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CAMP DAUNAU, GERMANY
27 my 1946
WRNING SESSION .
(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 0830 hourse)
PRESIDENT: Oourt will coms to ordere
FROSECUTION: If the Court please, let the record show that
all the members of the Court are present, all the members of the
Prosecution are present, all the of the Def are p
with the exception of Dre Rauy who is absent on business of the
Defense, and all the defendants and the reporter are present,

Prosecution calls as its first witness, Lisutenant Perls

1st Lieutenant WILLIAM R. PERL, recalled as a witness for
?h. Prosecution, testified as follows:

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other mroceedings
were interpreted to the Germsn counsel and the accuseds)
REDIRECT EXAMINATION

QUESTIONS EY PROSECUTION (Captain Shumacker)s

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Lieutenant Perl, youare reminded that you
are still under oathe Are you the same 1st Lieutenant William Re
Perl who has previously testified in this case? :

A Yes, sir, \

Q During the course of yowr interrogations at IP No. 2,
Schwabisch Hall, Germany, did you have occasion to interrogate one
Friedel Bode?

A Yesy sire

Q Is he one of the accused in this case?

A Yes, sire He ise

Q  Will you look at the defendants in the box % your left
and state whether ar mot Bode is among those present.

A He ise

Q - What number is he wearing?




A NMamber 2,
FRESTDENTs Number 2 will stand ups 8it down.
PROSECUTIONs I hand the reporter a statemsnt and request that
it be ‘marked Pr \ Fumber 52 for identifications
(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution
Sxhibit Number 52 for identification by the reporter.)

Q I will ask you if you know the handwriting and who signed
that statement?
A The statemsnt was writtem and signed by Friedel Bodee
Q Is that the same Friedel Bode whem you have just identified
as wearing Nwsber 27
A Yes, sire ‘
Was the statement signed in yowr presence?
Yes, sire k
Was the statement swora to?
It wase
Who administered the oath?
T dide '
Was the statement made w luntarily?
Yes ,dre
Did you employ any force or threats to obtain the statement?
No, sire

Did you make amy promises ef any kind to obtain that statement?

Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A

No, sire

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: The Prosecution offers in evidence Prosecution®s
Exhibit marked "Pw52® for identification and request that it be attached
to the record and marked Prosecutiomts Exhibit Number WPe52n,

LTe COLONEL DWINELL: The Defense obj cts to the evidence on the
grounds previously stateds

FRESIDENT: The objection is overruleds The exhibit offered by
the Prosecutien is admitted in evidence and will be marked Exhibit #Pw52t,

the d b red to, having been previously

(13
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marked and identified was d in evid as Pry U

Bxhibit "Pe52® and is attached hereto and made a part of the records)
CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: The Prosecution offers in evidence a true
and correct English translatien of ite Exhibit "Pwi2% and requests
that it be attached to the record and marked Prosecutionts Bxhibit
"P52A%
DEFENSEs On behalf of the Defense, there is no objections
g PRESIDENTs There being no objeotion, the exhibit offered by
the Prosecution will be admitted in evidence and will be marked
"P=52A",
(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecutionts
Exhibit "Pe52A" by the reporter and is attached herete and made a
part of the records)
CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution requests permissien te read its
exhibit WRe52A%e
PRESIDENT: Granted.
CAPTAIN SHUMACKER:( Reading:)

"I, Friedsl BODE, being duly swom make the following
declaration under oaths

"During the EIFEL Offensive in Deceaber 194 I was
a member of the 2nd Platoon, 3rd Pz. Pi. Coe ISSAH,

non 17 December 19Lk, coming Zrom BUELLINGEN, we
reached a big roadworossing which was located about 4
lom north of ENGELSDORFe At this roadecrossing we took
the left twn around the curve towards ENGELSDORF and
stopped on the right side of the road in front of a
big pasture on which were about 80 to 100 American
prisoners of wars

"] was present when (erman soldiers, smong them
numerous members of my platoon shot at these American
prisonars of ware

"This deposition consisting of one handwritten
page was made by me voluntarily, wninfluenced by force,
duress, threats or promises of any kinde

"I swear before God that these statements which
I have made here are trus and I am prepared to repeat
them before any court of justices

/s/ "Friedel EODE
S8 Uschae
11 Apr 19k6

Statement of Bode
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“Swora to and subsoribed to before me this
eleventh day of April 1946, at Sohwabisch
Hall, Germsny.

*NILLIA R PERL
1st Lte Mole O=5551L9

offers ia evid one pisture
1 Bode bearing the photograph of
Friedel Kies and requests that it be attached to the record and
marked Prosecution's Exhibit Number “Pe=52B%e
DEFENSE; On behalf of the Defense there is no objectien to

the picture affidavit, mor is there any necessity for reading the
same. It is fwther agreed that the picture is that of the accused,
Kiese
FRESIDENT: Thers being no objectisn, the exhibit offered by
the Prosecution will be admitted in evidence and will be marked
"P-52B%e
(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecutionts
Exhibit "Pe52B" by the reporter and is attached hereto and made a
part of the records)
CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: You may cross examines
DEFENSE: May it please the Court, en behalf of the Defense,
thare is no desire to cross examine the witnesse
PRESIDENTs There appear to be no questions by the Courte
Witness exouseds
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrews)
CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosscution calls as its next witness,
Mre Harry Thone
HARRY We THON, an American civilian, recalled as a witness for
the Prosecution, testified as followss
(Whereupen the questions, answers and other proceedings
were interpreted to the German Counsel and the accuseds)
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Captain Shuaoker)s

CAPTAIN SHUMACKERs Nre Thon, wle: reminded that you arestill
Thon - Redirect




under oathe

Q  Are you the same Earry W Thom who has previously
testifisd in this case?

A Yes, sire :

Q  During the cowse of youwr interrogations at IP Number 2,
Solkwabisch Hill, Germany, did you have occasion to interrogate
Friedel Bode?

Yoy sire I dide

Can you identify Friedel Bode among the accused?

Yes, sirs I cane
What number is he wearing?
He is wearing Number 2,
CAPTAIN SHUMACKERs I hand the reporter an instrumsnt and request
that it be marked Prosecution's Exhibit Number 53 for identificatioue
(Whereupon the documsnt referred towas marked Prosecutiont's
Exhibit Number 53 for identificatien by the T eporters)
Q I hand you Prosecution's Exhibit Number 53 for identification
and ask you if you lmow the handwriting and signatures
A It is written by Friedel Bode and it is signed by him.
Was that signed in your prcn.nu'
Yes, sire It wase :
Is the statement swora to?
Yes, it ise
Who administered the oath?
First Lieutenant Perle
Was that statement given you voluntarily?
Yos, it wase
Did you employ any force or threats to obtain the statement?
No, I didntte
Did you make any promises to obtain that statement?
Nee :

o r O > O > O > O > O > O

Is this statement signed by the same Friedel Bode whom

Thon - Redirest




you have just identified as wearing Number 27

A Yeos, it ise

CAPTAIN SHUMACKERs Prosecutien offers in evidence Prosecution's
Bxhibit marked "R=53" for umf.s.'tmm- and requests that it be
attached to the record and marked Prosecutien's Exhibit Number "Pe53".

1T. COLONEL DWINELL: The Defense objects to the evidence on
the grounds previously stateds

PRESIDENT: Objection overruleds The exhibit offered by the
Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked Exhibit WPe53%e

(Wheroupon the dooument referred to, having beem previously

marked and identified was received in evid as Pro tiont

Exhibit Number"Rs53" and is attached hereto and made a part of the
records)

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution offers in evidence a true and
norrect English translation of Prosecutionts Exhibit WRAe53" and
requests that it be attached to the record and marked Prosecution's
Bxhibit Pe53A%,

DEFENSE: On behalf of the Defense, there is no objection.

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit offered Ly the
Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked Exhibit WP=53A®

(Wherewpon the document referred to was received in
evidence as Prosecution's Bxhibit "P-53A" and is attached hereto
and made a part of the records)

CAPTAIN SHUMAKER: Prosecution requests permission to read its
Exhibit "Pw53A%e

PRESIDENT: Granteds

CAPTAIN SHUMAKER: (Reading)s

"I, Unterschars Friedel BODE, being duly sworn state
the followings

*During the EIFEL Offensive in December 154k, I was
Group Isaderof the lst Group of the 2nd Platoon of the
3rd Panser Pi. Co. 1st SS.P% Pl Btl

"}y platoon leader was Untersche Max BEUTNER; my Coe
Qommander, Ostufe Franz SIEVERS,

»
Statement of Bodes e
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uy command until I was wounded near IA CLEIZE on
22nd December 19lkLe

"puring this whols time this vehiols which remained
the

(rifleman) Johann WASENBERGER who was at that time either
Schustse or Stra (rifleman) Rottf MUNKEL (driver) and
alse pessibly Stra or Schuetse HUMMEL.

"The number of mem in my crew was larger than &
customary for an SPW because I took several men to me who
otherwise rode in the SPW under my ocommande

"I made this statement voluntarily and out of my
o will, minfluenced by force, threats, or harsh
treatment and uninfluenced by promises of any kinde

¥I swear before God that the statements which I
made in this deposition are true and am prepared to
repeat same under oath before amy courte

/s/ "Friedsl BODE
88 Uschae
124Le1946

"Witnessed:
RAPHAEL SHUMACKER
CAPT. CMP.

"Sworn to and subscribed to before me this 12th
day of April 1946 at Schwabisch Hall, Germanye

"WILLIAM R,

1ot Tte Mols 0-5551h9

Inve Examiner

W.CeBs USFET

(Whereupen the statemsnt was read in the German language.)
QUESTTONS BY PROSECUTION (Captain Shumacker)s
Q Mre Thom, in the course of your interrogations at IP

Numbar 2, Schwabisch Hall, Germany, did you have occasion to
interrogate one Johann Wasenberger?

A Yes,sir, I dide

(24




Gan you identify Jobann Wasemberger?

1 cane '

Is b among the accused present?

Yes, he ise !

What number is he wearing?

Nuber T0 :

CAPTAIN SHUMACKERs If the Court please, may we have Number
70 stand?

mﬁmm: Number 70 stand up. 8it downe A
CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: I hand the reporter an instrument and

request that it be marked Prosecutionts Exhibit Si for identificatione
(Whereupon the dooument referred to was marked Prosecutiont's
Exhibit 5L for identification Ly the reporters)
Q I hand you Prosecution's Exhibit 54 for identification
and ask you if you know the handwriting and signature.
A Yes, I doe
Q Whose handwriting is it and whose signature?
A It is the handwriting of Johann Wasenberger ‘M bears
his signature.
Was it signed in your presence?
Yes, it wase :
Was the statement sworn to?
Yes, it wase
Who administered the oath?
First Lieutenant Ryrne. )

Was the statement made voluntarily?

> O£ > © > O » DO

Yese

Q Did you empley any force, duress or threats to obtain the
said statement?

A No, I did note

Q Did you meke any promises of any kind to obtain the
statement?

Thon - Redirect




A Vee

Q Was that statement signed by the same Johann Wasemberger
you have just identified as wearing Number 70?7

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER; Prosecution offers in evidence its exhibit
marked Number 5L for identification and requests that it be attached
to the record and marked Prosecution's Exhibit Number WR-5i".

1T, OOLONEL DWINELLs The Defense objects to the evidence on
the grounds previously stateds

PRESIDENTs The objection is overruled. The exhibit offered

by the Pr tion is admitted in evid and will be marked WP=SL"e

(Whereupon the d t ref d to, having been previously
marked and identified was received inevidence as Prosecutionts

Exhibit "P=5L* and is attached hereto and made a part of the record.)

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: The Prosecution offers in evidence a trus
and correct English translation of its Exhibit WRW54" and requests
that it be attached to the record and marked Prosecutionts Exhibit
"P=5LANe

DEFENSEs On behalf of the Defense, there is no objections

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit offered by
the Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked Prosecutionts
Exhibit "PeSLA%,

(Whereas the document referred to, having been previously
marked and identified was received in evidence as Prosecution's
Exhibit "P=5SLA" and is attached hereto and made a part of the records)

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution requests permission to read
its exhibit WR-SLA".

PRESIDENTs Grantede

CAPTAIN SHUMACKFR: (Reading): -

"I, Johann WASENBERGER, having firat been duly sworn,
upon oath make the following statements

"At the tims of the EIFEL campaign in December 19LL,
I was pioneer in the 2nd platoen, 3rd Panzer Pioneer
Company (TNe3rd Armored Enginerring Co.) lst SS Panszer
Pioneer Battalien (TH-Armored Engineering Bn) "ISSAH"e

(26
Statement of Wasenberger
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"Shortly prior to the EIFEL campaign in December
M\hyhmhunatmntmmkdn.m

Coe gave a orisntation in o
mnuu-u;xuutummmvo:mm
He said at that the following:

*The mrunu of m- coming campaign
Wo will support for it
otnnponi.bhm. W also will have air
superiority at our disposal, Troops in American
wiforms will precede us and oreate confusion
among the enemy. Should you emcounter such
poople who wave their steel helmets over their
heads then you will not opem fire at thems In
t?h campaign you will not take any prisoners
of ware!

"During the EIFEL campaign I experienced at various places
that no priscners of war were taken. However, I only remsmber
one place where I myself received the order to shoot one
prisoner of wars

"It was on 17th December 194k, in the early afternoon
hours when we reached a crossroads about l lme north of
mnsmnr. At this crossroads coming from BUELLINGEN,

, we turned left at the cwrve towards
-nnmnr. When we drove left around the curve there was
on the right hand side of the road a house; next to this
house on the right hand side of the road was a pasture
in front of which we stopped on the right hand side of
the roads I then noticed that at this pasture were a great
number of American priscners of war, part of them dead and
soms of them alives I would like to state tlat these
prisoners of war were already lying on the grounde At
this time our SPW crew was as follows; Unterscharfushrer
BODE (SPW Commandant), Sturmmann IOSENSKI, Pioneer JIRASSEK,
Pioneer KIES, and I myself, Pioneer WASENEERGER. Those are
all the names which today I am still able to remembers

"After Unterscharfushrer BODE, Sturmmann INSENSKI,
and Unterscharfushrer BEUTNER had spoken for a short while
Unterscharfushrer BODE suddenly opemed fire at the prisoners
who were s till lying on the ground and thrashing arounds

"Thereupon IOSENSKI pointed with the hand at one
prisoner of war who was still alive and ordered me to give
this man the mercy shote I had to carry out this order and
shot with my carbine 90 at this prisoners I am certain that
this prisoner didn't continue to suffer and that he was
dead, because afterwards he did not move any longers This
is the only time during the EIFEL campaign that I received
the order to shoot at prisoners of ware I would like to
add that other German soldiers as well shot at this place
at American priscners of war who were lying at this crosse
roads, Howsver, I am not able to say any more with
certainty the names of these peoples

"Immediately after this shooting was over we drove
on in the direction of ENGELSDORFs

"This statement consisting of 5 pages was made by
me voluntarily uninfluenced by any duress, threat, coercion
or promise of any nature.

(27
Statement of Wasemberger
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facts that I have stated

ac
I am ready to repeat same under
e

" /s/ "Johann WASENEERGER
16 aprdd 196

"Subscribed and sworn to before me
this 16th day of April 1946
"Robart E. BEYRNE

1st Lte JAGD™

(Whereupon the statement was read in the German languages)
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CAPT, SHUMACKER: Prosecution requests permission
because of this pretty poor handwriting for the witness to
read this statement,

PRESIDENT: Granted.

(Whereupon the statement was read in German by the

witness.)

CAPT, SHUMACKER: The prosecution offers in
evidence one picture affidavit executed by Johann Wasenberger
bearing the photograph of Friedel Bode, requests that it be ,
attached to the record and marked Prosecution Exhibit No.
P-5}4-B.

DEFENSE COUNSEL: On behalf of the defense, there
is no objection to the picture affidavit or any necessity
for reading the same and it is admitted that the photograph
is that of the accused Bode.

PRESIDENT: There being no objection the exhibit
offered by the prosecution will be admitted into evidence
and marked P-54-B.

(Whereupon the document referred to was received in
evidence as Prosecution Exhibit No., P-54~B and is attached
hereto and made & part of the record.)

CAPT, SHUMACKER: You may cross examine,

DEFENSE COUNSEL: The defense does not desire to
cross examine the witness.

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? There
appear to be none. The witness is excused.

CAPT. SHUMACKER: Prosecution calls as its next
witness, Lt. Perl.

Lt., Perl, you are reminded you are still under

WILLIAM PERL, a witness for the prosecution, having
previcusly testified, resumed the stand and testified further
through an interpreter as follows:

123




REDIRECT EXAMINATION (CONTINUED)
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUMACKER)

Q Are you the same Lt, Perl who has previously testi-
fied in this case? :

A Yes, sir,

Q During the course of your interrogations at IP No, 2
Schwaebish Hall, Germany, did you have occasion to interrogate
one Erich Rumpf?

A Yes, sir, I did,

Q Did you interrogate him on more than one occasion?

A On many occasions.

Q As a result of your interrogations, of Erich
Rumpf, did he make a statement to you?

A Yes, sir.

Q In what form was that statement made?

A He made oral statements first and then a final

statement in writing.

Q d Can you identify the Erich Rumpf you are speaking

Yes, sir.

Is he among the accused present?

Yes, sir, he is.

What number is he wearing?

Number 5k.

CAPT. SHUMACKER: I hand the reporter an instru-
ment and request that it be marked Prosecution Exhibit No,
55 for Identification.

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution

Exhibit No, 55 for Identification by the reporter.)
QUESTIONS BY CAPT. SHUMACKER (CONTD)

T hand you Prosecution Fxhibit marked No, 55 for

(30




identification and ask you if you recognise the handwriting and
know the signature.

A Yes, sir. It was written and signed by Erich
Rumpf .

Q Is that the same Erich Rumpf you have just
identified as wearing number 542

A Yes, sir.
Was that statement signed in your mresence?
Yes, sir,
Was it sworn to?
It was.
Who administered the oath?
I did.

Was this statement made voluntarily?

Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A

Yés, sir,

Q Did you use any force or threats to obtain this
statement?

A I did not.

Q Did you make any promises of any kind to Rumpf
to obtain this statement?

A No, sir.

CAPT, SHUMACKER: Prosecution offers in evidence
its exhibit which has been marked P-55 for identification,
requests that it be attached to the record and marked
Prosecution Exhibit No. P-55,

LT, COL, DWINELL: Defense objects to the
evidence on the grounds previcusly stated.

PRESIDENT: Objection is overrulad. The exhibit
offered by the prosecution will be admitted into evidence and
will be marked P-55.

(Lt. Perl - Redirect)
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(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously
marked and identified was received in evidence as Prosecution
BExhibit No. P-55 and is attached and made a part of the record.)

CAPT, SHUMACKER: The prosecution offers in evidence
a true and correct English translation of its exhibit P-55
requests that it be attached to the record and marked Prosecu-
tion Exhibit No, P-55-A.

DEFENSE COUNSEL:s On behalf of the defense, there
is no objection to the translation.

PRESIDENT: There being no objection the exhibit
offered by the prosecution is admitted into evidence and will
be marked P-55-A.

(Whereupon the document referred to was received in

evidencd as Prosecution Exhibit No. P-55-A and is attached

hereto and made a part of the record.)
CAPT, SHUMACKER: Prosecution requests permission
to read its exhibit no. P-55-A.
PRESIDENT: Granted.
CAPT, SHUMACKER: (Reading)
"I, Erich RUMFF, Obersturmfuehrer, after first being
duly sworn, make the following statement under oath:
"During the EIFEL offensive I was Company Commander
of the 9th Panzer Pioneer, lst SS Panzer Regiment,
L.SS.A.H, which was assigned to the Armored Group,
commanded by Joachim PEIPER, then Obersturmbannfuehrer.
"Ever since May 194) I was under the command of
Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPER as my company belonged to
the 1st SS Panzer Regiment LSS.A.H.
"I make the following statement about the events
during the EIFEL offensive.

&

"Order pertaining to application of terror methods
in regard to shooting of prisoners of war.

"1,) Before the start of the EIFEL offensive in

(32
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November and the first days of December 19Ll, the first
S3 Panser Regiment was stationed in the area of
WEILERSWIST.

"Already at that time it was made clear to us

that on account of the importance of the coming offens ive,
the rules of warfare which up to then had been followed

in the west, would not be strictly adhered to. These
deviations from the rules which up to then were adhered

to in the west already became apparent at the sand-table
exercised by remarks of Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIFER and
Sturmbannfuehrer POETSCHKE, commander of the 1lst battalion,

"Formal orders along these lines were mt issued at that
time, tut the policy to be followed was already apparent.
I know that Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPER said among other
things, during the sand-table exercised or during the follow-
ing officers' meetings in regard to the conduct of warfare
in the coming offensive, "Also a bad reputation has its
commi tments", I don't know how the other officers under-
stood "bad reputation". I personally recall a case in
RUSSIA in which we had to set fire to an entire village
of about 2000 inhabitants, and had to shoot the whole
civilian population on orders. This crime certainly con-
tributed to the foundation of what is meant by the bad
reputation of the SS.

"Besides this remark of PEIPER I can also remember that
Sturmbannfuehrer POETSCHKE already declared either during the
sand-table exercised or the following officers' meeting that
no pardon would be granted in the coming offensive. Also,
other remarks having the same sense were made by Obersturm-
bannfuehrer PEIPER and Sturmbarnfuehrer POETSCHKE at that
time, but the words I do not remember any longer.

"In order to make up for our military inferiority, it
was already clear at that time that the intention existed
to spread among the enemy terror and fright, and that we
were to carry on in a way which up to then was not followed
in the west.

"2a. The first formal issuance of orders in regard to
use of terror methods happened on the 12th of 13th December
194k at the Regimental Command Post in WEILERWIST. At that
time I was ordered to the command post., There I was met by
an Ordnance officer whose name I do not remember any more.
The Ord officer pr d to me a secret regimental
order which I read through in his presence. The contents of
this order were as follows:

"The armored group has the mission to break
through and gain space in depth, the fire-power
and 'pum¢h' are strong; the armored group is weak
from an Infantry point of view, therefore, the
armored group has to keep its strength together
by all means, and under no circumstances should
split up its power. All other missions such as
guarding of prisoners of war, mopping up of vil-
lages belong to the Infantry accompanying the
armored group, or directly following it. There-
fore, the situatiom can arise when prisoners of
war have to be shot and if necessary the resistance
has to be broken by terror."

"These are the words of the order as far as I can
(33
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remember. Naturally, it is possible that one or another
word was added, HNowever, I believe that the words are
correct and, in any case I have quoted in my own words,
the sense of this order.

"While I was reading this arder, Joachim PEIFER, the
Commander of the Armored Group, entered the room in which I
stood. Hoglanced at the paper and then repeated with a slight
smile what he already said before. He saids "Also a bad
reputation has its commitments",

“Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPER then added, “Also, tell
your men and impress upon them, so you don't experience a
failure, that no one must stay behind because every man
and every vehicle are needed."

"Before I left the command post at that time I had to
sign that I would not talk to anyone about the parts of the
order which referred to the employment of terror methods and
the possible shooting of prisoners of war except to those who
had to know it in line of duty. In my opinion this was a
preventive action in case of capture. Possible for the same
reason this order never went to my company in writing. I
only got to read it.

"To better understand part 2a of this statement I have
made a sketch which I attach to this statement. It is marked
with "A" and shows the position of the regimental command
post at WEILERSWIST. The attached sketch marked "B" shows
the command post proper.

Hereon means (on Sketch "B"):
I. Room of Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPER,

II. Room of Regimental Adjutant Hauptsturmfuehrer
GRUHLE in which I read the order.

III. Room of Ordnance Officer and Regimental Office.

IV. Kitchen

a) Table
b) Couch
c) Closet

"2b.) On the same day on which I signed the order
described in 2a, also a written regimental order arrived at
my company. This orddr was supposed to be read to the men
of the company before the beginning of the offensive. It
demanded of the men complete exertion of their efforts. In
regard to the prisoners of war this order said figuratively
the same as was said in the secret order signed by me. *his
order which was to be read to the company reminisced, among
other things, about the women and children who were killed
by the American bombers, and it said that in this offensive,
German soldiers and especially the men in the west would have
the opportunity to take revenge for the bombardments. Further-
more, I know for sure that this written order which I had to
read expressly stated that our reputation must precede us to
terrorize our enemies. Whether this regimental order speci-
fically mentioned prisoners of war, I do not recall any longer.
I am sure of it that the order which had to be read did not
specifically say that it was not allowed to take prisonegs of
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war, However, I am just as certain that by mentioning the
bombardments in connection with she appeal, that our reputation
had to precede us to terrorise our enemies, conveyed to every
man, in effect, that in case he did shoot prisoners of war,
this would be in line with what is permitted.

3,) The regimental order described in 2b I read on 13

Duuber 194l to my company assembled in the school building

in BADORFEKDORF. , Furthermore, I instructed my men on this
occasion in accordance with the expressed order of Ober-
sturmbannfuehrer PEIFER to the effect that the vehicles and
merrt had to keep together, In regard to prisoners of war I did
not add anything to the order read, At the interrogation I
was told that men in my company claim I gave an explicit order
according to which no prisoners of war would be taken, These
men &re mistaken, As I'already said, it appeared from the order
which I received from the regiment, and which I read without
comment, that the use of terror methods was desired by the
regiment, and evidently some men in my regiment drew their
own conolusions from this order and accepted it as an order
given by me,

II.

'Shontinﬁ of Prisoners of War before the Cross-roads near

“1,) BUELLINGEN, Unterscharfuehrer Leo SIER of the 2nd
Platoon, 9th Panzer Pioneer was with his SPW and probably a
second SPW assigned to one of the companies of the armored
group as pioneer, Which company it was I do not know any
longer. Anyhow, it was one of the companies which parbici—
pated in the battles for BUELLINGEN.

"On the 18th December, SIER brought me an American
leather combination flying suit which I exchanged for my old
uniform, Hereby SIER reported to me: "No prisoners of war
were taken in BUELLINGEN, At the airport where I got the
combination flying suit, and in the houses of BUELLINGEN, we
shot American prisoners of war."

"2,) Also in BUELLINGEN Unterscharfuehrer HAAS from the
penal group of the Panzer Pioneers did, according to his own
statement, shoot some American soldiers. HAAS told me, "I
still found Americans in the houses in BUELLINGEN and bumped
them off," HAAS drove into BUELLINGEN together with me; at
this time there was no more action in BUELLINGEN any more and
HAAS entered the houses without an order from me to search
for hidden Americans. Hereby he probably took men along from
his penal group. Who were men were I do not know, HAAS
made the report to me described above when I was at the
western exit of BUELLINGEN and he was apparently pleased to
have bumped off the Americans.

III

“"The Events at the Cross-roads befor: ENGELSDORF.
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"Coming from BUELLINGEN I arrived about noon at the cross-
roads where the street turns sharply left towards ENGELSDORF,
and from where it is about 3 kilometers to ENGELSDORF, Hereby
I drove in the leading wehicle of that part of my company which
had no definite units of pioneers attached. This remaining
portion left to me comprised about one-third of my company.
Other than myself, the crew of my vehicle was composed ofs

Unterscharfuehrer Walter KORF - Company troop leader
Unterscharfuehrer Karlheinz HAGESTEDT - Radio Unterfuehrer
Rottenfuehrer Richard WECK - Messenger and machine gunner
Sturmmann VEIL - SPW driver.

"Untersturmfuehrer (unther GERING, actually not belonging
to my vehicle, drove, however, from BUELLINGEN with me.
Immediately behind me, maybe one-half minute or so later, the
next vehicles of my company arrived. The sequence of these
vehicles I cannot recall any longer. It must have been
vehicles of my lst Platoon though, At the time of my
arrival on these cross-roads A Panser IV stood perhaps LO
meters away from these Cross-roads on the road towards
ENGELSDORF., It stood on the right side of tlie road.

"At the house located at the crossing stood two personnel
vehicles, It is possible that these were jeeps, captured by
ue previously. Anyhow, these vehicles had German drivers who
apparently had arrived with them.

"I do not recall to have seen any prisomers of war right
at the time of my arrival. However, it is possible that this
has slipped my memory. I remained standing at those eross-
roads where at that time there was yet no traffic jap.

The road was open, While I stood there, still in my SPW
Untersturmfuehrer HERING went to the Panzer IV, described
previously, which stood at the right side of the road be-
hind the curve, and talked with the commander. Who the
commander of this Panzer IV was I don't know any longer.
For a better understanding of the situation of this locality
at the time of my arrival, T have made a sketch which I have
marked "C" and also attach it to this statement. On this
sketch is meant:

A. American soldiers in field.

1. Panzer IV with the commander of which HERING
talked.

2, 2-3 men of the 1st battalion with machine
pistols, probably the guards.

3. Two personnel vehicles

L. A soldier in black uniform
5. 2 or 3 American trucks

6. My o SP¥

7. Arriving tank and SPW column
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From the moment I stopped, tanks which were up till then be-
hind me, passed me some of them stopping at the crossing or
else in front of the field which is situation south of the
house, Within the first minutes, men of my company dismount-
ed at this place - however, none from my vehicle - walked to-
wards the field which is located south of the house at the
cross-roads, and where later on the prisoners were shot. Some
of these men returned and also passed my SPW, saying that in
the field by the house, there were a great mumber of prisoners
of war standing, Only by that did I learn that there were
prisoners at all in the field or near the house. Shortly
after I heard these remarks made by the men of my company =
the names I do not recall any longer - I saw Obersturmfuehrer
Friedrich CHRIST, compsny commander of the 2nd Company, 1lst
Panser Regiment, L.S8./.H. walking towards the house at the
cross-roads, I still can remember that I was astonished ©
see him there because the 2nd Panzer Company was, to my know-
ledge not yet at this place. At that time I figured that he
had driven in one of the personnel vehicles. A few minutes
later, in all about 5 minutes after my arrival, I went to
Obersturmfuehrer CHRIST, who just had a conversation with an-
other officer standing at the cross-roads. I believe this
second officer was an Untersturmfuehrer and belonged to the
service company. The latter circumstance remained in my
memory because we conversed about the problem of gasoline sup-
plied which was up to him to tackle. Even now I, myself, did
not see the prisoners of war, because from the position where
I was talking Wth the two officers they were not visible and
therefore, I do not know who was guarding thes@ prisoners. At
this time, however, I already knew that prisoners of war stood
in the field behind the corner. Obersturmfuehrer CHRIST now
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of the of SBervice
s couldn't you give me a few men ?7.It is
Isaid, "0f course ", aad walked to my SPW in
Before I reached my SFW I turned
around and asked Obersturmfuehrer Christ, "How many men do you need 1"
Christ answered, "One group is encugh." Thereupon I called Ober-
scharfushrer Dirr, the section leader of the first platoon to me. As
Ob Dirr hed me, Obsrsturmfushrer Christ told me
that my men should report to a lomor whose name Obersturmfushrer
Christ mentioned at that occasion; however, his name I have forgotten.
I believe that the rank of this man to whom my men were to report
was Rottenfushrer.

In the meantime Dirr came to me and I ordered him to go to
the Rottenfuehrer and inquire of him what kind of an order it was.
Up to then I did not imow what this detail furnished by me had to
do. However, I was already suspicious when Obersturmfushrer Christ
requested an entire group as I sensed that this group would probably
be used for the shooting of prisoners of war. After about two to
three minutes Dirr returned to me and told me,"This man tells ms that
I should shoot prisoners of war."! Hersby he made gestures which indicat-
od that he was indignant about this intention. I then said to Dirr
"This you don't have to do, you go on back to your SFW."

At the interrogation I was told that Dirr passed on to a
Panser Commander an order to shoot the prisoners of war(respectively
handed over the order: Trans Note' in order to get out of this thing.

IulmthltDBrr, before he returned to me and indignantly
told me that he was to shoot prisoners of war,already had passed on
the order with the assumption that Iwuld probably insist on the
exscution of the order.

For a better understanding of my statement I have made an
additional sketch of the cross-roads, marked it "D", and attach
it to this statement. It reproduces the situation at the time
when I ordered Obsrscharfuehrer Ddrr to report to the Rottenfushrer
designated by Obsrsturmfuehrer Christ.

Hereon means3:

1. Position where Oberstummfuehrer Christ asked me for
men.

2. My SPW where I gave the order to Dorr.

3. SAT's of my company, about 4 or 5.

Lo Column of slowly passing Panzers and SPN's.

5. SAN's stopping, probably Schumacher, 1lth SFW Co.
6. About 10-12 men in grey, some in black uniforms.
T+ Panzer IV stoppinge.

8+ Individual men of my company, some walking towards the
field, some returning from there.

It was also at this time that Untersturmfuehrer Hans Hennecke
of the 1st Co. 1lst Panzer Regiment, L.SS.A.H. drove around the cormer
with one ormhnurvfl.lmuommtmutumho or three
Panzer V's ded by He pped direetly at the house at tha
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beginnming of the field; however I cameot state whether this was Unter-
sturmfushrer Hennecke's Panter or ene of the two or three eof his
platoon. I also saw Untersturmfushrer Erich Minkemer of the 7th Coe
lst 8S Panser Regt. L.8S.A.H. drive slowly around the corner in a
r IVe However I don't know any more h
r's Panser stopped behind the corner. All tul hnpvp-nd
imediately before the shooting started.

After I talked with Oberecharfushrer DBrr, for the second
time I went to the American truck indicated with "S" on sketch "CW
as I did not want to watch the shooting about to take place.

During all this time my SFW's totalling L or 5 steod on the
road directly before the crossing on the road leading te the crossing;
also, some other SFW's and Pansers drove slowly around the corner.
Which units these Pansers and SFW's belonged to I don't lnow any
longer, with one exception that I saw
of the llth Company, 3rd Armored Battalion running arcund at the
mu:vldl, and later saw him Il‘.l.u.ng in front of a lhlﬂ.y moving SFW.

the time of

Anyhow, her was
the lbou.nz at this loouu.on.

After I stood for about one or two minutes at the truck
indicated with 5 on Sketch "C", and watched as men unloaded "K"
Rations, the firing at the prisoners of war, standing next to the
house began, which I could hear but did not see. A great number of
weapons fireds machine guns, rifles, and pistols, perhaps also machine
pistols. This shooting lasted about one-hslf mimute or a little less.
About threec minutes after the first big shooting was over I left
the American truck and went to my SFW - I shouted to my men,"Let's
g0 -~ we move out ". About one minute later we drove off in the
direction towards Engelsdorf when I passed a field where the picture
which I have shomn on ukoteh WE" presented itself, and which I have

ttached to this s

Hereon is meants
1 - My company driving up
2 = A stationary SFW

3 = A Pangzer IV which shortly afterwards opened fire,with
the turret towards the dead soldiers.

L - An SPW on the left side of the street

S - About ) SPW's halting

6 - Panger and SPW column coming towards the crossing
7 = About 10 soldiers mostly all in grey uniforms

When I was already past the field, the Fanzer standing at the
northern end of the field opened fire. Approximately at the place
wherel was when the Panzer at the northern end fired, therefore about
100 meters from the south end, I saw an American priscner of war
walking parallel with the road ditch towards the crossrcads and Isaw
as he knelt down folding his hands before his chest either to pray or
to beg for mercye I do not kmow out of my own knowledge what became of this
single prisoners.

At this time I again drove as first wehiale of my company, and
the other vehicles drove behind me.

(Perl-redirect)
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Shootings in or near STOUMONT.

1,) Obersturmfushrer Frans Sievers, Company Commander of the 3rd
Company, ‘1st Pioneer Battalion,ISSAH uhtcd to me on the evening of
the 21st December on the way from Stoumont to La Gleize that he fought
for a castle near Stoumont which was stubbornly defended by the
Americans. Hereby he also told me that in some rooms of the castle
were A—rl.un- who, shouting loudly, proclaimed that they wanted to
glve t 1 up. He, 's 1ot his men shoot with the"Panser-
fausten" into these reoms mm«m the Americans wers sho wanted to
give themselves up. I still can that Obers h Sievers
related this acoount in a bregging manner and that he also boastfully
added,"I have shown to them what 1t means to irritate the old Sievers."
I was also possible that he said, instead of "irritate","What is means
to want to throw the old Sievers out of the house". ﬂnnhu-fu-hnr
Sievers also related to me that he captured about 4O men in this castle,
among them two or three officers. Whether he shot them I do mot knww.

2,) dMen of my nupnny m-- names I dnn't- recall any longer
informed me atmy ( d Post in S on the 20th or 2lst
December that they saw mn Untersturmfushrer Koch, the platoon leader
of the 1st platoon of the 2nd Company, lst SS Panzer Regiment L.SS.A.H.
shot four or five American prisoners of war. I mmnnot remember any

longer whether they expressly stated that Koch shot the prisoners
himself. However, I know, after I talked with these men of my company
that I was under the impression that Untersturmfuehrer Koch did not
have the prisoners shot, but shot them.

Ve

Shooting of Prisoners of War in IA GLEIZE.

1.) On the evening of 21 December 194k, about 9 or 10 o'clock,
I am pretty sure that time and date as given here are correct, I
arrived in La Gleize and reported to the Command Post of the lst
Battalion. It was located in a cellar of the school building. There
I received from Obersturmbannfuehrer Peiper some tactical pointers.
Alsc Sturmbannfuehrer Poertschke was present. After I had
left this Command Post,Untersturmfuehrer Hans Hennecke of the 1st Co.,
18t SS Panser Pioneer Regiment L.SS.A.H. came after me and said to me
"Peiper ordered that prisoners of war are to be shot. You should
furnish a shooting detail. " Iam also sure that he added,"Send them
over here to this place." Hereby he pointed at the place in front of the
school house. Even before Untersturmfuehrer Hennecke gave me this order
shootings must have taken place in “a Gleize because the drivers of my
company informed me on my arrival that American prisoners of war were shot.

After I received the described orders from Untersturmfuehrer
Hennecke, Iwent to the cellar in which was part of my men. I weas
into the cellar and said,"I need some men for the shooting of prizoners
of wars" Thereupon Unterscharfuehrer Erich Maute, 9th Panzer Pi
Company Medic, with three or four other men emerged from the cellar.

I believe that I there designated these men. I know that one of these
men was Unterscharfuehrer Maute, my Company Medie; I assume that
another one was Sturmmann Schimpel, and I know that the others were
SPW drivers. However, It could be that also a member of the 1lst platoon,
who was not an SPW driver, was among them. * then ordered Unterscharf-
uehrer Maute, who was the only Unterscharfuéhrer among the men, what
I myself was ordered; therefore I said to Maute "You go to the place
in front of the church - prisoners are to be shot." Also I am pretty
sure that I said to Mante that he and his men would be told what to do
by the 1lst Company. I can no longer remember if Maute reported to me
after the shooting; probably he did mot do that as for ome thing it
hfai.nﬂunaningmdlnntinhmthrhmuhshcp
(Parl-r.dimt) (40
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2.) On the nest day, th
myself was present when Oberstursbannfushre:
at the command post of the 1lst Battalion in La Gleise,"Some
Ansrican prisoners of war refused to work for us,thereupen I
had part of the prisoners shote This will be the best lesson for
the remaining ones." These were the words as far as they are in
my memory. He could have said one or two words, but substantially
this is the wording of the remark and certainly it is the mean-
ing of his remarke.

From Oberstursbannfushrer Peiper's remark I got the im-
pression that not only those who refused to work were shot,but
um; warning to the others, a greater mumber of priscners were

3.) On the same evening on which Obersturmbannfuehrer
Peiper gave this declaration that he had a part of the prisoners
shot because some had refused to work, I saw him in friendly
conversation with a captured American Majore. Obersturmbann-
fuehrer Peiper showed himself, contrary to his behavior towards
the other prisoners of war, exceedingly friendly, and conversed
with him for hours. This Major showed himself to be very anxious
about the whereabouts of the other sglonurl of war and about
the way in which they were housed; returmbannfuehrer Peiper
who can well control himself gave, with a serious and quiet
face, ing « Furth re, the Major also asked
whether those American soldiers who fell in the battle would
be buried according to regulations, and with the same serious
face, Obersturmbannfuehrer Peiper answered him.'Naturally, one
of the identification tags goes into the grave, the other will
be fastened on the cross."

At that time I stood together with some other officers
around the Major, and we had to keep from laughing as wo lknew
that the American prisoners were shot. I also can still remember
that Obersturmbannfuehrer Peiper asked the Major for his name
and home address and I also kmow that Hauptsturmfuehrer Niske
wrote down the American Major's name and home address. I can
still remember his name was MacGaw or something similar.The
American Major then also asked Obersturmbannfuehrer Feiper for
his name. Obersturmbannfuehrer Peiper smiled friendly at thisj
however, did not give his name.

In closing I would like to remarkthat no infantry accompanied
or followed us on the route of advance; therefore, the reference
that the guarding of prisoners of war should normally be conducted
by accompanying infantry was a bluff from the beginning. This
"Normalfall" (Translator's note:"Normal case") didnot have a chance
tooccur at all.

I made this statement voluntarily and of my own will,un
influenced by pressure, threats or harsh treatment and uninfluenc-
ed by promises of any kind.

I swear before God that the facts in this statement are

true and I am prepered to repeat them under oath before any
court of justices

(signed) Erich Rumpf
SS Obersturmfuehrers22.3.,1946.

(perl-redirect) (41
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Witnesseds

(l;:u.d) Raphael Shllchr,

Sworn to and subscribed before me
this 22nd day of March 1946 at
Schwabisch Hall,Germany.

Willian R Perl(signed
st L:i‘l‘l.l.;-é;m ?

(Whereupon the Prosecution's Exhibit was then read to the Court in
the German Language).

PRESIDENTs The court will recess until 1030 hours
(Whereupon the Court recessed at 1000 hours)

(Perl-redirect)




(Whereupon Court reconvened at 1030 hours.)
PRESIDENT: Take seats. The court will come to order,
P'.B.OSEOM'ION_: May it please the Oourt, let the record show
that all the members of the Court, all the members of the prosecution,
all the members of the defense with the exception of Mr, Strong and
Dr., Rau, who are absent on business of the defense, all of the de-
fendants and the reporter are present.
LT WILLIAM R, PERL, a witnees for the prosecution, resumed
the stand and testified further as follows:
(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceed-
ings were interpreted to the German counsel and the accused.)
REDIRECT  EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY CAPTAIN SHUMACKER:
Q Lt Perl, do you know the accused Peiper referred to in
Rumpf's statement just read as Exhibit P-55-A?
Yes, sir, I do.
Is he among the accused present?
He 1s.
Will you identify him?
Yes, he is wearing No, 42,
Do you know the accused Franz Sievers mentioned by Rumpf
in Prosecution's Exhibit P-55-A1
A Yes, eir.
Q Will you identify him?
A He is wearing No, 59,
Q Do you kmow the accused Freidrich Christ mentioned by
Rumpf in Proseuution's Exhibit P-556-47
A Yes, sir, I do and he is wearing No. 7.

Q Do you know the accused Munkemer referred to and mentioned

by Rumpf in Prosecution's Exhibit P-55-AY

A Yes, sir, I do and he is wearing ¥o., 39,

(Perl - Redirect)
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X Q Do you know the accused Erich Maute mentioned by Rumpf in
Prosecution's Exhibit P=55-A?
A Yes, sir, He is wearing No. 36.

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution offers in evidence five
Picture Affidavits executed by Erich Rumpf bearing the photographs
of Joachim Peiper, Frang Sievers, Freidrich Christ, Erich Munkemer,
and Zrich Maute and requests that they be attached to the record and
marked Prosecution's Exhibits P~55-B, C, D, E, F and G, respectively.

DEFENSE COUNSEL: On behalf of the defense there is no
objection to the admission of these picture affidavits and no nec-
essity for their being read in court. It is further agreed that they
are pictures of the accused Peiper, Sievere, Christ, Munkemer and
Maute.

PRESIDENT; There being no objection, the exhibits offered
by the prosecution will be admitted in evidence and marked exhibits
P-55-B, P-65-C, P-55-D, P-55-E, P-55-F,

(Whereupon the documents referred to ebove were
received in evidence as Prosecution's EZxhibits P=56-B, P=55-0, P-55-D,
P-55-F and P-55-F, respectively, and same are attached hereto.)

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: You may cross examine.

DEFENSE COUNSEL: On behalf of the defense, at this time
there is no further examination of the witness.

PRESIDENT: Are there any questions by the Court?

There appear to be none, The witness is excused.
(Whereupon the witness was excused, left the witness
stand and took his seat at Prosecution's table in the court room,)
CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: I would like to recall the witness
Harry Thon,
HARRY THON, a witness for the prosecution, was recalled and
testified further as follows:
(Whereupon the questions, answers and other procesd-

inge were interpreted to the German counsel and the accused.)

(Thon - Redirect) T44
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REDIRECT  EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY CAPTAIN SEUMACKER:

Q Mr, Thon, you are reminded that you are still under oath,

A Yes, sir.

Q Are you the same Harry W, Thon who has previously testified
in this case?

4 Yes, sir.

Q During the course of your interrogations at I.,P. No. 2,
at Schwabisch Hall, Germany, did you have occasion to interrogate
one Willi Von Chamier?

A Yes, sir, I did.

. S As a result of your interrogation did Von Chamier make a
statement?

A Yes, sir, he did,

Q And in what form was the statement made?

A He made an oral statement first and wrote a statement the
following day.

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: I hand the reporter a statement and
request that it be marked Prosecution's Exhibit 56 for Identifica~
tion,

(Whereupon the paper referred to was marked
"Prosecution's Exhibit P-56 for Identification".)

Q I hand you Prosecution's Exhibit marked P-56 for Identifi-
cation and ask you to state whether or not you kmow the handwriting
and signature thereon?

A b¢ ir, I know, This is the handwriting of Willi Von
Chamier, and his signaturs,

And was that statement signed in your presence?

Yes, sir, it wae.

Wae it sworn to?

Yes, sir,

(Thon - Redirect)




Who administered the oath?
You did, Oaptain Shumacker,

Was that statement made voluntarily?

Yes, sir,

Did you use any force cr threats to obtain that statement?
Yo, sir.
Did you moke any promises of any kind?

Fo, sir.

o b o > & P O F o

Can you identify Willi Von Chamier among the accused

A Yes, sir, I can,

Q What number is he wearing?

He 1g wearing No. 6.

PRESIDENT: No. 6 stand up--elt down,

(‘.Whereupon the accused wearing No, 6 did as requested.)
QUESTIONS BY CAPTAIN SHUMACKER (Cont'd):

Q Is the Willi Von Chamier who signed Prosecution's exhibit
marked P-56 for Identifidation the same Willi Von Chamier you have
Just identified wearing No, 67

A Yes, sir.

PROSECUTION (Capt. SHUMACKER): Prosecution offers in
evidence the exhibit marked P-56 for Identification and requeets
that 1t be attached to the record and marked Prosecution's Exhibit
P-56.

LT COL DWI he defense objects to the evidence on the

nds previously stated.

PRESIDENT; The objection is overruled. The exhibit offered
by the prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked exhibit
P-56.

(Whereupon the paper referred to kaving previously

merked snd identified was received in evidence as Frosecution's Exhibit

(Thon ~ Redirect)




P-56, and same is attached hereto and made a part of thie record.)

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution offers in evidence & true
and correct English translation of its exhibit P-56 and requests that
it be attached to the record and marked F-56-A.

DEFENSE COUNSEL: On behalf of the defense there is no
objection,

PRESIDENT; There being no objection, the exhibit offered
by the prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked P=56-4.

(Whereupon the paper referred to above was received in
evidence and marked Prosecution's Exhibit P-56-4, and same is attach-
ed hereto and made a part of this record.)

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: The prosecution requests permission to
read its exhibit P-66-A.

PRESIDENT; Granted.

(Wnereupon Prosecution's Exhibit P-56-A was read as followe:

"I Willi von CHAMIFR, after firet being sworn meke
the following statement:

"During the FIFEIL offensive in December 1944 I was
with the penal group, 9th Panzer Pioneer Company, lst
Panzer Regiment LSSAE, My rank was that of an Unter-
scharfuehrer,

"We left our assembly area in the early morning hours
of 16 December 1944 for the attack.

"During our advance we passed through several villages
the name of which I do not know any more.

"We reached a big cross-road about mid-day of the
following day, 17 December 1944, approximately 4 kilometers
north of Engelsdorf. On the right side:of the street, cmm-

m Buellingen, before one turns left into the main
rdes Engelsdorf, stood Obersturmfuehrer Ru
hich carried the follow:
d approximately eix metere behind R

The Gruppenfuehrer Oscha Wedeleit

The Asst L Uscha Hass

The MG Gunner I Rottf Katcher

The MG Gunner II Uscha, Von Chamier, Willi
Rifleman I Uscha Piotta
Rifleman II Schuetze Rieder
Rifteman III " Corzieni

(Thon ~ Redirect)




"We stood there awhile when Obergturmfuehrer Eumpf
motioned us to come to him, At that time he stood in
front of a house which stood directly on the corner of the
right-hend side of the street, coming left around the bend
traveling to Engelsdorf. We had not yet arrived when he
shouted to us to get our weapons and to follow him right
away, He led us, meaning the whole crew of the SPW of
Cberscharfushrer Wedeleit to a pasture which was immed-
iately south of the house., We stood on the north side
of this pasture, on the cornmer next to the street. On
this pasture approximately 30 American prisoners were
standing with their hands raised, and wearing American
uniforms which I kmow., The prisoners had no arms and
stood there quietly., In my opinion there was no reason
to bump those prisoners off. Immediately thereafter,
Obersturmfuehrer Rumpf gave us the following order after
we had arrived at the above mentioned corner of the
pasture with him, "Bump the prisoners off". I am not
sure whether those exact words were used, but the mean-
ing is correct, Thereupon we opened fire on the prisoners
of war end at the same time, the machine guns of the
tanks and SPW's that stood on thig street at this
pasture., I pereonally fired 6 shots at the prisoners
with my carbine. I don't know how meny shots Reider
fired, dbut I heard and saw that he did shoot at the
prisoners,

"Corzieni, Katcher and Piotta did also shoot with
their rifles into the prisoners, and Oberscharfuehrer
Wedelelt with the pistor. I also sew how Oberschar-
fuehrer Rumpf shot into the prisoners, I also saw
Unterscharfuehrer Haas shoot into the prisoners with
hie machine pistol.

"We returned to our SPW's and mounted after the
prisoners had fallen to the ground. Only Haas remained
on the pasture and I saw from our SPW Haas walking once
more amongst the prisoners end shooting the prisoners
lying on the ground. One case I remember especially
clearly, nemely one of those lying on the ground and
believed to be dead, raised himself half-way up, He
pointed to the rear part of his body which gave me the
impression that he wes wounded there, This man was elso
shot dead by Haas with his machine pistol.

"After the shooting was over we received an order
from Obersturmfuehrer Rumpf to proceed on our march,

"Po clgrify the above ste ent, I have made &
sketch, marked it Zxhibvit "A", and made it a part of my
statement.

"This statement consisting of 3 pages and one sketch
was made of my own free will without force, duress,
threats, promises of any kind.

81 gswear before God that the facte which I mede in thie
statement are true and am willing to repeat my stetement
under oath before any court of justice.

(signed) Willi Von Chamier
21, 3. 1946

(Statement - Von Chamier) (48




"Sworn to and subscribed before me
this 2lst day of March 1946, at
Schwabisch Hall, Germany
/s/ Raphael Shumacker
Capt. CMP "
CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: I request permission of the Court for
the witness to read the German statement.

PRESIDENT; Granted,

(Whereupon Prosecution's Exhibit P-56 was read in

the Germen lng\nga.)
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LCAW MEMBER: There 1s a possible correction
in the English translation. Will you refer. to your
statement again? Look at the long paragraph, just
after the names of the occupants of the vehicle, where
the statement refers to the prisoners in the pasture.
The American translation says, "Approximately 30 American
prisoners" and I believe you said "oo".

THE WITNESS: That may be, sir. That 1s an
error on my part but 1t looks like a "3" or a "o".

CAPT. SHUMACKER: If 1t pleases the Court,
it is perfectly all right to take the word of Von
Chamier himself as to what he meant by the figure. It
i1s not very plain.

CAPT. NARVID: The number is 90.

LAW MEMBER: Then the American translation
of 'Exhibit P 56-A will be correctdd to read "90" instead
of "30 American prisoners",

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (CAPT. SHUMACKER)

Q Mr. Thon, do you know the accused Max
Rieder referred to by Von Chamier in the statement
Just read, Prosecution Exhiblt P-56-A.

A Yes, I do know him,

Is he among the acaused present?

Yes, he is.

fhat number is he wearing?

Number 51.

PRESIDENT: Number 51, stand up.

(Whereupon the accused did as directed.)
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (CAPT., SHUMACKER)

CAPT, SHUMACKER: The Prosecution offers

in evidence two picture affidawits executed by the

accused Willi Von Chamlfageh'ririn: the photographs of
(Thon-redipect) !
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Rumpf and Rieder and request that they be attached to
the record and marked Prosecution Exhibits Numbers P-56-B
and P-56-C respectively.

PEFENSE COUNSEL: ©On behalf of the Defense,
there 1s no objection to the introduction of the
pleture affidavits or the necesslty for reading them
into the recorde It is further admitted that these

two affidavits are the photographs of Rieder and Rumpf,

both accused.

PRESIDENT: There bdng no objection, the
Exhibitsoffered by the Prosecution is admitted into
evidence and will be marked Exhibits P-56-B and P-56-C.

(Whereupon the documents referred to, haQing been
previously marked and identified were received in
evidence as Prosecution Exhibits P-56-B and P-56-C
and are attached hereto and made a part of the record.)

CAPT. SHUMACKER: You may cross examine.

DEFENSE COUNSEL: No cross examlnation en
behalf of the Defense, at this time.

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court?
appear to be none. The witness 1s excused.
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew

to the Prosecution's table,)

CAPT, SHUMACKFR: Prosecution would like to

willi
Re PERL, called as a2 witness fo
the Prosecutidn, having been prevlously sworn, was
recalled, resumed the stand and testified further as

Tollows:

(Perl-redirecti
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REDIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (CAPT. SHUMACKER)

Q Lt. Perl, you are remimdd that you are
still under oath.

A Yes, sir.

Q Are you the same lst Lt. William R.'Perl,
that has previously testified in this case?

A Yes.

Q During the course of your interrogations at
I.P. #2, Schwaebish Hall, Germany, did you have occasion
to interrogate one Max Rieder?

A Yes, sir,.

Q As a result of those interrogations, did
Max Rieder make a statement?

A Yes.

Q In what form was this statement made?

A He made first an oral statement and then the
substance of it was dictated to him.

Q Could you identify the Max Rieder that made
the statement that you are referrinz to?

A Yes. He is wearing number 51.

Q A1l right.

CAPT. SHUMACKER: I hand the reporter a
statement and request that it be marked Prosecution
Exhibit Number 57 for identification.

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked
Prosecution Exhibit P-57 for identification by the
reporter.)

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (CAPT. SHUMACKER)

Q Lt. Perl, I hand you Prosecution Exhbit

marked for ldentificatien as P-57 and ask you whether

or not you know the handwriting and the signature thereon?
(Perl-redicrect) 752




A Yes, It 1s Max Rieder's handwriting and his
signature. 3
Q Was the statement signed in your presence?
It was,
Was it sworn to?
Yes.
Who administered the oath?
Idid.
Was the statement made voluntarily?

Yes.

A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q

Was any force, duress or threats used to
obtain this statement?

A No, sir.

Q Did you make any promises of any kind to
Rieder to obtain that statement?

A No. I dild not.

Q Was this statement signed by the same Max
Rieder whom you have just identified among the accused
as wearing the number 517

A Yes, sir.

CAPT. SHUMACKER: May it please the Court,
Prosecution offers in evidence the instrument marked
Prosecution Exhibit 57 for identification and requests
that 1t be attached to the record and marked Prosecution
Exhibit P-57.

LT. COL. DWINELL: Defense objects to the
statement on the grounds previously stated.

PRESIDENT: Objection overruled. The
exhibit offered by the Prosecution is accepted in evidence
and will be marked EAhIbIt P-57.

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been

o K

(Perl-redirect)




previously marked and identified was received in
evidence as Proseoution Exhibit Number P-57 and 1s
attached hereto and made a part of the record.)

CAPT. SHUMACKER: Prosecution offers

in evidence a true and correct English translation

of Prosecution Exhibit P-57. I ask the r eporter to
mark 1t Prosecutlion Exhibit P-57-A for identification.

(Whereuponthe document referred to was marked
Prosecution Exhibit Mumber P-57-A for identification
by the reporter.)

DEFENSE COUNSEL: On behalf of the Defense
there is no ohjection to the translation.

PRESIDENT: ' There being no objection the
exhiblt offered by the Prosecution will be admitted
into evidence and will be marked Exhibit P-57-A.

(Whereupon t he document referred to, having
been préviously marked and identified was received
in evidence as Prosecution Exhibit No. P-57-A and
1s attached hereto and made a part of the record.)

CAPT. SHUMACKER: Prosecution requests

permission to read Prosecution Exhibit P-57-A.

cker read Prosecution

Exhibit P-57-4 ¢
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I, Stursmann Max RIEDER, after first being duly sworn
make the following statement under cath. During the Eifel
offensive in December 194l I belonged to the penal group of
the 9th Ps Pi. Company, 1S5 Panzer Regt., L.S.S.A.H.

On the 16th Decembier 194l, we drove from the Blankenheim
woods and on the 17th December during the early morning hours
started the offensive, The following shootings of American
soldiers - prisoners of war and civilians = during this of-
fensive, I partly saw myself, partly actively participated in, as
I describe iu the following statements

1.) On the 17th December 19k} arcund 8 or 9 o'clock in the
my SPW reached the village of Honsfeld, In my estima-

tion, Honsfeld had already been taken abtout one hour previous by
another German unit, Our vehicle stopped at the beginning of the
village a few minutes, as the column came to a halt, On this spot
I saw how an American soldier stepped out of a ditch of a road
leading towards our road approximately 200 to 250 meters distance
and walk on the street with his hands above his steel helmet.
This American walked slowly and as far as I could see from the
distance, he was unsrmed,

My impression was that he climbed out of the ditch to give
himself up, When Unterscharfuehrer Haas of the penal group of
the 9 P.PI, Company, lst Panzer Regiment L.SS.A.H, saw this, he
aimed his machine pistol at the prisoner and fired a turst at the
prisoner, in my estimation about 10 shots, Thereafter I saw the
prisoner fall to the ground. Whether he was hit I do not know
as the distance was too greats

Apout two minutes later I saw three Americans jumpt out of the
same ditch and run towards the house situated nearby. These
Americans did not have their hands raised above their steel helmets
and it was my impression that they wanted to run away on account
of what they saw happened to their comrade who wanted to surrender,

I saw no cne shbot at these three Americans apparently be-
cause they disappeared too quickly and because we already started
on ourway. At this time the crew of my SPW consisted of the
following men:

Unterscharfuelrer Biota, Unterscharfuehrer Haax, Sturmmann
Barth, Sturmmann Rugrigel, Schuetze Bobrzalek, and myself,

I have made a sketch of this place which I have marked "A"
and attach it to this statement. On it is meant: 1, our SPW,
2. American Jeep in front of which Unterscharfuehrer Haas shot,
3. Road ditch out of which the Apericans jumped, li, House towards
which they ran. 5. Htuses in Honsfeld,

2,A) Apout 1100 hours in the morning of 17 December 19Lk,
we reached the village of Buellingen, At the exit of this village
our SPW's stopped, our whole crew left the vehicle in order to
look around in the nearby houses, I first walked with Sturmmann
Ruprigel, Sturmmann Barth or with one or two others of my
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comrades towards a deserted American kitchen wich was located
right from our direction of travel and in which we found cocoa
and drank same, In this house I did not shoot anybodye, There-
upon, I walked into a house which was across the street together
with Unterscharfuehrer Hass who suggested walking through the
house. In the kdtchen of this house we saw a woman about 4O
years old who was apparently left behind in this house, When
we entered the kitchen we saw her standing in the middle of the
room and Unterscharfuehrer Haas asked her whether there were
m:.:;:‘loldhu in the houses The waman motioned with her

Thereupon Haas sdd to me, "Rieder, bump this wommn off.*

I was armed with a rifle which I then aimed at this woman,
Thereby I stood approximately two meters away from this woman,
my face opposite her face, When the woman saw that I aimed at
her she screamed with fright, remained standing thoughe At the
same moment I already shot aiming exactly at the center of the
forehead, the end of my barrel only about one meter away from
the waman and I hit exactly the same spot I aimed at, I fired
one shot after which the woman immediately collapsed dead, I
then bent down to her to see whether she was dead because if she
would not have been dead I would have fired a second shot at hers
But this was not necessary because I established that the woman
was dead without doubt, I also established at this examination
that the bullet which penetrated the forehead came out the back
of the head and that there was a big hole in the back of the head
from which the brains flowed out. Thereupon I returned to my SPW
while Haas still remained in t he house evidently to search through
ite In my opinion this woman gave no cause for which she should be
shot,

At the SPW I helped the driver Schuetze Bobrzalek refuel gaso-
lene and approximately a quarter of an hour later I entered another
house out of which I took an émeriun fatigue suit with zipper.
However, in this other house I did not bump off anybody.

I made a sketch of this locality and marked it "B, The
sketch marked "B" ghows the position of the house wherein I shot
the woman, On this sketch signifieds

l. Our SPW, 2, Gasoline dump, probably on the market place.
3. Aperican kitchen, L. House in which I shot the waman,
5. House from which I collected the American fatigue suit.

The sketch marked “C" shows the house in which I shot the
woman, On this sketch which I also attach to my statement signi-
fies: I, Kitchen II, Living room III. Hall. 1, Place where the
woman stood., 2a. Place where I stood, 2b. Place where Unter-
scharfuehrer Haas stood. 3. Doors. L. Entrance door to the
living quarters. 5, Exit door (2b) from the living quarters.

6. Street. - After our SPW drove from the spot 1 indicated on
sketch "B" we drove about 200 meters further, There we stopped
again after we had covered the approximate 200 meters on the spot
where Unterscharfuehrer Hering's SPW stood, On this place
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men and women = I do not know any more whether there were also
children amongst them, I also do not imow how many of the
civilians were men or women, I now saw Unterscharfuehrer Haas

of the Penal Group dismount from our SPW. Unterscharfushrer
Haas placed himself by the side of the house and I now saw how
he aimed his machine pistol at the civilians quick as lightning
and started shooting right away., Unterscharfuehrer Haas was at
that time about 80 meters distant from the civilians, The
civilians themselves were at that time hidden from my view as the
corner of the house was in between it, However, I had only a few
seconds before seen the civilians standing south of this place
and nobody else was in the vicinity, Next to Unterscharfuehrer
Haas stood Sturmmann Barth of my company, Barth who had an
American 45 pistol, fired simultaneously with Haas into the
civilians,

Even though I did not see how the civilians were hit I know
that they were hit because I heard them scream with fright and I
heard them moan as it is common among people who are hit, Unter-
scharfuehrer Haas first fired two or three short bursts in my
estimation altogeher appraximately 25 shots, Barth fired also
several shotss, The moment when Haas opered fired I heard the
civilians for the first time scream with fright and between the
bursts I heard moaning.

After Haas had fired these two or three bursts Barth returned
to my SPN and the comnmandant of our SPW, Unterscharfuehrer Biotta
shouted, "8ome on, climb up, we move on," Haas replied, "One
moment," Immediately after Haas said that he aimed his machine
pistol once more in the same direction and fired an additional

‘burst. Immediately before the firing of this large burst, and

afterwards, I did not hear the civilians moan any more.

Haas then returned to our vehicle right away and he said while
climbing up as we were just about to drive off, " Now I have again
bumped off civilians,"

After that Haas filled his magazine with new ammunition.

I also made a sketch of thizm locality and marked it with "D",
On this sketch which I also attach to my statement is meant:
1. Our SPW, 2, Hering's SPW. 3, House. L. Place where Unterschar-
fuehrer Haas stood. 5. Place where Sturmann Barth stood, 6. Place
where the Belgian civilians stood. 3. Is in my opinion the last
house in Buellingen,

3.) Around 1300 hours of the sawe day, therefore, also on the
17th Dgcember 19LL, we arrived at a cross roads on which we travelled
from a bad road onto a good road, and where we had to turn left.
From these crossroads it was still about 3 kilometers to Engelsdorf.

On these crossroads stood a house. On the right side of the
street and that was still on the bad road before one turns left in
the direction of Engeladorf atood the SPW of Obersturmfuehrer Erich
Rumpf, Company Commander of the 9 P,Pi. Company Panzer Regiment I
L. SS. A.H. almost on the crossroads, My SFW stopped approximately S

57
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meters behind the vehicle of Obersturmfuehrer RUMPF. As
we stopped I got off my vehicle to fetch some loot for
myself and the other men of my vehicle, because I saw
north of the crossroads a few American trucks standing on
the road, South of that house situated near the crossroads
and which stands directly at the crossroads on the
ad;dof that road that leads south towards Engelsdorf, is a
eld,

VWhen I went to the American trucks my Company Commander,
Obersturmfuehrer RUMPF stood just at these crossroads and as
far as I remember he was there alone at this time. Adjoining
this house on the crossroads is a field on the righthand side
of the road which leads towards ENGELSDORF, On this field
were already at that time about 60-70 American prisoners of war.
All of them wore Amsrican uniforms and had their hands
raised over their heads.

when I returned to my SPW a few minutes later loaded with
10 in 1 rations from the American trucks Obersturmfuehrer RUMPF
already stood in front of the house.

Directly behind the crossroads, I no longer remember whether
there were still other officers or men in his vicinity, Ober-
sturmfuehrer RUMPF called to me, "RIEDER, you of all the people
are in need of it, get your rifle, You want to shoot without
cartridge pouch?"

The "You of all the people are in need of it" referred to
the fact that I wanted to sneak away from the shooting of the
prisoner or that the getting of the rations was more important
to me because at the time when I returned with the rations, the
other members of the Penal group were already in front of the
prisoners. Unterscharfuehrer HAAS ran about amongst the
prisoners in the field and the others stood dispersed at the
diteh of the road. It was clear to me that the priscners were
to be shot. I then vent on account of the request back to ny
vehicle and fetched my rifle. Sturmmann BARTH of my company was
in the vehicle and told me at that occasion that he just shot an
American soldier in the ditch of the road who lay unarmed in the
ditch with his face in the water and pretending to be dead though
actually was alive.

After I had taken my rifle out of my SPW, I went to the field.
At this time Obersturmfuehrer Erich RUMPF stood no longer in fronmt
of the house but south of the house a little in front of the field
with the prisoners. Besides the following members of the 8t
group were posted in front of the field: (berscharfuehrer WEDEIEIT,
Unterscharfuehrer HAAS, Unterscharfuehrer BIOTA, Unterscharfuehrer
CHAMIER,

I stood across the field towards the north end and near the
house and looked at the prisoners who stood with their hands folded
above their heads in the field. A short time after we arrived
there Obersturmfuehrer RUMPF gave the order to bump off the
prisoners. Thereby he either used the words "Bump the prisoners
off" or "Shoot into them,"

(Rieder statement)
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I do not lmow whether at tMI‘ time there were any other
vehicles standing near the field, I did not pay any attention
to it, I know, however, that all the members of the Penal
Group shot into the prisoners and I also had fired five shots,
All my shots I had aimed at the same prisomers This American
stood near the right edge of the field and only about 6 meters
away from me, He was of medium size and stocky. I aimed all
shots at the head of the American and I saw that he collapsed
already after the first shot, I then emptiedmy magaszine into
the one lying on the ground in shooting another four shots into
the American soldiers lying on the ground. From the beginning
of the first shots I saw that I hit him as intended because he
fell back in such a way which is common for people who receive
a shot through the head. This American undoubtedly was dead.

I also saw the following members of my company shooting at
the prisoners: Our Company Commander Obersturmfuehrer RUMPF who
shot into the prisoners with his pistol, I cannot say any longer
how many shots he fired; however, I am quite sure that I saw him
fire. Unterscharfushrer Willi Von CHAMIER of the Penal group
who I saw on this spot shoot with the rifle into the American
prisoners of war. I do not know any more how many shots Von
CHAMIGR fired; however, I believe he fired the same number of
shots as I did. I further saw HAAS with his machine pistol
shooting into the American priscners of war, also Unterschar-
fuehrer B IOTTA of the Penal group of my company., BIOTTA fired
into the prisoners with his rifle or machine pistol.

Furthermore, I also saw Oberscharfuehrer WEDELEIT of the
Penal group, 9 P. Pi. Company Panzer Regt. I., L.SS.A.H. standing
on the field with his pistol in the hand and as the whole penal
group shot I am sure that he also shot into the prisoners. How-
ever, I cannot state with certainty that I saw how he shot,

Obersturmfuehrer RUMPF was at that time about 5 meters
away from me.

After I had fired my five shots I again returned to my
SPW.

I also have placed this locality on a sketch and marked it
with "En, Tt is attached to my statement and on it is meant:
1, Bad road on which we arrived. 2. Good road towards ENGELS-
DORF, 3. Obersturmfuehrer RUMPF's SPW. L. Our SPW. 5. House
at the crossing. 6. American trucks. 7. American prisoners.
8, My position at the shooting. 9. Position of Obersturmfuehrer
RUMPF, 10. Approximate position of the rest of the members of
the Penal group.

L. Immediately after we had driven past the field, with
the American prisoners of war then dead (scene described in
number 3), I saw how Unterscharfuehrer HAAS shot at a prisoner
of war who with raised hands came down towards the field from
the pasture. I still know how HAAS, who apparently did not
have his machine pistol at hand called out, "A rifle", and one
of our men handed him a rifle and he shot at this prisoner.

(Rieder statement)
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At the time when HAAS opened fire at the priscmer we were
about 4O meters distant from the prisomer. HAAS emptied

the magasine on this American, I saw how the American fell
to the ground. Whether he was hit or whether he did so to
take cover I do not know, Of the five shots HAAS fired he
fired three at the prisoner already lying on the ground. At
about the same time I also saw an American prisoner of war
kneeling right from my SPW near the ditch on the road. I alse
saw how this one apparently hit slowly collapsed, However, I
cannot say whether it was HAAS who shot at this prisomer.

5. In STOUMONT when we arrived during the day for the
first time in STOUMONT I saw how Unterscharfushrer STURMANN
of the 9th Panzer Pioneer Company, panzer Regt. I. L.SS.A.H.
shot an American prisoner of war. Unterscharfuehrer STURMANN
fell in battle the following day.

I made this statement voluntarily and of my own will un-
influenced by force, threats or duress and uninfluenced by
promises of any kind.

I swear by God that the facts I have stated in this deposi-
tion are true and I am prepared to repeat them under ocath at any
time before any court.

(eigned) Max RIEDER

urmmann
26 March 1946
Witnessed in the presence of:
(signed) Morris ELOWITZ
civ. Investigator
WCB, USFET

sworn to and subscribed to before me this
twenty-sixth day of March 1946 at
Schwaebisch Hall, Germany
(signed) william R. PERL
1lst Lt. M.I. 0-555149
Investigator-Examiner
War Crimes Branch USFET"
(Whereupon the statement was read in the German language
by the interpreter.)

PRESIDENT: Court will recess until 1330 hours.

(Whereupon court was recessed until 1330 hours.)

(Rieder Statement)




AFTERNOON SESSION

(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 1330 hours 27 May 1946.)

PRESIDENT: The Court will come to order.

PROSECUTION: If the Court plemse, let the record show that all
members of the Court; all members of the Prosecution, with the excep-
tion of Lt. Col. Crawford, who is absent on business of the Prosecution;
all members of the Defense, with the exception of Mr. Strong and Dr.
Reu, who are absent on business of the Defense; all of the defendants,
and the reporter are present.,

LT. WILLIAM R. PERL resumed the stand and testified further

through an interpreter as follows:

CAPT. SHUMACKER: Lt. Perl, you are reminded that you are still

under oath.
DIRECT EXAMINATION (Continued)
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker):

Q Do you know the acoused Willi Von Chamier, referred to by
Rieder in Prosecution Exhibit No. P=57=A?

A Yes, sir, I do.

Q Is he among the acoused?

A Yes, sir, he is. He is wearing mo. 6.

CAPT. SHUMACKER: The Prosecution offers in evidence two picture
affidavits executed by Max Rieder, bearing the photographs of Erich
Rumpf and Willi Von Chamier, requests that they be attached to the re-
cord and marked Prosecution Exhibits Nos. P=57-B end P-57=C, re-
spectively.

DEFENSE: On behalf of the Defense, there is no objection to the
introduction of the picture affidavits, and there is no necessity for
reading the same. It is further admitted that the two photographs are
those of the accused Rumpf and Von Chemier.

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibits offered by the

Prosecution are admitted into evidence and will be marked Prosecutioa

[4:2

(Perl = Direct)



http:detea.dan.ta
http:Deten.H1

Exhibits P=57<B and P-57«C, respectively.

(Whereupon the documents referred to were marked and received in

evidence as Prosecution Exhibits Nos. P=57«B and P=57-C, respectively,

and are attached hereto and made a part of the record.)

CAPT. SHUMACKER: You may oross-examine.

DEFENSE: On behalf of the Defense, they do not desire at this
time to oross-question the witness.

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court?

There appear to be none. The witness is excused.

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew.)

CAPT. SHUMACKER: The Prosecution calls as its next witness Walter
Fransee.

WALTER FRANSEE, called as a witness for the Prosecution, was sworn
and testified through an interpreter as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker):

Q What is your name?

A My name is Walter Fransee.

Q Frensee, what grade or rank did you hold during the Eifel
offensive in December, 19Ll;,, end January, 19457

A Sturmmenn (Pfe.)

What unit were you in?

1st Panzer Division, 1st Panzer Regiment, Oth Panzer Pioneer

Are you now a prisoner of war of the United Stetes?
Yes.
Where are you being held in custedy?
A In Camp Dachau.
Q Did you participate in the Eifel offensive of the German army
during the period mentioned?

A Yes.

(Walter Fransee - Direct)




Q In what type of vehicle did you ride?
A In the half-track of the lst phteon.. in the vehicle of the
1st platoon leader.
Q Who wae the first platoon leader?
2nd Lt. Hering.
Who was Hering's commanding officer?
1st Lt. Rumpf.
Would you know Obersturmfuehrer Rumpf if you saw him again?
Yes.
Q Will you lock at the defendants om your left and state whe-
ther or not he is among those present?
A Can I get up? The number il. covered up.
Q Yes. v
A No. 5L.
Q Where were you during the early afternoon hours of 17 Decem-
ber 1947
A We approached the Crossroads near Engelsdorf.

Q Were you in the vehicle you have previously mentioned at that

A Yes.

Q Did you see any German vehicles at all on that Crossroads?
A There were no German vehicles parked there.

Q Did you see your compeny commsnder, Obersturmfushrer Rumpf,

et the Crossroads?
A I did not see Obersturmfuehrer Rumpf.
State whether or not you saw his vehicle.

That was standing at the right curb of the roed.

It wes a half-track.

How did you recognisze it as Obersturmfuehrer Rumpf's vehicle?

Q
A
Q Whet kind of vehicle was it?
A
Q
A

I recognized Unterscharfuehrer Korff in the vehicle.

(lnlte.r Frensee - Direct) . 763




Q Who was Unterscharfuehrer Korff?

A Unterscharfuehrer Korff was the chief of the headquarters
section of the company.

Q Was it ocustomary for him to ride in Rumpf's vehicle?

A In his capacity as company headquarters commsnder, yes.

Q When you entered the Crossroads, which way did you turnt

A We turned to our left. v

Q Describe the scene that you saw there after you mede this
left turn.

A We arrived at the Crossroads and took a sharp left. On our
right there was a house, and adjacent to that house there was a meadow,
On that meadow I saw spproximately 100 American prisoners of war who
had been shot. Upon driving along the road, I sew in the ditch near
to the road an American kneeling down.

Q Now, where was this American with respect to the field that
you have described?

A The American wes about 60 meters beyond the Crossroeds.

Q Will you demonstrate to the Court what position this American
was in that you have mentioned?

A Yes. (Indicating)

CAPT. SHUMACKER: Very well. Let the record show that the witness
took & kneeling position on the floor, with his hands reised in front
of his chest, palms together in & praying position.

Q Did you observe or see any firing at this time?

A Upon pessing by this kneeling American, I saw my platoon
leader, 2nd Lt. Hering, shoot at this man from his 7.65 pistol.

How fer was Hering from this men when he fired?
About two to three meters.

Where was Hering riding in your vehicle?

He stood nmext to me, behind the vehicle's cannon.

How many shots were fired by Hering at this kneeling American?

(Walter Frensee = Direct) 164




A He fired about two shots.

Q Did you observe any further shooting, or hear smy further
shooting after this incident?

A Immediately thereafter Untersturmfuehrer Hering shot at an
American who was coming out from a forest behind the field.

Q Will you deseribe how this American held his hands or his
arms as he osme out of these woods?

A He was coming out of the woods and was holding his hands
above his head in a closed fashion.

Q Will you demonstrate how he held his hends?

CAPT. SHUMACKER: Let the record show that the witness reised his
arms and clasped his hends above his head.

Q Weas this American armed?

No.

He emptied his magazine,

A
Q How many shots did Hering fire at this American?
A
Q

How do you know he emptied his magarine?
A Because he then gave me his empty magazine and a full one
to reload.
What heppened to the American after these shots were fired?
I sew him collapse toward the front.
How far wes Hering at the time that he fired at this Americen?
About 30 meters.

And who did you say was Hering's commanding officer at that

A 1st Lt. Erich Rumpf.
CAPT. SHUMACKER: Your witness,
CROSS EXAMINATION
(QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Lt. Wahler):
Q Did you hsppen to notice how many SFW¥*s were present on the

road adjacent to the pasture?
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I did not see any beside the SFW of lst Lt. Rumpf.
Did you mee any tanke?

I did not see any tanks.

What other types of vehicles did you see there?

A We were driving in a convoy of SPW's.
LT. WAHLER: Will you ask that question again? Will the reporter

repeat the question?

(Whereupon the reporter repeated the question.)

A None.

Q Do you remember being interrogated on the 12th day of Janu- y
ary, 1945, by a Major Oliver Seth, who is an Inspecting Genersl from
the United States Army?

A Yes.

) Do you remember the Inspeoting General asking this question
and you giving this answer? ™"Did you see a large number of American
dead in eny one group on 17 December 1944  And did you give this an=
swer? "I saw 30 dead Americsns lying in e field. There were all
soattered all over the field, over an area about 20 yards square on the
right side of the road. On the main rosd, on the cornmer, was a house,
and behind the house there was a field, and next to it waes a forest.

I don't remember any burning house." Do you remember giving that an-
swer?

A I don't remember the exact wording of this answer.

Q Do you remember having been asked this question: "Whet time
of day did you pass this place? To which you gave the answer, "About
two o'clock in the afternoon we drove by." Do you remember having
been asked that question and having given thet answer?

A Yes.

Q Do you remember then having been asked, "Were there German
guards attending there, or any tanks there?" Do you remember having

been asked that question?

(Walter Fransee = Cross)
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A No.

Q Did you at any time give this answer: "I saw no Germans at
this orossroads. Small groups of prisoners will be transferred to the
rear, but will not be shot." Do you remember having given that answer?

A No. 4

Q At the time that you were questioned by this Ma jor from the
Inspecting Gereral's Department, were you sworn under oath at the time
you made these statements?

A No. ‘

Q How meny times did you speak to Prosecution relative to what
you testified on direct examination?

A In Schwaebisch Hall?

Anywhere.
And here in Dachau.

About eight times.

Q
A
Q How many timés were you interrogated?
A
Q

Do you remember the conversation you had with them the first

A Yes.

Q And at that time, do you still remember telling them aboutw
the incident of the shooting of this American prisoner of war in the
ditch along the road south of Malmedy?

A I dide't understand.

CAPT. SHUMACKER: If the Court please, we object to this line of
examination. What this witness told the Prosecution at various times
during his interrogations is not proper cross examination, unless the
Defense has some trenscript of those interrogations and they intend to
attack his credibility. We submit that proper cross examination of
this witness should be confined generally to those things that he has
testified about on direet examination.

LT. WAHLER: If the Court please, that is exactly what we are at=

tempting to do at this time. We are merely esking him, the witness,

(67
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questions relative to conversations that were had with the Prosecution
which he hae testified to on direct exsmination. It certainly is within
the province of the Defense to go into any questions relative to what
he has testified to on direct examination.

LAW VEMBER: Thet is true with respect to any statements he may
have made which sre contrary to statements which he may have made on the
stand today. You are allowed quite a wide' latitude in order to discredit
the witness, but I don't think you can go on a fishing expedition to
find out what he said in conversations. If you do have such statements,=«
You mey continue your examination upon such evidence as you may heve.

LT. WAHLER: That is all, if the Court please.

DEFENSE: If the Court please, Dr. Pfister would like to ask the
witness a few questions.

QUESTIONS BY DR. PFISTER:

Q How far was Rumpf away from you as you were passing the Ameri-
can who was later shot?

A I did not see Obersturmfuehrer Rumpf at that instent.

Q Could you hear him talk?

A Fo.

Q Who of the men were near you when, according to your statement,
Hering shot the kueeling Americen?

A The personnel of my halfetrack.

Q Will you please give ‘the names of the personnsl of the half-
track?

A The driver was Paul Buth, then Fritz Pupkiliss and Spaeh,
Untersturmfuehrsr Hering, and I.

Did you yourself see Hering shoot?

Yes.

Who of the personnel of the vehicle might have seen thai, too?
Possibly Pupkilies.

DR. PFISTER: Thank you,

(Walter Franses - Cross) -« (]
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DEFENSE: No further cross exeminstion.
CAPT. SHUMACKER: Nothing on redireot.
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court?

There appear to be none. The witness is excused.

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew,)




CAPT, SHUMACKER: Call Paul Buth,

PAUL BUTH, called as a witness for the Prosecution,

and testified through an interpreter as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker):

What 18 your name?

Buth,

First name?

Paul,

What grade or rank did you hold during the Eifel

in December 19LL?

Private.

What unit were you in at that time?

Ninth Panzer Pioneer Company, lst SS Panzer Regiment,

Who was your commanding officer?

My platoon leader was 2nd Lt., Hering.

Who was your company commander?

1st Lt. Rumpf.

In what type of vehicle did you ride in during the

A In a half-track.

Q Can you name the personnel in that half-track other
than yourself?

A Yes.

Q Will you do so?

A 2nd Lt. Hering, Sturmann Fransee, radio operator, as
a gunner Sturmann Pupkilies, as 2nd gunner Sturmann Spaeh, as
1st gunner Sturmann Bemmer,

(Pafil Buth - Direct)
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Q * What was your position in this SPW?

A I was an SPW driver,

Q Where were you around 2:00 o'clock on the afternoon
of the 17th of December 19L?

A I arrived at the Cpossroads at 2300 o'clock in the
afternoon,

Q  VWhere was this Crossroad with respect to a village by
the name of Engelsdorf?

A You mean in what direction Engelsdorf was from there?

Q  Yes, in what direction was Engelsdorf from the Cposs-
roads?

A Southwest.

Q About how far was Engelsdorf from the Crossroads?

A The number of kilometers is hard to estimate.

Q Will you step over to Prosecution's Exhibit No. 3 on
the wall, to your right, and locate the Crossroads you are refer=
ring to?

(The witness did as directed.)

A (Pointing) This is the spot.

Q And from which direction did you approach this Cross=
road that you have pointed out on Prosecution's Exhibit No, 37

A Down this street from the Northeast.

CAPT. SHUMACKER: May the record show that when the
witness was asked to locate the Crossroads, he pointed to a
crossroad on Exhibit 3, at the village of Baugnez. (To the
witness) Will you resume the stand.

(Whereupon the witness resumed the stand,)
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker) Cont'd.):

Q Did your vehicle stop at any time shortly before you
(Panl Buth = Direct)
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entered that intersection?

A Yes,

Q  How far from the Crossroads?

A We stopped once about 2 kilometers away from the
Crossroads,

Q Did you stop again as you neared the Crossroads?

A In front of the Crossroads » immediately in front of
the Crossroads we stopped again,

Q How far from the intersection itself?

It might have been 60 to 80 meters.

A
Q And why did you stop there?
A

Because I wanted to get my old place in the convoy
back,
Q Did you get your vehicle back into its proper place
in the convoy?
A Yes,
Q When you entered this Crossroad, which way did you
turn?
In the direction towards Engelsdorf,
Was that to your right or to your left?
Turned to the left, towards Engelsdorf,
Q  Will you describe the scene that you saw after making
that lefthand turn?
A In the instant, while I was taking a sharp left, an
SPW passed my SPW and it contained Unterscharfuehrer Haas, who
was from the "S" group.
Q What do you mean by the "S" group?
A The "S" group was the punishment group in the 9th
Panzer Pioneer Company,
Q What did you see on the righthand side of the road,
(Paul Buth - Direct)
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after making this turn?

A Immediately upon taking this sharp left, I was able to
see some dead American prisoners of war on the field towards the
lefts

Q Did you say "towards the left"?

A Right == to the right.

Q Dan you tell how many were dead, how many were wounded
or how many were playing dead at that time?

A No, I couldn't determine that,

Q What did Haas do after he passed your vehicle?

A Haas fired two or three bursts from his machine pistol
in the direction of those Americans, shooting from his vehicle.
Q Could you see any evidence of any wounds on these

Americans that you lve described?

A One could only see some bloody faces on some of those
Americans, otherwise there was nothing to be seen.

Q Could you tell whether the blood was fresh or whether
it was old?

A One could see that it was fresh blood.

Q How could you tell that?

A Blood that is clotted is of a darker color than fresh

Q Did you see or hear any other shooting after Haas fired
these bursts into those Americans?

A Yes.

Q Will you describe that shooting?

A About 50 meters behind that Crossroad an American was

sitting on the right side, he was sitting on his knees and had

his hands in front of his chest, like this (indicating).

Q And what happened?
A Haas also fired two bursts from his machine pistol on

this American, upon passing him,
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Q From your position as driver in your SFW, could you
tell whether ar not these shots that Haas fired struck the
target?

A I was not able to determine that because I had to
concentrate my attention upon the road again,

Q Where was Untersturmfuehrer Hering riding in your SPW
with respect to where you were stting?

A : Untersturmfuehrer Hering was in my SPW,.

Was he sitting besides you?

Q
A No, he was standing behind, behind the cannon.
Q

Could you see Untersturmfuehrer Hering from your posi-

A No, I could not,

Q Do you know whether or not he fired at this kneeling
American?

A I don't know that because I didn't see that.

Q Would you necessarily hear the sound of a weapon if
he did fire?

A It would be perfectly easy to hear a shot fired from
a pistol caliber 7.65 on top of the noise made by my SPW,

Q Will the witness please repeat his answer to the last
question?

A It is perfectly possible that I might miss hearing a
shot fired from a 7.65 caliber pistol, considering the noise
made by my SFW.

Q After this shooting that you have described by Haas,
did you see or hear any other shooting as you moved down the
road?

A Yes.

Q Will you describe that shooting?

(Paul Buth = iDirect)
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A I later saw one American coming out of the forest.
He was no longer wearing a steel helmet nor did he bear any arms,
He had his hands up, Unterscharfuehrer Haas also shot him,
Q walrmthonhielnthltﬂluminbmywrsﬂ
at that time?
A No more than twenty (20) meters.
In front of your SPW or behind you?

Q
A In front of my SPW,
Q

Was there anything between your SPW and the one he was

A No.

Q Do you know whether or not Untersturmfuehrer Hering did
any shooting at this American?

A No, I couldn't see thats

Q On the next day, 18 December 194k, did you hear Hering
make any statements about any shooting that he had done the day
before?

A I heard it when he made some comments while shaving, in
Stoumont, the next day,

Q What did he say?

A I cannot remember the exact words but I do remember the
substance of it.

Q Well, state the substance.

A Hs orderly was cleaning his pistol, and he said, "Well,
this is a good pistol I have here,. Yesterday I bumped off an
American at a distance of fifty meters.by shooting him through the
head".

Q And what company was Haas -~ was Herring 1n.’l

A They were both in the 9th Panzer Pioneer Company.

CAPT, SHUMACKER: Your witness.

(Paul Buth - Direct)
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CROSS EXAMINATION

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Lt. Col. Dwinell)s

Q

You said you turned left when you got to the Crossroads,

Did your SPW continue to move or did it stop at some place near
the Crossroads?

A

Q
A
Q
A
Q

A

Q
[}
Q
A
Q

No, I kept on driving,

How fast did you go?

A maximum of eight kilometers per hour.
Your SPW has a lefthand drive, hasn't 1t?
Yes.

And who sits on your right?

Nobody was sitting on the right.

Is there a radio on the right of you?
Therc was a radio on the right.

Is it a very large radio?

No.

There is no opening on the right of your vehicle is

There is an opening,
What is the size of the opening?

That is the same kind of a porthole in the tank Just

as it is for the driver,

What is the size of it? How long and how wide?
Thirty by fifteen centimeters,

Who was the radio operator in your BPW?
Fransee,

Was he in the vehicle?

Yes.

Whereabouts?

(Paul Buth ~ Grese)




A He was behind, at the radio.

Q Did Fransee at any time get out of the vehicle while
you were at the Crossroads?

A No.

Q Did you at any time get out of the vehicle while you
were at the Crossroads?

A No, T didn't get ocut either.

Q So that all you know about what happened somebody has
told you, is that right?

A I only said what I saw myself,

LT, COL, DNINELL: That is all.

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Dr. Pfister)s

Q What do you estimate the distance to be from the
prisoner of war lying in the field and your SPW?

A Does that refer to the instance when I was turning or
when I stopped before the street crossing?

Q At the instance at which you claim to have seen the
Americans lying in the field,

A Between 12 to 15 meters.

Q How big is this room here?

A Twenty-two to twenty-five meters long, appraximately.

Q While driving past there did you already think of
whether that was clotted blood or fresh blood?

A I thought about it immediately, because it could be
easily seen that it was fresh blood,

Q And simultaneously you paid attention to the route which
you were driving?

A It may have been only a very few seconds, but I can
recall the picture very well today.

Q Were you driving or standing still at that momewt?

(Paul Buth - Cross)
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A I was turning left at that moment.
Q At what instant did the man who in your opinion did
the shooting, namely Haas, fire?
A At the instant at which I have already made the turn.
Q Can you tell whether your turn was already completed?
My turn was uompllhd.‘
While turning, could you observe what happened besides
turning?
I was able to observe the SPW driving ahead of mine,
Was that the instance at which the shot was fired?
The shot was fired at that instance,
Were you able to recognize the man doing the shooting?
Yes, I could recognize him precisely.

No, I saw it exactly.
Would you identify Haas?
Haas isn't among them (indicating).

Is a man named Hering among the accused to your left?’

A
Q
A
Q
A
Q Isn't it possible that you just heard this?
A
Q
A
Q
A

No,
Q How do you know that the man who did the shooting was
shooting with a pistol whose caliber was supposed to be 7.657
A I didn't claim to have seen Untersturmfuchrer Hering
do any shooting.

Q You stated that the caliber was 7.65. How do you know

A Because a 7,65 was the only caliber pistol that Unter-
sturmfuehrer Hering was carrying.

Q Do you know Hering for quite awhile?

A Yes.

Q Was this 7.65 caliber pistol a pistol still in use or
(Paul Buth - Cross)
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was 1t an obsclete model?
A It was still commonly used with officers.
Q Since you knew Hering so well and for so long a time,

as you stated, do you know where Hering got his ammnition from,

because that ammunition was no longer in use then?
CAPT, SHUMACKER: If the Court ploase, we object to

that question; it is argumentative,

PRESIDENT: Objection sustained,
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Dr. Pfister) Cont'd.)s
Q One more question. Do you consider it possible that
you might be making a mistake as to the man who fired?
A As far as the person Haas is concerned, nos
Q Then how do you explain that the conversation started
the next morning while shaving, about the shooting of the American?
A Becaase I heard that conversation.
DR, PFISTER: No further questions,
CAPT, SHUMACKER: No redirecte
QUESTIONS BY THE COURT:
LAW MEMBER: Who was the man doing the shooting in Haas'
SPW when they passed the Crossroads?
A That was Haas himself.
PRESIDENT: Any other questions by the Court? There
appear to be none, the witness is excused.
(Whereupon the excused witness withdrew. )
CAPT, SHUMACKER: Prosecution calls as its next witness,
Mr. Elowitz.e
MORRIS ELOWITZ, called as a witness for the prosecution,
resumed the stand and testified further through an interpreter as
followss
CAPT, SHUMACX¥R: Mr., Elowltz, you are reminded that you

(Morris Elowitz - Redirect)
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are still under oath,
REDIRECT EXAMINATION (Cont'd.)
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker):

Q Are you the same Morris Elowits who has previously
testified in this case?

A I am,

Q  During the course of your interrogation at I.P, No, 2,
Schwaebisch Hall, did you have occasion to interrogate one, Hans
Hennecke?

A Yes,

Q  As a result of that interrogation, did he make a state-

A Yes, sir,

CAPT, SHUMACKER: I hand the reporter a statement and
request that it be marked Prosecution Exhibit No. 58 for identi-
fication.

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution
Exhibit No, 58 for identification by the reporter,)

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker):

Q I hand you Prosecution Exhibit No. 58 for identifica-
tion, and ask you whether or not you know the handwriting and the
signature thereon?

A I do. It is in the handwriting and it is the signature
of Hans Hennecke,.

Were you present when it was signed?

I was,

Was the statement sworn to?

Yes,

Was that statement made voluntarily?

Yes.

(Morris Flowitz - Redirect)
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Q Did you employ any farce or duress, or make any threats
to obtain that statement?
A No,
Q  Did you make any promises of any kind to Hennecke to
obtain that statement?
A No,
Who administered the oath?
Capt. Shumacker.
Can you identify Hans Hennecke?
Yes,
Is he among the accused present?
Yes, sir,
What mumber is he wearing?
Twenty~three.

Is that the same Hans Hennecke who signed this statement?

Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A

It is,

CAPT, SHUMACKER: Prosecutdion offers in evidence Prosecu-
tion's Exhibit that has been marked P-58 for identification,
requests that it be attached to the record and marked Prosecution
Exhibit P-58.

PRESIDENT: Any objection by the defense?

LT, COL., DWINELL: The defense objects to the evidence
on the grounds previously stated.

PRESIDENT: Objection is overruled, The exhibit
offered by the prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be
marked Exhibit P-58.

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously
marked and identified, was received in evidence as Prosecution
Exhibit No, 58, and is attached hereto and made a part of the

record, )
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CAPT, SHUMACKER: The prosecution offers in evidence a
true and correct English translation of its Exhibit P-58, request
that it be attached to the record and marked Prosecution Exhibit
P=58-A,

DEFENSE: No objection on behalf of the defense.

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit

offered by the prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be
marked P-58-A.

(Wnereupon the document referred to was received in evidence
as Prosecution Exhibit No. 58-A, and is attached hereto and made
a part of the records)

CAPT, SHUMACKER3 Proae:;uﬁon requests permission to
read its Exhibit P-58-A.

PRESIDENT: Granted.

CAPT. SHUMACKER: (Reading)...

1 "I, Hans HENNECKE, Untersturmfuehrer, declare under
oath:

"In December 1944, I was Platoon lLeader of the lst
Platoon, lst Company, SS Panszer Regiment 1, LSSAH and in
this capacity took part in the ARDENNES offensive. On the
17 December 1944, I was going with my company in the direc-
tion of ENGELSDCRF. Between 2:00 and 2:30 P.M. I arrived
at the cross-road about three kilometers before ENGELSDORF
(which appears on the attached sketch which I have drawn).
My tank and Unterscharfuehrer RICHART's arrived alone at the
cross-roads because between LOSHEIM and BUELLINGEN I lost my
company as a result of a traffic jam and fueling in HONSEELD.
As T approached the cross-road which leads to ENGELSDORF, I
sideswiped with my tank, the left side of an SPW which was
standing on the right side of the strecet near the corner. I
assume that this was the tank of Obersturmfuehrer RUMPF, 9th
Col, SS Panzer Regiment 1, because Obersturmfushrer RUMPF came
running up to me when I had sideswiped his SPW and wounded a
man who had been standing alongside the SPW. Obersturmfuehrer
RUMPF was very angry and "bawled me out" because of the acci-
dent, When I was standing alongside of the SPW, I observed
one or two men standing by the machine gun and working on it.
Tt appeared that they were cleaning it or repairing it.

"I drove very slowly farther; Unterscharfuehrer RICHARTS

followed me, and I saw no other German vehicles in the .
vieinity. As I was passing the house which lies on the right
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side of the street (as indicated on my sketch), I stood

on the turret of my tank and was looking in the direction
I was going, and Sturmann Ernst ROCK, my loader, stood
behind me on the engine of my tank., When we went by the
place where the American P W's lay (as indicated on my
sketch) Sturmann ROCK called to me, "Untersturmfushrer,
there lie some men and they are all dead." I turned around
and saw that fifteen or twenty dead Americans were lying to
my right in the field, I saw them lying in a heap, and
from the manner in which they were lying I could see that
they had not fallen in combat. No weapons were lying near
them. ROCK cried out a moment later, "Shouldn't we stop?"
I paid no attention to that because I was looking ahead and
watching the street. A moment later I heard machine pistol
bursts behind me. I turned around and saw ROCK with a
machine pistol in his hand, The machine pistol was always
lying to my right, within easy reach, on the turret, I
assume that ROCK picked it up without my seeing it when we
passed by there. I shouted to ROCK, "Lay off, that
doesn't concern us, we are going ahead, ROCK thereupon
laid the'machine pistol down on the turret again,

"The event with the bursts, which I have described
above consisted of several bursts with short intervals
between, I estimate that the intervals consisted of two
or three seconds., Judging from the direction in which
ROCK was holding the machine pistol, I assume that he
shot in the direction of the PW's. After this incident,
we continued on in the direction of ENGELSDORF,

"I make this statement of my own free will, without
coercion, threats or promises of reward.

n(signed) Hans HENNECKE
17 Danuary 1946.

"Sworn to and subscribed before me
this 17 day of January, 1946
(signed) RAPHAEL SHUMACKER,
Captain CMP"

(Whereupon the statement.was read in German by the interpreter.)
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CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution offers in evidence one pictwre

fridavit d by Hans ke bearing the photo of Erich
Rumpf and reques® that it be attached to therecord and marked
Prosecution?s Exhibit 58B,

DEFENSE; There is no objection on behalf of the Defense or
necessity for reading the same and the picture is admitted to be that
of the accused, Rumpfe

PRESIDENTs Thern being no objection, the exhibit offered by

the Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked Exhibit
WP-58B"e ~

(Whereupon the document referred to having beem previously
identified and marked by the reporter was received in evidence as
Prosecutionts Exhibit "P=58B" and is attached hereto and made a
part of the records)

RECROSS EXAMINATTION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Lte Colonel Dwinell):
Q Mo Elowits, how many times was Hennecke interrogated prior

to 17 Januayy, the time when the present statement was signed?

I don®t remembere

A
Q Were you in charge of the int
A

Yese
Q Do you lkmow whether Hennecke was required to submit to a
ceremony or mock trial of any kind?
A No.
You don't know, or he was not submitted?
I don't know.
Did you have many conversations with Hennscke before the 17th?
Yes, I had some conversations,
Was the s tatement of the 17th dictated by you?
Yeos, it was dictated by me after Hennecke had made some

oral statementse




Q  Did Hennecke at any time tell you that he had been suffering
from bead injuries and that it was difficult for him at that time
to remember what to put in the statement?

A Yos, he said he was suffering from a head wound, but he
didm't say it was difficult to remsmber what to put in the statemmnt,
He said it was diffioult for him toremmber what had happened and he
would like more time to remembenrs

Q A during the process of dictation, he at times complained

about the ies of the o t you were requiring him to
put down?

A No, hs didn't because when the tims came for him to write
the statement he had pretty well decided what had happened.

Q Do you know whether Hennecks was physically mistreated in
any way?

A No, he wasntte

DEFENSEs No further crosse

JCAPTAIN SHUMACKER: No redirect.

PRESIDENT: There appear to be no questions by the Courte Witness

exouseds

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrews)

CAPTAIN SHUMACKERs The hvucﬁf.in would like to recall Lieutenmt
Perl,

1st Lieutenant WILLIAM R, PERL, recalled as a witness for the
Prosecution testified as followss

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings
were interpreted to the German counsel and the accuseds)
REDIRECT EXAMINATION

QUESTIONS EY PROSECUTION (Captain Shumacker)s

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: ILieutenant Perl, you are reminded you are
stillunder oathe Are you the same Lieutenant William R, Perl who has
previously testified in this case?
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A Yes, I ame

Q During the course of your interrogations at IP Number 2,
Sohwabisch Hall, Germany, did you have ocoasion to interrogate ons,
Eurt Briesemeister?

A Yes, sire

Q Is s among the acoused present?

A !u.bhﬂbhm&lﬁurh

PRESIDENT: Number 5 stand upe 8it downe

CAPTAIN Mm. Prosecution hands the reporter a statement
and requests that it be marked Prosecutionts Exhibit P=59 for
identification.

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecutionts

Exhibit Pe59 for identification by the reporters)

Q Did Briesemeister the man you have just identified as wearing

Mumber 5 ever make a statement to you?

A Yes, sire
Q  Was that an oral ar written statement?
A It was an oral statement first and them it was dictated to
hime
Q I hand you Prosecution’s Exhibit marked 59 for identification
and a sk you whetha or not you know the handwriting and signature thereon?
A Yes, sire It was written and signed by Kurt Briesemeister.
Was it signed in your presence?
Yes, sir, It wase ;
Is the statement sworn to?
Yes, sire :
Who administered the oath?
I dide
Was the s tatement made voluntarily?

- o > O > O > PO

Yes, sire
Q Did you employ any force, duress er threats to obtain that
statement?

Perl = Redirect




A Noy sire

Q Did you make any promises of any kind to obtain that
statenent?

A ’lo, sirey

CAPTAIN SHUMOKER: The Prosecutiom offers in evidence its
exhibit which was marked 59 for idemtification and requests that
it be attached to the record amd marked Prosscutionts Exhibit WRe59W,

Lre COLOWEL unnm The Defense objects to the evidence on the
grounds previously stateds

PRESIDENTs Objection overruleds The exhibit offered by the
Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked Prosecutionts
Exhibit WPe59%e

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously

marked and identified was received in evid as Pr \

Exhibit Number 59 and is attached hereto and made a part of the
records)

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution offers in evidence a true and
correct Eaglish translation of its Exhibit "P=59" and requests that it
be attached to the record as Prosecutionts Exhibit "P=59A%e

DEFENSE: Ne objection on behalf of the Defenses

PRESIDENTs There being no objection, the exhibit offered by
the Prosecution will be admitted in evidence and will be marked
"P=59A%e

(Whereupon the document referred to having beemn previously
identified and marked by the reporter was received in evidence as
Prosecutionts Exhibit "P-59A" and is attached hereto and made a
part of the records)

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution requests permission to read
its exhibit "P=59A".

PRESIDENTs Granteds



http:Grant.de
http:narni.ci

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER (Reading)s

thb mmummmumm-w.-

"During the EIFEL offensive in December 19k, I was
& member of the lst platoon, lst company, 1lst SS Panser °
Regte ISSAH, My platoon leader was Untersturmfs Hans
HENNECKEe My company commander was Ostufe Karl KREMSER.

"ls Tatil the 1112154k owr company was stationed
in FRIESHEIM, near Colognee At the time we were still
stationed in FRIESHEIM therewith before the 11s12419Lke
Ustufe HENNECKE delivered to us, the whole campany, a
speech in woods near FRIESHEIM. Amongst other things
Ustufe HENNECKE said in this speech that we should
remsmber that the brothers and relatives of the Americans
we wer'e going te see have thrown bombs on Germany and
that we should take revenge for thate Amonget other
things he also said, "Everything that comes before owr
barrels will be bumped offts I don't kmow if Ustuf
HENNECKE mentioned priscners of war especially at that.
However, from his words, it was clear to be seen that
we should alse takerevenge on the risoners of war in
the coming offensive, and that no prisoners of war should
be takens

"2 In the late afternoon hours of the 17e12¢19Ll I
cams to a croseroads in the vieinity of ENGEISDORF. At
this place coming from BUELLINGEN the strest turns sharply
to the left to ENGELSDORF, while the continuation of the
street on which I came leads to MAIMEDYe From this crosse
roads it is still about 3 kilometers to ENGEISDORF. AS
that time I commanded Tank 1ll, These numerals indicate:
1st Company, lst Platoon, lith vehicles The crew of this
tank (of my Mark IV tank) consisted besides me of the
following personse Uscha. Rudi STORM (n-ivor) » Rttfe
Josef HESS (Radie operator) Schtzs NUECHTER (Ioader)

Strme TIEHLIKE (Gunner).

"I had steering damage on my tamk and therefore
stopped exactly at the crossroads desoribed, and it was
about 10 meters in front of the crossing of the street
which comes from BUELLINGENe A% this spot I parked my
tank at the left side of the streete Hereby I turned the
gun barrel to 9 otclocke

"Te my estimation it was about 1530 in the afterncons
However it might have been also a little earlier or later,
anyway it was still completely lighte

WAt first we repaired the damage on our tank which
took about 15 minutess During this time no one had left
the tank or the immediate vicinity of the tanke

"0n the other side of the street orossing and
therewith in the direction of the street leading to
ENGEISDORF a house stood directly at the crossroads and
a field was adjacent to this house, in which to my
estimatiom lay about 50 to 60 American prisoners of war
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um‘hmmmnﬂdhhmmtut,m
the greatest part was apparently dead alreadye

"As soon as we were finished with repairing the
vehicle, Uschas STORM and Rttf, HESS went into the
£isld in which the prisoners laye Before they wemnt away
they said, "We are going to have a look if soms are still
alives® Then I saw Uscha, STORM and Rttf. HESS
amongst the Americans in the field firing mercy shots
at the Ameriocans who were still movings Right therewpon
8chusts NUECHTER, and Stm. THIELIKE came also into the
£4s)4 (NUECHTER and THIELIXE had gottem on an American
huk for several minutes to get chocolate thers)s In

the meanwhilealse I had come to the fields However I
didn't go into the tuld but r emained standing at the
roadeditoh near the house and them also saw NUECHTER
as well as THIELIKE walk around between the priscners in
the fielde Hereby Schts. NUECHTER as well as Strm. THIELIKE
held their pistols in their hands but I don't remember having
seen as NUECHTER and THIELIKE shote However I saw Uschae
STORM as well as Ritf. shoot with tleir pistols at the
prisoners who were still movinge I don't lknow any longer
how many shots each one of them firede

W"Thereupen I went back to my tank and dismantled the
radie operatorts MsGe This is sn MeGs 3ls Strme NUECHTER
aided me with the dismentling of the MsGe because I md
said, "I want to direct a littls strafing fire at the
Amsricanse® Together with Strm. NUECHTER I then carried
the dismantled MisGe from my tank to the road ditch before
the field in which the American prisoners of war laye Then
I shot about 70 to 80 shots into the Americans lying on the
ground while NUECHTER held the MeGe on his shoulder. The
other men of my tank crew had naturally by that time coms
out of the fields I didn't see the shots land in the
ground and therefore assumed that at least the largest
part hit the bodies of the Americans lying on the grounde

"3, Immediately thereupon, my mem, which ones I don't
know, set the barn afire which bordered directly to the
field with the prisoners, and apparently belonged to the
larger house situated next to ite I didn®t know yet at
that time that American prisoners of war from the field
had fled into this house to be smoked out in this mamner.
Only when I saw unarmed American soldiers run out of this
house I knew that prisoners had kept themselves hidden in
this barne There were 6 to 7 in my estimations, They ran
towards the woods, and I now shot at the American priscners
of war who were running away, with the MeGe which again at
that time I had laid on the shoulder of Strm. NUECHTER. I
didn't call "Halt" to them before I shot but started shooting
right awaye I donft know if I hit the Americans, I believe
that all succeeded to get away into the woodse Thereupon
I went back to my tank and remcunted the MeGe

"Ls Befere I drove off I turned the camon barrel towards
the house situated at the street northwards of the street fork
and shot into the house with my 75 mme cannon, from a distance
which I don't know any more exactlye Howsver, I estimjte it
as about 150 meters, There was no battle activity of any
kind at that time and also from the house there was no motive
given to shoots I did that mores or less out of funs
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men came running and
I shouldn't do anything to thems Thereupon Igave these
-nlpnpclrithwnmudnoupo-tnmmdhld
them that they should 4 fLor
the reimbursement of the dmage. Bnrolv to my lknowledge
no civilianz were killed by my shooting and afterwards
Strme NUECHTER told me that he had shot a civilian woman
in the house next to the fields He tien alm said, "This
woman had a pistol in her hande®

"I have prepared a sketch on whi.eh I have picf.urod the
orossroads and the localities tioned in my
I have marked the drawing with A%, The m-'nh on it
indicates

qunk 2. House next to field
Lo Field with prisoners of war
5. Spot where I shot with the MeGe at Americans lying on
at

the ground.
6o Spot from where I shot/the Americans who ran out of the
barn.
Te The American prisoners of war who ran out of the barne
8+ The house at which I shot with my cannone

Stayement of Briesemeister
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82,5/27,159 (Whereupon the Court reconvened at 1530 hours.)

PRESIDENT: Court will come to order.

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, let the
record show that all members of the Court,all mem-
bers of the prosecution, all members of the defense
with the exception of Dr. Rau who 1s absent on busi-
ness of the defense, all of the defendants and
reporter are present.

WILLIAM PERL, a witness for the prosecution,
resumed the stand and testified further throush en
interpreter as follows:

CAPT. SHUMACKZR: Lt. Perl,you are reminded
that you are still under oath.

The prosecution, with the Court's permission,
will continue reading the statement of Kurt Brlese-
meister.

PRESIDENT: Proceed.

CAPT. SHUNACKERS (Reading)

"5, In the night of 17th to 18th December

1944 in STAVELOT, I shot an American soldier with

my pistol, but I don't believe that he was a

prisoner of war., I entered a house and to my

surprise an American opened the door for me. I

ther he carried any weapons fter

a shat exchange of words T shot him with & ghot
aimed at the chest.

On the 19th Dec 44 the then Rttf
{ %S told me tha

had fired

"7, On account of the menti

fled from the American prisoner of

on the 2lst Oct 1945. On the
have been apprehended a ain 1
n the Russlan I}
already reviewer :in

n

Redirect)




Conmunistic Youth Movement "Free German Youth"

and responsible for propaganda, radio, end in -
doctrination. Upon my apprehension, as reason
for my escape from the American prisoner camp, I
told the Russian officers that the Americans were
evidently planning a new war against Russlia and
that we S8 men should apparently be used in 1t. I
also sald for these reasons in the American
prison camps, the officers were wearinz their rank
insignia again and that the S8 men are being
organized In battalions and companies in the S8
camps in the fAmerican zone. Why I told the Russians
these untruths T don't know any more.

"I have made this statement voluntarily and
out of my own will, uninfluenced by force, threats
or harsh treatment and uninfluenced by promises
of any kind.

"I swear before God tHat the statements which
I have made in this affldavit are true daI
prepared to repeat them under oath before any
court.
Kurt BRIESEMEISTER
SS Unterscharfuehrer
4 April 1946,

Witnessed:

Raphael SHUMACKER
Capt. CMP

Sworn to and subscribed to before me
this fourth day of April 1946 at
Schwabisch Hall, Germany
William R, Perl
1st Lt. M,I. 0555149
Investicate 1
German. )
You may cross examine,

The defense

ire to cross examine vitness

(Whereuvor

Plohmann.




KURT PLOHMANN, a witness for the prosecution,
having been resworn, resumed the stand and testifled
further through an interpreter as follows:

REDIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUMACKER)

What 1s your name?

Q
A Kurt Plohmann.
Q

Did you previously testify in this case?
A Yes.

Q What grade did you have during the Eifel
offensive?

A I was an Unterscharfuehrer.

2 I want to remind the witness to speak out
loudly so the Court and the accused and the counsel
can hear.

Yes.

What company were you in?

I was a member of the lst company.

Do you remember refueling your vehicle at
any time on 17 December 19447

Yes, and that happened in the town of
Buellingen.

About

3 o'clock




afternoon of that same day 17 December 19447
A We were at the cross roads near Engelsdorf.
Q Before entering this cross road, did you

pass any other German vehicle?

A We didn't pass any other car while going to

the cross road, and we stopped on the lefthand slide
of the Panzer of Unterscharfuehrer Briesemeister.

Q Did the vehicle that you were riding in come
to a halt?

A Yes.

Q How do you know it was the tank of Unter-
scharfuehrer Briesemelster?

A My commander Unterscharfuehrer Hennecke
went up the tank and started a conversatlion with

rscharfuehrer Briesemeister, and then informed
us later on that this had been the tank of Unter-
gcharfuehrer Briesemelster.

Q Did you see Briesemelster yourself?

Vo, I couldn't see Unterscharfuehrer
3rlesemeister myself because I did not leave the
interior of the tank.

ow far wes this tank which Hennecke seld

from the intersection itself?

Briese
anythin
at the

set)




A As far as I can remember, Unterscharfuehrer
Briesemeister made still the following remark on the
24th of December after we had tried or after we had
started to break out of the encirclement, that he
had executed an American soldier near a house at
the crossroads, that furthermore he fired upon a
house on which he had found firearms and that he went
among the dead lying near the corner and still
finished off with his plstol the ones who weren't
actually dead at that time.

Q And when do you say you heard Briesemeister
relate these facts which you have just stated?

A This must have been in the early hours of

the 24th of December.

Who else was present when Briesemeister
is statement?
As far as I can remember Rottenfuehrer
RBahrnes, Sturmenn Luhn and Sturmann Schweiner were

present. The others were not known to me by their

Would you know the Brlesemeister you are
: about if you saw him again?
only saw Unterscharfuehrer

a few times at that time and I

that T could identify him.

defendants
identi
A Yes.

(Kurt Plohmann - Redirect)
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SuflsSP

Do you see him ?

Yos

What number is he wearing ?

Number 5.

FROSECUTIONs The Prosecution requests that Number 5 be
asked to stand up.

PRESIDENTs Number 5 stand up.

(Whereuponthe accused arose)

PRESIDENT: Sit down.

Q Is the man you have just identified as wearing mumber 5,
the man whe made 0.\;.-- statements on the morming of 2 December 194l
which you have just related ?

A Yes.

Q Is there any doubt in your mind as to whether the man
wearing mumber 5 is the same man ?

A Welll as far as I recollect he was heavier built at the
time.

Q Have you seen Briesemsister since that time ?

A No.

DEFENSE: May it please the Court the Defense does not
desire to interrogate the witness at this time, but there was a
question on the translation that has just been called to my attentions

DEFENSE:(Col. EVERETT) = Did you hear Dr Leiling ?

Dr.LEILING: Yes.

DEFENSE: )Col. EVERETT) - As far as I know the witness
stated "Briesemeister 'shot' the man " - whereas the interpreter
translated it as "executed the man".

PROSECUTION: The Defense is absolutely correct and the
Prosecution agrees that the record should be "the witness 'shot'
the man, instead of "executed the man".

PRESIDENT: The record will be corrected accordingly. There
appear to be no further questions - the witness is excused.
(Plohmann- redirect)

~endiy

S i I NI o1 S
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(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew)

PROSECUTIONs The Prosecution desires to recall Captain
Shumacker to the stand.

Captain RAPHAEL SHUMACKER, was recalled by the Prosecution
and testified further through an interpreter as follows:

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION:

PROSECUTIONs The Frosecution hands the reporter a statement
to be marked Prosecutdon's Exhibit P-60 for identification.

Q Captain Shumacker, during the course of your investigation
of the Malmedy case did you ever have occasion to interrogate one
Hubert Huber ?

I did sir.

Yes sir.

A
Q Did he make a statement ?
A
Q

Was it oral or written ?
A First he mads an oral lﬁuunﬁ, then he wrote that statement
in his own handwriting.
Q Can you identify this Hubert Huber ?
Yes sir. '
Q Take a look at the defendants, and see if Hubert Huber is
among them ?
A Yes sir, he is wearing number 27.
PRESIDENT : Number 27 stand up
(Whereupon the accused arose)
PRESIDENT: Sit down.
Q Captain, I hand you Prosecution's Exhibit P=60 for identif-
ication - will you tell me if you can identify it ?
A Yes sir, this is the written statement of Hubert Huber, the
man I have just mentioned - I have just identified.
Q Was that statement signed in your presence ?
A Yes sir, I administered the oath.

(Shumacker-redirest)
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o

Was the

It was.

Did you use any force or threats to obtain this statement ?
No sir.

Did you use any duress or coercion ?

No sir.

PROSECUTIONt The Prosecution offers in evidence as Pros-
ecution's Exhibit P=60 for identification, statement of Hubert Huber
to be attached to the record and marked Prosecution's Exhibit P=60.

DEFENSE3 (Lt Col DWINELL), The Defense objects to the

evidence on the grounds previously stated.
PRESIDENTs Objection over-ruled. The Exhibit offered by
the Prosecution is admitted into evidence and will be marked Yrosecution's
Exhibit P-60.
(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously marked and
identified was received in evidence as Prosecution Exhibit P-60; is
attached hereto and made part of the record.)
PROSECUTION: The Prosecution offers in eridence true and
correct English trenslation of ite Exhibit P-60, to be attached to
the record and marked Prosecution's Exhibit P=60-Ae
DEFENSE: On behalf of the Defense there iz no objection.
PRESIDENT: There being mo objection , the Exhibit offered
by the Prosecution is admitted into evidence and will be marked
Prosecution's FExhibit P-60-A.
(Whereupon the said document was received in evidence as Prosecution's
Exhibit P-60-A: is attached hereto and made part of the record.)
PROSECUTION: The Prosecution requests permission to read
Exhibit P-60-A to the Court.
(Whereupon the document referred to was read to the Court in the English

language as followsi)

" I, Hulert Huber, first being duly sworn, make the following
statement under oaths

(statement~Huber)
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I am 27 years of age and h ave been in the SS since
1936, During the Eifel offensive in December 19LL, I was in the
6th Panser Companym 1st S5 Panser Division IAH, with the renk
of Oberscharfushrer. I was tank commander of Tank No.625, a
Mark IV, in the second plat: My at this
time was SS Obersturmfushrer Benoni Junker, and my platoon
leadsr was S8 Obersturmfuehrer Siege The toon leader of the
first platoon was 88 Unterst: r Ste; er. The members
of my tank crew other than myself were as follows?

88 Sturmmann Grischats, Martin =  (Cunner
88 Sturmmamn Schroder, (FNU) - Ioader
88 Schutse or Oberschutze Schreier(FNU)- Radio operator
S8 Stursmann Rauch, Josef (?7) - Driver

Prior to moving to the assembly area in the woods near
Blankenheim, the 1st SS Panser Battalion, commanded by SS Sturm-
bannfushrer Foetschke was located in Fliesheim. On c:l.t.hnr t.h-
10th, 11th ot 12th of December 19LL, SS 8 hk

called a meeting of all the tank commanders. This meeting was
held in a villa between Pliesheim and Friesheim. In addition

to the tank commanders, all officers in the battalion attended
this meeting except those who were not available by reason of
other duties. Insofar as the officers in my company are con-
cerned I remember definitely that these were present?

8S Obersturmfuehrer Junker

8S Untersturmfuehrer Steiniger
SS Obersturmfuehrer Sieg

SS Untersturmfuehrer Asmssen

I do not believe that SS Obersturmfushrer Sternebeck was present
there. In the room where the meeting was held there was a large
sand-table where we were briefed on the area of the ntuck, and
so forth., Poetschke spoke substantially as follows®

* The attack will start within the next few days and +
believe that we will go back ® the old battle ground frem
which we retrested, When we enter this area we will
shoot out of all barrels, and anything that shows itself,
whether soldier or civilian, will be bumped off.No mercy
will be shown towards anybodye. I do not know exactly when
the attack will start -~ it might be within a few hours
or it might be within a few days."

After making this statement, he continued to say that ifany
os uf showed any consideration for the enemy or the civilians,
no consideration would be shown such a soldier by him. SS
Sturmbannfuehrer Poetschke's method of not showing any consider-
ation to his Tank commanders caused him to force them to stand
exposed to the dangers on the ends of their tanks during the
attack.

Prior to the formal statement by Poetschke, each tank comm-
ander had to sign a statement, reading substantially as follows®

" Thereby declare that I shall commit myself whole-
heartedly in the coming of fensive."

The officers were sitting in the same room, but if they signed
the same forms I can't say.

On the 15th of December, our Battalion andwy company were

(statement~Huber)
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assembled in the woods in thﬂdnif.yotm On the
afterncon of the 15th of De s Obers: ) Junker gave
us a speech to the men in the company. The men were seated

on the ground in a semicircle arcund a fire. Junker stood back
of the fire facing the men. To Junker's left sat the officers
in the company, i ncluding Steiniger, Al-uunishmchok,nd
Sieg. At this meeting Junker spoke as follows

" It will -urt shortly. The order might come

morning telling us to attack.
Itnd.vs.nnnorlnmn as mich as a rs_before
you, he will be tummd off. llo considare will be
shown, "

I do not know if any of the other officers spoke to the men
following Ot Junker's & as I left immed-
iately thereafter to do some work on my tank.

The next morning, 16 December 194k, before the attack
started, Obersturmfushrer Junker again spoke to the men in
the company. He told us substantially the same thing as he had
the day before except that he mentioned the support that we
would have. After SS Obersturmfushrer Junker finished talking,
the men d to their pective platoon locations, and
shortly fter, SS Obers Sieg talked to us of the
second platoon. I mmember that he said substantially as follows?

" You will nnt forget tho ordanl that have been %v-n Joue
You will shoot 'ront of your barrels.

spread terror and panic ba!on us. Skorzeny will have tmps
dressed in American uniforms ahead of us. You will know that
they are our own soldiers because if you encounter them they
will take off their steel helmets and wave theme No mercy
will be shown towards civilians or prisoners of war, but
you will be careful not to shoot at Skorzeny's troops who
will be in American uniforms."

On the 16th of December , between two and three o!clock
I had motor trouble with my tank and had to fall out of the
column. The rest of the company went ahead. I arrived in Buellingen
after making the necessary repairs, a round 1300 and 1400 hours
the 17th of December 194, Around 1500 or 1530 hours. I again
had some more motor trouble with my tank. This was between
Buellingen and the cross-roads north of Engelsdorf, where I
later saw American soldiers who were lying in a field where they
had been shot. This cross-roads is shown on a Map of Central
Europe, 13:100,000, G.S. G.S. Na.hh16, Bonn,Sheet, S.l. at co-
ordinates 81.,5-02. As I app this , there was
a Mark V Tank on the right hand side of the road, lnd Unter-
scharfuehrer Storm, commander of this tank,was standing out in
the road beside it. As I approached this intersection I was
sitting on my turret, with my feet outside and Storm motioned
to me to stops I stopped the tank, and Inquired of Storm which way
I should go, straight ahead or to the left. He told me to make
a left turn. Unterscharfuehrer Storm told me that he had received
fire from behind a house, d esignated as House No.6. on the
attached sketch which I have marked as Exhibit "A". This sketch
is made part of this affidavit and is attached hereto. I then
entered the intersection, made a left turn amd stopped my tank
at the point shown by a rectangle with the letter "A" on the
green bordered enlargement on said Exhibit "A". In front of the
field and on the right hand side of the road headed towards
Engelsdorf was a parked column of American trucks. These trucks
have been designated by triangular symbols on Exhibit "A".As my

(Ruber-statement)
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tank moved from the intersection to the pointindicated th
rectangle "A", Storm's tank moved forward. I couldn't :!c i
Storm's tank because the house indicated as n0.6. on the
attached sketch obstructed the view,

I dismounted from my tank and as I stood up out of

the road, Schreier got out of the tank. We did not see anything
except what appeared to be the dead bodies of American soldiers
lying in the pasture on the right hand side of the road. I left
my tank, wallking a few meters back towards the intersection,
:;l-d;-hd-;l' two t:f the American vehicles, crossed the ditch

entere: msture where the American soldiers were on the
ground. The approximate path I took is shown by a dot-dash t.h
(e=e=e=) line in the green bordered enlargement on Exhibit A",
The path taken by Schreier is shown by a dotted 1ine. At a
point which I blieve was approximately at circles 38 and 39
in the green bordered enlargement on Exhibit "A" two American
soldiers on the ground, One lay with his face and stomach
down, with his head pointed southwestwardly and his feet north-
eastwardly t ds the int 1 His face and head were
resting on his arms. Another scldier lay with his head north-
westwardly and his feet southeastwardly with his legs across
the body of the soldier beneath him. I touched the above soldier
with my foot and the one beneath moved slightly pulling in his
head and hands. When this soldier moved, it was apparent to me
that he was still alive but was playing dead. I then stooped over,
grabbing him by the clothing around his back or beck, and told
him to get up. He stood up in front of me and showed no evidence
of having beenwunded. The first thing I did was to tell him
and show him by gestures that he was take off his field
Jjacket, This jacket was not the type with a zipper infront,but
had buttons. It was dark green and had three or four pockets.
This soldier took off the jacket and handed it to me. I took
the jacket from him and dropped it to the ground beside me.I
believe although I am not sure that the next thing I took from
him was_the wrist watch. Then I told him to take off his over-
shoes. He already had one of his overshoes off and had the
other one unbuckled and was getting it off his foot by holding
the heel of the overshoe against the toe of the shoe on the
other foot. As he was doing this I turmed him slightly so that
his back was towards me. Then I fired with my Belgium nine
millimeter pistol in to the back of his neck. This shot came
out of the soldier's mouthe Then he fell backwards. I might
have fired more than one round before he fell as the pistol
was an automatice After he fell to the ground, I fired one
shot into hishesart and another shot directly above it, into
his chest. When these two sho*s were fired, this American was
lying on his back, on the ground. Then I fired the final shot
directly into the center of his forehead. During my years in the
Uerman Army, I have seen many dead soldiers, both enemy and our own,
and there is absolutely no question but that this soldier was
dead after I fired these shots at him.

At the time I shot this American soldier,he was unarmed and
made no attempt whatever to escape from my custody. I knew he
was an American soldier by his uniform. At the time the shots
were fired, I judge that my pistol was approximately one meter
distance from this American soldier. That applies to all of the
shots that I fired. I remember distinctly that I took first one
step backwards before I f ired the first shot into the back of
his neck.

Just as I had finished firing, there was firing from the
machine gun of my tank. This machine gun is the turret machine

(“uber-statement) 800
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gun that is mounted and parallel to the 7.5 centimeter cannon
in the turret. At the time it was fired, it was pointed at
approximately 3330 o'clocke Approximately 25 or 30 rounds
were fired, according to my estimate, in one turst . I could
not see who was actually firing this machine gun in my t ank,
as it is impossible to do so, but I lmow that the gunner,
Grischatz, and the loader, Schroeder, were still in the tank,
and normally it tskes two men to operate the machine gun, one
to load and the other to aim the machine gun and fire it by
pressing a foot pedal. As soon as I heard the firing, I
shouted that they should stop that crasy shooting. Immediate-
1y thereafter Schroeder came out of the tank and entered the
field. I })nva indicated Schroeder's path by a line of dashes
(====)e

Then I picked up the field jacket and the overshoss,
and about at this time, Unterscharfuehrer Storm came
the hedge at the north end of the fields If I remsmber

tly, he was ed by another German soldier, no
doubt a member of his crew. When Storm approached ms, he
asked me if I had done the shooting. I told him I had,and
explained that the American soldier had moved and that I
had shot him. Then I left, walking across the field in the
direction of my tanke I heard two or three pistol shots
behind me. No cne was standing behind me at that time except
Unterscharfuehrer Storm and the soldier who I believe was
with him, both of whom had pistols in their hands when I
turned my back and started walking towards my tanke. I do not
know whether it was Storm or the other man, nor did I see
what they were shooting at.

On exhibit "A" I have indicated by an "X" the approx-
imate spot where I shot the American soldier. When I reached
the spot indicated by the letter "Y' on Exhibit A" I turmed
to my right rear and told Schroeder and Schreier to return
to the tank. At that time Schroeder was standing at the p oint
indicated by the letter "S" and I saw him fire a pistol shot
in the general direction that would be indicated by a line
drem from the letter "S" to the Circle 22. I do not mean that
he fired at a soldier who was lying at the spot indicated by
Circle 22, as I could not tell, but that was his approximate
aim. His arm was extended in front of him, the pistol muzzle
pointed at the ground. According to my best recollection
Schroeder only fired this one shot, but I am not sure.He might
have fired more than one.

After I had told Schroder and Schreier to return to our
tank, I continued on out of the field and crossed the ditch.
Then I saw SS Untersturmfuehrer Krause standing up in his
communications SPW, which had stopped on the road behind my
tank. Krause's was the only SPW that I noticed, tut I would
not swear that there were not others behind his. Untersturm-
fuehrer Krause asked me what was going on, and I told him
that Unterscharfuehrer Storm had stopped me, told me about
having received enemy fire from behind the house, and that
I had gone in the field and had shot an American who was not
dead. He inquired if there was anything else wrong, and I told
him no. As soon as I finished talking with Untersturmfuehrer
Krause, I proceeded to my tank, mounted and we started off.

When I was in the field, I was dressed in the regular
black Panzer uniform, consisting of black wool trousers and
a black leather jacket, end the regular black wool.cap.. The

(Huber-statement)
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other men in my crew had the same uniform, but I ean no
remsmber they actually had on their leather jackets at the
note At the time I was in the field, the only other non-commissiol
officer pr was Unt Storm, and he came in the
nurxm-mtmmnmuluu.mmmmm
in frent of the field was my tank. Before I went over to talk to
Untersturnfushrer Krause, I had told my tank crew to start the motor
of my tank. I did not hear or see any shooting other than I have
described in this statemsnt, btut it is possible that there were other
shots that I did not hear.

The watch that I had taken from the American either had four sides
or six sides, it had a leather ctrap and it was gold or only gold-
plated. I do not remember the make of the watch but my recollection
is that it was a "US" on the back of it.

Exhibit "A" which bears my signature was not drawn by me but it
is a correct and acourate drawing of the road crossing to which I have
referred in this statementy it correctly shows House No.6. at the
intersection, the small shed near the house, the hedge at the end of
the pasture and the field itself, where the American soldiers lay on
the ground. The other housesshown on this sketch I do not recall. I
do not mean that they were not there or that the sketch does not
properly designate them, but I simply do not remember any house except
house Nos6e a3 I was only on the right side of the road and in the
field, and I paid no on to the ding

At the time of this offensive, and at the time of this particular
shooting, I was on bad terms not only with the battalion commander,
Sturmbannfuehrer Poetschke, but also with the company commander,Ober-
sturmfuehrer Junker. As a matter of fact, I had been transferred from
the Supply Company to the 6th Company was punishment. Prior to the
offensive, I had received orders from 8 rer Poetschi
and Oberstumfuehrer Junker to show no mercy and to shoot everything
before my barrel. When I found this American soldier unwoundsd and still
alive, in the field at the cross-roads I shot him to prove to my

mpany der, Obers A Junker and my Battalion commander
) uehrer Poetschke, that I was a good man, and that I obeyed
their orders. Furthermore, just as scon as I arrived in Engelsdorf,
I told Unterscharfuehrer Wrabbets, in the presence of Schuetze Kurt
Dethlefs, that I had shot this American. Iwanted them to know it
because I wanted the word to get to my company commander ardmy
battalion commander that I was obeying their orders and that I was a
good man. I had to shoot this American soldier in obedience to the
order that I had gotten from Sturmbannfuehrer Poetschke and Obersturm-—
fuehrer Junker because when they sald that everything that showed
itself before our guns was to be shot, that meant civilians and soldiers,
whether they had surrendered or not — simply everything that was alive
and that appeared before us.

This statement consisting of fieteen pages plus Exhibit A" in
my own handwriting, was given by me voluntarily and of my own free will.
No force or duress was used by those who interrogated me, and no promise
of reward, immunity from prosecution or threats of any kind were made.

I swear before God that this statement is the truth ana I am
prepared to repeat same under oath in any court of justices
(signed) Hubert Huber
16 February 19L6.
Sworn to and subscribed before
me this 16th day of February
1946 at Schwabisch Hall,Ger.
/s/ RAPHAEL SHUMACKER
Capt. CiP.

(Huber-statement)
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QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION:

Q Ceptain Shumacker, can you identify the Benoni Junker
which Huber has referred to in his statement marked Prosecution's
exhibit P-601

A Yes, sir,

Q How do you know it is the same Benoni Junker that Huber has
referred to in his statement?

A Because Huber states in his affidavit that Junker was the

commanding officer of the 6th Panzer Company and Junker has told me

that he was the commanding officer of the 6th Panzer Company.

Q Will you take a look at the defendants and see if this
Benoni Junker you have referred to ies among those present?
A He is present,
Q What number 1s he wearing!?
No. 29.
FRESIDENT; No, 29 stand up--sit down.
(Whereupon the accused wearing No. 29 did as
requested.)
PROSECUTION: You mey cross examine,
LEFENSE COUNSEL: The defense does not desire to cross
examine the witness at this time,
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court?
There appear to be none., The witnees is excused.
(Whereupon the witness was excused and returned to
his seat at the Prosecution's table in the court room.)
CAFTAIN SHUMACKER: I have one short witness, I think we
can get on, Prosecution cels Kurt Dethlefs,
KURT DETELEFS, & witness for the prosecution, was recalled and
testified further through an interpreter as follows:
REDIRECT  EXAMINARION
QUESTIONS BY CAPTAIN SHUMACKZE;

(Dethlefs - Redirect)




(“] What is your name?
A Kurt Dethlefs.

Q What company were you in during the Eifel Offeneive in
December 19441

A Sixth Company,

Q Who was your company commander?

A The company commander was Obersturmfuehrer Junker,

Q Did you know a man in your company at that time by the
name of Hubert Huber?

A Yes.,

What was his grade or rank?
He was an Oberscharfuehrer,
Would you know Bubert Huber if you saw him agaedn?
Yes.
Q Will you look at the defendants in the box to your left
and state whether or not he 1s among those present?
A Yes, he is present.
Q What number is he wearing?
A No. 27.
Q Who was the commander of your tank during the advance in
the Eifel Offensive?
A Unterscharfuehrer Wrabbitz.
Q Did you happen to see Unterscharfuehrer Eubert Euber on the
afternoon of 17 December 194417
A Yes.
Where were you at that time?
In Engelsdorf.
Did you hear any conversation between Eubert Huber and
commander Wrabbitz?
A Yes, there was a conversation between Oberscharfuehrer

Huber and the Unterscharfuehrer Wrabbitz.

(Dethlefs - Redirect) 805



http:Dethl.eh
http:command.er

Q W11l you relate that conversation as well as you recall it?
A Yes. Unterscharfuehrer Wrabbite acked Oberscharfuehrer
Huber what had happened to his vehicle since he arrived there on

foot. Whereupon Oberscharfushrer Huber replied that the vehicle was

further up on the roed, that he could not bring it down at the present

time since the road was blocked with a vehicle standing on it. Then
Unterscharfuehrer Wrabbitz asked him why he only got to Engelsdorf
that late and why he hadn't come in with the point of the unit,
Whereupon Oberscharfuehrer Buber replied that he had had a motor
defect, that he had stopped to fix it which enabled him to come in
with the point at the time, Whereupon Unterscharfuehrer Wrabbitz
replied that he imagined he remained in behind gladly 'so it wasn't
necessery for him to travel along with the point., Whereupon Ober-
scharfushrer Huber replied that that wasn't the case since he
himgelf had encountered the Americans, had passed a column of American
trucks while driving toward the cross-roads., Then he had brought his
tank to a stop on the lefthand side of the road and had dismounted
from his tank and had entered from there on foot and had finished wp
the Americans which were still showing any signe of life.

Q On which side of the road did Euber say he had stopped?

A As far as I recall, on the lefthand side.

Q Do you remember anything else that Huber said on that
occasion?

A No,I can't recall anything else since I left at that moment
because a friend of mind had passed by with an American truck. And
whereupon I greeted my friend and looked over the gear shifting on
the American wheel.

Q Did you leave Huber and Wrabbitz talking togethert?

A Yes, they continued talking between each other, but I left
to look over the American vehicle,

CAPTAIN SEUMACKFR: Your witnees.

(Dethlefs - Redirect)
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IEFENSE COUNSEL: The defense does not desire to cross

examine the witness at this time.

PRESIDENT} Any questions by the court?

There appear to be none. The witness is excused.
The Court will adjourn to meet at 0B30 hours in the
morning.

(Whereupon the Oourt adjourned at 1668 houre.)




CAMP DACHAU, GERMANY

28 MY 1948

i o, AR .

MORNING SESSTION
( upon the Court d at 0830 hours.)

PRESIIENT: The Court will ocome to orders
PROSECUTION: May it please the Court, let the record show
that all the members of the Court, all the rs of the P don,

all the members of the Defense with the exception of Dr. Leiling, who
is absent on busi of the d, all the and the

reporter are preseonte
CAPT. SHUMACKER: The Prosecution calls as its first
witness Horst Keifer.
HORST KEIFER, oalled as a witness for the Prosscution,
being first duly sworn, testified through an interpreter as followss
DIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (CAPT. SHUMACKER)
Q What is your name?
A Keifer.
Q That is your first name?
A Horst.
Q  What unit werf you in in December 1944 during the Eifel
Offensive?
A Regimental headquarters Company, Panzer Regiment No. I,
L.8S.A.H.
In what section or platoon of the Headquarters Company were you?
In the communications platoon.
Who was your communications platoon leader?
2nd Lt. Krause.
Are you now a prisoner of war of the United States?

Yes.

(Keifer=-direct)




Where are you being held in oustody?

In Dachaue

In what type of vehiole did you ride during the Eifel Offensive?
In a radio half track.

Who was the commander of thet SPW

2nd Lte Krause.

TWhere were you about midaftermoon of 17 December 19447

At the street intersection mear “ngelsdorf.

About how far was that cross roads from ingelsdorf?

Four or five kilometers.

Was the ocrossroads before Engelsdorf or after Sngelsdorfy

Q
A
Q
'y
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A

Before Engeladorf.

Q Was the SPW that you were riding in travelling alone or were
other vehicles with it at that time?

A There were two SPW's with us.

Q Who were the commanders of the other two SPW's?

A Master Sergeant Hartmenn and Tech. Sgt. Diner.

Q In what order did those three vehioles travel?

A The first ons was the SPW with me and Lt. Krause in it,
then Master Sgt. Hartmann's and then Tech. Sgte Diner's,

Q When you reached the crossroads that you have msntioned,
which way did you turm?

A We came from the east and turned to the south.

Q Was that a left or a right turn that you made?

A To the lefte

Q Will you deseribe the scemne that you observed when you made
this turn?

A Yos. Upon making the turn to the left I saw, on the right
side of the road, after you turned to the street towards Sngelsdorf,

a tank, Type IV, standing on the left side of the road.

(Keifer-direct)




How far was the tank from the intersection itself?

Pifty miars, or maybe 100 mters.

Did your SPW continuwe on to Engelsdorf or what did it dot

W stopped behind the tank.

That then did you see?
A On the right side of the road, sdjacent to the road, there

was & meadow, and in the msadow there were about 30 to 40 dead Amsricans.

Q Could you seear that they were all dead at the time?
A No.

(-] Could you %811 how many were deed, how many were wounded,

and how many were playing dead?
A No.
Did you see any German soldiers in that meadow?
Yes, one Tech. S8gte Huber of the Sixth Company.
Was there anybody else in the field other than Huber?
Yess Two more mene
Were they non-commissioned officers or not?
No.
How were they dressed?
Both of them were in gray. Tech. Sgt. Huber in a black
wiform and the other two wore gray uniformse
Q What were they doing when you first saw them?
A Tech. Sgte Huber shot into the men, the Ameriean soldiers,
with a pistol.
Which soldiers are you talking about? Any specific ones?
Fo.
About how many shots did you see or hear him fire?
Three or four shotse

Then what did you see?

(Keifer-gdrect)




A Then Tech. Sgt. Huber pushed an Amsrican soldier at the
northern end of the field. He then got wp. Then he made him take off
his pants and overshoss and tock a watoh away from hir.

Q Then what did he do?

A Then he shot him in the back of the neck and the American
soldier collapsed.

Q Did you see anyome go into the fisld from either of the three
8PW's that were travelling together?

A Yes. The driver of Tech. Sgte Diner, from the third 8SPW,
also got out and ran into the field.

Q What is his name?

Otto Ries.

Did you see him fire?

Yeoseo

What kind of weapon did he use?
He used a pistol.

Q Will you look at the defendsnts in the box to your left
and state whether or mot Obersoharfushrer Huber, that you have desoribed,
is among those present?

A Yeos.

Q What number is he wearing?

A 27«

PRESIDENT: Number 27, stand upe
("hereupon the aoccused did as directed.)
QUESTIONS BY FRUSECUTION:(CAPT. SHUMACKER)

Q Is the man that you have just identified, the same man that
you saw in the field shooting and the same man that took the olothing
away from the soldier and shoot him in the back of the neck?

4 Yes.

CAPT. SEUMACKER: You may oross examine.

(Keifer-direct)
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CROSS EXAMINATION

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE:(CAPT. NARVID)

Q

o » o > o P O P

>

Do you kmow in what Company Huber is?
8ixth Panser Companye.

How long have you kmown Huber?

I only met him later.

You did not kmow him at that time, did you?
No.

You were never in the Sixth Company, were you?

No.
How did you happen to recognise him?

Teche Sgt. Huber ocame wery close to my vehicle as he was

walking towards his tank.

Q

A

Q
A

How close?

One mster and a haif.

VWas that the first time you saw him?

Yeos.

When was the next tims you identified him?

In Schwasbisch Hall.

In other words, you saw him for the first time at the orossing
later you identified him?

Yes, in Schwasbisch Halld

Did he wear a uniform different from any other soldier?

No. He had a black uniform on and if I remsmber correctly,

a leather jacket.

Q

Was that the typical uniform worn by the members of the

Sixth Company?

A
Q

Yes.

The first time thenfk that you identified him was in Schwaebisch

(Keifer-ocross)




Yes.

Who took you to his ocell?

One Agsrican but I den't kmow his nemee

Was that the only cell you were taken tot

Yeos.

CAPT. NARVID: That is all,

REDIRECT EXAMINAT ION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION:(CAPTe SHUMACKER)
Q Is there any doubt in your mind, Keifer, about this man

that you have identified, being the sam® man that you saw shoot in the
fieldr

A No.
CAPT, SHUMACKER: That is all.
DEFENSE COUNSEL: That is all.
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court?
DEFENSE COTNSEL: Dre. Rau has s few questionse
RECROSS EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY IEFENSE: (DR. RAU)
Q As 8 recruit were you imstructed about the treatmsnt of
prisoners of war, or no¥?
A No.
Q What were the replacement units that you were trained with?

I was with the 4th 8)G Company in Berlin.

LAW MEMBER: What is the purpose of this line of questioning?

DR« RAU: T should like to determine whether the witness
knew how prisoners of war were to be treatede.

LAV MEMBER: He hae answered that questions

DR. RAUs No, sir.

LAW MEMBER: Ask avother question. I don't think this is

proper cross exarination. It should have been objected to.

(Keifer-recross)




QUESTIONS BY IEFENSE: (IR. RAU)

Q As you saw that the prisoners of war were being shot there,
what did you do about it

'y Nothing.

Q Didn't you report that?

A In my vehiole Wre was 2nd Lte Krause and he was commander
of the vehicle and responsible for it.

[} Did you, at that time, disouss the matter of who was shooting
Wt

Noe.

Didn't you discuss the fact that this was Oberscharfuehrer

Noe

Didn't you draw attention to it, at that time?

I didn't know the name of Oberscharfushrer Huber at that time.

Then how did you know Oberscharfuehrer Euber?

I was confronted with him at Schwaebisch Hall and I recognized
him there end found out his name was Oberscharfushrer Huber.

Q Then, if I understend you correctly, you olaim to be able
to recognize him only through the visial impression, through the
fmpression his face gave you?

PROSECUTION: May it please the Court, just as a matter of
clarification, as I understand it, Dr. Rau is representing Sepp Districh
end I am wondering why he is cross examining this witness when he
represents Gemeral Die triche

LAW MEMBER: That is what the Court would like to knowe

DRe RAU: Because a certain comneotion exists. Because it

is being alleged that Sepp Dietrich issved orders for the shooting of

prisoners of ware

(EKeifer-recross)
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PROSECUTION: If that is the purpose then it is all right.

QUESTIONS BY IEFENSE: (IR. RAU)

Q You have not answered the question yete

A 1 not only recognised Huber by his facial features but also
by his wlk. He has a peculiar walk with the tips of his toes pointing
towards the outside.

M. BTRONGs lay I oall the Court's attention to the faot
that the witness first talked about Oberscharfushrer Diner, which the
interpreter did not say and later corrected himself to talk about
Oberscharfuehrer Huber, which might be important to show in the recorde

CAPT. SHUMACKER: If it please the Court, I think it was
obvious to oounsel for the Defense, and oertainly to the Court and
everyone else in the oourtroom that the witmess made a mistake, shook
his head and changed Diner to Huber right in the middle of his answer.
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE: (DR. RAU)

Q Who was it, Diner or Huber?

Huber,

A
Q And you want to olaim about Huber that his toes are "X" shaped?
A

No. Oberscharfushrer Huber walks with a way that the tips
of his toes point towards the outside.

DRe RAUs I have nothing further.

PRESIDENT: Any further guestions by the Defense?
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE:( CAPT. NARVID )

When did you learn how he walked, at Schwaebisch Hall?

No. As he was walking pass my tanke

You were sitting in your tank then?

I was sitting inside my tank.

And you par‘dmllrly noticed his toes?

Well - =

Answer my question.

(Keifer-recross)




LAW MEMEER: Just one mimutes We will make a ruling right nowy
on behalf of the Courte Coumsel will not argue with my witness, at any
time. Immdiately upon a question boh;'uhd, the question will be
translated into either German or “ulhh, as the oase may be, and the
witness will then be given an opportunity to answer the' question.
Objection will then be taken in the proper mammer. Is there any
question by either side?

CAPT. NARVID: No, sir.

LAW MEMBER:s You may proeeed.

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE:(CAPTe NARVID)

Will you answer the question?

No. His walk was very peculiar.

What kind of shoes did Huber wear?

I don't know that exactly.

How could you see his toes then?

A I didn't see his toes. He walks 1like this (indicating)
with his legs 1ike this (indioating).

Q How many seconds did you see him?

A 84x paces, I don't know how many secondse

Q You saw him for six paces and then a ysar later you are able
to recognize him is that it?

A Yes. It was not only b.oouuu of his feet but also because
I knew his face, that is the main thing.

Did you see any other men in that area, at that time?

In the field?

Yes.

Could you recognize any of them now?

Q
A
Q In the field.
A
Q
A

No. Rottenfuehrer Reis out of the tank of Tech. Sgte Dimer,
I knew him from before and the other one that I saw out on the field I
wouldn't recognize again.

(Beifer-recross)

g1s




CAPT. NARVID: That is all.
CAPT. SHUMACKER: No further redirect examinmation by the
Prosecution.

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Nothing further from the Defense.

FRESIIENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently note




CAPTAIN SHUMACKER:; If the Court please, I am
informed that this witness requires an immediate operaticn

on his lege The F on does not late recalling
this witness and I wonder if under the circumstances he might

be as this operation is to be perf d immediately.

DEFENSE COUNSEL: I am quite sure the learned
counsel has a mistaken idea. We have not expressed anything
that we did not anticipate recalling the witness.

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: I said we didn't anticipate
recalling.

DEFENSE COUNSEL: I thought you said we didn't.
I am sorry. We do not anticipate recalling this witness at the
present time. T think that he should have the benefit of some
medical assistance in this matter.

LAW MEMBER: Is he going to be on the post at Dachau?

CAPTAIN SHUMACKERs That I don't know, sir. I don't
know whether those operations are performed here or whether

priscner patients are sent elsewhere. That is the reason I

wanted to bring it to the attention of the Court.
1AW MEMBER; I think under those circumstances, even
if he is in a hospital, we may take a deposition if necessary.
DEFENSE COUNSEL: That will be perfectly satisfactory.
PRESIDENT: The witness is excused.
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from the
courtroom.)
CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution calls as its next
witness Walter Landfried.
WALTER LANDFRIED, called as a witness for the Prosecution,
being first duly sworn, testified through an interpreter as

follows:

818




(Whereupon the questions, and p
were interpreted to the accused.)

DIRECT EXAMINATION
CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Will you caution this witness
to speak loudly and not answer the questions until they are
translated? )
(Whereupon the interpreter did as directed.)
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. SHUMACKER):
Q What is your name?
Landfried.
Your first name?
Walter.
What was your grade or rank during the Eifel 0Of-
3n December 194k and January 19457
Rottenfuehrer, Corporals
What unit were you in at that time?

Headquarters Company, Panzer Regiment Number 1,

What platoon?

Communications Platoon.

Who was your platoocn leader?

2nd Lieutenant Krause.

Are you now a prisoner of war of the United States?
Yos.

Where are you being held in custody?

L =T Y ~T I - R S -

In Dachau.

Q What type of vehicle did you ride in during the
offensive?

A In the SPW of Master Sergeant Hartmann.

Q Did that SPW travel alcne during that advance?

(Landfried-Direct) 848
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A Noe

Q What other vehicles travelled with it?

A The first vehicle was that of Unterscharfuehrer
Hillich, which also carried ILieutenant Krause. The second
vehicle was the vehicle of Mester Sergeant Hartmann which
carried me and the third vehicle was the vehicle of Ober-
scharfushrer Diener, which was the division radio station.’

Q How does Hillig spell his name?

H-i-l-l-i-ge

Q Where were you about the middle of the afternoon

of 17 December 19442

A That was in the late afternoon at the street in-

tersection about thirty-one kilometers northeast of Engelsdorf

(Ligneuville).
Q Did you see any German vehicles before you entered

this intersection?

»

Yes.

What type of vehicle was it?

That was a tank, type 5.

Do you know whose tank it was?

Noe

Do you know Unterscharfuehrer Briesemiester?
Noe

Did you see him there at that time?

Noe

Do you know what company Briesemiester was in?

> 0o b O b O > O > O

Nos
Q Do you know what kind of vehicles were in ths

lst Panzer Company?

(landfried-Direct)




Panthers.
Is that a Mark IV or a Mark V?
That's a tank type five. '

When you the don, which way did

We turned south.

Was that to your right or to your left?

Left.

Did you continue on down the road then?
No.

What did you do?

A The first vehicle stopped and since we closed up,
the second and third vehicle had to stop tooe

Q Did you see any German vehicles of any type on the
road other than the SPN in front of you and the one behind you?

A Yes.

Q What type of vehicle was it and where was it?

A A tank type four wasstanding there and ahead of it
there was an SPWe

On which side of the road was this Mark IV tank?
On the right side of the road.

In which direction was it headed?

Towards Engelsdor: (Ligneuville).

Q When you stopped there, what did you see -~ what
did you observe?

A About thirty to forty dead American soldiers were
lying on the side of the road, that is, in the fisld on the
right side of the rcad.

Q Did you see anyone in the field other than these
American soldiers?

(Landfried-Direct)




A Yes.
Q Who did you see?
A A high ranking non-commissioned officer, either
a Tech Sergeant or a Master Sergeant.
Who else other than this Ober or Hauptscharfushrer?
Three or four more men.
How were they dressed?

I don't remember the e xact details of their cloth-

ing but they did have black uniforms and leather clothing.

Q Do you know whether or not that is the uniform of
the Wehrmacht.or the 8s?

A 88e

Q What were these men doing in the field when you saw
them?

A This Tech or Master Sergeant walked towards the
edge of the field and at the corner he pushad an American
which we had considered dead.

Q How did he push him?

A With the foot.

Q And then what happened?

A The American then got up and raised his hands above
his head. Then the Tech or Master Sergeant had the American
soldier undress. Then he had him turn around and killed him
from the back with his pistol -- shot him.

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Your witness.
CROSS EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (CAPTAIN NARVID):
Q You can't recognize the man who did the shooting?
A Noe

43 How could you tell he was a high ranking non-

(Landfried-Cross)




commissioned officer?
a Because he was wearing his insignia of rank.
Q Didn't you just testify that you could not recall
the exact details of the clothing?
A Yes, but I wouldn't have been able to determine
that he was a Tech or Master Sergeant any other waye
! Q How far away were you from the field?

A Five or ten meters, I can't remember exactlys
Q Could he have been a low ranking non-commissioned
officer?
A Noe
Q Do you recall being interrogated by the Defense
Counsels on or about the 10th of May?
A Noe
Q Do you recall being interrogated by any of the
officers sitting at this table onthe 10th of May?
A Yes, I was interrogated by these officers but I
don't remember the date.
Q Was itabout two weeks ago?
A That might be right.
Q Do you recall at that interrogation being asked
the following question to which you gave the following answer:
"Question: Tell us what you know.
MAnsWer 't
and T am only quoting that part of the answer pertinent only
to the particular question previously asked.
CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: If the Court please, I think
the Court will determine whether or not it is pertinent. In
quoting, I want to hear the whole answer.

LAW MEMBER: In quoting a question and answer from

(Landfried-Cross)
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a former examination for the purpose of discrediting the
witness, the entire question will be asked and the entire
answer will be quoted.

CAPTAIN NARVID: In view of the fact that the

anewer is a half page long, fdm't think it is important

enough and I will withdraw the question., That is alle
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (DR. PFISTER):

Q You were a member of the Headquarters Company of
Peiper's Regiment Headquarters?

A Yes.

Were there any medics in this Headquarters Company?

Yes.

Did you know some of the men?

Yes.

Q Were any medics present during the time the ocour-
rence at the s treet crossing developed?

A I didn't see any medics while I was at the crossroads.

Q Another question. Do you know the medics Tech
Sergeant lowenstein or Walter?

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: If the Court please, we object
to this line of examination. None of this was brought out on
direct examination and I don't see the purpose of this line of
questioning.

DR. PFISTER: I should like this objection to be
overruled for the reason that I am trying to determine whether
these two men were present at the crossroads.

LAW MEMBER: Which two mem?

DR. PFISTER: Tech Sergeant Iowenstein or Sergeant

CAPTATN SHUMACKER: If the Court please, we have

not proved that they were there.

(Landfried-Cross) g4




PRESIDENT: The objection is sustained.

LAW MEMBER: It is not oross examination. The
two names are not involved in this case, they are not involved
in the matter. It is not oross examination.

DR, PFISTER: I would like to be ables to determine
this, may it please the Court, because I as & co-member of the
Defense, had nocgpportunity to determine the names of these
people and according to the books which I had available I was
of the impression that I was permitted to ask this question.

LAW MEMBER: In that connection, if counsel wishes,
he may call this witness as his own witness during the defense.

DR. PFISTER; Thank you.

CAPTAIN NARVID: May I have the Court!s permission
to ask anothsr question?

PRESIDENT: Yes.

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (CAPTAIN NARVID)s

Q Was this msn that you s aw shooting in the field
wearing a leather jacket?

A I don't remember whether he had a leather jacket
or leather trousers but he had something leather on him.

Q Isntt it a fact that insignia of rank are not worn
on leather jackets or leather clothing?

A In our outfit the insignia of rank were worn on
leather jackets.

Q When you say in your - what was your answer?

(Answer read by the Reporter.)

Q When you say your outfit, do you mean your company

or do you mean the entire regiment?

A The whole regiment.

(Landfried-Cross)
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CAPTAIN NARVID: That is alle

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Nothing further.

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: No redirects

PRESIDENT: Are there any Questions by the Court?
There appear to be none. The witness is excused.

(Whereupon the witness was exoused and withdrew from the
courtroom. )

CAPTATN SHUMACKER: Prosecution calls as its next
witness Rudolf Zimmerman.

RUDOLF ZIMMERMAN, called as a witness for the Prosecution,
being first duly sworn, testified through an interpreter as
follows;

DIRECT EXAMINATION
What is yowr name?
Zimmerman.
First name?
Rudolfs

Q What was your grade or rank during the Eifel Of-
fense in December 19LL and January 19457

A Sturmmann, Pfc.

Q What unit were you in at that time?

A 1st SS Panzer Regiment, Headquarters Company,
Communications Platoon.

Q Who was your platoon leader?

A 2nd Lieutenant Krause.

Q Are you now a prisoner of war of the United States?

A Yes.

Q What type of vehicle did you ride in during the
Eifel Offensive?

A I was driving in the vehicle of Tech Sergeant

(Zimmerman-Direct) ¥ 26




Were you in that vehicle on the 17th of Decenber

A Yes.

Q On that day was your SPW travelling alone or with
other vehicles?

A No, two 8PW's of the Commmications Platoon were
with use

Q In what order did those vehicles travel?

A The first ons was the SPW of ILieutenant Krause and
the SP¥ of Master Sergeant Hartmann and then our SPW.

Q Where were you about the middle of the afternoon
of 17 December 19LL?

A We were at the crossroads near Engelsdorf at about
the middle of theafternoon.

Q Before entering this crossroads, did you see any
other German vehicles along the road other than the three SPW's
in your serial?

A Noe I saw no other German vehicles before we came
to the crossroads.

Q Did you see any in the intersaction itself?

A When we arrived at the crossroads there was a tank
type four standing there and a Panther.

Q Where was the Panther?

A The Panther was on the right side of the road right
in front of the house next to the crossroads.

Q Where was the Mark IV?

' The Mark IV was about fifty meters away from the
orossroads in the direction of Engelsdorf,

Q On which side of the road was the Merk IV standing?

A The Mark IV was on the right.side of the road toos

(Zinmerman-Direct) 827
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Q Did you continue on to Engelsdorf, or what did
you do?

A We were standinga t the for about ten
minutes. Then we kept on riding towards Engelsdorf.

Q While you were there, what did you see?

A On the right side of the road next to the house
there was a group of Americans lying in the field. About three
or four German soldiers were running around among the Americans
on the ground and shooting at them.

Q Did you notice the rank of any of these German
soldiers who were running around in the field?

A I only remember one high ranking non-commissioned
officer, either a Tech Sergeant or a Master Sergeant.

Q Did you observe this individual, the Ober or Haupt-
scharfusher, shoot any particular individual American?

A No, I didn't notice. I only saw him running around
the PW's and shooting them.

Q Were you looking into the field all the time you
were parimd there?

A Noe

Q What happened to prevent your seeing what was
going on in the field -~ everything that was going on in the
f£ield?

A I had a call from the & tation I was in communication
with and had to operate the radiocs

Q Did anyone leave your vehicle, Dienerfs vehicle?

A Yes, the driver, Rottenfuehrer Ries and the
Commander, Oberscharfushrer Diener, both left the vehicle.

Q Where did they go?

(Zimmerman-Direct)
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I don't know thate
Q Why don't you know?
A As I have said before, the station I was in com-

munication with called me and I had to operate my radioe
CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Your witness.
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CROSS EXAMINATION

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Capt. Narvid):

Q How many meters away were you from the field?

A We were about 10 to 15 meters away from the ﬁnld.

Q You were always in your tank?

A Yes. I was in the tank at all times,

Q Do you recall being interrogated by any of the officers here
on the 15th of May, 19LL4?

A Yes.

Q Do you recall being ssked this question end giving the fol-

lowing enswer? Question: "Tell us what you saw in the field." Answer;
"The prisoners had been shot previously. At this time only a f‘f’ German
soldiers were walking among them snd firing some shots."

A I testified that there were three or four German soldiers in
the field.

Q You don't recall answering the way I read?

A No.

Q Do you recall being asked this question: "Who were these
men?" Answer: "I don't know. I did not recognize them."

A I did say in this testimony that I saw a T/Sgt. or N/Sgt.
wearing a leather jacket, whom I am still able to remember.

Q Then you deny that you stated, "I don't know. I did not
recognize them." Is that right?

A No.

Q You do not deny it?

A No. I don't deny that. I said that I didn't recognize any
of the other soldiers. The only thing I remember was one T/Sgt. or one
H/Sgt.

Q Now, you just testified that you were about 10 meters away
from the field. Is that true?

A About 10 to 15 meters.

(zimmerman - Cross)




Q Do you recall being asked this question, to which you gave
the following answer? “How close were you to them?™ Answer; "Fifty
moters or less, standing on the road." ‘

A No. Already, in my interrogation on the 13th, I said that
I was 10 to X5 meters away from the field, amd about 50 meters away
from the Crossroads.

CAPT. NARVID: That is all,

DEFENSE: Dr. Hertkorn.

QUESTIONS BY DR. HERTKORN:

Q Whet were the uniforms worn by the soldiers who were out in
the field together with the l(/lgt. recognised by you?

A I don't remember that any more.

Were there any medics out there?

German sold iers?

No.

Q
A
Q  Yes.
A
Q

Were there any standing around near the field?

A No. I didn't see any. ‘
DEFENSE: Nothing further.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

CAPT. SHUMACKER: Did you see any American mediocs lying in the
field?

A No, I didn't see any of those, either.

CAPT. SHUMACKER: Nothing further here, sir.

EXAMINATION BY COURT
QUESTIONS BY LAW MEMBER:

Q Will you look at the dock and see if you can recognize any-
one among the accused who.may have been the T/Sgt. or the u/s;e. that
day in the field. You can get up and walk around.

A Yes.,

Q ' Whot

(Zimmerman = Court)




A Woe 27s *
PRESIDENT: No. 27, stend up. L. 8it dom.
Q See if you recognise anyone else,

A No, I cannot recognise anybody else.

CAPT, SHUMACKER: Nothing further.
RECROSS EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Capt. Narvid):
Q Do you know the name of the man you recognized as mo. 277
¥o, I don't know that.
Did you see him at Schwaebiech Hall?
Yes.

Was he pointed out to you in Schwaebisch Hall?

Yes, I was confronted with him in Schwaebisch Hall,

CAPT. FNARVID: That's all.
CAPT. SHUMACKER: Nothing further.
PRESIDENT: Any other questions by the Court?
There appear to be none., The witness is excused.
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrews)

CAPT. :+ The Pr tion calls as its next witness Adolf

Weiss,
ADOLF WEISS, called as & witness for the Prosecution, was sworn
and testified through an interpreter as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker):
Q What is your name?
Weiss.
Your first neme?
Adolf.
What was your grade or rank during the Eifel offensive in
19}, end Jenuary, 19457

Sturmmann (Pfo.).
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Q What unit were you in at that time?

Reri +

quarters, Panser

Q  'Wnat Panzer regiment?

»
.

Panger Regiment No. 1o

Who was your platoon leader?

2nd Lt. Krause. :

Are you now a prisoner of war of the United States?
Yeos. ‘
In whose vehicle were you riding on 17 December 19LL?
In a radio SPW.

Who was the commender of that SFW?

M/Sgt. Hartman,

Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q

Where were you about the middle of the afternoon of 17
December 19LL?

I was at the Crossroads outside of Engelsdorf.

How far from Engelsdorf? 3

About two kilometers from Engelsdorf.

Were any other SPW's with yours at that time?

Yes.

Whose SPN was in front of you?

SPW from the regimental headquarters was in front of us.

Who was in it? Who was the commander?

> © » © » O p O P

Unterscharfushrer Hillig.

Where was Untersturmfuehrer Krause riding?

I don't know that. I don't know where he was.

Who was in the SPW behind you?

T/Sgt. Diener.

When you reached this Crossroads, which way did you turn?
To the left.

After making this turn, did your vehicle stop anyplace on the

(Weiss - Direct)




A Yes.

Q Did you see any German vehicles slong this road leading to
Engelsdorf, other than these three SPW's that you have mentioned?

A Yes.

What other vehiocles did you see?

On the left corner of the street, a panther war standing.

And beyond the corner did you see any other German vehicles?
Yes. There was a tank, type L, on the left side of the road, b
Where did your SPW stop with respect to this tank L

Behind the tank. v

Q After you stopped, just describe ‘the scene that you observed
and what took place.

A After we came to a stop I saw dead and wounded Americans lying
on the field on the right side of the road. I then saw a T/38gt. or
ll/ﬂ;t. push an American lying on the ground with his foot. The American
soldier then got up, was forced to take his jacket and shoes off. The
T/Sgt. then motioned to him to turn around and shot him by shooting him
through the neck.

Q Did you see or hear any shooting by Germans in the field be=

single American was shot by the Ober- or Hauptscharfuehrer?
Yes. There were some more soldiers in the field.

What were they doing?

They were shooting around emong the Americans.

What type of wespons were they using?

Pistols.

How were these soldiers dressed?

They were wearing black wmiforms and, in part, leather out=

Is that a uniform commonly worn by the Wehrmacht?
No, only with armored outfits,

Is it worn only by SS armored outfits, or not?

834
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A To my knowledge, also by the Wehrmacht.

Q Can you identify the Ober- or Hauptscharfushrer that you saw
shooting in the field that day?

A No.

CAPT. SHUMACKER: Your witness.

DEFENSE: No questions by the Defense.

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court?

There appear to be none. 1'}:0 witness is exoused.
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew.)
CAPT. SHUMACKER: The Prosecution oalls as its next witness Hans

Assenmacher.,

HANS ASSENMACHER, being recalled as a witness for the Prosecution,

was again sworn and testified further through an interpreter as follows:
REDIRECT EXAMINATION (Continued)
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumecker):
Q Whet is your name?
A Heans Assenmacher.
Q What grade or reank did you hold during the Eifel offensive
in December, 19Ll;, and Jenuary, 19457
A Sturmmann (Pfe.).
Q What unit were you in at that time?
A I was in the Service Compeny of the 3rd Battalion of the 2nd
Panzer Grenadier Regiment, LSSAH.
Q Who was your battelion commander?
Hauptsturmfuehrer (Capt.) Diefenthal.
Do you remember his first neme?
Josef.
What was your particular assignment during the offensive?
I was radio operator and essistent driver.
In Whosé vehicle?

In the SPW of the commanding officer, Diefenthal.

835
(Assenmacher - Redirect)




Q What type of vehicle was it?

A It was an SPW.

Q What point slong the route of advance had you reached shortly
after noon on 17 December 19LL?

A Shortly after noon of the 17th of December, 19141;, we reached
the Crossroads about two kilometers north of Engelsdorf.

Q Did your vehicle stop for any resson just before you entered
the intersection itself?

A Yes. The whole convoy stopped, and therefore our vehicle had
to stop, tooe

Q About how far was your SPW from the Crossroads when it came
to & halt at this time?

A About 150 mat.nrl before we reached the Crossroads.

Who was in your SFW at that time?
Lt. Col. Peiper, Capt. Diefenthal, Sgt. Fackelmeier, the
driver, Paul Zwigart, and myself.

Q Now, will you look et the defendants in the box to your left
and state whether or not you see Obersturmbannfuehrer Peiper among thase
present.,

A Yes.

Q What number is he wearing?

A No. L2,

Q Is the man you have just identified the Peiper who was in
your SPW on 17 December 1SLL4?

A Yes.

Q Will you look at the defendents in the box to your left B‘P‘Ad
state whether or not Josef Diefenthal, whom you mentioned, is among
those present.

A Yes, he has no. 10.

Q And will you look at the defendents in the boxto your left

and state whether or not Paul Zwigart is among those preserit.
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A Yes. He has no. 7L
PRESIDENT: Noe 7L, stand up, == 8it down,
Q Did anyone leave your vehicle when you stopped at that point

spproximately 150 meters from the Crossroads?

A Yes. Capt. Diefenthal got out, attempting to get the convoy

straightened out again.

In which direction did he walk?

He went toward the Crossroads. ;

About how long were you halted at this point?

About five minutes.

And then where did you go?

We then continued on and made a left turn at the Crossroeds.

Q Before you halted at this place where Diefenthal left the
vehicle, did you hear or observe any firing of eny kind from the Germen
column?

A I only know that the convoy was fired upon when it left the
road outside of Malmedy.

Q Now, which column ere you talking about?

I am talking about an Americean convoy ef. wvehicles.

Were you present when that American convoy was fired upon?

Yes.

Will you come over here to Prosecution Exhibit No. 3 end
point out, if you cen, where the American column was and where the
German column was when this firing took place.

(Whereupon the witness went over to Prosecution Exhibit No. P-3.)

A The American convoy wes coming from this direction (indicating)
and we were coming from this direction, if I remember correctly.

Q Where ie this Crossroads that you spoke of? == Do you see
Engelsdorf?

A Yes. That must be right here.

Q Now, where was the Crossroads with respect to Engelsdor’?
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A It was sbout two kilometers outside Engelsdorf. Here (indie
cating).
Q Now, that is the Crossroads. Now, when you entered this

Crossroads, in which direction did you turn? To your right, or to your
left?

A Left.

Q Well, cen you figure out what road you were on if you made &
left=hand turn?

A Yes. This one (indicating). We then continued in this di=
rection. '

Q All right. Now, do you think you can figure out what rosd
the American column was riding on?

A Yes. The American convoy must have been coming from this
street.

Q Now, do you know where the German column was when the American
convoy was fired on?

A Yes. Here (indicating).

Q Were you present yourself? Did you see the shooting?

A Yes.

Q All right. Resume the stand.

(Whereupon the witness resumed the stand.)

CAPT. NARVID: We respectfully move this Court to strike out testi-
mony unless counsel can show what connection there is between one colum
firing at enother column in combat and shooting prisoners of war. This
far all the testimony has been irrelevant, incompetent, and immaterial
to the issue.

CAPT. SHUMACKER: We just want to prove that this witnese was there
end knows something about the prisoners of war who were shot.

CAPT. NARVID: But the witness could well be asked, "Were you

there?" That is all.

(Assenmacher - Redirect)




LAW MEMBER: Of course, if counsel is trying to say that this
line of testimony is immaterisl to the issues in the case, we have al=
ready had ample testimony to the fact that an American colum was pro=
ceeding along one road, and it was fired on by a German colum. This
witness now says he was present in that column. I can see nothing more
pertinent than that snswer. The objeotion is badly taken at this time,
eand it is overruled.

Q Now, Assenmacher, after you reached this intersection itself,
did you stop again?

A Yes.

Q How far from the intoru;stion did you stop on this second

occasion?

A About 15 meters, I think.

. Q And did you observe any other German vehicles there at that
time?

A I saw a German SPW stending there.

Q Did you know yourself what unit this SAW belonged to?

A Later on I heard Obersturmbannfuehrer Peiper ask, "Which
unit are you from?™ And I heard them say they were from the 9th Penzer
Pioneer Company.

Q Is that the only way you have of knowing what unit this
particular vehicle was from?

A Yes.

Was Obersturmbannfuehrer Peiper'in your vehicle at that time?
Yes.

Was Diefenthal in your SPW at that time?

No.

Q About how long were you stopped at this place that you have
described?

A About three to five minutes. I don't know exactly.

Q And from that point where did you go?
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We drove on for about 130 to 150 meters and stopped sgain.
Did you see any American vehicles at any time along that road?

Yes. I saw some trucks and one jeep.

And where were they?
They were parked at ﬁno right lid-v of the road.
In which direction were they headed?
In the direotion toward Engelsdorf.
Q  What did you do when you reached this spot 130 to 150 meters
from the Crossroads?

A We stopped there and the driver, Zwigart, filled up the oil

and Lt. Col. Peiper gave me three minutes to loot.

Q Did you leave the vehicle at that time?

A Yes. I got up from my seat and looked over the wall of the

vehicle and saw four Amerioens lying out there. I called over to them
from the vehicle to get up, but none of them moved. Then I shot in
the direction where these people were lying, twice, with my pistol.
Then I jumped off the vehicle and ren toward the first American lying
next to the vehicle. I pushed him with a foot, but he didn't move,
and then I turned him around snd noticed that he had four shots through
his chest. Then I ran over to the next one, pushed him again. He
yelled and got up, and I ran up to the next one, pushed him, and he got
up, too. The next one got up by himself, and then two more came out of
a little ditch, running parallel to the road.

Q When these men got up, did they carry their wespons with them?

No.

After they got up, they folded their hends behind their heeds.

A

Q How did they hold their hands, Assenmacher?
A

Q

What did you do with these five Americans after you had cap=

tured them?
A I tock their belts away from them and sent them to the Cross=

roads.
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Are you talking about their ammunition belts?

Q
A Yes.
Q And then what did you do?
A After they had left I uit over to the jeep to see whether
there was anything in there.
Did you find anything in the jeep?

Yes. I found one pack of cigarettes and a box of cookies,

Yes .

Q
A
Q Did you take them?
& 2
Q

Who got the cigarettes, and who got the cakes?

A I offered the cigarettes later on, and Lt. 001’. Peiper didn't
want the cigarettes and took the cookies instead.

Q While you were at this jeep, did you hear any firing at all?

A I did hear some firing, but that was not at the Crossroads.
It must have been further away.

Q What kind of fire was it?

A To the best of my memory, it was machine gun fire.

Q How long do you think you were there, capturing these five
men and looting the Jjeep?

A Less than ten minutes.

Q When did Diefenthal rejoin you?

A We got started again, and while we were getting started Diefen-
thal got into the vehicla.

Q And how was !.)iol‘enthnl dressed on the 17th of December, 19LL7

A If I remember properly, he had a yellow leether jacket and a
field cap on.

Q Wes the yellow jacket noticeable or not?

A Yes,

CAPT. SHUMACKER: Your witness.

PRESIDENT: Court will recess until 10:30.

(Whereupon the Court recessed st 1000 hours,)

g4l
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(Whereupon the Oourt reconvened at 1030 hours.)

PRESIDENT: Cowrt willcome to orders

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, let the record show that
all the members of the Court are present, all the members of the
Prosecution are present and all the members of the Defense, with
the exception of Dre Leiling, who is absent on business of the
Defense, all the defendants and the reporter are present.

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Bring in the witness Assenmachere

LAW MEMEER; While he is ocoming in, this moming a ruling was
made with respect to the procedure of arguing with the witnesse
80 that there will be no misunderstanding, oounsel for either side
may at any time object to a question placed by the opposite side
on the usual technical grounds after it has been translated and
before it has been answered by the witnesse That is simply to
clear any misunderstanding with respect to that part of the
procedure or any question about its

HANS ASSENMACHER, recalled as a witness for the Prosecution

resumad the stand and testified through an interpreter as followss

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings

were interpreted to the German counsel and the accuseds)
CAPTAIN SHUMACKER3: her, you are r you are

st1ll under oathe
RECROSS EXAMINATION

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Lte Colonel Dwinell)s

Q Assenmacher, while you are at the cromsroads, how long
did you remain there?

A In all approximately fifteen to twenty minutes,

Q Were you Peiperts radie operator?

A No, I was only radio man in the commando car of Haupte
sturmfushrer Diefenthals

Q ‘Then you were Diefenthal's radio operator?

(L ¥

Assenmacher - Reaross



http:Praaeoutl.on

Yese
Vith whom were you in radie contact?
I was in contact with all mupanies of our battalions
Q  While you were at the crossroads, was your radio in
operation?
A ‘!u, I tried to get contaot with the 10th campanye
Was that whils you were at the crossroads?
Yese {
And during the time you were at the crossroads, was the
moter running in the SFW?
el ;

A
Q During combat are you ever permitted to abandon your radie?
g ;

Noe

Q Then you didn't abandon your radio at any time at the
crossroads?

A Nop but I left it for three minutes whem the Obersturm-
bannfuehrer authorized me to leave it for three minutes to get
things organiseds

Q Was the radio in operation at that time?

A No, I cut it oute '

Q Were you in radio contact with division headquarters?

A Noe :
QUESTIONS EY DEFENSE (Dre Hertkorn)s

Q Witness, you said that you saw a few American soldiers
lying in a ditche Where was that?

A That was when we stopped for the second time after we had
turned around at the crossroadse

Q How far was that from house Noes 6 on the crossroads?

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: If the Court please, we object to that
because the witness has not identified any house Number 6 and
has not testified about ite
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FRESIDENT: Objection sustained.

Q
A

Do you lmow if there was a house at the erossroads?
When I took the Amsricans prisoners, I did see the top

of a houses

Q

Is that bouse with the top located on the northern end

of the crossroads?

N

Q

Yese

How far were the Americans who you ordered to get out of

the ditch located from that house? !

A
Q

It could have beem approximately 150 meterse
Did you send the priscners away from where you made them

stand up in the direction of the house?

A
Q

Yese

Were the priscners under guard whemn they marched back in

that direction?

A

Q
A
Q

Noe

Did you tell the prisoners that they had to report somewhere?
No, I only sent them in the direotion of the houses ;
Why did you send the prisoners to the rear without any

guard and without giving them any directives?

A

When we first stopped behind the crossroads, I noticed

that they were German soldiers and that is why I sent them dowm there.

Q
A

Q

A

Q
A

What did you expect was going to happen t these prisoners?
I didn't think about that, I only sent them awaye

Did you have an order when you made prisoners to send them

Noe
What orders did you have what to do with prisoners?

I only had the gemeral ruling that prisoners will not

have to be made and it was left up to me what to do with themse

44
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QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Dre leer):
Q Where did the phrase 'open up the fire on the Americans
commence?

As far as I saw just before the orossroadse

What distance before the crossroads did they open fire?

Approximately 100 meters before the orossroadse
Where were you at that time?
We were approximately 150 neters away from the crossroadse
What vehicles were standing in front of you?
I saw a few SPWs and a few tankse ‘
Q Were you able to make up a picture of the march route and

who were in these different vehicles?
A I only know that the 10th cempany was the leading umit that
day and must have been in front of use
Q Did you know as the radio man of Diefenthal's wagon who
gave the arder to fire?
A Nos ‘ \
Q Do you know what officer arrived at the place and gave an
order to cease fire and to move on?
Noe ;
Do you know that that order was given?
Noe :
With what vehicle did Peiper arrive at the crossroads?
Peipar was in our SPW. .
From what place and from what time and to what place and
until what time did you remain in your vehicle?
A As far as I remember I mounted our SPW before Honsfeld and
remained therein until we reached a point after Cheneuxe
Q Did you hear when Oberst Peipsr asked wiere ths maof the

9th company were at?

Assenmacher - Recross




A I heard when Obersturmbannfuehrer Peiper asked from what
company are you.

Q To whom did he address that question?

A lllddrollodithlnwhomolmd:i.n‘mmtxn
SPW which waz in front of us on the left hand side after we had turned
around at the oroassroads.

Q  Where were you sitting in the SPW? Y

A I was sitting on the right land lﬁ. of the drivers

Q  Were yousitting in the SPW on the same place with the
exception of the time whewe you dismounted?

A Yeose ’

Q What question did you pose towards Diefenthal or Peiper
before you dismounted?

A I did not ui: any questione

Q Did anyone order you to dismount?

A Obersturmbannfushrer Peiper gave me three minutes time to
organize and for that reasonI had to dismount the vehiclee

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: I believe there is a corrections Are you

sure about the translation of the word "organize®?

MR STRONGs It is correct.

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: We think it is incorrect. May I suggest
if the official court interpreter doesn't know, that the witness
explained what Peiper gave him permission to dos (To Interpreter
Wolfy: Translate what I saye

LAW MEMBER: Ack the witness what he means by the word you
translated "organize".

(Whereupon the interpreter did as directed,)

INTERPRETER WOIFB: Make bootye

Q Is it known to you that the order was given to you several
times by your regimental commander that you should not make any booty

and that you should not stop and waste time in making Such booty?

845
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A Yes, this order was known to mes

Q  One more question, did Colonel Peiper tell you to make
booty or did he allow you to make booty?

A Obersturmbannfushrer Peiper said you have three minutes
and I thought I oould employ that time and make wse o ite

Q  The witness should tell the Court if despite his present

nervous condition he is positively sure to remember the exact wording
at that time?

A !!l;

DEFENSEt No further ecrosse

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: No redirects

EXAMINATION BY THE COURT

QUESTIONS BY IAW MEMEER:

Q Did Colonel Peiper make any comment about sending the
prisoners to the rear?

A Noe ’

Q Did he say anything whem you sent the five prisoners to the

rear?

Noe
Where was he at the time?
He was standing in the Sﬁ.
Q And how far was that from you where you were standing with
the prisoners?
A About ten meters.
Q When you shot in the direction of the priscners when they
ware s till in the ditch, did Colonel Peiper say anything to you?
A Noe
PRESIDENT: There appear to bs no other questions by the Courte
The witness is excuseds
CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: If the Ourt please, the Prosecution offers
in evidence an affidavit of Colonel Robert L. Hunter dated ths 29th
day of August 1945, to be attached to the record and marked Prosecutionts
Exhibit Number 6ls
Assenmacher = Court 847
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IT¢ OOIONEL DWINELL: The Def: \ an ob

on the grounds previously stated with respect to Prosecutionts
Exhibit "P=27" whichwas the I,G. reparte
DEFENSE: The Defense calls attention to the classification.
PROSECUTIONs They have all been reduceds There is no
classification on any of them that is "Restricted®s I think all
War Crimes records have besen reduced, from my recollsction of ite
LAW MEMBER: The dooument offered by the Prosecuticn is a
olassified d te Pr tion has d that such documents

have been reduced in classifications In admitting this document
into evidence the Court will make the same ruling it made with
respect to document “P=27%, that it will be impounded until the
doonment has proven to be unclassifieds The objection is overrulede

PRESIDENTs The exhibit offered by the Prosecution will be
admitted in evidence and will be marked Exhibit WP=51,

(Whereupon the document referred to having bsen previously

identified was received in evidence as Prosecution's Exhibit "P=61"
and is attached hereto and made & part of the records)

PROSECUTION: Prosecution requests permission to read its Exhibit
P61,

PRESIDENT: Granteds
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89,5/28,1sp PROSECUTION: (Reading)

"For the WAR CRINES OFFICE

Judge Advocate General's Department - War Department

United States of America

In the matter of iIntroduction
to medical evidence In the case
referred to as the Malmedy

Perpeuvation of
+ Testimony of Col.
Rosser L. Hunter,

il

Massacre.

t 0-5741

0ffice of the Inspector General,
Pirst United States Army, Fort
Jackson, 8. C.

Taken at:

Date: 28 August 1945

In the Presence of: Lt. Col, Alyin B, Welsch,
0-238440, Lt. Col. John C.
Rappleyea, 0-230492, both IGD,
First United States Army and lst
Lt. Raymond D. Czapko, 0-1053351,
Office of the Provost Marshal,

Fort Jackson, 8. C.
Reporter: Virginia M. Krell, Office of the
Provost Marshal, Fort Jackson, S,C.

lst. Lt. Raymond D. Czapko

yuestions byt
Would yon state your name, rank, and serial
number ?
I am Col. Rosser L. Hunter, 0-5741, Inspector
General's Department, Army Inspector CGeneral,
st Unlted States Army.

the date and nlace of your birth
of service with the Army?
in Washington, D. C.
ave had more thar
fficer of the United

add .
idress

hold your present assignment in
1944 and January 1945?
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As Army Inspector General, Wirst United
States Army, did you have any connection with
the death of Americans who were in German
hands at the time of the Ardennes offensive
in 19447

A, I did.

"I was Inspector General during the campaigns
in Burope in 1944-45, and exerclsed general super-
vision over the investigations into the death of
Americans who had been c aptured by Cerman forces
at the time of the German break-through in the
Ardennes on 15 December 1944, Investigation, under
my supervision, by officers of the Inspector General
Section, First Army, established that on 17 Decem-
ber 1944, approximately one hundred and fifty (150)
American officers and enlisted men, who had been
captured by the Germans, were placed !n a field near
a cross-road approximately two (2) miles southeast
from the town of Malmedy in Belgium and near the
small village of Geromont; that fire from German
armored vehicles on the adjacent road was dlrected
into the gro of prisoners of war; that thereafter,
the armored vehicles left the vicinity; that
thereafter, a group of German soldlers, who had

been left at a road block in the vicinity,

went amongz the prostrate Americans, shooting

hose who showed signs of life. Some of the
American approximately 35, who desplte thelr
wounds were able to travel, escaped from the field
mostly after dark,

"Efforts were made by Officers of the
Inspector General's Section to visit the scene
but 1t was in German hands and these efforte
unsuccessful until 14 January 1945 when the
was recsp tured. Prior to this time, officers
this section had made reconnaissances of the field
but were never able to actually get on it. Shortly
after 17 December 1944, the snows commenced and
the f1 was covered in from two (2) to five (5)
feet of snow. For that reasson, these conducting
reconnaissances could not determine the condit ionx
on the field.

January 1945, O0fficers of
ion followed the assault w
field.
the field for
x the field P

found) Officers of this
laborers to clear the s
Registration Personnel,
off1 Signal Corps




show evidence of traffic. However, there were a

few places where artillery shells had recently fallen
in the field. The entire fleld was closely

searched, including removal of the snow over

bodies. T¥ach body, as found, was placarded with a
number and photographs were taken of the bodies
show!ing the number and their position 1n the field.

"All bodies found were frozen hard snd stiff
and were generally in plles or rows. In some
cases, the bodies had become frozen to each other
and frozen to the ground.

"Bodies were removed from the fleld by hand
and carried under defilade to a point on the
Geromont-Malmedy Road where they were placed in
a truck and carried to Malmedy and placed in a
building that had previously Leen heated by wood-
burning stoves., In this bullding, the bodles
were placed in the rooms until they thawed
sufficlently to remove the clothing.

"Hach body was examined by a medical officer,
an Inspector General and members of the Graves
Registration Service. Thorough search was made of
the clothing and the body for identification, and
the medical officer, examined the body for cause
of death., There were also Signal Corps Photographlc
Personnel present and photographs were made of
bodies showing unusual wounds. During examina-
tion, the number placards placed on the bodies in
the fileld were still attached to the clothing
except in the three or four cases where they had
become detached in the journey. After the search
for identification, examination by the medical
officer and, In some cases, the photographing of
the bodles, they were placed in bed sacks and
transported under the supervislon of the Graves
Reglstration Service to the cemetary.

"At all times, from the time the snow was
removed from on top of the bodies in the field
until they were sent to the cenetery for imtern-

ent, they were under the supervision of th
Inspector General, s previously state
body was frozen hard and
that ¢ on at least untll the

¥ Malmedy The bodi

wed even at that t’wp. The bod

was that
showed multiple ﬂ”rﬁﬂ from vmﬂll arms
the face, chest and stomach, Some bodies
wounds from small arms in te
and behind the ears. In these cas
here v ¥ one. wound on the he

vound eas
ungd es,
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the wound in the temple showed obvious powder
marks. A few bodies, recovered near the shell
craters in the field showed evldence of post
mortem laceration from shell fragments. With
respect to the condition of the bodies when found,
none showed any signs of decomposition. Upon
removal of certain bodies from the field, it was
observed that their eyes had been enucliated and
snow had fillled the empty eye sockets. Upon
examination in the house in Malmedy, this obersa-
tlon was verified. In one 4nqtancn the back of
the head had been completely crushed. The' medical
officer who was on the field during the first part
of tire time the bodies were beinz removed was
Capt. John M. Snyder. The medical officers who

- performed the detalled examiration of the bodies In
the house in Malmedy was Major Glacento C. Morrone,
and Captaln Joseph A. Kurz, Capt. Snyder, after
leaving the field, also performed detailed examina-
tions in the house in Malmedy.

"In the Report of Investigation concerning
this case, there 1s included a deta led report
of the examlinatlon of these bodles, their con-
dition at that time and evidence of their
identifilcation.

"The search of the clothing in the house in
Malmedy disclosed that, in genersl, t bodie
had not been robbed. rican or Belgian money
was found on most bodies; a number of wrist 'd""‘
were found either on the wrist or still clasped
in the hands. Only few of the bodles were
clothed in an over-coat, but &1l had on outer
clothing, fleld jackets, combat jackets or sweaters.
All had on shoes. In a few cases, cig ttes were
found on the body. When found, (and also when
exemined by the medical officers) a considerable
number were frozen in a rosition with both hands
raised above thelr heads.

s there is
the condition of
ody, descripti
a sketch of eac
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answers contained therein are true to the best
of my knowledge and bellef,

(Signed) Rosser L. Hunter, 0-5741
Colonel, IGD

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 29th day
of August, 1945,

(Signed) RAYMOND D. CZAPKO, 1lst Lt.
0-10563351, CNP
Summary Court."
PROSECUTTON: If the Court please, prosecution
offers in evidence exhibit F. G and H of the First
U. 8. Army Inspector General's Report dated 27 Janu-
ary 1945, reference number of originating office,
IG-101, to commandingz general, 12th Army Group, from
Commanding General of the Filrst U.S. Army, to be
attached to the record and merked prosecution exhibit
Nos. 62, 63 and 64 respectively.
LT. COL. DWINELL: The defense interposes

an objection to this evidence on the grounds that it
has not been shown that efforts have been made by the
proseaution to secure the personal attendance as a
witness of the medical officer who made the rerort.
The admission of the report is contrary to the best
evidence rule and deprives the defense of the cross
examination of a very important tness on a very
important issue in this case, ands the defense refers
to the Manual for Mllitary Government, Technical
anual for Leral and Priso fficers, paragrap}
on pa 43: "Heresay ev n the st
ment of a witness not produ
but if the matter is importent and contraverted, every

eff t shot b i to obtain the

witness and an a urnment mav he ordered

purpose."
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PROSECUTION: My answer is that according to
the outline of procedure, the IG report is admissible

either in whole or in part and already part of this

Inspector General Report has been admitted, and to
satisfy the Court further, the affidavit of the
Inspector General -- we have produced the affidavit
of Rosser L. Hunter who had supervision of the
removal of the bodies and the examination thereof,

and prosecution belleves 1t has fully complied with the

spirit of the rules that govern the admission of

evidence in the NMilitary Government Court,

LT, COL. DWINELL: May it please the Court,
this 1is not an offer of ewidence of an IG Report,
but is an offer of evidence of testimony taken before
the Inspector General, and the credibility the
Inspector General put upon that evidence is not before
this Court.

LAW MEMBER: The Court will make the same
ruling it did with respect to the former Inspector
General's Report. The evidence being offered is a
part of an official document of the Army and will

e admitted under rule 12 of the rules of procedure
page 37 of the Technical Manual. Objection is over-
ruled.

SIDENT: The exhibits
prosecution will be admitted into
will be marked Pro:
and 64 respectively.
(Wnereupon the documents r=ferred to, were

received in evidence as Prosecution Exhibits No.
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62, 63, 64 respectively and are attached hereto

made a part of the record.)

PRO SECUTION: Prosecution requests per=-
mission to read 1ts exhibits 62, 63, and 64
respectively.

PRESIDENT: Granted.




"Captain JOSEFH A, KURCZ, 0-501599, Medical Corps, Llth
Evacuation Hospital, after being duly sworn, testified as foll-

ows:

"That on 1k, 15 and 16 January 1915, at Malmedy, Belgium,

he examined bodies brought into Malmedy under the supervision
of Inspectors General, First U, S. Army; that the bodies were
disrobed for the purpose of this examination; that the identi-
fications indicated were made at the time of his examination
from identification taps, pay cards, and other evidences in

the clothing; that the tag numbers referred to are those placed
on the bodies by Inspectors General before removal from place
of discovery; and that the bodies when delivered to him for ex=
amination were still in a frozen state with some of

still adhering to them,

"Tag Nos 2




#Tdentified ass RALPH J. INDELICATO, 17133271, Corporal, Med,

Det., 285th Field Artillery Observation Battalion.

"Personal effects founds One comb, one pair scissors, wallet
containing photographs, stamps, AGO card, one 20,000 mark note,

and 56 German marks,

"Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed:

Soldier was dressed in OD sweater, OD shirt and trousers, over-

shoes, Clothing was torn, and frozen to the body,

Miledical Diagnosis: Both arms elevated to the level of the head.
Face: both eyes are pone., Examination reveals bilateral enuclea-
tion with a sharp instrument., The skin edges show definite knife
marks, The eye sockets are cleanly evacuated. (Opinion: Enuclea-
tion mechanical, performed by a sharp instrument, Presence of
blood in the region of the sockets and the ragged appearance of
the skin substantiates the opinion that it was performed while
the soldier was still alive and it was done by an inexperienced
person,) Pistol shot wound, face, entrance left upper 1lip, exit
ripght cheek at the level of the right lower lip, Wound, lacer-
ating, severe, of the left shoulder with complete tearing away

of the skin and underlying structure dovm to the shoulder joint
and almost to the region of the neck, caused by machine gun fire,
Wound, severe, lacerating, of the left elbow and the left lower
third of the arm, with fracture compound comminuted of the left
humirus, caused by machine gun fire, Multiple perforating wounds
of the left hand and wrist with fracture compound comminuted of

wrist and hand bones caused by multiple hullet wounds."

"Tag No. 3:
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"Identified as: LUKE S, SWARTZ, 33497309, T/5, Pattery "mn,
285th Field Artillery Observation Battalion,

"Personal effects found: One fountain pen, two pencils, one
chain, one New Testament, one comb, letters, one pocket knife,

one wallet containing 55 German marks, and one good luck charm,

¥Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed:

Overcoat, field jacket, sweater, OD shirt and trousers, leggings,
and overshoes. T/5 insignia on overcoat, Identification band
on right vrist, blood on the right trouser leg in the region of

the knee,

Miedical Diagnosis: The arms are raised above the head. 0ld blood
on face, Bullet wound perforating right knee, with fracture com-
pound comminuted of the right knee joint. Bullet wound, left side
of head, penetrating the left forehead just above the, with the
wound showing definite powder burns. (Opinion: Wound of head

inflicted by a pistol bullet at close range.)

"Tag o, L and 23:
"Identified as: JOHN J. CLYMIRE, 16011838, Private First Class,

86th Engineer Rattalion, Heavy Ponton,

"Personal effects found:

One comb, one fountain pen, one relig-
ious medal, one ring, one Bulova wrist watch, wallet containing

520 Belgian francs, EM identification card,

"Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed:

OD shirt with First Army insipnia on the left shoulder, OD trous-
ers, leggings, combat shoes,

Wiedical Diagnosis: Toth hands are raised above the head, Head:
Wound, severe, fracture compound comminuted, lacerating with loss

of all the cranial bones plus loss of the forehead, and loss of

857
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brain tissue, Careful examination reveals that the high explos-

ive missile entered from the back and caused the damage described

above, Penat!'ath‘xg wound, severe, of the le ft upper chest also

caused by a high explosive missile,

"Tag No, T7:

WIdentified as: SYLVESTER V. HERCHELROTH, 33497232, Corporal,
Battery "BM, 285th Field Artillery Observation Battalion,
"Personal effects found: One comb and case, one pencil -- wood-
en, one New Testament, 10 Belglan francs, one automatic pencil,
one fountain pen, one leather case with four small drills, one
note book, photographs, soldier's pay book, one broken comb,

one wallet with photographs. 3 Belgian 20-franc notes, 3 Belgian

10-franc notes, 1 Belgian 5-franc note,

"escription and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed:

Not taken on this body.

MMedical Diagmosis: The hands were raised above the head. GSW,
perforating wound, bullet, skull, with entrance left occipital
region, exit face, Fracture compound comminuted ripght maxilla.
Lacerated wound, bullet, hand, left, with traumatic amputation
fourth and fifth fingers at mita carpo - phalangeal Joints, en-
trance posterior. Lacerated wound, severe, nose, right eye,
Lacerated wound, severe, shell fragment, HE, upper third left
thigh anterior surface, 12 cms x 6 cms, with fracture compound

comminuted left femur post mortem,

MTag No, 83

"Identified ai 1 D S. DESCH, 33487538, Private First Class
e————— e, el ) El

Rattery "B", 285th Field Artillery Observation Battalion.

"Personal effects found:




"Ons nail file, one automatic pencil, one soldier's pay book.

"Description and condition of outer clothing before beilng disrobed:

Not taken on this body.

"Medical Diagnosis: BPullet wound, penetrating, severe, of head,
entrance forehead with powder burns at the region of entrance of
the missile, (Opinion: Pistol bullet wound inflicted at close
range.,) Penetrating wound, severe, right eye with powder burns,
severe, lMachine gun wound, severe, lacerating, of the lower
abdomen, entrance from the left side, with evisceration., Wound,
machine gun bullets, left hip, lacerating, severe, with fracture
compound comminuted of the left hips Wound, machine gun bullets,
left knee, lacerating, severe, with fracture compound comminuted
of the left knee, Wound, machine gun bullets, right knee, lacer-

ating, severe, with fracture compound of the right knee.

"Tag No, 12:

"Identified as: ROBZRT (NMI) COHEN, 33177788, Private First Class,
Battery "B", 285th Field Artillery Observation Battalion,
"Personal effects found: One comb, one flashlight, one pocket
knife, one small chain, thirteen assorted coins, two ciparette
lighters, one box needles, one tooth brush, one fountain pen,

one pay book, one book in Hebrew, letters, wallet containing

100 Belgian Francs, 101 German marks,

"Mescription and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed:

Not taken on this body.

Machine pun wounds, perforating, right upper
1 entrance posteriorly and exit anteriorly, GSW's per-
forating, head, entrance ripght forehead, exit posteriorly. Wound,

entrance right temporal region, exit left temporal frontal region.




Powder burns present at the entrance region of both wounds

of the forehead. Wound, shrapnel, EE, right hand, traumatic

amputation of whole hand at the wrist, post mortem. (Opinion:

wound of head inflicted by pistol bullet at close range.)

2Zag Yo, 16t

Rersona) Effects Found: Ring on left hand, two combs, one iden-
tification bracelet, one Bidle, one fountain pen, one pencil,
one key, one wallet containing photographs, driver's permit, 119

German marks, soldier's pay book.

Rescription and Copdition of outer Clothing before beipg Disrobed:
Field jacket, sweater, OD shirt and trousers, leggings and over-
shoes. First Army insignia on jacket. Bullet was found on chest

between shirt and sweater.

Medical Diagnosist Arms raised to level of the head. Wound,
perforating the lsft chest wall in the region of the heart. The
missile (bullet) was found on the shirt and a large amount of
blood was found on the anterior chest wall. (Opinion: The miss-
ile, after hitting the left chest wall, perforated the heart, mak-

ing ite exit, the soldier dying of severe hemorrhage.)

Ideptified as; JOEN D, COLLIER, 33522138, Private First Class,
Battery "B", 285th Field Artillery Observation Battalion.
Eersonal effects found: Ring on left hand, pocket knife, one
chain, coins, one comb, paybook, fountain pen, wallet, one-half

German mark.

Description and Condition of Quter Clothing before being Disrobed:
Overcoat, field jacket, OD shirt, trousers, sweater, legzings,

shoes, overshoes.




Medicel Diagnosis: Bullet wound, perforating left chest wall,

entrance anterior, left side chest, just below the mid-portion

of the clavicle, exit left posterior chest wall in the region

of the inferior angle of the scapula, slightly lateral to the

midline. Wound, perforating, head, entrance on the left side

in the region of the right occipital bones. Wound severe, lac-
erating of the right posterior side of the lower chest, about
10 cm's laterial to the midline. OCause, high explosive shell
fragments, post mortem wound. Medical opinion: The soldier
was first shot from the front in the region of the clavicle,
dropping down to the right eide, with the right lkmee being
flexed, the left leg stretched out, the arms in front of the
body. The position of the head wound indicates that he was
shot with a pistol while in a recumbent position on his right
eide. Bullet wound, perforating, with fracture compound of

third and fourth metacarpals of left hand.

Tag No. 18:

Jdentified ss; SAMUEL P, BURKETT, 33569673, T/5, Battery "BM,
2865th Field Artillery Observation Battalion.

Personal effects found: Soldier's paybook, prayer book, pocket
knife, cigarette lighter, ring on left hand, pocket watch,
letters, cigarette case, one chain, wallet.

escription and Condit £ e; thi fore Being Disrobed:
Overcoat, field jacket, OD shirt and trousers, sweater, leggings,

overshoes, wool knit cap.

Medical Diagnosis: Bullet wound perforating left shoulder, en-
trance anterior, exit posterior. Wound, head, perforating, bullet,
entrance left side of head, juet above the pinna of the ear, ex-
it right side of the face in the region of the lobule of the

right ear. Wound, bullet, penetrating right hip., Wounds, mul-

.- 861
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tiple, p ng and 1 131 of the back in the region
of the left hip bone, middle of the back, about the second

lumbar vertebrae. Also in the region of the first and second

thoracic vertebrae, caused by high explosive shell fragments.

Examination reveals that these shell fragment wounds were post
mortem. Medical opinion: The position in which the body was
found indicates that the soldier fell om his right side after
being hit by the bullet in the hip, the reason is the flection
of the left knee and the outstretched arms. It is further be-
lieved by the medical officer that the head wound was fired at

close range after the soldier was in a recumbent position on
his right side, because of the position of the wound in rela-
tion to the other wounds of the body. Since the area is cover-
ed with hair, it is imposeidle to identify any positive powder

burns.

"Tag No. 193

Jdentified as: ELMER W. WALD, 20326296, Private First Class,
Medical Detachment, 200th Field Artillery Battalion.

Eersonal effects found: Medical brassard, pen knife, fountain
pen, comb, assorted coins, pencil, paybook, wallet containing

one ten dollar bill, one two-dollar bill, and forty Belgian
frence.

Descr, d dition of Outer Clothi: fore Being Disrobed:
Mackinaw, field jacket, sweater, OD trousers and shirt, paratroop-
er's boots.

Medical Diagnosis: Hands above head. Medical braesard securely
attached to the left arm, definitely visible. High exploeive
missile wounds. Head: lacerating wound of the head, involving
occipital, parietal, and the fromtal bones of the right side

with complete loss of the brain tissue. Wound, perforating,
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left axilla, caused by bullet. Wound, lacerating and perfor-

ating of the left hand caused by btullet. Opinion: The head
wound appears to have been caused by a heavy missile; the wounds
of the left axilla by bullets. Severe wound, lacerating, of
the left hip, upper left thigh. This wound is caused by HE
shell fire, and medical opimion is that it occured after the
soldier's death, no evidence of old blood being found."

Tag No. 2):
Jdentified as; HALSEY J, MILLER, 32561864, Corporal, Battery
#BY, 285th Field Artillery Observation Battalion.

erso effects f t Two rolls film, one chain, letters,

prayer book, one fountain pen, soldier's paybook, wallet con-
taining one dollar bill, one and one-half German marks, five
French francs, eight coins, one screw driver.

8 tion and tion of Before Being Disrobed:
OD shirt and leggings, OD trousers, shoes, overcoat, wool kmnit
cap, gloves.

Medical Disgnosis; Bullet wound penetrating left anterior
chest wall slightly lateral to the midline and on the level of
the nipple line. Wound, perforating, of head. Entrance poster-
ior, in the region of the left parietal occipital bonmes. Exit,
right forehead, slightly above and lateral to the eyebrow.
Wound, lacerating, severe, of the right posterior surface of
the knee, with fracture compound comminuted of the right knmee
Joint. No powder burn could be found in the region of the en-
trance of the bullet in the head wound, however, it is the
opinion of the medicel officer that it was a close range shot,
because the soldier was lying on his face at the time he was
shot. The reascn for the soldier falling on his face was the

wound described in the chest wall. The wound of the right knee



http:at.HU.et

18 & post mortem wound, caused by high explosive shell frag-

ments."

"Tag No, 22:

Identified as: JOHN H. SHINGLER, 33570509, Private, 285th Field
Artillery Observation Battalion,

Personal Effects Found: One German belt buckel, wallet, letter,

soldier's paybook.

Description and Condition of Outer Clothing Before Being Disrobed:
Field jacket, sweater, OD shirt and trousers, shoss, overshoes

and gloves.

Medical Diagnosiss Machine gun hullet wounds, multiple, perfor-

ating, of ths chest, entrance right side, exit left side. Bullet
wound penetrating head, entrance posterior, no sign of gun powder
burn, Bullet wound, perforating, right lower back, entrance pos-

terior, exit anterior,

"Tag No, 26

Identified as: MAX SCHMWITZGOLD, 3295422, T/5, Battery "Bt,

2085th Field Artillery Observation Battalion,

Personal Effects Found: One whistle, one pen and pencil set,
wallet containing 1110% German marks, 2 twenty-dollar hills,
one ten dollar bill, one 10-shilling note, one pound note, 100

Belgian francs, 10 French francs, PX ration card,

Description and Condition of Outer Clothing Refore !

1 jacket, OD tro s, shirt, fgloves, scarf, legzing

and overshoes. T™irst Army insignia.

Medical Diagnosis: Bullet wound, head, perforating, entrance
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right eye, exit posterior, in the region of the left occipital .bone.
Bullet wound, penetrating, of the right chest, HE shell fire

wound of the right abdominal wall, severe, and from examination

it appears to have been incurred from a high explosive fragment
after the soldier was dead, HE shell fire wound of the right

knee, lacerating, severe, incufred after the soldier was dead.

Arms in front of body.

"Tag No. 29:

Identified as: CARL H, BLOUCH, 33497061, T/5, Battery "BM, 285th

Field Artillery Observation Battalion,

Personal Effects Found: Pocket knife and chain, one comb, one
fountain pen, wallet containing 150 Belgian francs, soldier's

paybook,

Description and Condition of Outer Clothing Before Being Disrobed:

Field jacket with First Army insignia on left sleeve, OD shirt

and trousers, legrings, shoes, and overshoes.

(Medical Diagnosis: Right arm above head, left arm next to body.

Machine gun bullet wounds, lacerating, severe, left knee, lower
part of thigh with fracture compound comminuted of the lower third
of the fermr. Wounds perforating right knee, severe. Medical

inion is that soldier bled to death,
"Tag No, 323

Personal Eff ¢ One pair scissors, rlasses and case,
one pocket knife, soldier's paybook, two keys, two coins, wallet

containing 50 Belgian francs,




Description and Condition of Outer Clothing Before Being Disrobed:

Field jacket, OD shirt and trousers, scarf, shoes, and overshoes.

Medical Diagmosis: Head wound, HE missile, severe, perforating.
Point of entrance left eye and left forehead, Exit, posterior

wall of cranial vavlt causing severe laceration of the scalp,

complete destruction of the brain tissue and severe fracture of

the complete cranial vault,

"Tag No. 368:

SRR NQs 203
Identifisd as: THOMAS E. McDERMOTT, 0-1018686, First Lieuten-

ant, Reconnaissance Company, 32nd Armored Regiment.

Personal Effects Found: Cigarette lighter, one comb and case,
one fountain pen, one praysr hook, one First ILieutenant's bar,

one Armored collar insiemia.

Description and Condition of Outer Clothing Before Being Disrobed:

Trenchcoat, field jacket, OD trousers, and shirt with First Lieu-
tenant's bar and Armored insipnia on collar, shoes, and overshoes,

RNight leg of trousers covered with blood,

Hedical Diapmosis: The hands were raised above the head, GSW
of the head, penetrating, left forehead, with definite sizns of
powder burn. > wound perforating
noderately severe. (Opinions

th caused scldier

hen soldier w

Identi s BENJAMIN LIN Sergeant, Detachment

AN, 200th Pield Artillery Battalion, V Corps Military Government
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Police Force Battalion,

Personal Effects Found: Two fountain pens, letters, tweezers,

two coins,

Description and Condition of Outer Clothing Before Beinz Disrobed:

Field jacket, sweater, OD shirt and trousers, combat shoes with

leather tops, overshoes. Sergeant's stripes on jacket,

Medical Diagnosis: The hands were raised above the head, MGP

insignia securely attached to the left arm, Head: Tound, lac~-

erating, right ear, ripght cheek, right lip, caused by bullet;
wound, penetrating, right vpper chest, caused by bullet, Wound,

lacerating, left knee, posterior, caused by hipgh explosive missile,

"Tap Noe LSt

ified as: PAUT R. CAMR, 33549291, Private, Rattery oM,

285th Field Artillery Observation Battalion,

Personal Effects Found: Scldier's paybook, one Bulova wrist
watch, one comb, one prayer book, ten coins, wallet containing

PX ration card, 175 German marks,

Description and Condition of Cuter

lot taken on this body.

The hands were raised at
ine gun, bullets, penetrating left

s compound




"Tag No. 502

Identified as: JOHN KLUKAVY, 36860531, Private First Class,

Reconnalssance Company, 32nd Armored Regiment,

Personal Effects Found: Cigarette lighter, one ring on left

hand, wallet containing photographs, address book, Bible, one

comb,

Description and Condition of Outer Clothing Pefore Being Disrobed:

Combat Jacket and trousers, sweater, shirt, legmings, shoes,

liedical Diagnosiss The hands are over the head, Tace: Left eye
partially enucleated, Definite evidence of the lower 1lid and part
of the upper lid showing ragged cuts, due to-a sharp instrument,
Right eye, enucleation started but not finished. The lower 1lid
completely excised, GSW left knee, lacerating, GSW right lower
chest, pere trating. Opinion: Due to Hlood pressure and presence
in the region of the eyes, and the ragged appearance of eye lids,

I feel that this is a deliberate ante mortem enucleation,

"Tag lo, 57:
Tdentified as: CHARIES R. FREON, 33568030, T/5, Battery "BM, 285th

Field Artillery Observation Battalion,

Personal Bffects Found: Black leather wallet containing photo-

graphs, PX ration card, cards, 50 mark note.

Description and Condition of Cuter Clothing Before

t, fatipue trousers, leg

i contused,
racture of the bones on t

apparently caused by blow over that portion of the head
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heavy object. Wound, lacerated, right elbow, caused by a

bullet. In my opinion, the blow over the head was severe en=-

ough to cause death.

"Tag No, 623
Identified as: CARL H, RULLIAN, 33409511, Corporal, Battery WaW,

285th Field Artillery Observation Battalion,

Personal Effects Found: One Rifle marksmanship medal, two German
belt buckles, one pocket knife, one German pin, one German pen,
one fountain pen, one wallet containing 100 French franecs, 9 Ger-

man marks, 8 coins, one paybook, two rings on left hand.

Description and Condition of Cutor Clothing Before Being Disrobed:

Woolen headgear, overcoat, gloves, OD trousers and shirt, sweater,

scarf, leggings, shoes and overshoes.

Medical Diagnosi. The hands are in position covering up the face,
The face itself is covered with blood. Bullet wound (pistol) head,
penetrating right forehead just above thé eye, Bullet wound (pistol)
penetrating left thigh, Bullet wound perforating right knee., Op-
inion: The bullet (pistol) wound of the forehead indicates that
the soldier has been shot at close range. There were no powder
burns present because the soldier's cap was pulled over the area
through which the bullet entered, Therefore, the bullet first en-
tered through the cap, then throuczh the head. The appearance of
the bedy the position of the hands over his face seems to
indicate that the soldier covered his face as a me of protec-

m a close range shot.

"Tag Yo, 63:
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Identified as: LLOYD A, TAMES, 0-101.816L, Second Lieutenant, 32nd

Armored Regiment,

Porsenal Effects Found: One silver dollar, one wedding band on

left hand, fingernail cleaner, 2nd Lieutenant's bhar, cavalry collar

insignia, fountain pen, key, ring on right hand, fingernail file,

comb, wallet, medical register,

Description and Condition of Outer Clothing Before Being Disrobed:

Sweater, 0D trousers, and shirt, combat shoes, wool headgear.

Medical Diapnosis: DBullet wound, perforating and lacerating of
the upper abdominal wall with evisceration. Wound, perforating,
of upper part of forehead, midline, perforating the brain and
scalp, This wound shows definite powder burn at the area of en-
trance on the anterior surface of the forehead, cause bullet, Op=

inion: wound of head inflicted at close range hy pistol bullet,
"Tag No, 67:

Identified as: PETER R. PHILLIPS, 13186081, Private, Battery "B",

285th PMield Artillery Observation Battalion,

Personal Effects Found: One pencil, pencil lead, one ring, two

pocket knives, soldisr's paybook, letters, one pocket watch.

Overcoat, (D shirt and trousers, mackinaw, shoes, leggings, over-

shoes and sweater.

cate that a mechanical emucleation was performed on both sides,

Close examination of eye sockets: The skin is ragped, ecut by a

sharp instrument -- old blood present., Eye sockets completely




emptied, Opinion: Enucleation of eyes ante mortem by a sharp
instrument., Severe laceration, with traumatic amputation of both
legs in the region of the knees, caused by high explosive shell
fragments, The findinpgs indicate that this had occured after the
soldier's death, Wound, lacerating and perforating of the right
hand, caused by bullets with traumatic amputation of the fourth
and fifth fingers, Wound, penetrating and lacerating of the head,
posterior surface, severe, with laceration of the brain, Opinion:
This wound was caused by a succession of bullets hitting the same

area of the head,

"Tag No, 68:

Identified as: PAUL L. PADEN, 35417847, Private First Class,

575th Ambulance Companye

Personal Effects Found: One comb, one pencil, one fountain pen,

11 coins, one key, wallet containing photographs,

Description and Condition of Outer Clothing Before Being Disrobed:

Field jacket, combat trousers, sweater, shoes, First Army insigia

on jacket,

Medical Diacnosis: Pistol bullet wound perforating head. Point
of entrance right forehead, slightly to the richt of the midline
of the forehead j below the hairline. ®Exit, posterior oceci-
pital area, Close examination of the point of entrance shows def-
inite marks of powder burn. This suggests that the soldier was
le
ind found on th
not reveal any signs or findings of any

re no bruises found,
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"Tag No, 693

Identified as: CHARLES B, HALL, 33549251, Private First Class,

Battery "B", 285th Field Artillery Observation Battalion,

Personal Effects Found: lone,

Description and Condition of Outer Clothing Before Being Disrobed:

Tield jacket, sweater, OD shirt, one legging, one overshoe,

Medical Diarmosis: The body is completely mutilated, the only
member of the body present is the arm attached to a severely
mutilated torso, It is opinion of the medical officer that
the body has been destroyed partly by high explosive shells af-
ter the soldier's death, The man had block hair; moderate dis-
tritmtion of hair over the chest, One identification tag was

found about the neck,

No_Tag!

gl SRRy

Identified as: !OMER ARSOY, 3356971l Pr

Datt ngn, 285 1d Artillery Observation Battalion.

lection of photos, photo heolder,

fountain pen, two indelible pen-

Social Securi ard ar lecticn of L t bracelet,

comb, P8 card, 10 French francs

Condi

D trousers, le

liedical Diagnosis: Wound, se 2 £ the right side

causing compound wmted fracture of




the right jaw, Head: Wound lacerating with fracture compound
comminuted of the cranial bones of the »ight side of skull,
pinion of the examiner is that the wound was caused by a series
of bullets fired in the same area, Wound, penetrating with
fracture, compound comninuted of the left posterior hip caused
by high explosive shell fragment, Opinion of the medical ex-

aminer, that this was incurred post mortem,

Miot Tagpedh:

Identified ass © i, TEET 0-1325716, Infantry, Second

Tieutenant, Company "BW, 120th Infantry Regiment.

Personal Eff nd: Second Lieutenant's bar, i ntry collar
insignia, ¢lasses and case, one silver dollar, one small magnify-
ing ;lass, one coin, one note hook, one praysr book, one ad

book, one pencil,

o
GS|

W penetrating head,

right parietal region.

Tag No, 'C'"s

H. COATES, 33519636, Private

Artillery Observation Patta

190 Rel

5, ring on e

Description and




Field jacket, CD shirt, trousers, overshoes, legrings, shoes.

Medical Diapnosis: BPullet wound, perforating, entrance lower
right side of back, in ths veglon of the second lumbar verte-
brae, about 8 centimeters lateral to the midline, exit lower
left chest, in the anterior axillary fold, ahout the level of

the nipple line,

/s/ Joseph A, Kurz
/t/ JOSEPH A, KURZ
Captain, Medical Corps
LlLth Evacuation Hospital

Subscribed and sworn to before

me this 22nd day of January, 19L5.

/s/ Vioodward C, Gardiner
/t/ oa D C. GASDINER
Major, I. Ga D,
Assistant Army Inspector General




AFPTERNOON  SESSION

(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 1330 hours, 28

May 1946,)

FRESIDENT: Take seats, the Court will come to order,

FROSECUTION; If the court please, let the record show that
8ll members of the Court, all members of the prosecution, all members
of the defense with the exception of Mr, Strong, Mr, Walters, Dr.
Leiling, Dr, Pfister, Dr. Hertkorn and Dr. Leer, who are absent on
business of the defense, and all of the defendante and the reporter
are present, Also let the record show that prosecution is pleased to
announced that lst Lt Robert E, Byrne is promoted to Captain.

If the court please, does the defense desire to have
Prosecution's exhibit P-64 translated into German?

DEFENSE COUNSEL: In order to save time the defense will
agree to dispense with the reading of the German translation.

PROSECUTION: If the court please, Captain Byrne will
present the next phase of the prosecution's case.

CAPTAIN BYRNE: May it please the court, the prosecution
offers in evidence as Prosecution's Exhibit 65 the deposition of Max
Drechsner, which has been & part of the Imspector General's report
and the exhibit attached thereto.

LT COL DWINELL: The defense interposes the same objection
that was made in respect to Prosecution's Exhibits P-62, P-63 and P-64.

FRESIDENT: The objection is overruled on the same grounds
as previously stated. The exhibit offered by the prosecution is
admitted in evidence end will be marked Prosecution's Exhibit P-65.

(Whereupon the document referred to was received in
evidence and marked Prosecution's Rxhibit P-85, and the same is attach-
ed hereto and made a part hereof,)

CAPTAIN BYRNE: Prosecution requests permission to read
exhibit P-85.

PRESIDENT: ,Granted.

(Drechener's Statement)
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(Wnereupon Prosecution's Exhibit P=65 was read as
follows:

"IESTIMONY OF: Pvt Max Drechsner (PW) TAKEN BY: Captain Alfred T.Bogen
CAC,Acting Assistant
Arny Inspector Gen,
First US Army.

INTERPRETIR; 2nd Lt Jerry I Schulte, DATE; 29 January 1945.
PWL Detachment, G-2
First US Army

JAKEN AT: Master Interrogation Center.

16: I am here to get further information concerning
atrocities committed against Allied personnel.
Do you understand the sanctity of an ocath?
Yes.

Dé you object to taking an oath?
0.

The witness is sworn,

3 Q State your name, rank, organization, and serial number?
A Max Drechsner, Private, 11th Company, 999th Brigade,
3d Battalion, FPN 27445D,

4, Have you ever seen any atrocitles committed against
allied prisoners of war?
A I have not seen any being committed againet them,

8. Q Have you heard of any, or seen the result of any?
A Yes, I heard of them and saw the result in Hansfeld,

6. Do you know the spproximate date when this happened?
On the 17th or 18th December 1944 they were committed.
I saw the 14 days after that.

7. Do you know who shot these prisoners?
According to the testimony of civilians it was the SS.

8. Do you know what organization?
I do not kmow,

9. Q Do you lmow the names of any of the officers who
ordered these executions?
A No, sir.

IEXHIBIT A -1 DRZGBSNER

10, Q Do
of these prisoners?

A I heard from a comrade that there were bodies lying
in the cemetery. I went over to check up on it and saw from their
position they could not have died a natural death. So I walked over
to a farmer and inguired about it, the farmer told us that hé saw the
SS shoot these PW'e with the explanation that they could not use any
PW's, They stated that they had nothing to eat themselves in Germany.
The farmer lives about 10 minutes from the cemetery, on the road to
Bullingen,

you know the circumetances surrounding the shooting

(Drechsner's statement)




1. Q Do you know the farmer's name?
A No, sir.

12, Q Can you give a brief description of the house; which
side of the road is it on?

On the 19th of January there were still two American
guns near the house--artillery pleces--they were damaged. (At this
point a rough sketch of the area was made, which showed the farmer's
house to be on the road to Bullingen)

13. Q Were you ever ordered not to take prisoners--to
shoot prisoners of war?
Yo, sir.

14. Q Do you know any other civilians in this town who saw
this atrocity beside the farmer?
i I wae trying to find out but people were toc scared
to talk.

15. @ Do you know any particular houses where bodies were
found in the closets or drawers?
A No bodies were found in closets or drawers in Hansfeld,
but in another town by the name of Rocherath, I was told by farmers
on the way through the town that such things occurred there, and I can
identify one of the farmers who told me that,

16. Q Do you know what unit perpetrated these atrocities?
A The SS.

17.- Q Did this farmer actually see these people shot and
put in the closets?
A He was not explicit about it, he just told me the

story.

18, Were they American prisoners o;' civilians?
I do not know.

19. Q Do you know of enything else that might be of value
to me?
A

No.
The witness was excused.
EXHIBIT B
I certify that Max Drechsner (FW) Private, FPN 27445D, 11th Company,
5d Battalion, 999th Brigade, testified before me, under oath, through
2nd Lt Jerry I. Schultz, PWI Detachment, G-2, First U.S. Army, as
given in Questions 1 to 19, Pages 1 to 2, on the 29th day of January
1945, at Master Interrogetion Center.
/s/ Afreé T.
ALFRED T, BOGEN,
Ceptain, C.A.C,
Acting Assistant Zrmy Inspector General,
Headquarters First US Army,"
LT COL DWINELL: May it please the court, the defense feels

that we shovld strenuously objett to this teetimony and. meve to strike

. 877
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it from the record because it is based entirely on hearsay and through-

out the testimony there are repeated questions about identify answered

in the negative, so there is no connection what with the

We specially refer to some of the gquestions:
"§ Do you know what organization?
"A I do not kmow,'"

"Q Do you know the names of any of the officers who ordered
these executions?

"A o, sir."

LAW MEMBER: As in the case of previous dbeuments of this
nature, the court will admit the document into evidence but will place
such value as it deems fit on the contents, vhether they be valuable
or not., The objection ie therefore overruled.

(Whereupon Prosecution's Exhibit F-65 was read in
the German language by the interpreter.)

CAPTAIN BYRNE; May it please the court, the prosecution
offers in evidence as Prosecution's Exhibit P-66 the dsposition of
Wolfgang Weinfurtner and requeste that it be marked Prosecution's
Exhibit P-66 and attached to the record and made a part thereof.

LT COL DWINELL: The defense interposes the same objection
that was made with reepect to Prosecution's Exhibit P-62, 63, 64 and
65,

PRESIDENT: The objecticn ig overruled on the grounde
previously steted. The exhibit offered by the prosecution is admitted
in evidence and will be marked Exhibit P=66.

(Whereupon the document referred to above wes receiv—
ed in evidence and merked Prosecution's Exhibit P-66, and the same
is attached hereto and mede a part of this record.)

CAPTAIN BYRNE: Prosecution requeste permission to read

Bxhibit P-68.

FRESIDENT; Granted.

(Drechener's statement)
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Did you ever receive an order not to take prisoners?!
No, this battalion was a lebor detall battalion,

11, Have you personally seen any atrocities committed?
No.

12, Q Give me a description of where you saw the bodies in
Hansfield! (The map drawn by PW Drechsner was produced and the witness
vas asked to verify the location of the bodies.)

A Where you have the X8s on the map ig where they were.

13. Q Do you know anything of bodies being thrown into
closets and drawers, and whether or not they were €ivilians or prisoners
of war?

A I know nothing about it.

14, Q Did you talk to any of the civilians concerning the
Americans that you saw?
A

No, I was on a detail that's all,

16. Q Do you have any other information that might be of
value to me along these lines?
A

I have no information,
The witness was excused.

I certify that Wolfgang Weinfurtner (PW) Private, 11th Company,
3d Battalion, 999th Brigade, FPN 27445D, testified before me, under
eath, through 2nd Lt Jerry I Schultz, PWI Detachment, G-2, First US
Army, as given in Questions 1 - 15, Pages 1 - 2, on the 29th day of
January 1945, at Master Interrogation Center.

/8] Alfred T. Bogen

ALFRED T, BOGEN

Captain, C.A.C.
Acting Assistant Army Inepector General,

Readquarters First US Army.
EXHIBIT B WEINFURTNER"
(Whereupon Prosecution's Exhibit P-66 was trenslated
into the German language by the interpreter.)

LT COL DWINELL: The defense makes the same motion to strike
the evidence from the record as it previously made with respect to
Prosecution's Exhibit P-66.

PRESIDENT: The motion ig denied for the reason previously
stated.

CAPTAIN BYRNE: Prosecution cells as its next witness Mr,

Morris Elowitz.

(Weinfurtner's statement)
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(Whereupon Prosecution's Exhibit P-66 was read as
followsi

NIESTIMONY QF: Pvt Wolfgeng Weinfurtner (PW)

11th Company, 34 Battalion,

999th Brigade.

FPN 27445D

TAKEN BY: Ceptain Alfred T. Bogen,
» Acting Asst. Army

Ingpector General
First US Army.

MINTERPRETER; 2nd Lt Jerry I, Schultz, DATE: 29 January 1945,
PWI Detachment, G-2,
Firet US Army

TAKEN AT: Master Interrogetion Center

IG: I am here to get further information concerning
atrocities committed against Allied prisoners of war,

Do you understand the sanctity of en oath?
Yes.

Do you object to teking an oath?
0.

The witness is sworn,

State your name, rank, serial number and organization?
Wolfgeng Weinfurtner, Private, FPN 27445D, 11lth Company,
3d Battalion, 999th Brigade,

< Have you ever seen any atrocities committed ageinst
Allied ptisoneru of war?
I have not seen any myself.

5. Q Did you help bury American prisoners who were murdered
in Hensfeld?
A No, eir, I was not in the deal.
. Did you see any American prisoners of war who had been
murdered?
A I sew six bodies in the open and elso indications that
more were under the snow.

7 Q Were there indications that these men had been murdered?
A The bodies laid with the hande over the heads and gave
the impression that they were murdered, all six men that were in the
burying detail were convinced that thov were murdefed.

8. Q Do you know the organization that did this?
A It was S5, but I do not kmow the number of the unit.

9, Q Do you know the names of any of the people who might
have been involved in the murdering of these soldiers?
Ho, I do not know the names, nor do I know any clvilians
who could give any information.

(Weinfurtner's statement) > Bﬁ
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MORRIS ELOWITZ, called as a witness for the Prosecution,
having been previously sworn, was recalled and testified as
followss

(Whereupon the questions, answers and proceedings were

translated by the interpreter into the German language.)
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (CAPT. BYRNE)

] You are reminbd that you are still under oath., Are you
the same Morris Elowitz who has previcusly testified in this trial?

A Iam,

Q Mr, Elowits, during the course of your interrogations
at I.P, No.,2 at Sclwaebisch Hall, Germany, did you have occasion
to interrogate one Anton Motzheim?

A I did.

Q I hand the reporter a document to be marked Prosecution
Exhibit P=67 for identification.

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution
Exhibit P-67 for identification by the reporter,)

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTIONM (CAPT. BYRNE)

Q  Mr, Elowits, I show you a document that has been marked
Prosecution ixhibit P-67 for identification and ask you if you can
identify it2

A Yes. It is a written statement of Anton Motzheim.

Do you recognize the handwriting and the signature?
I do.

In whose handwriting and whose signature is it?
Anton Motzheim's,

Was this statement given voluntarily?

It was,

(Elowitz-redirect)
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t;/g I0H 2

Q W1l you describe the method in which the statement was
‘taken?

L. First an oral interrogation was held with Motzheim and
after that was completed the substance of his oral statement
was inoorpm“lud in the written statement which I dictated to him,

Q  During the course of that interrogation was any harsh
or oruel treatment used to cbtain the statement?

A No,

Q Were there any threats or promises made at that time?

A No,

CAPT, BYRNE: Prosecution offers in evidence Prosecution
Exhiblt P=67 for identification and requests that it be admitted
in evidence and made a part of the record.

LT, COL. DWINELLs Defense objects to the statement on
the grounds previously stated.

PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled, The exhibit
offered by the Prosecution is admitted into evidence and will be
marked Prosecution Exhibit P=67.

(Whereupen the document referwed to, having been previously
marked and identified was received in evidence as Prosecution
Exhibit P=67 and is attached hereto and made a part of the record.)
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (CAPT. BYRNE)

Q Mr, Elowitz, would you recognize the man that you
interrogated as Anton Motzheim, if you saw him again?

A Yes.

Q Would you look at the prisoners in the dock to your left
and see if he is among those present?

A Yes, he is.

Q What number is he wearing?

(Elowitz~redirect)
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He is holding his hands in front of the mumber, Number 38,

PRESIDENTs Will mnumber 38 stand up?

(Whereupon the accused did as direct;d.)

CAPT, BRYNEs Prosecution offers in evidence a true
and correct English translation of Prosscution Exhibit P-f7.

I ask the reporter to mark it, Prosecution Exhibit P-67-A,
(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution
Exhibit P=67-A for identification by the reporter.)

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Defense has no objection to the
translation.

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit offered
by the Prosecution is admitted inte evidence and will be marked
Exhibit P=67-Ae

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been
previously marked and identified was received in evidence as

Prosecution Exhibit P-67-A and is attached hereto and made

a part of the records)

CAPT, BYRNE: May it please the Court, Prosecution
requests permission to read Prosecution Exhibit P=67=Ae
PRESIDENT: Cranted.
(Whereupon Capt. Byrne proceeded to read Prosecution Exhibit
P-67-A as follows:)
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"I, ANTON MOTRHEIM, SS Unterscharfuehrer, having been duly swarn
make the following statements

In December 194k, I was in the 12th Company, 3rd Battalion, 2nd
Ps, Or. Regiment, L.SS.A.Hs and attached to the K.W.K. platoon of
platoon leader Oberscharfushrer FFALZER, as 2nd GruppenBuehrer, On
the 13th or 1lith of December, during our stay in Dorweiler, Hauptscharfe=
uehrer Thiele, Commanding Officer of the 12th Compsny called the
company together at 5 o'clock in the evening in order to make a speech
concerning the coming offensive, Hauptacharfuehrer Thiele spoke to
us substantially as followss

"The offensive which is imminent will decide the fate of the whole
German nation. Think of it, that American gangsters have made
our cities into a heap of rubble, millions of women and children
were killed, If you think of all that, then you imow what you as
SSmen have to do in case you capture American soldiers,"

The same night we moved into the staging area in the forest, which
was the assembly area for the offensive,

In the early morning hours on December 16, 194, as all our
vehicles were lined up on the road ready for the attack, at a place,
the name of which I do not know now, Hauptscharfuehrer THIELE came
to me as I was standing in front of my K.W.K., and slapped me on my
shoulders and said:

YMOTZHEIM, we have reached this stage., Be with your whole
heart .at this undertaking. Prisoners won't be taken in this
attack. All will be bumped off. Do you understand?'

On the morning of December 17, 194k, between 8 and 9 o'clock, I
drove through a village which I believe to be HONSFELD. The reason I
believe it was HONSFELD is because it was the village before we reached
BUELLINGEN and there were no intervening towns between those two places,
Also I know we had two air-raids that day, one in a town and one in the
open country and the one which occurred in the town was in this place
and my comrades referred later to this air-raid as having happened in
HONSFELD., I reached two 'knocked out' American Anti-Tank Guns on the
righthand and lefthand side of the road, as indicated on my sketch
attached hereto. When my vehicle halted abreast of the AmericanAT
gun, which was on the righthand side of the road I jumped off the
vehicle with my M,Pi, in my hand. Between me and the A.T. Gun was a
gutter over which a foot-bridge led. As soon as I was on the ground,

I noticed an American soldier jumping up from the position marked as
number 5 on my sketch, The American soldier was facing me, hands
extended to the side, but not over his head and I assumed that he
wanted to surrender. I was about 5 to 8 meters from the American and
as far as I could see he did not have any weapons. I knew he was an
American soldier because he wore the American uniform. When I saw
the American in the position just described, I fired a burst of about
3 to L4 shots with my M,Pi, and he slumped in a lifeless manner to the
ground. I did not go over to investigate whether he was dead because
I had to jump for cover from the exploding bombs. I shot this American
because Hauptscharfuehrer THIELE had given me the order that morning
not to take any prisoners of war.

A few days after we had broken out of the pocket in LA GLEIZE
while resting in PETIT THIERS, Iplayed cards with several other NGO's
of my company, friends of mine, and I am certain that the following were

(Motzheim statement) 884
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|
present: Unterscharfuehrer PLUSCHKE (now Oborneharmehrer), Untersch- !
arfuehrer KINDLER, and Unterscharfuehrer RICHTER. Everybody was talking! ?
about incidents of the EIFEL campaign and I described how I shot an ;
American soldier, and this incident I talked about is the same inci-
dent which I have herewith described in this statement.

On the 17th December 194}, it was late in the a fternoon around
twilight, we passed the cross-roads 2 to 3 kilometers before ENGELS-
DORF, where I saw lying in the field on the righthand side of the road,
50 to 100 dead American soldiers. No other vehicles were present and
we continued and did not stope

On the morning of December 19, 19Lk, a few hundred meters before
smmw‘r, after my vehicle had been knocked out, I was stopped by
Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPER™ who was standing with Hauptsturmfuehrer
DIEFENTHAL near an SPN, Hauptscharfuehrer THIELE was also with his
SPW in the immediate vicinity. Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPER questioned
me about the outcome of the attack. During this time a group of 50 to
80 American prisoners of war passed by and the German guard asked
Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPER what shouli be done with the prisomers.
Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPER answered, 'First of all, take them to
LA GLEIZE, then we'll see further,'

When I told Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPER that I had been knocked
out, he gave me the order to fight with my crew as Infantry, However,
a little later on the same morning I received the order to drive to
LA GLEIZE with three K., W.K.'s which needed repair, I arrived in LA
GLEIZE between 10 and 11 o'clock of the same morning, when I met
PEIPER, who was standing with Sturmbannfuehrer KNUETTEL, Kommandeur
of the A.A. (Translator's note: CO of Reconnaissance Bgttalion) and
Sturmbannfuehrer POETSCHKE, Kommandur of the lst Panzer Abteilung
(Translator's note: The First Tank Battalion), PEIPER called me
over and asked what I was doing in LA GLEIZE, since I had received
the order from him to fight as infantry., Just as I was standing
there, Sturmbannfuehrer POETSCHKE said to Obersturmbannfuehrer

PER:

'Obersturmbannfuehrer, here are two more prisoners of
war,!

PEIPER answered in an indifferent and disdainful manner:
'As usualt

From Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIFER's answer, I concluded that both
priscners of war would be bumped off, The reason I thought so at that
time was because my company commander had told me that we would not
take any prisoners of war, I myself had shot an American, and I had
seen a great number of dead American soldiers lying in the field
before ENGELSDORF. As I was standing at this spot, I overheard Ober-
sturmbannfuehrer PEIPER and Sturmbannfuehrer KNUETTEL discussing an
assignment of a mission which KNUETTEL had received from PEIPER, but
I did not understand the exact details .of the missione

Then I left this place on order of Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPER
to return to STOUMONT with my three K.W.K's and it was still in the
morning when I again reached Hauptscharfuehrer THIELE at the same
place where he had previously stood, several hundred meters before
STOUMONT. I reported back to Hauptscharfuehrer THIEIE and also told
him the latest news which I had learned concerning the mission of
Sturmbannfuehrer KNUETTEL., Hauptscharfuehrer THIELE then answered:

'Sturmbarnfuehrer KNUETTEL has received from Opersturm-
bannfuehrer PEIPER the order to drive back to STAVELOT

£f that get: front, of the guns
Ea%% .‘c’mﬁiﬂﬁnméﬁ."-m i

(Motzheim Statement)
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From my past experience in this offensive, I thought at this time
that Sturmbannfuehrer KNUETTEL had the order at this operation

to show no consideration to anybody, civilians as well as prisoners
of war,

Then I asked Hsuptscharfuehrer THIELE whether he knew what
was done with the large group of American prisomers of war that
were taken in STOUMONT as I saw many groups of American prisoners
of war this same morning, THIELE answered, 'They are being collected
somewhere in a hellow in the rear, and there all will be bumped off.'
He did not say who gave the order for the massacre and he did not
mention any other facts about ite

From this time until we had broken out of the pocket in LA
QGLEIZE I did not see and I did not hear of any other shootings of
American prisoners of war and I do not r that Haupt iehrer
THIELE spoke any more about ite

I make this statement consisting of six pages and one sketch
voluntarily without coercion, threats or promises of reward.

(signed) ANTON MOTZHEIM
28 February 1946

Sworn to and subscribed before me
this 28th day of February 1946 at
Schwabisch Hall, Ger
(signed) RAPHAEL SHUMACKER
Capte CMP"
(Whereupon Prosecution Exhibit P-67 was read in the German language.)

CAPT. BYRNE: May it please the Court, Prosecution offers
in evidence as Prosecution Exhibit P=67-B, phto affidavit made by
Anton Motzheim identifying Joachim Peiper. We ask that it be
attached to the record and marked Prosecution Exhibit P-67-B

DEFENSE COUNSELs Defense has no objection to the admission
of the picture affidavit and there is no necessity for reading
the same. It is further agreed that the picture is that of the
accused Joachim Peiper,

FRESIDENT: There being no objection, the Exhibit offered
by the Prosecution is admitted into evidence and will be marked
Exhibit P-67=Be

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked and received
in evidence as Prosecution Exhibit P=67-B and is attached hereto
and made a part of the record.)

CAPT., BYRNE: You may cross examine,

(Elowitz=direct) 886



http:exam..ne
http:read.1.ng
http:TOluntari.17

RECROSS EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE: (CAPT. NARVID)
Q  Mr, Elowits, who was present at the first interrogation?

A I was with the interpreter.

Q Was anyone else there?

A Not at that time,

Q At the second interrogation was anyone else present
besides you and the interpreter?

A I don't remember, I think Mr. Thone was there.
Was there any officer present at that time too?
I don't remember.
Were you always present at all interrogations = -
No,
- of Motzheim?
No.

Was Motzheim ever beaten in your presence?

Q
A
Q
A
Q
a
Q
A

He was not,
CAPT, NARVID: That is all.
DEFENSE COUNSEL: No thing further from the defense.
CAPT, BYRNE: No redirect examination.
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently note
The witness is excused.

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew to the
Prosecution table in the courtroom,)

CAPT. BYRNE: Prosecution calls as its next witness

Wilhelm Pluschke.

WILHEIM PLUSCHKE, called as a witness for the Prosecution,

being first duly sworn, testified through an interpreter as follows:

(Pruschke-direct)
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DIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION:(CAPT. BYRNE)
Q W1 you state your full name?

Wilhelm Fluschle.

What was your organisation during the Eifel offensive?

12th Company, 2nd Panser Grenadier Regiment, L.SS.A.H.

Do you recall that Anton Motsheim was a member of your
Company?

A Yes,

Q  Was he in your Company during the months of December 19LL
and January 1945%

A Tese

Q Do you think you would be able to recognize Motzheim if
you saw him in court?

A Yes.

Q Would you look at the prisoners in the dock on your left
and see whether or not you can identify the man you have described
as being in your Company?

A Yes.

Q What number is he wearing?

A Number 38/

PRESIDENT: Number 38, stand up.

(Whereupon the accused did as directed.)
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTICN: (CAPT. BYRNE)

Q At the end of the Eifel offensive, did you ever have any
conversation with Motzheim regarding the events that happened therein?

A Yes.

Q Where was this?

A That was in the first house that we came into after

getting out of the place where we were surrounded in La Gleize.

(Pluschke-direct)
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Q Do you remember what that place was called?

A Petit Thiers,

Q About when was it that you had that conversation with
Motsheim?

4 T can't state the date for sure tut I think it was either
the 28th or 29th of December 19,

Q Was there anyone else present at the time of this
conversation?

A Yes,

Q Do you remember their names?

4 To the best of my recollection, Sgt. Richter, Sgt. Hehmel,

one Private Brunner and there were also more men whose names I

* don't remember,

Q What were you doing at the time you had this conversation?

A  We were playing cards.

Q Do you remember what, if anything, Motzheim said with
reference to his participation in the Eifel offensive?

A To the best of my recollection he stated that he had shot
somebody too in the Eifel offensive,

(Pluschke~direct)




Tk {95=-6/28=1 Q Did he say where this happened?
Sally fols Irv
A If I remember properly, he said Stoumont.
Q Did he mention snoting any =-- Striks that question.
Did he say whetner or mot it wae an American that was shott

A Yeos, American Pi'g,

Q Did any of the other people who were present mention

anything that they had dons at that time?
A I think I remember that Sergeant Hennel said that he
snot somsbody.
Q Did Motzheim ever mention anything about the Village
of Honsfeld?
A I don't know anything about that.
Q Do you remember what he said about the killings in
Stoumont?
A As far as I know, he only said he had shot soms in
Stoumont .
Did he mention how many?
No, he didn't say how many.
4re you certain that he mentiomed that he had shot?
Yes.
CAFTAIN BYRNE: You may examine.
CRUSS EXAVINATION
USSTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (CAPTAIN NARVID):
Q Did Notzheim say he shot Americans or did he specifically
say he shot American prisomers of war?
A That he shot American risoners of war.
Q You are sure he used the words "prisoners of war"?
Yes.
CAFTATN NARVID: That is all.
DEFENSE CUUNSEL: No further cross.
CAFTAIN BYRNS: No redirect.
(Fluscnke~-Cross ) 890
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FRSSIIENT: Are there any guestions by the Court?
Apparently noms . The witness is exoused.

CAPTATN BYRNE: Will you mark tnis Exnibit Number
P-88, please?

(Wnereupon tne document was marked Prosecution's Bxnibit
Kumber P-68 by tne reporter.)

CAPTAIN BYRNE: Prosecution offers in evidence the
deposition of Charlss Q. Huttoe, marked Prosecution's Exhibit
Number P-6§, request that it be attached to tne record and
marked Prosecution's Exnibit P-69.

LT. COL. DWINELL: Defense interposes the same ob-

Jection as made with respect to Frosecution's Exnibite 62, 63,
64, 65 and 65,

PRESIIENT: The objection is overruled on the grounds
previously stated. The exhibit offered by the Prosecution will be
admitted into evidence and marked Prosscution's Bxhibit P-t8.

(Wnereupon tne document referred to, having been previously
marked and identifisd, was received in evidence as Frosecution's
BExnibit Number P-t8, is attacned hereto and made a part of the
record.)

CAPTAIN BYRNE: Prosecution requests permission to
read Exnibit P=t8.

FRESIDENT: Granted.

(Wnereupon Captain Pyrme proceeded to read Prosecution Exuibit
F-68 as follows:)

"For the WAR CRIMES OFFICE
Judge Advocate General's Department -- War Department

United States of America

(Huttoe Deposition)
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In

the matter of the killing

of American prisonmers of war Perpetuation of Testimony of
about 12 miles northeast of Charles O, Huttos, 54535649,
8t. Vith, Beligium, 17 December Prt.

1944,

Taken at: Doronsster Hotel, Miami Beach Service Base, Miami

Bemon, Flae

Date: S August 1945

In

the Presence of: Jack Solomon, Spesoial Agent, Security Intelligence
Corps, Fourth Service Command

Reporter: Mary L. Moors, Clork-Typist, Civilian Pool, Miami

Beach Service Base, Miami Beacn, Florida

Questions bys Jack Solomon, Special Azent, Security Intelligence

Q.
A,
Q.
A

Q.

Ao

Qe
A.
Qe
A
Q.
Ao

Q.

A,
Q.

'

Corps, Fourth Sgrvice Command.
State your name, renk, serial number, snd present home address.
Charles O. Hutte., Pvt., 34535649, 403 N.W. 27th Stroet, Miami, Fla.
State tne date of your birth.
13 Jume 1922.

State your educational and employment background prior to entering
the service.

Graduated from high school, attended the University of Georgia 2
years, and worked 3 months befors I entored the service.

Have you recently been returned to the United States from overseas?
Yos.

Wers you a German prisoner of war?

Yes.

At wnat places were you held and state approximate dates.

Hamme lberg, Germany from January tnrough February 19465; February
to April 1945 at Vursburg, Germany; on April lst we left Wursburg
and began marcning, and marched until about April 15th when I

escaped.

Are you familiar witn any instancs of killing of American prisoners
of war?

Yes.

Will you state approximately when this happened and tell what you
know about it?

I was taken prisonsr about 17 Decermber 1944, approximatsly 12 miles

(Huttoe deposition)
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northeast of 8t. Vith, Belgiums There were four officers and
eignteen of us enlisted men in a house whion was surrounded by
troups of ths First 88 Division - either the Hitler or Hermamn
Goering Division. Ve had decided to surrender, and the offiocer
in charge gave tho order to cease firing. He then took a white
flag and stuck it outof the window, and after he had dons this
for a few minutes some of the Americans in the house began to
walk out still holding the white flag. Thers were twelve of them
in the first groups They had all walked out of the houss, still
holding the white flag. I don't kmow what the flag was made of,
but it was of wite material and certainly big enough for the
Germans to ses.

What happened then?

They had left the house and were already clear when the Germans
snot them all down in cold blood.

Do you know the names of any of these men who were so shot?

Yes, there was 8/8gt. Billy F. Wilson from Cooper, Texas, a member
of the 612¢h Tank Destroysr Battel ion, also Pfo. Jamss Crowell from
Tennessee, also a member of the 612th.

You saw this yourself?
Yes.
That happened after that?

A German soldier then came to the house and we let him in, and he
called out to the Germans outside, and I suppose he told them to
stop firing - none of us could speak German so we couldn't under=-
stand wat he was saying. He than marocned the rest of us out end
took chargs of us.

Was this soldier who entsred the house also ome of the First 88
Division?

Yes.

Do you kmow the names of any of the other Americans killad, besides
the two you mentioned?

No, but the rest wero also membars of the 612th Tank Destroyer
Battalion.

After you had put out the white flag in the house the first tims,
and after you had s topped firing, did the Germans stopfiring too?

Yos, they were using 88s on us and they were trying to blow the
house in, but after we put out the white flag they stopped this
fire and for about 5 minubss there was no firing on either side,
eand it was only after that, that the twelve men walked out of the
house «

Do you know the names of any of the Gormans who took charge of you,
or in the outfit that captured you.

(Huttoe deposition)
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No.

Can you desoribe any of them?

No.

Yere any other Americans killed at this time?

After the rest of us in the house had surrendered and been taken

in oustody by the Germans, they began marching us to the rear.
There were about 200 of us at the time, as we would march to the
réar we would be joined by other groups who had also been taken
prisoner and we formed a colum. There were about 156 guards at

the time. While marcning to the rear there were tanks and other
armored equipment moving to the front. About one-half am hour after
we had surrendered and begun marcning to the rear, at whion time
there were in the column, as I mentioned befors, 200 mem, I

noticed one of the Germsns in a tankoperate the bolt om his macnine
gun and load it for firing. He shot a couple of bullets in the air,
and then I saw him aim the machine gun at our colum. I, myself,
know of two men who were killed at that time. I know they were
from the 612th Tank Destroyer Battalion, but do not know tmeir
namss, and can't desoribe them. There was no reason for him to
shoot, these men weren't trying to escape - they did nothing at all
to provoke this burst of fire.

What happensd then?

Nothing, they just made us continue maroning to tne rear, and would
not let us see if these men could be saved, or if we could give them
eny medical attention.

Do you know the names of any of these Germem guards?
No.
Can you describe any of them?

No, I would like to say that at the time I was wounded in my face,
mouth, and foot, and I really was not in a condition to recognize
any of the Gormsn guards. This unwarranted snooting occurred all
the way along the road as we marched to the rear. As the tanks
passed by the German soldiers would shoot at us and we had to jump
into ditches or behind any cover we could find.

All ths happened 17 December 19447

Yos, that is the date we were captured, and it happened that same
afternoon.

Do you know of anybody who might know more definitely whicn German
Arvored Unit this way, or who may recognize some of the guards?

Lt. Alfred Basek, Flatoon Leader of the t12th Tank Destroysr
Battalion, from Pennsylvania, was marcning with us at the time.
He could spsak a little German, and micnt be able to give more
definite information.

{sipned) CHARIES O, HUTTOZ
Cnarles O. Huttos, Pvt.

(Huttoe Deposition)
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State of Florida)
County of Dade ) 8

I, Cnarles 0. Huttos, of lawful age, being duly sworn on oath,
state that I have read the foregoing transoription of my interroga-
tion and all answers contained therein are true to the best of my
knowledge md belief.

(signed CHARIES O. HUTTOR
Charles O. Huttoe, Pvt.

Subsoribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of August 1945.
(signed) DAVID E. BECK
2nd Lt. M,I.C,
Asst. Adj.
AAFRCH
CERTIFICATE
I, Jack Solomon, Special Arent, Security Intelligence Corps,
Fourth Service Comand, certify that Charles O. Huttoe, Private,
34535649, personally appeared before ms on August 3, 1545, and
testified concerning war orimes; and that ths foregoing is sn mo-
ourate trenseription of the answers given by him to the several
questions set forth.
(signed) JACK SOLOMON
Jack Solomon
Special Agent, Security Intelligence
Corps, FourthService Command"

LT, COL., DWINELL: The Defense moves to strike the evidence
on the grounds that nowhere in the testimony offered or testimony
admitted is there any comnection with the accused in this case.
Furthermore, I have read this testimony very carsfully and there is
no mention anyplace of thes place where this incident is supposed to
have taken place.

CAPTAIN BYRNE: It is submitted that testimony subsequently
to be introduced containine the names of the same individuvals mentioned
in the affidavit just offersd will tis in the place presently referred to.

LT. CUOL DWINELL: May the Defense reserve its rignt to
make this motion again if tne commsction is not made?

FRESIDENT: Yes.

LAY MEMBER: Does ths Court understand the Defonse with-

draws T%s entire objestion subject be ite being made later if the

(Huttoe Deposition) 895




Tk if93-8R-5/28=7 oonneotion is not made?
LT« CUL. DWINELL: Yeos, sir.
(Whereupon the deposition of Charles O. Huttoe was read in
the German language by the interpreter.)
CAPTAIN BYRNE: Will you mark tnis Exnibit Number P-89,
please?
(Wnereupon the documsnt was marked frosecution's Exhibit
Number ¥=89 by the reporters)
CAPTAIN BYRNE: Prossoution offers in evidense as
Prosecution's Exnibit Number P=-69, the deposition of John Me
Dluski, Sergeant, requests that it be attached to the record and
marked Frosecution Bxhibit P=69.
LT. COL. DWINELL: Defense interposes the same objection
that was made with respect to Exhibits P-62 to P-66 inclusive.
PRESIDENT: Objeoction overruled for the reasons previously
stated. The exhibit offered by ths Frosecution is admitted in evi-
dence and will be marked Exhibit P-69.

(wnonupon the document previousiy marked, was received in

evidence as ‘rosscution's Exhibit Number P=8Y, is attacned hereto
and made a part of the record.)

CAPTAIN BYRNE: Prosecution requests permission to read
Frosscution Exnibit P-69.

FRESIDENT: Granted.

("neroupon Captain Dyrne procseded to raad Prosecution Exhibit
P-8¢ as follows:)
"For the WAR CRIVES OFFICE
Judge Advocate General's Department -- War Department
Unitsd States of America

*rnx
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Tk #83-8R-5/28-8 ,

In the matter of the killing of
T/6 Stegle, Company B, 812¢h Tank
Destroyer Battalion, Second
Division, about ten (10) miles
east of Honsfeld, Belgium, on

17 December 1v44. |

Perpetuation of Testimony of
Jonn M. Dluski, Sgt,
ASN 33418399,

IR R RS

R K R K R R KR KRN

Taken at: Indiantown Gap Military Reservation, Pennsylvania.

Datet 18 September 1946

In the Presénce of: Norman A. Burgoon, Jr., Agent, Security

Intelligence Corps, Third Service Command.

Reporter: Evelyn Bachman, Stenorrapher, Harrisburg Field

Office, Security Intelligence Corps, Third
Service Command.

Questions by: Norman A. Burgoon, Jr.

Q.
Ae

State your name, rank, serial number and permanent home address.

My name is Jonn M, Dluski, I am a Sergeant and hold Army Serial
Number 33418399. My permanent home address is 607 Griffin Avenue,
Canonsburg, Pennsylvania.

Havye you recantly been returned to t he United States from overseas?

Yes. I arrived in the United States on 18 May 1845 at the Port of
New York City aboard the 88 Sea Robin.

Were you a prisoner of war?

Yes.
At what places were you held and state the approximate dates?

Serving with the 612th Tank Destroyer Battalion, which was attached
to the Second Division, I was captured in Honsfeld, Belgium at ap-
proximately 1000 hours on 17 December 1944, Immediately after
capture I was marched to the rear, and that nignt was confined in
a cellar in a small town not far inside Germany. I stayed here
for two days and then was marched to a Stalag, the number of
which I do not Imow, near Bonn, Germsny. After remaining here
until 26 December 1944, I was shipped by box car to Stalag IV-B

at Muhlberg, Germany, arriving on 1 Janvary 1946. On 12 January
1945 1 was again moved by box car to Stalag VIII-A, at Gorlitz,
Germany, arriving on 14 January 1945. On 14 February 1945 I
started marening and marcned almost continuously until I was
liberated on 12 April 1945 at Dietfurt, Germany by units of the
83rd Division.

Desoribe what you recall of the killing of T/5 Stegls on 1%
December 19447

I vas captured at about 1000 hours on 17 Deécember 1944 in the

town of Honsfeld, Belgium. T/5 'Johnnis' Stegle, of Company B,
612th Teank Destroysr Battalion, Second Divisien, was with me when

(Dluski Deposition)
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| Tk #93-8R-6/28-9 I was captured. We were soon joined by approximately two
hundred and fifty (260) other prisoners of war and began a
maroh to the east into Germany. At about 1100 hours on the
same day we were marching along the road just inside the
German border and were passing a colum of tanks whioh had
stopped on the road whioh were going in the opposite direction.
All at once as we passed one of the tanks, I heard a voice in
perfect English call out 'Hey you's I immediately turned my
face to tne left in the direction of the voice I had heard, and
as I did, I saw an 88 man standing in the turret of the tank
shoot '1;/5 Stegle in the middle of the forenead with a revolver
wnion I recognized immediately as a United Btates Army Service
Automatio Caliber 45. I was no more than five feet away fromt he
man who fired the shot, and was within ten feet of Stegle at the
time . I saw Stegle fall backwards to the ground with blood
spurting-from his forehead. Ve were foroed to keep moving, and
oonsequently I could not stop to render any aid. However, I feel
certain that because he was shot in the middle of the forehead that
he was killed instantly.

Can you name or describe the person who committed this killing?

No. I cannot name nor describe the person who committed this
killing. I got only a fleeting glance of him and know only that
he wore the black uniform of the 88 Troopers, and because of the
position in whion he was standing in the turret of the tank, I
believe that he was a Tank Commander. lioreover, I was unable to
d¢terminc the designation of the unit to whioch this 88 Trooper
was attacned.

Do you know the names of any other persons who witmessed this
killing?

No. I do not know the nmames of any persons who were witmesses to
this killing.

(SIGNED) JOHN M. DLUSKI, Sgt.
Jonn M. Dluski, Sgt.

State of: Pennsylvania )

County of: Lebanon )
I, Jonn M. Dluski, of lawful age, being duly sworn on oath,
state that I have read the foregoing transcription of my inter-
rogation and all answers contained therein are true to the best
of my knowledge and beliaf.

(signed) JOHN M. DLUSEI, SGT.
John M. Diuski, Sgt.

Subseribed and sworn to before me this 25th day of September 1945.
(signed) ELIZABETH V. KETTERING

Notary Public
My Commission Expires Feb. 17 1946
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CERTIFICATE

I, Normen A. Burgoon, Jr., Agent, Security Intelligence Corps,
Third Service Cormand, certify that Jonn M. Diuski, Sergeant, ASK
33418359 personally appeared before me om 18 September 1945 aml testi-
fied concerning Var Crimes; and that the foregoing is sa accurate
transoription of the answers given by him to the several questions
set fortn.

Place: Harrisburg, Pennsylvania (signed) NORMAN A. BURGOON, Jr.

Date: 25 Sept. 46 Agent, Sgourity Intelligence Corps"

PRESIDENT: Court will recess umtil 1630 hours.

(Wnereupon ths Court recessed until 1530 hours.)
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(Whersupon the Court reconvened at 1530 hours,)

PRESIDENTs The Court will come to order,

PROSECUTIONs May it please the Court, let the record show
that all the members of the Court are present, all the members of
the Prosecution, all the members of the Defense with the exception
of Mr. Strong, Mr, Walters, Dr, leiling, Dr. Pfister and Dr, Leer,
who are absent ori busi of the d, all the def ts and

the r eporter are mresent.

CAPT, BYRNE: Will the interpreter please read Prosecution
Exhibit Nymber 69 in German?

(Whereupon Prosecution Exhibit P69 was read in the German
languages.)

CAPT. BYRNE: Prosecution hands the reportdr a document and
asks that it be marked Exhibit P=70 for identification,

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution
Exhibit P=70 for identification by the reporters)

CAPT. BYRNE: Prosecution offers in evidence the sworn
statement of Staff Sgt. Billy F, Wilson and requests that it be
marked Prosecution Exhibit P=70 and attached to the record and
made a part thereof,

LT, COL, DNINELL: The Defense interposes the same objection
to the evidence,made with respect to Prosecution's Exhibits 62, 63,
6L, 65, 66, and 68,

PRESIDENT: The obJjection is overruled for the reasons
previously stated, The Exhibit offered by the Prosecution will
be admitted into evidence and will be marked Prosecution Exhibit
P=T0.

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously
marked and identified was received in evidence as Prosecution Exhibit
Noe P=70 is attached hereto and made a part of the record.)

CAPT. BYRNE: Pposecution requests permission to read Exhibit
P-70,

8GO
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PRESIDENTs Granted.
CAPT, BYRNEs (Reading)

"An investigation was held on 9 August 1945 at 1600 hours, at
612th TD Battalion, N rsko, Czechoslovakia, before Major Maurice J.
Mc Keown, 0-902553, A%, Invu-ug.m-nuunr, suthorised by paragraph
16a, Special Qrders 1 B Headquarters United States Forces, European
Theater, dated 2 July 191.5 and letter Headquarters Third United States
Army, Office of the Commanding General, file AG 902-GNMCJ, dated 2 |
August 1945, copies of which are hereto attached,

Staff Sergeant Vincent S. Haaland, 42029925, Court Reporter,
was administered the following oath:

"You do solemnly swear faithfully to perform the duties

of reporter in the investigation now being conducted by

me. So help you God."

Staff Sergeant Billy F, Wilson, 38049477, 612th Tank Destroyer
Battalion, APO 230, U.S. Army, was called and administered the
following oath:

"You do solemnly swear that the evidence you are about

to give in the investigation now being conducted by me

will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the

truth., So help you God."
EXAMINATION

What is your name?

Sergeant Billy F, Wilson, serial number 38049477.

You are a staff Sergeant are you not?

Yese

Where are you stationsd at the present time, sergeant?

Nyrsko.

Czechoslovakia?

Yes, sir.

What is your organization?

Recon, company, 612th TD Battalion,

About how long have you been with the 612th TD Battalion?

About 3 years.

On or about December 17bh 19l), where were you stationed?

Honsfeld, Belgium (K-968991).

When did you first get into this town?

It was around 3 o'clock in the morning.

And this was on the 17th of December?

S0d
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"A, Yes, sir,

Q. When you got into the town what did you do?

A. The gun platoon moved into a couple of houses on the right
side of the road going into town and a Recon Platoon of which I was a
member moved into the house on the left side of the road.

Qs How long did you stay in this house?

A+ We stayed there until 1000 to 10130 in the morning,

Qe While you were there, will you describe briefly what happensd?

Ay First thing we knew tanks were coming through in convoy.

Qs VWhat time of the day was this?

Ao Apout 5300 o'clock in the morning.

Qe Contimme?

Ae We thought they were our tanks at first and two enlisted men
from the 18th Cavalry came into the house and told us their CP had just
been over-run and about that time enemy infantrymen came down the road
behind dhe tanks, We had a .50 caliber and .30 caliber machine gun
and we opened up on them with that and with the small arms the
men had, A large percentage of the infantrymen got through but
we pinned some of them down and killed some otherss

Qs What was the next thing that happened?

As Well they spread out then and came up to the house to surround

Q. Did they surround the house?

Ao TYes,

Q. How great a time did the fighting continue?

A+ For about three hours.

Qs What was the next thing that happened?

A. They started firing direct fire from a tank at the house,

Q. How far away from the house was this tank?

A. Approximately 100 to 150 yards from the house, you could
tank.

Qe The house you refer to was the house that you were in?

A. Tes, sir.

Qs What kind of a tank was it, can you tell me?

A, I think it was a Tiger tank., I know that the tank that came
by the house with the advance party was a Tiger tank,

Q. When the tanks started firing direet at the house what was
the next thing that was doné.
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®A. Ijeutenant Grandy ordered the men to cease firing and he and
Frivate Cecil Mann carried a white flag out and surrendered,

Q. Did you see Iieutenant Grandy and Private Mann go out of the
and surrender?

Ao  Yes, sir,
Qe Where did they go to?

Aes Well, they walked out of the house about five yards and a Jerry
corporal came out from the ditch and was talking with the lietanant,

Qe After that what happened?

Ae The lieutenant came into the house with the Jerry corporal and
told us to come on out.

Q. Did you go out?

Ae Yes, sire

Qs How many of you went outside?

Ae Approximately twenty of use

Qe Was that all of the men that were in the house?
A. Yes, sir,

Qe Prior to the time the lieutenant went outside to surrender had
you seen anything happen in that vieinity?

A, Yes, sir, I saw two men walk out of the house across the road
with a white flag in their hand,.

Did you see anything happen to those two men?
They were about four or five yards from the house and they were

Were you able to see who did the shooting?
No, sir. '

Did you say anything to Lieutenant Crandy about having seen
men shot?

Yes, sir.
What did you say to the lieutenant?
A, I told him I didn't think it was any use for him to surrender
for we would be killed anyway, He said he thought they would respect
the Geneva Convention, I told him that * had seen the two boys shot

across the street.

Q. "hen you went outside of the house with the lieutenant to
surrender, where did you go?

A« All of us lined up in one rank with our faces toward the house
about five or six yards in front of the house.

Q. Agter you lined up, what then happened?

A, Well, three more Germans wlllsed up and two of them went on into
9 .
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"the house and the other one just walked up and said something to
the other Germans and then pulled up his gun by his side and start-
ed firing

B

Qe When the German fired did he hit any of the soldiers lined up?

A, He nit Private Mann and Private John Crowell who were the
first two on the end of the line,

Qe Did you see whether or not Privates Mann and Crowell fell?
Ao Yes, sir, When I turned around I waw them fall,

Qe What did you do after the Ggrman soldier fired at Privates
Mamn and Crowell?

A. I turned around and ran across country for about a mile
and got with a platoon of the 99th Infantvy Division, I stayed with
them until I got hit by artillery, which was about an hour later,

Qe Do you know what the rank of the German soldier was that
fired the gun which killed Privates Mann and Crowell?

A, I wouldn't be sure but I believe it was a corporal.

Qs Can you give me a description of him?

A. He was nearly six foot tall., He was real tall., He had
a thin face and black hair, He had on a Panzer Division uniform with
black bootse It was a greyish blue uniform trimmed in red.

Qs Did he have any markings on the sleeve?

A. T didn't notice.

Qs Can you estimate his weight?

Ae I don't believe he would weigh over 150 or 160 pounds. He
was real thin, -

Qs Could you tell what his complexion was?
A. Dark complexion.

Q. Did he have a moustache?

A, No, sir,

Q.= Do you know whether or not he had any scars on his face
or hands that you could see?

Ao No scars, that I could see.
Qe How old would you say he wes?
A, ‘Twenty four or twenty five,.

Q.~ Had these other Germans gotten into the house before he
fired the shots?

Ae Yes, they had gotten into the house,

Qs Were there any other vehicles near the house at the time
of this shooting?

Sud
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Yes, a scout car with I believe eight Germans in it,

Could you tell whether or not any of the persons in the scout car
were officers? .

No, sir. I colldn't,

The two who went into the house, could you tell what their rank
was?’

I know one of them was & private, I don't know the other.
When you ran off, did any of them shoot at you, did you know?

I was fired on from a machine gun in a scout car which was parked
about fifty yards above the house,

Do you know what happened to the rest of the men who were stand-
ing in line with you at the time Mann and Crowell were shot?

They were still standing there when I left and I hear Lieutenant
Grandy holler something to the German,

Will you further describe the uniform worn by the German soldiers
whom you saw on the road that day?

The ones in the armored vehicles had on greyish blue pants and
blouse trimmed in red and the foot troops all had on long black
overcoats,

You stated before that the German who fired the shots had no
marking on his sleeves, did he have any insignia of any kind on
his shoulders?

Yes, sir. I don't know what it was.

Can you describe it?

No, I can note

The two men that walked out of the house across the road from
you with the white flag in their hand, do you know who they
were or their names?

I did not know them,

Do you know the name of ‘this German who shot Privates Mann and
Cpowell?

No.

Do you know the name of the organization to which this German
belonged?

No, sire

Do you know the name or names of any other Americans who might
know something about this shooting or atrocity?

Sergeant Bernard J, Mallon; Lieutenant Gandy, Lawrence B;
Sergeant Morris Woodall; Tec 5 James R, Glover; Tec 5 Henry H,
Bonner; PFC Ralph C. Parmer; PFC Thomas O, Syithp PFC Bethel
Co Woods; Private Dock Albritton.

Do you know where these men are now?

9.5
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Yes, sir, Woodall lives in Cross City, Florida, Parmer lives
about thirty miles away from Woodall, Glover lives in Springhope,
North Carolina, They are still in the Army,

Do you know of any other crime or atrocity which has been
comnitted by any Germans?

No, sir,
BILLY F, WILSON,
Staff Sergeant,
VINCENT S. HAALAND,

Staff Sergeant,
Court Reporter,

Investigator-Examiner."

(Whereupon Prosecution Fxhibit P=70 was read in the German language

by the interpreter,)




LT. BYRNE: At this time the Prosecution hands the reporter a
sworn statement of T/5 Charles L. Morris, to be marked Prosecution Ex-
hibit No. P-T71 for Identification.

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution Exhibit
No. P=T1 for Identification by the reporter.)

LT. BYRNE: The Prosecution offers in evidence a sworn statement
of T/B Charles L. Morris which has been marked Prosecution Exhibit No.
P=71 for Identifiocation, and requests that it be admitted in evidence,
attached to the record, and marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P=7l.

LT. COL. DWINELL: The Defense interposes the same objection that
was made with respect to Prosecution Exhibits P-62, 63, 6L, 65, 66, 68,
69, and T0.

PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled for the reasons previously
stated. Tho exhibit offered by the Prosecution is admitted into evi=

dence and will be marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P-Tl.

(Whéreupon the document referred to, having been previously marked

and identified, was received in evidence as Prosecution Exhibit No. P-71
and is attached hereto and made a part of the record.)

LT. BYRNE: The Prosecution requests permission to read Exhibit
P=T1l.

PRESIDENT: Granted.

(Whereupon Prosecution Exhibit No. P=71 was read, as follows;)

"SWORN STATEMENT OF T/5 CHARLES L. MORRIS, 35353487, Co.
*B', 612th TD Bn., APO 230, U. 8. Army.

"My name, rank and organization is as follows: Charles
L. Morris, 35353L87, T/5, Company 'B', 612th Tank Destroyer
Battalion,

"I went on guard about 0530 hours, 17 December 19LL,
in a driveway leading to the gun positions of my section in
Honsfeld, Belgium (P9799). Some men from our reconnaissance
platoon ceme by end told me that some Germans were down the
road and coming our way. At about 0630 one tank came up the
road along with several armored cars and due to the darkmess
I did not see that they were German vehicles until they werec
by the driveway. The vehicles were marked with large black
crosses. I imwediataly ran into the house and elerted my

IV - V) £
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section. We did not start firing because of orders to wait
until daylight., Our positions were detected at daylight by
the Germans end a fire fight began immediately. We kmocked
out one German tank and then started firing at German ine
fantry attempting to surround us. In just a few minutes
snother German tank came up and fired at a house across the
road which was oocupied by a seotion of the first platoon.
Then, men from both the first and second platoons came out
on the road from the houses without any weapons and with
their hands over their heads. They started moving down the
road toward the tank with lst Lt. Richard L. Chandler,
0-18244135, Platoon Leader of the second platoon, leading
the men. When Lt. Chandler was very close to the tank the
German tank commander opened fire at the American soldiers
with a machine pistol and a ground mounted machine gun in
the basement of a house also opened fire on the Americans.
I saw Lt. Chandler fall and also some of the men. The
other men hit the ground to escape the fire. The German
tank commander speaking in English asked the men to come in
end surrender. When the men started toward the tank with
their hands over their heads the German tank commender opened
fire again. I do not believe any of these American scldiers
escaped.,

"Some of the men who walked down the road with Lt.
Chandler attempting to surrender are the following:

"Pvt. Bradley, Corp. Henson, Pvt. Vickers.

"After watohing the shooting I went outside and hid
in a wood pile all of that day. That night I went back
toward our lines and found 'C' Company of 2nd Infantry Di-
vision.

(Signed) CHARLES L. MORRIS
1/5 CHARLES L. MORRIS
ASN 35353487

"SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME THIS 7th DAY OF
FEBRUARY, 1945.

(Signed) JACK Bes DAY
Major, Infantry,
Investigating Officer."

(Whereupon the statement was read in German by the interpreter.)

LT. BYRNE: The Prosecution hands the reporter a sworn statement
of Private Ronayne G. White and requests that it be marked Prosscution
Bxhibit No. P=72 for Identification.

(Whersupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution Exhibit
No. P=72 for Identification by the reporter.)

LT. BYRNE: The Prosecution offers in evidence Prosecution Exhibit
No. P=-72 for Identification, and requests that it be admitted in evi-

dence, attached to the record, and marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P=T2.
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LT. COL. DNINELL: The Defense interposes the same objection that
was made with respect to Prosecution Exhibits P-62 to 66, inclusive,
snd 68 to 71, inolusive,

PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled for the reasont previously
given in those instances. The exhibit offered by the Prosecution is ad-
mitted into evidence and will be marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P=T2.

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously marked
and identified, was received in evidence as Prosecution Exhibit No. P=T2
and is attached hereto and made a part of the record.)

LT. BYRNE: The Prosecution requests permission to read Exhibit No.
P=T2.

PRESIDENT: Granted.

(Whereupon Prosecution Exhibit No. P-72 was read, as follows:)

"SWORN STATEMENT OF PVT. RONAYNE G. WHITE, 34501336, Company
1B, 612th TD Bn., APO 230, U. S. Army.

"My name, rank and organization is as follows: Ronayne
G. White, 34501336, Pvt., Company 'B', 612th Tank Destroyer
Battalion.

"On the morning of 17 December 19L), my gun section
was in position near a house in Honsfeld Belgium. I was
sleeping inside of the house and I was awakensd just as it
was getting daylight. By the time I got dressed I heard
some rifle fire and then the first German tenk came up.

One of our gun orews knocked out the Germsn tank. I heard
lots of small arms firing going on in the town but I was
carrying smmunition upstairs to the machine gun we had
mounted there. Then I went with Corporal Morris end I
started firing a rifle out of one of the windows. About
this time the second German tank arrived at the cross roads
and started firing at the houses. Some of our men came out
of the houses and hollered for us to stop firing as they
wore giving up. I saw them start walking down the road
toward the German tank with their hends over their heads and
with no wespons. When the largest part of this group ar-
rived near the tank the German tank commander opened fire.
Part of the men fell and some others ran into the house
where we were., The tank commander spoke in English for the
Americans to surrender and when they arrived close to the
tank he opened fire again.

"The following men were in the group that attempted to
surrender: Lt. Chandler, Pvt. Vickers, Pfc. Bradley, Pvt.
Davis, Pfo. R. C. Johnson, Pfc. John B. Walker, T/5 Stegall
and Pvt. Wayne Burpo.

"The following is a sketch of the area to the best of
my knowledge:

(Sketch is here inserted in original statement.)

o 9ud
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"After watohing the above I hid in a pile of wood
with Corporal Morris and we could hear our men out in the
roadway calling for help and I could hear them groaning.
Late that afternoon a German tank convoy came by and I did
not hear our men after that.

(8igned) Pvt. Ronanye G. White
PVT. RONAYNE G. WHITE,
ASH 34501336

"SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME THIS Tth DAY OF FEBRU-
ARY, 1945,

(8igned) Jack B. Day
JACK B, DAY,
Major, Infantry,
Investigating Officer."

(Whereupon the statesent was read in German by the interpreter.)

LT. COL. DWINELL: The Defense moves to strike from the evidence
and from the record Prosecution Exhibits P-68, 69, 70, 71 end 72, on
the grounds that nothing therein contained connects or identifies any
of the sccused or any of the units to which they belonged; and, with
respect to Prosecution Exhibit P-69, that statement does nos connect
the place wherein the incident is alleged to have occurred and is not
connected in any way with Exhibits P-68, 70, 71 and 72. We make special
reference to the last question in the statement, which says, "Do you
know the names of any other persons who witnessed this killing?" And

the answer, "No, I do not know the names of any persons who were witnesses

to this killing."
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CAPT, BYRNE: May 1t please the Court, with
reference to the exhibits referred to in the defense
motion to strike, there 1s ample evidence in the
record to show that the first SS Panzer Division was
in Hensfeld on the 17th of December, and while the
evidence may not point to a specific company, 1t is
definitely evidence against the senior commanders who
have been shown to be the commanders of the units who
were present on that day. Accordingly we respectively
submit that the defense motion be denied.

LAW MUMBER: On behalf of the Court, the motion
will be denied for the seme reasons as set forth with
respect to exhibits 62 through 64. The Court will
place whatever probative value it deems necessary on
the statements as produced.

CAPT., BYRNE: The prosecution calls as its
next witness Andreas Schroeder.

ANDREAS SCHROEDER, a witness for the prosecution
being first duly sworn, testified through an inter-

preter as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPT BYRNE)

What 1s your name?

Schroeder, Andreas.

How old are you?

18 years.

ihere do you live?

In Honsfeld.

What country is Honsfeld in?%?

il o




Are you a citizen of Belgium?
A Yes.
Q On the 17th and 18th of December 1944 did
you reside in Honsfald, Belgium?
A Yes.
Q Do you recall what troops 1f any, were
occupying Honsfeld, Belgium on that day?
A I saw troops of the Leibstanderte Adolf
Hitler and parachutists.
Q When did those troops arrive In Honsfeld,
Belgium?
A The first ones from the Lelbstandarte I
saw in the morning between 6 and 7 o'clock.
CAPT. BYRNE: T hand the reporter a document
to be marked Prosecution Exhibit No, 73 for

identification.

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked

Progecution HExhibit No. 73 for Identification by the

reporter.)

Q I show you the document that has been marked
Prosecution Exhibit No. P-73 for identification and
ask you if you know what it 1s.

The streets of Honsfeld are shown

Do you know when that sketch was

Approximately a month ago.
¥hose signature if any appears on the sketch?
Schroeder, Andreas.

vour sisnature?

Schroeder - Direct)




CAPT. BYRNE: Prosecution offers in evidence
as Prosecution Exhibit P-73, the sketch identifled by
the witness, requests that 1t be marked Prosecution
Exhiblt No. P-73 attached to the record and made a
part thereof.

1T, COL. DWINELL: The defense objects to
the sketch offered in evidence, unless it 1s shown
who made the sketch or whether the wltness lmows who
made the sketch or whether he made it himself, or
whether he knows it is an accurate representation of
some place or thing.

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPT BYRNE CONTD)

Q Do you know who prepared this sketeh?

A I prepared that sketch.
') . The squares that are indicated on the sketch
and which contain numbers, who prepared those?
A Myself.
Q Is that a rough sketch of the village
Honsfeld where you live?
Yes, approximately.
Whet does the number one represent?
The numher one represents the house of

Collas wh discovered the sven bodl

What do the numbers 3 and 5 represent?

Thre spregents the house where artillery

joes number 5 represent?
use
What does number 2 represent?
The cemetary.

{Andreas Schroeder -




Q What do you indicate as the bahnhof?

A A small square.

CAPT. BYRNE: Prosecutlion renews its offer

of the sketch prepared by the witness and requests
that 1t be recsived in evidence as prosecution
exhiblt P-73.

PRESIDENT: Is there any further objection?

ILT. COL. DWINELLs No further objection to
what we made before.

LAW MEMBER: Just one further question by the
Court. Does this sketch represent Honsfeld sub-
stantially as it was 1in December of 19447

A Yes.

PRESIDENT: Objection 1is overruled. The
exhiblt offered by the prosecution i1s admitted into
evidence and will be marked P-73.

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been
previously marked and i entifted was recelved in
evidence as Prosecution Exhibit No., P-73 and is
attached and made a part of the record.)
QUESTTONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPT BYR}D

Referring to Prosecution

ilcated with the numeral
fhere the bodies were lying and
artillery pleces were standin

Vere those bodles of Americans or
soldiers?

A They were Amerlcan boys.

When did you first see them?
In the. afternoon hours of the 17th December.

Schroeder - Direct)
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Q Were you living in the house that you have

marked number 1 and have represented as the house of

Callas?

A No.

Q Where were you living at that time?

A In the Burgermeister's house.

Q Is the Burgermeilster's house indicated
on this sketch?

A Yes.

Q What is the number?

A Seven.

Q How did you happen to see these bodies
next to house number one?

A I had to go there to take care of the
cattle.

Q How many bodies did you see?

A In front of Callas house, I saw seven

bodles.

Q Did you see any American artillery pleces

near where the bodies were lylng?
A Yes.
w many were there?
Guessing, approximately two to three.
Do you know how long these boc

~ositior where vou saw

Q How do
American-soldlers?
A I saw the uni

Q Had you ever se American uniform before?

(Sehrosder - Direct)
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Yes.

When was that?

There were many troops with us before the

17th of December.

Q American troops ?
A

Yes.

Q Did yon have any reason to know that
these soldiers were shot In the place you have
indicated with number 6 before you saw them?

A Ves.

Q How was that?

A An SS man of the Leibstandarte Adolf Hitler
was telling or even told me that he was present when
they were killed.

Did he tell you who had killed them?

No.

How did he describe the killing?

He described that they had lined them up
in one row and fired on them.

Q Did you see any weapons near these soldlers
other than the artillery pleces when you saw them?

No.

You may cross examine.

CROSS EXAN TNATION

rman artillery fire on the villag
Yes, a f'ew shots before the evening of
17th of December,
Q Did the shells hit nearby the houses
‘3ccu'.'ei by the Americans?

(Schrosder - Cross)
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No.
PROSECUTION: Correction on that.
Q Did the shells hit near the American artillery
pleces?

A No.

Q Where were the American soldiers =t that

Vo you know that?
A I know where the shells hit and I know that
there were no American soldlers there.
Did you see that?
Yes.
Where were you when you observed that?
On the street.
You were on the street while artillery was
firing on the village?
A It wasn't much of an artillery fire, only
7 to 8 shells.
Q Wasn't it a custom that you would take cover
as soon as artillery started firing?
A That T did.

PRESIDENT: Any more quesstions by the

OUNSEL: Nothing further from the

YO redirect.
ns by the Court?
There appear to be none. The witne is excused.
CAPT. EYRNE: May it please the Court, we
have a number of Belgium witnesses whom we desire to
transport back to Belgium at the earliest opportunity

(Schroeder -




and we desire that if the defense does not desire to
recall this witness, that he be permanently excused
from atCend;nce.

PRESIDENT: 1Is it agreeable to the defense
to excuse this witness?

EFENSE COUNSEL: Iay 1t please the Court,
that we cannot ascertain at this time. We will try
assist In the release of these witnesses as soon as

the testimony in connection with these instances 1is

through., We would be glad to conclude at that time.

CAPT. BYRNE: If 1t please the Court, the
testimony Wl th regard to the instances in Honsfeld
is complete with this witness.

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Well, that is news to
us. May it please the Court, it is requested that
this matter be held in abeyence until we can have a
conforence.

PRESIDENT: The wltness will be retained

the present.

PROSECUTION: Will the Court indicate

long 1t intends to hold this witness?
STDENT: That 1s up to the defense.
there any questions by the Court? Apparently
none. The witness 1s excused.
(Whereuvon
PROSECUTTON
will take quite some time.
The Court will adjourn until
0830 tomorrow morning.
(Whereupon the Court at 1655 hours adjourned

mtil the following day.)

516




Dachau
29 May 19L6.

MORNING SESSION

(L pon the Court at 0830 hours.)

PRESIDENT: The Court will coms to order.

PROSECUTIONs If the Court pleass, let the record show
that all members of the Court, all members of the Prosecution with
the exception of Captain Robert E Byme who is absent on business
of the Prosecution: all members of the Defense with the exception
of Lt Colonel Dwinell who is absent on business of the Defense:all
the Defendants and the Reporter, are present.

If the Court please, the Prosecution requests
permission to be heard on the matter of the Belgian witnesses.

In connection with the Belgian witnesees,the
Prosecution hopes that the fact will not be overlooked that they are
here as wvolunteers and at the invitation of the United States Govern-
ments that they are only here out of a sense of duty and desire to
help bring the guilty of these alleged crimes before the Bar of
Justice. Furthermore, they are citizens of a free and independant
Country, and as far as the Prosecution knows, the Prosecution, the
Defense nor the Court has any jurisdiction over thems that they are
not subject to subpoena or summons, and it is the opinion of the
Prosecution that they are perfectly within their rights to refuse
to testify at any time, and to return to their homes if and when
they desire. Therefore, the Prosecution requests that the Court
reconsider its ruling of yesterday, and not place any burden on us

to attempt to restrain these witnesses unless they desire to remain.

DEFENSE: May it please the Court, the Defense had no
part in the bringing of these witnesses to the trial. As stated by
the Prosecution, this.im a Bar of Justice. The Defense Counsels

have discussed this matter, and we are prepared to the ‘suggest to
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the Court that as each incident is concluded, such as Honsfeld, and

where Belgian witnesses have testified, that during that afternoon
and evening the Defense would decide whether they would desire that
the witness be retained. We were prepared to announce that the
witness Schroeder is no longer desired and may be excused insofar as
the Defense is concerned.

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, I am sure you are fully
cognizant of the factjtmt the time that Cross examination normally
takes place is at the conclusion of Direct examination and if the Defense
desires to call any of these people as their own witnesses it is a
matter for them to take up individually, and if the witness wants to
remain, it is perfectly satisfactory with us, but I do not feel that
the Prosecution has any right to tell the witnesses that they must
remain one minute longer than the witnesses themselves desire.

DEFENSE: May it please the Court, my Manual states that
it is the responsibility of the Trial Judge Advocate to secure witnesses
and not the Defense.

PROSECUTION: I have nothing further to say.

IAW MEMBER: Until further notice, unless the Defense
immediately stipulates, witnesses will be held over night and may be
released the next day in accordance with the s tipulation placed before
the bench by the Defense. The Court sees no inconvenience in holding
the witnesses one day longer.

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, the first witness this
morning is Mrs Tombeux. She is being called out of order in connection
with the Stavelot incident. She has, I believe, one sick infant at
home and desires to return tomorrow morning and it is requested that
the Defense finish with this witness to-day.

IAW MEMBER: The Court will meet that issue.

PROSECUTION: The Prosecution calls Mrs Tombeux, snd Lt Col
Crewford will examine.

PRESIDENT: Please request the witmess to speak leudly when
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answering questions.

Mres MARIA TOMEEUX, a Belgian witness for the Prosecution

was sworn, took the stand and testified as follows. The testimony

was translated in both the French and German languages by the two

interpreters:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTIONs(Lt Col CRAWFORD).

Q

g
3

» O > O > O ¥ DO

A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A

Wnat is your name ?

Maria Tombeux.

Where do you live ?

Stavelot.

What is your occupation ?

Housewife.

In what country is Stavelot located ?
Belgium. y
Are you a Belgian citizen ?

Yes /

Where were you on the morming of 18 December 194l ?
In the cellar of m y neighbor.

What is your neighbor's name ?

Leon Colinst. ’

Who was in the cellar with you ?

Mrs Colinet, her husband, child, Mr Colinet's father,

s my husband, and my two children. Y

How old were your children at that time ?

One had two years and the other one approximately one year.
What was your physical condition on 18 December 194k ?

I was pregnant.

Did you leave that cellar ?

Yes

What time ?

At about 9.15.,

(Tombeux ~direct)
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Where did you go ?

e directed curselves towards the hospital.

When you got cut on the street what did you see ?
German tanks.

How many ?

Four

Who was with you when you got out on the street ?
Mr Colinet, his wife, child, kr Colinet's father, my

husband, myself and my two children.

Q
A

Who was carrying your children ?
I was carrying my little boy; my husband carried the girl,

and Mr Colinet carried his child.

o O P L T L P o Y Lo P o

A

DEFENSE:(Dr RAU); It is requested that the witness speak

PRESIDENT: Will you please speak loudly so everybody can

Did you go by these tanks ?

Yes

How many of them did you pass ?

Four

What happened after you passed the last tank 7
They started to machine gun.

At the time the firing started, where was your husband ?
He was killed.

Before he was killed where was he ?

He was with me.

Where was Mrs Colinet ?

She was also with me.

Were you hit by the gun fire ?

Yes, I was wounded.

How many times 7

I had a bullét in each leg.

(Tombeux-direct)
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Who else was hit there ?
Mrs Colinet and her !lﬂalor-d.n-hw.
Where did your husband fall ?
Right next to me. f
Where did Mrs Colinet fall ?
Also right next to me.
What happened to your children ?
I was transported to the bmtl;l together with my children.
After your husband was hit by machine gun fire, did you
th him ?

Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
talk wi
A
Q
'y

No
Why ?

I was and was ted to the hospital
and I did not even know my husband had been ldlled.

When did you learn that your husband had been Idlled ?
When I came back from the hospital.

Do you know where your husband was killed ?

Yes.

Woere f

In the lnpl'nmnnt of my home.

What date was that ?

18 December 19k}

At what hour ?

At about 9.15 in the morning .

Did you see who was firing at you ?

> o > £ » £ > O P O Fr DO

No
CROSS EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE:(Mr STRONG)
Q How did you know the tanks were German tanks ?
A Because I recognized the black cross on them.
Q Did you see any men in or on the tanks ?
A Only on the outsides.

( Tombeux-cross)
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Q What kind of uniform were they wearing ?

A The uniform had thres different shadess ome like an

American uniform: another ome blue- green! that is all.

Q Were you able to recognize of which particular units or
regiment these men belonged ?

A No, I would not be able to say so.

Q Did you see any officers ?

A That I could not say any more.

(Tombeux-cross)
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Q Before the panzers started to fire was there any artillery
fire or any other kind of firing?

A After we had passed that we heard the machine gun fire.

Q If I understand you correctly, there was no firing previous
to the shooting of the tanks?

A There had been firing but that had been earlier in the
morning.

MR. STRONG: No further questions,
CROSS  EXAMINATION (Cont'd)

QUESTIONS BY DR, LEER}

Q When were you wounded?

The 18th of December,

A
Q At what time?
A

Approximately 9:15.
Q Were the tenks which you saw the first tanke to arrive in
that village?
A Yes, they were the first.
Q Were there any soldiers to be seen in the streets besides
the soldiers you sew inside the tanks?
A That I didn't see,
Q Do you know the difference in sound between reports from a
from a machine gun?
Yes.
Was there any shooting done before you left the house?
No.
How long did the shooting continue after you were wounded?
That I wouldn't be able to tell since I had been wounded.
DR, LEIR: No further questions.
CROSS  EXAMINATION (Cont'd)
QUESTIONS BY DR. HERTKORN}

Q Can you tell me why you left the house?

(Mre. ;l‘ombe\lx ~ Croes) 925




PROSECUTION: If the court pl » I object to that
question, that is immaterial and irrelevant. She testified she left
the house and why has no bearing in this case,

PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled.

QUESTIONS BY DR, HERTKCRN (Cont'd):
Q I will repeat my question: Why did Madam Tombeux leave the
house at 91157

Beceuse there was a fire acrose the street,

Did you cross the street in front of the tenks?

Yes.

Were the tanks moving?

Yes, they were moving.

PROSECUTION: If the court please, I would like a clari-
fication., Dr, Hertkorn represents Lt Freidrich Christ and Sergeant
Heinz Hendel and I would like to inguire as to the relevancy of his
cross examination of this witness, Nowhere has the prosecution offered
evidence indicating that either Christ or Hendel are involved in thie
incident,

KERTEORN: Because according to the allegation of the pros-
ecution Christ was one of these men who passed down orders to shoot
the civiliane and not to make any prisoners of war.

PROSECUTION: If the court please, the man whom we have
indicated who committed this particular atrocity, Hennecke, isn't
from the Second Company. He is from the First Compeny. And whether
Christ passed on orders to Hennecke would be immaterial. Ve don't
allege thet he had passed on any orders to him,

IR, EERTKORN: According to the presentation of the pros-
ecution some of the witnesees, it was implied that Christ was at least
present at the cross-roads, that is hed come forward from the rear so

that the order of march had changed.

(¥Mre. Tombtux - Croes)
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LAV MEMBER: So far the Oourt doesn't believe any material
harm has been done by the examination out of turn by Dr. Eertkorn.
However, it is suggested that the defense follow its original plan in
cross examination so that we may have a more orderly procedure.

DEFENSE COUNSEL: May it please the court, this witness is
being brought out of turn. We know nothing about what the prosecution
contemplates proving at Stavelot. We know the prosecution stated that
they did not wish to be bound by their bill of particulars. We are
trying to release this witness by any possible questions.

PROSECUTION: If the court please, I only asked for a
clarification. The only thing I want to know is whether all of these
German counsel would be permitted to cross examination, If they are,
I don't want to interpose any useless objection. That is the only
thing I was tfylng to do.

LAW MEMBER: Well, the clarification is the same that the
court ruled a few minutes ago. We will proceed according to the
original plan as set before the court on the opening day of the trial,
and in special cases the court will make a specizl ruling. A&t this
time Dr. Hertkorn will be permitted to proceed with his questioning.

IR, HERTKORN: One further question, may it please the Court.

CROSS  EXAMINATION (Cont'd)

QUESTIONS BY DR. EERTKORN;

Q Did you notifle any German tenks or any tanks coming in as
you left the house?

A German tanks.

Q I didn't understand the answer. Is that supposed to mean
that you knew and noticed German tanks coming int

A No.

DEFENSE COUNSEL: No further cross examination by the defense,

LT COL CRAWFORD: No redirect by the prosecution,

y27
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DEFENSE OOUNSEL: And as far as the defense is concerned
the witness may be excused.
FRESIDENT: Any questions by the court?
Colonel Rosenfeld.
EXAMINATION BY THE COURT
COLONEL ROSENFELD:
Q Who took you to the hospital after you were wounded?
A The Belgium Red Cross.

FRESIDENT: Any other questions by the court?! There are

epparently none. The witness is excused. That is correct, this

witness is excused?

D?l’ENSE COUNSEL: Yes, sir,

PRESIDENT: The witness is permanently excused.

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from

the court room.)

LT COL CRAWFORD: The prosecution calle as its next witnees
Herbert Kohles,

HERBERT KOHLES, a witness for the prosecution, was sworn and testd-

fied through an interpreter as follows:

(Whereupon the gquestions, answers and other proceedings were
interpreted to the accused.)

DIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY LT COL CRAWFORD:
Q State your name,

Kohles, Herbert,

Were you in the Eifel Offensive?l

Yes.

During the Eifel Offensive what was your rank?

Corporal.

What was your organizatiant

10th Panzer Orenadier ‘Company, Second Panzer Grenadier Reg-

. 928
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Wes the Second Grenadier Regiment a part of the Waffen SS?
Yes.

Who was your company commander?

Obersturmfuehrer Preuss,

What were your duties during the Eifel Offensive?

1 was a SPW driver,

For whom did you drive?

For Obersturmfuehrer Preuss.

On what date did the Eifel Offensive begin?

Cn the 16th December 1944,

Would you kmow Obersturmfuehrer Preuss if you saw him again?

)
A
Q
A
e
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A

Yes,
Q Look at the defendants sttting to your left and see if he
ig among them?
A Yes.
Q What number is he wearing?
Fo. 44,
FRESIDENT: No. 44 stand up--sit down.
(Wmereupon the accused wearing No. 44 did as directed.)
QUESTIONS BY LT COL CRAWFORD (Cont'd):
Q During the Eifel Offensive did you reach Buellingen?
Yes.
On what date and at what time?
6n the 17th in the morning at approximately 7 o'clock.

At the time you reached Buellingen who was riding in your

Obersturmfuehrer Preuse, Company Troop Fuehrer Berghaus,
the first radio man Josef Kolbeck, assistant radio man Sturmmann
Oberdieck, then the orderly of Obersturmfuehrer Preuss, Gunther Jah-

rlipg, then the first aid man Karl Hay, and myself.

(Kchles - Direct) 929




Did you go beyond Buellingent?
Yes.
Where did you go?

We drove on=-I didn't know the road since I didn't have any

What did you see?
Approximately two or three km, beyond Buellingen we joined
a truck convoy and drove on in ite company .
Q What trucks were these?
They were American,

How far did you follow in this column?

A
Q
A Approximately 800 meters,
Q

And then where did you go?

A Then we received fire from the rear and turned off left
into the woods.

Q How long did you remain in these woods?

A We immediately came out of the woods again after the truck
convoy had passed, and behind that SPWs were driving.

Q Where did you go then?

A We wanted to try to catch up with the other SPWs since we
were all by ourselves. But since we were unsble to reach them we
drove off to the right into the woods,

Q How long did you remain in these woods?

A Approximately until 11 o'clock in the evening.

Q During the time thet you were in these woods were the people
who had been riding in your SPW present?

A Yes.

Q While you were in these woode did you see any American
coldiers?

A Yes.

Q How many?

(Kohles - Direct)




One man,

How was he dressed?

He was wearing & flying suit,

Under what circumstances did you see this American?

Two men brought him in as & prisoner to our SPW,

Q Did you see anyone talking to this American prisoner when

he was brought to the SPW?
A Yes,
Q Who?

A First Unterscharfuehrer Berghaus and then Obersturmfuehrer
Preuss.
Did you see any insignia on this American prisoner?
No, I didn't see it,
After Preuss talked to the American prisoner whet happened?
The flyer asked for his parachute which was brought to him,
and then he stretched out next to the SPW to rest up.
Q At any time during that day did Obersturmfushrer Preuss leave
the SPW?
A Yes, after darkness broke in,
At the time Preuss left who was Buarding the American prisoner?
Unterscharfuehrer Bergheaus,

Did anything happen to the American prisoner?

He was then shot by Unterscharfushrer Bergh
Did you see Bergheus shoot the American?

I didn't see the first shot.

Did you see any other shots?

I saw the second shot.

Where was the American before the shooting started?

(Eohles - Direct) . 431
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He was lying next to the SPW,

Where was Berghaus?

He was sitting next to him,

How far avay?

Approximately four or five meters.

What was the American prisoner doing befors he was 8hot?
He was lying there, and it seemed that he was resting,
After Berghaus shot the American prisoner what did he do?
He fired three shots on him and after he left.

In what direction did he go?

Approximately in the same direction Obersturmfuehrer

Preuss had left previously.

Q
evening?
A
Q
A

Did you see Obersturmfuehrer Preuss and Bergheus that same

Yes,
Where?

On the street there was & house and I saw them together in

that house.

Q
A

Q
flyer?

A

s

A

Did you overhear any conversation between Berghaus and Preuss?
To.

In this house was there any conversation about the American

Yes.

What was that conversation?

Obersturmfuehrer Preuss cent for the flying suit,
¥ho did he send?

I don't know now any more who that was, elther Berghaus,

Jahrling or Kolbeck.

L)

i

Did you see that flying euit at any time that evening?
Yes, when it was brought in,

Did you see any part of that flying suit the next day?

(Kohles - Direct) 432




Yes.

Q Where?l

A When we drove on the next day to the next village I saw
Obersturmfuehrer Preuss wearing the pants.

Q  Prior to the time that Obersturmfushrer Preuss left the SPW
in the woods did he and Berghaus engage: in a conversation?

A Yo, I can't recall that.

Q Is the same Obersturmfuehrer Preuss that you have been
testifying about the same person that you have identified as wearing
No. 441

A Yes.

LT COL CRAWFORD: You may interrogate.
CROSS  EXAMINATION
QUZSTIONS BY MR, STRONG:

Q How much time would you say pasced between the time Ober-
sturmfuehrer Preuss left and the time this prisoner was shot?

A It was a short time, approximetely five minutes.

Q If I understood you correctly, you did not see Berghaus fire
the first shot?

A T,

Q What was the position of the prisoner-of-war's body after he
was shot?

A I didn't see it since it was already derk.

) Is it possible that the prisoner-of-war might heve tried to
escape when he was shot?

A Fo.

MR, STRONG: No further questions.

DEFENSE OOUNSEL; Nothing further,

LT COL CRAWFORD: Nothing further, no redirect examinetion,
EXAMINATION BY THE COURT

COLONEL ROSENFELD3
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Q Was the American flyer killed?

A Yes.

*} Did you hear Freuse give orders to anyone that this prisoner

of war would be shot?
A No.
PRESIDENT; Any other questione by the court? Apparently
there are none, The witnees is excused.

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from

the court room,)
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LT, COLONEL CRAWFORD: RProsecution calls as its next

witness Rudi Enoblooks

ALBERT RUDI KNOELOCK, called as a witness for the

Prosecution was sworn and testified through am interpreter as

followss

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other Pproceedings

were interpreted to the German counsel and the accuseds)

QUESTIONS
Q
A
Q

DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY PROSECUTION (Lte Colonel Crawford)s
State your name.
Albert Rudi Kmoblooks
What rank did you hold between 15 December 15l and

13 January 19457

A
Q
A

o > O > O » L > P r P

E
£
B
=

>

Q

see if he

Knoblock = Direct

I was an Oberscharfushrers

Of what organization were you a member during that period?
I was a member of the 1st SS Panzer Division, Panzer
Regiment 2, 10th Companye

Are you at this time a prisoncr of war of the United States?

Yese

Were you in the Eifel offensive?

Yese

What were your duties in the 10th Company?

My personal duties were to lead the first leading platoone
On what date did the offemsive begin?

On 16 December 19Lke

During the offensive, who was your company commander?
Obersturmfuehrer Preuss,

Would you recognize Obersturmfuehrer Preuss if you saw
today?

Yesae

Will you loak at the defendante eeeted om your left amd

is among thems
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Yea, he is present,

What number is » wearing?

i |

On what date did the 10th Company leave the assembly area?
From the 15th to 16th Decembers

Were you with the 10th Company when & left the assembly

Yes, I was with the 10th Companys
Did you leave the 10th Company during the offensive?
Yes, T did leave.

On what date?

On the 18th o‘! the morninge

Where was the company when you left?
In fremt of Stavelote ;
Why did you leave the company?
Because Iwas woundeds ‘
Where were you wounded?

Ou the upper lipe :

What place were you inf

At Busllingens ;

A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A

Q Who was in command of the 10th Company when you left it
for Stavelot?

A Untersturmfuehrer Aschendorff,

Q Where was Prouss?

A Obersturmfuehrer 'h-auss had remained in Buellingen.

INTERPRETER WOLFE: May Iask the witness what he means by
"verbleiben"?

PRESIDINTt Yese

A I wasntt with the campany any more after Buellingens

Q When did you next see Preuss again?
& on 29 December 154k,
Q

Where ? 936
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In Petit Thier.

Did you have conversation with him at that time?

I reported back to Obersturmfuehrer Preusse

Q  Will you relate that cnversation to the court as best
you can?

A ‘ Yese First I reported back 1'; Obersturmfushrer Preuss
then I asked Obersturmfushrer Preuss where he had been after
Buellingen, Obersturmfushrer Preuss $old me that ho had lost himself
near Buellingen and that he had taken cover in soms woods and that
he had been hiding in the woodse Then he told me that dwring that
time they had taken prisoner an American flyer, This flyer was
shot at a later date or later ons If Obersturmfuehrer Preuss said
that he had killed him himself or he had given the order to shoot
him, I can'trecall any moree

Q Did you understand by this statement that Obersturmfuehrer
Preuss had had something to do with the death of this flyer?

A Yese '

Q Did Obersturmfuehrer Preuss show you anything during that
conversation?

A A2 far as I can remember he showed me at that time a pair
of leather gloves, red=brown in colore

Q Did he make any statement concerning these gloves?

A Yes, he showed me the gloves and said these gloves are
also from hime

Q Was that during the conversation about the American flyer?

A Yes, during the conversations

LTe COLONEL CRAWFORD: You may inquiree
CROSS EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Mre Strong)s
Q Did Preuss tell you under what conditione or for what

reasons this flyer was shot?

Knoblock = Cross.




No, that he didn't tell me,

MR, STRONG: No further questions.

DEFENSE; Ne furthe cross,

LTo COLONEL CRAWFORD: No redirecte

PRESIDENTg There appear to be mo Questions by the Courts
Witnoss excuseds

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from the
courte)

e LTe OOIONEL CRAWFORD: Prosecution calls as its next

witness, Lisutenant Perl, ‘

1st LIEUTENANT WILLIAM Re PERL, recalled as a witness for
the Prosecution testified as followss

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings
were interpreted to the German counsel and the accuseds)

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Lte Colonel Crawford)s

LTs COLONEL CRAWFORD: Iieutenant Perl, you are reminded you are
8till under oathe Are you the same Lieutenant Perl who has hereto-
fore testified in this case?

A Yes, sire '

Q During the course of your assignment as investigator in
the Malmedy case at IP Number 2, Schwabisch Hall, Germany, did you
have occasion to interrogate one Georg Preuss?

A Yes, sir.

Q Is this man's name George?

A Georg, and I believe it is the same as George in Englishe

Q Is Georg Preuss one of the accused in the case now
hearing before the Court?

A Yes, sire

Q Can you identify him?

A Yes,
g38
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Q Take a look at the defendants at your left and see if
he is among those presem.
He is present and his mumber is Lle
During the interrogatiem, did Georg Preuss make & statement

Yes, he dide

Was &t oral or in writing?

It was an oral statement fi:rlt and the substance was taken
into a written statemente

1T, COLONEL CRAWFORD: I hand the reporter a ztatement
and ask it be marked Prosecutionts Exhibit Number 74 for identifications

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecutionts
Bxhibit Number 74 for identification by the reporters)

Q Iieutenant Perl, I hand you statement that has bsen marked
Prosecution?s Exhibit Number 7L for identification and ask you what
it ise

A Yes, it is the written statement by Preuss writtem and
signed by hime

Q Is that in his handwriting?

Yes, sire
Was that statement taken under oath?

Yes, sire

Who administered the oath?

I dide
Was any force used to obtain this statement?
Noy sire 4
Q Did you make any threats or promises to obtain this
statement?
A No, sir,

LT. COLONEL CRAWFORD: Prosecution offers in evidence

93¢
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statement that has besn identified by the witness, which is maried
Prosecutionts Exhibit Nusber 74 for identifioation and asks that it
be attached to the record and made a part thereof, and marked Prosecution's
Exhibit The
MR, STRONGs The Defense objects to the admission on the
grounds previously stated. ¢
PRESIDENTs The objsctien is overruleds The axhibit
offered by the Frosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked
Exhibit "PeTl%e
(Wnereupon the document referred to, having been previously

.
marked and identified was received in evidence as Prosecutionts

Bxhibit Number "P=~7L* and is attadwd hereto and made a part of the
records)

LT, COLONEL CRAWFORD: Prosecution hands the reporter an
instrument and requests that it be marked Prosecutionts Exhibit
"P=ThAn.

(Whereupon the document referrad to was marked Prosecutionts
Exhibit "PeTha".)

ITe COLONEL CRAWFORD: Prosecution offers in evidence
statement that has been marked Prosecutionts Exhibit "P=7LAW, as
being a trus and correct Eglish translation of Prosecutionts Exhibit
"R7ln,

DEFENSEs On behalf of the Defense, there is no objections

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibtit offered
by the Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked Exhibit
"p=7LA".

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously
marked and identified was received in evidence as Prosecutionts
Bxhibit "P=7LA" and is attached hereto and made a part of tle records)

LT« COLONEL CRAWFORD: Prosecution requests permission to
read Prosecutionts Exhibit "P-7LAM.

940
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PRESIDENT; Granted.
e
1T COLONEL ORAWFORD (Reading)s

"I, Hauptsturmfuehrer aoarl PREUSS, being duly sworn
state the following:

"During the EIFEL offensive in December 19k and
January 1! I held the rank of Obersturmfushrer and was
commander of the 10th Company III (Armored 2 Ps Or Rgt
158AHe

%), Om the 15th December 19LLi, & conference of
all company commanders of the battalion took place
at the command post of the ITI (Armored) 2 Ps Gr Rgt
188AHe

"The then Hauptsturmfushrer Josef DIEFENTHAL
who at that time was owr battalion commander prosideds
Furthermore the following of ficers were presents
Untersturaf Max DETKE for the 9th Companyy I, myself
for the 10th company) ob-rn.mfun}ru Heins TOMHARDT
for the 1lth ( 3 THIELE for
the 12th Companyj the Ad:juunf. nrl Heinz FLACKE and

' possibly also the Ordnance Officer Untersturmfuehrer
KIND!

"At this meeting Hauptsturmfuehrer DIEFENTHAL
delivered us a speech. In this amongst other things
he expounded that a wave of fear and terror must precede
owr troops and that the resistance of the enemy had to
be broken by terrors I don't know if these were the
exact words but this was the meaning, that the resistance
of the enemy had to be broken by terrore Further
Hauptsturmfushrer DIEFENTHAL declared "Prisoners of war
are not bsing takene"

"I have prepared a sketch "A" on which I picture
the gardnerts house in which the conference with Hauptsturme
fuehrer DIEFENTHAL took placee

®The numerals on this sketch indicates
1. Seat of Hauptsturmfuehrer DIEFENTHAL
2o 8eat of Obersturmfuehrer PREUSS
3o Presumably seat of Unterstuf DIEKE
Le Seat of Obersturmfuehrer TOMHARDT
Se Seat of Hauptscharf THIELE
As Bench
Bs Table
Ce Chair

"That's how the order of seating is still in my
memory so fare

"2, In the night of the same day therewith in the night
from the 15th to 16th December 194k, to my estimation it was
about midnight, I myself assembled my company for a company
lecture in the woods which bordered on the Battalion CePe
At this I ordered the mem of my company that a wave of fear
and terror had to precede our troops and ordered them in a
sense that the resistance of the ememy had to be broken hy
terror, according to the order I had received myself from
Hauptsturmfuehrer DIEFENTHALe Furthermore I ordered "No
prisoners of war are being takenh.®
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"I have prepared a second sketoh "B® on which
I have put the place at which I delivered the spesch
to my companye The numerals indicates

1. Spot where I stood

2, Place where the cormpuny was

3¢ Direction arrow to the Battalion CePe
Ae Woods

Be Forest paths.

%3, On the 17th December 1944 just about at
daywbreak in my ectimation between 0700 and 0800 howrs,
I rode with my company on the street near “BUELLINGEN®
and received fire from an American truck colum which I
had gotten into against my will, I only rode alone with
=y SPW and turned to the left into the woods to withdraw
fromthe fires At that time I rode far ahead of my SPWs
and didn®t know if the others followed me; then I saw
later down the street two of my SPWs pass mes However,
at thattime I was already in the woodss Then I came up
again to the road to follow my SPWs and to s®op them,
but as the woods scon came to an end and the first houses
were to be seen in which I expected Americans, I drove
again to the right into the woodse I remained in these
woods the whole dgy until late into the nighte In the
early afternoon howrs of this day therewith in the early
afternoon hours of 17 December my company troop leader
Unterscharfushrer Gunter BERGHAUS brought me an American
prisoner of ware A Zlight officer; he was either second
or first lieutenant. ‘

WThis prisoner of war when he was brought to me
wore Amsrican Aviatorts trousers and a leather jackete
He wore no headgear and was unarmeds I understand a
1little Bnglish and as well as I could I tried to interrogate
the officer, but I could not find out anything of intereste
Iasked of him to show me his papers and he understood me.
Out of his papers I learned his age, his name and his ranke
He was about 2l years old as far as I can recalls I offered
him coffee and bread as we were all eating something at that
time. In the late afternoon of the same dgy it must have
been about 1600 hours when I left with two of my men to go
on reconnaissance, my company troop leader Unterscharfushrer
Gunter BERGHAUS asked me what we should do with the prisoner.
I replied, "We just bump him offe" I did not give this order
because I liked his trousers.

"The reasons for my order for this were: (2) I had
to leave theprisoner behind at my SPW with only three of my
men, (b) it started to get dark and furthermore I feared
that he could betray us if American patrols or Belgian civilians
came near use

mAfter I had given Unterscharfuehrer BERGHAUS
this order I left to reconnoitre, It was already about 1900
or 2000 hours when I came backe I didn't go any more all
the way to the place from where I had left but went at once
into a house on the road about LOO meters or 500 meters away
from the location of my SPWe

“nterscharfushrer HEY, one of the two men who had
been with m® on reconnaissance I sent to the SPF to bring
the SFW wp to the howses At that time it was clear to me
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that no danger existed any longer at this locatiome Several
minutes later BERGHAUS came driving up with the rest of the

orews At this occasion right when BERGHAUS arrived I asked

him where the flyer wase BERGHAUS answered: " I have shot the
flyere® I asked BERGHAUS how he had shot hime Unterscharfusirer
BERGHAUS replisd "With shots im the heade® I lnow that out of
the words of Unterscharfushrer BERGHAUB followed that he had
killed the flyer with several shots in the heads He told me

he had shot the American flyer while he (BERGHAUS) sat pretending
playing with the rifle, and the flyer sat wunsuspiciously or lay
unsuspiciously on a blankete Oorrespondingly Unterscharfushrer
BERGHAUS showed me several objects which he had takem off the
dead flyer. Amongst these things were the American flyer's
trousers which the flyer had worn, and a golden wedding ring.

I ordered BERGHAUB to give me the wedding ring and also the
flyer's trousers, As he handed me the wedding ring, I

"I need this one when I am getting marriede® The trousers were
too short for me as the American flyer was much shorter than Is
Therefore, I had a civilian that sams night yet lengthen them
and then put them one

"W§hen on the following day, on the 18th December
194k, I mt my battalion commander in "Chenewx®. I related
the story with the flyer truthfully to him as I described
it hereine However, not as explicitlys

"It is not correct that I told Haupsturmfushrer
DIEFENTHAL that I shot this flyer either in a duel or that
I was unexpectedly attacked by him, or he by me, and he
(the flyer) had been shot in the course of this attacke

"The shooting of this flyer was later misrspresent-
ed in such a mann:r that I had the presence of mind to
shoot an American when he attacked me, to make the proposal
for my Ritterkreus more attractives

"These misrepresentations of the futl in the
proposal for the Ri 'eus were, s NOH dgated
by mee

"I have prepared a sketch "C" of the area where
my SPW stood in the afternoon hours of 17 Decembers

"The numerals on this sketch indicates

1, Iocation of the Observation poste

2, loocation of the Americane

3. location of the guarde

i Iocation of Unterscharfushrer BERGHAUS

as I gave him the order to shoot the

Te

Se My location as I gave BERGHAUS the ordere
Thick woods of young trees.
Sparsely growing fir tree wood.
Group of housese
Road.

"4e I have been asked if I had ever commanded the 1lth Comp-
any in the EIFEL offensive, To that I state: From the early
morning hours of 22 December 19LlL on, besides my omn company,
also the 1lth Company, 2nd Pz Gr Rgt LSSAH was under my
command as not anly no officers but also no able Unterfuehrer
of the 1lth Company were on hande
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"I then retained this position (provisional lesder of
.the 11th Company) mtil the end of my presence in the EIFEL
offensive, that is until January 6th 1945, However, after
the 2lith December I not any longer in the offensive,

"I w1l have to put down the statement woluntarily and
out of my own free will, winfluenced by force, threats,
or harsh treatment, and winfluenced by promises of any
Idnde

"I swear before God that the facts stated in this
statement are trus and I am prepared to repeat them wunder oath
before any courte §

/8/ Georg PREUSS
Hauptsturafushrer
2 April 1946,

Swom to and subsoribed before me this sedond
day of April 1946 at h Hall, nye

WILLIAM R, PERL

1st Lte MeIs Ow5S51LS
Investigator=Examiner, War Crimes
Branch, USFET
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fls Evelyn

(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 1030 hours.)

PRESIDENT: Take seats. Court will come to order.

PROSECUTIUN: If the Court please, let the record
show that all the members of the Court, all the members of the
Prosecution, with the exoeption of Captain Shumacker, who is ab~-
sent on business of the Prosecution, all the members of the
Defense Counsel, with the exception of Lisutenant Colonel Dwinell
and Dr. Leiling, who are absent on business of the accused, all
the defendants, and the reporter are present.

If the Court pleass, we have a now interpreter to be
sworn.

(Whereupon Gabrisl Ujlaky, a German oivilian, was duly

svorn as court interprater.)

i:T. WILLIAM R, FERL, recalled as & witness for ths Yrosecu~
tion, testified tnrough an interpreter as follows:

LT. CUL. CRAWFURD: Lisutenant Farl, you ars reminded
that you are still uder ocath.

("nereupon Exhibit 74-A was read in the German hng‘u.gs by
the interpreter.)

LT, CUL. CRAWFURD: Prosecution offers in evidence
photo affidavits signed by Georg Preuss as Frosecution's Sxhibits
74-B and 74-C, identifying the pictures of Josef Diafenthal and
Heinz Tomhardt.

DEFENSE COUNSEL: On henalf of the Defsnse, there is
no objection to the picture affidavits or necessity for reading
the same. It is further agreed that they are the pnotographs of
the accused Diefenthal and Tomhardt.

FRISIDENT: There baing no objection, the exnibits
offered by the Frossoution are accepted in evidence and will be

marked Prosecution's Exhibits F=74-B and P-74-0 respectively.
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Tk 100=-5/2¢=8R=2 ("moreupon the dooumnts referred to were marked Prose-

cution's Exnibits P=74-B and P=74-C, were received in evidence
as Prosecution's Exnibits P-74-B and P=74=C respectively, are
attacned hersto and made a part of the record.)

LT. COL, CRAWFURD: You may cross examine.

DEFENSE CUUNSEL: No oross examination on benalf of
the Defenss .

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently

u::a. The witness is exoused.

(Whereupon the witmess was excused and returned to the
Prosscution tabls in the courtroom.)

LT. COL. CRAWFORD: Prosecution calls as its next
witness Karl Hueblsr.

EARL HUEBLER, ocalled as a witness for ths Frosecution,
being first duly sworn, testified through an interpreter as
follows:

(Whareupon the questions, answers and otner procesedings
were translated to the accused.)

DIRECT EXAVINATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (LT. COL. CRAWFORD):

Q State your name.

A Huebler, Karl.

Q What rank did you hold from lo December 1944 to 13
January 19447

A Unterscharfuenrer, Sergeant.

Q Vinat was your organization during that period?

10th Company, 2nd Panzer Grenadier Regiment, LSSAH.
¥ho was your company commander?
1st Lisutenant Preuss.

Would you knew Obersturmfuenrer Preuss if you saw him

(Huebler-Direct) . 946
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A Yes.
Q Look at the defendants seated to your left and see if
he is among those present.
A Yoe, he is here.
VWhat number is he wearing?t
Number 44.
Are you a prisoner of war of the United States?
Yos.
Were you in the Eifei Offensive?
Yos.
7hat date did your company leave the assembly area?
Decsmber 1l6th.
Did your company reacn Bueilingen?
Yeos.
What dete and at what time of day?
On the 17th at about eipnt o'clock.
In the morning or the evening?
In the morning.
What did you see when you entered Buellingent
On entering the town on the left side there was an air
field, on the /rignt side a hedge row. A tank Mark IV, whicu had
besn put out of action, was standing on the rignt in fromt of
whicu four American soldiers with their hands raised above their
heads were standing. Untersturmfuenrsr Ascnendorf with his anti~
aircraft tank and I witn my tank turnsd towards the air field to
make security towards the left. There I received the order to
destroy seven single motor airplanes which were located on that
fiald. Thereupon I returned to the street and joined the colum.

Q "ere did the colum go from thera?

(Huebler-Direct)




Tk 100-5/29=SR~4

A It went into Buelilingen.

Q  Wnat happened?

A In the center of Buellingen tnare was a street going
aoross. It turned to a sharp loft and there we wers attacked
by aireraft. We had to leave the tanks promptly. I had the
machine gun mounted on its mount and we oontinued to go on shortly
thereafter.

Q  Did you see anytning else in Busllingen?

A Towards the end of Buellingen, already Rottenfuenrer
Erecht came towards us with two Americen prisoners of war. He
vas coming from the direction of the gas dump which was located
on the left near the exit from the towmn. Rottenfushrer Brecht
sent the two prisoners of war on a field and snot them in the
back from a distance of about fifteen meters. °

Q How were these two American prisoners of war holding
their hands?

A They had them like this. (Indicating)

LT. COL. CRAVFORD: Let the record show that the witmess
holds both hands above his head.
THE WITNESS: There were four American soldiers, not two

American soldiers.
QUESTIONS BY FROSECUTICN (LT. COL. CRAWFORD):

Q Viere there four or two that Brecht shot?

A Twoe

~ How vere the four American soldiers wnom you had seen
earlier in Buellingen holding their hands?

A They held them above their heads.

What company was Rottenfuenrsr Erecnt in?

Q
A He was in the 10tn Company tco.
Q

Wmt fireurms 4id these two American prisonsers have?

(Huebler-Direct)
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Q Did you see thess prisoners attempt to escaps before
Breoht snog themr

A No. When I saw them they were rumning ehead of them
on the street.

Q Were they walking or running?

A They were walking.

LT. COL. CRAWFORD: You may inquire.

DEFENSE COUNSEL: No oross examination.

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently
“none. The witmess is excused.

(vhereupon the witness was excused md withdrew from the
courtroom.)

LTe COL. CRAVFORD: Prosecution calls as its next
witness Ernst Koenler. This witness has previously testifisd
and is being recalled.

ERNST KOEHLER, recalled as a witness for the Froseoution,
being first duly sworn, testified further through an interpreter
as follows:

REDIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY rROSECUTION (LTs COL. CRAVFORD):

Q State your name.

A Koshler, irnst.

Q 4re you the same Zrnst Koshler who has heretofore testi=
fied in this case?

A Yes.

Q In your former testimony you testifisd that you were in
the Bifel Offensive .

A Yes.

Q On wnat date did your company leave the assembly area?

(Koenler-Redirsct)
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A
Q
A
Q
A
of
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q

On the 16%h of December 1544.

On that date wno was your company commander?

1st Lieutenant Kremser.

What company were you in?

In the lst Company, S8 Panser Reglment, LSSAH.

Dida your company come to Buellingen?

Yes.

Was your compeny commander present when your company

Buellingent

Yes.

Where was he?

He was driving ahead of us.

What did you observe as you entered Busllingen?

I saw Americans come out of a house about 100 meters
us .

How many were there?

Eignt to ten.

How were they holding their 1_':.nd|'i

They were holding their hands above their heads.

Wt firearms did they carry?

They were not bearing any arms.

Were any of the group carrying any objects?

One of them was waving a white pisce of cloth.

How large was this cloth?

About 60 by 70 centimeters.

At the time these American soldiers came out of the

house, did you see Company Conmander Oberstursfuehrer Kremser?

A
Q
A

(Koehler-Redirect)

Yes.
Whers was he?

He was standing in the turret of his vehicle.
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He motioned to the Americen soldiers.

Show ths Court how he motioned.

(Indicating)

LT. COL. CRAWFORD: Let the record show the witmess
ind tk 100 oxtends his right arm and brings it back to his right shoulder.

Sylvia P. follows




What did the American soldiers do?

They then ran towards his car.

What happened then?

When they were about ten meters away from

his vehicle, Kremser's vehlcles opened fire with

machine guns upon them.

Q How many bursts wers fired?
A I couldn't observe any fire. I would say
there were about 50 rounds.
Q What did the Amerlcans do?
A They fell towards the front and remained
lying there.
After they fell did the firing cease?
No, they continued firing.
Did you see these Americans after the
firing ceased?
A We continued to drive on right after that.
I conldn't see them.
Q Did you heer any sounds coming from these
Americans after the firing ceased?
A No, our motors were running while we were
parked.
stated that thit lace was Buellingen.
know 1t was Buell
e refueled in this

and the village w

You may inquire.
ATION

(Ernst Koehler




QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (MR. STRONG)

Q What dutlies did you have in the tank?

A I was the first gunner.

Q Did you have opportunit} from the nlace where
you were sitting to observe what yoﬁ told us just
before?

A Yes.

Q Isn't it a fact that you have only a very
small slit through which you can see, that you have
practically no observation possibility whatsocever?

A This slit, that is not a slit. It's some

optical arrangement.

o

a) Did you ever leave your tank in Buellingen?
A While refueling, yes.
MR. STR( : No further questions.

DEFZINSE COUNSEL: Nothing further.

PRESIDENT: Anything further by the

prosecution?

REDIRECT EXAMINATION (CONTINUED)
ONS BY PROSECUTION (LT. COL. C "ORD)
Q Koehler, will you describ his optical
arrangement througt h 3 tY Americar
Thet 18

How big

across range of about 20 meters.

distance of 100 meters w!

cirele.

(Koehler - Redirect)




101,3sp Q Is that optlcal arrangement movable or is
1t fixed?
A It moves along with a turret.
RECROSS EXAMINATION (CONTINUED)
QUESTIONS RY DEFENSE (DR.LEER)

Q What 1s the optical arrangement attached to?

A It i1s attached in front of my seat so that
I can use it comfortably.
Q Is this ontlcal arrangement which you are
describing the aiming telescope?
A You can consider it to be an aiming
telescope.
Q Besides that-aiming telescope, 1is there
any optical arrangement in the tank?
A The radio operator has some similar con-
'
trivance next to his machine gun.
Q But the first gunner has only this optical
arrangement?
Yes.

Did you yourself fire?

No further guestions.
by the Court?
s excused
tness was excused and wi
PROSECUTION: If the Court pl
prosecutlion calls as its next witress,
tain Byrne will present the next rhase of the

prosecution's cagse.
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WILLIAM PERL, called as a witness for the
prosecution, resumed the stand and further testified
through an interpreter as follows:

CAPT. BYRNE; Lt. Perl, you are reminded

that you are still under oath.

REDIRECT EXAMTNATION (CONTINUED)
QUESTIONS BY PROSHCUTION (CAPT. RYRNE)

Q Are you the same Lt. Perl who has previously
testified in this case?

A Yes, sir.

Q In the course of your interrozation of
witnesses at IP No. 2 at Schwaebisch Hall, did you
have occaslon to interrogate one Paul Ochmann?

A Not as a witness, as a suspect.

Q How often did you interrogate Ochmann as a
suspect?

A Several times.

Q In the course of his interrogations, did
he make any statements to you?

A Yes, sir.

Were these statements reduced to writing?

Q By what method were they reduced to
I dictated the substance of s oral
statements in his presence to Lt. Kramm and Lt.
Kramm redictated it from his shorthand rotes and he
wrote 1t down in his own handwriting.
Who 1s Lt. Kramm that you have described?
Lt. XKramm was the gdjutant of the first

(William Perl - Redirect)
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battalion, first SS Panzer Regiment and as he kmew
shorthand we used him as a stenographer. I mean
German shorthand.

CAPT. BYRNE: I hand the reporter an
instrument and request that 1t be marked Prosecution
Exhibit No. P-75 for ildentification.

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked
Prosecution Exhibilt No. P-75 for identification by
the reporter.)

QUTSTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPT. BYRNE CONTD)

Q Lt. Perl, I hand you Prosecution Exhibit
No. P-75 for identificatlion and ask if you can
identify 1t.

A

Q What is 1t?

A Tt's the wrltten statement made by Paul
Ochmenn referred to by me before, written by him
signed by him.

Q Is that stetement sworn to?

A Yes, sir.

Who took the oath?

I did.

Q Was anyone else present at the time you

interrogated Paul Ochmann?

certainly conducted the Interrogation
alone. I do not think that anyone else was present.
A part of the interrogation Kramm was present.

Q Was this statement which you have identified
made voluntarily by Ochmann?

A Yes,

(William Perl '« Red'rect)
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Q Were any threats or promises made to secure

the statement?

A No, sir.

Q Were any cruel or unusual methods used to
secure the statement?

A No, sir.

Q Would you be able to identify the Paul
Ochmann who wrote and signed this statement if you
saw him again?

A Yes, ar.

Q Would you look in the prisoner's dock on
your left and see if you can identify that man.

A Ves, sir. He 1s present and his number

PRESIDENT: Number 41 stand up. Sit down.

CAPT. RYRNE: The prosecution offers in
evidence the statement of Paul Ochmann which has
been marked P-75 for identification, requests that
it be admitted in evlidence, attached to the record
and marked Prosecution Exhibit No. F-75.

MR. STRONG: The defense objects to the
admission on the grounds which have been previously
stated.

PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled.

The exhibit offered by the prosecution is admitted
into evidence and will be marked Prosecution Exhibit
No. P-75.

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been
previously marked and identified was received in
evidence as Prosecution Exhibit No, P-75 and is

8

(William Perl - Redirect)
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attached hereto and made & part of the record.)

CAPT. BYRNE: Prosecution hands the reporter
an instrument and requests that i1t be marked Exhibit
P-75-A for identiflcation.

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked
Prosecution Exhibit No. P-75-A for identification by
the reporter.)

DAPT. BYRNE: Prosecutlion offers in evidence
a true and currect English translation of the state-

ment of Paul Ochmann and requests that it be marked

Prosecution Exhibit P-75-A,

DEFENSE COUNSET: No objection on behalf of
the defense.

PRESTDENT: There being no objectlion the
exhibit offered by the prosecution will be admitted
in evidence and marked Prosecution Exh!bit No. P-75-A,

(Whereupon the document referred to, was
received in evidence as Prosecution Exhibit No.
P-75-A and is attached hereto and made a part of the
record.)

CAPT. BYRNE: Prosecution requests permission
of the Court to read its exhibit P-75-A.

PRESIDENT: Granted.

CAPT. RYF (Reading)

"I, Hauptscharfuehrer Paul OCHMANN, being duly
sworn, make the following statements.

"During the ETFEL Offensive in December 1944 and
January 1945, I had at that time the rank of Ober-
scharfuehrer and belonged to Headquarters Company of
the 1st Battalion, lst SS Panzer Regiment, "LSSAH."

"On the evening of 15th December 4, Unter-
sturmfuehrer Heinz BUCH of compe e
speech to our Comr v, to those members of Headquarters
Crompany of ‘the Tst Battallon, who participsted in - the

EL, offensive. n this speech Untersturmfuehrer

458
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BUCHHEIM pointed: out, among other things, that the
offensive shead would be decisive. He also said that
we should not take prisoners on account of the
importance of the offensive as we did not have
sufficient men to guard them.

"On the 17th December 1944 - 1t was just starting
to get dark - I saw, near the village entrance in
ENGELSDORF, about 8 American prisoners of war standing
on the right side of the road in front of a house.
All these prisoners wore Americen uniforms; however,
they did not have steel helmets on any longer. Thelr
hands were elther clasped behind the neck, or ralsed
about the head.

"Whether these prisoners stood in front of the
driveway to a garage I cannot tell any longer. When
I saw these prisoners, I went to an SPW, standing in
the immediate vicinity of the house, 'n which sat
Untersturmfuehrer HERING, Platoon Leader of the 9th
Pz. Pi., Company. When I saw the prisoners, I remembered
that irmediatel y before departing from ENGELSDORF,
Sturmbannfuehrer POLTSCHKE shouted something to me
which I could not make out. When I saw the priscners,
the shout of Sturmbannfuehrer POETSCHKE, (which possibly
could have meant that prisoners of war must be bumped
off) occurred to me., I also recelled that Untersturm-
fuehrer RUCHHEFIM said two days previously thet we
should not take any prisoners. Moreover, I was in a
bad mood because I receilved from Untersturmfuehrer
Kurt KRAIM, one hour before, the order to remaln in
INGELSDORF to guard about 30 American vehicles captured
in EnGELSDORF, as well as 8 American prisoners of war,
These 8 prisoners of war, howevsr, are not ldentical
wlith those I saw at the village entrance and shot at
the cemetery. The 8 prisoners which I received from
Untersturmfushrer KRAMM waited farther north of the
village entrance; they were still there during the

v shot the prlsoners who I found at the

entrance.

"For these reasons I went to Untersturmfushrer
1 Here are B pri ers, they
er mani" I W
ot specifically

" Thersunon T to the
i f Untersturnfuehrer 3 &
SUE s o Sturmmann

soners were to be
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101,9sp "SUESS stepped from his vehicle after having
previously taken a weapon from the vehicle. I no
longer know what kind of weapon 1t was. Together with
SUESS I led the prisoners past the SPW of Untersturm-
fuehrer HERING over to the other side of the road. T
cannot tell any longer exactly how far I led the
prisoners but 't was hardly more than 100 meters,
possibly even less.

"Thereby I again went back a short distance on
the road on which we came, therefore north in the
direction towards MALMEDY.

"In the vininity of the cemetery at a place where
the terrain descends on the right of the street, I
stopped the prisoners, who were marching one behind
the other. (If I know say "right", I mean right as
one goes in the directlon towards MALVEDY). I formed
them right at the edge of the road for T selected this
location intentionally because there the bodies could
dron right down the steep terrain without lying in
our way.

"I then indicated to the prisoners with my hand
that they should place themselves with their backs
towards me and therefore with the face towards the
slope, as I intended to kill them by a shot in the
neck and I know that by a shot in the neck the victim
falls forward.

"Thereupon, I first shot the first American prisoner

of war into the nedt from a distance of about 20 cm.

The American was doubtlessly dead. From the motion

he made T saw that he was hit in the neck and he fell
forward, hit, Then agaln with my pistol T shot the
second American prisoner of war in the samse manner

from a distance of about 20 em. I shot him with a

shot into the neck from the rear because I know from
my service with the 'Totenkopf einhelt'! that thils is
the customary way to shoot people.

"Alltold, I myself shot and killed with my pistol
in this menner 4 or 5 of these American prisoners of
war., The others were shot in my ence by Sturmmann
SUESS of the 9th Pz. Pioneer Co, Whi I shot, 8
also shot and after I shot 4 or §, the others we
already shot by SUESS. After I shot these prisoners,
I wallred on along the road towards MALMED'
estimation abont 500 meters bec t

hicle ¥
refore
s
and Sturmmann §
8 prisoners of wa
also a g them. 5 s o
located in the village cause I was of the opinion th
that enough prisoners of war were al eady bumped off.
These 8 prisoners whom brought to the hotel were
g 12 other wounded American prisoners
of war when I left the hotel arqund noon on the 18th
December 1944,
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"At the time of the shooting described by me above
and executed by me in the viclnity of the cemetery o
ENGELSDORF, I wore & black uniform and over % a long
gray-green all-purpose coat. This coat was made of
cloth and 1lined inside. On the heed I wore different
from the gray coat, a black visor cap. I wore high
black boots, I was armed with a plstol which was
attached to the belt.

"For a better understanding of my stetement, I
prepared 2 drawings. On the one marked "A" T drew the
general layout of the entrance to ENGELSDORF. On the
legend is meant: 1 House at which I first saw the
prisoners of war; 2 hotel; 3 another house;4 knocked-
out Panther; 5 knocked out SPW; 6 SPW of Untersturm-
fuehrer HERING: 7 SPW of Sturmmann SUESS; 8 Route of
the American prisoners of war; 9 place of the shooting;
10 cemetery; 11 American vehicdes; 12, 8 prisoners
of war which were turned over to me by Untersturm-
fuehrer KRAMM; 13 amphibious vehicle of Sturmmann
WALTLA; 14 a cafe.

"On drawing "B" I drew a portion of the locality
shown in drawing "A", the place where I first saw the
prisoners and also the location where I together with
STURMMANN SUESS shot the prisoners. The explanation
thereto: 1 House at which T first saw the prisoners;
2 a cafe;3 another house; 4 knocked-out Panther; 5
knocked-out SPW; 6 SPW of Untersturmfuehrer HERING;

7 SPW in which Sturmmann SUESS rode; 8 location of
shooting; 9 cemetery; 10 route of prisoners.

"I made this statement voluntarily and of my
own free will, uninfluenced from duress, threats and
harsh treatment, as well as uninfluenced from pramises
of any kind.

"I swear before God that this statement 1s true and
I am prepared to repeat it under oath before any court.

(signed) Paul OCHMAIN
88 Hauptscharfuehrer
29 March 1946

(Signed) Raphael Shumacker
Capt CMP

and subscr to before me

arch 1948 at

NILLIAM R, PERL
1st Lt M.I. 0-555149
Investigator - Txaminer
W.C.R. USFET"
(Whereupon the statement was read
BT

CA You may cross
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MR. WALTERS: May it please the Court and counsel for the Prosecu=
tions
RECROSS EXAMINATION (Continued)
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Mr. Walters):
Q Lt. Perl, how meny times was Ochmann interrogated?
A I do not know the exact number, but I would guess vblhnn
five and seven times.

Q And was anyone present with you at the time you interrogated

A Not as my recollection, except, in the very last phase, Kramm.

Q Lieutenant, isn't it true that there wes another member of
the interrogation team there part of the time on the occasion when the
statement was taken?

A I don't th.ink 80,

Q Isn't it true, Lt. Perl, that Mr. Harry Thon was there part
of that time?

A I don't think so.

Q You would not say he was not there?

A No.

Q When you first interrogated Ochmann, did he not deny that he
had ever shot American prisoners of war or civilians?

A Yes, he did.

And did he not deny that on several occesions?

Q
A Yes.
Q

And what procedure did you take to obtein this confession from

A We had him giving up elready from the point of the invectige=-
tion when we found out that there were two eyewitnesses to the Ligneu=-
ville killing and those two eyewitnesses described Ochmenn in all details.
I then confronted him with those two eyewiinesses, and he confessed. I

believe, but I am not certain, thet I confronted him slsoc with a witness

862
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who was not bone fide in order to impress him with three witnesses.

Q Then you did confront him with a witness who was not bona fide?

A Yes, I did.

Q And wes it immediately after that that he made a statement?

A That I do not remember. |

Q Did not Ockmeann tell you that he had taken eight prisoners to
the hotel in Engelsdorf?

A Yes, he did, ;

Q And did he not consistently deny the shooting of the other
eight that you desoribed?

A He denied it until he was confronted with those two or probably
three witnesses.

Q Was he told by you that if he would meke the statement, that
nothing would happen to him?

A No.

Q Did you not tell him thet his punishment would be small since
the orders to shoot came from his superior?

A No.

Q Did you not suggest to him that he would get only eight to
ten months' imprisonment if he made the stetement?

‘A No.

Q Now, on the occasion when you obtained this statement, who
was in the cell with you when Ochmann came in?

A Do you mean the final written statement?

Q Yes.

A I couldn't say sny more. He might have been in the cell al-
ready when I entered.

Q On that occasion was there anyone in the cell besides yourself
and Ochmann?

A When I dictated the statement, there was certainly Kremm. I

don't think there was anybody elses

963
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Q Why did you dictate it to Krsmm?

A Because Kramm was the only man in the house, as far as we
knew, who knew German shorthand, and the investigation section wanted
the statements == War Crimes wented the statements == handwritten, and

it took a very long time to be present when y writes a 8 te

Q Do you remember, Lt. Perl, whether one of the interrogations
was on the 5th day of March?

A No, I do not,

Q Would you remember whether that was the day when Mr. Thon was

present in the cell?

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, the witmese has testified that

he doesn't recall anybody being present, and this question is asked the
third time now, whether anybody was present.

PRESIDENT: The objection is sustained,

MR. WALTERS: May I say something? If your Honor please, I believe
the witness definitely answered me on one guestion that he would not say
that Mr. Thon was not present.

LAW MEMBER: He also said that, to the best of his recollection,
Mr. Thon was not present.

MR. WALTERS: That is quite true, your Honor, but my next question
was could he definitely say he was not present, and he said no, he could
not say that.

LAW MEMBER: Well, that establishes it sufficiently for the Court.

Q How long did the interrogation last on the date when the
statement was teken?

A The day the statement was taken there wes no actual interroge-
tion any more, as far as I remember. As far as I remember, it wes dic=
tated to Kremm, but this dictation developed into & kind of interrogation
because Ochmann wanted quite a number of details steted in this state=
ment, and they were teken into the statement,

Q During the periods between his various interrogations, cean you
state whether or not he was denied some of his mulu;l
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A I would not know about it.

Q Was he, on one occasion, placed on a footstool with a cord
around his neck?

A Noe

Q And was he not asked his last desires?

A At none of the interrogations.

Q Did he on ome occasion, when asked what his last desires were,

did he request that he be allowed to see his parents?

A He was never asked by me for his last desire, and n-;cr in my

presence, and he therefore never mentioned his last desires.

Q My question was did he not ask to see his parents on that
ocoasion?

A I don't remember that he ever asked to see his parents.

Q To refresh your memory, Lieutenant, didn't he ask to see his
perents, and it was answered to him that he was a war criminel and that
wish could not be fulfilled?

A I don't remember.

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, the question has been asked, I
think this is the third time, and I think he has answered it now the
third tinme. I object on this ground.

LAW MEMBER: The objection is to be sustained for this reason, Mr.
Walters: The question you asked wes when he wes asked if he wanted any
last wish, did he ask for his parents. Now, the witness answered that
on no occasion, in his presence, was he assked if he wented any last wish,
Now, you are still persisting in asking the same question. If you wish
to ask on any occasion did he simply ask to see his parents, the Court
will permit it.

MR. WALTERS: May I say to the Court that I prefaced that last
question in order that I might refresh Lt. Perl's memory. That is quite
a different situation on cross exemination, I believe.

LAW MEMBER: Suppose you rephrase your entire question now.

965
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Q On one ocoasion when you were interrogating Ochmann and he

consistently denied shooting the eight prisoners, was he dressed enly

with his boots, trousers and shirt, at which time he was struck in the
mouth and blood ceme from his mouth?
A I do not remember the way he was dressed any more, but I know
for certain thet he was never struck. :
Q By your last answer, do you mean to say that he was never
slapped in the face or struck in the abdomen, stomach or chest?
A He was never hit in any way in my presence, and'I was con=
ducting his interrogation.
DEFENSE: Nothing further for the Defense.
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Prosecution?
CAPT. BYRNE: No redirect.
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court?
Apparently there are none. The witness is excused,
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew.)
CAPFT. BYRNE: The Prosecution calls Maria Lochen.
MARIA LOCHEN, called ae a witness for the Prosecution, was sworn
and testified through an interpreter as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Byrne):
Q What is your name?
Maria Lochen.
And where do you live?
In Ligneuville,
What country is Ligneuville in?
In Belgium.
Do you speek snd understand both French and Germsn?
Germen better.
Were you living in Ligneuville on the 17th of December, 19LL?

Yes.

(Marie Lochen - Direot)
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What troops were occupying Ligneuville on that day?
A Americans. ;
Q How long did the Ameriocans remain in Ligneuville? == Did
the Americans move out of Ligneuvills on the 17th? ;

LT. WAELER: If the Court please, the witness hasn't answered the

previous question.
LAW MEMBER: Well, the Court and everyone realizes that the witness
is nervous. We will allow some leeway, but please do not lead the witness.
A There was oombat taking plece there.
Did the combat last all day?
No. Forty=five minutes.
About what time of the day was that?
About 2:15.
Q Did you see any other troops in Ligneuville on the 17th of
December?
A The German Waffen S8.
Q About what time of the day did you see them?
A They arrived at about 2:15.
Q With reference to the highway from Malmedy, where is your
home located?

A On the right side going toward Malmedy.

Q Is it in the center of the village, or toward the edge of the
village?
A Somewhat toward the edge of the village.
Q Calling your attention to the late afternoon of the 17th of
December, did anything unusual happen in the vicinity of your home?
Yes.,
What was it?
American prisoners were shot.
Did you see them shot?

Yes. I saw as the three last ones were shot.
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Do you know how many were shot?

Eight,

How do you kmow that?

I saw the shots and saw them right there afterwards.
About what time of the day did this ocour?

At about four thirty.

Do you know who did the shooting?

Yes.

o P o p O PP O P O

Who was it?

>

Two of them. One of them was in charge and the other one did
the shooting. They were from the Waffen SS.
Q When you say Waffen 88, do you mean German soldiers?

Yes.

How do you know they were Germans?

Well, they had captured the Americans there.

Could you tell us how they were dressed?

Yes.

Will you desoribe it, please.

Grey uniforms with a patch Leibstandarte Waffen 8S Adolf
Hitler here (indicating).
Did you observe the men who were doing the shooting?
Yes.
Can you tell the Court how they were dressed?
The Germans?
Yes.
Grey, the way German soldiers ars uniformed -- in grey.
What kind of coat, if sny, did they wear?
1 can't really say that exactly.
With reference to your home, where were these Americans shot?

On our side == on the right side of our house.

About how far away from the house?

P o » © > O PP O p O b O

Five or six meters.
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Was it anywhere near the highway?
Yes,

About how far?

The edge of the road,

Can you desoribe the edge of the roed?

Yes.
What does it look like?
What it looks like?

o » O P O P O P O

Well, is it level?

-

Yes.

CAPT. BYRNE: The Prosecution hands the reporter a photograph to
be marked Prosecution Exhibit P-TA for Identification.

(Whereupon the photograph was marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P=76
for Identification by the nportn;.)

Q The Prosecution shows you what has been marked Prosecution
Exhibit No. P=76 for Identification and asks you if you can identify it.

A Yes.

Q Can you tell the Court what it is?

A Yes.

Q  What is it?
A This is where the Americen prisoners were lying while they
were being dug up from under the snow,
Q Do you recognize the house in the background of the picture?
Yes.
Whose house is 1t?
That is the house next to the post office.
Is this a picture taken eanywhere near your home?
Yes.
Now, looking at the picture, can you recognize the highway?
Yes.

Where is it?

(Meria Lochen = Direct)




A Here (indicating).

CAPT. BYRNE: Let the record show that the witness indicated the
left side of the photograph.

Q Now, is the place where you have indicated the Amesrican sole
diers lay when they dug them out of the smow at the same level as the
highway?

A Noe

Q What is the difference?

A There is a ditch there, and a ditch here, and this out here

in the field (indicating).

CAPT. BYRNE: Let the record show that the witness indicated the
right=hand side of the photograph when referring to the ditch.

CAPT. NARVID: If it please the Court, I object because we cannot
determine what she is indicating.

LAW MEMBER: Somebody get around there and watch it. That is the
proper procedure.

CAPT. NARVID: Have you a copy of it?

CAPT. BYRNE: I have, but I can't give you a copy until it is in
evidence.

CAPT, NARVID: For identification?

CAPT. BYRNE: Oh, yes.

The Prosecution offers in evidence Prosecution Exhibit No.
P=76 for Identification, and requests that it be admitted in evidence,
attached to the record, end marked Prosecution Exhibit Wo. P=T6.

CAPT. NARVID: No objection.

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit offered by the
Prosecution is admitted in evidence end will be marked Prosecution
Exhibit No. P=76.

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously marked
and identified, was received in evidence as Prosecution Exhibit No. P=76

and is attached hereto end made a part of the racord.)
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You have testified that you did not see the first shots
Is that right?

Yes.

Did you hear those shots fired?

Yes. ‘

Where were you at the timet

In the barn. v

Did you remain in the barn?

No.

When did you come out of the barm?

A short while afterwards. .

Was the shooting still in progress when you came out?

Yes.

A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q

How long did the bodies remain at the plage you have indi-

A About six weeks.
Q Were you present at the time they were removed?
A Yes,

CAPT. BYRNE: The Prosecution hands the reporter a document to be

marked Prosesution Exhibit No. P¢77 for Identification.
(Whereupon the document was marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P=77
for Identificetion by the reporter.)
Q I show you what has been marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P=77
for Identification and ask if you cen recognize it.
A Yes.
What is it?
This is our house (indicating).
What are you pointing to as indicating "our house"?
That is where I live.
Is there & number in the place you are indicating?

Yes.

(Meria Lochen = Direct)




What is it?

A ¥o. 1. :

Q And, indicating the long lines that have been drawn on the
paper, what do they represent?

A The edge of the road.
Do you know where that road goes?
To Malmedy. ‘
Do you know who prepared this sketch?
Yes.
Who was it?
I put the numbers in.
When was that done? Do you remember?
In March.
Is this your signature that appears on the instrument?
Yes. ‘
What does the number 2 as shown on the sketoh indicate?
The bakery.
And what do the numbers L, 5 and 6 on the sketch indicate?
Where the Americen prisoners who had been shot were lytng..
And what does the number 7 indicate?
Hotel Rupp.
Did you see eny other prisoners of war on that same day?
Yes.

Where were they?

Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A

In front of the bakery next to the walls leading to the cellar

Is there & number on the sketch at that point?
Yes.

What is it?

No. 3.

CAPT. BYRNE: The Prosseution offers in evidence a sketch, identi-
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fied by the witness, which has been marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P=77
for Identifiocation, and requests that it be admitted into evidence, at-
tached to the record, and marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P=77.

MR. WALTERS: The Defende objeots on the grounds that the witmess
herself did not draw the sketch, and there is no groundwork laid to
show that the sketch even spproximates the dimensions and distances on
the actual ground as shown on the sketch.

CAPT. BYRNE: I believe the witness, in the course of her testi-
mony, has indicated that certain marks that are on the sketch have been
placed there by her to identify certain spots. The sketch, in and of
itself, does not purport to be an accurate portrayal of the place that
it describes. It is only offered in evidence to assist the Court in
visualizing the locale.

MR. WALTERS: Now, if the Court please, the Prosecution, by his
own answer, hes shown that the sketoh is inadmissible, because he admits,
if your Honor please, that there are no distances shown. There is no
possible way from the sketch to show the relative positions of these
spots. Further, if the Court please, all thai the witness put on there -=-
admits she put on -~ was certain numbers indintin; certain spote and
objects, and if the sketoh was not made or attempted to be made accord-
ing to scale of any kind, the Prosecution, edmitting that, admits that
the sketch is not sdmissible to show the ciroumstences and the lay of
the ground sround there. Such & sketch, finally, if your Honor please,
will be very prejudicial to any defendants that may be involved in this
incident, because the Court or eny reviewer cannot possibly get from
this sketch eny true picture of what distances were and where these
verious objects lie in relastion to each other.

CAFT. BYRNE: If the Court please, mey I ask one further question.

Q Miss Lochen, does this sketch which I have shown you -- is it

a reasonsble pertraysl of your home, what you have described as the

bekery, the street, and the placas where you have testified you found

the bodies?
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MR. WALTERS: Just & minute, before she answers. Tell her not

to enswer. We object to that question, your Honor, because there has

been no groundwork laid here to show that this witness has eny ability
whatever to make a sketch or to sey that this sketch could come enywhere
near the dimensions on the ground there. Omly such a person as a sur-
veyor or an erchitect or an engineer would be able to show this to be a
proper sketch: That, your Honor, I believe is & proper rule of evidence.

CAPT. BYRNE: The objection was raised to the last question, your
Honor.

LAW MEMBER: The objection is overruled. On behelf of the Court,

I will make a ruling on the sketch at the present time. Approximately
thirty-five sketches and diagrams have already been admitted in evidence
to aid the Court in showing a ressonable picture of the location being
described. The Prosecution has asked the witmess the very question the
Court wes going to ask the witness == if this sketch represents e
reasonable diegram of the esrea involved == and if the witnees answers in
the affirmative, the sketch will be admitted to aid the Court. The Court
will determine the value.

Q Is that a reasonable portrayel of the area indicated as your
home, the bekery across the street, and the highway which runs in front
of your home?

A Yes.

PRESIDENT: The exhibit offered by the Prosecution is admitted inte
evidence and will be marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P=77.

(Whereupon the document referred to, having previcusly been marked
and identified, was received in evidence as Prosecution Exhibit No. P=77
and is attached hereto and made & part of the record.)

CAPT. BYRNE: You may orou.axumina.

CROSS EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Cept. Narvid):

Q Mrs. Lochen, you testified that you saw the Germens who did

the shooting?
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Q
ocourred?

A

Q

A

Q
curred?

A

Q

Yes.,
How many did you see?
Two.

Could you recognize any of them?
No.

How far away is the barn from the plece where the shooting

Ten or twelve meters.
And where were you standing at the time the shooting ocourred?
In front of my house,

How fer is the house from the place where the shooting oec=

Five or six meters.

I show you Prosecution Exhibit No. P=76 and ask you if this

is the house in front of which you stood.

A
Q
A

CAPT.

QUESTIONS
Q
the other

A

Q
A
Q
A
Q

A
the other

Q

No.

What is that?

That is a house of the neighbors, of the post office.
NARVID: I have no further questions.

BY DR. LEER:

Is it correct that you said that you saw one men shoot while
one was in charge?

Yes.

How did you determine that one of them was in charge?

I heard it.

What did he say, or what did he do?

"Let's go."

Do you know this order, "Let's go," as an order to shoot?
They had to merch across the road and stend there, and then
one shot them. I saw that with my own eyes.

Did you bhear ang other shots before those shote’ which allegedly

killed those soldiers?

(Maria Lochen ~ Cross)
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Yes.

Q How long before then did these shootings occur?

A Well, I was standing in my barn and I heard the‘ shots, and
as I walked out the three last ones were just being walked over there
and shot.

Q That wasn't my question. I asked whether you heard any shots
before those shots which killed those prisoners.

A Well, before those prisoners were shot there was some combat,
but thet was all over. There wasn't sny more fighting.

Q Did you hear any other shots prior to these shots? You said

during the fighting. Now, when did you hear these shots? One hour

before then, or five minutes before then, or what?

A Several minutes.

] When did you first read this patch on the sleeve?

A All Waffen S8 had that.

Q I asked you when you first read this patch on the sleeve,
end how do you know that it says on there Leibstandarte Adolf Hitler?

A When I saw the Waffen 88 for the first time.

Did he stick his arm out to you so you could see the patoh?
One could see that,

Your house is across from the bakery?

Yes.

Q Did you see a tall man with a yellow jacket shortly after
the arrivel of the German troops?

CAPT. BYRNE: If the Court pleasse, I think they are going a bit
afield. The witness has testified to nothing with reference to any
yellow jacket or any other dress on direct exsmination.

DR. LEER: Might I comment upon that. The witness testified as to
the time. The marmhing route would be essential for the determination
of time, and that, as the Court will reelize, is the purpose of my ques~

bien.
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PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled.

Q I will repest my question to you. Did you see a man in a
yellow Jl-okoﬂ

A ¥o.

DR. LEER: No further questions. Thank you.

MR. WALTERS: If it please the Court, may I ask the witness a few
more questions?
QUESTIONS BY Ilﬁ. WALTERS ¢

Q I hand you the photograph identified as Frosecution Exhibit
No. P=76, in which you have identified a house as being that of your
neighbor.

A Yes.

Q In relation to that house of your neighbor, where does your
house stand on the photograph?

A Over here.

MR. WALTERS: The witness points away from the lower right-hand
corner of the photograph.

Q How far is your house from the spot where the two figures are
stending, with apparently two figures lying down in the photogrsph?

A Well, I can't say as exactly as all that. Several meters.

Q Was your home as far awey toward the lower right«hand corner
of the picture from that spot where the two figures are as the home of
your neighbors?

A No.

Q There is spparently a fence corner in the photograph, to which
I am pointing. Was your house as far away from the figuree as that
fence corner?

A It might be about that.

Perheps farther?
Yes.

Showing you the sketch merked as Prosecution Exhibit No. P=77,

p—
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will you point on the sketoh and mark where the neighbor's house in
looated thet is shown on the photograph?

A The one of the neighbor that is on here?

Yes.
You can't get it on here.
It would be beyond the right=hand side of the sketch then ?
Yes,
MR, WALTERS: That is all,
DEFENSE: Nothing further for the Defense.
LAW MEMBER: Does the Defense care to have this witness appear
before the Court again?
DEFENSE: It is entirely contingent on whether they are through
with the Engelsdorf inoident.
CAPT. BYRNE: We are not. We do not om template sending this wite
ness for a few deys, sir,
PRESIDENT: Fine. Any questions by the Court?
Apparently there are none. The witness is excused,
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew.)
MR. WALTERS: If it please the Court, could the Defense request
thet the Prosecution make a copy of the sketoh, that we might use it?
PRESIDENT: A1l right.
MR. WALTERS: Thank you,
PRESIDENT: The Court will adjourn until 0830 Fridey morning.
(Whereupon the Court adjourned at 1235 hours 29 May 1946, to be

reconveyed at 0830 hours 31 Mey 1916.)
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVI

I George Miller assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army,

APO 633, as an interpreter, having b duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is

a true and accurate rendering of the G an original of the state ut of

Friedel BUDE
taken on 12 April 1946 at Schvithisch Hall, Germany,
before ... WILLIAW R, PERL, 18t Lt., M.I.

consisting of 2 pages, into English.

1, the deponent; further state that T speak German and Euglish fluently and am fully qualified as an expert
German-English interpreter by reason of the following qu

l. German is my native tongue.

2, I spem the first twenty years of my life in Germany end went to
elementary school there.

3« I came to the United States in 1928,

4« I had two years of English in secondary school in Germany. My other
knowledge of Engl.ish has been derived from study by myself.

5+ I have been married for the past six years to a British subject and
Speak English continually at home. My wife does not speak German,

6. I have been in the United States amy fa the past 2-1/2 years,
haviug Leen discharged in November 1945 and have been employed by the War
Department as a German-English interpreter since January 1946.

/Z@a—/‘;t )é/&%zu
il :
Sworn and subscribed 10 before me this &2 fay of W EL A
at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany.




I, Unterschar, Friedel BOIE, being duly sworn state the
following:

During the EIFEL Offensive in December 1944, I was Group ILeader
of the 1lst Group of the 2nd FPlatoon of the 3rd Fanzer Pi Co, lst SS
Pz Pl Btl.

My platoon leader was Untersch.Max EEUTNER; my Co.Commander,
Ostuf ,Franz SIEVERS.

In my capacity as group leader, two SFW's were under my colmand
although already on 16th December 1944, my Co. Commander Ostuf . SIEVERS
took over a vehicle which belonged to my group because his own SFVW had
dropped out and this vehicle of my group had a speciel radio telephone
equipment which was necessary to my Co.Commander,

Since the afternoon hours of 16th Dec 1944 therefore,practice
ally only one vehicle stood under my command as group leader. This
vehicle was continuously under my commend until I was wounded near
LA GLEIZE on 22nd Dec 1944,

During this whole time this vehicle which remained under my
command had the following crew: I, myself as SPW commander, Stm Herbert
LOSENSKI as troop lesder (2nd in coumand as squedleader), Strm Friedel
KIES (M Gunner) Otto BURKHARDT who was at that time Strm or Schuetze
(r ifleman) Johann WASENBERGER who was at that time either Schuetze or
Strm (rifleman; Rottf MUNKEL (driver) and also possibly Strm or Schuetze
HUMMEL,

The number of men in my crew was larger than is customary for
an SHW because I took several men to me who otherwise rode in the other
S ™i under my command.

I made this statement volunyarily and out of my own will,
uninfluenced by force, threats, or hersh treatment and uninfluenced by
promises of any kind,

I ewear before God that the s tatements which I mede in this
deposition are true and am [repared to repeat same under oath before any
courts

(signed) Iriedel BODE
SS Uschae
12, Lo 19468

Witnessed:
RAPHAEL SHUMACKER
CAPT.CMP,

Sworn to and subscribed to before me this 12th
day of April 1946 et Schwabisch Hall,Germany.

WILLIAM R. FERL
1st Lt,MeI. 0-555149
Inv,Examiner

W.C.B. USFET
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1,
sworn, make the following staremen! under oath:
Ioh & “ 2

, being first daly

A ohd ich erst recit-
mdpig eingeschworen wurde, muche die folgende Aussage unter Eid

The nbove two photographs are photographs of the same SEURM. tzj‘c‘d{‘
LE.S... _.mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated.... _,dguj 29%%..

zwel lelngrapll en sind Photographien

g T . von mir in meiner
datiert 7944

Gt/ Hoe

“Firdl Name (Vorname) Last Name (Zunnmt)

4 L
LS QAT VRYCY

Rank (Diénstgrad)

3 et 4 12 RKAT. L7 dH
Organization during Eifel Offensive
Einhelt wihrend des Eifel-Einsalzes

Sworn to_gnd subscrib

v ,(_{ £ day of.

numlmsturmg o
; Arm or srrvlu
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT

1 Walter 4, Hert assigned to War Crimes Brandy, United States Army,
APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is

a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of
Friedel BODE

taken on 11 AFRIL 1946 at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany.

before WILLIAM R PBRL. lst Lt. M.

consisting of b pages, into English.

! the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert

Germa nglish interpreter by reason of the following qualifications:

le My native tongue is German,

24 I studied English for seven years in school in Berlin,
Germany,

3¢ I lived in England from 1935 to 1937 and in the United
States from 1937 to 1944,

4o From March 1944 to November 1945, I served as an interpre ter
with the office of Mlitary Government,

5« Since 3 December 1945 I have been assigred to the War Crimes
Branch JUsS.F.E.T, as & civilian GermaneEnglish interpre tery

olhe, A Hoof
WALTER A+ HART
Sworn and subscribed 1o before me this 28 day of W /744
at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany.

ar Crimes Branch,

/0 2.
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I, Friedel BODE, being duly sworn make the following
declaration under oath:

During the EIFEL Offensive in December 1944 I was a
member of the 2nd Platoon, 3rd Pz, Pi. Co. ISSaH,

On 17 December 1944, coming from BUELLINGEN,we reached
a big road-crossing which was located about 4 km north of
ENGELSDORF, At this road-crossing we took the left turn around
the curve towards ENGELSDORF and stopped on the right side of the road
in front of a big pasture on which were about 80 to 100 American prisoners
of war.

I was present when German soldiers, among them numerous
members of my platoon shot at these American prisoners of war,

This deposition consisting of one handwritten pege was made
by me voluntarily, uninfluenced by force,duress, threats or promises
of any kind.

I swear before God that those statements which I have made
here are true and I am prepared to repeat sams before any court of
Justice,

/8/ Friedel BODE
S8 Uscha,
11 Apr 1946,

Sworn to and subscribed to before me this
eleventh day of April 1946, at Schwabisch Hall
Germany

WILLIAM R PERL

18t Lt,M.Ie O= 555149
Investigator=Examiner

W.C.B. USFET
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1, Joseuh ned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army,

APO 633, as an interpr aving been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is

a true and accurate rende of the German original of the statement of

Johann WASXNBERGHR
taken on 16 April 1946 at Schwihisch Hall, Germany,
hefore . Robert E. Byrne, lst Lt., JAGD
onsistisg of -2, pages, into English.

nent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert
h interpreter by reason of the following qualifications:

le My nstive Songue is Germene
l k armed sghish thro atudy of the language for 2 hcars inm Hign

year in college, and oight momihs of evening classce, all

n anglish contiouously since Scptember 197y, shen I emme to
the Unite sve In Sepiomper of L94L I joined tho United States Army.

Ll\

v«,A/‘

coursw a% camy Hitehis, HMaryland, conducted by the Military Intelligone

Fro jebruary until tie latter part of April 1947, 4 attonded tic Lia
frajaing Gent u'

From dunc L944 until September L 45, 1 served continuoualy os an IiW
interrogpsor, fn which cepacity I wae comstantiy reguired to tramsiate
Gervsan into lnglish, ano viee verea.

Sipek Junuary Mub, I have been assigned o the Ner Urimes Eranch,
UelipF.iulle 08 b civilian Gurmanesnglion inter;reter.

il

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 28 day of (74L&
at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany.

ar Crimes Branch AISFET
&,d Al p
= (,/ } (/)S )"/ G
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1. Johann WASENBERGER, having rirst been duly sworn,
upon dath make the following statement:

At the time of the EIFEL campaign in December 1944, I
was Pioneer in the 2nd platoon, 3rd Panzer Pioneer Company
(TN-3rd Armored Fngineering Co.) lst SS Panzer Pionser
Battalion (TN-Armosed Engineering Bn) "LSSAH".

Shortly prior to the EIFEL campaign in December 194l the
platoon leader of the lst Flatoon 3rd Pz. Pi. Co. gave a company
orientation in our assembly area which was in a big forest in
the vicinity of HLANK:NHEIM. He said av that the following:

"The importance of this coming campaign is
tremendous. We will receive support for it of all
possible weapons. We also will have air superiority
at our disposal. Troops in Ameéricen uniforms will
precede us and create confusion among the enemy.
Should you encounter such people who wave their steel
helme ta over their heads then you will not open fire
at them. In this campaign you will not take any
prisoners of war."

During the EIFEL campaign I experienced at various places
that no prisoners of war were taken., However, I only re-
member one place where I myself received the order to shoot
one prisoner of war.

It was on 17th December 1944, in the early afternoon hours
when we reached a crossroads about 4 km. narth of EN-ELSUORF.
At this crossroads coming from BUMLLINGEN, where we had rerueled,
we vurned left at the curve towards ENGELSDORF. When we drove
left around the curve there was on the righthand side of the road
a house; nexv to this house on the righthend side of the road was
a pasture in front of which we stopped on the righthand side ox
the road. I then noticed that at this pasture were a great
number of American prisoners of war, part of them dead and some
of them alive. I woula like to state that these prisoners of war
were already lying on the ground. At this time our SPW crew was
as follows: Unterscharruehrer BUDE (SPW Commendant), Sturmmann
LOSENSKT, Pioneer JIRASSIK, Pioneer KIES, and I myself, Pioneer
WASNBIRGER. Those are all the names which today I am still able
10 remember.

After Unterscharruehrer BODE, Sturmmann LOSENSKI, and Unter-
scharfuehrer BEJINER had spoken tor a shart while, Unterschar-
fuehrer BODE suddenly opemed tire av the pisoners who were still
lying on the ground and thrashing around.

Th pon LOSENSKI p d with the hand at one prisoner of
war who was svill alive and ordered me to give this man the mercy
shot, I had to carry out this arder and shot with my carbine 98
at this prisoner. I am certain that this prisoner didn't continue
to suffer and that he was dead, because afterwards he did not move
any longer. This is the only time during the ELFEL campaign that
I received the order to shoot at prisomers of war. I would like to
add that other German soldiers as well shot at this place at
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American prisonmers of war who were lying at this crossroads.

However, I am not able to say any more with certainty the names
of these people.

Iumediately after this shooting was over we drove on in the
directvion of LNGELSDORF.

This stavement consisting of 5 pages was made by me volun-
tarily uninrluenced by any duress, threat, coercion or promise
of any nature.

I swear to God that the facts I have stated in this statement

are true and I am ready to repeat same under oath before any
court of justice.

(signed) Johann WASENBERGER
16 April 1946

Subscribed and sworn to berore me
this lbth day or April 1946

Robert k. BYRNE
1st Lt. JAGD
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FRIEDEL §

Lo JoHANN... WASENBERGER  being first duly
\worn make the following statement under oath :
Ich "JM RNN.. WASENGERGER nadidem ich erst recht-
mdpig eingesdvoren wurde, mudie die jnlumlv Aussage unter Eid

The cbove two photographs are photogrophs of the same JJ.ML&B}.{..H.A_B_E.MJ_&!R
menticned by me in my affidavit, dated /.. RAPRIL 194 k.

Die ob’ycn zwei Photographien sind Photographien desselbigen /A/r"RJLNMI‘ RER
GLOLRE..... v VOM mir in meiner ei
datiert 24 22011 1946 s

L4 s

Yol Rulsndrrga
F{rii’ Name (Vorname) Last N;‘u (Zaname)

b4 M prrn
Rank (Dienstgrad)

I, Pl AT, L35 RN
Organization during Eifel Offensive
Einheit wihrend des Eifely
Sworn fo and sabscrivgd before, me this lEx{{ Yk
Ze day of At ! I —

= L ER

0//iur administerig oath o
o A®
/9 0
//2\ Rank E Arm or Smalu
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT

PAUL REITZER

1 assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army,
APO as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attadhed English translation is

a true accurate rendering of the German original of the state
Erich RUMPF
taken on 22 March 1945 at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany,
hefore WNILLIAM R. PERL,. .18t Lt., M. I.
consisting of .17 . pages, into English.
and 5 sketches
Iy the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert
nglish interpreter by reason of the following qu
l. My native tongue 1s German.
2. I have spoken English for seven years.
3. I studied English for four years at school in VIENNA, Austria.
4. I 1ived in England from 1939-1940.

5S¢ I 1lived in the United States from 1940 until I left the
United States with the American Army in May 1944,

6. Since the 4th of February 1946, I served as interpreter wit
the War Crimes Branch in Wiesbaden, Germany.

R0 (@ Tger

Paul Reltzer

_4
i bitiectiiaa fo bstors s LR T, Saysat W L IA

sch Hall, Germany.

Var Crimes "r.nd/A USFET
v € &
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I, Erich RUMPF, Obersturmfuelrer, after first being
duly sworn, make the following statement under oathi

During the EIFEL offensive I was Company Commender
of the 9th Panzer Pioneer, lst SS Panzer Regiment, L.SS.A.H.
which was assigned to the Armored Group, commended by Joachim
FEIPER, then Obersturmbannfuehrer.

Bver since May 1944 I was under the camand of Obersturm-
bannfuehrer PEIFPER as my company belonged to the lst SS Panzer
negiment L.SS.A.He

I make the following statement about the events during the
EIFEL offensive.

I

Qrder pertaining to application of terror methods in re-
&£ard %o shooting of prisopers of war.

l.) Before the start of the LIFEL offensive in November
and the first days of December 1944, the first SS Panzer
Regiment was stationed in the area of WEILERSWIST.

Already at that time it was made clear to us that on ac-
count of the importence of the caming offensive, the rules of
warfare which up to then had been followed in the west, would
not be strictly adhered to. These deviations from the rules
which up to then were adhered to in the west already became
apparent at the san able exercises by remarks of Obersturm-
bannfuehrer PEIFER and Sturmbannfuehrer FOETSCHKE, commander
of the lsv battalions

Formal orders along these lines were not issued at that
time, but the policy to be followed was already apparent, I
know that Obersturmbannfuehrer FEIFPER said emong other things,
during the sand-table exercises or during the following of-
ficers' meetings in regard to the conduct of warfare in the
coming offensive, "Also a bad reputation has its commitments®.

I don%t know how the other officers understood "bad reputation®.
I personally recall a case in RUSSIA in which we had to set fire
to en entire village or about 2000 inhabitants, and had to shoot
the whole civilian population on orders., This crime certainly
contributed to the foundation of what is meant by the bad repu-
tation of the SS.

Besides this remark of PEIPIR I can also remember that
Sturmbennfuehrer FOEISCHKE already declared either during the
sana-table exercises or the following officers' meetings that
no parden would be granted in the caming offensives also,
other remarks having the same sense were made by Obersturmbann-
fuehrer FEIPER and Sturmbannfuchrer POEISCHKs at that time, but
the wards I do not remember any longer.
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5 r military inferiority, it
we r \ ear at t > that the in tion isted
to spread among the enemy terror and frignt, and that we
were to carry on in a way which up to then was not followed
in the west.

2as The first formal issuance of orders in regard to
use of terror methods happened on the 12th o 13th December
194 at the Hegimental Command Fost in WEILIRWIST. At that
time I was ordered to the command post. There I was met by
an Ordnance officer whose name I do not remember any mores
The Ordnance officer presented to me a secret regimental
order which I read through in his presence« The contents of
this order were as followsi

"The armored group has the mission to break
through and gain space in depth, the fire-power
and 'punch' are strong; the armored group is weak
from an Infantry point of view, therefore, the
armored group has to keep its strength together
by all means, and under no circumstances should
split up its power. All other missions such as
guarding of prisoners of war, mopping up of vil-
lages belong to the Infantry accompanying the
armored group, or directly following its There-
fore, the situation can arise when prisoners of
war have to be shot and if necessary the resistance
has to be broken by terror."

These are the words of the order es fer as I can remember.
Naturally, it is possible that one or another word was added.
However, I believe that the words are carrect and, in any case
I have quoted in my own words, the sense of this order.

While I was reading this order, Joachim FPEIPER, the Com=-
mander of the Armored Group, entered the roam in which I
stoode He glanced at the paper and then repeated with a slight
smile what he already said before. He mid: "Also a bad reputa-
tion has its commiuments®.

Obersturmbanntuehrer PEIPER then added, "Also, tell your
men and impress upon them, so you don't experience a failure,
that no one must stay behind because every man and every
vehicle are needed."

Before I left the command post at that time I had to sign
that I would not talk to anyome about the pa'ts of the order
which referred to the employment of terror methods ama the
possible shooting of prismners of war except to those who had
to know it in line of dutye In my opinion this was a prevent-
ive action in case of capture. Fossibly far the same resson
this order never went to my company in writings I only got to
read ite

To better understand part 2a of this statement I have made
a sketch which I attach to this statements It is merked with
"A" and shows the position o the regimental commend post at
WEILERSWIST. The attached sketch marked *B* shows the ccumand
post proper.

Pss
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Hereon means (on Sketch "B"):
I« Roam of Obersturmbamfuehrer PLIFER.

II. Room of Regimental Adjutant Hauptsturmfuehrer
GRUHLE in which I read the order.

Room of Ordnance Officer aml Regimental Office.

Kitchen
a) Table
b) Couch
¢) Closet

2b.) On the seme day on which I signed the ovder de-
scribed in 2a, also a written regimentel order arrived at
my companye This order was supposed to be read to the mem
ot the company before the beginning of the offensive. It
demanded of the men complete exertiom of their efforta. In
regard to the prisoners of war this order said figuratively
the same as was said in the secret order signed by mee This
order which was to be read to the company reminisced, among
other things, about the women and children who were killed
by the American bombers, and it said that in this offensive,
German soldiers and especially the mem in the west would have
the opportunity to take revenge for the bombardments. Further-
more, I know for sure that this written order which I had to
read expressly stated that our reputation must precede us to
terrorize our enemies. Whether this regimental order speci-
fically mentioned prisoners of war, I do not recall any longer.
I am sure of it that the order which had Yo be read did not
specifically say that it was not allowed to take prisoners of
war, However, I am jusit as certain that by mentioning the
bembardments in connection with the appeal, that our reputation
had to precede us to terrorize our enemies, conveyed to every
man, in effect, that in case he did shoot prisoners of wer, this
would be in line with what 18 permitted.

3¢) The regimental order described in 2b I read on 13
December 194, to my company essembled in the school building
in BADORKIKDQFe Furthermore, I instructed my men on this
occasion in accordance with the expressed ovder of Ober-
sturmbannfuehrer PEIPIH to the effect that the vehicles and
men had to ksep togethers In regard to prisoners of war I did
not add anmything to the order reads At the interrogation I
was told that men in my company claim I gave an explicit order
according to which no prisoners of war would be takens ‘‘'hese
men are mistekene As I already said, iv appeared from the order
which I received from the regiment, and which I read without
ocamment, that the use of terror methods wes desired by the regi-
ment, and evidently some men in my regiment drew their own con-
clusions fram this order and accepted it as an order given by me,

II.
Shooting ot Prisoners of jar befo.e the Uross=roads near
mmﬁu—————ﬂ-———————._&._—_
—_—

l.) BUELLINGEN, Unterscharfuehrer Leo SIER of the 2nd
Platoon, 9th Panzer Pionesr was with his SPW and probably a

Hae Lssal
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second SPW assigned to one of the companies of the armored
group as pioneer, Which company it was I do not know any
longers. Anyhow, it was one of the companies which parvici-
pated in the battles for BUELLINGEN.

On the 18th December, SIIR brought me an American
leather combination flying suit which I exchanged tor my old
uniforme Hereby SIER reported to me: "No prisoners of war
were taken in BUELLINGEN: At the airport where I got the
cambination flying suit, and in the houses of BULLLINGEN, we
shot American priscners ot war."

2+) Also in BUALLINGEN Unterscharfuehrer HAAS from the penal
group of the Panzer Pioneers did, according to his own statement,
shoot same American soldiers. HAAS told me, "I still found
Americans in the houses in BUILLINGEN and bumped them off." HAAS
drove into BUELLINGEN together with me; at this time there was no
more action in BUELLINGEN any more and HAAS entered the houses
without an order fram me to search for hidden Americens. Hereby
he probably took men along from his penal group. Who these men
were I do not know., HAAS made the report to me described above
when I was at the western exit of BUELLINGEN and he was apparent-
1y pleased to have bumped off the Americans.

III

The ts_at the G .

Caming from BUELLINGEN I arrived about noon at the cross-
roads where the street turns sharply left towards ENGELSDORF,
and from where it is about 3 kilometers to ENGELSDOnF. Hereby
I drove in the leading vehicle of that part of my company which
had no definite units of pioneers attacheds This remaining
portion left to me comprised about one-third of my company «
Other than myself, the crew of my vehicle was composed of:

Unterscharfuehrer Walter KOQRF - Company troop leader
Unterscharfuehrer Karlheinz HAGESTEDT - Radio Unterfuehrer
Rot tenfuehrer Richard WECK - Messenger and machine gunner
Stunmann VEIL - SPH driver.

Untersturmfushrer Gunther GIRING, actually nov belonging to
my vehicle, drove, however, from BUELLINGEN with me. Immediately
behind me, maybe one-half minute or so later, the next vehicles
of my company arrived. The sequence of these vehnicles I cannot
recall any longer. It mist have been vehicles of my lst Platoon
thoughs At the time of my arrival on these cross-roads a Panzer
IV stood perhaps 4O meters eway from these cross-roads on the
road towards ENGELSDORF. It stood on the right side of the road.

At the house located at the crossing stood two personnel
vehicles. It is possible that these were jeeps, captured b y us
previously. Anyhow, these vehicles had German drivers who ape
parently had arrived with them.

I do not recall to have seen any priscners of war right at
the time of my arrival., However, it is possible that this has
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slipped my memorye, I remained standing at those cross-
roads where at that time there was yet no traffic jam.

The road was open. While I stood there, still in my SPW
Untersturmfuehrer HERING went to the Panzer IV, described
previously, which stood at the right side of the road be-
hind the curve, and talked with the commander. Who the
comandier of this Panzer IV was I don't know any longers

Y¥or a better understanding of the situation of this locality
at the time of my arrival, I have made a sketch which I have
marked *C" and also attach it to this statement. On this
sketeh is meants

A. American soldiers in field.

1, Panzer IV with the commander of which HERING
talked.

2+ 2=3 men of the lst pattalion with machine
pistols, piobably the guards.

3« Two personnel vehicles
4. A soldier in black uniform

5e 2 or 3 American trucks

6. My own SPW

Te Arriving tenk and SPW column

From the moment I stopped, tanks which were up till then be-
hind me, passed me some of them stopping at the crossing or
else in front of the field which is situaved south of the
house. Within the first minutes, men of my company dismount-
ed at this place - however, none from my vehicle - walked to-
wards the field which is located south of the house at the
cross-roads, and where later on the prisoners were shot. Some
of these men returned and also passed my SFW, saying that in
the field by the house, there were a great number of prisoners
of war standing. Only by that did I learn that there were
prisoners at all in the field or near the house. Shortly
after I heard these remarks made by the men of my campany =
the names I do not recall eny longer - I saw Obersturmfuehrer
Friedrich CH{IST, company camnanier of the 2nd Company, lst
Panzer Regiment, L.SS.A.H. walking towards the house at the
cross <roads. I svill can remember that I was astonished to
see him there because the 2nd Panzer Company was, to my knowe
ledge not yet at this places At that time I figured that he
had driven in one of the personnel vehicles. A few minutes
later, in all about 5 minutes after my arrival, I went to
Obersturmfuehrer GinIST, who just had a conversation with an-
other officer standing at the cross-roads. I believe this
second officer was en Untersturmtuehrer and belonged to the
service company.. The latter circumstance remained in my
memory because we conversed about the problem of gasoline sup-
plies which was up to him to tackle. Even now I, myself, did
not see the prisoners of war, because fram the position where
I was talking with the two officers they were not visible and
therefore, I do not know who was guarding these prisoners. At
this time, however, I already knew that prisoners of war stood
in the field behind the corner. Obersturmfuehrer CHRIST now
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sald to me in the presence of the Untersturmfuehrer of
Service Company, " Comrade RUMPF, couldn't you give me

a few men? It is only for a moment." I.said, "Of
course", and walked to my SP W in order to send him 2-

3 mens Before I reached my SFW I turned around and asked
Obersturmfuehrer CHRISI', "How many men do you need?*
CHRIBT answered, "One gr isenough." Thereupon, I
called Oberscharfuehrer D + the section leader of the
first platoon to me. As Oberscharfuehrer DORR approached
me, Obersturmfuehrer CHRISL told me that my men should re-
port to a soldier whose name Obersturmfushrer CHRIST
mentioned at that occasion; however, his name I have for-
gotten., I believe that the rank of this man to whom my men
were to report was Rottenfuehrer.

"

In the meantime DGRR came to me and I ordered him to go to
the Rottenfuehrer and inquire of him what kind of an order it
was. Up to then I dia not lmow what this cetail furnished by
me had to do. However, I was already suspicious when Ober-
sturmfuehrer CHRIST requested an entire group as I sensed that
this group would probably be used for the shooting of prisoners
of war. After about two to three minuves D returned to me
and told me, "This man tells me that I should shoot prisoners
of war." Hereby he made gestures which indicated,that he was
indignant about this intention. I then said to DURR, "This
you don*t have to &4 you go on back to your SPW."

At the interrogation I was told that Dbm passed on to a
Panzer Commander an order to shoot the prisomers of war (re-
spectively handed over the order; Trans. note) in order to get
out of this thing.

I essume that D.Qﬂ. before he returned to me and indignant-
ly told me that he wls to shoot prisoners of war, already had
passed on the order with the assumption that I would probably in-
sist on the execution of the order.

For a bettes understanding of my statement I have made an
edditional sketch of the cross-roads, marked it *D* and attach
it to this statement. It reproduges the situation av the time
when I ordered Oberscharfuehrer DORR to report to the Rotten-
fuehrer designated by Obersturmfudhrer CHnISI.

Hereon means:

1. Position where Obersturmfuehrer CHRIST asked me for
men.

2, My SPW wherc I gave the order to DORR.
3. SPii's of my company, about 4 or 5.

4+ Column of slowly passing Panzers and SPFi's,

5e SPi's stopping, probably SCHUHMACHER, llth SFW Cos
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6e About 10-12 men in grey, same in black uniforms.
T7e Panzer IV stopping.

8+ Individual men of my ccmpeny, some walkin. towards
the field, some returning from there.

It was also au this time that Untersvurmtuehrer Hans
HINNECKE of the lst Co., lst Panzer Hegiment L.SS.A.H. drove
around the corner with one or two Panzer V's. I can recall
that one of the two or three Fanzer V's commanded by
HENNECKE svopped directly av the house at the beginning of
the field; however I cannot state whether this was Unte.-
sturmfuehrer HEWNICKE's Panzer or one of the two oy three of
his platoon. I also saw Untersturmfuehrer irich MENKJIER
ot the 7th Coe, lat S8 Panzer Hegt., L.SS.A.H., drive slowly
around the cornmer in a Panzer IV, However, I don't know any
more whether Untersturmfuenrer MUNK:MER's Panzer stopped be-
hind the corner. All this happefied immediately before the
shoouing started.

After I talked with Oberscharfuehrer DURR for the second
time I went to the American truck indicated with "5" on sketch
"C* as I did not want to watch the shooting apbout to take
place,

During all this time my SPW's, totalling 4 or 5, svood

on the road directly beiore the crossing on the road leading to
the crossing; also, some other SFW's and Panzers drove slowly
around the co.ner. Which units these Panzers and SPW's belonged
to I don't know any longer, with one exception that I saw Unter-
scharfuehrer SCHUHMACHu of the llth Company 3rd Armosed Battalion
running srouna at the crossroads, and laveir saw him waliking in
front or a slowly moving SPW. Anyhow, this Unte.scharfuehr er
SCHUMACH:+ was acound the time ot the shooting at this location.

After I stood tor about one or two minutes av the truck
indicated with 5 on Sketeh "C", and watched as men unloaded "XK"
Rations, the firing at the prisoners of war, standing next to
the house began, which I could hear but did not see. A great
number of weapons fired; machine guns, rifles and pistds, per-
haps also machine pistols. This shooting lasted about one-half
minuve or a little less. Immediately following it, same single
shots were fired. About three minuves after the first big shoot-
ing was over I left the American truck end went to my SPH - I
shouted to my men, "Let's go - we move out." About one minute
later we drove off in the direction towards ENGILSDORF when I
passed a field where the picture which I have shown on sketch
"i* presented itself, ana which I have atteched to this state-
ment s

Hereon is meanti
1 - My company driving up
2 - A svationary SIW

3 = A Panzer IV which shortly afterwards opened fire, with
the vurret towards the dead soldiers.
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L - An SPW on the left side of the street

5 - About 4 SPW's halting

6 - Panzer and SPW colum coming towards the crossing.
7 = About 10 soldiers mostly all in grey uniforms.

When I was already past the field, the Panzer standing at
the northern end of the field openmed fire. Approximately at
the place where 1 was when the Panzer at the northern end
fired, therefore about 100 meters from the south end, I saw an
American prisoner of war walking parallel with the road ditch
towards the crossroads and I saw as he knelt down folding his
hands before his chest either to pray or to beg for mercy. I
do not know out of my own knowledge what became of this single
prisoner.

At this time I again drove as first vehicle of my company,
and the other venicles drove behind me.

v

Shootings in or near STOUMONL.

1.) Obersturmfuehrer Franz SIEVIRS, Company Commander oi
the 3rd Company, 1st Fioneer Battalion, LSSAH related to me on
the evening of the 21st December on the way from SIOUMONI' to
LA GULEIZE that he fought for a castle near STOUMONI' which was
stubbornly defended by the Americans. Hereoy he also told me
that in some rooms of the castle were Americans who, shouting
loudly, proclaimed that they wanted to give themselves up. He,
however, let his men shoot with the "Panzerfausten' invo these
rooms in which the Americans were who wanted to give themselves
upe I 81ill can remember that Ubersturmfuehrer SIEVERS related
this accountv in a bragging manner and that he also boastfully
added, "I have shown to them what it means to irritate the old
SIEVEHS", It was also possible that he said, instead of
"irritate", "Whatv it means to want to throw the old SIEVERS
out of the house." Obersturmfuehrer SIEVEnS also related to
me that he captured about 4O men in this castle, among them two
or three officers. Whether he shot them I do not know.

2,) Men of my company whose names I don't recall any
longer iniormed me av my Company Command Fost in STOUMONT on
the 20th or 2lst December that they saw when Untersturmruehrer
KO, the platoon leader of the lat Platoon of the 2nd Company,
1st SS Panzer regiment L.SS.A.H. shot four ar five American
prisoners of wmr. I cannot remember any longer whether they ex-
pressly svaved that KOCH shot the yrisoners himself. However, I
know, after I talked with these men of my company that I was
unaer ths impression that Unve.stvurmfuehrer KOCH did not have the
prisoners shot but shot them.

V.

Shoouing oi Prisomers of War in LA GLLTZE

1) On the evening of 21 December 194, about 9 or 10 o'clock,
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I am pretty sure that time and dete as given here are

correct, I arrived in LA GLEIZE and reported tc the

Command Fost or the lst Battalion. It was located in a

cellar of the school building. There I received fram
Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPIR some tactical pointers., Also
Sturmbannfuehrer POMSCHKE was present. after I had already
left this Command Fost Untersturmfuehrer Hans HENNECKE of

the lat Coey lat 5SS Fanzer Fioneer regiment L.SS.A.H. c ame
after me and said to me, "FEIFER ordered that prisoners of war
are to be shot. You should furnish a shooting detail.,” I am
also sure that he added, “Send them over here to this place."
Hereby he pointed at the place in front of the school house.
Even pefore Untessturmfuehrer HUNNECKL gave me this order,
shootings must have taken place in LA GLEIZE because the drivers
of my campary informed me on my arrival that American prisoners
o1 war were shot.

After I received the described orders from Untersturm-
fuehrer HENNECKE, I went to the cllar in which was part of my
men. I went into the cellar and said, "I need some men for
the shoouing of prisoners of war." Thereupon Unterscharfuehrer
srich MAUTE, 9th Pan: Pi. Company Medic, with three or four
other men »d from the cellar. I believe that
designated t men. I know that one of these men was Unter-
scharfuehrer MAUTE, my Company Medic; I assume that another one

and I know that the others were SPW
irivers, However, it could be that also a member of the lst
platoon, who was not an SPW driver, was among thems I then
ordered Unterscharfuchrer MAUI'E, who was the only Untepfuelr or
among the men, what I myself was ordered; tuerefore, I said to
MAULE, "You go to the place in front of the church - prisoners
are to be shot." Also I am pretty sure that I said to MAUTE
that he and his men would be told what to do by the lst company.
I can no long:r remember ii MAUTE reported to me after the shoot-
ing, probably he did not do that es for one thing it was already
late in the evening and I wentu into another house to sleep. Be-
sides, during tie time of action one is not very formal, and what
is more, this shooting d etail had received particulars from the
1st Company, and I only sent it to the first company in accordance
with orders.

2) On the next day, therefore on 22nd December 1944, I my-
selt was present when Obersturmbanntuchrer PLIPIR declared at the
command post of the lsv Battalion in LA GLEIZE, *Some American
prisoners of war refused to work for us, thereupon I had part of
the prisoners shot. This will be the best lesson for the remain-
ing onea." These were the words as far as they are in my memory.
He could have said one or two more words, but substantially this
is the wording of the remark and certainly it is the meaning of
his remark.

From Obersturmbanniuehrer PEIPER's remark, I got the im-
pression that not only those who refused to work were shot, but
as a warning to the others, a greater number of prisoners were
shot.

3) On the sams evening on which Obersturmbannfuehrer FEIPIR
gave this declaration that he had a part of the prisoners shot
because some had refused to work, I saw him in friendly conversa-
tion with a captured American Major. Obersturmbennfuehrer PLIVIR
showed himself contrary to his behavior towards the other
prisoners ot war, exceedingly friendaly, and conversed with him

A(P’IY,A
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for hours, This major showed himself to be very anxiaus about
the whereabouts of the other prisoners of war and about the way
in which they were housed; Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPIR who can
well control himself gave, with a serious and quiet face, re-
assuring answers. Furtheimore, the Major also asked whether
those American soldiers who fell in the battle would be buried
according to regulations, and with the s ame serious fice Ober-
sturmbannfuehrer PIIPH! answered him, "Naturally, one of the
identification tags goes into the grave, the otha will be
fastened on the cross."

At that time I stood together with some other officers
around the Major, and we had to keep from laughing as we knew
that the American priscners were shot. I also can still re-
member that Obersvurmbanniuehrer PLIPIR asked the Major for
his name gnd home eddress and I also know that Hauptsturm-
fuehrer NSIF:KL wrote down the American Major's name and home
address, ~I can still remember his name was MacGAW or something
similar. The American Major then also asked Obersturmbenn-
fuehrer PEIVER for his neme. Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPER smiled
friendly at this; however, did nou give his neme.

In closing I would like to remark that no infantry accompan-
ied or followed us on the route oi advance used by us; therefore,
the r eference that the guaraing of prisoners of war should normal-
ly be conducted by accompanying infantry was a bluff fram the
beginning., This "Normalfall" (Translator's note: "normal case")
did notv have a chance to occur av all.

I made this statement voluntarily and of my own will, un=
inrluenced by pressure, threats or harsh treatment and unin-
fluenced by promises or any kind.

I swear vefore God that the facts in this svavement ase
true and I am prepared to repeat them under oath before any
court of justice.

(signed) krich RUMEF
SS Obersturmfuehrer, 22.3.1946

Witnessed:

(signed) RAPHAEL SHUMACKER
Capt CMP

Sworn to and subscribed oefore me
this 22na day of March 1946 av
Schwabisch Hall, Germany.
Williem R. PERL (signed)
1lat Lt M.I. 0=555149
Invesvigatos -Examiner
War Crimes Branch
USFET
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The above two photographs are photographs of the same OB E18s1¢ A FVEHRER
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1, Z‘d/( Herzpl. , being first duly
sworn, _v'a/,x the ollawlr'g tatement under oath:
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Tlm cbove two photographs are photographs of the same. UALZL&.ZL/M.&[.LT[ZM
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UNITED STATES VS. VALENTIN BERSIN ET AL

(THE MAIMEDY CASE)

PROSECUTION EXHIBITS P, 56 thru P, 74-C

CLASSIFICATION CANCELLED}

By cuthorty of JAG :
a4 Aug 1950 ol e
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT

[ sul Rosonthal assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army,

APO 633 n interpreter, ha been duly sy depose and state that the attached English translation is

a true and accurate rendering of the German al of the state t of

Willi VON

taken on 21 March 1945 at Schwiibiseh Hall, Germany

RAPHAEL, SHUMACKER, Captain, C¥

hefore
o
consisting of .3 .. pages, into English.
and 1 sketch
I the deponent. further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert
German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualificstions:

le Goerman s Wy native tongue.
2¢ 1 have spoken Laglish for nine ycars,

Je I Btudied Lglish for three Years in school in VIENNG, AUSTAI,
4¢ I lived in rnglend simce Jun * 1539 I have beem emyloyed by the

UeS, War Dejartment us o' Gormane; Rglish imterpreter since June 1945

aaal Olaseitlal,

wul Rosenthal

“t C
Sworn and subseribed to before me this 28 day of P22 e /PYL

at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany.
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I Willi von CHAMIER, after first being sworn make the following
statements

During the EIFEL offensive in December 1944 I wes with the penal
group, 9th Fanzer Pioneer Company, lst Fanzer Regiment L.SS,A.H. My
rank was that of an Unterscharfuehrer.

We left our assembly area in the early morning hours of 16 Dec-
ember 1944 for the attack.

During our advence we passed through several villages the names
of which I do not know anymore,

We reached & big cross-road about mid-day of the following day,
17 December 1944, approximately 4 kilometers north of ENGELSDORF. On
the right side of the street, coming from BUELLINGEN, before one turns
left into the main street towards ENGEISDORF, stood Obersturmfuehrer
RUMEF's 8 .P.W.Our SPW which carried the following mentioned crew stopped
approximately six meters behind RUMEF's SHW:

The Gruppenfuehrer Oscha WEDELEIT
The Asst * Uscha HAAS

The Mi Gunner I Rottf KATCHER

The MG Gunner II Uscha. Von CHANIER,Willi

Rifleman b Uscha PIOI'TA
Rifleman II Schue tze RIFDER
Rifleman III 4 CORZIBNI

We stood there awhile when Obersturmfuehrer RUMIF motioned us to
cometo him, At that time he stood in front of a house which stood direct=-
ly on the corner of the right-hand side of the street, coming left around
the bend traveling to ENGEISDORF. We had not yet arrived when he shouted
to us to get our weapons and to follow him right away, He led us, meaning
the whole crew of the SA of Oberscharfuehrer WEDELEIT to a pesture which
was immediately south of the house, We stood on the north side of this
pasture, on the corner next to the street, On this pasture approximately

~ 80 American prisoners were standing with their hands raised, and wearing

American uniforms which I know., The prisoners had no arms and stood there
quietly, In my opinion there was no reason to bump those mrisoners off,
Immediately thereafter, Obersturmfuehrer RUMIF gave us the following

order after we had arrived at the abovementioned corner of the pasture
with him, "Bump the prisoners off"., I am not sure whether those exact
words were used, but the meaning is correct, Thereupon we opened fire on
the priscners of war and at the same time,the machine guns of the tanks and
SPW's that stood on this street at this pasture, I personally fired 6
shots at the prisoners with my carbine,I don't know how many shots REIIER
fired, but I heard and saw that he did shoot at the prisoners,

CORZIENI, KATCHER end PIOTTA did also shoot with their rifles into
theprisoners, and Oberscharfuehrer WEDEIEIT with the pistol. I also saw
how Obersturnfuehrer RUMFF shot into the prisouners, I also saw Unterscherf-
uehrerHAAS shoot into the prisoners with his machine pistol.

We returned to our SHi's and munted after the prismmers had
fallen to the ground, Only HAAS remained on the pasture and I saw from our
SFW HAAS walking once more amongst the priscners end shooting the priscmers
lying on the groundse Cne case I remember especially clearly, namely one
of those lying on the ground and believed to be dead, raised himself
half-way up. He pointed to the rear pert of his body which gave me the




impression that he was wounded there, This man was aleo shot dead by
HAAS with his machine pistol.

After the shooting was over we received an order from Ober-
sturnfuehrer RUMFF to proceed on our march,

To clarify the above statement, I have made a sketch, marked
it Exhibit "A", and made it a part of my statement,

This statement consisting of 3 pages and one sketch was made
of my own free will without force, duress, threats, promises of any
kind.

I swear before God thut the facts which I msde in this state-
ment are true and am willing to repeat ny statement under cath before
any court of justice.

(signed) Willi Von CHAMIER
21, 3. 1946,

Sworn to and subscribed before me this
21st day of March 1946, at SCHWABISCH HAIL,
Ger.

RAPHAEL SHUMACKER
Capt. CMF,




TRANSIATION OF LEGEND TO EXHIBIT "A' DRAWN BY

Jscha WILLI VON CHARMIER on 21 March 1946.

s 3

LEGEN

1,) Obersturmfuehrer RUMFF's vehicle

2,) Oberscharfuehrer WEGEIEIT's vehicle

3.) Busy traffic Road

le) A Hedge growth

5e) The water ditch

6,) The LKW colum

T+) The place at which Obersturmfuehrer RUMYT waved
84) A stable.

9.) & hedge growih

10,) The place of Obersturnfuehrer RUIFT and the S group
11,) The house

12,) The inhabitants of the house

13,) The place on which the shooting took place

14.) The field path

15,) Where Unterscharfuehrer HAAS shot again

16,) The wood

17,) SHi's and tanks lined up on the way

18,) The roadto ENGELSDORFe
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w ERICH

flidndnd....... VEM G.HAM.IER , being first daly
akz fhe /allmwng statement under oath ;
I \W1lld von Clramaeds. .. ..., naddem idh erst recht-
mapig eingeschworen wiide, mucie die /algendr Aussage unter Eid

The above two [7hn/ﬂgrﬂ[r/l3 are phalogrnphs of the same._ _QMU_Q_E_&_&FR
ATHLUP. LD ks

Die_gbigen zwei FPlotograph'en sind Photographien dzsselblgmi//)ﬁrxlkl_quéy -
i e - von mir in meiner A

datiert ... 1L l9%6 .. E

e . Bluts tri—

First Name (Vorname)’ Last Name (Zuname)

Rank (Dienstgrad)

27" B, B (o, 1*755 B Regr, h35AH
Organtzatlon daring Eifel Offensive
Einheit wihrend des Eifel-Einsatzes

Sworn tg and subscrived before mg this
day of.....L G

W
" / AT ;ut L liasmacaclier .Z o uw
0//:&/ administering anm L

Cadt (4 /‘7ﬁ
Ranjy Arm or Service



http:2..7!!..L1

g

o
. ‘ ‘% RIEDER
MAX

Lo Witer von  CHAMILER
sworn, make the following statement ander oath
\wa2l1

ton_ 1 llt  viam Chamiet” s Machdem ich erst recht-
mdpig eing s worcn wurde, mucie die folg ssage unter Eid

, being first duly

The above two photographs are photographs of the aamz__._Sc HUETZ2 L
KLEDRER d by me in my affidavit, dated 2/. . [0R8... L9456

Die obigen zwei Photographien sind Photographien dustlbl[!n,_.k({xflz,nf_ﬁ'_m.,_.,
ERER ... von mir in meiner Aussage

datiert ‘L/ AER

N XN /) o 7l
First Namé (Vorrame) Last Name (Zaname)

-

<L
Rank (Dienstgrad)

fwﬁzﬁﬂ*
Organization daring Eifel Off¢nsive

Einheit wihrend des Eifel-Einsatzes
d luburlbtd’brj_ar';?: this

s} .. day of... s 1946 I — q
0. . 4 ) 35)7;4(.
L suAdballf N\ Jhirrincholn k w

o1figet aam/nlmrm,/'um

Catih cCMP
Rln[ Arm or Service
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! Faul Rosemthal assigned to Wa es Branch, United States Army,
APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depe that the attached English transtation is

a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of

Max RIEDER
taken on 26 March 1946

at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany.

Hefore WILLIAM R, PERL, lst Lt., M. I.

consisting of pages, into English.
h

K;
and 5 sketches
I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert

German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications:

German is my native tomgue,

I have spokem Eaglish for nime ycars.

I studied English for three years in sehool in VIENNA, AUSTRIA.
I lived in England since Jume, 1939, I have been employed by

the UsS, War Department as a Germaneinglish interpreter since
June 1945.

TR Yorethal
Paul Rosenthal

Swara it 'y bkerlbesd 1o liafors e thie'- s day!of a%u—-./(, /P &
at Schwiblsch Hall, Cermany. ( -

) i
7 et hatdlV Wnecaihes
Wi Crimes Branch, USFET

/



http:Ebg.U.eh

I, Surmmann Max RIEDER, after first being duly sworn
meke the following statement under oathe During the EIFEL
offensive in December 1944 I belonged to the penal group of
the 9 P, Pi. Company, 1 SS Panzer Regte., L.SS.A.He

On the 16th December 1944, we drove from the BLANKENHEIM
woods and on the 17th December during the early morning hours
started the offensive., The following shootings of American
soldiers - prisoners of war and civilians - during this of-
fensive, I partly saw myself, partly actively participated in, as
I describe in the following statement:

le) On the 17th December 1944 around 8 a 9 ofclock in the
morning my SPW reached the village of HONSFELD. In my estima-
tion, HONSKELD had salready been taken about one hour previous by
another Germen wnite. Our vehicle stopped at the beginning of the
village a few minutes, as the column came to a halt, On this spct
I saw how an American soldier stepped out of a ditch of a road
leading towerds our road approximately 200 to 250 meters distance
and walk on the street with his hands above his steel helmet.
This American walked slowly and as far as I could see from the
distance, he was unarmed.

My impression was that he climbed out o the ditch to give
himself upe When Unterscharfuehrer HAAS of the penmael group of
the 9 P, Pi. Company, 1st Panzer Regiment L.SS.A.H. saw this, he
aimed his machine pistol at the prisoner and fired a burst at the
prisoner; in my estimation about 10 shots, Thereafter I saw the
prisoner fall to the ground. Whether he was hit I do not know
as the distance was too great.

About two minuteslater I saw three Americans jump out of
the same ditch and run towards the house situated nearby. These
Americans did not have their hands raised above their steel hel-
met and it was my impression that they wanted to run away on ac-

count of what they saw happened to their comrade who wanted to
surrenders

I saw no one shoot at these three Americans apparently be-
cause they disappeared too quickly and because we already started
on our way. At this time the crew of my SPN consisted of the
following men:

Unterscharfuehrer BIOTA, Unterscharfuehrer HAAS, Sturmman
BARTH, Sturmmann RUGRIGEL, Schuetze BOBRZALEX, and myselfe

1 bave made a sketch of this place which I have marked *i"
and attach it to this statement. On it is meant: 1, our SPW. 2,
American ®ep in front of which Unterscharfuehrer HA4S shote
3¢ Road ditch out of which the Americans jumpeds 4e House towards
which they rene 5e Houses in HONSFELD.

2.A.) About 1100 hours in the morning of 17 December 194,

we reached the village of BUELLINGEN. At the exit of this village
our SPW's stopped, our whole crew left the vehicle in order to
look arcund in the nearby houses. I first walked with Sturmmann

HUGRIGEL , Sturmmann BARTH or with one or two others of my

b

L
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comrades towards a deserted Americen kitchen wnich was located
right fram our direction of travel and in which we found cocoa
and drank semes In this house I did not shoot anybodye There=
upons I walked into a house which wes across the street together
with Unterscharfuehrer HAAS who suggested walking through the
house. In the kitchen of this house we saw a woman about 40
years old who wes apperently left behind in this house. When
we entered the kitchen we saw her standing in the middle of the
room and Unterscharfuehrer HAAS asked her whether there were
American soldiers in the house. The woman motioned with her
head "No*.

Thereupon HAAS said to me, "RIEDER, bump this women off."

I was armed with a rifle which I then aimed at this woman.
Thereby I stood spmroximately two meters away from this woman,
my face opposite her face. When the waman saw that I aimed at
her shescreamed with fright, remained standing thoughe At the
same moment I already shot aiming exactly at the center of the
forehead, the end ot my barrel only about one mester away from
the waman and I hit exactly the same spot I aimed av. I fired
one shot after which the woman immediately collapsed deadse I
then bent down to her to see whether she was dead because if she
wouli not have been dead I would have fired a second shot at her,
but this was not necessary because I established that the woman
was dead without doubts I also established at this examination
that the bullet which penetrated the farehead ceme out the back
of the heed and that there was a big hole in the back of the head
fram which the brains flowed out. Thereupon I returned to my SPW,
while HAAS still remained in the house evidently to search through

ite In my opinion this woman gave no cause for which she should be
shote

At the SPWI helped the driver Schuetze BOBRZALEK refuel gaso-
line and approximately & quarter of an hour later I entered another
house out of which I took an American fatigue suit with zippers
Howevery in this other house I did not bump off anybodye

I made a sketch of this locality and marked it "BY, The
sketch marked “B" shows the position @ the house wherein I shot
the woman. On this sketch signifiea:

le Our SFW. 2, Gasoline dump, probaoly on the market place.
Je American kitchens Le House in which I shot the womane
5e House from which I collected the American fatigue suit.

The sketch marked "C" shows the house in which I shot the
womane On this sketch which I also attach to my statement signi-
fiesy I. Kitchen, II. Living roome III. Halle 1, Place where
the waman svoode 2ae Place where I stoode 2be Place where
Unterscharfuehrer HAAS stoode 3s Doore L4e Entrance door to the
living quarters. 5. Exit door (2b) from the living quarters.

6o Streete - After our SPW drove from the spot ) indicated om
sketch "B* we drove about 200 meters furthers There we stopped
again after we had covered the approximate 200 meters on the spot
where Unterscharfuehrer HIXING's SF/ stoode On this place
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approximately 7 Belgiancivilians stood in front of a house -

men and women - I do not know any more whether there were also
children amongst thems I alsc do not know how many of the
civilians were men or women. I now saw Unterscharfuehrer HAAS

or the Penal Group dismount fram our SPW. Unterscharfuehrer

HAAS placed himself by the side of the house and I now saw how
he aimed his machine pistol at the civilians quick as lightning
ond sterted shooting right @ways Unterscharfuehrer HAAS was at
that time about 80 meters distant fram the civilians. The
civiliens themselves were at that time hidden from my view as the
corner of the house was in between it. However, I had only a few
seconds before seen the civilians standing south of this place
and nobody else was in the vicinity. Next to Unterscherfuelrer
HAAS stood Sturmmann BARTH of my company. Ba&tTH, who hed an
Amevican 45 pistol, fired simultaneously with HAAS into the
civilians.

Even though I did not see how the civilians were hit I know
that they were hit because I heard them scream with fright and I
heard them moen as it is common among people who are hite Unter-
scharfuehrer HaAS first fired two or three short bursts in my
estimation altogether approximately 25 shots. BARTH fired also
several shots. The moment when HAAS opened fire I heard the
civilians for the firsv time scream with fright ena between the
bursts I heard moaninge

After HAAS had fired these two or three bursts BARTH returned
to my SPW and the commandant of our SPW, Unterscharfuehrer BICITA
shouted, “Came om, climb up, we move on." HAAS replied, "One
moment.* Immediately after HAAS said that he aimed his machine
pistol once more in the same direction and fired an additional
burst. Immediately before the fiiing of this large burst, and
afterwards, I did not hear the civilians moan any more.

HAAS then returnmed to our vehicle right away and he seid while
climbing up as we were just about to drive off, "Now I have again
bumped off civilians."

After that HAAS filled his magazine with new emmunition.

I also made a sketch of this locality and marked it with "De,
On this sketch which I also attach to my statewent is meants
le Our SPW, 2, HZRING's SPW. 3. House. Le Flace wherc Unterschar-
fuehrer HAAS stoode 5e Place where Sturmmann BARTH stoode 6. Place

where the Belgian civilians stoode 3e Is in my opinion ths last
house in BUELLINGEN.

3e¢) Around 1300 hours of the same day, therefore, also on the
L7th December 1944, we arrived at a crossroads on which we travelled
from a bad road onto a good road, and where we had to turn left,
From these crossroads it was still about 3 kilometers to ENGHLSDORF,

On these crossroads stood a houses On the right side of the
street and that was still on the bad road before one turns left in
the direction o ENGELSDORF stood the S¥W of Obersturmfuehrer Erich
RUMPF, Comnpany Commander of the 9 P. Pi Company Panzer Hegiment I
LSS.A.H. almost on the crossroads. My SPW 8 topped approximately 5
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meters behind the vehicle of Obersturmfuehrer RUMEF. &8

we stopped I got off my vehicle to fetch some loot for
myself and the other men of my vehicle, because I saw

north of the crossroads a few American trucks standing on
the road. South or that house situated neer the crossroads
and which stands directly av the crossroads on the right
side of that road that leads south towards Engelsdori, is a
field.

When I went to the Amevican trucks my Company Commander,
Obers turmfuehrer KUMFF stood just at these crossroads and es
far as I remember he was there alone at this time. Adjoining
this house on the crossroads is a field on the righthand side
of the road which leads towards ENGELSDORFe On this field
were already av that time apout 60-70 American prisoners of
war. All of them wore american uniforms and had their hands
raised over their heads.

When I returned to my SPW a few minutes later loaded with
10 in 1 ravions from the American trucks QObersturmfuehrer RUMFF
already svood in front of the houses

Directly behind the crossroads, I no longer remember whether
there were svill other officers or men in his vicinity, Ober-
sturmtuehrer RUMFF called to me, "RIEDER, you or all the people
are in need or it, get your rifle. You want to shoot without
cartridge pouch?"

The "You of all the people are in need of it " referred to
the fact that I wanted to sneak away from the shooiing ot the
prisoner or that the getting of the rations was more impartant
to me pecause at the time when I returned with the ratvions, the
other members or the Penal group were already in fronu of the
prisoners. Unterscharfuehrer HAAS ran about amongst the
prisoners in the field and the others stood dispersed at the
ditch of the roads It was clear to me that the prisoners were
to be shot. I then went on account of the request back to my
vehicle and fetched my rifle, Sturmmann BARTH of my company was
in the vehicle and told me at that occasion that he just shot an
American soldier in the ditch of the road who lay unarmed in the

ditch with his face in the water and pretending to be dead though
actually was alive.

After I had taken my rifle out of my SFW, I went to the fields
At this tiwe Obersturmfuehrer Lrich RUMFF stood no longer in fronu
of the house but south o1 the house a little in fromt of the field
wivh the prisoners. Besides vhe following members of the 8tn
group were posted in front of the field: Oberscharfuehrer WEDELEIT,
Unuerscharfuehrer HAAS, Unterscharfuehrer BIOTA, Unteischarfuehrer
CHAMTI B+

I suood across the field towards the north end and near the
house and looked at the prisomers who stood with their hends folded
above their heads in the field. A short time after we arrived
thece Obersturmtuehrer RUMFF gave the order to bump off the
prisoners, Thereby he eitha used the words "Bump the prisoners
off* a "Shoot into them."

A

(,*(} 1 |
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I do not know whether at this time there were any other
vehicles standing near the fields I did not pay any attention
to ite. I know, however, that all the members of the Penal
Group shot invo the prisoners and I also had fired five shots.
All my shots I hed aimed at the seme prisoner. This American
stood near the right edge of the field and only apout 6 meters
away from me. He was of medium size and stocky, I eimed all
shots at the head ot the American and I saw that he collapsed
alreauy after the first shov. I then emptied my magazine into
the one lying on the ground in shooting another four shots into
the American soldiers lying on the grouna. From the beginning
oL the firsv snots I saw thau L hit him as invended because he
fell back in such a way which is cammon ior people who receive
a shot through the head. This dmericun undoubtedly was dead.

I also saw the following members of my company shooting at
the prisoners; Our Compeny Commander Obersturmfuehrer RUMFF who
shot invo the priscmers with his pistoles I cannot say any longer
how many shots he fired; however, I am quite sure that I saw him
fire, Unterscharfuehrer Willi Von CHAMIIR of the Fenal group
who I saw on this spot shoot wita the rifle into the American
prisoners of war. I do not know any more how many shots Von
CHAMIER fired; however, I believe he fired the same number of
shots as I dide I further saw HAAS with his machine pistol
shooting invo the American prisoners of war, also Unterschar-
fuehrer BIOITA of the Penal group oi my campany, BIOITA fired
into theprfisoners with his rifle or machine pistole

Furthermore, I also saw Oberschurfuehrer WEDILEIT of the
Penal group, 9 Ps Pi. Company Panzer rnegt. I., L.SS.A.He 8tanding
on the field with his pistol in the hand and as the whole pemal
group shot I am sure that he also shot into the prisoners. How-
ever, I cannot state with certainty that I saw how he ghot.

Obers turmfueh: er RUMPF was au that time sbout 5 meters
away from me.

After I had fired my f'ive shots I again returned to my
SPW,

I also have placed this locality on a sketch and marked it
with "s", It is ettached to my statement ana on it is meant:
l. Bad roal on which we arrived. 2. Good road towards iNGIS-
DUiF, 3o Obersturmiuchrer RUMPF*s SPW, le Our SPW, 5, House
at the crossings 6. American trucks., 7. americen prisoners,
8+ My position at the shootin; 9. Fosition of Obersturmfueir er
RUMFF. 10, approximate position of the rest of the members of
the Penal groups

Le Immediately after we had driven past the field, with
the American prisoners of war then desd (scene described in
number 3), I saw how Unterscharfuehrer HAAS shot at a prisoner
of war who with raised hands ceme down towards tne field fram
the pasture. I still know how HAAS, who apparently did not
have his machine pistol av hand called out, "A rifle', and onec
of our men handed him a rifle and he shot at this prisoner.

B




At the time when HAAS opened fire av the " We were

about 40 meters distant fram the prisoner.

th g 1 3 Ameri I saw how the Ar

to sround, Whether he was hit or whether h u;»j so to
take cover I do not know. Of the five shots HAAS fired he
fired three at the prisoner already lying on the ground.

about the same time I also saw an American prisoner of war
kneeling right from my SPW near the diteh on the road. I also
saw how this one apparently hit slowly collapsed. However, I
cannot say whether it was HAAS who shot at this prisomer.

S5e In STOUMONT when we arrived during the day for the
iirst time in SUOUMONT I saw how Unterscharfuehrer STURMANN
of the 9th Panzer rioneer Company. Fanzer Regbte Ie LoSS.A.He
shot an american prisoner of war. Unterscharfuehrer STUHMANN
fell in battle the following day.

I made this statement voluntarily and of my own will un-
i nfluenced by force, tireats or duress and uninfluenced by
promises of any kind.

I swear by God that the facts I have stated in this deposi-
tion are true and I am prepared to repeat them under oath at any
time bezore any court.

(signed) Max RIWDER
Sturmmann
26 March 1946

Witnessed in the presence of}
(signed) Morris ELOWITZ
Civ. Investigator
WiCB, USFLT

Sworn to and subscribed to before me this
twenty-sixth day or March 1946 at
Schwabisch Hall, Germany

(signed) William R, PERL
lst Lt. MeIe 0-555149
Investigator-kixaminer
War Crimes branch USFET
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TRANSLAY'ION OF LEGEND ON EXHIIP “A
TO AFFIDAVIT OF
Max RIEDER
Dated 26 March 1946

CR

Qur SPW

Americen jeep in frontu of which Unter-
scharfuehrer Haass shot,

noad diteh out of which the Americans jumped.
House towards which they ran

Houses in HONSFELD

TRANSLATION QF LUGEND QN EXHIBIT' "B
TO AFFIDAVIL OF

Max KIEDER

Dated 26 March 1946

e o

1ls Our SFW

2+ Gascline dump probably on the market place.

3+ American kitfichen

4+ House in which I shot the woman

5« House fram which I collected the American
favigue suit.

TRANSLATION UF LEGEND ON EXHIBIT "C*
TO AFFILAVLL OF
MAX RIEDER
Dated 26 March 1946

L

Kitchen

Living Room

Hall

Flace where the woman svood

Place where I stood

Place wiere Unterscharfuehrer HAAS stood
Door

Entrance door to the living quarters .
Exit door (2b) from the living quarters ¢
Street




TRANSLALION & LGEND ON EXHIBIT "D*
TO AFFILAWIT OF

Mex RILDER

Dated 26 March 1946

oo

Qur SF W

HzNNING's SF W

House

Flace where Unterscharfuehrer HAAS stood
Place wnere Sturmmenn BERFT stood

Place where the Belgian civilians stood

3. Is in my opinion the last house in
BUELLINGEN.

TRANSLATION OF LoGIND ON IXHIBIL R
TO AFFLDAVIT O
Max RIEDER
Dated 26 Marcn L946

L ™

Bad road on which we arrived

Good road towards INGALSDURF

Cbers turmtushrer RUMFK's SEW

Cur SFW

House at the crossing

American trucks

Anmerican prisoners

My position at the shooting
Fosition of Obersturm'ushrer RUMEF
Approximate position of the rest of the members
of the Penal group.
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I Hax... KEeDesg , being first daly
sworn, ke the following statement under oath :
o MAx e d e

mdpig eingeschworen wurde, muche die folgende Aussage unter Eid

ich erst recht-

The cbove two photographs are photographs of the same_lbersterssnFuchrer
mmp_j_. _.mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated. 2&..carsh. (9%%...

Die o}?qzn zwei Pharagraphlen sind Photographien deuelblgtn(}/i(’l'?fbu'll'lfﬂ.i/ll'(l‘
von mir in meiner

2 g
datiert 4P %M Wis ¢

W s Aieyfon

First Name (Vorname) Last Name (Zaname)

/e et 2221

Rank (Dlenstgrad)

AR 1", eal 4. 344
Organization duaring Eife Offensive

Einheit wihrend des Eifel-Einsatzes

Sworn fo and subscrived before mg this
(7} day of. 2‘;«»:/( 1946,

Officer administering oath (7

. leal, lo, Crogers,

Rank Arm or Service




(|

1 ‘a VON CHAMIER
wiLw

1, Max /f IEDER. , being first duly
nvom ke the following statement ander oath:
' My R dE

ohd ich erst recht-
mdﬁl' eingeschworen wurde, mache die folgende Aussage unter Eid

The above two photographs are photographs of the same,
Wills.._yen... CHAMIER mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated. Al /MARSH._ LP%

Zyle opizen. zwei Photographien sind Photographien duuml‘m_dl{ztf_i hur/ ;ﬁ#f’w‘
‘ééa%,/_g%ﬂﬁ/

.. von mir in meiner
datiert i e .

200y Sid 7

First Name (Vorname) Last Name (Zaname)

Sl v ana zn

Rank (Dienstgrad)

"an 122 A %,Z LAY
Organization daring EMfel Offensive

Einheit wihrend des Eifel-Einsatzes
Sworn fo and subscribed befory me this
20 day of. gf‘/"‘/z-— 1946,

y A /A&M%.,L

Officer administering oath
R GL. din

Rank Arm or Service
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1 : ’ d to War Crimes Branch, United States Army,
APO 633, as an interpreter, having heen duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is
a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of

AaNs Henwecke
taken on /7 Ipmudry 946

at Schwiihisch Hall, Germany,

hefore REPHAE L. SHUMACKER, CAPT., €. M. P2
3

consisting of . pages, into English.

I, the deponent, further state that T speak German and h fluently and am fully qualified as an expert
German-English interpreter hy reason of the following qua

Le ative tongue: E lish

2e¢ Was born 3 June 1919 and learned German from a German
governess from 1924 to 1920,
itudied in ’i°r‘w:au speaking school INSTITUT SCHMIDT at
3T. GA WITZ L
‘,Jm.lmmi ths use and ud i vitt seminar
conducted by Professor F 2 of J Ins IV TY
in BALTIMORE aryland from 1'7’\} to 10’57
Took peven t,sr‘s of J lanpguage snd literature in
HAVERFURD CUl HA ORD, Pa., from 1937 to 1941,
Lived in INICH ur-r-manv. ‘ayeSep tember 1039, Studled German
language and literature at niversity of “unich from June to
September,
Since December 1945 I have served with War Crimes Branch US
a8 a German=inglish interpreter,

Bl € Zeel -
8%8es And subpcled 1o Hetre v this ~ T day of /W /9%¢C

U

at Schwiibisch Hall, Germ

/ VW(/W
ar Crimes Branch, USFET
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ol part in the ARDENNES
s I was going with my v
ENGLLSDURF « 3etween 2100 and U PeM. I arrived
-road &b cilometers t ENGELSDORF
ppears on the attached sketch which I have drawn).
k and Unterscharfuchrer RICHAKT's arrived alone av the
roads because between LOSHEIM and BUELLINGEN I lost my
company as a result of a traffic jam and fueling in HONSKELD,
Ag approached the ora@s-road which leads to ENGELSDORF, I
5d with my tank, left side of an SPW whi
t side street r the
was the tank of Obersturmfushr
iment I, because Obersturmfuchrer rilm.“

1 I wel
stendin
they

slowly far ; Unterscharfu er RICHARTS
d I saw no other German vehicles in the vicinity.
the house which he right side of the
ndicated on my sketoh), I ¢ d on the turret of my
ank and was lookinz in the direction I was g s and Sturmmann
Irnst ROCK, my loader, stood behind me on the engine of my tank.
When we went by the place where the American P W's lay (as in-
dicated on my sketch) Sturmmann ROCK called to me, "Untersturm-
fuehrer, there lie some men and ey are all dead.'" I turned
around and saw that fifteen or twenty dead Americans were lying
to my right in the field. I saw them lying in & heap, and from
the manner in which they were lying I could see that they had
not fallen in combat, No weapons were lying near them. KOCK
cried out a moment later, "Shouldn't we stop? I paid no at-
tention to that because 1 was looking ¢ heud and watehing the
Strest. a4 moment laver I heard mechine pistol bursts behind me.
I turned around and saw ROCK with a machine pistol in his hand.
The machine pistol was always lying to my right, within eesy
reach, on the turret, I assume that ROCK picksd it up without my
seeing it when we passed by there. I shouted to ROCK, "Lay off,
that doesn't concern us, we are going shead. ROCK thereupon laid
the machine pistol down on the turret again.

The event with the bursts, which I have described above
consisted of several bursts with short intervals between. I
estimate that the intervels consisted of two or three seconds.
Judging from the direction in which ROCK was holding the machine
pistol, I assume that he shot in the direction of the Pits,
After this incident, we continued on in the direction of
LNGELSDORF o

I make this statement of my own free will, without coercion,
threats or promises o reward.

(signed) Hans HENNICKE
17 January 1946,
Sworn to and subscribed before me
this 17 day of January, 1946
(signed) RAFHAEL SHUMACKLR, EXL.S
Captain CMP
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TRANSLAI'ION OF SKETCH ATTACHED TO
AFFIDAVIT OF
Hans HENNECKE
Dated 17 January 1946

LR

Sketoh oi the spot wheve American prisoners of war
were shot, about 5 km. north of ENG

RUMFF's SPW

Place where the dead American prisoners of
war were taken.
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)m RUMPF

ERICH

//AMS vv./§/¢w//£.<4f.€ s s beIng first daly

sworn, makg the following statement under oath
Ion Qs TOumaecKe hd

mapig eingeschworen wurde, muche die folgende Aussage unter Eid

idh erst recht-

T’% cbove two photographs are photogrophs of the samt__m#‘d&__

mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated. 17 .Ja Z9YE....

Die obigen zwei Photographien sind Photographien d g /’l‘l’)"" miuwhrey
—Blmpl . ... von mir in meiner ichen Aussage g :
datiert A9, (und946 .

N;,‘&,«M fen W(bhe

First Name (Vorname) Last Name (Zaname)

5 lntev shup mohver
Rank (Dienstgrad)

Al gmp 195 flamger Reiment L oy
Organization during Fifel Offensive
Einheit wihrend des Eifel-Einsatzes

n_to and subscritied before pfe this
day of £ . . 1946,

vz 4
JotfE AR

Ranik Arm or Service
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT

George Miller
I assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army,

APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, de nd state that the attached English teanslation is

a true and accurate rendering of the German origing ent of
Kurt BRIESEMIISTER

taken on 4 April 1946 at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany,

Bitare Williem R, Perl, 18t Lts, M.I.

consisting of .3 pages, into English,

L the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified a5 an expert

German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications:
1¢ Gearman is my mative tongue.
oag

2. I spent the firvst twenty years of wy life in Germeny and went to
elamentary and Sscondary school there.

o I oame to the Unibed “tates in 1928,

4e I hod two yoara of snglish in secondary sehool in Germany. Wy other
knowledge of iiglish has been derived from atudy by myself,

5+ 1 have been married for the past six years to s British subject and
Bpeak tngiish continually av home. My wife does not speak German.

6. 1 have been in tae United States army lor the past 2-12 years,
huving been discharged in Novambor 4945 end have been employed by the war
Do, artment as o Germen- nglisn interproter sinee Jenuary 1946.

WediZh
(4
Sworn aud subseribed to before me this £3. " day of /94¢&
at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany.
/gr Crimes Bran
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I, Uscha Kurt BRIEIMEISTER being duly sworn state the following:

During the EIFEL offensive in December 1944, I was a member of
the lst platoon, lst company, lst SS Fanzer Regt, LSSAH ., Iy platoon leader
was Untersturmf.Hans HENNECKE., My company commender was Ostuf.Karl KREMSER,

1. Until the 11,12,1944 our company was stationed in FRIESHEIM,
near Cologne, At the time we were still stationed in FRIESHEIM therewith
before the 11,12,1944, Ustuf HENNECKE delivered tc us ,the whole company,
a speech in woods near FRIESHEIM, Amongst other things Ustuf HENNECKE
said in this speech that we should remember that the brothers and relat-
ives of the Americans we were going to see have thrown bombs on Germany
and that we should take revenge for that, Amongst other things he also
said "Everything that comes before our barrels will be bumped off"*, I
don't know if Ustuf HENNECKE mentioned prisoners of war especially at that,.
However, from his words, it was clear to be seen that we should also
take revenge on the prisoners of war in the coming offensive, and that
no prisoners of war should be taken,

2, In the late afternoon hours of the 17,12,1944 I came to a eross-
roeds in the vicinity of ENGELSDORF, At this place coming from BUELLINGEN
the street turns sharply to the left to ENGEISDORF ,while the eontinuate
ion of the street on which I came leads to MALMEDY ., Frow this eross-
roads it is still ebout 3 kilometers to ENGEISDCRF, At that time I comm-
anded Tank 1il, These numerals indicate: lst Company, lst Platoon, 4th

vehicle, The crew of this tenk ( of my Mark IV tank) consisted besides
me of the following persons. Uscha Rudi STORM (Iriver), Rttf Josef HESS
(Radio-operator) Sehtz NUECHTER (Loader) and Strm., TIEHLIX® (Gunner)

I had steering damage on my tank and therefore astopped exactly
at the erces-roads described, and it was about 10 meters in front of
the crossing of the street which comes from BUELLINGEN, At this spot I
perked my tank at the left side of the street , Hereby I turned the gun
barrel to 9 o'clock,

To my estimation iv wes about 1530 in the afternoon, However it
might have been also a little earlier or later, anyway it was still
completely light.

At first we repaired the demage on our tank which took about 15
minutes, During this time no one had left the tank or the immediate
vicinity of the tank.

On the other side of the street crossing and therewith in the
direction of the street leading to ENGEISDCRF a house s tood directly
at the croes-roads and a field was adjacent to this house, in which
to my estimation lay about 50 to 60 American prisoners of war who were
evidently wounded by being shot at, and the greatest part was apperently
dead alreadye

As soon as we were finished with repairing the vehicle, Uscha
STORM and Rttf HESS went into the field in which the prisoners lay, Befcre
they went away they said "We are going to have a look if some are still
alive and are going to deliver mercy shots to the ones who are still
alive," Then I saw Uscha STORM and Rttf HESS walking amongst the
Americens in the field firing mercy shots at t he Americans who were still
moving, Right thereupon Schuetz NUECHTER, and Stm.THIELIKE came also
into the field (NUECHIER and THIBLIKE had gotten on an American truck
for several minutes to get chocolate there), In the meanwhile also I
had come to the field, However I didn't go into the field but remained
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standing at the road-ditch near the house and then also saw NUF 'ER

as well as THIELIKE walk around between the prisoners in the field.Hereby
Sehtz NUECHTER as well as Strm THIELIKE held their pistols in their hands
but I don't remember having seen as NUECHTER and THIELIKE shot, How=
ever I saw Uscha.STORM as well as Rttf HESS shoot with their pistols

at the prisoners who were still moving. I don't know any longer how many
shots each one of them fired.

Thereupon I went back to my tank and dismantled the redio=
operator's M.G., This is an M.G. 34, Strm NUECHTER aided me with the
dismantling of the M.G. because I had said "I want to direct a little
strafing fire at the Americans" Together with Strm NUECHTER I then carried
the dismantled M.G. from my tank to the road-ditch before the field in
which the American prisoners of war lay, Then I shot about 70 to 80
shots into the Americans lying on the ground while NUECHTER held the
M.G. on his shoulder. The other men of my tank crew hed naturally by
that time come out of the field. I didn't see the shots land in the
ground and therefore assumed that at lsast the largest part hit the
bodies of the Americans lying on the ground,

3« Immediately thereupon, my men, which ones I don't know, set
the barn afire which bordered directly to the field with the prisomers,
and apparently belonged to the larger house situated next to it, I
didn't know yet at that time that American prisoners of war from the
field had fled into this house to be smoked out in this manner, Only

when I saw unarmed American soldiers run out of this house I knew that
prisoners hed kept themselves hidden in this barm.There were 6 to 7

in my estimation. They ran towards the woods, and I now shot at the
American prisonsrs of war who were running away, with the M,G. which
again at that time I had laid on the shoulder of Strm NEUCHTER, I didn'T
call " Halt" to them before I shot but staerted shooting right away. I
don't know if I hit the Americans, I believe that all succeeded to get
aw ay into the woods, Thereupon I went back to my tank and remounted the
MaGo

4o Before I drove off I turned the canmon barrel towards the house
situated at the street northwards of the street fork and shot into the
house with my 75 mm cannon, from a distance which I don't know any more
exactly, However, I estimate it as about 150 meters., There was no battle
activity of any kind at that time and also from the house there was no
motive given to shoot, I did that more or less out of fun,

It hit the house in its lower part. Thereupon two men came running
to me and told me they were Germans and I shouldn't do anything to them.
Thereupon I gave these men a paper with my name and field post number
and told them that they should cs ntact my company commander for the
reimbursement of the danage. Hereby to my knowledge no civilians were
killed by my shooting and afterwards Strm NUECHTER told me that he
had shot a civilian women in the house next to the field. He then also
said "This women hed a pistol in her hand,

I have prepared a sketch on which I have pictured the erocss-roads
and the localities mentioned in my statement. I have merked the drawing
with "A", The numerals on it indicates

1, My tank 2, House next to the field
Barn Lo Field with priscners of war
Spot where I shot with the 14G. at the Americeans lying on the ground.
Spot from where I shot at the Americens who ran out of the barn,
The American prisoners of war who ran out of the barn,
The house at which I shot with my cannons

-2 -




5e In the night of 17th to 18th December 1944 in STAVELOT, I
shot an American soldier with uy pistol, but I don't believe that he
was a prisoner of war, I entered a house and to my surprise an American
opened the door for me., I don't know whether he carried any weapons,

After a short exchange of words I shot him with a shot aimed at the
chest,

6. On the 19th Dec 44 the then Rttf and later Unterscharf=-
uehrer Willi BAHNES told we that in STAVELOT on the previous day he
had fired a Panzerfaust into a room in which were civilians, Likewise
Hans HENNECKE told me that BAHNES was e great guy and mentioned at the
same time that BAHNES had shot his Panzer-feust into a room with
civilians,

7+ On account of the mentioned reasous I fled from the
Americen prisoner of war camp FIATTING on the 21st Cet 1945. On the
28th March 1946 I have been apprehended again in ALT TELLIN near DENNIN
in the Russian Zone of Germany. At that time I was already reviewer
in the committee in the in the Communistic Youth Movement "Free German
Youth" and responsible for propaganda, radio, and indoctrination. Upon
my apprehension, as reason for my escape from the American prisoner camp,
I told the Russian officers that the Americans were evidently planning
& new war against Russia and that we SS men should apparently be used
in it, I also said for these reasons in the American prisonEx camps,
the officers were wearing their rank insignie again and that the SS men

are being organized in battalions and companies in the SS camps in
the American Zone, Why I told the Russians these untruths I don't know
anymere .

I have made this s tatement volunterily and out of my own will,
uninfluenced by force, threats or harsh treatment and uninfluenced by
promises of any kind,

I swear before God that the statements which I have made
in this affidavit are true and I am prepared to repeat them under ocath
before any court,

Kurt BRIESEMEISTER
SS Unterscharfuehrer
4 April 1946,

Witnessed:

Raphael SHUMACAER
Capte QP

Sworn to and subscribed to before me
this fourth day of Apcil 1946 at
Schwabisch Hall, Germanmy

William K. Ferl
1st Lt. MoI. 0555149
Invesui gavor -Examiner
W.C.B, - USFET
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT

3LPH KIRSCHBAUM
1, ... JUSEPH KIRSCHBAUM assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Ariy,

APO 633, as an interpreter, having heen duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English transla

a true and accurate rendering of the n original of the statement of

HUBERT HUBER
taken on .~ 18 February 1946

at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany.

before . RAPHAEL SHUMACKER, Captain, CMP

AND ONE SKETCH
consisting of *9 pagesy into English,
I A

» deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert

German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications

My native tongue 1s German.
I learned =nglish through study of the lsnguage for two
years in High School, one year in college, and elght months of

evening olasses, all in VIENNA, Austria.
3« I have spoken hnﬂ']lﬂh mnunuuu‘s]v since September ,4
Pl

1939 when I came to the United States. In September of 1041 I
Jolned the Unlited States Army.

4. From February until the latter part of April 1943 I
attended the IPW course at Camp Ritchle, rnrvmnd, conducted by
the \llnary Intelligence Training Center,.

5¢ From June 1944 until Septembar 1945, [ aerved continuously
a8 an IPW lnterrogator, in which capacity I was constantly required
Lo translate German into English and vice versa,

6. 3ince January 1946 I have been asalgned to the War Crimes
Branch, U.S5.F.fk.T. as a eivilian German-ungllish interpretor.

I ephe Wrnthhown

day of

z8

Sworn and subscribed to before me this

at Schwiibisch Hall. Germany.
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I, Hubert HUBER, first be ing duly sworn, make the following
statement under oath:

I am 27 years of age and have been in the S3 since 1938.
During the EIFKL offensive in December 1944, I was in the 6th
Panzer Company, 1st SS Panzer Divislon LAH, with the rank of
Oberscharfuehrer. I was Tank Commander of Tank No. 625, a Mark
IV, in the second platoon. My company commander at this time
was 55 Obersturmfuehrer Benonl JUNKER, and my platoon leader was
38 Obersturmfuehrer SIEG. The Platoon Leader of the First Platoon
was 33 Untersturmfuehrer STEINIGER. The members of my tank crew
other than myself were as follows:

S Sturmmann GRISCHATZ, Martin Gunner
88 Sturmmann SCHRODER, (FNU) Loader
Schutze or Oberschutze SCHREIER (FNU) Radio Operator
Sturmmann RAUCH, Josef (%) - Driver

55
38

frior to moving to the assembly area in the woods near
BLANKENHEIM, the 1st SS Panzer Battalion, rommanied by 85 Sturm-
bannfuahrer PORT ag located 1 T sither the

T ’ L Cn cither the

10th, 11lth or 12th of December 1944, 83 S bannfuehrer POETSCHKE
called a meeting of 3ll the Tank Commanders. Thls meseting was
held in e villa between PLIESHEIM and FRIESHEIM. In addition

to the Tank Commanders, all officers in the Battalion attended
this meeting except those who were not available by reason of
other dutles. Insofar as the Officers in my Company are concerned,
I remember definitely thet these were present;

58 Ohersturmfuehrer JUNKER

58 Untersturmfuehrer STEINIGER
855 Obersturmfuehrer SIEG

58 Untersturmfuehrer ASMUSSEN

I do not belleve that SS Obersturmfuehrer STERNEBECK was present
there. In the room where the meeting was held there was a large
sand-table where we were briefed on the area of attack, and so
forth. POETSCHKE spoke substantlally as follows:

"The attack will start within the next few days, and I
belleve that we will go back to the old battle ground from
which we retreated. When we enter this area we will shoot
out of all barrels, and anything that shows itself, whether
soldier or civilian, will be bumped off. No mercy will be
shown towards anybody. I do not know exactly when the
attack will start - it mlbht. be within a few hours or it
might be witnin a few daya."

After making this stetement, ne continued to say that if any
of us showed any consideration for the enemy or the civilians,
no conslideration would be shown such a soldier by him. S3 Sturm-
bannfuehrer POLTSCHKE'S method of not showing any conslderation
to his Tenk Commenders caused him to force them to stand exposed
to the dangers on the back ends of thelr tanks during the attack.

Prior to the formal statement by POXTSCHKE, each Tank Com-
mander had to slgn a statement, reading substentlially as follows:

"I hereby declare that I uhall commit mysslf whole-
heartedly in the coming offensive." 5
77
I"Go {3
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The Officers were sitting in the same room, but if they signed
the same forms, I can't say.

On the 15th of December, our Battallion and my Company were
assembled in the woods in the viecinity of BLANKENHEIM. On the
afternoon of the 15th of December, Obersturmfuehrer JUNKER gave
a speech to the men in the Company. The men were seated on the
ground in a semicircle around a fire. JUNKER stood back of the
fire, facing the men. To JUNKER'S left sat the Officers in the
Company, including STEINIGER, ASMUSSEN, STERNEBECK and SIEG.
At this meeting, JUNKER spoke as follows:

"It will start shortly. The order might come through
today or tomorrow morning telling us to attack. If a
civilian or an American so much as appears before you, he
will be bumped off. No consideration will be shown."

I do not know if any of the other Officers spoke to the men
following Obersturmfuehrer JUNKER'S statement, as I left immedi-
ately thereafter to do some work on my tank.

The next morning, 16 Decemberl944, hefore the attack started,
Obers turmfuehrer JUNKER again spoke to the men in the Company.
He told us substantially the same thing as he had the day before
except that he mentioned the support that we would have. After
S5 Obersturmfuehrer JUNKER finished talking, the men returned to
thelr respective platoon locations, and shortly thereafter, S8
Obersturmfuehrer SIEG talked to us of the Second Platoon. I
remember that he sald substantially as follows:

"You will not forget the orders that have been given
you. You will shoot everybody in front of your barrels.
We must spread terror and panic before us. SKORZENY will
have troops dressed in American uniforms ahead of us. You
will know that they are our own soldiers because if you
encounter them they will take off their steel helmets and
wave them. No mercy will be shown towards civilians or
prisoners of war, but you will be careful not to shoot at
SKORZENY'S troops who will be in American uniforms."

On the 16th of December, between two and three o'clock, I
had motor trouble with my tank and had to fall out of the column.
The rest of the Company went ahead. I arrived in BUELLINGEN,
after making the necessary repairs, around 1300 or 1400 hours,
the 17th of December 1944. Around 1500 or 1530 hours, I again
had some more motcr trouble with my tank. This was between
BUELLINGEN and the crosa-roads north of ENGELSDORF, where I later
saw American soldiers who were lying in a fleld where they had
been shot. This cross-road is shown on a Map of Central Europe,
1:100,000, G.5., G.3., No. 4416, BONN, Sheet S.1, at coordinates
81.5 - 02. As I approached this cross-road, there was a Mark V
Tank on the right hand side of the road, and Unterscharfuehrer
STORM, Cormander of thie tank, was standing out in the road be=-
side 1it. As I approached this intersection, I was sitting on my
turret, with my feet outside and STORM motioned me to stop. I
stopped the tank, and inquired of STORM which way I should go,
stralght ahead or to the left. 'He told me I was t0 make a left
turm. Unterscharfuehrer STORM told me that he had recelved fire
from behind a house, designated as House No. 6 on the attached
sketch which I have marked as Exhibit "A". This Bketch is made
a part of this affidavit and 1s attached hereto. I then entered
the intersection, made a left turn, and at.opped my tank at the
point shown by a reotangle with the letter "A" on the green




bordered enlargement on said Exhibit "A". In front of the fleld
and on the right hand side of the road headed towards ENGELSDORF
was a parked column of American trucks. These trucks have been
designated by triangular symbols on Exhibit "A". As my tank
moved from the intersection to the point indicated by the rect-
angle "A", STORM'S tank moved forward. I couldn't see STORM'S
tank because the house indicated as No. 6 on the attached sketch
obstructed the view.

I diemounted from my tank and as I stood up out on the road,
SCHREIER got out of the tank. We did not see anything except
what appeared to be the dead bodies of American soldiers lying
in the pasture on the right hand side of the road. I left my
tank, walking a few meters back towards the intersection passed
between two of the American vehicles, crossed the ditch and
entered the pasture where the American soldiers were on the ground.
The approximate path I took is shown by a dot-dash ( + = . =
1line in the green bordered enlargement on Exhibit "A". The path
taken by SCHREIER is shown by a dotted line. At a point which I
belleve was approximately at circles 38 and 39 in the green
bordered enlargement on Exhibit "A", two American soldiers lay on
the ground. One lay with his face and stomach down, with his
head pointed southwestwardly and his feet northeastwardly towards
the intersection. His face and head were resting on his arms.
Another soldler lay with his head northwestwardly and his feet
southeastwardly with his legs across the body of the soldier
benath him. I touched the above soldier with my foot, and the
one beneath moved sllightly pulling in his head and hands. When
this soldler moved, it was apparent to me that he was still alive
but was playing dead. I then stooped over, grabbing him by the
clothing around his back or neck, and told him to get up. He
stood up in front of me and showed no evidence of having been
wounded. The first thing I did was to tell him and show him by
gestures that he was to take off his fleld jacket. This Jacket
was not the type with a zipper in front, but had buttons. It was
dark green and had three or four pockets. This soldier took off
the jJacket ahd handed 1t to me. I took the Jacket from him and
dropped it to the ground beside me. I believe, although I am not
sure, that the next thing I took from him was the wrist watch.
Then I told him to take off his overshoes. He already had one
of his overshoes off and had the other one unbuckled and was get-
ting it off his foot hy holding the heel of the overshoe agalnst
the toe of the shoe on the other foot. As he was doing this, I
turned him slightly so that his back wes towards me. Then I fired
with my Belgium nine millimeter plstol into the back of his neck.
This shot came out of the soldier's mouth. Then he fell backwards.
I might have fired more than one round before he fell as the pistol
was an automatic. After he fell to the ground, I fired one shot
into his heart and another shot directly above 1it, into his chest.
When these two shots were fired, this American was lying on his
back, on the ground. Then I fired the final shot directly into
the center of his forehead. During my years in the Germsn army, I
have seen many dead soldiers, both enemy and our own, and there is
absolutely no question but that this soldier was dead after I
fired these shots at him.

At the time I shot this American soldier, he was unarmed and
made no attempt whatever to escape from my custody. I knew he
was an American soldier by hle uniform. At the time the shots
were fired, I Jjudge that my pistol was approximately one meter
distance from this American soldier. That applies to all of the
shots that I fired. I remember distinctly that I took firat one
step backwards before I fired the first shot into the back of his
neck.
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Just as I had finished firing, thers was firing from the
machine gun of my tank. This machine gun 1s the turret
machine gun that is mounted alongside and parallel to the 7.5
centimeter cannon in the turret. At the time it was fired,
it was pointed at approximately 3:30 o'clock. Approximately
25 or 30 rounds were fired, according to my estimate, in one
burst. I could not see who was actually firing this machine
gun in my tank as it i1s impossible to do 80, but I know that
the gunner, GRISCHATZ, and the loader, SCHROEDER, were still
in the tank, and normally 1t takes two men to operate the
machine gun, one to load and the other t0 alm the machine gun
and fire 1t by pressing a foot pedal. As soon as I heard the
firing, I shouted that they should stop that crazy shooting.
Immediately thereafter, SCHROEDER came out of the tank and

entered the fileld. I have indlcated SCHROEDER'S path by a line
of dashes ( - = = = ).

Then I plcked up the fleld jacket and the overshoes, and
about at this time Unterscharfuehrer STORM came through the
hedge at the north end of the fleld. If I remember correctly,
he was accompanied by another German soldier, no doubt a member
of his crew. When STORM approached me, he asked me if I had
done the shooting. I told him I had, and explained that the
American soldler had moved, and that I had shot him. Then I
left, walking across the fleld in the direction of my tank.

After I had taken three or four steps in the direction of my
tank, I heard two or three pistol shots behind me. No one was
standing behind me at that time except Unterscharfuehrer STORM
and the soldier who I believe was with him, both of whom had
pistols in their hands when I turned my back and started walk-
ing towards my tank. I do not know whether 1t was STORM or the
other man, nor did I see what they were shooting at.

On Exhibit "A" I have indicated by an "X" the approximate
8pot where I shot the American soldier. When I reached the
point indicated by the letter "Y" on Exhibit "A", I turned to
my right rear, and told SCHROEDER and SCHREIER to retum to the
tank. At that time SCHROEDER wae standing at the point indlcated
by the letter "S", and I saw him fire a pistol shot in the
general direction that would be indicated by a line drawn from

the letter "S8" to the Circle 22. I do not mean that he fired
at a soldier who was lying at the spot indicated by Circle 22,
as I could not tell, but that was his approximate aim. His arm
was extended in front of him, the pistol muzzle pointed at the
ground. According to my best recollection, SCHROEDER only fired
this one shot, but I am not sure. He might have fired more than
one .

After I had told SCHROEDER and SCHREIER to return to our
tank, I continued on out of the field and crossed the ditch.
Then I saw S8 Untersturmfuehrer KRAUSE standing up in his com=
munications SPW, which had stopped on the road behind my tank.
KRAUSE'S was the only SPW that I noticed, but I would not swear
that there were not others behind his. Untersturmfuehrer KRAUSE
asked me what was going on, and I told him that Unterscharfuehrer
STORM had stopped me, told me about having received enemy fire
from behind the house, and that I had gone in the field and had
shot an American who was not dead. He inquired if there was
anything else wrong, and I told him no. As soon as I finished
talking with Untersturmfuehrer KRAUSE, I proceeded to my tank,
mounted, and we started off.
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When I was in the field, I was dressed in the regular
black Panzer uniform, consisting of black wool trousers and
a black leather jacket, and the regular black wool cap. The
other men in my crew had the same uniform, but I can no
longer remember whether they actually had on their leather
Jackets at the time or not. At the time I was in the fileld,
the only other non-commissioned officer present was Unter=-
scharfuehrer STORM, and he came in the field after I had shot
the American soldier. The only tank parked on the road in
front of the fleld was my tank. Before I went over to talk
to Untersturmfuehrer KRAUSE, I had told my tank crew to start
the motor of my tank. I did not hear or see any shooting other
than I have described in this statement, but 1t 1s possible
that there were other shote that I did not hear.

The watch that I had taken from the American either had
four sldes or six sides, it had a leather strap and it was gold
or only gold-plated. I do not remember the make of the watch
but my recollection 1s that it was a "US" on the back of it.

Exhibit "A", which bears my signature, was not drawn by
me but 1t is a correct and accurate drawing of the road
crossing to which I have referred in this statement; 1t correct-
ly shows House No. 6 at the intersection, the small shed near
the house, the hedge at the north end of the pasture and the

field itself, where the American soldiers lay on the ground.
The other houses shown on this sketch, I do not recall. I do
not mean that they were not there or that the sketch does not
properly designate them, but I simply do not remember any house
except house No. 6, as I was only on the right side of the road
and in the fleld, and I paid no attention to the surrounding
terrain.

At the time of this offensive and at the time of this
particular shooting, I was On bad terms not only with the
Battalion Commander, Sturmbannfuehrer POETSCHKE, but also the
Company Commander, Obersturmfuehrer JUNKER. As a matter of fact,
I had been transferred from the Supply Company to the 6th
Company, as punishment. Prior to the offensive, I had received
orders from Sturmbannfuehrer POETSCHKE and Obersturmfuehrer
JUNKER to show no mercy and to shoot everything before my
barrel. When I found this American soldier unwounded and still
alive, in the fleld at the crose-roads, I shot him to prove to
my Company Commander, Obersturmfuehrer JUNKER, and my Battalion
Commander, Sturmbannfuehrer POETSCHKE, that I was a good man
and that I abeyed thelr orders. Furthermore, just as soon as
I arrived in ENGELSDORF I told Unterscharfushrer WRABBETZ, in
the presence of Schuetze Kurt DETHLEFS, that I had shot this
American. I wanted them to know it because I wanted the word
to get to my Company Commander and my Battalion Commander that
I wae obeying their orders and that I was a good man. I had
to shoot this American soldier in obedience to the order that
I had gotten from Sturmbannfuehrer POETSCHKE and Obersturmfuehrer
JUNKER, because when they said that everything that showed 1t-
self before our guns was to be shot, that meant civilians and
goldiers, whether they had surrendered or not, == slmply every-
thing that was alive and that appeared hefore us.

Thie statement conasisting of fifteen pages plus Exhibit
"A", in my own h-ndwrit.in%. was glven by me voluntarily and
of my own free will. No force or duress was used by those who
interrogated me, and no promises of reward, immunity from

-5«




prosecution or threats of any kind were made.

I swear before God that this statement is the truth, and
I am prepared to repeat same under oath in any court of
Justice.

(S1gned) HUBERT HUBER
6 February 1946

Sworn to and subscribed before
me this 16th day of February
1946 at Schwaebisch Hall, Ger.

/8/ RAPHAEL SHUMACKER
Capt. CMP
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the several questions set fc his testimong had
been transoribed, th d Hosser the same and affixed his
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left malar bone to & point l,’g inches in front of the right ear, and to a point on
the right cheek with the nose &nd maxilla laid back, exposing the base of the skull.
There is & blast skull wound with the whole scalp and skull fragments hanging by a
amall pedicle made up of the skin of the forehead. The cerebrum is entirely missing.
GSW, penetrating wound, bullet, neck at midiine, anterior, two penetrating bullet
wounds, chest, anteriorly and three penetrating wounds, bullet, chest, posterior.

No definite exit wounds seen. Blast wound, shrapnel, head, face, severe, with
destruction of skull, cereburm and most of face, apparently post mortem.

Tag No. 42
Identified a L. M. BURNEY, 38450179, 575th Amb. Co.

Personal effects found: Half can of tobacco, handkerchief, small key, one pe&arl
bead, white metal religious medal, pocket knife, three wooden pencils, celluloid
cigarette case, and one photograph in a billfold.

Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed: Field jacket
with First Army insignia on sleeve, OD shirt and trousers, OD sweater, (I shoes
with leather tops, GI underwear. Right trouser leg torn by shrapnel, otherwise
clothing undamaged.

Medical diagnosis: GSW, perforating wounds, bullet, head. Three wounds of
entrance, two at the chin, left, one, left of base of nose. Three exit wounds,
right mastoid region. Extensive shrapnel wounds to right leg, fracture compound
comminuted tibia and fibula, post mortem.

Tag No. 43
Identified as: WILLIAM J. DUNBAR, 35056576, Pvt., Btry B, 285th FA Obsn. Bn
Personal effects found: Soldier's paybook, one fountain pen, pocket knife, comb,

et containing four 20-mark German notes, two 100-mark German notes, one lO-mark
German note, and pictures.

Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed: Soldier was
wearing GI overcoat, OD trousers and shirt, GI sweater, field jacket, gloves,
leggings, and overshoes.
Medical diagnosis: GSW, penetrating wound, bullet, skull, right parietal region
with wound of entrance one inch above and one inch behind right ear. The tract
courses anterior. Penetrating wound left chest, posterior, just below scapula,

Tag No. bi /Q?)’\, 5}

Identified &s: ROBERT J. SNYDER, ;_ézr%uoh Sgt ey mw By 285th FA Obsn. Bnf | _
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Personal effects found: New Testament, Parker pen, 20 German marks, photographs,
assorted cards, two coins, yellow metal wedding ring on left hand, yellow signet
ring on right hand.

Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed: Overcoat,
sweater, OD shirt and trousers, field jacket, GI shoes with leather tops, over-
shoes, gloves, and wool knit cap. Bullet holes in jacket and shirt, right trouser
leg apparently torn by shrapnel.

Medical diagnosis: GSW, perforating wounds, bullet, left chest, one entrance wound
at level at fifth rib, other at level of the lower costal margin, anterior. One
wound of exit left chest, posterior, opposite third dorsal spine. Fxtensive
lacerations right thigh and right leg varying in size from 2em to 8cm in diameter
without blood stain. Fracture compound comminuted right femur and right fibula,
post mortem. In the opinion of the medical officer, the chest wounds were fatal.

Tag No. 46
Identified as: JAMES E. LUERS, 33034725, T/5, Btry B, 285th FA Obsn. Bn.

Personal effects found: Handkerchief, one chain for knife, one tin (small) box,
paybook, cigarettes, Spiritual Almanac for Wartime, billfold, French 5-franc note,
assorted coins, photographs, and various cards.

Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed: Field jacket, GI
sweater, OD shirt and trousers, leggings, and overshoes. Holes in clothing caused
by bullet penetration.

Medical diagnosis: GSV, penetrating wound, bullet, right temporal region, into
brain. Perforating wound, ab , entrance abd in front, exit left chest,
posterior. Perforating wound, bullet, entrance penis and abdomen, anterior, and
exit left chest, posterior.

Tag No. 48
Identified as: DAYTON E. WUSTERBARTH, 36258533, T/5, 546th Amb. Co.
Personal effects found: Billfold, photographs, Medical Department identification
cards, paybook, one 1000 Belgian franc note, one 100 Belgian franc note, one 20
Belgian franc note, one 5 Belgian franc note, assorted coins, Hit Kit Song Sheet,

2 packages of cigarettes, one pocket knife, one Morrison pen and pencil set, one
comb, two handkerchiefs, one Red Cross brassard on &rm.

Description and condition of outer clothin, befox-e €. disrobed: This soldier was
processed on January 9&5 andlnb tha “ TR 'deucriptionu were taken.
. agthoril Ltg Elg
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Medical diagnosis: GSW, perforating wound (hullet)'right chest. No bleeding from
wound. Contusion frontal area of the skull with bleeding from mouth and nose and
ecchymosis about eyes. Probable fracture of skull. Penetrating wound, skull (bullet)
through the frontal bone, right.

Tag No. 70
Identified as: RAYMOND A. HEITMANN, 37403877, T/5, 197th AAA AY En.

Personal effects found: PBone handled pocket knife with one side broken off, one
small pocket knife, Conklin fountain pen, white metal Eifel Tower souvenir ring,
billfold, two miscellaneous coins, one American dollar bill, one American silver
dollar, paybook, 605 Belgian francs, two photos (very small), Army driver's permit,
EM identification card.

Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed: Field jacket,
coveralls over 0D underclothing. Pants legs and jacket torn in a number of places,
apparently from shrapnel. OD gloves also worn, left shoe, right shoe had been
removed.

Medical diagnosis: There are a number of shrépnel wounds of the left chest,
abdomen, and right leg, rather extensive in nature, with intestinal contents
protruding through a gapping wound of the abdomen, 5 inches in diameter. GSW,
penetrating wounds, bullet, chest, three in number with entrance wounds left
ventro lateral and right ventro lateral. Penetrating wounds, bullet, abdomen,
five in number, with entrance wounds left side anterior. Penetrating wound at
forehead, shrapnel (?), left side of neck, left chest, mid-axillary line, super-
public region, and lower third right thigh. Large piece of shrapnel was found in
one of the chest wounds., In my opinion death was due to multiple bullet wounds
of chest and abdomen.

Tag No. A
Identified as: JOHN S. MUNZINGER, 0-1184554, lst It., Btry B, 285th FA Oben. Bn.

Personal effects found: Wallet, two 100 mark notes, one 1l0O-mark note, three l-mark
notes, two 3-mark notes, AGO card, Shaefer fountain pen, photographs, pocket knife,
three keys, letters, lst lieutenant's bar, FA insignia.

Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed: Soldier was
wearing officer's mackinaw, field jacket, GI sweater, rubber boots, gloves, scarf,
combat suit, and OD pants, also knit cap and hood. Clothing in good shape except
hood which had hole in it.

Medical diagnosis: This man has the entire face and head covered with blood. There
is & greenish discoloration of therMlSlHE\.}k dbdowens! | Fenetrating wound, bullet,
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right parietal region, one inch above and one inch behind right ear, about lem

and a half in diameter, with bone fragments outside the wound. No entrance wound
seen about face even though face is covered with blood. This wound might have been
caused by bullet which had first penetrated the helmet. A hole in wool hood man
was wearing shows bullet hole 1 cm in diameter in same region.

NOT TAGGED
Identified as: DAVID T. O'GRADY, 31304038, Cpl., Btry B, 285th FA Obsn. Bn.

Personal effects found: Billfold, comb, roll of black tape, Germén belt buckle,
soldier's paybook, photographs, address book, two coins, piece of aluminum, pipe,
cigarette lighter, two Army A's, rosary, Parken pen, pocket knife, plastic whistle,
miscellaneous papers, 31 German marks, two books air mail stamps,

Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed: Field jacket,
OD trousers and shirt, leggings, overshoes, OD gloves, and GI underclothing.
Clothing in good shape with exception of bullet holes in shirt and jacket.

Medical diagnosis: GSW, perforating wound, bullet, left arm with fracture compound
comminuted left humeris. Perforating wound, bullet, left elbow with fracture com-
pound comminuted upper end of ulna. Penetrating wound, bullet, left chest just
above level of costal margin in anterior axillary line, about 3em in diameterwith
what is apparently abdominal contents (omenturn) presenting in the wound.

NOT TAGGED
Identified as: DONALD L. BLOOM, 33569720, Pvt., Btry B, 285th FA Obsn. Bn.
Personal effects found: Billfold, PX ration card, photographs, miscellaneous cards,
white metal wrist chain, Parker pen, pocketlknife, key chain, 16 cents in American
coins, miscellaneous coins, soldier's paybook, two letters, and white metal ring
on left hand.

Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed: OD trousers and
shirt, sweater, leggings, and overshoes

Medical diagnosis: GSW, bullet, penetrating, wound, skull, right temporal region.
The tract runs toward right eye, the lids of which are very echymotic. No other
wounds of entry or exit seen.

NOT TAGGED

Identified as: HOWARD W. LAUFRR, 33414793, T/5 Btry B, 285th FA Obsn. En.
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Personal effects found: White metal ring on left hand, pocket knife, billfold,
miscellaneous photos, blood soaked papers, cigarette lighter, fountain pen, tooth
brush, two First Army insignias in pocket, address book, Army driver's permit,
22} German marks, 60 Belgian francs, 9 French franc nctes, Social Security card
206-01-1535, American Legion membership card.

Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed: Driver's
mackinaw, sweater, OD shirt and trousers, under clothing, shoes and socks.

Medical diagnosis: GSW, perforating wound, left shoulder, bullet. GSW, perforating
wound, right heel (bullet). Contusions, multiple, face and neck. In my opinion
blows to the face contributed to cause of death.

W#u M- Syl

JOHN N. SNYDER,
Captain, Medical Corps,
A4hth BEvacuation Hospital.

Subscribed and sworn to before
me this 22 day of January 1945.

L o
WOODWARD C. GARDINER,
Major, I. G. D.,
Assistant Army Inspector General.




That on 14, 156 and 16 January 1945 at M B Belgium, he n d bodies
brought into Malmedy under the supervision teneral Ss A
that the bodies were disrobed for t} f tf examinati hat the identi-
fications indicated were made at the ' his examination f'rom iden ication
tags, pay cards, and other dences in the clothing; that the tag numbers referred
to are those placed on the bodies by Inspectors General before removal from place
of discovery; and that the bodies when delivered to him for examination were still
in a frozen state with some snow still adhering to them.

Tag No. 8
Identified as: ROJER L. MILLS, 0-391465, Capt., Hq Btry, 285th FA Obsn.

Personal effects found: Brown leather wallet, zipper type, cigarette lighter, two
mechanical pencils, Tingernail clipper, note boolk, comb, & German marks, 6 pence,
registered mail receipt #340, yellow gold wedding band on third finger left hand,
fingernail file, and miscellaneous ocards.

Desoription and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed: Trench coat,
gloves, overshoes, (D trousers.

Medical diagnosis: Examination reveals a penetrati. wound of the skull in the
reglon of the center of the right parietal bone. This wound is about one end one=
half centimeters in diameter, apparently caused by small arms fire.

Identified as: WAYNE L. SCOIT, 35571540, Pvt., 5756th Amb. Co.

Personal effects found: Pay book with the name Benjamin Lindt, 38009681, cigarette
thLer, Pass for Pvt. Samuel B. Dobyns, 576th Ambulance Company.

Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed: Not taken on this
body.

Medical diagnosis: Apparently shot through the mouth; mouth filled with blood clots.
Apparently struck on the left side of chin with solid object as there is a disloca=
tion of the jaw to the right.

Tag No. 1'.5_

Identified as: GILBERT R. PITTMAN, 3560418, Pvt., Rkny B, 286th FA Obsn. Bn.
- [ % {
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finger

ondition of outer hing e bei Not taken

Medical diagnosis: Compound comminuted fracture of 8} th all of th
missing Including the base of the skull. Complete decerebr Both eyes are
missing; portion of the left nostril missing and all of the e of 5 1 cheek
is missing. OScalp with its hair is still iutact and

Gun shot wound in the glands of the penis. Two gun shot

about one inch above the knee joint

Large gun shot wound of left 1 inuted

fibula.

stry B,

e Bible, note book, case for glasses,
vo fountain pens, two hanical scissors,
5, several coins, brown leather walle

driver's t, Boy Scoub

Description and before be
overcoat, OD trousers, leggings, and Overshoes.

Medical diagnosis: Penetrating wound of left chest; wound about two inches in
JTameter. Wound is in the mid axillary line and extends inward for about eight

inches. Tract leads up toward the heart. There is also a perforating wound of the
right ankle.

Identified asy GEORGE B. STEFFY, 33497308, T/4, Btry B, 285th FA
Personal effects found: Mechanical pencil, knife, one key, Service Testame

Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed: OD shirt and
trousers, field jacket, overshoes, leggings, and gloves.

Medical diagunosis: [Examination reveals a large perforating wound of the cheat
anteriorly. The wound of entrance is on the left side of the chest level of the
sixth rib and wound of exit is at right side from about the seventh to the ninth
rib. This wound apparently went through the left lung, lower end of the Leart and
through the right lung.

EXHIBIT H
112




hree
LLe hruLex, Ax‘m_y drivcr
tration card i u.nﬂ‘
ress book, 125 Germa

Desoription and condition of outer clothi
0D suit, combat shoes.

wound of left arm. racture
the abdomen posteriorly. This wound e

} .
here a

is a bullet wound of the forehead J
right eye lash. There is no blood around this area whic iv ome indication
that this may have been inflicted post mortem. Perforating wound dorsum, left hand.
It appears that after this man was shot in the left arm, apparently turned on his
left le bringing his right hand up to his face and i
this position the hole

in his forehead was caus

g No. 37

Identified as: CHARLES F. HAINE! 33497239, T/5, Btry B, FA Obsn., Bn.
Personal effects found: Identification bracelet on right wrist, yellow gold wedding
Pand on third finger right hand, letters, brown leather wallet, one American dollar
and one two-dollar bill, New Testatment, soldier's paybook, photographs, gold medal
and fountain pen. Collection of foreign coins.

Description and condition of outer olothing before being disrcbed:

0D trousers and
Gvershoes.

Mediocal diagnosis: Examination of the chest reveals a large stellate wound. The
wound of entrance in the left is at about the fourth interspace, wound of exit
is stellate, extends from about the fourth rib down to about the level of the umbilicus
and through the sternum to the mid axillary line. It is my impression that this
may have been caused by a high explosive type of shell. Examination of the neck
shows a hole one and one-half centimeters in diameter on the right side of the neck,
There is another hole in the forehead just above the right eyebrow and powder marks
around this hole give some indication that this wound in the forehead was caused by
small arms fire at olose range and apparently inflicted post mortem.

» which

Identified as:

CARL M. STEVENS, 31096248 ERHONSEYNEELEBBEL FA Obsn. Bn.|Ex [ 24
by authority of Ltr. Ha. U.S.F BaF il
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% iers, ocar ener, four coins, black 1

taining PX ration card and miscellanecus cards, 28 German marks

Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed: 1d jacket,
0D trousers, overshoes.

siss This patient shows that he has been given first aid treatment,
dage on the upper third of his left arm (this is a compressor type
bandage usually carried in a first aid kit). Upon of the bandage there is
a penetrating wound into the left shoulder he wound is about one inch in
liameter, somewhat oval ir pe and the e ' the wound are black. I don't
believe these are powder marks. There a fracture, compound comminuted of the
d s ere is a bullet wound in the posterior axillary line. This
dismeter, has apparently entered the abdominal
e orest of the ileum. There is another perfor '
wound of This wound measures about one-half inch in diameter. I
don't believe this wound entered the pelvis. There is on the right side of the
parietal region a wound about one inch in length. Further examination shows a
perforating wound through the skull penetrating the outer end inner tables. Fracture
compound of the skull.

Tag No. 47
Identified as: THOMAS F. WATT, 37337935, T/4, Btry B, 25th FA Obsn. Bn.

Personal effects found: So\qiir!s pay book, pay book cass, five photographs, brown
Teather wallet With zippef/ Hiné PRotographs, PX ration oard, letters.

Desoription and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed: Field jacket, OD
trousers, overshoes.

Medical diagnosis: Kxamination reveals perforating wound of the chest at the ninth
Tnterspace. This wound gives the appsarance of having been caused by small arms

fire at close range. This wound is devoid of blood giving the appearance of having
been inflicted post mortem. The left side of ths chest shows a large abrasion with
some blood clots. This case shows evidence of blood clots in mouth and both nostrils.
However, there is no evidence of any bullet holes around the face. Cause of death in
this case possibly due to the bullet wound of right chest which may have gotten one
of the large pulmonary vessels or the heart.

Tag No. 49
Identified as: JOSEPH A. BROZOWSKI, 33460580, Cpl., Btry B, 285th FA Obsn. Bn.

Personal effects fo Diary (1943), pocket comb, two fountain pens, Bible,

Soldiers and Sailors Manual, cigarette lig SRR@p FA5e, Dlack leather wallet,
pass, receipt made out to his nm&%ssﬁszﬁqiqm}? s, poljaetions, PX ration oard,
3 ELS.“

uf
8“
EXHIBIT H !

Z




al cigarette

Description a sondition of outer clothing before being
body .

Medical diwncslsx Shot in the face. Nostrils and mouth filled with blood clots.
Gun shot wou left leg, penetrating wound. Perforating wound of right amm
about four inches above the elbow joint with compound comminuted fracture of the
hume rus.

Identified as: PERRY L. REARDON, O t Lt. 2 h FA Obsn.

Personal effects found: Pass to Verviers from 1800 to 23 9 December 1944, signed
by Capt. Leon T. Scarbrough. One yellow gold weddi rmu, brown leather photo folder
containing pioture of wife and baby, several letters, one cig e lighter, plastic
cigarette case, Parker fountain pen, sharp fountair n, automatic pencil, comb,
note book, collection of Belgian coin 4 German ) 20 franc Belgian note and

a Field Artillery pin.

Description and condition of outer clothing bef ing disrot Field jacket, QD
trousers and overshoes.

"edxcal d)aux uilax Penetrating wound of right knee with considerable blood clots
@bout this area., Hair is filled with blood clots. Examination of the head does not
reveal any evidence of bullet wound, however, there is indication of considerable
hemorrhage from the left ear which may indicate fracture of the base of the skull
and in all likelihood this may have been caused by a blow on the head. I believe
the injury to the head is secondary to the gun shot wound of the knee.

Identified as: PAUL G. DAVIDSON, 33419746, T/Sgt., Btry B, 286th FA Obsn. Bn.

Personal effects found: Money belt, soldier's pay book, letters, pen knife,
American colns, American dollar bill, cigarette lighter, small screw driver,
fountain pen, Pocket Treasury (religious book), black leather wallet containing
papers, air mail stamps, Army driver's permit, photographs, 25 German marks.

Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed: Field jacket,
0D trousers and overshoes.

Medical diagnosis: Examination of the back reveals two perforating wounds; one on
The right side about the level of the eleventh rib which extends into the chest cavity

for about six inches. This wound (T:CSCJXFRSA'HL R .Kn%lﬂh one and one-half inches
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cription and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed:
trousers.

Medical diegnosis: forating wound of the left leg about six ir
Tmee Joint. There is a large ‘enuraun(, wound of the right forearm with frac
i he ulna radius. The is a perforating wound of
de of the skull, about two inc upper edge of right ear
\ some blood around the hair. The appearance of this wound is that 1
inflicted at close range. Apparently this, patient was still alive at the time when
e head wound was inflicted.

Identified as: SELMER H., LEU, 36291027, L‘/’a, Btry B, 285th FA Oben. Bn.

Personal effects found: Brown leather photo folder, soldier's prayer card, card
station hospital), military service certificate, soldier's pay book, black leather
wallet containing cards and photos, coins, USA pin with T/4 insignia, 170 German
marks.

Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed; Field jacket.

Medical diagnosis: This body shows the following: A bullet hole in center of fore-
head whic 8 pointed upward. Most of the nose, mouth and right cheek missing; edges
of the skin in this area appear to be rather smoothly cut out. The entire right arm
is missing, right chest and right side of the abdomen is mlasin;; down to the vertebrae;
the entire pelvis is missing; lungs, heart and abdominal viscera is miesing; both
legs are missing except for short stump of left leg which is held by skin. The edge
of the skin about the chest appears very smooth and gives some indication that an
attempt wes made to dismember the body. It is possible that most of this damage may
have been caused by chell fire, however, the smooth edges of the skin indicute a sharp
instrument was used. Both feet are seve“«,qr{c? t.m body ¢uf; @re encased in overshoes
| C
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btry B,

effects found Soldier's ook, letters, newspaper c
religious book), comb, 1
German phrase book, surveyors note book, t r wallet, A_,L\)‘l\,
and an American penny.

pings, Pocket

photographs,

be. 5 being disrobed; aincoat, QD

urou:mr-a, 1cuu“
Medical diagnosis: TFracture, compound comminute " the lef ilna and radius
g Trom the wrist up tc the elbow joint.
erves and most of t muscles. 1t lateral as
is a wound extendin " to about
lowsr and middle third of gh. This wound is about

the

It extends dowa tc the femur, however, the femur seems to be intact.
seems to be one caused by a shell fragment.

Identified as: SAMUEL A. HALLMAN, 33538625, Pvt., Btry B, 285th FA Obsn. Bn.

Personal effects found: Letters, key ring with several keys, coins, black leather

wallet With photographs, two small photos and holders, 100

marks.

rench francs, 152 German

Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed: Field jacket,
0D trousers, overshoes.

Medical diagnosis: Left thigh shows wound extending from the knee to mid thigh;
Joint Is destroyed. About five inches of the lower end of the femur is missing.

The left leg shows a small perforating wound on the upper third. The right thigh
shows a lacerating wound about two and one-half inches in length apparently caused
by a bullet. There is a perforating wound of the abdomen about one-half inch in
diameter located about three and one-half inches to the right of umbilicus. There
is a large wound of the chest and abdomen on the right side measuring about six by
three inches which has fractured the r\&nth, tenth and eleventh rib. This wound ex-
tends into the chest cavity. There is/perf'orabm;‘ wound of the chest in posterior
axillary line on the left side. The lef't arm has been seversd at the level of the
lower and middle third.

Tag No.

Identified CARL B. FREY, 33497298, Pfc, Btry B, 285th FA Obsn.

Personal effects found: Letters, i rs;tu -al~h< pmovn leather picture

er w cards and pictures

‘ ﬁg‘l‘c Fe.ah ipai pencils, brown
“.AI‘}IT H
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Desoription and cor ion of outer clo . bafore being disrobed:
0D trousers, leggings, overshoes.

Medical diagnosis: Examination reveals a bullet wound at inner cantus of right eye.
Fxamination does not reveal any injury tc the syball itself. A probe was inserted
into this tract for sbout two inches. There is blood around eye and nostrils. It
appears that thisvent into the skull. t leg shows a severe perforating wound
with fracture, compound comminuted at the nudjl- third of the tibia and fibula. Thie
patient died with his hands up above his head.

Identified as: ROBERT L. McKINNE 5557 )6, T/, Btry B, 286th FA Obsn. Bn.

Personal effects found: Leather cigarette case, pictures, picture holder, soldier's
Pay book, mechanical pencil, coins, key ring with two keys, small nail file, bond
order receipt, WD Form 38 receipt for §75.00, black leather wallet, Army driver's
license, 455 German marks, Virginia State motor vehicle operator's license.

Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrcbed: Field jacket,
QD trousers, overshoes.

Medical diagnosis: This case shows the head to be flattened out, skul fractured.

s apparently was caused by a truck going over the body. It is impossible to
determine any gun shot wounds. Examination shows perforating wound of right
inguinal region about three-quarter inches in diemeter. This wound enters the
pelvis. On the left side there is a perforating wound with the wound entrance in
the femoral rezion and the wound of exit in the inguinal region. There is a
fracture ol the pubic bone. There is another penetrating wound on the outer third
of the thigh about two inches below pouparts region. There is another perforating
wound which apparently struck the anterior superior spine of the ileum.

Identified as: STANLEY ', PIASECKI, 36893689, Pvt., Btry B, 286th FA Obsn. Bn.

Personal effects found: REM identification card, fountain pen, cigarette lighter,
small pocket knife, Key chain, collection of keys, small pair of tweezers, note
book, brown leather wallet, Form 38 WD receipt, PX ration card, 1520 Belgian francs,
money order receipt No. 3827 for $30.00 to wife, papers, small notes, yellow gold
wedding band.

Desoription and condition of outer clothing before bein& disrobed: Mackinaw j
0D trousers, overshoes.

EXHIBIT H
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Identified as: CHCIL J. CASH, 374030@3, T/4, 197th

Parsonal effects found: Pair of glasses with case,
Soolal Security oard, soldier's pay book, 20 francs
pen knives, latters, fingernail clip, and two keys.

Desoription and condition of outer clothin
leggings, overshoes.

soldier's

black leather wallet with
in Belgian currency, comb, tWo

Examination reveals perforating wound through the right

bound comminuted fracture of the skull. The wo
This patient was shot
the helmet and e d bled profusely, t helmet liner was filled with

entrance measurss about one-half inch in dismeter.

Not Tagged

Identified as: DELBERT J. JONSON, SRBBRESTICRTiON A
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Pvt Max Drechsner (PW) T4 BY: aptain Alfred T. Bogen
1lth Ccompany, 3d Bn, ~ CAQ, Acting Assistant
999th Brigade, Army Inspector Genersl,
FPN 274450, First U. S. Army.

INTERPRETER: 2nd Lt, Jerry I. Schultz, DATE: 29 January 1945.
PWI Detachment, G~2,
First U.S. Army.

TAKEN AT: ~  Master Interrogation Center.

IG: I am here to get further information concerning atrocities
committed against Allied personnel,

1. Q. Do you understand the sanctity of an oath?
A. Yes.

2. Q. Do you object to taking an ocath?
A+ No.

The witness is sworn.

3. Q. State ‘your name, rank, organization, and serial number?
. A. Max Drechsner, Private, 1lth Company, 999th Brigade, 3d Battalion,
FPN 27445D.

he Q. Have you ever seen any atrocities committed against allied
prisoners of war?
A. T have not seen eny being committed against them.

5+ Q. Have you heard of any, or seen the result of any?
A. Yes, I heard of them and saw the result in Hansfeld.

6. d. Do you know the approximate date when this happened?
A« On the 17th or 18th December 1944 they were committed. I saw the
bodies 14 days after that.

7+ Qs Do you know who shot these prisoners?
As According to the testimony of civilians it was the Ss,

8. B. Do you know what organization?
A+ I do not know,

Q. Do you know the names of any of the officers who ordered these
D

} £

9.
executions?

No, sir. CLASSIFICATION LA

by authoriiy ot Hg

lle AG 0005 GBI-AGO 27 3¢
EXHIBIT A (}ﬁhﬂl ‘
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I certify that Max Drechsner (PW) Private, FPN 27445D, llth Company, 3d
Battalion, 999th Brigade, testified before me, under oath, through 2nd Lt.
Jerry I. Schultz, PWI Detachment, G-2, First U. S. Army, as given in Questions
1 to 19, Pages 1 to 2, on the 29th day of January 1945, at Master Interrogation
Center.

O 1Bopew

ALF] T. BOGEN,
Captéin, 0. A. C,
Acting Assistant Army Inspector General,
Headquarters First U.S. Army.

CLASSIFICATION CANCELLED

5 GBI-AGO, 27 Ju
y lon Y ke
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T_FQLII{_Q}[Y__O_F: Pvt Wolfgang Weinfurtner (PW) 2 : Captain Alfred T. Bogen,

11th Company, 3d Battalion, CAC, Acting Asst. Army
999th Brigade. Inspector General.
FPN 27445D, First U.s. Army.

INTERPRETER 2nd It. Jerry I. Schultg, 29 January 1945,

PWI Detachment, G-2,
First U.S. Army

TAKEN AT: Master Interrogation Center.

IG: T am here to get further information concerning atrocities

committed against Allied prisoners of war.

1. Q. Do you understand the sanctity of an oath?
A. Yes,

2. Do you object to taking an oath?
As  No.

The witness is sworn,

3s Q. sState your name, rank, serial number and organization?
A+ Volfgang Weinfurtner, Private, FPN 274k5D, 11th Company, 3d

Battalion, 999th Brigade.

. Q
prisoners of war?

5.
Hansfeld?

4, Have you ever seen any atrocities committed agsinst Allied
Ae I have not seen any myself,

Q. Did you help bury American prisoners who were murdered in
ln; No sir, I was not in the deal.

ba Q, niéi you see any American prisoners of war who had been murdered?
A. T saw six bodies in the open and also indications that more were

under the snow.

7. Q. Were thers indications that these men had been murdered?
A. The bodies laid with the hands over the heads and gave the im-

pression that they were murdered, all six men that were in the burying detail

were convinced that they were murdered,

2 &

XL T
8+ Q. Do you know the organization that did this?
A. It was 33, but I do not know the number of the unit, JEB

9. Q. Do you know ,thCWﬂGbT&T& ot iﬁé.]}]LL}}e who might have been
by ,authority of Lir Y

e AG 0005 GBY, 81YAe
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Pvt Wolfgang Weinfurtner (PW) TAKEN + Captain Alfred T. Bogen,

INTERPRETER s

11th Company, 3d Battalion, CAQC, Acting Asst. Army
999th Brigade. Inspector General.
FPN 27445D. First U.S. Army.

2nd Lt. Jerry I. Schultz, ) 29 January 1945.
PWI Detachment, G-2, .
First U.s. Army

Magter Interrogation Center.

IG:

I am here to get further information concerning atrocities

committed against Allied prisoners of war.

1. Q. Do you understand the sanctity of an oath?

A,
2. Q.
As

The witness is

3. Q.
As

Yes.,
Do you object to taking an oath?
No.

sworn.

State your name, rank, serial number and orgenization?
Wolfgang Weinfurtner, Privnte, FPN 27445D, 1lth Company, 3d

Battalion, 999th Brigade.

ha Qo
prisoners of wa
As

54
Hansfeld?

A

6. Q

A

under the snow,
7 G

Ao

Have you ever seen any atrocities committed agsinst Allied
;7huve not seen any myself.

Did you help bury American prisoners who were murdered in

No sir, I was not in the deal.

mé you see any American prisoners of war who hed been murdered?

I saw six bodies in the open and also indications that more were

Were there indications that these men had been murdered?
The bodies laid with the hands over the heads and gave the im=

pression that they were murdered, all six men that were in the burying detail

were convinced

8. Q.
A.

9. Q.

| 2%
EXHIBIT B

that they were murdered

Do you know the organization that did this?
It was 33, but I do not know the number of the unit,

Do you know t.hCWiIGNLT& of' t‘h*\‘f)hgp}e who might have been
by ,authority of J

file K& oS L%Wl e |24t
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CLASSIFICATICN CANCELLED
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: GD.; GBI-A5Q,27 June %ﬁé

o Vo8 = | IEEU ISR
involved in the murdering of these soldiers?
ke No, I do not know the names, nor do I know any civilians who
could give any information.

10. Q. Did you ever receive an order not. to take prisoners?
A. No, this battalion was a labor detail battalion.

1l. Q.‘ Have you personally seen any atrocities committed?
A. No.

12. Q. Give me a description of where Yyou saw the bodies in Hansfield
(The map drawn by PW Drechsner was produced and the witness wasasked to veri|
the location of the bodies.)

A« Where you have the X's on the map is where they were.

13« Q< Do you know anything of bodies being thrown into closets and
drawers, and whether or not they were civilians or prisoners of war?
A. I know nothing about it,

e Q.‘ Did you talk to any of the civilians concerning the Americans
that you saw?
A« No, I was on a detail that's all,

15. Q. Do ynu have any other information that might be of value to me

along these lines?
A. T have no information.

The witness :was ax‘cusad.

I certify that Wolfgang Weinfurtner (PW) Private, 11th Company, 3d
Battalion, 999th Brigade, FPN 27L45D, testified before me, under oath 3
through 2nd Lt. Jerry I Schultz; PWI Detachment, G-2, First U,S. Army,
as given in Questions 1 - 15, Pages 1 - 2, on the 29th day of January 194f%,

at Master Interrogation Center. £ .
Togan

T. POGEN,

Captéin, ¢. 4. c,

Acting Assistant Army Inspa;tor General,
Headquarters First U,s, Army.

EXHIBIT B WEINFURTNER
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I assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army,

APO 633, as an interpreter, having heen duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is

a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of
v

Cvm.

wenso LS FeDrestin IV g i o
e Ropllael Sfmackes, Caph CH P

consisting of c

L the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fuently and am fully qualified as an expert

pages, into English,

German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications:

e Wy astive tongus is Gerssn,

lourned . nglish tarougn study of

in callege, and eignt

lish eontinuonsly since Septomd 1509 wh
wptenber of 1941 I jolaed the nudt 5

rou yebrusry uatil the latter pert of Aoral 1343. I wiie i tue

Sourss &t Camp mitohio, wnryland, counducted by the wilitary jutelliycuse
Iraduing Jeaters

fron june 19hh watil septesber 1945, 1 nerved coatiouously «s as i
iterrogetar, la ehich capmoity & wes coastantly vequired to trensiste
Gewnua lato Laglish, and vioe versa,

Moo Jaunary 1946, I have buen soslgned Yo the &r (rimes Irenoh.d,s, )

28 & elvilian sermen- aglish ioterpreter,

Sworn and subscribed 10 before me this €2 day of “Frnard s7 4L

at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany.
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Th— 13th or lith December, e F I
uehrer THIELE, m 1 Pfd of the 12th Comp lled the company
toyzether at 5 3 h in order mal ch con=
cerning the c 8 {anptscnarfuenrer TAIELE spoke to use
substantially as follows,

"The offensive which is imminent will decide the fate of
ation, Think of 1%, that i

tiss into a heap of rubble, m

e killed, If you think of all
you as 33 men have to do in case you

The seme night we moved into the staging erea in the forest, which
the assembly area for the offsnsive,

In the sarly morning hours on December 16,194}, as all our
vehicleas were lined up on the road ready for the attack, at a placs,
the nane of which I do not lmow now, Hauptscharfuehrer THILLE came to
me as I was standing in front of my I{,W.{, and slapped wme on my shoulders
and said;

"MOTZHEIM, we have reesched this stage. Ce with your
heart at this undertaking. Frisoners won't be tal
attack. All will be bumped cff. Do you understand %

on the morning of December 17, 1944, between & end 9 orelock, I
drove through a village which I believe to be HONSFELD. The rsason I
believe it was [[ONSFFID is because it wes the village before we reached
BUZLLINGEY and there were no intervening towas between those two placess
Also I know we had two air-raids that day, one in & town and one in the
open country and the one which occurred in the town was ian this place
and my comrades refsrred later to this air-raid es having happened in
HONSFEID. I reached two 'knocked out' pmerican Anti-pank Guns on the
right hand end left hand s ide of the road, as indicated on my sketch
attached hereto. When my vehicle haltsd ebreast of the pmericen A,T,
gun, which was on the right-hand side of the road I jumped off the
vehicle with my M,Pi in my hende Betwsen me and the A,T,Gun vwas a
gutter over which a foot-bridge led. As soon as I was on the ground, I
noticed an American soldier jumping up from the position marksd as number
5 on my sketch, The American soldier was facing me, hande extended to
the side, but not over his head and I assumed thet he wanted to surrender.
I was about 5 to 8 meters from the American and as far as I could see
he did not have eny weapons, I knew he was an American soldier because
he wore the pgmerican uniform. waen I saw the American in the position
just described, I fired a burst of about 3 to 4 shots with my M.Pi,
end he slumped in a lifeless manner to the ground. I did not go over to
invegtigats whether he wag dead because I had to jump for cover from
the exploding bombs, I shot this Americen beceuse [jauptscharfushrer
THIFLE had given me the order that morning not to take any prisoners
of war,

A few deys after we had broken out of the pocket in LA GLEIZE,

while resting in PETITE Tr..nfh_. I pleyed cards with sevsral other NCO'S
of my company, friends of mine, and I am certain that the following were




racharfuehrer
FEL campaign and I described how
incident I talked about is the same inei
his ste tement.

oo the 17th December 194)4, it was late in the afternoon around
ght, passed the cross-roads 2 to 3 kilometers befo ENGELSDCRF
'mr»— I saw lying in the field on the right-hand side of the road,
50 to 100 dead Americaen soldisrs., No other vehicles were present and
we continued and did not stop.

On the morning of December 19, 1944, a few hundred meters before
STOUMONT, efter my vehicle had been knocked out, I was stopped by
Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPER, who was standing with Hauptsturmfuehrer
DIEFENTHAL near an SPW, Hauptscharfuehrer THIELE was also with his
SPW in the immediate vieinity. Ouersturmbannfuehrer IPER questioned
me about the outcome of the attack. puring this time a gre of 50 to

80 American prisoners of war passed by and the Qe

Cbergturmbe mhx-hrer PEIPER t shonld be done with the prisoners.gber-
swurmbannfuehrer PEIPER ans w d, "First of all, take them to LA GLLIZE,
then we'!ll see further.n

When I told Qbersturmbannfuehrer PE that I hed been knocked
out, he gave me the order to fight with my crew as Infantry. However,

a little later on the sam 1. I received the order to drive to

LA G ZE with three K,VW. s which needed repair, I arrived in 1A
GLEIZE between 10 and 11 o'clock of the same morning, when I met

PELPER, who was standing with Sturmbennfuehrsr KNULI'IEL, Kommandeur

of the A,A, (Translator's rote; CO of Reconnaissance Battalion) and
Sturmbannfuehrer POEISCHKE, Kommandenr of the lst Panzer pbteilung
(Translator 's nove; The First Tank 'uttx*‘ﬂ:.n). PETPER celled me over and
asked whet I was doing in LA GIEIZE ce I had received the order from
him to fight as infantry., Just es Z atanding there,sturmbannfusnrer
PONTSCHKE said to Obersturmbanufushrer PEIPER:

»ersturmbannfuehrer, here are two more prisoners of
war,"

P IIPFR answered in an indifferent and disdainful menner;
"As usualn

From Cbersturmbennfuehrer PEIPER's enswer, I concluded that both
prisoners of war would be bumped off, The reason I thought so et that
time was because my company cormander had told me that we would not
t ake any prisoners of war, I myself had shot an American, and I hed
seen a great number of deed pmericar soldiers lying in the field
before MGELSDORF. As I was standing at this spot, I overheard cher-
sturmbannfuehrer PEIFER and Sturmbannfushrer KNUEPTEL discussing an
assignment of a migsion which KNUETTEL had received from PEIPiR,but

I did not understand tne exact details of the mission.

Then I left this place on order of (bersturmbannfuehrer PEIPER
to return to STOUMONT with my three K.,W.,K's and it was still in the
morning when I again reached Hauptscharfuehrer THIGLE at the same
place where he had previously stood, ssveral hundred meters before
STOUMONT. I reported back to Hauptscharfuehrer THIELE and also told
him the latest news wihich I had learned concerning the mission of
SturmbanniMmehrer KNUEPTEL, Heuptscharfushrer THIELE then answered;

ngturmbannfushrer KNUEPTEL Las received from Qbersturm-
bannfuehrer PEIP ER the order to drive back to STAVELOT
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off everything that

Reconnaissance pattali
in this offensive, I thought at this time that
ETTEL had the order at this peration to show no

euybody, civilians as well as prisoners of war.

n I asked Hauptscharfuehrer THIEIE whether he knew what
was done with the large group of American prisoners of wer that were
taken in STOMONT as I saw many groups of American prisoners of war
this same morning. THIELE answered »"They are being collected somswhers
in a hollow in the rear, and there all will be bumped off,", e did
not say who gave the srder for the massacre and he did not mention
any other facts about it,

krom this time uatil we had broken out of the pocket in r4
GLEIZE I did not see and I did not hear of any other shootings of
American prisoners of waer and I do not remember that Hauptscharfuehrer
THIELE spoke eny more about it,

I make this statemert consistir of six pages and one sketch
voluntarily withont coercion, threats or promiges of rasward,

'ON MOTZHEIM
February 1946,

Sworn to and subseribed before me
this 28th day of February 1946 at
Schwe bisch Hall.Ger
(signed) RAPHAEL SHUMACKIR
Capte CMP
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SKEPCH QF HONSFELD, WHERE I SHOT ON THE MORNING OF
17 DECE.BER L9, ONE AMERICAN SOLDIER.

LEGEND ;

1 and 2. Knocked out German AA tank
3. My KWK

b4e Small foot bridge

5+ American soldier at the location where I shot

6 and 6a. Disabled American AT gun

7« Own position, from where I shot
8. Small gutter

(Signed] Arnold MOTZHEM
28 Febr. 1946




S PEIPER
& Joachim

b INTON.. MoT e HEIM. ...... ., being first daly

sworn, yngke th ying statement under oath
Iah.. MA‘D&\ cid ich erst redit-

mdpig ungvulmoun wu:d:, mudie die folgende Aussage unter Eid

The above two photographs are photographs of the same OBERSTORMA
PEIPER.. ... ...  mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated 38FERRVARY.

Dty opiven zwei Photographien sind Photographien llu.sstlhtgcno

G’U von mir in meiner eidesstattljchen Aussuge (enun
aorers - A%, Sk 1946 ™

First Name (Vorname) Last Name (Zaname)
I

__._ﬁ.:M

Rank (Dienstgrad)

» e
£2%Co, 2R 6a Rear. ksint
Organization daring Eifel Offensive
Einhelt wihrend des Eifel-Einsatzes
Sworn to fml subscrived before me  this
=i day Of..... ottt 1946,

i
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i 1 of Testirn
merican 1 s © 1 3 ) s 0, Huttoe, 3/

about 12 mil

5t .

Vith, Belgium, 17 December

1944 .

Jorches

Beach,

Jates 3 August 1945

In the Presence of: > olomon, Special Agent ecurity

Fourth Service Command

Reporter: Me Voore,

srvice

olomon,
Fourth

state your name, rank, seri number, and present
Charles O, Huttoe, Pvt., 34535649, 403 N.W. 27th
State the date of your birth,

13 June 1922,

State your educational and employment background prior to entering the service,

Graduated from high school, attended the University of Georgia 2 years, and
worked 3 months before I entered the service,

Have you recently been returnsd to the United States from over:
an prisoner of war?

At what places were you held and state approximate dates.

Hammelberg, Gemmany from January through February 1945; February to April 1945
at Wursburg, Germany; on April lst we left iursburg and began marching, and
marched until about April 15th when I escaned,

Are you familiar with any instance of killing of American prisoners of war?

v

Will you state-approximately when this happened and tell what you know about it%

I was taken prisoner about 17 December 1944, approximately 12 miles northeast

of St, Vith, Belzium, ere were four officers and eighteen of us enlisted msn

in a house which was surrounded by troups of the First SS Division - either the

Hitler or Hermann Coering Division. e had Qecided to surrender, aml the officer

in charge gave the order to cease fi!‘ir\'l;N 8§“§€E&WOT1( a white flag and stuck it
F.E
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you know the

Yes, there /
Tank Destroyer Batt
of the 612th,

exas, a memb

from Tennessee, also =

You saw this you
Yas
hat happened r that?

\ German soldier then came to the house and we let him in, i he called out to
the Germans outside, and T suppose he told them to stop firineg - none of us could
spea. erman so we couldn't understand what he was saying, He then marched the
rest of us out and took charge of us

this soldi entered the h

the names 2y of ricans killed,

but the rest were also members of the 612th Tank Destroyer Battalion,

After you had put out the white flag in the house the first time, and after
you had stopped firine, did the Germans ston firing too?

Yes, they were using 88s on us and they were trying to blow the house in, but
after we put out the white flag they stopped this fire and for about 5 minutes
there was no firing on either side, and it was only afier that, that the twelve
men walked out of the house.

Do you know the names of any of the Cermans who took charre o you, or in the
outfit that captured you.

I
Can you describe any

No.

Were any other Americans killed at this tin

After the rest of us in the house had surrendered and been taken into custody
by the Germans, they began marching us to th r, There re about 2 of us
at the time, as we would march to the rear we would be joined by other groups
who had also been taken prisoner and we formed a column, There were about 15
guards at the time, While marching to the rear there were tanks and other
armored equipment moving to the front. About cneshalf an hour after we had
surrendered and begun marching to the rear, at which time there in the

colunn, as T mentioned before, 200 men, T noticed one of the Cx in a tank

file AG 000.5 GBl-




Nothine, they jnst e us cont marehi &
\ if we could rive ther

see if these men could be s

Do you know the names of

Jan you describe any

I would like to say that at the time ounded in my
d I really was not o re " the
shooting

n a condition
inwarrant ed oceurred

Lt

Pennsylvania,
nd might be able to

tate of Florida

) 88
)

Jounty of Dade
I, Charles O, Huttoe, of lawful age, being

ead the foregoing transcription of my inberrc

therein are true to t best of my knowledge and belief,

es O, Huttoe, %r‘

Subseribed and rn to before me rnisl"‘ day of ;“85 vl 1945,

jk)ﬂ b3 /5%///

24 L PHee

ABL R H

ACCIFICA
CLI‘C S\
june | 948
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For The WAR CRIMEE OFFICE
Judge Advocate General's Department — War Depurtment
United States of America

EIE R R IR IR IR R
In the metter of the killing of #*  Perpetuation of Testimony of
T/5 Stegle, Compeny B, €12th Tenk * John M. Dlueki, Sgt,
Degtroyer Battelion, Second *  ABN 33418399.
Divieion, gbout ten (10) miles
east of Honefeld, Belgium, on
17 Decerber 1944.

L S R

aken at: Indientovn Gap Militury Reservation, Pennsylvenle.

Dete: 18 September 1945.

In the Pre Normen A. Burgoon, Jr., Agent, Security
Intelligence Corpe, Third Service Commend.

Reporter: Evelyn Bachmen, Stenographer, Harrisburg Fleld
Office, Security Intelligence Corps, Third
Service Commend.

Questions bys Normen A. Burgoon, Jr.
Q. Stute your name, rank, seriel number and permeanent home addrese.

A+ My neme is John M. Dluski, I am & Sergeant end hold Army Serial
Number 33418399. My permunent home addrese is 607 Griffin Avenue,

-~
Canonsburg, Pennsylvenie. g;
Heve you recently been returned to the United States from overseas? 6‘?

2

Yes. I arrived in the United Stutes on 18 Mey 1945 et the Port of
New York City sboard the SS Sea Robin.

Were you a priscner of war?
Yes.
At whet pleces were you held and stete the approximete dates?

Serving with the 612th Tenk Destroyer Battelion, which wes attached to
the Second Division, I was ceptured in Honsfeld, Belgium at approximetely
100C hours on 17 December 1944. Immediately after capture I was marched
to the rear, and that night was confined in & celler in & emell town not
fer inside Germeny. I steyed here for two daye and then was marched to
& Stalag, the numbér of which I do not know, near Bonu, Cermeny. After
remaining here wntil 26 December 1944, I wae shipped by box cer to
Steleg IV-B at Muhlberg, Germeny, srriving on 1 Jenuary 1945. On

12 Janusry 1945 I was again moved by box car to Stalaeg VIII-4, at
Gorlitz, Germeny, erriving on 14 Jenuery 1945. On 14 Februery 1945 I
started marching and marched almogt continuously until I was liberated



http:Gel"IJll.ey
http:Gen:v.:.ey
http:oxi.n!e.te
http:PeMB;)'lV&l.11.lt

Q.

A

I\

on 12 April 1945 et Dietfurt, Germeny by units of the 83rd
Divieion.

Describe what you recall of the killing of T/5 Stegle on
17 December 19447

I was captured at ebout 1000 hours on 17 December 1944 in the town
of Honsfeld, Belgium. T/5 "Johnnie" Stegle, of Company B, 612th
Tank Destroyer Battelion, Second Divieion, was with me when I was -
captured. We were soon joined by approximately two hundred and
fifty (250) other prisoners of war and began & merch to the eagt
into Germeny. At ebout 1100 hours on the same day we were marching
along the roed just inside the Germen border end were passing &
column of tenks which had stopped on the road which were going in
the opposite direction. All et once as we pessed one of the tenks,

I heard & voice in perfect Fnglish call out "Hey you". I immediately
turned my face to the left in the direction of the voice I had heerd,
and as I did, I sew an SS men steanding in the turret of the tank
shoot T/5 Stegle in the middle of the forehead with & revolver which
I recognized immediately as a United States Army Service Automatic
Caliber 45. I wae no more than five feet eway from the man who fired
the shot, and was within ten feet of Stegle at the time. I saw Stegle
full backwards to the ground with blood spurting from his forehead.
We were forced to keep moving, and consequently I could not stop to
render any aid. However, I feel certein that becuuse he was shot in
the middle of the forehead that he was killed instently.

Can you nume or describe the person who committed this killing?

No. I cannot name nor describe the person who committed this killing.
I got only & fleeting glance of him and know only thut he wore the
bleck uniform of the SS Troopers, and becuusge of the positlon in which
he was standipg in the turret of the tank, I believe that he was &
Tenk Commander. Moreover, I was unsble to determine the designation
of the unit to which this S8 Trooper was attached.

Do you know the names of any other persone who witnessed this killing?

No. I do not know the nemes of any persons who were witnesses to this
killing.

M. Dluski, Sgt.

_ﬂ%ﬁ A Aok Spt

State of: Pennsylvenia )

) ss

County of: Lebanon )

I, John M. Dluski, of lawful age, being duly sworn on oath, state
that I have reed the foregoing transcription of my interrogation

JCEL 1

CLASEIFC ! _‘ \ \\w‘::];m‘c 194d (2P
N ey
il AB %
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and all anewers contained therein are true to the best of wy
knowledge and belief.

MW //:w/u \(’6](

Jain M. Dluski, sgt.

Subgeribed and sworn to before me this 25 )5( day of September
1945.

%/ﬁf//j’ 4z : (o

7
17, 15

I, Norman A. Burgoon, Jr., Agent, Security Intelligence Corps, Third
Service Commend, certify that John M. Dluski, Sergeant, ASN 33418399
pereonally appeared before me on 18 September 1945 and testified concern~
ing War Crimes; and that the foregoing is an eccurate transcription of

the answers given by him to the several questions set forth.

Place: Harrisburg, Pennsylvanie __ /Zsy OB sogatt,

A

Date: 2 g'qup’ Vi ent, Securi telligence Corps

{
ne \V*

cof\C IWT 3/
%m i
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OEONFIDENTING®
An Investigation was hHel on 9 Augu 1945 a

612th TD Battalion, Nyrsko, Czechosloveki » befor

McKeown, 0-902553, Ac, Investipqtow-Txaminnr,

162, Special Orders 182, Headquarter United States Forces,

Theater, dated 2 July 1945 and letter Headquarters Third Uni States

Army, Office of the Command ing jeneral, file A( 092 - G MCJ, dated 2

August 1945, coples of w ich are hereto attached.

Staff Sergeant Vincent S. Haaland, 42029925, Court Reporter,
was administered the following oath:

"You do solemnly swear faithfully to perform the duties

of Reporter in the investigation now being conducted by

me. So help you God,"

Staff Sergeant Billy F. Wileon, 38049477, 612th Tank Destroyer
Battalion, APO 230, U. 8. Army, was called and administered the fol-
lowing osth:

"You do solemnly swear that the evidence you are about

to give in the investigation now being conduc by me

Will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the

truth. 8o help you God,"

EXAMINATION
What is your name?

Sergeant Billy F. Wilson, serisl number 38049477.

You are a Staff Sergeant are you not?

Yes.

Where are you stationed at the present time sergeant?
Nyrsko,

Ozechoslovakia?

Yes, sir,

What 1s your organization?

Recon. company, 612th TD Battalion,

How long have you been with the 612th TD Battalion?

About 3 years,

On or about December 17th 1944, where were you stationed?
Honsfeld, Belgium (K-968991),

When did you first get into this town?

It was around 3 o'clock in the morning,

And thie was on the 17th of December?

Yes, sir,

When you got into the town what did you do?

The gun platoon moved into a couple of houses on the right side of

the road going into town and o Recon Platoon of which I was a member
moved into the house on the left side of the road. s

CONFIDER
£ONHIpENTIAL
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How long did you stay in this hopse?

We stayed there until 10:00 to 10:30 in the orning.

While you were there, will you deseribe briefly what happened?
First thing we knew tanks were coming through in convoy.

What time of the day was this?

About 5:00 o'clock in the morning,

Continue?

We thought they were our tenks at first and two enlisted men from
the 18th Cavalry came into the house and told us their GCP had Just
been over-run end about thet time enemy infantrymen came down
the road behini the tanks. We had a +50 caliber and .30 caliber
machine gun and we opened up on them with that and with the small
arms the men had. A large percentage of the infantrymen got through
but we pinned some of them down and killed some others,

What was the next thing that happened?

Well they spresd out then and came up to the house to surround it,
Did they surround the house?

Yes.

How great a time did the fighting continue?

For about three hours.

What was the next thing that happened?

They started firing direct fire from & tank at the house,

How far away from the house was this tank?

Approximetely 100 to 150 yards from the house, you could see the
nl

The house you refer to wee the house that you were in?
Yes, sir,
What kind of e tank wsas it, can you tell me?

I think it wae a Tiger tank. I know that the tank that. came by
the house with the advance party wes a Tiger tank.

When the tanks started firing direct at the house what was the
next thing that was done?

Lieutenant Grendy ordered the men to cease firing and he and Private
Cecil Mann carried a white fleg out end surrendered.

Did you see Lieutenant Crandy and Privete Mann g0 out of the house
and surrender?

Yes, sir,
Where did they go to?

Well, they walked out of the house about five yards ani a Jerry
corporal came out from the ditch end was talking with the lieutenant.
\ caat \
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After that what happened?

The lieutenant came into the house with the Jerry corporal and
told us to come on out.

Did you go out?

Yes, sir.

How many of you went outside?

Approximately twenty of us.

Was that all of the men that were in the house?
Yes, sir.

Prior to the time the lieutenant went outeide to surrender had
you seen anything havpen in that vielinity?

Yes, sir. I saw two men walk out of the house acroes the road
with & white flag in their hand,

Did you see anything happen to those two men?

They were about four or five yards from the house and they were
shot.

Were you sble to see who did the shooting?
No, sir.

Did you say anything to Lieutenant Gandy ebout having seen these
two men shot?

Yes, sir,

What did you say to the lieutenant?

I told him I didn't think 1t was any use for him to surrender for
we would be killed anyway. He said he thought they would respect
the Geneva Convention., I told him that I had seen the two boys
shot acrces the street.

When you went outside of the house with the lieutenant to surrender,
where did you go?

All of ue lined up in one rank with our faces toward the house
about five or six yards in front of the house.

After you lined up, what then happened?

Well, three more Germans walked up and two of them went on into

the houae ani the other one just walked up and said something to
the other Germans and then pulled up his fun by his side and start-
ed firing.

When the German fired did he hit any of the soldiers lined up?

He hit Private Mann and Privete John Crowell who were the first
two on the end of the line,

Did you see whether or not Privates Mann and Crowell fell?
Yes, eir, When I turned around I saw them fall.

What did you do after the German soldler fired at Privates Mann
and Crowell?

I turned around and ran across country for about a mile and got

with a platoon of thw RinEno! I stayed with
: ﬁi@z y -3
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them until I got hit by artillery, which was sbout an hour later,

Do you know w the rank of the German soldier wes that fired
the gun which killed Privetes Mann and Crowell?

I wouldn't be sure but I believe it was a corporal.

Can you give me a description of him?

He was nearly six foot tall, He was real tall. He had a thih
face and black hair. He had on a Panzer Divielon uniform with
black boots. It was a greyish blue uniform trimmed in red.
Did he have any markings on the sleeve?

I didn't notice,

Can you estimate his welght?

I don't belleve he would weight over 150 or 160 pounds. He wes
real thin.

Could you tell what his complexion was?
Dark complexion.

Did he have a moustache?

No, sir.

Do you know whether or not he had any scars on his face or hands
that you could see?

No scars, that I could see.
How 0l1d would you say he was?
twenty-four or twenty five.

Had these other Germans gotten into the house before he fired the
shots?

Yes, they had gotten into the house,

Were there eny other vehicles near the house at the time of this
shooting?

Yes, a scout car with I believe eight Germans in it.

Could you tell whether or not any of the persons in the scout car
were officers?

No, sir. I couldn't.

The two who went into the house, could you tell whet their rank
wes?

I know one of them was a private, I don't know the other.

When you ran off, did any of then shoot at you, did you know?

I was fired on from a machine gun 1in a scout, cur which was parked
about fifty yerds sbove the house.

Do you know whut happened to the rest of the men who were standing
in line with you a2t the time Mann and Crowell were shot?

They were still stending there when I left and I heard Lieutenant
Gandy holler something to the Germsn, ELLED
CLASSIFICATION QNIC FET.
( .
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#1ll you further describe the uniform worn by. the German soldiers
whom you saw on the road that day?

The ones in the armored vehicles had on greyish blue pants and
blouse trimmed in red and the foot troops all had on long black
overcoats.

You stated before that the German who fired the shots had no mark-
ing on hls sleeves, did he have any insignia of any kind on his
shoulders?

Yes, sir. I don't know what it was.

Can you describe it?

No, I can not.

The two men that walked out of the house across the road from
you with the white flag in their hadd, do you know who they were
or thelr names?

I 414 not know them.

Do you know the name this German who shot Privates Mann and
Crowell?

No.

Do you know the name the organization to which this German
belonged?

No, sir,

Do you know the name or names of any other Americans who might
know something about this shooting or atrocity?

Sergeant Bernard J. Mallon; Lieutenant Gandy, Lawrence B; Sergeant
Morris Woodall; Tec 5 James R, Glover; Tec 5 Henry H. Bonner; Pfc

Ralph C. Parmer; Pfc Thomas O. Smith, Pfc Bethel C. Woods; Private
Dock Albritton. #

Do you know where these men are now?

Yes, sir, They are in the States, I have had a letter from Glover,
Woodall and Parmer recently.

Do you know where these men live?

Yes, sir, Woodell lives in Cross City, Florida. Parm:=r lives
about thirty miles away from Woodall. Glover lives in Springhope,
North Carolina. They are still in the army.

Do you know of any other crime or atrocity which has been committed
by any Germans?

A. No, sir.

i/é 5; Do (% Z/g 7
URT . MCKEOWN,
Major, AC,
Investigator-Exeminer.

Staff Sergeant,
¢ Reporter,
FICATION QHNC .
?ﬁg&m of Lt Ha U 9 FET
. a8 5
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RIS, 35353L87, Co. nBn, 612th

/_name, r and organization is as follo Charles I, Morris,
T/5, Company wBn, 612th Tank Destroyer Batt on,

I went on guard about 0530 hours, 17 December 194, in a driveway leading
to the gun positions of my section in Honsfeld, Belgium (P9799). Some
men from our reconnaissance platoon came by and told me that Some (Germans
were dowm the road and coming our Way. At about 0630 one tank came up the
road alon; with several armored cars and due to the darkness I did not see
that they were German vehicles until they were by the driveway. The vehicles
were marked with large black crosses, diately ran into the house and
erted my section, We did not start firi 2 because of orders to walt until
daylight. our positions were detected at daylight by the Germans and a fire
fight “began immediately, wWe knocked out one German {:mk and then started
firing at German infantry attempting to surround us. In just a few minutes
another German tank came up and fired at a house across the road which was
occupied by a section of the first platoon, Then, men from both the first
and second platoons came out on the road from the houses without any weapons
and with their hands over their heads, They started moving down the road
toward the tank with 1st Lt. Richard L. Chandler, o-lu214135,, Platoon Leader
of' the second platoon, leading the men. When Lt. Chandler was very close to
the tank the German tank commander opened fire at the pmer can soldiers with
a machine pistol and a ground mounted machine gun in t he basement of a house
also opened fire on the Americans. I saw Lt. Chandler fall and also sotme
of the men. The other men hit the ground to escape the fire. The German
tank commander Speaking in English ag| the men to come in and surrender.

en the menstarted toward the tank their hands over their heads the ¥
German tank commander opened fire again., I do not believe any of these £N
American soldiers escaped. Z’

Some of themen who walked down the road with Lt. Chandler attempting to
surrender are the followings

Pvt. Bradley, Gorp. Henson, Pvt, Vickers.

After watching the shooting I went outside and hid in a wood pile all of
that day. That night T went back toward our lines and found "G Company
of 2nd Infantry Division.

) ; ol
Chrarles X 77700148
T/5 GHARLES L. MORRIS
ASN 35353487
SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME THIS 7th DAY OF FEBRUARY, 19L5.
/s
e T, N
JACK B, DAY,
Major, Infantry,
Investizating officer,

Si

“”‘t‘;’;‘ B)-AG f" £ /
EXHIBIT "Bn ‘?“L@i- e P /;/LL 9{4.
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The following men were in the group that attempted to surrender:
Chandler, Pvt. kers, Pfc.

fc. R. C. Johnson, Pfc. John B, Wal
and pPvt. Wayne Burpo.

1

The followi s a sketch of the area to the best of my knowledges:
o

het

ol \[]
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MALMEDY ‘ Legal Form No. 8
MILITARY GOVERNMENT COURT

CASE RECORD.

FROS EXS NOs,
56 thru 74~C

Case No. .. 6=24 " Prosecutor. LY COL BURTON F ELLIS

Military Court. Defence Counsel ..COL WILLIS M EVERETTE.JR
*General
Place DACHAU, GERMAY Interpreter
ety Reporter
Members of Court:

BRIG GENERAL JUSIAN T DALBEY COL RAYMOND G CONDER
COL.PAUL. H WEILAND COL A H ROSENFELD (LAW MiMBER)
COL JAMES G WATKINS

COL WILFRED H S'EWARD

Accused  VALENTIN. BERSIN, ET AL
Address Sex y Age .

x FirstCharge | Second Chcrggil\
[

Pleas

VALE\TIN BERSIN, ET AL Not guilty
Findings ‘

Previous Convictions ‘

I Term
Imprisonment

[ Beginning .
Sentence
Amount

To be paid before ... " . 194,
or in case of default of payment to serve a *further
term of

imprisonment.
Charge Sheet and Record of Testimony are annexed hereto.
(Sigﬁc‘:‘&r‘e of member of court)

REVIEW

Action of Reviewing Authority .

(Signature of reviewing a’ﬂlhori'y)
*Strike out words not applicable.
156 OMGB Printshop
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT

1 George Miller assigned to War Crimes Brandh, United States Army,
APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation 1

a true and aceurate rendering of the German o

Georg PREUSS

al of the statement of

takenon 2 APril 1946

at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany,

St WILLIAM R. PERL, lst Lt., M.I.

consisting of . M pages, into English,
and 3 sketches
I, the deponent, further state that I speak Germ ish fluently and aw fully qualified as an expert

German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications

l. German is my native tongue.

2. I spent the first twenty years of my 1life in Germany and
went to elementary and secondary school there.

3« I came to the United States in 1928.

4. I had two years of English in secondary school in Germany.
My other knowledge of English has been derived from study by myself,

5. I have been married for the past six years to a British ;
subject and speak English continually at home. My wife does not 7
speak German.

6. I bave been in the United States Army for the past 2-1/2
years, having been discharged in November 1945 and have been employed

by the war Department as a German-inglish interpreter since January
1946.

%

George M er

U :
Sworn and subscribed to before me this - % day of W /946
at Schwitbisch Hall, Germany.
4 u&v
v Crimes Brandh, OSFET
%@/ an




Haupts turnfuel
cur battalion com ) 1 he following
vere presents Unters T x LEIKE h Company; I,
elf for the 10th company;

Faupts turnfuehrer I
a speech, In this amongst other 1} expound that a wave cf fear
and terror must preced r S and that the th

d to b ker & know if

but this 3 3 meani L is

en by terror. v rifue
soners of wer n »ing taken",

I have prer A etch "A" on whi the gardn
house in v 18 ¢ Haupts turmfuehrer DIEFENTHAL took
place.

sketeh indicates
auptsturmfuerer DI
t of Obersturmfuehre REUSS
Fresumably seat of Unterstuf. IBLIRE
Seat of Obersturufuehrer THOVHARDT
Seat of Hauptscharf,THIE
Bench
B. Table
Cs Cuair

That's how the order of seating is still in my memory so far,
2, In the night of the same dey therewith in th ight from the
15th to 16th December 194k, to my estimation it was about midni ‘ht,1
myself asse company for & company lecture in the woods whick
bordered attalion C.P. At tuis 1 ordered the men of comp
that a wave of fear and terror had to precede our trocps and ordered
thew in & sense that the resistance of the enemy had to be broker by
terror, according to the order I had received myself from Haupts turme-
fuehrer DIE WTHAL, Further e I ordered "No priscners of wer are being
taken",
I have rrepared a second sketch "B on which I have put the
Place at which I delivered the speech to my compeny. The numerals
indicates
1, Spot where I stood
2 Place where the company was
irection.arrow to the Battalion C.P.

B. Forest paths
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s tin ou company the ¢
near "I AT and d 16 { iu American truck eclumn which I
had ¢ into again 1 i I 1 rode alone with ¥ and turned
t r C to k w from t! ir i I
far e P m W's and didn't v if the others f
later 4 the street two of my & 8 pe me, However,

already in Lm: woods o I came up agairn the

and to stop them, but as woods soon came to en end and the first h
were to be seen in which ected Americal ]

ight, he e € ' urs of this

ternoon hou 3 Deceuber ny c any tro 3 nterscharfuehrer
Gunter US brought me an Ame prison ' war, A flight officer;
he was e er sccond or first lieute

Aviator rouse. ¥ ole eather jac He wor headg

I understand a little English and as well as I 14 tried to interrogate

the officer, but I could not find cut anything of interest, I asked of him

to show me his Aanx‘s uru erstoocdue, Cut of his j ers I learned his
i rank, | E L, years ar I can

coffee and bread as we were & ing ing at

that time, luvu af ternoon the e day it & ave been about 1600

hours when left with o of my n on recon:

troop leader Untersc ehrer Gunter BRRGHAUS as)

with the prisoner. I replied e st bump him off*,

order because I liked his trousers.

The reasons for my order for this were: a) I had to leave the
priscrner behind at my SPY with only three of my men, b) it started to get dark
and furt wre I feared that Le could betray us if American petrols or
Belgian civilians came near us

After I had given Unterscharfuehrer EERGHAUS this ovder I leftl
to reconnoitre, It was already about 1900 or 2000 hours when I came back, I
didn't go any more all the way to the place from where I hed left but went
at once into a house on the road about 4LOO meters or 500 meters away
the location of my SH,

Unterscharfuehrer HEY, one of the two men whe

on reconnaissance I sent to the SIWt bring the S up to the
time it was clear to that no danger existed eny longer at
Several minutes later BERGHAUS ceme driving up with the rest of the crew,
this occasion right when BERGHAUS arrived I es} i 2 flyer was,
BERGHAUS an ed:"] have shot the flyer®, 1 3 w he had shot
iaim, Unterscherfuehrer BERCHAUE replied "With | " I know
that out of the words of Unterscharfuehrer DERGHAUS fohon.d tlAaL he had killed
the flyer with several shots in the head, He told me he hed shot the Anerican

S) sat pretending playing with the rifle, amd the

or lay unsuspiciocusly on a blanket. Correspondingly
Unterscharfuehrer SERGHAIE showed me several objecte which he had taken off
the dead flyer, Amongst these thin ere the American flyer's tro rs which
the flyer had worn,and a golden wedding ri I ordered BERGHAUS to give ue
the wedding ring and alsc the flyer's trousers, As he handed me the wedding
ring I said " I need this one when I am getting married." The trousers were
toc short for he rican flyer was much shorter then I, Theretfore,
I hed & civilian night yet lengthen them and then put them om,
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oy
of this attack,

flyer was later misrepresented in such a
f mind to shoot an American when he
Ritterkreuz more attractive,

manner that I
attacked me,

These misrepresentations of the facts in the proposal for the
Ritterkreuz were, however, not ins tigated by e,

I have prepared a etch "C" of the area

in the afternoon hours of 17 December.

The numerals on this sketch indicate

1. Location of the Observation r
Location of the Americe
Location of the guard.

Location of Unterscharfuehrer
him the order hy
Iy locatic
a. Thick woods of young tre
b. Spersely growing fir tree wood.
¢, Group of houses.
d. Roed.

4+ I have been esked if I hed ever commanded the 11lth Company in
the EIFEL offensive, To that I states From the early morning hours of
22 December 1944 on, besides my own company, also the 1lth Company,2nd
Yz Gr Rgt,LSSAY was under uy commend @s not only no officers but also
no able Unterfuehrer of the llth Company were on hend.

I then retained this position (provisional leader of the 1lth
Company) until the end of uy presence in the EIFEL offensive, that is
until January 6th 1945. However, after the 24 th Decembver I was not any
longer in the offensive,

I have put down the stetement voluntarily end out of oy own
free will, uninfluenced by force, threats s or harsh treatuent, and
uninfluenced by promises of any kind.

I swear before God that the facis stated in this statement are
true and I am prepared to repeat them under ocath before any court,

(signed) Georg IREUSS
Haupts turmfuehrer
2 April 1946,
Witnessed
RAPHAEL SHUNACKER
CAPT CMF
Sworn to and subseribed before me tnis second day
of April 19461 at Schwabisch Hall,Germany.,
WILLIAN R FEBRL,
1st Lt M.I. G=555149
Inves tigator-Examiner ,Wer Crimes Branch.USFET,

X L7
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DIEFENTHAL
JOSEF

{ . MO 560!‘ 73'96(/-5"5 i o v being first duly

sworn, muln‘ {’IUHU & Slatement under oath :
Iah. . % (Re .

% s MACHdem ich erst recht-
m{ijflg ('ing /n wurde, mudie die /ulgclulz' Au.s\wgu unter Eid

l/ll' above two phoiographs are photogrophs of the smncﬂnu@&{y"m_éughu
t:/ Z}ljen[/uz/ mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated. . Aprid 79 Y.

- obig Ko ei t.lmlng aplien sind Photographien desselbigen. f/ﬂ( PR 2, /‘I,_/?f(ﬂ'
Al .;é‘ [) { von, mir in meiner ei /3

datiert /‘J & L > . i

Oy

First Nnmr (Vurname) Lac{Nnmz (Znna

L\’" mw TVNA *’W\'\/(

(| Rank (ienstgraa) | |

(@ I[( ) A\f &A

Drgan/mm \d“r‘)n} Eifel \O)Jean:Q_

Einheit wihrend des Eifel-Einsatzes

eX). :/—' 4 / 29

\};;,_ i5

* Nrm or Service




TOMHARDT
HEINZ

g %

1, €Oy BEUSS. , being first duly
sworn, make, the anlowiﬂg ta‘emen! under oath :
Ioh, \91’; oRg /);( €Uss ohdem ich erst recht-
mdpig uingvsdrwu)’en wurde, mucdhe die folgende Aussage unter Eid

The cbove two photographs are photographs of the same_(Che,
Meewa. Zeonbardd mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated. 2. Apeid. LE4H. ..

Kela2 107
datiert e AW

Die obigen zwei~Phot, gry{l;y sind Photographien desselbigen.
53 5%
R/

f von mir in meiner
Zai s

Loorg L

First Nan'i (Vornamg) Last| Name (Zanamip)

Y4

[ Rank| (0fenstgraa) =l

o Fol S ;
1‘j, LA \ /;” Z 1)\ ‘h‘ . }1?1" :
OrganiZation| ddring EYf&| Q/Inulv}r

Einheit wahrend des Eifel-Einsatzes

and subscri beforeyme this
day of f2A a—— ] N
o
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT

AUl IT4
I a d to War Crimes h. United States Army,

APO 633, as an interpreter. having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is

a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of

Paul OCHMANN
taken on 29 March 1946 at Schwiihisch Hall, Germany.
letose WILLIAM R. PERL, 1st Lt., M. I.

consisting of ges, into English.

6
na
e skstcthsa
I, the deponent, further state that T speak Ger

German-English interpreter by reason of the folldwing
le My mavive tonguc is “ernan.
I bave spoken ~nglish for seven years.

I svudied inglieh for four years at sehool in vI AW,
Austria.

I lived in agland from 1939«1940,

I lived the United States fram 1940 until I left the
witn dmericon arwy in Mey 1944,

6e Simee the 4th of February 1946, I served as interpreter
with the Waor Crimes Branch in Wiesbaden, yermany e

Paul Hedtzer

5 sl .
Sworn and subscribed to hefore #5 this & day of %&A«é (7L
at Schwiibisch Hall, Cermany. 2
Z %FET

r Crimes Bfunz M,a




et

I, Hauptscharfueh ul OCHMANN, t

laup e
make the following statements.

the LIFLL Offensive in December 194/ and

t time the rank of Oberscharfuehrer
rs Compeny of the lst Battalion, lst
Regiment, "LSSAH."

On the evening of the Lljth December 1944, Untersturmfuehrer
Heinz BUCHHEIM of my company delivered a speech to our Company,
to those members of Headquarters Company of the lst Battalion,
who participated in the LIYEL offensive.’ In this speech Unter-
sturmfuehrer BUCHHZIM pointed out, among other things, that the
offensive ahsad would be decisive., He also said that we should

on account of the importance of the offensive
e sufficient men to guard them.

iber 1944 - it was just starting to get

the village entrance in LNGLLSDORF, about 8
american pri 5 of war standing on the right side of the
road in front of a house. All these prisoners wore American
unitorme; however, they did not have stecl helmets on any
longer. Their hands were either clasped behind the neck, or
raised above the head.

Whether these prisoners stood in front of the driveway to

;arage I cannot tell any longer. When I saw these prisoners,
I went to an SPiW, standing in the immediate vicinity of the
house, in which sat Untersturmfuehrer HERING, Flatoon Leader of
the 9th Pz, Pi. Company. When I saw the prisoners, I remembered
that immediately before depar ting from LNGELSDORF, Sturmbennfuehrer
FOEMSCAKE shouted something to me which I could not make oute ihen
I saw the prisoners, the shout of Sturmbannfuehrer POLTSCHKE,(which
possibly could have meant that prisoners of war must be bumped off)
occurred to me. I also recalled that Untersturmfuehrer BUCHHEIM
said two days previously that we should not take any prisoners.
Moreover, I w in a bad mood because I received from Untersturm-
fuehrer Kurt KRaMid, one hour belore, the order to remain in
LNGELSDORF to guard about 30 American vehicles captured in ENGELS-
DURF, as well as 8 American prisoners of war., These 8 prisoners
of war, however, are not identical with those I saw at the village
entrance and shot av the cemetery. The 8 prisoners which I re-
ceived from Untersturmfuehrer KRami waited farther north of the
village entrance; they were still there during the time when I shot
the prisoners who I tound at the village entrance.

For these reasons I went to Untersturmfuenrer HARING and said
to him, "Here are 8 prisoners, they should be shot, I need another
mani® I know exactly that these were my words, I did notv specific-
ally mention Sturmbannfuehrer POMISCHKE or an order of Sturmbann-
fuehrer FOHI'SCHKE as reason for this shooting. To this, Unter-
sturmfuehrer HERING told me that 1 should go to the next vehicle
Sturnmann SUESS should go with me.

Whether Untersturmfuehrer HERING hereby said samething about
target practice I do not know any longer. I only know that he
nominated SUESS as my aid for this shooting.



http:BUCHHE.D4

0od behind ¢
d for Sturmmann SULSS. I
8aid to Sturmmann SUZSS he should me with me, the 8 prisoners
were to be shot.

SUESS stepped fram his vchicle after having viocusly teken
a weapon from the vehicl I no long: know vhat kind of weapon
it was. Together th SUESS I led the prisoners past the SiW
of Untersturmfuehrer HIRING over to the other side of the road.
I cannot tell any longer exactly how far I led the prisoner but
it was hardly more than 100 meters, possibly even less.

Thereby I again went back a short distance on the road on
which we came, therefore north in the direction towards MALMIDY .

In the vicinity of the cemetery st a place wher
descends on the risht of the strect, I stopped the prisoners,
marching one behind the othar., (If I now say "rightv, I
mean right as one goes in the direction towards MALMiDr)e I
formed them right at the edge of the road for I selected this
location intentionally because there the bodies could drop right
down the steep terrain without lying in our way.

I then indicated to © prisoners with my hand that they
should place themsslves witi their backs towards me ami there-
fore with the face towards the slope, as I intended to kill
them by a shot in the neck ani I know that by a shot in the neck
the vietim falls forward.

Thereupon, I first shot t first American prisoner of war
into the neck from a distance of wbout 20 cme The American was
dountlessly dead. From the motion he made I saw that he wes hit
in the neck and he fell forward, hit. Then again with my pistol
1 shot the sscond American wisoner of war in the same manner
from a distance of ebout 20 em. I shot him with a shot into the
neck from the rear because I know from my service with the
'Totenkopf einheit! that this is the customary way to shoot
people,.

Alltold, I myself shot al killed with my pistol in this
manner 4 or 5 of these American prisoners of war., The others
were shot in my presence by Sturmmann SUESS of the 9th FPae
Pioneer Co. While I shot, SUESS also shot and after I shot 4
or 5, the others were already shot by SUESS. After I shot
these prisoners, I walked on along the road towards MALMEDY, in
my estimation sbout 500 meters vecause there were vehicles wiich
I still had to mind. At this locality, therefore, =pout 500
meters north of the place where I and Sturmmann SUSSS shot the
prisoners, stood another 8 prisoners of war. I believe that an
officer was also among them. I brought these risoners into a
hotel located in the village because I was of tne opinion that
enough prisoners of war were already bumped off. These 8
prisoners whom I brought to the hotel were 8till together with
~ome other wounded American prisoners of war when I left the
hotel around noon on the 18th Uecember 194,

Pl TR
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% 6

€ time of the shooting described by m bove and
in the vicinity of o tery of ENGELSD®RF,
£ unllorm ami over it a long gra; green all-
purpose coat. at was made of cloth and lined inside.
On the he erent from th ray coat, a black
> T I wore high black boots. I was armed with a pistol
which was attached to the belt,

For a pbetter understanding of my statement, I prepared 2
drawings. On the one marked af I drew tue general layout of
the entrance to ENGELSDORF, On the legend is meant: 1 House
at vnich I first saw the prisoners of war; 2 hotel; 3 another
house; 4 knocked-out Panther; 5 knocked out S W; 6 8P of
Untersturmfuehrer HERING; 7 SPW of Sturmmann SULSS; 8 Route of
the Auerican prisoners of war; 9 place of the shooting; 10 ceme-

rican vehicles; 8 prisoners of war whi h were
turned over to me by Unt turmf'uehrer Kii amphibious
vehicle of Sturmmann WALLA; 14 a cafe.

On drawing "B" I drew a portion of the locality shown in
drawing “A", the DPlace where I first saw the prisoners and also
the location where I together with Sturmmann SUESSshot the

<ilanation thereto: 1 House at which I first
saw th Soners; 2 a cafe; 3 another house; 4 knocked -out
fanther; 5 knocked-out SPH; 6 SEW of Untersturmfushrer HIRING;
7 SPil in which Sturmmann SUISS rode; 8 location of shoo ting;
9 cemetery; 10 route of Irisoners,

I made this statement voluntarily and of my own will, un-
influenced from duress, threats and harsh treatment, as well as
unini'lucnced from iromises of any kind.

1 swear verore God that this statement is true and I an
prepared to repeat it under oath before any court.

(signed) Paul OCHMANN
53 Heuptscharfuehrer
29 March 19/6

Witnesseds

(signed) Rephael Shumacker

Capt |

Sworn to and subseribad to before me
this, twenty-ninth day of March 1946 at
SCAWABISCH HALL, GuRMANY

(signed) WILLIAM Re FRL
1st Lt M.I. 0-555149
Invescigator-lxuminer
#.C.B. USFED




EXTRACT OF LEGENDS FROM STA'TE
Faul OCHNANN
Dated 29 March 1946
P
- -

For a better unders tending of my statement, I prepared 2
drawings. On the one marked "A" I drew the general layout of
the entrance to ENGEISDCRF, n the legend is meant: 1 House
at which I first saw the prisoners of war; 2 hotel; 3 another
house; )4 kmocked-out Panther; 5 knocked out SWWp 6 SPW of
Unters turmfuehrer HERING; 7 SIW of Sturmmann SUESS; 8 Route of
the A rican prisoners of war; 9 place of the shooting; 10 ceme-
tery; 11 American vehicles; 12, 8 prisoners of war which were
turned over to me by Untersturmfuehrer KRAMY; 13 amphibious
vehicle of Sturmmann WALLA; 1 a cafe.

On drawing "B* I drew a partion of the locality shown in
drawing "A", the place where I first saw the prisoners and also
the location where I together with Sturmmann SUESS shot the
prisoners., The explanation thereto: 1 House at which I first
saw the prisoners; 2 a cafe; 3 another house; 4 knocked-out

Panther; 5 knocked-out SHW; 6 SFW of Untersturmfuehrer HERING;
7 SBH in which Sturmmann SUESS rode; 8 location of shooting;
9 cemetery; 10 route of prisoners,

2nd and 3rd paragraphs on page 3.
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