
"k.'t ..--····· 

~Military Court,
f 

DACHAU, GERMANY 

efonce Counsel 

fl!>'• ··~~~~~:·~:!lll1l· 
Members o1 Courts 

CASE RECORD. 
IAAl.!JEDL VOLUUE XI/Pages 22So---:--252S Incl. \'.'. 

~-'-'..:_ Prc;;;;;;;tor.,.I.t..:Cl!~..IDJR'.!'.Qll~ ...!lJ,i,i~....... __...._ -
_COL...WILLIS..ll...Ev.EB.m..JR~ 

•General 
Place 

Accused 

' Acldress __________ Sex _____ Age _____ 

Firsr C ergo Soco:1 C arge 



RECORD OF TESTIMOU .Y 

in trial or 

THE UNITED STATES VERSUS VALENTIN BERSIH l!lr AL 

B7 

OESERAI, MILITARY OOVERJll.lJ<NT COtmT 

tried at 

DACHAU GERMANY HGIHllING 16 MAY 1946 

VOLUME XI - PAGES 2280 - 2628 • INCL, 

27 JUtrn 1946 - 0830 houra TO 29 JUNE 1946 - 1156 houre 

TESTIMONY 

WITHE~: Direct Redirect· Recroee~ ~ 

VAGATHER, BENltO (recalled) 2280 2286 

ilSOBER, IIERID!RT 2287 2289 

!;REARM• ROLF 2291 2296 

MULL.ING, JOHA!lli 2296 2300 

SCHRANZ , JOSEF 2303 

WJJ, ERWIN 2306 3308 

BUTH, FAUL 2318 2319 

KRAJEWSKI, JOHAllll 3320 2322 2326 

_,,.,. / 09LTZ, HEINZ .(recalled) 2326 2331 

:Bru:uu' ALBERT 2333 2336 

REINBOLD, .FRITZ 2337 3340 

MAlnlITZ, kJRI, 2342 

' GERWIOK i ALBERT 2344 2346 

-~ SIEVER~ I FRANZ 234a 3364 

'l'ROTt, OSUR 2387 

" .~1:E I RUDOLi' 2388 

OOLDSOIIM!DT, ERl!ST 3399 2401 2404 2410 

.,.-:-- • MO,TZl!J:!M '. .lmOII 2436 2441 
2427 



A I did not under stand tho quution. 

Q lf>ll, will you repeat it (to the interpreter). I think' 

i t W!UJ plain. 

('nhereupon th~ interpreter repea.ted tho quoation.). 

A No. 

Q You know where tho first a.id station wo.a between Stoumont 

and LaGleir:e? 

A I didn1 t know that, no. 

PROSECUTION (CA.PT. SHUMACUlt)1 No further .4uestiona. 

DEFEHSE1 Nothing further on rediroot. 

PRESIDENT, Any questions by the Court? 

EXAl!INATION BY TBE COURT 

QUESTIONS BY TBE LAW L!E!!llER1 

Q Did you see o.ny ottiaors at the Croaa-Roe.de when you reached 

it? 

A Ho, I did. not see any ottioers 11.t the Crou-Road~· 

Q Did you see Sgt. Sohaeter o.t the Cross-Roads? 

A Sgt. Schaefer was not at t~o Croes-Roads1 I didn't see him 

either. 

() Q Did you see Sgt. Bode at the Croeoroade? 

A No, 

Q ffllen Billoeohetr:ky was ahooting 11.t the prlconers of war, 

did Altkrueger give him any orders to stop shooting? 

A Billoaohetdcy did tho shooting imon we were atii l driving, 

nnd he, himult, e toppod. 

Q Do you know -.ho Billoaohetzky ia now? 

A I don'-t, no. · 

PRESIDBHI'i Any other queetiona by 'the Court? . Appa.rently 

nono, the witnese is exouaed. 

{l'lheroupon the exoused w:1 tneoa wi thdrel") 

!'RESIDENT: ':he Court will adjourn until 9"830 Monday morning. 
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QAMP DACl!AU, ~ 

. 27 JllliE 1946, 

Marumro SESSIOH 

(Whereupon court reconveiie_d at 0030 houri.) 

PRll:6IDDT1 Take aeata. The oourt will come to order. 

PROSECUTIO!h Ma.T it :R].eaae the court, let the record 
. ' 

ebov that all membera of the Court, all members ot the Proaecution 

with the exception ot Lt Col Crawford, vho 1e abaent on ~aineu of 

the proseCUt1on and Captain llyrne, vbo baa_been excused b7 verbal 

orders of the Commanding General, all membera of the defenae Vith 

the exception of Dr. UUing and Dr~ Leer, who Jae absent on busi­

neaa ot the defense, all the defendants and tho reporter are present. 

DDDSI C0UDSIL1 The defense recalls llenno Agatber who 

wae on croae e:mmination by the proaacution. 

B!mO AOATHER, a witnue for the detenae, vaa recalled and 

testified further tbrollgh an Interpreter ae followll 

(1fherwpon the queat~ona, anawera · and other proceedin&e 

were interpreted to the acouaed and German counHl.) 

PROSEOU'l!I0N& !l!he vitneae ia reminded that he 1a 1till 

under oath. 

CROSS EX.ll!IHA!?IOH 

~STIOHS BY PROSliotJTIOH (Capt, Sbumacker) 1 

Cl, .tcather, le it not t'rue that the interrogator at Sohvabilch 

• Ball wanted an a.dminion and a 1tatement from 7ou-:-

OAPTJ.lN SlltJHa\CDll (to the Interprehr) I You had bette~ "' 

tran1late it,.. if :,ou will. It h a long aenteno1. 

Cl (Continuing)-to· the effecit. that ..!l'omhard.,t bad made a IPHCh 

to the men. of ,-our compa.JlT ordering that; no prhonere were to be taken 

or )hat ;pr1~on~rs were to be ,bot? 

· • J. 0 Tea. . ' 
"i Q. le ·1t not al10 true that' 7qu_were acouaed to tom: face b7 
\, 

0 
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Arm.111 Hecht, one ot the aecuaed,lfo. 21 1 an4 :rrttt llau another. accuaed, 

!lo. 46, of having shot pr11oner1 of war along with them in La Olehe 

on 18 December l944t 

MR. STROBG1 Objeotion. May I respeotful.17 point out to 

the Court Section 17 of the Millt8r7 Oonrnment Rules under vhich 

~ person other an &CC\18ed mey be required to b91t1ty before a 

Military 0oveI1lJDent Court, and vh,' no witneas ehall be required to 
0 

intimidate himaeltf Kq I reapectful17 aelc the court to instruct 

the vitne aa accordinglyl 

0.AP!l!AIN SHOMAOKE!h If the court pleaee, we are juet 

,atking ihe vi tneas the subject of the interrogation. Ve concede 

that he did ~ot participate in the &hooting. 

I.Alf MD(BElh irhe objection 11 overruled• 

.Q.1JESTIOl!S BY PROSECUTIOI! (Oapt. Shumaolcer)I 

~ W'1ll ;you please answer ~ queationt 

A Tes., 

Q, '?he interrogator wanted an 'admiuion from you to the 

effect that what these tvq men claimed wae true, did he not? 

J. Tee • 

Q Despite the alleged mietreatment that you had, that Jou 

undervent according to Jour teuti110117, JOU did not write a a~ataent 

that 'l!ombardt had said no prieonere vould be token or that priaonere 

wonld be tbot, did. Joul Tou did. not write aucb a 1tateaentl 

J. I wrote one 1tatezent that wa1 given back to me Yith the 

remark that it wa1 all liea. 

Q I 1q you did not write a •.tate11ent to the effect that 

!l'omhardt aaid no priaonere vould be taken or that prhoner1 would be 

1hotl 

.A I didn1t write that. 

Q Tou did 1:ot write a atataent that 70u had partioip~t.~ 
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in any •hooting ot prbonera or var in La Glehe on the 18 December 

1944 or an;, othttr dey, did 7out 

.A. Yes. 

Q You did write auch a statement or 7ou 414 not vrt te auoh 

a 1tatemantT 

A No. 

Q You ware nrat interrogated, 1 believe you said, on or 

about 6 March 19461 11 that correct? 

A Tea. 

Q And 7ou were laat interrogo.ted on the 28 March 1946? 

A I can't Ba:,- for aura. 

Q. Well, that h about right, hn1 t itt 

A 1 don't lcnov. 

Q. And :rou voren1t interrogated again until after 70u got to 

Dachau on or about th~ 4th drq of 'June 1946 when 7ou wrote thh 

ata.tement about which ;you were interrogated 7ester~t 

A I think I vo.a interrogat8d later too, for I onl.7 left 

Schwabi aoh Hall on .April 17. 

' 
Q. Well, you do know that froin the 17th of April until 4 June 

7ou veren 1 t interrogated by &Jlfbodf from the proaecut1on, don't 70u? 

A Tee, here in Dachau. 

·~ You were interrogated between the time of your arriTal 

and the 4 June i946l 

.&. Te•• 

Q. Who interrogated 7o~f , 

J.. Vell, ·1 don 1t know. 

Q. Ho member ot the ~ro11cution interrogated 70~ between the 

tb.e of 7our arrhal. and the date ;rou made thll 1tate11.ent, did the7t 

.&. ·1 beg 7our pardon. 

Q, ~ I ·,~ no member ot th-, pro110utlon interrogated 7ou between 

the date of 7our arrhal at Dachau and the date 7011 lll&d.e tb.11 ,tat~ 
• I!' .. 
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ment 7ou referl'ed to 7eater~ dated 4 June 1946? 

J. Tea, I vae interrogated. 

Q. Who interrogated 70~ between thoae datell 

A I think 1t · waa the fo-arth gentleman from the right 

here (indicating). 

Q. Do ;you know what he asked you about? 

A About m,. teetimo~ with the defense. 

Q, You had already been talked to by the defense at that 

time; 1a that oorreot't 

J. Tea. 

Q, And then he queattoned 7ou with roepaot to that interro-

gation, 1e that rightl 

A Tea. 

Q, J.nd then 1omatima after that you were interrogated b7 Lt 

Perl on 4 June and dgned thia statement about vbich you were exam­

ined 7eaterda;yt 

J. Tea. 

Q, Is what you told Lt Perl, 11 that rightt Are the oontenta 
/ 

of th1a atatement which 7ou elgned dated 4 June 1945 1 about vhioh 

7ou were questioned 7eaterdq, nb1tnntiall7 the 1a11e as ~he ato17 

you told the detenHl 

A I didn't understand. that 4U:9ltion. 

Q, Do you lcnow what the oontenta of thia atatament are dated 

4 June 1946, about which you were examined :,eet~rdayt 

A toa. 
•· 

Q Do you remember wbat you told tb.e detenH when :,~u _were 

interrogated pri.or to writing that 1tatu.en.t, prior to ~ignlnf: tb&t 

ata.tementt ,.. 

.a. I don't ru.eJaber the . eXAOt vorde. 

Q. I U1 ~u:ing 7ou 11' the oon.tent1, ot thle etatement oheok. ~ 
It ' • - (' 

. all l!IPortant datatl•' wtth the 1atoraat1on 7ou gaTe the 4ef'enH, .or 
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d.1d :,ou tell the defenee one etor,' and the proaecutlon a different 

1tor,t 

J. !l.'bat 1a not correct what 1 put in that 1tatemant I signed. 

Q h it the •am.a thing 70u told. the defense or 11 it diff-

erent fron vbat 7ou told the d.efenHt 

A It h the 1am.e I told the defense. 

Q In other word.a you told the defenae also that 7ou did.n1 t 

attend !1.'olllhardt 1 B speech, ie thnt correct? 

A Yea. 

Q. So then you lied to both the defenae and the proeecutionj 

1a that right? 

A At that time I lied to the proeeoution. 

Q. When Lt Perl talked to 7ou on· 4 June , ~afore 7ou signed 

thh statement he talbd. to 7ou in tba barracks where :,ou ware liv­

ing at that time, did be not? 

A About vhatt 

Q About thh statement that :,ou Sllgned later on? 

A lfo. 

Q Where did he talk to :,ou, in the proaeoution1 a oftica 

right ·ouhide the court room? 

A What do you mean, the pro11aut0r or the defenH oounaelf 

Q, I am talking about the interrogation conducted by Lt Perl, 

lit ting here at the prosecution table (pointini), on 4 June 19461 

.A That wa1 outside the court room here. 

Q. Ad ~t the t111.e 7ou dgned. the 11tateaent two ot0 70~ 

comradH were in_the room vi th :,ou and. al.lo a guard.; 1a that not 

true! 

J. T9a. 

· Q, ~d. ,You and. 7our oth~r tvo oomrac!es were ,worn to the 

statement 7ou 11.ad.e b7 Lt Perl; h that not t1""11el 

J. We' tiret had te 1ign the 1tatement and were then ew'!rn. 

J.n4 7ou were eworn. to thh atahaent about which 7ou were 



eDJDined 78st.ar~. dated 4 June 1946? 

A Tea. 

a&PTAIN SHIJMAO!Ji:lli lfothin,; further. 

REDirum liXAIIIIIA!rIOII 

'<lJESTIOIIS BY DEl'EIISE (Mr. Strong): 

Q. When you signed that 1tatement whioh prosecution shoved 

to you, which 1a dated 4 June 1945, are the contents ot this 

statement true or incorrect t 

OJ.PTAIN SHUMA.CKER: I! the court please, there 1B no 

statement that has been mentioned in court that is dated 4 June 1946. 

1 believe counsel ia mistaken as to the date. 

LAIi MEMBER: 1946. 

MR. STRONG1 1946; I am lorry. 

A No. 

qt)ESTIOIIS llY DEFEIISJ: 61fr. ·strong) (Oontinued)z 

•• 
Q. Do 7ou remember the.t 7ou were called to the otficea of 

the defense aa early aa M,q 1946, at which time you were interrogated 

about certain phaaea of the so-called Eif'el Oftenaive? 

OAPTAIB SBUMAOKEB.1 If the court pleaae, I object to the 

· queation aa b_eing leadin,;, aa telling the WitneH vben ' be was called 

· for ,eDWination, what wa.s told ,him ""!'d what he said. ' 

PRESID~, Will the Rep0r : er read that and iu;,ve it trans-
1 

lated? 

•(Whereupon the Reporter read the laat question.) 

OJ.P,T.UN SBtJ?tAOIEB.1 Will 7ou read the objection, please? 
. . , . 
(Whar e,;zpon tha' Reporter reed ':h~ 'obj9otiori made" b7 _Oa.,t .-

Shumacker to the laat ·queat19n.) 

wa.• S'l!ROllG& I Will ,retr~a. \ ha qU,&stion: 

·'!IJll~TIOJr,1 ll! D11FE!1SJI (~, •Strong\ (Oonti;,~d) I 
, . . 

Q. ,.. Do you remsmber .when 70u were call: d for the' t i r St , tim8 to 

the officea of the def enee? ,· 
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A lfo. 

Q Do you reme~ber with whom you talked first from the defense? 

A I think with this gentleman here (indicating). 

KR. S~NO: Let the record ahov that the lf: tnese pointed 

to O~ptain lfarvid of the d~f'ense ataff. 

'<1)ESTIONS BY Dm'llliSll (Mr. Stro,g) I 

Q When you did tel.k to Captain ?larvid and he aaked ;you aeveral 

que1tiona, did you tell him at that time the truth? 

A No. 

MR. S'I!R0N01 I would like to repeat that question baoauae 

I don 1t know that the witness correctly understood it. 

PRESIDEN!l'1 !translate that. 

(Whereupon the Interpreter translated the remarks of Mr. 

Stro,g.) 

OAPWN smJMA.OKER: It the court please, I think the witneH 

understood the question, and rather than auggeat the answer that 

counsel wonts I would suggest if there ii any queation that the vit­

neaa_be asked .if he understood the question• 

PRlllSID'.&HT: IJ!he Reporter will rend the question. You will 

translate it to th~ witn&as. 

A. .. w;11; I .don1t re11ember what I talked. about, what i talked .. (, . 
tO the Captai n. about. 

qDJISTIOBS BY, DEJllllSlll (Mr. Stro,g) (Oont 14) 1 

Q, . Do 7ou remeU•r to ' ha.Te talked to me?., 

A. · Vi\h thia gentleman, 7e1~ 

Q. . Do 7ou remember what he talked. to 7ou· ab·out? 

A Tea, 

Q, Did 7~u .&t that tlm~ tell -me the ti-ut; T 

+ 'Yea. 

xa; S!IRO!G1 '?hat 11 all, · · 

,•, QAPT.U!t smhu.an1ti Bo further oro•~· 



PBESIDENT: Are thero any question• by the Court? .Apparent­

ly none, the v1 tne ae i a exouaed. 

(Whe'reupon the ;,itneee • ,• exouaed and vithdrev 1'rom the 

court room.) 

Dm'DSE COUNSIL: The defense calla a, i h next v1 tneee 

Herbart J'iacher. Mr. Strong on behalt of the defenoe 'rill fi"onduct 

the direct examination. 

BJilBl3ER1' J'ISOBER, a witness for the defense, waa dul7 ,worn and 

testified. through ant. Interpreter aa follova1 

(Whereupon the queationa, aI1.awara and other prooeedinga 

were interpreted to the German oounael and to the accueed. ) 

DIREO~ EXAMIJIA!rIOII 

qlJE~IODS .llY m:l'EIISE (Hr. Strong) I 

Q, J'iaoher, will you pleaae give ua your full name? 

A Herbert .Adelbert J'iloher. 

Q. What ie 7our mili taey rank? 

A Unteraoharfuehrer I aergeant. 

Q, .lre 7ou at preaent a priloner of war being confined in 

Daohauf 

A Yea. 

Q. , !ro what milit8l'7 unit did you belong at the time of the 

10-oalled Eitel OffeneiTa in December 1944 8Il.d in January 1946? 

A The 11th OompBD7 of the 2nd Panser Grenadier Regiment. 

Q Who waa 7011r comp~ oo.~ert 

.l lot Lt, Tomhardt. 

Q Do you rei:aember whothe.r or not Lt . !romhardt YH vounded? 

.l t,.. ·: 
Q. J>o ~ou rem.ember when he va, vounde~? 

A Te1, in the morning houri of the 18th. . . . 
q," ~t 7ou 181' the lBt~ , J'oiJ mean 18 ])ea ember 1944,? . .. 

,(.1 •• •Toa,.. i e D60•ber 1944. 
0 

llo 70u. rerteaber when and vhere 7ou met 
0 

!romhardt on the . 

-, . . 2287 



A In the wounded oolleotin,g point 1n Stavelot about noon ot 

the lBth. 

Q. How long did 7ou atB.1" with him at that time? 

A ll'ntil the fall of Wk on the evening of the 18th. 

Q. Did Tomhardt, a11 far as 7ou know, give any orders or take 

part in' ~ action from noon of the 18th of Deoom.bor 1944 until tho 

afternoon of 19 Deoemb'er 19441 

A llo. 

~ · What did he do! · 

A He vaa lying wounded in the aamo houae I vaa in. 

Q. What did you and Tomhardt do on the afternoon of 19 December 

19441 

A When it got dar!c on the 19 Deoember 1944 'l'omhardt walked 

in~o mr room and said he would attempt to reach the aid atation. 

aakad him to take mo along and he did take me along and 10 vhen it 

got 4arJc . on 19 December ve left in order to reach the aid 1tation. 

Q. When did 7ou reach the regimental aid 1tationl 

A At about 6 p.m. on the 19th. 

Q Waa Tomhardt with 7ou at that time? 

A Tea .. 

Q. What happ'!ned there. 

A I waa pre11nt in the 1ame rooa vi th ro:-iw-dt there. treated 

b:, Ka.Jor I Dr. Bickel. 

Q. Bow. long did 7ou and Toabardt atq thel"e! 

A In ihe evening of the 19th I va, put in one &11.bul~cO 

together w1 th Tbahardt ·and moTed baolc to tM main aid atation about 

20 m; to the rear. 

q, When did 7ou reach the m!-1-n aid 1tationt • • 

A In ~the morniDg hours pf the_ 20th. 

q, ~t happened to ,7ou and !om&.ar":,t •at the ~n aid ata,ttonl 

A I wa~\ reated in one rooa. together vi th '!l!om.hardt. 

I 



0 

'!hat vaa. on the 20th of December 1944? 

J. 20 December 1944. 

And did 70~ atai together a:rterward1 or what alee happened? 

J. I got •1eparated from 'l!omhardt there. 

MR. ST?10BG1 Your vitneaa • . 

CROSS l!IXAMIII.I.HO!! 

~STIO!!S Fr PROSECUTI0!!1 

Q. l'ilcher, 7ou aq you aaw Dr. Sickel in Stavelot on the 

evening of the 19th of December 1944? 

A. Sickel. 

Q. Who vaa the regimental aurgeon or the doctor ;rou 1~ 7ou 

aawl 

A Bot in Stavelot. That vu.a at a villq:a bohind Stagelot. 

Q. Which direction from Stavalot vaa it? 

.A. 'l!o the rear of our route of advance. 

Q. Waa 1t veat of Stavalot or eaat of Stavelott 

A I can~t 1q tor aura. 

http:l!IXAMIII.I.HO
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Q Q • Ylhat was the next to;-m closest to tho place 

you, snxr Dr . Si ckel? 

A A lit tle t01m about J or h kilometers to the 

rear of Stavelot. 

Q \'iill you step over here to Prosecution Ex.hibit 

Number P-J and point out where you saw Dr. Sickel? 

A Yes. 

(\Jniercupon the witness left the Witness stand 

and took a position near the map Proaecutfon Bxh:lbit Uwnber J.) 

I ndicating Stavelot on ~he map Prosecution Ex­

hibit Humber .J, whore did you tiec Dr .Sickel?_ Do you see 

L.illloizo on the map? 

A I don 't know LaGleizo, It must have been about 

hore (indicating) -- a.long this road towiu-d~ the rear. Those 

houses were all here (indicating). 

PROSECUTION: Let the record show the 1ritncss.. 
.indicates the Village oi' Vaceix or _Lodemez. \_ 

1You may m:£~o your seat, 

(i'lhez:eupon the \·rltness reswaed. the vdtnoss StRnd ,) 

QUESTiotlS BY PilOOECUTIOII: 

Q Did Dr. Sickel c,'lriy a weapon at that time? 

A llo, ha did not wear a belt even. 

Q Did he have a red cross inaignia on his helmet? 
I 

A He dicln. 1 t wear a helmet. He did not wear Qlly 

head gear. 

Q Did he trear any red cross insf.cnia at al.1? 

A I can I t remember. 

Q On the l ~th, when you a a;r Tomhardt, were you 

always with ~ in his t presence? ., 
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A Uo, I mm in another room. 

EilOOECUTIOU: Ho other questiono . 

DEFEHSE COUUSEL: Ho redirect . 

PneSIDENT: C)ueations by the Court? Apparently 

none. 'Tho Wi tncas is excUDod. 

(Whereupon the \'ti tness was excused ol.Jld Yd thdrclT from 

the courtroom.) 

DEFENSE COUl/SEL: Defense calls as its next 

witness Rolf Ehrhardt. Dr. Wieland on beh.1lf of the Ccfen!:lc 

,rill conduct tho direct exar.tl.nation . 

ROLF mmHARD'l', a witness called by the Defense, after 

being' first dul)' sworn, testified through an interpreter as 

i'ollcms: 

(Whereupon ths qIX?stions I answorD and other proceedings 

were interpreted to the Oonnan coum1cl and the accused.) 

DIREC7' E:u\L!IIIATIO!I 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COlnlSEL (DR. WIELAND ), 

What is your name? 

A Rolf 'Ehrhardt. 

_Q Ha.-, old are you? 

A 22 ye~rs old. 
0 

Q • Are you a.t tho present titr.c a prisoner of war . 

in D.ichnu? 

A "Yes. 

Q i'Jmit was your rank on 'the 16th or Dece~ber 1944? 

A Rottenfuohrer, Co1•poral. 

Q What unit wore you with during th'e Eifel or.: 

tensive? 

A,. \7ith tha 7th Company Pan~or Regi.Jnont ,. 

Le;f.bs~darte . • • 

(Fisch~r-Cros·s) 
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Q What wCre your duties on the 16th or Ieccmber 

19W,? 

A I was chic!' driver in the 6th Company. 

Q Who Tt-23 your Company Commander? 

A My Comany Conunnndur wa3 Captain 10.ingelhoefer. 

Q Did you participate in tho Ei!'el Offensive? 

A Yes. 

Q Where Ttcrc you prior to the beginning of the 

Eifcl Offensive? 

A In tho area. of Eusld.rchen . 

Q D:i.d anybody make a 3peoch to tho cornp;.ny there? 

A Yes, company orientations were held. 

Q Who hel d thoae orientations? 

A Captain Klingel hoefc_r. 

Q Where ner e they hold? 

A In n room in a restaurant • 

Q \That was the contents of thia orientation? 

A !J.atters conc?l'nine the motor vehicles wero dia -

cussed, J):llrticularly driving in winter and in the mountains. 

Q D:i.d these (?rientations have tho sutiject of , 

priaonors of war also? 

A No . • 

Q Was it e 'Vor mentioned in these orientati~ns that 

prisoners of w.r wore to be ·~ho L? 

A No. 

Q Was ·it over hinted to tho offoct that prisoners 

of ,rar wore not to bo made, wore simply to be shot? 

A· ii,,"thing was , said about , that, , • 

Q. \\bere were you immodiatoly prior to" the otf~nsive?' ,' 

(Ehrhlrdt--Direct) 

http:cornp;.ny


•• 

•• 

A \'le were in the area or Blankcnheim and 

Schrnidthoim. 

Q When·\ ,as that? 

A 'l1lat. was on the 15th of December. 

Q Did anybody make a speech to you there? 

A Ho. 

Q Did you talk t o Klincelhoefer immediately prior 

to the offensive? 

A Yes . 

Q Is it correct that you wore his driver? 

A Yes, I was Captain Klingelhoefer•s driver. 

Q \'/hat was tho subject of tha.t conver:iation? 

A Shortly before l eaving, Captaitl Klingelhoefer 

told me he had found out several !;hinge about our own 

atrength. He told me that we -intended to reach tho llaas 

within three days, that 2,000 nirplanoD rrould be supporting 

us, thg,t also several infantry ·divisions Yfould atbck to­

gether trith us and that 400 ba.tteries ,,ere available to us • 

Q Did he s·ay anything in that connection concerning 

the .existence of a secret ord,cr .i.ccording to "which prisoners 
·, . . . . . 

of. ,,-ar were to bo shot in c~mbat? 

A No, he didn 1 t say anything about that. 

Q Do you still lmow where Klineelhoefer wao coming 

from trhen ho had that converoation with you? 

A , Klingelhoefer had returned from a conference with 

t~ Battal~on Commander just • short ·,Ttdle before • 

• _Q Did you yoursoll' take prisoners of -~? 

A Yes • 

. Q Can you "tell us· where ~~d _when.. ~~t happened! 

(Ehrhardt-Direct) 



·•• 

A Once on ths 17th in Bi.iellingcn and· once from 

tho nif!ht of the 20th-21st near LaO!eize. 

Q Was JUingelhoofer ,nth you then too? 

A Yes, JQ.ingolhocfor was ,nth mo. 

Q Did he ace tho prisoners? 

A Yes, Klineclhocfcr naw the prisoners. 

Q How do you Ima,, that? 

A Klingelhoefer told me in l3uellincen that I was 

to direct the prisoners who vrere tlrivinc .i.n ambul.i.nce to go 

tov1ards Honsfcld and in the other case in LaGleizc .I took 

tho i:risoner to JQ.ingclhocfcr, 

Q Did he .!lay anything at that time that there really 

was ;in order accordi.nc to which these prisoners \'(ero to be 

shot and you ought to let him go? 

A No, Captain Klinr.:olhoefer did not say anything 

about that, He ordered me to talrn tho prisoner to ' the 

Regiment:tl Command Post, 

Q Have you bacn interrogated ::ibout this matter once 

before? 

A Yes, 

Q By ,rhom? 

PROSECUTI~ : Ii' tho Court please, ,ie obj~ct 

to this line or queationin(i as ·incompetent and irrelevant. 

It ,_. has no bearing on the isou.es in this case or the g\lut 

o/~ocence of these accused. 

LAW LIElJBER: What is the PurPose or this ·11ne · 

or. queJ3tioning, Doctor? 

0 DR. YII~.AND: I conaid~r it necessary tha.t the~ 

• credibility or tho witness is ihvesti~ated in suCh a case, 

p.:i.rticul.arly since the witness told me previously that h~ 
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LIi.~'/ MEl!BER : Oi' .course, the credibility ~°-f t~s 

Yritness is not in issue yet. If tho credibility is put in 

issue, that will be the time to bring it up. The objection 

is sustained. 

DR. WIELAND : That is all. 

CROSS D'.Af.\IIIAT IOll 

QUESTIONS BY PHOSECU TIOH: 

•• 
Q ,Ehrhardt, on the 17th of December, did you go 

by the crossroa.ds north of Engelodorf? 

A Yes. 

Q i'ihat time was it that yon passed the crossroads? 

• 

~A I t m1s about noon, approximately one o'clock. 

Q How. many prisoners of war did you see there? 

A I saw about 30 prisoners of .rar thcire. 

Q \'fore they alive o;r, dead? 

A 'l'hey were alivo • 

Q Whereabouts wore they by the crOssroa.ds? 

• A The priooncrs rrerc standing right next to the 

ro~d on tho right sid~ nnd a little bit further da,m on the 

•left. 

•• Q 

the road as you .p7oc~oedod tam1.rds Enceladorf ? 

• A Only imme':1a.tely at thJ ~f ossroada .· · I cli.'¥1 1\ 

see any other prisoners • • 
• ~ .. ;J 

Hcro1 long did you stop at i.ho 
0 
croaa~ oads7.. . 

0 
I d,;1..dn 1t stop at~ the cr~nroads /tsCli'.~. . 

0 

q · V~ere•~Oll: • did y011 •:,op? . 
· A I tirSt stayed in front of the crossroads, for 

o • I 

a ferr minutes and then 150 meters 10n the' othcr aide of tp.e 
41 
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• I 

• cros~roads •. 

Q Ilow long did yOu s~y on the other side of 

the crossroads? 

A We stopped for a very short t ime only. 

Q Ha;r long? 

A Maybe one or two minutes. 

Q Did you _hear any firing while you were stopped? 

A . !lo • 

Q Did you hear :my before you stopped or after 

you started? 

A No. 

Q What time did you reach Engelsdorf? 

A I can ' t say the exact time., it must have been 

'about two o'clock. 

PROSECUTIOU: No further cross cu-:amination. 

DEFENSE COut!SEL: . l10 thing further on radirect • 

PRF.BI~HT: Any questions by tho Court? Ap-

• parently none. The witness iB excused• 

(Whereupon t he wi tnesa was ~xc~sed and rrl thdrew from 

· tho-courtroo~.J_J 

" °, 
0 

DEFE?lSE CCUl~ EL: D8 _rens.e ..calla. as its next 

rritness J;h~ ~uJ.llng ." . . D_; · Wfeland on beh~lf of t ile fu.rensc 

will coflduct the direct examination. 

JOlWm MULLilKl; a l-ritlless ., cal.lod by the Defense, atter •" 
~ D o Q o • o 

beinC first duly sworn; tostl.fied ' tht ough all\ in'terproter as 
, ~ I• • 

.•follovts: 
•• C • . . . / ~ . 

• · (r~Crcupo.1 1!1e qu~s tions: ans,roI'a and other ·proccedingo 

were interpreted to th~ Ger mo.n counsel and the accua; d. •) 
' Q D ,.f 

' ' 



• • 

DDIBCT EXAl!Il!ATIOU 

QUESTIOUS BY DEFE!ISE CCUllSE:L ( DR . 1;1ELIJID): 

Q 'What is your nrurio? 

A Mulling, Johann. 

Q Ha,, old lll"O you? 

A 21 yea.rs . 

Q Aro you at tl~e present time a prisoner or war 

• in D.ichau? 

• A Y8 s • 

Q tn1at was yoUl· r.mk on the 16th of December 19L4? 

A Sturmi:oann., Pfc. 

q Vlhat unit were you with during the Eifel Of-

fensive? 

A 7th Panzer Companl Panzer R0gi.ment Humber 1 • 

Q Who was your company commander? 

A JG.ingelhoefer • 

Q \'fuo w.i.a your platoon :In ader? 

A Rchagel . 

'Q Did you participate in the Eii'el Offensive? 

A Yeo . 

Q , Whore were you boforc ' the Eifcl Offensive started? 

• ,. ~ . In ·Dl:fesheim. 0 

Q Did anybody tho"re ,p1ake a speech .to the c.m.pany? 

A . Yes . 

,,Q rnio m'ldo thnt speecl!.? .. 
• l ,i, ..... 

Klir_lgclh0Cfe~. • 

:Q· \tfh.a.t Jr.I.~ the f:>~bjoc~ of t~h.lt cpooch? . 

A · T;chnic:U mntt~rs ~bout driving, 1nat'ruction°s 

£or tho driver~, dr~~g ac; oos open ca:i;,try :,;d in tile 

(llulling-Diroct) 
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mountains . 

Q Did t ha t spoech mention priGonero of war ;ilno? 

A No. 

Q Was anyth.inc sai d about pr~sonors of w.xr being 

shot? 

A i:lo. 

Q Was t ha t even hinted a t ? 

A llo. 

Q Where were you i l!lmediately prior to the of-

fens ive? 

A In the .foreot near Dlankcnhoim. 

Q i'/ticn wao tha t ? 

A December 15th. · 

Q Did anybody malto a speech to you thero? 

A Yeo• 

Q n)10 made that speech? 

• /\ Rchagol. 

Q \\11at was the subject of tho apaoch?• . . 
/\ - That the offcnoive would st.art now and that 

that. offensive was to proceed all the way to the coaot.. 

Q 'rn1a t. else did he oay? 

A That the c~bat croup would pave to s t.ay t?-
• • 0gether under all ccnditions, that wo would be supported 

:ind that several divisions would attack, and that we 'would 

. O~· gc·~tinc :a1~ oupr: ort. 

· \ · ·. · · Q. ·~~d · l'!o say a.nything, abou~. ~ho _iiWDber .of ob-.: · · .. ·, 
«: '. ··.P.~~eS: :i,ltl9h ·Would support you? 

"'" .· • • • • 'l ..... · .. ·• ' .. , • ••. 

A° • Y0 s, '.there , w~re to bO ~,ooo airplanes to ·. sU.ppo~t --. 

us. . . 
Q, Did he s;.y ; nythini1 about pr l soners oi .r.Lr•~ 

r- • ~ 
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th.1.t speech? 

A I don 1 t kmr.r a.nything about that. 

Q Did he aay anything a.bout tr isonora of ,r.i.r not 

being taken during this offensive and :ibout their simply 

beinr, shot? 

A !lo. 

Q Did he mention that in the form of a. hint 

JX)rhaps? 

A no• 

Q You said before th:l.t you don't remember th.i.t 

and na,, you oaid you know for sure. ll~·r come l' OU lmow for 

sure? 

CAP'WH SHU11ACKER : \'lo object to that as being 

cross examinatiori of the witness on direct examination. 

PRESIDEUT; Objection overruled. 

QUESTIO!IS DY DEFENSE COU!lSEL (Dn. WIELAND): 

Q Do I h.i.vo to repeat the quostion or did you 

understand 1t? 

A I would have remembered that because that 

ciartainly ,1ould have , been tho first time th;t. anybody 

would h.i.vc asked us· to shoot prisoners or war. 

Q Were you told 'anything about tho existence 

or a accfot recil:111Jnt:ll order ac~ordinc to which Jrisoners 

ci' \Tar w~ro to be shot? 

A Uo. 
' I 

YoU yourl}oli did not take d.ny pris~era, did:: . . .
\;,;t, 

. . . . . . . . 

,· A No. 

DR. WIELAHD: That :fs fil. 

DErnlSE OOU!!SEL: You may crosn examine. 



• 
Ta-?.71 CROSS EL\MINUION 
6/27/46 
eh-l QUESTIOIIS BY PROSECUTION, (CAPT. SHl~!!.CKBR),

::,, 30 

Q You aay you wore not shown or told a.bout a.ny seoret 

regimental ord~r, ordering , tha.t priaonera or wa.r 11'0uld be .ahot7 

A No. 

Q And it you ha.d been aho1m such an order tha.t had been 

Be0r&t·, you wouldn't tell a.bout it, would you7 ... ' I wouldn't have seenany suoh order. 

Q I didn't a.Ilk you that. I aakod you, it you had aeen auoh 

a ' aeoret regimant&l order, you 1'0Uldn1t hll a.bout it would you'l 

A 

Q You· would tell about it'l 

A At tho.t timo I wouldb.tt he.vo told about it. 

Q But you -,,ould toll &bout i-t nowt 

A Yoe. 

Q Now, you wore a gunner in Obora~hartuehrer Dubort' s tank, 

NJ. 716, were you not? 

A Yee. 

Q And you are sure you didn't ta.ko any prisoners, is 1ha.t 

right1 

A Yea, 

Q \lhat jimo did you pa.aa tho Croaa-Roa.ds south r£ Ma.lmedy? 

DBPBNSS (CAPT, NA.RVID) 1 Plea.ao tho Court, the Dofonao 

objects to thia qU8ation because we limited our direct to orders, 

nothing a~ut the' march or the inoident. 

PROSECUTION (CAPT. ~CKm), If the Court }'lletLee , th~ 
. . 

iritnoos teatitied about not taking pr hon.era ot war, a.rd he certainly
• ·o. 

is .talktng· a.bout this "otte081ve, I ha.ve a. right to ask him about 

a.nythin~ we. oh~~ as to. ;.tiore they m.igh: have•ue~ pr~ia:nera ot wa; J 
' _) . '\• . I. . . . ·;; 

,.. ·h·e h;a ·bpemi tho aubjeot. 
;: u ~ ,· • 

0 

• PRESIDKNT, Ob~eotion 1 : overruled. 

!4uUiug - • cro111) 
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PROSECUTION (CAPT. SfiUMACKm.) 1 Will you please r'Jad the, 

last ques!:: ion? 

(lttere,upon the, re,porter rea.d the last question asked by tlm 

·Pr oseo ution.) 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUT.ION ( CAPT. Sl!UMACKER), 

A At o.bout 1600 hours. 

Q How nnny prhonera or wo.r did you see then? 

A I didn't see any prisaiors or war at the Crose-Rc,ads. 

~ m,11, on the right.hand side or the road, about a h·undred 

meters south or the Croseronde, how ma.ey did you see? 

A There were no prisoners there. 

Q How many dea.d Amerioa.n soldiers did you see there? 

A About 20 to ao. 

~ Looked like they had been killed in oa:nbat, didn't they? 

A No. I didn't notice anything in partioul.a.r at that tin,. 

I did notioe there that there Wl\s o. large nunber or them lying all 

in one plaoa. 

Q All pilad up in one heap? 

A Yes. 

Q How long had you been in the Army o. t tha.t time? 

A It was over a year then. 

Q Had you been in oombo.~ previously? 

A Yea. 

Q Dld that pila ot Amarioan soldiers tha.t you aa.w there on 
I 

the righthand aida or tha road a.ppea.r to you to have baen killed in 

oombo.t? 

A W.11, it ha.ppaned quite frequently that se·veral soldiers 

would be lyin~ togetherin one pla.oe, and, on•110annot draw any ~ODOlu-
. " : '. ~ . . ,· ' . . . . ' . 

sions e.s _bo llhat the ·o:1tua.tion .,.5. 

~ Thar~ wiire 20 or 3.0 of the~· i : ~ide a . be.rbe,d. .,,./;~, pa; ture?~. .. 
A ,• I don't know whether ,. it. was A barbed .,lfire .puture. " 

.C!:hil~ing - Croaa) ~ 
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Q You weren't a.t &11 auapioioue wb.,u you saw tho.t group 

or J\merioan aoldieI'a piled up together, were you? 

A No. 

Q It didn't strike you aa being unusual a.t all? 

A Yea, it did. 

Q llhy did it? 

A Booa.uae there- were ao ma.ny of them eo oloae togothor. 

PRD.SECUTIOH (CAPT. SHUMACKER) 1 Tho.t 1a all. 

DEFENSE, Nothing f'urther on redirect. 

PRESIDENT, Any qmationa by the Court? Appa.rently none, 

the witness ia e-x:ouaed, 

(Whereupon the exoueed witneu withdrew.) 

DEFENSS1 Tho Derenee calla a. a ita next witneaa Joaoph 

Sohranz. nr. Wieland, on bohalt or the Detenaa, will oonduot the 

diraot eX"llllin&tion. 

JOSBF.. SCHRANZ, oa.lled a.a a witneao tor tho Defense, being 

first duly aworn teatitied through an interpreter a.a follows 
1 

. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

QUESrIONS BY DEFENSE (DR, WIELA!ID), 

Q l'lha.t ie your namtt7 

A Sohro.nt., Joaar. 

Q Bow old are you? 

A · 'l'wanty.two years, 

Q Are you a.t the present time & priaoner or war in Dachau? 

A Yes. 

Q llhat 'WD.a your ,ra.nlc on the 16th of Deoelllber 19447 

A Privatei. 

~ liha.t ~it .were you · in ~~ring' the Bite 
0 

l ori~aive? 

A lat Panter Regiment,, 7th DCl!Jpa»y. 

Q lila.t·were ;;,ur dutiu on the 16th of D~ emb9r 1944T 

• A Aaaiatant gw'mar, 

_'<Joaol' Sohra~ " D1root) 
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Q nho waa your Canpa.ny Coinnandi,r? 

., A capt. Klingdho~rer. 

Q 'Piho lftl8 your platoon leta.der? 

A 2nd Lt. Rehagel • . 

Q Did you pe.rtioipato in tho Eifol Ot.renaivo? 

Q • Ylhere were you prior to the atart or the Bifel Ortenaive? 

A In Bleishoim. 

Q Did anybody make a apoooh to tho Cc:mpany thero? 

•• 
Q \\ho was that? 

A Ca.pt. Klingelhoefer. 

Q l'elat wt.a the aubjoot or that apeeohT 

A An instruction oonoerning motor vehicles. 

q Did that speech concern priaonera or nr? 

A No. 

• 
Q Wa11 anything said about prisoners ot war bi,ing shot? 

A No• 

Q Wu anything like that hinted at? 

• A No, 

Q Where were you immediately prior to the offenaivoT 

·A In tho Blankenheim t'ore~t. 

'2 mi; n wa.e that? 

A That was Dooem.bor 16th. 
0 

Q • Did anything --did •nybody malco • opoooh th0oro? 

' A Yos. 

Q Who.made thi, epeeohT 

A -~~ ~•· Retiage1:._ ' • 

Q Blat .•• tho •a~bjeot or that ape.:Oht 

1 Th~t a oountorar!'en&ive .would at&rt1 thllt two thousand. . .~ 

s .. brand new airplanea, nn artillery, V•we&p~ona wl~ be suppor'tin; us; 

Sohra.nr. - Direct) 
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Ta-:?71 
oh-5 and that ffll •or& planning on bciing a~ the Lfo•.na ll'ithin threo days, 

\ 
am no priaonera or mr were to bo made in tho ooureo or thia. 

Q Now what do you oonaidor the.t to mean, that "no priaonora 

or war were to be made"? 

A That the ini"llntry, i'ollowing ua, TrOuld receive thl!I prioonera 

of ,,.,. • 

Q l'im.t m.!lde you roaoh that oonoluoion? 

A Because all the states were members of tho Loaguo of No.tiona. 

~ Do you mean to aay .by this, that on the buis of your 

1nstruotiona as a soldier, you W!!l"O not auppoaed to ha.ve dono that? 

ct

• 
PR0S~CUTI0lh If tho Court please, we, object to that a11 

boiXlg lea.ding. 

Ul'UE!JB&B.1 Will you pleaoe explain tha.t to the Doctor. 

("hereupon tho interpreter did as directed,) 

QUESTIONS BY DBFEJISB (DR, WIB!AND) 1 

Q 'fthat did you mean by tha.t'l 

A That tho eta.tea were a.11 members of the League of Nationa, 

which - Gemva League of llations - Wlioh prorldee for the protection 

a1" prisoners or nr• .•, Q Did Ce.pt. Klin,.;olhoeter make a. apeeoh to you 1mmedi&tely 

prior to the oftonaivoT 

A Ho. 

D.F.?ENSE (DR. ~) 1 'l'ha.t ia &llt 

PR0SECUTI0Nf No oroaa· examim.tion• • 

PRES}DENT1 ·Any questions by the Court? There a.pparently 

(Yihereupon the exouaed witneaa withdrew.) · 

DEFENSE1 . :r}le Defense o; lla _a11 -~t1 hext ·wit~~a Lt•. Brwl~·. 

Kaut . Dr. P_rister, o~ be1;8,¥ •r,t the Der; n,·e \ ~11 ~otidu~t t ~e di~,ot 

' .. examination. 



ERWill NA.U, oo.llod e.e a witMss for ' tho Defense, being first 

duly ov.orn, testified through a.n interpreter &s followa1 

DIRECT EXAWHA.TIOH 

QUESTIO!IS BY DEFENSE (DR, PFISTER), 

Q Will you give your full ns.mo? 

A Erwin Ernst Nau, 

Q f;hat was your rank throughout the Eitel Off'ondve'l 

A I was a. lat Lt. 

Q Ylho.t unit did you serve with? 

A In the SS Panzer Regiment i;. 

~ Wore you in oho.rge or tho 9th Panzer lionoor Ccmpany? 

A Yes. I was Ordnanoe Officer in the 9th Panzer Pioneer 

Ccu:pany a.rd la.ter became Motor Officer in tho Regimental lieadqusrtors. 

~ Cnn you explain to the Court when th&.t happened? 

A I ~a sent to tho Pioneer Battalion in July 1940, and wae 

then transferred to the Pa.mer Pio!l.oer CompllDY i n tho Pn.nzi,r Rogllllont 

in Deue:nber 194-2. 

•• 
O. Continue. · 

A In 1943- 144. I was aant to Vienna to aohool, and in Janue1.ry 

1944 I beoame Motor Officer in th8 Regicental lleadqua.rters. 

Q ~t were your d utios a.a Mo~or orrioor? 

A I had o..dminietra.tfvo tia.ski, 1 teohnioal tasks e.nd the tra.ining 

or motor persomutl. 

Q 'Nten did you find out a.bout the start of the Eifii. Offensive? 

A I found t.ha.t out on the morning of the 16th 1 from the 

~egimento.l.. Engineering Offioo.r, lat Lt. Gulden, about tho start or the 

.- Eitol ' of'fens1V8. 

:Q ··· ·· n~ you kno!' ist Lt. Rumpf?.. ::· ·:._ ;·,',,, 

· A · Yu,., very well. . . 
ci : ·:1s"~\UDpr ~rii. ~oua&d in this o, ,ao? 

l Fi fty-tour (54). • ·' 
. · 
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DEFEllSE (DR. PFISTm) ! I would lilco the reoord to ohow 

that he pointod out No. 64. 

~OESTIO)IS BY DEFEIISE (DR, PFISTEl!) 1 

Q Bow long have you known Rumpf? ' Approximately? 

A I ·have known· Rumpf sinoe November 1940. 

Q ~ave you 'rean together with him frequently ever since? 

A Yes, with the exception of .a few schools llhi_oh I attended• 

Q Do you know hi.a well? 

A Yee. 

Q Did Rumpf' ever talk to yt,u about orders to eho~t? 

A No• 

x" mean orders to ehoot ldtioh wnre directed agaill3t Amorioan 

prieontl'l"a or war? 

A No. 

Q Did you hear about euoh orders immedio.~ly prior to the 

Eitel orrenaive? 

A ?lo• 

Q D id you hoo.r o.nything about ardors oaming fran sot?e other 

authorities in ~at some vein? · 

A No, 

Q How_can you ol.e.im that w.ith ,;u much certainty a.a you do? 

A In the first place,· ( w~rked v8ry oloael~ with ~e Adjut:J.nt, 

Capt• Gruhle, and _I would ·certainly have had to i'ind out EL;bout tho 
. . . 

exi atenae or a.ny auoh order. Furth~ore, I ' was, tog,other ,ri. th the . 

Motor, orriaer. on the morning or tho 16th, lt'ho hnd pa"r.tioipa.ted in 

th, •tupply ooni'!Jren0~. in tho night rroin th.• 16th to the 16th, · a.nd who 
1 

, onlY. rop·orted to me ~e noxt morning tha.t wo ha.d t~ as~blish duty 

~eta.~la. whose: dUty it WU. to Clear .~e . r~~8 'rr_an .knookod oUt !tncmY 

:.• ' ~hio"lea, a.nd Wlo h&d aho to., ..,. the ·ones· tha.t 'wer·e still or UH, to 
~ 'o C • • 

the~use or our troops• .. 
', (Nau· - Direot) . 
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Q i oro thore orders - would an order requriDg tho shooting 

or priaonoro .of war in an apon or aooret 1110.rmor a.ppoo.r unuoun.l to 

you? 

A It oertninly would• 

Q woud you, for th.o.t roa.son, have read auoh an order very 

onctly7 

A Yoe. It would have beon aanething very unu11ua.l for u,,. 

Q Did you hear ot any such orders after tho start or tho 

SI.fol orrenaiveT 
I 

A No• 

Q Would &n order of Rumpf, to that otreot, haw boon a uni-•
:I 

latanil action on hh part? 

A I oorta.inly do think so. 

Q Would you oonaidor auoh unilateral aotion pouibio in view 

of your lcnowlsdge ot Rumpf' a poraono.lity7 

A I don't think tha. t Rumpf would take r oaponsibUity upon 

himiseli' to order hie Canpo.ny to ahoot pria~Mrs or war, 

PR0SECUTI0ih{C1PT. SBU!lA.CKER) a If tho CDUrt plea.so, we 

object to tho question and tho answer, and move that it be stricken 

fran ~e record u oxpreaaing an opinion of tho ,ritneoa as to -.hat 

Rumpf would ha.v~ done undor certain oirounatancoa, a.In ae being 1m.. 

. proper. 

Dlm'ENSE1 (OR. PFISTER) 1 I will leave that doohion up to 

tho Court entirely. I , ha.vo no comments to make upon it. 

PROSE~Ji'IOJ! (CAPT. ~CKHR) 1 If it ~le·a.a9 .tho , Court~ 

tha.t 1a ono : r tho main ias\les in tho law auit, as to 'ffflother_·~r 
0 

not o.n offioer acted on orders or hle o,m or whethor he had done . .. 
aQ:D.et.hing on orders fran. highor up ." 

PRESir.3NT1 Tho .objootion is auatAinad ; 

QUESTIONS BY nJ~sE (DR. PFISTER), 
0 

Q Ha...o r•u gpt •ny grounh tor your boliot th•'t Rumpf would• 

(Nau - Dirootl 
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not ha.yo ordered O.ny shootings on hie o,m1 

. PROSBCU'?IOH (CAPT, SBUJlACKffl) 1 It the Court plea.ae, we 

object to tha.t queation on the aame grounds. 

DEFENS8 (DR. PFISTER) 1 Ex:ouaa me, by ngrounda" I mi,an . 

ground.a in his rooolleotion, not in hia belti,f. 

PRESIDENT, The objection is overrulod. 

A I remembor that in the o.rca or Kharkow, in Russia --- I lftla 

a.t th'l.t tilne a.n Ordnance Sergeant in the CQtlpany -- a Russian oivilian 

wano.n 11Ua killed through the negligence .or a. Sorgeant in the Comp11.ny, 

a.nd Rumpf promptly made o. punishment roport on tha.t m~n to Regiment 

in order to stop tha.t aort or undieoiplined flct1.ona promptly. 

DEFENSE (DR, PFISTER) 1 No i\lrther qw,ationa, 

CROSS EXAIIINATION 

QUESTIONS B: PROSBCUTIOll (CAPT. SllUYACKER), 

Q Do you rttmembar now that during this Ruuinn ortenalve 

that you have juat mantioned on direct oxamina.tion, tha.t the town 

of J'eframowlca 1'19.s wiped out a.ad all the inhabitants killed by Rumpf'" 

~th Piomer CcmpanyT 

DEFBNSB (DR. PFISTm)1 I should like to ro.ice &n objeot1on, 

b80&UH nothing lt'&B add &bout this ma.tter in direot extunioo.tion. ihe 

witness merely made a etatsnent about om single person• . 
lAlf MfflBKR.1 The , subject hna be~n op~ned up, so the objeo--

·t1on is ·overi ulod. 

A · I romember that the Russian, in ciivilian clothes there 

atte..oked our poaitiono with" ~Unition in their p~kote, and I knoW 

that tha.t a.t'b.ok w&a repulaed bl~od.uy by us.· A.a to how ni.r it 18 

true that the· ,town wae burned down, . I don't know: 

Q \Teren1 t you there? 

. A No! I wa.ani t ' there myaelf'. 

Q Well'., how do you. kmw aboi.--t tJle ra.ots You juat. related?.. 

(N&u - Cross) , 
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A They were told me by Rumpf, o.rter the atbok. 

Q You didn't see any anmunition in any Russian civiliana 1 

pockets, did you? 

A No. but from the dead bodies we oould see that they were 

oiviliana, that they had no ammunition belts or other equipment anl 

were oarrying the ammunition in their pockets._

Q liow -,,,11 do you know Rumpf, and how long do you know him? 

A I have known Rumpf dnoe Ja.nunry 1940 

Q Do you know hin ha.Ildwriting? 

A Yes. 

Q I ho.nd you a piooo of paper and ask you if you reoogniz:o 

that a.s Rumpf' a awn ho.ndwriting? 

A I oo.n1 t say ffllother -- I oan1t any with oerta.inty, in faot 1 

I would be almost ·willing to say that it h not Rumpf' e ha.ndwriting. 

Q Aro you judging from the app,a.ranoe or the ho.nd:nriting or 

from the contents or 'the ate.temnt'l 

A From the lodcof the handwriting,, 

DEFENSE (DR. PFISTER); I make objootion to this. Thia 

witnosa ie not an expert in handwriting• 

PRESIDENT; ihe objeotl.on ie austaiMd• 

PROSECUTION1(CAPT,, SHUl,!ACKm), Do I underatand tho ruling 

0or tho Court to mean that I oan1 t ask the ,ritneae whether or D.ct ho 

reoognbeu this as R\llllpf' a handwriting? 

QUosuous BY PROSECUTION (CAPT. Sl!UMACXBR), 

Q N!"f, you don't know and. a.ro Unwilling to s:aea.r ld18ther or · 

not this_h -R~pt 1 a hand¢ting, ~11 that poorreot? 

A I havo already stated that I ,1'1'0uld r6.ther oe.y that it ie 

not Rumpf' o hnndwriting than say that it is. e 
1 

PROSECUTIOU (CAPT,, moJ4ACKl3R) 1 It is about jtime tor ~ . 

raoose,, _and I would~lU:e to / ind o.noth.er exhibit and continue with 

(N°e.u .. Crou) 
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the oroa:i examination of this witness. 

PRESIDENT I The Court will reoeu until 1030. 

(llhereupon at 0968 houro tho Court reo1,ased.) 



•• • 

•• 

,0 

(Whereupon court r econvened at 1030 hours .) 

PH.ESIDEN'f: Court will come to order. 

PllOSECU'l'ION: Let the record show, if it plea oe the 

court, that all mernbers of tho court, all members 01' the 

prosecuti~n with the exception of Lt. Col. Crawford, who is 

absent on business ro,· the prosocution, Capt3.in Bymc, who ho. o 

been cxcU!Jed on verbal ordcr.s of the Convna.n~c General, Md l.!r , 

El.owitz who is absent on bu~Jiness for the prosecution, all 

me:nbers of the defense with the exception of Lt. Wahler, Dr. 

Leiling, Dr. Leer, Dr, lle!'tkorn, and Dr. Ro.u, who are absent on 

business for the defcnoe, all of tho defendants and the report.er 

arc present • 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: 'l'he defenae recalls Lt, Erwin Nau. 

PROSE.CUTION: The witness is reminded that he 1o ::itill 

under oath. 

(Whereupon the ,·dtnesa, Erwin Nau, roswned the stand 

and te:Jtified further u:J followw:) 

Cl10SS-EX,~,iillA~'IOll (Continued) 

QUESTIONS BY PIIOSEX:UTIOII (Capt. Shuruacker): 

Q Lt. Uau, I hand you another statement, which is 

Prooecul:.ion I s Exhibit No. P-55 , I ask you if you recognize that 

handwriting and the :Jignaturo on that ato.tcmcnt? 

DR. PFISTER: I object on tha aa.ne groWld upon which 

tho court based ito deciai~n in rejecting the witness I ability to 

distinguiah between handwritings. 

LAi'I llEMBEfl: The court did not sustain the other 

objection on the groWld that the vdtnesa could 1rot be asked whether 

or not he lmew the hnildwriting. Tho witneea can be asked whe t her 

or not ho doen recognize that handwriting. 

A I would al.most :Jay that this ia Rwnpf 1s handwriting but 

I should liko to point out £hut . I seldom l:ad any written 

coonr,Wlications with Rumpf and Ir therefore,- have difficulty in 

recognizin£ his ~andwriti~g. 
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Q Will y~u look ut the :. i gnaturc and state wh ether or 

not it iD Ru.'!lp£ 1 s :Jienature? 

A That might lJe Rwnpf 1s oigna.ture . I remembe r that he 

always wrpte ver-.1 big capitol l etters and the othe!' letters 

comparative~y small, 

Q How I hand you a.Bain the otatonont ubout \'lhich you nere 

c roo!l- CYJ:Lrnined prior 'to the receoo and aok you to look ut t hat 

and compare it with Prooccution 1 s E>:hibit No. P- 55 , 

DEFF1,fSE COUHSE:L (Dr. Pfister): I object and I base my 

objection on the ground that, the witna !Jo is aeain asked to compare 

two hand1·rritingo. 

D~Ei!SE COUNSEL (Hr. Strone;): In addition, thi s quco tion 

calls £or an opinion, 

PROSECUTION {Capt. Shumacker): Ii' tho court pl ea se, 

havm 1t even asked the witnas~ a quootion. I just asked the witncso 

to look at the two !Jt atemento and t o co:npurc the handwritine appear­

i ng on both of the.11 , 

DEi."EHSE COUNSEL (Dr , Pfiotor): Howover, I want t o point 

out thio is ouppos.ed to be a quootion the purpose of which i s the 

man io as Iced to co.11par e the two documents . · 

LAW UEJBER : Supponing we wait and :.;oc what the ne.;.-t 

queDtion is, 

Q And -looking at thooc t wo s t ntc11ento, Lt. Nau, · are you 

nble or not to otate who Do handwriting appears in the writing 

in pencil that · if. the Dtnt emcnt thnt is not Prosecution 1o Exhibit 

P-55. 

D~El'JSE COUUSEL (Dr. Pfiot or): I obj ect on the ~ame 

grounds upon ,~ich the cour t previoualy roi'uocd to have comparison:J 

between handvrrit:lnga ma.de by tho tdtneirn which would be a matter £o r \ 

o.n expert . 

PROSECUTION: (ca.pt. Shumackcr) Ir th~ court plea.Se , 

I'd lilta to be heard on t hi o qdest ion , I'm not .atte.1\!}ting t ~ 
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qualify this wi tness ;s o.'h expert, He testified ori direct 

cxandnation that ho had kno\'m ftu.rnpf £or ocvcral yeuro. He 

also t es tified that he wo.s fi!Irlliar with hi s hand1vr i ti.ng , 

' bef ore he wao shov,n any ntatanent whatoocvcr, I a'll only 

aoldng this ,dtncss if, art. er comparing these s t at ements , he con 

::itate ,·,hothcr or not it is Rumpf 1s handwriting , Any witn ess is 

allowed to ::1tnto that. 1:iuch , If I r eceived a coromunicntion 

written and s i gned by Col. Evcrott 1 C!)ief Defense Counsel, I 

would be penriittcd to state whether or not tha.t 1 s his handwr iting 

it I !mow it wi thout tentifyine as un eJs.-pert. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL ( Dr, Pfi ster): To that it nced::i t o 

be sai <l that , to my rocollectio~1 , the witnc:1s I!a.u did not 

testify that ho knew the h.intlwriting based upon yours of 

acquaintance . Thio opinion or t he prosecution i3 probabl y 

erroneous , 

PRESIDE2IT: Tho objection or the defense i s sustained, 

Q I'll a.sic you whether or not, numpf, in his ccnverso.tion 

with you vrlth reference t o the fight around Jefremowko. mado 

this statoment: 

11In Jefremowka I lived in Uauptstunnfuehr er Ueuske's 
Company o.s there were not enough houses in th e s ection of 
my platoon, ao to my recollection only five or six, 

right "fg i~n~0~'.r~t'ien~r~~~~o:-0: i0r!i/1t~).th: ~~~;o~~h~!w 
n Hauptstunni'uehrer approximately 30 years old with n 
student Is scar on his cheek. 'He was wearing n combination 
of ,·tnite cwnouflnge color and a fur cap , He ca lled me and 
o.skod vlhnt I am doing here , I told him that this was tho 
company CP. The next question was 1\'fno the Company 
Coiwnandor was. 1 He should come to him right away, All 
at this he on.id shoutinc loud. I expected an art;Ull\ent 
between Nueskc nnd this Hauptstunn!'ul!lhrer because or the 1 
tone oi' voice. However, Nueoke controlled him:.olf and 
reported 'On or ders of Moyer this town io to be ·leveled t o 
the c round becauue this morning armed civilians t ried to 
attack this locality. Just in order for you to soe how 
this is dono 1 -- these were his approximate wordo ·-- 1look 

~fdt~~~ i ;,asAju;~a~u~; ~~~~~ eo~~m~~h:ro~~~~s~fdycaro 
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and stresoed tl;la t the company commander would be r e­
sponoibl c for the executi on of this or der personally 
to the Korrrnnndeur (Ueyer). The Obergruppenfuchror 
(by that, Sepp Dietrich was meQ.tlt), woul d be present 
himoelf and woul d be furious :i.t t he f(llsoi o.ns beca.uao 

· or this attack. Ao I l oamed rf.eht ~ter t hat f r o.'l\ 
the meh in the Headquarters Platoon, thin Hauptatunn­
fuehrer shot in a neizhborin,e house two young girls 
approximately 18 to 19 ycar:J old in the :.rune way and 
he shouted us tho inen of the co:npnny \'1ho were there 
with approximately tho naa e worda, 

11 Hauptsturmfuehrer Huesl<e l eft after that and I 
suppose that he went to thc ·cp of the Kormio.ndeur and after 
thirty minuteo he r eturned and confinned that the ardor 
had been given by.}.Ieye1•. He referred t o 't he way thia 
Haupstunnf'uehrer had behaved, lie oaid enraged that this 
man of all of the men had to behave l ilte a wild man 
(by thio Hauptotunnfuchrer wus meant as he did not hnvc 
a job in the tabl e of organization ::md was a man without 
i mpo1·t::i.nce in the Reconnaisance Battlll.ion (I.teycru • 
8,:1.t t alion). 

11The expresoion 1like a uild mnn I charac~eri.zea very 
well the way thio officer behaved and the way he shot 
this woman . 

*'Because or thb order all inhabitanto were :ihot -­
all the cattle ,·,us kiL1ed and all the houses were pit 
afire . 

11Whether Sepp Dietrich wao actually preoent at thio 
time I do not knov,, a o I did not ace him 1nyoel£, How­
over , from many aide::i it wa::i told to me , A rumor even 
said thnt Sepp Dfotrich vrao the one who originated this 
order, which to m;y knowledge i~ possible. Furthennore, 
it can be stated with certalllty tha t when this order was 
given the stunnbannfuchrer and Com.llander of the Panzer 
Battalion, ~ wa s prco.ent, 11 

PROSECUTION (Capt. Shwnacker): There waS on error in 

the re:i..ding or the last sente.~ce. It ohoul.d read: 

"Fur£h ennore, it can be stated with certainty that 
when this order ,ras given the Sturmbanntuehrer and Ccmuander 
or the Panzer Battalion, Wu.nSche was present. 11 

DEF.fflSE COUNSEL (Mr. Strong): Object.ion on th_e count 

that part of this stattST1ent ubich just ha.a been rea.d put into 

bsuo the character or tho accused Diet.rich who has not taken 

the st.and '"and whose character is not an ialllle.~· .. 
~ LA.W UEMDER: The court. will. take not.ice of that, Ur. 

Strong•; and disregard "aa involving the character. . 
. 

~ ., ·. . ~ '. 
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Q When Rumpf was talking ·to you about the battle a.round 

Jotremowka did he impart. thia ini'omation to you? 

A I do9 1t know that . I _hear this for the firot time now. 

Q \7ell, you deny then tha.t Rumpf gave you the i.ru:onnation 

contained in the statement which hao just been read to you? 

A I hear f or tho first timo now what vrao read to me, namely 

thut aJ.l. civilians were killed and aJ.l. tho cattle was ltilled, 

Q Do you deny that all of the civilian:. and ell the cattle 

were killed in this town? 

A I hear for tho first time that civilio.no and cattle were 

killed . I never knew t hat civilio.na were !tilled in that town, that 

io, I did !mow that some civilia.no were killed, but I later con­

vinced myself that they were anned or had either am:nunit.ion belts 

around them and in that to;m I, my:.elf, did not find any dead 

civilians, women ~r girl:; . 

q Was that the practice, if you found o. civilian with 

aJl1IUU}'lition in hio poclcoto or bolt around his body, to kill him? 

A If a. civilian not wcarine o. proper uni.fonn would 

• ntt ack uo o.nd he put hiJnoolf in the dW1e or of being shot by our 

• ar:ns, 

Q If you diflcoverod a civilian 1n a houoe and found that 

he had am'ln.Ulition in ~hi.a pocket and a bolt arou?tl his body, did 

you to.Ice .him out and uhoot him? 
0 

A If I was not :,hot at, by tho civilian mysol.t I would 

have no ·grounds fo r shooting, at loa:Jt I would ha vo notified • 

higher heo.dquartera o.nd would have iert Iurth~r act,i~n up to 

thcni. 

Q Did you att~d any meeting held by Rumpf of the .lUnth 

Panzer Pioneer Company, i mmcdio.tol.y before tho Eli'ol Offonaive 

began? 

A Ho • . • 
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Q Did you a.ttend nny meeting yourself at the Bat talion 

or Regimental C, P. imrnediatoly be.fore the beginning of the Eifel 

OffCnoive? 

A No. 

Q Were you \'dth Hwnpf on tho 17th of Dccem.bcr, 1944, 

between one and two o 'clock at the Croes Roads south of l.{a.l.medy? 

A No . 

Q Of your 0\-m lmowlcdg~ then you don 1 t know whether he 

go.vo orders to the men of his compan~,r to shoot them or whether 

he shot him:.clf, do you? 

DEFENSE COUNSEL (Dr. Pfistor): I object on the ground 

I
• 

that this questi on wa::; not a sked in direct exami nation on purpoue, 

PRESIDmT: The obj ection i s sustained, 

Q You were in the Hegimenta.l Supply Company at the time 

thio offensive took pla.co? 

A Ho, I wa s in the Headqua.rtero of the Panzer Regiment, 

Q And, in thn.t connection, it was youl· ~uty to tal~e 

care of the maintenance of vehicle::;, i .:1 t hat correct? 

A Yes , 

Q Did you have any men under your mm com:no.nd? 

A No , I had no men under my diruct co:nmund, That wao 

done by tho Regimental Engineer , 

Q And what men he had under his commo.nd ' insofar a.a your 

r esponsibility wao concerned were mo'chanics and repo.ilmen for 

vehicles? 

A Yes . 

Q And wore not normally looked upon a.s co:nbat :ioldiora? 

A • !lo. 

Q And they l'toron 1 t e;.q, ectcd prior to thi o of!'en:ii ve to 

have mUei1, U nny, contact with , the e.1e:nY, were •they? 

•A That \'~ u_ld probably h~ve b~en the case . i 
0

cnn 1t cla~ 

that . that wa:. expected frcrn 'the bcgin.'1ing though. At nny- rnto 
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Q You we1·a not traveline with the ,::mnorcd col wnn itocli' 

hu t l'loul d f ol low behindJ i u thut true? 

A YeD, I wa s to follow tho ar;:1orcd col U.'lUl in order to 

get maintenu.ric e work done on the knoclced- do\'m vchi cl~..i . 

PROSro.J'l'IOII : (Ca.pt . Shumacke~· ) No further qucotiono . 

llEDIRECT EXAUWATIOU 

QUE3'l'lDUS BY DEF~SE COUNSEL (Dr. P!'i!ltor) : 

Q Di d you talk t o r.umpf about any ~pecial incident:. 

after t he end of tho of fensi ve , that io , after tho offemiive wa:i 

crushed by tho Americans? 

A Yes . 

Q i'filn.t vr.10 the mibject of t hio conver!lution? 

A 'l'hat wa :J about towur da t ho end of JanU:nry 191.5; wo 

t alked a bou t t ho general procedure in the offenoivo . 

Q • Did RUmpf mention any opecial. i ncident s at t hat 

occasion? 

A Yeo, Rwn.pf asked me l'lhothe:. r I had a.ny knowledge about 

a meas which had occurred there near ...-Ehgolsdor.!' somewhe re. I, 

myoelf, didn't lmow unything about it b ecause I ho.tln 1t been th ora, 

hoard ;;,.bout it for the. first tiJllc then and fu r ther on Ib.unpf an.id 

that n colwnn . of vehiclCS had been fired on which later proved to 

be a column of ambul ances. Ho told ut thnt time t hat ho couldn 1t 

e_-"tplain a.t all hovr that could happm. He a:Jsumed a t t ha.t tim~ 

tha t a. nervouo co:npany ofticor or nervou~ sun cre\'f sta rted 

firing and that it was usual. in 3uch occasion t hat everybody 

3t arted fi r ina too. Run.pf then expresoed hia 4isagroement with 

auch behaviour nnd aaid thnt evoryhody ohould reali~e that rte 

llf sbldiera mi ght be, in the o~ e spot one tim~ that theoc Americana 

were.· 

Q• ' Did 
0 

Ilump£ then "in a conversation to ryou, that is to a 

comrade, qui~! clearly- expre·as hie rejection of suCh· tre'a.tment? 

A Y~a. 
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DEFEHSE COUNSEL {Di•, Pfioter): No further qucotions . 

PROSOCUTIOH ( Cc.plain Shwno.cker): I ,·,ant to make 

tho obnervntion at thi:J time for the record and for the defen se 

that hwnpf 1 a attitudo and his character with reopcct to ohooting 

prisoners of war has been put ir{ issue by this witness cal.lad 

by tho defense, No recross. 

DE!i'ENSE COUNSEL (Dr. P£iotcr): I would like to ;:i.dd 

that it was merely a description of u conversation. I did not 

ask the \'ritnens as to the cha.ractc r of the uccuacd and obviously 

a.voided that. 

PROSECUTION (Ca.pta.in ShWlUl.c lcer): If the court please, 

he aokcd him if Rumpf respected thio policy. I remc;:iber that 

very distinctly. 

DZFE'JBE COUJISEL (Dr. Pfiotor): I only aaltcd him for 

the words -

PF.E9 IDENT : Ar~ there questions by the court? 

Apparently not. The witneaa ia axcuaed, 

DEF!2·1SE COUNSEL: The defenue cnllo o.s ito next witneaa, 

Paul Buth. Dr . Pfister, on behalr or tho defonao , will conduct 

the direct exnmination. 

PAUL BUTH, o.. witness for the dofenoe, was duly sworn o.nd 

teatified through an intorproter as £olloww: 

DIRECT ElC/il.!INATI OII 

QUES'rIOIIS BY DEFJ;NSE COUNSEL (Dr. Pfiotor): 

q Will you please atnte your nomo to the court? 

A '. Buth, Paul; 

Q Are you the ::iwne Buth t ~at onCo toati.fiod pre~iousl y 

in t~is caoe? 

A Yea, 

Q Which ~nit ·bf tho •Firet Pa.nzel' Regiment ,,tsSAH v1~ro 
11 

you a me.'ilber of? 

I.AW UEllBER: ilo muot2l&l@ho tra.nalation. Sta.rt over. 
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Q. What vaa 7our duty in the 9th Panr:er Pioneer OompfU17? 

A Ral.t-track d.%'1.,.er. 

Q. Do you know when the offenaive, the Eitel O!:hnsive atartedt 

A December, 16, 1944. 

Q. Did a oompan, oon:f'erenoe of the ·1asuanoe of orders to the 

compBJl7 take place before the Eitel OttenslTel 

A !lo. 

Q. Were 70u present at a oompa.ey- orientation prior to the 

lif'el Otfeneivel 

A Concerning the JUtel Offensive, no • 

Q, Do 70u remember a oompa.ey- meeting in Eckdort? 

A Every morning I attended the !nuance of orders and further-

more tb01a comp_~ 11aet1n,g1 held by let Lt Rumpf. 

Q. Did in the courae of thaae meetings Rumpf i1Bue any' orders 

which would openly Nld oertainl7 mean that prhoners of war ·vere to 

~- lhot during thh offensive? 

.&. !lo. 

m. PJISTEB.1 Bo turther que1tion1. 

CROSS EXAMlllATIO!l 

Q.UISTIO!lS l3Y PROSECIJ'rIOII (Oopt • Shumacker) 1 

Q, Did 70u attend the 111eet1nc on the aorning of 13 December 

1944 in the school · houae at lckdortl 

A Ko,. 

CAPT.UN SRtJMAOXXR.1 B'o further queation1. 

PBJIISIDD'l?i NJ:/' queationa b7 the co~t! .Apparent?-7 not, 

the vitneaa 1• exau.aed. 

• (Wherellpon. the vi tneaa waa exau.aud and vitbd.rev from the 

court room.) .. 

IJIJDSI "cotmmi The defenae calla a• 1t1 next vitnen 

Johann ·Xra.jev1ld.,. Dr. Pfhter on behalf of tho ·detenae Will conduot 

the 41reot eDmination. 

2319 
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JORA.Bll XRJ.JEWSBI, a' Witneu for the defense. was sworn _and 

testified through an Interpreter a ! follova1 

(Whereupon the queetiona, answers and other prooeedinga 

were interprated to the .accused end to the German counsel.) 

' DIREOT Ex.lMIIIA!IIOII 

Q)JISTIONS :BY Dlitl'EHSE (Dr. Pfiater)i 

Q. ~ Please give 70ur full name • 

.A. Johann Kra.jevak:1. 

Q, What unit were you vith before the J:itel Offensive atarted't 

A ~ 9th Pan:er Pioneer Company. 

Q, lfbat Yal your rank and duty? 

J. Bank at Master Sergeant. 

Q, What vas ;your dut;y aa Maater Sergeant? 

A I vaa lat Sergeant. 

Q. What were your duties aa Master Sergeant? 

A. The lat Sergeant 1a the mother of the company, the righthand 

man ot the commanding officer. 

Q, Is ,that the German vord for it •apiela1 ? 

.l Well, offioia.117 it 1B Ha:uptteldwabel, but the common 

term h "spiels"· 

Q. lfhat were your miUt~;v duties aa a lat Sergeant? 

A The main jo~ 11 taking oare of the company and the 

corre1pondenoe of the company. 

_ Q, In .that oapao1t7 doee &ni1b041' ever hand 70u order11 coming 

do'WD. fro.m. the regimmnt or ordera f rom 7our oomp&Jl1' commandert . 

.A. Yea, all ordera go through IQ' hand1. 

Q. Vera en7 order11 hsued prior to the ,tarting of' the J:ifel 

otfenahel 

A Different ordara were hsued in ' the 1ohool houte, tbat ii 

oo~ orientation ordara ware 11sued evaZ7 dq, and that wa1 done•. . 
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Q, Do you remember order, being laeued to the effect from the 

regiment that prhon.er1 of var which were to com" into ;your bands were 

to be ahotl 

A Bo. 

Q, Would you remember thia all the more becauae it might appear 

to be an unuaual t79e of order to yout 

CAPTAIN SlttDWlJa:R.1 If the court pleaao, I object to the 

queationj it ii olearl:, leading. 

DR. PJISTAB.1 I withdraw the question. 

<,UJ:STlOBS BY DD'J:1163 (Dr. Pfhter) (Oont 1d)i 

Q. Would you have noticed such an order? 

J. Tea. 

Q, Were you preeent at the_ oompBJlY' orientation? 

J. :l've17bod.7 had to be preaent at the comp8J17 orientation 

nen oft'icer1. At a company orientation n ·er.,body bad. to be 

preeent 1 inoluding off:loera. 

Q, Ple&:"' explain to the court vhat in the oerman J;nq 1a 

the difference between a oompaey orientation and the hauanoe of 

an order? 

A Comp~ orlentB.t1ona-vel1, how should I expre11 it, that 

tho oomp9.DT orientation obargea how to behave in combat. 

Q Don the. oompan:, orientation b .olude the general question 

ot war and the laws of war1 • . . 
A Dependlnc on what the eoap~ commander aad.e it hie tau:. 

Q Waa there anythin& said in 0011pa.D1' orient~tiona even prior 

to the •1t•l otten.eiTe oonoernlng the treatment ot prl1oners ot war? 

I,. J reiaember that lat Lt' Rumpf bad a compan:, orientation in 

.!Ell!llz· 
Q According to thh orientation how were 7ou to behave 1t 

captured? 

http:0011pa.D1
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A Th_e person vne to g1Te onl7 hh name, firat DLUD.e, birth 

date and home addl'eu. 

Q Wai the approval of ebo«iting of priaonera ot war enr 

e:xpreased in any. JnD.nnt1r, opeD. or hidden, during the compaey 

or1entat1ono't 

J. llo. 

Q In collllection with tbia Mal.medy trial did }"OU ever make a 

statement betore'l 

A I wae interrogo.ted in SchwablDch Hall • 

Q Did 7ou make a written atate111entl 

CAPWlJ SMJMA.CXER& If the court' please, I object to any 

written atatement that thie witnue baa made previouel7. ~t 1a 

immo.terio.l. and irrelevant. Re 11 here in peraon and can teatif7 

what be knowa about the iaauance Ct orden in thie case. 

PRESIDJ:Bll!: Tba objection ie sustained. 

«1JBSTIOJIS :BY DEFEIISE (Dr, Ptieter) (Oont 1d)I 

Q, Did 70\t ever make aD,1' atf!,tement contradicting 7~ur testi-

mony to-d&Tl 

A !lo. 

Q Did 7ou maintain th11 previoua taatimon)'" in spite of the 

fnct that pb¥oical force na uaed on 7ou! 

CJPTAIJI SBUJU.ODlh Ii' the court pleaee, I know that 

counsel lmn1 that ii c improper queation in Tiev of the preTioua 

ruling ot the court. I move that the 1tatement, the queation be 

1tricke~ £roll the record and not cone1ciere4 by the court. 

PBlilSIDD!1 The 1tatement will be .trick.en from the record 

Aild disregarded by the ~ourt. • 
DR. Pl'IS~1 BO turt}ier que1tio~a. 

CROSS llXAIIIXM!IOII 

.._IIJ:STIOIIS :BY PROS!i:OUTIO!l (Capt, Shumaolmr)I 

Q Sergeant, how ;ong ~Te 7ou knoVD. 0ber1tUI'lltuehrer Rua:pt, 
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one ot the BCCU81!1d in this caae? 

A Since 1942. 

~ Have :,ou been in hia orgonh:ation all that time, in hia 

unit! 

A Yea. 

~ How long have :,ou been in the SS! 

A In the Wa!fen ss or in the Allgemeine sst 

~ Well, the Waffen SS, firet? 

A I entered it in 1936 in Dreaden and left it in 1938 upon 

being d111charged 1 and vaa then drafted in again. 

Q, Hov long vere you in the Allgem.eine sst 

A :rrom 1933 to 1936. 

Q, You BS¥ tbo.t at thia meeUiig of the compBD;f in the school 

houee at :ZOkdorf Rumpf gave inatructione aa how to behave if captured; 

ii that correct t 

A I cen 1t say with l°°" oertaint7 whether that vae in Eokdorf 

or in Baadan. 

Q. Do you know whether or not of 7our own bovledge he salld 

anything at the aohool houae in Eokdorf about priaonere of wart 

A !lo. 

Q. You don I t know? 

A Bo, he didn't •111' anything. 

Q, Did ha 18¥ anything about how you would behave it captured 

b7 the en9Jl1'! 

.A. How the aoldier vaa to bebaTe! 

Q. Tea. 

A Well, he made ·a otatement o~oa-:..1 oan1 t Bive 7ou t'ho exact 

coqneotlon-but the glat •ot it vaa the WB.7 ve vanted to be treated, 
1 

,tbat 11 hov we l;hould treat them:1n° other vord.1, 

~ .And 7ou remember· hi ; having made that ata\ ement onoe betw,en 

1942 and 1946; 11 that ri,;:htt 



A Yea. 

Q. :But you can1t remember vhen and 'Where that vaa? 

A It was either in Re.adan or in J:okdorf'. 

OJ.PWJl SBOMACDR1 Will tho court pleaae order the 

aocuoed Willi Von Ohamier wearing ?lo. 6 to stand. 

PRESIDENT: llo. 6, etand up. 

CAPTAIU SBUMACKER: And remain standing, pleaae. 

!rich Maute, No. 36, Max Rieder, No. 61, end Erich Rumpf', 

No. 64. 

(Whereupon the accused stood up in the prisoners dock.) 

QJ)ESTIO!IS. BY PROSECUTIO!I (Capt. Sbumacker) (Cont'd)! , 

Q. Sergeant, I ask you if' those four men vho are standing 

were present at this meeti11g that vaa held in the achool house at 

Xckdorf' on the morniDg on or about 13 December 1944? 

A !l!hq are membera of' the oomp8J1,Y anc!. they must have taken 

part. 

CAPTAIN SHCHACKElh You mq sit down. 

PRESim:HT1 Sit down. 

(WhereupOn the accused did as directed.) 

ql)ESTIO!IS BY PROSEOU'l!IOII (Capt, Shumaeker) (Cont'd)! 

q, Do you know whether or D.Ot they vere there? 

.l i can't a~ with 1~ certainty, but everybody had to be 

pre1ent at a company orientation. 

Q. l'ov 7ou teatified I believe on direct exam.nation that you. 

82',Y tho regimental; operational order for thia of'!enaivet 

J. I didn.1t underatan.d you. 
. . 

Did 7ou testify on direct. exuination that prior to this . . . 
o:tfene~ve·, the J:ifal O!fen~h e, you aaw th9! <,)regim~ntal opero.tional

0 

~order? 

.l OrderS, aeoret orders arr1Ttrd before ,110Tiag out. There vaa . 
o~e order concerning the route of march. Tbe second one I beUne vaa 

I < 
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about Seotion 6 vhere f'uel dumpa were and vhere clomnged tanks vere 

to be repaired. That again 1 cannot state with 1~ certai~t7, but 

the fir at order concerning the route of maroh was in there certainly. 

Q. Waa _there anythin~ in either one of these ordera aa to 

hov prhonera of war were to be treated or aa to bow they were to be 

evacuated! 

A No. 

Q. Are 70\1 aura about tbatt 

A Yaa. 

CAPTAIN SBUMA.CKER1 . That 1a all. 

mlDIRECT llXAMIIIA!rIOII 

Q)JESTIOll6 :SY DEFEIISI (Dr. Pfister), 

Q. When wal"e ;you in llaa4an? 

A Until about November. 

'< What ;year? 

.I. 1944. 

Q. When were you in I:ok4ort! 

A That vae abortl7 before the 11:ifel Offenain we were 

moved from. Raadan to Eckdort' • 

DR. PFIS'l'Elh No further queat1ona. 

PBESIDERT1 ~ queat1ons b7 the court? .Apparently not, 

the vitnua ia excueed. 

(Whereupon the vi tneu vaa excuHd and wi tbdrew from the 

00U1·t room.) 

DD'Ell'SI COWSBL1 The detenH recalls· aa itl next vitneH 

L.t Heinl Geitz. Dr. ,Pfister on b~ of t!l~ ~8tenee v:1,11 oondu.ct 

, the dlreot examination.. 

BIIBZ GOL.~z ; a vttneea tor tb8 ~eten8e,w&1_reoall~d .~ tut1fted .· 
0 

further tbro~h ,an Interpre~er a1 tollow11 n 

(Whereupon. the' qunt1ona, ~ 1wer1 and other Proceeding1 

http:oondu.ct
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2741-8 CAPTAIN SllOMACmlt Tbe vi tneaa ia reminded that be h at111 

UDd.er oath. 
llDIRECT EXAHIIIMIOII 

Q)IESTIOHS llT DEF.E!ISE (Dr, Pf1ater)1 

Q. Are ;vou the aame Yitneaa vho baa once before teatif'ied ln 

this coeeT 

A Yea. 

Q. Wbo.t was your rank and dut7 during the Eitel Otfeneive? 

J. 1 vae lat Lt o.nd Company Commander in the Reoonnaheance 

llo.ttalion LSSAB. 

• Q. When were the orders iaaued to the 9th Oomp&nT in the 

lllankenheim J'oreat? 

• A 9th Company, which 9th OompBDYT 

Q I mean the comp~ of Ooblenz. 

A That ma.at have boeu in the morning houri of December 16. 

Q. At what place? 

A In the :Blankenheim J'ore at. 

Q. · Were you together with the aocuaed Ooblenz immediately 

prior and suba~quent to the ieeuanoe of order.? 

• J. Tee, I wna together vith let Lt Ooblenz before as vell as 

• nfter. I was ,in the ea.me quartera vith lat Lt Ooblem: before the 

ottenai-Ye. 
0 

Did Jou talk about the impend.1J18 ottenaive with let Lt 

Ooblend 0 

Yea, ve talked about it atter we returned from tbe ooq:,&n7 

C011maJ1der1' meeting at the battalion beadqua.rtera; 

Q, Waa that before the oolli:p~ -commander~ tran~mit~ed •the 

regim~ntal ordere on to ~b.e1r companh1T 

A , Yes, that n11. ~t11~. 1~ the 1ame evan1ng ~ aft~r . we. 

0 r 9turned. . • • • 

ti D1d Oobl~nz: ever tell 7ou aD,Jthi~ after the b~ce 'of 

orders concerning the ehoouDg Of priloner1 ot var? 

A Jl'o, not vith a 11ngle vord. 
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Q, Would Ooblenr: have talked to 7ou about that as a ·comrade 
0 

of long standing-

OAPTAIN SBOMA.OKER.t It the court please, I) object to that 

question. Thie witneso 1a totel.11 incapable of teaiif7ing vhat 

Coblenc vould have done. 

DR. ,PFIS'l'Eih I withdraw the question. 

Q.UESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Dr. Pfister) (Oont•d)I 

Q. Did Coblenz e•er tell 7ou anything about he himeelf order -

ing the ahooting of priaonera of warl 

A ?lo, Ooblenz 1aid nothing about this to me, and I don't 

think that Ooblent: would have i111u.ed e.n;y such order on hia own · . 

reapon1ibillt7. 

CAPTAIN SlftJM.lOmli I object to that, mo;, it pleaae the 

court. It is the HpreHion of an opinion by this witneaa. And I 

move1, that it be atricken from the record and not obneidered b7 the 

court. 

PRESIDENT, Tha later part of the vitneu•a etatement which 

eJ:pruus. hie pe·r,onal opinion will be stricken from the record and 

cllaregarded b7 the co'lll't • 

Q.UESTIOUS BY DEFEIISJ: (Dr. Pfieter)' ( Cont 1d)I 

Q, What 1e the term used for a toldier not acting according 

to ' or4Jrsf 

J. That h knovn H refuting an order or non-perforaance of 

an order. 

Q, It it al10 the c~noept· o/~oting ~n on8 a Own ac·cord? 

. OAPTi.xlf sro,U.pi:m, If t.be ~oUI't pleai'e, i object t o that 

. ·.•.. question aa leading th~ wit~en. ", It 1s ·obvious to ihe court 8D1' • 
w,q:t~t a human be.ing oan 'i_a~t on h11 own it he waJtta t ·o·• . : 

· Ill. ·Pl'ISTEB.t I am ao1dng <th11 question in the i•neral 

0 manner in, : rder to br! ng ~ut ~ the ioint that aott~ona aometimH are 

Tolun.tar,- and not don~ ln· iccardanoe vith milUarT order,. 

http:i111u.ed
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PRESIJ'.JDT1 The objection 1a overruled. 

LAW >m<m:8.1 Do you vent the question answered Dr. Pfister? 

!rh:9 objection has been overruled. 

DB.. PFISTER: Yee. 

A . Of course, there are, there might be poe1tione in which a 

soldier can act upon hie own judgment, if he would consider 1t 

juat1:f'1able. 



Q W.cht such nn act be unjuntifiablo? 

A In that caoo the man has to take the responsi-

bility for hii; act personally. 

CJ Did you, during tho offensive or before the 

offensive, ever hco.r of Coblcnz issuin,:: an oi·dcr about 

shooting prisoners of war on hi s o,m accord? 

A No, I heard nothing: of thlt. 

• Q ·11ey didn't you? 

\'foll, probably Coblenz never gave any such 

order .• A 

CAPTAIN SHUL!ACKER: I f the Court please, I 

move that tho nnsr1cr be stricken. It is unresponsive il.lld 

i.tmnat~rial and oxpressinr; the opinion of the witness . 

• 
DR. PFIS'lER: The Prosecutor is coITect. or 

course, he was not ouppClsed to s-.y "probably. 11 

QUESTIONS BY DEFE!lSE CCU!/SEL (DR, PFISTER): 

I ask you the question, did lat Lieutenant 

Coblenz give such an order, to _your knowledge?• 
Q 

A Not to my knowledge, I didn't hear of it. 

Q Do you knaw the word ttrabatzll? . 

A Yes, I am i'amil.1'11' With . tm word 11rabatz.u 

Q ilhi.t sort oi' a word is it? Is that a word oi' 

soldier's slang? 

A Yes, that is an ,aU-ar~~nd expressioi: of 

.,.. 
soldier slang which iS -~fled ,by,~~ldiei-s at even' .poSsiblo 

. . ' .... •.. . . ', ·.: . ' ' ' . .· . . ', ~. 
opportunity. 

Q Ple~se expound to , th~ Court briefly 'r'l"hat thio 

word mean3 . 

A That might perhaps bo dono core eaS~ 1£ l: cite 

f' 
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a few practic;J. examples. This ward 11rabatz 11 rtas used by 

th~ soldier during his training period, as well as in combat. 

If, for inotance, the company collll!landcr in a training outrit 

was not satisfied with his company he made a roueh speech 

and the soldier would then say, 11 The old man is making a 

lot of rabatz. 11 Another example, \Ye are in positions and 

,ro are in the OP and a meosengcr comes in, who excitedly 

reports to the commanding officer and says "Tilere _io rabatz 

in the loft flunk, 11 'fhat is to me.in that the enemy has 

broken thrrugh and that the left flank is in danger. Another 

exampl(I, let us say that our reconnaissance battalion is used 

in a i'or.1ard battalion and the point meets the enemy. You 

don 1 t move for.·tard any more and the COUL'llanding officer goes 

out front to find out what the cause for this unexpected 

delay is, and the leader of the point tells him, 11J.tajor, out 

front there is rabatz and we are under anti-tank fire.11 Do 

you want me to cite any more examples? 

Q Yes • 

A It often happens, for instance, in an in;vasion 

front we were under steady emal.l arms fire and it was very 

common usage for the soldier to say, 11 '1.'he army is making 

rabatz again. 11 

Q Did the word 11 rab~tz11 perhaps also mean a 

pR.rty among comrades with a lot or noiee? 

A or course, if a c~pany or possibly a platoon 

,~ere t~g~~h~r . ~i,~.ghf anu. ~re· sir;g~~g: 0~ po_ss~bly ~~;fik~e 
sometl;dng, . ,thon one a1So \\Bed t ·o say 11that Was ·some 'nice 

rabatz t~~ evening .11 

DR. PFISTER: Uo further que ; tie;ns , 
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TIECRCSS EY.At!INATIOII 

QUESl '.I:ONS BY IBC6ECUTIOll (CAPl'Aill SHUIJACK!.'R) : 

Q In other words, the meaning of thnt term 11rabatz 11 

depends on the context in which it is employed? 

A Y0 e, that i s correct. 

Q And ii' a company c~nder gavo an order to his 

men that they vrould shoot everything tha t came before their 

barrels .md not to take any prisoners and mo-,T dcnm ~y 

civilians that appeared, 11Y0u 1rl.ll make plenty of rabatz11 -

what would it mean in that connection? 

A If any such orde1· Ylas ever given, then it might 

also be !.er:ned rabatz . 

Q And it ,1ould mean that the soldier ~Tould have 

plenty of tun shooting up everythinc th~t came in front of' 

him? 

t 
A No, it wouldn 1 t mean all that. If before an of-

fenoive it i3 ea.id to a company that we arc going :into this 

• action and there will be plenty of rabo.tz , then that was 

· meroly to moan tha.t the soldier was to expec t s evere and 

hard fighting ~d that the fighting would demand considerable 

strongth. 

Q And if the expression were uaed in coMection 

with shooting civilians and enemy prisoners of war it nould 

have no significance whatover? 

• . ,A . ~:t ,yu1s not common u_sace to uoq,, tho word 1~rabatz!1 

in that sense. 

Q I hand you Pro~ecution· Exhibit inarked P-19 and 

as~ yqµ :U' you know the ~dwri~ing that appearS thereon 

and the s igiiature on that exhibit? 



A Yes, that 1a the handwriting of 1st Lieutenant 

Coblenz. 

Q Is that hi!J signature that appears on the back? 

A Yes, that io ho.r I kncm 1st Lieutenant Coblenzt 

•• 

signature . 

Q I hand you Prosecution Exhibit marked P-Oo 

and ask you if you lmcr,·r that handwriting and the aiBnature 

on that statement? 

A Yes, that too i.:; the way which I knor; the 

handwriting and signature of 1st Lj_eutenant Coblenz. 

Q 'l'/hat company lTere you in Knittel's Reconnaissance 

Datt.I.lion at tho time of the Eifel Orfensive? 

A I was CO of the Headeµ artors Company of th, 

battalion. 

• 
Q Did you stay ;·dth your oorupany at its GP im-

mediately before tho oi'fensive Degan or Yrerc You with your 

friend Coblenz all tho ti.me? 

• I was with my company as well as with Coblenz 

because our comp.tnios Trero very close together in tho forest. 

Q Wero you present when Coblenz spoke to the men 

of his company prior to thia offonsive? 

A 1101 I was not because I ,,as holding company 

oriontation in my. comp:my nt tho same t~. 

Q. (t,nd _you do not kno.·1 of y_OUr own lm<mlCdge !'.hat 

Coblenz tqld the m°!!J\ ot ·h:i3 company> do yau? 

• ••A Ho, I don't kna.,, that. 

CAPI'AIH.,SHUllACJCERi Nothing further, 
0 

DEFEHSE CCUNSEL: e N0thing f ;t;ther on redirect. 

PRF..SIDmJTJ ' Questions by the Court? Appa~ently~ 

~ .... ...... 
. (Ooltz-Rcc?'oss) 
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not, the witness is cxc,bed. 

(rlhercupon the witncso was excused and ,n.thdrew from 

the courtroom.) 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Defense calls an its next 

witne::is Albert Br aun. Li,cutcnnnt Colonel D,•dnell, on be-

1'.ali of the Dci'en:.e , will cmduct the direct oxnmination. 

ALDERT ERAUU , a Tdtncss called by tho D0i'onse, after 

being first duly nworn , testified throuch .in interpreter 

as i'ollo'{ts: 

{Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceed­

ings were intorprctccl to the Germ.an coW1sel and the accused.) 

DIRECT Elul!.UtlATIOlJ 

QUESTIONS BY 1)EFE!JSE COUJJSEL (LT, COL, !T;IDJELL): 

Q 'l'/hat is yO\lr nwno? 

A Albert Braun. 

Q How old aro ~ou? 

•• 
·i! 

A. 21 years ol d • . 

Q Were you a member of the Gorman armed forcos in 

December 1944? 

A Y0 s. 

Q To ~vhat uni£ did yqu .~clang? 

A The 6th Compaey 1st Panzer Re•giment. 

Q What platoon? 

A Third Plo.toon·. 

Q Wl~t were )'Ollr duties in the compaey? 

.. . A I Vias first gunno:r • 

Q Who was yom: company oownande:r? 

A • lat Lieuten:mt Junke:r. 

Q Is he an accused in this case? 

(Braun-Direct) 



Q Would you bo able to recognize him if you oaw 

him again? 

Q 'l'ake a look at t,11'~ accused in the prisoners 1 

• 

dock at your left and ::ice if he is amone: those pr esent? 

A Yes. 

Q i'il1at nwuber is he wearing? 

Humber 29. 

Q Where wer1; you on the 15th of December 1944?• 
A 

A On tho 15th oi December I was in the Bla.'1ken-

heim Forest. 

.Q Did you sec tho accused Junker there? 

A Yo::i, ' 

Q Did Junker have a company meeting at that timo? 

Q At what time of the dny?• 
A 

A About 1600 or 1700 hours. 

Were all the members of t ·ho company present?• 
A With some i'cw ClCCeptions., all were present. 

q Were you preoent? 

A Yes, 

Q Did Junker make a speech to the company? 

A Yes.•. 
· . .-. Q .. ·'. fo~~~ did ho , say? 

A 1st Lieuto_nant Junker said about 1he i'ollowingt 

11 This :Lu going tO be a bir; oi'!cn.dve. We m.11 make a big • 
C • • " • ' • • 

Christmas gift to our pa.refits . •For th~ firat tim~ .igain we 
• ' • .. Q • 

will ~ave great Air Corps artillery ,and rocka
1

t support. We 



sh.a.11 continue this offensive ;vi.th great speed and power 

;a.nd .for thnt reason11 -- o.nd thv.t was t he sense of his 

words -- 11 follcnrl.n [! that we will not talce any prisoners 

"' 
of wa:r but wo will leave it to the outfits followinc us. 

Q Did he say that prisoners of war lTcrc to be 

• 

s hot ? 

A No. 

Q Did he say anything .i.bout tho treatment of 

Belgian civ:Uians? 

• A Ho. 

Q Dl.d ho say ~lrl.ng about the use of terror 

methods? 

A Jlo. 

Q Arter ho made his speech did anyone else make 

• 
a speech? g 

A Yes, nor platoon leader, lJaoter Sergeant Wien. 

Q V/ha t did he say?

• A By D.nd large, he said about the same. 

Q Either on the l!,'.th or 16th of December 1944, 

did ai:zy officer or 11:on-commissioned officer of your comp"':11Y 

tell you that prisoners of i'lar had to be shot? . 
0

A No. 

Q Or .~_ay anything about the treatment of Belgian 

~ci.v4iianS·?, 

.··/.. A · _a· Ho • . 

Q Or ~ay _anyt~g about terror metho:la? " 
A Uo. 

LT. iQOLUNEL 11,'/~HELL: . Ho further questions. 

(!l,-aun-'Direot) 
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CROSS EXAJ.!!JIA '.llO!l 

QUESTIOUS BY PROSECUTIOl! { CAP'i'AIH SfRIJ.!ACi-.7.R) : 

• 

Q i lhat did Junker tell you and what didriien tell 

you abOU.t Skorzeny1$ troops? 

A l!aster Sergeant Wi en said that before us, in 

front of us we would have a unit of Skorzcny 1s outfit, 

whose job it would be to penetrate the enemy lines. 

Q They were not t o spread any panic and terror., wore 

they? 

• II I don I t r cm!?mbor that btdng said. 

Q Did you not just t estify th;;at nobC>Czy said any-

thing about spreading p.utlo and :.t crror? 

A Ye~• 

Q Ua,•1, aro you sure that nobody said that 

Skorzenyrs t~oops wore to apread p,:mic and terror? 

A Mo. 

Q You are not sure? 

A Yes , I .Jln sure: 

Q You are sure that when OberSO.hari'uehrer Wien, 

' your platoon leader, spoke t o you , that he also siilid the 

infantry was e oing to take care of the prisoners. of 1tar? 

A Ye~• 

Q Are you sur·e th.lt Junker said the same thing? 

. A ,Yes. 

Q What infantry we're they talking about? 

A About th~ ,inf~try wh~ch waa to follow us • 

. :· . Q \·lh~t inf.iuft'ry was .it' --~· what divisi.On? 

~ , A Our division. 

Q' l-1'01:1. your _division, from tho LAH, is that right? 

(Braun-Cross) 

http:divisi.On


A Yes, that i s ha,r I understood it. 

Q You a.re sure about it? 

A Yes. 

Q You ar'e sure they said the infantry of the LAH 

would i'olla,·, behind the armored column and would take ca.re 

or the prison.era? 

A Yes. 

Q Both Junker and Wien said that? 

A Yes. 

CAPTAIH SHUMACKEn : No further questions. 

DEFENSE COUHSEL: Nothing i'urthcr on redirect. 

PRESIDEtlT: Any questions by tho Court? Ap-

parently none. The witness is eccused. 

(i'lhereupon 'the witneos vras excused and withdroif from 

tho courtroom.) 

DEFEtlSE COtJNSEL I The Defense calls as 1ts next 

witness Fritz Reinhold. Colonel Drrinell, on bohall' of tho · 

Defense will conduct the direct examination. 

:E'RIT'Z REDlHOLD, a ,ntness called by the Defense, 

after being first duly swoz:n, tc~tUied throueh an interpreter 

as follmrs: 

P (1'/hereupo~ the questions, nnS1vers and other proceedings . 

wore interpreted to tho German coWlsel and t _ho accused,) 

DillECT EJW!INMI.DN 

QUESTIOl!S BY DEmllSE 'CClJl!S~L (LT. COL. D'IIINELL): 

Q What is ·your name? 

•· A Reinh~ldj Fritz ,Erich. •• 

· Q How old .,,.; yo,/: 

A• 22 Years. 

(Roinhold-Direo£) 
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Tic //274-SR-6/27-10 Q Were you a member of the German armed forces 

in tho month of December 1944? 

A Member or the Yfaffen ss, I was. 

Q '.l'ci whllt unit did you belong? 

A 6th Panzer Comp~ 1st Panzer Regiment Leib-

standarte. 

A I was in no platoon, I was a driver. 

Q i'lho was your c anpany commander? 

A 1st Lieutenant Junker, 

Q Is he an accused in thio case? 

A Yes, 

Q Would you be able to r ecognize him if you.... saYt 

him again? 

A Ye.a, 

Q Ylill you t ake a :J,ook nt the accused in the 

prisoners' dock to your l eft and see if he is aoong those 

present? 

A Y0 s, 

Q i'fua t number io he Welll'ing? 

A 29, 

Q Where \Tero you on the lSth of December 1944? 

A Blankenheim Forest, 

Q Did you see thn accused Junker there? 

A, · Yea, 

Q Did he have a company mooting? 

A Y0 s. 

Q \'Iha t , ti.111; ·~r t ~Q. ~? 

A It wa~ abOU.~ i6oo t~ 1630 hours: 



Q Were you present? · 

A Ye~· 

Q Did Junker make a speech to the company? 

A Yes• 

Q Wh,lt did he say? 

A lat Lieutenant Junker to.J.ked about the coming 

oi'fensiveJ that we would have air suporiority for the time 

of the offensiveJ that nm; weapons ,.,ould be used for the · 

first time, that t ho Volksfirena.dier Division would be used 

together Wi t h us and that every person 11as to tieht, payine 

no attention to his o\'m per s onal ccr.n!'ort. That is about a.11. 

Q Did ~ say t hat prisoners or war ;mre to be s hot? 

A No. 

Q Did ho say anythinc about t he treatJllent of 

Belgian civilians? 

A Ho. 

Q Did he' sa.y anythine about tho use of terror 

methods? 

A No. 

Q i~« long did tho speech last? 

A About 10 or 15 tdnutes. 

Q_ Arter Junker mado that speechJ did anyone else 

make a speech? 

A Yes, lat Lieutenant Sieg. 

Q What did_ho say? 
.• 0 • 

A 'l'hat was in tho courne_of a chx;:istmas cele-

bration. \llo onlY.. ,t \lought of ~ur. loved ones at 'i18me., · ....... , :. 

Q Either O!) tho 15\h or l6~h of December 191th,. . .. . " . 
did · any or'ticer o; non-commisSioned of!.icer of your unit 
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telr you th1lt priDoner::. of war had to be shot?· 

A llo , 

Q Or say anything about the treatment oi' Belcian 

civilians? 

A no. 

Q Or say anythinc: about terror mothods? 

A No. 

LT. COLONEL D,-'IIUELL: No further questions • 

·CROSS ElCAllIIIJ.TIOII 

QUF.'lTIOl!S BY PROSECUTIOJI (CAFT,\IH SHlP..!ACKER ) : 

Q As a matter or fact, neither Junker nor Sieg 

said anything at il11 about priDonars of war , did they? 

A Ho, 

Q 'lney did not tell you they were to be shot and 

thoy did not tell you they ware not to be taken, did they? 

A llo, 

Q They did not cvon me~tion prisoners of war, 

did they? 

A Ho. 

Q YOU knalf Albart D;aun, -the witness who just left 
l oihe st.md? 

A Yes. 

·Q Ho 11aa ·1n yout company? 

A Yes. 

Q He ~ttonded ihia same meeting? 

A Y0 s. 

CAPTADI Sl!Ut!ACI~ : llothl.ng £urthor,
: ... ':. 

PR£S~IT: Any other questions by the 11:,fens•? • 
0 

DEFENSE COOHSEL, • N0 J urth; r qu; st! ons. 

(Rcl.nhold-Dl.roct} 
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PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently 

none. The witneso iB excused. 

\ Court will recess until 1330 hours. 

(rn1ercupon court recessed until 1330 hours.) 

' 
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CM".P DACHAU, GERl!ANY 

27 June 1946 

AF'l£HNOON SESS JON 

(ilhoroupon thu Court rooonvoned at 1330 hours.) 

PHESl.IENTi Tako soate. The court will oorro to order. 

FROSE:CUTION: Ir it pleaeo the court_, let the record show 

thnt all trombe rs or tho Court, all n:embors or tho Prosecution with 

the exooption of Lt. col. Crawford, viho is absont on business of the 

prooeoution, and Capt. Byrne, who ho.a been exoused by verbal order 

or tho Corr:nanding GenorQl, all roombora or tho Dofenao, wH:h tho ex­

cept i on of l'.t, . :\Bltors, Dr. PfiBter , Dr. Loor and Dr. Hortkorn,nnd 

Dr. Wieland, \'iho are absent on businoos or 1he Ihfonao, all or tho 

Dafandanta, and tho Roportor are ~resent. 

OOH.11SE CUtiNSEL1 The de!'enso oallo as its next .,,itnese 

Karl l 'annib, Col. Dwinnel,on bet\alf of the Defanae, will oonduot 

the direct examination. 

KARL 1fANl/ITZ, called as a witness for the Do.fenso, wao ev~rn ond 

taatifiod through an inWrpreter aa followai 

nmECT EXAJ.!mATIOU 

QlliSTIONS JlY DEFENSE COUJISEL (Lt. Coi. Dwlnnol), 

Q r,nat is your nal!ll'l 

A Uanniti. Karl Ausust. 

Q How old are, you? 

A Twenty and one-halt years• 

Q Yiare •you a member of tho Ger:nan arund foroas in Daoomber ~ 

1944? 

A Yoa. 

Q To what unit did you be l ong? 

A , 10th Company of the 'lhird Battalion, gt t ho 1st Pmur 

~vi&ion. 
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Q Yiba, t ?.'9re your dutios in th'3 oon:pany'l 

A I ,.,.JJ plntoon rt:nner. 

Q i,ho was your oompony oorr.no.nder? 

A Oborsturmfuohror Preuoe. 

Q Is bJ an aoousod in thia oaJJo? 

A ' Yon. 

Q Y.Ould you be oblo to rooognir.o him if you saw him again? 

A Yoo. 

Q Take a look ot tho aoousod in tho prisonero' dook to your 

lort and tell me it ho is mi on,; thoec present? 

A Yes. 

i',hat numbor 1a he w:,aring? 

A For ty-four. 

Q 'i,here .,,tJre you on tho 16th or D0 osmber 1944?1 

A Jn tho Blankenhoim Foreat. 

Q Did you seo tis aoouaed Prouso there? 

A Yeo. 

Q Did you have a oon;iany rmoting? 

A Yoe • 

At whnt tir:ie or tho day?•• A During the night from tilo 16th to ths 16th of Deoomber. 

Q V.Ore all of tho members of tho company prenont? 

A I aeaume ao. I oan 't say for sul'fJ. 

Q iOro you prosont'T 

A Yes. 

• 
Q Did the aoouasd Proue a make a apoeoh at tl1I. t rraotingt 

A foe. 

'Q Did ho say that p0 isonore or ,.1lr, lJ1 tho oomu:g ofl'Onsiw 

"'°ro to be shot? 

A Ho. 

Did ho say aliyihing about tho troa't-nent of Belg:!.anG oiviliansT 
C • • • ' • 

A No, 



Q Did ha say anything about tho use of torror 100thoda'l 

A No. 

Q Eithor on tho 16th or 16th or Dooember did any ofrioor 

or non oommissioned offioer or your unit toll you that prisoners had 

to be shotT 

A no ono told me m ything about it. 

·~ Did they say anything about treaUl\ent of Balgian civil-

ians? 

A No. 

Q Or anything about the us8 of terror methoda'l 

A No, not that, either• 

O]F'~NSE COulfSEL (Lt. Col. Dwinnel)t Ho fW:tmr' questions. 

FROSECUTJON: No oroue on.minntion. 

PRESIDENTi Any queotiona by th9 court? 

LAW Ii'EMBERi V,bnt .did Puess say about treat?nen t of prison­

, era of war · during the Eifel Offanaive._ 

A Ho didn't say anything about the 1reaimont. He says, he 

onl,Y told us that we m,re to advanoe and that we should not bother 

about prisoners.of war. 

llRBSID]NTt .A:q; ·other quoations? Appnrently nono; tiltl 

witnosa is exouaed. 

(\Yhereupon the wi'b:1ess -,as oxoueod and withdrew i'rom 

thg oourtroom.) 

.. 
D3FENSE COtrnSEL1 The Il:lfense oalle as ita next ldtneas 

Albert Gori,iok. Col. Dwinnal: on behalf of .tho D0 ranso, v,ill con­

duot \the direct ~xam:ination. 

ALBERT Gc:RWIOK, oalled as a witness for -tho pro.sooution, ~ 8 

sv.orn and· ~stifiod ~ough an intsrpre~~ as . follows a 

DlRECf EW!mATIOH 

QIESTIONS BY IEFll!ISE cornsr.L (Lt, Col, Dwinnd), 

Q i'ih~t is your n~ure·t 

A 
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Q How o~d ~ra you? 

A 19 years. 

Q V.O~e you a mOmbor of the Gormnll armed foroos in Decem-

ber 1944f 

A Yea. 

Q To who.t unit did you bolong1' 

A 10th company, third battalion, 2nd rBgimont. 

Q 'l'rhat pin toon? 

A 4th Platoon. 

Q l',hat -'\'.Ore your dutie s in tM oompany'l 

A I was leador of o. hand grenade squad. 

Q \\'ho wu your company oormnnnder'l 

A Obersturmfuehr'ar Preuss. 

Q Is ho an aooused in thio oaao? 

A Yes, 

Q \Yo~ld you be able to reoognhe him if you SQW him again+, 

A YoS• 

Q · Take a look at tho accused on the priaoners 1 dook on the 

lo!'t and eea if he is among those present? 

A Yes. 

Q ½hat numbor is he "8aringf 

A No. 44, 

Q l',here v.ore you on the 16th of Dt,oembo.r, 1944? 

A In the Blankenhoim FOrest·. 

Q Did you see tho accused Preu'!,s there?·· 

A · Yes, 

Q Did_you havo a company mei,tin& at that • tm? 

A ·Yes, 

Q \\hat time of the day'I 

A The , night of the' 16th, around miql1ight. 
~ I o • : , 

Q t .-,re ii ll' membora ~~ Y"tur 00JDPa9y preue!1 t1, 

l Uoatly.
0 



Q l"3 ro you proeont't 

A Yes. 

Q Did the aoouHd Prouoe mako a epei,oh to the oonpanyt 

A Yes. 

Q Did .ho 0eay that Pr i son.ors or ,var wero to bo shot in tho 

ooming Bit\,l of!'onsivo? 

, A Jfo. 

Q Did ho oay a.nything ab::>ut tho troi.t:nont or Be lgian oivU-
iana? 

A No, 

Q Did he say anything about tho use or terror rmthode? 

A Uo. 

Q Did hs say anythinr; at all about thi, treatnont or priacm.-

ara of mu-? 

A Ho. 

Q Either on tho 16th or 16th of Dooombor 1944 did any officer or 

nonoommissioned orfioor or your cOnpany 'ten you that priaonora or ,_. 

had to bo ahot? 

A No, 

Q 
Or tall you anything about the trutnont or Balgian civil-

No. 

Or anything about terror mthods? 

No . 

JEiENSB COUJSEL (Lt. Col, Dwinnel)r No i'urthEr quostion a. 

CROSS ElrAMlliATION 

QlES TIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt . Shunaoker) , 

Q V.hat timi, Wu ·~thia ~eting Mid on tM night or ' tho 16th 

.o r D9 cember, 1944? 

A ¥ ound ':3idoight. 

'Q i sho:" you Exhib i t B, attached to Prosecutions Exh,ibit 

P-741.t., &md ask •yo~~ir that correctly p_o~~tr;ya tho ",.cane or that 

. . • W1t~ the 



· nuill)ral "1
11 

on thoro roproaonting tho plaoo whoro ProuH atood, 

\Tith the aemioirolo ahov.-ing tha Y!ay tho oompany Ms aa&Oif'.blod, tho 

arrow with tho nW1Bral "3" indicating tho dirootion or t11t ba«alion 

C,P, 

Q I don't l~o-n that. 

Q And 1heao othar symbols shoy1.1ng tM v.ooda in that area? 

A ' Yoe. 

Q With the oxooption or the looation or tho battalion C.P. 

than, that ekotoh is ooflrootY Ia that rightY 

A Yea. 

Ia that Oborsturmfuohror Pruou 1 aicna.turo on that akotoh'/ 

Or don I t you know? 

A I oa.n 't say for auro. 

Q !%.en did you last talk to Prouse a.bout -this apoootl that 

hega.veT 

A Not at ail. 

Q Raven 't talked to him s inoe tho orronoivo took phoo'f 

A No, I did not talk to him about it. 

Q You are sure tho.t nothing MB said in . this apoooh aboUt . 

Skorzony's tr.oppaT 

A No. 

Q ?lathing \'AS said about Skorzeny1a troops spreading panic 

and terror in front ot tho armored oolunnt 

A At any rate, I don't remember it. 

Q And nothing -., said about prisonors of y.-rt 

A No. But i~ l;«S said that priaonaro or ll'lr_,ero not supposed 

to be made, that thoy ....,re to bo· lert to tho "infa.nU'y that £0110,..ed . _

~ · \\hat in:antryl 

A I don 1,t Jm.Clw. .. 
Q~ •. Didn't ~l! you what :mrantryt 

A No. ·. 

Q Did you evor aH auy infantry beh:bld you? 



0 
A A parachute battalion l',ont with u1s. 

Q I am talking about infantry bohind you. Did you ever 

aoo any infantry behind you? 

A No. 

PROSECUTION (Capt. ShU!t'.&oker), Th&t 111 all. 

IEFENSE COWSE: t Uothing furtht:r on rediroot examination. 

PRES lIENT: Any quoations by tho court? Apparont t y not. 

The wi1noaa io exouaed. 

(1ibereupon the wi-tnosa vraa exoused nnd withdrew fi'om 

tM courtroom.) 

D3 FENS~ COUUSEL: Tho D:>fonse oa.lls as ita next v.i.tnoas 

tho noouasd, Franz Sievers. Col. Dwinnel, on benalf or tho °'3fonao, 

will conduct tM direct on.minntion. The dofonso dooe not oontem­

pla~ rooalllng this aooueod. 

FRAlJZ SIE:VBRS, one of the aooueod called H a wHnesa .fbr tho 

DJrenee, testified through an interpretor ae folloyra1 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

Qlf&S TIONS BY lEFh'!ISE CDUISEL (Lt. Ool. Dwinnel), 

Q 1~hat is your naffll?? 

Q How old aro l'OUf 

A 31 years. t, 

Q Are you u.rried? 

A 

Have · yo~ any dependonte,?.· 

A Yea. • '. 
,. 

Q How nn:(' " . 

A One child. 

Q l\hen· were ;yo~ oapt~urod b7 'the Amerio~Qfo~ooa'' . 

A Cn the 10th of Y,ay, 1845, I gave ~myaolf ~· 

Q • During 'tho Eif'lll offensive in ·D8 onitor 1944- and January 

1846, what unit did you ooll!llllndf 
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talion. 1, LeibntandartG Adolf Hitlor • 

• Q l'ino r.as your comnnnding officer. 

A Stnndart~nruohror P0 iper. 

• Q Cin your writeon etata:nent rooeivod in ovidonoo in this 

case ns Prosooution 's Exhibit P- 25, you ea.id tho following1 

"For tho armorod Group, under tho 0011?!\ond of Oborsturln­
!'ouhoror Peipor existed, during tho Eii'ol ofi'ensivo, tho 
ordor1 'Tho rosistonoo or tho enemy is, if nooossary, to 
bo broY.on by 'b!Jrror ••• 1 • 

"Furthorl!'Dro, oxiated tho order, if tho si'b.lation roquiro·a 
it, to ·shoot prisoners or war." 

And you said !'urthor1 

"At tha eand tnble,exeroisoa or tho armored groups, or i m­
mediately thered'tor following of.fioers 1 r.notingo, at an 
estate near l'.bilorsnist (at 1:h.o end or llovembor--boginn.ing 
of Daoomber 1944) I hoard for thB first titno an expression 
V1hioh had ro!'eronoo to tluit," 

Is that statement truo1 

A No, it isn't truo. 

Q In what rospoot is it not true? 

A Beoau,e I have never received any ardor of thot kind, 
and wll9ro 

Q. V,hoy°t1aro theoo sand tablo oxeroisoa held? 

A They ware h&ld f'rom the 20th or Uovomber up until about 

tho 12th or December, in the vioinity or l\oilorenist. 

Q At tho sand tablo eDroises, v.an anything aaid about 

prisoners or Mrt 

A No. 

Q At the timl, or tho sancl table oxoroisoa did you know any-

thing about the ootning Eifel, ortonoivet 

A No. 

P

Q How, you said in your .shtemont, Prosooution 1 e Exhibit 

00 26, tho rollowing1 

"At a lo.tar oooasion, a eeorot rogimontal order ria ehom 
·to no in whioh it said -that . if tho aitulltion require, it, 
prisoners or war aro to be shot and thlt -tho resietelloe of • 
tho enemy, if neoeaaary, 1a to· be broken by tei-ror." 

Q Ia that stato:neffl t tr~t In 1'hat re i peots ia it not trwt 
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A Booauso I have nover aeon that order. 

Q On tho 15th or D0 com00r did yo~ roco iv& any ordora I'rom 

Pooteohko or from hie h~ndquartero oonoerning tho coming offon &ivo? 

A Yoe. 

Q l'J\n t was thnt ardor? 

A I was called to a company oomr:innders' oonforonoo on tho 

16th or D8 oombl!lr 1S44, in the Blankenheim F0 roat. by SturmbanD. fuohror 

Pootaohb. Poataonke said tho following1 Tho sonee of it ,·.tla as 

follows i YO oro going to preparo a pov.erful blo,.,,all.po...ers and 

strength or the individual mnn hove to bet oo:nmittod relentlaaely. 

In tM first days v.e enall penotrata to ~ Uaao. Thia operation 

is of groat importo.noo. ThO fa to or Gerrno,ny depo~d• upan it. 

Should this opention be ~sucoeaarul we atu1ll haw lost t ho 'l.1lro 

Fu.rth'Jrrroro, he spoke about aotivi ty in tho air, that a group of 

Skorzony' a l\OUld drive· ahEn1d of our panzera in All'Orioan µnit'orma 

and vehicles> that thoy T.ero to oauao panio ard fright among tho 

ono my and thus puli baok the enemy. It l'.98 our task to drive into 

the depth or tho enemy, that our advance ll.OUld roll along tho road 

and 'Whatever Ms left and right or tho road \\Quld not ooncorn u1i. 

\"'3 shall by-pnss larger looo.litioa. Wo onnnot bother about pris­

oners of war, tha.t they 'would be a matter for tho infantry that 

followed. He eaid, further?!l)ro, in oaiie oiviliane .,,ere .'bJ ahoo t 

as torroriato that · their reaiatenoe v.ould bo broken without regard 

by Mapon. 

• Q Did he e"..,y priaonern ~r war 1\tlre to bl ahot1 

•• A No. 

Q How d_o you o:plain the dborepanoy betMen your Yll"ittan 

ata"blrmnts in avi'd,noe •and yo\lr teatimony that you have given ~ ­
.' 

day? 

A Artor a solitary oo~ fineno~t or thr, e months, I c:•s in-~ 
' · r ,. • • 

tarr0gat9d on tru, 26th or PabrU11ry 1946 ;n. Soh.,,dbiaoh.•Hall tor 

the first time. 

http:blo,.,,all.po


Sievoro. At that morrent I rcfoeivod a blow on ,the rcouth. 1bon I wao 
. . . 

pushed into a ooll V1i1:h my faoo inward thl , .11,ll and there roooivud 
. . 

a blow on my right hand. Shortly aftorl';tlrds a hood ,,,ua torn off my 

hoad. 

q Ylill you uk the witness to speak a littlo loulor.ploase? 

A And t,,,,o interrogatin& officers w:Jre standing in tho oell. 

I ,:a.a ,Olled at · by one or the g~ntlenen1o"l1ndroaa. Bare the upper 

part or your body. 11 Y,bioh I did. \'ihan I took orr rrry ohirt. I -.o 

y,;llod at by 'those two gentlemen, juot ~Hee oom,body wu shooting 

out with a pistol. Ho said, "You pig. you s1r01l or perspiration. You 

haven 1t washed lntoly. Piok up your arms~ I did that, and one or 

the gentletten then said, "He io tho ono. 11 • 'l.'hore , .-as no v.onder that 

smlled soJT"Owhat of p,rspirationr I had suoh a wry nioe troatJMnt 

before this. Furthermore, I oould not bathe the last t-,,elw woeka. 

Reooived tv,o or throe litres or Mter daily for \'Ashing and I was 

the happy ov.ner or a, pair or black pan.ts in all. 

· 235,3. 

I 



Q .,, ~'lill y; u tell t ho court vthcthel' you were physi~al.ly mi:J­

t rcat ed? 

A Yes , I \las pushed aea i no t the v.llll by Ur . T'non , a s I found 

out his na.rne w.:i.s l a t er on, and ,·1ho said he was the jJU.blic pio s ccutor , 

And he told me I 1d be abl e t o take co. r e of the v1hole thing ,·,ithout 

pi ~tol. Then the affo.ir oi Oberotunni'uchrcr nump.L' wa:i told me , tha t 

I had ohot at prisoners of v,ur wi th u bazooka. , Furthermore, l!r, Thon 

~old mo if you should b1·il1i.; Jile in a vial 01· a rope uo I could .L'inioh 

my lifo, · I told him I d.idn 1t noed to do thut, I did not have any 

Amc1•ic.1r. pri sqn crs of l'la r on my cons cience . Lt. Perl 1·1antcd to give 

me some tobacco for a cigar ette and ?.!r . T'non jwuped up :im<nediatel.y 

and ::iaid: 11 That guy 1 s not goinc to got any tobacco. He rdll have to 

confenn fi i·st, 11 \"fucn the:Jc r; cntlemcn saw that they couldn't get 

unywhcn·e with me , several men of my company we1;c confronted ·:cl.th me, 

The first one th::i.t was led in was Stuuilffl.'.l.nn Sprenger, Sp1·engcr wa:J 

put under oath in the r ccular manner and then he was asked if he 

lmew me ; He said: 11 Yes, thut 1 D my Company. Commander, Oboratunni'uehrer 

Seivers, 11 11Did you ever shoot pria_onera of war during tho ,Eifcl 

OffenDive?rt He :mid: 11 Yes, fivo at tho Croos noads nnd three in 

s townont, upon orders or Oborstu1in.L'ueh1·er Seivero. 11 Then _Stutmmann 

Sprenger and Stunnmann Hofmnnn wore confronted with mo and they were 

a1·ao put under oath and they aloo GU.id that they shot. two men at the · 

Croso Ronda upon my order!!, Then the Stur:runann 'l'racht of my conipany 

cw.nee o.nd he said' that ho had l ot one man bleed to doa.t,h at the Castle 

or Stoumont. Then one man ~r the 9\;h Panzer Pioneer. ,-r.is confronted 

. ' ,nth me . nr did shoot three 1non in Stownont in the presence or Col". 

Peiper ," Tho men were led avra.y again i nto their cells. Then Lt, 

P0rl aoke8 me if I no,.; know a.ll. nbout the shootin~. ot pri~onors of 

wnr, •I aaid: 111jo, I still dqn 1 t know ~y. ~ •ye never received 
0 

• ;uch.. ordcra.11 ~ And Ur. Th~n aeuin yelled at me o.nd "said:, 11 You ro­

ceivetl ~hi:o order from the Reg iment; it was a secret ord'°er.,11 ~He ~0t\1/e~· told me tthn.t wa: in i'I:.. • I told ,him I di~1t ~ow it . So •· .' 
D • • • II ""'i \ 0 

conoequentq the order .was f-ead .t!? ~ ;. I . still di<\n' t knov!: a~y.. .• 
• • • I ~ ' ' 

order. • · • 

http:ordcra.11
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·,~Then Lt. Perl changed hio interrogation methods.1/276 

lie said: ' '~Here, you look out of the window, There aro two 

volloyb:u.l courts. Those a r e nll men from the Lcibsto..ndarte 

Adolph Hitler. 11 Then I mia put into a. machine room. He said: 

11Thoy 1re a.11 men from the Lcibatundarte who are working there. 

'fhey confeosed o.nd they have a eood life now. 11 And he said: 

11 If yotl confess you 1µ huve a good life tomorrow, too, 11 '.rhcn 

I wuo led back up a.ea.in. On the way Lt. Perl told me: 

"Sprenger shot upon your order and you only will get six to 

e:!.ght months and then he 111 be !roe a~ain, and you acted upon 

orders of Peiper and you carried out t he order. iTha.t could 

happen to you? You arc jus t a little Oborstunnfuehrer, \'le 

don't even want you, We don't oven ;·;ant Peiper, We want Sopp 

Dietrich and we 1ll have a trial for him ubout which ~he world 

rril1 gaze with v.onder . 11 I ,ms moved by that a.nd made my first 

statement, which \'ltl.3 irnrnedia.tely torn up by Lt. Perl h~cnuoo 

ho was not satisfied with the contenta. Thon I wrote ·~other 

ata.tement, which ,·as dictuti,d to mec, ulso; P-12, I( 

Q Are you referrina to Proaccution 1a Exhibit P-12? 

A Yes . P- 12 was dicto.tod to me and not like Lt. Perl 

said that I had written it voluntarily. At this day I was re­

lieved. On tho 26th I wa.3 a~ain called for intorroga,tion . 

Lt. Perl caino to rne and said: 11Say, do you lato'>'t t he o_rder now; 

have you thoueht about it? 1• I sa.id: "I don•t knOw a.cy such 

order, I stayed a,nke a1l niaht to think a.bout it . 11 Then 

ltr, Thon came upon the see.no 0.59-in, He yelled at mo again aqd 

rop.d tho order to u10. Thon Lt. Perl said:' "The F~rst, 

Proaocutor is not Sat·1a£iod with tho one who iaaued ~ur order. 
0 

The First Pr,socutor ,·.unto t~ know moro. 11 I told llim that I • . . .~ . . . 
didn 1t !mow any other 0111or ,

0 
'rncn, ltr, T);\on .0aid: 11Then, tak \ . 

0 

0
the guy to tho.t plac; ; /hero he belon'as. n o And.' then i ,1as · ta.ken . .... ., .. " 
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to the fa11ou :J· death cell by Lt. Perl. And Lt, Perl told r.ie 
\ . . 

that I shouldn 1t harm rnyuclf , ile woul d cane back in the after­

noon, In t he afternoon I 1r,.1,o agalll called out for i n terrogation, 

I s t.111 didn 1t know any order. Since I tina.lly got tired of 

this eY..ccllcnt treatment in I-lull and I had enou::;h up to my n'eck, 

I wrote dm;n P- 25 . 

Q Arc you referring to Pl'o ::i ecution I LJ exhibit P- 25? 

A Yes , P- 25 , I wrote clovm P- 25 on the 26th to the 27th 

ao that thil:! statement took two day::i . 

Q 26th and 27th of . ,:,hat month and what year? 

A February 1946, So thut thiu ctatcincnt t ook two dny:J 

and not like Lt. Perl ::c:a i d , one day -- that I had made ary. error in 

the dat e . All :Jtatcmcnts which I wrote in Hall were dictated t o 

mo. Since I frcquontl.y protested on tho 27th and got up and 

said that I wouldn 1t havo wiy more dictated to me Lt. Perl kiclced 

me with his foot and told me to sit dovm. a nd writo or he would 

havo mei beaten , I aokod Lt, Perl i£ I could relitive zn,yself 

beca.uoc I was ::lick in my oto:nach, at the time I.Jut h e didn 1t 

a.llow that. Later op. I wao again interr ogated on tho 11th of 

Uarch. I .wa.u supposod to change my state.1lent, I told Lt. Perl: 

1111µ never piclc up a pen hel'c :lgain , 11 He told me then he 1d have 

me han~ed in five minute~ and he r:peat ed that o.L'te.n, I said: 

11Go nhoad , !Im not going to wr ite any more . 11 Before I co.me to 

thio interrogation I •lu1d to stand in tho hall, First thing there . 
was that I received a very nice stomach blow and, after a row. . ' 
minutes, again. And the?l Lt . Perl came an:d led mo into thia 

cell, In tho •afternoon I was led out of the coll and I could 

• 
1 

• ·.:\tand in the hall' fo ~ four hou·rs with 
0 

a hood on my head, Then the 

interrogating officeI'.!I c~u.' iJ.Uite often and ;~slced ~1e my' mune. 

dfd n~t answer. ,I v;as :gain h~t· ~ tlte otomnc~. . . . 
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Q How many times were you interrogated altor;e ther in 

27-D-4 
Schwaebiach Hall? 

A About 7 or 8 timt!e I was interrogated, 

Q Where weru you Oll the 1 5th of Deccr;1ber 19hh? 

A On the 1 5th of December, 1944, I wa ~ in the Bl ankenheim 

Forest with my compnny. 

Q Did y ou have a company mooting on that day '/ 

A Ho, I did not have a company conference on that day , 

Q Did you have a meeting on the 16t h? 

A No, not either, 

0 Q At uny time on the 15th or 16th, did you tell youl' 

men to shoot pr isoners of rni.r in the coming offensive?\) 
A No. 

Q At any time on the 15th or 16th of December 194h, did 

you tell youl' men anything about the treatment of Dclgian ci vilians'/ 

A No, 

Q Or about, the uae of torro1· methods? 

A Ho, 

Q We re you in Honsfeld on the morning of the 17th of0 
Dece.uber, 1944? 

0 
A No. 

Cl Did you hear the statanent of Sp1•engor written cviden·ce ,.. 
in this case wperein he said th,1t prisoners of war that were 0 

:Jhot in your Presence at Honst'oJ.d on the 17th? 

PHO~ECUTION (Ga.pt, Shwnncke; ): It' tho court please, · 
0 

I obj ect to the question. Thero in no such state:nent in evidence 

nnywhere, it' you 1ll check the record, 

DEFlll'SE COUNSEL (Lt, Col, Drrinell): r1J.l withdraw' the 

quootion and check the 1•ocord and I won 1t press it again 'if' I 1m 

\ft'Ong but it I 1m richt I'll n:Jk the question ago.in, 
1 

Q Wnere were· you on the mo rning o£ ;t7th of December 1944? 

•A 



and Buellingen at about 1600 houro on the 16th of Decembel' 

in the aftemoon I fell back with my tank and I hud a substitute 

tank oent £or fro:n the Second Pl atoon, from the g roup of Bodo . 

On the 16th of December I ho.d tile radio installed into this t nnlc. 

Since it waB not posoi blc that in the evening to drive ahead oinc e 

the r oad was canpletely ja:wned flO on the morning of the 17th of 

December at _around eight o •clock I cwne to Loohei'll by detours over 

fielao and roads, I .irrived in I.ooheim at about ten o 1cloclc, · 'ltlen 

I went ahead and arrived in L:mzerath. Befor e Lanzerath I hit 

the wrecking unit of the Pa.nzer Ucgim.ent who were trying to get 

the road clea r because on the 16th of Dece.11bcr some tanks had 
0 

hit some mineo, Since the road was cut off ther? I ha.d t o wait 

about one hour. I wo. o aoked by a.n ofticer there to look nround 

and see it there were any more mines at this spot where the tanko 

were standing and I used m,ym~sen~i:imo.r my company who picked 

· up two mines . The:i I vient oi:i 1'rom Lanzerath to the sta.tion Ducholz. 

I arrived there at approx:Lrn.ately t\Telve o'clock. 

Q Were you alone at that time or were you with a colwnn? 

0 A I was alone ,in my tank. 

0 Q When did you ca.tch up and rejoin your column? 

A I caught up with the Column in the evening on the 17th 

01' Dcomtber in one locality before st, vel.ot .-

.Q Where, with reference to Stav:el.ot, east, Vl'eot, north ·or 

south? · 

A Ea.at or stavelot. 

Q Were ~u ~ ~~·en on the ~ming· or the 17th ·or 

" Dec~bor, .i944?° 
A No., 

Q Al. any, t~~· d~ring°.' tb·r 1?\~h~ ot ·Dec_cmber w•re you .at·... .. : . . . ,:, 

Bual.1ingen? • • .;. 

· A Yea. 

http:Stav:el.ot


o· 

Q At what time? 

A 

Q 

A 

I arrived in Buellingen at about .1400 or 

Did you leave Buellingen that ~? 

Yes. 

1430 hours. 

Q 

A 

At what time? 

It micht have been aroWld 1500 hours. I had to stop in 

Buellingen because there was heavy e.rtil1ery upon Buellingen. 

Q In tho march did you yourself pass tho Malmedy Cross 

Roe.do at any time on the 17th of Dec~11ber? 

A Yes, 

Q At ,mat tin10? 

A At around 1900 hours, it was already dark. 

Q In tho vicinity or the Cross !toads what did you do, 

if anything? 

A That was the road on vlhic;h I ho.d to drive to catch up 

with my colwnn. 

Q What did you do, i1' anythinc? 

A I stopped shortly be£01•e I reac11ed tho Croaa Reado to~. 
look ut my map to see which road I ho.d to take and then just 

drove by the Cross Roads. 

Q Do you remomber tho accused Willi Schaefer's statement, 

Prosecution's Exhibit P-109? 

A Yes. 

· • Cl. Which apj:,earo .on png!' 1399 or t~e i?ecord? 

A -. Yes. 

~ Q.. I 1m going to ~ead t~io and I 1ll give it to you, wherein 

h~ sa.f-d~. the ~Ollo\'l~ng: 

·... · • • i~'·: co.'.ll~~. c~dei-' fro1S :·o~el'sturintu.~hrer Fra~z 
.... ··Soiv~rs: •In .'ti1(iitg1i'1:> rrorn·,the '16th to the 17th or . 

··:·:-,: :·:P,~tj·~~,e~.:1?4i~ ·,v,8 ~l.Cft' ."our· asoembly are~ in th ei, :&igUgau' 
· ·. ··sec't:or a.'nd droV• up to the attack. A:J w~ had steering . 

· troUble our SP'!'( ,dropped oui; we caught up,; however, "with 
.. the Co:npany in Tirimon"tt and then"pI"Oc"ceded with them 

together No nrri'Ved at a~ big. cross-road situated 18.t · 
a.bout 4 1ml north o£ Dlgolsdorf. Ylh~n we hnd reached 
thia crotja-road we took a left turn around tJ1.c, cu.,r.te an"d 
stopped our SPU at about the northern end or a lgfsture 

a on :the right s;~~; or. 

http:cu.,r.te
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or it, In our group at that time were Oatur . Sievers; 
Qs t uf, I?wnpf, the co."lllTUmding officer of tho 9th Pz . Pi 
(9th Armored E'lleincoring Co, TN); Ustuf. Seitz, tho 
platoon lcq_der of the 1st platoon or the J1•d Pz. Pi Co,; and 
perhaps s till othors rl11000 nwneo I cannot remember any 
more , 

11As wo were utanding tho1·e, I noticed on thi8 pasture 
on ,m.ich about 50 bwnpcd off A.rnol'ica.n prinoncra of war 
were lying, the following : I saw t hat severnl of theao 
Americano wore still livina; , because they ntill moved am.I 
alao grou.ned , 11 • 

Q I s that true? 

A No. 

Q What happened? 

I didn't even sec o.ny prisoner of war there nor anyone 

Jhot , Schaefer ,·m.s in 1ey vehicle a.ll l"ight but passed tho 

Croes noads at the so.me time at around 1900 hours hilnself. 

didn 1t oce any Oberstunnfuehre1• Rumpf at !,ho Croaa noad:i nor did 

I sec S!';itz nor Beutncr. 

Q Do you reme.11ber the written statement of the accused 

Sprenger, Pro3ecution 10 Exhibit P-h4, appcarin!! on pti.go 632 or 

the record? 

A Yea, 
(J 

Q \'fl1oroin he said tho following: 

0 11 ur1e lert this houue tor La Glcize on the night or 20-21 
December and arrived in IA Gloizc at da\'m or the 2lnt or 
Decenb~r, 1944, I have dra\'m a sketch of La Gleiz.o ohowing 
tho part or the tovm where we dispersed our SP\'1' :'.l, the 
church, tho :JChool, etc, Thio oketch i s 1igrked Exhibit 
IIF11 , It i:J uttachcd hereto and made a. part hereof. \7o 
entered La. Gloize on tho road sho\'m on t ho, upper right 
darner rrom Stowuont, travelled aroWld the church Wld · 
uiopc1•sed our S?.'/1.!I as :Jhotm by roctanglc:J numbered .3 , J~, 
5, 6, 7 and· S . 0 

• 

• •' 110n the ~ame day vie arrivetl in La Glcize anci while I w11o 
in tho houoe ±.huve mar'kcd nu:ubcr 1 on E<hibit 11F11 , ~tu1~nann 
Harbebt Losensld told mo nt .about J 01• 4 P .U. tho.t he h~O.d n 

• seen Obe1·stu1mi'uel11•er Siove1·s, Oborocharf\ie!J,rer Schaefer,. 
Unte~~charfuehro'r Dcutner, Rottenfu0hrer Ua.x Hanmerer • 
and men ofa the~ 1 s t Platoon of th~ 3rd PionCer · Compnpy shoot 
9 American pri:Jon·ers of war by•the tlchoolhou:J o, Q He told me 
that · it had hapnenc'd on the bi't aide 'Or tho uchool ao ond 
ra.cOo the,; ~&hooi fronl ths chu1·Ch. He ·rurlh"r told me"that 

Q Qberotunni'uehror Siovora had told !1im to 0keop qUiot <!bout 
+t and not, opea.k abd'ut it to anyone. I never went. to the 
spot whor'e Lo:Jensld • said .t h i.:ao pl'iaonora t1ere nhot IIJ)d I~. 
di'd not aeo tho bodioa.,• 



• • 

• • 

"The men or the 31'Cl Pioneer Comp,lny had taken up 
orrenaive positions a.bout l i to 2 kiJ.omcteru outriido o.r 
La Gleize on the road from Ln Gleize to Sto:.Lrnont, the 
l:Jt Platoon being on tho left side or the road and the . 
2nd Platoon beine on the rieht side of tho road. About 
the only personnel in La Gloize were the drivers and 
o.asisto.nt drivers of the SPi'fls. 

11Sievers, our Company Coounander, Schaefer, our troop 
leader, Beutner, our Pla.toon Leader, and Hammerer, who 
wca the meuaenger, were in Ln Gleize becauoc they were 
just aetting up the Company C.P. 11 

ID that true? 

A No. 

Q Juat ,mat did happen? 

A I ,·10.s in Sto.umont from 19th to 21st of Decc.-nbor and 

never le.ft Stownont during that time, Only- around 7 o 1clock in 

the oveninu we loft Stoumont o.nd marched in the direction o.r !..a. 

Gleize. I arrived in La Gleize at around 2300 houru and tho next 

mo mine on tho 22nd of Dcce:nber at around 8 d 1clock I le.rt La. Glcize 

with my fighting unit and we marched in the direction of Thirimont 

and went into position with my ; ompo.ny before Stoumont c.nd viaited 

/ La Glei~e again on tho 23rd in the afternoon at 1600 hours for one 

hour because I had been ordered to a. conference with Pootochke and 

there received my ordera to break out on the night of the 23-21~• 

OthC?n·1ioe I novo1• 3D.\'f Lu Globe. 

Was Schaefer in La Gleizo during the d.i.;r on tho 21.at of 

December? .. . A He came to IA Gleize• with mo a.rid loi't on the 22nd with 

me to go to Borgownont. .• 
Q \'fnn l.oaen!lki \1i.th yell in La Gleize ori tho riis t\t of the 

21st?· 
A · • ; c311't ::;ay. fOr sure. . . , . .. 

.. Q ••• wa\ HamRlerer • in ti1 

Gle\zc an ~ho ..n~h~· Or the 21st? 

A . No, he Wl\S still• ,.pl pos! ti,;m with me. • 

Q W~s Bcut·n·or ,Tith you in La Gleize on the 2lot? :. " . . 
A Dtiutncr ,ms buried in La Gleiz-, on the 21st. 

http:o.asisto.nt
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Do you r emember tho ntatcmcnt of Sprenger, 

Prosecution Exhibit P-44, appe:1rinc on page 633 of the 

R0 c~rd, wherein he D.lid the follo;'dng : ( Reading) 

11
About- 8 o 1clock nt nicht on the 22nd or 

December I wns in the cellar of house number on 

~hibit 1FI . At that time, Rottenfuehrer 

Goldschmidt told mo that 15 American prisoners of 

war had been shot lrJ Siovcr s , Schaefer, Peppi U.Uor, 

Dcutnc,r, Jlamracrcr and himsoli in back or the ochool 

house. He did not t ell me the exact ti.me? they wore 

shot or any or t he circwnstances. I never did see 

the bodien oi' thenc Amel'i cnn soldiers . At about six 

o • clock in ti~ evcn:Lng of tho 23rd of December 

~ttcni'uehrcr 9oldacJunidt and Sturmann J achim 
0 

Hof~ came into tlu: cclJ.ar or house number l,· where 

I was nnd t1Jld ua that , they had been present at tho · 

shooting of about 100 American priaoners ot ','tar in tho 

pasture behind tho ochool. Hofmann himself made thio 

state1:1.ent and I remember dJ.s~ct;ty t hat he used the 

l'tord rm, 1 
• Since he and Goldschmidt had come into the 

. . 
cellar together I naturally assumcied that he and • 

Goldschmidt ~ad ~ tnossed th~ .ohoo_!;ing toge €her . I 
0 

never sarr the• bodies of t hese American aoldiers.• 11 

Ia that tr,ue? 

A Ho• . 

Q l'fh•t did hnppon? , 

A I cwas all clat •~ DourgoZllont on the 22nd und never 

·. 
w~ in La Gleiz~. 

Q Dj,.d, you return t~o Laaleize on that day? 

(Sie_yero -DirOct} 



0 

• 

A No. 

Q Did your c ompany r eturn tt> La Gleize o.i't or . 

that at any.. t i.no? 

A On the 23rd when we atarted our r etreat. 

Q ./\bout what tilllc? 

A I t ,·ra:; at two o • clock .from . the 23rd to the 24th . 

Q Have you hard the writ ten statement read in thio 

case,received in evidence in t his c.ise, by tlw accused 

P.ofm;um, Prooecution Exhibit P-46 nppearinf; on page 6,51. of 

the Rocord? 

A Yc!l. 

Q \'/heroin he, said th:it on t he morning of l$ 

December in Stoumont aftor entering Stoumont he parked his 

SPW noa.r a· otoro on t he m:iin :::treet and t hat he then joined 

a goup or conrades whitih include Sievers , Schaefer, Sprcns:cr, 

Ueve and Gold!lchmidt that ho heard Schaefer tell Spranger to 

take two American P:'f 1o aw.i.y and bump them of! and before 

Scllacrer gave that order to Sprenger he conversed i1ith Sievers. ' ' 
and ,1hen Schaefer gave t he order to Sprcriger, Sievers mis 

. . 
stnndina next to Sc~cfer and heard the order. Jl9fmann 1~ther .. . 4 

said in his sta.tcm,nt tlmt the P'\'lls were ohot. Is tha.t true? 
u ~ • . " 

A llo, I don 1 t even lmov, this wholo caso . I was., 
.~tu.nding, at tho otoro a.11 -rieht at tho beci.ru)ing lY~cn I canie 

in, but not later. 

Q At ,1hat time 1Tas th~i? 

~ ~ -st ;t th;l;~~ ;,,~l;c(~c 'paa'Sed .t~ough St~o~t · 

at arOW1d eleven o 1clock.-
0 

Q Ch~ ,1hai date? 

A On tho 19th of Decembei- ' 19u4 

I 
(Sievors-Diroot) 



Q What did you ~o in Stoumont on that day? 

A I ·,·ras con'ilitted there wlth my company and the 

first job I hii.d was to sciarch the locality for prisoncro of 

irar and to secure i t with one part of the coopany toward the 

north. There were prisoners oi' war brought in continuously who 

v1c1·e led back. 

Q Did you give any orders on that day to shoot 

prisoners of w:ir? 

A No. 

Q Did you give at th.o.t tin1c any order to shoot 

prisoners oi' war with a bazooka? 

A tlo. 

Q Were you in a. castl0 or a chateau in Stoumont on 

· tho 21st of December? 

A Yes. 

• 
Q \'/hat happened? 

A On the 2oth or~D0 comber I ,raa throrm out of the 

• castle by an American counte_r .:ittack. Sturmbanni'uchrer 

Pootschka cave me the · order on the same d; y to st:irt Mother 
., D • (I 

c_iu,nter attacK in order t ~ get ~aclt ~he 4'lost. pos1i ions. This o 
11 

Counte; Qttack took lac·e• &t 112300 hours. I ccntered, tho caStJ.c 
~ • 0 "' • • •c. • ..• 
rrith my- plat,oon ~ d ; gain took t hi? caOtle ~ut .~ could not take. 

.• over the' pld rr.ain front line g.3cauee ,tho Americans \'fere in 

"there oolid. The Am!:ri~dns ' tried to t ~raw m'e .out ot ~llll 

c~tl~ _ac"":1-n ' o~ thc, 2~i ~a.nd the battle aga_~ ,started around 
0 0 

t~e castle .'on·- t11Q · 21st 'Arid ·1t ·Y/49' a:··vcry'· Ji~Q ~fight. Thd 
·-· ~ ,.. -: :··_'·:,: .... ; :_")_.... .. . . .. . . .- ... :. 

. -·.-: ~ . .'. ~~r~c_an, Tf~~e :.s_h~et.~ .1n ~there .ITT.th \ an.Jes . and bazoo)~as. 

· ci ~ · \'lhen ' you •Bay ohooting• in .there, are you referrinrr 
~ ' • • .. • • u 

to the cas tle or chateau? 
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.. 
0 A Yes. 

Q Contin\le. 

A C'ne room a.ttor tho othor waa takeri away i'rom 

me a.nd at the last I wa::i tho ho.ppy a.mer of the ldtchcn 

only. All a.fternoon we were fighting over the Jd.tchen. 

Since I had to defend JilYl]clf I had one bazooka shot along 

the hall but never on surrendered prisoners of \Tar. Since 

the Americans ;rerc shooting into this building with tanks 

0 and probabl y didn I t kna:r that their own troops were in the 

0 castle and had occupied all the room:J, naturally, tho 

Americans yielded·whcn they rrere shooti."lg in there 1'1ith tanks 

nnd tank destroyers. · ' [ 
I . 

. 

Q Did you ever toll Rumpf , the ac~ui:;ed .Rumpf' that 

y~ ahot American prisoners of;·ar while you were in that 

castle? 

A No. 

Q Have you" hoa.r~ 'Rumpf l s !;'ritten ::itatement, re-

0 ~civod in evidence, Prosoc\ltion Exhibit P-55? 

A Y0 s. .. 
~ 

• 0 • O 

.. follarlng: • 'I'ti.at you said, . •I ave sq,awn them .what it m'e ans 

to ir~i ta~ the ·~l d Siev: r?· ~" ' • Did ~oo s·=y t l;t? • . . ... . . . .. 
A r mich\ 113:c said th.lt they are l}ot going to 

· llU~'coed 1n ' throwing ne OU:t of' the ca.stle. If I said, "the 

old sievers 11 or-not r ' do· not •lmw.· 

LT. COLONEL D\iiliELLs · There was one question,. . 
may it pleas_e the Courh concerning ?Jl :lnciderit '~in eithei:: 

.Buellingen or in~~_ons!eid in which' I evide1!tly t1a.de an 

error • . I ,1,ouJ.d like to, ask iha•t ques,tion on redirect alXI. 



in the meantime I could check to see what the~,?ther was. 

No rUl'thcr ques tions. 

mioss EXAl!IIIATIO!! 

• QUESTIOl!S DY PROSECUTION (CAP'nUI! SHU1!ACKER): 

Q Sievers, hc;v olcl are you? 

A Jl, 

Q How long had you been a Company Commander at 

the time of this Eifel Drfensive? 

A In a replacement battalion? 

Q Do you mind on cross examination testifying 

from what you remember and from what you kna.v and if you 

want to refer to Y,OUr notes, ask f:ir t ~em and I will hand 

-them to you. 

A , I don It need any notes. 

Q Ho-n long had you been a company coDIJilander at 

the time of this offensive? 

A I took over the 3rd Pionoer Company around tho 

15th of Octobor J,944. 

Q \
1fuat coZ:pany• had you, comm.anded prior / o that? 

A One company at a replacement batto.lion. . . . 
• Q ... P-ow•long had you been c~mmander ~f · that canp'any? . . . .. ,, ' 

A I ·qlld several bec-.us~ those we~e training 

grwps. .. 
_Q Hcr,1 lo~g had you been a.n officer :it the time 

of this off~'lBivo? ' 
0 

A, ·: S~ce \ he 21st CJf Febnul;.y 
0

1943. 
• t •• 

H07f lOn~ had 'you been in the•SS at tho ti.me 

of this offensive?. . 
A Sinc'e 1936 I have been in the \'laffen ss_. 

0 



--·:· .. 
Wat.fen SS? .. 

A In the~I.a.bor Service. 

You were in ti~ Allgemein 55? 

A No. 

Q Were you o. _Party member prior to 1936? 

A Ho. 
. ' 

Q You ,:ere the first officer in the 1st Panzer 

Regiment, were you not, Sievers? You even told the in­

vestigators that th~re were such thines as Band table 

. exercises at Weiltlrswist, is that not true? 

A I don 1 t know that. 

Q There uarc aand table exercises at \'/eilers:·d.st, 

were there not? 

A In tho vicinity o! \'foilcravrist . 

Q And the only thing l·rrong in your statement about 

those aand table ·exercises is what went on there, is that 

correct? · 

A I don't understand. · 
. • ,tl/

Q Did you not testify Yri~h r esp:,ct to 'the statement . ' 
yo,I made at Schwaebiach Hallr,conccrning nhat took place at. . ,.
the sand ta! le; e~ercises at l'feUersvriot?1 

A Yes. 
~. . 

Q And you said that the ~~atemcnt in that af.fidavit 

w1th respect to terror method.a -atldl Bo forth had n·ot been 
0 

discus~ed at thes·e s~d table cxerci.ses was incorr~ct? 

A Yea. • , ,,. ____,. · • 
. . . 

And YO}l ;s~y :na.v that 18 "the •onl{" thing in 

that s ~~tement Pr'osecution F«hibit Number P-12 that is in­

'borrect? -
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.. 

A I 
• ' • .. t 

1didn t ;1ritc anything about terror methods 

in P-12. 

Q That io n mistnke on the part of the Prosecution . 

I am referring to Prosecution Exhibit P-25, S1cvero. Did 

you say any-thine a.bout terror methods in Prosecution 

Exhibit P-25? 

A Yes, 

0 
Q That ,1as the second s~tement you had sianed 

and had been sworn to, is that correct? 

0 A Yes. 

Q lhat ono was dated the 27th of February and 

Prosecution Exhibit _P-12 was dated the 25th of February? 

A Y0 o. P-25 on the 26th and 27th. 

Q I refer you to Prosecution Exhibit P-25, which 

is the ntatemcnt signed by you dated 27 February 1946 and 

V I Will re.fer you especilll.ly to tho okotoh" · I attached thereto, 

0 I s tlu t correct, oub~ta.ntinlly? 

Q A 

Q • I refer- y~u to oko; ch µ. wnich is..., : drawing or 

the rorester •s house in the DLankenhoLn woods, attach~d to" . . 
Prosecu~on Ex_hibit~ P-25 ai,,~ ask. you if that is sub: tantially 

: correct? .. 
A i s r~ as I could imacine itJ this sketch.is 

correct. I was tMre only once, • 

Q In ?ther i10rdsJ you d,rerr those t;ro sketches from 

your best rocollsction?· . . " 

Q And sketch nu.."tboi:, III a\.tached to the sane 



0 

there in the Blankenhei.m Woodo , does it not? 

A Yes, it is :.ha,m there ~ 

Q You dren those three sketches by yourself with-

out any hel p from Licutcm.int P~rl or !Jr . Thon, is that not 

true? 

CAPT,\HI SHUUACKER: If the Court please, I be­

lieve this woul d be a good. place to stop. 

DEF'EHSE CCUNSEL: I would like at this time to 

request t he papcrtJ that were taken away from the accused 

be turned over to the Chief Defense Counsel !'or hol ding 

until we recess. 

PRESIDEl!T: Court will reiceso until 15J0 hours . 

(ilhcrcmpon court rocosscd until 15)0 hour s .) 

.. 



3130-1130 

(:] 

.. . 
•" 

~- - ._.
(Yhereupon at 1630 hours tha Court reoo:wanod.) .. 

Ct • • • ... ·--·,:·,· :_· :· ; 

PRESIDB1rr1 Take your aeo.ta. Tht1 oourt wi.11 .o.om~ · to or~or. 

PROSECUTION, tr the Court pleaae, let the reoord show that 

all tho members of the Court, all the membara of the rroseout1on with 

the exoopt1on of ~t. Col. Cr_aw!'ord, who is nbaent on buainoaa or the 

Proaeout1on and Capt. Byrne, who ha.a boi,n excused by varbo.l orders or 

tho Ccm--.n.nding Genori!.l., all the mombors or the Defense wl th the 

exception of Dr. Pfietor, Dr. UJor, Or. Wieland and Or. Leiling Wlo 

are o.baent on buaineu of tho Defenao, a.11 or the defendants and the 

reporter era preeent. 

ffBFENSB, Th.a Defense reoa.lla the aoouaed, Franc Siever,s,, 

FRANZ SIEVm.S, one or the aooUeod, reawtad the atand and 

turther testified through an interpretor ae follows, 

CROSS BXAYINATION (COHTINUEI>) 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPT, SBUJ;ACKBR), 

Q I believe you ato.-bsd on direct examinntion, Sievers, tho.t 

during tl!a oouree or tho first interrogation on 26 February 1948, Yr. 

Thon, one of the interroga.tore changed hie method or interrogation? 

A No, I SO.id 1st Lt. Perl• 

Q You reoognbed thia change ill:mediataly and the method or 
0 • 

interro&9-tlon:-.:s •omplord1 • • • 

.• • ~ • Yea~ beo: usa ha took m; to th9a window° l iito the maOhi~ r : om• 
... • • " • (lo • • • • ' ft • 

'Q. / Yhara• ia Git ~a took yw1 0 

A He took me to ",the window and aaid, "Sl&vors, look out here, 

look a.t _tho two ball courts • . .ui ,tho qn :.mo ar~ 
0 

playing ball down 

there ~rs mon or ·tho LBSAB• ~ey oonteuad and now they can play"• 
. . .. . . 

•Am then he took.ma down::° the maohino ' rooia, ~ nd ha all011"ed lM. to 

talm a. lo~k 1hr,9Ugh the door ~nd told ma, ".A':l _or them a.re men from 

the LSSA.H; they . dld••not ocai'eJ!is a.nd thiy oou!d get a,,long a. 19 well a.19 
0 

tho other ones"• 



Q And _that ocmphtoly tooled you, didn't it? 

A No, on the contrary. I denied the ,hole thing until the 
t • • 

26j;h or Febr~uary, tha.t ia, tha.l ' I did not get. the ordor. In the • 
fl•• • • o C l • 

moantime, I wa.a treated differently. 

Q Do you moan to tsll me then that this date that you l'II'Ote 

underneath your signatur"' or 25 February io Wl"ong? 

A Th& first .sheet h mining, 

Q The sheet with the date on it and your slnmtura isn't mies• 

ing, ia it? 

A 'l'ha.t1 e an entirely diftorent statement, 

0 Q Thie: atatsment has to do Mo th · the ordere you received, dooo 

it ~ot?0 
A No. I didn't stat~ anything in this atatcmont about order's• 

· Th:is rttatement Man• t enn read. 

Q Well, here's 1l statement ma.rkod 1-'roaeoution Exhibit No. 12, 

\'ibat date a.ppeara on that statement? 

A The. 25th or :February, 1946, 

Q Do you say that that ia a lio too? Is that oorreot? 

A The atatsnent ie oorroot, ciyes•0 
Ia that da.te oorreot?·o Q 

A the da.te ll'9.a o.dded upon ordor or Capt. Shume.oker .• • 

Q You me&n thl 
0 

i da.te ia •gitton d n my llandf'; itini; beftea.th . .. ' your eigm.tu.re1• 

A No, I bad to put 1~ down· upon hie orders. 

that he put 1t down, I had to do 1 t upon hl:a .ord-?rs• 

Do you mean' to teli me ·tha:t I put thla oa.th-. on here, ua1P£ 
. . .. : . 

the wrong ~&ts1 

A l'!ly· do you mean tha.~7 I don't underetand you. 

Q • Do you moan I ueod a f";,1•• oath 'l" the date thnt 1e attached 

to th'a oa.th in tllia atatemelit7 1'h1:a bea.ra the _25th or. February 1946~ 

~ ~A·· ' No, the ca.th doea not ~e&r the d&te rrcrn the 2§th or 
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/· • 
February 1916. 

•A_,,• 
:". 

Can you r eo.d English? 

No. · • •. .. 
. . ··: . . 

. 
....,.. ·~:: .~­. .. 

Q uHow do "you ,know it doesn't bear the• date or ~he 26th of 

February 1946? 

A Booaue:& I had to oh11.nge it again on the 9th ot Y.aroh. 

Q Viha.t a.re those twO i'iguree rig;ht there (indioo.ting)? 

A You put it down, tho 26th. 

Q That is my writin,:, ian't it? You eaw ma 'WI'ito it, didn't 

you? 

0 A Yes. 

) To rorruh your rooollootion, 1 will read thi11 short atat~ 

mont1 non Doomnbor 15, 1£144, Ireooived in a rorrester1 l!I houae or 

hunting lodge, near the woods in Bla.nlconhoim, a.t a Ccmpa.ny CQmn&nd.or' a 

meeting the order, 1 If it ia nooesaary and the situation nooeuitatoa 

it, tn.ko no priaonera of -.r1 • Tho Ccapaey Command.era or tho lirt 

Battalion wore present at this meetingJ rurth.onnoro a Hauptatunnfuehrar 
0 

of tho 2m Company of the 601st Section, Kins'• Tisor , only I waa 

0 prosent from rny Canpo.n; . 11 • Si~ned, Fre.nz Sie'Vera, 26 Fabruary 1946,. 
0 norn to and sub110ribed before me this 26th day or Februa.ry 1946 at 

' . 
Sahwa.ebhoh ~ l, gera:gy, •,md aigned Ro.ph~el .Sh~oker, Ca.pt., . CJdP.-., 

0 • 0 fl' . Now, you 11 ~111 di ey0~ a.t you ~~ int; rri gat,sid and 11u1.doc11. a 
1 

11tat', , ont w11h r : ap: 0~ to orders you got;,0n th: 26;. or F: bru.,.ry i'9467 

A I in:de a 11tatement on the 26th or Februa.ry 1946, a.nd thi.t 

na tho ; ame one ,' but slnoe Cap":• Shumaaker oouldn'' read it I hlld ta 

.wr:te it on th; 9th• at ll&roh, ·and UP,Cn orders or Capt. Shumaoker I • 

• ha.d to put down the· 26th or" FebrU&ey, ' tha.t the ata.tement 1had 't)le 11ame. . . 
• 0 

• do.tl a.a Men· th·o interroia.t1on took pla.o;• 

~ ~ Now• Yo·~ 11a:,th1i'"t 
0 

you .made•& 11tatsnent on the 25th ot 
0 •• 0 tJ 

Feb~rY 1946,"' on thh same aubji,ot, but I oou.l.dn1 t read Your stat~ 
0 fl ••• 0 " . 

o mep.t ao.., ,you had to Z"ewrite it on the 9th ot W.rob, 11 that ·rlghtT 



• 
A Yoo, and the oath on the old ata.tement ,ma torn off. 

Q Sfevera! do you remsn ber when I admlniatored the oath to 

you? 

A Yas. 

Q Did I uae an interpreter to trandate the oath to you? 

A Yes. 

Q ilhat gives you the idc1l the.t I can read German if I have 

to have an interpreter to translate an oath? 

A Read German? I don't know that Co.pt. Shumaoker oa.n read 

Q Didn't you juat testify, lcoa than two minutes ago, thiit 

the reo.oon you had to rowriW thia ata.tsnent was that I couldn't 

read it? 

A Well, that waa like thh. In the ortioe, llhere the atat&* 

ment wa.11 suppoaod . to be tranala tad, they oouldn' t read the eingle 

words, and Capt. Shum&abr told me to re,rrite it beoauao they oouldn1 t 

read the 'll'Ords. 

Q So now it 1a somebody else Mo· oouldn1 t read your atato-

mant, is that oorroot? 

A No, it •a Capt. Shumaoker W'lo told me, through e.n inter-

• Pre~er, t~ at t he at~temont ,~ a hieglbl/~d I had t a' rawrita it• . 
• • • • o• • ; .•\, ._ • .. -... 

Q f od, lffla.t did yoU do, takci your old sta.tmient a.nd try !° 

w;ita tha wcrds rriora plainly, is 'that correct? 

A I wrote axactly ;ne sama words, with tha axo.aption or om 

word, a~ that was ·a. "sta.ta or a.rra.ira 11 tha.t ,..a a.dded·. 

• Q So your only- oanpl&int about Pro~eout~on1 s .Exhihit N~, 12 

is tba.t it a~ould ha.VO bean dated the 9th or Jla.roh instead ar the 

: 26th or Februa.ry? · 

0 

Q·· • i.nd cyua say the worda, "ota.~e or atl'a.ira" waa added.1 
~ . . 

A Yes. 1° dr:,.w Cap':• 

(Sbvera - Crou) 
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• • 
Q Well, see if you oan find it in hero. 

A It ia right here, ~ •- . 
Q Wo1i [ it is importilntJ iet' a get it atra.i(;ht. If it 1a • .. \"state or affairs", I oan1 t see it in the transla.tio114 

, INTERPRETER, It ;;ay bet J11Y fault, in tra.nisla.tini that as 

"state of a.ff'lt.irs", 'ftbioh ehould be tro.nsla.ted here as 11 aitua.tion" . .. 

PROSECUTION (CA.PT. SBUKACKE8.), (To Interpreter) I suppoae 

you had better tranalata those rona.rks to the Defense ooUnael and 

acouai,d. 

QUESTIOllS BY PRDSEC!JTION (CAPT, SHOW.CKIB) 1 

0 Q So then, a.s I understand it, Sievers, the way your first 

0 ata.tscent rea.d waa, "If it is neoeeoa.ry, take no priaonere of v.nr", 

a.nd then 'Mlen you wrote this one, Ylhio~ you ola.1.m we.a prepared in 

Maroh, you made it re,.d thia way, tt1r it is neoeaaary, and the aitua­

.tion neoeasitatea it, take no priaoners o£ llBr", 

A ll,ll, it ae.ys thero, 11Yflon it ia neoossa.ry", 

Q And ·otherwise the two atatsnantr wero tho eo.me1 

A Yes, they were the eamo. 

Q So oaning ba.ok to the original quoation then, you were' 
interi-ogated and. you did mi.lee a eta.tement on the ~6th or. Februar)" 0 
_about ord; re wi"ah ~efffrenoe to priaonere or ,war? 

0 A ~ YeS, lilce it ~id tha t:,e• f' .;,··- • • f' 

i How/ I •bei bvo ~ tea-titled : o~ direo't ;~~tio~ ~ at "• 

you did not .-ke a ep&eoh ot any kind to the men. at your 4a:apany in 

S&tc..voy7 

A No, I did not make R.ny apeeoh. 

Q "nla one of your platoon leaders no.med Siot~? 

A Yeh 

• Q Did you a.tten4 a. mooting tha.t h8 donduotod and did )"Cu 

he~~th• opeeoh. tha.t he ~de to th~ men ·ot your CQnp&~ .in ~hvey? 
¥ .. • ~ •·. ' 
(Siewre ·- ~Crou) •.. 
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••• • 
,.. 

A llo• 

Q S~ ; ru don1 t know .,Wla.t he.,told tho mon or your Cocip9.ny 

' • on a.bout tho 12th 13th December 19447 or or 

A Ho gave them the orders which I g11ve himJ that is what 

he t ~ l ~ the Company. 

Q ~re you there? 

A No. 

Q. You' didn't henr ,di.at he told yoUl" m,n, did you? 

A No, 

[ Q- You only know th9 orders tha.t you gave him to pass on, is 

that oorroot? 

A YH. 

Q AM you pve him no instructions \\tt&tevor :i.bout prisonero 

of ,ror, did youT 

. '\A No. 

Q I will ask you if' thh portion of Prosei0ut1on1 s Exhibit 

no, 26 1 which io your ato.tomont du.ted 27 February 1946, is ooruot1 

0 
"During the days prior . 
11tnte tho oxact da.Y .. I 

0 nist. We le.rt Se.:~,1vey 

tha~ pe,.r,t oorreotJ 

A ~ Yea. · 
<fl 

.. 

to my departure - from Satzvey .. I oan1 t. . 
was twice at the regilMntal CP in Wolilora• 

on the 12th or 13th or DeoelJ"bor 1944". Io 

Q • , I wlll. a.ak: you ii' thio portion' ot Proaeoution Exhibit ?lo, 25 
. . . ... 

13 oorreot. You ar.:i hore rerorring to the ordors you were &ivon• ... 
on,.lly by Poetsohke on 15 Deoember 1944 a "I don't know any mora it . . . 
we war~ to pubi.iah the oont.,nto of the described aeoret order to all . 

men of the ocmpa.uy, or it' tho platoon l~&dora were .onli to bo 

aoquo.inted with thia ·hidoou_o mes.aura • • I a.saumed the latter 11Dd P;1b-•. 

liehed it 1..n thh form to my plat'oun ieadere ~ly. I did th11-t on. . . . 
the evening or Docem.b?r is, 1944:". Ia th&t oorraott 
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A I told my platoon lea.dora: l\ho.t I atated botoro on di~ooi 

examination, rand not ' a regimental order. I never saw a rogimontal. . 
order. 

Q You never laid oyes on a regimental order or 0rder11 1 did 

you Siovore? 

A Not the l'IB.Y it io contained in thero. 

Q I am talking 's.bout the regimenb.l. order·3 or the ,1st Panzer 

Regiment, iasuod on the night 16 December 1944, prior to tho Bi!'al 

orrendve. Did you aeo it or not? 

A Ho. 

Q So you don 1 t know Wult mLG in it, do you? 

A No. 

Q It never did 0001" down to your Canpo.ny, did lt? 

A I might htl.vc gotten a. regimental order , but I l\lrea.dy om-

phaoizod, not suoh a.n ordor. 

Q rho were your platoon loaders at thia time? 

A 2nd Lt. ·sett,, Sgt. Beutoer, 2nd Lt. Ks.mpto, e.nd Sgt. 'l'home.. 

Q How mlny or those otrioora w-,ni: with your Company into th:,. . . 
orronaive? • 

A All or the~• .. 
Q K&mpfe •wen;. witli you too? .. • q 

• , A c Be left with me on the 16th• ot D~ omber. • . 
Q • ~ I will. ask yo~ if' thi8 part.graph 1h Prosecution Exhibit 

Ho. 26 is oorrootl "Tho platoon leaders who I gave thoae ordora wore, 

·Unteraturmtuehrer August T. S8itz, 'Untoriturmi'uohror Rudi Ka.mpro and 

Oberaoharfuehrer Max Bi,utner. A.t that time I did not read, tJ:l.e regi00 

msntal order to theui boo&.U1118 th" dooumont we.a only ~ead to mo .. it 

was nOt! given . to zoo .. , therefore I said to my platoon leaders ' that th8 ., . . ~ . 
one.my roaista.noe hnd to be"' brokan, it noouaary, by terror and if the 

• • .. • • 'II 

oi~tion requ'iroa it, tO ahoot p-;:~i301J0r a 

(Siovors· - Crose) • .. 
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oorreot? 

. A Ho. 

Q Well, if you••• 

A I did give instruotiono to my platoon leaders in the evening, 

but the ?ther things are not oorreot. 

Q And a.rter you gavo instructions to yollr platoon hadero, 

whore did you go and what did you do? 

A I eat in my vohiolo. 

Q Did you go to deep? 

A I don't know tha.t any ruo:o today. 

Q Did you attend the meetings held by your platoon leadora 

or your throo pla.toona? 

A I£ I called th& platoon ludera, I must be present. 

Q Did you attend the meetings of your pla.toombel.d by your 

platoon leadera1 

A Ot the 'pla.toons, no - not on the 15th. There wero no 

a.ssemblieo ot my C~pa.ny, nor ll'Ore there any platoon oonterenoea, 

beoauao I gavo only preliminary ardors to my platoon lea.dora for a. 

possible oom:1.Ument. And during the nir,ht tran the 16th to the 16th, 

l'lhen I got \ he crder from my regbnent, I o&lled .the plata:m ·leader8 . . 
to tr.e aml°gave them ins.truotions tor the opera.tion. .' 

Q And you Jcnow-. tha.t the7 did n"'ot a.asembl.e their respc,ective .. 
platoons? 

A I did not aee· that ; and aa I tound. out there were no 

assembliu on th& 16th. 

~ Do you know of your own knowledge, Sievers, whether or not 

the ·, platoons wore a.aaombled by thotr rospeotive platoon leader.a! 

A The ·1et Platoon •a not s.uemblad, I know that tor u·uro~ 

and I· oo.n ;,,..y tho so.me thing about tho, 2nd.. I dont t know wha.t the 

3rd a.ad 4th platoons did, beoa.use I wa.• not up tha ro llhere tlu1:( "!!'Fi 

atatiored in anothctr place, in Bqgelpu Foreet. 



Q And they didn't go with you into the Orrenaivo, did they? 

I mean J;hO 3rd Dl¼,d 4th Pla.toon117 •• • .. 
A Yes, they wont into j;he ~ri'enaive on the: lsth. 

Q How far did they _get? 

A 'l'ho 3r~ and 4th P,latoc;m wont up •to Loaheim with ; he 

armored group, and then thoy were detnohed beoa.wio or the bad road 

situation, and they foll out ii.nd leteir on rejoined the Pioneer 

Ba.ttalion. 

Q So, _aotually they didn't 'partioipa.te in the Orfendve, did 

they Sievera?
0 

A They pa.rtioipe.ted in the Eifel Otronaive, but not with ttu, 

0 Paru:er Ragiment but with the Piomor Battalion. 

Q They didn't partioipato under your oonma.nd, did they? 

A no. 
Q. Now, when you were at Satney,' you had no ini'ornntion e.t 

all about this Offensive, did you7 

A No, bsea.usa I didn't know a.nything about this Offensive. 

Q So the ?1'18Dc- of your 'Oc;mpa.ny wore sent into the Ottensive 

0 w1 thout any order·s r or in~truotio~: 'lfflataoover from either- yo~ ?;~ho 

0 platoon lea.~era, is tho.t .oorr~ot'l ~~~~~-
•l No: 'My men !'!Ir~ inatruoted .the· morning of tho . 16th.. .. ·. . -· . .. 
,Q And who f natruoted them on that 0008.aion'l 

A 'l'lu, platoon· leaders or the ,quad leader. 

q \Yere you preeent a.t o.11 thoiie' 'inatructionn or all those 

to?r plo.tooM? 

A No. ~ I •gave order, to the ,::ila.toon lea.due to inatruot' tile 

men. 
Q And war~ 'yoµ preaent at any"or _the ~eetinge of' th' pla.toon 

held on ~e · 16t.h ~t Deeember_ 19441 

A ' No• 

http:Oc;mpa.ny
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ah-10 Q And Wlat speoifio intitruotiona · hnd yo~ given your platoon · 

0 1ao.d~r\ ; bout pri aoners or war? · " ~· 8
,. 0 • .~ 

A c. . ~y,.;,~;ruoti..9na ,rere ti;" oo.me contents ,i,.io.~ I. reo ~iv~: fran 

the Pe.n.zo ~ Regiment in ., u, ewning ot th~ 16th.; 

Q I ask you again, what inatruotions did you give your. . 
platoon letidere with rospeot to the treatment of prisoo.era or w.i.r'l 

A That it 1'8.8 not our task to bother e.bout priaonera or war, 

it wo.s our task to breP-k thrwgh tho lino a or the eMmy, and our 

ardors said to p;-,t to the Mno.u a.a ru.at e.a posaible, that tho follow­

ing ini'untry will oloan the areas e.nd will tak~ ouro o·.r the pris_onera. 

Q Now, is tho. t all you told than'l 

0 A I t:1.l@:Pt have said ·one or another word more, but the sub-

stance was the same• 

Q , Very well. Now, ,,hat instructions did you givo them with 

ronpoot to Wlat they should do if the enemy insi.eted upon surrender­

ing to them? 

A Thay -did, whon we had to to.lee priaonars -- that is, thay 

wou14 be eent bo.ok to tl!,e reo.r along tha route ot adya.noo, a.long a 

0 column, and tha oolumn had tha lentth ot about 16 to 20 kilaneters.. . 
0 ;~ Q. o Am you didn't know what pr~oteotion Ol' wha.t aupport you 

-_ ~. ~ • o• , 
had on your tl!l-nks, t id you? • 

A Tha.t the ini'a.ntry ~s oomin~ behird ua, wo'uld bo coming • · . 
C'I behind ua, a.nd then -- and that we ware on tha road with all ou1• 

vohioloa, the enamy would not attaok uo. 

Q _ Now, I ark you a.gain Siovoro, o.o:\, request ~l\.t yoli ann,or 

tlJ;e queo:tion_. You did not ~°":' and it wa.o no oonoern of the 

a.nnorod column -..ha.t support it h,ad on ita tlADlca or. ~t the enemyJ 

•e doing on its fla.Dlcs ', Ion't that W\a.t you' juat testified to 
p • ' " ' • 

on direct enm.11111.tion, in aubatanoe'l 

A \'hat they would do ·w1.th our flanka, I did not talk a.bout 

our fle.llka up to now. 

mailto:t:1.l@:Pt


• 
Q. You did no~ s11Y on diroot examinatio~ that you woul.d d~i : 

a.head swi!'tly e.rd would not pay o.ny a.ttention t~ YJ ur, fla.~ .8( ~:~~ .·· .J.. };,i -:. 
011

A That i said w'at we ,.:;o not ~ l>o, ~/&.~u{~~~-:-~~~P;na .. .· 
• .. i' • ••• 

; n ~e lett· and i n . the ri~i aiUe of •the road, 

~ .Q '?bll, 1arl1 t tha:t: the ~o thing as not pa.ying e.ny attention 

to you~ i'lanlca, Siovors? • 

A Well, it is tho sruno, b.lt I didn1 t know Wlo.t you mee.nt with 

"flanks", 

~ Now, it you didn't know W\nt tho situation llO.s on your 

i'lanka. you were still juat going to let the prisoners of 1119.r 1dto had
0 

aurrandorod -~k down tho road tov.arda the roar, along the route or 

0 
your !ldvanoe, 1a thG.t right? 

A Yes. 

Q And it w&8 no oonoern or yours \'lhe.towr 11' these prisonero 

llho had been o&ptured rciturned to enemy linoa'l 

A They couldn't go bo.ok to ihe enemy lines, beoe.uae they had 

to tre.roh a.long 0W" mo.robing oolumDa, and I c.lreo.dy ae.id tha.t our. 
0 

ma.robing column had a len..g.th ' about 16 to 20 kilom~tera. 

0 
, Q And yo_u; infantry•b&hind - on £00; behind, was goi~. to 

• be right behind ·the •laet vehioie in the 
1
001wnn.! )S~~ ~ ~~:~J,g~~.i_' '', ·• 

A c!h~Y· oa.'tl.e behind on root, ali o: "vehiOle·~-r ~;,r·~~-;~1;.;: hat 
• • r •• 

a parachute •regim8nt. 

Q Th8re was no urgency nbout getting theee prisoners ba.ok to. . . 
the Division O.P. ~e thei-,81 , 

A '1'hey Wl!lre taken over right ! WO.Y by the infantry and the 

inf'a.ntry ha.d to dir~ot them. 

Q Now, you say Ur. 'l'ho~ &nd Lt. Perl, the inhrr?gatora W\o 

qu~ationod you at"Sahn.8biaoh Ha.11 : never: did fool you, 1a tha.t 
0 

right! 

A: Well, they nan mhtroated ~· 

(Sbvor t - CroH) 
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• • 
Q You understood that th"Y' W\'lrO putting on an act, in an 

effort to oonvinc" you to t"ll th" ·etory a.bou ~ th" orders a.nd prisonors 

or vm.r ,,a10 y;eru t,ltot. i.l; ·'thit1 0ffonsiw-u? " • ·.;. : • • • 
",. ... ,. ; . ~,:~1 ..:~~\ . • .• . .· .. ·~l ... ! 

J\. w,11 1 I told thom that I did not know auoh an .order ; 8.nd • ~ 
• • - 'lo .: •• • • • ,· 

· thio P-25 Ma f ~orood 'f!1th a fa.he ato.tom,nt. 

Q How tall are you, Sievers? 

A Ona meter and eighty-threo. 

Q , And what do you weigh? 

A I don't know that. 

Q Well, about how much do yo~ weigh?

0 
A A hundrod and fifty poUDia. 

0 PROSECUTIOU (CAPT. SHUMACZ:ER) 1 Would you mind standing 

out on the rug, in.front of tho witness ohair (to Lt. Porl)t 

DEFENSE (LT. COL. DWINELL) 1 ll.o.y I o.sk what the purpose of 

this ie? I would like to ask the Court, I would like to find out 

rrQn the Prosecution llhat the purpose of this demonstration ia, llhat 

r-,a.l or rela.tive value it ha.a and who.t probativo value? 

' PROSECUTIOII (CAPT. SIULL\CKm), I understa.nd ,.that the 

aaou: od 1.• testii)'in{ ~oro;o this ",Court -~ ~t hs :" ro;oed to s~gn 

a sta.tonie'iii, a"nci it is implied tha.t Lt. Perl horO 18 the man 11ho 
o I • •• • o ~ ,. " ' • o ' • ' ;::-;: : ._ ~ , ; o o .,. 

ror~ed him to :iga. it. I cwould think it might be ~nteresting for 

the Court to look a.t these two men o.nd compare their aizea to detor­

mine the orodib1lity of this w1tnus 1 testimony. 

DEFENsr (LT. COL. DWINELL), I believo the Court hu bes,. 

able to ei,o the a.oouaed, Sievers, 8J:d JJr. Thon tor aoveral daya in 

Court. 

U,:w l!EUBER1 The , Court will take notioe oi' those te.ota • 

. ,The obj~otio~1 is sustained, 

QUBSTION3 BY PROSECUTION (CAPT, S!UIIACK!ll),1 

·Q Now, I be~ieve ~U were aekod on direot examination about 

(Sievers - Croes) 
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0 
0 

thG9e prisoners Or war who wore shot in StoU!!tont, according to 

Sprenger• o statement and aaoording to Rotman6.s statement on 19 

Dooembe r 1944t 

• o.,. . 
•Q • And y~ u ae.; d that ~t ia the first time you have hoard 

-abo~ that oa.se, ia that right7 

A '.l'he o·ase - Sprenger - yeo. 

Q l'hat did you mee.n by yo ur answer? When \18.8 the first tune 

yo!-! heard about that oase? \Iha it when it wus mantiomd in court 

here the other day7 

A No. 

Q Vllen you heard Spren&er1 8 statemont read in Court? 

A No. 

Q Well , when wu the first tinu, you heard about it? 

J. I heard a.bout tha.t right in Stou:mont, on the 19th or Deoembor. 

It wno oven reported to me. 

Q In other words, you do know then tha.t prisoners or \'18.r wero 

. ahot by Sprenger in Stoumont on the 19th or December 1944, is that 

~ight?'. 

A I ..heard. it. •· 
. . .. . . ~- :· ··.. . 

Q :A.Di what disciplinary !'°tion d'id you take ~ia,ino't Spr8ngert, 

A l'lhen tho.t W:.a reportad to me by th: Sgt. Schaef er, I first ·~ 

did , not believe it, and in the aeoood pla.oe I "9.8 - wo were in opera.­

tiona, and on the 21st. I detaohad myael.f !'ran the enemy and went into 

podtion again on· the 22nd , and on the 23rd I mowd out or tho enoirole­

ment. 

, Q Now, would you ID.ind answering my q'ue~tion, llhat discipllnnry 

action did you t~ke e.gai.nat Bprisngert 
I 

A None at s.11, b"eo9i.uae I, didn1 t believo that he .shot anYbody 

there. 

Q illere . lfflre you .in Sto~ont llhen you were told about the 

(Sf evers • Croas) 
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·o .. · 

shooting_: of theao Pr 11? 

A In the oo.11tle, I believe. 

Q Tha.i: .111 the outle on the weat Side or Sto.Ulll~nt? 

A Yes. 

Q And thnt wa.11 about four or five hundred motor a fran this 

littlo path-.y lfflero those prisonoro wero shot? 

A I don't know 1fflero tho pr~aomra waro· shot. 

Q r'hat did Soho.ofer tell you whon he reported to you about it? 

A I had aent Sohaeror to Oboraoharfuehror (Sergeant) Boutner 

wlth an order, and lntor on Schaefer related to mo about thoao ma.ttora. 

Q And how many did he tell you Sprenger shot? 

A I don't know that any mare today, two or three, and I didn't 

put it into my statement either. I believe I wrote down, two -- I 

don't know any more how many Sohao!'er aaid. 

Q Siovera, I am not aakin& you about what you ,n-ote dow, 

e.m _aaking you how rrii.ny priaonera Sohe.efer told yo~ Sprenger had eh.at. 

Do you know or not? 

Q And you just shrugged your ahouldera and didn't believe, 
• 0 • ' • • " • • ~ • • 

;and oo;Sequi,ntly dic3. n•t., mke :,ny inveatiga~;'?n? • . , • ,. : .:,~ 
• 0 • •• • ...... :-· •• 

A I .,.wa.nt to add aomethi~. I am n~t through" ~yet"with mi 

aentenoo, 

Q 

A At that tim I learnad from Sohaefor 1n stoumont that aau-

body h,e.d been ahot, bu~ at ,that time I ~dn't know yet b~ "Mlcrn. 

Le.hr on I only found out in Zuffonha.uaen the. t Sprenger had ahot 

aaae, llnd th;refore I u11umod tha.t ~oao were tho on~a -.dio had. boon 

shot by Sprenger. And tha.t 1a tho way I put it down in my ota.tcment,. ..~ 

1n 1:ho firm boliot it waa tho truth, 

' Q Aad ao, •t tha tlmo Soh&wC•r m&de thh repOrt to :you, ~••• ·. 

didn't know that. tho man ho wa.a talking ab'out wa. a in~or or your 

(s1,Hra .. Cross) 



• 
CanpanyI did you? 

A Yos. 

Q Yott did know.he was a member or your oompany? . · :·.:\-, 
0 0 0··i·· • ·. ;. • ··.i:1 .. .:'-i'' ... 

A Yc3 • •: •. ·~ 
·o "' ..... 

,Dut you didn1 t kn~ 
0 

his name? 

A I heard that sOlllebody had been shot, but I did not know 

exactly by ldl.om. 

Q And you didn1t ask Sohaerer ffllo shot him? 

A No. 

Q And you didn't find out until you got to Zufi'enha.u3ein in
0 

November or Deoomber 1946, is that right? 

0 A 'lb.en I .asen.nn-:,d -that those o ould be the one a.. 
Q But Soha.oi'er told you that the man in your Ccmpany had only 

shot two or three? 

A Yes. 

Q Now, you deny that you were at thia road intersection, 

i n £runt or the store Wlcn these two croups or Amerioo.n prisoners 

or war were brought in? I a.11\ talking about the two groups mentioned 

Q ·• • i n Spro!].ger1 s statem,nt. You retlllmher those, do ~you not? 

p • ~: • ~ .·• .. I 1'8.s not there' at t he ~ mo Sp~·on~er aho; them and didn't 

" .. ··:~ .1~,..~. : : .:' .". ::.":-'":· ·:: ·. ·iiJ(: ;. · · ' ·•• a.. 
Q Were you there ,when the two JJnorioan· prisonora brought'a. 

wounded Ge~uan ~ the road• intersection in· Stoum~nt, shortly before 

noon on 19 Deoembor 1944? . 

~ I did not see them. 

Q Y~ were not presont in ":he group wfth Sprenger, Hormann, . 

Rose ~ Pichler? 

0 

A No, not at thl!l.t time. 

Q Thoaa ~ s I havo men~ioned· are Mmes 'of men in ~ur 
0 

Company, ~re thay nott 

A Ye~. 



Q And you wero not present about a half hour la.tar when two 

moro America.no:, brint;ing & third wounded Amorioan on a.n improvised 

atrotoher, showed up at the ~ interaoot1on1 

A. I stay~d with the vahioles only a.bo ~~ f irtoen:'in~nu~·s·;, ~nd. 
• • ••• ;( • • • • ; •". •t • .··. ·.,. r. • 

the matte!' Ca~t. Shum&oker wants to bring up is sanelffla.t different. 

Q • I &m o.elcing~ you; Sievers, if you woro preiient o~ a atrelat , 

intors~tion in Stoumont, on 19 December 1944 with two Amerloe.n 

priooners or war llho brought a. third wounded prisoner in on an impr~ 

vised stretoher? 

A Yea, 1 saw them. 

0 Q And what did Sohaofer u.y to you a.a to -..hat should be done 

with thee& prieonere'l0 
A S,haefer co.me to me and a.eked me vitu1.t he should do with 

the prisoners of wa.r, that ia, with the wounded ona, and I crdered 

that ho waa to bo brought to tho aid station. 

Q And what 'W!Llll dom, w11h the other two? 

A I don1 t know· that. 

Q And you didn1 't hear Soha.efer glve Spronger &.nd BUl.oaohe,.tU:y
0 

ord~rs on that ocoaaion to te.ke these three down and bumpc,them oft '0 • •.• . 0 ,. • ,. • • • •• 
~t the s~e· plaou -: at the .iso.ma p1!1,oe he ha.~ killed the , two a tialr0 
h ou; berore? ., •• ··.};~):~-};iik·;:. -~· ·: 

'· •. r. 
!,. No•. . 
Q And. it Sohaefer gave. such 11n order as that, it ns not in 

your pr eaenoo aui you did not approve? 

A I never boo.rd Sohaeter give suoh i.n order. 

Q Do you deey that 8oha.efei-, on this, oooasion, aaked you if 

these pri~_onera ahouldn1 t be , bumped ot!'t 

' A · ' · I don't. remSJ!ber thio any mor~ today, rrom the lE>tn or ., 
Dooembor. ,- ..~ fJ 

. , : 9 You . ~w th~t Soh~itrer !"1a th~ troup ll'IAder of yo~r Company, 

· do . you nott 

(Sievora,... Croao:) 
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Q Re certainly knew how to haa:lle1 pri1onor1 or war, did he 

not? : .. .. 
A Y~a. 

'• . 
Q T here would· be no reo.aon for him to aok you if thoao• 

priuonera ahouldn1 t be bum.pod off, was there? 

A No reason? I don1 t understand tho que11tion, 

Q I hand you & paper and ask you if you remember writing and 

aigning that atatemont? 

A Yea. 

Q I will ask you ir that sta.tsnant oontaina the follcwing 

pa.ragn:i.phs1 "On the 19th December 1944, in Stoumont, Oborsoha.rfuehrer 

\111~1 Sohaofer asked me if' he should shoot the .two American pria oner o 

or war. Hio words werez 'Oberstunn!'uehrer, shdl , these two be bumped 

of1' 1 , pointing to tho prisoners. About this question I ,n.s remorao­

i'ully moved, booauoe I knew there oxiated an order not to inoamnodate 

ourselves ,unneoesso.rily with priaonera or wnr. 11 

Followed by these ;wo paro.gro.phs1 11 'l'herei'ore, I would have 

11 without doubt Corbi~ Sohaei'er to shoot th ; Pr honore if I oould ,h~ve 
3 • • • 

o.oted out of my own will and ooi{oluaion." • 
' • .. h • • .. !' 

Now/ oul admitted that tha.t was tr,ue, to Lt. ·Perl, · PP to 

.. that point did you not? 

A · Thia waa dictated by me that •Y, by Lt. Perl, and I •• 

even supposed to write sanething else, 

Q And thia ia v.hat els" you we.re auppoaod to write, ion1 t it? 

You were eupposod to wite in the next paragraph that beoa.uae you 

were r snoreefully ~ovod you di~ not want to have these prisoners shot, 

but you so.w Die.re'nth;ll coming do,m. the atraet, aod you weren't aure 

about hia a.ttitude, so you told Soha.efer to go ahoo.d and ' ho.ve them 

bumped ott. But inatond or 1'!'it1ng th~t, you 11:rote th.e fol!o'll'lllg 

(Siev'ers - Cfoae) • • 
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paragraph, didn't .you? 110nhappily at thia moment Stunnba.nni'uehrer 

Dieronthal co.mo tO"Wa.r<!_a me. I didn't knaw Diefenthnl'a ~oa.a on 

the qUO at1on or ~ coting oi' •p/ laom,; s. Exo'ludvely~..for this 

roaaon, I said in rgsponoo to Soho.e.fer 1 a question i!' h~ !Should bump 
0 

Orr the prisoners that they should be sent to the dressing station, 

but apparently nodding". Now, ia that true 01" not? 

A The Wlolo statement l\·ao dictated to me, and what it oontains 

in oubsta.noe ia oorr80t, that Soh•efor asked ma Wlat ?Ao to bo done 

with tho prisoners and that I ordered that they '1t1re brought to the 

0 
aid ato.tlon, and then I went aw:iy lid.th Dietantha.l to the curve. But 

0 lat Lt. Perl dictated it to mo that way, and if I wouldn't hav11 

objeoted, a~ething else would be oonhlned in the atatmnent. 

Q Now, Sievers, until you told Lt. Perl about ae&ing Dief&nthal 

up tho street, h& certainly didn't know tluit Dierenthe.l ns any,,here 

around that intersootion, did he? 

A , I rolated it to him tho wa.:, I just ea.id it hore now, and 

then it ne dictated to me the v.e.y the etntement reads now. • 

0 Q B;w did you learn at ZufreDha.usen, in · NoVombi,r or D~\~nb~r 

1946, that ~t ~ s Sp;enger llho .had f!ho:-. thes9 pri; o: era J; St~-~~~tJ 

A I already• aaid befj);- \ ha.t" 1 · a.a : um.ed it, in• th·i ; · tit~t~-~nt~ 
.... • C • C -

and that I found out cin zurreDh9,uaen that Sprenger ho.d ahot .two . 
pct0ple and aaaumed that lt •a he .ho did it. 

Q Well, I am ~slc:11:g you, Siovera, · how did you find out· and 

h ow did yo~ learn in turtenhauaen tha.t it waa. Sprong~r who ahot the 

prlooners or war in "StoumontT 

A Beoa.ua& I boa.rd about sane shooting by Sprenger in Zurt&n .. 

hauuen. 

( Sievera • Cross) -:~: 
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Q From '!,hom did you hoar it1 

A From Ho.ni.nn. 

Q That is tho sane Ho!'rna.nn whose statomsnt you hoard read · 

hero in oourt, is it not'J' "!., ...·., 
A Yeo : 

Q Now that was bof'oro either you or Bofnann o~ _Sp~ingar. 

,,.ore interrogated by Lt• Perl or o.nybodyel~o with ref'erenoe · to 

what happened in Stowront, ,\11.d/ t not? 

A Will you read the qusotion1 

• (\',hereupon the question y;e,a road by the reportsr) • 

A Yes, it was prior 1x> the intarro&ation. 

Q How long had Sohao fer boon a mo?nbor of your company prior 

ix, 19 Deosmber, 104.4? 

A He already was with tho 0O11pany -,,hen I i;ot there• 

Q You had oonfidenoe :1n him as a leader, did you nott 

A I had to haw oonfidenoe in him. 

Q caii you oxpla~ to the court why he ah~~ld havo to ,nsk you !'hat 

•Jo·a~ with t~~··. ~~ison.~-:;",·o( "."'::•. ~~·; o'.r.·~li.0 
")'. '"'\ ~~,; ?•,i~:' :,: ·i,'· .. . . . 

~\ At ;that ·moroont ,T/Sgt·:~18,vora probably did no .t lalow ·,"what':···,.: • · · · •·-- ~'. 4 .. -:·'.' . ···':1 ... ··-.:-.;·,; ... ' ;·~,.~:.··,,·,.:··:.... ':'•', ' 
he should do .,,,1th ~ho pr~a...on~rs. ·• · ,,.. •, • •.,· ··,f .. . 

Q. tls t hat "th'9 beJ!t oxplanation yo~ oa.n make? 

YesJ and then he aek"d mi, whnt ho :...,... supposed to do wi-th them 

And I toldhlln that thoy w,r_e to be brought to tho aid station. 

PR0SE:CUTION (Capt Sh~oker)1 No further . oroH; 

IEFE!ISE cumSELt Ho rodireot en.mint.timi . 

PRESI!h'"'NT1 Any quoations by tho oourt? 

LAW liEJlBER.1 Do I tmde,:etand you withdraw your reee.rvationt 
0 

DiHEN~B C0t.NSEL1(Lt. Col. Dwinnol)1 Yeo," sJi-1 I am not 
1. ·· .. . 1 

going to dk ,.that qoostion. 

PREs IIEllT1 • THere bG iqg no · quoat iona by th!t c·o.urt _,,. the 

witn~aa 
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PRE:SDEt~T: Th,re b1i1ne; no questions by tho oourt, tha 

wi-tnoes is oxouaed. 

IBFE?ISE COWSEL1 th8 Dofonao odla as cits noxt witness 

Oskar Trott. 
Col. Dw~el, on beho.lt or the defense. will Oon-

duot tho diroot aUrnination. .: ~ -~ :',"': .:. ~ 
~ 0 <" " 0 o t, 0 • • C : •.::' 

OSKAR '!RO.TT, oalle? ao '! y1itnese fo.r tho Defenae, -v.as &Y,Orn 

o~d tostirio•d through an in"b.Jrprotor ao i'ollon1 

·- QIESTIONS BY m m,sE COU1SEL (Col. Dwinnol)1 

DlRECT EXAIJlllATlO!I 

Q Y,hat is your nruro? 

A ~ott. Osbr. 

Q During the E 1£81 orrons iw in Dooilmber 1944 and January 

1946, to what , tm.it did you bolongt 

A To the 3rd Pe.nzor Pioneer Company or th-, 1st SS Panzer 

Rogitront of tho LSSAH. 

Q To what platoon in tho oompe.ny did you bolong? 

'A To tho first .Platoon. : 

Q 1\ho was your oonip~Y oonutnndor:t • :. 

Dber,tur~ohr:/i~~Ji+.(•./:A ...·..'·.,. >" 
Q Ia he BJ;. aoouoed in., thia oaiie?• ··' . 

A Yes. 

Q I£ you saw him again, would you rooognbo hill!? 

A Yea. 

Q ~e a look atf tba prilonare in the dool: on your left and aae 

if he is among those proaantt 

A No. 69. 

Q Y,ho l\'GS your platoon oorrunsndor? 

' A · ~te~sturlllf'.uehrer Aug~st s,eit~. 

Q_ On the . l6th.. ~f ,D'8oa'11Jber 194:l' ' 'll'll.a t':aere · a . ffi9oting .or tour 
oonq:ianyt 

A No, thoro ,,,u Do motingfl 

Q l\:u:i thero • .,imotUJ,g of' yotr platoon? 



A no, not th!lt, either. 

On that day, what _,•.~re your dutios? 

A I r.aa commander in an SPW. ~ 

Q l'lho wns your squad loader? 

.. :·. . . : ..:-;..~';
A Sg-:t. Doxra, •' t' • ~' •.. ., ..: . 
Q Did De,:ra give you any •instruo 't ibno, on that day a~out ~h! 

r ofi'onsive? 

A No • . 

Q Did he say anything about tho troatmont or prisonoro of 

war't 

0 ·A llo. 

0 On the 16th or 16th of December, did Seitz hnw a platoon 

meeting? 

A No. 

Q On the 15th or tooamber, or tha 16th or !)aoernber, 1944, 
or-

did any officer or nonoo!J!Dlis~ionod/fiaet ~11 rou that prisonere of 

v.ar ,•,<>uld bo shot in tha oo~~g" offunsivot_ . : : 
A 

No. • , , •. • . r ··, •• • 

Q<,'f Or ttu t tm 'enemy, ~~H~~~f/~ ';; ~l:d}7.;Jf?.~~:~~;#t~,tf}/':;' : 
A ·Not that, either•0 
Q _Dr that Belgian civilians would be shot? 

A No. 

D3FENS E COWSEL (Col. Dw~el)1 ~o further qwstiona.
1 

PRUSEC11I'I0N: No cross oxaminati\'.)n• 

0 

PRESifu'"'NT1 Any 41.nstion~ by th!J Court? ApparOn~ly nano. 

The l'titnesD. ia oxou1,1od. 

( Viheroupon the witness ••s oxoused and withdrew fi"om . 
• I) 0.. • . 

. tbe 
0~ y _set,:: ~~n;.:·oa,{i ~,' Ha :~xt witneu.'~7~~;,~N~~~

. • R¼dolf'Kaerrjire d · ·001. Drtinno1, on ,behalf gr the ,de:fenao9 will oon-
• • ~ O 11 

duct tho ,_direo-+r onm.tnation. 



DIRECT EXA1!lNATlOH 

QUESTIONS BX IEFENSE COtnlSEL (Col, D,,innel)• 

Q 'i',hu tio your ~arro'l 

A Rudolf Kaonpfo ~ 

' 
Q .,During the Eifol Or i'~~-oi~ .':;1 .]>~? ember :f-.~1:" 01!:-~~~~ta~ Y,.: .: 

1946, to \•.hat unit did you be 
0 

long'\ .', · • ·. ,,·" :·. ··:• 
• . .; .... :~' .. : ;~i . ' ., ' :-~. ,• ·,· . 

A The 3rd P~uo?' Piorioor company o ( t ~o 'Pi6n?or Batta.lion 

o (' th~ SS Lo ibstondnrte. 

Q To what platoon did you bolong? 

A Third platoon. 

0 iUto wH your compa ny oo rr.JTJU1dor1 

0 1st Lt. Sievers. 

Q ls he an acouood in this oaoo? 

A Yea. 

• 
Q \',b uld you b3 a bla to rooognize him if you aa,; him a~ainf, 

A Yoo, 

• Q._ '. T"'ak:o:·a ·lOok a~ t~ .Pr'inollflro ' in th'o 'dooi~ on ·i_o~·r, iort' ~d ~: .· 

•••"fr·~/·;r.·+·~;~f~'i(r·~::~f .:,<,i. "~ / •; ,··, ::.,,.;·,.)/\ i 
A PROSECUTIOH (cap;t , Sli.Wllaokor)1 ':- tr th!J . oourt pl_e'aee, ,if :·:1·, ·,

1
• • : ,~r '', ... ,,;:;;:_.·:;::'• C ; •• '' :,;;,1,.~, !...~ ••~;~.I• • I 

o· it will aave :> time, tho Proaooution will oorioodo that the aoouaod 1a 

v.earing 69. 

" A Yea, I see him. , · 

Q Did. you commaiid 1:ha third platoon? 

A Yes. 

Q On ".the l~th or Dooomboi-, 1944, ,·•a thero a nnoting of your 

oompanyT 

A Ho,• 

Q Did you haw a ID38,ting on .tho ltlth?. . ' . . 
A .:·~>.l!o/i/~:( _t~fl~. ~{t·h91°~··..., 

·. Q . , 

1

• D.id' ~u ~vo a ~o~i~ :or. yo u°;. · p·lailo~n, on th;,,i6thi 
.. " • s. 

A No. 

Q 



A Uo. 

Q During the 15th or 16th or Deoowllar did anyone tall you 

tho.t durint tho orronsive,. prisoners or v,'9.r v.ero to bo shotT 

A No. 
• .., , •• • I 

Q Or" t~et .·- ~~~ ~~,O.is,~ 'noe of tho enemy v:as to bo broken by 

terror? . ,: : 

Q Or that Dolgia.n civilians •,'10uld. bo 'shot? 

A No. 

IEFb··1rnE COlNSEL (Col. Dwinn8l)1 "Ho furthar quostiona. 

PROSECUTION: Uo cross o·xnmination. 

PRESII8NT1 Any quostions 
0 

by tho Court'? ( 
COL. rEYLAND: Did the nan of your compa!'ly, or your pla­

toon, gnthor around th-, fir:Js duri,?lg tha night of tho 15-16 Dooember 

. 1944? 

···,A ·N? ~. 

:, _-~·. ?: \_\ '\;:: ;~11:tS'.~~i _.~t '"'.'/ ~im• t ~t': ~~orient the m~n o; 

'platoon ·v,ith .respoot ix> "tM Eifel orrotlsivu? 
·. A1~.1:-;}~:::.:,'~'_.;;/;·,;. i~·J,:- ;,:::;, ;l;:···/( . 

}!RESIDENT: Any other quootions by, the_ 

_ly not. The witness is excused. 
. . 

(l'rhereupon tho wi~oso v.-as exo.used and withdraw 
0

from tho 

D3FENSE: ·COUNSEL1 Cap ii. Narvid, on boha1r· of the aoou~od, 

Hans Hendel, has a stipulat~on to offor. 

IEFENSE COtNSE:L (Capt. Na1_"vid): Tho Defense ofrero in_ 

Ovidonoe a stipulation :ontored fato by the Pretecution, end tho Do­

{'.enao, dated ~he 71h of 11.nY;, 1946, ~nd ask~ tfiat it bo attached to 

tho roo9rd ~d · uarked. Defenae· Exhibit . D-4. · 

FROSECUTim1 No obj,Otion. 
' • > 

· PRES~""1fT1 Thero being no objeotion, fho Exhib!t offered 



• • 

(Vihoroupon tho dooumant rof'errod to abovo ,·.o.s ~rrarkod 

D.3fonao Exhibit D-4 for identification, \\ta reooiV?d in evid~nce 

as Da!'onse Exhibit D-4 1 nnd tho oo,nn ia attached horoto and ma.de a 

part of tho record.) 

IEfEliSB C01.NSBL1 Defense anka pormisoion ,..to raad .- Exhibit• 

D-4. · cAptnin tia.rvid. 

PREsmENT1 Granted. 

( i',horeupon DBfonao Exhibit D-4 -::as rond a.a .follows, 

"It io hereby ~tipula'bld and agrood by ond bot'l':een tho 
attorneys for the prosecution o.nd tho nttornoys for -tho de­
fense, that u{X>n tho il"io.l of Hauptaoharfuehrer JIBlliZ HENDEL, 
2nd Platoon, 11th Panzer group Cozr.pany, 3rd battalion, 2nd 
Panzer group Regimon't, LSSAH, an aoouaed, tho following facts 
will not be diaputodJ 

"1.) Tt,o said aoouood v.e.o v.oundod in his neck son-c tiuo 
in the . o.ft9rnoon or tho 17 Dooombor 1944 a.t Litr1usville. 

· "2.) The said aoousod ,-,.a evaouatod to tho rear on 18 
Iboerrber, 1944, at about 1000 hours fioo m Stavelot, BHgillD, 
and sent to Borlin to be hospito.l ized. 

DA'IED 7 llay 1946. 11 

(signed) "\Villis l! . Everott, · Jr.,Col. u.r•. 
. Chief Cotmsol for Defense 

~B~Srlo~~~!~t:i ~;; ~;;:~:~~;:~'}"~ 
ptiOSECUTiDNi · .quo ~~rroo~i~n therO, _caP·tdn ~ You road' 1••t::: ·::=(~ :,. ... ~~- ;bbrovi~tii n "Gr, 11 , 1groupJ I think that should10bo "Gr8nn'die'~·~·{ )~:~;:· ··;·:i: 
'.•'.', \·, • (,f•: ,;_ ' ,,, ';,,~:,._.,;, •' ',• 'L :1 ,j,· • •'. ,•:,. f, -,:i,:,!,J;\:, ~.:f;'.~,..~•::{!,::•: • 

• 
D:!FENSE ·· cot.NSEt· (Capt, Uai-Vid)'1 Pii.nZ:or ' Gro"iio'ciior ROgi-... ··-.. ;:- ....; .. .. .. 

msnt. 

D3FEHSS COUNSELt AT tthis timJ Lt. Wahler desires to g~t 
a ruling from t h!!! oou~t. 

• , . ;•. 
D?FENSE: CUtm'SEL (Lt. Wahler)1 l.'ny it please tho gourt, 

at this tine "'"' -,,ould like to h11w tho court giw US a rulin.g con-

• oe~io.g the latitude or oroo~ ~n~atio~, whero an aoo·uaod is Oalled . . ~ . .. ' 

mar.ely H · a witnea.e m· behalf .o f ano~ r aoo ?sod, ·his toatiJU:1ny on o 

• ~lreo.t e~ination being reotriotod only to t!llat~ny o·onoerning a 

atato or rn'ots of tho. particular a~ousod 1n quoo i ion. 'l'hat la, not 
• c, • t ., 0 

the wltneu, b\lt tile aooused for· whom ho is waiit'ying. ,In addition 
' 0 • • ~ 0 

'b> that ; -..o ho.ve ono ~furthcr . phaae. ,. In s ~ h an instance wo w:,uld 
1 

' like to have'" the Court rule flhetlur or no t • thia accused, -who will ~ 

toati~yi]lg puroly ~~ a v,i tnoaa' a.nd· not as u aobuaed, "hetlier undor · 



• 
suoh oonditiono ha has tho privilege or W; tifying . undor oath be­

·~ 
fora this Court. Thnt lo all. 

FlWSECUTIOll 1 n: t~e court please, I diQ'l 't know bofore that 

·that. was tho proper va y to get o. ruling from the oourt. I thought 

you had tho thing .prosentnd o.nd then an objaoticn ,vu mQde · rm.a· then 
,r, .• . .', _, ·. .•. . • ." 

vlJ w:mt · into it f'romthaton. 

· LAW ll:l.1BSR: or oourse, this is a pretty good titre to 

close the court for tho day. 

PROSE: CUTION1 Ir 
0 

the court plo"ae'l!i, ' I T,OUld liko to be'I 

• 
hoard on it • 

LAW hlE M3ER1 You would like to be ,hoard now? 

• PRUS [!;CUTION 1 It is· itmlllterial. v.hothor nol'l' or in ttu, 

morn~ng • . . 

LAW l6!:IJBER1 Suppo_se you go on and then -,,o oan d_etermi.no 

·it .and, r,~e in' the oorning. Let· us ,,ce: . it .translated u '1'.0 go 
... . ~- . . 

•.,.)· ·:./·~-~·-· ._.:.."t~~A· • I 4 >. ,: I ~ ~ :·~:--· O O 

.•,,:: ·. :r ·.-·;__. ,\·-,·· _, PRt>SEC ~lONi I will rreko mine .verybriof. I w:,uld like .. ·:/;:·...,, ·:,; .. ·\rt;,;r.-. •-·, -~: .-,·~~.. ..- . ·:: ... ~. '. -._ \ 
-~·. .';· ... : I ~_;··~~O· point out that 

1
for: the Cour.t to give a fa'Y')rablo 'ruling 'b:> _the>:

• ~:·· • '4·.:::.~:i'>., ;j.. ·,!/•: .; ::;:;:, :r=::\'....t :':,:\· !:,,.: f:: ,./:;· ·' /·' ·\/ ·: .... , '· ;.<::... 
\ l\:ltenae · o~t ·1:,~1.s ~~ t ~ r WO~ul,d l,>,~ gi ving ~-~om an ·~·~go·--~ ~tho uao, ~~\ •· 

:·-f·1-· • •. -t .. :•,,J . :,) <I · .;.~-,... :-1:j,'~-.,.-~.---:.,:-··:..-.·\' 
witnosao a ,..hioh oould not "'bJ had by the PrOaeoution . For tha "dnple 

reason that th9 Proaeoution oannoJ; oall an aoouaod, .,ovon aa 1a 't'lit­

neu. VO \\OUld havt liked very much to have oalled th, aoouaod 

.. Stook to toll about tho 1:t',rget praotioe ' 1n iaGlei~e:-

. IEFEtiSE COlNSEL (Lt. \ 1hlor)1 If tho oourt pliiaae, that 

ia not pl"oper il.rg_um?lt. 

: PRESlDENT1 The oour'b will ta)...,, oon"'aideration. 

PROSECUTI0H1 Tho aoouaod--it is !'un~amea.tal in the ~al'J . . . ,. ' . . ~ 

of flvidonoo Mon tht aoouaod ·.tah1 tho atia.nd he. takes tho stand aa 
0 

an •aoo'uaed, 'h~ t H a wi-tnu,. Ho 'is lln aoouaeaod when the· ohar"ge is ·: 

1orved ~pon him llD.d "° oai:1 t call hf.m for aon»th~g,. olao,~d orou­

oxa~ation of ·'°' acouaod 'fiMn he ii °1! ~e witn.011 1tand ia noi;; 

limited by tho te w thing11 t~t he ny ohooao to tnatity on. I b11lie.n 

http:d_etermi.no


•
t 

•• 

that ia baaio and elorrontll. 

IBFENSE COWSEL (Lt. Wahlor) If' tho oourt pleane, I dit­

f'or with 001.msel'a uaa of ttbasiott and "elementarytt. Tho r·ulea of 

tho oourt do not propound--do not set forth the prooodure in the 1n­

st1.noe the.t I have requ, ~Uld a ruling in. And ind~ justioe to eaoh ., 

dofendant he_re, before vP. 01111 him as a wi1noas in :t:°st1fy for an 
" . 

..inoicbnt in v1hi~~ he is not a p11rti_oipant Or_.ari aoouaed in thl partio-

ular· inoid! nt , 'th&:t he will tostif~ to, l/J aro ro_quosting t1:8 oourt to 

grMt o. ruUng in this nuttor·, and tho ootlrt ho.a tho powor and author­

ity to do that. thtder th'l rul'Js or in& Court hero, the oourt has th8 

rule-ll'Aking pov.or to establish nothods of trid prooQdure boforo tho 

court, and 1',e are requesting that the prooeduro bo anna1.mood and pasHd 

upon bo!'oro "'° joopardit:e tho rights of any aoouaed in putting thorn 

· on the stand. That is Bll I ha!e to say. 
0 

P?.osECUrIONi. Ate" v.ords more ; ·J111.ybe. In t~ Partioulara . . 
• r ' 1 • 

1.md,r ti}? ~-h~g? ea_on o~e o: . t~eae aoo,u~ad ia all~go/\--::° ha"'ilO oom-

mittod Vllrious orirr.oa1~ th'l •orimos of murder, eto., and at all these 

pla:~·a·1 :v.o.~dy; ··~-~ -:~ ~~ ; , L; gn.u·e;ill~:· Honsre i d, and i.l\G: eiu1 ~ \'fl ' . . . ~ ~ \ 

are .not lit~11:Dd ~ them oommitting an ' offense in one or tv.o or three 

dif'feront vicinities and plaoa&J :,,,a allogo they committtld an offense 

in every ono or them. 

LAW M:W3ER1 Rather than close .,.ho court end try to roach 

a decision on this po~t this e.!'tornoon-·are you ~ought 

PROSECUTION1 That ia about o.11 I havo. 

LAVI l,"j t.IDER1 -·thi, Court :will roaorvi, 11M di,oiaion lm.til 

'thi, opening ~f tho Ss&f!ion to:norrow. roorning. 

PRESIIEHT1Tho Court ,will adjourn until 0830 toir.:=r-row'"trorn-
, . 

ing, . ., 
(Vihi,roupon tho ~curt o.t 1! 50 hours a'4ournacl'.) .. 



0 

• 
· Camp Dachau 

28 June 1946 

(Whereupon Court reconvened at 0830 hOUfe.) 

PRESIDENTs Take seats. Court will come to 

order. 

PROSECUTION; Ir the Court please, ~et the 

record ahem that all tho me!Dbers or tho Coui·t, . an· tho 

members of tho Prosecution, "1th tho exception of Lieutenant 

Colonel Crawford, who is absent on business or the Prosecution, 

and Captain Byrne, who has been excused by verbal orders ·or 
. . 

the Commanding Oenera1, all the members ot t~e Defense, With 

the exception _or Dr. Rau, Dr- ·Leil~· and Dr. Pfister, who 

are abe~nt on business at the Defe!Jse, all ~he defendan? 

and :the reporter _are present, 

LAW MEMBERs ·~ At tho close ot the sessiOil iesterday 

afternoon the DefenBe requested tho g,_rurt to ~e on two sub­

-() jects as tollOlrB J 

1, That an accused be permitted to take the stand and 

testify ~th respect to anotha- accused concerning incidents 

With whl.ci· 1:.he .accused taking the stand is nOt connected and 

that such ac~ed, while on the stand, be giwn the "privi­

leges ·or a Witness, namely, that he be subj8ct to croas 

examination only oh the matters taken UP, on direct axamina-

tion, . . \ , . . • 

. 2. . That if sqC~\an, ac_cused take_the stand for tho . 
!.\ • . • . . 

above pur~o!le he be peni!~~ed to be sworn, • · • 

nre secOnd ~r the~e ;"".' re·queSts will be dispos..ed ot 

!irst by t~ cCIUt't. Th~re ie no dwbt 
0 

that the .-0:thor:ltiea 
1 

responsible for formilating the rules governing llilitm-7 



• 
Government Courts intended that continental practice to 

be toll.awed w1th respect to the tald.ng of an oath by an 

accused when he testifies. In two speci!ic instances, ono, 

10(5) which ie contained on page 36 '0£ the Technical llanual 

for Legal Prisoners and Oi'ficers, it is stated tha:i. in 

connection with the interr.ogation or an accused 'by the 

c·ourt, "It an AccusBd chooses. to testify at a later stage 

or the trial. he may do so but he may not be~required to do 

so and shall not be sworn. 11 

Again 1n the Guide to Procedure contained in the same 

0 

0 
volume on llilitary Government Courts, Section 12 on page 44, 

it is set forth tho.t, 11I!' the ac~sed ele~te to take the stand 

1n his own behal.1' he is ·not perruitied to take the oath. Thia · 

provision represents a concession t?. continental. practice 
.. . ··. ·...· .· '. 

where the accused is not eworn. 11 

By virtue of the ~bove rules as set. tor'ih, · th8 -~ ·cue~(/ 

will ndt be permitted to take the oath.0 
With respect to the first request wherein it is desired 

0 
by ~he Defeneo to use certainccu.eed as "':1-tneeeea, the follcnr­

ing situation preeente iteelf'1 An accused upon taking the 

stand to teatity- aubjeote h:lmeelt to the wide latitude ot cross 

examination permitted under the law. To llm1t croea examina­

tion of an-accused 'to those matter& propounded by the ~tense, 

on dl.rect examination, even, 11' onl.J" with reapect to anot~ 

accused, depri.ves both the Court and 
0 

the Prosecut;,on of the 

~damental privileges 01" tha wide scope of· cr~a examination •• 

aa 
0 

atated above : In .the Manuai tor ~gai and Prison ofttoere 

at page W., the Ct:Jll11; 1e specific~ nmin~ t;,.t it ohould, 

1n it.a ;1.nterr~ii.tion of an accu! ed which is. permit:ted at· the 

http:eworn.11
http:sworn.11
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• 

beginning or the trial, "Bear 1n mind that the accused 

may choose not to give evidence at a later stage and that 

there may be no further opportunity to exam11;e.n 

' ~ain in t he Techni,_cal. Manual, Rul.e 2~ sets forth · ·• 
"tlw.t where no prC?Cedure has b~en 'directed in any matters 

1n a W..u:b.ry o·ove'rnmont cwrl, that court may adopt such 

' procodur:J as it seee fit, provided no injustice 1s thereby 

done to the accused. n 

J..e to the question whether or not an injustice will 

be done to the accused by not permitt.Lne him to take the 

stand as an ordinary witness, in that case, the Court 

\ t~~ia 'i~t ~,/ injustice, w1l.l not be done in that the ~cused 

", . .;_lfa~r-~ or m~. a ';~~ ~i~eg~ ·~r. Ulking t~ ~tand or 
• •. ·i:··;r .. ;· i:,>i· :" ·': '·': t",,:f. ' :,;,···,( ·'· 

statement. The request tor thie ruling. on behalf or·;th& · 
• C •, • ' 

~tense is denied. 

DEFl!NSE COUIISEL: Ila:, it, please the Court·, to 

clarify the record, it is desired to announce that Number 

Sl, who 1s the accua.ed Vax Rieder, is sick and not in the 

dock. 

LAW IIEllllER: ' Who 1a representing him? 

LT. COLOOEL SUT'l'Qh I am, , air. 

LAW lrr.lFlmElh Let the record show ·that Lieuianant 

Colonel Bll:tton is r ~presenting the accused Max Rieder during 

hi.a absence while he is sick 1n the 
0 

hospital. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL• •Ka.y it pleue the Court, at 

-this point 1D . the ~aentation o! the defense, 1t is re­

'Bpectfol.ly requested that the Court be adjourned tor ·thirty' 

"Jllinu'tee., dne to 9 opinion &a Chier Defense Counsel, to rest 
o,. • • 

the c~e. 

http:Bpectfol.ly
http:accua.ed


• 
case to accanplish this action on aoco.mt or the right 

or an accused to take the stand in hie cmn behalr. It ..
is further requeet~d that the courtroom be cleared tor 

this adjournment and i ruit no press release be ·issued in 

this matter·. 
~: .,.. ·,. 

· PROSEcuncit~s No objection on the iart or the · 

Prosecution. 

LA.W IIEIIBER: To all members or the press who0 
are present: No statement 1'111 be released by any member 

u or the pre~s until further notice or this court. 

PRESIDENTs The courtroom lf1.J.l be cleared and 

there wip. ?e a recess until 0930 hw.re. 

. (Whei-eu~~ coiirt receesecl at oaso·hours ,uiitll •. 0930~-- .' 
..., .:, ·:' . ·.··::h ·. . ,•· - ,·..-:_· ,:, ,... :.' ''.. ( '. ':;' : ',_ ,, our· .. }. . . : ., ·! ':' ;'., 'r,: )"... :.". 

':'i·. ·· 

0 
0 

~ .... ... 



• l) 

(Vfltereupon Court reconvened at 0930 hours.) 

PRFSIDENTz Take seats. Coi.trt will come to 

order. 

PROSECUTIONs I~. the Court(l please, let the 

X-:c~rd shO"lf that all the. members o,t: the °Court, ah the 

·.· •, in~b8rs .or the ProsecutiOn, 'with the exc~ption 10f :·L~etlteiian't · ...... : ., ,, .. ·i··· ... . . .. ... ' . 
~oloriel Cr~!'f~~,. -~.ho is 8.bsent on business of the Proeecu­

.tion! and Captain Byrne, who has been excused by verbal 

·orders of the q~mmandin8 General, all the members of tho 

Defense, with the exception of Dr. Rau, Dr. Leiling, Dr. 

Plistel', who are absont on business of the Defense, all 

the d~ff:)ndantB wJ._th the exception of Max Rieder, number 51, 

· :i'.fh? is :s ~ _k .·fn .~h.8ho~Jital, arid the rep<?t"ter are presen.t. 

. .:·,~fr:f~~(f~/t._P~•.~~~t /,i~;: t~).
dei'endants desire to continue With the caae and at· thie . · , :. . .. \ .. •.. . ; .~ 

tillle thewDefense havin~ completed the subject ~f Orde1•:, 

aµd aesembli~s· at the Blankenheim Forest, w8 will nOYr pro-

coed to the area around Honsfeld on the" 17th of December 

1944, 

Tho Defense calls as its next witness the. accused 

Ernst Goldschmidt• . llr. W,U.ters on beha.1.f ot the Defense 

will conduct the direct examination. The Defense contem­

plates recalling this accused. 

ERNST OOLOOCHMIDT, an ac t;,used, took the sWd ,ancl 

!,9st1flil_d thr~gh ari interprete/ :S fo11C?"8.: ·. 

(WhereuPon · the q-qestionsj Rnswe:i;-s ahd other pr~ . . ,. 
peedings were _1;pt8rpre~d to the 081~an oouns_el and the 

~ cou'sed.) 
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.DIRECT EXAUIIIATION 

QUESTIONS _BY IEFENSE COUNSEL (IIR. WALTERS), 

UR. WAL'mRS: Vay it please the Court, co~el 

£or the Prosecution. 

Q State ~ ~ nama and age. 

·=A ..··-·_J lql~chm:l.dt, Ern~.t·, · 26 ~e.> · 
·. -~--.-: ~ /:.-:. ··;·;: ·.·::·.·: •, ·:·,i;,, . 

Q·. ·Are you inal:ried? , 

-A No • 

. Q St~te the number of the platoon and regiment 

· to whi~h ~ ·b8l~rl8ed 'durilJ! tte Eitel orreneive• 

·A . · 1,oth Panzer Pi~eer, . ~nd -Pl:-toon, Pioneer 

'Baitallon. · ·, 

Q Who was your Company Commander? 

A let Lieutenant Sievers. 

Q \'/ho was your platoon leader? 

A Sergeant Bnutner. 
• e- ~ 

Q In whose vehicle did you travel during the· 

Eif'el Oi'£enaive? 

A In Beutner•e SPl'f. 

Q And who ·else 'lt'a8 in that SP\Y besides yoursel.t 

aid Beutnsr? 

A Dickmann, Hammerer, D:l.bbert, Muehlbetger, 

Schlingmann, Bankos or Schneider, one or the two, I don 1t 

know which. 
,.._,. 

Q ·• Where did yciir platoon a.Seembl? _jus·t before the 

arren.s1vet 
,0 I ' 

I. . w: -.;re •in the 'rONet or B;ankenheim be!ore the 

otfenaiva. 

• Q At about wh•t time and on what da:r did ;y<>u 

leave Blankenhei.m? 

http:Jlql~chm:l.dt


• 
A It must have been December 16th. 

Q On what day and at about what time of ' the day 

did your platoon arrive at ·Honsfeld? 

A We passed through Honsfeld at nicht . 

Q .Dj,,d you stop,,at Honsfeld proper'! 

A' ' uo :- ~ -~onsf'eld,· I don 1t lmOW. Via stopped 

shortly outside of Honsfeld in the morninc after 1t got 

) LJJV Jm!BER: M.r. Wolters, may I interrupt you?

• I forgot that at the cOnclusion, jus~ before the recess, we 

•• 

told the press t~ey could make no further statement. Mr. 

Rosenstock, ~ou may no_t~ t!l~ m~~~r~ ~r t ~e press·_they can 

nO'lf release stories. 

(Whereupon the intei:preter clid 'as directod. ) 

YR. WALTERS1 Vfill th8 roporte~ please r ead the 

last answsr7 

(Whereupon the la3t answer was read by the reporter.) 

• QUE.STIOIJS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (llR. I/ALTERS)! 

Q For what reason did you stop just outsido of 

Honsfol.d? 

A The whole column stopped. 

Q Were t'hore can.bat conditions existing at that 

time? 

A ·tee, fire was opened up from Honsreld atter we 

had d;opped for' a .while already. 

Q w,s there an air raid attack? 

A No, not a.t, t~t t~. 

Q if~ the ;o1n11 or• ..;bl.ch ; au are n"<m speaking on 

th•• outside ·ot ionsfeld to ;)the west <>;t" to the east? 

A We.St. 
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Q Did you get 011t or your SPW when you stopped? 

_A No. 

Q Did~~ Dao any American prisoners or war 1n 

Horisteld? ., 

A No. 

Q Did yru seo any at tho point where you hRve 

testified you· st~pped? 

No, I didn't see aey. 

• 
UR. WALTERS: You may cross ex.amine.• 

A 

CROSS EXAMINATIO!I 

QUESTIOl!S BY PROOECUTION (CAPT.UN SHUJ.!ACKER)s 

Q GoldsohmidtJ yw._s~y :,ou got in Honsfeld during 
1 

:the -~g~t. of ~~ ~t?_ 17_- D8 cember, ,is that right? 

.A · YeS. 

Q Do you rem~ber "ab.out whata time you got into 

Honsfeld? 

A No, I don't JmO'l'I' that• 

Q Did yru stay in tho tClffl'l ot Honsteld proper 

until it got 11.eht before you otarted out or Honsfeld 1n 

a westwardly direction? 

A No, when it got light we were standing outside 

or Honsreld al.reac!,y. 

Q TH.is place where yo.i stopped outside or Honsfeld 

wae some thr8e or ~tour _hundred moters .from the tawn :itself, 

was it not? 

A I can't srq hOIT tar :lt was outa14e or tmm. 

Q Art?r ~ left the ,ttnm or Honsi'eld, did you 

notice the ;rtill.er,- p18oes on the riththand aide or the 

r~d about 5'0 to 100, meters !rom tho road junction? 

A 
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Q Did you notice any AmeriCan anti -tank pieces 

in that same location I have mentioned? 

A No, 

Q Did you notice these two houses on the righthand 

side of the street just as you left the town or Honsfeld? 

A I don 1t remember any houses in Honsfeld. 

Q Do you remember ihe .~eniet~ry··on· th0 righthand aide 

of the st~eai' ·~;~ ·~;;au l ~;t · Hons;eld? · . : · · 

A No, 

Q Did,yau see the ~wo houses or the three houses 

on the leftband sid8 or the street as you left Houafeld? 

A No, I don 1t remember. 
• 'I • 

Q Yau _say it 1fB8 light enough for ,YOU to 888 when 

you were sto~ped at this plac~ ~ ~;~\ i~~O~ibed? 

A It was light enough. 

Q Do you remember when 'Sprenger 1s 'SPW passed your 

SPW as you were stopped there at that location? 

No, I don1t know about him passing me by• 

• Q You were awake while you were there at your 

SIW, were ya.i not? 

.l I 1W.i1 an.ks. 

Q Do you remember that some five or six hundred 

,meters beyond this place where you stopped there was a rmr 

of tre~e on both sides of the rdad e~ti 10 or 15 meters from 
i 

. the road? 

4 Yes. 

Q · And it was at that po:lnt that one platooh · took 

c'over and concealment on one aide -of ,the road ·and the other 

platoon, on the other side of the road, is that not tnie? 
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A Yes. 

Q And it was at that point where the column was 

subjected to an air attack, is that correot'1 

A Yes, that was the place. 

Q Do you recall tha.~ Yax Hamm.Brar, who was in 

your SP,'f got out or your SF'i"f am walked up the road tanrds 

·the vehicles ahead? 

A . I don 1t knm whether he wont out front • 

Q Yoo. don I t deny that he left your vehicle and went 

up the road, do you? 

· A I don't knarr. 

Q You were no.t present then when according to 

Sprenger.'s statement he told Si,renger that the men or your 

Spi'l had shot those l4 prisoners or war on the lefthand side 

of' the road, just oppositrwhere your SP\'f was parked? 

A I don't 1010'1'1" anything or a shoot:ing the.re. 

Q I say, you wero not present when Hammerer made 

that statement to Sprenger? 

A No. 

Q Do ~ deny that those 14 American prisoners of 

war were lying on the lefthand side of the road in a heap 

just opposite where your SPW -ns pa. rked? 

A I didn't ae~ any. 

Q It was dqlight? 

J. It was light. 

Q You could see at leu,t ~00 meters, c°';11d you notJ 

.dawn• the r~~ ~ . to .~i~~er ,ideo ot the ro~? 

A ' Y0 s, yau could, sae.• 

CAPTAIN SHlJMACK!R i No furtblr c;~ss •··.. 
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'11' #282-SH-6/28-7 REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

QUES'.l!ONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL, (l!R. WALTERS)> 

Q Oolclachmidt, did you ever make a written etate-

mnt for the Prosecution be~oro the opening or this trial.? 

CAPTAIH SHUUACKERt Ir the Court please, we 

object to that que~ion on this groundt T'ne witness, who is 

an accused, is here 1n person, ablo to testify, and the 

Prosecution has or.rared no statement by the accused in evidence. 

Whether or not this accused ever made a wrltten etatement for 

the Prosecution or anybody else is absolutely immaterial.. 

PRESIIENT, Objection is overruled. 

QUESTIO!IS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (IIR. WALTERS), 

Q \ll,at is ;yaur an81fer? 

A I did make a statement. 

Q Was that statement made under ca.th? 

A Yes • 

MR. WALTERS: I hand the reporter a statement 

and ask that it be marked Defense Exhibit D--S !or identlli­

cation. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked 

Defense Exhibit D-S for identi.fic~tion by .the rep";ter.) 

MR. WAL'IERS1 I now hand you Dei'eMe Exhibit 

marke.d ~bar D-S tor 1d_enti!'icat1on and uk .You if that 

1s the sworn etateJDBn.t to which you have just referred, or 

a photostatic copy thereof? 

THE \'IITNESS1 , I~ is. 

MR. W~'l'ERS: I offer the B!orn statement o! • 

the 2-arelldant ·ooldaohmidt in ·evideno~ and ask that it be 

marke,d-ll80Derense Ex:hib1t0 1)..5. 
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CAPTAIN sHIJUACKERi I£ the Court please, I 

would like to be heard on this question. We object to the 

introduction of a written statement made by this Witness 

on the stand at any time becaUDe it violates two elementary 

rules of evidence and procedure. In the first place, it is 

not the best evidence because tho witness is present 1n 

court and able to testify about any facts at issue in this 

case. In the second place, any statement that an accused 

or a Witness has made at any time prior to his appearance 

in court which he introduces himeelt is a sell'-serving declara­

tion and is not admissible. We respect!'ul.ly submit that any 

statement that an accused has made which he himself attempts 

to introduce is incompetent and not admisdble for those 

reasons. We object to the admi.asibility of this statement 

for the reasons stated.. 

PRF.SIDENT: · Have you any argument, »r• W8ltere'l 

MR. WALTERSt In the first place, ii' your Honor 

) please, the lfitnose, the defendant on the stand is not sworn. 

\, This is a sworn statement and is a higher type of evidence than 

he can givo °1! tho stand. In the second place, this coort 
I 

has ruled and hao cited many times d~ this trial, andI 
has adhered to that, that the 'Court may and will admit any 

evidence and give it such prObati!~ value and weight as tho 

Court deems tit! I believe on those two ~rounds, either one 

or them is sui'ficient to a~t iili 1n evidence. 

CAPTAIN Sl!Ul!ACKE!ll ,I would ' liko to reply to ·that . ,., . . 
argument, ~U: tho Court .please • • As •l : under~t~~ it, the 

introduction ~f this s'fl'Om etatement ,that is proposed by the . 
. a •• • • • ~ 

11 
Defense 1B/s1i.bterfuge by them to get around the rule that. 

http:respect!'ul.ly


Tic #282-SR-6/2 6-9 · the accused himself 1B not permittod to make a mrorn state­

ment in court and the argument now advanced by the Defense 

is very inconsistent With the position it initially took 

in this case. Going back to this proposition or a self­

serving declaration, ii' it please the Court, if this 

statement 1B admitted before this court in evidence, any 

accused would then be permitted to hand the reporter and 

introduce in evidence any statement that he has written out 

in his cell or 1n hl:9 barracks at any tillle since December 

1944 with respect to what happened during this offensl'ive. 

Ir he bas made a e~tement tor the benefit of h:iB counse1, 

whether under "oath or not, he would be allowed to rile t~t 

in evidence and offer it in evidence before this court. The 

tact thRt he made this statement to the investigators in 

.this c~se is absolutely immaterial. · We respocttul.l.y- submit 

the evidence is incanpetent and should not be permitted 

before this court. 

PRESIDENTr Any i'urther remarks by the Defense? 

UR. WALTERS1 Just thi.8, it tho Court pleases 

A BWorn statement is admiasible here it the sworn statements 

o! tho accused 1n this case nre admiasible at the beginning 

by the Prosecution because it is tho same type or evidence. 

SecOJJ.dly, I believe ·it is also admissible because it has a 

bearing on tHe isauea"in thi.a .caae and urider the broad rulH 

of evidence 1n this case, the court 8h~d admit it. 

PRESIIIEUTt. C~t will re06es Wltll 1030 hrura. 

(WlioreupOll court reoes~ed at 1000 hours ~~n 1030 

hours.) 
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(Whereupon Court reconvened at 10)0 hours.) 

PRESIDENT: Take seats. Court will come to 

order. 

PROSECUTION: It the Court please, let the 

record aho11: tb.at all the mm.bars of the Court, all thu 

me:n.bere or the Prosecution, w 1th the exception or 

Lieutenant Colonel CrR'lfi'oi-d, who 1s absent on business 

of the Prosecution, and Ca}'.)tain Byrne, who has been ex­

cused by verbal orders of the Commanding General, all the 

mmbere of the D8 :Cense, ll'ith the excepti~n of Dr. Rau, 

Dr. Leiling, Dr• Pfister, who ar e i bsent on t;,9sinese of 

the D8 1'ense, all the de!e~dants With the excep'tion ol Jlax 

Rieder, number 51, who 1s Sick ~ - tho hospital., ~d the 

reporter are present. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL1 The Det'encse recalls tho 

accused Ernst Goldschmidt. 

ERNST OOLOOCHIIIDT, an accused, resumed tho stand 

and testi1'1ed through an interpreter !'Urther as follows 1 

(~ereupon the questions, anners and other pro­

ceedings were interpreted to the 08rman cOW1eel and the 

aooused.) 

LAW IIEUBER: Before ruling on tho admiooibility 

of Exhibit D-5 for identification, :U:r. Walters, rill you 

qual.U'y the statement as to signature and aitbentic.it,-7 

Yciu tailed to do that, 

MR. YfALTERS: I thank .7au for your Bll;ggesi:Ol\, 
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. REDIRECT EL\M!IIATIO!I 

QUE.STIONS BY DEFENSE COU!ISEL (llll. WALTERS): 

Q I nOl'I' hand you acain Defense Ex:hibit D-.5' for 

identification and ask you ii' that is signed by you? 

A It was signed by me. 

Q Was it sworn to by you? 

A Yes. 

Q Before whom? 

A. Before Captain Stcumacker. 

Q One i'urthar question, if the Court please. 

Is that in your Offll handwriting? 

A Yes, that is my handwriting. 

Q Goldschmidt., 1D this o. true and ~orrect .racs1mil~ 

of the original statement which you wrote and signed? 

A Yes, it is correct. 

'LAY/ UEYBER: With respect to the question and 

objection on the admi.ssibil;tty or Defense Elthibit D-S for 

identi!'ication, the court will admit the exhibit under 

rule 12 and Will place upon it such probative value as it 

deems fit. 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having previously 

been mark~d Defense Elthibit D-S for identil'icntion, 

was received in evidence as Defense Ex.hibit 'n-s.) 
·KR. WALTERS, I presefl.t and ask the reporter 

to mark as ~Etfen~e Ex:hibit. S-A, a true_and '?orre.ct 

F.nglish translation of Exhib~t ~s, ask that it be admit~ed •. 

in evidence, :nd it. admitted, that the Defense be allO"ll'ed. . .• 

to ~e_ad it. .. 

(Whereupon the' dpcwoent referred tO was marked 



Th #283-SR-6/28-3 this exhibit on the same grounds as previously stated. 

PRESIDDIT: The objection is overruled. 'lbe 

exhibit offered by the Defense 1a accepted 1n evidence and 

will be marked EXhibit D-5-A. It may be read. 

(\'{hereupon the document referred to, having been 

previously marked Defen~e Eichibit D-.$-A, was re­

ceived in evidence as Defense Exhibit D-S-A, is 

attached hereto and made· a part hereof.) 

MR. ' WALTERS; If the Court please, I 1rill read 

the entire statement and ask that the entire statement be 

translated, ia that all right? 

PRESIDENT: Oo ahead. 

(Wher.eupon ·JJr • . Walters proceeded to read Defense 

E<hibit D-5~ as follOWll: 

"I, E,.nst OOLIJSCflMIDT, being first duly sworn, 
make the !'ollordng_ statement., under oath: 

DJ.r.lng the EIFEL Offensive in December 1944, I 
was a Rotteni'uehrer in the 2nd platoon and 3rd Panzer 
Pi. Co., lat Pi. Bn. LSSAH. ),ly' Company Commander was 
Obersturmfuehrer Franz SIEVERS and rq platoon leader 
was Untersoharfuehrer Max BEUTNEll. Duril'lg this of­
fensive I drove the SPW of Unteraohar1'uehrer Max
m:unmR, 

I have never heard of any order that prieonera 
of war will. not be taken either prior to the oti'enaive 
or while the officerurtve was 1n progress. It wu 'Ill¥ 
underst.Anding thlt U' prisoners would be made they 
would be treated in accordance with tho rules of the 
Geneva Convention. I believe the otrensive started 
on 16 Dooember 1944, On tbs 2nd day or tho ottendve 
during the morning hours, we passed through HONSFELD, 
an airfield that ,raa to the left of the road and . 
BUELLnKlEN, where ?we gaeoed up. Ai'ter BOELLINom 
we drove oroas-countr,- and through the woods and , 
arrived in the early a£ternoon hours at a large ·road 
crOSaing. Arter we had turned to ~ _lei't I saw a 
pasture or field to the right or the road 1n which, 
accor~ to. my osti,mation, ~out 6d dead A,ner}.can 
.soldie:9 were lying~ I ~?not kncm .,hCW' or wh;y tbeae 
people had been abet. PJ:ior to our arrival at tho 
abovo mentionod road crossing I did not see aey dead 
American soldiers who l~ huddled 'in a gro.ip. Vy- o 
SP'i'f did' not atop at th!s road creasing, I did not sea 
thes'l Aro,erican 1sold.1ors ahot nor did I participate 
in tbe shooting nor did I hoar aey shooting at tho 

crossroads. •',i!!+U 



crossroads. 

Dur company atTivod in STOUllONT on 19 December 
1944 and stayed there about two days. l'lhether or 
not it was two days I am not able to say with 
cElrtainty. During our stay in STOOJJ:ONT I did not 
shoot nor fire at any .American prisoners nor did 
I see anyone else shoot at American prisoners of 
war. 

I was in LA GLEIZE from about 21 December to 
23-24 December 19Wi, and while there I did not see 
how prisoners were shot. I also did not seo any 
who were shot or any that were about to be shot. 

From 16 D3cember until the 24th of D8 cember 
1944 I belonged to the same SPW. Our SPW' was armed 
with a triple-barrelled A.A. gun. I myself was .•,. 
armed with a machine pistol and a Belgian Arm::, 
pistol. Tbs people who rode in the SPll lTith me 
were as follcnra a ~ 

Untorscharfuehrer Max BEU'INER 
Untersohartuehrer DICKUANN 
Rotteni'uehrer llax HA!.lUERER 
Rotteni'uehrer Georg DEIBBERT 
Rotteni'uehrer HANKES or Rotteni'uehrer SCHNEIDER 
Sturmmann 1!UJILBERGER 
Stummann SCIILillGl!Al!N 
Rotteni'uehrer Ernst 00LDSCH!IIDT 

This statement consisting or three pages was 
made voluntarily by me, uninnuenced by force, 
duress, threats, or prani.EJ~s of ,any ld.nd. 

I swear bei'ore God that the statement I have · 
made here is true and I am prepared to repeat same 
under oath before any court of justice. 

Ernst 00LDSCHl!IDT Rotteni'uehrer1
JO !larch 1946 . 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 
30th dicy- or llaroh l946 at Schmlobisch Hall,
Germany. · 

. RAPHAEL SllllJlACKER 
Capt_ eupn 

,MR. WALTERS: 
1 You wi.y exaJrlne•. 

RllCROSS EXAHlNATIC!I 

QUESTIONS BY 1'ROOECUTicil '(CAPOTAIII BHUJIACKER): 

Q You oay then, Go1dsphm:J.dt, that you never saw 
I ¥ " 

" any prison@rs of war shat and that you do not know anything 
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about orders not to take prisoners or war or to shoot them, 

is that correct? 

A Tb.at is oorreot. 

Q You nre in the S'f'/f commanded by Yax Beutner, 

the platoon 1eader of your platoon? 

A Yes. 

Q And Rottenfu.!3hrer Max ~rer, one or the Bc-

cused in this case, number 20, was in ya.ir vehicle, is that
0 

right'! 

A Yee. 

Q He was the messenger, io that right? " 

A He was messenger, yes. 

Q I read to you i'rom the statement or Uax ~rer, 

dated 11 April 1946, be~ ·Prosecution Exhibit Number P-no. 
110n the 17th or December 1944 at about 1:30 

• clock in the afternoon, coming !ram ihellincen, ·we
0

0 came to a 'road crossing at which the street turned 

0 sharp to the lett in the direction or E,igelsdorr. At 

t~s t:lme I mis messenger in the SP'i't or Unterschar!uehror 

II.ax Beutner. At this crossroad, immediately behind 

the crossing on the ?-rt or the road which lea.de to 

EJ:igalsdorr, our S?i'( came to a halt, and I 1f'a8 Pi:asent 

.as Am_erican prisoners or war were ..shot.n 

.· Were you ,rith llax. ~erer on the afternoon ol 17 December 

1944 when he paeaed this _ci-o.~l!~oads ~~th o!'Mal.Jnedy in 
0 

:-.J ·'• .'_. CfBeutner1a ~ 

. A, Yes • • • • 

Q And did you lik~o aee •the ·pri~~nera shot 

i hore? 



A No. 

Q What did y ~ soe? 

A I saw dead American soldiers lying there. 

Q On the rightluuxl aide of the road? 

A On the righthand side or the road. 

Q , About hCiT many or them? 

A According to nr:, estimate, it might have been 

6o. 

Q Did it look to you like it might have b~en 

combat? 

.. . ,. 'l'h~y were lying rather close together...... ... 
Q Did you see any weapona on them? 

A No. 

Q Did ,you see sane helmets lying among those 

American soldiers rlth a red cross painted on it? 

A No. 

Q '\'fas Beutner with you at the time? 

A He was in my vehicle• 

Q Your vehicle was the lead vehicle in thQ 2nd 

platoon,"-w;as it not? 

A Yea. 

Q And the vehicle of Bode was risht behind you, 

was it not? 

A I don 1t know 11' he was right behind me at' that 

time. 

Q He was supposed to be right behind y0\17. 
YR. WALTERS t •supposed to be" - We are t..,,-1ng 

to get at £acts, not what was supposed to be. The question 

is objeotii;mabl.e. 
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CAPTADJ SHUUACKER.s I will rephrase the 

question. 

QUESTIO!IS BY PROSECUTION (CAPTAIN Sl!UllACKER): 

Q WaS the order or march that Bode travelled 

behind the SPW or Eeutnor? 

A Y8 a. 

Q And behind Bode was Hoi"mann•s SPH, is that 

right? 

I don't knOft' ii' according to the order of march 

ha came behind .Bode • 

Q You do knO'n' that Beutner was . the platoon leader 

or the second platoon, do you. not? 

A Yes. 

Q And the platoon leader had only one SP W? 

.\ Yee, 

Q You knw that Bode was the group leader of the 

1st group o.1' the 2nd platoon, do y011 not? 

A Ii' Bode had the tirat group I can 1_i say with 

certainty. 

Q Normally there were two vehicles 1n each groo.p, 

were there not? 

A. I believe eo. 

Q How loo« had· you been in the 3rd Panzer Pi?119er 

Compaey? 

A. Since June 144. 

Q And you do not knmr hmr many- vehicles there were 

:In each grc;,up of each platoon? ~·, 

A I did Jmo,, it, 

Q. ~ Unterschartuehrar lfitk01nJk1, S8 pp Witkmmki, 

was group l ~ader of tho 2nd group o! the 2nd platoon, Wll3 he not? 
. • I 



A I can• t say "1th certa11'1.ty. 

Q And Unterscharfuehrer lltkrueger was the 

group leader or the 3rd group or the 2nd platoon., was ho 

not? 

A I can 1t say that with Qlly certainty. 

Q Do you knarr any or the groo.p leaders or the 

2nd platoon of the 3rd Panzer Pioneer Company at the time 

or ~ of.fensive in December 1944? 

A Yes , I kno.1 the group leaders. 

Q Who were they? 

A Bode, Wi tkO'lfBld. and Altkrueger. 

Q Did you see Joachim Hofmann, one of the accused, 

number 26, at the crossroads south or Ualm.ed,y when you 

passed by there? 

A No. 

Q Did you seo Gustav Neve, number 4o, one or the 

0 accused, at the crossroads sooth of_) Lal.med,y on 17 D8oember 

1944? .0 
A No. 

Q Did YOll see Gustav Sprenger, number 61, · ono ot 

th~ accused, there at the crossroads sith ot Malmed;y ~ 

17 Dflcomber 1944? 

Q Did you f! DB Siegfried , Jae~el• one or the 

accused, number ~8, at the same pla~e · on the same ~a~e? 

A . No• . ·, 
Q Did you s,ee Friedol •Kies, one Or 't~e· aCtj.aed, 

number jo; at the samf.l place on tiui same "date?,. . . 
• 

. ...A Hoe • 
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• 
Q Did you see Willi Schaeter, one of the 

accused, number 55, at the eu1mo place on the same date? 

A No. 

Q Did you see Friedel Bode, number 2, one of the 

accused, at the ·same place on the same date? 

A No. 

Q As I understand 1t, you knCW" that ydur vehicle 

was· 1n the lead or the 2nd platoon Wt you are not sure nO'II" 

or the order or the vehioles behind you, is that right? 

A Yes. 

Q l'(bat German soldiers or German vehicles did 

you see there 1n the ViCinitY or this field where you saw 

approximately 60 dead American soldiers? 

A I do not remember any vehicles nor soldiers. 

Q. \Vhat time did you pass there? 

A I can 1t give you the time any more. 

Q I Will ask you whether or not it was during the 

early afternoon hours? 

A According ·to m;,r estimate, it must have been 

later. ~ 

Q Did you not just testify a moment ago thaT the 

tact.a stated 1n your BWorn statement ;vai introduced as 
I 

Dete!18e Exhibit .D-5 were tnie? 

A Yes. 

Q Well, to refresh your recolle'ct1on, I ,~ 
• ' • ' 0 .·1· 

rea~ one sentence from that statements "~;ter Bue1:1-~~, · 

we drove oross~OUDir;, ·and .throuSh"' ihe,;~ods and -arr1ved . . ... '_, .... ,. ~,--:,.: ' : . ' •, 
'in the earl3' attemoon houri at a large ro,;i.d croasilyi.~ 

Du :,cg think that is correot, Ooldecbm:1.dt? . . 
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• • 
Tic #283-SR-6/28-10 A As I al.ready Baid, I don I t remember the ex.act 

time. 

Q Do you know the accused Gustav Sprenger? 

A Yes. 

Q Hau lonh had you known him at the time or 

this offensive? 

A I believe since the BWD!l!.er or !all ot '44. 

Q Was there any other Rottenruehrer Ernst 

Ooldschm:l.dt 1n the 2nd Platoon of the 3rd Panzer P:f,oneer 

Canpany 1n December 1944? 

A No. 

Q I lfill read to ycu a portion or the statement 

of Gustav Sprenger, being Prosecution Exhibit P-44-A. 

This portl.on or the statement deals with the incidents- . 

that took place at the crossroads south or Mal.medyz 

"After I had finished tiring I saw 

Goldschmidt, who was then standing at a point 

shmm by the little 11g" With a oirole drawn 

around it marked 27, firing with his maohine 

pistol into a group or American soldiers who lay 

on the ground." 

\Vere you armed with a machine pistol on the atternoon of 

17 December 191'4? . . 

A ' I did ,have a machine pi.9tol. 

Q I ll'ill. read to y~ a por~~oii of the statement 

. ~·or . Joachim Hotmann, dated 6 Mar~h 194~~ being Prosecuti~· 
"' !",·. · ...... ! . .. . 

Exhi\d.t P-!i7~A. This por.tim oi the state:isnt deals with 

wha\ took :place at th~ crossrOAW! a011th 0£ ~ed¥J 

http:portl.on
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"At the same time I saw Rotteni'u.ehrer 

Er,net Ooldaohm1dt- standing sanewhat in f'ront of 

the Mark IV at a point indicated on 1lf1' sketch 

by a small black circle and tho numeral 14, ·r1r:1.ng 

into tlB American prisoners 'lrith hio machine 

pistol." 

Is that correct? 

• A No• 

• 

•• 

,.. . 
0 
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• 
Q I read you from the statement of Siegfried Jaekel, 

dntod 1st llarch 1946, being Prooccution 1o E.xhibit P-49- A: 

11I saw Rottcnfuehre1· Gol dschmidt, who was nnned ' with 
a machine pistol. I also so.w him fire with his machine 
piotol into the Americano. After I savr Goldschmidt shoot­
ing with his machine pistol I oo.w him going through the 
clothing of nn American . 11 • 

You say that Is unt1-ue? 

A That is not true. 

Q I read you from the oto.tarncnt of Guoto.v Neve, b oing 

Prosecution 1 o Exhibit P-48-A: 

11After we had come t.o o. halt I heard Beutner toll 
Witkowski that the wcaJX>nB ohould be loaded and matle 
ready oa 110 could 'bump of1' 1 the Amer ican pri:ionera, 11 

0 
Do you deny that Beutner gave that order to i7itkottski? 

0 I never heard any such order. 

Q Do you deny that he eave it,? 

A I don 1t l01ow whether this order wo.u given or not. 

Q Witkovraki w.:,9 undor Deutnerls commend, WD.3 he not? 

A Yea. 

O. And he took his ordo1•s rrom Beutner, did he not? 

A Ye:.. 

0 Q Reading further !rom the otatemont or Gustav Neve, 

0 Proaecution I s Exhibit P-48-A: . 

"I sa,·r Rottcn.tuehrer Ernst Goldschmidt among the 
Americans shooti.na rdth his machine pistol. 11 

Ia that true? · 

A No. 

Q · What .is your nickname, Goldschmidt? 

A I had one nickname, Bubi. 
; 

Q · I r~.ad you, ao; dschm.idt, rrom 
0 
the ~ateme.pt or \'(illi 

Schaefer, being Prosec~t·i~ri 1s Exhibit ,P-i 09.:.A: ." •"' : .. ·· .· ·· ... ,..:-:·. (.\ . .. . . .. 
• ni saw Usch~. ~ -Belltner sh~o~ing with hie machine 

pbtol; I sa\'f Uscha. BUbi Goldschu1.idt shooting at 1lhe 
prisoners with the inachine pistol; •! also sa.w ' in the 
field ntt:t. l!ax Hammerer, Uecha.. Sepp 'Rittkoroski, Uscha. 
Edgar Diec~, St:n. OUotav Sprenger, Rt'tt. Biloechaetzky, 
Uscha. Altkrueger, sun. Oska.r ..Tratt, Opion. Willi Taut, and 
still several others whose names I cannot remember any more," \ 

•. 
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A I didn 1t seo anyone at tho Cross Roads, 

Q Did you understand tho last question? 

A Yes. 

Q I aaked you if that portion of tho statement of \'lilli 

Schaefer I a ,,.ao tro.e? 

A No. 

Q Now, Goldochmidt, tell us about the priGoners that you 

and Hofmann saw bohind the achool houoe in La Gleize, 

DEFEl~SE COUNSEL (Mr. \'/alters): There was nothing in the 

·direct testimony about seeing prisonera behind any school house. It 

wa.a not brought out in direct, 

LAW UE,ffiE.R: On cross-examination -- I think the a.ccuaed 

said it on cross-ex.runination, 

DEFEl~SE. OOtJWSEL (Mr. ,V,alters): I 1m just asld.ng for tho 

court to rule on it. 

LAW J..MJ.BER : It's overruled, 

, Q Will you tell the court just hhat you a.'ld Hofmann saw 

there in La Glebo? 

A We wero in a cellar in La Gleizo during our attl.y the1•0, 

From tho 9el.'.!- I went to the church a few time~ to ::i ce our wounded 

a.nd in the evening houro of the 22nd wo buried a f~~r dead comradea. 

ci Go ahead, tell us abou; the ·pri:soners that you nnd Hofmann 

ac.w behind tho school house? 

LAW tIEUBEn: Captain Shurnacker, -I th:iJtk you will help 

the· cou1•t. and over3one elao ~ you will any which Hof.'nlann Y.OU mean, . . -
0 

There are two Hofinanns • 

. • ~H0SBCUTI0H ·(capt. Shwnacker): . I b~g the ,colll"t'a pardon, 

' I am. tal.~g nbou.t -~~p.chim Ho~, ·one of yo~r ~omrp.doo in iho Jrd 

Po.nZor Pi:onoor Company. 

A 



Q ·You ditln 1t sec those pri!loner:i behind tho :ichool pou:ie 

when you and Hofmann wallced up to the church to bury your co:nradcs? 

A Ho. 

Q , When I asked you a. momcrit ago to tell nbout that incident 

why did you start telling about goine: up to t he church to b'.lty these 

dead comrades? 

A Beca.u ac they \'lcro de.ad and wero lying in the church and 

they had to be buried , 

Q They wcren 1t priooners of war, were thoy? 

A Ho. 

Q I road you u portion oJ.: Pr osecution 1 n Exhibit P-47-A, 

bcine the statem.ent of Joachim Hofmann: 

"I stayed in the cellar of thil:l houoe until late~·artomoon, 
when someone cain e and told me that Unterschar!'Uchrer Witkowolci, 
who wa:i wounded, wanted to see mo in the church. I then left 
the house ond ,·.al.teed up the atreet towards the church. Ao I 
wallcod up the s treet, I met Rottenfuehrer Ernot Goldschmidt 
and Stur:n.1\ann Ern:Jt Schaeffler,. i'lhen the thrae of uo reached 
a. point on the street in front or the church a:J oho;·m b:, three 
circlco and the . nwncral l ) , we a.aw 00 to 100 Amcricon priooncrs 
of ,·r.:i. r standing on tho school Ground behind tho :ichool building 
ucroos tho :Jt l'cot, They were being gua r ded iJ~, .:;omc German 
ooldiors ao I have indico.tetl on my ol:etch by a. line of snail 
circleo and tho nwnoral 12. The /uncrican priooqel'o aro sho\m 
by some cro:Jsos o.nd the nwncro.1 ll. On my ::ikotch I hav.J en­
cl oood thio group of prisonero wi"t:h a drawing of a £once, but 
actuo.lly thcro ·:,as no fence around t hem excupt possibly in the 
rear •. . Then Goldschmidt, Scho.offler and I entered the chu1·ch 
o.nd o.i'tor ! had been in thero a short whilo I heard machine 
piotol tJ.nd rifle fire coming fro:n tho direct.ion or tho school. 
I do not lrnow how to oatima.te tho number or rounds or bursts 
that I heard but there was , a eood deal of ohootine. I was in 
the church about 15 or 20 minuteo and I left with Schb.effler. 11 

No\v, do you ·know \'lhy ~t vra.o that you uta.rted telling about going 
. . . 

~p to the church when ~ firat asked you a.bout the prisoners of war 

you ·oaw behind the :Jchool hou3e? 

~ I . didn 1t o_ee any prisoner~ of wai: . in !,- _Gl ~~~e. 

_ Q .. I , w~t· ~~ ·~o~·~·:~~/ ·~\~~-;?:°~·~tar~~d -~:~~~~:·.~~o~t . eoin~ 

l'.' {ip t_o ,th e 'church whop, r: r i i:ot o. otcCci' y ~u · about 'th_e prisotlero of '\'~r 

'you saw there?• 

DEFa~SE OOUNS&. (M;• Walters ) : Juot a minute , .. if your " 

'fnis 1!J juot to put oome words :!Jito the mouth 'bf 
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the witness that he didn 1t say. He di s t inctly i;aid a minute ago 

• that ho did not aco any pri:Joner3 of war in La Glciz e. And ho has 

s c.i<.l that tl'to or threo times before, How coW1s.ol says to him in 

a question, tho priuoners of war t hat you uaw in La Glcize, and I 

object to him puttina words into tho ,n.tneos I mouth that ,·iereh •t 

there. 

PROSIDU'rIOH (Capt, Shumo.clcor): If the court please, the 

first que ~t i on I asked thia rrltness on this subjtict rras as .follows; 

to tell u s about th_e prisonel'o of war that you oa.w and Uotmann 

• 
..saw behind the school house in La Gleizo. And his roW.y wau, , in 

oubstanco that on the night of the 22nd, I believe he said, he 

• 
went up to tho church to bunr .:iomo of hio comr ades, And I 1m now 

aolcine the ,·dtnesa, afto!· reading this porLion of Hofmann 1a 

Dta.tement , why it was that he told about hi u trip to tho church 

in response to my questionu about priDont:rs of war becn.~so 

llofmann oayo that that was tho routo thoy took, 

PRB5IDENT: Tho objection i:J overruled. 

DEFENSE O:JUUSEL (Mr·. Wulto1•s): I would like to oay 

• 
this: Thu.t whon coun::iel uakcd him the question und ho mo.de the 

nrrnwer that cowrnel said ho did, that ho wao eoing up to bucy some 

•• wounded, tho obviouo conclusion iu that tho witnesa' misundf? r stood 

the question. 

PRESIDE:ri' : That conclusion is not obviouo. The objection 

ia overruled, 

Q You .now oo.y, Gold:Jch!aidt, tho.-i-, you and Hofmann didn't 

cvon aae any priooncrs behind tho church? 

A No. 

Q You novor did o~o a p~:1,~on"r ot war at any . time cl.urine; 
.. ' c:, •• _.., 

your stay in La Gloizo,·· ~d· y.o~ ~. 

A I ; ditlnrt oee a~, 

Q Afl far 0.1 you la10\r there weren'1t any prioom;ra in La 

Gloizo, wore there? 

1 
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A, Whether there nere or not I can't say. I didn ' t ~e e 

any. 

Q. You didn 1t see any American prisoncra of ,iar bearing 

American dead or German dead, did you? 

A No. 

Q You were in the cel.la1· o.11 the time with the refit of tho 

drivers , such as Neve o.nd Hofmann, and otlrnrLJ? 

A Ye:1. 

Q Were you there whon RUmpf crune there from llnute 

on the deta il from the 9th Panzer Piohcer Co:npany? 

A I don 1t know anything about that incident, 

Q Do you know Haute? 

A I jus t became a cquainted with hi.rn here, I ¢1.dn 1t lmow him 

bufore. 

Q Did you Jmow Rumpf at the time yo1.1 vrnr e in tho cello.r in 

~ Gleize? 

A Uo. 

Q Well, you don 1 t know whether Humpf came from Uaute 

0 or not, do you? 

A No, I don 1t kn01~, 

\. C) Nol't, who wa s this man OW:ilt'tin your company? 

A He was' a driver. 

Q ~ ~ ,·,tiich platoon? 

A He was in the 2nd Plat.con. 

Q Thatio your platoon, is that right? 

A Yes. 

Q .. I' r: a~ .~~ .~u ~rom ~h:~.at~~~~_ent ~-f,.~~~~~~~Cd . J~~e_l, . 

being 'Pr~e·~~µtio'"n 1 ~ - ~1i~~t..)):::49~A; -,·i.h~~h :h~S·:t ~~'dri'.i'd~~ \~i~;~\~1?¥:·'.' 
~l~oe in stownont f Be?:giwn: 

11i'le entered Stownont on the Ln Gle1ze road as sho;·m in 
the upper right.hand corner of ~1ibit 1D1 , mMe a sharp left 
tum, just beyond the Panzer which I hn.ve numbered 16, •and 
Hofmann parked au!_ SPW near thci store, nea.r vrhich Sprengl!!r 
a.lso par1:ed his SPYI. 11 • ~ 



• • 

• • 

(}28h 
27-D-6 

In that JX!.rl of the statement correct? 

A Where was that? 

Q In Stow11ont . Do you reme:nbcr entering StotL'llont on the 

road leading i'rom IA Gleize and making a lertho.nd tum o.t the 

edge or _the town to go dow9 in the vicinity or the utore? 

A Yes , 

Q That much of the !ll:.ntement is correct then, is that right? 

A That I s correct. 

Q (lleoding) 

rr:t1e then dinmountl!d and stood around about 5 minutes 
and then started walking up the road leaciinB: to the woods 
as shown in the upper lefthand comer of my Exhibit _10 1 • 11 

Now, you do know that Jaekel and acme other men of your platoon did 

go up and take positions in those woods, do you not? 

A I don 1t know that. 

"Q You don 1t know that any of your men wer,, in position up 

in those tfoods? . 

A I don 1t 1010,1 whore the positions 1•1ere. 

Q Do you know thnt !lome men of your platoon did go into 

position shortly after you got in the town? 

A After we arrived in the to,m we all went into position 

l ater, 

Q I 1ll read further from Prosecution 1 a Exl?,ibit P- 49-A: 

''Walking tdth mo wertJ Pioneer Toedter and Pioneer 
Storch. 11 

Were PionOer Toedter and Pioneer Storch in your platoon? 

A I can 1t say, 

Q Hott long had you been in the _?..nd Platoon. 

A I don •t trnow .for uure when - uince '!fov~nber. 

-~ :::.~ ~y~ er,?t:~;~~~?cu~ioll i:u~~t~t\\~t· ·:~ ... ~ ,/- ..;~?~- -. ~ ~~~t~
"As-,we·· reii.c}l_ed,.Mi.e point ohovm by three dots .-and the 

numeral 5;· I aaw 'Rottcn£uehrer F.rnot Goldschmidt aOd .. . 
' Rotteni'uehr'er DeibCrt ·across the s treet in a field shoot 4 
American priooneru o.f war . Both of them had ma.chine pistols. 
The .4 Americana were unanned, and had thoir hnnd:s above 
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• 
their heads in a sign of surr ender, Tho Arncricanll wore not 
making any attempt to c:icapc nor did t hey do anythin!! to 
orovcko the :.hootina . \'n1cn Goldschiuidt and Deibert fil'cd 
into them they were ol:anding npproxima.toly 7 meterf:I from 
the Americans . When I witnc::JScd t hi s I was ~pproxiinu.tely 
25 meter s from Golduch!nidt and Deil?ort, 11 

Io that t rue? 

A No. 

Q You didn't oeo any pri:Jonero of war in St oumont , tlid 

you Goldschmidt ? 

A Ono. 

Q Who shot him, Gol dschmidt? 

DE?'E:'1SE COUHSEL (llr . YfaJ.tero): Just a minute. It 1s a 

lending que:Jtion o.nd he I s trying to put wordo into tho mouth of 

the witness , !Io didn 1t uay anything ,'lbout shooting, He said 

he oaw a prisoner of war in StoUJuont. 

IA\'f LU1:.03EH: Leading quootions aro certainly ponnitted 

on cross-exrunination, !Jr . Vfllltero . 

DEFENSE COUNSEL (Ur . Wlltcrs): I agreo with you there 

but tho.t kind of a question of t1·ying t o put wordo in the witneoa 1 

mout h t hat weren tt th ere , I believe i u improper . 

LAVI UEl!BER: I aaswne that it i:J a leading question , 

Otherrrise, it woultln 1t be u.a\ced, The objection i s overruled. · 

Q At tho t:Lno fr this offensive I 1ll .'.1.ak you wheth er or 

not your comradeo --

LASI UEW3ER: Captain ShWltuckcr, are you ttithci1·awing the 

quo:Jtion? 'l'ho objection is overruled, 

·Q Strike .that question, Will you o.nawor t ~e question, 

cfoldschmidt? I'll Yd:thdraw the beginning of the last qtlc:Jtion, 

Don 1t bothe;, Uis :J Repo 
0 

rtcr. T'nc last que.ation, .Gold:Jchm3.dt., had 

r 'ef ercnco to this one prisonOr of ua/t hat yo: said you sa.w in 
• V O 0 

Stcwnont . I ask J?U who 5hot him? 

A \'fn o shot him? 

http:Gold:Jchm3.dt


• 
A I don 1t l:no;·t that ho wan ohot. 

Q Yfnat did you do ,·rith hi!u? 

A I don 1t know. I didn 1t" do un:,t.hing with him, 

Q Who had him ut the t ime you ouw him? 

A He ;·:as otanding at the SFW with Dickmarm and he suid 

ho cwne up there und usked , ho unid ho noodod a cap, he c1idn 1 t 

hnvo n cap on, and Diclano.nn w<.challged a few word:.i with hiJD and 

then ho left . 

Q Does Dickmann opeuk Englioh'l 

A Yes, 

Q Do you ranom.bcr tho affidavit r ead in thi:J case being 

the stat anent of- one of tho :;;urvivors of the !lonafeld killing who 

refarred to an officer DL~ n non-co:n who opoke E}lglish? 

A That 1s posaible. I can't oay for ouro, 

Q Dickmann was in your SPW whei1 you wcro just outside 

Honsfeld , ,~a ho not?' 
A · Ho was in tho SP,'I the enti1•0 time, 

Q Nono oi' you ovor got out on the roud? 

A I don 1t Imo·:,. • i'/o ediumountod frequently . 

Q Wnen you got out on the road did you hold your machine 

pintol in youi:- hand ready _to tiro? 

A I ney:e1· g~t out with my machine pistol. 

Q Vlcll, ,·;hat weapon did you have whon you got out of the 

SIW? 

A \:ll1en I dism'?unted whei·~? 

Q In' Honsfcld. 

A In Honufeld I didn't di suount . 

Q You didn 1t dia.no~t? 

A No. 

Q N~w1 q,<>ldschrnidt, . did you see Guotnv Sprenger about 

thi:J offens:tve in Jinuary 1945..?_ 

" A Yes. 

http:Diclano.nn


• • 

Q That wao i n Eochwoiler, w:is it not? 

A Yes . 

Q I ro:id you from the statement of Gustav Adolf Sprenger, 

~rosecution 1 s EY.hi bit P-4A-A, which has rofc1·enco to the shooting 

of prisoners of war in tho vicinity of Buollingen on 17 Dcc O'llber 

191il.: 

11At a l ate r do.to, during the fi rst fow days of January, 
191~5, nottcnfuehrer Goldochmidt, d river of Bcutner' s S1'1P, 
told me in Eochweiler that they ho.d ohot this group of 

• 
pri::ioners. I knol'f Goldochmicit was talking about this group 
of pr isoners because we tliscuosod the location andln told 
mo that when the;, came a round the curve they interrupted 
them, took the.a in a field and mlot the:n. I could not tell 
fro:n the conversation what members of Gol d :.ichmidt I s crew 
actuall.y did the shooting: Goldochmidt just u sed the word 

• "wen, · • 

I s that the conver:,aticm ;rou had with Sprenu cr in Eschweiler in 

January 19h5? . 

A W'o didn 1t have any conversation. We didn't have any 

ouch conver:mtion, That 1o juot a figment of Sprenger 1o imagination. 

I don't know how he wrote thll;t , I don't think it derived from his 

thouehts • 

e 
0 



• • 

-- ..., 

Q You didn't eoo 1r0 in Eeohv.eiler, did you, in January 

1945? 

A I didn I t undoretand? 

Q i\011, I will repoat the qu!lstion. You didn't soo ms, 

Capt. Shun:ooker, in Esohwoiler in Jant-ary 1945, did you? 

A No. 

Q I wouldn't hnvo any ,:ay of la'lowing wheth!r yotl or Springer 

T~ra in Esoh"'8iler .unloss oithor you or ho told me, would I? 

A I don't know hov, it oaioo ix> bo. 

Q How you heard portions of sta.toments read .f'rom tho affida.vita 

or Sigmund Jaekol, llo. 28; !r.e.x lianmGror, No. 20; Jonchim Hofmann, llo. 

26J Vlilli Sohaof'or, No. 55t Gustav Neve, No. 40i all or which oay- that 

you v.ere present and soJT,o of vhioh say you participated in tho shoot-

ing of prisoners of \\V.+ \ tM cross roaas south of l!almedy on 17 Dooember 

1944 and in Stoumont, Bolgiu:n, on 19 Dooellbar 1944, Do o.ny or all of 

these 1119n whose na.mos I have just montionod bea,r any ill will to,.ordc, 

you for any poraonal ron&on? 

A No, I oouldn 1t uy. 

PROSECurion (Do.pt. Shl.llMoker): Nothing further. 

RE:Dm8CT EXAMINAT!OII 

QlESTI!lliS D'.:t D3FENSE OOUfSEL (i 'r. Waltora)1 

• 0 Q -;U it plOaao tho oourt, I bolievo, Goldaohmidt, you toa-

:tfrted t ~ t 'fl'u ~.oro th~driver of. \',O.gnor'a SP7it 
1. i .·A' '·: Yoe1: ·/ · ,· .· .· • 

:, i. . ' .....~:. !' ( '."' ·-· •, .' • • . . • ~ • ,' 
· :Q·.: .:.. i'.ha.t w,re ; your dutioa DB} tha. dr~~ r of that SP\i1 

.::.:,_•. dro~ ··th~ SP. 1:a -·· ro·r the,'.c'.mtttii'anoo~· < ·~ w;::J ~ ~!~p~~~1b1e··
·, .. , ... · of tho vohiolo. ·:--. •· . ., . ·.: ....··. , •.. ,... . . '_-(', · :~ ..... 

• • • : • ., •• > 

· :_ . q . ~- l'ihen othsr. members of the orew ,o f tha Bl'W got out ·and took 

pooi1fione o f.' ~,ight~~, v:-a·a it y6ur duty' to get out or atD.y with tht 

vahiole't 

PROSECUTION (Capt. Shunaoker) 1 If the oo·urt ploaeo, we 



LAW ~l!DER1 Rephrase i t. 

Q ffiF'BNSE: COU/'SEL ( Mr. wa1t8rs)1 \',Qs it yo ur duty to ta l:o 

position of th., roat of th'J crow/ 

PROSECTUION (Capt0 Shunnoke r)1 Objoot to that question 

on tho samo ground, 

LAW 1\!:M&"'!l : \\~ will lot him nnsw,r it. 

• 

n!T~RFR:-!T2R: Will you put it ai;ain, pleaoo? 

001'\!.~SB COUNSEL ( lf.r. Wdt'Jrs)1 Lot hor read it, 

( \·,hereupon tho quoiltion YAS reo,d by th'l reportor•) 

PROS ECUTION (Capt. Shumaokor )1 Let him aok what hfo duty 

v.11 0 e.nd l<Jt tho witness o.ns,VJr. 

• INTEH.PRET8R: r' haven't put it yot, 

LAW l!E:f.UIER: Will you ask the queotion again? 

IEFZMSE COUIJSEL Or, Willtors) t Vory T~ ll, 1 will aa l: tho 

quostion, lihon tha root of tro crow v.ont into position what w,ro 

your duties. · 

A Vb had to stay wi1h tho whiolos • 

Q .Gold10hmi~t. at 1ho bog1nn1ni; of tho cross oxnmination by 

• Capt. Shwnnoker, ho read to you th, follovlin& pasoago .from Springor'a 

st&tem&nb• "Arter v.o had finishod firint 1 snw Goldaoh.11idt, -vm.o r.QII 
11 011then 1tanding at a point oho\•n by 'tho lot'bJr , with a 

oirole dra,•.n around it marked 27, firing with .hh maoh ino 
pistol into tho goup of Arr:orioan soldiers who lay on tho 
ground, 11 

rhsroupon Capt. Shur,oker aekod you •ihat kind or a W>apon 

you had in your hand and you ans~r,d1 "A tr.a.chino pistol, if I am 
, I 

hot miataJ.:Gn." No", roferring to the quotation I haw just read 

. from Springer ;& statoinent, is i~ truo that you w:~o firing ,,1th )'~ur 

·mnohine pistol into tho group of Arr.orioan soldiors who lay on tho 

ground? 

A Uo. 1 think that.' s o.n arror ther,, 

Q It ho unta to explain, ho rr.ay. 



• • 
aakod ir I hnd boon in t he position of Q n:aohino pistol , and alao 

anothor quostion. With roforonoo to LoGloito I ,,-.s aokod what I 

ha.d aeon in LoGleiu nnd not v.hot I had ooon whon I l'ia.l kod to the, 

ohuroh with Hofm.ann. 

Q Goldsoh. l'r.l ro11idt, you driver or tho SPWof Do utnor1' 

A Yeo. 

Q Whon you w:iro in Stoumon t? 

A" Yes. 

Q I read you anotho r quoto.tion fi'om th-:> state rr.ont of 

Springer. A.ft9r anyinc; thot thoy lo.rt for Lo.Olaize on tho nisht of 

tho 20th to tho 2lnt o r Dooa:nbor ond U1ot they arrivod in LaGloho 

at dav.n 01· tho 21st of D0oomber, he mBko o t his eta"bJ.nont: 

11
0n ,the day ,,,,e arrivo d in LaGl11ho nnd vb ilo I l\•s in tho 

houoo I haw 1r.arked No. l on Exhibit "F", Sturmann Albert 
Loaen el:i told mo at about throe or four . p. m. thot ho had 
aoen Ob9rsturmf'uohror Siovoro, Oborooharfuohrer Soh19f'or, 
Undorsoha?'tuohrer BouUlor, RottenfU!thror !~x Harnmoror and 
mon or tho rirot platoon o r tho 3rd Pan tor Pio'neor oompany 
shoot nino Amorioan prisonoro or war ~y -~ho eohoolhouao." 

Ia that truo? Ir you blow? 

A No. 

Q l\ltoro was Boutnar on tho 2lot o r D0 oombor lEM.4? 

A Boutnor ,,aa doad. 

Q How do you know that Bautner t.aa dead on thnt dato? 

A I wa8 preaont r.hon he 'died. 

Q l\hon did ha die? 

A On tho Zoih or Dooambor. 

Q 1'.ha.t v.au ti~ oa.uso of hia duth? 

A Ilo had been woundad. Shot in t~a lung. 

Q Did you have m ything to do with bringing BeuUlor !'rom 

tho spot vihoro ho l.8B ,.oundod to an aid fitation, or any place v.horo 

A Yoe. V.i:9 bandaged hi'n in ' tho houae in Yhioh the drivera 

-,,ore stationed. Ho died shortly 1rtor he wH ba.ndaged. ' l'O loaded 

him on my Sl-'W IU!:d ~ noxt da.y I too k him iD 



ata.tion bsoause v:e didn't haw any opportunity- ti? bury bbl. 

IBF"~NSE COUJiSEL ( tr. l~ltors)1 You may enmino. 

RE-RECROSS EJ<A!JnlJ. TION 

Qt.lBSTICNS BY PROSECUTI011 (Ca{Jt. Shun.okor)1 

Q This v.as tho &id station in 8townont1 

A Bo!bre S'OOwnont. In front of Stoumont, OOtwson LaGleize 

Dnd Stoumont. 

Q Thnt l'.UB the noareat aid station '00 Stournont, ,·.-ns it 

• 
not? 

A Yoe. 

• 
And you took Sautner · thore at ,·ihat time on what date't 

A On the 21st or Deoember1 I can 1 t give you tha exact tine • 

It ~uat have beon before noon. 

Q How u.e.ny American prisoners or war did you see at the 

aid station? 

A None. 

Q You are sure about that? 

A Yea. 

• PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumaoker)1 °Thd; is all • 

• D3FEllSE COW'SE:L (?4-. Waltcr1) · That is all, if the 

Court pleaso. 

PlIBSimNT: Any questions by tho Co~t? Apparently 

not. Tho witnoSB ie exouaod. 

IEFE?ISE COUNSEL 0?• V.dtors)1 1'iilit a minute. 

PROSECUTION, (Capt. Shwi,aoker) Bofbre the redireot, let 

100 11&k him anothor question or so. How big ,.,-as this aid station 

tho t yt?U took Beu1ner to? 

A That v.1l8 a building similar to a outle. 

Q And that l'i'Qs tha castle betl'IOen Stoumont ft:ld 'LaOloir.oT 

I 

PR0SECt'.rrI0N (Capt. BhUlllloker) : ll'ott:1ing further • . 

http:LaOloir.oT
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RE-11\iDIREC T EXA!.DNA TION 

Ql.BSTIONS BY I£~SE COUNSEL (Lr. l'ialtors)1 

Q I bolieve. Goldaohmidt, that you t9at1fiod that you buried 

acne oomrados or yours on the 22nd. la tlu t oorroot? 

A Yea. 

Q \',hile you v.9ro burying thorn did you aoe any doad Airorioan 

priaonora of war lying in the oenotory'/ 

A No. 

Q At th3 timt you buri1:td your oomrados, ao you have just 

1natiriod, did you aee any dead Amor'ioans lying in tho oo?T.etory? 

A No, I didn't seo any. 

RE'i!ECROSS EXAMlNATION 

QlliBTIONS BY PROSSCUTION (Capt. Shurrnoker)1' Aa a 111t1.tter of fact, 

Goldeohn;idt, th!! first till'O you heard about o.ny prisoners of ~..,r beui'g 

shot during this offensive ...as when you got 'b:! Zuffenhauson, isn't 

tlut true'! 

A Uo. I saw it at tho tine at tho oroaa roada, 

Q And you novor heard about any others being shot until 

0 you got to Zuftenhausen't 

A No. 

Q You aro .confident those that you aaw lying in tho fii,ld 

0 

at tho oroaa roa.ds,thOugh, Vl8ro prisonora or ,Rt 

A I don't know that with certainty. 

Q Th11t 1a what it looked like, '1'18.m 't it, Golda~hmidtt 

A I aseutmd so. 

Q And l'hen you go~ to z u'rronha.ussn, ,,ha~ -.a it thtt Hornnn 

told you aboJ:,lt the priaonora thut ~~·ro shot ~ Stoumont? 

A Hoi"tnann? 

Q J0a.chim Hofmann? . , .. 
A He didn't tall me anything, 

Q ' .N~no or your oonradea spoke to you at zurronhaunent 

/1.
ro-

' (Goldaohmidt-rerediroot a.nyi-eor,os~} 

· · 2•~1 
' 
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• 
A Yoa, v.-e talkod among ourselw1i. 

Q i',hat did thoy tell you about prisoners or '1',1lr other than 

thoao at tho orosa rends? 

A I hoard that i'rom Springer. 

Q 1',hat did Springer tell you? 

A Springer hirmolr ho didn't toll Ill9 anything. 

Q \'.011, ho told you aonothin(l; about Springor--

mTERPRET~R: That ,·IQs an error in my translation; in­

stead or a&yini:; 11 1 hoe.rd that from Springer" it should bo "I heard 

that about Springer". · 

Q My next qmstion .ia, \\ho told you about Springor? 

A Heimann. 

Q And whAt did he bill you about Bprin;er? 

A }Ia told me tla t he already had ~ intorrogatiO!l at Ebtm-

aeo and he said tho Amor ionns already knc,w 1:ha.t Sprineer had shot t\10 

in st&w.nont. 

Q Did Hoffmann tol_l you he wi1noasod t!at shooting? 

A No. 

Q '\ha t 8lao did ho toll you? 

A Nothing rr.oro about this matter. 

Q Wlo.t did he "toll you about other prisonore of y,-ar 1:ho.t ho 

shot'! Othor than thoao at the oroea roadat 

A He didn't "'311 no anything. 

Q Vilo} 1:,!thoae tv.o and t,o at tho oroaa roads aro all you per-

sonally kno'l:T about! 

A Yea. 

Q You didn't follow tho order of your company comimndor, 

B1evora", ,'to search tho hou1es in Stoumont for tho enomy't For prison­

ers or 111art 0 

A I '1111,s· aewr told to do that• 

Q All you did all ,tho timt1 you l98ro in Stoumont 'r.aa oit in 
1 

your SPW, is tr.at right? 



A ' · I couldn't got av . .zi.y from tl-o SPW very far. 

Q You stayed with your SPW all tho ti.ml? 

A In th'l vio ini:t;y of my vehicle 1 yos. 

Q Ab.ays within your oight? 

A I didn't ah:aya havo it wi-th:in my sight, booauae I was in 

the house pnrt or th'l ti_TOO. 

Q Don't you bow, as a rrntter or fa.te, Goldschmidt, that thoy 

had roving guards to v.-atoh your S~Ws and that Neva ns on guard duty 

at 'the titfe he saw Springor and Billosohotzky shoot the second group 

of' Amer ionn PWs in tho a lleyv.•y? 

A no. Thoro T.ero guards dur i ng tho night. 

Q But you :iro suro that thoy wero not on duty during tho day'l 

I didn t soo any. 

Q I am asking you if you know that tMro T,-oro no rov~g 

e;uards to protect tho vohiolea during the day, Will you -0011 tl'at 

to the court, as a ma"ttor or ·- /~o i.·/ 

A llormally thoro r.ere no guards with the vehioltts during tho 

day beoauso tM drivers \\Ore supposed to stay m and around tho ve­

hicles. It rr.ay be that lt v.·u ordered that gua.r:da 1-;oro to bo thoro 

during the da;v, but I don't know about it, 

PROSECUTION (Capt. ShUJMokor)1 Nothing further • 

• PRES IOONT1 Any qmations by tho do!'ense. 

WFEtlSE COUNSEL (!.r. "i'_.ltera)t It is gotting lato, your 

honor., I ~.ould lib, to ask him one rror8 question. 

Ff!8SIDENT; Go ahoad. 

RK ~RllDIR&C T EJtAMlllATlO~ 

QlESTIO!IS BY THE IEF.INSE . (U.r a.- >.twrs), 

" Q. \\here· was the aid station that you rof~rod ta in your• 

~atimony'l 

A It Y;9,S east or Sto~ on.t •boij t, appro.xiri».taly ono and 

ono-half kilouotors ftom Stou!!!.O.lt. 

http:Stou!!!.O.lt


Q 

·A 

·Q 

sohloos? 

A 

Q 

A 

•• 
none. TO 

hour a . 

• 
i'ihat kjpd of a. building? 

A building similar to a oaatlo • 

Do you · know approximately how nuy roo11?S v.oro in the 

I don't know. 

Did you go on through tho castle? 

No. 

IEFEUSE COtnlSEL (11". \\'altors) 1 llothing. 

FRESIDE?IT: Any questions by th'J oourt'l Apparently 

witnoas is exousod. Tho Court '7111 rooeas tmtil 1330 

(l'1hereupon 1ho oourt a.t 1200 hours took a reoe&s . ) 
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0AHP llAOJIAU, GXl!IWIY 

AFTJ!llllOOJi SEBSIOll 

(Wbere~on Court reconvened at 1330 hours.) 

PRESIDEHT1 Take HS.ta. !11ie court will oo:ne to order. 

PROSECUTION: It the court please, let the record show 

that ell members ' of the Court, ell members of the Prosecution, with 

the ex: ept10n of Lt Col Or~vtord, who 1a abaent on . business of the 

Prosecution, and Oa:?taln lll'l'lle, who has been exouaed by verbal ord~rs 

of the Commanding General, ell member, of the defense with the 

exception of Lt Col Dwinell, Dr. llau, Dr. Pfiater and Dr. Leilill&', 

all of the dafendanta, With tha exception of Reid.er, No. 6l, who 

is sick, and the reporter are preaent. 

DEFJ:llSE COUNSELI 'l'ha defense calla aa its next witneSB tile 

aoouaed Anton Motzheim. Mr. Wal tera on behalf of the defense will 

conduct the direct exeminatioU and the defenae contemplates recall­

ing j his vitneas-oorreotion, doei not contemplate recalling him• 

;O 
.ASTON MOTZDIK. one of tho aooueed, col.led as a vi tness in his 

own behalf', took the stand and testified through an Interpreter as 

follows,
0 

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings 

Vere interpreted to the aaous; d and to the Germon counsel.) 

DIREOT lWIIIIIATIOJi 

'<1)JISTIO!IS BY DEFE!ISB (Mr. Waltora)I , 

q What 1a 7oui f'ull name and your age? 

.A. .&ton Kotzbelm.. 

q, How old are 7oul 

.A. !l'went7""tvo 7ear1 old. 

~ Stote the number of the platoon and the o~any of vhioh 

70u were a member during the lUt'el Of£e111in. 
.• 

.A. 12th Oom,p&n7 XVX Platoon, 3rd ktt&.lion, 2nd Panzer Gren,.. 

adier Jlegim.ent of the LSSiH. 
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Q. Who wae your OOID!>a.D1' comma.nderl 

.A. •Hauptaoharfuehrer Thiele • 

. Q Who va1 7our platoon leader? 

A Oberachartuebre?' Pfalzer. 

Q, Who were tbe rest of the members of your platoon? 

A Tbe platoon was divided into three groups. In charge 

of the first group was ~echnical. Sgt. Schvambnch. I, Dzy'Belf, was 

in chnrge of the second group and the third group was under the 

command of ~echnical Sgt. Rendel. The group of my own people were 

the following: Driver, Leo Mose~, first gunner, Pfc. Weech, second 

gunner, Cpl. Pmmmeraning, Medical Sgt. Richter and Jey"eelf, The 

group of '1113 second people was under the command of Cpl. Leo Mouer 

and I Cl.o no longer remember the names of the reet of the group. And 

some members of other groups were among others& Cpl:, Rodenburg, 

Pfc. Grafmuller, Pfc. Bartckolde, I do no longer remember the rest 

of ' them. 

Q On what d81' and vhat hour did 7ou arrive in Honsi'eldl 

A Early in the morning between eie;ht and nine o I olook on 

the 17th oi' December 1944. 

Q. D~d your SPW 11tcp as you vent through Bonai'eldl 

A Shortly before ve left Ronsfeld the column drivin& ahead 

of me stopped. Several .b.erican airplanes were circling above ths 

looalit7 and the column aoved forward very 1lowl.7. I reached Bonafold 

in 'lll3 vehicle and came to tbe first big curve of the road. In thh 

curve two Ge~ anti-aircraft pi_eces were atanc11ng still burning 

and I had to oonolude that there va11 an enOJll1' anti-tank around. · 

Some members of' the crew of the knocked out anti-aircraft 

told m8 vhen I drove b7 that the enemy had ottered aome resistance 

in the place and that parachute troop• vere ju1t about to break this 

resistance. !rhereupon I ordered rq ore:e, to aalce the vehicle ready 

tor oombnt. 
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a big atraight road in Honafeld. About 100 meters a~ from the 

curve vbere I saw the German anti-aircraft piece standing I noticed 

an .American anti-tank piece o~ 'the righthand aide of the :road. 

MR. WALTERS (To the Interpreter), Vas there aeytbing in 

bis answer about it bad been knocked out? Maybe I miaunderstood. 

INTEBPRETERt ?lo. 

J. (Continuing) Baar the .American anti-tank pboe there were 

the attacking German parachute troopa. ~hen the German air force 

had found that the;y- did not know that there vare still .American 

forces in the place and still offered reaiatancO and .we had to 

undergo the heaviest air attack throU&h .American fighhr bomban. 

Thereupon 1 ordered the membara of my craw and the follo'!­

ing vehicle to turn to the right, to itop, to have the crew dhmount 

and to go in cover. I, myself, jumped dovn from the vehicle with 

a machine phtol in IDY' hand. When I reo.ched the ground, I ,aw an 

American 10ldier and shot. I did not lhoo·t upon 8ZJ.'j- orders; I did 

not ahoot in the anumption that thia soldier would aurrender to ua. 

I shot beoauae in the excitement of '-the action lrfhiob. waa cauaed (a) 

b7 ene.IQ" reahtance, (b) b7 Teey heo.V7 air atta.cke, (c) b7 the audden 
' . . 

appeare.nce of thia aoldier. .l:fter I had shot I kept running towarda 
··r 

the house in order to get ahelter againv;t the en&IIQ'" bombin«. , '!he str 

attack: lasted for about half to three-quartera of an hour. Duri~ 

thia , time the parachute troopa kept taking the place· but late~ on 

Fauocoeded 'in ooau;,ying the plaoa. 

After 6.bout one hour I ordered rq men to git on the ··vehicle 

and we drove on 1n the direotio?l of :Bualll~en• 

•Q., • I aw goiD& to read 7ou a ·unt;nce from your aworn atate-

lD,n, which h&a betm, adllitted in evidence aa Pi-oaeoutlon.11 exhibit 671 

•'?he .&merioan aoldier waa ta0i11& me, handa aitended to • 
1tbe aide, but ~ot over hia head and I aaeum.Od that he 
vanted to 1Urrend.er. I waa about fh'e -:or eight metera 
from. the .American and aa far as I could aee he cl1d not 
bD.Te 8.D7 weapon,.• 

http:1Urrend.er
http:aaeum.Od
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• 
la that statement true, and if not what pnrt of it hn 1 t true? 

"- It ii inooi:reot. The part whioh 1an1 t correct io the 

sentence vb.ere 1 wrote I auunu!ld he vanted to surrender. At that 

t1me when the aoldier appeared before me suddenly I did not have 

time to look whether or not ,be was wearin& weapons. It vaa 11q duty 

to break every enemy intention which be .bad. 

Q, Hovn :mch time elnp1ed from the instant that :,ou atood on 

the ground and you aav the American standing in front r.! you? 

A I anv him and shot, meybe one second. 

Q. Is it tI'Ue, the phrase in your statement that the .American 1 a 

band.a were extended by hie Iida? 

A 1 wasn't in the position to aee and to understand. the 

position of the .American or the yq he waa atandtng. 

Q, ~ did you write thi a portion of the atatement Wioh 

you now olain le falae? 

A I was in Sohwabieoh Hai.1 in an extremel.7 bard eituation. 

I vaa looked up for three month.a in a call together Yi th three other 

aold.iera without ba;dzig any opportunity to move. I wa, firmly con­

vinced that during the ' J:1fel Offensive l never mad~ m;yael:f' culpable 

of aJ1T incorrect action. and_therefore l aaid to IIQ"Hlf, "Ye.11, the 

gentleman interrogating officer tbat ,might come, that . I wa1 ' reac11',, 

· t~ uae everything _to vrlte vbat l ~ev about the j itel 0:!'fen11ve, to 

,,;ite it !down. r~al in,!_eSeating.". · 

On ' l9 Karch I vo.i interrogated for the :Uret time. Mr~ 

· no~h came i~to -, cell with an interpreter and he ~eked me vb.At 

!' knew about the i:ifel O!.tenaive. Thereupon l ,anevarad, •Bothin,g 

posltive WBt ,could intareet 7ou.• Thereupon Mr. 3lowitz aaid to 

me, •ta that 7our l,_aat vordT 1 And I aaid. "Tea•. Thin Mr. tio'rl tz 

v'ent out of the cell and I heard how he cal.led the firat We of 

•Earey" outside in the hai1wq. .And then N;-. Thon came into 1111 cell 

and be •remained ten or fifhf!D. m1nute1 in -, compe.ll1'. 



i286 

2B-T•5 

. .- .. 

0 
0 

0 
0 

• 
•so you dld the shooting? Tau shot a prhoner of var.• J.nd I 

replied to him. •That ii 'impoae1ble, I never shot a prieoner of var.• 

•oon 7ou take an oath on that?" and I eald, "Tee". Thereupon I vat 

aworn. :Sut I neither participated in a ehooting nor did I see any-, 

and that I did not mistreat an American or a :Selglum civilian oltbe~• 

Mr. Thon got very angr)" about that, that I did not give em.y 

particular answer . upon hie questions and he also accused me of having 

hanged an American aold1Dr in the command poet and that I bad killed 

tvo eoldiera in La Glelu. And I a1111wered, 11Tbat la 1.mpoBBlble. I 

never eav a divielon command poet nor did I aee 8ll7 prisoners of var 

in La Glelze. a Thereupon I waa beaten. 

Q, Bow muob vere 7ou beaten? 

A At 2 o'clock I waa taken to IQ' coll. The f~_ret interroga-

tion continued by Mr. :siow1ti: and might bavo lasted tor the mlmitea 

and the questioning and tho being sworn through Mr. !t'hon alao five 

minutes. J.nd then I va1 bu.ten for about a quarter of an hour. And 

• Mr. lill.ovitl and Mr. !!!ho~ vent out and ai'ter a ehort wile lat Lt 

Perl and ~. lfhon appeared in m.7 cell again. Mr. Thon 1ntroduoed 

lat Lt Perl aa the llelgtum llaaon officer and lat Lt Perl addreeaed 

m~ in the l'renoh language," 11Kr. Mohheim, vbat 7our nnmef" I pretend­

ed no_t to understand ~t. of courH. Thereupon lat lt Perl aaid to 

me in ve17 broken German, •we vere looking for you for 12 montha.' Nov 

ve have nul,17 f ound 7ou, 7ou murderer." 

'l'h~reupon .Mr. Thon said to me,"I will f1re ,70ur boa.el. 

will lead 7ou towards tortue and alov but certain death and you will 

nrH the ~ on which 7ou get ac~nted vith me." 

Bever in 'llr3' Ufo have I had ·anything to do vi th tri~a and 

I thoU&ht 1t vaa fu.ml,J", atruge. Since I iae quite sure that I did 

not shoot a prisoner of var and aince thq tried to get me down through 

their method,, the laat Will foi· rnhtance awoke in me. Then lit Lt 

0 
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41~ 7ou 1hoott• .And Mr,; Thon shouted, "Who gave the order?• 

Thei-eupon I replied, 1 1 neither had an order nor did I 

ahoot. 11 ~ereupon let Lt Perl kicked me tour times in m:r sexual parts 

and Mr. Thon kicked me on m:, leg. Thia went on for ,about halt an 

hour. Then they left the cell and a blaok hood vae put over rrq ...... '.. . ....... . 

•• 

head and I bad to stand in the corner of my cell f'or about an hour. 

After about hal:f o.n hour Mr. Thon reappeared in my cell and asked me 

~o 'had prisoners of war in Parkani Puata. , I did.D 1t lmov that. 

Then he said to me, 11 You hnve committed perJUrJ". 11 Then be vent out 

a,;ain and I wae taken back to rrq own cell • 

The next dey at 4 o 1olock I was taken bo.ck again. I was 

taken to a cell, then Mr. Thon again cam8 to ase ce and he told me, 

"There 1a one chance left for 70u. It you don I t a~ that you 1bot 

a priaoner of var or that you had the order, you vill be hanged." 

!!!hen the former Sergeant Plueobk:e came into D'l3" cell and he aaid to 

me, "I have told them." He atdd that I bad told him that I had. 1hot. 
a prhoner of var in StoWllont. Then be vaa taken out 9Ba1n. I lmev 

e:mctl7 that I never vae in Stoumont but my vehicle wn11 knocked out 

outside of Stoumont on the 19th ond I said, "Ia everything the ether 

' VB¥ around! • breupon Mr, Thon banded me a ebeet of paper and a 

pencil. I vo.1 br'ou,;ht back to my call and then I atarted vri ting. 

1 

(Motibatm - Direct) 
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Q. :bid anybody dictate that statenent to you U3 you 

wrote it'? 

· A Ur. Elowitz dictated the Statement to me. 

Q Aml I ask you., again referring to the r,ortion of your 

statement that I huve junt read, a re the following words you1· 

own vorda: 

111 a!.lswned that he wanted to surronder, 11 

A No. 

Q Whose words arc they? 

A 'l'he 1•.ords of the eentlcman who pcrfonned the 

• 
) interrogation thl'ough the interpreter• 

Q \'fno was that? 

A lir. Kirschbawn. 

Q Uotzheirn, a fter you~had shot the American noldior as 

you have tostitied·what did you then do? 
get 

A I shot a.nd kept on running towards! the house t\Uawny 

from the bombing. 

Q Did anybody take cover'i' with you? 

A Suddenly a 1-Jhole crol'rd was in that hou3e, I gut)s3 the 

re3t of the crowd of tho Ci'IK Platoon who were driving behind me, 

Q Do you lmow whether the American that you shot was 

killad or not? 

A I shot at him; I don 1t lmow mo1•c about it. 

DErfil:~SE OOUNSEL (Lir, \'falters): You may examine • . " 
lr ,CROSS EXA!JlNATIOll ' 

0 

QUESTIONS BY Pr.OSECUTioll ( r. 1:l.owitz) ; 

Q · Do you know Untor.acharfeuhrer Schwarnbach? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you remember after ycu made yo,ur st2te.ment that was 

int_ro~ced in evidence ~s Prosecutioif 1o Exhibit P-67 
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Q You told Unterschnrfuehror Schwambach that you ahot 

an Ameri,can prisoner of \'10.r at Homifeld? Just a minute, anower 

that question, answer it yes or no, 

A I can't answer thio yes or no, 

PllESIDEllT: Slow down a minute, 

· PROSECUTIOH (!Jr, Elowitz): If it plt:aoe the court, 

would like to have the witness inatn.lcted to answer the question 

yes or no and then qualify hiz answer, v,11ichever way he \-rl-shes, 

PRESIDTI2·!T: Do you understand that? · 

THE rlITNESS: Yes, 

PIIB5IDENT: Read the la5t question, 

(Whorcmpon the reporter did ao requested.) 

I never ~aid that I shot o. prisoner of war . and, further­

more, if we came into a cell nnd we~·c confronted with somebody 

elo~ \'lb were o;-dercd oubide \ ;hat answer wo had to give and 

in th~ atmoophore which existed :in Schvmebioch Hall nobody dared· 

oppose tJn1t. 

Q Didn 1t you tcl;L Schwambach tl~ut you shot an ,\rnerican 

who wanted to surrender in Honufeld? 

A No, 

Q. What did you tell Sch\·,o.mbach?.. 

A I told Schw.>mbach I vrao .e.slced whether or not I had the· 

order and I oaid: 11 Yell. 11 An~ when I had given the anpwor: 11 Ycsn 

I was t aken out again. 

PROSECUTIO!l : I belicv:e" ho said: "I ,·,as asked if I 

ever oxecuted the ordorJ ;: nnd ~ .o.nznj·ored •1yos ~. ~ 

A I was asked whothor I ha.d tho ord.et_: and I D.a.id: 11 Yc°i;1 11 

'£hen I was .::i.sked whether I hnd carried out the order and I ~G\'t~red 

nyea11 to tlu:.t too. 

Q What order? Gnn you an:J\'tor it? 

A " . !lot to take priuoncr o of war . 
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-· 
t hat cOrrect? 

A Ho. 

Q Well, what did you r.tean by answering, 11 Yes, I executed 

the o rder, 11 7 

A At t hat mo:ucnt. I di d ,not have u personal opinion, thc.t 

was ordered t o me , · 

Q Were you beaten before you were confront ed in Schwc.eb\ uch 

Hall with Schwainbach at that time ? 

A No. 

Q Yet you voluntaered to go into Sch:.unbach 1o c ell, confront 

him and tell him juot whnt he te?tified t o? 

A No, 

Q . Well, \'/hen it vra. s r equest ed of you to do that you ac r ccd 

to do it? 

A I was not reque3ted t o do so, I wa s or tlered, 

Q You made no objection to the r equoot or order, or 

\"thatcvcr it is you call it, is that r i ght? 

A I don 1t thb k I had an opportunity to do so. 

Q Very well -- you lmow Unter&charfuehror Pluochl<e, do 

you not? 

A Yeo, . 

Q. D_o' you remcmbe1• Pluochke atating _to you at Schwaeb:l.sch 

Hall that Pluachke had, heard you :Jay on December 29, 1944, . a,t 

Petit Thier, that you had shot American prisoners or \·1a1• in 

Sto\lmont? • 
A '. Yen, I heard that, .i 

Q And do you ri:l'Ttember answering that the only plncs you 

had shot. prisoners or war ,·r.is at nonafeld, aa you hnd stated in 

your confession? 

A I never ~aid this, 

Q You· never said that? 

http:Schwc.eb
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Q Do you reme.11ber m.:i.ld.ng it i n your confossion? . .._, . 
A,, In r.iy confef!Sion I didn '°t uay n.nythinG about n pr i ooner of 

war eithor. · 

Q Do you re:neinbcr thi:J ota~e.11ent in your confession, !Jotzheim: 

11 Jus t as I .-:a.a standing there 1 Stu nnba.nnfuehrer Po etachkc 
aa id to Oberstunnba.nnfuehrcr Pcipc1·: 

10berstunnbannfu elwc.r1 hore a r c b to moro prisoners 
of wu.r, 1 

11Pci poi· o.nsw~red in an indifferent and disdainful manner: 

'As u sual. 1 

"From Oberstur.nbanfuchre1· Pcipei· 1 !J U.PJ.SWc1·, I concluded 
that both prisonera of war would be bwnped off , 11 

Do you remember maldn g that state.11ent? 

A 'l11e 1£'.st p:ut of thio s t atement ia not derived from 1n:r o;m 

recollection but wa.s dictated, 

Q Do you r e.-ne11ber volunteo1•ing t hat ini'onnution? 

A No. 

Q Did the intcrrogntur !mow tha.t Poctschke' oaid to Peiper: 

11Herc arc two more prisoners of wur11 
1 1n Stownont? 

DEFE1ISE ·cot.iJSEL (Ur. i'/a.l.tero): I object, how can this mc.ri 

know what the interrogator lmew ~ hin mind? 

U W l@.ffiEH: ~ ~on 1t know, who.t ~ o knows b~ he can answer 

if he knows. Objedtion overruled. 

A I was tnl.king a bout the la.s t . part or the sto.tement which you. 

just read to me, 

Q I'm talking; about the .whole state:nent. I rCad to you, Didn't 

you volunteet· t ho.t inf o:rmation · to the int~r.rogator? 

A 1.'lith thc, exception of the cori.Cluoion, yes ,. 
Q And ~o you r~ember wl'i:, you volunteered t he Woni:a.tion to ll 

tho interrogator? 

' A Because it is th~ tr11th, 

' Q e,It wa.snit because you were beaten, vms it? 

A I don't undera~and that. 

mailto:l@.ffiEH
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A I dg> not unde t·s tnnd , 

Q You tlidn 1 t volunteer thio inronnation because you were 
0

beaten, did you? 

A I wrote dOlm my confeosion because: {o.) Part of i.t is 

the truth, and fb) because theY' helped me to do it but through 

be{l~ing • .• 

•• 
Q Well, what pa1t or Your description does this sta tement 

I juat read you .fit; i:J that the truth or i o tha.t bcciause you were 

beaten? 

A The first pa.rt ia the truth . 

Q Don 1t you remember you volunteered that inronnation 

becnu~e you stated you received orders to bump off prisoners of 

war, other,·dee you would neve1· hnve done it? 

A I already sta toct boforc that I did not do the shooting 

in Honsfold upon ortl'ers but because of n first reaction which I 

would have repeated under tho oamo ci1·curnstancos nt once. 

Q And, as a matter ot £net , didn.1t you cite tho cuoo ot . . 
these two prisoners ot war to ohow that your superior ofticera 

. ' . 
were doing the same ~hing theY ordered you_to do; isn 1t t hat 

true? 

A· The question is not clear to . inc. 

PROSECUTION (IJr. Elowitz): Road the queJJtion. 

(Vfuereupon the r~porter did O.o request ; d : ) .. 
••• -= ., ' ••• 

A I didn 1t want to show anything. 

9 Well then why 
1

dj,d you bring up tl,10 incident ,ot the ' 

two prisoners .of war that you heard Poetschl<e turn over to Peiper? 

A Thut ia . the t1uth. 

Q What is the truth? 

A \That I \Troto in the first part ot tfle st.atement: you read 

mo. 
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Q Why did you volW1teer the infonnati on about tho two 

prisoners or war Poetuchke turned over to Peipe r if it uaon I t 

for the reason I asked you in my prev~ous question? 

A I did not write this statement; I . did not volunteer 

t o write this stat ement, but they brought it about to play the 

enlisted men and t he non-comsniosionod of!'icer.:i against each 

other and ovorythin,1 rlhich one knew about' tho o!ficerD or 

a nother enli sted mun was or par t icular i.rnportanco for the 

i nter1·ogating oi'ricor, 

Q Uotzheim, you have testified that thio bit of 

in.for.nation was something you volunteered, that i t was the tn10 

part of your Dtatcment and now you insi:Jt t hat the i.r~onna.tion 

was supplied to you by tho interrogator ? 

A I did not ::al.y tho.t, 

Q Uotzhoim, I •m going to a:ik you a qucation once moro 

nnd I'm Soing to ask you this and please answer it if you can 

without going or! Onto oi de issues. \'lhy di d you tell the 

inter rogator :i.boot t ho two pri-soners of ,·rar t hat you saw Poetschko 

turn ovor to Peiper in Sto~ont if it was not £or the purpo~o of 

c~ving color to :your 1Jtory tho.t you shot priaoners of war only 

on 01•dcrs? 

• DEFENSE OOUHSEL (µr . Walters): I object to the question . 

Counwel haa put thi:i questio1~ four o:- five, JIW,Jhc sh til1oc, and 

ho •a gotten answers, tho l aat time po.rticulzi.rly ho e o~ o.n .answo ?' . 

from the witneaa, and I ~bj cct to the r ,epetition. 

POOSECU'rIOH (l!i-, Elowitz): I£ it · pl~nue tho court, the 

,·rltness
1 

haS done every-thine bu t nn owor that queotion. 

L/u'l LraIDE:R: Tho court feels the sa.'lle wo.y. Tiill you 

pi'ea3e te.l.l tho vdtneao if he cannot answer' the queotion, so.y he .. 
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cannot an:mcl' it but he is tald.ng up needles:; time of the 

• court in evading nn3wer ing the qutitition. Hou he lrn o the 

privil ege of t.iaying he cannot ammcr. 

PF.ESIDEN'l': Asl< tho witnesa if he unders tand:; those 

instruction:,? 

THE i'II'rtlESS: Yea. 

PHESIDENT: All l'it;ht, eo ahcud. 

PROS:EX..'UTIOJJ (llr , Elowitz): Read the la3t question. 

(i'fl1e r ciupon the r eport er did ns 1·equeot·ed ,) 

A It ,·ras never necessa ry for mt! to gi ve color for my 

act, I am r esponsibl e for cve1·ything that I did !fl3"Sclf end 

th~ other ques tio:-i s I cannot ann11er . 

Q Very well, nov,, Uo t zheim, c11n you g ive me tho names 

of the three oth t!!~ men you were locl<c~ up with in Schwaebisch Hall 

while you -wore having thic hard ti.mo you deBcribed? 

A Do you mean the time botween the 15th of December up 

to t _ho 19th of February? 

Q Well, ~ho one I mean , U:otzheim, if you recall in 

direct exaininntion you stnted that you hnd n very hard t:!.ino at 

{>chwaebisch Hall and you were locked up ,·(ith throo otho'r men in 

a cell? 

A 'l'here were four; oChmann, Koowitz, the ·third one wns 

from the Headquarter:/ CC?-11pany of tho Panzer ~egisnent, I do ilot now 

r ~ember his na'lle, the fourth W"';S I, my..iel!', 

. Q Do ' you 1010\'f if Koewitz ,and tho man v1hose nam~ you, no • 

longer r a.11e.11ber , ~ver ma.do n confosaion stating thnt they shot 

priconero of wur? 

A I don 1t know that, 

Q ," ~o y~u lo1ow it Kocniitz or the man whose name you o.r~ 

un;.ble to identity nre accused in this cnse? 

A No, 
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A I don 1t know that because I wa o not preoent during 

their interrogation. 

Q 1Iot1:1heim, you we1·0 0:1 Vi!ry good tenns with your 

Company Co:nmandor, were you not, Hauptatunni'uehrer Thiele? 

A I wns on very good tenns 'Iii.th Ho.uptsturm.i'uehrer 

Thiele as my superior, 

Q Well, he s~ko ~o you a.bout things that h~ normally 

wouldn't talk to men under him about, didn't he? 

A He discusoed with me CY..actly the same mattor:3 .is he 

would have diacusoed with every other member or the compuny. 
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Q r.e1l , do you think Oboroturmfu~hrer Thiele would noi:-

rro.lly toll nn onlioted iron undor him thnt he l:n~ws thnt a certain 

ndlito.ry notion 1a going to U;'l~o place on tM orders .or tho regi­

nen tal oomnander? Did you understand too i uoo tion?_ 

A Sinoo I didn I t know anytliing about tho rogimontal order 

ltJld no fo.r ao I rennr.bar Oberoturmf1;0hror T}tiele never spoke a bout 

tho roginontnl ardor to the oorepany. 

Q Y'.ell, l:Otzhoim, I road you this paragro.ph from your oon-

.f\:tsoion, and a.ok you if it io true? 

A 11 Thon I asked Oberoturmi'uohror Thiele it' he lqiow what 
had been dono with ft largo group of tl'o American 
prisoners of war that wore token to Stoumont, no I 
saw nany groups or Airorioa.n priooners of i..o.r this 
same n'Orning. Thiele anal'.erod: 11Thoy a.re being col­
looted son1'whore in a hollow in tho rea.r and thero 
11111 will bo bunpod arr." Ho didn't say 'M\o gave tM 
ardor for tho l'l'Gosnore and ho didn't mention any 
othor faota about it. · 

Now, Motzheim, did the interrogaUlr tell you about tta t 

or did you ti:tll the interrogator a.bout it? 

A I l\t'Oto it do\'.n.. 

Q Yea, and before you wroto it dom you supplied tho in-

forne.tion1or&lly, . di~ 1 t you? . 

A No. . 
Q You ttoa.n the interrogator told you tho whole Storyt 

A I already stated that 1?11 tho s~oond day of rI'i',f interroga-. 

tion I v.-s sent back to Tf1',f coll .with a aheet~of papa~ and a penoil. 

Q. . Then you_n-oto this? 

• , A Yoe·;· ilhon. I l 4'ot0 t ~isi. 

Q. Vol~ta~ily? . 

A , I hardJy btlliew that you oan oall this ·vohntary. If' 

, you call it voitmtary, I do not. 

Q !'era you a·lono fu yo~~ oo.11 whsn you wrote it? 

A Yes. 

PRosECUI'ION <U:• Elowitc)1 That is all. 
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PRESimUT: Any question:i by tho Court? Apparently 

nono, thal witness is excused. 

DSF\!lNSE COUISEL1 The Darens.a oalls a.s its noxt witneso -· &mot Grafmueller. Mr . Walters, on behalf or tho Dofenao, will oon­

duot tho dirdot E:xamination. 

ERNST mAFl.lUE:LLElR, called as a witness for the D9fenso, v..s 

sworn and testified throu&h o.n interproWr as follov.11't 

DJRECT EXAMlN.llrION 

QlESTIONS BY DEFEIISE CXH.NSEL ( ?4- . Waltors)i 

Q Give your full nano • 

A Gr fl frnue ller ,Ernst. 

Q How o;d are you? 

A Tw:'inty yoara old. 

Q 1n· whioh platoon and whioh oorr:pany m,re you during the 

Eirel Offensive? 

A In tho 12th Company, 1st K.w.K~ Platoon. It was a pla-

toon of Pfalzer. 

Q Do you know the aoo uaed Anton U,, tr.he iofl 

A Yes. 

Q Did .you see 1.'otl'.heim dui-ing the oi'fonsivo? 

A Yoe. 

Q Did you see him at or noor Honefe.ld'I' 

A Yes. 

Q In the oolwm, whero was M,tzhoim1 s vehiolo, in relation 
. ~ . 0 

to your veh_ioleT 
\I_, 

A. . · In 1Jonsfeld? \) 

Q. . Ye&. 

4 ,The tank o~ ~tzheim .w.s. driving ahead of me. 

Q On what• day 1and a bout 0 Yihat hour did you p~ss throttgh• 

Honafoldt 

A It v.as in 



Q r,ao there any anemy oomba.t a.otion in Honareld at the tintot 

A Yoa. 

Q Did you atop in tho ' ~ol'.n or Hons!oJ;d? 

A Yes. 

Q How long? 

A .l\wnty minutes, 

Q Y'Gs there an air raid attaok at +Jte tirr.e you stoppod1 

A Yes. 

Q On uhioh aide or the road did you stop?. 

• 
A On the right hand side or tho road • 

Q Did you see 1.11y American all ti-tank guns at that place?

• A Yeo, in a yard on the right and on tho left side or the 

road. 

Q How m&.ny'l 

A One• On each side, one• 

Q Will you describe briefly what the air attack ~e at 

the tine? 

A Yeo; ·tho plf.Dos v,,oi:e attacking us from the right side and 

• l',8 junped dowa, ,from our vehioleo o.nd looking for cover in a house 

thnt v.-as on the right side ct u..• Q. Did you see defendant li~0 tzhei~ at that tine?. _ 

A Yes. He l','&s present too, 

Q _'Nlon you pPl"kttd your vehicle where \loae l/otzheim1 e !9hiole 

in relation., to your.a? 

A · It ,,..a standing right ahead or me, 
, lo,; • 

Q "nhere did you 1neet llotzhdm on tho _road Wlan °you a'tartod. ( 

to tab cove~?_ 

A At that tint ?lotzhoim had draady d:l.snountod, 

Q V.bre -~ere bombs fdl:1ng around you and liOtzheim nt that 
1 

tilrsf 

-:-A Yes, vary close to ua. 
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Q 7:as there • wall . in front of tho houso whoro you took 

A no. • 
Q Did you aoe ~ny American soldiers there at tile time, 

with thoir hand; raiaod · abow tmir ho ada'? ,.. 
PROSECUTION (1r. ~lowitt)1 If tho court ploe,ee, tile 

counsel has been aoking lee.ding ques tions right along and Prosoou­

tion certainly objoots to too continuation or it. And W3 obje~t 

to this qui,ation for the. t reason. 

• 
PRESIIEtJT1 Objootion is sustained • 

Did you see any Attlor ioan priaonoro of wtr tMre? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you aeo any pr isonora of ,.,-ar shot at the tim,1 

A No. 

Q Did you evor ooi, III1 Am,riom prisoner of ,-,ar shot in 

Honsfeld?· 

A No. 

IEFENSE COlNSEL (~. W"1tera)1 You may oxamine. 

CROSS EXAMlNAT!OII0 . 
Q,tJESTIONS .B): P_RCJSECUTION (l.r •. Elowiti)1

0 
Q Y,hat is you!° rank't 

'A Pro. 

Q . Did you ~°" any' Arr.ericana in Honafold ~o w,r~·.not prb-

.. oners of ~ r but l'lho w,i-e in. the act or: aurrondering'l . 

A I o~ly su,'prisonera or 'd.r who v.erc "lrCuu1y tn.l~n by 

parachute troops• 

Cl So you arriwd in Hon1feld much lator than •l'ohheim, 

d:1dn't0 you? 

A Yea. 

PROS~CUTION (J.r,.. E lc'ldtr.) . Th.at ia all, 

REDIRECT EXAUnlATION 

qtESTIONS BY JBP.lNSE COtNS 6L ( l!r , 
0
\\al1"ra)1 



A llight have boen about ty,mty minutoa. 

PROSECUTION ( !':r. Elot,itr.): Hothing on rooroaa. 

PRESIIENT1 Anything further by the ProsooutionT 

PROS8CUTIO?h Nothing further by the proaooutlon. o 

PRESID:,'NT: Any quoationa by the oourtt 

E:<AMlllATION BY Tits COIR T 

IJ~W IBU!BR1 l'ihat wis the position ot your vohiolfil in 

tho line with respoot to tho remainder of tho rogime'nt?. . . 
A I didn 1 t undorstand, 1'.0uld you road it• bao'k, i,loaao 'l 

0 

T,6s it. in °tho advnnoo olemont' or• t ~ 're6iJil~·~t / :·J ~~h~·: 

iitlin body, or· tho roar eJ.omont? 

A It v.ea in the roar. 

Q !.<ot%hoim's vohiole v.-a in front of yourB all -tho timt~ 

is that right? 

A Yea. 

Q About how tr.any prisonera or .,,..,r ~did you aee in Honat'oldt 

A About a htndred. 

Q iihat tilre ,.aa this? 

A ~ en w, drove ·through. b,tv.oen eight and nine o'olook.11 

PRESirSIIT1 Any other ijueation~ by the court? Apparent­

ly none. Tho witneas is exausod. 

(YAleroupon the v1iinesa -.a excused atd ,rithdrew i'rom 

the courtroom,) 

OSKAR UAlR8R recalled aa a witness for th'o De~naa, having been 

proviomly am>rn, 'matifiod furtb:,r through an interpreter u ro1-

loM1 

PRESIDEN11 Just remind him he is utill under oath. 

PROSECUTIO?li The 1titnoaa is re:nindod hs is atill tmdor oath. 
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REDIRECT EXA1/J11ATlON 

QlliSTIONS BY IEratsE COUNSEL (Dr. Hertkorn)t 

Q t.Aurer, Y0u aro already in-txtrrogatsd u o. wi'tnoso for the0 

defense. 

A Yea. 

Q l'lhero ?,Oro you on tho 17th of Dooembor 1 1944 1 at .noon? 
i.,' .. 

A In tho area of Jlonsfeld. 

Q Y1hore was the oompany? 

A The oonpany oloaod forroo.tion shortly baforo Honsfdd. 

Q Vthere was tho oorrpany oommander't 

• A The company conmandor must have bean further ahead of us, 

• sinoo the platoon leader 1•.ent to the front in ord8r to report to the 

oo~nny oomre.nder that tv.o vehicles of tho third plaix>on -,pro knookad 

out. 

Q Did yous eo tho oorrpany oomne.ndor't 

A. • In lJonafeld? No• 

Q l\hnt did the company do in ~ one.fold? 

A The part of the oonpo.ny re!'uelod. 
• 0 

Q. l\llo gavo th> order for rofuding? 

A ' Tho conpany ootmio.nder • . 

Q. How do yop l~ow tha tT 

A 'l\,,o ~oonpMy c.ormr.ander is the only one Tiho oan giw the 

order, 

Y.hen did y~u lea.w Honsfeld a~ain? 

Ji 'lb 1;111ght haw, boen shortly afi,,r noon. 
r· .. 

Q. : ~ ~u · know 'When tho firet Lt. Christ laft1 together 

with ' you? 

A· ' Yos .- lat Lt: Chriat ..«e driving, ahead. of 1If'/ whialo 

. o; the road bot,~en B_cnafeld ~nd BouUint;0n. 

Q Did you aoe 

http:oonpo.ny
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D3FEuss comsBL1 You may o ros o oxa~ ino . 

llllCRUSS EXAMlNATJON 

QU::STIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shunokor) : Y1hnt platoon -y,uro you in? 

A In tho third pla toon. 

i'uul. t no your company ardor or ?larch? .. 
ni'lliRPRETGR: The crd9r ot march? 

'.D10:t io "·ti!!t I m11an. Tho• 
00

r
0 

- =roh?ordo :or ,_ 

A T'n!J firot and soocnd p lo.toon takoa tha lead, thon tho oom-

pany oo?rnllUlder, thgn, tho Xhird 'platoon . 

Q And whon you ,·.o ro thore 1n Hon arold the platoon leador or 

0 the third platoon had to .&o up U> tho head of tho oolui.m to find tha 

0 oonpany oornme.ndor? Ia that right? 

A Yoe. 

Q So he l'o•sn't on tho first and eooond platoons there, was 

ho? 

A No, that was o~ tho ,,,11,y botw,on R~nsfeld and Buallingen. 

Q 
0 ~ ~ .~t titr.o he hnd boon at . tho bond of 1he oolunn? (' 

A I oan 1 t say that. 

Q TM first time you saw him was botv.10on Honsteld and Beul-

lingant0 
A 

Q And that l'.-as at what· ~iDD? 

A It u.o _shortly aftor 12100 o•o.lock at noon • • 

Q' l'tha t tinT• 12115T 

A I o.n't say that exaotly. 

Q H;.,, do you blow it ~o aioor l.,,olve o 1 olook. 

A Booause tm o!' our tanks '\ore knocked out shortly bo~re 

noon and ,..e stayed in.1 Honarold for a liti:le while . 

Q You looked at your VII.tab when those he tanks mre b'iookej1 

•. out, didn I t Yl?u? 

A No. 



A I can give you only the approximo.'00 timJ. I only Imo,., 

that at ~~100 o1 olook ue \•.ere ata.nding in tho- forost outside of 

Honsfeld. Then OBer~turmfuohrer Siovore gave the ordor, "Roady 

for combat." -
0 

Q Is thnt vihon. you lookod at your .,...a, toht . 

A I did not look e.t my watch, but let Lt. Kooh did. 

And after that you drove on tov;ard Ronsfeld arrl tov.o.rd ,. . 
Buoll:ingon? .;·..·· ·. :....... 

A Yoe• 

Q 'I.ho elae v1as in Chriat's tv.nk't 

A Th'3 drivor 1 ?tto Lossnu, !'irst gunner Hans Plotz, tho 

loading gumer, Flopp, and a second soldier, Holmuth Pietz. 

Q 1'hat was your position :1n your tank? 

A lat gunner. 

Q You sat right noxt to the driver, did you not? 

A No. 

Q .., \\here did you sit? · 
0 

A . I v,ae sitting below :tho oo·~dnnt. 0 

Q And you had olear. V:isi!lility ahoad and outside of the tmkt 

A I oou~d not see whnt happened outside of my tank. 

Q But you e,•• Christ right ahoad of Y0u? 

A A"rter v~ paaeed Hona!'eld, yoe. 

Q Tho s1 tuation -.s different tM.n? 

A Yee. 

Q You could nee out <?_!' your tank vory plainly :t;hen'I' 

A Yo lf.• 

PRosECUTIQJ (Capt. shwro.eker h That 1a all. 

mmttSE COUNSEL1 NOthing further on rodireot. 

PRES I DENT1 Any '<J.Ueatiana by th~ court? •11- Apparently nontt-J, 

tho wiinoas is excused. 

http:tov.o.rd


(\iheroupon tho witneoo ?Ao exouaed and withdrew from 

tho courtroom.) 

PnESIDSUT1 The C0urt will rooeao until 1530 houn. 

( Y/horaupon tho Court at 1600 hours took a rooooa) • 



• • 

·• 
(Whereupon the Court roconvened at 1630 hours.) 

~SIDDT1 Take ,seats. The court will com~ to order. 

PROSECUTI ON: Ii' the Court please, let the record show th.at 

all members ot the Court, all members o'f the Proaeout1on with the 

exception of Lt Col Crawford, lfho 1e ·absent on business of tho 

Prosecution, and Captain Byrne, who has been excused by verbal orders 

of the Commanding General, all members of the defense, with the 

exception of Lt Col Jhdnelli Dr. Rau, Dr. Leiling, who are absent 

on bueineee of the defense, all of the defend.nn~ai v{ih. the exception 
0 

of Rieder , who is sick, end the reporter . are preee';_t ._ : 0 

DEFENSE C0lmSEL1 The defense onll; ; ·a. its next witness · 

Otto Lessnu. Dr. Hertkorn on behalf of the ·defe~ae wiii condu:t the 

direct ex.amino.tion. 

OTTO .LESSAU, a witness for the defense, vas sworn and testified 

t throu«h en i n·terpreter aa follows: 
0 

(Wh; reupon the Q.ueationa, anavera and other proceedings 

vero interpreted to the accused and to the German counsel.) 

Dll!ECT EXAMIIIATION 

Q.UESTIONS BY DEFEIISE (Dr, Hertkorn) I 

Q. Sti te 7our full name to the court, _please. 

A L~aeau, Otto. 

Q When and where were you born't 

A Jurie l, 1926. .. 
#Q. • How 1~ have iou been in the lat ~& PnnHr Rei tment't 

• 0 
A I have i)>een,) in the lat SS Panzer Regillelit since October 

1942, . 
Q. What comp&Icy' vere you in ,P.uring the J:ifel Otfenahe't 

A 2111 Oompan,y, 

Q.. 'Who vu 70ur 0011panf oolllll&l1der of that coap81ly't 

A ® lq compa.D:7 commander va1 lat Lt Ohrilt. 
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Q, ~t vere your militar;r duties during the Eifel. Offensive? 

A I was 1st Lt Ohr1et 1 e tank driver during the Eif~l Offendve: 

Q. Do 1ou remember where the coinpaey was located in the morn-

ing of 17 December 1944? 

A We were in Honefeld about noon of the 17 December. 

Q, What was your compa.ey doing there! 

A lie drove into Honefeld and as far as I could observe 

~self the vehicles refueled. 

Q, . Was the oompN17 commander, let Lt Obrist, with the 

compa.ey at the time? 

A Yee, 1st Lt Ohriat was with the o~any at the time • 

Q, Do you lmov about what time of d.ey it was that you left 

Honefeld on that day? 

A We ' vere del~ed in ltonafeld for about 46 minutes. 

Q, In what direction did you leave Honefeldl 

A As far as I lmew we left Honofeld towards Buellingen. 
e oo 

Q, Do you lmow when . the company- reached this cross roads 

• south of Halma~? 

I I myself, did not have a watch at the time but no far aar A• \. • I remember and dravin& qonol'!Biona from. the darkneH~ it vaa about 

three-thirt7. o. 
Q. !lad 1 t started getting da:rlc alreaql 

A You oouldn1t aey it had at~ted alread71 bl.it it didn1 t 

.ia take long after that. 

Q, Did lat Lt Ohrigt leave· the Oomp8Jl7 from the march from.. 
Honafeld to ; he oroea road.a! 

~J. He did not get separated froin the oompe.D1' formation. At 

~ rate he vaa in that tank moat of the time. He certainly va.1 in 
. 0 
the tenk 'Whenever t~ taajt vaa moving. 

Q, Do 7ou know whether iat Lt Christ perhapa drove aYB7 1~ 

http:oompe.D1
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A 1 don 1t know. 

Q. Did you in 7our tank of the oomman.d.ing officer 8Ter drive 

paat the point of the column, between Honaf'eld and the orose roads? 

IJ I never got past the point of the column. There vaa al~a 
0 

aomebod.7 in front of you moving even thoU&h the d.iatanoe between 

tanks got quite .long at timee. I al~a found another vehicle in 

front of me whenever we slowed down. 

cmoss EXAIIIIIATIOII 

l!llESTIOJIS llY PROSEOUl:IOII _(Mr. Elowitz): 

Q, When you arrived at the croaa roada it vae clear dqlight 

va1n 1 t itl 

A Yee, it wa! clear 4.a_rlight. 

Q, 0 And 7ou stopped at the ore•.• roe.de, did you not? 

A We didn't atop at the crou ro~ a. 

Q, 'Just before 7ou got to the orou roads didn I t you atop? 

A If, aa I said there might have been some slow dona in 

the marching column which are usual in the vq the marching column 

• apreada out and closed up again, but 1 don 1 t remember &Zl1' atop • 

Q, Juat about where were you in relation to the croBB roads• ·when Ohrht left the t~ ~ither for a few minutes or a longer 

period of timel 

IB!m'RETElh Could you read.' the quHtion baelc, please? 

(Vberen,pon the' Reporter read the laat quests.on.) 

A Whan Ohriit tor &the first time after Honsteld lef't the 

tank for en extended period ot time-I think it va1 16 or 20 minutes-­
, 

we were 11outaide of lzicelsdorf 4t a 1harp• right turn . 

Q, Were 7ou near the oro&1 roada when he left tl}e to.nk for~ 

a abort period of timel 

A I don't remember.. . 
(l It ii po&Bible thouch that while your tank we.1 prooeoding 

http:quests.on
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period of ttmel 
0 

A !!!hat might have been a matter of minutes at the most when 

perhaps he might have gone to aome other offioer to get some informo,.. 

tion or something like that. 

Q. There wna quite a bit of excitement going on at the crou 

roads vhon"7ou pnaaed there, vnan 1 t there? 

J. No, there waan1 t aeything going on any more. 

Q. Were you ever at Zuttenbauaen! 

•• 
A Yea • 

Cl When! 

A hom B~vember 6, 1946, until December. 

Q. Did 70u ever speak to Obrht at Zuffenhauaen? 

A Yea, I talked to Ohrht in Zuf1'enhauaen. 

Q. When vaa that 't 

A I don 1t re.member,, 

ml, HERTKOBB& I obj ect. In direct teatimoey I did nOt ask 

LaHau about Zutfenhauoen or about whether he talked to Ohrht at en7 
" . 

time • 

. , ~ ':-~ll!rZa1~t..~~rU If the Court please, it la obvioUa that 

on direoi exuinatlon counael for Ohrht 11 attempting to. establish 

an alibi to ·account for h11 pr; aenoe or abaenoe at the oroH ro~a. 

And we aublli t that we are perfectly entitled to interr~!ate the ..-.• - ..~ 

vitnna to atteq,t to deetro7 the ~ibi. "1' next fev queation1 will 

throw ,-·1ght on the purpoee for vhioh ~ am alking the lf1 tnan these 

queat!.ona. 

DR. BERTKORB, Jr thia 1a to attack the oredib1lit7 ot 

Leasau, I can only atate tba.t Leuau ~maelf h ·a proaecution vitn°u, , . 

., ;,a.v immi:d.a Va will proceed with the queationll, and 11' 

the.7 db not ooMect themaal"TH VS.th the direct teat1m0D7, thl court . 

vill d.iare.gard thia pert of the eDJaination. 
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• 
KR. ELOWITZa · Did ha anaver the laet queationt 

@ESTIOIIS llY PROSEOll'rIOII (llr. l!llowit.)° (Cont ' d) 1 

Q,: Do you know vb.en you spoke to Ohriat at Zuf!enhaueenT 

A Yea. 

0 • 
Q. 1 When waa i tT 

A It muat ho.ve been in the tirat d&:1'8 of Deoember, the lat 

of December or the 2nd, 

Q, Do you lmov Unteracbarfuehrer"rBllloachehky? 

A Tea , I know hiin • 

Q. Did Ohriat tell 70u thnt he was interrogated b7 the 

.Americans tit tbat timeT 

A That vaa COIDll.only known that he had bean sitting in the 

b\lllker here in Dachau. 

Q, Did Ohriat warn 70u tho.t in the event 7ou were interrogated 

by the .Americana ;you ahoul.d remain ailent about the fact that he 

ha~ left Billo: chetl:IQ° With hie penzisr at the oroea roads when hil 

oompan7 paned that point? 

A 'l!bat wasn't at the oroaa roads where he left BilloachehJr..r, 

that vaa at the point on the main road where we entered the main 

road. We had been on a atd8 road and iheD hit "the main 'road and. 

turned. lett. 

Q Bow tar from the oroH r~de vas that! 

.&. I don 1t ,know that for eure an,- mo~·e. It could baTe been 

one al10 two kilometer,. ,, 
MR, ILO~TZI I Will ii.ak th~ vi tneu to 1tep d.ow. and 

come over to Proaecutlon'• exhibit 3, the zap on the wall, and point 

out the place of which be, ii apealdng, in order to re:tre~h the 

vitne1& 11 l!IUl.0?'7 point out !hil"iaont and the oroae road.a where th,. . 
t11t1monY, hu 1hovn the .American prltonen ot war w~e t1)?.ot. 

Q, Will ;you pleaae potnt out tho plnce where you vara Juat 



.. • 
0 

A I co.n't ~ive you the exact apot b8cause 1 di~•t vork with 

that mop before • 

. Q. Approximately. 

A It must have been along this piece of road .(indicating). 

We came along from thia YB7. ' 
Q. Can you point out vith a little more ,exactneae the approx-

•
imate place where yo~ ceme out on the main !11g~'?.'1'l 

A Hot with greater exactneaa • • 

•• 
Q. I want to call your attent~on to th8' scale placed o~ the 

bottom of' the map h~re (indicating). Keeping that .,d.n mind, can 

you point out with more exactness the place! 

A I have said be~ore, 1t might have been 2 km. or it might 

have been one. I csn 1t really srq. 

Q. Do you remember going throlJ&h 'rhirimont ! 

A I don1t remember any towns, the names of' towns a:t:ter 

• 
Honefeld. 

Ma. ELOWIIJ!Z1 All right, ;you may' resume fhe stand. 

('lfher8upon the witneaa returned to the vitneaa eto.nd~) 

MR. lCLOWITZI That ii all. Did the witneae anever that• last question? I · will ask it again. 

,Q. Did Christ tell :rou·not to ,reveai to the Americana the 

fact that h8 bad left ·ll1lloaohetzlq1e panzer oµ guard at the point 

when. hie Comp8117 vent .b:rl 

.A ·chrht did U1' tha\. I aak the court to be pe~itted to 

describo that :i.n greater detail, 

MR. EL01fI1rZ& The proaeeut1o~ baa no objection• 

.A. I had no~ met J)hriat a~noe th; wrrehdsr. .And tine& va 1n 

Zuffenhaua: n all kil9v what the acoro vaa, I , talked with Ohr1'8t about . . 



• • 

stopped Billoechetz}Q' and given hilll the order to secure the road 

towards the right sU.e and at the end to "join the company &gain 

with the turr~t of hh vehicl; turned toward 6 o1olock. And Christ 

said that he could not remember thie order al:J1' more, end that being 

oo I should not mention it either. · • .. ...... ':. 

HR. ELOWITZ1 '-That 1B all. 

:__:_,-·./·;(;\:.:::f-~t!~.:~~:::c :::~:o~~:·d~::.::1:::on. 
the vitne oa 1e excused. 

• 
} 

(Whereupon the vi tneaa na excused and Yi thdrew from the 
I 

court room.) 

• m::DNSX ~~otmm, At this time the defense havin& completed 

the ~rea.around HOD.stai d , we will no"W proceed to the area. of Jhd.lingen 

OD 17 Dec;ii'e; ..:~:} he\ t'.~:f'eri~'fl•cal.le ae ih next vitneaa the aoc~aed• .::.-r:::r: :,,.·.: .::. 1 ...i. 

Marcel Boltz. Col Su.tton 0n behalf ot the defense vip. conduct the 
0 

direct examination. r ~e dei'ene~ does not contemplate recalling 

thie witneaa• 

MAROJ:L BOLTZ, one of' the accused, . calla~ as a witness 1~ hia 

ovn be~t, took the · atnnd and testified through an Interpreter. as 

follow11 

' (WherBlJPon the questions, 8llavera and other proceodin&s 

vars interpreted. ~o the acc~~ed.,-~d to. the .GermaJl Counsel.) 

•• ' , DIR!OT • EXAMi!W!IOII

Q)JllSTIOKS llY Jm'E!IBI (Ool ,Sutton)I 
q,· Wba~ ie ;your f'uli ~el ., 

J. Jlaroel Boltz • • 

Q, Tour form.er milltar;y organi1ation! 

A 3rd Panzer Pioneer Com:pan7 1 lat !n. LSSAJ!. 
1 
Q, Which gro'Up WSt'B }'OU in! 

J. 2nd Platoon, 3rd Group. 

http:Interpreter.as
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• Q. lihen ·di_d eyou come into the ariqT · 

• A October 10, 1943.• 

Q. ,Did you volunteer or were you draftedt 

A I wae drafted. 

Q, What was your a«• on 17 December 1944? 

A 18 years old. 

Q, ~ t ie your birth ~tel 

J. 11 September 1926. 

Q, Where were you born? 

A ·10 Reiningue in .Al.1aoo • 

Q, What h your legal addresal 

A Also Reiningue 1 Ale-ace. 

Q, Rov 1ere 7ou demob1lhedl 

J. On November 22, 1946 1 I vaa demobilized b;y the French 

authorities in Colmar. 

Q, What did you deol~e on the oocaaion o~ your demobilha,.. 

tiont 

A • · •I decl~ od that I saw the dead bodiea on the right side 

.of the ro~ near Halmedy crosa roads • 

~ Who did 70u give· that informati on tot 

A ~ a :rrenoh aui hori ties. . 
~ Mb.at did 7ou do after your d;,.obllhationl 

A • ~ vent home and atarted working 1:1 a mine. 

~ What, it anything, happened in JanUB.:7 relating to thh 

case? 

A Late in :tan~ I ~al interrogated by "Captain. l3;yrne about 

the Malmedy' at my home. 

Q Who interrogate& :,out 

A Captain Jlp'no. 

Q la that the aame Captain Byrne ,vho baa been ovar at the 

ProH!ffit1on1 ~ table pnrt ot the U met 
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• 
t 

,.• 
A Yea: he was a tat Lieutenant at the ,time. 

Q. Where did that interrogation take'..plaoe? 

A ID. ~ apo.rtmi,nt. 

Q. What did you 881' to him? 

A That I had seen the bodies of the Americana on the right 

•side of the road near the oroea roads near Malmed7. 

CAPTAIN SHUK!.oKER: I vant . to obJe::t to this l ~ e of .. 
0 

examination for the reason that ha ia r teatif'yi.;g about a converaa­

tion be hnd, which is in the nature of a self serving declaration• 

If' this witness 1a allowed to testify as to 8.ey oon_veraation that 

he had with MY' persona between December 1944 and to--d8.J when he ii 

here on the w1 tneaa stand able to teatify, be ia at perfect libert;r 

to relate to tbia court wbaJ he m; ght hav'! told hh parents about it 

and what he might have written hie f'ri~dB ab~ut it, and that ii the 
. · ... ·:~ ·!~~·,.;:,:.~:.. o, 

reneon that self aerving deolarati~na are not admissible. Another 

reaion that they are not admissibleois that' an acouaed ta:f'ter the 

oommission ot a crime is most inolined to spread word of his 

innooenoe I and he ceii then come into court were suoh at.atementa 

qompetent and relate to the court a hundred or a _tho~aand people to 

•vhom he procluimed hie innoo~nce. D 

'!he witneBB 
0 

is-present here in ooUl't and able and apparently 

vill1nc to teat1f7e We moat reapeotfully eubmit that hie testimonJ" 

should bli ' oonf'ined to what happened and "not vbat ·ha baa ~·Bid that. .. . . . 

happened aometime betwee~ Lhe orimiDal. .24t; olleged. and. to-da1': 
LA.W J.GMBER1 Rave 7~u aeytbing to 1187 on the queation? 

0 

COL SUTTOD'a ~ it pleaae the court, thia is not an 

att'empt to elioit a selt serving deo~aration, It 1a leading up 

to the time when he was qu.estioiled by Captain Byrne, That was a 

part of the 1n~eat1gation, irhe court will recall tbe.t pvidenoe vaa 

pu\ in •b7 Captain Shum&:ok:er pertaining t.o what transpired in Ool 
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#289 that a question · concerning the interrogation of i'ho accused is proper 

and fitting. 

LAW MEMBERi Voe the interrogation ' b;y Captain Byrne under 

oatht Will you ask t hat question? 

Q)JESUOliS BY DEFEl!S:S: (Col Sutt.on) (Cont 1d)I 

Q, t. Wae the interrogation b;y c,.ptain l3y'rne under oath! .. ' 
•,. ·· .,i . • ·: ea•• ··. ,· .· 

' CAP'l'.AlN sHUHA.oKER, I d0n.'t ' knov, if it please the court, 

if this question ia a predicate for the introduction of some atate­

ment that he might have given Captain Byrne. I would like to read 

thia to the Court, if I m.D.7? It ii taken i'rom the Outline of 

Procedure for the Trial of Certain War Crimil18ls b;y General ,and . 

Intermediate M111t&ry Oov8rnIDent Courts, prepared by the Theater . 

_ J udge Ad~oCate, und8r ~t~e·: ini~je~t of. rul.ea ,of evid;_,n~~;f;par~~Ph--(b·)~·-/· 
re-".:!,:\2{J:~\-~.~-:-~~:· :~--t__;/~j;·~i~r ;o, t\a~J i:~·11~;;;;~. ·~~re· ;·~~:-i:~·~:~~c;~~:;;·'• ~· 

•• ' .r,:.:;,_·{::{;,t?:i,; ~.:,:._-,"' the best evidence available. Hearsay evidence including 
"' the statement, sworn or unsworn, ot a vitne&11 not produ.oed, 

ia admissible ~ l!ut ,it the matter 1s . important and con­
troverted, eveey eftort should be made to obtain .the 
presence 'of a witness ard an adjournment may be ordered 

• 
• · for thnt purpose. The guiding principle 1a to admit only 

evidence that will aid in determining the truth• 

And we r e~pectfully au1:mit, it it pl ease t he court , that the bes t 

evidenc e t hi 's wit nes s can· give ~b::iut the, facto in i sa'.u~ i o hi a 

tes t i mony in ,opetL court hero today . • I f t he vritneaa i s allowed to 

.. teotify a.s t o facts ho rel ated t o Captain By:rne he woul d l ~el'ds e 

. be allowed "t6 introduce in court ,any l ettor ' t hat h e might hO.ve 

vn·ittcn £0 any pet'.~ proala.iming his innocence -f rom Dccembe.,r 1944 

until t oday, end ! don ' t s~e hdw t he cou1·t coul~ ex.elude i t . 

LAW L!EUBER; . The cou1~ io tho best j udge or wha.t it will 

admit and .,.~ not acLl\it undel' t ho:Jo · circwnsta~ceo. Coun:J rD. f or 

defenoe has Stat~d th11t he is ,now going t o b r ing out the subot.mcc 

of o. con•versation wh i ch t ook pl a ce mo1·0 in th-:, natu r e or a n 

·,·,as under oath, 

0 
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investiga.tors of War Crimes ·and not as a mer ~ self..:3erving . 

d~cla ra.tiua , Ii'; after tho evidence has been rel ated on the 

standJ the court dol:.enni.ncs th11t i t i :; a solf:..serving declaration 

it wi.11 be ro:.cluded . T'nc objection is overruled, 
1 

QUBSTIO?IS BY DEFENSE OJUN3EL (Lt . Col. Sutton)(Continuing): 

Q Will you tell tirn coui·t the substo.nce of the 

conver sation between you r::i el.i' nnd Ca.ptnin Byrne?. . .... ·. 
A Captain Dyrne ll. ok. ed me whether I krtew. ani,t'.l(ine about:. : ·'. :. .. . . : . : -~·' ..... ,... 

tho Alnericans be1:1r: ·· s)'iot near Ua];lnedy ~· I tol:d him· that ·near
0 

Uo.J..medy on the . rig~t.. ; ~de; o·r th~ I'O ad I W.\'( Amel'iCano __vdio ho.~ been 

0 :::~:;:~::;:i~;;;;~t:~~:·:~::t·~~: _t-~~r ~~ -::·;i·-
0 

Q Now: · s~f ~z~ ?·~~:~~.hin!...e1;5e in"' partrcur:ii- ~ 1-d nt 

that particul a.l' m~~{~.i'.., ': 
A Yes, it is possible I don 1t remanbei· the ox.act 

conversation a.ny more . 

Q What occurred aft e:i r that conversat_ion with Captain 

By-me? 

A I was S\:1om a.nd a o~ate.11ent wno t,aken w1d I oigne? it, 

Q ... Was that stutcmen~ tak·e~ at your hane? 

A Ye.a , 

Q What occUrred art'er that? 

A On the 12th of L!arch, 191.6, I got a temporary pa.so 

fro~ the French a'uthorities in ord1# to --

PROSEX!UTIOit ,.(Ca.p"tain Shum8.cker'h, I object to this, I 

don 1t eee that it hti.s anything to do ,·dth the issues in this 

i;asc. The Jurisdiction of,..the c.9urt as to this p.ccused u.nd a:µ 

accused has been settled. 
I . • 

DEFENSE COUNSEL (Lt. Col. Sutton): If it please the 

___ court, Ordinarily the queation of jurisdiction is raised at the 

I 
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28-D-2 beginning or o. tria.l, In t hb i n::itnncc it is believed juotii'ied 

to ~ring the· point of jurisdiction up o.t this time for a 

docioion by the court . The defense will tend to prove that t ho 

a.ccuacd io a F1·ench citizen and, f urth er, in its motion it will 

otnto that the French held juriodiction over him. 

L\W 1.IDJBER: If t his £1 a quc<1tion or juriodiction, tho" 0 

f' ucourt hno alrea.cly ruled that it ha.a j u rii.diction over all these 
10 

oc,,:, 0 :. : " e" " o ., 
,,.. a ~cusod and 1:_hnt. ~notion \·!ill be denied :immedi.:ltcl,y. 

• 
DEFENSE COUNSfil. (Lt. Col , Sutton) : It the court 

origino.l 
pl uaoe, this Fi1rtic~lnr question wa o not 1·aiscd in th~motion 

•• d'ealing with juriodiction. 

LAW 1,ID,rn&R: .. Except that tho court ruled that it had 
0 • 

jur"iDtliction over '"all of the accused ovim though it wao only 
o ' 0 . 
0 

"" ~ o o raised a.t thnt time as to Dome of the accused, with respect to0 

C:o G \;; 7) 3'ir.(J" O~'a'i,p O " 

/ the Bel gian ctHJoo. The court will add tho.t there are two 

ronoon1:1 yll-cy the motion will be d.enied; one is that jurisdiction 

ahould have been raised at t he · beginning or the trial and is 

now brought out of turn, and the oecond, becouoc the court has 

nlre;ady decided that it ha.a juriad.iction over nil of the ncc~acd. · 

Should some fonn of ·ourpris e testimony a.rise vtith' r espeCt to 

this witncas ~efore ·t~e concluoion or the caoe, the defense may 

r eserve its right ·to renc11 ito motion on the j urisdiction, 

I) 

DEFENSE ooutLSEL (;,t. Col. ~Sutton):: if the court Pl ea.Jc, 

a. queatfon is anticipahd. at a la.tor time, perhaps by th~ F,r~nc:;h 

Government. 

LA'll J!acBER; 'ilpll, if such question doeo aroee the 

court ,·till conaid.~r '1t when it is brought up but not at thia time, 

DYEllSE OOUNSEL (Lt . Col. SUtton): . If the court pleas~, 

may the record ahow that a. proff;r was made of written ,;,vidcnce 
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28-1)..J to 3how citizenship und diocharee papera, ·etc .? 

LAi'l UFJ.IDER : Well, io it being mo.de? 

DEFEN'SJo; COUNSEL (Lt, '. Coll Sutton): \'lell, I would 

havo made it had you not oaid that the court i:i with jur isdiction . 

PROSECU'fIOH (Captain Shwnaclcor): If the court plea.oe, 

I believe the witn~ss hao testified that he wao o.n Alsatian and 

if ouch evi dence wel'e offe1·cd wti ,·,o~lcl,,corto.ir~.J.J';._obj ~ct to it as 

being immat erial ~ecauati ~tho ~~cation of tl1e l'igi1t or the French 

to claim jurisdiction i ::a a riah t of the Fr ench Gov~1·nment to r.i.ioe . .
0 • and not t his a~cu:Jed, aud r don 1t believe tho French. _Govemment 

· h_._io legal counsel preoent . 0 
LAW HEl:il)ER: Ir the isoue is raioed you may make your • 

.,proffer at that time and we will tuko up tho entire mat~C:r as one 
···.,... 

-·1.:~ 
.. oo~;;.i~;~;/ ·.,;._Co C"• •'"'•• "•!';, • iS_..j{ :; ~--; • ( C 0 

QUESTIOUS DY DK'ENSE OOUNSEL (Lt . Col. S~tton)(Continuing): 

Q Boltz, how far did you «o in Bchool? 

A Eight yoar :J ,' 

0 

Q vn10.t ~·ras your profession or occupation in civil life?0 
A I was a ruiner. 

0 
Q What ins tructions, if nny, have you received du_ring your 

mil.itary co.roer conccmine; .tho ~ cneva C~nvcntiop? 

A 'l'ha.t soldiers with the ·1·ed ann bn.ndo were not t o be shot 

at·, -tho.t \unbul;;m~es were nqt to be fired at . 

• Q_ • • Ho.Ve YPu •hn~ any instl"Uction~ ~)ll · the' ~r eatrnC!lt ·o~ 
. . . . ',~ 

A . i10 ••• 

Q ' vn1.en w~re · :,011 cap't.Urt:d or apprehended? 

A llny 7, 1945, 0 by tho ~u.ssinno . I was captured in Dreaden. 

Q \'Afcn were you r eleased by the Rtfssinn3? 

A !lay 25t h or 26th. 



• . . 

Q i'fnen did you come i nto tho custody oi' the l.m.el'icans? 

A On 3 JW\e in K6editi near. Hof,
0 

Q \ ihcn an,d -in what pl a ceo hc.ve you been impl'i.uoncd? 

A From J Jw1e unt il AUL'USt i in the crunp Kpeditz' 

frarn 1 Au~ust unt il 10 October i n St o.lae , then Lan "'",'1u:rner near 

Hcumburg, then from l!urch 13 w-itil. April 16 in Schwacbi:Jch Hull 

and evyr s ince April 16 h ere in Du.chau , • 
. •: ...•. ! :....· ..· r,"' / • :-=;: 0 • 

Q When we1·e you first intorfogated, rcgr... i-di rfg t~iS co.oo? ., ~ :• 
0 

A The end or J.inuary•f ~r ~~ fi l't;; ·~ i mc . .:-··: ..... ~ .~·: .'·.~ .• ' .: , 

Q \7ua tha t t he same 
0 intc~-r~e:It·i~n th~t "Y~u ~pol~e ~~ou t"·\ . \ cw~;,.o .-. . •, : 

minutes ago? 

0 A 

Q Vlho \'las present a ; :t _he ~tl~~rr~g_at ~on ,o~· the" .16th ?.i' lJUrf h • •.•o,. •• • 

in Schwaebisch Hall? • 
' o ~··. ; • , · ," ·, ~ • _ _.-:' :..' ' b ~o • 

A In the ruorning ._ot Lfa.1;ch tl6 . I .,wo.a to.ken . in't:o "En interroeation .'·~;:..,..,.;.,· >..;:.;~~-'"~~....~ 01..·... 
coll. Shortl y thcl'cafter Co., >ta.ili Sh\una.°clte1• and L!r , Tnon c:1.'lle into 

the interrogation cell. After n row uUJ1u1:oa Co.pto.in ShWn.loker fort 

the intorro({ution cell o.go.in . 

0 Q What took place then? 

A l.!r . 'l'hon tJ1en told me: 11\'lo know that you fired; we ulao0 
know that you ttad orders to do so. Ir you admit that you fired then• 
not~ing much cnn happen to you. In thrcio months a~ the most you 

,'Jill be , back in France, but it yo~ will. deny then I'll consider 

myself forced to strik_o put that orde1• and then you 1ll be a \'lar 

Criminn.l and I don•t think ,you want tO he that, 11 

Q Was ru:,iything said about Dietrich? 

A Yos , 

Q What vra:J it?. 

A lll·. 'lbon told mo: WHe don't want you, you 1re just a 

· m!la.l.l Private; we don'1t \1ant Altekruoe;er because he waa just a 

littl e Sergeant; we don 1t want Sicvora becau.se he waa onl:f a l at 

Lieutenant; 
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0ti 290 you J cno\·t who we want? 11 I unswercd: 11 No. 11 Ur , Thon then said;28-D-5 
11 1'/e wunt Sepp Dictrich, 11 , 

0 Q What took place after lir , Thon said they wnnted Scpp 

. Dietrich? ·o 

A Then I.Ir. Thon took me out to the office of Lt, Col... 
Ellis. • 

Q • What h·a1fpened : 11: r: ? • 0 
• • •·..:,.·.·..~!>,:.• ~ •• •O ·.• • oo o oo • ,.•: • • • • •• • .. 

. ~- • A·, In\h; ,offie~; uof cL{0 •Cai.•Eills,!;r::Tlfon ask d me• ~
':'., •o O 00 00 ~\ :o:0.0 l D 000 ':, O "',,: "1> o O :,,: o• O O' O O00 O 000 

:: • ~ • : • wli et1!01·.. I ".11.ad,.fi~?'u at a ,P,;i's;hcr •Orwa....r !JOUth 
0 

.of the Croa3 

no'ads oY"' Llilincdy: 

• Q 
O 

Wh;\,as-~r:scnt at that . time? .. ........... .. . . . 
•.,, ·°' -.··••':": ·,·.· • ,. -:',"A.:,.,~~~- gal. El~s, cap_t,; :-?.h~ a; ker, c.,rl§ ,.la~ , "an~ two 

• • • • • :... •• -~·... ~ 0 • "•, ;~_·\,": • f' • • ;-·' ·~ •• '"' :' , •• •' !" • 
" 0 P ., ~ ~1· ~t~~ee. 1,J10.r4c . I!:r.~ons · ~~t~~ng"': ~~ ~-. ~ong .~a'olo ,~..~." .o• 0

•,. ·.cf:\i.:r;:/;itt~-l:~~f~~~~t;··#f~;~-~t~~tifr;:~:d·;t that meeting? • 
. ~ •'\.J .v•.h,,.. ~ i.:.. · -oA, Ur. Thon asked me whether I fl.red at priooners of 

war at the Cro.s:J noo.ds? I nnowored:& nuo 11, And then llr. 

• 
Thon aaked ,me: 11 Do you want me ~ get Sprenger?11 I nnowered: 

11 Yes, 11 Ur, 'tnon went out a.nd came buck with Sprengc1• and he 

asked Sprenger: 11 Did you fire at thu Cross Roads?" Sprenger• 
1:01~answered: 1~Yes, 11 And he.. asked Sprenger: · yo~ have an or~ar 

to do that?tt Sprengei· answered: 11yes, 11 And he a aked Spr'enger: 

11Sprenger, ·did Boltz shoot at the Cross -noad8? 11 Spre~ er answered: ~ 
. . 
•:Yos, 11 And then he nDkcd: 11 Did Boltz hnve orders to do that?11 

Sprenaer answered: uyea,u 

Q '.'fhat hnppened n~7 

A Mr. tRon go.vc Sprenger a cigarette and took: him back 

to· his cell, Vfucn t!r. Thon came back he snid, 11 Bo;J.tz, thcre 1 ; no 

senoc in you denying it. Sprenger juf:lt told us, Jakel a.nd Hofmann 

will aay tho same thing, I can only advist1 you to admit it. I 

did you fire at ihe Cross Uoads or 
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Q Did you shoot at the Cross Roads? 

A No. 

Q Then why did you aay you shot v1hen you did not? 

A I never before had anything to do \'dth .i.ny court and 

I ,·i-a.s told what Sprenger, Hofmann, Jakol and Neve hud tc::;tified 

to, und when I wao ~hen co~frontcd wit}i Spl'enger, and when he 

told me . in my prescnco ,that I had fired at''tho Cross Roa~s, then 

• 
I thought that a trial \'«:>Uld take pl.ace againot me in a vcr:, ··· ·: 

row days. I also thought that theao witno:Joos VCJuld appear no 

• proaecutionis \'titnesses, 

Q Whore did that interrogation take place? 

. A In. tho office of Lt . Col, Ellis, 

..:'..·: ;-::.· ., Q \7h!l,t, if anything olse, ,did Mr. Thon~say? ,,:,,•; 

A · Ai'telr I h11.d admithd . it Ur, Thon took ,me 01:1t , of, ·tli.~ ' ·; .' . , •, :•"o '. ~1 \··t ,... :,, o\,t \.;,::,• < I ~!::';.•;_-/,.·,•,,·,:f.. , office of Lt. Col, Ellie again aiid took(mo : bn'ck t? tho 

interrogation cell. 

·Q Before taking you out of thG office did Ur . Thon aay 

anything else in regard to youraeli'? 

A It's possible but ;t can't recall at the mom'ent. 

Q. When were .you l ast interrogated? 

A I ~a then taken out or Lt. Col. Ellie I o·ruce and 

taken back to the interroga.tiOn ce~. l&r. Thon Save me a -piece 

of pap~r, a map or the aroa. ·or Lfalmedy, and a pencil, and· he 

told me: H\'le tron 1t be lTorking this afternoon. You 11l ha.ve"time• . . 
to write everythi:'il down \that ,rou know on Sunday. ! 111 a.gain 

adviae you to admit everything Wld doh 1'l for&et anytp:in~, and 

don 't Spa°re, o.ny offic~r; Oe'onuse· fil ,t,h'~jw ant to do is R":et their. . -,, 
me~ ·in troul)l; ,u., And' he l eft,• and I wao tulcen bacl: into niy own. . 
living cell. 

•"Q Were you interrogated acain? 
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morning o~ U~ch 18 . 

Q Who was present? 

A Mr. Thon came· in° tho cell ~nd pi~ked up the paper and 

he naid: 11 1111 trannlate this and., then I'll bo back. 11 

Q Did he come back very soon'!
0

t" ~.!'. •, ~A • Thon didn 1 t come back that name day, In the evening I 

1

:.;/{~'v.i/it :-;: wd/::;~:J2:'.t$%)tf)~t-~ri~t:t:~~i'-~.:h·i... ::, "::" ,.. .'..... . 
A · Iri th~c.i'tei-noon 01' 'l'Ucsdny, Uo.rch 19, I was 8.eain. -~al~.e~. ·. ~· 

® to the office or Lt, Co~. Ellis, · 

e Q ' \'ftu~t took) lace at that intei•rogation? 

• ;·:·~, : • A -~:P:~~1#~hwtiacl~er called Sprenger, Captain Shwno.ck_~·f _•~" · _ ::_.:J 
=-,::;,,•;. :.;.,, said 30:nethine; o.b·oUt"ttlyQu \'/rot~ down :'.Jome villa.gos and to\ma \\'. 1!:":",' ..~·J 

.. ;.·~·~'/:',_, ,;_;,,,; ~ ~-~j~:4. . /.=-· ?;:,:·:·;;~ ·;.~. ' .' . ·.~/\:;-;< .;::::.~~}iii
·• ---;.;.~~~'~)~~fs; y1uch you npve; t;:-:~\t r}.t ~.~~ue~~-~~~:AP,~~e~g_f .~.!;~,;p.,,~ ory -:td ~' ..,. 

.. bo~t ~; <thnn youro. He'll \:•{flfl.~ f.'~t -rt'~\-~: ~:~~-~'.;;nt through 
0 . . 
o.nd who.t happened there in the whole march routc. 11 Sprcrl$er , . . . 
eX!)lo.ined th'e route of 1110.rbh to me and told me what wa~s puppo:Jed 

. to ~a.ve happened in the va.rioua towno . Captain ShU:OOckor 

called a typist ~d dictated the oto.t ~ent \Vh~ch I made to her, 
. . 

· nnd ;I wao ta.}s:en back to my .cell 'a.go.µt, 
0 • . 

•Q · Were you~ahO\m the atatcn~nto 0£ anyone e~so during 

that intei-rogation? · 

A • On Uarch 16 :Llr. Thon 3 ho;cd i~e ~he toatidlony of SprenBer ~, ...~ 
Jakcl; ,l'iovo arld Hofrn~ a'nd. d.i:fere~t oaj(etchea of i he area. ,

0 

Q Did these statomerito cOntain OJ.n effect what you :mid 
• 0 0 O , • 0 : 

• in the state:tt'ent t'hat bas been Offered in- ovider\ce'! ·.:
0 • o" , o., o • 

0 
A Yes, I cq,uldn 1t re:neml>'er ~any, dotoJ.ls ~t o.11, 

"0 0 0 

Q " Woi1ld .you ha.'¥' made auch a .ritatanent had !!'bu qpt seen 0 tti6se 
g O O ' 

statements? 
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Q 
' . 

About how lon[; wero you queotioned on the 16th of 

March? 

A "The time \'1hich I was interrogated W:!.s about two 01• 

two and a ha.li' hours • 

• 
. ~ i' .• 

',;'iti\,,I,,,::; ;¼{.iH(,;,f?'i.";>.i;!!f~;\",,iitM'.~ '.... 
·o 

•• 
... • ·---·---- ,t;)0 

,. 
n 

• 0 00 



• • 

' ' Q Ytho diotG.tod the sta b:urant? 

Cllpt. Shuunoker diotaWd 'tx> a ai»nogrophor. 

Q · During this maetinr; woro a~y promis~a made oonoerning 
1 

adinittini; tho shootings? 

· A I hnva lllrendy said \hat on t ho 16th Mr. ThOn told mo 1.;ltat 

if I a dmitted it nothing mmh could hnppon t o roo, .I would bo back :1n 

France .,,1thin throe months. 

Q As a result of tho.t promi oo, did you m ko tl,,e atatoment 

A Yoo • 

Q Y,ho. vas,. Yo1;1r oompnny oom.,um dor on tho 17th o: Dooernber, 

1944T 

A OOOretUl"m1'U9hrer Franr. Sievers. 

:~;-::;.;:¾~J-~tii,':-t~ttt~.:·.~!";~_i.•~! 
A Sgt. t!ttx BO '¾~f: • 

Q \\ho vaa Lt. Soitr.1 

A 2nd Lt. Soitr. wae a plntocn loader of thJ f'irat plo.t_oon in 

tho 3rd Panr.er Pioneer oonpany•. 
·• Q Did ho 11'.Qm a t:1.lk to til!l oolTpany relative to _taking or 

not taking priooners of ·u1r.t _ 

A 2na U i". so.fir. tll~do a opeooh on tho 13th or {4 th or Dooom-• . . 
ber in t ho foroo't: no·ar So.tev.oy. He•at 1hat tirro road •an ordor rrom 

- 0 . .. 
,he fwhror. ; In tho.t, fwhror C?rder it oa{d 1 a111'.ln& othor things , thrt 

· ~-~~ades ?1~0. T.anted , to desert to tlw eno'? -,.,ore to be 1hq,t. llo 

·, .d~~>Sar ~~tliini; al,~ut · the or!'ensive Of, -~out prioonora or l'.•r I 

bo_oauoo nothing -.i:-s kn.oyn 10.bout ..~e orran.oiw at 1he ttnn. 0 

Q '\ihy d~d you put :in your a,tate :nant that you board Soitt 

. . 
• say t ~ t no p'i- ia·oner s or war ....onld t. i:akon'l . 

>. 0 1 oouldn 't r d':n.011 \:er at the time whSll I waa intl!rrogatod in 

• Soh1\Gibisoh Hau, 11nd Sprfiagor told me tho.t Lt• S8iti had said ti.t 
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Q Do you rerrembor Lt. Sievoro saying e.n:,thing a bout not 

taking prisoners of \\'EU'? . 

A Sievers didn't mako any spoeo!1,• 0 

Q Was thare a n-eet~g of. group leaders with Lt. Sievora' 

compnny oonur.nnder? ., 
A December 16 in tho morning before -the a tto.ok, 1st. Lt• 

Siovers oalled tho plaixlon leaders to him. .,o .. •-~~\?~'{~;{:-"._•a 
Q '\\ha t position did Altkreuger hold int Y'?ur plotoon7 • 

,. Cl .:,_,, ..... '-._~~,'.' ·:= _.::.\. .•• 
A Altkrueger 'l'.'8s my group le.:,der". r .:He / .1'8,: ~ ;oh~ i .e~?.f my 

group. .... ···.· 
'\',tis Altkrouger pre ~an t ' at th!\t platoon meo tin G~ . 

. : ·. '.
A Hot at thot .rreoting. P_latoon leaders le.tor c~llod thoir 

0 

group loaders 1n. 

Q Now did Altkre~gor IDJlk8 "my 111entiC?TI ~i-egar d..1:1G' t he-- taking 

or priso:ero o:.::r? , ,"k-i{}jf;::~t•.:;• · • 
\\ho was proaent at that meotingl,, 

A Al tkreuger v,-.s oalled to the plato~ lead! r ~Sgt. 1'ax 

Bo u-tn.er. , '\\hen he re turned ho aasemblod tho third •group and he said, 

11the off6nsive will eta.rt this morning. A Germon battalion with AII'Qri•. . . 
oan ,wJepons o.nd Amai- ioan uniforms has alrea4y: broken through the front 

lines • .As •of today w, will• ha.ve air sup:r1ority ~g~ in, u;·well as 
• .. ' 0 ~ 

artillery ~upport. N~o ·prilil;'11'!rs vrill be taken; t irey will be shOt." 

Q. Vihat do ~yo u thinJc 
0 

"ould have happened to 
0 

yo4. if you ,,had 

_not oarr'"iad ,?'¾t an o r~er ~ sh~O t Pr isoT?,ers of l'.V? 

PRUSE.COTION (Capt. Shumaokor)J If tho .. oourt pleas~ , I objo: t 

to that as o•lling ,for an° op·1n1on ~tid : on.olusion. of_ 'lh0 ld tn~ss. 

,.PRES rmtfT1 Ti-:iala te that •...., .. . 
INTERPREreR:1 I haven 11t got ~ quut1°on Y'9 t • . . 
Q l\hat do you think would havo happened to you 1£ you had 

not oarried out an order to shoot prisoners of .,..rt 



•• 
•• 

.. 

nnERPRBTER: Will you ro'ad tho objection, ploaao'r 

(\~hor eupoh tho".objeotion !''8.B road by the repor'b3r). 

PROSECUTION •(Capt. Sh~oker); I withdraw tM objection, 

ir •the Court pleaso. 

A , Vi:, WJJ'e told. n·g"in and again that refusing an order, that 

if nn order waa, ref'uaod out at tho f'l'ont thnt v,ould be rof'uaing an 

0 order before, tJ;io ,on~ my nnd that
0 

thn~ _wodld_ ~ pmished by death. 
C • •1 •. e•' •, • • ,•,, ''•,• •" ~t 

c Q :, At •this tire _I • am •going to read a p11.rt of the, r~oord ," 
C, • ~-~.t-, ... 1 .:, .::·· ·:.:·,:·:"-.'. .. . . ......_. . ·~· ...: . .·•. 0 

0
• :-:':from page 716. and -, 71?, and aak..you . what 'tre.nspired 'atthis meet:lng 1n ..,r.. 

··~-~~- ~. ~i 1. Ellis.1 o.fricei • • · · : • ..:' .' • :' 
0 

• 11Q. Captain ShutNlokor, do you_ ~~ ~m~r the deta' ils 0 f the tak- ~ •:"'·.·. 
"'··' -:.._.. • ·· 1ng ' or tho ,sia.tc:nont ,or ·MarOel B~ltz? 
;-:.·;_;.:_:... ;~ "A, Yoe ; J ' do, : · .. __:·-·. :.~.• 

0 

11 Q. Will yotl:'daebriba them? · · . 
";-0•• ~ ,' .'.:. -UA., Mr,. T~OT} ' i lld~·~ ~1n·i#fr.oga.k!1 .him ~for.· , .boft t ton .in1n~to8 ·~ _.; .: " 

.•• ·. one · of ttie interrogation cells. ·He told us substnntidly: the1 

0 

e .-x:; -~.:-..t.:·:f:aafe story that is oontnined in t1to'!s ;ta~~~iJ-~'jus.t :r ~. d: jnen'. 
"•,!. o '° 0 

o ,,.ho V,,aS brought into Our Office there, "and.,,t!1or~ ~e! r~po.,a~d :r;· ;•.: C 
00 

0 
Q a 

0 

0° o -
0 \~! ~~:~~~:~:=~~:~ir:i~~ti~a.ra'.d1 -':,i:~p~!~n::n~ra ~o~f~~::~~ 

Alsatio.n, and booauso ~ had gotten. him fro¥ 1iio Fronoh.(IAf-" 
ter :';at ho ~was sent back to his room, !n'd a few days later-­

@) I don t roinember how rr.any--1 bOt , him back in tho offico and
0 0 dictatod tbs statement." O • 

11Da you recall if thJre . v:as anyone · ol'se present in my offioe 
other than tho people you just namd? 11 

11A. yo~ v:ero preaent,, .eir, i~r• Thon, ·Boltz, li'ajor Sohirman, 
tno or three interprettlrs 'who y,ere v.1:1rkine; at a, long table, 

· and I. · · 
nQ. no · yo·u iooan interpI'eiifra or trahslators? • 

0'.'A. I maan ,;b.•ana l,a tore. • 
'.! Q. Is there any d,iff'eronoe bet\'IOan -the s1:atement aa •given c 

"by BolU and Yihat he told at thia~ in'torrogatioil in my of-
fice? : ,;1 • •u 

0 
.,, nA. · Ono rather D"Atorial difference. 

~Q. 1'jhat .,,.8 that?., • , • ,, 
~A, -He .fir~t told ?.T : Thpn and nn, emd aho repeated in 

· your presence ari'd' in* tho presence or Jlajor Sohiran, that 
he ,shot thin i:ran ,on the righ.t ha1ld end of tho group, near 

, Bt1ellmgen. When vJ0° v10nt to diotato · th:J statement, he · 
changed it and insietod t}u~t he roally didn.'t shoot him, 
he sho "t .,to ,tho left of him and tried to miss him, and that 

. is 0 the v.•y i i? \':t.l'I put m the stabmont"." •·' Q .. •(' ~Q 0 

., (\\hereupon the above v.•s road in tho G_,r rnan language by~the 
(> .. • "' C, 

,,1 { ., t,. , • 

inWrpred~ r fo; the benefit of ,tho Ger~ Counsel and 1he aoousod) • 

Q Did you mako a state:rent tho.t you , sho~ prisoner~ of ?Air 



• •· 

at Beullingen. in Lt '. Col; Ellis' office? 

A • No. -

Q 1\ha t did you aayl' 

A The day I ,·.1t,s in~erroga'OOd about Beullingan, A'ajor Sohir-

man v,-aan 1 t in Soh\,•ibisoh Hall any noro. I mer;ly admitted fir-

ing but I d :i.dn 1 t fire ~t tho prisoners of •r• I never told either 

Capt. ShUIM.okor or Mr. Harry Tho'n thnt I had shot the prisoner 

etanding at the loft end of the group. 

Q 00 About vihat . tin-a did_.1 you arrive in Buellingen? • 

..~.. A:··. n.io·~·;,;:r;;f.; :·;~-;¥;nt~,;:·thir~' ~~~-~I ~~:;·,·"."-/·•;,,•:",\,~ .• 
• • ., Q At 'fh~t: ti~·· who •,,ero the n-embors of your SPW crow? ·. · .: 

-~.·-= . .· ·::·.-/ , . .-}:;/li~~~;:'.\~t::Holnz Roeo, ho ,ae a oo~any ~dio,'.L> 

,. ·•• .• · .SturIMnn" Pro. Gust11V6 "Si,r;1ngor, .. the driwr, Cpl. Sohneidor, Cpl. ·• ·., 
~(I' "'D ~• .,J;' #: .: •,... .,.,.:: •.. • • :.: O • ..~.• :, \:',':it.'{\•:•~.:,_,._~, \.,; • •, ',' • : ..•p <> oO QQo ..• •:•,", P 

0"• Gerhardts, PFo. Dukisaez ltt, and ·r· •. ~:; -~-:i·,,i ~·:·/:(•. ·. 
Q Yiho v.-n~t he assistl!lllt driver? 

A Pfo. Gunther 1'8Ils. 

' 
Q How lo!l,g v.o:.e you fu Bu,llingen? 

A Wo stopped at Buellingen twice. Onoe -going into Buel-

lingen and the other tirro going out of Buollingen. In. all about an 

hour and a. half. 

Q How long ~a . th~ first stop? 

A Twonty niinute&, !.. Ol" a half hour. 

Q • \\ha,t happened the fl.rat ~im•. you stopped? 

A lYJ stopped at 11 houso that Qtras s~ding on tho ~left side 

of th8 road .'tive JOOtara ar{iY fro~ tho• r~ad. 

Q Did you se"o M°y prisoners or ..,,•r the first titre you stoppod'l 
" .. o . • . to-

A Yea; I ~t out with P!°• Sigm1!1d. Kohl~r nnd ~ ; gather 
0 

-,;ent into the ~ouae in 10.rder to get oonuthing to ,dr;ink. \'1hon WB g'.t 

into a hall there •v.•s a atdroue going _up,.. nt tm · right. On top of 

...;he• step oa?M a man witq his wife ,.e.a at~ding. I first o.elced h1m 

in Geran whother \\9 oo~d got ~omath:ing to drink. He didn 1 t &nav.er 

0 



• •• 
oried. ·s0 ~ - told Irohler,nL8 t 1 s g;o on." And when v,o loft tho n·an 

!'ollov.ed uo out and told us thnt A!Torioans ,·.ero hidden in th9 eel-
• • t> •• II) . .. 

lar. Wo y,--rin:t•:)d to get into "1hat cellar . but at l;he t1a100 ir.onent ari: 

AmJr ioan came out airo~dy and thoy had their hMds aboTe thoir ho~d3• 

'l'h:Jy loft the ir w:inpono in the oeJ.lar. Only one mon was Prosont and he 

stili had his pis-b?~ on. ''l'hero ,·,uo seven 'or eight An1:1riou.n soldiors. 

And thoy (got out of tho co liar Sgt. Altl!rougor joined tho group. l',O 

"'o ,.., o r... · 0 

0 

lined"' ~~?m ·..':'?. ··:,Al;t:~ :p ~~r:,:: .i:~d (us ,U, :~ear,9~~~~m for we~ons and 
000 ..~ __ :·~,:t.~o'ut .;1_.;;;:,;;~ ,di,~ a'~olid handle. • i-:o•;.;;~;}\<r~~.'~or,;;jf::!)· 

.• ,_.'/ w:iapono nnd tool: ' their knives with aolid handles 11,,·.~y from thom• 

.,:. Now the othor_.'. e}o~~~:~-t~/ ;irst gro_up nnd tha sooond group, had also 
. ... . . .·• .. ·. 

taken prisone~S fu. Buelling~n·:: Thoy ' l',1lr0 . all oollooted in one point. 
. .-.... ... . ~· . ~....• . ':-~ . ' . 

··.~ Si;t. Dittmann oamo ..to tho ,group · and he "aaked ,·hether an officer :~~:··/:·.'~•:: ~ ,;•. . "·b.. r •. ,' .... ,:~. .·, ~·· • 1 :ii;'<1 
~~ ng t h'ar1~;; br 

1
no ~ :~~~:~ported. S.9 he oat.--od nothJni; else'[ ai;!'d lth: n 0 • • 

ono soldier reported who hrid a 1horit:ontal white bar on _the back of 

his ho!_mt. Sgt . Dittmann to.llrod to him and ~ol,Y, him to mziroh -tn 

the rear :1n ° fu@ direOtion ~r Honsfeld with the prisoners. Shortly 

thorea!'ter we drove on and we stopped ·at the place where Buollingen_ 

ends. At · =th~t sp~t v/J refueled and v.sro eurprieed by artillerY. 

When ' the artillor:y : fire elol',-Od do"'1'.1 a~rrn 'J,O got . in to our: vehio lo e 

and loft tha t ~v~ of Buollingen as rapidly e.a possible·; In Buel-

.lingon.·tha aeeistont" , driv~r, Pfc. Gunther ?.'ans, was wuc.dod. 

Q Did you ehoot ~y priaonora of v.ar in Buellingen'l' 

J-.• No. 

e-~.~ Did you shoot any prf-~onora of l'Ar an}"?more c.n'i, c- Buollin1f ent 

A No." 

i:EEB?TSE cornsEL (Col. Sutton): 1'hot la all. 

IEFENSE COt.NSE'L1 This is n good place -tx, root, i!' you 

wish. 

PRESIDEllT1 Court will adjourn until 0830 "b:lnorrow 
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•· 
. CAMP DACIWJ, GEBIW!Y 

29 June 1946 

MOIWI!(G SESSION 

(Whereupon Court reconvened at 0830 hours.) 

PRESIDE!l'ra Te.lee seats. !l'he court will come to order. 

PR0SECUTI0R1 If' the Court please, let the r6oord show 

that all members of' the Court, all members o'! the Prosecution, ,t.. 

0 ,· ' ... " ' " . . p" ,', , " () (> ' 

• "•.~th the exception ot Lt Col O;oavtord, who is absent on buliness 

• of' the Proeecution, and Captain Byrne, vho baa been e:r:CU.Hd.:iby­

·verbal orders ot the Commanding General, all 'mE!mber a of the Defense, 

With t~e exception of Dr. Rau, who is abae~i oD. buainen of the 

D; f'ene~, all the defendants , with ' the exaeption or Rieder, '6;1 61, 
• '< ~ '-' ' " <o <· tl ~ O ' ' " '· ~- .,_ t < u l>U 

0 

and Xies No , 3o', who are represented by Lt Col Sutton who 1a, 

present, and the Reporter are prese.nt. 

DEB'ENSE 00UNS:EL1 The Deten1e recalls the accused Marcel 

,Joltz. 

HAliOEI/ :BOLIJ!Z, one of the accused, reeumed the stand and testified 

further through an Interpreter as follows, 

DIBEOT llXAMIIIATIOII (Oont1nuod) 

Q)Jl)STIOIIS llY DEl'EIISlll (Lt Col Sutton) I 

" Boltz, you ha:9:a previ~usl7 testified about tbe alleged 

1noidenh at :Bu~llingen, have you no~! 

A Tea. 

~ Waa ;your (!ODW,~ oo~d~r the ea.me at Bu.ell1ngen as it 

waa in t~ foreat :ui, in Bll}iike~e~T 

.i Yeo. 

Q lour platoon commander, was he the sameT 

A lee, 

~ And ;your group leader .UtlcruegerT 

A Tse, air. 

http:prese.nt
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• 
Wae there any cban8e" in the or~vl 

J. Bo, no change onl7 the auiatant dr~ver by the name of 

Oun.th.er Kuntz vae wounded in Buellin&en. 

Q. Wo.a he still in the vehicle at the time you left Buellingent 

J. Yee, 200 meters b~hind Buellingen ve vanished him and oent 

him back. 

Q. Which platoon were you in at that ,time? 

A In the seog nd platoo'n. 

Q. Do you know vh 
0 
ether or not the first platoon was anywhere .

• 0 

• 
near Buellingen immediately before the second platoon lettt 

A.. Ye~ \ " 

·~ •.; ~Q ' Wh..ere vae the tint platoont 

A The firet platoon left lluellingan iione hnlf ,hour before .. 

the second platoon. 
• 0 

Q. Approximately at what time did the aecond platoon leave 

:BuellingenT 

A Between twelve and . tvelva-thirty• 

• • Q. Was there a.ey- artillery f_ire 'on Buellingen and on the road 

between llu.ellingen and the oro~a road.a · north of hgeladort( _. 

A - , Borth of BuelliDgen and a little w~e bebiDi!: !ueulUngen 

we receiTed artil3:-eey fire. · • 

Q. 'What waa the condition ,or the road betireen ·BueJ.l~~en and 

the oro ae roads? 

l. . The7 war~ bad roada. 

Q. J.pprorl11ately' what Ume ·,did ;our vehicle ~ri'fe at the. 
0 

. . 
~.roae road.at 

A Between three and tour o1clook in the .afternoon. 

Q. Did Al tkru.eger ghe 7ou an order•to 1hoot prhoner1 ot wo.r 

at the oroaa roo.dot 

A !lo. 

Q. 

http:Oun.th.er


A No. 

Q. Did you shoot at SDY of the bodies of the prhonera at 

tho ~rou rOadal 

A No. 

Q. Can you tell the court what your peal tlon ·was in the 

vehicle at the time you were at the cross roads? 

0 A At the time we reached the orose roads I w; ~aitt1ng at 

the0 l eft .sid; ' of i~~·SP~: ·~-~i ,.,\ .",!~:•• * ~ •0• ·:·~ • 

.·, • .• f.'' ..... ,:,,:··.· :, 

•• 
Q. In what direction va_e: ~.our -~~~~~~ - t~nve~i~,' _using as a 

point on Prosecution I s exhibl t 3, whi~h 18 ·t'bo map, be twee; ,the • 
• , •• : ••:.-·· ...... <o 

. points of the ci-ose roads and Engelsdorfl · 

A In a sollthern direction~·,. 

:. !~~; ~~ you pa18ed thecro~~~.~:~:f/~:~1)- !iff~~;~;i~t~r 
G 

A After the cross roade we atoPPed • :Before we) stopped I 
. 0"' 0 . 
saw Rottenf'uehrer l3llloechetzky,vho had a small Ame~ican carbine, 

• 
ahooting at the prisoners • 

Q, Did you obeerve any priaoner8,paasing near the cross roads? 

• A They had already been shot at : the timi ~a arrived ~here: 

. they_were already l;rtng on the ground. 

On '!hich side of the' road were the prisoner s lyipg dow Cll t 

A On t~e right · uide of the road. · 

Q Did ;your vehi~le !ttep' near the oroes roadst • 

A Yea. , 

~ ' Did it stop more tru:i1 one~timet , 
0 • • • • .. 

· A \fe stopped once before ve reached the croea roads.. . " 
J.bo~t bow far before the cross roads . did ycur vehicle 

atop. the., tirat timet · 

A ,I can1t sq e:ractly, ~;ut I aesumecit waa 300 or 350 metel s. 

~ 



• • 

• 
· A 'ren or fifteen minutea. 

q,· Row long did ;your vehicle stop at or near the cross roads 

the second time? 

A The second time we did not stop very long, at the moat 

·thr,5te Or four minutes, bece.uea we had already stopped when the 

ool\mlD started moving. 
( ~;.~.t~\1'.·f,·r:·1! .:i.~:~,... ~- • ('o O o 

a ,0 : Q. ~~·;J.What· .tn,e'• of.'Vehicleowere you in .at the e time? u 

.. ;-?\,-:?/ ' . : . .::tf;~f -~ ·tt·-~: .::,:· ;'/":';'}:~_'.'.:''·". ,if:;,': '.;}-:..:)J,·•. 

Q. Coul'd ;you ee8 t ~e pri !o? : r ~·- ot' ' v~ .}.n the f'ield? 
.·· .... :. . 

A Yea• . 

• Q, Bow ~ .Sf~s; if -~ / W8re · a t t h8 -cro ~&- roads at the .. /\.·;~ 

.:,,t{\ttl:~~~~r'i:~1ii;~it;j~¾r?:'1'''i
1 

.·. 
· driftn by)Rottenf'uehrer Oettinger : " · 0 ° • 

Q, Were th.ere enr ~1P!_B of vehicl'es there of aey kind, except 

the two vehicles. which ;you ,bave just mentioned? 

-·-··-·- .. ···-- ·· :1. I do not:· reDie'mb.er. havi~ seen &nf other vebic~ ee ··" 

Q, War~ there arcy ~erioaJi vehicles ;p~ ked aeyv~ere ?iear the 
0 0 

pasture vher'e tbs J.meriO~e wero lying? • 

.A It iB pg asibl.e, b~~ I ~~ not relll~b; r .~ving ee~:&nf• 

Q, ir_ell .the 01:>urt. W~t to~k plao; at ' 'i~e-·c_;ooe roB.da from· 

. . . ----·-· .. """' 
••thG time you arrived there. until ;you let't. 

.. ·-i·. oo Shorti:;-\ ;; ; ~re .we reached the ·~roaa : oada abOut 300 or 3r:c, 
, - • '• • a • , • • • ea 

,. m1ter1. .Ut~~er told Stu;-~ Sprenge,r to stop becauae he bad 

}l.eard machine gun fife. He~thought ,bat a bat\ lg 1o~d tFe place 
. . . ~ 

• at _the: c: oea roads. lfe at,opped"a?out ten or 1'1~teen minutes, th! n 

we drove on to tha, oroas ro!J,de , turned left ind stopped vhen we 
0 • 

re~hed the dead lmerican1 .'' :Before we stopped I saw Rottenfuehrer , . 
l11lloechet1k;.r 1 vb~ ..,;, shooting on the prieonere with a ahort ~erican. . 

http:l11lloechet1k;.r1
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• • 
the croea roads vhen the column started again. That is, the vehicle 

in front of me started and we drove on and only stopped again shortly 

before we reached Engelsdorf. 

Q; You mentioned l31llcschetzkf, whera vne hie vehicle in 

relation to yours? 

A It was twenty-f1ve or · thirty meters behind me . 

Q. You also mentioned still another vehicle. Where was it 

in relation to your vehicle? 

•• 
A The vehicle which was driven by Sturman.n Hofman was also 

30 meters in front of me. 

0
Q, Was any one standing in the field or pastare at the cross 

0 

roads when your vehicle was there? 

A No, no one waa standing in the field. 

Q, Was there m:iy firi~ at the c~oBB roads before 70u arriy-

ed there? 

A Yea. 

Q. Where was the firi~. coming from? 

• A From a ..aouthweat direction• 

Q, .Was that f ,irii;_ig veey he&.vy or light? 

• .A. I aaaum; d at that 'time that it came from tvo machine guns.• . . 
Q. . About how long .did <i t la8tT 

i,. .About ten or fifteen !'inufos. 

· q Did you or. any ~embers or t ~8 crew· of your SPW fir~ on 

.Ameri'can pri SOdera dead er alive at' or near thp rcro: e road.a north, of 

~eladorrt • • ' ~ .:i • • • 
0 

' 

-> lfl;h the e·xceptioii of Bllloaobetz}cy nobody shot • 
• 0 0 • ., ;, g,o ,; o 

WhQ,t t~e ot' vea:ponod.id..-Billoaqhetmky' Uget 
, . 

A J: t was a1 ahort American rifle juat l f ke the sentries are ..... carrying ~ re ilo;, • 

LT COL SUTTON& I a·ak'fl, the oOurt to indulge us juat aJl10m.m t 
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/i292 PRESIDEIITI All right, 

29-T-6 IJr. COL SUTTON& I band the vitneSB Prosacution1e exhibit 

P-61 and I will ask him ·acme questions concerning it. 

qJr.:STIOllS IIY DEFENSE (Lt Col Sutton) I 

Q. Proaecution1 a exbbit P-61 includes the following. I am 

going to quote in part and ask you whether or not the atatemonte 

contained therein are true& ( ;reading) 

"During · the Ei1'el othnaive in December 1944 I vaa a 
Sturmmm in the 3rd Orollp of the 2nd Platoon Of the 
3rd Po.nzer Pioneer Oompe.ny, lat Pioneer l3attal.ion , 
LAR. My group leader vaa Unteraobarfuobrer Max 
l3eutner. My CompBn7 Commander waa Obereturmfuehrer 
Jranz Sievers. During the EU'el Offendve I rode in 
a :SPW ' commanded b7 Untoracba.rtuehrer Altkrueger. The 
driver · or m_v- SPY was Sturmann Gustav Sprenger; the 
aesiatant driver waa Sturmann Guenther Mano: Unter- 0

0 
acharfuehrer Boae vaa the comp8.Jl1' medic, who also rode 
in our Sflf; Rottenfuehrer Oerbarz was a rifieman; l 

. was machine gunner; and Sturmann Fran, Vuk1eaevitr; o 
vas ID1' loader." 

la that trueT 

0A Yee. 

Q. Reading furth~r from e.xhibi t P-61 (reading) i 

(J "I remember that a few d.e.1'• prior to the off'enaive, 
probabl7 around the 13th or 14th of December 1944, 

.(l3onn °~-~~~.va;e:~;:~::!i!:·:::av:::,n~~.:~~v:~t· 
the oompaey vaa aa'aembled and 11nte'returmfuehrer Seitl, 
plntqon leader of the lat Platoon, mo.de a epeech to 
\11 about· tha coming off'ena1ve. Ria speeoh vaa sub-
stantiall7 aa foll0va1 ° 

0 

'Thie 1a an order that baa come down from the hehrer. 
It 1a the dut7 and the obligation of every man, ahould 
he eee a comrade go over .to tbe enccy>, to ahoot him. 
I n tho coming offenohe no pri! onera ot var vill be 
taken but Will be shat immediatel7. 1 • 

•• en~o ., 

le that atat ement truel 

A lfo. 

4 l(aa there ~ng ,aid b7 Lt, Seitzl 

A no. At thia ,,time there vaa nothing known atiout the often-

ei~e and he did not tall!: about priaonera of war. 

Q ~eading :further from exhibit ~-61: 

•ontereturm!uehrer Sdh alao sp0ke about the aupport 
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0 

we would have in the offensive." 

'ts that tru.e? 

A . No. 

~ Reading furtberl -
n1 no longer rememberethe details of what ,he told us." •. 

le that_true? 

A Yes. that is tru8. 
0 

q, Reading further I 

• 11:But I ,do remomber his o'rder abou/ ~ri'~l;,;,e;s of var 
'Which l ohave set forth above." · · · 

~- f> .:~ : •• ,, [ :·Q ,M..... : : 
Is that true? ;" · · ..

•,. '• ···~·c: , :.. •• • 0 
0 0• A B~,· tha~\; o t~:~~'t ·

~ 

Reading further from exhibit P-611. 
"From Satzvq we moved to another assembly area in

. 
~:ttoods 

near :Blankenheim (Bonn 23-06) • 11 •

" 

• 

Is that true? 

A Yes·, tba~ ; • correct • 

.Reo.di~ furtherl 

"I remember that the offensive began on the morning 
of 16 DeCember 1944 and that immediately before we -. 
started forward in the advance the group leaders were 
calltid to a meeting with their respective platoon 
leaders. llefore the grou;, lead.era were called the 
platoon leaders had met with the Company Commander 1 

Oberaturm.tu.ehrer Siever,." 

I a that correot t 

J. Yee, that ia oorreot. 

Q. Reading furth9r, 

~Our group leader I Unter1cbarfuehrer Al.tlcrueger, . went 
to this me~ting and came back to ue and repeated to 
the man ~n hi• group subat5J1.tially the aama order we 
had received from Untereturmfuehrer Beitr.: in Sahvazr. 
I remember diatinotlY' that ha repeated the order that 
prieonere of war vete not to be taj:en." 

Ia that true? 

A That i a only partl:, .true. 

What part of that 1a \ ~ and· what part,. h not !ru•l 
• .l 1 \ . 
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• . ·-. 

A Unteraoharfuehrer .Al.tkrueger could not- have repeated · the 

order of Se1tz at Satzve7 because there was nothing known in Satzvo;r 

about the coming offensive and there was nothing said about priaoners 

of var. 

C. \iho 1a Altkruegerl 

A .Altk:rueger ia the group lead.er of the 3rd Group of the 2nd 

Platoon. 

Q, Did Al.tkrueger tell 7ou that priaoners of war would not•.be token? 

A Yes • . 

Q. Reading further& 

~jfe passed through the town of Honsfeld around 8 o I clock 
in the morning 17 Deoe1Dber 1944. I remember that as we 
left the tow of Hongfeld ve made '!I- right turn ill order 
to proceed in the direction of lhlellingen. n 

Is that true! 

A Yea. 

Q. Rf'lad.ing further, 

"Just before making tbia right turn, I remember hearing 
some B;hooting that oalll.e from our right not far away. 11 

Ia that true? 

A llo, that 1.~ not true. 

ti, Reading further& · 

"Ii was my impreeeion that 1t was mao~ne gun fire. n 

1e that true1 

A Ho. 

Q, (Reading) 11JJ.10 before we made tbia turn to the right 
1 remember l\fl. .American Studebaker "tru.elt that vaa parked 
on tke rightband side of the road. 11 

la <that true? 

A Tea, that ii oorreot. 

Q lie~ng fu:rther1 

11.A.fter making 'the turn to the right I remember a houao 
that wa on the righthand Gide of th~ road near the 



• •• 

intereeotion. n 

Ia that true? 

A Tee. 

Q. Reading further l <> o . Oo 

Oo "I also remember aeeins: the dead bodies ot about tl6 or 
16 American soldiers which lay on the ground on the left 
aide of the road, perhaps 200 cetera trOm the inter-
section." .~ · 

Is that true? ::>,~-:: -,_:\-:::.:~:~::i.·~~.".···:·.·~.-,.':",·.;.·,_.,~
0 

., ~.....;.,.;:.~;t/' ~ 00 
A No, that.. ia .,not 'coi-reot.1 <v-o 

0 ..... _.,._ \·/:.~;.:·::r~:<r ·:I· 
• Q.· ;,. .' Re'ad.ing' further a0 

11 ,:}:;.,.i:•.,:,._:)f:'·;\'·,r:r ,·,_ 
, •• :.. :-.;'/~• ~rhia ,•group of American aoldlara liad. no weapons about 

0 •0 ~~~·-:_~; :.;:;·\·;thel'f .t~t _I could Hie and they_obvioual:, bad not been 
• · ,\ \ -::·ild.ll'ed.:~n~_Combo.t, aa they l~ toO close together. 11 

.. ~·t'.~':2:;;)lf\,:~i~;i:,-. · 
"I do not remember aaeing blood on the bodiee of thaaa 
soldiers ae we passed bY., 1but they certainly appeared 
to have been ahot from the poaitiona of the bodies. n 

0
la that oorrectl 

0 
.I. !lo. 

0 (ReadiD&) 11 1 do not recall seeing ~ other Oermnn 
Tehicle on t).e road: near War'! theH J.merio&n aol~ier!l 
had been killed." · • 

Ia that oorrectl 

J. That I did not ·aee any other, Tehiolea there- that ii true. 

•. 
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Q (Reading) "I do not i-ecall seeing · any· other 
German vohicle on the road noar where these American 
soldiers had boen killed." • 

Is that correct? 
0 

A That I ~id not seo any other vehicles there --

tha t (is true. 

Q Did you see any dead Ameri~M soldiers? 

A No; 

.,.~~ -~~\~)~;~/?~-·,j°':.,;;:-::·:··~-~~::·ir(1tea_~ll!g) 11 I would not saYJ hanever, that no 
•;,:, '• ···- other vehicle·wae there, ae m:, attention was directed 

:_:;_-~ _.,· · entirely· to these: American soldiers as they lay 1n the 

:=-./.i,;:_\_i•'.'.,::.,.'.. pas tu_~~.n ._ · ··' .\..-; ::,;:.. 
,_ Is that correct? ,.,-,·,:: __::::?;:~----
';";;:,::- ';\.,,;: ... <,. A._..:.:Jo,,~:-.. :):\J".;~}•l · e 

Q I am' going to read the question again and ask. 
it av~r. (Reading): 

11I would not say, however, that no other vehicle 
was yiere, as my attention was directed entirely to 
these A.mArican soldiora as they lay in tha paeture. 11 

n1'J. you see any other ;ehiolee there? 

!!_. No,• I.do not remember having seen other vehicle!! 

there. 

Q Ill.cl J'OU _see 8llJ' dead Americans there? 

A lfo., 

Q Reading 1'urther1 "A short distance da,m the 
road we halted because the column ahead ot:,us had 
HI.Opped." a, 

Is tha,t correot1 

A ,Yes, that is ,correct. 

. Q Riu~ding !'Urthert "I remmober that Rotten-
iuehror Max Harmerer !'rem Beutnerts SPtf (Beutnerls 
SP 1r was driven b)' Rotteni'uehrer ' Ernat Ooldsclmidt) 
1ral.ked, past our SP\f at this place where we stopped 
and Sprenger asked him it those prisons.rs (meaning 
the 15 or 16 we had seen lying on the side or the 
road) had been shot by hie SP'1'f, meaning th!3 crOll' of 
Hammerer1s SPW." 

http:prisons.rs
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A No, Rotten!'uehrer Hammerer did ·not paas..our 

Q Reading i'urther: "Hamm~rer replied, 1Yos, they 
were -bumped orr. 1 Shortly there.efter, the column moved 
forward again but we had not gOne very far wheh ll'e were 
stra.ted ·rrom t he air by the enemy and I remember that 
we took cover along the edge of some woods on the 
rightho.nd side of the road," 

Is that correct? 

A Yes, that's true. 

Q Reading i'urther from P-51: 11After the air raid 
attack had ceased, wo started forward again, con­
tinuing in the direction or Buellingen. About a 
kilometer or so before reaching Buellingen, there was 
a small air.field on the left aide of the road. Between 
this airfield and thotown of Buellingen, I reJ:1.ember that 
we stopped in front of a house thnt was-located on our 
left side of the road. This was a large ):louse located 
about five meters off the edge or the road. I remember 
that it had a large door wh.'lch was old and weathered." 

Is that correct? 

A Yes, that 1s correct. 

Q Reading furthers 11 The SPW or Rotteni'u.ohrer . 
Bil1oschetzky had stopped on the road at this point 
behind us. Sturmmann Sigmund Koehler from Billo­
sohetzkyle SPW and I walked over io this. hoose to 
get something to drink. We entered the house and 

. talked to a man and a woman who were sta11ding inside 
on the staircase. We asked them tor something to 
drink and they became very excited. The man was 
shaking and the woman was crying. We nnt out or the 
house and the man followed us and then told us that 
s0Jt'8 Americans were 1n the cellar. Just abolit ,this 
timB 7 or 8 American eoldiers came up i"rom the cellar 

• and surrendered., to us·. They left their weapons in the 
cellar and when they first appeared they had their hands 
raised above their ·heads in a sign or surrender." • 

!• that ¥"11•? 

A Yes, that is right. 

Q Reading i'urther, "Just be!'ore bei'ore the , . 
Americans had appeared, Unterscharfuehrer Altkrueger 
had occoa over, ·am when the Americans came from the 

· cellar and surrendered, Altkrueger gave us an order 
to search them. tt 

Is that true? 

http:rightho.nd
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A Yes, that•s tro.8. 

LAW mtBER! Colonel Sutton, ma~. . I ask th8 

purpose of this line of questioning? 

LT. COL. SUTTONs The reason is that this 

statement has been put in and I was going dorm through the 

statexoont in order to sh0'11 what .the true .t'aots a.re in 

contrast to what is in the statement. 

LAW MEMBER: The statement is in front or the 

Court, the statement is .in .front of the accused and the 

t.ranslator. Is there any reason why we cannot save time by 

having the acctised go through the statement and say what 1e 

true and what is not? We went through this testimony yesterday. 

LT. COL. SUTTON: If it) ploase the Court, I might 

suggest that the accuf ed read it, sent~nce by sentence and 

state whether or not it is correct. 

LAlr l!EMBER1 That ie all right. Anything · in 

order to save the time of ,the Court because the Court 1/3. 
familiar lfith al1 the circumstances. 

CAPTAIN s~q~lh · If the court ple~e! aa· I . 

'un~erstand, the ;~ess is going . to f ead through t he sta.'t\ment 

himself and when _he c~s to n s 8ntencn that is untrue or ~ ­

correct he 1s going i o point, that out to the court. Is that 

oorregt? 

LAW J.!EUBER: 'l'h.at would be better. In other 

, words; let him re&id through 1 t and when he comes to a " 
0 

portion that 1s inoorreot, le~ him aaY', "This portion' is 

incorrect."... 
\ 

THE WimESS1 (Reading), • Jo attempted to talk 
to ODO Of. the prisoners and iltkrueger holl8r8d at" 
me, asking me it I had i'orgotten the ordl!r that had 
been given." 



• 

(Continuing reading): 11 Then on Altkruegerle order, 
these 7 or 8 American prisoners were lined up in 
a single rank sane 2 or 3 ·meters rrom the house With 
their backa to the house. 11 

This sentence ; s not con-ect either• 

(Continuing reading): 11Al.tkruoger, Koehler and I 
_ stood facing them about twelve meters away-. 11 

Thie sentence is not correct either. 

(Continuing reading)i "Altkrueger was standing to 
my left and Koehl.er was standing to Altkrueger 1a 
left." 

This sen; ence ·1 s not correct eitlie!r. ·. _ 

• • (coiil.inuing :eadini ): • _niit~e1e~a'.sked me '1roni~a11y 
• • if I would like to. shoot" r ight·: aWB.f. 11 

'l'hia sentenc; is not correct·• . : ~:-:=--\·:;:,: ,. 
(Continu.11'1.g reading)s • 

110
I mado no anS:er anci Altkrueg~r 

started shoo~ at thEl prisoners himself 1'ith his 
machine pistol and I followed, firing at them with a 
pistol, I fired two shots but I purposely tried to 
avoid hitting the man who was standing in front or me, 
aiming to his left. He remained 11tanding after I had 
fired but fell when Altkrueg8r fired some more With his 
machine pistol.~1 

Thia paragraph is not correct. 

·cAP,?AIN SHllliACKER, Ir the ~rt please, 1J: it will 

_save .timEI; the Prose_cution will concede that this lTitneas: ha_a 

a1ready toBtil'ied that pa did not shoot at ·this g~oup or 

. prisoners, tha-t Altkrueg~r ~d ~not ·shoot at them, and that .,. 

t hey.went to the rear. I ~elieve h~"toatil'ied t~, that yesterday. • .,• 

LT.' COL. SUTTON i That is. ~ ~~able, sir. 

CAPTAIN, SHUUA.CKERt We agree that the lTitness.. . . . 
teatified to that, - <not that 1t . is true.

' . 
LT. COL. su~S · To turiher assist the Court, 

I woul!1 s~~~ ~-~' in view °! t~ fact that there 1s"nothing 

material, that_, the witness, start in ." ~ th the ·paragraph, "From 

Buellingen we travelled to Thir.imont.n 
? ;_ • 

http:aWB.f.11
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THE . WI'Ilm.5S: ( Eeadi.ng) 11Fi-om Buellingen we 
travoll8d to Thirimont and from Thirimont we 
travelled -northwoatwardly on· a small unimproved 
road until we came out on the road loading from 
Jlalmedy to wn:1:mes. As wo came out on this rOad 
our SPW stopped and I heard machine gun £ire 
coming from a crossroada soma 600 or 700 meters 
ahead or us. We halted here perhaps 10 to 15 
minutes and then proceeded on to the crossroads 
where we turn8d 'to our left to proceed in the 
direction of Engelsdori'. I remember that after 
making a left turn there was a house at the 
intersElction on our righthand side of t he road 
and south or the house there was a hedge rcu­
which formed the northern boundary of a pasture. 
in the pasture I could see what appeared to be over 
100 .American soldiers lying on. the ground, many0of 
whom were still turning &nd twisting." 

This paragraph is correct. 

(Reading further): 11 As we approa~ohed this pasture 
it was obvious to me that the soldiers who lay in the 
field wore American prisoners or war who had been 
ahot. I could tell they were Americans by- their 
un.1.torms.11 

Thia 'paragra~h is correct. 

~Continuing reading):: 11.Al.tkrueger gave me the order 
to shoot at those who were still turning and twisting 
and I then fired with the rear machine gun, "aiminc 
at those Americans who lay on the ground moving and 
turning. To do this I rested .the rear machine gun 
on the top of the right side, or the SPW. I firE;ld 2 
or 3 bursts from the machine gun, or a total. or 2$· 
or 30 rounds ;' I ' am unable to tell hO\T many of nry 
shot.s were effective .but I aimed at those·who were . 
still moving, turning or other'ld.se shmring some 

c signs ,or ure. 11 • • • 

· This par~ioaph 'is inoorr~ci·. 

LT• COL. SUT'l'Olf; May it ple~e the Court, ·I 

b8lieve that, c~vers ,both incidents, Buellingen . and l!almeci_r• • . . . . .~ 

No further questions : 

CROSS EXAl!IIIATION . 

Q°'7TI~S BY ~CUTIO!I (CAPTAIII SH\1UACKER), 

Q, Boitz,.. I be~isve Y.9U testified on direct 

examination that you were dra.fted into the SS on October 

10, 1943, is th'!,i correct? 

(Boltz-Crose) 

http:other'ld.se
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o ~ . In-Octobei:, 143. 
. 0 

Q And you ' were in the SS fi'om that time until 
0

the capitulation? 

A Yes. 

Q And during that time you never had any in-

structimls on the treatmen"t or hancil.inu of iris~ ers d'f 

0 • • 

A "About prisoners of war, ·yes, ihat they were not 

· to be shotf but not ~c~iy how ~o tre: t ,them." 

,~ , ~~ that .~ th~y t ~ld y~, - p:1sone7~ ·"'!'ere 

n?t to be .shOt? • 

· A • . Yes. 

Q· o. 

· A Duru1~ m;y bia.sic i;,aining in October and. 

November~ 143. 

• Q • " And a.f~r that . time'you had no further in-

sir;;cti,ons? 

A At 8!1Y' rate, I don1't remember. 

Q Did you attend all the company orientation 
• • • l 

al.asses and other_ classed of instruction a!'ter yOll j?ined" 
. . 

the 3rd Panzer Pioneer Comp~y of the let Panzer Division LAH? 
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A I did not participate in all instructions. 

Q You. attended just about as many clas~a.,ea .. aa 

anyone else in the company, did you not? 

A Yea. 

Q You were in this company, the 3rd Panzer · 

• 

Pioneer Company or t~e let Pioneer Battalion of LAH from 

Uay 1944 up until the time of this offensive, were you not'? 

A Yes, .from the 10th or May 1944. .. Q Boltz, do you remember tho.t shortly before tb:I 

• 
-._N 

town of Loaheim along your route or march th0re was a rail­

road bridge that was knocked out? 

A Yes, that is true. 

Q And you reachod that point about midnight of0 

tho 16th, did you· n~t? 

A ~Ir thnt )'RB about midnight, I don't remember. 

At any rat'e, it •was dark. 

Q It was somotime on the night of the 16th or 

17th, of December 1944, was it not? 

oo A Yes, that'1s correct. 

Q • And you Jmoir that between the place where this • 

bridge was lmocked wt and the town of Loshe~ men or Y'(?Ur 

' ~ . ., 
canpany, tho 3rd Panzer Pioner CO!Dpany did clear sane mines.. 

. from a pasture through trhich your column had to go through, 
• 0 

is that co~ct? . 

A Yes. ', 

Q • You say' that you passed through and left the 

torm or Honsteld arouna eight o 1clook in the morning 17 
, • ~ II: • 

Dec°H'be_r 19447 · 

A Yes. 

Q And before mald.ng, tho righthand turn to pro-



• 
Studebaker truck that was parked on the righthand side or 

the road? 

A • Yes, I remember that truck. 

Q And you remember the house on the righthand 

side of the road just after making that turn? 

A Yes, that is true. 

Q And you remember the three anti-tank pieces 

on the righ_thand side o.r the road be~een that house and 

the second house on the richthand side or the road? 

A No, I did not see any mti-tank guns. 

Q Do you . deny that they were there? 

A I cannot ' deny that. At any rate I diclJllt 

see anything. 

Q You· say that you do not remember t~is group 

o.r 14 ·or 15 American prisoners or war that lay on the 

leftha.nd side or the road approximately 100 meters from 

this .intersection? 

A I did not see any group o"r American soldiers • 

. .. 
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Q And you det:1Y that o.fter you stopped up the road 

several humJ.r .;d meter:J tho.t. lfannhrer pa osed your SPW, tho 

accused l.!ax Hammerer, and Sprcneer a oked hiin about ·who bumped 

thc:::ie pri ooner:::i off? 

A Yes , Rottonfueh1·er "" llan~noror did not J);l 3S our SP",'/, 
0 

at any r .:1t c I do not re:nernber .• 

Q Boltz, to 1·ofr0:::ih your 1·ecollection, don •t you remember 

t hat you mi.ct I had a grave discussion o.bout tho exact words - that 

H.:un1te rcr used when you1· utatanent vras dictated? Don 1t you r ecall 

that Spr enger had aa;Ld t hat in answer to hio inquiry t hat f! am:nerer 

had sai d: 11rTc bu!npcd 1 cm off?" And you. insfs t cd that H.:i.m:nerer 

· didn ' t u:::ie tho word but that ho lmd su~cl: •1: 11 res, t ho~· were11we11 

_bwnped off. 11 And we uuod tho word 11 they w9ro bumped off 11 in your 

atatemcnt becauae you i.naiatod that thoso wore your exact words , 

ia that not tn.to? 

A Yeo, we IJad that conversation but nottenfuchrer Hammerer 

never oaid any such thine, 

Q Well, ,if he didn 1t s03 nny such thing nt all, why 

were you no insistent as to the choice of t ho words that he had 

onid? 

A Becnu oe I knew that he had not oaid that at all and 

I didn 1t want to make hiin a bad man by c.dmitting t hat. 

Q UowJ at this houso whore you oay Ho.rera.erer had no 

conversation .::i.t 11,ll with Sprcnner, tho column was oubjected 

to an ai1• attack, was i t not? 

A Not at that spot . 

Q Well, a few hundred motors d;m the road you and you r 

pl ~toon took cove~ on the 1·ight s ide or t he road and the first 

platoon on ~the le~t oide of tho r oo.d, iu that right? 

' A 
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platoon on the left ::iitlo, 

Q Now , referring t o these 7 or 8 Jll'~sonera that were 
1 

captured in the houoe on the l erthand side of the road ju ~t as 

you were entering the to\'m of Buellingcn, did ·you ever soe in 

either Sprene er 1o state.:nent or Nevo 1 .:J st'ate:nent, or Jonchim 

Hofmann 1 s ote.t ffi\ent, or Jakel ls statement, that you ohot those 

:rrfeoners of war? 

A They did not .,.,•rite down that I had shot them, 

Q Did Sprene e1• over tell you to your ti'ace that you shot 

them? . 
· ·A No, but Jo.kel wrote in h.is .sta tement that Altelcruegcr 

at the exit of Buellingen when wo were shot at by artillery, had 

come ' into.the cellAr to him o.nd had told him that the third group 

had ehot •the prisoner which we had taken at that house. 

• Q An~ tho.t I a what influenced you to tell thC otory, is 

that right? 

·A Yes. 

Q Dcn't you know, Boltz, _referriri,g now to your interrogation 

o.t Schwaebisch HoJ.1, that yotl wero ~ter"rogated within o. very few 

minutos after you go t to ·tnc interrogation roo~, having been 

~~oueht t herC f rom ~ho c~ll vJ,ere you_ l ivcd? .. 
0 

A Ca.pto.iJ:l Sh~ackcr ~d Mr .• Thon c~e in,:o thiS coll. 

C11pta.in Shumo.cker nslced ' two '.~~; t ~.ree quc_s~1o~a ~ 'in which canpa.ny 

I wna, who my Company Commm1der was, and who my driver waS. ~? hen 

ho left the cell. 

Q Will you answer my question, Boltz. I asked yofi if you 

http:canpa.ny
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A Yes, I was interrogated, 

..Q And you wore interrogated by Ur. Thon ,md me, a 

matter oi' ten or fifteen minutes, you told uo about ,the shooting 

at Buelline en that you purticipated in and also that you shot 

at t he prisoners o!' war .at tho Cross Roads, nnd I l eft to see if 

llajor Schi~an could see· you and could hear your otory and I 

came back in less than one minute, and t!1en you were t aken into -

DZf,'El.fSB COmlSEL (Lt. Col. Sutton) If the court please, 

I would sugge:J_t that the prooecution g ive , the witne::is an 

opportunity to answer a qu~otion, At least three different 

queotiono have been put in this one question that the prosecution 

iG putting forwa 1·d at this time,· It is al.most impoooible for 

any of us to carry a long , lengthy, involved otatement in our , 

minds which might require an affinnative answer and o. negutive 

anauer in part to that sentence. I \'iould eug~est that it would 

be fair to .~he witness to ask queH~ionu and not make them so 

lengthy und invol ved and such as will requi l' e in purt a negative 

and part an affinnativ? o.mmer. 

PFOSECU'rION. (Capt. Shumo.cker): The wltness, of cour ae, 

doesn't havo to w1svrer tho que'sti!ri 11yes 11 or."no1', he can answer 
. . 

it _any way ho wants to and' make any explanation ho wants bu,t I f:" 

i ~·rant to state th~ ai'tuation that .happened and ..iak him whoth"e~ •it 1a 

.~·~~ ~r ~~; ·,.: . . 

Q .' And then··--± ~ -~~e, back' to your interr ogation . c 
0 

ell ~d 

' b'r ought ; OU ·~ -t~ ·col: l!i~!'a01.O;ri~~ whe~:e U11jo1...sch:l1~, the 
' ~ • I • ,., , 

French War Crimes Li~lson or£iCor1, vm.s sit~in~, · is th3.t not 

true? 

A No, that I S ~·bt quite•true', 

Q Y~u say it ; e ,not qu i t ,, tru~; well, Wh:/,.. i ~ it not t _rue?, 
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A I was not i.11t?1·rogo.ted for 15 minutos in the 

interrogati on cell and ai'ter you left tho oell you did not come 

bacl,. · It was not Capt. Shumacker hut }lr, '£hon who led me into 

the office of Lt. Col. Ellis and tho first time I wao not asked 

about Buellinl?; en no r tho Cro:.:J noad:.i in the cell. 

Q m1at did we a sk you about -- who your Company Commander 

rm:.? 

A Yes, 

Q And ;·,'ho your e roup l eader ;·1as? 

A Yes • 

~ 
Q ';11d who your pl n.t.ooi:i leader \'ias? 

Q 
A Yes. 

Q And you gave u:J the correct ini'ornmti'on? 

A I otill r13ncmber at that ~ime that vdthc,~ Company 

Commander --
o 

D!WENSE COUNSEl. (Lt, Col, Sutton) : If the court rluiano, 
would ' it be proper to request tho cout't to instmct the prosecution 

to l et t he ;-1itnoss an:mcr the qucotion bef ore another que:Jtion
O 

is asked and al:io not to come in and intpJ rupt the witness uhcn he 

i!l ummering a question tl~o Pros ecution ha o p.tt to him'! 

L/'\.\'I J.fu:.iBEff: Bocnutie or the nature ol these questions 

o.t ,the pre.::.ent t;ime I "t hink it would bo beat if you eivC the 

accuoed an ampl e opportunity to a1.·u1wcr them, U he ,·d ·ohc:1 to 

enl:i.rgo upon ·his o.ns\'lers, let him do oo. 

PROSECUTIOH (Capt, ' Shwn.ackor): 1/ory well, 11ir. 

..Q ' So when you wol'e t o.ken into Col~ Elli::i I o:C!'ice where 

J.!ajor Schinrum was oeatcd the infonno.tion you hud to impart 

conoi.sted or the munes or y~ur Co!npany Com:rumdor, your PlAtoon 

Lea.der n.nd y~ur Group Leader, i ~ t hat l'igi,t.? 

A Mo , that•.s not , true, 

w..cll, 71h~t is t1i.1e? 
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A · Vfucn I was t aken into the office of Lt. Col. EJ.l.i.o, 

l:l r, Thon uokcd me if l'fh en ,I arrived at the Cros:J H.oa.ds I had 

ahot at the dead ooldiers , that is a t. t he ooldiers t hat , wer o 

lying on t he field. I ,:1.t1m·rcrcd him: 11 Ho 11 , \1r. '£hon said to 

me: 11 Do you want me to eet. Sprenger? 11 I said: 11 Ycs 11 • l.!r, Thon 

left and got Sprcn.:; c r. vn1en ho came Lack ha ~skcd ~prcngcr: 

.11Sprenger 1 did you aho'!t at the Croao Hoad1:1 ? 11 Sprenger anm·1cred: 

11 Yes, 11 And ri·e a okod him then: 11 Did you have an order i'or that ?II 

Sprenger an1:1wercd: 11 Yes 11 , Then ho asketl him: 11 Spr cnger, did 

Dolt~ ohoot nt the Gro:Jo Hoada? 11 Spreneer answered: 11 Yes, 11 Then 

Mr, Thon usked Spt•engcr: 11 D!d Boltz hu.ve an ordar fo r t hat? 11 

Sprenger unowered: 11 Yes, 11 Then Ltr. T'non gave Sprenger a 

-cigarette n.nd oent h:lm out again. When he came back JJ:r. Thon 

told me that it would be of no uso for 11you 11 to keep denying things. 

"The saine thin~s that Sprenger just 1H1.id lU"e being said by 

Jakel o.nd Hofmann, I can only ndviae you to ndmit cvorytl;ing. 

It would be better for you, 11 Then he oaid : 11 I 1m now askine; 

you, did you shoot nt th8 Cro~a H.oado? 11 And at 'that tin1e I 

admitted it. 

Q Boltz, don 1t you know that us n ma.ttcr of f act you 

,·1eron't in Col. Ellis' ofti.ce alJ. n:iore than two or three minute!!? 
0 

A I was in there longer thnn two or three minutes. 

Q And tlon 1t you know that the firot atatc.11mt you wrote 

was written over tho ·wce\c-end by you with a pencil on oome paper ' :.r 

that Mr. Thon· had given you? 

A Yes, tha.t 1o t ,ruo, ~ 

Q And you wrote tha.t statement in your om;, room and it 

was not dictntod to you, was it? 
I 

A No, that vras not dictated, 



A Yes. 

Q And don 1t you l01ow that you never did say 3.IJ,ything, 

about shooting• to the left of thia man ,·mo wo.a in front of you -­

I1 m r eferring to the 7 or 8 prisonera at Buellingcn -- until the 

time your statement vras dictated by me? 

A ' I did !lot unders t and tho question • 

. Q Referring to these 7 or 8 _prisoners that were captured 

in the hous e on tho lefthnnd side of the road As you entered the 

to\'m of Ducllingim, in ·your Gtv.tement \'1hich has been rend in court, 

Prosecution's Exhibit F-51, you say that these 7 or 8 prisoners 

were lined up near the houoe, tha.t Al.tkruogor shot at them with 

a mo.chino pistol and you shot o.t tho man standing directly in 

front of you but yoli purposely aimed to hio lef.t and tried to 

. miss him. No\'t, you never did say anything about shooting to the 

loft or' that·. ,nan u~t.il time came to d~cta.tc l our ::ito.tement, did 

you? 

A I said. that at that ti.mo when tho ·state.men~ wa:; dic't11ted 

that was in tho~ ai'tornoon of tho 19 of lJarch and Major sc;_f1innan 

111 
wao not in SchVffi;obiscll . ~all , on tho.t night. 

· Q• i•1:1-1 you please ans:or my questiqn noV[,· Boltz .' I ask you 

if you ~vo1• so.id anything' ~bout 'shooting to tho left .of •that ;_an 
. befOro your s;o.ieni:Ut •wn~:·~c~~~ici? . ·~ ~... . . 
. . . . . ' . ···~ ' . ... :. . .. . . : ,.. ; .. 

• .. _. ____Th-~Vis'. ~~O~f~·C~:·. ~ \ . ·.· "'-> 
0 

1 
,.. ·:,~· . :Qi.-_ Aiid beCaus-~· ~~ nov~ r ho.d said. ' anything about shooting

'~ : ... ~ .i ._- :·:. •. , .:· . • ·. . ,.. ~o "' <::, • •• •' 

• to the ;left ot that. man you and •I . had quite an 'argument about • 

it. a.nd I int·errogated you fur,thor.,cn,..t,haJ; point, . did I ~riot? Is 

tha.i. not true? : 
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29-D-6 A Yes, th_at 1s correct. 

Q And you insisted that you ahot to the lot't ot him 

and that's the way it appeared in your staternent, Prosecution's 

. Exhibit P- 51? 

A Yes, at that· time I said to mysa.11': Vlell, it they1re 

going to accuse me, that is the third group anyway, that we had 

shot these prisoners :md that I can't do anything else and have 

to admit it, then I jua~ can say I miBlled him. 

Q Well,. di~ ~ u miss him? 

A I didn 1t sh~dt at ill. 

ll Q And Altkrueger was with you? 

A Yes. 

Q And ~tkrueger waa the man Viho gavi, ~e order on the 

mo~g ot tho 16th not to take any prisoners of war but to 

shoot them, is that right? 

A Altkrueger did give that ~.rd.er but I don ~t believe 

that he recciVed this order £ram Unterstunn.tuehrer Bsutner -. . 

POOSECUTION (~p~t .~ Shumacker): If tho court please, 

I .object to that answer 'as not being · responsive and it the 

witTI.ess doeum•t lmow l'tho he received the ordei- "r"rorn .•I m~~o that 
0 

hie an:Wor be stricken !rom tho record ~d not bo accepted by 

tho· court·. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL (Lt; Col, Sutton) :. M.,,- it please \ he 

~ourt., here again the •p~11eouti.on ·haa •interruj>t e"d th~ witneaa . 
.. ... . .. . . •: ·,, 
.Hi&·answer is r"11~neive t? the qu~1~ion• ., That. point which the 

• ••• ·~· • • :.•• ·: < : \" :', ,·:. -: ./· - · : • • • ' 

Prosecutiofl, ha11 just. brough~ up ~as~ 'b_~en covered ~.t least t,!d.ce 

before by thO defense. • . 

Pl10SECUTION (Capt. Shwnacker): I a oked the witnooa 
•...- • _' I • • 

1! this Altkruogor· who captured these 7 or 8 prisoner& with 

Boltz wa.s not ~ho same Altkrueg,sr 'who gave th~11 order not to 
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• 

PROSECU1.'ION (Capt. Shwnackcr): Will. you let 'me 

.finioh my arg~cnt plCnsc, Bir. And the witness 1 nnswor was 

nyesrr and then he went in£0 o.n explanation n.o to what he believed 

-- as to fr~ ,~n?m he thought Altkrueeer 1niaht have eotten his 

order. tie insist that !o not rospomlive to the question, 

•" LAW !JEIBER: You will caution the witncs:i that he · 

,·dll answer the questiono to the best or his ability. Ir he 

cannot answer tho queotion he will state tha t he c.innot answer it, 

DEFENSE COUNSEL (Lt. Col, Sutton): Uny it please tho 

court, in order to oa.vc time I would :-iu 1,m cst that the question 

be read bacl: tot ho uitness and let him answer it, 

WI 1ID-J.13ER: Tho question will bo read back but the 

part of tho answer which . was not responsive will be stricken. 

,. N~w, in ord~r to lce'ep this thf.nc going ntraigh't and in continuity 

Will !OU repeat your queatioii.? 

QUESTIOIIS BY PROSECUTIOII ( Copt. Shwnackor)(Con~inuing) : 

Q !.!y queotion, Boltz, wa.s -~ substance ne follov,o: \'fas 

not the hltkii.t_egor who ' captur~d tp.e 7 or 8 prisonors with you. . .. 
at thin house ~ Buollingen .tho same Altlcrue~er who you . said 

• gavo the_.orde";. on trlo morning oi' 16 Dece•nber 1944 not' to to.led 

prbonero of war tl:.111.t the~ would be ohot? 

A• Tes , ho vr.:i.1f ·tho_ao.m6 Alt~oa..~r·• 

•PRESIDEl-iT: Tho "cou~ ,tlll recess until ten:...fhirt:r4 

(1.'lhereupon ~ho ~bourt took n 1•Cc0ob at ~ope \lcurs.) 
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(Whereupon Court reconvened at 1030 hours.) 

PRESIDENT: Court will cane to order• 

• PROSECU.TION: !j tht: cmn:t please, l ~t the 

record shmT that all the membora of the C~t, all the 

members of the Prosecution, with the exception of Lieutenant 

Colonel CrmrfOrd, who is . absent on business of the Prosecution 

and Captain Byrne, who has been excused by verbal' orders of . 

the Commanding 0 8neral, al1 the members of the Defense, with 

the exception of Dr• Rau, who is absent on business of the 

Defense, all the defendants rlth the exception of Max Rieder, 

number 51 and Friedel Kies, number 30, who are sick in the 

hospital and are represented ey L:ioutenant Colonel Sutton . 
who is present, and the reporter are present. 

DEFENSE COONSELs The D&fense recalls the 

accused Marcel Boltz. 

MARCEL BOLTZ, an accused, resumed the stand and 

testified .rurther through an interpreter as· folloinu'!. 

(Whereupon the questions, anmrers and other proceedings• 
I . . . 

weI'e interpreted to the accueed IUld the German oOUllsel.) 

~ CRQS~: EXAIIJNATION 

Q~TIONS BY PROSF.CUTION (CAPTAIII ~CKER): 

. Q • Bol,tz, referring further. to the!le s~ven or 

eigh~ ~isoners ~t war that wer_e captured at the house 1n 

Buellingen on i7 December 1944, I Will ask you if you did 

not ·~te the !ollowing concerning that incident, 1n your 

cell aver the 1!8ekend alter your !irst ,interrogation, 

"'l'h.e Am.ad.can· prisoners came out at onue. · 

There were seven or eight, and surrendered right 

(B_oltz-Crooo) . 
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• 
•.-· ... 

e:r,ay lfith011t any resistance. Yfe had to search them on 

orders ·or Altkrueger ror.:weapons. I wanted to talk' to 

one for _I believed heJcould ,speak Fr°ci1ch but Altkru.eger 

cursed me. It was the second tll!e he had to remind m_e or 

the orders which wero given prior to the oi'f'ensive, and it 

would be the last--timG;othenriae, I would knOl'f what was ' 

going to happen to ma and he gave me the orders once more~· 

the orde;s to shoot. I only had a pistol with m~ and ~r~ < 
rear alone, that I would be shot, I shot. ilt~eger sho~.. 

with his machine pistol•" 

Is that what you wrote in your mm cell over' the 
0 

~ weekend after your first interrogation? 

A Yes, I wrote it. 

Q As I understand it# ~OU cla'.im i hat ·1;hie state-
,) ,'. . . ' ' 

ment, part of which has . just bemi. read, and your othei: 
• --0 ' -' ,0 (, --- • ' • . 

statement which is in evidence as Prosecution!e ~hibit P-Sl, 

were both mad8..because Mr: Thon promised you that that was
\.> . . 

the beat t~ing ~ d~ .and you would onl~ serve three months., 

is that ,;hat you :test'l.tied to' yesterday? ~ 

A. · • Yes. 

, Q . Is that; true? 

A Yes. 

Q Ye·sterday, Boltz, on direct examination you · 

testil'ied that when I. started dictating your statement, 

which is Prosecution1s Exhibit P~Sl, that you were unable 

t(! remember th~ n-s o~ tho t01m.s that_ you went through, 

so f called Sprenger dawn to the room, 1s that ootTect1 

A No., I didn 1t say it that Way. 

Q 



• 
•. 

A Sprenger was tac en into the ot£ice or 

Lieutenant C?lonel ElliS and explained the route _or 

marc;h to me on the" , map. 

Q .:After· ho ll:ad ·gone ove! ·the route or inarch 

~ thes~ maP~ ,rlih you, I ·t~ld you'· ihat in your",.Sti_tement 
: • ~ ' • • • I,) • • • '1 •• 

. I · did not· want you to mentio~ a single too:n unless you 

~~embered:it y'ou.i-~elr: re~ar~es_s Or what Spr8~ger s~id 

ab~t it. I~~'· t that_ tr_UJ? . 
1 

/ l A Yes. · .. () 

Q kid ' :i: :e"ven' studied th':lso two maPs _with you 
. . ,. -· . . . . !: 

and ohe?ke_d vr.lth _you _to ~oe if Y'?U ·underStoo_d ma.p _o·oort;lina-
0 

;bion bofbre. v;o _o~n pu_t :11ap oOordinati~n in ' yoUl" ·etain_m~ts, 

d~d I ~o~ 

A ,Yee, that is true •. 

Q •· Bol tr. ,wlll yo~ oo~ over hero "1d 

Exhibit P-3: · which is 1;he map o: tho m\l~? 

direct Wst_imony, if I ro:nomber oorreotly, th'l toms or Ilonsfold, 

tha to\\ll ' or Bu, i Bn'gen, ~o tom of Thiertront, tho oroea roads . 

north or·Engelsdor£ an'd tho Ull'n or En gelsdorr, or ,as it ap­

pears on this 1111.p, Lignu'lvipe itso~r; tiow I point "to a ro~d 

orossing northeut or the cross roads on Pro~eoution 1 s Exhibit 

P-3, which is tho iniorsootion of the road leadin e; ,north,·,est 

f'rom Thirirnont to tho Malmedy-Wanno road and I ask you if it 

i.as not Gt this in"b!trsootion thQt you· and Sprenger sWppod 

:1n your SPW o~ orders of Altkrouger• before you prooeo~e~ tn 

, ';· tho oroso roads! 

A Yes, that is the place. 

Q Will you r8sune the sta.nq,. pleae"o . An~ it was 
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•• 

.. 
·A Yas • that ia trua. 

Q And you !''Ore th&ro. from ten to riftoon minutos? 

A Yes. • 
Q llo\'t wh3ro l'.118 tt that tho first plntoop. pnssod tho aeciond . 

platoon and trawlod ahea.d of you? ' 

A lil Boollingon. 

Q ,And thoy loft Bu3llingon, you ea.y , approxl-nately a. half 

an hour ahaad of you? 

A It migh_t have baon morB 'than half an hour; I can 1t say 

that exactly• 

Q l'iHl, . did you over by-pa.es or overtake tho first platoon 

at any tino bot,,,oen Boollingan o.nd tho cross roads? 

A No. From Buellingen on tM first P.latoon ,•,us constantly 

ahead of us. 

Q Now your platoon loader, as you have tastiN.od, 1\8,S Ur1tor-

aoharfuohror ?:.ax Buetnor'l· 

A Yoe : tht:,rsoharfuehror YAx Bui,iner. 

Q · And in addition to your . platoon leader's vohiole, there 

. v.ere three groups in your platoon, l\Ore tmre not? _ 

. A Yes • 

Q . The g~oup leader or' tho first group v,as lhteraoho.rf',mhr~rF'.ried.1 

Bode, an aoousod, No. 2 in thi; oua? Is that not right? . 

' A Yes, that is oorreo.t. 
..... . . . . . . 

Q " The group leader o.f. ;th,e , eeo.ond .group was Untorsoharfuohrer. 
Sopp Witko l':ski; is · that , not trm? 

A Yos. 

Q .And th; group loader or tho third group, yobr group, was . 

thtersohal".fuohrer AltJa;euger; is :nat not 1ruo?_ 

A Yes, _ihat is oorreot, too, 

'! Q And your platoon orde'r o·r march Y.es the platoo,n · leader 18 
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A Ho, that io not quite corroot. 

Q All right1 whnt is correott 

A At thnt ti?r..o the group of Bodo ~ ad ~nly. oito ·vehicle. 

Q Siovors ha,d his oth'Jl" SPW, didn't ho? 

A Yes, that is true. 

Q And in tho 2nd group one of the Spws had fallon out G.nd 

all tho moml:oro of that crew had gotten in tho SPrl driven by Hofinann, 

,vith the oxoeption of Guyorhofer, th.! drivei; Qnd tho asoiotant drivor, 

,vho remained bohind wi "th tho 8PW1 is that not truo? 

A I can no longer say with one hmdred per o~t certainty 

i(' a vehiolo had falled out 1n tho sooond group, but it io poaaiblo • 

Is that Y~lll" boot reoolleotion about itT 

A Yeo. 

Q So than nctually thore -,.,au only one vehicle in th~ !'irst 

group, oithsr one or two Whioleo in tho secO?\d p-oup, •ono vehiole and 

Erdingor's ve hicle in which Billoeoh9ttky ~D riding, travolin,; behind 

you? 

A Yeo, thnt is oorreot. 

• f>Oll, now, ,,e,e that the order or maroh, tnon, or your 

•• A Yoo ,-._ tm.t ,~s the ,t111roh order or tho aoomd platocn. 

Q No iv, :ln your vohio'lp l't.l.th you, :ln"addition to oih:ra, 

~.,,•• thll ao ~uiad .Ad; lr--Gustav ~dolt Spron{:°r• no. 61, is that right? . . 
A Spr.,nger. MS tho drivor ot my vohiole. 

0 

Agd 1n tho sPYt in "rron-£ ot you, l'."h~oh ,,as the aocond vo-

-_1:aole in tho aeoond U .C?~• MG ~o ncoused Joit.oh ~ Ho!'nann, No. 261 
0 

. the accused Sigfriod Jaoakel, No. 28, and t he aocu! ed Gua"mv Nove, Jfo. 

· 401 ~d th!! accused Heinr. SticJ.::ol; No. 63, i!' ho had -transtor'i-od from 

Witkowaki's V6·hiole into Hofm.s.nn 1o vehicle? 
. . 

A I don 
1t :know if Si:10~1 -,,•a in the ve n'iolo of Ilot'Ir~, 

but the others +.era tha:-a • 

And you biow that ln tho rihfole or Dode 
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• 
Kios , Ho. 30? 

A Yoo, I know that. 

Q Boltz, do you rome:nbor exactly what it ,•.-a i the Doutno! said, or 

yollod, to Alti.'l' ';'uger, your group loader, as you pullod to a, halt behind 

Joachim Hofulann' a SF'W .there in 'rront or th9 i'iald'l 

A Uny I QBk you where wi,hal t ~d'f 

Q In front of the fiold thoro at tho oroao roado Y 

(\'1bBreupon the question was :intorpreUJd to th9 aooused 

in tho Ger!l'.an languago) • 

PROSECUT!OU (Capt. Shurraekar) No, I didn't · aay that. 

1n front or tha field thero o.t tho oroao r~ads. Ir tho court ploaso, 

I a:n advisod thnt my initial quostion was not fully nnd aocurntely Vano­

lntod. I v:ould like parmiosion to rostain. it. 

PRESiffiNTi Tnamolnte that lost re:nark; 

Qm STIONS BY FRUSECUXION (Capt. Shurraokor)i 

Q 
I 

Now, do you ro:nembcir oxno_:t;ly l\-hat it v,-aa that Bou-tner. said, 

or yolled, to Al tkrougor, your group loader, as you pulled to A half bo-

• 
• hind -tho SPYl o f.' Joeohim Hofmann 1n front of ths pesturo et .the oross 

roads north of Eneolodorf'? 

• A I did not seo Bou1nor in front or -the pasture ~orth of 
. . 

Engeledorf a.t tho oroso roads, end Bou1nor never apoko to Altl:rouger. 

Q Did .Altkreuger speak to Billoochetzky, tho man with the 
ID: • 

SDlJl,ll AN.'3ri0an ri:fle, in the S.l-''i'/ behind yout. 
A Uo, Altkrouger did not to.lk to Billosohetzky. 

Q He didn 1t givo BillooohOtiky nny spcoifio order at that 

ti?M e.nd plnOe '00 ~hOc \ .at t~ ~oricans? 

A no. • 

Q This man in the SFW OOhind you allot them·withcut any ordort. 

whataoevar, io that right'/ An Y spooii'io ardor givon a.t that plaoe1 

A Yes, that is oorreot. 

Q Ion't it tru, that llillo110hotzl:-y sho·t and tho.t you ahot, 
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A 110 1 that is not correct. 
,. . ·~ 

•Q You eo.y you don! thq,_t jou to,.9 1: the reo.r 1raohil;e_ gun an~ rest-

od it on tho right hnnd eido of 1:ho SP1V and firod into t~o American pris­

oners? 

A Yoo , I deny that, I was tlo gunner of tho !'rent Q.ohino 

gun,of 1ho nu.chino gun in tho front, and -::as standing o.t tho machine 

gun in the front. 

Q O \\h ioh tn0nns· -that you didn I t ovon :know how to oporato the 

rear mno~ino gun; is that oorroot? 

• 
A · I did know tho.t. Tho rear .mnohine gun l\1.\8 oporafud tho 

sano manner aa tho rraohine gm. in th~ f'ron t • 

• Q And it was tM suo typo of v.eapon? 

A Yes,' it \',1lB tho sa:no typo of vf.lapon. 

Q Now ~008'3 prisonerc-.-som:i of thoao prisoners that you aw 

in tho field ,..ore still alive, na you could toll by the movement of tho 

bodies: is tho.t oorreot? 

A # V,hen _Billoschetzky did tho shooting, aorro ·of them v,ore 

still JTOvingJ thnt is true• 

• You m~mtioned yeoterdo.y on diraot en.:ninatiOn, having 

boon ininrrog~~d in your homJ, I bolieve you said by. Capt. Byrne, in a 
January 194-6; is that right? 

Yea, that is oorreot • 

. ' ' You ;-:ero not arros'bld tl 'i:, that tiM? 

No. 

Q And Capt. Byrne made no promisos to you', 

A No. 

Q And you ;told Ca.pt. Byrno tho absolute truth? 

A I told Capt• Byrne tho truth ao far as 1 oo~lci. remember 

it at that ti.mo. 

Q You. m,re questioned bj" Capt. Byrne and also in~rrogated 
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offenaiVtlJ if you saw or know o!\ a-i ;yono olse ohooting Pr itlonoro of 'l':nr 

durinr; _this of!'ono iva; who thoy 'l',-ero; whore it took place J and v.fl.onJ 

and the proposJtion or ?r .dors aboUt prioonars or ,·.•r giwn prior ' to, tho 

of!'o~siw. -{ IB that not truo? 
: .. 

A Yes ,that is true. 

q Boltz, you recall, af-tnr yo u signed yo ur sto.Wmont at 

Soh.,,.ibisoh Hall·, Pr001Joution 's Exhibit P-51, that you oont v.ord to 

Colo Ellis and to thd in:...O otigator'o i;enernlly, stating that you had 

gi Wn your t as timony,nnd praotioally dorcand:lng your right to return to 

France I is that not .truo'l 

A I did not sond a note. 

JEFENSE COlliSEL (COL. SUTTON) 1 'Jlay it ploe.so tho court, 

tho court ho.a r uled~ this question und I don't think it is proper to 

br ing it out by '*:ho Prosooution. The question !)f juriodiotion, sir. 

LAW P/E},!JER. Is that the purpose of ythis lino of quea-

tionin&f 

PR0SE:CUT!ON (Capt. Shumaoker) 1 Uo, air, it ia no,t. You 

will find out, tho noxt quoation, I believe, 00 1. St~t~n, th.a.tit i& 

not. 

~ lES TIONS BY PROSECurIO?l (Capt. Shumaokor): 0 

~ 'fou say Y.OU did not a~~d a n~t: t 

A Yoa. 

Q And that v.aa th9 •auba~oe of it'?' 

LAW JSMER. 1 I do not know rbether tbs aoouaod understood ~.. 
tho former qu,ation when ho ea.id ho.. did. Will you repe ~t the quution, 

-, air. I 

PRose:currou (Capt.· Shumaokerh Yoa. I ask you o i;ain, , 

Bolts, after you made tho atatomant in Soh-.ibiaoh Hal~ 

which 1a Prosooution 1 
0 Exhibit P-51, ir in sone v:ay yo~ did not oomtnooi­

, 
. oab, to the invoatiga'tDrs tM faot that you ~d given your t'3stimony, 

and practically d81ll M.ding your right to ropJrn to Franco? 



• • 

:a • 
A Yea. 

Q I believe you 'tr.lstifiod on direot oxaminll.tion thnt you 

ce.-ne _~W Daohau on or about ltS April 19461' 

A Yos, thnt is correct. 

Q And I believe your sUl.-tnmont, Prosecution's Bxhibit P-51, 

is dated 21 ll.arch1 is that correct? 1946? 

A ·Yea. 

Q Boltz, ' how did you figure tht'lt you v.ere entitled to bo 

released so you could go home in leas than t. month, ;· ··i ir' you signed 

thnt att.tenent on 1/r• 'lb.en's promiae thnt you were go~g in servo throe t. 

months inrm in jdl? 

A I did not figure that. · L!r. Thon gave me the idet. • 

Q So you didn 1t rely on his pro:nise, did · you't 

A I did not 'uc.dorstand tM quostion. 

q If you didn't believe fuat cyou v.ere going to open~ ~ee 

montha in jo.11, you didn't rely on 1'.r .,.~1'hon 1 s promise that that l';aa the 

punis ltnent you 'WOUld get? 
1 

• 
A Vr. Thon did not say to~ thn.t 1°r I .,,-ould..,admit it<> I 

v.-ould only h~vo to serve three mon the. u:r. ThOn tol~ ma ~thnt if I l\OUld 

• admit, nothinl \'10uld happon to me at all e.and · ho told mo that it :.ould 
, ' I• U 0 

lut a.a long aa this trial ,1as coing to last. 
0 

PR0S~CUTI0tJt It the court plltu", \'/J hne a correction 

on that tranalation. Didn't ho ,sa.y it \'/Ould take ihr"o months until•. . . 
the trial would com, up? 

A As long u the tt"ia"i ,,,1n1 going ~ laat. 0 ·. 
UW }.~!$ER: That is what ho ea.id• 

C 

Q So l'.r • Thon didn't say anything to you aboutif you eie;nod . . 
!?. · ·this s;ta tamon:t your punish.11gnt wauld be throe~monthst. 

' . 
A No, 1.'r. '!'hon did not ,say +.hat. 



•• • 
Q · So Mr. Thon did not say anything to you 

about ;f you signod this statement you;- punishment 

would be three months? 

A . No, Mi;. Thon did not say that. 

Q Do y'ou no11 say that you have not told that 

•• 
s tory in substance right here 1n this court? 

A I still haven't anSll'erad th: first question. · 

Q What question is it tha~ you have _not an~ ; red? 

A You naked me whether or not Mr. Thon told 

me that 1£ I would sign the statement I would get only 

three months in jail for punishment; You asked ~me whBtbi~ • 

or not Mr. Thon said it. ' 

Q I will ask you 11.gain whether or not he said 

it, 

A · Ur •. / l'hon told me that if I 'wculd admit every-· 

thing I can be 1n France within three months but he didn1t .. 

say to me that I wruld get three ma.ltha in jail for punish-
,. r • 

ment. 

Q Hovr did you £igure••that you were entitlel to 

go to France between ~ ch 21st 1946 and April 16th 1946 i1' 

Mr • .:'Thon P1:omiaed that you would be :ln Fi-ance three months 

a.i'ter you made your statement? 

A I d.Oll•t understand the question. 

Q As I understand it, Boltz, you•now•claim 

that what Mr. Thon promised you w~ that. ii' you oigned this. ' 
statement you would be in France three months after you 

signed it. ~. Is that C?01Tect'l 

A Mr. Thon did not say to me that I would be in 



• • 
told me u ·I would admit everything. 

Q Well, you tigured -you had admitted evorything,.. 
had you not, Boltz? 

A This quention I do not understand at all. 

Q Did you conclude after making yciur statemeht 

dated n . March 1946 Prosecution ll<hibit P-51 that you had 

given suf!icient information to. justu'y yo':.u, return to 

France in three month.9? 

A Yes., I · concluded this. 

Q NOW" I ask you again ti' you ,concluded that you 

wero to go to France three mon~hs ai'ter your :interrogation 

or three months ai'ter the datq ot' your stai'ement, whichever 

you prefer, hart did you i'~e you were entitled to be re­

turned to F~~co pi-ior to April 16 19467 

A I n_over was talkinc about• a right or b81nc en-

.titled. I only requosted 'to r(!turn. 

Q You would not have requested it had you not0 
!elt you !"':Ire ent!tl.ed to go home, would you? 

0 
.. . A . ~ only asked !or it 'because Ur. Thon . had told 

?re nothing would happen to me and I could be at home · three 

months later. 

Q This was witqin one ~onth af'ter you were i'irst 

interrogated, lrM 1 t, that you made these r8'~es,t8? 

A Yes ~ 

· Q .You have told the absolute truth here ~ court 

i'rom tha. wi"tness stand, have you. not, Boltz? 

A Yea., ..I did so. . ( 

Q 1ilhen queS71oned here in court by your own 

counsel about ord!)rs, you testi!'ied that you did not hear 

http:ent!tl.ed
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on the morning or 16 DAcember 1944. Is that the truth? 

A Yes, that 1 s the truth. 

~ now I will. read to you three questions and 

anmrers from tho sworn statement you gave to Captain 

Byrne , nhich I believe you say is also the truth. This 

is ,the portion or your statement in which you were talking 

about the prisoners shot at the crossroads. 

• 
"Q Bei'ore you saw these people shot, bad 

you re~:ived :,o~::rb:~ ~e no prisoners'/ ;j 

"Q Did you ever receive an order to take 
no prisoners? · ·• 

0 

11A Yes, later in Stoumont on the 21st or 22nd 
or December. 

11Q The !'irst you knew or the order to take no ,· 
prisoners was the 21st of December 194h, is that right? 

11A Yes, on the 21st or 22nd or Deceinber. • It · 
was on the day we took Stoumont. 

11Q Hem did you reCeive the order to take no 
prisoners? 

11A From my ' squad leader. • He, the oquad 
leader, said that by ordor or the Regimental Commander 
of the let Regiment to whom we were attached, no 
prisoners 1'ill be taken • 

"Q What was the squad leader's name? 
"A ,Unterschari'uohrer .Altkruoger." 

NOW', I will ask you, Boltz, when you told tho truth -- when 

you testified here 1n court or when you made this norn 

s)i&,Jemqnt: to Captain Byrne about orders? 

A I told t.he truth here before this court and 

at that tiJ;ie when ; ~~e the statement to captain Byrne, 

my recollection wo.e not better and I thought it was 1n 

Stou.mont when Altkrueger gave me this order. 

Q Well, he ale~ gave you an ardor in Stoumont, 

did he not? 

. A Ho, 



• • 
Tk //297- SR-6/27-~' . 

.. -...····· 

•• 

•• 
Cl 

Q Ho did not? 

A No, he did not give me an order in Stoumont. 

Q You sny ,rhen you talked to Captain Byrne in 

January 1946, your memory rtiiled you about the order that 

.AJ.tkrueger gavo in the Blankenheim V{ooda on the morning or 

16 December 19447 

A That was the !irst time that I ' was interrogated 

about this case and at that time I was working on the night 

ehi!'t and came home at tour o• clock in the morning and at 

eight o 1clock Captain Byrne arrived and wanted to inter­

rogate ma about this case. 

Q Will yw anl'llfer '111:f question· now, . Boltz? 

A I couldnIt remember better and believed that 

this order was given in Stoumont. Later on, in Hall, when. . 
I had enough tine to think it over, I remembered that this 

rordeir Wa8"f!;i'V8n somahwere in the forest in the morning prior 

to the attack and then when Sprenger explained to me where 

we had been, it was clear to me that this was the Blankenheim 

Forest. .,.. 
Q Boltz, even before Captain Byrne came dam,, to 

interrogate you, you bad reported some intormation relative 

to the prisoners being shot in thia offensive to the French 

_police, had you not? · 

A That was no police trooPs, that was French 

armed i'orces. 

Q Anyway, yoo. had reported it, had you not? 

A "Yes. 

Q So this intorr~cation about what happened 
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Tk #297-~ R-0/27..; A Ho, it was no surprise to me. 

Q And although you had voluntarily made a report · 

about it, it had just never occurred to you to recall this 

order that Al.tkrueger had given prior to the offensive on 

the 16th of December? 

A Ylhen I was discharged on the 22nd of Uovember 

1945, I was asked whether or not I had seen at any time at 

eomo place prisoners of war who had been shot. I anSll'ered 

that I did not see how they were shot but that I saw dead 

bodies lying on the rlghthand side or the road south of 

!Jalmedy. 

Q Boltz, will you please pay attention to my 

questions and just try to anS1Jer the questions? I asked 

you if' despite the fact yau. made this report voluntarily 

prior to your interrogation by Capt.in Byrne if -this order 

given by Al.:t,kru.~ger on 16 December 1944 completely escaped 

Y?ll' memory • 

A At any rate, I donit think of it any moro. 

Q \'fas it very usua1 !'or you to r~ceive an order 

prior to nn off6nsive not to take prisoners or war and to 

shoot them? 

A No, that ffllo not usual. 

Q Was 1t very unusual? 

A Yes. 

Q And you fitill. do not remember it? 

A No. 

Q Yem were in Stownont Belgium, were y011 not, 

arowid the 20th or 2let or December 1944? 

A We took Stoumont on the 19th or December. 
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A Yes. 

Q I 'lrill read to you a paragraph from your 

statement Prosecution Exhibit P-51: 

11Between 0900 and 1000 hours 20 December 
1944 I was in a store in Stoumont when two 
American prisoners appeared carrying a wounded 
American comrade on a stretCher. Altkrueger, 
VukissaYr.1.tz and Koehler were al.so there. When 
I first saw these three .Americans they were 
already in Altkrueger 1s custody in the sbre 
itsel!'. At this time an artillery barrage was 
in progress and when it had lifted, ,Altkrueger 
ordered me to come along With him. Then Alt­
krueger -and I marched the prisoners down a street 
approximately 250 meters, turned le.ft into a 
pasture by the side of a house on the 18£thand 
side of this street and there Altkrueger shot 
these 3 prisoners With hie machine pistol. I 
did not p9.rticipato in the shooting of these 
prisoners •11 

Is that correct? 

A Yesj that is correct. 

· Q And A1tkrueger and you were in the 3rd Panzer 

Ploneer Company commanded by Obersturm.!'uehror Sievers at 

that time on that date, is that right? 

A Yes • 

Q Bol.tz, going back to the · scene at the cross-

roads north of Engelsdor.t, do you know who gave , the order 
. ~ 

to shoot the~e American prisoners of war? 

A At tho ~time when I arrived at the crossr_oads 

the prisoners had already been shot and I don It knON' who 

gave the order. 

· Q Were you able to reach any conclusion as t.o 

who gave the order, either from what you saw or what you 

hoard? 

tT. COL. SUTTON: !Jay it please the Court, 

an objection 1~ ma.dB becaµse it ~alls for a cclnoiusion. 

http:VukissaYr.1.tz
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CAPTAIN SHUUACKER: If the Court please, 

the witness can state a conclusion if it is based on 

facts that he saw or thines that he heard. Ir I say 

the sky is blue and I say so because I look at it, ~hat 

is a conclusion. 

LAW UE2IDE1h Read the question, please. 

(Whereupon the question yias read by the reporter 

as follOlfs: 

tt\Vere .;- you. able to reach any conclusion as 
to who gave the order, either from what you sati or 
what you heard?") 

LAiV J.!EUBER: Suppose you ask him if f'rom 

what he kncnra or what he smr he gave the order. 

QUESTIO!lS BY PROSECUTION (CAPTAIN SHU!.!AOKER): 

Q In con'.versation With your comrades, Boltz, 

what information did you gather as to who gave the order 

to shoot these prisoners at the crossroads? 

A I never had any conversati~n With my oomrad~s 
1 

as to who was supposed to have givan this order. 

There was no talk about it, is that correct? 

A We did not talk about who waa supposed to have 

g1ven the order. 

Q In other words, you deny nmr that there was ~ 

talk as to who gave the order to shoot ~he pris~n~rs at the 

crossroads north a1' Engelsdorr, is that right? 

A v I did not want to den:, it but we didn1 t talk 

about it. 

Q Is that your signature on this statement dated 

30 January 194~7 

A Yes, that 1s my signature. 

Q I will read you s anG questions and answers 



• 
l5'0 run:~ic~y~ ~0?J ~ ho ordered these 100 to· 

0 

11.A I assumed that it was Peipe~. 

11Q Did anyone tell you that Peiper ordered 
them shot? 

11A It was the general talk. , 

ttQ Do you lmO'ff anyone who ndi;ht kn.011 for a 
certainty whether Peiper gave this order? 

• • 11A No, bUt it couldn I t have been ~yone else 
but Peiper, 

•• 
11Q V{hy do you say it couldn 1t have been anyone 

else but Peiper? 
11A Because he was in charge or the Panzer 

Regiment,of the 1st Panzer Regiment and only tha 1st 
Panzer Regiment was in this vicinity this day. Titore 
were no other groups in front of ua,n 

.N°'!', Boltz, which is true - that you told Captain Byrne under 

oath on 30 January 1946, that there was talk as to who gave 

the order or ll'hat you testified to leas than 5' minutes ago? 

A I urea.cl¥ stated that I told Captain Byrne the 

truth as far as I could remember 1-E; that Peiper was supposed 

to ·hav~ given this Order - that was only a conclusion of my 

Olll1. 



I 

• 
Q How 'fflls it a oonoluoion or your cwn, tho.t ~thtlt ';;s the 

seni,n..l tnlk? 

A Yes~ 

Q. Yo'.l meo.n you didn't heo.r o.ny ttuk7 

A ,Ho. At that time I didn't have any time to mo.k:e oonversa-

tions, · wo were in tho orrensive, and soon after that we had -- we 

forgot the incident o.t the Croos-Roe.ds. 

Q Well, v;hy did you swear under oath the.t that wa.s the general 

talk? 

DEFENSE (LT. COL. SUTTON) 1 It it please the Cour:t, I object 

to that booause ,it is argumentatin, air, and in addition to that I 

believe the question ha.s been answered before. 

LAW J.IEYBER.1 or oours11, if it has bMn e.nswered before, it 

ien1 t argumenta.tivo. The objection is ovorruled. 

QUESTIONS BY PROSEC!JTION (CAPT, SIIUM!.CKER), 

Q. \\by, did you swear Wider oath, Bolt,, that that ,e.s the 

• general tdk:? 

A Because that •s o. oon_? ludon a!' my own, and at that time 

believed that the other members ot my CCll:!pfl.Dy had drawn the se.m, 

oonolusion a.a I did, and tha.t they o.leo thought ~a.t it wa.a Peiper·.: 

,-ho ha.d given the orller - this ardor. 

Q Now. I read anOt h e~ two mer o questions and a.nawers frQQ 

your ata.tement dated 30 January 19461 

11 Q Did you a.t o.ny time during the Ardon.no orrenaive 
see .Amerioa.n priaonora or war shot? 

A Yea. later on, in Stoumon~, on the 21ot or 22nd 
o'r Deoe.mber my aquad leader, Untersohar!\ttthrer 
Altkruecer, ahot threo .Amorioa.n prisoners or war. 
They were tWJ strotoher bearers and ona wounded 
mQ.n who obviously lost a. leg. Altkruegor said, 
1 1 will kill those tellows1 , and he first killed . , 
the two atretoher bearera o.nd then tho w.oun~ed man. 

Q How did he kill tha7 , 
A He killed them by piotol t.hota. H'3 tolQ the two 

atretaber beai-or·a · to stand up, with their races 

(Boltz - Croaa) 
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t0"8.rdo the mll o.nd then ho shot them, and then ho 
went to tho stretcher and shot tho ~undod .Amorioa.n"• 

How, those a.ro the so.me throe prisoners that you montioned in your~ 

shtsnent dat~d 21 Uaroh 1946, Proseoution' o Exhibit p .. 517 

A Yea, those are the aruno. 

Q And that happened on the 20th do.y or Deoember, the aeoond 

d&y or your stay in the tz:nr:1 or Stoumont'l 

A Yes. 

Q Did those pri aoneora do anything to provoko tho shooting 

or justify tho shooting? 

A I didn't oee a.ey auoh thing. 

Q iltkrueger just stood them up ago.inst a. •11 !lllC shot ths, 

ia that ritht!. 

A Yea. 

Q What pa.rt of the body did he shoot than atT 

A ~ oo.nnot say thatJ ha •1aed a ma~hino pistol. 

Q And a.tter he shot the two that stood ago.inat ·a wall, then 

ha tiniahod oft the one who ~s on the stretcher, h that right'l 

A Yoo. 

Q · Thia houao - where this took pla.o e - was ott the ma.in roo.d 

leading down to the railroo.d station, ia that right? 

A That is oorreot. 

PROSECUTIOll (CAPT. SHUMA.CKER), No further oroso. 

REDIRECT EX.U!INUION 

QUESTIO!IC BY DEFE!!SS (LT. COL. SUTTON), 

Q On oroas exam:lna.tion, in answer to a question you replied 

aubato.nt1ally a.a tollon1 "I oa.n only advise you to adtnit everything, 

It will bo batter tor you".M, Who. mo.de tho..t ' atatemont to you'l 

A llr. Thon. 

Q Tfas anyone el ae pruontT..... 

(Dolt, - Redirect) 

http:Who.mo.de
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A No. 

Q, Ce.pt. Shumaoker remar!:-od during oross examinntion that ho 

had had an arFument with you about the alleged shootin& in Buellln&en. 

Is that true? 

A Yes. 

~ Did. you ho.vo other argu;;;nts with Ce.pt. Shtnaokor1 

A Yes, we ar&Ued about the Cross-Roads. 

Q Did Altk:rueger give you an order to shoot prioonora or war 

in Buellingen1 

A llo. 

Q Did you shoot prisoners or wo.r in Buellingen or anywhere 

else? 

A !lo. 

Q It has been brought out on oroas examination about a promise 

tha.t you would be released in three months if you 'WOuld mske a sto.te­

cu,nt. ~'Tere you influenced in any other manner tha.n that promise the. t 

you would be releaaed in ' threo months? 

A Yee. 

Q l'rha.t wis the.t inf'luenoe? 

A Jdr. Thon told me that 1r I would not admit, he would b& 

roroed to strike out the wordss 11 upon superior orders". 

Q Was !lnything el so said? 

A _ He told ms that there was no sense in denying, since he had 

enough witnesses, 

Q Did you know the route of march, described in your statemant, 

bofore boing questioned by the Prosecution, as deaorib8Cl. on orODI 

e:,ai.mination, when Sprenger oonfronted you and gavo you ";he route or 

maroh1 

A At that time I oould only remfl!Dber three townoi they were 

Sta.velot, Stoumont uxl LaOlebe. 
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Q Who supplied that in!'onna.tion for you? 

A Pfc. Sprenger. Sturmann Sprenger thon explained the pla.ces 

to me through which we had driven, and after that I could remember it 

'too. 
Q Now. you have testified on cross examination that you were 

at the front machine gun. Which side of th'3 vohiolo is that located
() 

on? 

A Tho f'ront ma.chine gun fa right in the middle o£ tho vehiolo. 

~ What is the amount of traverse for that machine gun? How 

fur oe..n that maohine gun bo tro.versod -- approximately how many 

degrees? 

A A little more than 46 degrees, maybe a little more thin 

45 degrees. 

Q Dtd you volunteer to go over a.nd tell the American authori--

ties about th& inoident a.t the Cross-Roo.de or did the .American authori-­

tioa pick you up and take you to Baden-Ela.den? 

PROSEC:UTIOII (CAPT. SJ!UMACKER} 1 I think it is imnaterisl ae 

to whether he volunteered or whether we went after him. 

lAW MF.UBER, The Court is interested in knolrin&• Objeotion 

overruled. 

DEFENSE (LT. COL. &JTTON) 1 Will t.he reporter pleaee repeat. 

'tho le.at que3tion? 

(Whneupon the report.er ree.d the last question by tho Dofonse) 

A No, they did not 0CX0e to me. I 118.S asked by Frenoh 

authorl ties whethsr I -was ready to repee.t the deoh.ration I had made 

before Amez:-ioa.n authorities in· Oernany, and I said I · would do so, and 

I obta.ined a pi,nnl.tto go to Ba.den Badon. 

,Q 'What did Mr. Thon sny, that you 1'1'01;1ld be free in throe 

months if you would admit everything a.s being the truth? 

A He did ,not use the word II .rree" 1 but he told me, "If yo1J 

admit everything, you oan be in Fra.noi, within three months". 
I 

(Boltz - ,Redirect.) 
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Q Now, did Altkrueger ieeue e.n Order to ehoot prisoners of r ' 

war bei'oro the 0rteneive1 

A In the morning of tho 16th or Deoembor. 

Q. Now, referring to the Bl leged inoident in Stoumont, did 

Altkrueger order you to go a.long with him and others to shoot tho 

threo Americans? 

A Yes, Altkrueger di~ order me to oome along, but he did 

not say to oomo aloni; in order to shoot thom, b8oause o.t that time 

I did not know yet what was going to happen to thoao Amoricana 

Q Did you go along with Altkrueger1 

A Yes. 

Q Did you shoot any or thoso priaonera1 

A No. 

DEFENSE (LT. COL. &JTTOU)i ?Jo further questions, your 

witness. 

RECROSS ElW!INA.TION 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPT, Sl!Ul!ACKER)a 

Q. l'i'hen that inoident ha.ppent1d, you ho.d ~en in stoWD.ont 

acuething over a day had you not, approximately a day1 

A It we.sn't quitfl e. do.y. 

q Well, you cot into Stournont on thfl morning or the 19.~ 

or Deo.snber, ~id you not? 

A Yeis. 

Q And thie he.ppenod e.rou?ld noon on the 20th, did it not1 

A No, it -.s in the morning. 

Q So it was 23 houra or 22 hours instead or a day, la that 

right! 

~ Prior to this incident, he.d you taken any or your wollil.dad 

11tatio11? 



STIPUL A TION, 

IT IS HEREBY STI.PULA TED AND AGREED by and between tbs attorneyt 

for the proaeoution snl the attorney& for the det·en.e: e , that upon the 

t rial of Rauptaoharfuebrer 

HEINZ BEll>EL, 2nd Pl. 11th Pz.Gr.Co .,III Bn.,i::nd Pz.Gr.Regt., 

L.S.S.J.H., an aoouaed, tbe folla..ing taot.16 will not be diaputed1 

1.) The said aoouaed ••• W0unded in hi8 neok •o• time 

in the afternoon of tna 17 December, 1944 at Lignueville. 

2.) The •aid aoouaed was evaouat:84 to the rear on 18 December, 

1944, at about 1000 hour• from Stavelot, Belgium and unt 

to Berlin to be b:,apite.lhed. 

D/J'J'ED 7 May, 1946. 

,d}'. -----s~':lJL~~ , (/ - .l!J.T 
CHIEF OOUNUL F'OR DEFENSB. 

(~1~/Pr 
CHIEF COUNSEL FOR PROSECUTION. 
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During the EIFXL Offenshe in December 1944, 1 was a Rottenfuehrer 
i n the 2nd platoon and 3rd Panzer Pi . Co ., lat Pi . Bn . ISSAH. tey Co . c~ 
mande r was Oberaturmfuehrer Franz BIEVltf6 and rrr;y pl a toon leader was Unter­
echartuehrer Max BEU'!Nllf . During this offensne I droTe the BPI' of Unter­
schartuehrer Max BEUrNER. 

I h OYe neTe r h E:aril of any order that prieonero ot war will not be 
taken et ther prior to the offenai·..a or while the ottenl!live was in progre .!!l s . 
It was my underi,tanding th at if prisoners would be made they would be treated 
in accordance "1th the ru l es of the OeneYA. Convention . I belieYe the often- r 
she started on 16 Dacember 1944. On the 2nd day of the offensive during the 
morning hours , we paesed through IDN5.FELD , an aifield that was to the left ot 
the roeO and BUEU.OOEN , where re gMeed up . After BUEll.INGEN , we dro·.-e crose­
country and through the woods and arri'Yed in the earl y afternoon houre at a 
large road crossing. Aft er W'3 bad turned to ) UI' left I eaw a pasture or field 
to the right of the road in which , according to my eatimation , abou t 60 dead 
American soldiers were lying . I do not know bow or why theee people had been 
shot . Pri or to our arriTaJ. at the ebon mentioned road cross i ng I did no t He 
any deed Ailerican ao l diera who lay hu~dled in a group. u,y SPW did not :sto:p at 
this road crossing . I did not see theH AmericM sol diers "hot nor did I :ps rti­
cipate in the s hooting oor did I bear any ehooting et t he crosaroade. 

Our company arrind in S'rotM>ND on 19 Deoember 1944 and stayed there 
about two days . Whether or not it wee two days I em not ab le to say with 
ce rtainl;y . During our s tay in S'l'OtD.DNT I did not ehoot nor fire at an, 
American prh onar s nor did I see enyone ehe shoot at A.i:ieric~ prieonere of 
war , 

I wae in LA OLEIZB from about 21 Daoeni>er to 23- 24 December 1944, and 
while t here I did no t eee how pr.iaoneris were eho t . I a l ~ did not see any 
who were shot or any that were abcu t to be ehot . 

From 16 December until the 24th of December 1944 I b elonged t o the 
aama BF# . Our SPW was armed wi t h a tripl e ..berrelled A.A. gun. I rey.selt waa 
armed with a machine pi:sto l and a Bel g i an AI'lt\Y pisto l . The peo:ple who rode 
in the SP# with me were as f ollows , 

Un terecha rtuehrer Max BEU'INER 
Unterscbartuehrer DICKlf.ANN 
Rot tenf ue hrer Max HAMMERER 
Rot tentuehrer Georg DEJBBmr 
Rot tenfuehrer HANKES or lloMenfuehrer SCHNEIDER 
S turmnann MOHIB11:IDDI 
S turmmann OOHI.m~rn 
Rottentuebrer Ernet OOUSCHMIDT 

Thia sta tement conailiting of 3 pegae was made Yo l un t ar ily by me , un­
influenc ed b:, f orce . duraes , t braate , or p romisee of any k ind . 

I :,wear before God that the atetement I haYe made here is true and I 
am prepared to repeat eam& under oath before any court of justice . 

Erns t oou:scmuur , Rotte ntuehrer 
JO M•roh 1946 , 

Sworn t o and subscribed before me t his 
,30th day of March 1946 at Schwabiech Hall , 
Germany. 
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