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CAlP IlA.CllAU, GER .ANY 

6 J uly 1946 . 

lOfm m G SESS ION 

( Yiher eupon the Cour t r ooonvened at 0830 houra .} 

PRESIIENT1 Ta ke auts . The Court wi ll oorne W order . 

PROSECUTION 1 Let the r eoo r d ahow that ail members of tht 

Court, aJ.l me ll'bera of the Pro se c ut ion , all me11.ber a o f the O,, fan ae 

with the except i on o f Lt. Co l. Dwinne l , Lt. hler , 1.\-. '\d ter a and 

Dr. P fie-tsr, who a r e abu n t on business of the De fense , a.tl of the 

de f endants, and the r eporter, are pr esent • 

W FENSE COWSEL1 The D8 !'9n 1e oa lls as its next witne u, 

Oa kar Gutn1mn . Dr . Rer t korn , on behal f o f the Defenae, will c onduct 

the direc t examination . 

OSKAR GOTl~ , called u • wi tne u f or the Def en.89 , ,._a 

sworn an d tes tif ied through an interpre Uu· as f ollowa i 

nme:cr EXAMlliATICti 

QW ST I ONS BY OO FENSE COlNSE:L (Dr . Hertkorn)1 

State yoi.r fu ll name to the oourt, p leuef 

A Gut mann , Os kar . 

Q Yi\,en v.ere you born? 

A Third of Au guat , 1926 . 

Q Are you an aoc t1a8df · 

A No . 

Q Are you • priloner of •rf 

A Yej. 

Q V.hereT Wher e are you now in ou1 todyt 

A Camp 3 . 

Q l'1hat mi li ta r.y unit dii you belong ix> during the Eitel 

of fens ive :In n,oe mber 1044? 

A 2nd Co mpany , ht Panze r Re g imen-., Liebst&ndarte 

SS Adolpf Hitler • 

Q 'flflo was your platoon leade r ? 

( Guttt"'1D - direot) 
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A 2nd Lt . K111ufnn . 

Q Do you re mi,""b!J r December 1944? Did you on that day 

tab par t :in the fighting •t the StoWQOn t r ailroad 1tation'I' 

A Yes . 

Q \'.hat tank did you dr i ve then? 

A Sgt. Kreuger ' s• 

Q And a t -what place in the conp111nd did t ha t tank pr o-

oeedt 

A r\hen Te oh . Sgt. Roepeter 1 s tank .,., knocke d out a t 

t he r 1i1 r oad s t ation , Sg'i. Kr ueger t oolc ove r t he po int . 

Q Now how f a r beyond the Stoumont ra ilroad s t a tion di d 

you proceed in a we ate r ly d irection? 

A .A OOut !bur h mdrod rretera. 

Q Ver e you f iroct' up on by the ene my tMre? 

A Yea , w;, ,-.ere f ired upon from t he fr ont, from the right, 

and fioom the le ft . 

Q ?.hat k ind of f:Sro v,u th,, t? 

A I t wu tan k: fire , tan k deat; o:,,er fira , and heavy 

rr-.ohine gun fire . 

Q Did you eee an y A~ rioan soldiers 11tand1ng on the right 

or left side o f the road who were pus1ng through? 

A ?lo . 

Q For how lon g a t i mi, did you takB part in the fighting 

at the Stounont Ra ilroad atationt 

A Until about three o ' oloo lc . I wu th!ln wo inded . 

Q frhere did you go then! 

A To t h e ma :ln aid station • 

Q ere ,.,., that? 

A In the castle • 
1 

Q Next to what tom •• that outltt lo cated? 

A I can't r rnember t hat . 

( Ou~. - direct) 
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Q Wai it next to Sto1.non t or next to Le, Gleizet 

A LaOleize . 

Q Were any Gertnal'I wowded there? 

A No . The r e l'l8re Americana there and .Americ11n medic, . 

Q Did you observe ho w -th e Ame rio11n wo unded , or Arnerioan 

medi01 ,-e re treaU,d7 

A No . 

Q l'ier e yo u to gether with the m 1n one r oof'I? 

A The medics -,,ere tru tin g ua t here . 

Q That is not my que s tion, Yere you in the aama room 

with tha American wounded? 

A There '1''9r9 none in the r oom whic h -, •re lying 1.n . 

Q Do you r eme-nber the 24th of December ..hen the American 

troopa re-en t ered La GleizeT 

A Ye a . 

Q Did you there see .,,hethsr Arfte r i oan wowide d Yono had 

b&en in LaGleiza un til than 'Mire turned over b) the Americans? 

A Yea . 

OOF£'NSE CO WSEL1 You may oron e xamine . 

PROS.t: CUTIOO (CApt , Shwraokor ) : No cross exa'llin&tion , 

PRES IIENT t An y qt1H tiona by the Court ? Appa ront ly 

none. The witness i a exouaed • 

(Where upon the w11neu _, exouaed and withdre w f'ro m 

the court r oom) • 

IEIBHSE: CO lNSEL: The Defense reo•ll• as its next wit

ne u Oakar Trott. C•pt . Narvid , on behalf or the dotenae , wi ll oon
r e-

duct the/d irect examination . 

OS KAR TROTT, reca lled aa a witneu f or t he Defense , ha ving 

b1Jen previoui; ly a ~ r n, te"a ti f ie d .f\trther throug h an in terpre t9r • • 

follow1 1 

RlID IR8CT EU MllU,TION 

QlESTICJfS BY o.;Fl.:.~SE 001.NSE L .(Capt . Narvid): 

Q PRBSIIENT: Wil l you r emind the wHnaaa that h9 ii 
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•till wder oath1' 

PROS ~C0TION1 TM witnesa b reminded that he i1 a till 

unde r oatn . 

Q Are you t he u me 011kar Trott that previoudy testified in 

thh trial? 

A Ye a. 

Q In what organization of the company, of the phtoon 

w,re you during the Eifai offen aive1 

A I be loni;od to the third Panaer company , let Panr.er Pioneer 

Company• 1st platoon, 4,abatandarte. 

Q "\Tha t kind of vehic le did you drive in? 

A I "'"U driving in the vehicle of Sgt . Diokatra. 

Q Do you recall the date, appr oximate ti.in!, when yo u ar -

rived in Stoumont? 

A Yea . At nine A. M., on the 19th . 

Q You parti cipa ted in t he battle f or StoumontT 

A Yas. 

Q \',hat time di d t h ia battle ocr.nmence? 

A I t must t..ve started abo ut e ight o'clock . 

Q During the oourH of your atay in Stoumont di d you have 

an y oooaaion to a ee prisoners of var? 

A Ye a . 

Q '\\hara? 

A I , myae1r, captured fifteen . 

Q V.he r e did you capture them? 

A I oap t t:red the:n at tho city limit • of Stounon t . 

Q The exit fr om point of view of yolU' naroh , or 1ne en-

trance to Sto1.rnont? 

A The exit. 

Q 1'.here did you tal~ the SG prisone rs of l'Art 

A I too k them bt.ok to _the outl 8 tt-..t had 08en orde r ed 

by Sgt. Sohasfer and I had them aent ba ok wi"th v.ounde d cottradea fro'l'I 
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t.~ ohuroh to the outht whit re th3 main aid atation ,.. . Jooated. 

Q I.hen you say Sohaahr, you mean tho accused Y/illi 

Sohaef'er ,in this ouel 

Ye s . 

Q Do you knOl'r him? 

A Ye s. 

Q n, you r eoogn izo him't 

A Yes . 

Q l'J\llt number does he \\Oar1 

No . 56 . 

Q JUst exactly wha t wu Sonaefer'a orders in Stoumont, 

with respect to prisoners of -.rT 

A Teoh . Sgt . Schaefer .gave us the order by y of :the 

section leader to the effect that all prisoners o f •r -,,ere to be 

taken '00 the ir.ain aid station bet,,.een LaGieize an d Stounont , whioh 

aid station was described as a castle. 

Q Do you know the reason fo r th i s orde rT 

A I don ' t quite wderstan d . 

Q Do you know vkty the prisoners -,.ere to be taken to t hat 

par tioula r plaoet 

A So that 100urity would be warrante d for -the priaonera. 

RECROSS EXA t .llU.TICffl 

Qtu:S TIONS BY PROS~ CTUICIH ( ".: apt . Shumaoker): Your group lea, de r wu 

Sgt . Diokatra, is tht.t right'P 

A Yea . 

Q And you we r e pr esen t when Schaefer 1poke to Diobtra, 

is t na t right! 

A No . 

Q ¥',e ll, you don 1 
4:; know -dtether Schaefer gave Diokatra 

any or rlGr a? Do you? 

A Vil 11 , beoauae Sgt . Diohtra repea-ba d the order f'r 001 

trott - rt:1or oaa ) 
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Teoh.Sgt .Schaefer and it y,•1 10 announced by Teoh . Sgt . Diokltra . 

~ou were not present at the group leaders• meeting 

with Schaete~, were you? 

A The comrade Gert.rdt Taut , who ia preaen t here , 'Ml.£ 

preaent at tho rmeting of the group leade rs !ind heard the orders 

himself . Gerhardt Taut . 

Q Did yo u wders t and my quution? 

A l',ha t queation'l 

Q I said you we r e not present at the mee tin g of the 

• gr oup leaders with Sohaehr , we re you? 

• 
A No . 

Q l'ta r e you p r esent 'When your Tr oop leader Willi Schaefer 

gave the or der to your Co"lrade Gustav Spr ~tn ge r to ahoot five pris

oners or war in Stounont on the 191h or Dece mber 1944? 

A No . 

• 
IEFENSB COt.NSE: L (C apt. Narvid)1 If the court pleu e , 

I o bjec t to that question because it 1a no~ero in evidence t hat 

Sonaefer gave L"l order to Spr enger to ahoot prisoner,; of v.er • 

PROSECUTIOtl (C apt. Shum.aoke r)1 I s uggest Counsel 

• read t he r s cord . I t v;ou ldn ' t make any di f ference whether i t is in 

the rctcord or not1 I have a ri ght to a sk t h is wH nua the question. 

PRES IIEN Tt Objection ia over r ul ed . 

Q You u y you •re not preunt? 

.A No. 

Q Do you know a group l ctadar by the n a.'lle of Al tkreuger 

in your oonpany'r 

A Ye a. 

Q 1\8re you p r e sen t when he ahot thr tie prisoners o.f' wa r 

in S to umon t on the 19th of Deo• mbe r , 1944? 

A No . 

'b-o t t - - reoro&11) 
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Q \\ho waa your COl11)&ny oonur.ander1' 

A lat Lt. Franz: S 1evers . 

Q Are you the eam11 01kar Trott tha t your oonpany com-

mander , Franz: Siever,. orderad to let a wounded American prisoner 

bhed to de.th in tM monutary thero in Stoumont! 

A No, he didn't give rr,e 1hat order . I don't know about it . 

Q You don't mow anyth1ng ab out it! 

A No . 

•• 
Q You don 't kn ow anything about letting a Y.()unded American 

bleed to death bloauae your oorrpany oo,imander told you not to 1-ndage 

h im? 

A Bo. Tha,t qttor .,.,-h,ich I wrote do-,.c in S 0 h...,•ibiah Ball, 

that ie not corr ect. 

Q In other WJrds , you to]d some,;hing t he r e that was no t 

true , ia that right? 

A Yea. 

• 
Q V,bere did you ge t t his a'b:lr y of S ievers ordering you 

to let a v.ounded man bleed t o death? Wu that j ust something you 

anatohed from your :\. iragina tion? 

• A Ye a. 

PROS8CUTIC!i (Capt . Shunaoker ) 1 '1'11*t i s all . 

RE: DIR ECT EXAJ. tINAT ION 

QlES TICW S BY m!FENSE COlNSEJ, (Ca p t. Na rvid) 1 

Q. lThy did you make a statemen t in Soh.,,.,ibhh Hal. 1 wh ioh 

h not Vue! 

Q. In my !'ir,t interroga.tion J to ld the truth to one Captain 

f'rom the Prosecution and an interpretor who •• • a t anding a round oalle d me 

a pig and eve~ything elu md. in the n ext in tez:-ro gation I was put 

be .fore a a u:n~ry co urt , .a orou , :a1 on t he .ta bl e arrl 101D9 candle, 

and s ome f alse witneue, we re pllt before me . I wa s threatened with 
death by hanging, I • • to l ~ thRt my mother and my brothers and 

ailtera would have to a -tarn and would not get any foo d stamp, . 



Th•t depreased ID$ so aeverely that I wrote dove everything tha 

Proaeoution -,-nted ma to , J.nd ainoe I didn ' t know anything about; 

• o t ion in viola t~on o f International La w I had to invent aomething 

ao that I wou ld be left alone . I .,.. . in ao litt.ry confinement 

the re for f our months . Two weeka o!' those fou r month1 1n • oell 

wi th • wooden bunk 1md litt l e U p:ht ; four o f tho s e days without 

bl anb te with an open wfadow •nd th• t h• ppene d 1n winter . l had 

gone through qui te a l ot as a sold i er but I coul d no l onger a+.nd 

the mo ral presaure whi ch u a exerted upon me there. 

Q Yitre you ever threatene d? 

Yea . 

Q Yi9 r e you ever beaten? 

A Yea . 

Q How 1i8r e yo u thre atene d and who threatened you? 

A I"'*& threa toned with death by hang ing by a Captain an d 

le t Lieutenant f rom t he Proaeoution. I spen t a noon hour t h at day 

1n a ceJ.l where there Ml aoJJ'8 ma r ks from ahote from enll calib r e 

v.eapone on t he wall at about the heignt of yo ur head and , in my 

opinion, a litt l e p iece of fleah was still a ttached to· one of thoae 

ahota. 

Q Did you write t h ia ataterrent a t th•t ti..;ie or any later 

time? 

Q How muo h later? 

.A I can't ••Y• One ,.,e e k : pe r napa two weeka . 

Q l'ere you threatene d at the time or 1'll1tllldi a tely be -

f ore you wrote t hia atatementt 

A No . 

Q Were you be.ten at that tine? 

A Not that, either . 

Q Vohy did you writlt t he ata iement tben1 

A Beoa uae .I did not d•re to r eabt any longer . 

( Tl'o•t - .. radireo t) 
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Q Did you write i t your1o l f or •• it dictated to you1 

A It MS f ir a t pr e pared in tnrli1h and t han I wrote i t . 

Q Going back t o the ti,..e you we re beaten, t o tho time 

yo u wa r e t hreatened, d id you admit orally than "'1.at you wrote in your 

state"'tlnt laWrt 

A Yes. 

RE~CROSS EXA!lJNATION 

Qt.ESTION S BY PRUS8CTUION (Capt . Shum.o ke r ) 1 

Q Trott, 'l» l l. the Cour t acme more abo ut this pi ece of 

flesh that you H w on the .,..11 . How ~ig ..,.e itt 

A It v-a e about the a ize of the na il of yo ur thumb . 

Q And what color •• i t ? 

A I t •• reddhh. 

Q And i t wa.11 pinned to t he n,11 witt1 the builet, ia 

tha t rignt? 

A Yee . 

Q And you oouJd just see one p iece of f l esh hanging on 

th• v,allt 

A Yes . 

Q And how man y bullet holea did you aeet 

A Four . 

Q And they v.er e jl.18 t a bout the height of a !"'an ' a hi,a d , were 

they nott 

A Yes . 

Q And tnat vaJl wu practica lly compl etely cove r ed with 

blood , wa1 it not? 

A No , only this iittJ.e, this ono bullet tho f h1h " ·' 

• reddiah . 

Q You d idn 
1 t 1ee ,blood spattered all over that sa:ne •11! 

A No . 

Q Did you aee the oa t -p '"'tlino - tail1 that ,.., in the oornerT 

A No . 

Q Did you '"" tho at.el rod wit:1 the ball and ths apiku 
aticking out of the ball in the corn.rt 

. A No, J/116 
l ~oM: • -refln) ~ 



Q Now, Tra.tt, to refresh your recollection, 

when you "Were first interrogated, i t was in early 

January 1946, wa.s it not? 

A I don 1 t know, I don't lmow the date. 

Q And you recall very -well that there were two 

reasons why you were vigorously interrogated, one being 

that Gustav Sprenger said that he saw you in the field at 

the crossroads, is that not true? 

CAPTAIN HARVID: May it pl ease the Court, I 

object because I do not think we went into that fie1d at 

all on direct examination . ,1e limited our ex.amination to 

Stoumont and why the statement was made in Schwaebisch 

Hall, which he denied today, nothing fur t her, only because 

the Prosecution opened the door on cross . 

CAP'rAI N SHUMACKER 1 We cracked the door, if the 

Court please, and the Def ense opened it wide, and I wa.nt the 

Court t o know the whole s tory. 

LAW MEMBER: As a matter of fact, this witness 

was ques tioned mor e on redirect examination with r espect to 

· his treatment at Schwaebisch HD.11 than he was with respect 

to Stoumont. The objection is overruled. 

QUESTIOIS BY PROSECUTl(m ( CAPTAIN SHUMACKER ) 1 

Q That was one point about Which 7ot.1 were in-

terrogated, was it not, Tratt? 

A . Yea . 

Q And yoo denied being in t he f iel d or stopping 

before the crossroads, did you not? 

J. . I never denied it, I never was there . I saw 

the dead lying thore but I was not in the field. 

Q That i a what I say, at the tll'e you were 

( Tret t-Reeroo1) 



interrogated you denied being in the f i e l d? 

A Yes . 

Q And you were in the 1st Platoon of the Jrd 

Company? 

A Yes . 

Q And the 1st Platoon l eft Ibellingen ahead of 

the 2nd Platoon? 

A Yes •• Q When you got to the crossroads and passed 

this field, all these Americans had already been shot? 

A Yes , t hey were all l ying t hel'e already. 

Q And there were no Germa.ns there shooting and no 

German vehicles stopped 1n f ront of the field ? 

A No . 

•• 
Q · Now, you r emember that at the time you were in-

terrogated, you told about thes·e 14 o~ 15 American prisoners 

that you had captured in Stoumont and had sent to the .A.id 

Station? 

A Yee, 

Q And you well remember that when you returned t o 

your cell you told one of your comradea who was in the cell 

with you that you wilihed that you had shot them because 

there woul.d bf! 14 or 15 less swine ~hat you would have to 

.fool with, ie that not true? 

A The captain before that threatened me with 

death and accused me of DDlrdeJ", that I wa8 so angry ab'ou't 

that and could not control myself any more. 
to your 

Q I asked you if you did pot tell thia/ comrade 

in your cell after you were returned to your cell following 

(Trett-Recroo~) 
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this interrogation? 

A Yes . 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Nothing further . 

DEFENSE COUNSEL : No t hing fur t her on redirect . 

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Ap-

parently none . The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the. witn~ss was excused and withdrew .fr an 

the courtroan.) 

DE!.i'ENSE COONSEL s Defense calls as i ts next 

w1tness, Geor g Freitag . Dr. Leer on behal f of the Defense 

ll'ill conduct t he direct sx:amination. 

GEOHG FREITAG, a witnes s called by t he Defens e , 

after being first duly sworn, testified through an in

terpreter as foll<Ms: 

( \'/hereupon the queationo, answers and other proceert

ings were interpreted to the Ge rman counsel and the accused . ) 

DIRECT EIWIINATION , 

QUBSTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL ( DR. LEER), 

Q State your full name to the Court . 

A Freitag, Georg. 

Q Are you a. prisa:ier of war? 

A Yee . 

Q What unit were you with before? 

A 1s t Panzer Regiment, 1st Battalion Headquarters 

Company. 

Q 'What was your position and your job? 

A I was the driver of the armored hal..t'-track and 

corporal. 

Q Do you rtaemb8r the time of the Ardenne• 

(Freitag-Direct) 



Offensive? 

A Yes . 

Q Do you remember when you got to Stou.mont? 

A I got t here on tho morning of the 19th . 

Q Can you state briefly where you were 1n 

Stoumont? 

A I first stopped nzy vehicl e about 200 meters 

outs i de of Stoumont in order to pick up the wounded which 

had accumulated during that fight . 

Q Did you r eceive an order concerning the wounded 

Amer ican sol dier s ? 

A Yes , I had instructions that if I saw any 

American medical per sonnel , t o t ake them along in t he vehi cle . 

Q Where did you pick up the f i rst wounded in 

Stoumont? 

A About 200 meters on the fie l d to the l eft. 

Q Was a house s tanding in that fie l d? 

A Yes, t he first house on the l eft . 

Q can you describe t his house mor e closely? 

A I t was a. pharmacy or a drugstore . 

Q rfas a burning tank standing outside this house? 

A Yes , on the r i ght side of the house t her e was a 

knocked- out Panther . 

Q Did y ru see any o!f ictar s out side of this house , 

German offi cer s? 

A Yes , Col onel Peiper . 

Q i ihat ·ot ho r officers were th.<Jr e ? 

A I didn ' t see .any other s . 

Q Did Peiper arrive ther e a.tter you yoursel f 

were there .J.ready? 

A I tbiJ,Jc we had been e t&nding there for halt 



• 

an hour already when Colonel Peiper arrived. 

Q Did he again l eave before you yourself left? 

A Yea, he l eft ten minutes before we did. 

Q How lon~ was he there? 

A A short time only. 

Q Can you tell us whether it was five minutes 

or was i t an hour? 

A It was ten minutes at the most • 

Q rfas there a prisoner collecting point located 

in Stoumont? 

A Yes, p risoners which came from Stoumont were 

collected in the Aid Station in the castle. 

Q Did yru s ee any A.ruerican soldiers next to that 

house which lTe mentioned before? 

A At the time we stopped next to that house, about 

thirty armed Americans were taken out of the cellar by para

. chutists . 

Q Did you see an American medic next to the house 

also? 

A Yes, one American medic whom ,ve took along in the 

.field to the Aid Station . 

Q Did you receive an order to do that and who 

gave the order? 

A Y8 s, Colonel Peiper ordered us to take this 

prisoner medic al ong . 

Q At that t:i!ll.e did you see the vehicles of the 

message center at that house already? 

A No, I went around the hoose at that ti.me in 

order to collect the blankets which the Americans had had 

(Frei tog- Direct) 



for our wounded because it was very cold . At t hat time 

I didn ' t notice any radio half-track yet. 

Q Were you inside that house too? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you see llny weapone in that house?_ 

A After tho Ameri":ans left, I went dOi'Jll the 

cellar and there found the ammunition for the anti-tank 

gun located behind the house and furthennore, also some 

small arms . 

Q How many prisoners were there in the Aid 

Station in Stoumont? 

A The prisoners increased up to 100 in tha coo.rse 

of the day . 

Q Did you heai• any order concerning tho evacuation 

of the 30 Americans \fhich came from tho house? 

A Yes , Colonel Peiper gave that order . 

Q Hc;n were these prisoners treated in the Aid 

Station in Stownont? 

A They were treated well. 

Q Were any A,nerican medics working there an 

prisoners? 

A Yes , we had about six of them. 

Q Did they volunteer to take care of the wounded? 

A Yes, there was a good comradeship relationship 

existing between us a.'1.d them at tha t time. 

Q Did you see any prisoners immediately outside 

of Stoumont too? 

A Yes, al.ready when I was on my way to StOWT1ont 

in my vehicle smaller grOO:pa of priaoners walked past us 

(Freitag- Direct) 



in the opposite direction . 

Q Did you see where they were taken? 

A Yes, all of them tOHards the castl e . 

Q Did you see any Americ&n prisoners in Honsfeld? 

A Yes , I Iey'Self drove some of t hem away and took 

them to the doctor . 

DR. LEER, No further questions. Thank you . 

CROSS EXAIIDIATI ON 

QUF.'lTICllS BY PROSECUTIO!l: 

Q HCM long were you in this house at the entrance 

to Stoumont that you have been testifying about? 

A I t was until 11 o'clock. 

Q How many minutes or hOff many hours were you 

at this house? 

A Might have been one hour approximatel y . 

Q You arrived there at ten and l eft at el even , 

is that what you are trying to say? 

A Yes . 

Q Did yoo. go inside this house? 

A Yes. 

Q Did yoo. go through all the r ooms? 

A Yes . 

Q Ha,, many dead Americans did yoo. see in the 

house? 

A One American medic . 

Q What room was he in7 

A I n the room towards t ht1 garden. 

Q Did you see any dea.d Americans upstairs? 

A No , not outside the house or behind the bouH 

(Freitag-Cross) 
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either . 

Q How many American prisoners of war do you 

estimate you saw in and around Stoumont on the 19th of 

December? 

A I didn 1 t s ee any dead Americans at all, except 

for the one. 

Q I asked you hem many prisoners of war , not how 

many dead Americans • 

A The ones in the castle, about 100 men. 

Q You said you saw some on the road between 

Stoumont and the castl e and you saw 30 captured there at 

the house . All together, ha.Y many prisoners of v1ar did you 

see, including those a t t he castle? 

A They were all taken to the castl e . 

Q How do you kno"N that those you saw on t he road , 

the 30 at the house were ta.ken to the castle? 

A Because there weren 1 t any prisoners coming from 

anywhere else and when I came back ther e we ren I t any there . 

Q How do you kna,v they didn I t go beyond the castle? 

A Well, if a sol dier gets an order to take 

prisoners of war to the castle , he has to perform that 

order . 

Q You were not })t'esent all the time in the castl e ? 

A Wel l , I was absent when I was in Stoumont and 

then I returned to the castle . 

PROSECUTION: No fur t her questions . 

DEFENSE COUNSEL1 Nothing 1.'urther on redirect . 

PRESIDENT: Questions by the Cour-t ? 

(Freitag-Cross) 



EliMINATIOH BY THE COORT 

QUESTIONS BY LA'// A!EMBER1 

Q Was Fritz Willeeke a member of your vehicul&r 

crew7 

A Yes. 

Q Referring to the house in Stoumont where you 

saw the dead American medic , di d you walk compl etely around 

that hruse? 

A Yes . 

Q What did you notice as you w&lked around tM 

honse? 

A I didn I t notice anything . I was particularly 

interested in this ant:l.- tank gun and then we had instructions 

' t o collect the blankets . 

PRESIDENT: Any other questions? Apparently 

none , The witness is excused , 

(Wher eupon the witness was excused and withdrew from 

the courtr oom . ) 

DEFE!lSE COONSEL 1 Defense recalls as its next 

witness, Horst Vollspracht. Captain Narvied, on behalf of 

the Defens e, will conduct the direct examination . 

HORST VOLLSPRECHT, a 111.tneas recalled by the Defense , 

having been pr eviously duly sworn, resumed the 1:1tand and 

testified through 11.n interpr eter as follows: 

(Whereupon the questions, answers and,, other proceedings 

were interpreted to the Oel'li8.n counsel and' t he accused.) 

PROSECUTION: The witness is reminded he is 

still under oath. 

(Vollsprecht-Direct) 
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THE TNITNESS: Yes. 

REDIRECT EXAMIN4Tictl 

QUESTIOOS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (CAPTAIN NARVID): 

Q Are you the same Vollsprecht who has previoosly 

testified in this trial? 

A Yea, 

•• 
Q As I recall, the last time you testified that 

you were present in Stoumont during the battle for Stoumont, 

is that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q On the way to the railroad station in Stoumont, 

do you recall at any time pass ing a grocery store? 

A Yes. 

Q On which side of the road was it? 

A That lrEtS at the tuwn lim..tt, on t he r ight side 

• 
of the road • 

Did your tank stop in the vicinity of this store? 

A Yes , after we collected our vehicl es in Stoumont,• 
Q 

we stopped on ti'~ right side of the road . That. was abrut at 

the place of t his grocery store . 

Q Which tank was ahead of you? 

J. In front of us there was a half- t rack and in 

front of the half-track was the t&nk of 1st Lieutenant 

Christ . 

Q How~ meters away fran you was Christ 1 s tank? 

A At>out 10 to 15 meters. 

Q Ha,r long did you stop at t his place? 

A We stayed thero long enough to smoke a cigarette, 

a.bout five minutes. 

(Vollsprecht-Rediroct) 



Q Did you. get out of your tank? 

A No, I didn ' t get out . I looked out of m;y 

porthole once because a camera, a moving picture operator 

was on the, right side, 

Q Were you able to see this grocery store cl ear ly? 

A Yes. 

• 
Q Did you see any American prisoners of war standing 

in front of that store? 

• A No • 

Q Did you at any time while you were standing there 

see Christ ' s tank shooting in that direction, that is, 1n 

the direction of the grocery store? 

A No, I did not see any such thing and I certainly 

would have had to notice it because in order to do that the 

gunner of Christ would have had to turn hia turret around all 

• 
tm vray Wltil two o 1clock , 

Who was tho machine gunner in the t urret? 

A 'Ihe ls t gunner was Hans Pletz .• 
Q 

Q Is this the same Hans Ple tz who is an accused in 

thia case? 

.l Yes, 

Q. Vrbere were the .Americana "t that time? 

4 The .Americans were retiring in the direction of 

the Stoumont Railroad Station at that time. 

Q You were on your way in that direction, is that 

right? 

A Yes, we were standing at the time and imm.edia"tely 

thereafter, a f ew minutes later, we moved out again . 

Q OJ.ring the battle tor Stoumont, how were orders 

(Vollaprecht-Redirect) 
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Th 1324..SR-7/6-12 transmitted to the tank commanders? 

A By radio . 

Q In other words J were Christ I s orders lfith 

reference to the attack on Stoumont relayed to all tanks? 

A Yea, by 1st Lieutenant Christ, that is_. his 

radio operator. 

Q Was every order transmitted? 

•• 
Q Yes, every order considered important by 

lat Lieutenant Christ was transmitted• 

Q Did you at any time during the battle !or 

Stoumont hear ;.ny order transmitted directing you to shoot 

at any group of American soldiers standing? 

A No, I didn ' t hear any such order . 

• 
CAPTAI N NARVID: Your wi tness . 

MR . ELOi'lITZ: No cross examinati on . 

PRESIDENT: Questi ons by the Court? .Apparently 

none . The witness is excused . 

• (Whereupon the witness was excused and wi thdrew f r om 

End '.11: #324 t he courtr oom. ) 
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DEFSNSE: 'Ihe Detenae oall• u i ta next w1 tneaa. Paul 

Fr oehlioh. Dr. Leer, on beha.lt or the Defense, will oonduot the 

direot eDJD.im. tlon. 

PAUL FROEHLICH, oalled lll!I a witneu tor the Defense• being tiret 

duly sworn. , testified through a.n lnterpr eter as f'ollows1 

DIRECT EXAMINAT I ON 

QUESTI ONS JlY DEFENSE (DR, LEER), 

Q State your full llallle to the Court. please. 

A Froehlich, Paul. 

Q State your f'Orml9r duties • 

A I waa a. Sergeant and Section Leader in the l!otor Vehicle 

Reconna.isame Platoon or the Headqua.rtora Ccmpa.ny or the ht Panzer 

RegimGnt . 

Q Are you now a prisonor of wa.r? 

A Yea. 

Q lllat oamp are you in at the present time? 

A Gage 3. 

Q Do you r emsnber the time of the Ardennea offandn7 

A Yea . 

~ Well, do you stil l remember a.t what time of the day and 

on wh a t d a.te you oame to Stoumont7 

A Yes. 

Q Te ll ua, pleaae • 

._ I .,.a outside or Stoumont on the morning or the 19th . 

Q C..n you describe your podtion to ui and ln whoee vicinity 

you 'Jrl!re! 

A Yes , I we.a ·about eight hundred meter s from Stownont , the 

fir st house on the road. 

Q Were you ata.nding there during the a.ttaok a.nd bafore 'the 

a.tt:<1.ck:7 

A Yea , before ~nd during the attack. 

(Psul Froehlich - Di r ect) 
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Q Yflat did you do thereT 

A I lftu1 • runner for Col. Peiper. 

Q Were you in his vicinity a.t the time? 

J. Yu, I -.s within his vie"• 

Q Were any other of'f'io ers there? 

A Yea . 

Q Did you reoeive any orders from Col . Peiper before the 

atta.ck o.nd during the attaokT 

A No, Col . Peiper gave his orders to the offi cers dir l!tOt l y , 

dnoe they were pre sent • 

Q llien did you lea.ve this spot llhioh you have just deaoribed? 

A After about e.n hour e.nd a. he,.lf or an hour a.nd forty-fiv11 

minute s , after the infa.ntry 'MlS got into town. 

Q Did you then dr ive into town? 

A Yes . I then received an order fr om Col . Pe iper aa to 

d r iving into town . He got into my vehicle a nd we drove in, until •e 

reached the first house . 

Q Vbat happe ned then and the n? 

A Peiper ordered us to atop , and he went over to the anti ... 

tank gun which was standing next to a house, an .American anti- tank 

gun , 92 . He l ooked at it and went to the houae. Then civi lians 

crune out, he sent those civilians baok, and then I saw some American 

so l dior stand ing there wi.th a.bout three pa.raohutista around. 

Q Wlere ware you at the moment you heard. - 1'here ware you 

at the time you aaw thh? 

A I •a standing behind Col . Peiper . 

Q: You just mentioned 111.n .American medic, I believe. Vhat 

happened to him? 

. A Col. Peiper talked Snglish Yd. th hitn , and then he aa.icl -

but I don ' t know llho he said it to - 11 Thh m&n 1a to be ta.ken to 

Fr oeh lich - Direct) 



the a.id station. 

Q Did you then r emlin at that spot or did you go awa.y? 

A I then received an order !'rem Col . Peiper to bring tt. s 

radi~ sta.tlon over here . They were two er three kilometers in 

the direction or La.Gleize. 

Q Di d you then dr ive a.way? 

A Yes . 

Q How l ong had you then been standing in r rcnt or this 

house together with Col. Peiper? 

• A For a very s!Hr t time only• 

Q Ce.n you te ll ua j ust how l ong tb.ia a}iort pe r iod utended? 

A It might hs.ve been t en - five to ton minutes. 

Q 1'fien did you then return from ;your mi ssion? 

A I fulfilled my miHion i n ten to fifteen minutei, . 

Q Did you return befor e the oarununioationa center returned, 

which yo u were supposed t o pick up? 

A Yes. 

• 
Q Vho did you report bac k i nto? 

A I don't know tor sure, but I think it ve.a the adjutant, 

Cs.pt . Oruhle . 

Q Vli.y not to Col. Peiper l'lho ga.vw you the or d er t o take off? 

A Bt10a.uae Col. Poiper -.sn' t a.t the ho uae any more l'lhen I 

r eturned . 

Q lll.ich offioera d id you eee together "1th Col. Peiper before 

you left the hou3e? 

A I didn't IH a.ny. 

Q Do you r emember pauing through Enge lad orf during the 

Ar detlilea Offonaive , a.lao known &a L.i gneuville? 

A Yea . 

Q Did you aee llny oa.ptured Amerio a.n aoldier e there? 

A Yea, I took prieonera myHlf . 

(Froeblioh - Dir i,ot) 



Ta.• 3 ?.5 
ah- 4 Q Tell us l'ihora that happened? 

A I was in the r i ght side of the r 01.d. where t here -was a 

r oe.d fo r k which waa g oi ng up there, and there wer e Shennans s tanding 

at the for k and trucks . I had reoeived or der s to oove r up 'the df'ad 

and 1he truo ks by hjor Poetsohke . I went out to the truoks i n order 

t o take a bl anket or a shelter ha l f f r an one of thf!ffl in or der to 

oover up t h e <had , and as I went up to a hi ll there, there -,;ere two 

American so ldier s the r e who had their r if l e pointing towards me . And 

I so.id to than, "He..nds up", and then they dr opped their rifles . and 

about four or five mor e men c ame !'ran beh i n d the hou se and al so hel d 

up their hands. 

Q Ce.n you tell us -wh &t happened t o t hose prisone r s? 

A Yes. I took th em to the road . a.ud then Col. Peipe r the n 

told m~ to leave th•n there, tha t the walki ng wounded woul d p ick them up 

a.nd t ake them ba.ok. 

DEFENSE (DR. I.BER) 1 No further questions. 

CROSS EXAMINATION 

QUESTI ONS BY PROSECUTIOll (MR , EI.OWITZ), 

Q Did the air &ttaok on the house 'l'lhioh you dosoribed,whe re 

you stood with Peiper, ooour b1;1fore or after you were sent to get the 

telephone equipment? 

A I know nothing about an air a.ttaok. There was a.n air atta.ok 

the day before . 

Q No air attack occurred on that poin t ? 

A No . 

PROSECUTION (MR. ELOWITZ) 1 That h a. 11. 

DVEHSE 1 Noth i ng further on redirect 

PR'li1SIDEITT1 Any questions by the Court? 

KXAMI NATION BY THE COURT 

QUESTI ONS BY .THE LAW MJ;"ABER1 

Q The dea.d yo,i covered up , lllhat na.ti onality ""re they? 

(Froehlich - Court} 



ah-6 A Thl!ly ._rl!I Gl!lrtran 1oldil!lr!!. 

PRESIDENT 1 Any othl!lr que etiona by thl!I Court? J.pparentl y 

none, the ,ri tnes e is excused . 

(~ereupon the exou aed ,d t nes s wi thdre'!f. 

DE!l'ENSE1 fhe Derenel!I r eoa.lle a.a its next witneu, Al ber t 

Bra.un. Dr. Leer, on beh&lr of' the Defenee , will oonduo t t he direc t 

examine.ti on . 

• 
ALBERT BRAUN, rft('.:la.lll!ld u a. witneu for tho Defenee, t9stified 

fur ther th r ough an i nterpreter ae followe 1 

PRO SECUTI ON1 The wi tneu ia r emiru:l. ed that he ie still 

• under oe.th • 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

QUESTI ONS BY DEFENSE (DR. LEER ) , 

Q You a.re the eame Albert Braun who &lre&dy teatit'ied i n 

this oourt, a.re you not? 

A Yea. 

Q Do you remember the Ardennee Offens ive too? 

• A 

Q Do you r&member getting to Buellingen in tha.t period? 

A Yes . 

Q can you 1.811 ua .,,_en tha.t -.sf 

A In the morning of Deoember 17. 

Q Can you d eaoribe it mere oloael:,1 

A At 9100 o'olook. 

Q Did you en any pri1oner1 in BuellingenT 

A Yee, I took priaonera myaelf, about firty . 

Q ill.ere waa th&t? 

A That was a.bout two or three hundretd meters behind the 

o:dt tran Buel lingen. 

(ere.un - Redireot ) 
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Ta-325 
sh-6 Q ilhat did you do after oa.pturing these prisoners? 

A '!he ?" iaonere were dis&nned. 

Q Vhere? 

A In a field near Buellingen. I think it Wls next to e. 

graveyard, I can' t rsnernber for aure. 

Q Yti.o disarmed these prlaonera? 

A These prisoners were diaarmed by me and my comrades, my 

radio opera.tor, my drive r and one ottier sergeant . 

Q rihat waa then dorut with these oe.ptured Americana? 

A I took these prisoners to Buellingen together with my oom-

radea • . 

Q Are these a.gain these three oauradl!lll which you mentionad 

before? 

A liy driver went b&ok and picked up the tan.le whioh wa s atfl.nd .. 

ing out front, and after we h a.d ta.ke n t hou pr isoners to Buellingen 

I l eft the group in order to l ook fo r a. truck so that the pri aoners 

would be transported. I found one truck a.ml aak9d the driver to 

take t he prisoners back. 

Q Did you a 88 Col . Peipor at that time? 

A Yes. After th e d river told me that he oouldn ' t do tha.t 

without - oouldn't do that as eaaUy a • all that , and that h e had 

di.ffe r ent ordere,,At the tin, I mftt Lt. Col. Peiper , who ~ s ocming 

my way in a oar . Col . Psiper talked to me , l inoe he saw th3.t I waa 

wound.ad , he stopped , e.•ked me what my wouoi wa• aa:i gave me wiahea 

£or & quick recovery. I went on my •Y and coul d obser"Ye the.t Col . 

Peiper went to the pr i1oner1 and that theee pr iaoner11 - i n hie 

pr eunos - were loaded on the truok e.Dd were moved be.Ilk . I went 

back to my ta.nlc. Wl.1oh h&cl 3ome bao k. in the m•ntiffle, and inapeotftd 

the daJlllLge d one by the ah.ell. After •the.t I returned bac k to town , 

reported out t o my Company and aleo to the Bs.tta.li on Ccmma.nder - to 

whom I a.ho r eported the inoideut , &nd d r on to the hoapit& l. 

(Braun - Redir~ot) 
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ah-7 Q D1dn1 t you ever think of shooting the prisoners llhich 

you made? 

A No , never . 

Q vti.y not? 

A l'tiy ahoot prisoners? It wa.s quite obvious that these 

prisoners would be te.ken to the r ea r am ,rould be t reated deoently. 

DEFEHSE (DR. LEER) 1 No further queationa. 

REC!l.0S8 :sxAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPT. Sl!UMACl<ER), 

Q Those are the orders you had, isn ' t that r ight Braun, 

that you 1'10Uld l oad prisoners - that 'tlhen you captured priaonera 

you would load them on truoks and see that they wl'lre transported to 

the rea.r? 

A That was understood, that if a truck was a.round - ..tlethe r 

we h&d any direot ordera - that t ruoka would be used that •Y• 

don't kno w • • •. 

Q Do you mean to tell this Court that you didn ' t have orders 

thi,.t you would load prisoners on the empty oonvoya and they would 

be taken to the re&r? 

A I don't know anything about it. 

Cl Didn 1 t they give you any order a aa to Wlat you ~ with 

prisoners, imnediatel y before thi s Off'enahe started? 

A Before thia off'endve , it was ea.id that we, a.a e.rni.rod 

troops , were auppoaed to pr oceed rapidly and ware auppoaed to law 

prisoner• of war to the following infantry unlta . 

Q Do you r emember the reat of your apeeoh now, Braun? 

A The r eat of what apeeoh , if I m~y ukT 

Q "And you weren't auppoaed to look to the ri@Jlt , &nd you 
. . 

weren't s upposed to look to the lei't, but you would drive a.long a.a 

rapidly as poaaible". Ia tha.t rightT 

(Braun - Reo rou) 
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A Yea , that waa the giat of the apeeoh. 

Q And the truth s.bout it, Braun, you had nenr heard anyth i ng 

about thia infantry buainesa until you got to Dachau, did you? 

A About the i nfantry , I will have to dieappoint you there . 

al r tWLdy to l d you at Sohwaebiaoh He.1 1 that t he ?"hOMr a of war were 

to be l e ft to the infantry following. 

Q You wrote a at a.tement in Sohl'l8.ebhoh Ha ll, didn' t you? 

A Yas . 

Q You didn I t say anyth ing a.bout the infa.ntr y in your atate.ment, 

did you? 

A I to l d you nbou t it though . 

a I aay, you didn' t say a.nyth i ng about the infantry in your 

ffitten sta tement? 

A I wrot s i n the wri tten sta tement that we wou ldn' t be the 

oru,a W\o take ))riaonera. 

Q I will aak you 1.r you didn ' t expre aa it this -.y? I will 

roe.d you from this statenmt1 "In the evoning. Oberaoha.rfuehrsr W! en 

asaombhd his p lat oo n and made an add reu ()f &pproxima.tel y the follow

ing content: 1 This offensive will be a great thing and will certainly 

aucc eed . We will have a ir and artillery support. Alao , there will 

be an action in llhich Ge m.an soldiers dressed as Americana will in.fil

trato through the enemy 11Du. We w111 not delay our advance . ltlat.

e vor stand s in our way will be mowed down. No prisoners will be taken". 

Now, you claim that your atatdQ8nt1 "Vhatever sta.Dda in ou r l'llLY will 

be mowed down. No priaonera will be takan•, m•ana that the infantry 

beh .1.nd will take ca.re of them . Ia that ri f!'.h tT 

A The 18.st aenteme , yes . That ' s how I explainad it to you 

in Sohnaebiaoh Hal 1 too. 

Q And you wer e interroga.t ed by me? Capt . Shuma.oker inter rognted 

you a t ~hwaebhch Rall, d i d he not? 

A Y$11, 1 wae: interrogated by you . 

( BJ'llun - R~o r ou) 
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Q And you t nld me that the order s were that the infantry 

f ollowi ng behi nd wou l d te.ke oare of the pr iaoners . 

A I didn' t tell you tha t.. I t old that to the o1her gentl e-

man , the 1190ond one frcm. the right . 

Q You just told me that you he..d orders from Obersohari\lehrer 

ffl. o n , your Platoon Leador , tha t no prieo ner1 woul d be t aken., 

A Yee, we weren' t t o bothe r with pr i aonera of war • 

PROSECUTION (CAP'!' , &iUMA.CKER) 1 Nothing turth&r. 

DEFEUSE (DR . LEER): Ju1t one more questi on, 

REDIRECT EXAl!I NATION 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (DR, LEER) , 

Q. Tell ua , wi th all pou1bl e o l l'..r i ty, what you tol d ttie 

i nterrogating of N.oer in Sohmebi aoh Hall oonoerning the ta.ld ng or 

pr iaonera or ,m.r ? 

A I we. a asker\ i n Soh-.eb1aoh Hall, "Ple ue exp lain this la s t 

aente noe to me- "We will not ma.ke pr homrs of war". I oxplainod 

th e.t aa fo1low111 Vfe are an a.nnored unit, whose onl y job in thia 

offenai ve is to break the e nemy linea quiokly. We cannot a f f o rd to 

leave out tanke duri.n,; ocrnbat ln order to ma.la! priaoner s or war, but 

rather we wil l l eave tila.t to the uni t f o llowing us. 

D~ENSE (DR. LEER) : Tha.t 11 all, 

PREsm B1"T 1 Any questions by t h e Proai,oution? 

PROSECUTI ON (CAPT. ~UMA.CXER) 1 No furth e r que s tions . 

PRESIDBNT1 Any queationa by the CourtT 

BLU11NA.TION BT Tll.S COORT 

QUlilSTIO!JS BY TliB (Alf MW BElh 

Q Was the statel'9nt et Soh-.ebiaoh Hall didated to you? 

A No , I wrote it myself . 

PRESIDENT : Any other queationat Appuentl y none~ the 

wi-tneea ia exouaed . The Court wi ll r 60e aa unt il 1030 . 

(1'11ereupon at 1000 hours. t11e Court reoe eu d .) 

(Bnun - Court) 
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(Whereupon t·-ie court at l0J0 hours reconvened. ) 

PR.:::.SID:stlT : Take seats . The court will come to order . 

PROSE::UTI0H (Colonel Ellis): Let th/3 record show that 

all of the members of the court, all of the J!lembers of the prose

cution, all of the members of tho defense, with the exception of 

Colonel Dwinell, Mr . ''laltars, Mr. Strong, who are absent on tho 

business of the def ense, are present and tho interpreter and the 

reporter are present. 

DEFENSE (Colonel Everett): Dr . Leer . 

DEFEUSE (Dr . Leer): If the court please , the inter

preter has notified the defense, during the recess that a mistake 

in translation has been made and that in the last sentence read 

by Captain Schumacher, in the statement of the witness, the trans

lation, in English, was 1' , , .no prisoners of war will be made ••• 11 , 

and the proper translation of this one sentence s hould have been 

11 •••we ltill not take pr isoner s o!' war •• • 11 • It would perhaps be 

best, to have that last sentence o!' the statement read a gain and 

have it coITec ted. 

?tOSFl:UTI0N (Captain Schumacher),: I think that the 

statement of the defense counsel is correct and thnt the t r ansla

tion s hould be corrected to read : 11 •••we will not take pr isoners 

of vrar ••• 11 • 

PR~ID"inlT : The record will be changed accordingly. 

DEFEHSE (Col onel Ever e tt) : The r.ex t wi t ness fo r the 

defense will be lnt e r roea,ted by two of the defense c ounsels, first 

hy" Dr . Pf i ster and then by Col onel Sutton -- Col onel Sutton will 

concl ude the exs.mination. 

(Wher eupon - ~e~•~m~~e~,T~H~--- a witness fo r the 

~l'enee, vras r ecalled and reminded that he waa still under oath 

(Buth - Rediredt) 



before the co1.1rt. ) 

RE DIRFX:T EXAJ.IINATIOII 

EXAl.ilNATION BY THE DEFEl,SE (Dr , Pfister) , 

Q Ylhat unit of the 1st SS Panzer Rer,iment did you belong to? 

A The 9th Panzer Pioneer Company. 

Q What were your military duties in this Pioneer Company? 

A I was the drivcr of an SPU. 

Q Directing your attention to t he beginning of the Eitel 

Offensive , do you know Lieutenant RUfll)f? 

A Yes . 

Q Was he 7our superior? 

A Yea . 

Q What rank did he have? 

A First Lieutenant. 

Q Was he your Company Comoander? 

A Yes . 

Q Did Lieutenant Rumpf eve r give you any instructions 

as to the treatment of prisoners of war, prior to the offensive , 

and, if so, when? 

A Yes , this matter was brousht up very br iefly , in the 

course of s ome Company instruction. 

Q \'lhat did he say on that occasion? 

A That we as Panze r Troops did not have to take prisoners 

of war , but that that was the duty of the following infantry troops . 

Q Hem did Rumpf express himself at thie time? 

A He s a id as follcnra: 11 . , . If you ever are to take prison-

ers of war, then t hink of the prover b : , , ••what you don ' t want to 

happen to you, you should not do to other1J • • • 1 11 • 

Q Cal.ling your att ention to the town of Honafeld, were 
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you next to Rumpf in Honsfeld? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you remember that you ware at the end of the town 

of Honsfeld, in a northwestern direction? 

A Yes. 

Q On that occasion, did Rumpf M.ve you any orders as 

to the shooting of prisoners of war? 

A No . 

Q Where vtere you starding, at this time , with reference 

to R-f? 

A Not very far. 

Q Would you have heard such al) order? 

A Yes . 

Q What time was that? 

A It was at dawn. 

Q Which day? 

A The 17th. 

Q Did you hear Rumpf reprimand any of his ovm men, when 

they cursed at prisoners of war? 

PROSBCUTION(Cap tain Schrnncher): Objection -

DEFENSE (Dr . Pfister) : I will withdraw that question. 

Q Did you see any prisoners of war at that end of the 

town of Honsfeld? 

A Yes , some prisoners of war were coming out to us . 

Q What happened then? 

A Tho::ie prisoners of war were cursed at by our men and 

R.w.;,r then reminded them about this and told them that those were 

prisoners 'Jf war and that our men ohould renember how they would 

fee_l, when they were priaoners of war and were cursed at . 

Q Were these cursings discontinued thereupon? 
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A Yes . 

Q I woulri like to ask you arain: did this occur on the 

western end of the town of Honsfeld , since it is possible that 

I made a mistake in puttine the previous question to you? 

A Yes, it was from the western end of the tarm of 

Honsfeld. 

Q I direct yonr attention now to the town of Buellingen, 

where did you see prisomirs of war near Buellingen? 

PROSEr.UTION (Colonel Elli.a): If the court pl ease , 

the counsel is continually asking leadinr: questions of this wit

ness, and·if the counsel can ' t conduct the examination properly, 

we request that some other counsel do the job . 

IAW A@.IBJ:R : I lmow it is difficult, Dr . Pfister, to 

use our form of examination, but your questions are l eading and 

I would su r·eost that you phrase your questions so that you don 't 

put the words i nto the mouth of the witness on direct examination. 

DEFENSE (D1· . Pfister ) : Yes, sir. Then I ask the coUrt 

to tell me whether the question: 11 •• • did you see prisoners of war 

1n Buellineen •• • 11 , was improper - -

PROSFI;UTIOH (Colonel Ellis) : I don 1 t believe that the 

question was put quite that way. 

DEFENSE (Dr. Pfister): Well, now I put the question 

that way. 

Q Did you see prisoners of war in Buellingen? 

A Yes , I did , 

Q Will you describe everything about that that you can 

remember to the court? 

A I left Puellin1;en in nzy· SP.V and a Tech Sergean t was 

standing there with several prisoners of war , perhaps 15 or 20, 

so this Tech Sergeant s topped our SPW, since there was an officer 
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ridinp. on it, arrl he asked this officer - it was Second Lieuten

ant Herring -- what was to hanpen to those or:l.sonera of war . There

upon Second Lieutenant Herring answered that he was to take back 

the prisoners of war . 

DEFENSE (Dr. Pfister): No further questions . 

(\'/hereupon further direct examination of the present 

witness ensued, conducted by Colonel Sutton. ) 

REDillllX:T ElCAMINATIOt: (cont ' d . ) 

QUESTIOKS BY THE DEFKNSE (Col onel Sutton): 

Q Buth, do you know I.fax Reider? 

A Yes . 

Q \'Ins he in your Company? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you s ee Helmuth Reider - I mean, Helmuth Haas 

in Uax Reider 's vehicle at the cros sroads at any ti.me? 

A Helnnith Haas .• •? Do you mean Walter Haas? 

Q Wel l , I think that his name is Helmuth, but it could 

be iTalte r . Did you see him? 

A Yes, I saw him. 

Q Did their vehicle arrive at tm crossroads at the same 

time that yours did? 

A No , I arrived there a little later . 

Q Were there any vehicles ahead of the vehi cle in which 

you were riding at that time? 

A Yes . 

Q Approximately hO'IT many? 

A Well, I arrived as the last vehicle and all of the 
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Company vehicl es were ahead or me at that time and then I arranc

ed m.!r vehicle in the rir;tt march order ar-a in. 

Q About how much later did you r ve hi cle &ITive at the 

cros s r oad.a , a.ft.er Reider ? 

A I can ' t say exactly, s i nce I don't know ffllen Rei de r I s 

vehicle arrived there . 

Q Well , appr oximately Ythat t ime did your vehicle a rrive 

a t the oroosroads? 

A. It 1Dip,ht have been about t 'l'TO o 1clock or two- thi rty 

i n the afternoon. 

Q Did you s ee Max Reider ohoot prisoners in the vicinit y 

of the cross r oads? 

A no, sir. 

Q What t ype of ve hicle wa r e you in a t the crossroads? 

A I n an SPl/ 0 

Q What type of vehicle was Raider in at the cros sroads? 

A Reider vra.s also i n an SPW. 

Q Did you see aeyone shoot at the cros sroads? 

A No, from m;y arri val until shortly after I l eft again 

no shot was f i red at the cros sroads • 

Q Did you no t se e Haas i'ire at the crossroads ? 

A Yes , Haas did s ome firing out of tho SP\'T. 

Q What weapon did he use? 

A A machine- pistol. 

Q Were there any Americans standing in the field, when 

you arrived at the field, or wh en you arrived in the pas ture at 

the vicinity of the crossroads? 

A No, at that time, thoro was nobody. 

Q Did you see any Genna.ns in t he field or the pasture 

near the crossroads? 
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A No . 

Q Was your vehicle in f r ont of, or behind, Max Roider 1s 

vehicle? 

A Behind the vehicle . 

Q About how nruch dist.ance lr'ls there between these two 

vehicles? 

A 15 to 20 meters . 

Q Did the Americans who were l yin(!' in the field appear 

to be dead? 

A Yes . 

Q Did Reider's vehicle leave the crossroads before your 

vehicle, or after your vehicle? 

A Before I left the crossroads . 

Q Did you ever hear Lieutenant Rumpf give an order to 

shoot prisoners of war? 

A No. 

DEFENSE (Colonel Sutton) : No £urthor questions . 

RE CROSS- KJCAIJINA TION 

QtrasTIONS BY THE PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher): 

Q Now, this man Ha.as that you speak about was in the 9th 

Panzer Pioneer Company, too , is that right? 

A Yes . 

Q And t.he man that he shot was an American soldier, un-

amed and who was on his knees praying in tho ditch on the right 

hand side of the road? 

A May I ask lfho is suppos ed to have shot h:1Jll? 

Q Haas l 

A ]es . 



Q And the CO or Haas was Rum:Jf, is that rir,ht? 

A Yes . 

Q NowJ di dn 1 t you testify on direct examination that 

you didn ' t see Reider at the crossroads? 

A I said that I didn I t soe Reider in the f ields J nor 

did I see him at the crossroads. 

Q You never laid eyes on Reider anywhere in the vicinity 

of the crossroads or the fieldJ is that riF71't? 

A No . 

Q But you said that he was supposed to be ahead of your 

SP'IV in your column? 

A Yes . 

Q Were you ll"i th Reider in Buellingen, when he shot a 

woman in the kitchen or a house? 

A No . 

Q Were you with Rump£ in Buellinren, when he talked 

with Unte rsturmfeuhrer Lier? 

A I don ' t know an Untersturmi'euhrer Lier. 

Q I mean Unterscharrenhrer Lier? 

A No. 

Q He was in your CompanyJ vrnan I t he? 

A Yes . 

Q How l ong had you been in the 9 'bh Panze r Pionaer Con-

paTzy", at the time of the Eitel orrensive? 

A I was in the 9th Panzer Pioneer Company s ince April, 

1944. 

Q Do you recognize this as the hand1Yri tinp; of your Com-

P8.J\Y Commander , Obersturmi'euhrer Rumpf -- I 1m referrinc nolV to 

the ~ndwriting and not to the contents ? 
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A No , I can't say with certainty whether this is the 

handwritinr of Rumpf -- I don 't know his handwriting -

DEFENSE (Dr. Pfister): I object to that question, 

on the same gr ounds , and for the same reason, for which I have 

already objected. At t hat time I said that the witness was not 

a hand>n-iting ~ert and at that time the court sustained nzy

objection. 

J.AW t.'E!JBER : TI'ell, the ,,itness has said that he doesn't 

rocor.:nize it, so I believe that that will suff ice. 

Q Do you remember on the nieht of tho 16th- 17th of Decem-

ber that Unterachar.feuhrer Lier was a ssi~ed to the point of your 

Co~any. 

A No, I don I t know about that. 

Q You said that you were i n Buellineen on t.he 19th of 

December, 1941.t, is that rieht? Correction -- I mean, on t he 17th 

of December, 1944? 

A On the 17th of December, yes . 

Q Did you see Unterscharfeuhrer Haas there in Beullingen , 

at that time? 

A No. 

Q I read to you a statement and ask you if you know 

whether or not thes e facts nre true -



Now, havinf' read to you that statenent, I ask you if you 

know 'Whether or not those facts are true? 

A I never did hear anythine about that , nor did I see 

anything. 

Q In other words , you didn ' t search the houses in Buell-

ingen with Haas of' your Company, is that right? 

A No . 

Q Now, Untersturmfeuhrer Herring was also an officer 

of your Company, wasn 't he? 

A Yes. 

Q And he was co!IVTUlnded by Obersturm!'euhrer Rumpf, wasn't 

he? 

A Yes . 

Q And you heard him brapging on the 18th of December 

about having shot an American at the crossroads , didn ' t you? 

A Yes . 

PROSP::UTION (Captain Schumacher) : No further questions . 

RE--DIREX:T EXAl.!INATION 

QUESTIO!lS 3'f THE DEFENSE (Colonel Sutton) , 

Q Wns Reider in the same vehicle that Haas was in? 

A Reider belonged to the group of Haas . 

Q Well, w:is he in the so.me vehicle with Haas? 

A Yes. 

DEFENSE (Colonel Sutton): If the court please, I 

would like to aek one question that should have been asked on 

direct examination -

PROS&:UTION (Captain Schwna.cher): No objection. 
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PRSSlDi:lT: There heinl"' no objection, you may proceed 

with the question. 

DEFErlSE (Colonel Sutton): Thank you. 

Q Do you Jmow Willie von Chander? 

A Yes . 

Q Did you see him at the crossroads? 

A No . 

DEFENSE (Colonel Sutton) : No further questions . 

RE-CR08S EXAIAINA TIOll 

QUES TIO!IS SY ·rHE PROS»::UTION (Captain Schumacher): 

Q One more question -- rill you , 1nrear on your oath 

bero:re tJ1ls court that Willie van Chamier did not shoot any pri

soners of war at the crossroads at any time betrreen 1200 hours 

· and 1400 hours at any time on the 16th or December, 1944? 

A I didn I t s ee Willie van Chn.mier shoot at the cross-

roads . 

PROSEXJUTION (Captain Schumacher): No further ques

tions by the pr osecution, 

DEFENSE (Colonel Everett) : The defense ha9 not!ling 

further on re~lirect . 

J'R.::SIDE;N"T: Are there any further questions by any 

member of the court? 

(V1bereupon, there beiJtg no further questions , the wit

ness was exc\L'Jed and withdrew.) 

PRF.SIDENT: The witness ie excueod , 

DEf<'ENSE (Colonel Everett): The defense calls as its 

noxt witness Hans l3uchman. Lieutenant Waller will conduct the 

examin~ tion on behalf or the defense . 

2198 



HANS BUClCJAN, a witness !or the defense, w:is called, sworn 

throurh the interpreter, and testified throuph the interpreter 

as foll ows: 

DIR&:T EXAUINATION 

QUESTIONS BY THE D~SE (Lieutenan t Waller) : 

Q Will you state your name? 

A Hans Buchman . 

Q Were you a member or the Waffen SS, during the period 

December 1944 - December 16th, 1944 to 16th December, 1945? 

A Yes . 

Q What Company and what Regiment were you a member of? 

A Headquarters Compaey, )rd Battali on, 7th Regiment . 

Q Dur ing that pe r iod, was your Comany attached to the 

ht RefP.lllent? 

A Yes , t he lat Panzer Regiment . 

Q On or about the 18th day of December, 1944, were you 

in La Gleize'? 

A Yes . 

Q What direction did you c ome from, just prior to arriv-

ing in the vicinity of La Glaize? 

From the direction of Stavelot. 

Q YfJ1en you entered La Oleize, can you describe, on Pros-

ecution Exhibit No. ) , the direction or travel that you assumed? 

Will you come over hare a minute , pl ease? (The l'fitness approached 

t he wall map of the pertinent area, Prosecution Exhibi t No . ) , as 

requested. ) Now, w.i.11 you ·describe to the court your course of 

traxel frbm Stavelot to La. Ol aize? How did you p roceed to La 

Gleize? 



('Whereupon the witness traced w1 th a pointed on the 

map, Prosecution Exhibit No . J, the route that he had taken. ) 

DE:l'ENSZ (Lieutenant Waller): Let the record show 

that the wi tncss had i ndicated the hi ghway designated on the 

map :l.n pink, indicating the main hir;hwny from Stavelot to La 

Oleize. 

PRCS~UTIOH (Mr. ~lowitz): No objection. 

Q At what time of the day- did you arrive in La Gleize? 

A It was between J -- no, between 2 and J o ' c l ock in 

the afternoon. 

(Whereupon the witness resumed the wi tness st.and. ) 

DEFEUS~ (Lieutenant Waller): I hand the reporter 

a docwnent and request that it be IMrked "De.tense Exhibit D- 24, 

for identification" . 

('Whereupon t he reporter marked the document as r eques-

ted, ) 

Q I harxi you this document, marked 11 Defense Elchihi t D-24, 

for identification11 and ask you what, if anything, that sketch 

portrays? 

A That is the tovm of La Gleize . 

Q Does it reasonably portray the condition of the streets 

of tho tO\m of La Gleize on the 18th of December, 1944? 

A Yes . 

Q Does the sketch reasonably portr ay the position of the 

church on the 19th day of December , 194h? 

A Yes . 

Q Docs the sketch reasonably portray the po:Ji tion of 

the school house of the town of La Oleize on the 19th of Decem-

ber , 1944? 

A Yes . 
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Q Can you describe what those sym1Jola surroundin.cr the 

chu'l"Ch are? 

A Do you rooan these symbols ( the wi tneas pointed to 

the sketch)? 

Q Yes , that's correct. 

A That is the cemetary. 

DEFENSE (Lieutenant Vfalle r): If the court please , 

we ask that the document previousl y markod as 11Defense Exhibit 

D- 24, for identification11 be accepted into evidence by the court, 

marked as ''Defense Exhibit D-24 11 , f or attachment to the ree;ord . 

PROSEI::UTI0N: No objection. 

PRZSIDENT : There being no objection, the Exhibit 

ID8.rked - the Exhibit will be marked as Defense Exhibit D-24, 

accepted into evidence by- the court, and attached to the record 

DEFEKSE (Lieu tenant Waller) : I hand the reporter 

a i'urther document and ask that it be marked as 11 Defenee Exhibit 

D- 25, for identi.fication 11 • 

(Whereupon the reporter marked the document as requea-

ted . ) 

Q I hand you this document, marked 11Defense Exhibit D- 25 , 

f or identification" and ask you what, if anything, it portr ays? 

A 'Ina t is the t.o,m of La Gleize . 

Q Does that reasonably portray the condition of the vill-

a ge of La Gleize, on or about the 18th of December, 194L? 

A Yes . 

DEF'ErYSK (Lieutenant Waller): We offer at this Ume, 

tho document just identified by the witness , pr eviously marked as 

11 Defense Exhibit D- 25, fo r ident1I:lcation 11 , and ask that it be 

accepted into evidence t,y tha court, m1n•ked as 11 D e.fense Exhibit 

D- 25" , for a t tachment to the record . 

~8C l 

http:surroundin.cr


• 

PROSfl:UTIOJ1: No obje ction . 

PID;SIDEl:IT: There beinr no objection, the document will 

be marked as Defense Exhibit D- 25, accepted into evidence by the 

court for attachment to the record . 

Q I hand you another exhibit, marked "Defense Exhibit 

D- 26 , for identification" and ask you what , if anything, that 

portrays? 

A Yes , it is the tovm of La. Gleize, and apparently the 

road shol'fll in this picture is the road to Cheneux . 

Q Does this reasonabl y portray the condition of the 

to,m of La Gleize , as it appeared on the 23rd of December , 1944? 

A Yes , with the exception of the ruins . 

Q Do you lm01'1 the condition of the tovm of La Gleize on 

the 23rd of December, 1944? 

A Only part of it. 

Q Do you know whether or not the picture portrayed in 

thi s photof',raph is a reasonable represent.a tion of that section of 

La Oleizo , as i t appeared on the 23rd of December, 1944? 

A Wel l , with the exception of a f e,,., buildings -- I don ' t 

think that building was there at that time (the witness pointed 

to the exhibit) -

Q Will you i ndicate on the picture with this pen l'lhich 

building was not there on the 23rd day of December, 194L.? 

(Whereupon t he wi tness marked with a pen , as requested. ) 

DKFKUSE (Lieutenant Waller) : We offer at th s time , the 

document j us t identified by the witness , previously marked as "De

fense hhibit D- 26, for identificati on" , and aek that it be accep

ted into evidence by tho court, mar ked as 11Defense EY..hibit D- 2611 , 

for attachment to the record . 



PROSE:UTr •?I : The prosecut:i on will ob ject to tJrls Exhi

bit, on the grounds that the witness has said that it represents 

a certain section or the town of La Oleize at this time , with the 

exception of ruins and new buildingi, . In view or the very small 

I
scale or the photocraph, 1'18 don t believe that t his w1 tness is 

competent to make the identification. If it is shovm that the wit

ness has been in La Gleize since this time, we will withdraw the 

objection --

DEF£NSE (Lieuten..'lnt Waller): If the court pl ease, we 

believe t hat thi s pho tograph has been adequately identified by 

t he witness as represent ins:; the condition of that portion of the 

t own or La Gleize as it a9peared on the 23rd day of December , 191ili, 

l'fi t h t he exception of one house , which he has marked with an 11X11 , 

which was constructed after the 23rd of December, 19Lh . 

LAT1 m!BER : Ia this one of the photo{rl'aoha that Ur , 

Ruli8n took on his recent trip? 

DEFENSE (Lieu tenant Wall er): Yes , sir. 

LAW l!EIJBER : Will Mr. Ru.lien further identify it? 

DEFENSE (Lteuteno.nt \'faller) : Yes, sir . He can and 

he will . 

PRESIDENT: The objection i:. ovorruled and tJ1e photo

eraph ,,u 1 be accepted into evidence by the cour t, marked as De

fense Exhibit D- 26 for attachment to the record , 

(Whereupon the Exhibit was marked as indicated by the 

repor ter. ) 

DEFENSJ (Lieutenant Wall.er ) : Now, if the court please, 

we would like to recall this ITT. tness , after n have completed offer

ine all of our exMbi~.s i nto evidence, hut for thA purpose of cross

examination we are tendering the witnes• to the prosecution, for the 

purpose of cross-examination. 
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CROSS-EXAl'D~TION 

QUF.STIO!'S llY T!!K PROSll:UTIOlh 

Q Showing you this photor,raph, marked Defense Exhibit 

D- 26, wh'lt portion of La Oleize does that photocraph show? 

A It shows a portion of the school house and the church 

and the road -- the road which , accordin P, to my opinion -- runs 

to Cheneux. 

Q Have you ever been down the roi.d from La Gleize to 

Cheneux? 

A We were standing on that road, near t he wall of the 

cemetacy, part of which is shown here --

Q That ' s not nzy- question -- I asked Yfhether you had 

ever been down the road from La Gleize to Cheneux? 

A Yes , we drove dorm. tMs road in our SPtV. 

Q Can you tell, from an examination of that photograph, 

where i t was ta.ken from? 

A No . 

Q You have desc ribed certa:l.n ruins in that photograph --

what are the ruins? 

A They are the ruins apparently caused by artillery fire , 

Q Were thos a hous e~ ruined on the 23rd of December , when 

you were in La Gl eize? 

A I don I t know on whi ch day . 

Q We l l , were they destroyed before you left La Gleize? 

A I don ' t know that . 

Q When did you l eave La Oleize? 

A On the 2L.th . 

Q And you don I t remember whethor these houses were des -

troyed before you l eft La Oleize or not? 

A No . 
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Q Have you been back to La Gleize , since the 24th of 

Deceraber, l9LL? 

A No . 

Q Then, if you can't remember whether or not these houses 

were destroyed, how can you identify this as a picture of La Oleize? 

DEFE?JSE (Lieutenant Wallor) : If the court please, that 

is a matter which is callinc for a onncluaion of the witness and 

it is not within the proper province of the witness ' testimony. 

PROS~UTION: If it please tho court, this witness has 

identified this photograph as a photor;raph of La Oleize and l am 

only asking how he identifies the picture . 

PR&SIDENT: The objection is overruled, 

Q Hem do you recop,nize this as a photop,raph of the villare 

of La Gleize? 

A I remember this schoolhouse, and this next house - - the 

house next to the ro.:td dol'ln here ( the witness pointed to the photo

graph) . 

Q You aro ce rtain in your own mind than that this is a 

picture of tho vi llap,e of La Oleizo? 

A Yes . 

Q Does that show the ontire villaee of La Oleize? 

A No. 

PROS~UTION : No further questions . 

Rl!-DDlECT Jru.lil!IATION 

QUESTIONS BY THE DEFENSE (Lieu tenant Waller): 

Q Do you know whethe r or not there was any fiehtinp or 

artillery fi,re on the village of La Oleize , after the Germana 

had evacuated the town on the 24th day of December, 1944? 

A As t o t hat, I do~ 1t know. 
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DEFEJ:s~ (Lieutenant Waller) : That 's all. No furthe r 

ques tions . 

PROSEX;UTION: No .f'urthr- r qnes tiona . 

PRF.SID~T : Are there any questions by the court of 

this witness? If not, the lfitness is excused . 

(l'lhereupon, there beine no further questions , the wit

ness was excused nnd withdrew. ) 

DEFENSE (Colonel Everett) : The defense calls, as its 

next l'fitness , Fritz Vlillecke . Lieutenant \Vallar, on behalf of 

the defense, will conduct the examination. 

FRIT'l ViII..J..&!KE, a lfitnesa for the del'ense , was recalled, 

the witness was reminded that he was still under oath, and testi

fied through t he interpreter as follOl'IB: 

REDIRJ!CT EXA!.!INATION 

QUF.STIONS BY THE DEFENSE (Lieutenant lValler): 

Q You are the same Frit z Trillecke that hns testified 

heretofore before this court, io that oorraot? 

A Yes . 

Q On the 23rd day of December, 191.J~, were you in the vic-

inity of La Oleize? 

A Yes , in La Gleize . 

Q In what portion of La Gleize wer e you stationed? 

A In the Preist I s house . 

Q On the 22nd day of December, 1944, we r e you i n the town 

of La Gleize? 

A Yes . 

Q Where were you stat ioned a t tha t time? 

A In the hous; of :the Priest of la Gleize . 
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Q Are you familiar with the church in the town of La 

Oleize? 

A Yea. 

Q I hand you ''Defense Exhibit D- 27, for identification11 

and a sk you what , if anything, that photograph portray-3? 

A This is the church of La Gleize . 

Q Docs that photograph indicate anythinr else? 

A Yes, it :indicates that everything is destroyed. . 

PROS&.:UTI0N: Will you have the witness speak a little 

louder, please? 

Witness: Yes, sir: the church is destroyed . 

Q Does this picture indicate any other physical terrain 

features , other than the church? I mean, doos this Picture in-

dicate the territory surroundine; the church? 

A Yes , this is the wall of the church (the witness indi-

cated by pointing to the pho tograph) . 

Q Do the physical features indicated on that picture rea-

s onably indicate the conditions there as they existed on the 23rd 

day of December, 19L.4? 

A Yes, 

DKFEtlSE (Lieutenant Waller) : If the court p l ease , the 

defense o 'fers into evidence at this time , the document just iden

tified by t he Ytitness , previously maliced as "Defense Exhibit D- 27 , 

for identification" , and asks that it be iaarked as "Defense Exhibit 

D- 27 11 for attachment to the record . 

PROSECUTIO~ : No objection. 

PRF.SID.ENT: There being no objection, the document offer

ed into evidence by the defense will be accepted in to evidence by 

£he court, marked as De!ense Exhibit D- 27 v.nd attached to tho re

cord. 
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(l'ihereupon the exhibit was ma.:-kod by the reporter 

as indicated) . 

Q I now show you an exhibit marked 11Defonse Exhibit 

D-28 , for identil'ica.ti on11 , arrl nsk you what , it anything t hat 

pie ture portrays? 

A That is the church of La Oleiza and thls is the en-

t r ance to the church ( the witness pointed to the photov-aph 

handed to h1.m) . 

Q \'/hat else does this piot 11re indicate? 

A I t indicates tha t the tows r and the roof of the 

church a re b r oken down and des t royed . 

Q Does this picture indicate the condi t ion of the come-

tary :md the church wall, as they exi sted on or about the 23rd 

day of December, 19l!h? 

A Yes . 

Q Does this picture indicat e the c onditi on of the 

church, as it existed on t he 23rd day of December, 1944? 

A Yes . 

DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller): If the court pl ease, 

,re offe r into evidence a t t his t ime the document just identi.fied 

by the w:l tness and ask that it be a ccep ted into ovidenco by the 

court, marked us Defense Exhibit D- 28 fo r attachl:lent to the record. 

PROSrouTinN : No objection . 

PRESIDENT: There being no objoction, the docwnent 

of fe:-ed by t he defense will be accep ted i n t o evidence by the court, 

r.arked as Defense Exhibit D- 28 and attached to tho recor d . 

Q I show you a picture marked 11Defense Exhibit D- 29, 

for identification" and ask you what , if anything, ~at picture 

portr!cy's ? 

A That is also the church of La Oleize . 
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Q Do the ph;ysical features as portrayed in that photo-

graph reasonably represent the oonditions as they ex:is tad on or 

about the 23rd day of December, 19lJ-'? 

A Yea . 

DEFEHSE (Lieutenant Waller): If it please the court, 

we offer into evidence at thi.s time the document just identified 

by the u:ltness , previously marked as "Defense Exhibit D- 29, fo r 

identii'ication11 , and ask that it be acce;,ted into evidence by too 

court, marked as 11 Defense Exhibit D-29 11 and attached to the record. 

PROS»::UTI0U: No objection. 

PR.11.STIJE!~T : There beinp no objec t ion, the document just 

offere\i by the defense will be accented into evidenceby the court, 

marked as Defense Ex.li.ibit D-29 and attached to the record. 

Q I show you a picture marked as 11 Dofenso Exhibit D- JO, 

for identi.fication 11 and ask you what, if anything, that pic t ure 

portrays ? 

A That i s t he schoolhouse of La Gleize . 

Q Does t he picture portray tho condition of t he school-

house , as it reasonably- ex.is lied, on or about the 23rd dQJ" of Dec

ember, 1944? 

A Yes . 

Q Look at the picture once a rain - was that truck pre-

sent, on or about tho 23rd day of December , 1944? 

A No , the truck was not there. 

Q Wit h the exception of that truck, all of the physical 

conditions portr ayed on that picture a re t hose that exis ted on or 

about t he 23rd ~y of December, i s that oorrect? 

A Yes . 

DEFmlSE (Lieutenant Walle r ) : J.f i t p l ease the court, 

,,.e offer int o evidence at this time , t he document - a photograph -

just identified by t he witnoss , and aak that it be accopted into 
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evidence by t.l-i.e court, marked as Defense Exhibit D-30 for attach

ment to the record. 

PR0SIOC:UTI0N : No objection . 

PRBSIDKNT: There heinr, no objection, the exhibit offer

ed by the defense will be accepted into evidence by the court, mark

ed ai, Defense Exhibit D- 30 and attached to the record. 

Q I sho'l'r you another picture, marked "Defense Exhibit D-31, 

for identification" and ask you what, if anything, that picture 

portrays? 

A Yes, that is the church 01' La Gleize -- and this is 

the part lihere the first shell hit the ~hurch ( the witness pointed 

to the photograph) and this is the scot where ! was sitting (the 

witness pointed a Pain to the photorraph) . 

DEFEUSE (Lieutenant Waller) : Let the record show that 

the witness has indicated a place on the picture indicated as being 

the second column of the picture . 

PR0SE'.JUTI0N : No objection. 

PRESIDENT : There being no objection, the r~cord vrill 

so ahOlr. 

Q Do the physical conditions represented there reason-

ably represent the c onditions as they existed, of the church or 

La Gleize , on the 23rd day of December, 19U4? 

A I saw -- I wasn't there aey more after t he first shell, 

I was only there when that hole ,ms caused and after that I wasn ' t 

there any JDOre . 

Q Well, does the picture reasonably represent the condi-

tions -- the physical c onditions -- of the church of La Gleize 

after the •r1rst shell hit? 

A Well, after the fir st shell hit, it didn ' t l ook like 

thi s -- there were wounded people lying all around and then they 
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were buried after the f i r s t s hell hit there . 

DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller) : I , r111 not of f'e r this 

fo r the time being. I would like to recall thi s witness at a 

later time, so , for the purpo3e of cross-examination, li8 will 

tender the witness to the prosecution at this time . 

PRGS"&:UTION \Colonel Ellis): No cross-examination. 

DEFRNSE (Colonel Everett): The defense calls as its 

next w:1.-tness , Miles Rulein and Lieutenant Wal l er, on behalf' of 

the defense, will conduct the direct examination . · 

MR . MIIES W. RULEIN, a 'Witness for the de£ense , was 

recalled and reminded that he was still under oath be.fore the 

court, he then testified throu p,h the interpreter as follO\TS: 

RE DIRECT EXAl,CP 'ATIOU 

QUESTIONS BY '1'1-B DEFENSE (Lieutenant Walle"'): 

Q Are you the same t~l es w. Rulein that has previous l y 

testified before thi s c ourt? 

A Yes . 

PROSF:;UTION : If the court please, if the purpose of 

this wi tnesa is to s tate that these pictures were taken in June, 

1946, vre will so stipulate . 

DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller): All right, we will so 

s tipulate w.i. th the pr osecution, however, l'l'8 have some further 

questions that l'ie would like to develop from this w:l tness . 

Q I shcm you Defens e Exhibit D- 24 and ask you what that 

sketch portrays? 

A That i s a sketoh of a pl an of part of La Oleize . 

Q Would you bri ng t hat sketch up to the court here, please? 

(Y/hereupon the 'Wi tness left the witnes s stand and brought 

the sketch ~ the court bench, as requested) . 
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Q -- now, will you describe to the court the road f r om 

Stavelot, en tering La Gleize? 

A Yes , it twists up thi s hill on this s ide (the witness 

pointed to the sketch) and comes into La Oleize at a 11Y11 here . 

Q Would you describe the ro/:\d. leaving La Oleize, towards 

Cheneux? 

A Yes , i n coming in on tJ1is :iame road, you take the 

l eft hand side of the and swin p: around the Church and then11Y11 

you come int.o the Cheneux road. 

Q Is this the Cheneux road? 

A Yes . 

Q What doe:J this r oad indicate, if you know? 

A All I know is that the re is a lane that comes in 

at t hat point. 

Q That is a lane, rather t han a road then, i s tha t rieht? 

A Yes . 

Q Are the symbols to Stoumont and Spa, proper, correct? 

A Yes . 

Q Showing you Defense Exhibit D- 28 , will you place that 

photograr;ih on the map, Showing approximatel y that physical condi

tion that i t por t r a~ on this sketch? 

A Yes , t hat is a picturo of the churchyard and of t he 

entrance to i t . 

Q I show you Deferwe 'Elthibit D- 29 . Will you place that 

picture on the sketch, showing the approximnte pey:3ical condition 

that it r epresents? 

A Yes . 

Q ' I show you Defense Elchibit D- 27 , Will you place tha t 

piotur e on the sketch, indicating the ap r, roximate physical condi

tton that i t represents ? 
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A Yes . 

D~'S'! (Lieutenant Waller): If the court pl ease, 

have all of the pictures been marked in the i r position on the 

1:1ketch? 

LA.W MEUB,m : I believe so . 

Q I ahow you Defense Ex:hibi t D- 26 and ask you from what 

position was that picture taken? 

A It was alonr towards Stoumont , l ookinc across the 

valley to La Gleize . 

Q I show you "Defense Exhibit D- 31, for identi.fication" 

a nd ask you what, if anythin~, t hat p icture portrays . 

A Yes , that is t he interior of tho church of La Gleize . 

Q Was that picture taken under your direction? 

A Yes. 

Q About when was that picture taken? 

A It -,ras taken on June 25th, 19h6, I think 1t was taken 

in the afternoon . 

DEFENsi,; (Lieutenant \'faller): If the court please , we 

off er at this time the picture just identified by thi s witness , 

previously marked 11Defense Exhibit D-31, for identification11 , and 

ask that it be accepted into evidence by the court, marked as 11De

Jl 11fense Exhibit D- for attachment to t.Jle record . 

PROSPX:UTI0N: No objection. 

P!USIDENT : There being no objec t ion, it will be accep

ted into evidence by the court, marked as Defense Ex.hibit D- Jl, 

and att..tched to the record. 

Q Can you describe the heir.)lt of the surface of the ceme-

ta.ry, relative to the wall that surrounds it? 

A Yes , ~hat wall is a retaining 11all and the surface of 

the churchyard was aulistantially level Tr.1. th the top of the ~l. 
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Q Is that true for the whole lencth of the wall? 

A I don 1 t understand what you mean - oh, yes , that I s 

right. 

Q Is there at any point, what lTOuld be called an in-

side portion of th.is wall? 

A I don 1 t un~ersta.nd what you mean by "inside portion11 ? 

Q Well , is there a portion of this wall where an indi-

vidual could be requested to stand against the wall -- with his 

back to the wall? 

A No, not in the churchyard. 

Q I show you 11Defense Exhibit D- 32, for identi.fication11 , 

whi ch represents a statementtaken from Father Louis ~an_ _ , 

do you recof;llize that as the signature of the affiant? 

A Yea , I do . 

Q Were you present at the takinc of this statement? 

A Yes , I was . 

Q On anr,roximat~ly what date vraa this statement taken? 

A June 11th, 1946 . 

Q And where was that statement takon? 

A In the residance of the Priest in the town of La Oleize . 

Q \'/ho else was present at that time? 

A Corporal George Converse as interpreter and lliss Betty 

Young, as steno~apher. 

Q Who interrogated tho affiant? 

A You did. 

DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller): Let tho recorc! show that 

the wi tn.ess has i ndicated Second Liw tenant Walle r . We would like 

to offer at this time, if the court pl ease, the exhibit previously 

marked "Defense Exhibit D- 32 , for id,:intificatiorl" and ask that it 

be aocopted by t he court into evidence , m,'.u·ked as 11Defense Er.hibit 
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D- 32" and attached to the record. 

PROSFI!UTION : No objection. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objec t ion, the exhibit 

offered by the def ense wil l be accep ted into evidence by the 

couJ;t, marked as Def ense Exhibit D-)2 and attached to t he re

cord. 

DEFID!SE (Lieutenan t Walle i- ) : We ask the penniss ion 

of the court to read this statement into the record . 

PROSECUTION : No obj ecti on. 

PRESIDENT: It wcy- be read to the court. 

DEli'Er!SE (Lieutenant Walle r ): Ir the court please, I 

will qualify two other statements bef or e the reces s and then we 

can read these into the record later thi s afternoon, if that is 

agreeable? 

LA.W J,IEHBER : Yes , do that . 

Q I show you "Defense Exhibit D- JJ , for identification" 

and ask you - this represents the statement of Alfred~, 

if you were present at the time this statement was t aken? 

A Yes , I was . 

Q Where Yras that statement taken? 

A At La Gleize , Belgium. 

Q Who else was present at the time that statement ,ms taken? 

A Corporal Geor ge Converse , as interpreter, and Miss Betty 

Young, as typist. 

Q And by whom ns that statement taken? 

A This statement was taken by you. 

DZFENS..~ (Lieutenant Waller) : Let tho record show that 

the witness has indicated Second Lieutenant Waller . 

PROSECUTIOU: No objection , 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, let the record 
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so reflect . 

DEFEN' E (Lieutenant Waller): We offer into evidence 

at this time the exhibit just identified by the ·witness , previous

ly marked as 11Defense Elchibit D- 33, for identification", and ask 

that it be accepted into evidence by the court, and marked as "De

fense Exhibit D- for attachment to the record .33 11 

PROSEX;UTION: No objection. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit offer

ed by the defense will be accepted into evidence by the court, mark

ed as Defense ErJiibit D- JJ and will be attached to the record . 

PROS~UTION (Col onel Ellis) : If the court please, we 

would like to reserve our rieht to object to these statements , 

insofar as the competency or relevancy of them is concerned, be 

cause ,.,e haven't had time to read either one of them. 

PRESIDENT : The p :r"osecution has that r ight reserved. 

Q I show you an exhibit marked 11Defenae Exhibit D- 34, 

f or ident,ification11 and ask you if you wero present at the tir:ie 

that that statement ,·m.s taken? 

A Yes, I was . 

Q On what day wa s that taken? 

A It was on Jun~ 15th, 191.&6. 

Q And where was that taken? 

A In the home of &dame _ _ ____, in La Olei ze . 

Q By whom was that stateme nt taken? 

A By Il\YSBl.f . 

Q And who acted as i nterpreter f or you at that time? 

A Corporal Goorce Converse. 

DEFEN.$ (Lieutenant Waller): We offer a t th:! s ~ime, 

t he exhibit j ust' identified by the witness and ask that it be 

- accepted into evid~nce by t he court, rm rked as "Defense Exhibit 
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3h 11D- for a t tFtchrnent to t he record. 

PROS~ UTIOU: No objec t i on, subject to t !'le same reser

vation, if it pleas e the court . 

PRESIDENT: The r e beine no obj ec tion, t he exhibit just 

of fered by t he defense will be accopted i nto evidence by the cour t , 

marked as Defense Exhibit' D-34 and a ttached to t he record , subject 

to the reservat ion that t he prosecution may object at a later time. 

Q I shaw you a statement mar ked "Defense Ex.hibi't D- 35, £or 

identification11 , which represents a statement taken from Armand 

Baldus . Were you present a t the t ime that t his statement lf'RS taken? 

A I was . 

Q By whom was that s ta tement taken? 

A By me . 

Q On what date was tha t statement take11? 

A On June 16th, 19h6 , 

Q And where wns t hat statement taken? 

A In La Gleize , Bel eium. 

Q And who else was present nt the time that this statement 

was taken? 

A Corporal George Converse , as interpreter . 

DEFENSE (Lieutenant Waller): The defense otters at this 

t ifr'o the exhibit j ust identified by the witness and a sks that it be 

acceptod into evidonco by tho court, marked an 1t'[)ofcnse Exhibit D- 3511 

and attached to the record . 

PROSS:UilOlf : No objection, subject to the same reserva

tion, if it please the court . 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit offered 

by ' t he defense -:vill be accepted i nto evidence by the cour t , marked 

a Defense Exhibit D-J5 E\nd attached to the record . The prosecu-



tion having reserved its right to object at a later time. The court 

will recess until 1))0 hours . 

(Whereupon the court, on the direc tion of the Pr esident, 

recessed , to reconvene at 1))0 hours . ) 



AFTERNOON SF.SSIOtl 

(Whereupon Court reconvened at 1)30 hours .) 

PRESIDENT: Court will cane to order. 

PROOECUTION : I f the Court pl ease, let the 

record show- that all the members of the Court, all the 

members of the Prosecution, with the exception of Captain 

Byrne, who has been excused by verbal orders of the Can

manding General , all the members of t.he Defense, with the 

exception of Lieutenant Col onel Dllrinell, Mr . l'lalters, Dr• 

Leer , Dr . Leiling , Dr . Pfister, Dr. Wieland , and Dr. 

Hertkom, who a.re absent on business of the accused, all 

the defendants and the reporter are present . 

DEFENSE COUMSEL : Defense recalls Kiles Vi. 

Rulien . 

MILES W. RUI.IEN , a witness recalled by the Defense, 

having been previously sworn , resumed the s tand and testi

fied further through an interl,treter ag follows : 

(Whereupon t he questions, answers and other proceed

ings were interpreted to the Oerman counsel and t he .accused . ) 

PRCSECUTiotlt The wi tness 1.s reminded he is 

still under oath. 

LT. WAHLER : At t his ti.me the Defense requesU!I 

permission to r ead its exhibits into evidence. 

PRESmEHTr Granted. 

(Whereupon Lt. Wahler proceeded to read Elthibit D-32 

as folJ.ows : 

, tt:r..,. Oleize, Belgium 
11 Juno 1946, . 

On the ,bove date Lt, \1, J. Wahler, in the 
presence of Hise Betty Young, stenographer; Cpl. 
George M. Converse , interpreter; and Mr. Miles W, 
Rulien, invosttgator, interroga ted the following 
named witr,eas, whose etatements have aJ.l been given 
under oath: 
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Q. frbat is your name? 
A. Father Louis Desire Joseph BJ.okian. 

Q. What r e ligious denomination are you? 
A. Catholic . 

Q, How long have you had this pardsh at La Gleize, 
Belgium? 

A. Nine years. 

Q. Do you recall during the month or December 194L the 
occupation of L& Gleize by German soldiers? 

A. Yes . 

Q. During the occupii. tion of L&Gleize by the German armed 
forces did you remain in your parrish in La Gleize? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you take rei'uce while the town of La Oleize was 
under seige? 

A. Yes. 

Q. When did you take refuge? 
A, On Monday, 16 Dec~mber 44, a t l1US, when tl-e Germans 

ent ered La Gl eize . 

Q. Where d i d you take refuge? 
A. In the cellar of the house of Arthur George. 

Q. Who were present in the cellar at this time? 
A. Mr . George' s famil y . Others arrived later, but Ht the 

preBent time I don It recall their names. On Tu.esday 
all the people living around the p.rrish came to r efuge in 
the cellar. Ther e was also a German refugee there . 

Q. \then you went into t he cellar was the r e a lot of artWery 
£ran Amer icllll forces being f ired i nto La Ol eize? 

A. No . 

Q. Waa La Oleize ever under fire f rom American forces? 
A, Ye!i , b~ginning on Tu.esday. 

Q. When t he Germans came into La Oleize on W.onday wore 
there any Americans 1n the vill age at that t ime? 

A. No . 

Q. Wben was the f i rst time t hat you heard of American 
prisoner s of war being brought t o La Oleize? 

A. I don't kncm exactly. I t was probabl y Wednesday, or 
Tl:ul·r sday. 

Q. l'fbere is Ltr. Ooorge 1 s home loca.ted With rela.tion to the 
church? 

A. About JO met.ere uray, on the main road of La Gl eize . 

Q. Haw long did you remain in the cellar before you l eft 
it? 

A, I left it a bout 4130 on Uonday, just as it was beginning 
to gat dark. 
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Q. And where did yru go? 
A. To the Camnunal House which was inhabited by the 

teacher. 

Q. How long did you remain there? 
A. Five minutes. 

Q. Where is the Coomru.nal House located wit,h relation to 
the church? 

A. Across the s treat . 

Q. In order to get to the CoD1DDJ.I1al House you had to walk 
along the road :rast the cement wall surrounding the 
church? 

A. I followed the road along the cemetery, inside the wall, 
between the cemetery and the church. 

Q. As you. walked alone the road to Ur . George's house to the 
entrance to the cemetery, did you. look domi the road? 

A. Yes, but there was a lot oi' rifle fire and we hurried. 

Q. Di d you see anything as you looked down this road? 
A. Nothing special. There were GP.rmans there , as there 

was everywhere . 

Q. Did you. a.t that time see the bodies of any American 
soldiers l ying on the road? 

A. No . 

Q. When did you again re turn to Mr . George's home? 
A. Perhaps 10 minutes at t,he most . 

Q. Where did you go when you arrived at Mr . George 1s heme 
the second time? 

,4 . To the cellar . 

Q. How long did you remain in the cellar the second time? 
A. Until about 10 o 1clock on Tuesday , in the morning . 

Q. Did you l eave the cellar at that t ime? 
A. Yes, I went to the kitchen which . .,.as at the top of the 

stairs• The Germans wer e t her e , and t he people of the 
hou.o e were there, m.Jd.ng coffee. 

Q. And 1Jhat did you do , Father? 
A. I just l ooked and went back into the cellar. 

Q. Wben did you l eave the cellar again, if at all? 
A, SWlday, 24 December 44 . 

Q, And where did you go this time? 
A. . '\'Te looked All about. The Americans were there , I 

went up to the village and then back to my house . The 
American commander lfa(J in the l as t house of the villae:e 
and was still doing a lot of phoning, I asked him 

.ilhere we s hould go . He s aid ta go towards Stownont. 

t ~ l~~~ ~c~t~w=t~ople, in ordn to tell them. 
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Q. And then what did you do? 
A. We were given the order to evacuate, that we were 

to get our things together and that automobiles 
woul d cane to get us at 4 o ' clock . 

Q. ,1hat, li anything else, did you do? 
A. I went 1D my house . We remained there watching the 

troops . I was asked to go around the village to 
assemble the peopl e . 

Q. Did you eve:r leavo La Gleize? 
A.. Yes, on the 24th . 

Q. How long did you remain away? 
A. 0 Until the folio-Hing Saturday, the )0th of D8 cember . 

I returned once duri.ng the period that we were gone . 

Q. When was that? 
A. Wednesday or Thursday. \Ve buried a small boy l'ltlo had 

died while we ,,ere away. 

Q. "h&t did he die from, Fnthor ? 
A. Ttie boy died f rom influenza. 

Q. Between the period of 18 Dec and 24 Dec , up to the 
ti.ne that you l eft the village of La. Oleize, did you 
ever see the bodies of any dead American soldiers 
lying in La Gleize? 

A. No. 

Q. During this period of time , Father, what was your 
church being used for'l 

A. . As a hospital. I suppose the soldiers als o took 
shelter there. 

Q. Were these soldiers that you speak of American or 
German? 

A. German . 

Q. Do you lmow if there were any wounded American 
soldiers lying :l.n this church? 

.l. People have tol d me t here were . 

Q. Were these American soldi ers being treated by t he 
Ge rmans? 

A1 I don 't think s o . 

Q. Did you ever examine the wall surrounding the ctnirch 
far bullet hol es ? 

A A.bout a year later when an investigatioo was made by 
the Americans • 

Q. Did you loo~ at the wall? 
A. Yes . 

Q. l1hen you exa..mined the wall, Father , did yoo notice 
any marks which coµ l d have been made by bull ets !ran 
small ams fire? 
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A. No, it does not seem to me . '!'here are marks , but 
don I t appear to be from small arms, and certainly 
not frooi mass firing . 

Q. By mass firing do you mean machine gun fire, and 
machine pis tol e? 

A, Yes . No proving marks were vis i ble . 

Q. Did you examine the outside wall of your schoolhouse? 
A. Partially, yes. 

Q. Did you see any marks that could have been caused by 
small arms f ire on tha t wall? 

A, No . 

Q. At any time, Father, did you see the bodies of 
American s oldi"rs in the tO'lfl1 ? 

A. No, except t hose I tol d you that had been burned in 
tanks . I had seen only one body 1n a tank . nte 
body was so burned that it could not be extracted 
f r om the tank . I saw helmets of American soldiers 
with holes and brain matter inside . 

Q. t'lhere were these helmets found? 
A. In a small path at tha end of the church property, 

which is a small fiel d about 50 meters from the 
church. 

Q. How many helmets di d you see? 
A. One with brain ma·tter in it, and the other with a 

hol e in it. 

Q. Father, your church is in the center Or the ceme tery, 
i s that right? 

A. Yes . 

Q. While you were in the cellar, from Monday 18 Deceni>er 
44 till Sunday 24 December 4h, did you at any time 
hear the moaning or groaning of human beings? 

A. No. I heard c ries, but t hey were f r om peopl e in 
the village who •ere calling to s ee if we •ere there . 

Q. Then they were not cries in the • e1U1e that we use the 
word . They were one individual calling to another? 

J.. Yes . 

(s i gned) Louis Desire Jos eph Blokian 
Father Louie Desire Joseph Blokian 
La Oleize , Belgium 

Subscribed and norn tO be.fore me this lith day of June 
1946 

(signed) \'I , J, Bahler, JAGD 
0 

2nd Lt,. W. J , \1ahler , JAGD 

2823 



"I, Corporal Converse , 42235314, being first duly 
sworn, state: That I truly translated the oath ad
ministered by 2nd Lt . ii. J. Wahler to Father Louis 
Desi.re Joseph Dlokian, and that thereupon he made 
and subscribed the foregoing sta:tement in his own 
l-.andwriting 1n my presence . 

(signed) Cpl. George Convers e 
Cpl George Converse 

I, Cpl George Converse , 42235'31.h, being first duly 
sworn, sta.te that the foregoing is a true and correct 
translation of the sworn testimony of Father Louis 
Des ire Joseph Dlokian given at LaOleize on the 11th or 
June, 1946, to the best o:r my ability. 

(signed ) Cpl George Converse 
Cpl George Converse 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of June 
1946, by the above ai'fiant, Cpl Geor ge Converse . 

(signed) \1, J . \V'ahler, JAG 
2nd Lt \7. J . l'fahler , JAG" ) 

(Whereupon Ex:hibit D-J3 was translated and read in 
the Oennan language by the interpreter . ) 
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DEFENSE (LT . llJil.ER): Thia h Defen~le hhibit, D-33 1 

"laGlei&e , Be l gium , 
11 June 1948 . 

"I, ALFRW KRElJTZ , being duly 11worn on my oath , depoae a.nd s&ys 

"I am 49 yeara old e.nd live in LaGleize with my wife a.nd 
fami l y . On the 18th of Deeember 1 944 I t ook refuge in a 
celh.r in a houae looa.toc:!. on the top ot a hi 11 on the outskirts 
of LaGleize . I stayed the re until the following Frida.y morning . 
During t hia time, between Monday and Friday, I l eft the cel lar 
aevere.l times to go t o my own house to see tho.t averything wa.e 
all right . ·u.y hcuee is looe.tad about 30 or 40 meters from tho 
celle.r in Ytttich I took r efuge . I then got orders on Fr i day 
morning o.t 7130, from the Je nr:ane to go on a detail to carry 
mattresses f r om ve.rious placea in tha town to the oella.r in 
v.hich I l'laa staying . 'Ibo Garman a t ook this cellar e.a a p lace 
for their wounded . I finiahed thh a.bout 101 30 and vaa 
r e liev6d f r an the detail. 

"The Genna na told me that I had to fiili & new p l aoe to 
atay, ao I went to a houae close to th e church and on my way 
I found my wife a nd two children behind a hedga . I took them 
a.nd we want t o this houee . All thia time we were r unning be
cause there waa a great deo.l of firing going on i n laGloi ~o. 
Tho Germ&na c8Ille to the house in vh ioh I wa.!l staying a.nil to l d 
ua we ho.d to m0'1o because it waa not saf e for ua to rems.in in 
this section of tho town booauee of tho heavy firing. I asked 
them to i; ot me o. new shelter . They then asked me where I 
ll!lnted t o go . I told thl!JD that I would like to go to the 
ohuroh, Wlore they then took me . Ye wont into the ohuroh and 
sat down in one corner on a bench . At thi 3 time ~re were 
about 16 wounded 0eran sol di ers in the church, and On!I 'n'Oundod 
Arl orioan who the Germ.ns were treating. Later in tho day , 
however , many more Germar. soldiers were brought into the ohuroh . 
We 11t11.yed here until Saturday at 4,30, when we were moved 
b~auu of the h."'!avy &helling of the ohuroh . We went to • 
sma.11 ehed belong to Kr . Lembort, about 26 metere f ran tho 
church. We s tayed thore until 3,30 in the morning (Sunday), 
and then fled through the fielda to a small woods in the 
valley below the villa.ge . \Ve left the r e at 7130 in the morn
ing . We tried to orou the fiel d s, but the firing n.a too 
he&.vy and we retur ned to tho waods . Th~n at 10 13Q we heard . 
someone cal 1. I looked and saw two American soldier e . They 
helped us uld took us to tho road, 111.nd told ua to go to tho 
oiTilia.n station where there waa 11.:!.d . 

"During the whole period of time that I have horetofor 
described t did not aee any bodies of dead America.n aoldiera. 

( Si gnod) A. Kreutz 
Alfred Kreut& 

"Subscribed and sworn to me thh 11th da.y of June 19461 

( Signed£ lT. J . Wahler 
2nd t . ,,. J . vra.hler 

"I, Cpl Georg Converee, 42236314 , being firat duly ~rn, 
otate; t hat I truly tra.ndated the 0111.-th adm.inhtered by 
2na Lt , W. J. lfahlsr to Alfred Kreut&, 111.nd '.that thar• upon 
he me.do &.nd subscribed tho foregoing atateqnt in hh o-.i 
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handwriting. 

Ta.-330 ( Signed) Cpl. George Converai,
ah- 2 Cpl George Converse . 

"I, Cpl Gtior ge Conver se, 42236314 , being firet duly awarn, 
state tha t the foregoing 1a a t r uf' and oorreot translation 
or t h e s-..orn testimony or Alrretd Kreutz givon &.t laGleize 
on the 11th da.y or June 1946 , to ttie beat of my &.bility . 

( signed) ~eorge Converse 

"SubBOribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of June 
1946. 

(11igned) w. J. lllh l e r 
2nd Lt . JAGD " 

( (Ybe reupon the atatemen·t •• read in German by the interpreter . ) 

C DEFENSR (LT. WAHLER}: Thie la Defense Exhibit D- 34 : 

"La. Glehe , 15 June 1946. 

" I, Mme • .,,ARIA GREGOIRE, be ini; firs t dul y awa r n, on oath 
!lvor-

"'l'he.t I was and am now a r esident of le.Gleize, I we.a suoh 
a resident during the time or December, 1944, tha.t Wlen 
the Gonna.ns re-entered the ville.ze of l&Gleize on the 
date of' 18 Deosnbor 194 6, I "'1th several othe r pe rsons 
took r e fuge ·rrcm the firing in o. o oll er, suoh refuge 
proved unsaf e and we took refuge in the oeller of the 
ohuroh whioh w1u uaed by the Ge rmana a.a a hospital, tha.t 
-while living in the r ef uge in the ohurch we saw three 
wounded Amerioe.n soldiero treated in th e German hoapita.l 
therein; that one or aaid Amerioan eoldiers, being bad l y 
wounded in both legs, d ied1 that th e body of said Amerioan 
soldier wa a t.Jcen outside or the ohuroh, that llhile 11.t th11 
churoh and morln.'.( around the oh uroh and environs, llhen 
so.r e. I neT&r ,.,.. the b,dy of a ny other American soldier , 
nor ha.vA l arcy knowledge of the non- ooinb&t ahooting ot a.ny 
American ao l dier , nor have I heard ot IAY auoh non-ocrnba.t 
ahooting or aey Amerioa.n 1oldier by the Ger ....na during the 
month ot Deoentber, 1944. 

FURTHER AFIA..)17' SAYETH NO T. 

(Signed) Maria. Gregoire 
La Oleiu 

(Signe d) ll ilea W. Ruli·en 
)Ulu W.Rulien, D-152267; P•6 
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"I, Cpl Ooorge Converse, ASN 4. 2236314, being first duly 
sworn, State: That I t r u l y t r a.nela.ted the oa..th 
a.dminbtered by Mi le s W. Rulion to lla.ria. Gregoir e, and 
that thereupon she made and subecribed the fo r egoing 
statement in he r o,m handwriting in my pr eseme. 

(Signed) Cpl. Geor ge Converse 
42235314 

"I, Cp l George Converse , 42236314, being fir st dul y swor n , 
state th at t h e fo r going i s a true a nd oo r reot t r anslation 
of the swor n testimony of Maria Gregoi r e given at :C..Oleize 
on the 16 day of June 1946 ma.de to the best of my ability. 

(Signed) Cpl. Geo rge Conver ae 
42235314 

"Subaoribed a nd swor n to b efor e mo thh 18 th day of Juna 
1946 by the a bove a.ffiant , Cpl Geor g Conver se . 

( Slgned ) w. J. ¥abler 
2nd Lt. ao• 

( i1hereup on tho s t atement "'8. S r ead in Genna. n by the interpret er.) 

DE.'FE NSE (LT. WAH Lm)1 Thie h Defenae Emibit D-35, 

"laGleiie, 1 5 June 1946. 

"I, M, AR.MAND BA.LTUS, being fir st duly sworn , on my oath 
aver-
That I am a resident of La.Oleize, Belgium, that I •• 
auoh a. reaident durini; the month of De0~mber 1948, that 
on December 18, H'46 , Nlen the germans ent e r ed the v illage 
of La Oleize , u above stated , my fami ly M d I took 
refuge from the dangers of battle in a nearby oeller a.rid 
when this proved t o be too dangerous in not offering much 
proteotion, my fami l y e.nd I fled to the atone ohuroh . 
This ohuroh lJ&s used by the German a .a.a a hoapita.l aod 
wounded American soldiers were oared for there e.nd I ea.w 
tht.t this •s so; I know of no .American soldier of this 
time 1'h,o wa.a shot other than in om.bat . I k~ow of no 
Amerioa.n 1oldier ~o •• shot at the wall of the oe!!'leta.ry 
and ohur ch, a.nd if tht.t ha.d been done , I 1'0Uld ha.ve known 
about it, being ri@tlt there •t the time. 

"FUBTB~ AFIANT SAY'ETH NOT. 

( Si gned_) Anna.nd Baltu, 

11 
SUBSCRIBm AND sworn to before llY-l this 1 5th day of' JUNB ,A, D. 
1946 . 

(Signed) Mile• W'. Rulien 
llil81 W. Rulien, D- 152267 ,P-6. 
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"I. Cpl George Converae, 42236314, being first duly aworn, 
state: That I truly t r anah.ted the oath lldminiatered by 
Mi lea W. Rulien to Armand Ba l tua , and that thereupon he 
made a.nd aubsori bed the fo r egoing statement in his own 
handwriting in my prea1u:., e . 

(Signed) Cpl. George Converse 
4-2236314 

"I , Geo r ge Converse, 422~6314, bdng fi r st duly sworn , 
state that the foregoing ia a. true a nd oorreot translation 
or the sworn testimony or Armand Bal tua giv~ n at l.aGleize 
on the 15th da.y or Jun& 1946, to the best of my ability. 

(Signed) Cpl. Geor ge Converse 
42 235314 

"Sbusoribed a.m sworn to before me this 18th day of June 
by the above !\ffia.nt , Cpl. Geo r ge Converse . 

(Signed) Wilbert J . J. Wahler 
2nd Lt. JAGO" 

( \!hereupon the statement "'8. s r Hd in Genna.n by the interpreter .) 

QUESTIONS BY DEFEUSE (L'? . l'fAHLER) 1 

Q Mr. Rulhn, how large a village ia t..Oleit.e'l 

A About f ifty buildings, I gueu . 

Q Yti.at is the approxima.te popu l ation of the village'l 

A I lnaglne about thr ee hund r ed . 

Q How rrany ohurohea are there in the village of Le.Gleiu'l 

A Just one . 

DEFENSE (LT. 'MHLm)1 'lhat 1a all, your wltneu . 

PROSECUTI ON: No oroaa examination. 

PRESIDENT ; Any queationa by -the Court? Appa r ently none , 

the wltnesa ia exouaed. 

(llieraupon the exou11ed witneo1 withdrew. ) 

DEFENSE, The dei'eru,e oalls as its next witnesa Lt . 'Kilbert 

J . J . 1'11.hler . Col. Sutton, on behalf of the Defense , will oonduot 

the d ireot examination. 

LT . WILBERT J, J • .' WAHLER , called aa a witneu fo r the Defense, 

being first duly aworn , teatif:i:ed through an inte r prete r aa followa1 

(Lt. Nlhlar - Dir eot) 
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DIRECT BXAIII J!&TION 

QUE1T!ONS BY DEFENSE (LT , COL, SUTTON), 

Q State your D!lllle to the Court. 

A Wi lber t J. J, llil.h ler, 

Q l'lla.t is your present a.asignnent? 

A I a.m one of the a.uiet!lnt defense oounaela. 

Q In what oa.se are you connected with ? 

~.\ With the Malmedy trial. 

DEFENSE (LT. COL, SUTTON) 1 It 1a requested that the reporter

< 
mark thia doaument D-36 f or i dent-lfioat ion. 

(fthereupon the dcoument r eferred to wa.a ma.r ked DofenaA Rxhibi t 

D- 36 for identifioa.tion by the reporter.) 

QUEST I ONS BY DEFEIISE (LT, COL, SUTTON), 

Q I will hand you a document a.nd a.ak you if you oan 1dentif;1 

it? 

A I oa.n, 

Q 'i'ti.a.t is it? 

(. A 'I'ha.t is a. statement ta.lean under oath frcrn one of the a.oouaod, 

u Fri tz Gebauer. 

Q llio took that 11ta.tement? 

A I took it - I took that statement, 

Q "ha.t 1a the date on th-, eta.tement? 

A 'l'ha t stat ement •• t&km on the 29th da.y of June 194 6, 

DIFENSE (LT . COL, SUTTO'f) 1 I ottor Defenae Exhlbi t D-36 

for id"ntiftcation in evid"noo . 

PROSECUTI:>N1 Was that being offer ad just for identt.rio1.

tion or •• 1t. , • 

DEFENSE (LT. COL. SUTTON) 1 Offered in edd.enoe, 

PROS~TION1 Pr oeeoutton obj'eota to it 1.1 not being the 

but evidence . If the Court pleu:e, if' that aff1.da:rit ie admiuible 

(illhler - Direot) 

282S 



Ta.-3 3U 
sh-G 

then thtfY oan test.ify through aftidarlt on &ny number of item. They 

c•n CCll'.le •long with & parade ot atfida.Tite from all or these aGoueed . 

PRESIDBNT1 The apeot&tora will keep their aeats and the 

Court will be cloud . 

(lher&Upon the Cour t took a abort recess.) 

(J 

(Lt. l'llhler . Direo~) 
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( l he re upon t he oou-t reconveni,d at 1440 hours . ) 

PRESID.:!NT1 Take aea ta . ~ Co urt 1a open and will 

ootte to order . 

LAW 13: ..BER: TM Court hu considered the a dmiss ion 

o f ExniD1t D-3ti fo r Ident ification and hu a lso considere d a simil

ar r ulin g made by the C'our t w1 th respect ix, a dmission o f s t atel'l8n t s 

made by the a cc used . In the i ns t ant case the ata tenent of fe red f or 

admiesion into evi dence v• s ma de by the accused after t.he 00..,,men oe 

ment o f t he tr i al a.nd , undor the principl e of ihe b9 st ovidenoe r ul e , 

i s noi; consid.$re d a,dmiuible a t t h is t h e . The accused is ~ co ur t , 
·, 

he ha s the privilege o f takin g t he s t and and then does not deprive 

t he prosecution o r i t s p r ivila ge o f cross e xa mina t i on . The ins t an t 

oaae is not similar to the case in y.fl ich a atate..,ent o f an accused 

M 8 admitted . The f orms r oaee being one '"\here the s t a tarrtent g s taken 

at Sch• i bish Hall on benal f o r the Prosecution and then in troduced 

into t he Co urt by the Defen se . The object ion to the a dmiss i on o f 

the stat smen t in ev i dEmoe h s us t ained . 

IEFBNSE COlNS~L (Lt. Col. Sutton ) : hy I ask t he 

Co u~ t •s ind ul gence f or j us t a -n oment? 

(1\here upon Co l . Su t ton , Col . 8 1lis o.nd the 'll itness 

confer . ) 

OOFENSE COlllSEL: Does the l'roae c ut ion wish to orosa 

examine tha witness? 

( V,here upon the wib'lou v..a exo u89d an d res umed nia 

se&'t at tht Counsel Table . ) 

IEF.:!NSE! CU llls;L: The Defense recalls u its next 

wiiness Hans Buchman . Lt . Wa hler on boha.1r o f t he defense will 

c ondwt tht d irt!ct examinfttion . 

PROSECUTION: Ths witne u i a a dv ised he ie s til l un -

der oa tn . 

JW,?'S BUCHtJ.N , r eoall&d u a wi tne u fo r th3 t)Jfense , t e s t i-

f i ed furtMr -thro ugh an inter wetar a s follo 1 
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QlLSTICIH:i BY D,::;F,NS-- corns.,l. (Lt. ah l er ): 

Q Ar e you the same Jlana Buol-man that ha p horetof'ore 

t <tatified before ttlis c o ur t? 

J. Yes . 

Q On the 18th day of Oeoi,mber 1944 , you testi fied t hat 

you we r e in the village of LaOleize , ia thllt oorreot't·' 

A Yea . 

Q About v,hat time o f th!t day or n!Ght did you a r rive 

in LaGl eize. 

A Be tween t"'° and thre• o ' oloo k . 

Q And whe re did you go when you arrived in fue village 

of Le. Gleiuf 

A 1,a s t oppe d in our SP: , near the nal l of tho oeme ta r y . 

Q An d wi th r e lation to tl-o ohuro h , a bout how far f r o m 

the vicin i ty o f the ohuroht 

A About ten me to r s • 

Q Can you s how ua on Defens a Exh i bit D-- 24 t ho approxi-

mate position t hat yo u aaa l.nled wbon you atopp'l d in La Gl e ize ? )rould 

you OO"'te up here? 

(\lihere i.:pon tho witneu , Lt. '.abler and t!r • Elowitz 

wit h the interp r eter a pproac hed tt.t oourt beno n. ) 

A In f r ont of thia ga"bl . ( Indicating) . 

Q Will you take the a t -.nd again , please? Ho w long did 

you ri,main in t hia poa i tion t 

A For one hour . 

Q And what did yo u do dur ing thia period of time? 

A l'oe t o f the tim, v.e v.ere sitting on our S and dur -

ing the tine •when the f i ghter bo mbers attac k took p la ce y,e t:ook 

ahe l ter . 

Q V,hat othar vuhio l e a y,ere pr~aont at thB time , if an yt 
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A l:oat or -the whiolea v.ore SPT/a . 

Q About how rr.any of thent 

About ten . 

Q Durin3 the period o f ti ne that you 1'o9re parked ad-

jaoent to the oemetery v•ll, did you at any t i me aeo an y American 

soldier8't 

A No . 

Q During t h is period of time d i d you a t any t inl 880 

the bodies o f any Amo rioan 11oldi.,r8't 

A No . 

Q Abo ut wtn t time did you leave th ia position? 

A To v,rd8 four o ' o l ook in the af1:0rnoon . 

Q And llhe re did you go a t that till'fl? 

A Y.e drove in the d irGotion o f Chen•ux in our SP\i'. 

Q Ho w f'a r is Chanaux f rom Le G1eize? 

A I don ' t know that . 

Q On the roa d be tw,on Le Gl eho and Chonaux did you at 

any time 888 any Amor ioan ao l di or8't 

A No . 

Q Did you at an y time aeo OOdioa of any Amerioa.n sol -

d iera? 

A No . 

Q Did you go to tho •ti llage o f Chltna ux? 

... No , 

Q How far from tho village did you go? 

A I don ' t Jmow, but I did not drive all the way alone . 

~ A bout how far fro m Leoteize did you travelt 

A I don 't know that dther . llllybe four Yilometera. 

.. Q Did you at any othor time r eturn to Lagleiz:o't 

In the mor:iing of thi., 19th . Earl y in the morning of 

th• 19th , 

Q .An.d Vle r e did you go at that tiire? 

A lie le f t LaGlehe at noon , tn t he direction o f Stolnlont . 
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~ Ho w long did you nn.in in La G1e ba at this tirr81 

A About four hours . 

Q During that period of tim, did you ever see an y All'Brioan 

11old1e r e? 

A No . 

Q In what portion of the vi llage d i d you stop at t hlrt 

t i ne or dur ing that per iod o f tinet 

A In the cent er of the villa ge whe r e the b i g main road 1a • 

Q And during that pe r iod of tine did you ever sea any 

American so l d i ers'? 

A No . 

Q \\h at t ime d i d you leave LaGl e ize that day'1 

A 1ft the i fternoon bet.tan three and fotr o ' cl ock . 

Q "here d id you g o then'? 

A On the r oad in t he d ireotion o f S to umond . 

Q Did you over r e turn to La Gl ein at any other time? 

A Yes, on the 21,t. 

Q About wt.t t ime of thi, da y or night did you return to 

LaGlebo ·t 

A At a bout three o ' oiock in t he afternoon .( ) 

Q In vhat s ection o f +ha village did yo u go at that tine? 

A )',9 came fr001 th!! direction o f ttio outle of Sto,xnont and 

arrivad at the aohoolhouae in La Giebe . 

Q l\hen l'tlat did you do l 

A We then went through the village tm til 1'1111 reached 

. the orosa roads of Spa and we too k wat9r 1n one houa:e there and 

spent the night there. 

Q Vea the villa ge under at taoJ.: at th.t t i.rm from the 

kner i oan f oroeat 

A No . 

Q How long did you remain in LaGleiut 

J. Until the brea out at tr,o q 1olock in the night of 

(Buorman .. redirect) 



tho 24th . 

PRES IDEN T1 Tell t he ,,itneu ix> talk a little rrcre 

loudly, please. 

Q During the period of time that you were in LaGlebe, 

at thia time -.a the villa,;e at any time under f ire from Mlerioan 

forooa't 

A Artillery fire . 

Q On what dates did that oo•m·nenoe? 

lNT3RPRE'IER1 Did you sny oommnoe? 

Q Yea . 

A It l'!l ust ht.vebeen during the night or the 21st b::i the 

22nd. 

Q And how long did that artillery fire continue? 

A It 1',•e continued up to the 1:reak ot--when vn left La -

Glebe . 

Q During tho pe r iod of time tnat you have just dee -

oribed , did you at any t imo aeo American soldiers in iha villa ,;e 

of La Gl eize? 

A No . 

Did you see tho bodies of any American so l diersC! 
l ying around in l..e,GI. eize? 

A No . 

Q Y.hat type o f work did you do at the time? 

A I wa.s the l e ader of the radio troop. 

Q Radio or tehphone1' 

A Telephano troop . 

IEFENSE comsEL (L t . tilhler) 1 No f ur th.er direot. 

Your wiineu . 

PROS ECUTIO,l : No arou examina tfon . 

PRES ID1'NT : Any quutionf by the Court? Apparently 

none 1 the witneu .i• e:xouaed . 

(Ylhereup on the lfi ineu wu1 e.xo uaed ani withdrew 

f'rom the courtroom.) 

(Buollnan • redirect) 2ll3 S 



IhF~SE OOUISEL1 The De~nae reoall1 111 i ta next wit

ne11 Fritz illeoke. Lt. ahler , on behalf o f the defenae, will 

oon duot the direct examina tion . 

ffl.ITZ WILl..,ECh'E , recalled aa a witne11 fo r the Deranse., ha.v

in e; been previous l y sw:,rn , te s tified: further thr ough an interprete r 

a s f ol low11 

PR0S3CUTION : The wiffl.eu is reminded he ia still 

under oa t h . 

A Yes . 

QIBSTIC!lS BY IEFENSE COWSEL (Lt. Wahl t er) 1 

Q Are yo u t he aame Pr i tz \\ille ok:e that has her etofor e 

'blstiri ed before th i s oo ur1' 

A Yes . 

Q We re you ever in the village of La Gieir.et 

A Yes. 

Q r,hen we.• the f irs t t h e you v.ere t he ret 

A Late in t he afternoon o r th, 211t. 

Q How l ong did you re mdn in LaGl e ir.et 

A Up t o the 24th -.t two o ' o l oo k when w, retired . 

Q And Yrhere were you loc a ted in t ho v i llage of LaGleir.o at thh 

tu,eT 

A l',e ha d our fi r st a id s t ati on 1n t he Prie1t 1 a houae . 

Q Y,here did you kee p the Y;Otm.de d'f 

A Part of them•• in t he church an d part o f them wu 

aco omnoda t e d in the cellera o LaGle ize . 

Q '.e r e the r e an y Amarican. 1't0tmde d a t the time in La Gl e he'f 

A I cannot tell wi th certainty. 

Q How often d id you go to the Church in La Gl&ize'l 

A I con tin oous l y went f r om the Prio~t'a house to t he 

onu.rch and baok tmtil ~.Q r etired -. 

Q At any tine t hat you ha d been in the vicinity o f tile 

ohurcn. d id l<OU at any t ime SH a.ny A:nerioan s o l dier~? 

(¥,illioJ.:e - r edir~ct) ,::oJ.G 
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J. I oaw only t:1-, t c J.r-"lrican nadio1 Mo w,re with u, . 

Q uha t r.era they doing! 

A They he lped us. One•• they voh.nteored tor helpin • u, . 

Q Did -they treat the ..ounded during the period of tilrfl 

that you 'NJre in LaG1e hef 

A I can.not uy that with certainty since I had to take 

oaro of the, wounded in the ohuroh and t ho se tv.o med i o1 v.ere in the 

first aid station in the prie1t 1 a houao . 

Q Ta l k a littlo louder , s o the aoouaed can haar you , 

and tM oourt , if you will, ple aaof 

A Yes . 

Q \lhen 1'.•s the last til'"Et you au1 these n..,dic af 

A It '1':a& in th'3 afternoon of' the 23rd . 

Q 11hy d idn ' t yo u aee the m af'ter that? 

ffl 'ISRPR3Ti;R: ~ did you see thenf 

Q i',hy didn't yo u . 

A I cm ' t ta ll you theit exactly . I don ' t r c,membe r tha t 

exactly . 

Q Di d you at any time see t he bodies o r any dead Meri-

can sold i ers in or near tM ohurohya,rd or the oemi, t e r y in LaGlehaf 

A No , not a singl e one . 

Q Did you evo r 888 any in fr ont or the ohuroh -.ll't 

A No . 

IE F.::!llSS COlNSEL (Lt . f a hl e rj : Tha t i s all, if the 

Court pl ea se . 

FROS E:COTic»I : Ho .orou examination . 

PR ,S llENT: An y quiution a by the Cour t ? 

IE FENSC: 001.RSEL (Lt . Va h ler ) : Do yo u vant to a djourn 

now, air , or do you wan t to go a hea d with anothe r wi-tne a11f 

>iXA MINATJON 'Sf T!!a COURT 

LAW i EMBSR: Do you know if a v.o undea Ame riom d i e d 

in the ohuro hf 
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A I dont lno ... tta.t, but there ,,,., a co~ade of mine 

in rey 1-rraoh and he covered hinelf with the um blanht u the 

A:nerican and he knows that exactl y . 

Q 1,blt ie that oomrade' e na rM? 

A Fritz - ----

IEFENS~ C0WS3L (Lt . Wahlar)1 Aay I uk him a quss 

t ion , please? le tha t k"urt Eber le? 

A No , he has blaok hair , Can ' t say hh name . 

LA l.EUB'!::R: Did you eve r go to the schoolhouse? 

Did you go around th~ eohoolhouee , aoros1 the road from t he ohuroht 

A No . I never .,,..,nt around to the aohoolhouse . 

FR.::STI:k.-...lT: Any other quoa tione b,, the C0urtY Ap

parently none . The witne ss i a excused , 

( Vihereupon the wi tneas .,,.. exouaed and withdrew 

from the cour troom. ) 

(1,_ul ioke-re d ireot ) 



(Whereupon th• Court reconTened a t 1530 hour,.) 

PRISIDD'T1 Tak• seah. The Court will come to order. 

PROSl:CUTIOlf: If the Court plea ae, let the record 1how that 

all 11e11bera of the Court, all members of th• Pro1ecut1on, with the 

exception of Captain lJyrne, who baa been exouHd on verbal orders 

of the Commanding General, all members of the Defente , wt th t,he 

exception of Lt Col D,rlnell, Kr. Walter,, Dr. Wielar.o_d and Dr. 

Bertkorn, who are ab1ent on bullneu of the Defenae, all the 

defend.anti and the Reporter are p r e1ent , 

IlilFENSE COUNBm. ; The Def1n1e call I a1 itl next wi tneas 

hits KoeHner, Lt , Wahler on behalf of the Dehnte will conduct 

the dired.t examination. 

J'RITZ KOESSBXR , called a, a wttneu for the Defenae , wa, duly 

IW'orn and tHtified thro1.J€h an Interpreter a, followe: 

(Whereupon the queati ona , answers and other proceeding• 

wer e interpreted to the Ger man countel and to the accuud. ) 

DIRECT EUNIIL!!rI ON 

Q.UJISTI ONS BT DEn!ISE (Lt. Wahler), 

Q, What ie your name, pleue t 

J. J'rits Xoesaner. 

Q, Diiring the period Deceab1r 16, 1944 and JanUB.!'7 16 , 1945, 

were you a member, did 7ou participate in the J:ifel OtfeneiTel 

A Tee . 

Q, What organhaiion nre 7ou a ••b•r of durhc that period 

of timef 

.A. 9th Company, 3rd Bn . , 2D4. Pante r Or en.ad.hr Regiaent. 

Q, J.t that time wa1 the 2nd Regl m1nt-etrlk1 that. At t hat 

tiae wae 7our company attached to the ht Panzer Regillent f 

.A. • • Yee. 

Q. During •the period of thh offenlive were 7tlu at an,- tir&e 

in t h• ..t·lla«;e of ?.a Glliuf 

(~eamer - Direct) 
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A Tes. 

Q. On vhat date vere 7ou i n the Village of La Olehef 

A The first time on the 18th. 

Q. How long were you in La Glehe at that timef 

A We onl7 paned through. 

Q. Where did 7ou go to at that time f 

A Cheneux. 

Q. About what time of day" were 7ou in Lo. Oleize on 18 da7 of 

December 1944? 

A 1400 hour s . 

Q. Bow long did you remain in La Oleh:e at that lime? 

A We paeeed throUl;h . 

Q. Do ;you recall the church i n La Oleiuf 

A Tee. 

Q. Did you at that U me pan b7 the church i n La Oleizef 

A Tea. 

Q. J.bo11t what time ot day did 7oq. pan b7 the church? 

A 1400 houxt. 

Q. At that tiae, did you at ~ time see any .American tol diers f 

A Wo. 

Q. Did you enr aee &IQ' bodiH of Aaerican 1old1er1 171DC in 

or around the Ticinit;y ot the church in La Olehef 

A We. 

~ · Did you reach the Vill~ of Oheneuxf 

A TH. 

~ About what tiae of day- did 70u reach Obeneu:f 

A I don't know the exact time, but it wat dark already. 

Q, In the courH of tr&HliDC between Oheneux and W. Glehe 

did ·J'ou He M1' All.er!~ soldienf 

A l'o. 

2b4Q(loe11ner - Direct) 



Q Did 7ou at IJZl'7 ti•• see &n:y bodiH of American sol dier, 

lying either in t he t1eld1 or along t he high~ a, 70u t ranl ed 

between La Gl ehe and Oheneuz.T 

A. B'o . 

Q When did you return to La Gleil:eT 

A. I t was on the ni gh t of 18 to 19. 

Q How l ong did 7ou remain in La Gleh:e at this timeT 

A. 30 minutet . 

Q Where did you go at that timeT 

.l In the di rection of Stoumont . 

Q Did you eTer return to La Gleh:e after the night of 18 

to 19T 

A I o . 

Q Draving your attenti on to on or about the 22nd ~ of 

December 1944 , vb.ere were you a t that t imeT 

.. lletween Stoumont and La 'Oleiu. 

~ What, if anythin,g, happened at that timeT 

.. We were only l7ing in podtion on the right side of the 

road. 

~ Were you under fi re at that tillleT 

.. Yea. 

~ What, if anythinc, happened to youT 

.. I waa wounded • 

~ About what tia• of • ••re 7ou wounded! 

.. 2000 houra. 

~ Yb.re were you taken after you were wounded! 

.. 'l'o the church in La Glein -

~ On what liq was thatT 

.. That WH ·on the aorntnc of the 23rd • 

~ What tlae .in the aorntniT 

.. ho o'clock• 

~ When 70u were brou«ht to the church in La Gleiu were 



A Tea. 

Q .tpprorlmately bow maJl1' would 7ou aq were in the church 

at that time t 

.. .&.bout a hundred. 

'! Ver e there &%11' American aold1era s.t that ti.lie in the 

church! 

.I. Tea . 

'! Do ;you know how IIUUcy' there were in the church? 

.. I only aaw one. 

'! Waa tbh soldier wounded or notf 

.. Tea, he l::aa wounded. 

'! Where vaa he in the church relath• to the position 7ou 

ware inl 

.. Re waa l7ing next to ••. 

'! Row long did thh wounded .Ame r ican ao ldter lie next to 

7ouf 

.. Untl;L 4 p.m. 

0 '! Was thla womded J.merioan aoldter bei nc treated b7 Oerman 

med.101 or not f 

.A Tea, be waa treated. 

Q Do 7ou know what waa wrong v1 th thh .American aol dierf 

J. Be bad a let; i n jury. 

~ When waa the l a1t ti.me you aaw tlrla .Aaerican aoldhrf 

J. When thll church waa ahot up. 

Q, .And then what happened, if' you know? 

.i. I didn 1 t He bi.a ~ mon afhr that . 

Q, What happened to ;rou? 

..i. I got out of the church. I waa atill abh to run. 

Q Where did you got 

J. Into a houH. 

Q 'Where waa th&\ bouH located with relation to the oburcht 

(KoHener - Direct) 



J. In a vuterl7 direction. 

Q, Did 7ou at aD.7 time while 7ou were ho1pita.lh:ed in the 

church at La Gleize wttneu the •hooting of ~ .American aoldierst 

A llo. 

q Did you He 8Jl.7 other American aold1era in the Villi&&e of 

La Glehe durin« the period that ;you were in the village? 

A No. 

LT WAHLER: That h all. 

PROSECUTIOlh ?lo crou exnmination. 

PRES IDDT: J.xq quution1 by the Court. .Apparently none, 

t he Yitneea is excuaed. 

(Whereupon the w1tne11 WH excused and vi tbdrew from the 

court room.) 

Dm'D'~ COOliSEL; The Defenae calla aa ih next rltneH 

J'ranz Wagner . Lt Wahler on behalf of t he defense Yill conduct the 

direc t examination. 

F.RaZ W£GHXR, called a , a witnen t or the DefenH, waa duly 

aworn and tutified through an Interpreter &1 fo llowa, 

(Whereupon the quaati one, anawera and other proceeding• 

were interpllted to the German counael and to the accused.) 

DlllOT lllWIIIIJ.!rlOU 

Q,tmSTIOlfS :BY Tia DUDSZ (Lt Wahler) 1 

J. Wa«ner, 7ranz. 

Q, Did 7ou participate 1D the .lihl Ouipaign during the pariod 

December 16, 1944 and Jan:uar7 16, 1945' 

A Tea. 

Q, What wa, 7our organ.hation at that tiae? 

A ReaQ' Panzer In. 501., 

" 1Jaa the Bea"Y7 P11n11r In. 601 a part of the lit SS Regia~nt -

4ur1nc: the par1o4 of thh 0ff1n.11T1 I 

A t d.on't quite understand.. 

(: --.ur - Direct) 



Q. Ya• 7our company and battalion attached to the Peiper 

Regiment durln« t he period of the of!en•h•l 

A ?lot the comp8Jl1'. 

Q. Waa the battalion? 

A Tea. 

Q. During the Eifel Offensive were you ever in La Gleh:e? 

A Yea. 

Q. When did ;you firat arrive in the ViUq:e of La Gleh:et 

A On the night from 18 to 19. 

Q Row lont: did 7ou remain 1n La Ol•in? 

J. Until the night of the 23rd. 

Q When did 7ou firat arrive in La Oleit:e-when 7ou fir at 

arrived there what portion of the village did 7ou first go to ? 

A I can't 1q, around the church. 

Q Will you come up here pleaH l · 

(Whereupon the witneaa left the witneu atand and walked 

up to the Oourt I a bench.) 

Q Looking at thh aketch, can 7011 aay the approximate place 

that you took up po aitiont Thia 1a Defenae ' exhibit 24. 

A 1'hh h the road f r om Stanlot! 

Q, Correct. 

A We dro..-e along here and around the church here (pointing) . 

Q, Jipprorlmatel.y what Ticlnit7 did 7ou take upt C,m 7ou tell 

,.., 
A !be f1r at one waa here (lndloating on llk•toh). 

Q, When waa that? 

A !hat vae on Dec•ber 19 1n th9 morning. 

Q How lon« did 7ou r ...l J:l there? 

A l1ntil night, until tinning. 

(' '(9,&.ner - I>inct) 
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Q. J.nd then. where did 7ou Co? 

A Than together Yi th a aeotion leader I went alon& thh 

Tillage road ( i ndi cating) and into a ,econd road oTer here. 

Q. Row lone di d 7ou ramain i n that podtiont 

J. Until morning or the nerl d.q. 

Q. And then where did 7ou goT 

J. We returned then agai n t o our quarters. 

Q, What Job did 7ou perform in the Village of La Olehe? 

A Bo . 

Q. Do you unde rat and the question? 

J. Wheth~r t wne in poliUon in La Olehe? 

Q. No . what waa your Job whil e you vere i n the Village of 

La Glehel 

A Guarding p rhoners . 

Q. When were you fir1t appointed to guarding p r h onera? 

A On the 20th,. 

Q. How ~ prhonera were you detailed to guard? 

A :rtft7 to a hundred . 

Q. Where were theH prisoner\ kept under guard? 

A In the cellar. 

Q. Where wae this cellar located? 

A It waa in a restaurant. 

" With relation to the church. in vb.at portion of the 

Tillage wae thh reetaurantT 

A Coainc from St~elot on the right. 

" About hov far from the church! 

A 100 meten. 

Q Rov loo« vere you on duty tq eu,a.r4 :prilonera! 

.A I kept on belnc raUe.nd. 

Q lov lone 414 your tour of duty last! 

.A ho to three bour1. 
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6-T-8 Q. Row long were 7ou off dut7T 

A That depended. 

Q. ?Well . approximatel7l 

A Two to three houra. 

Q, During thil period of tiae were any of 7our priaoneu 

that you were guarding detailed to carry out dutlee for Gerl\lW1 

unite in the town of La Glehe't 

A Tea. 

Q, lk?w aany ti11ee to ;your knowled&e were detaih sent out! 

J. Two or three tlmee . 

Q. Row many men were detailed? 

A PriaonersT 

Q, Tea. 

1 J'our or five men . 

Q, Whe n thh detail had completed 1ti work did they return 

to the callar or notl 

A Yea. 

Q, During the period that 7ou guarded prhonere were any of 

your prisoner• miHiri,:, found to be miaein,;l 

A I beg 7our pardon. 

vr WJJILJ:R: Will 70u read the quHtlon to hiw, Mr. Barton. 

(tfhereupon the Reporter read the latt question.) 

A M!~dn«l 

Q, WheD. you atarted out with 7our prhoner• how ...,. did 7ou 

baT~1trU:e that la•t question. 

J. There were about 30 of the11. 

Q, Did 70u receiTe &JQ" aore prhonen to guard? 

A TH. 

Q, How u.ny morel 

J. It got up to '50 to 100 . 

Q, When. did you leaT'e La GleheT 

.A. On the 23rd ·to 24th. 



Q. .And the l aat time that you aav the .American prhonera 

hov many did 7ou han at that timef 

J. 7ift;y to a hundred. 

Q. Were the7 the aame prhonere that you bad been guardi ?J& 

all the ti.met 

J. Yee . 

Q. Do you know 'lfhether or not aey American aol dier s vere ehot 

in the town of La Glehet 

J. No . 

Q. Did 7ou ever aee aey bod.in of .American aol diere in La 

Gle i u? 

J. B'o . 

L1' WAHLER: '!'hat h all , if the Oourt pleaae. 

PROSJ:CUTI Olh Io croaa exami nation. 

PRESIDDT1 .t.ny quaation, by the Court? .Apparently none , 

the vitneu ia excused. 

(Whereupon the Yitneas wa1 excused and vithdrev from the 

court room.) 

DD'EBO COUNSEL1 The Defense calls•• ita next Yitneaa 

Herbert Oatocke . Lt Wahler on behal f of the Detenae Yill conduct 

the exaaination. 

lmRBXR'r OSTOCKI, called •• a witneu for the Detenee, vaa dul.y

avorn, and teatifhd throu«h an Interpreter •• follovai 

(Whereupon the queationa, ananra and other proceed.inc• 

were interpreted to the Ger man counHl and to the accused.) 

DillOT :IX.IIIIIATIOI 

«uJISTIOIS BT Dll'IDIH (Lt Wohl.er) 1 

Q. What 11 your nu1e, pleaH t 

J. Herbert Ostock~ . 

•'l Did 7ou participate in the :Sihl ot tandn ~u.ring th• period 

Dec•b•r 16, i944, to Juuary 16, 194M 
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.l Tea.
5-T-10 

Q, What company were you a 11.ember of at that tlme? 

J.. 1 belonged. to the Headquarten Company of the 2nd 

Regi ment . 

Q, On or about 21 dq ·or December 1944 were ;you in the Village 

of La Gleizef 

A Yes. 

I Row long did ;you remain in the Village of La GleheT 

A Until the end. 

Q. Where di d 7our company eatablhb 1 h bead.quarters in La 

OleheT 

A Next to the churC:ll. 

Q. Where were you during thh period of t he while you were 

in La Oleir:eT 

A I wae etanding vi th ay- radio t ank next t o the church. 

Q, Durin« the period that you were in La Oleir:e did you ever 

see aD7 American aoldiera T 

A Yea. 

Q. Where did you H e thflm and when di d you He them? 

A On the 22nd. about l'oon the7 burled our dead i n the eameter7 

Q. How a&lfT did you eee at thh t111.a? 

.l Three to four aan. 

Q. Did you at 8111' t111.e aea theH .iael'ican 1old1n1 11.htreatedl 

A l'o. 

Q, How lone wen 70u in a polltlon to He thue .Aaericantf 

.l J'or about half aza hour. 

Q, Do you know what happened to tb..T 

.A Jlo. 

Q. Did you eTer see &IQ' other American 1oldier11 in the Villa«• 

of X.. Olli&ilT 
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A Wo. 

Q. Did you eTer He any bodiet of American aoldiera in La 

Olelze duri n« the peri od that you vere in the village? 

A lfo. 

LT WABLElh That ii all. 

PROSECUTIONJ No oroea e.xami no.tion . 

PRESIDENT, Any questions by the Court? 

ll:XAMl liA!!l ON BY THE COURT 

'<IJ]:STIONS BY LAW MDW:R: 

Q. Of what Headquarters Oomp&n.7 vere you a member? 

A 2nd PB11zer Grenadier Regiment . Might 1 add that durinc 

the action I waa i n the 2nd Bn . 

Q. Vaa that Headquarters Comp,ucy of t he 2nd En. or the Head-

quarters Company of the Regiment ? 

A Of the regiment. 

PlmSIDKIT1 Any other queatione? .Apparently none, the witneu 

is excused, 

(Whereupon the wi tneu wa·• excueed and withdrew from the 

court rooa.) 

DU'DSJ: CCJUNSKL1 The Defeue recall• aa lh next witneu 

:Ernst Oratmueller. Lt Wahler on behalf of the DefenH vill conduct 

the enaination. 

ERIST ORAJMUm.LD., a w1 tneu for the Def~nH, having been prevt. ou.. 

l;y sworn, toolc the stand and tutif'ied further through an Interpreter 

ae followe1 

(Whereupon the quHtion•, answera and other proceedings 

were interpreted \o the O.ni.an ooui1ael and to th• accuHd.) 

UlllllO'f JDWIIIU!!Oli 

Q.t!ISTIOIIS BI DDEIISS (Lt Wahler) a 

ROUC'O'UOSa Tb• witneu h reminded th&t be 1a sUll 

under oath. 

http:ORAJMUm.LD


THE YITnss, Yet. 

C!IJZBTIOIIS BY DEl'EllS~ (Lt Wahler )i 

Q, Are you the 1e.1ne !:rn•t Grat11Uell!r who has hel!etofore 

teatlfied before tbh Oourtr 

A Yea. 

Q. On or about 22nd dq of December 1944 were you in the 

Village of La OleheT 

A lea. 

Q, Whareaboutl vere you at tbh time in the Tilla«el 

A I waa i n the cP of Unterecbarfuehrer Pfalur, who Wat Jll1' 
( 

:platoon leader. 

Q. Whereabouta in the 'rlllage va1 the CP maintainecU 

A I t we.a l n the road next to the crou roads in the 

direction of Stoumont and Spa. 

(Grafaueller - Redirect) 



Q On that day were the German forces under 

attack from the American forces? 

A. Yes . 

Q A.bout what time of tho day did the attack 

commence? 

A The a.ttack canmenced with artill ery barrage 

frcm one P .Y. until four. 

Q Did y0t1 at that time receive any or der s f r cm 

your canmandinc officer? 

A Well, that depends on what orders they are . 

Q 'Well, di d you receive any orders from your 

canma.nding offi cer s at that time? 

A Well, when the alann was aounded that -tanks 

were approaching , my pla.toon l eader eave me the order to 

go in my tank and make the road secure. 

Q And what did you do then? 

A I went out in my tank and r emained in the tank 

until the a.ttack wa.s over. 

Q Where was your tank a t this time? 

A It was standing on the right side of the house 

on the roa.d . 

Q Do you knOW' t he accused Schnmbach? 

A Yes. 

Q 'Ihe accused Rodenburg? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you kno,r where. they were during tm re riod of 

thl::i attack? 

A I didn 1t s~e them but" the~ certainly were in the 

C. P. · of Pi'alzer. 

Q Do you kn011 th'e accuaed WeiH? 

Yes. 2851 



Q Do you know where he was? 

A Yes , he was standing next to a Mark I V Taruc 

while I was in my tank , this tank being located diagonally 

acros a f r om mine . 

Q During the p:, r iod of this attack you have just 

described, do you know whether or not any American soldiers 

i nfiltrated within t he village? 

A No , I didn ' t see any. 

Q Did you ever hear of any infiltrating within 

the village? 

A No, but I do kn°" that they were at 8ome parts 

of the tmm. 

Q Did you at any time see Guenther Vfeiss . fire 

upon any American soldiers? 

A No , I didn 1 t se l'I t hat . 

Q OJ.ring the period of ti.me that you were posted 

in the poai t ion that you have j ust her e tofore described, 

did you see any American i:r is oners of war ? 

A No . 

Q Did you ever lfitness the ehooting of American 

soldiers during t he period a!' time that you were posted as 

you have previously des cribed here? 

A No. 

LT. WAHLER : 'I'bat i s all , if the Cour t please . 

RECROSS ELUIINA TIC>/ 

QURSTICl!S BY PROSECUTION (IIR , ELC!,l'I'.rl)1 

Q On the 22nd o"f December , did you see Guenther 

Wei ss every minute of the afternoon? 

(Grafmueller- Rer:ros~) 
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T.< #JJJ..SR-7 /5-3 A I saw Guenther ,,eiss during the attack while 

I was on my tank . 

Q Can you es timat e the l ength of t ime you sa,v 

Guenthe r Wei ss? 

A While I was sit ting 1n t he tank I was always 

looking across from the top . 

Q Will you repeat the answer, pl ease? 

A I did not always look out of' t he tank. I looked 

through t he i::e riacope and I could not see everything that way. 

MR. ELONITZt 'lbat i s all . 

REDIRECT EXAIIINATION 

QU&S TIONS BY DEJ,'ENSE COONSE!. (LT, ,VAHLER ): 

Q •1hen the a t tack was over , did you at any t ime 

see t.he bodies of ;my American sol diera in the vicinity where 

you were posted? 

A No, I wouldn 1t r emember. 
/ 

Q Can you describe the combat condition as it 

exiSted durine the period of this attack? 

A Yes. 

Q ' Will you do so? 

A At one o'clock the Americans started the attack 

with artillery preparation . JJ'ter about two hours , the 

Infantry, together with tanks , proceeded to attack La Gleize . 

Q What el se happened thereafter? 

J.. There was a security chain around La Gleiza and 

we were assigned t o thio cha.in f or security pur poses and 

the out3ide lines resisted ·the attack arxl repulseid it. 

·Q From what aides was La Gleize being attacked 'at 

(Gra.tmu.eller- Redirisct) 
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this time? 

A La. G1eize was attacked fran every side, mainly 

fran the rieht, where th, tai ks came ! ran. 

Q Do you kn0',7 approximately how far the main 

line of enemy attack was? 

A Ha.v f ar away ,from La Gleize? 

Q Yes. 

A No, I don 1 t know that , I didn 1t see it. 

LT. '\'{AHLER: That is all, if the Court please . 

PRCSECUTION : Just a moment, pl ease . 

KR . ELOWI'I'Z: No further questions . 

PRESIDEllT: Questions by the Cour t? Apparently 

not, the witness is excused . 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from 

the courtroom. ) 

DEFENSE CCliNSEL: 03fenae calls as its next 

witness Rol f Mobius. Dr· Leer , on behalf of the Defense, 

will conduct the direct examination . 

ROLF M.OBIUS, a witneas call ed by t he Defense, after 

being first duly sworn,. testified through an interpreter 

as follows: 

(Whe reupon the questiono , answers and other proceedings 

were interpreted to the German counsel and t he accused.) 

DIRECT EW!INATI OII 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE CaJHSEL (DR. LEER), 

Q Gi ve your i'ull name to tho Court . 

A Rolf M0bius . 

Q our former rank? 

A SS Captain . 

(Jdobius- Direct) 
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Q Your fonner unit? 

A Heavy tank battalion 501. 

Q Do you remember the time or the Ardennea 

Offensive? 

A Yes• 

Q Did you get to La Oleize :l.n the course of 

this offensive at one time? 

A Yes . 
us 

Q Can you tell "rrhcm you got t o La. Gleize? 

A I got to La Gl eize on December 19th . 

Q can you give us the tine or day? 

A I t was in the late hours of the afternoon . 

Q Do you lmow whether any particular person was 

put in c harge of tte welfare of the i:r is oner& of war in 

La Gleize? 

A Yes. 

Q Can you tell us who it was and what the condi-

tions were? 

A Colonel Peiper instructed Lieutenant Von 

Weaterhagen t o appoint one man to be responsible for the 

welfare and supply or the prisoners . 

Q Do you knOTI' when that was? 

A December 20th. 

Q Do you lmow when the first prisoners came to 

La Gleize? 

A 'Ibe first prisoners came to La Oleize on the 

20th or December. 

Q Could it not be possibl e that prisoners were 

taken frCID Stoumoni: to La Gleize as early as the 19th? 

(llobius-Direct) 
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,'k /1333-SR- 7 /5- 6 CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: If the Court please, 

we object to the question as cl.early l eading . 

LAW MEMBER. 1 Rephrase your question . It 

is a l eading ques tion . 

QUES TIONS BY DEFENSE COONSEL ( DR. LEER), 

Q Were any prisoners taken to La Gleize f r om 

Stoumont befor e the 20th? 

A Yes . 

DR. LEER : Is t hi s answer acceptabl e or am 

I to rephrase the question again? 

PROSECUTION: I f the Coo.rt please , German 

counsel continually l ead and suggest the answe r s . I f 

we are goi ng to stick to the rul es , l et ua have somebody 

do it or l e t us have them do it . The Prosecution does 

not desire to be unreasonabl e but they continuall y suggest 

important answers to these wi tnesses . 

DR. LEER: To that I can only say that t his is 

the first time that I was told this by the Prosecution, and 

that it was an error of mi.no that I put a leading question . 

I furthermore have mysel f m&de objections when a l eading 

question was put by the Prosecution. I t seems that this 

kind of thing happens . I t was not ncy"" intention . I apolo

gize and I might perhaps rephrase the question . 

PRFSIDENT: Very well, proceed. 

QUESTIOIS BY DEFENSE COUJISEL ( DR . LEER~ , 

Q On what occasion was this one man put in charge 

of t~ Jr isonere? 

A At the time the differ ent tasks were assigned 

tO the various officers in general. 

Q Did any r eports come in f rom that man concerning 

t he axecutio~ or that order? 

(l!nbius-DireGt) 



A This officer candidate Liiller , who was in 

charge of this order reported tha.t it had been executed 

and had made continuous reports as to h°" the prisoners 

were doine and continuall y approached Colonel Peiper w1th 

questions concerning those prisoners . 

Q Were any orders issued in these talks concern-

ing the supply of food? 

A Tile food probl em was the most serious one and 

was sol ved by us making use of our own rations as well as 

those of the civilian population in order to feed both us 

and the prisoners . 

Q Do you kn.or, how many prisoners there were 1n 

La Gleize? 

A There wero 100 or 120 • 

Q Do you know whether anybody was s hot in 

La Gleize, any othor prisoner s or ,my of your own men? 

A I know of one case wher e one man prepared to 

desert and was s hot after trial by swrmary court . 

Q Do you kn°" whether the prisoners did work? 

J.. The prisoners were not ordered to do any 

work . All that they might have done is help build 

supports for their quarters for their own security. 

Q You said that there was one man shot who 

had prepared to desert. 17as that a German or an 

American prisoner? 

A Tha t was a German sol dier . 

Q Do you know or any p- isoner.s beir}g killed 

by artillery fire? 

(Mobius--Direct) 



A The officer candidate who was in charge of 

the prisoners r eported after one artillery a tta.ck that 

due to one direct hit, three or four prisoners had been 

killed among t hem, one or two officers. 

Q Was anything said about the way fighting 

woul d be done 1n the Ardennes Offens i ve prior to t he 

A.rdennes offensive? 

A We wer e told that in t his offensive, which 

would make use of the surprise element, speed was es

sential, that we should not bother about anything such 

as lost vehicl es, that the only thing that was important 

to us was to conquer space rapidly . 

Q Did you hear any hints made prior to the 

offensive concerning the treatment of prisoners and 

civilians? 

A We oriented our men to the effect that we· 

were in a different thea.ter from the East, that we were 

getting into comba.t with an enemy whose fair methods of 

combat were known to us and that we would behave in the 

same manner towards him. 

Q Did you ever find out that sanettti.ng unusual 

happened at any pa.rticul ar po:1nt in the advance of the 

Ardennes offensive? 

A Colonel Peiper asked me in 1- Gleize , very 

excitedly, whether l knew that American prisoners were 

supposed to have been shot. I told him, 11 No, I don ' t 

know a~hinC about it," ~nd a.qked him whe ther they 

were supposed to have bean members of the regiment . 

{ilobius- Direct) 
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Colonel Peiper answered no, but that he woul.d !ollOJJ this 

matter up . He was very exci t ed and ~oyed by this report 

which he had received . 

IR. LEER: No further questi ons . 

CROSS EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPTAill SHUl>tACKER) : 

1-l ?/hen was this that you had this conversation 

with Peiper, when he vras s o excited and concerne l ? 

A That was in La Gleize . I can ' t say the day 

exacUy. 

Q VlellJ what day did you get to La Ol ei ze? 

A I got t o La Oleize on the 19 t h . 

Q Was t hat the same ni ght ? 

, A No . 

~ Was it the next day? 

.A I can 1 t say for sure . 

Q Do you think it was the 21st? As a matter 

of fact, it happened about t wo o 1clock in the afternoon 

on the 22nd , d id it not? 

A No , I don 1 t knO'lf . 

Q Well, will you S'l'l'ear t hat it did not happen 

at two o 1 clock on the 22nd? 

A I c&nnot Slfear to its having been at two 

o1cl ock in the ai'ternoon on the 22nd and I cannot swear 

to 1t teing at any time of the day or any other day or 

what time such a conversation took place. 

Q Are you sure it did not t&ke place her e at 

Dachau? 

(J.iobius- Cross ) 
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A. I saw Col onel Peiper for the first time since 

the ..surrender today. 

Q Your 501st Heavy Tank Battal ion and the tank 

of the 1st SS Panzer Regiment were the only tanks 1n 

Peipei: 1s Comba t Group , is that not t rue? 

A His tanks , the tanks of his regiments and the 

tanks from the 501st Panzer Battalion , 

Q Your ba.ttalion did not even ftO by the cross-

roads where these Americans ,,.ere ki lled, north of Engel s 

dorf , did it? 

A \Ve passed by at night , 

Q You di d go by that cr os s r oads then? 

A I d i dn ' t see it ~el f . I got into F.ngelsdorf 

twelve o 1clock mi dnight , 

Q Do you remember entering a main r oad about f our 

ki lometers north of Engelsdorf , a t which point you made a 

l eft turn? 

A I d i d come up across a high terrain and did 

turn into a road , 

Q Was th.at approximately three or four kilome t er s 

north of Engelsdor f? 

DR, LEER: J.t1,ght I raise the ob j ection t hat 

did not ask about F.ngelsdorf or the croesroads on direct 

examination? 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION ( CAPTAIN SHUJ.IACKER) : 

Q Before you r ea ched Engelsdorf , were you 

travel ling lfith the rest of your bat talion, t hat is , the 

other "!ehicles in t he 501st Heavy Tanlc? 

I 



DEFBNSE (DR. !BRR) 1 The same objeotion 11.gain . n,'J quee

tion oonoerna !mgelsdorr 11.ncl I did not queation him a.bout EnGeladorr 

in the direct exami:mi.tion. 

PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUD.9KER.)1 If the Court plee.ee , the 

witness haa testified on direct exa.ml.nation about the conversati on 

1 
he had with the accused Peiper I rel&tive to what happened at the 

Crou-Road . At l•at it was implied in the witnesa 1 answer that 

that was the i'irat he knew a.bout it. At the very l ea1t n feel we 

have a right to oroa'a examine the witneu on tha.t ao or e , to toat 

hia credibi lity. 

PRESIDENT, The objection ia overrul ed . 

PROSECUTION (CAPT. :§!UM.ACKER) 1 Please read the la.at que1-

tion1 lUaa Reporter ? 

REP0RTE1i 1 "Beton you r es.ohed Enr;eltdorf, were you travel

ing with ther eat or your battalion, that ia, the other veh i c les in 

the 60ht h ee.vy tank? 

QUESTIO!IS · BY PROSECUTION (CAPT. g(Ul!ACKER), 

A Yea . 

Q In other worda, you wer e not separ ated from the othe r to.nka 

in yo ur Lattalion betoro you r e,o.ohed Eogelsdorf7 

A I wa.11 separated fran the point , and I - with the point of 

my Company- drove with my battalion. 

Q I don ' t underotaM your answer. wcr,-ou riding with your 

battalion or were yOiJ. not r iding with them? 

A l'lith miM, yea . 

Q And you t r aveled to a good, hard au r ta.oe road fran hi gh 

ground as you &pproaohed 8ngelador f 1 la that right? 

A I got on to the ma.in road !'rem Rnr;eladorf to . l!&lmedy. 

Q Now, lllhat was your particular duty in le.Gleite, w1 th 

r espect to theae pri•oneris? 

A I had no dutiea o onoerning +lie ~honers . 

Q You didn ' t r eoeiTe any ordere or inatru.otiona relative to 

the prisoners? 
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A Nothing. 

Q. Ho,r of'ten did you visit themT 

A Never. 

Q You never saw thm a. t all? 

A I onl y sa.w the pr isoners ta.ken to the C. P. of Col. Peiper . 

Q Whom did you aee taken to the C. P. or Col. Peiper? 

A The then Major l!oGow was ta.ken into th e C.P. of Col . Peipe r . 

Q Vho else? 

A Two or th r ee offioer a . 
( 

Q nd thoae a.re the only pr iscmer s o f war you ever aa.w in 
(. 

LaGleize? 

That is the only ones I aa.w. I didn 't see a.ny other a. 

Or the othe r s, I knew tha.t they wer e pr eaent, beoa.use I heard the 

r eport that they were qua.rtered in the cellar. 

Q. Now, Wla.t I a.m trying to fird out is 'What you know your-

aelf a.nd what you found out f r om other peop l e . N0w
1 

you only lllw 

Major MoGo.m and thear, other two or thre e offioer a - othe r offioers
I.) 

thoy are the only priaoners you ever saw in La.Ghbe? 

A 'Iho:,e wa r e the ones who were put before Col . Peiper. 

Q Am on wha.t da.te wa s that? 

A Different days; they tn!l'en 1 t oaptured a.t the srune time. 

Q We re you present when they oa.ptured - then they wer e cap-

tured? 

A No . 

Q r.ell , how- do you koow that they 110re captured on different 

days? 

A Beoause they were i ntroduced on differont days frccn Col. 

Peiper, who found th9lll , 

Q Don't you know, a.a ~ matte r of' fa.ot 1 that l'.ajor McGown 

Moebiu s - Cr oaa) 
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paid aevoral viaite to Peiper ' a C, P,? 

A I WlS there twice when he wa.a in Peiper 1 a C.P. 

Q You uy tha.t before the ottenalve started you oa.lltioned 

your men , or expl&ined to your men that you weren 1 t fighting in 

the Ea st any longer, that you lfflre facing a. fair enelll¥, a nd that 

they were to fight accordingly? Ia tha.t right? 

A Yes, 

Q You wero a. firm believer in theae fair me+h.ods of fight- · 

ing, were you not , fran. both side!'!? 

A Yea. 

Q ls that the r eason you joined the AllgeiMine SS in 1931, 

'llhen you were a. national of Austria.? 

DEFENSE: (DR , !BER), I should like to object to that , 

think the questiom put by the Proaeoution in croaa exa.minat~on a.re 

going a. little bit too f'a.r . 

LAW MEMBER I rDi.e..t is the pur pose of this? 

PROSECUTION (CAPT , SHUM.ACKER) 1 To show his background 

o.nd the interest or l ack of inter est in this law suit, plee.ee the 

Court. 

DEFENSE (DR , LEm ): In that case you could ask questions 

about everything ewr y time , beo& use both the Proseovtion and Defense 

oould aok questions a.bout anything that wou l d not be a.t a.11 oontlec• 

ted with th e oaae , Neve rtheless , until now the rules have been 

applied in a fairly stri ct sense to both sidoa . 

PROSECUTION ( CAPT, SHUMACKER) 1 If the Court p l eua, we 

respectfully insist that the ba.okground of any witness may be gone 

into by eithsr aide to t ,1:1t his interest in the law suit , to test 

his credibili ty , and oe r ta.inly t he ba.olcgr ound of this witneH h 

&1onieth i ng the Cour t t.hould be inter eatad in, especially einoa he 

appears here as an ad voc ate of th ese fair methods of fighting . 

(Moebius • Cross) 
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LA.W ll!Elillra: I believe the objeotion 1e lf\tll taken, ao 

to the form or the question. Jbwev,,r, there 1a no reason 11'hy the 

Proeeoution cannot aek him & direct question - "Were you a member 

ot the AllegeJl'leine SS", or 11 '¥ll r e you a member in 1931 ?" eo 11.11 to 

tie in the alleged i nte rest. 

PROSECUTION ( CAPT. SBUMACKER) 1 I withdraw the question 

and will r ephrase it . 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPT . SBtlMACKER), 

Q In 1931 , were you an Au1trian citizen? 

A Yee. 

Q In 1931 did you become a member of the Allege:ineine SS? 

A Yes . 

Fr an 1933 to 1938 the SS wiu outlawed in Aus tria., was it 

not? 

A Yea, it • • not 11.llov.ed . 

Q And in 1938, afte r the Oe r ma.n.1 took Aus t ria, you immediately 

booa.me a Ca.ptdn in the •tten.. ss , did you not? 

A No . 

Q 'lftiat did you bee one? 

A A recrul t i n the W'~ffen-ss. 

Q And the n h ow l ong d i d it ts.kn you t o a. ttain your oo:nm.isaionf 

A I became an officer on April 20 . 1940. 

DEF!NSE : 1!a.y it ple t1.ae the Cou r t, I would lik e to inquire 

ir the quastion, ha.ve any bearing on thie cue. that have juat been 

conclude d? They h ave no bee.ring in the iuuea in thia caae Ml&ta~ 

eT8r, a.e t o ·.,;he outlawing o r thh organir:f\tion i n Auetrh. . 

PROSECUTION (CAPT. SBUlUClU!!R) 1 I think: tha t is a matter 

fo r the Court to decide, a.a to whether or not a. ma.D 1Jith the back

ground o r thh w:l.tneu appeara before thh Court as an !'ntirely 

disintor eated , unbiaaed witneu . 

(i103bi us - Cron) 
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D!FENSR1 I requeat that opinion of the Court &nd not the 

Prosecution. 

LAW)IIEJ,fflJ!R1 In a o&se auoh a s this, it is up to the Court 

to pla.ce its 01ftl opinion, and the Court ,rill pla.oe whatever value it 

deema proper . But ce rta. inly, baokground qneations oe.n be &aked the 

witne ssea, '#!hethor t hey a.re brough t out on direct exa.mim.tion or 

not, in orde r to sh ow direct bia.s or 1nter e at . l'hether or not these 

questi ons elioi ted auoh an answer is entirely up to the Court. 

PRESIDENT1 Any other quutions by the Defense? 

DEFENSE : Nothing further fran the Defense, 

PR ESIDRNT1 Any questiona by the Court? Apparently none , 

the wi tnen 1a exoueed. 

(1ti.er9upon the exoueed witness withdrew, 

D~ENSE1 The Defense reoalla u its next witneu G!Jrhard 

Walla.. Mr, Strong, on behalf of' the Derenae, will conduct the dlrect 

e.xamina.ti on . 

G!iRHARD \YA.UA, r i,oa.lled a.a a witne ss !'or the Defense, testified 

further through a.n interprete r a.a .tbllowe1 

PROSECUTION, The witne1u is r eminded the.t he is still 

under ou.th . 

RBDlRECT RXIJ,l:INATION 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (l!R. STRONG), 

Q Wi.lb , are you the same Gerhard Walla llho teatified in 

th1 s cour t previously? 

A Yea . 

Q Can you tell us to what military uolt you b&longed during 

the 11<>-oalled Rife l Offenaive in Deoembtir 19441 

A Be o.dqu&rtera Comi::any, ht ,Batta.lion. 

Q 11'!.o was your Oompany Conma.nder? 

A Lt , Buoheim, 

(Gerhard Yllil.a - Redirect) 
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Q And who 1'8.8 your Batta li on CD!!lnllrder ? 

A K&jor P~teohk:e . 

Q Wt.lla , where were you on the 22nd of December 1944? 

A In Le.Gleize . 

Q Will you tell us a little more exactly l'ilat pe.rtioular 

pa.rt ar la.Glei to you were in? 

A Yes , on the 22nd I was in the oe llar ot the schoolhouse 

of le.Gloize. 

1ithat was the pw-poae of your being in tha.t particular 

oellar? 

It w,.s a. heavy artillery barrage in the town, so I stayed 

in the collar . 

Q \I-hero was l'.s.jOI" Poetsohke 1 s comnand. post? 

A In tho ce llar of that aohool. 

Q Do you reimmber Wl o was present in that Ccmnand Post in 

the mornin~ of December 22nd ? 

A Yea . 

Q Will you tell us ?/h o wo.s preoe nt? 

A Lt . Col . Peiper was in the C. P . with Major Poetschio, , 2nd 

Lt , Ri her, 2nd Lt , Steininger, l at Lt . Rumpf • 

Q If you talke d with Unteratunnfuehrer Ritzer, do you mean 

Rolf Ritzer ..ti.o is a n aocuud in the present trial? 

A Yes . 

Q i'lla.t waa t he talk a.bout? 

A The ieneral situation waa talked about . 

Q Do you rsnem.ber Wu,ther Obe rsturm!'uehrer Rumpf' ea. id a ny-

thing to either Col . Peiper or !l.lljor Poetsohke? 

Ye3 • 

Q Wi 11 you tel 1 us what he tol d them? 

A 1st Lt . Rumpf told Lt . Col , Pe i per that there wa.s one tilAn 

(Wal la - Redire c!t ) 
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in his CO'tlpany _,o had left his position and removed his insignia. . 

~ Yhat did Poete:ohke and Peiper aay? 

A Pe iper said this man had to be shot . 

Were th ere any definite &rrangemnts made a.t that time 

about the exeoution? 

A No . 

Q Wta.t did Rumpf do after he mo.de this report to Pe i per? 

A He left the c . P. 

Q Do you remember wha.'t happoned afterwards? 

A Afterwards Ila.jar Poet sohke oa. lled 1st Lt . Rumpf . 

Q How much afterwards , M>ul d you say? 

A About three or four minutes . 

¥!hat ha~penad then? 

.A Afte r, at that tlma, Rumpf wasn ' t there any more, and 

arter awhile 2nd Lt. Hennecke ente r ed the C. P . 

'< l'hen yo u speak a bout Henneoke, do you mean the aocused 

Henncckci in this t rial? 

A Yes . 

Q '.oh.at did eithe r Peiper or Poetsohke tel l Hennecke 'Ml.en 

he r eported 1 

A Afte r Hennecke entered , Lt , Col. Peipe r told him to tell 

Rumpr to form a.n exeoution detail for this one man Wl o had left 

his position and ta.ken off his inaignia., and this detail W!ls to 

r eport to Hennecke in the oe lla.r. 

Q WJ.s t.here . any r eiuon given ror the execution detail to 

rep ort to Henneo ka 1 s Ccmm&nd Poat? 

A The exeoution wa.11 to t a ke ph.ot and the C.P , -- r>nly the 

detail MLB suppo aed to report to the C.P . 

DEFEKSE (MR. STRO!IG) 1 I ~ a fraid the w:itnen miauuder

stood t he qu~s tion . 

(1'1.1111. .. Redir eot) 
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,COESTIONS BY DEFENSE (MR . SI'RO!lG)i 

Q flu there any re'laon 1fhy the execution detail reported 

to Hennecke 1 a C.P . instead of r eporting to Poetsch.ke 1 a C.P.? 

A Yes , because th ere •a no room in ou r C. P . Our C. P .. vaa 

filled up . 

Q \'lhat did Hannocke do ?hen he received these o r de r s? 

A He le!'t the c .P. 

Q Di d he ever r epor t back , and i f ao, W:1enf 

A He reported back a.bout five minutes later a.nd r eported 

the exe cut i on of the or der. 

Q 'flls anything adtlit ia:>.e.l s a id to Hennecke at tho.t t i me? 

A Yeti. Af'ter Hennecke r eported back to the C. P ., Major 

Poetsch kB gave him another or der to oend an execu tion detail from 

his Company. 

Q For -what purpose ? 

A I d on 1 t kno w tha t . 

Q Did you hear the order given by Poetschko to Hennecke? 

.Q. Yes . 

Q Did Poetsohke say to He:rmeclce 'Ml.at the ahooting commando 

was for? 

PROSECOTIOlls If the Court plea.ae , this is leading the 

man considerably , and he ha.11 been ck:ling it all alon&• We object. 

PRESIDENT1 Objtiction auatai.ned . 

DEFENSE (MR . STRONG) 1 I withdraw the queation . 

QuESTIOJIS BY DEFENSE (MR. srRONG). 

Q Have you heard tho oonversa.tian between Poet achlm and 

Hennecke 'l 

A I only heard the order that Poetschke gave He nnecke . 

Q \\ould you try to repeat this order &s verbatim a:1 Pl'.?118ible? 

A Wall, .Poetschb all.id; "Hennecke, you will furnish a deta.11 

(Wa.lla. - Redirect) 
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from your Company", and th.en he added that 1he detail W'\S to consist 

of one non- com a.nd f1 ve rmn. 

Q Did Poetaohke aa.y for what purpoai, the ahootinr; commando 

was to be used 7 

A No . 

Q Was then anything said in this connection about pri aonna 

of war7 

A No . 

Q Are you sure about th.la 7 

PR0SEC"JTI0N1 If the Court please ••• 

DBFEUSE (MR. STR0NG}i I withdraw the questi on, 

{ QiJESTIO:ls BY DEFENSE (IIR . STRONG), 

Q How close were you to Hennecke and Poetsohke when this 

oonverstt.tlon t ook pl aoe'l 

A About a. meter and a half to two meter, . 

Q How big wa a the entire oella.r7 

A A.bout thr ee by four 11.eter a . 

Q Were you at any time, dur ing the morning hours of the 

22nd of Decembe r 1 944, absent frCl!I the C. P. of Poetsohko 7 

A No. 

Q Did 1he accused Ritzer a t a.ny time during these morning 

houri tra.namit &ny kind of or de r f r om either Peipe r or Poe taohke 

to Hennaob? 

A No or&l or ders . I would ha.ve heard ve r bal cr der a if any 

had been given. 

~ Did you see him transmitting any writ t en crderot 

A No , I didn ' t sea that. 

Q I will read to you no• l'rom a. statement s1 gned by tha 

defendant Henneoke, dated the 13th "day · of Maroh 1946, Proseoution1 o 

Exhibi t P-78 , in the reoor~.1 "Arter I had paned this order to Rumpf , 

I returned to 0~er 11turmfue hrer Peiper and repor ted to him that I h-.d 
0 

( Yk. lla - Redirect) 

28b:J 

http:oella.r7


executed hi& order . I 011.nnot reoe.11 any more "With Mich words I 

did this. On this 000.,sion Unteraturmfuehrer Ritzer ordered to 

thia diapatoh for the aame shooting an execution det•il from my 

Company too . Here too . I a.an r errember the exaot wor ds . Unteratur~ 

f uehrer Ritr.e r t ol d me . 1Hein, you too dispe.toh one de t ai l , one non,.. 

oom and a. few men :fbr the shooting'. Hein ia • nickname ll'hioh I It.ID 

oa.U ed by my friends" .. 

Now, I will a s k you lli.lla , is thit sta.temnt oot" reot inao

fal" a.a it refers to the transmittal of orders by Rlti:er? 

A No . 

Q I re ad to you furthe r, llllla , a. statement by the a.09used 

Ritzer , on the 20th day of M&r oh 1 946, Pro111Soution Exhibit P- 115t 

" I wa.a tol d duri ng t he oral interrogation that Unter sturmfuehrer 

He nne c ke c l aims that I h!lve givon him such an or der, to furni sh & 

shooting detail f r om his Company. As these events hllppened fifteen 

month s a. go , a.nd as th i ngs i n the off e nsive took place whi ch I 

ne.turally attached in::ire importance to, a.nd the refore remained 

bettor i n my memory, I oan only r e peat tha.t I oa.nnot r emsmber 11.ny 

longer, It ia possible , however, that Henne oke 1 a claim , as des

cribed above, conformed wtth the fa.eta" • 

I ask you now, onoe more, 'flhether Ritze r made any remark 

or trans mitted any ordar of any kind on that day to Hennecke ? 

A No . 

Q Ir he wou l d ha.ve tra.nami tted such an order, lfOuld yo u 

have heard itY 

PROSECUTION (llR. EIDWITZ) 1 Just a moment - please the 

Court - we object to the.t question. It ha s been asked three or 

four time s under different phrauology e.nd it has been a.n11"8red 

by the wltneea "that he didn't hear it. I am aura the witneea 

doesn ' t know of suoh a.n orde r, a.a h e wo uld ha.ve heard it had it 

(Wa ll a - Redirect) 
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been gheo, beca.uee he testified that he didn't hear any auoh O!" der . 

DEPENS& (MR. STRONG) 1 I tried to bring out the dists.noe 

this witooss was a.wa.y f r an Rit~er and Poet1ohke and Hennecke, o.nd 

the dze of the oella.r . And I believe, a.tter I confronted this wit.. 

neu with the st a.teuenta of the aoouaed Ritr.er , I should be per mitted 

to ask auoh que stiona a.a W'\ether he would havo heard auoh atateimnt , 

'M1ethe r 1 t wou l d bave been ma.de • 

PROSECUTION (MR . ELOWITZ1 Then ask ,.hat diata.noe he -.a· 

from Ritzer . 

D'E:F'ENSE (MR . STRONG) 1 That questi on ha.a been asked • 

PRESIDENT I The objeotion is over r uled . 

~ESTIONS BY DEFENSE (MR , STRONG), 

Q If this or de r would haw been transmi tted fr om Ri tr;er to 

Hennecke , woul d you have heard it? 

A Yea . 

DEFENSE (MR. STRONG) 1 No i\ir ther qucutiona, 

RECR OS S EXAMINATIOU 

~UESTIOU S BY PROSECUTION (MR . ELOWITZ) 1 

Q "1.e.t l'!Br e y our dutie s i n Poetaohke. 1 a C.P . ? 

A I was a run.nor a nd dri ver of the oomna.ndi ng oi'f1 oer 1 a 

vehic l e • 

Q And 'lllheo you v~re not 'running me u a gee, did you ha.ve no 

dutie s lC\a.taoever? 

A No, 

Q You just sat a.t the c .P.? 

A Yea. 

Q Now, you were asked on direct examina.ti on f or several 

oonoluaiona . I direct yow- atte nti.on t o a faot, th&t you aa. l d 

Peip.er told Hennecke the execution det&il would be ·furnished by 

Rumpf, was to repor t to Henneoke 1 a C. P. because there was no room 

(Walla - Reoron) 
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at Poetaohlm' a C.P. H0w do you know t ha t'l 

A I heard that. 

Q Yho stated that 'l 

A ll&jor Poetaohlm • 

Q Do you r ecall the exact words he -.id? 

A Yea. 

Q Yihat did he t!Ay? 

A First, ~ajor Poetachla, gave Henneob the or der to aend 

the emcution detail - I d on ' t remember the exact strength or the 

execution deta il, but he the n added about the detail -- "611 , I 

don ' t know l'hieh detail you are talking about nOtJ, the first or 

aeeon:1, •• 

Q But when Poetsohke fi r s t to l d Henneolce and Rumpf to get 

a detail or his own C,P., he hadn ' t given Henneo lm a deta il to pt 

of his own, did he? 

A I didn ' t say that at all, about the first detail . It 

was Col , Peiper l'ho gave Hennecke the orde r to be tran3mitte <i to 

Rumpf and not Poetsehke , 

~ Then Poetaohke is the man who tol d Hennecke to send a 

detail to his C,P,, because there \'6.a no room e.t Poetschke 1 a C,P , , 

h that right? 

A Ye s, 

Q Th.en how did Hennecke knOtJ to tull that to Rumpf, \Cl.en 

it was Peiper who first gave the orde r s t o Hennecke to tell Rumpf 

to furnish a.n execution detail T 

DRPENSB (KR , STRONG) 1 I object to that question on the 

simple gr ounds t.½&t it is d ifficult language , that it is fo r aome

lJoC. y ,-,ho i ,a not a. layma.n , Wlc haa a very trained mind to under1Jtand 

tho.t que1Jtion. I think mayOO Prosi,cution would be able to put the 

question in scme"1at simpl er fonn l 

(Wa l h. - Recroas ) 



Ta..334 
sh-13 PROSECUTION (llR. SLOlflTZ) 1 I will rephra.se the qu9stion , 

~~STIOdS BY PROSECUTION (MR . EUlllITZ), 

Q Bow -.s it possible tor Hennecke to inform Rumpf to send 

his execution detail to He nnecke ' e C.P. instr.a.d or Poetaoh1m 1 a c . P . ? 

A I didn't undersh.nd that question. 

Q All right, we wil l go back to the beginning . You stated 

previous l y that Poetsohke told Hennecke to send the execution detail 

to his C. P, , Hetmecke 1 e C.P. i nstead of PoetQchko'e, be cause ther e 

T1lS no r oom in Poete:ohke 1 i:; C.P, Don't you understand that question? 

Do we ha.vs to get do-..n to aentenoes? 

A I am not quite clear about this question . 

Q Did you or did you not state that it wa.s Poatsohke Wlo 

gave Hennecke -the or der to have the execution detail r epor t to 

Henneoke 1 B C.P.? 

A No , I d i dn' t , 

Q You did not state that? 

A I t estified tho.t in the firat execution detail , the e xecu-

tion det&il was to r eport to Henne cke 1 11 C.P. , but not the second(.] 
deto.11 • . o 

Q And when 1 a1.1ked you how you knew that there was no rocm , 

you said you hea r d it, is that; ccrreot? Don ' t you underata.nd that 

quest ion? 

A No . 

PROSECUTI ON (MR. BLOWITZ) 1 1'111 the reporter please roa.d 

the lo.st quest i on, 

(Vhere\lpon the r eporter did aa di rected,) 

A &cause I was in ttier e myself . 

Q And you stated you he9:I"d Poeteohke state tha.t to Hennecke , 

did you not? 

A Yes . 

(Walla - Reorou} 
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Q 'l'ho.t is c orre ct ? 

A Yes ., 

,;,,i And it "'9.8 Poetschka who gave Hennecke th e order to f.\l.rnith 

an execution d!ttail from hia company, 1a that oorr eot? 

DEFENSE (MR. STR ONG) 1 I objeot to tha.t q~stion, beoa.use 

the witness has te stified exactl y the opposibe befor e • 

LA.W ¥EMBER , He just an1n,ered the queation "ye s", just now, 

PROSECUTION (MR . ELOWITZ) 1 I wi ll put it differently. 

QUESTIO!IS BY PROSECU TION (MR , ELOWITZ) , 

Q And Poetaohke did not g ive Hennec ke the order to get an 

exsoution deta.1 1 until after he had r eturned frctn the errand and 

informed Rumpf t o furnish one from hia o,m Canpany , ia that cor rect? 

A ~ 11, I can only repeat , the first time Lt. Col. Pe ipar 

gave tho or de r to furnil!h an execution detail and told Hennecke to 

t ransmit that order to Rumpf, a nd then he reported back in. And 

after he had repcrted ba.ok , Major Poetaohke gave h im the order to 

furnish a shooting detail f rom his own Company. 

Q Will you r epea.t that answer? 

A Yes , 

Q Now you stated that Obersturmfuohrer Rumpf br ought the 

charges a ga ins t the rran fran hiai Canpa.ny when he r epo r ted to the 

c.P. Ia that right? 

A Yes . 

Q And oan you explain Wly an execution detail 11&.li orde red 

to be furnished before the nan wu tried? 

DEF EHS8 (MR. STRONG, I object. Tha.t ia a. question Wl i oh 

certainly call s for a. oonolueion or Opinion. 

PROSECUTION (MR. EI.£11/','ITZ) 1 The "itnesa '?-a just asked to 

exp lain th at , if he could, 

DEFEN SB (MR , STRONG ) : It undoubtedly calls for an opini on . 

Undoubtedly , a 'm!luenger i11n 1 t a11ked tor an opini on on order s giT9n 

by his suoor ior._ 

( Wa llu. - Reorou) 
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PR:::SlDEtl'I' 1 Tho objection 1a s ue tained. 

QUES!IO!IS BY BROSaCUTIOJI (IIR, ELOllITZ), 

Q Do you remmber 'rlhen lienneoke reported a. ahort time l ater 

to -th e C.P. and stated that tho det&il from th~ 0th Company W1a 

ready? 

A No , he only r eported baok in orde r to ata.te that he ha.d 

transmitted the order to lat Lt . Rumpf, not that the detai l 1'8.8 

read y . 

Q l'lere you pr esent at the C. P. a shcrt time l&ter , when 

Untera turm.f'Uehrer Henne clce r epc:rted back ard stated that the detail 

or the 9th Company waa r eady? 

A No . 

PROSRCIJTION (MR . El.07iITZ), That is all . 

REDI RiCf ElWUNA.TION 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSB (MR, STRONG), 

Q \'Ii.en you 'testi fied on direot exa.mtnatioll , V..lla. , that 

Pootachke tol d Hennecke to have Rumpf' ~ execution ooirmando to report 

11.t Henneoke 1 s Conmand Post, did yo u refer. to tho f ir st or second 

e xecution comm'l.nd.o? 

( A In the Command Post of Poetaohb , not in the Ccmmand Poat 

of Henneob • 

Q iilen you 11tate d in direot enminati on t hat Poetschke told 

Henne cke to hll Ye an execut i on O<IIU!&ndo re por t in Henneok:9 1 .s Canrnand 

Po st , now does that r efer to the f irat or the secorrl execution 

commando? 

A. Fr om the fir st detail . 

Q After Hennecke received this crder, di d he return? 

Q Ybat did h$ 311.y? 

0 I-
A He had r eoeived tho order to t ranami t thia order to Rumpf 

.(Ualle. • Re di r ect! 
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&nd when he oame btt.ok he reported that he had tranami tted the order 

to Rumpt . 

Q Did he r eport anything else'l 

A No . 

DEFENSE (MR. STRONG) 1 Ko furthor que sti ons . 

DEFENSE, Nothing further from the Defenae . 

PROSECUTION , Ho fu rther questions. 

PRESIDENT1 Any queat i ona by ih.e Court'l Appar entl y none , 

the wi tne as is excused . 

The Court will adjourn until 0830 t omor row mornin~ . 

(!'hereupon at 17 18 hours the Court reoe ued. ) 

(Vlllla. - Redi re ct) 



CJ. P DACRAl , CE!P ANY 

8 July 1 946 . 

lORNDIG S SSlON 

( Whe re upon the C0 urt reconvened at 0830 hours . } 

P.Ri::SIDENTs Ta ke aea ta . The Cour t will ootre to 

order . 

PROOECUTICll': If' the Court please , let the r ecord ahow 

that all rmn,bers of the oourt , all u'8mber1 o!' the Proaecution with 

the ex<'eption of Capt. in Byrne , -who hu been exouaed by verbal or

dl!tra of tho Co:nmanding General, all Ill8mber s o f tm Defense , wit h 

the e xcep tion of Lt . 1ahler , l'r . ,a l ters , Dr . Leer, W'lo are abal!tnt 

on buainttu of the Defenae , all of the Defendant11 , and ihe Reportar 

ara preaent . 

IEFZNSE CUlflS3Li The Defense ca lla Kurt Plohrrann , • 

Pro secut ion witneaa . la.r . Strong , on beha l f of t he Defen11e , will 

conduct the ,~irect e xa mination . 

KlR T PIDH! !ANN, called as a wi tna ss fo r the Defense , -.a 

s l',(lrn an d testified thr ough an in'bar preter u follo wa1 

DIREC T EXA l JNATJCtT 

QWSTION S BY D:i:Fh."'NSE C0 1.NSEL1 ( • S trong}1 

Q P l ohmann , ar e you the u me Plohrnann who testified in 

thi s court on 6- 2- 46, Record p a r os 1419 and 1420T 

A Yea . 

Q Do you r emembe r l'ff\er e you ?ll!tre in the da yi; fro m 20 

to 22 Dece mber 1944T 

A Yaa . 

Q \\heret 

A I wu in LaGl ein during theae da y,. 

Q Vno ••• your t an k oomander at that ti~T 

A Dur ing the f irot day. in LaGl ein I didn ' t have • tank 

oomnandant. Our tank ha d bee~ knocked out in Stavelot and d uring 

thoae da ys --a.nd moG t of then .d• y• I • p•nt fa the he a. dquartera o f 

the first oorqiany . 

2877 
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7- 6- lDll-'t-). 

Q And when were you uaigned to 11. t111 k cre\\t 

A ln the evening hour• or the 21st of Deoe mbar I •a de -

tailed to the tan k of Sg t . Drctxler • 

Q Q:) you re nember Wle ther or not Dre::der received any 

order• on 08oember 21 or 22 in oonnootion with priaonara of -.r? 

A No. 

Q Did you , while you ,.,-,re in LaGl ei.r:e, l ea rn a bout any 

orders trans mitted to Drexler in oonnaotion with s uch prisoners? 

A As long u I was in LaGleh:e I know nothing a bo ut it . 

Q llo w long did yo u atay in LaGl eizeT 

A lm.t il t he brea k out in LaOleite in the t00rning of the 

24th I relm ined tha,re . 

Q Did you at any tirre during yo ur a tay in LaGtehe Hct 

any dead bodies of Americans in the ne ighborhood of Dre xler ' s 

tonk? 

A No . 

Q \\oul d you hive seen them if' they woul d have been t he r e ? 

PROO EC\JTIOO' (Cap t . Shumao ker) 1 I object to that u 

cal l ing for a oonolua ion of' tht-1 witnoaa . 

PRESIIENT1 Objection auattiined . 

Q We r e you, during your o ta y in LaGloize , in t ho i mn-

diate ne i ghbor hood o f Drexler' 11 tankt 

PROSECUTION: (Capt. Shlmlacker) If the court p i o ue , 

we o bjeo t "b:I that H being • leading quution ; tell ing the wi'tne111 

where he ..,,a • 

lEFENSE COlNSEL (Ar. Str on r )1 I will retra me the quea

tion. ¥'ere yo u in a posi t i on, Plohn.nn, to obaerve t he bod i e a , if 

any , in t he immedit. te neighborhood of Drexle r ' a ta1;1k\ 

PROS!!!CUTION ( Capt . Shurr. cker )1 I f 1h o 09ur t p l e u e , 

..,,e o t>jeoi to -that ae aho calling fo r a oonolut _i on o f the witneaa . 

Tie M>Ul ~ s ugge st, if it pleHe 1he court, tha, t ttie witne u t. 11 

the c ourt where he Y.-a l during his entir e sta y in La gl eiH ..nd l e t 

(P l oh.-n11nn - direc t ) 28 / 8 
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the Court oonolude whether or not he •• in poaition to ll'ake 

theae obae rv•tions1 

DH£NSti C01BS3J (ur . Stroo,.): Ir it pleuea ttie 

Court , I dm't think that last queation ill a leading one. I am 

merely tryin g to find ou,t l'lhere the wHneu •• and whether or 

not he ns in a poa :1 tion to obaerve. 

LAW tEMRER1 It is not being objected to on the ground 

that it is a leading question, it is being objooted to on the ground 

it ill a oonoluaion , It calla for a oonoluaion . ~hy don't you re

phrase your question '{ Just ask him "heri, he was,and the court will 

find out it h'!I Wl8 in that position . 

QIBSTI~ S BY D3Th"N'St: CotNSEL (lr , Strong) : 

Q Will you tell u.c , Plomann , where you ape,nt your tine 

from the evening of Oeoe"! her 21, 1944 , to the morning hours of De 

cember 24, 1944 , rhen you l eft LaGlehet 

During those da ya I ,.,.s next to the tank of Sgt . 

Dre xler . 

Q P l ohmann, did you at any tine during your stay in La 

Glebe, obaerve an y bod i es o f A,D'13rio ans be hind t he s choo l or in the 

school yard? 

A No . 

ffiTh""NSE COtNSEL (l.r, Strong): Your witnaa a . 

CROSS EXAl:.INATION 

QWS TIOlS BY PROSECUTION (Mr . ll: lowitt:) : 

Q. Plohmann, "hen we r e you behind the aohocl 1J? LaGl eiuT 

A I was b8h:!nd the s choo l in La G1e he on the firs t few 

daya , tha t ia , on the 19 th and 20th , 

Q And you ws,re never behind 1:h& school a fte r tha t? 

A N0 , • I was &lnwher o witt Sgt . Dr u:ler then . I had 

no c hano& .nY mre to go behind th~ schoo l. 

Q Didn ' t you ta lot your tank with yo\l when you went 

b8h1nd t h, aohoo l? 

(Flohm1.nn - oros, , 28 '.J 
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A I didn 1 t quite underst:and the question . 

l!ROSECUTICN ( tr . tHowit~)1 'lfithdraw the question. 

Noth ing further . 

PRES IIENT1 An y questions by the Court? 

EXA)!]B)Ja' ION BY 'l'lk: COl.RT 

LAW .!!:· BZR1 You 1ay you w,re with Drexler' e tank a,ll 

1he t:lJMT 1',hen you 'W0r8 behind 1he school , wu the tank the re at 

that time? 

A Drexl er 1 a tanl· , tha.t ,.,,.. three to four hmdred meter., 

••Y from tha aohool. I didn 1 t get to the ao hoo l then . 

LA~•· l.El1.BER: That 1a all . 

PR.l-;SICEN T: Any other quaa tione tJy tho C0 urt'I' 

ruFENSC: com SEL (lr . S 'tl-ong ) lay I as k anotJur 

qU!9Btion? 

FR~S !D3N T: Go ahead . 

Ql.ESTICliS BY IEFENSE COUNSE L 0. r. Strong) : . 

Q Plohil•nn, wh1tn did you join Draxler ' s tank orewt 

PRUSECUTION1 ( We objoot 'b:> th•t H al ready havmg been 

a,ak:ed and a,n a-,.ered. 

A I ,,.s au igned to Sgt. Droa:ler'a ta.n k in the evenin g 

hours o f the 21,t . 

Q And -,.h on ,~re you 1n ttto 1chool yard, beforo or arter-

.,,.•rdaT 

A Be fore . 

PRBSIO~N T: .Any other qu,11tion1? 

P.lOSECUTION1 No further crou enmina tion . 

LAY. m :BBR. : Yea , I ha,ve a question . 

i=;,XAt.ilNATlON BY THi::J corn T 

Q Vihen you f irs t re-.ct\od La Oleiu , where \\8re your 

A l'ihen I f ir at . c a me to L• OI.ohe I Ml in the compan y 

he a, dquar:era with the lat c ompany , in the school • t La Gl eite • 

(Plohmann - court ) 
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Q How iong did you •tay in the •choolt 

A I can I t givo you tM exact tifl'l9 I spent in school . 

I spent my time in aohool and next to the aohooL 

Q Yle re you in +.he vicinity o t· the schoo l f r om the titto 

yo u reached LaG}eite until you joined ths tankT 

A Yea . 

LA't'I -:. BJR 1 That 1a all . 

PR.-:;s IOJt1T1 '£he ?•i tneu is excused . 

(i'theroupon the wi Ul<ua M,11 excused and Vii thdrew from 

t he courtroom. ) 

D.,!, IBNSC: COlNSEL1 The Def'enao recalls u its next wit-

n llas Klaus Schneider , • Stron r- , on behalf of' the Ilitfenae , •ill 

conduo t the direc t e xaminat ion . 

KLAUS SCF!IEIIER, recalled a s a 1·1 i'b'loa11 f or the D9fen ae , hav

ing been previously sv.orn, wa s e xa'" ined am w s tiri ed further 

through an 1nto r pr et:tr as followa1 

RE -DDU:lCT EXAf IllA T!C!i 

Q.JrnTIONS Bl'. IEFt:NS8 CUlllSEL ( !.:r , Strong), 

P~iOS EClTION : 'r ho wi tness 1a re minded he is still w -

der oatt'l o 

Q Are you tho o ame Kla us Schne ide r who t oatifiad before 

t his c our t on the t hird day of June, 1940 , Record P* G3 11647 

A Ye s . 

Q Vd ll you taJ.l us 1Wle ro you 'f"!tr& 1.n e daya· o t' 20 t h 

Olc:tmbe r· 1944 up to 24 Deoe mbe r .l944 . 

A In r•nre . 

Q .hsn did you en t,r ,anne? 

A In tM l"' or n1n g houre between ten and twelve o ' clock . 

Q How nny tank s were wi th yo ur 

A Fo ur tanl.e • 

Q In whoao t an l. -wer e you? 

A I~.. in too tan l or Sp;t . Prlug• r • 

Q Can you tell ua who the commander o" the othir tan l a '1'19 ret 
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A The oor.randant waa Sgt . Porain. 2nd Lt . Heubttok , 

and who the co1m-,.an~r of tho Jlark lt/ tanJ. a I don I t know. 

Q V.ho wa s tM oo..,ando r or the four tanl·a as a uni t1 

A 2nd Lt. m,ubeok . 

Q Schneider , you rremher yo u- te.stimny wh ich you gave 

1n this court :in oorin<Jction with certain incidents in Wlioh tho 

aoouaad Berain and Tre ttin are invo l ved , do you? 

A Y8 a . 

Q Approximately at what hour or the da y and a, what day 

did this ha pponT 

A That waa Yihen darh1.e aa fell on the 20th o f De c ember . 

Q Are you definite about it , that it v·as on December 20? 

A Ye a . 

Q As far u you kno w, ll8rO the aooueed l ternebeck alre ady 

in an.no at that; tiireT 

A To my knowledge he ·nan 't t ho ro . 

Q Did you have an opportur:d.ty during 20 Deoe ntier 1944 , 

to ob aarvo the crew o f tJia ~rk lV tank whioh you j ust mentioned? 

A Yea . 

Q iiill you te ll ua when and ~eret 

A l,hen we drove into Vianne f r om t ho v i lla&'I outside of 

Sbt.velot , 2nd Lt . He ube ck was in charge or the ir four tanka and 

he p ulle d the Mar k DI tank which ha d bo(llge,d do'¥.!l in a muddy f i eld 

out with our t ank . 

Q And did you a t tha t tin:e have an opportuni ty to s ee 

tM n1tmbora or tho ore ·IVS o r the l ark IV tankf 

A Yes . 

Q Did you aae amon g_ them thu aouuattd Sternebeokf 

A I didn ' t know SU!lrno beok: at that timo ye t and I can ' t 

ro"'t.omber who "the coMtLan dant -,.-.a . 

Q You know the accused 'Sbsrnebaok now? 

A Yea . 

28 2 
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Q IEFBNSr. OOtNS'.'!.L ( .r, Stron,;;): l a y I ask the court U> please 

ask S1Brnttbttok to rise? 

P'RrlSiruNT: Sternttbeok stand up . 

Q ,iU l you loo k •t thi, aoo uHd Steirnel:eolr , Schneider, and 

tell m.e, to the best of your rrewory , whother you believe that yo u 

saw this '!\lln amen~ the cr ew o f the li •rJr IV' tank about '#tom yo u 

ju, t spoke? 

A No , that di& not •n of'fioor . 

mF.i:NS~ COnTSEL Or . Stronr,) : No further question ,. 

RE CROSS EXU!INA T!Cli 
( 

QUES TICNS BY P!lOS J CUT!Cll (C apt. Shumao!rer): 

Q Sohneidor , you don ' t 1-now 'llhethe- S'b!lrntt btok -.s in 

,armi, on the •fternoon of' thtt 20th or not , do :,cu? 

A No . 

PROSECUTION (Capt. Shuncbr)1 Hothing furthe r. 

RE DDi ffiC T EXUilNATIOO' 

QlEST IONS BY IE IBNSE COltiSE L (Ar . Strong) : 

Schneider, how many time a all togttthe r wa r e you in{_) 
Warme the afternoon of the 20th? 

A Four time11 . 

W FSNS8 COUNSEL ( 1r. Strong) 1 That is •ll • 

RECROSS EXA MlNA TION 

Q1ESTICMS BY PROSJ CUTION (Capt . Shuncker )1 

Q , at tine did you get to l\'aMe'I' 

A In the mo rning houru , between ten and t-.,e,1ve . 

Q And when you got there , whne did yo u got 

A ,.,ent to achool , wher e our crew had tm ir qu•r tera . 

Q I a that wheri, you 11taY9dt 

A Ye s . 

Q Did you stay t he re all afternoon? 

A Yes . 

Q So , whttn you H Y. there WJ r e only four tanks in V.anne , 

(Schneider - reoro11) . 2ou J 



what you nean is• there were only rour tai. la there at school? 

A No, there v.ere not at the aohool ail. 

Q Y,ha. t oong>any wore theae tanl:a from? 

A The throe Pa.nzer a ,.,e,re .from the lat oompa.ny , a.nd the 

' r k N, that tank I don ' t know wher e it ~s from. 

Q And these Yi8re the only four t.nka you a•"" 
A Yes . 

Q Ther e could have been imothe r t an l in \.anne tha.t you 

did not see? 

Tha.t ia possi ble. 

PROSECUTION (Capt. Shuncker ) 1 r:othing further • . 

PRZSIIB t• T{ Any qUltstions by the Court? Ap;,a.rently 

no t; the wi tness 11 exc u1Gd . 

IEFENSE 00111SEL: The Del'8nse recalls as its next 

•itneaa Josef Zi tr.els be r ger , Mr , Stron g , on bonalf of 1tte Defonao , 

wi ll conduct t he rod ireot oxaminat ion, and Captain Uarvid has • 

raw qu,a t ions u to i so l ate d instances . 

J OSEF ZITZF.: lS BElR<£R , rocallo d a.a a witneu fo r the O:lfen,e , 

ha.ving been previously u.orn, ta at i f i ed f~ther thro ugh an intar

pr ote r as fo llo ws: 

PROSECOTICW : TM witneu is r eminded he 18 still under 

REDIRECT E:X.U, INA TJCti 

QU.::S TIOOS BY WFENSE COlfiSEL ( , Stron g) , 

Q Are you the sue J osef Zi tzelaberger •ho testi f i ed 

befor e in ,:hi• c ourt? 

A Ye s . 

Q Wi ll you tell us whe re you were between 19th December, 

1944 a.nd 24th Dece mber 194.41 

A· I arrive d in La. Gb ize on the 19th of December 1944 .;,_d 

( Zitzolber ger - redi.-eot) 
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ree,.ained there until t he evening or the 23d or D9 cem.ber . 

Q To what oo n.pan y di d you be l onyT 

A Firs t company or the Panur reg1'nent . 

Q Yiho was the platoon leadert 

A Tech Sgt . Stri,hlow. 

Q Vlh.o wa.a your tank oom andert 

A Sgt .· Dru:hr. 

Q f.here did yo ur tan ~ stand Ul. LaG1eiuit 

A Near 'the r oad f ork going to v.. r de Stoumon t . 

Q \,e r e there any other tanlc:11 stand i ng next W or near 

youra? 

A The first fe w da ya Sg t . Strehle"' um hie tan k W9re 

nex t to ua , and a f ter the attac k- of Stoumont Sgt . Knappisoh ar

rived with his t an k . 

Q V,hen d id Kna pphch arrive? 

A On the 20th . 

Q To whic h oonpan y d i d Knapp ieoh belong!' 

A Second co mpany . 

0 Do you know anything a bo ut any ah oo t ing o f prisoners 

o f war by member a of the First oo'Il.pany during your sta y 1n La01eize1' 

A No . 

Q Cb you know a nyth in~ a,bo ut anoth<r execution Wl ioh 

too k plac e in La Gl ei.r.e while you "8re there? · 

A Ye, . 

Q M U you te ll us what yo u kno w a bo ut it? 

A One man !'rom o ur own C0'.!1.bat group Ml s hot . 

Q Do you kno w why he wu s ho t! 

A Re ha.d pr opa.red to duort . That is, he hiid taken off 

his oo J.la.r and s l eeve ins ignia . 

Q How -na.ny nun did your ta. nk o r ew origina.lly oonaist of1 

A or fi ve men . 

Q Did yo u hue any ou ua ltieat 

A Yu , on tho 2llt . 

c'z1tulaberge r - redirect) 



Q How qny? 

A TllO ir.en of the group. 

Q Did you r e oeive any reinf'oroe'l\enta after•rdal 

A Yea . · got one "lto re 'I\ M . 

Q l\ho waa th is? 

A Sgt . P lohnann. 

Q 'lihen did he r eport to your tan )r or ew? 

A On the even ing of tho 21st. 

Q Do you know tro'll. your ov.n kno V1hdge \\hether tny me:n-

ber of your tan lr crew eve r participated 1n shooting prisoners of 

M U· 1n LaG10 ize't 

A No , 

Q I r ead t o you from Froaooution ' 11 _E xhibit P-100 , 

Statemen t of the accused U.kohsohelc, dated t h ird day o r April, 1946 . 

"Aromd b.o o ' oioo l-· in the ar-tnrnoon o f the 22nd Do
oeni>er . 1944, I .... , aont out to 11eouro cam.ofla gue 
material and to camotlague our tank . I wen t in the 
direc t ion of Ui.i:e r aohartuehrer Dre aler 1 a t ank and 
as I reached a pl ace 1n f r ont of hie t an k I looked 
to the r i ~ht and aaw a group or 16 de ad Ame r i cana 
in fron t ofa a t able as indioated in No . 3 on my 
Sketon , oapita,l •11 8 11 

And I as k you , Zitz:eleberger , whether you ever, d ur

ing your stay in La,Gle iie u w any dea.d bodioa nea.r or in front or 

Drexl er ' 11 tank? 

A No . 

QUESTICNS BY D..FI:NSE ( Capt . Narvid)1 

Q Do you r eoa.11 the 22nd of Deoe1r.bsr 1n LaGl eiz:e? 

A Yea . 

Q 1ihat wa a the a it r ation there at that time? 

A About the a f rnoon o f the 22nd WJ had a severe at -

tack on the pa. rt of -the AttDr io a.na . 

Q· V,her e •A!l re y6u then? 

A I n11 1n the t a nk . 

Q l'he r e ,.,ore you on the 23d of Daoem.be;-? 

A I •• in the t a nk par t of ths tima , 111d in the hollao . 

( Zt tuleberg~r !"ed ireot) 
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~ Was Enappiaoh ' a tanl n ear you on the 23d or DaoemberT 

A Y,a . 

Q All the ti.Jret 

A Ye s . 

Q Do you know tho orew of X..a ppiaoh ' s tank? 

A 11.e ll, I don ' t Y.I\0•1 1hGir name s. 

Q Would you rcioognize thent 

A Yes . 

Q Do you know the aoouaed Lrioh Y.erner? 

A Yes . 

Q Would you r E>o ogn iu hint 

A Yes . 

Q ),buld you l ook to your left am see if yo u cat iden-

t ify the aooused .r.: r ich i.erne r? 

FRES IDiNT: Tell tha witneu he may stand up, if he 

would like . 

A Yes . No . 25. 

Q Yb re you 1n the scne oornpany u Knappisoh ore"8 

A No . 

Q Do you kno w Kna ppisoh? 

A Ye a . 

Q How many msmbers ,·-ere there in his t.ank or ev.t 

A Five of the m. 

Q Did yqu soe the five men th:,re at that t i l!'B? 

A Yea . 

Q Did you s ee an y Ame rican soldiers 1n LaGleize on the 

22nd o f D8 oember, 19H ? 

A Yes . 

Q 'tihere did you see them? 

A They oame to our tan k and piol-,t d up a mmun i t ion there. 

Q Did you see an y fi ring or a ny exoout i ons or J 09r loan~ 

ao l diersT 

A No. 
2887 
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Q Did you e ver pu1 th~ ol.uroh in l.1 Gle i.r.et 

A Yes . 

Q .hen? 

A I put it al-out eleven p . m. on the 23rd . 

Q Did you over pus at any othor t imet 

No . 

Q Dis! you ever see any dead bodies around the c hurch 

or in tM vicinity of th!! church? 

A No . 

Q Did you ever pass th, eohoolhouae in LaGloizet 

illr' ~o u ever aee any bod i e s of J.m" rioan eoldim- a around 

tho aohoolhouae? 

No . 

Q Did you ae e the entira area ar ound tho aohoolho uae at 

any titt.e? 

A No . 

Q '',"oat part o f the schoo l ho use did you see? Or what 

area around i tt 

A I only v.o nt to the hall or th3 house frorr the road 

en trance , 

lEFENSE COtNS&L ( Capt. Narv id): Your wi1ne ss . 

iE'FZNS1: COtN SE L1 You may orou examine. 

PR\!SECTTTION: No orou examination . 

PREsrn,:;~'T: .'my qu,utiona by the Court? Ar;parently 

none , tho 1'itnesa is exouai,d , 

(Whereupon the witneu "-•a exouaed and withdrew 

f'ro tn the courtroom. ) 
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DEFENSE COONSEL: Defense calls as its 

next witness , Si egfried Lott . Captain Narvid , on 

behal f of the Defense will conduct the direct examination. 

SIEGFRIED LOTT, a witness called by the Defense, 

• after being first dul y sworn, testified through an 

inter pre t er as follows; 

(Whereupon the questions, answers and ot~r pro

ceedings were interpreted to the German counsel and 

accused . ) 

DIRECT EXAL!INATIOO 

QUESTIOl!S BY DEFENSE COUNSEL(CAPrAil! NARVID): 

Q State your i'u.11 name . 

A Lott , Si egfried . 

Q uhat was your organizati on, company and 

pl a t oon in December 194L? 

A I belonged to the 2nd Panzer Grenadi er Regiment , 

2nd Battal ion , 11th Company, l at Pl atoon . 

Q Whnt was your rank? 

A SS Stunnmann, Pf c . 

Q \Vhat were your du ties? 

A I worked as a half- track driver , 

Q Did the 11t h Company participate in the battle 

for Stavelot? 

A Yes , 

Q 1'11iat were the results of this campai gn? 

A We took .the bridge or Stavelo t on the 16th 

and the 11th Company ho.d many ca:mal ties . 

• Q HO\,. many men r emained in t he company a fte r 

Stavel ot? 

(Lott-Direct) 



A 30 to .35 men . 

Q Ho·..- many vehicles remained? 

A I can ' t remember that . 

Q Appraximatel y'I 

A 8 to 10 vehicl es , 

Q I/hat type of vehicl es were they? 

A Half- tracks , 

Q When did you arrive in La Gleize? 

A We passed through La Gleize about noon . 

Q On what date? 

A On the 18th . 

Q Did you stop in La Gleize on the 18th? 

A No. 

Q Do you kna.v the accused A.rmin Hech t? 

A Yes . 

Q What comp£iny was he in? 

A 11th Company . 

Q What were hi s du t i es? 

A Half-track driver . 

Q Where was he on t he 18th of December , if yo>..1 

know? 

A He was one tank ahead of me . 

Q Was his vehicle al.ways ahead of you Qn the 18th 

of D8 cember? 

A Yes . 

Q How much before you , approximately? 

A Approximate~y. 10 to 15 meters . 

Q Did Armin Hecht I s vehicl e stop in La Oleize 

on the· 18th of D~ cAmber? 

A No. 

(Lott-Direc t ) 



Q Did you see any American soldiers in La 

Gleize on the 18th of December? 

A No. 

Q Did you eee any prisoners of war on the 18th 

of December? 

A No. 

Q Did you ever sec Armin Hecht shoot prisoners 

of war in La Gleize? 

A No . 

Q You said you passed through La Gleize on the 

18th of December. Where did you go f r om there? 

A ,,e drove to Cheneux . 

Q What happened there? 

A. \Ve had an air attack in Cheneux . 

Q Hem long were you there7 

A 'l\,o to three hours • 

Q -'here did you go from Cheneux7 

A In the evening or the morning of the 19th we 

returned to Stownont . 

Q ' lhat happened in Stoumont? 

A \le had a fight in Stoumont . 

Q Hem l ong did you remain there? 

A Until the 21st. 

Q Where did you go from Stoumont? 

A At five P.M. 1te drove int o La Gleize . 

Q Where did you stop in La Oleize? 

A We first stopped 1n an orchard and then at 1 

'bfelve o 1 clock midnight on the 2l13t we drove into a 

• forest . 

(~tt- Direct) 



Q Was Hecht I s vehicle With you at this time? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you see Hecht all of ~he 21st? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you see him on the 20th? 

A Yes . 

Q Did you see him on the 19th? 

A Yes . 

u Q Did you ever see Hecht shoot prisoners of war? 

( 
A No. 

Q You said you stopped at the woods. Hem far 

were the ·woods f rom La Gleize? 

A About one kilometer, 

Q Who else was in tho woods? 

A All the hali'-track drivers of the company who 

were l eft . 

u Do I undero tand you to say that only the 

(> drivers were ther e? 

A Y8 s . 

Q Where were the crews? 

A They were fighti ng . 

Q Do you kn°" the accused Oswald Siegnund? 

A Yes , 

Q In whooe vehicl e was he? 

A He was an or dnance man . He was responsible 

for the maintenance of vehicles . 

Q Do you know whei:e he was be tween the 2oth and 

2Jrd of Decem1'er? 

A. Yes , 

Q Where? 

A He was 1n the tank of Corporal Scmrartz. 

(Lott - Direct) 28 9 2 
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Q ere was that tank? 

A From the 21s t to the 23rd it was in La Gleize . 

Q Did anything happen to that tank durine that 

pericx:l.? 

A Well , i t was br oke . 

Q \'Jha t was Siegmund doing? 

.A. He was vrith it . 

Q How- l ong did you remain in the woods in 

La Gleize? 

A From t he 21s t t o the 2Jrd . 

Q Do you kna;r the accused, Th,eo Rauh, R- a-u- h? 

.A. Yea . 

Q I n what c ompany was he? 

A 11t h Company. 

Q What pl a toon? 

A I don , t remembe r t hat . 

Q I/hat were his duties '? 

A Half-track driver.t. 
Q Was he als o one of t he dri vers i n the woods? 

A Yea• 

Q Did you see him in the woods all the time you 

were t here, between the 21st and 23rd of December? 

A Yes. 

Q ~ you ever see any American prisonera of 

war in the woo:ia of La Ol eize? 

A No . 

Q Did you ever s e e any American prisoners of war 

shot in La Oleize? 

A No. 

(Lott- Direct) 
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Q Or in the woods of La Gleize? 

A No. 

CAPTAIN NARVID: Your witness . 

CRCSS !:XAJ!INATION 

QlIBSTICWS BY PROSECUTION (UR . ELCJ,IITl): 

Q Did you ever lm01·, a man by the name of 

Freimuth? 

Yes .0 A 

Q Did you ever see him in La Gleize? 

A Yes • 

Q Was he in the woods on the afternoon of the 

22nd and 23rd? 

A Yes , 

Q Did you ever oee him s hoot American prisoner s 

of war? 

() 

0 No . 

Do you know Her bert Stock? 
( J 

A Yes . 

Q Do you !mow if he i s an accus ed in t his case? 

A Yes . 

Q When did you see St ock for t he last time? 

A On the evening of the 22nd. 

Q In La Gleize? 

J. No , up in the forest with us . 

Q Did you ever see Stock s hoot any American 

prisoners of war? 

A No . 

Q Did you ever hear of St ock shooting American 

(Lott-Cros s) 



prisoners of war? 

A No . 

Q Cn the afternoon of the 18th of December , 

were you in La Gleize? 

A On the 18th of December? 

Q The afternoon of the 18th of O,cember, 194111 

A No . 

Q You were not in La Gleize? 

A No. 

Q Did you see Unterscharfuehrer Klipp on the 

afternoon of the 18th of December? 

A Yes , I saw him. 

Q Where? 

A On the tank , 

Q Did you see him the whole afternoon of the 

18th of December? 

A No. 

Q Then you did not see Armin Hecht the whol e 

afternoon of t he 18th of Dececber either? 

A Yes , I di d see him. 

Q Well, if I tol d you that Armin Hecht rode 

in the vehicle of Unters charfuehrer Klipp, woul d you 

change your answer ? 

A. No. 

Do you deny that Armin Hecht rode in the 

vehicle of Unterseharfuehrer Klipp? 

J. No, I don I t know whether Sergeant Klipp was 

riding in l-lticht 1 s tank . 

Q Vler e you with both Fre imuth and Stock in thfl 

(Lott-Cross ) 



woods on the afternoon of the 22nd of December in 

La Oleize? 

A Freimuth came up to the forest in the 

morning and went back in the afternoon and Stock waa 

there during the evening and just picked up rations . 

Q Then you were not with them all the time, 

is that not right? 

A No. 

Q Were you with Theo Rauh continuously an 

the 22nd of December 19L4? 

A Yes . 

Q You were with him every minute of the day 

on the 22nd of December, 1944, is that correct? 

A. Yes-

Q Do you lmcnr Goedicke? 

A Yes , 

Q Do you kn°" Richter? 

A When I see him I will know him, yes • 

Q Do you not know WoUgang Richter? 

A I don ' t recall at the manent what he looks 

like. lYlen I sse him I will recognize him. 

Q Do you know if he was in your company? 

A Yes . 

Q Did you see Goedicke or Richter on the after-

noon of the 18th December 1944? 

A I don ' t remember exactly, but I do think so , 

on the tank . 

Q Do you kncnr whose vehicle they rode in? 

(Lott-Cross) 
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A In Hecht 1e vehicle . 

Q Who was t he corrun&nder of that vehicle? 

A I don ' t knaH that any more . It was Unter-

scharfuehrer -

Q (Interrupting) Untersoha.rfuehrer Klipp. 

juat told you that, did I not? 

J. Well, I don 1 t knOl'f about l ater , first i t was 

Unterscharfuehrer Fi~cher. 

Q But you did s ee Hecht? 

A I saw Hecht 1a tank. 

Q You stated that you did not see any Amer icans 

in the woods on the day of the 22nd of December, is that 

r ight? 

A Yes, 

Q You. do not knO'lf if t her e were any or there 

were not any . You just did not see t hem, is that right? 

A I know that t hey wer e not there . 

Q How do you kn<nr? 

A Because I was up in tho for est all the time , 

Q Did you cover the enti re woods yourself? 

A Not the whole woods , but the vic i nity where 

the tanks were standing . 

Q So there may have been Americans in the woods 

that day? 

A No . 

liR. ELC7.7Il'lt That i s all , 

REDIJlECT EXAl!IIIATION 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (CAPTAI N NAI\VID), 

Q Did Hecht or Rauh l eave the vicinity in the 

(Redirect-Lott ) 
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woods where you were7 

A Ho . 

CAPTAIN HARVID: That is all. 

MR . ELCMITZ: Nothing further . 

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? 

Appa'!'ently none . The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew 

from the courtroom.) 

/ DEFEHSE COUNSEL : Defense recalls as its 

next witness, Roll Ehrhardt . Captain llarvid, on behalf 

of the Defense will conduct the direc t examination . 

ROLF EHRHARDT, a witness recall ed by the Defense, 

having been previously dul y swam, resumed the stand and 

testifi ed furt her through an interpreter as follows: 

(Wher eupon the quoations , answers and other pro

ceedings were interpreted to the GerMan couns el and 

accused . ) 

PROSECUTION : 'Ihe witness is reminded he is 

still under oath. 

THE WI'IWESS : Yes . 

HEDI F.EC T ElWIINATION 

QUESTIOOS BY DEF'ENSE COONSE!. (CAPr.lIIN NARVID) , 

Q Are you the same Roll Ehrhardt who previously 

teatifi ed in t his trial? 

A Yes , 

Q Where were you on the 19th of December 1944 , 

do ylilu recall? 

A I came to La 0leiz1:1 on t he morning of the 

19th of December 194L. and s tayed there all day. 

(Ehrhardt-Redirect) 



Q Did you. see any Amer ican soldiers in La Gleize 

on that day'? 

A I don I t remember having seen any American 

i,oldiers in La Gl eize on December 19th. 

Q Did you ever pass the church in La Gleize? 

A I wasn ' t in the church but I I»,ssed by i~ . 

Q Do you recall approximately the date and t~ 

you passed the church? 

A I }mow that I went past it once on the 19th 1n 

too afternoon and until the night of the 21st when the break 

was made I passed by it frequent l y . 

Q During all t he occasions when you passed by it, 

did you ever see bodies of American soldiers in t he vicinity 

of the church? 

A I didn I t see any dead .American soldiers near t~ 

church , 

Q Did you see any other dead bodies in front of 

the church? 

A Yes , once on tl'e 22nd, I saw a dead German at 

the wall of the church. 
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Q. Did 7ou ner vhit the area of the •choolhouH at La 

Oleit:ef 

A I waa in the achoolhouH once, but that waa a t night. 

Q. Waa that the only time :,ou were in the area of the echool,.. 

houHf 

A I drove by it only one more time and that vaa the 19th. 

~ Did you ever He an7 bodiea of dead J.meri.:ane there? 

A Ho I I dldn I t aee &117 bodies of dead Americana in this 

echool bouse. 

, Di.4 you ever aee an,. J.merican prilonera of var a t La 

Oleiu 11.t all T 

A l did He prhonera of war at La Oleh:e the 21 at . I beg 

;your pardon, 1t mu.at ha.ve been on the 22nd when 1011.e ,,;,re being 

brought back from Sto\11Dont. 

Q, Did you ever He any •hooting or execution, of .American 

pri eon,r• of wart 

0 CAPTAIN lWlVID1 That ii all . 

RECROSS llAMI!L\TIOII · 

c.tJ]IST I OlTS BT PROSJ:01J'rI051 

Q, You are a g.::iod friend of Peiper ' •• aren •t you? 

A. l could.n I t aq that. I was a corporal at the thae and I 

wouJ.d.n • t deacrlb• ayHlf •• a friend of th• Commanding Offi cer. 

Q, You are a good trhnd ot X:11ncelhoefer 1 e , aren't you? 

A Captain X:lingelhoeter wae -.::,- CompaJQt Oollll&Mer and m:r 
no\ 

eu;,er1or officer and I would/describe bill as• friend either . 

~ On the 19th you ·~ 7ou went to church the fint ~ime; ts 

that correct ! 

A· I dron paot tho e~uroh on tho 19th I ,aid. 

(l How UD1' timH did 7ou vhi t the church after the 19th? 

A I did.n"t Tidt the church at all. I aeulf paned b7 U 

(lhrbardt - .BecroH) 



repeatedl7. 

Q. Bow many tlmee did you pan b;y ltl 

.A It was frequently-about ten or fifteen ti.Ilea. 

Q, Di d you pau on the right aide or the left aide or in 

front of the churchf 

A I went paet the church on the road between the CP ot Col. 

Peiper and Captain Xlingelhoeter end the church was ob the lett. 

Q. Bow many priaoneu of var did you aee in La Oleh:el 

A When I aav the priaoners of war arri•e on the 22nd I saw 

only about 40 of thtllll. 

Q. Is that the moat you ever saw in La Oleh:el 

A Yes. 

Q. Did you ever see an:)' on the road between Stoumont and La 

Gleinf 

J. Ho . 

PROSECUTION1 llo further queetions . 

DEJ'DSE COUNSELJ llotbiJ)f; further from the defense . 

J:XAMIHillON BY THJJ COURT 

Q. You eay the church wae on the left as ;you paued to and 

tro from the two CPef The.t doe sn't mean much to ae . What do ;you 

mean , t hat the church va11 on the left, or where de )'OU mean the 

church was? 

J. Goin,; from the CP of Captain lliqelhoefer to the Cl> of 

Col Peiper the church wae on the left aide . 

Q. Where did you pau with reference to the entrance to the 

church? 

J. I . can 1t 11o.y- where the entrance to the cml;"ch was . I walked 

paet a wall of the ehurch. 

Q. Did you notice 'an entrance throut;h the vall f 

J. •o, tbe -. vall was t oo high, y-ou couldn't see acrou U. 

(lhrhu4' - Oour\) 
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PRESIDDT; J.n:r other que1tiona b;y the Oourtt .Apparently 

not , the wltn1111 11 11xcu111d. 

(Wher eupon the w1 t neu wa1 excuud and withdrew from the 

court r oom. ) 

DDENSE COUNSEL: The DehnH call• a1 l ti next witne u 

Bei nr. Koerner . Captain Narvld on behalf of t he Defenee will conduc t 

the di rec t examination. 

DIBZ XOJ:RHER, called aa a w1tn11 11 for the Defenae, waa duly 

worn and teetified through an Interpreter a a f ollows; 

(Whereupon the que1tion1 , anawera and other proceedings 

were· interpreted to the German oouneel and to the accused. ) 

D=oT EXAM I IIATI OII 

'ltfESrI OHS :BY DEFi.119 (Captain !larvid) : 

Q, Wha t ii y our f ull name ? 

J. Koerner, Beint: . 

Q, What organi1a.tlon, what CompaDJI', what platoon were you i n 

in December 1944? 

A 12th Company, in t he lit Platoon, 2nd Bn., 2nd Reg iment , 

Q, Were you ever in La Olehe? 

J. Tea. 

Q, Do you r ecall when 7ou tlret arrhed there? 

A .April 1 8 first~ 

Q, .&:r e you aura 1t wu i n April T 

.l. It wa, in Dtic•beir. 

Q. Ar• 7ou sure of tnat T 

.l. Yea. 

Q, Where did you stop in La Ohi nT 

A The first t1.m.• I didn 1 t atop i n La Gleiu at al~ , we j u a t 

• paned thro~h. J. 
Q, Did you. •n&a«e 1Jl &IQ' batth wi th the J.mer i ean• on ·t~t IL'"'7 T 

.l. las. 

(l"oerner - Direct) 
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Q. Where wne the J&ericano then? 

A On the morning we bad f i ghting in St~elot and in La 

Gleir:e we were not with the point . At leut 1 pertonally did not 

•nge&• in any tight. 

Q, When you paeaed through La Oleize wa1 there any reeietance 

in La Gleize't 

A Yea. 

Q, Where were the American, then? 

A When we went thr~ugh the1 were on our right and the 

artillery vaa firi ng heavily . 

Q. Did. you eee any .tmerican 1old.ier1 engage in close combo.t 

with you in La Oleiu? 

A Wot on the 18th. 

Q, ~ you know the a ccu eed 01wal.d Siegmund? 

A Tea . 

Q. Did you eee him in La Oleiu? 

A llo, not on the 18th. 

0 Q. Did you see him on t he 20th? 

A Te a . 

Q, Where did you see hi.m.f 

A It va, on the 20th on the r oad between La Olehe 8lld. 

Stoumont where our Campa.DJ'" ••• lyinc. 

Q, Where w~re you there? 

.A. Ve were with our eompan, there in the company area. 

Q. Was Siegmund Yi.th you all of the time? 

A Tea , from in the morn.in« until darkneu I aaw him . 

Q, Waa there &nT Mlerican prhonen in the area there? 

.L Tea , 1 •aw one Maj or and h o soldiers vho were beiD.i; taklln 

away there.-. 

~ You mean an American Major? 

.L Te• . 

290 3 (loer11er - Direct) 
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Q. Did you aee azcy- mhtreatm.ent or 1hootlng of American 

pri •oner• of war on the 20th of Deoember t 

A lo . 

Q. Did you aver see UJY J.mer i can p r isoner• of war 1hot i n 

La Gl ehe t 

A No . 

Q, Or i n the vicini ty of La Gleize l 

A ll o . 

CAPTAIN lURVID: That h all. 

CROSS EX.iMIIW'IOII 

~STI OIIS BY PROSECUTI ON: 

Q. What tlme of da7 was it that ;you pa ned t hroUt;:h La Oleize 

on the 18 th? 

A lloon, 1 2 o 1 clock. 

Q. You 1q 1t was on the 20th that you aaw an .lmerican Maj or 

who wa1 a priaoner of war and two other aol41era T 

A lio; I 1aw them in that vicinity, but the Maj or that.wa1 

on the 211t. 

Q. Were you and Siegmund in the tame ~ompany-t 

A No. 

Q. What kind of vehicle was Siegmund driTingl 

.A. I don 1 t know. I Jut aaw ht. on that particular da:,. Be 

Ju.at o...,_I 4on 1 t know 1fflich Tehicle he waa riding in. 

Q. What rank wa1 Shpund.T 

A Sergeant. 

Q. Where did you firat He hia on the 20thT 

A At noon about 12 o Iclock. 

Q. What member. of 70ur ouv Yere with you at that t1mef 

J. There vere .._,rtcan tenh there and. bad the order t o ele• 

tho"• up, ·eo I wa• b7 aey-Hlt . 

~ Did. Siegmund help 7ou clean tboH upf 

(Xoerner - Direct) 
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.A. no. 

Q. He didn 1 t at81" with ;you all afternoon, did heT 

.l Well, he did remain there. Those little barrack• dovn 

there , we had our meala dovn there. 

PROSECUTION; That ii all, 

DEFJ:NSE COUNSEL; Nothing on redirect examination. 

PRESIDENT; Any questiona by the Court T Apparently not, 

the witnfln is excuaed• 

. (IIIZREUPOll the witnen wae excueed and wi thdrelf from the 

court room. ) 

DD'ElfSlil COUNSEL; The Defenae calla as 1ta next w1 tneu 

Walter Landfried. Dr . L..r on behalf of the Defense will conduct 

t he direct u amination. Dr. Leiling would like to concl ude with a 

f ew queat1ona. 

WALTER LABTIFRIED,. called ae a witne u f or the Defense , waa du]J' 

aworn and teatitied through an Interpre ter a1 f ollove: 

(Whereupon the qu-,ationa, anevera and other p roceedings 

were interpr•ted t o the German eounael and t o the accused , ) 

DIRECT nAIIIJu.TION 

~S'rIOIIS BT DDEIISli (Dr . Leer) I 

~ State your naa• to tha Oourt1 

.l Landfried. 

Q, Your fint J:1.U.e? 

.A. Walter. 

Q. Your former unit and r ank? 

.l Corporal in the Hea.dquartera Company, Panzer Regiment 1, 

LSSAII. 

Q. J.r• you a prisoner of war a t th• present timel 

.l Yee. 

Q. Wherel 

A In Dachau. 

(Lu.Urie4 • Direct ) 
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Q, Do y.ou r emember the time of the .lrdennu Oftenaivel 

A Tee. 

Q, Do 7ou remember Oheneuxl 

A Yea. · 

Q, Did you experience an, air t.ttack• there? 

A Yes. 

Q, When vae that f 

A That vaa in the afternoon of December 18, 1944. 

Q. What did you do duri ng that attack? 

A We put our half-track in covar--we bad one of 2ihe first 

houaea in Oheneux--and waited the attackl atterva.rd1 . Mhr one 

of thoH attacks 1 bandaged one of my wounded comradu and later 

went to the half-track Yith him . 

Q, Were you then in Oheneux during the air at t&eke f 

A Yea. 

Q, J.'bout how lon,; did theae air attack• laatt 

1
J. The attack• t ook about an hour or two. 

Q, llow l ong after the attacks were o·n r did you inove out 

~ainf 

A It waa about twent7 or twent7-f1T1 ainutu after the air 

attack• that we proceeded on. 

Q llid 7ou He Col Jl'eiper after 7ou lefU 

-'. Yu. 

Q, Can 7ou tell ua wharet 

A Ve bad been drhtnc on a • 14• r oad and aa we hit the main 

road Ool Peiper wa1 1tand1ng in a pill bo:r. outlide ot Obeneu:r.. 

Q, Ybich edge of ton. are 7?U tali:1nc about T 

.A. The edge of town before we bit Oheneux. 

Q. Can. 7ou g iTe the 4.ireotion thin ? 

J. J'o. 

Q. Do 7ou know who Col Peiptr r od• with troa then onT 
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Yea. 

Who witbT 

.. _Lt Col Peiper together Yi th 2nd Lt KrauH mounted rq SPW 

and we then went into Cbeneu.z: , pa.it Cheneux on the main road into 

a foreat. On that main road va made a right turn and continued on. 

Since the bridg:e va, out we had to turn around and at t he t ime we 

turned around Lt Col Peipi,r got out of Ul1' vehicle and mounted the 

vehicle of Ma.Jor Die:tenthal, I think. We turned around and went 

and mo'V'ed back about t wo or three vehiolea behind Major Diefenthal . 

Q, Can you give u, the app r oximate time when Col Peiper 

changed vehicluT 

A !lo , but it vaa night . 

Q, Was it completel ;y dark by then? 

A Yea, 

Q. J'rom Cheneux until he got out did Col Peiper ever get 

into any other vehicle? 

A No . 

Q. Did :,ou ever atop along your VB¥? 

A No . 

Q. Bow many timea durin& t hat 0:tfen11Te did Col Pe iper ride 

in ;your vehicle? 

A He r ode with me onl7 that one time , that h why 1 can 

ruember it veey well. 

Ill. LXi:R1 I ba'l'e no fur t her que1tion1. 

DD'DSI COlJlfSm.1 Dr. Leillng . 

Ill • . WLilfGt I am 1orr7 I ban dilturbed the general or der 

of queatlonlng in thh ca1e, but the vl t ne 11 wa1 linca in the ho tpltal 

and r wanhd to call hla fiefore. 

IµllC! nANil'ATION (Oont 1d ) 

Ql!ISTIONS l!T DR, LJ:ILING1 

C. I would. lllce t o direct your attention t o the 1? December 

(Landfried. - Direct) 
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1944, Did 7ou lee the accused Or uhle on that day? 

.&. Tea. 

Q. Where did 7ou ue hi.ml 

A I t waa about 1500 hour , on the 17 December 1944 . 

Q. Where ? 

A I t waa i n a location about three or four loca tion, weat of 

1!uellingen. 

Q, What happen ed at that spot? 

A The belf-t r ack of Sgt. Billig had bogged down and we had 

t o atop i n order to pull him out . And duri n& that t i me Captain 

Gruhle came along, paaeed ut by and got stuck in the mud himself . 

Be talked to 2nd Lt Xrauae and asked ua to pull h im out. We puehod 

Cap t ain Oruhle 1 1 car out and he droTe on. Atter that we pulled 

Sgt. Hill1g 1 11 vehicl e on and we dro·n on. 

Q. What direction did Grub.le come from? 

J. Captain Oruhle came from the direction of Buellingen. 

Q. At that time waa your half-track in front of Zimmerman I a 

0 half-track or behind ttt 

0 .. I wa, in front of Zimmerman 1 1 half-track lookin& at it 

f rom the p oint. 

Ill, LJIILI!i01 •o further queation,. 

IID'U"U COUNSJ:tl Tau ll&J' croH. 

CROSS EX.lllIUTIOll 

QlmSTIOIS BY PROSECU'l'!Ol1 (Mr . novi t&)I 

Q. Can you eetimate the time that elapsed from the time Peiper 

gti in 7our vehicle UDtil h& lett UT 

A Ko, but it wa.1 gettin« dark when Peiper got in.to our 

vebiele and qui h dark at night when be got out at it. 

q Wa• ha in 7our vehicle fo r half an hour? 

j, •o, aore. 

q Bow lozi« '!oul.d you Htim&te it wa,. an hour? 
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.l. I can't aay an;r more. I can1 t remember thh ti.11.e any more. 

Q. But it waa gettiii« darlr:: when he tint got into the vehicle, 

hnI t that correct T 

A Yea. 

Q, .A.nd ;you only traveled a hw lilometera from the plfl.Ce where 

he got i n t o the p l ace where he got out? 

A We drove from thia town of Cheneux along the main road 

through a for eat and on the main road we drove on along the right, 

I don 1 t know how many kilometere . 

KR. ELOWITZ1 That ii. all. 

CAPTAllil' SHUMACKER1 If the Court pleaae, Protecution 

requeete perainion that I cron examine the witness on the aecond 

subject about which he tHtified. 

DD'ENSl: COUllSEI.1 l!lo objection. 

CROSS JJWIIHATION (Oont'd) 

Q.UESTIOBS :BY PROSECUTIOJl (Captain Shumaclcer) I 

Q. You sq that ;you helped Gruhle get out of the mud where 

hi• vehicle became s tuck a few kilometere WHt of ltuellingenT 

.l. Three to five kilometer• I •&id. 

Q. That was on the 17 December 1944? 

... YH . 

Q, .And a1'ter 7ou got hi.a out of the mud hole bh vehicle 

left and procHded weeterl7 ahead of your ·nhieleT 

.A. Tea. 

Q. .And when 7ou got to the cron r oad• ;youraelf there were 

Geraan. eold.iers atill in the field shooting the American, who 

pretended to pq dead.-

Ill. LEEB.1 I object t o thh: thh wa• not part of the 

direct e:uaination. 

WT,A.IN SBUMACD:R1 Ir the Court please , the purpOH 

obTio~sl;r of the witneH' tnti.aoay h to utablteh an alibi for 

Oruhle b7 1bowinc that h9 couldn't han been at th• eroH roe.~• when 

2sag 
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~ abooting took place. Ir that h not the purpoH• ve aove that 

the wi tnua I testimony b, atricken becauae it ii ab1olutel7 inalevant 

aa to whether Oruhle got atuck in a mud hob 6 k1lometen weat of 

lru.ellingen . 

PRllSlDENTi The objection h ,uatained . You Yill have to 

allk the question in another form. 

Q)IllS'l'IOBS llY PROSECUTI ON ( Capt . Shwnacker) (Cont 1d.)i 

Q. When you got to the crou roads were German aoldiera •till 

in the fie l d shooting .Americana who pretended to play dead? 

A Tea. 

CAPTAI N SBUM.lcn:R1 Tba.t h all. 

PRESI DDT1 J.ny queati ona b7 the d.efeue? 

DD'ENSJl COUNSE.1 Dr . L eer , 

BEDI REC<r EXAMI IIAT I ON 

'<llESTI ONS BY THE DllFllllSJl (Dr . Leer ) I 

, On December 18 did it get dark. already at 1600 houri? 

J. It was dark already at four t o four-thirty t hat dlcy . 

m. LEER, Thank you. 

FRJ:SIDlll'l'1 J.ny other queatione! 

DDDS:& COUHUL1 Bothi~ further. 

PUSIDDT1 .Azq quntiona by the Courtl Appari!ntly not, 

the witw, ss i s e:xcuaed, 

!he Court Yill receu until 1030. 

(llhere11pon t he Court t ook a receu at 1002 hours.) 
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C'1eroupon at 1030 houra the Court rttconvemd .) 

PRESIDENT: Ta.kB see.ta . The court will come to order . 

PROSECUTION1 Ir the Cour t please , l et the record shc.iw 

that all the memb!lrs or the Court , a.11 the members of tho Pronou

tion v.i th the exception of Capt . Shwraoker l'lho is absent on butineaa 

for the Prosecution and Cnpt . ByrM who ha.o been excused by ver be.l 

order by the Commanding General , al l the mombers of the Defense 

with the exception of Mr. Vlll l tera , Dr . Pfister who are absent on 

( busineaa of the Defe nse , a. 11 of t he defendants and the repcrter a.re 

l present . 

(_ DEFE!iSE: The Dnfense recalls u its next witness Paul 

Buth . Ca.pt. »J.r vid , on behalf of the Defense, will oonduot the 

di rect exl!I.Illina.tion. 

PAUL BUTH , recalled a.a a witneaa for the Defense, testifi ed 

further through a.n interpretBr as follows 1 

PROSECUTI ON , The witmss lo reminded that he is still 

under oo.th . 

REDIRECT EXAJU l!ATION 

QUESU O!IS BY DEFENSE (CAl'T, NAR VID), 

Q Are you the same Paul Buth -di.o previoualy testified 11.t this 

trial? 

A Yes . 

Q 1hre you ever 1n le.Gleiz.e 7 

A Yee . 

Q Do you reon.11 \Tlen7 

A It was the 20th up to the 23rd. 

Q Am. wh at rnontb7 

A De.oember 1944 . 

DEFEN~E ( CAl'T , NARVID), ffl.11 the Court please ask No . 36 

and ~ t o sta.nd up? 

(P&ul Buth - Redit'Elot) 



(Vllere upon the accused Nos . 36 a nd 54 s t ood up . ) 

~ESTIONS BY DEFENSE (CAPT , NARVID), 

Q Can you identify l:O. 54? 

PROSECUTION1 If the Court p l eaae , "'e object to this a.a 

lesding. 

PRESIDENT: The objection is sustained . 

DEF'ENSE (CAPT. NARVID) 1 I withdraw the question. 

PR'SSIDENT1 I will remark right now that that prooodure 

for identification is highly i.JT,proper and you shoul d realhe thot . 

DEFENSE (CAPT. NARVID ) 1 I beg the Court ' s pardon. It 

wu my impression th1:1.t it was d one be fo r e ; that oounisela3ked some

body to go t up , in the last seui on . 

PRF. SIDENT I Proooedo 

~ESTIONS BY DEFENSE (CAPT, NARVID), 

Q Do you know the a.ooused Erich Rumpf? 

A Yes . 

Q \"10 was he during the Eife l Offensive? ',ihat were his0 
n duties? 

( A He wu the Campany Oonmo.nder of the 9th Panzer Pioneer 

Canpe.ny. 

Q And do you know tho accused J.1autG? 

A Yes 0 

Q What ""'9re his duth,t 

A He wa s Ccmps.ny medio in the 9th Panzer Pi oneer Company. 

Q Could you i dentify both of theee accused? 

A Ye:. . 

Q How t:a.ny times d i d you 80'8 th,m during the Eife l 0ffonsiw7 

A I can ' t say exactl y how mAny timos . 

Q Wllll, did you l'lee them mbr e than once? ' 

A Yes . 

(Buth - Ril,d l rect} . 
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sh-- 3 Q Do you kn0'1 them very well by sight? 

A Yes . 

Q Have you ever spoken to them? 

A Yea . 

Q Would you identity theo by taking a. l ook a.t your le:rt and 

telling the Cour t -what number ~ thoy woa.r? First identify tho aooused 

Rumpf. 

A Yea , Rumpf 1a llo . 54. 

Q And Maute? 

PRESIDE.'ITi The witness may stand up to see better. 

A ?lumbe r 36. 

Q Did you 11oe l!aute in laOleiu at any time? 

A Yes . 

Q 111.en did you see him? 

A I we.a together with him in the oo llar in le.Glehe . 

Q l'lhat was Maute doing in t h11 oellar? 

A He tre ated the wounded, when there was any . 

Q V'1at -nera, you doing in the cellar ? 

A I took shelter in the oel lnr • 

Q lily? 

A Because of the artillery fire • 

Q How long were you in this cellar? 

A I ~· in the cellar f'r<ln the 20th up t o the 23rd . 

Q And •s Maute in the oellar· during all t.hi:I tilr.e? 

A I don' t keow if he was there a.11 the time, but moat of t h() 

time he was in the ce llar . 

Q. Did yo u ever see Lt. Rumpf ent,n the eel!ar ? 

A Ye s . 

Q Do you recall when that llll.s? 

A That tie. a on the 22nd of December . 

Q About what ti• , do you l'eoa.117 Morning, a.fter noon or 

(Buth • Redireot ) 
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evening? 

A It ,ms a.ta.bout noon. 

·~ About haw ma.ny 11ere in the oella.r at tha.t time? 

A I oan 1 t giw you the exa.ot number . Aooording to my 

e.stirnu.te, about t•nty. 

Q How many or them were wowtded 'l 

A There were at least six woundod in the oolla.r. 

Q 'Ml.at was Maute doing at that tlme'l Do you reoa.ll'l 

A No 1 I didn't wa.toh Maute oontinuou!!ly in the cellar. 

~ Then Rumpf - ,hen Rumpf entered, were you close by then'l 

A Yes . 

Q Did you .see Rumpf ta.lk to Maute at a.ny tl..me7 

A No . 

Q Duri~ the time Rwnpf was in the cell&r 1 did you see Rump£ 

&nd Uaute a.11 that tim.,T 

A No I lat Lt . Rumpf oama into the oo lla.r and asked me -where 

the vehicles were and whethe r they were oamouf111.ged . 

Q And what else 'l 

A. llothing else . 

Q \1111.t did Rumpf do after that? 

A Rumpf then left the cellar a.gain . 

Q Did Rumpf t.a&y anything to anybody in tne cella.r a.bout 

pri soner.!I of wa.r? 

A no . 

Q Did Rumpf ae.y anything in the oell&r about an execution 

detail? 

Q Did you ever leave the cellar with Maute? 

.a ,Yes. 

Q · \'lnenT 

A That was in the evening. 

(Buth - Redirect) 
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sh -G Q lli.er e did you go? 

To the ohuroh, to our wou nJed . 

Q About how .ny wollllded 1'!9re ther e in the ohuroh? 

A I estinate eighty to o. hundred. 

DEFENSE (CAPT. UARVlD) 1 That is all . 

RECROSS EX}.l!INA.TION 

QUESTIONS BY PRDSECUTION1 

Q On the 22nd of De oo rnber , Buth , were you a h,a.ys in the 

0 oellar? 

A I have a.lroa.dy said tho.t I left the ce llar i n the evening. 

0 Q. How long were you gone ? About how long? 

A Between - a.bout 20 minutes . 

Q Did you aver l aave on any other occo.sion on the 22nd? 

A N-, t fo r more than that period of time . I c ould have left 

the ce llar f or about two minutes at the mo at . 

PROSECUT ION , If the Court please , the next questions I 

0 am going to ask this witness ia for the purpose or atto.cking his 

0 crec\ibi lity. I want to announoe it beforehand. 

() LAWMEUBER1 Is thtrc, arcy necfluity for warning him a.bout 

ae lr-incrimination? 

PROSECUTI ON: No . I take that back, I d'l.ould.n't han i,aid , 

no. I boliew he shou l d be warned that it is self- incriinimting . 

LA.W MEXBER1 The next few questioas which wil l be a.skctd by 

the Prosecution are for th& pu r pose of attacking yow- c r edibility. 

You are wurnctd by the Court that you do not hava to answer the ques• 

ti ona if they t ond to inorimitl!lto you. It is your pc,noaal pr i vilege , 

and you nay or may not a.nswor th~m a.a you see fit, on the ground 

• that the anners ma.'y incriminate you . Do ,you understand that? 

m: TNESS BUTR I Ye a • 

(Buth • Recr oi,11) 



~UESTI:lllS BY PROSECUTIONt 

Q 1'hat cage are you held priaoner h6 re in Dachau? 

Q Do you know Ebeling , who ia & pr isone r of war there? 

A Yes . 

Q Do you knowJ.:essner , who ha pr isoner of war there? 

A Yes . 

~ And you know Adolf, vho ia a prisoner of VB,r there, don' t 

you?
0 

Yes . 

~ Isn't it a fact that two or three days a io that - because 

you believed that i!esaner waa a stool pigeon - you a!lid that he 

should be beaten, and that he would be bumped off? 

A I newr •id any auoh th ing . 

Q And isn' t it also true that both you and Ebeling discussed 

the oi roums tanoes aurrounding the us8 that Messner was put to at 

Sch"6ebisoh Ho. 11, and that you s u6geated that a r ore should be put 

on llessner 1 s bed to show what he could expect?

0 A I belie\-e tho.t the comrades have a. very vivid phantasy. 
(_) 

Wil l you answer the queation? 

A I discussed that with Eba ling one time, but I don ' t kno w 

anything for .surs about this matter . 

Q .ii.nd di dn 1 t ygu both say tnat , "Wo will beat ~nnsr", and 

that Ebe U ng said, 11 Be will aeon be bumped off anyhow"? 

D~ENSE (CAPT. NA.RVID): I obj,ot , pl ease the Court . I 

don ' t see how this a.ffeota hi.s credibility. It does not involve 

the o.oouaed . It only relates to a thi r d party, not a party to this 

action at all in thh case . It isn't material , and it doesn't 

arreot oJ·edib ility o.s to what he snid about certa in ;witnesses . He 

la not bsing cross exe.mined about certain admi11si ons or etatemento 

(Buth - Roctou) 
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he mtlde regarding the aoouaed , inconsistent with what he testified 

to today. 

PR0SECUTI0U: If the Court please, I believe on or ou 

examiMtion you can go into many fiftlda to llhow int&r est , biaa and 

pr ejudice of a witness , and that 1e what I am trying to do . I am 

t r ying to show that because of hia interest B.nd prl:'ljudicea, &11d his 

bia. a in this p&rtioular set of faota that the t e stimony of this wit

ness cannot be relied upon . 

DEFENSE (CAPT. NARVID), llo inter est of this accused ha.a 

been shown o r bias r e l ating to the accused . No i nconsistency haa 

been brought out betwoen - aa to what he testified to today or WI.at 

he ml ght have testified or written previoudy, therefore , ther e is 

no attack on hia credibilit y wha.taoe-ver. Furt hermore , if it pl ease 

t he Cour t , I migh t a dd that he waa a witness fo r the P r osec ution. 

PRESIDENT : The obj ec t i on 1a overruled . 

PROSEC-UTI ON (To re porter) : Now. will you please read be.ok 

the l ast question , if it wasn 1 t answere d, 

('ttlereupon the last question by tll.e Prosooution was read by the 

reporter.) 

(l QU ESTIONS BY THE PROS ECUTIQrJi 

A No . 

PROSECUTION 1 'l'he. t is all t he questions on this partioula r 

pha.ae. 

QUESTI0 1'1S BY THE PROSBCUTI ON1 

Q Do you know the accused Nl,vu , of the 3r d Pan%er Pioneer 

Company1 

A No , 

Q Do you know Jake l of the 3r d P&n%er Pioneer Compe.cy1 

A No . 

Q Do you kngw Joa.ohim Uotmau of the '5rd Panter Pioneer Company1 

( Buth - Recrou) 



Tl.-338 
sh-8 A Yes . 

~ Did you Site him in the oellar there in la.Gleize on the 

22nd? 

A No . 

Q l'buld you denv that he wa.a there in the oellar on the 

22nd? 

A No , I oouldn1 t deny it. 

PROSECUTION1 Ir the Court phue, may v,e have Ja.keland 

Neve stand up? 

PRESIDEllT: Yes • 

('?!hereupon the aooused Jikel and Neve lll&re directed to stand up.) 

QUESTIONS BY THE PROSECD'TION1 

Q Did you He oither one ol' these aooused on the 22nd of 

Deoomber i n la.Gle he? 

A No . 

PROSECUTION, That hall . 

PRP.SIDENT1 Any further questions by the De fense ? 

DEFENSE : Nothing furthe r on redi rect • 

PRESIDENT I Any qll!I ationa by the Court? £.pparently none , 

the witne ss is exouaed . 

(¥hereupon tile soouaed witneu withd r ew.) 

DEFENSE, The De f ense oe.lls aa its next witoesa Theo 

Gernt . Dr . Leiliug , on behalf ot the Defense, will oondw, t the 

THEO OERNT, oalhd aa a witneu for the De fense, being first 

duly sworn , testified thrrugh an int.e r pr ete r as fo ll ows 1 

DIRECT EXAM IN.\.TION 

~UESUONS BY DR?'ENSE (DR. IJIILI NG} 1 
0 

Q Vhat is your l'lllllll9? 

A Oernt,. Theo • 

• Q 'Miioh unit did you bll l ong }o in Decembe r 1944? 

(Oernt - Direot) 



A Headqll!L rters Canpany, LSSAH . 

Q Pleaoe sta.te your unit again w.lthoi.rt any a.breviationa? 

A Headquarters Company, Reoonnaidnoe Battalion , l.eibsta.ndarte , 

Adolf Hitler . 

Q 'i'tia.t was yoll" l a.at ra nk? 

A Tsoh/Sergea.nt . 

¼ere was Knittel ' a C.P. on the 21st of December? 

A The CQnm!lnd Poat of Kni tta l we.a in a. ho use on the road, one 

kilorootor \'9st of Stavelot , on the 21st or Deoeni>t1r 1944 . 

Q l'hioh pa.rt of thh hous i, ? 

A The Com:rand Poat was l ooa.tc,d in the cellar or the house. 

Q Where were you, yourself, during thi a particular dayT 

A I was also in the cellar of thi s house , in the same r oom. 

Q r.!l.a.t were yow- duties? 

A It was my duty to be alwa.ya in the vicinity of the CoDln!a.nde r , 

and to take ca.re of the security of the Conma.nd Poat . 

Q Vfler e vas the accused Knitte l on the 21st of December ? 

A The Conmander was in t he oellar of this house, that is , in 

the Con.-na.nd Post , all day long . 

Q Yihom. do you mta. n by 11 Corrma.ndor 11 7 

A Knitte l . 

Q How l ong was he in 1he Cctnmand Poat ? 

A All day l ong. 

Q How do you know tha t? 

A Beoa.use I was the re &l 1 day l ong myse l f . 

DEFENS~ (DR . UULINO): No further questions . 

PR0S:SCUTI 0U I No c r oaa exa.lUina.tion . 

PRE!iIO ENT 1 Any questions by the Court? _.,ppare utly none , 

the witness ia excused. 

{i'tl-, r 9upon t he excused witne11° w1 thdrew ~ • 

DEPitNSE I The Defense oalls as - rec,a.11 s u its uext wi tneu 

(Gernt - Dil"'eot ) 
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Albert Gerri ck. Col. Dwine ll, on behalf or the Defense, will oon

duot the direct examine.tion. 

ALBEB:T GERWICK, reoe.lled as a witness for the Defense, testi

fied further through a.n interpreter a.a folloWS, 

PROSECUTION, The witnen ta reminded that he is still 

under oa th . 

REDIRBCT EXAMIWI..TION 

QUEST I ONS BY DEFENSE (LT, OOL. DWINELL) , 

Q Vihat h your name? 

A Albert Genriok . 

During the Eifel Orrensivo , to what un.it did you belong? 

To the loth Canp.ny . 

Q l'iho was your Canp&ny Ccmmander? 

A 1st Lt . Preuu. 

Q ti'h.ere were you on the 16th of December 19447 

A Buellingen. 

Q In the morning er i n the afternoon? 

A I n the morning. 

Q I will read you from the testimony in t his case, on page 

948 of the reoord, being the teati.n1ony of a "1.tmu, Karl Huebler, 

"Toward s the end of Bue l linge na l ready Rottent'uehrer Brecht came 

towards us w:t.th two Ame r ican pri 11one r 11 of ~r. He we.a oo:ning frOlll 

the direction of the gas dump , whioh 'fllllS looa.te d on the left nHr 

t he exit fran the town . Rot tenf'Uehrer Breoht sent the two pr la oner s 

of war on a fie l d and shot them in the 1-ok , f r om a distance of 

about fifteen meters" . What do you know about th&t? 

.!. That ,e took two pr isoner s in the airfield, in front of 

Bue l lingen , and that we tllTned them ove r to somebody on a t r uok in 

Buel lingen. On this ,truck :tt ere were already 20 to 26 p r isoners . 

Q Yfl,m you say, "we took the pr isonera" , 11h?m are you r 8te r-

ring to? 

(Gvwiok - Direct) 



A The crew of our half traok vehio la• 

\lls Brecht in your crew? 

A Yes . 

During W'l.a.t par t of the morning of the 17th of Deoemhtlr 

Hl44 did you see Br echt? 

A He MU a.lwa.ys with us . 

Q Did you see Brecht on the 17t.\.i. of Decembe r 1944 shoot 

prisoners of war? 

A No . 

Q Now. you say that1 "\le took the prison, rs and delivered

0 them to a. tru c k" . Who de l i.·,rered the pr isoners of -.r to a. truck? 

0 A Cpl . Brecht. 

Q Did you see him do tha.tt 

A Yes . 

Q With refer ence to yo ur SPW, Wle r e \liliS the truolc'l 

A The truck was standing on t he rightha.nd side of the road • 

Q After the p:-isoner s of -...nr "-" r e de livered , d i d you eee 

\'lhat Br ech t did 'l 

0 A Yes . 

(I Yh at d i d he do? 

A Ha pick!,d up some ge. a and l ate r on I re fue l ed. 

!low f ar a.way d11 Brecht go f or the fue l ? 

A About tifte en mete r s • 

Q Did you sae him all the tirreT 

A Yes . 

Q And after the r efueling, what happened? 

A The n 1"' moved out of Bue llinge n. 

Q \'ills Breoht wi th you wh.en you mow d out of Buellingen? 

A Yes . 

DEFENSE. ( LT. COL. O\TnlilJ..) : Mo fu r th8r queation1 • 

(Oor wiok - Direot} 
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Rll:ROSS EXAMI NA.TIOJ.l 

~ti KSTI Ol,S BY ? RCSECUTION: 

Q \\her e did you say you drovo the se two pr isoners that 

you are r efe rring to ? 

A Mea r the airfield. 

Q Now, the airfield - ia that before Buellingen er after 

Bue llinge n? 

A Before Buo llingo n. 

Q And you don't know anyth ing about those two prisoners that 

Br echt t.ook: at the end or Buellinge n, do you? 

0 A No . 

l PROSECUTION 1 Ho rorth'!l r questions . 

REDIRECT J:XAJlINA.TION 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE , (LT . COL. DWINl!LL) 

Q How n&1y priaoner s or wa.r did Brecht take in Bus lli ngen 

altogether? 

A Only tl'IO, the ones on the airfield . 

Q At e.ey time, on the 17th of Decembe r, did Br echt take 

l\ any other prisoner s than the two that you just testified about? 

l A No. 

DEFENSE (f.T. COL. DWINELL) 1 No further ques tions . 

PROSECUTION1 No furth11r question:, . 

PRESIDENT1 Any quutions by the Court? Apparent l y none , 

the witne sa is exou:ied . 

(illhoreupon the exouaed witbe u withdr ew.) 

(Oenri~k - Redireot) 



DE!l'ENSE (Colonel Everett) : The defense , at this time, 
. R- JJ~ -1 

desires to introduce further evidence vrhi.ch will be stipulated by 

Colonel Dwinell. 

DEFENSE (Colonel Dwinell) : It is stipulated by andr 
batvreen the counsel for the prosecuti on and the counsel f or the 

{ defense that ii the witnesses Kurt Kram.'ll and Eberhardt Kinderman 

and Hein~ Birnsheim were p resent in court they would testify that 

Defense Exhibits , for identification, D- )7 , D- 38 , D- 39, D- 40 and 

D- L.l are sketches showinr with reasonable accuracy the relative 

posit ions of American and Germ::m forces at the dates and the places 

indicated thereon. For the record, the sketches are drawn in blue 

and r ed colors and the person who drew the skotches meant the red 

to indicate American forces and the blue to indi cate Gennan forces . 

{ PROSEX:UTICN : I t is so stipulated . 

DEFEllSE (Colonel Everett) : The defense r ests at this 

point . 

PRuSIDSNT: Has the prosecution anythinP further to 

offer? 

PROSIDUTION (Col onel Ellis) : The prosecution does 

have somethi ng further to offer and calls Hr . Ellowi tz - - recalls 

W' . Ell owi tz . 

}.ffi , ELLm7IT'Z, recallD4 as a witness for, the prosecution, 

resumed the stand,' "as rnminded that he was still under oath before 

(KllO\'dtz - Di!llc t) 
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R-__- 2 the court and testified throurh ti".e ~nte:rpr eter as follows: 

RE DIJUX:T IDCAl.!INA \'ION 

QUESTIOl:S !.lY THE PROSECUTIOII (Col one l Bl.lis) , 

Q Are you the same Alr . Ell owitz that ha s previously 

testifiod i n t hi s cas e ? 

A I am. 

Q Were you present in court when the accu1:1ed liortshei m 

testified? 

0 
Q Do you recall his testimony? 

Yes . 

Q Did you par t i cipate in t he 1nterr ora t ion of Marts-

he i.m in Sclrtrabische Hall? 

A Yes . 

Q Did you ever beat or cause Mortsheim to be beaten at 

Schwabische Hall? 

A I did not. 

0 PROSF.CUTION (Colonel El lis) : You may cross- examine . 

H RE CROSS- EXAl!I NA TI ON 

QUES TIOllS BY 1'Hl! DEFENSE (Captain Narvid) , 

Q Did lfortsheim ever ad.mi t to you that he had shot a 

prisoner of Ytar? 

A He nade a statement to me that he had shot an Amer-

ican whom he lmew was a ttemptinr to i,urrender . 

Q Did he use the word 11 lmew11 ? 

A He said that he knew that the American was a.ttemptine 

to surrender and he stated the r~asons ~why he knew it . 

Q Do you recall whether he used the expression tha"t he 

11 ••• aasW!led that t his man was an Ameri can priaoner of war , •• 11 ? 

(Ellowitz - Direct) 



A If I recall correctly, he said that he knew fro:n all 
R-__- J 

tho facts that the American Yre.s a ,temptinp to surrender . 

DEF.EMSE (Captain l!arvid) : If it please the court, 

haven ' t a copy of the record with me , but I bolieve that the 

c ourt will be able to deterru.no tho wor dB that ,vere u13ed .from 

the record. 

!AW IOOIBER : Well, t his is a matter of argument, any-

way. 

DEFE'!SE (Captain Narvid) : We have no further que!Jtions . 

PRESIDE.~~T : Any further questions by the defense? 

DEFENSE (Colonel Everett): We have nothi nr further 

O· on cross . 

PRESIDENT: Is there anythinr: further by the prosecu-

tion? 

PROSEX::UTIOIJ (Colonel Ellis) : no furth er que~tioru:. , 

PRESIDENT: Are there any furthor questions of this 

witness by any member of the court? Apparen t ly not , the witness 

i s excused, 

0 (Whereupon, there beinr, no further questions , the wit

nees was excused and resumed his seat . ) 

PROSEXmTION (Colonel Ellis) : The prosecution recalls 

as i ta next td tness • Kirschbaum, 

UR . KIRSCHBAUM, . a witnes s for the prosecution vras re 

called, reminded that he ,,.as still under cath before the court , 

and testified throurh the interpreter o.s f ollo,1s: 

REnIRD:T &XA M!NATION 

Q1fE'-;TICNS BY TH& PRl)SS::UTION (Colonel Ellis): 

Q Are you
0 

the same lir, Kirschbaum that has previou~ly 

testified in th i s case? 

' (Ellowitz - Cross / Kirschbaum - Direct) 
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A Yes , I am. 

R-__-4 
Were vou oresent in court, d·Jrin,. the test:l.mony M.ven 

by the accused Llortsheim? 

A I was . 

Q Dp you r ecall the substance of his testimony? 

A I do . 

Q Now, did you participate i n the interrogntion of ?torts-

heim i n Schwabische Hall? 

0 

A I did , 

Q Did he make any statement in your ' presence? 

A He did . 

Q Vias thi s an oral or a written statement?

{ In ,n-itine. 

Q Durinp- the takin of 'ortshe1m ' s statement, did you 

suooly to l'or tsheim the 8X'Oress1on 11 ,, . I assume that he wanted 

to surrender , ., 11 , wi t h r espec t to t he prisoners t hat he was sup 

posed t o have nrurd~red and whi ch he mentioned in that sta t ement? 

A I d i d not, 

Q Were you p re5ent in court , when the wi tneas Zimmer 

0 testified? 

A I was , 

Q Do you recall his tea timony? 

A I do , 

Q Do you recall what he told you - no, strike that - -

di d you participate in the interroe;ation of Zimmer a t Schwabische 

Hall? 

A I did , 

Q What was the substance of that i nter ro pation? 

A Well, i t was concerninp the i nc i dents in Wenne , that 

was one pa.r t of the i nterropation , and t hEi other pa r t i nvolved 

( l 

(Kirschbaum - Direct) 



the accua'?d Aupust Tonlc: he so.1 d that Tonk had returned from re

R- _ _ -5 connaissance with two j a rs of rood and had repor t ed back to hi3 

Con:pany Commander with these two j ars of .food, s ayi nr that two 

civilians had had to pay .for it. Whan Zimmer took the witness 

stand for the defense, he claimed that I had supplied one par

t 1 cular sentence t o him, s i nce he had only over heard part of the 

conver sa t ion . 

Q What di d Zi.mnl!r tell you about the i ncident, when you 

questioned him? 

A When we int err ogated him, he told me that he had hea rd , 

over hea rd rather, t he whole c onversa tion invol ving Tonk, at the
{ 

tine t hat Tonk had reported back vrith these two j ars of food - Tonlc 
( 

had just r eported back from a reconnaissance to Stavelot and he 

distinctly used the words in German whi ch mean: 11 • •• two civili ans 

had to pay f or i t . . . 11 • 

Q When did Zimme r JM.ke thi s statement to you? 

A It was when he was i nterr oeated i n Schwabische Hall, 

Germany . 

PROSECUTION (Colonel Ellis) : You may cross- exa~ne. 

RECROSS ElCAMINATION 

QUESTIONS HY THE DEmlSE (Can tai n Narvid): 

Q In other word.a , when Zimmer testified under oa th in 

this court, he wasn ' t telling the truth, is tha t right? 

He said somethin c ompletely dif ferent from what he 

had told me in Schwubische Hall. 

Q Then he .wasn ' t testifying tnithfully as 

tha t right? 

A Well , I am not 4ble to jUdf\8 ,1hether he 

truthfully, or not, I 1 m just ,.:00.lling you, Captain, 

was interrogated in Schwabische Hall , Oerma.oy, he 

(Kir~chbau.m - Cr oss) 
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he had overheard the entire conversation when Tonl: had ret•1rned 

R-__-6 
and he used the phrase --

Q Would you please answe r t.he question 11 yas 11 or "no" --

did Zimmer lie in c ourt? 

PROSFJ}UTION (Col onel Ellis) : The prosecution objects 

to this, the counsel i s arpuinc with the witness -- the witness 

has said that he didn ' t lmow whether he was lyinr , or not. This 

witness i s in no position to know whether Zimmer told the truth 

or not . 

PRESIDENT: The objoction is sustained . 

Q Zim.rner originally was a witness for the prosecution , 

(_ 
is that right? 

A That's r iBh,t . 

DEFENSE (Captain Narvid): No further ques tions . 

PROS~UTION (Colonel Ellis): ?Jo r e-direct . 

PFJt;SIDENT: Are there any ques tions by thA court? App

arently not, the ,dtness is excused . 

(Whereupon, there bein~ no further questions , the wit

ness was excused and withdrm1. ) 

0 PROS&:UTION (Colonel Ellis): 'I'he pro3ecut-ion calls 

l as its next witness , Lieutenant Perl. 

LIEUTENANT PERL, a witness for the pr osecution, was 

recalled, reminded that he was sti ll unde r oath before the court 

and testified throu(ih the i nterpreter as follows : 

REDIIE:CT lllLe '. INATIO!l 

Q1TE. TIONS BY TH3 PROSEr.UTI ON · (Coll)nel Ellis) : 

Q Are you the same Lieutenant Perl that has p r eviously 

testified in this case? 

A • Yes , sir . 

(Pel'l - Direct) 



R-__-7 

(.) 

( 
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Q Did you !-nterrorn.te the accused Krar1nr in Schwabische 

Hall? 

A I did . 

Q Were you present in court, when the accused Kramer tes -

tiffed in this case? 

A Yes, air . 

Q Do you recall his testimony? 

A Yes , sir. 

Q With reference to ti'xl accused Kram~r ' s teotimon!~, did 

change the four or fiv'3 pages of his statement whlch was Prosecu

tion Exhibit P- 8 , 11 t Schvrabische Hall, or at any other tiine? 

A I did not chanr,e this statement, mlt it was changed . 

Q Are you familiar wi.th the circurnstancOs of t he chanr-

ing of that state1:1ent? 

A Yes , sir. 

Q l'fill you tell the court what you knmv about that? 

A Yes , sir. 

Q Wn1 you do so? 

A I dictated the substance of Kr amer 1 s oral statement 

f r om my notes , in Krarrar ' s presence , nfter I hnd told Krnmer that 

11' there vras anythinr not correct about the statement that I was 

dictating, he should correct it righ t away , and he made a few corr

ections on !,his occasion. When ~ vras f inished with the dictation 

of this statelll9nt, I l eft the inter ror.ation r oom and, later on, when 

I cana back to the interrogation r oom to read what Kramer had writ

ten , I saw that he had made sane changes from the statement that 

was dictated in his presence . I tol d him on this occasion: 11 ••• I · 

ha.ve a rood memory, and it was dictated i n an entirely different 

way ,. , 11 and I then _shOl'Ted him where he. had made the changes and 
0 

he said : 11 . ... yes , that ' s right ,., 11 and he said, ~urther : 11 ••• but 

(Perl - Direct) 
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I stn ...e thnt it said : 1 
••• adv1nce elements ehoul,1 not take uri

soners, ~s the prisoners w: 11 l-Je taken by the follm'd.nr- units , . , 11 , 

or oornethinp to that effect, And it was written in that way at 

that time . I then told him: 11 ,,.but in your oral interrogati.on 

you stated that it said 1 
••• one shouldn't bothe r Tri th prisoners 

nnd that prisoners shouldn't be brourht in, altogether •• , 11 , and 

you, as a General, should certllinly s to.nd to your word, whether 

thay were written dmm or not, and Kramnr then said : 11 ,,.Yes , 

said that in the oral i nterro r ation .•• 11 • !::io , I then aur·rested: 

11 
...Let us writo it down, then, as it nctually was • . , 11 , so he 

then chanf8(i page Sand wrote it as it is now, in Tihich he says: 

11 
••• In rrry oral interroration, I said first that one shouldn 't 

bother with orisoners of l'tar ,,, 11, and where he then finiahe>s the 

sentence as he wanted to finish it, and then he wrote: 11 ••• but 

now I say that the sense . of it really was th..1.t the advance ele

ments shouldn I t brine- in prisoners , as the follmrlnr: uni ts should 

take them, or something to this effect , . , 11 , 

Cl I hand You Prosecution Exhibit P-8 and ask you to read 

to the court that part of that Exhibit which you are referring to 

now. 

A In English , 

Q Yes . 

A Yes , si r . It r eads as follows : 11 ,,, In my oral interro-

pation I first ststed that it ,rae said in these orders that one 

shouldn ' t bother with prisoners of war, in a later oral interro

ration, I stated that it said, or that it read, as follOl'l's : ••• • 

the advance units shouldn't bring in prisoners of war . ,.•, but now, 

in \Tri ting, I state that the sE1nse of this po.rnrraph, was that t{le 

advance elements shouldn ' t bother with brinpine in prisoners of war, 

as this wo-uld be th"! mission of the units .following them, , • 11 • The.<Je 

(Perl - Direct) 

I 



sentences ll'!;!re added and that is the reason that these :laces were 

written more close:cy and narrowl y than the others. 

PP.0S&:;UTION (Captain Schumacher): I don ' t believe that 

t he ~nterpreter interpreted to the court and the accused the l as t 

sentence of the l1i tness, follOll'ing the readin p: of the portion of 

the statement. 

(Whereupon the foterpreter re-interpreted, as requested.) 

Q Did you ever make Krame r stand at attention for two 

hours, while you 1':'ere interrogatinp: hil'!'l at Schwabische Hall? 

A No, sir. 

Q Do you know v.ho had charcre of the l!almedy suspects per-

sonal belonr,inPS at Schll'abiache Hall? 

A The respective units in charr e of t he adminiatra t ion of 

the jail. 

Q Do you !mow whethe r or not the \'far Crimes Detachment. 

had any supervision over these personal belonginrs? 

A I know we didn 1 t. : for example, even if we wanted some 

paper, we had to ask for it. 

(Perl - Direct) 
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Q Do you knolt' wheth1r or not tha ar orl!os detacll'<fin t 

had any s upervision owr their personal be1ongingaf 

A I lmow they did not . Ir w, nt1Jd 11 01'18 p•per 1'8 

Q Did anyoni:, over reprcuent themae l vea to Kraeme r as 

a r,,a jor during his in t erro r:ation? 

A I oa.n ' t rem8fflbor, 1'1ot to 1tny recollection . 

Q Did you ewr "la b tho atat e111ent to Krae!T'er: ' We have 

enough uys arxl. treans to get ri d of you in • quiet ~nner"f 

No , air. 

<. Q Did you in ter roga te the a oouaed Peipe r in Soh,.,.ibilh 

( Hall! 

A Ye s, sir. 

Q l"8 ro yo u present in c our t when the accusod Peipa r te a-

tif"ied' 

A Yes , sir . 

Q Do you reoal. l the,111 ubatanoe of his testimony? 

A I do . 

r... Q Did Peiper ever oomph in to you a bout a beating he 

reoe ivad from the Po l es the day before he l e ft Sohwaibis h Han? 

A No, sir, 

Q Did you see or interrop;ab, Peipe r the d ay before he 

left Schwaibis h Hall? 

A I did not . 

Q Do you recall ?ofle r e you 1'1Qre at that tine? 

Q Did you ever u y to Pe i per in Zuffenhauaen , t he f o l -

lowing , 
• ".It 111 a persona l misfortune that , amongs t the 

priaoneri .,,ho had boen ahot there are the sona 
of ty,,0 ve r y important Ar,e r i oann . If this would 
not be s o , t H.e v,hole 1tor y ~ul d not be brought 
th th e att&ntion of t he p ublic in s uch a mum.er , 
but the father ii a Hna"tX>r and a buaineu man 
to ld abo ut t hat to t he open 1 1t enraged them and 
t he people de'!land your head, sinc1e they know ~ 

( Perl - r'edi.reot ) 



your nall'8. You zrust not overlook the influence 
or the press or th!lt the Pra&ident 'YJOuld not ba 
a ble to save you , because 1he will or the people 
has quite a diff'erent power in our plaoe than in 
Germany . lf you admit evorything you can save 
your soldiers froM great miser y . I rn.uat ad~it 
that you are very popular an:.onp-1t your 19n and 
ihat ihey likD you very well, with tile exception 
of sotm personal enemies, ,;hq,o r courae, has 
everyone, but l\8 aha 11 settle th ia matter in a 
very simple • y and ~ sna1l call only ihose 
witnesses •·hich are competent to us . By the v.,.y , 
I woul d like to tell you someth1ng . I would like 
to speak open] y to you in con f idence . You are an 
extraordhiary soldier, You went 1hrough aotn9thing 
Ydlioh ia called 1n our place a mil itary record. 
That is over now. Yow- life is oor..p le tely ruined 
today and there 1a no sense in it any rare . The 
entire SS .,.111 be son'btnoe d in Nuremburg as a 
c riminal organization . A.'Tion~ ua , I oan tall you 
that you , as • high ranking officer of this or
gan ization , will never ue yo ur f r eedom ap-ain . 
As lon e: as man like yo u a.re alive there can never 
be ruiy te.lk a bout pe ace U"eaties or signing the 
peace treaties between Americ a and Gernany ." 

Did you ever make that state>nent to Peiper 1n Zutfen-

ha uaen'I 

A It is a very l on g ata te'.!len t and of course l c annot re-

c all every v,ord of every inUtrro gat ion , but I know that it ie par tly 

corr ect and partiy incorrect. I kno w 'that I n eve r t o ld him that 

the r e could not be any pe ace treaties as long u peop l e , as he is 

alive or t hat we l'iOul d call on ly tii.ose .,,itnesscu Wlo m we l iked to 

call . I r em,mbe r for cer ta in that I appealed to h i m as a good 

ao ld1er not to let us So into too th Dr ou@tl an investigation , u in 

th is oa u .,,, 'fllOUld find cer tainly out munh mor e than w.::iuld 

be goo d fo r hia men . It was the substance or t his inte rro gation • 

.But he insistBd that he does not kno w an ything . 

Q'"' Did you ever mak9 the staterrent to Po iper that an·.ong1t 

the prilonera who had been shot there were the aon1 of tllO very impor t

ant Amer ioa,i:i.s . 

A No . Bu t I to l d him tha t thi, o~ae ha d ve r y much pub-

lic ity an d e ven if , until t heh , \\fl didn ' t rln4 out who the or iminah 

v.ere, w, M>Ul d find out . i'l;I would .find them out . 

lNT.:.'RPRETt:R : I didn 't undera tand • 

A Artd evon if we didn 't know up 1lo then who t;he orimina u 110re. 



Q Di d you p articipate 1n the interro ,;a tion of' t~ ac -

ouaed Chria t at Soh~ibiah :Ha ll? 

A Yea , s ir. 

Q l'.ere you p r esen t 1n court "'1.en the accuaed Chr is t to 1 t i -

f ied? 

A I v.ea . 

Q Do you r e call t he 1ubatanoe of h ie t e stimon y? 

A Ye e, a i r. 

Q Did you aver t hreaten to han g Christ un l ess he to l d 

tho 'tr uth? 

0 
A No , sir. 

0 Q Did you e ver ouraa the aoouaed Chris tT 

A No . 

Q Do yo u reoal l how many I ta tenw,n t1 you took fro m the 

aoo uS1td Christ on t he, 17th o r De c amber, 1945? 

A I be liew it was one . 

Q Couldn ' t have teen tv.o? 

A I remember 'that all t hose ata'b9 ment1 I took were intro-

/ duced into court. 

I l Did you partioipa t5 in t ha interro~ation of t ho ac

cuaed Tomha r dt at Sch"'•ibiah Hui? 

A Y'J a , s ir . 

Q V'"~re you present in Court when the a oc used Tomhardt 

testified? 

A Yes , ai r . 

Q Do you raoa ll the aubatanoe o f h is tiaatirronyf 

A Yee , air . 

Q V.ell , before tha 1ntarroGati on o f Tomha r d t in Soh-.1~-

bish Hall, ha at.ted that ~e ,.,... standing in the hall with a hood 

over hia head and he n E otruo.k in the faoa and &torr.oh . Did you 

do thl\t UI him! 

A I did not do it &Jld the firat tim, I hitard aoout it 
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•a here in oourt . 

Q Durinp: the interroration of Torrha.rdt did you con.front 

him with men from his oompany'f 

A That is riJQ'\t, sir . 

Q Did you beat any of th~ or oauae any of them tc be 

beaten be rori, they -were oonfron"b!d with Tor.hard t, 

A No , they ~re all in a neighboring cell and in a 

ra ther happy m:iod • 

Q Did you ever threaten Tonhardt with hanging during an 

interrogation , or at any othe r tint 

A I did not . 

Q Did you ever instruct the guards at Sohwaibish Hall not 

to permit Tomhardt to rest either day or ni~htt 

I did not . And th" guards v.ere not under my co't1ruand , 

Q Did you examine the hoods that v.ere used on the p rison -

in Sohwaibish R1,llt 

A No , sir . 

Q Di d you ever J. ook 1"1to ..ny or them!' 

A I know wha t yo ur question is a iming at . I don I t ren:e~ 

/) 

u 
ber to h1,ve a t any tine aeen " red hood . And I be lieve I would have 

noticed i t. 

Q. Did you e ver aee any b l ood in any of the hoods? 

A No , Bir o 

Q Did you putioipatn in the interrogation o r tht accused 

Sievern 1,t Sohv;aibish Ha ll? 

A Yes ~ si r . 

Q V.itre you present in the court whan Sbvera te atifiedT 

A Yes , air . 

Q Do you r&"!\.8"\ber tho aubatanoe Or the ~oouaed Sievers ' 

testi m)nyt 

A Yes , a i r . 

(Perl - redirec t) 



Durin- the interrogation of Sievers, or a t any othir 

tiil.e , did you ever atrike him in the rrnutn or on the hand!' 

No, sir . 

-..: Did you ever 11trike Sievers in the sU>rrachT 

A I did not, sir . 

Q Did you evor 11 e1t anyone elao a-trike Sievora'! 

A No , sir. 

Q Did you ever Hok Sieve l" • durin~ an i nterrogation or 

any other time ? 

A I did not . 

Q Did you ever threaten to beat Sievers? 

A No . 

Q Did Sievers eve r requut to r&lfaw hibe l f and you 

refused to pe r mit hh to do aot 

No , sir . 

Q Did you particip a'OO in tho interro r.;ation of the ae -

ousod t'.ot.r.heim •t Son••ibillh Ballt 

t A Yes , sir • 

Q Viore you present in tho court 'I/hen the accused t'otz -

heim 'blstified'tI I' A YC3S • 

Q Do you recall e subs tance o!' his ~atinonyY 

A Yes , I do . 

Q Did you boa t l ot.r.heim or cause n.im to bi, beaten at 

an y time at Sow-aibish Hallt 

A No , sir . 

Q D:5..d you ever kick l'ot.r.neim 1n hia sexual partat 

.t. No , sir • 

Q Did you ever soe anybody el ae? 

A No , air . I -.s in during not all of the interrogation, 

but troat of the tim& ard it .,,.a a very ordei'l y interroeation . 

Q Did you rarticipa te in t~e inte r ro gation of th e wi t -

neaa Benno .&ga ther 



A No, au- . 

Q Did you pu-ticip•te in the interrog•tion of tti.a wit-

'ness Trott in Scn,...ibieh H•ll Oehr Trott? 

A Yee, sir. 

Q \,ore you p r esent in oourt ¥.'hen he teetifiedT 

Yes , sir . 

Q Do you r aoall the sub1tance of his testiDDnyf' 

A Yes , 1 ir . 

Q Did you ever thr'3•ten Trott with death durini; his in -

terrogat1on1 

A No , sir . 

PROS~CtTIC!l : You may orolB ex•mine . 

W FENSE COlNSEL: ill the court indulge us just a 

minu'b!I on thia1 

PRESII£NT: Yes . 

oomNS.:.: CUlNSEL: 11 9 would not 00 able to fini s h 1:hl 

orou examination this irorning , sir . 

FRE: SIDJN T1 Court will adjo urn until 0830 konds;y mo rn

ing. 

(V1he re up~n the Court , at 12UO hours adjourned . ) 



lI.1 D Che n euX 









"' ""'"'· ,.,. ~ 11 June 1 946 . 

On thfl Phove lflte Lt . V. J . \.a~ler , in the presence of 1 iss ~.,t1tty 
Younp , stenoP-rflnheri { pl . neor("e l . Conv+'-rse , interpreter; t,nd t.r . 
1.i leR • Rulien , investip,otor , interro('Hted the followinp, m.1ml:.ld 
witness , v•hose sta tements have a ll been p;i.ven under oath : 

(,, . \diet is your name ? 

Fr ther Louis Desire Joseph b l okion . 

'-l, . \,hut rel igious d.enomim:1 tion bre you'? 

""' . Critholic. 

Q . How long have you had this pe r rish et La Ul t:iize , be l t; ium? 

.1 1 . J ine years . 

h, . Do you r e c a ll dur in~ the month of D~cembe r 1944 the o c cupat i on 
of Le Gl eize by r. ermun Ro l d ie re ? 

r. , Yf>B . 

Durinp the occupation of La Gl eize by th, nerMBn vrMed f'orc os 
did you rema in in yo ur perrish in La Gl eize ? 

r. . Yes . 

O . Did you t a ke re fuge while the tm n of La Gl e ize was unde1· sei,:,e? 

.h . Yes . 

I.., . \-i hen d i d you take refuge? 

On ?.,ondey 1 18 Oec 44 , t:J t 1 : 45 , whtin the (ter111ans entered Lo c. l e i ze . 

o, . \ihflre did you take refuge? 

A. In the cella r of the house of Arthur Ueor ge . 

O, . \, ho we r e present in the cellt1 r at this time? 

J, , Jr . <, eor~e ' s ferni l y . Others e rrive rt l ate r , but e t the present 
tire I don ' t r e co l l their na T11e s. On Tuesday a ll t he :peool e living 
a round the pa r r ish c ame to r e fupe in the cel l a r . 'l'here \r,as a lso 
A C,Prrnen refuge e there . 

C.,, . When you went into the cella r was t here e l ot o f a rtillery from 
Ar1er i oan for ces beinf fired into Le Oleize ? 

J\ . l.o . r 
"· Wes La Gleize ever under fire frorn 1U"ericen f orces? 

J< . Yes , beg inning on Tuesday . 

\, hen t.he Ue r1nana ca me into Le Gl e ize on J ondey wer e t..nere ony 
.:\JnE:ti·i c ens in t he vil lage a't that t ime? 

J< . 

\1hen WpS the 1irst 1. i mE that you lteurd c:1 .,.i.me!·ican pr isoners"- · of v;ar beinp br ought to Le (.,leize? 

A , I dnn • t know exe-:it l y. It \ .es probttbl y \,' ednesd1 Y, or T11urad(Jy , 
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Q. . Where ~a~f. 's home the church?.r. locbted with relation to 
3o 

h , ~bout 1· away , on t he na in ro&d of Lb Uk-ize . 

'< • How lonp d i d you rehtiin in ti1e cellar before you left it? 

A , I left it about 4 : JO on J..onday , just as it VI· s beginning to i:et 
<h1rk . 

~ And wh~re did you go? 

A. 'fo thr C.:oJ'l'Ul"una l Hous t> whi<h was inhebited by the teacher . 

Q, , How l onp.; did you re1l!B i n there? 

A, }' i ve minutes . 

Q, . \rlv re is the Conun.unel llousB l ocated with re l ation to the church ? 

Across the street. 

'-1, . In orde r to get to the Gomr.unal House you had t o walk a l onF; 1..1.i~ 

road pes t t he cement we l l snrrounding the chUt'c h? 

A . I fol lowed the road a l ong t.he ceme t ery; inside the WE1 l l , betw1 E) 
the cemeter y ~nd t he c hurc h . 

'G • .ns you wv l keu a l one:, t.!1e r o ad t o i r . ,~t orF;e ' s houst; to tJ1e e,11.. ra11ce 
to the c ernet.ery , did you loo k down t h ~ roed? 

A, Ye s , but t here we ~ b l ot o f rifl e f i r e end we hur ried . 

Q, . Did you s ee anythin p as you l ooked dovm t his road ? 

Nothi n~ soeoie l . Thf!!'e wt1r e Ger rnE:t ns ther e , e s t here wos t-iverywhere . 

~- Did you e t the t time see the bodies of any America n soldier s l y i ng 
on t he road? 

A. No, 

Q, . Wh en di d you A/il:ain r e tur n to l r . Gem·re ' s home ? 

J\ , Pe rha ps 1 0 minute s e t th e nost . 

Q. Wher e did you go whe n you e 1·r ived e t l,..r . Ge~rg e ' s home the s ec o nd 
time ? 

J\ , 'l'o the cellar . 

Q, . How long did you remain in t he c e l l ar the second time? 

A , Until about 1 0 o ' clock on 'l'ue sdey, in the morning . 

Q, . Did you l eave the cellar et tha t time? 

A , Yes I wont to the k i tchen which ~es o t tt1e t op of t he s ~ai r s . 
'l'h e ' Ge rmans we r e t here , e nd t he pe op l e o f the hOu se were the re , 
making coffee: 

Q, . And whet d id you do, Father? 

.iL I just loo ked and went ba c k i nto t he c e llar • 

Q. . Wh en did you l eav P t he ce l lar Ap:-ei n , if e t u ll? 

A . Sunday, 24 Dec 44 , 

Q. . J..nd where did you g o t his t in.a ? 



A . \,'e looked all about . ' 1he JiT'!ericonE, ere there . I went 11n to 
th, villap:e and then bock to my house . 'l'ht Anericen comr,-.ander 
w~s in the lest house of the vi llb~e en4 was sti l l doinR o lot 
of phonina; . I asked hirn where we should ,o. ·~ said to ~o to -
wards Stoumont . 

Q. Did you P.o to ftou~ont? 

r1. , 1',o , I went beck to my pl:lopl e , in orcl.er to tell them. 

V ~. rtnd then whet aid you do? 

V',e were given the order to t vecuete , that Wt. were to ge.t Our 
things tog ether and that trntomobil t: s would come to :g~t U:ff B't 
4 o ' clock . 

~ - What , if a nything e lse , did you do? 

.A . I went to my house. \\le rerneined the1·e watching the troop1,.,. I 
was asked to go around the village to essefflble the people. 

Q. . Did you ever leAve LA Gl e ize ? 

A. Yes, on the 24th . 

Q, . How lon~ did you rPme in away? 

A . lintil the followinp; Saturday , the JOth of De c . I returned once 
durinp: the ueriod thet we wer f pone . 

Y . Whrn was tha t? 

L. . Wednesday or 'l'hursday . 'Jo burled a Bmbll boy who had died while 
we v.ere away . 

Q . \,hat did he die fr om, }atlier? 

J~ . The boy died from influenza . 

Q. . Between the period of 18 Dec and 24 Dea , up to the timB thttt 
you left the vi llage of L~ Gleize , d i d you ever see the bodies 
of ony deed merican soldiers lyin~. in La Glt:ize? 

No . 

Q . D·,trinF this neriod o f tirne, Father, what was your chur,ch beirg. 
used for? 

A. As B hosnit~l . I suppose the soldiers also took shelter there . 

Q, . Were the;se soldiers that you speak of 1une1·ic en or German? 

Germen . ~ 
wounde~ :.r~ _

Q. Do you know if there wer e eny / Mericen "soldiers lying in thi.s 
church? 

A. 1 eopl e hav e to l d me there \· e 1·e . 

o~ . V{e r e thes e r1.rnerioon soldiers b (-- in trer ted by the C;.e r1 lflns? 

I don ' t think so . 

Q. . Did you t,Ver examine the well surrounding the churc h for buli.et 
ho l es? 

1'1 . About e y (' ez: le8ilr when en investiE(a 'tion wr- s r.wde by tho .ttm.ericenE 

Q, . Did you l ook at the well? 



Q. ,,hen you exHnined t he ~ull , }&tl1er , aid you not:ce any 1&rKs ¼nlch 
could ht1ve b P.E°n r.ljde by bullets fron sr·ell fjrr,s til'tJ, 

l-io , It does not setc.n.to mE:l . 'l'here are mEtrks, but don ' t a1pet1r to be 
from smell arms , and certainly not from mess fjring . 

':(' • By nBSS fir i ng do you mean machine p un fire ? and machip.e pistols? 

A. Yes . No pr oving marks were vi s i bl e . 

Q . Did you ftXami ne the outB i d e v•a 11 o f your schoo l house ? 

A. Part ia lly , yes . 

Q, . Di d you see a ny marks t hat coul d hElve b een caused by s ma l l arms fir e 
on thfl t w&ll ? 

J\ . l~o . 

Q . At a ny t ime , I1 ether 1 d id you see the bodi es o f Amer i c a n aol d i ers 
in the town? 

A . ~o , except t hos t:i I t o l d yo u tha t had be en bur ned in tt:inks . I had 
s een onl y on e body in e t.a nk . 'lhe body was so bur ned t h 1:1t it. could 

I.I, . no t b e ext.r ac t ed from the tonk . I stiw helmets of i~r.ericfln soldiers 
wi th ho l es end bra i n matter inside . 

Q . \-ihere were t hes e he l mets f ound ? 

.A . I n o sma l l pet h e t the e nd of t he churc h r rol)er t y , whic h is a small 
fie ld a bout 50 meter s f rom the chur c h. 

Q, . How ma ny helme t s did you s e e ? 

A. One wi t h br eln ma tter i n i t, e nd t he OLhe1· with El hol e in i t. 

Q, . FElther , your chur ch is in t h e Cfl n t e r of t he oe rnete r y , i s t het 
r i 11ht? 

A . Ye s . 

Q, . \/b ile you we r e in th e cella r, from l onday 18 Dec 44 ti ll Sunday 
21, e c h4 , d i d you a t any t i me b e a r the moc ::.ing or groan ing or 
human bein~s? 

11. . Io . I hea r d cries, bu t t hey wer e f.rom peop l e in the vil lag e who 
wer e ce l l ing t o s ee if we were t here •. 

Q. . TJ1e n t h ey we r e n o t c r ies i n t he s ens t tha t we u s e t h e wor d . 'l'ht y 
were one i ndiv idua l ce l ling t o 1=1not her ? 

Ye a. 

'-
J1'othe r Louis Uesi r e J ose ph lH oki a n 
LEi Gl e i ze , Be l g ium , 

Subscribed end sworn t o befor e me 1946 
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Le Gl e i z e , lJ elglum, 
11 June 194b , 

I , J~LH·<ED KRJ,_,U 'l.-t. , being dul y sworn on my oo th , depose e nd s oy : 

I em 49 yeo rs old a nd liv e in La l,le i zw with my viif e o n e1 1'enily . 
On the 18t h of Decemb er 1944· I t ook refup:e in e c e l l ~r in b house 
l o c a ted on the to p of e h i11 on t he outskirts of La Gl e ize . i BDye d 
t.l1ere until t he f ollowing ! riduy morning . Duri ng t n i s tin:e , between 
Londey end 1: ridey , I left t he c e l lar sev era l tirut:s t o go to my own 
house t o s e e that everything WAS e l l r i ght. J_y house i s l ocuted obout 
JO o r 40 meter s f r om t he ce l l a r in which I took r e f ug e . I then got 
orde r s on Friday morning e t ? : JO , f r om the Uerrnens to g o on o deta il 
to c a rry ma t t r es s es from va rious pl a ces i n t he town t o t he c e ll!J r i n 
,,.,:hic h I weR sta ying . rrher Germa ns took this cellar es a pla ce f or 
the ir wounded. I fi nished t hi s a bout 1 0 : J0 end wa s re l i ev ed fr om t he 
d e t a i l. 

'!'he Ger roens t o l d me I ha d to find a n ew pla ce t o sta y, so I 
went t o a hous e c l ose to the church unn on my wa y I found my wife 
e nd t wo c hi l dr en behind e hodRe . I t ook them Hnd we we nt t o t h is 
hom~e . tt ll t hls t ime we were r u nning because the r e wos ei p: r ea t il ee l 
of fi r ing going on i n La Gl e i ze . The Ger P:ens · cein8 to the hou sl, in 
wh i ch I wns s t ayi ng e nd tol d us w, had to mov e bec a.us e i t was no t 
SA f e for us to r emain i n thi s wect i on of the t own be cause of the 
heav y f i ring . I asked t hem to ~et me a new she l t er. 'i'hey t hen a sked 
me where I wa nted t o go. I told th em t ha t I would l ike to g o to t he 
c hurch , v, her e the y then t ook me. 1, e went into t he church e nd so t 
down in one c o rner one bench. i.. t t hi s t ime there wer e a bout 15 
wounded C.. e.1•man soldier s in the c hurch, und one woW1ded 1--11 1eric t1n who 
t l1e Germans wer e t ree ting . Late r i n t he day , however , ma ny mor e 
Ue r nw n so ldie rs were brought i n t o t he c·burc h . \ le stayed }·ere until WB 

nxaxiiJl•xaI•li:J,X.llil.JlXSat urde y e t 4 : JO , when we , .e r e mov ed beau.use of th e 
heav y s he l l ing o f the c hurch . \;e went t o a srna ll s hed be long t o ?.,r . 
Lambert, a bout 25 meter s from t he ch urc h . \ t' e Rta yed t he re until J : JO 
in the morning ( Sunday-), and t hen fle d t h r onisb the fi e l ds t o a snv, 11 
wood s i n t he v l.'.l lley be low t he vi l lEIP,B. \le l eft t.here e t 7 : 30 i n t he 
morning . We tr i e n t o cro s s t he field s , b ut the f i r ing wa s t oo hoev y 
nnd we r e t urned to t he woods . Then At 10 : 30 W C! h ea rd someone cu ll. 
I l ook ~d e nd sew two Ame ric £1n so l die r s . 'fhey he l ped us a nd t ook us 
t o t hP road , e nd told us t o g o t o t he c i v i lian sta tion where tll e1·e 

was a id . 

D11rine the whol e mf: per iod of t ime t hat I hav e her e t o f o r des
c r i bed I did not s e e a ny bod ies o f dea d Ame rica n so l d iers . 

Subsc ribed e nd s V1orn to me t h i s 11t h da y 

Alfred Kr eutz 

I , Cpl Georr, t1 Cnnve rsw , 4223 5314 , be i ng 1'\ r s t duly s orn, stat e; thet I truly t rans ... 
lated the oeth Administe red by 2nd Lt , W.J . Wahler to Alf~d Kreut z , and t hat t he re 
upon he m!!lde 1rnd subscribed the fo regoing s teltell'l9nt in his own hendwritL"l.g . 

--0 -~rf.o~ 
I, CplGeorge Converse,4 223 $:> 14 , be ing fi rst duly sworn , atete that the foro &oi ng 1a 8 

true tmd oorreot transhtion of the sworn t011timony of Alfred Kreutz given at ta 
Gleiu on tho 11t h day or June 19 46 , to the boat o~•bi~y. ~ 

• C....C:a.C"V'\..:' l......d-~ 
Subsoribed llnd sworn to hef~re me this 18t h dsy o ne 1946 . 

~ 



La e ize, 15 June 1946, 

I, 1.me . :MilRlh GlfrnOilfu , being first duly sworn , on oath ever-

That I was end em now o resident of Le Gleize , '1 I was such e resi

dent during the time of December , 19h4: that 1;.hen the Germane re- en

ter ed the village of Le Gl eize on the dAte of 18 December 1946 , I with 

sevPre l other persons t ook r efuge from the fi rin~ in a caller, s uch 

r efug e proved unsa fe end we took r efuge in the ca l ler of the church 

which wa s used by the Germana ea a hospita l, that whil e l iving in the 

r efuge in the church we saw three wounded American sol diers treated 

in the German hospita l therein; that one of said American so l diers , 

being badly wounded in both l egs , died: that the body of said J<mer

ioan soldier was taken outside of the church , that h'hile et the church 

and moving around the church und environs , when safe , I never sew the 

body of any other American soldier , nor ht:1 v~ I any knowledge of the 

non-oombet shooting of eny merioan soldier , nor have I heard of e~y 

s uoh non- combat shooting of any American soldier by the Germ.ens during 

the month of Dec ember , 1944 . 

~'URTHF.R AFIANT SAYETH NOT , 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 15th day or June, A,D. 1946. 

Miles W, Rullan , D-152257, P-5 

I, Cpl George Converse, ASN 42235314, being first duly sworn, s tate: 

That I trutlY translated the oath administered by Milea VI , Rulien to Maria 

Gregoire, and that thereupon she mtide ~nd subscribed the foregoing s tatement 

in her own handwriting in my presence. 

q.Q.cP~ ~,m,'f-

I, Cpl George Converse , 42235314 , be ing first duly sworn, state that the 
forgoing is a true and correct translation or t.be sworn teatimony or Maria 
o ire given at La Glaize on the 15 day or Jun 194 ...de o the beat or 





15 June 1946 . 

oath aver-

'rhet I om a resident of Le Gliezf:l, J l_,,tum, thrjt I \VBS such a re !dent 

c\11ring the month of ;Jeceinbflr 1946 , that on "!lee ember l S , l?/~u, when 

the germane en&ered the villap,e of La 01,aze, as above stated , my 

family and l took refuge from the danaers of batt le in e nearby caller 

end when this proved to be too dan11,orous in not offe1·lng much pro

tection , my family and I fl ed to the atone church . This church W'lB 

used by the C'rermens as a hoppita l end wounded J.l.merican sol diers were 

cared for there and I saw that this was so . I know of no Amer ican 

soldier of this time who was shot other than in combat . I know of 

no .Amer ican soldier v1ho wrJs shot at the wall of the cemetery and 

church , and if that had been done, I would hove known about it, being 

right there et the time . 

J,UH'flfr:R J\FD<N:r S,ff,sl'H NOT . 

sworn to before me this 15th day of JUN~ , A.D. 1946, 

Miles w. Rulien, D- 152257, P-5, 

I, Cpl George Converse, 422)5314, being first duly sworn, state; That I 

truly translated the oath administered by Mlles w. Rullan to Armand Baltua , 

and that thereupon he made and subscribed the foregoing statement ln his own 

handwriting in my presence• 

Q.(f~~ <fl.Z.~.>31 y 

I , George Converse , 42235314, being first duly sworn , state that the fore 

going is a true and correct translation of the sworn .&UID:otxa testimony 

of Armand Baltus giv~n at La Gleize on the 15th day of June 1946, to the 

best of my ability, 



• 
!'=::.tz OliBAUm, being duly &'l'rOrD upcn his oath depoaea and sa.ya 1 

l . Ic h kenne den Angeklagten Fritz RAO. Nr . 46 und ich sage aua . 
daaa dieser A..ngsl-".l•gie 8.lil, 1 9. Dszmiber 1 944 in der NM.abs Yon 
Stoumont . Bel gian TSrwWldat wurde . Ich wa.r dabei• •la ar 1'el"-

wundet worden 1st . lab war ungetaahr 5Cm "I:) r.. ibm entt01111t. Ich 
beobachtete , wia RAU wnehrend ein•· Art1lls-1euebartaJ. l ea von 
einemGranatsplitter gatrot' ten wurde und umtiel. Ioh ae l bat 
fuhr mit me'inem SPN J,n Decku!'IS • 1,aondem ct.er Ar'QJ.J.C' ~eueoerral J. 

.•Wgtcoert hatt•• gmg icn w.a.1, Mlw u.m ..._.,,..a•~ GROTH zu der 
Stelle , wo n.u l ag und wll' trugen ihn au unsarOII1 SW . Ans,hUesaand 
tuhren wi r ihn 7,u,m Hau.ptYerb!O.daplatz i.na Sobl.oas z,riachen La Gleize 
und S tout:10nt . Dort haben wir RAU eingaliaf'ert. Seit dieeer Zait 
babe ioh Rau nicbt mebr bei der Kompania geeebm . I c h babe ihn 
dns erste Mill in Dacha6 wiedergesehan. 



• • 
I, Cpl C::eorge Converse , 42235314 , being first du l y Bworn , state; That I truly 

tr,-nehted the 011.th adrtinistered by 2nd Lt ,'l.J. ,'fehle r to father Louis Desire 

Joseph Blokbn, and t.hat thereupon he mt1.de ard subscribed tht foregoing s tatement 

in his own handwriting in my presence . 

Cp l George Converse 

I, Cpl Gt"orge Converse, 42235311 , bolng f irst duly sworn, sta.te that the fo regoing 

is "" true and oorntot trens lat i on of the sworn testimony of .Father Louis De-

sire Joseph Illokian g iven at 1-fl Gle i te on the 11th of June , 1946 , to the best of 

my ehility. 

Subscribed and sworn to befo re me this 18th dey of June 1946 , by the ebove 

affiant , Cp l George Converse . 
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