical inscription, of 
which the material portion is borrowed from that 
of Pascal. 

"'\Villiam Poole was of the first company of emi
grants, for several years town clerk and school-mas
ter. 'He lived a considerable time at Taunton, 
where the benefactions of his sister procured for her 
the honorable title of the " Virgin Mother" of that 
town. "'\Villiam Poole is spoken of in our records as 
a " sage, reverernl, and pious man of God." His 
epitaph, written by himself before his death, is still 
legible upon. his grave stone, and is one of the best 
expressed of our mortuary inscriptions: 

"Ho pafsenger tis worth thy paines to fl:ay 
& take a dead mans lefson by ye way 
I was what now thou art & thou {halt be 
what I am now what odds twixt me & thee 
Now go thy way but fl:ay take one word more 
Thy fl:aff, for ought thou knowest, stands next ye dore 
Death is ye dore ye dore of heaven or hell 
Be warned, Be armed Bcliue Repent Fariewell." 

Edmund Hartt is just mentioned in the list of the 
first company. I suppose him to be the ancestor of 
Edmund Hartt who built the frigate " Constitution." 
It has been denied that he drew the plan of that 
noble ship; doubted even if he superintended the 
work; but he was at least the "master" who "laid 
the keel;" and the master who laid the keel of 
" Old Ironsides," even if he worked with no higher 
instruments than mallet and chisel, was surely a 
·workman that needeth not to be ashamed of his 
work, nor Dorchester of the ,vorkman. 
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Robert Pierce was of the first emigration, and was 
the ancestor of· the late venerable and beloved Dr. 
Pierce of Brookline. He built the house in which 
one of his descendants, :Mr. Lewis Pierce, lives at 
the present day, in ,vhose possession is still pre
served a portion of the bread brought from England 
by his ancestor; a "remainder biscuit" certainly, 
and by this time a pretty dry one.* 

Humphrey Atherton was of the second emigration, 
a man of mark and influence in the colony. He 
filled some of the most important offices of civil life, 
and attained the highest military rank. He was 
" slow of speech;" but "downright for the business, 
one of cheerful spirit and entire for the country." 
After having been employed on almost every occasion 
of importance, in peace or war, for thirty years, he 
was thrown from his horse as he was riding from 
Boston, and killed. His death (in 1661) was re
garded as a public calamity. The sensation caused 
by it has been handed down to posterity in the 
monumental record, still legible upon his tomb-stone, 
and still constantly quoted, in which, at some expense 
of grammar and rhythm, the high qualities of his 
character and the pomp of his obsequies arc set 
forth with a certain solemn quaintness not unpleas
ing to a native Dorchester ear: 

" Here lies ovr Captaine, & Major of Svffolk was withall; 


A Godly Majistrate was he, and Maior Generali, 


•:Mr.Everett here exhibited in a glass case two sea-biscuits which were 
brought over by Mr. Robert Pierce, and have been carefully preserved in his 
family to the present day. 
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Two Trovps of Hors with him heare came, fvch worth his love 
did crave; 

Ten Companyes of Foot also movrning marcht to his grave. 
Let all that Read be fore to keep the Faith as he has don 
With Chrift he lives now Crown'd his name was Hvmpry Atherton." 

But time vrnuld fail me to mention even by name 
all the persons entitled to a respectful recollection 
in our history. It is enough to say that they com
prehend a fair proportion of the eminent men of 
the colony, and that a large number of those most 
distinguished in N cw England, or the States scttl9d 
from New England, trace their origin directly or 
collaterally to this spot. In proof of this assertion, 
besides the names already given, I might repeat 
those of Roger Sherman, Strong, Dewey, ,Volcott, 
Hawthorne, Putnam, Phillips, Breck, Minot, Moseley, 
\Vithington, Robinson, and many others. So, too, it 
would be easy to show, from the contents of our 
ancient recoi·ds, if the limits of the occasion permit
ted it, that the character of Dorchester, as a town, 
was at all times sustained upon the solid basis on 
which the fathers had placed it. ,Vhen we bear in 
mind the great po,ver and influence of the church in 
the early <lays, as a species of moral and spiritual 
government, outside and above the municipal organi
zation, and exercising a paramount control far 
beyond the strict bounds of ecclesiastical affairs, ,ve 
shall be prepared to admit, that the steadiness of 
our progress and the general prosperity which the 
town has enjoyed, are owing, in no small degree, to 
the diligent labors, faithful services, and excellent 
characters of its clergy, an unbroken line of pious, 
learned, and devoted men. The whole period, from 
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the emigration to Connecticut in 1G36 to the 
resignation of Mr. Ilo,vman in 1773, is covered by 
the liws of :Mather, Flint, Danforth, and Bowman, 
who with l\Iessrs. Burr and \Vilson, both colleagues 
of Mather, make up the list. It would not become 
me to speak of :Mr. Bowman's successor, a near 
relative of my own; while the memory of Dr. Har
ris, the last pastor of the first, and of Dr. Codman, 
the first pastor of the second Dorchester church, is 
too recent to require a tribute. It would not per
haps be easy to find a town, which has been more 
highly favored in a succession of ministers modelled 
upon the true type of a New England Pastor, in 
whom a well-digested store of human and divine 
learning, directed by a sound practical judgment, 
was united with an all-controlling sense of the worth 
of spiritual things; while the austerity of manners 
required by the taste of the age was sustained by 
spotless purity of life, and habitually softened by 
offices of charity and words of love. N otwithstand
ing the dissensions with which the churches of New 
England, in the course of tw·o centuries, were too 
often agitated, and the consequent frequent dis
turbanc~ of the friendly relations ·of Minister and 
People, I do not know that there is one of the 
Ministers of Dorchester who may. not be considered 
as having adorned his office, and as having exercised 
a kindly and healing influence on the church and 
the community. 

\Vith respect to the great reproach of our puritan 
fathers, that of intolerance, too well founded as we 
must all admit and lament, I cannot find that our 
ancient town was above or below the standard of 
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the age. It was an age which sincerely believed 
itself in <lirect alliance with the Supreme Being. 
The Colonial government for two generations ha<l 
all the essential features of a theocracy. Every 
event, from the sickness or <leath of the minister of 
a village church, to that of a foreign potentate, a 
winter's storm or a summer's <lrought, canker worms 
in the spring and frosts in the autumn, a heresy 
invading the church, a quo warranto threatening the 
charter, an Indian or a European war, was the occa
sion of a fast, and "improved" in a spiritual appli
cation. '\Ve use the same language as our fore
fathers in this respect. The difference between us 
and them, I fear, is, that they believed what they 
said, with a more profound conviction. But while 
their lofty faith gave a high tone to their characters, 
its influence was not in all respects favorable to the 
happiness of their lives, the wisdom of their coun
sels, or the charity of their opinions. Our poor 
natures are not strong enough to bear a direct 
personal union with the Infinite. "\Ve are too prone 
to do wrong, to be trusted with the consciousness of 
infallibility; too ignorant, to be safely animated 
with the conviction that we have grasped the whole 
truth. The annals of Dorchester, however, present 
a few noble examples of charity and toleration 
beyond the age. "\Vhen the statute against the 
Quakers was enacted in 1658, a statute which 
reproduced the worst features of the cruel law 
against non-conformists of 1593, Thomas Clark, 
with one other deputy, voted against it. He was a 
Dorchester man, though removed to Boston, which 
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he represented at that time ;-and Nicholas Upsall, 
also of Dorchester, was fine<l, imprisoned, and 
eventually banished, for deeds of mercy toward that 
persecuted sect. 

In all the important political events of the times, 
the town of Dorchester bore its part, often a con
spicuous one. A very striking illustration of this 
fact may be seen in the Memorial addressed to the 
Colonial legislature in 1664, and signed by the 
principal inhabitants of the town.* The New 
England Colonies, though by no means what can be 
called a military people, had been led by circum
stances to a large experience of the hardships and 
perils of war. This grew at first out of the necessity 
of protecting themselves against the native tribes; 
which they were obliged to do, entirely without aid 
from the mother country. I do not recollect that, 
under the first charter, a dollar or a man was sent 
from England to the Colonies, to aid in their defence 
against the Indians, the French, or the Dutch. 
Under the new charter, and ·with the increase of 
population both in the French and British Colonies, 
American interests acquired a greatly increased 
importance ; and the Colonies, as a matter of course, 
were involved in all the ,vars of Europe. A con
siderable military and naval force was always kept 
up, and the royal navies and armies were recruited 
for foreign service in New England. In this way, 
the flower of our youth, for three successive genera

* This interesting paper was published in the New England Genealogical 
Register, Vol. V., p. 393; with valuable notices of the signers. 
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tions, were engaged in a series of sanguinary but 
now almost forgotten conflicts on the inland fron
tier, the banks of the St. Lawrence, in Cape Breton, 
in Martinico and Cuba, and on the Spanish Main. 
Besides what was done still earlier, the New 
England Colonies raised two thousand men in 1690 
for that fatal expedition against Canada, of ,vhom 
one thousand perished, "not vagrants," says Dum
mer, "picked up in the streets and pressed into the 
war, but heads of families, artificers, robust young 
men, such as no country can spare, and least of all, 
new settlements."* Expeditions of this kind, some
times prosperous, more frequently attended with the 
most distressing sacrifices, not merely of property 
but of life, recur too frequently even to be enume
rated here. I mention only those which arc alluded 
to in our histories. In 17 40, five companies of one 
hundred men each, as the excellent Mr. James 
Blake, for so many years the faithful town clerk of 
Dorchester, relates, "went from this province to war 
with Spain. They went to Jamaica to Admiral 
Vernon, and so to Carthagena and Cuba." J\lr. 
Blake adds, " we hear many or most of them are 
dead." Let us hope that the town clerk of Dorches
ter will never again have to make precisely that 
record. Three thousand men were raised in N cw 
England for the memorable expedition against Lou
isburg in 17 45. "Most that went from hereabouts," 
says }'ather Blake, "that I knew, either died there, 
or m their passage home, or soon after they came 

* Defence of the New England Charters, p. 17. 
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home. 'Tis said there died of our New England 
forces about five hundred." This expedition, as you 
are ,vell aware, was planned by Gov. Shirley. The 
Governor's stately mansion still stands upon our 
borders ; the iron cross, brought from the market
place at Louisburg, adorns the library of Harvard 
College. But no monument is reared to the brave 
men who fell in these distant expeditions; no memo
rial remains of those who came back to their native 
villages, with wounds and diseases brought from the 
camp. On one mouldering stone only, in our 
ancient grave-yard, we read that it covers a person 
who " died in his majesty's sarvicc." 

The Indian's shaft, the Briton's ball, 
The sabre's thirsting edge, 

The hot-shell shattering in its fall, 
The bayonet's rending wedge 

There scattered death ;-yet seek the spot, 
No trace thine eye can see, 

No altar ; and they need it not, 
·who leave their children free.* 

The great expedition against the Havana, in 
1762, was on the point of sinking under the climate 
and the protracted resistance of the Spaniards. "A 
thousand languishing and impatient looks," says the 
historian, " were cast on the reinforcements from 
America." None, however, as yet appeared; and 
the exhausted army was left to its own resources. 
Many fell into despair and died, overcome with 
fatigue, anguish, and disappointment. These rein
forcements at length arrived. in two divisions. Some

* Holmes, 
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of the vessels composing the first, were wrecked in 
the Bahama passage ; of the second, a part were 
intercepted by the :French; but those who escaped, 
"arrived seasonably and rendered excellent service." 
On the 14th day of August, 1762, after a murderous 
siege of hvo months and eight days, under a burning 
tropical sun, in mid-summer, the Royal forces of 
England, with her brave provincial allies, marched 
together through the battered wall of the Havana.* 
This was an era in history; it was the last time in 
which England and her North American colonies 
stood side by side on the battle field. Their next 
meetings were fifteen years later at Lexington and 
Concord, at Bunker Hill and Dorchester heights;
No, not on Dorchester heights; it was not deemed 
expedient by the royal forces to meet them there. 

In 1763, the temple of Janus was shut, and there 
was peace throughout christendom. England had 
gained an empire in the war ; Canada had been 
acquired by her, and, with her elder American colo
nies, spread out before her one vast field for the pro
motion of human happiness and the culture of a high 
civilization. Dy the hand of Chatham she might 
have sown protection, and reaped grateful allegiance. 
From the lips of Burke she might have sown con
ciliation, and reaped union and love. But by the 
counsels of Grenville and North she sowed taxation, 
and reaped revolt. In 176-i she so,ved the wind (a 
crop which never comes up in regular drills); she 
came for the harvest in 1775, and, lo ! the whirl

* Annual Register for 1762, chap. VIII. 
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wind; reaper, sickle, and sheaves swept before the 
tempest; the fountains of the great deep broken up; 
and the very soil itself, the rock-ribbed continent, 
torn from the British empire by the convulsion! 

In the struggle, ,vhich began with the passage of 
the Stamp-act, Dorchester ,vas in no degree behind 
the metropolis. In 1765 she instructed her repre
sentative, Col. John Robinson, "to use the utmost 
of his endeavors, with the great and general court, 
to obtain the repeal of the late parliamentary act, 
(always earnestly asserting our rights as free-born 
Englishmen), and his best skill in preventing the 
use of stamped paper in this government." But 
though resolutely bent on resisting the obnoxious 
and tyrannical act, they would nevertheless manifest 
to him their " utter abhorrence of all routs, riots, 
tumults, and unlawful assemblies; and if the laws 
now in being arc not sufficient to suppress such 
high misdemeanors, that you would use your skill 
and interest in making such laws as would answer 
such a salutary purpose." (Dorchester Rec. III., 
293.) ,vhen, in consequence of the dissolution of 
the general court in 1768, a convention of the 
Province was recommended by Boston, Dorchester 
voted " to choose one person to act as a committee 
in convention, with such committee as may be sent 
from other towns in the province, in order that such 
measures may be consulted and advised, as his 
majesty's service and the peace and safety of his 
subjects in this province may require." As a farther 
measure to promote his majesty's service and the 
peace and safety of the provmce, the next vote 



57 


passed at the same meeting was, that a " place be 
built under the roof of the meeting-house at the east 
end thereof, to keep the town's stock of powder in." 
(Rec. III., 333.) In 1770, Dorchester resolved not 
to purchase any articles of the traders in Boston, 
who had violated the non-importation agreement, 
and resolved that "whereas a duty has been laid on 
foreign tea, ,rn ,vill not make use of it in our fami
lies, except in case of sickness, till the duty is 
repealed." (Rec. III., 3,>2.) On the 4th of June, 
1773, Dorchester responded to the solemn exposi
tion of the rights of America, drawn up by a com
mittee of twenty-one of the citizens of Boston. The 
resolutions of this town ,vere nine in number, · 
expressed ,vith perspicuity and force, and the 
representatives of Dorchester arc instructed "to 
join in any motion or motions in a constitutional 
way, to obtain not only redress of the aforementioned 
grievances, but of all others, and that they in no 
wise consent to give up any of our rights, whether 
from nature or by compact." (Rec. III., 380.) 

At the close of 1773, the great question of taxa
tion, out of ,vhich sprung the independence of 
America, was brought to a practical issue in refer
ence to the duty on tea. ,vhen attempts were made 
to persuade Lord North not to introclucc the obnox
ious article into the colonies, his answer was, "It 
is of no use making objections, for the King will 
have it so. The King means to try the question"; 
and the question was tried in Boston and its 
vicinity.* As soon as information was received that 

• Bancroft's History, Vol. VI., p. 465, 472, 
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two or three cargoes of tea were speedily to arrive 
in Boston, the consignees "·ere called upon, by a 
committee of the citizens in town meeting assembled, 
to resign their trust. This they refused to do ; and 
the further management of affairs "·as left by the 
citizens to the committee of correspondence. On 
l\Ionday, NoYember 22d, 1773, the committees of 
Dorchester, Roxbury, Brookline, and Cambridge 
met the Boston Committee in the Sclectmen's room 
in }'aneuil Hall. At this conference of the five 
committees, it was unanimously voted to prevent the 
landing and sale of the tea, and to address a letter 
on the subject to all the towns in the province. 
On Sunday the 28th, the Dartmouth, the first of the 
tea ships, arrived. · On the following clay Samuel 
Adams invited the committees of Dorchester and 
the three other to,vns, to meet the committee and 
citizens of Boston in Faneuil Hall. This is the 
memorable meeting that was adjourned to the Old 
South church, at ,vhich it was resolved that the tea 
should be sent back to England. On the 30th, a 
meeting was held in Dorchester, at which it was 
resolved, that "should this country be so unhappy, 
as to see a clay of trial for the recovery of its rights, 
by a last and solemn appeal to Him who gave them, 
we should not be behind the bravest of our patriotic 
brethren, and that we will at all times be ready to 
assist our neighbors and friends, ,vhen they shall 
need us, though in the greatest danger." (Rec. 
III., 407.) In the course of a few days, hvo more 
ships arrived; the committee of the six towns (for 
Charlestown had now been added) were in continual 



59 


conference. The consignees were urged to send 
back the tea; the collector would not clear the 
vessels till the tea ,vas discharged ; the governor 
refused a pennit to pass the castle, unless the ships 
were cleared. No peaceable solution of the problem 
remained, and on the night of the 16th December, 
a party of persons, disguised as Mohawk Indians, 
boarded the ships and threw into the water three 
hundred and forty-bvo chests of tea. 

One of these chests, partly emptied, and buoyant, 
was borne by the tide to Dorchester neck, and there 
picked up on the morning of the 17th, by a person 
who saw it on the marshes and "thought it no 
harm." He was speedily required to surrender the 
article, and it was only after apology made in pub
lic town meeting, that he \rns forgiven for his 
indiscretion. (Rec. III., 414.) 

The destruction of the tea, I need hardly say, 
occasioned the Boston port-bill, and the occupation 
of the town by a greatly increased military force. 
These measures on the part of the government were 
met by the organization of measures of resistance, 
military and political, on the part of the colonies. 
On the 24th of August, 1774, delegates ,vere chosen 
by Dorchester, to attend the celebrated meeting at 
Dedham, of all the towns in the County of Suffolk, 
not as yet divided. A month later, instructions 
were given to Capt. Lemuel Robinson to represent 
the town in the general court to be held at Salem. 
The writs for the meeting having been recalled by 
General Gage, Capt. Robinson was authorized to 
meet the representatives of the other towns IN GENE
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n..n PnovrncrAL CoNGREss, to "act upon such mat
ters as might come before that body, in such a man
ner as may appear to him conducive to the true 
interest of this to"·n and province, and most likely 
to preserYe the liberties of all America." (Rec. 
III., 435.) The persons elected, to the number of 
ninety, assembled at Salem on the 5th of October, 
notwithstanding the recal of the writs. Having 
waited in vain for the appearance of the Governor 
to administer the usual oaths, they organized them
seh-es into a convention the next day, with John 
Hancock as Chairman, and Benjamin Lincoln as 
Clerk. A committee was appointed to consider the 
proclamation of the Governor, and on their Report 
the following day (October 7th, 1774) it was voted, 
that "the members aforesaid do now resolve them
selves into a PRovr1-crAL CoNGRESs." This body 
adjourned the same day to Concord, and afterwards 
held its meetings at "\Vatertown. Its formation fol
fowed, by one month, the meeting of the Continental 
Congress at Philadcl phia, and it was, I believe, the 
first regularly organized body assembled in any of 
the States, and assuming legislative powers of a 
revolutionary character. 

Among its acts was one which may be considered 
of itself as forming, as far as ::Massachusetts is con
cerned, a precise date to the revolution in the gov
ernment, regarded as a political measure; I mean 
the recommendation to the towns to pay their quota 
of the Province tax not to the Receiver for the 
Crown, but to a treasurer appointed by this Provin
cial Congress. Dorchester, on the 27th Dec. 1774, 
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complied with this recommendation, and resolved 
that "the collectors of this town pay the province 
tax, now in their hands or yet to be collected, to 


·Henry Gardner, Esq., of Stow," a gentleman of 

sterling probity and a true patriot, prematurely re

' moved from the stage of life; whose grandson, a 

native son of Dorchester, the chief magistrate of the 
Commonwealth, honors us ,vith his presence on this 
occasion. 

By another act equally decisive, the Provincial 
Congress of Massachusetts made military preparation 
for the approaching crisis. The enlistment of twenty 
thousand men was recommended, and officers of the 
seven years' war designated for the command. 

In pursuance of this recommendation, Dorchester, 
on the 10th March, 1775, resolved that "the whole 
of the inhabitants of this town assemble on a certain 
day, those who are liable to do military duty with 
arms and ammunition according to law, in order to 
be reviewed, and to see whether any members of them 
will enlist and hold themselves in readiness as minute 
men ; and those in the alarm list to choose officers 
to command them." (Rec. III., 442.) 

On the 19th of April the all-important blow was 
struck; the blow which severed the fated chain 
whose every link was bolted by an act of Parliament, 
whose every rivet was closed up by an order in 
Council,-which bound to the wake of Europe the 
brave bark of our youthful fortune, destined hence
forth and forever to ride the waves alone,-the blow 
which severed that fated chain was struck. The 
blow was struck, which will be felt in its conscquen

9 
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ces to ourselves and the family of nations, till the 
seventh seal is broken from the apocalyptic volume · 
of the history of empires. The consummation of four 
centuries was completed. The life-long hopes and 
heart-sick visions of Columbus, poorly fulfilled in 
the subjugation of the plumed tribes of a few tropical · 
islands, and the partial survey of the continent; cru
elly mocked by the fetters placed upon his noble 
limbs by his own menial and which he carried ,vith 
him into his grave, were at length more than fulfilled, 
when the new world of his discovery put on the 
sovereign robes of her separate national existence, 
andjoined, for peace and for war, the great Panathe
naic procession of the nations. The wrongs of 
generations were redressed. The cup of humiliation 
drained to the dregs by the old puritan confessors 
and non-conformist victims of oppression,-loathsome 
prisons, blasted fortunes, lips forbidden to open in 
prayer, earth and water denied in their pleasant 
native land, the separations and sorrows of exile, the 
sounding perils of the ocean, the scented hedge-rows 
and vocal thickets of the " old countrie " exchanged 
for a pathless wilderness ringing with the war-whoop 
and gleaming with the scalping-knife; the secular 
insolence of colonial rule, checked by no periodical 
recurrence to the public ,,ill; governors appointed 
on the other side of the globe that knew not Joseph; 
the patronizing disdain of undelegated power; the 
legal contumely of foreign law, wanting the first 
clement of obligation, the consent of the governed 
expressed by his authorized representative; and at 
length the last unutterable and burning affront and 
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shame, a mercenary soldiery encamped upon the fair 
eminences of our cities, ships of war with springs 
on their cables moored in front of our crowded 
quays, artillery planted open-mouthed in our princi
pal streets, at the doors of our houses of assembly, 
their morning and evening salvos proclaiming to 
the rising and the setting sun, that we arc the 
subjects ~and they the lords,- all these hideous 
phantoms of the long colonial night swept off by the 
first sharp volley on Lexington Green. 

"\Vell might Samuel Adams exclaim, as he heard it, 
"Oh, what a glorious morning is this ! " glorious, but 
as is too often the case with human glories, the germ 
and the fruit of sorrow, sanctified ,vith tears and 
scaled with blood. Precious liYes are to be sacrificed, 
great trials public and private to be endured, seven 
years of war are to desolate the land, patriot armies 
are to march with bloody feet over ice-clad fields, a 
cloud of anxiety must hang over the prospects of 
one generation of the young, while another of the 
aged go down to the grave before the vision is 
fulfilled :-but still glorious at home and abroad,
glorious for America, and, sfrange as the word may 
sound, glorious even for England ! Lord Chatham 
rejoiced that America had resisted. Surely Lord 
Chatham never rejoiced in the shame of England; 
he rejoiced that America had resisted, because she 
resisted on the great principles of constitutional 
liberty. Burke, in the early stages of the contest, 
wrote these golden words: ""\Ve view the establish
ment of the British Colonies on principles of liberty, 
as that which is to render this kingdom venerable to 
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future ages. In comparison of this we regard all 
the victories and conquests of our warlike ancestors 
or of our own times as barbarous and vulgar dis
tinctions, in which many nations whom we look 
upon with little respect or value, have equalled if 
not exceeded us. THIS IS THE PECULIAR GLORY OF 

E~GLAND !"'* All the victories and conquests of our 
warlike ancestors or of our own times-Plantagencts 
and Tudors; Crecy, Poictiers, Agincourt; Dunkirk 
and Calais; Jamaica and Gibraltar; the Crom wells 
and the Blakes ; the "'\Villiams and the Georges ; the 
triumphs of :Marlborough at the gates of }'ranee, 
the thunders of Clive on the banks of the Ganges; 
all, in Burke's judgment, barbarous distinctions, 
vulgar fame, compared with " the peculiar glory" 
of founding a colonial empire on the principles of 
liberty! 

Of the great events which influenced the result of 
the revolution, few are more important than that 
which took place within our limits. At Lexington 
and Concord the great appeal to arms was irrevocably 
made. As the alarm of that day spread through 
the country, the men of Dorchester hastened to the 
field. They stood side by side with their countrymen, 
from every part of Ncw England, ,vhen the great 
question of the capacity of a patriotic militia to 
contend with veteran troops was decided at Bunker 
Hill. But the occupation of our Heights produced 
a distinct strategic result, not inferior in importance 
to any other in the whole war. It was literally 

* Burke's Works, Vol. II., 403. 
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victoria sine clade; a noble victory achieved without 
the effusion of blood. 

But there is another circumstance which must ever 
clothe the occupation of Dorchester Heights ·with an 
affecting interest. It was the first great military 
operation of "\Vashington in the revolutionary war; 
not a battle, indeed, but the preparation for a battle 
on the grandest scale, planned with such skill and 
executed with such vigor, as at once to paralyze the 
army and navy of the enemy, and force him, without 
striking a blow, to an ignominious retreat. "\Vash
ington was commissioned as Commander in Chief of 
the American Armies on the day the battle of 
Bunker IIill ,vas fought. The siege of Boston had 
been already formed; and those noble lines of 
circumvallation, t,vclve miles in compass, of which 
some faint remains may still be traced, had been 
drawn along the high grounds of Charlestown, Cam
bridge, Roxbury, and Dorchester. An adventurous 
expedition against Quebec had failed; partial col
lisions had taken place ,vherever there were royal· 
forces throughout _the country; but nothing decisive 
was brought about, and a feverish excitement per
vaded the continent. Congress was still conducting 
the war without a constitutional existence; and all 
eyes and hearts were turned to the army and to 
"\Vashington. JHen at a safe distance and with 
nothing. at stake, are prone to judge severely the 
conduct of those who arc at the post of responsibility 
and danger. "\Vashington himself felt the delicacy 
and the hazards of his position ; the importance of 
sustaining the expectations of the country; the 
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necessity of decisive results. But his army was 
lrithout discipline or experience, sare a few veterans 
of the seven years' war, without adequate supplies of 
any kind, composed of men who had left their homes 
at a moment's warning and were impatient to return, 
weakened by camp diseases and the small-pox, with 
a stock of powder so scanty, that stratagem was 
resorted to by the commander to conceal the defi
ciency even from his officers. Thus the summer and 
the autumn wore mvay, and every week increased 
the public impatience and added to the embarrass
ments of ,vashington. His private letters at this 
time are filled with the most touching remarks on 
his distressed condition. In a letter to Colonel Reed, 
of the 14th of January, 1776, he says, "The reflec
tion on my situation and that of this army, produces 
many an unhappy hour, when all around me are 
wrapped in sleep. Few people know the predicament 
we are in on a thousand accounts; fewer still will 
believe, if any disaster happens to these lines, from 
what cause it flows. I have often thought how 
much happier I should have been, if, instead of 
accepting the command under such circumstances, I 
had taken my musket on my shoulder and entered 
the ranks; or, if I could have justified the measure 
to posterity and my own conscience, had retired to 
the back country and lived in a wigwam." 

At length, however, the re-enlistment of the army 
was completed; advanced lines were thrown up, 
ordnance captured at Ticonderoga had been trans
ported by Knox with prodigious effort across the 
country, ammunition had been taken by Manly in 
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his prize ships, shells were furnished from the royal 
arsenal at New York. It ,vas '\Vashington's wish to 
cross the ice to Boston, to carry the to,vn by assault, 
and destroy the royal army. The ice, however, did 
not make till the miclclle of I'ebruary; ancl it ,vas 
decidecl, by a council of war, that the town coulcl not 
be assaulted with success. 

It was then resoh-ed to repeat, on a grancler scale, 
with full preparation and ample means, the hasty 
operation which had brought on the battle of 
Bunker IIill, the preceding summer. It was deter
mined first to occupy the heights of Dorchester, and 
as soon as an impregnable position ,vas secured 
there, to establish batteries on Nook Hill and the 
other rising grounds nearest Boston. The fleet in the 
harbor was within range of the heights; the to,vn 
,vas commanded from the hills below. The occupa
tion of these points would of necessity compel the 
enemy to take the risk of a decisive action, or to 
evacuate the town. 

Washington, though preferring the bolder mea
sure, yielded to the decision of his council, and threw 
his whole soul into the work. A plan for a grand 
combined movement was matured. The heights of 
Dorchester were to be occupied on the night of the 
4th of March, in order that the anticipated battle 
might be fought on the anniversary of the ever
memorable 5th of l\Iarch, 1770. As soon as the 
conflict was engaged on the heights, Putnam · was 
to cross from Cambridge with · a body of four thou
sand men, land in two divisions in Boston, and 
forcing his way through the town burst open the 
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fortifications on the neck, and thus admit a division 
of the American army from Roxbury. To distract 
and occupy the attention of the enemy, the town 
was severely bombarded from Somerville, East Cam
bridge and Roxbury, during the nights of the 2d, 
3d, and 4th of March. 

I am told by professional men that these disposi
tions evince consummate military skill; and are 
among the facts which show that "\Vashington, too 
often compelled by his situation to pursue the Fa
bian policy, possessed a talent for military combina
tions that entitles him to a place beside the greatest 
captains of the last century. 

The 4th of :March, the day so long and anxiously 
expected, at length arrives. The troops are put in 
motion in the evening, from the American lines at 
Roxbury and Dorchester. An advanced guard of 
eight hundred men precedes ; the carts with 
intrenching tools came next, with the main body, 
twelve hundred strong, under General Thomas; the 
whole followed by a train of three hundred wagons 
loaded with fascines, gabions, and bundles of hay. 
They crossed Dorchester neck without being per
ceived, and reached their destination in two di visions, 
one for each of the heights. Bundles of hay were 
placed on the side of the causeway, at the most 
exposed parts, as a protection in case the enemy 
should discover and attempt to interrupt the move
ment. Under this shelter, parties from the Ameri
can army passed several times during the night, 
without being perceived, though it was bright moon
light. This was owing, no doubt, to the cannonade 
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and bombardment of the town from the opposite 
quarter, by ,vhich also the whole surrounding 
country was thrown into a state of painful expecta
tion and alarm. The operations were conducted by 
Gridley, an experienced engineer of the old French 
"\'var. He was aided by Col. Putnam, in laying out 
and executing the works, which before morning, 
though incomplete, were adequate against grape
shot and musketry. 

\,Vashington was present on the heights. In the 
strictness of military duty, the presence of the com
mander-in-chief of the army ,vas not required on the 
ground, on such an occasion ; but the operation 
was too important to be trusted entirely to subordi
nates. Accompanied by Mr. James Bowdoin, then 
a young man of twenty-two, afterwards your respect
ed fellow citizen, and the representative of Dorches
ter in the Convention of Massachusetts which 
adopted the Constitution of the United States, 
"'\Vashington, whose head quarters were at Cam
bridge, repaired, on this eventful night, to Dorches
ter heights.* He has left no 1·ecord descriptive of 
the scene, or of his thoughts and emotions at what 
he must have regarded, at that time, as the most 
eventful hour of his life, and the most critical mo
ment of the war. " The moon shining in its full 
lustre" (they are the words of "\Vashington), 
revealed every object through the clear cold air of 
early March, with that spectral distinctness, with 

* Eulogy on Hon. James Bowdoin, by Rev. Dr. Jenks, p. 19, 20; 
Addresses and Speeches, by lion. R, C. Winthrop, p. 109. 
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which things present themselws to the straining 
eye, at a great juncture. All immediately around 
him intense movement, but carried on in death-like 
silence; nothing heard but the incessant tread of 
busy feet, and the dull sound of the mattock upon 
the soil, frozen so deep as to make it necessary to 
place the chief reliance on the fascines and gabions. 
Beneath him, the slumbering batteries of the castle; 
the roadstcad and harbor filled ,vith the vessels of 
the royal fleet, motionless except as they swung 
round at their moorings at the turn of the midnight 
tide; the beleaguered city, occupied by a powerful 
army and a considerable non-combatant population, 
startled into unnatural vigilance by the incessant 
and destructive cannonade, but yet unobservant of 
the great operations in progress so near them ; the 
surrounding country, dotted with a hundred rural 
settlements, roused from the deep sleep of a K cw 
England village by the unwonted tumult and glare. 

It has been stated, in one or two well-authenti
cated cases of persons restored after drowning, 
where life has been temporarily extinguished in the 
full glow of health, with the faculties unimpaired 
by disease and in perfect action, that, in the last few 
minutes of conscious existence, the wliole series of 
the events of the entire life comes rushing back to 
the mind, distinctly but with inconceivable rapidity; 
that the whole life is lived over again in a moment. 
Such a narratiYe, by a person of high official posi
tion in a foreign country, and perfect credibility, I 
have reacl. "\Ve may well suppose that at this most 
critical moment of "\Vashington's life, a similar con
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centration of thought would take place, and that the 
events of his past existence as they had prepared 
him for it,-his training while yet a boy in the ,vil
derness, his escape from drowning and the rifle of 
the savage on his perilous mission to Venango, the 
shower of iron hail through which he rode unharm
ed on Braddock's field, would. now crowd through 
his meri1ory; that much more also the past life of 
his country, the early stages of the great conflict 
now brought to its crisis, and still more solemnly 
the possibilities of the future for himself and for 
America, would press upon him; the ruin of the 
patriotic cause if he failed at the outset; the trium
phant consolidation of the revolution if he pre
vailed; with higher visions of the hopeful family of 
rising States, their auspicious growth and prosper
ous fortunes, hovering like a dream o:f angels in 
the remoter prospect ;-all this, attended with the 
immense desire of honest fame (for we cannot 
think even ,vashington's mind too noble to possess 
the "last infirmity"), the intense inward glow of 
manly heroism about to act its great part on a 
sublime theatre,-the softness of the man chastening 
the severity of the chieftain, and deeply touched at 
the sufferings and bereavements about to be caused 
by the conflict of the morrow ; the still tenderer 
emotions that breathed their sanctity over all the 
rest; the thought of the faithful and beloved wife 
who had followed him from :Mount Vernon, and of 
the aged mother whose heart was aching in her 
Virginia home for glad tidings of " George, who was 
always a good Loy,"-all these pictures, v1s10ns, 
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feelings, pangs ;-too vast for words, too deep for 
tears,-but swelling, no doubt, in one unuttered 
prayer to Heaven, we may well imagine to have 
filled the so1il of ,vashington at that decisiYe hour, 
as he stood upon the heights of Dorchester, with 
the holy stars for his camp-fire, and the deep folding 
shadows of night, looped by the hand of God to the 
four quarters of the sky, for the curtains· of his 
tent.* 

The morning of the 5th ofM:arch dawned, and the 
enemy beheld with astonishment, looming through 
a heavy mist, the operations of the night. Gen. 
Howe wrote to the minister that they must have 
been the work of at least twelve thousand men. In 
the account given by one of his officers, and adopted 
in the Annual Register, it is said that the expedi
tion with which these works were thrown up, with 
their sudden and unexpected appearance, " recalled 
to the mind those wonderful stories of enchantment 

• This imagery was partly suggested to me by a noble stanza in 
Gleim's Ode on the victory gained by Frederic the Great, at Lowositz, 
dimly retained in a recollection of forty years. Since the Address was 
dcli,ered, my friend, Prof. Felton, has at my request, with the kind aid of 
Dr. Beck, helped me to the original, which is as follows:

" Auf einer Trommel sass der Held, 
Und dachte seine Schlacht ; 

Den Himmel Ober sich zum Zelt, 
Und um sich her die Nacht." 

Nearly in English as follows :

Upon a drum the hero sat, 
And thought upon his fight; 

The heaven above him for his tent, 
And all around the night. 
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and invisible agency, which are so frequent in the 
Eastern romances." 

General Howe, like a gallant commander, imme
diately determined on the perilous attempt to dis
lodge the Americans before their entrenchments 
should be rendered impregnable. A pow·erful de
tachment, led by Lord Percy, dropped down to the 
castle in the afternoon, to rendezvous there, and 
thence cross over to Dorchester point, and storm the 
heights. A heavy gale ( a " dreadful storm," it is 
called, in the British account) scattered the barges, 
and prevented the embarkation of the troops. This 
delay gave the Americans time to perfect their 
works, barrels filled with earth were placed round 
the heights, an abattis of trees disposed around the 
foot of the hill, a reinforcement of t,vo thousand 
men ordered to the support of General Thomas, and 
every preparation made for a decisive conflict.* 

It was soon understood that the royal com
mander, not deeming it safe to take the risk of an 
engagement, had determined to evacuate Boston. 
To prevent the destruction of the town, ,vashington 
was willing that they should leave it unmolested. 
Finding, however, after some days, that no apparent 
movement was made for this purpose, he determined 
without further delay to occupy Nook hill and the 
other elevations fronting and commanding the town. 
This produced the desired effect, and General Hmve 
was at length compelled to acknowledge the inability 
of a powerful land and naval force, under veteran 

• Heath's Memoirs, p. 40. 
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leaders, to maintain themselves against untried 
levies ·whom they were accustomed to regard. with 
contempt, led by officers from whom they affected 
cYen to ·withhold the usual titles of military com
mand. Ile ,ms obliged to acquiesce in an engage
ment with the Selectmen of Boston, tacitly sanc
tioned by " l\Ir. "\Vashington," that his army should 
be allowed to embark without being fired upon, 
on condition that they would not burn the town.* 

Thus, on the 17th of March, 177G, an effective 
force of many thousand men evacuated the town, and 
,vith a powerful fleet and a numerous train of 
transports, sailed for Halifax. Putnam, with a de
tachment of the American army, took possession of 
Boston. The beloYccl commander himself made his 
entry into the town the following clay, and the first 
great act of the drama of the Revolution was brought 
to a triumphant close, on that old Dorchester Neck 
,vhich, before the foundation of Boston, our fathers 
selected as a place for settlement. 

This eyent diffused joy throughout the Union, and 
contributed materially to prepare the public mind 
for that momentous political measure, of which we 
this day commemorate the seventy-ninth anniversary. 
That civil goyernment, however human infirmities 
mingle in its organization, is, in its ultimate princi
ples, a Divine or~inancc, will be doubted by no one 
who belieYes in an overruling Providence. That 
cYery people has a right to interpret for itself the 
will of Providence, in reference to the form of gov

* Newell's Journal, Mass. Hist. Collections, :Fourth Sei:ies, Vol. I., 2i2, 
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ernmcnt best suited to its condition, subject to no 
external human responsibility, is equally certain, 
and is the doctrine which lies at the basis of the 
Declaration of Independence. But ,vhat makes a 
Pcoplc,-what constitutes this august community, to 
which we give that name; how many persons-how 
few; bound to each other by what antecedent tics 
of physical descent, of common language, of local 
proximity, of previous political connection 1 This 
is a great question, to which no answer, that I 
know, has yet been given; to which, in general 
terms, perhaps, none can be given. Physiologists 
have not yet found the scat of animal lifc,-far less 
of. the rational intellect or spiritual essence of the 
individual Man. ·who can ,vondcr that it should be 
still farther beyond our ability to define the mysteri
ous la\vs which,-out of the physical instincts of our 
nature, the inexplicable attractions of kindred and 
tongue, the persuasions of reason, the social sympa
thies, the accidents as we call them of birth, the 
vrnnderings of nations in the dark ages of the past, 
the confederacies of peace, the ravages of war, 
employed by the all-fashioning hand of time, which 
moulds every thing human according to the eternal 
types in the divine mind,-work out, in the lapse of 
centuries, with more than Promethean skill, that 
wondrous creation which we call A PEOPLE! 

The Declaration of Imlepenclence which we cele
brate to-day, attempted no definition of these myste
rious agencies ; it assumed their result. It assumed 
that the late Colonies of England ,verc a People, and 
entitled to all the rights implied in the name. 
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"\Vhen, in the course of human events, it becomes 
necessary for one People to dissolve the political 
bands which have connected them with another, 
and to assume among the powers of the earth the 
separate and equal station to which the laws of 
nature and nature's God entitle them, a decent 
respect for the opinions of mankind requires that 
they should declare the causes that impel them to 
the separation." Such is the dignified and solemn 
commencement of the great instrument by which, 
seventy-nine years ago, with the hearty concurrence 
of the citizens of Dorchester, the Continental 
Congress of America, renouncing allegiance to the 
British government, asserted the. Independence of 
these United States.* They left,-they were com

* The Council of :Massachusetts directed (July 17th, 1776) that a copy of 
the Declaration should be sent to each minister of every denomination in the 
State, to be read to his congregation, and then handed to the town clerks, 
" who are required to record the same in their respective town or district 
books, there to remain as a perpetual memorial thereof." It is found in 
Dorchester Records III., p. 461-5. 

It is a matter of interest to compare the Declaration of the Independence 
of the United States of America, of the 4th July, 1776, with that of the 
States General of the United Provinces of Holland, of the 26th of July, 
1581, by which they asserted their independence of the Spanish Crown. 
The two Declarations are necessarily altogether different in their details, but 
as the occasions which produced them are alike, so there is a similarity in 
their structure, and in the mode of treating the subject, which I hardly 
think can be mere coincidence. I have a black letter copy of the original in 
Dutch, printed at Leyden by the sworn Printer of the State of I!olland, in 
1581, with this title :-Placcaet vande Staten gencracl vande ghcvnie~rde 
Nederlandcn: byden wclcken, midts den redcnen in't lange in't selfde 
bcgrcpen, men verclaert den Coninck van Spaegnien vervallen vande 
Ouerheyt ende I!cerschappije van dese voors. Nedcrlanden, ende verbiet 
sijncn nacm ende zeghcl inde selue Landen mecr te ghcbruycken, &c. A 
translation is contained in Lord Somers's Tracts, Vol. I., p. 323, Sir Walter 
Scott's Edition. 
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pelled to leave it to the bloody arbitrament of war, 
whether they were rebellious colonies to be lawfully 
reduced by force, or a sovereign people rightfully 
struggling to be free. 

Happy for humanity would it be, if this question 
could find a peaceful and practical solution. It 
will, in the coming centuries, perhaps in times near 
at hand, be a frequently recurring question. Vast 
colonial dependencies exist in various parts of the 
,vorld, subject to the powers of ,vestern Europe. 
Such is the case with half the continent of Korth 
America; with all the ,vest India Islands, with a 
single exception ; with an immense region of south
ern Africa; with the vast territory of India, and 
with most of the islands of the Indian Archipelago; 
and with the whole Australian world. There is no 
reason to doubt that, in the lapse of time, these 
colonial dependencies will grow up in population, 
in wealth, in intelligence, and in all the clements of 
political life, to the stature of a perfect State. How 
devoutly is it to be wished that principles of public 
law should be established, regulating the transition 
of colonies into a condition of Independence, by 
great constitutional compacts, and not through the 
gates of bloody revolution ! 

There is another momentous question which is 
left undecided in the great declaration; and that is, 
whether all the inhabitants of British America in 
their united capacity, and in that alone, formed the 
" one People " which asserted their independence 
( which ,vas perhaps the opinion generally entertained 
by the statesmen of 1776), or whether the inhabi-: 

11 
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tants of the several colonies were each a people who, 
if it had pleased them, could each have declared its 
separate independence ( as some appear afterwards to 
have held and to hold) ;-this was a question not 
discussed this day seventy-nine years ago. That was 
a period of high patriotic excitement, of fervid senti
ment, of impulsive effort against au impending 
danger. The metaphysics of state are au after
thought of prosperous and speculative times. But, 
however these questions may be, decided, whatever 
foundation there may be for the opinion that the 
inhabitants of each State in the Union are entitled 
to the name and rights of an independent people; it 
may be safely affirmed that they cannot at one and 
the same time be the people of two different States 
or Territories; although the contrary doctrine seems 
to prevail to some extent, I trust not widely, in the 
"\Vest, where it has lately been maintained, by the 
sharp logic of the revolver and the Bowie-knife, 
that the people of Missouri are the people of Kanzas ! 

It would have been a pleasing task, follow citizens, 
had time permitted it, to pursue this rapid glance at 
the fortunes of our native town, through the period 
which has elapsed from the Declaration of Indepen
dence to the present time. Such a glance would 
have exhibited, at least since the commencement of 
this century, a picture of steady growth and almost 
uninterrupted prosperity, of which few brighter 
examples can be found in the Commomvealth. It is 
within this period that my o-wn family associations 
with Dorchester, and my personal recollections, fall. 
I seem even now to hear the voice of the same 
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ancient bell which cheered us this morning with its 
festal peal, as fifty-five years ago it called together the 
citizens of Dorchester to the meeting-house on yonder 
hill, to listen to the eulogy on ,vashington from the 
lips of one, whom I was called too soon to deplore; 
and who is not to be named by me, after the lapse of 
so many years, but with tenderness and veneration.* 
In this period, under the influence of the principles 
of solid national growth which gave character to the 
earliest settlements of l\Iassachusetts, and of which, 
thank heaven, the force is not yet expended, of that 
love of liberty which prompted the Declaration of 
Independence, and of that spirit of fraternal affection 
which produced the last great fruit of the revolution, 
-the union of the States under a constitution of 
confederated republican government,-our country 
has increased in population, in wealth, in strength, 
in all that benefits or adorns the societies of men, 
till it stands the admiration of the world. 0 fortu
natos nimium, sua si bona norint ! Happy, too 
happy, did we but know our blessings. Perfection 
belongs to nothing human. Times of trial have 
come upon the country, at different periods; wars 
abroad and dissensions at home,-alarming junctures 
of affairs ;-and these vicissitudes must be anticipated 
in time to come as they have happened in time past. 
But hitherto an unfailing good Providence has 
carried us through the trials, without which this 
world would come too near pe1fection. Let us, my 

• A eulogy on ,vashington was, at the request of the citizens of Dorches
ter, delivered on the 22d February, 1800, by my honored father, Oliver 
Everett, who died 19th December, 1802. 



80 


fellow citizens, on this anniyersary of the nation's 
birth, rescue one day from the cruel dominion of 
those passions which fill us ·with bitterness to·ward 
each other, and unite in the hope, that ,ve shall still 
be sustained by the same Almighty arm which bore 
our fathers over the waters,-supporte<l them under 
the hardships of the first settlement,-conducted 
them through the difficulties of the colonial period, 
-protected them through the dangers of the reYolu
tionary struggle,-and has guided their career as an 
inclepeudent State. 

Thus, my friends, in the neighborhood of the spot 
where, in my early childhood, I acquired the first 
clements of learning at one of those public schools, 
which arc the glory and strength of New Englan<l, 
I liaYc spoken to you imperfectly of the appropriate 
topics of the day. Retired from public life, without 
the expectation or the wish to return to it, but the 
contrary,-grateful for the numerous marks of public 
conficlence ,vhich I have receive<l, and which I feel 
to be beyond my merits,-respecting the convictions 
of those from whom I have at any time differed, and 
asking the same justice for my own,-I confess, fellow 
citizens, that few things would better please me than 
to find a quiet retreat in my native town, wJ1erc I 
might pass the rest of my humble career in the 
serious studies and tranquil pursuits which befit the 
decline of life, till the same old bell should announce 
that the chequered scene is over, and the weary is 
at rest. 
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PRELll\lINARY CHAPTER. 

PREBLE,* Ward, Pomeroy, Thomai, Heath, and Whit
comb, were appointed by the l\lass. Congress generals of the 
militia, some detachments of which, having defeated the ene
my at Lexington and driven them into Boston, could no longer 
be retained in quarters. Only five days after the battle, 
Gen. \Vard writes Congress, that, unless they furnished him 
with enlisting orders immediately, he should be left entire
ly alone. The day before, however, that body had resol
ved, that an army of thirty thousand was necessary ;
that 1\lassachusetts would raise thirteen thousand six hun
of the number ; and that the other New England States 
should have notice given them, and be requested to furnish 
their respective proportions. But the battle of Lexington was 
a beacon fire to the neighbouring states. The hardy yeomen, 
whom rage supplied with arms, did not wait to be summoned 
by the tardy process of legislation ; they seized their hunting 
pieces, and flew to join their brethren at the scene of danger. 

The Committee of Safety, elected anew by Congress at 
every session, were the real executive of :Massachusetts.t 
They were empowered generally to watch over the safety of 
the commonwealth, and advise Congress of such measures as 
they thought beneficial, and expressly commissioned : 

" To assemble such and so many of the Militia and them to 
dispose and place where and detain so long as said Committee 
shall judge necessary, and discharge said 1\lilitia when the safe
ty of the Colony will admit. And the officers of the said Mi

• Futher of Com. Preble, who did 111:ll accept. 

t Tbe members were now John Hancock and Benjamin Greenleaf, who 
never took their seats ; John Pigeon, and Enoch Freeman, seldom present ; 
and Joseph Warren, chairman, Benjamin Church, Benjamin White, Joseph 
Palmer, Abraham Watson, Samuel Holten, Azor Orne, Nathan Cushing, and 
Richard Devens.-Secrelary, Jonathan Hastings. 
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litia are enjoined to obey the orders and directions of sai_<l 
Committee of Safety. And also to direct the army of this 
Colony to be stationed where said Committee of Safety shall 
judge most conducive to the defence and service of this Colo
ny, and the general and other officers of the army _are reque~t
ed to render strict obedience to such orders of said Commit
tee ; but Congress have power to control any order of the 
Committee of Safety. Also to nominate persons to Congress 
to be commissioned officers in the army and to give enlisting 
orders to such persons as they think proper. And if any offi
cers be ready to be commissioned agreeable to the resolve of 
this Congress during the recess of the same the Committee 
shall fill up and deliver to them commissions to be furnished 
s~id Committee in blank for that purpose." 

··· This committee distributed beating or enlisting orders to 
those \.\-hom they thought qualified to raise recruits. The num-· 
ber of a company was reduced from one hundred to fifty-nine ; 
any one who enlisted this number was entitled to a captain's 
commission ; and he who procured ten companies to serve un
d_er him commanded the regiment. Mass. Congress issued an 
eloquent address to the people, recruits came in with spirit, 
and by the middle of June the New England army of citizen 
soldiers~ enlisted for a few months,* amounted to about fifteen 
thousand. 

Of these about ten thousand were of Massachusetts ; anima
ted with the same love of liberty which inspired the whole, they 
were the most thoroughly instructed in the rectitude of 
their cause by Otis, who led the forlorn hope of the rev
olution, Jno. Adams, Quincy, Hancock, Sam'l Adams, and 
others. They were fightin; battles peculiarly their own, in 
defence of their wives, children and homes, and had that war
lik~ reputation to support, which they and their fathers ac
qmred from continued triumphs over ferocious savages, and 
recent success at Nova Scotia and Louisbourg over European 
troops.t · 

* Conn. and R. I. to Dec. ; Ma,1. to Jan. 


f 111ASS. REGIMENTS AND FIELD OFFICERS. 


From Colonel,. Lt. Coloneu. . Major,. .A.t 
Worcester. Hon.Artemas Ward. Jonathan Ward. Edw.Bai,;s, Tim. Bigelow. Cambrid~e. 
l'lymoutli. lion. John Thomas. John Bailey. Tbos. lllitcbell, Jno•.Jacobs. Roxbury. 
Bristol. · Timothy Walker. Natb'I Leonard. Abie! Mitchell. Do. 
l'lymoutb. Theophilus Cotton. Ichabod Alden. Ebenezer Sprout. Do. 
Worcester. Asa ,vhitcomb. Josiah Whitney. Ephraim Sawyer. Cambridge, 

Do. Joseph Read. Ebene,er Olapp. Calvin Smith. Roxbury. 
Essex. John Mansfield. lsr'l Hutchinson. Ezra l'utnam. Cambridge. 
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i\Iass. Congress, on the lOtlJ l\Iay, ordered, a regiment of 
artillery to be raised, it was scarcely organized yet ; the train 
consisted of one six, two brass,* and six iron three-pound can
non. Col. Richard Gridley, Lt. Col. Wm. Burbeck, l\Iajors 
David Mason and Scarborough Gridley, were the field offi
cers.t 

Rhode-Island had sent a regiment to l\Iassachusetts imbued 
with the determined spirit of civil and religious liberty, which 
the founder of their state maintained through every peril. 
Colonel Green ·was their commander, one of the most prom
ising heroes of the revolution. The elements of a soldier were 
so mixed in him, that his elevated rank among distinguished 
warriors was already anticipated. Under him were Lieut.Col. 
Olny and l\Iaj. Box,t an experienced English soldier. An 
artillery company. with four field-pieces was attached to the 
corps. 

The hardy yeomanry of New Hampshire, beneath whose 
strokes the lofty forests and their savage inhabitants had been 
levelled with the dust, who had been used to little control but 

From Colonel,. Lt. Colonel,. MaJori•. At 

Wor.&Ham. Timothy Daoielsoll, Wm. Sheppard, David Leonard. Roxbury, 

Middlesex. William Prescott, John Robinson. Henry W O?d, Cambridge. 

Essex, James Frye. James Brickett. Thomas Poor. Do. 

Middlesex. Ebenezer Bridge. Moses Parker. John Brooks, Do. 

B~rkshire, John Patterson, Seth Read. Jeremisb Cady. Do. 

lllaine, James Scamman. Johnson Moulton. Da»iel Wood. Do, 
Wor.&Berk, Ebenezer Learned. Danforth Keyes, Jonalhan Holman, Roxbur1, 

l\tiddlesex, Thomas Gardner. William Bond, J\1ichael Jackson, Cambridge. 

Do. & Wor. John Nixon. Thomas Nixon. Jolin Butterick. Do, 

Ham.&Berk, Jgbn Fellows. Nathan Eager. Benjamin Tupper. Roxbury. · 

Worcester. Epbraim Doolittle, Benj'n Holden. Willard Moore. Cambridge. 

Do.&Middl, Jonathan Brewer. Wm.Buckminster.Nathaniel Cudworth. Do, 

Do, 8r. do. David Brewer, Rufus Putnam. Nathaniel Danielsoa. Roxbury. 

Suffolk, Hon. William Heath John Graten. Jotbam Loring, Jos. Vose. Do. 

Hampshire. Bellj,R.Woodbrid~e. Ahijah Brown. William Stacey. Cambr. 

Essex. John Glover, John Gerry. GabrielJobonnot, Marblehead. 

Do, lltoses Little, Isaac Smith, James Collins, Cambr. 

Do, &Midd, Samuel Gerrish. Loammi Baldwin. James Weston. Do, Malden 
& Chelsea, 

A number of companie•, belonging to regiments at Roxbury, were at Braintree, Wey, 

mouth, Hingham, and other parts of Plymouth county. 

" The Hancock and Adams, so adroitly taken by stratagPm from a British 
guard in Boston. The two other pieces, taken near the same time and carri
ed to Roxbury, were doubtless in Gen. Thomas' camp.

'l'revett 
t Capts. Callend"r, Bnrbeck, :f!fteett; Pierce, Chadwick, Gridley, Popkin, 

Crafts, Foster, and Badlam. 

f Appointed Brig. Maj. by Washington. 
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what the God of ~ature imposed, were moved with indignation 
at approaching tyranny. They flocked as volunteers to the 

.neighbourhood of Boston, and chose Col. Stark, Lieut. Col. 
Wyman, and l\Iaj. l\I'Clary their leaders. Their colonel was 
worthy to command this formidable band ; he had been a dis
tinguished captain of Provincial Rangers received into the ser
vice of the crown, was at Quebec under Gen. Wolfe, and en
joyed half pay as a British officer, an offering he made with 
other sacrifices for the good of his country .-Their major also 
was a favourite officer. Nearly six feet and a half in height, 
with a Herculean form in perfect proportions, a voice like 
Stentor, and strength of Ajax ; ever unequalled in athletic 
exercises, and unsubdued in single combat, whole bodies of 
men had been overcome by him, and he seemed totally uncon
scious that he was. not equally unconquerabJe at the cannon's 
mouth. His mind and character were of the same grand and 
energetic cast with his person ; and though deficient in the ad
vantages of finished education, he had been a member of the 
state legislature, and his mercantile concerns were extensive. 

Colonel Sargent, driven from Massachusetts by the en-: 
mity of Governor Hutchinson, resorted to Amherst, and 
and brought a small regiment from that part of New Hamp
shire.* And, on 15th June, another small regiment from New 
Hampshire, arrived under Col. Reed, Lieut. Col. Gilman, and 
Maj. Hale. 

Republican Connecticut, the secure asylum of the regicide 
judges, was behind none of the provinces in determined hostili
ty to Britain, for not only civil but religious liberty, paramount 
with her to all earthly considerations, was in danger. In her 
vocabulary the British were the Philistines, and Putnam, the 
American Samson, t a chosen instrument to defeat the foe ; 
and fortunately she inspired her confidence into all her sister 
states. With her usual sagacity, however, this province, not
withstanding a confident reliance on supernatural aid, employed 
all human means to secure it. Her State constitution and es
tablishments were unchanged, her troops the best armed, dis
ciplined, and provisioned, in the army. 

" Col. Sargent's Letl. 
So .completely had almost every circumstance relath·e to ,he battle bun 

permitted to sink into ohlivion, that thP author could not in 1818 discover to 
what province th!s whole regi,ncnt belonged, but pre,amed to l\lassachusett•, 
where the Col. did; what renders it more striking, Gen.Dearborn,of the N.11. 
troops, seems to have forgotten it ; he mentions two other regiments only as 
commg from New Hampshire. 

t N. E Chron. Aug. '75, 
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On the first news of the battle of Lexington, Putnam mount
ed his horse, rode night and day till he arrived at Cambridge, 
and attended a Council of War on the 21st April, when the 
parole was Putnam.* His troops soon followed him ; Storrs 
was Lieut. Col. and Durkee, who had served with him through 
the whole war of '56, with distinguished reputation, the Maj. 
of his regiment. Brig. Gen. Spencer, Lieut. Col. Willis, and 
Maj. l\Iayo, Col. Waterbury and Col. Parsons came also with 
the Connecticut troops, in all about three thousand. . Capt. 
Coit, who had lost an eye, was next to l\I'Clary in~stature and 
intrepidity ; he commanded an independent company of New
London mariners, and Chester another independent company 
from Weathersfield, the elite corps of the army. As such it 
was selected, on the 6th June, to escort Gen. Putnam and 
Warren, President of Congress, to Charlestown, on the ex
change of prisoners with the British. 

The scene of their meeting was hallowed by the flag of truce 
which waved over it, and sacred to the rites of hospitality and 
friendship. The officers on both sides were personal friends, 
though arrayed against each other in public hostility. Between 
Putnam and the British officers, especially, these ties had been 
cemented by the mutual perils and intimate associations of the 
camp, during the long war of '56, and their present opposition 
served only to make their affection glow with a more genial 
warmth. These rugged sons of :Mars, from the impulse of 
feeling, rushed into each others' arms ; bravery proved its 
natural alliance with the finer feelings of the human heart ; 
the fell spirit of civil war was softened. The British were.en
tertained by Putnam and Warren as their guests. 

The army was under the command of Artemas \V ard, com
missioned the 21st of 1\Iay, as general and commander in chief 
of the Massachusetts forces. His general orders were copied 
and obeyed by all the troops in l\lassachusetts to whatever 
Province they belonged, and the officers were ordered on 
courts martial, and the usual routine of duty without any dis
tinction whatever.* 1\Iass. Congress also resolved, on the 
23d ~f May, that a Lieut.Gen., two :Maj.Gens., four Brig., two 
Adj. and two Qr. Mr. Gens. should be appointed. 

Gen. Ward was a gentleman of liberal education, vigorous 
understanding and distinguished probity. He had been a mem
ber of the council, speaker of the assembly, and chief justice of 
one of the courts in Massachusetts•. He professed the rigid 

* Ord. Book. 
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tenets of New England religion, and his rank and character 
commanded an extensive influence in the country. He hnd 
also served with reputation in the war of'56, was a lieut. col. 
at the storming of Ticonderoga, under Gen. Abercrombie, and 
soon after commanded the regiment. He had also been a 
Col. of militia, an office from which Gov. Hutchinson . relieved 
him on account of his being too true a patriot. 

Gen. Thomas received the appointment of Lieut. Gen. v.-hich 
he accepted the 27th of l\Iay. As a gentleman of honor, supe
rior talents and education, a pure patriot, a gallant, enterprizing 
soldider, his character commanded universal confidence. He 
had served in the former war with reputation, and already dis
tinguished himself in this. Being in command at Roxbury 
with a feeble force, Gen. Gage had determined to-drive him 
from that important post. But. his vigilance detected the de
sign, and by a ruse de guerre he defeated it, manreuvring his 
troops in sight of the enemy, he gave them the appearance of 
much greater numbers than he possessed, and the enemy re
linquished the enterprize. * 

The veteran Gen. Pomeroy of Northampton continued with 
the new levied troops under his old commission, not having yet 
received a new appointment, and assisted in organizing the 
army. He was a hardy intrepid adventurous soldier, a keen 
and celebrated hunter, an honest, open hearted man. He had 
acquired a distinguished reputation in the war of '56, when 
military fame was the reward of individual prowess and pri-_ 
vate enterprise, and left the service a laurelled captain of Pro-. 
vincials. He commanded a company under Sir William John
son in the celebrated engagement when the French and In
dians, under the Baron Dieskau, were defeated. To our cap
tain the honor of ha\-·ing slain the Baron was awarded over 
rival claims, and the baron's watch was bestowed on him as a 
trophy to be transmitted with his fame to posterity.t He was 
in fact the natural military chieftain of his neighbourhood, and 
may well be styled the Putnam of Connecticut river. 

Gen. Whitcomb bore a close resemblance in history and 
character to Pomeroy. He appeared with the militia at Lex
ington battle, but was too old for service. He received the 
appointment of Muster Master, with Col. Benjamin, and on 
12th June of l\laj. Gen. which he declined. . . · . . 

On the 14th of June, Joseph Warrent was elected a major 
general of Massachusetts. In his character the heroism of an- . 

* Gordon. 


t It is yet retained in his family. 


i " Un des ces hommes, dont la nature est avare." 
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tiquity combined with the romantic chivalry of the middle age!!. 
An accomplished scholar ; gifted with distinguished genius, 
his mind was Etored with the treasures of classic erudition. A 
model as an orator ; ardent, elegant, and impressive, selected· 
twice ta address his fellow citizens -in public, his eloquence 
bur~t asunder those strong ties by. which nature bound· them 
to the mother country. A patriot, pure and without reproach ; · · 
his favourite maxim was " Dulce et decorum est pro patria · 
mori." An eminent physician ; his superb character soared 
far beyond the narrow limits of his profession. In person 
handsome, in manners elegant and accomplished, he was the 
favorite of the drawing room, and qualified to shine in the 
highest circles of fashion. But the cause of liberty, of his 
country, and mankind, summoned him to a destiny by far more 
exalted. Chairman of the Committee of Safety, and Presi
dent of the Provincial Congress, he remembered that, in the 

· simplicity of ancient republics, the most distinguished legisla
tors were also the most devoted warriors. As a volunteer 
he accompanied Gen. Putnam to one of the islands, where, in a 
a warm engagement, the enemy were defeated and one of 
their vessels destroyed ;* and his head bad been grazed by a 

~all from the enemy at the battle of Lexington. 
Gen. Ward's quarters were at Cambridge, with about 8,000 

Massachusetts troops, and 1000 from Connecticut. · The latter, 
with Sargent's and Patterson's regiments, were under the im
mediate command of Gen. Putnam, in a central and advanced 
position near lnman~s farm, where the enemy landed previou:. 
to the battle of Lexington. Some slight. breastworks were 
thrown up by these troops, and a considerable redoubt erected · 
near the Charlestown road, a mile and a half from Cambridge, 
where Col. Patterson's regiment was stationed. Four compa
nies of artillery with, and one without field pieces, were also at 
Cambridge. 
. The right wing of the army, consisting of about 2000 l\fas- ' 
sachusetts1 2000 Connecticut, and 1000 R. I. troops, was at 
Roxbury, under command of Lieut. Gen. Thomas, who had 
with him three or four companies of artillery, with small field 
pieces, and one or two large cannon. He extended a portion 
of his troops towards the seaboard in Dorchester. 

At :Medford were about one thousand New Hampshire troops • 
under Colonels Reed and Stark, and a detachment of the same 

" fntnam headed his m<>n on this attack up to his m.i<ldle in mud and water. 
N. ll. Gaz. J,.e. '7G 

2 
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troops with three companies of Gerrish's regiment at Chelse_a, 
forming the left wing of the army. A large guard, part of Lit
tle's and other regiments, were stationed at Lechmere point1 

on the evening of 16th June. 
All these troops were hardy, brave, and athletic. Almost 

every soldier would rival Tell as a marksman, and aim his 
weapon at an oppressor with as keen a relish. Those from 
the frontier had gained this address against the savages and 
beasts of the forest ; the country abounded with game, all were 
familiar with hunting ; and the amusement universal through
out New England was the trial of skill with the musket. These 
troops were also religious, and their respect for the opinions of 
the clergy unbounded. But the religion of their clergy was 
republican in its nature ; they had the most lively antipathy to , 
church establishments, and dread of royal oppression. To 
avoid the expense of chaplains, the clergy in the neighbour
hood of the camp were invited by Congress to perform divine 
service, thirteen of them every sabbath ; a request they 
punctually complied with. Three or four chaplains, however, 
were attached to the army,* and prayed with the troops every 
morning on the common. 

The confidence of the army in their officers was implicit and; 
as it appears from the characters already described, richly merit
ed. But, besides their superior officers, many of the subordi
nate officers and privates had served in the army in the war of. 
'45 or of '56. 
· Their confidence was at present elevated to an excess by··· 

the recent and unexpected ccnquests, which their arms had 
accomplished. Besides the victory at Lexington, and success
ful skirmishes in the neighbourhood of Boston, they had just 
learned, that Arnold, t who had received a colonel's commis
sion and troops from the Committee of Safety of l\lassachu
chusetts, had, in alliance with other New England forces, 
achieved the important conquest of Crown Point and Ti

. conderoga. These troops were also sensible that they were 
fighting in their own cause, and were exalted into heroes by 
an ardent love of liberty, a maddening, indignant sense of op
pression. This indignation burned with new fury from a re
cent proclamation of Gov. Gage, denouncing them all as rebels, 

* Rev. Jos. Thaxter of Edgartown was one of them, who made an audible 
and eloquent prayer before an assembly of 20,000 at the celebration on 17,
June last. 

. t Arnold came to Cambridge immediately after Lexington battle with an 
inde~endent Conn. company, and offered hia servicea for any dangerous en
terpnze, to the Com. of Safety. 



BUNKER HILL BATTLE, ll 

and · especially the proscribed patriots Hancock and Adams, 
their -abettors, adherents, an.a associates. 

Excepting these characteristics, however, they were defi
cient in almost every important requisite of an army. Their 
arms were wretchedly defective, and the bayonet almost uni
versally wanting. They were strangers to discipline and al
most to subordination. Though nominally organized into regi
ments, these were deficient jn numbers, many of them only skele
tons, and their respective ranks not ascertained. Some of 
these troops were yet serving as minutemen,* and the officers 
in a number of regiments were not commissioned. Tents were 
not provided, the commissariat, quarter-master's department, 
and staff were yet unorganized.f The several towns sent suf
ficient provisions to their troops, but with irregularity and 
~~ . 

Col. Gridley was appointed chief, and Wm. Burbeck second 
engineer ;. but the latter was attached to the ordnance depart
ment, and Gridley had no assistant engineers. It was impos
sible for him to supply this defect, and he was almost too old 
for service ; but, if military science, skill, and experience could 
have overcome these difficulties, there was not an officer in 
America more capable of accomplishing it. 

He was born in Boston, 1711, and brother of J. Gridley, 
" the giant of the law." Uncommon genius, improved by su
perior education, prepared him for an elevated standing. Apt 
and learned in every branch of mathematics ; of romantic 
honor, chivalrous ambition, and adventurous bravery, nature 
made him a soldier ; and art could not make him a merchant. 
The attempt was relinquished, and, like Washington, he em
ployed himself as a practical surveyor and civil engineer. Af
ter the decease of his brother, who held the office, he was elected 
Grand l\Iaster of Masons. Military science he studied with 
enthusiasm and acquired with facility, and in '45 he commen
ced his military career. _ 

Massachusetts raised an army of three thousand two hun
dred men, New Hampshire added three and Connecticut five 

* Minute men were raised, by advice of a meeting of Boston patriots, as 
early as '72, and 29 Oct. '74 Mass. Congress enjoin on the militia to choose 
company officers, these field officers, the latter to enlist l at least of their 
respective companies, and form into companies of not Jess than 60, who shall 
rquip and be prepared at the shortest nQtice, officer themselves in the manner 
of the militia, the company officers to form battalions of 9 companies. 

t Jobn Pigeon was appointed Commissary ; no deputies were appointed 
till 1. July. The first Adj. Gen. appointed was Wm. Henshaw on the 27th June. 
Sam'I Brewer was Adj. Gen. to Thomas. 
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hundred, to conquer the Island of Cape Breton. In this army 
he received the appointment of engineer and commander of the 
artill(lry. Uader the instruction of Bastide, a distinguished 
engineer, he became at once an adept in his profession, and, 
like Archimedes, acquired celebrity in the war of sieges. With 
scientific accuracy he pointed the mortar which; on .the third 
fire, threw a shell into the citadel of Louisbourg, one grand 
cause of its surrender, and the conquest of Cape Breton. He 
was rewarded by a captaincy in Gov. Shirley's regiment on 
the British establishment ; peace left him on half pay, and in 
'52 he attended the governor to the Kennebeck, and erected 
forts Wes tern and Halifax. 

In '55 he again entered the service as chief engineer and 
colonel of infantry. In '56 he was commander of the provin
cial artillery, under Gen. Winslow, in the expedition against 
Crown Point, and proceeded to Lake George, where he erect
ed fortifications. In '57 he sailed for Halifax, intended for 
Louisbourg, but the expedition was arrested by the French 
fleet. In '58 he revisited his earliest field of glory, and was at 
the second taking of Louisbourg, under Gen. Amherst. He 
had the super~~tendence of the ordnance stores, and was so 
distinguished in the siege, as were all the New England troops, 
that the general tendered him the valuable furniture of the 
governor's house, a present which, from chivalrous delicacy, he 
declined. 

At the siege of Quebec, he enjoyed the distinguished honor 
of commanding the provincial artillery under the immortal 
Wolfe.* Gen. Amherst found it impossible to join the expedition; 
notwithstanding which, the audacious commander, seconded by 
Gridley and his other officers, determined to achieve the con
quest without him. In the glorious battle, ,rhich ensued, Grid
ley proved himself worthy to fight by his side. Gridtey's ser
~iccs we~e acknowledged and rewarded. The l\Iagdalen 
1slan?~ with an extensive seal ~nd cod fishery, and half pay as 
a British officer, were conferred on him. At the commence
ment of the revolution his British agent, by order of govern
ment, enquired to what party he devoted his services. His 

. ,i, With the utmnst difficulty two pieces only could be raised to the heights 
of Abraham ; the grape shot from these made great harnc among the enemy. 

. Euox's Camp. in .llmer. 
The respr.c~alile intelligent children of Col. Gridl~y, from whom we derived 

mo1t of our mformation concerniR"' him, stated from recollection that he 
coo1manded these pieces. " · 
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magnanimous answer was, " he never drew his sword but in 
4

' the cause of justice, and such he considered to be his coun
" try's." His half pay ceased, and the arrears already due 
he had too much spirit to recei,,e. 

The British army in Boston, at the time of Lexington battle., 
were about four thousand, umler Gen. Gage, the governor of 
J\fassachusetts. He had served with eclat in Europe and 
America, had married an American lady, was popular in the 
country, and disposed to moderate expedients, until he sacri".' 
ficed his own judgment to the advice of violent partizans. By 
the last of May, large reinforcements arrived, and the whole 
consisted of the following regiments : the 4th, 5th, 10th, 14th, 
3 companies of the 18th, 23d,35th, 38th, 43d, 47th, 52d, 59th, 
63d, 2 companies of the G5th, and the 67th. These amounted to 
about 10,000 troops, under Gens. Gage, Howe, Clinton, Bur
goyne, Pigot, Grant, and Robinson, Lords Percy and Rawdon; 
Col. Abercrombie, Williams, and others ; the most distinguish
ed officers and choicest troops of the British empire. The 
52d, Royal Irish, and the 23d or Welsh fusileers, * had been 
the most signalized. There was also a squadron of cavalry, 
for whose use a house of God+ was sacrilegiously assumed. 

The light infantry were encamped on the heights of· "\Vest 
Boston ; there was a strong battery for cannon and mortars on 
Copps Hill, facing Charlestown, and strong lines and batteries 
across the neck on the side of Roxbury ; a battery at the 
northern extremity of the town, another on Fort hill, one at 
Fox hill on the common, where the marines, artillery, and Gth 
Regt. were encamped, 3 on the western shore of the common 
facing Cambridge, where the Royal Irish were stationed, and 
there were troops at Barton's point. 

The British were equally sanguine, and as confident of suc
cess as their enemy, for whom, as soldiers, they entertained a 
"Sovereign contempt. This opinion was nourished by their offi
cers who had served with those of the Provincials, when they 
were degraded below British officers of similar commissions, 
and the generals were allowed no rank with those of the mother 
-country. They were confirmed in the same opinion from the 
-0rdinary arms and uncouth dress of the American troops,t 
worn by them unchanged from the plough or the workshop, 

• Prince of Wales's Regt. Frnm a tradition that a former Prince had rid· 
den to England on a goat ; one, with gilded horns, was maintained by the 
corps, and they celel>rated the anniversary of the feat. 

; Old South, 

t l\lany soldiers wore leather aprons on parade. 
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and the want of discipline and subordination which signalized 
their camp. They were also enthusiastic admirers of their 
government and constitution ; king and parliament they consid
ered omnipotent, and the Americans ungrateful, unnatural rebels, 
on whom they burned to inflict exemplary punishment. · 

Their narrow quarters galled their pride ; ~r_gQyne__de
clared they would have elbow room, and Q:fn~g_e proclaimed 
his mortification " that the Americans affected to hold the 
British army besieged." Notwithstanding the superior and in
creasing numbers of the foe, they determined to leave the 
town, and take Charlestown and Dorchester heights. The 
busy preparation had commenced to possess themselves of the 
latter on the 18th of June,* but the Americans before that 
provided other occupation for their arms. 

The Americans were impatient to be led against the enemy. 
They were unable to appreciate the necessity of discipline, or 
to understand the unorganized state of the army in every de
partment ; but the hardships and expense of !>ervice they sore
ly realized. Many of the officers were favourable to the wish
es of the men. They had been used to the loose service of 
rangers, and could not weigh the requisitions of a regular army, 
and the country was growing dissatisfied with their inaction. 
Gen. Putnam, Col. Prescott, and other veterans, demanded 
that advantage should be taken of this disposition of the men. 
The utility of the frequent and successful skirmishes they had 
already engaged in was immense. They promised themselves 
still higher advantage from an affair more important, but short 
of a general engagement. They knew, that, could the enemy 
be induced to engage a formidable detachment, their inferiority 
with the musket would make them deeply rue any advantage 
they might gain, while it would convert our army into soldiers ; 
and these beneficial results would be doubled, could the Amer

' ican~ be covered by intrenchments. Putnam urged his fa
\ i vounte maxim, " the Americans are not at all afraid of their:I" heads, though very much afraid of their legs ; if you cover 
; " these they will fight forever." Before the Council of War, 
' in continual session, these arguments were under consideration, 

The same momentous question had been debated in the 
Committee of Safety. They received information, from their 
emissaries, that the enemy intended to advance into the coun
t~y, and possess themselves of the commanding heights of 
Charl~stown an.d Dorchester. The necessity of anticipating 
them 1n a project so fatal to America for the purpose of pre

" Burgoyne. 

' 
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venting their advance into the country, destroying their ship
ping, and rendering the town too hot for them was strongly 
urged. 

But this course was opposed by formidable, and almost in
superable difficulties. The army seemed called on to keep 
themselves rigidly on the defensive till they were better disci
plined and prepared for battle ; and what was still more im
portant, they had not gunpowder. There were eleven barrels 
only in the public depots, and but sixty seven in Massachusetts. 
These heights completely overlooked the town, and it was im
possible for the enemy to suffer the Americans to keep them 
without the most desperate efforts ; and a general engagement. 
This and the cannonade they would be compelled to maintain 
to answer that of the enemy, (for ifomitted it ,vould betray their 
secret,deficiency of powder) were entirely beyond their means. 
Gen. Pomeroy, however, took council of his courage, and with· 
unbounded confidence in the skill of his countrymen " would 
" fight the enemy with but five cartridges a piece. He was 
" practised in hunting, and always brought home two, and 
"sometimes three deer, with but three charges of powder ; the 
" men had generally supplied themselves with powder as mili
" tia, and the public could easily make good their deficiency." 
To \Vard afid ,varren's objection, that the enterprize would 
lead to a general engagement ; Putnam answered, " we ,vill 
risk only 2000 men, we will go on with these,and defend our
selves as long as possible, and, if driven to retreat, we are more 
active than the enemy and every stone wall shall be lined with 
their dead, and at the worst, suppose us surrounded and no re
treat, we will set our country an example of which it shall not be 
ashamed, and, teach mercenaries what men can do determined 
to live or die free." Warren walked the floor, leaned on his 
chair, " almost thou pen,uadest me, Gen. Putnam," said he ; 
" but I must still think the project rash ; if you execute it, how
ever, you will not be surprised to find me by your side." "I 
hope not," said Putnam, " you are young, and your country 
has much to hope from you in council and the field ; let us who : 
are old and can be spared begin the fray, there will be time 
enough for you hereafter, it will not soon be over."* 

To encourage discipline and emulation, and brave the enemy, · 
Putnam marched in face of them with all the troops from Cam
bridge to Charlestown, about the 10th of June. And about the · 
same time, to support the policy of engaging the enemy in an . 

* Gen. Putnam's statement to his son. 
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affair he reconnoitred the country with other officers. ·A po
sition' perfectly suited to their purpose, which d~es honour to 
their coup d'mil and military skill, they found m the fields of 
Charlestown, and examined minutely.* . 

By the direction of Gen. Ward, Col. Gridley and Col. Hen
shaw, accompanied by l\lr. Devens, had examined this part of 
the country in J\Iay, and reported in favour of fortifying Pros
pect Hill first, Bunker Hill next, and lastly Breeds Hill.t 

Th~ settleme.nt of Charles~own and the fields are situa~ed _on
[ a penmsula, with Charle!l Rrver on the south, and ::\Iyst1c nv

I er on the north. It is eleven hundred yards across from north 
to south, and one mile forty three rods in length from east to 
west, at which extremity the two rivers approach each oth~r, 
and form a neck of land but one hundred and thirty yards over. 
Breed's Hill, 62 feet high, is long, the eastern end rather steep, 
the western sinking gradually ; the south side is very steep, and 
at the bottom of it was Charlestown. The north side is steep, 
and protected at the bottom by a small impassable slough ; be
yond this, north, is a tongue ofland, 20 feet above l\lystic River, 
which bounds it on the north. This tongue of land runs east 
parallel with Breed's to within two hundred and fifty yards· of 
Morton's Hill. Morton's Hill, 35 feet in height, lies northeast 
from Breed's. The ground between the tongue of land and 
Breed's Hill, and beyond the eastern end of it and :Morton's Hill 
was low and marshy. On part of this low land, however, were 
a number of brick kilns, and a sluice way by which the whole 
might be inundated at high tide, which on the 17th June was at 
f past 9. The tongue of land at its western extremity termina
tes in Bunker Hill~which on this side has a considerable slope, 
and on all its other sides is exceedingly steep. It is 110 feet 
high, bears nortlnvest from Breed's, which it completely com· 
mands ; their summits being distant from each other one hun
dred and thirty rods only. A narrow road ran from the neck 
over Bunker Hill, between the tongue of land and Breed's Hill, 
and entirely round Breed's Hill, epproaching very near ils· 
summit on the south. 

Even the daring enterprise of Warren hesitated at the diffi- . 
culties, apparently insurmountable, which opposed our taking , 
and maintaining possession of the heights of Charlestown. But 
the Committee of Safety, of which he was chairman and in 
whi~h he oppos_e~ the me~sure, and the Council ofWar,' adopted 
a different opm1on. Like a genuine patriot, his mm opinion 

" Stephen Codman Esq. and Col. Putnam. 
· t Col. Henshaw. 

http:settleme.nt
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was forgotten, and he joined heart and han<l with his brethren 
to command success. 

On the 15th of June, the Cornm1ttee of Safety passed the 
following votes : 

"Whereas this Committee lately applied to the Hon. the Con• 
gress of this colony, for an augmentation of the army now in 
tbe vicinity of Boston, and as some circumstances have since 
taken place, which strengthened the arguments then used in 
favour of the sai<l augmentation; particularly that many of 
the then expected reinforcements for Gen. Gage's army are 
arrired ; that Gen. Gage has issued a very extraordinary pro
clamation, in which the inhabitants of :Massachusetts are, in the 
most explicit manner, declared rebels ; and various accounts 
have been brought to this Committee of the movements of Gen. 
Gage's army, and that he intends soon to make another attempt to 
penetrate into the country : From the consideration of all 
which premises, together with that of our army, Resolved, that 
the good and welfare of the colony requires that there -be an 
immediate augmentation of said army, that such soldiers in the 
army as be destitute of arms be immediately supplied there
\vith, that such regiments of militia as be destitute of officers be 
immediately filled up, in such manner as the Honourable Con
gress may direct ; and that all the militia in the ·colony be or
dered to hold themselves in readiness to march, on the short
est notice, completely equipped, having thirty rounds of car
tridges per man ; all which is earnestly recommended to the 
immediate consideration of the Honourable Congress, now sit
ting in Watertown. To which the Committee would beg leave 
to add a general recommendation to the people, to go to meet
ing armed on the Lord's day, in order to prevent being thrown 
into confusion." On the same day they passed the following 
vote, which, for secrecy, was not recorded until the 19th of 
June :--" Whereas it appears of importance to the safety of 
this colony that possession of the hill called Bunker Hill, in 
Charlestown, be securely kept and defended, and also some 
one hill or hills on Dorchester N eek be likewise secured~ 
therefore resolved unanimously, that it be recommended to the 
Council of War that the above mentioned Bunker Hill be 
maintained by sufficient force being posted there ; and as the 
particular situation of Dorchester Neck is· ·unknown to this 
Committee1 they advise that the Council of War take and pur
sue tmch steps respecting; the same, as to them shall appear to 
he for the secnrity of tbis C'olony." On the same day it "-a~ 

.," 
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ordered, " thal Captain Benjamin White and Colonel Joseph 
Palmer be a committee to join with the committee from the 
Council of War, to proceed to the Roxbury camp, there to 
consult with the general officers on matters of importance, and 
to communicate to them a resolve this day. passed, in this 
Committee, respecting Bunker Hill in Charlestown, and Dor
chester N eek." The Provincial Congress prepared an elo
quent and energetic answer to Gov. Gage's proclamation, to be 
issued on the 16th of June, in which Gov. Gage and Admiral. 
Graves are excepted from the general amnesty, to respond to 
the proscription of Hancock and Adams ; but this paper con
test was forgotten in the bloody battle which ensued. 

THE BATTLE. 

ON the 16th of June '75, the sun fell with its full force on the 
American camp,* the earth was })arched up, but the vigorous 
frames and patriotic spirit of the soldiers were prnof against its 
influence. With the advice of the Council of "\Var, General 
Ward issued orders to Col. William Prescott, Col. Bridge, and 
the commandant of Frye'st regiment, to be prepared for an 
expedition, with all their men fit for service, and one day's 
provisions. The same order issued for one hundred and twen
ty of Gen, Putnam's regiment, and Capt. Gridley's company 
of artillery with two field pieces. 

With these troops Col. Prescott was ordered to proceed to 
Charlestown in the evening, take possession of Bunker Hill, 
and erect the requisite fortifications to defend it. His orders 
were to be kept profoundly secret, and provisions and refresh
ments were to be sent in the morning, with as many more 

·. * Gen. Ward's ca~p wns the town of Cambridge and vicinity ; the sol
d1e,rs were quartered in Colleges, and whatever buildiaa-s they could find to 
shelter them fo~ a mile or two around, especially the ~ountry seats of r,.,fu. 
gees. ,The Episcopal ·churr.h was used for barracks, and the organ pipes 
melted rnto bullets ; to our ancestors the whizzing of a ball against the enpmy 
was more agreeable music than the profane strains of a church organ they 
had quite as little tespect for Episcopal churches as the enemy had for' puri
tanical meeting houses. 

t Col. Frye was ill with gout, Pres. of a Court Martial, and a much older ofii• · 
cer than Prescott. · 
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tr.oops as should be necessary to reinforce him. Three of 
Bridge's companies did not join the detachment, but one or 
two small fatigue parties from other regiments joining, the 
whole amounted to about 1000 men. 

They were assem~led early in the evening and attended a 
solemn prayer on Cambridge Common, offered up by the Re,,. 
President Langdon, of Harvard College. 

Not an officer in the army could have been -selected better 
deserving the honor of the appointment, or more able to exe
cute the arduous enterprise, than Col. Prescott. In this vet
eran, age already began to display its ravages ; but the fire of 
his youth was undamped. He was of Pepperell, and early left 
in affluence by the decease of his father. He soon received a 
commission in the provincial army, and, with many of his neigh
bourhood, who enlisted, joined the forces under Gen. Winslow, 
and assisted in the conquest of Nova Scotia. His military 
talents attracted admiration, and he was urged by the British 
offieers to accept a commission in the royal army. Bnt he 
would not consent to be separated from his brave soldiers and 
eountrymen, and returned to his estate. 'fhe soldiers, who 
had served under him, still continued to consider him their 
head. Like the chief of a feudal clan, he received them all 
with open doors at his hospitable mansion, and in the habits he 
had acquired in camps his property was expended for their 
relief, comfort, or entertainment, as freely as they were ready 
on every occasion to shed their blood under his command. He 
was now a member of the Mass. Congress. 

His figure was tall and commanding, and his countenance 
grave, ardent, and impressive as his character. ,vith this 
presence, and his formidable sword, he needed no uniform to 
distinguish him as a leader. In a simple calico frock be head
ed the detachment which left camp at dark, and proceeded to 
Charlestown. Col. Prescott led the way with two sergeants, 
having dark lanterns open only to the rear, about six paces in 
front of the troops. 

Gen. Putnam, having the principal direction and superinten• 
dence of the expedition, and the chief engineer, Col. Gridley, 
accompanied the detachment. Putnam's eldest son was a 
Capt. under him ; his youngest, only 1G years old, a volunteer, 
tells us, " At sunset my father said to me, ' . .you will go to 
I\Irs. lnman's to-night as usual ; stay there to-morrow, and· if 
they find it necessary to le.ave town, you must go with them.'
From this order, and attending circumstances, I knew there 
was to he a military mo,·ement, in which my father would par
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ticipate. l\Iy imagination figured him as mangled with wo.un.ds, 
and no one to aid him ; and I earnestly entreated perm1ss1on 
to accompany him. ' You, dear father,' I said, ' may need my 
assistance much more than l\Irs. Inman, pray let me go where 
you are going.' ' No, no, Daniel, do as I have bid you,' was 
the reply, wbich he affected to give ste.rnly, while, his voice 
folte red and his eyes Glied, as if entering into my feelings, he 
added, ' You can do little, my son, where I · am going, and 
there will be enough to take care of me.' " His son reluctant• 
ly obeyed. 

Profound mystery hung over the object of the expedition 
till they crossed Charlestown neck and found the wagons load
ed with intrenching tools, fascines, gabions, and empty 
hogsheads. 

The officers were hastening to order arms to be stackedi 
and the fortifications commenced, when a most serious confu
sion arose as to the point to be fortified. None of tl1e heights 
excepting Bunker's were yet distinguished by name, and thi& 
was expressly designated as the one to be fortified ; though the 
most commanding and defensible position, it was too far from 
the enemy to annoy their army and sl1ipping ; Breed's Hill 
was far better adapted to the important objects of the expedi
tion, and better suited the adventurous spirit of the command
ing officers. Their most invaluable moments were wasted 
without coming to a conclusion, though the \vary and scientifio 
engineer again and again urged them to determine at once on 
the ground, or it would be impossible to complete the requisite 
fortifications.* 

Breed's Hill was at length concluded on, and Gridley laid 
out the works immediately with skill which would honor any 
engineer in the highest advance of military science. The re
doubt on the summit of the hill was about eight rods square. 
The strongest side, or front, in form of a redan, faced Charles-. 
town, protecting the south side of the hill. The eastern side 
commanded a very extensive field, and a breastwork ran in a 
line with it north down to the slough ; between the south end 

.. Gov. Brooks's statement. 
-~Ja~s. C?11gress, in th,, hurry o_f the times, say, Br!'ed's Hill was taken by 

rm.take. I here could be no n11stake. l'utnam, as we know from bis soa 
and Stephen Codman Esq.,-and Gridley, as we know from Col. Henshaw 
had .Previously reconnoitred the ground. That Bunker Hill was ordered to'be 
fortified i. certain from Gov. Brooks and the vote copied from the records. of 
Cong. on ou~ 17th p11ge. Congre~s meant to say; delicately, the order to forti

. fy Bunker U,ll was not complied with. . 
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of the breastwork ana the redoubt was a narrow passage way 
or sally port, protected in front by a blind, and an open passage 
way in the north side of the redoubt. It was determined, at 
the samo time, that a work should be erected on Buuker Hill 
as a new post and rallying point to resort to, should the enemy 
drive them from the first, and for the protection of the rear. 

A large guard, Capt. l\Iaxwe]l and his company, some Con~ 
necticut and other troops were detached to the shore of 
Charlestown to observe every movement of the enemy.* 

The works marked out, tools were distributed to the men ; 
but midnight arrived before the first spade entered the ground.t 
These brawny yeomen, however, were working for their lives 
ns well as their liberties, and performed prodigies of labour. 
They were instructed and stimulated by Putnam, Prescott, and 
other officers, among whom was Maj. Brooks, distinguished by 
the well deserved confidence of the army. Just entered on 
manhood, he relinquished a lucrative profession, commenced 
his military career at the battle of Lexington, as Maj. of 
Bridge's regiment, and received the same rank in the army. 
He had been called home by sickness in his family, and receiv
ed no order to march with his regiment ; but the danger of his 
fellow soldiers was a sufficient summons, and he hastened to 
join his corps, which he overtook at the neck. 

It was clear starlight, and the proximity of the enemy de
manded vigilant observation. Col. Prescott proceeded to the 
shore with l\Iaj. Brooks to reconnoitre them. Every thing was 
quiet ; they distinctly heard the enemy relieving guard, and 
were rejoiced at the welcome· cry from the sentries, however 
unfounded, " All's well !,, 

The men quietly at· their labours, Gen. Putnam repaired to 
his camp to prepare for the anticipated crisis, by bringing on 
reinforcements, and to be fresh mounted; his furious riding re
quired a frequent change of horses. 
· Watchful as Argus, Prescott could hardly imagine that the 
enemy were so negligent of military caution, as to suffer his 
powerful force to approach their very threshold unobserved.· 
He advanced anew to examine their situation ; again all was 
quiet, and the guard from the shore of Charlestown was or
dered in. 

The blazing sun, however, began his approaches, and the 
grey of the morning was dissipated. The veil was lifted· 

• The countersign this night was " Domingo." 
t l\fass. Cong. 
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from the astonished eyes of the British, but they would hardly 
credit their senses on perceiving their daring enemy above 
them, overlooking their position, with formidable works, which 
had sprung up as if by enchantment. The cannon of. the 
Lively opened on the Americans, and · roused their country
men from secure repose, to participate in the same surprise 
and astonishment. 

Gen. Gage was thunderstruck at the unwelcome information, 
and sent an immediate summons to his officers to meet him in 
a council of war.* 

Some other frigates, floating batteries, the Somerset line of 
battle ship, a formidable battery of the heaviest pieces, and a 
mortar on Copps Hill, opened a tremendous fire on the Amer
icans, sufficient to appal even veteran troops. 

This fire was for some time without effect, but the men ven
turing in front of the works, one of them was killed by a can
non shot. t A subaltern informed Col. Prescott, and inquired 
of him what should be done. . " Bury him," he was told.
" \Vhat," said the astonished officer, " without prayers !" A 
chaplain, who was present, insisted on performing service over 
this first victim, and collected many of the soldiers around him, 
heedless of peril. Prescott ordered them to disperse ; but re
ligious enthusiasm prevailing, the chaplain again collected his 
congregation, when the deceased was ordere_d to be taken and 
buried in the ditch. At this time a number of the men went 
off and never returned. 

To dispel the terror which this death occasioned, Prescott 
mounted on the works, and directed the labor. Heedless of 
all the fire of the enemy, he was wrought up to the highest 
pitch of enthusiasm, and transferred his own exaltation into ev
ery private under him. Owing to the oppressive heat, and the 
vehemence of his address, his bald head was exposed entirely 
?ncovered, waving his sword, he sometimes upbraided his men 
m anger, and sometimes encouraged them with approbation and 
hu1;1our. Perf~ctly understanding his countrymen, they were 
entirely under his control ; the great Suwarrow was never more 
n~gligent of his pe~sonal appearance, and never inspired his 
faithful followers with a confidence more implicit or better de
served. 

G~n. Gage, reconnoitring the enemy, handed his telescope 
to Willard, a mandamus counsellor, and inquired of him, " who 

• In the old State J,ouse. 
t Pollard, of Billerica. 
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" is that officer commanding ?" He instantly recognized his 
brother-in-law, Col. Prescott. " Will he fight ?" asked Gage. 
" Yes, sir, depend upon it, to the last drop of blood in him, 
" but I canuot answer for his men," was the reply. 

When the patriotic priest found that his professional services 
were out of place, he bravely buckled on the armor of flesh, 
volunteered as a soldier in the ranks, and fought with distin
guished bravery.* 

The sufferings of the men were great ; the heat was exces
sive ; during a sleepless night they had unremittingly labored, 
without even water, and their small stock of provisions was ex
hausted. Their officers felt for them, and wished Col. Pres
cott to send to Cambridge a request to be relieved. He con
vened a council of war, but instantly crushed the slightest hope 
of a relief. " The enemy would not dare attack them, and if 
" they did would be defeated. The men who had raised the 
" works were the best qualified to defend them. They had al
" ready learned to despise the fire of the enemy. They had 
" the merit of the labor, and should enjoy the honor of the 
" victory." \Vith renewed ardor the men continued their 
labors. 

Capt. Nutting with some troops was ordered into Charles
town, near the ferry, by Col. Prescott, to guard against the en
emy's approach on that side. 

Gen. Gage met his officers in council. They did not hesi
tate as to the indispensable l)ecessity of driving the enemy from 
their formidable position, but found it impossible to agree on the 
mode of attack. Gen. Clinton and Gen. Grant advocated at
tacking the enemy in rear. " Their men could embark at the 
" bottom of the common in boats, land at Charlestown Neck, 
" under protection of a fire from the floating batteries and fri
" gates, and would have the enemy in their po,ver ;" and this 
appeare1 to be the prevailing opinion. But Gen. Gage would 
not adopt a measure so adventurous. It was perhaps opposed 
to well founded military rules and the dictates of prudence. 
They would have exposed themselves between two armies, one 
of them superior to their own in number, and the other strong
ly posted and fortified ; they might have been attacked in front 
and rear, and been completely surrounded indeed, without 
the possibility of a retreat being secured to them in case of 
disaster. It was finally determined to land and attack thC' 
enemy in front. 

* Tiev. Jno. Martio,see note H. 
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At daybreak Putnam directed Lieut. Clark to seii<l to Gen. 
\Vard for a horse. The lieut. went himself, but the general's 
impatience could not await an answer. On his return he found 
him mounted and departing. The summoHs from the Lively had 
frustrated his intention of carrying on the reinforcement him
self; he rerninde<l Gen. Ward, however, t!rnt the fate of the 
expedition depended on his being reinforced immediately, ac
cording to the preconcerted plan, and flew to join liis men on 
the hill. · 

The result of Gage's council of war soon became apparent. 
The enemy were observed moving with rapidity through the 
streets of Boston ; a corps of dragoons, manmuvring \Vithin view 
of the Americans, suddenly galloped off their parade ground ;* 
the rattling of artillery carriages and wagons was heard, and 
every note of preparation for a military movement. · Prescott, 
then believing the enemy would hazard an attack, was de
lighted ; "'Now, my boys, we shall have a fight, and shall beat 
" them too," he observed. Fearless himself, he thought the 
world so too, and his conlidence was too implicit in the raw 
troops and inexperienced commanders just collecting only, and 
hardly to be considered an army. . . 

It was nine o'clock ; the men were exhausted from hunger, 
thirst, fatigue, and want of sleep. Putnam .had again repairnd 
to Cambridge to procure provisions and a reinforcement become 
indispensable, but neither one nor the other had arrived.. Col. 
Prescott called another council of war ; he refused, as before; 
to hear a word about displacing his men, but consented to send 
again for refreshments and a reinforcement. l\Iaj. Brooks was 
selected to proceed to Cambridge and wait on Gen. Ward for 
this purpose. For greater expedition he was directed to taka 
one of the artil~ery horses, but the order ""·as vehemently oppo
sed by Capt. G_ridley, wl:o feared for the safety of his pieces. 
Prescott then dtrected him to proceed on foot, with as tnuch 
despatch as possible. He arrived at head quarters about IO 
and made known l!is instruct~ons t<_> Ward. The general hes; 
tated as to the policy of sendmg remforcements to Charlestown; 
and doubted whether the intention of the enemy was to make 
his attack on that point. The scanty depots of ammunition1 

ordnance stores, and materiel of every species . belongin"' to 
the army, on which the salvation of the country depended, 
were at Cambridge and ·Watertown, and he presumed the enc

,. The scite of the present Hospit~J. 
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my designed to seize the present opportunity to make an attack 
at head quarters and gain possession of these stores. 

The Committee of Safety were sitting at the same house* in 
which the general quartered, and he communicated to 
them the information and request brought by .l\Iaj. Brooks.
Richard Devens,t of Charlestown, was one of the committee ; 
from deep anxiety for the success of the expedition and the 
protection of his native to,rn from the inroad of the enemy, his 
importunity with the general and the committee for an ample 
reinforcement was impassioned and vehement, and his opinion 
partially prevailed ; the committee recommended a reinforce
ment, and the general consented that orders should be des
patched immediately to Cols. Reed and Stark, at Medford, to 
join Prescott's detachment with the New Hampshire troops. 

Gen. \Varren, Chairman of the Committee of Safety, was 
present. The day before he had officiated as President of 
Congress at \Vatertown, and had passed the night there in the 
accumulated concerns of the public. His friend, Hon. Elbridge 
Gerry, having learned the determination to occupy and forti(y 
Bunker llill, remonstrated with him against the glaring impru
dence of the enterprize, with our feeble resources. " We had 
" not powder sufficient to maintain the desperate conflict which 
·" must ensue, and should all be cut to pieces." \Varren con
fessed he entertained the same opinion ; but it was determined 
otherwise, and he was resolved to share the fate of his coun
trymen. His friend conjured him not to expose his invalua
ble life where his destruction would be useless and inevitable. 
··" I know it," said the hero, "but I live within sound of the 
" cannon, and should die. were I to remain at home while my 
" fellow citizens are shedding their blood for me." " As 
"sure as you go, you will be slain," repeated Gerry. \Varren's 
final answer was, " Dulce et dAcorum est pro patria mori."+ He 
arrived at Cambridge by daylight, sick with nervous headache, 
and threw himself on the bed. On receiving information that 
the enemy were coming out, Ward sent to notify him. He 
arose immediately, declared " his headache was gone," and 
after meeting with the Committee of Safety, mounted his horse, 
and with his fusil and sword repaired to the post of danger. · 

At eleven, the New Hampshire troops received orders from 
Cambridge ; but not being provided with ammunition, were quite 

·• Now Dr. Holmes's house. 
t Devens, afterward commissary general, mount€d an officer's horse, and 

used his pistols to press teams to curry on provi~ions, but the Briti~h cannon 
prevented their arriving.

t Senior Pre;;. Adams. 
4 
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unprepared to obey them.. Every man _was immediately i;up
plied with two flints, and a gill of powder with fifteen _balls to form 
into cartridges, but nearly all of them were destitute of car
tridge boxes, employing powder-horns only ; and scarcely any 
two of their guns agreeing in calibre, they were obliged to ham
mer tl1cir balls to a proper size for the pieces. The companies 
posted at Chelsea, were immediately recalled. ·· 

About noon, at the long wharf in Boston, twenty eight barges 
were filled with the principal part of the first detachment of 
British troops, consisting of the 5th, 38th, 43d, and 52d battal
ions of infantry, ten companies of grenadiers, and ten of Lt. In
fantry. Some of these troops were taken from the transports, 
and were to land now foi:.. the first time since their voyage, not 
like Antreus to gather new strength from the earth, but to shed 
their life's blood on her bosom. The barges formed in two 
parallel lines of single files, six resplendent pieces of cannon, 
and howitzers in the bows of the leading boats, with the gor
geous uniform, and brilliant armour of the troops, throwing 
back the splendour of the sun, a!' if in rivalry : they move in 
exact time and perfect order, and about one, land at Morton's 
point ; the novel and alarming spectacle filling the Americans 
with dismay. 

Immediately on landing they discovered a disastrous mis
take, most of the cannon balls sent over, were too large for 

·· the pieces ; they were immediately sent back, and a new supply 
obtained. At the same time, Gen. Howe, the commander, dis
covering on his near approach the formidable nature of the en
emy's position, their present numbers and the troops marching 
on, requested a reinforcement of Gen. Gage. These first troops, 
whil~ waiting for the remainder of the detachment, were entirely 
unmolested, and very quietly dined, most of them for the last time, 
from their crowded and cumbrous knapsacks. About two, the 
remainder of the forces leave ,vinnisirnit ferry, in the same for
midable array of barges, and land at l\Iorton's Point ; and soon 
afterward the reinforcements, a few companies of grenadiers and 
light infantry, the forty seventh battalion, a battalion of marines, · 
except a few of this corps who were preparing to embark, land 
under the eastern end of Breed's Hill, at l\Iadlin's shipyard, the 
present navyyard. All these troops cannot be estimated at less 
than five thousand ; if the corps were but half full, there were 
four thousand three hundred and fifty. While the enemy were 
landing, Putnam ordered Capt. Knmvlton, with the Connecti
cut troops, to take post behind a rail fence, which ran across the 
tongue of land, from Mystic river to the road, about two hun
dred and fifty yards. ln front of this line of fence, were some 
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apple-trees, and a few also in the rear. The{e troops pulled 
up the neighbouring fences, and placing them near the one at 
which they were posted, threw in the new mown grass between. 
A small part of this fence, had stones under the rails, to ihe 
height of two feet ; the whole formed only t!.ie shadow of n 
protection. This rail fence ,vas 190 yar<ls in rear of the breast
work, and 80 yards in rear of the slough, leaving a very exten
sive opening between the breastwork and rail fence, by which , 
the left flank of the troops at the breastwork was exposed to
the enemy's fire, and about 100 yards between the slough and 
rail fence, open to the advance of infantry ; the only defence 
being a few standing trees, stones, or whatever could be found 
on the spot. This was the key of the American position. 

The detachments in Charlestown were now recalled by Pres
cott, and took post at a cart way, ,vhich ran from the road to 
the southeastern angle of the redoubt. They placed the fences 
together, and threw in grass, as was done on the left. 

The thundering cannonade of the enemy soon spread the in
formation of an approaching engagement. The Americans in 
the neighbourhood flocked to the scene, and the soldiers volun
tarily ran to arms, and entreated to be led against the foe. 
Col. Little's regiment had lately arrived from Essex and the 
officers were not commissioned ; without awaiting orders, they 
left their quarters in l\Ienotomy and Cambridge, marched t() 

Gen. \V ard and tendered their services.- The Connecticut 
troops were equally anxious to join their general ; they were 
all antler arms, and sent to head quarters for orders. But 
\Vard informed them, they had already the post of J10nor, as· 
the British were expected to land near lnman's farm, their pres
ent position. The brave New Hampshire troops, at the same 
post, under Col. Sargent, were also as earnest to be led against 
the enemy, and the Col. sent the most pressing requests to 
\Yard for permission to conduct them on. 

Capt. Callender with his artillery company was ordered to 
the Hill, and, for greater caution, Gardner's Regiment was 
marched to Patterson's station, at the opening of the road to 
Lechmere Point, there to wait further orders. Doolittle's Re
giment had been stationed on the Charlestown road the nigh~ 
before, and was a little in ad,·ance of them. 

Prescott had stretched the endurance and exertions of his 
detachment to the utmost of the human constitution. They 
had thrown up a defence good against muskets, and most of it 
against artillery. But the commanding summit of Bunker 
Hill, of vital importance in case of a retreat, was not yet fortifi
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cd, though Putnam, mortified at the neglect of a po:ition on 
which his success and reputation depended, had been mcessant 
and unwearied in his efforts to have it accomplished ; but in 
vain, as no reinforcements arrived. At length he ordered off 
a large detachment from the Redoubt with the intrenching tools 
to break ground there. From experience, under the most dis

. tinguished masters of the day, he perfectly comprehended the 
importance of intrenching, seemed to have seized intuitively the 
learned maxims of Cresar, and to anticipate the result of such 
modern defences as Jackson's. l\Iost of the detachment, or
dered off with the tools, never returned to the lines. 

Putnam, on perceiving the preparations of the enemy for an 
attack, again hastened to Cambridge for reinforcements, and 
had to pass through a galling enfilading fire of round, bar, and 
chain shot, which thundered across the neck from the Glasgow 
frigate in the channel of Charles River, and two floating batte
ries hauled close to the shore. He learned from Gen. Ward 
the orders which had been sent to the New Hampshire troops 
at 1\Iedford, and immediately returned to his post . 

. At last, the New Hampshire troops arrived ; it was the poli
cy of Stark to march his men slowly, observing, that " one 
" fresh man in battle is better than ten fatigued ones." Put
nam reserved a part of this force to throw up the work on 
Bunker Hill, and ordered the remainder to press on to the lines 
as quick as possible, and join the Connecticut troops at the rail 
fence. Stark encouraged them by a short, spirited address, 
ordered three cheers to animate them, a1id they moved on rap
idly to the line. · 
, The intention of the enemy being now clearly pronounced 
by their landing in Charlestown, Gen. Ward, reserving still his 
own regiment, Putnam's, Sargent's, Patterson's, Gardner's and 
part of Bridge's, from his excessive caution lest an attack 
should be made at Cambridge, despatched the remainder of 
the troops* as a reinforcement to Charlestown. The enemy 
directed a schooner, with 5 or 600 men on board, to the Cam
bridge shore, as if aware of this tender point; but the wind and 
tide proving unfavorable to this landing, they returned. t 
. Nea~ five thousand British troops had now landed, under the 
immediate command of Gen. Howe, distinguished, like all his 

• Gen. W~rd had a hogshead of rum before his quarters which was sf'rve,l 
~o ~~: solrliers bi,fore they left the common. By a resolve ~f i\Ia;;s. Congress, 
pm .could be allowed the men by a Gen. officer only and on extraord1nar.,.

occas1ons. . · ' J 

t Col. P. D. Sargent. 
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family, for undaunted bravery. Under him were Gen. Pigot, 
Cols. Nesbit, Abercrombie, Clarke ; l\lajors Butler, Williams, 
Bruce, Spendlove, Smelt, l\litchell, Pitcairn, Short, Small and 
Lord Rawdon, all officers of renown. The troops were in col
umns, waiting the signal to advance. They and the enemy op
posed to them, were in a vast amphitheatre of nature, formed 
by those lofty hills which rise from Boston bay and surround
ed them. These towering heights overlooked both armies, and 
were covered by Americans, who had been brought from a dis
tance, by their anxious· curiosity, to witness a scene so sublime, 
and learn the event of a contest, on which the fate of a new 
world depended ; and many of them from a deeper interest in· 
the fate of a parent, a brother or husband engaged. The 
heights and the steeples in Boston were crowded in the same 
manner, by the inhabitants and the British military ; and many 
a soldier's wife witnessed the events, with a melancholy fore
boding that she was left a widow, and her home three thousand 
miles across the ocean. The prospect was rendered still more 
terrific by a tremendous cannonade and bombardment from 
Boston, which opened on the camp at Roxbury to contain the 
Americans at their post, who were there under arms. This, 
added to the continued roar of the batteries and shipping on 
the side of Charlestown, and the battle was commencing. 
The whole formed a scene beyond the reach of the human im
agination. 

The British artillery on l\lorton's Hill opened on the Amer
icans ; Col. Prescott ordered the men to keep under cover of 
the works, but Lieut. Spaulding standing by his side, had his 

·head completely shattered by a ball. Gridley's pieces which 
had fired a few useless shot from the redoubt against Copps 
Hill and the shipping, were now ordered out ; there were no 
embrasures, and the slight platform was broken. They were 
carried with Callender's to the space between the breastwork 
and rail fence, and returned the fire of the British, which serv
ed at least the important purpose of keeping the enemy in 
respect, who secured themselves under the eastern side of 
l\Iorton's Hill. The artillery companies were just enlisted from 
the infantry, and grossly ignorant of their duty ; this arm re
quires science, experience, and knowledge of position. The 
officers complained that their cartridges were unsuitable for the 
pieces ; Gridley drew off his to the rear, one of them being al
ready disabled in the unequal contest with the British batte
ries· and field pieces ; and Callender was marching off o\·er 
Bunker Hill to a secure place for preparing his ummunitio~ in 
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safety, when Putnam met him and was fired i~ith _iudignatiou 
at this appearance of a retreat. He ordered him mstantly to 
his post ; Callender remonstrated, Lut Putnam threatened him 
with instant death if he hesitated, and compelled him to return. 
His men, however, were disgusted. with a part of the service 
they did not understand ; most of them had muskets, and min
gled with the infantry ; the pieces were entirely deserted and 
left on Bunker llill, from which position they were fired a few 
times on the enemy. . 

Col. Little arrived with his troops ; Putnam ordered them 
to their posts, Captain ·warner's company to the rail fence on 
the right of the redoubt, Captain Perkins' to the exposed po
sition between the breastwork and rail fence on the left, the re
mainder found their places in the line. Col. Jonathan Brewer,. 
who had been a ranger in the French war ; Col. Nixon,. 
who had served in the same war ; Col. Woodbridge ; and 
Maj. Moore of Doolittle's Regiment, the Col. and Lieut. 
Col.. being absent,-brought on their troops, each about 300 
men: Col. Woodbridge sent a detachment off to the right, in 
the main street of Charlestown, and carried orders to :Maj. 
l\Ioore to do the same, who accordingly sent one. under 
Capt. Wheeler. Col. Reed sent a detachment also, under 
Capt. Crosby. 

Col. Scammans, with a large Regiment from Maine,* was 
ordered by Gen. Ward to go where the fighting was ;f he ac
cordingly marched to Lechmere point, understanding from 
some one on the Charlestown road that the enemy were land-· 
ing there. On his arrival, he was undeceived by Gen. Whit
comb, who advised him to march to the Hill. From an egre
gious error, or deficiency of spirit, he went to Cobble Hill in
stead of Breed's, and took post in that perfectly useless po
sition.t 

The veteran Gen. Pomeroy heard the pealing arti!Iery, 
which seemed to invite him to battle ; he was a soldier too 
brave, and a patriot too ardent, to resist a summons so agree
able. He requested a horse of Gen. Ward, to carry him to 
the ~eld ; d~light_ed at an aid so important, one was instantly 
supplied. With his musket, he repaired immediately to the 

~ Whom he callt•d " Yorkshire Boys." He came from Saco, but, before 
this, had belonged to Haverhill. 

t JP.r. Hill, Esq. of Saco, heard the order. 

. ; Lieut. Morgan Lewi~ belonged to this Rcgt. sioce then aGen. of the a~my
iii the late war, and Gov. of the State of New York. · · 
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neck ; inquiring of a sentry posted there, and viewing the 
ground and the tremendous fire across, he was alarmed, not 
for himself but for the horse he had borrowed ; he delivered 
him to a sentinel, and coolly marched across. He advanced to 
'the .rail fence, his approach gave new confidence to the men; 
they received him with the highest exultation, and the name of 
Pomeroy rang through the line. In early life he had been an 
ingenious mechanic,. and many a soldier was supplied with 
arms of his manufacture. Had Vulcan supplied the Gre
cians with armor, and ~ppeared in their ranks, they could not 
have been more certain of victory. 

The British now formed their columns, with their field train 
in centre, ready to advance on the American line. 

Capt. Ford arrived with his company. He served under the 
veteran Lieut. Col. Parker and l\laj. Brooks, had learned the 
duties of a soldier, and signalized himself in Lexington battle 
by killing five of the enemy. He was proceeding down Bun
ker Hill, when Putnam met him and was delighted with an aid 
so opportune ; Callender's deserted cannon were on the hill, 
and he ordered Capt. Ford with his company to draw them 
to the line. The ~ptain remonstrated that " his men were 
" entirely ignorant of the discipline and management of artil
" lery." But the general pen:isting in his order, he obeyed ; 
his company moved with the cannon, accompanied by the gen
eral himself, to the rail fence. 

Putnam was now joined by Warren, to whom, he observed, 
" I'm sorry to serJ you here, Gen. Warren. I wish you had 
" left the day to us, as I advised you, from appearances we 
" shall have a sharp time of it ; but since you are here, I'll 
" receive your orders with pleasure." \Varreo replied : " I 
" came only as a volunteer ; I know nothing of your disposi
" tions, and will not Interfere with them ; tell me where I can 
"be most useful," Putnam, intent on his safety, directed him 
to the redoubt, observing, " you will be covered there."
" Don't think," said \Varren, " I come here to seek a place of 
" safety ; but tell me where the onset will be most furious.''
Putnam again pointed to the redoubt ; " that," sai<l he, " is the 
" enemy's object, Prescott is there, and will do his duty, and 
" if it can be defended, the day is ours ; but, from long experience 
" of the character of the enemy, I think they will ultimately 
" succeed and drive us from the works, though, from the 
" mode of attack they have chosen, we shall be able to do them 
" infinite injury, and we must be prepared for a brave and or
" derly retreat when we can maintain our ground no longer." 
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Warren assented to his opinions, and, promising to be governed 
by them, went to the redoubt. The soldiers received him with 
loud hurras. Prescott offered him the command ; but he had 
not yet received his commission, and tendered his services to 
the Col. as a volunteer, observing, " He was happy to learn· 
" &ervice from a soldier of experience."* 

The field-pieces of the enemy opened furiouslyt on the 
works, the signal for their army to move. Their columns ad
vanced slowly, aud halted at intervals, to give the artillery an 
opportunity to render a passage over the works practicable.f 
Howe, remarkably tall, and a prominent mark, advanced two 
hundred yards in front of the troops to reconnoitre,!! 

I 
The American drums beat to arms. Putnam left his works; 

commenced on Bunker Hill, and led the troops into action. 
The tune of the Americans at Bunker Hill was Yankee Doodle, 
it was now first employed by them, but .was to · become 
their favourite national air, and the far-famed harbinger of vic
tory on the land, the lake, and the ocean.t · 

Capt. Walker,§ one of the bravest of the bravef beat up for 
volunteers to accompany him down into Charlestown to hang 
on the left flank of the enemy. He had been detailed for 
guard duty the day before, and his company had been sent on 
without him under the Lieut. The picket guard, of which he 
was the commander, had not been relieved on the day of tl1e 
battle, and he could not brook the misfortune of being drawn 
for a place of safety, when his country required l1is services in 
the place of death. He made use of the most earnest persua
sions with his Lieut. by repeated messengers, to exchange pla
ces with him, till at length he succeeded. He now collected 
about 50 kindred spirits, whom he led down as a forlorn hope 
on the enemy's left, and gave them five or six rounds with the 
most deadly execution. But the little desperate band were 
soon driven in with severe loss. The Capt. however escaped, 
and was determin~d to tempt fate again by another daring at
tack_ on the opposite flank of the enemy. He had the sagacity 
to d1scov~r the danger of their turning our left, by the shore of 
the l\Iystic, and changed his attack to that quarter ; but was 
wounded and taken prisoner with Frost, one of his company, 

" This conversation we have from Col. Putnam and most of it Jikewi ·e 
fr.om Dr. Jeffries, to whom it was ,·elated by Lie~t. Col. Parker, dressed ;y
lum at the rt>doubt, the next day, on a fascine. 

+ Stedman, Marshall, Gage, and all authorities. 


t Note K. II Dr. Jeffries: § Of Chelmsford. 
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who was very badly wounded at the sanie · time. They were 
carried to Boston jail, where the Capt. died of his wounds ; 
but Frost has esoaped through all his perils, and yet. lives to 
tell us.* 

The British right wing, consisting of the. fifth regiment, one 
of grenadiers, and another of light infantry, move under cover 
of the tongue of land, at the foot of it display, and advance in 
front toward the rail fence; excepting nine of th!') light companies, 
who move by the right flank on the shore of the l\Iystic to turn 
the American left. This attack was led by Gen. Howe. t 

'I'he left wing, composed of the fifty-second reg;iment, thirty-. 
eighth, thirty-fifth, forty-seventh, three grenadier and. three. 
light companies, and the marines, under cover of Dreed's Hill, 
display, and are led by Gen. Pigot against the redoubt and 
breastwork. 

On a sudden, as they were advancing: the fire from their ar
tillery ceased ; Howe sent to inquire into the cause of this ill
timed remission, and learned, that owing to a fatal blunder, the 
cannon-balls sent over, were too large for the pieces; but that' 
they had grape-shot ; and he ordered them forward to maintain 
their fire with grape.t 

The British lines soon opened to view, and the American 
marksmen are with difficulty restrained from firing. Putnam 
rode through the line, and ordered that no one should fire till 
they arrived wi.hin eight rods, nor any one till commanded. 
" Powder was scarce and must not be wasted. They should 
" not fire at the enemy till they saw the whites of their eyes, 
" and then fire low, take aim at their waistbands. They were 
" all marksmen, and could kill a squirrel at a hundred yards ; 
" reserve their fire, and the enemy were all destroyed. Aim 
" at the handsome coats, pick off the commanders." The 
same orders were reiterated by Prescott at the redoubt, by 
Pomeroy, Stark, and all the veteran officers. · 

• Col. James Varuum, now of Dracutt, a serj<'ant in Colrnrn's company, was 
one of the volunteers with Walker on his first attack, an<l ha<l the top of his 
hat shot off, and two bullets through his jacket. See Note L. · 

t De Bcrniere, Conduct of the '\,Var by Howe, 1tn<l all authorific~.· 
At this time, in front of the cannon, the air was tilled with innumerable swal

lows. Another sight at this time was most tantalizing to the parched lips of 
the AmericanS·•·the enemy were supplied with large tnb~ of <irink to preparr. 
them for the onset. 

, Conduct of the War, by Howe, p. 1:-l. 



34 BUNKER HILL BATTLE. 

Putnam now, with the assistance of Captain For~'s comp~
ny, opened his artillery upon them. He had on tins day ~er
formed every species of service, and. now tur?ed .cannome:, 
with splendid success, and to the highest sat1sfact10n of his 
countrymen. Each company of artillery had ~ut twelve car
tridges, and these were soon expended.. He pomted the can
non himself, the balls took effect on the enemy, and one case 
of canister made a lane through them. As in l\Iilton's battle, 

" Foul dissipation followed and forced ront." 

With wonderful courage, however, the enemy closed their ranks. 
and coolly marched on to the attack. 

The enemy were within gunshot of the redoubt ; a few of 
the sharp shooters could not resist the temptation and fired.
Prescott was indignant at this contempt of his orders ; waving 
his sword, he swore instant death against the first who should 
disobey ; appealed to their well-known confidence in him, and 
promised to give them orders at the proper moment. His Lt. 
Col. Robinson, who, with Col. Buttrick, haa gallantly led the. 
troops at Concord, ran round the top of the parapet, and threw 
up the muskets. 

The enemy now at eight rods distance only, the deadly 
muskets were levelled. Prescott commanded his men to take 
good aim, be sure of their mark, and fire. He was effectually 
obeyed. Nearly the whole front rank was swept away, and 
many a gallant officer laid low. 

As the cloud of smoke passed away, the ground was seen 
covered with dead, and the wounded and dying exerting their last, 
feeble remains of strength to crawl out of the line, many on 
their hands and knees, to save themselves. The enemy, how
ever, were countrymen of those who gave the fire, and received 
it with the same cool courage with which it was given. Rank _ 
succeeded rank, and returned the fire, but the odds was fear
ful ; the Americans were well protected by the works ; the ef
forts and courage of the enemy were in vain, and with surly 
reluctance they were at last compelled to retreat, as they were 
commanded to do by Gen. Pigot himself.* 

Warren animated and encouraged the men, and with the 
rest of the officers, set them an example with his musket; there 
was scarcely an officer of any rank, excepting Putnam and 
Prescott, without one . 

. * Conduct of the War by Gen. Howe, p. 13. 
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The British right wing arrived, about the time of this attack 
on the redoubt to within one hundred yards of the Americans. 
They were throwing down a fence,* when a few marksmen 
fired on them. Putnam was enraged at this disobedience of 
an order on which the salvation of the army depended ; he 
rode to the spot, with his drawn sword threatening to cut down 
the first who dared to fire again without ·orders. The dis
charge from these · few muskets, however, drew the fire from 
the enemy's line,f which continued moving on, and when about 
eight rods from the fence, the fatal order was given ; the fire of 
the Americans mowed them down, with the same terrible 
severity, as at the redoubt, the officers especially fell victims to 
their deadly aim. 

During this tremendous fire of musketry and roar of cannon, 
l\IcClary's gigantic voice was distinctly heard, animating and 
encouraging the men as though he would inspire every ball 
that sped, with his own fire and energy. 

The British fired their heaviest vollies of musketry with ad
mirable coolness and regularity, but without aim, at the Ameri
cans, and almost every ball passed harmless over them. Their 
artillery had stopped in the marsh near the brick kilns,! and 
produced little effect. This wing of the army having covered 
the ground with their dead, were at length compelled to retreat; 
and the hurra of victory re-echoed through the American line. 
So thorough was the defeat of the enemy, that many of them re
paired to their boats. Fortunately for the Americans, the ene
my neglected to charge with the bayonet; if, instead of display
ing and firing, they had filled the intervals between their col
umns with light troops to keep the Americans under the works 
by an incessant: fire and rushed on at the charge, they must 
have secured an easy victory, especially as the Americans al
most to a man were destitute of the bayonet. 

General Ward had by this time despatched reinforcements 
from Cambridge, but many of, them did not reach the field. 
The fire across the neck wore an aspect too terrific for raw 
troops to venture in it. Putnam flew to the spot to overcome 
their fears and hurry them on before the enemy returned. He 

* The fences were a formidable obstacle to the enemy's advance, a very 
great portion of the housekeepers in Charlestown having separate pasture& 
here. 

t Dr. Dexter. 
t These were numerous, for the sake of employing tl,e poor of Boston and. 

Charle.town, and doubtless prevented thP..advance of the cannon, 
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entreated, encouraged, and threatened them ; lashing his horse 
with the flat of his S\vord, he rode backwards and forward 
across the neck, the balls threw up clouds of dust about him, 
and the soldiers were perfectly convinced that he was in
vulnerable, but were not equally conscious of being so them
selves.* Some of these troops, however, ventured over. 

The battalion of artillery_ under :Maj. Gridley had proceeded 
but a few hundred yards down the road to Charlestown when 
they were halted, and this officer determined not to proceed 
to the hill, but wait and cover the retreat, which he considered 
inevitable. IIe was young, inexperienc~d, and totally inade
quate to the important command which had been conferred on 
him in compliment to his father, Col. Gridley. He was con
founded with the dangers and difficulties of his situation, and 
nernr recovered his self possession during the day. With his 
two famous brass pieces, which alone had horses attached to 
them; he advanced fartller down the road. While the artillery 
was ,halted in thi~ situation, Col. Frye, ( who was absent from 
his regiqient 6n. duty the day before, but the battle approaching, 
had found his way to the field,) riding from Charlestown gallop .. 
ed up to them, and demanded of the senior captain, t " why 
this_ unseasonable halt!" He was astonished at the reply, and 
ordered them instantly to the field. This veteran also animated 
their courage by the glorious recollection " this day thirty 
" years since, I was at the taking of Louisbourg when it was 
" surrendered to us ; it is a fortunate day for America, we 
" shall certainly beat the enemy." 
. The artiilery proceeded. Gridiey joined them ; but his 

aversion to entering into the engagement was invincible, and he 
ordered them on to Cobble Hill to fire at the Glasgow and 
floating batteries. The order was so palpably absurd, with 
their three pounders, that Capt. Trevett absolutely refused obe
dience, ordered his men to follow him, and marched for the 
lines. Gridley was· sensible his artillery would be hazarded 
without infantry to cover th~m. Col. l\Iansfield had been 
ordered with . his regiment !O reinforce the tr.oops at Charles-, 
town, bu_t bemg _peremp!only commanded by Gridley, whom 
he considered high military authority, to cover his pieces he 
complied in violation of his orders. · ' 

* :'he princip~l fact here is proved by the deposition of Mr. Samuel Bus• 
sett, the other circumstances by ornl testimony. 

t Capt. Trevett, from whom we Ltave this account. 
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Putnam left the neck for Bunker Hill, to bring up the rein
forcements. He there found Col. Gerrish with part of his reg
iment and other scattered troops. Gerrish had been a captain 
in the provincial army of '56, and was unwieldy from excessive 
corpulence ; the fatigue from his oppressive march, and active 
exertions to carry on his troops, was- too great for the faintness of 
his military ardour to overcome ; he declared that he was 
completely exhausted, and lay prostrate on the ground. The 
men were disorganized and dispersed on the west side of the 
pill, and covered by the summit from the fire. Putnam order
ed them on to the lines ; he entreated and threatened them, and 
some of the most cowardly he knocked down with his sword, 
but all in vain. The men complained they had not their offi
cers ; he offered to lead them on himself, but " the cannon_ 
" were deserted and they stood no chance without them." 
The battle indeed appeared here in all its horrors, the Brit
ish musketry fired high and took effect on this elevated hill, it 
was completely exposed to the combined fire from their ships, 
batteries, and field pieces, and their attention was forcibly at
tracted to it from a strong apprehension of its being fortified. 

The British General had now rallied and reorganized his 
heroic troops, who with undaunted bravery and firm unwaver
ing step appeared again before the murderous lines which had 
already compelled them to retreat. They had nearly the same 
obstacles to overcome as before, their cumbrous knapsacks . 
arms and accoutrements of 1251b weight,* tall unmown grass, and 
the sun blazing in front of them, they had to contend against, 
as well as an enemy their equals. One new obstacle, they had 
to pass, the dead bodies of their fellow-soldiers, which covered 
the ground ; but this served rather to stimulate them to still 
more daring efforts to revenge their fall, and some of them, 
with terrible desperation, piled up these dead bodies into a 
horrid breastwork to fire from. t 

Maj. Small, who had been sent ,to Boston for the purpose, 
returned with the last of the reinforcements, a few companie!: 
of the Marines, and was accompanied by an eminent surgeon 
Doct. Jeffries. 

The Americans were now more confident and perfect than 
before in a manreuvre which had been crowned with success. 
It was indeed perfectly simple, but equally fatal to the foe. 

* Stedman. 
t This fact is unquestionable ; we have it from a most respectable eye wit· 

uess, Mr. Smith, of Salem. 
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They received order~ to reserve their .fire till the enemy ap
proached still nearer than before. A.t .six ro~s only they were 
permitted to return the fire. The Bnt1sh artillery approached 
hy the narrow road between the tongue of land and Breed's 
Hill, within three hundred yards of the rail fence,* and almost 
in a line with the redoubt,.and opened on the lines to prepare a 
way for their infantry. 

To add new horrors to the scene, vast columns of smoke 
were now observed over Charlestown, and passed to the north 
over the American lines. t General Howe on his first advance 
had sent word to General Burgoyne and General Clinton on 
Copps Hill, that his left flank was annoyed by musketry from 
Charlestown, and desired them to burn it down. A carcass 
was fired, but fell short near the ferry way ; a second fell in the 
street, and the town was on fire. The conflagration was com
pleted by a detachment of men who landed from the Somerset. 
The whole town was combustible. The flames ascended to 
heaven· on the lofty spire of the church, and resembled the 
eruptions of a vast volcano in solemn grandeur and sublimity. 
The advance of the enemy, however, was not obscured by the 
smoke from Charlestown ; they were in full view of the Amer
icans, who suffered them to approach still nearer than before. 
They soon commenced a regular and tremendous volley by 
platoons, and their fire became general. But unfortunate
ly for them, though perfect in drill discipline, and regular move
ments of parade, they were as grossly deficient in what was a 
thousand times more important, a knowledge of their weapons. 
Their aim was too elevated, and the enemy were hidden be
hind the works. Some of their balls however .took effect, and 
a, number of the privates fell victims. Col. Brewer was wound
ed, and Col. Nixon very badly wounded, and carried off. Lt. 
Col. Buckminster was crippled for life by a ball through the 
sh.oulder, and the brave l\Iaj. Moore received a ball through his 
tlugh, and as he was earned to the rear by his men, another 
ball through the body which proved mortal ; faint from loss 
?f blood, and with the terrible death thirst upon him, which 
1s ever the . consequence, not a drop of water even could be 
found f?r hun nearer than Charlestown neck, to which place 
two of his yo?ngest men were ·immediately despatched. 

The Americans were at length permitted to throw in their 
murderous blaze of fire on the foe, it fell on them like lightning, 

• Stedman's ·map and others. 
t Gen. Winslow, Capt. Bullard. 
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prostrating wbole ranks of them, officers and men, in promis
cuous heaps. The British bore the fatal fire with astonishing 
fortitude, but it could be withstood by man but a few moments 
only, their most daring efforts were in vain against the insuper
able difficulties they encountered.* Nearly a thousand of their 
number had fallen, with an incredible proportion of the bravest 
officers. 

The undaunted Howe still led on his men in the hottest of 
the battle. His aid de camp Balfour's life was . saved. only by 
the ball which passed through him, being slightly diverted by his 
canteen. His volunteer a.id, Gordon, and Capt. Addison, a 
descendant from the author of the Spectator, were slain, and 
almost every other officer of his staff or near him was shot. 
1\Iortified and indignant at so much blood wasted in vain, he 
seemed to court an honourable death to hide him from the dis
grace ofa second defeat by an enemy he despised as peasants 
and rebels. But his life seemed charmed, and he was compell
ed to follow his army, who again retreated, and yielded their ene
my a second time the joys of victory. 

The gallant l\Iaj. Small was left standing alone, every one 
shot down about him. The never-erring muskets were levelled 
at him, and a soldier's fate was his inevitable destiny, when 
Putnam at the instant appeared. Each recognized in the other 
an old friend and fellow soldier ; the tie was sacred ; Putnam 
threw up the deadly muskets with his sword, and arrested his 
fate. He begged his men to spare that officer, as dear to him 
as a brother. The general's humane and chivalrous generosity 
excited in them new admiration, and his friend retired unhurt. 

Col. Little in the redoubt was covered with blood from one 
of his ment shot by his,side. 

The exultation of the Americans was glorious and well de
served, but alas, short lived. They had leisure to realize the 
entire hopelessness of their situation. Their ammunition was 
expended, and they were as destitute of every offensiVfi ,veapon 

" The history of this reserved close fire is remarkable, it was employed by 
Gen. Wolfe, and probably taught the Americans by his provincial officers. De 
Berniere, sent by Gage to reconnoitre the country in the spring of '75, satiri
cally describes the earnestness with which it was enjoined on the Yankees. ft 
has ever since been their favourite and succt-ssful mode of fighting by sell and 
land. De Berniere says, " at Framingham a company of militia came and 
exercised under our windows, one of their commanders spoke a Tery eloquent 
speech, recommending patience, coolnrss, and bravery, (which indPed they 
much wanterl) particularly recommended to them lo ch"rge 1/! coolly, anli 
1oait for our fire, anrl ei•ery thing would succeed." · 
· t Story of Ipswich. 
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as the naked savages, their predecessors. Prescott found a 
few artillery cartridges, which he distributed to his men, and 
they determined to show a resolute front to the enemy, t_o club 
their muskets, and even employ the stones thrown up mth the 
parapet against them. Their only hope, however, was from a 
want of fortitude in the foe, who had already twice proved any 
:such expectation absolutely groundless. 

\Vard was without staff officers to bear. his commands, ex
cepting one aid and a secretary, who were the whole day on 
full speed between Breed's Hill and head quarters. Loss and 
neglect of orders were the inevitable consequence. ~ardner's 
regiment and others who bad been left between Cambridge and 
Charlestown, to wait further orders, were overlooked. The 
battle was raging, and no orders arrived. The colonel was a 
gentleman of rank, bad been a lllember of the legislature, and 
commanded a regiment of militia, which, marching to Lexington 
to join in the engagement there, suddenly opened on the British 
artillery ; being entirely void of cover they dispersed. His 
gallant soul felt their conduct as a stigma on himself, and h~ 
resolved on the earliest opportunity to wipe the spot from his 
escutcheon. A glorious opportunity was before him, and he 
panted to embrace it-to reap the honour of victory, or death 
and lasting fame. The latter fate was decreed him. He called 
bis officers together, and offered to lead them into battle; they 
consented to follow him with about 300 men. The Col. march
ed them on to Bunker Hill, where they were met by Putnam, 
whose anxiety concerning this neglected post, never slept for a 
moment, he ordered them to take up the intrenching tools and 
complete the works he had commenced there, declaring, how
ever, his conviction that the enemy would not rally again, th~y • 
had been twice so thoroughly beaten. 

Col. Scammans still remained inactive on Cobble hill, and 
contented himself with sending a serjeant and other messeno-ers 
to Gen. Putnam, to see if he was wanted in the battle. 

0 

The detachment of Gerrish's regiment from Cambridge 
marched down and ascended Ploughed hill under l\Iighill the 
oldest. Captain, but the Adjutant Ferbiger, 'a Danish soldi;r of 
experience, assumed the command, called on the men to follow 
him, and marched for the lines. 

Charlestown being burnt, the detachment there perceiving 
the ~n~my could not march up on that side, quitted their post, 
and Jomed the troops at the lines. 

Howe gave his men orders to prepare again to advance. 
Some of the officers remonstrated, that it would be mere butch
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ery to lead them on again, but the generals, and nearly every 
officer, were indignant at the most distant suspicion of their 
yielding the victory to these rebels, an undisciplined rabble, of 
inferior numbers, against whom they had poured out every epi
thet of contempt. To conquer or die was their resolve. 

Bloody experience at last opened their eyes to their egre
gious errors. Their overweening confidence was laid aside, and 
a deliberate and judicious plan of attack adopted. The over
loaded knapsacks were relinquished ; firing with musketry was 
prohibited, and a charge with the bayonet resorted to. The 
attack was to be more concentrated ; while the troops at the 
rail fence were amused by a show of force, the grand effort was 
to be against the redoubt and breastwork, and especially on the 
right flank. 
. The 1.ccomplished and chivalrous Gen. Clinton now joined 
his countrymen, bringing his splendid talents into the council, 
and his distinguished gallantry into the field. Immediate and 
inconceivable was the sensation his appearance produced at this 
moment of deep despondence. From Copps Hill he had ob
served, with shame and indignation, the double rout of his coun
trymen, and particularly that the two celebrated battalions, the 
marines and forty-seventh, were staggered and wavering. 
\Vithout waiting for orders, he threw himself into a boat, pass
ed over, and soon breathed into them his own exalted heroism. 

Howe again commanded a forward movement to scale the 
works, and rush on the enemy with the bayonet. He came to 
the left to lead on to the redoubt himself. Clinton joined Gen. 
Pigot and the marines on the left to turn the right flank of the 
enemy. · Howe at last discovered the most vulnerable point, 
and the key of the enemy's position ; the artillery were order
ed to advance still farther than before on their old route, and 
turn the left of the breastwork, to enfilade the line. 

The Americans made every . preparation possible to repel 
this last desperate effort of the enemy. Putnam again rode to 
the rear, and exhausted every art and effort to bring on the scat
tered reinforcements. Capt. Bayley, only, of Gerrish's regi
ment·, reached the lines. The General ordered Colonel 
Gardner's Regiment into action, the Colonel commanded his 
men to throw down the intrenching tools, and rush on, viewed 
unconcerned the battle scene before him, terrible as Sinai, and 
was just descending into the engagement, when a musket ball 
entered his groin, which proved mortal. He gave his last sol
emn injunction to his men, to conquer or die ; and a detachment 
were just carrying him off the gronnd, ,Yhen he wa.:; met by hi,; 

6 
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son, 2d Lieut. of Capt. Trevett, marching on, a mere youth of 
nineteen, and the interview which ensued between them, was 
melancholy and heart-rending, though at the same time heroic. 
The affectionate son in agony at the desperate situation of his 
father was anxiously desirous to assist him off the field, but was 
prohibited from doing this by his father, who notwithstanding 
he was conscious that his wound was mortal, yet encouraged 
his son to disregard it, reminding him that he wa~ · engaged in a 
glorious cause, and whatever were the consequence, must 
march on, and do his duty. The distracted son obeyed bis 
parent's last command, and in the battle, now raging, proved 
himself worthy of him, by a fearless imitation of his example, 
and afforded him his highest consolation in the hour of death. 
In consequence of the loss of the Col. his Regiment did not 
reach the lines. · Capt. Harris's company only with a few oth
ers of the troops on the left, went to the rail fence. Capt. 
Trevett who had lost one of his pieces on Bunker Hill, by a 
cannon shot, marched to the rail fence with the other. 

The enemy stripped off their knapsacks, and many of them 
their coats ; the artillery pushed on by the road on the north, 
the forty-seventh and marines near the road on the south side of 
the hill, and the remains of the royal Irish and other regiments, 
and part of the grenadiers and light infantry in front. Their 
past efforts had exhausted the strength and spirit of many of 
the soldiers who lingered in the rear, and their gallant officers 
were compelled to urge them on with their swords. Some of 
the less resolute fired their pieces, but the great masses obey
ed their orders, and with firmness moved on to the charge. 
They arrived under the fire of the Americans, who improved to 
advantage their last opportunity for vengeance. Every shot 
took effect. The gallant Howe at last received a ball in the 
foot,* where only like Achilles he seemed to be vulnerable, but 
continued to animate his men. 

The distinguished Col. Abercrombie, who commanded the 
grenadiers, Majors Williams and Spendlovef were slain ; and to· 
the noble heart of Abercrombie, Putnam was so dear as a ·sol
dier, patriot, and friend, that dying he remembered him and 
enjoined i! on his ,surrounding countrymen, " If you take Gen. 
Putnam ahve, don t hang him, for he's a brave fellow."f 

• Dr. Jeffries. 

t Much distinguished for 40 yeal's in the 47th R~g. and 4 times in the (fa. 


zette for wounds io America, from Wolfe's battle to the present. ·· 
t From a Lond. paper, see N. E. Chron. NoT. '79. 
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Near the top of Breed's Hill were a few houses, which es
caped the general conflragation of the town ; these were judi
ciously manued by the Americans, who, from this cover, an
noyed .the British extremely on their advance, and made great 
havoc on their left flank, before they were able to surround the 
redoubt. 

The artillery advanced toward the open space between the 
breastwork and rail fence ; this ground was defended by some 
brave Essex troops, covered only by scattered trees. With 
resolution and deadly aim they poured the most destructive 
vollies on the enemy. The cannon, however, turned the 
breastwork, enfiladed the line,* and sent their balls through 
the open gateway or sally port, directly into the redoubt, un
der cover of which the troops at the breastwork were compelled 
to retire. 

The enemy bravely bore the deadly fire, and continually 
closing his broken ranks, deliberately advanced on every side 
of the redoubt except the north. They were now under the 
eastern side of the redoubt and covered from the fire. The 
Americans retired to the opposite side to take them as they rose. 
Lieut. Prescott, nephew of the colonel, received a ball through 
the arm ; it hung broken and useless by his side.. The col
onel ordered him to content himself with encouraging his men. 
But he contrived to load his piece, and was passing by the sally 
port to rest against the enemy,· when a cannon ball cut him to 
pieces. A few only of the Americans had a charge of ammu
nition remaining. They had sent for a supply in vain ; a bar
rel and a half only were in the magazine. They resorted next 
to stones, but these served only to betray their weakness, and 
lent new energy to the foe. · 

Young Richardson, of the royal Irish, was the first to mount 
the works, and was instantly shot down ; the front rank which 
succeeded shared the same fate. Among the foremost of the lead
ers was the gallant Maj. Pitcairn, who exultingly cried " the 
day is ours," when Salemt a black soldier, and a number ofoth• 
ers, shot him through and he fell. His agonized son received him 
in his arms and tenderly bore him to the boats. It was he who 
caused the first effusion of blood at Lexington. In that battle his 
horse was shot under him, while he was separated from his 

• Marshall, Capt. Bancroft, .Masi. Cong. 
1Note J.l. 



44 BU~KER HILL BATTLE. 

troops ; his pistols* were taken from his holsters, and he- was 
left for dead, when he seized the opportunity and escaped. 

The heroic but diminutive Pigot ran up the southeastern 
·corner of the redoubt, assisted by a tree left standing there, and 
desperately led · on his men. Troops succeeded troops over 
the parapet, and Prescott exhausted every resource to repel 
them, even with the buts of his guns. 

But he had now his last great victory to achieve, to which 
all his past toils, dangers, and privations, were nothing. He 
had twice conquered the enemy ; he had now, a more difficult 
task, to conquer himself, to bend down his lofty soul, and turn 
his back to the enemy. Perfectly careless of his own life, he 
had no right to trifle with the lives of his men. It was a sacred 
deposit they had entrusted to his honor, a bond which he never 
forfeited. Instead of an useless waste of life, with a " nil des
perandum," he quelled his revolting spirit, and ordered a re- _ 
treat. 

It was not till the battle was near over, that Gen. ,vard or
dered down his own regiment, Putnam's, and Sargent's, to as
sist their countrymen at their utmost need ; but before they 
could arrive, the battle ended. Capt. Clark, of Putnam's regi
ment, had, before this, joined in the battle, and Durkee's im
patience had brought him mounted to the field, to join his old 
commander and comrade of former wars. t Putnam's imagina
tion had already inscribed the victory of Bunker Hill on his 
coat of arms, when the retreat of the right wing burst upon him, 
and his hopes were blasted. 

The veteran Gridley now received a ball through the leg, 
and was carried off. He had served all night at the entrench
ments, and assisted all day in defending his own works, and 
proving their excellence. Prescott's troops fought their way 
through the surrounding enemy. The veteran Capt. Bancroft 
was charg~ng h!s piece, a British soldier leaped from the para
pet, touchmg him as he came to the ground, and levelled at 
him, they fired together, the captain tore him to pieces and 
escaped unhurt. One of the men without ammunition perceiv
ed Lieut. Prescott's loaded musket by its deceased owner ; 

* Tht"se with the initialP on them, belonged afterward to Putnam and are 
yet in his family. Gage says the horse was shot, tht" other facts com:. from the 
lllan who brought in the pistols . 
• t In the journal of the famons Ranger, Maj. Rob. Rogers, is recorded an in
atance of the adventurous bravery of Putnam, his capture by a party of sava
ges, and the dt'sperate resistance of Durkee, who though mangled with a num• 
her of wounds continued fighting till he cooquer:d. Lond. 1765, p. 118. 
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()Ue of the enemy opposed his passage ; seizing the musket he 
brought his antagonist to the ground. Col. Bridge, who came 
with the first detachment, was one of the last to retreat, and 
was twice severely wounded, in the head and neck by a broad 
sword. His lieut. colonel, the veteran Parker, who had es~ 
caped through the whole war of '56, in which he bad signalized 
himself, especially at the desperate siege of Fort Frontinac, re
ceived a ball in the thigh, and was left mortally wounded in 
the redoubt. · 

Moore's soldiers found no one at the neck to supply them 
with drink for him ; they entered a store, the owner was in the 
cellar to secure himself from the cannonade, and refused to come 
up, finding spirit and water however, they hastened back to wit
ness only that all their efforts were labor Jost, the enemy being; 
in the redoubt, and l\loore in the last extremity ; his men made 
every effort to remove him, but he ordered them to leave him, 
and save themselves, as he had but a moment to live ; they 
were immediately compelled to do this by the enemy, in the 
midst of whom, they saw him for the last time, as they retired, 
on the ground. ' 

" Oo the bare earth exposed be lies, 
With not a fiiend to close bis eyes." 

The British now enjoyed the satisfaction of responding to the 
hurras of victory, which had been twice enjoyed by the enemy, 
and expressed their melancholy exultation by a feeble hurra. 

The chivalrous Warren lingered to the last. His exalted 
spirit disdained as a disgrace a retreat the most inevitable. 
He animated the men to the most desperate daring ; and when 
hope itself had fled, he still disdained to fly. With sullen re
fluctance he slowly followed his countrymen, and seemecr to 
court death from the enemy, to hide him from shame. 

As he left the redoubt he was recognized by his friend l\Iaj. 
Small, who honorably repaid the debt of gratitude he owed the 
enemy, he called to Warren for God's sake to stop and save hi~ 
life, Warren turned and seemed to recognize him, but still 
continued on. SmaU ordered his men not to fire at him, and 
threw up the muskets with his sword, but in vain, the fatal ball 
had sped; eighty yards from the redoubt Warren received a 
musket ball through the head, which killed him instantly, secur
ing to him immortal fame, and the eternal gratitude of hi!
country.* · 

* Putnam remarked on the similarity of Lord Howe's fate, who fell by hiS 
~ide 17 years before, aod Geo. Warren's, botb he had entreated in vain to keep 
out of the engagements io which they fell. 
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Col. Scammans arrived at last on Bunker Hill with part of 
his Regiment, the remainder yet kept aloof under l\faj. Wood, 
Putnam ordered these troops into action, but it was too late, and 
they joined in the retreat.-Col. Whitcomb's men ?uder Maj. 
Sawyer yet remained in the rear. Capt. Foster arnved 011 the 
top of Bunker Hill with his field pieces, but rapidly retreated 
to save them from the enemy. 

Gardner's Reg. had now approached near the fort ; Major 
Jackson, who had served in the former war with the British, 
and was well aquainted with their officers, being in advan~e was 
immediately recognized by one of them as they JSsued 
from the redoubt, who indignantly accosted him with " what, 
you damn'd Rebel are you here," and levelled his piece at him, 
Jackson at the same instant levelled at his antagonist, and they 
fired together ; the ball passed through l\laj. Jackson's side, 
though his life was preserved by his sword belt, which partially 
glanced the ball, but nothing could save a British officer, fairly 
pitted against an American as a marksman, he was slain. · 

The British came on, exhausted by their desperate efforts, 
under a blazing sun, and broken by the well diretced fire. 
They had not force to employ the bayonet, and were too much 
broken and mingled with the enemy to fire their pieces. .Their 
right and left wings were indeed facing each other, with the 
Americans between ; their fire would have cut .down both 
friend and foe. While they formed themselves anew, the 
Americans collected, and made a brave and orderly retreat. 
Putnam put spurs to his foaming horse and threw himself be
tween the retreating force and the enemy, who were but twelve 
rods from l1im ; his countrymen were in momentary expr,cta
tion of seeing this compeer of the immortal Warren fall. He 
entreated them to rally and renew the fight, to finish his works 
on Bunker Hill, and again give the enemy battle on that unas
sailable position, and pledged his honor to restore to them an 
easy victory. Lieut. Col. Ward reached the rail fence with 
~ few tr?ops, while some of his companies under Capts. Cush• 
mg, Smith, and Washburn, between Bunker and Breed's Hills, 
courageously covered the retreat by a brave and well directed 
fire, they were joined by Capt. Lunt of Little's Regiment, just 
arri~ed, Capts. Chester ~?d Coit with fresh troops, and other 
soldiers, whose ammurnt1on was not expended. This despe
rate devoted rear guard, effectually kept the enemy at bay· 
but the laurels gained by them, were by no means bloodless: 
a great number of these troops were killed or wounded. 
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·• The Americans had retreated about twenty rods before the 
the enemy had time to rally and pour in a destructive fire on 
them, which destroyed more than they had lost before during 
the day. Prescott's adjutant was shot and crippled, his Capts. 
l\Iaxwell, Dow, and Farwell, badly wounded, the latter carried 
off for dead ; Lt. Fawcett mortally wounded and fell into the 
hands of the enemy. Capt. Bancroft had a part of his hand 
carried off and his Lieut. Brown was wounded. 

The American left wing were congratulating themselves 011 

their victory, when their flank was opened by the retreat of the 
right. The enemy pressed on them, and they were in their 
turn compelled to retire. Putnam covered their retreat with 
his Connecticut troops and others just arrived, and, in the 
rear of the whole, dared the utmost fury of the enemy, who 
pursued with little ardor, but poured in their thundering vollies, 
and showers of balls fell like hail around the general. He ad
dressed himself to every passion of the troops, to persuade them 
to rally, to throw up his works on Bunker Hill, and make a stand 
there, and, threatened them with the eternal disgrace of desert
. ing their general. He took his stand near a field-piece, and 
seemed resolved to brave the foe alone. His troops, however, 
felt it impossible to withstand the overwhelming force of the 
British bayonets ; they left him. One serjeant only dared to, 
stand by his general to the last ; he was shot down, and the 
enemy's bayonets were just upon the general, when he retired. 

Gen. Pomeroy continued to animate the men, and cut down 
the enemy himself, till a well hove ball shattered his musket. 
The retreat having commenced, he disdained to turn from the 
enemy ; but with backward step and lowering front shouldered 
the fragments of his piece, and carried off his men, encour
aging them to pour in their formidable fire on the foe. 

Capt. Trevett, like Callender, was deserted by his men. 
His lieutenants, Swasey and Gardner, stood by him, with but 
seven others, one of whom was Moses Porter, already a prom
ising artillerist. He persuaded about thirty of the infantry to 
join in saving one of his pieces. the other he was compelled to 
abandon. A British company noticed the piece, and determin
ed to seize the prey ; they pursued, on the top of Bunker Hill 
were within thirty yards of them, levelled their muskets and 
fired. The captain gave up all for lost, when but one dropped 
dead, and another wounded, the remainder rapidly descended 
the hill, and carried off with honor the only piece saved out of, 
six taken to the field, Putnam ordered it to Cambridge. 
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The Charlestown company of Gardner's regiment was tlie 
]ast to retreat. They were fighting at their own doors, on 
their own natal soil. They were on the extreme left, covered 
by some loose stones thrown up on the shore of the .Mystic, 
during the day, by order of Col. Stark. At this most impor
tant pass into the country, against which the enemy made the 
most desperate efforts, like Leonidas' band, they had taken 
post, and like them they defended it, till the enemy had dis
covered another. 

One piece of cannon at the neck opened 011 the enemy and 
covered the retreat.* But these were in no condition, and 
discovered no inclination to renew the engagement, or pursue 
their advantage, except by a formidable fire from their field 
pieces on Bunker Hill,t where they remained, and lay on their 
arms during the night. The same was done by most of the 
.Americans on Prospect Hill, directly in the face of the enemy, 
and by Reed's and Starks' troops on Winter Hill. · 

l\faj. Brooks was retained at Cambridge by Ward, tilJ the 
last reinforcements were sent to Charlestown, when he march
ed with the two remaining companies of his regiment, and met 
at the neck the Americans retreating. . Benjamin Thompson, 
better known as Count Rumford, attended him as a volunteer. 
He was assisting the army by his mathematical learning, his 
estimates and surveys, but had solicited an appointment in vain, 
and had made great but fruitless interest for the commission in 
the artillery which was bestowed on l\Iaj. Gridley.f For this 
gross injustice done to his distinguished merit, his country suf
fered well deserved punishment iu the misconduct of his rival, 
and by the final loss of his services, except what they received, 
in common with all mankind, from his splendid philosophical 
discoveries, his glorious and beneficent political labors. . 

Henry Knox, afterward the distinguished General, assisted 
\Va:rd, as a volunteer, in reconnoitring the enemy's move
ment! during the day. · 

l\I'Clary, as attentive to the wants of his men as desperate 
in fighting them, galloped to Medford, and returned with dres
sings for the wounded. He ordered Capt. Dearborn. to ad
vance tow~rd the neck with his company, while he crossed over 
to r~conn01tre the enemy. He was returning with Lieut. Col. 
Robmson and others, and observed that the shot commissioned 
t.o kill him was not yet cast, when a cannon ball from the Glas

41 G()v. Brooks. t ,Dr. Dexter. i Gov. Brooks. 
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go,v tore him to pieces. No smaller weapon · seemed worthy 
to destroy the gigantic hero. 

The veteran Col. Gridley entered his sulky at Bunker Hill to 
be carried off. The enemy shot the horse, and riddled the 
sulky with balls ; but their rage was impotent ; meeting some 
obstruction in the road, he had left the carriage a moment be
fore. 

Prescott repaired to Cambridge, furious as a lion driven 
from his lair, foaming with indignation at the want of support 
when victory was in his grasp,-a victory dearly purchased 
with the precious blood of his soldiers, family, and 1riends. 
He demanded but two fresh regiments of Ward, and pledged 
his life with these to drive the enemy to their boats. He had 
not yet done enough to satisfy himself, though he h~d done 
enough to satisfy his country. He liad not indeed secured 
final victory, but he had secured a glorious immortality. 

Two young men in Boston were employed in taking the 
wounded from the boats to the hospitals ; and a young lieute
nant, shot through the body, was carried by them in a chair to 
his encampment, passing the streets, pale and faint with 
loss of blood, he attracted the humane and generous compas
sion shown by the inhabitants to the wounded ; enmity forgot
ten, they were all at their doors with refreshing drink for 
them. At the encampment they met Capt. Pitcairn covered 
with blood. Struck with the appearance, the lieutenant in
quired of him the cause, but his grief was too big for utterance, 
" vox faucibus hresit." A serjeant informed him, the captain's 
father was shot at the breastwork, and carried by his son to the 
boat, where he died in his arms. The hospital they found was 
established in a different place,* to which they repaired, and 
witnessed a scene to melt the most obdurate enemy. Not 
only the hospital but the yard was overloaded with wounded, . 
praying in vain for the surgeons to arrest the current of life, 
fast ebbing from their wounds, which, from their numbers, it 
was impossible, for a Jong time, to dress. 

Loud and melancholy wailings for the dead, from widows 
of the common soldiers, were heard in every street, and struck 
on the heart of the passenger. _ 

The American surgical department was quite unorganized,f 

• In thP old factory opposite the granary. . , . 
t The hospital was in the house now A. Bigelow, Esq. s. Soon afterward it 

was removed to Mr Fairweatl1<•r's, ~nd put un~P~ the s1111erin:e11cknce ?f the 
poet and traitor, Dr. Church, who 111 one of his intercepted lf'tters attributes 
the Joss of the battle, to the cowardice of the clumsy Col. Gerrish and Col. 
Scammans. . . . , ~ 

The above account of .MaJ, Jackson p. 46,1s from l\Ir. Baldwin see Notes p. 1~. 
7 ' 
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Doct. Foster, of Charlestown, was principal surgeon ; many of 
the wounded were carried to a place of safety on the backs of 
their comrades, and the best litter for the highest officer was a 
blanket and rails. Doct. Eustis,* of the artillery, Doctors 
Thos. Kitteridge, Walter Hastings, Tt10s. Welsh, David Town
send, and Jno. Hunt, were in attendance this day, principally at 
a house under the western side of Bunker Hill; they were join
ed by Lieut. Col. Brickett a physician, who came off with the 
first of the wounded. Doct. Welsh was afterwards near Winter 
Hill, by which route the troops, who went to CamLridge, re
treated ; he and Sam'l Illorlget assisted in arresting the retreat 
of the N. Hampshire troops. Col. Gardner was overtaken 
here by the flying soldiers, which roused him to make his last 
effort for his country ; with his feeble remains of strength he 
raised himself up by the rails on which he was carried, and 
beckoned them back to the fight. 

The number of the Americans during the battle was fluctu
ating, but may be fairly estimated at 3500 who joined in the 
battle, an.d 500 more who covered the retreat.t Their loss 
was one hundred and fifteen killed and missing, three hundred 
and five wounded, and thirty captured, in all four hundred and 
fifty.§ The following was the estimated loss of the respec
tive corps : 

Regiments, Killed. Wounded. 

Colonels Stark and Reed • 15 45 
Colonel Scammans 0 2 

Gerrish •• 3 2 
Whitcomb 5 8 
Brewer 7 11 
Little •• 7 23 
Gardner . 6 7 
Gridley • 0 4 

* Afterwards Secretary of War, Minister to Holland, and Gov. of Mass. 
of urbane manners and respectable.talents. 

t It is said Warren, as he w1,nt on, obtained his arms from him . 
. Dr. John \Varren, brother to the General, hearing a rumor of an approach
mg engagement, came from Salem t? join the army as a soldier on the day . 
of the b~ttle, was engagPd as Hospital Surgeon, and much distinguished as 
such durmg the war. 

t The average numbers in a Regt. according to the returns of 17 the 
athor ha~, ~ere 469. Great allowance must be made for those unahl", and 
those n nwilhng, to go on ; the 111en went on or off as they pleased and when 
t ey p eased. 1 ' 

§ Gen. Ward'~ ord. book. . 
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Regiments. Killed. Wounded. 

Gener.al Pu~nam's regin.1ent, } 
Captam Cmt, and · • 15 30 
Captain Chester's companies, 
General Ward , • • . • . . • . I 6 
Colonel Bridge . 16 5.- 9 
--- Prescott 42 28 
--- Frye • . 15 31 
---Nixon • ·• 3 10 
--- Woodbridge I 5 
--- Doolittle . • O 9 

Prot•idence newspaper, July 15, 1775. 

The British loss was about 1500,* Gage acknowledges but 
1054 ;f including eighty-nine officers ; two hundred and 
twenty-six killed, including nineteen officers, and eight hun
dred and twenty-eight wounded, seventy of them officers. The 
52d regt. lost 5 officers, four of them the highest in the regi
ment ; their only complaint was that they were wounded in the 
back. The marines lost six, and Howe's aid-de-camp ; and 
had 12 wounded. The grenadiers of the Welsh fusileers 
were reduced to eight, and twenty-two out of thirty-nine grena
diers of the fifty-second regiment were killed. All the grena
diers fo one company were shot storming the works except five, 
and these were led on by the oldest soldier.f Lord Rawdon, 
afterwards Earl of Moira and l\Iarquis of Hastings, led on a 
corps of grenadiers, and escaped with a ball or two through his 
cap.§ 

Stark's Capt. Baldwin, who had been in twenty actions, 
Nixon's Capt. Moses, and J.,ieuts. Dix of Gerrish's, West 
of Whitcomb's, and Bailey of Bridge's regiments, were killed ; 
,vard's Capt. \Vood, Putnam's Lieut. Grosvenor, Stark's Lieut. 
Scott,11 and Little's serjeant afterwards Lieut.Pearson,wounded. 
Capt. Warner carried on but 23 men, 17 of them were killed ot 
wounded. He received a ball through his hat, another through 
his waistcoat pocket which destroyed his knife handle, one 
through his coat, and, by a fourth, lost his gun, easily replaced 
now from those which had lost their owners. Capt. Coburn 
had two balls through his jacket, and five through his shirt ; 
and Capt. ,Bullard's clothes were cut as remarkably, both were 

* Mass. Cong. ' 

t His crafty expression that he sent over, somethi11g above 2000 has de· 


ceived many. . . 
t Gentleman's Magazine for 1775 p. 397. . • . ,. 
§ Burgoyne says, " be behaved to a charm, his name 1s t'stablisbed fo1:ever. · 
II Not called Lieut. on record, but doubtless the same who was taken prisoner. 

http:Gener.al
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unhurt. After the •e reat, Col. Sargeut was slightly wounded 
by a cannon lall, which _carried off Lieut. Col. Ward's c?r
trid"e box and knockecl down a subaltern. :l\Iany were m
jure\ and Capt. Ba~croft lost a~ ey~, ~rom the percussion of 
the air by cannon balls. Col. Nixon s hfe was saved by a dol
lar in his pocket, Judge Winthrop and James Swan, Esq. vol
unteered in the battle, fought valiantly with their muskets, and 
the former was wounded.* 

Thirty-one Americans, taken prisoners, were confined, offi
cers and men, in Boston jail. Washington complained to Gage 
of their treatment, who declared they f.1red as well as the Bri
tish,t though destined to the cord by the laws of the country ; 
but that, not acknowledging rank unless derived frolll the crown, 
he made no distinction in favour of officers. 

In thii battle the British gained a nominal victory, but the 
Americans the only prize contended for ; they destroyed en

. tirely the physical and moral force of the British army, impris
oned them within their narrow limits, and prevented their ex
cursions. The enemy never after recovered their enterprise 
and confidence in America, and by this single battle the final 
success of the American revolution was secured. 

The Rev. Doct. Saml. l\lacclintock of Greenland, Chaplain 
of Stark's Reg. and in the war of '56 Chaplain of Goffe's Reg. 
was in the battle of Bunker Hill, intrepidly by " his exhortations 
prayers and example encouraging and animating them to the 
unequal conflict." 

• 1:hilip J~hus.on, Esq. then of Little's regi~t-nt, was wouncied. His Capt. 
Perkins, liad111g 1t waXl'rl warm when they arrived at the nPck, threw away hii 
wig, and led his mPn over at sin1:le life, the mode l!l'nnally adoptPd. 

Mr. Abho!, no~ postmaster. at And?vrr, recl'ived a ball through his ll'g; Mr. 
Barker ca, ned !llm off ~ a mile on his back. A ball passed through the body 
of one man and woun<le<I another in the knee ; the first recovered the latter 
died. Brad<lish _received a ball in the back of his head or neck, ,;,bich came 
out through his foreheatl, was cured, and snved again. Gati>s's jaw 
was broken by a ball ; he &l"rved a year or two, till sent home as disabled, and 
has been compelle~ to ~ress his wound eve1y day for~ a century. Another 
lias worn. a bullet 1_n his leg !he same length of time. ThP heart of Pollard, 
the first k1lleci, continued beatmg far some time after it was cut out of him by
the cannon ball. 

Capt. Wheeler, going on, a 24-pound cannon shot passed bPtween his leas 
on !op of Bun~er Hill! threw him into the air, prostrated him, aud broke l~s 
waistband strmg ; his leathPr smallclothes sPcurerl him from further injury 

Fear fastened on Capt. *** like nig-ht-mart- · hPartily inclined ·10 fight · • 
the Cause, and dPt-ply mortified, it was impossibl~ for him tO break the spe:r 
He ~onestl! confe~serl his Wf'akness ; a serjeant led on the company · and· 
against their unanimous wish, he re11igned. ' ' 

t Boston suffe~ed extremely from want effresh provisions · owing to wh" h 
many, of the prisoners and British died. A present fron: Putnam to G~co 
.Gages lady, of a quarter of veal, was of consequenc; f'nongh to be recorned 
ID t~e new!papers. '.fhe respected Master Lovell was imprisonf'1I, and after• 
war s carn~d to Halifax, on account of his letters found on GPn Warren , 

The Americans used no colors, and the British neiiher colors n.or music: 

http:J~hus.on
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SUPPLEJ.UENTARY CHAPTER. 

Ward was appointed by the National Congress first major 
general and second in command of the army. He assumed 
the command of the right wing at Roxbury on the arrival of 
Wai,hington, 2d July, by whom his disposition of the troops 
around Boston was approved.* From ill health h~ resigned his 
commission in April. '76, but continued in command at the re
quest of Washington and Congress till l\1arch '77. He was af
terwards in Congress under the old confederation and present 
constitution, and died in 1800, aged 73. t 

Thomas was appointed first Brig. Gen. under the United 
States ; in '76 Maior Gen. and on the death of Montgomery 
repaired to Canada to command the army before Quebec. 
He found their situation desperate ; but was too adventurous 
to relinquish the enterprise without one· attempt to secure the 
favours of fortune. He endeavoured to burn the enemy's naval 
force before the city by a fire ship, designing to attack the 
place during the conflagration; the fire ship miscarried, he was 
compelled to retreat, and died of the small pox at Chamblee. 

Pomeroy expressed his strong sense of the blindness of for
tune, that, of the two volunteer generals in the battle, ·warren~ 
the young and chivalrou~ soldier, the eloquent and enlightened 
legislator, should fall, and he escape, old and useless, unhurt. 
From age he declined the honourable appointment of first Brig. 
Gen. of the U. S. army, and retired from service. But, like 
the veter:in war horse, when the echoes of his majestic Connec
ticut rang with the clarion ofbattle, he spurned the peaceful re
treat which his long life and long services demanded. He 
preferred even a regiment to inaction, and as a colonel march
ed to join the kindred spirits who composed our army in the 
Jerseys. His exposures produced a pleurisy, which proved 

* Marshall, 242. 

t Two days after the battle he inform .. <l Mass. Coogress, that spears mi&ht 


have saved the redoubt, the army were immediatt>ly supplied with tht>iu; aud 
they we•e kept greased to prevent their lieiog effoctually grasp<'<l hy tht> ene
my. Ward's Aid <le camp was Saml. Osgood, his SecrPtary Jos. \\"ard, after
wards a highly respected Muster-master-general during most of the war under 
Washiegton. 
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fatal at Peekskill in Ncw York, where his country owes him a 
monument, and bravery and patriotism perennial fame. 

·when Putnam* was ordered on what may well be styled a 
forlorn hope, to land with a detachment at Boston, in face of 
the army and batteries of the enemy, Prescott solicited of him 
the houor of participating the desperate enterprise, which was 
arrested however by a hurricane, and the enemy were expelled 
from a different quarter. The Col. continued in service, accom
panied Washington to New York, and on the disastrous ~etreat 
throuo-li the Jerseys, was the only officer able to keep his men

0 

in the ranks. They proved worthy the hero of Bunker Hill, 
· and kept the enemy in respect ; Washington applauded them 

as an example to the army, and tendered his thanks to the Col. 
in general orders. In '77 he joined Gen. Gates with a corps of 
volunteers, and continued with him till the capture ·of Bur
goyne. 

On the return of peace he again entered the state legislature, 
and distinguished himself in '87 as a magistrate, as he did in '75 
as a warrior. From the miseries and poverty produced by 
war, many of the sufferers in l\Iassachusetts were driven to an 
armed opposition to government ; this enlightened patriot em
ployed his powerful influence to stay the torrent of insurrection ; 
he collected his friends and proceeded to Concord armed to 
protect the court there against the insurgents. He was reli-. 
gious and died, 1790, in the 70th year of his age. 

Immediately after the battle, the rank of major general was 
coT1ferred on Gridley. America commenced her revolution 
with but four pieces of cannon, and to his mechanical science 
and ingenuity she was indebted for the first mortars and cannon 
ever cast in the country. After being confined some months by 
his wound, he repaired to Cambridge and superintended the 
fortifications erecting round Boston. On the 4th March, '76, 
he was again engaged in erecting fortifications in the night, and 
the atldress, science, and prodigies of labour, displayed at Dor· 
chester Heights, were perhaps never exceeded, except on 
Breed's Hill. These works compelled the enemy to evacuate 
Boston, the heights and the islands of which, were fortified by 
Gridley. Washington urged him to accompany the army, but 
his advanced age forbade, and he retired on half pay. In '!l5 
he assisted in laying the corner stone of the state house, as in 
laying that of the state. in '75, and lived to the age of 86, a 

* Put~am commenced the forl' ~ations at Prosperi Hill, and after W,ishi11g
ton's arrival, at Lt>chmrre Point likewist>, and Cobble Bill, tlie work at tbe 
last place w:;,.s named Putnam's impregnable Fort. 
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model of courtliness, beneficence, and hospitality, as well as 
military excellence. 

Stark will .be recognized as the hero of Bennington, where 
he practised an ingenious deception to strike a panic into the 
enemy. He had one iron cannon, but neither pmvder sufficient 
for it, nor balls ; he ordered an officer to load it, who objected 
the want of balls ; " no matter," said the colonel, " load it 
" with blank cartridge, and let the discharge be the signal for 
" all the troops to rush on." The Hessians were panic-struck 
at the thundering report, his troops rushed on with loud hurras, 
and the victory was complete.* 

The veterun Col. Jos. Frye, brother to James, had served 
with r,·putation in the wars of '45, and '56, commanded all the 
l\Iass. forces in '57,twas captured at fort Wm. Hemy, stripped 
naked, and gashed with tomahawks! in the subsequent massa
cre ; was appointed l\Iaj. Gen. by Mass. Congress, 21 June 
'75, served some time afterwards, and died very old at Frye
burgh, named after his family. 

Col. Gardner lived a few days after the battle, being asked 
if he was well enough to see his son, " yes," answered the 
hero, " if he has done his duty." He had the satisfaction to 
see him, and learn that he bravely distinguished himself. 

The life of Brooks since the battle of Bunker Hill has been 
far too distinguished in the military and political history of 
America to be noticed satisfactorily in a supplement. His 
regiment, when Washington arrived at Cambridge, was distin
guished for its superior discipline, and Gates pronounced him 
one of the first disciplinarians in service. He was appointed 
first inspector of the army under Steuben, and afterwards Adj. 
Gen. for the army on the North River, and was distinguished in 
nearly all the important battles of the revolution. He was in 
the battle on Long Island with the reinforcement, and in that 
of White Plains; history has recorded him among the most dis
tinguished commanders in the army which captured Burgoyne ; 
and he was in the battle of Monmouth as Adj. Gen. From 
their earliest' acquaintance, he was a favourite of Washington, 
enjoyed his uniform friendship, and was honourably distinguish
ed, from being selected by him as one of the general officers, to 
serve with him again in '98. During the last war he had the su-. 

* His statement to Hon. Tiw. Bigelow. 

t Minot 2. 16. 

t He was opposed to the surrender, and his officer& pre1ented him a piece 


~f plate for his courage and coRduct on this occssioo.. 



56 BUNKER HILL BATTLE 

perintendence of the militia of Mass. and secured the country from 
inroads of the enemy. For many years he was elected gover
nor and commander in chief of l\lassachusetts, to the universal 
satisfaction of all parties. Over the libeities and free constitu
tions he established as a warrior, he presided as a legislator with 
distinguished ability. In 1823 he declined a reelection, and 
died in '25 universally lamented. 

The brave Knowlton, from the first moment of the battle to 
the last of the retreat, showed himself worthy the honour of 
being selected as the first among the Connecticut captains. 
He was promoted, and on the night of 8th of Jan. went, in 
command of 200 men, directly under the enemy's batteries, 
and burned some houses left standing near the neck, killed or 
captured the British in them, and came off without loss under 
a heavy fire. He was afterwards Lieut. Col. and at the bat
tle of Harlem heights, was sent by Washington to gain the ene
my's rear ; a bloody action ensued ; Knov,lton and his men 
fought the whole force of the enemy, of vastly superior num
bers, before the Americans could attack in front, and gained 
the advantage. By this gallant affair, he restored to the army, 
a glorious moral force, nearly extinguished by disasters ; but at 
the expense of many of his brave men in the unequal contest ; 
his .Major Leitch was slain, with three balls through him, and 
the victory was dearly purchased with his own invaluable life. 
\Vashington paid due honour to his memory in general orders, 
declaring, "he had died a glorious death, which every soldier 
" ought to wish for, and would have been an honour to any 
" country on earth." 

The indignation felt by Prescott, at the loss of the battle, 
was general, in the army and throughout the country ; a scru
tiny, severe and unrelenting, was instituted into the conduct of 
every one who could be suspected. Even the· dangerous and 
honourable wounds of Bridge were insufficient to secure him 
from passing the ordeal of a court ; from whose relentless se
veritr he narrowly escaped condemnation, on the charge of 
keepmg under cover too cautiously in the redoubt. 
. Notwithstanding this severe inquisition, and the great num
ber of Americans engaged, most of them for the the first time, 
five only were discovered guilty of misconduct. Of these, 
~1aj. Gridley was tried for neglect of duty, Gen. Green presid
ing, the court " find him guilty of breach of orders, and there
" fore dismiss him from the .Massachusetts service • but on ac
" count of his inexperience and youth, and the gr:at confusion 
" which attended that day's transaction in general, they do not 
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" consider him incapable of a Continental commission, should 
" the general officers recommend him to his Excellency."* 

Mansfield was obviously guilty qf an error only, arising from 
inexperience ; he was cashiered. Col. Gerrish evinced cer
tainly a want of military ardor and activity, but this was in part 
a constitutional defect. He was not accused before the com
mittee of Congress by Gen. Putnam, and in the opinion of the 
highly respected judge advocate of the court was far too harsh
ly treated. t 

A complaint was lodged against him with Ward immediately 
after the battle, who refused to notice it on account of the 
unorganized state of the army. He was stationed at Sewall's 
point, which , was fortified ; in a few weeks a floating battery 
made an attack on the place, which he did not attempt to 
repel, observing, " the rascals can do us no harm, and it would 
" be a mere waste of powder, to fire at them with our 4 
" pounders ;" it was evening, the lights were extinguished, and 
all the British balls flew wide of the fort. For his conduct on 
this occasion, and at Bunker Hill he was arrested immediately, 
tried, found guilty of " conduct unworthy an officer," and 
cashiered. · 

Capt. Callender apparently guilty ofcowardice is a glorious in
stance of the buoyancy of genuine heroism, and the redeeming ef
ficacy of the" mind conscious of rectitude." The furious denun:
ciation of Putnam, the sentence of court, and thundering proscrip
tion of \Vashington, would have crushed any one forever, not 
armed with a panoply so divine. A committee of Congress ap
pointed to inquire into the truth ofa report, that some officers of 
the army had been guilty of misconduct ; report, that they Irnd 
made inquiry of Gen. Putnam and other officers who were in the 
hottest of the battle, and that the general charged Capt. Callen
der and another artillery officer, with infamous cowardice, one 
of the principal causes of the defeat, and informed them tha.t 
he would quit the service if these officers were not made an ex
ample of, and that one of them ought to be shot. The court 
martial condemned Callender, and Washington approved the 
judgment, " not only from the particular guilt of Capt. Callen
" der, but the fatal consequence of such conduct to the army, 
" and to the cause of America in general." 

Notwithstanding this, our hero resolved to compel the world 
to acknowledge, by his future conduct, that his past had been 
mistaken. He continued with his corps as a volunteer, and 
desperately exposed himself in every action. The brave and 
beneficent Knox extended to him his friendship. At the bat
tle on Long Island, the Capt. and Lieut. of the artillery com
pany, in which he served, were shot ; .he ~ssumed the com
mand, and refusing to retreat, fought lus pieces to the last; 

8 
* Ord, Book, , f Judge Tudor. 
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the bayonets of the soldiers ,vere just upon him, when a .Brit
ish officer, admiring his chivalrous and desperate courage, mter
fered and saved him. Washington expressed the highest ap
probation of his conduct, gave him his hand and his cordial 
thanks ; ordered the sentence of the court martial to be erased 
from the orderly book, and restored him his commission. He 
held this during the war, and left service at the peace, with the 
highest honour and reputation.* 

Capt. Dearborn was afterwards distinguished during the re
volutionary war for his bravery and enterprise. He volunteered 
nt the head of a company of men, selected from the regiment 
to accompany Arnold, in the winter of '75, through the track
Jessi wilds, to Quebec ; an enterprise, which, in daring hardi
hood and courao-e, is not surpassed by Hannibal's passage of 
the Alps. He c~mmanded a battalion of Lt. infantry at Sara
toga, and his services were acknowledged by Gates in the high
est terms of approbation. Cilley's regiment in which he was 
Lieut. Col. was highly distinguished in the battle of l\Ionmouth, 
11.nd the salvation of the army was owing to their courage, 
Washington acknowledged the service, and sent to inquire what 
regiment it was. " Full blooded yankees 'by ••. sir," was 
the answer of the commander. Dearborn was afterward sec
retary at war under Jefferson ; and during the last war first 
major general and senior officer of the army. 

Porter, who stood by his captain and cannon to the last, 
rose through every grad-0 of office, to be a distinguished Gen. 
in the army. He was intrusted with the command at Norfolk, 
the last war, and in 1818 was at Boston in command of the 
district which in '75 as a private he so bravely defonded. 

Howe, notwithstanding his wound, remained on the field tho 
whole night, watching the movements of the enemy; supporting 
himself against some hay, he ordered his attendants to prevent 
him from falling asleep. 

In the morning young Winslowf of Boston, recognised the 
body of Warren, and announced the fact. Howe would 
scar?ely credit the accou?t ; it was so improbable that the 
president of Congress was m vie battle. Dr. Jeffries was on 
the field dressing the British wounded, and the wounded Amer. 
ican prisoners, with his usual humanity and skill. Howe in
quired of him if he could identify Warren ; he recollected that 
he had lost a finger nail and wore a false tooth, and informed 
the ge:a~ral that \Varren had five days before ventured over to 
Bosto? m a canoe to get information, invited Jeffries to join the 
Americans as surgeon, and informed him that he was himselr to 
reeeiv~ a commission in the army. \Varren was instantly 
recogmsed, and the enemy declared this victim alone was worth 
flve hundred of their men~ 

• :l.(, Woo<1w1nd was alijQ f<illDd g-uilty ofmi11Condu<--t. t Gen. Winslow. 
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NOTES 

TO THE 

SKETCH OF BUNKER-HILL BATTLE. 

NQTE A. 

Conduct of Gen. Putnam during the battle. 

Gov. Brooks's statement. The author being in the staff of 
Gov. Brooks and enjoying his friendship, received every assist
ance from him be could desire in writing an account of the 
battle. This battle was probably never understood by any 
one better than by him. l\Ieeting the troops who went on, 
over night, at the neck ; continuing with them on duty as a 
field officer till the forenoon following, when he was despatch
ed tQ head-quarters at COJ.mbridge, where he arrived at 10 
o'clock and was retained till permitted to rejoin the troops at 
the neck on the last of tlrn retreat ; solicitously inquiring at 
the time, and ever after, into the occurrences, notl1ing important 
could have escaped him : and the author is without apology 
if, with the information derived frqm him, he has committed a 
single mistake of the slightest consequence. 

Gov. BROOKS stated,* he was informed by Col.Webb, a distinguish
ed Connecticut officer, who signalized himself in Bunker-Hill battle, 
that Gen. Putnam (whose Aid he was afterwards) on the retreat, 
remained in the rear by a cannon, with a serjeant, the only man he 
could persuade to stand by him, till the enemy were just upon them 
with their bayonets, when the serjeant was shot down find he was 
comprlled to retire. Gov. Brooks, going to Cambridge in the 
forenoon, met Gen. Putnam riding toward Bunker Hill. 

• This, and every other statement referred to by lbe author, were taken down in writ

ing at the time; any person who pleases may have copies taken of any docunients in hi.s 

possci,siou. 
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The following testimony is from the Boston Centinel. 
As the original documents have long been lost from 

the Boston Athenreum, ,ve can only say, the copies in the 
Centinel and N. A. Review are known to have been made by 
two gentlemen of as high honour and integrity as our country 
ever produced. 

. 
JUDGE GROSVENOR says, under the immediate superintendence of 

Gen. Putnam, ground was broken and a redoubt formed. The next 
day Gen. Putnam was extremely active and directed principally the 
operations. After the British landed, a detachment of four Lieuten
ants and 120 men of Gen. Putnam's Regt. under Capt. Knowlton 
were by the Gen. ordered to take post at a rail fence on the left of 
tho breastwork. The Gen. inspired confidence by his example ; 
of the offi~ors the most active were Putnam, Prescott, and Knowlton. 

ABNER ALLEN, of Western, deposes before a· Judge of the Su
preme Court :-was in Grosvenor's company ; went on the night be
fore the battle ; Putnam was then and there railed Gen. and acted 
as such. I was at the rail fence. and do know that Gen. Putnam 
was in the engagement. · I saw hi{n on horseback urging the men to 
.fight with great earnestness ; he was as much exposed as any man 
engaged, 

JosrAH II1LL, Tyringham, Putnam's Regt. testifies: "I know that 
Gen. Putnam was in the battle, took part in the engagement, and was 
as much exposed as any hody in the battle." 

The Rev. ARlllY CHAPLAIN.-Gen. Putnam did all that man could 
do to induce the men to go on to the Hill. He led on Capt. Knowl
ton with part of a Connecticut Regt. [ After adding some other 
facts,] I was the intimate friend of Col. Prescott and Lt. Col. Rob
inson, and from the mouths of those heroes I had this account. 

He adds in his letter, which we have, 

; Thos. Cooke, Esq. member of l\lass. Congress, signer of sw01·d 
m ltand money, says : he went to one of the neighboring hills to view 
the battle ; saw Gen. Putnam, who did all that man could do to get 
on the men to Breed's Hill ; he appeared firm, resolute, thoughtless 
of pe~sonal danger ; his praise was in the mouth of every one at 
that time, he never heard a disrespectful word against him. 

· REUBEN KEMP, Brooklyn,Con. Stark's Regt. testifies : "arrived at 
the high grounds over the neck ; were furnished with iutrenching 
tools and began to throw up a breastwork ; in ten or fifteen minutes 
the drums beat to arms, and we were marched immediately. Gen. 
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Putnam seemed to have the ordering of things. lie charged the 
men not to fire till the enemy came close to the works, and to take 
good aim and make every shot kill a man. A few pieces were dis
charged before the order, Gen. Putnam passed along the lines quick
ly and threatened to stab any one who fired without order. The 
enemy got pretty near the works, we were ordered to take good 
aim and fire. At this time Gen. Putnam was constantly passing 
backward and forward from right to left." 

IsAAC BASSETT, Killingley, Gen. Putnam's Regt. deposes: was 
at the redoubt and breastwork just as the action commenced ; saw 
G_en. Putnam there with his sword drawn, encouraging and anima
ting the troops. l\Iy father was going off with a wounded man, 
Gen. Putnam stopped him, pricking his arm with his sword, and 
told him not a soldier should leave the ground. I saw Gen. Putnam 
in the hottest of the fight, calling on the men to stand their ground ; 
I am sure he was at the same post when the enemy scaled the walls 
of the redoubt. 

EBENEZER BEAN, Conway, Stark's Regt. at the Redoubt, about 
12. Gen. Putnam was there and very active, was urging the men 
on, giving orders, riding from one end of the line to the other as far 
as I could observe, and continued active through the action ; in my 
opinion fought with great bravery. 

•
Judge Advocate Tunon: soon after the arrival of Gen. Washing

ton, courts-martial were ordered for trial of officers for mi£behavior 
I 7th June. In the inquiry which those trials occasioned, I never 

· heard any insinuation against the conduct of Gen. Putnam. 

PnEs. AnAMs, senior. " This I do say without reserve, I never 
heard the least insinuation of dissatisfaction with the character of 
Gen. Putnam during his whole life." 

Capt. JoHN BARKER, formerly of Pomfret," knew Putnam perfect
ly ; between the first and second attacks he came on foot to about 
the centre of ours (Reed's N. H. Regt.), warmly praised the men 
for their bravery and encouraged them to fight well should the ene
iny come again. 

Major ELIHU LYMAN, Greenfield, a Lieut. in the battle, deposes : 
well remembers, Gen. Putnam was present directing the retreat, ri
ding backward and forward between us and the British, and ap
peared cool and deliberate, frequently speaking to the men. Ifo 
continued with us till we were out of the reach of small arms. 
now perfectly remember, that I then expected every moment to sec 
Gen. Putnam shot from his horse. I knew Gen. Putnam perfectly, 
was in the army with him in the French war, and 5 years in the 
revolutionary war. 

I 
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ANDERSON l\1nrnR, l\laj. Lyman's company : saw Gen. Putnam 
ridincr througr1 the Atnf'rican ranks amidst showers of balls undaun
ted :,ith his sword drawn, exhorting the troops ' in the name of 
God' to form and give the British one shot more, and then they 
might retreat. 

GEN, KEYS, many years adjutant-general . of Conn. 1st Lieut. 
Putnam's Regt. : saw Putnam after the repulse of the enemy near 
the field-pieces deserted by Callender, as I was going towards the 
Redoubt, very active, found our troops giving way and immediately 
retreated. 

ABIEL BuGBEE, Ponifret, Putnam's Regt. : posted on left of the 
line behind rail fence ; Gen. Putnam was riding backward and for
ward encouraging the men during the fight ; when we retreated, Gen. 
Putnam was on horseback within ten rods of the enemy, and ordered 
us to take some tools as we retreated. . · 

JOHN DEXTER, Pomfret, Vt. Putnam's Regt. : knew him well ; 
saw him on the hill the night before the action ; heard him tell the 
officers they must exert themselves, for the· British would fire as soon 
as light appeared. Sa\V him there again in the morning. · One of 
the centinels jumped from his post on the fort; he ordered another 
to be placed there who was not a coward. The fire from the British 
was very severe,. the Gen. appeared unintimidated, as if they bad 
not fired a gun. 

ALEXA!\DER DAvIDrnN, Edgecombe, Ford"s company, deposes: 
Putnam ordered our company to carry the cannon, deserted by Cal
lender, to the rail fence ; he accompanied the pieces himself, saw 
to the placing them and until tftey commenced firing tltern. I well 
recollect his expression at the second firing of one of the pieces, it 
was loaded with cannister and seemed to make a lane through them. 
\Vhat time Putnam left our company I cannot say, but he was with 
us at the rail fence when the battle began, animating the men and 
telling us not to fear. · 

. E.nEN'R. BANCROFT, Esq. Tyngsborough, Capt. in Bridge's Regt., 
Lieut. with Putnam when a Maj. in the French war, together seve
ral campaigns : . has seen him often in the midst of danger ; his 
courage could not be doubted, nor his character impeached. ,vas at the laying ont of the works on Breed's Hill, the lines were 
marked out by Putnam. A party of Connecticut men under the di
rection of Gen. Putnam formed the rail breastwork, and lined it. 
Cannon were used on both sides. I loaded one piece myself twice ; 
we received from the field pieces of the enemy several shot through 
our gateway at time of the retreat. 
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. Ile remarks, I believe (in a lost letter) that · Col. Prescott 
and some of his officers informed some southern gentlemen, 
that in time of the action Putnah1 placed himself on the top of the 
hill where he could see the whole of the action. 

JAs, CLARK, Capt., Gen. Putnam's Regt. : commanded 100 men, 
arrived at rail fence ten minutes after the action began, and before 
Charlestown was burnt. On the retreat saw Gen. Putnam for the 
fourth time that day, actively engaged in managing the retreat. 
'Whenever I saw him on Bunker Hill, he appeared like a good sol
dier, firm, composed, vigilant, active, undaunted, in the discharge 
of the important duties of his station. 

17th June last, he says, he was f mile from the IIill ·when 
small arms began. 

Major JoHN BURNHAM, Londonderry, Lieut. in Little's Regt. : 
when arrived near the rail fence, saw Gen. Putnam. He appeared 
busily engaged in ~iving directions to the troops as they came up. 
He ordered my Capt. to get to the fort if he could ; passed by the 
fort and went to the south of it till we saw enemy's left flank ; \Veh· 
ber of my company was there with me and wounded. 

A Committee of l\Iass. Congress report : we applied to Gen. 
Putnam and other officers who were in the heat of the engagrm1ent 
for further intelligence. Gen. Putnam informed us, as he was riding 
up Bunker Hill, he met an officer in the train drawing his cannon 
down in great haste ; he ordered the officer back, who replied he 
had no cartridges. The Gen. dismounted and examined his boxes, 
and found~a considerable number of cartridges, upon which he order
ed him back ; he refused until the Gen. threatened him with instant 
death, but soon deserted his post and left his cannon. Another offi
cer, who had direction of -another cannon, conducted much in the 
same way. Gen. Putnam declared one of these officers ought to 
be punished with death, and that unless exemplary punishment was 
inflicted he would assuredly leave the army. That on the defect 
·of these officers, the reinforcements ordered up the Ilill could not be 
prevailed on to go ; the plea was, the artillery was gone, and that 
they had no chance for their lives, declaring they ha<l no officers to 
lead them. 

Col. Putnam informed me,• tlrnt about this time his father 
offered to lead them on himself, entreated, threatened, and 
bro.ke his sword over them knocking down a non-commissioned 
officer. 

• ms le.tier. 
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The following statements were published in the Patriot, by 
Gen. Dearborn. 

GEN, l\l. l\1'CLARY, Epsom, was in the battle from beginning to 
end ; on the retreat saw Gen. Putnam on top of Bunker Bill 
with a spade in his hand ; has no recollection of seeing him in the 
battle. , 

GEN, PEIRCE, Hillsborough, Ford's company, went on to the Hill 
about 11 ; Putnam requested our company to drag Callender's 
cannon down Bunker Hill ; at Capt. Ford's persuasion, drew them 
to rail fence ; thinks he saw Gen. Putnam at that place, looking for 
some part of his sword ; did not hear him give any orders or assume 
any command except on top of Bunker Hill. 

17th June last he says, he thinks Putnam was as brave as 
any man. 

In a letter to .11.lden Bradford, Esq. he adds, 
He thinks the action began a little before 1 ; thinks 15 or 1600 

men were in Redoubt;· there was but one N. II. Regt. in the en
gagement, of which Poor was a field officer with Stark and l\1'Clary; 
this Regt. left Medford at 10, and was on the battle ground one hour 
or more before action. 

TVe need not say how worthless his recollections are. 

Capt. S. R. TREVETT, Marblehead, Capt. Art.-About 1, the 
I 7th, left Cambridge ; saw Putnam riding toward Cambridge, and 
back toward Charlestown in 10 or 15 minutes; when arrived at 
the N. W. side of Bunker Ilill, 

[This was some time after the battle commenced, and after 
the first retreat of tlie British, as Capt. Trevett has very often 
informed me.] · 

saw Gen. Putnam dismounted and several others ; went to select a 
station for my pieces, saw Gen. Putnam on my return, the engage
was then going on ; arrived at rail fence when· retreat commenced ; 
descending N. \V. side of Bunker Hill, again saw Gen. Putnam in 
the same place putting his tent on his horse, asked him where I 
should carry my field piece, he said to Cambridge. 

_Maj. CALEB. STARK, son of the Col.: arrived at top of Bunker 
Hill, saw Gerrish, and Putnam I was told it was, standing together. 
Gen. Putnam performed no part in the operations at Breed's Hill, 
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l1is slation was llunke1· Hill. The battle commenced about the mid~ 
llle of the afternoon. 

I believe Col. Ree<l was not in the action. 

[\Vitnesses to prove Putnam was not in the action, because they 
did not see him in a line of i of a mile ! Could not see Col. Reed, 
who was fighting' and commanding beside them, as well known and 
as easily proved as that Col. Stark was there !] 

According to Dr. S:-.ow [Bost. Centinel], there was the same rival
ry and jealousy between Reed and Sta1k, as appears on the side of 
Stark and his officers· against Putnam ; the latter, Judge Advocate 
Tudor attrilJuted to Gen. Putnam's interference with the irregularities 
of the N. H. troops, particularly some violence committed by Stark 
and. his Regt. against Col. Hobart, the N. II. paymaster, on which 
a court was held under Gen. Green, which reported unfavorably to 
Col. Stark ;"' but the matter, I believe, was adjusted by the parties. 

RoB. K. \V1LKI~s, Concord) [after a ridiculous peregrination]
saw Putnam and Gerrish about a hundreil rods from our line, as I 
was going to rail fence, before firing with small arms commenced ; 
just before the rrtreat of the enemy from the fort, passed on to Bun· 
ker llill, where I found Putnam and Gerrish again. 

Rev. WM. BENTLEY. C,)]. Stark said : "My Chaplain-Had he 
[Gen. Putnam] done his duty, he would have decided the fate of his 
country in the first action." Ile then described the " pen," as he 
ealled the inclosed works, and t!te want rif judg111er1t in the works." 

· 1Vas tkis all he blamed Putnam for 6J 

ABF:L PARKER, Esq. Jaffrey. At the breastwork till wounded by 
the enemy, who flanked it ; then went into the fort ; remained till 
Prescott ordered a retreat. Has no hesitation in declaring Col. 
Small's story totally unfounded. 

lion. Tttos. KITTREDGE, surgeon. About 11, going off, sa,v 
Putnam at the foot of llunkf'r Hill ; heard him request some of the 
nrnn to go the fort and see if they could get some of the intrenching 
tools. 

Rev. DAN'L C11APLrN, D.l). Groton, and Tiev. Jons BuLLARD, Pep• 
perell. Were· intimate with Col. Prescott ; he told 11s repeatedly, 
that when the retrf'at was ordered and commeuced, and he was dc
.~cending the Hill, ho met .Gen. Putnam and said to him, " why did 
you not support rue, General, with your men, as I had reason to ex

* Gen. War,\'s Ord. l3ook. 
]ii 
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pect according to agreement?". Putnan~ answ~red, ''. I could not 
drive .tl1e dogs up." Prescott pomtedly said to him, " 1f you could 
not drive them np, you might have led them up." 

It is well known, as Hon. Mr. Webster observes in N. A. 
l1eview, that Putnam and Prescott were on terms of respectful 
friendship as long as they lived. 

Deacon LAWllENCE, Groton. Gen. Putnam was not present ei
ther while the works were erecting, or during the whole battle. I 
continued in the redoubt <luring the whole of it; I could see distinct
ly the rail fence and the troops. stationed there during the battle, 
but Gen. Putnam was not present as I saw. I saw ,varren shot, and 
from that time till he expired. 

This gentleman's memory is so impaired, that he has stated 
Col. Prescott to have been. in a blue coat, and ,varren in a 
blue coat and killed in the redoubt. 

The following evidence is from the statements taken down 
in writing by Gen. Sullivan and other Directors of the Bunker 
Hill monument, assisted by Judge Thacher· and one or two 
other gentlemen, at the request of the Directors, from survi
ving soldiers of the battle present at the celebration the 17th 
June last. 

JosHUA YEoMANs, Korwich, Gen. Putnam's Regt.-Ilelped build 
the fort the night before the battle, led on by Gen. Putnam. Was 
well acquainted with Gen. Putnam ; · saw a great deal of him in the 
11ction encouraging the men. I saw Gen. Putnam split a field-piece 
in the fort ; he could not get the ball into the piece. Ile went to 
his sad<lle-bags [haversack] and took a canvas bag of musket balls 
[grape], loaded the caunon, and fired it at a number of officers who 
were consulting under a row of trees. I then went to rail fence ; 
the~e saw Gen. Putnam riding along the whole line and crying out, 
" stick to your posts, men, and do your duty ;" lie ,vas greatly ex
posed. 

R1c;1'p. G1LCHR1ST, Dublin, Stark's Regt. At the . rail fence the 
whole action·. Putnam rode up as we went on, said, " push on, Col. 
Stark, the enemy have landed and formed." I saw Gen. Putnam 
several times on foot encouraging the men. 

Br,;NJ':'11\IANN, Capt. in Reed's Regt. \Vas stationed at rail fence; 
was at dmner when the alarm was first gh·en, and orders to march~ 
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Jn the latter part of the engagement I saw Gen. Putnam on my right, 
toward the redoubt. ' 

IsRAEL HuNT, Dunstable, Bridge's Regt. Gen. Putnam and Capt. 
Ford brought an iron field-piece to the rail fence, and fired it a mun
her of times. 

JoSEPlf TRASK, Billerica, Gardner's Regt. Gen. Putnam ordcrecl 
us down to right of fort ; rode back of our Regt. and said, " if any 
one offered to desert, run him through." 

FnANcrs DAvmsoN, Londonderry, Ford's company, at rail 
fence. The enemy marched toward us under a heavy fire from 
their ships and their field pieces. We were ordered to lie down till 
the enemy were near enough to be within good gun shot ; this order 
was given by Gen. Putnam, who was near us at the time. 

JoB SPAFFORD, Berlin, a Serjeant, Gen. Ward's Regt. , \Ve went 
to the rail fence. Gen. Putnam was employed in different places ; 
but the first time I remember distinctly to have seen him was about· 
the time the retreat was ordered. lie ordered us to retreat, by 
speaking, and by motion of his swor<l. Ile seemed to have the chief 
command on the hill and whem we were. 

JESSE S:111TH, Salem, ( a respectable ll!ercliant,) was at rail fence ; 
tired 16 rounds : went off to get his musket fixed. Going up Bunker 
Hill saw Col. Gardner wounded, and saw Gen. Putnam on his horse 
riding about frothing at the mouth, urging the men there down to 
the line of battle ; returning to the line, retreat began. , 

· A. DrcKERsoN, Amherst, \Voodbridge's Regt. This and Col. 
Brewer's Regt. were led on by Gen. Putnam as a reinforcement. 

\Vt11. FRENCH, Dunstable. Ry order of Putnam and Pomroy, we 
carried tools to neck ; heard British were coming ; some slunk off, 
a number went on. ,. I went to rail fence, an<l was there all the ac• 
tion. I saw Gen. Putnam a number of times. 

RusSELL DEWEY,Westfield, went on just after action commenced; 
saw Oen. Putnam urging the men into the action with his drawn 
sword., 

BENJ'N BuLLARD, Hopkinton, Capt, in Brewer's Regt. was in 
fort; heard Putnam say," Gods curse you," and saw him riding up 
and down ; knew Lim in French war. 

ENos LAKE, Ringe, Reed's Regt. \Vent on just as battle began ; 
fired all my cartridges ; was at rail fence ; saw Putnam behind me 
once. 
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\V)t, Low, Gloucester. Putnam or<lere<l 11s lo carry off intrench .. 
it1g tools ; our company went, followed him in Indian file down tlw 
Hill ; the shot flew as thick as hailstone. Putnam was as cool as 
ever man was. News came the British were landing ; Putnam then 
said it was too late, ordered every man to take a rail on his back, 
took one himself, went to the other rail fence, and we worked at 
doubling it. Fired 18 out of my 19 cartridges. 

PHILIP DAGLEY, (a respectable Drp. Sheriff at IYP1rb11ryport,for 
nearly 30 ymrs past,) Frye's Regt. Went over night; fought at 
the breastwork till they turned the corner of the rail fence and bPgm1 
to rake the whole breastwork. Saw Putnam pass up and down the 
line on horseback <luring the battle, encouraging the soldiers. The 
shot were very thick where he was ; he had a very calm, encourag
ing look. Knew him because I had seen him at Cambridge. 

THos. DAvis, Holden. Saw Gen. Putnam on Bunker Hill ; ho 
told a negro he would cut him down if he attempted to run ; he tried 
to get past, and Putnam struck him down with his sword. 

Jom, HoLDF.X, Leicester, Doolittle's RC>gt. Capt. afterwards in 
the army. In his statement and letter to the treasurer he says =-:-· 
Early_in the morning Putnam came to our Regt. stationed the night 
before near Prospect Hill, and ordered it on to the llill by 9 o'clock. 
\Ve went, and soon took post on left'of Col. Stark by rail fence; 
During the action I often saw Gen. Putnam come up to our Rrgt. ; 
he appcarPd very actively engaged in the action. One of the Regt. 
got down behind a haycock ; Gen. Putnam rode up and cried, 
" Gods curse him ! run him thro11gh if he won't fight !" gave him 
one or two blows with his sword aud drove him into the ranks. 

S.rn'L Jo;,;r.s, Sudbury, Doolittle's Rcgt. 

[This gentleman, and t!te npxt wi'.tness of E. Sudlmry, arc 
well known by Dr. Bigelow the distinguis}ied Botanist, as wit
nesses of the highest respectability.] 

\Vas at the rail fence ; saw Gen. Putnam and spoke with him, he 
encouraged us very much, and rode up and down behind us, his 
horse was all of a lather, and the battle was 

0
rroiuo-

0 
on very hotly at 

the time. 

Jl,Jr. Jones has since informed me, 
Our cannon were brought down behind the rail fence ; " I recol

lect with perfect distinctness they were fired a number of times." 
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NATHANIEL R1cE, E. Sudbury. ,vas in the fort; fired a musket 
I took from the British at Concord 26 times. Saw Putnam riding 
round, encouraging the people to the utmost, before the battle and 
during the battle. 

JosIAH CLEVELAND, of Canterbury, Conn. in '75, Putnam's Regt. 
Helped build Red.oubt ; fought at rail fence. r1n a detailed state
ment before Wm. Stevenson, Esq. he says :] ,~Pnt night of· 16th ; 
halted at neck bv Gen. Putnam and ordered to load with 2 balls ; 
to march in profound silence ; Gen. Putnam at our head. Tlwre 
was a consultation of officers on Bunker Hill. Gen. Putnam was 
advanced to front ; suppose he led us to Breed's Hill. Saw him 
soon after arriving there. He ordered out a guard to the shore ; I 
went ; returned at daylight ; found Putnam and others directing the 
works. He was doing this most part of the time till enf'my landed ; 
he then ordered Conn. and part of r,Iass. troops to make the breast
work at rail fence. Before fire of muskets began, Putnam ordered 
us to lie down, and not to fire till we saw their buttons An old sol
dier wanted to go off, he said, for water. Gen. Putnam told him, he 
depemled on him as one of his best soldiers ; he persisted, and Gen. 
Putnam ran his sword throngh or into his arm and ma<le him return 
to his duty. Fired 40 cartridges, borrowed 3 more. Eritish had. 
several pieces of field artilllery ; ·one of our pieces was used at the 
rail fence. Knew Gen. Putnam very well. 

SrnEON NOYES, Salem, Little's Regt. was in the fort. He depo
ses before B. J\lerrill, Esq. Salem :-The bell was ringing, I know 
not whether for l o'clock, or the alarm. Adjutant Jenkins rode up 
nnd hallooed," Turn.out ! the enPmy 's all landed at Charlestown." 
Col. Little and our Capt. went into the fort. Gen. Putnam rode up 
on his oh! white horse, and said to Lieut ,vhitmore, the Capt. be
ing out of hearing, "Draw off your men here (pointing t1J the mil 
fence,) and man the rail fence ; the enemy are flanking us fast." I 
was an eye-witness of this. Gen. Putnam was not in the fort during 
the engagement ; he was riding to and fro in all parts of the line, 
encouragin,g- the men, pressing them forward, and givil!g orders to the 
officers. lie did not stop long in any one place. I saw him several 
times during the battle. .,Vhen we were retreating, he rode up to 
us with his tent and tent-poles on his horse, and asked why we were 
_retreating. He said, we had been wishing to have the enemy 
come out, and now we had retreatPd, and had left the tools for them 
to fortify with ;-that we ought to be ashamed of such conduct. flut 
our officers thought he was _too fiery, and refused to go back as he 
wished. 
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W,11, l\lARDEX, Portsmouth, Gerrish's Regt. deposes before N. A. 
Haven, Esq. On reaching the top of Bunker Hill, saw Gen. Putnam 
on horseback, riding backward and forward, urging the men onward,; 
to the charge, and presently saw him ride down the hill toward the 
enemy. Ilefore we reached breastwork, retreat commenced. 

The statements of the t\'.'o following witnesses were taken by 
the Author. 

A:uos FosTER, Tewksbury. Putnam came and ordered some men 
to take tools, and he took some and went to Bunker Hill to fortify. 

The enemy's fire was so hot to the top of the hill, they had to leave 

and retreated to us. While we were firing at the enemy, heard 

Putnam tell us, to fire low. Ile was on horseback. I was at the 

rail fence; near breastwork. Two of our field-pieces were near me 

and fired a number of times. Hill, a Uritish deserter, said we fired 


· too high. The pieces were' lowered ; he said, with an oath, "you 

have made a furrow through them." lie watched British field-pie

ces, and, when they were about to fire, we all laid down. One man 

was burned very badly by a cannon cartridge. I knew Putnam soon 

.after Lexington battle. 

Col. \V ADE, of Ipswich, Treasurer of Essex county, Capt. in Lit
tle's Regt. " The .British field-pieces fired a great deal before small 
arms. I was at the rail fence. I saw Putnam, while we were en
gaged with the enemy, ridin<; down Bunker Hill. toward the rail 
fence. He was the only officer I .saw on horseback. Ile seemed 
busily engaged bringing on troops. One of our cannon, deserted Ly 
Callender, was fired a number of times at rail fence very near me; 
two men in our Rcgt. Halliday and Dutton, of Newburyport, fired 
one of the cannon 3 or 4 times and hurraed very loud. On the re
·treat, I saw Putnam on Bunker Hill ; there were intrcnching tools 
there, and he tried to stop our troops to throw up works there. 
Ile said, 'make a halt hen•, my lads, and we can stop them yet.' " 

Tlie following statements were made at .ddj. Gen. Sumner's 
-0.ffice. · . 

Jam, STEVENS, Andover, Frye's Regt. went over night. \Vas in 
tlie fort. Saw Putnam in the fort before small arms fired ; told 
them, not to fire till they saw the white of their eyes. Threatened 
to kill some who fired too soon. 

· · GEORGE LEACH, Salem, \Vhitcomb's Regt. Our company detach
ed to the hill in the evening. Was at rail fence. Saw Putnam 
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repeatedly during the march to the Hill, urging and directing the 
men where to station themselves. In the height of the action, saw 
Putnam again at the fence encouraging the men. 

DAVID BREWER, Framingham. Our Captain, ·afraid to go on; 
was marching off, when Putnam met us at the neck, and turned us 
back on to the hill. 

Jos. TR .... sK, Billerica, Gardner's Regt. Putnam ordered them 
to make a breastwork on Bunker Hill, which they commenced. A 
~hort time afterwards, Putnam came back, and ordered the Col. to 
march and take a position. Saw Putnam repeatedly at the fence 
during the action, encouraging the men' and officers, calling out to 
the officers to drive the men up, and not let them flinch. Knew 
Putnam well ; for some time one of his guard. 

· Before publishing the Sketch, the Author received the fol
lowing testimony. 

A Certificate from THOMAS DAY, Esq. Secretary of the State of 
Connecticut, that, from the records of that State, it appears, Gen. 
Putnam was in April, 1775, appointed by the General Assembly of 
Connecticut, Brigadier-General, Colonel of the second Regt. and 
Capt. of the first company of that regiinent. . 

ELIJAH JouRDAN, Bucksfiekl, deposes before a very respec
table ~lagistrate, Sam'l F. Brown, Esq. who certifies, with an• 
other person, that Jourdan possesses an 1tnblemished char .. 
acter : 

"Helped buil<l the intrenchments, and fought within the intrcnch~ 
rnent till the British took possession of our fort ; during which time, 
I perfectly well remember that Gen. Putnam was in the said in
trenchment [breastwork] very frequ~ntly during the engagement, 
giving orders as commander in chief; and I perfectly recollect, that 
he \Vas in the fort• when the reinforcement of the British came up. 
While we were waiting for the British to come up the Hill, orders 
were given to us not to fire till we could see the whites of their 
eyes ; an<l this order, I was then told, came from Gen. Putnam ; 
Lut I <lid not hear it from him. I knew Gen. Putnam's person per
fectly well at that time, having frequently seen him before." 

• Thi• was a little before the battle; during the battle the distinguished hero and patriot 

C'ol. l'r~scott had the entire and uncontrolled command in the Reriouh1. 
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Col. J. PAGE, of Atkinson, stated before John Vose, Esq. : 
" Was in the action. Saw Gen. Putnam, before the action com

menced, conducting cannon to the fort ; saw him aft~r the firing 
commenced. Well recollects he thought Putnam d1<l not want 
courage." 

A.rno.:i SmTn, Shrewsbury ; statement before S. D, \Varel, 
Esq. 

'' I assisted in prrparing the intrenchment at the rail fence, under 
Putnam's orders; and was,during the whole battle, at that place. Put
nam was active, so far as I saw, in discharge of his duty. Though 
I served a considerable length of time, never heard that he was 
chargeable with any misconduct. Ile appeared to me to have, and I 
always understood he had, the command of the troops." 

. EzRA RuNNELs, l\Iiddleborough, deposes before \Vilkes 
Wood, Esq. . 

"I belonged to Capt. Gri<lley's artillery company. 1Vent on to 
the Hill with the company, and 2 small pieces, the evening bi>fore 
the battle ; and was at and near the redoubt during the battle, until 
our party retreated. I well remember of seeing Gen. Putnam at the 
Lreastwork during the battle. llefore that time, residing in Groton, 
Connecticut, was personally acquainted with him. I rnpeatedly saw 
him during the action _walking upon the breastwork and animating 
the men to exert themselves. Capt. Gridley, having received some 
cartridges wliich were too large for our pieces, said that nothing 
could be done with them, and left his post, and our company wa3 
scattered. General Putnam came to one of the pieces, near which I 
_stood,and furiously inquired where our oiftcers were ? On being told 
our cartridges were too big, and that the pieces could not be loaded, 
he swore, and said they could be loaded, taking a cartridge> he broke 
it open, and loaded the pieces with a ladle, which was discharged ; ---. 
and assisted us in loading two or three times in that manner." 

Col. Jos. \Vmn101ua.:, Newburyport, Lieut. in Little's Regt. well 

known as a most respectable witness, a native of Charlestown, 

hroug~t up as an apprentice by Richard Devens, Esq. stated before 

a l\lag1strate, Hon. ~benezcr Mosely. "\Vent with part of his com

pany down to thP left of Redoubt, near some trees which were stand

mg, and there received the attack. Ou the retreat Col. \Vhitmore 

was wounded in l1is thigh. The Col. states, that, at lhe very mo111eut 

he ~vas wounded, GPn, Warren fell, and was within six feet of him. 

As it respects Gen. Putnam, Col. Whitmore statrs, that he knew Gen. 

Putnam perfectly wdl ; that he was well acquainted with him in the 
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old French war ; that he saw Gen. Putnam on Breed's Hill when he 
went on with his company, and also on the retreat soon after he was 
wounded, on the side of the Hill. Ile .says, that, well knowing Gen. 
Putnam and the Gen.. knowing him, he said, " General, shan't we 
rally again?" Gen. Putnam said, " Yes, as soon as we can, are you 
wounded?" 

PHILIP JOHNSON, Esq. of Newburyport, same company, 
states before same 1\Iagistrate : 

Was at the rail fence, While there, just before the action 
began, he saw Gen. Putnam on horseback very near him, and dis
tinctly heard him say, ".l\len, you know you are all marksmen, you 
can take a squirrel from the tallest tree. Don't fire till you see the 
whites of their eyes." Immediately after the first retreat of the 
British, Gen. Putnam rode up.and said, " l\Ien, you have done well, 

· but next time you will do better, aim at the officers." The British 
entered the redoubt'without much firing, and the retreat commenced. 
Just as l\1r. Johnson left his place at the rail fence, about half a gun 
shot from the redoubt, General Putnam rode up, bis horse covered 
with foam, aud said something, he does not distinctly know what, 
and fllde off. " The balls were flying as thick as peas." l\lora 
unexceptionable witnesses than these two never testified. 

CoL. SMALL, Col. PuTNUI, son of the General, states, that, soon 
after the battle, Col. Small sent a present to his father by a flag, with 
warm acknowledgments for the great oLlig-ation he was under. Col • 
.Putnam requesting an explanation, his father said, he had long been 
an intimate friend of Small, and loved him as a brother. That, after 
the enemy were repulsed from the left an<l centre where he was, tho 
firing continued brisk on the rigfa, to which he rode quickly ; the 
enemy were just retreating. The smoke and dust clearing off, the 

· first thing he saw was Small, standing alone, close to the breastwork, 
deserted by his men. An American drew up his piece to level at · 
him ; Putnam prevented him, and halh1oed aloud to those near who 
were prepal"ing to fire : " don't fire, he's a friend of mine.'' He was 
obeyed, and Small, thanking him, escaped. 

~mall, in a subsequent billet, invited Putnam to meet him. By 
\Vashington's advice, he complied; received pressing invitations 
to join the British, and promise of high rank and emolument for 

. himself and sons ifhe would. These offers were spurned, and com

m1111icated to Washington, who advised him, as the times were 

jealous, to say nothing of it. 


C 
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CoL. afterwards GrcN. SMALL, and Governor of the Island of 
Guernsry, declared to Col. Trumbull and l\Iaj. Garden, at differ
ent times that Gen. Putnam was in this situation, and in this manner 
saved his life. Col. Small stated this as a motive, which should 
have induced him to attempt, as he afterwards did, to save the life of 
his friend Warren. Ile stated to Dr. Jeffries of Boston, a surgeon 
in the British army, that, when he entered our redoubt, he saw Wa~
ren retiring, and called to him, for God's sake, to stop, and save Ins 
life. \Varren looked and seemed to recognize him, but kept on, and 
was killed by a ball through his head. These facts Dr. Jeffries re
lated to the Author, referring to his journal in confirmation of 
them. That \Varren fell in this situation we know from Gen. Dear
born's statement to \Vilkinson, Gen. Winslow, Col. Whitmore, Col. 
Ilriclge, Dr. Jeffries, and many others. \Ve learn from the Dr. and 
lion. Perez Morton, that he and Small were very intimate. 

Small and Putnam were likewise intimate friends. Gov. Brooks 
informed the author, that when they met at Charlestown, on the ex
change of prisoners, they ran into each other's arms and kissed each 
other, to the great diversion and astonishment of the country people 
of the army. 

S.oiuEL BASSETT, Stark's Regt. His deposition, lost, was, we 
believe :-Ilis company left Medford later than the rest, was at 
Ploughed hill about f past 2, a little before the fire commenced. 
In about 15 minutes, Gen. Putnam came on. the gallop, and said, 
~, up, my brave boys, for Gocl's sake ! we drive them." 

D.:ACON l\11LLAR, of Charlestown [ we have his written certificate,] 
states, lie was in Garcluer's Regt. ancl just over the neck at the foot 
of Dunker Ilill when the musketry fire began, ancl <lid not see Gen. 
Putnam till he was half way up Dunker !Jill, when he ordered them 
to carry on intrenching tools. 

Though this statement can be reconciled with the numerous 
witnesses, who saw Putnam at the American line when the 
battle began, supposing, while l\Iillar's Regt. marched up to 
the _tools, Putnam left the lines and rode back to this Regt. 
ab?ut ~ of ~ mile, the ri~e of a minute for him, yet Deacon 
l\I1llar 1s mistaken, and c!,d not see Putnam till the action was 

· half over. ,ve offer the statement of l\Ir. ENocu BALDWIN, 
of l\lilton, at Gen. Sumner's office, and more particularly taken 
by his son Aaron Baldwin, Esq. and myself: 

" Was in the same, Gardner's Regt. and serjeant of the leading 
company. Marched to corner of road to Lechmere's Point to a fort 
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where Patterson's Regt. was posted. Gen. \Vard's Aid D. C. came 
some time after battle commenced with orders for us to march to 
Bunker Hill. Passed the Neck by files ; helped drag some cannon . 
to the top of the Hill. Gen. Putnam rode up to the Col. full gallop, . 
and advised him to let his men carry on some intrenching tools ; 
and said, we should not have any more fighting, as the British had 
been beaten twice and had retreated the second time. Near top of_ 
the Hill, we found large stacks of tools, and took some ; but action 
re-commenced, and the Col. said, drop the tools and push on. When 
about a rod from the Redoubt, retreat commenced." 

JunoE WINTHROP* says, he was coming off, the last of the battle, 
and met this Regt. which did not display. [The Col. being wound
ed, the right did not.] 

JOHN lloPKINs, Templeton, in his statement, 17th June last. Same 
Regt. Came upon the Hill just as they left the Redoubt. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Charlestown, same Regt. Heard the small 
arms long before we arrived at Bunker Hill, and near l\lilk Row ; 
they sounded, compared to the cannon, like the crackling of fagots. 

\V111. DrcKSON, same town and Regt. Before we took up our 
march for Bunker Hill, and before we reached Prospect Bill, I 
am sure I heard the musketry fire. Battle began a great while before 
we reached Bunker Hill. The musket balls flew very thick where 
Putnam was, nearly or quite on top of Bunker Hill. He did not 
seem to mind it. The balls pierced a cartridge-box, a hat, and 
breech of a gun. Putnam had his sword in his hand, and hallooed 
to us to drive up. 

Maj. DAN'L JACKSON, of Newton, Serjeant then in Foster's artille
·ry company, kept a written journal. On the 17th June, '75, he en
tered :-" Bunker 1Iill fight was this day. Capt. Foster's company 
" was ordered down ; but they did not get there time enough to 
" do the good they ought, nor Col. Gardner's Regt." [They were 
together.] ' 

Capt. FRAKcrs GREEN, one of the Boston Assessors, of the highest 

respectability, was a Serjeant in the same Regt. afterward a Capt. 

in the army. " The battle was nearly over when we arrived at 

the rail fence. It began, l think, when we were at Patterson's sta

tion. One of our men was wounded by a musket-ball on top of 

Bunker Hill. Un our retreat, saw Putnam on Bunker Hill ; he was 

in danger from the balls flying there ; he tried to stop us, and to 

make us take up intrenching tools, as I understood him to throw up 

a breastwork there." 


• An. Rev. 
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[N. D. There is no difficulty in reconding the foreg~ing testi
mony as to Putnam's beino- at the Breastwork when the act10n began 

' b .l dthere, as it diJ first, and at the· rail fence w 1en 1t commence 
'there, afterward, if they were 40 rods apart ; but if necessary,. to 
reconcile witnesses, we may suppose, with Stedman and other high 
authorities, that the rail fence and breastwork approached. very near' 
each other, and were even in contact. 

NOTE n. 
The hot fire to the top of Bunker Hill. 

The musket~y fire appears sufficiently from the evidence imme
diately preceding, though we have more ; and from Col- Gardner's 
mortal wound from a musket-ball, when Capt. Trevett states he was 
beside him, on top of Bunker Hill. We know that Dritish muskets, 
elevated, will carry near a mile, from our own experience ; and,. 
foim the opinion. of Gen. Millar, Gen. Boyd, and l\laj. Ilrooks, the. 
distance here was little more than !· 

The formidable cannonade is asserted by Renj'n Butman, Po~t
master of Dixmont, A1110s Foster, before mentioned ; C11pt. Trevett 
lost a gun carriage and one of his mPn by it. Dr. Dexter says, this 
fire kept the top of the II ill clear of troops after 12 o'clock. · 

NOTE C. 

Gen. Putnam's command in the Battle. 

No orders for the ronJuct and command of this expedition can be 
found. Gen. Ward's ordeily book is silent in regard to it. They 
must be gathered from circumstantial evidence and parol testi
1:1ony. Gen. Putnam's papers were destroyed by Iris son emigra
tmg to the western country. The only orderly books I find of his 
troops commenced directly after the battle. 

Putnam, accorrling te the oftkial certificatf' of Mr. Day, Secretary
?f the ~ta~e of Connecticut, was aproint!::d Brig: Gen. by that ~olony 
m Apr1l1 75. He came to Cambndge immediately after Lexmgton: 
battle. 27th April. '75, Col. Huntington, of the Conn. troops, writes: 
G~v. Trumbull. from Cambridge (l\lass. Hist. Lib.), " Gen.Ward 
bemg at Roxbury, Gen. Putnam is Commander in Chief at this 
place." His s·on, who was then with him, states, he had a separate. 
command of 3 Regts. near the place where the British landed prG
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vious to Lexington battle. Maj. Daniel Jackson, the 16. June, '75, 
made the following f'ntry in a journal kept by him at the time :
" Gen. Putnam with the army went to intrench on Bunker Hill." 

Capt. 'l revett, senior Capt. of artillery, on the <lay of the battle 
inquired officially of his commanding officer, l\Iaj. Gridley, then in 
command of aU the artillery at Cambridge, and whose father, Col.' 
Gridley, was inferior to no one in the councils of war, "who had 
command of the troops ?" and was informed by him, "Gen. Put-' 
nam ;" he observed at the time, " then there is nothing to fear." He 
consequently applied to (ien. Putnam for orders, and received them. 

Doctor Aaron Dexter, in a statement from written memoranda, 
made at the time and preserved by him, says : That, the day after 
the battle, he was at Gen. Ward's quarters, and was informad by the 
officers there, that Gen. Putnam had command of all the troops 
which were sent down over night, and which might be ordered there 
the nl'xt day. 

Col. Humphreys, in his life of Putnam, says, Gen. \Varren 
went to Breed"s Hill over night, and had the command. We 
learn from Col. Putnam, that all the biography of his father, 
during our revolution, was written at l\Iount Yernon, without any 
communication with Gen Putnam on the. sub,1ect, and without his 

_ knowledge. An account of Gen. Putnam's lite, preceding the revo~ 
lution, was communicated to Col. Humphreys, by Dr. Waldo, a man 
of genius, who obtained his information from the Gen. at Col. 
Humphreys' request. 

On the statement of Col. Humphreys, the Rev. l\Ir. Whitney, in a 
note to his funeral discourse on Uen. Putnam, remarks. " The true 
"state of the case was this: The detachment was at first· put under 
,: the command of Gen. Putnam ; with it he took possession of the 
" Hill, and ordered the battle from the beginning to the end. These 
" facts Gen. Putnam himself gave me soon after the battle, and also 
" repeated them to me after his Life was printed." 

Gen. Putnam made these same declarations to his son. In sup
port of his declarations we have his unsuspected honor and scrupu
lous religious principlt•s. The Rev. Mr. Mosely states, he was one 
of the main pillars of Mr. Whitney's church ; on account of the 
profanity he hacl committed during the war, he made a public con
fession and humiliation before the whole church and congregation, 
though his pastor deemed it needless. 

The only tittle of evidence we know of, in opposition to this testi
mony, is, that Col, Scamman published in a newspaper the report of a 
Court Martial, held on him, and to the very unfavorable testimony of 
Col. Whitcomb, as he is called by the Court, ( who remark that the 
witnesses call him Gen.) Scammau, undoubtedly, if not, the printer, 
by way of revenge annexes the following '' N. B. Col. Whitcrm,b 
" acted as a Gen. Officer, and as there was no Gen. O.ffi.cer wlio com



" manded on Bunke1· llill, was it not liis duty to have been' 
there'?"* 

It appears from the witnesses in this trial, under oath, that Col. 
Scamman, while the battle was going on, sent to Gen. Putnam at 
Bunker Hill to see if he was wanted, (his Serjeant swears he was 
thus sent, and it is not denied,) and that the Regt. went to the top 
of Bunker IIill; " after which Gen. Putnnm came up and ordered 
" the Regt. to advance, within hearing of Col. Scamman." 

,ve can only say, 3000 of our ancestors would never have gone 
out to battle without some one to command the whole. 

The conduct of Gen. Putnam the night before the battle, and dur
ing the engagement, has been sufficiently detailed and proved. 

NoTE D. 
The number of the British was about 5,000. 

This is stated in the Pennsylvania Packet, July 3d, '75, from a 
number of authorities; the N. II. Gazette, June 27, '75, from a 
number of authorities. In a letter from Capt. Job Bradford, a near 
relative of Alden Bradford, Esq. 19th June, '75, published in those 
papers, he says : he came out of Boston the 18th, and the British 
troops, which went o_vPr the day of the battle, were 5000. The 
corps of the enemy sent over can't be estimated at less ; they can 
be ascertained from various sources, Ps1wcially De Berniece's plan of 
the battle, of the highest authority. His high standing appears from 
Gen. Gage's employing him, (with another distinguished ofilcer, 
Capt. Brown, son-in-law of the patriot James Otis, afterwards woun
ded in the battle,) on the dangerous and difficult service of reconnoi
tring Suffolk and Worccskr counties, preparatory to hostilities. His 
opportunities for gaining information from the battle ground, and 
other sources, were the best which existed. 

NoTE E. 
Duration of the Battle an hour and a ltalf or two lwurs. 

Penn. Packet, June 26, '75 : " An express says, the battle lasted 
about two hours. This account is from Elijah Hyde, a spectator of 
the battle the whole time from Winter Hill." N. II. Gazette, 27, 
June, '75 : " Bore as heavy a fire as was ever known of musketry 
and cannon, for 2 hours." Capt. l\lann, 17, June last, states: 
Batt\11 began about s, and retreat about 5. Gen. Winslow 

* Scamman met Whitcomb early in the day, near Lecbmere Point. Perhaps be knew 

that Putnam was absent from the Uill at that time, and meant \Vhitcomb ought then to 
!,ave been there. 
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stated, the reinforcement arrived a little before 3. [battle began soon 
after.] Gov. Brooks met the troops retreating about :5. 

NoTE F. 
No Battery in .Mystic River. 

Gov. Brooks ; also Dr. Dexter, who was very advantageously sit
uated on Chelsea marshes to view the engagement, is confident of 
this. ,ve might add a multitude of names ; but this point is almost 
the only one on which witnesses disagree, except as to the time of the 
clock when any thing occurred, in respect to which the mistakes of 
the soldiers are almost ludicrous.* 

There are authoriti€s, perfectly decisive and satisfactory against 
the presence of a battery in the l\Iystic. In a very valuable work, 
" Detail and Conduct of the American \Var under Sir ,vm. Howe," 
&c. praised in the l\fonthly Review, and which rapidly passed to a 
third edition, it is adduced as gross neglect, in the British commander 
that no such battery was placed there. The same charge is repeat
ed in the history of Stedman, a British officer. There was not any, 
or the .l\Iass. Cong. would have mentioned it,in their official account. 
The mistake arose from the profusion of balls which flew in so many 
directions, and from a floating battery's going up the river directly af
ter the battle. 

NoTE G. 
Cannon were employed a great deal on both sides. 

Although this has been formally denied, it would be as ridiculous 
gravely to prove a fact so notorious, by accumulating the vast mass 
of uniform testimony on this point, as to show that the breastwork did 
not point up toward Cambridge, but ran down toward the .Mystic. 
,ve might dwell on the emphatic declarations in the official accounts 
of both belligerents, the indisputable testimony of De Berniere, Sted
-man, and the mass of evidence preceding; we merely add, Capt. Ford 
himself stated to Professor Stearns of the University, that Putnam 
g,lVe him orders concerning Callender's cannon; his men carried them 
to the rail fence ; and that he fired one of them a number of times 
himself. 

* They were very much in the situation of the king of Prussia's serjeant, who wore a bul

let for a watch, and when his majesty who had learnt this, asked him the time of day by his 

watch, he answered that bis only reminded him that he was to be ready to die at any time 

in hi• Majesty's sen·ice. The ~ing presented him his own watch ; our ancestors gained a 

greater reward. 
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Gen. Winslow stated to me, he was informed by the Uritish ofii.· 
cers that the mistake as to the oversized cannon balls was rectified, 
and a new supply sent over before the engagem<·nt. From subse• 
quent evidence, however, it appears that they were not there in sea• 
son to be employed on the first attack. 

Dr. Jeffries informed me, that the mistake in sen<ling over cartridges 
too large for the . British cannon was conunitkd by a young son of 
.!\laster Lovell, who receivf'd his appointment in the ordnance de. 
partment from old General Cleveland the head of it, who was in love 
with his sister. This mistake perhaps, which rendered the first at. 
tack by their field pieces faint, was decisive of our success on their 
two first attacks, and secured to us all the advantages of a victory 
throughout the engagement. The vny authentic and satisfactory 
work we quoted above," the Conduct of the \Var by Gen. Bowe, 
&c." observes on this subject, " The wretched blunder of oversized 
" balls came fro1n-the dotage of an officer of rank in that corps, who 
"spends all his time with the schoolmaster's daughters. God knows 
"he is old enough; he is no Samson, yet he must have his Dalilah." 

NoTE II. 

We related in the first edition of our Sketch, a. remarkable anec· 
dote of a Clergyman, who was on the battle-ground at Bunker Hill, 
and extremely desirous of saying prayers o\'er the body of Asa Pol
lard, the first victim who foll. We did so on the authority of Col. 
Prescott himself, and one of his Capts. as reported to us by II on. 
,vm. Prescott, of Boston, the only son of Col. Prescott, and who has 
ever worthily supported the honour of his name. To those, who 
have taken trouble to peruse the newspapers of that period, it is per• 
fectly well known, that the Clergyman, who was present and highly 
distinguished himself·in Bunker hill battle, by valiantly fighting the 
foe, was the Rev. John l\Iartin.• He was justly rewarded for his gal· 
lantry by a chaplaincy in a Rhode Island Regt. ; and soon after the 
. battle he preached a discourse from the following very appropriflte 
text. Neb. 4, 11. " And I said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, 
" and to the rest of the people, Be not ye afraid of them : remember 
" the Lord whiclt is great and terrible, and fight for your brethren, 
"your sons and your daughters, your wives and your houses." This 
tex! and chapter wei:e s~lected with peculiar happiness for the oc• 
cas1on, and the apphcat10n was peculiarly congenial with the taste of 
our ancestors. 

P. S. The minute occurrences of Bunker bill battle have ne..er been published. This will 

be dO)ne by the author,_lf the Public can tolerate any furtber notes on the subject. 

• N, II, Gazette, 18 July 1775. 
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have taken trouble to peruse the newspapers of that period, it is pn· 
fectly well known, that the Clergyman, who was present and highly 
distinguished himself-in Bunker hill battle, by valiantly fighting the 
foe, was the Rev. John l\lartin.• Be was justly rewarded for his gal· 
lantry by a chaplaincy in a Rhode Island Hegt. ; and soon after the 
battle he . preached a discourse from the following very appropri;,te 
text. Neb. 4. 11. " And I said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, 
" and to the rest of the peoph', Be not ye afrai<l of them : remember 
"the Lord w!iiclt is great and terrible, and fight for your brethren, 
"your sons and your daughters, your wives and your houses." This 
text and chapter were selected with peculiar happiness for the oc• 
casion, and the application was peculiarly congenial with the taste of 
our ancestors. 

P. S. The minute occurrences of Bunker hill battle have never been published. This will 
be d~ne by the autbor,_if the Public can tolerate any further notes on the subject. 

• N. II. Gazette, 18 July 1775. 
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NoTE K, 
. il,>hett Steele (of Dedham) drummer, beat yankee doodle on th~ 

day of the battle, was drum major during the war, instructed by 
Steuben, received two badg<'S ofmerit, and had the honour of catrving 
every flag while the army were opposed to Burgoyne. On 17th 
June last, he had the satisfaction of beating the same tune, on the same 
spot, for the procession which laid the corner stone of a monument to 
commemorate the engagement, and of meeting 200 of his surviviri& 
companions in the battle on the same day, who all declared it the hap~ 
piest of their lives. Parks, (of Cambridge) who blew the ear-piercin<t 
fife for Gardner's reg., afterwards fife major in the army, says yankt-: 
doodle was first employed at this time, being introduced by the 
British to ridicule the yaukees, . Parks' talents are still in requisition 
as an accomplished fifer, and by labour and industry he has h(¥lora
bly educated and maintained his family of 25 cl1il<lren, 

NoTI': L. 
Frost says, we fought behind some stones tve threw up, on the shore 

of tht Mystic ; I received a ball through the hip, and could not re"' 
treat, but crept in among the British wounded. In the morning I 
was discovered, and an officer ordered me to be carried to the fort ; 
the soldiers damned me and threatened to run me through if I did 
not rise and walk, but I was too stiff to move. They hauled me about 
till I became more limber, I took hold of their shoulders, hopped to 
the fort, was confined in Iloston jail, and canied to Halifax ; in about 
a year, broke jail and went to R. Island to enlist again, but they 
would not accept me on account of my lameness. 
I. 

NoTE l\f. 
Cen. \Vinslow stated, a contribution was made in the army fol' 

Salem and he was pr<'SPnted to \Vashington as having slain Pitcairo1 
who was killed on the British left, according to all authorities. De 
Berniere places his marines there opposed to some houses near the re
doubt and the "Conduct of the war, &c." says he was shot from some 
Charlestown houses. Four balls were lodged in him. He was much 
beloved iu Boston, and the English papers contain the highest eulogieli 
on him as a gentleman, soldier, husband and father. When slain;. 
his son in. agony exclaimed " I've lost my father," his soldiers ceased 
firing, and responded with that most eloquent eulogy'' we've all ofu1t 
lost a father." His famil( were pensioned, and his son pn>moted 
before bis turu in his fathers corps. 

l\tany northern blacks were excellent soldiers, but southern troops. 
, could not brook an equality with negroes. Nov. 15, 1775, Washing-_ 
ton prohibited their enlistment. Besides Salem, Cuffee Whittemore 
fought bravely in the redoubt. He ha<l a ball through his hat on 
Bunker 1Iill, fought to the last, and when compelled to retreat, though 
wounded, the splendid urms of the British officers .were prizes too 
tempting for him to come off empty handed, he serzed the sword o( 
one ofthem slain in the redoubt, and came off with the tropl1y, which' 

1 
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n a few <lays he unromantically sold. He served faithfully through 

he war, with many hair-breadth 'scapes from sword and pestilencf'. 


It was not till the 29th June, that some other coloured allies joined 
the Americans, principally out of respect to Putnam, some Indian 
warriors from Canada ; but they were unmanageable and soon dis
missed. 
, Col. James Reed, a highly ·respectable officer, was stationed at Ti
conderoga, in '76, and took the small pox, by which he lost his 
eye-sight for life. Col. Stark was dissatisfied at Col. Poor's being 
promoted to a brigadier gen. over him, and his letter to congress, com
plaining of it, not being noticed, he }Pft the snvice, joined the N. H. 
militia as Brig. Gen. marched with these troops to protect the fron
tiers, independently of the national army, and gained his famous vic
tories. Congress had resolved that the instructions wliich he had re
ceived were destructive of military subordination, but they now in
quired of him why he did not inform them of his success. He an
swered that his correspondence with them was closed, as they· had 
not attended to his last letters ; they presented their thanks to him, 
his officers and troops, and promoted him to a Brigadier General. 

The excessive variations in the military career of Col. Nixon are 
scarcely paralleled ; those only of Col. Morgan perhaps can be com
pa;ed with them. \Ve believe, when he first entered service, a mere 
lad, he was tempted by two other soldiers much older than himself to 
desert, tht·y were taken and condemned to be shot, but on account 
of his youth the platoon was ordered to fire at the two others only, 
and spare him. Ile fell senseless at the shock, and was afterward a 
bra_ve Brig. Gen. But in the new organization of the army, at the 
latter part of the war, was left out of service. 

Putnam's Capt., now Col. Clark, having been promoted, is the old
est surviving soldier of the battle, being 95, his bodily and mental 
powers are in astonishing preservation, he was one of the most lively 
of those at the celebration in June last, and his son, 64, was kept away 
~~~ . 

The oath for Off. and men was to serve faithfully in the Mass.army for 
defence and security of estates, lives and liberties of the good people 
of this and sister Colonies against ministerial tyranny, and to all other 
enemies and opposers,&c. to adhere to rules and regulations of army, 
obey offi<;ers over them, and disclose to said officers any conspiracies, 
attempts, &c. against said army or colonies. 

Besides the N. H. troops already mentioned,a large company. 110, 
went from Exeter the day after Lexington battle, and staid at Cam
bridge JO days, till recalled to guard the seaboard. · John T. Gilman, 
afterward in the continental congress, and for 14 years Governor of 
N. Hampshire, went with these troops. 

Gov. Brooks's declaration, page 23, line 5, was not taken in writing. 
. 'Wounded and made Prisoner,. SnjPant Robt. Phelps, Phineas J\evPrs, OJ. 
,v.,r Stevena, Dani. M'Grnth, John Perkin•, Amasa Fisk, DaniPI SPssions, 
Jon~. Norton, Philip J. Pf'ck, Benj. Bigf'low, BPnj Wilson, Archibald M'Jnto&h, 
Dav.'d Kemp. John Deland, Lawrence Sullivan, Timothy Kettl<!, Wm.Robinson,. 
BenJ. Ross, John Dillon, Wm. Keach, Jas. Dodge, Wm. Rollinson, John Lord, 
Jas. Milliken, Stepb Foster. 
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GAGE'S OFFICIAL ACCOUi'iT. 
An alarm was given at break of day, on the I ith inst. by a firing from the 

Lively ship of war; and advice was soon afterward received that the rebels 
had broke ground, and were raising a battery on the heights of the peninsula 
of Charlestown, against the town of Boston. They were plainly seen at work, 
and, in a few hours, a battery of six guns played upon thPir works. Prepara• 
tions were in.tantly made for landing a body of men to drive them off; and 
ten eompaniefi of the grenadiers, ten of light infantry, with the 5th, 38th, 43d; · 
and 52d battalions, with a proportion of field artillery, under the command of 
1uajor general Howe, and brigadier general Pigot, were embarked with great 
expedition, and landed on the peninsula without opposition, under the protec• 
tion of some ships of war, armed vessels, and boats, by whose fire the rebels· 
were kept within their works. The troops f,,rmed as soon as landed; the light 
infantry posu,d on the right, and the grenadiers upon their left. Th<" 5th, and· 
38th battalions drew up in the rear of those carpi, and the 43d and 62d bat• 
talions make a third line. The rebels upon the heights were perceived to be 
in great forcP., and strongly posted. A redoubt was thrown up on the 16th, 
at nigbt, with other w•rks, full of men, defended with canno,., and a large 
body posted in the houses in Charlestown, covered their right flank ; and 
their center and left were covered by a brea~t-work, part of it cannon. 
proof, which reached from the left of the redoubt to the 1\1 vs1ick or l\fedfor,I 
river. This appearance of the rebels' strength, and the 1;.rge columns seen 
pouring- in to their Msistance, occasioned an application for the troopi to be. 
reinforced with some companies of light infantry .and grenadiers, the 47th 
battalion, and the 1st battalion of marines ; the whole when in cnnjnnction1 
makin,;- a body of somethini:- above 2000 men. These troops advanced, form· 
ed in two lines, and the attack began by a sharp cannonade from the fiPld pie
ces and the howitzers, the lines advancing slowly, and frequently halting to 
give time for thP. artillery to fire. The light infantry was directed to force the 
left poiut of the breast-work, to take the rebel line in flank, and the grenadiers 
to attack in front, supported by the 5th and 52d battalions. These or<lcrs were 
executed with perseverance, under a heavy fire from the vast numbers of the 
rebels ; aud notwithstanding various impediments before the troops could.., 
reach t)1e W!Jrks, and though the left, under brigadier general Pigot, was en
gaged also with the reheb at Charlestown, which, at a critical moment, wu 
set on fire, the brigadier pursued his point, 11.nd carried the redoubt. 

The r<.>bels were then forced from other strong holds, and pursued till they 
were driven clear off the peninsula, leaving five pieces of c:-annon behin<I them. 
The loss the rebels sustained must have bePn consi<lerable, from the great 
n?mbers they carrie_d ofi' during the time of action, and buried ii, holes, since 
dtscovered ; .exclusive of what they suffered by the shipping and boats; near 
10~ were b~ned the day.aft.,.r, and thirty found wounded, in the field, three of 
which are smce dead. l 1nclose your lordship a return of the killed and wound-· 
~d of his majesty's troops..Thi& action has shown the superiority of the king'it' 
t~oops, w~o, under every disadvantage, attacked and defeated above thre~ 
times their own number, stron;ly posted and covered by hreast·work11, · 



29 

The conduct of major general Howe was conspicuous on this occasion, and 

his l'Xample inspirited the troops, in which maj. gen. Climon assisted-, who fol
followed the reinforcement. And in justice to brig. gen. l'igot, I am to add, 
that tlie success of the day must, in gr1>at measm e, be attributed to his firUJnen 
11ncl gallantry. Lii,ut. cols. Nesbitt, Abercrombie, and Clarke; Majors Butler, 
Williams, Bruce, Spendlove, Smelt, Mitchdl, Pitcairn and Short, exerted 
themselves remarkably ; and lhe valour of the British officen and soldiers in 
general, was at no time more coospicuous than in this action. 

Killed and wound!'d. 1 Lieut. col., 2 majors, 7 captains, 9 lieutenants, 15 
&erjeants, 1 drummer, 191 rank and file, killed. 3 Majors, 27 captains, 32 
lieutenants, 8 ensigns, 40 serjeants, 12 drummers, 700 rank and file, wounded. 

\· 
MASSACHUSETTS CO~GRESS ACCOUNT. 

In obedience to the order of the general congress, this commiltt>e have in
quired into the pr«"mises, and, upon the hest information obtaint>d, find, that 
the commanders of the New England army had, about the fourtt>enth ult. re
ceived advice that g<'neral Gage had i~s;uP.d ordns for a party of the troops 
under his command to post themsPlves on Bunker's bill, a promontory jmt at 
the entrance of the peninsula at Charlestown, \>hich orders were soon to be 
executed; npon which it was determinPd, "'·ith the advice of this committee, 
to send a party, who might erect soml' fortifications ,ipon the said hill, and de
feat the de~ign of onr e11P1nies. Accordingly, on the 16th ult., orders were 
issued that a drtachmt>nt of one thousand men should that evf'ning march to 
Charlestown, and intrench upon that hill Just before nine o'clock th<'y left 
Cambridge, and proceeded to Brel'd's Hill, situated on the furth!"r part of the 
peoimula, next tf> Bt>ston, (for by some mistake this hill was marked out for 
the intrenchm<'nt instead of the othP.r.) l\lany things being nect'ssary to be 
done pr~paratory to the intrenchmf'nts being thrown up, "hich could not be 
dooe before, lest the enPmy should discover and defeat the design, it was near• 
ly twelve o'clock before the works were entered npon. Tht>y were then carri~d 
on with the utmost diligence and alacrity ; so that by the dawn of day they 
had thrown up a small redoubt about eight rods square. At this time a 
heavy fire began from the en<>mys ships, R number of floatinl?" batteri~s, and 
from a fortification of the ent'my's, upon Copp's Hill, in Boston, directly op· 
p0site our littlt> redoubt. An incessant shower of shot and bombs was rained 
by these upon our works. The Americans continued to labour ind!"fatigably 
till they had thrown up a small breast-work, extending from the east side of 
the redoubt to the bottom of the hill, but were prevented completing it by the 
intolerable fire of the enemy. B<"tween twelve and one o'dock, a number of 
boats and barges, tilled with the regular troops from Boeton, were observed 
approaching towards Charlestown ; these troops landed at a place called 
Morf'ton 's Point, situated a littl<" to the eastward of 011r works. This brigade 
formed upon their lan<:ling, and stood thus formed till It second detachment 
arrived from Boston to join tht>m; having sent out large flank guards, they 
began a very slow march towards our lines. At this instant, smoke and flames 
were seen to ari~e from the town of Charlestown, which had been set on fire 
by the enrmy, that the smokl' might cover their attack upon our lines, and 
perhaps with a dei,ign to rout or destroy one or two of our regiments who had 
been posted in that town. If either of tbt'se was their design, they were dis
app· inted · for the wind shifting on a sudden, carried the smoke another way, 
and the re~iments wt.rt' already removed. Our troops, within their intrench
ments, impatientl_v 'tWaited tht' attack of the t'nemy, and reservt>d their tire 
till they came within tf'n or twelve rods, and then began a furious disch11rge of 
small arms. This fire 1trrested the enemy, which tht>y for some time returned, 
without advancing a step, and thf'n retreated in disorder and with great pre, 
cipitalion to the place of landing, and some of them songht refuge even within 
their boats. Here the officers were observed by the spectators on the opposite 
shore, to run down to them, using the most passionate g-estures, and pushing 
the rn«'n forward with their swords. At length they w~re rallied, and march, 
ed up, with apparent reluctance, towar<ls the intreechments ; the Americans 
again reserved their fire until the enemy came within fiye or six rods, and a 
second time put the regulars to flight, 11·ho ran in great co~fusion tewards their 
boats. Similar and Ruperior exertions were now nect>ssar1ly made by the offi. 
cers, which, notwithstan,!ing the men discovered an almost insuperable relnc• 
!ance to fighting in thia cause, were again succt>ssful. They , formed once 
more, and having brought some cannon to bear in such a manner as lo rake· 
the inside of the brt'ast-work, from one end of it to the other, our troops re
tfei\tecl wi\hio their little fort, The ministerial army now made a decisiv4 
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effort. The fire from the ships and batt~rie~, as well as from the cannon in 
the front of their army, was 1edoubled. The officers in the rear of their 
army were observl'd to goad forward the men with renc\led. exertions, and they 
attacked the redoubt on thrPe side~ at once. The breast-work on the outside 
of the fort was abandoned ; our ammunition was expPnded, and but few of our 
troops had bayonPts to affix to their muskets. Cnn it then bl!' wondered_ that 
the word was given by the commander of the party to· retreat? but this he 
delayed till the redoubt was half filled _with regul~rs, and our. troops h~d kept 
the enemy at bay some time, confrontmg them with the butt end of their mus
kets, the retreat of this little ham.I fol of brave men would have been effoctually 
cut oil', bad it not happened that thl' flanking party of the enemy, which was to 
have come upon the back of the redouht, was checked by a party of our men, 
whJfouoht with the utmost brav~ry, and kPpt them from advancing farther 
than the°heach; the engagement of th,.sP. two parties was kept up with the 
utmost vigour ; and it must ht> acknowledg"d that this party of the ministerial 
troops evinced a courage worthy of a better cause: all their effo;ts however 
were insufficient to compel their equally gallant opponents to retreat, till their 
main body had left the hill ; perc1>iving this was done, they thl'n gave ground, 
but with more regularity than could be expected of troops who had no longer 
been under discipline, and many of whom never before iiaw an Engagement. 

In this retreat the Americans had tn pass over the neck which joina the 
peoinsnla of Charle;;town to the main land. This neck was commanded by the 
Glasgow m11n of war, and two floating bacteries, placed in such a mairnn as 
that their shot raked every part of it. The incessant fire kept up across this 
neck had, from the beginning of the P-ngagement, prevenlt:d .any 1:bnsiderable 
reinforcements from getting to . onr troops on the hill, and it wa~ f~ared it 
would cut offtheir retreat, but they retired over it with littlt! or no loss: • ,, .. 

With a ridiculous parade of triumph, the ministerial gener.als again t&ok 
possession of the hill which had served them as a retreat in flight from the 
battle of Concord. It was expected that they would prosecute the supposed 
advantage they had gained, by marching immediately to Cambridge, which 
was distant but two miles; an,! which was not then in a state of defence. This 
they failed to do. The wonder excited by such conduct soon ceased, when, by 
the best accounts from .Boston, we are told, that of 3000 men who marched out 
upon this expedition, no less than 1500 (ninety-two of whom werP. commission
ed officers) were killed or wounded ; and about 1200 of them either killl'd or 
mortall,v wounded. Such a slaughter was perhaps ne•PI' before made upon 
British troops in the space of about an hour, during which the heat of the en• 
gagement lasted, by about 1500 men, which were the most that were at any 
time engaged on ·the American side. The loss of the New England army 
amounted, according to an exact n,turn, to 145 killed and missing, and 304 
woundP.d : thirty of the first were wounded and takl'n prisonerg by the enPmy. 
Among the dead was major grneral Jos.EPH W .ARRF.1<, a man whose memory 
will be endeared to his countrpmen, and to the worthy in every part and age of 
the world, so long cu virtue and valour shall be esteemed among mankind. The 
heroic colonel Gardner, of Cambridgl', has since died of his wounds ; nod 
the brave lit'utenant colonel Parker of Chrlimford, who was wounded and 
taken prisonor, perished in Boston gaol. Thesl' three, with major Moore, and 
major M'Clary; who nobly struggled in the cause of their country, were the 
only officers of distinction which we lost. Some officers of great worth though 
inferior in rank, were killed, whom we deeply lament. But the offic:rs and 
soldiers in general, who were wounded, are inn fair way of recovery. · The 
town ?f Charlestown, th~ buildings of which were large and rlegant, and which 
contamed effects ~elongmg to the unhsppy sufferers in Boston, to a vPry great 
amount, was entirely destroyed, and it~ chimniPs and cellars nnw pr!'sent a 
prospect to the Americans, exciting an indignation in tht>ir bosoms, which 
nnthmg can appease but the sacrifice of those ·miscreants, who havP introduced 
horror, desolation, and havoc into these once happy abodes of liberty, peace, 
and plenty. .We wish for no farther effusion of blood, if tho freedom and 
peace of A~erica can be secured without it; but if it must be otherwoise, we 
are deteri:iuned to struggle. We disdain life withnut liberty;· 

Oh Britons ! be wisP. for yourselvf's before it is too latP. · and secure a 
frie~dly inttrcourse with the Amnican colnnies ; disarm your 'ministt>rial as· 
sassms ; put an ~nd to this unmdnral war, and suif~r not any rapacious despots 
to am.use rou with th~ unprofitable ideas of your right to tax and officer the 
cnlon~es, 1111 the most profitable and advantageous trade you have is sacrificed. 
Be wise. for yourselves, and the Americans will contribute to and rejoice in your 
prosperity. J. P.t.LMER, per order. 
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Jingt s ilountnin Qtelehrntion. 


PRELIMINARY l\IEETINGS. 

From the Yorkville Enquirer, June 7, 1835. 

IN another column of to-day's issue will be found the proceedings 
of the meeting held on the 4th instant, in relation to the King's 
:Mountain Celebration. From unforseen circumstances, the day 
was rather unfavorable to a large concourse of persons. During 
the last two or three we·eks the rains have been almost incessant, 
and farmers were of course eager to embrace the first opportunity 
of bestowing necessary attention to their farms. Yet it was 
gratifying to the friends of the project to see such a goodly num
ber in attendance. All portions of the district were well repre
sented; and we doubt not the action of the meeting was a faithful 
reflex of the opinion of the entire district. It was truly en
couraging, too, to witness the harmony that prevailed in the 
meeting. All present seemed to take a deep interest in the move, 
and the feeling as far as manifested was very decidedly in favor 
of the celebration, and that, too, on as grand a scale as possible. 
Quite a broad platform has been erected; but, from the character 
of the celebration in contemplation, it was important to provide 
sufficient room for all whom we earnestly desire to participate. 
It must be borne in mind that it should be a jubilee not of the 
district or state alone, but of the several statce whose historic con
nection with the battle entitles thorn to full and equal participa
tion with ourselves. The glory of the achievement is as much 
tlwir lwritag-e aR onrR. 

l 
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The battle-ground is in our district, and the other districts of 
the state, properly enough, expected that we should take the 
initiative. But the whole plan and scope of the meeting was to 
make it a state affair, aud committees were appointed in reference 
to that fact. Our citizens mmit not suppose that they will have 
to bear the whole burden of the day. The state would not be 
willing to accord to them such pre-eminent distinction, even if 
they were ambitious or presumptuous enough, as our neighbors 
would suppose, to aim at it. \Ve have sufficient guarantees from 
numerous districts in the state to warrant us in the conclusion 
that they will gladly come to our assistance. "\Ve believe, too, 
our sister states-Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Ken
tucky-will cheerfully respond to the call that has been made 
upon them, and take up the line of march on a pilgrimage to the 
Mecca of their liberties. A general committee has been ap
pointed on the part of the state, to solicit the co-operation of 
these states in the proposed celebration. We have an abiding 
hope that this committee, composed as it is of the most talented 
and influential men in the state, will exert themselves in promot
ing the object for which they wore appointed. With our worthy 
chief magistrate as marshal, and the lion. John S. Preston one 
of the orators of the day, by proper exertion on the part of the 
state committee the celebration will be alike creditable to them
selves and the state they represent, and worthy the grnat event 
to be commemorated. 

From recent demonstrations, we know the press will co-operate 
with us in this great undertaking. .A number of tho editors of 
this state, as well as North Carolina, have placed us under re
newed obligations to them, for their zealous advocacy of the 
measure. If they continue to sustain it, with might and main, 
as we know they will, we have no fear of the result. 

The re-union of the states on the ever-memorable spot, whose 
history covers with such peerless lustre their heroes and patriots, 
will open a well-spring of gladness deep and exhaustless. We , 
meet as children of the same family, as joint possessors of the 
same heritage of fame. It should be a source of gratulation, 
that here all party bickering and dissension may cease, and no 
political commotion mar the interest and pleasure .of the scene. 
Sordid and corrupt ambition would stand rebuked and abashed 
in the presence of the divinity of the place. \Ve must yield to the 
more ennobling feelings of our nature while contemplating the 
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purest models of patriotism. The moral sublimity of the achieve
ment is, beyond doubt, the most attractive feature in this splen
did panorama of events. Occurring, as it did, so opportunely 
for the success of the cause then pending, it is invested with the 
semblance of divine ordination, and its claim is vindicated to be 
considered one of the most distinguished events in the annals of 
our revolutionary history. Defeat and disaster had weakened and 
dispirited the American forces-gloomy forebodings were enter
tained of disgraceful termination of th<J struggle after so many 
well-fought conflicts. But the victory of King's Mountain changed 
completely the tide of battle. These gloomy apprehensions were 
dissipated, desponding patriotism was cheered, victory after 
victory attended our arms, until at last the grand result of the 
battle of King's Mountain reached its culmination in the surren
der at Yorktown. 

PUBLIC MEETING. 

IN obedience to the call for a public meeting, a goodly number 
of the citizens of York district assembled in the court house, on 
Monday, the 4th instant, to take into consideration the project 
of a celebration of the next anniversary of the 'battle of King's 
Mountain. Hon. I. D. Witherspoon was called to the chair, and 
Samuel W. Melton appointed secretary. In a few pertinent and 
well-timed remarks the chairman stated the object of the meet
ing-that the citizens had been called together with the view of 
taking whatever preliminary action might be requisite to enlist 
the co-operation of the districts in this state, and the sympathy 
of the people of those states most intimately identified with the 
occasion, in order to the consummation of a celebration worthy 
of the day, and in keeping with the results attendant upon it
and in a truthful and forcible manner urged the adoption of mea
sures best calculated to effect the purposes in contemplation. 
On motion of Colonel W. B. Wilson, a committee was appointed 
to report resolutions for the action of the meeting, and after a 
consultation, submitted the following: 

Resolved, That it is expedient and proper to celebrate the an
niversary of the battle of King's Mountain, on Thursday, the 
fourth day of October next. 
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Resofred, That each district in this state be earnestly solicited 
to co-operate with us in effecting this end, and that they be re
quested to appoint comwittees whoso duty it shall be to receive 
and forward whatever contributions may be placed in their hands; 
and that the districts of Chester, Union, Spartanburg, and Lan· 
caster, in this state, and the adjoining counties in North Carolina, 
be also requested to appoint committees, to act in concert with 
the committee of arrangements to be constituted by this meeting. 

Rcsolt'ed, That our follow-citizens of the states of Virginia, 
Tennessee, North Carolina, and Kentucky, and especially the 
descendants of those who took part in tho battle, are cordially 
invited to be present; and that a committee on the part of the 
state, consisting of fifteen, be appointed to solicit the co-opera
tion of the people of these states in the proposed celcl.Jration. 

Resolved, That the president of tho United States and his cabi
net, Lieutenant-General Scott, and the governors of Virginia, 
North Carolina, Tennessee, and Kentucky be specially invited to 
attend. 

Resolved, That the lion. John S. Preston, of this state, and 
Hon. George E. Badger, of North Carolina, be appointed orators 
of the day. 

Resolved, That his Excellency Governor Adams be requested to 
act as marshal. of the day, and Adjutant-General Dunovant as 
assistant marshal; and that Rev. Dr. Thornwell be invited to 
officiate as clergyman on the occasion. · 

Resolved, That a committee of arrangements be appointed, 
consisting of sixty members, ten of whom shall constitute a 
quorum; that a committee on finance, consisting of eight, shall 
be charged with the duty of collecting funds, and receiving con
tributions from abroad, to defray tho expenses of tho celebration; 
that a committee of nine be appointed, whose duty it shall be to 
act in concert with and under the direction of the marshal of the 
day, in making the proper military arrangements, and in extend
ing all necessary assistance in reference thereto· that a commit
tee on toasts be appointed, consisting of five; ' and that a com
mittee of 'invitation and correspondence be directed to invite 
distinguished gentlemen from all parts of the Union, and to 
condqct all correspondence pertinent to tho celebration, said 
committee to consist of three. 

Resoli-ed, That a special committee be appointed to inform his 
Excellency Governor Adanu; of his appointment as marshal of 
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the day, and to solicit in behalf of the celebration the aid of l1is 
official and personal influence. 

Resoh:ed, That the committee of invitation and correspondence 
inform the orators elect of their appointment, and confer with 
them in relation thereto; and in case either should be prevented 
from accepting, that they have power to appoint a substitute. 

The resolutions were considered separately, and unanimously 
adopted, after which the chairman announced the following 
committees: 

cmrnITTEE OF ARRAKGE)!ENTS. 

John S. Moore, Chairman, 
Samuel Rainey, sr., 
W. A. Latta, 

Dr. D. II. Thomasson, 

Col. R. G. McCaw, 

Thomas S. Pagan, 

Dr. A. I. Barron, 

Capt. Wm. McGill, 

"\Vm. Moore, sr., 

Madison Hambright, 

Joseph Whisenant, 

John "\Vhisenant; 

Robert "Whitesides, 

Rev. S. L. ·watson, 

Joel Barnett, 

.A.bram Rardin, 

Maj. Gazaway "\Vilson, 

Alexander Fewell, jr., 

Capt. John Massey, 

Capt. S. Anderson, 

John Roddy, 

Dr. R. H. Hope, 

L. II. Massey, 

John S. Bratton, 

Wm. E. White, 

A. B. Springs, 
J. J. "\Vatson, 

Dr. Samuel Wright, 

Capt. Elijah Feemster, 

:Maj. Myles Smith, 


John G. Enloe, 
B. T. "\Vheelcr, 
"\V. I. Clawson, 
J. II. W alkcr, 
S. L. Love, 
II. F. Adickes, 
"\V. E. Rose, 
A. S. "\Vallace, 
W. C. Black, 
Michael IIambright, 
""\Vm. McGill, jr., 
J. N. McElwee, sr., 
G. W. Mason, 

Col. Arthur McKenzie, 

J. Durham Currence, 

Rev. A. Whyte, 

Allen Robertson, 

W. P. Thomasson, 

Capt. D. D. Moore, 

Dr. C. P. Sandifer, 

Chesley Gwinn, 

S. G. Brown, 

Simpson IIemphill, 

A. G. Lawrence, 

"\Vm. F. Oates, 

Capt. Hugh Borders, 

Theodore Fulton, 

James Moore, 

J. Leander Adams, 

Col. J. "\V. Rawlinson. 


I 
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cmmITTE:E ON FINANCE. 

Col. William Wright, 
Rev. J. M . .Anderson, 
G. W. Williams, 
Edward Moore, 

!IILITAR1: 

James Jeffreys, 
T. J. Bell, 
J.C. Chambers, 
Wilson Rice. 

comilTTEE. 

Gen. John A . .Alston, 
Col. W. II. McCorkle, 
Col. L. P. Sadler, 
Col. J. B. Jackson, 
Col. Thomas Sturgis, 

COMMITTEE 

Col. J. F. Walker, 
Capt. M. Bird, 
Capt . .A. Coward, 
Capt. M. Jenkins. 

ON TOASTS. 

Col. R. G. McCaw,Edward Moore, 
J. C. Chambers.Col. W. C. Beatty, 

W. A. Latta, 

COIDIITTEE ON INVITATION .AND CORRESPONDENCE. 

Col. W. B. Wilson, Samuel W. Melton. 
John L. Miller, 

STATE COMMI'ITEE. 

Ex-Gov. Manning, 
Hon. A. P. Butler, 

" J. J. Evans, 
"· R. \V. Barnwell, 
" F. W. Pickens,· 
" R. F. W. Alston, 
" James· Simons, 
" T. J. Withers, 

lion. \V. W. Boyce, 
" \Vm. Aiken, 
" J. L. Orr, 
" James Chesnut, jr., 
" N. R. Eaves, 

Col. John D. Williams, 
Capt. James U . .Adams. 

SPECIAL COMlCITTEE. 

Samuel \V. Melton, Dr. Wm. Moore, 
W. B. Wilson, John L. Miller. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, it was unanimously resolved that the 
name of the chairman of the meeting, Col. I. D. 'Witherspoon, 
be added to the state committee. 

Mr. Moore submitted the following resolution, which was 
adopted: 

Resoliwl, That the papers of this state, and the states of North 
Carolina, Virginia, Tennessee, and Kentucky, favorable to the 
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object, be requested to copy so much of the proceedings of this 
meeting as may be deemed necessary, and otherwise extend their 
influence towards the accomplishment of the proposed celebration. 

On motion, the meeting then adjourned. 
I. D. WITHERSPOON, Chairman. 

SAMUEL "\V. MELTON, Secretary. 

MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF ARRANGEMENTS. 

YORKVILLE, July 2, 
The committee of arrangements for celebrating the anniver

sary of the battle of King's Mountain, on the 4th day of October 
next, met at this place, to-day, with John S. l\Ioore, in the chair. 
On motion, "\V. I. Clawson, esq., was appointed secretary. 

On motion of Col. R. G. l\IcCaw, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

Resolveil, That the committee on finance, are hereby request
ed to report to this committee, at its next meeting, to be held at 
this place, on the first Monday in August next, the amount of 
funds raised by the committee, and what sum, in their opinion, 
can be raised for celebrating the battle of King's Mountain. 

Mr. Clawson moved that the chairman of this committee, ap
point additional committees, in the several beat companies in 
the district, to co-operate with the financial committee in rais
ing funds for the celebration; and that said committees, through 
their chairmen, bo requested to report to Col. Wm. Wright, the 
chairman of the :financial committee at their next meeting, to 
be held at this place, on the first Monday in August next, the 
amount of funds raised by them; which was adopted: whereupon 
the following persons were appointed, to wit: 

EASTERN REGL\IENT. 

NonTH BATTALION.-Beat No. 1.-John Stewart, chairman; 
Dr. C. L. Clawson, F. II. Harris, Monroe Powell, J.M. Morrow . 

.No. 2.-S. L. Adams, chairman; James B. Jackson, Dr. J. B. 
Hunter, Peter l\IcCallum, Z. D. Smith, Dr. J. A. Barnett. 

No. 3-Peter Ganson, chairman; Thomas l\I. Neely, Archibald 
:Barron, '\Vylie Reeves, Stanhope Harris. 

No. 4.-Dr. J. C. llicklin, chairman; Samuel Johnson, J. L. 
Wright, R. W. Wilson, Wm. B. Allison. 
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SouTH BATTALiox.-Bcat 1Yo. 1.-'\Villiam Hanna, chairman; 
Newton A. Steele, 1Vm. Litle, Robert E . .Miller, Stephen M. 
Johnson. 

No. 2.-David C. Crawford, chairman; John )fcConncll, Dr. R. 
L. Love, Amzi Steele, A. P. Thomasson. 

No. 3.-Col. T. '\V. Sturgis, chairman; Ilenry Broach, Dr. 
James Johnson, R. W. '\Yorkman, J. F. Workman. 

No. 4.-'\V. P. McFadden, chairman; E. N. Crawford, J. N. 
:\IcElwee, jr., Daniel Williams, John R. Patton. 

"WESTERN REGL\CEXT. 

KORTH BATTALrox.-Beat J'{o. 1.-J. B. Lowry, chairman; El
liott Quinn, Franklin '\Valker, Robert Allison, John 0. Craw
ford. 

JYo. 2.-Jacob Deal, Robert Caveny, Dan'l James, Ira Ilardin, 
Rufus Whisenant. 

No. 3.-Jackson McGill, Thomas P. Black, Wm. Camp, John
son Goforth, \Vm. Moore, jr, 

No. 4.-Calvin "Whisenant, James Ilenry, John \Vhite, Andrew 
Ilenry, Thomas Whitesides. 

SourII BATrALION.-Beat JYo. 1.-T. D. Byers, Myles ..Wallace, 
'\Vm. Caldwell, John Whitesides, Jas. McClure. 

No. 2-P. B. Darwin, Thomas G. ·wylie, John Smith, Dr. J. G. 
Smarr, Edward Leech. 

No. 3.-Dennis Crosby, Samuel Blair, John G. Davidson, Tho
mas :\fickle, Andrew J. Roberts. 

l{o. 4.-Davis Burris, Reuben :McConnell, Joseph P. :Moore, 
J olm \V. Moore, John Ross. 

The following communications were received and read: 

"IirnEPEXDE::ST ORDER OF Onn FELLOWS, 
Yorkville, June 7. 

Gentlcmen,-At a regular meeting of Trinity Lodge, No. 22, 
held this evening, by resolution, the following brethren were ap
pointed, in behalf of the Order, a committee of arrangements, 
for celebrating the approaching anniversary of the battle of 
King's Mountain, viz.: Edward Moore, chairman; \V. J. Bowen, 
Alfred Craven, T. J. Eccles, W. II. Neely. 

RICIIARD IIARE, N. G .• 
· A. STILLWELL, Secretary. 
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PHILANTHROPIC LODGE, No. 78, A. F. :M. 
Yorkville, June 27, A. L., 5855. 

Gentlemen,-As an Order, and as individuals, feeling a lively 
interest in the contemplated celebration of the anniversary of 
the battle of King's Mountain, on the 4th day of October next, 
and being willing to contribute towards the labor and expenses 
of the same, the following persons have been appointed, by a 
resolution, as a committee on the part of the lodge, to co-ope
rate with your committee in making arrangements for the occa
sion, to wit: Richard, Hare chairman, L. M. Grist, James II. Bar
ry, Joseph A. McLean, James L. Clark, J. B. Manning, J. II. 
Faulkner, "\Vm. K. IIacket, T. S. Jefferys, Samuel Rainey,jr. 

Should the services of the committee be received, you will 
please notify the ·worshipful Master of the same. By order of 
the lodge. ALFRED CRAVEN, W. M. 

L. M. GRIST, Secretary. 

A. S. Wallace, esq., offered the following resolutions, which 
were adopted: 

Resolved, That the proffered assistance on the part of the Order 
of Odd Fellows, and the Lodge of Ancient Free Masons, in the 
contemplated celebration be received, and that the thanks of the 
committee should be and are hereby tendered to the respective 
Orders for the same. 

Resolved, That the secretary of this meeting notify the lodges 
of this resolution. 

On motion of Col. R. G. McCaw, it was 
Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be published in 

the Yorkville papers. 
JOHN S. MOORE, Chairman. 

\V. I. CLAWSON', Secretary. 

MEETING IN SPARTANBURG. 

From the Spartanburg Express, July 5. 

Pursuant to former notice a large number of the citizens of 
Spartanburg district assembled in the court house, on Monday 
the 2d instant, for the purpose of responding to the call made by 

2 
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York, upon the adjoining districts to co-operate in the celebra
tion of the anniversary of the battle of King·'s Mountain, on the 
4th day of October next. , 

Dr. J. Winnsmith was called to the chair, and T. Stobo Farrow, 
appointed secretary. The chairman, in a short address explained 
the objects of the meeting, and urged the adoption of suitable 
measures for co-operating in the proposed celebration. 

T. Stobo Farrow then addressed the meeting on the advan
tages of celebrating the anniversaries of important battles, etc., 
and the peculiar interest the citizens of Spartanburg should feel 
in cherishing the recollections of the battle of King's :Mountain, 
and closed by offering the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the citizens of Spartanburg cordially approve of 
the steps being taken to celebrate the anniversary of the battle 
of King's Mountain, on Thursday the 4th day of October next. 

Resolt-ed, That the invitation extended to Spartanburg by a pub
lic meeting of the citizens of York, to attend and participate in 
its celebration, be respectfully accepted and hereby acknow
ledged. 

Resolved, That a committee of ten be appointed whose duty it 
shall be to receive and forward any contributions made towards 
assisting to defray the expenses of the celebration. 

Re.solved, That a committee of ten be appointed to co-operate 
with the committee of arrangements appointed by the meeting 
at Yorkville. 

On the reading of the first resolution the Rev. 1V. :Martin rose, 
endorsed the resolution, and spoke in a happy manner of the im
portance of that battle, and the duty incumbent upon all the 
friends of freedom to unite in the celebration of its anniversary. 

The resolutions were duly considered and unanimously addpted. 
The chairman being authorized, appointed the committee in 

conformity to the two last resolutions. . 
Committee to receive contributions: Major G. ·w. II. Legg, 

Major J. Earle Bomar, J. W. Carlisle, J. C. Zimmerman, Col. S. 
N. Evins, A.. Simpson, Captain James Scruggs, A.. T. Cavis, M. 
McArthur, J. R. Poole. 

Committee to co-operate with the committee of arrangements: 
T. Stobo Farrow, Col. R. C. Poole, Rev. \V. Martin, Gen. J. \V. 
:Hiller, Dr. R. E. Cleveland, Gen. B. B. Foster, B. F. Kilgore, Hon. 
Gabriel Cannon, Rev. J. G. Landrum, Rev. Dr. Thomas Curtis. 

On motion, the chairman of the meeting, Dr. J. \Vinnsmith, 
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was added to the committee to co-operate with the committee of 
arrangements. 

J. '\V. Carlisle, esq., submitted the following resolution, which 
was unanimously adopted. 

Resolred, That the vapors of this district be requested to pub
lish the proceedings of this meeting. 

On motion tho meeting then adjourned. 
J. WINNS)IITH, Chairman. 

T. Srono FARROW, Secretary. 

MEETING OJ,' THE CO)HIITTEE. 

YoRKVILLE, August 6. 

The committee of arrangements for celebrating the battle of 
King's Mountain, pursuant to appointment, met to-day in the 
court house, John S. Moore, esq., in tho chair, and W. I. Claw
son, esq., acting as secretary. 

A report was submitted by the financial committee of tho 
several sums raised by them to defray the expenses of the cele
bration. 

On motion of Col. R. G. McCaw, the following resolution was 
offered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the different financial committees appointed for 
the purpose of raising funds for the celebration of the battle of 
King's Mountain, are earnestly requested to use every laudable 
effort, in their power, to increase the amount of money already 
raised by them, and that they report to the commitee of arrange
ments, on the first Monday in September next, at this place, at 
which time, a programme of arrangements will be submitted. 

W. P. Thomasson, esq., .submitted the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 

Resol7:ed, That the financial committees, in the other districts 
in this state, and the adjoining counties in North Carolina, be re
quested to report to the chairman of the committee of arrange
ments, on or before the first Monday in September next, the 
amount of funds raised by them respectively. 

J.B. Jackson, esq., moved that the committee of invitation 
report any correspondence had with the orators elect, whereupon 
Jno. L. Miller, esq., on the part of the committee, read the fol-. 
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lowing letters from the Hon. John S. Preston, of this state, and 
Hon. George E. Badger, of Xorth Carolina: 

" CoLnrnr..1., June 22. 

lliessrs. Wm. B. TVilson, John L. JJ1iller, 
and S. JV. JJielton, Committee: 

GEXTLE)IEN:-I have received your kind and flattering note, in
forming me that the people of York district lmve appointed me 
one of the orators at the proposed celebration of the battle of 
King's Mountain. I accept the appointment, but with a most 
humble appreciation of my ability to fulfil its duties satisfactorily. ' 
To the generous citizens of York, who have thus honored me, and 
to you individually, gentlemen, who have in such kind terms 
communicated their wishes, I beg to offer my sincere thanks, 
and pray you to believe me, gratefully and truly, 

Y0ur friend and obedient servant, 
JOH~ S. PRESTON. 

" RALEIGH, June 23. 

GENTLE:MEN,-I have received your letter informing me that a 
meeting of citizens.of York district, had chosen the lion. John S. 
Preston and myself as orators for a celebration this fall, of the 
anniversary of the battle of King's Mountain. 

I am profoundly sensible of the honor which this choice confers 
upon me, especially when I find myself associated with so distin
guished a person as Mr. Preston; but, gentlemen, I am compellP-d 
to decline the distinction you offer me. After eight years spent 
in public life, to the great neglect of my private affairs, I must 
devote the few years which I hope are left me, to repair the con
sequences of my pa!':t neglect. I cannot absent myself from 
home at the time of your celebration, without abandoning my 
business and leaving a paramount dµty unperformed. Besides, 
I may add, that I have always made it a rule to decline invita
tions to address public meetings of whatever kind, out of my own 
state, and have invariably and on many occasions acted on this 
rule. ' 

If I could in any case make an exception, it would be on the 
most interesting occasion of your intended celebration, but that 
enquiry is precluded, because, as I have already stated, my busi
ness arrangements would prevent me, however disposed, from 
accepting your invitation. 

http:citizens.of
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,vith high respect and cordial regard, I have the honor to be, 
gentlemen, your friend and obedient servant, 

GEORGE E. BADGER. 
To Messrs. ,v. B. ,vilson, Jno. L. Miller, S. ,v. l\Ielton, Com

mittee. 
On motion of ,v. P. Thomasson, esq., the proceedings of the 

meeting were ordered to be published in the Yorkville papers. 
On motion, the committee adjourned to meet again on the first 

Monday in Septemb<:r next. 
JOHN S. MOORE, Chairman. 

,v. I. CLAWSO"X, Secretary. 

1IEETIXG IN MECKLENBURG, N. C. 

From the Charlotte Whig, August I. 

Our neighbors of York district, S. C., having proposed to cele
brate the anniversary of the battle of King's )fountain, and have 
invited the people of North Carolina to participate in the pro
ceedings on the occasion. Some few days since a letter was re
ceived from a committee of the people of Yorkville, by some 
gentlemen of this place, requesting tho people of Mecklenburg to 
select an orator to represent the people of the state on the occa
sion. The people of this country who were consulted on the sub
ject, felt of course much delicacy in assuming to select an orator 
for their fellow citizens at large, all of whom were as deeply in
terested as themselves, and would naturally feel some concern in 
the proceedings. It was, however, difficult to effect communica
tions with the various counties of the west-especially the moun
tain counties-whose brave officers and soldiery achieved on the 
memorable battle so much glory for themselvetl and so much suc
cess to their country. It was besides important that the state 
should be represented, and her historical claim to a large share 
in one of the most remarkable battles of the revolution be fully 
recognized. Under these circumstances, and with the b_est mo
tives, the people of Mecklenburg did not hesitate to perform the 
duty assigned to them, and have unanimously chosen a son of 
North Carolina, whose reputation as one of the first orators of 
the age, is as wide as our common country, and whose thorough 
acquaintance with the history of the state, fit him in the highest 
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degree for the duty of representing her on that occasion. Dr. 
llawks, it is understood, is now writing the history of Korth 
Carolina, and with this revolutionary event is perhaps as well 
informed as any other living man. llis appointment will be hailed 
with gratification by tho people of tho entire state, and we will 
not permit ourselves to doubt but that he will be present, should 
his health and other circumstances at all permit. The celebra
tion of the battle of King's Mountain, with such orators as 
Hawks and Preston, will be one of tho most interesting events 
which has occurred in the South for many years. "\Ve hope the 
people of western North Carolina, from whoso mountains and 
rivers, a citizen soldiery, under whose well-tried officers, rusl1eJ 
to the rescue of their invaded country, will gather on the spot 
consecrated to patriotism and to glory, in such numbers as will 
show their appreciation of tho virtue and services of their 
fathers. 

Below wo append the resolutions of the people of Mecklen
burg. ·we hope that each of the western counties of Korth Caro
lina will be present with a delegation, and that steps will be im
mediately taken to secure such a representation as may be wor
thy of the state. 

·whereas the citizens of York district, South Carolina, have re
quested the people of North Carolina to participate in the celebra
tion of the anniversary of the battle of King's Mountain, and 
have requested tho people of Mecklenburg county to select an 
orator to represent the state of North Carolina. 

Resofred, That we, the people of Mecklenburg, feel it a patriotic 
duty to participate with our fellow citizens of South Carolina in 
an appropriate commemoration of this battle, so creditable to the 
valor and patriotism of the people of Virginia, North Carolina and 
South Carolina. 

Resoh:ed, That the people of Mecklenburg county do request 
the Rev. Francis L. Hawks, D.D., of the city of New York, to de
liver an oration for and in behalf of the people of North Carolina 
upon that occasion. 

Resofrcd, That a committee of three persons, of whom the chair- ' 
man shall be one, be appointed to confer with the Rev. F. L. 
Hawks and request him to perform the duty assigned him. 

Resolt'ed, That the committee appointed on this occasion, be 
requested to select another .orator should the one selected on this 
occasion for any cause fail to perform the duty. 
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Resolved, That the proceedings of the meeting be published in 
the papers of this town, and the Yorkville and other newspapers 
of this and other states. 

G. W. CALDWECL, Chairman. 
,v. K.. REm, Secretary. 

MEETIXG IN" SIIELBY, XORTII CAROLIXA. 

[ A meeting of the citizens of Cleaveland county, X orth Carolina, 
was held on the first Monday in August, and resolutions adopted 
in response to the Yorkville meeting. The committee were una
ble to procure a copy of the proceedings in time for publication.] 

}fEETIXG I:N" LAUREXS. 

From the Laurensville Herald, August 10. 

In accordance with a suggestion made through the columns of 
the Ilerald, a few weeks ago, a meeting of the citizens of our 
district was held in the court house on :Monday last, and organ• 
ized by calling Dr. J. W. Simpson to the chair. The chairman 
stated, in a brief manner, the object of the meeting, where 
upon 

Colonel J. II. Irby introduced the following resolutions, which 
were unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That we heartily concur in the proposition of the 
citizens of York, to celebrate the battle of King's )fountain, on 
its approaching anniversary. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to obtain subscrip
tions and forward them to the committee of arrangements ap
pointed by the citizens of York. 

Resolved, That the above committee be appointed to attend the 
celebration as representatives of Laurens district. 

On motion the following gentlemen were appointed by the 
chair, as delegates : • 

Col. J. II. Irby, Col. J. D. Williams, John Garlington, csq., II. 
C. Young, J. G. Williams, Gen. A. C. Jonez, Cap~. Geo. Anderson, 
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Dr. :M. M. llunter, Dr. S. F. Styles, J. Wistar Simpson, B. \V. 
Ball, :Maj. G. W. Connor, John Smith, W. D. Watts, :Maj. J. A. 
Eiglcberger, :Martin Shaw, Dr. F. \Veir, :Maj. A. P. Martin, Capt. 
A. Dial, L. L. Young, Capt. J. Culbertson, Col. J.P. Kern, R. J\L 
Stokes, \V. B. llenderson, W. D. Simpson, S. Fleming, E. Hix, C. 
P. Sullivan, Rev. D. Willis, Willis Wallace. 

On motion, the proceedings were ordered to be published in the 
Laurensville llerald. J. \V. SI:MPSO:N", Chairman. 

:MEETING IX U:XION. 

From the Yorkville Enquirer, Augnst 23. 

The work still goes bravely on. Our neighbors in Union dis
trict have also responded to the call of our meeting, and ap
pointed a committee to co-operate with other districts in the cel
ebration. The committee consists of the following gentlemen: 

Dr. J. ll. Dogan, Col. T. 11. Dawkins, Abram McJunkin, B. II. 
Rice, Col. F. Scaife, Maj. J. S. Sims, James G. Fernandes, M. Pat
rick, Col. Jas. Jeffries, Giles Sharp, \Vm. G. Hughes, Dr. George 
Douglass, Thomas Bowker, James 11. Faucett, Christopher Bran
don, Gen. J. F. Gist, T. B. Jeter, Col. R. Macbeth, \V. II. Gregory, 
Thomas Sartor, J. E. Meng, Thos. Giles, Dr. 0. -walker, Rev. 
Thomas Ray, Ellis Palmer, \V. C. Dunn, Col. Saml. Beaty, Robert 
Harris, Albert Means, George Young. 

MEETING IN CHESTER. 

From the Chester Standard, Angnst 30. 

It has been to us, individually, a matter of regret that our peo
ple have been so laggard in attention to the proposed eelebratien 
of the battle of King's Mountain. Filled, as Chester district was 
with whigs, and now with their descendants it was to be ex

' pected that an earnest activity would have been aroused among 
them at the bare mention of the celebration. 

By reference to another column it will be seen that a meeting 
of the citizens of the town was held on Monday last, and that ef
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forts are to be made to contribute to the expenses of the occasion. 
York district has, we understand, subscribed near $2000, whilst 
liberal amounts are promised from Spartanburg, Union and Lau
rens. We know not what is doing in North Carolina; nor have 
we heard of any action in Lancaster, Fairfield or Richland. Surely 
this burden should not rest so heavily upon York-it is due to 
them, and to ourselves, that we act earnestly in the matter. We 
trust the gentlemen appointed to solicit subscriptions will act 
promptly and report at an early day. The committee at York
ville, should know, as early as possible, what they arc to expect, 
that they may make their arrangements accordingly. 

Tho occasion will be one of more than ordinary interest, and 
may well engage the attention of every person who feels a pride 
in the deeds of our ancestry. .An invitation has been extended 
to the president of the United States, and expectations are enter
tained that he will be present. Other distinguished gentlemen 
have signified their intention to participate. 

An unwarranted apprehension is entertained that means of con
veyance cannot be furnished from Yorkville. The Committee 
charged with this matter will not fail in their efforts to accopi
modate all who cast themselves upon them. It is suggested, 
however, that as many as can do so, should go in their own con
veyance. This may very well be done by Chester and Fairfield, 
and even by Richland. In 1840 an overwhelming multitude 
were assembled at the same point, and we then heard no com
plaint about their want of conveyances from Yorkville. Cannot 
the like be done again? 

Our friend, Garner White, informs us that he now has the 
rifle used by his father, Wm. Wbite, at the battle of King's 
Mountain, and at Sumter's defeat, and that he expects either to 
carry or send it up to the celebration. This relic is warranted 
to be genuine. IIow many such guns will be there? 

CHESTER, S. C., .August 21. 

.A meeting of tho citizens of Chester district was convened this 
day in the court house, to adopt measures to aid in the celebra
tion of the battle of King's Mountain, when James Ilomphill 
was called to the chair, and J. L. Ilarris was appointed secre
tary. 

Capt. John A. Bradley, having explained the object of the meot
3 
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Samuel McAliley, esq., offered the following resolutions, 
which were unanimously adopted: 

Resolred That we approve of the proposed celebration of the 
anniversa;y of the battle of King's Mountain, and that we cordi
ally unite with our fellow-citizens of York in carrying the same 
into execution. 

R.esoh-ed That a committee of twenty be appointed to obtain' . .subscriptions to be transmitted to the financial committee m 
Yorkville. 

The following gentlemen were appointed the committee to ob
tain subscriptions: 

James Pagan, chairman; A. Q. Dunovant, Jas. Graham, John 
McKee, jr., Wm. II. Gill, D. G. Stinson, esq., T. IIenry Moffatt, 
D.R. Stevenson, W. E. Kelsey, Dr. John Douglass, Capt. James 
McDill, Major John Sanders, John Simpson, Col. James McDaniel, 
J. W. Wilkes, Nicholas Colvin, esq., J. A. Lewis, E. R. Mills, 
Amos W. Osborne, Richard II. Fudge, esq. 
. Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be published in 
the Chester Standard. 

MEETING IN RICHLAND. 

From the South Carolinian, September 4. 

In pursuance of a call through the papers, a meeting of the citi
zens of Richland was held in the City Ilall, yesterday. The Hon. 
E. J. Arthur was called to the chair, and Dr. A. J. Green request
ed to act as secretary. 

The chairman having explained the purpose of the meeting, 
Dr. R. W. Gibbes then offered the following preamble and reso
lutions, which were seconded lby Col. John Bauskett, who ad
dressed the meeting on the subject of the glorious occasion of the 
meeting: 

No action in our revolutionary history should be held more sa
cred, in the memory of Carolinians than that at King's Mountain. 
It occurred at a period when the British considered themselves 
in possession of the state because they held Charleston, and had 
defeated Gen. Gates at Camden. No event of the war was better 
t~med, ?r had more influence on the whig cause than the glo
rious v1ctory obtained by Campbell and Shelby and Sevier. It 
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Was to the interior, what Fort Moultrie was on the sea coast, and 
both should be equally embalmed in the affections of our people. 
Therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the people of Richland district will cordially 
unite with the citizens of York in paying respect to the anniver
sary of that gallant fight for liberty. 

Resolved, That a committee of seven be appointed to make col
lections to aid in carrying out this purpose. 

The preamble and resolutions were then unanimously adopted. 
The chairman appointed the following committee: 
Dr. R. W. Gibbes, Col. J. Bauskett, Col. C. R. Bryce, Capt. J. 

U. Adams, Dr. A. J. Green, Dr. John Wallace, W, Hampton, jr. 
On motion of J. P. Thomas, esq., the secretary was requested 

to publish the proceedings in the papers of Columbia. 
The meeting then adjourned. 

E. J. ARTHUR, Chairman. 
A. J. GREEN, Secretary. 

KlNG'S MOUNTAIN CELEBRATION. 

The major-generals and brigadier generals of the several di
visions with their respective staffs; the volunteer, uniform and 
cavalry companies of the state; the surviving soldiers of the 
Seminole and Mexican wars; the members of the senate and 
house of representatives; the clergy; the masonic, odd fellow and 
temperance lodges; and the members of the press, are invited to 
attend the celebration of the battle of King's Mountain, on Thurs_ 
day, the 4th day of October next. 

WM. B. WILSON, } Committee 
JNO. L. MILLER, of 
SAl\I'L W. MELTON, Invitation. 

MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE. 

YORKVILLE, September 3. 

The committee of arrangements for celebrating the anniversary 
of the battle of King's Mountain, met this day at the court house 
pursuant to adjournment, John S. Moore, esq., in the chair, and 
'\V. I. Clawson, esq., acting as secretary. 
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The proceedings of the last meeting were read by the secre• 
tary. 

The chairman then called on the financial committees to make 
reports of any additional subscriptions for defraying the expenses 
of the celebration, which was accordingly done. 

W. I. Clawson, esq., offered the following resolution which was 
adopted: 

Rcsoli:IXZ, That the chairman of this committee appoint an exe
cutive committee, to consist of five persons, whose duty it shall 
be to make out a programme of arrangements and expenditure, 
in accordance with the amount now subscribed, and which may 
be subscribed hereafter; make contracts for having provisions 
and other supplies furnished, and make all necessary arrange
ments for carrying out the celebration. 

Whereupon the following persons were appointed, to wit: 
W. I. Clawson, esq., II. F. Adickes, A. S. ·wallace, Col. R. G. 

NcCaw, and Dr. A. I. Barron. 
W. I. Clawson, esq., then moved that John S. Moore, esq., be 

added as the chairman of the committee, which was agreed to. 
T. J. Eccles, esq., offered the following resolution which was 

adopted: 
Resolved, That the committee invite subscriptions, in provis

ions, where such may be.found convenient, and that the same 
will be thankfully received, and that if any shall be subscribed, 
the same shall be delivered to the chairman of this committee, at 
least two weeks before the time of the celebration. 

W. I. Clawson, esq., also offered the following resolution, which 
was agreed to : 

ResolvlXZ, That the committe~ of arrangements call on all the 
citizens of this district and the adjoining districts in this state, 
also, on the citizens of the adjoining counties in North Carolina, 
to contribute to the celebration by way of pie nic, in addition to 
the subscriptions already obtained, and that the same be deliv
ered at the battle ground, at least one day previous to the cele
bration. 

Thomas J. Eccles, esq., moved that tho proceedings of this 
meeting be published in the papers of Yorkville. 

JOIIN S. MOORE, Chairman. 
W. I. CuwsoN, Secretary. 
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ME~TING IN FAIRFIELD. 

From the Winnsboro' Register, Sept. 11 
I 

A meeting was held in this n,lace on Thursday last, to take 
into consideration the subject of raising subscriptions to the 
King's l\lountain celebration. The Ilon. J. II. Means was called 
to the chair, and F. Gaillard requested to act as secretary. The 
lion. "\V. W. Boyce then briefly explained the object of the meet
ing. The celebration of this important battle would, he suppcsed, 
meet with a response from every one. Ile begged leave to sub
mit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the citizens of Fairfield district have heard with 
pleasure of the preparations being made by the people of York 
district to celebrate the anni"\'"ersary of the battle of King's 
Mountain, and that a committee of eleven members be appointed 
to raise subscriptions to aid in the celebration. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted, and the following · 
gentlemen appointed: W. "\V. Boyce, W. R. Robertson, Gen. J. 
Buchannan, Gen. IT. K. Aiken, Jacob Feaster, jr., John Adger, 
J. M. Robertson, Dr. George McCants, Dr. J. Jenkins, and J. \V. 
Rabb. 

We are pleased to learn that the committee took immediate 
action, and have already met with encouraging success. 

MEETING IN MECKLENBURG, N. C. 

From the Western Democrat. 

A meeting was held in this town on "\Vednesday last, to select 
an orator to represent North Carolina at the celebration to come 
off at King's Mountain, on the 4th of October next. 

On motion, Hon. G. W. Caldwell was called to the chair, and 
R. P. Waring requested to act as secretary. 

The chairman explained the object of the meeting in a few 
patriotic remarks, whereupon J. ll. \Vilson, esq., of Charlotte, 
,and John F. Iloke, esq., of Lincolnton, were appointed a com
mittee to draft resolutions for the action of th':l meeting. 

The committee reported the following, which were unanimously 
adopted: 

\Vhereas, we have heard with regret that the llev. DI'. Francis 
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L. IIawks has declined to deliver tho address at the King's 
Mountain celebration, and whereas, it is duo to the memory of 
the brave sons of North Carolina who freely shed their blood in 
defence of their country's liberty, that the state should be repre
sented upon that occasion by a gentleman of historic attainments 
and oratorical powers, therefore, 

Resolved, That we invite James W. Osborne, esq., to deliver 
the address, believing in him we have one that will reflect lustre 
upon the past and do honor to the present. 

Messrs. Caldwell, Pritchard, 'Wilson, and Williamson wore ap
pointed a committee to inform Mr. Osborne of his selection, and 
request him to accept the same. 

The meeting then adjourned. 
G. W. C.ALDWELL, President. 

R. P. \VARrna, Secretary. 

REPORTS OF TIIE COMMITTEES. 

From the Yorkville Enquirer, Sept. 13. 

In another column will be found an address by the executive 
committee, in relation to the celebration, to which we ask the 
attention of our readers. 

The report of the military committee is also published. Seve· 
ral gentlemen of this committee have visited the ground, and 
made the necessary inquiries, in order to the publication of a 
programme of exercises, which will receive the attention of the 
military companies intending to be prasent. It is hoped, and 
earnestly desired, that the Independent Battalion, of Columbia, 
the several uniform companies of Winnsboro', the Calhoun 
Guards, of Chester, the Johnson Riflemen, of Union, and tho 
Cavalry companies of Chester, Union, Spartanburg, and York, 
will lend us their aid on the occasion. We have reason to hope 
that several companies from _Charleston will also be present; but 
of this there is yet doubt. By application, wagons will be pro
cured to convey their camp equipments from the depot to the 
mountains. 

It will be seen that, in accordance with the action at our first 
meeting, the position as marshal of the day has been assio·ned 
to his Excellency Governor Adams. The committee to who~ it 
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was reforred to correspond with Gov. Adams have received from 
him no reply of any kind; it is presumed from this silence, how
ever, that his excellency will honor the occasion with his pre
sence. 

The beauty and gallantry of the district and surrounding 
country will doubtless be pleased to learn that measures are in 
progress for their entertainment in Yorkville, on Friday evening 
succeeding the day of the celebration. The notice of invitation 
is published in this issue. Every effort will be employed by the 
managers to furnish a splendid ball, and in their exertions they 
will have the assistance of a skilful, and, in his way, inimitable 
caterer, Mr. Rose, of the Palmetto hotel. We hope that on this 
occasion, also, our neighboring districts and counties will be 
fully represented. 

REPORT OF TIIE MILITARY co:m,UTTEE. 

At a meeting of the military committee on the King's Mountain 
celebration, held in Yorkville, September 8th, the following re
port was adopted: 

The military companies, provided with all necessary camp 
equipments, will report for duty to the committee at the mo(\n
tain, at or before four o'clock, on the 3d of October, at which 
time camping positions will be assigned them. 

The encampment of the military will be subject to all the fules 
and regulations of a regular military encampment. The line of 
sentinels will be extended so as to afford protection to such 
articles as the committee of arrangements may place under their 
charge. 

On the 4th of October, the day of the celebration, the compa
nies will assemble for exercise and review. His Excellency Gov. 
Adams will act as reviewing officer. R. G. M. Dunovant, adjt. 
and inspector general, will take command in the field exercises. 

PROGRAMME OF FIELD EXERCISES. 

I. Review. 
2. Break to the left to march to the right. 
3. Column close in mass. 
4. Countermarch. 
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5. Change direction by the left flank. 
6. By head of column take wheeling distance. 
7. Formation into line of battle, composed of two movements, 

column arriving behind the line of battle. 
8, Firing. 
9, '.I'o the rear by the right flank pass the defile. 

lO. Change direction to the left. 

ll. Left into line wheel. 

l2. Double column at half distance. 

l3. Deploy column. 

14. By left of companies to the rear into column. 

15, Change direction to the left. 

16. Form division. 
11. Form square-firing. 
18. Reduce square. 
19. Deploy column. 
20. Break to the right and march to the left. 
21. Change direction to the left, 
22. Left into line wheel. 

IN THE AFTERNOON-DRESS PARADE. 

Immediately after the military evolutions have been performed, 
the procession will be formed under the command of Gov . .Adams. 
{An order of procession will be prepared, in which the positions 
of the different bodies will be assigned.) The military companies 
and the organized associations intending to be present, will 
please give notice of the fact to the committee, by the 25th of 
September. 

GEN. JOIIN ~\. ALSTON, Chairman. 
Capt. M. JENKINs, Secretary. 



IUNG'S 1IOUNTAIN CELEBRATION. 


From the Yorkville Enquirer. 

THE fourth of October-the day set apart by our people for the 
in-gathering of worshippers, and for their noble act of worship, at 
''the grand old mountain"-has come and gone; and with it has 
passed off a demonstration, taken for all in all, the most impos
ing ever enacted in South Carolina. A debt has been paid. The 
brave dead who have for long years tenanted the abodes of 
silence and neglect, and their now sleeping comrades, whose 
resting-places are here and there unmarked, have been exhumed 
from forgotten graves; and, with more than all the honors that 
glorious war can give, and with all the glory that can be ascribed 
by a free and grateful people, have been given back again to an 
honored earth marked by an everlasting monument. The story 
of patient suffering, unwavering fortitude, undaunted heroism, 
and immortal victory, has been told in words prompted by the 
heart of a Campbell, and flowing:grandly as if from the tongue of 
Patrick Henry; and caught up by an innumerable throng, in blood 
kindred to Williams and Chronicle and Hamright, to Cleave
land, Shelby, Sevier and McDowell, has been echoed and re-echoed, 
until the old mountain has been made to reverberate and ring 
again and again with the loud-bursting, pealing notes I Right 
nobly, truthfully, and well has the debt been paid! Hence
forward, let " King's Mountain" take a place among " the deci
sive battles of the world;" let the grand achievement stand out 
upon the page of history, one of the glorious l:md-marks that 
point the pathway to the goal of human progress, where the 
genius of liberty will be crowned triumphant forever! 

4 
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To give our readers an adequate and faithful account of tiw 
celebration is a task to which we feel ourself unequal; but the 
duty devolves upon us, and we shall endeavor to meet it--taking 
occasion, at the outset, to extend to those who have all-along 
given us the aid of their sympathy and co-operation, the most 
hearty congratulation upon a consummation so entirely in keep
ing with the best hope, and so entirely auspicious of future good. 
When our first feeble effort was made, we had many misg·ivings; 
as the day approached, these misgivings were but little abated; 
but when we were permitted to welcome there an unnumbered 
multitude, gathered from far and near-all speaking out in word 
and action a sentiment in unison with the occasion and the object 
to be attained-our doubts gave way to a glad realization, and, 
with heart in hand, we mingled in the round of rejoicing, the 
"feast of reason and flow of soul," which made up a festival long 
to be regarded, and to be ever held worthy of a place with the 
cherished memories of King's Mountain. But, to our narrative. 

Early on Tuesday morning, the roll of the drum and the in. 
spiriting strains of martial music gave us warning of the begin
ning, and aroused the feeling fit to be indulged and sustained 
throughout the days of festivity. Under the command of Capt. 
Jenkins and Lieut. Coward, the cadets of the Preparatory l\Iili
tary School, upon whom devolved the duty of military escort, 
were marched to the depot, and at nine o'clock received the 
"Calhoun Guards," Capt. Mills, a fit representative of the chivalry 
and spirit of old Chester. The "Guards" were escorted into the 
town, and for the time took up their quarters at Walker's Hotel. 
At two o'clock the extra-train from Columbia brought to us seve
ral of the well-trained and spirited companies of which our 
capital city is justly proud-the "Richland Volunteer Rifle Com
pany," Capt. Radcliffe; the "Columbia Artillery," Capt. Hampton; 
and a delegation from the "Carolina Blues," Capt. Barkuloo. 
After having been received, and provided with refreshments at 
Rose's Hotel, these companies, with the " Guards" and the cadets, 
took up the line of march for the mountain. The regular train, 
which had been delayed by an accident below Chester, arrived 
late in the afternoon, and with it the companies from Charlesto.n
the "Palmetto Guard," Capt. Lucas, a fine-looking, we.II-trained 
corps; and detachments of the '' Washington Light Infantry,'' 
Capt. Hatch, the "Charleston lW;lemen," Capt. Johnson, and the 



"'German Riflemen," Lieut. Baum. Taking 'up immediately the 
line of march, these companies followed in the wake of their 
predecessors. We were much pleased to welcome, also, a full 
detachment of the "Edgefield Artillery, Lieut. A.darns, a gallant 
contribution from Judge Butler and old Edgefield, which was all 
the more welcome because the kindness was unexpected. Com· 
fortable quarters were provided for them at ."\Valker's. 

vVednesday morning, we took our place in the caravan wend· 
ing its way to the mountain, and early in the afternoon found 
ourself in the midst of the strange and stirring scenes of a 
busy forest-camp. During the last hour's ride we had recited to 
our cornpagnons du voyage the concluding chapters of "Ilorse-shoe 
Robinson/' in which are described, in the attractive garb of 
romance, the thrilling incidents of the battle, the death of Lindsay, 
the glad meeting of Butler and his Mildred, the genuine heroism 
of brave old "Horse-shoe," and the denouernent to all the charac
ters, whose hours upon the stage, told half in truth half in fancy, 
make this unpretending volume an heir-loom in almost every 
family, familiar as the tone of a household word. This pleasant 
exercise gave to us a frame of mind well suited to the scenes 
upon which we were to enter; and, with soul and body, spirit 
and nerve wrought up to the pitch of enthusiasm which seemed 
to direct and rule over all, we threw ourselves into the busy 
whirl, and began to drink in the wealth of genuine pleasure 
which such a scene and such an occasion could but give. 

Soon after our arrival upon the ground, we were permitted to 
extend a glad welcome to two veteran pilgrims who had just 
ended their journey across the mountains, and come to kneel at 
our shrine and join with us in our worship-the distinguished 
historian, Mr. Bancroft, and his not less distinguished compeer, 
Hon. vVm. C. Preston. Both seemed to have gathered by the way 
a fresh fund of health and spirits, in full preparation for the 
novel scenes before them. At Mr. Bancroft's request, we pre
sented our friend A. S. "\Vallace, esq., one of the worthy repre
sentatives of our district, who, from frequent intercourse with 
the actors in the drama, had acquired a thorough and accurate 
knowledge of every point of the battle-ground, and who kindly 
consented to place in contribution to the pleasure of our guest 
his ample fund of revolutionary lore. Following his lead, Mr. 
Bancroft, accompanied by Rev. Dr. vVightman and Rev. i\fr. 
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Martin, of Spartanburg, employed the hour in roaming over the 
mountain. An hour of value it was to us-now gathering up the 
treasures of legendary story as our guide poured them forth, and 
then regarding with an ill-disguised admiration the fine, spark· 
ling, speaking eye of the listener as he took in, almost at a 
glance, all the points and features of the battle-ground, and gave 
a willino-

b 
ear to the rehearsal of the rude but truthful story as it 

came, second-handed, from the heroes in the strife. A beautiful, 
cheering scene was that-the great historian upon the height of 
King's Mountain-a scene worthy of a better pen than ours I 
Standing on the spot where the surrender took place, near the 
rock which pillowed the head of the dying Ferguson, and hard-bf 
the spreading branches of the venerable tree from which the 
baker's dozen of traitor tories were hung, he read from the dis
patches of the commanding officer an official account of the 
battle; and placing Campbell and Shelby on the north, Sevier on 
the west, and Williams and Cleaveland on the east side of the 
mountain, eloquently and enthusiastically fought the battle over! 
The hope then was full. The great historian had done homage 
to the sacred spot and its sacred memory, and history would do 
right. 

While upon the mountain we met with Lieut. Wilkie, of the 
"Washington Light Infantry," and on our return, proceeding to 
the encampment of the detachment, we caught a glimpse of the 
war-worn banner presented to the company by the widow of Col. 
Washington. This flag was borne by the men under the com
mand of the brave and daring Washington, and bears upon its 
folds the marks of the strife through which it was borne at Cow· 
pens and Eutaw Springs. A noble old relic it is-worth all the 
affection with which this gallant company regard it, and amply 
repaying, in its rare value alone, the guardian care provided for 
its keeping. The detachment were on their way, and, after the 
celebration, designed to proceed to the battle-field of Cowpens, 
in Spartanburg district, with a view to reconnoitre and make 
preparations for a grand demonstration on the ground next 
spring. Success to the praiseworthy enterprise! 

Returning to the camp, we were surprised and, more than 
ever, delighted with the soul-stirring scene presented to view. 
Scattered here and there, on the surroundino- hills and in the in

• b 
tervenmg glens, as far as the eye could reach, and even fa1· 
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beyond the l'ange of a single glance, were pitched at least one 
thousand tents, of every shape, size, and fashion, all reflecting 
goldenly the last rays of a bright autumnal sunset; and passing 
to and fro, mingling gladly together, exchanging the greetings, 
extending the congratulations, and indulging the pleasures of 
friendly meeting, were innumerable throngs of all ages, sexes, 
and conditions-the gray-haired old man, who even now temem
bers, as if it were on yesterday, the firing of the guns on the day 
of the battle which, seventy-five years gone, he has come to 
celebrate; the venerable matron bringing the widow's mite to 
the common altar; full-grown, vigorous manhood, with the proud 
blood of the revolution beating at the heart and pulsating more 
and more quickly through every vein; the rude country lad, the 
city " swell," the bouncing lass, the dashing belle, the gallant 
soldier, decked out in all the trappings of war, the erect, inde
pendent backwoodsman, and, last of all, many a careless, devil
may-take-me specimen of " our peculiar institution"-all congre
gated as if by one common thought, bent upon a time of rejoicing, 
and entering eagerly upon the work! Oh, it was a splendid, 
glorious picture! in comparison with that which, seventy-five 
years ago, broke upon the stillness of that mountain, enough to 
fill the patriot heart full to overflowing, and make every nerve to 
thrill with the intensest emotions of thankfulness and joy! 

·when night came down, the thousand camp fires turned it into 
day, and sent upward and around a bright lurid glare, lighting 
up still the splendid panorama, and giving to the scene an effect 
yet more sublime, more touching, more soul-stirring. The hum 
of ten thousand voices, the tramp of men and horses, the shouts 
of gladness, peals of laughter, and the shrill whoop of the 
mountaineer, known alone to the mountains; the roll of the drum, 
the incessant firing of the vexed, ill-treated sentry, and, to drown 
them all, the inspiriting strains of martial music, which, dis_ 
coursed alternately by the several bands in camp, reverberated 
again and again through hill and dale-all woke up to life the 
realm where silence and solitude had been wont to reign, and 
invested the scene with a new and thrilling interest which none 
who witnessed it can ever forget. If the multitude had seen and 
heard no more-if, with the early morning, they had gone to 
their homes, the scenes of that glorious night would have repaid 
them all! 
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At a late hour we betook ourselves to rest, and despite all the 
noise and bustle which, throughout the camp, ruled tho night, 
slept balmily as if on "downy pillows," until reveille and the 
morning salute awoke us to an active participation in the events 
of the celebration-day. 

Thursday, the sun rose gloriously, and went his round from 
morning to twilight without a cloud to dim, even for a moment, 
his unusual splendor. Never did a lovelier, more calmly beauti
ful day smile upon earth-a breathless, cloudless, golden autumn 
day! It was just such a day as dawned upon the little band of 
patriots slumbering upon the banks of Broad river; just such a 
sun as rose upon tho field of Austerlitz. Nature seemed in sym
pathy with us, and gave thus kindly auspices of success. 

·with the morning came pouring in on every side another 
countless throng, and at nine o'clock a multitude had congregated 
together, numbering, according to different estimates, from eight 
to fifteen thousand persons. One of the guests, who had been 
accustomed to such multitudes and knew how to count them, 
estimated the number around the stand at the opening of the 
ceremonies at eight thousand; and then scarce half the crowd 
·was told. According to this €stimate, perhaps the most reliable, 
there were at least fifteen tlwusand persons present! 

At ten o'clock, the several military companies in attendance, 
habited in their gay and beautiful uniforms, were formed into 
line in front of the encampment, and under the command of Maj. 
Meighan, of the Columbia " Independent Battalion," assisted by 
Capt. Johnson, acting as adjutant, and Capt. Barkuloo, were 
reviewed by Col. W. II. McCorkle, the commander of the upper 
regiment. The battalion then passed in review over the plot of 
table-land east of the mountain, and executed with the utmost 
precision, and with an admirable skill and promptness, the series 
of movements in vogue at "general muster," keeping time to the 
excellent music discoursed by the band of the Richland Rifle 
Company. Such a splendid exhibition of "the pomp, and pride, 
and circumstance of glorious war" has never been seen in the 
backwoods since the days of old seventy-six; and for the untu
tored gaze, our own and the many thousand eyes looking no 
sentiment but that of intense admiration, it formed not the least 
attractive and interesting feature in the day's ceremonies. 

The review was ended at 11 o'clock, and, after a short interval, 
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a procession was formed on the parade-ground, under the super
intendence of Major Meighan, and Colonel McCorkle, acting as 
marshals, in the following order : those only who were known to 
be present, having positions assigned: 

The various Volunteer Companies. 

The members of the Masonic, Odd Fellows and 


Temperance Lodges. 

The members_ of the Press. 


The reverend Clergy. 

The members of the Congress of the United States. 

The Speaker of the House of Representatives, and 


Members of the State Legislature. 

The several commmittees connected with the Celebration. 


The descendents of the Ileroes of King's Mountain. 

The invited Guests. 


The President of the Day. 

The Orator and Chaplain. 


Among those who joined in the procession were Hon. George 
Bancroft,. Col. James L. Orr, Hon. '\V. '\V. Boyce, Hon. James 
Rogers, Hon. James Simons, speaker of the house of representa
tives, Col. Wade Hampton, jr., Col. B. II. Rice, Col. John D. '\Vil
liams and James G. Williams, esq., the grand-sons of the hero 
who fell at the battle. A full attendance of the masonic frater
nity in regalia, added a goodly measure to the effect of the de
monstration. The procession marched to a point on the ac
clivity, east of the mountain, in full view of the battle-ground, 
where a stand had been erected and seats provided for the ac
commodation of the multitude. The assembly was called to or
der by Colonel I. D. ·Witherspoon, our senator, to whom, in the 
absence of his excellency, the governor, was assigned the office 
of president of the day. After an appropriate introduction, be 
announced the chaplain, Rev. J. L. '\V. Adams, pastor of the 
Presbyterian churcl1 in this place. 

Here permit a moment's digression, while we dwell upon the 
part enacted in the battle by the patriots whose homes were in 
the vicinity of King's Mountain. Of all the romantic incidents 
which make up that day of romance, that which tells the story of 
the heroism of our home-fathers, is not the least to be regarded. 
Many of them living within a half-day's ride were participants in 
the conflict; yet they belonged to no company-they were c1tlled 



32 


to the field by no roll of drum, no stirring appeal, or inspiring ex, 
ample-they ·were encouraged by the brave lead of no captain. 
The news of the coming battle had, the day before, spread like 
wild-fire through the country ; and at early morn, the sturd.y 
farmers used only to the delightful plans of peace, saddled his 
horse and shouldered his rifle as if going to the accustomed Sab
bath meeting. Riding briskly to the mountain, dismounting and 
tying his horse to a limb, he t~ok his position, independent of all 
command, where danger was fiercest, and the most work to be 
done, and bravely bore the hero's part in the struggle. 'When 
the victory was won, as calmly and silently as he had come, he 
mounted his plow-steed, and wended his way back to his home; 
and next morning, having but a day, went the more briskly to 
his work in the harvest field I The steady, sure aim of these far
mer-warriors brought many a Briton to the dust; and their sin
gular bravery, their firm, untaught heroism, may well give to 
the chronicle of the war one of the most glowing pages in its 
brightest chapter. Such a part in this memorable conflict was 
borne by the grand-father of him who had been called upon to 
take the place of the distinguished divine to whom had been as
signed the office of chaplain; and such the exceeding appropri
ateness which gave to him the grateful duty of invoking, with 
truthful piety, and an earnest fervor, the Divine blessing upon 
the assembled multitude. 

After the religious ceremonies were concluded, the president 
introduced the Hon. John S. Preston, the orator of the day. His 
presence. before the auditory was greeted by enthusiastic and 
continued bursts of applause, which told plainly of the pitch 
which the anxious and confident expectation of all had reached, 
and of the great effort to which they were eagerly ready to lend 
au ear. They were not disappointed. For two hours the speak
er held his auditory entranced, and during the time scarce a 
whisper was heard, save when the rapture inspired, by his fervid, 
glowing eloquence, would force out, ever and anon, the enthusi
astic expression of pleasure and delight. Each picture, as it 
~as presented, in matchless, thrilling tones, was recognised from 
its very truthfulness, and greeted with peal after peal of out
bursting applause. Although we had often listened to the words 
o: genui~e eloquence, and had heard the distinguished orator in 
his happiest efforts, our anticipations were more than realized; 
always equal to the therrw, never descending to the common• 
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place or wavering in its proud career, it was a triumphant flight, 
upward and onward, from the first to the last. We must not at
tempt to give our readers an adequate conception of this master 
piece of oratory. In a few weeks it will be published in pam
phlet form, when the reader will be permitted to enjoy at least a 
measure of the pleasure which the delivery could but afford to the 
hearer. · 

At the conclusion of Mr. Preston's address, and after the pro
longed cheering which it called forth had subsided, the president 
of the day, proposed the following sentiment: 

Hon. George Bancroft : The patriot, the statesman, the truthful and impar
tial annalist ; his presence here, to-day, inseparably links his fame with the 
cherished memories of King's :Mountain. We bid him welcome. 

The sentiment was cordially and warmly received, and as 
Mr. Bancroft rose to respond, he was greeted in genuine southern 
style. In clear and ringing accents, and with an intense plea
sure beaming from every feature, the learned historian acknow
ledged the delight which a participation in the celebration af
forded him, paid a glowing compliment to the revolutionary he
roism of South Carolina, dwelt upon the battle and its conse
quences, and closed a chaste and exceedingly appropriate ad
dress, by an earnest appeal in behalf of the old battle-ground. It 
was such an address as might have been expected of the man
ornate and eloquent, yet touching in its simplicity; modest, yet 
bold and truthful-every sentiment beautifully adapted to the 
occasion, coming from the heart of a patriot and clothed in the 
chaste language of the accomplished scholar. The concluding 
words are worthy of a place: 

"Let the battle-ground before us be left no longer as private 
property; let it be made the inheritance of the people, that is, of 
all who are heirs to the benefits that were gained on the day 
which we commemorate. Let a monument rise upon its peak as 
a memorial of the heroism of your fathers; as an evidence of the 
piety of their sons. The deeds that were there performed bid us 
ever to renew our love of country. Let the passion for freedom 
flow forth perennially, like the fountains that gush in crystal pu
rity from your bill-sides; let the UNION stand like your own moun
tains, which the geologists tells us are the oluest and firmest in 
the world!" 

At the close of the address, Edward ~foore, esq., appeared upon 
the stand, announced the following toasts, each of which was rq, 
ceived with hearty applause: 

5 
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1. The Battle of King's l\Ionntain : The turning point of the revolution-it 
proved to be the Thcnnopyloo of American liberty. 

2. The Heroes of King's Mountain : With Spartan intrepidity, Roman harili
hoou anu a patriotic valor peculiarly American, they grapplcu with the ene
my here, and conquered. A monument should perpetuate the memory of their 
heroic deeds. 

3. Virginia, North Carolina and South Carolina : Firmly united in the days 
of 1780, may they ever be found, siile by side, battling in defence of their con
stitutional rights and liberties against a common foe. 

4. York: That portion of South Carolina which scorned British protection 
in 1780. l\Iay she never shrink from that principle of magnanimous indepen
dence. 

5. Colonels Campbell, Sevier, Cleaveland, Lacey, Shelby and Ilambright : 
History will yet claim their achievement at King's Mountain as the subject of 
its brightest page. 

6. Colonel James Williams, Carolina's noblest offering on the shrine of revo
lutionary patriotism : Let his memory be eternally engraved upon the hearts 
of his countrymen. 

7. The memory of George Washington: Changes and revolutions can never 
cast a shade upon it in America. 

8. Baron De Kalb : A nation cherishes the memory of the philanthropic 
stranger ; the willing martyr in the cause of human liberty. 

9. Marion, Sumter, Hayne, Pickens and Moultrie : May their chivalry anil 
love of country be ever imitateq. by the sons of the palmetto state. 

10. John C. Calhoun: His name, his character, and his services, are his 
truest and highest eulogy. 

11. The President of the United States : The faithful executor anu defenuer 
of the constitution ; he d8serves the gratitude and support of the south, 

12. The orator of the day: The gifted descendant of the gallant Campbell; 
his eloquence to-day warms our hearts with patriotic fire, as did the thundering 
tones of his ancestor inspirit his followers seventy-five years ago on this spot. 

13. Woman: The last, best and dearest gift of God to man. 

The reading of the regular toasts concluded, the rifle of Wil
liam White was presented to view by Samuel ,v. Melton, with the 
following words : 

"I hold in my hand, fellow citizens, one of the rifles which, with 
the true aim and steady nerve of the hardy backwoodsman, dealt 
death and destruction to the foe upon the height of King's Moun
tain. It was borne by William White, a native of Chester dis
trict, who served in the day of battle in Captain Lacey's compa
ny, attached to Colonel Williams' command. In the care of Cap
tain Mills, of the ' Calhoun Guards,' Chester district, sends this 
most welcome contribution to the festivities of the occasion. 
Three cheers for the old rifle\" 

Followirig this, the sword of Colonel Campbell was handed to 
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him by Colonel Preston, which he immediately presented as fol· 
lows: 

"Here, too, fellow citizens, is another noble relic-the trusty 
blade which, at the bidding of the brave William Campbell1 

leaped from the scabbard first on yonder height. Let us give to 
it a hearty, cheering welcome back to the old battle ground; and 
let us hope that, if ever the sword must be unsheathed in defence 
of American honor, or southern right, it may be returned as pure 
and unsullied as this, the legacy of the immortal Campbell to his 
honored posterity." 

After the presentation of these Yaluecl relics of the battle, he 
proposed the following sentiment: 

Honorable William Campbell Preston: Rekindled in the grand-son,hasbeen 
transmitted to us the spirit which gleamed in the sword of the grand-sire, 
While we have assembled to honor the patriotic deeds of the one upon the bat
tle-field, let us not forget the statesmanship and eloquence which have thrown 
a halo of imperishable glory around the other. In the fullness of age, as in 
the pride and strength of manhood, South Carolina delights to do him rever
ence. 

·when the loud applause with which this sentiment was re
ceived had subsided, the once proud and majestic form of "the 
inspired declaimer," now bent with age and tremblingly leaning 
upon the crutch for support, approached to the front of the stand. 
For a moment, the fire of genius, almost gone out, which had 
once commanded " the applause of list'ning senates," seemed to 
enkindle and burn as brightly as ever. He said: 

"If anything could now relume the embers of a life which, at 
times in my youth and manhood, has perhaps burned brightly, it 
would be the sentiment which has justbeen uttered. It touches the 
objects which are dearest to me. It points to a life which has been 
animated by what I thought and hoped to be elevated objects of 
ambition, and to an ancestry whose memory has been most fond
ly cherished. llcre, in these scenes of primeval grandeur, and 
upon a spot with which it has been the fortunes of that ancestry 
to be associated, it comes upon me with especial force; but if I 
cou.ld ever speak, I can speak no longer, and if excuse be need
ed, I would appeal to this," (raising up his crutch) "and to this," 
(laying his hand upon locks as white as snow;) "yet, still my 
heart," (laying his hand upon his breast)-but the utterance 
failed, and "the old man eloquent" bowed his head and wept, 
while the tear, trickling from ?very eye in that vast assembly, 
told the story of earnest sympathy, and paid a tribute to the 
power of true eloquence-the eloquence of feeling and of actio11 
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and of silence. When ho had resumed his scat, John L. Miller, esq., 
proposed the following sentiment: 

The Washington Light Infantry: The worthy representatives of a glorious 
name. The flag of Colonel Washington, that waved in triumph at Eutaw and 
at Cowpens, has been committed as a sacred trust to their keeping, and we can 
have no fear that in the discharge of this high duty, they will fail to feel the 
summons of those great deeds, and shoulu the crisis come, to emulate their ex· 
ample . 

.A call for a response was made upon Thomas Y. Simons, jr., a 
member of tho company, but at the moment he was absent from 
tho stand, and we were thus deprived of the pleasure of hearing 
one of the most promising and clever among the young men of 
Charleston. Mr. Taylor, a guest from North Carolina, volun
teered an appropriate sentiment to the two orators and the two 
battle-fields-Bancroft and Bunker Ilill, Preston and King's 
Mountain-which was received with tho same demonstrations of 
applause accorded to every sentiment proposed. 

The president then announced the barbecue in readiness, and 
after an ontertn.inment of over three hours tho auditory quietly 
dispersed, tho larger number betaking themselves to the valley 
at the foot of the mountn.in, where tho tables hn.d been spread 
n.nd provided with the overflowing abundance usual on such 
occasions. Though the attack was made with a determination 
chn.ra~teristic of other days, thanks to the efforts of the indefati
gn.ble chairman of the committee, the greatest profusion reigned, 
n.nd all were sn.tisfied to the heart's content . 

.After the dinner was over, it was the expectation and desire 
of the committees to assemble the multitude at the stand, an<l. 
pay respect to other distinguished guests who had favored the 
occasion with their presence. In order to reach their homes by 
Saturday evening, however, the military companies were compelled 
to fake up immediately the line of march, and their example was 
followed by the larger portion of the assembly, whose feelings of 
sympathy, touched by the melancholy accident which had well
nigh proved fatal to one of the members of the artillery company, 
disturbed to no small degree the pleasuralile enjoyment of the 
festivities, and forbid a further participation. 

At the close of Mr. Preston's address, when the accustomed 
salute was fired, one of the guns of the artillery company wn.s 
prematurely discharged while Mr. Sidney Clifton, a member of 
the company, was in the act of loading, and so severely shattered 
his right arm as to render immediate amputation necessary. His 

http:mountn.in
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face was shockingly burned, and fears were entertained that his 
eye-sight would be entirely lost. The operation was performed 
by Dr. Powell, the surgeon of the Richland Rifle Company, as· 
sisted by Dr. J. R. Bratton, of Yorkville, and Dr. Metts, of Lau· 
rcns. Every possible means was taken to alleviate his suffering, 
and, on Friday, through the kind assistance of Mr. Jasper Stowe, 
who provided, without charge, a comfortable conveyance, when 
no other assistance could be obtained, he was removed to York
ville, and thence to his home in Columbia. 

Quietly, as they came, and without any demonstration that 
would not become a decent and orderly people, the multitude 
dispersed and went away to their homes, amply and more than 
compensated, we are assured, for whatever of toil and expense 
might have aUcnded their camp life. By nightfall but few re
mained to disturb the silence that again asserted its reign over 
the mountain. Thus passed off the celebration-a day fraught 
with the most pleasing memories, which may well insure to us, 
ever hereafter, a feeling of gratification and proud satisfaction. 
But for the one sad incident all would have been well, and our 
record would indeed have been happy. 

Friday morning we returned to Yorkville. During the day the 
military companies arrived in town on their return, and took up 
their quarters with us until Saturday morning. In the afternoon 
they made a handsome display, and what with their gay appear
ance, fine soldierly bearing, and the fine music which heralded 
their coming, gave a ten-fold animation to the quiet monotony of 
our town life. .At three o'clock, we were pleased to meet with 
many of our "brothers of the quill," from abroad, at the editorial 
banquet, spread by that excellent caterer, l\Ir. Rose, of the 
"Palmetto hotel." It would not become us to say more than to 
express our thanks to those who gave us their presence on this 
occasion, and to render to the host our obligations for the tempt
ing display of fine dishes, which made it a feast of which we 
were proud. At night the King's l\Iountain ball, at the "Pal
metto," passed off handsomely; the ladies in attendance, how
ever, were few, and the entertainment was not prolonged to a 
late hour. Saturday morning our guests bade us adieu, carrying 
with them the earnest thanks of our people, and our heartfelt 
wish that their own may have been e<1ual to the enjoyment which 
their presence in our midst has afforded us. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

YoRKVILLE, October 8th, 1855. 

Jlonorable Joltn S. Preston-
Sm: At the instance of the several committees appointed with 

reference to the King's :Mountain Celebration, and in accordance 
with the general wish of our people, we respectfully request, for 
publication, a copy of the oration delivered by you on that occa
s10n. 

Believing that the all-important bearing of the event we have 
just commemorated, upon the fortunes of the revolution, has not 
yet been adequately appreciated, and conceiving it to be a duty 
as well as a privilege, under present auspices, to make public, 
in relation to it, a full and entirely reliable contribution to his
tory, we have also to request access to the papers which you 
have consulted in making up the lucid statement of the battle and 
its consequences, contained in your oration. 

Very respectfully, 

W. B. WILSON, 
JNO. L. :MILLER, 

} Committee 
of 

SAM'L W. :MELTON, Correspondence. 

Cou;MmA, October 10, 1855. 

1',Je,ssrs. TYilwn, ]',filler and lllelton, Committee-
GEXTLElIEN: Most gratefully appreciating the honor you have 

conferred upon me, I promptly comply with your request to fur
nish for publication, a copy of my address at King's Mountain. 
By a minute and careful sifting of historical and documentary 
statements, I have endeavored to make my narrative strictly 
conformable to truth. Some minor incidents and the tone of col
ouring, not affecting the historical value of the battle, may be 
derived from tradition, or from documents I am not at liberty to 
publish; but in the address I have studied to use nothing which 
is not true. 

In compliance with your requcst I send, also, copies of the doc
uments upon which I have mainly relied to authenticate my ac· 
count of the battle. If, in accordance with your views you are . ' ,
at liberty to publish all or any portion of them. 

I am, gentlemen, with the highest regard, 
Your friend and obedient servant, 

JOHN S. PRESTON. 
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ADDRESS. 


Tms forest is very lovely in the dying glow of autumn; 
this mountain is beautiful in its lonely grandeur ; this 
little brook runs gently, as it murmurs its ceaseless 
requiem by that solitary grave-stone. "\Vhy are they 
disturbed by this vast multitude of men-the repre
sentation of mighty, living power? vVhy come up 
here youth and ·manhood-age and woman-the 
hope-the struggle-the triumph-the joy of life i 

l\Iy CouxTRY)IE:N: 

Not success, nor triumph, nor power-not the decrep. 
itude of age, nor· the vigor of youth-not all the ne
cessities of actual life can make us forget the places 
where liberty was born. We come up to these places 
to worship, for they are sacred. There be those of us 
here to-day who are standing on earth soaked with the 
blood of martyr-kinsmen. Through that gorge, along 
that ridge, rising that steep acclivity, our patriot sires 
trailed in their own sacred blood, as they encircled the 
ferocious beast who had been preying on their homes 
and children. High up on the rugged summit, behind 
those craggy rocks, the fierce Ferguson lay-crouched, 
licking his red chops, and glaring on the mountain 
hunters as they closed around him. From that valley, 

() 
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the calm, detenuined Cleaveland marched-out of tho 
deep hollow-the bold and strong and daring Shelby 
sprung; in front, along where you are standing, came 
the red-haired Campbell-the claymore of the Argyle 
gleaming in his hand, and his blue eye glittering with 
a lurid flame. They meet, as the terrible foe comes 
crashing down like a herd of hungry lions ; they meet 
with an earth-shock-a tremor-a pause-the rattle
the war-a groan-a shriek-a wild, triumphant shout, 
and the spirit of liberty, hovering for a moment, over 
this wild mountain scene, unfolded her purple ,v-ings 
and bore the glad tidings to the father of his country, 
and to the hearts of her fainting soldiery in other re
gions of her chosen land. "It is the dawn of hope 
and better fortune," exclaims the sage Jefferson, " it 
turns the tide of affairs in the South," says another pa
triot. "It ch~cks the conqueror who is ravaging the 
Carolinas." "It reconquers South Carolina." '' It turns 
the lion from his rapine and chases him from the plain." 
"Great and glorious," cries the brave but unfortunate 
Gates. 

"\Vho and whence are the men who wrought this 
great work, and thus consecrated this spot, even down 
to this hour? vVhose heroic patriotism thus checked 
the conqueror in mid career, and gave back life to the 
expiring cause of American liberty? Lord Rawdon, 
writing to the commander-in-chief of the British forces, 
says, of this battle, "the men, who fought it, came 
from beyond mountains, whose very names are un
known. 

September is a delicious season in the green vallies 
beyond those "unknown mountains" and it was on a . . ' 
bright and sunny day m the latter part of that month, 
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that men were seen gathering in one of those vallies 
of the beautiful "\Vautauga, as if for some purpose of 
deep interest to themselves. It is, indeed, a lovely 
spot, and weU suited for the grave deliberations then 
held there. The torrent comes bounding from the 
mountains as if tearing its way through them, and, 
suddenly, spreads out, into a broad, shallow, rippling 
stream, its pattering music running with sweet accord 
beneath the distant roar from above. On one bank is 
a gentle slope, shaded by beach and maple, and car
peted with waving grass. On the other side, are bold 
and rocky precipices, with openings scarce wide 
enough for perilous bridle-paths. Down these paths, 
about noon, might be seen descending, at intervals, the 
hardy denizens of that wild region, most of thern on 
horseback, but m~ny afoot, and all dressed in the 
fringed hunting shirt and buckskin leggings, and bear
ing on their shoulders the long, small-bore rifle of that 
day. The tread and plash of their horses, as they 
struck the pebly bottom of the strong current, blended 
richly with the natural music of the scene. . Already 
many were collected, and lying idly, in groups, be
neath the spreading trees on the northern slope. Be
fore the long shadows of the mountains reached them, 
at least a thou$and men were there; for, this far away, 
quiet vale, was the rendezvous of as noble soldiery as 
ever illustrated the annals of human history. Yet, 
there were no tents there, no wagons, no sentries, no 
flaunting banner, none of the gorgeous paraphernalia 
of glorious war. The top-root of the beech was the 
pillow, the velvet sward the couch, the waving boughs 
the canopy for these sons of the mountain nymph. 
Their liberties had been achieved, and they rested in 
security, their barrier-mountains kept off the invader, 
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and their own prowess had driven the Indian from 
about them. But a shriek had come up from the 
Carolina!", and, echoing around these peaceful vallies, 
startled these men from their homes and harvest 
fields. 

The ready minions of that stern power which had 
driven the colonies to revolt, were crushing out the 
last hope in Carolina-lighting the torch and sharpen
ing the knife in the hand of treason-making patri
cide, carnage and fire, loyalty and virtue ; and this was 
the call these men were met to answer. Moving earn
estly from group to group, were seen four or five men, 
dressed like all, in that picturesque and graceful hunt
ing shirt, but distinguished by their side arms, and 
each, by something remarkable in person or bearing, 
betokening a wider experience than these wild scenes 
afforded. As night closed in, these men with many 
others, sat together talking over the events of that 
struggle for freedom, which had been going on for 
years, and in which, each one of those I have designa
ted, had borne an active and not inglorious part. One 
of them, evidently the master mind of the group, ap· 
parently, to give texture and purpose to the conversa
tion and discussion, was detailing the causes which, for 
years, almost for centuries, seemed to lead to this great 
struggle. He spoke of all that history told of the op
pression of their ancestors by the profligate and tyran
ical Stuarts, and how the blood of one-not a martyr 
as he is vainly and wickedly called-but the victim of 
his own sins, and a just sacrifice to popular right
failed to be a lesson and a warning to others. He 
spoke of the brave and gentle Huguenots, driven into 
the sea by a pompous and bigoted monarch--in bitter 
1.atire, or by contemptible adulation, called '' the 
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grand." He repeated what their sires and grandsires 
had told them, of Sc9tland's sad failure, and poor 
Erin's misery, and how all came for freedom, to this 
new world that had risen beyond the far Atlantic. 
These men, far removed from actual intercoume with 
the people they were going to serve, and ignorant of 
the condition of the provinces, became anxious and 
excited by this convetsation, and warmly urged the 
speaker to continue bis narration. 

"'\Vell," said he, " it is not the paltry tax, the;;e 
crnel and short-sighted men impose upon us-it is not 
their mean assumptions of power, or thei1· utter aban
donment of national protection, which drives us to be 
free. The principle is in the human heart-it showed 
itself at Runnimede five hundred years ago, and will 
not be satisfied until this new found world comes ·tmder 
the dominion of civil and religious liberty. This con
tinent belongs to liberty. The people of America are 
not rude and uncivilised men, emerging slowly and 
painfully from slavery and superstition. They came to 
a new world to regain that which had been taken from 
them in the old, or to create that which the tyrannies 
of the old world prohibited from life. They came here, 
a hundred years ago, with the religion of Luther and 
Knox, and the spirit of Sidney and Hampden; politi
cal and religious truth was the inspiration which sent 
them here. Their first house was a christian church, 
the next a hall of justice. There is no darkness in our 
origin. The first sun that rose on our ancestors on this 
continent, shone on civilized and christian men. For 
generations they bad been fighting for liberty, and 
failed to get it; when they touched this new land, they 
deemed the holy heritage within their grasp; the day 
spring from on high, rose before them, and, under its 
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soul-strengthening power, they subdued the rugged 
front of nature. Driven from Britain by her tyrannies, 
we have still turned fondly to the homes ofour fathers, 
and given freely our blood and treasure to our mother 
country. There are those of us here to-night, who bear 
the scars of her wars, side by side with that great and 
good chief who is now leading us on to freedom. In 
all justice we would have served her with fond affec
tion, and faithful reverence. Why then have we re
belled? ,vby have we marred the face of this fair, 
ne,v land with a cruel and bloody civil war ? Here, 
within sight of this spot, we have seen our wives and 
children slaughtered by the merciless savage, hired by 
our king. For five years his blood-thirsty hirelings 
have been slaying, without mercy, from Canada to 
Georgia, and no,v, within one handred miles of us, 
among our kinsmen and brothers, we see Englishmen, 
aye, and Americans, more harbarious than the wild 
·savage, deluging the land with blood. Why have we 
encountered all this? Why have we sought all this? 
It is because the command of God is that we must be 
free! Already have our deeds marked us in the histo
ry of mankind. Triumph now, or fail no-w, our names 
and our deeds are registered in the most sacred vol
ume of_ that history. Its pages record nothing in mo
ral grandeur, surpassing the scenes we have witnessed, 
those in which we are acting. I see among us those 
who heard the more than mortal words pronounced in 
the Vir0ofob. assembly: there is one at least here who 

. ' ' witnessed that assemblao-e of men at Philadelphia
0 ' 

whose deed, in all time, will stand the crowning glory 
among the acts of men. ,ve are not acting a drama 
as a spectacle to furnish poetry to future ages ; that 
which we are doing is not for a lesson or a warning. It 
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is a beginning, a mighty reality. On the high altars 
of truth, liberty and religion, we are offering our sa
crifice. For the great goo<l. of humanity we are pour
ing forth our libation of blood. Its incense has already 
gone up to the great God along with the souls of our 
slaughtered brothers, and we are almost free!" 

"But," continued the speaker, "the tyrant still holds 
in closest bondage, one of the fairest portions of' the 
land. The city of Charleston is held by British sol
diers, and all Carolina, where our kinsmen and bro
thers dwell, is still under their sway. Cornwallis and 
Rawclon, with bloody steps, are marching through its 
very heart, and Tarleton and Ferguson are ranging 
over its confineR, like demons of vengeance, choking 
the very sense of pity with their fell deeds. Above 
the far U naka there, we can almost see the blaze of 
burning houses, and coming down that valley, on the 
night wind, we can almost hear the wail of the ravish
ed maiden, and the groan of the murdered father, and 
see here, with what pittiless fury, the relentless but
cher pursues these helpless people. Steeped in misery, 
groaning with dm,pair, he calls on them, to forget na
ture, country and God? He bids the son to slay the 
father-the mother to betray her child-he calls on 
all to forget the land of their birth and the God of 
their salvation. Here is the proclamation of Cornwal
lis, as he sends forth Ferguson and Tarleton, like blood
hounds slipped from their leash. Even the gallant 
Sumpter dare not meet them, and the· great-souled 
Marion burrows for safety in impenetrable swamps. It 
is for us to meet these butchers; it is for us to save 
Carolina-it is for us to recleem from vassalage our 
kinsmen and brothers, that we have summoned the 
free mountaineers of Virgi:qil:I, aml North Carolina to 
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h th 'fbe1'1· ,,·1,·a;.. :1udmeet us J1ere ; am l ere ey are. '- - 
mothers barn filled their wallets ; their sisters anLl 
dauO'bters have moulded their bullets; their well 

0 

wiped rifles glitter in the moon-beams ; every man bas 
prayed before he slept, and they are ready for the 
ficrht." And stillness and silence crept over the 

0 

scene, as these men, with high resolve, sought their 
necessary rest. 

The morning sun shone on this little army, winding 
along the mountain ways; each man's soul roused to 
the loftiest purpose of human charity, for which he 
meant to give his life. Oh it was a noble and a gal
lant band of high-souled patriots, which left the hanks 
of the "\Vautauga that September morning, seventy 
five years ago. I have, in my boyhood, talked with 
many of them ; old men then, men who had met all 
the offices of life, high and low, but the impress of that 
purpose which led to this battle, was stamped upon 
every one of them. It gave to them an elevation of 
character which marked their persons and manner 
through life, and they lived and died with the lofty 
bearing which ca·me of that purpose, formed that night 
on the banks of the "\Vautauga, and redeemed the next 
week on the heights of King's l\Iountain. 

The condition of the Carolinas at that moment was 
sad indeed. Blank despair had settled on the patriot 
cause. It was, for these provinces, the "black year " 
of the war, and the gloom was spreading over the 
whole country. \Vilmington, Charleston and Savan
nah were in the hands of the British and the best

' men, many of the leaders of the three southern states 
were prisoners or in exile. The reinforcements from 
Virginia. had jqst been butchered by Tarleton, and, as 



if to close the wretched drama, within forty days, 
Gates had suffered that terrible defeat at Camden, 
whie I 1, indeed, "turned bis northern laurels to southern 
willows," and made Cornwallis complete master of 
South Carolina. This power he was using with a 
eruelty, unparalled in modern civilized conquest; bind
ing dmYn the conquered people like malefactors, re
garding each rebel as a condemned criminal, and 
checking every murmur, answering every suspicion 
with the sword and the fire-brand. If a suspected 
whig fled from his house to escape the insult, the 
scourge or the rope, the myrmidons of Ferguson and 
Tarleton burned it down and ravished bis wife and 
daughters; if a son refused to betray bis parent, he 
was hung like a dog ; if a wife refused to tell the hid
ing place of her husband, her belly was ripped open 
by the butcher knife of the tory, and, to add double 
horror and infamy to the deep damnation of such 
deeds, ..Americans were forced to be the instruments 
for perpetrating them. That which Tarleton, (beast, 
murderer, hypocrite, ravisher as he wa.s,) was a.shamed 
to do, he bad done by Americans-neighbors, kins
men of his victims. I draw no fancy picture. The 
truth is wilder far than the fabulist's imagination can 
feign. On the morning this battle was fought, an im
penetrable cloud of woe and despair hung over the 
people of South Carolina. Gates had :fled to Hills
borough-Sumpter's men had scattered and hid-and, 
it may be said, with historical accuracy, there was 
not a whig soldier in the field. On the other hand, 
Cornwallis had a numerous, well-disciplined and vete
ran army, :flushed with conquest and repeated victo, 
ries, posted across the state from Charlotte to Augus
ta, with infinite skill and judgment, and with powerful, 

... 
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weU-directed, and most cruel energies, he was holdin,;~; 
the state in utter subjection. To maintain this con
dition of things, and carry out fully his intention of 
instituting a civil as well as a military government for 
ulterior purposes, he relied mainly on these divisions 
of Tarleton and Ferguson. Ferguson had a picked 
re()'iment of re()'ulars, and had added to it another 

0 0 

made up of the very best loyalists he could, by threat 
or bribery, induce to join him. He bad distinguished 
himself on the northern line, and his government and 
Cornwallis had the utmost confidence in bis ability and 
peculiar fitness for the purpose in hand. His orders 
were to subdue tbe people; age, sex, condition, right, 
mercy, were not regarded in these orders. They were 
" subdue the people." ,vith this dread mission, Fer
guron had penetrated to the mountains, marking his 
course with terror and destruction. It is a sad, sad 
tale of horror, this march of that sullen and blood 
thirsty officer; and it was the wail, like that which fol
lowed Herod's slaughtermen-that followed him and 
went up into those far mountains, and roused those 
brave, good men, who left the valley of the ,vautauga 
on that bright autumn morning. 

With forced marches this little army dashed swiftly 
over the mountains, and at the base struck the trail ·of 
the wolf, and marked his course by the blood-spots he 
left in his path. He heard their tramp as they came 
clattering down the mountain sides, and skulked away 
to hide or entrench himself here. At Gilbert-town near

' Rutherford court house, whence Ferguson bad fled, 
they stopped a night, and selected about one thousand 
of their swiftest and strongest men, with good horses, 
to lead in the chase; and without waitin<)' for dayli()'ht 
off they sprung with the speed of th; wind. Th~ 
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game was afoot, and to the mountain hunter the chase 
grew warm. There was no need of leaders or captains 
then, for each man knew his work and meant to do it. 
They were to catch Ferguson, or, if Cornwallis came 
in their way, they were to catch him. Swiftly, but 
with stern determination, they kept the track, turning 
aside for nothing, save now and then to shoot a tory, 
as a bear hunter shoots a snake, merely to kill the 
Yermin, or to keep his rifle from rusting; or, if they 
found a rascal skulking around their march, they 
stretched him up with a grape vine, practising for 
subsequent necessities. 

The night after leaving Gilbert-town, on a short, 
halt, in council, the officers selected a chief to act until 
they could receive orders from Gates. Their little 
army was composed, then, of men nearly in equal num
bers from Virginia, North Carolina and South Caro
lina. Each band was led, rather than commanded, by 
its own officer-Sevier, Shelby, Campbell, Cleaveland, 
and "\Villiams and McDowell were the colonels, and 
had all seen hard service, either in the Indian wars or 
in this struggle. After full deliberation, they unani
mously elected Camp bell, of Virginia, to command in 
the approaching fray. He was a man in the vigor of 
life-not quite forty years of age-of pure Scotch 
descent, thoroughly educated in the classics and all 
the science of the day, and had been a soldier from 
his earliest manhood. He had married the sister of 
the famous Patrick Henry, and was an intimate friend 
of )Ir. Jefferson, and had joined in all the early move
ments of resistance. Having a large family connection 
in "\VeRtern Virginia, and an extensive property, and 
that region being still subject to imminent perils from 
the Indians of Tennessee and Kentucky, he declined 
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com!ll1ss10ns tendered him in the continental arllly 
and the Virginia lines, and accepted the honorable, 
laborious, and dangerous post of county lieutenant. 
In this he succeeded Evan Shelby, the father of his 
associate in this expedition. He immediately gave the 
care of his family and property to a kinsman, and de
voted himself to the cause of freedom. His manner 
was grave and dignified, his person strong and graceful, 
his courage of the most daring and reckless character, 
bis patriotism of the sternest mould-enthusiastic and 
uncompromising-with a fierce and relentless hatred 
of those who refused to join the patriot cause, and 
withal a skilful, judicious, and practiced officer. He 
brought to the expedition four hundred and fifty men 
-many of them his kinsmen, friends and neighbors
of wealth and position equal to his own ; and most of 
them of that true Scotch-Irish breed whose fathers 
had fought for kirk and covenant, and among whose 
descendants are the Clays, Calhouns, Scotts and Tay
lors of our day. It was, then, the merit of the officer 
and the material of his troop, that induced his gallant 
and patriotic associates to confer on Campbell the chief 
command. The pioneers of our liberties were far 
above the filth and dirt of those who seek the bauble 
of personal glory at the risk of their country's good ; 
and Shelby and Sevier, and Cleaveland and the vene
rable McDowell, and the chivalric Williams, knew not 
the base sentiment-they could not stoop to recognise 
its existence. They could not desecrate the holy spirit 
of patriotism, on its battle-fields, by petty and con
temptible personal jealousies; and may their pure 
spirits, even from their abode in heaven, look down 
and curse, with the scorn and contempt of mankind, 
the mean malice of that traitor-heart that would turn 
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us from our worship here. Yes, my countrymen, our 
origin runs not back into the dim and misty past 
which makes demi-gods of men; but those days of 
which I speak, which that grey-haired man may have 
seen, ,vere days of the highest heroism known in thfl 
history of man. These men whose names I have 
spoken to you-whose names we bear-were heroes of 
loftier mould, grander proportions, mind anJ. soul, than 
ever Homer sung, or than those who fought at 'fher
mopyhe or Cunme, or those who made a monarch 
swear at Runnymede; they were God's heroes, fighting 
and dying for him and his people. Such, indeed, were 
the men who sat in council that night, each holding 
bis own horse, and squatting on the bare, cold ground. 
Glory! glory! glory to the buekskin warriors from 
Lexington to Yorktown, who worked out God's prob
lr.m for humanity. 

·with their chosen leader in front, and each chief at 
the head of his troop, firm in their saddles and fixed 
in purpose, dark and stormy as it was, away they 
galloped in the hot pursuit. There was a pelting rain 
falling, which rendered every precaution necessary to 
keep their weapons .dry, and they rode with their rifles 
under their arms. About daylight they crossed Broad 
river at a ford about twelve miles from this place. 
Here they halted for an ill-provided meal, the rain 
still falling in torrents. About twelve o'clock the rain 
ceased; the sky cleared, and they found themselves 
within three miles of Ferguson's camp on this moun
tain. Here they halted again, under an order passed 
rapidly along the line-an order, perhaps, the most 
laconic and appropriate ever uttered under like cir
cumstances. It was in these words: "Tie up overcoats, 
pick touch-boles, wime fresh and be ready to fight." 



54: 

Here they were joined by a fen· of the neighboring 
people, some of them ha,ing loosed their horses from 
the plough in the seeding fields, and in their haste 
riding bare-back, with dangling trace chains. These 
people were familiar with the ground and arrangement 
of the British camp, and on their information, and 
using them as guides, the officers determined to divide 
their columns and attempt to surround the mountain. 
,vhile arranging this, an express from Ferguson to 
Cornwallis was arrested. His dispatch was reml aloud 
at the head of the line. He said : " I hold a position 
on 'the King's Jiountain,' and all the rebels out of 
hell cannot drive me from it." 

There was no shout or disorder when this was heard, 
but a quiet, grim smile ran along the line as they 
struck into a "double gallop." In twenty minutes 
they were in sight of the camp. They drew up along the 
bank of that little brook, dismounted, and tied their 
horses to the saplings and swinging limbs, leaving 
them in charge of a small and discontented guard
discontented at being left out of the fray; and, indeed, 
before the battle was half over there was not one remain
ing, and the horses were scampering wildly among the 
combatants. Ily the division of the columns, Sevier's 
tro0p formed the right, Cleaseland's and "'\Villiams' 
together the left, Campbell the right of the centre, 
and Shelby the left centre. Sevier, of course, was to 
pursue the hollow up the margin of the brook, ClE;ave
land passed along as the road now does, and turned 
up the ridge east of us, along where the volunteer 
tents are, and Shelby came along just where we are 
standing, Campbell taking the face of the mountain 
opposite to where the grave-stone is. The order of 
attack was hurriedly made, but wjth a military skill 
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and judgment which could not be excelled. There 
was not a mistake or error, or e,en miscalculation of 
marching time, from the onset to the end. Each 
column mo,ed steadily along the indicated line, these 
lines tending to a common _centre, which was the 
British encampment on the crest of the ridge. The 
British began the fight with a se,ere but scattering 
fire at the centre columns as they passed along around 
the base of the mountain. This fire was sustained for 
six or eight minutes, and in it )Iajor Cronicle wa-; 
killed and several were wounded; but most of the 
balls ranged far above the heads of the Americans. 
By this time Sevier passed out of the hollow at the 
bead of the brook, in full view of the enemy, and the 
firing commenced in earnest on both sides, nnJ. with 
such fatal effect from the mountain rifles as to force 
Ferguson to a direct charge of bayonets in the wry 
beginning of the action. This charge was beaded by 
a company of Engfoh regulars, and 1ras worthy the 
fame of that sen·ice 1ron on a thousand battle-fields. 
It was boldly nnd gallantly done, and forced Se,ier 
to retire nearly to the bottom of the hill; but at that 
moment ,,illimns and Cleawland appeared on the left, 
and poured in an awful fire on the right flank of the 
enemy. The charging columns were rEcalled, and 
wheeling rapidly, made a terrible dash at Cleaveland 
and '\Villiams, and with the same result-driving them 
back and pursuing them down the ridge. Before they 
could effect a route, Campbell and Shelby came up in 
front, and Sevier hall rallied, and from left and front 
they poured upon the British a telling fire, which 
compelled them to wheel again. This they did in 
double quick time, but in perfect order; and havin; 
received reinforcements from within the lines, another 
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-the third-charge was made, and this ·with the 
whole British force, directly at the centre columns. 
Here, again, the bayonet, in British bands, told its 
irresistible power, and Campbell and Shelby gave way 
before it. But Cleaveland bad rallied, and Sevier was 
still movino- forward and their double fire on each 

0 ' 
flank was terrific indeed. It stopped the charge in
stantly, and the centre column hearing this tremendous 
fire, and seeing the sudden pause of the enemy, and 
their retreat up the hill, rallied, wheeled, and rushed 
upon them with shouts and huzza.s, supposing they 
were defeated. By a rapid and skilful movement, 
Ferguson threw his men into three columns, one facing 
each of the columns of the advancing patriots, and 
then made a fourth general charge on the entire Ame
rican line. It was too late. The blood of the moun
taineers was up. They sprang forward from behind 
rocks and trees into the open ground, met and repulsed 
the charge, and actually drove the British within their 
lines. This enabled the three patriot columns to meet, 
and almost, literally, to surround the enemy. Then, 
indeed, came the rage of that fierce battle. A circle 
of fire hemmed the wolf in his stronghold. The Eng
lish soldier proved his breeding in this hour of danger; 
and the rascal tory then saw that escape from the rifle 
might. be but running into the rope. The regulars 
with their bayonets, and the tories with butcher-knives 
fastened to the muzzles of their guns, charge on this 
closing flame with the fierce energy of despair. In 
vain. The mountain hunter, calmly but rapidly load
ing, and deliberately aiming, as he rested his gun 
against a protecting tree, sent a death messenger in 
every bullet. At every discharge they moved for
ward, until there was one narrowing circle of flashing 
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flame crackling around their victims. The British 
cavalry was ordered to mount. It was the very thing 
for the American rifle, as it raised the mark clear 
above the bushes, and as each man threw his leg over 
the horse, he frll dead on the other side .. Ferguson, 
with a gallantry which seemed to rise with his despe
rate condition, rode from rank to rank and post to 
post, cheering, driving, and encouraging his men, until 
he found his army pressed, actually huddled together, 
on the ridge, and falling as fast as the Americans could 
load and shoot. He determined on one more desperate 
charge, and taking his position at the head of bis 
cavalry, in a voice that rose loud above the din of the 
battle, he summoned his men to " crush the damned 
rebels into the earth." The summons was heard by 
the Americans, and one round of their rifles was 
stopped, and instead of their roar there was heard 
only the click of the cock. It was the serpent's low 
warning of coming death. The pause was but for a 
moment, when Ferguson and DuPoistre, horse and 
foot, burst like an avalanche down the mountain side. 
By the time they came within sixty paces every rifle 
was loaded, and under deadly aim. Fe1·guson fell at 
the first discharge, with seven mortal \\rounds. The 
patriots rushed forward to meet the shock, as Du 
Poistres' regulars, with bayonets set and sabres in rest, 
came crashing down upon them-not Agincourt or 
Cressy, with all their chivalry, ever felt a shock more 
fearful than that; but had the heavens then rained 
British bayonets, it could not have stopped those 
patriots. The destinies of America-perhaps of man
kind-depended on their muscle. Like martyrs they 
went to the death-like lions they rushed to the car
page~ Officer and soldier-half naked, with blood· 

s 
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shot eyes and parched tongues-pounced upon the 
charging enemy, until their hot breath and fierce glare 
was seen and felt by the craven tory and his bull-dog 
master ; and as they crouched, gathering for the last 
spring, a wild, terror-stricken shriek rose above the 
roar-a yell for mercy. A white flag was run up, and 
God's champions shouted victory ! liberty! 

That shout echoed from this mountain to the sea, 
a 

0 

nd far along the shore to where the majestic "\Vash
ington was almost weeping over the accumulated hor
rors of the south. His great heart leapt up with pro
phetic joy as this beam of hope came, borne on the 
triumphant voices of his truc;ted. men of " "\Vest Au
gusta." For those who sent that shout were the very 
men to whom "\Vasbington said he would entrust the 
liberties of America when all else had failed. He 
knew the mountain was the birth-place, but never the 
grave of liberty. 

One hour sufficed for this crowning scene in the 
drama of the re~olutionary struggle in the south, acted 
by rude men from beyond" unknown mountains." 

Not one of the British force escaped. Two hundreJ. 
and forty were killed, and two hundred wounded
showing a strange proportion, and telling the. fatal 
story of that long small bore rifle. Over seven hundred 
were taken prisoners, with all their arms, ammunition, 
camp equipments, etc. It was a total defeat and cap
ture of one-fourth of Cornwallis' army. 

After a battle so hardly, indeed so furiously fought, 
it was a singular circumstance, that of the arm"! laid 
down by the prisoners, nearly every gun was found 
to be loaded, showing the horror and sudden terror 
of the defeated, when thev came in direct conflict with 
those strong, wild men of the mountains. They must 
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have looked like demi-devils, half naked as they were, 
after that. long, wet, dirty ride, that fierce fight, bloody 
and terrible on that hot October day. Of the patri
ots, twenty-eight were killed, and sixty wounded, ano
ther proportion, showing the wide aim of the regular, 
compared with the fearful accuracy of the volunteer. 
There is another feature, common to all our revolution
ary battles and those of our citizen soldiery in l\Iexico, 
which told sadly in this battle of King's l\Iountain. It 
is the large proportion of officers killecl and wounded. 
Of the Virginia regiment, thirteen were killed, twelve 
of them officers. 

"\Vith the American volunteers the officer is techni
ca1ly and literally the leader; he goes before to show 
the men the way, and how to fight. In this battle, the 
officers not only went before, but e,ery one, com
mander, colonels, captains, all carried and used the 
rifle in addition to the sword. It thus becomes known 
that the gallant "\Villiam~ seeing Ferguson cheering his 
men with his ·mice and famous silver whistle, drew up 
his rifle to shoot him, but perceiving Ferguson was armed 
only with sword and pistols, he threw away his gun, ex
claiming, "I will have a single hand tustle with him or 
die." He dashed at the Briton, but before he reached 
him, received two balls, and -was borne from the field 
by his two sons, lads of fourteen and. sixteen. "'\V'il
liams survived until the next day, and foarned that 
the victory \fas complete. He raised his eyes to hea
ven and said "I thank God for my country's deliver
ance," and placing a hand on the head of each of his 
children he said, "God bless you my bra,e boys; tell 
your mother and our friends, I die content." "\Vithin 
a few months those two noble youths were inhumanly 
butchered by the tories at Hay's Station. The pure 
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and brave Captain Edmonston fell in_ front of his com
pany, near his colonel. The stern Campbell was seen 
to brush away a tear as that brave, good friend, was 
borne back. Edmonston lay under a tree, with one 
hand clutching his side to keep in life until the battle 
was over. He heard the shout of victory, as his com· 
mander and friend grasped his other hand. He could 
not speak then; he kissed Campbell's hand, smiled, 
loosed tLe hold which stanched in life, and the chris
tian and patriot went to his reward. Four :Edmon
stons fell in this fight, and with them, Craigs and 
Beatties, Bowens, Willoughbys, Blackburns, Craw
fords, Campbells and Cummings. 

Oh Caledonia ! Caledonia ! had the descendants of 
thy ""\Vallace and Bruce, left to thee, been to thee, as 
those driven to this new land, were to its struggles, 
how different might be thy place, now, in the chroni
cles of glory. It is the blood of the children of Scot
land's exiled sons which hallowed this spot; it was 
their strength, but above all, their abiding trust in 
the God of their fathers, which "turned the tide of 
success that terminated the revolutionary war with the 
seal of independence." It was, indeed, a glorious, and 
well-foughten field, and well did all these brave pa· 
triots keep together in their chivalry. There was Se
vier, who proved that Jarnae and St.. Bartholomew had 
not drawn all the blood which flowed in the veins of 
the Huguenot-and Shelby, who ever showed his bold 
Cambrian breeding, and lived to meet his just reward 
in the highest honors of a nation he aided to liberate ; 
and Cleaveland, so brave and yet so gentle ; and all 
the others, whose deeds are recorded in the chronicles 
of our liberties, and rewarded in the glory of God. 

My countrymen, l look around me here on this scene, 
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and need I, dare I ask, is there one here, is there one 
living soul, who bears the mighty tones of liberty re
sounding over the earth, who will refuse to kneel down 
and worship the Great Spirit which moved these men 
to come down and fight this battle. Ob, no, our free, 
glad hearts, crown them with eternal glory, and shout 
the loud preon-hail, hail, hail sacred fathers of human 
liberty! 

I might detain you until the shadow of that moun
tain comes over us, with many a story and legend of 
this great event, for I have listened to them by the 
firesides of the actors in it. But, we have other offer
ings to make here, and my humble narrative must has
ten to an encl. 
· The immediate result of t1is entire destruction of 
one fourth of the army of occupation, (for such and no 
less was that of Cornwallis,) has been mentioned in 
grateful, but very general terms by our historians. 

Fellow citizens of South Carolina, I am a South 
Carolinian in heart, soul, spirit, and hope. This land 
I have chosen, is more precious to _me a thousand fold, 
than that dear, dear land, that grand old republic, 
which is my birth mother. You, therefore, my coun
trymen, will know that it is with more than common 
pain I utter, what I believe to be a sad truth, when I 

. say that neither the writers nor the people of South 
Carolina have rightfully appreciated this battle. ',Ve 
have truly and properly and with right enthusiasm, 
gloried in Fort l\Ioultrie, for never did the ocean 
waves mingle their eternal voice, with a nobler scene 
than that, and in Cowpens, too boldiy and too bloodily 
fought, even for the blood-dyed Tarleton, and in Eu
taw, yes, in Eutaw, worthy of any boast., worthy to 
have its tattered banners hung in the holiest places. 
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Here is one of them. Its hloody folds "·ere borne 
through that terrible day by the hanJ of a "\Vashing
ton, and for three score years, and on later fields, have 
been guarde<l by spirits as noble a"l bis. It has liber
ty's blessing, an<l woman's blessiug. Here it is. Its 
shreds, its patches, its blotches are holy. But touch 
it and virtue will come out of it. Let every one here 
come up and gaze on this, and glory in Eutaw! These 
battles were as gallantly, perhaps as well and skillful
ly fought as this. From the 28th of June, 1775, to 
the day John Laurens fell, South Carolina was one 
battle ground, and every foot of her soil is consecra
ted by the toil, the constancy, the courage, the patri
otism, the gallantry of her sons. It does seem to me, 
however, even leaving out the great results, to some of 
which I shall venture to recall your memory-that the 
circumstances I have so feebly sketched, tend to give 
this battle of King's Mountain a tone of romance, 
scarcely pertaining to any other of the war, full as the 
whole struggle was of incident, romantic beyond the 
ordinary acts of men. The sudden and spontaneous 
gatherings, without order or requisition from any es
tablished authority, in a wild and remote region, where 
rude "nature dwelt in awful solitude "--the strange, 
wild men concentrated into civilization and the hi()'hest
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human purposes by the need of their fellow men, the 
lofty hearing and knightly character of their leaders, 
Campbell, Shelby, Sevier, Cleaveland, Williams and 
l\I?Dowell, patriots, soldiers and gentlemen, the dash
ing march through the mountains, the hot pursuit, the 
military genius of the battle, the capture and annihL
lation of an invading army, the modest report to 
Gates, the quiet return and dispersion, and then the 
tremendous results to the expiriug cause offreedom, do 
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strike me as constitutil]g a chapter, which should not 
be excluded from that story which tells of our heroic 
<lays. 

The immediate and direct result was this. Corn wal 
]is had entirely, and as he believed, permanently sub
dued South Carolina; he or his partisans defeating and 
dispersing the patriots wherever they met them. He 
had established strong military posts across the state 
from Savannah to North Carolina, at Augusta, Ninety 
Six, Granby, Winnsboro', Camden and Charlotte. Thus 
instituting a military rule of the most disheartening 
character to the whigs, close, binding, bloody and dis
graceful. The exterior cordon was complete on the 
Georgia side, and this detachment of Ferguson and his 
own move to Charlotte was to complete it on the 
North Carolina boundary-that state being in no con· 
dition to resist. Tarleton, in the mean time, was rnng
ing over the state, checking every intimation of a rising 
with the sabre and his horses' hoofa. The British army 
at the south had thus completely fulfilled its mission, 
and was preparing to move northward on Virginia, 
Maryland, Pennsylvania and New Jersey, and thus ef
fect a junction with .the northern di vision at New York. 
The subdued Carolinas were to form the "point d'ap
pui" of this grand and well planned scheme of re-con
quest, and Ferguson's division was to clear the way for 
the movement. At this time both Boston and New 
York were held by the British, and vVashington was 
struggling with super-human efforts to keep together 
his starving and despairing armies, and, at the same 
time, to sustain the almost exhausted hopes of the con
gress. Supported himself by his abiding trust in the 
cause and in Almighty God, this more than mortal 
man almost yielded when Gates fled from Camden anq 
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left the whole south in the hands of the enemy. The 
news of this event, the death of De Kalb, the defeat 
of Sumpter, and the dJspersion of his men and those of 
l\farion, went like a withering blast from the fated 
south. Patriots, everywhere, with paralised hearts, 
threw tliemselves on the earth, and gave th~ir cause 
into the hands of <i~d. and a cruel shout of triumph 
rang from the Savannah to the St. Lawrence. Thus 
then it stood; so dark, so dreary, so hopeless. Thus 
it was, when, suddenly, like a wild hurricane, one 
swoop from the far mountains, at one blow lopped off 
the right hand of Cornwallis, drove him out of North 
Carolina, stopped his triumphant march, and sent him 
again to his forted fastnesses. 

It was the very first victory of that year, and on its 
announcement, the subject, but still unconquered 
whigs, in their deep hiding places, heard it with timid 
and uncertain hope. Marion caught t.he sound and · 
peered forth cautiously from his swamps to listen to its 
tones. Sumpter, on his hill-roost, heard the echo as it 
came down upon the morning dawn, and his clarion call 
re-echoed it along the hills and vallies of the Santee. 
"Up, up," he cried, "brothers of the holy cause and 
strike again for God and liberty;" and, as if the fiery 
cross had flashed like a meteor round, from hut and 
homestead, from forest and field, from mountain and 
plain, they rose and rallied to that call, and Cowpens, 
and Guilford, and Eutaw followed, and the march of 
triumph was changed to a broken and terrified retreat ; 
and the schemes of Leslie and Rawdon, and Clinton 
and Cormrnllis, were frustrated by a thousand moun
taineers in fringed hunting shirts, without carriage or 
cannon, bugle or banner, but with great souls and 
good rifles. 
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It is the province of the historian to recite the clos
ing acts of that mighty epic, "turning the accom
plishment of years," into an hour's reading-and 
fortunate are we in having with us to-day, one whose 
words tell what he would have been in the days of 
which we speak. One, who, to Grecian polish and Ro
man strength, adds the fresh glow of American patri
otism and whose soul is in full sympathy with his lof
tiest theme:* "'\Ve have met to rehearse a single glo
rious scene, and to make one just effort to place where 
they ought to be, the names of Campbell, Shelby, Se
vier, "'\Villiams, and McDowell, beside those of l\for
gan, Putnam, vVarren, Sumpter, Marion and .l\foultrie. 
They were equals in courage, conduct and effect
their cause was the same-let their glory be alike. 

Applause, gratitude and honor followed this band of 
heroes as they went back behind their mountains, to 
g,ither their corn and pile their winter fuel, and raise 
new barriers against the Indian, whose war hoops had 
been heard when they were away. 
· But they could not be quiet while that wave they 
had turned was still uncertain in its motion. Before 
the winter snows had melted from the mountains, we 
hear of Shelby with Marion and his men, and Sevier, 
driving the savage from that territory-now an em
pire-of which he is the father ; and Campbell and. 
Cleaveland, with the rifles that won King's Mountain, 
the fir8t and the last on the great field ef Guilford. It 
was they, who, under Lee, so maddened Tarleton and 
made Cornwallis swear if ever he caught their leader, 
he would hang him to the first tree. The partisan sent 
to the peer a like compliment, and was near redeeming 

• l\Ir. Bancroft, the historian, was present. 

!) 
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his courtesy at the moment, for had all the troops 
fought at Guilford, as did the King's :Mountain men 
that day, Cornwallis would never have reached York
town. I hold in my hand a plain, but glowing descrip
tion of the battle of Guilford, by a contemporary, per
haps an eye witness of that great event. In it is truth
fully told the eminent service of the King's :Mountain 
men under their old commander. General Greene, in 
a special letter, tenders his warmest thanks to Camp
bell, his officers and men, and Lee, with whom they 
acted, tells them their conduct is particularly noted by 
the commanding general. Indeed, it was only when 
Lee rode up to them, and peremptorily ordered them 
to quit the field, that they ceased their firing. They 
could not be made to understand that they were de
feated. By an unanimous vote of the Virginia assem
bly, their leader was appointed a brigadier-general, for 
"eminently heroic and patriotic service in the glorious 
affairs of King's l\Iountain and Guilford court house." 
He was ordered to join La Fayette below Richmond. 
His activity, intelligence, and skill, together with his 
enthusiastic patriotism, and high personal bearing, soon 
gained him the confidence and warm personal friend
ship of that chivalric Frenchman. It was in the midst 
of the summer heats, and a deep flesh wound received 
_from one of Tarleton's troopers at Guilford was still 
open. Weake~ed by this, and much service, the crest 
of the strong mountain eagle drooped beneath the hot 
suns of the sea shore. Not many days before York
town, nursed by a detachment of that soldiery who 
there witnessed the baptism of liberty, this one of her 
noblest martyrs, went calmly to his great reward. 
know I will be permitted to read here the funeral or

I 
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der of La Fayette in honor of him whom Shelby, Se
vier, Cleaveland, Williams and l\fcDowe11, chose to 
command them on this gloril1us and hallowed field. 

( Order.) 
liEAD QUARTERS, August 25, 1781. 

The general has no doubt that the army will unite with him in 
regretting General Campbell's death ; an officer whose services 
must have endeared him to every citizen, and, in particular, to 
every American soldier. 

The glory which General Campbell has acquired in the affairs 
of King's Mountain and Guilford Court Rouse, will do his mem
ory everlasting honor, and insure him a high rank among the de
fenders of liberty in the American cause. The general wishes it 
had been possible for himself and the officers of the army, to have 
paid those honors to which his rank, but, particularly, his merit, 
so highly entitle him. But his great distance from the army, and 
our present situation, render it impossible. The lieutenant of 
the county will assem~le a corps of militia and pay military hon
ors to the deceased general. 

General Stevens is requested to name a deputation of four 
field officers who will immediately repair to Rocky Mills, and, in 
the name of the army, pay General Campbell their last respects.• 

LA FAYETTE. 

Thus they have all passed away! Their lives belong 
to the eternity of the past. Our liberty is their monu
ment, as durable as the mountain on which they won it. 
The world may smile at the great swelling words with 
which we praise these men-the humble partisans of a 
rebellion. But why should we not praise them? They 
gave to us all we have. Has the world . more or 
better gifts? Did Romulus or Charlemagne, or.Alfred 
give more to their descendants i Does the mortal thun
der now reddening the waters, and shaking. the cen. 
tres of eastern seas, give an inheritance equal to ours? 
Then let us boast and be not ashamed. 
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Fellow-citizens, the purpose of history is to recor<.l 
the truth, that, by its light those who rea<l may be 
guided safely. This record is the title deed of our a~
cestry, to our praise and gratitude, and ours to then: 
glory and the institu1 ions they have builded for us. If 
then we claim the glory of the past, and enjoy its re
sults, can our duty be less than this, to 8ee that all 
which is good in the past has its share in our conduct, 
works fo us, guides us, and makes us emulous of it in 
all right ways. If we claim the parentage of the past, 
we cannot reject its instruction, or fail in obedienre to 
its behests, without bastardising ourselves1 and thus, 
by our own wrong, lose that, which should be our 
legitimate inheritance. 

\Ve have to-day turned a leaf in this record, stamped 
with the imprimatur of patriot and heroic blood ; and 
the indenture was made on the spot on which we are 
now standing. It is a section cut from a golden book, 
opened to our people after long years of direful trouble, 

. and fierce, strong struggles. The inscription of that 
volume is '' liberty"-its commentary is "equal law," 
made by all, for the good of all, and that man by 
man may kneel down and worship God wherever He 
is to be found in the hearts of His worshippers. And 
it is this estate of ours, thus derived, which constitutes 

. th~•American epoch under which we are living; which 
cuts off our days from all the " old ages,'' and is the 
first, distinct, unmistakeable, ineffaceable mark of the 
almost divine fact of human liberty, on the institutions 
of man. In them, in the purity and might of its 
power, in its tremendous purposes, it had no recog
nized being, no real place, no hallowed name, before 
that baptism of blood we have met to celebrate. It is 
not of the Hebrew, the Greek or the Roman; it is not 
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feudal, or papal, or Lutheran; it is the gift of God to 
America; it is American! Oh, do not blaspheme 
that name with the foolish, the wicked, the petty 
purposes of a day. The name of American denotes 
our breeding from heroes and sages, who were inspired 
of heaven to work out our great deliverance. Do not 
desecrate it by a vain use or mischievous application. 
It is wi<le enough for the worshippers of liberty over 
the whole earth-it is not wide enough for hypocrisy 
and vain deceit. It is holy-for before America, even 
Christianity had failed to persuade man to accept that 
boon which ensures his entrance to heaven-" the right 
to worship God according to his own conscience." 
This was the first, real divine offering of Americanism; 
and the next was almost like unto it-'' the equality of 
man," '' all men are born free and equal." This struck 
into the dust the thrones and powers of the earth. It 
is, then, these Americans which constitute the hitherto 
unrevealed facts of religious and civil liberty-the just 
relations of man to God and his fellow man. "\Vhat is 
the lesson they teach us ? :May I not here, to-day, 
ask, with holy pride, what is the lesson already taught 
to the American citizen by this origin of his govern
ment ? Is it not that he should love a country, thus 
blessed to him, with more than a common fervor
that he should give to this devotion all his being? 
\Vhy perished the Spartan at Thermopylm? \Vhat 
gilds Salamis and Plat&a, and the Roman name, 
with an imperishable halo? "\Vhy, the love of insti
tutions, which have perished, of a country now cursed 
of God. The undimmed lustre of patriotism is a living 
fire, when Greece and Rome are no more. If, then, 
patriotism be so glorious in its inspirations to the 
Greek and Romau, who knew no absolute truth, what 
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should it be to the American, whose very origin sprung 
from the highest truth vouchsafed to man-who holds 
a country not cursed of God, but is the inheritor of a 
land fresh from the forming hand of its Creator; a 
land that knows no earlier usage than his, save its 
abounding gifts, yielded with spontaneous love to 
natnre's prolific power-a land unpolluted by force
ful rapine, or that fierce avarice which tears the fruit ' 
from the earth before its birth-time-a land, indeed, 
kept, through all time, dressed in the gorgeous robes 
of its pristine wealth, beauty and purity, until the 
soltlier of the cross came and claimed it for his virgin 
bride in the name of God and human right. But it is 
not alone by this origin of his country that the di vine 
spirit of patriotism woos the worship of the Ame
ricans; it is not alone by the fountain which springs 
from Horeb or Sinai that his soul seeks his oracle; it 
is not alone the adoring hymn which rises to-day from 
this sacred mountain which lifts that soul to a1f emu
Ions grandeur ; it is not alone the magnitude and 
mighty significance of a seeming divine revelation 
which makes his patriotism his religion; it is not alone 
the unspeakable yearning of his heart for the sublime 
truths of that revelation as it shows him the great 
charter of human liberty; it is not alone by all these 
that the American is made worthy of his transcendent 
heritage. Let him to-day look around him, and be
hold those forms already developed under his great 
agency; and the glowing manifestations which seem to 
reveal the mysteries of a still grander future. vVith 
a socialism in the· unwasted vigor of a gigantic youth, 
the American seems insubordinate to all that is old in 
human institutions. Outward religion, the power of 
old forms of rule, preroaative. privileO'e fall like stuh

o ' b' 
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ble before his manly stride, as he goes on constructiug 
the wondrous and beautiful system of civilization be 
seems destined to fasten on the earth. I speak of to
day, and may say that, with the blessing of God, our 
progress in this grand mission has not been iu the 
rugged and tortuous lines of other nations, leaping 
fonvard to-day with bloody and convulsive effort, and 
back to-morrow with fearful collapse and heavy reac· 
tion-for such, indeed, has been the history of man. 
As yet we have gone forward with the eagle's :flight
in mid-air-without let or hindrance, and with the 
bright, genial sun blazing warm upon us. The people 
of America have, as yet, encountered none of the 
vicissitudes which clog the march of other nations. 
The invader has scarcely touched their soil-intestine 
strife is unknown. They did not start from the low·, 
dark places of superstition and barbarism, and crawl, 
and stumble, and groan, and sweat along the weary 
way that foads up to where the morning light shines. 
Their first poise was high in the scale of human civili
zation. Ai<led by all its powers, our only struggle has 
been with the forest and the untamed but teeming 
earth. These we have conquered and made them our 
own, and they are fair to look upon, and there seems 
to be a blessing in them, for peace and great power 
are abiding with us. Our farmer tills with merry 
heart; our mechanic strikes with the strong muscle of 
a freeman ; our philosopher teaches in his o,vn portico, 
or beneath nature's "majestic groves;" our poet dreams 
beneath his own vine, in soft Lydian measure to his 
love, or wild, exulting song in praise of "God and 
liberty;" our merchant unfurls his country's flag, and, 
without fear, sails wide over the farthest seas; and we 
worship in a templA fashioned by the word of God, 
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and not by the rule of human master. Great we are 
among the nations of the earth, and ·strong still in the 
mystical power of that spirit which makes these battle
fields sacred to us. Such is the American of to-day ; 
with a liberty which he knows to be a mighty fact, 
worked out by long ages of painful effort, and which, 
with an humble and abiding faith, he believes to be 
an immortal truth, recognized and blessed by God 
himself. Is there, then, within the compass of our 
various seas, one man who holds in his heart one 
thought against the liberties achieved on these battle
fields 1 If there be, then is he not only a bastard to 
the blood shed here, but be is a traitor to hi.s God, 
and shall perish miserably, even as he who sent his 
Master to the cross. 

Our wise ai~d good ancestors were not content with 
giving us the name and substance of this great boon. 
"\Vith propheti.c wisdom, they invented and established 
such sure and excellent forms as to guarantee our per
fect enjoyment of the great riches they wrought for us. 
They gave us this system of laws and government, 
under which we have strode forward with a pace so 
swift, and yet so firm, as to astound those who live 
under the old order. They created for us new politi
cal organizations and social institutions--new, antago
nistic, and subversive of all pre-existing forms. The 
root, the stock, the graft, the fruit is all new. '\Ve 
are the children of a new sea and a new earth ; and 
no power beneath that of the God who made us can 
crush us, as long as our filial piety impels us to come 
up and gather new strength from these sacred spots of 
that earth. But, my countrymen, this form, this 
structure, which our sires gave us--and in which we 
are still safe, strong and prospering--is but the temple 
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in which we worship the living spirit. It is, however, 
very sacred; and let no heedless or daring step invade 
its holy precincts. But, sacred as it is-mighty for 
great good as it is-this union, glorious and b1essed as 

· it has been, and is-is not the holy of holies. This 
great confederation, this union of confederate empires, 
these states, their constitutions, may be shattered into 
a thousand fragments; their ashes may be scattered 
on the winds ; all known elements, forms, and orders 
of our political being may become extinct and forgot
ten, and mould and jungle hide them from the know
ledge of men; but that spirit which won these fields, 
and now makes them sacred to us, is of the Eternal 
God, and will live and dwell for ever on this American 
soi1. 

vVe are the sons of heroes and sages. Let us be 
true to ourselves, be true to our conntry, be true to 
the God who gave it to us, be faithful to the blood 
shed here by our sires, and we will be the sires of 
freemen as long as the earth owns man for its master. 

Such, at least, is the faith and hope of the christian 
and patriot, as he kneels on this holy place. 

10 





]IR. BANCROFT'S ADDRESS. 


Tim president of the day assigns me a few minutes to 
express to you my sincere delight in being a witness 
of this great panorama of southern life, and beauty, 
and patriotism; a!ld joining with this countless multi
tude, assembled in the mountain forest under the 
shadow of the battle-ground, and animated by the 
spirit of the heroes whose virtues they are gathered to 
commemorate, I come among you not to address you, 
but to share silently in the scene ; to receive instruction 
from the eloquent lips of your distinguished orator; to 
enkindle my own love of country by the fires of your 
enthusiasm. 

No state may celebrate the great events of the 
American revolution with juster pride than South 
Carolina. At the very beginning of the struggle in 
1765, she was the first to adhere to a general union; 
and to her it is due that the colonies then met in con
gress. \Vhen, in 177 4, a tyrannical government en
deavored by the slow torture of starvation to crush 
Boston into submission, South Carolina opened her 
granaries of rice and ministered abundantly to its 
relief. "While the sons of the Scottish covenanters in 
Mecklenburg were the first to sever the connection 
with Great Britain, and institute government for them
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selves, the immediate harbinger of the great reform 
rose within the borders of this state; the victory gained 
at the Palmetto Fort by :Moultrie was the bright and 
the morning star, which went before the declaration of 
American independence. Wherever the camp-fires of 
the emigrant shall light up the forests of the west, 
wherever the history of our country is honestly told, 
wherever the struggles of brave men in the cause of 
humanity are respected, high honor will be rendered 
to the triumph at King's 1\Iountain and at Cowpens, 
and to that sad victory at Eutaw Springs, where the 
voice of exultation is chastened by sorrow for the 
brave who fell. 

For the north to take an interest in your celebration, 
is but an act of reciprocity. Eve1·ywhere in my long 
pi1grimage to be present with you on this occasion, I 
found evidence of the affection with which the south 
cherishes the memory of.every noble action in behalf 
of liberty, without regard to place. Beautiful Virgi
nia, land of mountains and lowlands, rich in its soil, 
abounding in healing springs, and the storehouse of 
all kinds of mineral wealth, builds a Lexington in the 
very heart of her most magnificent valley; North 
Carolina repeats the name in one of the loveliest re
gions in the world; and. South Carolina designates by 
it a great central district of her state. 

There is a still stronger reason why the north should 
give you its sympathy on this occasion. She sent you 
no aid in the hour of your greatest need. It is a 
blessed thing to give even a cup of cold water in a 
right spirit; it was not then possible to give even that. 
AH honor must be awarded to the south, since she was 
left to herself alone in the hour of her utmost distress. 

The romance of the American revolution has its 
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scenes for the most part in the south; and the battle 
of King's .Mountain, of which we celebrate the seventy
:fifth anniversary to-day, was the most romantic of all. 

The achievement was opportune. The American 
army for the south was routed and dispersed; Charles
ton was in the power of the enemy; the government 
scattered; the paper currency all but worthless; Gads· 
den a prisoner, doomed to the dungeons of St. Augus
tine; Sumter forced to retire beyond the state on 
the one side, and Pickens on the other; Cornwallis 
hoping " to extinguish the rebellion" by a system of 
imprisonment, confiscation and hanging; the Bri
tish minister promising himself that before winter 
u the whole country south of the Delaware would be 
subjected." The genius of liberty never bows bis head 
in despair; but thera was cause for anxiety-the fault
less partizan, the lion-hearted Marion, stood alone in 
his impenetrable fastnesses as the sentinel of Carolina, 

Such was the almost hopeless distress, of which the 
tidings penetrated to the hardy dwellers on the 
"\Vatauga, the Nollichucky, and the three forks of 
Holston. All the difficulties which stood in their way 
could not make them hesitate. They had distance to 
overcome in col1ecting their forces, but swift runners 
hurried up the valley; they had to cross the highest 
range of the Alleghanies, where there was not so much 
as a bridle-path; they could drive no beeves, but must 
depend mainly on parched corn for their sustenance ; 
meeting from remote districts, they had to organize 
themselves on the instant for action with unity. 

The movement commends itself still more to our 
admiration as a voluntary act of patriotism. It was 
planned by no congress-it was ordered by no execu
tive. All that is best springs from the heart, and the 
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expedition to King's Mountain sprung from the heart 
of t,he common people west of the Alleghanies. They 
were cheered by no martial music, as your orator has 
truly observed; they had no gilded banners, no nod
ding plumes; they were southern farmers in their 
every-day dress, come to exercise, though in a most 
signal manner, their every-day courage and love of 
country and virtue. 

The dangers which they encountered were those from 
which the bravest might shrink. Do you think I refer 
to the fact that they attacked an enemy superior in 
numbers and still more in the munitions of war, posted 
on yonder height which you see is precipitously steep, 
and bristling with the slaty rock which crops out all 
along its sides and summit? No. Those things had 
for them no terror. But their departure, they knew, 
was the signal for British emissaries to excite hordes of 
worthless savages to burn their homes and murder 
their wives and children. Every breeze from the west 
might seem to bring to their ears the echo of the In
dian's war-whoop, the dying groans of those they loved 
best. This was the fear which they had to cast under 
foot. 

Let us rejoice, then, that the success of the men 
engaged at King's Mountain was, as they expressed it, 
"complete to a wish." The firing was as heavy as 
could be conceived for the numbers engaged; the dis
lodging of the enemy from their advantageous situation 
was '' equal to driving men from stony breastworks;" 
the vigor of their resistance is proved by their holdin(Y 
ou~ till every third man among them was wounded o; 
slam; and of all the British force which was to have 
formed the central point of British power in the back 
country, and which Ferguson had commended to Corn
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wallis for its courage and ability, not more than 
t,venty, perhaps not even one of the survivors escaped 
captivity. 

To finish the picture of this battle, the consequences 
of the victory must be called to mind. It struck dis
may into the tories, and checked the concerted system 
of house-burning and domestic carnage which was fill
ing Carolina with the deadliest horrors of civil war; it 
was "the turning point" of victory which cheered on 
Sumter, and Col. vVashington and 1\Iorgan to their 
successes, and enabled. Greene to collect an army; it 
was the "fatal" bl_ow which utterly disconcerted the 
plans of Cornwallis, and forced him into that change 
of policy which had its end at Yorktown. The men 
of that day fought, not for Carolina, not for the south ; 
they fought for America and for humanity, and the 
ultimate effects of their heroism cannot yet be mea
sured. The states are bound together by commerce, 
and dove-tailed by canals, and rivers, and railroads ; 
but the recollections of the crowded hours of the glo
rious actions of our fathers speaks to the heart, and 
makes us feel, more than all the rest, that we are one 
people. 

Let the battle,ground before us be left no longer as 
private property; let it be made the inheritance of the 
people, that is, of all who are heirs to the benefits that 
were gained on the day which we commemorate. Let 
a monument rise upon its peak as a memorial of the 
heroism of our fathers-as an evidence of the piety of 
their sons. The deeds that were there performed bid 
us ever renew our love of country. Let the passion for 
freedom flow forth perennially, like the fountains that 
gush in crystal purity from your hill sides; let the 
union stand like your own mountains, which the geolo
gists tell us are the oldest and firmest in the world, 



CORRESPONDENCE. 


From Honorable Eclward Everett. 

BosTON, September 15, 1855. 

Gentleine11,-I received a short time since, your favor of the 17th 
of August, requesting my attendance at the approaching celebra
tion of the anniversary of the memorable battle of King's :Moun
tain. 

I am greatly indebted to you for this invitation, and for the 
very obliging terms in which it is conveyed. 

I should much enjoy a visit to that most interesting region, 
and it would afford me the greatest pleasure to unite with you 
in tlie commemoration of one of the most important battles of the 
revolution. I regret to say, that it will not be in my power to 
be present. 

Although the numbers engaged on each side at King's :Moun
tain were not great, there were many circumstances of deep in
terest connected with the battle. The simultaneous movement 
from the Carolinas and Virginia of the brave men by whom the 
victory was achieved ; the forced march by night of nine hun
dred of the best horsemen, determined to arrest the progress of 
Ferguson ; the gallant resistance made by that officer, the best 
partizan in the royal army, astonished as he was at " the nume
rous, fierce, and unexpected enemy which suddenly sprung up in 
the depths of the desert "-the courage with which, from the fatal 
eminence where he stood at bay, he plunged with the bayonet, 
first upon one party and then upon the other of the intrepid 
mountaineers as they drew closer and closflr around him a circle of 



81 


fire ; his fall and the immediate capitulation of his force, superior 
in numbers to their assailants-these incidents make a scene of 
war, of which there are few equals for stirring interest in the his
tory of the revolution. 

The political consequences of this victory were of great mo
ment. It restored the public mind from the depression caused 
by the recent successes of Cornwallis. It put an instant stop to 
his efforts to bring back the upper country to its allegiance ; and 
contributed its full share to the combinations which, about a 
twelvemonth later, led to the surrender of Cornwallis, and the 
virtual termination of the war. 

History will reserve a bright page in the annals of the revolu
tion, for the names of the gallant men who fought the battle of 
King's Mountain. You will hear the thrilling narrative from the 
eloquent lips of a descendant of one of them, and the expressive 
voices of unchanging nature will yield their response ; the rough 
hill-sides-the deep ravines-the sparkling streams-the venera
ble trees-mute but still living witnesses of the stern encounter, 
and faithful vouchers for its traditions. 

As you listen to the burning words of the orator of the occa
sion, on the magnificent scene of the action, the form of his an
cestor, Campbell, the chosen leader of the day, with those of the 
patriot Shelby, the hero of two wars, of Cleaveland, of Sevier, of 
McDowell, of "Williams, (who fell in the arms of victory,) will 
seem· almost in visible presence to hover around and claim the 
tribute of your grateful veneration. The historian of the United 
States, (Mr. Bancroft,) will partake in your commemoration, and 
catch new inspiration from the spot, for the page which he will 
hereafter consecrate to the great victory which was there 
gained. 

Gentlemen, the victory of King's Mountain, at the time, re
joiced the hearts of our fathers, throughout the Union. The glad 
tidings were heard at the north, with feelings like those with 
which, in the first year of the war, the news of Bunker Hill was 
received at the south. 

Would that its celebration, like that of the other great events 
in the revolutionary history, by reminding us of the toils, the 
sufferings, and the sacrifices of our fathers to establish an inde
,pendent and united republic, might do something to restore that 

11 
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fraternal feeling which the unhappy dissentions of the day have 
done so much to chill. 

I remain, gentlemen, your friend and follow citizen, 
EDWARD EVERETT. 

Messrs. W. B. ·w11soN, Jxo. L. }f11r.ER, and SA)I'L '\V. )fE1roN, 
Committee of Invitation. 

From Honorable John P. Kennedy. 

BALTDIORE, September 23, 1855. 

Gentlemen-Your very kind letter of the 10th, inviting me to 
the celebration of the victory of King's :Mountain, which is to be 
made on the 4th of October, reached me yesterday. 

If I could indulge my own desire in regard to this appointment, 
I should very gladly accept your invitation. But I find myself 
compelled, by the nature of my engagements at home, to forego 
that pleasure, and must beg you to accept my thanks for the 
friendly consideration which has brought me to your notice on 
this occasion. Apart from the primary interest of the celebra
tion, I should find a strong temptation to be with you, in the con
viction that I should find many friends, old and new, whom I 
should greatly delight to meet. But even a stronger motive 
would be, to manifest my earnest approval of the sentiment which 
has suggested this commemoration of the battle. I look upon it 
as entitled to special consideration as the first attempt to tender 
appropriate honor to a great event in the war of Independence
an event which, I think, stands prominent amongst what may be 
called the chief land-marks that serve to note the progress of that 
struggle. It distinguishes an era that happily shaped the for
tunes of the revolution, by checking a series of disasters and in
augurating a new career of victory. From this turning point 
the cause advanced steadily to a speedy and prosperous end. The 
issue was greatly_influenced by this event. If King's :Mountain 
had been any thing but the decisive victory it was, the fate of 
the war might long have hung in a doubtful scale, and the hero
ism of the south have been taxed by further trjals beyond its 
power of resistance. But the victory was a fresh fountain of 
strength, and the parent of new triumphs. Standing midway be
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tween Bunker Kill and Yorktown, it deserves to be elevated to 
the eminence they occupy in the national calendar, and to be re
membered with not less marked expressions of national gratis 
tude. 

I congratulate you, gentlemen, and those you represent, upon 
your recognition of this sentiment, and hope that you may find 
such a response from the country, to your commemoration of the 
4th, as shall prove that you have awakened the remembrance 
of the nation to an act of justice to one of the most note-worthy 
events of our history. 

·with the highest respect and regard, 
I am, gentlem, very truly yours, 

JOHN P. KENNEDY. 
:Messrs. '\V. B. '\VrLSoN, Jxo. L. MrLLER, SA11'L '\V. MELTON, Com

mittee of Invitation. 

From Honorable W. A. Graham. 

IlrLLsnoRo', N. C., September 28, 1855. 

Gentlemen-I have had the honor to receive your kind invita
tion to be present at the celebration of the battle of King's )foun
tain, and regret that circumstances which I cannot control, will 
deprive me of the pleasure of attending. 

I have been gratified to learn, that for the first time since that 
memorable victory, the citizens of those states, by whose undis
ciplined valor it was won, propose to unite in dignifying it with 
the honors of a public celebration. Near forty years ago, in my 
childhood, I remember to have heard of an assemblage on the bat
tle field, chiefly, I presume, of the people of Lincoln county, in 
this state, to commemorate the services and sacrifices of their own 
patriotic fellow-citizens, who were killed in the action in defence 
of their country's cause, when an oration was pronounced by the 
late Dr. '\Villiam McLean, who had himself been a soldier in the 
battle ; and the unpretending monument was erected to Major 
Chronicle and others, which still marks the spot where they 
fought and fell, and informs the passing traveller of the place 
and time of their country's triumph. This, however, was but the 
humble tribute of a neighborhood-perchance of a few surviving 
heroes to theiv dead comrades, of the same military organizati011, 
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But as a great American achievement, annihilating one column 
of the triumphant invading army of the enemy, and striking 
terror into the other, insomuch as to compel a precipitate retreat 
of his whole force for more than a hundred miles, thence keeping 
him at bay until the disastrous defeat of Gates could be repaired, 
and a new patriot army brought into the field, under the leader
ship of the indomitable Greene, and thus exerting an influence on 
all the subsequent events of the war in the South. Yours, gen
tlemen, is the first attempt to celebrate it on the scene of the 
victory. 

It is an offering eminently due to the memory of those intrepid 
sons of liberty of the hills and mountain country of the Carolinas 
and Virginia, by whom that victory was gained ; whose real 
history is invested with all the romance ; whose. devotion to 
country in the gloomiest hour of the struggle, when disaffection 
and alarm had overcome so many others, and subjugation seemed 
to be almost an inevitable consequence ; whose simplicity of 
manners and habits of military equipmenf and arrangement, and 
indifference to danger, and impetuous but persevering bravery 
in rolling back the tide of invasion, can only, and hardly, find 
their parallels in the classic examples of the heroes of the best 
times of the republics of antiquity. 

With my thanks for the kindness of your communication, and 
my best wishes that your meeting may be both profitable and 
agreeable, 

I am, gentlemen, with high respect, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM A. GRAHAM. 

Messrs. W. B. WILSON, JoHN L. :MILLER, Sn:'L "\V. MELTON, Com
mittee of Invitation. 

From Honorable George M. Dallas. 

PHILADELPHIA, September 5, 1855. 

Gentlemen-It would afford me the highest gratification to ac
cept the invitation with which you have honored me and mino·le

. h ' 
wit 1llY fellow-citizens of four great states in celebrating one 

I:) 

of 
t~e most characteristic and interesting achievements of revolu
tionary valor. The energy and spirit which rallied the western 
mountaineers of Virgiqi:i, and the two Carolinas, under Cleave



85 


land, ·Williams, Sevier, Bi-anon, and other leaders, to inflict, with 
celerity, upon an important detachment of Lord Cornwallis' inva
ding army, a signal defeat, entitle "the battle of King's Moun
tain," to the peculiar commemoration you propose. No one can 
be insensible, even after the lapse of seventy-five years, to the 
heroism with which your partizan militia sprung from their 
homes, united in the pursuit of their more numerous enemies, and, 
having beaten and dispersed them, returned tranquilly to their 
agricultural labors, leaving the momentous result of their ex
ploit to be seen in the retreat of the British chief, and in their 
own security. "The spot where that battle was fought" is cer
tainly linked in thought inseparably with the independence of our 
country and the patriotic gallantry of southern men. 

Sincerely regretting my inability to join your celebration, and 
with many acknowledgments for the kindness of your remem
brance, I am, gentlemen, very respectfully, 

Your friend and servant, 
G. )L DALLAS. 

Messrs. ,v. B. \VJLSON, JOHN L. :MILLER and SAlI'L ·w. MELTON, 
Committee of In~itation. 

From Honorable A. P. Hayne. 

CHARLESTON, S. C., September 25, 1855. 
Gentlemen-I have had the honor.to receive your letter, inviting 

me to unite with the states of Georgia, North Carolina, Tennes
see and South Carolina, in the celebration of the battle of King's 
1'.fountain~n the battle field where that brilliant victory was 
achieved by the skill and courage of Campbell, Cleaveland, Shelby, 
Sevier, and the noble "\Villiams, and the brave officers and men 
who fought under their command. I regret it will not be in my 
power to be present with you ; but although absent, I will be 
with you in spirit. 

The plan of the battle of King's Mountain was wisely con
ceived and nobly carried out. It was in every respect adapted 
to the occasion, and resulted in one of the most decisive victo
ries on record-our brave men killing, wounding and capturing 
the whole army of the enemy. Had the gallant Campbell not 
divided his forces into three distinct columns-each colµmn act

http:honor.to
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ing independently and separately, and oach column attacking 
the enemy in regular succession, and at difTerent periods of time, 
the cruel Ferguson must have won the day, and remained master 
of the field of battle ; and it would have been a liloody, bloody 
day for our men. 

Xo statei.man, no soldier, can over-value IIull's victory, or 
Jackson's, in his night attack before New Orleans ; and give me 
leave to say, no one can over-value Campbell's victory at King's 
}fountain. The result of the battle was, that the pride of an ar
rogant foe, who had dared to profane the soil of freedom by his 
hostile tread, was humbled. It produced confidence in our ranks ; 
throughout the whole country it established unanimity, and at 
once crushed disaffection. It was not a mere exertion of physical 
strength, as is often the case ; but in every stage of the battle, 
we clearly perceive tlie effect produced by the admirable arrange
ments of the commanders of our men. The ensemble of the general 
movement was maintained throughout the whole order of battle. 
I would again say, gentlemen, if Campbell had been defeated, the 
brave }{organ might have shared the same fate, and our beloved 
General Greene himself beeI\ made to encounter sad reverses. It 
was a noble victory, and God bless the brave men who so faith
fully performed the duty ! 

I beg to offer a toast, and in so doing to pay a small tribute of 
respect to departed worth, to brave and gallant men who bared 
their bosoms to the foe in the hour of trial and danger, and in 
the day of battle were every where that duty or danger called. 
will give you, gentlemen, 

The memories of Campbell, Cleaveland, Shelby, Sevier and the noble Wil
liams--" Come, expressive silence, make their praise." 

I pray you, gentlemen, e:tcuse tliis hasty letter, and permit me 
to subscribe myself your friend and compatriot, 

.A.. P. Il.A.YKE. 
Messrs. ·w. B. W1Lsox, Jonx L. MILLER, and SAl\'L W. lfELTox,, 

Committee of Invitation. 
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From Dr. J. G.M. Ramsey. 

!fEcKLEXBi::na, near Knoxville, (Tenn.) 
October 15, 1855. 

Gentlemen-Your letter dated Yorkville, (S. C.,) A.ugust 18, Lut 
post-marked Abingdon, (Va.,) Sept. 24, reached this office only 
last week. 

I am greatly obliged Ly the polite and cordial invitation which 
you have given me to attend the anniversary of the battle of 
King's Mountain, and unite in the celebration of that victory. 
Had your letter reached me earlier, it would have given me a 
very sincere pleasure to have met those you requested on that 
occasion, and participated with tlicm in the celebration of a vic
tory unsurpassed by any in our revolutionary struggle. .As it is, 
I content myself with hoping that the descendants and country
men of those '."hose patriotism conceived the expedition to King's 
Mountain, and whose valor achieved the victory, may have 
assembled with you on that hallowed spot, and enjoyed, with you, 
the enthusiasm and pride the place arnl its associations are so 
well calculated to inspire. 

I appreciate, gentlemen, very deeply, the compliment you pay 
me, where you remark, "By your invaluable contrilmtions to the 
early history of the country, you have assisted more, perhaps, 
than any other, in giving a just prominence to the event we pro
pose to celebrate." In the work to which you allude, I Lave done 
the south and the south-west barely justice ; while, elsewhere, 
"defeats have been magnified into victories." It gratifies me to 
know, and to have shown that the patriotism and courage of the 
volunteer militia of the south and south-west, gave the first 
check to the career of British conquests in the south, and by the 
defeat of Ferguson, so changed the aspect of affairs, as to result 
eventually in the consummation of our independence. 

I beg you, gentlemen, to present my acknowledgements to the 
citizens of York district for the cordial welcome they have offered 
me, and to accept for yourselves my thanks for the polite terms 
in which you have communicated their intentions. 

I am, gentlemen, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. M. RA)ISEY. 

To Messrs. W. B. "\V1Lsox1 Jonx L. MILLER and S.rn'L "\V. ~!EL
TON, Committee of Invitation. 
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From Honorable D. R. Atchison. 

PLATTE CrTY, Mo., September 12, 1855. 

Gentleme1i-Your letter of invitation, requesting my attendance 
at the celebration of the battle of King's Mountain has been re· 
ceived. It will be altogether inconvenient for me to be present 
on that occasion. I have certain duties, both private and public, 
to discharge at home. The battle of King's )Io~ntain was fought 
by the whigs, under the lead of Campbell, McDowell, Shelby, 
Sevier, and ·Williams, against the tories under the gallant Fer
guson. ·we have a similar foe to encounter in Kansas, on the 
first Monday in October next. , The " border ruffians," such as 
fought with :McDowell, Shelby, &c., on the one hand, and the 
Abolitionists-such men as fought with Ferguson, on the other. 
\Ve, ( the "border ruffians") have the whole power of the northern 
states to contend with, single handed and alone, without assist
ance, and without sympathy from any quarter; yet we are un
dismayed. Thus far have we been victorious ; and with the 
help of God we will still continue to conquer. 

Gentlemen, I thank you for the kind expression in the conclud
ing paragraph of your letter-" three cheers for Atchison and 
Kansas I" I have read this paragraph to sundry of the "border 
ruffians," and their eyes sparkle; their arms are nerved. We have 
been acting on the defensive altogether ; the contest with us is 
one of life and death, and it will be so with you and your institu• 
tion if we fail. Atchison, Stringfellow, and the "border ruf
fians" of Missouri, fills a column of each abolition paper pub
lished in the north ; abuse most foul, and falsehood unblushing, 
is poured out upon us, and yet we have no advocate in the 
southern press ; and yet we received no assistance from the 
southern states. But the time will shortly come when that as
sistance must and will be rendered ; the stake the " border ruf
fians" are playing for is a mighty one. If Kansas is abolitionized, 
Missouri ceases to be a slave state, and New Mexico becomes a 

free state, California remains a free state · but if we secure Kan
' sas as a slave state, Missouri is secure; New Mexico and south

ern California, if not all of it, becomes a slave state ; in a word, 
the prosperity or the ruin of the whole south depends on the 
Kansas struggle. Your obedient servant 

' D. R. ATCIIISON.
Messrs. \V. B. WILSON, JNo. L. MILLER, and SAlIL. \V. MELTON,

Comrn"ittee of Invitation. 
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From Honorable A. P. Butler. 

SroNELAND, near Edgefield, Sept. 29, 1855. 

Gentlemtn-I have delayed thus long to notice your note, invit
ing me to be present at the celebration of the battle of King's 
Mountain, in the hope that I might be able to accept your polite 
invitation. The occasion is one full of historical interest, and 
such an one as. would have afforded me, on many accounts, a 
grateful satisfaction. I find that the state of my health (having 
received by the fall of a horse some injury in my arm) will not 
allow me the great pleasure which I had proposed to myself of 
having with you. 

It has been said, that the gallant men who fought the b_attle 
of King's Mountain, had no muster roll by which they could be 
summoned to duty, and that there never was a public record re
cognizing their services. They needed no such memorial to 
place their names on the roll of fame. They mustered themselves 
into service ; and in a few hours, under the influence of high 
daring and tributary patriotism, performP.d a gallant achieve
ment, that may well be put in honorable comparison with the 
services of years of. many who were called at reveille by the 
muster roll. The graves of those who fell on the battle-field, and 
a burnished tradition, will afford a muster-roll for the admiration 
of posterity. 

It would be a beautiful tribute to their memory, to make the 
mountain on which they won the victory ( one so anomalous in 
history,) their monument, by having their names inscribed 
upon it. 

I hope the stone of the mountain is granite-that would be a 
genuine illustration of the whole affair. 

Accept, gentlemen, the assurance of my high respect. 
A.. P. BUTLER. 

To Messrs. WILSON, MILLER and MELTON, Committee of King's 
1.Jountaip. Celebration. 

12 
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From Honorable Josiah J. Evans. 

SocrnTY HILL, September 30, 1855. 

Until within a few days, I had promised myself the pleasure of 
attending your celebration, but various causes have combined to 
put this out of my power. To have been present on such an oc
casion would have been a source of great pleasure to me. I look 
upon the battle of King's Mountain as the turning point of the 
revolutionary war at the south. By Gates' disastrous defeat, the 
country was considered conquered. There was no army in the 
field, and no hope in the future-all was prostrate. The first 
bright speck was the daring achievement of the mountain men in 
the capture of Ferguson's army. But for this event, the march 
of Lord Cornwallis through North Carolina into Virginia might 
have completed the conquest of these states, before the second 
southern army under Greene could have been organized and 
marched to their relief. The battle of King's Mountain may, 
therefore, be considered the great event of' the war, and should 
be held in grateful remembrance by all the descendants of those 
whose independence of foreign domination was achieved by the 
war of the revolution. I wish it were in my power to participate 
in the celebration of this event, but I find it impossible. 

Most sincerely yours, &c., 
JOSIAH J. EV ANS. 

Messrs. vV. B. WILSON, JNo. L. MILLER, SAML. 1V. MELTON, Com
mittee of Invitation. 

From Rev. J. H. Thornwell. 

SouTH-CAROLINA CoLLEGE, September 29, 1855. 
Gentlemen-Partly from a spirit of procrastination, and :rartly 

from a vague hope that something might turn up to enable me to 
atlend your approaching celebration, I have delayed to the. last 
moment, to reply to your polite and kind invitation. I am truly 
sorry that I cannot go. Such commemorations of great events I 
cordially approve, and have always regretted that thev have not 
been more ~requent among us. It is true that they ;re not the 
ne.cess.ary signs of a heroic spirit, or a great generation. No
thmg 1s more characteristic of a declining people, and a dogene
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rate age, than to relieve their sense of degradation by rearing 
monuments to a glorious past. The Jew delighted to build the 
sepulchres and adorn the tombs of the prophets, long after the 
spirit of the prophets had departed ; and Greek and Roman 
alike, soothed their bondage by a passive admiration of the deeds 
of their ancestors. But where there is a right public spirit, no
thing is better suited to expand and strengthen it, than national 
recollections. Our fathers seem to speak to us from their 
graves. I think, therefore, that you have done wisely in your 
proposed celebrat_ion, and I feel it to be a severe self-denial that 
I can take no part in the ceremonies. In the sincere hope that 
the solemnities of the occasion may even transcend your expec
tations, I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, 
your obliged servant, 

J. H. THORNWELL. 
Messrs. WILSON, MILLER and MELTON, Committee. 



APPENDIX. 


THE GATHERING. 

Letter to Col. William Campbell, in Washington. 

Jny 31st, 1780. 

LAST Saturday evening I received your favor of the 20th, enclos
ing the governor's instructions to you to turn your arms against 
the tories. I would beg leave to tell you, sir, that this appoint
ment gave me the most sincere pleasure, being fully convinced 
that you have a more important enemy to contend with, in the~, 
than you had in the hostile towns of the Cherokees. More impor
tant, both from their numbers and their horrid and hellish combi
nations, as well as their situation amonget us in every quarter 
of the country, who only wait orders and a fair, or even a toler
able opportunity, to begin the works of murder and rapine. 

This hour I have been informed, from unquestionable authority, 
that a general and dangerous conspiracy is meditating amongst 
the tories, to be put into execution next month. The lead mines 
is their first object, anq then to overrun the country, not only here, 
but in Bottetuurt, with blood and plunder. This news is so 
alarming, that Col. Hugh Crockett has called for a great part of 
the militia of Bottetourt; and I have wrote to Col. ,valter 
Crockett to put himself at the head of all the militia·he can raise, 
from the county-line down to Capt. Draper's company and then 
to proceed to disarm all suspected persons, from the c'ourt-house 
down to where he meets the Bottetourt militia· and also to take 
into custody all such as have been noted for their disaffection to 
the American cause. 

As th?re is not a mom~nt to be lost, and as the stroke ought 
to be as general as their scheme was to have been I would 
th:~e.fore beg _of you to raise, at least, three full com'panies of 
m1htia, and with them proceed to disarm and secure all such in 
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·the upper part of ~Vashington and Montgomery, as low as where 
Col. Crockett begms, and such other places as you may jud.,.e 
proper; and in the meantime that you will take the coo.mand of 
the whole troops drawn out on this occasion, agreeable to the 
governor's instructions; and that you will add, diminish or alter 
tile instructions I have given to Col. Crockett in any manner you 
think will most forward this essential service. llad not the Bot
tetourt troops been on foot before I knew, I should not have sent 
Colonel \Valter Crockett any particular instructions ; but, under 
these circumstances, I judged it best to put his in motion, and 
yours to do the business as far as the court-house. I would have 
you ancl Col. .Arthur Campbell to fall on some prudent scheme to 
secure the body of Colonel Griffith. I have ordered a guard with 
the ammunition, as you directed. Pray let me hear from you. 
Let all be conducted with as much secrecy as possible. 

I am, sir, your humble servant, 
W)I. PRESTO:N". 

P.S.-If there should be no occasion to march now-I mean to 
Red river-I would beg of you to send those in person from 
Bottetourt and Montgomery. 

Extract from Ramsey's "Am;1als of Tennessee." Pages 227-8-9. 

" Sc-vier also undertook to bring Col. McDowell and othe1• field 
officers who, with their followers, were then in a state of expa
triation amongst the western settlers, into the measure. In this 
he succeeded at once. All of them had been driven from their 
homes, which were now deserted, and exposed to the depreda
tions of the disorderly and licentious loyalists who had joined 
the foreign enemy. Most of them had friends and kindred on 
whom Ferguson and his tories were even then wreaking their 
vengeance. These homes and these friends they longed to res
cue and protect from further violence and desecration. 

To Shelby was assigned the duty of securing the co-operation 
of the riflemen of western Virginia. These had, in many a past 
campaign with the pioneers of Tennessee, bivouaced and fought 
and triumphed together over a savage foe, and it was now deemed 
essential to the preservation of liberty and independence, to ob
tain the aid of these gallant men in resisting the invasion of the 
common country. Shelby accordingly hastened home, wrote a 
letter to \Villiam Campbell, colonel commandant of \Vashington 
county, Virginia, and sent it by his brother, Moses Shelby, to the 
house ofCarnpbell, a distance of forty miles. In this letter Col
ncl Shelby stated what had been determined on by Sevier and 
himself and urged Campbell to join them with bis regiment. 
That g~llant officer, 'true to the general cause but_ most loyal to 
Virginia, replied by the same messenger, that he did not approve 
of the measures that had been adopted, and that he should pur
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sue his original intention and march his men down ?Y .w.ay of the 
Flower Gap and get ou the southern borders of Virgmia, ready 
to meet and oppose Lord Cornwallis when he . appro:i,ched that 
state. With this answer, Shelby was much <l1sappom.ted. He 
was unwilling that the whole military force of Sullivan and 
Washington counties should be t~ken upon the contemplated ex· 
pedition, and thus leave the frontier exposed t~ attacks from the 
Cherokees from whom they were threatened with and had good 
reason to expect an immediate invasion. He, therefore, wrote a 
second letter, and sent by the same messenger immediately back 
to Colonel Campbell, giving additional reasons in favour of the 
projected campaign. To this letter Campbell replied that he 
would co-operate with his whole force. 

Colonel Campbell commanded four hundred men from Virginia, 
Colonel Sevier two hundrt:d and forty from "\Vashington, and 
Colonel Shelby two hundred and forty from Sullivan county, in 
North Carolina. The refugee whigs mustered under Col. hlcDow· 
ell. All were well mounted and nearly all armed with a Deckhard 
rifle. 

* * * * ** * * * * 
"The camp on "\Vautauga, on the twenty-fifth of September, pre

sented an animated spectacle. "\Vith the exception of the few colo
nists on the distant Cumberland, the entire military force of what is 
now Tennessee, was assembled at the Sycamore shoals. Scarce a 
single gunman remained, that day, at his own house. The young, 
ardent and energetic had generally enrolled themselves for the 
campaign against Ferguson. The less vigorous and more aged, 
were left, with the inferior guns, in the settlements for their pro
tection against the Indians ; but all had attended the rendezvous. 
The old men were there to counsel, encourage and stimulate the 
youthful soldier, and to receive, from the colonels, instructions 
for the defence of the stations during their absence. Others were 
there to bring, in rich profusion, the products of their farms, 
which were cheerfully furnished gratuitously and without stint, 
to complete the outfit of the expedition. Gold and silver they 
had not, but subsistence and clothing, and equipment and the 
fiery charger-anything the frontierman owned, in the cabin, the 
field. or the range, was offered, unostentatiously, upon the altar 
of his country. The wife and the sister were there and with a 
suppressed sigh, witnessed the departure of the husband' and bro
ther. And there, too, were the heroic mother with a mournful 
but noble pride, to take a fond farewell oftheir'gallant sons. 

" The sparse settlements of this frontier, had never before seen 
assembled together a concourse of people so immense and so evi
dently agitated by great excitement. The large mass of the as· 
se~bly wer~ volunteer rifle~en, clad in the home-spun of their 
w1ves and sJSters, and wearmg the hunting-shirt so characteristic 
of the backwoods so1diery, and not a few of them the moccasins 
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of their own manufacture. A few of the officers were better 
dressed, but ~11 i_n citizen~' cl.othing. The mien of Campbell was 
stern, authoritative and d1g111fied. Shelby was grave, taciturn, 
and determined. Sevier, vivacious, ardent, impulsive and ener
getic. McDowell, moving about with the ease and di()'nity of a 
colonial magistrate, inspiring veneration for his virtu~s and an 
indignant sympathy for the wrongs of himself and his co-exiles. 
All were completely wrapt in the absorbing subject of the revo
lutionary struggle, then approaching its acme, and threatenin()' 
the homes and families of the mountaineers themselves. Neve~ 
did mountain recess contain within it, a loftier or a more en
larged patriotism-never a cooler or more determined courage. 

" In the seclusion of their h'omes in the west, many of the vol
unteers had only heard of war at a distance, and had been in un
disputed possession of that independence for which their a ti antic 
counttymen were now struggling. The near approach of Fer
guson had awakened them from their security, and indignant at 
the violence and depredations of his followers, they were now 
embodied to chastise and avenge them. This they had done at 
the suggestion and upon the motion of their own leaders, with
out any requisition from the governments of America or the offi
cers of the continental army. Indeed, at this moment, the Ame
rican army in the south was almost annihilated, and the friends 
of the American cause, were discouraged and despondent. The 
British were everywhere triumphant, and the loyalists, under the 
pretence of promoting the service of his Britanic Majesty, were, 
in many sections, perpetrating the greatest outrage and cruelty 
upon the whigs. The attitude of these volunteer detachments 
was as forlorn as it was gallant. At the time of their embodi
ment, and for several days after they had marched against the 
enemy, flushed with recent victories and cOI_ifident of further con
quest, it was not known to them that a smgle armed corps of 
Americans was marshalled for their assistance or relief. The 
crisis was, indeed, dark and gloomy. But indomitable patriots 
were pr0sent, prepared and willing to meet it. The personnel of 
no army could have been better. There was strength, enter
prise, courage and enthusiasm. The ardour and impetuosity and 
rashness of youth were there, to project and execute, with the 
wisdom of mature age, to temper and direct them ; the caution 
of the father and the irrepressible daring of the son. 

·without delay, early on the morning of the next day, after its 
rendezvous at \Vautauga, the little army was on the march. Be
fore the troops left the camp, the officers requested that they 
should assemble for the purpose of commending the army to 
Divine protection and guidance. They promptly complied with 
the request. Prayer, solemn and appropriate, was offered by a 
cler(l'yman present, and the riflemen mounted their horses and 
stat1ed on the distant campaign. 



THE BATTLE. 


A statement of the proceedings of the western army, from the 25th day of Sep
tember, 1180, to the reduction of llfajor Ferguson and the army under his 
command. 

On receiving intelligence that :llfaj. Ferguson had advanced up 
as high as Gilbert town, in Rutherford county, and threate~e~ to 
cross the mountains to the western waters, Colonel \V1lham 
Campbell, with four hundred men from \Vashington county, of 
Virginia · Colonel Isaac Shelby, with two hundred and forty men 
from Sullivan county, of North Carolina, and Lieutenant-colonel 
,Tohn Sevier, with two hundred and forty men from ·washington 
county, of North Carolina, assempled at \Vautauga, on the 25th 
day of September, where they were joined by Colonel Charles 
McDowell, with one hundred and sixty men from the counties of 
Burke and Rutherford, who had fled before the enemy to the 
western waters. "We began our march on the 26th, and on the 
30th we were joined by Colonel Cleaveland on the Catawba river, 
with three hundred and fifty men from the counties of ·Wilkes and 
Surry. No one officer having properly a right to command in 
chief. On the 1st October, we despatched an express to Major 
General Gates, informing him of our situation, and requesting 
him to send a general officer to take command of the whole. In 
the mean time, Colonel Campbell was chosen to act as command
ant till such general officer should arrive. \Ve marched to the 
Cowpens, on Broad river, in South Carolina, where we were 
joined by Colonel James Williams, with four hundred men on the 
evening of the 6th October, who informed us that the enemy lay 
encamped somewhere near the Cherokee Ford, of Broad river, 
about thirty miles distant from us. By a council of the principal 
officers, it was then thought advisable to pursue the enemy that 
night with nine hundred of the best horsemen, and leave the 
weak horse and footmen to follow as fast as possible. \Ve be
gan our march with about nine hundred of the best men, that 
evening, about eight o'clock, and, marching all night, came up 
with the enemy about 3 o'clock, p.m., of the 7th, who lay en
camped on the top of King's Mountain, twelve miles north of the 
Cherokee Ford, in the confidence that they could not be forced 
from so advantageous a post. Previous to the attack, on our 
march, the following disposition was made : Colonel Shelby's 
regiment formed a column in the centre on the left · Colonel 
Campbell's. regiment ano~her on the right; part of Colon~! Cleave
lan~ s ,reg111;ent, headed m front by Major "Winston, and Colonel 
Sevier s rcgnnent, formed a large column on the right winO' · the 
other part of_ Colonel Clcaveland's regiment, headed by Coionel 
Cleav~land lnmscJf, and Colonel "William's regiment, composed the 
left w1_ng. In this order we advanced and got within a quarter 
of a mile of the enemy before we were discovered, Colonel Shel



97 


by's and Colonel Campbell's regiments began the attack and kept 
up a fire on the enemy while the right and left wings were ad
vancing forward to surround them, which was done in about five 
minutes, and the fire became general all around. The engage
ment lasted an hour and five minutes, the greatest part of which 
time a heavy and incessant fire was kept up on both sides. Our 
men, in some places, where the regulars fought, were obliged to 
give way a small distance, two or three times, but rallied and 
returned with additional ardour to the attack. The troops up0n 
the right, having gained the summit of the eminence, obliged the 
enemy to retreat along the top of the ridge to where Colonel 
Cleaveland commanded, and were there stopped by his brave 
men. A flag was immediately hoisted by Captain DuPoistre, 
then commanding officer, (:Major Ferguson having been killed a 
little before,) for a surrender .. Our fire immediately ceased, and 
the enemy laid down their arms, the greatest part of them 
charged, and surrendered themselves to us prisoners at discre
tion. It appears from their own provision returns that day 
found in their camp, that their whole force consisted of eleven 
hundred and twenty-five men, out of which they sustained the 
following loss: Of the regulars, one major, one captain, two ser
geants and fifteen privates killed, thirty-five privates wounded. 
Left on the ground, not able to march, two captains, four lieuten
ants, three ensigns, one surgeon, five sergeants, three corporals, 
one drummer, and forty-nine privates taken prisoners. Loss of 
the tories, two colonels, three captains, and two hundred and one 
privates killed ; one major and one hundred and twenty-seven 
privates wounded and left on the ground, not able to march; one 
colonel, twelve captains, eleven lieutenants, two ensigns, one 
quarter-master, one adjutant, two commissaries, eighteen ser
geants and six hundred privates, t:1ken prisoners. Total loss of 
the enemy eleven hundred and five men at King's Mountain. 

Given under our hands at camp. 
WILLIAM CAMPBELL. 
ISAAC SHELBY. 
BELJAMIN CLEAVELAND. 

THE LOSS ON OUR SIDE. 

KILLED. 

1 colonel. 
1 major. 
1 captain. 
2 lieutenants. 
4 ensigns. 

19 privates. 

WOUXDED. 

l major. 
3 captains. 
3 lieutenants. 

53 privates. 

GO total. 

28 total. 

13 
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Letter from Colonel Wm. Campbell to Colonel Arthur Campbell 

,vrLKES COUNTY CAllP, ON BRIAN CREEK, 

October 20, 1180. 

Dear Sir : Ferrruson and his party are no more in circum
stances to injure the citizens of America. We came np with him 
in Craven county, South Carolina, posted on a height, called 
Kin"''s Mountain, about 12 miles north of the Cherokee Ford, of 
Bro~d river, about two o'clock in the evening, of the 1th instant, 
we having marched the whole night before. 

Colonel Shelby's regiment and mine began the attack and sus
tained the whole fire of the enemy for auout ten minutes, while 
the other troops were forming around the height, upon which the 
enemy was posted. The firing then became general, and as 
heavy as you can conceive for the number of men. The advan
tageous situation of the enemy being the top of a steep ridge, 
obliged us to expose ourselves exceedingly ; and the dislodging 
of them was equal to driving men from strong breast-works, 
though in the end we gained the point of the ridge, where my 
regiment fought, and drove them along the summit of it nearly 
to the other end where Colonel Cleaveland and his countrymen 
were. There they were driven into a huddle and the greatest 
confusion ; the flag for a surrender was immediately hoisted, and 
as soon as our troops could be notified of it, the firing ceased and 
the survivors surrendered themselves prisoners at discretion. 
The victory was complete to a wish. My regiment has suffered 
more than any other in the action. I must proceed with the 
prisoners until I can some way dispose of them ; probably I may 
go on to Richmond, in Virginia. I am, &c".J. 

WILLIAM CAMPBELL, Col. Com. 

Extract from a speech delivered by General Smythe, of Va., in the Ilouse of 
Representatives of the U.S., Feb. 7, 1829. 

"Colonel Isaac Shelby, in a letter to Colonel Arthur Campbell, 
commandant of \Vashington county, in Virginia, written on the 
12th of October, nso, speaks thus of the battle: "\Ve were 
~oon formed in s:1ch order as to .attack the enemy on all quar
iers. The Wasbmgton and Sullivan regiments began the at
tack on the front a~d. left flanks ; the North Carolina regiments, 
under Colonels Williams, Sevier and Cleaveland attacked the 
rear and other flank, the firing in about fifteen minutes became 
general, and was kept up with fury on both sides for near an 
~our. On the first onset, _the ·washington militia attempted rap
1d!y to ascend the mountam but were met by the British regulars 
~1th fixed ~ayonets, and forced to retreat. They were soon ral
lied by the1r gallant commander and some of his active officers 

' 



and by a constant and well directed fire of our rifles we drove 
them back in our turn and reached the summit of th; mountain 
where tl.ie en?my being closely surrounded, surrendered prison~ 
ors at d1scret10n. Truly the situation of the ground gave them 
greatly the advantage, as the mountain was hi"'h and exceed
i_nf{ly steep in f:ont, and _interspersed along the t~p ~ith cragp:y 
cliffs of rocks, rn short, 1t was almost equal to stormmo- reo·ular 
works." 0 0 

Extract from a communication hy Colonel Isaac Shelby to the "National 
Intelligencer, May 6, 1823. ' 

On the morning after the appointment of Colonel CampLell we 
proceeded towards GilLert town, Lut found that Ferguson' ap
prised of our approach, had left there a few days Lefore. od the 
next ~ight it ~a~ determ!ned, in the council of officers, to pur
sue 1nm, unrem1ttmgly, with as many of our troops as could Le 
well armed and well mounted, leaving the weak horses and foot
men to follow on as well as they could. ·we accordingly started 
about light the next morning with nine hundred and ten men 
thus selected. Continuing diligently our pursuit all that day, 
we were joined at the Cowpens, on the 6th, by Col. John "\Vil
liams, of South Carolina, and several :field officers, with aLout 
four hundred men. Learning, from him, the situation and the 
distance of the enemy, we traveled all that night and the next 
day, through heavy rains, and came up with tliem about three 
o'clock in the afternoon of the 7th of October. They were en
camped on an eminence called King's Mountain, extending from 
cast to west, which, on its summit, was about 500 or 600 yards 
long and 60 or 70 broad. Our men were formed for battle as 
stated in the report of the action, made out and signed by some 
of the officers. This report, however, omits to mention that the 
men who had belonged to Colonel McDowell's command, which 
had been considerably augmented on the march, formed a part 
of the right wing under Sevier. Colonel Campbell's regiment and 
my own composed the centre, his on the right and mine on the 
left. The right wing or column was led by Major "Winston and 
Colonel Sevier. The left by Colonels Cleaveland and "\Villiams, 
and each of these wings was about as strong as Campbell's regi
ment and mine united. Our plan was to surround the mountain 
and attack the enemy on all sides. In this order and with this 
view, we marched immediately to the assa1~lt. The attack was 
commenced by the two centre columns, winch attempted to as
cend at the eastern end of the mountain. The battle here Lecame 
furious and bloody, and many that belonged to Sevier's column 
were drawn into the action at this point, to sustain their com
rades. In the course of the battle, we were repeatedly rcpult;ed 
by the enemy, a)l(l driven down the monntaiu. 1!1 this succeRsio11 
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of repulses and attacks, and in giving ~uccor to the points hard
est pressed, much disorder took place m our n111ks, the rne.n ?f 
my column, of Carnpbel~'s column, an_d a gTeat part of Sevier s 
were mingled together i_n the confus10n of the Lattle.. Toward 
the latter part of the act10n, the enemy made a fierce and $'allant 
charge upon us from the eas!ern summit of the mounta!n and 
drove us near to the foot of it. The retreat was so rapid that 
there was great danger of its Lecoming a rout. 

General Davidson to General Sumner. 

RocKY RIVER, Oct. 10, 1780. 

I have the pleasure of handing to you very agreeable inte11i• 
gence from the west. Ferguson, the great partisan, has mis
carried · this we are assured of by 1Ir. Tate, brigade-major in 
Gen. Su~1pter's late command. The particulars from that gentle
man's mouth stand thus : 

That Colonels Campbell, Cleaveland, Shelby, Sevier, '\Villiams, 
Brandon, Lacey, &c., formed a conjunct body near Gilbert town, 
consisting of three thousand men ; from this body were elected 
sixteen hundred horse who immediately went in pursuit of Major 
Ferguson, who was making his way to Charlotte. Our people 
overtook them well posted on King's :Mountain, and on the eve
ning of the 7th instant, at 4 o'clock, began the attack, which con
tinued forty-seven minutes. Major Ferguson and one hundred 
and fifty of his men fell in the action, eight hundred and ten were 
made prisoners, including the British, and one hundred and fifty 
of the prisoners are wounded ; fifteen hundred stand of arms fell 
into our hands. Major Ferguson had about fourteen hundred 
men and were all confused. Our people surrounded them and the 
enemy surrendered. '\Ve lost about twenty men, among whom 
is Major Chronicle of Lincoln county. Colonel Williams is mor
tally wounded. The number of our wounded cannot be ascer
tained. This blow must afi'ect the British very considerably. 
The design of our conquering friends is not clearly known · it is 
most probable they will secure their prisoners in or abo~t the 
mountains, and proceed towards Charlotte. The briO'ade-major 
who gives us thisj was in the action. The above is° true-the 
blow is great. I give you joy on the occasion.-"-Extract from the 
Virginia Gazette, Oct. 2lj 1780. 
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THE CONSEQUESCES. 

Extract from a History of the American Revolution, by Mrs. Warren, 2 vols. 
· pp. 250, 1-2. 

" Major Ferguson had, for several weeks, taken post in Tryon 
county, not far distant from the western mountains. He had there 
collected a body of royalists, who, united with his regular de
tachments, spread terror and dismay through all the adjacent 
country. This aroused to action all who were capable of hearing 
arms, in opposition to his designs. A body of militia collected in 
a.nd about the highlands of North Carolina; a party of hunte1:s, 
riflemen, a number of the steady yeomanry of the country, m 
short, a numerous and resolute band, in defiance of danger and 
fatigue, determined to drive him from his strong position on a 
spot called King's Mountain. Under various commanders, who 
had little knowledge of each other, they seemed all to unite in 
the design of hunting down this useful prop of British authority, 
in that part of the country. 

" These hardy partisans effected their purpose ; and though the 
British commander exhibited the valor of a brave and magnani
mous officer, and his troops acquitted themselves with vigor and 
spirit, the Americans, who in great numbers surrounded them, 
won the day. Major Ferguson, with a hundred and fifty of his 
men, fell in the action, and seven hundred were made prisoners, 
from whom were selected a few, who, from motives of public zeal 
or private revenge, were immediately executed. This summary 
infliction was imposed by order of some of those fierce and un
civilized chieftains, who had spent most of their lives in the 
mountains and forests, amidst the slaughter of wild animals, 
which was necessary to their daily subsistence. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
After this victory, most of the adherents to the royal cause in 

the interior parts of the Carolinas, either changed sides or sunk 
into obscurity. Lord Cornwallis himself, in a letter to Sir llenry 
Clinton, about this time, complained that 'it was in the militia of 
the northern frontier alone, that he could place the smallest de
pendence; and that they w_ere.so totally dispirited by Ferguson's 
defeat, that in the ":'hole district he could not assemble an hun
dred men, and even m them he could not now place the smallest 
confidence."* 

• Sir IIcnry Clinton observed, on this occasion, that '' the fatal catastrophe 
ofFerguson's defeat, had lost Lord Cornwallis the whole militia of Ninety-Six, 
amountin"' to four thou~and men, and even threw South Carolina into a Etate 
of confuskm and re hellion. 

http:w_ere.so


102 


Lord Rawdon to General Leslie. 

CAMP, WEST OF CATAWBA RIVER, 

October 24, 1780. 
Lord Cornwallis advanced to Charlotteburg. Major Ferguson, 

with about eight hundred militia, collected from the neighborhood 
of Kinety-Six, had previously marched into Tryon county, to pro
tect our friends who were supposed to be numerous there, and 
it was intended 'that he should cross the Catawba river, and en
deavor to preserve tranquillity in the rear of the army. A nume
rous enemy now appears on the frontiers, drawn from Nola
chucki and other settlements beyond the mountains, whose very 
names had been unknown to us. A body of these, joined by the 
inhabitants of the ceded lands in Georgia, made a sudden and 
violent attack upon Augusta. The post was gallantly defenued 
by Lieutenant Colonel Brown, till he was relieved by the activity 
of Lieutenant Colonel Cruger. But Major Ferguson, by endea
voring to intercept the enemy in their retreat, unfortunately gave 
time for fresh bodies of them to pass the mountains, and to unite 
into a corps far superior to that which he commanded. They 
came up with him, and after a sharp action, defeated him. Fer
guson was killed, and all his party either slain or taken. By the 
enemy's having secured all the passes on the Catawba, Lord 
Cornwallis, ( who was waiting at Charlotteburg for a convoy of 
stores,) received but confused accounts of the affair for some 
time. At length the truth reached him, and the delay, equally 
with the precautions which the enemy had taken to keep their 
victory from his knowledge, gave his lordship great reason to 
fear for the safety of Ninety-Six. To save that district was indis
pensable for the security of the rest of the province, and Lord 
Cornwallis saw no means of effecting it, but by passing the Ua
tawba river, with his army, for it was so weakened by sickness, 
that it would not bear detachment. After much fatigue, on the 
march, occasioned by violent rains, we passed the river three 
days ago. \Ve then received the first intelligence respecting our 
different posts in the province, which had reached us for near 
three weeks, every express from Camden having been waylaid, 
and some of them murdered by the inhabitants. Ninety-six is 
safe ; the corps which defeated Ferguson having (in consequence 
ofour movement,) crossed the Catawba and joined Smallwood on 
the Yadkin. 

"In our present position we have received the first intimation 
of the expedition under your command. At present, we fear that 
~e are too far asunder ~o render your co-operation very effectual. 
No force has pre~ented it.self t~ us whose opposition would have 
been thoug~t ~er10us aga1~st this army. But then we have little 
hopes of brmgmg the a~a~r to the issue of an action. The enemy 
~re mostly mounted m1ht)a, n~t to be overtaken by our infantry, 

or to be .safely pursued m tlus. strong country l)y our cavalry. 
ur fear 1s, that mstead of meetmg us, they would slip by us into 0
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thJs province, ~ere we to proceed far from it, and might a.g-ain 
s~1mulate t~e ?1saffoc!ed to serious insurrection. This apprehen
swn, you will Judge, sir, must greatly circumscribe our efforts· in
deed, Lord Cornwallis cannot hope that he shall be able to'un
dertake anything upon such a scale, as either to aid yon, or much 
to benefit from you in your present situation. 

Lord Rawdon to Sir Henry Clinton, 

OCTOBER 29, 1780. 

* * * In the meantime General Gates' army ad.anced. 
We were greatly surprised, and no less grieved, that no inform
ation whatever of its movements was conveyed to us by per
sons so deeply interested in the e,ent as the North Carolina 
loyalists. Upon the 16th of August, that army was so entirely 
dispersed, that it was clear no number of them could, for a con
siderable time, be collected. Orders were therefore dispatched 
to our friends, stating that the hour, which they had so long 
pressed, was arrived ; and exhorting them to stand forth imme
diately, and prevent the re-uuion of the scattered enemy. Instant 
support was in that case promised them. In the fullest confi
dence that this event was to take place, Lord Cornwallis ven
tured to press your excellency for co-operation in the Chesapeake, 
hoping that the assistance of the North Carolinians might event
ually furnish a force for yet further efforts. Not a single man, 
however, attempted to impro,e the ,favorable moment, or obeyed 
that summons for which they had before been so impatient. It 
was hoped that our approach might get the better of their timid
ity; yet during a long period, whilst we were waiti;11g at Char
lotteburg, for our stores and convalescents, they did not e,en 
furnish us with the least information respecting the force col
lecting against us. In short, sir, we may have a powerful body 
of friends in North Carolina-and, indeed, we have cause to be 
convinced, that many of the inhabitants wish well to his majes
ty's army ; but they have not given evidence enough either of 
their number or their activity, to justify the stake of this pro
vince, for the uncertain advantages that might attend imme
diate junction with them. There is reason to believe that 1:mch 
must have been the risk. 

Whilst this army lay at Charlotteburg, Georgetown was taken 
from the militia by the rebels ; and the whole country, to the 
cast of the Santee, gave such proofs of general defection, that even 
the militia of the High Ilills could not be prevailed upon to join 
a party of troops who were sent to protect our boats upon the 
river. The defeat of )fajor Ferguson had so dispirited this part 
of the country, and, indeed, tho loyal subjects were so wearied 
by the long continuance of the campaign, that Lieutenant-Colo
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nel Cruger, (commanding at Ni~etJ>:-Six,) sent inf~rmation to 
Earl Cornwallis that the whole d1stnct had determmed to sub
mit as soon as the rebels should enter it. From these circum
stances, from the consideration that delay does not extinguish 
our hopes in North Carolina ; and from the long fatigue of the 
troops which made it seriously requisite to give some refresh
ment to the army ; Earl Cornwallis has resolved to remain for the 
present in a position which may secure the frontiers without sep
aratinO' his force. In this situation, we shall be always ready 
for mivcment, whensoever opportunity shall recommend it, or 
circumstances require it. But the first care must be to put Cam
den and Ninety-six into a better state of defence and to furnish 
them with ample stores, and salt provisions. Earl Cornwallis 
forsees all the difficulties of a defensive war. Yet his lordship 
thinks they cannot be weighed against the dangers which must 
have attended our obstinate adherence to his former plan. 

. . 

Lord Cornwallis to Lieutenant-Colonel Cruger. 

0A}IDEN, August 18, 1780. 

* * * * In short, there never was a more complete vic
tory. I have written to LieutenantsColonel Turnbull, who is with 
:Major Ferguson on Little river, to push on to ·waxhaw, after 
General Sumpter, whose detachment is at present the only col
lected force of the rebels in all this country. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Tarleton is in pursuit of Sumpter on this side. I have given 
orders that all the inhabitants of this province, who had s1ibmitted, 
and who have taken part in this revolt, should be punished with 
the greatest rigor ; that they should be imprisoned, and their 
whole property taken from them or destroyed. I have likewise 
directed that compensation should be made out of their effects to 
the persons who have been plundered and oppressed by them. I 
have ordered, in the most positive manner, that every militia 
man who had born~ arms. with us, and had afterwards joined the 
ene~y, should be ~mmediatcly hanged: I have now, sir, only to 
desire that you will take the most ngorous measures to extin
guish the rebellion in the district in which you command, and 
that you will obey, in the strictest manner the directions I have 
given in this letter, relative to the treatme~t of the country. 

Sir Henry Clinton to Secretary Germain. 

NovElIBER 12, 1780. 
* * * * By ~y instructions to Major-General Leslie, your

lordship may perceive how strenuously I urged a rapid move 
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towards Petersburg, which, however, he did not think expedient 

to do on the instant, but began to establish himself at Ports

mouth. The :Major-General's reasons for this I will not now enter 

upon, as he has thought it necessary, upon Earl Cornwallis' re

' quisition to him by Lord Rawdon, to change entirely that opera

tion, and your lordship will find he proposes going to Cape Fear 

river. 

I cannot but lament the ill-fated enterprise of Major Ferguson, 
which has forced Lord Cornwallis to retire, but I hope the nearer 
co-operation of Major-General Leslie, so much desired by Earl 
Cornwallis, will re-establish affairs. 

Lord CornwaUis to (.;eneral Leslie. 

NoH)IBER 12, 1780. 

* * * * Had I attempted to penetrate into the farther 
part of North Carolina, my small army would have been exposed 
to the utmost hazard ; and it would have been as impossible to 
have co-operated with you in the Chesapeake as with Sir II. Clin
ton at Kew York. 

If you come to Cape Fear, of which, at present, I have little 
doubt, by the help of the galleys and small craft which will be 
sent from Charles town, you will easily secure a water convey
ance for your stores up to Cross Creek ; I will, on hearing of 
your arrival in Cape Fear Ri,er, instantly march with e,ery 
thing that can be safely spared from this province, which I am 
sorry to say is most exceedingly disaffected, to join you at Cross 
Creek. "\Ve will then give our friends in North Carolina a fair 
trial ; if they behave like men, it may be of the greatest advan
tage to the affairs of Britain ; if they are as dastardly and pusil
lanimous as our friends to the southward, we must leave them to 
their fate and secure what we have got. 

General Leslie to Sir Henry Cltntou. 

Non:UBER 19, 1780. 

* * * * The people in general seem sorry at our leaving 
this district, and I believe would have been happy to have re
mained quiet at home. It is a plentiful country all around our 
posts. From my first hearing of Ferguson's fate, I inwardly sus
pected what came to pass ; therefore, I ne-ver issued any procla
mation of my own, nor did I encourage the people to take arms ; 
many blamed me for it, but now they think I acted right. 

's_ 

14 
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:.\fr. Lyman to ~,Ir. Wanton. 

'1VEST Porxr, X ovcmbcr 24, 1780. 
The action at Camden, between General Gates and Cornwallis 

cau be considered as nothing more than a promiscuous carnage, 
and the respite from slaughter only furnished a stimulous for 
more vio·orous exertions. Unable to impro,e their advantages 
and bmryed up by a success which, in its operations, proved 
merely ideal, they have been checked in the very commencement 
of their rapid progress by a handful of determined freemen ; 
tlieir detachments destroyed, and their hopes blasted. This event, 
thouo·h apparently small in its beginning, has been productive of 
mostliappy consequences. The militia, convinced that there is 
uothing invulnerable in the garb of a Briton, that their own 
8afcty and happiness depend on their bravery and enterprise, 
and that they have nothing to hope from the cruelty, perfidy and 
insatiate avarice of their enemies, have at length determined to 
act with spirit and free their country from an invasion. Our 
last authentic accounts from that quarter mention the retreat of 
Cornwallis from Charlotte, forty miles towards Charlestown
our light parties hanging on his flanks and rear, and the main 
body, under Generals Smallwood and Gist, on their march to at
tack him. By a letter, which was intercepted from General Les
lie, who commands the detachment which landed up Chesapeake, 
to Cornwallis, we learn that he had taken post near his shipping, 
and was waiting his lordship's orders for his future destination, 
that he had not received a line from him since his arrival, and, 
further, that from an enterprise of ours their affairs were totally 
deranged in that quarter. These and a Yariety of other events, 
evince that the tables are turned, and that our affairs in that de
partment wear a most favorable aspect. 

Extract from "Tarleton's Southern Campaign." 

. "The destruction of Ferguson and his corps, marked the pe
nod and the extent of the first expedition into North Carolina. 
Added to the depression and fear it communicated to the loyalists 
upon the borders, and to the Southward, the effect of such 'an im
portant event was sensibly felt by Earl Cornwallis at Charlotte 
t~wn. The. weakness of his army, the extent and poverty of. 
North Carolma, _the w~nt ~f. ~rnowledge of his enemy's designs, 
and the total rum of his m1l1t1a, presented a gloomy prospect at 
the comri:encement of the campaign. A farther progress by the 
route winch he had un?ertakeu, could not possibly remove, but 
would, undoubtedly, Increase his difficulties , he therefore 
formed a sudde1; determination to quit Charlott~-to,;n, and pas~ 
tl1e Catawba nver. Tlie army was ordered to move, and ex
presses were de;:;patclie<l to recall Lieutenant-Colonel Tarleton." 
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Extract of a letter from Governor Jefferson to the President of Congress, 

Rrcmro:1rn, October 15, 1780. 

Sir-I do myself the pleasure of congratulating your excel
lency on the small dawn of irood fortune which at lerwth ap

. l ~ ' o ' pears m t 1e south, as you will find by the despatches I have the 
honor of enclosing to you, and which I, at this moment receh·ed 
from General Gates. ' 

* * ** * * * * * 

Despatch of General Gates. 

IlrLLSBOROCGH, October 12, 1780. 

Sir-This instant I received the great aud glorious news con
tained in the enclosed letter from Brigadier-General Davison to 
General Sumner, who directly despatched it to me by express. 
"\Ve are now more than even with the enemy. The moment the 
supplies for the troops arrive from Taylor's ferry, I shall proceed 
with the whole to the Yadkin. General Smallwood and Colonel 
Morgan arc on their way to that post ; the latter with the light 
infantry, was yesterday advanced eighteen miles beyond Guil
ford court house ; the former, with the cavalry, lay last night 
thirteen miles on this side that place. I desire your excellency 
will forthwith despatch copies of all the letters I now send you 
to the president of congress. I am, &c., 

HORATIO GATES. 
Gov. JEFFERSON, 

Resolutions by Congress, 

"In Congress, MondDy, November 13, 1780, a letter from Gov
ernor Jefferson was read, enclosing a letter of tho 1st from Maj. 
Gen. Gatos, with a particular account of the victory obtained by 
the militia over the enemy at King's Mountain on the 7th of Oc
tober last, whereupon, 

Resoh:ed, That congress entertain a high sense of the spirited 
and military conduct of Colonel Campbell, and the officers and 
privates of the m~litia ~nder his comm~nd, displayed ~n tho ac
tion of October 7, m which a complete victory was obtame<l over 
superior numbers of the enemy, advantageously posted on King's 
Mountain, in the state of North Carolina, and that this resolution 
be published by the commanding officer of the southern army, in 
general orders." 
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Extract from a letter of Mr. Jefferson, written to a friend of the family ot' 
Colonel Campbell, in 1822. 

"I remember well the deep and grateful 'impression made on 
the minds of every one by that memorable victory. It was the 
joyful annunciation of that turn of the tide of success, which ter
minated the revolutionary war with the seal of independence. 
The descendants of Colonel Campbell may rest their heads quietly 
on the pillow of his renown. llistory has consecrated, and will 
forever preserve it, in the faithful annals of a grateful country." 
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3 Prison Discipline. 

ART. IV.-A Popular Essay on su1ij"ects ef Penal Law, and 
on uninterrupted Solitary Confinement at Labor, as contra
distinguislted to Solitary Confinement at Kight and Joint Labor 
by Day, in a Letter to JoHN BACON, Esquire, President ef tlze 
Philadelphia Society for alleviating tlte Miseries efPublic Pri
sons. By FRANCIS LIEBER, Corresponding l\Iem her of the 
Society ; Profesrnr of History in the South Carolina Col
lege. Philadelphia : 1838. Published by order of the 
Society. 8vo. pp. 96. 

THERE are few subjects which embrace a larger share of. 
human interests than Prison Discipline. On the one hand, it 
is of the utmost importance to the public peace, order, and 
security, that offences should be properly, certainly, and duly 
punished; and it is very desirable, on the other hand, that 
the offender should be arrested, reformed, and restored to 
society, with as little expense, exposure, and suflering, as 
may be consistent with the attainment of these ends. 

In this country there are two systems of discipline, differ
ing from each other chiefly in one point. The Auburn sys
tem (so called because it is most fully, and, as some think, 
most successfully, carried out at the penitentiary at Auburn, 
New York) separates the convicts by niglit, but suffers them 
to work together during the day, requiring however the most 
rigid non-intercourse. Hence it is also called the social and the 
silent system. The Pennsylvania system (so called because 
it was first adopted by that state) separates each convict 
from the presence of his fellows, and confines him to labor in 
an apartment by himself, where he also eats and sleeps; thus 
secluding him night and day from all intercourse with the 
world ; and suffering none to see or converse with him but 
the officers and inspectors of the prison, or such as have au
thority by law. Hence it is called the separate or solitary 
system. 

The question, which of these modes of discipline is best 
adapted to secure the legitimate ends of punishment, is not like
ly to be determined, until time has shown the result of the two 
plans upon a generation ofconvicts. It has been said, that ·we 
must wait patiently for an experience of ten years ; that is, 
not for ten years of discipline, for that has already elapsed
but for a class of prisoners who have tried the two systems 
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sufficiently to feel their full power and fair influence, and 
who have afterwards enjoyed, for an average of ten years, 
the ordinary privileges of citizenship, in such a form as to 
test the permanency of the effects. \Ve do. not _place ~uch 
reliance upon this test, inasmuch as the des1gnat1on of tlus or 
that individual as a specimen of prison reform, would of itself 
be hiahly prejudicial to his interests; and, moreover, the no
tions ~f reform entertained by different minds, are as various 
as the features of the human face. 

In the mean time, however, different states and countries 
are adopting one or the other of the prevailing systems, and 
are incurring great expense in buildings and arrangements of 
various kinds, which it will be difficult to persuade them to 
abandon or essentially modify, if the system they adopt 
should prove ineligible. The consequences of error must be 
endured for half a century, perhaps. It is of some conse
quence, therefore, that all we can adduce by way of argu
ment or evidence in favor of or against either system, should 
be well considered. 

One of the objections, (and, so far as popular feeling is 
concerned, the most formidable,) to the Pennsylvania sys
tem, is its EXPEKSIVE'.\'Ess ; at least, this has turned the 
scale with some who unhesitatingly admit the superiority of 
its discipline. Hence it is fairly presumed, that this would 
have been adopted in several instances in this country, if it 
could have been shown that the profits to the state would 
have equalled those which the Auburn discipline promises. 
Our present object is to inquire into the validity of this objec
tion. This we shall do in the spirit of truth and humanity, 
seeking nothing but the highest welfare of all parties con
cerned. 

_It_ is not relevant to the present object, to consider the 
ongm, nor to discuss at large the limitations of the riaht of 
punishment. This has been clone with much clearnes~ and 
ability, in a late letter of Professor Lieber, to the "Philadel
phia Society for the Alleviation of the Miseries of Public 
Prisons," ,vhich we have placed at the head of this article. 
~Ve beg our readers, therefore, to understand, that we take 
it for a given point, that the objects more or less directly se
~red as the effects of punishment, are not to be confounded 
with the ground of the right of society to punish. The ria-ht 
to punish, is founded in its justice, on which also rests the 
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righ! to make the law; if the law is just, justice requires the 
punishment of the transg~ssor, and the reason for punishing 
is, that he oug!tt to be punislied, whether all the objects which, 
as !O the rest, ma.y be properly or naturally desired, and 
which should be aimed at, are or are not secured. Our 
object is rather to point out what ,.ve conceive to be a wrong, 
necessarily incident to the Auburn system, and which the 
opposite system, in its very nature, avoids. 

T~e right of self-protection, we will suppose to be inherent 
and malienable to society, as it is to the individual, and that 
whatever kind and degree of restraint may be necessary to 
enforce this right, is not only just and proper, but essential to 
the social state. How far we are authorised to aggravate 
this restraint, by imposing upon the offender irksome and 
painful exercises -as working in the tread-mill, or in mines, 
or gallies, or to humble and degrade him by cropping, brand
ing, flogging, putting in the pillory, etc., with a view to deter 
others from the commission of the like offence-is not so 
easily determined. 

It will ans,ver our present purpose, to establish the princi
ple, that it is not justifiable, under ordinary circumstances, to 
extend the right of punishment beyond what is necessary for 
the accomplishment of the three following purposes : 

1. By discipline to reform the oflender; 
2. By restraint and seclusion, to protect society against 

his violence and criminal intent ; and 
3. By the mode of restraint, to deter others from the like 

offence. 
By stating them in this order, we do not mean to indicate 

our opinion of the relative importance of these several pur
poses; or rather, we do not wish to give any ground for the 
inference, that we would have government regard the two 
latter as subordinate to the first. On the contrary, govern
ment must, at all events, aim adequately to secure the two 
latter, (whether the convict can be reformed or not,) and yet 
ought, in reason and humanity, to seek the reformation of the 
convict, as far as it can be done compatibly with the other 
objects of punishment. \Ve have, however, thought it best 
to state them in the order above given, as most readily pre
senting the practical question with which we are chiefly con
cerned. 

In this view, then, the first question with government will 
be, what discipline, compatible with the effectual protection 
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of society, will be most likely to reform the offender_? ~nd 
here we have an incontrovertible principle to start with, viz., 
that any system which has a tendency to extinguish or abate 
any remaining self-respect of the convict, to strengt~en o: pr~
voke his corrupt propensities, or to destroy or nnpmr his 
ability to support himself, is defective, inasmuch as each, and 
all these consequences, so far as they extend, render the 
moral correction of the prisoner improbable, if not impossible. 
Such a system is plainly wrong, unless it be impossible to 
rem~dy the defect, consistently '\Vith the safety of socie~y. 
If, therefore, the infliction of stripes, or of severe bodily pams 
and privations, exposure to the gaze of other convicts or of 
curious visiters, subjection to the arbitrary, and often times 
capricious and tyrannical, power of official underlings, with
out opportunity for redress or complaint-if these circum
stances, or any of them, tend to destroy what little may be 
left in the prisoner of proper feeling, they show a fat.:'11 defect 
in the system, so far as it contemplates reformation. Of 
course, the state has no right to adopt such a system merely 
because it is less expensive, nor to reject another system, not 
liable to this objection, merely because it is more expensive. 
Nor is it enough to say, that this self-respect is generally 
extinguished before the discipline is applied. If but ten in a 
hundred, have a spark of it left, the system that will extin
guish it in those ten, may fairly be presumed to be neither 
just nor wise. It is likely to be one that cannot be adminis
tered righteously nor successfully, whether we regard the 
interests of society or those of the prisoner. 

Again, the intermingling of convicts with each other, tends 
!o r_e~uce all to the lowest degree of corruption to which any 
mdividuals may have sunk. We admit that the facilities 
for mutua:1- corruption are much abridged by the mainten
ance of silence by clay and separation at night; but still, a 
thou~and opportunities of communication daily occur, which 
the mgenmty of men, chafed and irritated, as convicts are 
will not fail to improve, and with which the vigilance and 
shrewdness of over~eers seldom keep pace. Moreover, the 
pr~sence of a multitude, under common condemnation, in
spires t~e convict :Vith ~omething like self-complacency
s:eels his heart agamst kmd influences from within and with
O'.lt, and seems to fortify his position as the enemy of virtue 
and goou order. He feels that he is not worse than the hun
dreds of men who are in durance with him, nor so bad as 
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thousands without the walls ; and the very association of his 
person, ,and labors, and thoughts, with such a mass of cor
ruption as is collected there, must of itself corrupt and de
grade the prisoner, though the premises may be kept as 
silent as the grave. 

Now, though a system of discipline which admits the pris
oners to associate for labor, for instruction, or for worship, 
may have its advantages in saving the expense of separate 
rooms and separate instruction for each prisoner, or in secur
ing a greater amount of labor, and therefore, more profit to 
the state ; yet, if its tendency is, in the remotest degree, un
necessarily to strengthen or confirm the corrupt principles and 
habits of the convict, and to countenance him in his evil pur
poses, it so far fails to accomplish one of the chief ends for 
which the right to punish is exercised ; and in a certain 
sense, the right itself ceases; certainly the limits of just pun
ishment are transgressed. 

Lastly, it will be conceded on all hands; that nothing so 
much discourages the effort to reform one's life as the con
viction that our character and standing are gone ; that we 
are regarded as outcasts from society, and that every profes
sion of penitence, and every struggle to throw off a load of 
ignominy, will be met with the distrust, if not the frown or 
contempt of others. If the discharged convict can find a 
spot on which to begin the world anew, where he can put in 
force his resolutions of amendment, and enter upon a course 
of honest industry, with no other disadvantages than any 
stranger must encounter, he has a strong motive to make the 
attempt. But, if on the contrary, his name, his countenance, 
and his whole history are all identified with the records of 
crime and infamy; if he is liable, at every turn and stopping 
place, to meet an associate in transgression or punishment, 
or some one who has seen and marked him in the group of 
convicts~if he is to be jeered, and taunted, and despised as 
a jail-bird or a scape-gallows-or what is most probable, if 
be is to be open to the enticement of some prison acquaint
ance that would lead him to the haunts of intemperance and 
licentiousness, and thence to a new career of crime*-if 

• Mark Winslow, [brother of the notorious Mrs. Chapman,] fixed his eye on 
a fine looking young 1:1an in prison wi~h him .at Cha_rlestown, (Mass.) After 
their release, they met m. the street; W1_nslow 1mmed1atelr mad~ ~r~angements 
with him to take a quantity of counterfeit money and sell 1t- d1v1dmg the pro
fits. Winslow supposed that the young man would be a safe accomplice, 
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these are the circumstances in which he finds himself placed 
by his discharge, it is obvious that. his 1:bilit:y to gain an 
honest livelihood, if not destroyed, IS so unpaired as to be 
scarcely worth the name .. And whatever 1:1a:y b~ the advan
tages of a given system m other respects, If It virtt:ally d~
prives the convict of the opportunity to support .himself, .it 
defeats one of the great ends which should be aimed at m 
exercising the right of punishment, and inflicts a wr.ong. upon 
the prisoner which can never he redressed, but w!nch m.the 
event, is generally visited upon the community with ternble 
vengeance. , . . . . 

\Ve have thus attempted to show what kmd of d1sciplme 
the state may employ for the reform of the :prisoner. It shall 
not destroy his self-respect, nor expose him to corrupt ~nd 
degrading associations, nor impair his ability to support him
self and carry out his purposes of amendment. 

· The enforcement of this discipline would of itself re
quire the restraint of the convict' s person ; but besides, and 
beyond this necessity, we have admitted that the state has a 
right, as a part ef his punishment, to separate the offender from 
the society whose rights and laws he has violated, and thus 
to protect itself from farther outrages. \Vhether there is a 
right, when he is thus confined, to inflict blows upon him ; to 
load him with chains and fetters ; to reduce his natural force, 
and peradventure, undermine his constitution ; to task to the 
uttermost, his physical strength, or to deprive him of occu
pation both of mind and body, and shut him out from the 
light and air, is a question with which we have now no con
cern. \Ve have the unhappy man in confinement for the 
protecti?n efsociety, and to accomplish t~is purpose, our first 
and chief endeavor should be to keep him safely, cutting off 
all hope of escape or pardon; and to apply to him such a 
course o~ dis<:ipli_ne as ~vill be most likely to reform him, and 
to est~bhsh him.m .habits of_ temperance, sobriety, industry, 
and virtuous prmc1ple, and at the same time secure to him 

because his infamy destroyed his competency as a witness. \Vinslow was ar
re~ted; the young man became a. witness for the !;'overnment, his incompetency 
be!ng removed by a pardon. '\Vrnslow was convicted and committed suicide in 
prison. This is an ill~stration of on~ of the evils of social, though silent, impris
bm~ent. Suppose a d1schnrged convict ~o be just establishing himself in good 

usmess, and under very favorable auspices; what had the state better give in 
dullnrs an1 cents, thai:i to have his past history published in the neighliorh~od 
where he hves, and abide the consequences of such a disclosure 'l 
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as favorable an opportunity as he can e~joy, for the continu
ance of these habits at the expiration of his sentence. 

In determining the mode ifrestraint, reference may properly 
be had to its deterring influence on the minds of others. If 
to be associated with the multitude in daily labor-if to mark 
from day to day the accession of new faces to the prison 
ranks, and the throng of visiters, male and female-if to 
mingle silent hut expressive sympathies, such as even the 
most hardened sometimes feel in each others' presence-if 
these, and the like circumstances in the mode of restraint, 
are likely to lessen or counteract the deterring influence upon 
others, they prove a radical defect. If, on the other hand, to 
be perfectly secluded from the ,vorld, ancl from all the in
mates of the prison-to be hopelessly separated from one's 
family, and from all communication with and knowledge of 
them for the whole term of imprisonment-to be shut out 
from the scenes of active life, in ,vhich one has been accus
tomed to mingle-to have the same silent and dull routine 
of duty, day after day, month after month, and year after 
year; if these, and similar privations are likely to deter 
others from exposing themselves to the like restraints, so far 
this mode has the decided advantage of the other; and 
hence, whether more or less profitable to the state, it should 
nevertheless be adopted in preference to the other, simply 
because it better secures one of the ends for which the right 
of punishment is given, namely, that the mode ef iJJfiiction 
may deter others from falling into the like condemnation. 

So also as to the kind ef employment. \Vhen the govern
ment, in the exercise of its conceded right, has three or four 
hundred men assembled as convicts, how far may it avail 
itself of their ingenuity and physical strength, to remunerate 
the expenses incurred in their prosecution, or to defray the 
expenses of erecting and maintaining prisons and courts of 
justice, or for an increase of the general revenue of the com
monwealth? 

It seems to us that it can do so only so far as tlteir employ
ment will most certainly conduce to one or more ef the great ends for 
wltich the right to punish at all, is conferred, namely, the reform 
of the prisoner, the protection of society against him, and the 
effect of the punishment on others. 

The state is the stronger party, and the right of personal 
liberty is, with one exception, the most sacred and inviola
ble which the citizen enjoys. It should never be abridged 

2 
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for a moment but from stern necessity.• The government 
should be above the suspicion of any _.:;elfish or sinis~er end 
in the punishment of crime. History tells us of a penod and 
a government under "·hich " the crimes of the subject were 
the inheritance of the monarch, so that the .1udge was rather 
a collector for the crown or an agent for the treasury, than a 
protector of right and a minister of la'".·" T~1e fruits ~f such 
a system may be readily imagined. It 1s obv10us that it never 
should be for the pecuniary interest cf the state that a man should 
be coni:icted cf a crime, or that his punishment should be prolon{fcd 
in duration or increased in severity. A moment's refiect10n 
will bring any fair mind to this conviction. The case !,>re
sented, is that of a convict deprived of. his libertr, _(which, 
as we have said, is the last step but one m the pumt1ve pro
cess,) and then subjected to whatever discipline is least ex
pensive and most profitable to the state, without a due and 
proportionable regard to all the ends of punishment; we say 

. it involves an unjust and tyrannical exercise of power. 
That this view of the right of a state to remunerate, and 

even to enrich itself, from the labor of convicts without refer
ence to their reformation, is entertained, is perhaps the rea
son of the fact, that wherever the Pennsylvania system has 
been rejected and the Auburn adopted, the strong popular 
argument against the former and for the latter, bas been the 
relative expense. Thu3 the commissioners from the state of 
1\Iaine, before erecting their present penitentiary, reported in 
favor of the. Auburn discipline, observing in substance, that 
whatev~r might be the superiority of the other, the expensive
ness of 1t would present an insurmountable objection to its 
adoption in that state. 

That it is regarded as lawful and proper for the govern

• E_very,punishmen~ wl;Jch does not 11:rise from absolute necessity," says Mon
tesquieu, 1s tyranmcal, and Beccaria observes still more comprehensively 
"that every act of authority of one man over another for which there is not a~ 
absolute necessity,_ is. tyrannical." "ln~eed, the sov;reign's right to punish is 
fou~d~d on this pi:m~1ple. _It was necess!tY _th.at forced men to give up a part of 
the1r_liberty, and 1t is certain that every. rnd1vidual would choose to put into the 
"flUb\1c stock as much only as was sufficient to eno-age others to defend it. The 
aggregate of these, the sn:al)est portions possible,b forms the right of punishing; 
all th~.t exten?s bcy~nd this 1~ abuse and not justice." "Punishment is the coun
tera?t10n winch society provid~s to prevent Its members from violatino- its re~;:~~t~. The ~ecess1tr of this counterbalance creates the right to p;nish; a 
ment sity by whic_h punish_mei:it ought to be measured and regulated. Ifpunish
what ~hersteps this necessity it becomes tyranny."-We give these citations for 
able poi~ ::olv°:dt;~h~~: purpose, without intending to sanction every debate
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ment to avail itself of the right of punishment, to accomplish 
something beyond the three objects just named, is more 
clearly evident from the fact that the results of a course of 
discipline in these respects, are seldom mentioned in the 
documents issued by public authority, while the balance of 
profits is presented, in bold relief, and the gains trumpeted 
forth as conclusive evidence in favor of the discipline. But 
the most reproachful evidence is, that the general averaCYe of 
the term of imprisonment, has been extended in some s~tes, 
for the avowed reason that the existing term is not long 
enough to enable the convict to become skilful in a trade, or 
at least so skilful as to make it profitable to keep him.• 

It will be said, in reply, that the acquirement ofa trade in 
prison, is one of the essentials of reform - ""\Vhat can a con
vict do upon his discharge, without a trade?" Bu.t we 
would ask, whether the learning of a trade is required only 
in cases where the convict is without one ? To learn two 
trades would seem to be unnecessary, if the prisoner's inter
est is alone consulted. · 

It is, moreover, an obvious dictate of reason and humanity, 
so far as can well be clone in a general system, to select a 
trade to which the convict is best. fitted by constitution and 
previous habits. The trade of a shoemaker, tailor, or wea
ver, may destroy the health and constitution of a man who 
might live to a good old age as a house-carpenter, black
smith, or stone-hammerer. It is claimed as one of the pro
minent advantages of the Auburn system, that it allows of a 
wider range of pursuits, and of many facilities, which the 
separation of each individual convict precludes. We say 
then, if he has learned a profitable and suitable trade, and 
pursued it for years with skill and success, the state cannot 
find it necessary for his reform, to teach him another and an 
entirely different trade, especially when it is morally certain 
that he never ,vill pursue it for a livelihood, so long as he 
has faculties to continue that with which he is already 
familiar. If, therefore, the trade to be learned is that to 
which the state can put him with the least inconvenience and 
expense, and the greatest profit to itself, it is clearly the 
state's, and not the convict's, interests which are consulted. 

•" The profitable labor of the prisoners, is, in fact, the popular feature in the 
management of ~he An:icrican P.enitentiaries, an.d I am inclined to think, that ~he 
great desire w h1ch .exists .to rid the commumty of the ~urtken t,f supP_orti:ig 
criminals, has occasioned, m most. of the states, the establishment of pemtent1a
ries."-Crawford's Report to Parliament, 1834; p. 24. 
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Again ; can the convict _acquire iri rrison such a ~mowledge 
of this or that trade, as will enable 1nm to purs_uc 1t advanta
geously upon his discharge ? This is a very important and 
pertinent inquiry. If, for example, ho learns !o make coar~e 
boots or shoes, or coarse clothes, or brass nails, or sad<ll~r s 
ware and finds upon his disclrnro-e, that the scale on wluch 

' ' b b.these articles are manufactured in large establishments, nngs 
them into market at a price far below that at which _he can 
make them and live by his business, it is comparatively of 
little advantage to him to have learned it. Or if, for_ any 
cause, his knowledge is so imperfect or partial, that he is not 
able to compete with others in securing ,vork as soon and as 
fast as he needs it, it will not avail him as a means of support, 
or as a barrier against temptation. 

And, if he learns a good trade in prison, it is pertinent to 
inquire, whether the system of discipline is such, in other r~
spects, as will permit him to set up his trade, upon the expi
ration ofhis sentence, with as good prospects as can reasona
bly be expected under the operation of those principles 
which render some of the consequences of vice irretrievable, 
even by penitence and reform ? It ,vould not be humane to 
destroy his life for the sake of teaching him a trade, neither 
is it humane to blast every hope of retrieving a good name 
by his prison education. If, afrer his release, he is liable 
every day to be recognised as a discharged convict, and to 
be threatened with exposure unless he yields to the solicita
tions of his prison acquaintance ; or if he has been seen in 
his parti-colored dress, dogged about by some deputy's depu
ty, with bludgeon in hand, by thousands of visitors in the 
yard and in the shops, while his nativity and history are re
:peated for the hundredth time to the ear of idle curiosity ; or 
if he has been marked in the chapel or Sunday school in his 
d~mi:re a!tendance upon religious exercises : if this has been 
h~s situatio~, and these his exposures, for two or ten years, 
his t:ade_ will n:it pr_o?ably avail him much, whatever may 
be his slnll or disposition to pursue it. 

It cannot therefore be regarded, we apprehend, as truly 
?,nd h?nestly a par~ of the system of reform, that the convict 
1s reqmred_ to labor m some appointed trade, unless there is 
a substantial regard to the points just enumerated, viz. : 

1. That he has no trade. 
· ~- That its pursuit shall not impair his health and consti
tution. 
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3. That it shall be in accordance with his previous habits 
of labor. 

4. That he shall so thoroughly learn the trade, as to be 
able to gain a living by it when he is discharged. And, 

5. That the peculiar discipline is such, as shall secure to 
him, at the expiration of his sentence, the best advantages 
which the circumstances will allow for the prosecution of his 
business. 

vVithout entering, minutely, into the various occupations 
which have been introduced into our principal penitentia
ries,* we will take stone luzmmering to illustrate our position. 

A man of strong mind, great ingenuity, accomplished edu
cation, and superior acquirements in natural and philosophi
cal science, is convicted of making and passing counterfeit 
money, and sentenced to ten years' confinement in the Sing
Sing prison, which is conducted strictly on the Auburn plan. 
He was for some time head clerk in a great mercantile house 
in Pearl-street, but by adventuring in a lottery, he reduced 
himself to the society and practices oflmaves, and was final
1y visited by this severe but ,vell-deserved punishment. The 
gang of stone-hammerers having been reduced by some late 
discharges, and a heavy contract being in hand for the sup
ply of stone for the new capitol at Albany, it is judged best 
to put the New Yorker to this business ; and at the nod of 
the keeper, he is ordered to the stone-yard. Here he is to be 
held responsible for the steady stroke of the hammer, for up
wards of three thousand successive days, (with the intervention
only of Sunday,) and this without a word, a look, a whisper, or 
a sign, to betray his social nature, upon pain of an indefinite 
number of stripes upon the bare back! Surrounded by 
living, intelligent beings, like himself, he is to restrain every 
imp1~lse of his nature, and to maintain an unbroken silence. 
·Who, that is not more or less than man, would improve un
der such discipline ? Is it to be believed that this convict 
will be thus qualified for usefulness and respectability ? In 
assio-ninrr him this post, does the inquiry occur, to those who 

0 

hav~ the disposal of his tim~ and stren9th, what e:11ploymei_it 
will be most conducive to h1s health, h1s reformation, and his 
future welfare? Nay, more; would not such a suggestion, 
in some quarters, excite mirth, not to say contempt? In a 

* A celebrated French manufacturer ( familiar with the 'Y hole s1;1bject of machi
nery and manual labor) enumerates seventy-eight occupations smtable to be car
ried on in solitary cells. 
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single ·word, does not the whole discipline of that im ·.1tution, 

and aJl others on the same plan, proceed upol: t~e pre.sump

tion that reform is a remote and very unccrtam, if not impro

bable result; and are not slavish subordination, founded. in 

personal fear, together with severe labor, and large gams 

for the time being, the great points of concern? Is _not the 

state justified in making the most it can out of the prisoner's 

bones and sinews, while he is in its power; and 1s not the 

true test of the superiority of the discipline sought in the ba
lance of profit in the year's business? _ 


. Perhaps it will be said, that this is the only course t~e 
community can adopt, to remunerate the expense of his 
arrest, trial, and support under sentence. He must be put 
to a profitable trade. But it will be admitted, we presume, 
that in a majority of cases, a very small part of the labor 
performed by an able-bodied convict, for five or ten years, 
would defray all this, many times over, if the amount were 
fairly apportioned; unless it should be claimed that the whole 
expense of the administration of criminal law, should be 
saddled on those who are convicted, when perhaps the great
est villains, whose arrest and trial make up by far the largest 
part of the government's bill of cost, escape conviction by 
their superior shrewdness, or by the advantages of counsel, 
or the default and negligence of prosecuting officers. A man 
is charged with the offence of burglary, committed in the 
night time, and being convicted by his own confession, is 
sentenced to twenty years' imprisonment. Another man is 
guilty of fraudulent insolvency, attempts a defence, keeps a 
court and jury in session, and parties and witnesses in attend
ance, and officers ofevery grade in motion, for days or weeks 
together, and by dint of hard fighting, postpones the issue of 
the trial until the costs incurred would of themselves make a 
comfortable little fortune, and when at last convicted, is sen
tenced t? one, two, or three years' imprisonment. Shall we 
set the insolvent rogue at liberty when his time is out, and 
~eep the burglar .at work to pay the expenses of the prosecu
tion, or the unpa1d balance of it? 

Bc~ide~, in all offenc~s against person or property, remu
neration, if made at all, 1s due to the individuals sufforinrr by 
th? crime, and n?t to the commonwealth. If a poor wo~an 
with a large fa~1ly, has lost her husband in a sudden affray, 
and the sla:yer 1s doome~ to hard labor for twenty years, it 
seems but Just, that, while the purposes of the government 
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are answered by his imprisonment and its attendant disci
pline, the avails of his labor s~10uld enu\e, at le.ast in part, to 
her whose husband was sacnficed to Ins unbndled temper. 
,vhy should the state reap a profit of fifty or one hundred 
dollars a year, from the confinement of the prisoner, while 
the family whom he has bereaved of its head and helper, are 
suffering perhaps for the necessaries of life ?• 

\Ve will not extend this branch of the inquiry. The 
P?ints we wish to establish are perhaps sufficiently obvious, 
viz., (1,) that the object of the state in compellin(Y a convict to 
labor should be either in execution of his just sen fence, as part 
of the reformatory discipline of the prison, or in remuneration 
of expenses incurred on his account,t and (2,) that the Au
burn system involves a gross abuse of the right of punish
ment, inasmuch as it regards the acquisition of revenue as 
the prominent object, and adopts that construction of build
ings, that mode of discipline, and those employments which 
will conduce most to this result, however ill-adapted they 
may be to restore the convict to the path of integrity.t 

Our second purpose is to show, briefly, that one of the 
most admirable features of the separate, or Pennsylvania sys
tem, and that which constitutes its irdierent and nt:cessary supe
riority, to the silent, or Auburn system, is, that the very nature 
of its reformatory discipline, urges tlte convict to seek labor ·as a 
relief.§ 

It takes him into custody with the hope, and often 
with the strong expectation, that he will become a better 
man. He is stripped of every thing he brings with him; 
and with his clothes, and hair, and dirt, he puts off every 
outward connexion with the scenes of iniquity and degra
dation to which he has been accustomed. He is clothed 

• It is on this principle, that " the punishment of confiscation is regarded as 
unjust, because it falls on the family or heirs, and not on the offender."-Beccaria. 

t That a punishment may produce the effect required, it !s su_fficien~ th~t the 
evil it occasions should exceed the good expected from the crime, 1ncludmg rn the 
calculation, the certainty of the pun!s~ment and the privations of the expected 
advantages. All severity bey_ond tliis is superfluous, and tkerefore tyrannical.
Edinburgh Cyclop. Art. Pumshment. 

:t" It al ways seems to us,. that th~re must be something wrong i!1 the .~onstruc
tion or mirnngement of a prison, wli1ek does not m01·e than s1tpport itself. -North 
American Review, July, 1839; p. 28. 

§" Employment should be offered to the prisoner, and be regarded as an allevi
ation of the punishment, and not as superadded to aggravate it."-Crawford's 
Third Report on British Prisons, pp. 5, 6. 
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in a respectable suit of ~pparel, ~vhich is . changed as 
often as comfort and cleanlmess reqmre. He 1s then seclu
ded from the world and all association with it, and is left in 
silence, with an upbraiding conscience and the Omniscient 
God. No man, who is a stranger to the experiment, can 
form a just conception of the effect of this simple and whole
some process, upon the human mind-without a threat o: a 
frown, ,vi thout a sharp ,vord, a blow, or the remotest a.llus10n 
to the cat-o'-nine-tails, it has subdued the most stubborn, 
softened the most ferocious, intimidated the boldest, and 
brought the most thoughtless to consideration, at least for the 
time.• 

It requires but a few days passed in this manner, to make 
labor a privilege even to the most indolent, and such labor 
is furnished as is best suited to the circumstances of the con
vict. If there is any disposition to idleness or rebellion, 
it is checked, not by the,lash or the bayonet, but by some 
suitable privation, strictly as a matter of discipline however, 
and in execution of the sentence, and not as connected with 
the profit or loss on the year's business. 

Now we freely admit, that to divide a house into conve
nient rooms, with doors, ,vindows, fire-places, and furniture 
suitable to each, costs more than to throw th0 whole house 
into one spacious hall, for the common use of the family; and 
it may be, that greater profits will flow from the labor of a 
n:-imber of hands, working together in shops, or in the open 
air, than from the same number of hands, pursuing such a 
business as each can do, in his room alone. t And if the pro
blem were, what species of prison discipline will produce the 
largest immediate income to the state, in dollars and cents, 
we c~rtainly should not offer the Pennsylvania system as a 
~ol_uuon. T?e advantage which its frien_<ls have ever claimed 
1~ it~ be?alf, 1s, not that it ensures better profits, but that its dis
c1plme _is adapted to the great ends of penal legislation-the 
protect10n of society in connexion with the reform efthe convict.f 

"'The effect to which we allude, is so admirably illustrated in Messrs. Craw
ford a_nd Russell's Third Report on British Prisons that we forbear to enlarge 
upon 1t. ' 

t Th~ French manufacturer, (M. Pradier of Paris) whose opinion we have 
"!>efore Cited,. observes, that "the work done by prisone~s in separate confinement 
IS far superio~ to that don~ by those who work together in silence." There are 
reasons for this result, which are too obvious to require specification. 

:t" One p · · l b" · " 1disci r rmcipa .o ~ect1?~ _,ormer yurged against this (separate) system of 
I> me, was, the 1mpossili1hty of the convict supporting himself by labor dur
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It accomplishes this result more certainly and with less 
hazar?· It accomplish:s ~t ,vithout dcst_royin_g, but rather by 
fostering, any latent pnnc1ple ofgood, either 111 moral consti
tution, education, or habits, which a career of criminal indul
g~nc~ ha~ buried, but not. extinguished. The unhappy con
vict, 111 lus separate and silent apartment, docs not lift up his 
head in an assumed pride and incorrigibility, designed to 
draw towards him the sympathy or admiration of his fellow 
prisoners.* On the other system, he is degraded, not hum
bled-crushed, not moulded-by the hand ofarbitrary pow
er. He feels too, perhaps, that the sweat of his face goes to 
fatten better-dressed rogues, who have sinned on a larger scale, 
and who have had cunning enough to conceal their villainy, or 
evade its just consequences. Hence the hour of his release 
from a degradation so abhorred, is eagerly anticipated as the 
hour of sweet revenge. The state gains its profits, but the 
convict is a rogue still. 

· Should the views we have taken of this subject prove to 
be erroneous, and the right of the government to secure 
whatever revenue can possibly be derived from the labor of 
convicts should be established ; there is still another inquiry 
which we wish to suggest for consideration. Ought not the 
profits which accrue from the labor of convicts to be appro
priated in some form to the improvement of the discipline of 
the prison where they are earned? 

So large is the annual gain in some prisons, on the Auburn 
plan, that it would require but a few years to accumulate a 
sufficient capital for the establishment of a penitentiary on 
the Pennsylvania principle, free ef expense to tlte state, and 

ing his confinement, and the injustice ?f. taxing t_he honest an~ industrious por
tion of the community, to support the v1c10us and idle. Hence 1t was contended, 
that solitary confinement by _night, with joint labor by day, l'.nder severe restric
tions to prevent all conversation, would have the same beneficial effects that could 
be expected from our syste~, and_ t_h~ labor be rei:idered much.mo:e profitable. 
Experience has shown the 1mposs1b1hty ?~ preventmg commumcat10n either by 
looks, signs, or words, on the pl~n of JOIIlt labor, ai:id also_ demonstrated the 
practicability of persons supportmg t_hemselv~s durmg solitary ~onfi_nement. 
The profits derived from the labor ofp~1soners, rn the "\Veste_rn Pemtent1ary1 for 
the last year, will more than defray their whole expense for v1c(ual~ and clot~mg. 
But even were it otherwise, humanity to the ymsoner, and JUStlce to society, 
would admonish us to p_ursue the re~~dy most ~:kely to work a moral reform.a
tion, even if attended with ,great add1t10~al Cf?St. -Report of the Select C~mm1t
tee appointed to visit the W este~n Pcmte~tiary, etc.; Mr. Pearson, Chairman. 
Read in the Senate of Pennsylvama, Jan. 2Z, 1838. 

*" The mere ao-o-regation of individuals, is well known to inspire sentiments 
of confidence antl"i~ardihood."-Crawford's Report before cited. 

3 
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thus as we have seen, obviate one of the most popular ob
jecti~ns that has ?ver been u~ged to th~ latter. "\Ve ar: told 
that the Connecticut state pnson, at"\\ ethersfielcl, has m ten 
years, paid all its expenses of management, subsi~te?ce, etc.; 
has refunded to the state the whole cost of bmld111gs and 
grounds; had a balance of $10,764 67 cts. in its favor, March 
1, 1838, and is expected hereafter to yield a handsome reve
nue.• 

It has long seemed to us, that there are t,vo grave defects 
common to all forms of prison discipline of ,vhich we have 
any knowledge. 

First: that no sufficient provision is made to encourage and 
stimulate a convict at different stages of a course of reform. 
The last month of ten years' confinement is passed under the 
same restrictions and severities of discipline as the first. 
However difficult and impracticable it may be on the Auburn 
system, to mal..e such distinctions as the various characters 
and circumstances of prisoners require, it is surely practica
ble in buildings constructed on the Pennsylvania plan ; and 
we would do it without any violation of our grand principle 
of separation and non-intercourse. And wherever large 
surplus funds are secured from prison labor, what more ap
propriate use could be made of them than to erect and furnish 
suitable accommodations for carrying out this classification ?t 
A few large and better ventilated rooms opening upon the 
surrounding country, and yet properly secured and secluded 
-more and better instruction-more comfort and respecta
bility in clothing and lodging, and extra indulgences in books 
and newspapers, and perhaps an opportunity, during the last 
few weeks of his duress, to write to his family or friends, and 
thus gradually renew his intercourse with the world; thouah 
not _specified as ~he most judicious forms, may serve as ilh~s
trat1ve of the kind of alleviation which we have in mind. 
We would certainly ask only for such a degree and mode of 

* North American Review, July, 1839; p. 28. 
t Dumo_nt _contemrlated a separate prison for persons who were expected to 

enter agam rnto soe;1ety, wh~re an entirely different course of treatment would be 
tursued from that m the prison of detension or of perpetual confinement· and 

entham's celebrated "Panopticon" provided ao-ainst the first dano-ers of dis
eh_ayge, by transferring the prisoner, towards th: close of his term, t~ a place of 
m~1gated confinement, where he should be rather under inspection than in cus
to Y, and whence he should be gradually allowed wholly to withdraw. 
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restoration to the respect and confi<lence of the officers and 
vi?iters of the institution, as sl_rnll strictly correspond "·ith the 
evident advancement of the prisoner's reformation. 

The faithful prophet, Jeremiah, was, ,.,·ith the connivance 
of the king, thrown into a deep, miry dun<reon, in the court 
of the prison. ~Vhen it was found t~at he;:,was likely to die 
of hunger, the kmg or<lered one of bis officers to take with 
h_im ~hirty men, ~nd ~elease the prophet from his perilous 
s1tu~t10n. The l11stonan tells us, that they humanely provi
ded themselves with cords, and also with "old cast clouts 
and rotten rags," which they let down by the cords to the 
prisoner, directing him to place them under his armpits, that 
the cords might not lacerate his flesh when he was drawn up. 
It is some such mercy as this that we supplicate in behalf. 
not of prophets, but of prisoners. "\Ve would not have the~ 

jerked out of confinement, and thrown upon society without 
preparation, but would have them lifted up by some gentle 
and gradual process, that shall fit them, as far as may be, to 
resume the duties and relations of men and citizens. 

Second: the other defect which we had in view, is of a 
kindred character. Kothing is more inconsistent and unrea
sonable, than to send a discharged conyict into the commu
nity, without funds, character, or means ofsupport, (the state 
having pocketed his earnings,) and requiring him to maintain 
l1is integrity. "\Vho would expect a patient from an ophthal
mic hospital, to enter unbanned upon the business of engra
ving or proof-reading ? or who would ,vrestle or dance ·with 
an ankle joint just reco-vering from the effects of dislocation? 
No less preposterous is it to suppose that a man whose vi
-cious habits have been interrupted by a season of penitentiary 
.discipline, and whose purposes ofamendment are feeble, and 
perhaps but half formed, can return to the world, and \\ith
stand at once the preseure of poverty, the consciousness of 

.degradation, the returning tide of old habits and sympathies, 
and the assaults of the devil in the form of a legion of tempt
ations from within and without. This, of all others, is the 
moment of his extreme weakness, ,vhen, if ever, he needs 
most to be sustained and encouraged, and yet we throw him 
into circumstances from which few, even of the strongest, 

,could extricate themselves, without being cast down and 
,wounded, if not destroyed. 

The suggestion we would make is, that whenever the year
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ly income of.the prison exceeds the actual expenses of suprort
in(Y the convict, the surplus should be put to the credit of 
ea~h laborer, in propmtion to his diligence, skill, and good 
conduct. The fund thus accumulated would be applied, un
der proper restrictions, to the establishment of the prisoner 
in business at his discharge, or to the support and comfort 
of his family, as may seem most conducive to the. ends of 
justice and humanity. Some provision like this is indispen
sable, and might be easily and wisely made, to meet this 
common and painful exigency of the discharged convict. 

We have extended these observations much beyond our 
"original design. Our object was simply to show that the go

vernment, though authorized (it may be) to make the prison
er's labor compensate the treasury for the expense incurred 
in his prosecution and punishment, has no right to make it 
the source of revenue-certainly not if it interfere with the 
great and chief ends of punishment. The whole tendency 
of the ~rinciple we have opposed is dangerous, m1just, and 
oppressive to the last degree. If the popularity of the Au
~urn system has grown out of its profitableness, and if this 
1s the res:11t of an unauthorized use of power, it shows a radi
cal and inherent defect of principle, for which nothing can 
compensate. 

... 
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GOVERNOR OF SOUTH CAROLINA. 

MILD LAWS, FIRM JUDGES, CALM PUNISHMENTS. 

Sir-Your Excellency has done me the honor of calling upon me to com
municate to you the information I may possess on the subject of penal 
reform, and penitentiary systems; as also, my views of their tendency to
ward the diminution of crime: a call, which your Excellency made with 
reference to the appointment of a committee, by one branch of our Legisla
ture, for enquiry into the policy of the different modes which have been 
adopted in modern times, either to repress crime more effectually, or to aid, 
if possible, in the moral or political reformation of the convict. If I can 
lend any aid, however limited its effect may be, in throwing light upon this 
subject,.,of vital importance to all human society, I shall do so most cheer. 
fully. You are perhaps aware, Sir, that the Prison Society, at Philadelphia, 
lately published an Essay of mine, occupied in part, with a discussion of the 
subject respecting which you require my communication; I take, therefore, 
the liberty of sending you a copy, and shall endeavour to avoid repetition 
in the present letter, as far as a certain degree of completeness and proper 
connexion in the argument will admit of it. 

Among the inheritances which the people of this vast country have 
:received from England, the English law stands pre-eminent: a fabric, rear. 
ed through .centuries by the patient masonry of history: a great system, 
which despite of its deficiencies and faults, contains, deposited and embo. 
died, some of the choicest of those master-principles, by which nations 
work out their political civilisation, and which, like living seeds, arc car. 
ried to distant regions and other tribes, where they grow and branch out 
for themselves. But neither the English Law, nor that of any nation, so 
long as that nation lives, is stationary and concluded. The law is a living 
thing; the daily and hourly application of principles to ever-changing 
circumstances, conditions, views and opinions. One branch of the British 
law, which required great reform to suit it to the better knowledge and 
greater experience of mankind, was the penal law, of which the least 
praiseworthy part, or, to speak more plainly, the most objectionable, was 

. the spirit, which had dictated the punishments for the various offences. 
Death, the "ultimum supplicium," the last and extreme forfeiture, which 
can be demanded of man; was gradually made to constitute the main and 
primary substance of the whole system of British punishment, so mu1::h so, 
, that all the other punishments were called "secondary," as though the first 
punishment which naturally suggested itself ta the penal legislator for any 

.offence, was death, for which a minor .evil would be substituted only upon 
very weighty additional considerations. Blackstone, (1v, 18,) says: "It is 
a melancholy truth, that among the variety of actions which men are daily 
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liable to commit, no less than an hundred and sixty have been dec;ared by 
act of parliament, to be felonies without benefit of ~!er~; or, m ?t~e:r 
words, to .be worthy of instant death. So,, d:readf ul a hs_t, mstea~ of d1mm
ishin,,. irn:reases the number of offenders, Tlus severity remamed almost 
unch~~crcd as late as the year 1819.* It was a bloody code, and because 
bloody, 

0 

at once injudicious and bar~arous. It_ it is "":ell known that by 
the exertions of such men as Romilly and his associate reformers, the 
number of crimes punishable with death has been gradually much 'dimin
ished, especially under the home secretaryships of sir Robert Peel and 
lord John Russel. The various States, constituting our Union, had, in 
this particular, as in other reforms of the penal code, such for instance, as 
allowing counsel to the criminally indicted, and the making of penal prose
cutions altogether state prosecutions,t preceded the mother country.+ Yet 
since England hns reformed her penal code, she is again in advance of some 
of our states, and among these is our own, the State ot· South Carolina.. The 
former British penal code, which by this time ought to be known only as a 
striking example, earnestly admonishing of the cxteme danger of ever de
parting in legislation from a sound principle, still continues to be, in a great 
measure, in force with us. Every principle in legislation, truth or error, if 
once adopted, leads consistently on from success and blessing to greate:r 
blessing, or from injury and ruin to greater ruin. As we sow, so must we 
reap. 
· As the laws stand o'n our statute book, or as they are embodied in the pe
nal code generally, they are excessively severe or incongruous; the conse
quence of which is, as in all such cases it must be, according to the nature 
of things, that the administration of them is in many cases lax and irregular, 
and in others unexpectedly severe. He who steals from my pocket a hand. 
kerchief above the value of twelve pence shall, according to the Jetter of our 
law as it stands on the book{atone with the forfeiture of his life. But the 
thief who steals from a jeweller's shop a most costly article~ 1s punished with 
whipping and imprisonment only, while at the same time a petty theft from a 
booth or tent in a market or fuir by breaking in, is punishable with death. 
The utterer of counterfeit money, however small the sum may be, is punisha
~le with death. Robbing a bank at night time by breaking into the building 
1s not a capital offence, but the second conviction of horse-stealing is. It is 
clear in ~his case that the very principle of the latter law, namely, to protect 
by seventy, property, necessarily often exposed, and which was enacted bes 

fore banks existed, is inconsistently abandoned in the case of breaking into 

a bank, because the law was already made when a new state of thinha 


· happened to spring into existence.· If we read the list of offences punish. 

able, according to the law as it stands, with death, and the larger number 


•Substance of the Speech of Thomas Fowell Buton, in the House of Commons, March 
2, 1819, London, 1819. Under the Plantagenets, 4 crimes were punishable with death; un~ 
dcr the ';I'udors, 24; under the Stuarts, 96; under the Brunswick race, witil 1819 156 crimes 

tAn ~terest\ng compari~on o~ English and ~merican punishments is to b; found in T.
Sydn~y faylor e Comparative V,ew of the Purushments annexed to Crime in the U. S. of 
Amenca and in England. London, 1831. 

· tMany- works on ~e effect as well as the history of capital punishment in England, 
:ere written at the time when the abolition of those many disproportionate punishments 

rev: near. ! would refer among others to the History and results of the present Capital 
_Punishment m England; to which are added full tables of convictio1111, executions &e. by 
Jlumphrey W, W:oolrych,of th.e Inner Temple, London, 183'2. ' 



37 

,of which I may be permitted to subjoin in a note,* are we not justified 
rn still applying to this sad record the words of Blackstone, as they 
were quoted above 1 Is it not true of this melancholy list, what Can
ning, no hasty innovator, or advocate of fanciful theories, said of the 
English penal laws, in the Commons, in 1810: "It is in vain to sup
.pose that they (the people) will enforce your laws which are repugnant 
to the best feelings of our nature." Are we not forcibly, and ought we 
not with shame, to he reminded of the words of a Roman statesman, 
uttered two thousand years ago, so very simple, that they appear trite, 
yet in despite of this triteness, not acted out iu practice, "Cavendum 
est, ne major ,pama quam culpa;" and is it not true respecting the 
administration of many of these rep1,1gnant laws, their actual application 
to real cases, and for them alone they are made, what· Lord Holland said 
in 1813, when Sir Samud Romilly's bill for abolishing the punishment of 
death, for shoplifting to the amount of five shillings, was debated in the 
Lords: "The. old law, as one abhorrent from our feelings, and not found to 
be justified by any necessity, has been virtually abrogated. What neces
sity then for this bill? Because such virtual abrogation is procured by 
pc1:jury-by equivocation-by forced construction-by every unmanly sub. 
terfuge."~ Lord Holland, however, ought to have added, that although 
such abhorrent law may be virtually abrogated, it remains a dangerous 
law, so long as it is on the statute book; for the natural course of thi:;i 
virtual abrogation is, that in many cases, the impuniW produced by the 
disproportionate severity of the law, increases the crime, until the injured 
become exasperated and call for an example. If popular passion, and per
haps fury, has thus once risen, the first case that occurs, is seized upon, 
all accompanying, and perhaps mitigating circumstances, are disregarded, 
and the sacrifice must fall, thus making the very application of the law an 
injustice, considering that it has not been applied to many previous and 
often worse offenders. It is then that such tragical cases happen as the 
one related in a speech in Parliament by Sir W. Meredith,:!: of a young 
woman under nineteen years of age, whose husband had been pressed, 
.She. had two very young children, and, without protector, sank into utmost 
poverty. The children cried for food, she went out a begging, but obtain

• " Stealing privatcly from the person above the value of twelve pence"-" Stealing in a 
church or chapel over the value of twelve pence"-" Stealing in a booth or tent in a market 
or fair, by violence or breaking the ~ame, the owner or some of his family being therein"
.. Robbing a dwelling house in the day time by breaking, any person being- therein"-"Rob
bing in a dwelling house without breaking the same, any person being therein and put 
in fear"-" Being accessory before the fact to any robbing in a dwelling house where any 
one is put in fear"-" Breaking any dwelling house, warehouse, shop or other building at. 
tached to the dwelling house, in the day time, and stealing therefrom above the value of 
twelve shillings"-" Being accessory to any such breaking and stealing before the fact"
~· Stealing a slave"-" Aiding a slave in running away"-" Hiring or counselling any per • 

. son to steal or inveigle a slave"-" Second conviction of horse-stealing"-" Second con
viction of any grand larceny"-" Forgery"-" Counterfeiting current coin"-" Making or 
keeping in possession any die, stamp or mould for counterfeiting"-" Uttering or attempting 
to pass any counterfeit coin, money, &c. knowing the same to be counterfeit, as genuine"
... Arson"-" Burglary"-" Robbery"-" Murder"-" Rape"-" Satisfying sexual appetite 
between two males"-"Second conviction of manslaughter"-"Killing a slave with malice" 
," Second conviction of bigamy"-" Carnal knowledge of a child under ten years of age" 
-" Being accessory before the fact to all the above offences"-" lying in wait and slit. 
ting the nose, &c. 
· · 9Ifouse of Lords, April 2, 1813. 

Un the year 1777, 
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ed nothing, Wltil at Iast she took some coarse linen off the ?ounter ; the 
shopman saw her, and she_ laid it down ~t once. All these circumstances 
were most creditably testified to, "but it seems there had been a good 
deal of shoplifting about Ludgate: an example was th::mgh~ necessary ; 
and this woman was hanged for the comfort and sat1sfact10n of some 
shopkeepers in Ludgate-street." One child was suckin~ at her. breast 
when she set out for Tyburn, (the gallows.) Heart-breaking as this s~ry 
is, it is but a prototype of numerous cases, in principle t~e same? which 
cannot otherwise but happen occasionally, where the pun1~men~ 1s over
severe ; for cruelty produces impunity, impunity increases cnm~, mcreased 
crime engenders passion and clamor ; passion demands a s:icnfice. . Yet, 
this is by no means the only way in which cruel and d1sproport1onate 
laws work impunity. Even of those convicts whose verdict has been ac
cording to the law, despite of its severity, the greater number escape, 
because those who must give their final and executive sanction to a ver
dict, or who have the privilege of staying its execution, shrink, in their 
turn, from allowing the law to take its course: pardons are granted. In 
1831 it '".as stated, that of 8,781 persons sentenced to death in England~ 
for the then last seven years, the number of the executed was 407. The 
pardoning once begun, it extends to other punishments, and that unhal
lowed, indiscriminate defeat of the intention of the laws, made at great 
expense, which undermines all obedience and respect of the laws, becomes 
a general custom, and most demoralizing political agent : " right and law 
become loosened and shaken."* The penal laws of South Carolina seem 
to be a surprising anomaly. A people who have the right and easy means 
to change their laws, allow a set of penal laws to continue as statutes, which 
they, nevertheless, do not mean to enforce. ' ·what then is the reason ? 
Are we more blood.thirsty than others 1 Are we less willing to do what 
is right 1 Are our offenders, even the merest pilferers, so inveterate viI
lians that they must be cut off at once? I believe that the candid an
swer is, that the general reason for all this inconsistency is neglect. Place 
our penal laws together before the public, let them see what can be done, and 
what has been done, and I believe that the erasure of those laws; which alto
gether belong to another age, and a different society, would be called for by 
the universal voice of the people. , 
. It is not, however, in England and the United States alone, that reforms 
m the penal code have taken place; indeed; the penal reforms, which have 
b~en effected in several states of the European continent, have been infi •. 
mtely vaster, and more systematic, than those of England and most oi 
our own states. A variety of causes, of which I will mention those which 
appea~ to me the most prominent, has produced the remarkable result, that 
'ever smce the beginning of the last century, increasing attention has been paid 
to the penal law~ of various countries, until a universal spirit of thorough 
and comprehensive penal reform constitutes without contradiction, one of 
th_e very P?culiar characteristics of our age. All of the following coun. 
tnes haye either. essentially changed part of their penal systems, especially 
the various purnshments, or have actually decreed entire new and remod • 
. elled codes, some of whi_ch contain admirable features. t Long as the list 

• Legea ac jura lab~facta. Cw. 


tThe Governments of all the Gennan States which have lately adopted an entire new 




will appear, it is, nevertheless, not complete i Norway, Prussia, Austria, 
Bavaria, Wurtemburg, Baden, Henia, Saxony, Hanover, Nassau, and 
many of the smaller Germanic States, France, Spain, Portugal, Great 
Britain, Tuscany, Naples, Greece, the United States,t the various South 
American Republics, Brazi~ British India, &c. So universal a tendency 
must needs have some very deep cause, or we should be obliged to con. 
sider the vastest changes in history, as mere_ accidents, and not as. the 
necessary efforts of the gradual developement of the human mind. I con. 
ceive these to be the main causes : 

That spirit of scientific criticism, dating, in its new impulse at least, 
from the period of the reformation, had gradually extended into an en. 
tire revision of all branches of knowledge, and a scientific desire to reduce 
every thing to fundamental principles, or rather to find out these funda. 
mental principles. The penal law was not excluded from this searching 
inquiry. . 

States having become larger, and governments stronger, they could af. 
ford adopting slower, as well as milder modes of punishment, less awful 
to the sight, in place of those which were rather founded upon quick re. 
venge. There are two prominent causes, wherever we find excessively 
severve punishments : they were originally decreed from a consciousness 
of weakness and fear, or dictated by a feeling which strove to punish 
besides the offence itself, the daring of having disobeyed. In every crime, 
a kind of rebellion was found. This indeed is, in a great measure, redu~ 
cable to a consciousness of weakness on the part of government. Th~ 
truly and consciously strong, are free from revenge. By feeling revenge 
against a man, I raise him in some degree to an equality with myself. 

Greater security produced a less sanguinary spirit in general ; the age 
of philanthropy arose, and men like Voltaire-for whatever we may just. 
ly think of the tendency of many of his writings, we ought also to re. 
member, how prominent and persevering an assailant of barbarous pun. 
ishments, and of power persecuting innocence, he ever was, through 
his whole life-Beccaria and Howard appeared. 

The more Government was understood to be an institution for the bene
fit of all, and the more specific privileges, not unfrequently wrung from 
others by force, came to be discountenanced, the more diffused also be
came a general feeling of justice, with which excessively severe laws were 
incompatable. A general demand of obedience to the Jaws, for even laws 
always are regularly applied, and not kept in abeyance until for some 
reason they should fall upon a single victim, and a general indignation 
at impunity, are some of the most active causes of the great penal re
form; far more so than a morbid philanthropy, as many persons· suppose. 

penal code, as also the Government of Nor.way, have adopted the praiseworthy plan of 
publishing the labors of the various committees, appointed to draw up the code, first as 
Propositions, with an additional volume containing the "Motives," or reasons, with an 
exposition of the whole plan. After these had been a sufficient time before the public, 
and all objections been heard and weighed, and amendments been made, the proper autho
rities adopted and promulgated the code. This cautious, patient and liberal mode of pro
ceeding on sograve na subject, ought to be imitated by all penal law reformers. 

•The State of Massachusetts appointed, in the year 1837, a committee to reduce so 
much of the Common Law of Massachusetts, as relates to crimes and punishments, and 
the incidents thereof, to a written and systematic code. In 1839 the "Preliminary Re
port" of this committee was printed by the senate, (Senate, docwn. 21) of which I trans. 
mitacopyw!th thisletter. 
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People would not any longer endure laws which forced even a M~nsfield.to 
charge the jury to find a verdict against their oath, ~s he did, for m
stance when he could not otherwise than charge the JUr)'." to find aver
dict fo~ theft of less value than the articles which were lymg before t~em 
were palpably worth, in order to save the criminal from an UllJUSt 
death. 

Lastly, three highly important truths were di.scovere?i. or more clear!~ 
and firmly established, in t~e course of P.enolowc enqumes. These 3:re , 

1st. That it is not severity alone which gives efficacy to a pumsh
ment, but its certainty, . . . . . 

- 2nd. That punishment can be certain only, if it is, acccording to pub
lic feeling, and the spirit of the age, propo~tionate to the offence.. ~his pro

portion can not indeed be closely established upon absolute prm~iples,_ but 

many sound and practical rules can, nevertheless, be foun~ fo: its adJu~t

ment, and at any rate it must not be offended by startlmg mcongrmty 

of the several laws in the same code : and that punishment becomes un

certain, and impunity, as well as injustice, consequently increase, in the 
same ratio in which disproportionate severity increases. 

3rd. That if it is true that criminals consider themselves at war with 
society, it was likewi~e true, that in turn, the state considered itself at 
war with the criminal, which ought not to be; and that it is both for 
the advantage of society and conformable to the essential character of 
the institutions of the state, to treat the offender, even while he is pun
ishing, as a human being, that is, a being who has not lost his moral 
ingredient. 

The essential points in which all these universal endeavors of penal reform 
in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, whether prompted by a sterner 
sense of justice, or a gentler charity, by a more penetrating scientific spirit, 
or the results of more patient and comprehensive experience,, agree, are 
,these:-" To ascertain and fix more definitely the object of all punishment ; 
to select such punishments as aid in obtaining this object, and to discard all 
others ; to make the penal laws certain, first by wording them with sufficient 
clearness,secondly by drawing the .minimum and maximum limits of the 
punishment for each offence, as close as the nature of the respective class of 
offences may permit, and thirdly, by forestalling, as much as possible, undue 
interpretation and construction ; to ascertain a safe mode of trial and suffi
cie.nt pr~ectio!1 for the accused; to give to the whole body of penal laws th~t 
umfortmty which results from the same fundamental principles pervadincr the 
whole code ; fairly to proportion the punishments, so that all the punish:ents 
of the s~me code ?C in proportion, one with another, and that each punish
ment be m P:op~rt10~ to. the. offence, according to the general sentiment of the 
age, respectmg its crimmahty and dancrer; to avoid, as much as it is in human 
po~er, the i~fli.ction of any evil, acces~ry and greater than the duly awarded 
pumshment is mtended by th~ law to. inflict; not only to avoid unjust severity 
on the ?ne hand, but also unJust.lemty, or dangerous impunity, on the other, 
and to msur~ as much as poss1b!e, the certain infliction of punishment for 
every.committed offence; to avoid the increase of crime on the part of the 
state. itself; and to that end, to adopt such punishments only, as will not, ac
cordmg to the nature of ~an, make the offender worse, and more dangerous 
through and a~er t~e pumshment, than he was before; to abolish disgraceful 
expoi:mre and indelible stamps of disgrace; to offer as much as possible, the 
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means of political rerortn, and therefore, to remove,every species of punish
ment which necessarily must prevent it ; to try at least the moral reform* 
of the offender; to stay, as much as possible, the rapid onward course of 
criminality in each offender, after he commits his first offence, or when the 
abandoned youth is rapidly hurrying toward it, by seizing upon him by 
other means than those contained in the penal code for adults, in order to 
rescue him at once, and by breaking up, by all possible means, the fearful edu. 
cation and training in crime, and the criminal association of adult offenders. 
Many endeavors have likewise been made to prevent crime by other means; 
for instance, by general school systems, by associations, affording work to 
the distressed and laborless, by temperance societies, schools for adults, and 
other humane endeavors. 

Although this spirit of penal reform is so general in our age that it forms 
one of its peculiar characteristics, persons are not wanting wherever it is at· 
tempted, who either treat it slightingly as useless, or actually oppose it, the one 
from a want of sufficient attention to the subject, the others from erroneous 
notions respecting penal matters. Whenever an improv~ment is attempted, the 

-inertia of the indolent and superficial must be overcome. Respecting our 
subject we are told by som~: "The law is good enough; we have got along 
with it well enough so far, why should we change 7" They forget that no 
law is good enough, which is only good enough. The law, and especially so 
important a branch as the penal, is only, then, good enough, when it is 
framed as perfect, as honestly collected experience and wise penetration, with 
due regard to the means at our disposal, and the relations for which it is in
tended, can make it. A bu.man law, eventhus framed, with all care, attention 
and honesty, will remain deficient, and leave room for farther improvement. 
at a future period. Others oppose reform, merely because it is a change ; 
all change is stamped by them as innovation. They forget that nothing is 
immoveable; that if the law be not changed, the circumstances to which the 
law applies change, and needs must change, according to the order of things; 
so that the law, apparently the same, but applied to changed circumstances, 
has virtually changed, and unfortunately in most cases for the worse. Most 
wisely, in my opinion, says the historian, Raumer, assuredly no revolutionary 
man, that those who without reflection insist upon the old law, merely because 
it is the law, when every thing around it has changed, are frequently the true 
revolutionists, not always those who desire a change. With regard to re
form of penal laws, opposition is frequently, perhaps generally, met with at the 
hands of a class of men, whom the community in general, justly consider 
with respect, and whose opinion seems, at first glance, to be entitled, upon 
this particular subject, to especial · deference-I mean the judges. Crimi· 
nal Judges are much occupied with criminals, and, consequently, are easily be· 
trayed into a belief that they know _much of their character; yet the judge, 
by his official intercourse with the criminals, and few indeed take the trouble 
of otherwise obtainir1g information respecting the character of criminals, or 
the operation of punishments, knows the criminal only with the lawyer by 
his side. The judge's being occupied with many criminals, and the scum ofsocie
ty, renders him naturally, ifnot callous, at least less acute in feeling toward them; 

• It will hardly be necessary to explain, that by political refo~ is m~ant, the ~~ting upon 
th!! resolution to obey the law of the land, and lead an unblemished hfe as a citizen, from 
whatever reasons this resolution may have been taken; by moral reform is meant that de
sire to do right because it is right; in short, to be, not only an unoffending citizen, but a 
good man. 
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and, in general, the judge is, and ought to be, a representative of the ~onser
vative principle, without which no state can any more endure than wit~out a 
due portion of the movement principle. Judges, however! are frail, as 
all other men and their bein(J' habitually the more especial representa· 
tives of the law,' as it is, makes them, not unfrequently, fall into 3: sort of idola· 
try of it, ending, by considering the Law as th~ end and_ 0~3ect, not l\~an, 
for whom the Jaw is made. When the quoted bill, for abohshmg the pumsh
ment of death for privately stealing from a shop to th~ amount of five shill!ngs, 
was dehating, in the House of Lords, Lord Eldon said," If the present bill be 
carried into effect, then may your Lordships expect to see the whole frame of 
our criminal code invaded and broken in upon." Others, and, I believe, Lo.rd 
Eldon himself, at other times, extended even their remarks, to the li.anger to 
which the whole constitution would stand exposed, in consequence of abol
ishin(J' that iniquitous law. Well miO"ht he have been answered, If this be 
really so, if this law can be supported by enormity only, if the British law 
is a stately pile, whose particles can be kept together only by a costly cement, 
mixed and drenched with human blood, then, the sooner it crumble into dust, 
the better. But for whom is this palace destined 1 Do the people, whose 
very blood must make the mortar, dwell in it?· For whose protection was 
it built? Is there "lo humble yet secure chamber in it, where misguided 
want and despairing wretchedness may fly to, and even while doing penance, 
may still find safety 1 

Others again, opppose those reforms which involve the offering of means 
for the political or moral reform of the offender, as useless, and treat them as 
chimerical, not unfrequently as ridiculous. Have they any substantial 
knowledge of the subject? Have they taken the least trouble to inform them. 
selves upon it 1 a subject which cannot be hastily judged ofby a few conclu. 
sions drawn from some general principles, still less by mere assertions. It 
requires attention, knowledge, patience, experience. Declaring, by a few 
words, all offenders as irreclaimably lost, is a matter of very grave import. 
If it be so, let the truth be known and proved by facts : for it would be un. 
wise indeed to detain the community with useless, expensive and disappoint
ing experiments. Ifit is not so, how rash is the aspersion! Experience, 
however, shows us, that it is not the truth, and that it is not only for the 
benefit of the offender, but quite as much so for the whole society, even 
though we assume no higher ground than that of the merest utility, that a 
mode ofpunishmcnt be adopted which offers at least the possibility ofa re
form of habits, train of thoughts and, perhaps, of the heart. And can we· 
forget, that although men ought to live in society subject to laws, and although 
these laws must be enforced, nevertheless many of these are sometimes di
rectly, at ?ther times indirectly the causes of crime? Has any civilized 
state remamed free of erroneous laws which have created sudden revulsions 
in the ~xchang~ oflabor and produce, and consequent losses, want, despair, 
and ultimate cnme 1. Has society by justly demanding that every one shall 
be bound.to defend his country and his liberty, not indirectly deprived many 
a poor wife of her ~nly support, and exposed her to want of food and rai
~ent, g;adually leading her to vice and crime 1 If we contemplate this 
msuffic1ency ofh~ma~ laws, shall we not, for the very reason that laws must 
he ~nforced, feel mclmed on the other hand, not to add to the necessity: of 

· p~shment, the. barbarity of considering every offender as a rank weed, 
poisonous from its first germ, to be plucked out and burnt 1 Does socie. 
ty not owe a debt to many an offender 1 
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Experience, not only in America and Europe, proves that crime may be 
stayed at various stages ofcriminality in the offender, but even in other 
parts of the world among people of totally different views and habits, the 
result has been the same. It must then be something really founded upon 
the elclllents of the human soul, and not merely a fancy of dreaming philan
throphi,;ts. The Chinese government, on the recommendation of Soong-ta 
jin, conductor of lord Macartney, established penal colonies from the Sagha. 
lian westward. Yoong-ching, third Emperor of the Manchoo race, said in 
an edict, in which he pardons the colonists and grants them land, because 
they had behaved. well: •It may be seen from this occurrence, that ifcrimi
nals have a path of self renovation opened to them, there is reason to hope 
they will re:form their vices and become moral. 't Before the futility of at
tempts ttt reforming criminals be pronounced in a sweeping manner, it is ne
cessary to.be well acquainted with the very different classes of offenders, 
both as to character and age, and the different causes of crime. If for in
stance, a man commits crime because he never learnt to work, there is a 
very reasonable chance of his behaving better in future, if we can skilfully 
devise a punishment, which, besides its being a grave and impressive punish
ment, will not only teach him to work, but even to love working, which will 
convince him that take all in all, even according to a very limited moral view, 
there is more comfort in industry than in criminal sloth, and that, barring all 
higher considerations of religion and the dignity ofman, there is inconsistent 
folly in all paths ofcrime, because the means chosen defeats its own end. 

The punishments chiefly in use in our state are ftne, public whipping, 
the pillory, or pub!i~ exhibition, imprisonment and death. 

Fine is an apt punishment for small or police offences, because they in
volve no immorrality, or no high degree of immorality, and, the fine being 
paid, the whole punishment is at an end. But fines for higher offences be
long to the most objectionable ofall punishments for a variety of reasons. It 
has a most demoralizing effect upon the community, serious offences can 
thus be bought off by the wealthy, but must be compensated for by the poor, 
with imprisonment, the punishment cannot be duly proportioned ; for what
ever latitude may be left to the judge, it is impossible for him to apportion a 
fine to the pecuniary capacity of the offender, so soon as he is really rich. 
How can a fine which, properly apportioned to a poor man, amounts to 
twenty dollars be raised, as a sense of justice would demand it, in proportion 
to a fortune of three or four hundred thousand dollars 1 Or if it were, it 

· would be equally injurious ; the state would appear to be desirous of de
priving its citizens of their property, and actually would soon become desi
rous of doing so. The state must never be or appear to be the pecuniary 
gainer by crime, be this by way of ~xacting excessive fine~, or by derivi~g a 
considerable surplus revenue from prisoners. In both cases, it tends to ser10us 
mischief. One period ofhistory, as that when the robberies of the starcham
ber, with the Lauds, Stri,iffords and Westons, pressed for plunder wherever 
it could be espied, ought to be forever sufficient to warn against the one ; 
and disclosures as we have had them lately in the State of N cw York, which 
prove, how often humanity was forgotten, in order to obtain a more brilliant 
balance of the prison revenue, ought to be equally sufficient, to warn us 
against the latter. It is one of the exceptionable traits of the French 

1Davis The Chinese, I, 426. 
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for the benefit of the inoffensive part of the community, as in many_ Easter.,, 
countries a leper is bound to wear a di~tinguishing mark_. A_ criminal who 
should be prevented by any means of this ~ort from f?llo'"'.mg ~Is trad,i, would 
be considered a poor bungler indeed by lus companions m guilt. 

The punishment of death, without any addition3:l _torture, as a matt~r. ~f 
course, ought, according to the almost 1;111iversal opm10n ofall the moc:t civ1h. 
zed nations, to be restricted to the cnme of murder, and a few others equal 
in attrocity, if retained at all. I speak of course of the penal code fur the 
citizens at larcre only. It is different respecting military codes. 

If I have u~ed, in the preceding lines, the words, "if retained at all," I ~o 
not mean to be understood as sidinO' with those who believe either on clms
tian, religious, or general philosophic grounds, that no man or society of men 
can ever have, or acquire the right of depriving a fellow man of lifo.* Not 
one century has passed, since the establishment of the Christian faith, that 

*Among those who from time to time have raised their voice again/;t capital punishment, 
have been some of the first philosophers and most profound theologians, as well as some 
of the most esteemed philanthropists; yet the far greater number of these me:1 have de
clared themselves in favor of the right which society possesses, of depriving an individual 
of life, who with fore-thought and malice has slain a fellow creature. Among those 
who in a rare degree united philosopical acumen, and theological lore, with deep piety, 
and who declared every execution a crime, is the great ScHLEIRMACHER, whom no one 
indeed has ever charged with fanaticism, even of the slighest tinge. He gave his opinion 
in a sermon, delivered in the year 1833. Yet, with the profoundest respect tcward that 
eminent man, and the grateful affection of a pupil toward a revered teacher, I cannot 
otherwise than say, that this sermon appears to me unsatisfactory in a high degree. One 
point he certainly shows conclusively, if indeed this was necessary, that no passage of the 
Old Testament contains any injunction binding upon us, to punish any crime with death; 
but with equal clearness, it appears to me, has Dr. Ammon, another distinguished divine 
shown, that the New Testament contains no commandment to abolish it. Thi,i qn~stion 
is in my opinion, not to be decided upon biblical ground. The question is one of strict right, 
into which that of expediency or necessity of course largely enters, as in all qncsfrms of 
right, which involve the infliction of an evil, or the doing of a damage to another. The 
question of the right of society to inflict capital punishment was very thoroughly discuss
ed, as might have been expected, by all those committees appointed in the varions German 
states, for the remodeling of the penal codes, and frequently again by the Estates, before 
they became the law of the land. The result has been this in all cases, that capital pun
ishment has been retained for murder and open rebellion, or attempts against the pcr;on of 
the chief of the slate ; that execution is reduced to the mere privation of life, as c.:pedi. 
ditiously and as free from torturing pain as possible. The works of Count de s,,Hon, mem. 
her of the Sovereign Council of Geneva, and of Mr. Lucas, Inspector General 0f the pri.. 
~ons in France, contain I believe, pretty much all the arguments urged against c:1;:iital pun
ishment. They have not been able to convince me of the necessity of abolishinG" it ; nor 

. do I say, I am convinced of the necessity of retaining it, where perpetual solitary confine. 
ment can be substituted; that is, where the circumstances . are such that, from c:scpcrience 
we may have any right to expect that imprisonment for life, awarded for murder, will not 
be broken ·in upon by a pardon on any other ground, than that of substantial doubts res
pecti~g the misdeed having been excited after sentence had been pronounced. Those 
who, m anot~er part of our country seem so desirous of abolishing capital punishment, 
ought to consider that there,wo1:11~ be no surer preparation for this change, if ever brought 
about, th_an the almost total ~bolition of pardons. So long, however, as it is considered by 
the convicts more fortunate 1f.they are sentenced for imprisonment for life, or fifteen .years, 
than for seven years, because m the former case they know almost to a certainty, thcy will 
b? _pardoned. after the first four or five years, while in the latter, there is much more proba.. 
b1hty of their being allowed to suffer their term uncurtailed we must not be cxncctcd to 
put murder virtually on~ par with issuing forged notes. ' • 

I cann?t conc~ude !his note without referring to an argument which I perc,0 ive, is fre
quently directedm th,s country, against capital punishment, The advocates of its aboli
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some men or sect, have not taken. this view of certain words spoken by 
Christ, and in the natural progress of error, they have frequently, gone so far 
a~ to deny any coer~ive right whatsoever in a Christian government. Ante. 
nor to the Reformat10n, as well as after it, and down to our own times, and in 
our own country, we find this latter hollow and unbiblical doctrine held up 
fr?m time to ti~e, partly from fanaticism, which is generally· combined 
with weakness of mtellect, or actually originates from it, or wily deception 
which makes use of fanaticism in others. 

In theory there appears, to me, no difficulty respecting the punishment of 
death; it is as easy, or as difficult, to prove abstractedly the right we have 
to punish with death, as that of imprisoning for life, or indeed depriving of 
personal liberty for any given period. Nor is there in my opinion, any rea. 
sonable objection against the punishment of death, if restricted as indicated 
~hove, on the score of mercy. It will be admitted that it would be outrag. 
mg the best feelings of our nature, were any other punishment than impri. 
sonment for life substituted for deatµ, if it is the punishment for murder. 

tion say , You cut off a man and send him to his eternal doom before it was the will of God. 
He gave him time for repentance, but you deprived the poor culprit of this precious and 
invaluable chance. It seems to me that this whole argument is begging the question ; for 
the very point is, whether capital punishment is lawful and just. If it be not, of course we 
must abolish it; if it be, then a murderer whose life is cut short under that law, dies ac. 
cording to the will of God and his own order of things, for it is his will that we live in states, 
and that strict justice be administered-it is the law which even he, the Creator, "has writ
ten in our hearts." Thus persons are not warJting, who say that in executing a fellow being 
man presumes to do more than his God did, who did not hurl destruction upon Cain, when 
he had shed the first human blood, and I was surprised to find that even Schleiermacher, in 
the cited sermon, alludes at least to this argument. One hardly knows how to answer 
such an argument, so much does it stagger reason. Because God does not strike the arm 
of the thief or the tongue of the perjurer with palsy, shall we not arrest that arm and seal 
that tongue, by trial and punishment 1 Because God allows the blessings of his sun and of 
his rain to fall upon the field which a fraudulent guardian has wrung from his ward, shall we 
not wrest it from the culprit by trial and verdict 1 ·where should we end, if we once begin 
to take God's abstaining from direct, special and instantaneous interposition, as a proof that 
we shall allow all things to go on undisturbedly 1 Shall I, happening to be present when an 
assassin lifts his arm to plunge a dagger into an innocent victim, not stay the murderous 
arm before the evil deed is done, because God, who might do it, does not do it 7 Yes, fa. 
natical sects have existed, who actually so·ught the highest degree of piety in absolute pas.. 
sivencss, and those who use the argument just stated, may see to what their error must ul
timately lead by fair consistency and a conclusive chain of reasoning. But it was ordain. 
ed otherwise : man shall be a moral being, guiding himself, not a machine moved from 
without. May this instance serve as an additional one to shew, how dangerous it has always 
proved to be to mix dogmatic views with inquiries strictly belonging to the sphere of right. 
Yet the argument, founded upon the scriptural account of Cain's murder would, in my 
opinion, prove in favor of those, who main tam the right of capital punislnucnt, if we ta~e 
the whole account, as we certainly are bound to do, and not merely the fact that God did 
not send physical destruction upon the murderer's head. God punished him far more severe. 
ly; he "curses him and his labor;" he makes him "a fugitive and a vagabond in the e~rth;" he 
"hides Cain from his face," it is " a punishment greater than he can bear." Cam knew 
that it was the law written in the human heart, that he who murders has no right to com
plain if he be slain in turn, for he exclaims, " it shall come to pass, that every one that find. 
eth me shall slay me." How did he know it 7 No case of murder h.td occurcd. And 
the Lord acknowledged the justness of his fear, for he "set a mark upon Cain, lest any 
finding him should kill him." He wants_ ~ain save.d as an especial case and exception 
from what otherwise would be natural and right. This argument then seems to prove noth. 
ing applicable to human administration of justice; or if it proves any thing, it is in favor 
of capital punishment for murder, 



48 


All imprisonment, however, ought to be solitary, as ~e soon shall ~ee: now 
a man of natural great timidity, may prefer even this to death, simply b~
cause he has an insuperable fear of, death, but I suppose no one else will 
pretend to say that solitary imprisonment for life is preferable to d~~th on 
the score of mercy. Mr. Livingston, a strong advocate for the abolmon of 
capital punishment, insists upon perpetual solitary confinement for the mur
derer and I confess that when I read the description of the punishment 
which he felt himself obliged to propose as a substitute for death, (in the 
Introductory Report to his Code of Prison Discipline,) I could not help re
flectincr how infinitely preferable death would be to such a life. 

In ~y opinion, the vital question respecting the punishment of death, is 
not one touching the punishment directly but the trial. The question is, 
whether men can ascertain and establish a mode of trial which is so safe, 
and guarantees so well against blind passion, or deception, that it gives suffi. 
cient certainty as to guilt, because of all those punishments which cannot be 
stayed if once inflicted, this is the most serious. But there is in our coun
try, on the other hand, this difficulty : that, owing to the easy access to the 
chief magistrates, pardons will always be easier to be obtained, than in oth
er countries, a very strong reason, by the way, why we in particular, ought_ 
to make the punishments so that the universal opinion of the respectable and 
considerate citizens should consider them in a fair proportion with the of
fence, neither too lenient and. trifling with the community, nor too severe 
and trifling with the convict, lest a moral strength to resist overwhelming 
petitions and even clamor for pardon, be required in the chief magistrate, · 
which cannot be a common attribute of the human character. 

Respecting the frightful abuse of pardoning, the proportion of the number 
of pardons to unpardoned sentences, and the consequent reduction of years 
of imprisonment to but a small part of what the law decrees, I refer to my 
translation of the work of Messrs. de Beaumont and de Tocqueville, on the 
PenitE:ntiaries in the United States, where interesting statistical tables relat. 
ing to this subject are to be found. I also would mention, that wherever a 
proper Penitentiary system has been introduced in America, pardons have 
very perceptibly decreased : for instance in Pennsylvania. 

It is well ascertained that the period of human life, in which most crimes 
are committed, is that from twenty years of age to thirty, especially crime11 
whose perpet~ation requi:es violence. It is this, the period during which tha 
human heart is _most subject to rashness and passion. I own, such as mat. 
ters stand now m our own country, I cannot easily imagine a case possible 
of a murde:er, 'say of twenty.five years of age, though his crime be of the 
most fiendhke character, sentenced to imprisonment fur life, who, with the 
changes of governors, uni~ed to the almost universal injudicious petitioning 

.for pardon, and t?~ ease with which events are forgotten in a country where 
the busy and thnvmg bustle of one day pre~ses so hard upon the preceding 
one, would not,, after. s?me year, be turned again upon the community, and 
w~uld w~lk about a ~vmg exa1;1pl~ of the laxity of justice, or be· sent to a 
neighbormg commumty, exposmg 1t to renewed crimes. 

I now comet? th~ last. species of punishment, which I have proposed to 
myself_ to consid~r m _this letter, namely, imprisonment. Privation of per. 
sonal hberty has mvanably become more and. more the main punishment in 
the.penal codes of progressive nations, It recommends itself to the wise 
legislator on many accounts, of which I will only mention, that it is what I 
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would call a calm punishment ; in inflicting it, the State appears not as a 
tormentor; it, therefore, docs not irritate or exasperate the resentful crimi. 
nal an~w,. w~ile it is to the callo;1s offender, w~o ~ares but little for whipping, 
or the mfl1ct10n of any other pam, so soon a;i 1t IS passed, a dreaded evil • it 
does n~t i.rretrievably degrade as branding or cropping the ears, or any ~th. 
er mut1lat10n does ; It does not offend or harden the community by the cx
hibi~ion of suffering ; it may, which _is a very great adv~ntage, be better ap. 
portioned than almost any other pumshment. Indeed with reference to this 
latter point, no- other punishment can compete with it except fine ; but im. 
prisonment has this advantage that, while it is very true that the shame ne. 
cessarily attached to imprisonment will be more acute and give additional 
severity to this punishment, when inflicted on a well educated man of the 
wealthier classes, it causes on the other hand a greater loss to an offender, 
who belongs to the classes which necessarily live from hand to mouth. The 
fine, however, it has been seen, cannot be proportioned, as strict justice 
would demand, beyond a certain limit, while this punishment itself must al. 
ways refer to imprisonment as an equivalent in those cases in which the offen. 
der i,; incapable of paying the fine. Imprisonment alone affords any reason
able chance to effect a political or moral reform in the offender; and lastly, the 

' 	uniformity of a penal code, by which I mean that the chief bulk ofpunishments 
be of the same character, but differently apportioned, {from which the light. 
est and heaviest punishments alone ought to form exceptions,) and which for 
reasons given in the accompanying Essay, I consider a necessary attribute of 
an unexceptionable penal code, can be obtained only if imprisonment be made 
the main punishment. Yet, unless imprisonment be wisely regulated, there 
are likewise great objections against it. The'two most prominent of these 
are, the fearful propagation of crime within the prison, by the free intercourse 
and concentrated communion among the criminals, congregated as they can 
be no where else out of the prison walls, and the expense which the buildings 
of the prisons, their necessary officers and the support of the imprisoned 
unavoidably entail upon the community, unless the State will commit the 
cruelty of imprisoning withcmt support, as is actually, or was -a few years 
ago, 'the case in Brazil, where the prisoners are obliged to beg, and are of 
course frequently exposed to sufferings of the most appalling kind. 

Thanks to the humane endeavours of so pure lovers of men, even though 
lost in the immundityofguilt, to philanthropists, such as Fontana, Howard, and 
others actuated like them, by sound charity, attempts have been made, more 
especially since the middle of 'the last century,* to avoid these evils without 

•John Howard, born in 1726, found the following inscription over the entry into the in. 
stitution for youthful offenders, built in Rome, in the year 1704, by Coria Fontana, an 

. inscription which has become at a latter period so famous by Howard's communication, 
and has been aptly chosen by Mr. Charles Lucas, the distinguished penologist of France, as 
the motto for his extensive work, "On the Reform of Prisons or the Theory of Imprison. 
mcnt," 3 vols, Paris, 1836-1838: 

PARUM EsT 

CoERCERE IMPRonos 


P<E!'iA 

N1s1 PRonos EFFICIAS 


D1sCIPLINA, 

It is but little to coerce the wicked bypunishmcnt, if thou doest not make them better by 
discipline. On the same journey, tt:oward found ~t Genoa an institution for..600 lads and 
girls, rebuilt in 1636; over the entry mto the weavmg room, he read: 

81LENTIU!11 ET 0BED!ENTIA, 

3 
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O'iving up the advantages of imprisonment, until, by experience, added to ex. 
perience, the perseverance of th~ lovers ofstri~t justice, which ste~nlr dem~nds 
that neither too much nor too little be done m the way of pumshmg crime, 
has perfected the system of imprisonment in the degree in '"'.hich we find it in 
the present time in some countries. You are well aware, sir, that. I allude to 
the two systems of imprisonment, the one called the Auburn or Silence Sys. 
tern, the other, the Pennsylvanian, Separation or Eremitic System. As it is 
common, whenever a great reform is preparing, that all errors are run 
through, before the ultimate proper mean is found, so there have in this in. 
stance not been wanting men, who, we may well say, madly asserted that all 
punishment of crime was useless, aµd that the only way of prev~nting it, was 
the stopping up of all its sources. Every sound criminalist will grant, that 
prevention of crime is infinitely better than punishing it, and that by prevent
ing pauperism and promoting general education, much will be done toward 
the prevention of crime; but it shows but little knowledge of the human heart 
and human society, to suppose that there will ever exist any community free 
of violators of its laws. We .need of course, not occupy our attention with 
these visionary theories, though but lately re-asserted. 

Repeated experience in various countries had shown that it was absolutely 
impossible either to prevent the prisoners from becoming not only seriously 
contaminated by others, but also, from mutually generating a still higher 
criminality than that which each criminal brought with him into the prison ; 
or, to effect any reform in the prisonor, unless communion among them 
could be entirely intercepted. . To effect this, two different modes were re
sorted to ; both founded upon the same principle, but differing in their execu
tion. In the one system, the prisoners are separated by night, in solitary 
cells ; but in the day time, they work in common, without being permitted, 
however, to converse or commune with one another by signs. This is called 
the Auburn, or Silent System. In the other, the Pennsylvanian, or eremitic 
system, the prisoners are always separated, day and night, without any il)
terruption, by being placed in solitary cells. Both Systems not only admit, 
but enjoin labor as indispensable and fundamental, and one of the necessary ' 
ingredients, of any sound and safe penitentiary system', For a long time 
it_ remained an undecided question, which of the two was preferable ; expe
rience alone, could finally decide, whatever the anticipations of one or the 
other side might be. Ample, and yearly increasing, experience has decided, 
and, in my opinion, triumphantly so, in favor of the Pennsylv11nia System
that is, in favor of uninterrupted solitary confinement atJabor. ( It is, as yet 

. impossible, incontrovertably to establish the superiority of either system, by 
mere statistical tables, showing an increase or decrease of crime, if indeed 
it can ever be established in this way. The larger or smaller number of 
offences, depends upon a thousand causes, unconnected with punishment. 
No~ can any exhibit of re.committals prove much,either in England or the 
U~nted States? because we have no sufficiently accurate police lists to ascer

. tam re-cornm.l.ttal..s, especially not in our country. A criminal may easily pass 
,£.r~m one sta.te into a11other, where nothing is officially known of his crime, -· . ' ' 

For the~ .and other historical notices respecting the gradual progress of the science and 
art of punishment (for it is both like the art of healing,) I must refer to a work to which I 
~h~ll]}resen.tly have to advert in another respect, containing the fruits of valuable researches· 
it 111 r. Julms'.s ~oral Conditio~ of t~e Un!ted States, 2 vols. Leipsic, 1839, the second 
To1rune of which IS wholly occupied with cnme and punishment. 
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defending the Auburn system and disapproving of the PeI111sylvanian, says : 
,, The danger of solitary confinement with labor, hM certainly been over
rated." Considering the quarter whence this assertion comes, it most be 
considered as the beginning of a new period in the ·controversy on the two 
systems, for thus one point is given up, upon which I believe, turned at least 
one half -of all the attacks directed against uninterrupted seclusion from its 
opponents in New.England. . 

. The objections on the ground of expensiveness, are two.fold : it is main. 
tained that the buildings necesary for total seclusion require a great outlay, 
and that the various species of labor which can be carried on in a solitary 
cell, are far less in number than those which require united labor and more 
room, so that the means of its own support are rednced in a penitentiary on 
the eremitic plan. It is very true that a spacious cell with a yard will al
wa):S cost more than a cell in which prisoners are rather boxed up in a frame 
work, than lodged, as is the case in the Auburn penitentiaries. Still, it ought 
to be observed, that a great prejudice on the, point of ·costliness, has arisen · 
from the very high expense of the Eastern penitentiary, the first which was 
erected on the eremitic plan. This was partly owing to circumstances un
connected with the Penitentiary system itself, partly to the fact, that experi
ence had not yet then been sufficiently collected; One of the latest peniten
tiaries I on the eremitic plan, is the Philadelphia county prison, for 408 
prisoners, costing $300,000, or each cell $735 29. The penitentiary at Au
burn for 700 prisoners, costs $450,000, or $584 41 the cell, These expenses 
decrease, the larger the number of prisoners is, for which the penitentiary 
is built ; but it must be remembered that the larger the penitentiary on the 
Auburn plan, the more rigorous necessarily becomes, and must become, its 
discipline; while the eremitic system allows of much greater extent, without 
injury to the essential parts of the system, so that the difference of cost would 
greatly diminish. Yet, even if this were not the case, the greater security, 
the redemption of first offenders and consequent great saving of property, the 
heightened moral tone of the community, which is always an effect of a just 
and pure penal code, acted out by the citizens at large with political alacrity, 
would be sufficient compensation. ·when we speak of the losses of proper
ey occasioned by crime, persons not sufficiently acquainted with the subject 
generally think of thefts and robberies only, which have been detected and 
tried ; but thieves may carry on their nefarious occupetions for years before 
they are detected. Facts have lately come to light before committees of 
parliament which show the enormous, and almost incredible loss of pro
perty, caused by pilfering and stealing of all sorts, f~r instance, on _bo~rd the 
canal boats. If, therefore, we can vigorously break m upon that cr1mmal af. 
fi.liation, which is necessary for this systematic thieving, and which avowedly 
is in the highest degree promoted by prison acquaintances, we shall find that 

-the money laid out for eremtic penitentiaries, which alone can effectually pre. 
vent these affiliations, is not wasted, but on the contrary, well invested for the 
community. 

Respecting the second point, all that ought to be desired is, that a peni. 
tentiary may support itself; for although I aUow that the prisoner owes 
a far areater debt to this community than that of his support alone, name
ly, the debt for all the expenses which crime creates by the necessary 
support of penal justice, police, &c. it is not to be denied that it is dangerous 
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to make an institution, in which there are men so wholly at our command, 
yield a public revenue. The de~ire for more an4 more profit leads b_ut too 
easily to such oppressive measures against tl?ose who cannot. comp.lam, as 
have from time to time been officially complamcd of by cxammcrs rnto the 
Auburn prisons. In our state, I doubt not, but tha_t ve.ry.convcnie~t in~d~or 
labor could be found for the prisoners. Shoe makmg IS_ m all p~n~tentianes 
a favorite occupation, and our importers of ncgro shoes 'Yould w1llrngly con
tract with the pcnitentiaryinste~d of sending for shoes e}scwhere.. So would 
weavin(J' cotton cloth be a sufficiently profitable occupat10n for prisoners. 

How" on the other hand, is the mode of operation of the Auburn system, 
or that 'penitentiary system which is founded upon silence of a large num. 
ber of congregated men 1 The prisoners, it is allowed, must be prevented 
from communinrr by word or sign, if the system shall have the slightest reform
ing effect; eve(; safety alone demands t.hat ~o commm:ion. should take pla~e 
between men who work together, arc mfimtcly super10r m number to their 
officers, whose work puts many instruments.into their hands which would 
well serve as weapons, and who withal arc in a state in which force alone 
can keep them-in a state of imprisonment. Y ct the desire of communion is 
a primitive and elementary desire of our soul ; to repress it then, means are 
. requisite as severe as the desire is urgent; for nowhere can nature be repress. 
ed with gentle means. To enforce silence a punishment, pending as it were 
over each prisoner, to fall on him instantJy when silence, the great basis of 
this system has been broken, and of sufficient rigor to repress the desire of 
utterance, as natural and urgent as the appetite for food, is absolutely ncces. 
sary-1 mean the whip. Those who watch over the prisoners must be for. 
nished with the whip or some other. instrument for instantaneous corporal 
punishment, and the authority to use it at discretion within a certain limit, 
say six lashes, must be given them. The Auburn system is founded on si. 
Jenee; silence, and even that not in a perfect degree, can by physical and 
moral possibility be maintained only by the scourge-the Auburn system 
rests essentially upon the whip. So soon as the London criminals learned 
that the silencial system was to be introduced in the British prisons, they pre. 
pared themselves at New.Gate for this new order of things by practicing with 
one another the language of signs, as we ]earn from the report of the sur. 
geon of that prJson. No agent of any Auburn penitentiary, npr any prisoner 
who knewil by experience,. has ever denied to me the necessity of the whip. 
But_th~ keep~~s know t~at communion, nevertheless, docs take place. They 
become susp1c10us, and 1f they must prevent communion even by signs, it is 
clear that they must frequently mistake accidental movements for intentional 
signs; unjust infliction of lashes is the consequnce. Besides, who counts the 
!as~e~ whether they are within the number allowed by law, when the keeper 
1s irritated 1 ~he convi~t 1 ' He cannot. complain. Indeed it would be an 
odd syste~ ~h1ch first gives the n~ccssary right of punishment to a)rneper 
?ver a cr1mmal, and afterwards gives the right to the criminal each time to 
impeach the offi~er.. Who s?all.decide1 Certainly not the criminal, yet on 
the ?ther hand ~~IS cus.tod.iet 1psos custodcs 1" Who guards against the 
gua1ds 1. 1:h~ ong!nal p~·mc1pl.e itself, that this system rests upon the instan
taneous mfhcti~~ of bod1~y pam, as well as the irritation thereby caused 
among !he. convicts, reqmring new, frequently increased severity, give from 
the bcgmnmg a character of harshness to this whole system. The perfect. 
ly natural course of things has been, I believe, in all Auburn prisons, cer. 
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tainly in all prominent ones; either that rigorous severity has aradually in. 
creased until public opinion became outraged ; mildness beina fuund insuffi. 
cient to maintain the system; or the main principle, the prop ~nd stay, nerve 
and essence of the whole, silence, was abandoned altogether. In addition 
to this, we must consider that Auburn penitentiaries may be made very pro. 
fitable. A desire of showing a large surplus at the end of the year once 
existing, and being couyled with the other necessary requisite of this system, 
the power of inflicting mstant punishment with the lash, nothina is more natu
ral, not according to the peculiar wickedness of some individu~s, but accord. 
ing to the comm:m nature of nnn, than that cruelty should in m:my instances 
have increased from an anxiety to make the penitentiraics profitable state 
institutions, and thereby please the legislatures. Again and again have com. 
mittecs, appointed by the legislatures, reported upon these points, and again 
and again has their voice been disregarded. Tile m::ist prominent peniten. 
tiaries upon the plan of separation by night and common labor in silence by 
day, are those at Wcthersficld in Connecticut, at Auburn and Sing-Sing in 
the State of New-York, and at Charlestown near Boston. In 1834 a com
mittee ofthe General Assembly of Connecticut for inquiry into the state prison 
made a long report ofl 19 closely printed papers, showing that excessive seve. 
rity had taken place, partly in order to make the prison more profitable. A 
milder course was adopted; an attack and murder ofone ofthe keepers by the 
convicts took place ; and the discipline became severer again. Ofthe reports by 
proper committees upon Sing-Sing, prison several have emphatically denoun
ced the harshness exercised there, for instance that printed by the Assembly, 
February 6, 1833 refer to page 9-11 in particular,* and the report which 
was printed by the Assembly March 30, 1839. This report repeatedly states 
tha.t the prisoners are wholly governed by stripes, inflicted without controul, 
and that one of the important object sought to be obtained by the penitentia
ry system, the reformation of the convicts is abandoned and lost." (P. 5.) 
It says, that ,; other convicts have been disabled, from severe scourging, 
and b8en sent to the hospital to be cured ; and even that sanctuary, it seems, 
does not always prove a protection from the cat; for it is sufficiently 
proved that some, who were at the time on the sick list and detained in the 
hospital, have been stripped and flogged. Contractots for labor at the pri
son, and prison guards, have sometimes been permitted to inflict severe chas
tisement upon convicts," &c. (Pp. 6 & 7.) But I must refer your Excel
lency to the whole report, because it requires the serious consideration of 
every one engaged in tho penal reform of any civilized society. Auburn 
was considered, in 1832, to be governed with more mildness than Sing-Sing; 
so prisoners, who had been at Sing-Sing and. Auburn, distinctly stated; but 
it seems that the officers of that penitentiary found, likewise, tlhat it was im: 
possible to maintain the Auburn system by comparatively gentle means; 
severity, therefore, gradually increased, until cases occurred, believed to be 
most shocking by the community, and official inquiry was made. The 
Governor of the State of New York recommended the removal of the agent, 
The testimony taken by the legislative Committee, respecting these severi
ties, was lately strengthened, not a little, by what was divulged in a case of , 
libel, by Elam Lynds, the Auburn agent, against Oliphant and Skinner, 

*I ought to mention that against this an officer of the Singo.Sing pri~on published : 
Comments on the report of the Select Committee &c. Mount Pleasant 1833. 
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Onondaga Circuit, Sept. 1839.* No comJ?lain~ on the score of exce~sive 
severity have to my knowledge, been made agamst the Charlestown prison, 
near Bo~ton: 'on the contrary, there we find the very principle of silence 
abandoned, and "indulgence of necessary or occasional speaking"t is granted. 
If. nevertheless that prison produces as admirable results as we are frequent. 
ly told, and th~se who tell us so do not labor under great delusion! the effect 
must be solely owing to .the uncommon genius and almost u~1quc m~ral 
power of some rare individuals, over the convicts-;--a ~tate of thmgs which, 
in its nature, must be so rare that we cannot consc1entJously found a plan of 
imprisonment and possible reformation on it. For in laying out pl~ns of 
lasting institutions and extensive operation, it is one of our first dutws to 
ground them upon the nature of man, as it appears from common experi
ence, upon the ayerage talent of mankind, but not upon intellectual eminence, 
which may be found once upon an age. That, however, it be possible to 
have an effective, lastingly sound penitentiary, upon the Auburn plan with
out rigidly enforciug silence, with men for keepers, agents and inspec
tors, such as honest and respectable men commonly are, no one who has 
paid the slightest attention to modern punishment, will venture to assert. I, 
for my part, believe the moral or political good effect of the Auburn peni
tentiaries, is altogether exceedingly precarious, or very rare, but without 
silence, and consequently without its strict enforcement by physical means, 
it is as difficult for me to imagine it, as an orator that is dumb. In GeneYa, 
in Switzerland, an opposite process has taken place, and, in order to appre
ciate this instance, I ought to assure your Excellency, that from an examina. 
tion of the many reports upon prisqn discipline and penal reform published 
in that republic, it appears to me, that serious attention has been paid there 
to the subject. The republic of Geneva adopted the Auburn plan, guided 
by a mistaken apprehension, that the eremitic system, which none there 
knew from personal examination, was too ,severe; but it appears, from a 
late work of Mr. C. Aubanel, the superintcndant of the Geneva penitentia
ry, that they have already found it necessary, in the natural course of things, 

' 	to adopt for the division of convicts of the longest sentences, besides sepa
ration during night, solitude by day ; in short, to exchange the silencial sys
tem .for the eremetic.t So has the Belgian government directed the intro
duction of the eremetic system in the maison de force, at Ghent, so famous 
~ecause s.eparation by night and silence during day, have been acted upon 
m that pnson for half a century.§ I know of no case where an eremetic · 
penitentiary has been changed for one on the Auburn plan. 

Let me now, Sir, turn to the second point. What is the opinion of those 
who possess the greatest practical and personal experience 1 I have stated 
alre~df in t~e essay, mentioned before, that all the agents of Auburn peni
tentiaries, with whom I am acquainted, admit that the e!emetic system is the 

* The whole testimony of the trial is to be found in an extra number of the Auburn' 
Journal, Oct. 16, 1839. · 

t ~uli~' Moral Condition of the United States, vol. II. p. 200, where the above words 
are given m brackets, as quotation." 

tffil _do not possess Mr. Aubanel's last work, and quote from the work of Dr. Julius, a 
su c1ent authority for accuracy, 
f 9 The c~ncludingpagesof a Vindication of the Separate System of Prison Discipline. 
rom the ~msrepresentations of the North American Review, Philad., 1839, are referred to 
~ the Po'~~ of general acknowledgment in favor of the eremetie system. as indeed that 

ole Judicious pllllllphlet for the general subject. of this letter. 
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---··- --~- ··- .,--
ART. v.-SOME REMARKS ON TIIE METALLIFEROUS VEINS OF 

TIIE SOUTII.-BY OsoAn M. Lrnmrn, AssisTANT GEOLOGIST TO TIIE · 
STATE OF ALABAMA. 

IT is deeply to be regretted, that in our country so little attention 
bas b~en paid to wh~t mi&ht 1?e termed the co!llparative anatomy 
of· vems-a c:i,_ref~l mvest1g~t10n _~_nd_c~mparison of the variou~

characteristics of veins and groups of veins, a subject in which 
Professor Cotta, of Freiberg, has made himself so justly celebrated. 
The practical importance of these observations will alone render 
them worthy of prosecution. American mining is, however, in 

.so incipient a stage of development, that it is but natural that 
these matters should as yet receive little attention. Still, when 
we -perceive such clever articles, as one in this Magazine, on the 
"Mming in \Vall-street," pointing towards a prospective advance 
in mining, it may not be improper to call attention to so impor
tant a topic as vein geology. Under this impression at least, I 
venture to offer a few observations on the subject, and to present 
the conclusions to which they appear to conduct us. It should, 
nevertheless, be recollected, that the writer is guided rather by 
the desire to excite in others a similar interest to that which he 
himself feels, and to assist in the development of this important 
branch of the geology of his portion of the country, than by the 
arrogant wish of seeking to propound theories, which shall be in· 
controvertible. 

Cotta makes the true remark, that geology is a science, based 
upon facts solely, and that theories can be admissible only so long 
as they explain the facts observed. The moment that these dis
agree with the theories, the latter must be abandoned. This we 
must always recollect, and likewise should we remember, that the 
simplest explanation ~ill ever possess an advantage over the more 
elaborate hypotheses.· 

·The itnmediate topic upon which it is proposed to dwell some
what in these remarks, refers to a certain class of metalliferous 
veins in the South, and my object is to point out its leading 

II& features. 
At the time when I first entered upon the duties assigned me 

in the geological survey of Alabama (in the fall of 1854), the 
copper excitement was at its greatest height. Peculiarities of the 
surface rocks and minerals, which presented some similarity with 
those in the neighborhood of the mines of D.ucktown, in 'l'ennes
see, induced au active search for copper. The singular dissemi
nation of this metal throughout the western portion of the 
metamorphic rocks of Alabama, although occurring in minute 
quantity only, acted as a stron~ incentive. At the time, it occurred 
to me, that it would be highly probable that, if copper should 
really be found in available quantities, its occurrence would differ 
from the exceptional case of Ducktown, and that quartz true veins 
should be sought for. For a long time the search proved unsuc
cessful, and only latterly has it been my good fortune to meet 
with those possessing cufriferous contents. The locality to which 
I allude is at Dr. Ulrich s vineyard, in Tallapoosa County, some 
nine miles south-west of Goldville. The veins at this spot had 
been originally worked for gold, though without success, as the 
richest ore was worth only from 10 to 12 cents per bushel. Ga· 
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lena was also found, and this led to the belief, that argentiferous 
9res might appear at a gre~t~r depth. . After a considerable ex
penditure of money, the mmrng operat10ns were, however, aban
doned. Lately, while blasting out a cellar at the junction of the 
gneiss (the chief country rock) and the talcose slate, a number of, 
small quartzose veins were discovered, which were found to con
tain copper pyrites in very considerable quantity, when we reflect 
that a depth of only twelve to eighteen feet from the surface had 
been reached, and that the veins are very small. The veins north 
of this point are evidently dipping towards it, showing that, in all 
probability, the main lode will finally descend between the two 
distinct country rocks. Malachite and other minerals, resulting 
from the decomposition of the pyritiferous copper ores, are almost 
entirely wanting, a fact which proves that the copper never ex
tended much above its present level in the veins. 

At an old gold pit, about four miles north-east of this place, a 
considerable amount of galena was found, disseminated in minute 
particles throughout the quartzose gangue. The mine was aban· 
cloned, on account of the lode entering a more solid country, and 
the gold diminishing in quantity. Copper was not found, that I 
am aware of. rrhis may have been owing to the fact, that a suffi· 
cient depth was not attained. 

Basing the conclusions upon the theory of Professor. Cotta, 
that the contents of a large and important class of metalhfer?us 
lodes were derived from solutions which leached the matenahi 
from igneous rocks beneath-(see the translation of his article in 
the October, November and December numbers of185! of this Ma~ 
gazine)-there is strong inducement to believe that these veins be
long to an extensive group, which we find also in South and North 
Carolina. It is, probably, also discernible in Georgia, but there I . 
have had no means of collectin(l' evidence. 

In South Carolina we have
0 

an instance in an old gold mine, in 
Ohes~erfield district, where galena and copper pyrites occur. At 
the time of my visit, the mine was in a very deplorable state of 
abandonment, and the works bein(l' all un<ler water, the observa: 
tions could extend only to surface ~vidence.s, and the examinatioµ 
of the heaps of ore and attle. 
. Another vein _of thi:;i dei;:cription is seen at the Morgan ~ine, 
lU Spartenburg district, South Carolina, which has been described 
by ~r. Manross. In the _Charleston .Mercury, of the 6th February, 
1850, an extract from his report is given, in which we read that 
the coriten~i; are, be~idcs phosphate and carbonate of lead, galena, 
and lower m the vein, copper pyrites. Mr. Manross observes, that 
"the onl:y c::iange which can be perceived in the metallic contents 
oTfh~he vein ;n d~sce.nding, is the greater abundance of copper ore.'' 

is alteration 1n the character of the contents was observable 
altbou~h. a dep~h of elghteen feet only had been attained. · ! 
· It 1s 1mposs1~le to mention all the veins pf this class in North, 
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Carolina, where, if not more n·umerous than· elsewhere, at least 
more of the kind have been opened. Among them, we find the 
auriferous and cupriferous lode of the McCulloch mine, where, 
however, I have not heard that any galena or other phJ.mbiferous 
ores have been met with, and the Vanderburg mine, which I ex
amined with some care, in the course of bst year (1854). -The 
vein has not yet attained any very great size, but its geological 
features are of the utmost interest. It has been worked for gold; 
but, at a depth of from fifty to sixty feet, copper first presents 
itself, chiefly in the shape of the green and blue carbonates. Only 
when we descend to twenty or thirty feet below this point, do we 
meet with the undecomposed sulphurets of this metal, of which a 
variety are found. Galena, in small quantity only, has been dis
covered here, in conjunction with the copper. 

In carrying out our investigations on this subject, we shall 
frequently have occasion to regret that in our country all mines 
are of such comparatively recent origin, and that, as yet, the depth 
attained in no instance admits of the correct and satisfactory estab
lishment of a definite knowledge concerning the true and final 
character of metalliferous lodes. If European men of science can 
lament this fact with their mines, how much more occasion have 
we to deplore an ignorance on the subject! Confining our sup

, positions, therefore, to the little only with which we are definitely 
acquainted, we would come to the conclusion that we have an ex
tensive group of veins in· the Southern States, which present a 
very similar character in all cases belonging to that class, although 
local differences may be perceptible. 'l'here are certainly, also, 
other vein groups in the South widely differing in their charac
teristics from that before us. The features possessed by this 
group seem to he found chiefly in the disposal of the contents, of 
,",hich gold appears uppermost, or nearest to the surface, lead cen
t!al, and copper lowest, as far as we have been able to extend our 
experience. In few instances only do we meet with the whole com· 
plete succession ; in some the lead may be wanting, and the cop
per follow immediately upon the gold, while in others the aurif
erous portion of the lode may have been removed by abrasion 
and decomposition. In the accompanying diagram, it has been 
my object to endeavor to offer an explanation of the local vari
eties which may present themselves, but which, with all their dif
ferences, only strengthen the belief in the similar general 
character of the veins, and in the probability that they conse
quently belong to the same extensive group. . 

\ \ \ l
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In this cut the black line indicates the outline of the surface, 
and shows the veins to be cut off above, at various levels. 

In vein No. 1 we have an instance, in which the whole series 
of the metals is developed. 

In No. 2 no gold is found, but the thickness of the lead is 
still .considerable. 

In No. 3 we find all the metals again, though but little gold 
and lead. 

In No. 4 the gold rests immediately upon the copper, without 
any lead occurring between. 

In No. 5 all portions of the vein, down to the copper, have 
been removed. 

In so far as this suggestion appears to convey a full explana
tion of the various cases before us, it may not be unworthy of 
attention. 

It might be asserted, as an argument against this theory, that 
we frequently find copper and lead ores amid the auriferous por
tion of the veins, and gold associated with galena and copper 
pyrites. A second thought will, however, scarcely admit this as 
a refutation. In the diagram, the object has been to explain grand 
effects, and not to deal with trivial matters, which refer only to 
band specimens, and exert no power upon the main character of 
the lodes. Even as local and unimportant occurrences, indeed, 
nothing can be adduced from these, which can otr:er an objectio.n 
to the theory, even if we except the translocat10n of metallic 
bodies, by galvanic action, since the filling up of the lodes. 

Let us take for granted, then, for the moment, that really the 
series of metals is that exhibited in the cut. We suppose them, 
according to Professor Cotta's theory, to have been deposited not 
only in harmony with laws which govern their various degrees of 
solu~ility, but in accordance with the changing contents of ~he 
solutions, owing to the fact that they may have been supplied 
from different or changing sources, and the varying temperatuye 
of the upper.Portions of the cou:ntry, as well as the general dif
ference of this from that of the solutions. Here already we fi?,d 
a full explanation of the local differences of the position of mm
e;al~, wliich really .seem remarkably exceptional. The mother 
hquid, whose duty 1t was to fill the crevices in the country rock, 
may, for instance, after depositing lead and copper, have received 
a fresh supply of gold, and hence the gold in the ores of the for
~er, or, afte; copper had been precipitated, lead may have been 
mtroduced mto the solution, and consequently we find galena 
among the sulphurets of copper. Nor is it unreasonable to sup· 
pose that a. liquid which, at a high temperature and subjected to 
immense pressu_re, could hold in suspensio;i..all'the ingredierits'of 
a lo~e, and which, wheu..one~or·both of these conditions were 
~a~ially remov~~, depo_siteu 1l. •certain~ineral, according to its 

eoree of solub1hty-st11l possessed the power·to.,r.~ta,i~ certain 
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smaller quantities of the same substance, which were thrown down 
at a subsequent period, when the attending circumstances had 
rendered the solvent unable to exert its former powers. The 
intense heat and powerful pressure which were required to pro
duce these results, are unfortunately beyond our power of control 
and reproduction, and, therefore, we can scarcely ever hope to 
attain satisfactory results in the laboratory. Still we must believe 
that, if future developments prove this theory to be correct, those 
portions of the country rocks which are connected with the parts 
of the lodes now known to us, must, at the date of the precipita
tion of the contents of the vein, have possessed a temperature ap
proximating to that of the solution. In this we find an explanation 
of the apparent horizontal distribution of the contents of the veins. 
This is, however, only the case on a grand scale; for, as usual, so 
also here, do we perceive signs of an irregularly vertical position 
having been adopted by the individual constituents of every por
tion of the vein, and the minerals all assume their respective posi
tions with regard to the axis and selvages of the lode. 

The gangue rock of this group is a ferruginous quartz, usually 
of a yellow or pink color. In some parts it is very porous, or 
rather cellular in its structure, owing to the decomposition of 
various pyrites. The upper portion is frequently friable; lower 
down it is more compact. The auriferous portion commonly con
tains hydrated peroxide of iron, Jerived from the decomposition 
of iron pyrites, and often retaining the crystalline form of the lat
ter. In the cupriferous portion chiefly do we find spathose 
minerals and arsenical pyrites, and undecomposed iron pyrites 
abound here also. 

The strike seems almost always to be N.E., but at various 
angles. The Vanderburg lode, however, strikes N.W. The dip 
is usually to the S.E., and very steep. The Vanderburg is an ex
ception, and dips S.W. Their linear extent on the surface is, of 
course, very variable, as is also their thickness. 

The country rocks in which we find these veins, differ widely 
from one another. Thus Mr. Manross states that at the Morgan 
mine to be a roicaceous slate, while at the Vanderburg it is dio
ritic· slate, and at Dr. Ulrich's, chiefly gneiss.&,This fact is com
paratively unimportant, for the !~in crevices ap~ear.to have been 
formed subsequent to the depos1t1on and consohdat1on of all the 
metamorphic rocks of the region; and though it is reasonable to 
suppose that one rock should be markedly less ruptured than an
other-for the varying degrees of hardness must have exerted 
some influence upon the force necessary for severing them, and, 
consequently, the veins will be either decreased or increased in 
number, or will expand or contract accordingly-still, this would 
have no effect upon the character of the contents, nor afford an 
objection to the veins in the various rocks being grouped 
together. 

http:ap~ear.to
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In offering this solution to the problem he has given himself, 
the writer feels considerable diffidence, since he possesses, after all, 
a knowledge of but very few cases. Attention, however, being 
thus called to the matter, others may, perhaps, feel themselves in
duced to take up the gauntlet, and prosecute these researches with 
greater effect. Among the number who might have done much 
to develope this portion of the geology of our country, we must 
deeply regret Mr. Ellory, whose energetic examination of the inte· 
resting mines of North Carolina was the cause of his early death. 

Practical men in our country are much inclined to undervalue 
scientific research ; vet, in this instance, it is to be hoped that 
they, too, will percei;,..e the importance of a thorough investigation, 
for, if future observations prove these remarks to be correct, we 
should be possessed of no bad guide in the determination of the 
final character of those veins, which belong to this group, and, as 
usual, science would lend a helping hand to practical operations. 

ART. VI.-IIISTORY OF TIIE E~GLISII IRON TTI.ADE SINCE 1830.* 

AT the close of the previous article, the subject of boiling pig 
iron was under consideration. 

From the time of drawing a heat, it is ten or fifteen minutes 
before the puddl~r is again able to charge. Six heats of 3, cwt. 
may be worked m the twelve hours. · 

There is also a difference in wages. 

Say for puddling refined metal . 8s. per ton. 
" boiling pig • • . 1Os. " 

The yield also is in favor of the refined metal, not only ·in the 
puddling, but l_ikewise in the after process of heating and rolling. 

On the subject of boiling pig-iron, our author thus remarks:
Boiling pig-iron, although not so advantageous to the ironmaster, is ~eve:

theless generally done where they have not the convenience of refineries; it 
Was adopted with. the idea of _it~ being a cheaper mode of working, in savi~g 
coals, lab~r and y1~ld; but this 1s met by the extra quantity of coals u~ed m 
the pudulmg, bearmg on a smaller make besides which the wa{l'es are higher, 

"and ther~ 1· ~ a greate: waste. m the · more expensive process. ' Also, a greater 
itpense 1s mcurred m keepmg the furnace in order as the pig iron works 

ottefr than the refined metal, and injures the botto~ as well as the walls of the urnace. 
witiu ~~~tI1 Wales the boiling process has been very generally done away 
sh' ' 8JSh not found to suit the general nature of the iron The Staffordb~d~ ~n t ropshire iron is, however, well suited for boiling b~ing of a strong

ie na \ire, and there this method of working is still us~d t; some extent, 

* Continued from page 240, Vol. V. 
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seis, showing at the same time that such substitution would be productive of 
:a considerable saving in the construction of all kinds of ships. 

This, however, being all entirely new application of zinc, it could not be 
expected that the suggestion would be immediately acted upon. The public 
must be convinced first that zinc bolts could be used with the same facility, 

· and possessed the sam~ strength as copper or brass bolts. . - ~' · , 
, ·· ' 'In order\fo ·le.<t.ve• no <JDubt.on.. th-ose. paiot,.q,. the -V..reille' :Nfottagne' Com- · 

-~ pany have caused experiments. to be made during 1852, in ten French sea
ports, publicly, and in the presence, in each, of a great number of owners and 
masters of vessels, merclumts, scientific men and government functionaries. 
All these experiments were entirely satisfactory, and proved that zinc bars 
have all the strength, tenacity and malleabiliiy desirable for ship fastenings. 
Minute records were made of the different trials, signed by the parties pres
ent, and were printed in pamphlet form, which may be seen at the general 
agency office of the Company. 

Let us add that the successful application of zin-0 bolts for fastenings is now 
no longer a problematical vagary, but &n established fact, there being at pres
ent afloat a ship of the British navy, the Albion, a two-decker, of 90 guns, 
entirely zincf(1J!tened. 

It is proper here emphatically to repeat the remark already made with re
gard to the action of sea water upon yellow or Muntz metal: 

"In every case in my experience," says Armstrong, "where it has been necessary 
to have bolts of that metal removed, I have found them broken asunder, or so brittle 
that the slightest force was sufficient to break them. From the appearance of the metal, 
its nature seemed to be qaite changed, rather resembling broken earthenware than 
brass." 

Sea water bas no such destroying influence on pure zinc bolts, and the 
sooner the use of su,ch a treacherous material as Muntz metal is abandoned, 
and that of zinc substituted, the better, as a matter of economy and safety for 
ships. 

Ccnstructing Ships entirely of Zinc. 

There could be no more difficulty in building the hull of a vessel of zinc 
than lmilding it of iron; on the contrary, its possession of all other requisite 
properties being established, it is evident that the greater malleability of zinc 
would facilitate the shaping, boring and riveting of the plates. 

The attempt has already been made, and the result has realized tlie most 
sanguine expectations of the parties interested. The square rigged schooner 
Comte Lehon, built of zinc, was launched, in 1854, from M. Guibert's dock
yard, at Nantes, and made a first and successful voyage to Rio de Janeiro, 
whence she sailed for Marseilles, and is now a regular trader. 

The zinc plates used in this instance are of No. 8 wire gauge (correspond
ing to No. 30 zinc gauge); they overlay each other one inch, and are riveted 
with wrought zinc rivets, 1 1-4 inch apart. 

A zinc vesse~ while it is hardly inferior in strength to one of iron, has 
over the latter many advantages: 

1. It will cause no deviation of the compass. 
2. The plates not being liable to corrotle or rust, do not require painting. 
3. In ordinary cases of collision, while iron would in all probability crack 

or break, causing a leakage in the vessel, zinc would yield and bend without 
endangering the safety of the vessel and hands, or interrupting her course. 

4. In the event of stranding near shore, and in a position and under cir
cumstances allowing salrnge, the zinc hull might be cut or sawed in pieces, 
having a real value, while the iron hull would be abandoned a.s worthless. 
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QUARRIES AND CLAYS. 

~;r4-&.;::,F TA~LA7EGA. ~IA.:IlLE. QU.A.RRIH· n~ 
11-~ or J., Mh.111 0 Jfit0 ,tz O] ,. ~ # - -~,, 

At tI1e present moment, when property in your county is about to be 
greatly enhanced by the conveniences consequent upon the proximity of a 
railroad, and when the utility and furtherance of the pl'(\jeet may be depend
ent upon the existence of those resour~es, "·hich it is intended to develope, ! 
a few remarks upon the marble quarries of Talladega county, can scarcely ' 
be unwelcome to those who take an interest in the mineral productions of 
your State. It is with this impression at least, that I beg to tender the fol
lowing brief observations, since some time must necessarily elapse before 
the reports upon the geology of the State can be laid before the public. 

Those quarries which were in operation, when I examined them, are Mr. 
Taylor's, Dr. Gant's, Mr. Nix's, and that of Messrs. Alex. Herd and Brothers. 
'C'nfortunately I have not at pre~ent my notes on Mr. Taylor's quarry with 
me, as the description of that, as well as of one of Dr. 11fcKensie, bas already 
been furnished in a previous report to Prof. Tuomey. The following remarks 
will therefore be confined to those of Mr. Nix :mcl of Messrs. Herd & Bros. 
Mr. Tuomey having in a published report already described Dr. Gant's. 

A few preliminary remarks on the general geology of the portion of the 
county alluded to, are necessary. The metamorphic rocJ;:s (i. e. the slates 
&c., in Hillibee, Randolph Co., Tallapoosa Co., and Coosa Co.), of Alabama, 
like all the rocks of the more northern Alleghanies and Blue Ridge, consists 
of vast parallel folds,-these mountain ranges being what German geologists 
termfalten-geltirge (fold mountains,) in contradistinction to those in which 
an anticlinal axis is observable, ancl in which the dip, the inclination of the 
strata, is opposite in the two sides of the ridge, as ·well as to those in which Ithe strata dip toward all pointq of the compass from one apex. This fact 
explains the phenomenon, observed throughout these eastern American moun
tui~s, that, wJth few, merely local exceptions only, the dip of all their consti r 

' ~ut1!1g ~ocks 1s the s.ame in direction, viz: S. E., varying only in the angle of 
mclmat10n. These immense folds were the result of the combined agency af 
the gradual cooling of our sphere in ages. past, and consequent contraction, 
and of great lateral pressure. The pecuhar position ( us will be seen here
after), and the o~en works of the marb~e qua;r\es necessarily afford admirable 
means for observmg ~acts connecte~ with this mteresting peculiarity. 

All who have raid any att~ntion to the marble quarries of Talladega 
county must have been struck with. the fact, that they seem to be confined to 
the immediate proximity of the metamorphic rocks, situated as it were in 
8: band of m:3-rbl~, which separates the.other lJmestones (for ~arble is a t~ue 

limestone ihfformg on1y from the ordmary limestone 1· b · f ffi · t


' · 1· h) f th n emg o su menhardness to receive po 1s rom e metamorphic rocks Tl · . 
to the metamorphic agencies, which converted the latte~ ks may ~e. owmg 
sent shape, having a1so exerted some influence upon the ro_c. 8 • to t_ e1r pre-

In aU the quarries named; with the exception onl f ailJommg limestone. 
the marble immediately underlies the talcose slat Yd. that of Messrs. Herd, 
forms the exception, a narrow stratum of •andste, an ~n the instance, which 
of quartz rock are the only intervening beds one an above this another 

A great variety is perceptible in the Tall~de · · 
to its intrinsic merits, and tae thickness of its b ~a m!ble, both with regard . 
the diverse marbles to distinct purposes uncl e ~- a 1fference thus adapting 
more perfect, according to the uses to wliich .t'fr}a mg. the one or the other 

The quarry of J. :M. N. B. Nix Es h 1 Is applied. · 
posed to speak, been in operation the 1onas, t tle t';o of which l have prog:s . t his quarry a fine section 
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has been laid bare, showing the postion of the marble aml that of the super
incumbent talcose slate. The colors of bis marble pass from blue to pure 
white, bu.t the most alrnndant seems to be that in which the two colors alter
nate with varying intensity. I am indebted to Mr. Nix for the statistics of 
bis works, with which he has had the kindness to furnish me, and, although 
they are only approximative, they may prove interesting to many of your 
readers. These works were commenced in 1850, and the npparent decrease 
in the number of hands after the first two years is owing to the fact that 
<lurin~ the years 1850 antl 1851 his hands were chiefly occupied in stripping 
the sml and clay from above the marble, antl in building. Hence, during those 
years, as well as the succeetling one, few hands were occupied at Lis dressing 
works. 

!'lo. of hands em.lNo. of hands employed inToos of irarbleYears. ployed in Quarry <lre,sing on the spot, and atQuarried. ing. Selma and Montgomery. 

1850 20 12. 100 
1851 . . 150 . 20 . . 12 
1852 . 150 . . 10 . 12 
1853 . 300 20 . 21 
1854 . 21. 400 20 

Total . 1100 

At present the same number of hands, as last year, are employed. When 
however, the railroad is completed, Mr. Nix informs me, that he proposes t~ 
increase bis force to one hundred hands, of which one half at least will be 
negroes, as tlieir labor and behavior is found to be preferable. A sixty-horse 
engine, besides the water-power, is employed in sawing the marble. This 
quarry is situated in the southern half of a section 36, township 20, range 4 
east, and is nine miles from the proposed hundred-mile station on the rnilroad. 
During the several years, in which this marble lrns been in use, its qualities 
have been amply tested, and it will, consequently, be unnecessary to dwell 
further upon its characteristics. 

The quarry of Messrs. Heru and Bros. in section 18, township 20, and 
range 5 east, and five miles from the lnmdred-mile station, has been but re
cently properly worked, though opened first in 1850, anu should by no means 
be mistaken for the one so long operated in by :Mr. George Herd, deceased, 
since the latter can in no point of true value compare with it. Its situation
a hill rising to perhaps fifty or sixty feet above the neighboring creek.-as 
"\"\'ell as the quality of the marble, has admirably adapted it to its present pur
poses. Not only is the beauty of this marble to be found in the purity of its 
coloring, but also in its peculiar liveliness. Indeed, I have not observed a 
single specimen at this locality, which presented that dead, plaster-of-Paris 
appearance, not unfreqnently seen elsewhere. Though white, of varying 
nuances or shades, is the universal color of the beds hitherto exposed, those 
bluish cloudings so common in Italian marble, and which are often desired, 
from the relief they afford to the else universal, dazzling white-are not 
uncommon. In no instance have I observed the parallel streaks of a darker 
color which give to some of the marbles in use the appearance of being 
weatlier-stained. This is not surprising, when we consi<ler that these strire 
are the result of minute, intercalated beds of talcose slate and that such im
purifications are scarcely ever met with in this quarry. The only stratum of tlie 
kind observable where the quarrying is at present carried on, is 8 feet 8 inches 
from the top of' the marble, and none other bas been met with beneath, al
though they have penetrated to a fully equal depth below it. The apparent 
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difon:n<;e of a specimc,n (Jf t11L~ marLle, lidd by the Fide of a 1,ie':'3 from Italy, 
wa~ ,,nly to Le n<Jticx,d in tlie greater compac~n~,s _ur finer gram uf the for. 
rnc-r Tbc:re i~ !1owever, a.n,,thn .,rreat want of i;m11lar1ty lietween the two. The 
It~Ii:,n rnarLI~ iJi n'1t ~tratified, w!tile all Alabama mar1Je is. Owing to thi3 
,,reat <lill'c.:rtnce tl1e latter is n<Jt adapted to statllilry purposes, for of cour;;e
it w<Jrks ta~ier on tlie Le,~ tlian un the edge. So r,rreat is this ine,1uality in 
Eorne i111,tanc,:,s that, as Mr. Nix informs me, a band who can work ten feet in 
a day's drilling un th<> \Jed, can only accornr,li!h two on the edge. All the 
lntter work n,,t effected Ly tlie Llahting, is therdore left to the saws. At 
:!,foi;i,rH. Herd's quarry the difforence between the bed and the edge is found to 
lJe ,o ~lig-ht, tliat tlie common workman is scarc:ely able to detect it, although 
n~ a watter of courHe, tl,e f!CUlptor's cl,isel would soon make even this trifling 
diiforc,nce awarent. It i;; ncverthek,i;s a circumstance, wl,ich will enhance the 
value uf tliiij marble for t1<Jlid work, such as columns, obelisks, &c. The i:,rreat 
l,arclneKK cJ( this m1.11·Lle i! anotl,er peculiarity, which it is necessary to men
ti<JD. That tl1iH is the ca,e is seen from tlie fact that, while other Talladega 
warl,foK enal,lo a band to drill as much a~ 2()(J incbes in a day with ease, 90 to 
100 in<:11(:8 seem to l,e the maximum at tl,is quarry. 

Tlw rather rninnto description !Jf 1Ieesrs. Herd's marble appears desirable, 
since thc:ir quarry has as yet furnished the market with but little of its rock. 
As tl,e owners, aided by long experience in the business, are energetically 
prosecuting their O[K!rations, nnd are now about to place an engine of thirty· 
five horse power on the 8pot, it is to be }toped that before long my remark 
will no longer be true. A rough estimate would indicate that about 3000 
cul,ic•, foct of the rock have, as yet, only been removed from that locality. 

:n,e price of the rnarl,leis, I understand, on tho spot, universally $2 per 
cubic f,,,,t, wben rough; $10 per feet dressed plain; or 75 cents roughly saw
td, 1•e.r ~'luare foot of two inch slabs, tl,ough when dressed the price for the 
sawe 1s _$2. We hope tl,at the proprietors will continue to benefit themselves 
n~~ tl1c1r customers Ly a continuance of the energy they have hitherto ex
h1l,1ted. 

OsoAR M. LIEBER. 

8llELL-MA.l!L IN MISBISSIPPI, 

, It hM already been pul,lislied in several papers of our State tl111t I have 
c1_iRcuvorcd ?n.lI!Y ~eulogical tour through the south-eastern co~nties of the
i\/l'.ll t[ ~liSSIHHl{l[•l, a .v~ry_ important and really incxhaustilJJe deposit offl H. •• iu l. The deposit 1s m the southern part of Clark county· I found it 

rst on ~he 11lnntntion of Gen. W. B. Trotter, in a deep gully with hi"'h and 
y,c,rpcn<licular bluffs, on Section 8, Township 10 Range 7 We~t aboutb20 feet 
m1<1er t110 surface cror•T it t · t' II 1,' , . ' 'f 1 , 'cl ' > ig ou m ue gu y. Ins really mvaluable deposit of 
,, 11r IH ov1 cnt1y a mom!.> f th 1, , (E . . .
is Ho 'well c1ovclo d . ti or o l e ert111ry . occne) Lime Format10n w lnch 
similar to the c/~~acm io/ortt i:enstorn part of our State. This formation is 
most cvi<lcntly • conet~ms t?rmatl1on of .the Secondary period, of which it is 

" mun 10n. t COllSIStS • 
1. Of a liard C11rbonnto of Lil h't 1. . .. 

ilmincnt7i fit for burning Quick-Lii~{e~r W 1 e 11nestone, m many localities 
2
8· (Olf an sfioft Alnrnin?nsclCnrbonnte ·of Lime, nn inferior kind of Marl and 

· mo 0, rocn-8an full f t t' l ' 
gonurul!y bettor thnn our o' So clor utry s 1ells and of a superior quality,

0
watiun of the Secondary p~/

1dan <ls oft.he upper and lower Cretaceous for
·heavy c1ny soils. 10 

, an emmently fit for a. Marl of Prairie and 
The d11po8it of fine Mnrl b . 

Sand of tl1e tortiiir Lim r~/1 °~0 1:1~ntion~cl, tokes the place of the Green 
tns of shells and tfioir fo~m m~tion, it consists to a large extent of the detri
Green-Sand is not confined t rnmatos, tho decayed Mollusks. This bed of 
cropping along tho bluff of ti~ i11!-· ?rotter's Jl,lnntation, I found it o.lso out
cality (~oc. 8 Township lO R nc ru,,~whny river, This l.,Juff is in that Jo

1 7, ange ' "est) very neo.rly 100 feet high; the 

http:i\/l'.ll
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Year, Msrcs. Year. Mares. 
1830 6,659 1842 82,840 3 
1831 5,997 184.3 69,199 6 
1832 32,774 3 1844 122,99-1 3 
1833 9-1,1-19 2 184-5 153,4--1-7 3 
1834 82,782 1 18-16 160,793 5 
1835 8-1,700 5 18-17 20-1,104 4 
1836 17,20-1 3 18-18 261,105 1 
1837 58,4-19 1 18-19 3-12,239 5 
1838 
1839 

63,615 4 
103,765 2 

1850 
1851 

387,019 '/'li 
353,719 

18-10 19,2-18 7 1852 . . 395,695 
1841 82,112 1 1853, 4 months, 117,468 

Total, 3,362,184 21 

THE PRICES OF ORES1 ETC. 

The price of copper ore of 20 per cent. is 15 reals per quintal, 
and decreases one real for each one per cent. down to ten and 
increases in the same proportion up to 25 per cent.; above' this 
the increase is 15! cts. per each one per cent. ' 

One of the most serious embarrassments of the miners is the 
lack of water, and the high price it consequently commands. 

'rhe remainder of the Report treats of several legal enact
ments relative to the mines, and passes to notice the general 
necessities of the province. These it is not necessary to enter 
upon in these pages. The inexhaustible character of the min
eral wealth of South America is wonderfully magnified in the 
mind by contemplating the active scenes in a single province 
of Chili. 

ART. V.-A SKETCH OF THE GEOLOGY OF THE STATE OF MIS
SISSIPPL-BY OscAR 11o~TGO.l1ERY LIEBER, LATE GEOLOGIST To THE STATE 

OF MrsSISSIPPI. /' - -;, -;-
'>~ €-«:-~"-<'~ d<-,:7 

IT is now very nearly three years since ~too Geologist 
to the State of Mississippi; for though ~e nominally As
sistant Professor of Geology at the .State University, the duties 
were entirely confined to the geoJogical surve_y. M~ connect~on 
with this office was somewhat bnef; for, findmg var10us special• 
ities exerting an irksome ~nfluence on my~elf as well as the sur
vey I resi.,.ned after having been occupied for seven months 
on.1,' so th~t my examinations could b~_be_of a cursory nature. 
Noi~ithstanding this, as 4(e~te~my survej,lov:r t~e whole 
St te ornittine1 on1y the entirely ummportant portion, rn order 
t~,.be able to decide in what part of the State s~cial . 
. tictatio£~ would be most necessary,ikshalJ,.,~@-.Qbl(to give ~-t#<-'< {< 11_-L 

Omves t general view of the o·eology of that State, Which was at A-~/---~~<"~
very correc o _ 

mailto:necessary,ikshalJ,.,~@-.Qbl(to
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the time the extreme.tboundary of proper geo.1o~ic~1 inspection. 
~tam rather late 4n making this re_p~rt, but st11l 1t 1s better t~an 
to allow the whole to pass into. obJ1v10n; for no report of n:me 
was printed, and hence, there ts little known of the_ g:olog:cal 
features of Mississippi. It may appe~r strange that th!s ar~1cle 
has been tendered to the Editors of this valuable Magazme, srnce 
mining, except possibly for _coal, will scarcely find a_ fiel? in _that 
State as the carboniferous limestone, or possibly a Silurian lime
stone' is the oldest formation to be found; but the subject is of 
sufficient interest, I believe, to merit its insertion,>J,-.1.,· ,;,,, /,

Before proceeding to the report _itself iI W:OtttG.,..remark, that 
my investigations tally accur~tely with my esteemed and v~l:ied 
friend Professor :M. Tuomey s report of Alabama, dovetailing, 
if I m~y be permitted to use the term, in every respect into his; 
while this is by no means the case with regard to Dr. Troost's 
reports and map of Tennessee. In my opinion, the survey by 
the latter has created a very incorrect opinion of the geology of 
our South-western States. In his map we fincl almost the whole 
western half of Tennessee occupied by the cretaceous rocks, with 
no tertiary or alluvium whatsoever. In Mississippi there is no 
outcrop of the cretaceous in the northern portion of the State 
west o_f the eastern portion of Tippah, and, surely, geological 
f?~mations can~ot be supposed to take their course from the po· 
ht1cal boun~anes of States! Dr. Troost may have discovered 
cre~aceous hmest~ne beneath the tertiary deposits in deep exca
vations or Artesian wells; but this does not afford sufficient 
grounds fo~ omitting the superincumbent rocks in his map; for 
then we might place New Orleans on the cretaceous because in 
boring an Artesian. well in. that city recently, they are said to 
have penetrate_d this form~t10n. Dr. Troost was, doubtless, mis
le~ by the f~ct that all this northern portion of the tertiary con
tams no fossils-at l.eas~ I was unable to discover any-and he 
may have regarded it as a recent accumulation of clay and sand, 
and, as su~h, may have thought it not worth while to allow it a 
place on his map. it.,;,

Js~fll commen~ ~report with the older rocks and then 
gra/a Y p~oceed ~- those of a more recent geological date, 
u?fiti we a:rive at th~ alluvial deposits which form such a macr-f 
lll cent s01! for the 1tnsu bl · ho ·"e h f . rpassa e cotton plantat10ns alonrr t er

0great 1at er o rivers." 
The carboniferous limest "bl . . . ,

is the mo t · k one, or, possi y, a S1lunan limestone, 
this limes~o~~cdent roe in the Stat~. There is an outcrop of 
amincro wh ~e. south-e~st of Jacmto, the county seat of Tish· 
nately 'r ere 1 1i1 quarried for technical purposes. U nfortu
enabled m:a.:o dn~ e ~o p~ocure any fossils which might have 
rock. and as I e ermme t e exact geological position of this 
after~ard.s°"I c/~op~sdd to make_ more accnrate investigations 

' n en e myself with a cursory examination of 
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such places at the time.. Judging from th.e ~ature of contiguous 
rocks, I should not hesitate to say that th1S 1s re?l1Y the c~rb?n· 
iferous limestone, and that the first outcrop of the S1lun~n 
group which spreads so extensively over North Alabama, will 
be fo~nd further east and beyond the Alabama line. 

The millstone rrrit has several outcrops, north-west, west, and 
south of the lime~tone just mentioned. Most of them are. in 
Tishaminrro but some also in Itawamba county, the rocks bemg 
visible at the surface even at a considerable distance south of 
Fulton, the Court-house of that countr This outcrop I did not 
observe myself. but at the boundary lme between the two coun· 
ties, at Mackey's Creek, I saw this rock, and in such grand 
masses that it could not be mistaken by one who had just had the 
pleasure of enjoying a geological trip through North Alabama. 
rrhe hurre blocks of this rock are scattered along the bed of the 
creek; ~nd thus the rushing water forms here and there beautiful 
cascades, and gives rise to the liveliest scenery of the kind in the 
State. , 

The coal measures have not yet been discovered in Missis
sippi, and I may pride myself on having been the first to call 
attention to their probable existence. It is impossible to say, 
without entering upon a more minute examination than I was 
able to do at the time, and perhaps even making use of borings, 
whether true coal may be found in Mississippi. The bearings, 
and the nature of the adjacent rocks-the millstone grit on the 
east, and the cretaceous deposits on the west-certainly prove to 
every geologist, that here coal may -be expected to occur; but, 
as this part of the country is entirely covered by the continua
tion of that tertiary deposit which appears in Alabama, north of 
the cretaceous rocks, there is no surface evidence to prove 
whether or not the coal has given out at this point.* I drew 
the attention of the inhabitants of that part of Mississippi to the 
fact,; !:mt, ~a-:in~ r?turned to South Carolina after resigning my 
office m M1ss1Ss1pp1, I have been unable to ascertain whether 
my observations led to any useful results. 

The older cretaceous, the green-sand, appears quite exten
sively, commencing at about the middle of Tishamingo, running 
~lmost due north and south through that county; on the one 
side passing into Tennessee, on the other into Itawamba county 
where, however, it soon disappears under the tertiary, but must 
continue its course along the newer cretaceous to Alabama, 

* I nm particular in making this statement, partly because it is almost 
the only point of i~tcrest in the State for a mining periodical, partly be
cause my rei:iorts, berng ordered to pass through the hands of another officer, 
were so mutilated that, when read to the trustees of the Universit,·, I was 
1:11ad~ to say, that !lo con! could p~ssibly be expected in Mississippi, although 
it m1glit be found in Alabama, which every child in geolocry knows to be one 
of the richest coal States in the Union. 

0 
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where it forms a northern fringe along the cretaceous li:mes_to_ne, 
runninO' east and west through the State. Gentlemen res1drng 
in this° portion of Mississippi informed me that they had dis· 
covered th.evaluable fertilizing qualities of the green-sand, and 
were using it in' gardens, though, I believe, they had not ex· 
tended its use to their fields, which, however, I urged them 
to do. 

The cretaceous limestone, vulgarly termed the "rotten li1;1e· 
stone," the rock of the prairies, embraces a very la_rg~ rort~~n 
of Mississippi; commencing in Tennessee, it enters M1ss1ss1pp1 m 
the north-eastern corner of Tippah county and the north-west· 
ern one of Tishamingo, and gradually widens towards the south, 
when it makes a curve and enters Alabama. The eastern bound· 
ary line in the county of Tishamingo is synonymous with the 
western margin of the green-sand, which is also the case in north· 
ern Itawamba. In the southern part of this county, where the 
green-sand is not visible, we find it adhering pretty closely to 
the banks of the Tombigbee, along which it passes through the 
counties of Monroe and Lowndes, and enters into Alabama east 
of Columbus. ' The western boundary of the prairie limestone 
takes a south-western course through Tippah, omits only a very 
small portion of Pontotoc and Chickasaw counties, grazes Yal· 
labusha, divides Choctaw almost in the centre, includes nearly 
the whole of \Vinston and Kemper, a small angle of Neshoba, 
and a considerable portion of Lauderdale. The greatest breadth 
of this formation is between Choctaw and Lowndes counties. It 
is the richest in fossils in the State, if we take it in the aggregate; 
exo9yra,.. costata, and gr~yphcea mutabilis, being the .most com· 
mon. It furnishes some of the richest soils in the State, always, 
excepting the alluvium of the Mississippi. 

Of the tertiary there are two different fields; the one west of 
the cretaceous is, however, infinitely the most extensive, and 
embraces an area greater than all the other formations together. 
It stretches from 'l'ennessee down to the coast of the Gulf of 
Mexico, and, in the southern portion of the State, extends from 
the Mississippi river to the Alabama line except where alono

. h . ' ' 0the l'lver, t e alluvmm encroaches upon it. The fossiliferous 
portion o~ this vast deposit seems to l;>e confined to the bluffs 
n_ea_r the river; and I have been unable to obtain a solitary fos
sil m the northern parts; still, the similitude between all these 
deposits a~d ~hose of the far-famed localit_y of Vicksburg, as well 
as ~be maJ0:1ty of Soutb~rn tertiary rocks, leave no doubt of 
their geological date, ~or is th~re any intermission, any material 
change, nor any other mtervemng formation. Ferruginous clays 
of a yellowish color seem to predominate· tbouO'h towards the 
south! ther~ is a vast ext~nt of sandy pine 'region~ 'In the north, 
especially m the co~nt1es of Marshall, 'l'ippah, and Lafayette, 
we find a very extensive and heavy deposit of a pure white pipe· 
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clay. In some places it arrives at the immense thickness of 
seventy feet, but thins out towards the east. In this, or in close 
proximity with it, we find lignite, in more or less conspicuous 
quantities, and of a very dark color, so that it is not surprising 
that it should have been looked upon as veritable coal by those 
ignorant of geological facts and dates. In Attala county, at a 
place called Rockport, north-east of Kosciusko, we :find a very 
substantial and firm tertiary sand-rock-a very fine-grained con· 
glomernte, which differs considerably from the majority of the 
sand-rocks of this period, being far less loose in its construction. 
Nevertheless, from its position there is no possibility of its be
longing to a. more n.ncient formation. 

Along the boundary of the tertiary, in Tunica county, I ob
served a very remarkable geo
logical phenomenon .. For about 
one to two hundred feet from 
the precipice there occur im
mense basins of greater depth 
than width in most cases, a.nd 
,vith almost perpendicular sides, 
a narrow, and very even and 
regular ridge running round 

them, so that the whole presents the appearance of a gigantic 
honeycomb. Some of these I roughly estimate as over a hun
dred feet deep. I can only account for . the excavations by 
the water, which might accumulate in slight depressions, find
inO' or makinO' subterranean channels, like those represented 
in°the fkure throuO'h which gradually the earth wn.s carried 

o ' o .h . d " A" halong. In the figure, "T" represents t e tertiary, an t e 
alluvium. 
. The alluvium of the Mississippi river covers a very large ex

tent of country, the chief bulk of which, in. the ~tat.e we are 
discussing, lies in the northern half, and ?o~s1~ts .rnnc1pally of 

· land bounded on the west by the M1ss1ss1pp1, on the northbn ~t~ Y~zoo Pass, on the east by the Tallahatchee and one '?fits 
Y.b t ·es and on the south-west and south by the Yazoo river. 

tn u ar1 , . T . ( 1 , · 1 ) C ~Lbrnces tl1e counties of umca a most entire y , ouuo·Th.
1s ern " · . d I 'I'l 11 

B l. Sunflower "\Vashnwton an sscquena. 1e a Ll· ma o l var, ' o . , . 1 d d . 1 d · ' h er extends bevond this 1s an , an - m.c u es a porv1urn owev , · J y d ur h 
· 'f Tallabatchee, Carroll, llolmes, azo?, an H arren, w. ere 


t10n o h rn alluvium is bounded by a pemnsula of the tertiary, 

the. nort e a bluff at Vicksburg. Then we have t?ree. smaller 

wh1~b formfs h 11 1· nl deposits. the first commencmg Ill \Var

rt1ons o t e a nv " ' · · h d po h f VicksburO' and ending m Claiborne; ~ e seeon 
ren,. so~t o Rodn~' bluff; in Jefferson, and endmg at the 
begrnnmg aktiieAd ms!the third commencing south of Natc~ez, 
Natchez blu , rn a ' t' n of \Vilkinson and thence passmg 
embracing the greater por 10 . , 

into Louisiana. 
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The mineral wealth of 1Iississippi is confined to the possible 
existence of coal. Iron is there also, but not in sufficient quan
tities for practical purposes. Lead ore, in the shape of rich sul
phuret, has been found; but with regard to this, I may refer to 
the same appearance of the metal all over our Southern States, 
where it is constantly met with in portions of the country where 
it is geologically impossible that it should naturally exist. Pro
fessor Tuomey, in his "First Biennial Report on the Geology of 
Alabama," page 43, makes the following remarks under the head 
of" lead ore:"-" Fragments of sulphuret of lead, or gal~na_, are 
scattered throughout the State in a manner that would md1cate 
some common origin. Had they been confined to the region of 
the Silurian or carboniferous limestones, one might refer them to 
the ruins of veins of this ore that are often found in these rocks; 
but they are equa1Iy abundant where this is impossible. I have 
specimens picked up on the surface of the coal measures, and 

1f 
others from Clarke county, where no such veins can occur. 
Pieces of considerable size are found in the vicinity of Indian 
mounds; and the belief is induced that the position of these scat• . 
tered fragments may be traced to Indian origin.'' In a note, on , 
the same page, he observes:-" All States from which Indians . 
have recently departed have legends of lead and silver mines, i 

that were known to, but afterwards hidden by them; and the · 

tenacity with which these are believed and retained is truly sur· 

prising. Journeys have been undertaken to the West to ascer

tain the position of these mines, but hitherto without success. 

The Indians, being no geologists, located the mines-in the cases 

that have c?me t? my notice-in the most unpromising positio~s· 1 

The men with mmeral rods have been industrious] y on the trail. 

I must do t~eII: the j~stice to say, that where they"in<lica~ed the , 

P:esence of mmeral, the excavation was neither expensive n?r I 


1difficult. The one I last saw was in an- Indian mound, on Vil· 
lage Creek, where the miners had reached within one foot of the I 
vein t" A hasty glance at the map .will show that lead can only 

1 

occur in a very small portion of the State. 
:Mississippi will never be essentiall_v other than an agricul

tural State, and _as such it takes precedence over most other 
States of the U mon, and produces, in various places, a greater 
amount of cotton than can ever be made in older States. 'I'he 
ric~es~ soil is undoubtedly the alluvium. But of it we have two 
varieties, as already mentioned an older and a newer one. The 
former is of a more bluish c~lor, while the latter is of a deep 
chocolate ?r~wn, an<l for agricultural purposes the best. This, 
as a rule, is iound nearer the river than the former. Next in 
value, as arab'.e land, we have some of the superficial deposits 
above the tertiary-as near Vicksburg; but the surface consists 
of smal_l, _but very abrupt hills, so that the soil soon washes away. 
The original growth is cane, pecan, and ash. At one time this 
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CONTINENTA.L MINING C::OMPA.NY. 

The following Board of Directors and Officers were elected by Continental 
Mining Company, on June 13th:- ~ 
. Samuel W. Hill, Horatio Bigelow, A. JI. Hanchett, W. F. Roelosson, E. P. 

1,Ior"'an J. Venen Brown, and C. T. Harvey, Directors. Samuel \V. Hill, 
Pre~de~t and General Superintendent. Horatio Bigelow, Secretary and 
Treasurer. 

EMPIRE MINING COllPANY. 

The following persons were elected Directors of said Company, on 
June 13th:

Samuel F. Tracy, C. J. Stedman, D. Bethune Duffield, Sylvester Larned, 
and J. Venen Brown, Directors. Samnel F. Tracy, President. J. Yenen 
Brown, Secretary and Treasurer. 

RIPLEY COPPER COMPANY, 

At the ann]lal meeting of the stockholders of this Company, held at the 
Treasurer's office, Boston, May 17th, the following Board of Directors were 
unanimously elected:

Henry Weld J<'ullcr, of Boston; Stephen Ball, A. W. Spencer, Horatio 
Bigelow, and II. J. Bukley, of Detroit, Michigan. At a subsequent meeting 
of the Directors, II. Weld Fuller was re-elected President ; II. Bigelow Sec
retary and Treasurer. 

HOWARD MINING COMPANY. 

At the annual meeting of this Company, held at their office, in Boston, 
June 5th, the following Board of Directors were unanimously elected:

William S. Thatcher, of Boston ; Benjamin F. Hallet, Benjamin Howard, 
Aaron Hobart, Jr., William E. Coffen, Edward F. Adams, and Luther \V. 
Clarke, of l\Iichigan. At a subsequent meeting of the Directors, \V, S. 
Thatcher was chosen President, and Edward F. Adams Secretary and Treas
urer. The stock is divided into 20,000 shares, the subscription price to which 
was $2.50 per share. 

NEW ENGLAND COP.PEit CO)IPANY. 

The annual meeting of the stockholders was held at the office of the 
Company, Nos. 9 and 11 Kilby street, Boston, June 5, when the following 
list of Directors was unanimously elected :

G. P. Loring, of Boston; James W. Stone, William G. Howe David Per
kins, George S. Harris, Alvin Smith, of Enfield; Luther W. ClaAe of Mich
igan. At a subsequent meeting of the Directors G. P. Lorin"' w~s elected 
President, and G. S. Harris Secretary and Treasur~r. 

0 

CLARK MINING C031PANY, 

The following Directors were unanimously ~lc~ted at the annual meeting, 
hold at the Treasurer's office, in Boston, June 7th :

John T. Heard, of Bo~to:1; Henry Mellus, J. W. Clark, II. Bigelow, an.d 
\Valter A. Northup, of M1ch1gan. At a subsequent meetino- of the Directors 
John T. Heard was chosen President, and Horatio Ili""el~w Secretary and 
Treasurer. 0 
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REMARKS, &c. 

I. 	.11.n Historical Essay on the Laws and tlie Government of 
Rome; Designed as an Introduction to tlte Study of the 
Civil Law. Svo. pp, 298. Cambridge, [Eng.] 1827. 

2. 	Precis Jlistorique d11 Droit Romain, depuis Romulus 
jus~u'a' nos jours, o/C,; or, ,/In Historical Summary of the 
Roman Law, from Romulus to our own time. By l\Ir. 
DuP1N, Advocate in.the Royal Court at Paris. 18mo. 
pp. x. and 106. 4th edition. Paris. 1822. 

THE civil law, or, to adopt the language of Sir William 
Jones, 'the decisions of 'the old Roman lawyers, collected and 
arranged in the sixth century by the order of Justinian, have 
been for ages, and in some degree still are, in bad · odor 
among Englishmen;' which, he adds, 'is an honest prejudice, 
and flows from a laudable source ; but a prejudice most cer
tainly it is, and, like all others, may be carried to a culpable 
excess.' (a) This hostility to the Roman law is generally, as
cribed by historians and lawyers to the spirit of liberty, which 
has been so conspicuous in the English nation, and to their 
detestation of the arbitrary maxims of a code, whose funda
mental principle was, that 'the will of the prince had the force 
of law.' Blackstone is of opinion, that the common law, how
ever" compounded, or from whatever fountains derived, having 
subsisted immemorially in the kingdom and survived the rude 
shock of the Norman conquest, had become endeared to the 
nation; but being only handed down by tradition, and not 
committed to writing, 'was not so heartily relished by the for
eign clergy, who came over in shoals during the reign of the 
Conqueror and his two sons, and were utter strangers to our 
constitution as well as our language.' The accidental disco~ 
very of Justinian's Pandects at Amalfi, he adds, had neal'ly 
completed the ruin of the common law; for this circumstance 
brought the civil law into vogue all over the west of Europe, 
and that law became 'the favorite of the popislt clergy, who 
borrowed the method and many of the maxims of the canon 
law from this original.' (b) The Norman kings, too, according 
to Sir John Fortescue, found the constitutional maxims of the 

(a) Law ofBailments, p. l!I. (b) 1 Dlack. Com. 17. 
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civil law so congenial to-their notions of sovereignty, that they 
exerted themselves to introduce that law into the government 
of England; (a) but this was so odious to our.' sturdy' Eng
lish ancestors, that, according to John of Salisbury, 'they 
burned and tore all such books of civil and canon law as fell 
into their hands.' (b) 

But, although the monkish clergy, devoted as they were to 
the will of a foreign primate, (Theobald, a Norman abbot, 
made archbishop of Canterbury,) received the civil law with 
eagerness, yet the laity, who were more interested to preserve 
the old-constitution, and had already severely felt the effect of 
many Norman innovations, continued wedded to the use of 
the common law; and, in coincidence with this feeling, even 
one of the kings, Stephen, forbade by proclamation 'the study 
of the laws then newly imported from Italy,' which the pri
mate above named had attempted to make a part of the stu
dies at Oxford. This proclamation of king Stephen, we are 
told by historians, was treated by the monks as a piece of 
impiety; and, though it might prevent the introduction of the 
civil law process into the English courts of justice, yet did not 
hinper the clergy from reading and teaching it in their own 
schools and monasteries. The nation thus became divided 
into two parties; the ecclesiastics, of whom many were for
eigners, applied themselves to the civil and canon laws; while 
the laity, both nobles and commoners, adhered with equal 
pertinacity to the old common law; both of them, as Black
stone observes, 'reciprocally jealous of what they were unac
quainted with, and neither of them, perhaps, allowing the 
opposite system the real merit which is abundantly to be found 
in each.' ( c) 

The same jealousy of the Roman law prevailed above a 
ce.ntury after the period last mentioned; when, in the reign of 
Richard II., the nobility, with a sturdiness surpassing even 
that of their sturdy ancestors, declared, · ( as Blackstone re
marks) with a kind of prophetic spirit, that 'the realm of Eng
land hath never been unto this hour, neither by the consent of 
our lord the king and the lords of parliament shall it ever be, 
ruled or governed by the civil law.' (d) 

Indeed, so much of this hostile spirit has remained in the 
land of our ancestors, that even so lately as the reign of the 

(a) Fortescue De Laud. Leg. Angl. c. 33, 34. 
(b) See Jones on Bailments, p. 13. (c) 1 Black, Com. 19. (d) Ibid. 
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last king, in the ever-memorable attack made upon his lord 
chief justice Mansfield by the unsparing pen of Junius, which 
seared as it went, a partiality for the civil law was prominently 
set out as one of the severest reproaches against that distin
guished judge : 'In contempt or ignorarice of the common 
law of England,' says Junius, in the spirit of an old English 
baron, and with that severity and boldness which felt no awe 
in assailing either the highest law officer or the sovereign:. who 
appoinfod him, 'you have made it your study to introduce into 
the court where you preside maxims ofjurisprudence unknown 
to Englishmen ; tlie Roman code, the law of nations, and the 
opinion of foreign civilians are your perpetual theme; but who 
ever heard you mention l\Iagna Charta or the Bill of Rights 
with approbation or respect ? By such treacherous arts the 
noble simplicity and free spirit of our Saxon laws were first 
corrupted. The Roman conquest was not complete until Nor
man lawyers had introduced their laws and reduced slavery to 
a system. This one leading principle directs your interpreta.;
tion of the laws.' (a) 

Exceptions, indeed, there have been to this state of fee!ing 
even during the period just mentioned. In that well written 
work called Eunomus, which we are inclined to think is not 
so· much read at the present day as it deserves to be in the 
course of our legal studies, it is candidly admitted, though in 
cautious terms, that the civil law, 'in due subordination, de
serves on many accounts to be studied by the professors of 
our own. The law of England often borrows the rules of the 
civil law in the construction of wills and trusts; the latter was 
the offspring of the civil law, and both are treated by it with 
great precision and exactness. Our law, too, has perhaps bor
rowed, at least agrees with the civil law in many other partic
ulars.'(b) These remarks, in our judgment, need not have 
been made in so guarded language; we think it may be said, 
without such qualifications, that a great part of what we fa
miliarly denominate 'common law' is ' borrowed' from the 
Roman code. It is true, indeed, that certain fundamental 
principles are recognised alike in all codes-as well in the In
stitutes of Menu as of Justinian. But when we find in the 
common law the same body of principles regulating the merely 
conventional rights of property, similar rules of evidence, and 

( a) Lett. 41. (b) Eunomus, Dialog. I.§ 18. 
2 
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even matters of practice, handed down to us in the language 
of the Roman law, we cannot hesitate in pronouncing the 
former to be derived from the latter. In proof of this, it would 
be sufficient to refer to that 'best of our juridical classics,' 
Bracton, whose work follows the civil law so closely, that some 
writers without much examination have discarded it from 
among the common law authorities. Yet, as Sir William 
Jones remarks, though Ilracton had been a civilian, he was 
'a great common lawyer, and never, I believe, adopted the 
rules and expressions of the Romans, except when they coin
cided with the laws of England in his time.' (a) It is true, 
indeed, that in the well known case of Stowell v. Lord Zouch, 
in Plowden's Reports, (b) it is said, by counsel, that' Bracton 
and Glanvil are not authors in our law;' and the counsel adds, 
in respect to the former, in language which now excites a 
smile, that he cited Bracton ' as an ornament to discourse 
where he agrees with the law,' and 'for consonancy and order 
where he agrees with better authorities; '-a character of him 
which that profound juridical antiquary, Selden, pronounces 
to be founded in gross error, notwithstanding some great men 
have adopted it, ( c) Lord Hale, too, s~ys of Ilracton's work, 
'The book itself in the beginning seems to borrow its method 
from the civil law; but the greatest part of the substance is 
either from the course of proceedings in the law, known to 
the author, or of resolutions and decisions in the Court of 
King's Bench and Common Bench, and before justices itine
rant.' ( d) This authority fully supports the character given 

.of Bracton by Sir William Jones, and justifies the remarks of 
]\fr. Reeves, that 'Bracton was deservedly looked up to as 
the first source of legal knowledge, even so low down as the days 
of Lord Coke, who seems to have made this author his guide in 
all his inquiries into the foundation of our law;' ( e) a very ex
traordinary guide for Lord Coke to select, if, as the counsel 
in Plowden contended, Bracton was not to be cited as an· 
authority in our law, but only ' as an ornament to discourse/ 

To the proofs of the affinity of the Roman law and our own 
we might, after the example of some distinguished writers, 
add even the much boasted trial by jury. This mode of trial 
has been shown, with a high degree of evidence as we think, 

(a) J~nes on Bailments, 75. (b) Plowd. 357. 
(c) D1ssertat. ad: Fletam, c. I. (d) Hale's Hist, Com. Law, ch. 7, p, 150. 
(e) 2 Reeves' Hist. Eng. Law, 89, 
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by that very learned antiquary, Dr. Pettingal, to be substan
tially derived from the Romans, who also had themselves re
ceived it from the Greeks. (a) Such a mass of evidence is 
to be found on this subject by those who will take the pains 
to examine the question, that Sir William Jones, whose schol
arship and legal knowledge eminently qualified him to judge 
in the case, and who had arrived at the same conclusion with 
the author here cited, expresses himself in the following strong 
terms: 'I have always been of opinion with the learned anti
quary, Dr. Pettingal, that they [the judges at Athens] might 
with propriety be called jurymen; and that the Athenian juries 
differed from ours in very few particulars.' ( b) As this, how
ever, is a different view of the origin of juries from that which 
has been handed down in our elementary books, we here sub
join an extract from Dr. Pettingal's preface; intending to recur 
to this subject on some future occasion: 

'This kind of judicial process was first introduced into the 
Athenian polity by Solon; and thence copied into the Roman 
republic, as probable means of procuring just judgment and pro
tecting the lower people frmn the oppression or arbitrary decisions of
their superiors. When the Romans were settled in Britain, as a 
province, they carried with them their Jura and Instituta, their 
Laws and Customs; which was a practice essential to all colonies; 
hence the Britons, and other countries, of Germany and Gaul, 
learned from them the Roman laws and customs; and upon the 
irruption of the Northern nations into the Southern kingdoms of 
Europe, the laws and instifutions of the Romans remained when 
the power that introduced them was withdrawn. And Montes
quieu tells us, that under the first race of kings in France, about 
the fifth century, the Romans that remained, and the Burgundi
ans, their new masters, lived together under the same Roman 
l.aws and police, and particularly the same forms of judicature. 
Esprit des Lois, Ziv. xxx. ch. 11. How reasonable then is it to 
conclude, that in the Roman courts of judicature, continued 

.among the Burgundians, the form of a jury remained in the same 
state it was used at Rome. It is certain, l\Iontesquieu speaking 
of those times mentions the Paires or Hommes de Fief, homagers 
or peers, which in the same chapter he calls juges, judges or 
jurymen. So that we hence see how at that time the Hommes 
de Fief, or Men of the Fief, were called Peers, and those peers 

(a) Pettingal's Inquiry into the Use 'and Practice of Juries among the 
. Greeks and Romans. 1769. 

(b) Jones's Speeches of Isreus, Prefatol'y Disc. p. 25. 
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were juges, or jurymen. These were the same as are called in 
the Laws of the· Confessor Pers de la Tenure, the Peers of the 
Tenure, or Hom agers, out of whom the jury of Peers _were chose, 
to· try a matter in dispute bet~veen the lord and ~1s t~na~t, or 
any other point of controversy m the manor. So hkew1se m all 
other parts of Europe, where the Roman colonies had been, the 
Goths succeeding them continued to make use of the same laws 
and institutions which thev found to be established there by the 
first conquerors.' • 

The learned author justly adds, 
'This is a much more natural way of accounting for the origin ofa 
jury in Europe than having recourse to the fabulous story of ,vo
den and his savage Scythian companions, as the first introducers 
of so humane and beneficent an institution.' 

Feeling the force of the facts above stated, and of the oc
casional examinations of original authorities which we have 
been able to make, we cannot but entertain a strong conviction 
that a very large portion of our common law, perhaps nearly 
all, except the law of real estate, is derived from that very 
Roman law, which has for ages been the subject of so much 
jealousy in England, and to which English lawyers have been 
so reluctant in acknowledging their obligations. And, under 
this conviction, we have sometimes been quite as much amused 
by the vehemence of a certain class of professional authors 
who have exhausted their lilliputian artillery in trying to batter 
down the venerable fabric of the common law, which they have 
suppos~d, and very honestly we have no doubt, to be wholly 
of barbarous origin and therefore of little worth, as we liave 
at other times by the equally conspicuous enthusiasm of their 
adversaries, who with about the same justice have poured out 
their idolatry to their supposed native English law, with what 
the caustic Gibbon too harshly calls 'that blind and partial rev
erence which the lawyers of every country defight to bestow 
on their municipal institutions.'(a) 

But the prejudices which once existed against the civil law· 
are fast wearing away in England. In our country it can 
hardly be said that the effects of them are felt. We have 
hitherto been so much of a business nation, that we have con
tente? ourselves with discussing and settling the rules by which 
the rights of property and persons were to be regulated, with
out having found leisure to inquire, whether those rules origin
ated among the uncultivated natives or the civilized conquerors 

(a) Decline and Fall, ch. 44. 
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of our mother country. Our situation has in this respect been 
favorable; we can now take up the study of the civil law, as 
a wonderful repository of human reason, with as much im
partiality as we could the Institutes of l\Ienu or of Confucius, if 
they were equally useful to us in the study of our own juris
prudence. 

The study of the Roman code has, within the last half cen
tury received a fresh impulse even in Europe, where we could 
hardly have expected that any department of it had left room 
for new investigations. This impulse is in a considerable 
degree to be ascribed to the writings of the eminent German 
jurist, Hugo, who, in the year 1780, was made professor of 
law at the university of Gottingen ( where we believe he still 
remains) when he was only twenty-four years of age. He 
immediately projected a general reform in the method of study, 
and changed the common scholastic mode for one which was 
more lucid and founded upon the more solid bases of philolo
gy, history, and sound philosophy. He then composed ele
mentary books to be used at his lectures; and commenced the 
publication of his Civilistisches .711agazin, or Magazine of Civil 
Law, which contained interesting treatises on different topics 
of jurisprudence. Among other things, it is not an uninter
esting fact to professional and other readers, to know, that in 
aid of his proposed improvement he translated into German, 
the celebrated 44th chapter of Gibbon's Roman History, 
which contains the well known historical sketch of the Roman 
Law; a work which some of the continental writers have, 
though in too strong terms we think, pronounced to be more 
profound than the treatises of Gravina, Reineccius, or Bach. 
But Hugo undoubtedly perceived the insufficiency of Gibbon's 
sketch for a professional reader, however well suited to a 
general scholar; for he afterwards wrote a history of the Ro
man law himself; and this, as might be expected, was soon 

· preferred to that of Gibbon; he adopted in it, however, that 
writer's divisions of the subject. 

The example of professor Hugo was soon followed. At 
the close of the last century M. de Savigny made himself 
known by a work upon the Law of Possession, according to 
the Roman code; which placed him in the first rank of jurists. 
He was appointed professor of law at Landshut, in 1808; and 
in 1810 was transferred to the University of Berlin, where he 
is now in the full enjoyment of the honors and rewards to 
which his genius and learning entitle him. 
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During the period now under consideration the constitution 
and laws of the German empire were much shaken by the 
power of France, and a portion of the German states annexed 
to that kin()"dom. The new French Code was, of course, to 
be extend~d to that new territory of France. This event 
brought that celebrated code under the notice of the German 
civilians, and led to much discussion and frequent compari
sons of its provisions with the existing laws of the German 
states. Some jurists of the very first rank became desirous of 
making a general reform in the legislation of Germany. Among 
these was l\f. Thibaut, who was desirous of having a civil code 
applicable to all the states, of the Germanic confederation ; 
while others would have had distinct codes for each state. 
This difference of opinion produced a controversy. l\I. de 
Savigny wrote against the scheme of a general code; con
tending, that we ought not to take away from a people the laws 
which had been formed by their national habits and usages 
and modified by the spirit of successive ages; that a system of_ 
laws slowly matured by enlightened jurists, was always to be 
preferred to a new body of legislation, formed, as it were, at 
a single casting. He supported himself by the evidence of 
history as to the formation of the Roman law, which attained 
to its highest perfection in the age of Papinian, Paul, and Ul
pian; a period, when there was a very small number of posi
tive laws. These doctrines of Savigny met with much oppo
sition; and his opinion, 'that our age was incapable of pro
ducing a good system of legislation,' gave great unpopularity 
to his views. He was, however, supported by Hugo, who 
declared himself against l\I. Thibaut. T11e great point of in
quiry then became, whether we could promise ourselves more 
advantages from the establishment of a system of positive le
gislation, than from perfecting the science of law. Hugo and 
Savigny maintain_ed the negative, and became the heads of a 
ne~v school, called the Historical School of Jurisprudence. 
A J~urnal was established, entitled .11. Journal of Historical 
Jurisprudence, to which Hugo, Cramer, Heise, Haubold, 
Hasse, and other eminent jurists contributed. 

From that period to the present time, the law has been en
riched with numerous distiuguished works of continental writ

. e~·s, w?ich have contributed to keep up the impulse originally 
given m the manner we have mentioned. 

But, perhaps, a circumstance which above all others stimu
lated the civilians to new exertions in their professional inquiries, 
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was the brilliant discovery made at Verona, in 1816, of an 
ancient palimpsest manuscript, containing the Institutions of 
Gaius, covered over with a transcript of the Epistles of St'. 
Jerome. The recovery of this work, it is well known, is due 
to Mr. Niebuhr, whose name is now familiar to every reader, 
and we might almost add, in every branch of learning. 
· This discovery is justly considered by the learned editors 
of the work itself as one of the most important that has been 
made since the revival of letters. In the official report, made 
to the Royal Academy of Berlin, on the 6th of November, 
1817, one of them says-' This manuscript gives us not 
only a series of principles on points of law entirely new to 
us and of great interest, but also some curious views of certain 
parts of the law already known ; there is not a single page 
which does not impart some instruction. I may say, there
fore, that of all the discoveries respecting the ancient Roman 
law, made since the middle ages, there is no one so important 
as that which I have the honor now to communicate, and for 
which,we take pleasure in making our acknowledgments to 
l\Ir. Niebuhr.' This great event accordingly excited the most 
intense interest throughout Europe; and we should give a 
more particular account of it on this occasion, if the limits of 
the present article permitted, and if some of our popular jour
nals had not already noticed it. We shall, if necessary, recur 
to it hereafter. 

The distinguishing characteristic of the present method of 
studying the civil law in the continental schools is, that it shall 
be cr-itical. While its professors pay all respect to the au
thority of eminent jurists, they require that we should ascend 
directly to the sources of the law, and bring to our aid every
thing which can be furnished by history and by the study of 
languages and philosophy; the knowledge of the Roman law 
is · regarded as the foundation of all jurisprudence, for Euro
peans; and, above all, this mode of study inculcates upon us, 
that we must, as their writers express themselves, enter into 
the conceptions of the jurists of a nation, which more than any 
other was ambitious of the perfection of its law. 

The effects of the impulse thus given to the modern study 
of the civil law have been various, and of greater or less im
portance in several respects. The most important of them, ' 
perhaps, has been, that the jurists of Europe have had a more 
extensive correspondence with each other than has ever before 
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been known; they have travelled over all parts of the conti
nent have examined all the libraries, and discovered numerous 
man~scripts of great value; by collations of which they have 
been enabled to correct or explain the received texts of the 
ancient legislation, and to settle doubtful points in them as well 
as in the writings of the juridical commentators. Among the 
matters of minor importance, but yet of rational curiosity, we 
may mention, that tl!e. long existing perplexity of_the .c~vilians 
in respect to the origm of the character used m c1tmg the 
Pandects,.ff, is at length removed. The common tradition in 
all the elementary books of our common lawyers (who follow 
the civilians) bas been, that this character was only a corrup
tion of the Greek letter rr, the initial letter of the Greek name 
of the Pandects, II<od£¥T<¥1. But we now learn, by Savigny's 
masterly work on the history of the Roman law during the 
middle ages, that the manuscripts of the 12th century remove 
all doubts as to the true origin of this sign ; it is nothing but 
the letter D, a little contracted or narrowed, and having a 
stroke across it in the usual manner, in order to show that it 
stands for an abbreviated word ; but the copyists and editors 
have gradually changed it into the character ff. It is not a little 
remarkable, that the true explanation bad already been given 
by several authors of the 16th century, but bad been over
looked by their successors. (a) 

\Ve now proceed to give a brief account of the two works 
at the head of this article. The first of them is designed as 
an introduction to the study of the civil law. The author's 
obj_ect, as expressed in his preface, is, 

'To offer a view of the principal revolutions which have taken 
place in the constitution and in the jurisprudence of the most cel
ebrated people with whose history we are acquainted. The sub
ject is in every point of view highly interesting. Indeed it may 
fair!y be asserted that none of the numerous branches of study, 
which must be cultivated to obtain a knowledge of antiquity, is 
fraught with so much real and practical interest as that of laws 
and governments. It is not disputed that the manners and habits, 
the manufactures, the commerce of a great nation offer abundant 
materials ~or the gratification of a very natural curiosity ; but still 
!hey are, m most instances, an object of curiosity only. If the 
1mportan~e of every study were to be computed by its utility 
alone, this would have but slender pretensions in comparison 

(a) Vol. iii. p. 407, as cited in the Themis ou Bibliotheque du Juriscowmlte. 

http:Pandects,.ff
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witl1 that of laws and of political institutions, which may be and 
often are actually reproduced in our own times and even in our 
own country. Indeed it is a fact so well known, that it need 
scarcely to be mentioned here, that the jurisprudence of Rome 
has formed the groundwork of the jurisprudence which to this 
day governs almost every nation of Europe. England is perhaps 
less indebted to it than any of the continental nations; but even 
the English law owes it rnany and deep obligations; and the neg
lect into which the study of it has fallen in this country must 
be imputed to motives very different from its want of connexion 
with our own system of jurisprudence.' 

The learned and sensible author then goes on to show the 
great value of a knowledge of the civil law, as an aid in clas
sical studies. 

'It must be remarked,' says he, 'that there is one class of per
sons to whom some knowledge of the Roman jurisprudence is 
absolutely indispensable; those who have a desire, not only to 
catch the spirit, but even merely to understand the literal mean
ing of the Roman classics. In those writings, an acquaintance 
with which the unanimous consent of ages has agreed to consider 
as essential to a liberal education, allusion is as frequently and as 

· familiarly made to the prretor's trib,unal, or to a vocatio in jus, as 
in the works of our own popular authors we find casual mention 
of a grand jury or a writ of habeas corpus. Of course, in both 
instances, the author supposed his allusion to be perfectly intelli
gible to those who were likely to read his works; and if the 
lapse of time and change of language place us in a very different 
situation from the contemporaries of the writer, we must, if we 
aspire to place ourselves on anything like an equal footing with 
them in this respect, endeavor to overcome, as far as we are able, 
the obstacles which our situation puts in the way.' 

We have often thought of this subject in the point of view 
last mentioned, as well as in its relation to jurisprudence; and
we entirely concur in these opinions of our author. In proof 
of the justness of his remarks respecting classical studies, we 
are satisfied from our own observation, that of the commenta-. 
tors on the classics, taken as a body, the civilians have been 
the best. And, if we can transport ourselves to a period of 
two thousand years hence, when Burke, and Fox, and Pitt, 
and other English statesmen, and we may add Shakspeare, 
and other poets, shall have become ancient classics to our 
posterity,-who, we may ask, will then be able fully to com
prehend them, and feel the force of many of their expressions 

3 
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and allusions, unless he has some knowledge of the constitution 
and laws of England ? The case is the same with the works 
of the statesmen and other writers of antiquity, If, then, a 
just and accurate knowledge of man is of any value to us, 
and all agree that it is of the highest importance,-it is essen
tial that we should make ourselves acquainted with the gov
ernments and laws of those aricient nations, whose history we 
would study with the expectation of deriving any advantage 
from them. 

The work now before us is well adapted to the purposes of 
a general introduction to the civil law. It is not rendered for
bidding by a mass of technical learning, and yet is sufficiently 
full to initiate both the student of law and the general scholar 
in this branch of knowledge. It is arranged in seven general 
divisions, as follows: 1. The Roman Constitution, previous 
to the establishment of the empire. 2. The Legislature [i. e. 
the legislation] of Rome, previous to the establishment of the 
empire. 3. The Pontifical Law. 4. The Prretorian Law. 
5. The Roman Jurisconsults. 6. The Constitution of Rome 

under the Emperors. 7. The Imperial Jurisprudence. 


Under these general divisions are discussed, in as clear and . 
satisfactory a manner as the author's limits would allow, va
rious interesting particulars which every well informed man, 
in or out of the prof.ession ought to make himself acquainted 
with; as, the relative condition of the Patricians and Plebeians; 
the Senate, Curim, Comitia, Leges, Plebiscita; Patria potes
tas, Patron and Client; the Twelve Tables; the manner of en
acting laws; the Priesthood; Dies fasti et nefasti; action es 
legum; the Prretorian Law; the Patrician Jurisconsults; Re
sponsa Prudentum; difference between the causidici and pro
f~ssed jurisconsults; Schools and Sects of Lawye1;s; Constitu
t101: of Rome under the Emperors, and improvement of the 
Jurisprudence; Codes of various Emperors; Justinian; Sour
ces of the Roman Law, and comparison with the laws of Eng
land; the Institutes, Digest, Novell~, etc. with numerous other 
particulars which we have not room to state. 

Such is the plan of this useful and interesting work; which, 
thougl~ of small compass, is the result of much reading and 
reflection; and, ~mong the books read by the author, we are 
glad to see occasional references to the eminent German law

-yers of the present day, whose works howev~r, we regret to 
?dd, _are probably not better known in England than they are 
m this country. · 
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We ought not to omit mentioning, that in the course of the 
work, our author takes occasion briefly to discuss some of the 
contest~d points in Roman history and jurisprudence; and his 
conclusions are always such as approve themselves to the 
judgment of practical men. On constitutional questions, his 
inclination is decidedly in favor of liberal principles, but mod
erated by a due regard to what is practicable, rather than 
what would be metaphysically exact in the social order. , 

In his opinions upon the subject of legislation, or, as he 
chooses to call it, legislature, (for which use of the word law
yers would require some authority, and which we do not find 
even in the capacious repository of our new American Dic
tionary,) we observe the same cautious and well-considered 
decisions as in other cases. 

Atnong the controverted points in the juridical history of the 
Romans is that of the celebrated embassy, which Livy and 
other historians assert was sent to Athens, in order to procure 
materials for a body of legislation for the use of the Romans. 
He observes, very justly, that it is difficult to refuse credence 
to such authority as exists in favor of its having actually taken 
place ; that it must have beer~ a subject of great notoriety at 
the time, and not so likely, he thinks, to have been impaired 
by tradition as many other Roman stories were.· But, as he 
observes, the total silence..of Cicero, whose works &bound with 
remarks on the Roman laws, and who had occasion frequently 
to mention those which were supposed to have been derived 
from Greece, very nearly amounts to a decided contradiction 
of it. He adds, in rather too strong terms we think, that this 
is one of those supposed historical facts, ' which modern criti
cism has in general rejected.' It is true that Gibbon and 
some other writers have boldly rejected it; but, as our au
thor himself says in a note, there have not been wanting those 
wbo have taken up the other side of the question. And among 
these latter we would name one of our own time, who is him
self a host in a question of this kind, and who should not have 
been overlooked; we mean that very high authority, Heeren, 
professor of History at Giittingen, who says in emphatic lan
guage, that' the doubts, which have been rai7e<l respecting the 
embassy to Athens, arc by no means sufficient to shake our 
confidence in a fact which is so positively stated/ (a) 

(a) IIeeren's Ilandbuch der Gcschichle dcr S!aalcn des Altltcrihums, or 
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Another disputed point of consti.tutiona.l law, is tJie well 
known one relating to the Lex Regia; which, accordmg to a 
passage of Ulpian, cited in the Digest, lib. i. tit. 4, transferred 
to the emperor all the power which !tad formerly belonged to 
the people. 'It has frequently been doubted,' as our author 
observes, 'whether this passage was genuine; and as it has 
only been transmitted to us through the medium of Justinian's 
compilation, niany have accused that emperor of interpolating a 
forged authority for the purpose of giving a legal color to his 
own enactments. l3ut the recent discovery of the Institutes 
of Gaius has completely refuted this opinion; and among the 
numerous obscure points of the Roman jurisprudence, which 
have been elucidated bv that valuable work, there are not 
many of more importan~e than this. The testimony of Gaius 
on the subject of the Lex Regia leaves no room to doubt that 
such a law was actually passed. Gaii lnstit. Com. I. § 5.' 
p. 217. (a) . 

The remarks of our author upon the Imperial rescripts de
serve notice, particularly as an incorrect notion of them has 
been propagated by the older common law writers, and has 
thence found its way into our juridical classic, l3!ackstone, 
and might mislead the student. He makes the following cor
rection of the· commonly received opinion: 

',vith regard to the Rescripta or personal decrees, which formed 
one of the most valuable branches of the imperial legislature, a 
very erroneous opinion has been advanced. They were the an
swers or judgments of the prince in particular cases where a dis
puted point of law was referred to his decision; and thus scarcely 
differed from the authorized responsa prudcntuin, since they were 
.actually framed by the most eminent jurisconsults of the empire. 
Montesquieu, and Blackstone who has copied him, have inveighed 
against the impropriety of making private decisions ( applicable 
only to few cases) serve for general rules of legislature. · The 
fact is, they were not considered as such. Their authority was only 
that of legal precedent; and, like that of the responsa prudentum, 
eould only depend on the applicability of their principles to anal-

l\l~nual oft)ie History of the States of Antiquity, p. 421, edit. 1817. A trans
lat_10n of tlus valua~le work has been lately made by l\Ir. Bancroft, of Round 
Hill; a~d we. may Justly take s.ome credit to ourselves, that the first English
translat10n of 1t has been made m America. 
. (a) We subjoin the passage of Gaius, from the second Leipsic edition, which 
1s the, one we have ~efore ~s :-;-Nee umqnam dnbitatum est, quin id (the em· 
reror s <lecree or edict) lc~1s v1cem op tineat, cum ipso Imperator per leg em 
imperimn accipiat. Gaii Institutt. Com. i. § 5. 
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ogous cases. Bl_ackstone, who was fully aware of the improve
. ments the Enghsh law had undergone by the means of similar 
de.cisions, might certainly have better appreciated the value of 
tins branch of the Roman jurisprudence; for certainly no En"lish 
lawyer of the present day, experiencing as he continually ~ust 
the practical authority of the law reports, will hesitate to confess 
that the statutes of the realm are not of more frequent use in our 
courts than the rescripts of Westminster Hall. Those of the 
Roman emperors were certainly not less confined in their appli
cation.' p. 223. 

Among our author's criticisms, we may notice the follow
ing; which, though not of much importance, yet gives us more 
distinct and precise conceptions of the use and import of words 
frequently occurring in the works of the Roman lawyers and 
other writers. 

The words populus and plebs, he remarks, 

'though frequently confounded by translators, were in fact very 
distinct. The former comprehended the whole body of the free 
citizens; the latter was applied to such of them alone as ·were 
not of the patrician order. Every free citizen of Rome was en
titled to a vote in the Coinitia, or popular assemblies; and by the 
majority of votes every affair of importance connected with the 
administration of the state was decided.' p. 18. 

'\Ve recollect that several years ago, when we felt a natural 
indignation at the reproaches cast upon us by certain British 
writers, one of the champions on our side of the controversy, in 
the warmth of argument, asserted that in this country we had 
no plebs; but according to the classical acceptation of this 
word, as above explained, the case is exactly the reverse. 

- Again : The customary formula, Patres Conscripti, is re
peated in the daily exercises of our youth, even by students 
at the universities, without an accurate knowledge of its origin; 
for this can only be obtained by a knowledge of the Roman 
constitution, in which they are very imperfectly instructed. 

'The original application of the term patres,' says our author, 
'is doubtful. Their number is said to have been first limited to 
an hundred; an assertion which cannot be looked on but with 
great distrust, since it is supported only by an uncertain and im
probable tradition. On the overthrow of the monarchical gov
ernment, Brutus increased it to. three hun?re?; and. very few 
additions, if any, were made durmg the flounshmg periods of the 
republic. It is worthy of observation, however, that the newly 
enrolled members did not assume the title of Fathers. Either 
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they were the first who had been elected for other qualifications 
than that of age, or the recent date of their admission did not 
entitle them to the distinction ; but it was thenceforward cus
tomary to address the body of the Senate by the words. Patre~ et 
Conscripti. This is one of the many forms of speech m which, 
for the sake of brevity, the adjunctive particle was afterwards 
disused.' p. 12. 

Further example~ of this abridged mode of speaking may be 
found in Ernesti's Clavis Ciceroniana, verb. Conscriptus. 

"\Ve quote a remark or two of our author upon the mode of 
framing laws; which, though not new, deserve the attention 
of those persons who think the business of legislating to be a 
very simple one. "\Ve are perpetually told by men, who have 
never themselves attempted to draw an act, that our laws ought 
to be short and plain, so that everybody may understand them 
as well as lawyers; qualities, we agree, which are excellent 
iu themselves, but no less difficult to incorporate into our laws 
than into a contract, a deed, a wilJ, or any writing not of a 
legal character. If the subject-matter of a law or of a com
mon contract is in itself intricate and difficult to be compre
hended except by the particular class of men to whose business 
it relates, how is it to be expected that the language which is 
to describe those intricacies and difficulties can be made plain 
to every man in the community? But let us hear the author's 
remarks in relation to the characteristics of the Roman laws : 

'There is one other circumstance relating to these laws [tbe 
Twelve Tables] whicb cannot be passed over in silence; their 
extreme brevity. That "admirable concision" which has often 
been proposed as a model, and quoted as a reproach to modern 
legislators, was not without its motive. It was intended to leave 
ample scope for dubious comment and interpretation. It will be 
seen hereafter, that the intention was fully accomplished. Few 
of the laws that have been preserved consist of more than one 
short sentence; so that the strict maxim alone could be conveyed 
in the text, while every deviation from it, to suit the emergency 
of particular cases, was left entirely to the discretion of the judge. 
The consequences of this laconism proved, tbat the convenience 
resulting from the brevity of laws may be more than counter
balanced by the disadvantages attendant on it.' p. 86 • 

. The. same di~cul!Y has been experienced, during our own 
tunes, rn the application of the celebrated French code; which, 
though perhaps the most comprehensive that was ever made, 
yet from its very conciseness leaves too much to construction; 
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and indeed, without the benefit of constructions ab extra as 
by usage aided by numerous supplementary enactments 'and 
endless commentaries and expositions of the civilians, even 
!hat ce!ebrated code \:ith all its ex~el!encies would be wholly 
~nsuffi_c1ent fo_r regulatmg the complicated concerns of society; 
m which, as m the natural world, scarcely any two cases will 
be found precisely alike, and where our various legal and moral 
rights and duties differ from one another by delicate grada
tions, which are perceptible only to minds long practised in the 
discrimination of those rights and <luties. Just as in the fine· 
arts the skill of a painter is necessary, to distinguish in a pic
ture the numberless shades of color, which run into each other, 
and whose united effect is perceived and felt by every specta
tor, but whose differences are discernible only by a practised 
eye. In France, accordingly, it is the fact, we believe, that 
the community at large are as much puzzled to know the ex
act bearing and extent of the two thousand two hundred and 
eighty-one concise and perspicuous laws of their code, as the 
people of Massachusetts, for example, often are to ascertain 

· the meaning and . application of the more prolix and obscure 
enactments of their voluminous statutes. In making compar
isons, therefore, bct\veen our own and the French law, we 
must know not only the statutes or positive enactments of the 
respective countries, but how much of their law consists in 
usages (which must ever exist) and how much in constructions 
given to the positive Jaw; all which must be Jook.ed for in the 
Dio-ests and Abridgments, as we call them in our professional 
lan~uage, and the corresponding works called Repertoires of 
Jurisprudence by the French. We have, for example, as every 
lawyer knows, the valuable Abridgment of American Law by 
J\Ir. Dane, which the learned author has with vast labor been 
able to condense within the space of seven large octavo vol
umes, and which to persons out of the profession seems to be 
unnecessarily bulky. Ilut, in compari_son ~i.th tbe best ~bridg
ments or Repertoires of France, the s1mpl1c1ty and conc1senesg 
of whose law is so often recommended to our imitation, l\Ir. 
Dane's work shrinks to a pigmy size. The most modern 
and most valuable French work of this kind, the Repertoire 
de Jurisprudence, by J\Ions. l\Ierlin, is now e~tended to 
nineteen closely printed quarto volumes. The simple fact 
that a work of this bulk is found necessary in France, where, 
according to some fanciful theorists, a code was to supersede 
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all other law books, we may truly say speaks volumes upon 
this subject. 

, From our remarks, however, upon the subject of codes, the 
reader must not understand, that we should by any means ob
ject to a more methodical and systematic mode of legislation 
than has been practised. l\Iethod and system are as necessary 
in the law as in any science. Our statutes have much super
fluous phraseology and are too carelessly drawn; even those 
of a general nature are too often made to suit a particular case, 
and are accordingly framed either with a studied ambiguity in 
order to conceal the real object, or at least without taking tbat 
large and general view which the public good requires. If, 
therefore, any improvement is to be made in our legislation, 
it should be done in the manner lately adopted in England; 
not by setting out de novo, and making at a single casting an 
entirely new code, or, in the cabala of Jeremy Bentham's 
school, by codifying, but by carefully revising and. methodiz
ing the existing laws; always preserving as nearly as possible, 
the very words of the statutes where they are now clear, and 
in other cases, where necessary, resorting to the language of 
the judicial decisions in which they are expounded. The 
author of the work now before us justly observes, that 

'Every system of law which is accommodated to the growing 
exigencies of the state, and gradually increases according to the 
wants of the citizens, must possess a great superiority over the 
best of uniform codes, which are comparatively the work of a 
moment; inasmuch as the former must of necessity b6'adapted to 
the manners and habits of the people, among whom it is begun 
and from whom it receives almost daily additions.' p. 152. 

The multiplication of laws, which has been a· subject of fre
quent complaint in modern days, is undoubtedly an evil ; but 
when we consider the innumerable and complicated relations 
arising from the constant changes and progress of society, par
ticularly in a new country like our own, we shall the Jess 
wonder at the multitude of our laws. And, as to the fanciful 
wish of .some philanthropic persons, that our laws might be 
made so plain as to be intelligible to every man in the com
munity, we might as rationally attempt to abolish and sweep 
away all those improvements which constitute the superiority 
of motlern society over that of past ages, but which at the 
same time give occasion to new laws for its duo regulation. 
The mere necessity of terms peculiar to the different arts and 
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sciences and the various professions and kinds of business in 
common life, though by no means the greatest of all difficul
ties, 'presents an insurmountable obstacle at the very threshold 
of all attempts to legislate in popular language; for, until we 
can banish all the arts and sciences, we must retain the lan
guage which is appropriate to them. The divine and the • 
physician, the merchant, the mechanic, the seaman and the 
farmer cannot dispense with their terms of art ; and the law
makers, whose duty it is to make rules for regulating the social 
relations of all the different professions and callings in life, 
must frequently use language which will not be understood by 
everybody without the aid of an interpreter, any more than it 
would be possible for every man to make himself master of 

· every one of those professions and callings. But we have not . 
room to enlarge upon this topic in the present article ; we 
therefore repress all further observations upon it, and will only 
add one other remark respecting the work under consideration. 

One defect of this performance ought not to be overlooked; 
we mean a total omission to give an account of the .11.grarian 
laws of the Romans, which produced so many political con
vulsions in their government. To general readers, as well as 
lawyers, who would have just notions of the Roman history 
and constitution, a correc.t view of the ag'rarian laws is indis
pensable; and we are the inore surprised, that this well read and 
sensible author has barely mentioned them ( at p. 77) without 
any explanation, as l\Ir. Niebuhr, in his celebrated Roman 
History, has lately given a view of them which is new to Eng
lish and American readers, though it has for some time been 
well known to the learned of Germany. Our readers, we 
persuade ourselves, will pardon us, if we detain them a few 
moments upon this subject. 
, The commonly-received opinion has been, that the agrarian 
laws were resorted to for the purpose of making an equal di
vision of the private property of individuals, and restricting ,all 
landholders to five hundred jugera, or auout 350 acres; an 
opinion, which has been adopted even by such men as Ma
chiavelli, 1\Iontesquieu, and Adam Smith. But the original 
object of these laws was, the distribution of the public lands, 
which had become the property of the Qation either by con
quest, or purchase with the public money, or otherwise. "\Ve 
must not, however, infer as some writers have hastily done 
from l\Ir. Niebuhr's remarks, that the agrarian laws did not 

4 
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interfere at all with priiiate rights; this would be only escaping 
from one error to fall into another, and would be irrcconcileable 
with Cicero's severe animadversions upon the demagogues 
who promoted laws of that kind. ~he manner j·~ which p~i
vate ri"hts were violated would reqmre some detail, and Will 
be explained .on a future occasion. In the m~an time \~e will 

· inform our readers, that we understand an article on tlns sub
ject is to appear in that valuable German work, the Conver
sations-Lexicon, to which we referred in our last, and the 
first volume of which will be published in this city before 
the next number of our journal. (a) 

The second work at the head of our article will require but 
a brief notice on this occasion, as it has already been well 
translated and published entire in a valuable law journal, which 
was begun at New York in 1822, but was soon afterwards 
discontinued; we mean the United States Law Journal and 
Civilian's Jllagazine. Mr. Dupin, the author of the work 
before us, is well known in Europe as an eminent advocate at 
the Paris bar, and as the author of various works on jurispru
dence. '\Ve find at the end of his present volume a list of no 
less than twenty-seven different publications by him, compris
ing forty-six volumes of different sizes, and among them twelve 

·quartos of Plaidoyers and Consultations, answering to what 
we call arguments and opinions. The translation of the pre
sent little work, to which we have just alluded, was made from 
the edition of 1821. We have before us thefourth edition, 
1822, which, so far as we can decide by the translation, does 
not differ materially from the former. The work is divided 
into eight short chapters, on the fol!owing subjects :-1. The 
Roman law under the kings; 2. The Roman law to the time 
of the Twelve Tables ; ( b) 3. From the time of the Twelve 
Tables to the time of Augustus ; 4. From Augustus to Con
stantine; 5. From Constantine to Justinian; G. The compila
tion of the corpus juris, or body of Roman law ; 7. The 

(a! A conc~se account of these laws has also been given in the North 
American Review, vol. 16, p. 439 of the review of Niebuhr's work. 

(b) At the end of t~is chapter we find a short paragraph which is not in 
the New York trauslat10n, and which is as follows· • Several authors advise 
be~inni.ng a (cg~! course ~f. study ~i~ these Ia;vs [the Twelve Tables], 
which m fact !nd1cate the ongm and prmc1ples of many established regulations ; 
but other~, with whom I myself agree, think, on the contrary, that the study 
of. them 1s only advantageous to those who wish to sound the depths of the 
science; and that to common readers we must say-procul o procul este 
profani ! ' ' ' 

http:be~inni.ng


23 

' 
Roman law after Justinian, and the fate of his leo-islation · 
S. The Roman law in the 19th century. The work is con~ 
clu<l~d. by an Ai:pen.d.ix, explaining the abbreviations used by 
!he c1V1l lawyers m c1tmg the Roman law and the writers upon 
1t. We need only add, that from the very limited extent of 
this work, which is not longe1· than a single lecture of a pro
fessor, the reader will not expect anything more than a mere 
outline of the history of the Roman law; but it is clearly and 
distinctly drawn. The author, as we have observed, is a 
friend of liberal principles in government; so much so, indeed, 
that we find, by the following notice prefixed to this edition, 
that his work has come under the censure of the police of 
France : 'The first edition of this historical summa1·y had the 
honor to be seized by the police in 1809; the reason of this 
will be easily guessed by reading the fourth chapter;' where, 
it is true, he uses a boldness of language which we should 
suppose would be deemed offensive by the o{Iiccrs of the 
police. 

"\Ve conclude this article with a few general remarks upon 
the study of the civil law. 

The history and constitution of Rome, as a republic, must 
ever be highly interesting and important to us who also live 
under a republican government; for, if there is any such thing 
as learning wisdom by the history of other governments, it can 
only be when we 'obtain an accurate knowledge of them; and 
this demands a careful and exact study of their constitutions 
and laws. Apart from these more general considerations, 
I10wever, the utility of the civil law as an important aid in the 
study ofour own, cannot now be questioned. 

But if we extend our views beyond the confines of mttnic1'.pal 
law, we find the civil law to be the basis of that international 
code, which governs us and all the nations that constitute 
'the great community of Europe. The interpretations given 
to that law, the reasoning of foreign nations upon it, and the 
instruction we have in the works of its elementary writers, all 
proceed from foreign statesmen and jurists, who have been 
ta uo-ht in the schools of the civil law; whose modes of think
ino- ~nd language, particularly their technical language, will not 
bet>intelligible to us without some acquaintance with the same 
code. Our statesmen at home, therefore, our diplomatic 
a"'ents abroad, and our practising lawyers of eminence, who 
a~e daily called to the examination of important questions 
more or less intimately connected with the rights and duties 

http:Ai:pen.d.ix
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of foreign nations, must wake themsel_ves in some degree ac
quainted with foreign laws; and for tlus purpose a knowledge 
of the civil Jaw is indispensable. 

We mio-!Jt add to these considerations, that in a liberal course 
of profes~onal studies, general or comparative jurisprudence 
must be a constituent part; and in this point of view the Ro
man law is of for greater importance than that of any other 
nation. The remarks of Blackstone on this subject (which 
we fear are not so much read as many other parts of his book) 
deserve the serious attention of the profession: 

'The evident want of some assistance in the rudiments oflegal 
knowledge has given birth to a practice, which, if ever it had 
grown to be general, must have proved of extremely pernicious 
consequence. I mean the custom by some so very warmly re
commended, of dropping all liberal education, as of no use to 
students in the law; and placing them, in its stead, at the desk of 
some skilful attorney, in order to initiate them early in all the 
depths of practice and render them more dexterous in the me
chanical part of business. . . . Making, therefore, due al
lowance for one or two shining exceptions, experience may teach 
us to foretell that a lawyer thus educated to the bar, in subser
vience to attorneys and solicitors, will find he has begun at 
the wrong end. If practice be the whole he is taught, practice 
must also be the whole he will ever know; if he be uninstructed 
in the elements and first principles upon which the rule of prac
tice is founded, the least variation from established precedents 
will totaJJy distract and bewilder him; ita lex scripta est is the' 
utmost his knowledge will arrive at; he must never aspire to 
form, and seldom to comprehend any arguments drawn a priori 
from the spirit of the laws and the natural foundations of jus

. tice.' (a) 
The example of lawyers in other nations, one would think, 

needs but to be known, to stimulate us to the liberal course of 
study here recommended. They think it useful to study the 
laws of other nations besides their own. We accordingly find 
that the admirable Commentaries of Dlackstone hav~e been 
already translated into French and German; and we lrnve 
now before us an excellent French Law Journal, in which 
there are many discussions on points of English law as com
pared with the civil law. We have also before us a learned 
history .of the English law, in German, written by a professor 
~t Ber!m; (b) and there are doubtless many other works of a 

(a) I Black. Com. 31, 32. 
(b) The title of this learned work is, Englische Reichs und Rechtsges

cluchte, etc. By Dr. Geo. l'hillips, 2 vols. Svo. Berlin, 1827. 
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simila~ description which have no_t yet come to our knowledge. 
\Vlule, then, we are endeavorrng to advance the science of 

law in our own country, particularly by means of law schools · 
and lectures on the common law, we ought at the same time 
to take ca:e that the ~ivil l~w should not be wholly neglected.-· 
We have JUSt had an 1llustrious example of professional libe
rality in the donation made by our learned countryman, Dr. 
Dane, to the University of Cambridge, for the advancement 
of American law. And we earnestly hope, that some bene
factor of equal liberality will soon be found, who will devote 
a portion of the well-earned fruits of an honorable life to a 
chair for the, civil law in that ever-cherished institution. This 
would complete the department of jurisprudence in our uni
versity law school, and at once give it the preference over 
every other. 

Need we fortify the argument in favor of this interesting 
and useful study by examples of its fruits? Both England 
and our own country, happily, can furnish them. Great as 
the talents of Lord Mansfield were, he owes no inconsiderable 
part of his professional reputation to the constant use which he 
made of the civil law, particularly in the application of it to 
contracts of a mercantile n~ture. And who, we may ask, has 
not read with delight and wonder the finished work of Sir 
\Villiam Jones above cited; which, however, as every student 
of the civil Jaw- knows; and as he himself admits, is· nothing 
more than a summary of principles drawn directly from the 
writers in that law; principles, which, though new at that pe
riod in England, lrnd been settled for centuries on the conti
nent of Europe. And, as that inimitable writer observes,
' in questions of rational law, no cause can be assigned, why 
we should not shorten our own labor by resorting occasionally 
to the wisdom of ancieitt jurists, many of whom were the most 
ingenious and sagacious of men. \Vhat is good sense in one 
age must be good sense, all circumstances remaining, in ano
ther; and pure, unsophisticated reason is the same in Italy 
and in England, in the mind of a Papinian and of a Black
stone.' (a) - · . 

In our own country too we can exhibit honorable examples 
of hio-h professional distinction, which has been in some degree 
at lca~t obtained by this study. Among our advocates we may 

(a) Law of Bailments, 14. 
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mention that eminent jurist of the Philadelphia Lar, who has 
enriched our law with his able Dissertation on the Jurisdiction 
of the United States' Courts; and among our judges every 
man will point to the illustrious chancellor of New York, whose 
opinions from the bench, and whose lectures from the univer
sity chair are alike imbued with the wisdom of the Roman 
law, skilfully adapted and applied by the native energy of his 
discriminating mind to the interpretation and improvement of 
our own. 

With this strong conviction of the high value of the Civil 
Law-its great utility in our legal studies and its essential im
portance in the administering of our own, particularly the equity, 
mercantile, and testamentary law of the several states, and the 
equity, admiralty, and international law as administered in the 
courts of the United States-we cannot but earnestly I1ope 
soon to see the proper rank assigned to this branch of juris
prudence both in our law schools and among our practisers at 
the Lar. 

The following list of Roman Jurists is extracted from the 
work first named at the head of this article. 

List of the Principal Roman Jurisconsults, with the number of times 
they are quoted in the Digest, and the number ofFragments, ( com
monly called Laws) there inserted, which are taken Jroin ,their 
works. · 

1. Jurisconsults anterior to the ./lge of Cicero. 
No. of Fragments of 

No. of times quoted the Digest, extract-
No. in the Digest. ed fro1n their works. 

I P. or C. Papyrius . . . 2 " 
2 Appius Clau<lius (Decemvir) . ~ " 
3 App. Claudius Centumanus ~ 

Crecus . . . 5 3 " 
4 Cn. f'Iavius . . • - • 2 " 5 P. Sempronius Longus Sophus 1 " 6 Tiberius Coruncanius • . 2 " 7 Q. Mutius • . I " 8 Sext . .iElius Pretus Catus 6 " 9 P. Attilius • I " 10 P. Scipio Nasica I " 11 JU. Cato • 5 " 12 P. Mucius Screvola 4 " 13 M. l\Ianilius . 3 " 
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No. of Frngment; of 
No. of times qnoted the Digest, extract

No. in the Digest. ed from their works. 
14 l\f. Brutus 7 " 
15 C. Livius Drusus 1 " 

II. Jurisconsults of the latter period of the Republic. 
16 Cicero 7 " 
17 P. Rutilius 5 
 " 
18 Q . .lElius Tubero 1 " 19 Q. l\Iucius Screvola (Pontiff) 50 4 

20 C. Aquilius Gallus • . 16 
 " 21 S. Sulpicius Rufus • 93 " 22 Q. Cornelius Maximus 2 " 
23 Antistius Labeo (the father) 1 " 
24 Granius Flaccus 1 " 
25 .lElius Gallus 2 1 

. IIL In the time of J. Casar and of Augustus. 
26 A. Offilius 73 " 27 A. Cascellius 16 " 28 Trebatius Testa 96 " 29 Q . .lElius Tubero, pupil of Offilius 17 " 
30 Cinna 3 " 
31 Alfenus Varus 19 54 
32 Aufidius Namusa 6 " 
33 C. Ateius Pacuvius 1 " 
34 P. Gellius 1 " 
35 Antistius Labeo (the son) 541 63 
36 Atcius Capito 7 " 
37 Blcesus • 1 " 38 Vitellius 1 " 

IV. From Tiberius to Vespasian. 
39 l\1assurius Sabinus 220 " 
40 Cocc. Nerva (the father) 34 " 41 C. Cassius Longinus 160 " 42 Sempronius Proculus 136 37 
43 Falcinius (Priscus) 16 " 44 Fabius Mela . 39 " 45 Cartilius 2 " 
46 Cocc. Nerva (the son) 15 " 47 Attilicinus • . 27 " 

V. From Vespasian to Iladrian. 
48 Crelius Sabinus 18 " 49 Pegasus 28 " 



28 

No. of Fragments of 
No. of times quoted the Digest, extract-

No. in the Digest. ed from their works. 
50 Juvent. Celsus (the father) 5 " 
51 Priscus Javolenus • 11 206 
52 Aristo 81 " 
53 Neratius Priscus 128 64 
54 Arrianus 6 " 
55 Plautius • 4 " 
56 l\1inutius Natalis 3 " 
57 Urseius Ferox 4 " 
58 Varius Lucullus l " 
59 Fufidius 3 " 
60 Servilius l " 

VI. Iladrian and Antoninus Pius 
61 Lucius Celsus (the younger) 173 142 
62 Salvius Julian 778 457 
63 Abumius Valens 4 20 
64 Lcelius Felix . 2 " 
65 Vindius V erus 4 " 66 S. Crecilius Africanus 3 131 
67 Volus. l\1recian11s 18 44 
68 lJlp. l\1arcellus 256 158 
69 Val. Severus 4 " 70 Ter. Clemens 1 35 
71 Publicius 3 " 72 Pactumeius Clemens 1 " 73 Campanus 2 " 74 Octavenus 23 " 75 Vivianus 23 " 76 S. Pedius 60 " 77 Tuscius Fuscianus l " 

Vil. Jll. .!lurelius and Commodus. 
78 Caius or Gaius 4 536 

79 S. Pomponius . . 409 588 

80 Q. Cervidius Screvola 63 307 

81 J . .M:auricianus 
 6 4 
82 Papyrius Justus " 16 

83 Papyrius Fronto 4 
 " 84 Claudius Saturninus " l 
85 Tarruntenus Patermis· l •2 

Vlll. From Severus to the Gordians. 
86 Callistratus . " 101 
87 .lEm. Papinian 153 596 



No. 
88 Arrius Menander 
89 Tertullian 
90 Jul. Paulus . 
91 Dom. Ulpian 
92 Venul. Saturninus 
93 Messius 
94 lElius Marcianus 
95 Cl. Triphoninus 
96 Lie. Rufinus 
97 lEm. Macer 
98 Heren. Modestinus 
99 Florentinus 

29 

No. of times quoted 
in the Digest. 

5 
3 

45 
20 

4 
1 
6 

21 
1 

" 
2 

" 

No. of Fragments of 
the Digest, extract
ed from their works. 

6 
5 

2087 
2461 

71 

" 
282 

79 
17 
62 

345 
42 

JX. From the Gordians to Justinian. 
100 Hermogenianus " 
101 Aurelius Arcadius Charisius . " 
102 Julius or Gallus Aquila " 

X. Uncertain. 
103 Puteolanus 1 
104 Paconius 1 
105 Furius Antianus " 
106 Rutilius Maximus " 
107 Antreus 1 

5 

107 
6 
2 

" 
" 
3 
I 

" 
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minute before 12 o'clock Saturday night to one minute after, CouRT op 
was an adjournment" to the ensuing week." Ilut no such word- ERRORs. . 
catching is necessary. The legislature intended no change~ 

in the fundamental principles of jury trial, as is manifest from H~.ler 

another Act on the same subject passsed at the same session, English.. 

which, in all fairness, should be construed in pari materia 

with the aforementioned Act of 1818. 


The 8th section of the Act of 1818, concerning the City Another Act 
of 1818.Court of Charleston, which was intended by the same means 

7 Stat. 320~ 
to remedy the same mischiefs as the other Act, is in. these 
words: "Petit jurors shall be drawn to serve one week, un
less they be actually charged with an issue, in which case 
they shall be adjourned from time to time, or continue to sit 
until such issue shall be disposed of." Here, more plainly 
than in the other Act, appears the distinction between those, 
stages of a case which are previous to the retirement of the 
jury, at all of which the jury may be adjourned, and the pri
vatP. consultation of the jury, which must be continuous un"'. 
til it has resulted in a verdict. Here, too, -the words~, actu
ally charged with an issue," are equivalent to tlie words 
"empanelled and charged with the trial of any issue, civil 
or criminal," which are used in the other Act. Either phrase 
comprehends the whole of a jury's engagement with a cause, 
and to confine either so as to embrace only a jnry to whom 
the charge on final instrnctions from the bench bas been ad
dressed, would pervert the proper meaning of words, and ex
clude from the remedy of the Acts cases interrupted by the· 
expiration of the jury's term in the progress of the testimo
ny or of the argument, in which cases the mischiefs are just 
as apparent as in the cases that would be induded, where 
the summing up has taken place. 

The adjournment of a jury in the city, where all the ju
rors could certainly go home on Sunday, would be more 
convenient than in a country district; bnt considerations 
above mere convenience forbade the adjournment at any 
place, of a jury, after retirement and before agreement. Since 
1818, various cases have· occurred in the District Court of 
Charleston, in which the jury being out at 12 dclock Satur~ 
day night, have been continued in confinement; but no ex
ample has yet been given of adjourning their unfinished con. 
sultation to another day. 

It has been supposed that the Acts of 1818 must be con- A 
1 

~ 1
strned suLject to the common law maxim, dies dominic1is cer~j;1:,: r:. 
non est dies juridicus. If I have sncceeded in conveying '.ier than to 
my impressions upon some of the other heads which have doubtful. 
been discussed, it must appear that, as to the origin of its 
authority here, its extent, and the consequences of its viola
tion, that maxim, in reference to the sitting of a court, is at 
least doubtful: The familiar law which secludes the jury 

53 
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CouR'I' or after their retirement from all out-door influence, is beyond 
ERRORs. doubt and to that was the legislation of 1818 intended to 

'----,-· be co~formable. 
Hiller If. then, thejury being ont have not agreed when Sunday 

En;iish. com~s, and (the term still continuing) they ought not to be 
\ . either discharged or adjourned, what shall be done, when, 
Concluswn. in the coms/3 of Sunday, they are ready to render their ver

dict? The Acts of 1818 suggest that the same course should 
be taken which should be taken on any other day ; but inde
pendent of these Acts, charity and necessity authorize the 
receiving of the verdict, for relief of the jurors. · 

This court is, therefore, of opinion, that the verdict in this 
case is not void, and the motion is dismissed. 

RrcHARDSON, EvANS and FRosT, JJ. and°JoHNsToN, DuN
KIN, CALDWELL and DARGAN, CC. concurred. 

WITHERS, J. was absent in Charleston, at the rehearing 
of this case, and at the decision of it, and therefore gave no 
opinion. 

Motion refused. 

· , l' /1 " r( ;J "·,f. ,,_,A1,t~f..t- /lf.-1, ..• -IV ('('"tV.·· ~:{l,.tt •· • \ 

Jo.,·" (·l rr! ~PPEND IX . 
.. 

{Sir Henry Spelman's Original of the Terms, written in 
1614,-(to which reference is constantly made on the subject 
of dies 7ton juridici,)-is not within my reach. The follow
ing extracts from Lord :Mansfield's opinion in Swann v. 
Broome, with the annotations and references which are sub
joined, probably contain· much of what would be found in 
Spelman's Treatise, and present means of obtaining the his
tory of the English law concerning Sunday.] · 

Extracts from Swann v. Broome, 3 Burr. 1597. 

LORD MANSFIELD. 

'The single question is whether the Court can sit on a Sunday ·and 
t;ive a valid judgment. , . ' 

N_o ex~ress dire~t autho:ity has been cited in proof of the affir• 
mative side of this question. Those authorities that h b . . ave een 
urged m support of 1t have been only argumentative f h

• h . . "d , rom. w ence6Uch a conclusion m1g t, as 1t 1s sa1 , be drawn. 
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But the history of the law and usage as to Courts of justice sit- CouRT oP 
· ERRORS.

ting on Sundays, makes an end of the question. 

Anciently, the Courts of justice did sit on Sundays. (A) Hiller 
The fact of this and the reasons of .it appear in Sir Henry Spel- v. 

man's Original of the Terms. English. 

It appears, by what he says, that the ancient Christians practised Tidd, 44, 106. 

this. In his chapter of law-days, concerning the first Christians 
using all times alike, he says: ,; The Christians at first used all days 

alike for hearing of causes, not sparing (as it seemeth) the Sunday 

itself.'1 They had two reasons for it. One was in opposition to the 

heathens, who were superstitious about the observation of days and 

times, conceiving some to be ominous and unlucky, and others to be 
lucky; and therefore the Christians laid aside all observance of days. 

A second reason they also had, which was, by keeping their own 

Courts always open, to prevent Christian suitors from resorting to the 

heathen courts. (B) 

(A.) I Wm. Ela. 499. Lord Mansfield: "Can it be supposed that the court 
· did not sit on Sunday, when the terms were first framed, and so many returns 

were made on Sunday 1" 
After the general conversion of the Anglo Saxons to Christianity there must 

have been amongst them an observance of the great festivals of the church.
The terms are supposed to have had origin in or before the time of Alfred, and 
to have been arranged so as to avoid the principal seasons of religious solemni
ty, and those when the husbandman was most busy. If afterwards the courts 
sat on Sunday, less attention was paid to that weekly festival-first of all and 
most universally observed amongst Christums-than to ·Christmas, Easter and 
Pentecost, which were especially excluded from the terms. This could have 
been -only at a very early period. In the league between Edward, the elder, 
(son of Alfred) and Guthrum, the Dane, it was ordained, "Festis diebus omni
bus et legitimis jejuniis, ordalium (the ordeal by fire or water) nullus ingreditor 
neve adjusjurandum addicitor." (Saxon Laws, fol. 55.) Here Sunday is in
cluded in all festival days, and there is a prohibition, either of all legal proceed
ings, or of certain modes of trial in criminal cases. 

The laws of Ina, early in the eighth century, also contained provisions of se
vere punishment for secular labor on the Lord's day. Saxon laws, fol. 2. 

(B.) Before the conversion of Constantine, the church WliS a disti11ct society 
from the State. For the government of themselves, and to escape the scandal 
of carrying controversies amongst themselves. into a heathen court, the primitive 
Christians gave power of judicature to the bishops, whose gravity and wisdom 
had obtained authority in the church. 2 Bae. Abt. 717. This submission to 
the bishops, at first voluntary, and after the conversion sanctioned and enforced 
by the Emperors, was the beginning whence proceeded the association of the 
Hishops with the Earl in the county courts, and the whole jurisdiction of the 

· ecclesiastical courts in England. 
To the time preceding the conversion of Constantine must be referred the 

usages and reasons spoken of in the text. Constantine (as may be seen in the 
uext note) made imperial constitutions which exempted Sundays and the fifteen 
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Couar op Ilut in the year 517 a cannon was made: "Quod null us episco
. Eaoas. pus vel infra-pooitus die dominico causas judicare proosumat." And 
~ this canon for exempting Sundays was ratified in the time of Theo-

Hiller . h I . 1 C . . "S 1· d"v. dosius, who fortified it wit . an mperrn onst1tut10n. o rs ie 

English. (quern dominicum recte dixere majores) omnium omnino litium ct 
Spel. c. 4, p. negotiorum quiescat intentio." The whole cannon is also decreed 

76R· verbatim in the Capitulars of the Emperors Carolus and Ludovi·1Ld. aym.
705. cus. ( C) . · 

days of Paschal solemnity, ( other festivals were afterwards added) from forensic 
litigation; and never afterwards, except a short period in the time of Julian, the 
Apostate, were there heathen courts to which Christians cou!J be called under 
the empire. 

If reference is made to the island of Great Britain, after there were Christian 
courts there, they were the courts of the State-no heathen courts existed co
temporaneously, and the usage of all Christians enjoined a special observance of 
the Lord's day. 

(C.) From an imperial constitution of Constantine: •·Sicut indiguissimum 
videbatur diem solis, venerationis sure celebrem, alteriantibus jurgiis et noxiis 
partium contentionibus occupari, ita gratum ac jucundum est eo die qure sunt 
maxime votiva (good ojflCCs) compleri; atque ideo emancipandi et manumittendi 
die festo cuncti licentiam habeant, et super his rebus actus nun prohibeantur." 
Cod. Theod. Lib. ii. Tit. viii, de Feriis, leg. l. 

"Scaliger, de emcn,lat ternpvi·, p. 776, mentions a law of Constantine wherein 
the Paschal weeks, one before and the other after Easter Sunday, are ordered to 
be days of vacation from all proceedings at law." Bingham's Orig, Eccles. 7 
vol. of his works, p. 87,227. 

Law of Vakntinian, sen: "Die solis qui dudum faustus habetur, neminem 
.ihristianum ab exactoribus volum us conveniri, contra eos, qui id focere ausi sint, 
noc nostri statuti interdicto periculum sancientes." Cod. Theod. Lib. viii, Tit. 
viii. De exsecutoribus leg. 1. Repetitur Lib. xi, Tit. vii. De e:i:actionibus, 
leg. x. 

Law of Valcnt-inuin,jun: "Solis die, quern dominicum rite dixere majores, 
omnium omnino litium. negotiorurn, conventionum quiescat intentio. Debitum 
publicum privatum ve nullus effiagitet; ne apud ipsos quidem arbitros vel in ju
diciis flagitatos, vel sponte dclectos, ulla sit agnitio jurgiorum. Et non modo 
notabilis, verum etiam sacrilcgus judicetur, qui a $anctre rcligionis institutio ritu 
ve deflexerit." Cod. Theod. L:.ib. xi, Tit. viii. de exactiouibus, Lrg. xiiL Re
petitur Lib. viii, T't. viii. de exsecutoribus Leg. iii. 

Law of Vakntinian,jun., and Theodosius the Great: "Omnes dies jubemus 
esse juridicos. Illos tantum manere fcriarum dies fas erit-(two months of har
vest and vintage-the kalends of January-the natales of Rome and Constanti
nople-the Lirthdays ofth~ Emperors-the anniversaries of their inauguration)
~anctos quoque P~schre dies, qui septeno vel prrocedunt numcro, vcl sequuntur 
111 eadem obserrnt10ne numeramus. Nec non et dies solis, qui repetito in se 
calculo revolvuntur." Co~. Theod. Lib. ii, Tit. viii, de Feriis, leg. ii. 

T_wo laws of Theodosius the Great forbade criminal actions and corporal 
pnmshments in Lent. "Quadraginta diebus, qui auspicio ceremoniarmu Pas-' 
chale tempu t" • t · · · · J "bs a~ 1c'.pan '. omll!s coglllt!O 11111 eatur criminalium qucstionum."
Cod. Theod. Lib. 1x, Tit, xxxv, de Q.ucstionibus leg. iv. "Sacratis quadragesi~ 
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There are likewise several other canons taken notice of in Spel- Cot.rRT or 
man's Original of the Terms. One of them was made in the Coun-~ 
cil of Tri bury, about the year 895: " Nullus comes, nullusque om- Hiller 

nino secularis, diebus dominicis, vd sanctorum in festis seu quadra v. 
gesimoo aut jejuniorum, placitum habere, sed nee populum illo proo .En$lish., 

mre die bus nulla supplicia sint corporis, quibus absolutio exspectatur animarum." 
Ibid, leg. v. 

Honorius made a law adding to the exceptions from the observance of the 
feri.m jorenses, the cases against masters of vessels who dealt fraudulently in the 
transportation of the public corn. Lib. xii, Tit. v, lex. xxxviii; and Hon
orius and Theodosius, jun., added another exception in cases against the !sau
rian pirates. Lib. ix, Tit. xxxv, leg. vii. Another law of Honorius (lib. ix, 
Tit. iii, leg. i,) required the Judges to visit the prisons on Sunday, to look to the 
comfort of the prisoners. 

The imperial laws above mentioned (except that for which reference is made 
to Scaliger) are found in the Theodosian code, which was £.rst promulgated in 
the Eastern Empire, A. D. 438, and soon afterwards confirmed in the "\Vesterit. 
Empire, and of which the last of the Novella; that were interchanged between the 
two empires, was in the year 448 before the canon of 517. 

The Ju~tinian code (A. D. 529, 534) contains some of the same laws, and 
some additional ones on the same subject. Lib. iii, c. xii, De Feriis, particular
ly (leg. viii,) a Jaw of Tlleodosius, jun., enjoining the stay of all actions public 
and private, during the Paschal days, except "emancipandi et manumittendi li
centiam ;" leg. vii, a law of Justinian adding to the feri(B jlfrenses before establish
ed by Valentinian, jun. and Theodosius toe Great, Christmas, Epiphany, Pen
tecost, and the days of the Passion, of the Apostles; leg. iii, which required judges, 
people in the city and all artisans to rest, "venerabili die solis," but permitted 
husbandmen in the country freely to pursue their agricultural business ( which a 
law of Constantine had also permitted in certain seasons ;) and leg. xii, in these 
strong terms: "Dominicum itaque di,em ita semper honorabilem decernimuset, 
venerandum, ut a cunctis exsequestionibus excusetur: nulla fide jussionis flagite
tur exactio: taceat apparitio: advocatio delitescat: sit i1le dies a cognitionibus 
alienus: prreconis horrida vox silcscat: respirint a controversiis litigantes, et ha
beant frederis intervallum, ad sese simul veniant adversarii non timentis, subeat 
animo\vicaria prenitudo," &c. 

See also the Pandects, Lib. ii, Tit. xii, De Feriis, Leg. ii, iii, ix, for exceptions fa 
the heathen laws concerning the feriCE forenses observed before th.e time of Con
stantine, similar to those which were introduced into the constitutions of the Chris
tian Emperors. 

That which, in the text, is given as a Canon of 517, that laid the foundation 
for exempting Sundays from lawsuits, is really no more than the fourth title of 
the Capitulars of the Council of TARRA CON, held A. D. 516. This council was 
only a Provincial council held in Spain, under Theodoric of the Ostrogoths, 
then King of Spain and Italy. The prohibition was directed against the cler
,gy only, in referell.ce to the usage already established of their expounding law:1 
and administering justiee, except in criminal matters; for, in that age, the de
crees of councils derived their chief efficacy from the assent or confirmation of 
the civil powers; the disobedience even of the clergy was, without the aid of the 
.ci1·il magistrate, subject only to spiritual punishments, and all laws, as well in 
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CouRT oF sumat cohercere." Another of them was made in' the Council of 
ERRORS, Erpford, in the year 932, and afterwards became general, upon being 
~ taken into the body of the canon law by Gratian. And Sir Henry

ID• 	 . 
v. Spelman takes it, he says, to be one of the foundat10n stones to our 

English. Terms. "Placita secularia dominicis vel aliis festis die bus, seu eti

matters spiritual as in those temporal, which restrained the laity, had the sanc· 
tion of the civil authority. The purpose of this capitular was not to restrain 
the public tribunals, (for over them the council had no jurisdiction, and for 
them laws already existed under the Empire, and, probably, under the Ostro
goths,) but to prevent the indecency of the clergy's sanctioning abuses, which 

· the license of the times indulged. The capitulum quartum, of which the title 
has been given, is as follows.-" Ut nullus episcoporum, aut presbyterorum, vel 
clericorum die dominico propositum cujuscumque causai negotium audeat judi
care: nisi ut hoc tantum, ut Deo statuta solemnia peragant. Cretoris vero 
diebus convenientibus personis, ilia qure justa sunt habeant licentiam judicandi, 
exceptis crimiruilibus negotiis." Labbe et Coss. Concil. Tom. iv, p. 1562, 
1564. 

The c~uncil of MAscoN was held under Clothaire, in France, A. D. 585. 
Canon I. Directed the keeping of the Lord's day: forbade the strife of law

suits, or the pleading of cooses, or the m~king of a necessity for yoking oxen 
on that day: expected all to be intent in singing hymns and praises to God. 
"If any one contemn this admonition, he shall be punished according to the 
quality of his offence. If he be a lawyer, he shall lose his privilege of pleading; 
if he be a rustic or a slave, he shall be severely beaten with rods; if a clergyman 
or monk, he shall be six months suspended from the communion of his breth
ren." 

Carwn U. Required that, in the six most holy days which followed Easter 
Sunday, no one should presume to do any servile labor, but, with one consenl, 
all shall attend the service of the Paschal festival, "vespere, et mane, et meri
die." Labbe & Coss. Concil. Tom. v. 9.80-I. 

The council of EaPEsFusT, Germany, was held A. D. 932, present-king 
Henry. 

Capit. II. Forbade the holding of secular pleas on the Lord's days, the prin
pal festivals, or even the lawful fast days: and declared that, for the advance
ment of religion, the most glorious King Henry had granted that no judicial 
power should have license to banish or condemn Christians for seven days before 
Christmas, and from Q.uinquagesima to eight days after Easter, and for seven 
hefore the nativity of St. John the Baptist; that there may be greater freedom in 
going to church and passing the time in prayer. Labb. & Coss. Tom. ix, 
p. 	591 • 

.The foregoing extracts from the proceedings of Councils, are set dow · the 
Decretuin 	Gratiani, pars ii, Causa xv, Quest. iv. p. 1172, except that · ~;n I t 

· d f I d · 1· · d · · _,., ' m e asextract, ms tea o t 1e wor s 1ta 1c1se , 1t 1s s~ "the holy Synod hath decreed;" 
to the days enumerated are added, "from Clmstmas to the octave of Epiphany·" 
~nd the whole of the days. enumerated are in'.roduced as "supradictis diebu~ 
1d est"-shewing that they mclude all of the principal festivals a d ,, d ' 

B · · d , tJ 	 n iast ays.
7 Bingham's es1des the canons menuo.ne 1n 1e .text and in this note, many other canons 
Works p 26 mostly of French and Spamsh Councils, may be found forbidd' I . . ' , • · 	 . . mg t 1e v101atmn

of the Lord's day, especi.ally by the working at huabandry wh' h C . 
, ic onstanulle 
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am in quibus legitima jejunia celebrantur, secundum canonicum in· CEouaT OF 
. . . . fi . I ,, I d . RRORS,stitut10nem, mm1me en vo umus. t goes on an appomts vaca-~ 

tions; but these vacations were enlarged by the Council of St. l\Ie· Hiller 

dard: "Decrevit sancta synod us, ut a quadragesima usque ad octa· v. 
. English.

vam Paschre, et ab adventu Domini usque ad octavam Ei pip amre, h 

necnon in jejuniis quatuor temporum, et in litaniis majoribus, et in 

die bus dominiciis, et in diebus rogationum (nisi de concordia et pa· 

cificatione) nullus supra sancta evangeliajurare pra:sumat." By 

'which expression is meant, that no causes should be tried or pleas 

holden on those days. 

These canons were received and adopted by our Saxon Kings. (D) C. 7, 8, 9. 

And Edward the Confessor (E} made the following Constitutio~: f. 77, 79• 

and the Justinian Code had permitted, but the Church never well approved. A 
new canon on the subject was not evidence thnt no law before existed, but only 
that former laws had been ineffectual. 

(D) 1 Hale's History of the Common Law, p. 36. "There are divers canons 

made in ancient times and decretals of the Popes, that never were admitted here 

in England." 


Note C, by Sergeant Runnington. "The Canon law which obtained 

throughout the ,vest, till the twelfth century, was the collection of canons 

made by Dionysius Exiquus in 520, the Capitularies of Charlemagne, and the 

decrees of the popes from Siricius to Anastasius. No regard was had to any 

thing not comprised in these. Between the eighth and eleventh centuries, the 

canon law was mixed and confounded with the Papal decrees from St. Clement 

to Siricius, which, till then, had been unknown. This gave occasion to a new 

reform or body of the canon Jaw, which is the collection still extant under the 

title of Concordia discordantfam canonune, first made by Ivo DE CHARTRES in' 


• 	 1114, and perfected in 1151, (time of King Stephen, and fourteen years after the 
finding of a complete copy of the Pandects at Amalfi) by GnATIAN, a benedic
tine monk, from texts of scripture, councils and sentiments of the Fathers, in 
the several points ofEcclesiastical polity, and containing those constitutions which 
have been denominated, by way of evidence, the Drones, and forming the first 
part of the canon law. It is now generally known by the name of the De
cret1tm of Gratian, which was formed in imitation of the Par.dects of Justinian, 
and is a confused immethodical compilation, full of errors and forgeries, 
• * * * The authority of the canon law in England, (much abridged 
and restrained) depends upon Stat. 25 Hen. 8, c. 19." 

Reeves' History of the English Law, ckap. 1, shews that the separation of 

ecclesiastical from civil causes, was made by an ordinance of '\Villiam the Con• 

queror; that the canon law first known in England, was formed by permis• 

sion and under the authority of the Government; that in a national Synod, held 

A. D. GiO, the codex canonum vetus ecdcsim Roma=, was received by the clergy, 

and in the time of William the Conqueror, with the assent of his great council, 

the Episcopal laws were reviewed and reformed: that in 1152, the teaching of 

the civil and canon law was forbidden by Stephen, apprehensive of the conse

quences to which the novel and bold opinions in the collection ofGratian might 

lead, but that the study was promoted by the clergy, and furnished authority for 

every species of usurpation. See Hallam's 11Iiddle Ages, chap. 7. 


(E) Reeves' History E. L. lntrod. ck. "Edward the Confessor is said to have 
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.counT or "Ab Ad veutu Domini usque ad octabas Epiphaniro, pax Dei et sane
Ennons. 

'---v-_1 made a complete code ofEnglish law, for which the character of an eminent legis-
Hiller lator has been conferred on him by posterity. By the loss of the volume which 
· V: contained his coUection, we are left much in ignorance as to the unwritten 

.English, customs of the times. It is not so with the written laws, for we have many of 
these still remaining." 

"The first of the Saxon laws now in being, are those of King Ethelbert. 
These are the most antient laws in our nation, and are said to be the most 
antient in modern Europe. This King reigned from 5Gl to G3G. The next are 
the laws of Hlothaire and Eadric, and of '\Viletred, all Kings of Kent. Next 
are those of Ina, King of the '\Vest Saxons. After the Heptarchy, we have 
the laws of Alfred, Edward the elder, Athelstan, Edmund, Edgar, Ehelred, 
Canute. Besides these, are canons and institutions, councils and other acts of 
a public nature. These are in the Saxon language, and were, some of them, 
collected in one volume, in folio, by Mr. La..~bard, in the time of Queen Eliza
beth, to which additions have since been made by Dr. "Wilkins. (in li21) 
They compose, altogether, a body of Anglo Saxon laws for civil and ecclesias
tical government." [In the Library of the Court of Appeals at Charleston
:mutilated and called " Saxon Laws." The English translation of these Saxon 
codes, published by the Record Commission in England, under the superintend
ance of Mr. Thorpe, has not reached our Libraries.] See 2 Inst. procrne. 

"'\Ve have refrained from mentioning some laws which have gone under the 
name of Edward the Confessor, as they have been rejected for spurious, upon 
the fullest consideration of antiquarians. They are in Latin, and bear internal 
marks of a later period. They are supposed to have been written or collected 
about the end ~f the reign of '\Villiam Rufus; and are to be found in the collec
tions mentioned above." 

Sir Matthew Ila'lc, in his History of the Common Law, ch. 1, refers to Lam
bard's collection, and speaks of the laws of Edward the Confessor, as a compi
lation, whereof the English were always very zealous. In note B. Sergeant 
Running/on says, "In truth, what were in reality the laws of Edward the 
Confessor, is much disputed by antiquarians, and our ignorance of them seems 
one of the greatest defects in English History. The collection of laws in Wil
kins, which pass under the name of Edward, are plainly a posterior and igno
rant compilation. Those to be found in Ingulf are genuine, but so imperfect 
and contain so few clauses favorable to the subject, that there is no great reason 
for contending for them so vehemently." 

Hole's Hi.st. C. L. c. 4. "The manual, styled the Confessor's laws, was but 
a small volume, and contains but few heads." Again, "many of the. ancient 
laws which were approved and confirmed by '\Villiam the Conqueror, and his 
wmrnune cunsilium, are set down by Hoveden: and they nre transcribed in Mr. 
.Selden's notes upon Eadmerus, p. li3-the same which Ingulfus mentions to 
have been brought from London, and placed by him in theAbbey ofCrowland, , 
in the 15th year of '\Villiam the Conqueror." 

Ilurru!s Iii.st. of Eng. ch. 3. ';The laws that pass under Edward's name were 
~omposed afterwards." 

Spebnan's Glossary, Baliv1~!. "lpsasque ideo leges a recentiore vel auctas vel 
_ad Nomanicum idiotisma redactas suspicor." 

The laws of Canute expressly enjoin that all jurisdiction ~f ordeal and oath 
shall be intermitted on all festival ~ays, the fasts of the four times, and all otlier 
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ire ecclesiro"(F) per omne regnum ; similiter a Septuagesimn:usque ad C?uRT OF 
.. . b . D . . d b ERRORS.

octabas Paschro; item a Ascens10nc om1m usque a octa as pen··~ 
ticostes; item omnibus diebm! quatuor. Temporum; item omnibus Hiller 
Sabbatis ab hora nona et tota die sequenti usque ad diem Lunce; 
item vigiliis sanctro Mariro, sancti Michaelis, sancti Johannis Bap· 

v. 
English. 

tistro, Apostolorum omnium et sanctorum quorum Solemnitates a 

sacerdotibus Dominicis annunciantur die bus j et omnium sanctorum 
in Kalendris Novembris, semper ab hora nona vigiriarum et subse
qucnti solemnitate." (G) 

fasts solemnly. appointed; likewise they declare a vacation of legal proceedings 
from the festival of Advent to the octave of Epiphany, and from Septuagessima to 
the fifteenth <lay after Easter. (Sunday is included amongst festival days.) Sax, 
laws, fol. 100. 
. In the Jaws of Alfred the ten commandments are recited and confim1ed, but 
.there is no other express reference to suspension of legal proceedings on the 
Lord's day. In the chapter concerning holidays, fol. 41, license is given to the 
free for twelve days from Christmas, the day Christ subdued the devil, the feast 
of St. Gregory, seven days before Easter, and as many after, the feast of St. Pe
ter and St. Paul, and in the autumn the whole week before the feast of the Vir
gin, and the festival of all Saints; license is given to servants on the four "\Ved
nesdays ot the four weeks in which public fast was used to be announced. In the 
chapter concerning sacrilege, fol. 30, double punishment is imposed upon theft 
committed on the Lord's day, Christmas day, Easter day, Holy Thursday, and 
the day of Purification, as well as in time of Lent. See note A. 

(F.) Reroe's Ilist. E. L. cl,,. 4. "The Anglo Saxons were governed by two 
reasons, the' church and the necessity of cultivating the earth and collecting its 
fruits; in distinguishing the periods of term and vacation, the former they called 
dies pads regis, the latter dies pa.cis Dei cs sanclm ecdesim; a division answering to 
that of the dies f asti and dies ncfasti of the Romans, and to that of the dies juridi
ci and dies fr:riaks of the Civilians and Canonists. 

A constitution made in the Synod held at Eanham, under King Ethelred, in 
the tenth century, forbade judicium, ([IWd anglice mdal dicitur, et juramenta vul
garia, at times of festival and fast; also from Advent till the octave of Epiphany, 
and from Septuagessima till fifteen days after Easter. Dugd. -Orig. Jurid. p. S!J 
cl,,. 32. 

(G.) Mr. Foss, in his J1ulges of England, ch, 1, insists that originally there 
were only three terms, which were the three periods left after deducting the three 
longer intervals appropriated by this law to God and the Holy Church; so that 
Michaelmas Term formed no separate division, but, as well as Trinity, was com
prehended in the long judicial period that commenced after the octave of Pente
cost, and lasted till Advent, intermpted by no sufficient number of fasts or festivals 
to divide it into two; but that gradually a fourth vacation was made by the ne
cessity of allowing time for collection of the autumnal products. 

''That there were only three legal terms in the time of ,villiam the Conquer
or, is strongly corroborated by the fact, upon which all historians are agreed, 
that he ( and indeed several of his successors) always held his court, or as it was 
called "wore his crown," at three special periods of the year-Christmas, Easter 
and ,vhitsuntide. Regal magnificence and hospitality, the arrangement of the 
revenue, and the consideration of national affairs, would necessarily occupy se
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English, 

These canons and constitutions were all confirmed by William the 
Conqueror (II) and Henry [the First?] (I) the Second, (K) and so be· 
came part of the common law of England. (L) 

veral of the earlier days of those festivals, and the conclusion of them would fall 
on the commencement of those periods which were specially devoted to the 
transaction of legal business." 

(H.) Reeves's Hist. E. L. ck. 1. "We are told that in the fourth year of his 
reign, at Berkhamstead, in the presence ofLaufranc, archbishop of Canterbury, 
William the Conqueror solemnly swore that he would observe the good and 
approved laws of the kingdom, particularly those of Edward the Confessor; and 
he ordered that twelve Saxons should make inquiry in each county, and return 
what those laws were." 

Hale's Hist. E. L. ck. 9. "The King (William 1,) swore inviolably to observe 
the Jaws which the holy and pious Kings, his predecessors, and especially King 
Edward, had established; yet it appeared not what those laws were, and there
fore a commune concilium was held, and the ancient laws were approved and con
firmed. • • • They were re-affirmed and mingled with the coronation oath 
of "\Villiam 1, and some of his succe~sors." , 

Saxon Jaws, 124, 126. The laws of Edward, as now preserved, are preceded 

by the decrees of William, containing his express confirmation of them, with his 

additions. See also Dugdale's Orig. Jmid. ch. 4, p.5, referring to Ingulph. Hist. 

p. 519, b. and Sclden's San. Ang!. lib. 2, p. 123. 

(I.) Ila'le's IIist. E. L. ck. 7. "The great essaywhie.h Henry 1 made was the 
composing an abstract or manual of laws, wherein he confirmed the laws of 
Edward the Confessor; 'cum illis emendationibus quibus earn pater meus emen
davit,. baronum suorum concilio ;' and then adds his own laws, some whereof 
seem to taste of the canon law. • * The whole collection is transcribed in 
the P.ed Book of the Exchequer, from whence it is now printed in the end of 
Lambard's Saxon laws." 

Nole C. by Sergeant Runnington. "There is a code which passes under the 
name of Henry 1; but the best antiquarians have agreed not to think it genuine. 
It is, however, a very ancient compilation, and may be useful to instruct us in the 
manners and customs of the times." 

(K.) Foss'sJ1ulges of England, Vol. 1, p, 162. "According to the MS. laws of 
Henry 2, which remain in the Red Book of the Exchequer, the terms were at 
first settled in the manner in which they were left by Henry 1, ( that is, by a char
ter of Henry l, the Lent vacation which the law of Edwa1·d the Confessor had 
limited to "~tabis Paschre," was extended to "fifteen days after Easter.") But 
when Ranulph de Glanville was appointed chiefjusticiary, the King (Henry 2) 
by his advice, expressly ratifi.E,d the laws of Edward the Confossor and 'William 
the Conqueror, and accordingly we find in Glanville's Treatise writs made re
turnable in Octabis or Clauso Paschre, according to the old arrangcment."
Spelman's Rcliqure, Origin of the Terms, 81; Glanville, lib. ii, chap. ii. See Dug. 
Orig. Jurid. 90. 

(L.) "\Vhether the constitu:ion recited in the text was really in the compilation 
of Edward the Confessor or not, it had the same validity, if it was established as 
a law of the kingdom in the time of ,villiam the Conqueror or any of his suc
cessors. All the dies non juridici mentioned in this constituLion, must have been 
observed before the Statute of ,vestminstcr the first was passed. John's reign 
afforded a fit opportunity for the establishment of any canon that tended to ad
vance the clergy, by impeding the business of the temporal courts. 
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Afterwards, in succeeding times, there happened several altera
. h fi (~I)tions and relaxations. The Statute of ,vestmmster t e rst, i: 

and other statutes (N) were made to this purpose, and us

(M) Stat. West. 1, c. 51. Et pur ceo que grand charitie serra de faire droit a 
touts en tout temps ou mestier serroit. 

Purview est per assentment des Prelates, que assises de novel disseisin, mort 
d'auncestor, et de darrein presentment fuissent prises en }'Advent, en Septua
gesime, et en quaresme auxibien come le home prent l'enquesto; et ceo prise le 
Roy as Evcgues. 

2 Inst. 264. This Act beginneth with a maxim of law: "Summa charitas est 
facere j1istitian singulis in omni ternpore quando opusfuerit." 

The canon of holy church, upon pain of excommunication, had forbidden the 
holding of any secular plea or the swearing of any man on the Holy Evangelists 
in certain seasons, which Britton (who was Bishop of Hereford, * andwell versed 
in both civil and canon law) thus enumerates in addition to the Lord's days:
From the beginning of Advent to the eighth day after Epiphany, from Septuages
ima to the eighth day after Easter, the Ember days, the days of the Great Lita
nies, Rogation or Cauge days, the week of Pentecost, the time of harvest and 
of vintage, which dureth from the feast of St. Michael the Archangel, and the 
solemn feasts of the Acts of the Saints. Special dispensations had Leen pre
viously obtained for taking inquests and for occasional removal of the impedi
ment which the Canon offered to the administration of justice. This Act was a 
general dispensation for taking three kinds c;f assizes in the seasons of Advent 
and Lent, obtained from the Bishops at the special instance of the King. See 
Reeves's Hist. E. L. c, 7, and c. 4. 3 Bia. Com. 275. Dugd. ch. 32. 

The Act is a clear recognition of what was the previous law as to holy sea
sons. Its terms show to what an exte~t clerical usurpation had proceeded; and 
the fact that the dispensation thus obtained for certain assizes, has, ever since, 
without further legislation, served to legalize all judicial proceedings in the sea
sons mentioned in the Act, shows how intolerable the former restraint must have 
been. 

(N.) Of these statutes the most material was 5 and 6 Ed. 6, c. 3. The pre
amble of that act, very verbose, declares "that times and days are appomted where
in Christians should cease from other labors, nnd apply themselves to holy works." 

* * "Therefore the days are called holy days, not for the matter or nature 
of the days, nor for any 8aint's sake, (for so all days and times are God's crea
tures, and all of like holiness,) but for the nature of the holy works whereunto 
such days are hallowed." * * "Neither is it to be thought that there is any 
certain time or definite number of days prescribed in Holy Scriptures, but that 
the appointment, both of the time and also of the number of the days, is left by the 

* Joil'li le Breton, Judge, and afterwards Bishop of Hereford, died in May, 
12i5, 3 Ed. 1. The work called "Britton," cites Statutes of 6 and 13 
Ed. 1; both of which periods were snbsequent to the Bishop's death. The bet
ter opinion, adopted by Mr. Selden and others, seems to be that the work is only 
an abridgment of Bracton, done into Norman-French, with the addition of sub
sequent alterations in the law, published in the name and by the authority of the 
Ki:1g, about 13 Ed. 1. llcnry de H•acton or Bretton, whose name is sometimes 
wrmen, also, Brycton, Britton, Briton and Breton, Judge and Archdeacon of 
Barnstable, died abo•1t 51 Henry 3, 12G7. 

2 Foss's Judges, 252, 2GO, citing Seltlen's notes to Henglean l\fagna, 51 and 
Dugd. Chron. Series. 2 Reeves's Hist. 89, 901 281. 3 Bla. Com. 408. 
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age,(O} or perhaps positive laws, not now extant, dispensed with 
other days that II ere formerly unjuridical. 

authority of God's word to the liberty of Christ's church, to be determined and 
assigned orderly in every country, by the discretion of the rulers and ministers 
thereof, as they shall judge most expedient to the true setting forth of God's glory 
and the edification of their people·" * * • , 

Sec. 1 enacted that the days following shall be kept and commanded to be 
kept holy days, and none others, to wit: all Sundays in the year, Christmas and 
the three following days: the days of the Circumcision, of Epiphany, of the Pu
rification, of the Annunciation, and of the Ascension, Monday and Tuesday in 
Easter week, Monday and Tuesday in '\Vhitsun week, and fourteen Saints' days, 
which were distributed through the year. "And none other day shall be kept and 
commanded to be kept holy day, or to abstain from lawful bodily labor." 

[Of the days here enumerated, all the dies non which are mentioned by Lord 
Coke (2 Inst. 2G4) and also St. Philip and St. Jacob, and sometimes St. Peter, 
fell within the terms.] 

Sec. 2. The even of the day next before each of certain feasts shall be fasted, 
and none other. 

Sec. 3. Bishops may inquire and punish offenders by the censure of the 
~ureh. , 

Sec. 4. Fasting in Lent, or on Fridays and Saturdays, is not forbidden, or on 

other days appointed by Stat. 3, Ed. 6, c. 19, saving only those evens whereof 

the holidays next following are abrogated by this Statute. 


Sec, 5. If the feast be on Monday, the fast shall be on the even of Saturday 
preceding, and not on Sunday. · 

Sec. 6, Husbandmen, laborers, fishermen, and all persons of every degree, 
upon the holidays aforesaid, in harvest or any other time, when necessity shall re
quire, may labor, ride, fish, or work any kind of work, at their free will and plea
sure. 

[This Statute was repealed 1 Mary, but .the repealiug act was repealed l 
James I.] , 

Many Statutes before and after that of 5 and 6 Ed. 6, were passed concerning 
Sunday and other holidays, which are of great historical interest, but none of 
them directly affected the question of a Court's sitting on Sunday. 

Statutes 50 Ed. 3, c. 5, and 1 Rich, 2, c. 15, prohibited arrests in time of di
vine service. 
, 2i Hen. 6, c. 5. (1448) "In consideration of the in Jury to God and his 
Saints, because of fairs and markets upon the high and principal feasts, as As
eension, Corpus Christi, '\Vhitsunday, Trinity Sunday and other Sundays, 
also the Assumption, All Saints and Good .Friday," temporarily provided thnt 
fairs and markets ( under pain of the forfeiture of the goods offered for sale) 
should cease on the days mentioned, except four Sundays in Harvest. 

2 & 3 Ed. 6, c. 19, repealed all prior la\vs and usages concerning fasting and 
abstinence from meats, and forbade the eating of flesh upon any Friday or 
Saturday or the Embring days or Lent, or any other day commonly reputed a 
fish day. 

5. Eliz. c. 5, forbade the eating of flesh ~n fish days. § 39. "Whosoe~er 
shall, by preaching, teaching, writing or open speech, notify that any eating of 
fish or forbearing flesh mentioned in this Statute, is of necessity for the saving of 
the soul, or that it is the service of God, otherwise than as other politick laws 
are, such persons shall be punished as spreaders of false news." 
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The Mirror of Justices (P) says, "abusion est que tient pleas per Co!!RT or 
. d d d l ERRORS.dimenches (Sundays,) ou per autcrs Jours cfen us, ou evant e \.--y----', 

- HillerThis Statute was continued by 3 Ch~. 1, and 16 Chs. 1, c. 9-subject to a v. 
reduction of penalties for the eating of flesh on fish days, made by 35 Eliz. c. 7. English, 

A Stat, of 3 James 1, required divine service on every 5th of November, the 
anniversary of the discovery of the Gunpowder plot. 

12 Chs. 2, c. 14, required the annual celebration of 29th May, as the anniver· 
sary of the Restoration. 

12 Chs. 2, c. 30, directed that every 30th of January, (the .anniversary of 
the execution of Chs. 1,) unless it shall be the Lord's day, and then the next 
day, should be forever set apart as a day of fasting and humiliation. 

A declaration published by James l, and read in the churches, was intended 
to promote sports and lawful recreations on Sunday. Two Acts for the better 
observance of Sunday were passed, early in the reign of Chs. 1, which forbade 
persons assembling on Sunday, out of their own Parishes, for sport; and, also, 
their following bull baiting or other unlawful sports in their own parishes. 
Subsequent temporary regulations were made perpetual by Stat. 29 Chs. 2, c. 7, 
which prohibited worldly labor, in general, on Sunday, and especially made 
void the execution or service on that day of any writ, procer-s, warrant, order, 
judgment or decree, except in cases of treason, felony and breach of the peace, 

A Statute of '\Villiam 3, added to the holidays the days set apart by his 
l\fajesty, on extraordinary occasions. 

The uniformity of process Act, 2 '\V. 4, c. 39, places Sundays on the same 
footing as Christmas day, and other days appointed for a public fast or thanks
giving, as to proceedings after the expiration of eight days from the service of 
process. An Act of 3 Geo. 4, had done the same, as to the opening of the 
Judges' commissions on the Circuits. 

The Law Amendment Act, 3 & 4 "IV. 4, c. 42, § 43, passed in 1833, enacted 
that no holidays should be observed in the Courts, or in the offices belonging 
thereto, except Sundays, Christmas day, and the three following days, and Eas
ter Monday and Tuesday. 

Sir Edward Coke, (2 Inst. 261) writing after the Stat. of Ed. G, enumerates 
the dies non juridicos, thus :-1. All Sundays. 2. Ascension day in Easter 
Term. 3. St. John the Baptist's day, when it falls in Trinity Term. 4. The 
Purification in Hilary Term; and 5. All Saints' and All Souls' days in Mi
chaelmas Term. The two la.st were cut off by subsequent Statutes, which 
altered Michaelmas Term so that it began on the morrow of All Souls. Then, 
until the Law Amendment Act, the dies non were Sundays, Ascension or holy 
Thursday, the Purification or Candlemas, and St. John the Baptist's or Mid- !, Tidd's pr. 
summer day, if it happened ir; Trinity Term-unless it was a Friday next after 51 i ;;~ J3la. 
Trinity Sunday, in which case it was dies juridicus, by Stat. 32 Hen. 8. ' 

The Stat. of Ed. (i continued to regulate holidays, chiefly, until 1833. Under 
it, the offices of Court were shut, or extra fees for opening them demanded, on 
the holidays, which did not fall within the terms. (See Tidd's Pr. 55, JOG. 3 
Chit. Gen. Prac. 101.) But between the holidays under the Statute and dies 1wn 
at common law, the Courts 111ade a distinction. 

The Statute was intended to lessen, not to increase, the number of holidays, 
and seemed to have been framed with such reference to the Terms as that, even 
before they were abridged, not more than two holidays, besides Sundays, fell 
into one Term; it did not make void proceedings on holiuays; it indulged a laJ. 
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· • · d" h t 1· "(Q ) • • • ,.CouRT or sole1l levie, ou noctanter, ou m 1s ones ieu. 
ERRORS. .As to the observation, that the Courts of justice have never been 

'----:--' restrained by .Act of Parliament from sitting on Sundays, and that 11H1 er d · · • d v. the 29th of C. 2, c. 7. does not exten to g1V1ng .JU gments,
English. It was needless to restrain them from it by .Act of Parliament.· 

Cases decided. They could not do it by the canons ~nciently received and made :i. 

CPloEwl: 265;.. part of the law of the land, and therefore, the restraining them from 
ro. 1z• 2.,. l B 

it by Act of Parliament would have been mere y nugatory. ut 
fairs, markets, sports and pastimes were not unlawful to be holden 

observance, and it provided no penalties besides ecclesiastical censure. For 
these or other rea-sons, the Courts at 1Vestminster (which seem always to have 
struggled against the delays occasioned by imerruptions of those Terms that 
had been wrested from the Church for the administration of justice) whilst they 

' considered the Statute as commanding that dies non, before observed, but not 
mentioned in the Statute, should no longer be kept, did not find in the Stat
ute an imperative requirement that holidays in the Terms should be kept, that 
were mentioned in the Statute, but were not dies non -at common law. They 
kept inviolable Ascension day and Purification day; (1 Chit. R. 400-9 B. & 
C. 2·13,) but they would not suspend business on St. Philip and St. Jacob's day, 
(2 Sm1th's Rep. 203,) nor on St. Peter's; (7 Taunt. 18-2) as in like disregard 
of Statutes that contained no absolute prohibition, they refused to suspend on 
the anniversary of the Restoration, (7 Term. 332 ;) and on the anniversary of the 
Martyrdom, despatched common business before adjourning. The offices were 
required to be kept open on the days the Courts sat, and thus the Statute of Ed. 
6, so far as it enjoined the keeping of holidays, had no effect in Term-time. 

No statute was at any other time passed, which forbade proceedings m Court 
on particular days. To the common law, and not to any statute, has always 
been ascribed the invalidity of legal proceedings on Sundays and other dies non; 
and before the Amendment of the Law Act, no Statute concerning Sunday or 
other holiday expressly required its observance by Courts. 

(0.) The Acts of25 Hen. 8, c. 21, concerning Peter Pence and dispensations; 
of the same ;year, c. 19, concerning the Canon law; of22 Hen. 8, c. 14, concerning 
sanctuaries; of 27 Hen. 8, c. 28, and 31 Hen. 8, c. 13, abolishing monasteries, 
and various other acts of that and the two succeeding reigns, whereby the Refor
mation was carried into effect, the Reformation itself, and the civil wars and reli
gious strifes of the seventeenth century, must have lessened the reverence for 
some of the unjuridical days; and these causes, with the Statute of 29 Chs. 2, and 
other Statutes which, although silent as to the sitting of the courts, made a wide 
difference in othe~·respects between Sunday and ~ther holidays, may well be 
supposed to have introduced and confirmed usages which, in the practice of the 
courts, deeply engraved the common law concerning Sunday, but obliterated it 
entirely as to some of the other dies non, and almost as to all others. 
~Not one of the Statutes mentioned in these 1Wtes, nm any other English, Sta.tut~ 

aoncerning Sunday, lwlidays, O'/' the Terms of tke Courts, was ever made of force in. 
South, Carolina. 

(P.) Reeves's Hist. En. L. ck. 9. "By some pronounced older than the Con
quest, but it is probable that Andrew Horne, whose name it bears, took an old 
book of the same name, and in the reign of Edward II, worked it into the vol
ume we IIQW .see," See Dugd. Orig: Jurid. c. 23, ' 
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and used on Sundays at common law; and therefore, it was requi- CouRT oF 
. t t . 1 t h"b" h d . f ERRORS.site o enac particu ar s atutes to pro 1 it t e use an exercise o ~ 

. them upon Sundays, as there was nothing else that could hinder Hiller 

their being continued in use. v. 
English.In 1\Iackalley's case, 9 Co, 6G b. it was objected that "Sunday is 


not diesjuridicus, and therefore, no arrest can be mad~in it; and 

every one ought to abstain from secular affairs upon that day." But 

it was answered and resolved that no judicial act ought to be done 

in that day; but rninisterial acts may be lawfully ena:cted in the 

Sunday. 


(Q..) Conformable hereto was Law 10, Table 1, in tb.e fragments of the 
Twelve Tables. "Let no judgment be given after the going down of the sun." 

And by the Public Law of France, in the reign of Louis XIV, (2 Domat. b. 
14, Tit. 6, § 4) it was forbidden to proceed to the trial of a criminal in the after• 
noon, when the crime of which he was accused was of so high a nature as to 
deserve punishment of death, natural or civil, of the gal!ies, or of temporary 
banishment. 

Lord Coke, in his commentary on the Stat. of Vvestminster the first, c. 51, (2 , 
Inst. 26·1,) says that from Sir John Fortescue it will be seen that there are korm 
juridicm, from 8 o'clock, A. M. till meridian; the Courts not sit.ting in other hours, 
but the Judges giving themselves to refreshment and study. This, as all see and 
many feel, is not the usage of modern times; but this, like some of the proposi
tions quoted from the Mirrour, serves to point to a distinction between the abuse 
of discretion and the violation of prohibition-between what may be disap· 
proved and what is void. 

O'NEALL, J. dissentin{f.-In this case, I trust that, as I stand 
now alone in opinion, I may be permitted to say, that the 
case has been argued in the Court of Errors without any . 
agency on my part. No one regrets more than I do, the great 
consumption of time in this. court. Still it is, perhaps, a ne
cessary evil in the administration of justice. 

The Lord's day, it seems to be well settled, is that portion 
of time between Saturday evening midnight, and midnight 
Sunday evening. The question is can a verdict in a case at 
law be rendered in that time 7 I am clear it cannot be. 

The Lord's day is not, like the Jewish Sabbath, resting 
on a positive command for its observance. But it is the day 
of the Resurrection; it is the day set apart from then, as that 
on which the followers of Jesus Christ should assemble them- · 
selves together. By the common consent of the Christian 
world, and I may therefore venture to say by inspiration, it 
has been set apart as a day of rest, instead of the Jewish R

9 120Sabbath. No d?ubt works of necessity and benevolence epGGb. or 
may be done on 1t. 
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CouRT or "Dies noh Juriclici sunt dies clominici," (the non-judicial 
ERRoRs, days are the Lord's days) "throughont the .,~ho!~ year." 

~___, The only exception was, that necessary mm1stenal acts 
Hiller rnio!Jt 

0 
be done. ·what are the ministerial acts here intended 1 

EnJish. Th ey, as I think, were confined to service o( rrocess; and 

l;, even that by Stat. 29 Car. 2, c. 7, sec. 6, was lumted to treas
0 9 Rep6 or on, _felo~1 }7' or breach of t~e peace.. In Johnson v. iSatt~r

See the case, white, 1t was ruled that it 1s agamst law to serve wnts 
No. 617, Col. (subpama writs) on Sunday.

1 McC. I have no idea that the receipt and recording of a ver
dict 1s a ministerial act. It requires the court to be in ses

3 Bur. rno1. sion. Lord l\Iansfield, in Swann, v. Broome, tells us "it is. 
impossible for the con rt to sit on a Sunday." "Some of these 
return days," says Tidd. 106, speaking of the return days of 
the English Terms, "happen on a Sunday, and evidently, 
when writs were formal, courts did actually sit on that day; 
but that practice having been long disused, it is now holden, 
that an appearance cannot be entered, nor any judicial act 
done, or supposed to be done, in the court until :Monday." Is 
not an appearance as much a ministerial act as receiving a 
verdict 1 Perhaps more so. For it, the constructive pres
ence of the court is sufficient. For the reception of a ver
dict, the court must be actually present. 

When the jury present themselves in their box to deliver 
their verdict, the plaintiff has a right, before it is pronounced, 
to submit to a non-suit. This, technically, is the judgment 
of the court, and supposes the court to judicially pass on the 
matter. A non-suit ordered on Sunday! How can that be 
excused 1 Again, when the jury present themselves to ren
der their verdict, they may, in t!ie discretion of tlte court, be 
polled. This one would think was a judicial act. So, too, 
a verdict is not always right, as written by the jury. The 
Judge has the right, and it is his duty to order it corrected. 
ls not this a judicial act 1 ' 

But the reception of a verdict on Sunday leads to this 
ugly state of things. The court must be adjourned on Sat
urday evening, if the jury are to be kept together, and their 
verdict to be received as soon as they may agree; when they 
do agree, if it be mid-day of Sunday, the Judge, the clerk, 
sheriff and attorneys are to be dragged from the Church to 
the Court House; and as the people retire from the house of 
prayer, they are to hear the sheriff proclaiming the adjourn

. ment, bntil l\Ionday morning 10 o'clock. Such a spectacle 
has never been heretofore witnessed in South Carolina and 

2 Bay, 232. !hope never will. Since Shaw v. JJ1' Combs it has \een 
considered settled and established as law in thi; State that a 
verdict delivered in on Sunday morning, after the expiration 
of the 12th hour, is void. It is true, however, in that case, 
th\t the term of the court had expired, and hence the deci
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sion, as far as stated, is not necessarily binding on us; but CouaT or 
still the Judges did not seem to regard that in the decision; Eaaoas. 
and after an acquiescence of forty years, it is better to abide~ 
by even a dictum on a point of practice, and which has ope- v.er 
rated well enougli, rather than to unsettle it by a ne\V rule English. 
of uncertain oreration. 

But it is said, it is a necessary work, inasmuch as the jury 
would be kept together all sunday, w}ien a few moments 
might relieve them. If this were true, I might, and would, 
go a great way to. discharge the jury. But there is nothing . 
whatever in it. The Act· of the legislature of 1818, when ActstcJf.18;. 
read and understood, in the plain sense of the words used, · 
removes the whole difficulty. The preamble sets out the 
mischief, which was, that as jurors in Charleston were em
pannelled for one week, when the term was of several weeks 
duration, and in consequence of it, many causes of litigated 
and important nature, commenced and not determined with
in the term, prove to be mistrials ; to remedy it, it was there
fore enacted in the first section, "that any jury in Charles
ton district which shall be hereafter impannelled, and charged 
with the trial of any. issue, .civil or criminal, whose term of 
one week shall termiuate or expire before the final decision of 
such issue, such jury shall•not be discharged, as heretofore, 
but it shall and may be lawful for the presiding Judge to ad
journ the said jury to the ensuing week, in like manner as: 
juries are adjourned from day 10 day; and such juries shall 
duly attend at the time to which they are so adjourned, and 

· resume the consideration of such issue, until such jury shall 
have finally made up their verdict, and disposlld of such is
sue, or shall otherwise be lawfully discharged from the con
sideration thereof, any law, custom or usage, to the contrary 
thereof in anywise notwitnstanding." In the second section, 
it is provided, "that any juror composing such jury, as shall 
be so adjourned, as aforesaid, who shall refuse or neglect to at
tend at the time and place to which he shall be so adjourned, 
in conformity with this Act, shall be subject to the same pains, 
forfeitnres and penalties, as by the laws, of this State are usu
ally imposed upon jurors who shall m:ike default." The 
third section extends · them provisions to all parts of the ' 
State where courts sit for more than one week .. 

The reading of this Act is so plain, that I confess, were it 
not that my brothers have come to a ditforeut conclusion, I 
would say, there could be no doubt, that when the jury could 
not agree before 12 o'clock of Saturday. evening, they must 

. be adjourned over until l\1onqay morning, 10 A. l\I. and then 
resume the consideration of the case. 'l'he words certainly 
mean that, and nothing else. It has, however, been argued, 
that this construction would not do to be adopted after tbe 
jury have been charged with a case i then, it is said, they 

. 54 
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CouRT or ruust be kept together until they agree. To this I answer, 
.ERaoRs. the legislature contemplated that very case. For they speak 

'----:--' of a jury "charged with ~he trial of any issue, civil or crimi
Hiller nal, whose term of one week shall terminate or expire before 

Eniiish. the final decision of such issue ;" in such a case they have 
directed that they shall be" adjourned," "shall attend,"" shall 
resume the consideration of such issue;" and after being ad
journed, if they shall fail to attend at the time and place to 
which they shall be adjourned, they shall be liable to penal
ties, &c. It is plain: from such words, that the legisiature 
knew what they were speaking about, and that they intend
ed, ·in every case where the jury could not agree, within the 
week, that is before midnight of Saturday, they should be 
adjourned beyond Sunday. No doubt they weighed the evil 
of allowing a jury, after they were charged, to separate, with. 
that of keeping 12 citizens, many of whom are husbands, 
shut up, separated from their wives and children, and kept 
from their religious duties on Sunday; and no doubt it was 
regarded as the less evil, to allow them to return to their 
homes, attend to their household duties, mingle in the wor
ship of our common Father, on the Sunday, and then return 
on Monday, refreshed and calmed from the angry discussions 
of Saturday, in the jury room, ·to the consideration of the 
eause. In this 'View of the matter, I fully concur. For one, 
I can say, I have much less fear of a jury being tampered 
with, when allowed to separate, under proper instructions 
!from the court, than when they are caged and shut up like 
wild beasts, to force an agreement. Tell jurymen in the 
,presence of the crowd in the court room, that they are to 
suffer no one to sp;ak to them on the case, while they are 
allowed to separate; and if any one does, to report him .to 
the court, and I think no one ever will make an attempt to 
violate such instructions. An experience of more than thir
ty years does not enable me to point out a single instance of 
abuse under such circumstances. The fault of our judicial 
administration, is in treating jurors with too little considera
tion. Let them understand that they are regarded as gen
tlemen, and treat them accordingly, and I scarcely ever have 
a fault to find with them. Be these considerations, however, 
as they may, and even if I doubted the wisdom of the en
actment, I would not dare · to set up my notions against 
,the Act. Ita le:c scripta is enough for me. But it is said, 
it was discretionary with the Judge to .adjourn the jury, or 
keep them together. The words are, "1t shall and may be 
lawful." When they are used in an Act, they are equiva
lent to a command. In this case, however, they constitute 
the only authority of the Judge to, keep the jury. Before 
he was bound to discharge them at 12 o'clock Saturday eve

' tiing; now, he may adjourn them over to the next week. 
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With these views of the Act of 1818, it is to my mind, plain, CouRT or 
that there was no necessity to receive the Vt!rdict on Sunday, ERRORs, 

and keeping th_e ju~y one moment after 12 o'clock Saturday'--:---' 
night, was a violation of the Act. Hiller 

It has. been suggested, that if the jury deliberated after 12, En;lisjl. 
and the verdict was the result of that, that then such delib
eration and rendition would make it judicial and void. It 
is true, the verdict was delivered quarter past 12, and it may 
be there was not much deliberation in the 15 minutes, yet I 
apprehend we have no right to make such inqniry. The 
verdict, when rendered, is, in law, regarded as the conclu
sion of the jury, at that moment; and hence, according to 
the reasoning suggested by those in favor of this verdict, it 
could not be supported. 

I regret,· that while other States have passed laws to se- Petty v. Gree
cure the observance of Sunday, we should in any way trench Iy, Law Re
upon it. If I. k;w myself, I have no Phrarasaical notions, P0!00r, New 

h. h ld . h b' f h S bb h . k' 8enes vo . 1 I.w 1c wou re •rse t e o ~ect o t e a at , m ma mg P· 253'. Web-
man for it, instead of holding it to be for man. Still its due ster v. Abbott, 
observance as a day of worship and rest, is of so much im- [R1,e,) 117; 
portance to morals, and to the health and happiness of man, Fr~n:ho4IS 
that I would do nothing c'llculated in the slightest degree, 1 

• 

to diminish a due observance of it. I fear •this decision will 
·have that affect.' 



RULES 

, FOR TH.E 

COURT OF' ERRORS. 


Ruu:s settled in PelZ.v. Ball, lst.,Rich. Eq. 418. 

1st. In no case whatever will an appeal lie directly from any Circuit 
Court of Law or Equity, to all the Judges assembled as a Court of Errors. 

2nd. No cause shall be placed on the docket of the Court of Errors, un• 
less by the order of the Appear Court in which the cause was heard or 
opened. , 

3rd. No application will be entertained by either Court, by petition or 
otherwise, nor will argument be heard on any motion for sending a cause 
to the Court of Errors, after judgment rendered. 

4th. In every case, the Court requiring the assembling of a Court of Er
rors, shall, so far as practicable, (unless all questions and matters involved 
in the cause be referred to the said Court,) specify the particular ques· 
tions and points of law on which it may desire the judgment of that Court. 
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ACCEPTANCE
1. 	Where it was proved that a franchise had been granted by the State to the ex• 

ecutors of W. deceased, in trust for the separate use of his daughter; that the 
defendant was, at the time of the grant, the only qualified executrix:, and was 
still so; and that from that time until the commencement of the suit, the cestui 
que trust and her husband were in the possession and enjoyment of the fran• 
chise, consistent with and according to the terms of the grant, this was /u:1,d to 
be sufficient evidence of the acceptance of the grant by the defendant, to sup
port a verdict affirming her acceptance.-Clark v. Wilkie.•.••••••••••••••••••• 259 

2. 	The acceptance of a grant by Act of the Legislature, must be presumed until 
the contrary be proved.. • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . • • • • . . • • • • • • • • •.•• • • • • • • • • •• • • •• • • • • Jb. · 

ACCESSARY. 
Vide Indictment, 1, 2, 5. Slaves, 1, 2. Evidence 10, 11. 

ACCOMPLICE. 
Vide Evidence, 11. 


ACCOUNT, BOOKS OF 

1. 	If account books offered in evidence are so kept as to be intelligible, there is no 

reason why they ·should not be equally admissible whether kept l:>y double or 
single entries, or by setting apart a page or part of a page, for each customer, 
and exhibiting in one view the whole account.-Toomer T. Gadsden•••••••••• ••• 193 

2. 	To make an account book evidence, all tnat our cases seem to require, are that 
the book be regularly kept, and that it be the book of original entries. The 
evidence offered must not be loose memoranda, not a book into which the 
charges have been transferred from some other book, but the book in which 
the entries are made cotemporaneously with the facts which they record... • • • • • • lb. 

Vide Fraud, 3. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

Vide Evidence, 6. Partners, 2. 


ACTION. 

Vide Fraud, 1. Joint Tenant, 1. Pleading, 2. J.IJeslor and Com:missi.o-ner, 2•. 


ACTION ON THE CASE. 

1. 	In an action on the case, a recovery cannot be had on a contract, so as thereby to 

charge a dormant partner with a debt of the fi.rm.-1.l!owry v Schroder... • • • • • • • • 69 

ADMISSIONS. 
1. 	B. administrator of J.B. (deed.) who was the executor onV. B. (deed.) admit


ted in stating his accounts before the ordinary, that a legacy left by the will of 

. .. .. . .. .. . -· ,. .. 
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,v. B. to his son, was a debt due by his intestate, and a sum sufficient, of the 
assets, was left in his hands to pay it. This was held to be sufficient to charge 
him as administrator, with its payment at law.-Bucltanan v. Buchanan.,·:·,., 63 

2. 	The Statute oflimitations began to run fr'.lm such settlement before the ordinary, 
and the defendant having continually admitted the debt, to a short time before 
action, it was held that such admissions prevented its operation ••••• , , • • • • • • • • • Io. 

ADVERSE POSSESSION. 
Vide Poss,,ssum, 11 2. 

AGENT. 
Vide Bills of Exchange and Promissory Notes, 2. Principal and .&gent. Discount, I. 

AGREEMENT. 

Vide Presumptum, 4, 5. 


AIDER AND ABETTOR. 

Vide Indictment, S. 


APPEAL. 
I, A trial ordered of a slave after two mistrials, is not a subject of appeal, until the 

trial be had.-State v. Lewis., .. , . , .............. , , , , ·........ , , , , ........ , • 47 
2, Generally an appeal does not lie from a Judge's ordei; ordering or refusing a new 

trial in the case of a slave convicted of a crime .. , , , ......... , , . , • • . • • • • • • .. • • Io, 

Vide Conkmpt, 4. Supersedeas, 1. Clergy, Bene.fit of, I. 

ARREST. 
1. 	 If a defendantresist an arrest, then there must be some corporal touching of his 

body, to make the arrest complete. But if the defendant submit, there is no 
necessity to touch his body.-McCracken v. ~nslcy,. , ••••••.• , , ••• , ••• , • • • • • • 1 

ARSON. 

Vide Clergy, Bene.fit ~ 2. 


ASSIGNEE. 

Vide Master and C<>mmissumer. 2. Trover, L 


ATTACHMENT. 
1. A domestic attachment issued by a magistrate for the sum of fifty-six dollars, 

and levied upon the goods of a defendant who was out of the State, was set 
aside in favor of a foreign attachment issued the day after against the same 
defendant; the levy was adjudged to be void, and the goods held to be lev;able 
under the foreign attachment.-Lindau v .A.mold •• ••••• , • , •••••.•••• , • • • • • • •• 290 

2, 	Third persons, garnishees or creditors, cannot take advantage of any irregulari
ty in issuing or sueing an attachment.-3 McC., 201 and 345..••••••••.• , •••• , Io. 

3. 	Although a domestic attachment be gpod, its levy wiU not pre1:ent a levy of a 

foreign attachment, subsequently issued, on the same property. The subse


- · quent levy will constitute a subsequent lien. Such a case is not one in which 
an attachment cannot be levied ....... , .............................. • • .. • · • Io. 

4. When a fund is recovered in a Court of general or limited jurisdiction, and is. 
actually or constructively in Court, and is to be paid over by its mandate, it is 
not the subject of levy•• : ....·.................. ."•••• .. •••• .... ··" .... •••• ·1a. 
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ATTACHMENT FOR tONTEl\IPT. 

Vide C<>nkmpt, 3, 4. 


ATTORNMENT. 

Vide Lanal.urd and Tenant, 3. 


ATTORNEY. 

Vide Omtempt, 1, 2. Costs, 4. 


DILLS OF EXCHANGE AND PROlIISSORY NOTES. 
1. 	M. to whom or bearer B's. note was payable, being about to negotiate it to J. in 

order to induce him to take it, wrote his name as maker,-held that it was a 
good note to bearer, and that M. was liable to pay it.-Devore v. Mundy.. • • • • • • 15 

2. 	Where a promissory note is endorsed by an agent or attorney in the name of his 
principal, under an authority to endorse notes, that is not a sufficient authority 
for him to receive notice of the dishonor of the note; for an authority to endorse 
does not include an authority to receive wtice of dishonor. Vide Story on 
Pr=. Notes, sec. 309.-Valk v. Gaillo,rd.... • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • . • • • • 99 

Vide Promise, 1, 3, 4, 5, 6. Principal and Surety, 1. Fraud, 1. Damages, 1. 

DOND. 

Vide Maskr and Dnnmissioner, 1, 2. 


CARRIER. 
l. 	To exempt himself from liability, the carrier must show that the damage pro

ceeded f1om some cause which was within the exceptions to his general 
liability.-Cameron v. Rick .•••.. ................................ , •••••••• 16S 

Vide Principal and .Agent, II. 

CASES QUESTIONED. 
1. The ease of Geddes v. Simpson If- Morrison, in 2 Bay, 533, questioned.-Meggett 

v. F'inrwy .... ....................... , •• , • .. • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 220· 

2. 	The case of Edson v. Davis, l McCord, 555, approved of, and that of Barino ii. 

M'Gee, 3 McCord, 452, questioned.-Murray v Stephens .•..•..•..•••.....••• 352. 
3. 	Case of l'ricComhs v. S!iaw, in 2 Bay, 232, examined, and the report of it correct-

ed.-Hiller·v. Englisk .... ••••••• , ........................................... 

CASES APPROVED. 

Vide Cases Questwr.ed, 2. 


CHALLENGE. 

' Vide Slaves, 1. 


Cl\IARLESTON. 

Vide City Council°of Ckarlcslon, 1, 2, 3. 


CITY COUNCIL OF CHARLESTON. 
1. 	A bond held by one living within the corporate limits of Charleston is subject to, 

taxation by the City Council, though the obligor resides out of the city; and it 
is not objectionable that the tax should be imposed in cases where the obligor· 
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is solvent, and that this question 'should be lef, to be determi~ed by the holder 
of the bond.-,S'tate v, The City Council of Charlesl<m ......... ............... 217 

3. 	An Ordinance of the City Council of Charleston, imposing a penalty upon re
tail grocers for having spirituous liquors on their premises, without a license 
to retail the same, is not in derogation of the "common rights" of the citizen, 
but a legal restraint imposed on a few for 'the benefit of the many, and within 
the powers delegated to the Council, by the Charter of the City.-City Cou11cll 
v. Akrens ........ ...................................................... 241 


3, Although if Congress pass a law authorizing the importation of any article of 
commerce on payment of a duty, or even without, no State can pass a faw 
prohibiting the importation, yet as soon as the article ceases to be a part of the 
foreign commerce of the country, and passes into the hands of the retailer 
or consumer, it becomes a part of the property of the citizens of the State, and 
subject to the laws of the State; therefore an Ordinance of the City Council 
of Charleston, forbidding spirituous liquors, in the hands of the retailer or con• 

' 	 sumer, to be kept in certain places, is not an interference with the power of 
Congress to regulate trade ............................ , .. .. • • • • .. .. .. .. .. Io. 

4. 	The Ordinance of the City Council of Charleston, entitled "An Ordinance to 
prevent the establishment of any new burial grounds with.in the limits of the 
City," is both constitutional and within the powers. granted to them by the 
City charter.-City Council v. Baptist C!turek .. .• , ..•. , ••.••. , : • • . • • • . . • • • • 306 

5. 	If the power exists in the City Council to pass an Ordinance, the court has no 
jurisdiction to control its discretion in the exercise of it, provided it be exer
cised consistently with the laws and the constitution of the State: nor is it 
necessary to the existence of the power, that there be a present occasion for 
its exercise. It is sufficient that a future occasion may demand it. The pro
vince of the court is merely to declare whether the power is granted..... . • • • • lb· 

6. 	If an Ordinance· be exceptionable on these grounds, an appeal against its en
forcement, lies only to the corporators.,, ....... , .................. , • • . • • .. lb· 

7. 	The power which enacted an Ordinance may repeal it, unless the rights or privi
leges it conferred might be claimed in the nature of a contract •••• ,........... lb. 

8. 	In a summary process under the ordinance of the city of Charleston, against 
loitering, in describing the negroes it is not necessary to set forth either the 
sex of the negroes or their names, or the names of their owners.-Clly Council v, 
Seeba • ............................................................... 319 

CLERGY, BENEFIT OF. 
1. 	The Court of Appeals may give judgment after dismissal of an appeal in case 

of felony; and this, although the appeal has been abandoned and benefit of 
clergy prayed.-State v, Svldiffe., •• .. , •• , .. : ••• , ... , • .. . . .. .. . . . . . . • • . . . • 3i2 

-2. 	Where the indictment charge~ the burning of a house, benefit of clergy is not ta
ken away by the statutes which take it from the burning of a dwelling house, 
.or barn having com 01· grain in it. .................. , ..... ,, ..... ,,........ lb, 

CLE~K. 

Vide Costs, 4, 5. 


COLLATERAL UNDERTAKING. 

V1de Frauds, Statute of, 1, ~. 3 . 


. CO)I:MISSIONERS OF ROADS. 

Vide Nonjoinder, l. 
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COMl\ION LAW. 

Vide Slaves, 3. 


CONFESSIONS. 
Vide Evideme, 16. 


CONGRESS. 

Vide City C<rU1uil of Charl.eston, 3. 


CONSIDERATION. 
Vide Frauds, Stat1tte of, 3. 

CONSPIRACY. 

Vide Evideme, 12, 14. 


CONSTITTTIONAL QUESTIONS. 

Vide C<rUrt of Appeals, 1. 


OONSTRUOTION. 
1. 	The law will never, by any construction, advance a private to the destruction of 

a public interest;' but, on the contrary, will advance the public interest, as far as 
it is possible, though it be to the prejudice of a private one.-City C<rUncil v. Bap
tiJt Church . ••••• , ••••••••• ·••••••.••••• , •.••..••••.•• , • , , •• , •• , •••••• , , • • 306 

Vide Deed 1, 2. 

CONTEMPT. 
1. 	The court refused to strike from the docket an appeal from the decision of the 

Circuit Judge, imposing a fine, after rule served to shew cause, upon an attorney , 
of the court for contempt, a1though the fine had not yet been paid.-State v. Ilunt 322 

2. 	The Judge not only has power to fine for a contempt committed by an attorney 
in the use of improper expressions towards another attorney, in the argument of 
a:cause in the presence of the court, but also he may, or not, in the exercise of his 
legal discretion, use that power, and the punishment following its use is altogeth
er discretionary with him ........ , ............ , .......... , .......... , , , • , 1/J. 

3, 	Extraordinary cases may occur, in which the court might hold that the power 
to attach for a supposed contempt had been improperly used; but where the 
contempt is palpable, and where the defendant in contempt, without apology, 
puts himself in the attitude of justification throughout, these facts do not af
ford a case for the interference of the court. .. , .. , , . , ...... , , , , , • , , .. , •. , , , , • Ia. 

4. 	Every court has the power to fine for contempt, but notwithstanding this undeni
able power, still whenever it is exercised, every citizen has the right to appeal.. Io. 

5. 	The provision of the Act of 1811, that no one shall be imprisoned without a 
hearing, renders the proceeding by rule proper in all cases of contempt of cout IIJ. 

CONTINUANCE. 

Vide Practice, 1. 


CONTRACT. 
1. 	The rule with regard to a written contract is, that the obligatory part of it, what 

the party undertook to do or perform, shall not be varied by parol evidence. But 
the date is no part of the contract. A deed is no deed until it is delivered; and if 
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the time of delivery be ·important, the true time may be shown, although it may be 
different from that"sct out in the writing, without a violation of any legal prinei
ple.-11,JcCracken v. Ansley .. .............................. '.. . . . • • • .. • • .. • 1 

Vide Adion tm tke case, 1. Nimjoinder, 1. Parters, 2. 

CONVEYANCE. 

Vi.de Former Recover,;, 2. 


COSTS. 
1. 	A public officer, against whom, for any official act, a prohibition may be sought 

is not liable for the costs of the motion, or of any proceeding which may ensue.
State v. Jervey .............. , .................................. , ..... .. 304 

2. 	Upon suggestion filed, issue joi!:ed, trial and verdict, after recovery upon a she
riff's official bond, costs are to be truced asofright, by the officers of Court.-Row
ell v. Mulligan ......................................................... 349 

3. A suggestion well supplies the place of a declaration in an ordinary case.. • • • • lb, 
4. 	When a suggestion against the sheriff and his sureties is tried, the clerk, in the 

trucation of costs, is not entitled to fifty cents for "notice;" nor is the attorney 
entitled to four dollars for "notice." For the "thirty day rule," required to be 
served upon the defendants, the attorney is entitled to two dollars .•••••.• , • • • • • I!>. 

5. 	The court doubted whether the clerk was not premature in taxing costs for entering 
"satisfaction," before it was ascertained whether satisfaction had been rendered 
in the case ................................. , ................ , , •• , • • • .. • lb. 

Vide Principal and Bail, 1. · 

COURT. 

Vide Judgment, 1, 2. Evidence, 3. Contempt, 11 2, 31 4, 5. 


COURT OF APPEALS. 
1. 	It is for the Appeal Court, in which the cause is heard or opened, to determine 

whether there is a constitutional question involved in the case.-City Councll v • 
.Ahren.s . •••••••••••••••••• , ...•...•••••...•••.• ; •••••.••••• , •••••••• , • • • 241 

Vide Ckrgy, Bene.fit of, 1. 

CREDITORS. 

Vide Attachment, 2. 


DAMAGES. 
1. 	In an action for a deceit in frau<i.ulently transferring and representing as unpaid, 

a note which had b~en paid, the Court held, that the jury might well find the 
amount ofthe note, with interest, as the measure ofdamages.-Spikes v. English,.. 3! 

2: Where the defendant gave the jury no means to determine as to his pecuniary 
condition, the Court will not disturb their verdict on the ground of excessive 
damages.-Capekart v. Carradine.......................................... 42 

DATE. 

Vide contract, 1. 


DECEIT. 

Vide Fraud, 1. Damages, 1. Principal and Agentt 2, 
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DECLARATION. 

Vide Costs; 3. 


DECLARATIONS . 

. Vide Evidence, 7, 12, 13, 14. 


DECREE. 

Vide Judge, 1. 


DEED. 
1. The deed of conveyaw:e reserved " one square acre, containing my family bu- · 
, rial ground," without defining 	 the precise spot by lines and boundaries, but 

before its execution, the parties had agreed upon and marked out the space 
which was to be considered the graveyard: the Court lu,ul, that the Circuit 
Judge had con-ectly charged the j.iry that they might consider the space thus 
marked out as the location agreed upon by the parties, although it was found 
to contain a little more than the square acre.-A.ttman v. MBride •.. .......... 203 

2. When· the intention of the parties is ascert:.ined, the rule that the deed should be 
construed most strongly against the grantor, is subservient to that... • • . • • • • • • • lb 

Vide contract, 1. Evidena, 6. Presumption, 6, 7. 

DELIVERY. 
1. 	Where it was obvious that the parties to. a sealed note or obligation, executed it 


and left it in the hands oi the principal obligor, to be delivered to the obligee 

only on condition that he would discount 1t, and the obligee had refused to do 

so-the Court heul, that there had been no delivery to him, either actual or con


·structive; and that to an action brought on the note in his name, either for 
his own benefit, or for that of any other person, the plea of 'IW1l est fadum was 
a good defence.-Brooks v. Bobo •.................. , ..... , • • .. •.. • .. • • .. .. • • 3S 

DEMAND. 

Vide Promi-se, 3, 6. 


DENIAL. 
.Vide E"idence, 15. 

DISCOUNT. 
· 1. Plaintiff, as assignee, sued defendant as maker of a promissory note, which was 

1 past due before it was transferred, and defendant claimed to be credited with the 
amount of a note which the assignor had given to a third person, ( which was also 
past due when defendant's note was assigned to the plaintiif,) and which defend
ant had agreed to pay as part of the note sued on; the Court held that the jury 
were properly instructed to allow the discount, if defendant had assumed to pay this 
note, and had been exclusively looked to and bound to pay it.-Quackenbush v. 
Miller ••••••••••••••••••.••••.•••.•••••••••.••••••••••••.••••••••.•••••• 23!> 

DISTRIBUTEE. 
Vide Former Recovery, 2. 


DORMANT PARTNER. 

Vide A.di.on on the Case, 1•. 
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DOWER. 
Vide Judginerd, l. 

ENDORSEE. 
Vide Jndorsee, 

ENDORSEMENT. 
Vide lndorsement. 

ESCAPE. 
1. 	The sheriff may sufl'e~ a prisoner arrested on mesne process to go at large, with

out being liable for an escape, but the bail bond is the only sufficient excuse which ' 
he can have for not bringing in the body at the return of the writ. Cook v. Irving. 204 

ESTATE IN REMAINDER. 

Vide Pres-umption, 6. 


EVIDENCE. 
1. 	Evidence as to the reputation of a woman, acquired after the commencement of 

an action brought by her on a promise to marry,-held to be inadmissible for the 
defence.-Capeh.art v. Carradine •••• ............. , ••••• , ••• , • • • • • • .. .. • • • • 42 

2. 	 In an action on a promise to marry, if the defendant, in mitigation ofdamages, 

attempt to show the general bad character of the plaintiff, he will be held to 

show, not the fact that there are reports injurious to her character, but a reason

able or a good foundation for such reports; and also that he was ignorant of 

her character when he made the promise ........ , •• , .••.• , • • • • • • • • • .. .. .. .. lb~ 


3. 	The Court will not undertake to control a Jury where there was evidence on the 
question submitted to them, although that evidence was not so satisfactory as it 
might have been.-Ricluzrdson v, Provost ......... , ............. ,........... 57 

4. 	All objections to the admissibility of evidence should ·be made, if known, at the 
time the evidence is offered .......... , ... , .••• , ................. .". • • • • .. • • • lb, 

5. 	The defendant would have given in evidence the record of a mortgage executed 
to him by his brother, although this was collateral to the issue, but it was keul 
he must account for it, by showing the destruction or loss of the original, before the 
secondary proof could be let in.-Mowry v. Schroder.... .. .. .. . .. • • .. • • • • • • • • 69 

6. 	It is necessary·to prove a deed, or any other attested instrument, by the subsc1i
bing witness. The acknowledgement of the grantor is incompetent evidence, 
though made under oath in an answer to a bill in Chancery. The rule is not 
confined to an .issue between the immediate parties to the instrument; but is 
the same if the acknowledgement is offered as evidence against a third person, 
and whether it is the foundation of the action, or comes in collaterally, as part 
of the evidence in the cause. Vide 1 Phil. Ev. 465.-Spencer v. Bedford ... ;... 96 

7. The defendant may prove, by the subscribing witness, as part of the transaction, 
the conversation of the parties to the instrument, before or at the time of the 
execution, which may qualify it, or affect its validity. The rule extends to 
any declarations of the parties forming a part of the transaction, which ma
terially affect the act done.,, ................................... ,.......... ]b. 

8. 	The issue was whether the consideration, the receipt of which was acknowl. 
edged in the deed, had in fact been paid when the deed was executed.-When, 
for the plaintiff, the witness answered that he saw no money paid, which 

· pn.ma facie falsified the receipt, it was competent for the defendant, in reply, 
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I 

to show, by the admissions of the parties, that something besides money had 
been accepted in payment, or, in any other way, restore credit to the receipt. . • • lb. 

9. Parol evidence offered to prove the result of the trial had in the Court of Magis
trates and Freeholders, held to be incompetent.-Slate v. Green (note) .......... 128 

10. 	On the trial of an indictment for the murder of a &lave, evidence to show that the 
prisoner had but a short time before, through the instrum~ntality of the slave, 
procured the murder of his own wife, was held to be admissible, as supplying an 
inducement to the murder of the slave, and indicating the character of the mo
tive with which it was perpetrated.-State v. Posey.,., . ..•.......... , . . . . . . . 142 

11. 	Where the Court perceived sufficient evidence to sustain the conclusion of the 
jury, they refused to disturb the verdict on the ground that it was inconsistent 
in having affirmed the guilt of the principal, and acquitted those charged as 
accessaries on the same testimony; (that of accomplices.).................... lb. 

12. 	Upon the trial of an indictment for conspiracy, when evidence has been given 
which warrants the jury to consider whether the prisoner was engaged in the 
alleged conspiracy, and had combmed with others for the same illegal purpose, 
any act done or declarations made by one of the party, in pursuance. and pro
motion of the common object, are evidence against the rest; but what one of 
the party may have said, not in pursuance of the plot, cannot be received 
against the others.-State v. Simons .... ................... ; ............... 2G6 

13, 	When one party produces partial evidence of a conversation with the other party 
to the suit, the latter has a right to disclose the whole conversation. But the 
conversation of a witne;ss with a third person, is not, in itself, evidence against 
any party to the suit. It becomes evidence only as it may affect the character 
and credit of the witness; and the re-examination of the witness must be lim
ited to such inquiries as may put the Court in possession of all which may 
affect his character and credit............................................ lb. 

14. 	Although there was evidence of the co-rperation of the defendant with his co
defendant to elude the creditors of the latter in procuring a discharge under 
the insolvent debtor's act, sufficient to support a charge of con~piracy to de
tain and secrete funds and effects of the .co-defendant from the claims of his 
creditors; yet where the only evidence that the defendant had any such fonds, 
or that they had been deposited with him, consisted in the declarations of his 
co-defendant, whose unprincipled character was admitted by all parties, and who 
made the declarations under the strong influences of resentment, tear and interest, 
and in contradictien of circumstances;· the fund deposited being the curpus delic
ti, the Court held the evidence in support of the charge againstthe defendant to 
be unsatisfactory, and ordered a new trial. .................... , • , ..... , .. • • Jh. 

15. A denial of guilt is not excluded by the terms of the rule which excludes confes. 
sions, nor is it excluded by the reason of the ru1e. The denial of the prisoner 
that he had been near the place of the theft, or had even seen the stolen goods, 
may be given in evidence and shown to be untrue, for the purpose of esta
blishing his guilt.-State v. Clark .......................... :...... ; .... •• 31l 

IG. 	 Though the prisoner cannot be convicted by his confession ofa fact tending to 
criminate himself, yet his statement of the fact may be received in evidence, and 
his knowledge of the fact may be connected with proof of its existence, so that his 
guilt may be inferred... . . .. .. • • • . .. .. .. .. . . . . .. .. .. .. • • .. . . .. .. • . . .. .. .. Jb. 

17. 	The rules of evidence are directed to the proof,of the issue by competent testimo
ny. They do not require that all the witnesses who may have been present 
when the offence was committed, or who may be supposed to possess informa
tion respecting it, should be produced. If the case be fully proved, tho verdict 
will not be set aside. on the suggestion that, if a certain. witness had been cal
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led for the prosecution, he would or might have given evidence to show the 
prisouer's innocence in Court. If any doubt arises respecting the guilt of the 
prisoner, from the obscurity which rests on any material ci.rcumstances of the 
offence, that is considered by the jury.•.••.....• , ••••.•• , ••.. • ••• • •••. • • , 1/J, 

IS. The obvious and necessary condition of the presumption of larceny, from the 
possession of the article unaccounted for, is that it should have been stolen; 
yet where the evidence against the prisoner was not limited to the presumption 
ar\sing from possession, and where the whole evidence was brought to the 
view of the jury, which sufficiently established the fact that the article was ' 
stolen and that the prisoner was the thief, the Court will not disturb the ver• 
diet. ................................................................. ; lb, 

Vide Former Re=ery, 1. Account, Books vf, 12. Partners, 2. PoSSCSSW71,, 3. 

Verdict, 2. Fraud, 3. 


EXECUTORS AND ADl\IINISTRATORS. 
1. One of two Administrators may transfer by indorsement, a note due their intes

tate.-Mosely v. Graydon ................................................ • 7 
Vide Admissions, 1, 2. Marital Rights, l; 

FELONY. 

Vide Slaves, 1, 2, 3. clergy, Benefit of, 12. 


FIERI FACIAS. 
Vide Sheriff's Bond, 3, 4. 

FINE. 

Vide Contempt, 11 21 3 . 


• 	 FORMER RECOVERY. 
l. Action on the case for overflowing the pl~intiffs's lands, by the obstruction of a 

mill dam. There had been a former suit between the same parties, and a ver• 
diet rendered for the plaintiffs. The defendant attempted to justify the contin• 
uance of the nuisance, by the allegation that the land was his own proper 
freehold, and by the production of a deed, the existence of which he had at• 
tempted to prove on the former trial. The former recovery was given 9-n evi
dence, under the general issue. The Court ,held that it coll.eluded the title ta 
the land, so fur as it was involved. in that action, and that the defendant having 
failed then, to prove his deed, ,eould not be permitted to do so now, to defeat 
the recovery of the plaintiff, fot a continuance of the same nuisance.-Jona v. 
Wea.tkersbee •• , .................. , • • .. • • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • • .. • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • 50 


2. 	In trespass to try title, a former recovery against one of the distributees of the 
land, and his acknowledgment in writing that the land in controversy was '·the 
plaintiff's, will not operate as a conveyance to the plaintiff of the share "<Jf, 
the distributee. , Even if it could otherwise so operate, it cannot when there 
is nothing in the record of the former recovery which shows that the trespass 
therein complained of was on the parcel of land in dispute. The utmost 
effect of it would be to bar the distributee himself, if so pleaded, should he ·af.. 
terwards claim alone. It will not be a bar to such distributee when suing 
jointly with his co-distributees, nor prevent their recovering the whole of the 
land.-Murray v. Stephem •• .•.. • .• , , •.• ·, ......... •. , •.•• • .- ,-. •• •: • • , , •... , . • 350 
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FRANCIIISE. 
Vide Acceptance, 1, 2, 

FRAUD.' 
I. 	An action on the case for knowingly and fraudulently selling and representing 

as unpaid, a single bill which had been paid, was held to have been properly 
brought by the party to whom the bill had been sold, although he had trans
ferred it to another, by written assignment without recourse, for valuable con
sideration. The Court refusing to look beyond the plaintiff's present posses
sion of the bill.-Spikes v. Engli.sk .••• ..... , .......... , • , ......... , • . • • • • • . 34 

2. 	Sales at auction, or otherwise, of his goods, with the intent to defraud his cre
ditors out of the proceeds, is such a fraud as the law contemplates, and will 
prevent the discharge under the Insolvent Debtor's Act, of the party making 
such sale.-IIyaill3 v. Valentine . ....... , ..... , ••••••• , • .. .. • .. .. . . . . . . . . • • • 403 

3. 	On the trial of a suggestion of fraud, where defendant's books have been intro
duced, it is not for the Circuit Judge to instruct the jury that they are evidence 
to discharge him. The jury are to pass upon their sufficiency for that purpose. lb, 

4. 	Any fraudulent device, executed, whereby a creditor is swindled out of assets to 
which he is entitled, is such a fraud as the law contemplates. And if a course 
of cunning trickery is employed to effect that object, the jury have a right to 
track the fraud through the circumstances which the perpetrator has sought to 
throw around it, and to employ for that end the test of common sense, in un
ravelling and weighing the circumstances, well proved, that may affect their 
judgment..• ,, .••.••• , .•.•.•..••..•••.. , .• , •.•••. , , •..• , • , .••. , . . • . . . . • • lb. 

5. On the trial of a suggestion of fraud, a verdict of " guilty generally," where all 
the grounds charge fraud of the same character, is sufficient ..•. , •.• , •• , •. , , , • • • lb. 

Vide Pleading 3, 4. Principal and Jlgent, 12. 

FRAUDS, STATUTE OF. 
1. 	Plaintiffs, auction and commission merchants, refused to deliver goods bought on 

a credit at their sale, by a Mrs. Owens, unless defendant would indorse her note 
for the payment. This, defe.Rdant verbally agreed to do, and the goods were 
delivered to, and entered m the name of Mrs. 0. on their books. Defendant 
having failed to indorse as agreed upon, plaintiffs brought assumpsit against 
him, The court held the undertaking of defendant to be merely collateral, and 
as surety for Mrs. 0. without consideration, and within the Statute of Frauds. 
Taylor v. Drake , , •• , ••• , ••••• , , ••• , , ••• , , •••••••••••••••••• , • , ; • • • • • • • • 431 

2, 	If the person for whose use goods are furnished, be liable at all, any promise by 
a third person to pay that debt, must be in writing. Leland v. Creyon, 1 M'C. 
100, ••. '".,., •• •• •• . . . . .• . . . • •. • ••••.. •• . . • .• .• . . •• •• •••• •. . • . •. • • •• •• lb, 

3. 	The goods delivered to the original purchaser, are the consideration of his in
debtedness, and cannot be extended also into a consideration to a party under
taking for him provisionally ................................... , ••.•• ; • • • lb, 

"FREE INDIA.NS." 
1. 	The exceptions in the Act of 1740 in favor of "free Indians in amity with this 

Government," apply to "free Indians," and their descendants, domiciled in 
this State, although disconnected with any tribe of Indians; and not merely 
to Indians preserving a national character, and in amity with the State. Stale v. 
Bel11'1,()'/7J, •••••• ,. • •• •• ••• ,.,, •• , •• , , •• , , , , , , , • , , •• , • , , , , ... , , • , , • , • , •• , •• ~ 445 
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FRIVOLOUS PLEAS. 
Vide Pleading, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. 

FUND IN COURT. 
Vide Attucllment, 4. 

GARNISHEE 
Vide Attachment, 2. 

GEORGETOWN. 
Vide Tincn Council of Ge<JTgcfoum, 

GRANT. 
Vide Acceptance, I, 2, 

GRA.VEYARD. 
Vide City Council of (;/tarl.eston, 4. Deed, I, 

HOLYDAY. 
Vide Sunday, 1, 2. 

HOUSE BURNING. 
Vide Clergy, Benefit of, 2. 

HUSBAND .A.ND WIFE. 
Vide Marital Rights, 1. 

IMPLIED WARRANTY. 
Vide Presnmptwn, 5. 

INDIANS. 

Vide Free Indians,' I. 


INDICT~IENT. 
l, 1n·an indictment against a white man 'as accessary to a murder committed by a 

slave, in laying the crime of the sla,e as principal in the murder, it is not ne
cessary to allege that his offence was "cuntra formam stat'ldi."-State v. Pose1;. 104 

l. 	It is not necessary in an indictment against an accessary before the fact in a fel
ony, to set out the conviction of the principal. Vide State v. Sims and State 
v. Crank, pages 29 and 66 of 2 Bailey's Reports .......................... , , lb. 


3. 	Although an act be done by one unknown, yet if another be actually •or con
structively present, aiding and abetting, it may be laid in the indictment as the 
act of the aider or abetter.-State v. Green, (note) ........................... 128 

4. 	The distinction of principal in the first and second degree was a mere distinction 
in fact, and is no longer recognized. . .. .. .. •.. . .. • • .. .. . • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . . • Jb, 

5. A count in the indictment charged the murder to have been committed by a per
son unknown, and that the prisoner was accessary thereto before the fact. The 
count was heU to be sufficient ............... , ... , • , . , ................. , . • Jl;, 

6. The grand and petit jurors were summoned to attend, and the indictment al
leged that the bill was found at "Horry C<mrt _Hmi.se," instead of" Conway. 


. b<JTough," (the place appointed by law. for holdmg the Courts. of Horry Dis.... . . . r. , . . . . -	 ., 
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ABBREVIATIONS. 


signifies Dead. 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

Bachelor of Arts. 
l\Iaster of Arts. 
District Attorney of United States. 
Attorney General of South Carolina. 
Bishop. 
Chancellor of South Carolina. 
Civil Engineer. 
Clerk of the Senate of South Carolina. 
Commissioner in Equity of South Carolina. 
Comptroller General of South Carolina. 
Doctor of Divinity. 
Judge of the State of South Carolina. 
Governor of the State of South Carolina. 
Lieutenant Governor of South Carolina. 
Lawyer. 
Doctor of Learned Laws. 
Doctor of l\Iedicine. 
Minister of the Gospel. 
President of a Bank. 
President of the Senate of South Carolina. 
President of a College. 
Professor of a College. 
Representative in Legislature of South Carolina. 
Senator in Legislature of South Carolina. 
Speaker of the House Representatives of S. C. 
Secretary of the State of South Carolina. 
Solicitor of the State of South Carolina. 

Officer of the United States Anny. 

Consul of the United States. 

Judge of the United States. 

Minister of the United States. 

Officer of the United States Navy. 

Representative in United States Congress. 

Senator in the United States Congress. 
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BY the act incorporating the College, passed in 1801, the Governor, the 
Lieutenant Governbr, the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, the Associate Judges, and the Judges of the 
Court of Equity of the State of South Carolina, were made, ex-officio, 
Trustees, and these, with thirteen persons appointed by the Legislature, 
to continue in office for four years, constituted the Board of Trustees. 
According to provisions enacted, an election by joint ballot of both branches 
of the Legislature, was made in 1805, and has been made every fourth 
year since, of Trustees not ex-officio-thirteen until 1825, and twenty 
afterwards-and vacancies occurring in the intervals have been filled by 
the Board. 

In 1824, a separate Court of Appeals was established, the term Asso
ciate _Judges was dropped, and that of Circuit Judges adopted for the 
Judges of ·the Courts of Law who were not members of the Court of Ap
peals ; and the Judges of the Court of Equity were denominated Chan
cellors. In 1825, it was enacted that the Board shall "consist of the 
Governor and Lieutenant Governor of the State, the President of the 
Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Judges of the 
Courts of Appeals, the Circuit Judges of the Court of Law, and the 
Chancellors, ex-offici·o; together with. twenty other persons, to be elected 
by joint ballot of the Senate and House of Representatives, to continue in 
office four years, and until others shall be elected." In the changes of the 
Judiciary System, made by the acts of 1835 and 1836, the separate Court 
of Appeals was abolished, and all the Judges of the Superior Courts of 
Law and Equity in the State-two in number-were classed as Law 
Judges, or as Chancellors, were required to do circuit duty, and were made 
members of one or other of the two Courts of Appeals, which the two 
classes constitute for law and equity respectively, and also members of the 
Court of Errors, which is composed of the whole of the Judges assembled 
to hear appeals on certain questions. 

By act of 1853, the Chairman of the Committee on the Colle.ge, Educa
tion and Religion; of the Senate, and the Chairman of the Committee on 
Education, of the House of Representatives, were made, ex-officio, members 
of the Board. 

~ ~ 
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4 TR US TEES. 

So that the whole number of members which now belong to a full Board 
is thirty-six. Nine may constitute a quorum for the transaction of any 
business, except the appointment of an officer; which can be done only at 
an annual meeting and when a majority of the Board are present. 

The Governor is, ex-officio, President of the Board; in his absence, the 
Lieutenant Governor, President of the Senate, or Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, in the order named, in absence of all these; a Pm1ident 
pro tem. 

1801. 

*Gov.John Drayton, 
• Lt. Gov. Richard Winn, 
* Pres. of Sen. John Ward, 
* Spk. H. R. Theodore Gaillard, 
* Associate Judge John Faucheraud 

Grimke, 
* Associate Judge Elihu Hall Bay, 
* Associate Judge Joseph Brevard, 
* Associate Judge William John

son, 
* Associate Judge Lewis Trezevant, 
* Equity Judge Hugh Rutledge, 
* Equity Judge William Marshall, 
* Equity Judge 	 William Dobien 

James, 

* Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, 
* Henry William DeSaussure, 
* Thomas Taylor, Sr., 
* D. E. Dunlap, 

*John Brown, ( of Lancaster,) 

*Wade Hampton, Sr., 

*John Chesnut, 

*James Burchell Richardson, 

* Isaac Alexander, 

* Henry Dana Ward, 

* Samuel Yongue, 

* William Falconer, 

* Barthee Smith. 


1802. 


*Gov.James Burchell Richardson, * Spk. II. R. Robert Stark, 

* Lt. Gov. Ezekiel Pickens, *John Taylor. 
* Pres. of Sen. John Ward, 

1803. 

* Pres. of Sen. John Gaillard, * Abram Nott. 

1804. 
*Gov.Paul Hamilton, Associate Judge Thomas Lee, 
* Lt. Gov.. Thomas Sumter, 'Jr., Associate Judge William Johnson, 
* Pres. of Sen. John Ward, • Jonathan Maxcy. 
* Spk. ll. R. William Cotesworth 

Pinckney, 

tffl~~"'""".,.._,___,.~~~~~'"'-'""'-"-"'-"~~,.,..__,..._,~~
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1805. 

* Gov. Paul Hamilton, * Equity Judge William Dobien 
* Lt. Gov. Thomas Sumter, Jr., James. 
* Pres. of Sen. Robert Barnwell, * Thomas Taylor, Sr., 
* Spk. IL R. Joseph Alston, * Abram Nott, 
* Associate Judge John Faucheraud 	 * Zachariah Cantey, 


Grimke, * William Smith, 

* Associate Judge Thomas W aties, * Robert Stark, 
* Associate Judge Elihu Hall Bay, *John Ward, 
* Associate Judge Lewis Trezevant, *Jonathan Maxcy, 
* Associate Judge Joseph Brevard, * Richard Gantt, 
* Associate Judge Samuel Wilds, * Henry Deas, 
* Associate Judge William Johnson, * David R. Evans, 
* Equity Judge Hugh Rutledge, *Wade Hampton, Sr., 
* Equity Judge Waddy Thompson, * Joseph Blythe. 

1806. 

* Gov. Charles Pinckney, * Spk. H. R. Joseph Alston, 
* Lt 	Gov. John Hopkins, * John Taylor. 
* Pres. of Sen. William Smith, 

1808. 
•

*Gov.John Drayton, * Spk. H. R. Joseph Alston, 

*Lt. Gov. Frederick Nance, * Associate Judge William Smith, 

* Pres. of Sen. William Smith, *Equity Judge H. Wm. DeSaussure, 
* Pres of Sen. Samuel ,varren, * Equity Judge Theodore Gaillard. 

18-09. 

* Gov. John Drayton, * Associate Judge Samuel Wilds, 
* Lt. Gov. Frederick Nance, * Associate Judge William Smith, 
* Pres. of Sen. Samuel ,varren, * Equity Judge Hugh Rutledge, 
* Spk. H. R. Joseph Alston, * Equity Judge William Dubien 
* Associate Judge John F. Grimke, James, 
* Associate Judge Elihu Hall Bay, * Equity Judge Waddy Thompson, 
* Associate Judge Thomas Waties, * Equity Judge Henry William 
* Associate Judge Joseph Brevard, DeSaussure, 

~'~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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* Equity Judge Theodore Gaillard, * John Smythe Richardson, 
* David R. Evans, * Abram Nott, 
*Joseph Gist, * Benjamin Haile, 
* Robert Stark, * John Murphy, 
*John Caldwell Calhoun, * James Ervin, 
* Richard Gantt, John J. Chappell, 
*John Taylor, *James B. Richardson. 

1810. 

* Gov. Henry Middleton, * Spk. II. R. John Geddes, 
* Lt. Gov. Samuel Farron, * Judge Abram Nott, 
* Pres. of Sen. Samuel Warren, *James Hibben. 

1811. 

* Associate Judge Charles Jones Colcock. 

1812. 

* Gov. Joseph Alston, * Spk. H. R. John Geddes, 
* Lt. Gov. Eldred Smipkins, * Henry Dana Ward, 
* Pres. of Sen. Samuel Warren, *John M. Felder . 

• 1813. 

* Gov. Joseph Alston, * Equity Judge Theodore Gaillard, 
* Lt. Gov. Eldred Simpkins, * Equity Judge Thomas W a ties, 
*Pres.of Sen.James B. Richardson, , *Joseph Gist, 
* Pres. of Sen. Savage Smith, * Richard Gantt, 
*Spk. H. R. John Geddes, *Walter Crenshaw, 
* Associate Judge John F. Grimke, * Henry Dana Ward, 
* Associate Judge Elihu Hall Bay, * Robert Stark, 
* Associate Judge Joseph Brevard, * Jonathan Maxcy, 
* Associate Judge Abram Nott, Daniel Elliot Huger, 
· * Asso.iiateJudgeCharlesJ. Colcock, * James Hibben, 
* Associate Judge William Smith, *John Hooker, 
* Equity Judge William D. James, * William Harper, 
*Equity Judge Waddy Thompson, John Caldwell, 
* Equity Judge Henry William De- *John Murphy, 

Saussure, * James Ervin. 
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* Gov. David Roger Williams, 
. Lt. Gov. 

* Associate Judge Richard Gantt, 
Associate Judge David Johnson, 

* Gov. Andrew Pickens, 
"'Lt. Gov. -- Cuthbert, 
Associate Judge Langdon Cheves, 
* Pres. of Sen. James R. Pringle, 

* Gov. Andrew Pickens, 

"'Lt. Gov. -- Cuthbert, 

* Pres of Sen. James R. Pringle, 
Spk. H. R. Thomas Bennett, 
* Associate Judge John F. Grimke, 
* Associate Judge Elihu Hall Bay, 
* Associate Judge 	Charles Jones 

Coleock, 
* Associate Judge Abram Nott, 
* Associate JuJge Richard Gantt, 
Associate Judge David Johnson, 
Associate Judge Langdon Cheves, 
*Equity Judge Henry William De-

Saussure, 
* Equity Judge Theodore Gaillard, 
* Equity Judge Thomas W aties, 

1814. 

* Pres. of Sen. James R. Pringle, 
Spk. H. R. Thomas Bennett. 

1815. 

* Abram Blanding. 

1816. 

Spk. H. R. Thomas Bennett, 
* Edward Fisher, 
* William Edward Hayne. 

1817. 

* Equity Judge William D. James, 
* Equity Judge Waddy Thompson, 
*Jonathan Maxcy, 
* William Harper, 

. * Abram Blanding, 
* John Keitt, 

Jacob Bond Ion, 

Francis Kinloch Huger, 

• John Taylor, 
• Warren Ransom Davis, 

John Belton O'Neall, 

• Robert Stark, 
• Joseph Gist, 
• David Roger Williams, 
• John G. Brown. 

1818. 

• Gov. John Geddes, • Associate Judge John S. Richardson, 
•Lt.Gov. William Youngblood, Josiah J. Evans, 
• Pres. Sen. James R. Pringle, • William Edward Hayne, 
• Spk. I-I. R. Robert Yongue Hayne, • George McDuffie, 
• Spk. I-I. R. Patrick Noble,. Daniel Elliot Huger. 

iffl~~~~~~~~~-~~~~-~~--l!IW 
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1819. 

• Pres. Sen. Benjamin Huger. 

Gov. Thomas Bennett, 
• Lt. 	 Gov. William 

Pinckney, 

Gov. Thomas Bennett, 
• Lt. 	 Gov. William 

Pinckney, 

1820. 

• Pres. Sen. Benjamin Huger, 
Cotesworth • Spk. H. R. Patrick Noble, 

• Stephen Elliot. 

1821. 

Cotesworth 

• Pres. Sen. Benjamin Huger, 
• Spk. H. R. Patrick Noble, 
• Associate Judge Elihu Hall Bay, 
• Associate Judge Abram Nott, 
• Associate Judge Charles 	J. Col-

cock, 
• Associate Judge Richard Gantt, 
Associate Judge David Johnson, 
• Associate Judge John 	S. Rich

ardson, 
• Associate Judge Daniel E. Huger, 
• Equity Judge Henry William De-

Saussure, 
• Equity Judge Theodore Gaillard, 

• Equity Judge Thomas Waties, 
• Equity Judge William D. James, 
• Equity Judge Waddy Thompson, 

Josiah J. Evans, 

Jacob Bond Ion, 

James S. Deas, 

• John Lide Wilson, 
• Stephen Elliott, 
• Warren Ransom Davis, 
• William Edward Hayne, 
• John Taylor, 
• William A. Bull, 
• Benjamin T. Elmore, 
• James Gregg, 
• William Crafts, 
• John Ramsay. 

1822. 

•Gov.John Lide Wilson, • Spk. H. R. Patrick Noble, 
• Lt. Gov. Henry Bradley, John Belton O'Neall, 
• Pres. Sen. John Lide Wilson, William C. Preston, 

Pres. Sen. Jacob Bond Ion, William J. Grayson. 


1824. 

•Gov.Richard Irvine Manning, Pres. Sen. Jacob Bond Ion, . 
•Lt.Gov. William A. Bull, Spk. H. R. John Belton O'Neall. ~'~-~~-~__,_-~----~--~~ 
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1825. 

• Gov. Richard Irvine l\Ianning, 

• Lt. Gov. William A. Bull, 

Pres. Sen. Jacob Bond Ion, 

Spk. II. R. John Belton O'Neall, 

• Judge Ct. Ap. Abram Nott, 

""Judge Ct. Ap. Charles J. Col-


cock. 
Judge Ct. Ap. David Johnson, 
• Ch. Henry W. DcSaussure, 

"" Ch. Waddy Thompson, 

""Circuit Law Judge Elihu Hall 


Bay, 
• Circuit Law Judge Theodore Gail

lard, 
"" Circuit Law Judge Richard Gantt, 
* Circuit Law Judge Daniel Elliott 

Huger, 

1826. 

""Gov. John Taylor, 
""Lt. Gov. J3'.mes Harvey Wither

spoon, 
Pres. Sen. Jacob Bond Ion, 

1828. 

• Gov. Stephen D. l\Iiller, 
Lt. Gov. Thomas Williams, 
"" Pres. Sen. Henry Deas, 
• Spk. H. R. William Harper. 
Spk. H. R. Benj. Fanuiel Dunkin, 

182\J. 

• Gov. Stephen D. Miller, 
Lt. Gov. Thomas Williams, 
* Pres. Sen. Henry Deas, 
Spk. H. R. Benj. Fanuiel Dunkin, 
""Judge Ct. Ap. Abram Nott, 

• Circuit Law Judge Wm. D. James, 
• Circuit Law Judge John 	S. Rich

ardson, 
• Circuit Law Judge Thos. Waties, 
Josiah J. Evans, 
• David R. Williams, 
• Stephen Elliott, 
William J. Grayson, 
""Stephen D. l\Iiller, 
• Baylis John Earle, 
Alfred Huger, 
"" Franklin H. Elmore, 
"" William A. Bull, 
J amcs S. Deas. • 

Spk. H. R. John Belton O'Neall, 
• Richard J. Manning, 
Wade Hampton, Jr. 

• Ch. William Harper, 

Circuit Law Judge John B. O'Neall, 

Jacob Bond Ion, 

David Lewis Wardlaw. 


• Judge Ct: Ap. Charles J. Colcock, , 

Judge Ct. Ap. David Johnson, 

""Ch. Henry W. DeSaussure, 

""Ch. William Harper, 

""Circuit Law Judge Elihu H. Bay, 


(n) 

~~.,...,,...,,.-.rv"V"""""'-~./"'-"'/'~~""""~~w...~~~~~~ 
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• Circuit Law Judge Richard Gantt, 
* Circuit Law Judge Daniel Elliott 

Huger, 
• Circuit Law Judge John S. Rich

ardson, 
Circuit Law Judge John Belton 

O'Neall, 
Circuit Law Judge Josiah J. Evans, 
Jacob Bond Ion, · 
• Richard J. Manning, 
• David R. Williams, 
• Stephen Elliott, 
William J. Grayson, 
* Baylis John Earle, 

Alfred IIuger, 
• Franklin II. Elmore, 

Whitemarsh B. Seabrook, 

James S. Deas, 

William Campbell Preston, 

• Hugh Swinton Legare, 

Wade Hampton, Jr., 

• James Gregg, 

Thompson T. Player, 

David Lewis Wardlaw, 

Job Johnston, 

David J. McCord, · 

Andrew Pickens Butler, 

Henry Laurens 'Pinckney. 


1830 . • 
Gov. James Hamilton, * Circuit Law Judge Baylis J. 
• Lt. Gov. Patrick Noble, Earle, 
• Pres. Sen. Henry Deas, . Waddy Thompson, 
Spk. H. R. He:ary L. Pinckney, Philip Edward Pearson, 
Ch. Job Johnston, Thomas Smith, 
* Circuit Law Judge William D. Daniel E. Huger, 

Martin, 

• Gov. Robert Yongue Hayne, 
* Lt. Gov. Charles C. Pinckney, 
• Pres. Sen. Henry Deas, 

• Gov Robert Yongue Hayne, 
Lt. Gov. Thomas Wright, 
• Pres. Sen. Henry Deas, 
• Spk. H. R. Patrick Noble,· 
Judge Ct. Ap. David Johnson, 
Judge Ct. Ap. John B. O'Neall, 
•Judge Ct. Ap. William Harper, 
• Ch. Henry William DeSaussure, 
Ch. Job Johnston, 
• Circuit 	Law Judge Elihu Hall 

Bay, 

Robert B. Campbell. 

1832. 

• Spk. II. R. Patrick Noble, 
James Hamilton, Jr. 

1833. 

• Circuit Law Judge Richard Gantt, 
• Circuit Law Judge John S. Rich

ardson, 
Circuit Law Judge Josiah J. Evans, 
• Circuit 	Law Judge Baylis J. 

Earle, 
Circuit Law Judge Andrew P. But

ler, 
• Franklin H. Elmore, 
• James Gregg, 
Wade Hampton, Jr., 

~~~~ 	 ~ 
·""-~~~~'"'""~'-"-'"~..........~-~~-"-"~
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Alfred Huger, Jamcs Rose, l
• Daniel E. Huger, David Lewis Wardlaw, ( 

<<,• William Frederick Davie, • Pierce l\I. Butler, 
• Richard J. Manning, Thomas W. Glover, ,,', 


David J. l\IcCord, Thomas Jefferson Withers, 
~ 


Thompson T. Player, • Edward Fisher, Sr., ~ 

Philip E. Pearson, William Ford DeSaussure, 

Whitemarsh B. Seabrook, Christian P. Bookter. ~ 

Waddy Thompson Jr., 


183--1. ~ 
" .,• Gov. George l\IcDuffie, • Spk. II. R. Patrick Noble, 

l 
~ 

Lt. Gov. W. B. Seabrook, James Hamilton, Jr., 
• Pres. Sen. Henry Deas, • Robert Y. Ilayne. 

1835. 


James Louis Petigru, Robert W. Barnwell. 


1836. 

• Gov. Pierce l\L Butler, Thomas Smith, 

Lt. Gov. William Dubose, Joseph Newton Whitner, 

• Pres. Sen. Patrick Noble, • David II. l\Ieans, 

Spk. II. R. David Lewis Wardlaw, • George McDuffie. 


1837. 

• Gov. Pierce l\I. Butler, Christopher Gustavus l\Iemminger, 

Lt. Gov. William Dubose, William F. Colcoek, 

• Pres. Sen. Patrick Noble, • Abram Blanding, 

Spk. IL R. David L. Wardlaw, David J. McCord, 

• Law Judge Richard Gantt, Thompson T. Player, 
• Law"Judge John S. Richardson, James Hamilton, Jr., 

Law Judge John Belton O'Neall, • Robert Yongue Hayne, 

Law Judge Josiah J. Evans, James Louis Petigru, 

*Law Judge BaylisJ. Earle, • George McDuffie, 

Law Judge Andrew P. Butler, Thomas J. Withers, 

Ch. David Johnson, • Edward H. Anderson, 

• Ch. William Harper, Joseph N. Whitner, 

Ch. Job Johnston, Maximilian Laborde, 

Ch. Benjamin F. Dunkin, ,Villiam Ford DeSaussure, 

Joseph E. Jenkins, Robert W. Barnwell, 

• James Gregg, Thomas Smith, 

Wade Hampton, Jr., • David II. l\Ieans. 


~~~~~~~,~~~~~~ 
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) 
) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) *Gov. Patrick Noble, 
) 
) 

Lt. Gov. B. K. Hennagan, 
) 
) 

) 
*Pres. Sen. Patrick Noble, 

) 

) 


) 

) 

) 

) 

) 
) James Gillespie, 
) 

/

) 

) 

) 


~ 
) Gov. John Peter Richardson, ) 

s Lt. Gov. W. It. Clowney, 
) 

) 

) 


) 

) 


) 

) 


) 

) 

) 

) 

) Gov. John Peter Richardson, 
) 
) Lt. Gov. William K. Clowney, 
) 
) *Pres. Sen. Angus Patterson, 

) 

) 

Spk. H. R. David L. Wardlaw,} 

) 
) Spk. H. R. William F. Colcock, 
) 
) *Judge J. S. Richardson, 

) 

Judge John B. O'Neall, 

~ Judge Josiah J. Evans, 


*Judge Baylis J. Earle, 

Judge A. Pickens Butler, 

Judge David Lewis Wardlaw, 

Ch. David Johnson, 

*Ch. William Harper, 

Ch. Job Johnston, 

Ch. Benjamin F. Dunkin, 

*James Gregg, 

Wade Hampton, Jr., 

*George McDuffie, 

Gov. James II. Hammond, 

1838. 

*Pres. Sen. Angus Patterson, 
Spk. IL R. David L. Wardlaw. 

1839. 

Thomas N. Dawkins. 

1840. 

James II. Hammond, 

Robert Francis Withers Allston. 


1841. 

Christopher G. Memminger, 

Thomas J. Withers, 

Joseph Newton Whitner, 

l\Iaximilian Laborde, 

William Ford DeSaussure, 

Robert W. Barnwell, 

Thomas N. Dawkins, 

Thomas Smith, 

James Gillespie, 

Robert F. W. Allston, 

James H. Hammond, 

Whitemarsh B. Seabrook, 

Edmund Bellinger, Jr., 

*Daniel E. Huger, 

William McWillie, 

John Lawrence Manning, 

James IL Aclams. 


1842. 

*Pres. Sen. Angus Patterson, 
Lt. Gov. Isaac Donnom Wither- Spk. H. R. William F. Colcock. 

spoon, 

.~ 
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Judge Edward Frost, 
William Campbell Preston, 

Gov. William Aiken; 

Lt. Gov. John F. Ervin, 


Gov. William Aiken, 

Lt. Gov. John F. Ervin, 

* Pres. Sen. Angus Patterson, 

Spk. H. R. William F. Colcock, 

*Judge John S. Richardson, 

Judge John B. O'Neall, 

Judge Josiah J. Evans, 

Judge A. Pickens Butler, 

Judge David Lewis Wardlaw, 

Judge Edward Frost, 

Ch. David Johnson, 

* Ch. William Harper, 

Ch. Job Johnston, 

Ch. Benjamin F. Dunkin, 

* James Gregg, 

William Ford DeSaussure, 

Robert W. Barnwell, 


Gov. David Johnson, 
Lt. Gov. William Cain, 

Francis Hugh ·wardlaw, 

Ch. George Washington Dargan, 


Gov. Whitemarsh B. Seabrook, 
Lt. Gov. William II. Gist, 

1843. 

Robert Henry. 

1844. 

*Pres. Sen. Angus Patterson, 
Spk. II. R. William F. Colcock. 

1845. 

Thomas Smith, 

James Gillespie, 

Edmund Bellinger, Jr., 

W. B. Seabrook, 

James H. Adams, 

Benjamin F. Perry, 

* William F. Davie, 

Wade Hampton, 

Christopher G. l\Iemminger, 

Thomas J. Withers, 

Joseph N. Whitner, 

Thomas N. Dawkins, 

John L. l\Ianning, 

Robert F. W. Allston, 

John Buchanan, 

Henry C. Young, 

Isaac Donnom ,vitherspoon. 


1846. 

* Ch. James J. Caldwell, 

Judge Thomas J. Withers. 


18.J:7. 

Robert Wilson Gibbes. 

1848. 

*Pres. Sen. Angus Patterson, 
Spk. H. R. John Izard Middleton. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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1849. 

Gov. Whitemarsh B. Seabrook, John Buchanan, 

Lt. Gov William H. Gist, Joseph N. Whitner, 

* Pres. Sen. Angus Patterson, Francis Hugh Wardlaw, 

Spk. H. R. John Izard Middleton, Benjamin F. Perry, 

• Judge John S. Richardson, William F. DeSaussure, 

Judge John Belton O'Neall, Christopher G. lHemminger, 

Judge Josiah J. Evans, John L. Manning, 

Judge David Lewis Wardlaw,. Isaac D. Witherspoon, 

Judge Edward Frost, Wade Hampton, 

Judge Thomas J. Withers, Henry C. Young, 

Ch. Job Johnston, James H. Adams, 

Ch. Benjamin F. Dunkin, Edmund Bellinger, Jr., 

• Ch. James J. Caldwell, Thomas Smith, 

Ch. George W. Dargan, James Gillespie, 

Thomas N. Dawkins, James Louis Petigru, 

Robert W. Barnwell, · John S. Preston, 

Robert F. W. Allston, David Johnson. 


1850. 

Gov. John Hugh l\Ieans, Ch. Francis Hugh Wardlaw, 
Lt. Gov Joshua John Ward, Judge Joseph Newton Whitner, 
Pres. Sen. Robert Francis Withers Robert Wilson Gibbes, 

Allston, John Izard l\Iiddleton, 

Spk. H. R. James Simons, Franklin J. l\Ioses. 


1851. 

William Campbell Preston. 


1852. ' 

Gov. John Lawrence Manning, 
 Pres. Sen. Robert F. W. Allston, 
Lt. Gov. J. II. Irby, Spk. II. R. James Simons. 

1853. 

Gov. John L. Manning, 
 Ch. Com. Ed. H. R. C. P. Sullivan, 
Lt. Gov. J. II. Irby, Judge John Belton O'Neall, 

Pres. Sen. Robert F. W. Allston, 
 Judge D. Lewis Wardlaw, 

Spk. II. R. James Simons, 
 Judge Thomas J. Withers, 

Ch. Com. Ed. Sen. J. F. Townsend, 
 Judge Joseph N. Whitner, lffi . 



I 
~ 


!Judge Thomas W. Glover, 

Judge R. l\Iunro, 

Ch. Job Johnston, 

Ch. Benjamin F. Dunkin, 

Ch. George W. Dargan, 

Ch. Francis H. Wardlaw, 

Thomas N. Dawkins, 

Benjamin F. Perry, 

John Izard Middleton, 

John Hugh Means, 

James Chesnut, Jr., 

William F. DeSaussure, 

Robert W. Barnwell, 


TRUSTEES. 

John S. Preston, 
William C. Preston, 
J. Donnom Witherspoon, 
C. G. l\Iemminger, 
Thomas Smith, 
James H. Adams, 
James Gillespie, 
David Johnson, 
John Buchanan, 
Franklin J. l\Ioses, 
Wade Hampton, Sr., 
James L. Petigru, 
Robert W. Gibbes. 

15 ~ 




SECRETARIES OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES S. C. C. 

1804, Benjamin Haile. 1813, J. J. Goodwyn. 
1805, Clement Early. 1813, William F. DeSaussure. 
1806, James Guignard, (Declined 1826, Ezek H. Maxcy. 

to accept.) 1834, ~Jdward W. Johnston. 
1806, Anderson Crenshaw. 1836, Alester Garden. 
1808, Walter Crenshaw. 1843, James D. Blanding. 



NAllIES, [ELECTED.

·---------11 
1804
Jonathan ~Iaxcy, . 
1820
Stephen Elliott, . . . . • . 
1820
Thomas Cooper, . . . . . . 
1821
Thomas Cooper, . . ·. . . 

Robert Henry, . . . . . . 1834 

Robert '\V. Barnwell,. . . . 1835 


1843
Robert Henry, . . . . . . 
1845
William Campbell Preston, . . 
1851
James IL Thornwell, . . . . 

EXIT. REMARKS.

----1---
1820 


1Declined to accept. 
(ro tem,

1834 

'Pro tem, 

1843 

· 1845 

1851 




NAMES. I DEPART)IENTS. !ELEC. EXIT. RE~IARKS. 

John McLean,. , . IMath. and Nat. Phi.,11804 Declined to accept. 
Languages-1st Prof.,11804 

" 2d " ,1804 
" . 11805 

l\Iath. and Nat. Phi., 18051806 
" " 11806 

Languages, 1806 
French Language, 1806 
l\iath. and Nat. Phi., 

1 

1807 
Logic and J\Ioral Phi.,,1809 

Charles Dewar Simons, Che~istry, . 118111812 
Benj. R. Montgomery, Log1cand Moral Phi., 

1 

1811 
Georo-e Blackburn, . l\Iatll'. & Astronomy,118111815 
Edw~rd barrill Smith, Chem. and Nat. Phi.,!1812 1819 

)Iathematics, 1'1815 1820 
l\Ioral I'hi. & Logic, 1818 
Chemistry, 118191834 
l\Iatbematics, 118201821 

" 1821 
Geology & l\Iiner'gy.,,18211827 
Logic, 1824 
\chemistry, 1827 
Chem. & l\Iinerology, 1834 

" " 1834 
l\Iatbematics, 1834 
Logic & Belles Let., 1834 
History & Pol. Econ.,1834 
Languages, 1834 
Mathematics, 1834 
Chemistry, 1835 1848 
History, ll835 

1Greek & Roman Lit.,18351839 

1 

Sacred Literature, 11835 
Greek & Roman Lit.,1835 
Sacred Literature, 11835 

" " 11835 
Logic & Belles Let., 11837 1842 
Mathematics, 1838 1846 

Robert Wilson, . 
Enoch Hanford, • 
Clement Early, . 
Elisha Hammond, 
,Toseph Caldwell, 
Thomas Park, . . 
Paul H. Perrault, 
Paul II. Perrault, 
John Brown,. . 

. 
. 

. 
. 

. 

. 

Christian Haneke!, . 
Robert Henry, . . 
Thomas Cooper, . . 
James Wallace, . . 
James Wallace, . . . 
Lardner Vanuxem,. 
Henry Junius Nott, . 
Robert W. Gibbes, . 
Thomas Cooper, . . 
Robert W. Gibbes,. 
Lewis R. Gibbes, . . 
Henry J. Nott, . . 
Thomas R. Dew, • . 
Joseph G. Crogswell, 
Charles Davies, . . 
William H. Ellet, . 
Francis Lieber, . . 
J. William Stuart, . 
William Capers, . . 
Thomas Park, . . 
Basil l\Ianly, • . . 
Stephen Elliott, . .

l James II. Thornwell, 
Thomas S. Twiss, . 
William Hooper, . , . 
Maximilian Laborde, 

Greek & Roman Lit.,j1839 I846 
Logic & Belles Let., il842 

Robert Henry, . . !Greek Literature, 11845

/! ! James H. Thornwell, Sac. Lit. & Ev. Chris.11845 
Matthew J. Williams, Math. & Meehan. Phi.f 18461853 

I 
Charles P. Pelham, 
Richard T. Brumby, 
J. L: Reyn~lds,. . 
Lewis R. Gibbes, . 
Charles F. l\foCay, . 

Roman Literature, 11846 
1!Chem., Miner., Geol., 1848 
,Belles Let. & Elocu., 1851 

. jlMath. & l\Irch. Phi., 1853 
" " 1853 

Pro tern. 

Adjunct Prof. 

Pro tern. 

" " 
Declined to accept. 

" " > 
" " ; 

; 
? 
S 

Declined to accept. 1
Adjunct Professor. I 
Declined to accept. > 

· 


Elected Pres. 1851.' 


Declined to accept. S 
\ 

~~.......,____~~~~~~~~~-~-~ 

I 



Alpheus Baker, 

John Reid, . 

William K. Clowney, 

James Divver, . 

John R. Davis, 

Isaac W. Hayne, 

Lewis R. Gibbes,. 

James W. Wilkinson,. 

William Blanding, . 

Charles K. Johnston, 

George E. Hawes, 

Charles P. Pelham, 

R. W. Denton, 

• 
NMIES, 

D-E-P-AR_T_M_E-NT_s_.--I~,~
Classics, 

. IMath~matics, 

. 

· 

" 
Classics, 
Mathematics, 

" 
Classics, 
Mathematics, 
Classics, 
Mathematic,, 
!Classics, 

" 

18221827
I 


1824:1827 
1827/1830 
1827 1831 
18311834 
1835 1836 

118351837 
18361

1
1839 

1838 
1840\1843 
1844 

NoTE.-Tutors were elected by the Board previous to 1834, and subsequent to 
that date by the Faculty. 



• 

1805, Enoch Handford, . Treasurer. 

1805, Elisha Hammond, . Librarian .. 

1806, Thomas Park, . Treasurer. 


1806, Joseph Lowry, . Librarian. 


1808, Thomas Park, . . Librarian. 

1823, James Divver, . . . . Treasurer and Librarian. 

1824, Joseph A. Black, Treas~rer and Librarian. 

1829, M. Michaelowitz, ., • . Librarian. 

1829, Ezek H. Maxcy, . . . • Treasurer. 

1834, Thomas Park, . ~ · . • Librarian. 

1836, Elias Hall, . . . . . . Librarian. 

1839, Thomas Park, . . . • . Treasurer and Librarian. 

1844, Henry C. Davis, . . . Librarian. 

1844, Thomas E. Peck, . . . Treasurer. 

1845, G. W. Landrum, Treasurer. 

1847, A. D. Goodwyn, • . . . . Treasurer. 

1848, John S. Green, . Treasurer. 

1848, F. W. Mc:'.\Iaster, . Librarian. 

1850,. F. W. McMaster, • Treasurer and Librarian. 




I 
~ 


) 
) 

[The abbrevin.tions adtled to a. name show any higher degree which the pergon is 
known to have attained, and the learned profession to which he was atlmittetl, or 
office of distinction which he held.] · 

1806. 

• Crenshaw, Anderson, L., Rep., Judge, Ch. Ala. 

1807. 

Caldwell, John, L., Rep. 
• Crenshaw, ·walter, L. 
Glen, George W., A, 1\1., M. D. 
•Harper, John Wesley. 

1808. 

• Brantly, William, A. l\L, D. D., M. G., Pres, Col. 
•Davis, John N., Sen. 
• Dewit, Charles 1\1. 
Dubose, William J., Sen., Lt. Gov. 
Evans, Josiah J., L., SoL, Judge, U, S. S. 
•Finch, Ivy, )I. D. 
Gaillard, J :1.mes, Rep. 
• Gill, John. 
• Goodwyn,. James T., L. 
•Gregg, James R., L., Rep., Sen 
• Hampton, Anthony W. 
• Harper, William, L., Rep., Spk. II. R., Ch. l\Io., U. S, 

S., Ch. S. C., U. S. S. 
•Jones, William, L. 
Lowry, James, A. JU., 1\1. G. 

1 
2 

Lowry, Joseph, 
• Mayrant, John, 

A. 1\1., l\I. G. 
L., Sol. ) 

~~~ ~"-/"'-'~........w~ 
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22 BACHELORS OF ARTS. / 

•l\Iciver, John K., 
* l\IcI ver, John Evander, 
McKenzie, William H. 
* l\Iiller, Stephen D.,. 
*l\Iills, Thomas, 
* Murphy, John, 

Palmer, Thomas, 

*Robertson, Thomas W. 
Smith, Isaac, 
*Stephens, Charles, 
*Strong, Charles, 
* Taylor, H1mry P., 
* Ware, Nathaniel A., 

*Waring, William R. 

*Waring, Benjamin R. 

Bowie, Alexander, 
• Butler, George, 
Campbell, Robert Blair, 
• Davis, George. 

Dent, James Truman, 

Dubose, Elias. 

Dupont, Thomas. 

Gaillard, Thomas, 

• Gill, Robert, 

Grayson, William John, 

Hutson, Richard, 

• Lide, John Wilson. 

• Patrick, Curtis Clifton. 

Petigru, James Louis, 


• Sanders, Billington l\I., 

Shaw, John. 

•Taylor, William, 

Whitner, Benjamin Franklin, 


> Bradley, James, 
~ *Bull, William A., 
; *Butler, William, 

l\I. D., Rep. 
L. 

< 

L., Sen., Gov. S. C., U.S. R., U. S. S. 

l\I. D., D. D., Rep. 

Olk. Sen., Gov. Ala., U. S. R. 

Rep. 


L., Sen. 

L., Rep. 

M.G. 
U.S.A. 
Judge Miss. 

1809. 

L., Rep., Ch. Ala. 

L., Rep., U. S. A. 

U. S. R., U. S. Con. 

U.S.A. 

L., Rep. 
A. l\I. 
Com. Eq., Rep., U. S. R. 

Rep. 


LL.D., Hon., L., Rep., Atty. Gen., 
Atty. U.S. 

l\I. G., Pres. Col. 

U.S.A. 
A. l\I., L., Rep. 

1810. 
l\I. D. 

L., Rep., Lt. Gov. 

l\1. D., U. S. R., U, S. A., U. S. N. 


~~----~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~!B 


I 
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BACllELORS OF ART~ 23 •1 
--------------------------------------~------------- ~ 
*Davis, "\VaITen R., 
*Dillet, James, 

*Earle, Samuel G., 

* Elmore, Benjamin T., 
Frierson, James. 
* Gill, William. 

""Golding, John R., 

Gregg, Elias. 

*Gregg, Robert A. 

Johnston, Job, 

*Lowry, William, 

l\Iuldrow, John B. 

*Pegues, Christopher B., 
*Pyatt, Joseph. 
*Pyatt, John. 
*Saxon, Charles A., 

Shanklin, Joseph V., 

Starke, Wyatt, 

*Tillinghast, Daniel. 

Wade, William C. 

*W a ties, John, 

Witherspoon, George. 


*Arthur, William. 
*Bell, John. 

*Brevard, John F., 


-* Brown, John G., 

Buchanan, John, 

*Carter, John, 

*Cuttino, David. 
* Davis, Henry, 

Dyson, J eptha, 

* Earle, Baylis J., 
* Futhey, John. 
* Gray, Simon Peter, 

Johnston, Iforr, 

*Lewers, Samuel B., 
* l\Ianning, Richard Irvine, 
* Mayrant, Charles, 

, * l\Iayrant, William, 
~ * l\Iarshall, William. 

~'"'v'""'"'·-,,~~'""' ·, -.. , , , ___,._. 

L., Sol., U. S. R. 

I 
~ 

L., U. S. R. Judge Ala. 
U.S. A. 

Rep., Comp. Gen. 


~ 
< 

Prof. 

L., Clk. Sen., Ch. S. C. 

l\I.D. 


Rep. 

L. 
L., Com. Eq. 

L., Rep., Pres. Bk. 


L. 

1811. 

, 

t, Secty. S. C., Rep., Pres. Br. Bk. l 
L., Rep., Sen. ( 
L., u. s. R. I 
l\I. D. 
L. 
L., Rep., Sol., Judge S. C. 

L. 
l\I. D. 
L., l\I. G. • 
Rep., Sen., U. S. R., G-'.IV. S. C. 
L. 
L. > 

1 

--~v.-v'""""'""'V~~'"''"-vv,-~,~~~vv~~ 
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~ 24 BACIIELORS OF ARTS. 1 

l 
\L., Rep.:McCall, John B., 

* l\Icl\lillan, John It 
< 

l 
L., Sol. N. C.Scott, John, 1 

Smith, Thomas, l\I. D. ( 
( 

(*Taylor, Robert A., L., Rep. 
( 

Verdier, James, l\I. D. 
( 
( 
( 

* Zimmerman, James D. ( 

< 
( 
( 

{ 
( 

1812. 

*Adams, Robert. i 
( 

Benson, Nimrod E., L., Rep. ( 

I* Brevard, Alfred, l\I. D. ( 

* Brooks, Whitfield, L., Rep., Com. Eq. / 
Cain, William, Rep., Sen., Lt. Gov. I 

l 
(* Campbell, James, l\I. G. 
( 

* Cahusac, Thomas. 
* Connor, Charles D., L. 

Connor, Henry, u.s.R. 

Crenshaw, Willis. 

Fleming, William H. 

Footman, Richard. 


l
Goodwyn, Jesse H. l 

Goodwyn, Robert II., l\I. D., Sen., Pres. Bk., U. S. A. I 

Herbert, Hardy. 

Johnson, William, l\I. D. 

* l\IcCall, John Ward, .J\I.D. 

l\IcCord, Russel P., Rep. 

l\lcGinney, Albert J. 

( 


* lUcMillan, Samuel. ! 

* l\lassey, James, L., Rep. 

\ 


I
* l\Iason, Charles C., L., Rep. 
* O'Hara, Arthur Harper, L. 

O'Neall, John Belton, · A. l\I., LL.D., L., Spk. II. R., Pres. 

ti:

\ 

Law Ct. Ap. and Ct. Errors S. C. 

Pepon, Benjamin Franklin, L. \ 
Pinckney, Henry Laurens, L., Spk. If. R., U.S. R. \ 

\ lArcston, William Campbell, · L., Rep;, U. S. S., Pres. S. C. Col. j 
) * Reid, John, Tu. S. C. Col. 1 

Thayer, Ebenezer, Teacher. i · 1 

~ *Thompson, John L. l 
~ * Trescot, George. . 
~ ~. 

~~"'S~,,.....,...~....,-._,....,_,...._.,,,..,_,...__.......~--............... ,,.._,,,...,_----~ ........../'-'"'~ 




25BACHELORS OF ART& 

Waring, John. 
* W aties, Thomas. 
Watts, Beaufort T., 

Anderson, Robert, · 
Barkley, Samuel G., 
Bookter, Christian P., 
* Bradley, Robert. 
* Creagh, John G., 
* Fickling, Joseph, 
Fleming, l\Iatthew. 
Gillespie, James, 
* Govan, Andrew R., 
Gray, James W., 
Higgins, Francis B., 
* James, Robert W., 
Kilgore, Josiah, 
Lang, Thomas, 
* Lee, John l\Iiles. 
* l\IcDuffie, George, 
* l\Ieans, David R.,
* l\Ieans, Robert, 
*Nance, Robert R. 
* Peyre, Francis. 
* Pope, Jesse, 
Pope, Joseph J., 
Rodgers, James, 
*Taylor, James H., 
Trezevant, Daniel H., 
*Vernon, William. 
Whitaker, William B. 
*Willison, Thomas, 
*Wilson, James E. 
*Wilson, Roger l\I. 
* Wilson, John. 
* Wilson, Robert M. 
* Withers, Francis. 

L., Secty. S. C., U.S. Charge. 

1813. 

1\:1. G. 

Rep. 

Rep. 


Judge Ala. 

Rep. · 


L., Rep. 
u. s. R. 
L., Mas. Eq. 

L., Com. Eq., Sen. 

1\1. G. 

Rep., Sur. Gen. 

Rep. 


L., Rep., U. S. R., U.S. S., Gov. S. C. 

1\1. D., Rep. 

1\1. G. 


l\I. G. 

Rep. 

L., U.S. R. 

M.D. 

l\I. D. 


L., Com. Eq. 
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*Allison, Hugh L., 
* Bedon, Stobo. 
* Belser, Frederick S., 
* Bonneau, Symmes. 

Boykin, John, 

* Boykin Samuel. 
*Breed, Edward. 

Brickell, William A., 

* Camack, James, 

Campbell, Alexander. 

* Chisolm, George. 

Chisolm, Robert T. 

Dupre, Daniel, 

Edwards, John D., 

*Fraser, Frederick G. 
*Gaillard, John. 
*Gibson, Samuel R., 

Gilchrist, Robert B., 

*H;.dg, James, 
Hunter, John Lingard, 
* Huggins, Charles, 
*Kirkland, William L., 

< *Legare, Hugh Swinton, 

Legare, Thomas, 
* l\IcComb, John, 

l\Iclver, David R. Williams, 

*:Marshall, William A. 

l\Iaxwell, Robert Anderson, 

Mayson, Ramsay, 

Murray, Samuel J. 

*Nott, Henry Junius, 
*O'Brien, Michael. 
*Partridge, John l\L 
. * Porcher, Philip S. 

Ravenel, Henry, 

Thomson, Charles R., 


• Thompson, Waddy, 
Trescot, Henry, 

Wallace, John L. 


1814. 

l\I. D. 

A. 1'1., L. 

L. 

L. 
Prof. 

l\L G., Rep. 
L., Rep., Sol. S. C. 

· L., Rep. 
L., Atty. U. S., Judge U. S. 
L. 
L., Rep., Sen., Judge Ala. 

Rep. 

l\L D. 
L., Rep., U. S. R., Atty. Gen. U. S., 

Secty. U. S., U. S. Min. 

l\I. D. 

L., Rep., 

l\L G. 


L. 
L. 

L., Prof. S. C. Col. 

Pres. Bk. 

Sen . 


L., Rep,, Sol., U. S. R., U. S. l\lin. f 

L. 

~~~~~ 
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! * Waring, Daniel James, 
, *Ward, Joshua. 

* Weston, William. 
Whitaker, John W. 
White, John. 
* White Richard. 

* Armstrong, Robert L. 
* Baker, William F., 
* Bay, William R. 
Bell, Paulus J. 
Boylston, Henry, 
* Brannon, Wesley, 
Eaves, Nathaniel R., 
Evans, Enoch J. 
Everitt, A. J. B. S. 
Farley, John, 
* Farrow, Pattillo, 
*Gaillard, Edwin, 
Gaillard, Thomas S., 
Gayle, John, 
* Gilbert, Elijah, 
Inglesby, William H., 
*James, William H.. 
Johnson, James S., 
Lance, Maurice Harvey, 
* Lee, William F. 
* Livingston, Thomas, 
McGill, John D. 
• Maxcy, Esek H., 
McCalla, William H. 
*McCullough, John L. 
McDonald, William N. 
Muller, Albert A., 
* Park, Edmund B. C., 
* Pegues, John 1\1. 
Pickens, Ezekiel, 
* Rees, Orlando S. 
Screven, Thomas E., 
Scott, John A. P., 

L. 

1815. 

L. 

l\L D. 

l\I. D. 

L., Rep., Sen. 


Teacher. 
L. 
M.D. 

l\I. D. 

Gov. Ala., U. S. R., U. S. Judge. 

L. 
L. 

L. 
M.G. 

L. Com. Eq. 

L. 

1\1. G. 
l\I. D. 

L., Judge Al~. 

l\I. D. 

l\L D., Rep. 


~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 




Simons, Thomas Young, 
* Smith, William Skirving. 
* Taylor, James Simon. 
* Winston, Fountain S., 

M. D., Prof. 

Gov. Miss. 

1816. 

* Anderson, Wade L., 
. Barker, Samuel Gaillard, 
* Bevan, Joseph Vallance, 

Bird, John W., 

*Blake, John F. 

* Brevard, Edward C. 
* Buist, Arthur, 
* Campbell, David J., 
* Campbell, William S., 
* Cook, Mitchell R. 
* Deas, Henry. 

Elliott, Thomas Odingsell, 

Faris, James, 

Folker, Patrick H., 

* Ford, George E. 

* Foster, Simpson, 

* Gibbes, Henry A., 
* Gourdin, Samuel. 

Gourdin, Theodore, 

Hibben, James, 

* Holloway, Lewis B. 
Irby, James Henderson, 
*Jenkins, Edward, D. C. 
:McDonald, Charles J., 
* l\Ianger, John J., 
Simpson, Richard F., 
Thomas, John Peyre, 
Thomas, Thomas Walter, 
Wardlaw, David Lewis, 
Williams, John Nicholas . 

. * Wilson, William S., 

Baynard, Archibald C. 

l\I. D. 
L . 
Hist. of Geo. 
L. 

M.G. 
M. G. 
L. 

L., Rep. 
l\I. G. 
l\L G. 

Com. Eq. 
M. G. 

M.D. 
Rep. 

L., Rep., Lt. Gov. 

L., Gov. Ga., U. S. R. 
L. 
L., Sen., U. S. R. · 
l\I. D. . 
Rep. 

L., Spk. H. R. S. C., Judge S. C. 

l\I. G. 

}817. 
1/ 

* Blassingham, William C., . · Rep. 	 / 

Butler, Andrew Pickens, 	 L., Rep., Sen., Judge S. C., U. S.S. / 

~~,...,..,,~~~ ~~.,...,...~"""~~~~~~ 
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* Carter, John C., 
*Caldwell, James J., 
* Chiles, Henry. 
* Dinkins, James W. 
* Dunlap, Robert, 
Dwight, Isaac M., 
* Farnandis, John H., 
* Fishburne, Charles. 
Gantt, Richard A., 
* Geddes James, 
Glover, Thomas 1,Vorth, 
* Green, Robert L. 
Holmes, James Gadsden, 
* Laurens, John B. 
*McKerrall, William J . . 
* Mayrant, John. 
* McDonald, Duncan. 
* Mclver, Alexander R. Markland, 
McMillan, Gavin, 
McWillie, William, 
Miller, John. 
Screven, James P., 
* Taylor, Thomas W. 
Troutman, Hyram B. 
*Waties, William T. 

Ashley, Cornelius Rain. 
* Bailey, Samuel A., 
*Bailey, Thomas. 
* Blair, George D. 
* Creagh, Richard P. 
* Conners, William J. 
Cuthbert, Lucius. 
* Davie, Frederick William, 
*Doby, James C. 
* Doby, John. 
Dunlap, George Washington, 
* Dunlap!Samuel F. 
Elfe, Robert, 
*Grimke, Henry W., 
* James, John Stobo, 

L. 

L., Rep., Sol., Ch. S. C. 


L., Rep. 

Rep. 

L., Rep. 


L. 
L. 

L., Rep., Olk· H. R., Judge S. C. 


L. 

L., Rep., Sol. 
M.G 

L., Rep., Sen., Pres. Bk. U. S. R. 


l\I. D. 

1818. 

L., U.S. R. 

Rep. 

M.D. 

L., Sen. 
L. 

. L., Com. Eq. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~, 




I 
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* Kilpatrick, Josiah J., 
* Laborde, John, 
Lee, William, 
Lide, Eli H. 
Lide, Robert P. 
* Lowry Alexander, 
* Lowry, Thomas. 
* l\Iays, James Butler, 

l\IcMorris, Spencer J. 

* l\Iills, John T., 

Phillips, Edward, 

*Shackleford, Anthony Bonneau. 

Smith, William Stevens, 

Snipes, William H. 

Stafford, Samuel l\I., 

* Taylor, Sumter. 

Wardlaw, Francis Hugh, 

Whitner, Joseph Newton, 

Williamson, Samuel, 

*Worthington, Reube~ C., 


*Campbell, Henry~ 
* Campbell, John, 

Clark, Ulri.: B. 

*Clowney, William K., 
*Colcock, Charles Jones. 
Cooper, l\Iark Anthony, 
Deas, John M., 
* Elmore, Franklin H., 

Fleming, James A. 
Green, B,mjamin, 
Green, Samuel 1\1., 
Gregg, Ezra l\I. 
Groves, James A. 
Groves, John S., 
Harris, John l\I. 
Hoey, Samuel J. 
Linton, Benjamin F., 
* Means, Thomas Jefferson. 

l\I. G. 

l\I. D. 

l\I. D. 


M.D. 

L. 

L. 

l\I. G. 


L. 

L., Prof. 

L., Rep., Ch. S. C. 

· L., Rep., Sen., ·sol., Judge S. C. 

l\I. G., Pres. Col. 

M.D. 

1819. 

u. s. R. 

L., Com. Eq., U. S. R.. 

u. s. R. 
l\I. G. 
L., Sol., U. S. R., U. S. S., Pres. 

Bk. S. C. 

L. 
M.D. 

L. 

L. 

l\Iemminger, Gustavus Christopher, L., Rep. 

~~~~~~~~~~~·-~~~ 
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* Nixon, Henry G., 

*Norman, John A. L., 

Palmer, Edward G., 

* Pope, James S. 

* Porcher, "William, 

Ross, John 1\1. 

* Scriven, Napoleon Bonaparte., 

Simpson, Samuel P. 

Sims, Joseph Stark, 

Smith, James E. 

Taylor, Thomas House, 

Taylor, William H. 

Thomas, Edward, 


Bobo, Spencer :M. 

Brevard, Robert A. 

Caldwell, Patrick Calhoun, 

Cohen, Solomon, Jr., 

Edwards, Charles A. 

Formis, James A. 

Goodwyn, Thomas Jefferson, 

* Hadden, Isaac, 
*James, Francis l\Iarion. 
Keith, Paul Trapier, 
* Lewis, Dixon H., 
* l\Iatthews, Wiley J. 
* l\larsh, James Robert, 
l\icElveen, William l\L 
* l\Iaxcy, Jonathan, 
Nuckolls, William T., 
* Pinckney, Cotesworth, 
*Sterrett, William P. 
*Taylor, John C. 
Terry, James, 
·watson, Samuel R., 
Wilkins, Samuel B., 
*Williams, Samuel D; 
'Williams, Alexander, 

L., Rep. 

L., Rep., Pres. Col. 

L., Rep. 


1\1. D. 


l\I. G. 


·L., Rep. 


l\I. G. 


l\I. G. 

1820. 

L., Rep. Sen., U.S. R., 

L., Rep., Com. Eq., U. S. Atty. 


l\I. D., Rep., Sen. 
M.G. 

1\1. G. 

L., U. S. R., U. S. S. 


L. 

L. 

L., U.S. R. 

l\I. D. 


L., Com. Eq. 

l\I. G. .. 

L., Rep. 


~I. D. 

Williams, Matthew, L. 



~~~ 
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*Wilson, John R. 
Witherspoon, John Benoni, 
Yeadon, Richard, 

*Alexander, Amzie. 
Allison, Robert T. 
Beckett., James M: ., 
*Brownfield, Robert J., 
Clinton, Lawson. 
Dargan, George Washington, 
Deas, Elias Horry, 
Fleming, B. H., 
Frost, John D. 
Hutson, Thomas ·w., 
Irvine, Edmund. 
Jeffries, James B. 
Laborde, Maxamilian, 
McGeehee, John C., 

McWhorter, l\1ijamin S. 

Manly, Basil, 

Nance, John D., 

Paul, John W., 

Pou, Joseph, 

Presley, John. 

Reid, D. Evander. 

Richardson, William E., 

Rodgers, John M., 

* Sims, James M., 
* Simkins, Eldred, Jr., 
* Williams, Paul A., 
Zimmerman, John Perkins, 

Allston, William J., 

Bacon, Edmund B. 

Beatty, William C., 

Boyd, Charles L., 

• Bynum, Alfred, 
Christman, Michael W., 
Clifton, William C., 

M. D., Rep. 

L., Rep. 


1821. 

M.D. 
L. 

L., Com. Eq., Sen., Ch. S. C. 

l\L D., Prof., Rep. 

l\I. G. 


M.D. 

M. D., Prof. S. C. Col. 
L. 

M. G., Pres. Col. 

L., Com. Eq. 

L. 
L. 

L. 
L. 
M. D. 
L. 
M.D. 

Rep., Sen. 


1822. 

Rep. 

Sen. 

lI. G. 

L. 

1\1. G. 

L. 

L-----~~~~~-~~~--~""""~ 
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Cole, James J., 
Edwards, Edward D. 
Felder, Francis J. 
• Fraser, Peter "\V., 

Grant, William J., 

Lee, T. Joseph, 

Lide, Evan J. 

Logan, George William, 

Palmer, John S., 

Park, Amasa F. 

Player, George C. 

Player, Thompson T., 

Prior, William R. T., 

• Simmons, Francis Yonge, 

Wilson, William J., 

Young, Archibald. 


Buist, George, 
Colcock, William F., 
Coo-per, Ebenezer. 
• Davis, John R. 
• Glover, Charles, 
Hudson, James W. 
Moses, Franklin J., 
Spencer, Robert. H. 

Bellinger, Carnot, 
Brevard, Theodore W., 
Brumby, Richard T., · 
Calhoun, James M., 
Carroll, Charles R., 
Deas, Lynch H., 
• Divver, James. 

Foster, Willis. 

• Geiger, John W., 

Jones, James, 

Lee, Thomas B. 

Means, Edward. 

Miller, Thomas P. 


L. 

Rep. 

L., Com. Eq. 

M.D. 

L. 

1\1. D., Rep., Sen. 


L., Rep., Sol. 

1\I. D. 

M. D., Sen. 

1\1. G. 


1823. 

L. 

L., Spk. H. R., U. S. R. 


J'rl. D. 

L., Sen. 

1824. 

1\I. D. 
L. 

L., Prof. S. C. Col. 

Pres. Ala. Sfm. 

L., Rep., Sen. 

1\1. D. 


L. 

L., Rep., Adj. Gen. S. C. 




BACHELORS OF ART& 

Nott, Josiah C., 
Patrick, Jesse C. 
Potts, James J., 
Reese, James E. 
Smith, Isaac H. 
Starr, Arthur S. 

Aiken, William, 
• Charles, William W. H. 

Coalter, John D., 

Dawkins, Thomas N., 

DeSaussure, John M., 

DeSaussure, Louis l\I., 

Dubose, David St. Pierre, 

Edwards, Thomas II. 

Elliott, Stephen, 
• Faust, Daniel F., 

Files, David, Jr., 

• Freer, Charles. 
• Gist John. 

Hammond, James IL, 


, • Hawes, Horace C., 

Huger, Daniel E., Jr., 

Hunt, Randell, 

James, Robert. 

• Johnson, Francis B., 

Kenerly, Sherod W., 

Kennedy, John L., 

Kinsler, John. 

• Leckie, James F. 

Lesly, Samuel W. 

• Mortimer, Edward C. 
Munford, Robert, 
l\Iyers, S. Etting. 
Pope, J amcs. 
• Ramsay, T. Loughton S., 
Starke, Theodore, 
• Wallace, Beaufort A., 
Withers, Thomas Jefferson, 
Wragg, John A., 

l'iI. D. 

L., Rep. 

1825. 

Rep., Sen., Gov. S. C., U. S. R. 

L., Atty. Gen. Mo. 
L., Rep., Sol. 
L. 

1'1. D. 

Sen. 


L., 1'1. G., Prof. S. C. Col., Bish. Ga. 
M.D. 
L. 

L., U. S. R., Gov. S. C. 
1\1. D. 
L. Rep. 
L. 

l\I. G. 

l\I. G. 

Prof. 


L. 

L. 

M. D. 
L. 

L., M:. G. 

L., Sol., Judge S. C. 

l',L D. 
 \ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~, 
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Bellinger, Edmund, 
* Charles, John. 
Clarkson, William. 
Darby, Artemas T., 
* Dargan, Timothy J. Keith, 
* Earle, Elias D. 
* Edwards, Alexander L., 
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Miller, Jerome Charles . 

. Moore, Richard Manning, 

Moore, Ilenry Thomas, 

A. )I., L. 
A. l\I., L. 

)I. D. 


A. )I., M. D. 

A. )I., L. 

l\I. D., Prof. 
l\I. G. 
L. 

M.D. 

L. 
L. 
L. 

1846. 

l\I. D. 
A.M.,L. 
l\I. D., U. S. N. 
L. 

l\1. D. 


L. 
L. 
L. 

l\I. D. 
A. M.,L. 
L. 

l\I. D. 


A. M., L., Sol. 

M. D. 
A. l\I., L. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~-2B 
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I l\Iorse, Aaron A. 

Parker, William II., 

Patton, Edward L., 

Perry, .Archibald Simpson Johnston. 
• Rakhford, John, 

Reid, Robert II., 

Rice, Joseph, 

Spann, James G. 

Wilson, William Illackburn, 

Witherspoon, Hamilton G. 


Allen, Orsimus W., 

Allston, P. Bacot. 

Blanding, Ilenry William, 

Bostwick, Edward J., 

Buist, Henry, 

Dupre, John T., 

Farrow, James, 


. Frost, Thomas, 
Gary, Summerfield l\Iassilon Glenn, 
Gibbes, James G., 
Gist, William C. 
Goodwyn, Artimus D. 
Green, John S. 
Griffin, Evander l\I. 
Haile, Edward, 
Hay, Oscar P. 
Hazel, William G. P. 
Izard, Walter, 

Levy, S. Yates, 

Lipscomb, James N. 

Logue, William, 

Manigault, Joseph. 

McLeod, Dugald l\IcDermot. 

l\Ic::1Iaster, Fitz William, 
• )Ioultrie, James. 
Noble, Alexander. 
Porcher, Phillip E. 
Quash, Francis D., 
Rembert, Robert Henry. 

::II. G. / 
A. )I., L. / 
L. ~ 


l\I. D. 
A. l\L, ~I. G. 
::II. D. 

A. l\I., L. 

18-17. 


l\I. D. 

l\LD. 
L. 
L. 
ir. D. 
L . 
L. 
A. l\L, L. 
A. l\I., Civ. Eng. 

M.D. 

Civ. Eng. 
L. 

L. 

Lib. S. C. Col 

l\I. D. 

~----~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Sams, Julius J., 1\f. G. 
Seabrook, Paul II., A. l\I. 
Telfourd, William B., A. M., M. G. 
Villipigue, Frederick L., L. 
Weston, Isaac T. 
Wilson, Furman E., l\I. D. 

18-!8. 

Adams, J arnes Picket. L. 
• Anderson, ·William, 
Alston, William. l\I, D. 
Avery, John William. 
Belser, Jacob F. 
Bethea, Jesse T ., L. 
Blanding, Louis Septimus, L. 
Brumfield, John. 
Cheves, Robert Hayne. 
Dogan, William S., L. 
Ewart, James B., L. 
Frazer, Henry D., 1\I. D. 
Gamewell, Francis, 1\I. G. 
Henry, Robert, A. 1\I., 1\I. D. 
Laborde, John B. L. 
Matheson, Benjamin II., 1\1. D. 
1\IcRea, Dandridge. 
Porcher, Julius T., 1\I. D. 
Porcher, Thomas F. 
Rembert, Edward J., 1\1. D. 
• Rodgers, George W. 
Seibles, Edwin W., L. 
Smith, Augustus 1\I. 
• Sparks, Samuel, L. 
Suber, Christopher H., L. 
Taber, William R., L. 
Talley, William Henry, A.M.,L. 
Talley, Alexander N., 1\1. D. 
Thompson, A. Wallace. 
West, Charles S., L. 
Whaley, William S. 
Withers, W. Randolph. 

~ 
~ ~-



BACIIELORS OF ARTS. 

Aiken, D. Wyatt. 

Ashby, Thomas .. 

Bailey, Samuel II. 

Barker, Theodore G. 

Ilaynard, E. l\{ 

Bickley, J. C. 

Bookhardt, Samuel W., 

Boyd, John D. 

Calhoun, James Edward, Jr., 

Carlisle, John W. 

Clinch, Henry A. 

Clinch, N. B. 

Connor, James, 

Cureton, James E. 

Cuthbert, George B., 

Debardelaben, John F., 

Gaillard, Francis. 

Gaillard, Rush F. 

Gibbes, Robert W., Jr., 

Giardeaux, Thomas, 

Glenn, John E., 

Glover, Thomas Jefferson, 

Gourdin, Thomas T. 

Henry, E. Jones. 

Holleyman, Thomas H. 

Holt, William J. · 

Howell, Jesse Malachi. · · 

Jordan, R. H. H., 

Lang, J. B.; 

*Leitner, George E. 

Leitner, William Z., 

Ligon, W. J. 

l\lcCants, Thomas l\I. 

*Mciver, J. Y. 

McKinnon, Robert H. 

l\Iellechamp, James H. 

l\Ioffett, George H. 

l\Ioore, Isham. 

l\Ioore, John B. 

Neeley, Thomas W., 


1849. 

1\1. D. 

L. 

L. 

L. 
.. l\I. D. 

l\I. D. 
M.G. 
M.D. 
L. 

l\I. D. 

L. 

L. 



I 
~ 

BACIIELORS OF ARTS. 

Nott, T. E. 

(Eland, John C., 

(Eland, P. J. 

Poe, ,Yilliam C. 

Porcher, Octavius T. 

Porcher, Percival. 

Porter, Rufus K., 

Pou, Wm. L., 

Richardson, Charles. 

Richardson, John Peter. 

Robertson, John E. 

Ross, R. F. 

Seabrook, Edward J. 

Shanklin, J. L. 

Simpkins, E. C. 

Simonton, Charles II., 

Stevens, William. 

Tomkins, Francis A. 

Tucker, Daniel. 

Tucker, J. H. 

Wallace, Wm. H. 

Wannamaker, Thomas E. 

Weston, W. 

White, J. Evans, 


Adams, Samuel. 

Alston, W. S. · 

Amaker, Adam V., 

Ayer, Wm. Franklin. 

Bacon, John E., 

Barnwell, Robert W. 

Beck, Robert C. 

Bratton, John M. 

Braerly, Robert l\I., 

Buford, J.M. 

Carson, James M. 

Cauthen, J. T. 

Charles, Hugh L. 

Coit, David. 

Dubose, M. 


L. 

A. :M., 1\1. G. 
l\I. D. 

L. 

M.G. 

1850. 

L. 

L. 

l\I. G. 

~~r~~------~-----~'""-"-~----....---



BACHELORS OF .ARTS. 

Durant, Robert l\IcFaddin. 
Edwards, B. W. 
Eichelberger, George l'lf. 
Eichelberger, Wm. 
Ellerbe, Wm. C. S. 
Elliott, Stephen. 
Felder, Alpherd F. 
Fraser, Wm. Burt. 
Gist, States Rights, 
Glover, John V. 
Glover, Joseph. 
Goodwyn, Thomas Jefferson. 
Govan, Wm. H. J. 
Haskell, L. C. 
Ilays, E. S. J. 
Hill, Joseph R. 
Jamison, Samuel G. 
Jenkins, E. E. 
Larey, Peter H., 
Lebby, Robert. 
1'IcFaddin, Robert Charles. 
l\IcFie, James P. 
l\Ic)Iastcr, George II. 
l\IcPheters, George. 
* :l\Iaybin, R. C. 

l\Ieets, l\I. B. 

l\Iiller, J. H. 

l\Iit<:hell, Wm. C. 

l\Iobley, John G. 

l\Iuller, Wm. G., 

l\Iurray, J. J. 

Player, John A. 

Pooser, Edwin H. 

Richardson, John Smythe, 

Ryon, James II., 

Sams, Horace II., 

Scriven, Thomas E. 

Shuler, J. R. 

Sloan, James B. 

Thomson, J arnes. 

Thomson, Paul. 


L. 

L. 
~I. D. 

M.D. 

L. 
A. l\I., L. 
A. l\I., L. 
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Venning, E. 

Walker, James F., 

Weaver, William. 

Williams, Henry S., 

Williamson, George 11I., 

Wharton, John A., 

Yongue, Robert Aiken, 


Aiken, Isaac 111. 

Allston, J. B. 

Ball, B. W. 

Bauskett, T. C. 

Beaty, J. 111. 

Bold, J. W. 

Brice, J. 111. 

Brumby, A. Brevard. 

Caldwell, II. II. 

Calhoun, Wm. L. 

Chalmers, J. R. 

Clarkson, R. II. 

Elliott, J. II. 

Ferguson, J. A. 

Fripp, A. 

Fripp, C. 

Gaillard, Samuel. 

Gillespie, Franklin S. 

Gillespie, Samuel J. 

Goodman, W. A. 

Gordon, A. B. 

Harrison, Douglas. 

lleriott, R. S. 

Herndon, E. 

Hill, Joseph. 

Howard, Robert G. 
Izard, Henry. 
Jones, W.R. 
Kinard, James P. 
King, J. G. 
Litton, Robert D. 
Lucas, S. 

L. 


A. 11I. 
L. 
L. 

1851. 

~~~~----~---~~~----~~~~ 
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J\IcCaa, Eugene. 

McDaniel, J. J. 

McLure, J. S. 

Metts, Wm. B. 

Norris, W. S. 

Pou, J. R. 

Rice, Wm. G. 

Robertson, Daniel G. 

Seabrook, C. A. 

Seabrook, J. 1\1. 

Seabrook, J. W. 

Taylor, Wm. R., L. 

Townsend, Samuel J., L. 

Tucker, II. 

Wier, R. L. 


1852. 

Adams, IL Walker. 
Allen, Thomas W. 
Buchanan, William Creighton. 
Bush, AH. 
Calhoun, James C. 
Davidson, J. Wood. 
Edmunds, Nicholas W. 
Edwards, A. F. 
Frean, William H. 
Gaston, J. Brown. 
Gaston, J. Lucius. 
Griffin, Peter E. 
Hammond, Harry. 
Holman, John "\V. 
Hopkins, J. Ward. 
Hudson, Joshua Hezekiah. 
Irby, William. W. 
Jackson, A. II. 
Jones, Dennis F. 
Keitt, Ellison S. 
King, Nathaniel R. 
Leitner, James Gregg. 
Leverett, Charles n.· 
Livingston, J. William. 



~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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l\Iarshall, John H. 

l\IcDowall, James. 

l\IcLure, Thomas. 

l\IcN eill, Thomas E. 

l\IcPheeters, William A. 

l\Ieans, Waddy Thompson. 

l\Ielton, Samuel 1,Varren. 

l\Iills, Sumter Robert. 

Neely, John D. 

Noble, Samuel Bonneau. 

Porter, David H. 

Pringle, William Bull. 

Rhett, Andrew Burnet. 

Ruff, John A. 

Scott, William C. 

Stroman, Charles J. 

Thomas, William. 

Troutman, Hiram Alex. 

Wardlaw, Andrew Bowie. 

Weston, Joel Adams Tucker. 

Whitner, Joseph Newton, Jr. 

Williams, Jeremiah N. 

Youmans, Leroy F. 


1853. 
Anderson, J. Benjamin. 
Anderson, Mason G. 
Cuthbert, Lucius, 
DeTreville, Robert. 
Evins, John H. 
Goodwyn, John Jesse. 
Leverett, Charles Edward. 
Middleton, John Izard. 
Pape, Fritz W. 
Perrin, James Wardlaw. 
Whetstone, N. C. 

. ' 



PERSONS UPON WHOJI HONORARY DEGREES HAVE BEEN CONFERRED, 
BESIDES THOSE THAT .ARE INCLUDED A.llONGST THE BACHELORS 
OF ARTS. . 

YEAR. 

1807 
" 
" 
" 
" 1808 
" 
" 
" 1809 
" 1812 
" 1813 

1814 
" 
" 
" 1815 
" 
" 
" 1816 

1817 
1818 
1819 
1833 
1834 
1837 
" 1838 

1839 
1840 
" 1841 

1842 
1846 
1850 
1852 
" 1853 

NAME. 

John Drayton, . 
William Percy, . . • • • • 
Richard Furman, . . 
Joseph Alexander, . 
Moses Waddle, 
Edward Hooker, • • • 
Thomas Park, . . 
Daniel l\IcCalla, . • 
Benjamin Allen, . . . . . 
--1\iontgomery, . • . 
Henry Holcombe, • . . . . . . . . . . 
--Flin~ ..........•. 
Solomon Halling, . 
Nathaniel Brown, . 
Joseph Sumner, . . . . . . . . . . • 
Aaron W. Leland, . . . • . . . . . . . 
James Ramsay, 
Samuel Caldwell, . . 
Benjamin M. Palmer, . 

. James White Stephenson, 
Christopher Gadsden, 
John M. Roberts, 
Rene Godard, • • ,, 
-Waldo, •. , 

· William Capers, . . • 
Jeremiah Chaplin, . . . 
Thomas Cooper, . • • 
Robert Henry, . . 
Reuben Post, . • . . 
P. C. Gaillard, . . • • 
Joseph Henry, . . . . . . . . . . , . 
Samuel A. Marshall, . . . . . . . . . . 
James W. McCants, . • • • . • 
James Smith, • 
William H. Prescott, • 
Robert W. Barnwell, 
W. J. Hand, , . 
John Bachman, • . . . 
James Terry, • . 
John Douglas, • . 

I
J. B. Adger, . . . . . . ' . . 

DEGREE. 

LL.D. 
D.D. 
D.D. 
D.D. 
D.D. 
A. l\I. 
A. l\I. 
D.D. 
LL.D. 
D.D. 
D.D. 
D.D. 
D.D. 
D.D. 
D.D. 
D.D. 
A.B. 
D.D. 
D.D. 
D.D. 
D.D. 
D.D. 
A. l\I. 
A. l\I. 
A. l\I. 
D.D. 
LL.D. 
D.D. 
D.D. 
A. l\I. 
LL.D. 
A. l\I. 
A. M. 
A. B. 
LL.D. 
LL.D. 
A. l\I. 
LL.D. 
A. 1\1. 
A. M. 
D.D. 
A. 1\1.. . . . ." Henri Ilerrisse, • • 





CONTAINING THE NAMES OF ALL STUDENTS ADMITTED INTO TIIE 
COLLEGE, WHO IN ANY WAY WHATSOEVER LEFT IT WITHOUT A 
DIPLO:c\IA. 

1805-G. 

FRESHMAN. 


Chesley, John E., Rivers, J. Turner. 

Nesbit, Wilson, 


SOPHOMORE. 

Capers, William, Postell, James, 

Course, Charles, Reid, Robert Raymond. 


1806-7. 

FRESHMAN. 

Ellis, Charles. 

SOPHOMORE. 

Branford, Barnaby, ·watson, Edward. 

*Chappel, James, 
JUNIOR. 

*Ford, Stephen, Muldrow, John. 

• Goodwyn, William, 

1807-8. 

SOPHOMORE. 

• McKa, John, Boykin, John, 
Postell, John, "" Cantey, Samuel B., 


Fisher, Daniel, *Williamson, Timothy. 


Lang, William, 
JUNIOR. 

Mayrant, Rufus, *Dent, John, 
*Dinkins, James, Murphy, John D., 

*!fart, Daniel, Stark, John, 

lq 
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Taylor, Jesse, 
• Taylor, Benjamin, 

*Davis, George, 
Davis, William, 
Goodwyn, John J., 

* Hampton, Frank, 
Martin, James, 

Adams, Henry, Jr., 
Bowman, James, 
Dick, Elias, 
Gignilliatt, Charles, 

Burgess, John, 
Holmes, James, 
Pope, John, 

Bostick, B., 
Creswell, John T., 
Cuthbert, Robert B., 

Flud, William, 

Gaston, John B., 

Guerard, Jacob, 
Herons, Philip, 

McCord, John, 
Lowry, Robert, 

~ 

Trezevant, John F. 

SENIOR. 

Ileriot, Benjamin, 
* :McRaa, Powel. 

1808-!:J. 

SOPHOMORE. 

Nephew, Peter J. 

JUNIOR. 

Hampton, Wade, 
Johnson, Isaac, 
Sims, Charles S. 

1809-10. 

SOPHOMORE. 

Pegues, George, 
Seibles, Henry, 
Wade, Nathan. 

JUNIOR. 


Neman, John, 

Perry, Peter. 


1810-41. 

FRESHMAN. 

Hailes, Robert. 

SOPHOMORE. 

Hay, '\Yilliam II. 

JUNIOR. 

Mayrant, James W. 

SENIOR. 

':I'homas, B. Thomas, 
Woodward, William. 

~ 




Dell, John, 
Dennet, Elias S., 
Graves, Anthony T., 
IIane, Felix, 
Haile, Richard, 

Burgess, John, 
Boykin, William K., 
Cook, Burrel B., 
Giles, Robert, 
Herndon, Zachariah, 

Alston, Joseph l\I., 
Crapp, Benjamin C., 
Frierson, John J., 
Jenkins, Daniel A., < 

Bochet, Alexander 1)1., 
Douglas, James, 

Barkley, Robert, 
Dalton, Fred. W., 
Gayle, John, 
Hopkins, James, 

Gaillard, Augustus T., 
l\Iclver, Thomas, 

Bossard, Joseph S., 
Broughton, Thomas, 
Cuthbert, Thomas, 
Ficklin, Jeremiah, 

APPENDIX. 

1811-12. 

SOPHOMORE. 

Stuart, Thomas M., 
Taylor, Thomas, 
Thomas, Tristram N., 
White, James B., 
Young, William C. 

JUNIOR. 

Hartley, Thomas, 
McGregor, James S., 
Parkins, Alex. R., 
Righton, John, 
Starke, Robert. 

1812-13. 

SOPHOMORE. 

l\Iillcr, George D., 
Rolando, Francis G., 
Sealey, J amcs. 

JUNIOR. 

· 1 Fuller, Nathan, 
Ramsay, James. 

SENIOR. 

McLeod, John, 
Rolando,. Ch~rlcs N., 
Wilson, Robert. 

1813-14. 

SOPIIOMORE. 

Partridge, William s., 
Waters, Philcmon. 

JUNIOR. 

* Finley, John L., 
Goddard, Thomas, 
Hailes, Robert, 
Porcher, I>hilip S., 

~ 
63 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Porcher, Thomas W., 
Rutledge, B. H., 

Brickell, William A., 
Hunter, Charles A., 
Keith, John Alexander, 

Rudolph, Z. 

Smith, George S. 

Johnson, James, 

Colcock, Thomas Hutson, 
Graham, William.A., 
Lide, John, 

* llagood, Robert. 

Cuthbert, E., 
* llogg, James E., 

* Cuthbert, George W., 
Eddings, William J., 
*Fludd, John M., 
*Geddes, John, . 
Jenkins, Joseph, 
Jones, John, 
Legare, Solomon, 

APPENDIX, 

Tucker, Joel A. 

SENIOR. 


l\IcCord, David J., 

Nott, William D. 


1814-15. 

FRESHMAN. 

SOPHOl\lORE. 

JUNIOR. 


Simpson, John W. 


SENIOR. 


Mellett, Melton, 

Porter, John. 


1815-16. 


FRESHl\IAN. 


SOPHOMORE. 

Middleton, John Izard, 
Middleton, Oliver H. 

JUNIOR. 

* Lega,re, John, 
* McPherson, Isaac, 
Seabrook, WilliaJl!, 
Seabrook, Ephraim, 
Smith, Richard D., 
Townsend, John, 
Vaughan, Henry. 

SENIOR. 

* Campbell, James, Mays, William A., 
*Earle, Andrew Pickens, *Moore, John P., 

Irby, William, Overstreet, William. 


\m~--~-~~~~~~~~~~~~-~ 
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1816-17. 

FRESHMAN. 


Chisolm, Samuel. • 


SOPHOMORE. 


Adamson, John, Laurens, Fred. Rutledge, 


Bonneau, Wm. H., Price, Wm. Smith, 

Caldwell, James, Rowand, Charles E., 


Campbell, Alex., Sams, William, 


Falconer, W., Simms, Richard L. 

JUNIOR, 


Baynard, William, *Elliott, Charles Pinckney, 

Mcl\Iillan, Hugh, 
Edings, James, 


SENIOR. 


Lilly, John A. 


1816-17. 


FRESHMAN; 


Evans, Abel E. 


SOPHOMORE. 


*Maxcy, Stephen II., Rutledge, Frederick. 


Price, William S., 


JUNIOR. 

Maybank, Joseph D., Boykin, Thomas, 
Roach, Thomas J.,Chapman, John, 
Singleton, Thomas, Herbert, John, 
Stuart, John A.Holsey, Hopkins, 


SENIOR. 


Raysor, James, 
Hunter, John, 
Roberts, Henry D.Marsh, Samuel B., 


1817-18. 


FRESIIl\IAN. 

Carson, William. 

SOFHOMORE, 


Frost, John D., 
Edwards, John A., 
· Gaillard, Samuel P.Falconer, Thomas P., 

(1) 

,~~~~~ 



Boykin, Lemuel W., 
Gaillard, David, 

APPENDIX. 

JUNIOR. 

Means, John D., 
MeKee, David G., 

James, John, Murrel, John~-, 
Lide, Charles A., Taylor, John C., 
Love, E. A., Web?, William. 

SENIOR. 

Baynard, William E., Hodges, Nicholas, 
Fraser, Joseph, Williamson, Thomas F. 

' 
1818-19. 

FRESHMAN. 

Ayer, Cornelius R., · Harris, Ludovicus. 

SOPIIOl\IORE. 

Irby, John E., Parrott, Abner B., 
Kenner,-, Partridge, William S. 
Nesbit, Eugenius A., 

JUNIOR. 

Bird, Fitzgerald, Hill, Rhydon G., 
Bobo, John S., ~IcKee,IIerndon, 
Bobo, William J., Youngblood, Richard S. 

SENIOR. 

Richardson, John P., Singleton, Thomas D. 

1819-20. 

SOPIIOMORE. 

Cook, Joseph W. H., Myers, William M., 
DeSaussure, Charles A., Waring, M. II. 
Dupont, Henry, 

JUNIOR. 

Aiken, John C., Hailes, Thomas J., 
Bellinger, Edmund, Lewis, William L., 
Boykin, William A., MeMichael, Jacob II., 
Chambers, John J., O'Bannon, A brose W ., 
Cook, Nathan P., Smith, Cotesworth Pinckney. 
Guignard, James P., 

SENIOR •. 

Brevard, Alexander J. M., Webb, William G., 
Connors, Charles P., · Witherspoon, James M. 
Murrell, John J ., 

~~~~---~---~~~~~~~~ 
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Strohecker, Charles C., 

Vereen, J. W., 


Butler, Leontine, 

Hay, William H. IT., 


Bacon, John W., 

Campbell, John Kilpatrick, 

Gibson, John R., 

Godboldt, Charles T., 

Goodwyn, William A.; 


Mixon, John. 


Brantwaite, William, 

Coalter, John, 


Abbott, Henry J., 

Baker, John W., 

Cantzer, John D., 

Cohen, Myer l\I., 

Contourio, Washington, 

Fullenwider, Henry, 

Fos~er, Calvin, 

Gist, William T., 

Henderson, Charle3 C., 


Brown, Jeremiah, 

Eppes, Francis, 


Carew, John E. 


Holmes, Robert, 


APPENDIX. 67 

1820-21. 


SOPHOMORE. 


Wheeler, Oliver. 


JUNIOR. 

Sims, Henry L., 
Yates, Jeremiah D. 

SENIOR. 

Harris, Lodovicus, 
Myers, John J., 
Phillips, John, 
Waties, -. 

1821-22. 

FRESHMAN. 


SOPHOMORE. 

Magill, James, 
Wigfall, Hampden. 

JUNIOR. 

Hopkins, William, " 
Hopkins, Thomas, 
Marshall, Henry, . 
Myers, l\L Cohen, 
Porcher, Charles, 
Potts, John J., 
Richardson, John Smythe, 
Saxon, Lydall, 
Witherspoon, I. Dop.nom. 

SENIOR. 

Gault, William J,, 

Horlbeck, Elias. 


1822-23. 


FRESHMAN, 


SOPIIOMORE, 

Pope, G. J. 

~~-~~J'-"-,--,...r'v°v"~.-..,._;~.,-..;,.,~v-v"'-.,....,.._,.....,.._,.~,,..,...,~~e'.llll:I 
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Cogdell, J. G., 
Dubose, David, 
Evans, Harris S., · 
Gist, John, 

Lee, William 1\1. 

• 

Black, John. 


Cantey, Henry, 

Edwards, James L., 

Edwards, John A., 


Brickell, Henry B., 

Butler, Charles F., 

Charles, John R., 

Holmes, Arthur F., 


Blocker, iohn M., 


Elliott, George P., 

Hawkins, --, 

Holmes, Robert, 


Bradley, A., 

Butler, Charles F., 

Bynum, Turner, 

Gregorie, Charles C., 


Saxon, Lydall. 


{ Davia, John M., 
\ DeWitt, Wm. T., 

JUNIOR. 

Haskell,-, 

James, Robert, 

Mc Willie, James D. 


SENIOR. 

1823-24 . 

FRESHMAN. 

SOPHOMORE. 

Gibbes, Wilmot R., 
Laborde, Peter F., 
Martin, John C., 

JUNIOR. 

Keckeley, Edward C., 

Myers, William, 

Rice, Hezekiah W. W., 


SENIOR. 

Daniels, James M. 

1824-25. 

SOPHOMORE. 

Levy,-, 
· 1\IcCants, J., 

Saxon, Robert. 

JUNIOR. 

McAlilcy, Samuel, 
Tucker, James R., 
William, George W. 

SENIOR. 

1825-26.' 


FRESHMAN. 


Holmes, Wm. T. 
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~ 
SOPHOMORE. 


Chapman, R. 


• JUNIOR. 


Alston, Joseph, Pringle, John .r. J., 

Boyd, James C., Starke, James T., 

Boyd, William E., Wardlaw, Robert llenry. 


' Phillips, Martin, 

SENIOR. 

Bonham, James C., English, William, 


Bradley, Robert, Fishburne, Benjamin, 


Clifton, Algernon S., Huger, John M., 


Creyon, John P., Maxcey, Hart S. H., 

Zimmerman, Daniel A., 
English, Thomas, 

1826-27. 

FRESHMAN. 
Ellerbe, William. Arthur,-, 


Coachman, -, 


SOPHOMORE. 
Mazyck,-,Jenkins,-, 

Noel, Augustus, 
Levin,-, 

Woodward, Osman.
Mcl\1ahan, -, 

JUNIOR. 
Haigler, Henry, Boone, William, 
Keith, J. Cordes,Buist, Edward, 
Lockhart, Thomas W., Cook, Ilenry S., 
Richardson, Thos. R. C.,Degraffenreid, J. H., 

Ruff, Reuben, 
Gist, William Il., 
Rumph, David. Goodwyn, Edward L., 


SENIOR. 


Foster, Henry, 
Adams, Joel R., 
Fuller, Henry L., Adams, William G ., 
Gibbes, Robert Wm., Bonham, James C., 
Hayne, Isaac W., Carroll, James Parsons, 
Herndon, John N., Charles, Robert T., 

: Jamison, David T., Davis, James, 
Landrum, John J.,Davis, William, 
Lofton, John, Ervin, John F., 
l\IcOlanahan, Samuel, Fishburn, Robert, , 

~im 
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l\Ic)fichael, Richard B., Richardson, James B., 

Means, Robert, Smith, William W., 

Means, William B., Spratt, Thomas B., 
l\Iiles, Robert, Thomson, James "\V., 
O'Bannon, John F., 'l:hompson, Henry I-I., 
Oswald, William, Webb, Edward J., 
Pickens, Francis Wilkinson, Woodward, Joseph A. 
Price, Reese, 

McQueen, Thomas. 

Boyce,-, 

Haig, A., 


Clarkson, Thomas, 

Lowndes, Edward, 


Furman, Thomas, 

Scott, John A. 

Roberts, William. 

Bacot, Peter S., 
Boatwright, Sampson G., 
Carr, Thomas G., 
Cheney, John 1\1. D., 
Gibson, Samuel F :, 

Center, Timothy, 
Ellerbe, William T., 

Taylor, George. 

~ 

1827-28. 

FRESHMAN. 

SOPHOMORE. 

Ioor, George. 

JUNIOR. 

Millikin, William, 
Waties, Jonathan T. 

SENIOR. 

Miller, Washington. 

1828-29. 

SOPHOMORE. 

JUNIOR. 

1829-30. 

S OPH 01\IORE. 

Johnson, Benjamin I-I., 
l\IcGowen, Henry "\V., ·. 
Peay, Nicholas A., 
Shields, Benjamin G., 
Trotti, Samuel l\I. 

JUNIOR. 

Fickling, Francis W., 
Nelson, James l\I. 

SENIOR. 

~ 




Bayle, John, 
Cannon, William II., 
Gaillard, John, 

Alston, William L., 
Evans, Thomas E., 
Lawton, George W., 
l\1cKay, William A., . 
McCreary, William, 

Cheves, Andrew II., 
Gaillard, Peter C., 

Miller, E. D., 
Tureaud, Demophon, 

Bailey, Edward D., 

Johnson, H. P., 

Lowry, John l\I., 

Raoul, Lewis A., 


Calhoun, Andrew P., 

Clark, Henry H., 

Lyles, William S., 


Adams, H. W., 
Adams, J. G., 
Adams, J. H., 
Adams, Joel, 

Bo kl·n A H y ' . .,
Boykin, John A., 
Brooks, W. H. W., 
Campbell, John B., 
Campbell, Robert L., 

1830--31. 

SOPHOl\IORE. 


Perry, l\Iadison T., 

Thompson, Charles. 


JUNIOR. 


l\Iontgomery, Alexander, 

Stith, Samuel S., 

Taylor, Washington, 
Waul, Thomas N. 

SENIOR. 

Porcher, William l\I., 
Scott, Benjamin F. 

1831-32. 

SOPHOl\IORE. 
Wheeler, James. 

JUNIOR, 


Sandefur, Calvin P., 

Simkins, John C., 

Starke, Thomas J., 

Thompson, Henry T. 


SENIOR, 


Nott, Rufus A., 

Por~her, Edward. 


1832-33. 

JUNIOR: 

Couturier, Elias F., 

Cunningham, J. I'aris, 

Clarke, Ephraim l\I., 

Hailes, George, 


. Ilu
0
"'er, Pinckney S., 


Johnson, David, 

Muldrow, G. C., 

Nott, Adolphus G., 

Powe, Arasmus H., S 


~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Roach, Govan, 
Roper, William, 

Gibson, J. S., 
Gray, Henry, 
l\fcCartley, Owen F., 
l\fcWillie, Abram A., 

Adams, Jo~n II., 

Pratt, William F., 
Scott, James R., 

Barnwell, Robert Gibbcs, 
Cohen, David L., 

Anderson, Edward H., 
Butler, Thomas P., 
Doby, Joseph W., 
Fair, l\Ii~ton H., 

Harrison, Richard. 

Dawson, Theodore, 

Chambers, Edward M., 
!lames, Benjamin, 
Johnson, Cheves, 

Allen, George, 
Coleman, William S., 
Cuttino, D, W., 
Edmonston, P. :M., 

APPENDIX. 

Rowe, Henry J. 

SENIOR. 

l\Iassey, J. B., 
l\Iixon, Benjamin B., 
Pearce, John l\I., 
Rice, Samuel F. 

1833-34. 

SENIOR. 


Johnson, Daniel. 


1835-36. 


FRESHMAN. 


Stoney, John J. 


SOPHOl\IORE. 

l\Ioorer, -, 
Strobhart, George R 

JUNIOR. 

Hunter, James L., 
Kirk, Rollin II., 
McGeehee, W. S., 
Sparks, Charles A. 

SENIOR. 

1836-37. 

FRESHMAN. 

Pegues,-, 

SOPHOMORE. 

Perry, James, 
Moorer, A. E., 
Trezevant, George W. 

JUNIOR. 

Pearson, John II., 
Percival, Theodore W., 
Polk, George W. 

~·-------~-~~~~~~-.,-,.,-,.~~ 
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SENIOR. 

Dorrill, Augustus, l\liles, James W., 

English, Franklin,· Perry, Josiah B., 

Gant, James L., Red, David J., 

Hunt, Washington, Rosborough, Robert II., 

Johnson, Paul, Woodbridge, Samuel l\I. 

Johnson, John "\V., 

1837-38. 

FRESHMAN, 


Adams, Joel, Hart, James A., 


Cosnahan, Jos. B., Roberts, Law H., 


Gist, Nathaniel, 	 Simons, l\Iaurice. 

SOPHOl\IORE, 

Darby, Charles T., 	 Key, John C. R., 

l\Iayes, Junius A.,
:Fishburne, L. H., 


Gist, Joscph, l'erry, Ralph, 


Ileriot, Edwin, Rugcly, II. R. 

Hope, Robert S., 


. JUNIOR. 

Capers, Francis, Randall, Carver, 


Noble, John A., Richardson, Owen. 


SENIOR. 

Hutchinson, W. B., Simons, Lewis E., 


l\Icl\fahan, John J., 


1838-39. 


FRESIIl\IAN. 

I<'ickling, W. B., Ayer, L. 1\1., 

l\Iurphy, James l\I.
Bentham, Charles, 


Ferguson, Henry F., 

S O P H O l\I ORE. 


l\Ieans, Thomas C.,
Belton, William Henry, 

l\Iyers, Robert C.,
Gibbes, Edward A., 

Smith, William, 
Graham, Wesley, 

Thompson, W. R,
Jrnkins, R. E., 
Whaley, Thomas B.Larroche, R. J., 


Lining, Charles, 

JUNIOR. 


Henry, Elias. 
:Fitch, Joseph W., 
(J) 

~"l,~~~~~~~~w~~~~~w~~~~,,·~~,~~~~ 
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Bird, Thomas B., 
Brooks, Preston S.,. 

Black, William. 

Campbell, Robert, 
Bailey, Ralph, 
Hayne, Henry S., 
Jermain, Edward, 

Gregg, Oliver S., 
Kennedy, James C., 
Roberts, William H., 

Crane, Joseph S., 

Fuller, Robert, 
Henry, S. G., 
Lawton, T. G., 

Boone,--, 
Boykin, James, 
Cuthbert, J. H., 
Felder, Adam, 

Blocher, B. W., 

Pride, Halcot Jones, 
Salley, Alexander S., 

Brown, Robert, 
Black, Thomas, 
Cannon, William D.; 

SENIOR. 

Coleman, John, 
Magrath, Edward. 

1839-40. 

FRESHMAN. 

SOPHOMORE. 


Portious, John F., 

Rodgers, Henry S., 

Stoney, James. 


JUNIOR. 

Whaley, Benjamin S., 
Wilson, Radcliff. 

SENIOR. 


Cripps, John S. 


1840-41. 
FRESHMAN. 

Laroche, Richard, 
Merant, --. 

S O P II O l\I O RE. 

*Harrison, Samuel Earle, 

Johnson, F. C., 

Prioleau, Samuel. 


JUNIOR. 

Laroche, Edward D. 

SENIOR. 


Swinton, James C. 


1841-42. 

FRESHMAN. 

Martin, A. P., 
Maybin, Benjamin R., 
White, C. J. 

l§t,"~~~~~~~~~--~~-~~~~-·-~~ 
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Blackburn, P. W., 

Debarclelaben, F. W., 

Ford, W., 

Logan, John II., 

l\IcConncl, T. R., 


Bythewood, D. II., 

Clarke, R. B., 
Earle, Edward IL, 

· Earle, F. IL, · 
Ervin, J. W., 
Haile, T. E., 

Dunovant, R. J. M., 

Hay, William A., 

Lang, Duncan, 

lHcCaa, B. B., 


Barnett, Augustus, 
Cash, Boggan, 
Cantey, John, 

Aiken, II. R., 
Crawford, James, 
Dyson, John S., 

Bishop, R. H., 
Goodwyn, T. L., 
Hunter, W. L., 

Bryce, John T., 
Gregorie, William D., 
Roberts, l\Iilton G., 

Caldwell, Luther l\I., 
Herbemont, Alexander, 

SOPHOMORE. 


Peeples, G. D., 

Prioleau, T. G., 

Ramsay, John, 
Workman, William, 


JUNIOR• 


. Kilgore, J. L., 

Stokes, H. T., 
,veston, lH.,,vorkman, T .•T., 
Young, George. 

SENIOR. 

lHcWillie, Adam, 
Starke, James P., 
Tobin, J. E., 
Warley, J. C. 

1842-43. 

SOP II OMO RE. 

Means, David C., 
Tilman, John B., 
Waller, Elisha J. 

JUNIOR. 


Frierson, R. l\I., 

Jones, Thomas, 

Vance, J. K. 


SENIOR. 


Lang, Thomas, 

Wilson, J. L. 


1843-44. 

FRESHMAN. 

Tucker, John II., 
Willingham, Thomas H. 

SOPHOMORE. 

Sill, Edward, 
Steele, Edward C. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~-,-------~ 
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Adams, David, 

Adison, J. II., 

Belser, L. II., 

Dubose, E., 

Eichelberger, John B., 

Johnson, Robert, 


Green, Frederick L., 

Ravenel, Thomas, 


Gillam, Louis 111., 

Shoobbred, Augustus, 


Bailey, Goddard, 

Broyles, C. E., 

Ravenel, Rene, 


*Brooks, Whitefield B., 

Posey, Benjamin L. 

Foreman, William C., 
Michel, John A., 
Parker, Theodore, 
Seabrook, Edward 111., 

Bethea, Jesse T., 
Green, John T., 
Hooper, Thomas C., 
O'Bannon, James T.,. 

JUNIOR. 

Keith, E. M., 
Maxwell, Robert, 
Shannon, Charles J., 
Stark, John W., 
Williamson, W. L. 

SENIOR. 

Sullivan, D., 
Simmons, Robert II. 

1844-45. 

SOPHOMORE. 

Walker, II. 

JUNIOR. 

Scott, B. R., 
Thomas, Silas P. 

SENIOR. 

Griffin, Stanmore. 

1845-46. 

FRESHMAN. 

S OP II O l\I O RE. 

Scott, John R., 
Trezevant, D. II., 
Turnbull, Robert J. 

JUNIOR. 

Porcher, Richard S., 
Smith, Thomas C., 
Sistrunk, John, 
Smith; P. 

SENIOR. 

Campbell, W. H., Sparks, Alexander D. 

\ Laurens, Richard C., 
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Ewart, David E., 
Feaster, John P., 
Geiger, William, 
Lipscomb, James W., 

Eichleberger, A. L., 
Haile, Calhoun, 

Avery, John W., 
Butler Perry, 
Cuthbert, Edward B., 
Daniel, T. L., 
Elmore, Edward E., 
Hopkins, John D., 

Anderson, C. L., 

Brown, T. B., 

Donnelson, E. B. 

Dunlap, F. C., 

Goin, H. W., 


Bailey, Benjamin, 

Belser, E. J., 

Heward, Joseph, 

Hopkins, J., 


Barnwell, John S., 

Cheves, Charles, P., 

Green, Benjamin H. 

Haig, Henry 1\1., 

Jones, Thomas, 


· Johnson, T. II. 

~ 


1846-47. 

FRESHMAN. 


Seabrook, W. E., 

Seabrook, W., 

Williamson, Lucius. 


SOP II 01\IORE. 


Lang, EJward B., 

Legare, Thomas M. 


JUNl OR. 


Kennedy, William G., 

Kirk, l\I. J., 

Leland, Charlton H., 

Logan, William W., 

Means, Robert. 


SENIOR. 


Middleton, Henry. 


1847-48. 

FRESHMAN. 


Otterson, William l\I., 

Starr, R. C., 

Wade, T. II. 


SOPHOMORE. 

Johnston, R. E., 
Patterson, Giles J., 
Sanford, l\I. J., 
Waddell, George II. 

JUNIOR. 


Lowndes, William, 

Mickle, Belton, 

Nott, J.B., 

Screven, B. S., 

Waties, Henry W. 


SENIOR. 

~ 



1848-49. 

FR ES II l\I AN. 

Seabrook, W. H. 

Blackburn, J. n., 

Woodward, Thomas, 


Brown, Sims E., 

Bruce, Thomas, 

Connor, L. D., 

Gourdin, P. G., 

Haile, William, 


Fuller, William, 

l\Iickell, J. J., 


Allen, J. D., 

Black, Austin, 

Fitzsimmons, Gaillard, 

Hobdy, J. JU., 


Allston, E. F., 
Berne, Jesse, 
Butler, E. G. W., 
Brevard, Edward, 
Campbell, J. 0. G., 
Bruce, Richard, 
Davis, E. l\I., 
Easterling, II. R., 
Freeman, W. C., 
Hardy, J. G., 

Starke, Reuben U. 

Frierson, J. J ., 

S O P II O l\I O RE. 

Zimmerman, \V. E. 

JUNIOR. 

Johnston, R. C., 
Logan, J. G., 
l\Iiot, A., 
Seabrook, J. C. 

SENIOR. 

Porcher, Julian. 

1849-50. 

S OP II O l\I O RE. 

Jones, Joseph, 
King, S. J., 
l\IcCall, W. E., 
Parker, II. )I. 

JUNIOR. 

Heyward, W., 
James, G. S., 
Johnston, W. C., 
Jones, C. C., 
Logan, Samuel, 
Nelson, \Varren, 
Nesbitt, L. C., 
Rodgers, J. J., 
Steele, 0. D., 
Witherspoon, W. L. 

SENIOR. 

1850-51. 


FRESHMAN, 


Riley, J. G. 


m~~~~~~~~~....,,..,...,.~---~~~~~ 
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Alston, T. P., 
Atkinson, E. l\I., 
Barnwell, Edward, 
Bookter, T. C., 

Calhoun, J. F., 
Clarkson, T. B., 
Clifton, W. C., 
Coit, J.C., 

Bradford, W. l\I., 
Laurens, Henry, 

Ferguson, R. C., 

Anderson, J. II., 
Baker, J. A., 
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Freeman, ·w. C., 
James, G. S., 

Alston, J. R. S., 
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Rives, R. II., 

Anderson, Joel W., 
Bailey, E. L., 
Barnwell, R. IL, 
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Broome, J. Dozier, 
Burgess, S. N., 
Cain, W. II., 
Caldwell, A. L., 
Chapman, J. L., 
Clarke, P. S., 
Cole, D. D.R., 
Dozier, J. A., 
Farrow, T: Stobo, 
Fort, G. II., 
Fort, J.C., 

Adams, Robert, 

•SOPII OMO RE. 

Mayrant, C. W., 
l\IcLemore, l\I. C. 

JUNIOR. 

Parker, H. l\I. 

SENIOR. 

Johnstone, W. C., 
l\Ioore, J. S., 
Sanders, A., 
Stuart l\I. 

1851-52. 

FRESHl\IAN. 


Seibels, IL J., 

Smith, IL J., 

Stuart, J. R. 

SOPHOMORE. 

Fripp, W. E., 
Graham, J. "\V., 
Inglis, W. C., 
Kinard, J. l\I., 
Levy, J.C., 
Lipscvmb1 T. J., 
l\IcConnell, W. R., 
l\IcKelvy, J. R., 
Philpott, Peyton A., 
Stoney, T. P., 
Turnbull, A. G., 
Walsh, J. T., 
Yongue, A. L., 
Youngblood, E. IL 

JUNIOR. 

Boyd, R. W., 
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DeSaussure, D. B., 
Dozier, A. J., 
Dunlop, J.E., 
Eichelberger, P. A., 
Fitzsimmons, Paul, 
Gaillard, J. G., 
Gary, 1\1. W., 
Gmttu, T. H., 
Hance, J., W., 
Herbert, T. G., 
Holstein, l\I. N., 
Kinder, E., 
Lang, Theodore, 
Loche, P. P., 
Lowndes, James, 
l\IcLcmore, l\I. C., 
l\IcLure, E. C., 

l\Iarshall, 0. Hawes, 

Barton, D. W., 
Herbert, P. W., 

Cromwell, B. l\I., 
Culclasure, N. W., 
Cuthbert, T. L., 
Hallum, B. A., 

Freeman, William, 

l\Ieans, R. W., 
Mordecai, D. II., 
Napier, J. A., 
Nowell, E.W., 
Oliver, T. P., 
Palmer, J, R. D., 
Porcher, J. D., 
Ramsay, W. A., 

· Rhett, Edmund, 
Riley, J. G., 
Steedman, J. B., 
Stephens, II. R., 
Strong, J, S., 
Timmons, J. l\I., 
Willingham, R. J.1 

Woodward, T. W., · 
Young, B. F. 

SENIOR. 

Zimmerman, W. E. 

1852-53. 

FRESIDIAN. 

Powe, J. II., 
Prentiss, C. 

S O P II O l\I O R E. 

Hawkins, W. II., 
Scaife, R. IL, 
W annakcr, Anderson. 

JUNIOR. 


O'Neall, C. 
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