
CASE RECORD. 
IIAIMEDY - ---~ VQLlJllE· JC!::-Pag•if:2019...--2279 I ncl. , -

--Case No. J,.c..-_,l:,_Y.:____ Pro,e,utor......LT COL BURTON F ELLIS 

:tora~hlrt Military Court. ,Defence, Counsel ..@.L WILLIS ll ivmm Ja 

Place .....JM.Qtl~!h...Q~ANY Interpret~ ___________ 

Date ....0.~ .. b.our.o...<!....,l\/.N.E...
26l?embe}~ c!1o0u~f/' JUUE -

... 9 46... n""cl,Repartcr ...149 6 1

ACcused VALmTIN BERSIN, Fl' /IL 

Addreu.-,-,--------- Sex _____ Ago _.____ 

First C arge Socon C arge 

Nat Guilty 



RECORD ~ TESTIMONY 

in trial of 

THE 1JIIITED ST.ATES VERSUS VAI.ElffIB BERSIN. ET AL 

By 

GENERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT CQURT 

tried at 

DACl!.l.tl. OEBMAIIY BEGINlllBO !!i MA'Ll)MJi. 

VOLUME X - PAGES 2019 - 2279, INCL, 

24 JtJllE 1946 - 0830 hours TO 26 JUllE 1946 - 1200 hour , 

mE S T: I M ON Y 

~: Direct Qr.9.§.! Redirect Reoroas ~ 

PEIPER I JOACHIM . 2019 2022 2032 
2041 2042 

»IRBSCUIH; DlliZ 2046 2060 2068 2060 

LEHMANN, RUDOLF 2060 · 2062 

lruOBHEIM, Dr. ROLF 2064 2069 2092 2093 2097 

KROPP I W'ALTER 2099 2090 

O'r'rO, ERBST 2091 2089 2102 

v x1mmRKAH I ERHARD 2103 2107 2110 2110 

GOLTZ, HlCIDZ / 2112 2118 

CHRIS'!' I _J'RIEnRIOH 2123 2137 2169 2169 2169 

,/ MA.tJRD., OS~ 2160 2164 2170 2171 2171 

j VOLLSPREOHT, BORST 2176 

_....--;--.. mnn:c~. RABS 2179 2188 2207 2209 

LJ:IBD , LlllL BEIBZ 22i1 2213 

ZITZELSDERGER, JOSJ:i' 2214 2216 a210 

BACK.:, WJ:RIWt 2219 2221 

SOBIIEIDER, KLAIJS 2223 

./TOIIIWUlT, BEl~Z 2226 2239 2262 2263 

http:DACl!.l.tl


• 
TJ!lll UIII TED STATES veraµa VALENTIN :BIRSIN X.T AL 

EXHIBITS 

Number Description 'Marked .Offered 

D-3 STIPULATION relative Heint: Tomhardt 2235 2235 



• 
,CAUJ DACHAU, CER!,!ANY 

24 J1.m.e 1948 

liORN mG S&S8 ION 

(ilhereupon tho Court reoonvo~ed at 0830 hours.) 

PRESIDENT1 Tako outs. The Court will o om, to ordor. 

PR0SECUTI0N1 If tho court please, lot the record show tlnt 

all ~mbore of the Court, all mambora of the Proaeoution, with tho 

oxoa.ption of Lt. 0 0 1. Crawford •nd Mr. Elowitz, ,rho aro absent on 

businoeo of the Proae0ution, and Capt. Byrne, .who hae been exouoed 

~y verbal orders of t.½.e Coramandlng Goneral, all. Zl'l9mbora of the Do­

fonae, with tho axoeption of Or. Lei il!ng and Dr• Rau , l'lho are ab­

a&nt on businosa of tho Dafeneo, all of the Dofondmta and the Re­

porter, are present. 

IEF~NSE COUNS8L1 The Defonas recalls tho aooueed, former ..... · 

Col. Joachim PEIPER. 

JOACHIM W.lPER, ONE OF the a.oouaed, rooa.lled a~ a wi'tnoss 

in his Ol'l1l behalf, . reaumod the atand and tostiriod further through 

an interpreter as ~illow111 

CROSS EXAMJIIATIOII 

QUESTIONS BY PROSEJCOTIOIJ1 

Q Ir I reoe.11 'l1t:J poin~ of vie,r1 on orou examinatfon Y0u 

stated tne. t you have boen held at Ober Urael 1n American ouetodyJ 

1a that right? 

A Yea. 

Q Do you !,eoall betw,an wht da tea you wars held there? 

A .I~, remehsd there &om thG middle or Septxnnber 19441 until 

tha first part or November 1944. 1945, 

1.1 You ~re interrosnted while you ~re th°:0 1 1'9ren~t .Y?ut 

A I we.an 1t inte~rogated but I 11ea queetionod about isGvoral 

pOints ono·e~ or 'twial!t W1~: or.":1 omlvara1,1on, 

Q~ Do•you mo; \ d~o ·~ ..u ~~e qu:ation; d by't. 



' 
Q Do you know who you were queetionod by? 

A At one time it .,,o.s a man from th9 Viar Rietorioal Department 

and at tha othsr tim it was a young m.o.n "ihose name I don't know m d 

- who was not ,.,earing my insignia or renk. 

Q \'bra you evar int.,rrogat:,d by a Ca.p ·tain'! 

A Yes. 

Q Vihat wore you interrogated about? 

A Ir I remember oorreotly. tho objoot or this interrogation 

was the raoord or ths interrogation I had y,ritl:ien in Froising. 

Q Now on cross sxaminntion on Saturdf\y you stated you were 

oocused at Ober Ursel of mistreating Col. 1-'.oConi. Did you mistreat 

Col. l'i:1Covt1 at any ti.rrel 

A I don't remember -belstifying to that on Saturday /1Ild. bY tbs 

way, I never did m:istroat him. 

Q Did you mke any statements dur:1ne; this interrogation in 

Ober Urso l a.bout your cixperienoea with Col. N.oCov.n while he -r.e.s hold 

as your prisoner? 

A I did not mab any stntemonts but I talked to the rran oon-

duoting, the interrogation about oxperienoea that 1 had with Amer ict.n 

prisonors, inoludini; Mijor MoCo'tll• 

Q , \'ere theaa ate. terrcn ts that you mada true? 

A Yes. 

Q You ara pretty suro that evorything you said with roapeot to 

!.!oColCl 'W88 tru, ·t 

A 1 told the gantlne.n, in th6 ooursa or the interrogation, 

or rather, in oourse of tho oonvorsation, that 1 did no1? ~w the ' 
inttintion or saying anything which would '.do any harm to Vajor l!oC01111 

sinoa my mer,ting with Qjor M0Co1'11 at that ti.m, had ooourrc,d on a 

wry human haais BD.d our ocnvcrsationa, too, v.-ere held in a manner ?Jhioh. 

oe.!1 ~e ~ -d~rstood .only rrom the dii'fioulty (! f the, taotioal situation 

·th;Ji•.••. ·· ···. ~: 



•• 
• 

• 
Q Peiper, I askod you the question whothEI" you w,re protty 

sure all_tne atatemonts you rr.s.de about lloCovm wera truo? Aro you 

pretty sure that thoy -,/Ji-a true't I think you can ansl\Gr that yos 

or no, with?ut a long di soourse • 

A No. 

Q Evoryth1ng you said "a not truo1 

A No. 

Q \\hat did you say about JloCom that wasn't trLB'l 

. A I don't romembor many data ils in that oonnootion any more• 

Q 'l',hy did you ne.ke any statements that ?.Gre untrue about 

J.'oCov.nt 

A For the reasons already mi,ntioned. 

Q Will you repeat thoeo reasons? 

A Tho gentleman talking 1:xl me wanted to know every detail ot 

every convcirsation I had had with lloCo\1,11• Upon that I told him that 

I did not fool lin: 'b!lling him that for if ha did not have suffioiont 

tact and otill v,anU,d to tall: to no about 'those aubjl!ots and I ,rould 

foal oonpelled--I would !'eel it my duty 1xl koop an old comrade in 

the blood from being snooped o.round like this. 

Q Thon you v.auld not have made any stataMnts about C01 • 

MoCov.n thnt would hurt him, would you? 

A No. 

Q As I raoall, on direct you teatified, I _believe it was at 

La Glei i ~ , a Belgian civilian clubbed one or your wounded to doath. 

Is that oorreott 

A I said in La CleiJ:e a Belgian civilian hit one or my ITl!tn 

over the head with -an axe, orying Vive 111 France. In Cheneux, that .... YI-bather the tmn died· or not I don't -kn~w• 
Q l'.hat happened to the oivilian? 

A He 111!18 shot on 1he spot. 

, Q Didn'.f you gi,ve him a triall 
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• 
A No, tho.t happened in combat, ..,,hilo the Armrioana W!lre at-

taoking. 

PR0SECUTION1 I.r ' th& Court pleaH, the Proaeoution di,­

airGs at this time to not further oroes examine Col. Peiper, but 

would like to reserve tho r~ht to roooll him for i'urther oroes 00 

oxamination o.t a lator dato. 

LAW tSlmER1 No objection? 

lE~SR COUNSEL, !l.ay it ploo.eo the court, I don't think that 

• 
tho Prosooution has tho right to recall an aoouaed. It 1a oontomplat­

ed ttlli t Col. Peiper will be recalled to tho atand • 

LAW 1EM33Rt Yidl, suppoao we leavo it t his -.yi Ir any

• apeoio_l oiroumsto.noe dovalopo whereby it is noooaaary to rooo.11 00 1. 

Poiper, the Court will do so on behalf or tho Prosecution. 

I£FEHSE COU1lSEL1 Yao, Ot ho rwiao I do not l'All1t to oommit-­

mako a commitment at this timt. 

PRESIDEllT1 Any qusations furthorY 

D:!:FENSE COUNSEL1 Yes, I be liove Dr. Loor. 

•• 
REDmECT EXAt!lNATION 

~Ui:STIONS BY IEFENSE ~OllJSEL (:m • Leer) 1 

Q I should like to put a iootion bet'bre 'tho Court at i'irat, 

and that is, I would like to move thlt tho question and anaTiOr oon­

oerning gaeaing exporinnta be airioken trot\ the record. 'l'hia quee­

tion haa nothing to do with tho ohnrgo1. 

PROSECUTION1 Ii' tho oourt ploaae, on direct o.mmination 

Col. Peiper teetii'ied that he "'•a • military, adjutant of Himmler' a 

and I bslievo that in going 1.nto hia military career, which he t01-

tii'ied to at aofl9 length, "° oan oover everything that he did aa the 

adjutant of Himmler. Th, Den.nae, by opening up the aubjoot of paat 

h~etory o.f :his aooueed, opened up the Jr& tter of ~asoinga 1he~olvea. 
1 

The i:_rCui~o~i~_be Ii.ove r this ·ia p,ri': otly. pr~per ,oroea eD?:lination : . 

(Peipet; -r:direOt) 



•• 

•• 

• 
m. LEER.1 It is oorreotthat tho aoouaed wao aoked about 

mis military oe.reer, but the qwstion as to 1'1hQt hio dutiea wore aa 

personal ad,1utant for ton montha have nothing material to do ,.,ith his mili­

to.ry oaroer. Since tho Dofenae 1'/0Uld hava to prove that it was not a 

matter within hie dutybut rather an aooidental happening. But to do 

thin the Dei'enae io in no position in this trial. For tht.t rot.son I 

ronew my rrotion and aek tho Court '00 strike this ll'Bttor from the 

record • 

. FRUSECUTION1 Ii' the Court please, tho Derenae opened this 

oubjoot up and I don't believe that by any stretch of the in'agination 

the Prosaoution is limitad <inly to tho good things of this aoouaed'a 

military oaroer. \'/hen they open it up, thoy open up the entire field, 

both tile good nnd the bad. 

ten:NSE CX>UNSEL (m. Leer)1 I -.s--I do not intend to die­

oriminnte be't-M,en go~d and bad inoidents, but rather botmon military 

and nomn.ilita~y 'ones. 

,J PROSEClJrIO?rz It is roost lmfortunate that you oponod it up, 

perhaps, for your aoouaod, but I think you 11.re going to, as a matter 

or law, stand on what you havo done, not on what you hoped to do • 

~FENSE COUNSEL (Dr. Laer)1 Ia that dirOoted to tho ao­

oused or to tho Defense Counsel? I didn't 1.mderstand. 

~ PROSECUTION1 I will d:5;r'eot it to you, if you ,._ould like to 

have it that 118,y. Limit it to you. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL(Dr • Leer), In thct oe.ae I 11<>uld like to know 

ju.at 'llhat ha.rm ooUld be done to any . lawyei- tor nl:ing a motion in Oourtl 

LAW !.~l/BER.1 In "tiew of tbs :f'aot that the aoousod ha~ taken 

the etand on hie Ol\11 behalf , &ny n.tters •hioh may even reirotely deal 

with tho oaaa a.y be gone into on orooa enmiD11tion. The motion will 

be deniad. The Court, of course, '!'ill place whatever value it deems 

r:1.t .o~ , ~~~ .~!i~enoe :aa b~ought out• . 

(Peiper - ·redirect)• 



•• • 
QlliSTIONS BY DSFENSE COUNSEL (Dr• Leor )1 

Q 1'.ho asked you ~ prepare a ao-011llod derenao statonent'T 

A That MLs Capt. Fanton, who first interrogated me in Freio-

:ing, then showed ne tho interrogation rsoord at Ober Urs&l and tMn 

finally 1n SohY4biaoh Hall and read it W n. 

Q Did you ke"p a hnnd,•ritton oopy of 1hia defona11 statement? 

A Not a handN"ittsn one. 

Q A typed one? 

A Yea • • 

Q Did you make MotMr typel'i%'1tton statc11oont besides thhi ono'l 

A No. 

Q Would you ooin~in this anal'l'!tr of yours, this "no", if I 

told you that other witneB&sd made statement.a or their om aftor bo­

in& ooni'ronbd with a t)'psd atatsrrant by you t:earing your signature? 

A No. ~ anew,r remains the aaua • 

Q This book about Ghingia JQian .,.Go meintionod repeatodly. In 

what manner did you oona into oontaot llith trot bool-f 

•• 
A All S8 officers who had to go · th~ough any military aoadamiee 

.""'re, duriig 193_7, torood to "fS'ite a taotioa.1--wsre roroed to .,..ite a. 

theaio or a. ia.otioa.l natur.o and a. nature oonoerninc military history• 

Jnd 1n thnt Oonnaotion we a.leo reoebed an ordar during 1937 UI .,..1te 

o. thsm.e on the aubjeot, the Signifioanoe or the Ya.ua.h for the !lon­

golian Etll)iro • and aouroeo for thia a number of books . w,re given, 

including t,,,o boob by Pra.wdhl:, Wlioh, ho•ver, the Proeooution ha1 

o_nly m one volum, I think. 

~ You have mentioned the natre Ghengia Khan· in your orooe 

examination 1n ;that oonneotion and you said you were not a Qliengia 

JQum. l'rhat oonveraa.tion o•used you to do that! 

J. l'lhon I r1rat tal.ked to liAjor UoOo-.i I ea.id, laughingly, 

11You ·are ~ea~ly aurrering. froru a. a_troke•or ba.d iuo~ by rall~g • :Into 

tM . handa o/ ua· bloodhotm.da bore." Upon that he· himself laughe~ .. .(' 

e.nd Hid, "T~t !" propaganda. I know very':w'811 that thell8 are th~ 
I " fl • 

beat toopa in the 110ri d, in your poaitiOn w:,uld 

http:bloodhotm.da
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V t 

have surrendered a long t:lrno ago•" And in that connection v.o oe.m 

1xl talk about propaganda in genera; and tho reputiition or tho SB 

'fthioh -,,,,,a created in such o. n.nner. 

Q Did you ever point to the troo state of f'aota prior to 

a :lgning or bo ing &l'IOrn in those, any of those atate rr.entat 

\ A ' Yee. Tho only thing tla t happened during the Ardennu or­

fonoive and which I knew l\9.8 not proper ,-.'tla the complex or inoidonta 

at ttlo orosa roads noar Ualtnedy about vhioh, howover, I neither knew , 

nor bat:IJtvi,d that my combat group was participating 1n that. That 

:Incident at the or01111 roads I therefors n8ver doniad in any manner • 

Ho,.,over, I v,a,e only able to maintain that at tho tirre in v.hioh I wa,a 

at tM cross roads nothing extraordinary had yot happened. All 

other incidents brought out here and thl t include aoD'O or tlo orou­

roada do"? to the tims of our break I stated to be !'reoly invmted. 

Q Did you put through an order to have. an investigation ma.do 

oonoernini; tho incident at ths oroee roads, and 'fthat suoceas did that 

inveatis,ation produce? 

A Upon returning to the Division c.P. on the 26th of Deoem-

ber I reoe ived an order to determine tthethor any l!J!n or 'f!r'/ rogitronte , 

y,erc, 1nvol-vod in this inoidont at the crcas roada1at that tilm I 

promptly ordered tho oommandom of rrry tv.o battalions, that is, Najcr 

Pootaohko and Lt • . Col. von \'ieetorhagon, to institute auch investi­

gations. And I also gave similar 1natruotiona to Capt. Diehnthal 

although at that ti:n, ho, ne ho longer under my oomnn.nd • .Arter two 

·or three days I then received reports rrom my two battalions, to 

tho .. affect that none or their men had participated in the incident 

at tM orosa roads. On,:, or tffl> days lat,,r tho aaJID report oat:10 from 

Diaf&nthal. As to th~ inw~tigation conducted by P0 etsohb, I_ must 

say ,that · at the · time on1y one of the tour company commanders of hi.a 

batta~i~ •re ·s~il: nro~\i • • .?~et~~tlk~ ,~ s .. ~v"e~ ,oi r ; ~o- -~. ~~~ba1: 

group in tha araa of .{'aatogne at th!J i.1~ . and, .ria tOp or that, <>th~ . 

tho,n commencing American oountor: otfinain did not leave u~ ~any ·-t.ima 

http:oomnn.nd


• 
did ·not leavo ua muoh time to oonoern oursalves with thnt !Il\tter. 

I considered the . obviously falee, erroneous reports or rrry command­

ing offioors as· 'surr_io ient. 

J.R. ·s~ON?, I think it should rnean the n;egative reports 

of my ooll'..rr.anders • 

IlfTi:lRPRETER: Strike out this aney~r, "The obviously nega­

tive roporte 11 inetoad or 0erroneo1:1s reports". Upon that I also me.de 

a negative report to my division. Condition.a at that tirro then 

shaped up in such a manner that one forgot the whole ino_ident very 

rapidly. and, as I said before, ~ re_mained oonvinoed, until Tll'j in­

tarrogation at Soh,.e.ibiaoh Hall, tm t nobody in my rogin:snt was 

_involved, ~ 

http:ooll'..rr
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Q Vfer o you oVer confronted by tho interrogation 

officers _that you 'l'tcro not invol ved in the Cro:rnroad~ incident? 

A Yeo . 

Q At what occasion? 

A I was told by b t Li.eutenant Perl on JJarch 21st, 

at which time he told me that I r eally ;rasn I t tho bad man 

tho.t I was assu:i.ed to bo at t he _bE!ginninc but that they in­

tended to go r.ru.ch higher now o.nd tho time had nm, come to 

incriminate my superior General Dietrich. Upon being confronted 

· on the sorno do.y with the teotimony of OenerAl. Dietrich, I, of 

cours e , had no way of lmowing that this teoti.mony did not 

actually exiot and that Gonol'Ol Dietrich did not arrive in 

Scln1aebi~ch Hall until the day after . 

Q Are you trying to say_by this that n statement 

of General Dietrich was put before you? .. A The decisive part of this testimony vras read to 

• 
mo, that is , whore General Die trich said in hie Army Order 

that fighting v1ao to be done with brutality and terror and that 

no hwnane inhibitions were to bo shmm. Tho first statement 

to that et.feet was made by Gonoral Dietrfoh only a day after 

that, after my testimony was put be.fore him, \Yhich I in turn 

had made , based upon his testimony tho day before , The oOJOO 

happened wi th my adjutant who ,,as confronted with my defense 

statement sovoz:al days prior to rrry f irot interrogation and 

who was tol d at the time, 11 Your co~ndinc officer hao · 

con.fessed .eV':'~~11 B.nd he w.W tol d several pro:per d~tails 

·an~· ,he ~hen· mado_ a statement along that line , v1hich in turn 

. , ; l1a~,. put before mo ~r:i l!arch 23rd • •. • 

Q xrer; th~ men s,£ }bircl:,ck under you, that b , from 
~ . 
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the action Greif? 

A llo, 

Q Did you have any opportunity to observe that 

violations of the Geneva Convention were perpetrated by 

Hardick or his men? 

A Uo, I didnlt come in contact v;ith this whole 

bunch. 

Q The question was opened up on cross examination 

at what time a senior officer would have power of comiiiand 

over a younger officer td.th higher rank . In what cases :Ls 

that possible? 

A That is a difficult question since we had a 

particular system of effi9iency in our outfit. Seniority 

would therefore not always play an important part. For 

example, in Lanzerath an Airborne .rer;iment commanded by a 

colonel was put under me. a~ a 'time which I myself was a 

Lieutenant Colonel still. Furthermore, it is al·«aya like 

this: that any officer has the duty t,o talce action and 

inform a higher ranking officer of anything lThich violates 

the laws or ltar. 

Q In cross exandnntion we r.ere reminded or your 

conversation with Ur. Paul. V01ich of your statements are 

based upon this cOnveraation? 

A In general I miaht say that m.r.,,hole testimony 
I 

is base'! on that. However, I must s_ay that t~e gist or the 

conver~ations ,nth Ur. Paul and with lat Lieutenant Perl 

was so uniform that that could not bo an accident and that I 

· ~herefore had to get the definite impression t'i1at these were 
o • ·,. I 

to be guiding lines tor rrr,r conversation, regardless or guilt, .. 



or innocence. 

Q Did you have the experience to find that 

prisoners of war wore expecting to be killed by the 

Ylai'fen SS? 

A Could I ask you whether YOl;l mean this to 

compare the west or eatit or in general? 

Q \'/eat? 

A I ·round that most of the prisoners of war that 

I talked to believed that they would be shot and that at 

the time which they had not even had a.n opporJ nity to see 

that we were from tho W~ffen SS which is probably based 

mainly on the radio propaganda which vre were forced to hear 

al.most every day before the invasion and which invented the 

same thingS about us as the famous Northcliffe Press during 

the first World War. 

Q Did tho appearance of American prisoners of war 

agree l'dth the picture that your men had of them or were 

there any divergencios here too? 

A No, in war it is usually like this : One attacks 

one another ;·dth great fury and when ono meets face to face, 

one gene~ally finds that after an, you are not as bad as I 

thought you were, and th0:t fundamentally it really would be 

vory stupid to bash in each other's hea:ls. 

Q You mentioned that tha accused Diefenthal wa.s 

wearing a yellai7 jacket. I -«ill ask you whether any other 

men in your combat unit were wearing yellaw jackets. 

PROSECUTIOH ~ Ir the Court please, vre object to 

that. He has already· tost~i8d, I think, that Tldele , ando 

ono other of.ricer, possibly Diefel'\thal, were wearing yellow 

jackets. This question has been · ~sk'1d artd ;answe.~d on direct 

(Peipi,r: Ilcdict) 



examinat:lon. 

DR. LEER: That is correct, but the answer of 

the witness was not comprehensive and ho was not asked whether 

other accused or other soldiers vrero ;rnarinc yellow jcickets · 

and for a logical procedure the first question as to whether 

anybody was wearing yella.1 jackets should be folla,1ed up by 

the question,· \'fas any ,other man in your combat unit wearing 

• a yella,·, jacket? He was asked who was wearing yellcrn jackets 

• and he named them • 

PllliSIIJENT: The objection is overruled• . 

Tiffi \'aTNESS: Besides those_ two persons 11hom I 

mentioned by namo, at least fifteen other men, or even ,in­

cluding officers were ,rearing yellO\T jackets in that combat 

group. 

QUESTIO!IS BY DEFENSE CJUNSEL (DR, LIER): 

•• 
Q In a very lone direct question put before you by a 

representative of the Prosecu.tion you stated 'Hle . knocked out 

one enemy tank in Engelsdorf • 11 By that, do you mean that your 

men did that or that you personally i:articipated in knockine 

out that thank? You remember that question ·of the Prosecution, . 

do you not? 

A Yea. \Then I say 11 we11 , of course, I mean my combat 

group. 

Q Can you give us a brief description or your duties 

as regimental ·co1Ta11ander durine the Ardennoa Offensive and toll 

us on what particularly you hnd to concentrate your attention 

as regimental . CO? 

.A : During the Ard~nn~S Orr~n~i~·. I ';:as .?ot .only 

(Peiper-Dedireot) 
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regimental CO but also tho commanding officer of a very 

strone armored ~o:nbat command . I had received a very 

important mission nnd was bearing a very severe reaponai­

hility , particularly for the reason that I did not have any 

or hardly any communications Viith higher headquarters rrom 

the first day to the las t. I never received any order but I 

had to invent those on my a;m, and even while breakinc out at 

La OleiZe I did not have the slightest idea whore our own 

lino of resistance would be . For that reason - and I would 

like to omplia~ize this - the prisoner or war r es ponsi bility 

was a particularly oevere one in the course of this mission, 

My tasks them.selves were of a purely tactical. nature and I 

myself considered it my first duty to be present at tho 
I 

point at all times in order to epoed mnttcr.:J up and in 

order to attempt to achiovo oomo ourpri3ea in spite or the 

groat delays or time l'lhich had occurred in tho vacy begin­

nirtC • In that connection it rm.ist also be said that .. . ::, 

it certainly was not my truik to personally car e for prisoners 

or war; All I knew in La Oleizo was that we ha.d a pretty 

large bunch or prisoners and I felt that these represented a 

very great burden tb me but nevertheless I personally 

nei thor visited them myself nor ever had a head cOWlt or 

the made because I ; ras not interested in tho matter at all. 

Dul'i.ne the whole Jtiosion prinoner:5 did not intAreat mo at 

any time . In the meeting of my commanders and officers in 

Bl.ankenheim I expressly told them I was not a bit interested 

in prisoners of war arx:l. that tho only important matter as far 

as we were concerned \Tns to break through fanaticnlly at 

max~ s~.od and that al}Ything which in• the course of our 

break-through woul d remain lying in tho ditches , be it 
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· would later be picked up by the infantry foll.O'i'l'ing us and 

in that connection I will also soy t hat in the course of 

many other armored break-t,hrouaho wo r eally had nothing to 

do wit~ prisoners of war, In other ·i1ords, we were driv:Lne at 

a r;reat speed, fir:l.ng from all barrels. \'fe penetrated the 

soft spots or the enonw lilce an arrow and the infantry which 

follorred collected the prisoners of ,,ar. 

Q One i'urth~r ques tion, When oicning tho interroga-

tion record at Freising on l January 19h5, did you make o.ny 

changes? 

A I al.ready stated on crosa examination yesterday 

that I made this interrogation report af:t,er a very tiring 

and very long interrogation and tha t that was the first time 

when I again mentally was confronted with the incidents. The 

interrogation record was then read through partly in Oberursal. 

and party in Sclmaebiach Ho.ll. Uo new interrogation occur1•ed 

in tlie course of t hio and correctiOns which by that . time I had 

noted dmm and which I cavo to Uajor Fanton were no longer 

taken dm-m for reasons of laclt oi' apace but rather, Uajor 

?'ante~ told me , uwen, you can l1l"ito all that dmm in your 

defense statemont, 11 which wo.~ dono by mo. 

D~. LEER: Thank you. 

DEFEIISE COUllSEL: You may recross. 

llECRCB S EICM!IIIATIO!I 

QllESTIOllS BY l'ROOECUTION1 

Q ioetschke' roached You in L:l.gnueville ~bout 45 

~utes after you arrived there, is that not true? I am 

rof8rring to tho .17th of December 1944. 
:: •" 

A YeS, that is a rouch ostim.a.te. 
0 
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11< #2~()!SR-6/2h-7 Q It is true that Pootsohke· is dead nan? 

A Yes, unfortunately. 

Q It is true nlso that you have so stated in ono 

of your ata·OOments that Pootschke io dead? 

A Yes, I had to state that in 'answer to the var., 

first question. 

•. .. 



•• 

Q Now, you tostified about tho reports you rc,oelved !'rem.. 
your two ba.tta.Hoaa on tho killing of prisoners or \mr at tho 

Crosa-Ronds near Ma.lmody, Did you get any reporta frOU'. tho 3rd 

or 9th Pi oneor CClnpa.ny? 

A Tno 9th Po.n:or Pioneer Company at that timo l'llD located. 

together with tho lat Battalion and V":_8 under the lat Datto.lion, 

Tho invostiga.ti~n or the ht Batta.Hor. included the 9th Po.nier 

Pi?ne~r C~plLny. The 3rd Panzer Pioneer Company was not ask~ by 

me, just like artillery waa not a sked by mo o.nd o.nti-a.lrorai't MD 

not a.ske~ by me, but rQ.thcr it -was roported to Dividon in ,.bat 

uu~ts of my for.:nor oanbe.t command the investigo.tion hwi been D".ade, 

ldth a. roqueet that the unite mentionod wore to be v.orl:ed on by 

Division, dnoe I no longer had tho a.uthority. 

Q Did you consider it a complete report withoUt oonta.oting 

tho octmn9.ndora or these othor unite? 
I 

A I had reoeived the order to determine whether anybody 

frOll'I my regiment had been in th,ero, I di_d determine tho.t, o.nd on 

top of o.11 that I even aflltod tho 3rd Panter Groll!l.dior Pe.ttalion• 

Tho other units ot my oombat group at that ti.mo were o.lreo.dy in 

positions looa.ted so far a.'i'IO-y tho.t for obvioun reasons I oiJn.ply 

could not exert o.ny more influenoe. 

Q Were you presi,nt whon Oruhlo n.e 1nt,srrogc.ted in Soh-.obiach 

Hall? 

A No, 

Q Now do you know llho.t ne told Gruhle? 

A Beoa.uso he told zno. 

Q Now, tho fa.at that you ho.d boen given an important miaaion 

tc;, per:torm, does that relieve you frcn all othor vomma.nd reopohe1-

bilitiee? 

,. j. I, in mY co.reer I u.nt~l now, I have a.l'wa.}'s been known · for ' 
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ob--:! being exoeptiono.lly our.or tn t uko r oopon&lblHt:,. o.nd if I G.m not 

mistaken the quootlon as to how far I run responoible in thh 

ma.tter v.1.11 be oleo.red up by the Cuurt:. 

q Woll, aro you re~ponslblo i'or tho Jl!lJll e t hat wo.o given 

your bo.ttalion on t.'10 Ea.ntorn front o.s the " Blowtorch Iatt!llion" ? 

DEFENSE (DR. LEER) 1 Ulght I lntorpooo o.n objootion here, 

that thlo question be ellmlnatod hore slnoo the aubjoot oonoern ls 

tho A:rdenne Offensive and not th'l Ruosio.n oo.mpa.iin. 

•• 
PROSECUTION: Ii' tho Court plea.ee, this o.ooused ha.a r~ 

forred to hundrtds of oo.mpa.lgna he ho.o bcien in, o.nd I believe this 

ia proi,er oroso examioation. 

PRESIUENT1 'the objootlon 1a ,susto.inod. 

QUESTI011S DY PROSECUTION, 

Q Now, you teetlfied on rodlreot tho.t you had no intorest 

• 

in PW1 o. h tha.t oorreot? 

A Yee. 

Q NOW', ln laGlelu you ho.d thdll onrry a.'l!munition trcr.n on·o 

tc.Ck to o.nother, didn't you? 

• A I round out a.bout thla in Court hero 1'or the firet time • 

I r-.e.mber oorreo-;ly our shortage oi' Ml!II.Unition was so e;reo.t, in 

laGlelce, in my opinion there we.a Very little e.m:nunition a.round to 

be oo.rried. 

~ Did you hear the e~o.tment I rea.a to Col. llo~own h8re in 

oourt a.bout oa.rrying a.munition .... Amerloa.n priaonere of wa.r ear1·y· 

ing arnmunition, 11.no you heara th11.t he se.ia it mu oorreot, didn 1t 

you? 

A Yes, I hoa.ra that, 

Q A.1111 .YOU hen.rd me reo.a from his statsment tha.t he proteeted 

to you, ,hore in Court, didri 1t :,ou.T 

/. •• Yoe, • 



•• 

Q J..!ld you lle'1rd him eny tho. t was corrttot, didn't you? 

A Yea. 

Q Anet you now dony that those statements ma.de by Col. 

MoGown 11re true? 

A I sta·te that I did not know a.bout thia at the tl.Jr.o. Ho,... 

ever , I ohoUJ.d also state tho.t for the reasoue of the snorgonoy 

then l'l:r.:iStlng I probably tt"Ould not ha.vo stopped ~t hnd I known abnut 

1t, 

D3'.FENSB (IIJt. S'.i'ROtfG): Corrootion - the witneso add, "I 

doA 1 t r <l:nomber at thie timo 11 
, 

QUESTIONS BY PH.OSECUTION, 

Q Wlll you also rleny tha.t you nn.d A.11erioa.n prisoners of 

war ea!"ryin~ ..ue ..uuuuc,u undor o.rtillory .fire in La.Gleho? 

A As far as denying o.lso, you oannoi; put it that Yl~Y because 

I did not deey the other matters, in the f ir st place, 9.nd a.a fa~ as 

cs.rrylng or wounded is oonoorned I do remSTlber that o.nd I know 

about it, 

Q Diu it happen? 

Q Is tht1.t in violation ot the Gonnn Convention? 

A Imngl.ning this in a. oE\lm situation, two yearu a.rtor tho 

Y.ur lo over, yos, •nl whon ·you are roroed to do it in a despera.to 

dt\W.ti011 io.volving sovare oomba.t, no, · 

Q Well, how about the digting of foxholos by .America.n 

priooners of ll!lJ" a.t LaOleia:ei Do you remember anything about tha.t? 

A I did not k!l.ow anything about this, I heu.rd it hore aDd · 

it i,oams probe.ble to ins. 

Q Now, yt. ". hs.ve denied that you have given a.ny ordor1 to 

shoot pr13onsra of -.r in LaGleice, ian',: that truo? 

Q Now, 11' you knew th•t Rumpf, in hh own ha:i~f/r.itio.g~ in . 
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• 
Ir tho Court plea.so, any I ho.ve Lt. Perl tranola.te thh ~to.tanont 

into En&liah, booa.uso I co.n1 t road lt myself. 

PROSECUTION (LT. PEHL) 1 "During tho oonvoroa.tion in tho 

c.P. or the Regimentfll Commnaor, Poiper mentioned tho.'t he ho.d 

ordered a. pnrt or tho Amorioo.ns to bo shot right li\-.0.Y booe.use 

Amerioo.n soldiers had refused to work. This wauld be tho boat 

moo.ns to I:LD.ko th(lll obey, u the nthere would nntioe right O.W'l.Y 

vtha.t I a being played it thoae did not return. FrQn thiG oonvorsu-­

tion I "9.s under the impression tho.t not only those ware shot uho 

refused to worl:::, but ao a. we.riling for the other prisoners, a lnr i;er 

number of prisoners. Contrary to this, Peiper treated an Arn.erioc.n 

major in a very friendly VAY e.nd talked with him for many hours. 

For lnstano~ , aakod by the mo.jar lfhother th& Amorico.n prisoners 

who had been killed in a.otion ~uld ho buried, he all.id, "Yos", and 

ho aa.id tha.t one dog tD.g woul.d remain with the killed one, -,,herecu 

the other one would be fixed on the oro:1 s. Wo knew tho. t this ',1118.S 

not tho truth. Peiper did not give them .. tho ma.jor - his ne.mo 

,\ffl.en ho l.US a.eked D.bout it, but a.a ra.r a.a I rm.ember he took tho 

• major' a n:uno and hie home address". . 

• .l.nd it has the mme, Rumpf on it, and entltlod LaOleize • 

(lihereupon the atatemont re~d by Lt. Perl MS res.d in 

Gem.an by the interpre'tor.) 

Q.UESTIOflS BY P.KOSt!COTIOth 

Q ?lo you datJ¥ tho truth of that at!l.tel:lont of Ru,r.pf' 11? 

A Completely. I 110 kno" too now this tsetimony ne obto.ir.od, 

Q Will you tell me ho!' thh 11tatoment mu obtained? 

A A11 i'a.r as this eta.tsnent in pa.r'tioular ill oonoerno~, I oo.n· 

not aCl.y anytl:.:t:ig about it, b~t I think lat Lt. RlWpf will be able to 

toat.u'y to tho.t l'lheii he to.k:e·o th~ w_itn; 1111 a:am. · 
0 

• · ' · .Q All right,· here is another ata'.'t~o;it by Humpf : itl lih ow 
0 

h.andwr~ting1 ;,Hennecke, 1.st Company pa.as~ to .me Peiper'~ ,ord.er _tho.t 

(Peiper - Raoroee) 

1 
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I should send several men for the shootine; of- Amerioo.n aoldier3e 

1 m,nt to a housi, in whioh the drivers lived p.11d in which eomo men 

frOlll tho Hos.dquarters squad, ht Platoon .(H~ring) pr oh<l.bly in 

ord1Jr to cook 'there. I went into this house beoo.µoo the soldiora 

in tha groups wero in position. In the bo.semont of this house 

thero w,,re boaidos memborl!! or my company men or the 3rd Pioneter 

Ccttpe.ny. I ea.id tho.t I nooded several men fnr thh mission and 

named somo. · Amongst them wero Lio.uto a.nd. Sohimpel, the others I,- , 
cannot nu.m.., with certainty .. there wero four or five men. " 

Do you deny the truth of tha.t statement? 

DEFEfiS~ (DR. LSEtt) 1_ I ohould like to•••• 

PR0SECUl'I0N1 Can wo have this translated first a.nd then 

you oan reake your objeotion? 

(1\hereupon the stato..'llent wo.a re::i.d in Oermn by the interpreter.) 

Q Do you deny the truth or that atatmnont? 

•• 
DEFENSE (DH. LEE!t), l ahould like to rogiste~ an ohjeo-­

tion to that. Tb.is piooe or writing was not 1ntroduoed in e'6.ienoe 

here o.a yet, an:i we therefore did not mo.ko any atn.tauecta a.a to 

it yet • 

PKOSECOTION1 Well, l am not olaiming it h in evidenoe, · 

I am just aayiug i u is a st o.ternent made by Rump!' and a.siting him 

whether 1t is true ar not. 

DEF~NSE (DR.' LEEtt) 1 l think it should be introduoed in 

evidenoo befortt it ehould be permitted to be asked qu~etlonn about. 

' PRESllJEN'r1 Tne objeotlon is overruled, 

QUESTlOtlS BY PHOSEali'ION1 

Q Can you answi,r the qui;,ation? 

Q W1ll you ~nawe~ the qu-, ationJ · 

• A llhat 1; montionod i n ~h•to~timoily ia pomplotoly unknown 

to me, 
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Q D~ you also dony this stattmont of Rumpf' ,u "Already 

v.hen we ~rived in la.Gleho, the drivers Wlo vr-,re in laGlehe 

before the company spoke about shootings, so that shootings muet 

have tnken place already prior to our ai'.ri-val". Do you aony tho 

truth or that atatmen1:? 

A Yo!'I, I havo o.lrea.dy tosti!'it.d that no All'lerios.n at a.ll l'O.IS 

in lo.Gloir:e on tho 18th. 

Q Do you deny tho truth of this sto.toment by Rumpf1 11 ln tho 

9.rternoon Korf told me 'that the prisor..;ira had boon ahot booause 

some hn.d r6rused to work for the panz..,r men, Tho, samu had been 

0 nnI!lod a.s roa.3011 before, from ...-hat is to be econ, that tho sbootillg 

originatod rrcrn the panzer men11 • Do you deny thtJ t.ruth of that• st~tO!!lent? 

A Sinoe I know nothing or this ~noident at all, I oo.nnot 

d9ny it either. 

• 

Q Now-, with r~foreDOo to the stE\tcments of yours that were · 

do.tad 21 W.aroh and 28 llaroh, 194-6, both or ffl\ioh you say aro untrue 

and thoy are Prosecution's .!Sxhibit No, 11 ani 126, llhen your oatha 

were taken to these two sta.tements wo.s not r.apt., Sohumaokor thoro 

• and didn't he sign those s.s a witne s3 or your signature? 

A Yeo. 

Q Did you ever e;cplain or otate to him beforo or arter 

aii;nl.ng your statomonts that tho oontoots were uotruo? 

A I never talked to Capt, Sh\Wo.eker, 

Q You know that I vo.s present in Sohwaabicoh Hall, w:ld that 

I visited you in your ooll aeveral times a.f·i.;ar both those statanonts 

ware i:a.kon, isn't that true? 

A ha. 

Q Never on one oooa.aion did you ever telh me tha.t ther-, was 

anything in your statements that were untrue, that yOu wa.ntod to 
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A I have alroady teati.N.ed before this Court that due to 

tho opon ota.ta:nen1.s which I had recolved by thh Mr. Paul, e.lle.e 

Lt. Guth, and 1st Lt. Perl. that thi~ ln!'ormo.tion ho.d given me 

the impre1111lon that the truth was not one of tho material points , 

in this inve11tita.tion, and the atatt'.l!lent11 which I had soon about 

it confirmed this opinion to me urt!l..nimoudy, and upon that I per­

mi tted everything to be dictated to me lethargi.o-ally, and from 

. that attitude I therefore aio not ho.vn a.ny reason to t _e.lk to you 

about this. 

• Q Well, I thought you reminded me SR.turday ths.t I had told 

• you that the sta.temsnta made by Lt. Perl had no o.uthorha.ticn and 

he Ahouldn't havo made thor.1. It ms ln l>oce:nber, waan1 t it, that 

I we.a supposed to have ma.do +..hat ettal mont to you? Juut a moment -

can't :,ou answer that quootion "yea11 or 11 no11 ? 

A No, I oa.:i1 t a.n,wor that quoation with 11 y.,,11 or "no", 

• 
PR0::;ECU'l'I0N1 If th~ Court pleaoo, I bel1ovo that qui,,.. 

tion is perfectly able to be aneworod_by either "yBe 11 or 11 no", and 

I request that tJi1J witnou be directed to 11nawer that 11 yes" or ''no"• 

• 
!Art YEMJ:Hm ( · Ploa.ao road tho question (to tho reporter) • 

(Yd'ioreupon tho reporter road tho lAst question by th-, ?roooou• 

tion.) 

DBFg.'lsB , l!ay lt plea.so tho Court, tho witneaa cannot bo 

oompollo<I to answer "yes" or "no", a.nd. oounool - I am auro - 1a 

t\lmilic.r w1 th that. 

LA\f H~~BER1 If the witnoas oan a.newer it 11 yes11 or "no", 

very well, if not th~ witness ca.n a.nnor it in the manner ho oan. 

A After I found out in Soh1'4ebhch Hall tha.t lat Lt, Perl 

wai: the Chtef interrogator in tho JJa.lmedy or..so, I had to reach a 

oonoludon that ho would hil.vo to be Yory well aUth~r.iu<i in oonc~­

tion with any questions oadng up in tho cuuo. Tno ~pre.uion I 
0 

gun~..d · 1161 tha.t ho was p~yin; tho mt\~D p~t thore, nnd for th.a.~ • 
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• • 

• • 

PROSSCUTION1 !lo f'urther cross oxamina.tion at this time• 

• \CCUS~ P.1!:IPEH I I aak the Court to bo pemitted to mak~ 

ono further at::,.tement in oonneotion with the croso eX!l.mlrAtion by 

Cole Ellis. 

PRESIDENT1 Go ahead. 

ACCUSFD PJ!.'IPER1 Early i~ ?le.y, here. I had · a personal 

oonverso.tion with Lt. Col. Ellis. This oonverse.tion ooou.rred on 

a peraon.9..1, human plane -- fundamental -- and in tha.t connootion 

I o.skod Col. i::llis v,hi,ther he, persona.Uy, really believed all the 

things I nm ao~u3eci or h~re• 

PROSECUTION, Ir tha Court please, I object to t..1-i.at, 

:that it le: irrelevant 'o'lhether I bdieve what is going on hem or 

whether I don't believe what is going on here. I don't believe 

that ha.a any bearing on the ca.so here. 

ERSSIDENT1 Objcotion is overruled• 

ACCUSW PEIP&l1 I had told hi:n that • Col. Ellis, surely 

would know that all my toatimony rooulted only i'rora my attitude, 

that I wanted to eave my men and wanted to oover them. Upon tho.t, Lt• 

Col. Ellis aaid, "I admire you, a.nd I hardly know another eold1er 

llho I eatine.te ae highly e.e I do you, but you are ea.oritloing your­

self on o.n idoal 'flhioh no longer exists. The men whom you toda.y 

think you havo to cover up ror a.re bums a.Di or!Jnine.lo. 1 1 11 prove 

tho.t to you in t.he oouree of the trial, Wo a.re now pa.rtini; as' . 
.f'rlende and llhen"" see ea.oh other again_ bef~re Court, ae enemies, 

ud l' 11 ha.VB to paint you in tho moat bloody oolora, but you1 11 

un:lerstn.nd tJu:i.t I will Only bo doing my duty"• 

PRS9IDS.~!'t Any queottons by tho Dofoll3e? 

DEI-'H.NSEt lJr. Ulor. 

RBUIKECT EXAUillA.'i'IOH 

QUESTIONS Br JJSFENSE (DR, I.EEi!) 1 

~ : Were any ~ ,1eriOlLn wound~ · oar.r ~h~ bY tho A::ledoo.n i 1ttor. . 
(Poipor - il.1J>Hroo-b) • • 
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A Yes. 'fne wounded or both nationa were carried without 

di scri.mlnatlon. 

PRESID:SNT1 Any other qut1stionc1 

DEFENSE1 Nothing further on rodiroot. 

PROSECIJTIOlh If tho Court please, I move tho.t the sto.te 00 

t:1.ont c-.ade by Polpor ooocorninr; me, ·.tlo -- I rlon 1 t b-,Hov9 I arn on 

tr!e. l -- be stricken from the record. Furthemora, it ho.o no bee.r­

i ng on t he .\.:uU-3.'J i"!l t ':l~ o C3.m,, am it nis mo.ue at~ttr alJ. uu, St!Lte... 

mants o.nu ttll cne ovidttnoe ma 'Ul.lc:eu 1·r0t11 .;u, ta.ooused • 

LAW MEMBZR1 Tno Court is well o.wnra of ,;ne nature or the 

statement, its meaning and relevancy to tile tseues in this o9.se, 

E\l'ld. 'the Court will plnce upon 1t the value it aeems necessary. 

PRSSIDE?lT I Any que stiona by the Court7 

EXAMINATION BY rl!R COUKT 

QUESTIONS BY LAW MWB§.1 

•• 
Q . Vihen you had your conversation .with the than, Un.jar YoGovrn, 

or your oonverea.tions r:1.ther, did you k now you ;·,"Oro aurroun:hd by 

enoniy troops? 

A I know that tho situation wao difficult, but at that timo 

I wao . or tho oonviotion tho.t o. regbu,nt sent by my Division would 

oome in to rolieve me• Furthermore, i.n the oourse or the 2lat 

Deo«nbor, I heard. sano vary loud. oomba.t noiseo Northea.11t of mo, and 

1m.s ot th~ opinion that ~at was duo , to tha D1viaion Hitler Youth. 

In th,, nourso of tho 22nd, it baoamo olcar. ~O mo that , l was oon­

plet&ly surrounded and tha.t reliar W\3 improbabla, 

Q War& you responsible for tho tra.ining or the lat Pa.n~&r 

' Rag1ment in December 19447 

A Yeh 

Q : What was the do.ts on 11hioh you war& confined 1.n whu.t you .. ~ .... 
(Poipor - Court). 



sto.te YA& o. dark cell in tho oellar at Zuftonhauscn, thn approximate 

da.to? 

A The end of October to the beginning ot Uovember, 

Q 1946? 

A Yes. 

~ Wore you responoible for the diecipline ot the ls~ Pc.nz:er 

Rel!,imont in December 19441 

A Yos. 

PRESIIJENT1 Tho Court will recess until 1030, 

('Whereupon o.t 1000 hours tho Court receoaed.) 

(Peipor .. Court) 
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(rn1eroupon the court reconvened at 1030 hours.) 

PflESIDENT: Court will come to order. 

PIDSF.CU1'ION: Ir the court pleas e, let the record 

sho1·r that all membero of the court, all me.1tbers of the pros ecution 

with the exception of Lt. Col. Crawford, who is a bsent on 

business for the proaecuti on, and Captain Byn1e,· who ha o been 

excused upon verbal orderz of tho Co:nmanding General, all members 

of the defense, with t he except i on of Lt. Wahler, Dr. Wi eland , 

Dr, Lolling , and Dr. Rau, who arc ab~ent on business for the 

defense , all of the defendants, and tho reporter are pre:Jent, 

If it pleas e the court, inasmuch a~ the opcech by 

Peiper has been admitted in evidence, it is the contention and 

the pouition of the prooecution that he ha o now placed his 

character in evidence and hio .former question, relo.tive to his 

conduct and rtispon~ibility in the na'!le of his Battalion on the 

eastern front, should now be admitted. 

LAW UEru3En: Defore you proceed suppose the accused 

Peiper to.lees the otand; I don 1t th~ he was through on the s tand; 

thd court wasn 1t finished, if you don 1t mind, 

D~ENSE COUNSSL: The defense recall:,,. tho accused 

fo1mer C~lonel Joachim Peiper. 

JOACHnI PED' IB, one of the accus ed, , resumed the t;tand 

and testified further through an interpreter, au i'ollowa: 

Ui'l UllIBER: If you will please 1•ead back the rnotion 

by th~ prosecution? 

(\Thereupon the reporter did as requested.) 

PROSEX:UTION: And also we upeci.rical.ly requeDt that 

the stateuent oi' llotzheim which was previously precluded be 

now admitted on that subject. Just a minute, I want to check 

~he name of ~he person ,'410 made that utatanent about the eas~;,_m 

f1•ont, The nwne Cit th·e accused wtta made the· statement is not 

http:upeci.rical.ly
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J.fotzhcim, it ~a· Zwigart : 

DEF:0:~SE COUNSEL (Dr. Leer): }.{ay I reply to that? 

'fhe questiona which are issues in thia case wer e not changed by 

the last :;tatffilent or Peiper, Questions about charecter remain 

que :;tiona about character o.nd occurrences \~11ich havo nothing to 

do with the issues in this case~ 

PROSEI:UTIOH: Ir the court pl.ease, over 1n;r obj ection 

this accused to::.ti£ied about what a wonderfu l porson he was and 

ir that is ad:nisaiblo ho certainly -haa placed his character an 

issue before this court, 

LAi'l Un .IDER: The motion or the p1·os_ccution i:3 denied, 

There are '?ther que~tions by the court. 

EXAMINATION BY Tl!E OOURT 

QUESTIONS BY I.\\'/ URIBER: 

Q Do you know where Dr, Dii.tman is now? 

A I do not Jeno,·, where Dr, Dittmo.n is, 

Q \'fill you give the c~:mrt the details of the beatind you 

':Uleged you received at Schwaebisch Hall? 

A On the last. day of my stay in ,Schwaebisch Hal.l I was 

called .for interrogation and received, as was usual, a bla.ck 

hood ove~ my hep.d. And I had to wait dovm there in th~ hall of 

the µriaon for about five minutes, since the .American Sergeant 

who camo for me rtent to get some other comrades of mine from their 

cell. OUring this occasion when I was standing there quietly 

waiting I was otrudk in tho face by a person unkno\'m to me and 

aeveral times in my sexual parta with a stick. I was of the 

opinion that they were Poles, since they were euard.ing this 

house. 

Pl~IDENT: Any other questions _by the court? 

ApparentlY not. · 'Ihe ·rltne~e_;'.is. ·excus~~d.· . 

' (\"~ereupon t,h~ witnens vm.,s ~xCUsed :u'd resumed his seat 

in tho .dock,) 
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DEJ:EllSE COUNSEL: The doi' cnue calla ao it!:I next 

witness, Heinz Birnechein. Dr. Leer, on bchaJ.r of the defense, 

will conduct the diroct exrunination. The defomio doe!:I not 

contemplate recalling this witneos. 

HEillZ BinNSCHErn, a witnosa for the defense, was sworn nnd 

testified through an interpret er, as follows: 

DillECT E,'{/\}.{U!ATI ON 

QUES'I.'IONS BY DEFENSE OOUNS EL (Dr . Leer): 

Q Please give us y?ur fulJ. name? 

A Heinz Birnochein, 

Q When were you_ born? 

A 9 January 1918, 

Q And do you remember the time of the Ardennes Offensive? 

A Yea. 

Q Can -you tell us when you found out the firat time a.bout 

the Ardennes Offensive? 

A I found out for the first time about the .Ardennes 

• Offensive on the evening before the attack on the 15th 9f 

December • • Q rlcfoi•e this attack did you t ake part in a military 

inotructfo·n course of Peiper• s? 

A Yea , .I took part. in a militury inntruction by the then 

Regimental Commander, Peiper. 

Q When wao that and where? 

~ That was about the 10th of December, on the C.P, of tho 

Heavy Armored Battalion 501, i n the vicinity of Satewer, 

Q Ce.n you tell us v.tio wau present at that time? 

A At that ti'lle all. of t ho officers of the Heavy Annored 

Battalion 501 wer~ prca?nt:, among others·; HnuPtstunn feuli1•er ., 

lioebiua, Feller, Amaelgruber,"·WeDuel, and tho Oberaturn!euhr.er 

http:Oberaturn!euhr.er
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Luka:Jiun. '!nose ·,1c1•e al.l that I r e:nember, 

Q 'Yfuat was the content s ot t hi o milita ry i nstruction? 

A The fiegimental Com:nn.nder opoke to the cntirC Oti'icers 

Corpe and appealed to uo to treat the new weapons which we wera 

to r eceivt:; ca refully and we ohoul:l influence our men to know 

that thcoe wcapon:J ohould last a long timo bocauae the home front 

could not g ive uo any moro weapons in the near i'tltu'rc. ~ong 

others, he talked about t ho rxrn sibility that w~ would go from 

he1·e into a new combat miosion. 

Q You, yourself, wore a mc.;1ber of the First SS Pam~er 

Regiment? 

A I was a. member or the King Tie er Battalion 501 which 

r111s under the First Panzer Regiment, uo for tactical purposes 

io the Second Battalion. 

Q How long had this Regiment been committed on the 

western front? 

A The Regiment had buen committed On the western front 

oince about I.fay 144• 

Q l'faa there anything oaid in thio just mentioned con-

ference about a new method of fighting? 

A Yea, it was especioJ.ly emphasized that the Al.1ies h_ad 

superiority in tho air, that meant for uo that we would ho.ve to 

camouflage ourselves particularly and that we would have to wor k 

raot during combat. 

Q \'fas there anything oaid about priaooers of war? 

A · No, nothing _was said ab:>ut priaonero of war. 

Q How was the proble1n of pri soners of v,ar treated during 

the time thllt you were with the Regiment? 

, A The 1!1~t-ruct_iono · a~out p~ioonora of 1~r were given 

every -·rito~i;}~:in:· u i1/ dbm'~i~~ and wCre included in the service. . :'"':·,; .:-:· . . - . 
0 

r~orda. That ~cant to: us Pa'nzer soldie ~·s that priooners of · 

http:especioJ.ly


•· • 

who ,worc then tal<en up by the inf1.U1try that followed. 

Q Was there anything aaid about treatment of wounded? 

A Ho, nothin~ ,·ra.o said about wounded. 

Q How wnu the problem oolved in the First P.:i.nzer 

Regiment about wounded, that is, about your o\'m wounded, as well 

a.o foreign wounded? 

A The wounded were left on the advanced road and were 

b'eing taken up and treated by the medical units that followed, 

Q Wao there anything in this mentioned explanation 

said about how these people wore to behave themselves in the 

combat to be expected? 

A I Yes, the Regimental Corwnander dananded of us, as well 

as of all men, the full commitment of each individual people 

with the rema'z.k that these wer e probably the last weapona that 

the home front could give us. 

Q You told us at .f'.irot that you found out in the Dlanken-

heim Forest on tho 15th about the coming offensive for tho 

firot time, is thnt right? 

A Yea, that 1 s right, 

Q On tlhat occasion did you find out about it? 

A In Dlgelegau on the occasion of a company conference 

in the C.P. of Von Vfesterha.gon, 

Q Is Engelsgau in the vicinity of the Blankenheim Forest? 

A Yes, Dlgelagau is directly- located on the · edge of the 

Blnnkehheim Foreot, 

Q Who was present at this · conference of Company Ccmnandera? 

A 'fhe following were presont: Company Commander Uoebiua, 

Wessel, F:eller, the Adjutant Oberstunn!'euhrer Kalinowski, and 

Hallptstunn£euhrer Tehr. 

, Q 
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A Von \lesterhagen, our Convnanding Officer, gave uo our 

niapa and told us, based upon these mapo, our route of march , the 

formation and the commission or our ba.ttilio?· · Furthonnore, 

tho coordina.te numbers were given £or the various location:. . 

Q What basis did ho uoe for that? 

A Von \'(eoterhagcn said that he had come from a conference 

and he had made notes and, based upon those notes, he gave hia 

orders. 

Q I / Which order was read on that occasion? 

A No order waa read on that occasion. 

Q Was there anything told you about the pri soners of war 

and woumlod in the combat thnt followed? 

A Uo , nothing was mentioned. 

Q Did you over find' out about a Regim~tal Order of tho 

Firat SS Pa~zor Regiment? 

A No , not of any order concerning this Ardennes Offensive, 

Q Did you ever find out about an order of the day of 

the accused Sopp Dietrich? 

A Yes, this order or the r.}aY was submitted to me when 

I came back to my company from La Gleizo, It wao about tho 28th or 

29th of December. 

Q cnn you tell us about the contents of :ttio order or the 

day? 

A I know that this order was headed by soldiers or the 

6th Army ~d had about .the follovring contents: 11You are confronted 

with heavy combat, the homo front hn.s given us new weapons for thia 

purpose, stronger 11 V11 weap~ns will support tho at~ack. Furti1onnore, 

· tho Air Corps will again support us~' And it closes about us 

foµ..owa: •:Tl~~,h~Ll: ~~n~ +o.o~s ~t . ~~ .w7~h conrid~~c(° Provo 
1 

rourSl!l 1:0}( ·~V?.~~ Of this ' COnficJ.enCO, II 

.Q • Wn~ th~j o 0 an~~ing ~bout th; m~thod o~ , fighting. a!U;d 
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A No, nothing w.i.o said about the method of fighting in 

thia order. 

Q \'fas there an,:rthing in this oi:_der ubout the treatment 

or prisoners of war or civilians? 

A No} nothing wao mentioned about that in this order, 

Q Y/ao there anything said in this order about any hwnan 

inhibitiono to be droppod? 

A No . 

DEFENSE COUNSEL (Dr. Leer): No further questions, 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: You may croso-examine • 

CROSS-ElCA!!IHATION 

QUESTIONS BY PROSEX:UTIOH (Captain Shumackor): 

Q Yfuat vras your pooition in the 50lst? 

A I was Company Commander of the 'l'hird Company. 

Q Did you have that swnc command throughout the offensive'! 

A Yea, 

Q What vra.o the date on thio 01-der of the day or the 6th 

Anny?

• A I do not remember that. 

• Q What ,w.s the signature on ·it? 

· A It misht have been Sopp Dietrich or it might have been 

Dietrich only. 

Q Do you know? 

A Yea, I kno\'I, 

Q Well, \"1hich one wna it? 

A I so.id either Dietrich or Sopp Dietrich. 
~-. .... 

Q In othor words, you don't know whether it waa Sopp 

Dietrich or ju:it Dietrich, ia that correct? 

A No, not in detail.. 

Have you frequently seen his ~~dgr.a.turc appqar both o.s 
. ' . . ·.·::• 



Q How have you s een it nppenr? 

A I don't underatund the question , 

Q Mave you ever neen any other order other thun thio order 

of t.he dily prior to t hin offensive :ii aned by either Dietrich or 

Sepp Dietrich? 

A No . 

Q In other words , this is tho only order you ever oaw si ed 

by Dietrich or Sepp Dietrich, in that corl'ect? 

A At that time, yoo. 

Q Do I underst and you to r.lcun that that wan the first order 

that you had ever seen oigncd eithor by Dietrich or Sepp Dietrich? 

A Yes. 

Q And the orders aubaequent to this occasion, hott nere they 

signed, that is, 6th Panzer Anny orders? 

A That differed. They \'1e1·e not al.vmys signed by Dietrich 

but occasionally by Kraemor, Chio! of Starr •. 

,. 
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Q Did you ever see any order, other than the ono that 

you have mentioned, signed by Dietrich - Sepp Dietrich -­

eithor prior to this offensive, or ·after this offensive? 

A Yes, after this offensive. 

.. Q """ many? 

A It might have beon ten, it might have beon twenty, I 

• don 1t know exactly. 

Q How, what signature appeared on these orders? 

A. I don 1t laia,.. for sure. 

Q What position in this Armored Group ~d your Da ttalion 

hold? 

A The Battalion had the mission to drive behind the First 

Battalion, and after we camo out of the hilly terrain we were to 

drive ahead io the llaaa River• 

At tho time you reached the crossroads south of Ua.lmect, 

and north of Engelsdorr, what position in tho Armored Group did 

your Battalion occu~? 

DEP'ENSE (Dr. Leer) l I object, on tho ground that no­

thing was said about thin in direct examination. 

PROSE9UTI0N ~Captain Schumacher): Ho has testified 

that he was in this Combat Group under Peiper, surely he 'should 

be allowed to testify concerning what he laiows about the issues 

.. in this case. 

(~~scheim - Cros3) 



PRESIDID-IT: 'l'h.e object1on 1of the defense counsel is 

. sustained. 

Qtr..STIOIIS IlY THE l'ROSa'.!UTION (Coptain Schumacher): (Cont•d,) 

Q You say that at this meeting at your Battalion OP 

at Engalsdorf, on the 15th o.r December, 1941a , the following 

matters were discu::ised: the route of march, the ordor of marchJ 

the mission of your Battalion nnd certain. coda numbers desie­

nating locations, is that corroct? 

• 
A Yes. 

Q Did your route of march take you by the cros::iroads 

south or Ualmody and north of Eneelsdorf? 

DEIT.NSE (Dr. Leer): I rrd.ght make theobjoction ar,ain:• 
I think th.:it the quostion would be allowable, it his mission 

contained the route through EngolsdorfJ but not ii' he himself 

was there - was not there, because nothing was asked about 

thnt in direct examination. 

LAW llKl!Bim: The witness has mentioned that his route 

• of march rma taken up at the moating. How, heoan be oross-eJCall\,-1 

• ined as to anything concerning the route of march. 'l'h.e objection 

is overruled.. 

A Uay I see a map? 

Q Havo a look at tho one on your riBht, Prosooution Ex-

hibit Mo. 3. You may come over to the map :i1' you like. HowJ I 

point to a rend intorsootion which is southeast of tho tOl'ln of 

Lfalmedy, on Prosecution Exhibit Uo. 3, and somewhat northeast 

of Lien,~uville, othomise kncnm as Engolsdorf, and I ask you 

llhethor or not your route of march took you by this crossroads? 

A No, but I unS in Enli;olsdorf and in Lir1.1euville. 

Q Whore, il.1.the _colllI!In, ,ra.s. your Battali,~n' C~~of '__ no,· 1
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Q 

strike that: where, in your Battalion column, l'ra.s your Battalion 

Commander, Von l'festenhagen? 

A Ho drove behind the 2nd Company, l'lllich drovo as the · 

point. 

Q Wns he with your Bat'blion all the timo , up to the 

time that you reached Ligneuville? 

A Yos, · he ffllS alY1ays with the Battalion. 

Q And you any that your Battalion did not eo past this 

crossroad, :i.s that right? 

A No, r.e went from Engemml.d to Thirilnont and from Thiri-

mont -- well, in Thirimont TfG re1;1ted for about three hours and 

then we hit the main road to Engelsdorr. 

Q All rieht, como over here to Proaeoutipn EY.hibit No. 

3 ogain and show me how .you hit the main road? 

(Whereupon tho witneos approached the map, Pro:Jecu­

tion Exhibit No. 3, as requested by the prosecution.) 

A (The ,tltness indioatod rlth a pointed, as ho made 

the following remarks:) -- 'W8 drove this wny from Engemrald to 

'l'hirimont and Tie hit the matn road here. Here t here 1a a very 

steep hill and we had Quite a !8Tf difficulties there, t.hat 1s' why 

r · remember it. 

Q Your Battalion caught up with the rest or Peiper 1e col-

umn on or about tho 18th or Docombor, in the vicinity or Cheneux. 

and La Oleize, is that· correct? 

A Yfe were in Ch8neux and the order reached us that -.,.e 

should stop and that the regiment lfOuld turn around and our Batt­

alion ltae to drive back to La Oleize, because or a l.aCk or fuel, · 

ar,:i await turUler orders there. 

Q In other words, you had alrea~ been throuch La Oleize, 

is· that, co~Ot? 

A. Yes. 
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Q Were you present when Von \'lostenhagen is alleged to 

have told Peiper that he shot these prisoners there at tho cross­

roads? 

A No. 

Q Y~u don't know anything about that report that Von 

\'footenhagen is supposed to have to Peiper? 

A No. 

Q But you do Jmow that your Battalion did n?t go past 

these crossroads? 

A Yes. 

Q Now, you say that this meeting was held on or about 

tho 10th o:C December and that a new method o:C fichting v:as dis­

cussed, is that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q -- and the points that you mentioned ,rare thoae: 

that the Allies had superiority in tho air, 'that yon had to be 

careful about your clU!lOunage, and · that you hnd to move fast? 

A Yes. 

Q What wna new about that? 

A N81T, especially- the superiority of the a~, which 

was pointed out again and ar;ain. 

Q Do you mean to tell this court that it was flllll"V8l.led 

at in December, 1944, for the Allies to have superiority in the 

air? 

No, 

Q Well, isn 1 t that what you just said? 

A I said that our Re~e~~l Commander instructed us 

about the All.ies superiority 1.n the air nnd emphasized it. 

' . . 
Q Your Battalion, as I understand it, was oreanic to 

qorps,-1.s~rrect? 



A Yes. 

Q But for this offensive and for some time prior to 

this offensive your &tta.lion was attached to Peiper 1s Regi­

ment, the 1st Panzer Regiment, is that correct? 

A Yea; we were attached tactically to Panzer Regi-

ment 1. 

Q And you sey that you got instructions every month, 

on the treatment that tms to be accorded to prisoners of ,,ar, 

is that correct? 

_A No, we didn't receive them monthly - but we in-

. structed our Companies about them monthly. 

Q Well, that was a program conducted by the Battalion, 

independent from any orders, directives or instructions from 

higher headquarte~s, is that right? 

A No, there was an order from the Supreme Command that 

these ine~ctione were to be gt.van monthly a~ut this - arrl 

the fact that we had given these instructions ha_d to be made a 

matter of record. 

• Q When you - when did you see any orders from higher 

headquarters to give these instnictio?UJ, regarding prisoners or• war -- the last order prior to this offensive? 

A The las~ ord!lr that I remember seeing was in the in-

struction sheet tha~ we received aroWld the 1st of December. 

Q And you instructed you:r nen that these prisoners lfere 

to be marched to the rear, is that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q And that the woonded were to be left alone and that 

they would be picked up by the medical units following, is that 

correct? 

Yes, ,but . the 1!"0Wlded did not remain there alone, with-



out care. . 

Q Who ,ms to reimain ,nth them? The Company medics? 

A When a man of a tank is ,rounded, the entire crew 

of the tank foll.s out. 

Q I am talking about· enemy wounded; I am talking about 

enemy prisoners or war? 

A 1'.he prisoners wounded were taken cnre or by their 

ovm men and they ,1ere bandage{\ by our modica. 

Q At what time did you get to Ligneuville on the 17th 

or December, 1944? 

A ·r was not in Ligneuvillo on the 17th or December. 

Q When did you get there? 

A It tms on the 18th or December, around nine o'clock. 

Q Holt lone did you remain there? · 

A About ten minutes. 

Q Engelsdor.r is a very small village, consisting or 

possibly 20 to 30 houses, is it not? 

A Yea it in a street-village. 

• Q In other words, there is just one street that nin!l 

• 
through it, is that right? 

A Y~s, the~ _is one ~oa~ Uta~ runs through it, but be-

hind the bridse - that is the way_ I went -- there ia another 

road that comes into the village from the le.rt. 

Q As you ente:8d Ligneuville, on the morning o.r tho 

18th, you will rt1call that as you go into the town you are mov­

ing downhill, is that oorraot? 

A Ye~, there was a hill dolTJl into the tom1. 

Q Do you remember seeing tho bodies or eight American 

prisoners of war that hnd been shot that ai'ternoon lying over 

on the left side or the road - lying just orr the emlxlnlanent? 
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A No, I did not see nny prisoners of Tmr that .were 

shot. 

Q Do you deny that they ,1ero there? 

A I didn I t aee any prisoners of vra·r. 

PR0S&:UTI0H (Captain Sohwna.cher): Nothing .furthor. 

Defense (Dr. Hertkom): A f'ew questions, please. 

RE-DIRLCT z.cAMINATIOM 

Qtr"5TIONS BY THE DEFEllSE (Dr. Hertkorn): 

Q Did Von Vfestenbagen drive in a regular automo?ilo, 

or in a tank? 

A Von Westonhagen wns in a tank. 

Q Do yau lm01'r if he elected to take the main road, 

or it' hG elected to take the dif.ficult terrain ,1hic~ you showed 

us before. 

A Von Westenhagen used the difi'icult terrain, because 

it was ·P~asiblo that the 2nd_ Company, vrhich waa ahead of us 

• the day ~ofora, used the ma.in street - but I don't lmow tJtat 

• fur a~e • 

Q. Wero .you also accompanied by ,Von Westenhnaen in this 

attack? 

A No, I was with ~ Company • . 

DEFENSE: (Dr. Hertkorn): No further questions. 

PROS&JUTION (Captain Schumacher): 

l!i,..CROSS K\'.AMINATION 
' I 

QUESTIONS DY THE PROSi'lJUTION (Captain ,SohUlll!lcner): 

,, 
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Q But you snid, didn I t you, that Von Westenhngen r.as 

with your Batta.lion all the time, until you e;ot to Engelador.r, 

is that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q Hovt long have you been in the SS? 

A Since the 25th of April, 1936, 

Q What. were you in before that? The Hitler Youth? 

DEFENSE (Dr. Hertkorn): I object to that que:stion, 

because this was not ~uched by direct examination and there­

fore I ask that the previous question be stricken from the re­

cord. 

PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher): Ii' the court please, 

it is nn elementary principle of cross-examination that one may 

aok any question which goes to the credibility of the Td.tnens. 

It is certainly, furthermore, elementary that the background or 

a witness and hie organizations_ and associations will reveal hie 

intent or lack of intent iri those matters about which he testi­

fies • 

PRESlDEHT: The objection is overruled• 

PROSFJ:JU_TION (Captain Schumacher) : Will you pleaao ana,­

wer the question, the question was: wore you in the Hitler Youth, 

bei'ore you joined the SS'l 

A Yes. 

PROSECUTICU (Captain Schuma"oher): That.1a all. 

PRESIDENT: Aeything further by tho defense? 

DEFENSE (Colonel Everett): NotJ1ing further on re~oct. 
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PROSE:UTIOH (Colonel Ellis): NothinB further by the 

prosecution. 

PnESIDEHT: Are there any questions by th8 court? 

EULITJIATIO!I DY THE COURT 

QUESTIOIIS DY THE COURT {Lav, !.!ember): 

Q Was the entire 501st Tanlc Dattalion, or just the First 

Company of the 501st Tank Battalion, attached to the First Pan­

zor Regiment for this offensive? 

A No, the entire Battalion. 

PRESIDh'NT: Are there aey further questions by the 

court? Apparently no.t; the witness is excused. 

DEFENSE (Colonel Everett): The defense calla, as its 

next witness, Colonel Rudolf Lehmann. Dr. Leer will conduct 

the examination on the part of the defense and the defense doos 

not contemplate recalling this witness. 

, (Whereupon Colonel Rudolf Lehmann resumed tho otand, 

as a witness for the defense.) 

. PROO!!X:UTION (Colonel Ellis) : The witneas is reminded 

that he is still undor oat)l• 

DIRECT EICAIIINATIOll 

QUESTIONS DY THE DEFENSE {Dr. Leer): 

Q Will you give the court your full naroo again? 

A Rudolf Lehmann. 

Q What was your official duty, in December, 1944? 

A Chiei': oi' the General Starr or tho First SS Panzer Corps. 

Q How long did you have this position? 

A From October, 1944, until Jlarch, 1945. 

~ Did you ever see a eo--call~ 11Expe~en?~ ~-e~or~11 or 

:._~ th~Q'Comman~ing Oi'ficer or tho Firi1t Ss Panzer Rogimmli, , the a~·c-



used Peiper? ..,. 
A Yea, I saw several experience reports or Colonel Pei-

per 1a. 

Q Do you remember one "Experience Repor:t", in particular, 

concerning tho EitoJ. Offensive? 

A Yes. 

Q About Tfhen did you read this 11Exporience Report11 7 

A It was about the 28th of April, 1945. 

Q Was this Regimcmtal order of the 1st SS Panzer Regi-

ment attachod to this 11Experienoe Report1t - the order which hnd 

been issued by this Regiment before the Eii'el Offensive? 

A Yoe. 

Q Do you remember the date that th10 Regimental order 

carried? 

A No. 

Q Do you lm0l7 the contents of this Regimental order? 

A I !'8member this much of it: that it ,msn 1 t very long, 

and that it did not contain at all as muc)l as was contained in 

the Arley' and Corps llrders, which I lmou·. 

Q But could you say, in spite of that, that thin Order 

of the Day wns t.l\o ordor that was issued by the ls t SS. Panzer 

Regiment for this offensive? 

PROSECUTION.: Ii' tho court please, we object to that 

as very, very leading. We suggest that the witness be allowed 

to stato '11'hat the order was. 

DEFENSE (Dr. · Leer): I'm sorry: I meant to say Order 

of the Day, but I believo that I said 11Ragmntal Order11 • 

· LA.W. lJEMBER: Dr. IJJer, the objection is to the fact ··. . .. .. ·•· 
,tk., t theequesti~ is a lending ctnestio~ . ·w11i yCIU ~~bra~!' the 

question. 



D"EFIDISE (Dr. Leer): Yoa, sir. Thank you. 

Q Did tho Regimental order, about v1hich you just talked, 

concern the Eil'el orrenoive? . 

A Yes. 

Q You mentioned, in your earlier examinnt.ion, that you 

lme\T the Order or tho Day or Dietrich? 

A Yos. 

Q Do you remember ii' the Ord.or or the Day of Dietrich 

vms taken over and shown in tha Regimental order? 

A No, it contained nothing about it. T,1e main contents 

of this Ro&i,mental order wao an order or march of this Combat 

Oroup: th,1. t I do remombor. 

Q Was th8re anything in this Reei,rnenta.l order about the 

treatment of prisoners of mlr and civilians? 

A Ho. 

Q W~uld you ·have noticed it, had it been there? 

A Yes, because, as I mentioned bofore, whon we prepared 

for thia offensive: we had quite a re,,. worries about that and no­

thine ,1as in the order about it -

L/il'l llKUBER: Colonel Lehmann, will you speak a little 

. louder, so that everybody in the court room can hoar you? 

l'll~S (Colonel Lahmann): Yes, sir. 

DEFIDlSE (Dr. Leer) 1 Wo have no further questions. 

CROSS-EKA!!Il!ATION 

QUESTIONS BY T!lE PROSECUTION (Captain Schwnachor)I 

Q You say that in this Regimental order, tho Army ·order 

.wna ·not carried in it? 

A Ito. 

Aa a matter ~r· i't1.ot, there was nothing in this Rogi- · . ' 



mental order that you SO.lT thnt was an Order or the Day or Army, 

Corpe, Division, or Regiment, 1sn 1 t that right? 

A Ho. 

Q So, whatever ordora or that nature thnt W8re passed on 

to the Regiment· you Jcncm nothinc about, is thnt true? 

A Which kind? 

Q or exhorting troops? 

A Uo, nothing like that was in it. 

Q Nm·,, you say that the problem or prisoners or war had 

been or grant concern to you, prior to this ori'ensivo, is that 

right? 

A Yea, in thnt the problem or the tr.insportation or pri-

sonars or wo.r gave us ereat trouble. 

Q And you saw nothing what.over about the trnnsportation or 

prisoners of' war in this Rogim~ntal order, did you? 

A No. 

Q Did it occur to you that perhaps SS Panzer Regiment l 

didn I t intend that there lTOuld be any prisoners or war to be trans­

ported? 

A No, but there were other points that Tl8re not contained 

in that order,, either. 

Q · Colonel, you weron I t present at the Regimental CP or 

the accused Peiper, either on the lS'th or the 16th of December, 1 

1944, 1JOre you? 

A No. 

Q And you don 1t knO"IT of your own knowledge Tihat transpir-

ed there on those two days, do you? 

A No. 

PROSEXlUTION (Captain Schumacher) s Nothing further. 

DEFR?lSE (Colonel Everett): • The de~emse hail nothing .i'ur- • • 
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thor on re-direct. 

PRESIDEUT: · Are there any queotiona by any member of 

the court? Apparently not; the witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the Tiibteija, Colonel Rudolf Lehmilnn, having 

been oxoused, llithdr8lT.) 

DEFI::NSE (Colonel Everett): The defense calls, as its 

next witness, Dr. Roli Buchheim. Dr. Leer ,rill conduct the exam­

ination for tho defenoe, and the defense does not contemplate re­

onllinc this Ydttleas. 

(i'Jnereupon Dr. Rolf BuchhOim vro.s duly Bl70rn as a witness 

by the President cf' tho Court. ) 

DR. ROLF EUCHHEILI, a witness for the defense, was sworn 

and testified through an interpreter no followo: 

DIRIDT 1:ICAJ.IIN~TION 

QUESTIONS BY THE DEFllllSE (Dr, Leer) 1 

Q Please give your name to the court? 

A Roll' Buchheim • 

Q And your former rank? 

A SS Oberaturmfeuhrer. 

Q In 11hich unit of the LSSAH were you? 

A I was with the Heavy Battalion, of the SS Panzer Regi-

ment 1. 

Q Do yo~ remember the timo of the Ardennes Offensive? 

A · Yes. 

Q Vlhen did you firot learn about this Ardennes Offensive? 

A I i'ound out for the firDt time about it in t.he afto~-

noon of the l?th of December, _1944. 

Q Where ·did· you !'ind out about it?. , .. ,, . 
·----- ·A I first found out about it in the )huntinc 10dce of the 

• • -·-·• (' •--• I • , '•",. • • " • o 
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forest at Dlankenheim. 

Q On what occasion did you find out about it? 

A I uas called into this hunting lodge, together rlth 

Unteraturmteuhrer Krause and a conference took placo there bot­

Tloen several or the Cor.uno.ndinc Officers·. We wero ·then called in 

at tho end of this conferonce and the problem was discussed with 

us, as to the cormnunicationa with neighboring units. 

Q Wore you present at the meetinc of the Cormnanding 

Officers of the 1st Battalion? 

A Yoe. 

• Where was this meeting? 

• A Thie meeti.ng also took place in the hunting lodge of 

the Blankenheim Forest. 

Q And ,mo mis present? 

A Th' Comes.rd.er of tho ls t Battalion, Pootsohlce, was pre-

•• 

sent, the Adjutant Fischer, and then there was the Commander of the 

let Company: Krernser, tho Co~der of the 2nd Company, Christ and 

the Commanders of the 6th and 7th Companies: Junker and Klingelhoe­

fer - and it is possible that the Platoon Lead~r was - the Platoon 

Leader or the Point was presant also, but about this I oan 1 t aay 

. for. certain. 

Q l'fere there any writUm orders given to the Compa,ny 

c0mman1ers, at this meeting, ffllich they had to sien? 

A No; no written 01-ders wero submitted, there at ~l: there 

were only mcp s. 

Q Was the accused, Peiper, prosent at the meeting or the 

Company Commanders, which you have just mentioned? 

A No, be did not partiCipnte in thia oonte'rence, ,but' it 
1•, P~i•ible ~~t he ,..~t ~ugh 'iii~ ~:m.n~..~~ .~~/~ic~~?-,. 

:~ ·.· ·~•' 

http:Comes.rd.er
http:meeti.ng


he also had to leave the house by the way of this anteroom• 

. Q Did you receive a Regimental order at this t.ime? 

A Yes, I received a Regimental order. 

Q When did you receive thia order? 

A The order came late at night, shortly before we moved 

out. 

Q Were you a Company Commander at that time? 

A I ,ras in charge of the Start Company at that ti.me: 

the Start Compnny or the 1st Battalion, because the Company 

Coromander wao on furlough at that time. 

Q Did you receive the order from. nnyone to give a cer-

tnin speech to. the Starr Company? 

A We were only told to prepare the men tor a rast start 

and, as tar as possible, instruct them as to the si'b.lation. 

Q Did you have the order to instruct your men about pri-

soners or 'WD.r and civilians, that is, in respect to the coming 

otfenBive? 

A We did not receive that order at that time. 

Q At this conference, which you attended, -was there any 

ineinuntion or any demand made, as to prisoners or war, or civil­

ians? 

A I heard nothing about that at this conterence. 

Q Do you remember il', since September, 1944, there ware 

any instructions about the behavior or prisoners oi' war - about 

the behavior toward foreign prisonero or ,mr and deserters, which 

wore given to you? 

A Instructions of that type were given ofton. I don't 

~member ~ot~y in which period they came, but t .h~re -~~o ordero 

out thht instructions concerning this were' to · be ·gi\l'Crl ·~one.tanl.iy~·. 
_...:---=< . ' . '. -: ";·.,: .. ·\<:'-:::,','.··: ... 

.. ··:.-..;,,·.~ 

. '. 
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Q' What vias told, during thes~ instructions, about the 

treatment of prisoners or ,1ar? 

A . The men were .firSt instructed holf to behave themselves, 

in case they themselves were to fall into enemy hands; they were 

told that they would have to destroy secret matters and hem- to do 

it. Then the men were told rrhat to do, ii' they themselves vrere to 

take prisoners: they r.ere told that these prisoners had to be sent 

as fast as possible to the units in the rear. 

Q, ·were there any instruction ahElets issued to the units 

about these matters, which had to be attached to the pay-book? 

A I remember that instruction sheets of thht type wore 

once isoued to the reserve troops - but I've i'orgotten tthen that · 

was. 

Q Did you ever hoar from Company ColJllllllilders that \'tore 

attached to the Combat Grou.\' of Peiper that other methods of fie}lt­

ing were to be used, than had been used before? 

A Ho, ~ never heard anything or that type from any or 

these Company Commanders. 

Q No,1: yo\l said at first that you had received this Reg-

irnental order? 

. A Yes. 

Q Do you still remember the exact na'.toos - I mean, the 

exact contents o:(' that Regimental Order? · 

A Yea, I remember the contents well; however, the exact 

wording I do not remember. 

Q Can you give us the content of that Regimental order? 

Do you Jrnow by whom it was signed and the dnte of issuance? 

A ,Thia Regimental order was a nol"D\!\l tactical combat or-

der, it contained tho usual paragraphs about the position of the 

,·., Elnol!ll, ,our .~ . P~ it~On, ,th~ 1,"0.ute of ~ch, and then thcr8 ms 
I ~ ,,-,',:.• ' ~ • •, •: . ,·: • ,• ' • J ' • • ' ' , 
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a very detailed and exact list r,iving the information of our var­

ious units. Those wore tho main contents of this order; and then 

it contained the usual paragraphs ab..-,ut supply and commun~cation 

and, I think, also about si~ls and the position of the Command­

ing Officer. 

Q Do you lmcr., 1'1hat date this order ca1Tied? 

A I don I t remember that. 

Q Do you know who signod it? 

A It was si~cd by Pe~per. 

Q Did this order contain any other instructions, with 

the exception of thooe thingu that you have al.ready told us? 

A ·With the exception of those tactical instructiollS that 

I have just mentioned, there was nothing else in this order. 

Q For what reason, or lfhy, do you remember the ~onten'U!I 

of this Regimental o!"Cler so exactly? 

• 

A First of all, it was the only Regimental order which 

I received during the entire offensive and I had to pay close 

attention to it, because I was rasponsible thnt the necessary 

oommunioations r.ere to be carried out, whenever t~is was neceso-

• DEFDISE (Dr. Leer): No further questions. 

PROODJOTION (Captain Schwniober) : It it please the 

oourt, ,re have many questions on the cross-examination or this 

rltnoss, nnd I wonder if the' court would Jrlnd adjourllinc a !rm 

;ninutes? 

PRESIDENT: Tho court will recess un~U 1330. 

(Wher'eupon the court, on ·tho direction or the Presi­

dent, recessed until 1330 hours.) 
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CAl1P Il!CUAU, CBRUNY 

24 June 1946. 

J.FlllRNOON SESSIOll 

( V,heroupon the C0urt rooonvenc,d at ·1330 houre.) 

PRESII£UT1 Be eoo.tad. Court will come to ordor. 

PROSECUTION1 Let the rooord show that all roombore of tho 

Court, all ll'Pmbors or tho Prosecution, with tho exooption of Lt. 

Col. Crawford, v.h.o is, absent on bueinees or the Prosecution, and 

Co.pt. 'Byrne, who has bo~n excused by verbal order of the C0 mm.nd--

1ng _General, all Immbers or tho Dofon13i, with the oxoeption or 

Co.pt. Narvid, lir• i'.it,ltar, Dr. Rau, and Dr. Wieland, who are abaent 

on buein1,aa of th~ Defl::mae, all of tho Dotendanta, and the Ropor~r, 

aro present. 

mWNS8 COUNSl1:L1 The Do!\Jnae recalls Lt. Rolf Buchheim. 

ROLF BUCHHIHM, a witnel!IB for the o.oouaod, hR.ving beenp-ovious­

ly sviorn, rosulll3d the witness atand md testified further, through 

an interpretor, as followa1 

• 
PRESIDENT, Remind the witness ha is atill under oath. 

PROSECUTION, Tho witness ia reminded thnt he ia atill 

under oath. 

CROSS EXAMINATION 

Qll'-'STIOJIS BY PROSECUTION (Capt, Sh..,.oker), 

Q Vihat is your first na1r0'l 

A L.'y first nam, is Rolf. 

Q Do you have a middle nan-e't 

A Rolf Carl Otto Ludwig Franz. 

Q You ar" sure your nami, is not Ho.inc? 

A I &Jll aura of that. 

Q Yolt ,;ere in the headquarters company or the, la~ Pancer 

RogitrimtJ is . tla_ t oorroot'l , 

J.. ·· Yea. 



Q You lliOrB an Unt,,rsturmfuehrer , that is a 2nd lieutionant, 

during the timJ or this ofi'eneive? 

A Yeo. 

Q And your hoadquartiors oompnny oonurondor v.ao a man by 'tho 

nairo o r 'Bosbaoh, is that oorroot? 

A Yes. · 

Q Did M oorrmo.nd -tho headquarters co mpany during the off'on-

eivo or during any of tho offanaive? 

A 1n command of tho hoadquartero company 1Jntil I ,-as l'.Ound-

ed on tM 23rd. What happened latnr on I don't know. 

Q Do I understand you to say 'that you conure.ndod the corq,any 

yourself 1Jntil you v;erO woundod on tho 23rd'! Ia that oorreot? 

A Yee. I oomuanded the company as a deputy of Boebaoh. 

Q \'1here. was Boebaoht 

A Boebaoh was on a furloughJ I believe hie mother or eorrubody--

eonsone of his rela tivee had died. 

Q So you were in cormrand yourself of Headquarters Company on 

the 16th .l)eQember, 1944? 

A Yoe. 

PROSECUTION (C~pt. Shumaoker)1 Will the court have the &o­

cused l'/Baring N0 • 41 stand? 

PHESIDENT1 No. 41 stand \JP• 

Q Do you know this aooueod who is standing? 

A Yea. 

Q l'that is his namo? 

,A It is Obersohari'uehror ( T/Bgt.) Oohmann. 

Q Vias he in your company during the tim,of tho Eitel off'onaive? 

A Yoe. 

Q I road you a paragraph !'ram Prosooution'e Exhibit 1!0• P-76 
. • ' . • ' ' • 9 , • ., 

which i s . tile ata.te.,mon; trade m1dttr . oa't!1,.~by t Jte pm .~u ;ave just i~n- • 
0 

0 

tiffed as Oohmmin·. "Oh the eve~ing of 16 J)ooembor 1944 Unteraturm-

http:oorrmo.nd
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tiopa'b3d in the Eitel Offensive. In this epeeoh Untoraturmf'Uehrer 

Buchheim pointed out, among oth9r things, thl\t thB offenaivollhead 

would bo decisive. He also said that.,,, should not to.Jro prisoni,ra 

on. e.oooun.t of the importance of tl\9 offensive, aa wo did not hafl 

auffioient mon to g\lfl.rd thorn." l\o.a thero o.ny oth'lr Unt,raturm!'uohrer 

Buchheim in tha Headquo.rtcrs ~ompany at that tim,, on the 16th of 

DJoember 1944? 

A No, thero V:68 no 0th.or Unteraturmi'uehrer BUCIIBEIM. 

Q I road you anothor portion of Proaooution'a Exhibit No. 

p .. 75, being a atnterrent exeoutedi.mder oath by tM aooused Paul Ooh­

rrann. Or, rather, two paragraphs. "On the 17th O,oember 1944--it 

wu just . starting to get dark--I ee,-,,~ near tho village entrance in 

Engoledorf' about eiglit Junerioan prisoners or v.-er standing on the 

right side of the road 1n front of a house. All these priaonsra 

,ore Arn0rioe.n uniformaJ howover. they did not have steel helrmte on 

o.ny longer. Their hands were ·eithm- oluped behind their neok or 

raiaod aboye their hoods. Vihether thoao priaonera stood in front 

or th11 drivei,ey to a garago I cannot tell any longer •• 'nhen I eaw 

thsue prisonore I w,nt to an SP\'f standing in the inumdiato vioinity 

or tho house in whioh aat Untoreturmfu11hrer IERDJG, Plntoon lead&r 

or t~ 9th Po.nzar Pionoor Company. ~an I eaw the prisoners I ra-­

mmbared th8t imlmdiately ,before departing from Engoladorr Sturmbann• 

tuahrer Poetsohke shouted oom,thing to m, whioh I oould not ma.lee out, 

\\hon I Hw tho priaonora, the shout ·or Bturmbann.tuohrer Poatsohka 

( whioh possibly oould ho.va moan t that prisoners or -.r w,ra to be 

bunped. ord ooourrod to me. I recall recall tliat Unt11ratur1!1fUohrer 

Buahhoima'aid two days previously that w, should not take any pria-­

onor!J. Moreover, I •e in a bad mood booauae I received from Unter-­

sturmf'uehrer Kurt Kramm one hour before tho order to rnain in 

Engeladort".to gua~;d a.bout ~irty '.Amsria~ vahioloa oa~tured ~ , 

· En&0lador!, ns . • '! eis'~t All'drioan pri!lonera of v.11.r,!......Thoae oightw,/1
0 

I aaw at tbs 
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village entre.noe and shot at tM oomi,tory. Tho eight prisonore ~lioh 

I rooeivod fi-om Untoraturmfuehrar Kramm ,-;aitod farther north or tho 

village entrance J they •re still there during the time when I shot 

tha prisoners who I foi.md at the village oniranoo. 11 Art11 you tho 

l!ntorsturmfu1threr Buohho 1m who JtAde a epeooh to Ooh!nonn nnd othor 

rmn undor your oonnnnd on the 16th of DGoembor 1944! 

A I Ml th~ Untereturmfuehrer (2nd Lieutonant) Buchh8im, but 

I did not l!lllke a speech on the 15th• . I had only oolloo~d the rs­

moininta of tho oompm,,y ,,hat was laft from tha reoonnaiaaanoo bBt­

• taUon and 1he signal platoon in order to diaouae _teohnioal prob­

lama with thorn and to give thorn orders for the attach to, bo oxpeotod • 

Q V6s Unteraturmtuahrer Krauser under your command during 

thi:,s offenaiv&T 

A No, at that tiui, t~:tGreturmtuehrer Krauser mo regi100ntal 

signal officer and in that oap~oity my superior. 

• 
Q Did Ooh11'81tn e~r report tx, you about those prisonora or nr that 

he m&ntions he,Ving shot, in Proseoution 1 a Exhibit p ..75 1 port or Ybioh 

baa juat beon read to you? 

• 
A No, Oohmnn did not rr.a!ce a. report about tta t • 

• 
1

Q V,&e Oohmann attong ihoaa nen tho t you say you tra inod 11811 

in the oare and treatrrent ot prisoners or Mlr Prior to this otren­

aive? 

"·· A( I oan no longer aay ix>day if Oohnwlnn took port in t.heae 

inetruotione • 

• Q ven, norrr.ally he -,,ould have. He .,.. in youzo company, 

wu he not'P 

A Yu, but this company ll&B not tM usual oou:q:,~y, it ·only 

oon11i11ted of n signal platoon and a. reoonnaisanoo platoont there-

Q l\a11 .~o~~ ~ ~!th~r. Y?ur. ~-i~al ~r ; yo~ r!oonna; eaanoe 
,.

platoon't 
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A OchtMnn l':aa the loader or thi, rooonnaiaaanoe platoon. 

Q Y.011, wouldn't the leador or th'l rooonnaisaanoe platoon 

~ familiar with the instructions r;iven the n,n in that reoonne.is 00 

ennoo pla.toon, whether he attended the oouraea or instructions per­

sone.lly or not? 

A or oourae he h11d to know it. 

• 

Q 1n other v.crda, if he had killed e.ny prisonors or nr at 

Engdsdorf, what you said prior to tho offens ive could have had no 

infiuonce or baa.ring or account there v.hataoovor1 is that your posi­

tion? 

• 
I£FENSE COlmSEL (Dr. Loodi l'o.y I object to that't I 

think it is a hypothstioa.1 qu&ation ·lllld for thlt reaao~ is not propar • 

PRESID~NT: Objootion suatainsd. 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. , Shurr.aoher)1 

Q Did you say anything prior to tho otronaiva to Oohmann 

or to other m:in 1n your company that could have enoouragod them, or 

civon them permiuion to shoot prisoners of war during this offen­

sive? 

• A No. 

• Q Ae platoon luder or the reoonno.iaaanoa platoon, did 

Oolurann hii:reelf partioipote in tho training of tho m:,n in hia pla­

toon ae to tho tree.Unant to be aooorded prisoners or \\Gr "'-hen oap­

tured't 

A The queation is not quite clear. 

FROSECUTION (Capt. Shwr.~okor}1 w111 ·you road tho qu,s­

tion baok'I I think it ia oloar. 

(\'ihoreupon tho· q~ation was read by the . reporter.) 

PROSECUTION (Capt. Shwnooker)1 Do you still not ~der­

ataud the question? 

A I underatand the quoa~ion th~s ,.,.,y, Khot~.er Ooh~n hi~ait 
0 

partio ipated in 'th.e tnin~~? . 

Q Yea, that is the queatis,n. 

http:Khot~.er


A And how ho was to behave himself towarde tho prisoners 

o f Y,'Br and in t M oaeo--how ho T:88 to behalf himself ae a prieo~er 

of .,,"Br, or in tho oe.ae he would take prisoners of "Mlr. 

Q No•1 is your anal'.or to mr qu~stion th.at ho did part.lo ipato 

in the trkining, thnt he did not partioipato in tho trai ning, or 

that you do not knOl'/ whethor ho d id or notT 

A I don't kno w any more whether or not he partioipated in 

th~ t r ainini; . 

Q That is all I went to kno,•i. No l'/ this mooting that you 

attended at the foroater' e houeo on tbs 16th of December, at Wlat 

ti.me of dny T.ee thnt rrooting heldt 

A Tho oonferenoe of company oomannders took plaoe lo.to in 

·tho af'teM\oon. t don't rerromber the exaot time. 

Q That na the only 100eting you attended; is that oorreott 

A I already o tated in the rrorninc that at the end of a oon-

• 

teranoo of company oonmm.dere I otill had to nnawi,r eomi, taotioal 

questions. 

IBFENSE CotmSEL (la-. Strong)s Thora might be a question. 

!lliotin& of oou-:JW1ding officora, not oonpany eating • 

• DITERPRET8R1 \\"O~ld Ytlu oorroot this, ploase. Not ll)OOting 

of tho 0011:pany oouuoondors, but tt1teting of comnanding officers. 

QlEBTIONS BY PRUSECUTION (Capt. Shutnohor)1 

Q You attendod a mi,eting in the mrning, is that oorroot, 

on the 15th of Daoembelr, 1944? 

A No. 

Q You attended one meeting, then, late in tho afternoon of 

the 16th, ia that oorreot1" 

A Late in the arte_rnoon of the 16th, yoe. 

Q ~nd at tha~ moot_ing the_ followins ~re praeant1 P0otaohkeJ ~ 

the 'oo~ding, offioer of tha .la \ SS ·Pa~ier Bat°t.l'lionf.'., • 
~ . . .. 

•A ~ 
... ~.;,::y~;.:·~.:- • • • ..·... 

q Ff aohar, 
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A Y8 11. 

Q Kretr.ser, too oomnnnding offio9r of thO lat Ponr.or ooq,onyf 

A Yos. 

Q Christ, tho oornJlllding officer or tho 2nd oompany'I 

A Yes. 

Q Junker• the oolll!l'lUlding officer of tho 6th Pm1.er Con:pany, 

and Klingelhoe!Br, tM oo!l!lT8nding officer or the 7th Panzer Company? . 

A Yes. 

Q And you yoursolf'l 

~ Yea. 

Q ' Now, agnin,· the qu'letion I asked you n few ~inutee ago. 

l\hat other than the ?fi!leting that was bald attended by the rren juat 

no.rmd, did you attend youreolr on the 15th of Daoombor, 1944? 

A I already said that I attended the end of a oonferi,noe of 

oommmiding offiaere which took place prior to thia oonferenoe. 

Q \'ih11t p,oplo v.ere present at thnt ·.aoting of commanding 

offioers, tho end or W\ioh you attended, just b,foro :t,hie m,o'ting 

took place? 

A The following '19re pri,nnt1 Peipn, Po11taohko and, 1 

think Diofenthal and several other commanding officers which I 

didn 1 t know. 



1'k #240-SR-6/2/i-l Q Did Y.?Jl jur.;t happen to be in on the end of 

that meeting or were you supposed to have attended from 

beginning to end7 · 

A no, ue had to stay until the end and then we 

were called in in order to ans;rer secret tactical questions. 

Q Whti.t Peiper told Poetschke and lli.erenth11l and 

anyone else who was present during that meeting you· do not 

kna,1, do you7 

A Uo, I don't kna,1 that. 

0 Q Y1llere have you been _held . in c1:1stody up until the 

time of your appearance as a witness in this case? 

A In the camp 01' lloosburg. 

Q Were you carried as a prisoner of war by the' name 

of Rolf Buccheim or ~ your i'ull name that you ga:ve a few 

minutes .go? 

A I don•t know under which name I am carried. 

Q Y~ filled out a :fonn FM-19 that all prisoners 

fill out, did ,you? 

A Yea. 

Q Well, do you kna,T what name you put on .that form? -

A I certainly put dcrrm the name by which I Qill called, 
' ..

Roll, and probably all of the names • . 

Q In what type of vehicle did you travel durinc this 

offensive? 

A I ,1as travelling in an armored signal car. 

Q In what part of the annored column of the Kampf 

...' Group P~iper did you travol? 

A Uoa~ of .~he ~1me I tI_'"':.,velle_d between ~he :dvance · • 

._column andc-~the ma~ coiumn next ,to Poetachke. 0 
• 

Q· }lore ; ou ~1th Pdetschke at tho crossroads south 
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1.7 Decembor 194h. 

un . STTIOim: Objection. Un'y I call the Court1e 

attention to paragraph 17 or the Military Government Rules 

which says tho. t any person other than I.he accused may be 

required to testify before a Military Government Court but 

no witness should be required to incriminate himself. I 

don I t kna:r if this applies here. 

LAW MEI.IDE.rt: In that connection, if the witness 

feels that tho answer to the cpestion will incriminate him, 

he may so state and, of course, refuse to anS\ver the question. 

However/ it is up to th9 witness. 

CAPTAIN SHU11ACKER: I believe, ii' the Court please, 

that the rule also states that there is no obligation to warn 

the, witness of his rights and that he can re~se to testify 

to anything that mieht incriminate him. 

LAW !.!EMBER: The normal procedure is for the Court 

to notify the Tritness that he does not have to answer the 

question if he .feels that it will :incriminate him, and that is 

a poroonal righter the witness and no one eloe. 

CAPTAIN SHUllACKER1 Does the witness want to 

testify as to what he saw at the crossroa.ds south or Malmedy 

on the 17th or December 1941.i or not? 

.DR. LEt"..Jh JJay I object to that question on the 

grounds that the witness alroadY teotified that h~ was not. 

present at the crossroads south of Calmedy? 

CAPTADI SHU1!ACKER: Ir he did I did not !)ear that 

answer. 

LA\'/ L'El.!DER: I believe it . T/as · the tlitness before·. 

this · one 1 • I Wl1 not sure. 

http:crossroa.ds
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CAPTAIN SHUUACKER: \'io can aak tho ,n.tness. 

Did you testily that you ,1ere not at the crossroads south 

of JJalmedy on the a!'t'ernoon of 17 December 191.i4? 

• 

THE WITllESSs I was not asked aOOU.t that . 

Dll. LEER: I ,11thd.rou1 the objection. 

QUESTIOI/S iJY PHO.SECUTIOll ( CAPTAIII S!lUUACKER): 

Q I nm asking the witness nOil, were you at the 

crossroads south or lJalmedy on tho afternoon of 17 December 

194h1 

• 

·(I A I don I t lcncr,·, which crossroads you are talld.ng 

about. 

Q Ii' tho llitnese will come over here I will be 

glad to s ho,, you . 

(Whereupon the l'd tncos left the witness stand and 

took a position near tho map, Prosecution Exhibit Hu.niber J.) 

Q To orientate the witness, Prosecution is pointing 

to its Elchibit P-J. To further orientate 'the witnoss, I nw 

• point to the tO'IYn of Blunkenheim on Prosecution Exh.ibit P-3 

and the ta.'m of Dahlem and thl tmm of HaJ.lschlag and the tmm 

of Lo$heim and the tO'ffll oi' Lanzerath and the tarn or Honsfeld 

and too to.m or l3uellinBen and tho town of Schoppen and the 

tOTm of Ondenval and the town of Thirimont and tha crossroads 

I am referring to is here. at a point southeast of llalmody and 

northanot or Ligfiouvillo, otherrrise kncr.rn as Engelsdol'i'. Does 

the ,1itness now know the crossroads that I am1alkine: about? 

A Yes. 

Q Will you please tako the stand ngain? 

(Wha't'cu})on the witness r~eµme~-: ~~c; ~taos& ~tand.,) ' 

\';m ~(ru, tell ' the C°'¼,rt .wh.ether Or not you. we·~e at that 
1 
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crossroads that has just been pointed out to you on 

Prosecution Elchibit P-3 on the afternoon of the 17th o:r 

December 1944? 

A Or course; I was t~avelling on this road in 

my car as all the other cars or the comba,t. group. I drove 

through in my car very fast since I had remained behind the 

advance group o.nd met the comb:lt group again at a place 

where the road makes a right angle about 400 meters in front 

of theta.-m d: Engelsdorf. There we ntopped since part of the 

combat gro.ip had met enemy resistance and ·r had to stop. 

Q In othe'r words, L1eutem111t Buchheim, your memory 

is very dim as to what you saw and heard when you went between 

Thil•imont and a point 400 meters north of EnBelsdorf, is that 

right? 

A On this road a column of American vehicles was 

atandine • 

Q Lot me interrupt_ yOll. Is ·your recollection 

coming l-ack to you now as to 17hat you oavr at the crossroads? 

A On the crossroads proper I did . not-oeO anything, 

Q Dut you were at the crossroads, is that right? 

A Yao, I travelled through it, 

Q And where were tha!Je vehicles that you saw with 

respect to the crossroads? 

A They were s tan'cling on the road .from 1Ialmedy to 

Engelsdor1', I can no longer tell the exact distance from 

the crossroads, l'fo had travelled the other way and then 

t11rned around on the main road. 

Q In other ·"ITords, when you got -to , tru: ' main r 6ad ,' . .. 
1d8.d1ng i'rom 11:"1medy io En.gelsdorf, yO\l made a lefthnnd 



.. 

to proceed southwardly, is that not correct? 

A Yes. 

Q And these vehicles that you s avr were then parked on 

tho ~ighthard side or tho road headed soutlmardly towards 

Engeledorf? 

Lm. S 'l'RONG: Objection . Tho question is 

clearly leading. 

LA\'l L!ElJBER: L1r. Strong, on cross examination 

leadinc queations are permitt~ . 

QUESTIOIIS DY PROSECUTIOII : 

Q \'Oicre were you when these prisoners of Tfar 11ero 

shot there, Lieutenant Buccheim? 

A Which pria cmers o!' war? 

Q You did not oeo any prisoners of war there at the 

crossroads, did you? 

Q Al.i ve or dead? 

A Uot at all . 

Q And your o;iresight is good, Lieutenant i3lchheim? 

A Yes. 

Q About mtat time or day was it when you aot to 

thi3 crossroads? 

A It micht have been lato in the afternoon. 

Q l7ore .my Gorn..:in vehicles there at the time, --

tanks , SP7i1a ar other vehicles? 

A I can't say that exactly. 

Q The liehts on yow.• vehicle were not buming, 

,re_ro , t !1~y? 
• • :...-,f'v/1°·1··· •· ·' 

A. ti~, it was o;"Ul .,li«ht. 

Still liaht? 



11< //246..sn-6/24-6 ,\ Yes. 

Q As you made thio l eft turn, did you .see a house 

on the righthD.nd side of the street aftur making the left 

turn? 

A I cannotromembo:i:- that there wa9 a house on this 

crossroads. 

Q Did you aeo any hO\lse or other typo of building 

burninc at the time you made thio left turn at t lie cros:iroads? 

A I don•t know that o.ny more . 

Q Did you not just soy you did not oven see a house 

there? 

A I can no lof\Gcr remember to have seen a house. 

Q You were not in a tank, were you'! 

A Yoo, I was in nn armored signal car. 

Q In other words·, a half-track, a SP','/? 

A Yes, a half-traclt, SFi'f, 

Q Thero wa:J nothing to prevent your seeing prisoners 

of war there if they wo re t here, was there? 

A · 'Iil the car? 

Q If there were on the richthand aide or this road 

immediately south of thG intersection some 20 to JO meters 

from tha road, 80 to 100 bodies of American prisoners or r.a.r 

you .rwld. certainly have seen them, lTould you not1 

A Ir I ltould have looked into this direct.ion I 

must have seen them because my eyesight is good . 

Q Liout~nant atccheim, this ia nstoundi.ng news 

to yc,,.1. richt. na.·1 that there were any prieonera or rrar killed 

http:nstoundi.ng
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Q This i s the first time you ever heard about 

it, just when I menti oned it a minut8 ago? 

A Yes . 

bAPTAD·l Sl-RJHACKER: That is all. 

REDIRF.CT ETJJ.CUlA'llOll 

QUESTIOJIS BY Dfil'El/SE comiSfil. (DR. LEER) : 

Q i'nmn did you eet to the Headquarteia Company 

of tho l s't ~ ttalion'l 

A I came to the Headquarters Company in S0 ptomber 

1944. 

Q One other quoa tion. When you were travelling 

in your oignal car, were you cons tantly looking out or the 

car or did you have other duties in your cnr? 

A During the 11holo trip vre had to per.form signal 

conununication and uzy- main duty ' durine thie· trip was tho 

supervision or the whole s ignal company communication.s. 

Q You just said you were trD.volllnc behind the 

point. In wldch place of the marching columna vtere you? 

A I already. said that most or the tim~ the point 

\YQS tra.velline between tho advance element and the main 

croup•. 

Q Your attention was just dra\·m to a crossroads. 

Do you romombor r1hother the first vehicles or the group 

were travelling by way or those crossroads without stopping? 

A Do you menn th':! American vehicles? 

~ No,. the Gorman vehicles which rrere ahead or you'/ 

A ;t have already said that I had remained bohind ~ 

" 

. ···~ o~~?l\~h~~~-~:-~.J!a ~!~~l: · : ·i~r1:~e~~~~-·-n1 ! :~Uldn1::~·)~:..M · . ~ ~~ ·· : t 
soe it 'a~Y. m~re·• • ·.+ only me t_ this ;ank acain sl},ortly• before we 

11).iccheim-Rediract) 
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reached Encelsdorf . 

DR. LEEn: Ho further queotiona . 

RECROSS EXALIINATIO!l 

QUEST.IONS BY PRC6ECU1'IOII (CAPTAIN SHUJ.!ACKER): 

Q You say nol'mally you were travelling between 

the advance element and the main body, is that correct? 

A Yes , 

} Q By advance el emen~, what do you mean, Aro 

• you talking a bout the point platoon or are you t~lking 

about the whol e combat eroup consisting of the lat Panzer 

Datta.lion and the 3rd Panzer Grenadier Battalion? 

A ~ am talking a bout the entire combat group . 

Q In other words, normally you were travelling 
I 

behind the entire combat group, ie that Cllrrect? 

A Hot behind tho entire combat group but behind 

tho advance element corabat group • 

' 
Q Is the advance element that you are talking 

aboui, IJ.eutenant Buchheim, just the point platoon? 
1 

• A no, that is the so-called l ~ading platoon. 

Thon the companies follow Panzer Companies, SPif Cornpanieo, 

etc . 

Q And you were , between the advance element, as 

' You call it, and the Panzer Companies and the 'SPiT 

Companies? 

A I waa between the advance element and the rcet 

o~ the combat croup, the so-col.led ·main body. 

_ , , ¢A1;1'¥N...~~CKER: ~f t~e C?W"~ ·. pleA!le;: :i:. azn · 
1 

sorry I hav~- ~~-~ta~· s~·~ch t~e ~£ the ;C~t ~~ I ''?ant 



. to find out where the v1itnees was in thio column and it 

is not clear to me. 

Q1Jf.'l1'IOIJS DY PROSECU1'IOH (CAPTAlll SJIU1tACKEn) : 

Q What vehicles of what units were ahead of you 

in the column? 

A Ahead of me in the column there were vehicles 

of the Panzer Company, as well as vehicles of the 

Diefenthal Battalion and the Panzer Pioneer Company. 

Q Were all tho tanks and SP"rtl s of the Pioneer 

Com;>any Diefenthal 1s Battalion and tho Panzer Battalion 

ahead of you or just o. portion o! them? 

CAPTAIH SHUJ.tACKER (To Interpre~er): Just a 

minute, I don 1t think you interpreted all of my question. 

(To Reporter): Will you please read the question, 

JJiss Reporter? 

(Whereupon the last queotion was read by the reporter.) 

THE \'11'l'tru5S: Only a portion was ahead of me. 

QUESTIONS DY l'ROSECUTIOll: (CAl'TAitl SHUl!ACKEn) 

Q You were riding richt behind the Battalion 

Comraander, Sturmbanntuehrer Pootschko, is that correct? 

A In this moment of the attack I was driving right 

behind Poetschk.e. 

, Q When did Poetschke 1s tank increase the interval 

between his tank and your SPIT and you lost sight of him? 

\'fuen was that? 

A The interval increased shortly before the· town 

· ,. attar Eng~lsdorf, - Thirimont, . or something like tha:i.t! 
, · . c ,' •. ···., . , .·•... ; ... 

Q You mean before Engelsdorf instead of after. ,. . ... 
Encelsdor.r, do yoo. ·~ot? 

0 



Tk #246- sn-6/24-10 Q A!ter Poetschke 1s tank got out of your aight 

there was no othor tank that you could see or no other 

German vehicle of any type that you could see in front 

of you along the road, is .tho.t correct? 

A No, there was no other vehicle there. 



Q Row long do you think it took you from ''i'hiriJnont to 

-..hord you caught . up with Poetsahlco 1 e Pan::PJr? i. thinlc you 011.id . 

a.ppro.xir-..ately four hundred meters North or Engelsdorr. 

A I can't say exactly. 

Q Did yo,J. stop anywhere or did hh vehiclo just tra.vol 

more rapidly than yours? 

A I had to stop eevera.l t~mee, because it was very diffi-

oul"t to maintain the signal cClml?lunioa.tion in a travelling vehicle. 

Q And how ma.ey stope do you think you mado botwoen 

Thirimont and EngelcdorG:? 

A At beet, two tim03• 

Q And when you stopped, you stopped just long enough to 

eeta.blish ccmmunicution and oend and receive a. message; h that 

right? 

A Yoe. 

Q At no time betweon 'l'hirimont o.nci .Engeladorf did you he~r 

o.ny ahooting ....tiatever, did you1 

A Yes, the shooting went on oon!Jtantly, sinoe ~ had met 

tho enemy. 

Q "hero did you see tho e nomy?. 

A I, myeolt, didn't soe the enemy o.ny more,, only ' tho effect 

of the e~emy. 

Q lllat type Of shooting did you hear betweon Thiril!lont and 

Engoladorr'.? 

..\ 'I'ha.t wo.e anti-tank and e.rtillery .fire. 
. . 

Q 'Nae the fire .from Germ.n anti-ta.nk: wee.pons or artillery 

pieces, or !'ire frcto. ene.'ny pieces of the erune no.tu.re, or could you 

'. 
A • That is ·ver~ ha.rd to d'isti~guiah .with the eo.r, Most 

http:no.tu.re
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probably shooting went on rrom· both aidoth 

Q I run aolcing you now vha.t you knon. Do yoU know whether 

it oamci from your enemy or from your own pieocie? 

A I don't know the.t. 

Q Did you soe any A"!lerioa.n ardllery pioo'.)e or llllti..tank 

pieoos anywhoro between Thirimont and _Engclador!'? 

A Between Thirimont a.nd Engelsdorf I only saw tho American 

vehiolac. ste.:arling on th~ road, and later on in Engaledorr propar, 

a Shor:no.n. 

Q When did Bosbaoh go on furlough a.nd. leave you in oom:na.nd 

of your Hea.dquartars? 

A It lllls a few days before vro mov~d out of our quo.rters in 

Ahrem, 

Q Wo.s tha.t in tho month of Doottnbor,or was it in NovS11ber, 

or r.hen YIO.B it? 

A Aooording to uiy estimo.te it was about tha 11th or 12th 

of December, 

CAPT. SUULtACKi~h No further recross. 

DEFENSE, Ho further r-,direot, 

PRESIDENT1 Any questions by the Court? 

·EXAMINATION DY 1118 COURT 

QUESTiO!lt) BY' IAW JJ.EUB=ll, 

Q · Did. Gruhle have you read and sign a paper at the meeting 

ot Comp!!,,ny Ucm:nand"or11 in Blankollheim Woods? 

A 1fe had to sign a t1ooumcnt, l'lh.loh obliged us to b, ailont 

about ffllat 1'18.S disouased at this meeting Ulltil the attack ;ro.u 

sta.rtod. I donl'tt know whether Gruhh aub:litted this deoument to . 

me, . but I don't think ao since I was r1n1ponaible to the lat Battalion, 

PRESIDENT, Any other qu_ea~iona?. 

" :. P~oSsClJr~:o~ (CAPT: .~~CKER), . One ~athor queati'on. pl~a.sc~ 

http:estimo.te
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REC,,OSS EXAUIU.\TION 

QUSSTIONS BY PROSECUTION ( CAl'T, SIIW.ACKER) 1 

Q \Vo.a it !lot Fiaoher 'Who submitted 1.his pa.per, the e.dju-

ts.nt of the ba.ttu.lion, that you o.nd tho other of!'loora Gigned'l 

A Tna.t ia ponibla. 

PH:OSECUTION (CAPT. SUUMA.CKE2) 1 Nothing fu.rther• 

PRESIDENT I Any other quaationa by the Court'l Appa.rontly 

not, tho witness la c,xo4oed. 

(Ythoreupon the excused witneuo withdrew.) 

D~EN.SE1 'l'he Defense oa.lls a.a ha next witneso, \ie.lter 

Kropp. Dr. Leiling will oonctuot tho direct exOJllina.tio:i on hobo.lt 

oi' tho Defenso, o.nd the defense dof'Ja not . oontempla.t'-' rooa.lling 

. this witneaz,-

\'IALTFll KRoPP, oo.llcd o.s o. witness for the Defense, being first 

duly sworn, t,utifled t _hrough a.n interpreter a.s follows 1 

DmECT EU.~INATION 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (DK, LEILINO) 1 

Q Villl you ate.to your ruune to tho Court. 

A Yki tor Kropp, 

· Q Your e.g~'l 

A Twenty-three yea.rs old. 

Q Did you ever belong to tho Yilffen-SS? 

A Yes, 

Q Are you presently a prhoner or war? 

A Yos. 

Q...- \'ihere &.re you boing held in custody? 

A C&mp Daohau. 

Q Vihioh unit did you belong to prior and after the Eitel 

· Ort'ensive? 

A llea.dqwi.rtera Cosr.pa.ny or tho Panta~ Regiment' n~. 1. · 

.~io~ ~p~·~{ti~ti·aic1:·yo§\01d
0 

bstor
0

a ~nd ~i~;r :~e 8ire1 
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orrensive? 

A Secom olerk in 'the ato.r!' or tho Regiment. 

Q fflia.t wore your duties o.s aeoond clerk? 
1 

A I was in oha.rge or tho regiatrtt.tion o.nd the diatributlon 

or ordor!J• 

Q Did you over lott.rn a.nythinG about an order wlth roreroooo 

to the Eifol Ofi'ousivo'l 

A Yes. 

Q l'ftte:::i r.a.s thh ordor written in tho i-et;!mente.l ordorly room? 

A During tho night rro;n the 16th to tho 16th of Deooir'.bor. 

Q Did you soe how it wao ..ritten'l 

A Yea. 

Q · l'iho wrote it? 

A Untersoha.rfuehror (Sorgoo.nt) Evora. 

Q Yl\io was Sgt. Evers? 

A Ile wae the first oombe.t olerk, 

Q :Wa.s that oorroot, "combat olerk11 you aaid7 

A Yee. 

Q Did you road tho juat mentioned order? 

A Yea. 

Q On td,.ioh oooaaion did you read it'l 

A I put it i~to the envelopea in order to isend thsi to the 

various units, and wrote tho addresaas. 

Q How long was thia order'l 

A Two typowritten pases. 

Q Do you remsnbor the contents or tho order? 

A Yes, 

Q l'iha.t no the oontents'l 

, ,A It o!)n't&ined the mo.rob order or the a·rm~red u1~.its· r_rczm 

· · the ·s.s~embly aroa. ·. ··,·.. ,.
·>' (~,:;,~/~'f ~;~{ ·. 
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Te.,..::!47 
r.h-5 Q Toll the Coitrt ever:rthing you knew about thio ord~r. 

A. · I't contained tho march order 0£ the armored units in 

the assembled aree. and the composition or the various unite, o.nd 

the me.rob order., 

Q. Did it say anyth i ng, this order, about tho troatment or 

prisonoro? 

A llo., 

Q. )fo.s thoro anythi??g contained with roferenoe to tho treat-

ment of Belgian civilians? 

A· No. 

Q. Did it, say anything about tho rollcwing, thnt c. 11 'i'.ave 01' 

terror tu•J.l !'right . ha.d to proceed tho troops?" 

A No, 

Q. 'r'a1en ns thi3 order issued? 

A During tho night £ran the 16th to the 16th or December. 

Q 'nhcn, during tha nighU 

A I don1 t know that oxnotly, 

Q. Approximately? 

A · At midnight. 

Q Since wh·en did you work as a aeooDd ol8rk with tho regiment? 

A Sime August 1943. 

Q. Subsequently to that, did ~ou i;articipate in the Eifol 

Ortendive? 

Q Thy not? 

A I was with the supply unit , 

i>EFEN~E (OR; LEILING), No t'urther questions, 

DEFENSE, You may o.ro,s', 

CROSS EX/J.!INATIO!I 

QUESTIO!IS BY PROSllCIITIO!l (MR. ·;EL01JITZ) I i 

Q Kropp, do <"'you know 'mlere Evers 1a 'today?
• • ):J . 

(Kropp - Cro811) 1 " ,. 
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A Ile h probably o.t hctno. 

Q Do you k:iow Ythcre the copio s or th'J regimental order 

tho.t woro publish~ went to ? I 'Nill withdraw that and ms.ko it 

olearer. You .sto.ted thnt the racirnonte.l orders Trere plo.oed in 

anvolopoa o.nd sent out. Do you rooo.11 that? 

A Yes. 

Q To l'hom wore they a.ddroaacd? 

A To tho units or the s.rmorod troopaJ to tho unite whioh 

W~T'., under i ta c Q!cJ!lnd • 

Q Do you mean to tho oormanding officer or ea.oh .or 'Che unita? 

A Yea. 

Q \',ho waa y:>ur Compaey CCl!ml&ndc>r? 

A lot Lt. Mc.euler. 

Q Did he give 11. apeeoh to your ocmpany before> the ct' i'enstvo? 

Q l ou nro sure of that? 

A Yoe• 

PHOSECUT.lOi (UR. ELOVlITZ) 1 Tha.t le ,o.11, 

Dgi;'El flSE:1 Nothing 1'\trthor . 

PP.E$IDtNt , Any•questiona by the Court? Appo.rently. none, 

tl'.e witness. is exouo!Y-, 

(\\hereupon the oxoua&d witnou withdrew.) · 

DEFENSE, The Dotenae c&lle 1u its noxt witneu Ca.pt. 

Ernst Otto, Dr. Leilinc will oonduot tho diro·ot ox.o.=nins.tion on 

behalf or th'J Defense, and the Defense dooa not oontempla.to recall­

ing this wltneas. 

ERNST OTTO, oallod as a. witneu tor the Deforu:ie, being first 

duly aworu, te11tiried through a.n intorpreter o.e follo·NS 1 

DIRECT EXA!liltA'l'ION 

• QUESTIOUS BY DBF'EllSS (DR, LEILING) 1 . . 
Q Sto.te yo\lr nac:e to" tho" Court, 
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oh-i J,. Ernst Otto. 

Q 'I.hat lo your first nome and whioh 1s tho fumily name? 

A My la.st Mme is Otto! 

Q Did you ffVor belong to the Wafren-SS'/ 

A I a.m a m«:ibor or 't.no ne.rren-S5 sinoe 1940. 

Q ·11niat wo.a ' your la.st rl'.nk in th') \fl\ffou-SS? 

A Ilauptsturmfuoh rer (Co.p"t;0.1nJ. 

Q Are . you presently a prisoner or wa.r? 

A Yes. 

Q Yihere a ro you bel t1g held in oustody? 

A In Ha.llein, nt So.hburg, Austria. 

Q Hov, did you get to Do.ohn.u? 

A I was oolled to DacM.u lo.at week. 

Q Did you nvor belong to tho 1st SS Pao~or Regiment? 

A Since llny 1943.• 

Q Yihich position did you hold in thh rogbnont during tho 

:Sti'ol orronsivo? 

A From Ootober 1944 until April 1946, I WD.B in ohargo or 

du, oupply omipany or tho ht SS Pan£or Ila'tta lion. 

Q Yih o wa.a in oha.rgo or this ComFt1.ny? 

A The Company oelonged to the lot Bo.tt,.lion, to Poetsohke. 

Q Was it only in oha.rge or the ortioe supply or this lat 

Batto.lion! 

A No , it wa.:, roopc;ullble for tA• auppJ.y ot tho -,ncir-, 

a.nnorod r;rouP. 

Q Uh.ere v:nl'I ynur C,t'. luoo.ted before tne t:.if"l urrenu.-vu 

Vl6-S s'to.rted? 

A In BJ.ii,all" 1m. 

Q l\huro MU your Cumman.i. Poet on UI"' lotil. of Uooe:r.her, 

A On ttle lo?1, ot lJeouci>er I waa i n 'tha Bl.tl.n1eeni11um Forest. 
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or Deoember? 

· A Yes , on 'cile 16th or lJeoe:noer a oupply oonf'oronoo t:Ooll: 

plaoe. 

~ Diu you pa.rdoipa.to 1n t~io ooru.·erenoo? 

A Yoo. 

Q To "MllOh time of the a11y aio it tnko pla.oe? 

A It we.s late in tho afternoon, o.:c a._bout 1600 n.our:i. 

~ ffilero? 

A In the Hogimenta.l Command Pust. 

Q l'iho r.u.s present at 'th.ls oont·ereme? 

A Tue 1·011owing persoae wore prosont a.t thio conro rttnoe, 

the Regimentc.l A.o.jublnt, Gruhle, the Rochnental Physician, S1ok'el, 

then th., H.egb:iental .imgineer, Guolden, the Comme.!D.er or the Ordnanoo 

Company, Stoeokol, the A.djutant or tho Battalion No , 601 Kalonowaki,
1 

tho Como.anders or tho Supply Companioa, lat Lt. Vogt, ht Lt, Luedecke, 

e.nd. J!IY!lelr. I don•t kno,, oxaotly W1sthor or not 2nd Lt, Fiaohor wo.a 

presant too. 

Q i'iho oonduoted this oon!'Or,.,noe? 

A Capt, Oruhlo • 

Q . Do you know Capt. Gruhlo? 

A 

q r101.1ld you bo able t:o rooognbe him if you M>ro ·to see him 

today? 

A Yes. 

Q 'r7ou1rl you take a look at the aoouaed and ficd out 11.ho ho 

is? 

A llo. 19. 

Q 'bat ho.pponod at thh oon!'ereme? 

A At this oon!'erenoe tho ma.pa wore shown to us and.tho 

route or our m&roh 'MUI pointed ou.t to us, t.li.o code namos tor . certain 

towns or oerta.1n plaoes in the a.roti. wore dra.wn' into ~ :, map, and 

(Otto - Diroot) 
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subs '34'.10::itly Chpt. Gruhlo to.lkod ~o us about our poGit ion _in our 

orders. 

Q Did Oruhle road fran an order? 

A No. 

Q ¥,hat did h~ dn1 

A llo explo. iMd the aituo.tion to un on tho basis o!' notes o.nd 

Q Was there anything so.id about prisoners of wn.r at thie 

oonterenco1 

A No. 

Q 1tiloh gen~ral inatruotionn oxhted wid1 your unit with 

referonoi, to tli.o talcing of prisroorn of war? 

A. Prisoners of nr ; ere to be ta.ken to the (J...l, without a.ny 

furthi,r interrogation. 

Q Wi,re there any othor ordors? 

A Tho weapons wore to be tUen ~v.uy from the prisoners and 

the prisoDors oore to bo evaluated, Nothi nl£ elso was ordered. 

Q How lon~ did the oonroreaae last, the one you juSt me.n--

tioned before? 

A 'l'he oon!'oi"enoe laeted for a.bout 'tWO hours. 

Q. Was Gruhle pre3ent a ll the · time? 

A. He loft tlie roam sovera.1 ti.r.,,ae "Mlen the drawings in the 

map were mo.de, for a abort Mile. 

Q Uo you know Mother or not there ,..,re other o onfere:ncea 

on tho Command Post at tho sOJDo t.imo 'When this oonfereno11 took pla.oe? 

A At ths beGinning of ou: oonterenoe there was a. meeting of 

oom:aanding ofi'iotira. 'When the meeting or the Cormanding Offloors 

ho.d terminated, ~o Commanding Offiocrs lert the rocan and wo went 

lnto t.\'1e r"oom and tho oonferenoe wn.s continued. 

~ During this oon!'erenoe, did Gruhle say anything about the 

(Otto - Dir~ot) 



tre!l:bn~nt of' Belginn civilians? 

A No. l'hera 1ras no te.lk about oivilin.wh 

Q Dld• you evor reaeive e.n order in ffl'iting c.bout that ,·,tie.t 

you hon.rd o.lree.dy? 

A Yo3. During this oon!'eronoo we w5"e told thti.t t.h.e order 

in m-iting in the first plo.oe, the nxo.ot me.rah order, would bo 

isaueti in the owning. 

Q \'!hen did you reooi79 the ontor? 

A Shortly before midnight, 

Q Yihere? 

A In the evening in the Regimttnto.l Con:man:i Poot. 
0 

Q l!o,,. wa, th•t poosible? 

A My C<."!mne.nd Post v.as located abo~t 50 nl3tere B.l',B.y trcm 

the Regimen·tal COl!O'l:incl Post, e.nd in tho evening I v:aa at the 

Regimentu.l Command P03t several times. 

DE?ENSE (UR. LEILIN0) 1 I tava o. fey, more questiono, 

but thio wauld be I\ good tune to stop. 

PRESlUENt1 'i"ho Court will roous until 1630. 

(l'lhoreupon at 1600 hours the Court rooeeeed.) 

(Otto • Direct) 
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(\'/hereupon the court reconvened .at 1530 hours.) 

PHES;t,DENT: Court will come to order. 

PROSEX::UTIOU: If the court pl ease, lot the record show 

thnt a.11 mc.11.0ers of the court, all members of the prosecutio; with 

the exception of Lt. Col. Crawford, who iu abaent on business for 

tho pronecution, and Captain Byrne, who has b~cn excused upon verbal 

order or the Commanding Genera1, all members of the defense with 

the oxccption of !.ir. Walters, Dr, Rau, Dr, Wieland, who nro absent 

on business for the dofonfJe, all of tho defendants and the reporter 

are prefJent. 

DEFENSE COUUSEL: The defense recalls Captain Ernst Otto, 

ERNST OTl'O, a vdtness for the defense, having been 

r ecalled, resumed the stand and testified further through an 

interpretor as follovra: 

PHOSEX::UTION: The witness is reminded that he is still 

under oath. 

QU!S1'IONS BY DR. LEILillG: 

Q You have talked about the Regimental Order before 

receos, Did you read the contents of thiu order -- Regimental 

Order - exactly? 

A Yea. 

Q Can you toll the court the oubstance of that order? 

Yea, The Regimental Order consioted of the enorny 1s 

position, the only position as known; the mission was stated 

briefly, the neighboring units and the route of march, tho time 

for jwnping off, the otnrting point, the Officer in charge of 

ota.rting, the fonnation and march was tho main wbjoct of the 

whole order and was 1:1et down in detail. 'fne ne},.-t point was the 

supp1:, met:.oures ta~en~ ,1;,h; ~ re of ~e wounded, the , locati~n .ror 

the Ol'dn~ ce COmpa.n; , cOmmunicationa, th~ meaning of ~la.re~ arid 



signals, and tho position or the Commanding or.ficar. 

Q Wau anything written in that order ::i.bout trcutrnent or 

prisonor3 of \·t1r? 

A No. 

Q Did this written order havo anything to say about the 

treatment of ·Belgian eiviliuno? 

A Ho . 

Q Do yqu know of any order, being written or oral, or 

only a directive., which vra3 is:.ued in connection with th.e Eifel 

Offensive and had a bearing on the treat ment of prisonero of war 

or civiliu.ns? 

/1. . No, I don't know.· 

Q To your knowledge, was it ever :;aid unofficially that 

priooners of v.ar were to be shot ? 

A No. 

Q Or th.:it Belgians civiliuno· \'let•e to be shot? 

A No . 

Q \'/3.0 thu.t written Regimental Order \'1hich you have juot 

mentioned a secret order? 

A Yes, I think it was classified 11 '£op Secret11 • 

Q Did you have, to sign a receipt for it? 

A Yes. 

Q \'lho did you hu.ve to receipt for it? 

A j',.t tho Regimonta.l C.P. 

Q I ohould like to draw your u.ttention to Doc ember 16; 

did you, on that day, .participate in any other conferences which 

the subject of which \'r.l.S the Eifol Orfensive? 

A The Co:npany Canmo.ndora mooting of the First Battalion 

was hold ohortly after midnight. 

Q welro you present there? 

. . A. • .I waa pt,:CSCJ)~ t_l-i'ore· f9r abOUt 45 m:nutett until sup!J.ly0 

matter~ fo,i-o discua"aed. • · 
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A I then went back t o the Company in ordor t o take meaoureo 

for moving out. 

Q Who held tho.t meeting? 

A l.{ajor Poetochke. 

Q Who participated in that meeting? 

A All. Co.11pany Co:wnanders; that i:J, dhriot, Junker, 

Klingelhoefer, Kranoor, the Adjutant i,~bchor, and I. 

Q Did Sternt:ibeclc und Ochnulnn talte p1rt ? 

A I c:m 1t oay for suro, 

Q \'lh~t wao oaid at that meeting? 

A The Reeimontal Order was diacuosed thoroughly and 

particularly the march formation, 

Q \'lo.s that all? · 

A To introduco the 01'Cler Pootachke oaid a £ow vrordo a.bout 

tho mcaninc of the offcnaive. 

Q In order to exclude any doubt, could you reproduce theoe 

wordo aa clearly ao poooible? 

A I can reproduce the suboto.nce of theoe sentencco , 

Q Do that please? 

A Poetschke snid in his curt military mrumer: 110bviously 

we all rea.lize that thi!l offensive is to bring the deciaion to the 

wost nnd laet reeorvea are being used for that purpose.' OUr 

mission is to bretl.lc through as rapidly as p~saible without paying ~ 

o.ny attention to the rest of our flunks, and our goals ,·d.ll be reached 

under nny conditiono. T'ne success will depend mainly on the energy 

and attacking spirit of the tanks. I, th~refore, require evocy 

man nnd oflicer to do his utmoGt. n 

Q In the couroe of thio c~ni'erence did Poetschke, or 

anybody el:Je, mention the treatment of prioonoru or wu.r? 

~ No, it was not me.1.tioned. 

Q Was ~h~ treatment Ro£ civili~s. d.iscuased? 
J .... 

A Ho, nothing wao.. oaid abou~ civilians ~ither. 
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Q V,aa Peiper p r esent at t his meetine; ? 

A Ho, but it 111ight be po iJ ~iblc that he went through the 

room because the meeting took place in the Reeimental C.P. 

Q Did Peiper ' tcu.k t o you? 

·A No, Peiper didn't tnJ.lc, 

Q Was Gruhle present? 

A Ho, Gruhle was not preoent . 

Q \lfnere did you go aft er t i1e conference? 

A To the cornpany. 

Q Do you know if the conference continued after you l eft? 

A Yea, the org_ani zation of the 1narchin8 colurnno and the 

behaviour during the ~tt ack were to bo diocus sed opecifically. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL (Dr. I.ei.li!"g): No further questions . 

DW~ 5E COUNSEL: You may cross-examine. 

1<: .:mosS-ElCA!!DJATION 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECIJ'rION: 

Q Captain otto, how long did you st.o.y after this supply 

meeting was over? 

A Sunday n£ternoon, 15th or December . I l oft after the 

conversation ended. 

Q Immediately Q.('ter tho conversation ended? 

A Immedintcly n!'ter the completion of the Conference, 

Q Did you attend the tactical meeting tliat took pla~e 

before the supply m~eting? 

A No. 

Q You don 1t ·lmow Y1hat took plo.ce there? 

A No , I don 1t know, 

Q What specific inutructiono did Gruhle give you as to the 

location of fuel dumps, o.mmunition dwnpe and rood, dwnpa at the 

· meeting? . 

A That wa.a•mentioned. '111,e firot re.fueling was to take 



place in the Schmidtheim Forest; if the situation would permit 

it again a t the railroad s t ation in Loscheim; and the next refueling 

waa to take place in the area of Stavelot. 

Q Did you follow along the r oute of ma r ch wi t h t he combat 

team? 

A No, I could not follow the c ombat group because the roads 

were j o.rorned to such an extent that ,1e a rrived at the Loscheirn 

railroad station on the 17th, 

Q Whnt ti.tie did you arrive ther e? 

A Shortly before noon at the Loscheim railroad st ation. 

I then rcfuolod the battalion 501 l'lhich was about 12 o 1clock. 

Q Did you go forward f1-o:n there'/ 

A From there I proceeded to Lanzerath nnd at La.nzerath 

opened a forward measnge ceriter, and r~turned to Sclvnidtheim in 

order to requisition more fuel. 

Q Did you go for1rord beyond Lanzerath at any time during 

the ortennive? 

Yeu, on the 18th I \'las in Honsfeld , In Honateld I 

round out that the roo.d tor marcliing was not to be used. tor 

wheeled vehiclea, and on the 19th I went paot Lllnze1•ath to 

D~SE COUNSEL (Dr. Lei.ling}: If it pl ease the court, 

I should like to object to this line of questioning. It ms not 

part of tho direct examim1tion or this witnesa, 

PROSECUTION: If thC court please, ho teotit:i.od about 

the orders, on the route of march, the misaion, and a great many 

other things . He 1a testifying of hb o'tm Jcnowledg'e, He testified 

all about the Jll'eparations and I believe he qualifieo to tcatity 

on cross-~o.tion about o.nythin& ho know11 about thio .particular 

offenaivc. •It. d.o~s not: neceaearily have to ba ·brought out on 
' .. .·.. (' . . ,· 

direct cxwninat.ion, 
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DE?El4SE COUIS EL (Dr. Lolling ) : If it please the court, 

he teati!ied to issu e a of order, not t o his ovm participation in 

the whole Eifel Offenaivc, 

PRE3IDEin ': The objection is sustained. 

QUESTIONS BY Pi105Ex;UTION (Continuing ): 

Q Wtio ther e any other officers in the Supply Company, other 

than yourself? 

A Ye:i. 

Q Who was that? 

A Lt, Sethean n.nd Hanns, the AdministratiVe Officer, and 

the Battalion Ei1gineer, Diefenthal. 
Q Do you know where the moat forwar d nupply dump was esta.bliohed? 

A No supply dump vrab opened up but the foremost vehicles 

were five kilometer:i in front of Stavelot . 

Q Did Gruhle civo you any inotructiono about prisoners of 

nar? 

A No . 

Q Did you infonn the men to man the supply dumps from 

your Company? 

A No, the members of the Company \'1ere only drivers nnd 

skilled workers, 

Q Did your driver ho.ve any ins tructions whatever about 

prisonern or war? 

A No. 

Q Do you know of an,y empty vehicles that c:isne back from 

the front other than you1• supply vehiclea? 

A No, I didn 1t aee IL1lY ~pty vehicloo. 

Q When did you receive thiu aocr~t- order -- Regimental 

Ot•der -- you ref erred to'? 

. A Shortly before midnight. It must have been about 2300 

hours. 



Q Then you went back to the Command Poot and oigned a 

receipt for it; i.:J that t he way it \'~o handled? 

A No, I oigned the 1·cCei pt at the Regimentul C. P. Tnat'a 

where I 1·eceived the order , 

Q \'/as the order in on envelope? 

A Ho, I think I rocoived it from tho Chief Clerk, 

PROSECUT!O?!: Ho r.1oro cro:;.:J- o.:;-mmi m1tion , 

REDDtECT E:<A!.!D•lflTION 

QUE3TIOHS BY DEFEl'ISE COUHSEL (Dr . Luilingj: 

Q Did you say in your previouu te~tirnony that aimultaneouo 

0 
with your uuppl y meeting another meotine took place? 

0 A In tho Co:wno.nding Officer•o room - - the meeting of the 

Com:nanding Officers toolc plo.ce at the uwne timo but it finiahod 

earlier. 

Q \1hich meeting was finished earlier? 

A The Commanding Officers meeting wa.o finiOhed earlier. 

O~INSE COUNSEL (D1·. Leilll1g): No further queationo . 

PROSECU.TIOil : Ho recross . 

0 PRESIDENT: My queations by the court? Apparently not. 

The ,·dtneso is excuoed, Just u. minute . Recal1 t he witness.0 
EXll!lDIATIOll BY TJIE COURT 

QUE3TIOHS BY L\\'f LMJDER: 

Q Did you ever use any or your oupply trucks to haul. 

· prisoneru to tho rear? - During this offenoivc? 

A Uo, no,t dur1ni:: the Ardennes Offenaiv~. I ha.d no 

coMection with tho combat group. 

PP.ESIDENT : Any other queotions by the court? Apparently 

not. The witness io excuaed, 

(\-Thereupon the witnuso v1as e~used and Tfithdrew from 

the. Court ; oom.) , ' ;: ,.~. . , ·,.. '. · , , . 



DUEI.ZSE COUNSEL: The defen:.i e calls as its next Hitneas, 

Lt, Erhard l{indenna.n. Dr. Leiling , on behalf of tho def ense, will 

.conduct the direct e.xnmination. Tho dofenoo does contemplate re­

calling this witneso . 

ERHARD ICINDERUAN, a witneac for tho defen~e, was duly 

s11orn and testified throus h an interpreter ao follows: 

DIRECT EXA!.!ll,IATION 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE OOUNSEL (Dr, Lciling): 

Q Tell tho court your nnme? 

Kindonnan, Erhard, 

Q We1·e you a nc:nber or the warren SS? 

A, Yeo, I was a member of the \'faffen SS. 

Q \·/hat ,r.i• your i"inal rank ? 

A I was Second Lieutenant. 

Q Aro you now a priaoner of war? 

A To my knowledge I'm u. p1·iaonor of war . 

Q Are you in custody at thio time'? 

A PiVE 29, Cage 3 1 Dachau . 

Q Where wore you before you got to Dncha.u? 

· A I was in Schwncbisch Hall before I wao in Dachau, 

Q Were you intel'l'oga.tod a.bout this Ualmedy' case in Schwaobisch 

Hall? ' 
PROSF.cUTION: If the court please, we object to that 

quootion as being irrelevant and inunatorial and has no b~aring on 

the issues whether this witness w.i.a interrogated at Schwaebisch Hall. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL (Dr, Leiling): Ir it please the court, 

think i"t. ra necessary to qunli!y the credibility or thio witness 

and on ~e ·other hand the \'lh(?l e preparnti~n or. this case is so much 

' a."pnr: .~f tlii~ ~tne_as htn•e t_hat I think !e oug~~- to hear .witnesses 

.,a.bout ct.hat quCStlon too . ,, •. • 

~· "i 
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PFX>SEO.JTION: I£ the court pl ease, the only thing at 

iosue in this case is the euilt or innocence of these accused. 

The interrogators arc not being · tried. If they ,·ranted to try the 

interrogators that I a a. proceeding that will take place at oome 

other timo, not before this court. 

PRESIDENT: The objection ia overruled. 

DDtECT EXA1!INATION ( Continued) 

QUESTIONS BY DEFEN3E COUNSEL (Dr. Leiling): 

Q What was your rank during the El.fol Of.fcnoive? 

Q A I w:is a Second Lieutenant during the Eitel Offensive, io.o , 
Q What unit: did you belong to?0 
A I belonged to the Third Ax:morod Battalion of the Second 

Pan~er Grena'.dier Regiment. 

Q Who was your superior ofticer? 

A Uy 0,0, was the then Co.ptain Di~fenthal, 

Q Do you rememb~r a. battlll.ion conference which occurred 

before the Eitel Offensive? 

A Yes, I do remC:nbc1• ouch " meeting . 
0 

Q vn10 was in charge or that meeting? 

0 A Captain DiorcnthoJ. waa in charge or the meeting. 

Q Where did it happen u.nd lmen? 

A '!his meeting took place in tho evening hours or tho 15th 

or Dect:mbor in a little cardner 1e house in tho lluehre Forest near 

Hetteraheim. 

Q · ilho was present at that moeting? 

·A Prosent at that mooting wero: Capt.in 'Dio£e.sthal, 1st 

I,t. Liecke, 1st Lt. Preuos, I;ot Lt. 'rolilia.nit, Hauptsfeuhre~ Keller, 

Thiel~, tho Adjutant, Oborstunntouhr;; Fllddce, the Cannu.micationa 

· Officer, Oboz:.s~urini'euhrer Ho.Cbnuer, ll!ld I wao i:reoerit at _the meet- . 

ing, · toO. Also pre::ien~ 'in the room \'f.i:s ~t~e driver O'r the Commanding . . . 
Orr1cer, Corporal Lo.n&"· 



Q Can you give us tho material substnnoo of thio oonferenoe. 

bi:iafly't 

A Yes. Capt. Diei'Ontnal returned from a coJOrAnd»lg o.r-

, .fioers 1 m,eting at Lt. 0 
0 
1. Feiper 1 s. The oompany, oorrw.anders -,.ere 

already prese_nt nnd \',Oro v.e.it:1ng for soire news to be brought in. 

\',O tium nt first received our ordor for rnovmg into al~rt positions. 

Ttten Capt. Diofentne.1 · brought up some, details with his map and &11id 

nmong otMr things, about the i'Tilortanoa of tho mission that it -wa,a 

important to break through quiokly. Tho plano woro to roach tho 1'aaa with­

in two days. Th9 combat com.and ,,11:1 to stick 1:ogothor tmder all con­

ditions. VJa y.ore not to look to the left or th"l right or tho road 

nnd the cleaning up of to11ons and taking of booty and of the prisoners 

of -,,az, 1'188 to be le rt to the infantry troops following behind. 

lllf'antry following us was the aecond Panzer Grana~ior Regiment. We 

v.oro alee promised support with other l',1'apone as artillery rockets 

nnd air support. We were also told thl.t tho train line of ruistence 

,_a to be broken by the 12th Volksgrenadior Division tmder lai1or-

Gonernl Engel, and that TIS ,,ore U, follow through in this break. 

Q Did Dieiunthal say anything at all about tho shooting or 

prisoners? 

A Capt. Die!'enthal did not say anythinc about that prisonora of 

war Mre to Le ehot. 

q Did ' he drop any hints ll'hioh ~uld have to oaueo you U) 

conclude that prisoners of war were to be shot't 

· A Any hint which might have been ambiguous and might have 

made it poHible to conclude any auoh thing did oortainly not ooour. 

q l'e.a anything aaid . in this meeting about the shooting or Belgian 

~.J/ oivil1ans1 

A No, n.othing •s eaid about that. I don't reDtmber that, 

.Q Wu ~y ·amliigu~.~a : ~~t Jroi,pod~nbOuf thia .s":~joj)tl 

}.' : i:- The sub~·oOt ~f: o~vilians .,,.;: nf 
0

't ~,~ouea) d ~~ a~ll :spooifio~ll'y, 

Q ,To your blowl..dge, We "tm 1.mita or th; Battalion Diofonthl\l · . . . 



'oriented about the troatcnont or prisoners or •r prior to this or­

ftlnsive'? 

A To rrri knowledge tho 1.mits ffl!tre inatruotod or that at the 

ti.mo \·:hon v.o w,re stationed 1n thi:, Rhineland in the area or Bonn 

Euaklrohon. 

q \\hat '¥,118 tho form or t h is orien1:ation1 

A Thi& Orienta~ion ooourrod attar t he then Surgeon D1ttmimn 

,.a returned f'loom a physic i an 1 s meeting nnd add th1t rollowing1 

11For this offensive 1x> come, doo'b:,ra and modios, in other -,,orda the 

.mole medical personnel aro to war a white oJ.oth aro1.md their 

oho1te with Red Cross insignia on it. Furthermore, the eWel hel­

mot& are to be p; inWd with a red oroaa. L'.adioal pereonnel will 

I not carry any an,s .or anrn1mition, nor ia any omnunition 1x> be carried 

to the front in m,dioal vehicles." 'Jll.is -.s tranamitted to tho oom­

panisa in the 00111.)nny oomundera' meeting in Poll, '!hie~ .,.s l'!hera 

the company y;ao looated. 

q You didn't answ,r my quGation. 

A As n resultor this iuuanoe or ordera, orionta.tions took 

place within the company. 

Q But you talked about tr8dioe now and 1 a.eked you !br prio-

onare or nr. 

A . In oonnootion with this,instruotion v.e.a aho givon oon­

oorning prioonore or Mr nnd your om bahavioua if you yoursi,lf got 

captured. 

Q l'1h&t direotioni; l'JOre given tor the treatment or pria:onora 

of wart 

A Prisoners will have removod from thom woapona, knivea, 

other w:,apona or oon:paaaoa and private i:ro~arty will t>a, lert to them 

and they will be brought to the rear as aoon oa poaaibla in ordor ;to w 

;~r.~~~:~:tarr.o'g111;1Df- ~y ~~v.~ ~.. ; ~ : ~ 2.< .• : 

Q Uid, in this oonterenoe, D1oren~al mako a rerm.rk about 

1iko thic , ~A v;a.n or fright md Wrror ia to prariede our troopa"Y 
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Skorr.eny'a ,n,n v;ere to prooodo ~ur troopo and in Amorican uniform.a, 

end through tM 1r appearanoa would cause fright and terror aroong 

IEFENSE COtJNS E!L (m.. Leiling)1 No further questions. 

CROSS EXAlilNATXOl! 

QlEBTIONS BY PR0S8CUTION (Capt. Shuqokor)1 

· Q Did you ovor ••• any or Skonony• a troops ahead of your 

combat group? 

A 1 don't rem,mber. aoe1ng any of Skorr.eny•s troops, but I 

re,mmbor that shortly bo!'ore Stavelot a jeep with t,,,o Aml!lrioa.na 1n 

it was driving in fr_ont of us and somo of tho oomradoa aaid, "Thosa 

are soiro of Bkorr.ony' a wn." 

Q f.OrO thoy ahead of yout 

A No, they l':!'ro in our oolunn. 

Q V.011, you never &~w any or Slcoraany's nen ahoad of you, 

is that right? 

A Not in front of us, no. 

Q ?low what OOUFMY of the bo.tta_lion, of the Third Panzer 

0 Grenadior Battalion, were you in? 

0 
A I was at first ahead of Capt. D1e!'entnal and on DooGmbor 

20, during tho offenaivo, I took charge of the 12th C0 mpany, fflioh 

I ootmun1ded until tho evoning or the ne.rm day, beoauae I woo wotmd­

ed th&n. 

Q That "'9.8 tho 12th C0npany, you eayt 

A Tb,e 11th, wttioh T0rrhardt had led bofore. 

Q An~ you ha~ that oompany !'t'om -what titre on tM 20th? 

A About nine-thirty in tho morning. 

Q Un.ti_l when? 

A ·~~t{ ~g~,.i~: a~~ii-thirty ,in the . e~iiing. 

Q Le aa than · one day't 

A Yea. 



Q Now what tiire t/8.8 thio Tl'.aoting or tho 001r.peny oo~dors 

or trut 3rd Pan~or Grena,dior Botto.lion hold that you attended and 

l'lhioh ,.es oonduoted by Diefonthal'l 

A Duoembor 16, 1944, in tho ovening hours. 

Q The ear1y evening hours·, 

A No, in tho laU, ovon1ng houro. 

Q I hand you Prosecution's Exhibit No. P-98 , which 1a a 

statement mode and u10rn. to by Diofentha\ ,and refer to page 2, Ex­

hibit11>.tt, rorm.ing part or that otatemont• . Do you recognize tho 

oignnture on the bottom or that Exhibit "A" ·, 

A Yes, I blow thot signature. 

1ihose · ia it? 

A That is Co.pt. Dietantnal'a signature. 

Q Now I will rend a portion or Proaooution•a Exhibit 98-A. 

"On this sketch whion I mark 'A' is ~ ants l The ontranca. 
2 a banoh. 3 a. table. 4 o oha.ir. 6 e bonoh. o-a atovo. 7 a bench • 
. 8 o. box with switohboot"d. 9 a tnblo. PoodblY wo sat aa rollowa1 
10 my position. 11 position of Obersturml'uehrer PREUSS. 12 posi­
tion or Oberaturmfuehrer TOMBARDT. · 13 position of untorsturm­
fuehror FL.AC.KE · 14 position or Untoroturm!'uehrer IEICr.E. 16 
position of lJa\ip'tsoho.rfu!Jhror THEIE. 16 pod tion or Untersturm":' 
fuohrer HOFBAlER. 11 • 

Q Ia that sketch-and logend 'M\ioh hao , beon read !'rom Diei'bn• 

tha.1 1 a statem,nt substantially correct? 

A It is substantially oorreetJ yoo • . 

Q llow I will road you another part or this aam.9 statement, 

Prol!leoution 1 s Exhibit 98-A, 

11B0for9 I wmt into th9 taetiool details or tha offonsive ahead, 
I passecl. on to my offioors the order in regard . to tha general 
oonduot,whioh I ~aolr reoaived from the P®zor Regiment. I 
told them tlu ton account or tM de.oiaive importr.noa of tho 
ofl'enaivo •head, it must ba fought raokleasly end tta ta wave 
Or 'tright and terror must precede our troops and tnat tho re-
aistsnoe or thG enemy is to be broken by Wrror. In this 
first part of my address l "aloo aaid sormthing about~priaonora 

, of ll.8.rJ hor.ever, I do not kno w any· longer oXAetly ,.hat I Hid • 
. Anyhow I brought tho prisonera ··or ..:.Or in in oomioot'ion with .. 
: the reg'll?9D~.ii'~ ·:C,r, ~or , !'e·e·o·1vad· about the Viftw or .n-1i ht and 

torror whioh ''should precode us. Homver, I am abaolutdy 
certain not to have said that it T.all not i:orrnittod to take 
prison.are, or that tho prisoners ' that Y;OUld be taken had to ~ 
be shot. 11 
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A That 1a :true so rar,but what is said abou~ f'right and 

torror v.e.s s~id in oonnootion with Skorzeny's men. 

Q Well, thon Diof'enthal 1 a staterrent that he usod in oonneo-

tion with pr1sonors or v:nr is untrueJ is tl'at right? 

A I didn't qui~ understand the queation. 

Q I will read one aentonoe again f'rom this eto.terrent or 

Dioi\mthal I a: "Anyhow, I brought tho prisoners of \liO.r in in oon-

neotion with the reginimtal order rooeived about ths wavo or 
fright and tarr~r uhioh should ~recede us." 

Do you say that that is true or untrue? 

A It wasn ,·t so.id in this way about prisonors or war. It 

was said thnt thoy were to be 19ft •to tho infantry rollOwing be­

hind. Cloaninr; out villages, 11'.ak ing ~ooty and taking prisoners. 

Capt. Dio:C'enthal pointed out several ti.ml3e that .u..1dar all oonditione 

th~ combat group would have to stay together, that we shouldn 1t 

spread out • 

.Q Re d'1dn 1t tell you thatprisonore or v.ar viore ·to bo oont 

baok in truck convoys, did ho? 

A ,I don't know whothor any euoh orders -,,ere issu~d. 

Q You ...ere there at the tll8oting, l\Gren't you, Lt. Kindormo.nn? 

A Yoe. 

Q I am asking you whether or. not Diefonthal told you nnd the 

othor officers preaont thnt prisonero_v.<1uld be evacuated in ompty con­

voys? 

A I don't rorrember nny suoh thing boing ea.id. 

Q i'&ll, you nould know if ho said it, -,.ould you not't 

A (No· answer)• 

Q Lt. Kindermann , isn 1 t , there oonsidsrabb dirf'Drenoe be-

twsen sending prisoners ,back in e~ty convoys and letting infantry 

troopS rollow~g up tak~~ oars :.of themY, 

A ", No·. there. ia no big difference. 
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Q There is no difference? Myway, you do not 

remember anything about returning prisoners of war in 

empty truck convoys, is that correct? 

A I don It remember anything being said about that 

in the confE!ronce. 

Q Were Preuss and Tomhardt Present at this confer-

enCe? 

A Yes, they were both present. 

0 CAPI'Aill SHUllACKEP.: No further cross . 

0 REDIRECT EXAJ.\ItlATION 

QUESTIOtlS BY DEFEtlSE COUNSEL (DR. LfilLillG): 

Q How dicl you underst.-.nd Die!'enthal I s statement. 

that fighting was to be done ruthlessly? 

'A '!'he word 11ruthleasly11 , that is to mean that 

one sh~uld proceed without any regard for one 1s arm casualties, 

and that the enomy1s r esistance nrust be broken. 

·O DR. LEILnm: No further questions. 

CAPTAIN SHUHACICEn: Prosecution has one or two0 
oth~r questions. 

RECROSS EXAl!IllATION 

QUESTIONS BY ?ROSECUTION (CAPTAIN SHUJ.!ACKER): 

Q Wher e and when v,aa this that you gave your ex-

tensive training about the treatment of prisoners of war? 

A That iTas \Then the Leibstandarte was in the area 

of \'Iestfalia, prepar~tory to the attack, and also one other 

time in the Rhineland. 

Q • Vlh~'1? 

• A I Late in Hovamber, eari;.·:~ . December ;, 

Q 
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medics would wear the Rod Cross insienia on their helmets 

and a band across their chest, is that correct? 

A Yes . 

Q And that they would not carry Yroapono? 

A Yes. 

Q \'las that something now for tho German medics 

in the Leibstandarte Adol.r Hi tlor? 

A In Russia it was not usual for medics and 

doctors to go into combat without ums . 
Q This ,ras not the .first .time the Division was 

COITL'llitted in the West, was it? 

A no . 

Q When did you ever see a German medic Trith a 

Red Cross on his helmet? You never sarr one in this offcmsiveJ 

did you? 

A Yes. 

Q From your batt.i.lion? 

A · Yes. 

Q ':(ere you alsO told that prisoners of war that you 

captured only had t:> give their name, rank and seri a l number, 

is that right? 

A That was tho orientation, yes. 

Q And that thgy would be rushed back to Divisional 

U-1 i'or interrogation there? 

A Yes. 

Q If they wsre to bo rus_hed back to 0-l for in-

torroga'tion 1th8ro~ hO'il' ·~ere you goinc to · l oave them; just 

·-v ·by ·t~~ ' s~~~ ·or:~~~\~;d·;;;d, i.~,::'iii~·1~r:t;y_.pick 't~~ 

Up?· 

A I cannot Porm1t. ·mysolf to judg~ as t b • h~ t hat 



0 

) 

~--

"as possibl e . 

CAPTAIN SliUIM.CKER: That is all. 

PnESIDEHT: Any questions by the Def ense? 

DEFENSE COUUSEL: trothing further on · r edirect. 

PRESIDE! IT: Dy the Court? 

LAW lm.!DER : By t he Court; If Skorzenyls men 

were ahead of your combat group, would you have ocen them? 

THE: \'fI TNESS: We would not neces s arily have 

seen them because they Tiere to fight rar behind tho American 

l ines and to create r umors and unrest. 

FRESIDJ!:NT: Any o~her questions by the Court? 

Appa.r ently not. The ,Yi.tnoas is e:iccusod. 

(\'/hereupon the witneso was excused and withdrerr from 

· the courtroom.) 

DEFENSE COUUSEL: Defense calls a!I its next 

witness, Lieutenant Heinz Goltz. Dr. Lolling on behalf of 

-the Defense will conduct the direct examination . The Defense 

does not contemplate .recalling this rritnoas . 

HEINZ GOLTZ, a witnosa cal.led on behnlf of the Dafonae , 

after being first duly sworn, took .the stand and testified 

through an interpreter ao follO'i'l'S 1 

(\Thereupon the-questions·, answers and othor pro~eedings· 

were interpreted to tho German counse l and the accuse(\ .) 

DI!lF,CT EXAl!IllATIOII 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE carnsEL (DR, LEILitlO): 

Q Give your nwno to the Court, 

A l~ nanu! is Hoinz Christian Golk,. 

Q .'1','p::·.~~-:ever~~ ~~~r :~:~ · t ,he W~fi'en SS? . 

A ., I h.i.~ beon,•a meo~r of t ~ Wa.i'fen· SS ever since 1.939. 
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Q iThat was yo~ final r ank? 

A 1.lY laot rank was SS 1st Lieutenant. 

Q Are you now o. pris onor or war? 

A I am na,·r a prisoner of war. 

q Were you held in constant custody? 

A At the µ-csent time in cage 3 of the F'/(E in 

Dachau. 

Q m1att. was your rank and position during the Eitel 

Offensive and which unit did you bolonc to? 

A I was an SS let Lieutenant and company commander 

in the Reconnaissance Battalion of t he Loibstandarte . 

Q Who was your superior officer? 

A liy commanding oi'ficer was SS Sturmbannfuehrer 

Knittel. 

Q Were you pret1ent o.t a mooting thn t took place 

shortly before tho Eil'~l Offenuive? 

A Yes, I mis present at a meeting. 

Q Where and when did that mooting take plo1.ce? 

A- The meeting took place on the 15th of December, 

10.te in the evening at ·the Battalion CP next to t he mankenheim 

Forest . 

Q Can you describe the location in greater detail? 

A It was a house located near the railroad station 

Olao.dt. 

Q \Too was in charge of this conversation? 

A Sturmbarmfuohre:- Xnittel was 1n charge or ·~he 

meeting. 

Q· VTtto was preaent? 
0 

A Present
4 

were "the .Battalion 1',djutant; Untersttlrmruohrer ~ 



Stiebel, also present were all Company Cormnanders of the lat 

Company SS 2nd Lieutenant Hont!lch, the 2nd Company SS 1st L\eu­
tenant Coblentz, for the 3rd Company SS Oberaturmfuehrer 

Leitreiter, for the 4th Company, 1st Lieutenant Wegner, for 

the S0 rvice Company SS ls t Lieutenant Reuss. Further present 

was the Battalion Surgeon. The Company Commander of the 

Panzer Pioneer Company, vthose name I don I t kno:v, and the 

cominanding officer of the 2nd Battery of the let Artillery 

0 Regiment, 1st Lieutenant Buschek, and I myself lferei present. 

0 Q Can you identify Knittol amonr; these accused? 

A Yo~:, number 31. 

Q can you give to the Court brieily the substance ' 

of that coni'ersnce? 

A '.lhe subject _of the conference wi1:s the expected 

so-called Eii'el Offensive. In his own YIOrds, Stunnbannfuehrer 

Knittel reproduced an order of tho day which had been i s sued 

by Army. This ordor a.i.id about the_follarlng10 
11 Vfe are confronted viith a decisive turn in this0 

war for this offensive is meant to mRke a decision for 

Germany • . The Volksgrenadier Division and Panzer Units 

are to ·break through tho front and for that pu~pose the1 

home front has . ma~e available to you -. large number ,or 

weapons nnd materials. The offensive will be initiated' 

by au artillery barrage from moro than 100 barrels• 

Furthermore, stronger air support _will be civen and the 

supply bases of the enenzy-, as for instance, Antwerp and 

Leige, are to be W1der barrage from weapons.11 V11 

Q Aro 7ou ·still talld.ng about this order of the da~? 

l ' ~ I doni\ lma.v llhother all these W1ttera were 
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mentioned in the order of the day but that was the gist of 

l!ajor Knittel's introductory rP.1narka. 

Q 'Mlat el!Je did ho say? 

A Wo then discussed the tactical order which 

Division had issued for our battnl ion . 

Q Ho« did yoi.i happen to receive a tactical order 

!ran Division? 

A The Reconnais1Hince Eattalion is a unit assigned 

0 to the Division and therefore, we received orders for any· 

0 action from Dlvi:Jion. 

Q \'lhat..did Knittel say later? 

A We discussed the expected procedure of the 

action. Tho plans were to uso the reinforced fleconnaissance 

Battalion as a forward batto.J.ion. Vie were either to follow 

the armored group of SS Colonel Peiper along the route to 

be determined by tho commandin.8' officer o~· we wero to follow 

Q the reinforced lat R0 giment . '!'his decision mas put up to 

0 
the commanding officer. It was to depend on which combat 

group would gain ground faster. It ,vras to be expected that 

until the end of the Hohenven the battalion Was to follcrt 

the group ,n.thout any actual combat, that then the recon­

naissance battalion would placa itself in front of the 

armored group or .,the . lst Regiment, whichever tho case may bo, 

in order to reach tho Maao as rapidly as possible, making use 

~f motor vehicles and taking the bridge across the J.!'aaa south 

of Liege, which l'lllB to be undamaged. 

Q Did Knittel say anything about tre;tment of 

prisonerso; war during that ~onferenco? 

• A, Sturmbann.i'uehror Knittel did not say anything in 



particular about the treatment or prisoners or uar. 

Q What do you mean by 11 not anything in particular11 ? 

A Nothing in particular, only the usual, that the 

prisoners of r,ar which were made were to be taken back to 

th~ headquarters or rather to the Division as soon as 

possible. 

Q Did- he say anyth1:hg about prisoners of war being 

shot? 

A ?:lo, that was not mentioned in one word. 

Did he say that Belgian civilians were to be shot? 

A No, that. wasn't mentioned either. 

Q Did he say that special oases might occur ,1hich 

would make shooting of prisoners of war apPear militarily. 

justified?. 

A \'{hen tho number of enemy fac:l.nc; us was mentioned 

it was al.so said that armed resistance from civilians was to 

be expected. 

Q You did not answer my \question. I vranted to 

kn07t' whether Knittel ,said in special military situations it 

might be necessary to shoot prisoi:i,ers of war. 

A I don 1_t remember ihat. 

Q Did, Knittel drop an'Y such hint Tihich·1 one or· -the 

participants could underSt~d to raean that prisoners or war 

were to be shot? 

A No, no s·uch hint was dropped. 

Q Did Knittel talk about the action Greif? 

_A_ Yes, we were orien~ted abo\lt that too. 

Q \'<hat did he say iJJ t~t' connection? 

A He said about this the action· Oreii' is prEJceding ~ 

http:fac:l.nc


0 
0 

a combat croup of its own. The combat command Orcii' wa.a 

to make use of tho confusion which \Ya.a to be caused by 
I ' 

the surprise attack of our tanks and it _too, as our 

original orders also called for it to put itself in a 

position . of a bridge across the Maas as soon as possible and 

to keop that bridge open as Iona a.a was necessary for the 

armored speo.rheads to advance that far. 

Q - Did Knittel say anything about the treatment of 

prisoners of war and !J.el gian civilians in connection with the 

ope r ation Greif? 

A No, I don't remember that. 

Q Did ho say anythinc ·about how the operation Ornil' 

y,as to spread terror or fright among tho enemy? 

A That in my opinion would not have been within 

the scope of the purpose of the operation Greif at all, for 

if an op3rnt1on we1·e causing fright and terror it will 

probably be recognized in its na.tura at an oarly moment Qlld 

not r each success. 

Q Wha t ,,as tho purpose . of the operation Greil 

then'/ 

A The purpose of the Operation Greif ;vas to cet to 

the Uaas Bridge as soon as posoiblc and the materilll point 

and wa.s to get ono llaas bridge undamaged so that our tank 

units could cet across. 

Q Did Knittel ten you that? 

;. That is Ill3" personal opinion of the Operation 

OreUJ the way I th~[iht the matter over. 

D~. LEIL:pm': Jlo £urthor ·questions. 

DEFENSE COU?ISEL: You may cross examine: 



CROSS EXI\J!IIIATION 

QUESTIOHS D'l FfiOSECUTIOII : 

· Q \'fas the Pioneer Platoon part of your Head-

quarters Compnny? 

A Yes, the Pioneer Plntoon was part of our 

Headquarters Com;,any. 

Q Y1110 mis the l oader of this platoon during tho 

Eifel Offensive? 

A SS Lieutenant Droe110 led that platoon. 

Q I ttill r oad to you f rom Prosecittion Exhibit 

P- 26-A, vrhich is a signed otaternont by the accused 

Knittel. (Readini;) 1 

11 0n 15 December at 2)00 I conducted a 

company colTt!DD.nders 1 conference of the fast 

groups at tho battalion C.P. or the ~z. A.A. l; 

"Location: · Near railroad statioh Olaadt 

11 Participants: 

Adjutant SS Untersturmfurher Stiewe 
Comp; Commander 1st Company SS Untersturmfuehrcr 
Comp. Cormnander 2nd Compnny SS OborstiUrm.!'uohrer Coblenz 
Comp. Coi."\IIUUldor 3rd Co.npany SS Oberstunnfuehrer Leidreitcr 
Comp. Commander 4th Company SS Oborsturmi'uehrer \1agne1• 
Comp. Coimnander 5th Company SS Obersturm!'ue1'.rer Reuss 
Comp. 'Commander Pz . Pi. Comp.SS Oblfrsturmtuehrer 
Battery Col!lmilnder 2/A,R,l SS Obersturmi'uohror 
Comp. Commander Headquarters Company SS Obersturmi'uehror Goltzll 

Is that s tatement, as far as has been read to you, correct? 

DR. LBILD10J Chief counsel for tho Prosecution 

just said to the rritnooo that th.io vro.s c. sworn statement. 

I'R.OSECU'l'IONi I will withdrr...w that . I meant 

to say 11s·1gned11 stntemont. 

PRESIDENT: , ·Translnte ~hat so that. the WitnCss 

will. lmO"N 1t" is a sigiied statement and ·not a sworn statement. 



ffiOSECUTI0U: I would liko to aslc the reporter 

to read the question . 

(Whereupon the question was road by the reporter all 

follows: 

11 I will read to you from Prosecution Elthibit 
P-26-A, which i s a sienod shtcmont by the accused 
Knittel. 11 ),' ' ti 

PR0SECUT!Ol'l: Will you pl eo.se read tho las t 

pai·t or that question as well? 

(Whereupon tho l dst pa.rt or the last question was r ead 

by the r eporter . as f olla.-rs: 

11Is that otatcment, as far as has beeu read t o 
you , correct711 ) 

THE \'IIMSS: Yes, thnt is r!ght. 

1/1.' 

QUliSTIONS BY PRC6ECUTION: 

Q I will continue r eading: 

"Contents of the Conference - 1. Taldng over of 

the battalion .II
0 

Is that correct? 

0 
A · Yes, that is correct. '.1110 Dattalion Commander 

unt il t he 14th or that month was Haupts tun:u\1ehrer Wofzinek 

and on the 15th of December Unjor Knittel again took the 

battalion over. 

Q (Continuing reading )J 11Isauance of the vrritten 

tactical divisiono.1 order and the distribution of 

maps .it 

Is that statement true? 

A Yea, that is correct. 

Q (Con~in~g r~ading): . . 11j . · JJa.rkinc Or 

Jj'os ition and the _Plan of atta.ok.~~ 
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Q ~Continuing rending): 11 Presumable. commitment 

of the battalion." 

Is that statement correct? 

A Yes, that is correct too. 

Q (Continuing r eading ): 115 Publishing of the 

operation 1Greii'f. 1 

Is t hat statement true? 

A Yes, that is true too. 

0 Q (9ontinuing reading ): "Oral transmittnl of the 

order transmitted hy the division from the SS A.D.K. 6 0 
about conduct in battle in extracts •11 

Is that statement correct? 

A I don't !mer« which order is meant by that. 

Q Do you have something else you want to say? 

A ~y the order which I quOted previous~, the 

.A;r~ Order. I don It lmarr whether this order is identical 

with this one.0 
Q. Did he transmit any oral orders 7

0 
A Well, all tho orders 'that were given were 

transmitted by lJa.jor Knittel to us. · 

Q I TTill read the next sentence. (Rending): 

11!.,ast exertion or force for .final battle, 

· beautil'ul far staked task, fighting requiring 

great0st harshneas.11 

Is that p;.rt of the statement correct? 

A Substantially, that is correct too. 

Q (Continuing reacliflg)1 11 The going is throue;h 

e~ei:ey ic:rritori, t!dnk 'or .Your· l'elatives surfer~:::;,,,.::! .. ~. ·,: ·.-

under the bo:'nb ter; o; 1n· th~· treatmerit ~f l.he ·enemy . • . . ' 
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civilian population.u I) 

Is that statement correct? 

A no, I don I t r emember it tho way it is set dOYm 

hero, 

Q H0w did he say it? 

A He said that tho ,ray in which ~very officer and 

man would use himself in the offensive tfould be the decisive 

0 
factor and Major Knittel denw.nded of every officer and man 

that he fight to the utmost in that offensive, 

·o Q '.'fua.t did he say about the relatives suffering 
\ 

from the bomb terror? 

A It was mentioned ,tha t the bombine 1Yar against the 

German people would be stopped by this offensive because the 

big thing of this offensive was that apace was to be cleared 

until the Atlantic Ocean nnd in that coMoction Knittel might 

perhaps have said that the home front would get ameli oration 

0 due to lack of bombing ter1•or, 

0 Q Do y~ mom to say that tho German people never 

ouffered from any bombing terro1• bei'orethe invasion started? 

A No, I don I t meQJl to ~ay that Wt certainly the 

efficiency of the enen:u became much stronger when he got 

operatiOnal bases on the bontinont. 

Q I ,,m read you the last sentence from Knittel'a 

statement, (Reading)1 

11 If the military necessity requires it, in 

eapecial..J.¥ compelling situations, allied prioonors of 

,,ar·. are to be shot , '! 

~d he say that at his ~llting'l · 

A No, ~jOr Kni t ;tel clid not ta~ ab6u't t~a . 



.....______..,_ 

Q Did he say· anything a bout prisoners of "i7ar 

were to be transported to the rear? 

A Hothins special was sa.id but the ,1ay it was 

usual in our battalion was that the vehicloo which carried 

ammunition and supplies to the front would carry prisoners 

of war in their empty vehicles while going back. 

Q In this offensive did you seo any prisoners of 

war going back in these empty supply vehicles? 

A Individuals, yes, but I saw larger columns 

march in the streets. 

PROSECUTimJ: No further cross examination. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Nothing .further on OOhali' of 

the Defense. 

PRF.sIDENT, Quoatioria by the Court? Apparently 

none. The \'ritness is excused. Court ,till adjourn until 

0830 hours t6morro1T morning. 

(Whereupon court adjout·ned until 0630 hours Tuesday 

morning, 25 June 1946.) 

\) 



0~ DACRAt1, OERMAHI 

MORNIIIG 6ESSIOII 26 J1Jlill 1946 

(Whereupon the Oourfi reconvened at 0830 houre.) 

P]!.ESIDENT& Take aeata. The oourt will come to order. 

PR0SEOUTIOlh If the Court please, , let the record ehov that 

all members of the Court, all membera of the proeecution vith the 

exception or Lt Ool Cravtord and Captain Byrne, vho bae been excused 

b7 verbal ordera of the Oomme.nd.ing General, all member, of the 

defeneo vith the exception of Captain lfervid, Dr. Rau, Dr. Pfister 

and Dr . L~111ng, who are absent on buaiJleae of the detenae, all the 

defendant. and the reporter are present. 

DEFENSE C0UBSM,1 The defanae calla ae 1ta next Yi tneaa 

the accused Fr19dr1oh Ob.rht. The queatione of American and German 

countel have been ooneolldated and Dr. Hertkorn will conduct th, 

direct exmlination on behalf of the defense. The defense contemplates 

recalling this accused• 

.l'RliI!llOB OBRIST, one of the aocuaed, ool. led as a wi tneee in 

_hie own behalf, took th~ stand and teatified through an interpreter0 
aa. follow11i 

0 ·-~, 
(Whereupon the queationa, anevera and other proceeding, 

were intel'proted to tho accueed.) 

Dllll!:Cr 1:XAKil!ill0I! 

Q)raSTIOIIS lit DEi'EllSJI: (Dr• Hertkorn) I 

Q. Pleaae give 7our firat and last nam.ea to the oourt. 

A l"riedrich Ohrht. 

Q. Tour birth date and birth place! 

A. Twent7-firet Yebruar7 1920 in Munich. 

Q. What polition did 7ou ba'fe during the Eifel OtfenaiTe, 

that 'h in a military .ref'~r.ence! . • 

A. • ·1 °waa•oom;p8!1f ·~ommande~, of the 2nd Panzer Comp~ .o_r the 
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Q When did ·7ou take thh comp~ overt 

A I took thie company over on 9 llo'.ember 1944. 

Q. What military position did you have immediately before tbatt 

A I vaa comp~ commander of •the training company of the 

Pan,:er Regiment. 

Q. Where was the training H9iment statiot1edt 

A The training compaIJ;Y waa stationed in Rhs.dn, Westphalia. 

Q Did you before the Eifel Otfe~e1Te give inetructione 

about the tactical treatment of Panzere toward prieonet5e of var? 

J. lea. 

Q What vae the oontenta of 7our inetructione to the troopet 

A That ve ·ae Pannr Troopa by breaking through with speed 

vere not to take up time by brin&ing in prhonera of var. 

Q Did you give a reason to the troopa for thia idea? 

A • Tea. 

Q. With -.bat! 

A '?bat 11' that were not the oaae the speed of the _ad.Tanoe 

would be r~duced and by detailing orewa to guard the prisoner• our 

fighti~ strength would be red':'-ced conee"athel7. 

q, Did you then inetruct the troopa a1 to vbat vas to happen 

to the priaonera of varl 

A Tea. 

Q. What! 

A !rbe Infantry that followed would take over the prhonera. 

q, Were you, youreelf' • in1tru.cted in the same manner about 

t ,hia tbemst 

A Tea. 

Q. Where and by vhoml 

A By aand te.ble , e~erchea within. the regiment arid duri~ 

tactical training oour1ea 1uoh a1 , OOIIP&DT ocmi,ander lrainieg coureo 
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Q. Do you lmow it the contents of the1e inatruotione became 

the foundation of the German Ponnr Troope't 

A Yea, thoae were foundations for the training of Panter 

Troops. 

Q. Did ;vou have inetruotiona given in your compa~ about the 

Lava o'! War and Geneva Convention? 

A Yee. 

Q. When vaa that e:pproximatelyl 

A I can remember veey vell one course of instruction that 

took place between the 8th and the 10th December in Pleilh.1111 10 
and the laat oourae of inatructlon on the 16th December in the0 
Sohmidthelm :roreat. 

Q What waa the contentl of. these inatructional 

A I combined theae inatructiona Yi th instructions as to 

what waa to be done if one would tell into enelDJ" hands bimaelt. 

told the men that the)" were to treat priaonera of var the same vay 

aa they would e,:Peot to be treated in oaae tbe7 were to fell into 

enemy- hands. 1 alee told them tbs.t the pritoner of var vas only
0 

obliged to ghe hia name, hh .APO number, and 1 alao set tbnt up aa 

0 
an example ot ailenoa. 

Q, Did you immediately betore the ottenaiT'e participate in 

an lewance ot or4er within. :,our ragb.antt 

A. Tee, I took part in that issuance ot or4ar.t 

Q. Where vaa that t 

A. That waa on 16 Daom:iber 1944 in. a bunting lodge in. the 

:Blankenbeim Jore1t late in .the afternoon. 

Q. Who iaaue4 the ordert 

J.. ~ St~b~uehrer P_oet1oblte va1 in•c~ge' or t,h• iaauanoe 

ot order, • 

.... - }{ -Did ho talk alonet 

J.. •Tea; 
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• 
Q. What waa in a HDH the contenta of his apeech in short? 

A "Tomorrow we are gobig to fdl. out for a groat offensive 

which will be dechive for the fate of Germany-. It 1a a last 181'ga 

effort of etren&"th. The home front has given ue, inepite of the 

moat unfa..-orable cond.1 tione, and in spite of the terrible bombing and 

terror, new weapons and new tanks thnt were in m&Jl7 cnaea conatructed 

under the blue 8k7. And you should think about the fact that hundreda 

of thouaande of German vomen and children wore killed by the bombing 

terror. Thie otfenaiTB baa to be au.coeaaful at ~ rate, then the 

bombing terror Will ceaae. 

"We have to :rtght without regard for humanbeinga or material. 

!il'ew _weapon.a and strong air corps format1on1 will support ue. Volk• 

Grenadier Divialona and Volkl J.rt1lle17 Battaliona will accom:pe.J:ey' ua. 

:r-ttrthel'llore agents and parachutist& vero dropped in back of the eDUD:V 

and special detail• under the leaderehip of Skorc11ey will adn~ce 

in ~ront of us. The7 are wearing .American uniform• and cnrry'ing 

.American weapons and that shall be their special paes ISUCh au the 

elimination ot enemy ' aentriea, elimination of eneley' etaffe, the 

d11ruption of enemy- communieatiop.a and sprea41ng of falee rumora, 

bring panic, confu1ion and fright to the linea of the en~ and. will 

ccnfuae the retreat ot the en911T. The Armored Group ha1 the Kaea as 

1te goal. Jt h a talk: ot deep.ration to us and there 1a only one 

chance left to u, and tbat le to un the 1urpri1e and. speed. That 

ii the rea1on wlJT we mutt driTe and driTe and puah through, not look­

ing to .the right or to the left, and not worry about an:, booty or 

. prhonere of war. We are not goi~ to &alee prhoners. Our job 1a 

0Dl7 finished then when the laat tank reaches the Maae. 
0 

".leintoreemeDt1 Wili b~ Tel7. ditficult Within the next 
' .. :. .-/ .-...·· : . . ' . . ~. .., 

dq11 it will be P! lmaril7 ~ition onl.7. ·we ·,hi.u pil•e .to 

supplement tuppiiea and fuel prisar11J through ~eto~ea of fbe enPQ".• 

lfhat wae approximatei'7 tbe<i speech wh.ich Poehchke made. 
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Q Did Poetsobke Ba,' anything about ene1D7 oirtlians or 

o1T111ana at alll 

A Yas, Poetachb further aaid tbat ve are going to enter a 

terrlt0r7 in which the ohilian population h inimical to u. If 

civiliano appear wUh weapons, thq are to be treated as partiaane. 

Tbnt was all. 

Q Did you conaider it something special, the epeech of 

Poetaobke in which he said that no· prieonera of var were su:ppoeed 

to be made? 

A No, I oonaidered that aa a repetition of the general 

fundamental theoriee ot the Panzer !l'roopa. 

Q How did you consider tbat in detail, not to vorr;r about 

priaonere ot war and not to make prisonen of wart 

A That we would not conaider the prlaonere of war at all . 

If enemy- aoldiere lhouJ.d IIUI'render and there are po crave of ahot 

up tanka there to guard them, 10 we will just let them stand there 

or send them back: to the rear and the 0OC1,PSDY' that follows will 

take them up. 

Q. Did you. know if lntant17 vaa going to follo~? 

A Tee, we ware told that the 2nd Regiment vould follow ua. 

Q Which 2nd Reg1ment 1 Panzer Regiiaent or aome other? 

A The 2nd Grenadier Regiment of the lit Paiu:er Divilion. 

Q Did you haTe to giTe an additional explonation to the 

speeob. of Poetsobke aa compan, oommanderl 

A ,Teo; at the end or the oon:terence we were giTen a sheet 

block and the following wae written on ita 

"l do know about the preparations for the I.ital OftenliTe, 
and I do know about the Eitel Oftcn1iTe, , and obligate myself 
eilonoe. n • , 

.&Dd Ve pu~ our Da.JDH under,• there., 
' . 

0 
0 

· Q : ~Did 7ou 1UJJce~a speech t.o your oompaD.7 af~er the apeeoh of, 

,;, Poeteohkel '· :. :.' , . <. 
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A Tes, I repeated the speech of Poetaohke. 

Did aJzy one ot 7our men ask questions' vhon you me.de thil 

speech to your comp~? 

A !lo, not vlth respect to t~e order in the a,peech itself. 

Q. Waa it, in order to come back once to the order of Poetachke, 

:your comp~ arranged in the marching order of the Panzer Group n 

A Tes, ve talked for a short while about the order ot march 

which had not been finally determined. I was auppoaed to follow at 

the end ~f the t1ret marching ,:roupj 

0 Q. Did you havo any special task to perform at the end of the 

ff ~ march group l 

A Tea, I was a roserve oompn:v ond I vaa auppoeed to to.lee 

over the rear protection of the first march group. 

Q. When and where were you first interrogated? 

A I was first interrogated in Xbenaee on 30 August 1945. 

Q, About what were you asked at that time! . 

A I was asked about the order of march and mainly if an order · 

bad exieted accordlug to which prhonere of var verii. to be 1hot dUl"-­0 
ing th11 otfene1Te.

0 
Q, What was 7our answer to that? 

A I answered that there vo.a 110 such order. 

~ Were 7ou particulBl'lJ aeked about 7o.ir JIPJIICh in the 

l3lnnkenheilll J'orsatl 
, · 

A llo. 

~ What happened a.fterwardlT 

J. I wa1 put in 1011taey confin8ll1ent eubaequently for tour 

week,. 

Q. Where! 

J. In th'! camp in ~ens~e. 

Q. . Rov long did 70u atq 1n Denaeel ·. . . 
A On the 30 September I waa tran1ferred t t om Ebensee to · the 



jail of Dachau. 

Q. How long did ;you &t&J' therel 

A I remained· in Dachau until 20 November 1946. 

Q. · Where were ;you sent theml 

A I was sent to Zuftenhausen on the 20 November. 

Q. Was Zuffenhauaen a PW campl 

A llo. 

Q. How did ;you know that l 

A At first I did not know what type of camp Zuffenhausen vo.a 

but after the first 30 minutes it was cleo.r to me tho.t this could 

not be a PW ca:ap. And when I then asked m;y 0OJ!ll'ades the next ~, 

I vaa told that thi a vaa an internment camp 

Q. Could ;you talk with your oom1:ades t¥ere1 

A Yes. 

Q. Who were these comrades? 

A They were members of the lat Panzer Regiment. 

Q. About what did you talk to them in regard to the offen-

sive? 

A Of course, I a,k.ed them it they knew about any order that 

existed according ti;, which PWs were to be shot during the Eitel 

Offensive, and ~ comrades knew n~thing and answered negathely to 

thh queation. And I asked the members of my compa.D1' if I had ever 

given them auch an order. Nobody knew aeything about that, and · 

everyone answered 11Jlon to this question, 

q Wllon woro you interrogat"d the next time? 

.£. !t'he next time I was interrogated on 17 Deoom.ber 1945 at 

Sohvlbhoh Ball. 

Wh?n were yo~ sent to Sohvlbiaoh Ral.U · 

J. I arr1Ted there on 7 December. 

What were you ~aka! there? 

... . The 1nterr'o~tloD •,t~o.rted about like thil. "Do you have . .. ~ .· . ...... . 

http:compa.D1
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aDYthing to add to your testimony from Ebensee?" I said, "Ho". 

Thereupon I was yelled at, 11 Stand up you liee.r, you lying pig. 11 

I waa again asked and I again said, 11:r1on. 

Thereupon I waa put under oath. 

Q, Were 7ou then asked anything further about the offensive 

vhile you were under oatht 

A Ye ~. 

Q. Do 70\\ remember what it was? 

A Yea, I remember I was asked if I knew that · an order had 

existed according to which PWa ver1;1 ~o be shot, if I knew who hnd 

given the order for the 1hooting at the Orona Roads end it I knew 

the reasons for 1t, end. if I knew vho had ahot at the Croaa Roads. 

I answered, "Ho" to every one of those questions. 

Q. What happened then? 

A Thereupon the statement of mine waa dictated. 

Q, Which statement of yours? 

A These questions, this statement that I did not know vho 

had given the order and that I did not know that any such order 

e:dated, 'and that I did not know wh.o had shot at the Oroaa Road.a. 

Q, You mean then ,the anevera! 

A Yes, the ane-wera were. dictated to me. 

Q, What happened then! 

A ~re'Uilon I vaa accused ot perjUl'J', The intarroi;atcir ~id, 

"ll'ow I have got 7ou tor perJ'1117 and the rope is getting. tighter and 

t i ghter around ;your neck. You have bean 0;harged 10 heavil7 and the 

m.aterial is 10 depressivel7 that you only have one chance left, and 

that 1a to tell ua the truth now, otherwisa 7ou vill be haJl&ed." 

I a.till didn' t k:nov ~thing. Thereupon the interrogator 

read a atatement to me. That is they vere only parts of a statement. 

The name of the man•vho had. written the statement Vas not given to 

me.~ He woe a+leged to hav!' ~een a menber of the ~ qo.lllp~.
' ~. . . . . 
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ing to thia atatement I vaa auppo11ed to have made a apeech in the 

Blankenheim J"oreat on 15 DecembeB with a 'definite content. 

Q, Do you remember what the contents Yo.a auppoaed to have been 

of thia apeech which you allegedly mode? 

A At that time I could not remember the issuance of the order 

in the Blankenhaim ioreat nor mnking o. t1peoch itself. When the 

deta1la were read to me that in the afternoon of 15 December I bad 

driven to the compaey with my personal .car , that I had ordered the 

company to fall out in the f'orest; that a small fire vaa supposed to 

burn and that there YD& a large black box like a typewriter box vaa 

supposed to be standing behind me. 'rh.on those things come be.ck to 

1111' mamoey and I ' remembered that e.f'ternoon. 

In this statement it said that I had made a apeech and I 

h&d said that this offeneive waa ve?7 deoia1Te and that we w9uld make 

no prisoners during thie OttenBive, that we should spread terror and 

fright and that this terror and fright was to precede ua so that the 

enem;y would be afraid to meet ua. 

I said, to that, I had never aa1d that.11Bo 11 
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The interrogator assured me thnt I had said that and made many 

more of these type or statements. Furthermo:r;e, no' memory at that 

time was still so fresh, that by the constant talld.ng to these 

three gentlemen, and by tho cursings, and by the charges or hav­

,ine committed perjury and tho charge that I was just tryinc to 

get a~y from it -- and then they asked me 1£ I expected ~ men 

to get hanged £or me -- after this, I became quite confused and 

thought il my- Ulemory was getting bad aeain, · so I asked the interro­

gator to give me an hour, so that I could remember it all, but this 
I 

was not permitted. The it1,terrogator told 'me that an order not to 

takeprisoners wns mgnnt in such a way that the p~iaoners were to 

be shot. That l'la3 quite new to . me nnd I replied to· the interro­

gator that he was t~e first man that had ever told me that and 

he tlgain· assured me that this order did exist and that it was iss­

ued by Peiper ·and Poetschke and that PoeU!chke had repeated it. 

Through all this, I got into such a spiritually £arced situation 

and I ;ras so depressed that I didn 1t lmovr any more what was to be 

true and what w~s a lie: I became completely con.!'used about this 
. . 

order and snid that thi~ order meant that the prisoners or war 

should be shot and that we hnd to spread fright and terror and 

this Ttas then dictateq "to me immediate]Jr --

Q One queationi, I , don 1 t believe I underatood you corract-

lJ,': you so.id a while ago that your memory was still so fresh that 

(Christ - Dire~t) 

http:talld.ng
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A I meant that I did not remecber any more the after-

noon or the 15th or Deoembor, 1944; when I wa.8 told, hoTtever, 

that I had made a speech ard that a fire vras . burning and that 

it was already da;k, I could then remember those details -and 

that it was a fresh memory to me which was not quite clear yet. 

I never dallied that, . I adndtted it" readily.-

Q Do you mean to say, then, that your memory, before 

these accusations was not fresh? 

A Before these accusations, I could not remember the 

15th of December. There had nevez::. been any occasion to remem-
0 

ber it and none of my men had ever reminded me of it; in tho -mean­

0 time, during tho offensive · and afterwards, soma things that had 

happened on tho 15th of December became unimportant. 

Q Do you mean to say, then, that by these accusations 

your memory ,ras refreshed again? 

~ Yes, that is ·what I meant to say. 

Q You said a while aeo that you admitted having [µ.ven 

the order to shot prisoners o'r Yfar? 

(! A Ho, I only said that 11,1e would not make prisOners or 

,rar11 , but not in the sense that prisoners o~ l!ar were to be shot.0 
Q ' But that is not in your statement at all: it sa~s in 

your statement --

PROOECUTION (~aptain Schuma.ch8r): It the court please, 

'this aounds like cross-examination or the defense witness and Tm 

object to t.hat, unless the Doctor is impeaching his arm witne!ls. 

LA.W UEl.rnER: These questions are all leading questions, 

Dr. Hertkom. 
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impression iThich was made by tho tostimony of the rdtness and 

prevent by that that his oredability be attacked - that is, pre­

vent his credibility being attacked by this miaunderstanding. 

For this reason, I wntcd to c·a11 to his attention his o'ITll forrrer 

statement. 

LA\7 !.nruilER: It ~s porfe_ctly proper for you to ~orrect 

a miostatoment, Doctor, if you think that one has been made, but 

it is not proper for you. to put wor ds into the mouth of tho wl tness. 

You may proceed itlth your examination, Doctor. 

DEFENSE (Dr. Hertkorn): Thank you. I wish to try to 

re-phrnee nv question. 

QUE.STIOHS BY THE DE!''ENSE (cont 1d. -- Dr. Hertkorn): 

Q Do you remember what you enid and admitted in your 

statement? 

A Yes: I sn:i.d that this order had said that no prisoners 

of wnr wero to be taken by us and that we should not bothci• about 

prioo'ners of war. The:,;eupon,; it was explained to mo that the 

thousht behind this order was tha.t the prioonoro or m1..-- rroro to 

be shot. I denied , ~hat, or oourso, because that was completely 

now to me . I told the interrogator that I was hearing th:i.9 rrom , 

his mouth tor the first time. 

Q Was your atateinent which you made in Ebenaeo, or the 

aocond statement, which you mado on the 2nd or December, correct? -

A lJy statement in Ebensae and m;y: firs t stntemant in 

Schwabiach Hall was correot. 

Q \Y"ere you i nterroea, tod twioe in Sclnrabisoh Hall? 

A No, it was one so7"id interrogation, :Which lasted all 

through tho afternoon. Uo,vover, during this interrog.1.tionj I 
• • ! ~ • • 

. ~~ thrEl~ statements. 
l _..... •.• • 

(miris~ - nu'.eotl>) 
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Q Do you rememba r vihot hor t he last sbtcment which you 

wrote dcnm, because of t.'1.ese accusations, was any different from 

tho statement ,mich you wrote previous to that? 

A Yes. 

Q How wero these sta.tements dii'foront? 

A I wrote tho la:it statomont as I had to ,n-ita it: 

that ,.,o ware to spread terror and fright, so tha t the enemy T1ould 

be afraid to JJeet us. 

Q And ,ms this statement, accord.inc to your comprehen-

sion, not correct? 

A No, it rras not correct. 

Q \'lhat wao correct? 

A The word 11 terror" wns nevor us ed in this connection; 

the word 11 terror11 was only us ed in connection \Tith the expression 

"?Ombing terror11 • We wore not supposed to spread panic, confus­

ion and frieht, bJt the' Skorzony troops which proceeded us W1'3ro 

supposed to do this, as 11011 as the agents :md the paratroops. 

Q Why did you tell them, during this interrogation, that 

you did not go to Peiper? 

A I was told that this order that prisoners or war wore 

not supposed to be taken 1'1'38 issued by Peiper .ind that I should 

have protected Jl\YS&li agnimit it. At the end or the interroga­

tion, I asked the interrogator when I would be tried before a 

court and he told mH 11 •••such little war criminals as you will 

not be put borore a court; rre cnn 1t inake suoh a big show for the 

little r,u:.ys like you. This will only be a trial or the record; 

it rlll be decided tonight o.nd you ,will find out your sentence 

tomorrow••• 11 • 

Q , \~ere you again. S8,!lt ~t~ s ~litary .c~~ ~ e:non~? 

C-----:--' 
(Christ - Direct) 
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A Yes, subquently I was sent to solitary confiner.tent. 

Q Wero you again interrogated? 

A Yes, I was interrogated .for a short while, on the 12th 

or January, 19h6. Durine thiS interrogation, I was supposed to 

charge thnt Peiper had boen present wh<Jn Poetschke issued his or­

ders, but I couldn 1t do that, because I hadn 1 t seen Peiper at all 

at this ti.mo: I denied it. 

Q And l'f8r8 you aga\n interrogated, l.nter on? 

A Yes, on the 19th of Uarch, 1946. 

Q \'lrult happened then? 

A The interroca,tion went on, as .follo17S: 11 •••wo called 

you here in order to' toll you about the points o~ your charge. 

VTe want you to have a good chance; you are onl:y a .Firot Lieuten­

nnt; we want Peiper, Preiss and Dietrich - we only want tliem, 

not you. 11 I was then told about the accusations against me: that 

I had given orders in La Oleize to shoot prisoners or war, that 

I had &1-ven orders in Stoumont to ohoot prisoners or war and 

that I had boon present at the orossroads and had given orders. 

I denied that. Thereupon, I was cursed terribly and I was told 

that if I didn 1 t iell the troth, I would be hanged in Broohschnl, 

that my mother ,,ruld receive a form message about my hanging and 

that she lTOuld not get any- work,' and that, since she would then 

not cat any ration card.a, she would then neoessari3:Y starve. 

I ,ms also told that ir I wouldn I t talk I would be sent to Stou­

mont and be 8hot there Tlhile trying to escape; they told mo that 

I would regrot the hour in which I had 1_1.ot com.'ilittqd suicide 

and that my mother would regret and curse the hour in TJhich sho 

eavo birth !-8 me. 

Q • Ono other quostio~t were . you .onao · coni'ronted ITT.th· 

Rn Amei:ic~n ·orticer? 

(Christ ~ Direct) 



A Yes, that ,,as on the 4th or April, 1946. 

R-252-6 Q ,·ni.at happened then? 

A I lfBS confronted with First Lieutenant Larry and I 

mis told that he would recognize me with absolute oortainty -

and that he had recognized me rrom the tine nhen he r.a.s lying 

:n the ditch at the crossroads, and that he had seen me run up 

and do,-m at the crosaroada and had heard me give orders to 

shoot prisoners or wnr there . 

Q Did First Lieutenant Larry say that him.sell, or did 

the interrogating o!ticor say that? 

A Fi:mt Lieutenant Larry only opoke English and dur-

ine the time that I ffllS confronted vdth him there wore . about 

five or six other men present and1I was told On thnt occasion 

that that waa what he had said. 

Q And wha t did you reply to that? 

A I said that it must bo an error and. that I coul~.1t 

. be possible. 

Q Vlha t happened then? 

A Thereupon this meeting was tinishod.0 
Q During any subsequent interrogations, was the s~te-

0 
ment or Lieutenant Larry over referred to again? 

A llo. 

DE\o"EHSE (Dr. Hertkorn): No further questions. 

DEFENSE (Colonel Everett): You may cross. 

PROSSCUTION (Captain Schumacher): I have some ques-

tions. 

CROSS-l)i(Al!INATIO!I 

QU3STIONS BY_p!E PRQSEXlUTIOII (Captain Schuinachor), 
~· ::,.-. :.: ~ ., . . . . .. . 

(Christ :_ Cross) • '. #:·. • 

e • • 
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Q As I understand it, Christ, the intsrroe;ators there at 

Sclmabisch Hall wero encouraging ;rou, in Uarch, 1946, to commit 

suicide, is that correct? 

A Yos. 

Q They didn I t want to sav~ you and have you as an accus-

ed in a wnr crines trial, did they? 

A , I don I t lrnow how you mean that? 

Q You had plonty or razor blades in your call, sc.i that 

you could cor.mdt nuicide easily? 

A Ir I had wanted to do that, or courso I could havo 

done so, because r.e did recoive razor blades. 
0 

Q And they wero taken away from you, immadiately after 

0 you had shaved weren't they? 

A Yes, that usually took about ten or twenty minutes -

however, I didn't .finish tho first question: during that in­

terrogation, I was told -

PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher) 1 I£ the court please, 

I request that the court instruct the witness to answer the ques­

tions that are asked him. Ir he ,rants to make a speech on re-dir­

ect, ho has the right to do so - unless he wants to explain his 

answer. 

PRESIDENT: The witness will answer the questions. 

Q. Now, you say that you got to Sclnra.biech hall on the 7th 

or Decernbor, 19L5, and that you made your written statement on 

that some date, is that ri&h,t? 

A Yes. 

Q Prior to that, your previous interrogation had taken 

place in August, 1945, Ython you were in a PN Camp, at Ebonsee, 

is tl1nt correct? 

- :·A • Ye~. 
~ . . 

... .. -. (Christ - Oros,) 



Q So the statement -- the second statement, that you wrote 

on the 17th or December, 1945 -- no, strike that question. When 
R-252-8 

you were interrogated on t~e 17th of Decembi?r, 19L5, you were 

not confronted with ariy of your .fellow officers, were you? 

A no, not on the 17th. 

Q Well, the 17th was the day that you lfl'ote your etate-

roont, wasn't it - the statement that has been introduced into 

evidence in this trial? 

A Yes, that was the 17th of December. 

Q So that your statement. was not precipitated by a 

breakdmm in the comradeship of your former tellow-offioero or 

the men of your ~ompany?0 
A No. 

Q In other words, you were just about the first officer 

to tell about these orders in the First Panzer Regiment, weren't 

you, as you have latar found out? 

A At this time I vtas told that I was one of the last to 

testify and that all of the Othera lTho had been· there had already 

made their statements and that they ha.d all admitted it -

Q - and so, you decided to tell the truth yoursel£? 

A No, I didn't decide that. 

Q , So, you told your story, just to he consistent with 

the stories . that the others had told, according to your under­

standing, is that correct? 

A No, I denied it: I said that it wasn't. like that, 

however, at that time I was ao confused that I didn't even 

have my own opinion any more. 

Q Hw long had you been in the Army at that time, Christ? 

· A . . Up_ to that time, I had been in the Army since 1938. 

(Chri~t C Cr~s) ,1., ..- • • ... . ! 
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Q In other words, about sovon yoara? 

A Seven years, yes . 

Q · And yau trere greatly contused, because an jnterroga-

tor had told you what your i'ellon--ofi'icors had told about theao 

orders, prior· to tho Eitel orrensive? 

A \'fell, the interrogator accused me of per jury, and thn t 
. 

is the reason that I bocnme so confused. Furthermore, 
~ 

thoro wore 

throe men talking to me. Furthemore, I was curs.cd at and I was 

so surprised at this treatraent, that I oouldn 1t form a olear opin­

ion at that time. 

Q When you were quf!stioned on tho 17th of December, 1945, 

as to Trhat had transpired on the 15th of December, 1941, you 

couldn't remember Tlhat had taken.place on the 15th of December, 

1944, because this interrogation came as a complete surprise to 

you, isn 1t that true? 

A The 15th of December had never been mentioned up to 

that time. 

Q· or course, when you were inteM'ogated at Ebenaee, in 

August, 19L5, tha t -interrogation had nothinc to do with th~ or­

ders that had been issued prior to this oi'fen~ive, did it? 

A No -- but, in a certain respect: yes. Th.lt there wns 

no such order, according to Yrhich prisoners of war were to be 

shot. I uas never asked about tho 15th of December. 

Q or course , when you were interrogated in August, in 

Ebensee, any questiomJ that may have been asked at that tine a~ut 

orders that ·had been isauod prior to this offensive did not re­

call to your mind the lhth or the 15th or December, 1944, did it? 

A No, because the 15th o.r December was nothing unusual 

in itself. 

~ - And t liore wna nothing unusual about aiiY' ?t , the days 

(Christ - C~ps) 
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Q 
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t hnt irnmodiately preceeded tho begi.Ming of this ortcnsive, al­

thoue;h you were interrogated about orders issued prior to the 

beginning of this offensive , is that richt? 

A There nas nothinc unusual contained in these orders, 

so that I would particularly remember them. 

Q And v,hon you got to Zu!fenhausen, on the 20th of nov-

ember, and found out that you were at an infornment camp, you 

didn 1 t think any more about whnt. had ,transpired prior to tho be­

g.lnning of this offeneivo, is that rie;ht? 

A Uo. I asked n:tY' men why we were there and my men asked 

me the same thing. 

Q And you hod no idea 1'1hy you Trere there? 

A Uo, I have a veiy pure oonscienoe. 

Q ~d is that the reason that you asked your comrades 

at Zu!fenhausen about orders to kill prisoners of l'far, because 

you had no idea why yol.l were there? 

A I asked them about that at this time, because I had 

beeri told, in m;y interrogation at Ebensoe, that suoh an order 

ho.d existed• . 

Q And tho.twas in August, 19L5? 

A Yes, in August, 194.5. 

Q And you got to Zuftenhausen on the 20th of Hovember, 

A Yes. 

, Q And Y,OU had no idea why you 1Toro there, is tho.t right? 

A I did lmOlf that it wns in connection with the Ualmedy 

Affair. 

Q Didn Ii. yuu· just testify a moment ago that you had no 

idea why you T[Bre at zurrenhauaen? • 
~ • • • w • 

',(Christ - Oros~) 



A I am talking about the charr;o or tho accusation that 

I ,ras charged with and what I had to do l'd th ·it. 

Q You assumed, of course, that you were just there as 

an idle ep~ctator? 

A I was waitin8 for whatever was to come - I was wait-

ing for a surprise. 

Q So, you vrere !'o~warned, · ;1hen you were interrogated 

on the 14th of Decanber, at Schwabisch Hall~ if you were wait­

ing for &. surprise, is that correct? 

A No, because what I was charged 1rlth at' Schwabisch 

0 Hall, on the 17th, was like lightning out of a clear sky. 

Q And what the interrogator said at Sch\'rabiach Hall,0 
at that time, wao that you had been issued orders not to take 

phaoners and that that meant that you ·ware to shoot them? 

A Yes, I was charged with that. 

Q And that came to you as· a complete surprise? 

A Yea, ' this explanation of theoe orders was a great 

surprise to me. 

Q Despite the fact that a month prior you had discuss-0 
ed ,exactly the same subject vdth your men at zurrenhauaen? 

0 
A We didn I t say anything about that in Zuffenhausen, 

neither any of my m8ll, nor the mon of the other Companies. We 

never even talked about any such explanationa or those orders. 

I particularly asked them several times: "• ••D~id I ever give 

you orders, apcording to which pris!)ners or war were to be ehot••• n, 

and all or them Assured me that that was never the case, and the 

l5 th or December. was nev~r mentioned. 

Q So, actually, as I understand your ans1TOr, you did. die-

cuSs 'the prl,positiori of your having issued orders to ahoot prison-
_ _• ._,_. · ,· .... • • •. • I 1·., ' • .··. : 

(Christ - Cr~! s .) 
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era of war with your men, when you wore at Zuf.fenhausen, is 

that correct? 

A Yes, as to whether I had ever given any such order. 

we· conversed about that, becaut10 this charge was made generally 

in Ebensee; not only 1'11ls I charged with it, but Lieutenant Fisch­

er and Lieutenant Hennecke were cha.reed with it also. 

Q And so, when you mre interrogated on this subject 

less than a month afterr,.irds, at Schwabisch Hall, it came to you 

as a complete surpi-ise, ia that right? 

A That such an ardor existed, of course, that was a 

complete surprise to me, and I denied it. 

Q Christ, of course, you first denied that there had 

been any meeting of tha men ~in your IJompany on the 15th of Dec­

ember, or that you had given any speech at all, didn't you? 

I am referring to your interrogation at SChwnbisch Hall, on the 

17th. of December, 1945. 

A I did not deny it: I :i.nwEdiately admitted it and, be-

fore that, thore ;was nevor a word mentioned about any speech on 

the 15th or December. 

Q Christ, didn 1 t you say on direct examination that 

when you were first interrogated you oould not remember anything 

about having given a speech on the 15th of December, 1944, nnd 

that it 'WilS only when the interrogator reminded -you or that smnll 

automobile or yours, the camp fire, and the field desk, that the 

thing was· recalled to your memory? 

A No, I didn 1t say that and it wasn't like that: when 

~ wrote nzy- first statement in Schwapisch ,Hall, not a word 

was mentioned a.pout my speech at;td ~~n I \tas told that I had 

oOme to rif/" Co~iny ·on the ·15th of December' and that . a ti.re was . 
..· . · .. •. -c ·.,.·,.·, ,· 

(Chris~ - c;:?ss) , ~. f~ 
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burning t here and that I had made a speech, and then a statemont 

by a man unlmmm to me was read to me artd I imme.diately admitted 

that that Vias the case. 

Q _No, Christ, is your memory all right nO\T? 

~ Yes, no'" memory ia all rieh"t. 

Q Dicln 1 t you testify within the last two minutes thnt 

when you ffl'Ote your first statement nothing was read and nothi11g 

was aaid ·about tho speech that you had made to your Company? 

A Yes. 

Q Is that correct? 

A I•m not sure that I understood the question. 

Q Let me read to yoy !'ron;. Prosecution Exhibit P-15, which 

is a statement made by you and dated the 17th of December, 1945: 

11 0n this occasion, Poetschke stated _that the impending 

battle would be the decisive battle. Among other things, tie said 

that we should behave towards the eneltJiY in such a way tha. t we would 

create among them panic and terror and that the reputation for 

spreading panic and terror through our behavior should preceed 

our troops, so that the enemy would be frie,htened even to meet 

them. Amon~t other thit:.~, ho also sta~d, in connection with 

this, that no prisoners should be taken. I add nothing to ~is 

talk nor did I take anything away from it, but on the samo evenine 

I repeated to my- Company in the Blankenheim Forest that Poetschke 

- whnt Ppetsohke had to1d to us". 

,No1;, do you still insist that, when you made your first 

statement, that the talk that you ~e to your Company ,1asn 1 ~ men­

tioned? 
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A That isn• t my first stnter.iont, tha t is nw oecond stato-

mont: the first Dtatement was never read to me here. 

Q So, you claim that you made three statements, is that 

correct? 

A Yes; I l'lrote thrco and a hall statements and one of them 

mis taken away from me again. 

Q Now, you say that, when you were interrogated on the 17th 

of December, 1945, you .were called a 11 lying pig11 , is that correct? 

A Yes, there was even more than that said, not only that. 

Q And you Ttere told that you would hang .for perjury? 

A No, I never said that I ,vould be haneed because of per-

jury. 

Q Didn't you say that the i nterroe;ator told you that you 

would hang? 

A I said that, yes. 

Q And you thought that you would be taken right out ntrl 

strung up with a rope, is that right? 

A No, I didn 1 t think that, because I asked afterr,qrds 

when I ,vould be tried and ii' I would get a defense counsel. 

Q So, that the statement that you would hang had no in-

11.uence on you ,1hat0Ver? 

A At this time, there was only talk about hanc:tnc; and 

then, when the statements were written., tha.t i'tnS then weakened 

somouhat., about the hangtng - after the statements had been 

written. 

Q 11m asking if' you believed it or not., vrhen they to_ld 

you th.at you would hang? 

A At that tim? I believed ovorything., · there mis an Amer-

icii.n "officer standing before me and I didn't then know the meth-

~~aj t~t ~~ ~~ed, U: intei'ro~ ~iona
1 

~1; 5ch; abisch Ha~;, . 

·, 
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Q You know the method3 that were used as far as you were 

concerned, don I t you? 

A Uo, I also know the methoda that ·we re used vii.th tho 

othor men. 

Q And you \mow about tJ:i.esc methods only from what they 

havo told you, .isn 1 ~ that correct? 

A Yes, I learned about that later. 

Q No11, you al!Jo lmorr that other people in Schrrabis ch Hall, 

besides the interrogatinc officer, called you a Ulying pig11 , don't 

you? 

A YC3a, that was the .order of tJ1a day : not only I ,ms call-

ed a liar, but everyone ,mo told t.l-ie truth was called a linr. 

Q You lmou that in L!o.rch, 19lt6, thrao men of your Company, 

accused in this ·case, Ritzer, Siperski and Hoffman told you that 

you were a liar ·and that you should be man enoueh to admit hav­

ing given them ardors to shoot prisonero of war, bocause that is 

all you did, throughout tho offensive -

DEfo'EUSE (Mr. Strong): Objection. I sllbmit to the 

cou~ tha.t this whole lino or questioning in tho last raw min­

utes, is highly argumentative nnd intimidating. 

PROSEJUTIOH (Captain Sohwnaohor): It is .an entirely 

proper queGtion. This witnsss is charged ·.rlth having given or­

ders to these men to shoot prisoners or war -- that 1s \That the 

present accused is on trial i'or. 

DEFENSE (llr. st·rong): We don I t object to tho ques­

tion as such, · and to the. way -- ai:id to its substance, but to 

the way they are bein6 put to the '°?' tness • 

.PROSm:m~.u (Cap'\,ain Schumaqhor): ·Ir ,t1}8,_ c_O~_rt_.Pl! ~se, 

I- run not rru:dliar ,dth any rule or evidel)o·e t~t go~~~·a -~~ :..: • 
•' . . . ~ . . ~ 

(Christ - Cross).. 



tone of voice of counsel. We rospoctfully submit that the ques­

R-2$2-16 tion is proper. 

PRESIDENT: Proooed with your quostion. 

Q All right, will you please anSTror the question? 

A Yes, the men had to cal.l me a liar at that time, and 

when. they are called to the a tand here, they will tell you 11hy. 

Q · You 1ve taken ca re of tha t, have you? 

A I don 1 t understand that? 

Q You have dii::cusscd it with them, since you have be-

come an accused? 

A Yes, I have spoken to them. 

Q Then the answer to ~ question is llycsu, is that right? 

A Yes, the men said that. 

Q And do you remember that Rehagel, another of the acouo-

od, who is alleged to have shot at the cross roads south of lJal­

medy, on speciric orders i'rom you, also told you that you wore a 

lllying pig11 when you l7ould deny that - aOO told you that to 

your face, did he not? 

0 A Yes, Rehagol himself will knmT best h071 that oame about. 

0 I lmow it, too. 

PRESIDENT: The court will recess until l0J0. 

(Whereupon, 1at the dirootion ~£ the Prosid'3Jlt, the court 

receBBed at l.000 hours.) 

0 

(Christ - Croso) 
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25-D-l (Whereupon t he court reconvened at 1030 hours.) 

PRESI IT.cliT: Court will co:ne t o order. 

PROSF.CUTI ON : If the court pl ease, l et the record show 

thut all m~bers of the cou1·t , all me.1:1bcro of tho prosecution 

,·dth the exception of Lt . Col. Crawford who i :. al>scnt on busines ti 

for the prosecution and Co.ptain Byrne, who hao been excused by 

verbal order of the Commanding General, all me:nbero of tho 

dcfenoe with the exception of Dr. I~u, Dr:. Pfister, and Dr. toiling, 

who are aboent on business f or the defense, all 'of the defcndanto, 

and t he reporte:- are present , 

DE':.-'El/3E COUNSEL: The defense r ecalls the accused 

Freid.rich Christ. 

(\'/hereupon tho witneos, Freitlrich Christ, resumed the, 

stand and testified further as followo:) 

CllOSS-lllull!lll~TI OII (Continued) 

QUE5TIONS BY Pl10SEC\ll'IOII ( Captain Bhum•ckor) : 

Q Christ, .I believe you teotiried ~n direct examination 

that prior to the Eifel 0££ensi ve you gave the men of your Company 

opccii'ic and definit e inotructiona a.u to their conduct vrith re­

ference to the treatment and handling ot prisoner s of war? 

A Yea. 

Q ~d you nlao told youx: men ho-;1 they should behave 

~ event they \tere captured? 

A · Yea. 

Q You told t han that they need only give their name 

and their ranlc m;id their feldpoot nwnber, as .provi ded by the 

ii.1le3 of the Geneva ·Convention, b that correct? 

A • Yes • 

. · Q Wh~re hav~ ~ U · evc~ •ne~: an~hµ18_-i _n ~h~ g~~.~v:\c~n- ,:: 
1:'ention ~bout giving a feld

0 

pooJ:, number? 

A• • I never hdY, t ho Geneva directive& in my hands. 
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A Yes, I did read them, 

Q I thought you ju!:lt allid you never had thmn in your hand? 

A I meant to sa.y I never had a. book in my handa which con-

t ained all the lll3tructiom1 of the Geneva Convention . 

Q I 1ll aak you once acain: Did you over read the rules of 

tho Geneva Convention, .\·1hethor in 11 boolc, a pamphlet, or ln a manual, 

in your life? 

A I ho.d the part in my hand v,1lich concerns us, that of 

the pdsoners of war nnd thoae a re general orders and I know about 

them. 

Q That 1o what I'm a sking you, ab:o~lt the rules of the Genevn 

Convention with respect to prioonera of war , How, where in those rules 

have you over seen anything about giving a feldpoat nwnber by a 

soldier when he is captured? 

A I cannot state with one hundred percent certainty that this 

was contained in tho rules. It was only my opinion that this belonsed 

to it, too. , 

Q Also, prior to the offenaive you explained to the men· in 

your company tha.t thoy, being 1nembero of a - -

DEFffiSE COUNSEL: (Dr. Hertkom) The v,itnesa baa intention 

to ata.te another aentenca o.nd ho a_,to.rted with the prisoners o~ war and 

then Captain Sh~cker interrupted him. 

c PROSF.CUTION: 11' the court pl ease, may we have_ thh trans­

l ated so the prooecution will know \'tha.t 1s going on . 

PRESIDM: That 1a what we 1re t1-yine to do. 

IllTEHPRETER: He only r opca.ted what I uaid before, He 

wasn 1t aurc it vrns tranala.ted ·baca.uae he doean 1t understand &lgliah, 

PROSEx::UTION: I ~on•t wtcle:!tand what he 1a saying and hc 1s 

~~en t8.iking !o_r sever"al seconds. 

~UEl3TIOIIS ,B~ P~ECU~ION (Captain Sh-ckcr): 

Q I y,aan't conscious of ho.~in& i.nte;rupi.ed the ;titnes·s. Were 

http:i.nte;rupi.ed
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Q Go ahead. 

A I wanted to oay that I remember with certainty the 

special order Ylhich we received and according to which American 

soldiero were instructed to give their nwne, rank and APO nrimber, 

Q You are ouro that you saw that order? 

A Yo:i, we received this order, 

q So you instructed your men in accordance with what you 

understood Americana to do, rather than according to the :r-..U~ s of 

the Genova Convention? 

A No, with r eference to the in::itructiona I gave I 

especially pointed out that there had to be silence about that 

and set up as an example for inntruct~ona the American soldiers 

received, 

Q · You told your men o.lsO how they were to treat prisoners of 

w~r in event they captured the!!L? 

A Yes, I told them that too. 

Q But you also told them they weren't to capture nny, 

did.:n 1t you, beca1;1se they were members of 8:n a:nnored r;:roup w,d ho.d 

no time to fool with prisoners of war? 

A There might always~be o.n occasion that prison~rs of 

war have to be taken and this inatruction of mine only i·eforred 

to tho offnnsive in the Ardenneo and to the first event of the 

annored group. 

Q With special reference to the Ardenneo Offc."l.oive, or 

the Eifel Off enoiv!, as it has be?1'1 referr.ed to in this cauo, 

did you inotrnct your men ihat they were members of a f ast 

moving_' annorod group, that they ohouldn 1t pay nny 'attention .to 

the flanks, that they would ~ot tu.lee any pr~ooners of war, and 

• , t:hnt that wOuld ,be tak.eii carO of by the· Infantry following ·up, , 
• • • •• 0 • • • ' • • 

iu t(lat correct? 

A Yea. 

http:referr.ed
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Q \'Th.a~ did you t~ll the.l\ to do about pri:ioner:i of war 

that were captured or who surrendered if they ::1ay no Infantry 

behind them? 

A Directly to tho rear there b alwaya ac,me Infantry 

following , 

Q In other wordo, despite the imminent situation on 

either flnnl<: you were just going to im>tl'Uct prisonero of war to 

walk baclc nlong the road of advance, i u that right? 

A In this case, ye:.. 

· Q No me.-nbers of any tank crews were to guard the 

sui-rendercd prisonera? 

A I donlt know if I underata.nd the question conoctly. 

I don 1t lcnow whether at the time of the Ei!'el Offensive there 

were some crewa of lmocked-out tanks.: 

Q I 1m not talking about . what situation existed. I Im 

talking a.bout instructions you gave your men, Did you instruct 

any of th~ members of the Second Panzer Co:npany that they were to fall 

out of the colwnn and guard prbonero of i'IU.r until the Infa.ntr:,· 

caught up with them? 

~ - A No, I . did not tell them that, . I \'lould have forbidden 

it. 

Q And, as far as you know, no men of your Company ever 

c~Oppod out of the colwnn to f:.'1.lard priaonora of war? 

A That ,-raa not necessary. I was driving at the end of 

the first marching group. 

Q 1111 nak you tho queotion again; Did you ever see 

any men of .your cOnlpany fall out of the colwnn and ~o.rd pr:l.aonera 

of war? 

A I don 1t \mow about which operation you ~ro t~king. 

Q •I'm tillcLrlg about th~. Ei.fel cirrenoivo .. · ; 

~ A No, I already otateci that• no ~one or my company wao 

~rd:red ;o g~ gut or~ t t1e c; iumn- ~d .to g'Ja.rd prlaoncro or war. t 
' • ~ •t. 
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There was no uu ch neccosity t.o do :Jo ns all the priooner :1 of war 

I saw wet·e already guarded by infantrymen or parachutistu, 

Q Where, and when? 

A That wao during the Eitel Off<'.noive . I remember that 

I oaw prisoners or itaclce r sberg evacuated to the rear but it was 

not of o.ny interest t o me since I did not have anything to do tdth 

it. 

Q Was it 0£ any interes t to you \'lhen you Daw thooe 

priooneru or war shot a t the Cross Roads south or J.io.J.mcdy? 

A Ho, it coill d not hav e been or any interest to me lJ1;1ce 

I rmsn 1t present , 

Q You didn 1 t know anything about it; did you? 

A No, 

Q You didn 1 t £ind out about it until you were interrogated 

at Ebensoe in August, 1945, did you? 

A I did know that something had ha.ppen~d on the C!'OOD Roa.de, 

Q When did you know? 

A I already lmcv,· about it in the Camp of Torabe~g . That 

was immedio.tely ai'ter the capitulation and I already lmev, about it 

whon still in the area or .ta Gloize. I can no longer oay, That 

da~ 110.11.ebody talked something about it but nobody knew anything 

for sure , They wore only questions, U this man or the other one 

,would know anything, that ::1omething had happened on tho Cross 

Roads , 

Q Do you deny that you rnudo a thorough invcot.igo.tion 

or the mon 1n'. thn Second Panzor C?mpany to detennine whether 

or not . nny or your m~n participated in the shooting at the Croso 

noo.ds south of Ualmedy on 17 December 1944'1 

• A ' That ·vras not necessary because no one of my men. • 

• Participated in th~ ~~~u; ences o~ tho ~l'OoJI Ro'ads uo1:1,~h or 

Ualmedy. Uy coi~ ~;s o.1-fuys t~o first fonnation, . 
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3'"ou if you deny making a tho rou13h inve3ti gation to detennino 

Vlhether the men in your company purticipnt ed in that masDacre, 

!Im asking you whether or not you made that investigi tion? 

A I did not make an investigation among the men of my 

company , I only wna ~oked wh et her or no_t I lmew aomething, 

anythlllg about it o.nd I answered it negatively and unsvicred the 

atatanent for r.iy men ,·dth •11No11 • 

Q Who a.oked you wh othcr you !mew anything about it? 

A That was once ~n the CP of tho bat.ta.lion and I don't 

remember o.n;r more when it was but it muot have boen after the 

break-out of the encirclement of La Gleize. 

Q You nevor received an order to mo.lee an investie;ation 

inuofar as your company was concerned? 

A Of course I did receive this order and the order was 

given me in the fonn 'thn_t I was asked, and then that question waa 

an order to me and I i mmediately carried out this order and that 

I answered upon thiu question: 11 Nothing hnd happened in my 

place. I don 1t know anything about it . No 0110 of my company 

could have participated. n 

Q Christ, arter you attended thio meeting conducted by 

Poetschke, you diacuosed the contents of tho inotructiona you had 

received with tho commanding Officer of the Fi.rot Company, Obcr­

stunnt'ouhror Kremsor, did you not? 

PROSECUTION (Captain Shumacker): Elecuae me, there's 

been a mistake in the translation, 

INTEllPRETE:l: Will you read the question? 

(Whereupon tho report.er did as requested.) 

A I did not talk to .i.11 tho Conmanding Of!icero but 

only 'to the Company panmande:.-; Fi.rot Lieutenant Kremsei-, and that 
0 

Traa ·on the trip to the company. 
0 

"• , : q" And. the 1•;a·son you had . a cli.ocusaion 'tdth· ~relns~r WaS 

because you were ui'raid~ to asswne 0 the responsibility or passing
• • • t • I 
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on these orders to your company but you deci ded that you would do 

so, isn •t that the pl ain truth? 

A No, those ordero ·..1ere not unumial for ua. \'le did not 

diocuos those orderu, They wore not i mporto.nt . The import.ant thing 

wau tho offem1ive and what wao eoing to happen during the next daya. 

Q I! the orcfers weren't :lmpo1·ta.nt 01· dicln 1t worry you at all, 

why were you oo careful to put thh in your statement, ,·.tiich is 

Prooucution 1 s S>mibit 11P-1511 and 11P-l5A11 : 

11 •••• On my own, I added nothing to hio tlllk nor 
did I .take anything away from it, but on the same 
evening I repeated to m,y company in the Blankenheim 
Forest what Poetschko had told to ua. n 

A Those wore not ~ ideas, I already said that, I was 

a11ked whether or not I had talked to aom.ebody, I eaid: 11 Yes, with 

Krcmaer.11 BUt in this coMection &s it is in the statment it waa 

brought ~p by ~ intcrrog;.tor. 

http:Krcmaer.11
http:lmpo1�ta.nt
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Q And it MIS your interrogo.tor 1s insistanoe thnt you didn't 

elaborate on those orders at all? 

A Yee, it r.a.s tne only thing I oould say to him nnd I said 

it to him and "hat he ' wan'bJd mi, to say he diotatod to me, but in an­

other interpretation; in o different interpretat:ion. At that tiino 

I did not haw an opinion ony IOOre. · It was the opinion of rrr, in­

te~rogator •and ir I -r;antad to defend myself and 1r.Bke objections I 

v.as told to bo silent end ...as cursed at .an?.., 

Q And because you WJre -b:>ld to be silent end "'6re cursed at 

why you just wrote anything the interroga1:0r vranted you to v.ritet 

A r' made objections but I wae--but every tirno I was yelled at 

and· I was told to shut up and those mnttsrs w,re oonpletely uninter­

esting for the interrogator. 

Q And the intorroga.tor didn 1t want you to say anything about 

having given ordGrs to shoot prisoners -of 1'9,r I did he? 

A Yes, ho wantod m, to do so. 

Q \ihy__didn 't you ?.1"ito the.t when he diotated it to you'l 

A Beoauao it mu not uid. Only ·the.t v.as reduced to Wt"it-

ing was \'lhat I had stated, or what I was supposed to have stated. 

But the interrogator told me and it aa.id--and it elso anid ao 

in the statormnt--whioh was ahom to· me 1 thnt I did not eay thnt pris­

onors or nr would be shot. 

Q So thnt is the raason you "didn't put it in this state~nt 

dated 17th Deoamber 1 1944? 

A It ll'aan I t raduoad to l\1"iting. 

Q You menn the intarrogator showed you somebody slco 1 s stats-

n:ent which eaid the.~ in yo~ speooh. you did not giva an order wlling 

yo~ ni,n "bl ahoo t pr isoners or war'! 

A Yes. But it . was added to it tlnt th'3 order •e . to ·be un-

darsto?d that ...,y, that prieonore of v.-ar wero to be 11hot. 

· • Q And none of yo~ men in yo~ oompany misunderstood your 

order'l •,. 
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A Not at th8. t tireo when I gave the orde r • 0n1Y in Sohwai-

bisoh Hall. 

Q And not at tho ti_tm they partioipatod in tno allogod 

ahootingof prioonera of v:ar 1n Ot0t1mber 1944T 

A Ho. 

Q One othc,r queotion. You l'Jill recall, Christ, that you w,re 

in'b9rrogabd again . in Uaroh 1946, at Sonwaibisoh Hall, at ldlion 

ti.nB you y,-ere asked and questioned about speoifio orders that you 

had given to certain men ot your company, ll'ith rohrenoe to detin­

ito acts involvini; tM shootings of prisonora of y,11,r during tho 

Bifel offensive in December 1944. ls thnt true'/ Now I am just 

asking you it' you w,ra interrogated on that au~jeot? 

A That y,-as o rathor long question• lbiy I repoo.t it? You 

man I v.11,s queationod in Sohwaibieoh Holl in Ji&roh, v1hother or not 

:i: had given spsoial ordors in speoial ai'b.tationaT 

Q . Thnt is right. Tha.t is ntet I m,e,n. 

A For inatenoo, the orders for shooting• Yoe, I ,w,s in-

terr~gated. I MB queationsed about that. 

Q I will ae k you i.1' you didn 1 t tell Mr• Elowitt, !ii~ing 

hero at tho Prosooution I e table, on that ocoaaion that you ~re not 

going to mal'e any etatonnnt about it; . that you had aeon plenty of death 

in your five or six years intM ar~y and if you \'18re going to die, 

you would die liki, a tr.an and not aquoal on your oomradoe. And didn I t 

you rurthor stato that you hoped tho Amoricana would not J udge the 

Jten thet ws had there at Sonn.ibisoh Hall aa a ee.mpla or saaaonod 

SB troop:,, that ws must oortainly know thi, psychology or the Gornm 

to be able to elicit tho rro.sa ot infornation vo had aeourad. or 

oourse those aro not your oxaot W>rda. 

A That ' is not the subatnnoe, oithsr. 

~ ~q All rightJ ,d,a.t •• tha a_~batanoe? 

A I remsmber 'th.a t m "9re taiking a~out those m,;thod.e, but• 
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not in this mle.ning. A."!.d I havo to g ive tho following a:itplo.nations 

to that. I wns told11 ioon like Peipor, Die f'onthal and yourself, to 

' l'lhiOh tho Third Reioh gnvc ev!rything they 1'.&n'tod, had to di(h Thoy 

had no right to live e.ny more. They only aro a burden for us Amorioana. 

Tho oirolo in v.hioh you are so oloso now, thoy only aay they aro able 

to to.ke · you out'1and thon it ,.aa , olenr '00 me and among othar things I 

v.es told, and on the basis or those storios it was clear to ma that 

v.e did not have anything to e-xpaot and it v;ns only a quostion of 

days or '\":eeks• And on this oooasion I told W. Ktrschba~m it did 
I 

not nnttor at all l'lhot11!f y,ould admit a thing, or di.ether I wculd 

deny it. l'.b hnve ,'bJ die anyv.'fty and that I v.us oto.r god with and my 

~n v.are charged with never happened· and for this reason he y,ould 

never reooivo any affir°'mative ansv.er • 

Q You said nothing, titan, about being ashamod of the raot 

that as many mm as you lmew about had squealed on that aooountt 

A Yes, I said this. Tb.at I was aahatmd of those DJ9n who 

permitted thettaelvas to be usod for 'OOstimony and ohargos again~t 

their om oorrrados, beoo.use all those atatsmonts v.are invented. 

Q. You ~re not re.ferr ~g to tha rren vAlo ho.d signed oon.fes-

aions that ilq,lioatad themsdves as well as their oomradea'l Now 

you can nnsy,er that yes or no, o&n 1 t you't 

A In the statenent I malu, I only charged myself beoauao I 

was oonistantly, told that my rritn -,,,ould be hanged for 'me. It was 

during my first interrogation, the 17tlt. It v.-ae also reason Wly I 

· surrendered to my fate, and because I, as company oommonder, ml& 

responsible for that and my msn were not responsible• 

Q. Now, are, you telling us now trl'lt the reason you surrendered 

to your fate, as you oall it, is beoause you had seen a mass of atato­

m,nts, or had been confronted by nany or yolD' oo~adast 

A I am now talking about tln fir8 1:_. ~terrogiti"on ,in Soh•ibiaoh 

Ilall on the 17th Deoomber. AJ; 't}:lat tim, nobody .,,.a,a ~on.fronted -.1th 

ne. 
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Q Do you rom,1r.bi,r my qU'lation whon you jwrped from L'aroh 

bo.ck to December in your teetirony'l 

A Yes. 

Q \'Oll, just a minutel Would you mind anev.ering my question? 

A Ye~• The intorrogation, in I>eioomber m.d tho interrogation 

. in l'e.roh llre conneotod ~ery c lcflely. 

Q I thought you he.d forgotten my quution. My qu9ation v.tls 

a vory s:ln,pb one. I oskod thia questions Were ths men that you 

refilrred to in your provioua aney,er rmn of your company who had nde 

oonfeaeione implicating themselvos o.e \\'!Jll as thoir oorrradesY And 

I am talking about your interview or interrogation in l 'arch 1946? 

Q So your conumnta 1'.$re not direcWd to 'llhat might be to~m,d 

false witn9888B or stool pigoons? 

A I oonsidered them to b9 false ,dtnesaes at tlut tims. 

Q Do you can.sidn the man who admittod having show priscnoro 

of ,.,e,r himself ll8 a false witneu? 

A I was only confronted with thoso rren and I kn.ow that they 

did not shoot any prisonero and that is the reaeon why I considered 

thom as false witnosses. 

Q \\ho w,re you oont'ronted with? 

A I ;-;as oonfront8d with Rit.ter, Styporaki, Rehagol and Rumpf. 

Q And you •re with all four of those ID!ID ovary minute dur-

ing th9 'Eitel offfflaive? 

A I gs together 1"1ith the wn ot my ootll)any. I don 1 t want 

to aay every minute but I was together with thom where thosa ooour.. 

ronoes are supposed to havo happened. 

Q \\era you with Rahagel on the crou roads ba'heen one and
1

tm o 1clook on the 17th of December 1944? 

A Ho. 1 

~ I.ell how do you kno,,. l'lhat, h8 did there · at that timi, and. 
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A A I am not talking a.bout Rohe.gel now, I am '?llking about 

the non of my oon:pnny. I was juot about t() finioh ono sontanoo in 

regard to Rehngel and Rump!' but I did not havo a ohonoo • 

Q \'.G s Rihor in your to.nk on tho 19th or D0oombe~ 1944, in 

Stounxmt? 

A Uo, ho v.e.s not in my tank. 

PROSECUTION (Capt. Shunaokor)i Nothing f'urthar. 

REDJRECT EXAUlliATIOH 

QmSTIONS BY IEFb"'NSS COlNSEL (Dr. Hertkorn)i 

Q Did all your other n-.an of your company call you a liar 

oxoopt those ;ohioh--exoept thooe mmtionod by tho Pr'oseoutionT 

A No, 

.RECROSS EXAMnlATIOll 

Ql.GSTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumo.cker) 1 

Q -r.19ro you oonf'ronted with any others than those nwnod? 

A Yes. 

Q \\ho? 

A V'ollbrooht. 

Q I am talking about tM . accused. l.Bn \mo had oonfeesed 

to having shot priso~ers of v.11.r. 

A I was only oonrronted with threo mtm. or my oonpe.ny r.nd 

thou are charged with hav_ing shot prisoners or wo.r. 

PROSECUTION (Capt. Sh~oker)1 Nothing f'urthor. 

reratsE COUNSEL,_. Nothing r~thar on diroot oxamination. 

PRESIDE:lfT, Any quostions by tM Court? 

LAW ~MBER1 . I haw a qmstion ! By 1he Court. 

EJC!MlNATION BY: THE COURT 

QillSTIONS BY ~W IB!lBER1 

q ···1',hen you ,.era a:t Ebenaes did -you talk to any of :tp.a fol-

lowing 0-rmn1 wiii1. Ha.flt, ...xurt Bau~r~ 1/ax ·u..rtin~·,. 'zrneat Tonke1 • 

A I rBm\!Jtnber Tonka .and lle.rtins : · At ~i's m0°m:int I oo.n •·t 
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Q Un-tnraoho.rt'uehrer Kurt Ba,uar'? 

A I can't think who Bauer is. I only romombor those t ?D• 

Q At that time did you disouss--or any tine while you v.erct 

in Ebensee, did you dioouas with those men whom you Jenn, the shooting 

or Civilians at Wanne on the 2Uth of December 1944? 

A Uo. I oould not do thnt because I oo.o not in i'.imne on 

tho 20th or Deoembor at all, and because I -.s not familiar with the 

conditions in 'r.SOnct. It might be possible that thoso 1r.en brought up 

those probleIJ'IB in eom, way but I don't Y.Ilow anything about that and 

I don 1 t know anyth':ing about that and I don't know when this talk 

about tho civilians took place, since I was not in Wanne at tho.t 

time. 

FRESDENT: Any further qwstions by the Court'? Apparent­

ly none. The witness is excused. 

(Vlher~upon the wiuio~a 'W&B excused and reaurred his seat.) 

lEFh"'NSE COtnlSEL1 The Defonse oa:ls as its next witneea 

Oskar 1/auror. Dr. Hertkorn, on b9halr or the D8 i\Jnse, will conduct 

tho direct oxo.mination. The Defens8 ooni:amplates recalling this wit-

neas.0 
OSKAR t!AtRER, called as a wiiness for tho Defense, was

0 , 
sworn and testified through en interpre~r as followc1 

DIRECT EXAJ.!'DlATIOll 

Q1ESTIONS BY !EIBNSE COUl~L (In-,_Hertkorn), 

Q G~ve the Court your namo'l 

J. l/.aurer. , . 

Q First naln8? 

A Oake.r Wilhelm. 

Q How old are you? 

. A , • 2.1 ·year1J old. · 

·Since when W8re you a member gr the i st BS Pan~er Regimmtt · 
• • •• "i ," 

oSinoe June 1944 • • , e 
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Q Yihioh platoon't 

A Third platoon. 

Q '?tho v,e.s your platoon leader? 

A 2nd Lt. Koch. 

Q VfOro you present at the issuance o(' orders imimdiately 

pri,or to tho beginning or tho EU'el Offensive? 

A Yes. 

Q r\he.n did that take place? 

A On the 16th or D0 oembor. 

Q And wh!3re. 

A In the Blankenheim forest. 

Q \\ho rm.do a speech there? 

A 1st Lt. Christ. 

Q Give us very briefly tho niaterial subato.nce of this speech? 

A This is the loot chance vJ'lioh we haw to decide tho viar. 

we have to break through "'ithout looking to the right or to the loft• . 

\'ia ehould not allow ourseilvos to be stopped. 'Yb v.(lre to think of the bombing 
I 

terror. The group of Skor,.eny had to precede us and v.·as oommit-tt,d bo-

f'oro us an~ they l'.Gre to bring panic and fright AllX>ng tho lines of' the 

enemy! During that advance \',e "flQro not supposed to oonoortt ourselves 

wit~ pr1soners of war. That is the oOntents. 

Q Do you remembor 'l'd'lether in this speech anything , was en-

tioned about any oivilia,ns? 

A No. 

Q How did you consider fu 1s order not to oonoern yourselves 

·with prisoners? 

A. In ihe~sam we.y as every Pe.nzer JrAl\ _had 'b:> ,.oorisider it, 

and ho:v, i t-.,y!s o:xplsJ.ned tom, dur:!ng _Jnatr~t!ons. ~t is, 1'.0 -,,ere 

not 'b:::l br~~ in prisOner~ or W!ll'. 

Q •' ~.ere · you toid during Your ~st;uoj.ions ~ything~ab~Ut what 
0 

?,Ba '1;> liappen ·~ Pri~onGrs :or ,~r r/ th9y wsre a
0

lready ta.lean and brought ... .,.. 0
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Ji.. Yoe. 

A Yoe, we v.ero told that y,e ,..ere to troat tll!t prisoners in 

·tho DflmB 'PAY o,s vl!J desired to bo troated by tho onomy. 

Q \'Ore you told any-thine about who v:e.s to guard tho prison• 

era or what you have to do with ther.rt 

• 

A l'IO, as an arrrored group, he.d not to do muoh with prison-

ers of l\'8.r and v.~ ~ro not to concern oureolvee with thorn. For 

this reason vr:, 11)re only told that v.-e l';ore 'bJ evQOuo.to the prieonors 'bJ 

the rear and if possible ~ deliver them tO the 1-C • 

i'Jie.t v.ere you told a.bout the gue.rding of prisoners and the troe.t• 

(I lll9nt or prisohers with r .eforonoe to your being an aroorod group? 

A As I alrefldy said, we l';Oro not to oonoorn ·ouraolvaa '¢.th 

priscnors. l',e v.ere only told that V,'O wero to direct the priooners 

W tho ree.r. We could Dot oonoorn oursolvos with them booauoo 

thero v.ere too mny people who v.ere needed for tM guarding. 

Q. Yoe. Af'tor tho speech of tho ooqlany comnandor, did you 

Mar any other epoooh in your coJtt>any prior W tho Eifal Offensive? 

A Yeo. 

Q By whom't 
~ 

A Our platoon leader, 2nd Lt. Koch nade it. 

Q 

A That v.a.s in the Schmid tho im forest. 

Q Y,hat v.a·s the contents of this speech? 

A At that ti~ 2nd Lt. Y.ooh oarno be.ck from the oonpany com­

rr.ander. He brought. a map along whore the route of m,,roh vA? dre.vn · 

~ and, in addition 'to other explanations refirring to tho treat-. . 
nisnt or priiionera or' war, ho said the following, It is, forbidd&n 

W miatreat pri; onera ~r to takt!J 'away valuablea o; -.tohea and it . ' ' 
la .rurtMrm:,ro fo~bidden to rob dee.d bodio: • Everybody l'iho violaWe 

'tho~" re~ulfttion~ will be punished"· · 
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Q Did you receive any instructions in your troop as ix> the 

' .treatment of prisonors, aooording to 'the Intornational Law and tho 

Goneva Convontion? 

A Yos. 

Q What ns said a.bout treatmsnt and_tho righto or prisonerat 

A The prisonors or '°"r .,,,as only to give his namo, his dato 

or birth o.nd ho vias not supposed to 1W1lk illlm8die.toly bohind the enomy 

lines. A~d tho prisoner or v;ar l'r1l& not supposed to givo any f\lrthor 

inrorootion. 

IEFENSE COUISEL (Dr: Hertkorn), Thank you, 

IEFENSE C0tNSEL1 You nny cross axamine • 



CROSS ElWlINATION 

QUESTIONS BY PROOECUTION (CAPTAill SHUl!ACICE!!): 

Q H9w old. are you , Mauer? 

A · 21 years old. 

Q How long had you l:.con in the SS at the time 

of this offensive in Docembor 1944? 

A One and one-quarter years. 

Q Had you been in the LSSAH the entire time of 

your service w1.th the S5? 

A llo. 

Q How long had you been Ttith the LSSAH? 

A At that time, four months . 

Q You say you ware told that when prisoners or 

war were captured theinforma~ion they ha.d to divulge, the 

only information they had to diwlgo was thoh name and 

date of birth, is that correct? 

A Yea. 

Q You had thorough traning in the rules of tho 

Geneva Convention ao applyinc to prisoners of war? 

A I was told a l.lout the treatment of prisoners· 

, or war during the t ime or nor b&Sic training. 

Q Well, _you were told about it just a £err days 

before the offensive started, Ttere you not? 

A Yea . 

Q And you T1ero told the ea.me t~g, that they had 

to give their name and thoir da.to or birth? 

A No. 

Q Well, wha.t did they te_ll you? 

A I certainly forgot scmething. l'fo tu.rthermore 
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were told that the pay book was to be destroyed, wo were 

al~owed to keep our identirication tag, and furthermore ,. 
we could give our residence, name o! our parents, whe ther 

or not we were married. 

Q Anything elue? 

A At this moment I can 1t w,swor. 

Q In other words, you were told you coul d give 

just about any information "'JOU wanted to if you were 

captured so lone: as you did not divulge military secrets? 

A Yes. 

Q And American prisoners or ,var, if they were 

captured, ,,ere oupposed to do the samtt thing, but ware not 

required to diwl co militia.ry ini'ormation? 

A 'Il1a:t did not concern myseU'. 

Q Were you instructed as to what treatmmt American 

prisone1•s or war were "to be accorded if they were captured? 

A I already said they were sent back. 

Q You mieuncierstnnd the que ~tion, Uauer . I am not 

talkine ab?Ut hcr.v they were to be evacuated. I run talking 

about hcr.t they were to be troatod nnd what information 

they were required t o diwlge n..'ld so forth. I repeat 'fW/ 

question. \'/ere American prisoners or war suppoaod to 

diwlge personal information such as you have described and 

everything else requested or them except military 1n1'ormation1 

A I never got into touch with any American prisoners 

or wia.r and there!ore, I can't say any-thing about it. 

Q · Did you receive· any instructions prior to this 

orrensive as to h01T eMtrtY prisonors or Trar were to be 

1 
tre~tod if captured? 

(!.!auer-Cross) 
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A Yes, of course, I a.lroady said Do . 

Q I am not talking about their evacuation. I am 

talking a bout ha,v they might be interrogated, what informa­

tion they were required to divulge and so rorth. \'/'ere you 

~1 instructed on such mil.ttors no those? 

A A ::;oldier who takes an enemy prisoner of Ttar will 

not concern himself ,11th the no.me or the birth da.te of the 

prisoner . He will talaa .may hiB weapons. Then he will take 

0 him to the r e ar in order to deliver him to his superior 

0 officer. 

Q Uauer·, did you understand my question? 

A Yes , of couroe . 

Q I asked you if Yon had receiver! instructions as 

to the treatment yon 'vrero to accord enemy prisonoro of war 

ii' you captured them,immediately ,before t he oi'i'onsive becan? 

A T1,_c1t is what we are c_onatantly talldnc about. 

0 You had this company meotin& that was conducted 

0 by Obersturmfuehror Christ on th0 15th or D0 cember 1944 with 

1•espect to thio coming offensive, did you not? 

A Yes . 

Q And he gave a speech to you on that occ!asion? 

A Yes. 

Q And he told you that in tho of!'ensivo no prisoners 

or Trar were to be to.ken and you understood that to mean that 

the infnntry. behind wotild pick them up when they came along? 

Is that. correct? 

A That doeen 1 t hnvo a'nything to .do vrith infantry. 

"I mean the units Trhich folio-«. 
• • • • I • • ' • ' 

Q All r~ht. ~ units !OlTdKiptf>ohind were to take 
J' ••1 

, t care of those prisoners of wo.r, is tra,f correct?. 
O 



0 

'rk #256-SR-6/25-4 A Yes • . 

Q Did Ohz;ist tell you in that talk that if you 

wore taken pri~ oner of war you only had to givo your nrunc 

and the date of your birth 1?-0d who your family was and where 

you lived and so forth?, 

A Hot in this speech. 

Q Did ho tell you in any other speech what ini'orm.a.-

tion you had to divulge, that he gave to you in the month of 

December 1944? 

A Yes, of course, he said it. 

Q And he told you that if you ttere taken prisoner 

that the only infOrmation you had to divulge was your no.me, 

the date of your birth, tho name of your family, your residence, 

vrhether or not you were married and other personal informa.tion, 

b.lt no military information, is that correct? 

A Yes, ha said it. 

Q And he also told you that if you took any e~ellliY 

prisoners of war they were required· to divulge the BDJJ\O in­

formation as the G0 nnan soldier if he were captured• ia that 

correct? 

A . He did not say th;i.t vre were to demand il1i'ormat1on. 

Q 1'(hat dl.d he s;zy? 

A Thatwe cwl inquire of them to give thnt information. 

Q Th.it you can require them to give that information, 

is thnt correct? 

A Yea. 
. . 

Q. Adfd' did he givo you any other instructions about 

the proyisions of tha Geneva. ConVention as apply to prison'ars, 

{Uauer-Cross) 
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A At this monent I can I t think of any• 

Q How 1ong have you been here at Dachau, Uaurer? 

A In Dachau? Eleven weelcs. 

Q When did :rou last talk to Vollprecht? 

A Ten minutes ago. 

Q 'l'ihen did ;:p:lU last talJc to Bunda? 

A This morning at breakfast. 

0 Q Both Vcillprecht and Dundn. 1rnre in tank number 231 

0 with l'OU durin& the Eifel OffE'!nsivo, w~re they,- not? 

A Yeo. 

Q And you were the eunner in th.at tonk? 

A Yes. 

Q And since being here at Dachau you and Vollprecht 

and Bunda have rehearsed this order, that speech that Christ 

gave on 1$ December 1944? 

0 Lffi. STRONG: We I object to this line of questioninc, 

which is certainly improper cross examim1.tion Q.Ild has not been0 
brought out on direct. '.I.be question whether the witness has 

rehearsed tho testimony Tdth other witnesses to be called are 

certainly intimidatine questions. 

LAW llEMDER: What is the purpose of this line or 

questioning? 

CAPTAIU St11JUACKER: ~ want to find out if the 

witness is testifying from W.s O',m memo:Y or what ~s comrades 

ha,:vo told him. ) l e submit it is proper cross examination, 

MR. STROUO: The Witness has been sworn and it is 

presu~d that ho is testifying to the truth -- anyrray until the 

Prosecution proves to the con.t~ary. 



1, 

CAPTAIN 'sHUMACKER: 'l'hat is a presumption un­

known to too Proaecution. Ii' the Court please, tre submit 

that counsel on either side has a right to cross examine any 

;ritness to test his credibility. 

PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled. 

CAPTADI SI-IIJUACKE.R : Will the reporter please read 

the question? 

("11/hereupon the last question was road by the reporter 

0 as follows: . 

11And since being here at Dachau you and Valprecht0 and Bunde have rehearsed this order, th.:i. t speech thm:. 
Christ gave on 1,5 December 1944711 ) 

T"ttE WITNESS: I talked to them about it but I 
c-

already urote about this order in my statement in S0 lm'aebisch 

Hall. This statement "as torn up in Schwaebisch Hall by a 

lat Lj_euten;.nt with the ,words, "Mauer, you are too smart for 

us. 11 

CAPTAIU SHUL!ACKE:Jh Is tha~ your opinion likewise?Q 
DEFENSE COUNSEL: }fay it please the Court, I object

0 
to tho question. 

PRESIDENT: Objection sustained. 

QUESTIOllS BY PROOECUTIOll (CAPTAIII SHUl!ACKER)1 

Q You say you are 21 nO?t, is that right, lJauer? 

' A Yos • 

• Q At the ago of 16 you v;e!'~ a Hitlor Youth Leader, 

wore y~ nOt, with 180 men un.de; yQU7 
A Ye![!. . . 

Arid you attended a special Hitler Youth Leader's 
- 4 • I ' •. • 

SchoO:i., did You no.t? 
.. ~ Kl .. ~ • • • • f 

A 1'11e question .is, which .is . the :.Vay you ~mean it. " 

http:question.is
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Q . I mean as a student. 

A No, you a.re mistaken. 

Q In what capac:i.ty then? 

A As a visitor. I paid a visit to one or nw 

co1nrades. 

Q In other words, you never had any connection 

With the school? 

A No. 

0 Q You did not tell Ur. Kirschbaum here yesterday 

0 that you were a student at that school? 

A Ho had asked me whether or not I had visited 

the Leader's School and I said yes, 

Q . · He was just curious to .find .out if you had ever 

been in the vicinity of a Hitler Youth School, is that right? 

A In the vicinity? Yea, 

CAPTAIN Sl!UMACKER: Ti,at is all. 

0 
REDIRECT EXAIIDIATIOll 

0 QUESTIONS at DEl1ENSE' COUNSEL (DR. HERTKOlll/): 

Q Is it possible that Ghrist, during the instructions 

about the treatment of the prisoners of war according to 

international la,T ea.id more than y6u can r~member today? 

CAPTAIN SHUJ.EACKER: If the court please, we object 

to that question-, or course, it is possibl~ that Christ 

. im: STRONG: .' This~~qestion i 
' 

eell!,B 
. 

• i o b~ peTfectiy 

proper ~ i t . is ·mer; ~y ·I! q~8st1oit·~t o ref..resb i h,e 'ITitne~; , 

• 0 ·~ ., 
0 

• CAPT~ &HUMACKER: • \'/8 submft that the witness 

(Yauer-Cros:1) 



can be asked, 11\'ihat else, ii' lt"ml remember, that Christ said 

in his speech11 but not 11 Is it possiblo he said somethine 

else. 11 

LAW MEMBER: It \Tould please the Court and it 

would be much ?etter if you would rephrase this question. 

DR. HERT"I\Oilll: Did Christ say anything to the 

effect 11hethcr or not prisoners of wnr wore required 

to state their units or give somg other informa.t~on of 

0 their units durine; tho course of their instruction? 

THE \'JITNESS: . Yes, as far as I can remember it 

is permitted to state the unit. 

DR. HERTKORN: That is all, 

0 

REcncss EXAIIIIIATION 

QUESTIONS BY' H!OOECUTION (CAFTAiil Sl!Ul!ACKER): 

Q You say your ~dersta.nding of the instructions 

was that a soldier could be required to give his unit, is 

0 that right? 

0 A Yes. 

CAPTAill SHUJ,!ACKER: That is all, 

DEFENSE OOUUSEL: Nothing further. 

PRESIDENT: Questions by the Court? 

EIOO!INATION BY THE °CCURT 

QUESTIONS. DY LAW l!!J.lBER: 

Q '}/ere you a member of Chrtst I o Company quring tho 

entir.,; Eil'el Ctimpaign?.. • ~" 

..._ _._ Yeo • 

. •. 
Co t• ~ Q Did· the c12,m~ny otay tdgether 'at ·all -~~oa?· 

• ' A Some losses were right i.t the beg~ of the. "' ~ . 
attack. lator ~m 



in Engelsdorf so that the c~mpany never stayed -together 

in close formation. 

Q Did yru and the other mon of your company sing 

songs on the night or 15-16 December, just before the of­

fensive began? 

·A Yes. 

Q What wero those songs? 

A Partly old combat songs and partly songs of 

soldiers. 

Q vniat time of the night was this? 

A We already sang before that and later on when 

Christ arrived,. 

~ Q What time of the night was it when· you sang the 

songs, approximately? 

A Five o 1clock. 

Q Did Christ, \'then he instructed you ·,vith reference 

to priscuers of war, state ,that the prisoners war(! required 

to give their number? 

0 
0 

A You mean the number of the prisoners of war? 

Q Any number. Feldpost number? 

A It was permitted to give the unit but it waa 

not permitted to give the code name of the unit. 

Q Did Christ cive you .those instnictione? 

A I don 1t JmO'ir whether or not Christ gave those 

inetnictions. 

PRESIDENi': An~ ~tqer qu~stiona by the COUl't? 

Appi.rontly not, the witn~eas ·1a .excused-- . Ju~t a· minute. 

· · : • (Uaui:o;-Court) 



REDIRECT EXAJD:IlATION 

QUESTIONS BY DR. l!E.1l'llCORH: 

Q Were ther e any members 0£ the company ordered 

away from the comPany during tho Eifel Offensive? 

A Somo men wore Bssignod to tho station, men whose 

tanks had be~n knocked out, a.a reserves. 

Q Were any tanks hauled away? 

A ·uo. 

0 Q You said before that tho company did not s tay 

toi}ether., that is, ther e were losses . Do you mean that not0 
all the members --

CAPTAI N SHUl,l,\CKER (Inte rrupting), If the Court 

pleaoe, I object to thiS question . It is leading to tell 

the ,tltm os what he means. 

MR. WALTC:P.S: Why do you n~t w.i.it till it is 

translated? 

CAPTADI SHID!ACKER: I f tho Court please, I in­0 
terrupted \Yhen ho said, 11 Do you moan . __ u.

0 
LAWUE2J.BER : Finish the question. 

DR. HERT'zCORH: Do you r.iean by that that ill 

members of the company, that is according to the -

u ,1 MEUBER (Int errupting): ·Tha.t is suf!icicnt 

enough to }mow the question is obviOU!lly leading. There is 

no question about it. 

im. STR??IO: Counsel will rephras1: the question. 

p~ll)_Et:IT: . Do , th~t ~ 

· in~.• :J-IE!lTJgnu J Did tho· cO~pally have only -losses . 

c;.used by cOmb~t or were thare "!mY dQIUagea or the motors? 
• • < • • 

• CAPTAIU SHUUACKER: Ii' tho ··court please, we 
e ,, i 

will object to that question • •It is l eading. Ho has told 
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the w:itncss what losses they ha:l. 

LAW llll!DER : Obviously counsel for the Defense 

has been misled by a question ,on the part of the Court, 

whether or not the company stayed toBether during tho entire 

offensive . 

DR. HERTi{ORll : Yes. 

LAW llEl.!BER : •rnc Court had reference in the nudn ' 

to the day of the tialmedy incident, the 17th of December. 

'l11e Court will rephrase the qu~stion, limiting it to the 17th 

of December, and will ask it in this manner: i(.i.s your company 

together as a whole in close formation on the 17th of December, 

the day af~er tho offensive started? 

THE \'fITi!ESS: Yes, with the exception of those 

vehicles which had been lmocked out and sometimes it was not 

possible that the company drove in close formation because 

of the conditions of the road botwecl?- Buelline,m and Engels­

dorf. · Furthermore, rre had an attack of fighter bombers. 

LAW tllilffiER: Does thnt straighten it out? 

DR. HER'l1CORN: Yes. 

QUESTIONS BY DEl'ENSI•: OOO!lSEL (DR. llERTJWmI): 

Q What wns the ccndltion of the road on the 1 7th 

of December until you ranched Engelsdorf? 

A . The road was rather good until Buellingen and 

then it became boggy and }.ed into a meadow and then through 

a forest nod there i1ere many vehicles blocking the road so 

· that we could not adv.i.p.cC. __ 

Q Anot~ie~· ~uesti?n : YOU ,so.id ·~he company ,TD.S not 

to3ether. · In which pli~e di'd th;y not stii.y to~ether? 

A It was ·sl!ortly before HonDfeld when the vehicle 

http:adv.i.p.cC
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rather far ahead of us, ,1hereas tho 3rd platoon had remained 

further behind eo that 11hen later on the )rd platoon came 

to the curve in r'ront of Honsfeld, two tanks of the )rd 

platoon were knocked out, 

Q Ylhen was the compnny in closo formation· again7 

A The company w.i.a in close formation in Honsfeld 

and in Buellingen, In both tho tu,ms we rei\loled ond also 

later on in Engelsdorf, shortly before wo reached Engelsdorf, 

there was a stop in tho road, in tho curve of the road, and 

that is the place where tho company eot together in close 

formation ai:;ain. 

CAPTAIU SHU11ACKER: Ii' the ·Court please, 

Prosecution would like to renorve the right to further 

cross examine after the recose. 

PRESIDEIIT: Court will recess un~il lJJO hours. 

('l'fuereupon the court recessed until 1)30 hours.) 

(llaurer-ReclireC;) • ·· 



(\'lhereupo:n the court reconvened .~t 13.30 houra.) 

PRE3IDOO: The court will come to order. 

PROSECUTION: Ir the court please, let the record show 

that all members of the court, all members Or the prosecution with 

the exception of Lt. Col. Crawford who is absent on business for 

the prosecution and Captain Byrne who ho.fl been excused by verbal 

orcier of the Co!lllllanding General, all me.mbers of the defenz.e with 

the exception of Lt. Col. DwineJJ., Dr. Rau, Dr, Leiling, Dr. Pfister, 

and Or. 'Wieland who are absent on business for the defense, nll of 

the defendants and the reporter are present , 

DE!.i'.E'JiSE COUNSEL: The defense recalls Ookar Maurer . 

PflOSEX'.;UTION (Captain Shumacker): If ~t plense the court, 

There I o no recroaa of this witness, Unlca!l there I o some further 

questions by the court or the defence we have no further use for 

h:l.ra. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Nothing further on behalf of the 

defense, 

PHE:IIDEN'l': Are there any que~tions by the court? 

Apparently nano. The witness io oxc1Jo~d. 

(Whereupon the witness w,10 e."Ccuncd nnd ,·dthdrew from 

the court room.) 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: The defense calla as its next witneas, 

Horst Volls~recht. Dr. Hertlcorn, on behalf of the defenoe, will 

conduct the direct examination. The defense contemplates recalling 

thio Witness, 

. HORST VOLLSPRECHT, a witneas for the defense, was duly 

sworn and teotitied "through an interpreter as .follows: 

Ii,IRECT: EXAJ.!TIIATION 
0 

·QbsiTIOllS DY ..DEP!NS0

E 09uiisiii. 'c'nr'. H'erl~~m)°: . ' ' 
Q Give th·e court your firot ~~d your l.not qame? . 

A • Horst Vollsprecht. 
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Q We re you eve r a mem?.er of the First SS Panzer Regiment? 

A In June l9h3. 

Q m1ich co.11pany did you belong to prior to the Eifel 

O!'fcnflive? 

A To the Second_Company of the SS, of tho First SS Panzer 

Re3iJnent. 

Q Vlho was the Com•nander of thio Company? 

A First Lieutenant Christ. 

Q \'thich platoo1, did· you belong to? 

A I wa.o in the '£hird Platoon in the tank of Second Lieutenant 

!Coch. 
I.rmlediatel.y · 

Q /prior to the Eifel Offensive did you participate in a 

conference of the Company? 

A , Yes. 

Q Who made a speech? 

A First Lieutenant Chri;at. 

Q \lnu1.t and where did that take 'place? 

A In the evening of the 15th of December in the Blnnlcenhe:lm 

Forest. 

Q Do you rem~nber the contents of this speech? 

A Yes, I re111eu1bor. 

Q Toll the material subata_nce of the speech very briefly? . 

A 11 'fhia is our last chance to win the war and to b;eak 

open. It depends vecy much .on the effort of th~ armored group. 

We are not to allow ourselves to bo stopped, rte aro n~t to loolt to 

t h e right or to the left. \1o are not suppo:Jed to ponnit oursolveo 

to be ,otopped by, booty or pri:3~':errl, r a.nd we are not fiUppoaed to 

•take prisonera of wa~. The Air Force wiµ. bo ·in•,front of us~ 

o.n.d, ,·f.ll+.. ~a ~ t .h~ga behind.'en9:ny: ·~~e~·,.,1 . 

Q Yfas 'anyt.h~g ·said ~bo~~·. civlli an; ? 

A ·uothing was said ubout civiiia&1, 

•Q Did you, during your duty ever receive ;"Y 

instructions ~.bout ~ho~tacticu}.· uao of prisoners of war by the 

I 



r, 

A Yes, 

Q vn1a.t were you told? 

A A·prisoner is not suppo <1cd to report unything except 

hia no.me , hi:J bi r th date , and hi:J unit \·~1ich io noted dovm on 

hiu dog tag, und hiu home uddr euo ~ml rumily otutus , 

Q Did you, Uuring your tour or duty roceivo any in!.itructiono 

U!.i to ;·ih:it Po.nz.cr troopa were ouppooed to do with P\'l's during 

an advance? 

A Yes. 

Q What? 

A That we were not 3Uppo:.ed to bother Pt'l'o , that is,0 
not to bring in R'I' s but leave t hat up t o the unito that followed. 

Q Did you consider the oayine of Lt. Christ .that you were 

not suppoi::ed to bother about Pll Io ao uornething extra-ordinary? 

A No. 

A ,Decauoo it. is generally lmo\m with the Panzer troopo 

that wo cannot truce P','P a., that io, bring tho:n in . 

Q Did you hear another speech utter the speech by Chriat 
0 

before tho or!enoive? 

A Yes. 

Q By whom? 

A By 2nd Lt. Koch. 

Q i'lhat \ftls the contents or thiD speech? 

A 2nd Lt, Koch told ua in the Schmidtheim For.est in the 

morning or the 16th Docanber, that we were not supposed to ·n;1streat 

P'{Ps in nny ~er -- any way, ~ot. to ntlotr.eat the.'11 nor tak~ any 

.valunbles away from the.n.. Furthermori>, · WO were not auppoDed to 

· rob co;~~e~, and 2nd it.. Koch wo~ld .,Per.sonally p!n~s?' every 

· violation againot his instI'llctiono; that he wus the Platoon 
• r • • • • ft ' 

leader and vra.a respom•ible ror everything v;ithin t~e Pl 8.toon.' 

http:3Uppo:.ed
http:Po.nz.cr


DEFENSE COUNSEL: You may croas-cxmnino. 

PROSEDUTIOH: Ho cr ona-cxnmin.1.tion, 

PRESIDEl'l'l': Aro there quo:rt.ions by the court? Apparently 

not. · 'rho witness is excuood, 

(Whereupon tho witness wao excused o.nd ,·dthdrew i'rorti. tho · 

court room. ) 

DEFE!?SE COUNSEL: The dofenuc calls as 1to next witneso, 

tho accused, Hans Hennecke. Ur. Strone will condLlCt the direct 

cxamina.tion on behalf or the defense. Tho defcnoo doeo not canton­

plate recalling this l'd.tness. 

HANS Hl!NNECKE, one or tho accuoed, took the stand nnd 

te~tUied through an interpreter M f ollows : 

DIRECT Jrul!IllATIOll 

QUESTI0l6 BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (11r; StronB): 

Q Give the court your full na.'llo? 

A Hans Hennecke, 

Q \'/hen wore you born? 

A I nas born the 25th of August, 1922. 

Q i'lhen did you join the Leibota.ndurto Adolph Hitler? 

A I entered the Leibsta.nda.rte on the 14th of Movehlber, 

1939, a.a a. volunteer. 

Q And how long did you re:nain with tha.t? 

A Until ;31st of August, 1940. 

Q Will you give us tho rensono why you left tho Loibs tanda.rto? 

A In August 1940 I vino on guard in the Reichs~hancellocy 

ruid conunittod ·some v~ola~ion of rules, was punished, disciplined o.nd 

tra.nsi'orrod because of that • . 

a Q vihez:e did you go? 

A I was transtorroc.l punitively a.a guard. to t h~ concent.ra.tim 

~amp or ~uc~e~'wa.id. 

Q Hc;,w long did you r~in tho1•0? 

A U~UJ. ;pring l \ll,l.. 

http:uc~e~'wa.id
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Q When did you join tho Leibsta.nd~rte again'/ 

A In June or July, _191+3. 

Q When did you bcco:ne an officer? 

A On the 10th of Uarch, 1943 . 

Q Did you have an:, second experience caused by violation 

or any order or rules hy you for which you were puniohcd.? 

A In Auguot 1940 I wa!l a driver in the Anti-Aircro..ft 

Dattnlion in the eas t and had an accident the re in the oaot in 

my car in which ooveral per:::;ons were injured , I :maput befoi:-e 

a court martial and wa:J }:tlniohed by Dix months of jail bccauoc of0 
carcles!mesn and ca\lsing 11 pe r sonal injui-3.

0 
Q Did you appeal from thio sentence? 

A I appealed and wao acquitted in a now trial. 

Q Were you ever a member of the Party? 

A No , 

Q What pooition did you hold during the oo-cu.llcd Eitel 

Offensive, to-wit, the months o!' December 1944 and January 1945? 

A I was Platoon Leader of tho First Plnttoon of the First 

D Company . 

0 Q Ylho wae your Company Commander? 

A Uy Comp.my Co:n.-nander vm.o ObcrDtunn!'cuhror Karl Kremser. 

Q \'Jho were the leaders ,of tho t..wo other platoons? 

A Oberstunnfeuhror, Tech Sorgoant Toomis, and Tech 

· Sergeant Strelow. 

Q \'Jere you in charge and Contlland of the First Company 

on 01• about 15 Dee~b~rJ 191,1.1 

A \'lhn.t .d~ y~U:.meun ·-: _ 11 cqm:nand11 ? 

Q . \•Je~e .you Company Co:mnand~r .pf ·th~ Fi:-~t Canpany on , 

. 1_5 ·aeOcmQer 1944; :. ' • . 

A ·• Ho, I wall Platoon I.eader. , 

Q · l'fuon did you take over ;'~c com:nnndJ and v.iiy - tho 
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A On the 18th of December, while at t acking Stavelot, my 

. Company Com.'!Ulnder, Lt, Krems er, wao wounded and I took over the 

command of the t anko of the First Company and got rid of thio 

coimD..'.lild .i.gain a t tho end of December o. f m·, days ai'to r ,·10 got out 

of the encirclc.11ents of I.a Gloizo. 

Q Wore you over ut Fliescheim? 

A Ye::. . 

Q Approximately vfn cn a.nd for how long? 

A About four we eks, t hat i a" at t he end of November 1941~ 

until the beginning or the offcnoive t he lhth of Dec e.11ber, 1944. 

Q Did you ever, vklile in Flieschoim, malrc u speech to 

your collipa.ny? 

A No . 

Q Did you over make a opeech to your platoon? 

A No. 

Q Did you over r.1a\to o.ny speech to any of the other 

platoons? 

A No. 

Q Thon, according to you from the statm1ent of the 

accused Kurt Brioaeneister, which has been introduced a.o 

Pro'.secution 1s Exhibit 11P-59u, a.s tollo,10, Record page 787: 

"Until the llth ot December, 1944, our company 
was stationed 1n Frieaheim, nea.r Cologne, At the time we 
were still stationed in Frieuheim therewith before the 11th 
ot December, 1944, Uotut. Hennecke delivered to us, the 
whole company, a speech in woods near F'riesheim. Amongst 
other thingo Ustut. Hennecke so.id in this speech that l'lc 
should re.member "tha.t the brothor:i nnd relatives or the 
Ame~cun~we were·: i oipu ,to ?Oe have throvm bombs on Ger.nnny 
an_d ~hat. we , should·· t nke·~ rev~ e !or that . Amongst other 

· things: he .aloO ·Sa.id; 1:Every"lhing: that cornea before our . · 
· bD.I"rols \dJ.J.. be 'bumped· of£ 1 • • · ·r dOri 1t · KnOw ·1r Uatur 

HeMeolce mentioned pr-laoners or wu.r. eupecia.1.1.y at that, .. . However, from h~a worrls, it waa cleur ~o be si,e."l. thiit 
,vo should•nJ.ao tako revonc a on the pr t,sonetb or ..,-nr in the 
co.-nipg ot.rensive, and th.'l.t nq, prison; ra of ·:~ar r.hould be 
t:ak..en. 11 
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Hennecke, is that ntatan.ent true? 

A !lo. 

Q Did you ever make any speech in Frieaheim at all? 

A No . 

Q Vfuen were YO.}l at Blunk~eira Forest? 

A rre a i-rived i n the morning or tho 1 5th or December, 1%4, 

Q Ami how lonr.t did you remain thcl'e? 

A Until midnight or t he ni c;ht from t ho 15th to the 16t h 

of December , 

Q Do you r e..11anber a speech made by your Company Co:nmander 

Kremser in tho Blcnkenheim Foreot, or to your company? 

A Yc=i, ICl'enscr. tul.kcd to the compnny for quit e a while. 

In the first part or hil:I opecch he tnlked about the tactical 

commitment of the company. Tho occond 1:.0.rt of hi:1 speech tra.s 

more of a propog.:i.nda. purpose , 

Q Did he say anythin3 about prioonera of wa r and, if so, 

what? 

4. Ho nuid - - however, I do not r emember the ox.:i.ct wording 

of his speech at that ti.U10 - - he said in o. nono o that no prisonoro 

were to be tnken. 

Q Do you i-emeiubcr, Hennecke, t he meeting of the pl atoon 

l eadora anq tank commn.nder s on or about 1 5 December 1944, at t~1ich 

timo Kremaor alao 1nacie a speech? 

A Tho plntoon 1 eaderu and some non-commisDioned of:Cicero 

vrere sitting around the campfiro; wo diocus:Jed the coming offenoi ve 
0 

e.."Ctenoively und Oberstunnfeuhrer Krern:Jor agc.in gave ua the job to 

ngnin tell our men about hie plans of the offenaive. 

Q Did ,this include his · ~eroa.rks about prisoner:J of war? . 

'·A ·res·. 
Q • Uow,' did you ;~nvey ltreiatJer 1o order a ' to Your piatbon? .' 

A No, I mere1; told 80.1\C or t ho mcn ..~r my p1atoon whom 
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I cal.led fro.11 ao.110 of t he t anks t o oome mo.ttero a.bout tacticn. 

Q Did you conv'ey to this mnn Kre:noer 1 o re:narks abol.lt 

prisonero of war? 

A No, 

Q If you ape"¥<- ubout your pl atoon you mean the Firs t 

Pl atoon, don I t you? 

A I didn 1t s ay anything to my platoon or any other; 

Q Did you make any l'c:narks to any member s of thu Third 

Pll!.toon? 

A Aft er the .opeech of Kr~nser I went together with 

'l'ech Sergeant Skotz, who io the Corn:nando.nt of the Third Platoon 

to hid tnnk. Before the combat ~ had a peroonol argument 1·rith 

Skotz and I \'r..a.nted to ta.lk to Skotz because we were going into 

combat i:.ogether and we d.idn 't want to have any peroonal 

differences, I saw do'Htl 1·dth Skotz at tho fire near hia tank 

and we again talked here about the order of the corning offensive 

which Kremser had given us. 

Q W:1.0 that in tho fonn or a personal diocussion or you 

0 with Skotz or was it in the ro1~n or a speech to the people aroo.nd 

0 the cwnpfire? 

IN'£EnPREl'.ER: I did.n 1t understand tho question, 

Q Was tho.t in the ronn or a personal. diocusoion between 

you and Skob or was it in tho fonn or n opeoch to tJ10 people 

gathored around tho campfire? 

A No, I juut tnl.kod to Skotz a.bout th.i.t in general by 

meano or o. converoa.tion. 

Q • Hennecke, I road to you from Pronec~tion 1 s E:Yhibit 

11 P-43", Statement or thei Accused Eckmann, page 596: 



0 

prisoners of war. \'le will ahow the enemy how 
bruto.lly the SS can fight . 'l'hio tulle was made 
by Hennecke in the forest nea r Blo.nkenheim 
about on the same place where Kremser ho.d opolcen 
to the company. 11 

Q Hennecke, i s thio stat ement true? 

A No. 

Q Did ;rou mo.kc any speech to the men 0£ the 'fnird 

Platoon at the campfire of Skot.z? 

A No, 



,; 

Q. Ilennooko • I now oall your a.ttontion to your O'l\."l a tilto-

ment dated 11 JanuDry 1946. which forJIIS Prosecutions Exhibit P-14. 

In this stoterrent you said as followa1 

"Later the so.no day, Oborsturmf'ushrer F:rumSBR oummonod tho 

Tnnk Conmandors, and with tho Plotcion Leaders wo sat around 
tho ca.mp fire. Obersturm!'oohaer sdd1 l' \'1hon you go back to 
your tanks, ropoa t Po ipor 1 e order to your m,n. The men muot 
know that exactly•' Tho order which is rrentioned horo is 
tho ardor oonoorning tM handling of the prisoners of war 
m this off'ansive. 

11 In our Rsgimont, among all tho officers, non-coms Nld mon, 
the order which Obersturm!'uehrer MH8l~SER gave us v,,as not 
knov.n a.e anything olse1 but "The ardor" of Standartonfuehrer 
PEIPER. It was always oo.llod "WIFER!S order~ · and this wa.s 
well kno•,n in tho let SS Pnnzer Division LSSAII. Everybody 
knew that by that it '\'10.s meo.nt to shoot prisonors of war. 
"After Kromser gave us this order , '\';8 returned to our crews. 
I "MJnt to th<J oa:rp firo. -where tho ore-w of Oberaoho.rf'uehrer 
SRO'IZ and anothor orew waro, and repea"b3d the ordor given to 
us by Oborsturmfuehror KRE t~ER, which was th, order about 
the shooting of prisonoro of l'.6r." 

Now, Honnooke, is this stntemont true? 

A No. 

Q ls it true that you wmt back to your rnon and re~eat9d 

Kro~er I s ordor'l 

A No. I did not receive Kramner'a orders. 

Q Ia it trl.1!1 that .. eV8ry, •body in your regirrent "When the 

y,crds 11Poiper 1 s ordor 11 ?.Ore mentionod, knew it rnoant an order to 

shoot Priaonors of v.er? 

A No. 

Q Now, Honneoke, if your staternont ,"Aioit you signed at 

Soh""'ibison Hall is not tru~, are you abh to tell the court briefly 

why the atatenent ...-as rr.ade ~d how you ~re in~uoed to sign it\ 

A On thB , 11th of JanoorY, 1946, I v.es interroga~d by J4,,. 

glowitz upon somo orders that l'IOre iasusd. I told Ur. Ellowitz that 

I noither knew of KrottEer having given an ordor nor that I myself 
. . 

had given an ordor • I almost did not remember at all tho af'ternoon of. 16th 

of De~ember. >.r • Elowitz then, in the oOurse of this int~ri:-ogation 

which lasted for sovural days, s \lP;por-tnd ll,IY'' rM~~y byd ;ollin~ .~: 

Do you remember the tim:, ml~n you repor~ed .the oonpany to Kreqor in 

thB ,r'tern.oon of 15~ of h,oember. 
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oorreot, I ropor tod tho oorrp any to him. He asked m to remmber 

no w tnat Kremsar tn lked to tho company. I said, Yes. He asked IJJ9 

if I could approxittntely rep&at ll'hat Kremaor had told us. I ra­

peatod it as far as I could rorrorr.ber. 1h• . Elo-witr; than told mo 

that ho knew and thnt he could bring up wiineiiaea -that I havo giwn 

instructions to uiy platoon dao. I told him that I havo never in­

struot.od my platoon at all a bout any euoh point. Mr. Eloy1itz did not 

bdievo JOO . I was further inhrrogatod, and in the oou~ee of tho 

ininr rogation th~ accused Eckmann and another witness, Hofm9ia ter, 

W3rct oonfrontnd with me, They testified in my presenoo that in tho 

o.rtornoon after thO s1>9aohof Kremur th!!.t I hnd made a speech to my 

platoon. I asked Eckmann at various oooasione if tnat , ruo really 

true beoauao I could not rernombar it, For this purpose Mr• Elowitz 

oa1led E:okmlmn into my ooll. Eobrann said,"Yes, you talked to us 

nbout that at the oanp firo. 11 I told Hr. Elowitz repeat odly that 

I v.e.s very willing to toll him th9 truth about all rm.ttors, ovon 

if they wors to burdem 1nyaelf. I told t:r. Elowitz that I did not 

remctmbar it and aakod him if it roally took plaoo , Ur . Elowitz aaid 

yea. Thereupon I ,-roto dom thot I had made a apeeoh • 

Q But yo~ are today definite that you never made auoh 

opaeoh'l 

A I am quiW definito. 

Q \7111 you please explain to th3 court -why the remark about 

Peiper 1 a order came into your otatem,nt? 

A During my first interro,::ation 1n Ebenseo, if I ronombor 

corroatly, I stated that an order--you can't really call it an o;­

der--inatr,uotions or Peiper exia:ted to .fight in combat, in !"uture 

combat rel&ntl~aaiy and without regard. Tho Standartentuehrsr 

.l'eiper imprused ua with ';hie fact conatentiy during varioua aand 

table o.eroiana. Ro emphasized that w, wou.ld havo to fight int~~" 

future withoui:' my ;ate.rd to our~elv,,a or our machines• th; t in ~y 

future miaaion which was to 01>rr..e we would have 
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as y,e oo~ld not win in any o'ijler way. TMse instruotiono or Pelper's, 

-:.,ell, I told 11r. Elotitz about them. Ur• Elowitz then oskod ir.o, if they 

had noth:lng to ·do with prisoners of l\"Sr• I anid, No. I thon \',T'oto dov,n 

in my stotem:int that the order 71hioh Kromser gave us 'l',tl,S al•ys kno\'.rt 

as tho order of Pairer. I meant with thP.t thnt ~ v.oro not to spare 

oursolvee. Subsequently I 1\r'Oto do\•.n that the order mant to shoot 

prisoners of wnr. t·r. Elowitz diotatod it to rro and at the bogin-

ning I refused to v.rito that in conne ction with thnt sontonoo. I 

,rote it d_own anyv,11y, boonuea I 'Nae not oansoious of the fact of how 

much dnmng~ I could do with any ~uoh tmtruth and I am ashamad today
1

that I denounced my rogirrontal oomnander in such a tr.QMOr. 

Q Did Col• Peiper at 11.ny tiJOO from your om oxperionce, in-

sue nn order not to take priooners or to shoot prisoners't 

A NOl Col. Peipor only omphQsizod in all thei instructions 

tho.the .was in oharg., of,that , in.:-any coming combat wheth-,r tl'nt bo 

an offensive or de!'enaive, 'I\O ViOUld have to fight relentlessly against 

ourselvos o.nd our O?,Il n-.aohinos· in ordor to produce victory. 

Q Did you ever receive or hold any inatruotions 1n oonneo-

ticn whh thrt trea-tmmt of prison-,rs of war't Or g ive any instruo­

tions'I 

A Dur;ing my entire tt:lur of duty I ofton roco ivod instructions 

nnd V<:t r y oft, t!tem. :m gcwo 

Q Di d you eyer givlJ any inetructions to tl10 mon of your lat 

Platoon prior to tM Ei!'el offensive. And, ir so, when? 

No, I did not g ive any such instructions, baonuu tho instruc­

tions about Prisoners or ,..,r aro n-atters for tho company cotll!r.ahdcr and 

the them, for the oorrpnny oourum.dor. 

q i'ihen w,re you oapturedT 

A I volunteGred _on the 11th of Uay, 1946, into the P.w. 

camp 1n the American P.w. camp of Utondorr. That v.as a thousand men,. ; ; 

o.t that tim't, of our regiru,nt. 

Q You sa fd thnt you volllllteered't 
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A A Yea. 

Q. \\:ould you hove had a ohnnoo to osoape oo.pturo if you 

!{ad V.Mt.od to't 

A Before that I had very many ohanooe to escape and until 

August I could have loft tbs camp any time without anybody ever 

notioing it. 

YR . S'lRONG: Your witness. 

CROSS El}:AlilliATIDN 

QtESTIONS BY PROSECUTIOH (l,T. EElowit•)• 

Q Honneoks, I mderstand you state now that your statermnt0 
or Jan.UL1ry 11, nerked Prosecution's Exhibit P--14, ia not tho truth.

0 
Is thnt oorreott 

A That is correct. 

Q. You v.ere a company oonmander, v,,ere you not? 

A Yee, I 1'1'aB in oherge,---I 'i\1'S tv,ioe in oherge or a train-

ing oompnny of the let Reginent. 

Q Did you have a feelin·g or responsibility for tho nen of 

your oonpany'l

0 
A V,ben I am company· commander, yes. 

0 Q You ·,,ouldn 1t advbe thorn to do anything thnt you thought 

;,as not for their beet intnreata, 110uld you? 

A I did not quitJ understand tho qwstion. 

Q The question is clear enough. You wouldn't advise your 

· ml'.n of your oon:pany to do anything :tnat v,-as not for their boat in-: 

Wrest, m,uld you? 

A Yes., 

Q Perhapa you didn 1 t understand tho qmstion. i\ould you 

advi.se tM men of yo~ company to do anything thnt v.~uld harm them? : 

A No. . . 
Q Do yoU:, renamber spe'aking to llelnz Ho!meis'tor a't•Sohwai- ~ 

bisoh lial11 
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Q Ren:embor what you, 'b:lld him? 

A V,hile I was oonf'ronted with Hein~ Hof'lneistor I told him--

it ,·.e.s in Uaroh or April--thnt ho should tall the pure truth about everyth~ 

he }mew, should not spare h:1msolf booause it wouldn't do him any good 

and not to try 1D protect anyone beoauso the truth would oom:, out any-

way, 

Q And you told him further that you had told tho whole truth, 

isn't ihat right? 

A I thought about many things v,hioh I 'fil"Oto dov.n that I had 

said tho truth, but I l',a& lying anyway. 

Q · But at the tirm you vrote them ;y;_ou know that they v.ore 

the tz:uth'I ls that right. 

Q In tho case of the first statement rilioh ns joot discussed 

here I l::no w very well that I had not made a speech. Hov,~ver, I t~ought 

thnt nr., nemory fooled mo nnd depended upon that which you told na. 

Q In other ,.ords, you mean 'that 1he reason you dtdn 1 t tell 

the truth was because the etatemmt vae dictated to you? le that 

right? 

A No, 

And if it v.aen I t diotatod ~o you you \\OUld have epoken the truth. 

Ia thet oorrctot? 

A That is not' oorraot o.a to ell tho dotailo of thie etlltemont, 

Q But if the eta.te1r.Ont was not ~ing diota.tod to you--if you 

had an opportunity to teetif'y yourself', !'ornrlng your Olm y.ords, thctre 

v.ould be , a. tondc,noy on your part to toll the vhole truth! 

A Tha re.i'ttrctnoct t _hnt is made, in this. ·etatctment ae to tho 

_' epcteah to the orct1'18 or Skotz I a tanJc , I ~ulci havo · after v.ta t }}appenctd ·to . . . :. . . . . -. . .;· . . . . . . 
rm in SohMLi,b~aoh Hal 1 nnd -the ~oo'\xrrc,noe w~th Eokl[a.nn. 

• P~ECUTI~ ( ~ ,· E_lowi':z)} ;Just . ..llXlmiu~. ; Just ana!'8r 
1 

the quastiou, that fa a}l, . . 
IEFENS~: COWSEL (lr. Sirong) :, A'ay I aa°k tho court 'to p; rmit

1 

;•. t- ~.. • 

the wib:less W' t'inish his sctntenae? 
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PROSECUTIOU ( l'r . Eiowit?:) 1 The an av.er is obviously not 

responeivo to the quoation. 

}R. 8,'1R0NG1 The ansv.er eeoma to be rospDnaive • Read 

th~ quoation. 

( \'ihenupon tho quostion l'.118 road by tne repo~t&r.) 

LAW mt.BER . The an;iw,~ ce,rtainly is not ·rosponnive. Road 

the question aga.in to tho witnoss. 

( i'U\eroupon t~ quutfon Y,U read by th., l"Oportlsr and 

:1nterprated to tho witnoas.) 

A I cannot ana,,,or this question with yes or not. In my 

previous anew,r I v;ae trying to givo you an oxanple. 

PROSECUTIOH (ll". Elowih)1 Withdraw tho question. 

QlESTION S BY PROSECUTION ( Mr. Elo"itr.) 

Q Do you ~rrember being interrogated by a hajor · Fe.nton at 

Ebonaee in August 1946? 

A Yee. 

Q '.''8ro your ana1.ers to that interrogation diotated by l'Djor, 

then Capta:1n, Fanton? 

A No. It MO a record or interrogation. 

Q Tho ano,.,era w,ro your own, in your om phraseology, -,re 

tb9y not't · 

A Yea. 

Q I will raad you a portion or tl-et int,:n•rogation and aak 

you 1r it is oorreot1. 

"Qu8ation: Isn't it tru, that it y.e.a tho pre.otioe or your 
Penr.er .Regiment when you v.ere leading an attlok, you being 
tho spearbeo.d or tho •attaok, to shoot prisoner• or ttar 
rather than bo't;;her with them1 • 
~Ans_,..,r: Yu, it' is o. raot ~ One oe.nnot deny it." 

, IEFEtlSE COt.NSEL (Ar.· Strong)I I objoot to that ~uoatfon . 
. . 

.on 'aoooua.t that tho witness is here confronted with a atatemmt whioh 

. ha.a not boen ~troduoed in. evidence. In fact, tho Proeeout~on hu 

taken Out Ol"Ut aanteno; -o'~ths' "e~ti;°e 'i.xt • • V',o' di:,~n~i mo; in which. . . 



oonnootion this eontenoo ll&S used. Tho witness ti'.BY bo able to fur­

niah an explanation it' ho has a ohanoe to se() the entire oonneotion 

1n whioh th~ sentence appears in tho stato1TDnt as such. 

PROSECUTION (l'r. Elowitz)1 :toy it plea~e the Court, 

tho quoation snd answer is part or on :interrocation which the wit­

ness boo admitted tool: ph.oa nnd I am tmfamilior ?;1th any rulo of 

prooodure thnt prevents oounsol from ao k:ing a witnooo va'lothor ho 

roroorobors ir a portion of a for mer interrogation io truo or not. 

Ir tho witn'3as desiros to look at th3 toriro r intorroi;;ation to ro­

frosh hiB 

·O 
0 A 

; am sura 

that v1hon 

Wstod to 

nnmory, ho is porfeotly welcome. 

PR8SID3!!T: Objection over ruled. 

I know that this e.nsv.or io in tM record, but I knoy,--

th!lt I didn't onow:,r it that way. And ·1 rotromber aloe 

this record v.e.s given to ne for signat\.lJ"O thut I pro­

kr. Thon--or that I protostedin the proaonoe of J.l". Thon. 

0 
t 

This rocord v.1>.a road to m on tho 12th of December, 1946, in Sohd­

biaoh. Hall by Uajor Fonton • l'r. Thon trGllalated it. l'ajor Fon ton 

gave uo the opportunity to iroko various arrall ohs.ngea, which I d1cl. 

\',hon he oarM to this quostion and anav.or I protested and aaid that 

I had no vor ansv.erod thnt 1'/&Y• Y,O argued about it for quite a 

l'lhib. Thero upon Uajor Fon ton said, 110~K. ~ v,e will juot loavo it 

out." Thoroupon I signed tho rooord. 
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Q Hennecke , ,,aan 1t this intorroga.tion read back 

t(! you before you signed it? 

A I already so.id that it ,·ms read to mo and r.as 

translated by L!r . Thon. 

Q lmd you wrote the statement prior to your si11n-

ing it, is th:it not correct? 

A 'l'h.at •a correct. 

Q Since you mac.le such a viol ent protest concerning 

0 this one question and ansvrcr, why did you not have it crossed 

out in accordance ,nth your testimony about Uajor Fanton 

agreeing to deleto that one· question nnd answer? 

A Uajor Fanton told me t llat I could make small 

corroctiom; such as tirn9. Ho-ae_vcr, I could noi make any 
lo.rge cor:cections. You can see that in the record because I, 

for instance, changed· th8 tim9 1n which I thoucht I had reached 

the crossroads. 

You have ma.do several other corrections in tho 

record of your interrogation, have you not? 

0 
I) 

A Yea, various small corrections. 

Q So then, either you did not wi!Jh to co1Toot 

that particular question and answer or olao you did not 

consider it important enoueh to correct it and mark your 

initials after yO\lr correction, is that right? 

A Uo, that is not correct. 

Q What is correct? 

A I hav~ Already said that I prot.~s'f;ed ngainst the 

a.pswer. 

Q • • 'l'h,,nt was' the .t'irst ti.mo you._rrore :tntorrogate~, 

WM ~it not? 



Q HeMecke, arc you in t he habit of making state~ents 

and signing your no.oo t;) thea and then !incline out at a later 

date that what y~ Digned and said 11as the Wl.truth? 

A It is ~his WS¥: In many c.i.sea nnd in this case 

my memory failed me very bacUy. I often Y,Tote down some thine 

which I thought was true but later had to find out that it 

was not true. 

Q Then you are not evon sure today l'rho ther it is 

0 true or not true, are you? 

0 A W11at '1.re you referring to? 

Q I am referring to your statements, portions of 

which Ytere read to you bore in court toda.y. 

A 'l'h.tt which I am testi!yin& to today is that which 

I .un giving to .you based upon my best memory and since I have 

been in Dachau I have quieted dorm to ouch nn extent that I 

am able nO\'t to think logically. 

Q HoMecko, in vi'ew of your poor memory, do you 

think your meioory in Aucus t 1945 was bettor concerning events0 
that occurred in 191,h at that time or do you think it is better 

today? 

A Batter Coday ,. 

Cl Do you rocall your statement, - the sentence in 

your statement concerning the order regarding the shooting 

or prisoners or war was ' knC\m all over tho regiment as the 

Poiper order? 

A 4. I m•oto ~t da,vn the way yO\l SO¥ it but it is not 

true. 

~ ·' Do yoU ovor remem.ber\ maJd.n·g a stato~nt that it wao 

knOim throug~hout the division as P.eiper• i order? • 



Tk i/259-SR-6/25-3 

0 
0 

A I know that I wrote it but that is in con-

noction ,·dth tthat I just said nw, that Poiper 1s idea aa 

to ha1·1 wo wore to behave ourselves in .my coming campaicn 

was knorm a1l over the division. Peiper Is hardness 

toward hi.maell', as wall as toward ua was vory well kno-,m. 

Q Did you ever r emember beinc: a skod, 11 Hor, do you 

knm·r it was kno-,m throughout the division? 11 

A It is possible that I wan asked that; ha,rovor, 

I do not remember it. 

Q Do you re~ombor making a statGlllent that at 

Eb,:;,nsee you were in a prison with raembers o1: regiments other 

than the lat P;mzer Reg:lmcnt of tho lat Division? 

A · It is correct that I made tl~t statement. However, 

. I empl)asized that the so-called Peiper Order was knOml in the 

entire division and that members of the division that · did not 

boloN::, to our regiment coni'irmod tho fact that it was known 

in the other regiments also. 

Q Do you ever remember making the statement that 

members of tl:1e otha r reciments of the division at Ebonsoe 

stated t? ~ou that nau that the war nas over thn members or 

the 1st Regiment were in hot water because of the shooting of 

prisoners of war by Poipor 's Order? 

A Ttut. I s aid tho.t we, tho.t is, members of the lat 

Reciment, were in hot vrater because of the ~hooting of prisoners 

of war in the Eliel Offensive, I run certain I said that. 

Q Honnecke, do you t1ecall ma.k1ng o.. statement sicned 

by you under oath d:i.tcd 13 ltarch 1945 and which vras introduced 

in evide.nce by the Prosocution and wllS markod .Prosecution 

Elchibit !lumbez: 78? • ...:·· 



A I wrote this ntatement on the 13th or JJarch 1946. 

Q And that statement represented the truth, is that 

correct? 

A Untrue from the first to the last page . 

Q Yn1y did you write it? 

· A Because the member of tho Prosecution, 1st 

Lieutenant Perl, had said he was a defonse counsOl in rrr:, 

trial and confirmed that by word of honor as an officer in 

the presence of Obers tunni'uehrer Rumpf and U0t erBturmfuehror 

Reiser, and told me that the only way for me to save my head0 
wao to 7,rite it dovm the W.r,f it io ·,rritten down and it is 

humanly understandable that p.f~er one waits 48 hours to be 

hanged one lfould write aarm a thing like that. 

Q Who reprosentGd themselves as helping you in that 

particular case, licnnecke? 

MR. STRONG: May· I make an objection, if the 

Court please? The Defense intended to present this case in-0 
a chronological order. This accusefi Trill t~e the stand at

0 
least twice again in coMection with othe r incidents ot 

which he is accused, at which ti.mo hie t\Yo additional state­

ments ,~ be in .~ssue. J.!a.y I respect!'u~ly sugceat that the 

Prosecution be directed by the Court to coni'ino i tseli' to 

thie part ot the case, issuance ot orders in tho Blnnkenheimor 

F~rost, which is right ncr.r being presented by the D8 £ense? 

UR. ELOWIT.Z: lJa.y it please th8 Court, ' as to.r as 

I understand, I think counsel' II14king the objection and the ' 

, C~e£ D0 fe~~ c., ' counsel ate at ~ri~ce wi:h the ~rocedu;e ~to 

be adopted ;by this witness. I ~distin~tl; .,renrd the chi.er.. 

Dotenso :C~uael state / hat it p as not Con:emplated· thate 

this witne~a would be recalled again", 



LAW MEl!BE.ll.: That io who.t the Court understood . 

DEFENSE COONSEL: That Dtatomont was made by mo 

from the informat ion that I had furnished. 

lffi . ELOi/I'rz; If the Court pleaoe, thnt is not 

the :mbstantial basis of the claim, however. We have a right 

to go into every phase of t his witness I testimony or his 

participation in arty of the crimeo alloced in tho Charge 

at any time he tnlcos tho stand. otherl'lise, this ·,rltness 

rnny l eave the stand and rci'use to retake the witness stand 

0 nnd not even his a,m ·cowtsel can force him to do that. 

LAVf ME!.fBE!?: While the Court l'fi!lhes to cooperate 

with the Defense in tho orderly presentation of the case :md 

aerees that tho caoo should be presented in a chronological 

order, tho Court cannot clirect the Prosocut.ion to refrain 

from cross examininc by vir~uo o!' tho fa.ct thut i t is purely 

,n.thii:t the prerogative of tJ1e witness whether he wishes to 

.0 retake the stand and more particularly, in vie;, of tl-e fact 

0 that the Chief Defense Counsel stated that the vdtness would. 

~ot take the otrutd. Hotrever, if tho Chief Defense Counsel 

wi5hes to change his statement· and docl,;ircs thnt it is the 

'intention to put t his ,n:tness on the stand a[:ain, I believe 

the .Prosecution can reasonably assume t!1at that m.11 take 

pl ace. Ir rlot, the Court will ciravr ~uch concl usion:1 as it 

deems fit by hie rei'1.uml to take the stand. HOTrever, tho 

Cour t 'canno~ and will not direct tho Prosecution to take that 

stand . 

Dfilo"'BJISE COUNSEL i Tho on.ly clnrifi~a ti'on ~ I think 

that tho IJf!fense Counsel . can lllilke at thl.s tima 1$ to the 
1 

http:MEl!BE.ll


·- -.-"-· 

Tk /i259-SR-6/25- 6 rathe: fundamental rule in cross exar:rl..nation that you are 

askinr; us to overlook and I would liko to ask for a few 

minutes to confer -:dth my 12ssoci12te counsel. 

LA\'f MEMBER: As I said before1 we will not 

direct you nor ask you to do that . I t is entirel y up to 

you , 

PROSF.cUTION: Just a moment 1 please . 

PRESIDEI IT: Court Tdll recess Wltil 1530 hours. 

(Whereupon 11t 1h50 hours court recessed until 1530 hours . ) 

0 
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(\'fuercupon the court reconvened at 1530 houro : ) 

PilESID~!T: Court will come to order , 

PROSECUTION: Ir tho court plea:ic, lot the record 

show that ill members of tho court, all rne:nboro ~f the prosecution 

except Lt. Col. Crawford, who io a.bucnt on buuinoaa for the 

prooecution, rmd Captain Dymo, who haa boon excuoed upon verbal 

order of the Corrananding General, all membcro of tho defense with 

tho exception of Lt, Col. I)','(inell, Dr. Ha u, Dr. Pfioter, und 

Dr. toiling, who are absent on buoineso for tho defense, a.11 

of tho defendants nnd the reporter are present . 

Ir the court plenoe, we 1d like to comply with tho 

suggestion made by tho court no to the croos-exnmination of the 

a ccuoed , 

The Prosecution would l.iko to oto.to to the court it!I' 

position with respect to tho cross- cxamina.tion of any accuaed 

who ndght choose to take the otancl . We ~re na anxiouo a s the 

defen:ie to uid in the proper presentation of aJJ. evidence that 

is presented to this court. We believe, howcvor, thut a more 

comprehensive and coh~rcnt pic tu1·0 a.a to the guilt or innocence 

of each accu!lod will. unfold if all the alldged activities or 

en.Ch accucrccl aro eone into uu u whole, 1·ather than presenting 

his defem10 in a piece-meal !ashion. We concede , ·however, this 

is a_matter to be decided entirely by t hu a ccu!icd nnd their 

counsel, ,, 

In manY case::i an nccuAed has made a single st atement al:out 

all. his activit'ies during the Orrenaivo. • It a ppeal's at thia otagC 
• l • • . 

in the tri_al tha.t each aq,cucred .,·rill t\tt empt to ~e.\ ract ~1~ S~atc­

mcnt and claim thut it doo~ .pot ap eo.lc the truth. · In doini; cro tho 

a.ccuaed ~ttacks the metho..d or in~errogation employeci' t s, in~~e 

his ata.tmient. It is obvioua that auch accused cannot be 

effectively crooa-e;curlned as t~ the t rnt h of hio general. 

contention if the proseCutiOJ\ decideo ~o limit itseU on crooo-
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accuocd ha o :.aid 1a untrue on direct e~ni.nat~im . Such a pol icy, 

though it might aid the defcnoe, would hondicap the pro:rncution 

to such an extent that ito croos-exwnino.t i on of the accused woul d 

looe any effect it might othe1wiso have. 

There io no power that can forco an accuoed to r eGwne 

~ho ato..nd , and for the roasona s tut ed us well as to protect tho 

riehto of the Government of tho United St.:a.tea, ,·,hom the prosecution 

ropr e!lento, the p1-oaecution i i; compelled 'to be guided by nhat it 

doeroo moot advantageous ao co.ch ca se ari!Jes. 

PRESIOD·l'r : That is cl early o. pre~ogo.tive of the 

prosecution. Proceed with the case, 

DEF'.ENSE COUHSEL: T'ne d efense recal ls the a ccused Ho.no 

llennocke. 

HANS HillNECKE, one of tho accu~ed, resumed the stand and 

testified further t hrough an interpreter aa follows: 

I.AW UE.!BER: Now, ut thia stage I might ask if there 

was o.ny further obj ection you wanted to bring up, in view of the 

procedure which may have to P~ adopted from now on? 

DEFENSE COUNSEL (Lfr. Strong): If it pleases the court, 

vte intend to recall the witness ou t or chronolo8ical order incidental 

to t he instance which ariaes out or the cross-examination, 

PROSroJTION (Mr, El.ordtz): Do you have t he la:;it questions? 

REPORTER: I am sorry, I do not, 

CROSS ElW!WATION 

Q~ESTIOMS BY PROSECUTIOll , (L!:, Elowitz): 

Q'. Hennecke/ yOu mD.de a Dt~~cment thlit · i hiS e.x}qbit, . which . . . .. ~. 
,was introdu~ed in evidence as Pi-os~cu~ion '.o. ~Jdbit '7s, vrao a _£til ~e--

0 

hood fro~ beginning f.o end, is that cor; ect7 • 

A .. Yes; ., 
0

Q Did you sa"y that the entire 
0 

otateme~t wa! dictated by . 
Lt, Perl? 

0 
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A Y~s. 

Q And you claim that it i o a fnlsehootl; it is merely 

· Lt. Perl 1 o dictation? 

A Yes. 

Q J\nd you ne re merely the inutrument through ,·,hich it 

becwno Vlritten on pape r , io thnt correct? 

A If you call a mo.n who wr~toa :iomct.hing thnt oomobody 

el se tel.la hi.J11 to an 11instru.ment 11 then, yes , 

Q Thu.t 1 :J right; that 1o what you said before? 

A What did I say before? 

0 Q Juot that -- well, I 11.l· continue, I'm going to road you 

0 a portion of thnt confeosion which wao read into court and ask 

you it J OU reinernbor it.; This concerne tho portion where you 

Dtntl! that you received orders f1•om Oberatunnbunnfuehror Peiipor 

to turnioh execution details for the shooting of prisoners of 

vrar. 

11A!'ter I lw.d passed thia order to Rwnpf, I re­
turned to Obor:Jtunnbnnn.Ceuhror Peiper nnd reported 
to him thut I had axecuted hio order, I cannot re­
call any mor e with which wordo I did thio. On the 
occaoion Unterotunntuch1·er Reiser ordered to diepa.tch0 
for the :m.1:10 ohooting on execution detail from my 
co:npany too. Hero too I oan remc.'!lber the exact worda.0 Unterotunn.feuhrer Rei.oer told me 11HeinJ you too dio­
patch one detail - one non-com and a few men for 
thio shooting. n 11Hein" iB the nickname by ,mich I am 
called by my friend~. 11 • 

Is that true? ' · 

A ,No:' 
Q Ia IIHein" your nickname? 

A Yea. 

Q OhJ Lt , Perl didn 1t invent that, did. he? 

A Ho didn•t invent tha.t, Thnt 1s my niclcname.' ~ don't 

•~o,, where Lt. Perl., got it f'rom. r 

• Q \'lell, now, I'll read you nnother portion rf it: 



0 

11 At this time I aslced Reiser, 11 Vo.eterchen, the 
execution detail of the 9th Company is here -- ,·1hcrc 
should. I send it? 11 Reiser ru'tswered, 11To Dicfenthal11 • 

I a.sited, 11Whc ro is Dicfcnthal? 11 Unterstunllfeuhrer 
Reiser :mid, 11 I do not know, s erid them to Pciper':i 
C. P., Gruhle will know where Dietenthal is 11 • 11 Vaet cr-
chenu i s Reisor 1 a niclmrunc. 11 

Is that paragraph correct? 

A · The only memory I have from Ia Gleize was that one 

detail that Reber ;ind Diefenthal gave me the directive for 

doing that but I . lmow . "?'llctl,y_ today that it was not an 

execution dotnil. I conoto.ntl;y repeated to Lt. Perl that I 

did not oec any dead b::idie::i in La Gleizo 9f the numbers in which 

he described them to mo and , therefore , ohooting:: could not 

huve happened there, 

Q Well, i s 11V.:i.oterchen 11 Rci:.cr 1 s nickn.llllc -- that you 

lmow'? 

A Yc3 , 

Q Then Lt. Perl did not invent that either, did he·? · 

A No, he i:;ot the name 1'rom me, 

Q How -- in tho stutc:nent? 

A I oaid tho.t I had o. memory, o'r a 1'ra©ncnt of n manory 

tho.t in La. Gleize at 0:1-e timo I a:.lced Rei:.er whore ; was 

suppooed to oend the dotail to an~ th-!,t Rciaor anawored me 

;·dth those worda or in thiu form and that · I conne,cted this up 

with th.ut shootine matter. , 

Q And that's how tho sto.tcment was talten , ivao.n 1t it --

you 11upplied the fa.eta nnd it was dictated by Lt. ferl? 

A I did n?t aupply facts, I actually put together frag-

ments of memor,Y o.n.d oince. Lt, Perl kept tellinfi me tliat ~here.. wa:l 

.i ·ahooting' detail and :.:I.nee tho accuocd Gt'llhlo kept. ropeating to 

· me that the detail which I ordCred · him to supp¼ had been a 
• • • • • 0 0 A • ~ · C, • .. • • ' ... • 

ahooti.Qg detqi;l.., 1'or that ·1·: ason I wrote that I couldn 1t do 

anything eloe for the r§auon~ which I ohllVc ment ioned befor'e. 

http:ahooti.Qg


Q Woll, then despite the fact those are true words you 

managed to insert two true words lnto t he :itatement, didn 1t you -­

your niclma'!le and Roi::.or Is? 

A. I don 1t know v1hat to answer to that, 

Q Hennecke, you stated pr eviously in the afternoon that 

you are ashamed now to tell nb~ut the stat ements you made against 

Peiper in your coni' es:iion? 

A Yes, 

Q Is the first timo you discovered you had that ocnaation 

01' shame in court this a!'tomoon?
0 

A In Schwnebiach Hall we were played against each other in 

0 such a way that we didn 1t even realize that we insul_ted and 

incriminnted each other. 

Q Woll, do you rocUl shortly artor you wrote and signed 

this statement you had a conversation \'lith Peiper in one of tho 

. interroeation colla? 

A Yes, 

Q Do you remember that Peiper had difficulty in recalling 

.0 the incident you described in your stat~ont with rei'eronco to the 

0 execution detail oent to shoot Fi'P 3? 

A During a conversation vthen I told Col. Peiper about 

this statement he :Ja.id thut it never dould have happened that way 

ard. that he never gave me any ouch order and that I muot be mistaken. 

Q And do you remember ijow you vecy politely o.rgued with 

him and tried to ~1elp hla me.nocy? 

A I repeatedl;r told Col, Peiper on occasion that he would · 

have to re.member that Reis.er said_~he same thing ·,8;f1d th.a~ 

R~iser would confirm it t~o !Jld t ~a'.t he, .~ho~~~ remember· it too ;' • 

Q Mct do you remonber recalling P·eiper I s memocy t Q. the .. 
. . . ' ", 

peopl}1 who wore io the CP at 'the time &.nd where they a...toOd when 
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A I did that bu t t oday ~ also no whnt order I received 

fr 001 Col. Peiper at t he t ime , 

Q And do you also remember expl aining to Col. Peiper tho.t 

f or mnny weeks you hu.d kept this iht'onnation to yourDelf but 

finally, after weeks of strenuous interrogation, you had to 

ca ne out with t he truth? 

A I told col. Peiper when being confronted vrith him 

then that I did not read any of the details in La Gleizo. I told 

him that a!tcr being corifronted with First Lt. Rumpf. Some of the 

details which first Lt. Perl had told me and which were repeated 

to me by Rumpf were recalled in my memory and I repeatedly told 

Col. Peiper that if tha t had happened he should remember it and 

for him to please remember it aince I ho.d already. been before a 

court and in that fashion, but that he kept repeating, 11 That 

Cannot be correct11 and he also said, ''Hemecke, you're mistaken."1 

Q In any- event, you didn't agree with Peiper, did you? 

A I did not know how the matter in ~ Gleize waa_

connected. I already' eaid that in this etat~mt fragments or 

memory which I happened to recall are throl'ln together. They 

were put together in such a manner that they !it together well 

and that they were brought do\'m to a comm.on denominatpr or 

ahooting of prisoners or ffllr. 

Q Hemu,cke, did you roa.l.ly think that Lt. Perl waa 

you1· defense counsel in Sohvraebisoh Hal1? 

A Yea . 

Q You. aincerely believed that? 

A Yea, cert~. · 

Q Then you told him the complete truth, didn 1t you? . . ' 
A ·Yes , but I Wilan 1t wppoaed tO write that doffll . 

Q Is tha.t the same thing that a.ppeara in your statement? 
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A No, that 1a just it. 

Q That 1s what you oignod under oa.th, iantt it? 

A Yes. 

Q But you didn't give this inf?rmation to Lt. Perl, your 

supposed defense counsel, until you were confronted by Lt. Rumpf, 

did you? 

A I kept emphasizing that Firot Lt. ilumpf must be mistaken 
I 

and asked to be confronted with Firot Lt. Rumpf. That happened and 

I kept telling Rumpf to tell the truth, whether I had really given him 

such an order to fonn an execution detail to ohoot prifJoners of0 
vrur and ho kept confirnrlng that. And I r~~ber that ut one time 

0 
I really had received an order to tell something to Lt. ~?umpf from 

Col. Peiper but I really didn 1t remenber what it was. 

Q Well do you remember in you1· statem~nt doscribinc nn 

incident in Stavolot where civilian women were shot by your radio 

operator without provocation? 

A Yes, 

Q Well, did you oign ,your n.wne to thnt otntement ju~t to 

0 agreo ,·dth Lt. Rumpf? 

0 A Pirot Lt. RWnpf ha3 nothing . at nll t ~ do with tho cas e of 

Stav~lot . 

Q \'loll then, why die'. you agree to write that ?ovm in your 

coni'esa~on? 

A DUring the first trial where I was accused in Schvra.ebisch 

Hall I was read the charg~s by llr. Thon, Among othez:- things I was 

\ ,accus~~ of giv.~g Pfc, Godicke ,the ardor to shoot womeri. in Stavelot, . 

I denied that and 08.id, 11 Tha:t, 1o not corre~t. 11 U~n that my defetl se 
. . ' ~ (' 

, coun's.el, lat Lt . Per.l, ~ucoeeded· in adjou~ing the court, after 
' . \ " . . " 

: ever~ argument with the prosecutor, Ur, Ttion, and I ,·r-is then locked 
0 

into a 'death "'·cell fo~ u." few ho~rs •in order to ''como bac~ to my oenaes. 
r o o ,. • 
First Lt. Perl took me out again a.i'ter the noon meal. and questioned. 
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me a.bout the matter of St avcl ot. I said I didn ' t kno;r anything 

about it, so t hat Lt. Perl so.id thut wao very bad -- 11 that might 

mean your head. 11 

Q Aren 1t you finiohcd yet 'i' 

A No , I'm not, 1'The Pre3ident ot the Court hnd the 

intention of proceedinG with the cu!Je in your o.b:Jcnco und if you 1 

wouldn 1t admit that you ' ll be ho.ng cd, 11 And I didn 1t ad,nit anything 

bec,moo I di dn 1 t !mow anything , Upon that, Lt. Perl told rnc that 

po3oibly the trial mi ght tnke place the n~ l.!onduy, which wa o lll 

t wo days, and if it didn ' t t a.k c pl ace !'d Lio hnn~cd within l.S 

hour.::.. He said that tho court had tho aut hority to tr-.r my caoe 

in m·iting and that I would not have any further opportunity to 

defend my self . I did not make any otutencnt and waited in III;/ 

cell for what was going to happen, 

~ Q Well, Hennecke, do you mco.n to utate that after. hearing 

the charges that tir. Thon read to you that you Vlcre a ccus ed or 

ahooting women and children in Stavolot, that you would completely 

exonerate you1·self by signing a con£eaaion that you were in a 

tank that only shot down women?0 
A Arter a second trial lat Lt, Perl kept telling me thfs

0 
tor two do.ya and I t~lly belic,ved him • 

., 
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Q You sinoeroly boliovod that? 

A I d_on 1 t undorstnnd. 

Q Did you sincerely btliovo that? 

A That I would not bo able to bo puniehod any rr.ore; ia 

that whBt you ooan? 

Q No, y1ho.t I aokod you .,.,11,n t Did you really bolfovo tm t you 

".ere going to bo hung unloos you signed a oonfaosiont 

A I signed tin coi.tfossion artor tho second tria.1 not after 

tho fir st ODO. 

Q \'.011, 1'.0ren't you enoouragsd to sign your name to thill 

incident tht1t occurred at Stavelot aft-,,r Eobno.nn had doaodbod how 

he vAs an eye witruna to tho shooting? 

A Bokrrnnn desoriMd it bsf'oro th.9 court that ho 80.w tho 

rl\di o operator fire. It ....-a, through this vary teati.mony of Bok-

ma.nn thnt I y,o.s oonplotely confused. 

Q \'.011, you wore in court duri!l.g t.lte whole trial, Henni,oka, 

and . you heard survivors of this group of civilians, Belgian oivil­

iana--Ulstify d~d you not? 

A Yes. 

Do you state now that you don I t believe it happened? 

A I only romembor that ono wHne aa said that the oormrAnding 

officer shot f'rom _tho first tank l'tith a rraohine pistol, and• 1r.aohine 

gun fired f'rom th1 lut tank . I so.id that tho witneas atated that 

the oomme.nding offioer in tho rirat tank shot at thom with a rm.chine 

piotol and tho s111oond witnoH said that tho last tank shot at them 

,,1th 
~ 
a uaohino gtm.. 

Q \':811, don't yo_u re~mbor thnt th9 toatiir.ony o~ tho ono . 

"i~_~a~..a.on_corn.ing t~ ~rriO~r ,who f~~~-1:.~m -~0_. ia~k- fit~~ yo~ 

:·. p~~_.t.tr ~~ll? . ' : .. . . .... ~ 
~~ ·~No.! I don •t think' s..o, beoauoo tho offioor waa duoribod 

ao• w,aring a gre.y ,m.iform with oilver ine_ignia. I waa w,ar.ing a 

blaolc hatMr jaoJat. 
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Q But it is possible those murders wJro oommitt9d, isn't . it? 

A Ho, it ts not possible. 

Q Just one or t,.<> noro questions. T!enneoke, you txJstified 

thnt you nova1· repeated the order--tho subjoot or tho speooh you heard 

Kremser givs to the company, to the 1'1'8mbors of your platoon. Is tJ:1at 
right? 

A I nover repeated tho speech to numbers or my platoon. 

Q And you never ropeatod ths,n to anyono, is that right? 

A No. 

~ Did Krerr.sor give you instruotiona to repoat it to your 

platoon? 

A Kromaer told ua v.hen \'IS left the o~np firo tlut VIJ 1 "r;ero 

to notify our platoons or orders concerning the Eifel Offensive ono 

nore till'8. 

Q l(reJr.aer 'a speooh contained nothing incriminating, did it? 

A \',hat do you tm&n, 11 inorindn~ting 11 ? 

Q Involving any one? 
A Yes, he did say something to that efi'Got. 

Q Did het say prisoners of war v.ould bo shot? 

A Kroll"Ger, in the su~etanos I said ths following1 That no 

prieonot"e of war ,till bo made; they arB to bo shot. 

RE:Dl!!ECT EXAMJNATION 

!EFb'NSE COll!SEL ( rr. Strong) 1 I v.auld liko -tx:, havc!J tw:> 

minutea to glanoe at this ,Ebsnue atateur-.9nt ·from whio,h que ~tionB • 
0 

Wltro' asked of this "fitneas. I am sor~y to take up tho Cour.t 1:8 ti~ 

but it ia 23 pages. 

PRESIDENT1 That is all right. Go ahoad. 

QIESTIONS BY lEFEN~E COlfiSEL (lir, Strong) 1 . . . 
Q •• -~~~~o-~·.: ··i ~ ~-~~ You ,ri-of.j h~ ·.!.~m;~~.t~~-: Y?u·~undo~-~-~~ 

. :tn Ebetia'Oe ,·questions -~d ano~re, an~ .~a~ you ~ha that thia ciuostion' 

and anewr,r is true 1 

"Q~stioni " nha.t order; did you havo regar; diitg th! tr:a-t."T".ez;,.t-: 
eTr.ouation of ·priaoners or- -war? • . 
~Anewi,ri That weapons \','OUid •be ,taken 0-om tham and 'Wit -..ould 



aearoh thorn for amntmition, thc,n ohook thoir pap!3ra and thoy 
would be taken to another area." 

Q Is this roisv.er oorroott 

A Yaa. 

Q Did you to 11 tne truth at tho t time'/ 

A Yos. 

Q I read you another qul!lstionand· ansWJr; 

11 Quostion: Y/hat did FOiP9r say about prisoners of ,.,-nrT" 

11Answar; Shortly before \'"' assembled for th~ a tt~ok 
an order oatrB from corps or army regardin1;; prisoners or v.-r. 
This order" MB then read all over. 11 

Q Is that oorreot?
0 

A That, to rrry knowledge, happened at tM lllllllUGVers at 

0 Frie she im. 

Q And I continua. ThO qU!:lstion v.o.s asked1 

"Continue·/ 11 And th, ansv.er m1s1 

i1Prisonors ·or vtnr artor capture were to be stripped or arms, 
ammunitions and ovaouatad to tho rear. Special consideration 
l\'O.B to bo givon to tho Arr,'3,rioan soldiers woaring .tho Rod 
Cros11, and WO v;ere not to fire . on Red Cross vehicles, because 
tho Amerioan and English viera aooordine; thil ' so.nu respoot to 
our Rad Cross•" 

Q !s what you said :in this answ,r true? 

A Yes, thnt was in that order w, reoeived at that tim,. 

Q "Then how do you aooount for the fo.ot thz:l.t some offi-~ers 
in . IAH gave orders to th~ man thnt small groups or prison­
ers or war could not be bothored with and therefore v,ould 
be shot?" 

11Anav.er1 · I have no knowledge of suoh an order and la:tow 
nothing about it." 

Q ls that oorreot? Is , this an ner ;.hio n you gave oorreott 

J. ·Yes, tlat is' oorreot. 

Q Ireid . toyou. 
0 

"Qoo;_,tion1 YO~u are lying.. \',hat woUld you say if I : 
v;ere to 'b!llt> you that sone of ,your men have admitted to suoh 
kill'ing?" ... • • . . 

• '. , -!'An8T.ei-1 ·Fro~ my •pla,toon that was with ,mi, in 1.he a'ttiokt' · 
0·.it').'o~p··t~~-'!o ~ -~· -~.:: ·-/. ~- ·' ' _:·: - • . ·.: • •• '". •. • n: 

1 0 

Q •' Tpis ann.or ,ffl\ioh ) i-oad
0 
to yciu,., m,nit..ooko,, -,;ere ,1ven. bJ 

you in Ebensee on the 1i%h dsi ~! Deoembsi- 0 19451 i; that ooi-roo~ 
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MO aignod at Soh-.ibisoh Hall. 

Q In your annera vihioh I road to you just hsro in Court 

are trw and corroot, a.re tMy? 

A Yoe. 

Q I auk you ono roro quostlon, llonnooko. Did you over ro-

ooivo any wotm.da \'lhllo you partio ipntod in the sooond VOrld ii'ar1 

A Throe t:ltooa. 

Q. Will you tell us vary shortly what kind of v.ounda you 

roooivod and what rosulta, i f any, still rsmo.in? 

A In tho close combat in Fobruary 1942 in Russia I MB hit 

over tho hoe.d with a rifle butt. November 11, 1943, 1n Ruosia, I 

rocolwd a shrepnol in tM back or ths hoad and also 1n Ruaairi, tho 

dato which I do not romenber o,:;aotly, I received a shot 1\'hioh ro­

mainod in my knee: 

Q Are you otfll aufforing from any results of your head 

wounds? 

A In general, I ma!ntoinod my good tmnory but ooro tiuoa it 

happons that I oa.nnot rotn'3mbar inoidonta which ooour, but those momor­

. ios will ooim back, and oom, boolc exactly if thoy aro aidodJ and it 

nlso ho.ppenod that tluao nomrioa disappear just aa rapidly. 

m!retfSE COWSEL ( l~. Strong) , Nothing further. 

PROSECUrION ( !.'r. Elowiti) 1 Nothing furthar • 

PRESIIEIIT1 Any quostlons ~~· t h') cour t? 

LAW lEliBSR1 By tho oourt. 

EXAIJmATICllBY TlL:: COURT1 

·QWSTIONS BY THE: C01JRT1 
1 

Q . Y~t ordor did. you rooeive from col. Poipor in tho ~oon,.rnand 

post at LnGlebof 

• . , ):·~...~.·r·.o~\ f ~.r ~~.~g~f _tho.- ~·~d.. I wa ~, in rny:C~P. e.nd ~at Lt. r. 

· !uq,t' T.e&, onllod and . I repor.ted ·to Col. Poipi,r. I ,.,.as told thera. ~ .. 0 
0 

Wt a ~ troni the 9th Pen,:~i-, P1~onr Company -.a to be. ahot1 that 



Q Going bnc k t\'.o days bof'oro t hat. about ~ o 20th or I).Jcem-

OOr, 1944, in tho BD.mJ ix>m, LnGhizo, did you aeo any bodies or 

Anr ioan aoldiora? 

A I saw sewn bodiesor doad Amorioans ,•hioh Mro .'lying ho-

hind tho first battalion C.P. in tho ovoning or Dooomber 21. 

Q Will you explain to tho ooul't th::i position or those 

bodioa. 

A I had no doubts that thoy hod baon shot. 

Q. Did you aoarch those bodies? 

A I went dov.n th,ro with tho lat Lt. Schmidt or Skorzony1 • 

0 troops by order of my oo rror.anding officer, l.'ajor Poatsohke, and lot 

0 Lt. Schmidt had tho order to soaroh tho bodioo for papers and tako 

thoao popsrs at;8.y in ordor to use 1hom on hittaelf. Ho, himself, did . 

havo an AlTOrioan uniform but oortainly not auffioiant papors. I took 

Sotunidt dOl'll and showed hi-n tho bodies and thon went l?aok '00 ~ ·c.P. 

Q Row many sworn sto-tarnonts did you Jnlke, dl together? 

A Four. 

Q How many or these etatomontado you now say are false and 

how many are truet0 
A The first tostimoiiy or ono or tho 11th or Jmiuary, whioh MLS0 

talked about today, is partially falaeJ tho sooond statemBnt, 17th January, 

is also partly f'also. Tho third atatotrant or llaroh 13, that is tm 

statGtrent about LaGl,ebe and Stavelot, is oomploW1y falee. ThO fourth 

ono ie tha ono that I n:ado at Ebonsoo, that ia the ano that 1e really 

tho first -that is oorreot. I woto that aooording to my reoollootian 

· thon with the exception ,of ono aontonce against W\ich I protoe'bld aii.d 

which I stated that I had not annered in that rr.anner, as I olained 

today. 

. ' 
..~SimHT1, , .Are t~ere othor queetio.na?, . Apparetitly. no.n~J 

the witness "is exollSed~ ''-~ 

IEFENSE CO'WSEL ,(Lr. Strang)t Thia witnes~ ~11 be reodhd 
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IBFENSE COUNSEL ~ Tho Di,fOnao calls as its next witness 

Karl Heinz Li,iber. 1ir. Strong will conduct tho diroot examination 

on bohalf or tho De!unso and ~ho Defe~SII contemplates recalling this 

witneeo. 

KARL HEDlZ IBmER, oallod aa a witnooe for tho Dl,fenso, •s 

n.orn and t,stified through. an inWrprotor as follows, 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

QUE:STIONS BY m~NSE COlNSE:L (!.r • Strong) 1 

Q. Will you giw us your first name, pleaaoT 

A Karl Bo inz Loiber. 

0 Q How old are you? 

A Tv«mty yoara.0 
Q Aro you presently a pr isoner or wart 

A Yee. 

Q '\',here aro you presently baing hold in ouotody? 

A In Enns, in Auotria, 

Q Have you boon trnna!'arro.d for tho purpose of this -trial 

from Enns to De.ohaut 

A No. At first I ,,as in a camp in Germany, first in Burgau. 

Q _To '1hat military forrmtion did you belong during tl'e ao-

oallcid Eifel Offonsivo in tho month or December 1944, and January 

1946? 

A Ths Panzer Regim,nt, lat 00Dl)any, oonpany oontnander, let 

Lt. Krsmaer, 1st Platoon, phtoon leader 2nd Lt. 

Q \'then you talk a lx>ut ttx, lat Divii! ion you JDJ&n the .reg1mmt 

commanded by Col• Peiper? 

, A "(ea. 

· Q , \ 1.ore you ~ver, prior to the ortensive, 'bl-wit, in the roonth 

.of' ~,,'o~Jnber, 1944, at Friesheim? 

A ·Yea. ' 

Q Ho,w long d~d you approxi~te.ly atay at Frieshsimt 

A About tour "'8Ska. 
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rr.ake nny speech t~ th9 oompnny in 0 onnoction ..... 1th tm iir.pending 

oftensiwt 

A No. 

Q Did he mako any apoooh at all in Frioahoilr.t 

A No. 

Q \'.e,s your company oonmand~r, Kre11r.aor, at that tine preaont 

in Friosheim? 

A Yeo . 

Q If Ilonneolro would havo made a speech in Frieshei.m, would 

you remember it! 

0 A Yes. 

0 Q l'.hy do you thlll k you v.ould remeuber it? 

A Because in thi, first place, 2nd Lt. Henneoh ns my platoon 

loader nnd that is one reason for ro meml»ring it rroro easily, ani 

thOn orientation of a oonpa..ny is a unttor !'or th, company oonur.ander , 

Q \'1hora did you proceed from ~ittiJ~iint 

A In tho Blankenhe im forest. 

Q When, approxirrntaly, did you Arrive there? 

A December 16. 

Q Do you remember the o.rternoon and night of DQoombor 160 
1944? 

A Yoa, 

Q Did Himnooko at that titre make_ any spoeoh to e 1 ther- hu 
company or his platoon? 

A lie had one rr4rl from awry tank craw of his platoon com 

to him Anrl ocrnduot an oriontation. 

Q V,hnt did h_o. te.l~ about? 

A He asked ~liother ev.ory tank h_ad onougn gas., e~~ugh oil, 

· enough 'an!lnmiti0J1, and · enough .auppliaa. Striko tit~. Enough food, 

not supplies~ , 

Q Do you re,n;,mtier "' ~ythil'ig else he might have ~alir:od about? 

A" n! alaO rmntioned-briot;ly th9 order in which tM tanka 



0 

Q Did ha say e.nything about prisoners of ?Art 

A No. 

Q Did he HY uything about enemy o ivilians? 

A No. 

Q Are you positive a,bout it? 

A Yes. 

LR. S'lRONG: No f'urthor questions. 

CROSS EXA MlNATION 

QlESTlONS BY PRuS~CUTl~N1 

Q Pioor to tha Eif'el Of'!'onsive did Kreir.ser or Henneoke 

either one, give you any instruotions on the treatment of' prison­

ers of v;e.r1 

A Lt. Hennecke? No. 

Q How about Kromser'I 

A 1st Lt. Kromser rrade a speeon to the oonplllly at !'all of' 

dark on thll evening of' tho 15th of' Deoomber. 

Q Did h8 toll you how to treat pr isoners or \'18r in that 

a,poeoh? 

A He pointed out to us that our ·t,ask , .... s to go ahead re .. 

gardless of' what happens to · our left or right and for t hat roaaon we 

1\1:IUld have little t3JtO to transport prisoners of 1'1lr to the rear 

and tla t that 't\GS to be done by the troops who ,·.ere to follow us• 

Q. Ir you oaptured any prisoners, did he Wll you what you 

v,ero to do wi 'th.thorn? 

A No. 

Q Had you evern been told how you.,.re to treat prisoners or 

Q l\here -.s 'that? 

A In Utsonendo·rr. 

Q Just at one time\. 

Ao recruits 1'18 - re often told ·bo1Y priaone~• or -.r 
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-,.ore to be treated and how.,..., ourselws wore to behave a.a pris-

onera of ,•.-.r. 

Q As a aolditn; artor you wero aasignod to duty ho\1 often 

v.ore you ~ld how to treat priacnors of "'-ar? 

A How often I oat 't say a·xnctly, but it heppenod sonewha.t 

frequently. 

Q Did it happen onoe a month? 

A \foll, that hawened in regular rronthly intervals, I 

don 1 t know any "'reor~. 

PRUSECU'l'ION: Uo 111'.>ro qu!lstions. 

0 OOFENSS COUHSEL (lk'. Stronc): No rsdiroot. 

PR!!:S IrnNTt Any qoostiona by th~ oourt? Apparently nontJ 

th.9 v1itnoss is exoused. 

(Vihoreupon tho witness was excused and withdrew fioom 

tho o'ourtroom) • 

IE:FENSE CUtillSEL1 Tpe Defense calls t.s its next wi'tness 

Jooef ZitzelBJ,erger. !h-. Strong will oonduot the examination on 

behalf of the Dafonso and tho Defense oontnroplates recalling this 

witness• 

0 JOSEF ZITZBLSBERCER, called as a witness .for tho Defense, •a 

s110rn and Watified through an interproWr as followa1 

DmECT EJrA.MnlATION 

~UBSTIDNS BY OOm!SE COUNSEL (J.r, Strong}, 

Q \\hat is your full nan-et 

A Zituilsbnger, Josef. 

Q How old are yout 

A 

• Q_ .. At:·~·you presenil'y a prisoner of v.-ar? 
...... :, ' ...... ~·. . , ;·.......... ; ; ....; . : -·. ' ~ . . 

"A · Yea. 

Q ,ie~e •.re yci~ proae:itly bein~ h9ld in ~ustody't 

A In Dachau. 
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Q To whnt military unit did you bolong dcring tho so-called 

Eifol Offensive, during th!> ronths or Deoomber 1944 and January 1946? 

A 1st Panzer Regirnont, lot Company,. 

Q To whioh platoon did you bolongt 

A Second platoon• 

Q l'iho vias your platoon loador? 

A ~aster Sargeant Strolorr. 

Q Do you :know tho aoousod Bonneokot 

A Yea. 

Q • In v.hot relation ;-t>re you to hilD iffmldinbJly prior to the 

0 E ifol Of!'ensive? 

0 A I v,u his orderly juat bctforo the Eifol orronsiw. 

Q Do you romomber to have bovar boon in Frieshoimt 

A Yoe. 

Q V.hen v.ns it, approxilr.ately'l 

A End of Uovomber until tho beginning of Deoomber. 

Q · Did nenneo ko at ihnt tin,, make any speooh oither to th• 

C0mpany or to hio .platoon or to any other port of the COmpany? 

0 A Yes• But no cc mpnny oriont~tion. 

0 Q i'-'3 are talld.n~ now about Frieaheini, or ooursef 

A Yes. 

• • .., .,, •••• -.':••• • \ 1 
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'.Ik //262-SR- 6/25 -1 Q Who.t did Henneclce say? 

A Ho was giving lectures to tho platoon. 

Q Did he in t hls le cture say anythinr; about 

prieoners of wnr? 

A No. 

Q Are you sure about t hat? 

A Yes. 

Q \'lliat did he so.y? 

0 , A \'/ell, lectures about •,1eapons and other military 

thincs or the use of tauks,0 
Q Do you remember a speech made by your Company 

Commander Krerr.scr in Fricsheim? 

A Ho. 

Q rr~ere did you e;o from Friosheim? 

A Fl•om Friosheim we moved up to the Blankenhcim 

Forest, 

Q Do you remember the night from 15 to 16 DecOmbcr? 

A Yes, 

(~ And tho .iftsrnoon of 15 December 19h47 

A Yes. 

Q Did Hen'iiecke, during tho afternoon or the night 

· I have just 1nentioned make any speech, either to the company 

or to the platoon or any other platoon? 
1 

A no. 

Q You are positive about it? 

A -Yes, 

UR, STROllG: You may cross examine. 

CP.00S E:CA1!1HAT10N 

QUF.STIO)lS JlY PROSECUTION (L!ll , EL071ITZ): 
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Schwacbisch Hall, IP /12, were you not? 

A Yeo . 

Q Whil e you i'fere there you nere interrogated about 

the murder of prisoners of wu1· at Ualmedy in December 1944, 

i s that correct? 

/, Yes . 

Q Vlhilo you wore thoro you also made a sworn state-

ment, did you not? 

A Yes. 

Q I hand you a. written ins tnuncnt, Zitzolabcrger, 

and ask you ii' you can rccoe:nize what it is? 

A Yes. 

Q Whnt is it? 

A Uy testimony. 

Q Ia your signatu1·0 on it? 

A Yes . 

I am going to read you n amall portion of your 

statement and ask you if you remember Tiriting it: {Ucading) 

11 0n December 15', 194L., my company ,1a:; assembled 

1n _a for:est of Blankenheim t o co ·ahead and enter' the 

offens~ve. At 5 P.Ji.l. of this day Ob~rsturmfuehrer 

' ~remser called the f!hole comp.iny· together for a speech. 

H9 said . among other thine~ ;~e . fo~cr,vincr tha.~ ;ro 

should remember the leo.nots of the Ameri,c.i.ns,, in·which 

was talked a90Ut the SS who tre~t . c1;-11~111ls· bat11Y. From 

tomorr01v on, he said, ,re will be able to take revring:o; tie 

. ,~1 grapt_ no ql¾a;~er ,to t'he e~omy :ind Yro will · take no 

prisono:r!i of war. Ro.tiona will bo ishued for today and • 

he who haan 't anything to '1,at tomorr07I is stupid, · 
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Obarsturmfuol":rer Krer.1scr 
0 

delivered t his speech ~o us 

after he returned from a .commnndcrs I conference at the 

battalion C.P, I was pl atoon messenger that day, and I 

remembe'r when the . message came dovm from the Dat,tal ion 

C,P, that all com,,10.nders had to r eport to tho Battalion 

C,P , for a conferencc, 11 

Zitzclaberger, was that statement true when you wrote it? 

A Yes. 

Q I s it true to:.lay? 

A Yes. 

UR, ELO,'IITZ: That is all , 

PflESIW!IT: Off the record, , 
{Discussion off the record,) 

PRESI DENT: On the record, 

Lm. STRONG: If the Court please, I feel that the 

testimony regarding this statement should bo str icken if 

Prosecution t akes the position that we are not allowed to see 

the otntement and examine the contents to see what it says, 

r-ROSEr.tJTIOU: If the Court please, the witnass 

identified thio statement a!I his mm, I think that is suf­

ficient . \'lo are under no obligation to shcr,v tho Defcnoo tho 

rost o.r' the. contents of that statoraent,. However, if the 

Defense desires , we ,tlll road tho rest of it nor. to ,t~e Court, 

if they·want that. 

J.m. STRONG: H9. · In vie;r of . the . f act that .. the 

part of ~r,e .s~~tem~n~,'l'!~ic_h ?•~ ,be~~ r?aµ invo7veS only Kre,,-..Ser, 

•· •. ,.,e wai'Vc t he r~ading of the enti_re statement. 
; : . 

: . :·, 
·.. 

QUESTIC!IS FY lffi, s;rnor.o' ' 
-' Q • 21.tzolsberr&pr; you ~just. testified, to a speech 
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- speech in the Blankenheirncr Forest? 

A I don I t remember. 

Lfil . ELO'l/ITZ: One more question. 

ro:cncss EXA!.iit\ATIOH 

QUESTIONS DY l'ROSECUTIOH (ll!t . EL(T.'II1Z): , 

Q _Zitzelsberger, was Hennecke present at the time 

Kretn5er maclo the speech to the r,hole company? 
, 

A I co.n 1 t say for sure, 

J.ffi . EL0',7ITZ: That is all. 

DEFEHSE COUNSEL: Nothing further. 

PnESIDE.UT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently 

not. Tho l'litncss is excused. 

DEFEt-lSE COOHSEL: Defense ca.l.ls as its next witneao 

We rner Hacke. J.lr, Strong, on behalf of tho Defense, will 

conduct the direct exwn:i.nation. The Defense does not con­

templat~ recalling this witnesa. 

WERHER HACKE, a witness called by the D0fense, after 

bcin~ first duly svrorn, testified throuch o.n interpreter as 

folla,vs: 

(Whereupon tre questions, amrr,ers and other proceedings. 

Wel'e 1!1terpreted to the Gel'ltlan counsel and accused.) 

DillECT EXAJ.\INATION 

QUESTIONS ~ DEFENSE COill!SEL (llll. STil'.l llO): 

Q Hacke, what is your full name? 

.,.. tforner Hacke. 

Q How old are you7 

A • 22. 

Q ke You 1 prescritly a prisone; 0£ w~r ,cc:nf~ed in , " e:, .. 
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A I don 1t understand. 

Q Are you preseritly a prisoner of war confined in 

Dachau? 

A In camp -:-camp 3. 

Q During the Eifel Offensive, Hacke, in December 

1944 and January 1945, tb what military unit did you belonc? 

A Tho lot Company Panzer Regiment 1. 

Q '.'Oiich platoon? 

A· The Jrd platoon .0 
Q \'Iha was your platoon leader?0 
A Master S8 rgeant Thomas. 

Q We:r'e you ever, prior to the Eifel Offensive, in 

Friesheim? 

A Yes. 

q How long , approximately? 

A Frorn Hovember 20th until the day the offensive 

started.
0 

Q DJrinB thio time you just mentioned, did Hennecke 

0 at any time make a. speech to the compan~r ol' parts of tho 

company? 

A No; 

Q Would you .remember it? 

A Y_os, I ,·rould re~elI!ber that. 

Q, 1 \'lhy ;,ohld you remember it? 

.A . -The company commander ,1ns
0 

preo·ent and , i! any • 

speeches were tO be made '.the company commander wou~d do that. · • 

UR. Sl'R0U0: You may cross exam:ine.0 

D~lSE pcmtSEL: Your Witness. 

e (Hacke-Dir8ct) 



CROSS EXA!.IINA'ITON 

QUESTIOJIS BY PROSECUTION: 

Q \'tere you in Blankenheim? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you attend tho company meeting in Blankenheim? 

A Yes. 

Q What meeting are you reforrin~ to,? 

A 'l'he one that happened the night before: the attack. 

Q Did you fall out for t,hat meeting on that night? 

A I participated in it. 

Q The entire meetinc? 

1.m. . STRONG: Objection. This witness has merely 

testified to his atay in Friesheim and the matters being re­

ferred to presently by the Prosecution have not been broucht 

out on direct. 

PRESIDENT: The objection is sustained. 

PROSECUTION: No further questions. 

DEFENSE cmmsEL: No redirect. 

PRE$IDEHT: Any questions by the Court? Ap­

parently none. Tho witness is excused. 

(Whereupon tho witness was excused and ,tlthdre,., from 

tho courtroom.) 

l.ffi. STRONG: Uay I move the Court that· the 

questions and answers propounded by the Prosecution with 

ref'cre~ce . to his stay in the Bian.kenheim l~orea l:. be stricken 

rr cm the record? 

LAW MEMBER: The C~r~ will take ];iotice of' that. 

DEFENSE QOUNSEL; Jhe Uefense ,palls ao., its next 

,ntno!!_s lQ.~us Schneider. M:: Strong, art •behalf' or the 



Defense, will conduct th.e direct examination. The Defense 

does not contemplate recalling this witness. 

If th-:i Court please, the witness is not here, The 

nsxt witness is an accused. Docs the Court wish to start 

on the next accused in view of . t he hour.? 

Pl1ESIDEN'l': ,Off tho record. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

PRESIDENT: On the record, Court will adjourn 

until 08)0 hours tomorra,r morning . 

('11hereupon court adjourned at 1645 hours until 08300 
hours Wednesday morning, 26 June 1946.) 

0 
0 



C.ANP DAOHAUI GERMAHY 

26 JUIIE 1946 

MOJUIIllG SESSIOll 

(Whereupon Court reconvened at 0830 hours.) 

PRESIDENT1 Take eeate. The Court vill come to order. 

PROSECUTIOH: May it please the court, let the record shov 

thnt oll members or the Court, all members or the prosecution with 

the exoeption ot Lt Col Cravtord, vho is absent on buaineBS of the 

prosecution, and Captain :Byrne, vho baa been excused by verbal orders 

of the Commandin& Oenera1, all members ot the defen~e with the exc~t­

ion of Dr. Leiling and Dr. Leer, vho are absent on business of the 

defense, al.1 the(•defendants and the reporter are present. 

DEFUSE COUNSlII,1 The defense calla aa its next vitneaa 

ll.aua Schneider. Mr. Strong on behalf' of the defe~ae will conduct 

the direct examination. The defense does not contemplate reca1lin& 

thi a vitnesa. 

ELAUS SCHNEIDER, a vitneaa for the defense, was duly avorn· and 

testified thro~ an interpreter· as follova1 

(Whereupon the questions·, answers and other proceeding.a 

vere interpreted to the accused.) 

DIRECT EXAMIJ!ilIOll 

Q.UESTIONS ~I DEFENSE · (Mr. Strong) 1 

Q. Will you give us your full namel 

A Klaus Schneider. 

Q. Are you at present in custody in Daobaul 

A Yea. 

Q. What military formation did you belong during the so-called 

Eitel Offen,~ve in Deo~mber 1944 and in January 1945? 

A I vp.a a member of the' lat Platoon of tbs lat Company of 
• • 0 • • 

ihe ·1st Panier Regiment of the LSSAR. • 
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J. Obereturmfuehrer Xremoer. 

Q. Who waa your Platoon Leader? 

A Untersturmi'uehrer Hennecke. 

Q, Were you ever at heib.sbeimt 

A Tes. 

Q. Appr~:,d.mately when and for hov long? 

A We were at J'reinaheim apprarlnmtel:r from the middle of 

November until the middle of Docomber. 

Q, Did at aey time while you were in J'reinsbeim the accused 

Hennecke ·give a speech either to the compony or to ,each platoon or 

to any pa~t o!' the company? 

A ll'o. 

Q. Are you sure about that? 

A Tea. 

Q. Would 7ou remem"oer if he bad made a epeecht 

A Tes. 

Q. , 'Why do you think you would remember? 

A Hennecke was my Platoon Leader and if there had been a 

speech it would have been made by Obersturmfuehrer Krl!!lmser, the 

company commander. 

Q. Was Kremeer in Freinoheim during tbh time? 

A Tes. 

Q. How old are you? 

A Twenty years. 

Q. Did you volunteer for the SST 

:A. No. 

Q. Hov 41.d you happen to Join 1tl 

• J. I was inducted into the ss. 

KR. ,6'1:RONG: !to further queat1on1. · 

PROSECUTIOB'I !to crQH exami_t)ation on th~ part; of the 

• proaecution.~ 
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PRESIDENT a Are there any qu~stione b;y the court t Appare:n t­

l;y none. The witneH ie excused. 

(Whereupon the witneee wae excused and withdrew from the 

court room.) 

DEFENSE COUNSEL, The defense calls as its next witneaa the 

accused Hein:: Tomhal'dt. Mr. Strong on behalf of the defense vill 

conduct the direct examination. The defense does not contemplate 

recaJ.ling this aoouoed. 

EB:INZ !rOMRARDT, one of the accused, called as a witness in biG 

0 own behalf, took the stand and testified through an, interpreter no 

0 follows , 

(Whereupon the .questions, answers and other proceedings 

were interpreted to the accused.) 

DIJ\EOT . EXA!IINATI05 

Q.UESTI0JIS llY THE DEFENSE (Mr. Strong): 

Q, Will you give ue "lour full name, pleaae? 

A Heinz !romhardt. ~ 

0 ~ 'When were ;you bornl 

A On 3 .April 1922.0 
When did ;you enter the sst 

' A In March 1940. 

When did you join the LeibstandarteT 

Aleo in March 1940, 

When did ,-ou become sn officer? 

On ,the 20 .April 1942. 

When Vere. you captured? 

On the 23 Hq 1945. 

lf'ill you describe to ua the circumatancea of your capture? 

I Tolunteerei;. 

Wbe.t poaition did 70u ha.;.e duri~ the 10-call ed•Ettel Ofren-



• • 

A I vae compa.ey- commander. 

Q, · Which compan:,. did :,ou command? 

A I vao compaey commander 1n the 11th Company of the 2nd SS 

PanZer Grenadier Regiment of the Leibatandarte. 

Q, Who voe your battalion commnnderl 

A My battalion commander was the then Sturmbannfu.ebrer 

Diefentbal. 

Q, Do you remember whether or not you held any compan;y confer-

encee immediatoly prior to the of'feneivet 

A I held eoveral, the lo.et two in Lobach and in the JJla.nken-

heim l'oreet. 

Q, Will you tell uo veey briepy the content. of your speech 

in ~bach and approximately the ti.me? 

A The 1netruotiona in Labach were given by me approximately 

' .eight or ten days be!ore the Eifel Offensive. It waa a repetition 

of instructions that had been given monthly and were to be reported 

in writing to the battalion nf'ter completion. During theae inetruot­

ione I talked about treatment of prieonere of var. I talked about our 

oe behavior in caee we were captured. And I again reminded the 

men of the .~ed Croes inatru.ctione. During thea9 instruotione the 

new me(dica ot the comp~ received the order to paint their helmets 

with rad croeses and to wear white signs on their chest with a ' red 

croee painted on it-

Q, You are speaking right now about .your &peech in Labach? 

A Tea. 

~ What did you sq in connection with the treatment of prhoners 

of var vbom ;you might take? • 

• A I baaed the who~e thi~ ~on t be fnct · that ever~ prisoner. . . 
of;: war was ~to be tr! ated in the manner in which one would want to 

,be treated oil.e 1.e. self. Lnd I told them when \ok1ng pria9nera that 
C • • • 

ammunition and.Jm1vea vi'th their -atraigh't blade vere to be 0onlidered
0 



as weapons. 

Q. Did you tell your men in Labaoh not to talce l!-DY prieoneral 

MR. ELOWITZ1 I object to that question. 

LAW MEXBXR1 It ie a leacUng queation. 

Q)JESTIONS llY DEFENSE (Mr, Strong) 1 

Q. What did. you tell your men to do with prisoneral 

PR0SECOTI0lh If the court please, we object to that 

question ao being leading. 

MR. S'l!ROU01 I don I t conaider this question aa being 

lead.in&, m,:,- it pleaae the court. 

~ l'BESIDEh'T: . The obJection h overruled, 

J. I anid that prisoners or var were to be taken to the company 

CP in evory case, ond if it was not thore they were to be taken to 

the comp~ commander. .And that this place vo.s responsible :tor the 

f'urther traneportation of priooners ot war. 

Q. Did you a~ in your Lo.be.ch epeech anything about civiUo.na? 

A No. 

Q Coming to your second speech, which, as you mentioned bef'ore 

you made in the !lankenheim :roreet, will you tell ua when thia speech 

vaa made and to wboml 

J. I made tbia speech immed.ia.tely after I lef't the assembly 

area 1~ the lllankenh~l111 J'oreet . !l'bat wae on the 16th in the early 

morning: houra at about one or two o I olock. 

To whom did ;you make tho apeechl • 

A I vaa ~alldng to the aaaembled compB.D.1. ; Q 

Will )'OU tell ua brietly the colltenta 2t ,-our apeeah to 
18

the company 1n the•J,lankenheim J'oreet in the earl:,0 morning houra rof' 

16 December 1944? 

A • 1 pointed. towal'd th11 coaj.ng ot':te~ei~e aa .,th~e further :!a! e 

o:! ,Genaa.D1'. -, I appealed to th.a relenUeu penonal commitment and 
~ . . , . 
appeal.lld :tor eve:;, a1ngle man to b.e brave. "! again 1poke a'6out the 

' : 
2227 
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raaponeibUity- toward the home tt'ont which once again in spite 

of the bombing terror bod delivered the weapons to us. I again 

pointed out eeveral tatlticnl points such aa Ini'antry and nrt1i.1e17 

preparntiona for the offeneive, spoke a.bout a large commitment of 

t'he air corps and spoke about the miesion of tho axmed group. And 

in thia case I said as soon ae the fighting line vould be opened by 

the Infantry 1 t would be our task, the task of the armored to break 

through o.nd to use in full measure the conf'ueion of the retreating 

enemy, for ue it meant to drive ahead vitbout regard to machine and 

man; we do , not bave 8Jl1 time and. not aufficient Infantr7 to botbor 

about prhonera of war. Thie will be left to the ln!'antey that 

follows. 

I also called the attention of my men to the fact that "~ 

· wer, only going to drive with two plo.toone ot the company- and would 

leave almost tvo platoona behind. I called attention to the &rent 

danger of armed civilione and I aaid tho.t nrmed chiliane vould be 

shot w1 tbout any regard. And I only mentioned the mieaion of the 

Skor~zeey men ae principal orders of 1D1' commanding officer. In order 

to point out to 'rtI¥ men the miuion of the Skorcun,,v people l epoke 

about deaertera vbo would com running toward us vi th their hfi?lm.eh 

vaivi11& onr their heads and the7 were not to be thot at. 

, Q. lfhia compaJ11 meeting preceded a meeting held by Haupht~ 

' fue~er ·»iefantbal.l 

A. ·• 0 T8a: In the ellriY ev8iiiDg ~Oi1re t~Wai-d"t'V9iit7··or..·tventY-one 

hourSBauptsturmf~h.-:-er Dief~nthal• spoke to the ~ompaey commandera 
O •• " 00 ~ 

0in the CIP oJ ttie ,battal.iop'.'. 
• • " 0 0 

cQ. I allow i;ou Proaeoutiont a exhibit !-~O, which h a ·1ta:ement 

aigne~ b7 ~u an~1vgrn to on th• 6. ~ cl March 1946? 
11 

J. Te~. • • 

' In thia 1tatement 79u Hida,·~ follow, (r~adi~), 

. . .. - ··-.,. 
"Rauptet\\J"ID.fuebrer, Diefentbal declared that ve bad to 
fight reckle11l.y an(\ deciared further t~t we were 

http:hfi?lm.eh
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·• 
not allowed to take any prhoners iii this offensive. I 
don 1 t recall any' more the exa.ct wording of thie order. 
I only laiow he issued tbie order not to take prhonere." 

ls tbia statement correct in the form in which I Juat read 

it to you? 

A !lo. I vrote it at tho.t ti111e1 but Dlef'enthal did not use 

these vorde. 

• Q, I read further to you from your statement dated 6 March 

1946, the following paragraph: (reading) 

•Between 2 and 3 o I clock in the morniri& I bad. the 
company awakened and aesembled it around a tire. then 
I mado a speech to the aaeembled company in vhioh I 
pointed out that the dechive battle of the war vaa 
about to begin. I requeated rrq men to fight ruthlaaely 
and told them also that 1t we.a not permitted to talce 
prhonera." At the ,eme time I informed· them not to 
shoot at such prieonera who vai"red their steel helmets. 
I didn1t tell them the reaeon for thia laat order. I 
don 1 t know 8JlT more with what vorde I delivered the 
order tho.t no pri aonera ot war were to bo telcen. I · 
only lmow that I gave i t. 11 

I will read you one laat paragraph (reading) i 

11 0n the other band I don1 t recall aey more to have iaeu,.. 
ed an order to ehoot all civilians. It 1a poaaible 
tho.t I said to shoot suspicious oiTiliana. n 

lloW, reterri.xl.!; to the tvo paragrapbo which were juat 

read to 7ou, h thia statement correct and true? 

A No, they are not true. 

Q Will you e:q,lai~ to the court in what regard all pnrtl 

ot your statement which were read to you in court thh morning are 

inco~~~~t..., ,. ,in what regar~ ~~ey are not correct l 

A Jll ·tbeae point, which are 1tated in tbit 1tate111ent 

about priaonera and o1T111ana aro not true and do not =;;ree vi th 
< • 

the tacta• 

Q Wba~. 1a the truth, ~omhardt l 
0 

• • • (I ~ 

A That !l' veill aa my oommand1ng of'f'icer said that ~rhonei- a 

•vere. tp be. ieft to the Infant17. tbat f'ollova a&d that onl.7 armed 

oivUiana wt re to be ahot. 

http:reterri.xl


which, as you just said, contains certain inacouraclee? 

A :Before EDY' interrogation in Scbvabhch Hall, which baa 

been and '48 the first interrogation in~ lif'e, 1 had been in 

aolitar,y tor one-quarter of a year. In this quarter of a year 1 

saw nothing else but the f'our walls ot m:y cell and only left the 

cell once for ten minutes. 1 could no~ speak to mcy-one, not even 

a single word, and 1 hnd no mental work of any t;ype. 1 was rather 

depreeeed by the fact that 1 waa alone tor ao long and 1 had been 

wo.1 ting so long. 

On 2 Mo.rob· 1 waa cal.led for interrogation. Before 1IJ1' 

interrogation,while I vaa atandin& in the ball with the hood over 

my bead, I vne beaten in the face and in my stomach. 

Q. Who hit 7ou? 

J. 1 don't know. !rbio beating at that time I considered ae 

intimidation beating. When I later oaw the red faces of m:y men 'who 

were confronted with me, I saw that that was the purpose of the 

interrogation which had not been Used with me alone. These beatinga 

in the t'ace impressed me 10 much more because I anv a hood on the 

same morning and in .the inside of lmich wae full of blood. 

Where did :you see thia hood? 

A Durf ng the interrogation I vaa confronted vith an ofricer 

comrade ot mine ·and there I l"eoehed a blooQ hood wb.ioh wna put on 

m:y head. The interrogation waa carried. out b:y lat Lt Par1. 

Q. Wae there aJQ'boQ elle pretentt 

A Hr. !l'hon vaa there temporarU7. !l'he order that waa euppoaed 

to ha.Te been given b:, ~ auperior wna made to tasteful. to ~ from the 

Ter:, beginning that I ·would ha.Te certainly i;raaped thnt chance 1t I 

• had. had. a bad oone01ence in connection vith thia offenaiTo. During 

the interrogation tonr me~ or m'¥ comp~ were confronted vith me, 

" who maintained that the:, had shot prhonera and who maintained that. . 
they had received the order' trom me t'o shoot prhoner1, that ia ~1.,:-

. . ... . 
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iliana specially• . I k:nev that there wore about 36 man of my COJl!PaJV 

in Zu!fenbaueen, which ie a preparation camp for Schwabiaeh Hall. 

I a.eked Lt Perl to confront me vith other men, those men 

that did not shoot, that 1B did not need the atrav of superior order. 

lat Lt Perl told. me, n!l!heee four m~n are quite iuff'ioient to bruJe: :you. 

You will hang if' you do not admit having gotten an order. We won't 

even consider the other men. n 

In the course of tboae interrogatories several vritten 

statements of some of my offlc~r comrades were shown to me aa well 

0 as a fellow of'f'icer vne confronted with me, and all of them maintain­

0 ed that such on order existed in the armored group. In spite of 

thia l could not remember the order. But einoe I vaa mads uncartal:1 

after being confronted and by being ahovn tbeee written statements, 

I asked for some time to think. And this time to think was granted 

to ma in the so-oalled death cell. Thia word •death cell 11 I beard 

it the first time durillg a convarent1on between Lt Perl and Mr. Thon, 

which was cnrried out in li:ngliah. In thia 10-called death cell in 

the six d.icya in which I rsmained there I received no rest either 

during the day nor during the night. 



R-264-1 In this so-callEld dea.t.h cell, during the six daya thnt I remain­

ed thore , I received no rest, either dnring the day or during 

the nir,ht. Duri n g four nights and several intervals - some 

longer, some less -- the sentries rtould lmock a gainst tho door 

nnd I s'.J_ept only one nieht, During the day, I heard cries of 

agony· .from the neiehboring cells. During two days, I heard in 

c, 
0 the cell next to me the sound or beatings and loud cries of 

a(Iony, "Which seemed to be suppressed every time, as thour;h 

something ,1as thrO\m into the face of tho one crying out. In 

the meantime, a voice cried out constantly : 11 , ••Do you want to 

lie to us? Do you want to tell us the truth: yes or no?,,, 11 , 

At that time I thought about the fact that durine the Eifel 

Offensive I hnd men in rrry Company that were only seventeen and 

eiBltteen years old and I thoueht that it would be easy to get 

these inexperienced men to make any kind or confession, bu this0 
type or treatment, with which they ware to try me. I am juot.

0 
a front-line sol~er and in ll.ll my life I have never had any­

thing to do with lat; or methods or interrogation and in the 

·spiritual depress) .on in which I vms at that time, and by tho 

turns or spe~ch or Lieutenant Perl, in_the first interrogation, 

:11d or Mr. Thom, when he told a mnn who had asked about a court: 

11 •••You111 not bo put before a court, '\Te will t.ake care of that 

thei other way... '', and on aCcount or that I didn 1 t think that I 

'would get any justice in this matter and I didn't think that 

I would be put before a court 0£ jUDtice. Thon, on the •7th or 

(Tomhardt - Direct) 



!.!arch - the date there is the 6th of llarch, but that isn 1t 

R-264-2 correct -- I ,vas again confronted with sor.te men or my Com­

pany, amonc them a man who ·was not present the firDt time I 

was confronted with them. I 'permitted, after I was being yell­

ed at from two aides and after I was cursed out and spit at -­

I permitted the statement to. b& dic~ted to me --

Q \'Iha spit at you? 

A Ur. Thom - at that time I was in a spiritual and men-
. ' 

"tal state such that nothing seemed to matter to me. Usually 

One is relieved ai'ter one makes a confession. Hcmever, I did 

not have that feeling and I am sure that the interrogating off­0 
icers i'olt the same nay, since I heard several times from con­Cl 
versa~_ions in front of my door, by the r,uarda, that they had 

the express _order to guard me particularly severely. 

Q Nm·r, Tornhardt, you have heard in this court the state-

ments or various men th1:1t have accused you or giving orders? 

A Yes. 

Q And despite this fact, and despite the further fact 

that you accepted this statement at that time, you are novr tell­
0 

ing the court that uha t you have just told us is the truth, is 

0 
that right? 

PR0S~UTI0N' (Captain Schumacher): The pros~cution 

objects to this, unleSs llr. Strong ""ants. to take the witness 

stand. 

DEFZHSE (Mr. Strong): I will re-phrase that question. 

Q Do you vrish to tell the court naw that what you have 

just told us here i~ the truth? 

PROSECUTI0!I (Captain Schmacher): We o),ject to that ... 
• as putting .the words . and the answ~r into the witnass I mouth. 

(Tomhardt - Direct)· 
I 



With a .feYf more suggestion.s , we have no doubt that the wit­

R-264-3 ness w:Lll unde rstand ~ctly what he is to say, so I will with­

dravr the objection and lot the witness answer. 

PRESIDENT: 'l'he objection fa sustained and the defense 

counsel \Till be more careful in phrasing his questions. 

DEFENSE (Ur. Strong): Yes, sir. I'm sorry. 

Q Did you ever ·have any ins~ructions in your Company 

about the treatment of prisoners of war? 

A Yes, as I said before, wo had these instructions at 

regulnr intervals, before the Eifel Offensive. 

Q When, approximately, to the best of your recollection,
0 

did you r,ive the last i nstructions, immediately pri~r to the 

0 Eifel Offensive? 

A About eight to ten days before th~ start o! this off-

ensive, in Gladbach, near Duren. 

Q Did you take part in the Normandy campaign? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you, at that time, have any experiences with pri­

soners or ,ra1• --

0 PR0SEJUTI0N (Captain Schwnachsr): Ir the court please, 

1£ they are going to open up the Norman~ campaign, I want it 

upder.stood that the prosecution will have a much nider latti­

tude in the cross-examination or this accused. 

DEFEI~SE (Mr. Strong): , 'l'he defense realizes this. 

0 

·, 
,. PROSalUT.J:0N ,(Captain Schumacher): All 'rieht, 

Q • - ~ will you tell Us very briefly lfhat experiono~ yo~ • 

natl? 

A • I was at that time 'in a position with ,iny Company at 

Tilly, southeast or Caen, at abont th~ end or July. The C~­

.,.. ~ ans •h:.d a ~_tackcd at this t ~ e and had broken throuch in 

•. (T?mhardt - Dil,ect) 



various spots or our .main fighting line. I took 36 prisoners
R-264-4 

in thia fightinc and these prisoners were not harmed; they 

were then sent to the Battalion OP of Diefenthal. In contrast 

to this, two men of my- Company, on the same morning, one of 

them a medic, were tied and gagged and then shot by the Canad­

ians; and they also shot another man who had already surrender­

ed, 

Q Tomhardt, l'lhen were you wounded in the so-called Ei-

fel Offensive? 

A On the 18th of December, while ,1e were attacking 

Stavelot, I wns wounded.Q 
Q I hand you ~ document and request that it be marked

() 
Defense Exhibit 3, for identification. 

(l'111ereupon the reporter marked the document 11Defense 

Exhibit Ho. 3, for identi.i'ication11 , as requested by the defense 

counsel.) · 

PROSECUTION (Colonel Ellis): Is this the stipulation 

on Tomhardt? 

t.f.} DEFENSE (l.!r, Strong): Yes, 

PROSIDUTION (Colonel Ellis): '.i'hen there is no objec­0 
tion. 

PRESIDENT : There· being: no objection th~ document 

offered into evid~nce by the defense ia accepted into evidence 

by ·th~ court an~ will. be marked 11Dei'ense Exhibit D-.311 and attach­

ed to tho record. 

DEFENSE (1.!r. St~onc): I qsk_the COJlr<a penrrl;saion 

to road this Exhibit? 

PRF.SIDEllT.: . Granted: 

DEFE!,ISE (Ur. strong): Thestaiem~nt -; the et~pula­

tion raids as follolf~: 



11It 1s hereby ::itipulatetl and aereed by and between 

the attorneys for the prosecution and the attorneys i.'or tho
R-264-5 

defemrn, that upon the trial of Oborsturrn!'ouhrcr Heinz Tom­

hardt, Company Comnander, 11th Co~any, 3rd SS Panzer Grenad­

ier Battalion, LSSAH, accusod, the folloning facts will not 

· bo disputed: (1) that in the vicinity of Stavolot on 18 Decem­

ber 194h Lieutenant Tomhardt w::i.o l'roundod. (2) 'l'lmt on the 

22nd of December, 194L, Lieutenant 'fomh.irdt vm3 sent to the 

rear aixl ·at Sta.dtkyll, Germany, was put on a hospital train 

and arrivad on 23 December 1940, at the hoapital at Attendorn, 

Westphalia, where he roma.ined until l February, 1945. 11

0 
0 

Q At \·,hat hour on the 18th of December, 1944, were 

you wounded? 

A It was betwOen eight and nine o 1clock, 11han. the point 

of the attack rolled throuf11, Stavalot and --, 
Q What did you do, a!'ter you \Toro woW1ded? 

A Our physician hnd oat up a First Aid Station at the 

bridBe in Stavolot and I vrao,tnken to this First .Aid station. 

0 Q Hotr long did you stay thera? 

0 A I stayed tJ1ero W1til tho oveninB of the 19th or Doc-

ember. 

Q '\'f!tere did you eo on th8 eveping or the 19tl: of Dccem­

bor, 1944? ' 

A I sneaked to our lines, With 801?18 of our men, and I 

was bandaged there '_Lt about ::iix or eave~ o 1clock ~hat night, at 

the Regir.lental First Aid Station, by Dr_. Sickel. 

Q Wha: ha~pened then? 

A 'lnen I was taken to the nnin first aid stntion of the 
.'· '. ', . . ' . 

"___El,yision, " ' • 
or- . " • 

(Tomhardt - ·n1r~ct) 

2236 ' • 
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Q And what happened then? 

A I ::itayed there until noon of the 20th and then I 

was to be taken to Stadtkyll, but, b9cause of the road ja.m.9, 

this trlp nu~ interrupted at Ameln; I stayed there !'or two days, 

until the morninc of the 22nd of December. On the 22nd of Dec­

ember, in the evening, I :wa,a loaded on to a hosp~tal train in 

. Stadtlcy-11 and, in the course or the 23rd of ,December, I reached 

the Field Hospital, at Attendorn, in Westphalia. 

Q What kind of ·wound did you oustain? 

A I had a splinter in the knee. 

Q Did you take part in any i'iahting, a.fter you were 

wounded on· the 18th of December, 1944, at approximately eight 

Al.I? 

A Not in the Eifel Offensive. 

Q After you were wounded, did you give any orqers in 

the Eifel Offensive? 

A No. 

Q Did you lcnovr the accused Henkel? 

A Yes. 

Q Was he in your Cortpany? 

A Yes, he was th; Platoon Leader -- I mean, a Platoon 

Leador in my- Company. 

~ Do you knolf his personal papers? 

A • Yes, I Imm, them. 

Q Do you lmow lThether th~ro were any ontries retorring 

to any punishments received by Henkel? 

A Yes, I remomber thnt Henkel wasJ in the year 1940, 

sentenced to two yearn in a concentration ca.mp by_the hiehor 

SS and' police court. "c-, . ' 

Q ?n 'What count? 

(Tomhardt - Direct) 



• • 
A Henkel had had a leading position in a kitchen of a 

Concentro tion Camp and he had ei,ven prisoner:, food without auth­R-264-7 
orization. 

DEFENSE (Ur. Strong): Your Tritnes::i. 

CROS.S-EXAl.!INATIOII 

QUESTIOllS BY Tim PROSECUTIOU (Captain Schumacher): 

Q You say that you gave two speeches to the men of your 

Company, prior to the offensive, Tomhardt, is that correct? 

A .Yes. 

Q The first one was given on about what date? 

A I don 1 t remember the exact date , but it ms about 

eight or ten days before the beffUUling of the Eitel Ofi'ensive. 

Q And with respect to the hnntlling of prisoners or war, 

you told the men of your Company on that dnte that prieonero of 

war would be taken to the GP, is that right? 

A Yea. 

Q And, if they couldn't find the CP,. then to the Battal-

ion Cowuander, is that right? 

A No, I said to the Company Commander. 

Q To you then? 

A Yes. 

Q And is that about all you told y0ur men, TTith respeCt 

to the handling or prioonero, in your i'i1:3t speech? 

A No, I said that I had oaid that, among other things. 

Q Well, what qther things? 
. .,

A I mentioned what was to be takon al'1ay .from them, 

when the prisoners were disarmed; and than, in C!Jnneotion with 

the _poss~bility .of. being o~,Pt~ed th~elVo~,. I to~d them ~?.a~ , 
they onl; ._hnd' to give their ~~.e; rank and serial 'number and 

(Tcmharot - Cross) 



that the pri::loners were not to be used 1n a combat area any 

more. 

Q Hot at all? 

A Ho, I didn't mean that. 

Q I know, but didn't .you just so.y that you told your 

men in this first speech thnt no longer wore prisoners of war 

pormitted to be worked in a combat zone? 

A No, I said that they wore not all to be used in a com-

bat area. 

Q That had always beon tho rule, he.d 1 t not, Tomhardt? 

r 
0 .A Yes. 

Q And that was also the rule in the ?lonuanc~ . carnpaie;n 

that you mentioned, is that right? 

~ Yes. 

Q And were you in tho LAH, at that time? 

A Yes. 

Q And the Hitler Jugend Division wno hol'I close to you 

in that campaign? 

A I don't lcnow, but as tar as I reroomber, the Hitler 

Youth Div:tsi~n ,ras used in another spot. 

Q But in the same general sector? 

A Sout~· or Caen, ye~. 

Q And you wore familiar with the hundreds or Canadian 
. ' '. 

prisoners .or war that were killed by Von Meyer's Division at 

that tine, and for ,.which he l\'B.S su1':equently convicted, areh•t 

you? 

DEFEIJSE (!Jr. Str;ng): We object to that quest,ionJ the 

•'4 tnesa , was asked about hi~ personal exper~onoes :-11 t.he Normandy 

·. ••. o.~~i~.- and ~~~- p~o~e~ution ,is li~tet :°. that...and may. not ex-. 

~amine the .:rritneSs on anY-Uiing elsea thD.t any other units · may have 
: : •·•• 1:,, • • " • • ~ • • • • ' 

(Tomhardt - C!"/ss) 



• 
PR0SrX:UTI0N (Captain Schumacher): I tJ1ink that the 

question is proper, to test the credibility of the witness and 
R-264-9 

certainly to test his memOry. It is a well-knovm historical 

fact that I think he would know about and I think that he can 

testify to that effect.' 

DEFE.l!SE (J.!r. Strong): It seems to me that the prllr.ary 

purpose of these questions is to brinr, some ':"tranoou:, isauea 

into the case. 

PRESIDC::tlT: The objection of the defense is overruled. 

PROS:ElJUTI0H (Captain Schumacher): All right, l'l'ill 

0 you ansvter the question? 

A - I never saw the Division 11 Hitlcr Youth 11 at the0 
invasion front. 

Q Tomhardt, will you please an5lror the question? Do 

you lmorr what the question was? 

A Yes, I don't know about theso thinga. 

Q Now, when you gave your sp8ech to the men of your 

Company there in the Blankenheim \'foods, on the 15th of Decem­

ber, 1944, that 1ms after you had attended the meeting with0 
your Battalion Commander, Dior~nthal, isn't that oorreot? 

0 
A Yes. 

Q Arid you told yo~r _men, on this occasion, that they 

wouldn 1 t 0 have ~ime to bother rri.th pri.sona,rs or war, is that right? " 

Q And you meant by that, that the "ih.rantry tt:'oopn r.oro 

to ta~e care or the prisoners or war, · is t~~t rifh.t? 

A' Yoe, 

Q What changed ~our plan, ¥1 'the taking of prisoners, 

.-.. r _rom the· time ·tha~ ~ ·~qa .Your ap_eeoh in ~ladbach, :_ Ul'ltil t~is -. 

· · ~:P~-icn 't hat ~u ,made thBre iit t ;e B1a~~eim ; o~ds? . . . . ~ .. " 

,(Tomlup"dt _ rcross)
0 0 -·,. ,, 



A The fact that for tho fil"3t time, after s ome years, 

R-264-10 we went over to the offensive &1!8,in, and tho entire training 

at Oladbach fflls directed toward a war thnt ,vas concerned with 

the breakthrough of enemy tanks - whereas tho other was direc­

ted to\rnrd an offensive ,mr. 

Q In other words, you didn 1t kno1T, Wltil you got to 

. the Blanlcenhei.m Woods, that your Dattalion was going to be 

committed in this offonaive, is that right? 

A No, I had heard about it before , through my Command-

ing Officer. 

Q Do you mean Diefenthal? 

A Yos. 

Q And what did you hear nbout it? 

A It was a few days before '10 transferred to the assem-

bly area, at a company commander's con!'erence. 

Q Norr, I r.il1 ask you it you ever heard this speech, or 

11' the contents oi' it were ever repeated to you, and I quote: 

~ ~ ,. {T~~t ·:-1cr·o!'~~ :'.. 

---;--, 

.- 2241 
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Q I 111 ask you if you ever heard this speech or if the26-IJ-.l 

contcnto of it were ever r epeated t o you prior to the Eifel Offc.'1Dive , 

I quote: 

1'Tie urc involved in a better !ltruggl c -- thio is a total 
war. ile· fight a.gain:it a. world or cnemico , but we are united, 
and we ,·dll defeat them all. mu1.t I do , per oonnlly, doea not 
r.1.::i.t ter , as l one o.s it io t o t he adva.'1.tage of _the Fatherland. 

11?lhcn you oto.rt t hio ofi'c.'1oive , Dlloot everything tho.t 
coi:ies bef ore your ,·,co.pon!l . Shoot cvct"'J American soldi1lr, 
shoot evor:, civilian. Remember tho.t only the dead can hann 
us no l onger, TakQ pr i ::.onu1· onl y desortero, for theae can 
be interroguted profita.1,ly . 

11Today all Ger.nano know what woul d be Gornmny 1s fat e 
shoul d we los e this war, She would be enslaved, raped, 
without honor . Tnis will never happen . Our ene.;d eo wish 
tv des troy us, but we shall resist uith i ron deterntlnn.i.ion , 
und we shall never ourrc.1dor : The dcs ec r.o..tion 0£ Germnn ooil 
by enemy troops crieo for venecance .0 

nyou, ool diers, mui;t fight t o the lust for your women end
0 children , The time has come , und we oha.11 uoon advance ugai n, 

and the world will t1·embl c before our nim weapons, Work, 
i'icht and conquer , thut io t he motto. Spring at the encmll' ' G 
t l.u·oat and sink your teeth i nt o himl 11 

I a ok you, Tomhardt, wh ether or not you heard that speech or the ccn­

tents of it us made by tho Gaulditer Holz of Franconia. prior to this 

offenaive? 

A Uo . 

Q Never heard o.nything a.bout it? 

A No, 

0 Q Neve r saw it print ed · in the ne\'t?papers? 

A No, 

Q Never· heu1•d it over tha 1•adio? 

A No, not either. 

Q Didn 1t know that ,·au the policy during the offenaiVC? 

DE:'ENSE COUUSEL (Ur~ Strong): I object to that quest ion. The 

witness has answered the aamc CJ,uestion now four time5 and the ar.sr1er •rour . 

times is 11no11 • It 1 5 nrgwncfl~!l~·~Y~.• 

PiU:SID~T: T'ne obj ection ~s ovc1:ru1ed. , . 

·;. · ~ Q . You said you ,didh 1t:. 1Q'l.Ow th:1.t th'a.i. wno t ~c· ; olicy during the 

otrenaive? • .. . 
0 

A No, thai iii ~ at I hearcI heI'c for th? fii:st· time,.' 

• As a ,mu.tter or tact, 
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0 

0 
0 

•of your regiment or divis ion 1TJ. s to shoot prisoners ~r war and 

civilians 1·ras t;hen you heard it here in court ; i s that right? 

A Yes. 

Q Tomhardt, I show you Proaecution 1a Exhibit. Ho . P-20, 

which is your statement, written •ill your 011J1 hnnd·,vriting, is 

that correct? 

A Yea. 

Q And I direct your ~ttcmtion especially to Elchibit 

(Roman Nwneral) I to that statomcnt, a.ttached to that statement. 

What is shor,n on that sketch? 

A The lodge in the Bla.nkenh eim Forest. 

Q Is it substantially correct? 

A · As far ao I remember, yea. 

Q Is the legend you wrote on the sketch correct? 

A Yes, 

Q I show you sketch (Roman Num.era1) II and ask you to 

tell u's what tha.t h? 

A Tha.t b the inside of the huhting lodge. 

Q Is it shown correct according to your best recollection? 

A Yea. 

Q It shows the arrangement of the furniture and the 

pieces of furniture, etc. in tho room, does it not? 

A Yoe. 

Q, Is tho legcncl ahovm on t hat akotch correct? 

A Y~B. 

Q Now I show you t he sketch :i.ttached t o P~aecution 1s 

Exhibit No. P-20 (Roman Numeral) II o.nd a.ak you what t ha.t is? 

A Tha.t is a sketch or t,ho area in which I had my r.oinp;,n,y, 

.. Q Tha.~ w-o1.s following your ; ontorence with Ccmp~y Com'll~~~E 

Diefentha.l, is thnt correct? 

.A Y,en, 

ir > =It·: eho\'fs the road, th~ l o_cation ' ol _ you~r ~ z~~a, etc·o? 
·::, 

'o A Yes • . 

·q Is it correc t ? 

A As rar as I : c:nember, yes. 
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Q Iu the legend on that :.ketch subst antially correct? 

A Yes, 

Q O~d you draw all tlfroe ,of these sketches? 

A Yes. 

Q You hatl to use youi· ovm me.11ory for t he infor.nation 

1 shown on those sketcheii, io tho.t corr,ect? 

A Yes, 

Q Your interrogation then did.n 1t no confus e you a~ to 

make you forget all thooe details, is that correct? 

A No. 

Q In other words, thu only thin[! the interrogation con-

fuoed you about was what you naid to your men about. shooting 

prisoners of tra.r, is that correct? 

A No, . I didn 't flay that. Before the interrogation I 

told Lt. Perl, as well as Lir, Thon nnd once a.loo in the presence 

of Ur. Elonitz and myself that I did not know of any such order 

and I Wall 01' this conviction when I wrote tho stntc.'llent, 

Q Well, ! 111 repeat then that it was the interroeation 

then that put you in this state of spiritual depreasion, I think 

you called it, that made you write what you did about the ordero 

you recClived and the oi·ders you gave? 

A Not only :the interrogation but the atmosphere in the 

' .intorrogntion building and the thought.. at that ti.me that I did 

not thi{lk I wo'ulcl get, any juotice in ~thio matter any\·10.y, aince 

my .own men in tlllf o;•m company got up and mainta~ed h.aving received 

an order Or thiS kind from mo. 

Q YoJ:l recall_don't you Xomhardt., or you 1v'e co:,tainl.Y. 

.'t,;nmd ·~ut. o:l,nco, t~at you w~ro· t,h.o ·r1r,ot officer in the .T~i: d 

Batt'alion who spilled the beans abo~t th;ae Ord?:·u, ~ is that 

• t1-uo? 

..··· 



• 
A Yes, and I knew that at the time. 

Q Uo:·1, ! 111 3Ul'e it \'raa inadvertent but I want to read 

a few sentences from your s t ate ncnt thc.t wero omitted by counsel 

when he naked you a~out i t. I/ow, this is what counsel read to 

you but I 111 repeat it: 

11Then I made a. upeoch to the assembled company 
in whi"ch I pointed out that the decisive battle of tho 
mir \'m,s about to bce in. I requested my men to fight 
ru thlcaoly and told the.'ll ul no t hat i t was not per­
mitted t o take pl'iuonor u , 11 

And this is th~ part that wao over looked: 

"At the same timfjl I Wonned t han not to shoot at 
such prisoners who \'laved their steel hel:mcto, 110 

no · you rancmber that'? 

A Yes, I tl'ied j ust now t o c:-cpl o.in t hat. I did not tal k 

about prioonero of war in thio condition but I talked about people 

who ,·raved their oteel holmct! 

Q You were talking about men or Skoroz.eny 1s group 

bcc&uae that wa o tho oicnal they·l'lare ~o give to diotinauish thcm­

oelveo from Amcric~ pri:Jone1•0 1 i:m 1t thu.t true? 

A Yes . 
0 

Q And it wao a.ll right to uhoot at any pl'i:ioners or war 

0 who ca'!lo i n no lotlg u.:.i they wcren 1t Wilving a steel helmet and 

thattn the raaoon you expl ained it to your men in that fa.shion , 

ian I t that tme? 

A No, that io not tnie. 

Q vrn! did you tell you1• men not to ohoot at prisClnero 

who waved their atoel hnlmeto? 
0 

A I just ·••:d that, I di'!"'t ovo~ talk •.bo~t prisoners · 

· whe~ I .told. tho:1t ··about th9 men waving: their oteel helmOt. I wua 

· j~ot ,talking about• ~oSettf,crS. 

: •• Q J.n othei• tro1;ds, it v,aa cl.l riglit t,a shoot at ll• dea.erter :· 

ir he •didn 1t wav}, his ute4;.l helmet, io tit.at right?
11 
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A !Jo, tho.t would have been in conhast t o those t hini;::i 

which I oaid about treatment of priooner~ of .1•1ar before and 

during the offensive . 

Q You: men were certainly so well Wotmed as to the 

instructions you gave them about prisoners of wa.r t hat they coul d 

not have possibly° forgotten them between th e time you gave t hem 

and the time the offensive took place, is that correct? 

A '!es, 

Q And there woul d be no r eason for you to h.1vc to 

rcfreoh the recollection of any of tho men in your company even 

today, i sn 1t that true, a :i t o -,,hat you oaid ~bout prisoners of 

0 war? 

A I don 1t thinlc l:IO, 

Q \'Iell, you certainly haven 1t tried to tell llny of them 

what you told the:n prior to the offensive, ho.vc you? 

A I tnlkcd with my men about tho entire offensive ti.a 

ro.1• as it was po!lsiblc o.nd also about the ioounnce or orders 

and I wa.D toJ.id by all or my men before I ever even exchnnged 

0 any word1:1 vdth them that this order was not given by me, 

Q And you 1 r e ta.lking about what you •v~ done here in0 
Dacho1.u 1 you mean? 

A Yes, 

Q " You ho.ven 1t : old o.ny of your·mcn who.t to teatii'y to 

in this case, pii.ve you? 

A Ho . 

Q Haven•t olipped any of th~ any notes, have you? 

_DE?EH3E COUUSEL (Mr. S~ron~g): The~·e is no evidence 

th.a: hC, c11d ~li1: ~Y. notes. It,. ia ' pl;ainly eiem_~ ~a~ and • 

argurnentiltiv~. . 
0 

· • PROSIOOUTIOU (~pto.in Shuma: ker): I 1m not iir~ina with. 

the .,"titno-is, I'm. juOt a:1king ' que:s tions . 

http:Dacho1.u1
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PRE3IDE!!T: The obj ection is overruled. 

PROSEX:UTIOH: You answered 11No" to that question, 

believe, io tha.t correct? Please rea.d tho question . 
4 

(i'lhercupo~ the reporter did as requeot·ctl .) 

A Yes. 

Q •relline the:n what to te:Jtify to -- I •m just aoking you 

if you didn 't send a note to one of your. men telling him what to 

t e:.tify to in thio co.so; cv.n you answer that 11 yea 11 or 11 no 11 ? 

A I just wantud to refresh hi:J memory. 

Q And who did you aend t h e note to? 

A Heinrichs. 

Q And who else? 

A Ho one else. 

Q Send one to a. mnn na..'tlod Fbcher? 

A Fischer curl 1t even testify for mo, 

Q \'lhen did you find that out? 

A That · was told to me by the dofenae. 

Q Doesn't he 1•emembc1• tho otory •• you want"d him to 

remanber it? 

A I don't undor~tand the queotion . 

Q Who did you send thi.s note to? 

A I uent it to Heinrict,1 0,
·", 

Q Y~u wrote it, didn 1t you? 

A Yes . 
r\ ' 

Q Tha.t 13 your hand11riting, isn 1t it? 

A 

Q I'll ask you if in :Jubotanco it otates the following? 

11Compo.ny· Order on the early mom:ing or 16 Dece:nber · 
1944. (R~production aCco.rding to. the _gis.t). · 

0 

• 
11A.) 'ffe ~re, , .con.r:o~teg. Y!i bh the dtlc_i .aiv~ · turni!,ng 

point: ~r.' tl~~s war, .cto. , Full coaiaj.tment of eve'ry~_man • 

• • • • • 11 B.) .The 1-'an:ter~d-~u·p ha.; •the missiOn, with • 
an extremely dist ant obJeot.i\re, tto brea.lc through the • • 
enemy. T'nat meano tb us1•to drive on ," ,q.thaut.. con-

http:11Compo.ny
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sidera.tion for man and vehicle, and put to use to our 
advantage t _ht3 confusion of the retrca~_ing enemy. 

11 As far as infantry is concerned, we are very weak. 
To confuse the enemy about our ±reni;th aa soon aa we 
approach vilL'.lges, we shall concentrate with ma rching­
fire upon such. '£horefore we vrill not be able to eive 

. any consideration to civilians which will be found on the 
street during combat actions, 

11We have no time nor men to occupy our selves with 
priuone1·s -- they will Ue t aken care of by tho inf:mtry 
which follotro up. 

11 /mned civilians are our bi ggest enendes nnd ,-dl.l 
• be bwnped off without consideration. 

· nupon tleoerters, who are waving their st~el 
helmets over t he head, will not be fired. The tia'lle 
goes for ai:ngl.e driving ene:ny tanks (for l('fll{ crewG) 
{Ueant: Oporation Skor£_zeny) . 

C.) · Air forco ) support 
Artillery ) 

~~t~~tt!~:~;t: :0~ s~~~tt~ ~;!~~~chs; tha,t 15 ,·1hat you wanted 
0 0 0 

A · Yes. 

0 
0 

PRESID~-IT: Court vdll recoos until 10:,35. 

(Whereupon the court o.t 1035 hours took a 1•eceas.) 

.... 
u ... 

9 . ..... 
. . .... 



(l'nlcreupon court reconvened at 1030 hours.) 

PRESIIJEWT: Tako so.its . Court will come to 

order. 

PROSECUTimt: If the Court please, lot the 

record s hcm tha.t all the rnec.ber!J of the Court, all the 

members of t he Pro:.ecution, '1i th tho exception of Lieutenant 

Colonel CrawfC'rd, ·,·tho i:J absent on business of the Prosecution, 

and Captain Byrne, who has been cxcuoed by verbal orders of 

0 tho Co:rmanding General, all the mcmberD of tho Defense, with 

0 the exception of Lieutenant Colonel Dwinell, Dr , Leer and Dr • 

Leil ing: , who are absent on business of the Defense, ill the 

Dni'ondants, and the reporter are present . 

DEFENSE c ounsEL: The D0fense recalls tho accused 

Tomhardt. 

HEINZ TOllllARDT, nn accus'ed, resumed tho s t.ni:i and testi­

fied further through an interpreter as fol1.a:1s, 

0 (Yibereupon the questions , answers .utd other proceedinga 

0 were interpreted to the German counsel and tho accused.) 

CROSS EiqUlllATIOll (COIITI!IUED) 

QUESTIOIIS BY PnOSECUTIOII (CAPTAill SHU11ACKER) 1 

Q Tomho..rdt, referring .a.gain to thi.s note that you 

sent to Heinrichs, and particularly· thqt pa!'t of it where 

you reminded Heinrichs th11 t a portion of your speech provided,, 
thai d'3sortors l'lho -wa.ved their steel helmo"ts wore not to be 

I 
i'ired upon, wore enemy soldiers who were deserting and 

surrenderina ~o the 08rman forces to be treated any~differently 

than any othOr enemy soldiers nho surrendered? 

A llo . ,i\t that time I didn't ·expect any do~erters 

at all but I had to,muko the Action Skorzeny undtlrs tand t at 
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to mean iii the same ~nner. -

Q And you told your men that they -;roul'cl not shoot 

on ;my deserters who waved their steel helmets over their 

head? 

A Yes, I might have used any other term just as 

well. 

Q I am talld.ng about the terms th:i.t you used 

yourself in this note that you wrote to Heinrichs. Those 

0 - are the terms that you sugeented to Heinrichs that he 

0 testify about, is that not correct? 

A Uo, not testify, - he had alreacly testified 

· against me. I only s ent Mm· this note to make him know what 

happened, -- so that he ,·rould remember, - since I had heard 

that the Prosecu,tion witnesses in this case received photo­

static copies' of our statements from the Prosecution and for 

that reason I thought I was justified in sending him a 

0 statement. one time according to how it really- h.i.d happened. 

When did you write this noto to Heinrichs?0 
A 'l'ho wo.ak bei'ore last or last weelc, I don 1t lm011 

for sure. 

Q , Do you not lma,1 as ·11: m.i.tt.er of fact that you 

v,rote. this note several days before Prosecution witnesses 

were furnished ttith a photostatic copy of the stc>.teme'nt you 

hac}. 'made? 

A llo, I don 1t lm0i7 when° the Prosecution witnesses 

received photostatic cop~es. 

Q Anyway, these deserters that you spo~e about in 

the talk· t ~ ,your company were: me~ y1earing _th~ Americari , 

uniform, is that correct? 

d 

http:m.i.tt.er
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A Yes. 

Q And those of them v,ho l7ij'Ved · t he steel helmets 

.i.s they c~e tom1rd your line surrendering were not to be 

:ihot, is that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q How long had you been in command of tho 11th 

Panzer Grenadier Co1:1pany at tho time of this offensive? 

A Approximately Since the beginning of too invasion. 

Q You mean then since nbollt Juno 144, is that 

correct? 

/ 

A Y0 s. 

Q \'fare your men Yrell dtsciplined and well trained? 

A I pride myself in saying yes. 

Q Are you confident thiit your men were so vrell 

trained and so well disciplined that theY would follow the 

orders you gave even if you were wounded? 

A ., 
CAPTAIN SHU1tACKER: If tho Court please, I re- .. 

quest tho Court ask the following men to stand and remain 

standing while I ask the accused a question, The ilCcu1Jed 

Fritz Rau, number 46, tho accused Heinz Oodicko, number 17, 

' the accused Horbert St"ock, number 64, tho accused Friedrichs, 

number 15, the accused Richter, number" ~, the accused Hendel, 

number 22 1 the accused OebaUer, number 16, the accused l'/il.li 

Braun, number 4, the accused Siegmwld, nwnber 56, ·the accused 

Theo Rauh, number 47. 

(Wher~~pon tho accused arose.) 

QUESTIONS BY CAPTAI!I SH!Jll,\CKER1 ' , 

Q I" ask you if~those mqn were under your co:mna.nd 
• 11 · 

http:co:mna.nd
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during the Eii'el Otrensive? 

A Until the 10th, yes. 

Q 'fhese are some of tho men that you say wero so 

well trained t hat they would .folla,Y your orders even after 

you wore Ylounded, is that, correct? 

A I think so. 

CAPTAD,I SliUUACKER: Sit dmm. 

PRESIDENT: Sit do:m. 

(Whereupon the accused resumed their seats.)0 
QUESTIOIIS BY PROSECUTIOH (CAPTAIN Sh1Jl!ACKE!l ),0 

Q You heard the confessions of tho accused who just 

stood up, members of your compAny, when f.hey were read in this 

case, is that correct? 

A Yeo. 

Q I ask you whether or not in a single statement 

made by those accused introduced in court you heard anything 

about prisoners of war beinc taken care of by tho Infantry0 
· following behind your column? 

0 

CAPTAIH SHUMACKER: No .further cross. 

REDIRECT EXAL!INA'.1'.IOtl 

QUESTIOHS DY DEFENSE COUIISEL (lffi. STRONG) 1 

• Q V,ben ·you made your speech. in Obdbach, did. you 

Jmmr About, the impending offensive at t~t tine? 
'I

A' No. I only knew we were to expect a counter 
I 

attack in the a.rea of Acpe1_11 any day. 

Q \'fhen you c.i.ve •this piece or papa~ to Heinrichs -

.I tliink•:I,s his na.mg -- was 'tha t before Hoim•ichs testii'ied 

in ·C9\ll't or :a.rter?. •' 

( Tomhardt-Red.ire; t) 

http:speech.in
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A That was several weeks after Heinrichs testified. 

Q And several vreeks after you heard his testimony 

here in court? 

A Yes. 

MR. smouG, That is an. 

11ECRCBS EXA!.ill!ATION 

QUESTIOIIS DY PROOECUTIO!I (CAPTAIN SHIJUACKE!l): 

Q Do you deny, Tomhardt, that. you and other accused 

have talked to the witnesses that the Prosecution used in an 

attempt to explain what rraa meant by not ta.kine i:risoncrs al' 

nar \7hen called by you and other accused as witnessea on your 

a,m beh!Uf? 

A Of the 30 men who were tog6thor with mo in Hall, 

Heinrichs is tho only Prosecution witness and I never talked 

to IIainrichs. 

CAPTAW Slf:J1iACKER: No further rccvosa. 

DEFEHSE COUMSEL: U0 thing further. 

PRESIDENT; Any questions by tho Court? Apparently 

none, the Witness is excused. 

un. sTRono: One question, please. 

REDIRECT•EXAl!IllATION 

QUES,TIO!IS •BY DEFENSE camSEL (UR. ST!!Cl_lG): 

Q Tomhardt, in tho prepar'ati~ or your case by the 

· Defense, were ~ou eve';:.con!'ronted Ytith Heinrichs? 

A No. 

Q · \'fas Heinr.ic~s cv~r·.ment101le~ as a . possible v:"itnesa 

.ror you? . .... 
A Ho, ~I . kne•v that Heinrichs wonld not tas . 

0tiJ:/ tor ' 
' . . ... "' ~ 



PRESIDEUT: Ther e being no othe r questions, tho 

witness io excused. 

(Whereupon t he witness was excused and r esumed his 

acat in t he prisoner s I dock,) 

DEFEltSE COUHSEL: The Def ense calls ao its next 

wi t ness Benno Ii.gather. Ur. Strong, on behal f of the Defens e, 

will condUct the direct exQJ!lination. The Defense does not 

contemplate recalling this witness. 

BEtm o AGATHER, a witncs::; called by the Defense, ;1as 

first duly sr!orn and testified through an inter pretel' as 

0 
0 

follaus: 

(\'{hereupon the ques tions, ammers and other proooedings 

vrere interpreted to th9 accused and the 00 r man counsel as 

· follows) : 

DIRECT.Elu\J.!IllATION 

QUESTIOUS BY DEFEUSE CWNSEL (LIR, STllOllG): 

Q Agather, ,n:11 you cive us your fyll name , pleas8? 0 
A Aeather, Denno .

0 
Q How old a.re you? 

A 21 years, 

Q Are you presently a prisoner of war held in 

custody here in Dacha.u? 

A Yes, 

(! To Tthat n..Uitary unit did you belong during too 

so-called Eilel Offensive in the. ·months of Daccmbor 1944 and 

January; 1945? "· 
"a I b~longed to. the 11th COlJlpany ·er the 3rd B.l~talioh . 

Q Vfh o 11as your Batta~ion Com'l'Jlndor? 
0 

A Ca.ptain Diflfenthal. 



• 

A 1st Lj_eutenant Tomh-rdt. 

Q Who was your platoon leader? 

A 2nd Lieutenant Hahn. 

Q Is 2nd Lieutenant Hahn still alive? 

A llo. 

Q ·''That happened to him? 

A Ho ·,1as ldllod in action in Stavolot . 

Q Ag:.1ther, do you remember a company meeting shortly 

before tho Eifel Offensive, at which time Tomhardt made a. 

speech to his company? 

Q Do you rerr.embor when and where t hat was? 

A '1)1at. rras in the forest near Blankenheim in tho 

night from the 15th to the 16th . 

Q Ho" long did Tomhardtls speech approximately 

last? 

0 A ._About 15 minutes. " 

0 Q ,Will you tell us as wall as you remember tho ·siat 

of his speech? 

A _Yes, 

Q Will you please do so? 

A lat Lieutenunt Tomhardt said that this was a 

decisive action .nd that every.thing T<as at stake and the 

Infant:cy \'tould attack ahea.d of us, _that w~ would receive air 

support as ncvei· b"e.fore :>J}d ~so a,x:tille1";( ·support. as never . 

before. He then said that rr·om a standpoint. of co1abat 
., ' 9 • 

strength we were 11eak and that we \vciuld th~r?.fore. have no 

ti.mo to both~r ,nth pris~?ers of !Till'. , 
' . 

Q • What should happen r,i.th prison6:r.,s of Tf:J..I:1 



Tk 11266-sri..6/26-0 A Trie prisoners of war were to be left to the 

Inruntry follo·,·ring behind. 

Q I read to you from Prosccution 1s Exhibit P-20, 

which i:J a statement ·signed by 'romhardt on tho 6th ~r Uarch 

1946, in 'IYhich To:ilhardt s.J.ys the folla,1inG: (~ading) 

11! made a speech to the assembled company, in 

~·thich I pointed out that the dcclllivo battle o:f tho 

war was about to begin. I .reqµ~mted ·io;y men to fight 

rnthlcssl:r nnd tol d them tha t it was not permitted to 

take prlsoners.11 

I _s that l ast sentence vrhich was read to you true? Did 

Tomhardt say this? 

A Yes. 

Q I w.i.nt to repeat my 'question. }!id Tomhardt say 

in his statement that you would havo to fight ruthlessly nnd 
I 

did he tell you thnt you would not be permitted to take 

prisonors? 

A No, ho did.n 1t say that. 

Q ' If he ,1ould ha,ve told you that you wou.li not be 

pe:nnittcd to talce prisoners , 11ould you remember t his? 

A Yea. 

Q ~'/hy do you think you \7ould remember that? 

A Dccause no stich order was evor giv·cn •. 

Q Did Tomhardt say anything in his speech about , 

civilbns? 

A , Yes. 

What .did ll! say?-

0A TJlii.t armed divilians who would • '?!fer any re- • 

,siatance~·Trould .be Shot. 

http:siatance~�Trould.be
http:prlsoners.11


• 
Tu .//266- Sll- 6/26-9 Q Do you r emC.lllber a company meeting in Gladbach? 

A Yes , 

Q · Did Tomhardt at any time m~e • speech to the 

company? 

A Yes , 

Q '\'ihen was thnt a.ppraximatoly? 

A It 1Tas about two weeks before tho action sQrtecl . 

Q What did he at that time say about prisoners of 

0 war? 

0 Th.t uhen we took prisoners of war their vreapons 

l rould be taken away from them and that they rrould then be 

moved back to tho CP . 

Q 17cre you in Sch',•raebisch Hall? 

PnCSECUTIOH: We object to that question as being 

irrelevant and irm::lateria.J., It has no bearing on the isaues 

in thio case. 

0 l~IDENT: Objection sustained. 

l!R~ ~S'lROMOi:. : Uo further questions. 

CROSS EXA:.!IllA'fiml 

QUF.STIOllS BY PllOSECUTIOll (CAr-TAD•I SHUUACICER )1 

Q In thio speech a.t Oladbach, ·,1hat were you in-

structed to do With pris oners of war ii' you could not find 

the Company cl'? 

A Prisoners of wo.r vtould be collected and taken b~ck 

tci a higher echelon CP. 

• Q In other W':)!'ds, your instructions .l1~re ii' you could 
• 0 o • • ',A 

noi. find tlie . ComP,il.ey ~ you were ~ imme~a.tely evacuate them 

io a CP o! a higher echelon;. io t~t right? 

A Yes: to .1nothcr one. 



• 
Q In the speech that Tomhardt made to~ the men or 

his company, including you, in the Blnnkenheim \'food!J, ·:that 

did he toll you about enemy deserters who were surrendering 

to you? 

A Who were surrendering? I don I t remember anything 

about that. 

Q Did he tell you that i£ you saw des7rters waving 

their steel holmet,s you were not to shoot them? 

0 A Yea. 

They would not be waving their steel helmets and0 Q 

coming tarrarcls you i£ they were surrendering, would they? 

tm.. STRa-lG: Objection. 'fho question calla for 

an opinion. 

PRESIDENT: Objection sustained. 

QUESTIONS BY PllC\SECUTIDll (CAF'.Il\IH S!IUllACKF.R), 

Q Her« long have y~ been in the Army1 

A Since 143.0 
Q What is a deserter?

0 
A A d,eocrter is a man who drops his arms and sur-

rendEJrs to us. 

Q And ydu were not to shoot deserters who waved 

their steel helmets, is that correct? 

A Yes, that is i:ir;ht. 

CAPTAW SHUMACKER: Ho .further or0ss, 

l!R. STRONG: No further redirect. 

FRF.SIDEIIT: Any que3'tlions by tho Court? Apparently 

none. The Witness is C.xcused. 

"(.i'lliereupotfJ the \'fitness was excused and withdrew 

'from t.,Jle courtroom'.) 



..\ 

,. 

Tk //266- SR..6/26-ll DEFENSE COUllSEL: Defense calla as its next 

witness Siegfried Albrecht. Mr. Stronc, on behali' of the 

Defense, will conduct the direct ex~ation. The D0 fcns c 

doe5 not contemplate recalling this witness. 

UR. STRONG: Uay it please the Court, the in-

. terproter just c.i.lled my attention to a misinterpretation 

which he himself discovered. I asked the witness \i'hethor 

he would remember if such an order was given and his .mswer 

was he would remember it because there was never ouch an 

. ord~r given. 

INTERPRETER ROSENSTOCK : 11 ' no such order was1'hat 

ever heard o! •11 I said, 11 No such order was given.Lt 

CAP!'ADI Shl.JllACKER: TJ1at coITection is satisfactory. 

PRESIDENT: The re·cord will be corrected. 

SIEOFRIED ALBRECHT, a wit·ness called by the ri8 fense, 

.u'ter being first duly sworn, testified through an interpreter 

as follOiVB: 

(Whereupon tlB questions, ans11ers andother proceed:;ne;s 

were interpreted to the German counsel and the accused). 

DillECT =IIllATION 

~ESTIOllS DY DEFENSE COUIISEL (llll. ST)lCllG): 

Q Albrecht, will you give us your full namo? • 

A Siegfried AJ.brocht. 

Q How old aru you? 

A 19 years. 

Q Aro you preuently a prisoner of, war? 

A Yes. 

Q \There are you•preaently l;>eing ·h! ~-~?,._ 

In Dachau. 

http:given.Lt
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Q Yiill you tell us to what military tmit you .belongod dur-

ing th:3 E1f'el Offensive during the nonth of Deoemb&r, ~~ January, 

1945? 

A '!'ha 11th Con-pany, 2nd Regi!notit. 

Q \',ho wu your oon;ie.ny oonnandor1 

A lit Lt. Tomhar.dt. 

V"3re you ovor nt Glndbaoh1 

A Yes. 

Q l'.hen, approxinatoly? 

A From the middle or U0 vembor on. 

0 Until when? 

A Deoemb,r 10, approxiJratoly. I don't !:now for sura. 

Q Do you reno irhar that Tonihardt in Gladbeoh rrade I. speooh 

to his oompe.ny? 

A I remember Tomhardt oonduoting a oompany orientation. 

Q What did he say at that ti~? 

A In this orionintion Tomhardt said tho battle to be fought 

would be dooiaive, v.o must "!in ~he we.r !'rorn thoro, and that ·wo w,uld 

fight an enemy who v.a an equal; t~t tll had to troe.t prisoners of war 

0 

0 
aooo~dingly1 · that all prieon8i-a of l\"Rr ~re to be ~iaar!Md at onoa0 
and to be taken be.ok to tho oompo.ny C. P. to ba moved ix> division 

from there, 

Q Did Tomhardt in Gladbaoh say anything abollt oivilia~a? 

A No. 

Q Now, :from Gladbaoh, where did you go to? 
- 0 • 

A l tf!J moved into the Blankernheim forest • . 

Q Do · you rommber a spaooh uad• by Tomhardt in the . Blanken--

hoim forctat? · 

A Yes •• 

" Q Do you rome~ber' when that w,ut 

.. 
(Albreoht - dh-oot) 

http:oompo.ny
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A 1hat ?;as on tho night of DGoomber 16. 

Q Do you ro rrambor tho gist of '\\'hat ha said? 

A ·Yoe. 

~ Yiill you ploaoe g ive thoao? 

A Tomhardt said in his apsooh thiat tho fate or th!> Gorrran 

peoplo would depend on tho suooesa of this offen:Jivo • . 

Q !',hat else do you rorrombor tho.t h~ said? 

A l',e will bo supported by a strong .airoorpo and artillery 

units. \'.e are y,eak m nwnbora and must prooeod rapidly. \'iJ oan 

, thsrofore not 1ake oaro of priaonors but mUB t le11vo t han to the in-

0 
fan1ry follo wing us. Arrrod o i vilia.ns will be shot. 

0 Q fl'o w lone d id T~ n,h N": dt,' a apoooh hat, approximatelyl 

A Ten or fifinon minu'ma. 

Q \'obre yo,u with Tomhardt o.t tho oroaa roads? 

A Yoe, TIO passed by t ho orosa roads. 

Q Do you rerromber l'lh~n thn t -.et 

A It l'.tl.8 on the 17th, to-,.rds noon. 

Q Can you give us tho appr oximate hour? 

0 A Betr.eon ono md two o'olook . 

0 Q Do you ro mambor to h~ve aeon Obersoho.rf\Johror Rayer 

thorot 

. ,i. :res. I saw him there. 

Q • C&n you dosoribo tr.Oro axaotly whoro you nw hizn'l 

A • It w-.a ,,otweon tho or oee roads in Engelsdorf, about ono 

k iloM ter from thoro • 

Q Do • you rem: rnbor tho. conversat ion botwi:,on Rayer· end 

T6mhardt1 

.. A : Yes•
•. 

~ • Q i 'iill <you please tell ui what this conversation oonsi~tod 

01'1 

A h },,r arrived 1r1, bis SPl'f and reported to Tomhardt that 

119 had received or"ders from Uajor Pootaohke to shoot prieonora at 

http:vilia.ns
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do that, not having o.n y order to do that from his c.o. 

Q Do you know whero Rayer is now? 

A No, I hnven 't ooen him. 

Q Albrecht, ..ore you draftod into the SS or did you volunteer 

for iU 

A , I ",.s draf'bl:td. 

1£Fm1SE COlNS EL (tr. Strong), Your witneao . 

CROSS EXA"111ATION 

QtESTIONS BY PROSE:CUTION (Capt. ShUDU1obr')1 

Q Just how drunk ware you on tho night or th'l 16th or Do-

0 oember 1944? 

IEF8HS8 COWSEL (Wr. S trong) 1 Objection.0 
PR0SECtJrlON (Capt. ShUDllloker): I J:no" no l egal reaaon 

for tho objection. 

IEFSUSE 001.ilTSEL (lr. Strong) : As I uidoretood the qua e­

tion, nothing had bHn brought out 1n direot that this wiinei,e •• 

ever drunk. 

·o 
PRES IDSNT1 Translate that. 

FROSECUrI0?I (Capt. Shumnolcer), Certdnly I oan ask tho 

witnoaa if he ue drunk or sobor. I am laying a predicate.
0 

LAW J,SMBER1 i\by don 1 t you put your q1.>Jetion that My1 

~OSECUTION (CAPT. Shuuaokar)t If tho oourt ploa.ee, on 

oroae examination I don't have to aek quntione in the manner tha't 

it ie· aeked on diroot examination. I think I havo the right to aug-

gest ~tho answer. 

00.FENSE: COt!lSEL1 (l'r. Strong)1 ThO acouaed oerta.inly has a 

richt tt, aek lndinc question.a on oroaa examination but cannot put 

in the witnoas 1 toouth anything m 'o·onne~tion with thin~S whioh have 

not, ~een brought out on direot. Not on that partioulnr issue. No 

proper foundation has beon la.id. 

L.LW J.E!.(B3R·1 Objection 11 1ustained. 



• 
QrnSTIONS BY PROSECUTIOU (Capt. Shumaoker)i 

Q \'ilre you druik on tM night of Dooombor 15, 1944? 

A Uo . 

JBMJSE: COUNSEL (Ill". Strong) : I objoot. 

Q , You had not had anything at a_ll to drink? 

A Yes, it was liquor. 

Q Yee. And \',½ion you first got ~ovm. here to Daohau you -,,ere 

in th'l aann cage with ens of your comradtta by ths 1unro of Heinrichs 

ia thnt right? 

A In tho aarna bn.rraoh. Not in the sair.o barracks, in tho 

barracks next door. 

Q Anyhow, you ta.lkOd to him pretty soon after you got dovn 

here from S0 h-.1bison Hall, did you not? 

A Y8so 

Q And you 'b:lld Hoinrioha on t~t ooouion that you .,,oro so 

drunk on tho night ot tho i6th or D8 oember, 1944, you didn't know 

'flMithor Tomhardt even rr.ad8 a speech; isn't thnt t11iuat 

A No, 

Q You did not mak9 that statorn,nt 1:0 Hsinrioha1 

;. No, 

Q Bow much aohnaps hnd you had to drink before tho speech 

IEF8NSE C0 WSEL ( f,':r. Str~ng)i Ir it pleaao 1:he court, 
9 

this 'lfitnoao has ann.ered the aatne que.stion twioe • and 111hn"; 1a 

being done now is moroly trying to intimidate him. 

PRESIDEHTt Objootion ov8~ ruled. 

Q How r.uoh Solmaps had you had bo:toro the apeeoh ....,, nadet · 

A I don't know. Vory little. I don't drink any liquor. 

LAW !£MJER.1 Will you instruct the witnoao to apoak • lit.th 

louder? 

Q i,bat •• tll9 anu.er? Did you get th~ ansW3r, Uiu Reporte?"I 



0 
0 

0 
0 

• 
(i\harou~on tho anaY.Or was road by th!! roporter.) 

Q You don't knol'l? 

A Yea. 

Q 1'611, about how Tr.any drinks did you havet 

A I don't know. · 

Q Four or five? 

A I di:ank very littlo. Ono ehot, at tM uoat. I don't know. 

Q Ono shot. And you say you drink very littloJ is tint 

Q One shot havo any erraot on you at all? 

A No, 

Q IJ0w nany shots dooa it take to ha~ any effect on you? 

A I wa.s novor drunk off liquor and I 1herei'ore don't know. 

Q You had had exactly one dr!n.k,the~, bof'ore the apeooh TAB 

1Mde, is that right, 

A I don't lmow wh,~1or it v.as ~!bro or ,nrtor the speech. 

Q \'bll , anyway, you had i,xaotly ono drink; is that richt? 

A Yes• 

Q I thought you tootiriod just a minute ago that you dido I t 

know ho" ttaI1Y drink you had hadt 

A l'ihat'I 

Q Didn't you toatii'y just a momnt ago tho.t you couldn't re-

JJember how nny drinks you had hadT 

A You just asked mo now that I had one drink. 

Q But prior to that, did you not state thnt you oouldn 't re-

n:embor how. u:uoh you had drunk? 

A Yos, I uid that. 

Q But now you r~urembor '' 

A And then you asked mt approxi.Dla-tnly how muoh. 

Q And now you aro sure it ll'9i8 only one drinkt 

A Cer.tainly no'!, JJDre. 
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Q Did you drink out of a bottle or out of a glHs or can-

teon? 

A or tha bottlct~ 

Q Did you tako the first drink? 

A I don't know that. 

Q Wno else v.as drinking ,Tith yt;>ut 

' A Tho m,n l'1ho viore togethor with us from the half-traok. 

Q \\ho v.as it? 

A The oonttnander, .our drivor, nnd · the n·131:u18ngore. 

Q You know their nam,s, don't you? 

,0 A Yoa. 

0 Q Wint are 1m ir mum o't 

A 1st Lt• Tomhardt, Rottontue,hrar Dutnonke, Pro. Friaoh, 

Pfo. Kirsohbo.um, Rotton!'uehrer Ouinten. 

Q Anybody eloet 

A Yes, but I forgot the no.Jl19a. 

Q . i'ihose bottlo wa.a it? 
1' 

A SPW1 a, 

Q Did all the SPWs in your 001npany have a bottl" of Sotmapo 

In itT 

A I don 1 t lmow that. 

Q Did yoc. Geo other mon of your oottti&ny on the night :thil 

speech '\ta& tr.ade ,drinking aohnapa? 

A No. 

Q Th& only drinking you recall ia that that you participated 

1n yourself, in that right? 

A Yea. 

Q Now, tihm you t:old Heinrichs about this drinki;ng, that v.a 11 

shortly after you got here to Dachau, -.a it nott 

IEFENSE COUNSEL (Ur. Strong)1 I objoot to thot queation. 

Tho witttaaa has alraady ~eatitiod tlw.t he did not tell Heinrioha 1 

(Albrecht - oroai) 



• 
about tho drinking. The prosecution puts v.ordu in the mouth of tho 

witness whioh the l'litnoss ho.a nevor usod. 

PRESIDE!NT1 Tho objoction is sustainod. 

QlZSTTOllS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumaokerji 

Q V,hat did you full H8 ~riohs v.hen you got do.v.n hero about 

this speech? 

A I di~'t have any !'urthar conversation with Heinrichs. 

Q \'that oonwr:ioticin die! you hove with h_illl1' 

A I only tbld him 'that I never rotoombered that Tomhardt 

had said in his speech that priaonoro of 'l\e.r ,.are to be shot. 

0 Do you romambor it novit Do you romembor now that ho said 

0 itt 

A I don 1 t understand. 
their 

Q l'hat did T0 mhnrdt toll you about deaortors who -.~steal 

hallt8ta7 

A Desortors? 

Q Y~i/~daserters · in Amorioan uni!'ortr.s. Did ho tall you 

you shouldn't shoot -them? 

A No prisoners r,ero to bo shot. No deserters eitha-.0 
Q Ho told you spooirioally that no doserters wore to bo0 

shot, io that oorraot't 

A I don't kno.,,. 
I 

~ Now I l'.allt to ask you thia onoe noraa D0 you deny having 

told Heinrioha •fter you arrived •t Daohau that you oould not ren:em­

bor .,,beth.or Tomhardt TT'Gdo a spoeoh, beoa.uao you v10re drunk on tho night 

of the 16-16 Deoentier, 1944? 

... ·¥--¥···' IEFENsE ·cotwsEt· (1.T. Str~;g)1 · I objoot to that quOation, 
,, :• 

b.eoauee it , is clearly. repe.titi~ue, ~aving bean asked c,f the witne 88 

and having been an'al'.ered by ·tho wi tnoaa ~ Re is asking it twice. 

PROSECUrIOrf (Capt. OhUl!lloker) 1 I just wt11t D to bo sum that 

I ~~eratoo~ t~ ll'itness 1 ans.,.ar, boc•uae I int9nd to oall this wltnea"'; 

http:ans.,.ar
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Heinrichs in rebuttal and I am. laying a predioa'b:t for it. 

PRESIDEllTi Objo.otion over rulod. 

QWSTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shun:e,oker)1 Will you ploasa ans\.\8r 

tho quostion? 

( 1nheroupon tho q"uostion v.--as road by tho reporter, as 

follows1 now I v.-ant to ask you this once I1Dre1 Do you deny having 

told Heinrichs after you arrived at Daohau that you could not ram~ 

her wh!lther Touhardt made a spoeoh 1 ~oauso you wore drtmk on tho 

night or tha 15-16 December, 1944?} 

A I told Heinrichs that I did not rerromber ToJrhardt rraking 
of 

a spoeoh in which he said that prisonorEfv,ar v.oro -txi bo shot• 

PROSECUTIOlh (Capt. Shumaokor)1 V,ery W611• No further 

oroas. 

IEFENSE COUISE1 (tr. Str_ong)1 No redirect examination. 

PRESIDEUT1 Any questions by tho Court? Apparently nono. 

The witnelJs is excused. 

(l'ih!!ireupon the witness TAB exouead and withdrew from 

tho oourtroOm.} 

PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumaoker}1 Ir the Court ploaoo, I 

know it is a little wiueool, ,but I forgot one _important question 

that I l':e.ntod to ask tho pi-eviouo witness, Aga.thar '. Ir he is still 

available in tho oourthouoe I would like to rooall him for on:J tl%'ther 

question on oroSs examination. That .v.ae tm witness who testifiod 

imnBdiatdy be.tore the last one. 

IEFEUSE COUfSEL1 Tho Dorensa doae not oontetnplate re­

oalling this ,d.-tnese and 1-t thll Proseoution 'tliehss ttl adopt him aa 

the~r wi1noea, "why that is_ their prerogative •• 

PROSECUTION ~Capt. Shwr.ao~ r)1 It is a na.tter, ~r o'ourae, 

entirely within ~ diooration or., the court as to whethir or not • .. 

witnaaa ay be r ~0;,a~ed tor t"urthe~ orosa examination. 

• • •• IEFENSE CO~EL1 I am 1ur"a the · rules ~re olear that tha , 

•• · 
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v,0uld like to Ir.nka thi s st11tetmnt, thnt the mat~r that I ·want tn 

quoation this witness about is cross oxnmination and is not pro~r­

ly rebuttal, thnt tho Prosecution has no opportuni ty to call tho 

witnoae . on its Onl behalf unless ths evidenoo it intonde to intro­

duoo through that wi-tnoss iB rebuttal to;tirr.ony. That 16 the roa­

aon I reqoost permission of tho Court to ask anoth,r question or so 

on oroea examination. 

PR.c:Sir£llT1 The witneea may be reoallod. Send for him. 

PR0SECUrION {Capt. Shunolor)1 Bring in the witneos, 

Agnther. 

BENNO AGATIER, n u itnooa for tho D0 ronae, 1'88 recalled and, hav­

ing been provioualy an>rn, toatified rurthor through an interpretor 

as folJ.owsl 

PROSECUTIOlh The witneaa iB reminded th.at ho is still 

undor oath. 

LAW l,'E MB.3Ri 1'/111 you also inform the wHnoea that tho 

qoostion ix> be propounded is .1uet ra-thor cross examination only. 

PROSECUTION (Capt. Bhuuaokor)1 The qu"Jstions about to 

bo propounded to this witness are further questions in cross ex­

amination or this ,ritness. 

CROSS EXA1'INATIO!I 

QU3STIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Sh-okor), 

Q Agather, you teatlfied on direct examination that you 

heard Tomhaidt's apei,oh in the Bltmkenheim woods immedi0.tely before 

the Eiflll orrensivo began1 is that correct? 

A , Yes, · 

Q And you stated th 
0

0 substance or1 that spoeoh? 

A Yea. 
" .. 

Q I ,,hand. yo~ a pieos orcpapor and ask you if you oan iden-

tU'y 1ti Ia that a ; tat,,ment you wrote? 

A No. 

•miose signature appears on.. the baok of 1-t.'1 



A The signature is mine. 

Q l',hoee initials appear throughout th.at statoment? 

A That ie my s i191ature here. 

Q And '!fho&o initials are thoae·t 

A Abovo thosd oorreotions, above tho individual linoG my 

inith.ls u.ppear. 

Q Did you Y4"ita thoso initin1a1 • \ 

A . Yoe. 

Q Look on the :f'ront po.rt of the paper and seo 1f you seo 

any moro oorrootions with your in~tials'? 

0 A Yoe. 

1'hen is thnt natomont doted?0 
A That v.•s m.~itten a.bout four ...-eeks ago• 

Q l\hen is it do.tod? Does tho dato appoar on it? 

A Fourth or June, 1946. 

Q Fourth or June 1941::1, is that 6orreot'? 

A Yes. 

Q Is that your hnnd?.t"iting? 

A Do,·n here, yes.0 
Q Vihy -mre thos~ oorrootions 11".ade?

0 
A TMso oorreotiono are true. 

Q 1n other v.orde you made the oorrootions so that tho0 eta1io.: 0 
0 

rr.ont would rao.d corrootly, h that rightt Ia that right'? 
t 

A I uade th8so oorrootiona. What ,,.a not right I oroasod 

out. 

Q i.nd evarythin& that is not crossed out in thni; statoment 

is .oorreot, ion 1 t that t rue? 

A {No ans,-sr). 

Q ' 'Yiou,?,d you road thnt statement in Gel°mnn to tM oourt't Road 

it right out iloud to the oourt •. ' 
, (l'lbereupon the wiUlass rao.d tho a tatem,nt). 

Q Will tho ~ourt. intarproter ploaao tranale.t'l too 
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Q You made thill otat ooicnt on the 4th of June, didn 1t you , 

Ta 268 Agather ? 

25-D-l A l.!ay I s ee it again? 

Q Look a t it. I ank you again i.r it wus made an tho 4th of 

June? 

A hth of June, 191.6 , 

Q \'Thnt caused you to change your mind between th e /;.th of 

June and the 26t h of June , 19"1~, na to whuthcr or not you a ttended 

this opecch that Tomhnrdt made? 

A '£his state.:ncnt of 6 June 191•6 I made while atill under 

the impreosion of Schwaebiach Hall. ,,. /
() 

Q You mean lmO\rlng that you told the truth at Sch\'laebiach 

0 Hall? 

A I did speak the t ruth in Schvracbiach Hall,·, 
Q And this is n cat·r y-over of v1hat you verbally related at 

' Schwaebisch Hall, i o that r i ght -- this otatcnC:rlt here? 

A No. 

Q i _s t his statement true? 

-A Ilo. 

<) Q Why did you ma.kc it? 

' 

bcca.uso I was' afraid. 

0 A Because I waa under the i mpri,aaion of Schwacbiach Hall --

. . 
'-' C' Q • ' Yo~ got here on the 19th day of ,\J)ril 1946, didn't you? 

• " C' • "' 

A I don'.t rem~tber the exact dntc . \ 

Q Well, on ~r ;bout the 19th of April, 1946 , you cwne here 

from Schw.a.ebisch Hall, didn 1t you? 

A Yea. 

Q And so' you· had be.en h'erC o.p{)roxima toly pix we'ek5 berore 
. . . . . . ' :.;·~ ,: 

·)"Ou ~ie;ned this o.tatement / i o. th~t ~~oJ .~ ·:-: 

A ·(No nnsweir) · " 

C • • •, Q ~d dur_fng that period of tilne you~ho.d been in a barracks 

here vrith ' the re ; t of your ,comrades, had you not? 



• 
question. 

PROSI:X!UTION (Captnin Shwnacker): The witness didn 1t 

answer, if it_pleaoc the court. I fiaured it wao a matter of 

mathematical cal.culationo anyway that did.n 1t require an anst1er. 

(Whereupon the l ast quc:1tion wao translated by the 

interpreter.) 

A Yes, 

Q And despite the fact that you were here in Dachau wit~ 

your coml'adee on or about April 20, 1946 to the 4th of June, 1946, 

you siened this statement ·on the 4th of June, 1946? 

A Yes, 

PROSJOC:UTION (Captain Shwnacker): Nothing further. 

11EDI!lECT ElWIDlATION 

QUESTIONS BY DEFEl!SE CO:JNSEL (Mr. Strong): 

Q Agather,· you stated that you we~e afraid when you signed 

the_otatcment here in Dachau on June 4, 1946; is this correct? 

A Yes, 

Q And y~u stated further that you _Were still under tho 

impression of Schwaebisch Hall, io this correct? 

A Yea, 

Q Will you pl.ease tell ua ' about you1· experiences in 

Schwaebiach Ha.J.l.? 

PROSEX!U1.'IOH (Capt. Shwnaclcer): Objection, if it plea.1;1e 

tho court. The treatment of this witness ha.a not been gone into 

at nll on recroaa-cxrunination. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL (Ur, Strorlg): Ii' it pleases the court, 

. ih~, pros·ecution .sho~d be O.\Yare of the tact s itaelt. The 

· • proaecutibn° opona the door to quootions about schwaebisch•Ha.11• 
:.i 

by ·confro.nting 'thb vritii.eos"with th~o· ~tatmient and asking_ hi m • 

why the sto.tenent is now suddenly not true. ' Ii' ' tbe witnes!J tel;s . . ' 
the. cp~rt t:hat the Statan"nt is not true and any: he io afraid, he 

should be pennitt:d to g ive&the re!-sons tor hia fear. 
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PRES IDil~T: The objection is overruled, 

Q How I ask you, wiJ.1 you tell us about your C)..-porienc es 

in Schwaebis ch Hall in detail, . plea:Je? 

PHOSECUTIOlf (Capt. Shwru.i.ckor): If it please the court, 

I thinlc his exruitl.nation should be restricted to the circumstancco 

surrounding tho execution of this statement or, at leaot, tho 

Ylriting of this statement -- tho ini'orr.iation contained in it -­

that• s the only thing that I a ~\ced him about on rccroso-e;aulUJlation. 

DEFmSE COUNSEL (Ur, Strong): Hay I point out that 

quite apart from the i'uct that the court has nlre~dy 1i.iled on 

more or leso tho awne objection, yre try to bring out tho reason.a 

for fear nnd I'm afraid the witness could not give the reasona 

of his fear without talking about Schwaebisch Hull, 

POOSECIJTION (Capt. Shwnacker): Ir the court pleaae, 

my objection was no further objection to thti ruling o.lready made 

by the court, it was tlirected to the question as propounded this 

witneos. 

PROSE):UTION (Capt, Shwua.cker): The queotion wao: 

IIRelate ull your experiences at Schvraebisch Hall in detail, 11 

DEF'FJlSE COUNSEL (L!r. Strong): ' I ohall rephrase my qucotion 

and ask the witness: 

Q \'fill you pleaoo eive us your experience in Schwaebi:sch 

Hall in connection with nny statements you mad13 ·there? 

PH0S0:UTION (Capt. Shu.rnacker): If the. court please, 

I'm objecting to tlJat. T"no only ota.temcnt in. question i s this . 

one right here that the wit."loss. has been cross-examined ubout. 

·PRES!DEl-l"l': Ii' the defensa will a.ok ~is queotion a.od 

·tie it uP ,with this particu:.ur inot~c;e ~he · question is 

ponn;tted. 

Q ~ill yo~ tell: u~s, Ag:atl.tcr, what ca.used y(tu £ear. in· 

,; onnection 'Jith schwaebioch Ha.ll? 

http:particu:.ur
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I object to that que::.tion bec:moe i t 1s not directed to thi o 

particul arJ instrument that t his witneus has been cross- exaoincd 

about . 

P,RESIDEl!T: I am going t o caution both the prooccuti~n 

and t ho defense to give the interpreter a chance to ~terpret you r 

roopective remarks, Now, vl easo beu1· that in mind hereafter. 

Ho~1, do you ho.vo anything f urther? 

DEFJ,ISE COUNSEL (l.lr, Strong): !lo . 

PH.E5I DEl~T: The defenae will proceed , Rephrase your 

question . 

Q \'lill you pl ease t ell the court what hap!Jened in Schwacbi.s ch 

Hall to ma.lee you fool poraecution? 

PF.OSEX!U'l'ION: (Capt. ShUlll!lclcer) If t he court pl ease, 

object to that queation on the onme ground~ previ ously cta.ted, 

PRESIDENT: The objection b ouotaincd, 

Q Vfhat were you nf 1•aid of ? 

PROSECUTIOU (Capt. Shumacke1•): Ir tho court pl ease, I 

objoct to that que!:tion: 11\'n10.t we1•0 you o.frnid o£? 11 Becauso it I o 

a ·eenoral question. 

PHE3I DE..'"i'l' : '11lo objection ia uustained. 

Q What made you ·arraid of ~ scc1~tion when you took the 

stand' bore? 

PROS:X::UTION (Capt . Sh~ckcr): If the court please, 

Gbjebt to that que!ltion for the s wne reaaon. 

• PllESIDE:~T: ¥ ~ 1e obj ection ia auetained. "nle court uill 

caution the de feno e cowaael that you ho.ve a sked the same questi on 

ci.bout ten times, all of which ·a.re subatant4lly the so.me questions, 

~q _you1m~st bo: m,or.e careful. · \ 

. ~~~~SE. coUNSEI.· (Ur. s ,t:rOng): '1,i11 · roPh~ sO the ,~~at·io~~ 
• •. '' • < '' •, 'I' • \ • • • ~ I •. • 

~ Q" What , hrca1:.m~t ~d ;~u r~c~ivo ~ Schvraebia~h Hill tha.t 

• • influenced_the liigning of 'your cetate:ncnt here' and lllllde ' you .feel 
' t : • • - · 

.~sccution? 
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PROSECUTION (Capt. Shunw.cker): If the court pl ease, 

I object to that bccauoe there I a been no te!ltirnony that thio 

witn1:.!rn feared pcr~cicution, or prosecution. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL (Lir. St~~~e): The ,·dtness said in court . 

thut he was afraid and under t he impression of Sohwuebisch Hall 

when he signed the ~tatcment 1n · oacha.U, 

!Jl.i'l ?.tl.il.ffiEH : Why not ask the witness what he me~nt when 

he said he was under the irnpre:lSion of Schvm.ebisch Hall ,·,hen he 

sianed tho otatement? Put it just that way, 

Q What did you mean when you told the court that you were 

afraid when you siened the otutement in Dachau'? 

PHOS0JUTION (Capt, Shwnacker): If the court please, 

object to that question because it 1 s not borne out by the evidence 

that the witness gave on cross-exrunination, 

PRESIDENT: · 'l'he objection i:3 sustained. 

DEr'Fl~SE COUl1SEL: Tho de!enso desi1•os Lt. ~'ta.Iller to 

rontatc tho quo:Jtion. 

QUESTIOIIS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (Lt, \'lahl.or}: 

Q Agathor, will you ro:Jtatc to the court what you meant 

by tho trentmont you had recoivcd at Schwaobioch Hall as ai'!ccting 

the t:l1thtulneos of your statement thnt you wore just interrogated 

on? 

A I ,·r.i.s mistreated in Sohwaebisch Ha.11. 

Q Will you explain what mistrentmcnt you roceived.? 

A I vraa beaten in tho face; 

Q When did this happen? 

A When I wa.a intorroga:::.ed. 

Q Whe11. }'fer~ you. int.ori-of{ated 1;11 Sch\~aebis,7l.1 II~?~ 

A I arrived , in Sc~v~~bi~.ch Ha?-l .~~ ·IJ'arch 5• . : , ~ 

· D~E2~SE coUJ{SEL (Lt·. Wahl~)=·· ·'lii:u,,Y°'; r ead tho questio?l 

• back to tllo wi'tiics~ please• .~· 
(Whereupon the reporter did ao· ,requooted.)

' . 

http:Sc~v~~bi~.ch
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A I can 't e ive the exact do.to any r.101.·e , about on_e 

woclt after I arrived in Schwaebisch Hall for t he f i rst time. 

Q And what treatment were you afford.Cd at tha.t time? 

A 'I.'he firat time I wus asked what I Jo,,ew about it. 

Q Were you n.t any time mistreated ut t hat time? 

A No . 

Q When were you miotrcat cd at Schwacbisch Hall? 

A \'lhile being intorrogat.od f or tho s econd or third time, 

Q On what date d:l.d that occur, appr oximately -- if you 

r ecall. 

A I believe between tho 10 th and 1 5th of Uurch . 

Q And 1·1here were you interrogated, at ,·mat building in 

Schvro.ebisch Hall? 

A It wao tho interroeo.tion cell in the jail. 

Q Who vras pre3ent at tho time you were· mistreated? 

A This e;cntlcrnan over th Ei re, 

Q Which one are you pointlllg at, Agather? 

A Tho second one from tho r ight, 

D~ENSE COUNSEL (Lt. \'lahlcr): Let tho record shov, 

that the \'litness ia pointi.ne at Lt. Pe1·l. 

Q V,as theres anyonn els!! present at that time? 

A Yes, the Polish guo.rd. mis present at one time, 

Q How, tell us who.t took plnce o.t this time? 

A I had written dovm o. ata.tcment that I had been present. 
at the speech a.nd that waa given back to ,no with the remark that 

vro.o all. • . 

Q. • ·Were you physico.lly rniotreo.tcd' o.t t hat, time?. 

~~1i,' I have b~en° i.~ter.ro~a~od· a~v'~rai .;~~D.A 

I asked the, Clueation: ~ TTero y;u,phY.sically mis1:.reatcd °'t 
,•• t • u 

/i1at time? 

.:\ At that !nterroflatio°n? 

http:pointi.ne
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Q Wer e you th1·cutencd a.t t hat time? 

A Ye::i. 

Q 'fell u::i ·:mat happened? 

A I ,·,ao threatened that the t e stimony was already in, the 

p ronecutor !mow overythina; and all I would hnve to do is te::itify 

to that lot Lt. Tomho.rdt put out an order against making prioon ero 

of war , 
f 

Q \'/ho told you tho.t ? 

A The :.ccond r;entle;,uin from the right told me that. 

Q Did he say anything else to you? 

A Yes . 

Q What? 

A This was my la:Jt chanc e, that i f I dicl.n 1 t oay so now 

I 1_d be hanged in a few minut e::; . 

Q Did o.nyone otrike you a t t hat time? 

A , I don 1t lmow: ,·mother that ,·1a:1 durine thio intcrrogntion 

I was beaten repeatedly. 

Q At the time that you were threatened did you make a 

oto.tcmcnt·? 

A Yes, 

Q And \·;hat did you DUJ? 

A That, I t .-a:i p1•cscnt ut tho :.pecch of l at Lt. To:nhardt , . 

Q Did you Bay anything aloe? 

A That I wa s not p1•coel),t at any shooting of J)risonei·s o~ 

war dur~g the lta.J.medy Offenaive. 

Q Did. Ur. Thon or Lt. Perl oa,Y, enything furth er t O ,YOU? 

A If I don't orly the truth my parents v1ould. b~ uScd. 
. ' . ., . ' .. . ..... : 

Q · Diel, they any anything" furthor? 

A ·. lJy pal'cnts are in Lotz in P,oland ~;d. the ~oloa would , 

take car; of my ,pa.roll ts. 

' 
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Q· Which one of t he gentl emen ma.de that otatemcnt to you? 

A The second eentlenan from the right . 

D~El{SE COUNSEL (¼'t. \'lahler): Let the record indicate 

that Ll:r. Thon is pointed. out. 

Q Wus anything further oaid to you? 

A That I myself had been p1·o~ent at uhootings o.nd I wa.a 

confronted with the accused there o.nd they too testified to tho.t 

I was present at a shooting. 

o· Were you threatened in any other fnuhion? 

A I wa3 put in a sol.:tary confinement cell and I was told : 

"You're now being put into a sinnero 1 cell; theso will be your 

lo.at da.ys . 11 

Q Hot: l ong did you l'e:nain in that coil? 

A About one wee!c. 

Q Who told you that :,ou wei·e going to bo placed in thio 

coll? 

A Tho second gentleman here, 

DEFEl~SE COUNSEL (Lt. Wahlei•): Let tho record indicate 

l.tr. Thon has been pointed out, 

Q How were you treat.ed -- !ltrike tha.t. How were you 

treated while in thia cell'! 

A I received o~y one blanket in ~ cell and had to tre~ze 

in the c~ a11· day, 

Q Hov; ,ms your rood? 

A · I Vwas g?od , 

Q How µid this cellAdi.ri'~r trom the orie that you . 

occup.ied previouoly? 
• l> • 

. A : There was only a veey low wooden bunk there and the 

cell was barred much more<llaf.'rongly . tbQJl the others and the \tlrid.ow 

was open in my c~ll da! and niaht. 

Q ?id this cell have any pllrticular n~e to it? -~ 

A I don 1t lmow about that - it was lmown a!f a cell or 

http:tlrid.ow
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Q \'lhen were you beaten a t Schwaebisch Hnl.l? 

A During t he s econd or t hi rd interrogation. 

q Who was present at that· ti.mo? 

A Thi:::i gentlanan, 

DEFmSE COUNSEL (Lt . Wahler): Let the record indicate 

J.tr. Thon , 

Q And ,·,ho ebe'l 

A ·rhcre ,·10.s nobody cloo prc ::i cnt, 

Q 'l'ell us tlha t happened at that time? 

A I ropeated my .t estimony that I wanted to stick to the 

truth and coul.dn 1t state thut l ot Lt. Tomho.rdt had said in his 

speech that prison era of wa r would be shot, nnd that I , mysel.f, 

::ihot tho prisoners of war in La Gleize. 

Q Tell us what happened concerning any physical punishment 

that you received at that time? 

A I was beaten in the face . 

Q And who beat you in tho face? 

• A 'l'hio second gentle1nan there . 

DEFEl~SE COUNSEL (Lt , \'lahler): Let tho record indica.te 

Ur. 'l'hon. 

Q How many t imes were you hit in the face? 

A I don 't remember the oxact nwnbcr or bl ows . 

Q Did you have nny bruises ·or marks on your facC after 

the pmiahraent wao adminis tered? 

A No wounds . 

Q Did you hfi.v e l?J'lY· l,l)a.rks or brui ses? 

.I ca.n_1t sar . I didn't h~ve ~ mir.ror in ~the cell. 

Q Were yo~ hit .nt ariy o'ther . time? 

A I was benten durina t 1·10 ,or th.: eo ·in~errOga:\:,io0no. .• 
And ,·mo adminiote1•ed theuo ~ ea.~ingo7 Cl 

http:indica.te


DEFEU3E COUIISKL (Lt. \'1'1hle1·): Lot t he redord indic;ite 

l!r. Thon. 

Q On what parts of the boqy were you hit at this time, or 

in this interrogation{· 

A The face, and I mlO th rown on the ground in the comer. 

Q And who did thio? 

That gentleman, Thon. 

II DEFEl~SE COUNSEL (Lt. Wahler) : Let tho rocord indicate 

Ur. Thon. 

Q Do you know Ur. Kirschbnum; he's the sixth .gentlfman. 

sitting at the prosecution I s table? 

A The sixth ono? 

Q Yes. 

lJEF~SE COUNSEL: (Lt. Wahler) ·Sta.nd up, please. 

(Whereupon Mr. Kirschbawn, a member or the prosecution, 

l 
J 

stood up as requested.) 

A Yea, I remember the gentleman. 

Q · When did you last speak to Ur. Ki~schb1um? 

A I think that was day before yesterday. 

-'\'::( , ----' DEFF.JlSE COUNSEL (Lt . Wahler): That is all, I have no ·-v further queotions.' 
PRFSIDE2l'l': Court will adjourn untU eight-thirty 

tomorrow morning. 

('.'n1ercupon tho court adjoumad at 1200 hours.) 

·.· -:··· · 
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IN llE UNI 1ED STA 1':S OF AME RICA VS . HEINZ ,O!Wlll)T 

STIPUL A'l'ION 

IT IS HEREBY STIPO'LA'ft:D All> AGREED by and bebreen the 

a.tt.orneys for the proeeoution a'!Xl. the attornoye for the defense , 

that upon the trial of Ober•turm!\tehrer 

HEINZ '.l)HH!RDT, Company Collll\aider, .1.lth Co, 

Srd ~S P&. Grenadier Bn. , L.S.S.A.H., aooosed the following 

faota will not be diaput.d1 

1. That in the ...-ioinity of S:tavelot on 18 December 1944 

Lt. 'lbmhe.rdt was woua::!ed, 

2 , Th.at on the 22 Deearnber 1044- Lt. Tomhardtwas aent to 

the rear and at Stadtkyll / Oe r !Dl'ey wa• put on a 

hoapital train and arrived on 25 Deoem.l,er 1944 at the 

hoapital at A'I"l'ENOORN / Wutt ,, where he remained until 

l February 19'5 • 

DA'IED 8 llay, 19"6 , 

~.:?!.~~.k.Ck~J-
CBIEF COUlflEL FOR OIJFENSE 
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