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CAMP DACHAU, GERMANY
1 July 1946
MORNING SESSION

(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 0830 hours.)

PRESIDENT: Take seats. The Court will dome to order,

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, let the record show
that all members of the Court, all members of the Prosecution,
with the exception of Lt Col Crawford, who is absent on business
of the Prosecution, and Captain Byrne, who has been excused by
verbal orders of the Commanding General, all members of the Defense,
with the exception of Dr. Wieland, who is absent on business of

the Defense, all the defendants and the Reporter are present.

If the Court please, there is a new Interpreter to be

sworn this morning.

(Whereupon Rudolph H, Schubert was sworn in as an
Interpreter in this case.)

DEFENSE COUNSEL: May it please the court, Lt Wahler of
the Defense Staff has a matter to present to the Court at this time.

LT WAHLER; May it please the Court, this is a matter
which involves one of the defendants who was represented by Dr.
Wieland, He has requested that I act as co-counsel in this matter
with him, He is not present this morning. In the record of May 23
a witness by the name of Hans Joachim Piper, at that tine he was
interrogated by the Prosecution and he was a prosecution witness.
His testimony was relative to certain incidents or certain individ-
uals who were accused of having participated at the cross roads
incident on 17 December. After his testimony in open Court he was
on cross examination, He vase interrogated by, I bellieve it was, Mr.
Strong and several other defense attorneys. He was then three or
four days later brought to the office of the defense counsel and

he was then interrogated by Dr. Wieland. A few days ago, later,

(Defense Motion) 2529
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namely on the morning of 24 June I left the court room and at that
time interrogated the prosecution witnees myself. His interrogatiom
was teken down by a stenographer and translated into English.

The interrogation thet was conducted by myself in the
presence of Dr. Wieland and the stenogrepher showed several severe
discrepancies between the testimony that was given In open court
on direct examination. In view of the discrepancies, before discloe-
ing them to the Court, this is a request that this witness be called
as a Court's witness so that the Defense will have the opportunity
of cross examining this witness as well as the prosecution.

As authority for the right of the Court to call the
witness as a Court's witness I would like to call the Court's
attention to Section 391 of Underhill's Criminal Evidence. The
paregraph deals with the right of the Court to present questions
to the witnese by the Court or by a jury. In the latter part of
the section this statement is made (reading):

", .whefle the Prosecution fears a witnees he may be

called by the Court and in such cese he is not a

witness for either, subject to exemination and

cross examination by both sides."

The several quotations are given, one from the Supreme Court from
the State of Illinois and one from the Supreme Court of Florida.

We contend that since this matter goes to the essence of
one of Prosecution's witnesses that the Defense should have the
right of cross examining this witness relative to the truth and
veracity of the statemente that he made before this Court.

That is all I have at this time.

PROSECUTION: If the court please, the Court's expression
is often not bound by the rules of other Courts of evidence. In
as much as the Defense had the opportunity to croes examine this
witness, not only onme of them but several of the defense counsel,
and there the witness maintained the story that he told us on direct

examination, I believe that the defense had ample opportunity to

(Defense Motion) 2530
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croes examine this witneee. And therefore now their request to
have him called as the Court's witness and the privilege of cross
examining him ie improper., Furthermore the defense wae given the
name of thie witness before he was called and they had ample
opportunity to interview him before he was called as a prosecution
witness.

LAW MEMBER: Is your purpose in making this motion at the

present time to keep 1t in line with the phase of your case dealing

with the crose examination?

LT WAHLER: That is correct, sir.

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, we do not disagree on
their right to call him as their own witnese., Their request to
have him called as the Court's witnese so that they can cross
examine him ie our only objection.

LT WAHLER: If the Court please, if thie witneses has com-
mitted perjury before this Court, it is certainly to the interest
of the Court to determine that factor. And in view of that I can
present the questions and answers that I presented to this witnese
in my own office. I will therefore make a tender of proof to this
Court relative to my interrogation which can be checked back with
the testimony of the witness on direction exemination in the record.
The Court after hearing that evidence can judge for itself whether
or not perjury has been committed before this Court,

LAW MEMBER: Rather than admit such tander of proof into
the record, the Law Member desires to study such tender of proof
and requests the Court to be closed in the meantime.

LT WAHLER: I can testify that the witnees was sworn
under oath, (Eanding papers to Court and to the Prosecution.)

PRESIDENT: The Court will be closed and the spectators
will remain in the court room.

(Whereupon the Court took a recess at 0847 hours.)

2591
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rt  returned e
Court is open; it

PROSECUTION: Do you vant me to } he regular an=
nowncenent?

PRESIDENT: I think if the court is open and closed,
it is not necessary.

LA iMBER: The Court requests that HANS JOACHIN PIPER
be recalled as the Court's witness merely for the purpose o enlighten-
ing the Court upon allsged discrepancies in his testimony.

ANS JOACHIN PIPSR, recalled, having been previously sworn,
togtified further through an interpreter as follows:

PRESTDENT: Remind the witness he is still under oathe

PROSECUTI The witness is reminded he is still under

onthe

EXANINATION BY THS COURT
LAV (EIBER: Are you the same Hans Joachim Piper who
has testified previously in this case, on behalf of the Prosecution?

A Yos.

Q You have been called bsfore the court as & courts' wit~
ness, to explain sowe of the alleged discrepancies in your testimony.

& Yos.

Q By that the Court meens a discrepancy or an alleged dis-
orepancy tetween the testimony which you offered here in the Court
snd on a sworn statemsnt whichyou made to Defense Cowunsel recentlye

A Yose

Then the Defense may examine hime
RECROSS EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (Lt Vahler):
Q That is yow namef
& Hans Joachim Piper.

Q Do you recall being interrogated by myself in the presence

(Piper - recross). 4
2
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That was the 25th of June?

Yes.

Do you recall tnat you vere sworn under oath at that

A Yese
Q At that time you were interrogated relative to the inei-

dent that ocourred at the oross roads on the 17th of December, is thet
correot?

Yeose

At that time you were asked:

"Did you ever stop at the oross roads?"

Yose

Do you remember the answer that you gave?

The first ansver?

DEFENSE CON: (Lt. Vahler): 111 you strike that, if
the Court pleases You were asked the question:

"Did you ever stop at the oross roads?"
And you gave the answer:
"We stopped before the oross roads."
Yos.
You were then asked: "How long did you park there?"
You gave the answer:
"Ten or fifteen minutes, approximately."
Yeose
You were then asked:
"oy far from the intersection did you stop?"
You gave the answer:

"At o distance of approximately two humdred meters.™

(Piper = recross)
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You were then asked:
"Question: That did you do then?

And you gave the ansver:

"o saw a detall of soldiers. Later vwe fired with the
ocannons. Vo moved on in the direction of the intersec-
tion. If we gtopped once more at the cross roads, I
do not lnow any more. I saw prisoners of wer standing
in a fieid."

You were then asked:

"fhere was your tanlk when you first saw the prisonsrs
of war?and you

And you gave the ansver:

"In the middle of the street?"

Is that correct?

Yose

You were tnen msked:

"did you drive in the direction of the prisoners of war?™
And you gave the ansvwer:

"Yega ™

Is thet correct?

Yose

You ware then asked;

"fhere was your vehicle atanding there?™
And you gave the answer:

"In the middle of the street. Christ came from the front.
His vehicle also stopped in the middle of the strest."

Is that correct?

No, T didn't say thats Not about the vehicle.
You were than asked the questionms

"lere you able to recognize Christ?"

And you gave the answer:

"oy 100%."

Yes.

(Piper - recross)




Is that correct?

Yos.

You were then asked the question:

"How long was your vehiols standing thers?"
You gave the answer:

"Four or five minutes."

Is that correoct?

Yos e

You vere thon asked ths quastion:

"During the time the vehicle was parking, what did
Rehagel do?"

You gave answer:

"Rehagel left the vehicle."

Is that correct?

Yeos.

You wers then ssksd the question:
"Vhere did Rehagel go?

The answer:

"He went in the direction of Engelsdorfa"
Is that correct?

Yose

You were then asked:

"Did you see him returnt"

You gave the ansver:

"Yesa"

Is that corresct?

Yese

"How long had you been there?"
You gave the answer®q
"Approximately as long as we parked there."
Is that correct?

Yese

You were then asked:

(Fiper - recross).




Rehagel do after he had returned

® drove to Engelsdorf. He talked to a leader."
Youwere then asked--is that correot?
No.
You were then asked:
",

Do you lmow what they were talking about?"

And you gave ths answer:

as that correct?
Yos,

You were then aslad:
"Was Foch there?"

Yos.

And you said:

"Yes "

Yeou were then asked:

"Did Koch ride in your tmk, or in which one?"
You said:

"Koeh was a commander and had his own tenk."
Is that correct?

Cormander? Yes.

You were than asked: the questions

"Is it not true that he fired upon prisoners of war with
his machine gwn out of the turret?"

Then you gave the answer:

"I did not see it myself, but it miznt be vossible, since
I haard some machine guns firing at that time."

Is that correct?

No, I saw that myself, that he shote

You were than msked:the quastion:

"Do you still remember the question, roferring to the
record dated lay 23, Do you Imow what Rehagel did when
% cams back to his tamit"

You ansversd:

(Piper - recross)




you racall testifying to making that statement on di-
examination bafors this court on the 28d of lay? Strike that oute

Do you remsmber being askad that question before this court on the 23rd?

And did you give this answer:

turrel of his tanl and fired upon the
with his machine gun."

You were then asked the que

' 1

& that true?
By myself.
I gave the answer, but it is not correct.
PROSSOUTION: If the court pleass, I helieve the questions
and ansvers should be given without this witness baing allowed to mswver

azain. I think he is reading from the record questions and answers?

DSTENSE COWSEL (Lt. Vahlar): Corroct. You gave the

"I do not know any more."
tehagel did not fire.
Q Did you give this answer when I interrogatsd you on the

morning of the 26th of June, the answer be ing?

"I do not know sny rore."

Did you give that answer when T interrogated you?

Tosa

You wers then aslked the question:

"Did you personally see Rehagel firing upon the prisonecrs
of war?"

And you gave the answer:

"I did not see it personally but I heard it from the
direction where tho mchine gun was firing."

Do you remember maling thai statoment?

(Piper - recross) 2537
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And ye
"Yas."

Is that corract?

o8+

You were then asked the question:
"Did you sse Rehagel firing!"
You gave the ansvwer?

"I did not ses it personally; I was in the tank
)

was standing in front of me.

Is that true?

Christ?

i1l you read the answer back again?

(Vhereupen the question and mswer was read by the
reportar. )

Christ came from the front.

ell, is that answer correct, or not?

Yes, it is corrects

Then you were asled ths question:

"Did you hear Rehagel's machine gun firing?"

And you gave tho answer:

"I don't Imow quite exactly whether it was our owm or

another one."

Yas.

Did you maks that statement?
Yesa

Then you were asked tha question:

"Then you do not know whethar Rehagel actually did fire

or not?"

And you gave the answer:

"In Schwaibisch Hall somebody told me that Rehagel had said
that, that I had fired."

Is that corrsct?

(Piper = racross} Zﬁeﬁ
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Yes.
You were then asked tha qusstion:

"Was the reason for your stating that Rehagel had

shot, bacauss Rehagel had stated you had fired?"
noe

You zave the answer M™io", is that correct?

Yes.

You were then asked the question:

"VWhy, at your first interrogation, did you testify
that Rehagol had fired at the prisonars of wert"

And you gave the answer:

"I said that, because I was under prossure.”

Yose
You vers thon asked:

"If I ask you whether you told the truth in your first
staterent, what is your answer to that?

I did not say the truth.

You pave the answer:

"I do not know it exactly any mora."

Is that correct? Is that the answer you gave at that time?

Yos.

You vere then asked the question:

"Do you remember Mr. Strong asking you the quastions and

you giving the enswers as following: '¥ho fired?Rehageld

and Koohs' 1Is that truet"

You gave the answer: "Koch fired."

Is that true?

Yose

PROSECUTION: (Capte Shumacker): If the Court please, so
the record will not be ambiguous, 1t is not clear to the Pruseeution,.
at loast, when Defonse Cownsel asks the question: "Is that correcty"
whother he means are thse facts true, or is it corract that this wes

your answer when intarrogated by Defonse Counsel.

(Fiper - racross)e
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DEFENSE CO'NSEL (Lt. Wehler): If tha Court plesse,

1 will state at this time vhen I msk witness the questions "Is it

true that you gave that ensver, I am merely asking you whether you

gave that answer at the time I interropatad you. Now do you wnderstand

tha 17

asked itt"

were then asked ths question:

"Is it trve that Rehagel fired too?"

And you gave the answer:

"I cannot say it for sura."

Is that true? Is that the answer that you gave?

Yos.

You were then asked tho qusstion:
asked you the question: 'You have just stated
Rehagel, Koch and Brandt firing. In the

court room you snsvered: 'Yas'. Is this answer true or

not?

You gave the answer:

"Concerning Koch and Brandt, yese

Is that answer correct?

No, that is not correcte.

Is that the ansver that you gave when he intsrrorated you?

I said, partly.

You were then asked the question:

"And what about Rehagel.”

And did you make ths following answery when he interrogated

"I do not Imow it for sure, and I did not see it quite
oxactly either.

Did you make that ansver to me when I interrogated you?
1 didn'g say, I meraly shrugged my shoulders.
You were then asked the question:

"Did you understaad this qusstion at the time you were

(Piper = reoross)e 2540
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Yosa
t the answer you gave me?

Tos.

You were then asksd the question:

“Did you also wderstand the question containing the
word "see"?"

And did you make the following enswer to me:

"Yos "

Did you say "we"?

2 Read that qu stion back to him again. lr. Rosenstock,

will you read that question back to him again?

(Whereupon the question was read by the Iterpreter).

And you gave the answer

"Yos".

Is that correct?

1don't remember thats

You vers then asked the question:

"Is that the truth?"

And did you give the ansver:

"Partly."

Yos.

You were then askad the question:

"And which part is trus?"

4nd did you give the answer:

"Koch and Brandt‘"-

Yos.

You were then a sked the quastion:

"It is not trve, that Rehagel fired?"

And did you give the answer:

"I cannot say it with 100% certainty that Reharel

did shoot, and I camnot say with 100& certainty either

that he did not shoot."

Yos.

2541
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Did yo
Yans
You were then asked the question:
"Do you wnderstand the German language?"
And did you give the answer:
"Yes "
Yeos.
You were then asked tha qustiont
"Now I ask you, did you see Rehagel firingt"
Did you give the answer:
"I cannot say it for sure.
Did you give that snswer?
Yeos,
You were then askad the question:
"Did you see yourself Rehagel firing?
And didyou give the ansver:
"I did not see it myself."
Did you give that answer?
4 Yos.
Q You were then asked the question:
"Did you talk to anybody--
LAW MEMBZR: At that point, from here on, there is no dis-
orepancy, so far as I can ses, and there is no use taking up any time,
DSFENSE COWSEL: (Lt. Vahler): Yes. Do you recall be-
ing asked on direct examination--
LAY MIVREER: Before the Courte
IEFENSE COWNSEL (Lt. Wahlar): Befors this court on the
23rd of May the following quastion:

"Vas Rohapel in the tank when it stoppad at the cross-
roads?"

énd you gave the answer:

"At first he wes in the tank."

Do you recall that?

A Yos. 2542
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and you gave ths followin

PROSECUTION: 111 you 811 m what page you ars reading

85 COWNSEL (Lt. Vahler): I em reading from page
Rgoords Vere you msknd tho following question:

"Do you Inoyw, or do you remember, what Rehagel did after
he returnad to tha tan)k?"

And you gave the following answer:

"Rehagsl moimtsed into the turrel amd fired with a machine
gw on prisoners of war."

Do you remenber testifyin that before this court?
A I testified that after Rehagel got back here he first
talked to an officer.
Q Do you ramember being asked that question end giving that
answer before this cowrt on the 23rd of lay?
LAW BiR: He can ba given tho racord to refresh his
1eTOrY
DESFUNSE COWSEL (Lt. Yahler): @11, this is the records
Do you read Lnglish?
A No, sir.
Q o you remember being aeked that question and did you
give that answert
(fhereupon the question and answer were read by the
interpreter.)
A I don't remember thate I just gave him the answer as I
gava it bafora.
Q Did you see Rehagel firing?
A No, I did not see it.

DEFINSE COWSEL (Lt. VWahler): I think that is alle

( Piper - reoross).
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Tk #301-8R-7/1-1

CROSS EX
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION:

Q Piper, you remember two or three days before
you testified in this court as a Prosecution witness, that
I talked to you in my office just outside this courtroom?

A Yes, I remember that.

Q And you remember that not once, but two or
three times, I told you that I wanted you to testify
nothing but the truth, either on direct examination or on
cross examination?

A Yes, I remerber that.

Q Do you remember that T told you that the most

important thing for you to remember was that you must tell
the truth?

A I don't remember that exactly.

Q And you remember that there was at least a
guard and an interpreter in the room when you talked to me?

A Yes.

Q Did I threaten you in any way while I was
discussing this case with you?

A Not threatened, —-

Q What did I say to you?

A -- However, I remained silent for that reason
because when I was first interrogated by Captain Shumacker
concerning the issuance of orders and when I was asked
whether I had heard that somebody had been beaten, I said
I heard that somebody was beaten. After tnat matter the
interpreter came on out and said to me, "Piper, for your

future everything is okay."

(Piper-Cross)
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Q That was before I talked to you, however,
was it not?
A Yes.

Q Several days before I talked to you, was it

A More than a week, probably.

Q And is it not a fact that you did not volunteer
to talk to the Defense, that they called you after you had
testified as a Prosecution witness?

A I knew exactly that the Defense would call me
because all the comrades were called,

Q But you did not ask the Defense to call you,
did you?

A The second time, yes.

Q I am talking about the first time,

A The first time, no.

LAV MEMBER: Without going any further in
this examination, let the Court ask this question of both
the Defense and the Prosecution: So far, the Court can
see only one slight discrepancy in the testimony, whether
or not Rehagel fired, which the witness said before the
Court in his direct examination on May 23rd and which he
is not quite sure of now, Is that the only discrepancy?

LT. WAHLER: The question is whether he saw

Rehagel fire. That is the only contention. /

LAW MEMBER: Very well, the Court will take

notice of that situation without going into it any further,
By the Court: Were you Rehagel's tank driver?
THE WITNESS: No.

(Piper-Cross)
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Did you have some further
questions?
LIEUTENANT WAHLER: Just one minute.
PROSECUTION: If the Court please, I would
like to ask at least one more question of this witness.
LAW BER:  If it has to do with whether he
was in the tank, we will find that out.

PROSECUTION: That is what I was going to ask

LIEUTENANT WAHLER: One other discrepancy that
was called to my attention was relative to the identification
of Christ.

EXAMINATION BY THE COURT
QUESTIONS BY LAW MEMBER:

Q Was Rehagel in your tank at this time, at the
crossroads?

A At first, yes; then he got out.

Q Did you see Christ at the crossroads?

A I cannot say with 100 percent certainty any
more. It might be a mistaken identity with 1st Lieutenant
Kremser.

Q What time was this?

About noon; I can't give the exact time.

A
Q Were you in the tank which Rehagel commanded?
A

Yes.

Q During the time when you saw German machine
guns firing on the American priscners, was there a machine
gun in your tank firing?

A No.

Q Was Rohagel in your tank at the time you heard

these machine guns firing?

2546
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Yes.

PRESIDENT: Any other questions?

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, we would
1like to go a little bit into this story about the investi-
gation made by the Defense after this witness testified as
a Prosecution witness. I think that is relevant and has
some value.

LIEUTENANT WAH : We would also like to go
into the question as to why the witness made these state-
ments on direct examination and what was the inducement for
it.

LAW MEMBER: How do you mean, on direct examina-
tion by the Court?

LIEUTENANT WAHLER: No, no, on direct examination
on the 23rd of May, —- why the inconsistencies in his state-
ment then and the inconsistencies now.

LAW MEMBER: The Court has looked into the
matter rather thoroughly and unless there is something you
think the Court should know, I do not think it is necessary.
I think it is obvious to the Court, and since the Gourt is
not sitting as a jury, it is quite obvious. It is also

obvious to the Court that the witness was examined by the

Defense after he had appeared here as a Prosecution witness.

The Court will take that into consideration.
PRESIDENT: Any other questions? Apparently
not, The witness is excused.
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from

the courtroom,)

(Piper-Court)




#301-8R-7/1-5 EFENSE COUNSEL: Defense recalls as its
next witness, Oskar Maurer. Dp. Hertkorn, on behalf of
the Defense, will conduct the direct examination.

OSKAR MAURER, a witness called by the Defense,
having been previously duly sworn, resumed the stand
and testified further through an interpreter as follows.
(Whereupon the questions, answers and other pro-
ceedings were interpreted to the German counsel and the
accused.)
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (DR. HERTKORN):
Q Maurer, you have appeared as a Defense witness
here before, have you not?
A Yos.
Q Do you remember being questioned about Honsfeld
in your last interview?
A Yes.
Q Wnich tank was driving in front of you when
you left Honsfeld?
A The C.0.'s Panzer.
In which direction did you leave Honsfeld?
West.
What was the next t omn you reached?
Buellingen.
< About how long did it take you to go from
Honsfeld to Buellingen?
A About one hour.

Avout when did you reach Byellingen?

Q
A It might have been about 1400 hours.
Q

On your march from Honsfeld to Buellingen,

did you stop anywhere?
(Maurer- Radirect) 25

48




Tk #301-5R-7/1-6

We were attacked by aircraft and we were also
carryiog infantry who mounted and dismounted the vehicles
constantly.

Q Did you see your Company Commander, 1st
Lieutenant Christ during that march?

A Yes.

Q Where was he?

A He was in the turret of his tank and directed

Q Was the porthole in the turret open or closed?

A The porthole in the turret was open and the
body of 1st Lieutenant Christ was sticking out to the chest.

Q Where were you sitting while you observed your
C.0. in that manner?

I was in the turret myself and directed the

Was your turret hole open or closed?

A The turret hole was open.

Q Did you look outside the porthole with the
upper part of your body sticking out?

A Yes.

Q Just about how long did your company stop in
Buellingen?

A We stopped in Buellingen only because of an
air attack. We used this halt in order to refuel,

Q How much time, == how many minutes did you,
in your opinion, use in that halt?

(Maurer- Redirect)
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It might have been 15 minutes.
DEFENSE COUNSEL: You may cross examine.
CAPTATN SHUMACKER: No cross examination.
PRESIIENT: Any questions by the Court?
Apparently none. The witness is excused.
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew
from the courtroom.)
DEFENSE COUNSEL: Defense recalls as its
next witness, Horst Vollprecht. Dr. Hertkorn, on behalf
of the Defense, will conduct the redirect examination.
HORST VOLLPRECHT, a witness recalled by the Dgfense,
having been previously duly sworn, resumed the stand and
testified further through an interpreter as follows:
(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceed-
ings were interpreted to the German counsel and the accused.)
PROSECUTION: The witness is reminded he is
8ti1l under oath.
THE WITNESS: Yes.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (DR. HERTKORN)s
Q Vollprecht, have you been interrogated here as
a Defense witness previously?
A Yes.
Q Do you remember testifying about Honsfeld while
on the witness stand last?

I was not questioned about Honsfeld yet.

In Honsfeld.

A
Q here were you about ncon on the 17th of Dgcember?
A
Q

Do you remember when ycu left Honsfeld?

(Vollprecht-Redirect)
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Q Did you observe any combat activity, artillery
barrage, or anything else while leaving Honsfeld?

A The artillery was active and we were attacked
by aircraft.

Q In what direction did you leave Honsfeld?

A Towards Buellingen.

Q About how long did it take you to go from
Honsfeld to Byellingen?

A It might have taken about one hour.

Q Why did it take so long for this relatively
short distance?

A We were carrying infantry and due to the
constant air attacks, these infantrymen had to mount and
dismount constantly in order to go under cover again.

Q Do you remember which tank was in front of
you in this march from Honsfeld to Buellingen?

A Yes, the tank of 1st Lieutenant Christ.

Dig you see lst Lieutenant Christ yourself?

A Yes, I saw 1st Lieutenant Christ looking out
from his turret with the upper part of his body in view.

Q What were your military duties in your tank?

A I was tank driver.

Q "hat did the company do in Buellingen?

A Part of the company refueled in Byellingen.

Q About when do you estimate that you reached
Buellingen?

A Tt might have been about two O'clock.

Q About how long did you stay in Buellingen?

(Vollprecht-Redirect)
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A We refueld and that might have taken about
10 or 15 minutes.

Q “id you see your Company Commander in
Buellingen?

A In Byellingen, the last time I saw him was
next to the tank. He then drove ahead because we spent
some more time refueling. We later caught up with him
again,

Q Where did you catch up with Christ again?

A We caught up with 1st Lieutenant Christ about
1500 meters outside of Byellingen.

DR. HERTKORN: Tyhat is all.
RECROSS EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPTAIN SHUMACKER):
Q Who was your tank commander?
2nd Lieutenant Koch,
Who sat next to you in the tank?
The radio operator, Sergeani Aumer,
Where did Koch sit or stand?
Koch was standing in the turret at that time,
Where were the other members of your crew
sitting or standing?

A At their positions,

Q Where are their positions in the tank?

A The first gunner below the command in the
tower, the assistant gunner on the right side of the turret,
the driver out front to the left and the radio operator out
front to the right,

Q As T understand it then, you and the radio

(Vollprecht-Recross )
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the tank, Koch, stood in the turret, and the gunnsr and
assistant gunner sat in the tower below the tank commander,
is that right?

A Yes, the positions are correct but for a while,
the assistant first gunner instructed me while 1lst Lieutenant
Koch was standing in the tower,

Q At what point was that that you were instructed
by the fifist gunner?

A He conducted me for a distance in Honsfeld
and then another distance near Thirimonte

Q You are talking about Maurer, M-a-u-r-g-r?

You are talking about the man who just left the witness
stand?

A Maurer, yes, he was the gunner.

Q Vollprecht, you volunteered for the 88 in

1943 from the Adr Force, did you not?

A Yes.

CAPTATN SHUMACKER: That is alle

PRESIDENT: Any further questions by the
Defense?

DR, HERTKORN: One correction here. The
question has come up as to where Koch was standing after
Maurer was directing the tank. The witness Vollprecht
stated that 2nd Lieutenant Koch was outside the turret on
the tank, while I think in the translation it appeared as
if 2nd Lieutenant Koch was in the turret also,

PROSECUTION: I suggest we ask the witness

over again.

(Vollprecht~Recross )
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LAW MEMBER: Yes, ask it over again, be-
cause that was the Court's impression.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (DR. HERTKORN):

Q Vollprecht, do you know where 2nd Lieutenant
Koch was at the time the tank was being directed by
Maurer?

A Yes, he was immediately behind the turret
in the motor room.

Q Inside or outside the turret?

A Outside the turret.

Q One other question: Was Koch inside or
outside the motor room?

A He was standing on top of the motor room.
He was warming his feet there.

RECROSS EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPTAIN SHUMACKER):

Q You were the driver of this tank, is that
right, Vollprecht?

A Yes.

Q And from youwr position you could see Koch
sitting on top of the motor compartment in back of the
turret, warming his feet, is that right?

A He told me before he left the turret that
Maurer would be directing me from now on and that he
would be going there to warm his feet.

Q So you are not testifying to what you saw,

are you?

A No, that is only what 2nd Lieutenant Koch

(Vollprecht-Recroas)
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Q Did you see him leave the turret?
A No, I couldn't see that from my position.

Q You do not lmow that he ever left the turret,

Yes, I do know that.,

Did you see him leave?

No.

Did you see him come back?

I recognized the voice when Lieutenant Koch
was directing me again.

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Nothing further.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (DR, HERTKORN):

Q Vollprecht, is it possible that two men can
be in a turret at the same time, that is, Koch and Maurer
together?

A Yes, that is possible. Maurer would have had
to be at his aiding machine at the time and Koch standing
in the turret.

DR, HERTKORN: That is all.
DEFENSE COUNSEL: Nothing further,
EXAMINATION BY THE COURT
QUESTIONS BY LAW MEMBER:

Q You say that it might have been about noon
when you were in Byellingen. Will you fix that time more
definitely?

A I cannot fix the time any further because I

didn't loock at my watch but some tanks were knocked out

(Vollprecht-Court)
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about noon, the tanks of Kritzler and Pyblick.

Q What time did you leave Buellingen, going
in the general direction of the crossroads? =

A We left Byellingen about two o'clock.

PRESIIENT: Any other questions by the Court?

Apparently none. The witness is excused.

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from
the courtroom.)

PRESITENT: Court will recess until 1035 hours.

(Whereupon at 1005 hours Court recessed until 1035

hours.)
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(Whereupon Court reconvened at 1035 hours.)

PRESIDENT: Take seats, Court will come to

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, let the
record show that all the members of the Court, all the
members of the Prosecution, with the exception of
Lieutenant Colonel Crawford, who is absent on business
of the Prosecution, and Captain Byrne, who has been ex-
cused by verbal orders of the Commanding General, all
the members of the Defense, with the exception of Mr.
Strong, Mr. Walters, Lieutenant Wahler and Dr. Wieland,
who are absent on business of the Defense, all the de-
fendants, and the® reporter are present.

DEFENSE COUNSEL: The Defense recalls as its
next witness, Oskar Maurer. Dr. Hertkorn, on behalf of the
Defense, desires to ask an additional question.

OSKAR MAURER, a witness recalled by the Defense,
having been previously duly sworn, resumed the stand and

testified further through an interpreter as follows:

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings

were interpreted to the German counsel and the accused.)
PROSECUTION: The witness is reminded he is
81111 under oath.
REDIRECT MXAMINATION

QUESTIONS BY DR, HERTKORN:

Q Maurer, one question. What was the location
of Untersturmfuehrer Koch while you directed the tank?

A He was on top of the motor compartment behind

the turret.

(Maurer-Redirect)
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Where is the motor compartment?
l‘!ehind the turret,
PROSECUTION: No recross examination.
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court?
Apparently none. The witness is excused.
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew
from the courtroom.)

ENSE COUNSEL: Defense calls as its next
witness, Miles W. Rulien. Lieutenant Colonel Sutton, on
behalf of the Defense, will conduct the direct examination.

MILES W. RULIEN, a witness called by the Defense,
after being first duly sworn, testified through an in-
terpreter as follows:

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings
were interpreted to the German counsel and the accused.)

DIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (LT. COL. SUTTON):
Q State your full name to the court.

My name is Miles William Rulien,.

I am with War Crimes Branch, U.S. Army.

A
Q What is your present assignment?
A
Q

Are you also connected with the defense of

the Malmedy case?

A I have been assigned to the Defense now for
about five weeks.

Q What is your civilian profession?

A I was a lawyer.

< How long were you in the practice of law?

A

16 years.

(Rulien-Direct)
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A I have a Bachelors and Juris Doctor Degrees
from Northwestern University.

Q In the course of your business, did you have
occasion to visit the town of Byellingen?

A I was, on the 26th of June, last month.

Q W11l you tell us approximately the population
of the town of Byellingen?

A I would say about 300,

Q Approximately how many houses are in that town?

A Oh, 30 to 0.

LT. COL. SUTTON: I hand the reporter Defense

Exhibit Number 6 and ask that it be marked as such for

identification.

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked

Defense Exhibit D-6 for identification by the

reporter.)
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (LT, COL. SUTTON):

Q I hand the witness Defense Exhibit D-6 for
identification and ask him if he can identify it?

A I can,

Q %hat is that paper?

A That is a statement of the Mayor of what is
now called Bullange relative to certain vital statistics
records.

Q Were you present when that certificate was
I was.
Did you witness 1t?

(Rulien-Direct)
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LT. COL. SUTTCN: The Defense offers Exhibit
D-6 in evidence.

PROSECUTION: No objection.

PRESIIENT: There being no objection, the
exhibit offered by the Defense is accepted in evidence
and will be marked Exhibit D-6.

Whereapon the document referred to, having been
meviously marked Defense Exhibit D-6, was received
in evidence, is attached hereto and made a part
hereof.)

LT. COL. SUTTON: Defense offers an English
translation of Exhibit D-6 and asks that it be marked
Defense Exhibit D-6-A and that it be received in evidence.

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked
Defense Exhibit D-6-A for identification by the
reporter.)

PROSECUTION: No objection.

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the
exhibit of fered by the Defense is accepted in evidence
and will be marked Exhibit D-6-A.

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been
previously marked Defense Exhibit D-6-A, was received
in evidence, is attached hereto and made a part
hereof. )

LT, COL., SUTTON: It is requested that permission
be given by the Court to read this in evidence.

PRESIDENT: Granted.

(Whereupon Lt. Col. Sutton proceeded to read Defense

Exhibit D-6-A as follows:

(Rulien-Direct) 25b0




"Province of Ljege
District of Verviers Bullange, dJune 26, 1946.

Community of
Bullange
Certificate.

I, the undersigned, burgomaster and registrar of
the commnity of Byellingen certify herewith that Erna
Colias from Hon:feld was found without showing signs of
life in our community 'Luchenborn' on May 28, 1945.

There is likewise certified that Mrs. Anton Jousten,
nee Katharina Thies, died in Byellingen on December 18,
194k,

No other similar case of death with an unlnom cause
of death is entered in the lists of the registrar's office
of our community.

The registrar:

(seal) /s/ Schulzen

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 26th day of June 1946.
/5/ Miles W. Rulien
/t/ Miles W. Rulien, P-5,
I, Pfc JAGQUES Y. DELANGRE, ASN 1061002l, being first
duly sworn, state: Thd I truly translated the oath admini-
stered by Miles W. Rulien, P-5, to Schultzen, and that

thereupon he made and subscribed the foregoing statement in
his own handwriting in my presence.

(Whereupon the statement was/;éage)lﬁnq:ig.gemn language.)
LT, COL. SUTTON: I hand the reporter a

document and request that it be marked Defense Exhibit

D-7 for identification.
(Whereupon the document referred to was marked
Defense Exhibit D=7 for identification by the
reporter. )

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (LT. COL. SUTTON):
Q I hand the wiltness a document marked Defense

Exhibit D-T for identification and a sk him if he can identify

(Rulien-Direct)
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I can.
What is 1t?
A This is the sworn statement of Anton Jonsten
relative to the death of his wife, Katharina, with alter-
ations made by him in his handwriting and initialed.

Q Did you witness the signature of that docu-

I did.

LT. COL. SUTTON: The Defense offers in
evidence Exhibit D-7.

PRESIDENT: Is there arny objection by the
Prosecution?

PROSECUTION: No objection.

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the
exhibit offered by the Defense is accepted in evidence
and will be marked Exhibit D=7,

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been
previously marked Defense Exhibit D-7, was received
in evidence, is attached hereto and made a part
hereof. )

LT, COL. SUTTON: Permission is requested of
the Court to read Exhibit D-7 in evidence.

PRESIDENT: Granted.

(Whereupon Lt. Cols Sytton proceeded to read

Defense Exhibit D-7 as follows: Bullingen, Bullange,Belgium
June 26, 1916
"I, Anton Jonsten, being first duly sworn,
on my oath aver: That I am a resident of Buellingen
or Bullange, Delgium, that my wife, Katharina Jonsten
was killed by fire from American artillery on the 16th
or 17th of December 194k, that my aforesaid wife was

(Rulien-Direct) 2502
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outside the house when so slain, that she was killed
while in the line of fire of the American Aptillery

as aforesaid, that she was outside the house while on
the road while fleeing from the combat; that around the
body were marks and signs that showed that she wa:
killed by the explosion of a grenade.

further affiant sayeth not.
(signed) Anton Jonsten

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 26th day of June
1946,

(signed) MILES W. RULIEN
Miles W. Rulien, P-5

I, Pfc Jacques Y. Delange, ASN 1061002}, being
first duly sworn, state: that 1 truly translated the
oath administered by Miles W, Rulien, P-5, to Anton
Jonsten and that thereupon he made and subscribed the
foregoing statement in his own handwriting in my
presence.

(signed) Jacques Y. Delangre
PFC Jacques Y. Dglangre
1061002l

I, Pfc Jacques Y. Dglangre, ASN 1061002, being first
duly sworn, state that the foregoing is a true and correct
translation of the sworn testimony of Anton Jonsten at
Buellingen or Bullange on the 26th day of June 1946, to the
best of my ability.

(signed) Jacques Y. Delangre
PFC Jacques Y. Delangre
10610024"
(Whereupon the document was read in the German language.)
LAW MEMBER: There is a question about the
translation of the word "grenade," Will you lock at it
again, Mr. Rosenstock? Does it mean shell?
INTERPRETER ROSENSTOCK? It says "explosion
of the grenade" in English.
LT. COL. SUTTON: If the Court please, it
says "grenade" in Fpglish and also "American Artillery."
The words "American artillery" were written in and

initialed by the person signing this document.

(Rulien-Direct)
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QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (LT. COL. SUTTON):

Q Nas this investigation made in connection
with any particular defendant in this case’

A Yes, it was.

Q What is his name?

A I am trying to remember. I think I have
only heard it a couple of times,.

Q I hand you Exhibit P-57, and ask you to look
at it and see if that will refresh your memory.

Rieder, yes, that is the name.

What is the first name?

Max.

Will you look at Exhibit B ofP-577

Yes.

Is house number l on the sketch the home of
Anton Jonsten, the house of the deceased woman?

A It is not.

Q By “the words "deceased woman" it is meant the
woman whose name has been mentioned in one of the papers
offered in evidence.

A 8o I understand.

Is Mr. Jonsten's house shown on that sketch?

Q
A No, it is not.
Q

Where is Mr. Jonsten's house with relation
to house number 4 indicated on Exhibit B of P-577
A It would be further up in the direction of the
arrow points, turn left and about 300 feet the last house
on the right.

Q Did you have occasion to go into the house
(Rulien-Dirent)
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of the deceased Jonsten?

A I did.

Q What parts of that house did you examine,
if any?

A I was in the entrance hall and the kitchen
and T had a good view of the dining room.

Q Directing your attention to Eixhibit C of
Prosecution Exhibit P-57, I ask you if that is a correct
and accurate drawing of that house?

A It is note

Q In what respects does that differ from the

A The house that I entered, the hallway did
not go all the way through. At the end of the hall there was
a door that led into the kitchen,

Q Was that the house of Mr. Jonsten?

A Yes.

Q Did Mr, Apton Jonsten show you the place where
the body of his wife was found?

A He did.

Q Did you take photographs of that location?

A I dide

Q Can you describe the place where the body

was found as told you by Mr. Jonsten?

A About 50 feet from the house toward the towm,

going toward the tovm on the lefthand side of the road,
the same side of the house, on the shoulder of the road
right at the foot of about a six-foot embankment.

Q What is the population of that town of Byellingen?

(Rulien-Direct)
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Ch, about 250 or 300.
And the number of houses, appraximately?
30 to L0.
LT, COL. SUTTON: You may inquire.
PROSECUTION: No cross examination.
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court?
CXAMINATION BY T
QUESTICNS BY LAW MEMBER:
Q Do you know if Mr. Jonsten on the 26th of
June 1946 was residing in the same house as he resided in
on the 18th of Dgcember 19L4?
A He told me he was.,
Qe Did you find out whether or not there had

been any change in the physical condition of his house

between those two days?

A I asked him the question and he said no.

Q In Defense Exhibit D-6-A, the following
words are in the first paragraph: "Without showing signs
of 1ife in our commnity 'Luchenborn' on May 28th, 19L5"
What does "Luchenborn" mean?

A I don't know.

PRESIDENT: Any other questions? Apparently

not. The witness is excuseds




STIONS BY THE COURT (LAW MEMBER) CONT'D,):

Q Before the witness leaves the stand, do you know whether
or not this town of Luchenborn is a district or town outside of
Buellingen, apart of Buellingen?

A May the Court exouse my previous answer, If Luchenborn
is the town or district mentioned in the death of the first woman
on that statement, it is a small village, as I understand it, cone
nected with & larger town for administrative purposes

Q Did you see that village while you were in Buellingen?

A No, I did not,

How far is it from Buellingen?
.

I understand two ar three kilometerss
Do you know the general direction from Buellingen?
My only knowledge is negatives I didn't come through it
from -- coming from Malmedy.
FRESIDENT: Any other questions by the Court?
PROSECUTION: If the Court please, we would like to ask
one question,
PRESIDENT: Go aheads
CROSS EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION:
Q Mr. Rulien, you observed a lot of destruction in Buellingen
from various kinds of warfare?
A Yes, I did,
PROSECUTION: That is all,
DEFENSE (LT. COL. SUTTON): May it please the Court, I would
like to ask ons more question,
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (LT. COL. SUTTON) s
Q Did the official who signed this statement have the vital
(Rulien - Redirect)




statistios -- was he charged with the responsibility of maintaining
vital statistios for the town of Budlingen?
A Yese

PRESIDENT: Any other questions? Apparently none, the wit-
ness is excused.

(Whereupon the excused witnoss withdrew.)

DEFENSE: The Dofense calls as its next witness, Walter
Landfried. Dr. Lsiling, on behalf of the Defense, will conduct the
direct examiration.

May 1t pleass the Court, this witness is still in the hospi-
tal, and he will be recalled at a later dates The Defense calls in
place of Walter Landfried, Rudolf Zimmerman. Dr. leiling, on behalf
of the Defense, will conduct the direct examination.

RUDOLF ZIMMERMAN, called as & witmess for the Defense, being
first duly sworn, testified through an interpreter as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (DR. LEILING):

Q Vihat is your name?

A Zinmerman,

Q First name?

A Rudolf.

Q Are you the same Rudolf Zimmerman who has already testified
in thie case?

A Yes.

] Were you a member of the German armed forces in December

Yese
What unit?
1st Panzor Regiment, Headquarters Company, Communications
Platoon.
Q Whet was your firal rank?
(Ruiolf Zimmermen - Direot)
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Sturmenn (Pfe.).

Yid you see the accused Gruhle on 17 Decembsr 19447

Cept. Gruhle drove past us about 15 kilometers west
Buellingen, on a dirt road,

Could you identify Gruhle if you were to see him now?

Yes.

Look at the acoused and see if he is there.

Yes, No. 19.

What happened when you saw Gruhle on this dirt road?

A My Commander, Oberscharfuehrer Diener stopped Capt. Gruhle
and gave him a radio message. Capt. Gruhle returned the enswer with
his signatures

Q When did that happen?

A It was botween 1430 and 1600,

Q How do you know the time so exactly?

A I remember the tactical official time, which was after
1400 hourse I also am atill able to recall the text of the two
radio messagess
By "tactical time" you mean related to what?

At which the radio message left the Division.

When did Gruhle arrive?

Q
A
Q
4

Capt. Gruhle errived in our place about twenty minutes
after the receipt of the radio message.

Q What direction did Grunle come from?

A Gruhle came from the direction of Busllingen.

Q Can you point out on the mep over there the point where
you saw Gruhle?

A I w1l try. It must have been about here (pointing).

DEFENSE (DR. LEILING): Let the record show that the vit-

ness indicated the point on the road leading.....

A No, it was in front of this village yet.

(Rudolf Zimmerman - Direct)
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DEFENSE (DR. IEILING): Let the record show that he points
to & point on the road leading to Faymonville,

PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUMACKER): If the Court please, lot
him show that he points to & point on a railroad,

DEFENSE (DR. LEILING): Sorry, that is the railroad.

PROSECUTION (CAPT, SHUMACKER): If Counsel talks to the
witness, T want the remarks spoken out loud and translated.

DEFENSE (DR. LEILING): I object to the remark of tha
coungsel of the Prosecution, I didn't even try to talk to the witness.

WITNESS ZIMMERMAN: On this road here (indicating).

PROSECUTION: Will you indicate where the witness pointed?

DEFENSE (DR. LEILING): Let the record show that he pointed
at a point on the road, half way between the villages of Oberwywertz
and Waimes.
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (DR. LEILING):

Q Can you claim that this is the point?

No, I cennot claim that.

A
Q Was that the approximate location?
A

I don't think that was the point, because the road was
muddy.
Q Then whers was it, approximately?
A Ve appeared to have passed a row of houses just then. It
might have been here, in front of this group of houses (indicating).
PROSECUTION: Will you indicate...
DEFENSE (DR, LEILING): He now points on the roed botween
Oberwywertz and Faymonville -- just a group of houses.
PROSECUTION: About two kilometers northeast of Faymonville?
DEFENSE (DR. LEILING): Yes.
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (DR. LEILING):
Q Is that your opinion?

(Zimmerman - Direoct)
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Yas.

DEFENSE (DR. LEILING): I have no further questions.

PROSECUTION: No crosse

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently none,
the witness is excused.

(Whereapon the excused witness withdrew.)

DEFENSE: The Defense oalls as its next witness, Fritz
Gslsenberger. Dr. Hertkorn, on behalf of the Defense, will con-
duct the direct examination.

FRITZ GEISENBERGER, called as & witness for the Defense, being
first duly sworn, testified through en interpreter as follows:

DEFENSE: May it please the Court, Dr. Hertkorn went out
on busginess for the accused. At this time, if the Court would
indulge us in releesing this particular witness, we would like to
call another one.

PRESIDENT: The witness is excused.

(Whereupon the excused witness withdrew.)

DEFENSE: The Defense calls its next witness, Gotfried

Neckerauer., Dr. leiling, on behalf of the Defense, will conduct

the direct examination.
GOTFRIED NECKERAUER, called as a witness for the Defenss, being
first duly sworn, testified through an interpreter as follows:
DIRECT BXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (DR. LBILING).
Q What is ycur name?
Neckerauer, Gotfried.
Were you a member of the German armed forces?
Yese
Vhat unit were you a member of on December 17, 19447

Headquarters, 3rd Battalion, 2nd Panzer Grenadier Regiment,
LS8AH.

(Gotfried Neckerauer - Direct)
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Q o wes your Battalion Commander?

A Major Diefenthal.

Q  Could you identify Major Diefenthal if you saw him here?

A Yes.

Q Look at the sccused and see where you see him down there?
LAW MEMBER: He can get off the stand and walk over.
PROSECUTION: We will stipulate.

A WNumber ten (10).
et were your duties during the Eifel Offensive?

Driver of a half track,
"ose half track did you drive?
The radic half track of the adjutant, Lt. Flacke,

Q What was the location of this tank compared to the tank of

Diefenthal on December 17, 19447
4  Immediately behind Diefenthal's tank,

Q Where were you, yourself, on the 17th of December 19447

Advancing from Buellingen to Engelsdorf.

Do you remember the Cross-Road South of Malmedy?

Yose
That happened before you came to the Cross~Road?

A Before we got to the Cross-Road, we were fired at. Firing
was done by heavy tanks towards the -- running parallel fram this
road to Malmedy, before we reached the Cross-Road.

Q  Did you see where the tanks were firing?

Fo.

Why not?

My view to the right was impeded by a forest.

That happened then?

After the tanks fired, we drove on,.

Where was Diefenthal riding at that moment?
Diefenthal moved out in front of me, in the tank too,

(Neckerauer - Direct)
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Where did you go?

In the direction of the Cross-Roads.

Did you stop on your wey?

Yes.

For how long?

About a half minute.

Vhat did you do after you left the Cross-foad?

1, myself, stopped at the road$

Vere?

At. the Cross-Rcad itself.

Can you describe that more closely? Were there any buildings?
Yos. W got one bottle of ligquor from one house.
How long did you stop there?

Half a minute to one minutee

Vhat happensd next?

We moved out again,

How far?

About & hundred and fifty to two hundred meters.

Then?

And then we stopped again, next to soms trucks.

Why did you stop there?

We wanted to look for same gas.

How long did you stop?

For a very short time,

What did you do next?

We drove on again and caught up with Diefenthal's tank,

about three or four hundred meters behind the Cross-Rosds.

Q A nd then?
A When we caught up with them, we drove into Engelsdorf.
Q Did you see Diefenthal at the moment when you reached him?
A Yose

(Neckerausr = Dirsct)




u gee him?
Standing in the tank.
At what time did you drive past the Cross-Koads?
About 1:15 to 1:30.
Did you see American soldiers at the Cross-Roads?
A Not on the Cross-Roeds.
Q Do you remember the field which is next to the hc‘usn you
mentioned previously?
Yes.
Did you see any American soldiers in that field?
No.
) Where did you see American soldiers?
A On the road a hundred and fifty to two hundred meters past
the Oross-Roadse
Q Thers were these American soldiers?
A On the road. They were marching in the direction of the
Crogs=~Roads.
Did you see any other Americen soldiers?
In Engelsdorf?
No, I mean at the Cross-Roads.
No.
Did you sse any dead Americans at the Cross-Road?

No.

DEFENSE (DR. LEILING): No further questions.

(Neakerauer - Direct)



http:Crou-Roe.ds

SXANINATION
ROSECT (Capte Shumacler):
Diefenthal, at the time ar place you have been talk ing
aout, wore a yellow leather jaclet, did he not?
A Yes.
Q liho else did you ses in a ysllow leather Jacket at that
time and place.
A I don't remember anybody elsa.

yollow jacket was protty noticeable, was it not?

2 Now you talk about Diefenthal riding in & tank. As a
matter of fact, hs vas riding in an SFYW, was he not?

A Yes; SFW,

Q And this house whers you got the bottle of liquor, where
you stopped a half to one minute, did you lmow where they kept the
liquor?

In the tanks In my tank.

Did you get the bottle of liquor from the house?

From a woman who was standing outside the house.

She was standing out thore with the bottle of liquor in
her hand?

4s I drove wp to a cross roads she walked out of the houge «

With the bottle of liquor in her hand?

Yos.

That was the house on the right hand side of the strest,
as you made the turn?

A Yos.

Q Wers you acquainted with this woman who lived in +the house
on the corner, or vas any member of your crew aoquainted with her?

A Noe
Q Tas she passing out a bottle of liguor to each tank and

SFW that drove by?

4 No.

2515
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A ¢ I just happened to be passi

Q { iidn't call the woman towards you when you saw her
standing there with the bottle of liquor?

A Noe

Q She just saw your SPW coming around the corner and she
walked out and handed the bottle of liquor to you; is that right?

A She probably saw us coming on downe

Q You say you stopped 150 to 200 meters down the road be-
yond the intersection?

A Yos.

And how long did you stop there while you looked for gaso=

Half a minute.
here did you look for the gasoline?
In the vehicle. At the truck.
And you didn 't find any cans of gas on any of the trucke?
No.
No extra cans of gas on the truck?
I wasn't there myself.
Where were you?
I vas insidej in the tank, as driver.
Howclose were you to these trucks that were on the right
hand side of the road?
A Right next to them on the road.
Vhe left your SPW to look for the gast
I don't remember that exactly. The radio operstor, it wase
Did he leave your SF
Yos.
Vhat is his ni

I think Mer.

Q Vhere did he go,with respect to these trucks, to look

for the gas?

2516
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couldn't say thate
Did he get out of your sight?
Hs was on the right side of my tank.
811, did he get out of your sight while he was looking for
the gasoline?
A No, I couldn't see him.
Well, he did get out of your sight, then; is that right?

@ zot out towards the right and I could see only toward the

8o you do not Imow where he went to look for the gasolins?
No.
But when he came back he said he couldn't find any; is that
right?
A Hg could have been only right next to me. He was back
right avay.
Q I am asking you, when he came back he snid that he couldn'y
find any gasoline?
A Yes.
Q And he was gone a half a minute?
A ll, he got out md shortly thereafter he came back again.
Q Well, now, as a matter of fact, you were there about five
or ten minutes Iooking for gasoline, weren't you?

A No.

Q How many cans of gas did he actually bring back to your

A I beg yowr parden?
Q How many cans of gasoline did he aotually bring back to
your SPWR
A Nones
Vhat good did he bring bacl?

Nones

Q
A
Q Didn'g got any food from may of those trucks?
A

Not to my tanke
2511
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idn't see ite
Did you sse whethar or not he took food to the SFW ghead?
No.
You do not Imow whe ther he did or not?
The one that got out of my tank?

‘the one that got out of your tank?

Did you see anyody else taking good to the SPW ahead,
as you stood there on the road?

INTERPRETER: Question?

Did you see anyone alse tal ing food to the SPW ahead?

No.

And, as I understand it, you saw no Agerican prisoners of
war until you stopped there 150 to 200 meters from the cross roads?
Beyond the oross roads?

A I saw them already in the oross roads.

Q So you did see prisonars of war at the oross rosds, is
that correct?

A No, from the cross roads, looking from the oross roads,

I saw them 200 meters y from the cross roads.

Q That would put the prisomers, then, just about at a point
where you stopped, is that right?

A Yose

Q Then you stopped on the right hand side of the road at
this point you are talking about, how many American trucks did you see
ahead of you down the road and how many were behind you?

A We were about the second or third truck from the beginninge

Q You moan you had already passed two or thres trucks at
the point you stopped?

A Yas.

(Neckeraver - cross)




And you didn't see any prisoners
Next to ths trucksk
Yes, next to the trucks.
A None of them next to the--next to the trucke
Q Ag you drove domn this road from the cross roads to the
point where you stopped, did you pass any prisoners of war in that sec-
tion of the road there?
A losa
And then after you left, did you see any otha prisoners?
No.
Q E nany did you ses then from the time you left the inter=-
section itself wntil the point where you stopred?
A Thare were two groups of thirty or forty men eacn.
Q 4And thsy were already back of you then, whan you stopped
at this place 150 to 200 meters from the cross roads?

A Yes.

PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker): Wothing further.

DEFENSE COWSEL (Dr. Leiling): No further questions.

FRESIDENT: Any questions by ths court? Apparently none,
the witness is excused.

(Wherewpon the witness was exoused and withdrew from
the court room.)

(Discussion off the record.)

PRESTDENT: The court will adjourn wntil 0830 hours to-
norrow morning.

(WHereupon ths court adjourned at 1145 hours.)




Tk #305-8R-7/2-1 Camp Dachau, Germany

2 July 1946
MORNING S
(Whereupon Court reconvened at 0830 hours. )
PRESIDENT: Take seats. Court will come
to order.
I the Court please, let
the record show that all the members of the Court, all
the members of the Prosecution, all the members of the
Defense, with the exception of Lieutenant Wahler and
Dr. Pfister, who are absent on business of the Defense,
all the defendants and the reporter are present.
DEFENSE COUNSEL: The defense recalls as its
next witness, Karl Heinz Lieber.

KARL HEINZ LIEBER, a witness called by the Defense,
having been previously duly sworn, resumed the stand and
testified further through an interpreter as follows:

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceed-
ings were interpreted to the German counsel and the accused.)

PROSECUTION: The witness is reminded he is
still under oath,
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (MR. STRONG):

Q Lieber, will you once more give us your full
name?

A Karl Heinz Lieber.

) To what military unit did you belong during
the so-called Eifel Offensive?

A The Panzer Regiment of the Leibstandarte,

(Lieber-Redirect)
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My Regimental Commander was Colonel Peiper; lst Company,
Commander, 1st Lieutenant Kremser, 1st Platoon, Platoon
Leader 2nd Lieutenant Hennecke.

Q. Do you remember when you arrived at the cross-

Yes.
When was that, approximately?

On the 17th of December between 1400 and 1430

Were you in the tank of the accused Hennecke?
Noe
In whose tank were you?
I was in the tank of Sergeant Richards.
Was your tank behind or ahead of Hennecke's
tank?
A Wle were driving behind the tank of 2nd Lieuten-
ant Hennecke.
Q How far away did you say you were from Hennecke's
tank?

30 meters at the most.

Do you know the accused Briesemeister?

Yes.
Q Did you see Briesemeister's tank at the
crossroads when you were there?
A No.
Q Do you know of your own experience where
Briesemeister was at that time or what happened to him?
A I only know that the motor of his vehicle was

damaged.

(Lieber-Redirect)




i

5@@@@5

Tk #305-51-7-2-3 Q Lijeber, I am going to read to you from
Prosecution Exhibit 58, which is a statement signed
by the accused Hennecke and dated 17 January 1946.

W LEMBER: What page on the record is

MR. STRONG: Page 782-A.
TIONS BY D COUNSEL (MR. STRONG):
Q In this statement, Hennecke says: (Reading):

"Rock cried out a moment later, 'Shouldn't
we stop?' I paid no attention to that because I
was looking ahead and watching the street. A
moment later I heard machine pistol bursts behind
me. I turned around and saw Rock with a machine
pistol in his hand. The machine pistol was always
lying to my right, within easy reach, on the
turret. I assume that Rock picked it up without
my seeing it when we passed by there. I shouted to
Rock, 'Lay off, that doesn't concern us, we are
going ahead,'"
Q Now, Iieber, from your own experience, did
shoot?

Noa

Did you see Rock while you passed the cross-

Yes.
Where was he?
He was on the motor room on the tank of 2nd
Lieutenant Hennecke.
Q Were you able to observe him through your
optic?
A Yes.
Q that was your function in Richards' tank?
A I was lst gunner in the tank of 2nd Lieutenant
Richards.

Q Did you leave your tank at the crossroads?

(Lieber-Redirect)
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Was your motor running?
A Yes.
Q You think you would have heard the shots
fired by Rock?

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: We object to that
question. It calls for an opinion of the witness. Of
course, he can state whether or not he heard it. He
cannot state what he thinks as to what he might have
heard.

MR. STRONG: I will rephrase my question.
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (MR. STRONG)s

Q Lieber, I ask you once more, did you hear
Rock's alleged shots?
A * No.

Did you wear any earphones at that time?

Yes, I was wearing the left earphone.

Were both of your ears covered by earphones?

No, only the left ear.

it
Was/the first action you ever saw or did you

see any previous actions?

A Yes, it was the first action.

Q When you passed through the crossroads,
Lieber, was anybody else shooting or firing at that time?

A I did not hear a shot.

Q Did you see any dead or alive Americans at
the crossroads?

A I saw dead Apericans lying there.

Q How many approximately?

(Lieber-Redirect)
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A About 50 to 60,

Q Where were they lying?

A They were lying on the righthand side of
the street.

Q How could you see them from your position
as gunner?

A Because my tank turned to the left on the
road and the dead Apericans came into my view,

Q Licber, exactly where were you in the tank?

A I was in the combat room on the seat of the
1st gunner bglow tie tank commander.

Q Is there a wall or division between the seat
and your motor?

A Yes, there is a wall between the motor room
and the combat room. It prevents the crew from touching
the motor.

Q Could you observe Hennecke's tank when your
tank turned around at the crossroads?

A Yes.

MR, STRONG: Your witness.

RECROSS EXAMINATION

QUESTIONS BY HROSECUTION (CAPTAIN SHUMACKER):

Q You say you were travelling about 30 meters
behind Hennecke's tank, is that right?

A Yes.

Q hnd you were sitting in the turret of your
tank below the tank commander?

A Yes.

through
Q And there is a slit in this turret which

(Lieber-Recross)
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Tk #305-SR~7/2-6 you looked as you rode along?
A That is the optic of the 1lst gunner.
Q Is that the periscope?
A Yes.
Q {:nd is that periscope located on the front
of the turret?

A Yes.

e
Q Were you manipulltingygeriscope or was it

Just stationary so that you could see straight ahead in
the direction the tank was moving?

A The periscope is straight and you can only
look into the direction in which the periscope is
directed.

LAW MEMBER: Is that periscope or turret?
THE WITNESS: The whole tower.
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPTAIN SHUMACKER):

Q When you got to the crossroads, your tank made
a left turn, did it not?

A Yes,

A And just as you left the intersection itself
and before you made a left turn, Hennecke's tank had
already made its left turn and was then approximately 30
meters ahead of you domm the road towards Engelsdorf,
was it not?

A Yes, Hennecke had to make the turn before us.

Q And after Hennecke's tank, which was ap-
proximately 30 meters ahead of you, had made its left
turn, it was then out of your view until you reached the
intersection and made your left turn, was it not?

(Lieber~Recross)
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A He could have been out of our view at the
most for fifteen seconds.

Q It took your tank just fifteen seconds to
cover the 30 meters and make this sharp left turn, is
that right?

A No, but I could see the tank, how it made
its left turn during the lst meters and thus, the way be-
tween the tank of Hennecke and mine was shortened con-
siderably and he was out of my view only for a few seconds.

Q It just takes a few seconds to fire a few
shots with a machine pistol, does it not, Lieber?

A Yes, but T must have heard it.

MR, STRONG: Correction. My attention has
been called to the fact that one sentence has not been
translated, -- one sentence that he spoke in German.
Maybe the interpreter can ask him again,

THE WITNESS: My view was like an angle and —

PROSECUTION: (Ipterrupting) May we have the
question asked that has not been fully translated, and
answered over again?

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: If it please the Court,

I do not know in response to which question this sentence
that they claim was not translated was made,

MR, STRONG: I am making the correction with
reference to the answer that was given to your question
as to how it was possible for the witness to keep track of
or keep Hennecke's tank in his view before he turned at the
cressroads.

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: T did not ask that question.

(Lieber-Recross )
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Tk #305-8R-7/2-8 PRESITENT: (To the reporter) Will you
check back and read the question and answer?
(Whereupon the reporter read questions and answers
as follows:

"Q And after Hennecke's tank, which
was approximately 30 meters ahead of you, had
made its left turn, it was then out of your view
until you reached the intersection and made your

left turn, was it not?

"A He could have been out of our view
at the most for fifteen seconds.

"Q It tock your tank just fifteen seconds
to cover the 30 meters and make this sharp left turn,
is that right?

"A No, but I could see the tank, how it
made its left turn during the first meters and thus,
the way between the tank of Hennecke and mine was
shortened considerably and he was out of my view
only for a few secondse"

MR. STRONG: That was the answer and part of

the answer of the witness was not translated.

THE WITNESS: Because the angle of the view

of the first gunner enlarges to the front.

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: I think that is clear

enough.
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPTAIN SHUMACKER):

Q Lieber, you spoke of Briesemeister's tank
having motor trcuble. Did you see Briesemeister having
trouble with his tank? If so, when'and where was that?

A I only know that he remained behind from
Buellingen on.

Q Diq you see him in Byellingen?

A I was together with Sergeant Briesemeister
up to Buellingen and from Buellingen on, T didn't see
him any more. Thus, he must have remained in Buellingen.

Q How do you know he did not get ahead of you?

A Because I vrouldﬂvfeen his tank on the
(Lieber-Rscross-)
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Q You are just drawing a conclusion from
the fact that the last time you saw him was in
Buellingen and you did not see him any more between
that town and the crossroads, is that right?

A Sergeant Briesemeister must have arrived
at the crossroads behind us because when we were standing
at the corner on the road to Engelsdorf together with
2nd Lieutenant Hennecke, Sergeant Briesemeister joined
us,

You never saw him repairing his tank, did

A Noe

Q And the only thing you Ynow about the motor
trouble is what he later told you?

A Yes, we talked about that amongst the members
of the crew.

Q How long had you been stopped at this point
before Engelsdorf{ when Briesemeister came up behind you?

A It might have baen about one-half hour. I do
not know any more exactlye

Q Do you know Unterscharfuehrsr Storm and
Rottenfuehrer Hess, who rode in Eriesemeister's tank?

A Yes.

Q You know that they were members of his tank

A Yes.
Q You also know that Schuetze Nuechter and

Sturmmann Thielieke were also members of his crew?

(Lieber-Recross) 2598
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I don't know Thielieke.

A
Q What about the other one?
A

Leuckel, I believe.

[+ Who were the crew members of Bpiesemeister's
tank, as far as you know?

A Sergeant Briesemelster, Nuechter as loading
gunner, Sergeant Storm as driver, Corporal Hess as radio
operator and PFC Leuckel as first gunner.

Q Did you have a conversation with Briesemeister
or any members of his crew when they drove up behind you
and stopped shortly before Engelsdorf?

A Nos

Q Wihere were you when Hgnnecke's tank side-
swiped Rumpf's vehicle and injured that member of
Rumpfts crew?

A I must have been in my seat of 1lst gunner,
because I did notleave it.

Q Did you xnow Lieber, that that happened at
the crossroads?

A That happened at the crossroads?

Q That the vehicle side-swiped the SPW of
Obers turmfuehrer Rumpf?

A I assume that that was the reason for our

stop there.

(Lieber-Recross)
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Q So you don't deny then that Hennecke's tank did side-
swipe the vehicle of Rumpf, injuring one of his orew?

A No, I don't deny that.

Q Where was your tank standing when the "halt" came - when
you halted - before you made the left turn or after you made the
lef't turn?

A I don't know that exactly any more,

Q Don't you know, as a matter of fact, that your tank
haltad some thirty or forty meters before it reached the intersec-
tion, and the reason it had was because of this slight accident
between Hennecke's tank and Rumpf's SPW? That happensd in the inter-
section itself.

A I don't know that exactly, whether we halted thirty w
forty meters before the intersection,

Q And don't you remember that after there was » discussion
concerning this eccident, Hennecke's tank completed its left turn
and moved on down the road, and then you started following in to
the intersection and made your left turn?

A I couldn't have heard anything, with the disuuatuion, becanso
our motor was running,

Q Well, you could have seen the disoussion, couldn't you?
That is, you could have seen Hemnecks and Rumpf talking there on the
Cross-Road if you were only thirty meters behind him?

A I don't remember exaotly.

2 Do you deny that they held a disoussion there at the Cross-
Road?

A We didn't have a discussion. Whether or not 2nd Lt.
Henneoke had a disoussion, I don't kaow, but I don't deny it.

PROSECUTION (CAPT, SHUMACKER): Nothing further on recrosa.

(Lieber = Recross)

2599




REDIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (MR. STRONG):

Q Lieber, if Briesemeister would have overtaken your tank
between Buellingen and the place before Engelsdorf where you
stopped, would you have seen it from your optic?

PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUMACKER): If the Court please, I
object to that question, unless the witness is in a position to
swear that he knows Briesemeister's tank traveled exactly the same
road that he traveled, for only in that way would he be able to know
whother Briesemeister's tank overtook him,

DEFENSE (MR. STRONG): I will insert in my question -
presuming Briesemeister's tank traveled the same route.

LAW MEMBER; I think, Mr. Strong, you had better qualify
the stetement first by finding out where Briesemeister's tank was
along this route with respect to the tank in which the witness was
riding.

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (MR. STRONG):

Q Do you know Briesemeister's tank?

A Yoss

Q When did you see it for the last time before you reached
the Cross-Roed?

A I remember exactly when we went through a little creek,
and I know exactly that Sgk. Briesemeister and we went together.

DEFENSE (MR. STRONG): I don't think it is translated

oorreotly. Would you ask him to repeat it, please (to interpreter)?

(Whersupon the interpreter did as directed.)

A One time we drove through a creek. I know exactly that
Sgte Briesemeister was with us.

Q Was that before or behind Buellingen?

A Before Buellingen.

(Lisber = Redirect)




Q And this is the last time you saw Briesemeister's tank
until you stopped together with Hennecke's tank, shortly bafore
Engelsdorf, isn't it?

PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUMACKER): If the Court please, we
object to the question, not only because it is lesding, but because
it is oross examination of the defense witness by the Defense.

LAW MEMBER: Why not ask the question of the witness if
he saw Briesemeister, saw him pass his tank somwhere betwsen
Buellingen and the Cross-Road?

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (MR, STRONG):

Q Lieber, did you see Briesemeister's tank pass you between
the place you just mentioned and the place just before Engelsdorf,
a3 you testified before, where you stopped?

A Yoo

DEFENSE (MR. STRONG): That is all,

RECROSS EXAMINATION
QUESIIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUMACKER):

Q VWhat number tank was Briesemeister driving at the 41:1me he
pilled up behind you, just before Engelsdorf?

A The tank of Sgt. Briessmeister had the number a hundred
and fourteen (114).

Q 4And you saw this tank pull up behind you when you got to
Engelsdorf?

DEFENSE (MR, STRONG): Objection, the witness already
testifiad that he saw the tank not when he pulled up at Engelsdorf
but somewhere befcre Engelsdorf,

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPT, SHUMACKER):

) Whet vehicles passed you between Buel lingen and the Cross-
Road?

A I don't remember that any vehicles passed us.

(Lieber - Recross)
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Q No tank or SPW's passed you betwsen Fuellingen and the
Cross-Road?

A 1t is possible, but I do not remember,

PROSECUTION (CAPT, SAUMACKER) & Nothing further,
DEFENSE (MR. STRONG) & Nothing further.
EXAMINATION BY THE COURT
QESTIONS BY THE LAW MEMBER:

Q What time did you pass the Brosg-Road?

A Batween 2:00 o'clock and 2:30,

Q Now you said in your direct examination that you sew the
dead Americans at the Cross-Road, How do vou know they were dead?

A Becnuse they were lying, because they didn't more any
more, and I remember exactly that one of the Amorieans was white -.
quite pale, and thus I assumed that he wes dead.

Q Were there any German troops or officers in the Lisld with
those doad Americans when you saw them?

A In a short moment when the Americans came into my view, I
saw only the dead Amerioans and no person was standing up.

PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUMACKER): I have one other question,
if there are no further questions by the Court.,
RECROSS ™~ BXAMIMATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUMACKER):

Q And your vehicle was second in the column?

A Yes.

Q And you were sitting in the turret snd lookdng straight
ahead all the time, so that you don't know what vehicls was directly
bahind you at tha Uross-Road?

A No, I dou't know which vehiole wag behind ue,

Q So you don't know but what Briessmeister's tank was fifteen
or twenty meters right behind you?

(Lisbor - Recross)
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I don't knows
PROSECUTION (CAPT, SHUMACKER): That is all,
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (MR. STRONG):
Q You stated before, Lieber, that your tank and Hennecks's
tank stopped just before you reached Engelsdorf, is that correct?
A Yes.
Q And how much time elapsed until Briessmeister's tank
errived?
A I think at least fifteen minutes.
Q@ D14 you at that time have a conversation with Briesemeister
or any membsr of his tank?
A No.
DEFENSE (MR. STRONG): Nothing further,
PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUMACKER): MNo further cross.
PRESIDENT: Any further questions by the Court? Apparently
none, the witness is excused,
DEFENSE: The Defense oalls as its next witness Gerhardt
Teut. Col., Sutton, on bahalf of the Dat?nus, will conduct the
direct examination,
GERHARDT TAUT, called as a witneces for the Defense, being first
duly sworn, testified through an interpreter as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION .
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (LT, COL, SUTTON):
Q State your full name to the Court.
A Taut, Gerhardt,
Q What platoon and what company were you in on the 17th of
December 19447
A I was in the 3rd Pioneer Company, in the lst Platoon,
Q Did you pass the Cross-Road southwest of Malmedy and north-
west of Engelsdorf on the 17th of Decembar 19441

(Taut = Direct)
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Yes.
Yhat time did you pass that place?
A I passed the Cross-Roads in the afternoon, between two
and three o'olock.
Q What type of vehicle were you in at that time?
A I was driving an SPW,
Q Did you observe anything in the field or pasture in the
vicinity of the Cross-Road?
A Yese
Q What did you observe?
A In the field, on the right side of the strest, I saw dead
American soldiers lying there,
Q Did you see auy living Americans in that field or pasture?
A No, I didn't ses any.
Q About how many dead prisoners did you see in the field?
A According to my estimate about forty to fifty American
soldiors.
Q Did your vehiole in which you were riding stop in the
vieinity of the Cross-Road?
A No, we stopped before, about four hundred to "ive hundred
meters before the Cross-foad,
Q  Did your vehicle stop near the field or pasture in which
the dead Americans were lying?
A No, only before the Cross-Road,
Q Were you in the wehicle ahead of Tratt?
No, I was behind Tratt,
How far behind Tratt's vehicle were you?
Thers were two vehjicles. The way was about a hunired to
& hundred and fifty meters, that is, behind Tratt.
DEFENSE (LT. COL. SUTTON): Will the reporter ask the
question again and have the witness answer it?

(Taut - Direoct)
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(Whereupon the reporter read the last question by the Defanse,)

A ¥y venicle was the second one behind Tratt, and this
intierval behind that vehicle and mine might have been & 150 to 200
meters,

Q Approximatoly how fast was the vehicle in which you were

riding going at the time you passed the Cross-Road?

A We passed the Cross-Road at a speed of about 15 to 20

kilometers.

AW VEMBER: There is & correction in the translation. I
btelieve his answer previously was between 100 to 150 meters, and
the trenslation given was 150 to 200, wWill you correct the answer,
please.

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (L. COL. SUTTON) s

Q What was your duty or assigment in the SPW at that time?

A I wes a commandant of my SPW, and was driving exactly the
SPW in my column, beceuse at that time I was troop leader,

Q Were you standing or sitting at the tims your SPW was
passed -- your SPW passed the pasture or field in vhich the Ameriocans
were lying?

A 1 was standing in my SPW.

Q Were there any vehbles parked along the road in front of
the pasture when you pasged?

A Yos, Americen vshicles were stending on the righthand side,
vehicles which were left behind by the Americans.

Q Approximately how many Anerican vehicles?

A It might have been about five to ten vehicles.

(Taut = Direct)
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Q Did you see any Gorman soldiers in the vicinity
oross roads at the time you passed?
A Yos.
Q How many, and where werae they?
A There were about fiv persons standing at the cross roads
and going in the direction in which we had to travel.
Q lore any of those in the field, or pasture, at that time?
A No, I didn't see any German soldiers in the field or in
the pasture.
Q Did you see Ru at the oross roads?
No, I didn't see Rumpf at the oross roadss.
Do you Imow Gustaf Sprenger?
Yos.
hat company was he in?
s was in my company, in the 3d Pioneer Conpany.
Which platoon was he in?
e was in the second platoon.
Q Were the first and second platoons of the 3d Fionesr Pan-
zor Company together in the town of Stoumont?
A Yes.
Q Do you recall seeing Sprenger in Stoumont?
Yos.
At what time and place did you see Sprengsr?
I saw Sprenger near the house at the oross roads in the direc~
 Stoumont.
Q Wiould vou describe th.mt house as a hotel or what kind of
& house was it?
A The house gave the impression of being a smaller type
of a farm house, with an inn.
Q In relation to the station, which side of the road was

that house on?

(Taut - direct) 23"7
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A In relation to the station, this }
hand side.

Q About what time did you see Sprenger at this building?

A It was in the afternoon about three o'clock. It was
the 19th of December.

Q About how long were you and Sprenger tozether at that
place?

It wvas about a half m hour.

Q Do you know what SPrenger did after your meeting with
him there for half an hour?

A During this thirty minutes SPrenger drove his SI'W in
cover againstshots and upon my direction it was orderad to camaflauge
the vehicle.

Q Did you see any American prisoners of war at the time
you were talking with Sprenger?

A Noe

Q Did you see any Americen prisoners ol war during the time
you were in 8toumont?

A Yes, the thres prisoners which I took myselfs

Q fhat did you do with these prisoners?

A I brought those three prismmers of war to my SFW end
ordered my driver to bring them back to the main aid station.

Q as eithar one of these prisomers wounded?

Yos, one of the Anerican soldiers was woundede
that was the naturs of his wounds?

It was a sevore injury on the right side.

that disposition was made of these thres prisoners?

& Then we moved out of the encirclemmt I learned that
those three prisoners were supposed to have besn shot by Billoschetzky
upon orders of Bustner.

Q Do you lmow that is a fmot?

A Cpl. Billoschetzky himself told me that when we had moved

(Taut - direct) ;
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d you have to
prisonars?

I tooktinse thres prisoners. Two of them were in good
health. One of them must have been from Chicago since he spoke Ger-
man very well. Vhen I put the Amorioan mines aside together with
thoss two soldiers, then when saw the shird American soldier they had

the house I t.u(ﬂ the two other Americans along end told them to
help their comrade. Thereupon they made a stretchar out of American
blankets and they la the wounded down there snd brought him to the
SF.
you, yourself, » the prisomsrs to ths first aid

station?

a No, L did not bring then to the main aid station.

Q Did you give an order to anyons to take them to the
aid station?

A Yes, I gave this order to my driver Krusger.

Q Did the driver oarry the order out?

A I don't Inows At any rate, the driver is supposed to
oarry out the order of his froop leader.

Q Did you ses Sprenger shoot any prisoners of var at any
time in Stoumont?

A No. I didn't see Sprenger in Stoumont except the tirme
I was thare.

NS4 COWSEL (Col. Sutton): You may examine.

CROSS SXAMTINATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTICN (Capte Shumacler):
Q In other words, you vere with Sprenger thirty minutes
one afterncon in a housn and he didn't shoot enybody in that house

during that thirty minutes. Is that right?

A Yoss

( Taut - crosss)
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Yos.

Of course, you Jmow Buatner is dead?

Yos.

And you lmow Billoasohetzky is not here?

Yos.

Q Don't you remember that when you told me sbout this in
dent you told ms that these three prisonsrs were shot not only by
Billoschetzky but by & man named Krebe and ths accusad Sprenger, on

f Schasfer and Buetnar?t Is that true or not?

at
Yes,/that tire

thought about that with youe

Ts that what you told me? (to interpreter) Tell him.

you since changed your mind?

A Yos.

Q Now, without referring again to the cross roads south
of Malmedy and north of Engelsdorf, you say you got thers between two
and thres o'clock in the afternoon. Is that right?

Yos.
u vers traveling in the first platoon?
Yos.
Do you remember that the firet platoon lsft Buellingen
half an hour ahead of the gecond platoon?

A Yas, the first platoon left Buellingen befors the second
platoon left Buellingen.

Q 4nd you lmow that the accused 8prenger, Jomchim Hofmann,
Gustave Neve, Frisdl Keis, and Johann Vasenberger, and ‘arcel Boltz,
and feinz Stickel and kax Harmerer and Ernst Goldsohmidt ars all men
in the 2nd platoon of yowr oorrplny'

A Yos, all of those men belong to the 2d platoon, as drivers

or crew members.

26ug

(aut - oroes)



http:Bueb:i.or

Yos.

Q And you say when you got to the oross roads all
prisoners were dead in the fiseld, is that right?

A Yos.

As you approached the field, you didn't hear any shoot-

No. There was no shooting when we passed bye

Q As you approached the field, I saids

A No; also when wo approached the fisld we didn't hear
any shootinge

¢ And there vwere no Cerman vehiclss there at all. The
only thing you saw were the Amorican trucks?

A Except with the exception of one knocked-out tank,
which was standing on the right hend gide of the street.

Q In other words, you saw one lnocked out German tank at
the oroes roads, five German soldiers standing at the cross roads di-
recting traffic, and that is all you saw of German vehicles or German
personnel?

A Yos.

Q here was the SFW of Willi Sohaefer with respsct to
your SFV at the cross road

A The SPW of Willi Schaefer vas not at the cross roads.

Q Never did go by the cross roads?

A They must have passed the cross roads considerably after
us because thsy had motor trouble shortly after we had laft the Buel-

lingen foreste

Q Wias Willi Schaefer riding in the S8FW of the company com=

mander, Franz Sisvers, one of the accused?
INTERPRETER: 1 Didn't get it.
< Vs #illi Schaefer riding in the SPVW of the company
commender, Franz Sievers, one of the accused?

A Yos, Scnsefer was riding in the SFW of Franz Sisvers.

(Taut - oross) leu 4




ind you didn't see the 8 r Sievers
laft the Buellingen forest arsa wntil shortly before Stavelot,

Yes .

Is that correct:

I didn't soe Sievers any more after we had left the Buel-
lingen forest vhen he was standing by his SIW on the right hand side
mtil shortly beford Stavelots

Q You say that you didn't stop in front of the pastiure where

Arericans yers lying s you clai

No, we did not stop thers. W stopped in front of the
s roads. Befors we reached the cross roadse
hat did you stop in front of the cross roads for?

& 2nd Lt. Seitz ordered us to stop in ordsr to assemble the
platoon, since we were driving through a very difficult area and the
vehicles were not together any moree

Q To rafresh your recollection, Taut, as to vhether or not

you stopped in front of the field, I am going to read to you a part

of the statement of Willi Scheefer, one of the accusedi

"] furthervore saw the following persons go around in the
field and I also saw how thﬁy discharged mercy shots at
the still living prisomers.

I an reading from Prosecution's Exhibit P-109. Reading

further, Taut:

"I gaw Unterscharfushrar Max Buetner shooting with his

machine pistols I saw Interscharfushrer'"Bubi"Goldschmidt

shooting at the prisoners with the machine pistol. I

also saw in the fisld Rottenfushrer Max Hammerer, Unter=-

schar fushrer Sepp Wittkoroslkifmtersoharfushrer Ldgar Dieck-

mann, Sturmann Gustav Sprenger, Rottenfushrer Billoschetzky

Unterschar fushrer Altkreuger, Sturmann Oskar Tratt, Opion.

Willi Taut, and still several others whose names I cmnot

remember any mores"

Any other Willi Taut in the 3d Pioneer Company in December 10447

A There vas no Willi Taut besides me in the 3d Piomeer

Companye

Q How long had you been in the 3d Pioneer Company at that
time?

i I gcame to the 3d Pioneer Company on the first of December
1944, 2

(Taut - oross)
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Septerber. (Interpreter: I am sorry).

< as 111 Schaefer a troup loader of ths 3d Pioneer Com-

pany when you oame to the 3d Pioneer Company in September 19441

Troop leadert
Troop leader? Company troop leader.
hen I came into the 3d Pioneer Company I did not kmow

sny mombers of the 3d Pioneer Company since 1 was & new arrival there.

am getting at, Taut, is: Sehaefer was already with +

the 3d Pioneer Corpany when you joined it in September 1944%

PROSECUTION (CApt. Shumacker ): No further crosse

REDIRECT EXANINATION

iSTIONS BY DEFENSE COWNSEL (Col. Sutton):

Did 7illi Schaefer give you any orders in connection with

prisonars of var in the town of Stoumont?
A Yos.
Q What were theyt

A Willi Scheefor instructed us that,ell the group leaders--

to the effect that all prisoners of var who wore tal®mn were to be

brouzht to the main aid station.

DEFENSE COWSEL (Cols Sutton): That is all.

RECROSS EXANINATION

QUISTICNS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker):

Q ‘hen was it and whers was it that he gave you those in-
struoctions?
A These instructions were given to the eroup leaders shortly

bafore we reached §toumont.

Q Altkrusger was among the group leaders presont, was hel

A I did not ses Altkrusger when Schaefer gave those in=-
structions.

PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker): No further crosss

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently none,

(Taut ~ recross)
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the courtroom.)
DEFENST COWNSEL: The Defense calls as its next witness
Gerhard VALLA. Captain Narvin, on bahalf of the defensa, will conduct
the direct examination.
GIRHARD VAILA, called as a witnmess for ths Defense; was sworn
and testified through an interpreter as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION
QUSSTIONS BY DSFENSE COWSEL (Capte Narvid):
Q fhat is your full name?
A Gerhard lalla.
ere you a m ar of the LSSAH?
Yos.
Did you participats in the Eifel Offensive?
Yos.
hat platoon, vhat company wore yout
A I was in the headquarters Company in the 1st depar tment,
in the motor reconnaissance platoon.
Q Do you know the amccused, Paul Hermann Ochman?
A Yas.
as he a member of tho same platoon?
Yes, hs was the platoon leader of his platoon.
In what kind of vehicle were you during the Zifel Offensive?
In an anphibious vehicles
Vas Ocanann with you in tho same wshicle?
Yos.
Q Do you recall arriving at @ngelsdorf on the 17th of Dgcem=
ber 19447
A Yeos.
Q At about whet time did you reach the outskiris of Engels~

dor{%

(Wmlla~- direct.) Zoug




one o'clock.
Did you thereupon procesd into ingelsdorf?
No, we remained in front of dngelsdorf until it was ¢
ting darlk.
Thy?
20ause wo had venioles and we were supposed to ruard our
vehicles, and were only seven men and there was combat going o
the town an was the reason ve didn't waut to proceed into
town.
About how many meters from the town proper did you stop?
About six hundred meters.
you at that time?
Yes, 0d 8.
as Ochrann with you all the time from the time you
reached this particular spot wntil the evenin on you entered Engels-
dor £7
A Yos, he vas togethor with me from the time on when we
were standing in front of Lngelsdorf wntil he hinsalf sent me down to
ingelsdorf.
At about what time did he send you to Engelsdorf?
At about 5:30, to my estiration.
4&nd what was the purpose of the mission?
o sent me down to Ungelsdorf with eight priscners of war
to & house that was in front of use
Did anybody slse go along with you?
You, there were two othor men, but I do not Imow their namese
From your platoon?
No, they were from some othsr company snd ¥ wers a®-
simed as booty drivers. They had to drive the booty vehicles back to

ths reare.

At that time whon you were instructed to taks the eight

(Valla ~ dirsct) 26U5




4And prior to that ti lvays with ;
Yes, he was always at tho vehicle. ¥ unlosded part of
ths vehicles and he vas always there

Did you see Ughmann mistreat any prisoner of war at any

do with the eight prisoners of var?

ot down thers 1 saw that the house was & hotsl

‘irs‘. room on the left side.

st vas that hotel used for?
hat for? I brought the priscnere to thi
vas & former Amsrican C.F.
Q hat happened to tlie prisoners there?
A I looked them up thers and guarded them wntil Ochnann
and others came to this houses
Q You said you left Ochmann about five=thirty in the even-
ing and 1t was rather dark then. VWhen was the next time you saw
Oohnann?
A Ha got to the house at about seven o'clock, with the rast
of the men.
hers was the first aid station in Engelsdorf?
In the hotel.
fhen was that established?
At about nine o'clock in the evenings
PRESTDENT: The Court will recess until 10:30.)

(Yhereupon the Court, at 1030 hours took & recesse)

(Valila - direct)
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time was the first aid s

At 2100 hours,
1e medi
ain Neumeier,

what or i ion was he?

From the Headquarters Company, ls

y medical gen did he have
Five men, approximately.
i when was the n time you saw
hotel

At a quarter to seven.

And do you know wi happened then?

(Walla - Direct) i

Ochmann in the




shmann

notel wher re they
They were put in the sane room v
was a total of 16,
opened to the wounded Americ
The wounded Americans were taken care of by our medics,
7 were ban
Did you spend the night at the hotel?
fes I spent the night in the hotel,
fas Ochmann with you the rest of the
Yes, he was there too.
ned the next morning?
iarly in the ning at about five or six o'clock the
rest of the motorcycle reconnaisance arrived and also the lst
Sergeant of the Headquarters Company.

Did you rem

I departed from Englesdorf at about
Did Ochmann go along?

A Ochmann and one other man came along.

26u8
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ded and proceeded

wnerican prisoners in the hot

remained behind, They were still in

ne'
the lst Sergeant. He

else

time did you say Ochmann
isoners over to you on the 1l7th o
Between five and five-thirty.
There was a captain of that group who was a prisoner,
now that.
the prisoners?

1d you couldn't

was turned over to Ochmann
by Kramm.
I don't kmow that.

And you took to the hotel and you

didn't see Ochmann again until about 7 o'clo is that

tru
A No, from five-thir to & quarter c
You didn't see him at all?
No, he stayed up th gsent me down.
(OSECUTIOL o further cross-sxamins

SEL: (Capt. Narvid) No redirect.

(Walla - Direct) ,ZUUQ




W recallec
follows:)
BECT EXAMINATION
UESTIONS BY DEFENSE
State your 1
Rolf Ehrhardt.

olf Ehrhardt who

hat unit did you belong to

The 7th Co., Panzer Regiment Leibst

(Bhrhardt - Redirect)
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es, we did drive on.

Where to?

ld you see Poetsdhke in Baglesdorf and wi

I saw Poetschke in Englesdorf when he arr

2041

rdi - Redirect)




Did Klingelhoe

tain Klingelho

A I recall being an unwilling witness wi sitting in my
driver's seat in the vehicle tc bain Klingelhoefer's receiving

e or being told about

ol
Commanders.
Is it possible that
Rehagel?
ZCUTION (CAPTSH
object to that question. The witness can't testify about
possibilities,

COUNSHEL (DR. WIELAND):

Did you recognize Rehagel's voice?

I cannot claim to have recognized Rehagel's voice,

2042
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LAW MEMBER:
(Whereupon the reporter did
You may.
SE COUNSEL: (Dr. Wieland)
is accused of having ven the order to shoot
aportant to know wi reaction was to that

report. The court will be able to decide what the provative
value of witness' testimony i1s but the court shoulc
least h i

ROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker) If the court please,
there are two issues in this ce in so far as Klingelhoefer
is concerne whether or not 1 zave orders not to take

soners ar or to shoot them, and whether or r

under his command did shoot prisoners of war for which
be responsibl Now, after the shooting o soners
at Baglesdorf, Klingelhoefer could have made a statement pro-
claiming or manifesti his inno e to a thousand diff

people, Such statements are clearly self-serving de

and are not competent evidence for tRe simple reason thri that
o




Did he say anythin to you?
Yes, he gaid that the » for this had bheen given
one ur company had fired

eflect t

arrived from above

If the court

MEM

Did he say anything
ess and somethin

this mat

(Enrhardt-Redirect)
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RECROSS HXAMINATION
PROSECUTION (Capt, Shumacker

What was the

Klingelhoe.
wher
A I was sitting in the driver's seat
left front and Captain Klingelhoefer was in th

which is on top in the Commanding Officer's turret,

(Earhardt-Recross) 2 bf 5
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couldn't see
name did the »
lingelhoefer was talking mentioned as havin
rour company who shot
I did not hear out the one man
company from this conversation

heard from Captain Klingelhoefer s ile late:

Did Klingelhoefer talk to anyone else about what

at the Cross Roads, other than this man who alkir

ngelsdorf?

not a witness to any other such nversation.

(Bhrhardi - Recross)
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Q And Klingelhoefer knew there at Engelsdorf
that some member of his company had shot at these
prisoners?

A Well, as I have already said, he told me

that one man of the company had shot.

Q You are sure he was not present and saw

ome member of a company shoot at the prisoners?

A I am sure of that because if he had I would
have had to be present too.

Q Do you know anything about the report that
your Company Cormander Klingelhoefer made to the
Regimental Commander Peiper about men in his company
having shot at the prisoners of war at the crossroads
on 17 December 19L4?

A No, I don't know of any report being made to
Colonel Peiper.

Q Anyway, Klingehoefer knew on 17 December 194l
that somebody in his company had shot at the prisoners at
the crossroads south of Malmedy, is that correct?

A Yes, that's correct.

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Nothing further.

PRESIDENT: Questions by the Defense?

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Nothing further by the
Defense.

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court?
Apparently not. The witness is excused.

DEFENSE COUNSEL: .Defense recalls as its
next witness Karl Mannitz. Colonel Dwinell, on behalf
of the Defense will conduct the redirect examination.

KARL MANNITZ, a witness recalled by the Defense,
having been previously duly n&?‘rlmd the stand




Tk #309-88-7/2-2 and testified further through an interpreter as
follows:
_".'Ihereupon the questions, answers and other
proceedings were interpreted to the German counsel
and the accused.)
PROSECUTION: The witness is reminded he
is still under oath.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (LT. COL. DWINELL):
Q fhat is your name?
A Mannitz, Karl August.
Q Are you the same Karl Aygust Manmnitz that
previously testified in this case?
A Yes.
Q During the Eifel Offensive, to what unit did
you belong?
A Yo the 10th Company, 3rd Armored Battalion.
Q Who was your company commander?
1st Liecutenant Preuss.
Q Were you in Buellingen on the morning of 17
December 1944?
A Yes.

Q Was the 10th Company in Byellingen on that

A Yes.

Q How long was the 10th Company in Buellingen
on that day?

A liost of the company was probably there for

10 or 15 minutes, but it is possible that part of the

(Mannitz-Redirect)
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#309-SR~T7/2-3 company remained for a longer period of time.
Q Did they pass through the tom?
A Yes.
Q How long did it take the company to pass
through the town of Buellingen?
A About 10 or 15 minutes.
Q What was your assignment of duty?

I was platoon messenger.

A
Q Whose vehicle were you in?
A

I was in the vehicle of the platoon leader
in the platoon headquarters.

q Did you see any prisoners of war in Byellingen
at that time?

A No.

Q Do you know in what vehicle the accused Freuss
was riding?

A Yes.

What vehicle?

It was a radio tank.

Did you see him in Buellingen on that day?

Yes.

Where?

There was a road fork in Buellingen and the
point I was with crove towards the right, which was the
wrong way. However, we stopped promptly and the vehicles
following us took the right road to the left and I
recognized 1st Lieutenant Freuss in one of the vehicles
passing us by.

[*] That road fork that you mentioned, is it on

(Mannitz-Redirect)
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Tk #309-5K% =7/2-L the west or the east of the town of Buellingen?
A To my recollection, it was pretty well in
the middle of town.
Q What was the accused Preuss doing at the
time you saw him?
He was standing in the half-track.

For how long a period of time did you see

Only a few seconds.
What were you doing on the 21st of Dgcember
1942
A Until noon of the 21st of December we were
in position at the height of the castle of La Gleize.
In the afternoon we pulled out and prepared for an
attack on the road black located on the road between
La Gleize and Stoumont.
9 Was there any combat that day?

A Yes, there was only the attack on the road

Was there anyartillery or mortar fired?

How far were you from Stoumont?

Q
A Yes.
Q
A

About one and one-half kilometers.
Q Was there any fighting going on in Stoumont
at that time?
A I cannot say for sure but I think there was
gome combat going on because there was still some troops

in Stoumont.

(Manni ta-Redirect)
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Q Do you know where the 11th Company was at
that time?
A I can't say for sure but I think the 1lth
Company was in Cheneux. .
Q Do you know accused Stock?
No.
Do you know accused Theo Rauh?
Nos

Do you know e accused Siegmund?

Q
A Noe
Q

Do you know whether they were members of the

10th Company?

A They were not members of the 10th Company.

Q What was the 10th Company doing at noon on
the 21st of Dpcember 19442

A About noon the 10th Company was pulled out
of its position and prepared for the attack on the road
block.

Q What were you doing at noon on that day?

A I, together with the other men returned from
the forest and prepared for action.

Q Where was the command post of the Company
Commander at that time?

A It was in a house on the road from Stoumont
to La Gleize near the castle.

Q At any time during the day of the 2lst of
December, were you in the vicinity of the company
command post?

A Yes.

(Mannitz-Redirect)
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Hgw near did you come to the Command

A About 100 meters.

Q Did you see your company commander in the
vicinity of the Company Command Post at any time that
day at that time?

A Yes.

Q When did you see him? %

A It was about four P.M.,when we had taken the
road block.

Q On the 21st of December 19Lk was your company
engaged in any combat or firing?

A Yell, there was only the attack on the road
block.

Q From the 19th to the 21st of Dgcember, except
for the attack on the road block, was your company en-
gaged in any fighting?

A We did not participate in any other fighting.

Q I vbelieve you testified that you were a run-
ner -- I believe you said that your duties in the company
Was runner or messenger, is that correct?

A Yes, that's correct.

Q Explain to the Court what your dutiss were.

A The strength of the company at that time
amounted to oaly about 30 men and I was the runner be-

tween the rest of the company and the company headguarters.

Q On the 19th, 20th or 21st of December 194k,

did your company take any prisoners of war?

(Mannitz-Redirect)
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A I don't know of any prisoners of war taken
by the 10th Company at that time,

Q On the dates that I have mentioned, did you
see any prisoners oi war?

A I saw no prisoners of war during that time.

Q You say that the s trength of the company
at that time was about 30 men. Do you know what the
original strength of the company was during the offensive?

A About 130 men.

Q Do you speak Epglish?

A Yes.

Q How long have you been speaking English?

A I learned English in school for three years
and worked as an interpreter for several months.

Q What is the English equivalent of the word
"Obersharfuehrer"?

A Tech Sgrgeant.

Q Who was~ the Tech Sergeant in the 10th Company
on the 21st of Dgcember 194L?

A There was no Tech Sgrgeant left in the 10th
Company on the 21st of Dgcember.

Q Did you see any Tech Sergeant of the 10th
Company bring American prisoners of war to the Company
Command Post at any time on any date?

A No, we didn't have any Tech Sergeant left
in the company. Furthermore, I didn't see any prisoners
of war brought in by the 10th company at all,

Q Were you in La Gleize on the 22nd of December
19LL?

(Mannitz-Fedivect)
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Yes.

A1l day?

From about nine A,M. until darkness fell.
Did you see any prisoners of war shot?
No,

you see any dead Aperican soldiers?

COL. DWINELL: No further questions.

RECROSS EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPTAIN SHUMACKER):
Q After you saw your Company Commander Freuss
in Buyellingen, how longz was it before you saw him
again?

A It might have been half an hour.

Q And then were you with him all the way to
Stavelot?

A No, until only a short ways the other side
of Byellingen.

Q And then he got lost and you did not see
him until the next day, the 18th of December 15ll, is
that correct?

A Yes, that is correct.

Q And the next day you saw him he was wearing
these flyert's trousers, was he not?

A I do not know whether he was wearing any
flyer's trousers. Usually, Lieutenant Preuss wore a
motorcyclist's coats

Q I am not asking you what he usually wore.

I am asking you what he was wearing on the 18th of

(Mannitz-Recross ) Z2be4
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December 15kL), when you next saw him?

A I only know that he had a motorcyclist's
coat on and I didn't see what else he wore because the
coat was rather long.

Q You did not notice that his trousers were
different from those that he usually wore?

A I didn't pay any attention to the trousers.

Q Did you see or did you notice these new
flyer's gloves that he was wearing?

A No, I didn't pay any attention to his gloves.

Q Where was Preuss' CP in La Gleize on the 22nd
of December 19LL?

A On the 22nd of Dgcember 194k, the Company C.P,
of Preuss was in the center of town in a little house.

Q Not far from the church?

A About 200 meters possibly.

Q And would there be any doubt in your mind
as to who was being talked about if someone menticned
"Masche, Masche" in your company?

A Nos
Q That was sort of a nickname, or atleast, an
expression that Preuss frequently used, is that not true?

A Yes.

Q Do you recallthat Preuss took over command
of the 1lth Company on the night of the 20th of December
19LL?

A I only know that from a tactical standpoint,

1st Lieutenant Preuss was in charge of the 11th Company

(Manni tz-Recross )
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for some periods, but I don't know when,

Q And did you know that he took over the
11th Company because Tomhardt, the commander of the
11th Company had been wounded and subsequently
Kindermann had likewise been wounded?

A Yes, I think that is why he took over the
tactical guidance of the companye

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: No further cross.

LT. COL. DNINELL: No redirect.

P IDENT: Any questions by the Court?
Apparently not. The witness is excused.

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew
from the courtroom.)

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Defense calls as its
next witness, Willy Richter. Mr, Walters, on behalf
of the Defense, will conduch the direct examination.

WILLY RICHTER, a witness called by the Defense,
after being first duly sworn, testifiedthrough an in-
terpreter as follows:

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other
proceedings were interpreted to the German counsel and
the accused,)

DIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (MR. WALTERS ) s

MR, WALTERS: May it please the Court, members
of the Prosecution.

Q State your full name,

A Richter, Willy.

(Richter-Direct)
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How old are you?

21 years.

Were you in the Eifel Offensive?

Yes.

What was your rank?

PFC.

In which platoon and company?

3rd Platoon, 7th Company.

Who was your platoon leader?

Tech Sergeant Siptrott.

Q Prior to the commencement of the offensive,

did Siptrott make a speech to his platoon?

A Yes, Siptrott made a speech in the Blanken-
heim Forest.

“ What were the contents of that speech?

A Siptrott mentioned that the offensive was to
proceed rapidly to the left and right, and that different
divisions, the Hitler Youth Division and the Division
Reich would be attacking.

Q Did he speak about supplies for the offensive?

A.  No, I don't know about that.

Q Yid he speak about tactics during the of-

fensive?
A I don't remember that.
Q Did he say anything about prisoners of war?
I don't remember that either,
Q Did Siptrott ever mention that prisoners of
war were to be shot?
PROSECUTION: If the Court please, I believe
that is leading this witness. He asked him what he said
about prisoners of war.

(Richter=Direct) 26¢4T
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MR. WALTERS: I will rephrase the question.
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (MR. WALTERS):

Q Did Siptrott at any time during the of-
fensive say anything about the treatment of prisoners
of war?

A No, I don't know.

MR, WALTERS: You may examine.

PROSECUTT No cross examination.

PRESIIENT: Questions by the Court? Apparently
none. The witness is excused.

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Defense recalls as its next
witness, Karl Heinz Lieber. Mr. Strong, onbehalf of the
Defense, will conduct the direct examination.

KARL HEINZ LIEBER, a witness recalled by the Defense,
having been previocusly duly sworn, resumed the stand and
testified further through an interpreter as follows:

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceed-
ings were interpreted to the accused and the German counsel)

REDIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (MR. STRONG)s:

FROSECUTION: The witness is reminded he is
still under oath.

THE WITNESS: Yes.

Q Are you the same Karl Heinz Lieber who
testified in this court this morhing?

A Yes.

Do you remember where you were on the 18th

(Lieber-Redirect)




Tk #309-8H-7/2-13

of December 194li, in the morning?

A Yes, I was in Stavelot.

Q What time approximately did you enter
Stavelot?

A Between 7:30 and 8:00 o'clock.

Q W11 you tell us about the conditions in
Stavelot which you found at the time of your entry?

A Severe fighting was taking place as we
entered.

Did your tanks receive fire?

Yes.

From what kind of weapons?

From anti-tank weapons and infantry.

Did you receive fire from machine guns?

Yes.

Did you receive rifle fire?

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: If the Court please, we
object. I think counsel knows he is leading the witness.
T would suggest that he just ask him about the type af
fire that he received and let the witness testify instead
of counsel.

Q From what kind of infantry weapons did you
receive fire?

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: If the Court please, that
is also leading. The witness has not testified that he
received infantry fire, using those words,

MR, STRONG: If I understood cecrrectly, he
testified so.

PRESIDENT: Objection is overruled.

(Lieber- Redirect) 2b¢ 9
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End tk /309

MR, STRONG: Will you read the question,
please?
ereupon the question was read by the reporter
as follows:

"From what kind of infantry weapons did
you receive fire?")

THE WITNESS: Machine guns ard rifles.

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (MR. STRONG )2

Q From where did you receive fire?

A From the right, from the front of town.

N Did you receive any orders from your tank
comnander in connection with the fire which you received?

A Yes, we were fired at by machine gun and the
tank commander directed fire to that target so that we
would knock it out.

Q Who was your tank commander?

A Sergeant Richards,

qQ ‘here was that machine gun located which you
Just mentioned?

A About the center of town in a house.

Q Did you see any civilians between or in
front of the houses while the fighting which you de-

scribed was going on?

A Yes, when we were knocked out and had to Jump

out from our burning tank, a civilian was standing about
eight yards away from us. I noticed that at that moment.
Q Why did you notice that?
A I didn't see why any civilian would stand
around the street just to get adose look at the wall,
and everybody who was standing in the street was in

imminent danger.
(Lieber-Redirect) 2640




Q  Did you ses any other civilians?

A Yes, when I tried to get my gumner who was wounded into
a house. A girl about 19 or 20 years and an elderly gentlemsn
were standing in front of this house.

Q Did you see any other oivilians?

A That is possible, but I didn't pay any more attention,

When were you wounded?
Botween 8:00 and 8:30 aepproximately.
That did you do after you were wounded?

A I went to & civilian house with my gunner in the town

limits.

How long did you remain there?

Until about 11:00 o'clock.

What was your reason for remaining so long in that house?

Because there was heavy firing going on in the streets.
I had taken my gunner into tho house, and we couldn't get back to
the wounded because my gunner was wounded on his leg and could move
only slowly. For that reason, I wanted to wait for a quiet moment
to get him down there.

Q What platoon did you belong to?

A The 1st Platoon.

Q Do you happen to know the position of the 3rd Platoon of
your Company in relation to the tank of your Company Commander at
the time you went to Stavelot?

A The 3rd Platoon must have been in front of lst Lt. Kremser.

Q Vhy do you believe that?

A Because Pfo, Zitzelsberger told me that he was the first
to go through Stavelot because he belonged to the 3rd Platoon,

DEFENSE (MR. STRONG): You may cross examine,

PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUMACKER): No oross examimation,

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently nons,
(Lieber - Kedirect)
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the witness is excused,

(Mhereupon the excused witness withdrew,)

DEFENSE: The Defense recalls as ite next witness, Herbert

Fischer. MNr. Strong, on behalf of the Defense, will conduct the
direct examination,

HERBERT FISCHER, a witness for the Defensge, resumed the stand
and testified further, as follows:

PROSECUTION: The witness is reminded that he is still
undar oath.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (MR. STRONG):

Q Are you the same Herbert Fischer who testified before in
this court?

A Yese
To which Compauy do you belong?
11th Company.
Do you remember vhere you were on ths 18th of December 19447
Yes, in Stavelot.
Whet time approximately did you enter Stavelot?
About 5:00 a.m.
That conditions did you find at the time of your entry?
We met severe resistance just before hitting the bridge.
What kind of fire did you encounter?
Automatic weapons - automatio and small arms fire.
When were you wounded?
About 6:00 a.um.
What did you do then?
I moved into a cellar and stayed down there.

How long did you remain in the cellar?

> L > & F o P O > O P o P> O Fr o

About 9:00 o'olocks
Q 'hat is the reason you remained in that cellar so long?

(Fisoher - Redirect)
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A I couldn't get out of the sellar while fighting was still
going on outside, and there was a lot of firing going on,
Q Did you hear the tanks going through Stavelot?
A Yes.
Q What time was it, approximately?
A Between 9:00 and 10100 o'clool.
Q About 10300 o'clock there was at that time the firing
still going on?
A Yes,
DEFENCE (MR, STRONG): Your witness.
PROSECUTION: No cross examination,
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently none,
the witness is excused.
DEFENSE: The Defense calls as its next witness Hans Zimmer,
Capt. Narvid, on behalf of the Defense, will conduct the dirasct
examination,
HANS ZIMMER, a witness for the Defense, boing first duly sworn,
testified through an interpreter es follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (CAPT, NARVID):
Q State your full name,

Hans Zimmer.

A
Q What organization wers ycu with during the Eifel Offensive?
A

8th Compeny, Panzer Regiment No. 1, LAH,

That were your duties?

Assistant gunnar,

Of what type vehicle?

A Mark IV tank of lst It. Sternebeck.

Do you recall vhen you arrived in Stavelot?
A Yes.

(Zimmer ~ Direot)
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fhat date?

The 18th.

Did you enter Stavelot or did you stop on the outskirts?
We stopped on the outskirts.

How far in the outskirts from the city?

Two or three kilometers outside of Stavelot,

And do you recall on the 18th of Decenmter 1944, same time

in the evening, receiving an order from Obersturmfuehrer Sternebeck?

A

Yose

What time was that?

late in the evening.

Was it dark?

Yes.

Could you say approximately what time?
It must have been 8:00 or 9:00 o'clocks
And what was the order?

To go to Stavelot in order to find a fuel dump allegedly

located theres

A

Wio was supposed to go along with you?

Magter Sergeant Tonk and two others whom I don't remember,
'

u/s;t. Tonk is the same person who is accused here?

Yes.

Could you identify him?

Yeose

Look -~ take a look and tell the Court what numbsr he wears.
Number sixty-eight (68).

Djd Tonk go with you to look for gasoline?

Yese

And you say two other men went along, is that correct?

Yos.

(Ris Zimmer - Direct)
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Ta=310
sh=5 You know their ranks?

If I remember properly it was one T/Sgt., and one M/Sgt.
Did you go to Stavelot?

No, we didn't get into Stavelot.

fhy not?

Because American artillery was covering it.

Q Was there much fighting going on there?

A Not at the time we were theres

Q Did you say the resson you didn't go was because of
artillery, is that correct?

A Yese

Q Now, what did you do after you couldn't eater Stavelot?
Where did you go?

A We went back about three hundred meters and went into a
house.

DEFENSE (CAPT. NARVID): 1 now show tha reporter & photo=
graph and ask it to be marked Defense Exhibit No. 8 for identification,

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Defense Exhibit
No. & for identification by the reporter.)

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (CAPT., WARVID):

Q I show you & photograph marked Defense Exhibit No. 8 for
identificetion, and ask you if that represents a house that you went
to?

A That might be the house.

DEFENSE (CAPT., NARVID): I offer Defense Exhibit No. 8
merked for identification into eviderwe and ask that it be made part

of the record.

PROSECUTION (MR, BLOWITZ): Prosecution objects to the offer

of evidence on the grounds that no foundation, proper foundation was
laid for its admission, One question wes asked of the witness and
his answor was, "It might be the house" about which he testified,

(Zimer - Direct)
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LAW MEMBER: Can't you lay a better foundation for that?
DEFENSE (CAPT. MARVID): If the Court so desires, I will
try.
QUESI{IONS BY DEFENSE (CAPT. NARVID);
Q Can you tell with any certainty whether this is the house
that you went to on that night?
A If I could see the house in the street, I might be able to
tell.
DEFENSE (CAPT, NARVID): I withdraw the offer,
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (CAPT, NARVID):
Q Zimmer, the reason you couldn't identify this house was
because it was pitch dark, wasn't i%?
A Yes.
PROSECUTION (MR, ELOWITZ): May it please the Court, the
answer was given before the objection was made. The question was

olearly leading, I'he answer was put in the mouth of the witness and

he hardly had much choice in answering any other way than in which

he did. Prosecution moves that the Court disregard the answer and
question, and that they be stricken from the record.
LAW MEMBER: The question was obviously leading, and the

Court will disregard the question and the answer, and it should be
stricken from the record.
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (CAPT. NARVID):

Q Zimmer, you testified that you received the arder about
8100 or 9:00 o'clook?

A Yes.

Q About what time or how much later did you arrive at the

A About one hour later.
Q And this was in the wintertime? Is that right?
A Yes.

(Zimer - Direct)
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A

Wes there any electrioity in the house?

I don't know that., I didn't see any lights in the house.
Were there any street lights nearby?

I didn't see any, no,.

Did all four of you go to the same house?

I can't say for sure. I think M/Sgt. Tonk went into the

house, but I don't know whether anybody else went in,

Q
the house?
A
Q
A
the house
there was
Q
A

(Zimner -

Yo you recall where M/Sgt. Tonk was when you came close to

Yes.

Where was he?

He stopped ssveral half tracks, and he was standing near
and vehicles driving into Stavelot. He informed them that
still small arms fire in town.

Did you hear the small arms fire in town?

Yes, I did hear firing several times.

¥hat did you do when you came to the house?

T remsined sitting outside the house.

There did you sit?

I was sitting outside the front of the house.

Was your back to the door?

No, against the wall,

Did Tonk sit with you?

Yes.

What did you do while you were sitting together?

e smoked a cigarette.

Was the door closed or opens

As far as I know it was olosad,

Did you at any time see the door open?

I didn't see that, no,

Zimer, you say you did not see the door open, is that

Direct)
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correct?
A No,
Q Did you see Tonk enter the house through the door?
I didn't see that,
° Did Tonk at any time leave fram the place where he was
sitting with you?
A Yos,
Q For how long?
A About five minutes.
Q And where were the other two men who were with you?
A They were sitting next to me.
] Did they at any time leave you during the entire time?
A I can't say for sure.
Q fhen was the next time you saw Tonk?

Tonk returned with some fruit.

Do you know where ha got the fruit?

A As Tar as I know, he must have gotten it from the house.
Q You don't know whether he got it himself or whether some-
body gave it to him, is that true?

PROSECUTION (MR, BLOWITZ): May it please the Court,
Prosecution objects to the question on the grounds thet it is clearly
leading.

DEFENSE (CAPT. NARVID): I withdraw the question,

PROSECUTION: Withdraw the answer too?

DEFENSE (CAPT., NARVID): And the answer.

LAW MEMBER: The question and enswer will be stricken fram

the recorde
QUESITIONS BY DEFENSE (CAPT. NARVID):
Y Q Zimmer, do you know which of the three other men entered
the house, if any at all?
& I don't knows

(Zimmor - Direct)




Q Now, while you were sitting in front of this house, did
you hear anything?
A Yes, I heard two shots.
Do you know from where they came?
They were pistol shots - must have been.
Could you tell from what direction they came?
Yes, fram the house.
How could you tell?
I heard the shots coms from the house.
Did you hear any noise in the house?
No.
Did you hear any screams coming from the house?
No.
Uo you know vho made those shots?
I can't say.

Now, after you saw Tonk with the jar of fruit, what did

We ate the fruit.
#nd what did you do then?
We went back to the C.Pe
When you say "we", who do you mean?
Well the two others who were with us.
Q “id you enter the C,P, yourself?
A Yes, I stopped outside the C.P. = in the outside room in
front of the C.P.
“id Tonk enter the C.P.7
Yose

¥here was he?

Now, you said you were in the front room, is that correct?

Q
A
Q
A He was in the room next to it.
Q
A

Yes.

(2immer - Direct)
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Was the door between the front room and ths rear room closed?
Yes.
How many other men were in the front room at that time?
There were several more infantrymen theres
About how many?
Ten or fifteens
What were they doing?
Some of them were sleeping there.
Was there enyone engaged in a conversation?
A Yes. Some of the infantrymen were talkinge
Q Now, while you were in this front room, did you hear any-
thing from the rear room?
A I heard the words "fruit" and "eivilians".

“re those the only words you heard?

Yes.

Yid you ever make a statement to the Prosecution?

Yoz

Vhere?

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, we object to that as
being irrelevant and immaterisl.

DEFENSE (CAPT. NARVID): Please the Court, I do not intend
in this question to go into anything that transpired in Schwasbisch
Hall except one question connecting previous testimony with the
testimony in a statement given.

PROSECUTION: That doesn't make any differencey it is still
irrelevant and immaterial,

PRESIDENT: Objection susteined.

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (CAPT. MARVID) ¢
Q Zimmer, do you recall previously testifying at this trial?

.

A Yes.

(Zimmer - Direct)




DEFENSE (CAPT, MARVID): I read from page 1111 of the record...

PROSECUTION (MR, ELOWITZ): lay it please the Court, before
you begin to read that, I presume that the purpose of the reading
of this testimony is to impeach your own witness, is that correct?

DEFENSE (CAPT, NARVID): Plesase the Court, not to impeach the
witness, t0 explain an apparent inconsistency and the reason there-
for,

PROSECUTION (MR, ELOWITZ): May it pleass the Court, it is very
hard to distinguish betwsen an inconsistency as testified to by
Defense's own witness and an impeachment of the witness.

DEFENSE (CAPT. MARVID): This is dons for the benefit of the
Court, as well as the benefit of the Defense. If there is an incon=
sistency between the present testimony and testimony given under cath
in the trial, and it is in the record, I think the Court would like to
know why the inconsistency, and I submit the question to the Court.

PROSECUTION (MR. BLOWITZ): May it please the Court, the law
is definitely olear as to the right of the Defense to impeach its own
witness. There is certain procedure, there is certain predicate which
may be leid whereby the Defense can inform the Court and the Court
may inform itself of any inconsistency. It is improper for the Defense
to impsach the witness in the manner in which it is attempting to do
ite

LAW MEMBER: In the meautime we. ) are wasting a lot of time., I
think we will continue with thas question.

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (CAPT. NARVID):
Q I read you from page 1111 in the record, and ask you if you

made that statement in answer to a question, which I shall also read:

"Q What happened at the C.P.

A ){/Sgt Tonk reparted back in, reported also that he
had executed the ordsr, but did not find any gas.
Then I heard Tonk say that he had brought some
fruit along, and that two civilians had to kick the
bucket",

A Yos.

(Zimmer = Direct)




Is that the truth?

o

Could you explain how you came to making ths statement that,
"two civilians had to kick the bucket"?

A Yell, I made the statement for the reason that I was very
excited in Schwaebisch Hall,

Q What made you excited?

AL One day before, or possibly several days befors, I don't
know for sure, the Polish guard unit came to my cell and wanted to
beat me up or hang me, or sanething.

Q Were you sver threatened to be hung by anybody else?

Q Now, the words: "two civiliens had to kick the bucket", were
those words that you used in Schwaebisch Hall?

A Yes, that is about ths way I put it.

Y14 anybody ask you to put it that way?

lo, I wasn't agked,

If you state that it wasn't true, why did you so state?
Well, I was very excited and I was interrogated, and that's

how I said ite

? Zimmer, do you understand the sanctity of an ocath?

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, we object to that as
being improper on direct examination.

PRESIDENT: Objection sustaineds Is that & convenient
place to stop?

DEFENSE (CAPT. NARVID):  Yes, sir.

PRESIDENT: The Court will recess until 1330,

(Whereupon at 1200 hours the Court recesssd.)

(Zimmor - Direot)
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CAMP DACHAU, GERMANY

2 July 1946,

AFTERNOON SESSION

(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 1330 hours.)

PRESIDENT: Take seats, The Court will come to order.

PROSECUTICN: ILet the record show all members of the Court, all
members of the Prosecution, all members of the Defense except Lt. Col.
Dwinnel who is absent on business of the Defense, all of the defendants
and the Reporter are present.

DEFENSE COUNSEL: The Defense recalls Hans Zimmer.

HANS ZIMMER recalled as a witness for the Defense, having been pre-

viously sworn, testified further through an interpreter as follows:

PROSECUTION: The witness is reminded that he is still under

DIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (Capt. Nawvid):

Q On direct examination you testified that you only heard the
word "civilians" and that you did not hear the phrase "two civilians had
to kick the bucket", isthat true?

A Yes.

Q You also testified that the words "two civilians had to kick
the bucket" that you made at Schwabisch Hall under pressure; is that
correct?

A I couldn't say under pressurer. The reason for that was that
the Polish guard units threatened me with penalty,

DEFENSE COUNSEL (Capts Narvid): I respectfully admit to the
Court that with respect to this answer I plead surprise, and only for the
purpose of impeaching this particular answer I ask leave of the Court to
quote from a sworn statement, after laying the proper foundation. A
sworn statement given to Defense byy this witness which is inconsistent

with this answer.

2643
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PRESIDENT: The reporter will read that and get it
interpreted,

PROSECUTION (Mr. Elowitz) The prosecution has no ob-
Jection to the motion,

PRESIDENT: Proceed.

LAW MEMBER: Having pleaded surprise, the Defense may
proceed to question this witness with regard to an inconsistent
statement,

DEFENSE COUNSEL (Dapt. Narvid): Zimmer, do you recall
being examined by the Defense on the 12th of June, 19467

A Yes.

Q And was the examination conducted under oath?

A Yes.

Q I show you this document and ask you whether this is
your signature?

A Yes.

Q And are these your initials all over the page?

Yes.

Showing corrections?

Yes.

Did you sign the second page?

Yes.

And listed all the changes?

Yes.

Did you sign the third page?

Yes.

DEFENSE COUNSEL (Capt. Narvid): I will quote and let
you read the German yourself, so you can see I am reading accur-
ately. This paragraph only. I ask you whether the following para-
graph which I am going to read from your statement is the truth?

"In Schwabish Hall I was interrogated five or six times.
On one occasion I made a written statement which was dis-

(Zimmer=: ‘direct) 2644
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tated to me by wMr. Kirschbaum,"
Yes.
"I told M r. Kirschbaum thet I only heard the word
"civilians" mentioned inthe back room, and that very
faintly."
Yes.
"However, he insisted on me writing that I heard
"two civilians had to pay for it". I had never sug-
gested that phrase; that was coined by Mr. Kirsch-
baum. I want to state also that I could not recall
most of the things that happened that night., Mr.
Kirschbaum suggested to me many things I could not
remember and told me that he knew more about the
incident than I did."
A Yes, that is correct, except the date. The date was
suggested to meby the Prosecution,
Q What date are you talking about?
A I was talking about the 17th and this was supposed to
have happened on the 18th.
DEFENSE COUNSEL (Capt. Narvid): No further questions.
CROSS EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Mr. Elowitz):
Q Zimmer, other than the discrepancy in the date, nothing
else was suggested to you by Mr. Kirschbaum? Is that correct?
A No.
Is that right?
Yes.

Q Zinmer, since you appeared as a witness for the Prose-

cution were you interrogated by a menber of the Defense in the

of the d, Tonk, beck and Junker?
Yes.
PROSECUTION (Mr. Elowitz): That is all,
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (Capt. Narvid): With leave of
the Court, I would like to ask one more paragraph in the same

statement, to clear up that one.

(Zinmer—.cross) <045
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PROSECUTION (Mr. Elowitz): If the Court please, he

is trying to impeach this witness again, on same other particular

question,
LAW MEMBER: I don't know,
PROSECUTION: Well, we would like to know, because we
do not see any inconsistency to clear up so far,
LAW VEMBER: Neither does the Court know,
PRESIDENT: Iet's get this Lranslated,
DEFENSE COUNSEL (Capt. Narvid): I withdraw that, if
the Court please. I will question on that,
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (Capt. Narvid):
Q When I interrogated you, zimmer, do you recall me tell-
ing you to tell the absolute truth?
A Yes.
PROSECUTION: If the Court please, we object; he is
leading the witness., Certainly suggesting the answer.
PRESIDENT: The objection is sustained.
PROSECUTICN: We move that the question and answer be
stricken and the court instructed to disregard it.
PRESIDENT: The question and answer will be stricken
from the record and disregarded by the Court,
Q When I interrogated ycu, Zimmer, did Tonk tell you
what to testify?
A No.
DEFENSE COUNSEL (Dapt. Narvid): That is all.
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Prosecution?
PROSECUTION (Mr. Elowitz): Nothing further.
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently
none. The witness is excused.
(Whereupen the witness was excused amd withdrew

from the courtroom.)

(Zimmer - redirect).
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DEFENSE COUNSEL: The Defense cells =s its next witness
Heinz Buchner. Dr. leiling, on behalf of the defense, will con-
duct the direct examination.
HEINZ BUCHNER,called as a witness for the Defense, was sworn
and testified through an interpreter as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION
TONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (Dr. Leiling):
Q What is your name?
A Buchner.
Keep up your voice, Were you ever a member of the
German armed forces?
A Yes.
Which unit did you belong to in December 19447

I was a member of the lst company of the Tiger Battal-

What was your last rank?
I was 2nd It.
Are you presdently a priscner of war?
Yes.
Where are you being held in custody?
A Here in Dachau.
Q On the 18th of December 1944 where were you on that par-
ticular day at about noon?
A tn the 16th of December, towards 12 o'clock I was about 400
meters in front of the entrance of Stavelot,
Q  Wnich entrancetto Stavelot do you mean?
A T mean the entrance of Stavelot when you are coming on the
road from Lodomez to Stavelot.
Q What happened there?
A During the offensive T ran out of fuel end I had to

stop there because I couldn't keep on traveling any mores

(Buchner - direct)
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Q When you got to Stavelot, was there any combat?

A Yes, lhen we arrived at Stavelot there was some
combat activity. After the fire had stopped the colum drove
on but I remained standing there.

Q The combat unitldrove into Stavelot? Did they go
into any actions?

A Yes, some combat was going on for about half an hour.

Can yougive us the main point of the combat?
PROSECUTION: If the court please, we object to this
question because the witness testified he stopped outside of
Stavelot znd was not in there nor able to know what took place.
LAW MEMBER: He might have been able to observe it.
We will allow the answer.
PRESIDENT: Objection over ruled.
A The main point of combat activity was in Stavelot propers
T could observe this from the road on which I was standing which
was leading directly into Stavelot.

Q Did you receive any fire on the particular spot you
were standing?

A I received some antiaircraft fire from the right bank
of the Ambleve,

PROSECUTION: (Capt. Shumacker): If the court please,
I believe thers was a mistake in the translation. I believe the
word was anti-tank, instead of anti-aircraft.

INTERPRETER: Yes, it was anti-tank, I am sorrye

Q Anything unusual happen on the 18th of December?

A My company commander returned from Stavelot on a motor-
cycle and warned me that there were some partisans in Stavelot
proper. Thereupon drove of f again.

Q What do you mean by partisans?

A He expressed himself in the following say:

(Buchner - direct)
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firing out of all the houses and you must be very careful
and no member of the group is supposed to be outside of the
tank,

What happened then?

In the course of the afterncon the aritllery directed the

Did the fire increase or did it decreased?
The fire increased towards the evening and lasted all
night long.

9 Could you observe the aim, the aims, of the artillery

A The fire was mainly directed to the entrance of the
town of Stavelot, the fire was mainly directed to the entrance
of the town of stavelot and to the other end of Stavelot in
the direction of Trois FPonts,

How long did this fire last?

A 1This fire lasted up to the 2lst of December when I’
left my position and the intensity of the fire was changed.

Q VWhat happened on the 19th of December?

A On the 19th of December I heard some--towards 1300 or
1400 hours I heard some combat noises coming from the other
side of Stavelot.

Q Did anything else happen on the 19th?

A Towards the evening of the 19th Tiger and several
Mark IV attacked the bridge and the entrance of the town of
Stavelot. The attack was broken and the tanks retired in the
direction of Wanne.

Q What happened then on this particular evening?

A About one hour later the bridge was blown off.

Q@  ¥ho blew it off.

A I don 't know, by whom the bridge was blown off.

(Buchner - direct)
2043
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Q As far as you could cbserve, were any American troops in
the vicinity of the Ambleve bridge at that particular time?

A I did not see an American soldier in the vicinity of
this bridgeand, in my opinion--

PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumicker): If the court please,
we object to the opinions being expressed by this witness.

A And, in my opinion, there could not be any American
soldiers in the vicinity of this bridge since artillery fire
was constantly directed to this particular spot.

Q May it please the court, this is only a conclusion which
he draws from his own observation, .

PROSECUTION: He is still expressing an opinion,

LAW MEMBER: Well, I don't think there is very much
objection ko it; we will take it for what it is worth and give
it whatever value we deem necessary.

Q At that time was there any American artillery fire directed
to the vicinity of the bridge?

A Not during the time when the bridge was blown off,

Q Directing your attention to the 20th of December, what

happened on this particular date?

4 On the 20th of December at dawn two infantry companies
attacked thebridge.

Q Did you observe this attack?

A I could observe this attack very well fram my posi~
tion since the whole valley and the entrance of the town were
under me,

Q What did you see?

A I could observe the fire coming out of the houses
and directed to the attacking infantry men., Particularly out
of a big school buflding which was located near the bridge and

was distinctly marked with a red cross,

(Buchner - direct)
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Where was this school building located?
A This school building was on the right side of the
river, very close to the bridge.
Q At the same time when there was some shooting out of
the houses, was there any American artillery fire on the bridge?
A During the attack there was intengive fire of mortar
pleces and artillery on this particular part of the town.
Q Which direction did this fire come from?
4 The dire came from the north and northeast.
DEFENSE COUNSEL (Dr. Ieiling): No further ques-
tions,
PROSECUTICN: No cross examination.
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently
none; the witness is excused .
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from

the courtroom.)

(Buchner - direct).
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pany Commander
talion.

fhen did you reach the town of Stavlot during the

afternoon of the 18th of

From which direction did you

town of Stavelot?

following

third com

You mean the direction?

It was from the east,
Can you tell us some thing about the march order?
fhen our battalion fell out it marched off in the

arch order: The second company had to lead, then the

any followed, then my company, that is the Headquarters

26545
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1 Company, and the Pioneer Company, which had
been attached to us, and the battery was marching in the point,
I can't tell you exactly on which place.

Q Who was the Company Commander of the 2nd Company?

A 1lst Lt. Coblenz.

Q Did the company of Coblenz pass the entrance of the town
of Stavelot?

A It could have. Coblenz was in the lead and,as I already
said before, the lead reached the town of Stavelot between noon and
1300 hours.

Q At this particular time when the company reached the
town of Stavelot was there any unusual incident, any enemy activity?

A At first I did not notice anything of enemy activity, the
unusual incident, as you call it, I can state the halt of the
battalion in front of Stavelot.

Q At that time was the 2nd Battalion Company of Coblenz
still with you?

A Coblenz was leading the point of the march column and
I was in it about 2% to 3 kilometers behind Coblenz with my company.

Q Was there any air attack?

A The air attack took place a little later between 1400
and 1600 hours and lasted for nearly one and a half hours.

Q Where were you at that particular time?

A I wes about 2} kilometersdn front of the entrance of
the town of Stavelot on the road.

Q Is it true that you reached the westerm edge of Stavelot
during the night after you had ‘traveled through Stavelot?

A Yes, we reached Stavelot and then continued our advance

in a western direction in the direction of La Gleize.

2656
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When did you reach La Gleize?
We arrived at La Gleize at about midnight.
And what happened then?

We made & turn in La Gleize and drove on in the

direction of Cheneux. On the way the battalion was stopped

and we received orders to go back to La Gleize since we could not
continue our advance because of a bridge that was blown out in
front of us.

Q When was that?

A That might have been betwsen one and two o'clock in
the morning of the 19th of December.

Q What happened then?

A The battalion returned to La Gleize and spent the night
there, and toward noon of the 19th of December the battalion fell
out in order to go to Stavelot, to clean Stavelot, in the first
place to keep Stavelot clean as a road for supplies.

Q At that time were there any enemy fire?

A Where do you mean?

Q When you fell out in order to attack Stavelot from
& western direction?

A We drove from La Gleize to Trois Ponts on motor
vehicles. On that way we did not receive any fire. The battalion
dismounted the vehicles near Trois Points and then fell out for
the attack on Stavelot.

Q What did the unit consist of?

A When we reached La Gleize one group or one platoon
on motorcycles, I can no longer tell exactly, marched in the
point as a reconnaisance group. Then the 2nd Company followed and
after the 2nd Company part of the heavy company, and then the
Headquarters Company, and the rest of the 4th Company formed the
end of the column. I forgot that the Pioneer Company was also
present on this march but I don't lmow in which particular spot
they were marching, At any rate, behind my company,

2657
Goltz - Redirect)
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little groups and, accordi

estimate, were about a hundred men altogether.

(Goltz - Redirect)




orreotly, ¥
when you were ¢ Stavelot

A Yes, that was this whole ok =-prior to the
attack of fighter bombers.

here was Coblenz and his company at that particular ¢

A Coblenz in the lead of the battalion was already in the
town of Stavelot proper. About two and one-half kilore ters ahead of mo,
as already stated.

Q hy was it the trdin stopped outside of Stavelot, as
far as you and the following wnits were concerned?

A The lead of the battalion, particularly the third com=-
pany, r eceived fire in Stavelot and therefors they had to stop and
they had to retire, and that was the reason why the units following
had to stop tooe.

I ask you to go back & little in your rescollection with
reference to tho a ¥ on Stavelot from the west. Did I understand
you correctly when you said that you were going up the hills in a
nor thvest direction from Stavelot?

A No, not from Stavelot, by Trois Ponts. From Trois Ponts
it ts in a northwest dirsction to the hills.

Q Vhere was the second company with Coblenz at that par=-
tioular time and at what hour?

A The company cf Coblenz was marching on the road from
Stavelot to Trois Ponts--from Trois Fonts to Stavelot, in infantry
order. It might have been about 1400 hours; and since Coblenz rsceived

artillery fire with his commany, I and my company were assigned to

find out where the positions of the batteriss were located.

DEFENSE COWSEL (Dr. Ffister): No further questionse

RE-CROSS EXANINATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTIN:
Q Lte. Goltz, did the whole battalion stop before Stave-
lot on the 18th?
A Yes, the entire battalion stopped. The lead--that is the

(Goltz-Reaross) .« P <




second and third co 1ys.in the town pr
outside of Stavelot. :

R Step over here to Prosacution's Exhiblt Noes 3. A
understand your testimony, you testifisd that you approached Stavelot
from the east on the 18th. Now before approaching stavelot, did the
reconnaissance battalion stop?

A Yes, we stopped but that was further in front of Stave~
lot. I am not sure whether it was Colinet or Lodomez. Ve stopped
there for about one quarter of an hour and than continusd our advance.
Otherwis® there was no othar halt, only afterwards the atop prior to
the attack of fighter bombers. After the lead had received some fire
in the town of Stavelot proper.

Q Referring to this intersection about half a kilomater before
Stavelot, did you stop there?

DEFENSE COINSEL:(Dr. Pfister): I objects

A I don't know whet intersections you ars talking about.
I did not mention sny internaction_s_/‘/zijjut on the grownd and for the
resson that I did not mention sn intersection of Stavelot on direct
examination, but only a stop immediately before Stavelot.
PROSECUTION: ( If the ocourt pleamse, I believe that is im-
modiately before Stavelot, and he tastified they stopped before State-
lote I am trying to fix the place they stopped.
PRESTDENT: Objection over ruled.

Q Now let me ask. Did you atgat this road intersection
just before you reacned Stavelot about one-half kilometsr before
Stavelot.

A I personally lmow that the battalion drove on towards
Stavelot and stopped to gether with the lead in Stavelot proper. I,
mysalf, was at some place on this roade

Q Did you stop on that road before you entsred Stave lot?

A Yos, vo stopped.

Q What time of dey was it you stopped there?

A
(Goltz = Cro coNy
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A The 2nd Company was in Stavelot proper. The march-
ing colum vas about six kilomsters long and I, myself, was at
ths beginning, or at the middlg, of the second tank.

it time did the 2nd Company clear Stevelot in
In my opinion the 2nd Compa i some vehicles
and at once made the clearance of the town.
Did you leave Stavelot on the 18th?

A Late in the late evening of the 18th of December
the rest of the battalion went throurh Stavelot and procesded
inths direction of Trois Ponts.

Q I am asking you sbout the 2nd Comp
2nd Company leavs Stavelot?

Yos, the 2nd Company also left Stavelot on the 18+th.

Q het time did you leave Stavelot?

A I ocan't give you the exact hour since I myself was
not in the lead but only caught up with the colwm in the late
midnight hours.

Q Vhere did you catch wp with the colum?
Ths battation assembled at about this point on the
Q Let the record show that tho witness indicated I. point
east of Trois Ponts about one kilometer. Now what time was it
that you cauznt up with the colum there?

A That was on the 1Bth of Dgcember, towerds 23 hours.

Q s the 2nd Company there?

A Yes; Coblenz was already walting for us. 1 remem-

ber this incident exactly since the COmpany Commander had 4o 899

the Commanding Officer end the Comnénder reprimanded me and Dug-

ener very severely, because Coblonz had traveled through Stave lot

(Goltz - Cross)
covl




alread; the af'ternocon an

evenings  On the road between Stavelot and Trois Fonts there

was a big bombing crater snd we could not procesd on the roade. Vhen
I got to the bombing hole several men of the 2d Company wers occupied
with £i1ling up the hole. The hole was filled up to such an ex-
tent that you could travel over the hole in one dirsction.

hat time vas it you resched the bomb crater on that

A It might have been towards 2200 hours bsfore we
reached Trois Ponts. The advance on this highway was very slow,
since only single vehicles could drive over this bormb cratar
and that very slowly.

Did you ses Coblenz at the bomb crater?

A I did not see Coblenz on the bomb crater but later on
through the commandant.

Q Did you see Enittel at the bomwb crater?

DEFFNSE COWNSEL (Dr. Ffister): 1 object to thate
This was not brought out in direct examination. I didn't aven
mention the bomb crater in direct examination.

PROSECUTION: I don't believe I am limited on cross,
if the Court plemse, to every vword the Dgfense might bring up.

tostified they were in that area.

DEFENSE COWSEL:(Dr. Pfister): I amnot of the
opinion that jyou can ask with reference to the whole area, but
the single, individual incident should be brought up especially,
and this is necessary partioulsrly bscause the Defonse limits it-
8elf on certain inoidents on certain points.

PROSECUTION: If the court please, I am sure thet
the law is I can test the oredibility of this witmessjon direct
exanination he testified about the movements of this battalion,

whers they were, and the date, and hours, and where they were,

and thelir advance movements. I am sure I am not restricted.

cuu?
(Goltz - oross)




COINSEL (Dr. Pfist
& fundamental objection, Ax‘e]a-v~)xxt,
to thus cover smything In the objsotion.
PRESTDENT: Objection over ruled.
PROSECUT ' tead the last question?
ereupon the 1 question vas read by the re-
portor.)

o0, did not ses Inittel at the bomb orat

ow, can you locate on the road where this b

orator was at about, arproximately at this
ONs Let the record show that 2 witness

& point on the road about one kilometsr east of Trois

Did the reconnaissance battalion bslong to the lst
S8 Pangzer Division?

A Yos, the Reconnaissance belonged to the lst 88.
Fanzer Divisions

Q Did you raturn to the attaclk on Stavelot from the
west on the 19th of Dgcember?

A Yes, I already said that we filed out for an attack
to Stavelot from LaGleize by y of Trois Ponts.

Q Did all of your compsny participets in that attack
wmder your command?

A With the exception of ths 2nd Flatoon and the platoon
of motoreycles. I led the other two platoons up to the hills
northwest of Stavelot.

hat about the Pioneer Platoon? Did thay attack with you?
DIFENSE COWSEL (Dr. Pfister): I object.
-tioned the situation of the attack with reference to ths Recon~-

naissance battalion of the 2nd Company and the Headquarters Com-

(Goltz - cross) 20“3




questionse
If the Court please, when this witness

vas on the witness stand once befors he said that the Pioneer Fla-

toon ves wdsr his commend. Vias part of the Headquarters Companye

And T am asling him now about the part the Fioneer Flatoon played

in this Command, asking him if it was wmder Coblenz or under his

comuand in the attack. If the Court plemse, I don't want you to

confuse the Picmeer Company and the Fioneer Flatoon, in reference

to the Reconnaissance Dattalion; they are two different organizationse

DEFENSE COWSEL (Mre Strong): Imy I request the
rosecution to state whether it refers to any testimony given by

s, or any provious testimony given in ths court
at some other date?

PROSECUTTION: I will ask him now, if the Court wm ts
m to. Is the Pioneer Platoon part of your command or of the
Headquarters Company?

DIFENSE COWSEL (Mre Strong): If the Court ploase,
we believe that the witness had not testified today in direct exami-
nation on anything the Prosscution now asks, and we believe that
ha, baing cross examined today, should not bé compelled to answer
any questions in referance to previous eithar direct examination
or cross examination at some other date.

FROSECUYION: If the court please, this witness
testified about leading his company in the attsck. I bslieve he
did that today, mless my memory fails me.

LAW Mi¥RER: Cross examine with respect to anything
in connection with his company to which he testifiod today; don't
go back of that time.

PROSECUTION: Is the Pioneer Platoon part of the
Headquarters Company?

A Yos, the Fioneer Platoon was part of the Headquartors

Company.

(Goltz - oross) covg




« low, during the attack on Stavelot fro ha west
on the 18th of Decenber, was the Pioneer Platoon wmdsr your
command?

A During the first part of the attack, yes.

Q Tn the last part of the attack, whose command
vas it wnder?

A I last led the Pioneer Platoon while procseding
up to the hills on the west of Stavelot and they vere detached
from us by artillery fire.

Q They reached Stavelot, didn'y they?

A Yes. I found out later the Pioneer Platoon
reached Stavelot on ths same evening.

Q Are you referring now to the 19th?

lgg, it was on the 19th.
Now vho vwas in command of the Pionesr ¥latoon?

A 2nd Lt. Dposge was in charge of the Pioneer Platoon.

Q Isn't it a fact that while they were at Stavelot
and cut off from you, they were wnder ths command, tactically, at
least, of Coblens?

DEFENSH COWSEL (Dr. Pfister): I think that was &
mixtake in interpretation. 1ill you repeat it, please.
(Wheroupon the question vas read by the rerorter.)

A ¥hom did you mean by "they"?

Q The Pioneer Platoon.

A Vhen the Pioneer Flatoon was cut off from me he
probsbly vas wnder the command of Coblenzs

Q Is the Coblenz you are referring to the acoused,
who is wearing No. 97

A Yeos e

TROSECUTION: NO FURTHLR CROSS examinations
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COWSEL (iR. Pfister):

Q Do you have my further lmowledge about this matter

(Goltz - redirect) oLy
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of the command?

A I don't Imow snything about thate I was not in

PROSECUTION: No further questionse

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the court? Apparently
none, the witnsss is excused.
PROSIDENT: The oourt will recess wntil 1530 hourse

(Mersupon the court at 1500 hours took a recess).
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(Whereupon court réconvened at 1530 hours.)

PRESIDENT: Take seats. Court will come
to order.

PROSECUTION : f the Court please, let
the record show that all the members of the Court,
all the members of the Prosecution, all the members
of the Def , With the exception of Dr. Wieland and
Dr. iling, who are absent on business of the De:
all the defendants and the reporterare present.

DE] ; COUNSEL: Defense calls as
witness Ernst Mahl, Dr. Pfister, on behalf of
will conduct the direct examination. He was a Prosecution
witness.

ERNST MAHL, ‘a witness called by the Defense, having
been first duly sworn, testified through an interpreter
as follows:

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceed-
ings were interpreted to the German counsel and the accused. )

DIRECT EXAMTINATION
TIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (DR. PFISTER):

Q Are you the same witness, Epnst Mahl, who
has already testified in this case?

A Yes.

Q Are you a prisoner of war?

Yes.

A
Q What battalion did you belong to in the

action before Stavelot?
A Reconnaissance Battalion, Headquarters

Company ,Pioneer Platoon.

-
(Mah1-Direct) Zuvy
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that was your rank?
55 man, Private.
Where were you on the 18th of December 194L4?
Outside Stavelots
Yhat time of day was that?
December 18the
Q You did not answer my question., Wpat time of
day was it?
A In the afternoon between 1500 and 1600 hours.
Q Where was the company led by lst Lieutenant

Coblenz at that time?

A The 2nd Company had already pushed through

Stavelots

Q Did you at that time see Coblenz outside of
Stavelot?

A Noe

Q Is this testimony contradictory to your
former statements before the Court?

A Yes.

Q How did that happen?

A #hen I first came to Dachau things happened so
fast I couldn't follow it and I couldn't think it
through.

Q Where were you on the 19th of December 19L4L4?
Describe the movement of the Pioneer Platoon to the
Cczurt.

A We spent the night in La Gleize and drove
back to Stavelot from there., Just outside of Stavelot

there was a little tom. I don't know the name of it

(Mahl-Direct) eovd




any more. We then received the order from 2nd
Lieutenant Droege to clean up all the houses and to
shoot in case resistance is offered.

Q While your platoon attacked Stavelot, were
you ever at the railroad embankment?

A Yes, I was at the railroad embankm
received mortar fire at the railroad embankment and ran
away from the fire quickly, going towards the road where
several houses were standing and I saw Coblenz together
with thirty f his company. Droege talked to lst
Lieutenant Coblenz and in doing that turned 10 civilians
over to the Pioneer Pjatoon.

Q What did the Pioneer Platoon then do?

A It continued to march towards the north.

Q Did you as a witness in this court testify

your personal observations next to the barn?

A I don't know any more for sure.

Q Did you see 1lst Lieutenant Coblenz near that

No.
When did you again see lst Lisutenant Coblenz?
Half an hour earlier,
DR. PFISTER: The witness did not understand
my question.
Q Did you see lst Lieutenant Coblenz afterwards
again?
A Yes, he marched to an empty field in the
direction of Stavelot.
Q When were you captured?
On December 22nd.

Q - Where were you then?

Vg
(Mahl- Direct)
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In a cellar.
Was Coblenz in this cellar too?
Yes.

DR. PFISTER: No further questions.

CROSS EXAMINATION
Y PROSECUTION:
What day did you come to Dachau?
May 2nd.
What day did you testify in this court?

A I don't know, one or two days later, I don't
know for sure.

Q Reading from the Record dated 31 May 1946,
page 1037, I will ask you if this question was asked
and this was the answer given: (Reading)

"Question Will you state your name?
"Answer Frnst Mahl"
Did you answer that way to that question?

A Yes.,

Q Is that on the 3lst day of May? Is that
the first time you testified in this court?

A That is not possible. I arrived here on
May 2nd ancd I was put before the court right after
that. It might have been three or four days but certainly
not three or four weeks.

PROSECUTION: No further questions,
DEFENSE COUNSEL: Nothing further by the
Defense.

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court?

(Mahl-Cross)
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Apparently not. The witness is excused.

(Whereupon the witness was excused and
withdrew from the courtroom.)

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Defense recalls as its
next witness Hans Zimmer. Mr. Strong, on behalf of the
Defense, will conduct the direct examination.

HANS ZIMMER, a witness recalled by the Defense,
having been previously duly sworn, resumed the stand
and testified further through an interpreter as
follows:

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other pro-
ceedings were interpreted to the German counsel and the
accused., )

PROSECUTION: The witness is reminded he is
still under oath,

REDIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL: (MR, STRONG)

Q Are you the same Hans Zimmer who testified
in this court this afternoon and morning?

A Yes.

Q Will you tell us whether, during the so-
called Eifel Offensive, yon were in Wanne?

A Yes.

Q Will you tell us when, approximately, you

entered Wanne?
A On December 20th.
At approximately what hour?
Afternoon, three o'clock.
In whose tank were you?
A 1st Lieutenant Sternebeck.

Q Is that the same Sternebeck whom you see in
(Zimmer-Redirect) au
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the dock to your left, an accused?

A Yes.

Q Do you remember during your stay in Wanne
to have overheard the conversation between Sternebeck
and another member of the tank crew, one Herentrey?

L Yes.

Q Will you tell us what this conversation was
about?

A The subject of the conversation was that in
case any resistance would be showing up on the part of
civilians that we should show no consideration.

< Do you remember subsequent to this conversa-
tion to have received an order from Sternebeck?

A Yes.

Q What did this order consist of?

A That we were to go to the church,that there
was supposed to be a radio station in the church.

Did you go to the clurch?
Yes.
Who was with you?
A The 1st gunner, Flass.
Q Do you remember, Zimmer, to have testified

in this court on 3 June 1946 in connection with the

same incident about which I am right now interrogating

you?

A Yes.

Q I read to you from page 1154, the following
questions and answer:
"Question About the 20th of Dgcember 19LL,

where was your unit located?
"Answer In Wanne."

(Zimmer-Redirect) o ! 2
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A Yes.
Q I read to you another question from page
11553
"Question Did you hear any conversation
between Sternebeck and the other members of
your tank about the 20th of December?
"Answer Yes."
Did you give this answer?
A Yes.
Q I will read to you another question:

"To whom was Sternebeck talking at that
time?

"Answer: I think it was with Corporal
Herentrey."

Did you give that answer?

A Yes.

Q Now, I am asking you, referring in particular
to the date of December 20th, 194k, whether you actually
overheard this conversation as of December 20th, 194k, or
whether there might be a mistake as to date?

There might be an error as to date.

When wouldyou say now this conversation took

On the 21st,
I read to you further from the Record, page
1155, the following questions and answer:

"Question: Did anything unusual occur in
Wanne that afternoon?

"Answer: I don't know,"
Did you give this answer?

(Zimmer-Redirect)
6t
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I will read you the following question:

"Did you ever hear anything that happened
to civilians at the town that afternoon?

"Answer: I couldn't say anything further.
I only saw four civilians lie in the church dead
that afternoon,
Did you give that answer?
Yes.,

I will read you the last question:

"Question: About what time of the day did
you see them there?

"Answer: In the afterncon of the 21st."
A Yes.
Q Now, referring to this last mentioned date,

I am asking you now whether you think the date of the

21st which you gave this Court is correct or whether you

might be mistaken.

A I might have made a mistake.

Q I would ask you now what date you would give
me as the date you went to the church and saw these
four dead civilians?

A It might be the 21st or 22nd.

Q Will you tell me why you now believe it to
be the 22nd?

MR, ELONITZ: May it please the Court, I
do not believe the witness answered the 22nd., He
said, "It might be the 21lst or 22nd."

MR. STRONG: My mistake. I will rephrase

this question,

(Zimmer-Pedirect)
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Q Why are you now uncertain about the date
of the 21st to which you testified in court, and why
do you now believe it might be either the 21st or 22nd?

A On the 21st I still saw one infantryman
with one civilian walk out of town.

And would you say that the order to go to
the church was given you on the same day or on the
following day?

A On the day after.

Q Do you remember that your unit received a
visit from a superior officer while you were staying
in Wanne?

HJ ELONITZ: May it please the Court, we
object. The question is leading.

PRESTIDENT: Objection sustained.

MR, STRONG: I will rephrase the question.
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (MR, STRONG):

Q Do you remember any visitors to your unit
while you were in Wanne?

A Yes.

N Who was it?

A The Divisional Cormander Mohnke.

Q On what date did he visit you?

A On the morning of the 22nd.

Q This order of Sternebeck and Plass to go to
the church, was this order given you before or after
Mohnke visited you?

A After.

Q At the time, Zimmer, this order was given

(Zimmer-Redirect)
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to you, how many German soldiers would you say, approximately,

were in Wanne?

A Anout two to three hundred men.

Q And how many tanks approximately would you say
were in Wanne?

A Apout ten,

« STRONG: Your witness.

CROSS EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (MR, ELOWITZ):

Q Zimmer, when you received the order go to the
church to see if you could find a radio station, were you
told anything else?

A No.

Q Were you told also to search for suspicious
civilians and shoot them if you found them?

A No,

Q The order t‘hat you heard Herentrey receive, was
that in connection with the hidden radio station also?

A No,

Q Do you know, or do you state no?

A No,that was the day before.

Q As to the bodies of the civilians that you saw
in the church, did you see that after or before you received
the order from Sternebeck to search out a suspicious radio
station?

MR, S TRONG: Objection., That question has already
been answered on direct examination by the witness, who testi-
fied that he received the order and upon receiving the order,

went to the church and saw the bodies. In addition, the witness

sl
(Zizmer-Recross) loto
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answered this question on page 1155 of the Record.

IR, ELONITZ: The witness is obviously confused
by the dates. I think we can get in certain order what
events occurred, just when he saw one thing in relation to
the orders he received.

MR, STRONG: I do not think the witness is con-
fused at the present time.

PRESITENT: The objection is overruled. Repeat
the question so he will be sure to get the question.

(Whereupon the question was read by the reporter as
follows:

"As to the bodies of the civilians that you
saw in the church, did you see that after or before
you received the order from Sternebeck to search
out a suspicious radio station.")

THE WITNESS: I saw that later when I went down
to look for the radio station I also saw those four dead
civilians.

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (MR, ELOWITZ):

Q And you saw the dead civilians after the order
was received by Herentrey from Sternebeck previously?

A Yes.

MR. ELOWITZ: That is all,

MR. STRONG: No further questions,

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Nothing further on redirect.

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently

MR. ELOWITZ: One more question, if the Court
please.
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (MR. ELOWITZ):

Q Zimmer, have you ever been interrogated since you

(Zimmer-Recross )
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of Sternebeck?
A Yes.

MR. ELOWITZ: That is all.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (MR. STRONG)s:
Q Zimmer, you testified in court this afternoon,
you remember?
A Yes.

Q Did anybody from Prosecution talk to you after-

Yes.
Who?
The Prosecutor, —- I don't know what his name is.
What did he tell you?
They wanted to get my papers.
Did he tell you anything else?
No.
Q Will you point out the gentleman, the member of
the Prosecution who talked to you?
A Yes.
Do you see him here in court?
Yes.
Will you point him out?
(Indicating)
MR, STRONG: Let the record show that the witness
pointed to Mr. Kirschbaum,
Q Did Mr. Kirschbaum ask you whether you had suddenly
become crazy?
A Yes.

(Zimmer-Redirect)
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IAW MEMBER: By the Court: Did you find the radio
station at the church?

THE WITNESS: No.

LAW MEMEER: Did you find a radio station?

THE WITNESS: No,

PRESIDENT: Any other questions? The witness is
excused,

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from

the courtroom,)

(zimmer-Court)




DEFENSE: The Defense calls as its next witness, Rudolf
foch. Capt. Narvid, on behalf of the Defense, will conduct the
direct examination,

RUDOLF WOCH, called as a witness for the Defense, being first
duly sworn, testified through an interpreter as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION
WESTIONS BY DEFENSE (CAPT, NARVID),
Q State your full name?
A Rudolf Woch.

Were you a membor of the LSSAH?

Yese

What organization, what platoon?

1st Company, 2nd Platoon,

Did you participate in the Eifel Offansive?

Yese

And what type of vehicle did you drive?

In s tank, No, 22,

What were your duties in this tank?

1 was a driver in that tank,

Who was the commanding officer of this tank?

Sgte Bersin was the commanding officer of the tank,

Is this the same Bersin who is an accused in this case?

Yes.

State his number to the Court?

Number one (1).

Do you recall the date you reached the outskirts of Stavelot?

That was in the evening of the 19th,

Did you ascertain at that time from anyone what the situation
at Stavelot was?

A We were lying in our quarters outside of Stavelot, and we
were told by members of the Reconnalsance Battalion - who had been

(Woch = Direct)
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repulsed - that civilians had retaken Stavelot.

Q Did you proceed to Stavelot?
We did not proceed into Stavelots
Where did you go fram there?
We made a left turn outside of Stavelot and got to Wanne.
Was Bersin with you all the time?
Yese
How long did you remain in Wanne?

A from the 20th until the second Christmas holiday, the 26th.

Q You say you were in the same tank with Bersin. Were you
algo in the same quarters with him?

A Yes.

Q Did you at any time in Wanne or anywhere else during the
Eifel Offensive hear Bersin give any orders with respect to civilians?

A I did not hear any orders from Bersine

Q Did you ever hear Bersin give any orders about shooting
prisoners of war?

A In my presence Bersin never gave any orders to shoot
prisoners of wars

DEFENSE (CAPT. NARVID): Your witness.
CROSS EXMMINATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (MR. ELOWITZ):

Q Woch, through the time you spent in Wenne, were you with
Bersin ell the time?

A Well, I couldn't have been with him all the time, because
it is usual if you quarrel with somebody that you separate once in
awhile.

Q In other worde, you have no idea what Bersin did all the
time, or at all, when he was not in your presence, is thet right?

A I don't know thate

(Woeh = Cross)
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PROSECUTION (MR. ELOWITZ): That is all,

DEFENSE: Nothing further on redirect.

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently none,
the witness is excused.

(Whereupon the excused witness withdrew.)

DEFENSE: The Defense calls as its next witness Heinz
Siessmuth. Lt. Wahler, on behalf of the Defense, will conduct the
direct examination.

HEINZ SIESSMUTH, called as a witness for the Defonse, being
first duly sworn, testirfied through an interpreter as follows:
DIRECT EXAMIFATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (LT, WAHLER):
Q That is your name, pleass?

Heinz Siessmuth.

A
Q During the period of December 17 to January 16, 1944 and

1946 respectively, were you a participant in the Eifel Offensive?
A Yes.

Q What was your Company and what was yow Regiment at that

9th Company, 2nd Regiment, 3rd Battalion,

Q At the time of this Offensive, were you a member of the
Peiper Regiment?

A Yes.

Q Were you a mamber of the Gremadier or 9th Piomeer Company?

A 9th Grenmadier Company, Battalion Diefenthal,

Q On or about the 19th of December, were you in or near the
vicinity of Stoumont?

A Yes.

Q About what time of the day was this?

A We might have arrived in Stoumont early in the morning,
ebout 5100 a.m., and attacked Stoumont 8:00 or 8:30,

(Siessmuth - Direct) CD“Z




< A%t this time, what was your military occupation in your
Company?

A I was a non-Commissioned technician in the Company, and
had the job of repairing vehicles which might get knocked out in
combat .

Q Vhat type of vehicle did you use at this time?

A We had half tracks - SPW's.

2 And what was your job on this half track?

A I was just driving along, simply driving elong in the last
vehicle in the column, in order to help repair any vehicles which
were needed,

2 From what direction had you oame prior to entering the
vieinity of Stoumont?

A We came by way of Buellingen, Engelsdorf, and entered
Stoumont.

Did you participate in the attack on the village of Stoumont?

No, T did not participate in the attackl

Did you remain there?

W promptly turned to the left, and I remained in my vehicle,
and latar - after things had cleared up - we mounted our vehicles
again and pushad through until the Stoumont railroad station.

Q Do you know what companies participated in the attack on
Stoumont ?

A I don't know that. A Panzer Company was in front of us,
and then our Company must have been the first one in the Battalion,

Q Do you know what time the attack commenced on the village
of Stoumont?

PROSECUTION (MR. ELOWITZ): May it please the Court, the
witness has already testified to that in the beginning of his testi-
mony., He made it olear that tha attack began at 8:00 o'clook.

DEFENSE (LT. WAHLER): If he did, I overlooked it.

(Siessmuth - Direct)
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LAW MEMBER: Between 8300 and 8330,
DEFENSE (LT. WAHLER): We will strike the question,
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (LT. WAHLER):
o] How long did the attack last?
A It might have taken about two hours, and after thet we

pushed through, through Stoumont, all the way to the railroad stations

Q #hen you enterad Stoumont, do you recall the particular

road that you used to go through the village?

A Well, there is & road fork, as you enter Stoumont, there
was a tank standing in the street - the road going to the right =
and that tank was knocked outs And the rcad to the left led pash
the church to the railroad of Stoumont,

DEFENSE (LT, WAHLER): (To reporter) WAll you mark this
Defense Exhibit No. 11 = D11, for identification?

(Whereupon the dooument referred to was marked Defense Exhibit
No. 11 for identification by the reporter.)

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (LT. WAHLER):

Q I show you Defense Exhibit No. 11 for identification. Does
this sketch accurately show the position of the road, the side road,
the church and buildings in the entrance to Stoumont?

PROSECUTION (MR. ELOWITZ): One moment please. If it
please the Court, I would like to know who drew this sketch, and
what knowledge - based on experience = the person had}

DEFENSE (LT. WAHLER): If the Court please, all that is
necessary in this Instance is that the witness will identify the
sketeh as being reasonably acourate., If he does such, it is admig-
sible in evidence,

PROSECUTION (MR, EIOWITZ): I have no objection to con~
tinuing the interrogation of the witness, and ask to reservs an
opportunity to make an objection later, if we have such, to the
sketch,

(Siessmuth = Direct)
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QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (LT. WAHLER):

o] Does the "Y" here indicate a reasonable condition of the
roads as they existed on the 19th day of Decembar 19447

A Yess

2 Yoes this symbol, marked with a oross, - indicating a
church - 1s that a reasonable location of the church with reference
to the "Y" on the 19th day of December 19447

A Yes, it should be about there.

) Uoes the symbol represented by a block = the first ons,
which represents a houss = does that reasonably repressnt the
position of that house relative to this road intersecting the main
road on the 19th day of December 19447

A Yes, that is about it,

Q Yoes the position of this symbol reasonably represent the
position of a house located at the intersection of the "Y", on the
19th day of December 19447

A Yes, there is a house standing there, a big house standing
hers, but I think there were a few small ones around here to0o,

Q Do thess houses, represented by block symbols, reesonably
reprasent the position of those houses on the 19th day of December
19447

A Yos.

Q Do these symbols shown in the road upgrade-upgrade, downe
grade-downgrade, reasonably indicate the inclinations of the roed
on the 19th day of December 19447 They do or do not?

A Yes.

DEFENSE (LT. WAHLER): If the Court please, we offer in
avidence Defense Exhibit No. 11,

PRESIDENT: Any objection?

PROSECUTION (MR, BLOWITZ): There has been no foundation
laid for the oifer of this exhibit, please the Court, and we would
like to reserve the right to compare it with Prosecution's Exhibit

Vo. 3, which is an accurate map ol“g\e’ area in question. In order
J
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to0 expedite the interrogation of this witness, however, we have no
objection to Defense proceeding with his questioning, and we ask
that reservation be made for us to have an opportunity to object to
it later.

LAW MEMBFR: The Court sees no reason to reserve the objec-
tion, because the witness has said it is an sccurate representation.
It has been the Sourt's policy, in admitting exhibits so fer, to
admit them on that ground, for whatever value it may have.

DEFENSE (LT. WAHLER): If the Court please, I offer it in
evidence.

PRESIDENT: The exhibit offered by the Dafonse is accepted
in evidemce and will be marked Exhibit D-1l.

(Whereupon the sketch referred to, having been previously
marked and identified, was received in evidence as Defense Exhibit
No. 11, and is attached heroto and made a part of the recorde)

DEFENSE (LT. WAHLER): And if the Court please, we request

that it be attached to the record and made & part thereof.

(To raportcr) W11l you mark these D-12, 13, 14, 15, 16 and

17 respectively?

(Whereupon the photographs referrai to wer e marked Befense's
Bxhibit No, 12, 13, 15, 14, 16 and 17 for identification by the
repcrter-)

DEFENSE (LT, WAHLED: I want to go back to D-11.
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (LT. WAHLER):

Q Showing you Defense Exhibit No. 11, will you indicate on
the sketoh vhere the town of Stoumont is located?

A We drove past this tank, and the houses started hers (indi-
cating), and the church was over here (indicating). And then we
drove in here (indiubing), and ther @ must have been & fork here
with & children's home or something (indicating), and then we went
(Siessmuth - Direct)
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on down to the Stoumont railrosd station,

Q On what portion of the sketch does the village Stoumont
1lie? Does it lis over here, on that side (indicating)?

A It must be over here on this side (indicating), but there
are houses standing on this side of the road too.

DEFENSE (LT, WAHLER): Let the record indicate that the
witness has pointed out a place above the symbol "F" I had lying
on the sketch,

PROSECUTION (MR. ELOWITZ): Just one moment, The witnoss
has indicated that he doesn't exactly know where the town starts
ot where it lies.

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (LT, WAHLER):

Q Do you know where the town is?

A Wo drove down here (indicating). All I remember is that
the church was down here, and going down this road there were houses
all over the places Vhere the center of town wes there, that I can't
say now, All we did was drive along the road and then go down to
the station,

Q I an showing you Defense Exhibit No. 12 for identification.
Does that picture reasonably portray the main road in the village
of Stoumont on the 19th day of December 19447

A Yess

Q Showing you Defense Exhibit Wo, 13 for identification,
Does this picture reaasonably indioate the condition of the church
as it appeared on the 19th day of December 19447

PROSECUTION (MR. SLOWITZ): One moment. lay it please
the Court, we objeot to ths question; it is leading the witness.
The witness should identify what he sees on that ploture, if he can,

A Well, that is the church in Stoumont,

Q Well, what does the pioture indicate?

(Siessmuth = Direct)

LN



http:indica.te
http:indioa.to
http:l'L\lll.ER

A “he picture indicates that beyond this fork road here

(indicating), and beyond that to the left I drows past the fork

on the lsft, and the church is lying on the right.

1 Does the picture of the church shav the condition of the
church as it existed on the 19th dey of Decembor 19447

A Yoss

Q Showing you Defense Exhibit No, 14 for identification,
what does that picture describe?

A lhet is the road we came along to Stoumont in, and I think
this little road should go to the left over hers (indicating).

2 Showing you Defense Exhiblt No. 15 for identification,

i? anything does that picturse portray?

That is the road towards Stoumont, also.

Q Do the conditions, as they appear thereon, the condition
of the road and the house reasonably portray the conditions as
they existed on the 19th day of December 19447

A Yos.

Q Showing you Defense Exhibit No, 16 for identification,
what if anything does that portray? What, if anything, does that
pieture pertray?

A Thet is the sntrance to Stoumont,

Q Does the position and the contour of the road, as well as
the position of the houses pictured thereon, reasonably indicate
the positions of the road and the houses on the 19th day of December
194417

A Yes.

R “howing you Defense Exhibit No, 17 for identification,
what, if anything, does this piloture portray?

A That is the Cross-Roads, and behind the Cross-Roads is
where the church is located.

(Siessmuth - Direot)




Q Yoes that picture reasomably portray the position of the
two roads as they intersect, as well as the position of the two
houses as they existed on the 19th day of December 13447

A Yes.

DEFENSE (LT. WAHLER): If the Court please, the Defense
requests that Defense Exhibits for identification from 12 through
17 inolusive, respsotively be admitted in evidemce and that it be
made a part of the records

PRESIDENT: Any objection?

PROSECUTION (MR, ELOWITZ): No objection,

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibits of fered
by the Defense is accepted in evidence and will be marked D-12 to

17 inclusive, respectively,

(Vhereupon the documents refsrred to, having been previously

marked and identified as Defenss Exhibits 12, 13, 14, 16, 16 and 17,

are atteched hereto and made & part of the records)

(8iessmuth - Direct)




WITNESS:
through
5 1 know Stownont was in approximately a r
direction., I didn't have lap har t the time and I didn't
<now which towns we were ing through so naturally I wasn't
lirectior
TION: If the court please, this witness
has testified that this was Stoumont and now he can't even put
an arrow in the direction of it and I move that it be withdrawn
from evidence,
LAW MEMBER: The only thing the court wants to know is
which direction is north on that map. That is all we want to know,
LT. WAHLER: I was going to say, if the court please,
that I have another witness who will testify pertaining to
this same exhibit and the pictures and at that time I will
connect it up with direction.
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (LT. WAHLER, Continuing):
Q Does this show what direction Stoumont is on hera?
A Yes.
LT. WAHLER: Will you please mark this Defense Exhibit
#18 .
(Whereupon the document referred to abova was marked
Defense Exhibit D-18 for Identification.)
Q Showing you Defense Exhibit #18 for Identification,
what does that picture portray?
A That's a factory which we by-passed on the right
side of the road on our way to Stoumont,
Q Does that picture reasonably portray the position
of the road and the contour of the land as it existed on the

2%

(siessmuth - Direct)
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19th day of December, 19447

A Yes.

Q Look at that picture again and see what the picture
portrays.

A That is the hilly terrain which we passed through.

Q Does that picture reasonably portray the contour of
the land as it existed on the 19th day of December, 19442

A Yes.

Q In your previous testimony you stated that it appeared
to be a factory; do you see a factory on that picture?

A There are some trees out here, the house behind it,
on this picture there does not appear to be.

Q Whereabouts on the road was that picture taken,
approximately?

A It must have been before this Cross Roads, before we hit
Stoumont. Then we must have passed the by-road on the left
side where there is only one solitary house standing.

PROSECUTION (Mr. Elowitz): If it please the court,
in the exhibits that have been offered in evidence heretofore
the rules of evidence have not been strictly followed. The
picture that this witness is identifying, this exhibit, is too
vague, The answers are, it must have been here or it must have
been at a certain place. He's not identifying the place with
any specific point concerned with the crimes in the charge.

DEFENSE COUNSEL (Lt. Wahler): If the court please,
the witness has testified that is a reasonable reproduction of
the terrain just before he entered Stoumont. That certainly
should be sufficient evidence to admit the exhibit,

LAW MEMBER: If he says so and he says that is it

we will admic it but I doubt very much that he knoww it is an

(siessmuth - Dirsct) ¢b o 1




t
ve will admit
SEL (Lt. Wahler)
ce and asi

record,

reupon tk

previousl,

er) (Continuing):

f Stoumont, where did you

Ve went i the line, down to the railroad whers
street takes a sharp right.
And then what did you do
At that corner our tanks couldn't
Our company, all the 14 tanks, went
next to a railroad, Lowards the
erioon until evening
e fighting took ple e, then our company sent some tanks
over the toj pened fire from The cruiser half-tracks
dismounted and the infantry I 4 i m in
order to secure the terrain.
that is, all the veni
drove back along the road, back until sor e bastween
and La Glei: t 1We pulled in the vehicles in the
off tne road in the forest and that is at that point o
where there is a little side road going on the left side

drive from La Gleize to Stoumont. That's where

(Biesamuth ~ Direct)
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jtoumont is
WAHLER ¢

tes to the lowe:

say Stownont

i reasonably

the side of

(Siessmuth - Dirsct)
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Do you how far the spearhead of your march
column penetrated at ilroad station in Stoumont?

No.

Do you lmow or can you describe the combat condition
that existed while you we arked at the railroad station
Stounont?

No, I only inow ti
left front, that the two vehicles from my went up to the
hill on the right, they opened fire from there in the direction
behind where we couldn't see but 7 received some more fire
because two or three vehicles were knocked out over ti

During this period of time what
you take up?

A I was sitting in a half-track on th
station,
LT. WAHLER: T i e court

please,

covy

(Siessmuth - Direct)




ot to Stoumont?

And what year was that?
1944 in December.
How long ago was that’
That was about a year and a half from now.
Was there snow on the ground at the time you were in
Stoumont?
There was very little snow there,
Were the trees green?
A No, they didn't have any leaves on them, that was winter,
Referring to your Defense Exhibit 14 that has been
admitted in evidente, what time of the year was that picture taken?
A It must have been taken somewhat later because the trees
appear to be budding and getting leaves so it must have been taken
in spring.

Q What have you identified the place as referred to in

Exhibit D=-147?

A What this picture represents?

Q Yes,
covj

(8iessmuth - Cross)




A That is the road going to Stoumont and in this place
there should be a road going to the left and next to that road a

house was standing.

Was there snow on the ground when you first saw that

No.
But there was snow on the ground in Stoumont when you were
first in Stoumont, is that right?

A There was very little snow,

That approach to Stoumont does this represent?

A If I drive along this street on the right that's the way
to get to Stoumont.

Q Can you identify any of the buildings or figures that
appear in the photograph?

A It has been so long that I can't remember the exact
details, but as we approached Stoumont from this direction there
was a little road going to the left and next to that road a little
house, We drove past there and if you expect me to remember details
80 well —-

Q Then, as a matter of fact, you don't know whether that
represents the house approaching Stoumont or a house someplace else
in Germany or Belgium?

A It might have been another house too.

Q And it just looks similar to one that you saw womeplace
in Belgium before you got to Stoumont?

A Yes,

Q When you entered the village of Stoumont, I believe you
testified that there is a road fork, is that corrsct?

A Yes, there is a road fork there and as we drove into town
on the right side a tank was standing there burning,

Q And it was standing on the right fork of the road so

that you could not pass that way, is that correct?
¢o~§
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the left
18 you took the left road do you
hurch could & en on our

you arrived in Stowiont?

It was La Gleize,

en you took this
rear or the front
LT, WAHLEI £ ple I believe that counsel
should ask the witness whether he knows what was the front
rear part of the church because I myself in many insta 28 don't

know what the front or the rear end of a church is.

(Capt. Byrne): If the court

the witness and see

about churches.

Do you kmow the difference ween the front and the

churchn?

No, but a church has either got a steeple with a bell
in 1t and that's usually out front.

jith r-:at‘erenc‘e to the church you have described in
Stounont, did you approach the rear or the front of the church
first?

A That must have been the rear end, the stéeple was

e~ 7

(siessmuth - Cross)
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the ground that the imony

witness has obviously, he course

identified both exhibit

I can't see

el erronecus,

(¥hereupon the court adjour
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CAMP DACHAU, GER

3 duly 1

MORN ING SLSS ION

(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 1830 hours.)

PRES ID: Take seats. The Court will come to
order.

PROSECUTION: Let the record show that all mem-
bars of the Court, all members of the Prosecution, all members
of the Defenge, with the exception of Lt. Col. Dwinnel, Dr. Leer
and Dr. Rau , who are absent on business’of the Defense, all of
the Defendants, and the Reporter are present.

DEFENSE COWSEL: The Defense recalls Heinz
S LiSSMUTH.

HE INZ SISSSMUTH, recalled ms & witmess for ths Defense,
having been previously sworn, testified through an interpreter
as follows:

PROSECUTION: The witness is reminded he is still
wnder oath.

DEFENSE COINSEL (Lt. Wahler): If the Court please,
yosterday Dsfense Zxhibit No. D-11 for Identification was admit-
ted by ths Court, I believe, but it was not marked as such by
the Reporter. May we have it marked now!

PRESIDSNT: Yess

(Whereupon Dafanse Exhibit, marked D-11 for Iden-
tification, was marked D-11 in Evidence by the Reporter, having
been praviously received in evidence as Defense Exhibit D-11
for Identification, and ths same is attachsad hereto and made a
part of the record.)

RECROSS EXAMINATION
QUISTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capte Byrne):

Q Yesterday, on direct examination, I belisve that

(Siessruth - peoross)
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ified that you saw Standartenf
post in Stoumont. Is that correct?

No, it vasn't in Stoumont, but I said w
tired somewhare between Stoumont and LaGleize.

never saw a building that was used by Peiper

in Stoumont itself ms a C.P.?

No; T saw Poipor qnly on the street where he was
standing next to some tanks. I didn't soe ths C.F.

You have testified that as you approsched §toumont
there was road fork, end you went down the laft for
correct?

Yos.

) Showing you Defense Sxhibit D-12, which you have
identified as a street in Stoumont, will 1 tell the Court whe ther
this is the right hand street whioch you did not zo down, or the
loft hand sireet which you did follow?

A #11, I took the left part of the fork and I went
past the church on our right and thon the road turned to the right
and I vwent to the left and straight ahead from there; then I
memberad on ths rizht side the town was located, but thers was
still some houses on the left side, and then in a littls ¢ uwrve
thet went down to the station.

Q That is not my question. My question is: hich of
the two streets is this picturs of, the right hand fork or the
left hand forl®

Y That might be the left one.

Are you sure that is the left one?

No, I wouldn't want to say an wtruth to youe

Showing you Dgfense Exhibit D-16, what part of the
village of Stoumont is that?

A That must be outside of Stoumont.

Q Vas that pioture taken from tha direction as you were

smuth - recross) - 27“0
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shoWn in ths picture.
It isn'y & houss to live in.
How far from the village of Stoumont would you say
that piloture was talen?

I can't say.

< L now whe ther that building that is shown is

first building in Stoumont, or whether it may be several kilo-
s before you arrive at Stoumont?

211, about this houss, I feel like if we went
into Stoumont at firstwas & houss, a big houss, on the left
side of the road and then there wers several more little houses
around.

Q The big house you describe, would you describe that
as a castlet

A No.

Q How far away from the road was it?

A It was protty close to the road.

Q 4nd that vas right across ths road from where you
see this building in the picture?

A There was anothor house standing on the othsr side.

Q Is that the big house you are desoribing?

A No.

Q How far is it from the big house to this building
that shows in the pioture?

A The big house was standing on the left side as you
entored Stounont, as I deseribed it, and half right from that the
ohurch was standing. And on the rights fork on the right side of
the road the tank was standing, but I don't lmow whers to place

this house.

Q In this picture is the village of Stoumont in the

(810ssmuth - recross) 2""‘1




foreground or in the background?

A It would be in the foregrowmd.

Q Then the picture was taken from the village of
Stoumont; is that correct? In the diroction of LaGleize?

A Yes. Beoause the road turns to the right, while
here in the picture it twrns to the lefte

Q Then ‘on this ploture you should be abls to see the
big house you have desoribed, should you no?

4 Tell we camo from the other side and I didn't ges
the locality from the othar side.

Q You have deseribed this building in the picture as
on the right hand side of the street, shortly after you had passed
the big house on the left hand side of the street; is that correct?

A Yes.

Q Do you see that big house in the picture?

A It might be the house.

Q Is this building that you are showing, which is on
the left hand side of the street as you face towards LaGloize, the
big house you are describing?

A On that road fork? No, it isn'g thate

Then can you gee the blg house in the pic ture?

Ican't see it here.

Showing you Defonse Exhibit No. D-11, which has been
desoribed as a sketch of the entrance to Stoumont, you have point-
ed out the onurch on the picture, have you not? On the sketoh?

A Yeos.

Q Which direction is LaGleize?

A Lagleize is in tnis diraction and we oam from this
direction.

Q Lot the record show that the witness indicated the

loft hand side of the sketch. Now you have just pointed out to me

on Defense Lxhibit D-15 the cormer of a shed. Can you show me

whore that shed would be on this sketoh?
(8iessmuth - recross) 2iv2




housa, here
Panzer standing herej so it might have been this house, perhapse

2 ill you mark the letter "X" on the sketch in the
position of' the small shed you have described?

A o1l Idon't went to get myself pinned down that
way. In the first place, it has been very long and I just don'y
trust myself to put the location of every one of these pictures
on this sketoh.

Q As a matter of fact, you don't lmow whether this
sketoh is in Stoumont or not, is that correct?

A I do know that.

Q You know that it is in Stoumont?

A I know that this is ths street I oame along onj I
remember these cross roads very well, and I do remember this
church too. 4And I remember this tank well. I lmow we passed it
by going to the left and I also know which house wasstanding here,
but I am not supposed to remember just exactly how every house is
supposed to have looked. I remember when we passed bys

Q ¥y question is not exactly how every house looked.
You have identifisd this shed as bai:;/thu entrance to Stoumont.
I want you to show me where it is at ths entrance to Stoumont.
Can' you indicate whers it is located?

A Viell, on the left side there was this bigz house and
all the little houses here, so this could only have been on the
other sides

Q Will you make the letter "X" where this building is
located? Or, if you can't do so, say so.

A I con'te

Q The two buildings that appear at ths road Jwmotion
Jusv to the left of the center of the sketoh, are they in the vil-

lage of Stoumont or outside ths village of §toumont?

(8issgnuth - recpossy
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« Vahler): t rt p 5o

I belisve the Prosecution should ask the witness whothar or not
he Jnows whers ths villags limits of Stoumont are befors he an-
swers that

PROSECUTION (Capte Byrne): If the Court please,
this sketch was introduced through this witness as a reasonable
ropresentation of the entrance to ths village of Stoumont. I am
assuming from that that he lnew where the villaze of Stoumont
had its entranca. I belisve my question is propers

LA BiR: Let's find out if he knows. I still
say the Court will be irmeasurably helped if someons will put a

direction on that sketen, which is not on there yet.

DESFENSL COWSEL (Lt. Vahler): That will come with

rony is mesningless wmtil we do
find out.
FROSECUTTION (Captes Byrne): 111 you please read
back the last question?
(vhersupon the last question was read by ths Re-

porter).
LAW VOMBER: In order to assist the witness and

to assist the Court, I think the Court will permit that map to

bo marked right now, so that the witness don't have to say "right"

and "left",instead of "north"and "south".

DSFENSE COWSEL (Lt. Vahler): If the Court plesase,ve
will call a witness right now to put the directions on.

PROSICUTION: e will stipulated that the bottouw
of the map is north. If the Court please, do you desire to ex~
ouse this witness that is on the stand now?

LAW MiVBGR: I you will stipulate, it will not be
nacessary.

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, have the record

(8iessmutn - recross)
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show that ths Prosecution and ths Dafense have stipulated the
direction north on Defense hibit D=11 as indicated on the sketche
QULST PROSECUTION (Capte Byrne):

Q The two buildings vhich appe just north of the road
Jumetion on the south side of the main highway, are thay located
in the village of Stoumont or out of the village of Stoumont?

A North of the road?

Teosa
There must be an open fisld after these houses.

Q About now far is it from these buildings which are
shown at the cross roads to the first building in the villsge of
S toumon t?

It can't be very far.
About how far? A kilometerl Five hwmdred meters?
Not & kilometer. Parnaps 500 meterse
PROSECUTION: (Capte Byrne): No furthee questions.
REDIRECT EXANINATTON
QUESTIONS BY DIFENSE COWSEL (Lt. Vahler):

Q The curvature of this road, is that true and acour-
ate as of the 19th day of December, 19447

A Yos.

Q 4And the intersection of the "Y" hers, is that cor-
rect as of the 19th dey of Dgcember?

A Yage

DEFENSE COWSSL (Lt. Vahler): No further redirect.

PROSECUTION: No further recrosse

PRUSTIDINT: Any questions by the Prosecution?

PROSECUTION: No questionse

PRESTDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently
nones The witness is excuseds

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew

from ths court rooms)

(8iessmuth - rsdirsct). 27U 5




DEFENSE COUISEL: The Defen
ness orst Vollsprecht. Lt. vahler, or

uct the direct examination.

HORST VOLLSPRECHT, rocalled as a witness for the Defense,
having been previously sworn, testified further througn sn inter-
proter as follows:

PROSLCUTTION he 3 18 reminded he is still

REDIRECT EXANINA TION
STIONS BY DSFENSE COWSEL (Lt. Vahler):
hat is your name, ploa:
Voilsprecht, Horste
Q You aro the same Horst Vollsprocht that has testi-
fisd previously before this Court?
Yese
Q On or about the 19th day of December 1944 wers you
in the vicinity of the railroad station outside of Stoumont?
Yos.
About vhet time of the day was it?
To arrived at the station gbout tvelve o'olock.
Dijd you pass heyond the railroad séatiu_—_x/‘;ha wst?
Yos; and I drove on around the curve to the righte
How far beyond the curve did you travel?
150 to 200 meters beyond the curve.
Q How long did you remain in the vicinity of the rail-
road station cormonly known as 8toumont?
A Intil shortly before darke. About hal? an hour. About
half an hour before darke
Q I show you Lxhibit No, D-19, which is marked for iden~-
of th
tification, Does that sketch portray ths physioal conditions com=
mnity Mown as Stounonid

PROSECUTION (Capte Byrne): I object to thate

Q On the 19th of Dacember.

(Vollsprecht - redirect) o)y 6810
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leading.

V85L (Lt. VWahler): If ths Court pleass,
is merely asked whethsr or not it represents physical
conditions on & certain d
PROSECUTION (Capts Byrne): I belisve he could have
st as woll have asked him if he lmew what that piocture wase
iR: He obviously lmows what is wented of
him by nowe

PRESIDENT: Objection over ruled.

FROS U+ If the Court plomse, the Dafense is
continually asking leading qusstions on the sketch and on these
ploturas, Can't we have the Court instruct him as to how to in-
troduce the pio tures?

DEFENSE COWSEL (Lt. Vahler): If leading questions

have been propownded I think cownsel should raise the question at

the time, and not nows

PROSTIDENT: Translate those remarks. If you can.

FROSECUTION: If the Court please, we have raised
this objection. Ygsterday aftsrnoon after,I think,on the third
time they introduced here a sketch or a picture, we raised the
objection and it vas sustained. Now this morning the Defense is
starting all over again. Obviously, they lmow it is improper.
I am confident that Lt. Wahlar Jnows how to properly introduce
a picture or a sketch, and I ask you to instruct him to do soe

PRESIDENT: The remarks of Prosecution ars well

taken. M this particular instance, proceed with ths questions.

(Vollsprecht - redirsct).




Tk #318-SR-7/3-1

Q ihat does Defense Exhibit 19 indicate?

A It indicates the Stoumont railroad station as I
remember it on the 19th of Dgcember.

Q What else does the sketch indicate?

A It indicates the road which we drove along for
150 or 200 meters.

Q What else does the sketech indicate?

A It shows the railroad tracks and the river. At
this place on the lower left, an American infantry attack
occurred in the afternoon.

Q What else does the sketch indicate as to physical
conditions?

A It shows that there was an upgrade on the right
side and on the left side it went somewhat downhill next to
the station.

Q Do the physical features to which you have just
testified reasonably indicate the physical conditions as they
existed on the 19th day of December 19447

A Yes.

LT, WAHLER: If the Court please, we will ask that
Defense' Exhibit Number 19 for identification be admitted in
evidence.

CAPTAIN BYRNE: No objection.

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit
offered by the Defense is accepted in evidence and will be
marked Defense Exhibit D-19.

(Whereupon the document referred to, having previously

been marked Defense Exhibit D-19, was received in

evidence as Defense Exhibit D-19, is attached hereto,

and made a part hereof.)

(Vollsprecht-Redirect) 2708




Tk #318-81-7/3-2

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (LT. WAHLER):

Q Showing you Defense Exhibit D-20 for identification,
what, if anything, does that photograph portray?

A This shows the road after you went around the
curve on the left side of the railroad tracks and a forest on
the right.

Q Does the picture indicate a road in any place?

A Yes, that's the road that we stood on. (Indicating).
Q Uoes the condition of the railroad and the condition
of the street truly represent the conditions as they existed
on the 19th day of December 19447

A Yes, the picture is somewhat changed because there
were leaves in the trees at the time and it gives a slightly
different impression, but that was the way it was.

LT. WAHLER: If the Court please, we ask that
Defense Exhibit Number 20 be admitted in evidence.

CAPTAIN BYRNE: If the Court please, the Prosecution
cannot consent to the admission of this, but raise a technical
objection that it is so vague that it is not believed to be
within the ability of this witness to recognize the place
deseribed. If the Court please, we will not consent to it.

PRESIDENT: The exhibit offered by the Defense
will be admitted in evidence and will b marked Defense
Exhibit D-20,.

(Whereupon the document referred to, having previously

been marked Defense Exhibit D-20, was received in
evidence as Defense Exhibit D-20, is attached hereto

and made a part hereof.)

(Voklsprecht-Redirect)



http:photogra.ph

Tk #318-8%-7/3-3 QUESTIONS BY I

Q Showing you Defense Exhibit D-21 for identification,
what, if anything, does that picture portray?

A That represents the same road, only the picture
is taken from the other side, In other words, from the enemy
side.

Does the picture represent anything else?

This road again where we were standing.

Does the picture indicate the position of the
road and the adjacent roads as they existed on the 19th day
of December 19hL4?

A Yes.

LT. WAHLER: If the Court please, we will ask
that Dafense Eyhibit Number 21 for identification be admitted
in evidence.

CAPTAIN BYRNE: Same objection.

PRESIDENT: The exhibit offered by the Dgfense
is admitted in evidence and will be marked Defense Exhibit
D-21.

(Whersupon the document referred to, having previously

been marked Defense Exhibit D-21, was received in

evidence as Defense Exhibit D-21, is attached hereto
and made a part hereof.)
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (LT. WAMLER):

Q Showing you Defense Hxhibit Number 22 for identi-

fication, what, if anything, does that picture portray?

A This picture represents the Stoumont Station on
the 19th, as I found it while attacking. It again shows the
road, the railroad.

Q Does the picture reasonably represent the physical
condition of the buildings and the adjacent roads and
(Vollsprecht~Redirect) 2?1 O




Tk #318-8KR-7/3-Y

010107 | 168

railroad as they existed on the 19th of December 19L4?
A Yes.

LT. WAHLER: If the Court please, we will ask
that Defense Exhibit Number D=22 for identification be
admitted in evidence.

CAPTAIN BYRNE: No objection,

PRESTIDENTs There being no objection, the
exhibit offered by the Defense is admitted in evidence

and will be marked Defense Exhibit D-22,

(Whereupon the document referred to, having previously

been marked Defense Exhibit D-22, was received in

evidence as Defense Exhibit D-22, is attached hereto

and made a part hereof,
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (LT. WAHLER) 2

Q Showing you Defense Exhibit 23 for identification,
what, if anything, does that picture portray?

A This again represents the Stoumont railroad
station and this right turn which we passed. On the left
side are the railroad tracks and on the right side the high
terrain with low trees.

Q Does the picture represent a reasonable facsimile
of the conditions as they existed on the 19th day of December
19UL2

Yes,

LT. WAHLER: If the Court please, we will ask
that Defense Exhibit Number D-23 for identification be
admitted in evidences

CAPTAIN BYRNE: No objection.

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit

(Vollsprecht-Redirect)
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Tk #318-5R-7/3-5

offered by the Defense is admitted in evidence and will be
marked Defense Exhibit D-23,
(Whereupon the document referred to, having previously
been marked Defense Exhibit D-22 for identification,
was received in evidence as Defense Exhibit D-23, is
attached hereto and made a part hereof.)

LT. WAHLER: If the Court please, we request
the Court's permission to recall this witness as part of
our proof after our exhibits have been completely admitted
and described by one other witness. With the permission of
this Court, we would like to recall him at a later date.

PRESIDENT: Granted.

LT. WAHLER: You may cross examine the witness,
Captain.

RECR0SS EXAMINATION

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPTAIN DBYRNE):

Q Showing you Defense Bxhibit Number D-19, did you
prepare that sketch?

A Nos

Q When is the last time that you were in the vicinity
of the railroad station at Stoumont?

A On the 13th of December 194k,

Was there a battle going on at the time you were

Yes, at that time fighting went on.

I velieve that you have testified that you pro=
ceeded down the road a way from the railroad station at
Stoumont to a place which has been marked "clearing" on the
righthand side of the sketch. Is that correct?

A No, that is not correct.

Q How far down the road did you go?

¢ile

(Voll sorecht-Pacross )




Tk #318-8R-7/3-6

A We went a little bit beyond the 1little house
next to the railroad.

CAPTATN BYRNE: Iet the record show that the
witness indicated a cross in asuare approximately in the
center of the road.

QUESTIONS BY FR JUTION (CAPTATN BYRNE):

Q The road on the sketch takes a pronounced curve
to the right, is that right?

A Yes.

Q And the railroad follows the same curve?

A Yes.

Q At the top and running parallel to the railroad
at the top of the sketch is indicated a river, is that right?

A Yes.

Q Calling your attention to the arrow on the sketch,
the river runs approximately north and south, does it not?

A Yes, that is right.

Q Does the river parallel the highway and the rail-
road at the railroad station in S¢oumont?

A It is at the railroad station in Stoumont.

Q And after you passed the railroad station in
Stoumont, which is indicated in the lower lefthand corner
of the sketch, does the river follow the highway?

A Yes, after you get around the right curve.

Q Calling your attention to Prosecution Exhibit 3
on the wall, can you indicate the position of the railroad
station Stoument on that map?

A Stoumont is over here (indicating) and we went

along this road (indicating).

(Vollsprecht~Recross)
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CAPTAIN BY Let the record show that the
witness indicated the road between Syoumont and Targnon.

THE WITNESS: We got about this far (indicating),
about four kilometers outside Stoumont.

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPTAIN BYRNE):

Q ¥ill you point out the railroad station that you
described on the map? Is it before or after you reached the
village of Targnon?

A No, it is before this village. It must be about
here (indicating).

Q After you passed through the village of Stoumont,
you did not pass through any other villages before you arrived
at the railroad station, is that right?

A No, we only went past a few houses.

CAPTAIN BYRNE: No further questions.

LT, WAHLER: No further questions.

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court?

LAW MFMBER: By the Court: At the Stoumont rail-
road station, are there railroad tracks on each side of the
river?

INTERPRETER ROSENSTOCK: I did not hear the

question.

(Whereupon the last question was read by the

reporter.)
PRESIDENT: Any other questions by the Court?
Apparently none. The witness is excused.
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from

the courtroom.

(Vollsprecht-Recross)
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DEFENSE COUNSEL: Defense recalls as its next
witness, Miles W. Rulien. Lieutenant Wahler, on behalf
of the Defense, will conduct the direct examination.
MILES W. RULIEN, a witness recalled by the Dgfense,
having been previously duly sworn, testified further
through an interpreter as follows:
(Whereupon the questions, answers, and other proceed-
ings were interpreted to the German counsel and the accused.)
PROSECUTION: The witness is reminded he is still
under oathe
REDIRECT EXAMTNATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (LT. WAHLER):
Q Are you the same Miles Rulien who has heretofore
testified before this Court?
A Yes.
Q Did you have occasion to visit the village of
Stoumont?
A Yes, I dids
Q When did you last visit the village of Stoumont?
June 26th, 1946

How many times have you been in the village of

Counting return trips, five times,
And these trips covered what period of time?
A They were all in the month of June 1946+

Q Did you at the same time have occasion to visit

the vicinity of the railroad station commonly known as

Stoumont?

A Yes, I did.

(Rulien-Redirect)
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Q When was the last time you visited the rail-
road station commonly known as Stoumont?

A About the 12th of June 1946.

Q How many times have you heen in the vicinity of
the railroad station Stoumont?

A Twice.

Q How far is the railroad station Stoumont from
the village of Stoumont?

A Apout four kilometers.

Q In what direction does the railroad station lie
from the village of Stoumont?

a From the north end of the village, roughly, west.
The road from the north side of the village to the railroad
station is very curved, sort of following the crest of the
hill,

Q Where does the railroad station Stoumont lie
with reference to the village known as Targnon?

A I don't know the village of Targnon by name.
Going from the village of Stoumont to the station, the road
passes past a village, but with regard to the road, it is
ieep in a valley,

Q And where does the railroad station lie with
relation to t'is village that you have just described?

A West and north,

Q Could you identify the village that you ars talk-
ing about on Prosecution Exhibit Number 37

A I would have to see the map.

Would you come over here, please?
(fhereupon the witness left the stand and did as

(Rulien-Redirect)
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End Tk /318

directed.)

A I have never been in this village of Targnon
but from passing on that road on a map of this type it
would show just about like that.

Q Did you trace your course of travel from Sioumont
to the railroad station on that map?

A I followed the highway marked "Pink" here (in-
dicating) -- here at a point, about here, (indicating) there
is a village almost at the perpindicular foot of a high
cliff. Fyrther on, the road turns. I don't believe the
railroad station shows on this map, I think it would be a
little bit on the left, a continuation on that highway marked

pink",

Q And by left, do you mean to the east or west?

A West.




Q Showing you Defendant's exhibit 11, have you ever seen
that sketch before?

A Yes, I have.

Q Did you have anything to do with the preparation of that
sketch?

A Yes, I made & rough first draft.

Wae that sketch prepared under your direction?
Yes, it was.

Did you see the sketch after it had been prepared?
I aia.

Q Do the physicel features as setforth on that mep ressonably
portray the physical contour of the road and buildings as they
existed at the time that you prepared your initial eketch?

A Yes, they do.

Q Das the building with a cross in it, what does that
indicate?

A A church,

Q And what does this first building to the north of the
road and south of the village indicate?

A A building that is partly rebuilt. It ie the first build-
ing on the right in the village.

Q  What does this (indicating) to the south of the wye
indicate?

A The house of Dr. Robinson.

Q With relation to that sketch, in what direction does the
main portion of the village of Stoumont lie?

A The wye at the road turns sharply toward the north in
the main street of the village.

Q Have you ever seen Defendant's exhibit 197

A Yes, I have,

Q Wes that sketch prepared under your direction?

(Rulien = Redirect) 2718
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Q

Yes, it was.

From what was it prepared?
From a sketch that I mede.
When did you meke that sketch?
The latter part of June 1946,

Can you describe the various symbols that have been used

on this map?t

A

Q

Yes, I can,

What does the front most symbol represent on the sketch?
That is the railroad on the other side of the river.

What does this symbol represent below the river?

That is the railroad that ie servicing the Stoumont station,

Ie the position of the reilroad station accurately portrayed

on the sketch?

A
Q

Yes, it is.

Showing you Defendant's exhibit 16, was that a picture

taken in your presence?

Q

Yes, it was.

By whom was that picture taken?

That was taken by Pfc. Jean Delongre.

Was the picture taken under your directiont
Yes, it was,

Can you describe on Defendant's exhibit 11 for Identifice~

tion the approximate place on the sketch that that picture illue-

trates?

A

That was teken before the entrance to Stoumont showing

this point (indicating), the left lane that leads off to the left

Just before you come to the wye.

Q

Would you teke the exhibit up to the court and show them

the position, the place on the picture on the sketch and the respective

place it illustrates?

(Rulien - Redirect) 21 13




This wae teken looking into the approach to Stoumont show--
CAPTAIN BYRNE: Let the record show that the witness indicat-
ed a place in the road junction on the south side of the sketch.
LT WAHLER: May we request that the initial "D-16" be
placed on the map?
LAW MEMBER: It is placed on there now,
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Lt Wahler) (Cont'd):

Q Showing you Defendant'e exhibit 165, was this picture taken
under your direction?

A Yes, it was.

Q By whom was it taken?

A This wae taken by Pfec, Jacques Delongre. May I correct that?
That was taken by Pfc. Jean Delongre.

Q Can you identify the position on the sketch as correspond-
ing with the place illustrated?

A Yee, I can.

Q Will you do so and place the picture upen the sketch?

A Thig is taken on the Stoumont side of the road looking
toward the approach from La Gleize showing the cottage previously
indicated by me.

Q Showing you Defendant's exhibit 12, what does that picture
indicate?

A That picture indicates the main road at Stoumont.

And by whom was that picture teken?

Q
A That picture was teken by Pfc., Jean Delongre.
Q

'Oln you identify the position on the sketch that this
picture 1llustrates?
A Yes, I can, Just a minutes--Bhis does not show. This is
taken a little beyond the sketch.
Q  Showing you Defendant's exhibit 13, what does that picture

portray?

(Rulien - Redirect) 2720
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A This picture shows the church, the road in front of the
church, looking down the main highway toward La Gleize.

Q By whom was that picture teken?

A Thie picture was taken by Pfc., Jean Delongre.

Q Were you present at the time that picture was teken?

A Yee, I was.

Q Would you place that picture upon the sketch and illustrate
to the court what portion of the sketch that portrays?

A This was teken at a point beyond the eketch, but part of
what it indicates shows on the sketch. Thus the church shows in
the sketch and part of the road, but the roed in front of the church
does not show on the sketch.

Q Showing you Defendent's exhibit 17, what, if anything,
does that picture portrayt?

A That is a picture of the wye on the approach to Stoumont.

Q By whom was that picture taken?

A That was taken by Pfc. Jacques Delongre.

Q Can you 1llustrate upon the sketch the portion of the
terrain that that picture illustrates?

A Yes, I can,

Q ¥Would you do so, please?

A Yes.

Q Showing you Defendant's exhibit 14, can you describe what
that illustrates?

A Yes, I can,

Q By whom was that picture taken—-pardon, strike that
question. What does the picture illustrate?

A A view across the road and field showing & part of an
out-building of the first house at Stoumont.

Q By whom was that picture taken?

(Rulien - Redirect) 2121




That was taken by Pfc. Jean Delongre.

Was that picture teken in your presencs?

Yes, it was.

Q Can you identify the section of theland that that picture
illustrates on the sketch?

A Yes, I can.

Q Would you do so?

A Thie is the field between these firet two houses and
then across further fields.

Q Looking at that picture once again would you identify this
symbol on the lefthend side of the picture?

A That is a small masonry out-building that when I was
there was being built as an adjunct to this house (pointing).

Q Does that out-building appear on your sketch?

A No, it does not,

Q Approximately how far and in what direction ie that little
out-house relative to the building indicated on the sketch?

A About 20 feet.

Q Showing you Defendant's exhibit 18 for Identificationm,
what, if anything, does that picture portray?

Thet ie looking down the main road toward La Gleize,

By whom was that picture taken?

That wae taken by Pfc., Jacquee Deslongre.

Was the picture taken under your ah'--uuanl

Yes, it was.

LT WAHLER: If the court please, we will ask that Defend-
ant's exhibit 18 for Identification be admitted in evidence at this
time.

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit offered
by the Defense is admitted in evidence and will be marked Exhibit

D-18.
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(Whereupon the photogreph referred to having been previously
marked and identified was received in evidence and marked Defendants'
exhibit D-18, and seme is attached hereto as a part of this record.)
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Lt Wahler):

Q Can you portray on that sketch the portion of the land
that is illustrated in that photograph?

A Yes, I can.

Q Would you do so?

A The trees are on this side of the rusd (indicating) and
in the field.

Q Showing you Defendants' exhibit 20, what, if anything, does
that photograph portray?

A Looking down the road awey from Stoumont and the Stoumont
railroad stetion.

Under whose direction wes that picture teken?

That was taken under my direction.

And by whom was that picture taken?

Pfc. Jacques Delongre.

Q Would you indicate the section of land that that picture
portraye on the sketch Defendants' exhibit 197

A Yes (witness indicates on sketch).

Q ° Showing you Defendants' exhibit 21, what, if anything,
does that photograph portray!?

A Looking down the road toward Stoumont station past the
large clearing.

By whom was that picture taken?

That was taken by Pfc, Jacques Delongre.

Was that picture taken under your direction?

Yes, it was.

Q Can you identify the portion of the land that is illustrated

in that picture upon the sketch Defendante' exhibit 197

(Rulien - Redirect) ' 2723




Yes, I can,

Would you do so?

A
Q
A TYes. (Witness indicates on sketch,)
Q

Showing you Defendants' exhibit 22, what, if anything, does
picture portray?

That is the railroad station at Stoumont,

By whom was that picture taken?

Pfc. Jacques Delongre.

Under whose direction was that picture taken?

My own.

Can you identify the portion of the land and buildings

are shown in that picture upon Defendahts' exhibit 197

A Yes, I can.

Q Would you do so?

A That is the redlroad station and the road (pointing).

Q Showing you Defendants' exhibit 23, what, if anything,
does that picture portray?

A Looking down the road toward the station, showing the road
and the railroad and in the distance the station., This picture is
looking in this general direction.

Q By whom was that picture taken?

A That was taken by Pfo. Jacques Delongre.

Q  Under whose direction wae that teken?

A My ovm.

Q Will you place that picture upon the sketch and identify
the section of land it illustrates?

A Yes.

LT WAHLEE: That is all, if the Court please. He is your

witness.

(Rulien - Redirect)




RECROSS EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Byrne):

Q Mr. Rulien, showing you Defendants' exhibit D-19, has
that sketch been drawn to scale?

A No, it hasn't.

Q During the time that you were present at the Stoumont
reilroad station, I believe you said, in June of this year did you
have occasion to observe any destroyed or semi-destroyed German
armor?

A There was a very great deal in the area. I don't remember
any in the immediate area of the station.

Q You have indicated about the center of the map a small
clearing. Do you recall seeing any German armor along the road
immediately adjacent to the road at approximately that point?

LT WAHLER: If the Court please, I would like to request
counsel to indicate on the map or the sketch the clearing that he
has reference to.

CAPTAIN BYRNE: I specified the small clearing.

LT WAHLER: Oh, pardon me.

A I have no recollection of such.

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Byrne) (Cont'd):

Q Can you tell me whether the approximate distance from
the station as shown in the lower lefthand cormer of your sketch
and the apex of the curve ies accurate in comparison with the
distance from the apex of the curve to the large clearing shown in
the extreme right of the sketch?

A o, it isn't, For one thing at this point here (pointing)
I tried to indicate a break,

CAPTAIN BYRNE: May it please the Court, let the record
show that the witness indicated two parallel lines running perpen—

dicular to the railroad track and the river as indicating a break

2725
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in the map?
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Byrne):

Q Calling your attention to Defendants' exhibit 23, which
you have indicated was taken from the position about at the apex of
the curve, I point out to you in the lower lefthand corner of that
photograph a road which does not appear to be a main road but more of

a secondary road or wagon track. In the vicinity of that curve did

you observe any German armor?

A I think I have already said I didn't recollect any armor
near the station, but there was a great deal in the area. I probably
wouldn't even have noticed it.

Q Do you remember approximately what date in June you were
in that vicinity?

A These photographs were taken about June 11 or 12,

Q Just one last question. In relation to the sketch does
the railroad station approach the curve in the road anywhere near
as close as is indicated by the relative size of the rallroad station
and the size of the highway?

A No, it doeen't.

Q As a matter of fact the station is a considerable distance
from that curve; is that correct?

A Yes, it is.

CAPTAIN BYRNE: No further questions.
REDIRECT  EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Lt Wahler):

Q About how far would you say the railroad station is from
the curvet

A Perhaps 300 yards.

LT WAELER: That is all, if the Court please.
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the prosecution?

(Rulien - Redirect) 2126
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CAPTAIN BYRNE: No further questions.

FRESIDENT; Are there any questions by the Court! Apparent-
1y none, the witness is excused.

The court will recess until 1030 hours,

(Whereupon the Court took a recess at 0955 hours,)




(hersupon at 1030 hours the Court reconvened.)
PRESIDENT: Take seats. The court will come to order.
PROSECUTION: If the Court please, lst the record show
that all the members of the Court, all the members of ths Prosecu~
tion with the exception of Capt. Byrne who is absent on business of
the Prosecution, all the members of the Defense with the exception
of Lt. Col. Dwinell, Dr. Rau, Dr. leiling and Dr. Wieland are
absent on business of the Defensa, all of the defendants and the
reporter are present.
DEFENSE: The Defense recalls Horst Vollsprecht. Lt.
Whler, on behalf of the Defense, will conduct the direct examina-
tion.
HORST VOLLSPRECHT, recalled as a witness for the Defense,
testified further through an interpreter as follows:
PROSECUTION: The witness is reminded that he is still
under oath,
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (LT. WAHLER):
Q ¥hat is your name, please?
A Vollsprecht, Horst.
Q 4Are you the same Horst Vollsprecht who heretofore testi-
fied before this court?

A Yes.

Q On the 19th day of December 1944, were you in the vicinity

of Stoumont?
A Yes.
About what time of the day was that?
We arrived outside of Stoumont about 5:00 a.m.
From what direction did you come?
F rom laGleize,

(Horst Vollsprecht - Redirect)
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Who was present besides yourself at this time?
The 2nd Company.
What type of vehicle does the 2nd Company have?
Ve had eleven tanks at that time.
There did you stop in the vicinity of Stoumont?
A About three hundred meters outside on the road to Stoumont,
Q Can you describs on Prosecution's Exhibit No. 3, the
approximate position that you stopped at before or in the vicinity
of Stoumont?
A Yes.
Q  TWould you do that?
(Whersupon the witness left the stand and went up to the
mep on the wall, Prosecution's Exhibit No. 3.)
A W stopped outside of Stoumont, about here (indicating).
DEFENSE (LT. WAHLER): Let the record show that the witness
indicated & point to the Bast of Stoumont, approximately three-quar-
ters or one kilometer. t
(To the witness) Will you take the stand again?
(Whereupon the witnsss did as directed.)
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (LT, WAHLER):
Q How long did you remain in this position?
A We stayed there for seweral hours.
Q About when did you commemce to leave that position - about
time?
It was about 8:00 or 8:30 when our attack began.

Vhat was the condition of the weather at that tims?

Was it 1light or dark out at that time?

A
Q
A It was clouded, rather foggye.
Q
A

Dark,
Q Whet was the approximate visibility at 8:00 o'cloock that

(Vollsprecht - Redirect)
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morning?

A It was just about getting light. It might have been pos-
sible to have a visibility of two to three hundred yards.

Q After you left this position, in what direction did you
proceed?

A After Brahms' Panzer tank was knocked out, the Company
moved to the field on the right of ths road. From thers we attacked
them.

Q Before that happened, can you tell me in what direction
you proceeded as you left your position in the road?

A To the right.

Q Is this in the direction of Stoumont or in the direction
north of Stoumont?

A North.

Q Which was the lead tank in your Company at this time?

A At first the tank of Sgt. Friedrichs drove off, but its
gun was damaged and it remained behind, and then the tank of Brahms

was ahead.

Q Which was the second tank, the tank of Brahms?

A Then Brauschke was up there.
And behind Brauschke?
Knappich,.
“#nd the tank behind Knappich?
The 1st and 2nd platoon followed then; I don't know the
exact orders
Q Where was your tank with reference to the lead tank?
The 1st and 2nd Platoon were ahead of us,
How many tanks to the rear would you say that your tank was?
Seven or eight tanks.
Q As the lead tank took off, how large an interval was maine
tained between the first and second tanks?

(Vollsprecht - Redireot)
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A We were closed up pretty well, about ten meters, but the
distance increased later on.

Q Did all tanks start at the same tims that Brahms did or
immediately thersafter?

A No, Brahms took off at first.

Q How far did Brahms proceed?

A He drove until he got to the first right turn, behind
Stoumont, He was knocked out there,

Q  “4d you see Brahms' tank get knocked out?

A Yes.

R Desoribe what you saw?

A Well, I...

Q If the Court please, before we ask that question -- I
show you Defense Exhibit, D-11. Show me the position that Brehms'
tank was in just prior to when Brehms' tank was knocked out?

A Brahms' tank was standing on the right side of the road.
He was knocked out on the next to the first houses

DEFENSE (LT, WAHLER): Let the record show that the wit-
ness indicates a point in the road just prior to the "Y" intersec-
tion, in the location of the church in Stoumont.

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (ii‘. WAHLER)
Q Did you see Brahms' tank get knooked out?

Yes, I obgerved that.

A
Q Will you tell the Court what you sew?
A

We ware still standing there, The whole Company was
supposaed to drive through town one after the other, but sime Brahms'
tank was knocked out the Company deployed to the field. Brahms got
to about the church, He must have received some hits, because I saw
the whole crew get out. And shortly thersafter he must have received
another hit, becauss then the tank started burning,

(Vollgpracht - Redirect)
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Vhat was the conditlon of the weather at this time?
A Fog - you couldn't see very far.

Q Do you know from what dirsction the fire came that knooked
out Brshms' tank?

A The first Pire must have come from the road fram the dirso=
tion of the church.

Q And where did the later fire come from?

A In my estimate it must have come from the left, because
after he received the hit the tank started burning - bursting into
fleme immediately - so I have to assume that he received a hit in
the gas tank.

Q At the time that Brahms' tank was knocked out, did you
receive any orders?

A Yose

From wham' did you receive these orders?

That radio order came from lst Lt. Christ.

fhat was the order?

The order was to the effect that the 3rd and 2nd Platoon

to deploy on the field, on the right side of the road,

Did the vehicles or the tanks deployto the right of the road?
Yeose
At that time were your tanke under fire from American trcopg?
Yos.
From vhat direction did this fire come frem?
Ia the first place fire came from the town in Stoumont,

from enti-tank guns, machine gune, heavy machine guns, and further-

more from the right side Sherman tarnks attacked. There was also

severe artillery activity. We called this thing which was going on,

"pabate " at the time.

Q Were the American artillery forces laying down any smoke?
A Only when the Amsricens proceoded to retire to the forest
(Vollsprecht - Redirect)
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on the hill, the Americans put & smoke screen around them,
Q How long did this attack last?
A It took about two hourse
From what time to what time?
Fram about 8:30 until 10330,
About what time of the attack was Brahms' tank knocked out?

A If the attack started about 8:30, then about fifteen minutes
fore then.

Q Could you come over here and indicate for the Court on
Exhibit D-11, the direction from which your company received fire?

A Yes. The Company received fire from here (indicating)
first of all.

Q What type of fire did you receive from that direction?

A Anti-gun fire. We were algo fired at from hers (indicating).

4] What type of fire did you receive from that direction?

A Also anti-tank fire, and furthermore heavy machine guns
were all over the place. Then from this forest here (indicating) a
one Sherman attack was made, and furthermore, all the time ertillery
was playing a barrage on this field (indicating) here.

Q From what direction was that barrage of artillery coming
fran?

A I assume that it ceme from somewhers here (indicating),
about the railroad station, It might also have been jist behind
Stoumont.

DEFENSE (LT, WAHLER): That is all on that, take the
stand,

(Whereppon the witness returned to the stand.)

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (LT. WAHLER):

2 After your Company deployed into the fields, what position

did your tenk take in the adjacent field?

(Vollsprecht - Redirest)
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A We were pretty far to the right flank, There was about
one more tank on our right,
Q Vhat position did your tank ocoupy in the field, relative
to the roed?
A On the right side of the road and parallel to the road.
Q And about how far to the right, on the rosd?
About a hundred and fifty meters.
How long did you remain in this position?
We romained there for about one hour, if not longer.
Mhere was the tank of Lt. Christ at this time?
The tank of lst Lt. Christ must have been to our left,
Where was the tank of Knappich at this time?
The tank of M/Sgt. Knappich was also to our left.
"et position did he ocoupy in the field?

He was also to the right of the road and parallel to the

Whore was the tank of Brauschke at this time?
Srauschke's tank must also have been near the road.
Yuring the period of the attack, was your tenk buttoned up?
All the portholes were closed, with the exception of the
Comnand ing Of ficer'e slit which was opens
Q Did you receive any orders from Christ relative to the
tanks being buttoned up?
A No, there was no need of giving any such order.
Q What position did you assume after you commenced to move
from the position that you just describad?

A Wo proceeded ahead a piece, and then turned to the right

Q How far did you proseed forward?
A About 50 meters. We kept moving back and forth in order
to avold the artillery fire to some extent,

(Vollsprecht - Redirect)
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Q  After the attack, what was your position?

A After the attack we went to our lef't - towards the road =
in our tank, passed Brahms' tank, and to the right pest the church.

Q Will you come over here and describe before the Court the
position that you have just testified to?

(Whe reupon the witness left the etand and came forward, towards
the Court.)

A 2nd Lt., Koch's tank was located about here during the attack.
We went shead here (indicating), then peesed - had to turn to our
left, went to the road and together with Koch's Panzer we went along
this road here (indicating).

Q Will you identify on this sketch the position thet brahms'
tank assumed or was in at tne time that you passed it?

A Yos. Brahms' tank was here (indicating).

DEFENSE (LT. WAHLER): Take the witness stand.

(Whereupon the witness resumed the stand.)
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (LT. WAHLER) :

Q How far did you then proceed after you passed Brahms' tank?

A We went past the church. A half track was in front of us,
and we stopped agein behind the tank of lst Lt. Christ.

Q As you passed Brahms' tank, did you happen to have occasioa
to look in the direction to the left of you?

A Yes.

Q What, if anything, did you see when you looked to the left
of you?

A This first house theres

Q D id you at that time see any bodies of American soldiers
lying around in the vicinity of that housa?

A Noe

Q As you proceeded through the town, in vhat direction did
(Vollsprecht - Redirect)
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you then travel?
4 To the station of Stoumont,
Q About what time of the day did you arrive at the railroad
station?
We arrived at the station at about 11:30.

What position did your tank ocoupy relative to the march

A Wo were driving behind the tank of 1lst Lt. Christ, and
passed by Sgte Knappich's tank while leaving town,

Q Where was Brauschke's tank at this time?

A Brauschke's tank must have been shead of us at that time.

Q Lo you know what position Brauschke's tank ocoupied relative
to the march column?

A His was first or second tank,

Q there abouts did your tank stop relative to the railroad
station of Stoumont?

A The wole column?

Q Yos.

A We came to a stop about three hundred meters before the
railroad station, because the tank of Sgte Rohpeter was knocked out
by anti-tenk fire coming fram the station.

Q Yid you receive fire from any other direction?

A At that time only from the anti-aircreft located at this
station,

Q Mhat happened to this anti-tank gun in the station?

A After the Sgk. Rohpeter had been knocked out, Lt. Koch told
me that infantry would try to knock out this gun.

Q Wes this gun knocked out?

Yos, it was olimira ted.

A
Q About what time was this gun knocked out?
A

Twelve -~ it was about 12:00 o'clock - & quarter to twelve

to twelves

(Vollgprecht - Redirect) 2738




Q After this gun was knocked out, what if anything did your
Company do?

A "he Company remained there for quite awhile. The Platoon
leaders went to the Company Cammander, and I then got out and then
went to the tank of M/Sgt. Knappich - who was behind us - and I
there looked at the hits which the tank of Knappich had sustaineds
I also saw Col, Peiper, topgether with Diefenthal, there. They were
standing at the rcad with a map.

Q And what, if anything, happened after that?

A After that the Company proceeded along, that is, they went
along the right turn behind the station,

] How far did your Company proceed?

A We went about one hundred to & hundred and fifty meters
past the church, about at the level of the little signal house next
to the railroad station.

Q What position did your tank occupy at that time?

A We were the fifth tank,

Q Relative to this signal house that you have just testified
to, where was your tank?

A We proceeded about two hundred meters ehead and was stand-
ing at about the level of the signal houses

Q Was the signal house to the - directly to the left of you,

ahead of youor to the rear of you?

It was a little bit to my half left, to my left front.

About how far from where your tank was?
It might have been ten meters ahead of me yet.
There was Brauschke's tank at this time, if you know?

Brauschke's tank was ahead of us on the right side of the

Q How far ahead of you?
A About eighty meters.

(Vollspracht - Redirect)
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Te=320 Q At this time were you under attack from the American
sh=11
s foroes?

A At this time wa received heavy tank and "V" fire. At

that time also the first heavy machine gun started firing.

Were your tanks buttoned up at this time?

Yes.

What was the condition of the weather at this time?

It was still rather cloudy, but the fog had lifted some.

Were you under artillery fire?

At the time I was standing next to that signal house, not
yot. We received artillery fire later on.

Q Can you describe the conditions that you saw ahead of
you?

A Yes.

Q Would you do so?

A There were four tanks in front of us., To our left front,
the tank of Sgt. Krieger, Brauschke's tank was on the right side of
the road, behind Brauschke's tank was one of the tanks in the ditch -
where the tank of Untersturmfuchrer Kaufmann was standing - and by
Kaufmann's tank the tank of Sgt. Hertzig was standing also on the

right side of the road,

(Vollsprecht = Redirect)
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and when the

art of these bodies for & instant

and ti they'd be down taking cover ain, We fired one or
rounds of tank fragmentation at these infantry or a
troops, After that it recained Juiet;from there either the
Americans withdrew or they remained under cover.

And what happened W

Qur s L receiving artillery fi then the

stopped for quite
Inf started through the bushes on the right side of
road. The American Infantry got quite close to us. We fired our
tank g des and fra \tation grenades into their fires.

Could you identify the uniforms that these soldiers were
wegring?

A T couldn't tell fromtheir steel helmets, they didn't
show themselves, they just got up for a ort time and were
under cover very

About nary would ) say that you saw?

It's hard to judge because I.saw only a few persons

(Vollsprecht - Redirect) 2133




und the road,
How long did y y in this position that you have
Jjust described?
A The company rema. spe until about half an hour before
dark,
About v
About 1

Were there any Gernman

over at one time and it had been hit by a tank destroyer
2nd Lt., Koch told me through

infantry outfit or assault outfit had tried to knock out these
anti-tank weapons. However, I myself did not see these infantry
men,

What did you do after you left this position?
I went back to Stoumont.

Did the whole company return to Stoumont?

Yas, the whole company went back with the exception
of the tanks which remained there in an immobile condition.

¥ho gave the order to return to Stoumont?

1st Lt. Christ.

LT. WAHLER: That is all, if the court please. Your
witness.

PROSECUTION (Mr. HElowitz): No cross-examination.

DEFENSE COUNSEL: May it please the court, at this
time there is another incident in Stowmont that Captain Narvid would
like to conduct a direct examination of this witness.

LT. WAHLER: 'If the court pleass, may we understand that
whatever is developed on this direct examimation the prosecution

will be restricted to that phase of it and mot the phase that

(Vollsprecht - Redirect) 27 49
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has been gone into at this time?

CAPT. NARVID: We're doing this not to waste the
time of the court by sending the witness out and calling back
again,

PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUMACKER): He's still the defense's
witness, if the court please, and we reserve our right to cross-
examine in any proper fashion after their direct examination
has been completed.

DEFENSE COUNSEL: If the prosecution insists on this
we will recall the witness at a later stage.

PRESIDENT: Are there any questions by the court?
Apparently not. The witness is excused.

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from
the court room.)

DEFENSE COUNSEL: The defense recalls as its next

witness, Oskar Maurer. Lt. Wahler, on behalf of the defense,

will conduct the direct examination.
PROSECUTION: The witness is advised that he is still
under oath.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (LT. WAHLER):

Q Your name please?

A Oskar Maurer.

Q Are you the same witness tlLat has heretofore testified
before this court?

A Yes.

Q What company were you a member of on the 19th of
December, 19447

A 2nd Panzer Company, lst Regiment.

(Maurer - Redirect)
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Q
A
Q

Whose platoon were you a member of?

3rd Platoon, Platoon Leader 2nd Lt. Koch.

What kind of vehicles was your company equipped with?
Panther Tanks, Type 5.

What was your job at this time?

I was 1lst Gunner.

What position did you occupy in this tank?

Could you express yourself a little bit more clearly?
Yes -- In what portion of the tank were you stationed?
In the turret.

In whose tank were you?

In the Platoon Leader's tank of 2nd Lt. Koch.

Directing your attention to the 19th day of December,

1944, were you in the vicinity of Stoumont?

A

We were in the area of Stoumont on the 19th of December,

1944, outside of Stoumont and in Stoumont.

Q

At about what time of the day or night were you in the

vicinity of Stoumont?

A

Q

It might have been in the evening at seven o'clock,
When did you first arrive in the viecinity of Stoumont?
That might have been at five o'clock already.

Five o'clock at night or five o'clock in the morning?
Five o'clock in the morning.

Whereabouts did you stop in the vicinity of Stoumont?
We were about 500 meters outside of Stoumont.

Can you describe the position that you took on

Prosecution's Bxhibit #3 -~ come over here please.

A

About here where the slope is indicated.

LT. WAHLER: The witness indicates a point on the

map, Prosecution's Exhibit #3, approximately 3/l kilometers from

the village of Stoumont, lying on a highway which is illustrated

in colored ink, Take the stand again please,

(Maurer - Redirect) 2742




fho else was presdnt besides your tank
Ten vehicles of our company wers t
How long did you remain in this position?
e remained there until we began the attack on Stoumont.
About what time of the day did you commence your attack?
ht-thi
did you
fore that.

1is time what tank had the lead or which was the

ich was the fi
one had his gun dama E then Sergeant -- Co
took over the point.
How far did Brahns' tank proceed in t
Stoumont?
A Brahns! tank got all the way to the entrance of Stoumont
where the road turns to the
What, if anything, happened at that time?
jrahns! tank was knocked out there,
Did you see Brahns!' tank knocked out?
at the moment was knocked out.,
How soon thereafter did you see ns! ta
About 15 minutes later.
At that time did you notice anything unusual about
Brahns!'
A
Would you come over to this exhibit, ense Exhibit
11, and illustrate to the court where you saw Brahns!' tank?
A (Indicating) Here at this house.
Are you sure about that location?
Oh, thet's'a sned here, excuse ms -- here.
Can you fix the position of that tank relative to

2743
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rned, thers was

that there were no prisoners of war

wdividuals shot

N (CAPT SHUMACKER):
b will save any
S an attacxk on the town
Company of the lst Panzer
tovm of Sto
3 court
to that condition,
LAY ) w, contid with your

court Jjust wanted to know the reason,

Q Will you describe the position that your tank or the

directiol ravel with you
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Q here was Brahns' tan! locsted
A It must have been about here. And w then turned
into the road right in front of Brahns' tank and then wont along
the main road past the church.
DIFENSE COINSUL (Lts Vahler): That is all.
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COWNSEL (Lt lahler): (Continuing)
Q At the time that you passed Brahms' tank did you
happen to have occasion to look to the left of you?
A Yes, we were driving right at it.
Q At the "Y" to the left of the intersection is a
houss, is that correct?
Yess
Q Did you happen to have occasion to notice if you
saw any American bodies lying arownd that house or in the viein-
ity of the house?
A I saw no American dead.
Q After you went through the town of Stoumont where
did you procesd to?
4 "8 turned to the left in the direction of Stoumont
railroad station.
Q Did you arrive at the railroad station?
A Yos.
About what time of tho day was it?
About one or later. 11: 30,
"hat did you do at that time?
The company stood there for a while for that is
where Rohpeter's tank was Imooked out.
Q How long did you remain in that position?
A About forty-five minutes.

Q 4nd then what did you do?

A The campnuy thert moved out--moved on., About 180

msters beyond the ourve behind the Stoumont stations
Q Fers you under attack at the time?
(Murer-redirect) . 2147




Yase

Q From whnat dirsction was that attaclk coning from?

A At that time we received anti-tenk fire dirsotly
along the road.
Q Did you at that time or any time thereafter see
any Anerican soldiers?

A Yeos.

Q here did you see thenf

A At the left the road went down some towards the
railroad station and that is where they came from.

Q fhat tim of the day, about, did this occur?

A A bout three o'clock.

Q #ill you deseribe to the court what you sawl

A @ received pretty severs artillery fire and attack
fire and vortnr‘fire. This fire was concluded by some smoke gre-
nadesat that time we were exactly in this curve towards the righte
2nd Lt. Koch drew my attention to the fact that the Americans
would come through the fork on the laft side, mcross the tracks. I
turned my turret to the left some and there saw shadows coming
through the fog. It looks like an assault troops or soms thing was
coming ine Fire had ceased at the moment. Upon that we fired a
fragnentation grenade down there. Nothing else moved and later
on the Americsn fire started again too.

Q How long did you remain in this position?

A Tntil sbout 4130,

Q And then what did you do?
A

e retirad wntil the station at Stoumont. Then Lt.
Kooh received the order to move back to Stoumont, which we did,
and then we took s position--later we took & position northeast of
Stoumonts
Q hat was your ocoupation st this time in this tank

of Koch?

(Vaurer - redirect)




gunner. First guimer.
Q Did you at eny time during the rorning, between the
s of 0500 and 1200 receive any messages or orders from Christ?
Not from Christ directly.
From whom did you receive orders?
I receivad my orders from the commandants
fho was the radio operator in your tml?
Sgte Aber.
Do you lnow whethar he received any orders from
Christ during this period of +time?
A Yes.
Do you lnow what the contents of those orders were?
I can remember the gist of soms of thems
Q that was the gist of the order that you remember
Carist giving?
A At first we received the order by radio thet the

company was to go into position to the right in Stoumont.

Q That was the next order you recall Christ having

given?
A I remember the order arrived that the company was
to be collected in Stoumonts
Q Do you recall any othor ordors?
A At tho station there were several conversations with
the company commander concerning the lack of fuele
Q Do you recall while you were in the vicinity of Stou-
mont Cprist ever giving an order to fire upon American goldiers?
A Nos
DEFUNSE COINSEL (L. Wahler): That is all.
PROSECUTION (Capte Shumacker)s ill the Court in-
dulge us just one moment, plemse?
(Conference among members of the Prosecutions)

PROSECUTION (Cap e Shumacker): No oross examination.

(Maurer - redirsct).
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questions by the Court?
ho was your commander?
Lt. Commander was lajor Postschke.
Yowr company commander?
Intersturmfuehrer Christe
4&nd your platoon commander?
Second Lt. Kooh.
FRESTDENT: Any other questions by the court?
Apparentiy none, the witness is excuseds.
(¥hersupon ths witness was excused and withdrew
from the courtroom.)
DEFINSE COWSEL: The Dafense calls as its next witness
Fritz Willecte. Lt. ahlsr, on benalf of the Defonge, will conduct
the direct axamination.
FRITZ WILLICKE, called as a witness for ths Do fonsa, was
sworn and testified through an interpreter as follows:
DIRECT GXANINATION
QUISTIONS BY DEFUNSE COWNSEL (Lt. Wahler):
Q fhat is your nawe, ploaset
Willicke. Frite.
(n the 19th day of December, 1944, were you a member
an tt
Yes.
‘hat company--what platoon were you a member of?
A vas & medio of the medical Captain Dr. usrmeyer e
Q On the 16th day of Dgcemher vsre you at or in the
vicinity of §toumont?
A Yos.
Q About what time of the day or night were you present?
A Then it got lizhte

Q 4nd where were you at that time?

(Willeoke ~ dirsct)
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In the castle of Stoumente
iow long did you remain in the castle at §
Tntil we returned to LaGleize.
) Bra you in the town of Stoumont at any time on the
19th day of Dycember?
Not in the town of Stcument proper.

are you in the close vicini of Stoumont on the

Yos, at the first house.
And where was this first house loceted?
On the left side. The first house with a Belgian
doc tor in
2 Dan you identify the house that you have pointed out
on this sketon? Sketch D-11% Come up hers, please.
(hereupon witness, interpreter and counsel congre-
gata before the courta)
Q Will you identify this house to the cowrtl?
A (Witness indioates on sketoh).
Q At about what time of the day were you in the vicinity
of that house?
About eleven o'clock.
¥ the town of Stoumont under attack at that time?
Yo, sir; it was already liberated.
Will you tell the court what you did at the time?
Yes. We drove up thers with our tank, our medical
and they instructed us to piock wp the wounded from Stoumont.
Q Did you ses wounded!
A Yos. Ve pioked up some wounded alresdy outside.
Q Now, relative to the house that you have just iden-
tified, will you describe where you found wounded in the viein-

ity of that house?

A Not in the house propers

(Willecl® - direct) 275 1




ell, around the housel
No, outside of town. 200 yards outside
picked out ths first one from the field.

Q How many did you find?

Three or four of them.

Viere these Americen or German soldiers?
German.

Did you find any American soldiers®

A Noe

Q Did you go into this house that you have heretofore
described on Sketch D-117

A Yes.

Q 111 you tell us what you found? If anything.

A ® went into the houss, leaving our tank parked out-
side, and there was an Amer ican madic lying thers. He was dead.

Q Vhere was he lying?

A Doyn there in tho room. As you go through and then in
the room to the righte

Q Vhat else did you find?

A e went upstairs to look for food for the wounded
and suddenly we heard some shouting outside. Ve looked dowm.

Q And what did you see?

A And we went down and saw sergeant on the regiment took
about thirty armed Americans out from the cellar. .

Q That happened to these Americans, if you lmow?

A There was an Amorican medic among them and he said
they had one wounded man with them yet, so we had him taken out
of the cellar by two American soldiers and had him=--transpor ted
him on our ambulances

Q Do you Jnow what happened to the other 30 Americans;

A No. Col. Pgiper ordered them to be sent back to the

castle of Stounonte

(¥d11ecke - direat) 21582




here was Col. Paijper at this
He vas with us for about ten minutese

And vhat order, if any, did you hear Col. Peiper

A He told us not to drive back yst but to stay and
walt for mors wownded, because we weres surrounded and had no more
fuels

In whose charge were the 30 or 2¢ Americans placeed?
for sures There wers two or three or
four parachutists. Thay went down with them

Q What time of day did this a!l occur?

It was just befors noons

Q 4And how many hours aftsr the attack on 8toumond
had been concluded?

A I don't know when this attack started?

Q Do you know what time the attmck was conocluded?

A Well, it might have been over at 11 1'clock and we

0
wont in right away after that.

Q Did you see what disposttion was made of these Ameri-
soldiers?
A No.
Q Do you know of your own Mmowledge what dispostiion
was madeof them?
A No. I only know that they were taken down to the
castle of Stoumonte
Q You previously testified that two or three parachutists
took charge of thess prisoners.
A Yes. Didn't see anything elses

Q Do you know in what direction they marched the pris~

Towards ths castle of Stoumont.

(Willecke - direct)
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Q v thess prisonsrs arrived in the castle
of 8toumont?
A I cen't say for sure.
Q How meny medics were with this grow of prisoners?l mean
Amorican medics?
who
A One medic/was not in the house. He drove with us.
Q And where vas he taken?
Ho remained with us wntil the end.
Q Did you see any other officers present besides Col.
Poiper?
A To.
DEFINSE COWSEL (Lt. Vahlér): That is all. Your
witness.
CROSS EXANMINATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capts Byrme):
Q On what day did this all happen?
A On the 19th, at 11:00 o'clook.
Q You mean you arrived at 11:00 o'clock?
A Yos.
Q How long did you stay at this house you have des-
oribed?
4 About fifteen minutes.
Q Calling your attention to Dgfonse Exhibit D-11, you
said that you approached the first house in' Stoumont; is that right?
A I didn'y get sny further.
Q finich house do you indicate as the first house in
Stoumont?
A First one.
Q Calling your attention~=
DSFENSE COWNSEL (Lt. Vehler): If the court please,
I think wo should have the record indicat® whet house he has pointed

oute

)¥illecks - direct)
"
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PROSECUTION (Capt. Byrne): Let ths record show tha
the witness pointed to the redangle squars reprasenting & house
approximately south of the "Y". Calling your attention to three
houses which are--three squares which appear to represent houses
at the oross roads approaching Stoumont, are those houses in the
village or outside of the village?

A %011l I can'y say that for sure any more.
111 you desoribe to the court the house that you
approached?
Describe®
Of vhat construction vas the house?
Rectangular and graye
ias it & one or two story house?
Two stories. Orownd floor and ons story on topd

Do you remember whether it was constructed of woed or

Was of stones

Vas it all stone?

Yes. To my recollaction; yes.

Calling your attention to Defense txhibit D-16, I
ask you if the house you have described is respresented in the
pio ture?

A Yes, this is it.

Q You arrived at that house at about eleven o'clock in
the morning; is that correct?

A Yeos«

Q then you first entered the house, did you enter
from the fiont or the rear?

A From the front. Right from the road.

¥here is the enh-'ly way to the house?

Q
A From the rosd.
Q

With reference to the front of the house, is it

(Willicks - oross).
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in the center or to one side or the othar?

The entrance?

Yose

It was about center. I don'y kmow for sures.

Did you ever go to the rear of the house?

No.

You have testified, I balieve, that you went through
the houss and in one of the rear rooms found a dead American. Is
that correct?

A Yos.
Q Is that the only dead AMaricsn you ever saw in
S tounon t7

A Yos, The only one I have.

Q &nd to your lmowledge, that was the only American
that was killed in the battle of Stoumont?

A Yes.

Q Now these 30 prisoners that you have testifiod were
brought out of the cellar. Vere there any civiliens present with
then®

A Yes, they were in a cellar and they wers supposed
to keep it secrat.

Supposed to keep what secret?
Amor idans were in there.
any of the soldiers or the civilians talk to you?
with me.
you see any of them talking with any of the
other Germans [.)res:mﬂ

A Ican't say.

Q With reference to this one dead Amorican that you
fownd in the rear room of the house, what position was he lying
in%

A, 4o vas lying 1like this (indicating); he had wounds

all over from, sneil fragments.

(Willicke - oross)




Q t jicate that the witness indicated
the position dy lying on i back wit mg outstretohed.
INSE Cut (Lt. Yanlor): He has indicated that,
he had wownds all over his legs and body.
Yos.
How long did you ramain in 5toumont?
Until late in the afternoon of the 2lst.
Aoy long did you stay at the house you
About fifteen minutes, isn'yg it?
About fifteen minutes; yes.
PROSECUTION (Capt. Byrne): That is all.
REDIRECT BXA
QIESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (Lt. Yahlsr):
2 From tho wounds that you saw on tho American Soldier,
can you describs ths type of fire that caused those wounds?

A Explosives; eithor shell fragnents from tanlks or

GDge This Anericsn medic who had been down in the cellar wounded,

algo told us that there was another American up there dead.
DEFENSE COWSEL (Lt. Wahler): No further redirects

FROSHCUTION (Capt. Byrne): Neo further cross examina-

PRESTDENT: Any questions the Court? Apparently
none; the witness is excused.
(Whersupon the witness was oxcused and withdrew
from the Courtrooms)
PRESIDENT: Due to the fact that tomorrow is a
Inoatre holiday, the Court will adjourn until 0820 hours Friday
morninge

(vhersupon the Court, at 1200 hours, adjourned.)

(#illicke - oross)




Province de LIEGE

Arrondissement de VERVIERS

COMMUNE
de

BULLANGE

No
Objet :
der Gemeinde
aus Honsfela
2 oine Lelen
Annexe

seborcnen

ist.
kin

meind

Ich Unte

rzeic
bullin

am 2845

eiunden

nfall

Kathne

anderer
unbekennt ist,ist
elngei

ir

4nl

ine

&hnlic
nicat in
regen.

Bullange, le

194 ¢

u Anton J
<+1944 in blllingen g

wlerbele
die

Standue

I, Pfc JACQUES Y. DELANGRE, ASN 10610024, being first

duly sworn, state:

Miles W, Rulien, P-5

that I truly translasted the oath administered by

to SCHULTZEN

and that thereupon he made and

subseribed the foresoing statement in his own handwriting in my

presence,




Translati .. HOD
Translation.
Province of Liege
District of Verviers Bullange, June 26, 1946,
Community of
Bullange

Certificate.

I, the undersigned, burgomaster and registrar of the community
of Billingen certify herewith that Erna COLIAS from Honsfeld was
found without showing signs of life in our community "Luchenborn'
on May 28, 1945,

There is likewise certified that Mrs. Anton JOUSTEN, nge
Katharina THIES, died in Biillingen on Dec 18, 1944,

No other similar case of death with an unknown cause of death
is entered in the lists of the registrar’s office of our community.

(seal) The registrar:
/8/ Schulzen

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 26th day of June 1946,

/s/ Miles W, Rulien
/t/ Miles W, Rulien, P-5,

I, Pfc JACQUES Y, DELANGRE, ASN 10610024, being first duly
sworn, state: that I truly translated the oath administered by
Miles W, Rulien, P-5, to SCHULTZEN, and that thereupon he made and
subscribed the foregoing statement in his own handwriting in my
presence.

/s/ Delangre




I, TENSTEXD ANTON JONSTEN

’
Thet I em a r dent of Bullingen or Bullange, b y wife,
KATHARINYA JONSTEN was killed by fire lI‘OIIiA‘Lr‘éi‘mHR E&"VE ‘on’ tm- 1l:hf1 &
or 17th of December 1944, that my aforesaid wife was outside the house
when so slain, that she wes killed while in the line of fire of the

/"'H&ny-fn‘ah /tnnks /z;s a‘Ichsaid that she was outside the house while on
the roed while fleeing from the combat,; that around the body were
marks and signs thet showed that she was killed by the explosion of

a grenade,

FURTHER AFTIANT SAYETH NOT.
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 26th day of June 1946,

es W, Rulien, P=5
I, Pfo JACQUES Y. DELANGE, ASN 10610024, being first duly sworn,
state: that I truly translated the oath administered by Miles W.

Rulien, P-5, to ANTON JONSTEN and that thereupon he made and subscrib-

ed the foregoing statement in his own handwriting in my presence.

N A
PFC JACQUES Y. D_-ﬁLnle}c.,
10610024 =

I, Pfc JACQUES Y. DELANGRE, ASN 10610024, being first duly sworn,
state that the foregoing is & true and correct translation of the
sworn tetimony of ANTON JONSTEN et BULLINGEN or BULLANGE on the 26th
day of June 1946, to the best of my ebility.

R Y DLLON"R.,
1061 024
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