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('lb...,.pon the Court NOOnNned at o6JO houro) . 

PRISIDl!'Jrr1 The Court will 00118 to order. 

PROSECUTIOlh 1r the Court pleaa1, let the record •bow that all 

the -bere ot the Court, all acben ot the Prosecution, and all 

mmbera ot t he Detenae are present W1. th the exception ot Mr Stronc, 

Dr Pt'i1ter,Dr Wiel.and and Dr Hertkom who an abllent on bwsine1a tor 

the Detenae. J.ll the Detendante and the Reporter &N present. 

PROSECUTION1 The 1'r oeecution Nc&lli Mr Eloltlts. 

Kr Y:>RRIS ELCJffITZ_. an .American citl.llan wu Nlllinded that he wu 

1t1ll under oath and testified further tor the Prosecution through 

an interpreter as tollowaa 

REDIR!lCT EWIDa.Tiotl 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION(Lt Col CRAWFORD) 

• 
Q Are ,ou the Mnm Mr El.mdtz who baa heretofore testified 

in the oaee DOW before this court ? 

A. Yes . 

Q During the course ot your assignment 1n the investi&:ation 

ot the Malaed7 case at IP II 2 Scl'nrab11ch Hall, Ge rmany, did you have 

occasi on to interroga te one Wemer Stemebeck 1 

A Yes 

Q Ia he one ot the accuead in the c asa now 1n hearing before 

thie court 1 

A Yes 

Q Can you identify h1lll ? 

.l Yes 

Q Take a look at t he detendante seated to your lett and see 

it he is among those preHnt 1 

J.. He is - he is wearing nwaber 62. 

Q During the course of tbe investigation did Wemor 5ternbeck 

(Zlowitz - redirect) 
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Q Wu thie statement oral or written ? 

.l It WU :t'iret made orally and then reduced to writing. 

PROSECUTION, (Lt Col CRAllFORD) • I hand the reporter a 

doc,ument and ask that it be marked Proeecut1on1a Jb:hibit P-84 tor 

identification. 

(Whereupon the document referred to wu u.rked Prosecution's Exhibit 

P- 84 tor identi:t'ication b;y the reporter.) 

•• 
Q I now hand you documant which has been marked Prosecution I a 

!'.xhibit P-84 for 1dent1:tication and aak you to at.ate if you know what 

tJiat is 

A. That is the i,tatement ot Wemer Stemebeck. 

Q Do you knCJW in whose hamhrri ting that statement is ? 

J. It is 1n Stemebcck 1o han:hrriting. 

Q Do you know whoeigned that statement ? 

J.. Werner Stemebeck. 

• 
Q Was that staUnnent s igned in your presence ? 

• 
A Yes 

Q Was the etatement taken under oath ? 

A Yes . 

Q Who administered the oath 1 

A Capt.a.in Shumacker. 

Q Was that statement made Toluntarily ? 

A Yes 

Q 1fas any force used to obtain this etatem.,nt 7 

A No. 

Q Did you make any threats or promises 't.o obtain this statement ? 

J. No. 

Q Did you use any harsh, cruel or i nhuman treatment to obt&in 

this statetnl!lnt ? 

.1. No 

(l!lcnr:tts- redirect) 
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PIICSJ!CUTIOlh(Lt Col CRAIIFORD), Tho Prcsooution oftera in 

evidence statement wh1.ch bu been 1dlint1.tied by- the witne110 and which baa 

been -.rked Prosecution'• !lthibit P-84 tor identification,and request that 

it be attached to the record and made a partthereot. 

DEFENSE, (Lt Col IIIINELL). Tho Dotonao objecta to the evid-

ence on the cround ijreviously stated. 

PRESIDM. The objection is over-ruled, The 1!:ichibit ottered 

by the Prosecution is ad.adtted 1 nto evidence an:! lfi.ll be marked Pros

ecution• a Exhibit P-84. 
PROOECUTION(Lt Col CRA11FORD),The Prceecution often in 

evidence as Prosecution I s Elchibit P-84-l a true and co?Tect English 

t:ranelation o! itAI Exhibit P-84, 

DEF:EnSl!:1 May it please the Court, the Detenae desires to 

interpose an objection at a later date i f t here is any inaccuracy in 

the trBZJslation . othenfi.se, there ie no objection . 

PRESIDENTs There being no objection, the Edd.bi t off'e r ed by 

the Prosecution is admitted into evidence and will be marked Prosecut

ions Exhibi t P-84-A., with leave for the. Defense to enter their objection 

at a later date . 
(Whereupon tllEI document referred to, haTing been previously marked and 

identified, was received in evidence aa Pl-osecution 1s Exhibit P-84-Ai i s 

attached hereto and made part of the record.) 

PROSECUTION:(Lt Col CRAlTFORD). May it please the Court,the 

prosecution r equests permission to read ita Exhibit P-84-A to the Court . 

PRESIDENT: Ocantod, 

(Whereupon Prosecution 1 e Exhibit P-84- A was read to the Court in the 

English language as !oUO'ffs 1) 

I , Werner Stemebeck, Obersturmf'uehrer, having been 
duly sworn, make the following staten•mt supplementary to 
my statement of 26 ),{arch 19461 

On l b December 1944, between 5 o ' cl ock and 6 o I clock 
in the evening, I arrived in a village which I believe was 
called Lodomeg, Which ia situated 2 to 3 kilometers east or 
Stavelot. A.t that time in the CP W'itJ1 me 1n this vil.lase were 
Hauptstur:n.tuehrer Oskar Klingelhoefer, CO of the 7th Compa.11y 
and Obersturmi'uehrer Benoni Junker, CO of the 6th Company. 
Oberetumruehrer Junker told me to eive the order to Haupt,
schar.tuehror August Tonk or the 6th Co.mpa.ny to go w1 th !our 
or :f'1ve other soldiers to Stavelot to look for American 
gasoline . I stepped outside and found Hauptschar:fuehrer Tonk. 

(Elowitz - 'Tu.roct ) 

Hi6 
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I 1an hi.a the onler and added that he. ahould take my usist
ant aunner s-iur-nn Jtana Zimer alon&• Hauptacharf'u.ehrer Tonk 
Nported back to the CP between 9 o'clock and 10 o I clock of t.he 
• ._ nenin&• It 1• poHible, althou1h I a mt au.re, that 
Hauptaturmtuehrer Klincelhoeter and Obereturmtuehrer Junker 
ftre preaent at the CP when Hauptlchartuehrer Tonk report.ed back. 
Before I became an officer I wu ai.ays Mendl.y with Haupt
achartu.ehrer Tonk and when he returned to the room at this tia 
I 1reeted him in a i'riendl.:, manner. Hauptr.charfu.ehrer Tonlc 
reported that he oOIUdn 1t find any 1uol1ne but he found a jar 
ot fruit in a house. Then he remarked 11 nc.rl. a1:dliaten 11U1aten 
c!,.n.n &l•ubon" , (Tl<o chilione ~ to P&T 111th their 11 ...,, tor 
it,) Ila held the jar ot tlMlit 1n hie hand and ottered ,.. ,_ 
of it and I recall now that I wu veey happy about it becauae 
I outferod trom ;i,,llOlf jaundice and nHded tlM11t, I knalJ that tho 
11 Zwei 15iv1.llaten 1118eten daran &l,auben" used bf Hauptachartuelr er 
Tonk means that two ci:rlliane ftN k:Uled. No other interpret
aUon ill possible if this expreeaion is used 1n the Gennan 
language • 

I have prepared a sketch attached hereto which shmrs 
the CP in this village where t he incident described here occurred• 

I make this stateD!nt collflisting or two pages and a 
aketch Toluntarily out cf my OIJfU tree Will Without !orce,threats 
or irotll.see of reward. 

Werner Sternebeck 
SS Oberaturmfuehrer 
27 March 1946, 

sworn to and subscribed before 
me th11 27th day of llareh 1946 
at Schwabisch Hall, Ger. 

Raphael Sbumacker 
Capt , CMP 

(Whe reupon the German Translation was then read to the Court in 

the German lanaua1e by an interpreter. ) 

PJ10SF,CD t IOll(Lt Col CIU.\'IFORD) , Tho Prosecution offare 1n 

evidence a Photo ilfidavit executed by Werner Sternebeck or August 

Tonk, u Prosecut1on 1 s Exhibit P-84-B. 

DEFEUSE a On behali' of the Defenee there is no objection 

to the Picture Artidavit, or the necessity for the reading of same, 

and it is admi.tted that the Photo~ph is that of the accuoed AU&Wlt 

Tonk, 

PRESIDENT, There being no objection, the Exhibit offered 

by the Prosecution is admitted into evidence and Will be marked as 

Prosecution's l!xhibit P~4- B. 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously marked and 

identi!ied was raceived into evidence as Prosecution 1s Exhibit P~4-Ba 

is attached heret.o end made part ot the record). 

http:report.ed


# 121 Pll(Bl!ClJTIOH(Lt Col, CRl,IIFORD), You •T crooo--.,.. 

s J. S, Rl!C!ICSS EUl!IlilTION 

QU!STIONS BY DEFENBlh (Captain NlRVID). 

Q 11r Elollito, 1o it a tact that prior to Stemobeck •king 

thie etatement, he was confronted b7 Heinz Zimmer ? 

A That io true. 

Q Ia it also true that Sternebeok prior to bein& confront-1 

b:,- Ziimner denied, or stated that ho did not recall Tonk makil>g that 

statement ? 

A That is right., 
• 

Q In other worda, Sten,abeck finall;r admitted onl.7 after 

Zimmer told him lib&t he heard 7 

.A Well, the way Stemebeck put it wu like tJd.e - "If Zimraer 

at.ates it, I may aa well admit it •. 

Q Is it not a fact that Stem.ebeck stated 11It Zia!ler states 

it - it may have happened 11 - did he not say that 1 

A I rea.lly don't remamber. 

DEFENSE, No further quest.1011s -• PRCBECUTION1 No redirect examination. 

PRESIDENT• There appear to be no further questions, the 

Witness is excµsed. 

(Whereup.m the rltness was eccuaed and Wi. thdrew) . 

PROSECUTION I The Prosecution calls as i ta nextwitne88 

Francoia Cl ose. 

FRANCOIS CWSE, a Belg:tan civilian was duly sworn and 

teatu'ied through an inteJ:l)retar a.a followe a 

DIRECT EX.U!INATION1 

QU!STIONS BY POCBECUTION(Lt Col CRl.llFORD), 

Q State your name ? 

A Francois Close. 

Q Where do you live ? 

A .lt Stavelot. 

(Close- direct) . 1128 



1121 
Q In what OOW1tl7 11 Stanlot looatacl 1 

S 3 6 ,. Bol&i1DI 

Q I.re :,,,u a BoJ.a:Lan cit.tsen T 

A Yea 

Q llhat wu :,uur occupation 1n December l.9L4 ? 

A I waa a tl.eld polioeman. 

Q How lone h&n you been a field policeman ? 

A. Fourteen yun • 

Q 'llhat tcmui did :,,,ur diatriot con,r T 

A. Stavelot. 

• 
Q Did you have any juriadict:1.on over Steyr, Pa.rfondreu, an:l 

Renardemont ? 

A Yes . 

Q Aro they 1n the canmunity ? 

A Yes 

Q Are they pa.rt of the village or Stavelot ? 

A They· are hamleta on the outskirts of Stavelot. 

• 
Q Where 11119re you on the mming or 18 December 1944 ? 

A At my house 

• Q Where is your hoUBe ? 

A At Stavel ot itself. 

Q What did you s ee that morning ? 

A I saw German troops arriving. 

Q What kind of vehicles were they riding i n ? 

A Tanks, 

Q .lt what time of day did they &rr1V8 ? 

A Between o8oo and 0900 houre. 

Q Fran what direction did they come 7 

A They came 1'ron1 the dir&ct.ion of GennanJ" - from U>domeg, 

Venchanz, and Stavelot. 

Q A.t what point did they enter Stavelot ? 

J. They entered b7 the bridge or Lodomeg on the South side • 

( Close- direct) . 1129 
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Q What did you do when the tanks entered StawlotT 

A I wu at home. 

Q 1lha t did you do later that day? 

4 I went to the auspice (hoapital) to help the people who 

were the1·e. 

Q How uny people were there? 

A. 'nlere were approximately 450 people at the hoepital, 

Q And what did you do after you went to the hoepital? 

•• 
J. I proceeded to get tood tor these people • 

Q Did you remain in Stavelot !or the next fn d&p'I 

A Yea. 

Q IA.iring the ne.xt few ~a what were your activities? 

A I ted, helped feed the people in the hospital. and the 

people who were 1n the cellars. I helped the Red Cross in finding 

and helping the wounded, and in bringing back the bodies of dead 

from the places in which it was possi bl e t o go. 

• 
Q What were done with these bodies? 

A They were buried in temporary graves in the park of the 

• hospital. • 

Q Ha..- many bodies were buried there? 

LT. COL . DWINELL, I object t o that question as irrele vant 

to the iaBUes . 

LAW MDIBER: It 1a pouible that it 1a going to be con

nected to aome other issue. It not, you can take yrur objection 

at soma other tiaeJ Colonel • 

.l To my knmrledge J 93 bodies. 

Q Kr. CloseJ after the 18th of December, did you make an;y 

visits to the various homes in the commu.nity of Stavelot? 

A I wee in tam and I went to all the places to which it 

(Francoill Close - Direct) 

. 1130 
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YU poadble to go, beoau.ae or courae 1 t wu not poaaible to e:o 

ever,-where because or bollbardment. 

Q Arter the bombardment wae over , did you vis it t he ones 

you had not been able to reach? 

! Arter the 14th or January, when thie YU over, we were 

able to go fur t her. 

Q Did y-ou villit . t he homes you had not been able to reach 

at that t ime? 

A. Yes , t o a cer tain extent . 

Q Who did you talk t o? 

A I spoke t o many member s or the populat ion. 

Q I n doing so, did you det ermine from t hose peopl e the 

cause 0£ death? 

LT. COL. IlWINELL t .fust a minute , pl ease . I object to 

t hat question ; 1 t i s leading the witneH • 

LAW MEMBER t Obj e ct i on sustained . 

LT. COL. CRAWFORD: I withdraw the question • 

QUESTIONS BY PROOJOOUTION (Lt . Col . Crawford) : 

Q What did you find out when yoo. talked t o thes e peopl e ? 

A I l earned t hat civilians had been s hot at Par£ondriu , 

Renardmont, St eyr, on the road to Troia Ponts, on the r oad to Goo, 

on t he Stokeu, in the ta,rn of Staval ot i t self , and on t he road t o 

the ol d castle . 

PRESIDENTt That has not been translated in German as 

yat . 

(Whereupon the interpreter translated the last answer 

of the w1tne&11 into German.) 

Q What did you learn as to who had shot these people? 

A I was t ol d that the people who had shot these persons 

wer e German t r oops • SS . 

(hancois Close - Direct} 
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Q Had you seen any German troops in Stavelot in that 

vicinitT between the 18th of December 1944 and the 14th of 

January 1945? 

A At Stavelot? 

Q Did you 888 aey of the bodies of these people? 

A Yes, I buried them. 

Q Did you observe any wounds on aey of the bodies? 

A Yes . 

Q What type of wounds were they? 

A Open and blood-covered wounds. 

Q Do you know Jean and Camille T0tnbeux? 

A Yes , I know them very well . 

Q During yoo.r visits, did you see them? 

A I saw them. Yes, I found them in the place where they 

had been shot, both Jean and Camille Tombeux, by the house of 

Loute 1.eCoeur, on the road to Vielle Chateau by Stavelot. 

Q Were t hey alive or dead? 

A Dead . 

Q Did you ob:!l erve any wounds on these bodies? 

A Yes . 

Q Vlhere wero the wounds ? 

A In the back or the neck. 

Q What type ot wounds were these? 

A I cwldn I t see vary well because the bodies were frozen. 

Q Do you know what caused the wounds on the bodies of the 

9) people you buried? 

LT. COL . DWINELL: I objeot to that question, pleaae, 

as leading the witness . 

PRESIDENT: Objection is overruled . 

(Francois Close - Direct) 
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Q With what? 

.A. Bull ets -- they had been shot. 

Q These 9) people you buried, what was the nationality 

or the 93 peopl e you buried? 

A They were Belgians. 

LT. COL. CRAWFORDi I hand the reporter a document to 

be marked Prosecution Exhibit No. 85 for identification. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution 

Exhibit No. 85 for identification by the reporter . ) 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Lt. Col . Crawford ), 

Q I hand you a document that has been marked Prosecution 

Exhibit No . 85, and ask you to state what that is? 

'A It is a list or the vic tims. 

Q In whose handwriting does this lis t appea r ? 

A It is in my handwriting . 

Q Whose signature appears on eaoh page of this list? 

A My eignature . 

Q Ho,r was this list prepared? 

A The list was prepared on my own initiative and is based 

on n:cy- awn memory . 

Q Does this l ist contain the names of the 93 peopl e you 

stated you buried? 

A Yes . 

Q Does it contain more names than the 93? 

A Yes. 

Q Who are tho ad.di tional names? 

A 'ln08e are the names of residents of Tro.iX Fonts who 

were buri ed in Tr-oix Ponts 1tself. 

Q Was this li'lt compil ed from in.f'ormation you gathered 

during your visits around the rlcinity of Stavelot, after the 
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18th o! December 19447 

A Yes. 

Q Is that the list or the family names and the number 

ot persona ot the tami.l.y who died after the 18th ot December 

1944., and the manner in which you have been testifying toda,y'I 

A Yes. 

• 

LT. COL . CRAWFORD, At this time Prosecution offers 

in eTI.denoe a document which has been marked for identitication 

Prosecution Exhibit No. 85., asks that it be attached to the 

record and made a part thereof, and marked Prosecution Exhibit 

• No . 85 . 

LT. COL. D~'l'INELL: Tho Defense obj ects to this evidence 

on the grwnds that it is irrelevant, hasn't been connected With 

the accused or any issues in the case • The iM trument is ,1.ot 

dated and is not connected as to t ime . 

BlW MEMBFll. 1 There is some t estimocy to the effect that 

this list of names was compiled af ter the 16t h of December . '!'her e 

• is alao some testimony to the e.ffect that these people, some or all 

• of them were shot as a result or died as a result of bullet "ounds, 

a.rxl there is also some testimony to the effect that SS troops were 

in Stavelot at t he time. The i natrument Will, t her ef ore, be 

admitted for wh&tever i t is wor th, 11..'ld the Court 1fill place such 

probative value as it deems tit . 1.),_e objection is overruled . 

PRESI DEN'C r The exhibit offer6d by the Prosecution is 

therefore admitted in evi.denoe and Will be marked P-85. 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously 

marked and identified, was receind in evidence as Prosecution 

Eithibit N0 • BS and is attached hereto and made a part or the record.) 

(Francois Close - Direct) 
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LT. COL. CRAWFORD: Will you mark this Prosecution 

Exhibit llo. 65-4, pleaae? 

(Whereupon the document referred to was m&rked Prosecution 

l'lxhibit !lo. BS..J. for identiticat.ton.) 

LT. COL. CRA.WFORDi Proaecution offere in n1dence 

Prosecution Exhib1t No. 8S-4J being a true and correct Engl.tab 

translation of Prosecution Exhibit P-8,5. 

DEFENSE1 No objection on behalf of the Defense• 

PRESID~Tt There being no objection, the exhibit offered 

by the Prosecution will be admitted in evidence and Will be marked 

P-65--A.. 

(Whereupon the document refarred to, having been previously 

marked, was received in evidence as Prosecution Exhibit No. P-85-A 

and is attached hereto and made a part of the record.) 

QUESTIOfS BY PROOECUTION {Lt. Col . Crawford) l 

Q Mr. Close, ot the 93 people that you buried, what was the 

sex and the age of thoee persona? 

A The age varies . '!'here were children there between eight 

m.onihs and eighteen years, there were elderly people and othars. 

Q What was the sex of these people? 

4 There were both sexes. 

Q HOii" many women wer e there? 

A I do not have the figures 1n l1liY head. I cannot say 

exactly, but there is quite a number. 

LT. COL. CRAWFORD: Proaecution does not desire at this 

time to read Prosecution Exhibit No. 85...A.. 

Q Mr. Cloae, Will you. describe the houae where you found the 

bodies or Jean and Camille Tambeux? 

A It is a house built Chalet-style, that is located on the 

Schemindu,;iellll" chateau, and 1e built partly of' masonry and partly 

(Francoia Cl08e - Direct) 
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reen!orced 1fith wood.. 

Q What color 1a the house? 

A 'lbe color is white-y'ellOIII'. 

Q Would you recognise the hou.ae it 7011 1aw 1t again? 

A Yes. 

Q I hand you a photograph that has be9n marked Proaecu-

tion ~hibit N0 • 83, and ask you to state what ia sham on that 

house? 

A Tl,e house bel onged to Louis Leeoeur. 

Q I s thl.t photograph r epresentative of a reaeonable por-

trayal of that house as 1t was on the 14th of January 1945? 

A Yea. 

Q Is the house shown on Prosecution Exhibit No . 83 the 

same house where you found the bodies o! Jean and Camille Tombeux? 

A Yes. 

Q Referring to Prosecution Exhibit BJ, Will you indicate on 

the photogra;,h ftre the bodies were found? 

A It is on the other side, on the opposite side o.f the house • 

Q Is that ai de of the house 8hown in this photograph? 

A No. 

Q How closo to the house were these bodies? 

A Betw-een three and .four meters . 

Q W8 s there an opening into the house near the bodies? 

A Yes , the cellar door . 

Q Arter the 18th of December 194U, did you have occasion 

to bury any Belglln civiliana who •ere victi.ma of battle? 

A Yes . 

Q Are there any or those persona included 1n the list, 

Prooooution Exhibit N0 , 85? 

(Francois Close - Direct) 
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4 Yes. 

Q 'l'bey- are or are not included in that list? 

4 They- are in that liat. 

Q Were any- ot the people included in that liat engaged 

in coabat the11111elveaf 

.l No, sir. 

PROSECUTIONs (Lt. Col. Crawford) No further questions. 
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DD'DU1 llr, I.oili!JC, 

R- l CROSHWIJIUIOJ 
~UESTIOIIS BT THE m:J'm!91 (llr, I.oilb1c) 

Q, Oan 7ou tell me what the population of S\avelot hf 

.A The community of StaTelot baa about fiTe thou.eand 

inhabitant.. 

Q, he the subu.rba of StaTelot included in that figu.ret 

A. Tes. 

Q, The activity in which ;you eneaged. from the 18th to 

the 24th, waa that par t of 7our dutiea aa a J'ield Policeman? 

A Tea. 

Q, So, were you a member of an auxilia ry or ganhation, 

or vaa that part of your dutiea as a Fiel d Policeman? 

A I t vaa in ra,y- capaci t y aa a J'ield Policeman, 

Q. When did the Germans leav e Stav elotl 

A They l eft on the 14 th of January I on the day on 

which t he American troops reauced the offensive . 

Q, When did the Americana , before the Germana ever came , 

leave Stavel ot f 

A They didn 1 t al l l eave a t any time - - some remai ned 

behind. 

Q, For how l oDg'f 

A On the 19th of December, the Amer i cana retook the 

town, ae far aa the bridge of L'Enbleve. 

Q, Did you. also see Ge.rm.an wowided &nd dead at Stavelot! 

.A. I did not see wounded, but I did aee dead. 

Q, Would it be pouible to atate that there waa heavy 

fight i n« in and a.round Stavelotf 

.A. Tea. 

Q, You mentioned , .;.,metime aco, open wound• -- did you 

mean those wound.a which had been cauaed by artilleey aplinter-1? 

(Cl ose -- Cross) 
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R-2 

Q, Well , in 7our opinion, how did tbue gaping wound1 

origiA&te? 

A. J'rom firear.ma. 

DD'ENSE (Dr. Leiling): •o further queationa . 

Dm'El:fSE (Colonel »rerett) 1 Dr. Leer . 

qUESTIONS BY THE Illi:FENSE (Dr, Leer) 1 

Q, How often did you go to the hospital? 

.l llYecy ~ . 

, 
Q, liefore the occupation of Stavelot, or only aft er the 

occ11pation of Stavelotf 

J. After the occupation. 

Q, After the Germans had alrea(cy left Stave l ot, or vae 

it still durin« combat? 

A During the occupation. 

Q, When did you see theee men in the hospital? 

A On the 18th of December. 

Q, And who told you abou t thh1 

A The fir s t dead person that I received was Madame 

Colinet --

• Q, ~ut no dead peraon could make t he statement that 

ninety-throe dead persona ara l y i ng in the hosp ita l -- my ques

tion 11: who told you? 

A I t was my investigation that showed t hat : as the dead 

came in I counted them and the tl,tal va1 ninety-three . 

Q, I &&&in ask 7ou from vhom or hov did you find out 

that ninet7-three dead penon• were l7ing in the ho•p1talt 

PROSECUTION (Lt Col Crawford): '!'he proae

cution objecta to th1a line of quHtion1ng . The witneu did 

not teatU;y that there were ninety-three dead in the hoapital: 

he teatithd that they were buried at the hospital. 

(Close -- Croaa) 
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P.RESID%B!1 Th• objection h 1uetained. 

Q, When dld 7ou, during the fighting in Stavelot, for 

the flnt time hea r ~bing about dead c1Tillan1? 

J. On the 18th of Deoember, 

Q, .A.nd from where did you deriTe that lnfor1DB.tion? 

J. J'rom the parents of the Tlctim1. 

Q, Did you aee the :penonal identification ca r ds and 

papers of ninety-three corpaea? 

A Yee, together with the lted Orou . 

Q, Who made the certif'icatea of death for theae corpaeat 

J. Doctor6 Mon and Rouvenet, of Stavelot . 

Q. What did these physicians ata te Yere t he e&ua oa of 

dea th? 

.l Death follovh1g shooting . 

Q, On what dq did all theae peop le db? 

A Some were shot on the 18th , acme on t he 19th, and 

acme on the 20th -- a nd allo betveen the 18th of December and 

the 14th of Janu.aey. 

Q, Again I ask t he wttnf:IBa: from where did you derive 

tha t inf'orma.tlon? 

J. From the families of the viettma and from those who 

mano,;ed to escape. 

~ Do 7ou know who were the participant& i n t he f18hta f 

A I don 1 t 11Dderatand what thecou.neel Wi&he& me to &tatef 

lll!:FENSE (Dr. teer) : I withdraw the ques-

tion. 

DEFENSE (Colonel :&Terett): Dr.Bau. 

~UESTIOHS BT THE DEFEIISE (Dr, Bau) I 

(Close - CroH) 
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Q. Ya• StaTelot occupied from the 18th of December 

unt 1l the 14th of Jat1.uaryt 

A The onl7 part ot Sta... elot that wa• occupied vae the 

part •outh of the L'hbleve. 

Q. .Who occupied t he northern pe.rtt 

.l It wa a b7 the herlcan troop•. 

Q. Have houau been damaged or destroyed in the •outh-

ern pa.1·t of StaTelotT 

.l Te•. 

Q. Row maey houae•t 

A Many houaea, 

Q. Could you g lve a percentage , approximate ly, or the 

number of houeea destroyed.? 

A Approxbatel.y twenty-five percent destruction. 

PROSE0UTI0U: If the court pl ease , I would 

like t o inquire the purpoae of thh line of questioning; it aeema 

to me that it is rather i mmaterial. 

PRESIDENT: The obj ection ii onrruled. 

Q. Where t hen wa s the c ivilian popula tion bel ong i ne to 

this twenty-five percent? 

A They were in their cellars, 

Q, Was t h e basement deatro7 ed ao well? 

A Tea . 

Q, Some time ago 7ou. deat«na.ted t he houae i n whi ch the 

brot hers Troe both were sho t , as t he correct onet 

A Tes. 

Q. W&e that house damaged aa vellt 

J. Tea, pe.rt iall;r. 

Q. It we.a damaged on t hat side wh i ch va• not photogr aphed 

- - rightt 

(Cl ose - Croes) 
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4 TH, on the roof. 

JJ.W MEMBER: There 1a entirely- too auch 

noiH in the court rooa -- the mu.r11.ering in the court room will 

ha:Ye to atop i mmediately. 

(Whereupon the Law Kember 1 1 remark, were 

interpreted to the court and the accuaed.) 

DEFENSE: (Dr. Rau) ?lo further questions. 

PRESlDl.'UT: Are there a117 further quettiona 

b7 the defenae T 

Dm'ENSE (Colonel herett): The defense haa 

nothing further on crou. 

PRESIDENT: .!re there any further questions 

b;y the p r osecution: 

PROSECUTION (Lt Col Crawford): There 1a one 

more question, air. 

llE-DillECT EXAMil!AT IOH 

Q.UEST I ONS BY THE PBOSECUTION (Lt Oo l Crawford) I 

~ Were the bodies whoee na.mea appear on the liat of 

Proaecution Exhibit 85 killed by fire from the Germane to the 

Americana, or by f i re f r om the Americana to the Gerlllan& - -

DEFENSE (Captain B'arTid): The defense ob

jecta to the form of that queation. 

PRESIDEE'l': The objection ia au1tained. 

PROSECUTIO!i (Lt Col Crawford): I will re-

pbre.ae the que&tion. 

(Close -- Re-Direct) 
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Q, With reference to that pa.rt of StaTelot tha t wa11 occu-

pied by the Germana, vb.ere were the bodiea whoae namea appear on 

the l h t ! n Proaecution :Exhibit 86 foundt 

A The7 were found in the wnt, north and eaat of Stave-

lott 

Q. What troop• occupied the weat, north and east of Stave-

lott 

DJFENSE (Captain !farTid) 1 If it please the 

court, the defense object& to that -- it doe£n 1 t ahow the time. 

,PROSECUTION (Lt Col Crawford): Will the 

r eporter read the answer to the fir s t ques tion? 

(Whereupon t he r eporter r ead a a requested. ) 

PBOSECUTION (Lt Col Crawford) ,: I wi ll with- . 

drav that question. 

Q, :Be t ween t he 16th of December , 1944 , and t he 14 th of 

J a nuacy, 1945, what troopa occupi ed t he nort h , wes t and eas t of 

Stav elotT 

A The Germans occupied the v es t and then t~ey paased on 

and occup i ed the north and part ot the eaa t • 

Q. Wba t did the parents , r elatives and per sona who had 

eacaped, about whom you have t es t i fied, tell ;you &bout who had 

killed the Ti ctims t 

A The7 aaid that t hE>7 were ahot. 

Q. By whom? 

A :By the SS . 

PROSECUTION (Lt Col Crawford): No further 

queations. 

DEJ'ENSE : , Dr. Leer . 

~UESTI O!iS Jrr THE DEFENSE (Dr . Leer ) I 

Ji.lOaOSS JDWU!lillOJ 

(C l oae - .Ile-Direct) 
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Q, In what part were 7ou, at the time that the Geru.na 

occupied StaTelotl 

A I wae in the northwutern part. 

~ V~re 7ou there all the ti11t1 , or did 7ou alao go into 

other partl of the town? 

A I re•ined in the town the entire u ... 

Q, In other word• , if I understand ;you correctl.J', 7ou 

were in the northern and western pa.rte, ii that richt? 

• 
J. Yu , that h, on the !)8.rt on the r1&ht band aide of 

t he L1Enbleve. That i s in t he pa rt that waa then occupied b7 

.A.merie&n troopa • 

• Q. Wh)- d i d. you go t he r e ? 

A I happened t o be t here . 

Q. liaen 1 t there aome rather he&yY fighting a r ound that 

epotf 

A Ye&. 

Q, Isn 1 t it cus t omary t o keep out of the danger zone --

ien1 t it customa.r;y fo r ciTUians to keep out of these danger :soneaT 

A The population took r efuge i n t he cella ra. 

• Q. I'm not t alk i ng a bout the populati on , I' c t alki ng about 

:,ou 7ou.r self. 

A Myself? Well , I ci r culated i n the t own the entire time . 

~ What was your r e aaon :!or walking a bout the t own, when 

there was ahootin& onf 

J.. I n order to hel p the inhabi tanti and to brin« food to 

the population. 

Q, Di d you know that the populat ion participated i n coJG-

batl 

PROSECUTION (Lt Co l Crawford): If it please 

the court I that que1tion h au\.u:o.ing a atate of facta that ia :i.ot 

in evidence in thia caae. 

(Close - Re-Cron) 
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D!:Frn!SE (Dr . Rau ): The point in question 

R- 8 3eem.s to be tha t allegedly civilians t18re shot. If' it i s nec

ess1l!:r to examine tlio reason or this , tli.e quest.ion as to wheth

<!r or not the poonlatlon participated in the combat ll!USt be ex

amined. 

P1U3ECUTION {Lt Col Cr awford) : If it 

plca~o the court, if the witness says 11yes 11 or 11 no 11 , he is 

got,t.ing .:.nt o a differen t question. 

I.. W 'j_.;filER : Tho objection is overruled . 

Q Do you lmow t 'i.at t'1er e \78s a resistance mo,m:nent in 

Stavelot nened t he 11f~quis 11 ? 

P.l.03?1.::UTIO~!: The prosecntion obje~ts to 

t hr-.t question . 

L.\., ·-:::..:s::i=t : The ohjection ls sus taint?d . 

DEFEP,'.:iil: : Dr , 8ortkorn. 

PnOOZCU'rION : If t.he court pl ease , t,h(;rc 

·'la.Ye men four Ger:nl:ln counsels quostioni!'lg t his vri.tneos , .ind 

thi.s is t.'ie fifth ,,ne . Tho aareoment vras t hat f('lur wo d be 

t'1e most that ttould he pcr1Tlitt.3d. 

examined the nrcs.,,~t wi tn~qo , tr.a conrt v:-ill declrl., t hi.s quP::;t~on , 

Tho def ense nay nroceed rlth -:. ....,s examinAt~_.,n , 

Q Duri>1"' th:ls entire -1a;r, you 11ore act:t.llly aOOut th':! 

'tovm :ind yet ~·au n"'V"!r ac ~:..:a.1 ly observi;i:d any of these execu 

tions , is t~at rirht? 

(C1 ,:.e - R":!- :ro:-:s) 
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A The exPcutions t ook placoJ hu t , fo r the most p,rt, 

R- 9 thoy t ook place out side the ce nter of t he t mm. 

Q In your post as a Fi l.lld Pol iceman, di d you a lso take 

Ytalks in the outer r er.tons of the toT,n? 

A No , not i n the outskirts . 

Q But since you wer e a Fiel d Policeman, l'fOsn I t i t ~-:,ur 

special dut y to wal k i n t hose r!istricts? 

A Yes . 

Q '.'Tho tol d you, or from w~1om di d you hea r f or tht. f irs t 

ti.'00 thl' t c..i:.ecu t i ons o.f that nature took pl.Ace in the outs kirt s 

of the t°'m? 

ROS»:UTI0U : If it please the court, t~at 

question has been asked several times and ha::;; been ansr,~re-i sev

eral t i mes -- the vd. tncss has answered tho questio!'l in each case. 

DEF'31':D~ (Dr . Her tkorn) : .a;, I point out 

that the only question askod so far has pertained to executions 

in p:eneral, but not to exocutlons in the snburbs of the tO'W?l of 

Stavelot., or of o ther districts . 

IAW1.:::.rnrn: Thn objec tion is overruled. 

A I learned it from the 'tled Cross . 

DZFEil'SE (Dr. Hertkorn) : Th.'lnY you. !fo 

rnrtl,,3r ql:.e::itions . 

o:::..,.E".'SE: The dc!'nnse has nctliin"' furt~r 

- rir) furth<=!r cp1c>st.ions . 

Yl:'":'i-i •..t;T: Aro U:G.,...e a,v further questions 

1"t· the prosec11tinn at thiG tit::ll? 

PROSECUUOn : Tho oro::iccution has no fur-

ther questinns . 

(Close - - Rc~ross) 
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PRESIDENT: Aro thore any queRtions by 

R- 10 any member of t he court of this ,dtnoas? 

(WhereuponJ there being no furthe r ques

tions , t he witness was excused and withdr ew. ) 

PRESIDENT : The court will ad journ until 

1040, 

(Whereupon the court adjourned, at the 

dir octi0n of the President, to ,reconvene at 1040 hours . ) 

• 

(Co11rt Adjourrutent) 
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(Where upon tne Court reoonnned at 1046) 

PRES ! DBNT: TM Court 1ti.ll oo:ne to order. 

flWSECUTI0N1 Ir the Court pleue, let the record •how 

that all member• ot the Court, all qmbera ot the ,Proaeoution, 

ul 1111mbere of the DetenH with tna exdept1on or Mr- Strong, Dr, 

Pfiatar and Dr, Wieland who are abaent on b uaimH of the DefenH, 

all of the defendante, the re porter and the interpreter are preaem. 

The Proaeo ution reoalla ~- Elowit1 . 

LAW h'EMBE R1 Before thot there are four reporters to be 

PRUSECUTION1 I didn't know t hat . 

FRESIIEN'I·1 Will the four re port!tra ste p up, p lease . 

Reuben A. Duekia, Ann Burne , Eff ie Georgatoa, 
Helen Church, Court Reporteira, w,re appo i nted 
reporfflra fo r the oaea and thoy we re dul y aworn . 

PR0Sl!: CUTI0N, Capt . Byrne 11111 handle the wtxt phaaa of 

the oasa • 

WRRIS ELOWITZ, recalled aa ,.._ witneae for tho Prosecu t ion, 

hav i ng bei,n previously n .o rn tes tif ied fu rther as follow11 

RE DIRECT EJCAYIIIA TION 

QUES TIONS BY PROSECUTION, (CAPT, BYRNE) 

Q Wou l d you state your nan t 

A Morris Elowi tz. 

Q Are you the Hmll llorris Elowita 1t'ho hu preTiously 

testified in this Court? 

J. Ycu . 

Q Dur i ng the oourse of your dut :13 • u interrogator at 

JP 2, Sohwaebisoh Ball, Oerll'.auy, did you en r inte rrogate, one 

'Ml rDBr Sterne beok? 

A Yea . 

(E lowita-redirec t ) 1148 
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Q Cou ld you ident1.f'y thie 'f.Et!'Der Sternebeolc: it you saw him 

agal.D? 

A Yea . 

Q Ia he present in the priaonsra' dock? 

A Yea, ha ia. 

Q Corre ct tha record. l',ay the •Hitneu be re minded he ii 

sti ll under oath . 

A Yes , sir . 

Q Wou ld you look a t the pt·honera' <Dck at the lef't and see 

if he is present there ? 

A Yea . he i.. Th9re he ia (indica ting) , nullber 62 . 

PRESIDE:NT1 Nurnt>er 62 will stand. 

(whi,re upon tlw eoouaed stood , as d irected) 

FR 3:SID3NT: Sit do-..n . 

CAPT . BYRNE: I hand the re !,JOr'blr an inetrurre nt aD:i request 

that it ts marked Prosecution' a Exhibit 86 For Identification. 

( \'/here upon tr» doc ument referred to v.u uar ke d 
0Prosooution 's Exhibit 86 For I dentifioetion by the re porWr) 

Q Mr . E lowit z , I hand you Pr ooeout lon'a Sxhibit 86 For 

ldenti fiaotion end I ask you if you recognize i t. 

A It is a atatlllrMnt ot ,Orne r St~rneblok . 

Q In t>:hat mmne r was tbs atati,ment taken f'rom Werne r 

S~rnebeck? 

J. After oral interrogation tho substance ot Starnebeok1 a 

ata tarmnta ware diotatad baok to hilD. and they were writ1sn by him. 

Q \'it.s that ata"b:t'?'lltnt in S-t;grnebeok 1 a o.:n hand,rriting? 

A Yea. 

Q In tha oourne of the i nterrogation d id Starnebeok make 

JOOre tl'an one stateireut? 

(E lowi tr.-Ndireo t) 
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Q Vi&s any foroe or threata used to aeoure the atateman'c 

which you now haw identified? 

A No . 

Q vrae he at any tilre ocnf"ronted with wi tnusea a. gainat him? 

A Yes. he was . 

Q '\'iho? If you rem,mber • 

A I retrember for certain Hana Zimm,r. 

i'iere any threat• or promiee a made to St,rnebeok to noura 

thia statellllnt ? 

A No . th9re .,,,.a a not. 

Q Wa s this atate,nnt sworn toT 

A Yes , it we.a . 

Q Who took tha oath? 

A let Lt. Perl . 

CA!-'T. BYRNE: The Prosaoution otters in evidence and 

requeata t ha t it be attached to tha rooord and 118da a part 

tl'Braor. Frosaoution 'a Exhibit 86 For I dentificat ion, and req1..e11ta 

that it be admit tad H Proaeoution.'11 Exhibit 86. 

DEFENSE COtlNSEL1 The Defenaa objaota to the evidence 

on tbt ground prev iously atawd. 

PRESifu""'NT: Ob,1eotion onrrulad. The exhibi t offered 

by th!I Prosecuti on will be raoeinid i n evidence and marked 

Prosooution'a Exhibit 86 . 

( '1,~reupon ths doo umsnt re.ta rred to• having been p reviously n8rked 
and i danti.fied, na reoeived in evidenoe as Prosecution'• Exhibit 
B6 and 1a attaohed hereto and made a part ot the rooord. ) 

CAPT . BYRNE: We requaat the re portsr to mark tho 

trant:lation or this atatl!urwnt u: Prouoution' • Exhibit 88A 

For ld11nti.fioation. 

IEFSNSE COUNSE L1 l'ay 1t pleue the Court, the Dehnae 

(Elowit•-redlroct) 1150 
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doe• not desire to objeot to thil tran•lation. but -.,uld Uh 

to haw tht privilep ot mak1nc a later objeotion if the 

translation dewlopa 1noorraot. 

PRESIDENT1 The exhibit offered by the ProHoution h 

reoeiYed 1n eTid.eno• and will be nrked Proseoution'• &~ i bit ea., 

with leave to tl9 Dehnae to object a t a later date• 

(Whereupon tlw doou~nt referred to was received in evidenoe 
(u Proseoution'a Exhi bit 86.t. and ie attached hereto and rrade 
(a part of the record. ) 

CAPT. BYRNE: TM Prol!laoution reque sts permis sion or th8 

Court to read Pr oseoution'a EJChibit 86 and Pr osaoution 'a Exhibi t 

86A. 

PRES I DENT1 All right. 

CAPT. BYRNE: (re ading Proaeoution'a Exhibit 86A) 

"I, l'ie rner Ste rnebeok, Obera turmf'uehror, having been 
dul y s worn, make tM following atat,,mi,nt1 

In Deoembar, 1944, at the tin of the E ifal offensive , 
l\'88 Oberaturmtus,hrl'l r i n the 8th Company, lat Panzer Rsgiment, 
LSSAH. My company ootnnander wu Oberaturmfuehror Benoni Junker. 
During th, night fran 16th to 16th of Deoembar, 1944, my tmk wu 
ordered to ths point of the combat group and at that tine I left 
tM 6th Company • 

My tank and other tnnll:1 of the combat group remained i n 
Wanm, , Belgium on the 20 th Decomber, 1944, because Stavelot we.a 
aurrowded and 't\8 oouldn 1 t get through there any m::>re. At 
this ti.ml Unteraturlnf'uehrer Heub9ok wu in Wanne, and he was the 
c.o. of the thra it tanka of tho lat Company, lat Panca r Regilmnt , 
ISS.!B, which reninad behind, 

I liTed in Wanne in the nm, houee u Hauptaturm.tuehrer 
Kaliachko ...ho waa tha oomrrandsr of tho lat Artiller y Battalion, 
Artillery Regimnt I, LSSAH . 

I have prepared• akstob ot Wanne , nrbd "A" attached 
hereto showing rr., C.P., appro:d.mata location or Un'b!lr1turmt'uehrar 
Haubeok'• C.P. and the position or~ tank. In the morni ng 
hours of the 2ht or 22nd or December, 1944, StandarteL1'U1tbror 
M:>hnke , conrnander of the LSS.iH na in l'fanna, and gaw order a 
about th, deploy-nent ot troop, to the dittarant unit leadare . 
I listened for a "While •• StandartenfU9hrar Mohnke issued the 
orders, and •a under tba improui on that he •a wry displeased 
about tM situation in Wanne • At about noon-tin, of t he aame 
or the .fo llowing day, Haupta:turml'uehrer Ka l hohko camo 'b::> ae 
and aa id that he had r ace ind th, order from the DiTiaion ix, 

(Elowitt-redirec t) 
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round up all euspioioua Belgian trale oiTilian• in 1'ianne, •nd UI 
ahoot them baoauae there •• auppoaed to be an eneq, radio tranndtter 
1n Wanne. He.uptaturaf'uehrer Kaliaoblco decided to axeoutl thil 
order by diTidhlg th• Tillage i n two parte f'or tlw 1uroh. He 
took anr one part and the tank troop, Ht.rohod the other part. 
I transmitted this order 1o Unter1turm!'u.ehrer M.&enkemn who •• 
oonmandar of the 7th Company troopa in l\anne • and I alao belUw 
to Unteratunn!'uehrer Heub,ok, but I .. not aure about that. 
Then I •nt to my tank whioh 1'1H 1n tht poaition u indicated 
on m:, aketoh •A", to pan on this order, llhioh I reoo ind h'oll 
Bauptsturm1'1..-hro r Kalieohlco , UI m:, ore-.. Thh happoned between 
1 and 2 o'olook in tlw att::trnoon. I told t he cre w that a aeoret 
radio transmitter •• looat&d in the Tillage and that .,.. had to find 
it. Then I told Rottentuehri, r Harentrey 'fff1 tank drinr and 
Stul"llllllaDll Hillman, my radio-operator to lo ok !'or au1pioiou1 
Be l gian civilian• and in cue they found any to •hoot tlwm. • 
said to Rcttenf'uehre r Herentrey, "You are an' old hand' in such 
rrat'b:tra--you take charge." I ordered Sturmmann Plau and S"tur11t11-ann 
Zim:nll r to stay with 1ht tanks u gua rds. and I returned to the C.t' . 
About half an hour later Rottenfuehrer IIe rentrey reported to • a.t 
the C.P . and told m, tha t he had exe cuted the order. that he had 
found a suspioious Belgian u».le civilian in one of the houau and 
had bunp:td him off. Whereupon I answered "A lright." 

I 1'18ke thie ata.Wm11nt cons isting or three pai;aa and om 
alratoh marked "A• voluntarily, out of m.Y' O'flll free will, wit.bout 
foroi, ; threats, or promina of " "'"rd . 

(ei~d) We rner SWrnebeolc 
SS Ob9ra turmfuehrer 
26 Va roh, 1946 • 

s ,,.orn to o.nd aubsor i bed to before 
rm this 26th day of ffe rch, 1946, 
a t Sohwaebisob Hall , Ganiany . 

l'lill iam R • Perl 
let Lt. M. I. 0 - 555149 
Invoatigator-l!lx.e,min8l" War Crinea Branch, USFZ T. 

( Vir,3reupon tha fo:-agoing ata te mnt in the ortgiaal Ger!n9.D. 
(wraion, Fr0Hout i on 1 11 8xh ibit 86 , was read to the court tmd 
(accuae d . ) 

CA.t-'T . B'!RNEi The pr osecution offere 1n evidence a 

photo affidavit executed by \',erner $18rnebeolr::, identifying 

~rich limlcensr, and requ,ata ti.t it be recaived in evidence 

as Pr oaeoutlon'a 8xbibit 86B. 

O.Hb"NSE COUNSEti On behalf of tbt Dttf'enae, thtre la no 

(E lowit& .. redirect) 
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objection to tm picture a!"f'idaYit or neoe uity tor reading ttw 

Him , and it is furtt.r admit'bad that tha picture ia that ot the 

PRES l[ElfTi Thora being no objection to thl introduction 

into ovidenoe ot thl exhibit, i t will be r eoeiwd in evidence 

and marked Froeoout1on 1 a Exhibit 868. 

( \'/hereupon the documnt r e f e r,-d to uaa reoeind in evidence aa 
( Pr osecution' a Exhibit 86B and is attached hereto and a de a part
(or the record. ) 

OOFENSE COUNSEL: 11,ry it pleaae th9 Court, in oonneotion 

wi th the exhibits P-84A and P-86A, the Defense doe s not doaire 

to qke any objection as to th! tranalationa . In order '00 

OJ.ear th, record this eta tef!l8nt 1a being n:ede. 

PRESIDENT: Va r y well . 

CAPT . BYRNE1 You may enq1dra . 

18WNSE C0UNSEL 1 Tho del'enae does not de s ire to croas -

exam1.ne th8 witmna . 

FRESireNT: ~ny ques tiona by the Cl ourt? Apparently none . 

The witnes s b excused . 

PROSECUTION: Tho Froaeo ut ion odls as its next witne H 

Hane Zinmer. Thie witnou is Ntoalled. 

PRESimNT: Reoalhd . 

HANS ZlllSR. rec11llDd as a wibeea for the Fro seoution, 
b,ing duly sworn 'b-3.stif:ied further t hr ough tt» interpreter H 
follows: 

RE Dll!llCT EXUDIATIOH. 

Ql'ESTIONS BY PROSECUTION, ( CAn. Bl'Rll~ ) 

Q Will you eta te · our name ? 

./J. Hane Zimner. 

Q To what organ i ution did you be long during tb, Eitel 0ffenaive 

of December, 1944 and January, 1946? 

A Sixth Company, lat Pan u r Reginent, lSSAH. 

( Zitrurl!l r -redireot) 
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Q About the 20th ot December, l94<t, where wH your unit 

loC]_J,tadt 

A In Wanne. 

Q Do you r eo•ll the narraa ot any ot the other I!Wnbera ot your 

organiHtion who 1'.ere there present at the um1 tint 

J,,, Rottentuehrer Corporal Herentrey, Sturnman Plaas, Rotten• 

f'uthrer Hilltr.an and let. Lt. 81,'3rnebeok. I wouldn't know ot my 

othera. 

Q 'li'ae your entire 0011.pey pruent in TGnne at that tilnaT 

A No, th& entire oompey vraa not tmre. 

Q .!bout ho" muoh of it •a th&re? 

A I think two tanke 110re there. 

Q iha t tank y.(t re you inT 

A In l at. Lt , Ste rnebeok'•• 

Q Would you reoognir.e Ober11 t urm.!'uehrer Sternebeok if you aaw 

h im a ge.in? 

A Yea. 

Q Will you l ook at the pr 1aonora 1 dock on your l ef t and 

sae if' Sterne beok l a pre sent th!lreT 

A Ye a , he ia preaont. 

Q Would you ata'bs what number ho 1a W9ar ing . 

A 62. 

CAl'T, BYRNE1 ilill the Court reque11 t number 62 t o atandt 

PRESUENT1 Number 62 , 11tand up . 

( V,W,reupon the aeouaed stood , u directed) 

FRTISID1NT: Sit do,a:i.. 

QUESTIONS BY FROSECUTIOI!, (CAe T. BYRJIE ) 

Q Is that the fJamt 'We rner St;ernebeok: who wae with you in Wt.nD•'T 

A Ye•• 

Q li'hat _,re his dutie a at that time! 

A Tank oomnander, 

(Z inm r-redireot) 1154 
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Q Did you M ar any conwrsation be t.an SWrneboolr: and 

the other ••ra of your tanlt about thl 20 th of D!iicember t 

A Yea. 

Q Wi ll you state to the Court what that ••' 

A Lt. Starnebeck aa:1.d that in oaae any r e aiatanoe we.a offered 

us .,,. should not ahow any oonaidaration and break any reaiatanoe 

any •Y• 

Q To lllhom was he ta l k ing at th~t tin\ 

A I t him:: it ...,. . with Corporal Herentrey. 

Q Did you he ar that conve r sat i Ont 

A Yes. 

Q Did anyth in g unuaual occur 1n i'.'anne that af'te rnoont 

A I woul dn I t know. 

Q Did Herentrey tJ&ke any atat.enent t o you as to what had 

ho~pene d t ha t afte r noon rl th re fe r enoe to c ivil ianat 

A No. 

Did you eve r hear anythi n g that happened ix> oiviliana 

i n t he tol'in t ha t a fta r il.oon? 

A I oouldn ' t eay anything further. I only a~w f o.ur civilian.a 

lie 1n the church dead that afternoon . 

Q Are you sure you ....., that the r e l'\'Ore f our oiviliana dead 

in the church? 

A Yea. 

Q About what the or the day did yr.iu aea them. theret 

A In the afternoon of the 2ht. 

CAPT. BYRNE: No furthlllr quoations . You may enquire. 

D~FENSE COWSELi Tha Defenr.e doea not des1re to 

interrogate the witness . 

PRESIIENTi Any questions by the Court? Apparently not. 
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The witneaa ia •xoueed. 

CA.r'T. enum, One f urther quea tion. 

REDIRECT EXAMIIIATIOII (oontinued) 

QUESTIONS BY THE FROSECUTION, (CAPT. BYBNB) 

• Q Do you know lfho ma the ranking off icer or the Sixth Panr;ar CompaD3" 

in 'Wamle on that day? 

J. lat. Lt. Sternebeok. 

Q. That is all. 

re:mNsE COUISEL, Nothing further. 

QUES TIONS BY, THE FRuSECUTI ON, ( CUT. BYRIIEj 

Q Who •s the 0011I11andi n g officer or the Sixth Panze r Company? 

A let . Lt. Junker. 

Q That is an. 

DEF£NSE COUNSEL1 Sti ll n othing furthe r. 

PRESIDENT: The witne sa is exouaed. 

(Wha reupon the witnes 1 ""'B excused and '1"1ithdrew from t he 
( court room. ) 
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125 , 6/3 , lsp CAPT . BYRNE : The pros e cuti on r e call s 1-tr . 

J, orris El ow1 t z . 

t.JORRIS ELOWI TZ, cal l ed as a w1 tne ss for the 

pro secution r e sumed the s t an d a nd te sti.fied .further 

t hrough an n t erpr e t er a s fol l ows : 

CAP1' , BYRNE : You a r e r ' minded you a r e 

s ti l l under oat h . 

REDIRECT EXAMINATI ON ( CO NTH'UED ) 

Q.UESTIO: s BY PRu SECUTION ( CAP 'r . BYRNE ) 

Q Wou l d you s t a t e your name ? 

A Mo r r i s El owitz . 

Q Ar e y ou t h e sarr.e Mor r 13 E l owi tz who has 

previous l y test i fied i n th i s tr i a l 'I 

A Yes . 

Dur in.3 Lho cour se of your dut i e s at IP No . 2 

a t Schwo.e b sch Ha ll , d i d you e ver ha ve oc casion t o 

n t erroce t e one Geora; Kotz ur? 

A Yes . 

Q ':Vou l d you rec ognize 0eorc; Kotzur i f ,au v,ere 

to s e a him aga i n? 

A Yes . 

G. Woul d you l ool~ i n tho prisoner ' s dock 0!1 

y --11 r left and see if the Gear,; Kotzur you have 

descrited ls present? 

A Ves , he i• . 
,',bat number is he weorlr\_:? 

A 32 . 

PR"SIDl;NT : 'Num"rer 32 stand up . 

Durln..., the course" or your t '1 t e r t-oca tion , 

did ~TOU ever take a stfltement fro: Geor [:; Kotzur? 

( alowitz - Redirect ) 

, 11 57 

http:Schwo.eb


A I d i d , 

•I n 'Mlat manner was t he stat eme nt ob ta ne d? 

A He was fi r st i nte r rog ated or a l l y a nd sub s e -

quE\iflt l y t he substanc e of h i s remarks were di ctate d 

bac l{ to him by me and t hey we r e wri t t en by him. 

CAPT . BYHH,; : I hand the r epor t e r an 

i n strume n t and a sk t ha t it bo marked P- 8? f or 

identif cation . 

(Wher e upon the docume nt r e f erred to was ma r ke d 

Pro s e cution Exhi bi t No . P - 87 .for i den ti fica t ion by 

the repor t e r . ) 

~UFSTIO S llY PROSECUTIO!' ( Ct,PT BYRN CONTD) 

I h and you an ins t r ume t that has been 

marked Prose c ut i on Exhibit P - 8 7 for i dent ification 

and ask if you can recognize it . 

A Yes . It !s the statement of Georg Ko t zur . 

Q I s the statement signed? 

A It is siened by Geora Kotzur . 

Q Do you know whose han dwr i t i _ng 1t is pr e -

pared n? 

A ! t is in. t he handwritinc of Geore Kot zur . 

Q Is the statoment sworn to? 

Ves . 

~ 1'/ho toolt" the oath? 

A Capte n Shumacl{P.r. 

:ere any force or threats used to secure 

this statement from Georc Kotzur? 

A fo . 

1lere any promises made to him in secur1n,; 

the statement? 

A No , 

(Elowitz - Re direct) 
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125 , 3sp \'/as the statement g iven vo luntarily? 

A It was , 

Was he confronted wi th any witnesses against 

him previous to mak in.:; this statement? 

" -,,... 
Q Do you remember v.ho it was? 

A I believe he was confronted with Hans 

Trettin . 

l'.'l Would you be able to dentify Hans Trettin 

1_f you were to see him a:;o.1n ? 

A es . 

Q \'lou l d you l ook in the prisoner ' s dock on 

yo\.ir lei't end sec if ho s presen t there ? 

A Yes , he s . 

Q. What number 1 s he wear inc ? 

A 69 , 

Q, Was he oonfl'onte<.l with any other witnesses? 

A I don ' t r emember . I d'TI I t t ht nl{ so . 

CAPT , BYRMP : The pr osecution offers in 

evidence Pr osecution ~xhibit P - 87 fo r ident i fication , 

requests that it be admi tted in E'IVidence , attached 

to the record and marked Prosecution Exhibi t P - 87 . 

LT. COL . DWI; 'LI. : Defense objects to the 

evidl:'lnce on the r.-rnunas snrevinusl-v stated. 

PRESID?NT : Objection 1s overruled. The 

exhlbit !'ferer'I by the Pl'O"'P-Cution is awn~ tted in 

evidence and will be l""Brked P-87. 

(Whereupon the document reff?rred to , having been 

previously marked ond id,entified was received in evidence 

as Prosecution E;d11bi t ro . P- 87 and is attached hereto 

and made a u rt of tho recnrd,) 

(Elowitz - Redirect) 
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CAPT . BYR~U:: : Prosecuti on off'ers i n evidence 

a true and correct English trnnslation of Prosecut on 

Exh bit P - 87 , reques ts that t bo a ttached to t he 

rec ord and marked Prosecution Exhibit P - 8 7 - A. 

DEFENSE COUNSJ'L : No ob j ection on behalf of 

the defense . 

PRESIDENT: The e xhibit o ffered by t he 

prosecution wil~ (be admitted i n ev denc e and mar ke d 

P- 87-A. 

(Whe r eupon the document referred to , was received 

in e videnc e as Prosec ution E xh bit Mo . P- 87 - A and 

is attached hereto and made a part of the rec ord . ) 

CAP 1r . '9YRNE : Prosecuti on r equests permiss i on 

t o read Exhibit P - 87 - A. 

PRESlD?N 1f : Granted. 

CAPT . BYR!IE : (Reading ) 

11 I , Geora; KOTZUR , Sturmmann , hav1ng been 
dul y sworn , make the f ol low! statement under 

_o a t h : 

" In De c ember 1944 during the FIFSL offensi ve , 
I was a member of the let Company , ef the 1st 
Panzer Re'-,)iment , LSSAR . I was radi oman in the tanlr 
crew of Ober Rcharfuehrer Val entin 11ERSHT. On 
December 15 , 1944 our company was assembl ed in a 
forest , the exact lol" a t1 nn nf whior I do not know . 
At nightfa ll of the same day Obersturmfuehrer 
VRh'ffS1rn , Company CommEtnder of the l~t Panzer 
Company, assembled the company to del ver a sneech . 
He read this speech to us from a piece cf parer . 
He t o l d u., how 'm ort,mt th!" offensive wo." for 
Ger many , that we mt:st f'i •ht bravely , that we may 
rant no un.rter to th enerw , an1 thAt AS far as 

possib l e no prisoners of' war sho1.11d t--e to.ken. Our 
"ank was to ride at the poir. . .e ~et 1ut wltr 
the Panther t~nl" or tnterstl.:rrafuerrer l=lAfiRENT unt 
shortly afterwards we met _up with 2 other l,'erl{ IV 
tanks . Vie re'ma ined at this place the whole day 
of December 16 . At tw livht on December 1-:0 we 
~ot out a,.i;a:,n nnr1 had sane 'e few kilometers alon,3 
the way, when our tank r an upcm a m~ r.e. n,y the 
evenin-; of December 18 , 1944 our tank had been 
completely r 3pa rod, ond we set ou6 a:;ain . In 
the early aftel'"noon of ::>ecember 20 1944 we arrived 
in WA IB tol"."etli"'r w th the ta."lk of Unterscherfuehrer 
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PFLUEGER , whom we had me t on the· way . In WAID-"E 
Untersturmfuehrer HEUBECK assumed command of the 
tanks of the ls t comµi ny , s nee he was t he rep lace
ment officer of the l s t Panzer Re iment , and had 
coffllll.and of those which laeged behind . In \'/ANNE 
I wns quartered together with my who l e t ank o r ew 
in a house . The tank crew consisted of Unterschar
fuehrer BER S I , Sturmmann RAU, Sturmmann F IGURA , 
Unter s ch arfuehrer WOCR' and myse lf. 

" About midafternoon of De cember 2 1 1944 , Un t eI' 
scharfuehrer BERSIN ca me to our quarters and s a id 
to us t ha t every mAl e civilian was t o be shot and 
ga ve the wh ole crew t he or de r to go out , ffind the 
ma l e civilians , and carry out the or der to shoot . 

th 
:: . fi c i~~:~r;~li:;f~~=:i~~·Rs ; ~o;~rf !~~t c~~e t~e 
house , which ~-s dos gnated by an X on t he at tache d 
sketch . We entered the hou!'le and a man approached 
u s wi th 2 cap s n his hand . He was abou t 40 or 50 
years o l d , BERSIN asked him what kind of ca s he 
had there . F.e rep l i e d t ha t th~y wer e forest 
warden ' s camos and "ERSIN then hit him . BERSIN 
ordered h im 'to corr.a out with us n the street . I 
t old ~ERSIN That the man was too old to be sh ot . 
Be c au se of this R'SRSIN s a id to me : 11 J ust for say
in5 that you shall shc- ot him yourse l f . 11 BERSIN 
wanted me_:ito s hoot the mRn before his eyes . I did 
not want to shoot the man ri ht on the street and 
went with the man down the street towards the church . 
13...,.RSHT went ahead of me . He turned a r ound and 
shouted at me , 11 1 expec t t o hear the shot soon . 11 

When we arrived a t the entrance t o the cemetery , 
9ERSIN went on i n t he direction or the vill ace and 
I led the man lnt o the cemeter y . I fi r ed two sho t 
from my pistol into his back . The ciJJil i an fell 
down with a cry and I assumed that he was dead , 

11 ! went back i n the street . BERSIN was standing 
d_9wn tho street and s houted t o me , 11 this man is to 
be shot too 11 

, and then the man he mentioned came 
up to me . I led th s man to a farm approx' n-A tely 
acr o ss fr om t h e entrance to t he co, e ter:· , and s o t 
h ifTI once in thi bac\r , Fe yel l ed an-i ~ 11 on ht~ 
lmecs and thrf"l\'I '1is f i sts around , I shot e,:A.1.n 1--u 
my p istol had a sto'"'pege . At th:!.s moment Hens 
TR.:.... TTI · of Unterscharfue1 rer FU..... 'F:R 1 s crow arrived 
with his pistol in his hand and I said to him , 11 Finish 
him off , he is tn nAin , 11 ~r.-TT::::• then f{r.:ished him 
,.ff with R shot i.n the nec1 • • .,. W"'nt back to tr"' 
street . '1'9" TT--l fol1owisc1 r,is mt"4 sa~d the man was 
dead . At t'1~.s t1 scriishody sh!'uter'l thnt enemy 
tanks were aprroach 1n ~, and we all went to our tar' s . 

11 All t e shootings which :::: hRve described her 
took place dur 1 n d('l.yli ·ht , Rnd the whole sf.fair 
did not last lon"'er thnn 15 to 30 minutes . r·-.e 
c i v ilians vhom I- shot weri:, unArlT'ed, did not rlef'~nd 
tliemse lv,,,.~ , an~ nt:.de no Pttempt to mcape , As I 
later f ound t;tut , otl- er oivll 1 ens were shot br our 
tank crews -::>r. the sarre da~- . Thnt wo.s th!;' first 
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125 , Ssp human be i ns I shot myself , I c ame to the 1st Pan zPr 
ReGiment in October 1944 , and that was the r rst 
combat unit that I was ass ned to . • 

11 Durinb the time tha t I was a pr soner of war 
in the camp at EBE TSEE n June 1 45 , Unterschar
f uehre r Dan i e l MAIER said to me that !3ERSIN, who 
was then bein.:; con ne d for nterrogati on , wanted 
to spe ak wi t h me . Un t a rsoharruehrer Danie l HAIER 
was t he man who brou~ht him l1 is m,... a ls every dny . 
He mad e t ncissiblP- 'or me to brjhe BERSIN1 s meal 
to him once . I brousht his d ah to him , and he 
said to me on this occas op, 1 Lf you are interro 
:;ated by the Ame ricans , s t ate that our tanlc re 
quir ed 8 days for r epn rs when we r an over the 
mine , and that we s ent 8 days there . 11 I asked 

~~mm:~Yt, t~! ;:Nr~r:p~~lr t~o~~t3 ~:~~;ed~le~=pl ed 
Amer l cans onlv want inform fll tion a'-iout the bumpin.:i; 
off o!.4Amer1cnn prisoners of v;ar . 11 I didn ' t 
answer and stnrtod t o leave . l3~RSIN then add~d , 
" have you understnod? 11 

11 0n t he day thnt t he shoot~ns whlc~, T have 
described in th s confess on too1, p l ace , Unter 
sturmi'uehrer H":'.UBECK had h:l!l: noon meel ln our 
quarters . Dur'nc: the meal ho sent me out to 
fetch Unterscharfuehrer PFLUEGER \'.!hen :i: came 
back f'rom my miss on, I saw the 01 '1 mRn whom I 
lnter shot (as is descr hed ~n m:r ,..nnrest11.on) in 
the yard of his farmstead . I informed Untersturm 
fuehrer H:""UBr.:CK abou t thAt . He ordeT'ed mo toP:ether 
with RAU or FIGURA (I no l on...;e r recall with which 
one it was ) to invest sate , and, if he should 'l-ie 
suspic ous , to shoot him , ~Ve inves t ignted , found 
him in the stable , and noted that he was fair l ,r 
o l d , I came baolc and 1nfornied someone , I do not 
lmow v,hom, that the man was an o l d forest warden , 
but I am qu:l.te c f:' rta n novr that it was Unterstur1r 
fuehrer HEtr-:c~:, w11om inforrred . A moment laterT 

11r.:RSTl-T gave Oh• or'ler t.o tt-e w11ole tn!1k crew to 
hunt un all mal"} c v111ans and to shoot them . 
P."':RST\T. t:"r>n said to me , --" Vou CO"(' witli m1 an,1 
shm, JT'e the old man", mean n · the cne ·vhom T have 
descr~.bed 'n my,.. nfess'"'n AS th"' r • ..... ..,t man to e 
shot. 

11 ! mak~ this conf"'ssiori_. nsistln~ of 9 
oa.:;e s and a sketch , voluntarily , withcut bein,:; 
ttireat~ne'l or r reed or promi ed a rewo.:rd. 

( s ,n,.,d) IJ.eorr"' Y.OTZUR 
31 January 1946 

Sworn to and 1ubscr l_l-ed 
before me t his 31st day 
of Jan 1946 at SCH",'lABI SCli 
HALL, G1'RVANY 

( SihnAd) Raphael SHUl'ACTiT E'{ 
Capt c;:p" 
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(\'!he r e up on the statement was r ead n Ge r man . ) 

DEFENSE COUNSE L: No cross examim tion . 

PRESIDE"l"T : Any ques t ions by the Co t? 

Appar ent l y none . The witness is excused . 

(Whereupon the witness was exc nse d and withdrew . ) 
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CAPT. BYRNE1 The ProHoutlon offer• in H·idenoe two picture affi

daTit1 prepared by Georg Kotr.ur, identifying Hana Trettin and Valentin · 

Berain, and requHta that they be attached to the record H ProHcutlon 

.Exhtbit1 P-87-B and P--87-C, rHpecth-ely. 

LT. Cot. Dlrnrat.L, No objection by th8 Defense, and i t 1a agrHabla 

to the Defenae that th ploture aff'ld&Tlta be not rHd, and the Der.nu 

admita that the pictures •tbched to the affid.aTlta are those of the 

aoouaed Trettin and Beraln. 

PRESIDENT1 There being no objeotlon, the exhibits offered by the 

Proeeoution wi ll be admitted in evidence and will be marked Prouoution 

Exhibits P-87-B and P-87-C• 

(Whereupon t he dooumenta referred to wt1re marked and rece i ved in 

ertdsnoe aa Pl'oseoution Exhibit• P-87-~ and P-87-C, respectively, and are 

11ttaohed hereto and made a part of the record.) 

CAPT. B'IRNE1 Aa its next witneu, the Prouoution reoalla Klaue 

Schneider. 

KLAUS SCHNEIDER, recalled aa a witneu tor the Prosecution , wu 

agaln eworn and testHied further through an interpreter aa follow• 1 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Byrne), • 
Q Will you atate your nmn.e1 

A SchneMer, !Claus. 

Q To whit organiliation did you belong during the Eitel otfenliTe 

in Deoitmber, 1944, and January, 19451 

A First Company. Panur Regtae.nt Ho. 1, Leibatandarte Adolf Bitler . 

Q Who was your company corrman.de r1 

A ht Lt. 11:remaer. 

Q Who wu your platoon leader1 

A 2nd Lt. Hennecke . 

~ Where were you on or about the 21st or December, 1944T 

A Hear WatUle . 
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Q. Were any other •••b•r• or your oomp•n7 there preHntf 

.l. Tea. 

Q. Can you name them.T 

A The crew ot 2nd Lt. Bahrent and the tank ot Sgt. Bera1n. 

Q Would you reoogniu Sgt. Berain if you were to He him again, 

A Yea. 

Q 11'111 you look at the prisoner•' dook on your lstt and He if 

he 1a 'Vlere preaentT 

A Yea. 

Q. What nuab8r h be wea ringT 

A No. l . 

PRESIDENT, No . l . a tand up. ... Sit doW!lo 

Q. Do you know who ,were the member• of Bare in' a orew who were 

the re present at t hat timsf 

A Yes . 

Q Will you name themf 

A Un t eraohartue hrer Berl!ilin , 'Who we.s i n charge; Pfo . Rau wae the 

first gunner J Pfc. Figura 1ts.1 1.uhtant gunner; Sgt. Woch wu tM drinr1 

and Pfc. Kotzur was the radio operator . 

Q Would you recognize Sturmm.ann Kot zur if you were to see him 

ag&inf 

A Y••• 

Q Would you look at the prboner1 1 dock on your left and IH it 

be i9 there prsaentf 

A Yea. 

Q. llbftt numbe r 11 he wearing! 

.l 110. 32. 

Q During the time that you ••re in We.nne, do you recal 1 that Sgt . 

Ber• in ever came to your billet• T 

A Yee. 

Q Did he te. 1k to anyone there T 
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.l Tei. 

Q Who waa it7 

j, He came to our place and called S,;t. Pflueger out in the hall. 

Q Then wh& t happenedT 

A Then Ftlu•g•r came back in and Hid., "Trettin, 00.111e along. We 

will have to go out and •hoot Belgian oiYilh.n1 betwett 1trteen and 1h:'Q' 

years or 9,ge. tt 

Q Would you recognize Trettin if you ••• him again? 

A Yaa. 

Q Will you look et the priaonera 1 dock and aee if he 1a there 

preaentT 

A Yea. 

Q lfhl!lt number is he lfe&ringT 

A I can't aee the number. 

Q You may go up in t he dock to ••• tM numbar . 

A No . 69 . 

FRESIDENTt No . f:$ , atllnd up. -- Sit down. 

Q After the atatement t hat you hfl.ve j uat mentioned Prluea:er 

making. did Trettin and Tiggea eo out or the billet? 

A Yea. 

Q Do you know whare they wen"\? 

A They went toward the church . 

Q Did either or th.am return latert 

A Yea. 

Q About how long were they gone? 

A Wo aore than ten 11.in.ute1 . 

Q Did you hu·e any converHtion wt th tha:n. when they returned T 

A Yu. 

Q What wa11 it? 

A Pflueger told about what had happened in church. 

Q lfhat did he aay about what happened in church? 
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A. He ae.1d that 1Cot1ur had 1hot at a Belgian oi..-Uiu,. and that 

hi• piltol had • I toppap afterward• J that he had then ordered the Mo. 

to •hoot the Belgian 0ivililln1. 

Q Did he aay aeything elHf 

.a.· Yes. B• c racked aome jokH about Trettin bHauae Trettin 

hHitated, 

Q Did he HY what Trettin had huit1ted to doT 

A Yu. He hesitated t o •hoot the Belgian civilian who had bean 

wounded. 

Q Were you able to hHr what Berain and Pflueger aaid prior to 

the tim" that Trettin and Ti.ggH lef t your billet! 

A No . 

Q Did you ever tal k to Berain atter thia incident? 

A Yes. 

Q Where "Was that? 

A In Zuffenhauaen. 

Q What were you doing in Zuffenhauun? 

A We had been in Zuftenhausttn for tour weeks already when Berain 

arrived from Dachau, so I asked him what the !"es.son for his confinement 

i n D&ohau h ad been and aaked whether he had been there .for the matter of 

the cro•ar oads near Enge l adorr or beoauae or Wanna , and, in the preaenoe 

of Trettin~ he then told me that in case I wH interrogated I ahouldn1 t 

aay anyth ing about Wanne beoauae the Amer i cana apparently didn 1 t know any

thing about tha.t yet . 

Q Do you remember when thta conver u.tion with Be r•in took placet 

A It wu about a week before I left Zuft11nhauaen, 11nd I left 

Zu.tfenhauaen on December 7. 

Q December 7 or ll'hat yeart 

A Lut year -- 1945 . 

Q Did you talk to any of the o·the r men you have identified here 

lfhile you lfere at Zu.tfenhauunt 

A Yu . 

11£,7 



Q Which of themt 

A Kot1Ul'". 

Q 

A. 

What converaition d i d you have with Kotzurt 

Kotzur tg)d the aama story whth I •mentioned before -- that 

there wH • atoppage ht hi• p i atol, and that theroupon Pflueger had 

iuued the order to Tret tia. 

Q Did you .-v·er talk to Trettin while you were in Zutftinhauun t 

A Yee. 

Q Will you deacribe the conversation thRt you had with him with 

relation t o this incident . 

A lie ta.lked the whole matter that had occur r ed over, and Trettin 

also u i d the,t he shot fatally t i\e Belgian c ivilian "flhom Kotzur bed shot 

•t. 
Q Did hei state whor e this had ocourrodf 

FROSECUTI0N: If the Court pleaae , have the wi tne1111 r epeat what he 

eaid about the shooting again, be cause there seems to be some dis cussion 

about the co r r eotne s s of t he tnnsl stl on . 

A Bersin came t o our plaoe -- to our quarters -- and he cf\lled 

Pfleuge r out in the hdl --

PROSECUTION : I f t he Court ple u e ~ we don • t 1rant him to r epeat t he 

whol e tt.ing, but t he matter of the s toppage of t he pis to l -- tho " shoot

ing at, " is what the queation seems to be, We want him to r epeat that 

particular part there ao it can be tnnahted again . The question seema 

to be whether , in the first place , the individual wu !!hot at, or whether 

he we.a shot at And hit, if 1 get the matter here , MS¥ we have permiaaion 

to ree.sk that queationt 

PRESIDEJiT1 Yea, A•k the que11ti.on. 

PROSECUTI0N1 When Kot1ur uid thflt he shot, did he shoot at and 

hit., or did he just ahoot at the Belgisn civilian? . 
A To my knowledge ho hit him. 

CAPI', BYRNE1 Will the reporter pleue read the last an,iwe r , 

(Whereupon the report9r read the lut WUlll'er.) 
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Q Did be doeoribe the plaoe •here he did thla •hooting? 

A I cer:i. 1 t remember that exactly. To~ knowledge, it na either 

in the cemetery or the doorway to the church , or in church. 

Q Did you ever aee any bodiea of ch1.liana who had been killed 

in lfanneT 

A Ro. - ,.. 
Q You hafl!I prn1ou1·ly testified that Trettin and Tigges were 

gone tor about ten minutes and theD returned to the billets. Ia that 

correct? 

A Yl'la. 

Q Did your unit continue to remain in Wanne f or any length of 

time thereefterT 

A Yea , until the day after Chri1t:nu. 

CA.PT. BYRNE: You mRY examine . 

RECROSS EXAlffNATIOH 

Ql)J:STIONS BY DEFENSE (Lt . Wahler), 

Q All thftt you know about tho shooting 1a what you hari heard. 

Ia that correct? 

A Yea : 

Q You didn't see any actual •hooting•. Ia that right ? 

A No . 

Q You aaw no bodies in Wanne T 

A No . 

LT. WAHLER: That b all. 

DEFEHSE; No fvrther croaa examination. 

CAP!". BYRBEi No redirect. 

PR&SIDENT i J.ny question• by the CourtT 

Apparently none. The witneu ia excuaed . 

(Whereupon the witneu ~aa excu1ed &.nd withd re,,,.) 

IA.Pl'. B'YRNE 1 The Proaeoution reoalla Mr. Elowitr.. 

IDRRIS ELC1'1I.TZ, recalled H a wi tneu for the Proaeoution. tHtifi~ 

further through an interpreter u tollowa, 
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RBDIRBCT BJW!INATIOI! (Continued) 

QUESTIONS BY PR<i!ECUTION (Capt, Byn,o) 1 

" CA.PT. BYRNE1 The 11itneH 1• reminded that he le atill under oath . 

'4 lfill you •t•te you..r bame . 

A. Morris <Elowib. 

Q Are you the a&me Morris Elowitz 1'bo hu previously tutified 

in thi• trial? 

A. Yee. 

Q During the couree or )'\)Ur dutiee u interrogator at IP N-'• 2 

at Sohwe.ebiseh Ball, Germany, did you over interrogate one Hana Tr ettin! 

A Yea. 

Q During the course of tha t interrogst ion• did he ever make a 

ataternent to you? 

A. Ye• , he did. 

Q lfould you recognize thet Hane Trettin if you were t o He him 

again? 

A Yea. 

Q Will you }.ook a t the pr ilonera' dock on your l eft and aee if 

he is there present? 

A He ta. 

Q What number 1a ho l"learing ? 

A No , fl, , 

OAP!'. BYRNE1 The Prosecution ha.nda the reporter an in1trU111ent and 

request• that it be marked ProHoution Exhibit No . P- 88 for Identification. 

(Whereupon the document referred to •n marked Proaeoution Exhibit 

No. P-88 tor Idantificat1on by the reporter.) 

CAPT. BYRNE1 I hand tht witneu Prosecution Exhibit No. P--86 for 

Identification and uk it he know• what it i• . 

A Y&a . It 1a the etatement of Hana Trettin. 

~ In whose handwriting h the atatementt 

A It ia in the handwrJting ot Hana Trettin. 
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Q "}'.~ aigned itt 

.I. Hana Trettln. • 
Q I• the statement sworn '\of 

.l. It h. 

Q Wl\o took the oath t 

A Major Fanton. 

Q Wao thllt 1tatem.ent r;iv•n votuntarUyt 

A Yea . 

Q Were aby thret1ta or prcmi.i aea mndo to aeoure the atatementt 

A No. 

Q Waa any oruel or inhwnan tre..tment u..d to obtain that atate-

ment t 

A No . 

Q Were any threat• or promiaea madet 

.l No . 

CAPT. BYR.U:1 The Proaecution o£fera in evidenc.e Proeeoution Exhibit 

No. P-88 for Identifi cation and nqueata that it be atte.ohed to the r e 

cord and marked Proaeouti on ExMbit '!io. p...as . 

LT. COL. DWINELL1 The Dafenae objeota to the evidence on the 

gr ound s previously •t..ted. 

mEBIDENTt The ob jaotion 1a overruled. The exhibit off'et-ed by the 

Prosecution 1s admitted into evidence and will be marked Proaeouti'on 

Exhibit No. P-88. 

(Whereupon the doo~ent referred to , having been previousl y marked 

alld identified , wu received in evidence u Proaeoution Exhi.bit No. P--88 

and 1a Attached hereto and m1de a part of the ncord.) 

Cl.FT. BlRNE1 Th• ProHoution offer• in evidence a true and correot 

Engliah tranllation of Prosecution Exhibit No. P-88, and reques ts tha t it 

be attached to the record and marked Prosecution Exhibit No . P-88-A. 

DEFENSE, On behalf of the Defenu, t he re 1a no objection . 

ffi&SIDEHI: There being no ob jection, the exhib it oi'fered by th• 
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Prosecution ia e.dJrdtted into eTI.dence and will be marked Proaecut'l.on 

b:hibi t No. P-68•J.. 

(Whe reupon the document referred t o waa aarlred and reoehed i n n1.

denoe u ProHoution Hxhibit No . P-88•A and ta attached hereto and made 

a part of the record.) 

CAPT. BYRNE I The Proaecution requeata penniuion to r ead 'Exhibita 

P-68 •nd P-88-A. 

PRESIDDT1 Granted. 

(Whereupon Proseoution Exhibit No. P--88-A waa read to the Court, aa 

fo llow• 1) 

"I, HANS TRETTIN, Stunmnann, having been aworn in, make 
the following statement unde r oath1 

"In Deoomber 1944 I •aa a membe1· of company l, Panzer 
Regiment l, I.SSAB and we.a auigned to the tank of Unter
achuf'uehrer PJ'LUEGER ae l oader, Uy tank did not reach the 
tirat company during the EIFEL offenahe in December 1944 
because •e had motor trouble end did not come to the a.eae.mbl y 
plece . 

'twe drove i n the di rection of the fr ont in the hope of 
catching up with tho firat company, and arrived in the vil -

!~!eo;;"W~h~nt~~e:::rt~! , ~~44~f·~:~~.::~~f'ue!~.!h!;R:~ 
were also i n WANNE. Both orewa were placed unde r Unteretunn
fuehrer HEUBECK , who , aa replaoemnt officer of the first 
regiment, exerciaed command over atragglere. 

- "About one or two houra after our crew had been quar
t ered Unters charfuehrer VALEHTI.N BERSJN oame to us in our 
quarters and spoke with Untereoharfuehrer PFLUEGER. and aaid 
t he f ollolrlng , that Unter1 tu rml'l.iehrer HEUBECK had f ound p art• 
Of German uniforms i n a cl ou t , •nd that therefore he had 
u nt hbn he r e t o get the lo•der and gunner to t ake hi& along 
to roond up all male Belgian civi lians of 16 and oyer, and 
to shoot theo. Untereohart\J.ehrer BERSIN tb.en l eft with 
Uhterechar fueh r er TIGGES , -.rho wee a member of acy tank crew . 
Ubteraeharf1.1ehrer TIGGES aalced me to retch the machine pis
tol from t he tank fo r h im . I r etched the machine p h to l t o 
bring it to Unterecherfu.ehrer TIGGES. At a point on the 
atreet opposite the entrance to the churchyard I u.w Sturm
mann KOTZUR of BERSil'P s crew with a cirllian, and Sturmmann 
KOTZUR had a piatol in hh hand, Unteracharfuehrar BERSIN 
and Unterachartuehrar TIGGES were not far from thi1 point , 
and I huilened to catch up with them to give t he machine 
piatol to Unterschart uehrer TIGGES , I then iiave the machine 
pistol to Unte r aohar f uehr er TIGGES , and wantad to go on with 
them, but Upteracha r fuehrer BERSIN aaid to ma, 'You go up to 
KOTZUR and ahoot the oivilbn . I ahall send other civilian• , 
you shoot them too.' 1 came back to KOTZUR , who at thia time 
waa standing na.r t he buahaa 11'ith the civilian, at the ume 
pl aee where ha had Deen when I pUHd him. JCOTZUR tried hia 
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piltol, •• it wu j.,...d, and add to .., •Shoot the man, 
~ piltol ii jUllled.' I 0ame up to within 2 or 3 ..ten 
ot the aan and 1hot him in the neolc. The ••n tell to the 
ground and I •hot him again in the hud . H• lay ,till , and 
appeared dead . 

"I wemt ba.ok into the ,treat and 11.w unteraoharfuehrer 
BERSIN going into a bow; e about 5() metar1 away. A rn min
utes later I ••• a man oome out of the same houae and come 
in my direction. I led thil oi'ri.Uan to the aame phoe noar 
the bushes and 1hot him i'n the neck. Then he r .ell to the 
ground and still mond. I then •hot him again, in the head. 
After that he was quiet , and I could ha·.-e Hen it ainco the 
b~he1 were only 2 metars from the 1treet. When the laj;ter 
civilian ca.me up the a tree-t, I u.id tc, KOTZUR, ' You ahoot 
the second one. I shot the fj_rat one and do not want to do 
this I.lone.• KOTZUR then eaid, 1 ~ pistol h not •orking 
yet, you shoot him, 1 therefor e I shot the second civilian. 

"At t.hst moment wo heard shout i ng that 1 Shermans 1 wera 
coming and everybody went to thd r tanks. Thia we.a the fir st 
engagement that I t ook par t in. I wu afraid . I did not 
want to shoot any ci vi lians but we.a f or ced t o do thtlt by my 
superiors. 

"I make this confeesion , cons is ting of 4 pages and one 
ske tch voluntarily, without being threatened , fo r ced , or 
promised a rewe,rd. 

HAIIS TRETTIN 
Jan,... ry } l, 194!> , 

"Sworn to and subscribed bef ore me this 31st da y of 
J anuary 1946, a t SCHWAJo~BIS CH liALf, , GERMANY. ' 

DWIGHT F, FANTO!l 
?lajor AUC 
Inveetigator -Examiner, 
War Crimes B1·nnch USFET" 

(Whereupon Proaecut i on Exhibit No . P--88 wu r ead i n Gennan by t he 

interpr eter . ) 

PRF.SIDEUT t Court will receea W1.til 1330 hours . 

(ffhareupon the Court recessed a,; 1200 hours . ) 
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1 l'OON SE.33I ON ' 

( :'ihereupo1i tJ;e Court reconvened a t 1330 hours 3 J une 1946. ) 

RES!DCJJT: The Ci::iurt will come to or der. 

• SEC UTIO:J : Ir the Court pl e a. se , l et t he" recor d sh ow thut a.11 

member s of t he Cbu:r.·t ; S:11 n:erubers · of the rosecutlon ; all members of t he 

De.fense, wit h the exce t ion of t:r . 'i'llil.lter a , 1 ·t . St r ong , Dr . Ini l iJ1t' , a.nd 

Dr . Pfis t er, who a.re absent on business .for t he Def ense ; all o f t he de

fencbnt s , a.nd the Reporter a r e prescint . 

I f t he Court pl eus e , WO have an int orpret or to be swor n . 

(\"lhereupon ,;1:il..I.1.. L . WLTE Wl.B swor n as i nt er~:retor . ) 

C TAI!J ff J'E: Th~ r.rosecut ion hands the r erorter t v10 pi cture 

aff lda.vitll exe cut ed by "-!::.ns Trettin , ide.ntifyinr Valentin Eer s i n ·;.nd 

l"'eorc l'ot zur, respectively , wid re-1uests thr.t tl,ey be marked T"' roeecut ion 1 s 

3 .nlibits • - S?- 3 und r - C8--. , respectively , f or i dentif i cat i on. 

(Vfhereupon t he document 3 referred t o were mar ked Prooecut ion •s 

Exhibi t s r- 'P- B anrl. ,..,-l3e-c f or :i ~on iticut ion , by t he roporte r . ) 

CtL T.Uti B'.:.'R!:E: The Prosecut ion or t ors in e vidence t Ho pi e 

aftidavi s executed b,:r Han s Tret t:Ln , id fyinr Valent i n ?ier sin and 

Georg Kot zur , re~ectively , and r e µ~sh t b .'t they be a ttached t o t tie 

recor :i L. nd 1.Arl.'ld ir ecut ior, 1 1, Z...:hibit s , - 88-- .. ud - :J'" -C , re~, ,-.c tive-

::J::'.:~. -:i; : On ..Jel.:.;.lf oft! Defensi, t.'.f!':"e ~ no ob,j 0 ct: ..m to 

the !nt rod,1ct ion o:.· th~ .,ict n re .:.t "id,v~ta, nor neceuit.1 for "'::.d· .,~ 

.-J t+. 

the cc sad, •rsi n 11d -"l"zi..r . 

'"":l'S.Jiw. .. T: "'' ,e re bP .. 11,! r10 objr ot ior , the exhibitl::I offered by 

the Frosecut ion a re ad.J. tted int o evidence CIJ"lcl rill le marked - r..:isecution 1 s 

'Zxhibits •·os , I - SC- r and F-8-:!e, r ef: ec t.ive l., , 

( WLereupon the docw.JSnts referred to , h:avinc bcM prevloesl,y 

J,illrked d identified, wer e received in ev.:.der.ce &.s ~ rosecution' s E.xhibit .s 

1174 
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P- r _9 and ~ j a re attached t o bhe record a ru de a pa.rt hereof.) 

lXJ!mIS ELO' {ITZ, ci4led a s a witness foi· t he pros ecution , resUJD3d 

t he s tand and test.Lied further through en interpre t or, as follows : 

DIREX:T E.'C,\:'II Tl:ON 

QUESTictrS BY Pl<OSllCUTION (C " T IN BYRHE) 

C The witness i s r eminded that he is still under 03th . 

A Yes , sir. 

Q Ur . Elowitz , during your intorrognt ion of suspects at Schwabisch 

Hall , Germany, did you have occasi on to interrogate one Valentin Ber sin? 

Q Duri~ the course of that interrogation , did Berdn ual<e a 

stateroont? 

Yes , he did . 

,Q Would you recogni:..e the person Ber ain if :,ou were t.o see him 

again? 

Yes . 

C Nill you l ook at t ha pdso11,1x•s ' dock ou your left and see if 

that man is there present? 

A Yes . He i s wearing No . l . 

CAPTAIN BYRNE: The Prosecution hanae the reporter an instrument 

and r equHts that i t oe mar.k:ff Prosecution I s Exhibit P-89 for idea.tification. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution • e Ex

hibit P-89 for identification, by the reporter.) 

Q I hand you Prosecution ' s Exhibit P-89 J and a:;ik you if you recog-

nb it? 

A Yes , it iB the stat&Uent of Bersin. 

Q Is it a handvrri tten Btater..ent? • 
A Ye s. 

-~ 
1!hose hdrldwritina: is it in? 

Valentin Bersin. 

Q Is the statem:mt dcned? 

e
(Elowit~ -/Direct) 1115 
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A Yes . 

Q \'1hose signatute is it? 

Ber s i n . 

Q \la s t he state1rent ewor n to? 

Yes. 

Q Who administered the oath? 

A Captain ShW!l.'lcker . 

Q Were any threats or promises used in socuring this statel!1ent 

A No . 

nas any harsh or w1usual treat ment used to oecure this et&te-

No , 

i,. How was tho stat ement prepared 

rain and I first talked about t.he 1,atters orally and then I 

dictated the substance of his statements to h:i..m and he wrot e them down . 

CAPT L\J' IrQ.,!E : The ?rosecution offers in evidence Prosecu

tj on I B Exhibit :'-S9 for idontlfication , i·oquoota thu.t it be attached to 

tho record ...nd marked r rosecut i on I o Exhibit f-89 . 

LT. '"'OL . D, !.'.;Zl: The Defense objects to tlie evidence 011 tr,e 

~round::1 previously .s.tated. 

1. 'S5IDZ..iT: Objection over ruled. The Exl.1i...,it offered b~ the 

!'rosecution v:il.1 ~ ad.rJ.i.ttetl iii cvider1ce ..,,,-1 • arked Zxhllit r - ':9 . 

l '.hereu~,on ti, d.:ictL.,,-nt r .. ferred to ... ave l:.....v: n. pr-evio..:.sl; 

been ..;.:i.rb '1 ..:.nC. id .•11t_fied ,.~.; raceiv d in cviC:dnce ..i.3 .'rosecution •e 

....x.hihlt - '9, : t'ie ..,.,._ is.tt-..ched er+.., , -Ce a rt or,., 

C.i.. TaL. -::._-r.,E: "'1-ie i. 1•0-,ecutio11 o:fers ...n •1 dance u tr,,e .!..'ld 

correct Enrclish tr_1 -1.dtlon or l'rosecuUon ' s i:xl1i. 1t • -?9, t·e1.~uesta .it. 
e a±..itt111d in evideace , att.;..c!ied to tl recor,1 '11 r.:arl:ed .. - "9- .. • 

(1Vhereu.1on th'-l dccwir;::.t r<JfarreC t.o :i.bove -· marked Pro e-

1..:-1 Hz -/n.:.rect) 
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~ FENS'E: !fo object ion on behlllf of the Defens: , 

nSIDE!iT: There beinc no objec t ion, the exhibi t off ered b., the 

rosecubion ie o.d!!dtted into evidence ~nd marked rroaecut ion • s Exhibit e_,-, , 

(;1hel'\111Pon t he docwu.e~ roferr:ed to , h!.!.vi ng been previollfll.}' mark

ed -..nd h \entif i e W3 s received in 'evidence c.s rrose6ution 1s Exhibit F- S9- AJ 

nttached to t h e record ar.d me.de a purt hereof . ) 

C, nT I ll BYH.!JE : The roaecut Lon r oquea t s per11isdon t o rend 

Prosecut ion ' s Exhibi t s .- -89 ~nd .. 9- Jl . 

r~1SIDEI "!': All right , 

("'tr.creupon .1. rosocut ion •s ...._,xhihU :' - C9 - A ~s read [..S follows : 

"! , Valentin ~ 1SI:!, Ubo. sct1ar!'uehror , 1:...vln.., been duly 
swoz:n , .lke t~c f·Jl101vin.3 ~t ate ent und •r o-"t h : 

'1I n Deceuber 194.4 , durit\._ t 11e :CJ.'"':t offeti ,lve I was Tanlc 
Comi .....nder ~n U:e 2nd ;. Lit . ,on , J.st Co1,:~,an... , 1st . a.nzer ::er i -
fcnt, l . ,;..,~ . ;,, • .I , ..t t: ·1 t t i 1e • rc1r1l. w:'.l.o t 1nli .::-~ ...1.rf1..ehror . 
v· r l ·1t o( t1 l __for, __ tfer c' arf uei rer ,.,., -:Li..'1', .... · • So. _-ar.y 
;c, ...i.r1df:lr s Uber-... tut-mf ..u•' r ;·- - _;:; • 

'
11.,n a da.te .vHch I bel -t11vo v,as t he 1/th or 20tl Dece, 1 er 

1944J I ·1·EHi in -. .1-U:.i.-m:, 3el;;iumJ t oLct..b!lr ;ith t wo ot her t o.nks 
of my ~o~ -a.ny . The ot her t unk co, :n:9.nder e 1-1e r e Ust f E'EL'~":;i 
and Usc l:.a . :1FLUEGER. Tat l!E:.J~ ,: Ha.s t he ca.1~wndcr o;' t he 
three ,tq11ks of the 1 ." t ·Com;~·an; ,,1-"4ch were in '.!i.i.ilt:i:J: . 

111 t 1can onl~r rPca.11 t he n .ll tes of cre·.:s of Us cha 
.1. FLliE~ 1s t,an!r ...nd t' 6se of 1.~ o~m hnk , whicl1 were at that 
tlr.ie 1n .....:~-!E wit h e . ., 0,.11 crew consis t ed of 1iysel f us 
T...i.n'.( Co mder, Strn ,. ni "'AT.T :zy curu1~r , Jtr,1 r -,.. ru•. y .,sst,fl 

0 ,.mner , t..;ch!l. 1-utlolf .,vr· ·\. drivcr J nd 3cl-.uc t :::~ f'Q":!:">., the 
raclio- oper,. t ~~r . 

1.n ''!°.'i<:!r t \.. ::_-., or .~-1- i.. - CM\ r 1,1..4 , ~n t "I I'• r-
.. JO .,_t ""' ., -1 ' "' 1 .-, C • ~ _, ~..... +C ~•- ~ " 8 1 

where " s .., r+:;.,.., i . ' '"f ·-; .. _, • ·, P ti .,rd~r 1'' 

t t n f'"·· "'c' ere, ~a o d ·:ii ~11 ... lr. ci·,~ 1.• 

"ovt~r l( ".ars or a ..,.., .. r hle o beJ.r r , d ve 
1lf:: sl- ,t . lfter tl, +: l _ s i-,,er br,e, .,1 u .1.·e, or~ t the 

execut ion o f t,\"'" o!'der . 1
' I re1.li"'d, i.r.tl".lr-tur1 f1ehrer, I 

11 1t t ~:e t L~ rr.s.,onsitilitj for t hi s . 11 ' ' '! erc-1 )0 L'stf 
::1 1~~ s.?.id 11 'l'his 1 s ·\l or-ier -.,,:1 :: t ake t ' res:-:insibi l i t y , n 

I turned I o crew 1-n,., f> aid that onlJ' & ro ...r .~re t o 
co..-.e along because Sl:'V':lr 1 ;rantPri tr cf"; ~. ..ltho- ~1- ... didn't 
tpt1cl!'icall... i..··e t h" or1er to .. lon .. "' "'':.r --,-~, .,,, _:·,d 
...tr r:::r;un.., the.,e t"l'ro .er v~re "''1e v '.o e ~· i tl Me , 

\e 
(Z!c,Tlt ... ../rir'le t) 
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...·e all went together to Uaoha FLUF'./1ER. 1S quurters and I 
ea.id to hir.l that on order of Uetr ICUJSCi~ t wo men of eac 
crow should come alon.; to roW1d up a rd to have shot , all 
male ci vilians over 16 years or age t1ho \',1're able to bear 
a r ms , Uscha rttJE:BR appointed 1•10 men but I didn ' t know 
their nan~s o.t t hat time beca.u~e wns only five or s ix 
days in the compo.fiy . ~.e st .1rted off and .:..trm KOZ~ said 
11Coroo with nc , I know a house whe r e t.hero i.s u civi lia n , 11 

KO'...IJR l e d us to the house, t he exact location of which I 
don I t know but I believe it \'1as a t a n open square in the 
vill age . I know t here were tieveral hou:ies 1n tbe vicinity. 
,;o ull went into the house w-id im.1ide there ti.as a Re i an 
mru, , who was about 50 yea.rs old. T110 soldier::; who were with 
me , whose names are unknown to me , took the man and led him 
out of the house , I dian 't r ive onder to shoot t he Bele;ian 
civilian .:.md I didn rt know n t that tirni:, 1,hat tho soldier s 
did with him, Then a f ow sol diers ra.n t o another house 
which wno a bou t 100 me t er s away end I went after t hem t o find 
out. 1·1Mt ,·,'3.a happon!n£ t here . 13y th!3 til;ie r so t to the house 
I saw two 1:1oldiers of my our, l e.:i.ding a "3l gian 1!1.al e civil
i an 1Jy the ar ms out of thP house .:ind tal{ine; him away . I don ' t 
know the names of t hese t wo sol diers ond a t tha t time l 
didn 1t kna.·r what was goine; to hap· en to him, l lmow that I 
didn ' t give t he order to shoo~ hir.l , Ri gh t after t hat a r .es
aenger crune and r eported t hat enemy t onks ho.d br oken t hrough 
and l gave the orc!er t o go :,ack to our tanks . Lat er as we 
wcro s itting a r ound our tan!cs l hear d a s s ever'li soldier s 
r olated t hat two BeJ.ciw, mal e civillans/h-4d been shot , I 
don 't know t he ~s of the men who spoke a bout that . 

11 That saroo evening l searched for Ustt HEUBECK and 
i'ounu. him in ono of tho streeh, tho exilct l ocation I can •t 
recall any longer. I reported t o him 110 r der exeeuted'j tqe 
Belgian civllians ho.ve been sho1., . 11 Ustf HEUBECK answered 
11Al.l right. 11 

"I reporteu t.his to Ua t.1' HEUJECK becaUBe l had heard.<. the German sol diers talk about the t act the.t two Belgl..an 
male ci vilians had been shot as l described above . 

11 1 myael f didn't know al'}Jthing about the shoot ings be
cause I personally had not seen it J nor did I gi ve the order 
for it. 

11! rr.ake this; state.uent col).sisting of s ix p.1gee vol tar
il,y J wittiout. force , threats , i::ir pro,uises of r eHa rd . 

111 swear before GoJ that thP f acts in t;1i= state.:~ent are 
trut" wid I wr, prcl)<ired to r.1pt:at t.heu. before ""r." court . 

· 11 (~,i ·ried) V&..1.eHtil1 ,..--:- :n· 
30 rch 1946 , ,. 

•sworn to .J.nd. .st:.bscribed l>efore ;ae t, is 
JOt:1 day o! ..:arch 1946J at Zchwabisch Ho.ll, 
r..cr . 

't lLIBL !.i.ilfh.1 iil::t , 
C£".pt . C;'P . 11 

.,,_ 
(Elowito - ,Direct) 

1119' 



• 
u121· 
3-1.Dll- l 

(rfuer~upon rosecution 1a Exhibit -89- was read in 

t he German l.anguace . ) 

C. T ! BYRJ'.E , The r-rooecution offers in evidence two 

photoaraph affidavits of Valentin Berain identifie d b,t Hans Kotzur 

and Georg Trettin respe ctively , requeah that they be attached to 

the record und murkeaP89- B a.ndr-89-C ree actively . 

('.!hereupon tho docunients referred to ubove were marked 

rosecution 1a E..ichibits P-89-13 ..md - 89-U respectively. ) 

DZFIWSE : I I behalf of •,he defens e t here is no ob j ect ion 

t o the pictu afflda.vits , nor ne ce ooit., for r ea.din~ tLe s rur_e ; and 

it i a f urther stipul a t od t hc.t th picture phot ogre,:-,hs e.re t l".ose of 

the .iccused I:ot zur arrl Tr ettin . 

r:s.;:ryz.rT: TThere being no objection, !"ro secut lon 1 s Ex

hibit s P-89-B W'l.d :'- 9-S are ud it t ad i nt o evidence , r::.tr~,ed F~ 9- .., !illd 

I - t 9-C res1,ectively. 

c.i:T,UU Bl-:-'..IE: ~'ou u: ...y cr oss examine . 

OOFE•.~ : The Defonse does not wish to cro so exa.ridne t he wit

nas ::J at t hi s time . 

P:IB..;IDEI!T: .\n.,· 1uections by the Court"? Thers beinl'! none , 

the v,itness i .,. excused, 

(Whereupon the td ness tKlB ~xcu.'led and r esu.re ~.is seat , ) 

C~i.. T.-1.!..! .... =-:.::::. : ':'te Pro e ·ut..:..nr, Ci..llS ... s ""•:iti1,..ss '.r"• , ...!l .ie 

...e:ie e:n:-<Ju;..10 • 

l':uJ.l · l;.' ... t ness r l .. _se 

( He ..r ,:>ulle - 1" '"Bet) 

http:r:s.;:ryz.rT
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Housevt:i. fe . 

Where do you Uvo? 

At :;1nne . 

I n what oount r ,t is '':'anne loca ed? 

Bcl g i urn. 

t... Did you l i ve o.t ilanno , .Bel gilim, on the 20th day of December 191..4? 

Yee . 

Q !,111at t r oops occupi ed hi" Ylll arP of ·rr...nne on the 20t h of De-

ced·or 1944? 

Do ,, ou reuember · !ien .. he '::er· mi t roops i.,..t.t c.: c t o r:'":inne? 

I!'.'i'Er' 3T03. : T'.1c , itnesD does uot see, .. to under-

1'.:lt and the <"']ue s t ion . 

PR'S.SIDE' T: Interpret juot what ehe aa.ys , 

The vilL_ e of ,,ci.:llle , 

"'he vilLce of ·1:lllne? 

Yes . 

Q. Do yc.u rei, emb<" \1hen t he Gerullll1 t r,)ops f'irot ca.no to ,JJ.r.ne'i' 

On the ltt h . 

On the 20t h ,f nedei:,ber 1944 d an,1 ,..re r 1;1;:'J"\ soldiers co,-:.e to 

your hoi,;e? 

Yes , 

"';'1, _ .._:t' · .mu e.l _ ."'I• h n .. 1 • c .tJ to _01.r 1·,c.me'.' 

.. ~. 

Yes . 

ened·. 

They ohot civ: li ns . 

;ere tho .ivilians shot in .;(Our :1orre·, 

,.o . 

""" t did h . en .,o r • "1.1 

("BT ull - J.ire .. 1180 
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bout what t in:e of da did t his hapren? 

Be t we en f our and rive o1 olock . 

" 
HQW many ,Ger m:lfl sol diers co.rm, t o your home?-. 

A Two . · 

Jus t bef ore the soldiers ca.me t o your horue ho.d your husband 

been wit h you? 

Yes . 

:n1ere had you been? 

I n t.he cellar , 

T'fhy ·,ver e ou in t he cellRr? 

Thore aen 't any ,.,o'!"e roo.n i n the hou3c . The house •1.11 s 

f ull , 

( ,.el£J.·:)u.1le - Direct ) 
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Q were you ·at.Ul. 1n the oellar wtwi the two Oermn 

aoldier• O&Jlllt ie toe houef 

A I ,.. 1n the oeilar, but IV' hU11band waa not. 

Q Where wu 70ur huabondT 

A on the top of th• 1ta1r1. 

Q 1IU ho careying anything '111th ha? 

Q What was :IU 

A Two oaps. 

Q, llhat kind or capo lf8re thq? 

A They were caps as worn by foresters. 

Q Where had he brought those oRps troaf 

A From the o ellar• 

Q Do you kn,w why he was bringing them from the cell&r? 

A To hang them up on the hatrack. 

Q Befo re these t wo German soldiers you have mentioned 

came to your home had there been &IQ" Oerun soldiers 1n your 

ho• on that • .._ dll71 

A Yea, there ware aome in the hou88• 

Q, Had any ot the• been in any- of the other OOmel!I 1n your 

v ill.&gef 

A Yes• 

Q Do you know lt'hether or not any- ot them. talked to your 

h1111band? 

A No. 

Q Uter the ho Oerlll8Il soldier• •t your husband at the 

top ot the ataire., do you know where they went? 

A Yes, they' left tne houaw. 

•
Q Did you eee where theywmt? 

A res, tttey wmt towards the churoh. 

Q Could you a ee them &!ter thq were out~ide the hotlle? 

1182 
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Q 

J. 

Q 

... 
Q 

... 
Q 

... 
Q 

,.. 

Q 

hiabo~ 

J. 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

QUESTIDNS 

Q 

• 
IIDw tar could you ••• them got 

About SO ater•• 

JIAve you seen your hu.tband ainoe tba t tilaT 

Jo • 

l)o ;you know ,mat bapponed to your b111band? 

llhat wua itT 

He•• ahot• 

How do you know he "88 shot, Kre. Hel'lroulle? 

I heard the shot.a and ., huabo.nd. did not return. 

Cid llll¥0ne from wanna ever tell you they had seen 

lfho WU that? 

His secretary-. 

Do you know his nama7 

What is i t? 

l!dmund ,ngolbert. 

Did le tell you where he had aeen your husband• s bod;r? 

Whs re wa!! th&t 7 

Dl f. ront rl. the church. 

<aPTAIR BIRNEa You may- croes me.amine. 

CJIOSS Ellillll.l.Tll'.11 

BY DEF1!11SE (Or, HortloDrn) t 

Did ,-ou see those caps Wlich your husband was carrying 

1n his mnd? 

118.3 
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1126 ~ Did theee oap1 have a 1tifi billf 
C-3-J 

4 Ye.. • 
Q Wlle t here an:r inaignia on t h:>ae oape7 

Q Wlat wu the oolor ot thoae oapef 

Q You have stated t hat you lfl8 r e in the oell&r and tha t 

the whole hous e was f ull. Wh:lt waa the house tull ot? 

A It was full of German sol dier s. 

Q You stated t hl t your husband got those caps ft-om the 

cellar and 1'8Jlted to hang t hem up. Where did he want to hang 

the• up? 

4 On t he hat • tand. 

Q Wey' wu, i t that your huaband wanted to take those 

cape .from the cellar and hang them on the hat s tand? 

A So that he ww ld not sae:n to be hiding tll:lm. 

Q was tre re any shooting in tho village of Wanna 

be.fore the soldiers arrived? 

A No, not t hat I r emamber• 

Q, WUn 1t t here any firing over the tolll of 'Wanna? 

A I oould.n • t , say. I l ort. 

REDIRECT !!lillINATION 

QUE&TIONS BY R>S!:CUTI09 (C&ptoin JIYrno) I 

Q Kra . Hamroulle, how old was your hW!lb&nd at the time 

this happened? 

A He waa 5'9 yeare old. 

CAPTAlN BIRKE1 No further quastion&. 

DEFENS.ci:1 Nothi.,~ f\irther. • 
PRESIDENT I The 1dtnees 1e exoUBed. 

(Whel"eupon tho w!.toees was excu3ed and n thdrew) 

Hemroulle - Redirect 1184 



CAP!J.ll BYP.BB1 Pro1eoution oal111 H ita next Witneee, 

la'th Loui11 ltllber•• 

1*'1. IOUlB m.BERS• called a11 a 1"1.tneee tor tbe Proeeoution 

waa 11110ra and teatitied aa tollon1 

(Whereupon the que1tio11B, ansnra and other prooaeding1 

Wllre interpretfld to the German comsel and the aoouse<4) 

DIRECT EXAMIIIATION 

QUESTIONS BY POOSECUTION (Captain !lfmo1 

Q n11 ;you 1tate your nue? 

A llarianne M1lber11. 

Q What ie your occupation? 

A Tailor. 

Q Where ct, ;you live? 

A At Troia Ponto. 

Q In what oountry ll that 7 

A In Belgium. 

Q Have )OU always resided in Troie Pont&? 

A No, air. 

Q Wmre did you live before you lived in Troi.8 Pont81 

}. In lfanne. 

Q Is that 1n Belgium? 

A Yee, it 1s . 

Q Did you l ive 1n Warme , Belgium on the 20th cL December 

19447 

A Yes. 

Q 1'bl t troops were oooupyi.ng Wanne on 2> December 19L.47 

A i'be Gennau. 

Q Do you remmber wien the G•man troops first oll1'!le to 

ff&nne? 

A Where they came from the tirat time? I do not l)lite 

underetani the QJ eetion. 

Kilbera - Direct 1185 
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• 
The quHUon wu I Do you know when they fir•t cam 

to .,,.,,.,., 

.l 

Q What kind ct Tehioles did they have 1n Wanna? 

A They frent in w1th t.anka• 

Q Calling your attention to t.he afternoon ot Deonber 

20, 1944, ware you in your homaT 

A Yes, I wn•• 
Q Did oeything 1musual happen on th& t etten,.,onf 

Q. Will you till the court what it waa. 

A At luOO o 1 olook 1n tl-.e afternoon my husband told 

.a , 1 I think they have shot Emile Hemroulle. I have just 

aeen him go down with a Oe?'ll\!ll'l. I tave not s een him a gain and 

have heard the r i3port ot a machine pistol.• 

Q Did your husband. see where Ernile had gone wit h the 

soldier? 

A He had gone into the street of the church. 

Q can you describe the church and itil immediate surround-

ing•? 

A I can. 

Q W'ill you doaoribe the buildinl:• 

A The church is located in t he ud.ddle of the village 

18 meters from ,q hoU8e - away f rom m::, house . I could see the 

entrance of the ahuroh Tery well. 

Q Ia ~Mre a wall sround the church? 

A Yee, there is. 

Q What U myth1n.f; UI located between the wall and the 

church? 

A Betwuen the wall and the church there is t~ oel'!l8tecy. 

Q You have stated that you could see the entrance into 

the church .trom your hooe, is that right? 

llti6llilbere ... Direct 



e 

.I. YHe 

Q would that also be the ent.ranoe to t ho oemeter,1 

Q A.tter this oonvereation with your hU.Dband that you 

have jus.t deecribed1 tell the court 'What happened then. 

A I looked out or the window and I aaw Leon H9111rOulle 

go down w1th a GermllD• 

Q Did you 1ee where they 1'1'8J\t? 

A Yee, they- went into ~e alee du praeby't,erie • oourt,.ard 

of the priestts house, 

CAPl'Am BYRNE1 I will qualify it with the witnese:. :re the 

alee du presbyterie the name or a street? 

~\ No, it is the entrance o£ the priest•s hoUHe, 

Q. Attar h~ went into the entrance of the priest•s houae , 

than 1'hat happened? 

A A German came to get 1IU7' husband. 

Q l}c.1.ng back to the entrance to the pri es t 1 a house, do 

you ID'3&n a door :Lrnrreclintely off the s treet or an entrance to a. 

yardl 

A It is the entrance to a g arden. 

Q. Then, when ;you SSJ that you eaw Leon Hem.."'Oull e go into 

this entrRDce ny., you mean he went into the garden , 1s that 

correct? 

A Yes , in that garden. 

Q A.ftel' the O~rman sol dier o&n:1 for your husband , what 

happe:ied? 

A He took him up the road. He entered the courtyard 

in the pri ast 1s hou::ia . 

Q Gould you 988 him after te entered the courtyard? 

A No,. I oouldn 1 t. TMre were trees around the garden. 

Q Did you hear anything alter the,- entered the garden? 

A I hu.rd t.he lire ot a maohine pistol. 
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.Q Ha•• you eeen yaur hueband ainoe he want into the garden 

in front or the priut•• house on 20 l>eo9Il'lber? 

A lio1 I d1.:1 not. 

Q Do 10u•know what hai>pened to hi.mt 

A llhat happened to hiJ>f - Mxt. dq I went to the pl•c•, 

aaw hie blood and I took baolc hie cap, tharetore it ia that 

he must be dead. 

Q Do you kno,r anyone at Wanna who aaw hi~ bodjy? 

A Yea I Ur'. FneelOOrt. 

Q Do you know llt'. ~elbel'tl s occupationT 

A Communal :iacratary. 

Q Do you lmow whe re your husband 1s buried? 

A Yes . 

Q Where is tha t ? 

A !n a tomb in \fanna • 

• 
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Take 129 
June 3-AB-l 

.· 
CAPT. BUIIIE: You M7 croea-euaine. 

COLONEL EVERE'IT: The defense does not deeire to crose

examine the rltne ea. 

CAPT. BYRNE: May it please the Court, one further ques

tion. 

0 When you described your hueb&nd going into the courtyard. 

of the prieat t e house, who "9nt with him.? 

To transport my hueband? I don 1t quite understand you. 

Q Arter your husband firs t left the house, who went with 

him, and did t hey go with him into the court.yard.? 

Yes, he went with him. 

Q Who went with him? 

A German. 

Q Did you see the German go i nto the courtyard? 

Yes, I saw him go int o the courtyard with my husband . 

Q was that before or afte r you heard the shote? 

I saw him go in before. 

(I CAPT. BYRNE: That is all , 

PRESI DENT: Any questions by the Court? There appear t o 

'be none . The witness is excused. 

CAFT . BYIUIE: I hand the reporter an instrument and re

quest that it be marked Pr osecution I s Exhibit No . P- 90 for identifica

tion. The Prosecution offer s in evidence the sworn question and 

anner statement of Reverend Joeeph Brecht, a Balgian Paetor ot Robert.

ville, Belgium, and requests that it be admitted in evidence and markad 

Prosecution' s Exhibit P- 90. 

LT. COL. DWINELL: The de tenea objects to the admiseion 

of that statenmt on the ground that it ie a violation ot the beet 

evidence n1l.a . The de!enise ie deprived of the right to cross-ex.amine 

the witness, and it should be shown what efforts were Ila.de at the part 
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or the Prosecution to obtain thl pereoaal apJ;"e&l'Ulce ol the witneu. 

CAPT. B!RNE: Ma7 it please the Court - just a 1DOMZ1t - do 

you want me to take the stand? 

LAW l!EIIBER: Dld JOU toke it? 

CAPT. BYRNE: Yee, air. 

LT. COL. ELLIS: It the Court plea111e, w would be pleaeed 

to put captain Byrne on tbe stand, it you ao dHire. 

LT. OOL. DWINELL : Thi• atatement on the record will be 

acceptable to the defense. 

0 
CAPT. BIR.NE: :May it please the Court, at the time this 

trial was originally contemplated this witness was willing t o attend 

the trial and made arrangements t o secure a replacement pastor to 

take care of hie pariah during hie absence . It becan:e necesaary to 

delay the appearance of the Belgian witne eeee by a matter of almost 

a month and he i s at present unable to attend the trial and has refused 

to come. 

LAWMEMBER: The Prosecution hae no jurisdiction over the 

Belgian by which he can compel him to appear to tsstify. The state

ment ld.11 be admitted in evidence f or whatever probative value i t 0 
may have. The Court will take notice of the fact that the witness 

is not present and there wa.e not ample opportunity t o cr oss-examine 

him on the matter set forth in the ata.tement . The objection is over

ruled . 

PRESIDENT : The exhibit by the Prosecution &d.mitted in 

evidence will be ma.riced EXhibit P-90. 

CAPT . BIRHE: The Prosecution reque8ts pennission to read 

EXhibit P-90, 

PRESIIENT: Granted. 

(Whereupon Prosecution Exhibit No . P-90 was read to the 

Court, ae follon:) 
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•Testiaany ot Reverend Joseph Brecht, a. Belgian Paetor ot 
Robert"fille, Bel8;1ua, taken at hie residence on February 13th, 
1946, at Robortrlllo, Belg1UII, 

Betore me, ROBERT E . BYRNE, 1st Lt., JAGO, 01826233, 
Inveat.igator-Ex:aminer, War Crimae Branch, u. s. Army, being duly 
authorized to administer oaths, appeared Rev. Joseph BRECHT, ot 
RobertTille, Belgium, llbo -.e examined a• follows : 

RAY D. BISTLINE, Civilian, appeared betore am aa Reporter 
and was s"WOrn in the tollowing torm.: 

Q You swear that you will taithfuli;r perform the duties 
of Reporter in this inveetigation now Vein& conducted by 
m!l I So Help You God? 

Reporter: I . do. 

WARNER M. WOLFE, Private First Clase , 42083896, app8ared 
betore me as an interpreter, and 'MUI sworn and questioned by am 
as f ollows : 

Q You swear that you ld.ll truly inte rpret in this inve stiga
tion now being conducted by me, and will truly testify as 
to your qualifications as an interpreter, So Help You God? 

Interpreter: I do. 

Q state your present statue . 

Inter preter: I am a Private First Class in the u. s. Army, 
assigned to Viar Crimes Branch, United states Army, APO 633 . 

state your qualificatione as an interpreter. 

Interpreter: I know, speak, \U'ldersta.nd, translate and interpret 
German and Englis h, as well as French. This knowledge re
sults frcm my past experience in life, which is ae follo, re: 

I was born in Sobemheim, Ge rmany, 26 March 1921, and con
tinued to live there until 1935 . During t he se f ourteen yea rs 
German was my native t ongue and was spoken in my home , by 
~ friende , and in school. I att ended high school and st udied 
English for two years . In September, 1935, I l'f8nt to Switzer
l and where I s tudied f or t wo yea r s as a student , major ing 1n 
the English and French languages . In January, 1939, I 
went to Fr anch • re I rema.1.ned Ulltil July, 1941... I n August, 
1941, I went to the United states where I took residence at 
Vineland, New Jersey. I have lived 1n the United states, or 
have been in the United states Anny, ever since. I gradU&ted 
from Military Intelligence in April, 1945, and wae aseigned to 
War Crimes Branch as an interpreter in July, 1945 . I am. 
tully qualified to translate German and French into English, 
and English into German and French. 

THE REVEREND J0 '3EPH BRECHT, appeared bef ore e ae a witness , 
and his test imony wae received by me t hrough said interpreter after 
said witness had been eworn by ma under authority ot Article of 
Y'4r ll4 (Sect i Oll 1586, Title 10, United states Code), a s follows: 
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'' - : · 
"Q You alN&r that the eT.i.dence you ah&l.l giff in thia investiga

ticm being conducted by lDl9 ahall be the trut.h, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, So Help You God? 

A I do. 

Q What is your tull DUii? 
A BRECHT, Joseph. 

Q What ie your occupation? 
A Pastor ot the Church ot st. Joffph, at Robartrllla. 

Q How long ban you lived at Robertville? 
A Since the ]Jth of Auguat , 1934, but in Decelli>er of 1944 I 

was llrlna in W&nM because I was being pursued b7 the Ge stapo. 

Q We re you at your haae in W&nne on the 20t.h ot l)eoeni>er, 1944? 
A Tes . I had lived in W&nne, since the 20t.h ot September, 1940 . 

Q On the 2oth or oeoem::le r , 1944, did you han occasion t o see 
men of your vill age executed there by t he Ge nnane? 
Yes . 

O Whe re wen you when you eaw thia executi on? 
A In my office, at t he window. 

Q How many men did you see executed t here? 
A Three. 

can you give me the nanee of t hose men? 
A Ye s ; t hey we re m::, neighbors . 

~ What wer e their names? 
A Emil e Hemroulle; Leen Hemroulle and Lou.ia l'ilbere . 

Q Which one of t hese men was ehot fi r st ? 
A Emile Hemroulle. 

Q Vlher e was he i,hot? 
A At the entrance t o the cemetery, betl'>"ee n t he gate and the 

church, a little bit t o the l eft of t he path. 

Who was the second man ehot ? 
Louis Milbers was the second. 

Q And where wa:, he shot ? 
A my courtyard. 

Do ,au know whether the same man ehot botb. Flllil.• Hemroulle 
and Louis tllbere? 

A Yes, the eame man. 

C was this alee the eame ma.a who ehot Leon Hemrolllle? 
A. Tes . 

Q Do you know whether there was another German soldier who 
brought Louis }lilbers down the street !ran hie home jU8t 

•betore he was ebot? 
A That I do not know. 
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" Q Ylere Louis Milbera and I.em Hl.mroul.l e encuted at en.ctl7 
the same ti.me, or •s there 1101DB time bet"9en the shooting 
of each ot them? 

A No; it was at the a..,. time. 

Q You have prerloual.y' t old • that Louie Mil be r s wa.s s hot second 
and Leon Hemroulle na t he laot me ehot. How do you .make 
t hat dist inct ion? 

A They were actually shot at the same time, one tailing to the 
right and the other to the lett of the paasageway fran the 
str eet t o my door . 

Q Were there any German soldiers in your house m that day'? 
A Yes. 

Q Were any of them there a t the time of the shooting? 
A Yes; they were eating in the kitchen. 

Q Did you have any conwrsation with t hem at this time? 
A Two or three word.a. 

Q Did you ask them any questims about the shooting? 
A No . Vrben the i,hoot1ng began, my siste r went into the kitchen 

to ask the sold.iera who were eating there to stop t heir com
rades from shooting into the hallway, which she t hought t hey 
were doing . As soon as she told t hem of the shooting they 
left hurriedly by the back door, and we never saw them again . 

Q At the time of the shooting do you know about how many tanks 
there were in t he village ? 
Three or f our at t he most. 

Do you know where they were l ocated in the village ? 
A There were so many tanks ).n our. village during these daya that 

I would not b e able to give the exact location of the tanks at 
that particular ti.Im, but I am sure about the location of the 
one t ank, which was standing in my own courtyard. 

Q ·no you renembe r whether or not t here was a tank par ked on 
the right side of t he road l eading t oward Troia Ponte just 
beyocd the house of Emile Hemroull e? 
Yes , now I remember. When tbe shooting had stopped I wanted 
to see what had happened to the men who had been shot at, 
but I was afraid that if I went on the street they would start 
firing a t m. Therefore , I went up t o the gable 'Where I 
could see through a email window in the direction of the center 
of the village, and at th:lt precise moment I saw a very large 
tank slowly moving any past the house of Emile Hernroulle in 
the direction of Troi.!I Ponte . 

!mediately after the shooting did you hear any orders given 
by the Germans regarding lea.Yin& town, or anything similar to 
that ? 
Yes, there wae .!lomething like an alarm given. 

Could you hear anything that was aaid at that time? 
No . They were presumably military orders. 
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What did the, Gemana do iumedi&tel7 after this al.arm was 
ginn? 
Art.er the alarm, the men i.Jaediatel.7 hurr edly- ran towards 
the center of the Tillage, and I a:aw them leaving 1n the 
directioo ot Troia Ponts. 

Where does the road go that rwie north out ot wanna? 
It leads toward stavelot. 

wauld you be able to reoop.ize the man who ehot these three 
man you have described, it you •re to see them again? 
rt would be very ditticult, aa there were many or ·theae thin 
looking youngatere aroW1d. }laybe my ail!lter could recognize 
him. I :remember t hat m:y sister said she would be able to 
recognize th::.t dog it she saw him again, but I don it know 
whet he r 1:1he could or not . 

About how old did he appear t o be? 
They were dirty and unshaven, but I would j udge he would be 
around 1n his t wentie s. 

Did you ever hear the name Kot zur mentioned a r ound wanna? 
No; never. 

Did you ever hea r t he naim 11Ber a1n? 11 

No; no name. 

Did you ever hear the name ot any or the Gennan sold.iere who 
were t here mentioned? 
No, 

Do you know the designation of the unit which was present 
in Wanne t hat day? 
They wer e ss . That is all I know. 

Arte r t hese three men you have d.escribed were shot, in t he 
cemetery and i n your yard, were you abl e t o see the bodies 
sufficiently well to cert ify t hat t hey ware dead? 
Yes ; after I had l ooked t hrough the lfindow and had seen that 
no Germans were around any longer, I went down and l ooked over 
the bodies at very close range to convince my-self that they 
were de&d. 

Where were these three men buried?· 
In the cemetery of Wanne, at the end of February. 

After the men were shot whaa you saw, were they buried 
1-diatel.y? 
No, 

Where were the bodies removed to !ran your yard? 
To the vestry of the Church. 

How long did they remain there? 
That I don't know, because I left the following day. 

Did you ever see these bodies again before t hey were buried? 
Yes; I saw them again in the middle of February when I 
returned to Wanne . I saw them 1n coffins in the sacristy 
or the Church• 

Were you able to recognize theee bodies at that time in 
February? 

A No; I could not recognize the bodies because they were 1n 
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·- closed coffins. 

Q 
A 

Did &n:Jtllla tell you whose bodies lf9re 1u the se coffine? 
Yes; thoae of the village who put tbe bodies 1n the coffina. 

How -.ny bodies 118N 1n the sacristy in the middle of 
February when you returned? · 
There were four bodies, those · of Emile Hearoulle, Laon 
Hemroulle, Louie UilberB and Emil Counet. 

Were you present when the bodiea or theee tour men wre found 
1n the woode near AieCl'IOnt on the road to TrOia Ponte? 
No. I had not ccae back to We.me at the time the corpsea 
were found. I was co the other side of the J,!euee, and it 
waa still an active theater, and tho Americans would not let 
anyone retum to the vicinity of Wame. 

0 Do you know t he nama of thd Priest who •• pres ent Whan 
these bodiss were found in the woods? 

A Jean BAHIM, a Sead.narian. 

0 Do you know where he livaa now? 
A In t he vicarage at Aiwaylle . 

About how m&l'l1' German soldiers would you utimate were 
present in Vla.nne at the time of this killing? 
l'kt didn 1t dare to go out to see bow many there were in t own , 
but I judge approximately thirty. 

Did you eve r know the nami, s of the t wo soldiers who were 
eating in your kitchen at the time this shooting went on? 

A No. 

Q What kind of a weapon did the Gennan use when he shot these 
men? 
A submachine gun. 

Did you ever exaai.ne t he bodies to know where the shots struck 
these men? 
The two in t he c ourtyard, in t he mouth. 

Q We re t hey s hot f rom t he back or f rom t he fron t , - or could 
you see ? 
It seems to me it ms from the !rent, but I 1t0uld not be 
able to confinn it . 

Q Could you see them clearly at the time ot the shooting? 
A I saw them falling. 

About how far away from them were you at thie time ? 
TWice the· length or this room, 

Q About forty teat. Which way did they tall? Did they 
fall on their faces, or did they fall on thei r backs? 
They fell f orward with t heir faces tumed slightly' to one 
side , and with one ann Wlder tha head, Dnile Hemroulle 
fell !lat on hie stomach with both hands stretched above 
hie head. I did not see him tall, but I saw bi.m later . I 
could see him when he was running in a crouched position, 
but I could not see him falling, - it was too tar any. 

Q Did you ever see a second man cane into Your court.yard, a 
few minutes attor these two men were first shot, and tire 
additiODal shots into their bodies to aake sure that they 
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WN dead? 
A No; I do not re.maber th&t. 

Q Did you remain at the window very long after they were 
shot? 

A Ma,t,e two or three minutea, and then I •nt upstairs to 
look over the village. 

0 Could you see your yard from the upataire window? 
A Tea, aurely. 

n Where waa the aoldier who shot the two men 1n your court
yard standing with r'eference to the two civilians? W&s he 
in front ot them or behind them? 

A Aa they came toward.a my window, the Gennan was behind them. 

O You have said that there was a tank in your c ourtyard. We re 
t here any German soldiers nea r the tank, or on the tank at 
the time the se two men nre shot? 

A Yes . 

0 How many? 
A Two or three. They were etanding on the tank, working on 

it. ' 

Q Could t hey see t ha execution in your courtyard? 
A Surely, because t hey W8 l '$ very cloee on the t ank, - about 

five mete r s dis t ant. 

Q Do you know what kind of a t ank 1t wa s? 
A A very large tank. I neve r saw an American t ank that l ar ge , 

and the gun ba rrel was especially long . 

Q Vl'as there a muzzle -brake on this gun? 
A It was a long thin barre l, but I don 1t rementie r if it had 

a muzzle-brake. 

/ s/ Joseph Brecht. 
JOSEPH BRECHT , 

Subs cribed and sworn t o before me t his 13th day of February 
1946 a t Robertville, Belgi um.. 

/s/ Robert E. Byrne , 
ROBE~ E . BYRNE, 
lot . Lt . JAGO 018262JJ 
Investigat or- Examiner, 
war Crimes Branch, u.s. Army-, 
APO 6JJ . 

WAR.1-lER ll. V.OLFE, having been first duly sworn, deposes 
and says that : I acted a:, Interpreter in the questioning of this 

witness J t hat I truly translated all quest i ons into Fr ench and all 
answers int o English; that I truly t r andated the above r e cord 
of wit neas I testimony to t he witness i n French bef ore he s igned it; 
and that the witness t hereupon signed said testimony in m,
preeence . 

/s/ Warner !,! . wol.fe 
WARNER J.! . ffllLFE 
Interpreter. 
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"Subscribed 'Imel norn to before me thie 13th day of 
February, 1946, at Robertville, Belgiua. 

/a/ Robert E. B;yrne, 
ROBERr E. BYRNE, 
lat. Lt. JAGO 01826233 
Inveatigator-F;Jcaml.ner, 
war Cri.J11u1 Branch, u.s. Army, 
APO 633.• 

* * * 

(Whereupon ·the etatement waa read in German by the interpreter). 

PRESIDENT: Court will rece ss W1til 1525 hours. 

(Whereupon .the Court receaaed at 1455 houre.) 
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fl:,O (Whereupon the Court recon.-n.ed. at 1530 houra .) 

~i>l PllSIDD!t !he Court will come to order. 

PI.0SliOO'!IOB: If the Court pleau, let the record show 

that all mem,ber1 ot the Court, all ••ban of the ProHcution, ail 

111aben of the DefenH a.re p r uent with th• exception of Mr. Strong, 

Dr. Lailing and Dr. Pfhter who are ab11nt on buaineu of the Defenu, 

all of the defend.anta, the lleporhr are preaent. 

PRODCU'?IOlh (Capt l!lDJJ) !he ProHcut icm will call a1 

1 h next witneu, -.ond Enclebert. 

~OllD DOLEBD'?, a witnau for the Pro•ecu.tion, vaa duly 

1worn and testif ied through an interpreter a• followu 

DIR~M l!!UM!lf.l.TI ON 

i.UJ:S!I CNS Br PROSJICUTICN1 (Capt BTR!Ol). 

Q, Would you state your ne.meT 

.1 Edmond Englebert . 

Q. Wlu! r e do yo u 11 v e? 

A At Wanne, 

Q. What country- 1a Wanne i n? 

A I n Belgium. 

Q. What is your oecupatlonT 

A I am t he c ommunal secretary . 

Q. Row long have you lived i n Yanne? 

A Since I wae born, that is , for 57 :,ears . 

Cl Were you liv illg i n Wan.ne on t he 20 th of Decemb er, 1944? 

A Tu. 

Q. Calling your attention to th11 afternoon of 20 December 

1944, did anything unuaual happen i n the v i llage of Wanne? 

A Te a . 

Q. Will you t ell the Court what it waaf 

A The murder ot five Belgian civilians . 

(Englebert-direct) 
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. 
f lJO Q. What troop, were oocup7lng Wanne on the 20th of Deceaber, 

A German troop,. 

Q. Do 70u know the nuea of the persona who were killed? 

.1 Tea. 

Q. Would 7ou 1tate their n&11ut 

.l Leon H1moroull 1 ~mih Hnoronll, Loul1 Mil'b1r1, :111111• 

Oouat and !heopbil Xaiachal. 

Q. Do 7ou know where theH people were killed? 

.l Tu. 

Q. Where waa 1 tT 

A Leon Hemorou.11 and Loui1 Milbers were killed in the alle7 

that l ea ds to the print '• house , that h, i n the eourt7ard of the 

pri ut 1a house. Emile Hemoroull wa e killed in the courtyard of the 

church . Emile Couat in the path near hil house . Maiachal in an 

outhouse which was near hi e lieter'a houae. 

Q. Did you eee these people killed? 

A No . 

Q. Did you ever see ~heir bodin after they died?() 
A I aaw three bodies . 

Q. Was t hAt on t h e 20t h of December? 

A On the 20th . 

Q. Do you know what dhpoli tton was mall.a of the bod.hat 

A Three bodi es which 1 p i clced up I carried them to the 

church. 

Q. Which three were those? 

A Leon Hemoroull, Emile Hemoroull and Loui• Milbera. 

Q. Did you examine their i njuries? 

J. They were wounded in the face. 

Q. After you tran1ported then bodiea to the church ware 

the)' buried immediatel.7l 

(Engl.eber t-direc t) 
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.I. ... 

Q, Do 7ou know when they were burhdt 

A. Cc the 10th of l'ebruary . 

Q, Hov lone did the bo41H rellain in the churohf 

A I do not know. 

Q, Did 7ou ever aee the bocUH atter 7ou transported them 

to the church and before they were buriedf 

A Tee, tour. 

Q, Where did you He thou bodha? 

J. In a Pall wood between Wane aJld 'l'roh Ponts. 

Q, Calling ;your attention to Proucuti on•, Exhibi t 3
1 

the 

me.p on the wall, can y ou point out the place vb.ere those bod.lea 

were toundt 

.A. Tee. 

Q, lf'Ul 7 0~ come t o the 111a,p and p oin t it out , please! 

('Witnen compli es vitb requHt.) 

Q, I I that the plaa• you 1aw themt 

.L T.. . 

PROS!:OUTION ( Capt Byrne) Let t he record ebow that t he witneu 

1.ndi oatee a point od, the road tro-m Ahomon t t o Trot , Ponte , 

approxiaat ely a half a kilometer f rom U 1omont . h t hat agreeabl e 

to the defense? 

Q, You have indicatei that four bodiu were :found at this 

point . Do you know the nazH of the fourth vhom you have not 

previoully deacribedT 

A !mil• Coun•t. 

Q. W.re aJl7 other person, ldlhd i n Wanne on the 20th ot 

December other t han theu to\11" bodiu you. have toundT 

A Theophil Maiachal . 

Q. Do you know vha t became of hie b odyl 

.A. Tes. 

(J:n.glebert-direct) 
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~ What wao UI 

A Kia elater had la14 hi • out in her houu ad a tire 

consuaed both her houH and. th• boQ. 

Q, Were UT other Belgian oit1Hn1 ldlle4 at about thie 

.... ua,t 

.l On the following dq, on th• 211t. 

Q. And do 7ou lcnow the 1uune of t hat pdwoa! 

.A. 7ranooh OoUAet. 

Q, Did you eTer IH hi• ~ odyl 

J. Tea . 

Q. Wher e va 1 that? 

A. Ab ou t 500 a1ten from the Tillage ot Wanne . 

Q. Was it a longe r r oad? 

A In a amall path near the road. 

Q. Where dou t he main r oad got 

A J'rom Wanne t o Tr oi a Ponte . 

Q. Do you r emember when t hil body wa15 found? 

A Tee. 

Q. When was t hat? 

A On the 9th of Feb ruary . 

Q, Ya11 that the eame time the ot her four bodies you have 

descr i bed were f' oundT 

A Ho. 

Q, lt'hen wer • t he other f our f ound! 

A On the 20th of January. 

Q. Were you able to podtivel7 U .entify these b odiu when 

7ou f ound th.ml 

A Te s . 

Capt. BYmTB: You m&,y" c roH examine . 

( !:nglebert;;..di rect) 
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Q. • I bili~• 7ou said there were German troop, in the 1'1llace. 

1or how lone a U•• had tlM7 bHn. thffet 

A . !he Voop1, ~. Ger.man troopat 

Q. TH, the German troop,. 

J. lletwea; the 18th of Dfoaber and the 7th of JanUA17 . 

Q · Did 7ou HI th•• otten on the road, of the villacet 

.l T11. 

~Q D:l4 7ou uer ·He the• 11aroh aDT 01Tilian.1t 

Q D1:4,,. 7ou ~TF aH them interrogate ~ chiliana! 

J. !fo . 

· fl Did ;you eTer HI them Harch ..:JJ.Y homes of the ciTilian.1 

i n' yOur village? 

A Ila. 

Q lfov, 7 ou 1aid there v ere five men murdend in t he village. 

How long had you .known the H ment 

Q, '!hat h, you lalew all five of t hem f or 57 yenra , 18 that 

A Y-e&, that ie, I have alw9¥a known them. 

Q Row old waa ea.ch one of that 

J. Emi l e Reaproull waa born in l.a85. !mile Couat. in 1881 . 

Louie Milbera in 1897. Leon Huoroull in 1891. Theophil Ka.iacbal 

in 1!70. 

Q, When did you lut IH th111 alhat 

A ~<>n. the 2011.--of December. 

Q And hov were they dreHedt 

J. Civilian olo thH. 

(!nglebert-crou) 
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• 
Q. What wu the color ot the olotblncf 

(B7 Interpreter) !he vltn•H lnterJech - :lnile 

Heaoroull, l did not He hla on the 20th, I •aw him on the lS\h. 

~ What ••• the color of the olathlng be bad cm M ethe lStht 

.l •n• Hemoroull wa1 wearing th, Jthald. clothing of a 

torHhr. 

Q. Do you know whether the OerlllLD. troop, bad ever Harched 

their homut 

A Obvlou1l71 beoau.1 there were troop, ln ev1r7 houH. 

Q. Did ADY" on• of the German aoldhn tell you that th•7 

were Harchlng for a radio 1tat l onT 

.l Not to 1111. 

Q. Di d you hear about that at all from an;rone? 

A No. 

Q. Do 7ou lmow whether t h e ctvlliane in the village were 

operating a radio etation? 

PR0SJ:CUTIOlh If the Court pleaae, we obj ect to that quutlon 

u bel zag irrelevant and lllllDaterial and having no b earing on the 

iHUII in thie O&H. 

PB!ISIJJ!:NTr Objection overrn.led. 

IliTERPR!lTD: May I a1k for a re.petition of that quutlont 

(Whereupon laet quution of Def'enH read. by reporter.) 

A Bo. 

( Lt Col DtrI=t) 

Q. Referring to the fiTe aen th.at you 181' were Jltll'dered, 

did ;you ever at a:rq time He th.. carry arm1T 

J. 110. none of tho••• 

Q, Do 7ou know whether any of them had arm1 in their homes 

or houae,T 

A !:mile Hemoroull, in hh capacity &1 forHter, ha4 the 

right to haTe an arm in hh houH. l3ut I do not know whether he 

had one. 

(~glebert-Cl'o11) 1203 
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Q What about the other four men1• • 
A They ourezy didn't have aey, 

'Q Do you know whether any of these five men -were members 

of the reelltanee movementf 

A They -

PROSECUTIC!h May it please the Court, Pr08ecution 

objects to that queet1?11 as being inc0111.petent and imuterial. 

LT. COL . DWINELLs It goee to thli queation wey they were 

cthot. 

PRESIDENT s Objection overruled. 

THE WITNESS 1 No. 

DEFENSE COONSELr No further questions . 

REDI RECT EXAl!INATION 

QUESTIONS BY PROOECUTION: ( CAPT, BYRNE ) 

Q You have t estified that you transported three of the 

bodies you round t o the church, 1s that r i ght? 

A Yes . 

Q And that you s aw wounds on their bodies ? 

.a._ In their f acoe: , yes. 

Q Could you tell from th&t examinati on what ?"-..ad caused 

those wounds ? 

A A shot by a sub-ma.chine eun, a machine pistol. 

Q Had all of them been wounded 1n the same manner? 

LT . COL . DWINELL 1 Defense objects to that question 

because counsel 1e going far afield from rcy cross examination. Hill 

redirect eaamination should be l.im1.ted by what is brought out on 

cross examinat)ion. 

LAW llEllBElh In the event that counael brings out new 

mtters on redirect examination you still have the privilege of 

cross exam1ning . 

ffiESI'IENT: The objection is overruled. 

(Englebert-redirect) 



THE 1'fITNESS1 Yes, 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTI ON1 (CAPT. BYRNE) 

Q And the other two that y ou saw later on, did you examine 

their wounda when yw. round them in January and. Februa.ey? 

i Those I frund in January were those that had been shot on 

the 20th of December, is it not? 'nle one I f'rund on the 9th of 

February was t he one that had been killed on the 2lat of December. 

Q Did 7ou examine the wounds at that tu,o? 

A In Januaey and February? 

Q Yes • 

.l It was etill possible to see it. 

Q What had caused their wcunds"I 

A A sub-machine gun, a machine pistol. 

Q That is all , 

RECROSS EXAMINATION 

QUESTI ONS BY DEFEHSE 1(LT. COL . DWINELL) 

Q How do you know that this man was killed by a sub-

machine gun? 

A I heard two shot:, , My attention was... drawn to the noise 

which was that or a sub-machine gun or machine pistol. 

CAP!'. BYRNEs I think there wae an error 1n the tranalation. 

Wan that not "tm-sta" he said instead ot "shots"? 

THE INTEXHIBTER s He said 1t was twice , two interval.a . 

THE WITNESS I I then saw a soldier that came to the 

place to get Loui.e Milbers from h11 house . 

LAW MEMEm I Will you read the latter part of that 

answer again so that it can be tr1UU1lated. 

(Arunrer read by the reporter , ) 

LT. COL. DWINEI.L s No further questions . 

(Englebert-recroas) 
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PRalECUTIOfh I do net believe that the witneaa hu 

finished annering the question. Why not let the w1.tness f'1.niah 

his Wwerf 

THE WITNESS1 Then the eoldier made a ' aignal t o LOilis 

Milbere to get him to move forward. A. little later I heard *be 

a&IDI noise. 

LAW llEXBE RI I , think the record II hould shaw that the 

witnt1as indicated ewitt aounda. 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE 1(DR• RAU) 

Q Witnese., if I r emember correct]Jr, Leon Hemoroulle and 

Louis Milbera were murdered in the yard of the priest's hOU8ef 

A. Yes. 

Q Emile Hemoroulle in the church;rard? 

.l Yes. 

Q Francois Counet in the vicinity or his house? 

A Yes . 

Q Theophil Counet 1n the vicinity ot his sister's house? 

A Yee . 

Q But you have f'ound f'our corpsee or these uurdered people 

in January quite some distance outeide of Wanne? 

A Yes. 

Q How do you account f'or that? 

t I don ' t have &rcy"" explanation tor it and thus I don ' t know 

wey. 

Q Did y011 find at the aame place whore you discovered the 

corpses also corpses of German soldiers? 

A. No. 

Q Didn't the Germans leave Wanne al.ready- on t he 26th ot 

December? 

A We had German troops until the 7th of January. 

(Englebert-recrosa) 
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Q Genun tonlao u W'ellT 

A Yea. 

• Q Waa Warme and itl vicinity subjected to artillery fire? 

A Yee. &t af'ter the 25th of Decell.ber. 

Q What about air attackat Did air attache take place? 

A Yee, but not noch. 

Q Were thet'e any radio amateure 11Ving in Wanne? 

A No, nobody• 

Q In your capacity ae Conmunal. Secretary, you are quite 

certain as t o that? 

A. Yes. 

Q Were American aoldiers hidden in Wanne? 

A No. 

DR . RAU: That is all.. 

DEFENSE COONSEL I Nothing furth!!r by the Defense • 

CAPT. BYRNE, No further redirect . 

IJ,.W MEMBJ!.Rs The Court has a question. When you wer e 

indicating the sound of tho gun which you heard were you trying: to 

indi cat e the sound of a machine gun? 

THE WITNESS: No. Of a sub-mo.chine gun, a small machine gun. 

PRF.SIDENT1 Azi,,thing further by the Court? Apparentfy not . 

The "1tness ia excused. 

(Wher eupon the witness was excused and withdrew. ) 

PRCSECUTION , I ! 1t pl ease t he Court, Prosecution requests 

permieaion to recall Kr. Morris Ela"1tz to clear up a matter that 

waa covered on cross examination during the first asssion thia 

morning. 

llCRRIS ELOWITZ,ro:alled as a wi.t neH for the Prosecution, 

having been previouel7 norn teetitied fur ther aa tollo,rs s 

(Elooritz...,..direct) 
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REDIR!CT EUJIIIIATICJI 

QUESTICJIS BJ PR<m:ctJTICJI, 

Q M:r. Elori.t•, you are reminded you are still under oath, 

This 11.orni.ng when you were croes exudned with respect to Sternebeek'a 

statement, Prosecution Ex:hibit P-8,hJ 1n anner to the question which 

1n subetance was, "Did Sternebeck 11~ that he did not remember h,111 

convereation with Tonlc about the trntt Tonk had brought him. and Tonk's 

subsequent admiHion that he had bumped off two civiliarui but that 

if Zimler had said so it might have happened" to which you replied , 

"I don't remember", did you mean you did not remember Sternebeck 

mald.ng that statement to you or what did you mean? 

.4 I meant simply this, in the course of interrogations and 

subsequent writingot a statement, it i s impossible t o remember 

every statement that was ma.de by an accused. Now, it i s possible 

that after Sternebeck was confr onted with Zimmer he might have 

hedged 'on his answer to that extent before he made his written 

statement. I simply don't remember whether he made it or not, but 

the only thing I do remember is that a!ter Sternebeck was confronted 

with Ziimller, the gist of his sta tement and attitude was, that e 

l ong as Zimmer wae talking he would betoolieh to withhold the facts 

or the situation, so, he wa.s going t o tell everything - goi ng to make 

a clean breast or it. 

Q Did yoo. have a subsequent conversation With Sternebeck 

during the writing of his statement which ie Prosecution Exhibit P-OL.7 

CA.PT . NARVID i We object to this. I don I t think the 

interrogation this morning wu so contusing to require a new 

interrogation as to the entire examination we had this morning. 

I don I t think we created eo much coni'Uaion of the testimony. 

thinlc the record speaks tor it.el! and is pretty clear . 

PROSECUTIONs I! tbe Court please, the Witness, I believe, 

does have a right to explain hie answer. All I am trying to do now ia 

eive the witness an opportunity to make an explanaUon. 
(El.°"1tz-redirect) 
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LA.W M!IIBER.t What 1a the exact buia tor the objection? 

CAPT. MARVID, The objection ill that we think the record 

is prett7 clear. It we can only Nter to the record, I don't think 

that any- contu11on ia created there. 

LAW KD(BER.s The Court will ,,...rrule the objection. W'e 

will take the .answer• 

THE WITNESS, Yee . 

QUESTI ONS BY PROOECUTION 1 

Q WHAT was that converaation? 

I. I told him that DOif that hie memory is compl etely" r efreshed 

to be sur e that everything he had told me was accurate , as tar as 

he remembered it. I do remember that he did ch..nge a few things 

around, a fffff of the facts he had given •, after thinking 1t over 

care1\u.ly. He said that the statement aa :finally written was the 

true situation as he remembered it. 

Q Would you have bothered to take a statement from Sternebeck 

if he maintained his position that 1! , in as much as Zimmer had 

said so, it coul d have happened? 

CAPT. NARVIDi I object to that . 

LAW MEllBElh Will you read the question again, pleas e? 

(Whereupon the question was read by the reporter.) 

L&.W KEMBER s What was the basis of the objecti on? 

CAPT. HJ.RYIDs Object to the torm. It is an involved 

question and a Jvpothetical question . The Witness b not testifying 

as an expert to a lzypothetical question. 

PROOECUTIOlh It the Court please , I ha.ve the transcript 

ot the record here before me . On crol!ll!I examination, the exact 

wording of the question i s , 11 Is it not a fact that Sternebeck 

s tated, 1I f Zimmer states it, it might of ha.ppened 1 , did he not 

say that?" 

(El-tz- redirect) 
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UW' IIDUIER1 The objection 1a overrul.ed. 

PRC6ECUTICfi1 • Will you r ead rr::t' question back? 

(Whereupon the question was read by the reporter ae tollc:,we 1 

• 'Would you have bothered to take a statement from 
Sternebeck it he maintained hie poeition that is, 
in as much as Zimmer had eaid so, 1t could have &happened?": 

THE WI TNFSS1 No, I would not. 

PROSECUTION s No further examination. 

RECROSS ElW!INATIOO 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSEr(CAPr. NARVID ) 

Q In other words , Mr . Elcn'1.tz , you seem to remember everything 

about what happened in the interrogation except that point where 

lternebeck stated that he did not r ecall the conversation with Tonk? 

A No, that is not true . 

Q Did you not state that you do not remember that phase of 

the interrogation? 

.A. Well it was not a phase, it WB L'I jus t one s tatement. 

Q But you did not r emember that? 

A. No, I did not rentember . 

Q Yoo. do remember , however, all the other detail s that you 

have just t estified t o? 

A Yes • Because that was a phase or the investigation which 

finally convinced Sternebeck to make the statement he di4. 

Q I s i t not re&l.ly a fact , thou"'h, the reason you called 

Zimmer to confront Sternebeck waa because Sternebeck when oon!ronted 

stated that he didn't recall the conversation 1fith Tonk. 

A That's right , only naturall7 to bring Zi.mmer in to 

r efresh Sternebeck 1s memory. 

CA.Pl'. NARVID s That i s all . 

DEFENSE COONSEL s Nothing turther rrom the Defenaa . 

(Elorlt~ecross) 
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PRCSECUTION1 Prosecution has no .f.'urther questions. 

PRESIDENT r Any- que!ltions by the Court? Apparently not, 

the witness -is u:oused. 

(Whereupon the w1tness was excused and returned to the 

Prosecution table in the courtroom,) 

ffi.OSECUTIONs The Prosecution oall s Mr , Harry Thon to 

the stand again for r edirect examination and the next phase of 

the Proaocut1on 1s case will be handled by Ur , Elowi.tz . 

HARRY THON,m:alled as a Witness f or t he Prosecution, having been 

previously Sl'l'orn, t est,1fied turther ae f ollOWB2 

REDIRECT EX,\J.tINATION 

QUESTIONS BY PROOF.CUTION ,(IIR . ELCYNITZ ) 

Q · Ur , Thon, you are reminded that you are still under oat h, 

I,. Yes , 

Q In t he course of your aasignment at I.P. II 2, Schlrnebisch 

Hal1, Germany did y ou ever have occasion to i nterr ogo.te a person 

by the name of Armin Hecht? 

!. Yes, I d i d , 

Q Do you know whether Arr.tin Hecht is an accuaed 1n this trial7 

A Yes, he is . 

Q Could you identify him if you saw him. aga1n7 

A Yee , I can . 

Q Will you l oo}: at the accused to your left and see i.f you 

can identify Armin Hecht? 

A He b there and we&N nu.11ber 21 . 

PRESIDENTs Number 21 stand up. 

(Whereupon the accused did as directed .) 

QUESTIONS BY PROOECUTIO!h (MR. ELCYNITZ) 

Q Did Hecht ever make a statement to you in the coarse of 

your interrogation? 

A Yee . He did, He made oral statements first then he ll'l'Ote 

l.dl 
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KR. ELOWITZ I Prosecution hands the reporter a 1li.tten 

1.rustrument to be marked Proi,ecution Exhibit *91 tor identification. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution 

Exhibit P-91 for identification b:, the reporter.) 

QUJlSTIONS BY PROOECUTION, (MR . ELOOTZ) 

Q Jq,. Thon, I h8ll you a written statement marked ! or 

ident11'ication AS P-91 and I a sk you to identify it it you can. 

A Yes, I can. It 18 a written !'tat ement of Armin Hecht. 

Q In whose handwriting is it and whose signature appears 

at t he bottan of it? 

A It was written by Armin Hecht and signed b:, him. 

Q Wa.a it written and signed in your pres eMe? 

A. Yes ., it was. 

Q Was 1t signed by the same Armin Hecht whom you have just 

identi.fied"l 

A Yes , it 1s . 

Q Was the statement made voluntaril.y1 

A. Yes . 

• 

(Thon-redirect) 
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• 
Q Did you subject Hecht to any cruel or unusual treatment 

in obtaining that statement ? 

J. No, I did rx,t air. 

Q Did you make any promiaea: or threat.a ? 

A No I did not 

Q lfas the statement sworn to 1 

.l Yes it was . 

Q Who took the oath 1 

J. Captain Raphael Shumaeker, 

PROSECUTION, (1lr Etcmrrz) . The Prosecution offers in evidence 

as Proaecution's Exhibit P-91, a statement and requests that it be attached 

to the record and marked Prosecution 1B Exhibit P-91. 

DEFENSE, (Lt, Col,!WI.NELL) . The Defense objects to the evid

ence on the e rounda previously stated. 

PRESIDENT r The objection is over-rul.ed. The Exhibit of'fered 

by the Prosecution is admitted into evidenco and 1l'ill be marked Proeec

ution Is Exhibit P-91. 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously marked and 

identified w~ received in eVidence as Prosecut.1.on 1s F.xhibit P-91, is 

attached to the record and made a part hereof.) 

PROSECUTIOU 1( Y.r ELOV1ITL) . The Pt-oeecution offers in eVidence, 

a t rue and corr ect English translation of i te Exhibit P-91 and requests that 

tt. be attached to the record and marked Prosecution's Exhibit P-91-A. 

DEF'ENSE a May it please the Court, The Defenae has no object

ion, bu.t it desires the privilege of checking the translation and sub

sequently mnking an objection i£ necessary. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the Exhibit offered 

b;r the Prosecution ie admitted into evidence and will be marked Pros

ecution's Ex:hibit P-91-A, subject to later objection b;r the Defense based 

on interpretation and translation. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution's Exhibit Ml-A 

and admitted into evidence: is attached hereto and made a part of the record .) 

PROSECUTION:(Mr ~TZ) The Prosecution request.8 permission 

(Thon-redirect) 
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*132 to road Proeecution'• Exhibit P.,,,l-1.. 

S 3 2 PR1'l!ll!JENT1 Granted . 

(Whereupon Prol!llecution I a hhibit P-91..._ waa read to the Court in the 

English language.) 

" I, !rmin Hecht, first being dul y sworn make the 
tollawina statement under oaths 

Du.ring the Eitel offensive in December 19Wi, I waa 
1n the lat Platoon, 11th Comprany, 3rd Battalion, 2d Grenadier 
Regimont IB8AH. 

ShortJ.y prior to the offensin,I cannot re11111mber 
the date , Oetr.Thomard, Heinz, aa11embled the 11th Company ot 
which he waa the commander, for &n orientation lecture,when 
ha said the follolfins 1 

'"This offensive will be a difficult offensive. 
You Will have to fight like good s oldiers. You Will not 
take any prisoners of nr. Civilians who show themselves 
on the street and also in the windo"a will be bumped off·" 

I haw 111.da a sketch named Exhibit "A" tor clarifi
cation of the above acene, and made it a part ofmy state,.,nt. 

As nuch as I can remember, the 11th Company ISSAH 
entered ta Oleize in the af'ternoon of the 18t h of December 
1944. I ca.rmot remember the order of narch, but it is pcss
i ble that Rayer was traveling behind me, who had taken the 
place or the wounded Thomhard as Company conmander. 

The Cl"8'1f ot my tank(SFff) was as followa 1 

Uscha. Heinz Klipp - Platoon Leader. 
Rttr Karl Stellner

~:nt!H!~~=~ o&iecke 
strm Durnberger. 
Gm Erne t Pl.1e8 tar 
Gm Bose l 
Gm Richter 
A.s we were driving through X. Gleize, I smr a church 

to the left of the road of a dvance for the tanka, around which 
was a wall. On the right-hand side of the road Wa.t'I a house.We 
passed the church a.bottt tlfenty meters and a topped in the middle 
of the road, just about directly in front of the ch\ll-ch, at 
the wall to the left of tho road, it one drina in the direct
ion of Stou.mont. There a tQOd approximately- fifteen American 
prisoners of war. I know that they were prieoners of war 
because they were unarmed and had their hands clasped over 
their heads . I recognized from their uniform that they were 
.Americans. As we were standing there I dism:,unted from my 
Panzer and was looking for faults on ray vehicl e . ill of a 
suddpn nipp who waa a-.ir platoon leader, came and ordered the 
whole cr,nr to shoot these fifteen prieonere of war. Imnediate-
1.,.- afterwards he gave the ardor "Commence firing" . I know that 
our l'fb.ole crew including Klipp shot at those prisoners of w,-r• 
I cannot remember all tho single weapons. I used my Belgian 
pl.stol With .08 8Jlmllulition . I aimed at one ot the prisoners aar -· 

(stete,.,nt-Heoht,,,) 
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a 3 3 
fired S ohoto tram •:I' p!.otol at bill. I knmr I hit him u I a a 
him elump to the ground. Then I had a atoppaae and I a aw tlw 
other prieonere tailing to the ground a.a they ware hit by Ule 
others. I am a.rtain th&t theae prJ.sonere were all dead 
for I oould not bear moanin& and I also did not He an7 one 
ot th••• priaonera 110v1n& or writhing atter the ahootina had 
ended. I then -,unted _,- SPIJ and wa dron on. 

For claritlcation ot this scene, I have aad• a •ketch, 
,arked it Exhibit •B" and it 1B a part o! •7 otatemont. 

Thie state•nt cona1eti.n6: of four pa.au and two sketchaa 
was made voluntarily by m and of a:,- own free will, unin!luenoed 
by force, threata., durel!ll!I or prond.••• of any kind. I awear before 
God that the tact.a atated. herein are ti,ie and I am. prepared to 
repeat aaae under oath in any court ot jue:tice. • 

.u,,d.nllecht 
Swom to and eubsoribed before me 
this lot cla7 of April 1946 at 
Schwabiach Hall , Ger. 

Raphael Shumaoker 
Capt. C!,!I' 

(Whereupon the German translation was read to the Court by an interpreter) 

PROSECUTIOlh (Mr EI.O\'fITZ) The Prosecution of.fen in eTidence 

tft'o picture a!fidaVi.te executed by Armin Hecht showing the photographa 

or Heinz Goedicke and Heinz Tomhardt, a.nd request that they be attached 

to the record and marked Prosecution's Exhibits P-91-B and C respectively. 

DEFOOE 1 On behalf of the Defense there is no objection to 

the pic ture affidavits:, Prosecution's Exhibits: P-91-B and C, nor 1.8 there 

any- necessity for the reading o! same. It is further admitted th&t the 

photograph! are t hose of the accused Goedicke and Tomhardt. 

PRESIDENT 1 "ntere being no objection, the F«hib11a ottered b;r 

the Prosecution is adm.1 tted into evidence and will. be marked Prosecution
I 
s 

Exhibit P- 91- B am C reopoctiV11l7, 

(Whereupon the documents referred ~ having previously been marked were 

received. in evidence as Prosecution's Erliibit.e: P-91 B & C respectively 

and are attached hereto and made a part of the record.) 

PROOl!CUTION:(llr EIDffITL) - you ma7 cross-exoml.ne. 

R eCROSS EL\.l.!INATION1 

QUl!STIO?e BY THE ll!:FEIIBE1(llr WALT'..15)1 

Q Kr Th.on, on the last page of this ata~nt it is dated 1st 

(Thon-e!oss 
ld5 



# 132 April, 1946, but 1 t 1l'U a ctual.17 -n 14 llaNb 1a tlult not t1'le 1 

s 3 4 A I don't reaaaber whether it ,ru the 14th ot Karch or not. 

Aa to the tak1n& ot tba •tatement, I took •o IIAnY' atate•nts, it is 

imponible to nuaember a date. 

Q How nan;r timoo did ,-,u 1nt.erro11ato Heoht 1 

A Soveral t1meo • 

Q When wu the tirat time, it you remaaber'l 

A J.a I have stated bd'oN, I cannot remember the dates. 

Q Who was present a t the 1'irat interrogation with you 1 . 

A It could be that there was some other aembera o.t the 

f) 11th Company Present but I cannot eay !or sure. 

( ) Q Was there a let Lt. 11'olte w1th you 1 

A I beli..,• that 1• right. 

Q On the ti:n11t interrogation, did not Hecht deny enrything 

concerning the shooting or prisoners of war or any incident concerning 

th• •hooting ? 

A It i s very- poedble t They all at tire t could not remem-

ber s hooting American prisoners - No sirL 

0 Q Is 1t not true t hat Hecht was sworn an:i s i gned a st.tement 

deny suc h incidents ? 

A That I do rot recall. 

Q Do you recall Lt ffolte beating him on that first occasion ? 

A Lt lfolte never beat them in mypresence . 

Q Was Hecht interrogated several daya later after this .first 

time 7 

J. .b I have said before, he was interrogated several times. 

Q Was he not accused by 70u or Lt Wolle on that second occasion 

o! haVing ahot Prisoners of war 1 

A We lme'lf he had shot prisoners of wa.r. We lmew from tne other 

tellows J and naturally told him-

Q And when he denied this J 1s it not true that this Lt Wolle 

beat him With bi.s tist in the stomach and choked h1.m with his •~her hand 1 

(Thon-recross) 
ld6 
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" Sir, l\lt nnar beat him in my presence. 
s ) s Q And on the third oocuion when he wu interrogated, was he 

not told T.hat hi 110uld ban a trial 7 

A I den I t rem.amber whether he wu told or not, I would not 

near to 1i. 

Q A.nd when he denied 1t Mr 'lhon, was he not told that be would 

have a trial 1 - in October - - - -

l'Ra!l!CUTIONa (Mr l!LCIIII'l'Z) , If tho Court ploaoo that 

question has been asked twice before and the answer was that the witmH 

doea not r eimmber. 

D~, (llrffl.LTERS). Thil!I la.,t quest.ion your honor was quite 

different . 

BRmID!NTa Objection over-ruled. 

A I don't remember. 

Q Was not Lt Pe r l present on this occasion ? 

A I don't recall seeing Lt Perl there. 

Q Ttould you say- that Lt Perl was not present at any of the 

interrogations ? 

A I don I t believe he was. 

Q But you could not swear he was not ? 

A I don' t remember seeing him. 

Q lB it not true, V,r Thon, that on this particular occasion, 

Hecht was to1d that 1! he did not con!'ess , there would be a trial and 

he would be sentenced to death and would be executed. within 24 hours ·, 

J.. No he was not told that . 

Q On tt>.at same occuion he again denied it, after he lT&B 

threatened and he oealn said "No 11 ,. end then he was confronted with 

Fritz Rau and Herbert Stock ? 

1J. I don 1t recall the time he w&B contronted, but I know he 

waa confronted as I have said before . 

Q H01r long was Hecht in solitary confinament in Sctrwabiach Hall ? 

)Thon- recross) 



II 132 I, That I don 1 t know bec&UAf_,. I had nothing to do With the 

s 3 6 adminiatration ot 1 t. 

Q Even though ,'t>U did not haV9 anything to do With the 

adminiatrative part or it., do )'CU not know, u a matter or tact that 

h• wu in aolltary confinement for •wr&l. weeke ? 

J. No air 7did not tor the aimple nuon I did not 10 around 

the cells lookina: for people. They were broucht to ua by the special 

guards . 

Q Wat1 1t not ooneon knowledie among the prison internees 

and the investigators that this man was kept in 110lltary con.tinement 

from 8 Dec.-r until 21 !larch ? 

A No sir . 

Q One i'ina.l ques tion Ur Thon1 Did you, or did you not beat 

th1a man Hecht just before he made this confession or March 11th ? 

A No sir , I did not . 

DEFEllSE : NO t hing f urther , 

REDIRECT EXAJ£!NATION 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTIOlh (Mr ELOl'IITZ) 

Q Mr Thon, wlll you s t.te whether or not, if' you lmcnr,•hether 

any of the prisoners at Schwabiach Hall wer-. in eolitary confinement 

a t one time or anothe r 1 

A I do know t hat most ot theo., 1n tac t I woul d say 99i o or 

them were in solitary confinement ., but tor hem' long I c annot say~ 

RECROSS EXAl.!INATION 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE1(l!r 11'ALTE!IS) 

Q Is it not a matter or fact, ia a etaternent Jtad.e to :ne , you 

ea.id you did not know whether He cht was there or not '/ 

PROSECUTION: I object to that , 

PRESIDENTi Object.ion euatained . 

DEFENSE, Nothing further . 

RE EXA!.!IIU.TION BY THE COURT1 

QUESTIONS BY aw mmER, 

Q 'ffhat did you understand by1 solltary- confinecient• of this 

( Thon- court) Ul8 



0 

•# 132 
ac~ed at Schllabiach Hall 1 

s 3 
A By 1101itary confinemant' •ir• I under11tand that it ie a 

ein&].e cell, where there ie only one oot,on• bed, and ju.et one man 

1e kept there air. 

Q _, t.li•T nro :l.n eolit&17 oonfi,,.,.nt, d1d t.li•T 11et t.lie 

same tn,e of tood al the other prieonere got, it you knowr ? 

A Yes sir, they had the eama type ot food; 10t their clothin& 

oha~ged once a week, they got a razor every other day it I am. not 

mistaken. 

Q How about ligbt ? 

A There waa light in the cell and there was also a wind.aw 

there. 

REDIRECT EIW!IN1TION 

QUl'STIONS BY PROSECUTION1(llr ELOWITL), 

Q Mr Thon, in the oourse ot your interrogations at IAl'2 

at ScJ-nirabisch H&ll, did you ever interrogate one Heinz Goedicke ? 

.I, Yes I d1d, 

Q Did he ever make a statement to you ? 

A Yee he did. 

Was the statement oral or written ? 

It was both. 

Q Could you identify Heinz Goedicke if you were to see him 

again 7 

.l Yes I could. 

Q Will you take a look at the defendants Seated at your left 

and eee 1!' you can see him ? 

J. Yes sir - number 17• 

PRESIDENTi Number 17 stand up 

(llh.ereupon the accused arose) 

PRESIDE2lT1 51t down. 

PROSECUTION: (Mr EIO'fITZ) ·1·he Prosecution hands the reporter 

an i.n8t1U.11.ent and requests that 1 t be marked Proeecution 'e Exhibit P-92 

(Thon - .-rect) 
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1132 tor idlnt1!'1cation. 

s 3 8 (Whereupon the doauaent referred to wu marked Proaecution1a Exhibit 

P-92 for identification)(bT tho reporter). 

QUl!SnoilS BY PIIOSECUnON(Mr EI.al!'IZ) 

Q I ha.ne ,-ou written instruaent marked Proncution 1e ~bit 

P-92 for identification and ask you to identity 1t if you can f 

A Yea this 1• the written statement of Heinz Ooedicke,eigned 

by him. 

Q Io that tho - Heinz Goedicke that you have Juat idontif-

iod 7 

A Yea air. 

Q lfu 1t wr.l. tten and signed 1n you r presence ·,. 

A Yes itwaa. 

Q Was the statement made voluntarily ? 

A It11'a8. 

Q Did you make aey threats or i:roaises to Goe dicke to obtain 

this etatement 7 

A No I did not. 

Q Did you subject him to an;y cruel treatment before he made 

this statement ? 

A No I did not . 

Q Was the statement sworn ? 

A Yes . 

Q Do you know who took the oath ? 

A 1st Lt•.t'erl, 

PRC6ECUTION1 (Mr ELCWITl). The Pro8ecution nmr offers in 

evidence , Prosecution'a Exhibit P--92 for identification and ask that 

it be attached to the record and marked Prosecution 1s Exhibit P-92. 

DEFE!flE1 (Lt Col DRINELL). The Objection of the Defense 

is on the grounds previously stated. 

PRESIDENT, Objection ovei-ruled. The '°xhibit o.rtel1!d b7 

the Prosecution is admitted. into eVidence and will be marked Prosecution'• 

(Thon-redirect) 
l<'.20 
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Emibit P-92, 

(Whereupon the document referred to having ~n previously u.rlced and 

identified wu received in evidence u Prosecution I a khibit P-92 and 

is attached hereto and made part of the record.) 

PROSECUTI0N1(Mr Etat'ITZ). 'ln.e Proseout:1.on otters in 

evidence a true and accurate l!hgllah translation or :I.ts Exhibit P-92 

and uks that it be attached to the rec!ord and marked Prosecution'• 

Exhibit P-92--A, 

DEFENSE1 'There 1e no objection on the part of the Defense. 

PRl!SIDENT1 '!here being no objection, the Elchibi t offered 

by the Proaecution is admitted into evidence and will be marked as 

Prosecution's Exhibit P-92-A.. 

(ffhereupon the docwnant referred to was marked P-921 ie attached to 

the record and made a part hereof.) 

P'RCSECUTI0N1 (Mr EIDRITZ) . The Prosecution requests penniss

ion to read Prosecution•s Elthibit P-92-A to the Court . 

PRESIDENT1 Granted . 

PRESIDENT1 The Court will recess until 0830 hours tomorrow. 

(Whereupon the Court receesed at 1700 houre.) 

(statetm!lnt-Goedicke) 
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DAC AU , GER!.!A. 

JUNE 4 , 19 46 

MORNI G SES SI 0 

(Whereup on t he Court rec onvened at 0830 hours . ) 

PRESIDENT: Co urt 1\d. l l come t o or de r. 

PROSECUTIOIT : I f' i t p l ease t he Court , l e t 

t he recor d show a l l members or t ho Cour t , a ll membe r s 

of' t he pr osecu t ion , a ll members of the de f ense with 

t he exception of Mr. Stro~ and Dr. Leilin who are 

a bsent on business of the defense , all defendants 

and repor t e r are present . 

Pr osecution r ecalls Mr , Thon . 

HARRY THO N, call ed as a witness for the p r osecu

ti on , testified further throu,:h an lnterpr eter as 

follows : 

REDIREC'r EXA •INA'rIO" ( CO !ITI NUED ) 

I.':R . EL01.'l!TZ : Mr . Thon , you are 1~em nded 

y ou are stil l under oath. 

(Reading) 

"I, HE!!"Z GO:SDICRE , be!n~ f rst dul~r sw::irn, 
make the followin "' statement unde r oath : 

11 Dur1 n"" the 'T~L Offons~ ve in December 1944 , 
:r.: was with the 1st Platonri , 11th Crsmpan:, , 2d 
Panzer Gr enadier Ae.:;iment LSSA:1 • 

11 ,ur~ nr,- th'9 nic t from the 15th to 16th of 
!) cel"'her 1941 , ObersturrnfuPl--rer T01'l-1'A.1:::)T (Bubi) 
assembled the 11th Company for a ~- ':lech about the 
offens5.ve, in -.vhich he thr,o saJd the fol lowin,:: : 

" This offens ive Is the one . very one 
of ,ou haa t o d::> everyth1 ne ohysicallv 
uoss h l e . "le will have the e.asista.nce of' the 
Ai r :"orc e , the T:"aratroonPrS and a special 
unit of 8KOR ZENY , We also will have any 
amount of weapons at · ur d;tspos a l. T!iere ! s 
an order not to take pr s oners of war; also 
civilians w'ho show themselves on th~ streets 
o r a t the windows , will bo shot \'I thout mercy . 11 
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For clarification of this s t atement I have made a 
sketch , named it Exhi bit 11 A11 and made i t a par t 
of th is stateme n t. 

11 0n the 18 th of De cember 1944 , around thr ee 
or four 0 1 clock in t e afternoon , t he 11th Compa ny 
entered LA GLEIZE . I cannot r emember t he order of 
march exactly but I do know definite l y that Ober 
scharfuehr er REIER was r iding dire ctly behind us . 
The crew of our vehicle was as f o llows : 

Untersc harfuehr e r Heinz KLIPP ( l s t Pla toon Leader 
Rottenfue hrer Arml n HECHT - Drive r 
Ro t tenl'uehrer Kr> rl STELLNER 
Sturmmann ans DIRtiBERGER 
G..... enadier Ernst PLIESTER 
Grenadier Guenther -BOESEL 
Grenadier Wolfeane RICHTER 
Grenadier He tnz GOEDICK3 

" From the crew of the vehicle behind me I 
only can remembe r the fol l ow 1nc; peo r,> le : 

Obersoharfue hrer REIER (Company Commander} 
Ro ttenfuehr er SABLOKIE (Driver) 

11 When we \'/e re dr vin~ through LA GL"-.:IZE , I saw 
a church Which was s t andlnr; on the l e fthand side 
of the street if you drive towards STOlJi'ONT , On 
the rizhthand side of the stree t across f rom tho 
church , there stood a house with a low earden wal l. 
We passed th is church about forty me ters and stor1pcd 
in tho middle of the street. Be t ween t he street 
and the church there was a stone wall, in fron t of 
wr"' ich, directly across fr om us stood about twenty 
five to th rty American pr s onars of war , The 
distance between our Panzer and the pr i soners 
could have been npprox ma t ely 30 to 35 paces . I 
saw from their American un !'orms that t hey were 
American sold ers . I saw that they were prisoners 
for they had their he.nda clasped above their heads 
and did not carry any arms . 'fe wer e standing at 
this soot· about three m nutf'<s. Dur ·n ,.,. th~s t mP 
KLIPP Was celled to RtTPR . Ari-er KLIPP had returned , 
he "'ave the w 'Ol e crew the order to st-ioot these 
pr soners of war . RICH'r~R and I shot w th a rifle 
KP8 . I f r ed three shots 1nto the pr' so""ers . f:ow
ov':lr , I a,n ' t riow how mAny shC'lts RICff'T''SR firdd . 
KLIPP shot with an . Pi : 44 , PL! S'rr.'-R also ; STE.LI R 
wi tr. an r • Pl : 3P, DITPl3' .RJJ ~ shot w:I tr an r . r;. . 42 . 
µECP.T and 1'0~S L, as far ea I can remember , dld not 
shoot at th's S'"'Ot , I ale o know that other vehicl-es 
fired at those Prisoners . However , I den ' t now 
who the peo-:-,le were , 

11 I hav/3 r-a.dc a sketch for c?t1.rificati0n of 
th's above n1ent ' oned scene , named 1_t ""xh:!'h!t 11 i:t 11 

and make 1.t a part of th s statement . Tn m 
estimation these peo.,.1~ ·,ere dead after the shoot
~ nc had er,ded for ! co111 n not h"'!o.r any moan · r.: 
nor could se':! th"Lt any one l")f' the b od~_es wasT 

'!l"Oving . Shortl:r afterwards we received t}-,e order 

J.t .23 



t o move a l on3 on t h e r oa d f r om 't'EIER. 

11 This ·s ta t emen t oons ist ng of f our pages and 
t wo s ke t ches wtts YT"ade voluntar il by me , unin 
f l uenced by forc e , threat , du r e s s or promises of 
any kind . 

" I swe ar befor e God that the fac t s stated 
herein are true and I am nrepared to r epeat srune 
under oath in any cour t of j ustice . 

( sie ned ) HEINZ GOFDICKE 
13 M~roh 1946 

WITN SSED : 

RA PHAEL SH 'AGKER 
Capt Gill' 

Sworn to and subs cribed before me 
t his 13th daJ of larch 1946 at 
SCH\VABISCH HALL , GERl'A'rY , 

( si~ned) \' LLIAII 11 , PERL 
1st Lt , 11 , r, 0 - 555149 
Investigator -Exam! ner 
1Jar Crimes Pranch" 

(Whereupon the statement was r ead in German . ) 

Jm . ELO'NI'l'Z : Prosecution offers in ·ev dance 

a pic ture s.ffidavi t executed by Hans Goedicke 

dentifying accused Heinz Tomhard£ Rnd requests that 

it be attached to the record and marked Prosecu t ion 

Exhibit :No . P - 92 - B, 

(\'/hereupon the docum,..nt referred to was mBrked 

Prcsecut on .:i;xhibit '\To, P-92-:9 by th~ r~~orter . ) 

Di:::? PS:: CU ~·s L : On behalf of the defense 

there is no objection to tha p cturr- t>,ff dev!.t or 

necessity for res<l_ r,t-- sa e. It j ~ rurt'.' r stlpu-

lated that the r-htto,....rar,h 1, that- of t-he acr,used 

To ardt . 

PR:.3 DF"r : Ther beinc; no objection the 

exhil-iit offered ht t~" pro~ecutlnn is adMltted ln 

evidence and will be marl--ed exr.ibit P - 92 - S . 

(''/hereupon the docun,ent referred to, having. 



133 , 4sp b een pr e vi ously marlced wa s r~e i v d i n ev i denc e as 

Pro s e cution Exhi b i t No . P- 92 - B and is a ttached hereto 

and made a part o f t he r e c ord . ) 

C.,,OESTIONS BY PROSE CUTION (>1! . ELOWI TZ CONTD) 

Mr . Thon , i n t he co ur s e of your int erro Eltion 

a t I P o . 2 Schwaeb isch Hall , d id you e ve r n t er r oi;a t e 

a. p e r son by the nf.lllle of Wo l f gang Richte r? 

A Yes , I did . 

Q. Did he make n stntemont t o you? 

A Yes , he made r1rst an or a l ~tatemer, t and in 

h i s own handwriting afterwards .C 
Q. Coul d you r ecof"'.nize 1.•:olf,.,ang Richter if you 

s aw him again? 

A Yes , I CCllld . 

Will you p l ease loolc at the ac cused or the 

l e ft and identify 1.'/olfcnnc Rich t er , 

A Yes , ho is wenrin:; number 50 , 

PW.;SID"NT: 1'-uml·or 50 stand up . Sit down . 

f."R . l<'L0WITZ : Prosecution hands to the
0 

r eporter a written instrument and r equests that it 

be marked Prosecutton ....,Jthihit for identification i:o . 93 . 

(W"r..e reupon the docuP11mt re-fP.rred to wa marked 

Prosecution .... :xnth · t -Jo . £13 for 1.dentificatt o by the 

reporter . ) 

.IT STI S BY pqo C (' <. L ./In C ~~) 

':., J'r. Thon , I hani1. ~·ou a wr'tten 1 nstrument 

and aslc ~rou to identify lt if --you can . 

A -.;es , th1 s is the statement of './olf3anz "Richter 

number 50 and ~ t 1s si ... nl';;ln. b:r hif\ . 

~ In whose he.ndwrlt.tnc is lt?. 
A Th.:.s ls written by olrc;an: ~ichter. 

as it written 4n,1 ~iGnea 1n your rre~fmc°'? 

A Tt was 
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be l ie ve I was present a l l the time whi le he wrote it . 

Q. Was t s gncd by the same Wol f Bang Richter 

you have just identified? 

A Yes , it was . 

Q :.,las the s tntemen t made vo luntari ly? 

A Yes , sir . 

Q Did you subject Richter to crue l and harsh 

trea tmen t in or de r to obtain the statement ? 

A No , sir . 

Did y ou rrmJre any threats or p r omises 

to Richtar b e fore ''OU ob t ained the sta t eme n t? 

A No , sir , 

Q Is the st a tement sworn t o ? 

A Yes , it i s , 

~ 1!/ho a dministe r ed the oath? 

A Lt . Byrne . 

MR . !:LO',VITZ: Prose c uti on off ors in ev dance 

1 ts exhibit numb er 93 for i de ntifi cation a nd r equ~ sts 

t h a t it be a ttached t o the r e c or d and be marked 

Pro s e c u tion t!.xhib it lo . 93 . 

LT , COL, D'.'!IN'f,'LL : The d~fense objec ts to 

the evidence on thit" _,rourr1s nrev omll:, st1Jted , 

PR!.:SID:''T: The objectior.: i s oVPrruled . 

The exl-. b rfer,".l bv th-e pro·ecutinn 1.11 be ad -

ir.ltted ~n evidence and will ')e nrJ,ed P - 93. 

('Whereur-on th,q document referred tn , r'e.v'"lr' been 

prev 1 ous l y !l'ar1.o:ed nn<l. td~ntif ed was t'"'Ceived in 

evi dence as Pr osec t i on t:xh bit No , P - 93 and is 

a tt ached hereto al"!d riede a re.rt of thp reco r d . ) 

lffl . w:..'I TZ: Pr osecut i on offe r s 1 n ev dence 

(Harry Thon - Redi r oc t) 
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a true and correct trans l ation of t he exhi b it 'No . ~3 , 

r e quests t hat it be a tta ched to t he r e c or d and marked 

Pr o s e cu tion Exhibit l!o . P - 93 - A. 

{Whereupon the do c ument r eferred t o wa s marl{e d 

Pros e cution E.r.hib i t No . P-~3 - A b y t h e reporte r . ) 

DEP':!:NSI.: C l'.NSE L: On behalf of t he defense 

t he re i s no objection . 

PRF.SIDENT : The r e be ing n o obje ct ion the 

exh l b i t offe r ed by the prosecution a admi tted n 

evidence and will be marke P - C!3 - A, 

(','fuereupon the document ref~rred to , ha,rine; been 

previously marked was rece ved in evidence as 

Prosecut ion Exhi b it N'o . P - 93 - A and s attached horeto 

and made a nart of the r ecord . ) 

!'R . li' LQWITZ : Permiasion is reque sted for 

prosecution to r ead its exhibit P - 93 - A. 

PRESIDENT : Grnntod . 

MR . ELOWITZ : ( Road b[: ) 

11 1 , Wolfsang RICHTER , havi n g been f i rst dul y 
sworn , upon oo.th make the fol l ow nr; sta t ement : 

11 Durin.:; the r.'IF1:L campaipn in December 1~44. 
I ,as Grenadier :tn the 1st '"' latoon, 11th c ompan · , 
III (armored Rn ,, 2nd Panzer Grenadier Re2; ment 
" LSSAH11 

• 

11 In the ni::;ht nf 15ti" to 16th Decewber 1944 
our company commender Oberaturmfuehrer He~ nz 
T01--':'1ARD del vered about t.he followin "" soeech to 
the assembled 11th comoany! · 

11 This e ~rr-j n.3 offC"na1ve wi 11 be of' tre 
mendouo 1mnortence. ·•1e will hev13 air superiority. 
The artiller:r w 11 suoport us to the utmost 
and we will receive su':lport Cy German troops 
who will wear American uniforms . When those 
peori l e wave bhelr steel helmets over th ir 
heads youw!.11 not ..hoot et these neO·le . 11 

" Furthermore , he said that ,rnu won ' t talte 
sny prisoners of war and you wt 11 bump off every 
thin,.;, that co es in front of your cuns, I know of 
an i nstance 1n which the order of Obersturmf'uehr,e.p---
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TOt.~ART t hat no prisoners of war willbe t aken , 
whi ch was carried out n the 1'c llowin!3 way : On 
the after noon of 18 th De cember 1944 we , tha t means 
the 11 th Compnny , entered LA GLEIZE . I myself 
am not able to remember the o r der of march exactly 
However , I believe it could be corr ect if I say 
t hat Ober schar fuehrer REI HER drove d i rectly behi nd 
my SPW . The crew of my SPW a t thi s time was a s 
foll ows : 

Unter scharf uehr er He n z KLIPP (p l a t oon leader) 
Rot t en fuehr or KARL STELLNER 

11 Ar min HECHT (Driver) 
G!'enadier Ho i nz GOETilIB 
St urmmann DOERMBERGER 
Grenadier Er nst PLIESTER 
Gre nadier BLEBSEL and 
Gr enad i e r Wo lfganc RICHTER 

" As we drove throu h LA GLEI ZE I saw a church 
whi ch was surrounded by a wall to t he l e ft of t he 
r oute of advance for tanks , On the rl ghthand s ide 
of the road was n house , We passed this church 
about 20 niete rs and stonped i n the midd l e of the 
road . About dir e ctly in f r ont of t he church , at 
the wall t o t he l eft of t he r oad , if' you d rive 
directi on of STOUMO't-~T, t he r e stood about 10 to ]5 
American prisoners of war . I know that they were 
American prisoners of war b1:1cause they wore Amer
ican uniforms which I know . I was able to see tho.t 
they were pri soners of war because they carr ed 
no weapons and stood the r e with r aised arms , the r 
hands clasped behind their heads . A few minutes 
after we had stopped our p l atoon l eader Unter 
scharfuehrer Heinz KLIPP gave the or de r to bump 
off t hese pr isone r s . With t his I want to say t hat 
he t;ave the or der to the who l e crew. Immed a t ely 
a!'te r he had zi ven tho or de r " Commence firing 11 

, 

these prisoners were sho .t . l"I weapons used by 
the individua l per sons I om not abl e to say today 
any longer, I pe r sonally used my carb"" ne . 98 and 
shot about 4 to 5 rounds , which T fired at the 
hei.:;ht of the chest of on11 prisoner . I saw him 
,is well as t A other prisoners slump to the 
:;round, I am positive that th1:1 prison, rs wore 
dead because I conld not soe any o: the prisoners 
movin.:::; around or maYe any noise • • Ir.mediately after 
tr s shr,ot n"' ,•.•ns f n1 sted enterscharfuehrer KLIPP 
-Five the orrler to drive n1 • 

"This stotPrr.ent ~onslstl n:; of 5 na:;<>s v1a:1 
made by me voluntart l·r uninfluPnced by any duress, 
threats , coercion or promises of any kind . 

"I swear to ':"od thnt the flncts I have stated 
in this statement oro true and I am pre?"a red to 
r epeat sa,ne un1er oath be..,.ore ny court of .1ust1ce. 

( s1 •ned) \'/o lfcang ~ICFT3R 
16. 1 , 1946 



Subscribed and sworn to befor e me 
this 16th day o f April 1946 , 

Robert E , BYRNE 
1st Lt . JAGD11 

(Vlhe r eupon the statement was read i n German . ) 

,,m. ELOWITZ : Pro s ecut on offers in evidence 

a p icture affidavit executed by Wolfgang Richter 

l dentifying photos o r accused He in z Goedicke and 

Armin ~ echt and r eque st t ha t t hey be a ttached t o the 

rec ord and marke d P- 93 - B and P - 93 - C r e spective l y . 

(Where upon t he doc uments re f e rred t o wer e marked 

Pr o se cution Exhibits Nos P- 93 - P: and P - 93 - C r espect ve l y 

by the r er or te r . ) 

:C c!.NS:: comm l : On behal f of the defense 

t here i s no ob~ect:.on to the picture affidavi ts or 

necessity for r eadi n:; the s ame , and further 

s tipuloted that the rhotoi;raphs are t h ose of the 

accused , Goedicke and ITe ch t , 

PRESIDENT : There being no objec t ion the 

exhibitswi ll be adml t ted n evidence and wi l l be 

marked P- 93 - I! and P - 9~ - C respective l y . 

( 1'Jhereupon t ·1e documents referred to , ht1vin'.3 heen 

r reviouslir arked were received "'n ev '.dence as 

Prosecut on ";U) i b I ts nos . P - 93 - !3 and p _c.3 _,: and are 

a ttached hereto an-1 ade e Prt of tre record , ) 

Lf''!'l'TT'? C0 11'!)} 

:·r . Thon , ~ r'\ thP. course of our ~.nterr"_sa 

tlons at LP No . 2 Schwaeb i sch Hal l d d you over 

.:.nterroc;ate a or:0:1 by the name of ~ritz Gebauer? 

A Yes , I did , 

Q. Did he make a statement to you? 

A Yes , he did , 

(farry Thon - Redi r ect) 

1as 
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133,9sp Was it an oral or a written statement? 

A It wns firs t or al and i t was then written 

by h m in his own handwritlnt5 . 

Q Could you recognize Gebauer lf you saw him 

again? 

A Yes , I can . 

Q Will you l ook at the a.caused t o your l eft an.1 

see if you can identify Fritz Gebaue r? 

Yes . Fe :I.D tli.ero and he wears number 16 , 

!,!R . LO "IITZ: Prosecut on hands to the 

reporter a writ t en instrurnent and requests that it bo 

marked Prosecution 3:th bit o . 04 for identification. 

(Whereupon the document referr ed to was marked 

Prosecution .'.2:xhlbit o . 94 for identif cation by the 

rooorter . ) 

Q r::r . Thon , I hand you a written 1nstrurr.ent 

marked Prosecution ::l:xhib t no . 94 for ldenti.fication 

and asl< you to identify it if you can . 

A Yes. This in th '.3 statement of Fritz Gebauer . 

It v,as wri tton by h1m and si:3I:ed b· him . 

(:, , as it written and n ::ned i_n ynur !l' esence 

by /rltz Gebauer? 

wr t ns it'? 

A Yes , sir , I was. 

Q Is t'1at th" same 17ritz ':ebo.uer you hRve just 

tdentified? 

A Ves , "1"" '.s . 

1
:
1a.s the stat13rr.Pnt ..,ane volunta'!"i 1 .... 7 

(P.erry Thon - 'ed rect} 
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133 , l Osp Yes , it was . 

Q I:i id you subject •r tz Gebauer t o cruel and 

harsh tre a t me nt ln order t o obtain the statement ? 

A No , I did not . 

D d you mal{e any t hr ea ts or promi ses to Fritz 

Gebauer ? 

A No , I did no t , 

Q Was the statement sworn to ? 

A Yes , it is , 

Q. Who administe r ed the oath? 

A F rst Lt . Byrne . 

?ffi . EL0 1l/ITZ : Pr osecution of.rers n evidence 

its exhi bit o . 94 f or i dentif cation , reques ts that 

1 t be at t ached to the r ecord and marl!:ed Prosecution 

Exhibi t !To . 94 . 

LT . COL . D\'tIHLL : Defense objec ts to t he 

evidenc e on the grounris previ r-usly ate ted . 

PRESIDENT : Ob j ric ti on 1s overru l ed . Tho 

exhibit offer ed by t he pr osecut ion is ad.mi tted in. 

evidence and ,.·1111 be marked Exhib t P- 94 . 

{"ibereupon the docume n t referred to , havin,: been 

previ.-usly marked an.J. .ldent:!.f ed was received in 

evld 0 nce as Prosecution xhlbit !lo . P - 94 and 1s 

at t ached her eto erd 1rade a Art of t"'e record,) 

r~ . LO' rr Z: Proaecution off1'rs ·n ,,,,,v · dence 

a true and corr~ct trens}q :ion of' its exh bit P - 4 , 

requests that it bl: attacl-ied to tr'! rec ord and 

marked P - 94 - A. 

(Whereupon the documl"!nt r erred to was warked 

Prosecution ...;xhibit lo . P - 94 -A by the rerorter . ) 

DEF .... s-- c:.. ·~rs- L: No o}-, jl='ctlon on behalr 

(Ilarry Thon - Red· rsct) 



133 , llsp of the defense . 

PRESIDE T: There bein,5 no .objection the 

exhibi t will be admitted in evidence and wi l l be 

mar ked P- 94 - A. 

(\'/hereupon the document rererred to , having been 

previously marked was rece:l.ved l n evidence as Prosecu 

tion Exhlbi t l\~o . P - 94 - A and :ls attached and made a 

part of the record ,) 

rm . ? LOWITZ : Permission is requested of t.he 

Court for prosecution to r ead 1 ts exhibit P - 94 - A. 

PRES IDSUT : Gr anted . 

( 
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Toke 134 
June 4•B•l 

(~l!t reupon Prosecution Exhibit No . P-94-A waa read to the Court, u 

follow• a) 

"I, Frih GEBAUER having baen duly aworn upon oath make 
trut following statement, 

"During the EIFEL campaign in December 19!w. I wu Grena 
dier in the hth ple.toon, 11th company, III (Annored) Bat
talion, 2nd Pannr Grenadier Regiment, LSS.&H. 

"In the night 15th to 16th December 1944, prior to the 
start of the EIFEL campaign, Ober1tunnf'uehrer Heint TOIIRART 
delivared a 11peeoh to ua in which amongst other thing•, he 
gave ua the order not t o tt1.ke any priaoners of war, and to 
bump off civilians who show themselves at doors or wi ndow,. 
llllD.ediately thereup on lll'e took off for the campaign and we 
drove throur;h numerous villagea the names of which I only he.ve 
a dim recollection. Nevertheleu, I know that we entered LA 
GLE I ZE on 18th December 1944. About five o 1 clock in the after
noon of this day the foll owing took place, 

"If one dr i ves from LA GLEIZE i.n the direction of 
CHENEUX . on the l eft hand aide of the r oad a church ia ai tu
llted wh \ch ia surrounded by • wdl. At this time I l'IOUl d like 
to suppl ement that 4 SFW1 a of our 11t h company drove t ogethe r . 
Aa far aa I can remember the SN1 a we r e l ed by Rottenfuehrer 
Mn.x FREIMUTH , Unterscharfuehrer RULAND . Rottenfuehrer SUD
LACKI, and Untersoharfuehrer Walter WIELFER . I, end the fol 
lowing other per1on1. drove i n Untor acha r tuehrer WIELF'ER' a 
SP'N1 Rottenfuehrer Theo RAUH, Gren . Ot to WALTER . Gren . Ekehart 
SCHMIT, Gren . Hermann GROT, Gren. Welter KRAUSE , Gr en, Willi 
KOECHEL • Gren . Fritz RAU. 

"These 4 above mentioned SFW1 s stopped in front of this 
mentioned wall which surrounded the church, and indeed as far 
u I can remember, on the ri ght hand aide of the street . rm
med iately in front of this wall s t ood about 15 Ame r ican prison
ers of war wi th a nna ra i sed and hands c l a sped behind their 
heads. I know that they we.re Ame rion.na beoau&o I knO'lf the 
Ame r ican uniform which was worn by these people. I am. not 
ab l e to remember f u rthe r de tails but I know tha t suddenly 
Unteraoh~rfuehr er WIELFER gave ua the or der to shoot then 
pri soner s . Which we apons they uaed for it I can 1 t aay f o r 
certain any l onger. I personally ueed a car bine .98 and fired 
~ shots. I f i r ed my four shots at one priaoner of wa r , and I 
aimed st t h e neck, And I am certflin that the man waa dead bo
oauae I uw him !'all ing and ho neither moved nor l'!'loaned after 
he had llu:nped to the gro1Jnd, 

"Immediately thereupon we recelved the o rder to drive on . 
I would also like to state that before we drove on ngain I 
asked Unterscharf uehr er WILFKR whethe r the prisoner• of war 
were dead . He answ• red me ' I f one of them la s till alive it 
doHn 1 t matte r - he ' 11 die alright . 1 

"About an hou r and a half later, it coul d have been 
be tween 7 i,.nd 8 o 'clock in the evening of t h11 18th D4ce?tlbflr 
19LL. , we ruched a house 1hortly bu!'ore Clll:JiEUX which was on 
the left hMd aide of t h e road , and opposite of 1'h ich were 
about 4 or 5 tonks parlred, Di r ectly in front of th!B houae, 
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therefore on the left of t he road wh ich leads to CHE?IEUX. 
stood about }O t o 40 Ame r ican priaonere of war. These 
Americans stood quietl y• thei r hand e cle.aped behind thei r 
heads and gave no cause that one shoul d a hoot them. Never 
the).ou Unte rsoherf\u,hrer iULFER iuued orders t o us to 
shoot these priaouers . Again the whole c rew or our Sffi shot 
with the exception of Theo RAUH . However . other SRJ1 s shot 
aa well .. who wa.a shooting fran theae other SPW1 a which •er e 
parked here I am not 11ble to uy f or aorta.in. However . I 
know that I a gain fired at · th ia ahootfog with my Csrbine .98 
at one priaoner and at thi11 occni:iion I fired f 1ve shots a.t 
t his man. I aimed at the ches t and the hefl.d of the Americ &n 
and aaw hi m being hi t and s l ump ing to the ground, and he didn 1 t 
move 11ny more . 

" I have prepared a sketch for a better i lluetre tion ' of 
~ sta tement 11nd this is me.rked Document 'A' end e.tteehed 
he r eto . Document ' A' ahowa the place of the shooting st the 
church in LA GLEIZE and the numbers the r eon indiceter 

No . 1. Our SR'T (Commandant Uaeha lfILFER) 
2 . Church of LA GLEJZE 
3. \'fall surroundi ng the church 
4. Amer ican prisonere or war 

"Further• I have prepared e. second sketch which I have 
merked Document ' B' and ftleo a t tached to my statement . Docu
ment shows the place of aho9t:1ng in the vicinity of1 B1 

CHENEUX and the number, t hor e on lnd1cate: 

No . 1. Our SPtV ( Comnandant Uacha WILFER) 
2 . House in fr ont of which the priEonere stood 
3. American prhonera of war 
4. Gtirman tank 

"Thie statement oonsht int of 5 pages and two ske tches 
waa made by me vol unteri l y , uninfluenoed by dureae, coerci on , 
threat, or promise or reward of any nature .

0 
"I Bl'l'el'lr to God that the facts I have etated in this 

s tatement ere true and I am ready to repoot ee.me bofor e any 
court of justice. 

Fritz GEBAUER 
16 April 1946 

"Subacribed and aworn to 
before me thia 1 6th day of April 1946 . 

ROBERT E. BYRNE 
ht Lt . JAGD" 

(Whe•eupon the statemeDt 1'91 reed i n Genun by the interp:reter . ) 

QUES TIONS BY MR . ELCffl'ITZ (Continued) 1 

Q Mr. Thon. in the courae of your interrogations at IP No , 2 at 

Schwaebiach Hall , did you ever interrogate a peraon by the name of Fritz 

Rau? 
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A Yes , I did, air. 

MR . ELOOITZr May it pleue t he Court, at thla time the ProHoution 

des i res t o poi nt out there ar e two eoou1ed named Rau , both of 'Whose 

names c.ro pronounced exactly alike . The spelling b •light l y ,similar. 

The Proaeoution desires the privilege to identify each_Rau by hi• fi rst 

n&me wher ever his name appears in these p r oce edings. 

Q Mr. Thon, did Frit% Raµ ever make l'l s tatement t o you? 

A Yes, eir , he d i d. 

Q Was the statement ord or written ? 

A It wu firs·t oral, end t hen it WM written by him in his 

hand'l'lriting . 

q Could you r ecognize the said Fritz Rau if you sew him ~gain? 

A Yes , I can . 

'Q. Taki! a l ook at t he oceul!led on your left and state the nwnber 

he is wearing . 

A He is wear ing no . 46 . 

PRESIDENT: No. 46, s tand up , -- Sit down . 

MR . ELCJIVITZ: The Prosecut ion hand• t he reporter a written instru

ment and requests th9.t it be marked Prosecuti on Exhibit P~5 for I d entif.. 

( i cction . 

(Whor au en ~~o docwen t \'rn s marke d Pros ecu tion Exhibit No , P-95 fn r 

I dentif ication by the reporter.) 

Q }Jr, Thon~ J he.nd you a written ihatrw.ent marked Prosecut ion 

E}Chibit No , P-95 f or I dentifJcatlon e.nd 'aok you to i dent ify it if y ou ca.n . 

A Yes . TI1is is t he written at ..,teintint; of Fritt Re.u, It wu 

wr itten by him end sicned by him, 

Q Wu it wri tten w,d sie:ned by Fr itt. Re.u in you r pr esence ? 

A Yes , it was. 

Q Wes t he Fr itz Rau who wrote and signed tte.t etet ement the u me 

Fr1 t z R!I.U you have just identif iedf 

A Yee ~ he is . 
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Q Wu the ata tment made "t'ol untarily t 

1. Yea . 

Q Did you aubjeot Fr i ti Rau to c r uel and harah treatment t o 

obt ain t he atatementt 

A No, I d i d not. 

Q Did you make any threat• or promiaee t o Fr i t& Rau to obt ain 

t he a tetement? 

A No , s i r . 

Q Wae the statement eworn t o? 

A TH , i t WU . 

Q Do you know who adminiatered the oath t 

A Capt . Shum.acker . 

MR . ELCIJITZi The Proaeoution offera in evidenoti its Exhibit P-95 

for ldentifJcetion , requests thet it ba attached to the record and marked 

Prosecution Exhibit No , p-95. 

LT. COL. DWINELLt The Defanae objecta to the evidence on the 

gr ounda previously- stated . 

PRESIDENT: Objection ie overruled . The exhibit offered by the 

Proeecution is admitted in evide11ee end will be marked Proi.ecution Exhipit 

No . P-95 , 

(Whereupon the document referred to • having been 9r~viouely marked 

end ident ified, was received in evidence ea Proaecution Exhibit No. P-95 

snd la attaiched haretx, and made o part of the record.) 

MR . ELOWITZ1 The Proaecution ortar1 in evidence a true and correct 

E:ngliah tran1lation of 1ta Exhibit no. P-95, requHt1 that it be attached 

to the record and !llf.lrked Proaeoution Exhibit No, P-95-A, 

DE!i'ENSE1 On. behalf of the Defense, there is no objection . 

PRESIDENT1 Thera. being no objection, the exhibit offered by the 

Prosttcution ia admitted in •TI.dance and will be mar'k:ed Prosecution Exhibit 

No , P-95-A, 

(Whereupon the document referred to ••• mariced and recei"f'ed in evi-



- . 

dence H Prosecution Exhibit No. P-95-A and ia nttached hereto 111d made 11 

pllrt of the record.) 

MR. ELotr!TZ1 Permiuion ia requested of the Court for the Proaeou

tion to read Exhibit No. P-95-A. 

PRF.SIDENT1 Granted. 

(Whereupon Prosecution Exhibit Wo. P-95-A was read to the Court, u 

f ol101111) 

"I, Fritz R>~U, being first duly eworn , make the following
1tat eme nt under oath1 

"During the EIFEL offensive in Dfloem.ber 1944 I wu in t he 
4th Phtoon of the 11th Comp~riy, 3rd Panzer Gnnad ier Battalion , 
2nd Pan Hr Grenadier Regiment , IBSAH. During the EITEL offena 
he ~ rank was Schuetze. Prior to the EIFEL offensive , it was 
in t he night 15 -16 December 1944, t he Company Commander, Ober
sturmfuehr e r Heinz THO.MHARDT 'uaembled the whole 11t h Company 
f or an orientation, on which oocuion he aeid appr oximate l y the 
fo llowing: 

"'This coming offenaive is of tremend ous importance . The 
reoccupation of France by u.a wi'l1 depend upon it. We wi ll have 
the aid of the a i r f or ce and we will do honor unto our divis ion . 
We will not have ti.me to make priaonera of war 11.nd aleo civil
hns who show themse l ves wi ll be bumped off. 1 

11
The above spee ch was held by TltmlHARDT in our bivouac 

area in the woods of BLANKENHEI M, For cla r ification I hs.ve 
made s sketch which I have mar ke d Exhibit 'A' and which iB a 
pa r t he r eof. 

" I remember thet our Da rt of the oolumn left STAVELOT 
about 11 0 1 c l ock in t he mo Ml n g of 18 December 1944 in the 
direc tion of LA. GLEIZE. To my recollec tion, the o rder of march 
was 1u f ol lQ111'1 t 

3rd Phtoon 9th Panzer Pioneer Company 
li t Pb toon 11 th Company) 
3rd Pl stoon 11th Company) Panur Orenadhr s 
4th Plstoon 11th Company) 

10th Company {Psnur-Or enadhra) 

"Tho firat shooting I u w waa committed by Rottenfuehrer 
?.ax FREIMUTH, 2nd Phtoon, 11th Company. After riding approx!~ 
mately an hour and a halt from STAVELOT :tn the dinction of L4 
GLEIZE, we paned FREIMUTH' 1 vehicle which was moving slowly 
a.lent the road. Ia front of a houae about 30 meters to tho 
left of the road , as one drivea in the direction of LA OLEI ZE , 
two civilians , who were about 40 to 50 years old , were working . 
I aaw them stop working , turn around and watch our vehicle• • 
Then I aaw 'FREI MUTH , who wu sit tirlg i n t he r ight front aeat 
of the SFW, arise. turn toward• the civilhna and •hoot at them . 
I n my opini on , he emptied t he whole magaz i ne , which contained 
32 rounds , into thou people. I bue 111.y auumption on the length 
of time which FREiutn'B needed for the ahooting. I u w how thoae 
people were hit and fell to the ground . Thia happened while hie 
vehiole w111,s moving do.pg at apprcl::lmately five kt l ometera per 
hour, I know that it wu FREIJIUTII becauae I know him by light 



.,• 
and beoause he wu a member or aiy- oomp•ny. I did not see that 
a vehicle atopped in order to uoertl'l.in whether or not those 
oivil111.n11 were dead. 

"I have made n sketch 1'h.1oh I hav& marked Exhibit ' B' f or 
olarifice.tion of the above at,i,temont and ha ve mada it a part 
hereof . 

"The next shooting I uw in LA GLEIZE on December 18 1944 
around 5 o 1 olock in t he afternoon. At thia tini.o only 4 SRI'• 
wer e driving together. The crew of the SFW•• were approxi .. 
mately as fol lowa 1 

1. SPK 
Rottenfuohre r Max FREI MUTH 
Grenadier Fri h GRUENEWALD 

2 . SP!f 
Unteracherfuehrer ROHUJID 
Gr enadfor Harold WEDEKIND 
Grenadier AGATHE 
Sturmmann BAEHR 
Grenadie r PLII~TER 
Grenadi er RI CHTER 

3. SPW 
Rottenf ue hrer ZABLOECKY 
Orsnadier Henrich BUG 
Grenadier SCHROEDER 
Grenad ier ZI ETZ 
Untersoharfuehrer Rudi REIBER 

4. Sl'II 
Unteracharf uohrl"lr Walter lrILFER 
Rotter1f uehrer Theo RAUH 
GrenadiE:,r Otto WALTER 
Grenadier Eokehardt SCHJJIDT 
Grenadier Hermann GROTH 
Grenadier Walter KRAUSE 
Gr ene.dier Willi RACHEL 
Gr ena.dier Fr i tz GEHBAUE R 
Gren11dier Fr itz RAU 

These a r o all the first end eurnnmee of the crew as far 1111 I 
oan r e:nomber . As we entered LA GLEIZE there Wlll!I a church on 
the laft- h&nd side of the r oad and in front of this church 
wu a wall enc! in front of the wall stood t he 15 American 
prisoners of wo.r . ?h,ey w1>re ete.nding there quietly in one 
r01I' . their l".ands olaaped behir.d thoir huds. I know that t.hey 
were An:.ericana for I had eeen pioturu cf American soldier• in 
A magotine and furthermor&. the older comrade• in our company
to l d ua . We • l..>prcci. i n tront of thi ,; church on order. ot 
Ober11ohartuehrer REIHl~'II , who at that time we.a taking CO'llpany 
Commander TOJ.fiiA.RDT ' • place . We backed up about five meter• , 
stopped and the tint -prisoner ot war wu e.bout tn lino with 
the motor of our sm about six :r.obrs to our left as one 
travels in t)lo direction of CHENEUX, There wn a.n o!'fi~ec 
atandir.g :,n the right:-,and side of the street in front of a 
graden "Wall . I believe it was U'nteraturmfuehrer KI?IDE'11!1AN?l , 
to whom REIER.~ went and ht:!J a converao t i on. What they were 
talking about I could not undere tand . Ho re turned after r fn 
minutes· and gave the order to the Group Lee~ers to b~p off the 
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priooners of war . Our Group Leader. Untorsoharf'uehrer WILFER, 
'gave the cr ew or our voh:lclo the o rder t o f ire. The only man 
in our crew lt'ho . d id not fire ot this location we.a the d r i vor • 
Thao RAUH, WILFER eho t about 32 rounds into the prisoners 
with the it.Pi •• Gronadier KRAUSE with a rifle K-98, 5 ro unde, 
Grenadier BEHl3AUER, and I with the acme wee.pen, als o about 
fl ve rounds , as we11 aa RECHb'.L. Grenadier GROTH had an 08 
phtol and ahot approximately 7 rounds into the prisone r£• 
Grenadie rs WALTER aod SCHULDT Shot with the JJ.G. into the 
prioonere of war , I beliove I heard 30 to 40 rounds. I els o 
heard firing from the vehicle in which ZABLOECKY rode and alee 
from the SPH of Unterschufuehrer RUm.ANO. I did not !Be •ho 
shot but I heard an ,M,G , of Untersoharfuehrer RUHLA.ND 1 s SFW 
belng fired, Aiming di.rectly et the heart, 1 ftred five shote 
at throe or four men. I was not ellowed ·to dismount from the 
vehio l e and to determine whether t he poople we re dead but I am 
oorte.in thBt tho pris oner s of wai:: were dead because I saw them 
f al 1 over and they no longe r nl.oved. Right after t he shooting 
GElIBA.UER asked 1 'Are they dead ? 1 rmd Unte ra oht\r f ueh rer llTLFER 
answe red appro:d.mat ~lyt 1 1 t do e s not moke any difference whethe r 
t hey are dend ; they "ill die All r ight ,' 

n,'.bout 15 meters in front of me a nd directly in front of 
Unterscharfuehrer RUiiLAlID' s sm, I saw t he SPi/ of FREilfU'l'H 
right across frcm the chur ch in the middle of the street , The 
church was on the corner. In front of t his church stood about 
20 to 25 Amer ican prisone rs of war , tholr hnnd s clasped behind 
t heir h eads . Some of the11. were wearing steel helmets, others 
were not . About o ne or two m.inu t e a after we had shot those 
fifteen prisoner s of war, I sew e nd heard how the y shot from 
FREIMUTH' 8 vehJ.cle int o these 20 to 25 prisone r s of war . I 
also sew how the first people fe ll to the ground and since I 
then sat down on m:y seat ne xt to the driver, my view was ob -
struoted by the o the r veh i oles and theref'ore I coul d no t see 
everything . I heard f urthe r shootln& while I lfas sitting t here 
and specificelly froa rifles , M. o . • a and pistol s . I saw one 
men of t his SPH who 'WSS stand in& erect and fired, This wss 
FRI.UMUTHJ tho others were res tlng their wespons on the top edgt1 
and were in a kneeling positio:i so I oould not recognize the i r 
f acos . As far as I cnn remflmber, FREI MUTH , in t he shootinc; of 
the s e !lris oners of war , was us i ni a ma ch ine p ist ol. How many 
shots h~ fired I don • t know. Immedhtely afte r t he f i rin g ha d 
ceased , we drove on . 

" I h ave ffl!\de two sketc hes which I have marke d Exhibit ' C' 
and for cl arification of the above •tatement am are made a1 D1 

psrt he r eof . 

"About an hour and & half later, around 6-7 o'clock in the 
evening of 18 December 1944, I aaw 1hortly before CH~, four 
to five bnks which were atarlfilng on the r ir;htha nd alde of the 
rond in front of a hous e. The house itself was standing on the 
l efthand side of the road . Di rec tly in front of the house stoo d 
abou t 30 t o 4') American p r isoners o f wa r who ha d c l asr ed 1;heir 
ha nd s behind thei r he ada , acme with, some without ateel he l mets . 
A.bout 20 meters p --.st the house , a amal l r oed fo r ked off t o the 
left. Our fou r above mentioned S?tf1 s ( FREI VUTP, RUHLAND , REIRER 
and WILFER ) stopped direc tly i n front of t he h ouse by the t anks 
on the ri&hthand side of t he r oad a id the priloners of war. 
Approxirrntely 20 meters aw9¥, in I\ field • hich 1.a on the rie;ht
hanct s ide of this road fork , I aaw 5 to 6 Germ&n officers standing . 
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It waa dark but ocoHionally llhsn thsy lit a cigarette, I 
could aee that they were wearing leether j11oketa. Thsrefor/3 1 

I lmow th11t they were tank offioera but I could not reoognhe 
them. Af'ter we h11d stood there about 10 minutes, REIHER 
went to those officers, talked with thsrn for about 15 minutes, 
returned to his SPW and called hh croup l e aders to him. He 
then talked with them for about 20 minutlu and then the group 
leftd1tr11 r oturned to their vehiolea. When our Group Leader 
lt'ILFER retumed, he said, 1 Theao priaonera of war wi ll have to 
be bumped ot'f 1 and he gan us the order to fire, REIHER' a Bfff 
1tuted to shoot, not only with riflea and phtola, but aleo 
with the 20 mn. A.A. gun. 

"As far as I O M rerr.ember, 3 to 4 magar.inea , each with 5 
r oWldl , were fired i nto the p r isoners "1th thie les t mentioned 
gun. Howevor , e.11 four SFYf'a fired, From our vehic le, every
body, with the exception of t he driver, Theo RA.UH , ahot again . 
RAUH aaid to me:' 1When you shoo t , shoot accurately .' By thil 
he meant I shoul d not Let the people suffer e.nd I should kill 
them inet!!lltaneously. I aimed at the heart and shot down three . 
'nle other two r ounds I fired at two Americana who l'fere l ying 
on the ground writhing, s o they would not hnve to suffer any 
l onger , and I am sure that they "Were dead after I shot them. 
Grenadier RECHEL , at the begi.nning, fired only t hree roundA , 
but I ca n rsmember that he fi red two more ahota at two priaone ra 
who were l ying on the ground and were still turn lng after the 
rM.in shooting had ended. 

"Attar approximately 10 minutes we drove on and I &m sure 
that llll these prisoners wor~ de8d for I did not hear 1myone 
moMing or crying , nor did I see thou pris oners 1till writhicg 
or moving, 

"To the best of my knowlodge, at all these ahootinca mon
tioned by me, I cannot r ecall nny reeson that would ha ve givei:: 
cause to ahoot t hese people, The s ol die rs were standing there 
quiet l y and d id not give the impreaaion tha t t he y were trying 
t o ea cape , 

"On 20 December 1944, while I was i n t he ai d stati on in 
e cutle betwtl en LA GLEIZE and STOIDJONT , I heard the following 
story f ran Gr enad ie r Heinr i ch BUG, who during t he EIFEL Offens
ive, was rid ing in ZABLOECKY1 s SPR 1 'In the woods in the vi 
cinity of the castle , approximately 20 meters f r om the oastlo , 
Unterech.ar fuehrer mrdLAND bumped of:f 4 .American priaonere of 
war .' BUG to l d m& this and ZABLOECKY in turn had told him. 
Grenadier BUG himself did not witneaa the shooting . BOG was 
taken priloner togethe r ftith ma but I have not aeen hin 1ince 
2L. December 1944. I recall that on 19 DeoelT'ber 19414, about S 
or 9 o 1 clock 1.n the morning , I recall having seen RUHLAND near 
a. house belong ing to the cutle with 4 or 5 A!ll.erican priaoner• 
of war. I saw thil u RECHEL and I were carrying Grenadier 
Ger a.rd WEGENER of the 11th Pan,. Gren. Komp. into t ho oast).e 
to the aid station , as he wu wounded, I auums that t ea were 
the prisoner• tlv1t were bumped off by RUHLAND . I can r emember 
anoth8r shooting which ooourred near a road crouing bef ore 
ENGELSDORF. I can r ems:i.ber this l"Olld oron ing exactl y for 
the r e I got to amoke the ftr11t American oi guettea , I also 
aaw a houae atand ing on the corner H.d next to this hou•e in a 
pasture stood eppr oximetely 25 A.me r icen p!"iaonera . Before we 
entered t.he curve t., the 1aft 'Which leads to,.arda ENGELSDORF, 



we stopped and that wu juat about 25 meter• befor e the curn. 
We only stopped for a moment and on thia occasion I uw an 
American soldier who wes wounded on the thigh on the righthand 
Side of the road lying in a ditdh. Apparently he we.a in pain 
for he was moan i ng and groaning. Unterachar1'uehrer WILFER 
thon called Grenadier RUDOLF, a chief guru:u1r in the 4th Platoon 
of the 11th P1. Or . Komp. and told him, ' Give him the mercy 
ahot . 1 We drove on and I did not 1titneu the ahooting , but I 
did haar when Grenadier RUDOLF reported to Unterachar1'uehrer 
WILFER on 18 December 1944 that he had carried out the order 
and that he had shot the priaoner. Eynitneaua to this shoot
ing were Grenadier RUOOLF SCHAEDLER and Sturm.m1u1n EI TZ9JEILER, 
who Were both riding in the SN with RUDOLF, For olarifioati on 
of the above atatement, I havo mede three more aketohaa , 1thich 
I have marked Exhibit 'E1 , , 11nd , G1 , end which are a part1 F1 

he:-eot . 

"This stetement , conatatlng of 17 pages and 7 sketchea 
1to.s mo.de by me vo lunterily in my own handwriting. I 1t11.J not 
influenced by any toroe, duress or threata , nei t her was I M!ld e 
any p romises whatsoeve r . I swear that the facts which I have 
set f orth in thls & tatement ere the truth and I am prepared to 
repeat them under oath before any court of juattce . 

FRITZ RAU 
12 Mt:1rch 1946 

"S1torn to a nd subscribed be-f ore 
me this 12th day of March 1946 
at Sohwabiach na.11, Ger . 

RI.PHAEL SH1Jl,IACKER 
Ce.pt CMP" 

{Wher eupon ' the statement was read in Ge r mRn by t he interpreter . ) 

.. 
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PBOSECUTI ON (Mr. Ellowita) 1 The proaecu.

tion offera into evidence a picture affidavit executed b7 J'ritz 

Bau of the accused 'l'homhardt and requuta that it be attached 

to the record e.nd ma.rked Proaecution Exhibit llo. 95 !. 

DEFENSE: On behalf of the defenee , there 

1a no objection to the p icture affidavit offered a t thiB time 

by the Proeecutton, nor iathere any necesait:, for reading the 

aame, and it is further stipul ated that the photograph appea.r

ing thereon is that of t he accused Thomhar dt. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection by 

the defense, the p icture a f fidLLvi t offered into evidence b7 

the pr osecution will bo accep ted into ev l dence by the c our t 

and noted as Pro secution Exhibit Yo . 95 B. 

PROSECUTION: You may croos-examine . 

DEFENSE : The defense has no que s tiono at 

tbie tlme. 

PRESI DENT : Are there any questions by aey 

member of the court of this witneae? 

(There being no further que etiona, the 

witneBB va a excused and r e1umed hia position . ) 

PROSECUTION (Mr. Ellovit z) : The roaecu

tion r ecalls Captain Schumacher. 

C.A.?TAIN R.lPHAEL SCHUMA.Cmm., recalled as a 

vi tnasa by t he Prosecution, was reminded that he we.e still un

der oat h , 

(\/hereupon the queetion1, aneve r i,; and dther 

pr oceedi ngs were i nt erpr eted to the accuaed. ) 

. .. 
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P.E Dlill)OT EUMJN.I.TION ,----, 
(!UJ:STJOl!S ~y THE PROSl:CUTION (Mr. ElloYits) I

I Q. In t he course of your a111&n1nent a t Schwabiach Hall , 

di d ;rou have occaaion to interr ogate a peraon b7 the name of 

Herbert St ock:? 

A I did, 

Q. Did. he make a 1t1:1.te1nent to you? 

A He d i d. 

Q. Waa this sta tement or a l or written? 

A First ore.l and t hen writ ten: St ock had been f irst 

interrcgated by one of the other interrogators and I re-interr

ogated him. 

Q, Could you identify Herbert Stock, if you we r e to see 

him eca.int 

A Yes . 

Q. Woul d you l ook a t the accused on ;your l eft and point 

out He rbert St ock, if you cant 

A Yes , St ock ia wee.ring number 64 , 

PBESI DEHT : N'Umber 64, Stand up •.. sit d own. 

~pRQSECUTIOH (Kr , Ellowitz) : The pr osecution 

( bands the r eport er Prosecution Exhi b i t nu.abe r 96 , fo r identif ica

tion and r equests that it be ao no t ed by t he r eporter. 

(Whereupon "Prosecution Exhibit number 96, 

fo r i dent1ficat1on11 , va s mar ked b7 t he reporter a a reques ted, ) 

Q, Cap t a i n Schumacher , I band you a do cUllent noted as 

"Pro secution :E.xhibit No , 96 , for i dentification" and ask 7ou 

t o identify i t , i:f' 7ou can? 

A Ye e, this ta the written sta t ement made by Herbert 

Stock. 



Q, Whote signature appean at the end of the atatement? 

A The a1t::nature of Herbert Stock, 

Q, Waa it written and •i&ned in ;your presence! 

A I was not preaent all the time du.r i n& thia interr-

ogation, but I was present at the time it was signed. 

Q. Was the statement made volunturlly"! 

J. It waa , 

Q. Did you subject Herbert Stock to any- harsh, crnel, 

or inhuman treat ment t o obtain thil statement! 

A lfo. 

Q. Ia this t he Herbert Stock who 1ienad tbia sta teme nt the 

same Serber t Stock you heve Ju s t identified? 

A Yea , sir. 

PliOSECUTION (Kr. Ellowit:z:); The Proeecu

tlon offers into evidence the document previously marked "Proa

ecution Exhibit 96, for identification" and requests that it 

be a tta ched to the r ecord and noted aa "Prosecution Exhibit 96 11 • 

DEFEMSE (Lt Col Dwinell); The defense ob

jects t o the introduction of thia ata teiuent, on the gr ounds 

prev i ously stated. 

PP..ESIDENT: The object ion la overruled , 

and the document will be accepted into ev idence by the cour t 

and noted as Prosecution Exhibit 96 . 

PROSEC~TTIOU (Mr , Ellowitz): The Prosecu

tion offers into evidence a true and correct Etll;lilb transla

tion of Prosecution Exhibit 96, to be Mrlted Prosecutiou Exhi

bit 96 A, and to be attached to the record. 

DEFEUSE: The defense ha.a :11.0 objection. 

PRJ:SIDENT: There beine no objection, the 
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translation offered into evidence by the Prosecution i s admitted 

into evidence by the court and' Will be marked Prosecut1on1s 

Exhibit 96-1. and attached to the record. 

The court Will reoese until 1030 hours• 

(Whereupon the court took a recess at 1000 hours.)

L 
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(Whereupon the court reconvened at 1030 hourl!le) 

PROSECU'l'IDN1 It the Court please, let the record 

show thl.t all the members of the Court are present, all the 

mombera of the Proeeoution are preeant, all tho membere or 

the Dotense are present, w1 th the exception of )t-. Strong and 

Dre t,ailine:, absent on bU31nesa of the Defense, all the 

dehndants and the :reporter are present. 

IE. EI.OlfITZt Proaecutien recalls captain Shwnacker. 

captain RAPHAEL SHUAtA.CKER, called as • wiU'l.ess !or 

tha Prosecution resumed the stand. 

lfi. ELOWITZt Captain Shumaoker , you are r eminded that 

you are etill under oath. (Reading Proseoutionte Exhibit P-96"•) 

"I, H8rbert STOCI, beil'lg first duly eworn , make 
the .following s tat ement under oath, 

"During the EIF'EL Of f ensive ln !lecemOOr 191'4 
I was a Sturmmann in t he 2nd Platoon or tJJ.e 11th 
Panzer Grenadier ComplU\Y, 3rd Battalion., 2nd Panzer 
Grenadier Reeiment , LA.He ~ Com;;,av Com:narxier us 
Obarsturmf'uehrer Heinz TOMHAFM. I had been a memba-
ot thie comp!lny since September 1944.. ~ platoon l eader 
was Hauptsobarfuehrer HENDEL. 

"I have been :!!hown a mf.p of Central Europe, 
11100 ,000 a.s., o.s., 4416 BoM, Sheet s.1. I have 
been shown n n.ip o.f BELGIUM and Northeast PRANCE, 
111001000 Q. S., O. S., No. t.4.)6, Merohe , Sbei,t 13e 
In tlli ststemant all ref er ences by coordinates to 
towns, cross roads , etc. will be t aken trom t.hase 
maps . 

"On 14 December" 1944. our ool!lpO.JV reached t he 
VtJREL Wood8. (Bonn, 22-08) . Tha:!le woods are near the 
town of NETTERSHEIII (Bonn 21.6-11) . 

•On the nl{lht of 15 Deeo,nber 19h4 at about 2JJO 
hours, our Compaey- Commander had the oo~ assembled 
&nd 1n.forlll9d us that n were going into the of:fanaive. 
Amo"i other things , he also told us that pursuant to a,1 
or der M tad received from above , we would tight 
recklssaly and ruthlessly- and that no prisoners of war 
would be taken. Around midnight of the same night we 
left \ ha JlUREI, forest and proceeded in the direction 
of BUNmlHEIII (Bonn 2.3--05) • In the SPW 111th .., ware 
the following mm. 1 tmteracharfuf'lhrer KA?,'lillf, un.terl!lohartuehrer 
SimW!D, Sturnmann KUMPF , Sturmma.nn BERTHOID, Grenadier 
H.\EHNEL, Grenadier SONNXB:>FN and Grenadier SCHUHMA.NN. 
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•Our route ot. maroh towarda thl!I t:ront ns through 

lWILEII (Bonn 15.4-99.6), STADTIILL (Bonn 14.2-95.3), 
JIJ!O!ll!JIBU!IO (Bonn lOoS-9702), HALIBCIILAO (Bom 0708-9$09), 
U8HEDI (Bonn 0303--96.6), llllm'BID (BoM 96.8-99.2), 
BUEJ.LIHG!II (Bonn 9$02-02) , SCHOPPl!JI (Bonn 69• .3-0002), 
OIIDl!IIVAL (Bonn 6$.l-OCol), Tl!IRIJ[)NT (Bonn 63,.3-00,2), 
LIOIIJ!UVILLE (!IIOEIBDORl") (Bonn 60os-99o3), SU.VEIDT 
(-oho 749-01.2), LA OLElZE (lllrcho 6$07-03), 
CHBIIEOX (-che 630 7-04li) back to LA OLElZE, thence / 
to MOUJIJIIT (-oho 6209-02,6) thence to LA OLElZE 
again. In the LA. OLEJ2Z..CHl!NEOX-STOUl()NT •aotor we 
m:,ved back and forth from town to town and I do not 
Jl8l.ll to •tt7 tta t the order in whilh w llk>Vad bl'ltwe111 these 
three villages n.a exaotq' aa c:tvai above , but 1t ll 
eubetantiall¥ oorreot. 

"We •pent the night of 16 Deo0111borl944 in a field 
before IOSHEIM, where W9 reMined until approximately 
0430 hours ot 17 Deoe:n'oer 191w. We passed through 
IDNSFELD aro\Uld 06oo hours and arrived in BUELLINGliN 
around 08oo, I remember that there was m American 
gaaollll9 depot in BUELLING!N where we refueled.. Fro11. 
BUELLINGDI w proceeded in the direction of SCR>PPF.Jf 
and from. there to ONDl!2fVA.L and thence to THIRDDNT,. 
From THIRIWNT 1n1 t r avelled in a northwestwardly 
direotion until we came out on a road leading f'ro• 
MAJJOmr to WA.Ilm3 . Wh9Il we r eaobed t his WATI!ES road 
we turmd to our left M.d travelled wastnrdly a tn 
hundred meters until we came to a road intersection 
whioh I have located on the Bonn mp above referred to 
at coordinates si.s-02, From this interaeotion a road 
lG&de northwestwardly to MALMJIDYJ a road leade northeas t
wardly to WADmSJ annther road lea.di 1outhlfflrdly to 
LlllNEUVIl.LE (mlOEL'3DORF) and St. Vith, 

".A.!'tar making a left turn at this intarseotion to 
proceed in the direction of LIDNEUVILIE (ENGEIBOORF) 
I observed t his scener Tbare we.a a house l ocated on 
our rlghthand side or the road after making a l eft tum ; 
there was an American truck h eaded in the direction <!. 
MA.LKEIJI parked on the road just north ~ the intersection; 
there was e. colwm. of about 20 American t rucks on our 
right.hand side of the road south ot t he intersection headed 
to""rdo LIONEUVIl.LE (mlGJrulOORF)o I obeorved -rioan 
soldiers standing nesr the:1r vehicles and some marching 
towarda t he intersection with t t'i.ttir hando uprais&d. . I saw 
and l's.u-d no shooting at these pri.aorlers while I was a t 

:~:ac=r:f~en"~2~~:=r~ntt~~~!
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"From the cronsroade we travelled souttnm.rdly t,e, 
LIDNEUVILLE (m10EL'3DORF) . !lhile in LIONEUVIlJ,E (ENGEISDORF) 
I was able to knock out an anem;y tank from which we were 
receiving fire with 1lf3' PA;"zerfaust. 

"From mmEISOORF we travelled in the direction rl 
STAVEI.O't' and spent the n;teht o! 17 December in a vety small 
village just before reaching STAVEID'l', on the mom.1.ng or 
16 December 1944 "" drove through STAVEIDT to LA 0LBIZE. 
We arrived 1n LA. OLEIZE around 1400 hours . OUr :nacoh colt.mil 
troa STAVF.I.O'l' t.o LA. GIBIZE, as tar ae I recall, was aa 
!ollont 1st Platoon of the 11th Pan'ler Grenadier Cozgpan;y 
folloW&d by a platoon ot the 10th panzer Grenadier CompMJ' 

than several Pothers, som otbtr SPlfl from th9 10th Panzer 

U4i' 
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Grenadier Company, then tho 2nd Platoon or tho 11th 
Panzer Grenadier Co?!!P&ny, then elemente of the 9th, 
10th, 11th and 12th Panzer Grenadier Company. I am 
not sure ab.Jut the march ordor or the vehiolee behind u.1, 
a:oept tlw.t a platoon ot the 10th Panzer Grenadier CoJIPfJV' 
na behind the 2nd Platoon of the 11th Panzer Grenadier 
Co-· 

"We entered Ll OLElZE along the road leading rrom 
STAVEIDT, which road ie ai'Dm on a sketch I have drawn, 
which sketch 1a attached hato aa 1Clth1b1t "A" and made 
a part hereof. At the first interHotion we reached in 
the tom ol U OLEIZE n turned to our le!'t along a 
•treat which makee a circle around the church.- U one 
traTeb this street in the direction we were going, the 
church 1e on the right aide of the street. There 13 
also a wall on the ris:htt>.and aide or the atreet around 
the cemtery to the a ide or the church. The church, the 
camete:ry anrl the wail are more clearly ahown on Exhibit "A" 
attached hereto. I forgot to mention that in BUELL:DmPB 
I had changed from my SPW to the SN or the platoon le ader . 
At this tirM Rottenfuehrer WITTWER was l eading the platoon. 
In this SPvr 'ftll al.eo Rottenfuahrer FREIMl!rH, Stu.rn::ia.nn 
I.ASEN, Sturmmann NEUBAUER and Ia After making this lett 
turn at the i ntersection above mentioned there are =,ever al 
houses on the righthand. side of the street before one reaches 
the church. Ae we travelled down this street I observed 
10 or 15 American prisoners of war s tanding unarmed in f ront 
or about the f i 1'th hoU8e . Just as we ware pass ing the house 
and the prisoner s at a vary low r ate of speed, Rotten.fuehrer 
WI'l"l'WER eaid, nrhesa prisoner s are to be shot." WITTWER 
i.mtmdiately sh:>t into the pris:>nere with his machine pis tol. 
Then he shouted to the rest of us , 11Shoot." The rest of us 
in the SPW nre armed 'With carbines, so when WITTWER shouted 
nshootl" a l l r£ Ul!I opened fire on thie group ol' "Azaerioan 
prisoners. We 1f9re travelling about five kilomatare an 
hour• I know theae prisoner• ware Amricana by the unifonns 
they wore. At the time we shot them, they were unarmed and 
they ..,,ere atanding quietly" 1n a group and obviousl,r had 
been taken prisoner by elements ot tho c ol Wlll ahead ot U8a 
At the time we fired into tnea they were not attempting to 
escape and did nothing to provoke the shooting. Soma ot 
the group of Ame r icans sltmq>ed to the ground, obviow,Q' 
hit, and •• n continued on, I noticed. that there ns 
D:>re tiring int o thia l!l&Ja!I group ot priaoner 1 tree. tJA 
m!lchine gun on the SPW directly bfhind UI • This SPW was 
from the 10th Panzer Grenadier Company. I know this 
because our SP'lf was the l ast vehicl e 1n our platoon and 
I know thn t tho tt!aroh order from STAVEI.OT to IA GLEIZE was 
that a platoon o: the lDth Compaey would foll01' direct]J 
behind our platoon. When I fired into thia group I took 
g:oo:i aiA. at the f r,,..ehead of one American soldier and fired 
only ono shot. He fell to tho ground and I am confident 
that DC' &im was good and that I killed him., The ahcoting 
I have ju.st described took pl.nee at abou t 1400 hours 18 
December 1944. Wo did not stop 1n U. OLElZE at all but 
continued along, the street past the cemetery and tuzned 
to our left to p roceed in the direc:tion of C~EUX. We 
spent t he night o1' 16 December 1n C~EUX: and the next 

(Statemnt of St~ 

http:STAVEI.OT
http:Stu.rn::ia.nn


aorniJl& returned to Ll OLBIZE and travelled on towards 
STOU)l)NT. ire apent an hour 1.n the wood• bo!oro STOIJl[)NT 
and the travelled through the wooda unt.11 we got to the 
railroad station. we an-ived at thiB railroad station 
around noon 19 l)ftoemberl944• ln t t-.ie vicinity I 
participated in Ill attack through the wooda lfith ti., 
11th Panzer Grenadier Company but was unable to get 
through aa we ware oppoHd by three American tanks 
and a nw,19rical1¥ superior Wantry force. Theo 
Rottentu.ehrer WITTWER reported to Qberetunni'uehrer 
PRXtBS who was then oommandi.ni not on!¥ h1B 10th 
ponzer Orene.dier Company but our oonpany ae well 
because our Compa!l¥ Commander, Oberatu.rmf'uehrer 
TOMBARDT had been wounded in STA.VELOT on 18 Deoeml:er, 
Obereturmtuehrer PREUSS had his CP 1n a how,e next to 
the railroad stat ion. When Rotten!'u.ehrer WITTWnt 
returned to ue ho reported tho.t PREUSS had told him 
"Now the 11th Company 18 going to be •burned up' (verheiz t ) " 

.. 
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. .• 
"W. held our poaition in the woode near this railroad 
etatiOG until about 2100 houra 19 December. Then we with
drew and returned to CHENEUX. We stayed in and around 
CHENEUX witil about 1700 hours 21 Decedler when we had t o 
retreat to LA GLEIZE and 1118 spent the night or 21 December 
in the town ot LA OL!UZE. At about 1Q30 hours on the 
morning ot 22 December I es in a house in LA GLEIZE with 
Unterschartuehrer SCHUMACHER and other men of our company. 
In the hou98 next to us wae Obersturmluehrer PREUSS . At 
about thia time a mesaenger came from Obereturmtuahrer 
PREUSS to Unteracharfuehrer $CHUMA.CHER and told SCHUMACHER 
that he had to report. i.Jamsdiately to Qbersturmi'uehrer PREUSS. 
SCHtn.iACHER replied immediately, rtMasche , M.asche. n Thie ex
pression waa a f avorite one of Oberaturmfuehrer PREUSS. By 
this expreesion PREUSS sluted a light-hearted contempt and 
unconcern for the discomforts and sufferings of others . It 
was a veey conman exprese:lm of Oberstunnfuehrer PREUSS and 
was used by him frequently and when any of us heard the ex
pression we immediately thought of Obersturmfuehrcr PREUSS. 
Unte recha.rfUehrer SCHUMACHER left and returned again in about 
ten minutes , saying, "There are 20 prisoners that have to be 
shot on orders - - masche, masche . " It wa s obvious to all of 
us that the order could only have come from Obersturmtuehrer 
PREUSS . When Unterocharfuehrer SCIM!ACH&R made this atatemi,nt 
lft'l were in the cellar of the house I have referred to. Sane 
of those present in the cellar with me "8re Unte rscharfuehrer 
YITI FER, Grenadier WALTER, stunumann DIRNBERGER, Sturmann 
KUMPF , Grenadier SONNEBORN , Grenadier HAEHNEL, Stunmnann LA'1S~ , 
s turmmann NEUBAUER, sturmmann MAY and ct.here whose names I do 
not recall. All of these men were fran the 11th Panzer Grena-
dier Company. Then Unters charfuehrer SCHUMAcwm detailed f'ive 
nen to shoot the se pr isoner:1 . The five who 1'8re detailed were 
sturrnma.nn KUMPF armed with a carbine; Grenadier WALTER, a.ru,d 
with a machine pistol, Grenadier SONNEBORN armed with a carbine, 
Grenadier HAEHNEL armed vrith a ca rbine and myself , also &I'Dl:ld 
with a ca rbine . We were taken in charge by an Unterscharfuehrer 
from the 10th Panzer Grenadier Company. I knew this Unterschar
fuehrer by eight but not by naroo and I also knew that he was from 
the 10th Panzer Grenap.ie r Company. The unterscha. rfuehre r led us 
down the street towards the church and we entered the churchyard. 
and there v.-e saw 20 American prisoner s of wa r lined up in one 
rank along the indde of the wall . They had t heir backs to the 
wall and were facing the church. Guarding them were men fran 
the 10th Panzer Grenadier Company, V/hen we arrived, the Unter
scharfuehrer relieved the guar d detail of the 10th Panzer Grenadier 
Company. It seemed customary that Ober sturmfuehrer PREUSS , who 
was commanding both the 10th and 11th Fanzer Gr enadier Com.panies at 
that time, used the men of our 11th company for the 11d1rty work . 11 

There were about 20 Americans in this group. They l'Ore American 
u.nifonns and we re unarmed. ~ recollection is that they had 
their arms by their sides and not raised but it was obvioua 
t hat they had surrendered and were prisoners of war . We took a 
position in front of the se prisoner s of war about ten aete r s away, 
the five cf us lining up in one re.nk f aci ng the Ameri cans . The 
Unterscbarfuehrer in charge of our detail s tood on our left. 
Afte r we were lined up in thia position the Unte r scharfuehrer t old 
us t hat t hese prisoner s were to be s hot and he gave us the orde r, 
"Open fire l " As I have sai d , the Unterscharfuehre r was on rur 
extreme left. Next t o him stood Grenadiar WAL'l'!R, then Grenadie r 
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SONNEBORNJ then Grenadier HAEHNELJ then IJ sturnmann STOCK and 
on Dcy" right, sturumann KU},iPF. At the command, I fii-ed two 
Mill-aimed shot s , one each at the foreheads of the two American 
p rison.ere standing directly in front ot me. Ae I firedJ both 
of them slwnped to the ground. The unterscharfuehrer and 
Grenadier WALTER, . both or whom were armed with machine pietols J 
sprayed the entire line or American prisoners with machine pistol 
tire. I am positive that I hit the t wo man t hat I shot at in 
their heads. We were not allond to app:rach the victims and 
left when the Unte r !!char fu.ehrer told us to "scram" J and return 
to the house tram which you ccael" The Unters charfuehrer re
mained t here at the scene, 

"Shortly after I had returned to t he cellar of the house 
previously mentionedJ I received an order from Unterscharfuehrer 
SCHUMACHER to attempt to find something to eat. I left and re
turned about an hour l ate r vdthout any focd. Then Unte rachar
fuehrer SCHUllACHER ordered me to report to Rot tenfuehrer WITTWER, 
who was up in the woods. I went to the woods and there reported 
to Rottenfuehre r Wlffl'lER that I was to be in his gr oup . AroW'ld 
1500 hours that same day 22 Deceni>er 1944, Rottenfuehrer WITTWER 
called to me, saying, "STOCK , cooe with me . n I left with 
Rottentuehrer TTWER and a few minute s later we met another 
German soldier, 111'hose name or organization I do not know. Wit h 
him were two unarmed American prisoner s of war . The Ge rman 
soldier approached Rottenfuehrer WITTWER J saying , "Rottenfuehrer, 
where s hall I t ake t hese pr isoner B? 11 Rotte nfuehrer WITTWER told 
him t o "Beat it" and we took charge of t te t wo pr isoners . At 
this time I was a rmed with my ca rbine and Rottenfue hrer WI TI'WER 
had his machine pistol. We marched these t wo prisoner s up the 
street 70 to 80 meters and then to our right approximately 50 
mete rs to a bomb crater located in a pasture . Rottent'uehrer 
WiffllER placed me near the bomb crater and had the two prisoners 
stand on the edge of the bomb crater, with their backs to the 
crater . I s tood racing t he t wo American prisoners about ten 
meters away. WI'ITWER was about 10 meters to my r ight rear, making 
him about 20 met er s from t he 2 American prisoners. Then WITTWER 
said, " STOCK, you are going to shoot these two prisoners or I 
am going t o ehoot you." The reupon I ehot the two prisoners with 
my ca rbine . The first one f ell dead immediat e l y but not the 
second one. Then I shot t he aecwd oie again through t he heart . 
This happened about 1500 hours 22 December 1944. wrrrrmR re
ceived wounds that same afternoon from shrapnel and died before 
the litter bearer s reached him. 

"On that aaJm after noon , arOW1d 1700 hour s , I witnessed the 
shooting of 6 to 8 prisoners of war wit h pistols, ooe shot afte r 
another, by drivers of the loth and llth Panzer Grenadier Company. 
I recognized 4 of these men, Rottentuehrer F1EDLUTH, Rottenfueh.rer 
Theo OOTSCHKEJ UntertJchar!uehre r SIEGMUND and Rottenf uehre r Theo 

RAU. The ct her two drivers nre from the loth Company and I do 
not lmow their names . This shooting took place in the area where 
the SPW' s of t he 10th and 11th Companies were parked and the 
drivers usually stayed close together and near t heir vehicles . I 
recognized t hree of the men as drive rs ot the llth company and I 
thsrefore assumed that the others were drivers from the loth 
Ccmpany. Also present. was the Motor sergeant d: the llth Company, 
Unte r scharfuehrer ~IGUUND, The other n:en in the group that fi red 



ware known to me by sight but I did not know their na••• 
I do know that t hey were in the l Ot.h panzer Grenadier Com
P"llT• 

"I apent the night of 22 Dl!lcember in my position in tha 
wood.a. Around C/100 hours 23 December I happened to p&H thll 
foxhole of Unterscharfuehrer KLIPP of the llth Panser Grenadier 
Campany a.nd heard him give an order to shoot 10 American 
prisoners of war. I saw theee prisoners of war standing about 
20 meters away from KLIPP'• foxhole. They ware being guarded 
but I do not remember by whom. I also heard Unteracharfuehrer 
KI.IPP say that these prisoners were to be shot behind a houae 
to which he pointed. Later, around noon, I saw the bodies of 
10 American soldiers lying on the ground behind the howie to 
which KLIPP had pointed. I do not know who shot the se 10 men 
but I know that Unter:;,ichartuehrer KLIPP had no men from any 
other canpany in hie group and the men guarding the prisoners and 
ar ound him at hia foxhole at tl'm t.ime he gave the order were only 
men from his group of the 11th Panzer Grenadier Company. These 
10 Ame rican soldie r s that I saw lying on the ground behind the 
house were dead. 

"After seeing these 10 dead soldiers , I entered this eama 
house behind which they were lying and in the house I saw two 
de ad civilians, each cf whom was still sitting on a chair . 
Both of t hese civilians mre men about 60 years ot a ge. Late r, 
Unter s charfuehre r KLIPP boasted that he had let someone shoot 
them. 

"We left LA GLEI ZE on foot on the night c£ 23-24 December 
1944, going in the direction of WANNE. 

11 In further explanation of my drawing which is lllilrked 
Exhibit "A", the following information iB given. 

11 Numeral l and the line of a rrows marks our route of 
march thr ough LA GLEIZE on 18 December 1944 

No. 2 - The house i n f r ont c£ which we shot abo\ll:. 10 to 
15 Ame rican prisonere of war arwnd 1400 18 
December 1944 

No. 3 - The house wher e SCHUJl.4.CHER received the order 
to report t o Pm:t.JSS and fran which t he detail 
left to shoot the 20 American prisoner3 along 
the cemtery wall . 

No . 4 - 0be r aturmfuehrer PJtEUC:-,S 1 CP 

No. 5 - The church 

No. 6 - The lineup r£ the 20 American pri.~oner s shot 
around 1100 hours 22 December 1944 

No . 7 - The lineup of the Unte r echarfuehro-r fr0t1 the 
lotll Company a nd t he detai l f r om tbe 11th 
Company which shot these 20 p risoners. 

No . 8 - spot where RottenfuehNr WlffriER and I r,1t 
the German canrade ldth the t wo American 
prisoners . 
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"No. 9 - The route along which WITl'\'IER and I marched 
these two Americana befoN they were shot. 

No. 10- The bomb crater where I shot the t wo American 
prisoners or war. 

No. ll- Place Where I witnes sed the shooting of 6 to 8 
American prison.era by Rottentuehrer FREDruTH, 
Rottentuehrer DUTSCHKE, Rottenfuehrer RAU and 
Unters chartuehrer SIGMUND. 

No. 12- The toxhol4 of Unterachartuehrer KLIPP 

No. 13- The howie behind which the 10 Arue ri.can prisone r s 
were slit on orders of Unter s charfuehrer KLIPP 
and the house in which I saw t he 2 dead civilians. 

"I make this s t atement vol w1t aril y and or my om f ree will. 
I have not been sub jected t o fo rce , t hreats or duress of any 
kind. No promises of reward or immunit y fran prosecution have 
been made to me . 

~I swea r before God t hat t he facts in this affidavit a re 
true ftnd I am prepared t o repeat t hem unde r oat h in any court 
of justice . 

"{signed) Herbert STOCK 
15 }larch 1946 

11 $'Worn t o and sub scr i bed bef ore 
~ this 15th day of a r ch 1946 
at s chwaebisc h Hall , Ger . 

(Signed) RAPHAEL SHU1!ACKER 
capt . CMP"• 

(Whereupon t he st atement was read in German by Mr . Thon . ) 



ta-137 
sh-1 
6/4/46 (°KR. ELOWIT'Z: Prosecution otters in evidence two pic

ture attid&vite executed by the accused, Herbert Stock, identify

ing photos ot accused Georg Preuea and Oswald Siegmund, request 

that the;y be attached to the record and marked Prosecution EXhibit 

Noe. 96-B and 96-c respectively. 

DEFENSE: On beh&lt ot the DetenH there ie no objection 

to the picture affidavits or necessity for reading the same. It 

is further stipulated t hat the photographs a re those cf the accused 

PreW!l s and SiegmW'ld. 

PRESI DENT: There being no objection, the exhibits 

offered by the prosecution Will be received 1n evidence and will 

be marked 96-B and P-96-C respectively. 

(Whereupon the document s refe r red to were received in evidence 

as Prosecution Exhibit Nos. 96-B and 96-C, are attached heret o and 

made a part of the record.) 

),.ffi , ELOWITZ: You may cross examine. 

RECROSS EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Mr. Wahler): 

Q captain, who acted as interpret e r f or you during the 

pe r iod of ti.n:I!, that thie statement wae dictated? 

A I don tt remember. 

Q How lc:ng were you present at the time that t he statement 

was dictated? 

A I dictated thie statement 1n English to a stenographer, 

in English, in stock ' s presence, from information given me by 

stock. I would guess that probably took a half day, but I am not 

sure. Then the English statement, attar it had been transcribed, 

was turned over to an interpreter who dictated it in German to 

stock. wow long it took stock tlo write that. 1n longhand, I don 't 

(Shumacker - Qrou) 



!mow. 

Q Were you present at all times when stock was dictated 

the atate•nt? 

A Sure I was pNaent, I dictated it. 

Q That is, you dictated the Englbh to the intarpreter 

ond the interpreter translated it, 1a that correct? 

A That ie not correct. I dictated it to a atenographer, 

not to an interpreter. 

Q Were you present at all ti.JDH when the interpreter dic-

tated the st at ement to the accueed? 

A No, sir, only a~ intervala. 

Q How long a period of tinie did it take to dictate this 

st atement t o stock? 

A By t he interpreter? 

Q Yes. 

A That I don it know. 

Q Were you present a~ the time that this sketch was pre-

pared (indicating)? 

A Yes. That sketch was prepared in my office by stock. 

Q Did the paper t hat was given, or t he chart t hat was given 

to stock contain any aymbob or figure s on it at the time it was 

given to him? 

A As I reca.11, the original sketch was drawn on a piece of 

white cardboard. As far as I know, as far as I remember the re "8.8 

no mark on the cardboard. I think that stock had previoualy 

dra"'n perhaps two or three sketches oh amaller pieces ot paper 

and com1olidated all that information on thia one sketcb, but I am 

not sure about thai. 

Q Will you look at thia chart . Did this line a.ppear, this 

(Shuma.cker - Cross} 
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ta-137 
oh-) line here (indicating) - the roadaya, did thoee l.inee appear on 

the chart. prior to the accused i.nlcing them in? 

A
1 I dontt , know. · It l ooks to ma like he drew in t he sketch 

in pencil and then drew over it in ink. 

Q ot,our Olfil knowledge, however, you d.on•t recall, 1e that 

correct? 

A I only recall that he ns handed tbie piece of cardboard 

that you have. Whether he put the pencil ms.rke on there i'irst or 

the ink marks, I don It know. 

C\ Did this piece of paper, when it wa8 given to him, have 

0 any markings on it? 

A Not that I remnzt,er. 

MR. WAHLER: Nothing else . 

DEFENSE: Nothing furl.her on cross . 

llR. ELOWITZ: Nothing on redirect . 

PRESI DENT: Any questions by tbe Court? There appear to 

be none; the witness iB excused. 

0 
~~upon the excueed witness withdrew.) 

llR . ELOWIT'l: Prosecution calls a s its next witnese 

0 Marcelin Rena.rd. 

l,IARCEUN RENARD, a Belgian civilian, called as a witnesa 

for t he Prosecution, being first duly sworn , teBtified through an 

inte rpreter ~s foll ows : 

DIRECT EXAl!INATION 

CUE STIONS BY PROSECUTION (Ill' . Elowih): 

Q state your full name and occupation? 

A }lar celin Renard, rural street cleaner or street keeper. 

Q Where do you live? 

A. ta.Gleize. 

(Ularcelln Renard - Direct) 
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•h-4 Q In which count1"7 1a taoleiH? 

A In Bol&ila. 

Q How long han you lived in taolebe, Belgium? 

A Since 3~ ,-ears. 

Q Did you live in L&Gleise in December 1944? 

A No. I didntt live in L&Gleis• the 20th of December. 

I lert there the 18th and returned en the 26th. 

(Marcelin Renard - Direct) 
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Take 138 
June 4/AB 1l 

Q llhy di d you l eave Le Gl eize? 

A 1 was af'ra i d of the Ger mans . 

Q You s t ad you re t urned t o La Gl ei ze the 26th of December. 

Wha t di d you do ,,hen you r eturned? 

A After l r e turned 1 went to see my b r other- in- law . 

Q Dj d you cm t er the hous e of your br other - in- l aw? 

A Ye a . 

Q l'lhnt di d you see whe n you en1.t:i l'ad the house? 

A 1 saw three cor pses . 

Q Di d you see the three cor pses when you entered the house 

at first? 
() 

• A Yes . 

Q l n T1hat oositfon - ip. what r oom illd you see the thr ee cor psos? 

A 1 found the body of my brother-:1 n- l aw and the one of Fr e.ncoh 

l stace on the f irs t floor and the one of my s i s t er-in-law on the second 

floor. 

Q Then you only aaw t?10 bodies when you f irs t ent er ed the house , 

is that correct? 

A Yea , tha t :l s ri ght , t wo bod1es , 

Q Des cribe the positi on :1 n wh :1. ch you found these bod:1 es . 

A 1 found one of the bod:1 es s :1 tt:1 ng :1 n a cha.:1 r nnd the other 

one in an arm cha :lr . 

C D:1d you exa.'ld ne the bod:1 ea? 

A 1 d:1 dn 1 t exa!tlno them, but l so.w thtt they had been ldlled 

bv bullets . 

Defcr:1be the oos:1 t:lon of the bullet holes that you sow :1n tho 

body . 

A ~'ly brot..l-:1.sr-in-lavr hnd two bullet holes in h:1e left temr,le ,nhHe 

Mr . let.ace had one bullet hole :1n his r)ght jaw . 

Q Mr , Rene.rd , do you know ,,l,,nt the ou.lnt:1on of La Gre:1ze :1a? 

( Renard-dlrect) 



Take 138 
•June 4, AB ; 2 

A Appr orlmatel y 350 . 

Q l n the month of December 1944, di d you see or hear of another 

Jneto.nce in La Glej ze ,,her e t wo civUi s.na were f ound shot t o death 

under ai ud l a.r ci rcwns tances? 

A No . 

MR. ELOW1TZ : Cro aa- exa.m:1ne . 

COLONEL EVER.ET'!' : Dr. Leer desires to crosa- exa.nrl ne. 

CROSS EXJG!l NAT] OH 

, UESTl ONS BY DEFENSE: (Dr . Leer) 

Q l n what ,1ay di d you l eave La Gle i ze? 

A By bi cycle . 

O DJ d you go far away or d:ld you remain i n the town on the 26th 

of December,i n the v1cilUty? 

MR . EL0\11TZ: Just a moment . l f Your Honor tileoae , l v.ould 

U lte t o lmow the riurpoae fo r thh l ine of l Ueati on:ini:; . l object to t he 

queotion. 

DR. LEER: The mean:! ne of t hh c_: uestion w:lll be explafoed by 

the follo.rl ng ctueet.1 on. 

PRJ:::SJDENT: The objecti on js overruled , 

DR. Lri:L: l repent the uea ti on . Did you go f ar awey or di d you 

remain :1n the vj cjnjt? 

A ApTJroJd matel y tlurty ld l omet~r s nwny from Lt: Glehe . 

Q DJd you mee t Amgrj can soldj era there? 

A Yes . 

Q Did you leave La Gleize before the artHler fi re on La GleizP. 

s tE>rted? 

A Yes , 

Mh.. Ul.hi]TZ: 1 object to that r,uee t:ion, if it nl ease the 

Court, there r,as no testimony by this "1tneas ao t o artillery f ire a.t 

La Gle:i ze . 

(Renard- cross) 
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Take 138 
June 4- AB-J 

• 
PkES1DENT: The obj ec-U on :is overruled . 

A Ies . 

DR. LEER: Plea se descrjbe whut damage wa s caused to the hous e 

i n wh:1 ch you found the thr ee dead nersons. 

J.. Hardly any damage wha t soever. The windows t,·ere broken and 

t he door had been thr own into the house. 

Q What do you know about '1hen the artill ery f ire on La G1ei :r.e 

ot e..\-ted? 

A No. 

Q Do you know when the Amer.1 can troops left La Gleize? 

A No , l di dn 't see any Ameri_csns a t La Glei ze . l l e ft befor e 

t hey l eft . 

DH. LEER: Wi t ness , counsel does not under stand your answer . 

The vdtness savs he l eft La Gle:l ze before the J\mericans . Does t hat 

mean before the Amari cans l eft La Glei ze or before the Ameri cans came 

to La Glei ze? 

A At the t i me l l eft La Gl ahe the Amet':I cans hadn 1 t arrived· yet . 

Q Were :In the house i n wM ch the •d tness f ound the three dead 

per son s al s o dead Amer:! cana'l 

A No . 

f;_ Di d the outs :! de wall of the house show traces of b.JJ.le t hol e a? 

A No, only the ,d ndoffs . 

DR . LEER : Thank you . 

<.UESTI ONS BY DEFENSE: (D,- . Rau) 

t;. Are you of the o"'li nion that through a shot :In the mouth a nmn 

can be 1<:Hled imr.ediately? 

MR . ELOl, l TZ : l object to that c;ues t:lon , Your Honor . 

PF.ESl D.CNT: The objec t ion is sustained . 

LJ EUTENANT f1AHLER : l f the Court olenae , in order not to have 

our r i ghts ore j udi ceJ , l at'.I goi ng to present a motion at thi s time to 

strike the testimony c.f this witness on the bf>sis th11t the o~· evidence 



• 
t hat he has testi fi ed t o i s the fjndi ng of three boltles . The tes t i mony 

f a.Us to d:lsclose who coJil111j tted or perpetrated the cri nes , a nd :1t a l so 

fails to dhclose the time of the comnrlssJon of the cr i me . TM.t i s all. 

MR . ELOl'iJTZ: ] fit pl ease the Court , Tlr i or to t he testi mony 

of th i s lrltness , ev:ldence was submitted, :Into t he record :In t1h:1ch t wo 

people were found shot , were seen s :l tt:lng , shot to death in one of the 

houses . The ev:l dence was :In the statement of ~er bert Stock in uh:l ch a 

per petr a t or , and the tJ me a nd pl a ce were named , t he ci rcumstances :in 

t lu s partJ cul a r kHlfog were so unusual and , further , the f act thnt the 

,dtnass testified that no other s:lm:lla r circumstances wer e discover ed 

:In La Gl eize, tends to cor roborat e this vdtness ' teat:l mony to sunnort 

the statement of Stock, and tha t the kHlh ig described by Stock and the 

bodies d:lscover ed by iMs witnees were one and the snme a..ffajr . At 

the very len s t jt :Is suffj cient ev:l dence for the Court to det9ITUne :!ts 

we:l ght . 

PRES] DENT: The mo t:I on of the defense :I s denj ed . 

LT . WAHLER: Yes . 

PP.ESJ DENT: Anyth:l ng f urther from the def ense? 

COLONEL EVERETT: N..,th.ing further from the defense • 

PRES] DENT: The Prosecut:I on? 

MR. ELOWl TZ: 1 have one more c_ ues t.:lon on redirect exam:lna

t:lon . 

U&Tl OlJS EY PhOSECOT) otl : (Mr . EJ.oujtz) 

Q Y.ben you returned to La Gle :1 :-;e , on the 26th , y;ere Am<c>rican 

troons jn La Gleize at thet time? 

A Yee . 

Wl . EW7.1TZ : Tlvit j e all. 

COLONEL EVE:fJ!lTT: Noth.foe, further . Oh , Dr . Iluu . 

RZCf.Jc E.X...!l!IATl 0~ 

U;;sTJUNS .j).'. Di.FC:....SE: (Dr . Rau ) 

lo. l'ijtnese , if l under.;t.:iod y::,u a:irrectly , you have r.ot ste:ted 

what wounds were on 

0 
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A only saw the blood 1 n t he bed . She wne wounded 1 n her body 

but where l didn 1 t notice . 

Q Was your s i ster l yj ng i n bed? 

A No, she had f all en off the bed and somewhat r esting or some-

v·ha.t l ean:l:ng en the bed . 

Q ffe s she undr essed or dr ess ed? 

A She was dr ess ed . 

Q How do you come to the conclusion tha t she had fallen out 

of bed? 

r.m . ELOtTITZ : l obj ect to that questi on , may it ul ease the 

Court , as illllUlter i al , h ·rel evant -

PRESl DENT: Object i on is sustained. 

DR. RAU : Thank you . 

PJ.Z.Sl DENT : Any further c uest:l ons f r om the defense? 

COLONEL EVERETT : NotMng further . 

PRES) DENT: The Proeecut:1on . 

!,IR . ELO\JJTZ : NothJng f urther . 

EXAMJ NAT] ON BY TH~ COUl<T 

~UESTJ ONS BY COLONEL ROS fillFELD: 

t. When you l eft La Glei ze on the 18th of December , "'ere the three 

peo9le T.ilom you have mentioned al:1ve ut thet time? 

A Yes . 

PH.FSlDE:iT: Any other c_uestions by MY other member of the 

Court? Aooarently not . The witness is excused . 

Mh , EL0);JTZ. : The ?rosecu+ion cn.lls es its n~xt ~itness Hans 

R:ineck. Th:is witness :ts being r ecalled . 

PUESlDENT : We wHl swear him in, nr>verthel esa . 

HANS RJNE.'CK , recalled as o. witness for the Prosecution, be:lng firet duly 

sworn , tes Mfied through An jnter r.irdter es follows : 

(Renard- Court) 
(hineclt-d.:ir'"'ct) 



REIJJ RECT EXAM] NAT] ON 

QUESTJONS BY PROS{:CUTJ ON : (Mr , Elowitz) 

Q Q Are you the same Hans R:I. neck who previ oual y t est:i fi ed a t 

t his trial? 

A Yea. 

Q You previ ousl y test:l f :l. ed thnt you were commun:1. Cation 1 s leader 

:I. n your Ba ttel:I. on, Adjutant I s SPW , :I. a tho. t correct '? 

A Ye a . 

Q Ce,,.., you recall where you and your company were on the after-

noon of tha· 18th of December , 1944? 

A Yes , 

Q ilhere were you? 

A We were coi::rlng from La Gle :l ;e to Cbeneux . We encountereci. nn 

11ttec·: by f :l. ghtar bor.1bcrs o.nd thon ent on to Jus t :l.n f ront of a bridge 

t hat had been blown up , and ju!lt before t his bri dge the armor ed spear

head came to a at a.ndsti 11 , 

About ho\': lon~ d:ld you 1'8h1 in at tht t nl rce? 

l t i'ISS r,bout a quat'ter of an hour .t: 
\,bile you ,;rere i:iar ked a t that "Jl ace , dJd you s ee nnyth:ing 

(_) 
unusual? 

A Yes , 

~ Descr:l.be i7het you saw . 

A A jeeo came dr jving un Jn our direct1on -

Q '\':hat klnd of' n jeep? Amerjco.n jeep, Gennan? 

A Yes. Ther e 11·ere two Amer:1can soldhrs s:1ttin0 i n :1t. A tsn:c 

opened f ire on the jeep with :1ta machJ ne gun and the jeep collided ":1th 

our 5P\I . Th! assJatant driver :1n the jeep had been hit severely 'py the 

machine gun burst and was daad , whHe tho driver was only pretending 

to he dead . J roceived an order from the Unter~tunnfuehrer to carry the 

dead man out of t he jeen . l not:1ced that the other one W6.S not dead but 

11was only shamming and thereuoon SA:1Q, nde i s s-Ull alive . From the 

right side of the road the lllllJl , ho at Uu t time was a hottenfuehrer by 

http:Descr:l.be


0 

the name of Paul Zwi gart came rwm:\ ng . Zwi gart gr abbed t he American , 

who wa s fei gning deat h , ou t by t he collar a nd dragged hi m out of the 

jeep and shed hi m along i n f ront of hi m, and the Ameri can r a i s ed hh 

ho.nda above h i s head as a e:l gn of sur render. Zw:l gart went to the ri ght 

s :l de of the road and t ogether with one of my r adi o oper a tor s J carri ed 

the dead assi stant dr:I ver to the l eft s :I de of t he road . As J nut down 

the body of the dead America n on the l eft s:lde of the r oad, near the 

edge of the ,,ood, J hear d shote f i red on the r i ght s i de of the r oad . 

J looked towar ds the ri ght and 1 s~w Zwi gart f:lr:l ng shot s f r om h:la pis

tol , whi ch he had ai med a t the Amer:lcan . The American collapsed under 

t he fire . 1 came back and s t ood :In f r ont of my SP,'i ; there were some 

of my comr ade s f r om my ~ 7 standi ng t here as well , among t hem the 

Rottenfuehrer Asserunacher from t,he sP\I, the man who a t tha t ti me was 

Battali on Commander . Paul Zwi gart came runn:l nc to1mrds me . l asked 

Paul Zwi gart, 11Wby did you shoot hi m? 11 He a na,,ered , 11You do no t under

stand tM s , :In an armor ed spearhead you canno t bot her with a e:lngle 

r,r:I saner of war . 11 

Q Ho\7 far wns t he Amer:l can f r om Zw:I gart when he shot h:I m? 

A About, t hr ee to four paces ahead of h:lm . 

C.; Di d you ever have a conversation wi th Zwi gar t subsequent to 

t his inci dent? 

A l t was in the :I nte rnment camp Zuffenhausen, :In the month of 

Nove:nber 1945 , Zwigart r eferred to the :Incident that l have just 

described end said to me that i f ] Hae uest:loned by the Acer:lcan 

interr::igation ofncers ebout "hat had happened at th· t time, l vas to 

say that be had shot t he American while he was attempti ng to flee . 

'i. Could :vou :I den ti fy Paul Zwi gart i f you saw him agai n? 

A Yes . 

O WHl you look .at the accused on your left and :I dentify Paul 

Zwigart , if you can? l f you have difficulty seeing thet fl'lr you can 

le,'\ve the wi tne stand . 

(runeck-redl rect) .l t 64 



A Paul Zwi gart :is· wear:i ng the Number 74 . 

PRES]DENT: Nwnber 71+ s te.nd up - - Sjt down . 

r.m. ELOi'rlTZ, Do you know what t he dut:ies of Zwj gart jn the 

BattaUon at the tjme of the :inc:ident, t ha t you descr:ibed , were? 

A Zw:i gart wns the drjver of the $PH of the Batt alfon Commander 

of the 3rd Ba tta.1:ion, 2nd Panzer Grenad:i er Reg:iment L.S . S ~A.H. 

Q Do you know the nrune of tha t &.ttal:ion Commander? 

A Our Ba ttal:i on Commander was a t t hat t:i me Hauptsturrntuehrer 

Josef Dj efenthal. 

MR. EL0,/1 TZ: You may cross- exam:i ne. 

PRF.SlDENT: Cour t w:1 11 r ecess untn 1330 . 

(flhereupon the Court r ecessed a t 120.J hour s } 



il'Tl!RNOON SESSION 
, lJ9 

(Whereupon the Court reconvened at lJ30 hours)'
s. 4, 1 

PRISIDl!:NT1 Tab your seat.a. The Court Will core to order. 

PRC6F.CUn ON1 Ir the Court plea•e, l et t he record show 

that all nambers of the Court; &l.l membera of the Prosecution; &ll. 

members or the Defense, With t he exception of Mr Strong,.!'ho 11 absent 

on bu.sine8s of the Detenae, a re present. J.ll the Def endants and the 

repor ter, a re pr esent. 

PIDSECUTION, The 1'%-osecution recalls Hans Ri.neck to the 

eta.Bi . 

HA.NS RINECK, was recalled as a 1dbles s f or the prosecution 

and resumed t he s tand . Ho was reminded t hat he was still under oath 

and testified further throuc:h an interpreter as t ollcms a 

PROSECUTION 1 You may Croes~ne. 

!IECRC6S- EXAl!INATI ON 1 

QUI!!lTIONS BY DEFEIJSE 1(Captain Jlarvid) 

Q At the time t he American Jeep r an l nto your vehicle was 

there any combat in t hat area ? 

A No . 

Q Were you t hen under f i re 7 

A No . 

Q As a mat ter or fac t we ren 1 t the Americans quite cl ose to 

you then ? 

A Yes . 

Q Did you not receive any tiring frot:1. small anns or artillery 

from the Americans 

J.. No. 

Q Did you not state on direct, that you heard small anns 

fire on t he loft side o! the road wQelre you took the dead A.metlci,.n ? 

A No I did not say that . 

Q How llllch ti!le elapsed. ~tween the time that ZWigart pulled 

the American out ot the Jeep and the time be was shot ? 

(R:l...neck- recross) 



• 
# 139 ,. It m1&ht have luted about three minutes. 

s 4 2 Q How tar array ware you trom Zwigart all that time 7 

4 10 met.en - about 10 meters. 

Q Do you kn01r where Zwi&art took the American after .ntmoving 

him tram the Jeep ? 

I. I loet eight ot Zwi11art - I wae oarr,ing the dead man 

towarda tho lort eide of the road and I therefore oould not a1111\1l.tan

eously look on the right aide of the road where ZWi&art wu takin& 

the J.merican. 

Q In other words , tor a short while - tor a ehort period of 

time, or for about a .minute or two you did not eae Z"tngart 7 

A Yes. 

Q Therefore, you lfould not knmr whether Zwieart during that 

period received any orders 7 

A I could not say that becaUBe I did not bear any of that . 

Q Hmr close were you to Z,,igart when he shot t.lie American ? 

A I was about 10 meters aay when he shot the A.rnerican. 

Q You stated on direct e.xaJnination that a!'ter the shooting 

you asked Zwigart why- he did it - is that correct 7 

0 J. Yes . 

Q AB a matter of fact, did you not af ter t he .shootina: , run 

over to the American' s body and commence to search the American fo r 

l oot 1 

PROSECUTIONt (mr EWRITZ) flay it p,lease the court , t he 

Proeecution objects to that question on the a;rou.nds that it is irrelavant 

and ianateri.al. to the issue . 

DEFENSE 1(Capt NARVID) . l!&y it pleaso the Court I am aold.ng 

this question with respect to the t ruth and veracity of the wi tness . I 

intend to connec:t i t up. 

PR&SIDENTi 09Jection sustained . 

QU!l3TIOMS BY DEFENSE1(Dr LEER) 

Q Did fighter bombers attack La 010190 ? 

( Rinac.1<- recross) 
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s 4 3 J. No not 1n .X.. Oleise, but n were attacked. in Cbeneux, 

Near Cbeneux and part.l)' inaide. That 1a whore the bombing attaoka 

were made. 

Q Can you tell ue when th&t wee f 

4 That was about 1 hour before ihe 11hootina or the American . 

Q Can you also &1ve the hour in this connection ? 

J. It was about ),JO, 

Q Do you know what the p.1rpose of this attack was 

PROOECUTIO!l1 (l.!r ELOWI'l'L ) May it pl eaee the Court we 

0 
obj ect to that questi on. 

PRESIDENTt Sustained. 
( 

Q lfe re you shocked by this occurrence of Zimmer shooting 

the American 1 

PROSECUTI ON i( llr EI£Rfl'l"'l) May i t please the Court we al.so 

object to tha.t question, it has nothing to do Wit h the material issues 

in this case . 

PRl!'SI DENTi Objection ovex-ruled. 

{ 
Q I will repeat my question - were you s hocked by tJlis 

incident in whi ch Zimmer shot the Ama ri.can ? 

.l As I have a1ready stated before, as a soldier I have seen 

so many cases of death, so to say I was ehocked would not be the 

right word. 

Q His behavior et.ruck you aa being unusual, justifiably s o 

did it not 1 

A Yes . 

Q You were not able to observe that type of incident in 

l arge nwnbere previously 7 

A I had never seen it before in m:, whole career as a soldier. 

QUESTIONS BY THE Dl!l"ENSE1 (Or IIER1'KORN) 

Q If I Wlderstand it c6rrectJ.y you stated that your column 

was pointing towards the east 7 

(Mneck- recross) 



l -139 A tea, that llight have boon about tho direction. 

s 4, 4 Q You l'toWod, in hont ot the bridge that WU 1out 1? 

A Yea, before the 1 b10W'Jl 1 bridp. 

Q Haw tar wu thia blown bride• aa7 trom the point ot the 

column ? 

A The incident which I have dHcri.bed occurred berore we 

aotuall7 reached this brid&•. It might have been about one and a haJ.!' 

kilometers before we reached the bridge. 

Q Then ho,r wu it possible tor a Jeep to come out around 

and a trike the oolumn from the re ? 

PllOSilCUTION1 (llr ELC7,'IITZ) lre object to that quee tion mayc, 
1t please t he Court - t he witness 1s not in a paeitl.on to arunrer. 

PRESIDENT. Obj ection eusWned . 

Q Where did that Jeep come from ? 

P!!OSECUTION1(1!r EL<MITZ). Ua,- i t pl.eaee t he Court that 

is t he SamB question asked previously. 

PRESIDENT. No i t is not. The objection is not sustained. 

A .I don't know. 

Qt/BllTIONS BY 1!lE DEFJ;NSE1(Capt NARVID) 

( 
Q Do you know whether the American soldier waa killed b;y 

Z1-r 7 

A. I am, the American collapse &8 he was shot at by U1.e M.Pi 

ot Zimer but I did not approach the body propert I on1y saw it lying 

there from tl1e mickile ot the road. 

Q Do you recall being examined by me eeveral weeks ago 1 

A Yes. 

Q Do you reoall me asld.ng you whether you took a watch f'rom 

the .lmer.i.oan sol dier ? 

A No you did not ask me that. 

Q Do you reoall your ~ell.ins me \hat you searched t.~e Amerioao 

soldier ' s bod;r? 

(Rineok-reoross) 
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s 4 ,S. 
PROOECUTIOH1(llr EIDIITZ) lla;y it pleue the Court we 

object to that question it the detenae does not brJ.na in oollat.era.l 

1asuea to test the credabillty ot thie Witneaa., and not proceed 

alone thie line ot quNtionin&: u to whether this wi.tneu ee~rched the 

bod.T, or took a watch - it 111 1111111.terial and irrelen.nt to the iasues 

at s take. 

IBl'ENS!la(C&pt,IW!l/ID), lla;y it ploue the Court thio 

wi.tnese admitted the tact on being axamined by- JIB previousl7. I am 

1119rely tr;yi.ng to test hie credibility and tor truth and veracity. 

U.W UEMl3ERt Have you the transcript ot the testimony 

taken at t hat time ? 

IEFl!NSEa(C&pt NAl!VID) I cannot f ind it, roaJ' it pleaso 

~ court. I believe the stenographer has her notes. 

LlW J&mlHER, Do you remember t he exac t wording - onl.y 

by us ing t l\,e exact words can J'OU t est the crodibillty of this wit ness . 

If you can remember the exact words to the question and the an5"er, 

then you may p roceed. One la.st questions nWan the s tatement under 

Oath" ? 

DEFE!ISE 1 (Capt. NAR'IID) Yes . 

PRE:sIDENT r Sus tai ned . 

DWE?SE : Will the reporter read the l a.at question ? 

(Whereupon the reporter read the l a:Jt question as follalf81 11 Do you 

recall your tolling m that you searched the .American soldier1s boey?ll) 

A. I never made this s tatement in your interrogations 1n 

tact I would be 1n a poai tion to prove t.he opposi to to you. 

l!EDIRECT ElCAJIDIATION 

QUESTIONS BI PRC:SECUTION(Mr EUMITZ) 

Q At the time of ttie incident you described - of the ehooting 

by Zimmer - how long were you a member of the Di.Vision ISSAH ? 

A I have been a membei; of the ISSAH since October 1944. 

Q Have you ever been in combat lfith the ISSlH previous to 

(Rineck-redirect) 

u:70 
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I lJ9 thio c&lll)Oign ? 

s. 4, 6. " No, I never wu in combat. 

Q Did ,ou adhere to any other SS organisation prior to 

October l.944 7 

4 Before that I •s tor a abort ti.nae 1n a Signal outtit 

attached to the SS betoro I was toroed into the SS. 

EXAllINA TION BY THE COURT 1 

QUESTIONS BY I.\11' 111!:!!ER1 

Q What were the ·Weather conditions like en 18 December 1944 7 

A Weather conditiom on 18 December 44 a.!'temoon were au.ch 

that the cloud.a just opened up and thus the air attack was Jllld.e 

possibl e . 

REO!llSS l!lWIINATION 

QUESTIOIIS BY DEFENSE, (Capt NJJ!VID) 

Q When I i nterrogated. you R1neck, how many other people were 

present in the room ? 

A TW"o ladies were present and this gentleman sitting next 

to you (indicating Mr \'falter,.) 

DEF'Et-BE1 No further ques t.ions 

PROSECUTION1 HO-thing further 

PRESIDENTa There appear to be no turth:l r 

questions. The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew). 

PROSECUTIONt The Prosecution recal.ls as its next W1tness 

Hans hsennacher. 

HANS ASSENIIA.CHER, was recalled as a witness for the 

Proeecution: was roswom and test:1.!ied further through an interpreter 

as !ollcmiu 

REDIRECT ElWIINATION 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECU'l'ION1(Ur ELOIIITZ) 

Q Are you the sa.me Hans .lssed!na.cher who ha.a previously testi.l-

ied in this case ? 

(J.ssenmacner-redirect) 
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1139 ,. Yes, 
S 4, 7, 

Q And -,,,u prenousl7 t88til'l.od that you wore radioman -radio 

oper.tor 1n the vehicle o! ,our Batta.lion Commander Haupteturmtu.ehrer 

Dietenthal i s that oorrect T 

A Yes. 

Q Can you recall where you were w1 t h yuur Company on the 

afternoon of lH December 1944 T 

A Yes. 

(AHenmacller-redirect) 

J.i'.72 
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Q Where were you? 

A We were within the point of the tank column, several 

kil Cl!ll!lters west or Cheneu:x . 

Q What happenad at that place? 

. A The t.ank column eot stuck because a bridge was blown just 

in front10:r us. 

Q What were your duties at that time? 

A I was sitting dawn there in the half track next to the 

radio. 

Q Whose vehicl e was it? 

That was the vehicle of battalion commander Diefenthal . 

· Q Who was riding in the vehicl e besides you at that particular 

time? 

A Besides me in t ho same vehicl e wer e Hauptsturmf'uehrer 

./Die!enthal, Obersturmba.nni"u.ehrer Peiper, and Unterscharf'u.ehrer 

Fackelmeyer. The driver was Rottenfuehrer Zwigart. 

Q Did anythine unusual happen while you were parked at 

that pl a ce? 

A Yes . u 
Q Describe what happened? 

A We had been stan~ in t he road f or a f ew minutes already 

when somebody out front suddenly started calling, 11.A!!lericans are 

8hOotil'lg11 • 

Q Will you repeat yoor ansW'er please? 

A We had been standing on the road for sever~ mimltes 

when eanebod;y from t he tank cnt tront started sud.denl.y to shout, 

11 A.mericans , shoot". I tried to get to my machine gun but by that 

time that I had gQtten into podt ion another machine gun was already 

r1r1ne . I permitted myself to cet back t o the seat and look 

through the porthole to see what was going on. I saw an Americm 

( Aseenmacker-t"edi.rect) 
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Jeep drive pa.as the two Panthers which were s t anding on the right 

side or the road in 1"ront of Ul!!I &rd I aaw them drive up to the SPW 

or tt., adjutant on the lett oide or the road. Shor~ tlwre&tter 

the men from the Panther and SPW approached the Jeep. I an 

Rottenl'uehrer Zwigart, who wae alao dCMn there, walk over tp the Jeep 

and ?111 the .American, who was driving the Jeep, out from behind there. 

The assistant driver appeared to be dead and was carried out by 

anothe:r man or by two other men. Rottentuehrer Zwigart then took 

the American 1n front of our vehicl e and went to the back of t he SPW 

and there said t o Sgt. Fackelmeyor, "Paul, give me a ma.chine pieto111 • 

~. Fackelmeyer gave him a machine piatol. Zwigart went back t o tho 

American who was s tanding at our vehicle . He pushed him along in 

front ot him, the American turned around briefly and Zwigart motioned 

for him t o go ahead. Arter the American had walked forward two or 

three paces, Zwigart shot him da,,m with a burst .from his machine 

pistol. Then he returnod to t ho SPW and handed the machine pistol 

back up. 

Q How far from where you were sittine was the pl ace where 

Zwigart s hot the American? 

A About four meters. 

Q Were you in a pos i tion to observe whether your paaseneers, 

V Peiper and Diefenthal were in back or the vehicl e , at th&t time? 

A Yes . 

Q When Zwigart came to the vehicle and askod for the 

IIP, did either Peiper or Diefenth&l make any statement to Zwisart? 

A No. '.I.hey said nothing . 

Q When Zlf'igart marched the American over tonrds your 

vehicle did you hear aey shouting? 

A Yes . I heard. some people yell, "Paul, bump him off." 

(Asserimacher-1:'edirect) 
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Q Will you deacribe the manner in which Peiper and Dietenthal 

were Bitting in t he rear of the vehicle? 

A Ober11turabanntuehrer Peiper wae sitting on the right side 

----- facing" the direction they were driving, on the bench, on top of 

aeveral blankets which were folded up. 

Q Was his head above or below the ddee or the vehicle? 

A It waa above the wall of the vehicle• 

Q Was Diefenthal. 1s head ab ove or below the side of the 

vehicle? 

A At the last in.,tant I sn him he was bending over above 

( a map and was not able to see above the side of the vehicle . 

Q At the time of the incident that you have deacribed, 

the shooting by Zwigart, did you s ee or he11r any other shooting, 

other t han t he shoot ing by Zwigart? 

A No. 

Q Could you identify Zwigart if you eaw hilll again? 

A Yes . 

Q Will you please l ook to the left at the accused and identify 

Zwigart if you. can? 

A. Zwigart is wearinc number 74. 

Q Reques t the Court to have number 74 stand up. 

PRF.8IDENT 1 Number 74 stand up. 

(Whereupon the accused did as directed.) 

QUESTIOOS BY FRC\SECUTI001 (IIR, ELCMITZ) 

Q Could )'OU identify Peiper if you oaw him again? 

A Yes . 

Q Will you please look to your lett and identify Peiper, 

if' you can? 

A He has YlUlllber 42 . 

Q Could you identi.ty' Dief'entbal. if you were to eee him again? 

(.A.,senmacher-redirect) 
u75 
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A Yes. 

Q What number is he wearing? 

A Re bu nwaber 10. 

MR. ELOIITZ, You may ex&m.ne. 

Rl!IJR<llS ElillIIIATICII 

QUESTICIIS BY DEFENSE 1 (DR. LEER) 

Q When and by whom wro you fir1t interrogated? 

A I was first interrogated 28 January by the chief 

Prosecutor over there (indicating}, I don 1 t know the name. 

Q Did you 8&y at that interrogation al8o that at that hour 

Colonel Peiper was looking over the side of the veltlcle? 

MR. ELOWITZ s May it pleaee the Court, the Prosecution 

objects t o the ques tion. The w1tnese 1a here under oath and has 

testified to what he ha8 seen and heard. It is certainly iimnaterial 

and irrelevant what be may have eaid at some previous time. It is 

also improper impeachment of the witness . 

DR . LEER, Anything the witness says can derive only f rom 

ltls memory and it is particularzy important in the case of this 

witness t o 8h01r and prove, it necessary, that his memory is not 

in the aame condition now as it has been . I, therefore, ask the 

Court to permit me to aak tltls question. 

LAW MEMBER• Will the reporter pleaae read the l a.at two 

questions and answers, previous to the question objected to? 

(Questions and c.nswers read.) 

PRF.sIDENT, Objection is overruled . 

QUESTIOIS BY DEFENSE: (DR . LEER) 

Q Do YO\.\ still remember my question? 

A. Yes . I was first interrogated on the 26th of January 

by- th:1s cltlef Proeeeator over there (indicating) and I wasn't asked 

about this subject at that tinle . 

(.ls•emacher-- ) 
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Q 'Nben 1r1tre 7ou first asked about this matter? 

A February 4t h or 5th. 

Q Did 7011 at t hat time remember the fact that Colonel 

Peiper was looking ~ r t he s idn of the Tehicle With his head.7 

MR. ELCM'ITZJ Kay it pleue t he Court, the witne.!U!I never 

testified that Peiper was looking over the aide ot the vehicle. 

A.a I recall hie t estimony he stat ed hie head was above the s i de or 

t he vehicle. Prosecution obj ects t o the question. 

PRF.SIIENTt The object i on i s sus t ained. 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE, (DR . LEER) 

Q I will try to r ephrase llijl'" question, t hat is , in the same 

manner t hat I firet asked i t. Did you, a t t hat i nterrogati on., 

remember exactly that Colonel Peiper bad his head above the s ide of 

the vehicl.e? 

A At that time, I was not asked whether Col onel Peiper had 

his head over the sides or the vehicl o but only whet her he was in 

a position to observe what was happening out front in t he street 

and I had to answer thio ques tion affirmatively. 

Q Where were you sitting at the time when Colonel Peiper 

had his head over the s ide of the vehicl e? 

A I was sitting out front at the seat or the assistant driver. 

Q What were your duties? 

A I didn 1t have anything to do at the time because, at that 

time we had no radio connnunications . 

Q At what instant was that? 

A At the in,tant when the point o! the column,- when we 

all closed up the column. 

Q At that moment, as ycu stated, you also looked at the Jeep 

and even attempted to shoot, is that not so? 

4 That is correct. We were standing there tor quite a while . 

(A,. senmacher-recross) 
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Q Whore cU.d Col<1118l ~ipcr first step into tho SP!r ot 

Die tentbal ? 

j. Co1onel Peiper enter ed our SPW on the 17th, in the mornine: 

and it might have been sanethtng after 9 o 1&ck. 

Q Where was t hat? 

J. I don 1t remember the exact location. It was either 

in f r ont of Honafel d or Buellingen . 

Q Who Wa.9 near you? 

MR . ELCM'I.'12: t M~ it please the Court, we object to thil!I 

line of questioning . I f ail to s ee the materiality of it. '.lbc 

witness testifi ed that at the time of the shooting Peiper and 

Diefenthal were in the vehicle • 

.LA.W MEMBER: It occurs to the Court that t his witnes s has 

now been on the atand s everal times , involvinc instances over t ho 

entire route of the column . I believe on other occas i ons when he 

was on the stand he was not cros s examined, knowine that he would 

be l nt er brought to the stand again . Under those circumetances , 

I tl>ink he can be cross examined as to all the matters he has 

t estified t o, so far, on direc t examination. 

DR. LEER : Will the report er pl eas e r ead m;y question, 

I have forgotten it . 

(Whereupon t he questi on was r ead . ) 

THE WI'ffl&SS s I only knOW' for suro that the SP\'1 or the 

adjutant , executive officer, was near US J because at that time I had 

to get out of t he SP'fl' of the commandins officer and get into the 

ot her one . 

QUESTICIIS BY DEFENSE: (DR . LEER ) 

Q fntv did you have to change vehicles and fl-om what Yehiclc 

into what vehicle? 

A I had t o chanee over because there wa.sn I t enough r oom 

in our SPW and I got into tho SPW' of t he executi ve officer . 

(Assenmacher- r ecross ) 
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Q Where was "that? 

& That was on a road or near a road near Honsfeld or 

Buellincen. 

Q When did you eet into the - back into the SlW of Die!enthal '1 

A I got into the SPW again in Buellingen 1tsel!'. When the 

SPW waa standing next to a church r e!'u.eling. 

Q Upon whose orders? 

A Upon orders of Sgt. Fackelr.eyer , because one or the 

r adio oper ators had been wounded . 

Did Col onel Pei per remain in t hA vehicle or Diefenthal 

at all times or did he get fran one vehicl e into another ono through 

out t he march, that is . 

A During those two day:i , 17th to the 19th, early in the 

mornine Col onel Pe i per r emained in our vehicle at all times . 

Q I have ,one .finol ques tim and I wish t o apol ogi ze in caco 

I am reprimanded by the Court . · Ar e you s i ck? 

A No. 

Q 'I'h.en why are you shaking? 

UR. ELC1NITZ: That 18 objected to . The ~osecution moves 

to have stricken from the recl7l"d the previous question and answer, 

beginning with the question, "Are you sick?" 

PRF.5IDENT: The questions and amnrer will be stricken and 

the objection is sustained . 

DR. LEE.Hi No turther questions . 

DEFENSE CCUNSEL: Nothina further from the Defense . 

MR. ELCM'l'l'Z : No further redirect examination. 

PRESIDENT: Any questions by tbe Court? Apparently not, 

the witness is excueed. 

(Whereupon the wi'\ness was excused and withdrew. ) 

(Assenmacher-recr oss) 
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PRtlSECUTIONs The Prosecution recalls Kurt Plolmlann ae its 

next Witness. 

FJJRT PLOlDUNN, recalled aa a witness tor the Prosecution, 

being first duly sworn, testified further through an interpreter 

aa !ollowu 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY PROOECUTIOO 1 (IIR. ELOOTZ) 

Q Yru are the same Kurt Plohmann who has previously 

testified in this trial? 

I. Yes.
{.l 

Q You previoo.ely t estified that you wer e a member of the 

bt Company, 1st Panzer Regiment .. 1s t hat correct? 

A Yes . 

Q Wer e you with the firs t Company on the 18th December 1944? 

A Yes . 

Q Can you r ecall where y ou wer e on t hat day? 

A Yes. 

Q Will you state wher e y ou were? 

A ll.tr tank was put out of action in Stavelot on the 18th 

December . 

Q What did you do after that? 

A I then entered a SPW, hall track and went alcng on this 

SPW until La Gl eize and throueh La Oleize until Cheneux and there 

was an air attack shortly 1n front of Cbeneux . 

Q Where did you go After the air attack? 

A Arter the &ir attack we continued to,rarda Cheneux and 

near the foreet a tank or the first Company drove pass our SPW" 

and the camnander o:f this tank, as he passed by, called over to the 

SFW1 "AJ..1 members of the let Comp8J:lJr whose ve~cles have been i:*J,t 

out of action, get on the tanka. 11 The whole poin'i of the t:.ank 

USO 
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colwan stopped shortly in tront of a curve and I then got out ot 

the SPI' and got on the tank ot Sgt. Strehla,r. Tech. Sgt. St,rehlcnr 

1rU1 tran the lat Company. 

Q Did you __!.ee arything unusual after you climbed up on 

Strehlcw's Panther? 

,l Yes. 

Q Deecribe what you saw? 

4 liil stopped for a ehort ltl.le and then an American Jeep 

approached ue coming from the opposit e direction. The point of the , 

tank column opened tire on this Jeep . One .American s oldier driving 

in the Jeep waa killed immediately. The s econd soldier in the 

Jeep played dead and had taken about this position (indicattne) . 

Thereupon a man .f'rom a SPW came dffln'l to the Jeep and pulled t he 

soldier out of the Jeep by hie collar. The German soldier then !hot 

the American soldier With a machine pistol on a small si de road 

next to the higti,,ey. 

Cl Whil e the German soldier was marching the American 

soldier from the Jeep, <liq you hear any shouting? 

A. I can't remember that. 

Q HOW' far away was the American sol dier from the Germtp1 

soldier when he was shot by the l attor? 

A He might have been three or f our paces away. 

Q How far away were you from t he pl ace where the A.mericar~ 

was shot? 

A 35 to 40 met~rs possibly• 

Q Do you know aeybody fr om t ho cr ews of thes e SPW•s ? 

A No, I didn' t Imo,r aeybody-? 

MR . µCMITZ : You. may cross examine . 

Rl!OlC\SS EXAl!DIATION 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE : (LT , COL, DWIIIELL) 

(P].o-=-a.crose ) 

u8:l 
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Q Juat befora thi& Arrerioan so l dier •a shot he triad 

to a•oape to th9 y,ood•r ii that oorreotl 

J. Ba didn't att.empt to aaoape. TM German •oldiar 

ll'l)tioned to hi!n that he wu to run to•rd--that he we.a supposed 

to go towards tha 1¥0od• . 

Q Do you rerrember being inWrrogatod by •ome offia•ra 

and peopla sitting at this table about three 1'Hlu ago? 

A Yea. 

Q Do you r emembe r being qu'!ationed about this aane :1noi-

dent that you have j ua t -tnat i f i ad a bout? 

A Yes. 

Q f'.ara you aske d thia question: "Di d you sea any other 

incident in the E ife l orrena i ve whe r e P . W. 1 s or civilians we r e 

s hotY" 

A With t he e xception 0 1' the cu es whic h I told the De-

fe nae about, no. 

Q ½e ll, do you rem, mbe r making t h ie ata temanti "There 

111 anotMr case . That waa aftor La Gla i ze . We pa11 3ed through 

La Gl obe on t he 18th and we r e attacked by fighter bombers . Ve 

then p roceeded eastward •nd oatr8 there into the ll'OOda . The apea r 

hnd, t-wo t.anka, s topped . Besides throe or four S s ,riera stand

ing t here." I intend to oont1nu, reading tha ann.er but I want 

to ask if he r emembers up to that point. 

A Yaa. 

Q And then n ldng thia atatamen t: "All or a auddan a 

jeep in which two Alll9rioan aoldiara -.,re sitting drove to-.rd u1 

at pretty high spe!'d•" 

A Yea. 

Q "It atopprd shor tly in front of our tank and the S '• 

spened fire •" 

A Yea . 

( Plohrarm - ReoroH) 
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~ "The one 1oldittr in th-9 jeep • a hit. The Anrfoan. 

who •• sitting on the r ight 1ide beaide the driwr jumped out 

or the jHp , anted to run to the woods , and •• shot.• Do you 

rel'!Wmber making that 1taternent1' 

A No. 

IEPENSE: COUNSEL1 Nothing further trom the Def.enee. 

RBDIRECT lillMlllUIOII 

QIESTIOII& BY PROaECUTm•<•~ Slowit,) 

Q Plohqnn, at the tin you spoke to the Defenae Counsel , 

r srerr i ng to the conversation whi ch he just rrt1ntionsd to you , •re 

you under oat.'I\T 

J. Yea. 

Q At ths time the Gor11W,n ahot the .A.in,rioan with the M. P . --

(Oft the record disouaaion . ) 

QlEST IONS BY l'ROSE CUTION (!<r . ELOWI1'l) 

Q Plohrrann, yo u atato d that you w,ro under oath at t ho 

tin'n you spoke to the Dafense Counsel. How Wilre you n,orn, do you 

r eoall 'i 

A I miaundaratood the queation. I wasn't put under oath 

by t he Defense coun,e l, 

Q Now I direct your att9ntion t o the atab't men t you DI.de 

preTioualy, that the O.r111an soldie r l!lOtioned t.o t.'lte J.merioan to 

take orr for tha woods just before he ahot him. Will you d111ron

atrate in 11rhat anner he motioned to him? 

A Hs had grabbed ths 1oldi1tr bshind on the collar and 

po inWd with hia hand for him to r un in the direction of the foraat 

and gave him a 11tth pu1h . 

Q How far did tne Atrerioan go before he T•a shot'!" 

A The man mde about two or throe or four step,. Taken 

t,,,o or three or tour ate pa. 

}ft. &LOWITZ: That ia all . 

( Plohnann - Redirect) 
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PRES lffiHT: Any quut i ons by the oourt1 

[Eft:BSE COtlfS~L1 No thing further from the Defltnae. 

PRESI DENT1 Any qua at ions by the Cour t Y .Apparently 

none. The wit:o.ese is exou••d• 

(Whereupon the witnus -.s exou1utd and withdrew from 

the court room.) 

m. SU>WlTZt TH• Pro aaouti on reoalla its wi tneu, ht 

Lt . WILLIAH R. PERL. 

1ST LT. WI LLIA M R. PERL, reoall8d as a witneu for tM 

Prosecut i on , hiving been preTioua l y sworn, testiried further •• 

followe : 

(Where upon the queetions , answers and other prooeediJg e 

vie ro interpreted to the German oounaal and the aoouud.) 

RBDIRBCT EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY AR • E W WITl: 

Q You are re minded you ar•et etill \Ulder oath? 

A Yea , air. 

Q In the oourH of your intsrrogati on at I . P . No . 2 

Soh,,aabi• on Hall did you e ver have oooaa i on to interrogate a peraon 

by tbs nant or Paul ZwigartT 

A Yes , air. 

Q Did Paul Zwigart make a staterrent to youT 

A Yes, air . 

Q V8s the statement oral or written? 

A Ha nde an oral ateterrent first and the aubatanoe of it 

•s taken into a vitt,n statement. 

Q Could you identify Paul Zwigart if you wero to sea him 

again? 

A Yes, air. 

Will you look over at the aoouaed on your 1-sft and identif'y 

Paul Zwigart? 

A He is wearing Ho . 7t . 

(Lt. Perl - Rsdirect) lt'.84 



Mt. EIDWITZ1 TH• Proeeoution hands the reporter • _..it
btn i.natrunent and nqueata that it be marked Proaeoution'• Er 

hibit No. 97 for identil'ioation. 

(Vihereupon th9 dooum,nt re!'erred to above •• narked 

Proaeoution'a Exhibit P-97 for I dentit'ioation.) 

QUESTIONS BY UR . EIOWITZ1 

\' Lt. Perl, I hand you a 1'!"1ttsn inatrunent n-.rked 

Proaeout1on'• ii:xhibit P- 97 for identification and ask you to iden

tity it, •it you oan. 

J. Yes , I lllowit. It ie a written statement from Zwigart. 

It ia ..1tten in hia 'W!"iting and signed by him. 

Q V,il,ait wit-ten and aigned by Paul Z1Jigart 1n your prea-

9noe't 

.A I t ••s certa inly signed in my preaonoe. I am pre tty cer-

ta i n i t -.1 written i n my preaenoc too. 

Q ' s tho _atatell'IBnt n-.de voluntarily? 

A Yes, air. 

Q Did you aub jeot Paul Zwigart to oruel and harsh troatuent 

in order to obta in that atatement? 

A No , air. 

Q Did you make any thruta or promises to Zwigart in order 

to ob tain the atatemant't 

A No , air . 

Q la the Paul Z"igart who wrot8 and signed that statement 

the aaire Paul Zwiger t whom you have j ua t identi.tied? 

A Yea, airJ he ia . 

Q. 'Yit.a the atatemnt ahown to h im? 

A Yea, air . 

Q Do you know who adminia tered the oath? 

A Yea, air; I did . 

1ft. EIOWITL1 Th9 ProaecuUon o ffers in evidence ita 

(Lt. Perl - Redirect) ubS 
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Exhibit !lo. 97 for Ict.nt11'1oation, reque•ts that it be attaohed 

to tht record and nrbd Pro,eoution', Exhibit No. P- ~7. 

LT CUL DWINHEL: The Detenae· objeotl to tne 9Tidenoe 

on tho arotm.da previoualy at.t.ied. 

FRESIDENTi Objection onr ruled. 'n,,e Exhibit oftered 

by the Proaeoution is admitted in evidence and ,.111 be narked 

P-97, 

(\'hereupon the doounent referred to above having pr e -

vioualy been n.rked and identified •11 reoeiTedin evidence •• 

Prosecution's Exhibit .P - 97, and the sane is attaoned hereto and 

Eede a part of' the record. ) 

m. ELOW1rl1 The Proaeoution afters in evidence a true 

and oorreot English translation o f i te Exhibit P-97 . 

CAPTA IN NARVID1 It i t p l e ase the Court, t he D!tfenae da

aire a to interpose another objection, if v.e oan hava leave, at 

this tine . 

PRESI!EN T: What is the objeotion! To th!t E::chib itY 

CAPTAIN NJ.RVID1 Obje ction to so muoh of th& Exhibit 

as relat&s to other inc i dents than the E itel of fensive. 

LAVI' J.EWER: Without &ny furthar argurrent, the Court 

does not know what it saya yet . 

CAPTAIN NJ.RVIDi 'i'iell , if you permit the roading ot it, 

air , tht n the damge would have a l ready been done. 1'18 Detenae 

is ask ing to 00jeot to any eTidenoe eubmitted by the Prosecution 

at this tiJD!I which aeeks to surround th!!I aooueed with a cr imina l 

propenaity, it would be tante.munt to ottering evidence or bad 

oharaoter -wnen oharaotor i s not in issue• To offer evidence ot 

previous oriims or previoul!I dolinque"loies on the part of the ao-

ouaad would be in viola tion of' tne Mi litary Governrrent P.i&nual 

fo r Legal and Fr i son Officers. And I rerer to Paragraph 12 , aub

division 5, page 57 or tha t hnua.l • 

(Lt. Perl - Redirect) .1.:b6 
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lR . EW WITZ1 l 'ay it phue the Cour t, ono or the nos t 

ele11.entary rules 01' ovidenoe relating to the admissibility ot 

oonteaa:l.on1 clearly states that a oonfeaaion will not be a dmit

ted i n ~art ; it will be totally adrniuible or totally inadmiu

ible. And if the oonfeaaion contains rratter rna-tar i al to the ie-

1ue19 at atake and attar irrmaterial to tho iuuea at bar then the 

oonfeeaion 'lll'ill be admitted for what it is l'IOrth and the s ubject 

ma.tter that i8 not maUlrial to the iuuea wi ll ~ given wha-tsver 

noight the Court deaides to g ive i t. 

LAW lt'B'BBR : In a nwnber of oue11 this Court has already 

r ul ed tha t i t is sitting not only as a Jury but as a Jury and Co1,Q-t. 

The Court itaolf will da o ide -whethe r it will a dn,it anything or 

whether or not it wi11 pla oa any va 1 ue on it• The same r ul ing as 

1rt:1da on previous oooas iona will be made no w. The motion is den ie d . 

J'otion ii, denied and objection over r uled . 

PRE: S IDENT1 Exh ibit P- 9~/ hes been ad rnitWd in evidence. 

J;R . li:W'!ll'l'Z: The Prosecution offers in evidencs a true 

and corr ect En glish tranala. tion of ite Bxhibit P- 97, requests 

that it be attached to the r eco rd and that i t be marked Proseou

tion'a Exhibit P-97-A . 

(\'/he reupon the doowrent r efer~d to above MIi rrarke d 

Prosecution• 15, Exhibit P- 97 -A !'or ldantifioa t ion.) 

JEFENSE COUNSE L: No objaction on behalf of tho Defenae . 

PRESTIENT: There being no objaotion, the £xhibit of

fered by the Proaacution ii admittedin avidenoe &Dj will be nark

ed P-97•A . 

(1\hereupon the doow:ent referr ed to above having pre 

v iously bean tm.rked and identified 1111,a received in evidence aa 

Proeeoution'a Exhibit P- 97 -A, and the Hm! ia attache d hereto and 

rade a part or the reoord. ) 

LR . 610",'ITZ: Per-i, iuion ia reqUl!lated for the Proeeoution 

(Lt. Perl - Redirect) 
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to read ita Exhibit P-97-A. 

PRES IIENT1 Granted . 

( 'Mle reupon Proaecution'a Exhibit P-97-A •• read in the 

E:ngliah language, aa fo1lowa1 

"I entered the SS in Nove mber 19S9 voluntarily and 
r eoeind my SS eonooling in the oonoentration oanp nlCHAU. 
From DA.CHAU I -.s ordered for about 10 daya to the concen
tration oattp BUCBENW1LD. In BUCHENVllLD the priaonera had 
t o build barracks and a garage. From the oonoentration 
camp BUCl1ENWALD I again returned to the concentrat i on OHi' 
DA.Clil.U. I have no t k ille d or mietreated priaoner11 either 
in BUCtiEN1\J.LD or DACHAU. I :rt,s a t that t ime Ullde r t he 
oo'tlqnd of t ha 'IOT3N¥0PMRBANtR • 2nd TOTENKOPF Re g irrent, 
16th Conpany . 

" From th, oonoenU"a t i on c a mp DACHAU I wa s tranaferred 
in tM middle of lla r ch 1940 t o the L. SS . A. H. to whian I 
be long up t o t his tine . Since June 1941, I belonge d with
out in terrup tion to the sane battalion. 'lhie ba t talion ia 
no w called the 3rd , Since approxinti,ly t he beginning of 
1943 , i t .aa called tha 3r d ba ttal i on. Thia ba tta lion oqm
rrended by Haup t aturl!!f'uehrer J ose f DIFFENTRAL 'MIB a par t or 
t.he 2nd Panzer Grenadie r Regt. L,SS .A.H. 

"I will truthf'ull y" \lll" i W down wha t I know about the 
ehooting of c iv ilians or pr i aonera of' ..-.r. In ROOSlA gen
erally, we did not take any priaone ra a t all. loet of the 
priaonere had ba,c,n •urrounde d at the beg inning of the •r 
aga ins t RWSU. . Whan the fighting baoae huvier and tM 
Ge r nim advance alo,.,ed do-,,n , prisoners of --.r we r e onl y 
taken i n spec ial 1.natanoee • 

"On var i ous ocoaaiona 1'18 burned dow •1hol e villages 
wi t h our blow-torcnea . Eapeo ia!ly I r enBmber two caaea1 

one i n the apring of 1943 when 1't'8 expreu l y r ace i ved the 
order near KHAR KOV to est a village afi r e and"buttp off 11 all 
inhabitants " inoJ.udin& ~r!8D and children" . lmen I aay
"we" I m an the third ba tta li.on whion at t hs t tirre 1Wt.B led 
by Hauptaturmfuahror PEIFER . Aa far aa I know he originat
ed the order peraonu.l y . Our ba ttaJ ion ,,.a , at that tine, 
cut off from the main imit, and operated on ita own, aome
titooa her e e.nd aoma tim,a there. I myself did not aee Haupt
aturmf'uehrar AUFER , who -.a with ua at that tim,, shooting 
at civilians. Ho•ver, it waa generaJ.ly knowri in the unit 

that he actively participa1ll9d in th ia action. 

"I aaw in this village wh i ch wa.a of odium size (approx
imate ly 600-899 inhabitanta) how our battalion set the houaea 
a fire with the blowtorcn . I MS tank driver and on that 
occasion I did not leave my tanlr, I atcod with my SPW at 
the entrance of the Yillage and •tched the Wantrynn or 
Qur battalion running ar o,md with b!owtorchea and saw at 
l east ona ldlo aet a houae afire . The Wantr)'dn of our 
battalion ran around in between the burning houses wi'W'l 
nehine gune and r iflee shooting into the houau . 

(Zwigart ate1Jl9ment) 
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"Another oaae whioh I reoal ex,otly during' lllhioh an 
entire Tillage ,,.., 'wiped out ', took plloe in th.a 11.lJllttlDr 
or 1943 during the teint attaok Oil KW.SK 1n th• BELGOROD 
Hotor, At that tima the Inrantrynn of our battalion re
oeiwd the o1d•r "Blowtorohe1 readyl". I , myPlt, heard 

t~ r.:u:t:t:•~r~!r~~n:~::m~=~ ~;:::::~:, 
given to all oompaniH of tha battalion . ·I don't kn.ow any 
more whether on t_!lil oooaeion it •• ettphui&ed ~ether 
woman and ohildrep, u •11 had to be •bwrped orr J howaTW, 
1n aooordanoe with previoua preotioe, it waa api,.rent what 
•• Dant. I ••• clearly in thia caae wh!l n woman with 
children among them, oau, running out or the burning houeea 
and how they •r• moW1d doll!ll by our mn. The nanea of 
thoae who 1110re shooting I don't know any longer, but the 
whole batta lion participated . I , myael r , however , did not 
shoot but aat at the controls o t' my 'tank , •tching. 

"On no oooaaion did I notioe any resiatanoe on the 
part of the population, nor d id I see any r es i stance !'1-om 
anybody, and alao newr did I see from any house in which 
• fired, that the fire •• returned. 

"This villa ge ..as a bit larger than the one described 
before• While wiping out the firat village , it •s u-
nounced t hat an inhabitant of the village had shot into a 
truck with aewral Ge rman \\"Ounded . I n the ae cond de acribed 
caae , no reasons were g i ven . 

"After wiping out of the ,econd village described here, 
our battalion •s "H•l"ded" with the narre "Blowtorch Battal
ion" • and !'1-om there on our tactical aymbol .,..a the Blow
toron and r enw.ine so up to today. 

11 1n NOR!~DY 1 have only once heard the o r de r not to 
take prhonera . On 7 August 1944 , I 1'18 i,he drinr of Ober
sturmf'uahrer Hana SCHMIDT. It I am not greeatly D'.istaken, 
t hat morning Baupti,turmfuehrer DIFF£HTHAL' S ear-drum 
,... punotured and Oberaturmfuehrer SCHMIDT took h i s p laoe . 
At that time--it 1'488 cloae to THI LLI , near CAEN - - wl:lan I 
pane d food to Ober aturmfuehre r SCID IDT , he t ol d !ll9 ''Pre
s u9'bl y ,,, ra ce nie;ger troopa - -ir thia ia tr uo , naturally 
no priaoner a of • r lfill bel taken. Vie will "give it" to 
thtae half - monk-eys l " I t ia pouiola that instead or "half'-
monkeya" ha uaed another similar l'!Ord , but that ia what .,.. 
DBant . In the BitEL offensive I only lmow or one single 
shooting and I admit to have shot an A!Nrican prisoner or 
war on the 18th DeoeD'lber 1944 c loae to 4 o'clock: in the af
ternoon. Ro•ver, al though I di d no t haw an order to ahoot 
tnia prisoner, I•• not, and a...--n not •-re of any •ong-dotng. 
I aoted with the understanding of Ha uptatur mf'uehr e r DIFFEM
THAL, and Oberaturmbannfuehrer l'EIPER , in whoae preaenoe 
nade thB preparation f o r the shooting , and t her efor e ahot 
the prisone r wi t h their lmowledge , 

" Via tt'anled on the road between two villages the namu 
of whioh I don ' t recall any ir.ore • The village "" ca ms from 
-.a the one in -which 11'9 had j ust previously aus1jained a 
heavy- air a ttaok . The village in th& direction 1D whiob • 
dro..e '11'88 tlle one 1D 'Which tM bridge na blo-.i up and to 
11'1T:1.on 11118 nad to return ,later u1ing the aan:e road. 

(Zwigart atataN nt) 
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"I •s the dr i nr ot DIFff:NT8'L 1S SPW. A• -11 •• 

myaalt • on thia SPW rods Haupteturmtuehrar DIMNTHAL and 
th• Cotrml!lnder Oberaturmbannfuehrer PEIPER . Abo traveled 
on this S PW Unbtr1cnarruahrn Paul FACKEU!EYER u w911 H 

Rottenfuehrer Rane J.SS~N''J.CHE:R . The SPW 1'11 like all 
SPW ' 1:--opan and th9 haade or the oc:soupanta exteinded abon 
the aides, i n eucn a -.y that enn if one 1a aitting, one 
oan He out. In oaae of fir ing, ona muat 'duok ' in order 
to be oovered . 

"I, myaelf. have prepared a sketch wh:lch glvoa the •x
aot position ot' everyone i n the SPW, and I attach th i s sketch 
to my statement. On this is .D'l9ant1 

No. l. My driver's aeat 
No . 2 . Rottenfue hrer ASS E:N ?tlACHER (Aut. dr iver and 

radio operator} 
No. 3 • Hauptsturmfuehrer Dlr' FENT11AL--si tting on th• 

benoh . 
No . 4 . Obersturnd'ua hre r J-'EIPER - -s i tting on the other 

bench . 
No . 5. Unte rechar fuohra r FAC REL\13YER . 
No . 6. Baggage, 
No . 7 . Radio Bquipment. 

"As f ar a& I r emembe r, ctoH to 4 o'oloo Jr- in the af -
0

:~::;/!:ta !i::;:~~;w~;a!~e;1t:;r.!:ntt!:ho: t~:d 
l e ft aide of t he road . 

"Poeeibly 2 kilollll!l'te re, or it may have been :5 kilo 
meters, possib l y even a gr eate r d is t ance banind t nia Pan
ther (PS ), on t he r ignt-hand aide o r the road stood aoroo 
SFW1 a from our battalion . I drove paa t the SFW1 e and stop
ped about astride the Pantne r, on th, r i ght aidi, of the 
road as I v:H ordere d to do by Hauptatur mfuehrer DIFFEN
THAL 'ffllo MU sitting be hind lffl . DIFrnNTttA L ahou'OO d "b:> the 
oormne.nderof the Pant he r asking -..hat had happened and told 
him to proceed . I do not recall th& answer ot' the Panther 
Comnander any more , but I know, however , tha t afterviarda 
l'auptstur mfuehrer DIFFBNTHAL took the n,p into hi s nend end 
Ha uptaturmfue hrer DIFffiNTi:tAL aa -,11 aa Obe ra tur'l'1 f uahr er 
FEIF~R l ooked at this map . 

" Yfh ile t M y ..., re doing ao, t he Adj utant ' s St'W a ppr oach
ed fr om the rear and cam, to a halt in between us, approxi
mte ly half a longth ahead of ua . Appr oxim& te l y at the aa ma 
tillll!I , I be lie ve i t .,,.. just a a th~ Ad .1 utan t'a Pan t er had ar
rived , nn A"'8r1can J ee p whose driver a pparently d i d not know 
that l'• -,,er e the r e , oam, driving to.,..r da ua a t • gr e a t 
speed . On9 or the nhioln bea1de ua opened fire with tho 
ma china gun; i t l':81!1 eit her the Ad j utant' a t ank or the Pan
ther . I don ' t lmow any longer whion or the two vehiol ee 
s t a r ted t o ahoot ; ho w, ve r , ours d id not snoot. 

"The drive r of the jaep t.« s apparently hit and drove 
into the fr ont of the Ad j utant ' s tan.Ir . Afte r t ha t the oo 
oupan t ot' a.Ll venio l e a watone d with ourioaity. 

"S emone , I b3 J.1e ve it v-e a l nteraoharfuo ?)re r Rilf.;J(.. fr-0111 the AdjU..•t' s t anlr , poH ioly alao one or two o ther a- 
none of t hem f r o"'Tl our +.an.Ir, disu:OW!i7.>ti an1 1:1 tood aroll!ld the 
j H p .,, i thout anythin& ha ~peninl'" . Thenupon Ha up tsturrluehrer 

(Zwigart state en t ) u '.:O 
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DIFFSNTR1L gave tha order, "Z WIGART, ra?rOTe t hi, Jeep--we • 
don't have any time". \'lhils ,till in the SPW I notioed 
two Ami,rioana in tho Jeep who a ppoared to be either wound
ed or dead. I .,,ent to the Jeep where Unte raonarfuehrer 
RINEK--I.rel!llnber with certainty that it •• h im--oalle d 
my attention to the fact that one of tM· Americana still 
liwd and just pretended to be dead. I belian that thia 
,...,s the driftr of t~ jeep but I ••by no nane ,ure. 
Ro•nr, one ne dead and one pre 'btnded to be dead. I 
shouted to tbs living one thet he should get up , getting 
ho ld of him at the san time in order to show him what I 
wan'bl!id. After thil!I the j,mc,rioan diamounted from tffl jHp 
and as far as I could see he •• not ll!Ounded . 

"I have t o u.y now that at t hat tins I •a vory n.d 
at the Americans for obviou11 reason,, OOoausa j ust before , 
• sustained a heavy air attack . 

"For that reason , and beoo.use I knew that my s uperior 
Haupt 11tur1nfU6hrer DIFFENTHAL, and Conumnder Oberaturmbartll
fu3hrer PE IPER , who "8,11 also pr e11ent , at leas t woul dn't 
mind if I lhot the pr boner, I deoided to 11hoot him. 

"I •s asked at the in'b3rrogation how I knew that 
DIF.FENTHAL and PEIPER would a gree, and I sa i d at t hil'J oral 
interrogat ion that I • knew" tna m. I have been long enough 
in the :"affen SS to know that even i.f no specifio orde r is 
issued to shoot a oertain prisoner of .-r. the officers at 
least don 't mind i t. Aleo I knew Oberaturmbannfuohrer as 
a radioal SS rran . I t ,.a known in th, re glmmt thet he, 
before he oani, to Ul'I, 11'8.S RI~ !LER 1S Adj utant and H " R1 a 
rignt-hand man , also, a lengthy explana tion ae 1x> whother 
I was doing rignt by presuming tha agre tn1ent of these two 
high r anking offioera ia therefore unnecessary beoa.uae the 
cirou1n1tanoea themaelvaa a..k.e t h is agreenMtnt apparent . 

"Fro:n the beginning to the end, Haupteturmfuehrer DIF
FENTBAL as well as Oboratur1J1.bannfuehror PEIPBR ..-.tohe d,and 
I know that I as a Rotten fuohrer lVOuld csrtai nly not hove 
dared to do anything under the 1r ayes whio h I uaum,d M:Ju ld 
no t be per mitted by th~ 

" I indicaWd ,-iith my hand to the American tm t he 
should go to my SPW. I walked half a step benind him .Since, 
the moll'll!nt l"3 discover e d t hat ha "NH alive, he held his handa 
over his head until the JD:>rmnt he died . 

"That he waa an Amsr lean I ra cogn b ed by his Amerioan 
unitorm. He waa wsaring A!D8 r i oan o . n . trouser• , Ams r ican 
combat boots, and on h i s sleevu he had, aa far as I can 
remember, one or two atripe• j uat l ike an Al!l8rioan Priva te 
Firat Claaa or Corpora l wears . Aa f ar as I can remember, 
wh ile dia;nounting he did not have hh ateel helmt on any 
l onger. Also, his 1'18:apcn muat have romained in the vehicle 
because I a m aura that I did not see a weapon on h im. 

"I stapp'! d with the priaoner to my SPW and aa far as 
I can re mur.bar at the aidel'b~re Dil'~FENT!IAL and F.lC~ V EY!i:R 
aat. I said to FAC~LJEYoR "Rand rm tlf9 M.·Pi- - 1 11hpot thia 
nn . " TMreafter FACKE LIBTZR pued the Jr! .Pi. At that 
t1Jre comrades in aoim of th, vehicl•• and aom, standing at 

(Zw1&art statement} 
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thit lidu, ahoubld loudly and enoouragingly "Go ahead-
bunp him oft" 1 aho similar t..l\inga. 

"I uid during my oral in1Brrogation that it•• j uat 
like the "LEIPZIG FAIR", and I •• Hked to explain what I 
imant by that. Thi a I will de. From ail aidea I•• 
wa t ohi,d with ourioaity1 tho noiact of the encouraging 1hout-
1ng, and in be been Oberaturmbanntu,hrer PE IP.BR holler inc 
to Ha uptaturmtuahrer DIFFENTfU.L repea1Jtdly "Quiok--leta go-
,. don'thave any time." 

"I don't 111Dt to implicate my ortioera w j uetly and 
thsrafore atate under oath th!lt thia "Quiok. Quick " di• 
not r e fer to the fact that the priloner had to be ahot ab10-
lut9ly quick ly. The "Quick" muon rathar re!"erred ~'the 
fact that I would have to olHr the thing up myulf one -.y 
or the other . On tbs other hand, even if I did not raoein 
an order to ahoot, the two offioere in my SPW knew exactly 
that I MIil going to shoot the prisoners as they did not aay

() anytht n g aga i nst i t, and I ha d to auuma that I aobld correct
ly. Obarsturmbannfuahrar PEIPER and Hauptsturmt'uehrer DJl!'FEN
TRAL •tched ever ythi ng and I saw both or them looking out 
of the vehicle. Furthermore, they aaw me come with tha pril
oner to the SPW u k ing for tha !d' .Pi and receiving i t. \\ha t 
tha t mans lllOUld have been clear to an SS oftioer, even if 
th<J c rowd had not shouted at the aam time " Bun:p h im off11 • 

"I am rather tall and I can look into the SPW while 
etanding outside; when 1 laked for the M.Pi I aaw PEIPER 
on th9 oppos 1ti, bench, a itting on the blar.ke te which I had 
spread out tor him. Ytb,en I aske d for the M.P i he glanced 
at ma quickl y and impatiently and then l ooked at his nap • 
. The r e exists no doubt t ha t DIFFENTHAL aa .,.e ll as PEIPER 

{. knew 'ffl\&t I 'MIS going to do , but both were disintere•bld 
about it. After I r eceived the n ohi ne pistol , I led the 
prisoner to tM edge of tho road immi,dia b9ly behind which( 
the woods oonmBncaa: during this tine• my conradtu called 
" Bump him off". Before the edge of the woods • when tite 
prisoner had •lk:ad a bout 3 a18pa in front of rm, I drew 
rrry glm and a ined at his he a d and I fired a burst of a bout 
l U-1 5 shots into his head, where upon the Awrican imne
d iately fell dead . 

11 1 took another abort l ook at the body, to a aaura my
ae .Ll that the prisoner .,,,.. really dead . Ha .,... already 
dead . He had a huge hole in his head and the blood f l o-wed 

in strearre . Apparently all my ehots ,,a,re hita • .r.a I 
shot at the J.marioan, the Ame rican l'/8nt at a r egular wa lk 
ing paoe ll8 I had told him to do. I a d.mi t that in the 
prison oamp at ZUFFENHAlS BN I had requested R!HEK, that in 
oasa anybody ahould find out about th!J killing . ha ahould 
c l aim that th~ American MS shot T.hila V ying to escape. 

"R IN.~K then remo-ved the watch from tha body and illlllfl 
diate ly after tho shooting , ha joyoudy shouted "How I have 
at least ll •ton" • 

"Imm,diabl ly aftsr thak illing , I returnad to my SPW. 
Tko Auerican had been shot about 10 mtera frem my SPlf. 

".Aa I raturnad, DIFF1:a~tiil. uked rm what waa in.aide the 
(hrigart atab,m,nt) 
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j ttep. I replied "Mina•" and tMreupon ha hollered at me 
ti.t I ahould onoe and tor all get tlw j eep out of the •Y• 

He did not aay anythi ng about the •hooting. At thia tine 
there •• no battle noiltt and no othar ahota W!lre fired ex
cept mine. 

"I couldn't get the jMp out ot the • Y beoauae or 
broken lll'heell, ,ortu,raupon DIF'FENTHAL ordered n. to oona baok 
to the SPW and we puaMd tM jeep out of th9 •Y wi th our 
Pan&era. 

"I regret that I ahot the . prisoner. 

"Tbs aoene or the shooting I have aJ.ao ahom on the 
aketoh .tlioh I have prepared. Thie aketoh I have numbered 
n. On that No. 1 me ans Panther, Mo. 2 Adj utant'a SPW, 3 
our SPW, 4. Jeep , 6. SPW, 8. Houaa, 7 . place of shooting. 

0 "I have n-.da t hia ata temen t Toluntar i ly, uninfluenced 
by threats, force, or promisi,a and he,ve written i t dolCl withu my own hand. 

"I believe in God and I a m ••re of' the I mportance 
of an Oath. 

"I s....,ar that this atatemnt is tbt whob and pure 
truth, llld conta i ns nothfog but thi, truth . 

"I wi ll repeat this ata ten-ent at any tiire bef ore any 
c ourt. 

( s igned) Paul ZWIGART 
SS . Uaoha. 
11 Fobruary 1946 . 

Wi tneas i 
( 3igned ) RAPHAEL SRU11.6.CKER 

Ca pt C!.P0 
Sworn to and s ubscribed be fore me thh 11 th 
day of February 1 946, at SCID'l!BISCH HALL, 
Gernny. 

WI LLIA1! R PERL 
1st L t . M. I . 0- 665149 

Inve at i gator-•Examiner . li'ar Cr inea Branoh. Wi;ET" 

(Zll'igart 1W.tJ11mnt) 



(whe r e up on the Court r ec onvened at 15:30 hou r s . ) 

PRESI DEMT: Court wil l come to or der . 

PROSECUTI OH : I i' t he ~OUJ"t p l e a s e , l e t the 

r e cord show t h a t a l l me mber s of t he Court , a ll me mb ers 

of t h e pr ose c ut ion with the excep t i on of Cap t. Byrne 

who i s a b sen t on bus ·lness of the pr ose cut ion , a ll 

membe rs of the dei'ense wi th the exc epti on of Nr . Strone; 

wh o fs absent on bus ine ss of the de i'en se , a l l of the 

de fe ndan ts an d r ef'.lor t e r ur e p r eser..t . 

WI LLI A ~ PERL , c a lled as a witne ss f or t he pr ose c u 

tion , r e sume d the s t Rnd and t est f e d fur t h.er through 

an interpr e t e r a s fo l l ow ~: 

REDIRECT '1:XA!'INATIOH ( CONTINUED ) 

MR . i:i"LQ''/ITZ : Lt . Per l, ou are r eminded that 

you ar e s ti l l under Ca th . 

L A'.'! JIT:MBER : Befor e pr cceedin3 , the Cour t 

wi l l p ut a short s t atement on r e c or d . I n order to 

clar ify the s ituation wi th r e spe ct t o t he :In troduction 

o f the sta t ement about t o b e t r ans l ated , and n p ar 

t i cul ar so t hAt thn rii:;ht s of the accused wi ll not be 

afi'e c ted , a ll tho.t 9ort on of the statement which ct, als 

w! th matters other than th(' .:. fel o!'fenst ve will be 

disre:::;arded by the Court , and in particular the stnte 

ments with resr.iect to the Russ an front ·.vr':l'ch Are 

cloarl,:" 11"!'llTlaterial and irrele vant to the issues :1n 

this case . 

(Whereupon the statement was read n Jerman . } 

r.:R . !!'.LOWITZ : Prosecution offers i n ev. dance 

two picture a1'fid11v1 ts executed ,b,r accused Paul Zwizart 

identifying phato,~raph of accused Joachim Pe i per and 
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142 , 2sp accused Josef Dierenthal and requests that it be 

attached to the record and marked Pi:osecution Exh bit 

Nos . P- 97 - B and C r e spect vely . 

( Whereupon the documents referred to wer e marked 

Prosecution Exhibits Nos , P - 97 - B and P - 97 - C by the 

reporter. ) 

DE MSE COUNSEL : On behal !' of the de.fense 

ther e is no objection to the p idure affidavits or 

necessity for readi nz the same and it is further 

stipulated t hat the photoe;ranhs are tt-,ose of the 

accused Peiper and Diefenthal. 

PRESI DENT: Th ere be nc no ob jection the 

exhibits offered are ad.mi ttod in ev de nee and wi ll 

be marked ~xh 1b1ts p _g7 _3 and P- 97 - C. 

(Wh e reupon t he documents referre d t o , havinc; 

been previ ously marke d were r e ce ive d tn evidenc e 

as Prosecution Exhibits Nos . P - 9? - B and P- 97 - C 

and are attached he r e to and made a p ar t of the 

record . ) 

QlT,S'EONS BY PROSECUTI O 1 ( '-l!L .,L0\'1! TZ CC-lTTD) 

Q Lt . Perl , ~n the cour se of ,~our i n t e rro~etion 

at I P 'f-.To . 2 Sch waeb!sch Ha l l , d d you ever ln t e r roeate 

a ner son by t h e name of Josef Die f entha l ? 

A Yes , s r . 

Did he make a st.a tement to you? 

A Yes . He Made several statements . 

LAW P.".F.''13::::R : J'r . -lowit~ , just in the idea 

of continuity , don ' t you want to offer the wi tnAss for 

cro s s examination on the present statement? 

11L -=:LO'V!TZ : I was -;0 1 nr- to present both 

s ta t ements ,hat t e witn"'ss was to test1 f'y t o and 
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then .cross exam ne on both of the m. We cW'l proceed 

much faster . 

DEFE TSE COUNSEL : It 1 s pe r fectl y all ri e;ht 

e:lther way the Cour t desi r es . 

PRE SIDENT : Procee.,J . 

QUESTIO NS BY '.IR . ELOl.'/ITZ ( C0'1TD) 

Q. We r e t he statements made to you by Josef 

Diefenthal oral or written? 

A First oral statements and th1:m he wrote it 

all down . 

Could you identify Josef Diefenthal if' you 

were to see him a z ain? 

A Yes , sir . lie is pr esent and he is wear ng 

number 10. 

?~ . 'L0\"'TT'3 : 'l~e prose cution h~ds to the 

re r. orter a v,ritt en in:Jtrument and reques ts t hat 

be marked Prosecution Extdbit Ho , 98 for identificati on . 

(Whe reup on the document r efe rred to was mar ke d 

Prosecut i on Exhibit No . 9 8 for den t f i cation by t he 

r e ..,. or ter.) 

~ Lt . Perl, I hand ou a \'Tri t ten nstrurnent 

mar¥ed Prosecu on ;•xh b t 1'To . P- 98 for i dent f cation 

~nd aslc you to identify 1 t f you can . 

Ve s . I t ' s a statement wr.:tten by Josef 

~ efenthE<l and si"necl hv hi, . 

~ /as thf'> stritement writt~n an <>i ... ned 'n 

your presence? 

A I t was si~ned ~n my ri resence . It was not 

written :l.n my T'resonce . 

~ Vere you nreael"lt r·t. any time: ifur.:!..n-::; the 

,'l?'ltin.:; of it? 

(Lt . Ferl - Redirec t) 
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A Yes . I was seve r a l t i mes in the room in 

wh ich he was writin!} . 

ls the Josef Diefenthal who wrote and signed 

that statement the same Jose f Olefenthel y ou h ave 

just identified? 

A Yes , sir , 

Was t he stat ement made voluntarily? 

A Ye s , s!.r , twas . 

Was Josef .Ji efenthal subjec t ed to crue l and 

. harsh treatment 1n ardor to obta n t he s tateme nt? 

A rro, s 

Q Did you malce any threats or promises to 

Josef Diefentha l n order to obtain the statement ? 

A No, sir . 

Wa s the statement sworn to? 

A Yes , it wa s , 

Q t.'Jho adm~nisterod the oa th if you know? 

A I d i d . 

J.!R . E. L0\1.[ •rz : Pr osecuti on offers in evidence 

ts eXPibit marked P- 98 for dentif cation , r equests 

that it be attached to tho record and marled Prosecu 

tion Exl1ibi t 1·0 . ft<J. . 

LT . '!CL , _, 7·-:.LT : Defonse objects to t>e 

evi dence on the ::;rounds l"'T'ev~_ously steted . 

pn_;!;· :w:..· T: The objr-cticm ls l)Verruled. Tre 

exhibit offered y tr.e prosecution is admitted in 

evidence end will be marli:ed Exhibit c . P- 98 , 

{'.'/hereupon th~ nocuJT1ont r.,.rPrrl3d t1J , havin,:; 'been 

previously merJ..-o and ldent f'ied was receiveq ip, 

• evidence as Poosec~t i nn ~xl- · ~1t 'Io . p _op' a.nd 1a 

aJ;ta'ched h""reto and I!'S.de R "'D.rt of th""• T"rJcor1.) 

{Lt . Perl - 'P:er\!.rect} 
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• 
!".R . ELOWITZ: Pros e cution offer s in evidence 

a true and correct transl ation of its exhib it P- 98 , 

reques ts that it be attached to the re cord and marked 

Prosecut ion Exhi bit No , P - 98 - A. 

( \'!he r eupon the document r eferr ed t o , was marked 

Prosecut ion Exhibit No . P - 98 - J\ by the r eporter . ) 

DEFENSE COUNSEL : On beha lf of the defense 

the re s no ob j ection . 

PRZSIDENT: Ther e being no objection the 

exh i b it offered by the prosecut ion ,,111 be marked 

Exhibit P - 98 - A, 

{?.berciup on the docUJl"lent referred to , hav i n,: been 

previously marl~ed was r ece:J.ved n evidence a s 

Prosecution Exhibit l!o . P - 98 - and s attached hereto 

and made a part of the r e c ord . ) 

MR . ELOWITZ : Pernission s requested for 

prosecution to r e ad its exhibit P - 9P - A, 

PRESID;:. 'f : Gran t ed , 



(Whereupon Proaeoution Exhibit No . P-98- A was read to the Court. 

as follow• 1) 

"I, the SS Stu.rmbannfuehrer Joaef DI EFENTHAL, was at 
the time of the EIFEL offene ive in Dooembor 1944, and Jflnuary 
1945 commander of tha III Armored Battalion, 2nd Panter Gren
adier Regiment, L .SS.A.H. My batt a lion was auigned to the 
Armored group unde r the command of Joachim PEIPER, then SS 
Oborsturmbannf uehrer . 

11 
My rank at that timo 1'1'U SS Hauptaturrnfuehrer, 

" L On the 14 th December 19~ . between 1600 and 1700 
hours, a meeting took p lace a t the command post of the 1et 
SS Panzer Regiment L ,SS ,A.H. in the BLANKENHEIMER woods, 
presided by Joachim PEI PER, then Obe rs turmbr.nnfuehrer • in 
which the follow ing persona p&rtioiptlted1 SS Oberstunnbann
r uehr er Joachim PEIPER, SS Oberaturmbannfuehrer Von WESTERN
IIAGEN , Comnander ot' the Heavy Tank Battalion Sol (KOENIGS 
TIGER). SS Sturmbannfuehrer Werne r POETSCHICE , Major KOCH of 
oni, of the Air Corps Anti -Aircraft Battalions atte.ched to us -
though he srrived h te - as well u the SS Hauptaturmf'uehr or 
HMS GRum..E the Adjutant of the lat SS Panter Regiment, and 
myself'. Thie meeting was preceded by a meeting in th6 morning 
hours of t he u me day at 111hich participated - besides the onea 
ment ionod above - SS Sturmbannf uehrer HARDICK, an officer un 
der t he command of SS Oberaturmbannfuehrer SKORZENY, 

11 Ei the r at thia meeting in the afternoon hours, or, which 
appetlra more likely to me, from an order of the lat SS Pftnzer 
Regimont 1 rud by ma on the f oll owing day , I l e arned, that , 
baaed on the r egimental order of the la t SS Panzer Regiment, 
the enmny res is ta.nee WM to be broken by terror and that a. 
wave· of panic and frlcht h&d t o precede our troops. I can 
re:ne:iiber distinctly that it lll\8 quoted in this order, 'A 
wave or panic and fr ight has t o precede our troops 1 • However, 
I do not know any longer i n whi ch worda t he order was given -
t o break the enemy reei3tsn ce through terror • only the.t t his 
was the sense. 

"2 . In the cour&e of the f ollowing dtly , therefore , on 
the 15th of December 1?LL., I held a company com:nsndera 1 meet
ing at my own comm.and poat. The hour at whJc h I held thie 
meeting is no longer in my memory. ~ co:ir.tand post , the 
comtand post of the 3rd Annored Battalion , 2nd Panze r Grena
dier Regiment, L,SS,A.H, waa e.t tha.t time l ocated in a small 
gsrdener 1 s houae aouth of t he MINEL wood a about 2 km north of 
STETTERSHEIM, Other than myself participated at thJa aeasion 1 
For the 9th Company the SS Untersturml'uehrer Max LEIKB, for 
the 10th Comp•ny Georg PREUSS theri SS Oberatutm.fuehrer , SS 
Obereturmf'uehrer Heinz TOMH>.RDT for the 11th Cottpany , Joaohi.JII. 
THIELE t hen BS Hauptscharfuehrer f or the 12th Company , also 
my Adjutant Karl Heinz FL.ACKE, and the Cornrnunioationa Officer 
of the Battalion , SS Ub.ter1turmfuehre r HOF'BAUER. I am ala o 
prtitty certain, that SS Uhteraturmf'uehre~ KilIDERltANN waa 
preaent at thi a meeting. Before I went into the tactical de .. 
tails of the offene ive ttheed, I pas fled on to my officers the 
order in regard t o the general conduct , which I myself re-
co:f ved from the Panter Regiment, I tol.i them the t u . aocoun t 
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of the deoi11ive importance of the offensive ehee.d, it must 
be fought reokleuly and the.t a wave of fright and terror 
muet precede our troop• and that tho ree istanoe of the enemy 
ii to be broken by terror . In thi• first part of ·tey addreu 
I ale:o said aomething about prisoners of 11ar1 holfever, I do 
not know any longer exactly lfh&t I nid . .Anyholf I brought 
t he p·riaoners of war in connection with the regimental order 
received about tha weve of fright and terror which should pre
code UIS. However, I am absolutely certain not to have aaid 
that it wa1 not permitted t o take pria onera , or that the pri
aonera that would be taken had t o be ahot . Thereupon I gave 
th& general enemy aitue.tion t.nd t he particular teotiee.l de 
tails of our advance . I prepared a 1ketoh of the amall guden 
er111 house and attach it to my atl!l.temont .. On this aketch whi ch 
I m11. r k 'A' ia meant , 1 The entrance. 2 a beneh, 3 a table. 
4 !l chair , 5 • bench. 6 ~ atove. 7 11. bench. 8 a box with awi toh
board . 9 a table . 

" Possibly we eat u followa, 10 my position. 11 positicn 
of Obersturm.fuehre r PREUSS. 12 pos i tion of Oberstunnf'uehrer 
TOMHA.RDT , 13 posit ion of Unterat ur mfuehre r FLA.CKE . 14 pos i tion 
of Unteratunnfuehrer LEI CKE . 15 position of Hauptsc h.e. rfuehrer 
THIELE. 16 posit ion of Unterat urmfuehr e r HOFBAUER. 

"3· On the 18t h December 19l~ , about ll$>0 hours we were 
str ongl y attuked by Jeboa (e.tte ck bombers) in end before 
CHENEU.X . On the ssme day I drove in my SPFf fr om CBENEUX in 
direction t o WERBOMONT. Othe r t han myself in my sm we r e t the 
drive r - SS Unter soharfue hrer Pfl ul ZWIGART - t hen Rotterr.ruehreq 
t he r adio- operator - Rot tenfuehr or ASSENMACHER, and the radio
operetor Rottonf uehrer FACKELME.'YER . Around 1500 hours whcn1 I 
was cbout t o study the map , I auddenly heard mach i ne gun fire 
f r om one of the vehi cles i n our column, I put a.way my map e.nd 
ordered the driver Pe.ul ZWIGART, Headquarters , III Battalion , 
2nd Pen:r.e r Gr eneid i er Regiment , L.SS,A.H, t c atop . I saw a Jeep 
come towards us at greet speed. While it c ame t owo r ds us , an 
other vehic l e cf ou rs shot a t t he Jee p , The Jeep then drove 
s gaim1t 9 r ock ffll i ch borde r ed t he r oad on the l e ft side , u 
aeen from my direction of travel, lfith a cruh, In the Jeep 
wer e tw o American ecl d i e r 1 or o f f icer s who pretended to be 
dead , but in reality lived. HoweTer , I oe. n no longer r emember 
how I knew t ha t they pretended t o be dud , yet in reality 
stil l lived . At this place I gave my dr iver Psul ZWIGART the 
or der to ge t the Jeep out of the way, becsua e t he Je ep blocked 
the road . I gave him no or der to t he effect what he shou l d 
do with the p ri3 onere, I d td not atte ch any impor t ance to t hfi 
ques tion of whst he shoul d do with t he Ame r i cans but was only 
i nte r e s t ed t hat t he r ned shou ] d be clea red end for this r eeao11 
I cannot remember any longer to - day what happened to the pri -
1oner1, I know thet I wu impatient and wanted to proceed u 
quickly u poaaible . It is probable that I oalled to ZWIGART 
'Quicker, Quicker . ' Ho•ever , I cannot remember it eny longer . 
For a better understend ihg of point 3 of thio atetemen t , I 
prepared a ske tch o f the l ocdi t y 88 well u I can r emember i t , 
which I have ma r ked 1 8 1 , and by it 11 meentt l. The Jeep with 
the Ame r iean1> , 2, A Panther , 3. An SN of the 11th Compo.ny , 
4, My SF'!i, 5, Adjut.nt1 e SFW, 6 . The Road wae bo r dered with 
rooks a t t he 1 e£ t aide 1 7, A hou&e . 

"From th i!J place it Wes still about 2 kilometers to the 
!iridt;e which , however wu bl own up aa we soon found out. A• 
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•e could not get f urther, ,re therefore again had to return on 
the aame road. 

"4· Whon I put SS Obersturmf'uehrer Georg PREUS S in for 
the awar d of the Rit terkreut (Knight' l!I Cross ) end 111hen I stat ed 
u one of the reas ons therefor , thst he himse lf sho t sn Ameri 
can flyer, I did not know that the >.merioe.n flyer wu a)reedy 
a prisoner of 'tl'er, On the 18th December 19L4 about 14,00 hours 
at the village entnnce at CRENEUX, Georg PREUSS - then Ober
sturmfuehrer - commander of the 10th Anno red Company, Ill 
Battalion , 2nd Panzer Grene.dle r Regiment , L.SS ,A,I!, came to 
me and reported back, nPJnely , up till ther. he Wl\8 l ost , He 
kept h i mself hidden in t he woods of BUELLINGEN with a small 
part of the vohioles of hill company. At this ocoeston and at 
this time he t old me 'I bum.pod off a flye r'. Hereby he pointod 
at padded Amer ican flying pants or a comb i nat i on suit , which ho 
-.;ore at this time and had not wor n previous l y, $S Oberstunn
fuehrer PREUS S related to me hereby that he shot the American 
t]yer 1'rom whom this piece of cloth:S.ng origlnated - l n battle, 
He related tha.t the Ameri ce.n flyer sa t hidden i n a t r ee end 
j umpod him ( PREUSS) unexpootedly, Thereupon ho ( PREUSS) sho t 
the flyer in pres '!nce of mind in vorlte.ble close combat , I t 
is also possible t.hat SS Ober Btunnfuohrer PREUSS relatod at 
this occasion th11.t he him.se lf ( PREUSS) was hidden in a tree 
and t h A.t he thoraby somehow was atte.cked by t.1-ie flyer. The 
perticul ars of Ptmu'SS 1 1'1 re po r t I no l onger r emember, In any 
ce.se I do know ';hat he rehtad t o mo thnt ho got t his American 
auit from an .Am.oric11.n flyer whom he himaelf had shot e.fter 
eithor ho (PREUSS) jumped t he flyer unexpectedly or the fl:,tir 
hi1'1. I did not doubt th& e.ocuraoy of thiB , SS Oberetunn
fuehrer P:lEUSS 1 S atA.tement and the r efore "Nhen I put him i n for 
the awe.rd of the Ritterkreuz between Chrla t:inaa 1944 and New 
YeA r 44/45 I gave the shootine; of th.la flyer as cue of t ho 
reAsons from which the bravery of :3S Obe re turm!'uohrer PREUSS 
was 1:1ppar en t . 

" I rnBdo th1 s s taterr.ent voluntarily and out of ll\Y o-.vn will , 
uninfluenced by duress J threats, or hl\r sh treatment , and unin
fluenced by promises , 

"I swear before God that the III t ntemen'ts in this deposi ti.on 
are true and I am prepared to repeat them under oath befon nny 
court . 

27, III, 191,6 
(signed) Joeef OIEF'ENTliAL 

SS Sturrubanr..fuehrer 
Witnessed 
'RAPHAEL SHUllACKER 
Capt. CtlP 

"Sworn to and subscribed before mo t his 
twenty-seventh March 191~6 at Sohwabi1ch
Hall, Germ.nny, 

1'1ILLIA1! R. PERL 
ls t Lt, 11,I, 0- 555149 
Investigntor- Exeminer , War Crimea Branch, USFET , " 

(Whereupon the s tatement wes read in German by t?l:e fn rpreter .) 
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MR. EL(Jf(ITZ ! The Prosecution offora in evidenoe four picture 

affid o.V'lte e>:.eouted by t ho accused Josef Oiefenthe.l , identi fy in& photo

graphs of Joachim Peiper , Georg Preus s, Heint Tom.li.ardt, and Paul z,.igart, 

requests +.het they be attached to the r ecord and marked Prosecution Ex-

h1b1 to P-',8 - B, l'-',8-C, P-98-D and P-98-E, 

DEFENSE1 On behalf of the Def ense, there is no objection to the 

pi oturo affid,wits or neceasity for reeding the Barno, and lt ia further 

stipul ated that t he photographs eire those of the accused Peiper , Freuan, 

Tonherdt and Zwigart. 

PRF.S I De?IT: There being no objection , t he exhibits offered by the 

Prosecution are admitted in evidence and wUl be marked Prosecution Ex.-

hi bits P-',8 - B, P-98-C , P-98- D and P-98- E, 

(Whereupon the documents referred t o wero merked and r eceived in 

evidonoe as Prosecution Exhlbi ta Noa , P- 98- B, P-98- C, P-98-D and P-98-E, 

r espective l y , nnd a. re t1.ttRched hereto and mnde a part of the r ecor d . ) 

MR , ELOifITZ: You may cross- examine. 

DEFENSE1 Dr, Leilinc woul d like to BIik aome queetion s . 

RECROSS EXAJ.'1NATION (Continued) 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Dr , Leiling) 1 

Q Ia it true that, when 1.nterrc go.ting Diefenthsl , you told him 

not to let his men down , but to cover them up by eta ting tMt they acted 

und?r orderf 

A No, it is not correct . 

Q Did Diefenthal tell you, "Go ahee.d and dictate , I will sign 

anythlng you 1tant me to sign"? 

A No , he certainly did not . 

DR, LEILING: No further queation11, 

DEFENSE : No further croaa-e:umination of the witness st t hia time. 

MR. ELONITZ1 No redirect , 

PRESIDE?IT1 Any question$ by the Court? 

Apparently nano . The w1. 'bleu is eixcuaed . 

{'Wher~upon tho witneu wu excu.sed and with~rew.) 
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FR0SBCUTI0N1 The Prosecution reoalla Mr . Elowita. Capt . Shumacker 

will handle the examim11tion. 

JIJRRIS ELClrl.TZ , recalled u a witne ss f o r the Prosecution, testified 

furthe r throu~h an interpreter u follow•, 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION (Conti nued) 

QUES nONS BY PROSECUTIOH (Capt. s ·humaoker) I 

Q Vr . Elowita, you are r eminded you are atill under oath . 

A Yea . 

Q Dur ing the course of your i nterrogat i ons at Schwaebiach Hall, 

did you have ocoaaion to inttt rrogatft one Roll Ri turf 

A Yes . 

Q Would you rocognhe Rttur if you saw hi.on aga in? 

A. Yes . 

Q Will you look at the accused on your l eft and state whether or 

not Rolf Ritaer is preunt . 

A. Yea , he is . He is we aring no . 52 . 

PRESIDEUT1 No . 52, stand up . -- Sit down. 

CAPI' . SmTr.lACKER1 The Pr ooeoution hands t he r eporter e. written in

strument and r equea ta t ht\t i t be marked ProS&oution Exhibit P-99 for 

Identification . 

(Whereupon the document r eitJrred to was marked Prosecution Exhibit 

No. P- 99 for Identification by t he reporter.) 

Q Mr . El owi ti, I h!lnd you Prosecution 1 a exl-d.bi t mer\ced P-99 for 

Identification and uk you to state what it is , if you can . 

A. It is e. atatement written and aigned by Rolf Ritzer . 

Q Ia that the same Rolf Rit&er you just identifiad u ll'earing 

no . 52? 

A. Yea. 

Q Waa that statement made voluntarily? 

J. Yea, 

Q Did you employ an force or tb.reats to obtain tMt abtement? 
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A No . 

Q Did you make any promhH to obtain the ,tatementt 

A No . 

Q Wu the statement aworn toT 

A Yes. 

Q Who administered the oathT 

A Capt. Shumacker. 

CAPT . SHUMA.CKER: The Proseoutlon offers in evidence itl exhibit 

marked P-99 for Identification, requosts the.t it be attached t o the re 

cord and marked Prosecution Exhib it No. P-99 . 

LT. COL. D'NINELLt · The Defense objects to t he evidence on the 

grounds previously a t at ed. 

PRESIDENTt Tho objection ia overruled . The e:xh ibi t offered by ~he 

Prosecution h admitted into evidence end will be ma r ked Proeeoution Ex-

hibit No . P-99 • 

(\Vhereupon the docume nt r eferred to , hevtng p reviously been marked 

and identified , ·,uu received in evidence es Prosecution Exhibit No . P-99 , 

and is attached he reto e.nd made a part of the record.) 

CAPT. SHUMACKER , The Prosecution off ers i n ev1.dence a true a·nd 

correct Engl ish tnnsbtion of its Exh.lbit No . P-99 , requests that i t be 

a ttached to the record ard marked Proaeoutton Exhibit No . P-99-A. 

DEFENSE, On b•hfllf of the Oefenu, there is no ob jection . 

PRESIDEH'ft There being no objection, the exhibit offered by the 

Prosecution i8 admitted into evidence and will be marked Prosecution Ex• 

hib1t No. P-99-A. 

(Whereupon the document referred to "fl'SI l!lllrked and received in ert .. 

denoe u Prosecution Exhibit No. P-99- A and is ettaehed hereto and mo.de e 

part of the record . ) 

CAPT. SHUMACKER1 The Prosecution requests permission to reed it• 

"Exhibit• P-99 and P-99-A. 

PRESIDE!iT1 Granted. . 
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CAPT. SHUJ.!A(](ER1 (Reading) 

"I, Rolf RITZER, sturmann, having been first duly 
sworn make the following eta.tament Wlcler oaths 

"During the EIF'fil. otfenain in Deoea*>er 1944, I waa 
a mmber of the :, Platoon, 2 Pan&er Company, l Panzer 
Regiment, t .SS .A.H. My platoon leader was Untereturmtuehrer 
KOCH, Dzy' company commander was Oberaturmtuehrer CHRIST. On 
15 December 1944, in the artemom bet"9en 4 and 5 o'clock, 
Obersturmtu.ehrer CHRIST assembled the whole company in the 
woods near BLANICENHEIM to make • . speech about the coming 
offensive. To the beat of my recollection, Oberstunn!'uehrer 
CHRIST said the following: 

'Tomorrow the great offensive s tart& which will 
determine the final fate of Ge nnany. W.lliona of 
women and children have been kill ed by the American 
Air Force te r ror attacks . Nolf we have an opportwd.ty 
to avenge ourselves for these murders. We have to 
terrorize the Americans in this battle in order to 
win. To attain that, we will not t ake prisonerc, or 
war. You a re SS men and you know what to do with 
the prisoners of war you take lrl.thout me telling you., 

"After the s peech of Obersturmfuehrer CHRIST, sturmann 
M.ICOOLACZEK of Haupt scharfuehre r KNAPPICH 1 s tank said to 
Qber sturmt'uehrer CHRIST , that his shoe s we re t orn. Upon 
which Obereturmfuehrer CHRIST replied: 

1Tomorr o\f you get yoursel f a pair of shoe8 
from Ame rican priemers of war. 1 

"I !mew fran the manner and word8 of Obersturmfuehrer 
CHRIST I s speech that as far as the officers were concerned, 

I could shoot every prisoner of war, not only without fear 
of being punished, but woul d be r ewarded for my actions. 

110n 19 December 1944 i n the morning between 7 and 8 
o 1 clock a group of tanks or my company, including my own, 
entered STOl»lONT where we were f orced t o stop at 111ce by 
American anti-tank fire . It was in this place that a gr oup 
of 15 t o 20 Ame rican prisoners of war were shot by our 
tanks . I have prepared a s ketch JMrked EXhibit 11 A11 

attached hereto, which shuwa the position of the American 
prisoners of war and the position of our tanks . The tank 
of Rottenfuehre r PRAHM, indicated as o . 1. on my sketch, 
was !mocked out right on the comer by an American anti
tank gun. The American prisoners or war indicated as 
No. 9 on my sketch, Btood unarmed, but I don 1 t recall it 
they had their hands crer their heads. Unterscharfuehrer 
BRAU"CHKE, cooimander of my tank (No. 2.) at once gave the 
order to shcst at the prisoners of war--"Anerican prisoners 
of war s tanding there at t he corner" . I looked out and 
didn ' t see anything . Sch\u,tze ANGERER at t he turret M.. G. 
didntt see anything either and Rottenfuehrer SZYPERSKI , 
the driver of our tank tried to maneuver the panzer aroWld so 
we could see better. Then I saw suddenly a group of Ameri
can prisoners of war guarded by German sentries , standing 
at the corner, and I fired 3 to 4 bur1ts with arr M..G. and 
I noticed ANG!m.ZR tire 2 to 3 fursts at the gr oup or 
American prisoners o! war . Tlhi.l.e I shot, I noticed the 
Qenoan sentries who guarded the American prisoners or l'.&r run 
to the oppoeite side o! the etreet and part of the group 
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of the Amarican prieoners r:L war who stood near the 
corner s lumped to the ground and it looked to ma that 
they were tatal17 wounded. The rest ot the group of 
prisoners threw themeelna to the ground, as it 
appeared to me to protect theuelne !rem the M.G. 
tire. I knew those prisoners were Americans because 
they wore American uniforms. PRAHN t i, tank started to 
burn while I fired with the 11: . G. Unterscharfuehrer 
BRAUSCHER gave the driver the order to back up, where
upon we stopped the i'irin&. After we had backed up 10 
metore , I saw trom this position, ae indicated on my 
'Sketch Hauptecharfuehrer KNAPPICH' s tank (3) and 0ber
echarfuehrer R0F'ETER 's tank (4)nahoot with both their 
ma.chine gune into the group or prisoners or war who lay 
on the ground. Afte r those bursts of the other tanks, 
I saw none of the Ame ricans move and in the manner they 
J..ay, it was :my opinion that t hey were dead. 

"We proceeded and as we left the tum of STOUU:0NT, 
s t anding in front of a house on the left side of tbs street, 
I noticed a group of 15 to 20 prisoners of war guarded by 
3 to 4 Gennan paratrooper s . I knew that no one of our 
tank group shot at t hese prisoners of war, but later on 
in the evening of the same day I after my tank had been 
knocked out, I came back on foot, and I saw at this pre
cise spot, laying t here dead, about the same numbe r of 
Ame ricans, I do not know who murdered these American 
prieonere , nor have I heard anything about it. 

1111/e proceeded and came to a place , about 2 kilometers 
westward. of ST0UM0NT which was the furthe st point in the 
offensive. At this place we aleo shot American prisoners 
of war and I have prepared a s ketch marked "B" attached 
hereto, which shows t he position of our tanks and that of 
the prisoners of war . The re were about 15 An1erican 
prisoners at the spot No . 6 on ltcy' sketch. seve ral of them 
had t heir hands above the head and none of t hem had weapons . 
It was about. two o I clock in the afte rnoon when we arrived 
at this spot. Unterschar fuehrer BRAUSCHKE gave t he gunner 
ANGERER the order to s hoot at the ~rican prisoners of war 
with t he turret M.G. but AOO&RER couldn 1t shoot be cause 
he had loading trouble . Thereupon, Unte r scharfuehrer 
BRAU'JCHER turned to me and repeated tha or:der to ne to 
shoot at the prisoners ct war . I adjusted DY' sight and as 
soon as I had the M.. G. aimed at t he Americans , I shot 4 
bursts with my M. G. i nto the g r oup of p r i soners of war and 
my M. G. jammed . As I shot, I noticed the tracer streaks 
from the t ank behind me c.lao go into t he group of prisoners 
ot war. Thie was Unterstu.rmfuehrer KAUFMANN 1 a tank (No. 2) . 
Later on this evening I s poke to sturmann 0OOY, radio
operat or in KAUFMANN1 s tank and he t old. me that he, like 1, 
shot into the g roup of prisoners d. war with hie M. G. I 
recall how these pri soners of war fell down when they were 
hit. They slumped to the gru.und and lay quietly and I am 
sure that they ware either all dead or badly wounded. At 
that time untersturmfuehrer KAUFMANN ' e tank {No. 2 . ) was 
hit and American artillery was dropping a row1d us. We 
tried to move our tank away from there an in doing so • 
got stuck in the ditch. OUr crew left the tank and started 
to move back on foot and a s we pas sed Unte rsturmfuehror 
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KOCH'• tank (No. J.) I noticed hie turret 1,!.G. still 
shooting in the directicm ot the prisoners at which I 
had shot. 

"When • were in the pocket in LA GLEIZE at a date, 
I believe to be the 21st December 1944, I sat on the 
etaire which led to tbs cellar in the house which was 
Battalion COIIID&lld.er, sturmbanntuehrer ROETSCHKE 1 s c.P. It 
was about 9 o I clock in the morning and I heard Obereturm
fuehrer CHRIST give the order to German sentries who 
guarded American prisoners of war outside, to lead the 
American prboners ot war to & pasture and •bump them o!f 1 

there. I had entered the house several minutes before and 
saw standing "1th three German sentries, 20 to 30 American 
prisoners of war . First I heard Obereturm.fuehrer CHRIST 
ask the sentries what they were doing ld.th the pri eonera, 
and the guard answered him: 

"Obersturmtuehrer, we haw the orders to wait here ". 

And then Ober sturmtuehrer CHRIST said: 

11 oon1t make such fuse, men, lead them to the next 
pasture and bump them ot't'. 11 

11 ! actually did not eee CJ-mIST give the order, but I 
recognized hie voice and I know his voice well because I 
heard him t alk daily for over a month. And, furthermore, 
either Bhortly before or short l y after he had given this 
order, I eaw him come ,to the cellar. I recall also that 
the other men who ll8re sitting together with me recognized 
the voice ot' CHRIST because some ot' them remarked that 
CHRIST is •on the loose again1. Of the comrades who were 
at that time together with me ,cit the c.P. I recall lfith 
certainty that only t he following were present: sturmann 
Hans HUEBLER, sturmann Vlerne r ZANDSR , sturmann }.fOHNKE , 
sturmarm SCHAEFER, Rottentuehrer WAWIB:IER, sturmann 
NIPPEMEIER, Schuetze ANGEREij . I don 1t know whether thes e 

J>ri soner e of war we re actually shot as CHRIST had order e d , 
but I know that the guards , obeying the order, marched oft' 
with t he prisoners of war . 

11When I and my canrades spoke about CHRIST in t he 
battalion C.P. sturmann NESTLER the messenger ot' the 2 
Company at the Battalion i,aid to us: 

"CHRIST acts the same way in our Company C.P. 
Just this morning CHRIGT gave an order in the 
Company C.P . to ehoot American prisoners of 
war, and he even threatened sane of our men 
with execution nn account ot' cowardice. 11 

11 NESTIER showed us an American watch which he had 
t aken from an Ame rican prisoner of war , whom CHRIST had 
shot . 

11 1 make this statement consisting cf 9 pages and two 
ske tches marked "A" and 11 B11 voluntarily and out of my om 
free lli.11, uninfluenced by fcrce, threats, or coerdi.on or 
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promises ot any kind. 

• (Signed) Roll RITZER 
lJ March 1946. 

"SWom to and subscribed betoN me 
this 13th day of March 1946, at 
SCHVIABISCll HALL, Ger. 

"RAPHAEL 1l!UMACKER 
C&pt. CMP.• 

(Whereupon the statement was read in German by the inter

preter.) 

CAPT. SHULlACKER: Proaecut ion offers in evidence an 

affidavit executed by the accusedJ Rolf' RitzerJ an identifying 

photograph of the accused Arnold Mikolaschek, request that it be0 
attached to the record and marked Proee cution Exhibit No. 99-B. 

DEFENSE : On behalf of the Defense, there is no objec

tion to the picture affidavit or necessity for reading the same J 

and it 1a further stipulated t hat the photograph i s that of the 

accused, Mikolaschek. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit 

offered by the Prosecution ia admitted in evidence and will be 

marked P-99-B. 

(Whereupon t he document referred to was received in e vidence 

as Prosecution 11:Xhibit No . 99- B, b a t t ached hereto and made a 

pa.rt of the record. ) 

QUESTI ONS BY PROSECUTICN ( C&pt , Shumacker) : 

Q L{r . Elowitz, du.ring your int errogations at Schwaebisch 

Hall, did you have occasion to interrogate one , Arnold )fikolascbek? 

A ! es. 

Q Could you identify him if you e:aw him again? 

A Ye:,. 

Q Wi ll you look at the accused to your lert. and state 

whether or ot he is among those present? 

.• 
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A Tes, he ie. He ie wearing No. 37. 

CAPl'. SHl»I.ACKER: Will the court pleaee have No. 37 

stand? 

PRF.SIDENT: No . 37 1'1111 atand up • ••. sit down. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER I Proeecution hands the reporter a 

written instrument and requaete that it be marked Prosecution 

Exhibit No. 100 for identification. 

(Whereupon the document r~ferred t~ waa marked Preeecution 

Exhibit No. 100 for identification b7 the reporter.) 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CS.pt, Shumacker) : 

Q I hand you Prosecution Elchibit No. 100 f or identifica-

tion, and ask you to etate what it is, if you know? 

A It is the written and signed statement of Arnold 

Jrtkol a schek. 

Q Is that the same Arnold Mikolaschek you have just iden-

ti!iei:l as wea ring No . 37? 

A It is. 

Q was that stat emBnt made voluntarily?0 
A rt was.I ) 
Q Did you employ any f orce or he.r ah t reatment t ~ obtain 

the statement? 

A No. 

Q Did you n:.ake any promises of any kind to obtain the atate-

ment? 

A No . 

Q \':as the etatennt sworn t o? 

A It is . 

Q Who adminiet e red t he o&th? 

A capt . shumacker. 

(l!r. Elowit. - Redirect) 
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Ta-144 
•h-6 CAPT. SHUl{ACXERt Prosecution offers in evidence Proee-

cution1 e exhibit marked P-100 for identification, request that it 

be attached to the record and marked Proaecution Exhibit 100. 

LT. COL. I:WIINELLt netenee objecte to the evidence on 

the grounds previously etated. 

PRESIDENT: Objection ie overruled. The exhibit offered 

by the Prosecution will be admitted in evidence and marked Proeecu

tion EXhibit No. 100. 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previoUBly 

marked and identified wae receind in evidence a5 Prosecution 

Exhibit No. 100, and is atta ched hereto and made a part of the 

record.) 

CAPT. SHUJ.1A(l{ER: Prosecution offers in evidence a triie 

and correct English translation of its Exhibit No. P- 100, request 

that it be attached to the record and mar ked as Prosecution I e 

Exhibit No. 100-A. 

DEFENSE : }Jay it please the Court, the defense deeiree 

to make no objection to the translation at ths present time, but 

would like to have the privilege of checking thie as we are short 

one of the pages in our copy. 

PRESIDENT : The exhibit offered by the Prosecution will 

be admitted in evidence and will be marked P-100-A, eubject to 

objection by the DefenRe at a later date . 

(Whereupon the docunient referred to was received in evidence 

as Prosecution 'ZXhl.bit No . 100-A, b attached hereto and made a 

part of the record.) 

PREt;IDffi'T: The Court will adjourn W1til 0830 tomorrow 

morning. 

(Whereupwi at 1655 hours the Court adjoum.ed imtil. 5 June 

1946.) 

lJ:i.0 
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CAIi' D4CII.\U, Glm!Allr 

S June l9u6 

ll!UIJJIG Sl!SSION 

(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 0830 hours.) 

PR&SIDnrr, cow-t will come to order. 

PROSECt11"ION1 It tho Court ploue, let thl!I record l!lhow 

that all the me~re ot the Court are pre11sent, all th& members 

ot the Proaecution 11.re present , all the membara d tho Defense 

are present with the exception ot ur. Strong, ei ck 1n qiartere , 

all the detendantR and the reparter are preftent. 

Mr. MJRRIS EIDWI'l'Z, recalled as a wi tnees f or t he Prosecution 

rHWll!!td the I tand. 

CAPTAIN SHUUA.CKER 1 Mk'• Elowitz, yon sre reminded that 

you are s t.ill under .oath. 

!IR. EI.OWITZ, Yes. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER1 The Pr osecution w1. t h the Court ta 

permisei on will read i ts exhibit P-lOOA, 

(Whe r eupon Captain Shumo.oker prooe9ded to read Pros eoutiont11 

Ei:hibi t P-lOOA a a follows) 1 

"l, A,nlold MIKOIJ.SCHEK, b9ing duJ.:" l'lwom, make the 
follolling sta temsnt under oa.tht 

"During t he EIFEL offensi ve in ~celllOOr 1944 I was a member 
o! the 2nd Platoon, 2nd Co., l at Jlz , Rat• ISSA.H. I was aseigned 
to the tank o! HPtscht, KNA..'PFIX aa radio operator . ~ Company 
CotllllaJlder was Oatuf. CHRIST, 11\Y plAt.oon leader was Hptsoh.t. 
KNAPPIX. The other men in rzry ta."lk were Rttr . Heinz EIJF'Fl!ANN, 
g\Dlller , Rtt.t. xo~. assistant gunner, Rttr. Erich lfffiNm, 
driver. 

•on the 1$ Deo-er l 9h4 - tbe d~ 1:>orore the boginning 
of tbs EIFEL offensiva> a round 8 o'clock 1n the i,vening, when 
our conp&J.V waa in readineH 1n ths woods in the vicinity of 
DUNXENREDI, Oatub&t. CHRlBT delivered a speech to the wnole 
compaiv-• He spoke aa .follows, 

'Tonorrow the offensive atarta which ld.11 deoido 
the ultimate rate of oermany. In t!lis attacf 
we will .fight in the old SS trad.1ti.on. As taw 
priaon~rs a.a posl:lible will be taken. 1 

(Jlllrolasohek Statement) 



"~ oomplation of tJ\e 1peeoh I eaid to th.i COn:pallf 
COllllnder that I didnlt have azq eboea. 01tut. CllR.IST ansnred1 

•Tomrrcnr at the puab ;you can acquire some 
your1elt. Thee wa will hAve everything 1n 
abundance from tha .A,mflrioana.' 

"I lmew from the apeach c£ oetut CHRJST th&t in th1s 
oftenBiva I could bUJ!I) of.f prisonere or war w1 thout raa.r 
or punishment on the part or ~ super ior otticers. 

"Dn the mrrting ot tho 19 December between 7 and 8 otolock 
DO" tank, tocether "1th othor tanks of our compaey1 9?1t~rad 
8'00Ull)ft. It wae there that Ameri can prisoners or war ware 
ohot and I peparad a s ketch marked "A" attached hereto, llh.ich 
flhoWB tho position of m;r tank and the position ot tffl prisoners 
or war. 

"I have numbered the te.nks and positione and in the 
des cription or the events I will refer to t hese number s. 
Rttf. BRA.HlG' tank (1) was knocked out ae soon ae he raachod 
the corner. The other tankJ dispersed :1n th! field on tra 
right aide of the road as show,, in my sketch , and tey" tank 
took t he position muk:ed as No. S. At! econ as we were in 
this posi tion ttpsoht. XNAPPIK who s tood in the t urret 
shouteclr •on the left prisonero of we.r are et&n<J.in& , • I 
looked through tbs gunner 1s eight into t he direotion 1'hiob 
he gave and I saw 12 to 15 A.m::ir ioan prisoner s ot war stand
ing on the place ir.dice.ted with No. L in lJIJ' skatch. I knew 
that these were oa.ptu.red American/\ , because t hey wore the 
American unifora. I als o s aw 2 or 3 German infantry 
soldier s who were guarding these prisoners who stoood with 
t heir hands crossed behind their haada , withou t weapons . 
Hptschf. KNAPPIK i.mJMdiately order od me to asta.blish radio 
contact with the Company Cor.r.na.ndor. At this tim:i I did 
not know tha exact positL .:in of Qs tui' . CHRIST 1 s tank but 
I do know that h3 could not hlve boen mre than 200 meters 
behind us bacauae we a.lwayc had very good communications . 
Had he been further away from w thllo. 200 metars , our radj.o 
contact l'IOuld have beenw:ey poor , I quickly s ucceeded in 
establishing t hFt radio contact with Ostuf . CHRIST and I 
heard !Ipt schf. KXAPPIK say1 1 teft of us , prisoners ot war; 
what sh::>uld I do ?' When HPtechf, KNAPPIK addressed t ho 
Cornpany commander I he used a code name. I no l on!!ar 
ranember what th6 code name of the company oommnnder ts 
tank was at that time but I do know that it was tho oode 
name which KNAPPIK called over the radio. The foll o'l'fing 
answer I Mard t rom the comp&JV commander ' ! t ank came 
back to HP tschi'. KNAPPIK over the radios ' Bur-fl them o!t, 
out, 1 Thareupon }U:>tschf. KNAPPIK 1.~diately gavo the 
ord6r : ' Prisoners halt left , t'.ll'ret lli and radio opere.tor 
}[l - open tire. t Upon order I SW'UJl8 rqy- !Ci into the direction 
of t.hEl p risoners and fired 3 toJ bursts into the group ot 
tM prisoners of war. I e stimate the cti. stance between iey-

~~hean~a:' J::!t!~1:r/~~r~~~~! :~/'~e~rd~w~~rs. 
t w·:et u:.G. fired into the gro up of p1•ieoners. Thia Ill was 
JIW".nad by Rttf. Heinz fD!l'FMANN . When I fired m:, 1~.J., I 
traversed it a bit and I saw the prisoners whom I hit slump

!°1m~~~t; :i:e;~;,s:;:cdJ.::S~tf:;:gr:; }'-~~1fegan 
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no longer state with oertainty lf'ho ot tha Americans wa!I 
:shot by me, and who were ahot by Rttt. Heinz OOFJ"IIAN}!. All 
or the prisoners hit the ground and la.y qubtly and as I 
saw it I concluded th& t they- were a1.tt.r mortally wounded 
or d8ad. 

"On the 22 Dececber 1944 ft were 1n the LA OLEIZE 
pocket t ogether 1'i th the otherramnanta or the combat group 
PEIPER. 

"I prepared a tJketoh ma't'ked "D" attached hereto, show
ing thA position <£ our tank and the pl.Ace wMra I aaw tha 
dead Wrican prisoners or war. At approximately 11 otolr:ir:k 
in the ll0rning of this day , I saw Hptach.te BED1JUN of the 1st 
Co~ wny as he came towards our tank indicated as No. l in the 
sketch, and called R(>tsoh, KNAPPIK • BEDUDN and KNAFPIK want 
together into a house which was 1n the vicinity of the tank. 
A .few minutes later Hptschl'. KNAPPIK came out of the house arxl 
calledt 1WfflNER AND HOFFMANN, take your weapons and com 1'1.th 
me. • Rttt. HOFFMANN and Rttt. wmNER, witb ttmir pistols 
walked together 1'1.th }fptsohf• XMAPPIK 1n the direction o! 
USoha. DREClLSLm' • tank ot t.l'n l e t comp. which 1n rrq aketoh 
ia indica ted by No. 2. .Approximately- half an hour later, 
HOFFKA.NN and wmNm returned and took their places :1n tho 
tank. A f ew minutes later, l{ptaohf'. KNAPPIK said as he sat 
himael! down, 1This is doneJ we bumped off the prieonere 
of war. Now n no l onger t'leed to guard them. t M I heard 
tbift 1 I t unl:td towal"d8 }U)tt . ~:ER and asked1 'Which one• 
did lrou bump off ?• He answered , 'The pri soners wro carried 
the SJtt11unition hare.• Rttr. WERNER 111e1Utt the group of lS 
Amerioan prisoners who on theprevious dey car ried &!11!tUllition 
in the vicinity of our positions , When I put sone mre 
queet,ione to WERNER, he abruptcy ans"8red rne, ' Thie we 
accompliomct.' 

11A.round 2 o I olock i n t ffl af'temoon of the same day , I 
was s ent out to secure oanDufl aee material and to camoufl age 
our tank. I went in the direction of Uec h&e DRECK9LER ' t 
tank, and as I reached tho place i n front of his tank, I 
l ooked to th/I\ right and saw a group of 15 dead A,merioans 
1n f ront of a stable, as indicated with Noe J on ?ey' sketoh 
"B" • I saw how the Americans were lying in an unusual manner , 
one on top of th9 other, and trom ~ past war experiences , 
I knew :Crom t M wa;y 1n which the A.'ll8ri. cans were lying that 
they were not etxit in battle . I concluded that t hey were 
the um pri!loners whioh were bUJIJ)ed off previously by 
JCNAPPIX, WERNER and HOFFMANN. in addition to the intorue.tion 
they related to m0 when th&)"' returned to the tank as I have 
previous~ deaorl bed, I knaw that theplaoa wl-era tha prisonara 
were shot was near our position bec&uea at approximatecy the 
aame tins which they had mentioned tJw.t the prlsooers were 
shot , I heard M.P. and pistol tiring , I did not walk over to 
exan:t.na the bodies that were lying there but I concluded from 
their appearance th:J. t they" are all dead. 

ttI make this statement oonaia ting of 7 p9.ges and 2 
ekatchae, mark&d "A" and " D" voluntarily without coercion., 
threats or p'"Omisee of reward. 

/o/ A.mold UIKOLASCHEK 
3 April !946 

"SWom to and subscribed before 1111 
thio 3rd dq of April 1946 at 
Scbwabiech Hall, Genu.n;y. 

/o/ R&phal Shw.ACkor, ea.pt, C1I' 
11 
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(Whereupon tht! statement was read in the German language.) 

REDIRF.CT EXAMINATION 

QUP:lTIONS Br PROllECUTION (Captain Shumackar) L 

Q. _vr. Elowitz, do you know Oberetunzt'uehror Christ referred 

to by M:l.k:olaschek in Prosecution• l!I Jl.:Jthibit Number lOOA ju."it read? 

A Yee. 

Q Is he in tho cour t room? 

A Yes, ho is , 

Q What n\Ullber i s he 'W'Oar ing? 

( A NUllber 7• 

() 
Q Do you know the Erich Werner referred to in the exhibit 

just read? 

A Yes. 

Q Will you look at the defendants on your l eft and stat e 

whether or not he is present. 

A Yes, he is wea ri..Jl8 Humber 72. 

PRES!DENTt Numl:er 72 stand up. Sit do wn. 

0 
Q Do you know Heinz Hofmann r ef erred to in Proseoution •s 

Exhibit l OOA just read? 

,() A Ye a , h9 is wearing Nur.lber 25, 

PP.ESIDENT: NUtlber 25 stand up . Sit down, 

Q In yotU' interrogations at I . P. Number 2 1 Schwabisch 

Hall, QerM3.nY J did you havo occasion to interrogate Heinz Ho.flnann? 

A Yes . 

Q I! thR t the 8811'8 P.:ein7t Hofmann you just identified as 

wearinj; :1wnoor 257 

A Yes, it is. 

Q Did Ho fmann make a stntement to you a e a result of your 

interroaation? 

A He did. 

CAPl'/tIN ~H~CKIB : Prosecution hands tM reporter a 

'WTitten 1nstrwmnt and raquests t:h'!.t 19 b8 marked P:-osecutionte 

Elthibit lOl ror identification. 1Jl4 
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(Whe?-eupon the cbowmnt .referred to was marked Proe

ooutionte Eichibit 101 tor identifi cation by th, reporter,) 

Q I hand you Pros&oution •s Edu.bit narked 101 !or 1dent11'-

icat1on and ask you if you cen tdent1!y it, 

A It it a etatement written am sj gned by Heinz Hofmann. 

Q Were you present when that. statement was aicned? 

A I was present ffl130. it w,'\!S written and signsd . 

Q Is tho sto.termint swom to? 

A Yes. 

Q Who administered the oath? 

A capt ain Sh'J.Ineoker , 

Qi Was tha stateTllElllt made voluntaril,y? 

A It was. 

Q Did you use any force, cruel or ha rsh treatmmt to obt!lin 

t lli s t at ement? 

A No. 

Q; Did you make any pr omises o t aey kind to Hofmann to 

obtain this statement? 

A No. 

CAPTAJN SHUMACK..."'R I Prosecution offers in evidence 

Prosecution ' s EXhibit ma.rkod 101 for identificati on, with the 

reqmst t hat i t be attached to t he r ecord and mark'!d Pros ecuti on t e 

!)ch.ibit 101, 

LT. COIDNEL D'lfINELLt The DefenBB objects to the evidence 

on the grounds previously stated. 

PRESID:!NT1 Tho objection 111 ovoITuled.. The eD::hibit 

is admitted. in evidencfl and will bti m&rked Prosecution' s EKt..ibit 

(Wile l"aupon the document referred to , having been 

previously mrked and identified was recdved in evidence as 

Pro~tlo\ltiont s Exhibit "P-101" &nd is attached heret.o and ma.do 

a part of the mcord. ) 

(El.owl.to - Redirect) 
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a&Pl'ADf SHUMACIER1 Prosecution otter• in evidence 

a true Md correct ln&lieh translation o! Proseoutionls !lthibit 

ttp..101• and request t.111 t it be attached to the record and mrked 

Proeeout1on 1 s Exhibit "P-lOU"• 

DEFENSEt On behalt ot the Dei'Mse, there is no 

objection• 

PRl!SI!)~T1 Tht,re being no objection, the exhibit will 

be admitted in evidence s nd will be marked Proseoution•A EX:hibit 

np..1ou.•. 

(Wmreupon the document referred to was marked 

Pros ecution' s Exhibit ttP-lOU" by the reporter and is attached 

hereto and nnde a part 01' the record, ) 

CAPTAIH SHllllfl.CIOrn r Prosecut i on requests pem.iss ion to 

read ite Ex..b.ibit "P-101" and "P...lOU"• 

PRESIDENT r Granted. 

CAPrAIN SHUJ.IACKUh (Reading) t 

"I, Heinz HOFH,\NN , Rotten!'uehrer , having been duly sworn , 
make the fo llowing s tatement 1 

"During the EIFEL offensi~,e in December 1944 , I was a member 
or the 2nd pla toon , 2nd Company, l.st Panzor Regiment , LSSAH. I 
was assigned to the t ank or Hauptsoharfuehrer KNAPPICH, as gunner. 
Hauptscharfuehrer KNAPPICH was a l so 11\Y pl a toon leader. ~ Company 
Commmder was Ober sturm.fuehrer FRIEDRICH CHRIST. 

"On 19 December 1944 at about 6 o ' cl ock in the mrning, 
our company entered STOUlDNT. I have prepared a sketch which 
I attach hereto, which shows the precise l oce.tion of the tan.le:. 
which I now recall 1fith certainty. When we entered STOUlCINT, 
Rottenfuehrer PRA.H'l'l!I tank (2) WRl!I knocked out at the comer 
al!I shown on nv sketch. He..uptscharfuehrer KNAPPICH' s tank (.3) 
took the position u shown on ~ sketch. As eoon ae we had 
takm position H3Uf1t.aoharfuehrer KNAPPICH gave me tM order to 
tum the t-..uTet to the r ight and to shoot 1d. t h ttlt machine gun 
at American trenches. After I had fired several bursts , KNAPPICH 
gave me the order to turn the turret to the left and ea:ve tho 
order, • HEINZ, Jl. O. readJr - !ire at the group of. I.Bl standing 
1n :front.' I l ooked 1n the direction ha pointed and I saw a 
group of 15 to 20 Amorioams wt.o stood at this spat indicated 
on iey- sketch as No . l . These ~ricans lfflre guarded by some 
paratroopers J as far as I could see they had no weapons. I 
Jmaw they ,..ere Am9rican prisonors beca use they wore American 
uni.forms. I asawned tha Hauptschartuehrer KNAPPICH lalew 'that 

. ~ 
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thee• wre prisoner• ot war D!I couee aa I aaw the• w1th Carman 
cue.rds and 11:1.thout weapons it waa at onoe clear to • that 
theso eoldiera 'lfeH Anmrioen prieonera of war. I tollad 
Hauptllchnrtuehrer DIAPPICH1 a order and fthot 2 to 3 burst.a into 
the American prbonera of nr. I saw the ones I hit al uq, 
to tffl ground1 and I am. sure that they were either badly wounded 
or dead, although I don•t know the exact number I hit. .lt the ti• 
I shot at the Azmrlcan prisomra of 1Rlr, I heard the radio operator 
M.G. firing, although I can•t ate.te with certainty that he ahot 
at tt. prisoners beoause it ns impoeaible tor ne at the. t l!Klment 
to aee tb! direction in which he shot, At that ti"" Sturmmann 
MIKOLASCHEJC, eat 1n the radio operatorte M.0• poai tion, I Mard 
M.O, tire tro'lli the other tanko ~ ?IQ" company at the same time as 
I amt, but it •e iqx,eaible !or m t.o see which one or tho t anlm 
shot because they stood either behind or on tb!i side of our tank. 

"I shot the American .prisooere of war aa I juat described -
on'.cy on ord.er!I of Hauptaoharfueh.rer KNAPPICff, ~ tank oomm;:i.nder 
and platr.>on leader, and if I hadnlt received sudl .11. order !rom 
rey- tank commander I 110 uldn' t have shot, 

"I make this statement consisting of t wo pages and one sketch 
voluntaril,y and out of my own free will, 

"No threats, force , or promieee of reward or immunity from 
prosecution have bflm made to me. 

/ • / Heinz 11'.)Fl!ANN 
15 Warch 1946 

"Subscr i bed and sworn to before nie 
thi• 15th dey of March 1946 at 
Schwabieoh Hall , Germany 

/ • / RAPHAEL SHUIIACKIR 
Capt CMP" 

(Whereupon the sht.ement waB read in the German language,) 

l J l7 
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PH>SECUTION1 (Ur ELCll'ITZ) 'J.'he l'rosecut.ion offera in 

evidence picture &tfidaTI.t axecuted by the acou.1ed Heinz Hofmann 

aho'lfing a pl.cture of the accused Ulkoluchek, and request that 

1t be ma.rod Prosecution I a Bxhibit P-101-B and attached to the record . 

DEFENSE: On behal.t o! the Derenae there is no objection 

to t he pi.cture affi davit, or is there any necesei ty for the reading 

of eame, an~ it is further stipulated that the pl()tograph i e that of 

the accused Arnold Uikolas chek . 

~ I DlllT1 There beine; no objection, the Exhibit of fered 

by t he Prosecution is admitted into evidence and w1.ll be marked 

Prosecution ' s Exhibi t P-101-B. 

(Whereupon the docurrent referred to having been previoU5l y marked 

was received i n evidence as Prosecution ' s Exhibit P-101-B, and i s 

attached hereto and made part of t he record . ) 

PRDSECUTI0N 1( !r ELOifITZ) - your Crose-examination . 

DEFENSE: ·?.!ay it please t he Court the Defense doee not 

desi re to intetTOgate t he w1 tness nt this time . 

PRESIDENT: There do not appear to be any f urther ques tions . 

The ,ti tnees i s exeusod . 

(\'Thereupon the witness we.s excused and with:lrew) . 

PROSECUTION: The ·Proeecution calls as next Wibless Hans 

Huebler. 

ta.IS HUEBLER, a rltness for tJ\e . Prosecution wan duly re-

8"orn and testified through an interpreter further as i'ollows; 

REDIRECT EX.u!IIIATION 

QUESTiotlS BY PimECOTION 1 (l!r ErmITZ} 

Q Are you the same Hans Huebler who has previously teati.!ied 

in this case ? 
A Yes 
Q And you previously testJ.fied that you were a member of the 

2n:l Company, 1st SS Panze r Regiment , and tha.t your Company Commander 

wu Obersb.trm.1'uehrer Chri st, is that correct ? 

A Yes, 

(Huebler-redirect) 
J.JJ. 8 
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s. s. 2, Q Were you a member ol the 2nd Company on the momine of 

19 December 1944 ? 

A Yes. 

Q lfbere ware you at that time ? 

A .I.t Stcumont , 

Q lll.d aeything ha.ppen there ? 

A Yes 

Q Will you describe 'what happened ? 

A When we arrived at the entrance7' Stoumont early in the 

/ morning I waa i n the leadine tank number 222 . It wae very quiet with 

the exception of some firing coming out of the house . Our Commander 

gavo orders to the radioman to return the fire and s hoot into the 

buildine . After that a Sergeant and two other men went into the 

buil ding and took about 13 Americans out. The prioonera were ta.ken 

to the lElft of our tank and I could not observe anything .further. 

f.ator on we were knocked out. Alter we were knocked out, the driver 

Md tha radioman jumped out or the vehicle. The radioman was shot and 

fell. The driver fell as well. The aaa~stant gunner julliped out 

0 ahead of me then I jumped out and sought cover in a. little ditch . 

0 Hali left - at the back o! me 2nd Company tanks wero standing . I saw 

haw the radioman of Knapp1.ch 1s tank ll'a& shooting .at the prisoners 

who were there on t he side of the street . There waa a great deal of 

fighting going on- by that I D:tan combat . I could see how two of 

these prisoner5 were fallinc down . I did mt see anything further and 

returned to La Gl eize . 

Q When did you first see these American prisoners of war ? 

Jl That was before. Our tank had not yet beenknocked out , 

in other words I was still inside it . 

Q lfhat wen they doing then ? 

A As they came out they etood still and had -.reapons in their 

hands but when they •re being shot at by Knappich' s tank they no 

(Huebler-redi.rect) 



I 146 lona•r had ~ 11Hpona, 

s. 5, 3, Q Do you lcnoW' who the radio operator or Knappich' 11 tank 

was at that time T 

A. Yea 

Q Who? 

A Stl.U'IIIWUl MUcoluchek. 

Q Could you identify him if you oaw him again ? 

.l Yee. 

Q Will you please look at the detendants seated on your lett 

and see if you ca.., identify Sturmmann Uikolu:chek ? 

A. YH, Number 37• 
{ 

Q ~ was the number of your tank it you remember ? 

/ .l 225. 

9 Were you ever in La Oleize 1 

A Yes 

Q l'lhen? 

A The 21.at, 

Q Did you see any- American prisoners of war 1., La Gleize ? 

A. Yes 

Q State where and under what circumstances ? 

A I was in tJte C. P. o! Colonel Peiper, and I saw about JO 

Americans marched up a nd t hey we re being accoopan.1.ed. by infantr~ n . 

I heard the noise of ahouting "ffllere are you going With those 

prisoners ot war fn and the answer was 1'We were told to deliver them 

here . 11 The voice went on to say "Lead them to the pasture and bump 

them of! "• 

Q Whose voice 1'U that ? 

A That voice was Obersturm.i'uehrer Christ . 

Q can you state why you conc:l.uded that that was the voice 

of Christ ? 

A The voice of Obereturmtuehl,"er Christ is such aa it can be 

recognized if you have known him fol' two months . 

(Huebler-redirect) 

http:accoopan.1.ed
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Q Did you •• Christ ahortly befoN or &tter the 1 ncident 1 s. s. 4. 

Tho incidont JOU i,...., jut described ? 

A I a• him before the incident but not atte1'W8.rde. 

Q Where did :,ou •ee him before the incident 1 

J. In the C.P. 

Q Ill.d tile voice which JOU hove just dNoribod u gl:rin& tho 

order to 1bump ott' the American prieonen of wa.r come from the C.P. 

A It came out of the house in the C.P. from •ome room. 

PROSF.Clfl'ION1(Jlr EUMITZ). You may crcH-e.umine. 

RE CR05S EliMINATION 

QUPSTIO!IS BY DEFENSE, (Lt lW!LER) 

Q Will you describe the !omation of the prisoners of war as 

you saw them just prior to be.ing shot ? 

.l They came in three rows. 

Q Were they wider guard at that time ? 

A Yes . 

Q Haw many Gennan solcliere were guarding them ? 

A It may have been !our mm , 

Q Would you - or did you reco&n,ize from what units they were 

J. No, but they were wcari.n& &NY field ooai:e . 

Q Whereabouts at the intersection or at the entrance to Stownont 

were these prisoners s tanding ? 

A They were a tanding in Stoumont on tJie left in front ot a 

white house . 

Q Where did the prisone1'6 come from ? 

A 1'h.ey came out of a white b.rl.lding in Stoumont. 

Q Can you des cribe thii, building 1 

A. The house was half l eft in !ron t of me i it had been painted 

white and was not too bi g . 

Q As you approached this ei:itrance to Stoumont, did you happen 

to notice the building at that time ? 

(Huebler-rec,f'Qea ;) 
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J. S - Q 

....... 
,. II.fl• •••• 

Q Can 7ft dNmba what :,oa - T ... 
A 11.tle •'-• _,,, out ot tho loaUdinc • Then le Mtldils 

tu-\hor I oen dteonba m17 •n• 

Q 111.d ._. ,_ :,,,ar tmk fin l.nto tho baildl.nc T 

A !hat I 4_,1t -· 

Q Do :,oa - it - other t.anu .,.. liftn orden to fin 
{ 

into - bailcllng ' 

A !bet I wo •a•t -· 

Q Do ,.,._ - whathor or not than - an Aaorioan .lm.1--tank 

IWl ~r tld.e baildl.ng T 

.l llo . On tho right hand Iida of tho Church thoro ... an 

-rioan Anti--tank l'Ul• 

Q - tar la tho ohuroh baa lid.a bu.llding :,ou ban harototon 

duoribad T 

A JO to 40 ••n appro>d.aa•J.T• 
Q Can 70u. deaarlba thla anti-tank ,...pon that r,u •• and tha 

. naaber of .,.._ -... that WN t1rinc 1\ T 

A No . 

I > 

Q •u t.hia ant.1- tank 1Uft being t1rod at thatia that J'Oll •• it f 

PIUll!C1JTIOlh (111' IIDIII'IZ) l'ha froNout.l.on objeota to that 

quot.I.on OD tho ll'Ollftda that it 1a 1-terial and irNlffant to the iHUN 

in the-· 

IBFlll!lh(Lt ti!ILD). It the oourt p lauo, on diroo-.,,.t.1.on 

tho Wit.neu teat.I.tied to thia am all I u tl7ina: to do 1a taat h1a oNdib-

PRl!ISlDEIIT1 Objootion on,-rulad. 

A It .,.. aot ttrlnc when w won •tandina• It •nl.T bagan t1rinc 

- wa - t,rurd baoa- I -id net - it beton.(llaoblar-rooron) 

http:diroo-.,,.t.1.on
http:quot.I.on
http:froNout.l.on
http:baildl.ng
http:baildl.nc


I lh6 I. Yeo. 

s s. 5 Q .lt that time did 1"11 Ha any uolune aun tiring coming from 

that houae. 

A RI.fie ehoto. 

Q Can 70u describe what you saw ? 

A Rifie shot.a oomine out ot the building • There 11 nothing 

further I can describe any more. 

Q Did anyone from your tank tire into the buildini; ? 

A That I don 1t know. 

Q Do you kn.-,w 1f any other tanks Wl!lre given orders to !ire 

into the building ? 

.1 That I also don't know. 

Q Do you know whether Ol" not there was an American Anti-tank 

gun near this building ? 

A No . On the right hand s i de of the Church t here was a n 

American Anti-tonk gun. 

Q How far ia the church f rom tlrle building you have heretofore 

des cribed ? 

A JO to 40 meters apprcXimately. 

Q Can you describe this anti-tank weapon that you s sw and the 

number of crew members that we re firing 1t ? 

A No. 

Q Was this anti- tank gun being fired at thetime that you asw 1 t 7 

PROOECUTION1 (llr EUlo'IITZ) lne Prosecution objects to that 

question on the grounds that 1 t is illma.terial and irrelevant to the i.ssuH 

1n the cue. 

DEFEN.SEr (Lt WAHLER). If the court p lease, on d.1rect..-exam1nat1on 

the Witness testified to this and all I am tryine to do is test his credib

ility. 

PRESID~Tr Objection over---ruled . 

A It was not rt.ring when we were standing. It only began firing 

when we moV9d tozward because I oould not aee 1t be.Core . 

(lluebler-1-ecroel!I) l.s22 



Q Wu thi11 anti-tank eun t1rin& at the t.ille the Pr:1.aonen 

S • 5• 6 • ot war were o tand1ng in front ot thio 1:w.ldin& 7 

. ,. No. 

Q When did this anti-tank gun otop tiring 7 

J. It only atopped when we were knocked out and our tank 

' 
.... burnin&• 

Q .l!'ter your tank was knocked out where did ,ou go 1 

A Toward r.. Gleize. 

Q Intnediately af ter your tank was knocked out what did you 

do 7 

A I :reported to the c.p. where I wu assiined to a ll.aric P IV 

tank. 

Q What I would like to Jmow ia what did ~u do immediatel y 

after you &ot out of that tank ? 

A I sought cover in the side ditch 

Q Hmr far was this place from where your tank was knocked 

out ? 

A About 5 to 6 ""tare. 

Q Can you describe how deep t his ditch wae ? 

A 50 centimeters . 

Q HOl'l long did you remain i n this ditch ? 

A It may have been about 5 minutes . 

Q While you were in t he ditch did you happen to have the 

occasion to observe the direct.ions of firing --

PROSECUTION(Lt Col ELLIS) If the Court please, we request 

that the Defense makes that question raore clear when he says "firing11 -

what i s he referring to when he says II firing". 

DEFENSE a(Lt WAHI.m) I will rephrase the ques tion . 

Q fflu.le you were 1n the ditch, did you happen to observe 

whether there was any !iring coming from the anti-tank gun that you 

heretofore described 1 

( lfu.ebler-recross) 
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LT . WAHLER : All r i ght , I will rephrase the 

que stion. 

QUESTI ONS BY DEFENSE ( LT . '/AH • CONTD ) 

Wh i l e you wer e i n the ditch , d i d you happen 

to observe whether t her e was any f ire coming from this 

ant i t a nk gun that you have heretofore described? 

A o , it no l onger fl r ed . 

Q Did you see o.ny smal l a rms fir e coming from 

any direc t i on other than from the German tanks t hat 

were in the vie n ty? 

A ~ d dn ' t seo t , but there was some s 'lootinc . 

One could hear 1 t . 

Q Did you at any time see Vi ko laschek fire 

.,., s machine gun n h s tank? 

A I did not see N' ilrnlaschek shoot himself . 

only saw the radiomen ' s mao"i. ne c un fire . 

Q How lona did this maohinfl g un fire? 

A I d i d not actually observe until the end . 

Q And what did y ou observe then? 

A I only saw some shots . Then I took off and 

saw nothing furtre r of tl-ie incident . 

1'lns l' i ko laschek ' s tank '!mt toned ur at tr. is 

time? 

The winao\'-' of th,., t ank commander was O"'en 

and. ~·nA:r,p1ch was lool in... '°'Ut of t . 

'.'las the openin,., by th,.. rad1om9.n 1 s !'T"ach1ne -

was that buttoned up or open? 

A T'iat I don ' t lmow. I went back when the 

shootlno docr1:>ase d ~nd I saw th~t the op nin:; o f 

:-:nsr.,r iah ~a& pen about t"11e ucl;i (Indicatin,e) . 

(Huebler - ~roes). 
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UESTI C!IS !lY DEFE,NSE (CAPT . NARVID ) 

Q Did you see any other machine gun from 

Knappich I s t ank shoot ? 

A !To . 

Q :i.n other words , the only we apon which you saV1 

firing in the d irec t i on of the ppisoners of war was 

the radi o op e ra t 1Jr ' s maoh lne c;un? 

A Yes . 

QUFSTI l/S ~y D',FE SE (D • HFRTKOR!l) 

Q. When the tank knocked out and you sought 

cover in this ditch or wha t you have been tal king , 

where was this ditch? 

A In the dire ctinn in which the t nk was 

movinc to the h a lfr c;ht .-,hind it. 

~ Was the space be t ween you a nd t .os e t anl~s 

of your c ompany wh i ch wor o behind you under enemy 

ob s ervati nn? 

!:IR . ELOWITZ : 11ray 1 t p l ea se tli.e Court , 

objec t to t h a t questi ,....n . Th.-, witne ss J .s in no 

position to t e stify a s o what observation the 

enemy had . 

PRPSID~NT : 0b,1ec t on sus t 'l ned . 

.,t'l; STTO?'S BY D .::1::Nsr;, {Dfl . ff''RTKO!U1 C''JYTD ) 

Was the space in wl, tch you wer e l y l n:; under 

fire by the enem!r? 

ri:'he ~!J"lC'3 'n w!"~i"' :!: wFis , waa shot at by the 

enemy but 1 t all went past above my head -- in other 

words , above t he d t ch . 

1'R . ''!ALT3RS : If your f-fonor l)lcase , for 

some t i rr.e now we have had t wo , at 1'3-ast two members 

of the prosecutlon s t:arr te l l · n.:: tM-is 'nterpr~t':'r 

how t o in t erpr et th i n::o . 

(
0 uebler• - Cr oe s) 



LAW !tEMBER : Unfortunately the interpre ter 

doesn 1 t seem to know how to i nterpret right now. 

MR . WALTERS : f.19¥ we aslc for anothe r 

i nterpr e ter? 

PRESI DENT : Jus t a minut e . Le t's get a ll of 

thi~ translated. Did you repe at the remarks of the 

law member? 

I WfERPRETER : I lnt1:t r pre ted all t hr ee r emarks , 

LAW MSMBER : Ono of the members of the prosecu 

tion has been swor n as an interpr e t.er . It would 

0 probab l y be more advisab l e f he wil l advise the chief 

prosecutor of a w stake when s made even thouch 

1 t wi ll t ake three times as much time . The 1nter pret l3 r 

wi ll be c autioned that he must translate word for word 

that wh_1_ch is bein3 said and must pay more attention . 

Proceed . 

NR . ~LO\~TZ: W'1 th the pe"C'm ssion of the 

Court , would l ike to have the l ast ques t ion and 

answer r epeated . 

{Whereupon the quest i on was r ead by the repor t13r 

as fo llow s: 

11 .:t '.'las the space in wl:.ich you were lyi1•.:; unJer 

fire by the enemy? 

A The space 1 n w!rt cl"> I was, was shot Rt y the 

enel"'.y but lt 11 went ,~st above my head -- 'not'" r 

words , ahove the d.' tch. 11 
) 

~rq . •'Lo·:n'rZ: I would 1 ka thP witness to 

answer that last question . That was the answer upon 

which there was some question of lnbe!"pretatio .... . 

('.'/hereupon t'he 4 a..,uestion was read by the Nmorter 

as f ollows : 
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• 
11 Q Was the space in wh ich you wer e l yin g under 

..fire by the enemy? 11 
) 

MR . ELOWITZ : We have no obj ec ti on to the 

translation . You may cont inue . 

Qm STIONS BY DEFE SE (DR. HERTKORll CONTD ) 

Q To what t ype of fil• e was the space in which 

you we r e , subjected? 

A I could.n ' t determine that . 

Q Have you as a sol d i er found out th e differ ence 

be tween the h it t nc of an ant tanli: g un and tha t of a 

machine i;un? 

A Yes . 

Q Can you then say what t ype of f ire the space 

in •.vhich you were subjected to anti tanlt fir e , to mach ne 

gun f ire or t o artillery fire? 

A I t was infantry fi r e . 

Q llachine ~1.m fi r e or f ire from non automat c 

weapons? 

A Tha t e xactly I can ' t say . 

,•er e you ab l e to mo ve your head abov e cover 

in spite of the fire? 

A Ve& . 

q qow far we s your oosi t on from that of the 

prisoners of war? 

A.hnut 1~ rr~t"rs. 

row far W13re the ner.<\troop ,,.uards w'ho were 

1,;,unrdln'."' the prisoners .,way from the prisoners? 

A 'l'he !::;uardo wore stand1ng next to the 

prisoners . 

~ Have you ti.ccnwhether or not throu ·h th'.:' Cir E.f 

1(Huebl~r · - €ro~ss) .. 



wh ich was a lle gedly direc te d fr om the tank on the 

prisoners of war guards were a l so hit ? 

A° No . 

Q ,When you saw t he fire c ome out of the tank , 

wer e you ab l e t o se e backw ards to t h e pr isoners of 

war? 

A I fo llowed with my e ye s the d r e ction of 

the fir e of' t he mnch:'- ne pun and I s a v, how two .fell 

down . 

Q Di d you see gun f l ashe s? 

A Through the f i rst shots , yes . 

Q Wa s t he r e any other shooting at the t ime 

tha t you observed tr..o "e bur sts? 

A rl'here was shooting both by the Amer icans 

and us , but who i t was I cannot say . 

Q Some t ime ago you stated t h a t t wo members of 

your c r ew were shot down as t hey j umped out of the 

vehic l e . Do you know f r om which di r ection those 

shots came ? 

r.m . onn: TZ : Prosecut ion objects to t hat 

que st{.on . The w tne ss never testified to t hose 

fac ts. The witness test fled as I recollect tha t 

the tank was knocked out nnd thflt two of the members 

were hit or hit by the c;un fire that lolOc ke d out the 

tank . 

DR . H1;,RTVOR' : As far as I see, there 'I's an 

error here . ! understood 1 t tc be in th! s mnn I s 

tank 1 t was sliot and bec;an to burn . Two p13o:,le jumped 

out and these eoplr, were shot at subsequently . 

}:R • ..., 01.VITZ : Prosecution wi ll withdraw its 

obje<:tion . 

(Fuebler - Cross} 

1Ji8 
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QITTSTIO!IS lJY n ~F ~NSE (DR , HERTKORN CON'rD ) 

Q Through what fire and from what direction do 

you believe the drive r and the radioman of the 

vehicle as they jumped out we r e hi t? 

A Exact l y I cannot say but in my o p in ion 1 t 

c ame f r om the front from up ahead . 

Q. Did -y ou notice whether or not t h ose guards 

who were wa tchinz t he prisoner s t ook cover or remain ed 

where they wer e s t andin r- when thi s fir in3 was e;o ng on? 

A Th e ne sts were s t and inc , 

Q l'!hen the to.nlt hod beon lmocked out and y o u 

wen t f r om Stoumon t to LS. Gl e i ze , wher e d i d you go 

f i rs t i n La Gl e i ze? 

A I r sported t o a CP ns cr ew member of a 

knocked out tan¥ . 

~ Yous aid some time r, r e v j u sly that you had 

been or de r ed t o r eport t o a Mark I V. 

A Ye s . 

Q. Was a ?lark IV in t h e v i c inity of La Gl e ze ? 

A I saw none . 

Q At what CP d i d you repor t? 

A I can no lancer recollect the name o.r the CP . 

Did you see <\.fl officer ot the CP who was in 

chari;e there? 

I cannot "'-'l.:· exRct 1~, but I b~lievP.: T.:nter 

s t•..1rmfuehrer Reiser was thl'Jre . 

From what company? 

A He was .•n the battal on . 

C: 

:"r om wha t bat to.lion? 

f, The first bat ~Rllon . 

... 

-~ , ; f',:i. t time did yc,u Fir!' VO At tho CP? 
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A That was be!'ore n oon , a r ound 10 , 11 0 1 c l ock . 

Q Was the second compa ny in La Gl e 1 ze a l ready? 

A 'l'he sec ond oompany had a lr e ady pa ssed through 

La Gl e i ze . 

Q I n other words , nobody of the Second c on1pany 

r emained i n La . Gl e l ze ? 

A That I d on ' t know . I s aw none , 

Q Di d you a:rr1 ve on f'r'l o t an d by y ourself or 

a c compan ied by someone i n La Gl eize ? 

A I wen t vr t h my a ssistant e unne r , Sturnnnann 

Sunder t o La Gl e ize . 

Q 1.'la s Sunder nt the CP wi t h you ? 

A Yes . 

Q Wher e d i d y ou go from the CP and wha t d i d you 

do further? 

A I v,as asslc;ne d to a t.A'nr l{ I V and again sent 

forward to St oumont . 

Q Where was the second company as you were 

mo vine forward? 

MR . LOi T tay i t ., l ease the Court , 

prosecution objects to the line of ques tion n~ . It 

is en tire l y imTro.ter n l anr irre l evan t . 

D:J. F :RTYOI l' : J'n~, I counter that t is 

i mportant for me anri the man the t I d f end , to ~et-.er -

. mJne ·R'rere the SAcond comoen7r was nt th1 s time bec4use 

t hAs been stated t'l-qt r ess ws.s allFP'""'dl:- ln La . 

Gl e ize . 

L01'l'ITZ : The a8fense counse l is ~erta Inly 

privile,::ed t o call h a c l ent as a witne ss or to 

recall th1 s witness to testify on is owo heh.a. l f , '~ut 

thi s witness - -

.. (J-!ueble!'- - ~ros.e) 
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1 47 , Bsp PRESIDE! T : That is corre ct . The o"' j ecti on 

is sustained , 

DR . IIBRT!'.ORN : Ich danke . 

QU?S'fIONS B" DEFENSE (DR . RAU ) 

Q If I understood you correct l y y ou were in 

the tank point and you were the f irst one to enter 

Stoumont . Were parachutists there before you ? 

MR . P LO'!O' 1rz : Tell the witness to refr a in 

from answer ing until the question is t r ans l ated 

into English . What is the a nswer to that las t 

quest i on? 

A Yes . 

Q Isn' t it true tha t tl".e tanlr was the first 

in the f i ght? 

A If am by rr.yse lf in a tan!r and I .:o in to a 

locality, can1 t affor d to do t ha t. One feels 

un s afe in a tanlc and one needs infantry men . 

:Sut the3e :Infantry men fo llow the r table, 

They do no t precede it , 

!'R , =LO'.'lITZ : r:ay it l eas e the Cour t , 

pr"'~ecuti on objectfl to the 1ues tion . It ' s entirely 

irrelevant . Certal:,l~r the witness is 10t an expert 

to testify on wher~ end when infantry are disposed 

as troops , and t has ro hear ~n: on the tes t ri,nny 

_,.:.v,...,, h tr'"" 't• "'9 or. dlrect e"xarr' ti 

D~ . P. ..L : As f'er ss I am concernfli , tro 

witness as a rr.ernbor of R tqnk ere•,_. is somewhat of ar, 

expert since he has art1.clriated t_n combat of th1 s 

nature . It 'l'IUSt be exam'n d whether the witness is 

not. con·rusin.s severnl incidents . I as!. trio Court to 

deo,lde . 

(I:ucf:der - r";r€Jss) 
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LAW 1.:u.ffiER : The Court wi ll sustain the 

object!on but on the eround that no proper quest on 

has been asked . I t ' s simp l y a staterren t by t he 

defense. If the defense wishos to i nterrog:ite t his 

wi tness a s to his t echnical qualifications by virtue 

of the fact that he is a member of o. tank c rew , it may 

be done by quest i on n!3 , You may proceed . 

UESTiffS BY DJ::FSN SE (DR . RAU CQl'TD) 

½ Is 1 t now tt.e r ule that infantry !'a llows 

the tank? 

A If there are m nes in fr on t of a town, it is 

not ~o ssible for the tank to co ahead and the 

infantry to follow . It s nece asary for the infantry 

to precede the tank , 

PROSECUTIOU : It v,aen ' t a comp l ete transla 

ti on of this l o.s t n.nmvor . I be l e ve he said t ~e 

infantry or the e nc; ineers , is that correct? Transla 

tor•, 1s that corre ct? 

LAW ?,~:'.IBER : Ask him the question ar;;ain? 

(11lbe reupon t he que stion was r l?!ad by t he r eporter . ) 

LA':J r•_;r:-~ER : Ask him to repeat h is answer . 

A Generally dur n:; combat the infantry either 

s ts on the vehicle or follows the vehicle 'but w!-'en 

you enter a local ty, s t'i.P. tasl·· of' the infentry 

to either rrov,.; in '3h'!Ul taneously wt tt a t~,.,, or 

rrecedo it , 

~CBTICl'S ~y i)_:·~"S:.. (DR . RAU corT:J) 

Q T'ow do }·ou account ror th~ fact that both 

3ua.rds and prisoners WP. r e mov1n-- freely about the 

street whereas -~ou o.o R consequPnc~ of t,..e firinu 

(Hueblor - Cro!ls) 
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that was going on sou~ht cover? 

MR . ELOl'l!:TZ : Prosecution objects . There 

was no testimony that the euards and prisoners of 

war wer e mo vln f r eely a l one; on the str ee t. As I 

r ecall the t es timony , the prisone r s we r e mar che d by 

the guar ds a cross the str eet from whe r e the hou~e 

stood on the corner and we1•e sho t , 

PRESI DENT : The obje ction is susta ined , 

DEFENSE COUNSEL : }To thi n g furthe r f r o the 

de fens e on cros s exam nation . 

ffi. . ··~LO\'IITZ : Prosecuti •:m has a que stion 

or two . 

REDIRECT JlXA"'INATION 

f•U~ STIO"S BY PBI SFCU'l'T Q:! ( W' , •LO'ilITZ) 

After you saw the Ame ricans come ou t of a 

house end surrende r , dtd ou see or hea r any firing 

from the house ? 

A Not after that . 

The firi n :.., that went ove r y our head wh1 l e you 

were in the ditch - - fron: where di d the t f1r1.n : conie ? 

A I t ca..~e on<'e from Knappich dir"'t:'tly in my 

v c ni tv , but where the other f re came from I cb n ' t 

'mow . 

".ras the p l acC> . wtiere y!"lu we ,...P in thP ditch 

n the 1 i ne ..,r fire between I:na,.._ ic~' ~ tanV and th~ 

prisoners of war? 

t. I had to oess t hrounh th~re , yes . 

Q. I direct yo1·r attention to Prosecution 1 x'-,1b1t 

~Jo . 3 , the map on the wall , ann asl'" ·~ou to ste_p down end 

see 'f ~ou can 1 dent:l ry the ,..,lace in Stourron .... vh~ro 

the inc -lent tool ..,lacP.~ 

(Fuebler - ~ ed'rcct} 
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A I was approximately ther o ( Indicating ) with 

my t anl<' , It was approximately at t his po i n t . 

Q. Wher e was the house you s a w t he pri s oners 

br ou ht out of? 

A The h ouse i s a pproxima t e l y her e {Indicating ) , 

MR . ELOWITZ : Let t he r ecord show the 

witness po int s t o the f ir st house on the east of t he 

str ee t enter inc; Stoumont . 

Q V/hers we r e the pr i s oners of war standin~ when 

you saw two of t hem fa ll? 

() A The r e ( Indicating ). 

Q Whe r e was the church in the town wher e you 

said the anti tank e;un was l oc a t ed? 

A The re (Indicat ng) , 

Q Whlch way we r e the t anks of the second 

c ompany facin&;? 

A One t ank of t'nt e rschar1'uehr er Br auschke 

0 was behind us and t he other ones were behind us to 

the halfrieht,.0 
Q. Then as ~rou J"lninted out the Ame ric an anti -

tank gun was to the ri~ht of the tanl<s of the 

second company . 

• \ From the church on the ri:hthend side the 

tan1 • was stand n:; . 

:::n .,hat dtrection from the tanks r tho 

second company were the prisoners of war stand n,;? 

Left or ri~ht? 

A Left , 

:_ Can :rou state if the Amer can PW ' s where 

they were stand;.n.: .were in tli.e 11 ne o fire of' t:he 

(Huubler - ~edirec t) 



Amer ican gun or v,ere they protected .from the fire 

by their pos ition near the houso? 

A They w ere not e xposed to the fire of the 

American gun . 

MR , ELOWI'rZ : That 1a all , 

DEFENSE COUNSJ'L : Dr , He rtkorn , 

REC ROSS EXA INATI ON 

QUESTIO S BY DEFENSE (DR . HERTKOR N) 

.Y/hen did you in· La Gl eize hear the order or 

J the voice o.r rYz.1ess , or a t what time do you believe 

to have heard 1 t? 

A It must have been on the 21s t. 

Q Exact l y at what time? 

A I cannot r-; ive the exact time . It was n the 

morning . 

Approximately at what time in the morning? 

Yo\1 should lmow . Was it mrned a t e l y after dawn or 

later? 

It could have been 8 or 8 : 30 , 

Q Can you describe where the CP was situated 

in the locality ? 

PR~SID:::NT : Anyth "n further by the defense ? 

o:,FE1,rs:: c~ui· sr L: No thi ns rurtl'er . 

!"9 . L0"''2:""'Z : l:ave one more quest.ton . 

R....::)TR "T X l'' ~T' 'J'TC!! (:::onrnn.;'"ED} 

:TJ STIO"S ~y PRO"-CUTIO;; (1 -q . ~ LO"IITZ) 

~ You testified that you weren ' t sur e of the 

time you hear d t;)' order :1ven by the vo1ce you 

,described as ¥.rie.ss . Then you ~estifled it could . 

{l-l'uebler ·_ Recro 1s) 
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117 , 13ap have been 8 or 8 : 30 . Could it ave been 9 or 9 : 30 a lso? 

A I c annot judge pre cisely . It c an be p o ca i b l e . 

MR . EL0l'I TZ : That is a ll. 

PR'I-.SIDENT : Questions by the defense? 

DEFEI1'SE COUNS~ : othin fur•ther from the 

defense . 

PRESIDENT• Questions by the Cour t? 

Apparent l y none , the witness is excused , 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew . ) 

C PRESIDENT : The Court will r ecess until 1035 . 

(Whereupon the Court at 1005 recessed . ) ( 

0 
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JlftOSBJUTIONa I.t the court pleue, let 

the record show that all ot the umbers of the prosecution, 

all of the •abera of tihe court, all of tbe Mllbe.n ot the d•
fenae, with the uoeption of llr. Strona, who 1• abeent on the 

btlainllH of tbe detenae, •• wll •• tbe r9p0rter, &N present. 

l'llOO&:JUTIOII (Captain 8c-cher) I The 

prosecution recall• at this time Jlr. nl.awitz. 

11'.R. ELLCJWITZ, recalled as a witness by 

the prosecution, was reminded. of bis oath before the court and 

testified aa tollOW!I i 

(Whereupon the questioM, answers and 

other proceedings were interpreted to the accused.) 

QUESTIONS BY THE PROS&:JU'nON (Cap tain Sctmmacher) 1 

Q During your interrogatiorus at IP Humber 2, Schwablllch 

Hall, did you have occasion to interrogate one E"1n Szyperski.?' 

J. I did. 

Q Wou1d you kn011" this Enrin S21ypersk1, if you :,aw him 

a gain? 

A Yes . 

Q Would you look at the accused on your left and point 

out Erwin Szypertdd, if you can? 

A Yes, he UI present arrl he is wearing Number 56. 

PRESIDKNT: Number S'6, stand up •••sit dam. 

Q Did you take a statement from Enr1n Szyperski, t he man 

you have just identil'ied as Number 56? 

(Illlow1tz - .Direct) 
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J: Yee. 

Q In what fora na this atate•ntf 

A It waa written. 

PROimlUTION (Captain 80-oher) 1 The 

prosecution bands the NJ>Orter a document, to be urked •Pros

ecution bhibit 102, tor id.entit1cation11 , and requaata .that it 

be ao IIU'ked by the reporter. 

(Whereupon •Prosecution bhibit No. 102, 

tor identi.tioation• wu marked b:, the reporter as requested.) 

Q I hand you thi.e document, marked •Prosecution Brldbit 

Ro. 102, tor identi!'ication• and ask you to identU'y it, U you 

(. can. 

A Yes, this is the statement writt en and signed b;r Erwin 

8zyper9k:1.. 

Q Was t his s tatement made voluntarily? 

I. It was. 

Q Did Y?U employ a.ey- cruel, harsh, or inhuman treatment 

to obtain that stat ement? 

J: I did not. 

Q Did you make any promises of any kind to get that 

(J 

statement? 

A I did not. 

Q Is t ha t s tatement sworn to? 

A Yes , it was. 

Q Who administered the oath? 

A. Captain Schumacher. 

PR.OSEUCTION (Captain Schumacher) : Tho pros 

ecution off ers into evidence the document pr eviously mar ked "Pros

ecut ion Exhibit 102, for 1dentU1cation" and requests that it be 

(Ellovi ta - Direct) 



• 
lt-3 attached to the record and noted u •Prosecution bhibit lfo. 102•. 

DIIPB!l8B (Lt Col. Dwinell) 1 The defenao ob

ject.a on the grounda prertoual.y atated. 

PftESIDINTs The objection is OYerruled, 

and the dOCWMnt ottered into ffldenoe by the proaecution at this 

t1M and prertoU11ly mrked •Prosecution hhibit No. 102, tor iden

titioation• will be accepted into ffidenoe by the court and noted 

aa •Prosecution Exhibit Ho. 102", tor attachment to the record. 

P!IOSl!lJUTION (Captoin Schumacher) 1 Tho prco

<.,, eoution often i nto ffidence a true and correct English traN1la

tion ot Prosecuti on Exhibit No. 102, to be marked Prosecution Eic

hibit No. 102 A, am to be attached to the record. 

DEFRNSEt The deten.,e has no objection. 

PRESIDENT, There being no objection, the 

translation offered into evidence by the pr osecut ion is accept

ed into evidence by the court and will be marked Proaecuti on Ex

(• 
hibit No. 102 A, for attachment to the record. 

( (Whereupon the document r ef erred to having 

be9n accepted into evidence by the court, i t was read to the court 

and translated for the accused as follows:) 

•I, Erwin Szypersk:1, Rottenfeu.hrer, harlng been duly 

sworn, make the following statement: 

•In December 1944, I was in the 2nd Coq,any, let Panzer 

Regi.mBnt I.SSAH. I waa attached to the Jrd Platoon, which waa led 

by Untersturmf'euhrer Helmut Koch, and in thia platoon I was driver 

or Usoh& Brauschke ' s tank. The other men of this tank crew- were 

Uscha Bra.uschke, Tanlc Commandant, Schuetze Angerer, machine-gunner, 

Nestl e r, Assistant lla.chine Ouhrier, and Rolf Ritzer, radio-operator. 

(lillovitz - Direct) 
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•On the 15th DocOllber 1944, on tho dq before the Eitel 

ottenab·e, our 00lllpui;y wu ueemblad between 4 and S o'clock 1n 

the atternoon tor a tallc given by' Obenturmreuhrer Crist, Con,paiv

Commander ot our Compaey. Thia talk took place in a 1r00d near a 

village which name I don't Jmow. Oberaturatauhl'9r Crist apolce 

to ue as tollowa 1 

'"llan, I have just returned now from the Battalion CP 

and have a msaage to give you. Toaorrow.. a tarts the big offen

d n, which ia going to determine the final tate of Oeraan;y. 'Ira 

rlll tight 1n the old SS spirit and •hmr no ·•rcy to the enemy. 

You are SS troops and what you do with pl"Uonera ot war you cap

tun, 1a none of m;y- bnsiness. 1 

"From this speech, which Oberaturmteuhrer Cris t dellTer

ed, I unden1tood that I could I bwnp off I the p risoner I!! of war 

who would be taken, rlthout receiving puniehmsnt from my superior 

officers . 

"On the 19th Deoembor 1944, between 7 and 8 in the morn

ing JIU tank together with four or five other tanks of my Compan;y 

entered STOUMONT. I havo prepared a eketch marked 11A" attached 

her eto, which shows what took placo here, and f'rom now on I lrl.11 

refe r in regard to this incident to the numbers which are indica 

ted on t his sketch. 

"As we approached tho curve, Ro t tenfeuhrer Prahm•s tank 

indicated on m;y- sketch as Ho . 1, had been knocked out by- Ameri can 

A,T, fire, Jq tank (2) stopped immediatel,y , At the same time I 

noti c ed 20 to 25' Ami!rican prisoners of war (h) standing on the 

left- hand side of the road guarded by J to h German sentries . 

(Ellovih - Direc t ) 
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R-5 knaw that these prisoners were Americans because they wore the 

American unUo:rm. These Americana were standing in a group with 

their hand.11 in the air and as tar aa I could see they had no wea

pons. Untel"achar!euhrer Brauachke gave the order to •bump off" 

these priaonen. I heard Sturmteuhrer Ritzer rlth the radio-op

erator11 machine gun, Schuetze Angerer with the turret machine 

gun traversing their machine guns at the group of pri.eonera and 

each of them !iNd three to four bursts into the prlaoner group. 

I saw the prisor:'ers ot war getting hit by the lll fire and all, 

with t he exception of 5 to 7 prisoners slumped to the ground. 

These 5 to 7 prisoners ran in the direction IA GLEIZB and I do 

not know what happened to them. Nobody of our tank crew left 

0 the tank in order to determine whether they were dead, but in 

the manner in which ;theY slumped to the ground and were lying, 

I assumed that they were dead. None of them yelled or thrashed 

around. The tanks ot our Company behind us were also firing at 

this ti.me, but I could not determine whether they ahot into the 

priaoner group./ Although I can 1 t aay with certainty the order 

or the tanks behind me at this time I I knew they nre the tanks 

or Unteraturmf'euhrer Koch , Unterstunnf'euhrer Kautma.nn, Hauptschar

0 !euhrer Knappich, Oberscharfeuhrer Ropeter, and Unterschar!euhrer 

Herzog. I mmediately after t he shoot in_g of the pr ieoners of war, 

our tank backed into the position number 31 indicated on my sket ch. 

We remained in this position for about lS minutes and then we con

tinued by making a detour behind the house on the right side, in

dicated on my sketch. 

"About a half an hour after we h&d left the place which 

I described here , we reached the center of STOUl.lONT at a point 

indicated on my eketch "B", attached hereto, and halted. We ex

changed artillery tire here· with enemy guns, 'Which were some die-

(Ellowih - Direct) 
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R-6 tanae any. While we b&lted there, I noticed a group o! 20 to 

30 .larican priaonere ot war on the place number S, as indicat

ed on • aketch. These prieonere were guarded by three German 

eentriee and stood w1th thllir arm in tb8 air and they had no 

weapona:. Nobody shot at the prisoner,' while I ne there and ae 

our tank continued, they stood unharmed. 

•on the same day- our tank w1th two or three other t.Mr.a 

o! our Company in the &!'ternoon between 2 and 3 o'clock reaoh3d 

a point l to 2 kilometers weat o! STOUMONT, as shown on DO" sketch 

"C" attached hereto. I will from now on refer to the numbers in
0 

dicat.ed on thi s sketch, as I describe the incident whi ch took 

0 place there. To the left of us stood a group of 10 to 1.5 American 

prisoners o.f war with two or three German guards. I could tell by 

the ir uniforms that the prisoners were Arooricans and t hey s t ood 

with their arms in the air and had no weapons. Unterschar.feuhrer 

Brauschke gave the order to "bump of.f" the prisoners of war. 

"R1tzer loaded his machine gun aJXl Nestler loaded the 

turret gun fo r Angerer. At the same ti.me I picked the l.! .P. up 

(J which was lying l e.ft from me, an:l I stood up through the driver 's 

opening, the door of which was open. Unter scharf euhre r Brauschke 

gave the order "Commence fire" . Ritze r and Angerer tired several 

bur sts with their machine gun into the prisoners and I fired two 

short bur sts with the machine pistol. As I now recall, I fired 

slmultaneousl.y with the machine guns. I did not aim at any pa~ 

ticular prisoner, but I aimed at the group and pulled the trigger. 

I saw them being hit and they slumped to the ground and were ly

ing 1n various positions . The prisoners were lyine quietly and 

nobody yelled or tliraahed a.round on the ground and as they appear

ed to me, they were all dead.. Nobody climbed out of the tank to 

(Jtllo_,,,tz - Direct) 
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a-7 obeok the Amerioana, bee&uH at this t1ae Untenturmteuhrer Xaut

mnn'• tank ne directl.7 behind ua and receind a hit and 1FU 

buming. I do not know whether Unteratunat'9Uhrer lau.tnann1s tank 

(2) or Unteraturlltoubrer looh (3) abo ehot at tha pr:l.eoner group, 

"11hen Untersturat'euhrer Iautmann '• tank was knocked 

out, I attempted to turn rq tank and to get out of t.here 1n a 

hurry, and, in doing so, I got stuck in the ditch. Our C1"'8W' a

bandoned the tanlt and started to n.lk back on toot 1n the direc

tion ot STOUJClNT, 1n order to report to Hauptaturmteahrer Poetach

ke, our Battal.ion Co111n11nder, that we had left our tank. Only Un

() tersoharf'eubrer Brauschke and I r eported to Haupteturmteuhrer 

Poetschke, because the othera had gone ott by themselves. As Un
<J 

teraohart'euhrer Brauschke revealed to Hauptsturmteuhrer Poetsch

ke the situation, Rauptsturmf'aubrer Poetachke got very angry-, 

pulled his pistol out and yelled to Unterscharfeuhrer Brauschke 

that: 11 ••• if you don't get that tank out o! the: ditch, I'll shoot 

you ••••. Brauschke and I turned around 1n orde r to go back to 

the tank. As we got near to the place where our tank was stuck1 

I noticed a group or 10 American prisoners or war (5) who were 

being marched by- a German aentry in the direction 0£ STOUl«JNT. 

{l 
This was at a clearing bordering the main road where our tank 

was stuck. These prisoners wore the .berica.n uni.form1 marched 

rlth their hands over their heads 1 and had no weapons . When 

Brausch.ke and I reached the point 1'X" 1 indicated on T1l3' sketch 

"C" 1 the machine gun (6) operated by the paratroopers opened 

.fire at the prisoners. I "lfll.S carrying the machine pistol and 

Unt.eracharfeuhrer Brauschke aaid to me: 'You ahoot1 too'. I 

fired rlth my- machine pistol and shot two to three prisoners 

which were the only ones which were still standing1 because t he 

others had already been hit by- the machine gun fire and were 

(llllo'ffi tz - Direct) 
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11-8 l.yi.ng on the ground. I was only five metere any from the pri-

1onere and fired two to three burata with the machine piatol 

and I could see haw the shot.a ot ~ machine pietol hit the pri

eonere in the ohest. P'roa thia group of 4mer1oans nobcx\y could 

escape and all wre killed. I walked to the prisoners which I 

had abot at and determined they ware dead, becauae they did not 

move. Thia all took place around 6 o I clock on 19 December 1944 

and although it wae already dark we could see everything clear

ly, because Untersturmfeuhrer Kaufma.nn 1s tank was· close by. It 

had been knocked out previously and was .! till burning brightly. 

"On t he night of 23rd to 2hth December 1944, on the day 

we had broken out of the pocke t i n LA. GLEI ZE, I hea rd Haupt.Bchar

feuhrer Knappich saying to Uscha Rech, of our Company, and sever

al NC0 1s: 1We killed on ttm last day in IA GLEIZE, !Derican pri

soners of war. ' From this statement and from the fact that in 

LA GIBIZF., Knappich 1 s tank s tood as security guard between two 

houses, one of whi ch was used to keep a bi g group of American 

prisoners of war in the cellar, I concluded that Knappich 1s tank 

shot these prisoner s of war. 

"I make t hi s s ta tement consis tins of 8 pages and three 

sketches ma r ked 11A11 , 11B11 , and 11C11 , voluntar ily, and of fl13' own 

free will, without coercion, threats or promise:, of reward. 

11Si gned : Rottenfeuhrer Erwin Szyperski, 8 March 1946 . 

"Sworn to and subDcribed before me this 8th day of 

March 1946 at Schwabisch Hall, Gennany. Sien.ad : Raphael Schu

macher, Captain, CMP• 11 

(Ellowitz - Direct ) 
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CAFl'. SRUKACXER t Prosecution otters in evidence two 

ai'!idavit1 executed b;r ·~ Szypereld, one of the accused Friedrich 

Christ and one i dentitying the accused Roll Ritzer and requests they 

be attached to the record and marked Proaecution Exhibits P-102-B 

and P-102-C respect!vely• 

DEFENSE CCUNSEL: On behalf of the Defense there 1• no 

objection to the picture &!fidavita nor any necesaity for reading the 

same. It 1B further admitted that they ar e pioture• of the accused 

Christ and Ritzer. 

FRESIDENTs There beL"lg no objection, the exhibits ottered 

by t he Proaecu1,ion Will be admitted into evidence and marked Exhibits 

P-102-B and P-102-C respect :\.vely . 

(Wher eupon the document referred to, having been pr e v1oual,y 

marked and i dentified was received in evidenco as Prosecuti on Exhibi ts 

102- B and 102-C r espectively and are attached hereto and made a part 

of t he recor d • ) 

QUESTIO~S BY PRCSECUTION : ( CAPr , SHUJJACKER) 

Q lA'.r . Elowit z , during the course of your i nterroaations 

at I . P . !12 , Scfflfaebisch Hall ., 08~, did you have oa:asion to i nterrogate 

one Erich Wer ner? 

A Yes . 

Q Would you know Erich Werner if you saw him again? 

A Yes . 

Q Will you look at the prisoners in the dock on your l oft 

and state whether or not Erich Trerner is among those present? 

A Yes . He is lf8&ring rn.unber 72 . 

PRESIDENTs Number 72 s tand up. 

(Whereupon the accused did as directed . ) 

CAPT . SHUM1CtceR: I hand the reporter a written statement 

and request that it b9 marked Prosecution Exhibit P-103 for identification . 

(Whereupon tho document refened to waa marked Pr03ecut1on 

Exhibit P- 103 for identification by the reporter . ) 
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QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTI<J h (CAPT. SHUIIACKER) 

Q I hand you Prosecution E:,c.hibi t P-103 tar identitication, 

Mr. Elawitz, and aak you to identify 1t if you can. 

A It is a l!ltatement wr1tten and signed by Erich 

Werner. 

Q Is that the same Erich Werner that you have just 

identified as wearing number 721 

A It is. 

Q Was that etatement made voluntarily? 

A It was. 

Q I s it in Werner's own handwriting? 

A I t is . 

Q Did you empl oy force , durer1e or harsh t reatment t o 

obtain that statement? 

A No. 

Q Did you make any promises of any kind to Werner to 

obtain that statement7 

A No. 

Q Is that statement sworn to? 

A Yes . 

Q Who administered the oath? 

A. Captain Shumaoker . 

CAPT. SHUllACKERi Prosecution otters in evidence its 

Exhibit marked P...103 for identification and request that it be 

at,tached to the record and marked P-103 . 

LT . COL. DWINELL: Defemse objects to the evidence on 

the grounds previousl y stated . 

J.J46 



FRESIIE'N'f1 The objection i• overruled. The 

exnib it offered by the Proaeoution will be_ admitted 1.nto 

evidence and will be marked Exhibit P--103. 

( ereupon the doowmnt referred to was marked Proae-

oution Exnibit No. P--103 , having been previoualy 1n1rked and 

identified, W8a received in evidence, is attaoned hereto and 

ma de a pa.rt of the record.) 

CAPT . SRUMACKER : I hand the re porter a document 

wnicn is a true and correct English translation of EXhibi t 

P-103 and request that it be marked for identif ication u 

Proeeoution Exhibit F- w3 -A. 

( ~here upon the docun:ent re ferred to ••s marked Prose 

cution Exnibit P--103- A for identificat i on by the reporter . ) 

CAPT . s mn.~CKER : Prosecution offers in evidence 

a true and correct Englisn trans lat i on of Exhibit .P-103, 

marked for identification as Prosecution Exnibit P--103-A . 

OOFENSE COUNSEL: On banal£ of the Dafenae the re 

i s no 00jection . 

PRESIIGN T1 There being no objec t i on, the exhibit 

offered by tha .t'roaecution will be a dmitted in to evidence and 

"ill be marked Proee oution Exnibit P--103--A , 

( Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously 

rmrked and identified, was received in evidence aa Prosecution 

3xh1b ~t P- 103- A, is attacMd hereto and ade a i,.rt ot the r ecord.) 

CAFT . SRID:ACIC!t"rt : Prosecution r e quest pe r miuion to 

read its Exnibita P-103 and P-103-A . 

PRESIDe!NT: Gr an ted . 

( \,hereupon Ca ptain Shuma cker r ead Froeeoution E: xnibit 

P-103 u follors:) 
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•1, Eriah VBRNER, SB Rottt'., having bean duly aworn under 
oath n b the t ollowing ata t H wnti 

In Deoel!lber 1944 at thi, t ima of t he EIF~ L of'f ttnlive , I 
1'181 a me mber or ths 2nd p latoon, 2nd Company, lat SS Panur 
Rar, iment 16SAH . I ,.,.. aaaigned to the tank of Hauptachar
fue i\rer KNAPPI CH as drive r . lly Company Comma,ndar was Ober
aturrn.f . CHR 1ST, and m:y pl a toon leader wu Hauptaohf. KNAPPI CH . 

On 15 Dl,oemoe r 1944 a bout 6 o' o look 1n the even i ng while 
our oornpany waa a ssembled 1D the fora1 t near BLANKEKHE: I M the day 
prior t o the beg inning of t he off'enaive, Obera t urmt. CHR IS'!' 
delivered a apao oh t o the whole company . Ha apoke as followu 

' Tomorrow b8g 1Da an offe ns i ve whion is going t o 
de c ide t ne f'inal f a te oi' our nation. We wi ll go 
fo r ward ruth l e as l y . Rn e mbei r the Wr ror bo:nbings by 
the Ama ri oe.n s wnion have kille d many of' our WO'Tle n and 
onildr en. Nol'I is our t i me fo r rewnge. I n thio of 
fensivtl no pris oners of v!ar wil l be tak9n . ' 

I kne w f r om Obers t urmf'ue nrer CnR lST ' s s pee ch that I cou l d 
s noot pr i soners of wa r without f ear of pun i snment f r om my 
super i or off ice r s. I re!Il9mber 1-:hen Obe r s tu r mf ua nr ar CHRIST 
Cin ianed nia speeon , St ur:nmann MI CKOLA.SC t1.EK f rom my t ank crew 
Baked the Company Commander wnero he o ou ld et a pa ir of sho-,a . 
Oba r sturmf . Cl:IRIST ana•rsd : 

• en t he of fe nsive beg ins t omorrow we ,-, i ll ha ve 
p l ent y or loot.' 

Oberaturmf . CHR IST al1 0 wa rne d ua t o be oar e f ul not t o 
snoot in the v i lla ges whe r e ,.,e s aw the l etter ' Z' scra tched on 
build in{"s a s M r e wou l d be 011r s oldiers in Arre r i can uniforms -.,ho 
wer e with t he SKORZ E: NY gr oup . were to l d tha t SK0RZENY 1 s m n 
wou ld t ake of f tneir ha urets ,md v;ava tnem a s a II i gn of r ecogni
tion. 

On t he morning of 19 De ce mbe r H:144 , at about 7 o ' c lock our 
tank toge t he r Yii t n o t h~ r t an ks o f our company en "b!l r ed STOUMJNT. 
At thie place I s aw Arre r ioon pr i son '3 ra of Y.e.r s not , and I hove 
drawn a ske t ch ma r ke d ' A' an d attacued i t he r e t o snowing t he lo 
oat ion of our tanks and the gr oup o f Arer ican pr isoners of var . 
Rottr • PR.A.HJ.!' s tank was knocked out nt tho p l aoe indicated by 
number l on my ske t ch . ~ t ank was l o oatod at tne p la ce marked 
numoe r 3 on my sketch and tne group of Ams rio1rn prisoner s of y;ar 
i s i ndica ted by number 2 . 

Thrt pris on.are wno numoered about 14 to 16 stood without 
,-eapona and with their hands c l asped oenind their heads . Two 

or thrH Ga r man Infantry soldiers stood guard nearby . 1 know 
t na t tnoae ....ere A'l'le r ican prisoners of ,-.e.r becauae they woro ths 
Ar:urican r n1for m. 

s soon as y..e had reached tha pJ e.ee l"SrJ:ed v itn number 3 , I 
heard on order over the r a dio from our company oonrnander CHR IST 
that our Tank s hou l d buhl) off th:t Amer ican pr iaoners V1ho had ~en 
tal-en by Infantry t r oops from tho house marked n ucber 7 on my 
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11ketoh and brought to position numoor 2• Hauptscuarfueru-er 
KNAPP IC tt gave the gunner, Rttf. ttOFFMANN the order to turn the 
turret left and gave t he order to r ira. Both, the turret 
maonine gmi operated b y Rttr. HOFFl!ANN and the radio-nachine 
gun operated by Sturm. "ICKOLASClmCK fired 3 to 4 bursts each 
into the group pf prisooars. I -.s the driver and did not fire 
but I .,,atoned the whola incident and a&11f how the Amarican1 were 
hit and alutrped to th9 gromid. They lay in odd positions aid it 
was olu.r to IIfJ thnt t hey 'f1ere ail eithor sarious l y womidad or 
dead. Rignt after thia Obe rsohar f . ROPETER 1 a tank wont aorosa 
the fi&J.d on to the road, rollo~d by Untersonerf. BRAUSCl::I.KE ' s 
tank, and v.o foilowad after. .,8 travellad along the nin l!ltreet 
or STOU!'ONT and reached a point in the oentnr of the village, 
'tlhioh I have anoMt on my aketoh attached hereto. At point1 81 

number 6 on my sketon, I saw e group of about 30 to 3 6 Ansrioan 
pr isoners of -.r standing 1ide1111,ya . They -were standing in single 
file f ac i n g ue as we trave lled to,...,r ds them es suown on my sketch. 
Tne prisoners ha d the i r hands oluped be nind tneir heads, and had 
no "'9apona, en my tank reached the point s hovn as number 3 on 
my sketch, whi ch ,,.;as a bout midway or t he oolum or prisoners, I 
saw rl'aohine gun tracer bulle t& f iring into \;hat part oft he group 
or pr i soners who -,re s till ahead or me . 

It ns c l oar to me from my past experience in battle tho t from 
the sound of the shooting and 1he annunt or tracer bullets I sa.1, 
that tne firing w l!l.8 coming f rom two machi ne guns• From the noise 
and the tracers I was absolut ol y positive t hat the fire d irected a t 
tMse pr i soner s cam9 !'r om t .,.,o machine g uns and not f rom a single 
one . Thia was obvious r rom the r a ot that the tracers s nowed two 
d it.ferent bu t simultaneous tra jectories. 

I am also pos i tive that this macni.De gun f ire carre f rom two 
maonine guns mounted on t he urns vehicle. The -trajeotorisa as 
anom by the tracers we r e practically parallel a nd not more than 
3ll om. apart, a:i d trave lled at a pp roxinete.1.y the same height above 
the g round . For t hese reaaons I oono 1uded t hat the fire had to 
come from one vEi-d.cle. 

I oou ld not see who we. a f iring 10 I yi:i .1.led to Hauptacnarfuehrer 
KNAPPJCff . • V.ho 1a f iring!' Ha uptaonar f . KNAPF ICR yelled down t> ne , 
'I t i a the company commander ' s tank .' Th.at is how I f irst kne w tha t 
Clt>orsturm' . CrtR lST ' s t onk was dir ect i y behind us . 

Tbl Ar-e r icans that I saw s hot, as I have j ust described , con
dated of a b out half tM gr oup of 30 to 35 prisoners and none of thom 
escaped. I coul d not see t ha t ha lf of ihe f ile of prisoner s that 
my t anY had already paned, I saw thefl" slWip to the gr ound and 
assumed auoh posit ions that I knew they w,r e dead. I have seen 
11Bny sol diers shot in battle during the -.ar m d I can pr etty 1'!11 
te ll .,,hen a rran is eitner bad i y wounded or dead . 

l,'hat happ1med to the first part or thia gr oup or priaonna 
I do not know but I a nuna that tne maon1.De guns that f ired at 
the part of the group that I saw also s hot t he prisoners in the 
f ir st part of the line ae tha gr oup was not sepa rated , but all 
stood in ona l ong l ine . 

Abou t an hour later (we had only trave lled a bout 1 or 1~ Jcm . ) 
our tank oolunn stopped on o very narrow road . Dur ing that 
period of one hour 1'"8 had been trave lling on this narrow road . 
This r oad 1'186 so narrow that tanks could mlther pas s nor over-
tako otner tanks. ""1hen t;e atoi,ped I then aaw that Obersturmfmtire r 
CHRlST ' • t ank wa s the one 1raveilin& d irect ly behind us. 
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On a da~· whion I believe to be 21 December H:144 , wnile 

our group ,..a eno i roled in LA GLE I ZE: pookat, at about 11 or 
111:50 in tbs morning , I, to~ettier "" itn Rttf . HOFf'l'ANN , was 
ordered to enoot Am,rioan prieonor11 of war. I have prepared 
a 11keton me.rked ' and attach it hereto snowing tho plaoaC I 

ffl\ere the American priaonara .are anot and 't'lhere our tank atood 
guard. At the time just mentioned I aa,r Hauptacharr. NTUN 
of tne lat Company oo~ up to tM tank and ordered Rttr. HOFl<'h'.llN 
and myself to com along witn our 11,eapona. When wt joined Haupt-
1onarf. J<NAPPI CH he sa id t o ua, 1 \\e have to bump off prisonera. 1 

1·e all want do,m. to the house whero the priaonera were kept in 
the oe llar. I have indioatad this houae by number 4 on my 
aketon imrked • Our group oonahtad or Hauptaonarf. KNAPP ICH1C1 

who had a machine pistol, trnte rachar f . TRECFISIER of the let 
Company, who aleo had a machine piatol, Sturm. U rn of tnter
echarf • 'l'RECHSIER 1 a crew, Rttf. HOFFYIJlN, and myself. With tho 
exception of TRECHSLER and KNAPPICH , 11'19 all had Belgian piatola. 
Ylhen .ie reached. the house whQr e t he American prisoners 'Hre 
kept, Hauptaonarf. KNAPPICH uid to Rttf . HOFF!~NN and m, ' Go 
in and b ring them out and take them to a gardon nearby.• We went 
dO'l'tll to tha cellar and I yelled and motioned to the prisoner s to 
oon out . Then HOFF!~ and I t ook the 'll to t he p lace n.rked 
number 3 on rcy alra tch and l ined them up in t,,10 rows facing ua. 

The gro up conaiated of a bou t 10 to 12 prisom,rs . r e l ined up 
about 10 matars in front or the prisonar e in the positions in
d icated on my sketon. I was on the extren l ef t and Rttf. 
HOFFl~ 11'8& next to ne and Hauptaonarf. KNAPP ICH wee next t o 
him, then -,an~ Rttr . L U!l and Unterscharr. TRECHSLER was on the 
extreme ri ght . Hauptsoharf . KNAFPICH then said to all or us , 
•Ao soon as I s tart f i rin& with the macnine pistol - every mn 
shoot.• Immediately a fter thnt Hauptaonarr . KNAPPICH fired his 
maontne pistol i nto ttle prisoners and I took aim with rrry pistol 
at tne pr isoner standing aeoond f rom the left f1:1,oing na in the 
front row . I only had 5 bullets left in my maguine and I fired 
all of them into this one pr isoner. I sew him slump to -the ground. 
In the rreant irne everybody else had fired end all the priaonera 
?~re l y ing on the ground . ·••e "-alked up to the group of dead men , 
and I looked a t the one I had anot t o see if he was still alive 
and needed a nar oy shot . However, afte r l ooking at him I wee s o 
certain that h~ was dead that 1 did not bother t o de liver a. 
me rcy ehot. Ail the other prisone rs we re also apparently dead 
end afte r examining t hem nobody de livered any me rc y shots . 
Haupteonarf . KNAP!-'ICH then t old us to r e turn to our tank . l,,, 

I remember t hat on tbl da y we left th! enc i rclement, I 
l',al.ked along ths road in the direction or the church e s shown 
on my sketch and at the place rearYed nmt>er 5 , I eaw a group of 
about ~O to 4U dead Ame ricana . 1'"rom tha poei tions in l!hioh 
they ~re lying I knew that they were prisoners of var who had 
been bw,ped off. It •• obviou1 to ua that they had not fallen 
in battle becauee there l'lll& euoh a large group killed in one 
1ma1l p lace . I did not participate in t h ia killing and although 
l heard some of the soldiers f r o'n other companies talking &bout 
it, I do not know for osrtain who a not these pr isonors . 

I make this statelll3nt oonsieting of 7 pages and three 
sketches nrked 1A1 , 1 B' and ' C ' voluntarily, wi thout coercion , 

.1.~50 



Tkflls 
IJH c~/ 5 

\ 

( 

threa ta, or promieea of re•rd. 

Erion \'ERNER 
4- April 194b 

S-worn to and aubaoribed bl,fore me 
thia 4th day of J.pril 1946 at 
Soh•ebiaoh Haft, Ger . 

Raphae 1 SHUY.ACKE:R 
c,ft• , CNP~ 

" ( Wri°'ez:-e upon ~he\ a~ailam,nt Exnib it P•lU3•A was read 

5:n the German lang\.lage by the in'b9i-pretsr . ) 
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CAPT. SCHUMACICBR: The Prosecution offers in evidence 

on affidavit execut ed by the accased Erich WERNER, i dentit'ying a 

photograph of the accueed. Heinz Hoffmann, request& it be attached to 

th.e record and marked Prosecution 1e Exhibit No. P-103-B. 

(\'/hera.ipon the document re!'erred to above was marked 

ProaecutiQP1 a Exhibit P-103- B for identification). 

DEF~E COUWEL: On behalf of the defense ther.e is no 

ob jection to the picture ai'fidavit nor necessity for rMding the 

same, and it is further stated t hat the photograph is that of the 

accused Hoffmann. 

() CAPT . SCHUMACKER : That i s the accused Heinz Hoftm.ann. 

We have two Hoffmanns. 

DEFJ;NSE COUtlSE: Heinz Hoffmann. 

PRESIDEl.JT : The Exhibit ottered by the Prosecuti on will be 

adnitted in evidence and marked P- 10,3- B. 

{Whereupon t he document referred to above having previous

ly been marked and identified was received in evidence a s Prosecu

t ion I a Exhibit P-103- B, a nd the s ame i s at tached hereto and made a 

part of the record.)
0 

CAPT . SCHUMACKER: You may cross examine. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: On behall of the Defense, there is no 

desire to cross examine t he witness at t his ti.r:le. 

PRESIDE?IT : Any questions by the court? Apparently none . 

The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and resumed his seat. ) 

MR . ELOWITZ: The Prosecution calls its next witness , 

Otto Lessau . 

OTTO LESSAU , called as a witne::1s for the Prosecution, was 

sworn and testified through an int erpreter as followa : 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY MR . Ji:+-0,VITZ: 

(li1orltz - Redirect) 
(Leesau - Direct) 
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(Ylheraipon the queetions , answers and other proceedings 

were interpreted to the Geman counsel and accused.) 

Q What is your name? 

A Lesea.u, Otto. 

Q Were you ever a maber of the Gennan anned. forces? 

A Yes, I lf&s. 

Q What was your rank and to what organization did you belong? 

A I was an SS Unterschartuehrar sergeant, and belonged. to the 

2nd Company SS . Panzer Regilnent L. SS . A.H. 

Q What is your present status? 

A I am an American pr isoner or war. 
are 

Q Wher.!fyou being hel d a s a prisoner of war? 

0 A In Dachau . 

Q Did you belong to 2nd Company, bt Panzer Regiment L.SS .A.H. 

during the E:1..fel offensive in December 1944? 

A Yes , I did . 

Q Who was your company commander? 

A liy company commander was 1st Lt . Christ 

Q Could you identify Christ if you could s ee him again? 

A Yes . 

( Q Will you please look to your left at the accused and iden-

tify Christ? 

A Yes . 

Q What numben i s he wearing? 

A Seven. 

Q What were your dutie3 at tha.t time in the Com.pallJ'? 

I wa.3 Oberstu.rmf'uehrer Christ ' s tank driver. 

Q Who W&3 your tank commander? 

A Lst . Lt . Christ himaell' . 

Q Were you ever in Stwnont during the period of the Eii'el 

offensive? 

Q \Thon? 

(Lossau - Direct) l j O3 
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(Leuau -

A I first set foot in Stwnont on the morning of 19 December 1944. 

Q Wers any of the tanks ot your company lmocked out when you 

were into Stumont? 

A Yes , before we roached Stumont the tank of Rotteni'uehrer 

Braun was knocked out outside of town . 

Q How far was your tank from the position of Rottenfu.ehrer 

Br aun I s tank when it was lmocked out? 

A About eighty meters . 

Q \'las your tank commander Oberstunnfuehrer Chrbt at that 

time in your panzer ? 

A Yea , he was . 

Q Di d you continue on in 3tumont? 

A A Yes , we went t o J tumont . 

Q Did you s ee or hear anything happen? 

A When we r eached the center of Stwnont I 5 &W at the right 

aide of the road in front of a grocery store a group of American P.W. 1a 

s t anding . 

Q How many prisoners would you estimate were in the group? 

There were 12 to 18 men. 

Q Describe how they were s tanding? 

A They were s t anding in front of a store, f a cing us , with 

their hands above their heads . 

Q Did_they carry any weapons? 

A Th'"ey were carrying no weapons . 

Q De5cribe what happened then? 

t.. Our car stopped in front of these P .W1 a and while it was 

stopping it fired t 

Q Do you know who the turret machine gun operator was a.t 

that time? 

A Yes , I do . 

Direct) 
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Q Who was it? 

A The officer candidate Hans Pletz. 

Q Could ,ou identity Hana Pletz it you were to see him again? 

A Yea . 

Q Look at the accused. on your lett and identily Hans Pletz. 

A Yea. 

Q What nwnber is he wea.rinl? 

A 4J. 

MR. :l!UlVITZ: May I request the Court to have Hans Pletz 

ris e . 

PRESIDE?IT: N> . 43 stand up. - Sit down. 

Q Waa Hans Pletz at that time in hb po5ition as gunner? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you know if anyone but the gunner could fire or aim 

the tu r ret machine gun? 

A Only Officer Candidate Pletz can aim it. 

Q At the time you saw the American pri soners of war and the 

time you heard the burst from your turret ~ chine gun, wa s your com

() pany engaged in combat with the enany? 

i'fe had already penetrated the village . There wasn 1 t any 

more actual fighting. 

Q Was there any firing other than the firing from your 

turret machine gun? 

A As f ar as I could hear, no . 

MR . ELa'fITZ: Cross examine . 

CROSS EXA!.IINATlOH 

QUESTIONS BY. DEFENSE, LT. COL. DWINNEL 

Q Lessau, you actua.11,y HW the pri soners shot at Stumont, 

is that correct? 

A No , I didn .!.t see that . 

(Leasau - Direct - Cross) 
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Q What do you b&s• your information upon? 

MR. l!LC9ITZ: 11&¥ it please the Court, the witness did 

not teatity _that he saw tha priaonera shot, nor did he conclude 

that pri1SOnera or war were shot. 

LT, OOL. IMINNEL: As I recall the testimony, the wit

ness said he saw a tonk tire upon prisoners. 

MR. l!I.(]fflZ: I don 1t believe the witness stated that. 

He stated that he saw priaoners of war and then he heard the tur

ret machine gun tiring. He is testitying to tacts which corroborate 

the staten.S1t of Erich Werner, which waa read previous to this tes

timony, 

LT. OOL. IJ,'IINNl!L : I wonder if we could go back and read 

t he record? 

PRESIDENT: Objection over ruled. 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE LT . OOL. IJ/fINNEL: 

Q Upon what do you bass your information? 

A I saw the P .W. 1s and I heard the shots. 

LT. OOL. VRINNEL: No further questions.0 
OOL. EVmETT: Dr. Hertzkorn .( ) 

C003S EL\IIINATION (cont 'd) 

QUESTIONS BY DR. HmTZKORN : 

Did you see lfh prisoners or war were guarded by 

the Germans? 

A I didn it see that. 

Q Could you observe toward.a the side, from your drive.la 

see.t . 

A I can s ae so far to the aide from m;r dei ver 1 s seat aa I 

can turn m;y mirror around, which 8l0.ounts to 90 degrees from. the front. 

Q Did you s ee this Mark IV tank be.:1..na: knocked out in front 

o! you? 

(Leas&u - Cro••) 
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4 I didn •t ••• that. 

Q Did 70U sea the ettect ot tha ahota? 

A No. 

Q Wu there any figbtin&, any llhootin& goin& on, <W"in& that 

march through tne atraeta? 

A According to what I was able to aee and be&r, there waan I t 

any fighting going on there at that tiae 111\Y' aora. 

Q Wu the motor on your tank out ott? 

A I can•t state that now with any cert&inty, but I do think 

it ... running. 

Q Did you ever hear that your conmanding otticer ever is-

sued an order about treat.mmt of prieonera ot war, by radio? 

A I didn 1t hear that. 

Q Just where was that store in Stumont l.ocated.? 

A The eto~• is located pretty well in the cmter ot town 

where there is a fork . .ot the roads. The left road goes to the rail

road station, I do not know where the right one goes to. 

Q How tu was that away from t he spot where the tank of 

Braun wa.s knocked out ? 

A About two or three hundred meters. 

Q Did you s ee American soldiers still remaining in town, 

besides the P.W. 1s? 

A Besides those P.W. 1a I only saw eome American aoldiers 

running around about 500 yards ahead., but our in1'&ntry was up there 

already. 

DR . H:ERTZKORN: Thank you. 

CIOSS EXAl!INATION (cont ' d) 

QUESTIONS BY CAPT . NARVID: '--

Q What direction were the prisoners standing from your tank? 

A On the rl£ht si<le. 

Q Did you &ctual.ly see the tire from Pletz 1 machine gun? 

(Lessau - Cross) 1J:J7 
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A I didn 1t see it. 

PROSECUTION: Nothing turther on croae uamination. 

l!lalIRECT Jr:UIIINA '!'ION 

Q!J&9TIOIIS BY IIR. l!LOWITZ1 

Q The Proaeoution has a queztion or two. Leaaau, do you r., 

call whiCb tank was in front ot you at the time you pass ed the pris

oners ot war in the center ot Stu.mont? 

A Ye:,, I can r-.ember that . 

Q Whose tank was it ?
() 

A It was the tank or Obersturmfuehrer Knappich. 

Q Hawr do you know? 

A I saw Knappich 1 s head sticking out of the turret. 

Q Do you hear, in your position as driver of the tank, every 

order given. over the radio by your t.ank commander to another tank? 

A I don •t, necessarily. 

Q You t estified that there were infantry troops in the town u 
of Stumont which you saw. Can you cl arity that? What do you mean by 

u infantry? 

A I mean parachutists, because I did observe one parachute 

machine gun which took its position to the l eft side of my tank. 

Q Did you see any Panzer Grenadier troops? 

A There were some SFW 1e in the Panzer Grenadier regiment in-

cluded wi.Ui.in our column. 

Q Did you see them in Stumont? 

A I d.idn 1t see them at that very spot where we were stand-

ing right there, but I saw thsn. 

PROSECUTION : Nothing .further from the Defense. 

PRFSIDfflT : Any questions by the Court? Apparently none. 

The witness is excu:u,d . 

(Lessau - Cl'01:1s) 

. 1 J :i8 
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(Wheraipon the witneu was excueed. and withdrew from 

the court rocxa.. ) 

CAPT. SCHULtACKm : The Prosecution would like to racall 

Ur . El.owitz. 

MORRIS ELOWITZ, recal.led as a witness for th~ Prosecution, 

I
having been previously ewom, · testified further as follows: 

REDIBECT EIWIINATION 

Ql/E'lTIONS BY CAPr. SCHUl!ACKm: 

Q Mr. Elowitz, you ore reminded you a re still under oath . 

A Yee . 

CAPT . SCHULrACKElt: A very short stattlllent, if the Court 

please; I t hink we can dispose of it. 

Q Mr . El.owitz, during the course of your interrogations at 

Schwaebbch Hall, did you take a statement-- a 1SUpplE1D.ental. s tatement 

f rom Gustav Sprenger? 

A I only took one statenent from Gustav Sprenger, and that 

was taken in Dachau. 

CAPT . SCHUMACKm : The Prosecution hands the reporter a 

writt m inst:rummt a nd requests that it be marked Prosecution I s Ex

hibit No , 104 for Identification . 

(Whereupon th ument referred to above was marked 

Prosecution• s Exhibit P- 104 for Identification . ) 

QUE3TIONS BY CAPr . SCJ!Ul!ACKER: 
marked 

Q I hand you Prosecution ' s ExhibiYP-104 and ask you to identify 

it, if you can? 

A It is a written and signed statanent by Gustav Sprenger, 

dated 22 April 1946 

Q Woul.d you know Gustav Sprenger if you saw him? 

A Yes . 

Q ifill you identify him? 

A He is wearing No . 61 . 

Q Was this statement made voluntarily? 

E].owitz , - Redirect) • 1 J03 
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A It was. 

Q Di d you empl Oy any f orce or dureee to obtain this state-

ment? 

A No. 

Q Di d you make any promises to Spranger to obtain the state

ment ? 

A No. 

u 

CAPT . SCHUMACKER: 1'he Prosecution otfera in evidence 

Prosecution ' s Exhibit marked P-104, for Identification, requests it 

be attached to the record and marked as Pros·ecution I s Exhibit No. 

P- 104, 

PR.ESIDHJT: Any objections by the Defense? 

PROSECUTION : You haven •t offered it . 

CA.Pr . SCHUYA.CKER: I thought I did offer it . 

LT. COL . U.lillEIJ..: We have no copy . I ca.n •t tell whether 

we would make the usual objection, or any further objoction . De

fense objects to the evidence on the grounds previously stated. 

PRESIDENT : The Exhibit offereQ. by the Pros ecution is ad(J 
mitted in evidence and vdll be marked at P-104, subject to later

0 
objection by the Defense. 

(\/hereupon the doct r eferred. to above having pre

viously been marked and idontified was received in evidence as 

Prosecution's Exhibit P-104, and the serne is attached her eto and 

made a part or the record . ) 

CAPT . SCHt.n!A(l{Ell : The Prosecution offers in evidence a 

true and correct E}Jglbh translation of its Exhibit P- 104, and r~ 

quests it be attached to the 'record and lllQ.Tked Prosecut ion •s Exhi bi t 

P-104- A, 

PROSECUTION : The Defense desires th.e right to reserve its 

objection, if there are ~y inaccuraoies in the translation. 

('tfuereupon the document re!err ad. to atxive was .marked 

(Elowitz - Redirect) 

.i.JoO 
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Prosacution 1s Exhibit P- 104- A, for Identification . ) 

PRES I DENT: The Exhibi t offered by the Pr os ecution i s 

admitted in evidence and will be marked as P-104•A, subject to 

later objection by the De!'enae. 

(WherSJ.pon the docwnent referred to above having pr.,_ 

viously been marked and i dentif i ed, was received in evidence a s 

Pros ecution ' s Exhibi t P-104• A, and the same is at tached her eto and 

made a pa.rt of the record. ) 

CAPT . SCHUUACKER : 'l'he Pr osecution requ es t s penni s sion 

to read its Exhibi ts 104 and 104- A. 

PR.E5I Dll~T: Granted. 

(Wherwpon Pros ecuti on' a Exhibi t P- 104-A was r ead as 

follows , 

11 I, Gmit av Spr enger, SS Sturmmann , having been duly 
sworn upon oat h , make the f ol l owing s t aternent suppl ement
a ry to my statement of 27 February 1946. 

110n the 22nd of April 1946 two photogr aphs were shoYin 
to me , one of which bears t he writing 11Exhibit A- STOUMONT 11 

and the other one 11 D:hibi t B-S 'OOUMONT 11 • Both of t he5e 
photogr aph5 show the house which I described in my state
ment of 27 Februa ry 1946, where Ober s turmfuehrer SI EV'F&S 
shot th r ee American pr i soners of wa r in pr es enc e of Ober
s t unnbann!'uehrer PEIPmlt1 

"On the picture mar ked "Exhibi t A- STOUUONT 11 I have 
marked wi th the lett er X and Y t he exact position of Ober 
sturmtuehrers I EVERS and Oberst unnbannf'uehrer PEIPER at 
the time when Ober s no.fuehrer SIEVlm.3 shot the three Ameri 
can prisoners of war Obersturmfuehrer SIEVERS stood at 
the spot marked X an stunnbannfuehrer PEIPER at the 
spot marked Y. The three American prisoners of war stood 
at the exact position as sho·m by three persons with their 
hands over their heads on the picture, at the time as I 
passed this place, as .!described it in my statement of 
27 February 1946 . 

"The photo marked 11Exhibit B-~lOUMONT11 1s a picture 
of the same house I deacribad above. However , it shows the 
path going off the main r oa d and running along the house, 
which is the path I took at the time of the incidents I 
deBcribed in my stat«nent dated 27 February 1946 . 

" I have set my signature and today ' s date on the reverse 
:3ide ot both photographs which I described above and make 
them a part of the stat ement and attach thin hereto . 

(Sprenger statement) 
l J 1 
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11 I make thb atatnent coneiating of two pages and 
two photographs marked "Exhibit A-STOUUONT" and "Exhibit 
B-SroUMONT " voluntarily, without f orce, threats or prem
ises of reward. 

( al.gnod) Gustav SPl!llml!R 
22 April 1946, 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 
this 22nd day of April 1946 . 

Robert E. BIRNE 
1st Lt. JAGD'1 

(Wher-.ipon Pros ecution ta Exhibit 104 was read in the 

Gennan language.) 

0 CAPT. SCHUllACKER : You may cross examine. 

() PkOSEX:UTI ON : No cross examination by the Defense. 

PRESI DENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently none. 

The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excus ed and reaum.ed his &Mt.) 

PRESIDENT: The Court will recess until 1330 today. 

(Wheraipon the Court at 1200 hours took a recess.) 

0 

(s.prensor st at <mont) 

http:reaum.ed
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AFTER!IOON BESBIOII 

(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 1,30 hours .) 

PRESIDENT, The Court will come to order. 

PROSECUTION, If the Court please , let the record •how that all 

:membara of the Court1 all m11mber• or the Prosecution , with the except ion 

of Cti.pt . Shumacker, who 1a 11.baent on buaineu of the Proaecution1 1111 

member• of the Defenl!le, with the exception of Mr. Strong, vrho is aiok in 

quarters, and Dr. Pfilter , Dr . Wieland and Dr . Hertkorn, ?tho are abunt 

on business of the Defense, all of the defendants, and the reporter are 

preaent. 

MR. ELCWITZ 1 The Prosecution recalls the witoeas Walter Landfr ied. 

WALTER LANDFRIED , recalle d u a witnen for the Prosecution, waa 

again sworn and tes t ified f ur the r t hrough an interpreter as f ol low111 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY PROOECUTION (Kr . Elowi tz) 1 

q Ar e you the se.me Walte r Lirndfr ied who previously teatitied in 

thia trial? 

A Yea. 

Q You previously testified that you were in the eorrmunications 

platoon of the Regimental HeRdqua r tere Company of the 1st SS Panzer Regi 

ment . Is tha t correc t ? 

A Yes , 

Q Bow many SPW1 a we r e in your p l atoon t 

A Two . 

Q Who wu the vehicle commander of your vehicle? 

A Rauptscharfuehrer (M/Sgt . ) Hartmann . 

Q Do you kuow who th!l vehicle co1r.1nander of the other vehic l e wac? 

A Yea . 

Q Who WU itf 

A Unterseherfuehrer (Sgt . ) R.illig . 

Q Could you identify Hillig if you were to see him aeain'l 



• 
A Yea. 

Q Will you look to your left at the aoouaed and ident i fy Hillig, 

if you oan . 

A YH. 

Q, What number is ho wearingT 

A 24, 

PRESIDEMT: No . 24, stand up. --- Sit down , 

Q During the F. ifel off ensiv" in December , 19L4, were you ever in 

Bti.>umont? 

A Yea , 

Q Whon did you arrivo in Stoumont? 

A It was on thB 19th of December , 1944, 

Q Do you knO\l lfhat time of day? 

A It might ha ve bean about noon . 

Q Did anyth ing unusua l happen in Stotm.ont at that timo T 

A Yes . 

Q Will you pl8l\Se deao r ibe what you saw? 

A We 9ntered Stoumont 011 t he 19th of Decomber , 19L4, and parked 

0 next to the first house on the left s-ide of the r oad . Then we r eceiwd 

0 orders to search for /.ni.orican weapons . In the course of thi s eeorch I 

lo~ked e.t tho house , and neer t he l eft re11r of the house I saw Ober1t1.1nn

bannfuehrer Peiper, Hauptsturmfuehrer Nueake , Obere t urmfuehrer l!aule , 

Untersturm.f\lehrer Krause , and , in front of them, Unteracharfuehrer Billig . 

Q Whom did Unterae~l!lrfuehrer Billi.t stand in front of? 

A Obersturmbannfuohrer Peiper . 

Q What h&ppened then? 

A I did not p&y any further attention t o this scene and continued 

my search for weapons. A •hort whtle thereafter I hear d Unteracharfuehrer 

Hillig say words moat 1imilar to tbtu1 " Give me a machine pis tol." I 

then wont to my SFW and ae.w as a IM'l f r om my c rew gave Unte~acharfuehrer 

Hilli r; the machine pistol. The A.,ieri cen soldier was stand next to 
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Untereoharfuehrer Hillig . This man had hi a handa up, and Sgt . Hillig 

took him i nto the field. Then Sgt . Billig atopped and the American aol-

die r took perheps one or two mor e paoes t oward the f r ont , and then Sgt. 

Hillig &hot the sold i er with h i a machine pistol. He u&ed one shot fr om 

hia machine pistol for that purpose . Then this maohine pis t ol had a 

r stoppage, ao he used one more ahot from his pietol, t oo , and ffred it on 

the American lying on the gr ound• Shor tly tt,ereafter -- immediately 

thereaf ter, in fe et -- there oMle somo artillery fire, an~ r saw u t he 

off i cer s , as well as the men , t ook covor . Af'ter tha t we continued on our 

way , 

Q Di d you see Peiper afte r the ahooting by Hillig? 

A Lt. Col. Peipe r was atl\nding next to t hfl house . 

Q \'f a.s that i n the s ame position a.a you have previously doscribod 

aee i ng him? 

A Yea, toward the l eft rear . 

Q Can you e s timate t he dis tance bt1bloen th& place "ffhe r e you saw 

Hi llig shoot t he American and the position wher 6 Peipe r was s tanding be 

fore a nd a fter the s hooting by Rilli,;t 

A Tho.t was about 25 to 30 m->te re. 

lfR . ELONI TZ i You may croa • - e:xamine . 

e,t:ROSS EXAMil!ATI ON 

QUEST IONS BY DEFENSE (Lt . Col. Dwinell ) , 

Q How l ong had Hillig stood in f r ont of Peiper? 

A I did not see that because I we.a l ooking fo r weapons . 

Q IIad :,ou seen the J.mt1ri can prisoner before that? 

A Yes . 

Q When did you first see him? 

A I uw him when I l ooked at t he house . 

Q How l ong wee tha t bef ore Hillig stood bef ore Peiper? 

A I didn ' t dermtan1. the question . 

Q How long a •u.l'Qe elapsed between the time you first u• the 

.Ame r ican prisoner and Bi l Hr; 1tood before Peipt1rt 



A. I aaw him at the Hme time when I aaw Hillig atand in front 

of Lt. Col. Peiper. 

LT. COL. 1"'IHELLt No further quostiona. 

DEFENSEt Dr. Leer . 

QUESTIONS BY DR. LEERt 

Q Where did you go after you la'W Billig stand in front of Peiper 

among these other pebple? 

A we .,,alked around the fte ld , looked for the weapons 'lfhieh 'lfere 

ly i ng around there, and collected them at one point , 

Q ffo.s thRt in front of the houee • or behind it? 

A That 111'8.8 towa rd the half-right -- that ie , still in f r ont ot 

the houae. 

Q Were t he men whioh you ae,w t ogether with Hillig in front of 

!;he houl!l6? 

• ELCW1ITZ1 I do n' t think the witneu -- The wit.l)eaa didn ' t 

testify as to men who woro with Hil lig, I ob ject t o thEi question. The 

witne u t es tified that there '1168 ono Amer ican prisoner of war -with Hillig . 

DR. LEER: Evident l y Mr , El owit~ misunderstood m:y questi on. I will 

enumerate the people I am talking about, Rillig , Peiper , 11aule . Kr ause, 

and Nueake . I will rephra&B rey quution . 

A They were standing behind the left rea r corner of t he house . 

Q How far were you from the hous e at the moment •hen you HW 

Hillig, Peiper, Nueaka, etc .• at the house? 

A It might have been about 10 or 15 met.era . I don ' t kno.:. exRctly. 

DR. LEER: No further queetiona . I thank you. 

DEFE1"SE: Nothing further on crou . 

MR. ELCWITZ I Nothing furthe r. 

PRESIDENT1 Any queatio0a by the Court? 

Apparently none . The witneaa ia excused. 

(Whereupon t he witneu wu excu11ed and withdrew . ) 

MR. ELCJV'ITZ: The aecution CD.111 aa i ti t\f.%t wi t neaa Georg 

Ebeling. 

lJbG 



GEORG EBELING , called u • witneu for the Prosecution, wa• aworn 

and teetifhd throupt an interpreter aa follow• r 

DIRBCT EXAMI!IATIO!I 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION ( llr. Elowih)1 

Q State your name and age. 

A Georg Ebeling, 22 years old . 

Q lfere you enr • member of the German f\rmed for0e1? 

A. Yee. 

Q To whi ch orianiution did you belong, and wha t wu your rank? 

A Readquartere Company, lat Panr.er RegiD1.ent, !SSAB - Corponl . 

Q What is your present statue? 

A I am in American captivity. 

Q And where are you being held as a prisoner of wart 

A In Dacbeu. 

Q Wero you a member of the organi u tion to which you have juet 

testified during the Eifel offensive during December , 1944? 

A Yee. 

Q Who was your comptmy commander ? 

A. 1st Lt. l!aule. 

Q Who was your r egimantal commander? 

A Lt . Col. Peiper, 

Q Could you identify Peiper if you ,.,ere to aee him aga in? 

A Yes . 

Q Wi ll you l ook to your left at the accused end identify Peipe r, 

if you cen. 

A No . 1.,2 . 

Q During the Eifel offen1ive , were you eve r in Stoumont? 

A Yes . 

Q lfhen t 

A December 19 . 

Q Do you recall the tt.met 

A Yea. 

Q Did you see ,11.nything unuaual happen on that partioula r day, 
.i.Jb7 



A Te•. 

Q Will you describe to the Court lfhat you sawf 

A. In the morning of DecMnber 19 our tank• drove into Stowont . 

Shortly thereatt.r the two radio Sffl't • of our platoon joined u•, Then 

the order wu giTen that the tank we.a to be camouflaged . After it wu 

camouflaged I got into the tank, and shortly thereaf te r I heard Sgt. 

Hillig being called to the CO. 

Q What is mee.nt by "Koane1ndeur"f 

A Lt , Col. Peiper, 

Q Continue, 

A A 1hort 'While later Sgt , Hillig r eturned with a prisoner of wsr 

0 and took him to a field which wa.s l ocated behind t he house, behind the 

place where we were sta:i.d ing, After Sgt , Hillig had gotten away from the 

house about liO yards, he shot at the American. The American oollapaed at 

once , and after that Sgt, Hillig shot him. in the h ead again one time 1dth 

hie pistol. 

Q How far away was t he Amor1 can from Billig when Hillig shot him 

the first time? 

(J A About tv.·o paoee . 

Q Did you see Peiper before or after the shooting by Billig'0 
A I saw him at snd next to the oorner of the houea before the 

shootinr; . 

Q Was he by himself, 

J. No . A few more officer• were 1t..nding aroWld there . 

Q How far was it between the place where Hillig shot the American 

and the plaee where you saw Peiper 1t e.nding before Hillig shot the Ameri

oan, 

A A.bout l$) meters . 

Q At the ti.me Hillig •hot ftrioan, waa t he American running 

or wAl.kint;? 

A 1f&.11cing . 
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Q A.ttsr t he ahootin&, did you have a oonnrution wi th Billig' 

A Rillig returned , and some or the ••n from the 0omnunication1 

platoon were atill standing around, so we talked about the ahooting. 

Q Do you kno1f why the Amer:loan ll'U 1hotT 

A According to what wa• said in the course of the oonTerution, 

he wae •hot because he had refuHd to uy anything. 

Q Did Hillig tell you why the Alnerioan wu ahotT 

A No. I can't uy that tor aura. Rott.ntuehrer Eberhardt might 

have 1aid it, too. 

Q Can you remember llhat Hilllg or Eberhardt exactly aaidT 

A He said 1ornething like thh t The American wu ahot becau se he 

() had rsfuaed to say anything and d i d not want to betDay hie country . 

Im. ELCWITZ I You may oroaa - examine. 

CROSS EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Lt. Col. Dwinell), 

Q Do you know Walter Landfried T 

A Yea. 

Q m .d you see him at that time? 

A Y••• 

Q When was the first time you saw him? 

A When the SRr1 s oe.me along. 

Q Did you see what Walt er Landfried wu doing while the prisoner 

of war was being shotT 

A No . 

Q When did you firat ue the Ameri ce.n prisoner of 1H1.rf 

A When Sgt . HHlig returned with hh:i. 

LT. COL. UiiINELL1 No f\lrther quutiona . 

QUESTJO?lS BY CAPT. NARVID1 

Q Did Hillig tell you why he shot the prh onerT 

A Ho . 

Q When Hillig nturned and spoke to you after the shooti,ng. how 

did he appear to you emotional lyf 
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A He wa1 apiritually aoved by that. 

CAPT. NARVID 1 '.l'hat ii all. 

DEFENSE1 Dr. Leer. 

QUESTIONS BY DR. LEER, 

Q Did you ne Hillig before he wu alle!!;edly called to Col . 

Peiper, 

.A. I don't r mnembe r that any more. 

Q Do you remember •hen you Hlf Hillig f'or the first time during 

that i ncidentf 

A. When he came with that BPW, too • 

Q Did he arrive before you , 

A Ho. Afttlr me . 

Q Can you tell us lfhare the prhoner wu before Hillig wu called 

t o tha CO'i' 

A I only se,w the prisonar when Hillig went tow&rd the fhld with 

hi m. • 

Q Do you know of your own observation or from hearHy whether 

the pri soner carried arms ? 

A He h a d no a.rm& with him . 

Q You ee.y he had no arm.a with him. How do you know, 

A I ao.,r that . 

Q Did you l ook in hia pocket where hie pistol would be ? 

MR . ELCMITZ1 I object to that, may it pleue the Court. The witnen 

has answ()red the question . Re saw no weapona . 

DR. LEER: I asked this queation in nrder to c larify the matter , 

juat how the w!tneas is able to make that statement, for I did not uk 

the wi tneu whether the prisoner wu oerryi"ng any enn.s. Rather, I asked 

him whether he knn it peraonal l y , or whet~ar he know it f r om hearsay, 

and since , without any qualification, the l'l'itno,ss mede a stt1.temont , I -wu 

.forced to ask another question in order to determine this . 

PRESIDENT 1 The objection 11 overrule(\ . 

l.:J70 
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DR. tEERt I ,rill have to repeat my quoetion . 

Q Do you , of your own obeervntion , know "Whether the prisone r 

carried a ny ar ms, or are you merely aoauming thia f 

A I e.aaumo tha t he di dn 1 t ha ve aoy arms . 

Q Who elae wna present near that houae whore Col. Peiper wu 

standi ng? 

A. If I remember proper ly, Ober sturmfushr1J r It.r lll.\&e 9.nd Hauptsturm.. 

fuehre r Nu.e~ke . 

~ Did you aee Poetschks and Von Weaternhagen? 

A Uo . 

Q Do you know Poetaohke and We1ternhagen quite well? 

A. I lmCl'II' Poetachke quite well, but not w..t ernhagen . 

Q Was Col. pi,1per, with several men', standing in front of the 

house or behind the house ? 

A Behind the house . 

DR. LEER: No further quoationa. 

DEFENSE: Nothing f urther on cros s examination , 

REDIRECT EXA!.!INATI ON 

Q.UES Timrs BY PROSECUTIOU (Mr . Elowlti): 

~ Ebeling, can you describe the position, in which the prisoner 

was holding his hands at thi, time he Vl'SS ahot by Billig? 

A Yes . He wae bol t: l & t hi,m up . 

Q. Indic:ito to the Court the manne r in which he we.& h olding hh 

iu ,aJ s . 

A In t hat wa~ icatlng) . 

tm. . ELQVITZ: Let the ro oord ind 1 co.ta th•t the ,,i tnooG he l d his "lrn-.a 

over hi s head . 

Q Could you identify HilUg 1!' you ...er? to see him agei in 'l 

A Yes . 

Q wql you look ot the &ccuaed on you.r left and ident ify Rillig, 

if y'ou ca.n. 



A 24 , 

PRESIDEN T• No. 24, stand up . - Sit do,•f?i. 

UR. ELOO·rz, That is a.11 . 

DEFENSE , Nothing f ur t her from thei def'ense . 

PRES ID !NT I My ques tione by the Court? 

Apparently none. The witnen iB oxoused. 

(Whereupon the -witnus wae excused !ind withdrew,-) 
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Jfte !IDW"I'IZt Proaeoutim reoall& vr:-. Hal"I')' Thon. 

lt"e fWtRI w. Til)l( 1 an Wrioan o1Yilian reoalled ae a WitneH 

tor the Proaecution rwBUMd the •tend and tastified H followaa 

(Wtareupon the quest1on11, an! 1'9MI and other proceedings 

were interpreted to tM German counsel and the aoouaeda) 

REIJillECT EXAIIINATIDII 

QUF1lTIDNS BY PIDSl!CUTIDN (Ill"• Elowitz )I 

m. EIDlfI'l'Zt ur. Thon, you &re reminded that you are 

still under oath. 

Ih the course of your interrogations at IePe Humber 21 

SchwabUoh H!lll,G.ermany, did you have occasion to interrogate 

a pere~m by tM nlUIB ~ Hillig? 

A Yea, air. 

Q Did h! ever make a statament t o you? 

A Yes., he did. 

Q Was it oral or a written etatemEllt? 

A It was first an or11l statemnt and then he wrote a great 

big statement out of which we t7Bde an extract and dictated it to him. 

Q Can you identify Hano Hilli;!? 

A. Yes , I can. 

Q Look to your- left at t he acou.eed and identify Hans Hillig 

ti' you can. 

A He is wearing Number 24. 

MR. EIDWI'l'Z t Pro secution Mnda the reporter a written 

inetrument and requests that it be marlcad Prosecution' s ~~bit 

Number 105 !or i dentification. 

(Wmreupon the docWll8nt re:ferred to ns marked Pro sacution t s 

Eichibit Number 105 for i rtenti:fioation by tte reporter.) 

Q Kr'• Thon, I ham you writtell instrument J11!1.rkad Prosecution Is 

Exhibit Number 105 tor identification and aak ,:rou to identity it 1!' 

you can• 

A Yes, thil! is the writtei-. s¥temant of H8JUI Hillig ~ is 

oigne<! by him, l,,{3 
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Q Wu that ·wrtttm and sienttd in your presence? 

A It was signed in II" presence. I don't believe I wu 

preHnt all the t.i• wtum he wrote it. 

Q waa the statement rrade voluntarily? 

A Yes, it was. 

Q Did you oubjoct Hon• H1llig tc oruel and haroh treetment 

1n order to obtain the atatementT 

A No, I didn't• 

Q Did you JJBke anJ" threate or promises in ordar to obtain 

the atatementT 

A No. 

Q Was the statemont swom to? 

A Yes , it i s . 

Q, Who adminia tored the cath? 

A Captain Shumaoker . 

MR.. EI.OWITZ 1 Proseoution offers in evidence it& exhibi t 

nwrked 105 tor :k:lentifioation and request a t ha t it be attached to 

tM record and mark:od Pronoutionts F.xhibit 105 . 

LT. OOlDNEL DWlNELLt Defense objeota to the evidence on 

the g rounds previoual,y stated. 

PRESIDENT. The objection is overrulod. The exhibit 

offered by the p rosecution iB admitted in ovir\enoe and will be 

mrked Pros ecut1.on ' s Exhibit "P-lOS• . 

(Whereupon t he doourmnt raterr9d to, Mvirg been previously 

marked and identified was received in evldence as Prosecution •s 

Exhibit "P-105" llnd is attached. hereto and made e. part of th:J record.) 

UR. EIDWI'IZ s Prosecution off ers in evidence a true and 

correct English translation of its EK.hibit 105 and requests thlt 

i t be a ttached to the record and be tlllrkad Proseout 1on 1 s Exhibit 

Number 105A.. 

DEF~SE1 There is no objection on behalt of tm Defense. 

http:Prosecut1.on


• 
PRPSIDENTt There being no object.ion, th, exhibit o1'fered 

by tba Proaecution will be adm.11:.ted in evidenoe and will be marked. 

Proaeoutionta r,chibit "P-l05A•. 

JE. EIDlfITZ I Perndenion ii ri,quested by the Proseoution 

to read its Er.hibit• lOS and lOS&, 

PRESIDl'lfr t Granted. 

Ill, l!IDWITZ (Reading E>thibit P-1.0SA) 1 

"I, Haru1 HILLID, tirat being d\UJ' sworn, Nke the follo~ 
atat9lDlll'lt under oat.hr 

"During the EIFEL orransive in December 194L, I waa in the 
communications pl~toon of tho Headquarters Conpaey, l et SS 
Panzer· Regiant, 18SAH as untaraoharfuehrere 

"I aaw the first shooting of a prisoner of war in the EIFEL 
Offenaive on 17 December 194L. The nact time I cannot recall; 
I only kno,r tnt. it ns in the af'temoon. This happened at the 
road-<roHing which wl'.S on the •B:¥ from BUELLING~ to ffiOEISOORF 
and which lf88 alx>ut ) to 5 kilometers north of F.NOEISOOP.F. Coming 
f rom IlUELLINGEIJ we turned a curve to our lett into the; main road, 
and. stopped just about at the nort h en:l or a pasture on which a 
rather large number of appar ently- dead American soldiers wer e 
lying. I also can remer:iber that there was a house on the comer 
directly on the r ight side after me.king the left tum. ! do.finitely 
knOll' that the vahicle or Hauptscharruehrer HARTMANN drove immediately 
behind us and at the sane tims stopped at the above mentioned place. 
I don't know exactly whether the Div co1T1111Untcationa vAhiole followed 
HARTMANN. I oan r e l!l9mber that a Mark IV tank was parked 4 to 5 
meters ahead of us on the rl.ghthand. s'irl.e of the road :In front of. 
thil'I fR sture. We had bean standing at this pasture approximately 
3 minutes on the r.lghthnnd side o! the road when I saw how 
Obersoharfuehrer HUBER (as s een frol!'. ~ tank at t M right. rear 
comer of the puture) rrade an Ameriom prisoner get up . I saw 
hmr HtTmID. Jd.ck13d thi.B prisone r of wa r 11'1 th his foot before ho 
had him get up , and I fu.rthe nnore saw hu.v Oberscharfuehrer HUBER 
ordered the pri soner to take off sever.i.l pieces of clothing of 
which I con recall t he following i Shoes and pante . There also could 
have been other thin;s which HUBER took a~· from t he prisoner but 
I cannot sv f or certain. ! ~further saw how HUBER ordered t he 
prisoner to tu.."'n around after which HUBER shot tha prisoner dam 
from th~ back. The pri!Joner fell at once to the ground and as far 
as I cen remember, HUD.ER !il'8d another shot (it also could have 
been seYerel) into the priJloner after he fell to the i:;round. 
Immediatel,y afterwards HUB~ went h6.ck to his tank with these 
pieces of clothing. I know HUBER went back to his tank with t hoBe 
pieces o~ cl othing. I know that 1t w&B HUBER beca.ise I !mew him 
as I hrui once plAyad cards with him. 

11 I know the AnJ;lrtcan so l dier whom HUBER shot, was a prisoner 
of war becauee he immBdia tel.¥ raioed h11'1 hands and d1d not carcy 
any- arms as fer as I could s ee. That he was an Amer1cm I could 
raoo;:;nize f rom his uni.!'orm. Another eye-wit ness to this shootir.g 
iis thterstunnfu8hrer KRAUSSE who was et&ndinc next to me in th9 SPW. 
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I oan recall the f ollowing peopl e Wlo were a t thie l ocation in rq 
SPW1 

1. thtersturmtuehrer KRAUSSE, Horst 
2 , Rottentuehrer KIEFrlt , H0r st 
J . Rottenfuehrer LEHN , Wal ter 
h, O,.terachartuehrer ltILLIO, Hane 

"I w:,uld like t.o a dd t hat duri J'!i the t i mo whi le this e:hooti.ng 
was going on, two other German sol diers nre in the paet ure. They 
were walking among those appnrentq de&d rr tsoner 11 and shot into 
thoee bodiee with their piatola, I don 't remember who t hose peopl e 
were , tor they did not balonri: to our unit, It i e a re.ct t mt these 
people did not belong to the c rew of our SPW' becB.uee none of WI 

diemomted at t hi ~ spot, We t hen t r avelled on, 

" I have made a sketch t o clar i fy the above et aternant , mar ked 
i t Ex:hibit "A.9 and I make it a pd.rt of t h i u 3tat ement, 

" In the early inrt of tho afternoon of the 19th December 
19h 41 the .following hap:iened. If one traveb f rom LA OLEIZE to 
STOUIONT t here s tands a house on t he l eft s i de of the road j ust 
as one reached t he e~e of STOmDNT. Around the houS:t is a 
garden ti.ch 1B 3urroun-iod by a hedge about 1.20 meters high. 
I was to l d by tbtersturm..f'uehre:=- KRAWSE to park behind this house, 
that , s behind t he hedge . We were s tanding there !or about one - half 
hour at t his pl a°' when I recei v EPd f rom Uht-.erstunnfuehrer K!U,tSSE 
the orde:- to ga t he r up 1n ono pil e all enenw weapons and &llliJlunit ion ; 
t he available crew of~ vehicl e was to hel p ma . Suddenly I hsu.rd 
Sturmbannf uehrer PEIPER s hout , ' Hill ie , get t hat pri s on1c1r .1 I 
knew where th~ pri sone r was becauso once befo re I he.d executed an 
order fro m PEIPE.ll at lfhich time I eaw this pr isoner. I took t he 
prisoner frarn t he l obby of t he house where he wae s i tting on the 
stairs and ffl!.S guarded by Rot t enfuehl'e r lfalt er LEHN. I l ed him 
bes i de t he house and twned him over to Sturmbannfue hrer PF.IPER 
who wae sitt ing on a s tone. Intnedin tel y nex t to PEIPffl. etQod tM 
following of f ioere 1 Qberst unnfuehrer Rudi MA.Ul.(LE , and Unter 
s t urmfuehrer Horst KRAlSSE, and I believe I al so saw t here 
l!aupt s t u.."'l'llfuehrer Hans GRUEHLE. After I gave the pr i :1oner over 
t o PEIPrn I withdrew about ·5 to 6 meters and r emained t here. T~.e 
r ec.eon "'8.8 I wai t ed to see what PEI PER intendod t o do with the 
prisoner . · I saw and hea rd e.s PEIPER was talking to t hlii man in 
a f ortti{;n tonaue. This prieon9r only annwered to t he f irst sentence 
which he was ~sked by PEIPER. P"ElP.Elt nont.inued t al king to tho 
prisoner, but tbA prisoner remained mute. At t he end or the 
interview between PEIPER a11d tha prison =a- I know, howevor , that 
the prisoner gave a. short answer . PEIPER then wae very angry 
and ltlouted, 1H.llLI01' - I answered, 1Sturmbannfuehrer1 • PEIPm 
eaid, tShoot this 'llWJ. nnd iv him nqrt to the anti-aircraft c un•' 
By that he neant that I should shoo t thie ~ in t he vioinit;r of 
the an ti-ai.ircratt g·.m. I led the prisoner away towa:rde the 
l ocation which was 1ndic&ted to ns by PEIPER. When I was about 
75 meters a.way from PEIPEn l.o shouted after me, 1 Tba.t iB far 
enouGh• • I 'fl'Oul d like to add t hat I had a. pistol on me but. no 
machi.'1.o pietol; t herefore I lat someone hand me a machine pistol 
!'ro:n fey" vehicle . I cannot tell exactly who gave it to lt!B but I 
bel ieve i t was Rottenfuehrer Wel ter LANDFRIED. After I had been 
e.r'ldressed by PEIPER as indicated above , I took the maoluno pistol 
and fired one shot into t he ree ion of this Ame:dcen priaoner t s heart. 
He collapsed inmediately. Ae' he lay on t he ground I ehot him once 
more into t he terq:ile to be sure tta t te 1t0.s dead.. I know that the 
man did not suffer ancl w:is dead OOcause his eyes were gl assy. 
tten returned to PEIPER who was still st:mditli at.. the sa.me s po'b, and 

I 
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reported. to hi.a thst I had a:eouted hie order. H• answered. ao..,. 
thing which had to cb with the prisoner, but, honver, I cannot 
Nnlllmber it..,. a:>re. I then again returned to ~ previous 110rt. 

•To illuatrate the aboTe etatement I had ma.de up a aketob 
Mrked it :11:hibit ".B't and made it a part hereof. 

"Thia ~tatemant o.,m,iating or 5 pagH and two eketohee:, was 
made volunta.rily and out or ~ own initi.&tive , uninfiuenoed bJ'" 
force, threats, Mrslmess or promiaes or any- sort. 

"I snar by God that the tacta which &?'8 stated herein are 
true and I ,111. ready' to repeat as.ma before 8.1\Y' court ot justice. 

lS Naroh 1946 
HANS HIIJ,IQ 

11Swom to and subscri bed before me 
thia lSth d ey o~ llaroh 1946 at 
SCH'IIABIBCH HALL, Germany 

RAPHAEL SIIU'.JAC!BR 
capt Cl.IP" 

(Wb!treupcn Prosaoutiont s Edlibit p...J,05 was read in the Gernen 

MR. ELOWITZJ Pros e cution of fers in evi denc e tl'IO a f f idavits 

executed by the accused , Hans Hillie , identifying photogr aphs of the 

accus ed, Peiper and the accused Hubert Huber, and reques ts that they 

be attached to the record and marked Prosecution' s Ex:hibits 105B and 

10,5C respec t i ve ly. 

DEFENSE1 On behalf of t h" Defens e, t here is no objection 

to the picture af.fi davite or necess i ty for reading same and i t is 

f urt her stipulated t hat t oo photogra1ih8 are t hose of t he accu:;ed. 

Peiper and Huber. 

P'IIBSID~T: Thare being no objection, thA ex:li.bit s offered 

by the Proeeout ion are admitted in evidence and rll l be mnrkotd 

Exhibits 105B and C respectively. 

(Whereupon the documents referred to were marked Prosecution 

Ex:hibite 105B and C respectively, and are attac hed hereto and made 

n part of t he record. ) 

MR. EI.O'KITZ 1 Mr. Thon , in the courat of your int errogation 

a~ :r.,p. Number 2 , Scmrabisch Hall , Oenuaey , did you ever interrogate 

a persbn by 'bha na.'l'.e of Willi "Braun? 

A I did. 
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Q Did ht ever fflllka a stA.temant to you 1 

A Yes , he did. 

Q was it an oral or written statAment't 

A. It was firat oral and then he wrote it in his OWll 

handwriting. 

Q Could you idtntify' Willi Bt-aun 11 you were to 1188 him 

•c•in't 

A. Yes , I om . 

Q Will you look at the accused on your le!t and e ee if 

he is there. 

A. Yes , he i s sitting thore , wearing Number 4. 

PRESIDENTt Number 4 stand \l.P•• Sit down. 

MR. EIOVfITZ t Pro seout1on hands tt.e r eporter a written 

instrw:ient...--and r equests that it be marko:;id Prosecution1s Ex:hibit 

106 for identification, 

(Whereupon tho docu.,:ent in question was marked Pros ecution ' 9 

Exhibit Number 106 for identification by t he raporter . ) 

Q I hand you written instrument marked Prosecution's Exhibit 

106 for identification and ask you to identify it. 

A It i s the statement of Willi Braun and it is signed by' him. 

Q Was it written and signed in your p!'esenca? 

A It was signed in ntf" presence, but I do hot believe I waa 

present all th"! time when m lfl'Ote it. 

Q was it 1r. ritten and aicned by the same Willi Braw-i you 

hne j u.s t identified? 

A Yes, it "' as . 

Q Was the stat.ement made voluntarily? 

A Yes , sir. 

Q Did you subject Willi Braun to hareh and cruel trec.trnent 

i..."l order to obtain the statement? 

A No, sir• 

(Tbon.;>o!lirec,) 
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Q ,rae the statement e"°1"n to? 

A Yas, eir,. 

Q Who administered the oath, 

A First Lieutenant n:,rne, 

m. ~1 Proeecution of!err, in evidence ita exhibit 

marked 106 tor identific!l.tion and reques ts that it be attsched to 

the reoord and JM.rked Pro:iecution's Exhibit 106. 

LT,, COLONEL DWINEI.J.,1 The Defens e objects on the grounds 

previously s tated, 

PRFSI DENT1 Objection overruled. The oochibi t offered 

by the Prosecution will be admitted in evidence ar.d will be 

marked Prosecution' s Exhibit 11P...l06tt, 

(Whareupon tho docUJl6nt referred to, h.c:n•ing teen previous~ 

marked a.nd i donti.fied wo.e received in Hvidence as Prosecut ion' s 

Ex.hi.bit np..10611 and is attached hereto and tMde a part of the record,) 

~ . EI.OWI'l'Z 1 Prosec1ition O- fe rs in evidence a true and 

correct Fnglish translation of its E,chibit 106 and reques t H that it 

bo attached to t he record and mllrked Pro~ecutionts Exhibit 106A. 

DEF!illSE: There i s no objection on behal f of the Defense. 

P:lESID~T1 There being no obji,ction , the exhibit offered 

by the Pr os ocuti.on will be admitted in evidence and l'fi.11 be ma rked 

PDosecution t s ~bit 19P-l06A" • 

(WtBreupon t he document referred to having been identifie::l 

was mr!<Bfi Prosecution ' s Exhibit 111'-106A" by the repo,.ter.) 

!B. FZOWITZ1 Pal"'t'liesion is req•1e~ted of the Court to 

read its e."thibits 106 and lo6A. 

Pru::5IDaIT I Granted. 

JR. F.IOWIT2: t (Readins ), 

"I, Willi BRAUN , hnv ine: te:en duly sworn upon ca th, T!l.'.lke the 
foll owing eta.temnt: 

"Durin& the EIYEL offensive in Decel!lber 194h , I 'was eturnmwlJ'l 
1n the KWK (sell- propelled .:un) isquad of the 4tb platoon , 11th 
Company, ..Ill Battalion , 2nd PMzer Grenadier Regiment, ISSAH• 

http:osocuti.on
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•In the night of the lSth to the 16th Deoe.,bar 19"4, I 

believe it wa!I in the earl;r morning hours, our comp1111y co11l'!lmder 
Oheretunafuehrer Heinz TOUHA...TIDT conducted a compar,,y orientation 
at which he said about t.he fo llowing1 

'If you 1u11e eoldiers who wave their eteel 
hi,lmets over t h9ir heads, you are not going 
to shoot«. theml If 11 tanks stand together 
1n a group you will aleo not shoot at these 
soldiers. You will not te.ki!I any prisoner s 
or war in this offensive , and aleo you will 
bump off civili&nl!I wm show themselves . 1 

11 Irru118diately after this comp&\Y orientation we drove into the 
of fens i ve. I know of one single o:ise where pril!loners of wa!' 
were shot during: this offensive , that 16 on ordars of tbtersoharfuehrer 
Ger hard SCHUUA.CHm., who '18.S the commander of our SPW'. To that t ime 
the fo llo"1ng other peopl s rode 1n rey SP\1'1 

Oren. Heinz FRIEilUCRS 
Gren, KONICP.. 
Rttf. F,lmud TO!t'.:ZAX 

and I Sturm 111111 !RU.IN 

These are al 1 the firs t and last na!'D8s of the people who rode in 
my SPW as fa r as I can remember. 

"In t he !!!Orning hotL?OS of the 19th Decembor 1 9W.. the s hooting 
of thes~ prisoners of war took place and that WBB in the vicinity 
of STOU}()NT. 

11 It was a bout in thA fo llow-lnc manner. A p:i.ratt"ooper came 
along the r oad with seven AJmrican prisoners of war. tJscM. 
SCHilldACHER stopped him and asked him what he would <kl with t he 
prisoners. The paratrooper answered 'I s hall e'Taouat.e them to the 
roar.' Thereupon ·SCJ,JU?:ACHER •aid, 'Oh I'm going to bring them 
nzy-self to the rear. t Tho paratrooper turned the pr isoners over 
to SCI-fiJ!lAOHER and went on his ~ · To t lul t t.ime our SPW stood 
a t the right hand side of the s treet if, one is driv :l.n;: towards 
STOUWNT. A pasture ns opposite the pl'lrkil'\g pl M e of our SPW. 
SCHUl,L.\CHr.;R ordered th., prlsonere t o go to t his pasture , where 
he l ined them up in one row and gave us all, tha t ie the whol e 
group of the SIW, the order to diemount with h:lnd weapons . 
Tt'nreupon he ordored us to bUl!'p off the prisoners . .A.t thst 
time the prisoners stood about eight to ten meters away from 
the street 111 this past\.l!'e and we etood. 'about tiva to 11ix meters 
distance away from the street at the edce of the pasture . A.ft.er: 
Usoha SCHUMA.CHER had giv<Jn the order to ROOot th3 pri soners , our 
whole craw r,hot at these prisoners. For t.hat Uf!cha SGHUllA.C!-ID?. 
used a m.chine pistol, TOMCZAK And I w,ed piatoll'I and KOMIOft a 
fast firing riflJJ. The piatcl I used :Cor that wae a P.el iian F. N. 
I dischargod ley'" macazine which contained eight rounds, at the 
prisoners and had no time to sOOot a second mai;azine at the 
prisoners . Fit"St I shot at one prisoner aiming at the head and 
saw hira falling to the groiind dead and he didn t t move any roore. 
Wmn that had happened 1 I saw another hit and etill rroving 
prisoner lying on the ground . Obv:loU5ly th:!.! mat had only beAn 
wound11d and out of pity to him I then gave hirn the mercy- shot. 
Imnedi.Atelj after this i ncident we drove on to STOUWNT. 

11Tbis et.stamen"\ cmBisting of eix pages was made by me 
volunt.ari'.Qr , uninfiuenced by :Coroe, harsh treatMnt , threata or 
promises of any lind• 

l ~ 
(Braun St&telllB!lt) 

http:volunt.ari'.Qr


"I IIWMr before Ood tlw.t the facts whioh I had atated 1n 
this depoaition are tra. and I am prepared to repeat aame before 
8Qy' court of juatioe. 

llllli ll!AW 
16th April 19L6 

"SuUsoribed and •worn to before • 
this 16th d~ of April 1946, 

ROBERT E BYl!Nll 
lat Lt JAOD 

(Wlmreupon the etatement 1'88 read 1n the German language.) 
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U 3 , 6/5 , l sp l'.R . I:LO\'/I TZ : (Reading ) 

11 I , will! BRAU?! , havinc been du l y sworn 1.1pon 
oath , make the followlnc; sta t eme nt : 

11 Dur 1n::; the EIFEL offensi ve in De cember 1944 , 
I was stur mann in the KV/I{ ( self - propelled c;un) 
squad of the 4th platoon , 11 th Company , III Battali on , 
2nd Panzer Grenad er Roz;iment , SSAB . 

11 In the ni:::;ht of the 15th to the 16th De c embe r 
1944 , I believe it was in the early mornlnc h 0ur r , 
our concnany commander Obersturmfuehl" er Heinz TQt/1.;.;. 
HARDT conducted a co a ny orlen t ntion at wh1 ch he 
sa id about t he f ollow nc : 

11 If ou s ee soldi e rs who wave t he ir stee l 
he l me ts over thei r hl:' a d a , you ar e not a;o' n:::; 
to shoot at themt If 11 t anks stand toc;other 
in a ::;rouJ you will also not sti.oot at these 
so l d i ers . You \' f 11 not tnke any prisoners of 
war in thi s of fens ive , and a lso you w 111 btm1p 
off civilians who show themse l ves . 11 

"Immediate l y after t h s cor.ipany ori enta tion 
we dro ve !ri to t '1G offens vc . I lmow of one sin.:;l e 
case where pr sonars of war were s"rot dur~n:: t!'i s 
offensive , that is on orders of nterscharfuehrer 
Gerh a r d SCHuttACI-BR , who was t hr-- commander of our 
SPW . To t h a t time t he fol lowing other peon l e rode 
in rny SP1.'l : 

Gren . He:l.nz FRIEDRICHS 
Gr en . ICO!!IO't 
Ro ttf. Edrnud TOMC ZAK 

and I S t urm , V/1111 BR AU!! 

These a r e a l l t e first and l ast names of the 
pea -le who ..,ode in my SP'.'/ as far as I can remer,,be r . 

11 I n the !T'ornJn: hours of the H lth Dec lfl44 tre 
shootin::; of thAse pr son'clT'S of war tool· nloc,:, An1 
th1t was 3n the vicinity of ~'l10ll:''"~r . 

11 It was about in tho followi n:; "'nnner . A para 
trooper crune nlon: the ro od with sev'ln American 
p risoner" or 1•mr, t'sCh'l. , SCFL"''ACP"~ .. R stoppE'd h ::, 
and. o.sl·e;i · · ·1• t ho ·vo,.ld io wlth the nrlson"'T"f' , 
The n~r'ltroorH"!' n"''-'l"'rad : 11 

T shall "'Vacur>t'l ,.+e?r. 
to the rear 11 

•• 1'hereu;,on sci·tr Aci··.R sald " Oh I•m 
.:;o · ri;:: to brln theni n,•·sR lf to the r ear". T · e 
paratrooper turned tho pr so ers over to SCP.'~'PA ':..:R 
a.nd 1\•ent his way . To that time our SP'.'/ st od -at 
the ri,:;ht hand side of the strl3et if one 1::i iriv nt.., 
towards STOU1'0"r-~T . A pasture waw opros te the "Dark n~ 
u lsce of our SP"! . 3C'-l'Ul'A.CH'SR ordered the priscmers 
to .:;o to th~.s pnsture , wher e he lined them up n 
one ro?1 ,'lnd :;ave 'JS all, 'that s the \"lrole goup of 
thli SP' r, the order to d · smount with hanrl ·.vea,.,ons . 
'!'heretJnon he ordered \is to bump off the prtsOners . 
At t'.'at tirr-" the prlsonera stood aQ:out ei:ht to t en 
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m. away from t h e stree t i n t h i s pas t ur e a nd we stood 
about f' i ve t o s ix m di s t anc e away f r om t h e stree t 
a t the e d~e o f t he pastur e . Aft e r Us cha SC~ACHER 
h ad given t he or de r t o shoot the prisoners , our 
wh o l e crew shot a t t hose pr i son er s . For tha t Us cha 
SCHUMACHER used a ma ch n e pistol , TOMCZAK and I 
used pisto l s and KO IOR a fast fir in rifl e , Th e 
p istol I use d f or that was a Be l g i an F . N, I dis 
ch ar e;ed my rnac;a zine which o onta ned e i ch t r ounds , 
a t t h e pr i s one r s and h ad no time to shoo t a s econd 
magaz i ne at t ho risone r s . F irs t I shot a t one 
priso ne r a ffll ng at t he h e a d and saw h i m f a l l ing 
t o the gr oun d dead and he d idn ' t move any more . 
Wh en t ha t had h appene d , I saw a nothe r hit end s t i ll 
movi ng pr seno r l yinc on tho r ound , Obviously t h s 
man had onl y borm wounded and out of :-- 1 ty to him 
I t h en ~a ve him the merc:r sho t . Immed1at13ly afte r 
thi s i nc i dent we drove on to ST0UM0 T • 

11 Thls statement cons st· nc; of six paces was 
made by me voluntarily , unint"luenced by force , 
harsh treatment , threats or promises of any kind , 

" I swear befor e God tha t the fac t s whi ch I 
had s t a t ed in th s depos tion are t r ue and I run 
pr epared to repeat same before an'y cour t of 
justlce . 

''11111 BRAUN 
16t h April 1946 . 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 
this 16 t h day of April 1946 . 

• 
ROBERT E BYRN:l 
1st Lt . JAGD" 

(Whereupon the statement was read n German . ) 

1R . -;,LO'VITZ : Prosecuti on offers in evidence 

two o.ff1Unv ts exe c•1tod by accused 'Vi lli Braun ident fy

ins photosraphs of He:nz Friedrichs and '5:dmnnd TonczaV, 

requests thn t they be Rttached to thP record and 

"IArked 'Prosecut on 'xh · bit Ho . 106-n Rnd ,.. re spec ti vely . 

(Uh"reut:10!1 th documents ref"lrred to were mork':'d 

Prosecution Exh~bits "Jos . P -106 - B and P-106 - C b~,- th1:1 

renorter . ) 

D':F· "'1S..., cr~:irn L : On behalf of the defense 

there is no objection to the --icture 8.ffidavits or 

1-,8 3 
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153 , 3sp necessity for reading the s ame and it ls !'urther 

stipulated t hat the photographs are t h ose of the 

a c c used Frie drichs and Tomczak . 

PRESIDENT: There be ing no objection the 

e:-:hlbi ts of fer ed by the pro secutlon ar e a d.mi tted in 

evidcmc e and will be marked Exh i bits P - 106 - B and C 

respect i ve l y . 

(Wher e up on t he doc uments r efer red t o , havinc be en 

prev ous ly marked wer e r e ceive d in evidence as Pr ose cu 

ti on Exh i bi ts Nos . P-106 - B and P - 106 - C and a r e a ttached0 
hereto and made a par t of the r ecord , ) u 
"UESTIOl'. S BY PROSECUTI O (r!R . LOWITZ CO}'TD ) 

( I n t he course o our inter ro!_l'. ation at IP No . 2 

Schwaebisch Hall , did you nterro~ate a ne rs on by the 

nAme of Edmund Tomczak? 

A Yes , I did . 

<: D d he make a s ta temen t to you? 

A Yes , he did .
0 

Q Can you identify Edmund Tomczak if you were 

() to see h a~ai n? 

A Yes . I can . !le s wearin: nunber 66 , 

f{P , ·to1•.:::: TZ : Prosecution hands the rPnor t, ... r 

~ wri_tten instrument ~nri r!'Hl.UPets tha t t be rrnrli:ed 

Prosecuti on Zxh~b t 1-•0 , 107 for idl:'nt f ca.ti, n . 

(''lhereuoon the document rererr ed to was .,,arked 

"Prosecution xh . b t to . 107 f'or i.dentiftcation b~~ the 

reporter,) 

Q f,!r , Thon , I hand you a written ip.strument 

marked Prosecution ~xhib i t "T-'o . 107 for dentifi cation 

and aa1
,. you to i dentify it . 

(l-l'arry Tb,on - Re;,di.ract ) 
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A Ye s , this is the writte n statement of Edmund 

Tomczak and sig ned by h m. 

Was the ntat ement made voluntarily ? 

A Yes , i t was . 

Q Did you use any crue l or harsh treatment in 

order to obta in the statement? 

A Mo , sir . 

Did you make a ny threa ts or promises in orde r 

to obtai n the statement? 

A ?!0 1 sir, 

Wa s the statement sworn to? 

A Ye s, it is, sir . 

Q. \'/},o a dm ni s tere d the oath ? 

A Cap ta n Shumacker . 

J!R . P LOt.'/ITZ : Prosecution offers in evidence 

it s eY.hi bit No . 107 for ident fication , requests that 

it be a ttached to ~ho record and marked Prosecution 

Exhibit 1'ro . 107 , 

DEFENSE COUNS The defense makes the s aJ"le 

objection as , reviousl;• made . 

PRSS:DENT : Trie obj~ction :t.s overruled . The 

exhib i t offered by the ur0secuti on is admttted in 

evidence and will be marJ,ed Exhibit P - 107 . 

( ,thereupon the docum,,.nt ref,,.l"red to , havin,_, been 

previ,:,usl!r rns.rl~ed anri 11entif'ied was r~ceived ~-n evidence 

as Prosecution xhll°lit ''o . 107 Md j s ttached '\iAreto 

and made a part of the record. ) 

r,~ . L01
~ TZ : Prnsecution offers ln evidence 

a true and correct 'Sn:;lish translation of its exhibit 

..o . 107 , reqvest~ trio.~ it be attac;-ied to t~e rlicord • 

and' mar1<e~ ~ro!'lec·•t "on :-.hlbit n , 107- f, . 

( ;'{hereupon the 7ocwr nt ref rred to was r-arked 

Prosecution .,...xh::.bi t ~To . 

http:docum,,.nt


• 
153 , 5s p DEFErSE COUNSEL : No objectio n on behal f of' 

t he defense . 

PR~SIDENT : Ther e bein,3 no objection the 

exh bit of'fe r ed will be marke d li'xh:lbit P - 107- A. 

{Whe r eunon the docurnen t referred t o , having been 

pre"Yi ous l y mar ked wa s r eceived in evidence as Prosecu

tiol"l Exhi bi t No . P -107 - A ond is a ttached hereto and 

made a part of the record . ) 

I!R . ~LO'.VITZ : Perm ss ion is requested for 

(. prose c ut:!.on to read its exh bits 107 and 107 - A. 

~) 

!.'.R . :LOI'[ 'rZ : (Readin;; ) 

11 I , edmund TO?"CZAl{ , make the fo llow ne s t ate 
ment under oath after I was first duly sworn : 

11 Durin3 the 'CI FEL offensive I belon~e d to the 
11th Company 3rd Ba ttal :!.on 2nd Panzer Grenadiers 
L , SS . A. f! . 

11 Durin- tho morn.1.n:::; or 16 th or 17-th December 
1944 , we l eft our bivouac area the name of the 
vi l la::;e ! no l on::::;er r emernber and drove in to the 

(: ol'fensive . In my SPi'l dr.o ve t he fo llov1lns men : 
Unter scharf'uehrer. SCliUHI1lACHER , Gerhard - Grotip 
Leader , Rottenfuehrer Tor.~CZAK , Edmund - Replacemen t0 for any poslt!.on within t he tank, Sturrmnann BRA N', 
Willi , Gunner , Sturmmann I/RISS , Loader , FRIZDF,IC'9:S , 
::lriver. 

11 ! c a1, 1·emembor that we asoed some bio cruas 
roads whore we turne '.l l.o ft ar und the curv~ . .1.fter 
we turned 1 eft around the curve I saw ri:;t-t ,-,r the 
road a l::ir.;e number of' American rioonPrs o~ ·:mr> . 
I \.Mow t'l-i~ t tl-,"':· ....ere pr i senors bee l';J'J tre~ wer~ 
,:uarded r,.., .,.T' r1 n .:u:1rds , enc, roco._:nized t~ er.1 as 
.1.."l'.cr· cans ,. tl- ... · uni!'orrr . ,e tl:..-en s topp <l h re 
tli.o J:r~::ionor·.J "' v;~1en s· m iodv ca.Me n:r to 
s::::::.t--: .. r-· , . I J.o not l< o et' r ~ t was '3,.n 

ofricer, and I ,i,· not-. l-:row :1l-at he se..1.d to SC":!Ul 1-:: 

r Ac·-::R . ·:1e then dravn off' . I rerr.errber to have 
drlven throu.:,h ~..,-~, LOT , I believe 0n the sa..rr.c do.y , 
on 17 D~ce,:iber . I further remeJT1ber that we Co.r.?C 
'"' nr tr'I:' castle , t'!1e name of tr~e castJ.e I olso do 
not rert:1e .ber any 1""".lre n orthe name of the villDue 
that was in its vicinity . I n.lso h:o•., t.Ylr:it l wes 
always with tho c!'ew until our SP":/ was knocked out . 
I can;ot refl"e::iber tl:e dat Or ,1ate . · cr.fter "';he SP"! 
of sc:!1..T~ AC ,.;.::n. was 1:nocked out ·r \Vas co!flm:l.tted ea 
ir.fa:;.tryrran and wao no lon....er with tre ,e,w of rr-y 
SP''[ . 
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11 This statement c ons istinr; of three paees was 
made of my ovm free wi 11 uninfluenced by f orc e , 
threats , or dur e ss or promise s of any kind . 

" I swear by Go d that the facts mentioned herein 
are t rue and am pr epared to r epeat them before any 
cour t of jus tic e . 

( signed ) TW CZAK , Edmund 
27 March 1946 

Sworn to ond subscribed befo1•e 
me this 27th du:r of ?, arch 194.6 
at Scl)wabisch Hall , Ger . 

( si3ned) Raphae l 5rqJ1,'iAC!<'.ER 
Capt C!'P 11 

(Whereupon the statement was reari 1n Ger man . ) 

MR . 'SL01.'1ITZ: Prosecution offers in evidence 

picture a.ffidavi ts executed by :Sdmund Tomczak identify 

in3 a photo of Heinz Fri edr ichs , requests that it be 

attached t o the rec ord' and marked Prosecut on Exhibit 

No . 107 - B. 

('.'fueroupon the doc1.ll71ent referred to v, as rnarke d 

Prosecution Exhib it No . P -107 -D by the r eporter . ) 

DEFEJTSE C UHS ;1 : On behalf of the defense 

there is no objection to the p icturo affidavit or 

necess ty for readln::: the same anC. 1 t is further 

stipulated that tl1e Jhotocra,..,h :1 s that of the accused 

:;'riedrichs . 

PR···s:.::DE•rr: There bP1_f".3 no obj,,.cti,-,n , the 

eX: 1"'i.!.t is adJ'rittad in ev1·J,rnca ar.. l w 1 ll te mar ·ed 

·xi 1bit P - 107 - 3 , 

(','/hereupon the docwr.ent r f13rred to , havin:3 bot.n 

previously ar1rod was rec,.lved in evldence ab Prosecu 

tion ::x.'1.1.bit ~,o . P - 107 -B and s attacf!ed h_reto and 

rr.ado a nort of the record . ) 

li sT'.i:c:s ;,v P' ~ CUTI'l;, (! ' · LO"'!'!'Z CO'.''l'D) 

~ r . Thon , ln tho cot:.rsc of our 1_nt'!Jrro:a.t!.rr-.s 

et :p !To . 2 Schwaebisch .:aJl . 1.i.~ • ou e7Pr have 
- . ~ 13d7 
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occasion t o int err ogat e a pe rson by the name of 

Heinz Fr i edr ichs ? 

Yes , I did . 

Q. Did he make a stat omen t t o you ? 

Ye s , ho d i d . 

Wa s i t or a l or wr itten ? 

A I t was both , 01•0. l f i rst and wr i t ten t hen . 

Could you i dent i fy Hei nz Friedri chs if you 

saw h i m a::ain? 

A Yes , he fu wenr n:3 nun:be r 15 , 

P!l:2SI =:NT : Number 15 s t and up . Sit down . 

Do y ou know f Edmund Tomc zak is mentioned 

i n the statement e xe cu t e d by Heinz Fri edrichs? 

A I am not pos_t ve any morA , but I am quite 

cer t a in t is . 

C. Wi l l you nlease i dentify Edmund Tomc zak , 

A Numb er 66 . 

MR . ..... LO\'D: TZ: Reque s t the Cour t to ha ve 

Edmun d Tomczak stand up . 

PRESIDE1'>TT : "'Jumher 66 stand up . S t dovm . 

. !R . .,.LC.'[ TZ : Prosecution hands the reporter 

a written ·.ns tr •ment and reques ts that lt be marked 

Prnsecution EX!"ibit "1 0 . - 1)8 for identif~cation. 

(Whereupon th~ document roferre to 11,as lT'.arl-1:ed 

Prosecut!or~ x1-- 1 ..:.t • P-lC'H for identif ".cation by 

the reporter . ) 

Q. :x . Thon , I hand yotl a \vritten instrument 

marked Prosecuticn Exh5bit 1~0 . P - 108 for identifica

tion and ask you to ~.dent S'>Y t t . 

A This 1 t e wr!.tten state, cnt of Peinz 

(!:arry Thon - ~edirect) 
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Fr iedr i ch s and 1 t is signed by him . 

Q Was it written and signed i n your p r e sen ce? 

A I don ' t believe I was present all the time 

whi l e he wro t e , but it was certainly s i ned in my 

presence . 

Q. Was the stat ement ma d e vo luntarily? 

A Ye s , it W0. 1'3 , 

Q. Did you subje ct Heinz Fri edr ic:b s to harsh and 

cruel treat men t n ardor to ob t atn the statement ? 

A No , sir . 

Did you make any threa ts or promises to He1n z 

Friedrichs in order t o obtain the statement? 

A No , sir , 

<;. Is the statement sworn to? 

A Yes , it is , sir . 

1.'lho administer ed th e oath? 

A Cap t ain Shu.macleer. 

MR . LOWITZ : Prosecution offers in evidence 

i ts exh i b it r.rn . P- 108 fo r dentif!oation , re quests 

that it be a ttached to the record and marl,..,.d Prosecu 

tion Exhibit no , P - 108 . 

m::::;•''TS': -:::, P'~ST'L : Defense interposes the 

sarre objection as prev usly stated . 

P:1:,.,.S:D::'7 : The object on is overruled , ThJ 

exhibit offered by the !'Osecution is admitted in 

ev dence- and will be n-arkad :8xh1bi t P -108. 

(!.'.'hereupon the document reforred to , he.vine been 

previously marked and dentffied woe received in 

evidence as Prosecution :::m bit 110 . P - .108 a..'1.d is 

attached h.e.reto ar.d made a o.rt of t!--.e record. ) 

!lR . LO''!' TZ : Prosecution off"Jrs ~ n evidence 
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a true and l!orrect Engl ish trens l a tion of i ts eJChib t 

P - 108 , reques ts t ha t it be a ttached t o the r ecor d and 

marked Pro secution Exhibit No . P -108 - A. 

(Whe r eupon the d ocument referre d to , was mar ke d 

Prosecut ion Exhibit o . P - 108 - A by the r eporte r . ) 

Dli'FEl'':SB COUN ~I : On behalf o f the defense 

t here is n o object on , 

PRESIDENT : There bein!3 no objection the 

exhibit offere d by the prosecution will be admitted 

into evidence and will ?e marked Exhi b it P - 108- A, 

( Whereupon the document r e f e rred to , htiv nG bee n 

previously marked was r ece ved in ev dance as Prosecu 

tion Exhibi t No . !P -108 - A and is a ttached her e to an 

made a par t of t he r e cord . ) 

HR . ':.LO'.'£[ TZ : Perm ss o n 1 s requested for 

pro secution to read its e xhib it P - 108 and P-108 -A. 

PRESIDENT : Granted . 

MR , - LOV/In : (Read nG ) 

11 1 He nz J'RIEDRICHS , b e inz first du l y sworn, 
make th~ f'ollowin ::; sta t ement under oath : 

" Durins the EIFEL Of fensi ve n De c ember 19 44 , 
I was in t he 4 t h Pl a toon o f t he 11th Panze r Gr enad er 
CoJ"l"pany , 2nd Po..r.zor r r enadier ~e ....._ment , ,~ , wi th 
the r anl, of Grenadier . 

11 I have been shown a map of Ce!"tral r,urope , 
1 : 100 , 000 , ::: . s. , G. S . , 4416 , Sheet S . l. I have 
a l so been sr'o\•m a r1ap of n::LCITTT' and ..ortheast 
,;,ore:.. , 1 :100 , 000 , r; . s ., ... . ~., 4436 , ··arc:1e , st-, et 
13 . In tJ.is "'tatement , all r""f' re"'C"'S hy coordinates 
t o towns , cr~ssrnAds 1)1' "lthAr t"'rr.'Jln f'eqtures will 
'1e tal~enfrmr these mars , 

11 '.';bon I f ir s t jo ned the 11 t h Panzer Gr enadi e r 
Corr.pany , t he C·'mpo.ny Corr.mande r was Ober sturmfuel'i r er 
BABIC~: . Thls was 1 n • av· 1944 . Later in J une or 
July 1944 , Ober stur mfuehr er Heinz TO?'VARDT t ooli: 
over on r c orrpw· .., s Co,'1pany Ccrr.mander and cont · nUF.)d 
in· t!'la t. nosition unt:~l he was •:·ounded or. lC Deceml::r r 
1944 d'J!' ' n-; the ,::,.,.~, '.L Offers.!.va in S'.rA1.'"'Tf'l!' . Th en 
r'bersc!"'arfue"'>1rer B.TYER t,,ol' ,...'1...,r COJT1rrand ,...f the 

orr:9any te orar ~l. u:i t tl he was njur Pd in 

.J..)90 
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• 
accident on the night of 19 - 20 De cember 1944 . 
Following Oberscha.rfuehrer REYER , Untersturmfuehrer 
KINDERMANN t ook c o'111!land of t he c ompany un t i l he 
was vmunded on the .e ven1 ne of 20 December 1944 , 
Then Unterscharfuehrer SCH i'AC>1ER took c onmand of 
t!'e company . .,.. was wo und.ed on the 21st De c ember 
1944 but I her'lrd f r om my comrAdes t ha t Obersturm
fuehrer PREUSS , Commandi n,: Officer o f t he 10th 
Panz er Gr enadier Company , als o toolt comman d of tho 
11th Company on tha t da t e . 

11 0n 15 De c ember 1944 , whtch wa s t he day befor e 
t he offensive be:::;an , our cr,mpAny was s.tatiored n 
a woods near BLA1'~Kr'l'TH~:;,rr., . Abou t midnight of 15 
De cember 1944 the Cr:,mpany was assembled and nur 
Coiipany Comman der , Ober s turmfu,.,,hrer TQ1TPARDT spoke 
t o us . I-71s words were subs tantiall:,i a s fol l ows : 

1~A r;reo.t offensi_ve ts a.bout to be~in . }-Tew 
weac-ons w 11 be ,,n hA.nd -ror t his "ffensive . 
....veI'ybody rroust f ,:ht lieroical l:1 , Also , the 
ar tiller y will be oomrnltted in force . Our 
a rfor ce wJ.11 be em loyed jn s r eater strength . 
If a Panzer is damaeed in any way tho trouble 
will be r emod ed at once . C villans and 
so l diers w' 11 be I bum ed off . 1 If a vill a,e::e 
should be talrnn , evcr ,vone seen in the streets , 
soldier , or civ11 ian , will be killed. 11 

11 ! do not lmow, of courso , fl"o:r.i \'lhom Ober:Jturm
fuehrer T01":fTARDT rcce ved the inforro.tinn and orders 
that ho passed on to us . r nn l y lrnov, that before 
he be :;an his ::ipeo ch e to ld us that he hnd just cor,,o 
from Hau tsturmfuohrer DIFF-2:NT!-!AL , who had told 
him about the offens~ ve . 

11 After the to.lJ, wruJ over , the men in the 
company r.:iturned to the r veh o l es . le st"l.rt!Jd 
towo.rds the fro t nr":..:.nd two o 1 clocl,. in tho Mor n·n_:; 
of lG Dece,..ber . I ref";ember t"1A t we oassed t'hrr,uch 
'..frn.rsp-::w ('3onn rr . o - 09 . 2) a~out ten o 1 clocJ~ in 
t. e worn · "'l- of 17 '"',-c,..,.,bcr lfl41 And 'lrr ·.ved in 
3t' LL:•T::.. · ("9onn 95.2 - 02) around ,~1,.von o 1 ~loclt 1..n 
the T"Or:iln .., 17 Dece.-~b'3r 1944 . In ,;l,... TI. "" •· we 
,...efueled f:lt ru "'1."'lnr\o!"led 1-,.p•er1cl'l!1 -as,..l 1ne dunp . 
?rom ~wtr,:._~,r _. we rroce~rt.e1 · n t:~"" n.:rectlnn of 
S~::':PP__,H {Bonn cg . 3--Cl."). ',.. <11.-1 n0t- sto::-- 1.n 
sc·-1rpp .T ani n,...QCAP,,i('lj f"'nm t,h 1"'9 "n H<> --1.:r •ct'nn 
of LI:::1. ': TT ( ... :::- TSD R ) (Aonn eo . i: - 01'."1.',;,. 

''I d1stinctl:, rQl'l""l"'bl"T' 4 ,.rossroeis sc-re 3 to 
5 kiloTT'et"'rs nnrt"i of L"":;!rt-v·LL( 1'J T.SD .,:") . Th:!.s 
crossroads is the 0!1*" shown on th<> ~onn mAn abr,ve 
referred to at coordirot1tos 81 .5-0~ . "rhen 1.ve earn!"! 
to this crosnroads, we made a turf"' ";o our 11:ft to 
proceeri southwnri],, 'n th" dtr~ction of LIJrtr v· L: 
( ...,.'} ·.,. S~Y'~:::'} . fter mf'l~ln._. th · s left turn , there 
was a hons"' at the ~ ntersr,ct!.on 0n cur. ri:ht s.:-Je 
of .i.:re road . Just Sc-uth of t'"'~ J,ouc:;e ··rns a ~sture 
lr: wh~ch e.-t•J.pnst lf"'IO '"~r1can rr~SO!"l"'rs 0f war 
h d be<>n flss.,.,..l"-led. To~"' .:::;r"our ·o!" f"':!."nn'"'"'!: ·vas 

0 
0 
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153 , ll sp unarmed and their hands \Vere ra sed above the ir 

heads n a si gn of su rre nde r . I r e!"'!embe r a lso 
seein.:; a fe\'1 othe r Amer can prisoners sta nd n at 
t he south side of t he house V1ho were still bein;3 
search ed , On the r i ::;hthand s de of the road headed 
in the d irec t ion of ENG'ELSD0RF was a column of 
Ameri can truc k s . 

11 1 have drawn a sketch of t h is sce ne , which 
11 A11sketch I have markod Exhibit • It is attached 

hereto ard made a p art e r e of . 

11 At t his time I 'ttB. s :tn a SPW which I mys e l f 
was dr i vin:3 . In the .SP'V w1 th me .vere Unt e rschar 
fuehre r Ger hard SCHtf\1ACHF'R , ollr Gr oup eade r , 
Rottenfuehrer Edmund Tor rzA CI{ , assis t ant ::;roup 
leader , Sturmmann '11111 BRAUN , ::un11er nU1"1ber 1, rmd 
Sturmmann WEIS , '.3Unnor number 2 . 

11 As we moved from t . e 1 ntersec t· on dovm tho 
road .:.n front of tho pAsturo , we were storped by 
an 0bersturmfuehrer . I concluded tha t th s 
off cer was from snme Pioneer Company becaucc he was 
not dressed n a Panzer uniform and because he was 
not an officer from our Panzer Grenadi er 3 atto.l on . 
I do not know th '.s off cer ' s nA.m') and this was t!i.e 
f rst time I h .... d ever s een him , as far as I ',ior; . 
Th's orf : cor ordered Unterschnrfuehr9r SCPl"-1~ Acr.r.n 
to hAve aur SP".'/ moved jn f\ ositir.n to fire lnto the 
pr s onars ,_;athered n the pasture and then 
sc:HJIDlACt:I:R ordered rie to so p l ace t he SPW . After 
I l:ad mo.nuevered the SP1!/ crosswis-'3 of the road so 
that i t was heeded towards the pes tiur e and the c roup 
of American pr sonars eatheT'ed thoroin , this 0ber 
sturmfuehrer t hen ri: ave SCHUH!1ACHBR t he order to 
l oad Md SCT-!U}!.,tACHER passed t.hts order on to 
Sturmmann 3RAU1'T . Unterscharfuehrer SCP1Jlf f.GH'ER 
seemed delichted at the chance to shoot t hese 
prisoners . His n leasure was ev1denced b the 
expression on his fAce and the way Pe rubbAd h 1.s 
hands tosether and sa ' d 11 masche , masche . 11 Th s 
was a common nnn we l l known expresslon that 0bor 
sturmfuehrer PRPlJSS of the 10th Pnn :>::er Gro'1.adier 
Co!""pnny "'lwa~,s 11se-'I to tnd cote t' is RPt -' sf4ction 
and pleasure abo1.1 t nnwth'!.n.:;, 

"I did not want to wltn~ss w!,at was abr""Ut to 
happ"'n so I .:;ot u::-, from rry r1 vr>r 1 s :'.l"'.lt Rn'3 w'ls 
abil•1t to dlsrio11nt nn tii.e l ft s de of the SP,, , at 
wPfch timo si::·q_,1... ~- rt aslod ~" w:~at I was dn'TJ.u 
and _ tel~ r 1.m I couln not stnnd to ,l't:c!-o; --...~rP 
upon , he c~lled 1"1'1"' R coward. ,Tu ... t- nb t t· 1 s t1me 
the ObPrsturrif'nehrer ev 1 dentl;" chEm:ed his rn , TJ.d ns 
he ._;~ve sc··un· 'T-:~ the order that we should rrccr,ed 
as "' tan1 ~ was cr,in·nc Filan.:; th'J.t would tA:k" co.re r,f 
t\-\e ,-lob . We lr>ft tre scene 1.mmed!nt~ly and ~ro 
coeded on in th'3 rHrectlon of LI:PTUFV:'.':LLE (::::G:- L:;oon:;i) 
{Bonn 80 .5 - 99.3). These prl soners of war who were 
;.athe-red .in the pasture were. riot shot <lur · n .... ">Ur 
sta:,1 at t~ cr•ossroa1s. In wy jud:-.:;nent we W"re 
ther<? 5 to 7 rr,i nut"s, w""ich ·ves ab01"'t 1400 h urs 
17 :':!C"."" er l. 44 . . 
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been manuevered in position crossw so of the road 
facing the pa stur e , I saw Unterscharfuehrer SD·l":SR 
of t he l Ot Panzer Gr enadier Comp any s t anding in 
side the p f'l sture wh<:>re the Amer can prisoners wer e 
assemb l ed . As he saw us (;;e t in position to shoot , 

·he ye ll9d to ~CHtn-nlACHER, " Come on a nd bump 1 ern off . 11 

11 A11" On my ske t ch mar ed Exhibi t , t he fol l ow 
ing i s s h own : 

No . 1 - 'fhe house on the right hand side of the 
road after one make s a l ef t turn · to 
proceed ln the di r ec t ion of ENGET,SDORF . 

Ho . 2 - The p l ace wh':'! re thEi Ame ric an prisoners 
of' war were as semb l ed in a pa stur e . 

Fo . 3 - r1y SPW a ft er t had been ma nuevered 
nto posit on facin£ the pasture . 

l'To . 4 - The pl a ce wher e t he Obersturmfuehr er 
was stand nc n the r oad when he stopped 
us and ordered us to Ge t i n posi t on 
to fi r e on the pr i som:irs . 

No . 5 - A column of An,erican trucks . 

l!o . 6 - Tho o l ace whc-re Unterscharfuehrer 
S!:;:~R was standtn.:; 1n the pasture . 

No , 7 - A house on the lefthand side of the 
road . 

Ho . 8 - Our ronte or march . 

" From th s crossroad we proceeded to 
LIU!TUEVi:LLE (P.NG••.!,SD',RF ) ( Bonn 80 , 5 - 99 . 3) , v,here 
we stopped for abnut 20 minutes and th":'n prooP.aded 
in tho direction of STAV 'LOT (llarche 71.9 - 01.2) . 
\'.'e reached the outskirts of STAV- LOT about 2000 
h r,urs on the evcninc; of 17 Jecember 1944 . Here 
the Cnmpany had to dismount 'ln·i i.dv~!'ICP As 'nfan try . 
The SP'.'/ ' s of th"'J C""'"'ranv wPre left on th/3 roRd 
bo-f'nre ST. 1T'"'TOT . 11 

PROS:SCUTION: If the Cour t r l ease J that is 

a ,:;nod n l aco to brl;lal . 

ptL:· D:"rr : Cow•t will r"'cees unt~ 1 1530. 

( \",bereupon the Conrt :r~cessed at 1500 hours . ) 

.. 
-~ 
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(Whereupon the court reconvened at 1530 hours) 

PRl!SIDMr Take saats. The Court Will come to order, 

PROSECUTION, If the Court please., let the record s how 

that all members or the court, all member! of the Prosecution lfith 

the exception of Lt Col Crawford and Captain Shumacker, who are 

absent on business of the Prosecution, are present. ill memberfl or 

the Defenae are preeent lf1 th the exception of Mr Strol'\G who is sick 

in quarters, and Dr Pfister, Dr Lei llng, Dr Hertkorn, Dr Rau who are 

absent on business of the Defense. ill the Defendants and tho 

Reporte r are present. 

PROSECUTION, (Ur EWIIITL ) - Yr Thon you are reminded 

that you are still under oath. (Whereupon Mr Thon resumed the 

sta.~d) . 

(Whereupon the continuation of statemant of Heinz Friedricks was read 

to the Court in the English language as follows): 

Around 1000 hours 18 Decenber 1944 we r etumed to our 

;~::!:\~c~:6;.;~~~).s;:v~~~h~ :: ~:~: ~~ 
Cheneux about 1400 hours a nd there the advance was s topped 
when we ware attacked by American airplanes. About an OOur 
later 118 drove in a woods beyond Cheneux,where we oatti>u
fia&ed our vehicles . At about 15'30 hours we got back on t he 
road and continued along our route of advance beyond Chene ux. 
Just a s we were about t o start off , an American j eep in which 
two Ame rican s oldiers were riding, came along the roa d coming 
towards us . At this time t he SPi'T of t he )rd Panze r Grenadie r 
Bat talion, 2nd Panzer Grenadier Reglment,was on the l of thand 
aide of the road a t a IX>int where t he road curved to our left. 
Other sm• s ll8re behind Die!enthal I s and I was about 200 
metors to the rear of Die! ontha.l' s SAY. We wore on the l eft 
s i de of the road t o give us what conce&lment was afforded by 
a woods on our lo!'t side of the road. To the right of us was 
a pasture and there was a house to the left of this pa:;ture . 

U the Jeep came around the curve 1t camo to a stop near 
Diefenthal' s SiW. I heard firing from a machine gun which I 
assumed was directed at this jeep. I could not tell which 
vehicle did the firing . At this time I lt'as st.anding on our 
right side of the road not far f rom my SN and I walked back 
tomy vehicle to mount it in order to get a better view of what 
Wa:J going on . As I climbed on my SPW, I heard machine pistol 
shots and I turned around im::J.ediatel y and eeff an A.meric1m 
soldier drop dead on the right.l-tand side of the road . I saw 
Unterscharfuehrer Zlfieart s tand.ing by the American soldier 
with a machine pistol in his hand. According to rny recolleet
ion, ZW'igart fired 2 burs ts , totalling appro.>d.mately 15' shots . 

( Friedrich's statement) 



• 
"155 

The AMrican was shot 3 or 4 meters 101q from the SM ots. 5. 2 
IX.etenthal. Bei'ore this shooting took place and while I w aa 
etardin& on the right.hand side of the road, I aawHaupbturmf"ue
hrer Dl.otentlial himself etandin& beaide hie SPII. I lcno1' 1t 
wae Hauptetu.rm!'uehror D:1.efenthal u I had known him i'or a long 
time and ale:o because he was wearing hl.s yellow jaoket and his 
peaked cap. 

About 10 ntLnutoe later., u we continued on, I saw the 
other Wi"lcan soldier l.Jj.fli dead on the lef'thand side of the 
road near the edge of the woods. I don I t know who else was 
in Dietenthal':i SPW at tM.e time. I cx,uld tell that theae 
aoldiers were Americans by the wrl.i'orms they wore. This 
shooting took place wound l6oo hours 18 December 1944 about 
5 or 6 kilometers from Cheneux. 

The scene of this shooting is shown on a sketch I have 
drawn and which I have marked Elchibi t " B". This Exhibit i s 
attached hereto and made a part of this statement.On Exhibit 
11 D11 

1 the following is shown, 

No. 1 - The paature on our righthand s i de of t he road. 
Ho. 2 - The house to the lef t of the pLSture.0 
No. 3 - The woode on our le.ft side of the road. 
No.4 - the direction in which we were travelling . 
No. 5 - Diefenthal I s SPR 
No. 6 - My SPIT 
No . 7 - Tho place where I fi rst s tood on our right side 

of the road . 
No . 8 - The di rectJ.on travelled by the American jeep . 
No. 9 - The American jeep 
No .10 - The place where I saw Hauptsturm!'uehrer 

Diefenthal before the American was shot. 
No .U - The place where the American prisoner was s hot . 
No .12 - The place where ZWigart was s tand.inc when he sho t 

t he Amari.can s oldier. 
( No .13 - The place where I sw the ather American soldier 

lying on the edae of the wood 

Late that ni ght 16 December 1944 we drove back through Cheneux 
and through La Gleize until we reached the casUe near Stownont 
(llarche 62. 9-02 . B). At 2 o 1clock in the morning of D,cember 1944, 
our company had to dismount aga in and advance as in!entry. About 
0830, 19 December we r eturned to our SRT1 s and mounted t hem again 
and a t 0900 hour s l eft in t he direction of Stoumont . As we were 
l eaving the woods , my SM 5u,!ferad sor.ie damage but was quickly re
paired . At this t ime I wanted to catch up w1. th the res t ot the 
c0111.pany but a paratrooper came up the road with 7 American prisoner s 
of war in his custody. Unterschari'uehrer Schumacher asked him 
where he wanted to go 11'1 th the prisoners and he answered• "Transport 
them to the rear . " Then Schumacher said,"Oh, I am going to tran.eport 
them to the rear mysel! . 11 The parat rooper naturally was very glad 
to get rid of them and he l ef t to ret urn to bis unit. A.t this tim! 
my SPR was pa.riced on the right.hand Bide of the road headed in the 
direc tion of Stoum::,nt . Direc tl.y ac ross f rom us on our l eft si de of 
the road was a pas ture and t hen he gave us the order to dismount 
ll'ith snail arms . I remained in my- driver ' s seat a nx,1119nt and then 
Schumache r said "That means the drivar too '' . "nlen Schumacher said 
11 Now the Pri,soners are going to be bumped oft . " The prisoner s were 
lined up 1n one rank facing the roa.d, eome 8 to 10 meters ln the 
pasture, and tboae of ua in the crew standine; just on the edge o! 
the pasture 5 to 6 meters .front. the prieonen ahot them with urc:-: 
(Friedrich I s statement) 

http:mysel!.11
http:directJ.on
http:statement.On
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respective weapons. We bad received an order trom Schumacher to 
ahoot these prisoners and • had to execute 1t. I myself ahot at 
two ot thaae American soldiers, tirin& two bursts or 7 or 8 abota 
each w1th m.r machine p1etol. 'l'he others who shot •re tSohunacher 
With hi.a machine pi.atolJ Braun lfith a ri.fie, Tomzack and Weis With 
l411toll. The place where these prisoners were shot was about 
fflb meters from the cuUe I have mentioned abon. "n18 prisoners 
were dressed in t&tiilJ.e clothes, field jaokete, and et.eel helmets. 
There 18 no queeti on but what they were Americana. The7 had their 
hand.a upraised and had made no attempt to escape &n:1 did nothing 
to provoke the shooting. I am sure that tho two Amerioa1111 I shot 
were killed. There ie no doubt about it because I a.iroed a 
volley ot 1 or 8 ehote at the heart of each one. Thia shooting took 
place about 0930 houra 19 December 1944.Utor the ohooting took 
place Schumacher had U8 nr,unt the SPW' ilamadiately and nobody exam
ined the bodies of the Americans to eee i f they were dead . 

I have drawn a sketch of the scene of this ehooting,which 
sketch I have ma.riced Elchibit "C". It is attached hereto and made 
a part hereof . The f ollowing is shown on this sketch. 

No . 1 - The castle before Stoumont. 
No . 2 - Our route of advance in the direction of Stoumont . 
No . J - A. woods across the road from the castle. 
No, 4 - The place where our Sl'iT s tood when t he pris oners 

were taken oay- from the paratrooper. 
No. 5 - The path taken by- the i:are.trooper as he came down 

t he road with t he American prisoners . 
Uo . 6 - The pasture on which we s hot t he J.mericrui prisone rs 

of war. 
No . 7 - The rem of American pris oners ot war lined up 1n the 

pasture 
No . 8 - Where I and the o there in my- crew stood and shot 

t he 7 Americarl prisoners of war. 

I did not want to partic:l.pate in the shooting of these American 
prisoners of war. I knew it was wrong to s hoot prisoners of war . I 
participated in the shooting because I ,had an order to do so from my 
group leader, Unt erscharfuehror Schumacher and I al.so knew t hat he 
was a c ting i n accordance wit h the orde rs that had ben gi ven the 
company by our company commande r, Oben tunnruehre r Tomhardt the day 
bef o ro the offens i ve began . 

This s tatement is given by me vol untarily and of 'l1I1' own tree 
will. I l'B.ve written it in my own handl'fri ting . I have not been 
sub j ected t o .for ce , duress or threats of punishment. No promises 
of reward or immunity from prosecution have bee n made to me . 

I 81fe&r that the ract8 etated in t..'us ai'!idavit are true and 
I am prepared to repeat them under oath in any court of justice. " 

Heinz Friedriclul 
21 ~rch 1946 . 

Sworn to a nd subscribed befo re me 
t his 21s t day of March 1946, at 
Schffabisch Hall Ger . 

(•igned) Raphael Shumacker 
Capt CJ,IP . 

(Whereupon t he above statement in the Ceman l anguage was read to 

tbe Court by an interpreter ). 

PROOECUTIOth(llr EIDnTZ) :?he ~rosecution offers in 

(Friedrich ' s statement) 
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evidence five picture attidavita executed by the accused Heinz Friedrichs 

S 5 .4. identU'ying p hotographa or the accused Josef Dieten~hal.,Heins Tomhardt, 

Paul Zwigart, Willi Braun, and Ednamd Tomczak and reque1tt that they- be 

marked Prosecution•a hhibita P-108- B, c, D, E, and F respectively. 

DEFENS!:1 On behalf of the Defense there is no ,objection 

to the aimiasion of the phot.o affidaviteJ nor la there any necessity for 

the readin& ot same. It is further s tipulated that they are pltog?1lphs 

of the accused Josef Diefenthal, Heinz· Tomhardt, Paul ZWigart,Wi lll Braun, 

and Edmund Tomczak respectively. 

PRl!'.SIDENT1 There being no objection, the Exhibits offered by 

the Prosecution are admittod. i nto evidence, aOO will be marked .k'roaecution 1 s 

~bits P-108- B, C, D, E, and F respectively. (Whereupon the docwnente were 
\) ad.mi tted in evidence and l!arked Exhibita P-108-Bto F and attached to the record ) 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION , (l!r ELCl,'lI'I'l) 

Q Mr Thon 1n the course 01' your inte rro&ations at Scltwabisch Hell, 

IP #2, did -~u ever have occasion to interrogate one i111.1.i Schaefer ? 

A Yes sir I did . 

Q Di d ho ever make a statement to you 7 

A Yes he did 

l) Q l'tas that statermmt ,n-itten or oral ? 

') A It was .first an oral statement, then he wrote i t out in his 

own handwriting . 

Q Could you identify this i71Di Schaefer 11' )OU saw him again ? 

A Yes I can - he i s sitting there and 1s wearing number 55 , 

ffiESIDEIIT: \Till number 55 stand up, 

(Whereupon the accused arose) 

PRESIDENT. sit dOffll . 

(Thon-redirect) 



ta-i 55 ' MR. EI.OWITZ: Proaecutioo. hande the reporter a written 
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oh-l instrwant and reque1ta that it be marked Proeecutioa. Exhibit No. 

109 !or identification. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution 

Exhibit No. 109 for identificatico b;y the raporter.) 

QUESTIONS BY PROSJ!CUTION (I.fr. Elowitz): 

Q Mr. Thon, I hand you a written etate•nt mark.ad Proaecu-

tion Exhibit No. 109 for identification, and aak you to identity it 

if you can. 

Yee:, eir. Thia is the written statement~ Willi Schaefer,0 
and it is eigned by him. 

Q was it written. and signed by Willi Schaefer in your preeence? 

A I was not present all the time while he wrote it , but I was 

there when it was signed by him. 

Q wae it the Willi Schaefer Who wrote and signed that state-

ment the same Willi Schaefer that you have just identified? 

A Yes, it ie the same Willi Schaefer. 

Q V{as the st atement made voluntarily?
0 

A Yes . 
(. 

Q Did you subject V,1.111 Schaefer to cniel and harsh treatment 

in order to obtain the statement? 

A No, I did not, sir. 

Q Did you make any threats or promises to Willi Schaefer 

in order to obtain the statement? 

A No , sir. 

Q Is the statement swom to? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Who administered the oath? 

A tst Lt . P1Jrl, sir. 

(llr . Thon - Redirect) 
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MR. ELO\'ITTZ: Proeecution offers in evidence its exhibit 

marked P-lC)9 for identification, requests that it be attached to the 

record and marked Prose cution Exhibit No . 109. 

LT. OOL. JJiVINELL : The Defense objects to the evidence on 

the growida previously stated., 

PRESI DENT: The objection ia overruled. The exhibit. 

of fered by the Pro3ecution i e admitted in evidence and will be marked 

P-109 . 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously 

marked and identified was r eceived in evidence as Praaecution Exhibit 

No. 109 and is at tached hereto and made a part of tho record.) 

MR. ElOWITZ: Prosecution offe r s in e vidence a true and 

cor~t English t ransl ation of its exhibit No . 109, request that it 

be atta ched to t he record and marked Pr ose cut jon Exhibit 109- A. 

DEFENSE : On behalf of the nefense there is no objection. 

PRESI DENT: There being no objection, the exhibit offe red 

by t he Prosecut i on is achn;itted i n evidence and will be marke d P-109-A. 

(Whereupon the docwnent refe rred to was rece ived in evidence a s 

Prosecution Exhibi t No. 109- A, i s attached hereto and made a part ot 

the re cord. ) 

MR. ElOWITZ : Pe rmissi on i s requested for Prosecution to 

read i t s exhibit No. 109- A. 

PRESIDENT: Grant ed. 

MR , ELOWITl : (Reading) 

"I, Willi SCHAEFER, being duly sworn make the follow
ing statements W1der oath: 

nl)lri.ng the EIFEL Offensive, in De cembe r 1944, I wae 
Qberscharfuehrer and Kom.panietruppfuehrer (Leader of the 
company Headquarters detachment - trans. note) of the Jrd 
Pz . pi. Company, let SS Pioneer en. , "L"SAH , 11 

"LU' company cawnander was Obe rstl,lrlllfuehrer Franz 
SIEVERS . In the night tram the 16th to the 17th of 
December 1944 we left our a:ssembly area in the Et«:iELGAU 

(Mr. Thon - Redirect) 
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sector and drove up to the attack. A1 • had steering 
trouble our SPW drop]:led out; n caught up, ho•ver, 
with the comp1111y in TIRDIJIT and then proceeded with 
tham together. We arrived at a big cross-road situated at 
about 4 km north of ENGEL'300RF. When WI had reached this 
croee-road "' took a left turn around the eurvw and 
stopped our SP\'I at about the northern end ot a pasture 
which ie on the right eide of the road. I can remember 
that we disq>unted our SPVI, and etad in the vicinity of 
it. In our group at that time were Qstut. SIEVERS; Oetut . 
RIDAPF, the commanding otfioer of the 9th Ps. Pi (9th 
Armored Engineering Co. TN); Uetv.1'. SEITZ, the platoon 
lead(lr of the lat platoon of the 3rd pz. Pi Co .; and per
haps etill others whose names I cannot reember any more. 

11 As we we re standing the re, I noticed on this pasture 
on which about 50 bumped ott American prisoners ot war 
we re lying, the following: I saw that several of these 
Americans were still living, becauae they still moved and 
a lso groaned. I .furthermore saw t he following persons go 
around in the field and also saw how they discharged mercy 
ahots at the still living prisoners. 

"I saw Uscha . }lax BEUTHER shooting 11d.th hie IIB.chine 
pistol; I saw usche.. Bubi GOLDSCHMIDT shooting at the 
prisoners with the machine pistol; I a l so saw in the field Rttf. 
Max HAW,IERER, Uecha . Sapp WITl'KOROSKI, Uscha . Edgar 
DIECKMANN, stm. Gustav SPRENGER, Rttf . BILOSCHAETZKY, Uscha. 
ALTKRUEGER , Stm. Oskar TRATr , Opion. Willi TAUT , and 8till 
several others whose names I cannot remember any more . I 
am certain that neit he r SIEVERS nor RUMPF ordered a stop 
to :1.t, when these per s ons, who all belonged to thi, 3rd Pz. Pi. 
Co. walked about the field shooting at the pri soner 8 . 

"I have prepared a sketch for cl.ari!'ication of above 
deposition. I have marked it Exhibit 11A" and havo ma.de it 
a part of my statement . 

"The nume rals are added for explanation and .iooan : 

11 1 - Posit i on of Qstu.f. SIEVER.9, Q5tuf . RUMPF , Ustuf . 
SEITZ , and myself . 

2 - Position or our SPW 
3 - Posit ion of a Panzer (Uark V) 
4 - Position of the SPW of Useha . GOLDSCH1ITI11' 
5 - Po8ition of the SPW of Rttf. OETTINGER 
6 - Position of the SPW of stnn. SPRENGER 
7 - Po:,ition of the SPW of , stm. HOFFW.NN 
8 - Position of the SPi'f of Us cha . BODE 
9 - Single house 
10- Burn.ing shed 
ll- Hedge used as a boundary fence 
12- Pasture on which the American prisoners of vra.r 

were lying. 

111 experi enced the next shating or American prisoners 
of war at STQUl{ONT in the morning hours of 19 December 1944. 
Qstu.f. SIEVERS and I we re standing at a street corner in 
STOWONT, not far from the place lfhere stm. Gustav SPRENGiR 

http:HOFFW.NN
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had pa.riced hi11 SPW. While we were etanding theN1 2 
American eoldiere, who were carrying a WOWlded German 
tank-man, came to us, To m;y knowledge, these priaonera 
did not carry any Wl!l&pone when they arrived at our place, 
Rttf. IEIBr-RT, who was etanding with an American "Jeep" 
in our vicinity, brought this wounded German to the field 
dresd.ng station. At nzy question to SIEVERS, what should 
be done with the American prlsoners of 1'8.r, he answered, 
I shall have them ehot. Thereupon I cal.led SPRENGER to 
me and gave him the order to bump •oft these American 
prieonere. Thereupon he led them into a small road which 
driving into LA GIEIZE branches off the main road to thei 
right . Fran there SPRENGER led the American prisoner s of 
war into a small private road in order to shoot them. A 
short time later SPRENGER returned to me and reported that 
he had executed my order , 

11 The next shooting occurred in the following manner: 
We were standing at about the same spot whe re the two 
~ri cans 1nent. i oned above had arrived With the wounded 
German when two American prisoners of war a rrived with a 
third wounded American and whom they carried on a provi
sional litter. Again Oetui' . SIEVERS gave me the order to 
haTI! the se Ame ricans bwnped off . This time I gave the 
order to nttf . BILOSCHAETZKY; stm. GRAEBER; a nd stm. 
SPRENGER, who had bumped off the two above mentioned 
pri soner s. I sti ll reirembe l' that I personally went along 
for the shooting and thereby wanted to use an Aroori ca.n 
ca rbine ·which I had captured. Thie gun however , did not 
function, so I was not able t o shd. the men personally. 
When we were standing at the place of execution I saw the 
first t wo pris oners lying dead in the st r eet , and when ~18 
left I also saw the last ,3 pri so'nere lying dead in the 
street, so that all toge t her t here were 5 Ame rican 

:i~~~~nofh;~\ =~eh;\:~:~n=~~t ~~u~~~:sp~!~er! 1t 
of war because I saw t he f irs t two go with raised anus to 
the place of execut i on while the last three were without 
weapons . I !mow, that they were Americans , because I know 
the American uniform. I also knew at that time the unit 
to which the l!le men were belonging, bec&ul!le I had a copy
book in which the dif'fe rent i nsignias of the American 
unit s were shown . 

11 ! have pr epared a further sketch marked with B and 
made it part of my s t at ement. The numerals added f or 
explanation mean : 

111. - Position of Oetuf. SIEVZRS and myself. 
2 . - Position of the SPW of st.m. SPRENGER. 
,3 . - Position of SPVI of the coo:ma.nder 
4 . - Position of the SP11 of Rttf'. GAIT HOVER 
5. - Podtion of the SP'll of Us cha. GGLD ~CHI.O:DT. 
6 . - <"ingle house 
? . " 
8 . - V1he re the shooting took place 
---- Route of the p risoners 

, . 
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"This statement consists of 7 pages and 2 sketches and 

ha s been voluntarily made by me without any force, duress, 
threata , er promises ot any kind. 

"I swear before God that the facts which I have stated 
he re are true and am prepared to repeat same before any 
court ot justice undor oath. 

• (signed) Willi SCHAEFER 
8 April 1946 

"Sworn to and subscribed to before 
me thio 8th day of April 1946 at 
Schw&bisch Hall1 Germany 

f/1.lliam R. Perl 
lot Lt. l!.I. 0-555149 
Investigator-Examine r 
W. C.B . USFET" . 

( 'i'ibereupon t he statement was r ead in Genan by t he int erpreter.) 

MR. ELOWIT'l : Prosecution offer s in e vidence four affidavits 

executed by the accused, Willi Schaefer , identifying photographs of 

a ccused Fr anz Sievers , Er ich Rwnpf, Guata.v Sprenger and Ernet Gold

s chmidt, request that t hey be atta ched to the r e cord and marked Prose

cution Exhibit 109-B, C, . D and E. 

m:FENSE : On behal! of the Defense there is no objection 

t o t he photogr aph affidavits or necti s sity for reading the same , and it( 
is furthe r stipulated that the photographs are those of the accused 

Sieve rs, Rumpf, Sprenger and Goldschmidt . 

PRESilENT: There being no objection, the exhibi\.e offered 

by the Prosecution are admitted in evidence and will be mar ked P-109- B, 

C, D and E respectively. 

(\7hereupon the documents referred to were received in evidence 

as Prosecution EXhibit Nos. 109-B, C, D and E respectively, are 

atta ched heret o and made a part of the record.) 
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RECROSS ELIJIINATION 

QUESTIONS BY IIR . WALTERS 

MR. WALTERS : llay it pl ease the Court, Counsel for the 

P rosecution: 

Q JJr. Thon, what methods did you use 1n order to obtain 

this statsnent from Willi Schaef1Sr? 

A I conf ronted him with, I think it was four of his for-

mer comre.des . 

Q Were they false witness es? 

A No , s ir. 

Q How ma.ny times di d you interrogate Mr . Schaefer before 
0 

hi, s i gned this paper? 

A To the bes t of my recoll ection, Scha efer was only inter-

rogated onc e, whereu pon he was confronted with those witn esses and 

he gave the statsnent. 

Q Prior to confronting him. vrith the false witnesses, he de-

n i ed the all egations , did he not? 

A Did I misunderstand you when you aa.i d false witnesses? 

0 UR. ELl'.YrVITZ: May it pl ease the Court the witness ha s 

0 answered the question once before, that he did not confront the ac

cused Schaefer with fal se witness es . I ob j ect t o the phr asing of 

the question the s econd time. 

UR. ilALTFR3 : I will refr aroe the question, if the Court 

pl eas e, Prior to confronting him with these witnesses, did he 

deny the allegations against him? 

A He did not admit everything. That is correct. 

Q Did he wri t e any other st atE1nents besides this one? 

A No , s ir. 

Q You are positive about that? 

A To ~he be~t of licy'" recoll ec~ion, yee, 

(Thon - Rec.rou) ; • 

.1.4 CJ 3 
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Q Di d you int errogat e him both times? 

MR. FLCMITZ: Jus t a moment . May it plCase t h e court , 

we ob j ect . The witnes s definitely answered that s t at ement . 

MR. i7ALTfflS : !.fay it pl eaae the Courl, the wit nes s s ai d , 

t o the best of his r ecollection, and I have the right to further 

cross examining him to s ee if I can r efresh his r ecollection. 

LAW YEMBER : The wit ness sai d h e only interrogated thi s 

man once. 

MR. WALTERS : I don ' t r emsnber 1t that vmy . I may be 

in error . May we check the t estimony? 

LAW IJB.IBER: ABk the que5tion again. 

QUEST:tON BY !.!R WALTERS : 

Q Di d you not interr ogate him ·more than cnce? 

A No , s i r . 

Q Then what was your r eason for confronting him vrith wit -

nesses? Haven ' t you already testifi ed thu.t he denied part of it? 

I was cert ain that he wasn 1t tel.ling ull the t ruth , so 

I wan t ed all of it and I got it by confronting him with those f our0 
fonner comrades of h i s . 

0 
Q Then you must have interrogat ed him once and found out 

that ho didnt tell the truth? All the truth? 

W . ELOIITZ: Hay it ploo13e the court , the vdtneas has 

stated on every occasion he interrogated the accuoed once. No

thing the witness ha.a answered. is inconsistent with the statsnent 

that he interrogated the accused once. 

PRE3I DSJT : Objection over ruled. Read the question . 

(Whereupon tho qusstion was read by the reporter as fol

lows: 11 Then you nru.st have interrogated him ones and found out 
that he didn ' t tell the truth? All the truth? 11 

A I still maintain that the man wus only interr ogat·ed ones, 

since those four men whom he was confront ed with were kept ready in 

a room Jus\ about next door to him, in order to call them in case 

(Thon ReCr.••l 
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of nssd. S:> I needed thsn and I celled them at the same interroga

t ion. 

Q What time of day or night was this , do you ranember? 

A I am positive it was not during the night. It was some 

time during the dey, 

Q You stated a.gain , Mr. Thon, if I remember correctly that, 

to your memory, Schaefer made only one written statement . Is that 

correct? 

A That is correct . He only made one . 

Q Trying to refresh your memory, didn ' t he make a written 

statanent in pencil on the same day as when he signed thi s state

ment, but at a prior time? 

A He signed no other affidavit where he was under oath . 

Q Did h e sign a written s tatement not under oath? 

A No, s i r . Not that I know of. 

Q Then, just to makC3 sure, you have never seen a Btatement 

writt en by Will~ Schaefer in pencil, in hie own handwriting, made 

prior to the one t hat ha.a just been r ead into evidence?u 
A No, sir.

() 
Q Do you lmow whether any BUch sta.t«nent was handed or de-

livered to any other mernber of the Prosecution staff , or the in

vestigators, or interrogators? 

UR. EW.'IITZ: May it please the Court, the Prosecution 

objects to the l:ine of questioning and that whatever other state

ments were written by Willi Schaefer is immaterial to the evidence 

that has been admitted here in court . The Prosacution has been 

patient in not opjecting to all the questions referring to other 

statements . However, the witness has answered on more than one 

occasion that he knowe of no other statem,nt written by the ac-

cused,. 

LAW llFl.!BER: Apparent'ly- the Deferlse is still trying to 

(Thol'\ - Recross) 
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discredit ~he witness by this line ot questioning and, if it does not 

go too tar, it wil.l still be pennitted. Objection over ruled. 

A No, I don 1t kn9w of any othar statanent that waa handed to 

Q Relative to that portion of your stateuent concerning the 

so-called Malnutd_y' incident and Lt. Sievers, before making that por

tion of the 5tatement did Willi Schaefer ask you whether Lt. Sievere 

himeolt hed el.ready admitted the J,!almody incidont? 

A I don't remcnber that. 

Q However, you don•t reme111ber-hawever, you would not deny that 

it did not happen then, would you? 

A I don 1t ea:, he didn 1 t say it. I don't remtmber. 

Q In that connection do you remember Schae!'er saying thatn1t 

Sievers said he was there, then I must have been there, because I 

was always with him, but I do not recall the incident'P? 

A I am aure he did not say that. 

E. WALTERS: That is all. 

DEF~SE COUNSEL: Nothing fur ther on cross examination. 

UR. ELCJNITZ: Nothing further on redirect. 

PRE.5IDElIT: .An;y questions by the court? Apparently none . 

The witnes s is excus ed. 

(\'thereupon the witness was excused and returned to his 

seat , ) 

UR. ELO,IITZ: The Prosecution calls its next 'Witness, 

Albert JourdBJi_g_ . 

ALBERT JOURDAIN , called as a witness for the prosecution, 

was sworn and testified through an interprete r as followw: 

(Whereupon the question5, answers and other proceedings 

were interpreted to the Gennan counsel and the accused.) 

DIRECT EXAJ!INATION 

QUESTIONS BY !.!R. ELOTlllZ1 

(Thon - Recross) 



ta l,.
6-~-s 

Q Give your name and occupation? 

A Jourd&ll.n, Albert. Tailor• 

· Q Where...._do you live? 

A In Stoumont. 

Q In which country is Stoumont situated? 

A In Belgium, 

Q Did you live in Stoumont in Decnber 1944? 

A Yea . 

Q Di d you r emain in the town of Stownont during the whole 

month of December? 

A Yea . 

Q And you were in Stownont on the 19th of December , is that 

correct ? 

A Yes . Certainly. 

Q Did you see anything unusual in Stownont on the 19th of 

Decootber? 

A I saw some dead American sol diers who were on the path 

which runs along my- house . 

Q Hov, many Americans did you see? 

A I saw five . 

Q llr. Jourdain , I show you a drawn sketch which is marked 

Prosecution 1 s Exhibit B-44, and ask you what it represmts? 

A It is the town of Stownont . 

Q Can you recognize the location of your house on that sketch? 

A It is here , (Indicating . ) 

Q Can you i dentify the place wher e you t estifi ed you found the 

f i ve American bodies ? 

A Ye s . Can I · make the road continue at this point ? 

Q. Pon 1t write on the sketch; just point it out. 

A About here. Tha second there, two toiether at appraxima.tely 

this point and the fifth approximately here. 

(Jourda.in - Direct) 

http:Jourda.in
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MR. Et.OWITZ: Let the record indicate that the witne:H1 

points out a pl ace where he found five Ameri can bodies at approx::1.

mately the same place indicated by the accused Sprenger in his sketch 

marked Prosecution 1 e Exhibit P-44, where accused Sprenger testified 

he had partioipateq and seen the shooting of rive American prisoners 

of war and which accused Sprenger identified on his sketch ae loca

tion Nos. 22 and 23. 

UR. ELOIIITZ: You may cross examine. 

CROSS ElCAl!INATION 

QUESTIONS BY DR. LEER 
t ime of 

Q Just ono question. Whay'day was it? Ir possible, give 

t he hour when you f ound these dead bodies? 

A I could not aay exact l y but it was bet ween eleven o I clock 

and noon. 

Q In the fo renoon. Does the witness lmow how long the dead 

men ha.d al ready l a in there? 

A No. 

Q One question , Has one of thes e corps es lying there on a 

l i t ter? 

A No . None of then. 

DR. Lml: Thank you . 

DEFENSE OOUN3El. : Nothing further from the defense . 

UR. !!1.a'lITZ: No further direct examination. 

PRE3IDEJJT : Any questions by the court? Apparently nano. 

The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witnesa wa~ excused and Withdrew from the 

cour t room. ) 

MR. ELO,YITZ : The ProBecution recalls Lt. William Perl . 

LT . \'lilJ..IA?.i ,,P:EEL, recalled as a witnesa for th6 Proli ecu

tion, having been P£eyiou11l,y sworn , testifi ed. through an interpr~tor 

as follows: 

( Jour dain - Cros s ) i4u8 
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J.m.. E!'...OiITTZ: Lt. Parl , you are reminded that you are still 

under oath . 

Q Lt . Perl , in the course of your interrogation at I . P. No . 2 

Schwaibisch Hall, did you ever have occasion to .interrogate a person 

by the name of Max Hammerer? 

A Yes , sir. 

Q Did he ever make a statement to you? 

A Yes, he made oral stat i:ments , and the substanc e of the oral 

statements was written down by him and sworn to . 

Q Could you i dentify Max Hammerer it' you were to see him 

again? 

A Yes , sir. 

Q Will you please look to your ~e!'t where the accused are s i t -

ting a nd identify Max Hammerer, if you can? 

A He is wearing No. 20. 

PRESIDEl~T: No . 20 stand up . Sit down. 

QUESTIONS BY MR . EW.VITZ: 

Q The Prosecution hands the reporter a written instrument and 

r equests that it be markad Prosecution 1s Exhibit P-llO for identitica

tion . 

(Whereupon the document ra!'erred to above was marked Prose

cution ' s Exhibit P- llO, tor Identification.) 

Q Lt . Perl, I hand you a written inotrumcnt marked Prosecution's 

Exhibit No. P-llO tor identirication, and ask you it you can identity it? 

A Yes , air, I can . 

Q What is it? 

A It ia a stateuent written by Max Hammerer 1n his own hand-

writing, and signed by him. 

Q Ua.s the statement ' writtan. and signed.by U:ax. liammerer in your 

presence? 

(Perl ... redirect) . l4u8 
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A I do not know whether I waa prH ent all the time , but at 

least I waa present part or the time. 

Q Were you Present vfhen he signed it? 

A Yes, air. 

Q Was the Mo.x Hammerer who signed that statement the same Max 

Hammerer you have just identifi ed? 

A Yea, sir. 

Q Was the statement made voluntarily? 

A It was . 

Q Did you subject llax Hammerer to harsh or cruel tre.::i.tment in 

order to obtain the statsnent? 

A No, s ir. 

Q Di d you make any threats or promises to Max Hammerer in o:r-

der to obtain the statEment? 

A I did not. 

Q Who adminis tered t he oath? 

A I did. 

llR. EU:MITZ: The Pros ecution offers in evidence its F.lhibit 

marked P-ll.O for Identification, requests that it be attached to the 

reco rd and marked Prosecution 1a Exhibit No . P-ll.O. 

LT. COL. I7NINNEL : The De!ense objects to the evidence, on 

the grounds previously stated. 

PRESIDENT: Obj ection over ruled. The Exhibit offered by 

the Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked P-110. 

(Whereupon the document referred to above having previously 

been marked and identified was received in evidence a.s Prosooutiont a 

Exhibit P-ll.O, and the eame is attached hereto and made a part of 

the record. ) 

llR. ELOWITZ: The Prosecution offers in evidence a t rue and 

correct !)lglish translaU.on of its Exhibit P- 110, requests it be at
0 

tached to the record and marked Prosecution 1 s Exhibit No . P-llo-.A. 

(Whereupon the docum.ent referred to above was marked 

(Perl - redirect) 1410 
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Prosecution's Exhibit P-110-A, for Identi!'ication.) 

DEFEJilSE COUNSEL: No objecti on on behalf of the defense . 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the Exhibit offer

ed by the Prosecution is accepted in evidence and will be marked 

P-110-A , 

(Whereupon the document r eferred. to above having previous

ly been marked and i dentified was received in evidence as Prosecu

tion1a Exhibit P-110-A, ancJ the same is attached hereto and made a 

pa.rt of t h e record.) 

MR . ELO,UTZ: Penniseion 1e requested for Prosecution to 
p.. 

read its Exhibit!/110 and P-110-A. 

PRESI~T: Granted. 

(\'thereupon Prosecution I s Exhibit P-110-A was read as fol

lows: 

11 1 , Rottf . Max HAMMERER, being duly sworn stated the fol
lowing : 

11 During the EI FEL off ensive in December 1944, I belonged 
to the 2nd Platoon, of the 3rd Panzer Pioneer Company, of the 
l at SS Pioneer Bn, ISSAH. 

11 lly pl a t oon leader was Uacha . Max BEXJTNER. Lfy Company 
Commander was Obers tunnfueh r er Fr anz SIE:Vl!l1S . 

111. On the 17th Decsnber 1944, at about 1: 30 0 1clock in the 
afternoon, coming from BUEILINGEN we came to a roa.d crossing at 
which the street tums sharp to the left in d..'\.rection ENGELS
OORF. At this time I was messenger in the SPW of Uscha. Max 
BElJTNER. At this crossroad, imnediatel.y behind the crossing 
on the part of the road 'Hhich leads to mGEL.SOORF, our SN came 
to a halt.,. and I was present as American prisoners of war wera 
shot . 

11 2. On 20 Decmber 1944, in a castle near S"rolilJONT, I 
have killed with pistol shots a.n American prisoner of war whose 
lower part of the body was buried in debris . 

11 The A.lllerican +ay in the hallway of the castle. He wore 
an American unifonn. However , he didn 1t wear the steel hel
met any more . He was unanned, This American groe.ned as he wae 
obviously in pain because hi:, lower part of the body was bur
ied. Thereupon I fired from the immediate distance two pis
tol shots at this American; one in tha head and one in the 
heart . I don ' t know any more .if I ahot fir~t in the heart or 
first in the head. The American was deD.d after these two 
shots . I had a. look at the boQY and ~oneluded that he was dead. 

(Perl - Rodirect} 
1411 
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I 

I 

11 I t vraa clear to me that this American was noncombatant , 
but a prisoner of war because he waa helpless and unarmed. 

;~::e;I~h~!/;:a~e:u~:d~~rt~o:~r~~:e~f~~~~!1 in 
which it said that no prisoner s will be taken. 

111 have prepared a sketch which shl)WS t he castle near 
STOUUONT in which I shot the American prisoner of war. This 
I have marked with 11 A11 and attached. to my statsnent . On this 
the numerals indicate: 

1. Kitchen 5. Hallway 
6 . Spot where I shot the2. Hal.ls 

J . Offico American 
4. St.ore-room 7. Doors. 

111 have made thi s statsnent voluntar ily and of my ov,n will 
uninfluenced by force , threats, or harsh treatment, ond unin
fluenc ed by pranis.es of any kind. 

11 1 swear before God t hat the stat ements JJ"'do in this 
deposition a.re true and I am prepar ed to r"fJeat them under oath 
b"fore any court. 

( signed)~, Max 

ll April 194£, .\litness: 
Harry W. Thon 
Int errogator . V{CB 

Sworn to and ,.....oacr±bed to before me . 
thi~ llth -1:J.Y of April 1946 at Schwabhch Hall, 

Germany~ Willi am R Perl 
1st Lt . M. I. 0-555149 
Invast igator-E>caminer 

WCB. USFET11 

(Whereupon Pros ecution 1B Exhibi t No . P- 110 was read in 
the Gennan l anguage. ) 

MR . ELOWITZ : I just have t he two picture a.:ffidavits . 

The Prosecut i on offers in evidence two picture affid&vi ts executed 

by Max Hrumnerer, identifying photographs of Franz Sievers and Ernst/ 

Goldschmidt , requests that they be attached to the record and mark,-

ed Prosecution ' s Exhibits ?losP...110-B and P- 110-C, r espectively. 

DEFEJTSE COUN.SEl.: On behal! of the Defense there is no ot>-

j ection to the pi cture affidavits nor necessity for reading the same. 

It is furth er stipulated t hat tho photographs are those of the ac

cused Sievers and Gol dschmidt . 

(Hanmerer statsnmt) 

1412 
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(Whel?8Upon the d.ocwnents ra!'erred to above ware marked 

Proaecution 1s Exhibits P-ll.0-B and P-110-C, respectively, for Idll'l- / 

titication.) I 
PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the Exhibits offered 

by t he Prosecution are admitted. in evidence and will be marked Prose,. 

cution's I!:xhibits P-110-B and P-110-C, respectively) 

(Whereupon t he documents referred to nbove having pr~ 

viously been marked and identifiod were received in 1'Vidence as 

Prosecution I s Exhibits P-110-B and P-110-C, and the same are atto.ch-

ed hereto and lll.'.l.de a part of the record.) 

• }.IR . ECDRITZ: You may cross examine. I 
DEFE?-ISE COUNSEL: (.h behali' of the De!'suse, there i:, no 

cross v..amination. 

PRESIDENT: Are t he.re question:, by t he Court? Apparent

ly none. The witness i s excused. 

(Whereupon t he witness was excus ed and re:Nmed his seat in the 

cour troom. ) , , , 1-
PRESIDE?iT1 The court will adjourn tmtil 0830 t omorrow ,_ 

rorning. 

)Whereupon the court adjourned at 1700 hours.) 

I 

\ 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

,t , G1'QIIQI Wl1.LIJt •~eignf'd t o War Crimu !Jra nd, . United St ates Arm ) . 

Al'O 633, H lln i11trrpret1·r, l11n•i11g l1 ce11 ,lul y ~"·uru, 1lqn,•c 01111 ~l11 t,• 1h11 11,,. a t1 1,~1 f' d Engli•h lrau oluli ou i , 

11 l r ue 11111 arcuratc rc11 tl,·ri 11g uf tl, e German original of 1lw t la lt•mcnt nr 

'llierne r STER'lE3ECK 

27 March 1946 111 Sd1wiil,iu·h ll ull, Grrmu11y. 

1,cfu re RAPHAEL SHUJl:ACKER , Cap ts t n , CJJIP 

1·u 11~le1i n~';{d f ek~'t~h int o Englisl, . 

I, tloe 1l1• 11 u111m 1, furt lrnr elllte tho l I 8J11'11k Ge rm an 11 11,I E11gli~'1 ll ucut l)' u111I 11111 full y •1ualiti c, I "~ u11 ex pc r! 

Gt:'rman,Engli&li int e rpr,•tcr hy rl'aeon of l he fo llowi ug 1p111 l ifiru1io111 : 

2 . J eponl IM tin\ twaty i-an of .., Ute la OllnaQ an4 'Wel'II to 
e1...1a17 ud •~ ea~ool IIMre . 

3 . I caa lo Via trnUe4 BtaM in 1,-?8. 

~- I b4 Illa ,ean ot EnclUh in HOOndal'7 ••bool tn Cel'dll7. - oa.... 
lmotl.O• al )lra•U•b llall lltieiun 4• 1"4 from •Wr b7 -.ae1r . 

, . l 'n Mea an-W t or Iba iaa t ab 7..... lo• .lrUlab aw,Ject ea4 
• »Mk ~ Ult. oun11-U1 a l ho• • It •lt• do.. aot •peak GEIIU • 

6. l ...,_ ..._ in lllil Ual..._ Blala U'!!Jll 106' tbe »al ~-1/2 ,..re . 
-hc-41•ellarp01n-•-r l 'lll,5_ 11aN _ a __ _,_ .,..,
"9--• u • oe..... ,..,.u.~ in--- """'" 1......,. 1~ . 

Qhlv-.~ 
--u., 
~ /;-,.,,,Swum 111J 10 11 l,u: rihe1I t u hefore m e t hb ~(!) ,11,v u r 

11 Sd1wii l,h,-f1 11111, Ger mui )·, 



I, Werner 91':EHNEDECK, Obere tunn.fuehrer , having been 
duly oworn, mak e t he following statement eupplementu.ry to 
my ataument of 26 ?.larch 19lj6 1 

On 18 Decf!llber 1944 , between 5 o ' c l ock e nd 6 o ' cl ock 
i n the eveni ng , I nrrived in a village which I be lieve wo.e 
call ed LODOMW , whi ch is situated 2 to 3 kilomet ers east of 
srAVELor . At tha't time i n the CP with me i n this village were 
Hauptsturm,fu ehrer Oskar KLINJELBOEFIB , GO of the 7th Company 
a nd Obersturmfuehr er Benoni JUNKER , CO of the 6 t h COD\PSDY • 
Ober-, turmi' uehrer JUNKER tol d me to g ive the order . to Haupt 
scharfuebrer August TONK of the 6th Company to go with four or 
five other soldiers to ~AVi!Lar to look for American solin e. 
I s tepped outside end found Hauptecbarfuehrer TONK.. I 1!fJ.V8 him 
tho order aDd added tba"t he shoul d tako my assistant g unner , 
S turnmann Hane Zl.MM!iR along . Hau9 tscbarfuehrer TONK re_ported 
beck to the er between 9 o ' clock and 10 o ' clock of the same 
evening . I t ia poas ible although I am no, s ure , t hat & upt 
e tu.rmfuehrer 10..INJU.JJOU'IB and Oborsturmfuebrer JtJHCER were 
present a.t the OP when &up t scharfuebrer TONK r epo: ted back. 
Before I became an officer I was always friendly with Haup t
scturfu t:1hre.r TQ.NK a nd when be returned to the rocm at t h is time 
I gree t ed him i n a f r i e ndly ?MD.Der . Ho.uptscharfuehrer TONK re 
_port ftd t hat he couldn ' t find any gasoline bJ.t be found a jiu: of 
fruit in a house . Than he r£rllBrk@d. 1 7,wei ziviliat en mUBst en daran 
Stouben• . (Two civilia na had t o pay with their lives f or it. ) He 
hel d the jar of f ruit i n hia band a nd offered me some of' it and I 
recall now tha t I was v ery bappy about i t because I s uffered f ran 
yellow Jauodica ana needed fruit . I know tba t tho 1 Zlfei ziviliaten 
muaaten daran a lauben • used by !llu,pucharfuebrer TONK means th&: 
two c ivili8!1!3 wer e killed . No otbe..:· int erpr etat ion ia i;oas i blo i f 
this expr es s ion is ua ed i n t he German lao.i!§Jage . · 

I have pr epared a s ketch a t tached her eto whi c h a bowa t h e CP 
in this village wher e the inc i deo1. described here occurred. 

I make this statement consisting of two pages aoo a s ketch 
voluntarily ou t. of my own free will without f orce , ttreeta or 
promia oa of 1·eward . 

Werner S r l:li~EHEDJC 
SS Obera 'turmfuebrer 
27 llarob l 94b 

Swo1·0 to aad aubecribed before 
me t h ie 2·rth ~ Y or March 1946 
at SCH.dBJ.OOH HALL ' om. 

nAPHA.EL SHl.14/.CK.clt 
Capt . CMP 

http:nAPHA.EL
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• • TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

~RNER II: . tl'.U~ 1u~igne,I tn War Cri 111 c1 Urand, , Uni l e tl St1tc1 Arin ) . 

APO 633, u 1111 i11l l'r11rclcr, h 11,• ing bet'n ,lnl ) ,.:·orn, ,l1·1nm• 11111 1 ~1111,, th at rlu- 11 H a<i 11,, I Engli,J, 1ra 11ol11 1iun i! 

11 1rue111d 11crur1 ll'renderingof 1he ~ Ho rigin1l o r1li r1111 1rmc11 tuf 

l.t-. Franco ...1.1 CLCti!, Belr,ian civilian u -/'
. Ji. /,. 

hkcn 011 
27 A'ay 1946 ~~n Camp Dachau , Gerl?ll ~fJ111 · · 

l,don• Lt. ..- Co l . Homer B. Crawf ord 

1•11gc1, into Englis li . 
French 

I, t he ,lcpoucn t, furth er 1t111e th :1 1 I speak~ and E11 gli, h flm•nll ) a 11 d 111n foll )' •1ualili,·d :is an cJ< per l French -
-0..it,Jif;Englid, i111erpre t1•r l,y reason of t he ful1owi11g •1ualifiratio 11 &, 

I wa.!:I born in SC'lBERNH!UM, Gerrrany , on the 26 th or VsZch , 1921 . 
I live d jr1 O,.rn.ri:, with n,y piiiren t s unt il 19)5 during which t irr.e the "'erman language 
W1o1.e my m,t..iu:1 Longue . In 1935 l went t o !-'w1tzerllllld ,whe r e I res i de d for tt10 yeors , 
during which tirr.e 1 attended school and majored in the French and EnRlish langUa@eH. 
In 1938 I moved f'r oro Switzerland t o France where I r err.ainerl un til June 1941 . At 
that time IQY parents and l went to the United Ste t.e a wnd took up our r eEddence at 
Vi neland , Now Jersey , ,1here we have resided ever sinc e ., 1 went to High schoo l in 
Oe~fllii.ny where I studied English for t"To years . and ! have spoke n t hr English 
l anguagr, s ince taking up rcy res i dence in VIJD.l1.W, N"w J 9rsey , and since I entered 
th e Arro1 or t he U:l.ied States i n July or 1944 . In J uly 194r , l erstuated rrom 
l.'ill tary Intelligence , and was osS .i (:ned to l'le.T Crimes Branch , United Statco Arntt , 
a r,,l have been wi th t hat Bra nch since that tillD . 

H'cchu-U. 111 . ',['o--Rf ' 
Sworn u ul 111h1crilrn tl to l, .. forn me 1hi8 d s t d• r or June , 1<]46 

y~l(ltdt~ et Camp Dachau , 0.-ru~n;y 

~-~ 
~ 

http:Oe~fllii.ny
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Lieto including the number of fanily members :Jhot by tt.e 

German •ss• on the 19th Dooember 1%4 

Jl"and l y namo tllmber of mer.:bere I>ote 
EJIEClTJED 

WILI.Dl, Leon 
VERDIH, Alpbons e 
BLUSE , Le on 
DELCOUR, Hubert 
Ha.i"RAW , Leon 
GASPAR, Albert 
DEW.A.lN,UE, Henri 
GASIA.R, Louie 
VERDIN, Emile 
VI'l'RIER, J09eph 
IEGRAND , Franz 
GOFB'IN, Jules1 
LOF'FET, A.l phonne 
.LEDUE , Joseph 
DESOM-aY, Camille 
DROUGUET, Joo e pti 
LEGRA.ND . Sonveeu 
JEANPIERRE , Juli en 
DESONNAY , Henri 
TQ1,'BBJIX,. Al rred 
BRIDA , An t o ince 
GEOJUS, Joseph 
G1UEJEA.N , Felicle 
SOUGNB , Francois 
TERP' , Jranooie 
RLElN., 
MIGM:>N , Frenooie 
COU.IN, Emile 
CRISi~m, 1:11:d:a. Leon 
HURIHT , Luc i en 
RCXGSEAU, J\llee 
GEM:JOUX, Julien 
ALJlERI', 
I.EGA.YE, Cr immr 
DA..JSot.'.ONI' , Henri 
FRn ,,::s , 
ROUXHET , Mluri oe 
LEC OCQ , Rouxhe t 
REIM 
1.A. f,13Bffl'-BOOK 
MIGNON-SCOM.5 
RWRAND , Julien 
DEF.AS , Alphonse 
DEBS , J oseph 
JCB , Jl'.reree (brothers) 
BLOM. pere (fath er) 
NlCOL8T 
'lfORNIN, Gllorges 
OEORGIN, :aimond 
NICOLAY 
BURNO'ITE 
CiRBU3UER 
OONAY • Edouard 
TOl'.13EUX , Juean 
TOJ.13EUX- 0Rm<>Im: 
O~IJ.:"8 , 1-ubert 
TOhmruX, Lucien 
U!CHA , .Ax tbur 
DUBOIS. 
SCII.HBID, Arthur 

LIVET , CC1INKT, Pauline 

l 
1 
l 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
l 
3 
2 
2 On e boy 18 yra old 
1 
4 Three children 1-4 yrs 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
3 
1 
2 1 ohild 1 - 2 yrs 
1 
1 
2 
2 

1 
1 
5 1 sir l 5 yrs old 
5 l g i rl 14 yrs old 
4 3 children 1-7 yrs old 
5 4 children J -10 yrs old 
2 
2 l girl 9 yrs ol d 
] 

2 l g irl 4 yro old 
2 
~ l boy 3-5 yrs old 
1 
2 
l 
2 
2 

2 children 7-8 yrs old 

l 
2 
l 
l 
2 
1 
1 

•
18 December 1944 

19 December 1944 

Betl'il!len the l.B D3c 1944 
and 14 January 1945 . 

http:I.EGA.YE
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Femily nemo ~uni:Je1• of c,smbors Date 

EXECUTED 

TO?wBEUX, Ml.reel 18 Decflrnber 1944 

To my knowledge 93 (nin ety throe) bodies or executed hue been buiiad tbrougb 
through T1l'J pr oper eere in cooperation rith t he Fled Crees Serv ice of' the Town of 

S tavelot which continued to collf'ct the bodioe end pr-bceeded with their buriDl . 

LJTIT OF SOIDiilRS 

Jurericene i,ho t by the Ger~n $ neur the ohateau of Petit Spay the 20 t h 
December 1944 aftor 1nfor. ..atic,n colleotetl f rom 1,,1[' . Juan Elias in April 19451 

NUmber of soldiers t 11 (Eben) M!n 

/s/ Cl09e , Francois 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

George Miller 
u•ig11ed lo Wu Cri111e1 l! n nrl,, Uni ted State• Am i\', 

APO 633, U 111 i11teq,relt'r, l,av ing he'en ,Inly , ..,urn, ,lqm11• ...,1 ~111 11' 1h, 1 tlu• 11 II Pth l'tl Engli-11 1ra11•11 tinn ;, 

• true a n,l 11ee11 ra1r. r t. rulering or t l, e Ge rm an or igin al nf 1h.- 11 l1 lf' ment o f 

Werne r STl!."'RNEBECK 

26 March 194 6 

','IILLIAH R. PERL, la t Lt ., M. I. 

lake n on 

ro 11&isli~1'n•a O~e !{E)gt•o ~110 Engl isl, . 
8 

I, 11,e 1l,•1ionent , furth er Blute lh al I B11e nk Ger111 111 aml E ng l i~ I, nm•u !l y 11 11,l a m full y ,1u a l ilir d ao au uiwrt 

Ge rm 11 n-E11g1iai, int1u pr t: t l'r hy rcuou of the foll o..,ing ,1u 11 IHi c11 t lo u~: 

l. German 1a my native tongue. 

2 . I spent the first twenty years of my life in Gsrrns.ny and 
went to elemsntary a nd secondary aohool there. 

3 . I came to the united State& in 1928 . 

4. I had two years of English in secondary school in Germany. 
My other knowledge of Engliab baa 'been derived from study by myself. 

5. I have been married tor the pa.et six years to a British 
eubJect and speak English continually at home. My wife does not 
apsak German. 

6. I have 'oeen in tho united States Army for the paat 2...1/2 
years, having 'been discharged in November 1945 and have been employed 
by the war Department aa a German-i:ngliah interpreter since January 
1946. 

Sworn uul 1ul11eril1e1I to l,do t e me 11,i, 

al Srf1..,ii l11ld1 1h11. Germany. 

http:Gsrrns.ny


• 
I, Werner STERNE.BECK, Obe~turmf'uehrtir hsving been duly 

sworn , tr.ake the following a ta ten:en ts 

In December 1944 , at the time of the EIFEL offensive , I was 
Obereturmfuuhrer in the 6th Company , 1st l\rnzer Regi:oent , L .SS . A,H. 

r.~ comJ)Bny commander wee Obersturd'uehrer Be non i ,TtJN.'E.R , During the 
night from 15th to 16th of December 1944 , ttG' t&nk wae ordered t o the 

point of the con.:bat group end at thet time I left th':t 6 th Company , 

tan k e nd other tan l':s o f the caubat grou p remained !n 
WAt.:NE, J3elgi um on the 20 th Deceml.ler 1944 bec:aause STAVEIDT was s urround 
od end we couldn't gti t through thore un y mor e , At t hi s time Untersturm
fueltrer HrillBEC1'. was in WANKE , end ho wee the C. O, of t he 3 tan1'.e of 
the l et Company , 1st Ru,zer Reg i rr.cnt , L ' ,A.H . which rerrained behind. 

I lived in WA.NNE in t he seir.e bouso as Hyuptaturmfuehrer 
KA.LISCHY.O who w&.s the conmander o f t he lat Artillery Bet talion , At'tillery 
Regin,ent I , L.SS .A.H. 

I have prepared a ske tch of ~, marked •A• attached here 
to shCJNir.g ,ey C.P., a pproxi ILa.te location of Untersturmfuehrer HEUBD::L' s 
C . P , and t he position of 11.,j tar,k , 1n the mo:rr.ing hours of the 2 1s t or 
22 nd o f Dect:ntber 1944, Stendarterfuehrer I.DHNl<E , comn.anuer of the L "<' .A.H. 
wa3 in WANNE , end gave orders about the deployment of troops to tho 
different w1i t l oaders . I lis tened for a while ao Standartenfuehrer r,DHNJ<R 
isoued the orders , and was u.nder the impression that 'be 'MlS very dis 
p l eased nbout the .-:. ituotior. in W.ANNE , At abou t noon-tine of tbe same or 
t he following day , Heuptsturu.f'uehrer KA.LISCHKO ca n:e to too end sa i d that 
he bed received t he order from the Division to round up all auspicious 
Be l g ian r.ale civ iliano in \'/~ , and t o shoot tho rn beccuse there was 
s upposed to be en enezcy r ad i o trensnd ttur in i'IAl'JNS , r:e.uJ,l ts tur u:fuebrer 
nLISCHKO decidad t o execute this order by d ividing t he village in two 
p111•t e !01· t.he search . He took ove r one par t end t he tank troops searched 
the other pert , I tremunitted this ordor to Unte r sturmfuohrer hl.JENJ:EMER 1 '\ 
who watt commender of' the 7th COinpany troop(> i n WANNE , and I eleo believe 
to Unterotw·n:f'uehrer HE:UBECK , but I em not s ure about thc.t . Thon I went 

t o IQ)' tank whic h wa s in the poa i tion ee i ndicated on ntt aketcL •A• , to 
pa.so o n thio order ,w hi ch I recei ved f rom Seupts turmfuehrer KA.LISC Hl{O , to 
Dzy' crew, Thie heppene<i between l anU 2 o ' clock in the afternoon . I t old 
the crew t hat a sec r e t radio transmitter wee l occted in the village and 
thot we ha6. to find i t. The n I t o ld Rottenfuehre r Hi:.RENl'HEY oy tank 
driver e nd Stu.rnmann HILU.AW , D1Y 1·a.d i o - operator to look for auapicio ua 
&:, l g i en civilhme end in case they found e.ny to shoot them. I said to 
Rottenfuehrer Ju:F!El-,"J'REY , •You nro en ' o l d band ' in such l!'ati.crn - you 
take char ge • , I orde r ed Stur.:ir.ann PL.u.s end St.urmmenn Zlf.1.ER to a tay 
witll the tanks es E,U&.rds , and I returned t o tho C , P . Al:01.o t half an hour 
l a t er Rottenfuehrer HERENTR!o:Y reported t o uJA A t the C . P, llnd t ol t'I ire tt'tat h~ 
had executed the orde r , that he had round a auspicious Belgittn rrale civil
ian i n ono of the houses and hlld bumped him off . i'ILere upon I em1wered 
•;.lrlt;h t• . 

I !Illil ke this atatei..ant.. consisting o r three pe~e~ anci one sketch 
ID::U'ked •A• voluntarily , out of my own free will , 111ithout force , threnta , or 
promises of reward • 

(signed, Wo rner STER~K 
Sworn to and s ubscribed t o before SS Obers turmfuehrer 
me t his 26 t h day o f Mirch 1%6 , 26 """'h 1946 . 
et SCHWA.BISCH liALL , Gormeny . 

WIU :R , :ffiRL 
ist Lt . l'- I • 0•555149 
Invee tieator- Exami ner War Cric~a bl·anch . l£FET 

http:Al:01.ot
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TRA.1-31.ATION VF L.clli..J,j) ON .i:XH.IBIT •A• 

·ro &1i~F'L.Ji1.v:rr oi,· 

Dated 2.3 Murch 1946 ..... 

1 . C. P . i n which Hauptetuf . KALI SCHKO 
and I lived . 

2 . . oeition ot ~ tank 

J . Church 

4. Approximate locatio n of Ustuf . liEUBH}K ' s C. F . 



I , . . .....hJ..f.B Nf)i'........S lo:.l:I ~.d'.¢:..s:..i. , b,lng first du ly 
sworn,, make the f 9-V/.wit1g sluteme:1~u11du oat h: 
Jc,,_j/_li..~."!:.__ ___ld3._".f.L~.J::..lJJ._~..n,___________ ----~ nad1dem irh ust ret:h t -
m(ljJfg elng csdlv: ortn wu rde, 111 ud1c die Jolgen,le Aus.~u,.e ur1 t er £id 

Tht gboi•c l1110 phologrllphs are plwlogrnphs of the same.J.Cnfc.r:..s~at./JL~.Ja.r 
./:1.~d.i.r.H..e..!J....._....... me11ttoned by mt ill my affldavll, daled ......:.l.~..... /.!:f.t!./i..._./.1.Y.~ .. 

D.fc ,Ab~·cn h uC'I P1' olvgr1111 h'en sind Photogrc111fllen desselblge11.it'.A.~!r..-:..J.~l.11..-:.~ ./.1/j.r1 ,
__ /_'l.1f_ !1~ f.._e.!-t;f,-·-······· .. l'O "f mlr ir1 meiner eidcsst"ttl idl t 11 Auuo,g·c ge11an11I, 

11u11w_.• <l..11.."? 4/f'L______ . 

,&~..,,..Jfu:i 

f, - ,1.1, A. A'~d L'lf£4 
1onliatlo11 darln1 ei/41 0//enalvr 

Efnhrlt wlihrrnd de, El/el-Eln1allt1 

http:same.J.Cnfc.r:..s~at./JL~.Ja
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•TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

S - ·tt KlJC,;Q:lB,,i.ia u1 ig n1•, I tu W11t Cri11, r1 Ur1 11 tk U11ite1! S111e1 Arnn, 

APO 633. u • n iul t' rprelf'r, h n iug he<l' n tl ul y &"'om, tl<' puw 11ml Ua\ e t hat 11, l' 11t111dwd Eng li~h l ta 11 , lo1 i"" i• 

11 true 111111 urc ura l l' re11J,:ri11 g or t he G.:r rnau origin a l uf lh t' uato:1111• 111 of 

Georg KOTZUR 

31 J anua r y 1946 

liefuro• RAPHAEL SHUJVIACKER, Capta i n , CMP 

1•ons i11 1i11 g of 9 p11 ~es. int o Englid,. 
and oo.e eketcb 

I, llu: d e 11oue 11 1, fur1l,er .i11e lh a t I epeak Gcrma11 11 1111 Eng li ~I, flu e 11ll) 1ml 11111 fu ll ) •11111lili ,·, I a s 11 11 c1q1er1 

Gtr111111, Engli1I, h1t erpr,· lcr by reaso n of lhe fullowi11 g tp1 11ifico 1iu118: 

J. . sq DGUft ~c, ia 1.IC&"IIBll. 

a. I l o..u-aed. liag.1.llib lbrolasb etucty of tbe lan. toi- l:ao 70&.ra 1n. 
BJ.ah veauo.1.. ~• y.r 1a au.lep , am • lgb.\ ..t.1111 ot ••Mtaa cl aeeas , all 1D 
VL.i , &U.&U"ia , 

) • l ,--q 8poba .ibgl.loh OOD'UDl.aOU.ly •1M• -.4pi.nber 1 9J9 • bell l OW.W 
lo ,11e unl.H<I ""'- · In ...~ - or 1941 I Jo"'-1 \Ile 1/nUeJ autee ..,_, 

4. ,_ r•l>Nar7 unu1 ' "- 1au... "'"' or 4, rU 1~4J . I••-- 111o 
LI OOIU'Be • ' UUcn le. ibrJ'l ud, 0Cllldual111:U-, lbe MilU&l'J' ImalUa-m•
Tra1nlaa uen,_.. 

5 . l'rca ZUAII 19.Qli 1111'11 Sep\ember l ~.) . I ••rn4 omHnuou.uly ao an Jilt' 
inlwro \or , tn whiob aQ&a U y l _. oonutanU7 nqu1Nd io V&D81D\• German 
lA\o ~iab aa4 floe TWN . 

6 . OW • Zea&:1r7 1~6 I • • • bMC ••o1ene4 to tho \far Cr1Dea lranob, 
u•..1 . ; . 1 .T. ea a o1Y1Uaa Oen:na-KnaUah l nterpr•tar . 

~ ll~ 

5•.• ,,. ""' " ' '" " "" " •• "'' "" "" ,hi, z ? ,,.,..., o/?~ 19 ~ ' 
, , s,,,.il,i,d, 11, 11. G,m.. ..,. ~c:J 

(Zat' C: I'// P 
t 

http:OOD'UDl.aOU.ly
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• • 
I., Georg KDI'2DR, St.w.imaJmt having been duly aworn, 

make the f ollowins .stat-nt UDdei• oatb1 

In December 1~4 during the EinL ottenaive , I waa a 
member ot the i.t Coml)aqy, of the let Panzer ttegiment, 
LSSUI. I was radiOUBD in the tank crew ot Obereoharfueb.rer 
Valentin amsm. On December 1:, , 1944 our oompany wu ae
eembled in a forest, the eacaot l ocation ot tlhich I do not 
know. A.t ni gh tfell of the same dey Oberatun:nruebrer lC.'i EMSER , 
Oomp~ Commander of the lat Panzer Company, aasembbd the 
company to deliYer a epeeob. He r ead this speech to us fran 
a p i ece of pap er . He told ue how inworh.nt the offensive 
waa tor uermany, that we IILU8t tight bravely, that we may 
grant no quarter to the enany, and that aa tar as possible 
no priaonars of war should be teken. Our tank was to ride 
e-t the point . We eat out with t he Panther tank c.,f Unter
a,; unntuebrar &HRENr until ahortly afterwards we met up with 
2 other Marx IV tllDkB. We remained at this place the whole 
day of December 1 &. .4t twiligbi ou Deoamber 16 we set out 
again and. bad goo.a a few kilometers a long the way, when our 
tank ran upon a mine. By thti nening of Deoember 18 1944 our 
tank had been oanpl etely r epaired , and we s et out a.gab.. In 
the early afternoon of Deca:nber 20 1944 we arri'fed io. ,IA.NNE 
togethe.1· whh the t ank 0 1· Untertiohartuehrer m.tJJ::.GER, whom 
we bad met on t he way. In W.\NNE Unteraturmtuebrer HEUBECX 
uaumed ccmnand of t h e tanka of th• lat c cm.,eay, since be wae 
the replacement af'fice1.· of the lat .Panzer Regiment, aOO bad 
oi:wnana of those which lagged behind. In WJt.JNE I wea quar
ter ed together nth my whole tank orew in ft bou.se. The tank 
crew oonaiated of Unteracharfuehrer B1JRSIN, St\U'1Illl8DII. MAU, 
Stw:mnann FIGUU., Unteraoharfuehrer WOCH and zeyaelr. 

About midefternoon of Decamb&r 21 19'.l.4, Unteracharfuebrsr 
Bl!RSIN came to our quartera and eaid to WI that eve1·y male 
civilian waa to be abot tlDd gaTe t he wbole craw the order to 
go oui, find the male oiTilhna, and oarry out the order to 
aboo t, He pointeo. to me and eaid1 •KarmJR, you cane with me~• 
Onterachartuebrer BERSJN end I went to the house , '"11 ch is 
designaied by an X on the attached sketch . We entered the 
house and a man appr oached us wi th 2 cape in his hand . He 
was Slout 40 or SO yeara ol d , B.ERSIN asked him what kind of 
capa be had there , He replied thot they nre foreet warden•• 
caps, and B.EHSIN then bit him. BERSIN ordered him t o cane 
out with us in th e street, I t old Bcl\Sl.N that the tnen wu 
too olo. to be shot . Becauae of this Bl:RSIN said to me1 •Juat 
tor saying the,; you s hall shoo t him yourael.l . " BERSIN wanted 
me to shoot th e man before bis eyes . I did oot want t o ehoo1. 
the man riept on the str eet and went with the man d o"n t he 
a t reet towards tbe cbu.roh . Bhl1SI N went ahead or me . He 
t urned around and shout ed e1. me , •I dXpect t o hear the shot 
soon . • Wilen we arrived u1. t he entrance to t he cEmetery , 
Bl:ltSIN went on in t he di rection 01 the vlllo.ge and I led the 
me.n i nto the CEmeter y . I fired two shots f r om my p.1atol into 
bi s beck. Th.t civilian fell down with a ory and I assumod 
tha t he was dead . 

- 1 -
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• • 
I went back: in the atreet. IDRSIN waa ataMing down 

the atrHt and shouted to me, •tbia man ia to be ebot too•, 
and then the wtn be mentioned came u,p to me. I 194 t hie 
man to a tarm approximately aoroe• fran the eo:tranoe to the 
cemetery, ond a hot him onoe in th e beok. He yell~ and fell 
011 bis knee• and tbraw hie fiats arou.nd. I abo·i; again but my 
pistol bed a stoppage. At this mom.ant Hana TRETrIN of Untar
aobartuehrer P.FLUHlElt'a crew arriTed with bis pistol in bia 
band and I said to him, 1 Fin1ah him ott, ti. ia in pa.in.• 
TREITIN then tlniehed him oft ri th a abet in the neok. I went 
back to the street. TREl'TIN fQllowed ma and said the n:an ea 
dead. At thia time aanebod3 a b.outed that enemy tank.a ware ap
proacbins, and •• all went to our tanka • 

.ill t he shootings which I baTe dNoribad here took place 
during daylight, and the whole !ifair did not last longer than 
1., to 3u minute$ . The chilian.e whom I abot ..re unarmed, did 
not defend tbaoselTes. and made no attempt to ••oape. A8 I 
later fo@d out, other c iTilians w•re shot by our tank orewe 
on the SBme day. Tba t was the firat b.uman bein~ I abet myael:t . 
I oame t o the let Panzer .t1egim•n~ in October 1944, and that 
was the f irs t oombt1it unit that I was asaigned to. 

Du.rillg the U1H1 that I was a .rieoner of •r ill the O&.DI> 

at .EBENSEX in J"WLe 1945, Unteracbarfu.ebrar Danial JM.mR aaid 
to m• that Blil1.SIN, who waa then being oonfined for interroga
tion, wanted to a:peak with me. Unteraoharfu.ehrer Daniel 
MlliR wu the man who brouept him hie maa.ls nery day. Ha 
made it poaaible for me to bring BE>iSIN'a meal to him onoe . 
I brought hia diah to him., "nu he • aid to me on tbi• oooaaion,
•u you. are interrogated by the -'mericana, atate that our tank 
required 8 days for repair• when we ran over the mine, and 
that we spent 8 days tbe,·e.• I asked him why, ae we were only 
there 3 daya. He replied to me, 1 the WA.NNE affair 1a not in.
TOlvecl, The .Americana only want inf'ormation about the bum,ping 
otf ot American pr iaonera or war .• I diun•t answer and started 
to leave. BERSlN then added, 1 have you Wl4eratood?• 

OD. the day that the shooting which I hava d•cribed in 
thia ca:if'eaeion took place I Onters tu.rmtuehrar HllJBDJK bad hie 
noon meal in our quarters. During the meal he sent me out to 
fetob Ontersobarfu.ebrer PFLUEGER . When I oam.e baok from m:,; 
mieaioa., I saw the old man whaa I latu abot (aa ia deacribed 
in my oonreaaion) in the yard of hia tarmatead. I intonmd 
Untarnurmfu.ehrer Hli.lJbE.CX about that. & ordered mt together 
ritn fW1 or Ji'!OURA. (I no longer recall w1th which one it wu) 
to inveatigattt, and, i r he ahould be au.apioioua , to &hoot him. 
We invutigated , f ou,nd. bJa in the atable, and not.cl. thai. he 
was fairly old. I oame baok and iDiormed aomeone, I do not 
know whom , that the man waa an old foi•ea't warden , bu,: I am 
qu.i:te certain now tba't it waa Ontereturmtuehrer HEJJDiVK, whau 
I iru ormad.. A moment later BE.HSIN gave the order to the whale 
tank c"-·ew to hunt up all male oiTiliane and to aboo't them. 
B&iSIN then said to me, -- •You come with me, wn show me the 
old an•, meaning the one wh.om I have dNcribed in. 111¥ con
fess i on as the fira t m:lD to be a hot . 
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I make thie oonreaaion, oonoiating ot 9 pages and a 
eketch , voluntarily , without being threatened or forced 
or promised a reward. 

(signed) Georg Karam 
J l J'&DWU'Y 1946 

(signed) Haphael ~l:IDW.CKI:R 
Capt CMP 
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G.J),IG KOrWR 

Osted JO January 1946 

3 howi n3 ,, :NI:. , th- scene of' tho shoot i ng 
of civilians. 

L L G...:. N D1 

1 . HEJBEX::K ' s tank 

2 . liouse of HUJBEVK ' s crew 

13. BER.3I t o tank 

4. The house of which the first. civilian 
wa... lliken 

5 • Monument 

6. Hous es of air corps crew 

7 . A.pproximat, location wh ore BER:>IN sent 
up the second man to be ahot . 

8 . Cemetery with church 



• • 

, being /frat d•fy~.;~·;;:-·~:-k~l.fl;-·;~/t;!/~:r!;~ 
nadldem /di trll recht 

unter Eld~~ftlg -~ln; -~ ~~~mudle 

The nbove two photographs are photographs of the 1ame H A NJ Ti< F Li..tL 
_______mentioned by me In my a/fid0111t, ~~te~....-1,~---·f'Jf!J-.~-?..!LU._.. 

Die ob lg en zwtl Photograph /en slnd Photograph/en du.TtlblguJ:l.A.,n.~J.~e.iL~:l..--
·-·····-·-·····-· von mlr In mtlntr eldes,tatllldttn Aauage 11nannt, 

dutler t___,01 Hi -r a :19 4 C. 
~1 . '7d.'l'\nu.ct.Y 

(,. I<.. 

Flrd 

~.fulp.,."IA :p-. G~t . ~~ ll 1a 
Orga11lza llon darln1'ft1 0/Jenslve 
Elnhtll w(lhrtnd dts El/d-Eln&atzu 

·::;",/'~.:''',,:;··:;:'.'.'~'.~.'.~';,,,. 
-~ • . 'a--95.o.... A ,th,! 

Ol/lc r. admlnl&lt ri!~~"' 

·-----f.!#------ C /'11"' __
R•nk Arm or Sen/ct 



' ·········-· St:.12..R.« . K:~T~ u..q,______ , being first da ly 
sworn, muk1• the /ollowhig slatement 1111dtr oath : 
/d,______~ _£Si:t.&__fu_t..z..~.~ ---- _____ nudldem idr trsl redrt-
mliftlg e f~ esrl,woren wurd e, 111 11dle die f o lge11dc Aussuge unter Eid 

The nbo11r twn photogmplls are photographs of the same_liH..l£Rscl,1aFut:-l1B FR 
,___J3£.l:t .S.l/Jl.......______________ mfn fl oncd by me fr, my u/Jitfu vll, duled .......3.L....Jd..Y....l.9.f..fL ..... 

D ie obige11 . .::-11 ci Phol ograp t, ·en slrrtl Phol ograp h/1•11 d l'sse flJlgen.....U:,:-.:t. .ft. t .~.d.,.Ol.t-f .'4.t.i:.r 
____P.i~t.S.tl'....______ ·-····-· von mir i11 mtlner eldesslntt fld:en Au.uoge Ktna11 111, 
''"''"' ' ______11..,,..,;,_m:n..\"\.MJIL C}~_u,__ • 

'''J~;;~~,;;;·· (-;;;;;;,;j 

.~:k.__ rd;_ ____ ~ 
Runk (D flm1trrad) 

:'.U\Ef!....---1.,_'z.',J,)_~~--- • ~ K 
Organ l:allott d11r/ng El/ti 1/ensl~, 

£ /nhdl 11•ii /1r r nd dc>1 El/ti- · l n1at: u 

http:P.i~t.S.tl
http:U:,:-.:t..ft








J1 ,1/vlM t . J,1: j-d' ,<M,\\f '-f Q/l>i, k ,W 

/YnMw- tr1j' k l ~t"J'"t ~ /~·, 
~~il1U1 ~ ~~ /111~ 'H/fau,h

'~ '"ii'"'~ "'"" ~~ ~µ,,'A
//6(,'M_ .ff1/4pJ:i . 

F ~" chrnuvi-
3,,, ~ tlf/1 & 

~~ .._). ~ I . l , ~ ~ _____,__ 

--u,._; -., , ,._,.. ""--, 7-- ~----i- l9 '-I c.. ..:t

~ ~ . ~ ---a- · 
~"-+-~ 
--U \...J 1 &- HT ~ . r 1=>it-..l.-ot-.J 

Hf'\ °\i" D(L Q µ c_ 

l t-..hlO .-..T \ b-Pi-r-o Q. - e,.,<. i"'r .....,_ ,\J ~ Q. 

W9 1Q... C~ \t-\& t:. ~u... ~"-' C.. H 

o F'E.1 





• ,~ign<'d lu Wu Crimu Un nd, , United Sh h·~ Ann), 

Al'O 6.13, U a11 i11 tl'r1•rrtN, h..-i ug l,cr:n ,luly ~worn, tlc('O I' irnd 1t o1 r tli:it 1hr 11to1i1r, I Engli•!. l r•n•latinu i1 

11 lrur a nd acc-uratc rerulrring of lhe Gern1111 original of 1l1r ~lll f' mr:111 o f 

HANS TREI'TI N 

1nkcn,rn Jl January 1946 wt Sd,wiihi•d1 11 11 11, Gern1u1y, 

hcfore D\\ lGHI' F . FANTON , J@jor , QMC 

c-on!ht iug of foor pngn, into E11gli! l1. I\ 
& one sketch 

I, 11m de1m11 c111, furt her U III C tliat I s1muk Gc rr11 011 a,ul Engli~li flu e ntl y 111111 nm full )· ,p,ulili,·,1 118 an cx p,·rl 

GermMn•E ugli~I, i11t e q,re h•r l,y reasou of t he followin g •111alifiru l ions : 

1. ~at1v• tongue : ~nglleh. 
2 . Was bor n 3 June 1919 an1 l earnod Germe:n from a Oerman 

t!Ovat·•n•Ae fr om 1924 to 1929 . 
3 , JtuO l •d. 1n Cl"flrman speaking school !-:"' i1'IT' JT JCii:• ! DT at 

.JT ~ ClAL~N . JW I TZERi .A~:o rrom 1932- 103:3. 
4~ Continuad the use and et,1d.y or German with a oem1ner 

conduo~<l h y .Professor F'~ISE; or J;.;Hr 3 1v r.!''J r• -,,.. rtS!':'Y 
1n "1i".l ,Tt1 vRt. , ·eryland from 193 3 to 1937. 

5 . Took eeven semesters or ~ r~on la nR"U B£e a nd 11 tera t ure ln 
HA'll.l.~Fu KO CuLLi:.::E , et 1-V• ..:lF~RO, Pa ., from 1937 t,.o 1(_)41 . 

6. L i ved 1n · :r ICH , oei-f'" 9ny. 1•av- Sep te 'Tlb•r 1Q3Q . Stud.led German 
languag_e and 11teretur.e e:t ·1ntveretty or untoh r rom Jun• to 
jeptAmber . 

7 . ~lnce Dece 1nber 1945 I have oerffd wtt.h Wer Crtmea !'r!'lnch !HJFE.T , 
11e o Germen• t nglleh In~rpre ter . 

~(.~~ 
cjiJ_~~,__.,.,; !ff/,Swum • 1111 1ul ,ac r il,e1I h1 heforf' me 1hi, ,IY)' or 

11 1 Sd1wiil,i ~1l, l l,11, Gnt11111 y. 



I, HA NS 'rRETTIN , Sturmmann,bavlng been sworn ln,make the 
f ollow1n g statement under oa th: 

In December 1944 I was a member of company l,Panzer Reg1ment 
l,LSSAH and was aee1gne6. t o the tank of Untereoharfuehrer 
PFLUEGER ae loader. t,1y tank d id not reaoh the first company during 
the EIFEL offensive in December 1944 because we had motor trouble 
and did not oome to the asse mbly place. 

We drove in the direction of the front i n the hope of catching 
up with the first company ,and arrived in the vlllagJ of WANNE on 
December 21,1944 around noon. At this time the c rew ot the tank 
and the tank of Untereohartuehrer BERSIN were also i n WAN NE .Both 
crews were placed under Un te returmfuehrer HElJBECK, who, as replace
went officer of the first regiment, axeroleed command over stragg
lers. 

About one or two hours after our crew had been quartered Unter
echartuehrer VALENTI N BERSI N ca me to us in our quarters and spoke 
with Untereohartue hre r PFLUEGER and ea t d the following, that Unter
sturmfuehr er HEUBECK had found part s of German un i form s in a 
closet , and that t herefore he had sent h im here to B"9t the l oade r 
and gunner to take him along to round up all male Belgian civi l
ians of 16 and over, and to shoot them. Unterecharfuehrer BERSIN 
t hen left wi t h Unterechar fuahrer TIGGES, who was a member of my 
tank cre w. Unterecharf uerher TIGGES a sked me to fetch the machine 
p is tol f r om t,he tank for h1m . I fetche d the machine pistol to 
b ring i t to Unte rechar fue hre r TIGGES. At a po i nt on t he street 
Oppos i te the entrance to the chur chya rd I s aw St ur mma nn KOTZUR 
of BERS I N' a crew wt t h a civllian , and 3:ur mmann KOfZUR had a 
p is tol i n h1s hand . Un ters chartuehrer BERS I N a nd Unterschartuehre r 
TI GGES were n ot .far fr om t h le p o1n t, a nd I hasten ed t o cat ch up 
w1th them t o give the machine p istol to Unters char.fuehrer TI GGES . 
I then gave the ma chine p istol t o Untereoharfuehrer TI GGES, and 
wanted t o go on w1th them, but Unterechartuehrer BERSIN said t o 
me , 11 You go up to KOTZUR and shoo t the c 1 v111an. I shall send 
othe r o iviliana, you 11hoo t them t oo . 11 I ca me bac k to KOTZUR,who 
at this time was sta nd in g near the bushes with the civilian,at 
the same pla ce where he had been when I passe d h1m. KOTZUR trie d 
hie pla tol,ae it was Ja mme d , and sa1d t o me, 11 Shoot t he man,my 
ple t ol is Ja mmed . 11 I came up t o within 2 or :, me ters of the ma n 
and sho t h1 m in the ne ck. The ma n t ell t o the ground a nd I sho t 
him again in the head . He lay atill,and appeared dead. 

I went back into the etree~nd aaw Untereohartuehrer BERSIN 
going into a house ab out 50 me ters away. A few minutes later I 
saw a man come out of the same house and come in my direction. 
I led this oiv111an t o the same place near the buehea and shot 
him in the neck. Then ha fell to the ground and sttll moved .I 
then shot him again,in the head. After that he was quiet,and I 
saw that he was dead. KOTZUR -vae standing i n t he atraet, but he 
c ould have seen it sin ce the bushes were only 2 me ters fr om the 
street . When tbs latter civi l ian oame up the e t reet,I aa1d t o 
KOTZUR, 11 You a hoot the second one. I shot the f i rst one and do 
no t wa n t t o do this al one. 11 KOTZUR then eaid," My pistol le no t 
wor ki ng yet, you shoo t him" , therefore I shot the se cond otv11-
ian . 

At that moment we heard shou ting that "Sherman e 11 were c omin g 
and e veryb od y went t o the1 r tanks. Thie was the first enga ge ment 
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that I took part in. I waa afraid. I did not want to a hoot 
any o1vil1ans but was forced to do that by my superiors. 

I make this confession , oonaiet1ng ot 4 pages and one 
eketoh voluntarily, without being threatened, forced, or 
p romise d a reward. 

HANS TRETTIN 
January 31, 1946. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me thla 31st day or January 
1946, st BCHWAJIBISCH HALL, GERMANY• 

/o/ Dw1ght F, Fanton 
/t/ DWIGHT F, FANTON 

MsJor,QMC. 
In veetiga tor-Examiner, 
War Crimea Branoh 
US FET. 



Drawinge part of statement of strm Hana TREl'rIN 

A. - Spot where the tirat Belgian obilian was a bot. 

B .. Spot where the aeoond aivilian was shot. 

C - House out of whiah BmSIEN aent out the 2Di aivilian. 



I , - ··-··../.f.fi.N..S. .....ttr§.TTJ . , bt ln1 //,-/ d•ly 
•,.,, B;uke un der O(l /h : worn, the / ,pllou1fn;; . statement 

~4dm.Le'.~---- nndldem ldl. trll rtdrl-
mfljJlg ngrsd11rnrrn wu rdr, uwdie die f v lge11de Aussuge unte , Eld 

The abov.e two p/,o/ograph., are phologruphs of the same!lJ..l/[i:Jl fflt0 S Eu ~ 
.......IJ.t.B.S. l.rl........................... menlioned bJi me In my a/Jldn11II, daled..'J. f. ..~.B.!!i.l!.D.0..~--l .9._t(..C. 

Die obi en z 111el Phol ogr aph len slnd Photograph/en du1elblgen..'1.JJ.A,.i&w1il_~,fll»Y 
---~ . ' "t --······..·~-.. ..... lion mfr In mtlner elduslatllldr en Auuai;7J;;,;T,,7J 
datlert 1. 1 . 

-···-·'.fui£1!!L~---
F1,,, (Jlam, (vorname) L••I Name (Z.naad 

__t½ lha,w. 
Rank (Dltn1t1rod) 

_/..~9.,_~/"08. /?,,r,r. I.._ s511 1-/ 
Organliollon darln1 El/d Ol/tn1 i111 

Elnhell wllh r r nd de, El/d·Eln111lzra 



, btltrl //rat d•ly 
sworn, under oath: 
ldl_Jj,1J1AdJ>.-iel/11LJL-"f<ltk..__________ nadldem Id, er&t redlt

unler Eld 

The above two photo1raph& are photozropha of the same .STU BH- Hor2-..!:!..E._ 
_______111er,lio11ed by me In my affidavit, doted..:~.!...'!!.!UY...lt...1J-."1L'l..'ik._. 

Die ob /gen : wt/ Photogroph'en s/nd Ph oto1raphlen dtutfblztn~~!Jd,1,/" 
dotle~!r['(----·-··--····· von mlr I~ mtlntr eldtutattlfdltn Aauaze ienon t, 

Rad (Dtu,t1rod) 

_J "Co I <>-suvP.,rrr; t._rr11N 
Organlzatlott darlnt l!l/d 01/en,IJte 

Elttheft w411rend dll £1/lf-Eluat:e, 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

(UIC;IAO. IIGL.t&JI' aoigu,:,,I lo War Crirnu Doud,. Un i1 e1\ Sla le~ Arm~, 

Al'O 633, u a n i111rq1rf'ln, li a,ing l,een tluly i "Ortl , ,l,•11u~r uni l ~IPII' Iha! tho• a1t ad1 t t! Engli-'1 1ronsl11tio11 i , 

1 1rue aml arr11r111• rendering of 11,r German orii;ina l of 11, 1' ~latemenl of 

Valent1.n BERSIN 

1ukennn 30 Morch 1946 

J.,•fure RAPHAEL SHUMACKl!:R , Capt. , CMP 

pugu, iul u Engli~h. 

I, th ,i 1le1io11e111, furth e r l hlll th at I speak German nml Eugli~I, Hue11t ly u1ul a111 fu ll ) ,p111lifi,·tl as 1111 n111•rt 

Gcrmnn,Englid1 inlcr11ro•lcr liy reaeon of Ilic following 11u11lifi,.111ion,: 

2 . I •llll.at th8 1'1nt twaty :,eer• ot 'fl.i1 lih h CAhaly •t1'1 w•n't 
\o el.u:llmt4r1 and eeoobdal'Y •ohool tber•. 

3 . I oa• to "tM UnUed. !ltatM in 1926 . 

- · I bad two )'Nl"G of ~1•h tu a.oond.ar1 eohool 1n e.e:r.ny , llt 
otb.or kncmled1,;,e or ie;l h h• i..a 4erhN tro• • tcwa7 by ai)'aelt • 

.5 1 l ' •o been marri.O. Ic;,r tba I,Mt. aix :,oar• to • SrUieb aubJeot 
and L~al.. t r-<:;liah oo.1:11,lnuall)' "'" b~. Jitt wit'o uooe not •.i:eak GER~. 

6 1 I ha en i u th• Uni.W t.iateu Al"ltlY tor the iaat -;. .. 1 /2 7eare , 
~1'i?J.¥ beon diuobarsed in t oTeriMr l1r4.5 ant\ hai•• bean .awlo7ad b7 the 
ar 0e,Pe.T"tL1Wlt aii • cm.·,w.n- fngU•h interpreter etnoe .r,.nuar)' 19-46 , 

~p- /tu~ 
N....l ,,.,., F "/ _f ff tS..•om aud u 1h1eril1" d 10 be fore me 11,is 

at Sri, .. ·ii l1h•f1 Hall , Gl'rmauy. 

~ 
~~ C /VI r::_£f] ,.,,, ,,,_ 

-l-e-ti-
~ ._:!._51 
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• 
I, Valentin i3lffi:;ll\ Obrrncharfuol.r,, ... , !t.vine ,(er. dulv 

a"';orn , rmk tht; follO"'.ing statennt ur.dor 03th, 

I,1 De::ti -:1.er 1944, dtu in,_ t!le :~IF:'L offer.-1ve; J r.er, 'i'snk 
COI!l..:..u.t1er i:::t the ~r.d "letoou , let Cot:1!.-DT,J , bt nnzer F.q:ilc-cnt , 
L .3"" .A.f.. At that dme i:cy rank wa Ur.tnect·.rfur:!.rer . ,y platoon 
lu1der waD r:.'beracl"urfuehrer ST'.".ELOYI ,nnd :::y Co!I!fany c~•:1,.-n nder ~u.3 
Ob~1stu:-rrfu..ihrer .~-:r:R. 

0, a datti which I believe Wo.!S tho 19th or 20th December 
1941.., I Wl!B in WAfr- , 13c-l,:;iu.n, ~ogetlrnr .... ith t,10 otLer taLka o> 

r'y CO!'lpany . .!'be othur tank cou.:1R-,.1.ilc1·a we.re U, ntf Hi.UBECK er,d. U;t:ha. • 
.PFLURC.E..l-1 . U, stf HE'UBL'CL WciS '·ho CO!lllf18ndr.,r of the three te11ks of 
tr.e lot Compuny whlch ,.ere ii! i',All1'~ . 

I CE:t.n onJy recall the nttrr.os of thti ci·ews of U,acha .tFllJEG.'R ' s 
tank &11d thes e of ro:i, o.,,T1 te.uk, "'hie\ we1·c at that time ir. \'11.NlE ,11th 

JTe . J,,) cwu cr ew con:.fote<i of' JJYD<i}f ,~ Tar.k Corr.'8ndtir, .St;:i, l:cinz 
RAU my e,unner , Strm 1'':.GU&:. liiJ J\;:lst gunner , U, sche Rudolf \,OC'--f ~ 
driver, and Sch:i.etze rot.UR tLo rodio-or:erator, 

The crew of U,scha IF'.1..USG~ 1e tan k conoiotea cu' bt:: , hinl,elf 
as Ten.lt ccm:ai.der , nottf KOCH gum1u• , Strm TR!::'I'IN J..ssi gunucr , C, scha 

TICKK' ~river , and Strll! SCHNrllJLR raai o-operator . 

On e ither the 19tt. er 20tn Deceri:ber 1944 , in tle erternoon 
l)-,,tr.een J and 4 o ' clock U,str HEliB&::K '-Br.8 t , tho house where I 

we!l qua.rt.:retl , U,stf liLUBE£K gave me tl:.e o.ci.er • You take bo men 
frorn eac'l crew and rc,und up all mal<:1 civilians ot over 11. vears of 
&f:,e , who ar~ eblf' to b.!ir al'T!U , e.nd heve then shot , After that hes 

beo:i done , you rerort to 1ne tho oxecution of th~ oni. e r , " I r eplje..1 
1 

~untersturmfut!l-.re::· , I cer. ' t take the respon.~iLility for this• . 
'1berel pon U,stf HEUBECK seld •Tris is u,:; c1'dt11• anci I take the reepon
r:ibility" . 

I turned t o u,:• crew end Dt.dC th&.t only two nen wtJre to co;ne 
a l one; because ::Jeveral wantod to come . Although 1 tlidn ' t specifically 
.;ive the orJer to com, a long to Strn Iro'!UR, ard Strm .1IGURA. , th!lac 
t wo men were th" ones who v.ent with me . i',e ull went togatber to U.scha . 
FFllJEGE'.fi ' s quart,:,:•s and I te.ii.l to him that on ord1r of TJ ,stf . HF.UBEX:K 
ho men of each cre'ii shoultl come a l ons to round up and to hEiVO shot , 
all italo civiliaris over 16 yeuro of aa:£ who Y e rt: s Lle to heel e.rl'G3 , 
U,sch& !ruJEGF.R appoitit::iC. two men but I didu ' t know their nanee at 
that Uir.i: because I waa 0111:,, f ive or six de;ya in the company , Vie 
star tea off aud .Strm lrDZU.R said •come with rre, I }.now a hou3e where 
ther1:1 ie a c~vilien• , mx;rm: l ed us to tl:e bcuse , the exact location 
or 11'hich 1 don ' t l-::now but I bal:ievo it W83 at an open squeie in the 
villQE;e . I A!lcv- there were E.ever1;1l house.. in the vicinity . \''e ull 
went into the ho\U.e end i nside therf' was a Eelglan JJl.!in , who was about 
50 years old , Two soldiers who were with mo , whoa~ nenes are unknown 
to ma , took the Mlil end l <>d hi m out of the hou.oe . I didn ' t give an 
o:roer t o shoot the Eelgian civiliar and I c!!dn ' t l:now ~ that t i ll!!') 
,1hu t. the so1diers dia ·;,·1th him. Then a. fev sol 1c l'& run o another 
house which was ti.bout 100 IOOt(.rU a·;,\l.y and I wont aft1•r ham to find 
out what ,,aa heppen!.ng tner e , By the tirr.e r cot to the house I a S\7 
two soldier s o f rcy group l ouding a Bel g ian rt.ale civillan Ly :he arm, 
ou t of the house eOO taking him owt1.y , I don ' t knw the names of thcbe 
t wo soldiers and at the t tlirie I didn ' t l<:nov whi:. t \/US going to hEiPPen 
to hi re . I know tb.at I didn ' t give tho order to shoot him , Right u.fter 
that a rroso1snger ca'l.c and repcrted the.t onor,zy tanks had brol:en 
through anO. :r gevt:! the order to so beck to c.u r t.irnb, Latt.or e :3 ,.1:1 
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wer,3 sitting r..rour.C. cur tanks I hoaro. as ve"V~ral 30ld1E:ra !'elated that 
tt10 ££>lzian rrale civi11an1' had be<.n shot . I don't know th-:, ner::e& ... r 
the nJtin 11'ho spoke about tla t . 

That same evening l searched for O,stf.HEUIECK EJ::d fowid him 
1n 01,e of the stre1Jts 1 the eJrn.ct location l can ' t r ecull any longer . I 
reported to hi m 'l.Oroer e:x.ocut .?d , the LtilEinn civilians be.ve been shot . " 
U,etf . HEUB!::CK answe r ed •A1r1cht• , 

I reported this to U,otf .i:::TJBECl. because I had h.Jard the Gerlt8n 
oolcdtra talk about the fact that two Belgian nt1.le civiliana had been 
shot ae I described above . 

'! my9elf dldn ' t know en:,-thinr about tho shcottr,e.,s Lu,o.\.13a I 
personally had not seen it, nor tlid I give the ordor for it . 

I make this staterront consistirf; of t1ix pages volunt.Jrily 1w1thout 
force , three ts , orpro:n:1.seo of r .Jv;ard . 

I swear OOforo Gcd the.t ti o facts !n thhl ste.t'"~!!nt are true 
and I am pr epared to repeat their' oofcre iln:, court . 

(sicnuc.) Valer.tin 3F.F€!1'l 
JO arch 1046, 

Sworn to !lDd sub:icribul before me this 
30th day of rarc.n 1';146 , at !:ichn!l.biec.b no.11 , 
Uer . 

Xt\,.,-tiAJ-;L Sttu. ACr.Ett . 
Capt , CI,'F . 
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, •.......V!Lb./;,N L U-!.... ./3..!?.J?.ruy,________ , b,ln11 /lr&I d•ly 
sworn, make the allowing statement undtr oath : 
/dr~b · nathdem Ith trllt redll-
mllptg efngesdlwor e wur:te, mudzc die / olgende Aussage unfer Eld 

The ubove l1110 pho tographs are photozrnphs of lhe same STR H TR E. TIN 
_______me ntioned by me In my offldn vll, dofed ...J..£...!::/.11..B., Ji ..L'f.Y..l... 

Die ob igen zwel Pllotogr aph ien s/n d Ph olographlen dtsst lblgen..~.k-~.--.. 

----~~~=~- 11011 mfr in mtlner efdeutalllithen Aauoze 1enonnt, 
datiert ~~~4~9~f~__ _ _6 _ 

.!fl;J,wk~k l\t'!llio& 
t"lr61 Nam/ (vornamd Last Name (Zana.111) 

!"Ci 1u-gf./Jr{ Ls,eH 
Or1anlzatlon darlfr6 El/d O//en1l11e 

£ lnh1/I •llllrend de, El/tl -Eln,atu, 



__..!i!&.lk1<"'1.""'--"<ni:JA.W------·---- nachdem Id, ust recht
unter Eld 

The nbo11 e two photographs are photozrophs of the same 5T t? H /(o 2..J::!..B,__ 
........mentioned by me In my a///da11II, dated.....J..!?....t.:t.i.JJ..{i!....L'l..t/.,._. 

Die obigen zwtl Photograph /en slnd Photograph/en duselblgtn~..:..-~ --·-
von mfr in mtlntr tlde,atatllldletf Aauaze 1 ' nannl, 

darlut .JJL..l.!:&:.c,cc...~t:t~~d~9~f:~I~----

1kk.b &aj&>&
F/r,t Nome (Vorname) Llfll N••e (Zan1rmd 

/ <;.tG, ; rr55' R. f¼t L >f'I/H 
o,,anlzotlon darlnt El/ti O//M1IH 
Elnhdt r,~hrrnd du El/11-ElnaolzH 

EX .f'..f.?...<,j 
,...N.-H _ I 

J F.. B ~··· 
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TESTIMONX OF REV. JOSEPH BRECHT , 

:tB~i~ 
1 ~~ai~!~~~· o~rF:~~~;;1i~~h. ~~f1~~t ~~::rt-

ville, Belgium. 

Be fo r e me , ROBERT E. BYRNE, lat Lt., JAGD, 01826233 , 
I nveettgator-EXam1ner, War Crimea :9ranch, u. s . Army, being 
d u ly authorized to t1dmln1ater oaths, appeared Rev. J o seph 
BRECHT , o f Robertville, Be l gium, who was exam i ned as 
follows; 

RAY D. BI STLINE, C1v111an, appsared be f ore me as 
Reporter and was sworn in the f ollowing form: 

Q. You s wear that you will !'aithfully perform the duties 
of Reporter ln this 1nve at1gat1on now being conducted 
by me, So He lp You God? 

Reporter: I d o . 

WARN~ M, WOLFE, Private First Cl as e, 42083896, appeared 
before me as a n interpreter, and wa s sworn and questioned 
by me as f o llows : 

You s wear that you will truly interpret in this investi
gation now be ing c ondu cted by me, a nd will truly teatiry 
as to your qualif i cations as an interpreter, So Help You 
God? 

Interpreter : I do. 

Q. State your pr e s e n t a t atua . 

I nterpreter : I a m a Priva t e Fi r s t Cla s s in the U. S . Army, 
a s si gned t o Wa r Cr i me a Branoh, Un ited States Anny, APO 
63} . 

Q. . State your qual ifica ti ons as a n i nterpr et e r. 

In terprete r : I kno w, speak , und ers ta nd, transl ate and 
interpr et Oe nnan a nd Engli s h, as well as Fre noh . 
Thi s knowledge re sults from my past exper ience i n 
life , which i s a s fol lows: 

I wa s bor n in Sober nhe im , Ge rma ny, 26 March 1921 , 
and continued t o live the re un t i l 1935. During 
t hese fourteen yea r s Ge rma n W!i. S my na tive t ongue 
and wa s s poken in my home , by my f r i ends , a nd in 
school . I attended h i gh school a nd stud ied English 
tor two years . l.n Se ptember, 1935, I wen t t o Sw1t z. 
l e rla nd where I s t udied :for two years as a studant , 
ma j ori ng i n the Engl i sh and French l a nguages . I n 
Janua r y , 1939, I went t o France wh e r e I rema i ned 
until J u ly, 1941. In Augus t, 1941 , I wen t t o the 
Uni Led Sta tes where I t ook: r e si dence at Vi ne l a nd , 
New J ersey. I have l i ved i n the Uni ted Sta t es , or 
have been 1n t he Unit ed States Arm y , eve r e lnce , 
I gra duated f r om Mi l i t a ry I nt ell i ge nce in April, 
1945 , a nd was aee t gn ed to War Cr•lme s Branch a s an 
10.illerpreter in July, 1945, I am t'ul l y qua l irl ed 
t o t r an aaa.e Germa n a nd Fre nch 1n t o Engl i sh , a nd 
En3l ieh into Ge rman and French • 
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THE R£ViillEND J OSEPH BRECHT , appeared before me as a 

wt t neee, a nd hta teat1mony was reoe1ved by me through 
aa1d interpreter a:fter sa id \lfl tneaa had been awo rnby me 
under a uthori ty of Article of War 114 (Section 1586, 
Title 10, United states Code?, a s :follows; 

Q, You swear that t he evidence you shall give i n this 
1nvest1gat1on being oondu oted by me shal l be the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
So Help You God? 

A, I do, 

Qq What le your full name? 
A, BRECHT, Joseph. 

Q, What 1s your ocoupatlon? 
A, Pastor of the Church o:f et. Joseph, at Robertvllle . 

Q, How long have you lived at Robe r tvllle? 
A, Since the 13t h 01" Au gust, 19~',. but ln December of 

1944 1 was living in Wanne because I was being pur
sued by the Gestapo . 

Q , Were you at you r home i n Wanna on t he 20th o :f Decem-
ber , 1944? 

A, Yes. I had lived in wanna, since the 20th or Septem
ber , 1940. 

Q, On the 20th or December, 1944, did you have occasion 
to see men or your village executed there by the Germane? 

A, Yee . 

Q, Where were you when you saw t his executi on? 
A, In my ortice, at the wind ow. 

Q, How ma ny men d id you see executed t here? 
A, Three. 

Q, Can you give me t heraaee of t ho se men? 
A, :tee; t hey were my nei ghbors. 

Q. What were tbei r names ? 
A, :&mile Hemroulle; Leon Hemroulle and Louie Mi lbers. 

Q, Which one or t he se men was shot first ? 
A. Emile Hemroulle. 

Q , Where wa s he shot? 
A, At t he ent rance to t he cemetery, be tween the 8l,te and t he 

church, a little bit to the l eft or t he path . 

Qq Who was t he eeoond man shot? 
A , Louis M1lbera was the eeoond . 

Q, Andwhere was he shot? 
A, In my courtya rd. . 

Do you know whether the same man shot both El:nile Hemr oulle 
a nd Louie Milbare? 

A , Y. es, t he sam e map . 

Q, 

wa s t h is al s o the aam• man who ebot Leon Hamroul l e? 
A , Yea. 

Q, Do you mow whether t here wa s a nother German sol.di.er 

who brought Louis M1lbare down the atrBet fr om hi e home 
Jus t before h• waa ahot? 

Q, 

A. That I do not know. 
Hem roulle executed at exactly 
aomit t 1m11 between the ahoottng

Q, 

57 
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Q. You have previously told me that Louts M1lbera was 

shot second and Leon gemroulle wa s t he last one 
shot . Pow d o you make that d1 a t 1not 1on? 

A. They were actually shot a t the same t i me, one fal l 
ing to the right a nd t he other to the left of the 
passageway from t he str eet to my door . 

Q. Were ther e a ny Ge nnan s ol d i ers in you r house on t hat 
day? 

A. Yea. 

Q. Were a ny of t h em the r e at t he t i me or the shooting? 
A. Yea; they were eating 1n the ki tchen. 

Qq, Did you have any oonver satton with t h em at thi s time? 
A. Two or t h ree words . 

Q, Did y ou ask them any ques t i ons a bout t he shooting? 
A. No. When t he shooting began, my sister went into 

t h a k i tchen to ask the s ol d i ers who were eating t her e 
to s t op ths i r c . mratee from shoot i n g i nto t h e hal l
wa y , wh ich s he t hou ght th""Y we r e do ing. As a oon a e 
ah e told them of t he shooting they left hurried ly by 
t he back d oor, and we neve r ea w t hem a f9l in. 

Q. At t he t ime of t he shooting do you know a bou t how many 
tanks t h e re were 1n t h e village? 

A Thre e or f our at t he most. 

Q . Do you know where t hey were looa ted in the village? 
A. There were so many ta nks in our village during these 

days t hat I would not be a ble to g ive the exaot looa
ti on of the t a nks at that partioular time, but I am 
sure about t he location o f the one tank, which was 
standing in •Y own oourt yard . 

Q,q, Do you remember whether o r not t here was a tank parked 
on the right aid e of the road l eadinp toward Troia 
Pe nt a Just beyond tho house of Emile Hemroull e? 

A, Yee , now I remember. When the shooting had stopped 
I wanted to see what had ha p pened to t he men who had 
been s hot at, but I was a f raid t ha t if I wo nt on t he 
street they wou l d start firing a t me. Ther e f ore, I 
went up to t he gable where I could see through a 
small window in the direction of t he c en ter o f the 
village, and at that precise momen t I aaw a very large 
tank slowly mov ing away paat t he houae o f Dnile Hem
rou lle in the di rection of Tr oia Ponte. 

Q , Immediately after the shooting d 1.d you hear any orders 
g iven by the Germana regard ing lea ving town, or anything 
similar to that? 

A, Yee , there was s ome thi ng like an alarm g iv en. 

Q, Coul d you hea r anything t \;c.t was said at tha t time? 
A, No . They were pr oau.mo.bly m1 li tary orders . 

Q, What did the Germans do immed ia t ely after this a la rm 
was gi ven? 

A, After the alarm , the men 1mmed1atel::, hurriedly ran 
t owa r ds the center of t he village , and I s aw them 
leaving 1n the directi on of Tr oi a Pon t e. 

Q , Where d oea t h e r oad go tha t rune north ou t o f Wa nne? 
A. It leads toward stavelot. 

-3-
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Q, Would you ba able t o recogni ze t he man who shot t hese 

t h ree men you have described, tr you were to see them 
again?

A, It wou l d be ve r y di fficu l t, a s ther e were ma ny of theea 
t hin looking youngster s a r ound. Ma ybe my e l eter could 
reoognlz• him . I r emembe r t ha t my el a t e r said she wou ld 
be a ble to r e c ogni ze that dog 1r she saw h i m aga in, but 
I d on't know whether she could or not . 

Q, About how o l d did b e a ppear to be? 
A , Th e y were d irty and un shav en, bu t I would Judge h e would 

be around in t nie twent ies . 

Q, Did you eve r hear t h e name Kotzur', mentloned a r ound Wanna? 
A . No ; never. 

Q, Did you eve r he a r t he name II earsin? " 
A , No; n o name . 

Q, Di d yo u ever hear the name of a ny of t he Ge rman s ol d i er s 
who were t he re mentioned? 

A, No . 

Q. Do you k now t he deelgna t on o f t h e uni t wh1oh\ 1f8.S p resen t 
1n Wanna t ba t day? 

A , They we re ss. Tha t 1e all I know. 

Aft e r t he se t hree men you have descri bed were s hot, in 
t h e cemetery and 1n your yard, were you 8ble t o eeet the 
bodies su:ff1c1ently well to certify t ha t they were de&.d? 

A, Yes: a:ftar I had looked throu gh t h e wind ow and had seen 
that no Ge rmane were around any longer, I went d own and 
looked over t he bod1ee a t very close range to oonv1noe 
myself t ha t they were dead. 

Q, Where 'tilere these three men buried? 
A, In t he cemetery of wanna, a t t he endof February. 

Q, Af ter the men were s hot whom you saw, were they buried 
1mmediata ly? 

A, No, 

Q, Where were the bodies removed to from your yard? 
A, To the vestry of t he Church. 

Q, Ho" long did they remain there? 
A, That I don't know, because I left the following day. 

Q, Did y..:,u ev e r sea t he s e bodies a ga in be f ore t hey were 
buri ed? 

A, Yee; I saw them again in t he middle of Februa ry when I 
returned to wanna . I saw them in c offins t n theSacristy 
of the Church. 

Q, Were you able t o recognize t hese bodies at t ha t t im e 1n 
February? 

A, No ; I could not r e c ognize the bodtea because t hey we r e 1n 
c l o sed coff ins . 

'-· Did a nyo ne tell you whose bodies ware in t hese coffins? 
A, Yes ; t hose of t h e village who put the bodies in t he coffins. 

'-· How ma ny bodies were in t he sacris t y in t h e middle of 
FeOruary when you returned? 

A, There war e fo ur bodies, th ose of Eaile Hemroul le, Leon 
Hemroulle, Louie M3 l oers and Hm11 Counet. 
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A No . I had not cane back to Wanna at t he time the oorpeee 

were found. I was on t he other e1de o:r t he Meuse, a nd 
1t was still an active theater, and the Americans wou ld 
no t let anyone return t o t l:e v1c1n1 t y or wanna. 

Q. Do you know the name of t he Priest who was presen t when 
these bodie s were found 1n the woods? 

A. Jean BAHIM, a Seminarian. 

Q. Do you know where he lives now? 
A . In the vicarage at Alwaylle . 

Q. About how many German s old iers would you estimate were 
present in Wanna at the time of this killing? 

A. We didn't dare to go o u t to see how many there were in 
town, but 1 Judge approximately t hirty. 

Q. Did you ever know the names of the two s ol diers who were 
eating in your kitchen at t he time this shooting went on? 

A. No. 

Q. What kind of a wea pon did t he Gennan use when he shot 
these men? 

A. A submachi ne gun. 

Q . Did you e ver examine t he bodies to know where t he shots 
struck t hese men? 

A. The t wo in the court yard, i n the mouth . 

Q. Were they shot from t he back o r from t he f r ont, - or 
could you see? 

A. It &effl!IB to me it was from the front, bu t J wou ld not 
be able to oonfinn it. 

Q. Could you see t !iem clearly at t bs t ime o f t he shooting? 
A. I saw them falling . 

Q . About bow far away fromthem were you at t h is time? 
A. '£vice t h e length o r this r oom. 

Q. About forty feet. Which way d i d they fal l ? Did they 
tall ontheir races, or did t hey tall on the ir backs? 

A. They fell forward with their faces turnod s l i ghtly to 
ona aide, and with one arm under the head . Emile 
Hemrou lle tell flat on h i a stomach with both hand• 
stretched above his head . I did not see him fall , Wt 
I aaw him later. I could see him when he was running 
in a crouched position, but I could not see him falling, -
1 t wa s too far away . 

Did you ever see a second man come into your courtyard, 
a few minutes after t hese t wo men were first shot, and 
tire additional shots into t heir bodies to make sure that 
they were dead? 

11· 

A. No; I do n o t remember t hat. 

Q. Did you remain at t he wind ow very long after t eey were 
shot ? 

A. Maybe two o r t h ree minutes, and then I went upsW1i·s to 
look over t he village. 

Q. Could you see your yard from the upata i re window? 
A. Ye s, surely. 

Q. Where was t he soldier who shot the two men in your court 
yard standing with reference to the two civilians? was he 
in front of them or behind t h em? 
As they c~me towards my window, the was behind t hem . 
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Q• You have said that t here was a tank in your oourt yard. 

were there any Garman aold1ara near the tank, or on the 
tank at the time these two men ware shot ? 

A. Yee. 

Q. How many? 
A. I~~ or three. They were standing on the tank ,worklng on 

Could they see the ex11outlon in your oourt yard? 
Surely, becaus e they lfere ver y close onthe tank, - a'bout 
fi ve meters distant. 

Do you know what kind of a tank it was? 
A very large tank . I never saw an Amer lean tank tha t large, 
and the gun barrel was especially long. 

Was there a muzzle-brake on this gun?Q. It wa s a long t hin barrel, but I don ' t remember if it had a
A. 

muzzle-brake. 

Subscribed and awornto before me 
19 4 6 at Robertv1lla , Belgium. 

oo' 0162623' 
r- E;Y.aminar, 

war Crimea Branch, u. s. 
Army, APO 633 , 

WARNER M. WOLFE, having bean first duly sworn, deposes a nd 
ea ya that: I acted a s In t erpreter 1n t he q11eat1 oning ot th1a 
w1tneaa; t hat I truly translated all queat1ons into Franch and 
all answe rs into English; t hat I truly translated the above 
reco rd of w1 tnese I testimony to t he wi tnasa 1n French before 
he signed 1t i and t hat t h e witness t h ereupon .signed said testi-
mony tn my presence. 

Subacr1bed and awornto before •• 
Februsry , 1946, at Robertville, 

lot. Lt. JAOD 0162 6233 
Inveat1 tor-Examiner, 
War c~ea Branch, u. 1. 
Anay, APO 63} , 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

Joeeph Kirschbaum 

A PO 633, Ii i an i111,·rpr.-1c r. 1,a,ing l1tc11 t.lnly ~,..,ru , rlf' 11,,-,. uni • fa ir Ih a! Ille 111 ad u•d Enr li, I, 1ra u, la1io 11 i , 

11 lrne 1 1111 arr11r111.- , ., u,ll'ring of t l,e German u riginal or du· ~IM l r m,•,11 ,,f 

Annin HECHr 

l April l946 

hdorr RA.FHA.EL SHUMA.CKER, captain, CMP 

<'O ll! i81i ng of 4 11ugc8, in to English. 
end 2 ske tches 

I, tl1 u 11,•pomml , furth er U11 te thut I 1p c11 k Gcrn 11111 a n,I Eng li~li f11U'11II )· 1111,I ur n f ull y •tualifi,.,I 11 a an ,.. ,. ,,..,1 

1. My native tongue 1e Gennan . 

2. I loarnod English through study of the language for two 
years 1n High School , one year 1n college , and eight months or 
evening claasea, all 1n VIENNA, Austria . 

3. I have spoken English oont1nuouely since September 1939 
when I came t..o t.he Un it&d States. In September of 1941 I Joined 
the United States Army. 

4. From February until the latter part or April 1943, I 
attended .the IPW course a t Camp R1toh1a , Maryland , conducted by 
the Military I ntelligence Training Center . 

_ 5. From June 1944 until September 1945, I served continuously 
as an IPW i nterrogo.tor, in whioh oapa.c1ty I was constantly required 
to translate German into English and vice versa. 

6. Since January 1946 I have been aaalgned to the War Cr1msa 
Branch, U.S.F.E.T. aa a oiv111an Gernan-B:n~llsh interpreter. 
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I, i1r1:.:..n 1..:crn- , fi.1.·..,t ut:il.n 1..ul~ 11c.rr. 1.a e t.ht fcllow;nt.: 
&to't,ru,nt ur,c.er oethr 

~ring th1.: .. IITI. offt11,:.,he in De1,;du.'t:t,r 194.li . l Tl"S:J in the 
1st Hatoon , lltt Comi:any , Jro tiat taliou , 2d Gr6nadier P.et::in::~nt L..,J,.;,: , 

Sh.::,rtlJ •1r ior to the offenr. i ve , I co!"not re,i:-,mber the c. ate , 
...i:i tf . T1 ·c; 1.AR:J , .i:.e 111z . a~aer: tl, 6 tte 1~ ti. Cc11.J¥1n:· of which h'3 wlls the 
conr,:a nder , for en orie11tntion lecture, v,ho;:n hu tiaid th!J followincs 

"'lhis cfft>noive Y.ill bt. s. ditficuh o ·f'ar.oiva , Ycu will 
have to ficht like cood aolci fors . Yc.,u will not take any 
pri~ont>r:J of' war . Civilim,s w~.o ahvw thHJe l\ol!l on t\Je a tr-,et 
ttnd aloe ir the v.-ir.ucws will Le bumpod off .ff 

l h, Vf' rra;..• ti t: etcl, nt:1o iC:.. };>.hibi t "A.~ fo1 cL~J:ificaticn of 
tile ttLove s cene And ..;,a,.e 11, tt J:et't of :iu nt&ten,u, t , 

~.s zr.uch us 1 ceu re1..e1 ber , tl',e 11-tb Co11J1ln:i, L.AI! entered LA 
Gll:.L.:.E ill the afterncur. of tht. Hl th of Decer..btr 1 g.:,_4 . I cannot rtt. l.!a.ber 
t he orc1t!r of Ulrch , tut it fa 106:.ible t hnt P.A1.'ER wn!i traveling behi:Jd 
.. b , who t.oo t a}:~n the p l act:. of th1;. wound d ·o: 1.JU. e.o Con.ta1.y Crn_,:J.r
der . 

rne ...:r..,w cf _, tan'.: (L ',,) v·LB as follm ,;_ : 

li3che. , Heinz nnr - Pl11toon L,ador , 
Rt tf . J e.rl !:i'00-4:::Fi 
Rttf , A r,,:in !fi:;CET M 

Grn , Heinz- Ge!'hard COD..~»: 
S t rm . nfim:srncu1 
Gr r1. Erno t FLI?-:JT:.~ 
Grn . Bt3EL 
Crn . RlCHl'ER . 

iiJ3 , ,o were d riving through LA CLEIZE , I saw a church to t he 
l ef t of t he rood of adve.nce for the tanka , around "hich was a wall , en 
the righ t - ha.r,d siC.e of t:1e road wuo a hcuso . 1:. e Pet:ised the church about 
twenty rooters vrd storr&d in the l'.l"iciUlo of the rood , juo t abou t dil'cctly 
in f1·ont of the church , at the wdl to t he !art of the r ... ad !f .:in>J 
driveo in tt.o J.iroc tion of ''rot?t1~·T , Tho1·e s cc. e!)frcx1:..etely f i ftoen 
Arorican r risoners of \~r . I know t hat ttey wore prfooners of r,ar bl"'cnuse 
the)- were unerrr.Eo and ba>.l thell h&nUt clQ:Jped over their heads , I 
reCOJlize i fro:::. the h • unifor:r t;1ut the., wero ..u;cricuct:1 , As ,.e 1\ere 
Dtt..ntiins; there I d1t.1,ountoa fror:J rr~ "'.Bnzer er.d we!l looh ir1[ for f :,ul ts 
on 1: vehicle , All o f K :;.uddcm Yl.I.t'l who W33 our ple toon leoder , cere 
nnd orao r ed t he whol <:! crc,w to abvct thcao fifteen prisoner s of "fi8 r . 
llJl,lSC.iute l y ef t erwaraa he 1:,ave the ,jro,ur "ComtJ.er,ce !'iring• . ! know tha t 
our whold ere;, inclu,· in... KIJIP shot et th.Bf pri,:;onor!l of ...a r , I cannot 
rcre,.,bcr &11 tt. u sl D£,l'3 r.eai,onu , J 1.:t.1 eu n;y Bt1le,iun pistol v·i th . 08 
anuruniti on . 1;;. i .c-,ed at one cf ti':!' prfoor.ers &ri. rired,: shot..'l fror.1 -r:.y 
_p i , t el et hi m, I I.no\., I hit him us .1. oaw ni;u al ump to the t,r ountl , Then 
I :it.C; a stoprage e.nJ. I .J.:w tile other rri.,. onrrs 1'ull i nt. to t'~., ... '."'~1:-:'. _, 
'=''! .,,n·:J ..lt :::• thu ot!l.81":J , I u1.. curteiri t l:ut t he&l! rrfo cnl.ln, ;.or~ e ll 
ctuec. for I cou.l u not i1 ear 1.10enine enc. I abc did not SEtu any cne of 
th,rnt1 r,rb1cuers n.ov ing or wiHhin& after tht.½ shc.o t in t_ hE.::1 1.mded . I then 
reoun t &d IJtl ~p.; enu we drove on . 

For clarif i cstiou of thie scene , I l1tiVe t.ede e eketch , merl<.ed 
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• 
it n:hibit •a• ana it is • part ot m;y aiat811.eot. 

Thie statement coneistiD& 01 tour pagea and two sketchea 
was made volunta,:ily by me em or my own tree will, u.nintluenc.ed 
by rorce, tbreai;a. aw·ees or pJ.·om.ieee of any kind. I ewear be
rm:-e God tha't the raots euted herein. are true &DQ I am p.L·epu•ed 
t o repeat same UllQer oath in aey court of Juatice • 

.4.rmin H.1:1.iBT 

Sworn to and sub8or1.bed oefcre me 
this lat day 01 April 194b at 
~HWlsJ.SCi:i HALL, Ger. 

R•l'HUL a!W.UICFR 
Capt. CMP 

• 2 • 
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TR.N51.A.TION OF UD»m ON .l!Xl:iIBlT •.A.1 

TU il'J'Ia\VlT OF 

-'RIIINHJ;X)!II' 

D&ted 14 llaroh 194& 

1. The usembled 11th ColJIPany 

2. Pl ace of the Coq,any ComnaDier 

3, SPW 

4" Woods 

S. Small bridge 

T~'ION OJ' .L..J:OEND ON F.lHIBh' 1 B1 

TU AJ'FIDA.VlT OJ' 

llRIIIN llllllHr 

Dat od 14 llaroh 1946 ...... 
1 . B:>uae in U OIJl:LU 

2. SIW ot the 11th Cca,paD.7 

3. American priaonere 

4, Own SPW 



I, __.,A_llt1 .U!/. ___... l:f.. ~ --(;j:f__ _·~ ---- , b,lng first d• ly 
,worn.,., mak l' th e /oJ. l_owl!.Jf slu tement un du oath : 
ldl_ '11ilJ./.}l_H.J;;J;.. H...~L------_____ nnd! dem Id, trst rt dll -

m/Jfllg el11gesdl woren wurdt•, m udle die / olgende Aussnge 11n ter Eld 

Thf' .~bm, ,. twn vhntogrnp hJ nrc pholOl[rnphs of the same 6:RN HEtN.2,-~ f.l 0 
..(:x.. aA?...~ .-~..f.(__J;.......... _me t1tloned by mt In my a//ltlavlf, d at ed..L'i..J::t.f!-"l......L'f_'l_h_, 

Die ob~Cf'zu,,.J Ph otograp h- '_en sind Photozraphlen deuelblgtn.~ft....t!..t?.i.!J.. :.9£1'_f;.a/1i 
__ D. GCK~----~~-------· .. __ von mlr in mt/nu tidtulat tlldltn Aussoge 1enannt,
dar/ur . rl~ r 19i/:i/L_____-

~,/!.:1.i lZmmd 

'i?oJteo 1-,dJ;.t:__,,,e"-"---
;;,;" (Dltn1 t1rad} 

,t_l,,_~.,,Ji~fu."'_R,•LW-1-11. 
8";ga nlwllon durln,: iii,: 0~ 
Elnhtll 1t1tlhrr. nrl dtl El/t l ·Eln1alzt1 

http:oJ.l_owl!.Jf


,......il.B..r..1.u,, .. _... !::l.£..c;;....fl.r.._______ , being first dafy 

~:O:JJ.eJ!.&~~~,,?, statement under oath .. nadtdem /di erst recht-

mtJftlg eing es chwo,-en wurde, muche die / olgende Aussage unte, Eld 

The above two photographs are photographs of the Hme_..(),'TD T tf Or:1.1:f.B..B.I!i 
_/i.C. ti'I.. mentioned by me In my af/ldnvll, da/ed.....l:':./.....t:l.!i.B.,._l..'h!.b.., 

Die ob/f.e '! zwel Photograp h/en slnd Photograph/en des,e lblgen/)/j/;f_}J)!).!:lJ..~d.t. 
-;i;;/l;;;.:.e,,,.f}7i[7{Jii...... _..,...... van mfr I~ mt/nu eides,laltllch en Aassage 1enannt, 

- ~.tU -. lf44_.-,----, 
Flr,t Namt (Vorname) La,I Nome (Z.nom,J 

Swor n I, on 1ubscrfbr d br/o re me this 
____.J...."::.~ .. ,fuy of .. ....~....... .... , 194~. 

/.d; - ~-~ &v 
err admlnl:J t~;;~- -----

--~-·-·······,;~~--:-if:t~-;-···-
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H~ INZ OOiiDICKE 

13 !'.arch 194 6 Ill Sd, wiil ,i8c~, 11 11 II . G1• rrn1111 y. 

h6'ur,· WILLIA!t R . PERL , lat Lt . , M.I. 

r oru iAl ing o f fo ur 11ugc1, i1110 E nglid, . 
and two sketches 

I, th e ,l,1p o 11 c nt , fn rt l,r r ~ln lc lha l I 111e 11 k German uud E11 gli sl1 ll11c 11 1ly 1111 ,I 11111 in a n c1t p,•r t f ull y ,11111 ]i f,,. fl 

Ccriuan-Englill , iu t i, r11 r.• l 1:r h)' rf'ason o f t i, ,: followin11 11u alifi r 11 l ion~: 

l. Native t.onr;ue: Enrlieh . 
2 . Wo o ~orn i n f'HlLi,Dt:LffilA, fa . , and liv ed in tht1 l1nlt.ec:' State efro• 

1910 to 19 14. 
, . r r o,. 191'i to 1929 I 11.,e d 1n OeTl'T9ny. 
4. f'ro11 1929 until I Cllfff! overaol'e wU.h the United 0tntea Amy i n Auyua t 

of 1944, I lived in the '71 1ted 9tetee. 
, . I •tttnc:'od f"our yean of' eler.tentlll"'J eohool and eip:ht yean of eecondaey 

aohool ln Carmany. 
6 . •• Ch l o-" Jn•,errogtator with 11111 4 720, 104th r 1vidM frort nvocibe r 

19411 1.Mtil e n ~ of vor. . 
7. rro!I J.~y to Aup.is t 194, ae n ed with 'X.IX Corne CIC. 

, 8 . t ro11 A..ii u11t to Nove11bft r 19 4'.5 '!l it rvi!'d wi t h ·erU n ti•trict Inte rroga tion 
Ce n • n• • n 1n terro£a t or . 

9 . Since Novem be r 1945 I have been a u .tr ned to \'l•r 0 r ille1 J..ranch i.lSFET o.a 
a o ivilis n Gem•n- ~n gliah intit t"prete r . 

/ 
o- ~ - ~ -~ 

74. 
Swom .,,.J ' "'"" '""' ,0 l,efo,o " " ,I,;, /1 ,i , y ,, f ~ /ff/-/, 

• • s .~1wii hi1~~, l b ll. C ,•rm any. 
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I, H1:1N3 GOEDICKE , being dirst duly sworn , make the 
following statement under oath1 

During the EIFEL Offensive in DecembeL· 1944 , I was with 
the 1st Platoon , 11th O:nnpany, 2d Panzer Grenadier Regiment 
LSSAJ!. 

During the niglt fran the 15th to lbth of December 1944 , 
Oberaturmf'uehrer TOMHARDT (Bubi) as s embled the 11th Company for 
a speech ubout the offensive , in which he then said the follow 
ing, 

"Thie offens iv e i:s the one , !:.'very one of you has 
to do everything pi:lysically possible • -He will have 
the ass istance of t he Air Foroe, t he paratroopers a nd a 
s pecia l uni ti of SK.a~• We aho 11111 have any amount 
of weapons at our diapooal. There is an order not to take 
pri soners of wer; also chilians who show themselves on the 
streete or at the wi ndows , will be sho't without mercy . • 

For clarification of t his statement I have me.de a sketch , named it 
l:xh ibit 11A• end made it a part of this sta temsi t. 

On the 18th of Decembe1· 1944, around three or four o • c lock 
in the sfternoon , the 11th Company entered LA. GL~. I oa.nnot 
r emember t he order of march exactly but I do know definitely that 
Oberscbarfuehrer .KEIER wee riding directly behind us . The crew 
of our vehicle wases follows 1 

Unt eraoharfuehrer Heinz KLIPP (1st latoon L eader 
:Rottenfuehrer Armin HEX,Hl' - Driver 
Rottenfuehrer Kar l ffr£t.LNcl-l 
Sturmnann Hans DmNBffiGl!l-i 
Grenad i er l!!rns t PL I .l!.Srli2-t 
Grenadier Gu en t h.er BOE3EL 
Grenadier Wol fgang RICHTE.n 
Grenadier Heinz l.iOEDICKE 

l!~ran the crew of t he vehicl e behind me I only can rem.om ber 
the following people 1 

Oberscharfuahrer REI~ (Company Conmander) 
Rottenfuebror 3...BLOKil!: (uriver) 

When we were driving through LA GLEIZE , I saw a churc h which 
was standing on the lefthand side o!' the street it you drive 
towards sr0Ul40N1' . On the righthumd side or the street ac ross fran 
the c ll.lroh1 t here J tood a house witb e low garden Ell . We _peeeod 
t hieohurch about forty meters ond stopped in the midd.l e or the 
-,t rea t . Between the street and t h!I church there was a stone wall , 
in front or which , directly across from lW stood about twenty- r:i. ve 
to t h irty America n pn. eooers of war . The di.stan'1 e b etween our 
Ponzer am the prisoners could have been ep1roximehly JO to 35 
psceit . I saw f rom their J.mericen uniforms that th• were American 
soldiers. I saw the't they were pr ioers f>r they had their haDls 
clasped at>ove t heir heeds ani did not carry any urns . We were 
stendi.ne et this spot about three Minutea . During this time KLIPP 
wu~ called to REI.ER , After KLIPP Had returned , he ve the ,rl:'Dle 

- l -
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crew 1:he order to shoot these prisoners of war . rilCHT.ER acd 
I shot with o rifle K98. I fired three s bota into the prison
er s . However , I don ' t know bow many sbote RICHT~ fir ed. XLIFP 
shot with a n M.P i144, PLIE.Sl'm alE01 Sr.ELLNER with an M. Pi: 36 , 
DIHNBF.ttGlil-t shot with en 14.G, 42 . Hi:.CFfl' and BOE9i!I.., ea .fir as I 
can remember, did not shoot at this spot. I s iED know that 
other vehicles fired et t nose p1·1sonero . However , I don ' t Know 
who tne people were . 

I have made e akt..t oh fo'" cuarifioatiozi. of t his ubove men
tioned scene , namod it hXh i bit •B• eno. make i t a part of this 
statement. I n my estimation those people were dead after t he 
shooting had end&d for I could not hear any moaning nor could I 
s ee that any one of tne bodiee wee roov ing . Shortly afterwards 
we rece ived tne order to roove al ong on the road from REIEH , 

Thia sta,;emen'\. consist ing of fuur po.gee and two aketchee was 
nedo voluntarily by me, unit:1fluet:1oed by force , threat , duress or 
promises of any kind . 

I swear before God t hat the f aota stated he.rein are true and 
I am prepared to repeat s am e under oath in any court of justice . 

(signed) HEINZ .OEDICK& 
l J !larch 1946 

Wri'NESSID 1 

HAPHAEL &fUMACKm 
Capt CMP 

Sworn to aDi eubsorioed before me 
this.13th day of Morch 194b et 
SCHWABISCH -HALL , G.UU..ANY. 

(s i gned) WI LLlil H. PERL 
1st Lt . M. I . 0-555149 
Inves t ! gator -Examiner 
«er Crimes Branch 
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~ION OF LWEND ON 1'XHIBJT •A• 

TO il'FIDAVrr OF 

HEINZ GOl:DIUCE 

Dati,d l J Maro h 1946 

.. ..,,_ 

1. Advance r osd for the tanks. 

2 . Wood p e~h . 

3. 'l'ent of the 1st .t'latcon. 

4 . Panzer ci- 1st Group - GO::DIC.KE 

5. 6 1 7 , 8 , 9 1 10 , ll and 12 - Ve hicles of other groups 

13). BUNCm!EIM 

1 4, Place at y,hich Ob"rsturmfuehrer TOMHARW hel d the epeeoh . 

15 . Wood.a of oL.ANKcl'fl!EIM. 

http:GO::DIC.KE


TRA.16I..li.TION OF LbGEND ON liXHIBIT 1 J:1 1 

ro AF1'I.llAVIT V~' 

lD:Jli;& GO.illICKE 

Dated 13 ldacch 1946 .. "' .. 

1. 11th Compeny advancing. 

2 . Church in L4. GLEII:E. . 

3 . .t'ell of the ohurcb. 

4. .LocaUon of soldiers . 

5 . Ober.9ch arfuehrer REIER"s Panzer 

6 . li0EDICKE1 e Panzer 

7 and 8 - other Panzer s 

9. House with garden well . 

http:TRA.16I..li
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

J "·· H YI-l.lCIMA' 
a11igne1l lo War Cr imea l1n11d1, U11i 1ed S ta lea Arm)·, 

APO 633, U an in te q,reter, li •vi ng l,ecn Jul y 1worn, de1ion an(I fln le that llu: a ll ad,c,I Englid, tn11s l11io11 it 

• true anti accu r ate re ndering or the German o riginal or the ~la lcmenl u f 

Wolfgang RlWTHt 

uken un 16 April 1946 a t Sd1wiihi1d 1 ll a ll , Gern1 a 11 y, 

\," fore Robert .l!.. Byrne, lat .Lt., 1AGD 

ro 111iuingo f ~,..,,., ,.. , . ..., 11, 1,. 

I , Ilic depommt, furth er Billie that I 111eak German anti English Ou eutl y 111111 11111 foll y tl'i a lified Han eiiperl 

Germ 111-E11gli1!1 inl erpre ler by reuo n of th e fo llowing 11u a lilica tio 111: 

l . '4y natl ve tongue le German . 
2 . I le11nv"'"' t.:'1~11sh th?'CU_::!:h ::tu1y of tb.8 languo"'a t'Ol" two 

years tn Hlgh School, one year 1n oolle(TO, and o1.ght months or 
evening olaeae , sll 1n vr-:.1•·A, Auotrla. 

3. I have apoken :O.:ngliAh contlnu:>usly alnce !:teptemher 1Q39 
when I ca1J1e to the United 9to tea. In JeJ t.ember or 1~41 I Joined 
the United ,H,a to a Army . 

4. Prom Februa ry until the latter p•rt or April 1943, I rl 
attended the !Plrl' t'Ouree ot Carrrp Ritchie, l'erylan1 , conrluct.ad by .•.,,'".1~
the Military Intelligence TraininF- Cent.er . 1..; n 

5 . t-~rom June 19" until !>apt.ember 1945, I aerveO oontinuoualy 
eo an IPW 1nterroe:ator, in which capacity I waa oonatantly requireO 
t.o trenalate Carman into English and vice veran . 

5 . .i1nce Janua ry 1945 I have been aee1gned to the War Cr imea 
iiranch , U.J . F. r.. . T. aa a olvillen 0e r man- 1:.n!!li•h interpre ter . 

w~-
s.... ,.,d '"bmlb,d •• bdm "" •hi, "1./2_~ of ~ L fi'_~ _£. 

"Sd,wihl,m H, 11, Gum,.,. M ~~~"c'(L.,<J 

;i r CrlmuBnndi, r=lr ~ -
'! I 
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• 
I. WoltP,n,g RICHl'BR, having bean tirat duly aworn, upon 

oath nBke the following statement 1 

During the EI:PEL campaign in Deotmber 1944 I waa Grenadier 
in the lat platoon, 11th oompany, III (armored Bn., 2nd Panzer 
Grenadier Regiment •LSS4H•. 

In t he ni~ t ot 15th to 16th December 19li4 our OOJll>aDY 
ccmmamder Oberaturmtu.ehrer .Hei nz TCXr!HARD de.Livered about the 
following apeeon to the ass embled 11th ocmplu171 

"This coming attenaiTe wi.J.l be ot tremendoua 
importance. We will have air auperiori ty. The 
artillery will support us to the utmost and w will 
rece ive su pport by German troops who will wear 
American unitonns. 'ifben tboae people wave the ir s t eal 
b9lmets over their heads you will not shoot at theae 
people .• 

J'urtb&r moi.·a , he said that you won•t -;aka any priaone r a or 
war and you will bump att ueey t hin& that oaaea in front of 
your gum. I know ot an in.stano e in which the orJ er of Ober
aturmfuellr er TlliHART tha't no prisoners ot war will be taken , 
which M l;I carried out in the i 'ollowiog wayt On ,;ha anernoon 
ot 18,b Deoembe,,.· 1'144 we. that means the llth Canpeny-, •ntered 
LL GL.E.12.E , I mya elt am not able to rem&ber the crder or D'_l:ll"Oh 
e..aotly. However, I be.L i eTe 11. ooulcl. be ocrreot if I eay the t 
Ooer s cba r1u ebrer REDll!R drove direct ly oehiDl my SPW . The crew 
a my SP# at this time was as follows , 

Unterscharfuahrer Heinz XLD>P (ple -i:0011 l eader, 
Rottentuabrer KAJU. S! 'll.LHER 

Jr.rmin Hfl:Hl' tDriTer) 
Grenadier Heinz GOEl'IKE 
Stummann DOERMBEROER 
Grenadier &cat PLil!.Srm 
Grenadier BOH6EI.. and 
Gre11adhr Wo l fgang RJ.CHL'.ER 

45 we drove through LA. aLUZE I saw a church which was ~ur
roUDded by a wall ,; o 'the lett ~ the r out e 01 advance tor tanlm . 
On t he rightbeod side of .be .i:oad was a hous e . 'ie .PaBHd tbia 
church aboi.n; 20 met er s and s t oppea. in ,be middle ot t he road, 
A.bou" aJrecdy in i'l'ont of the church, a ~ th e wall to th e l eft o f 
,be 1'0ad, it you drive in direction of 9rOUMON1', there stocd about 
10 'tO 15 .American ,l'.l"iaoners or -.r. I know ,ba,. they were American 
prieonera ot war beom•• they were J.ml.i:ioan wiitom.s which I .Imo•, 
I •a• aol e t o see that they were priaonera of war beoauae th.tr 
carried no weapom nnd s tood there with raised ams, their bania 
olaaped behind their heada. A. ta• minut.. aft&· we bad s topped 
our p!atoon lead•r thltereob artuebrer Heinz KLIYP gaTc the order 
to bwlil) 01f t h•• priaoa..-a. 'ffitb. ,; hi.ti I want to say that be 
pve the order to the whole en•, La.ediahl7 atter b e bad gben 
tho order •Coaam.ce i-ir1Ag 1 , the•• iri.aomra nr• abo"• The 
wapom uaed b)' the individual persom I •• not aola to e.,. lXld.,. 
8D1' loDge.1·. I pera 011ally used s:, c arbine .98 and abet aoout 4 to 
5 r ounda, wbich I tired et the height ot the cht1st ot om 
priaoner. I ••• him c a • ell a• the other prieonsre alWQ> 'to th• 
groUlld, I am poait ive t het the priaoners were deed becau.ae I 

- l -
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• 
oou.ld Dct eee &DY' ot the priaontira mo•i~ ••·curd or make •DT 
noise. Ilaadiately a.f'ter thia s boo"ing wu fi.D.iebad onte:r
sobertuehrer KLIPP gaTe -C b• order t o 4r1T• oD. 

Thia etahment conaiaUDS ot ,!> pa.gee wu made b7 • 
Toluntarlly UD.intluenoed by aay dureea, tbrea\l, ooeroiOD. 
or praniees ot •JV" ld.DO.. 

I •••ar to God 'that tb• taota I b.eTe stated in tbie 
atatt1Unt are true m.d I am prepared to r•peat aan• under 
oath before any courtot juetioa. 

(aigned) Wollgang RIClfl'&l 
loo4.l9"6 

Subaoribed and sworn to before me 
this lbth clay 0.1. ~.dl 1946. 

Robert B. B:tRNE 
let Lt. J'J.GD 

• 2 • 



I , u/4.!.[i,,At.{/lc_BLcH..-r.DE,----,---- , b, 1n11 ••,,first n 
n •orp,1 rp akr the /0/./:Plflnl statement undu oath : ( ¥-
ldl __ff:d.i. .[44-n.a-fl.J..f:l)..t.£.Lc_____ nadldem /di ml r,dl/- ::.~ 
mil/Jig t·T~esct11riJrrn wurd ,•, mudl e die / olgende Aussage unter Eld ' '-' 

The nbo_:tJ. twn JJhOfngraph!J are photo1 rnphs of the ume /:tflLN,1f /Ltr fi r J6LZ.....-
..(i0£..1..J./f..E...._____ mentloned by me In my af/lda,.,11, daled..i.~---./:f,v.4..1..k..L.2.rl_, 

Die oblp rn ~'"''' Phal ograp h "en !J ind Photo1raphlen deuelb /gen(:,r(h/lDte/ttllJ z. 
i:2oLr.J lfE . von mfr In me/nu eidH,talllldun ,4-nage 1enHnt, 
datfert_..::f.a. t, 49 ¥6 · 

~ -~ (Zm•d 

1-1Ito~ ... ,u /(~q 2 ff5!i',fl
o,;.:;ulo,, d•rlft6 iu., OJJeulH 
llllltdl ,,,,.rend IIH Et/tl•El11Hl6H 



nadldem Ith uat redll
ml1jJfg elng t>sdt wortn wurde, muche die /o/gtnde Aaua1e u•ter Eid 

The (l bOvf' ,t~ n pho~'JP'ophs are photograph, of the 111me/.C,z-r'r:N Fu I &4~ 
dtttru.'N. ....... /7.£..C./iLmenlinned by me In my a//lda11ll, do/edLt.. . ..i17Jl-J _ _J_j_ff-/,,. 

Die obl1:e11 tll' i'/ Ph ot ograph len si nd Photograph/en dtu elblgen.1.£~i.t.e.a._fu~N£.L~ 
~ t. lf.i.N_~..fjJ£.(11j:;~-;/·-;f?.J von mfr in melner eldnstalllldren Auuoge 1enannt, 

atlert .3...o~J:J.¥:.. a'..£&_____. 

~~ef:lf:::;,(Zmmd 

RHII (Dt111,t1rad) 

,,ffl{,f'',11 Bi /[(fl J i.7'1 Fi fi. 
Or1anlst1llo11 d11rl111 l!.IJtl 01/end,e 
l!.l•lldl •411nnd dtl l!l/d· Eln,afzt1 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

Jo•eph K;ir•ohtaum au ignetl lo Wu Crimu Hrand1, U11itr1I S1111,,. Arm,,, 

Al'O 6:1.1, u 0 11 i11t,.q,rc ll'r, 1, aving ht'en ,lul y 8Wor 11 , ,lepo••' aml H ul r lhal 1hr 111111tf1.,,I Engli •h tran• l•tioo i1 

• true uul 1ccuntt rrmlering or the Gl'reuu1 origi111I or thr 11111em,.111 of 

il'ri tz GEBA.OER 

16 ;pril 1946 

locforc lbbert ~ Byrne. let Lt. JAUD 

!'On~istin(! of 5 Jllllfe&, into Eug li8h, 

I, the tl e 11on1:u l , further U11le t h 11t I a11c1 k Germ111 oml E ngli~h llnen ll ) uul 11n, full y ,11111lific1l 11 8 u11 c,qu•rl 

GC11m 111-E11g lbli luteqirrh:r l,y ro·118011 of tl, e following 111rn!Hintio111: 

l. My native tongue 1a German . 

2. I l•rned Engl1ab through atudy ot the language tor two 
years 1n High Bohool , one year 1n college, and e1Aht month• or 
evening ola••••, all in 1/l1iJUfA, Austria . 

, . I hlL'le s poken !i:ngl1•b cont1nuoualy a1noa !3e p t•ber 19)9 
when r came to the t.rn1ted Statea. In aept•ber or 1941 I Jolned 
th• l!n1ted St.at.. Army. 

4 . From February until the latter pa.rt or APr11 194,, I 
attended the I.PW oourae at Ca.mp f.1t oh1e, ,ary l and , conducted by 
t he Mllltary rntelllgenoa Tralnlng Center. 

5 . om June 1944 until Se ptember 1945, l aer•ed oontinuoualy 
aa an lPW lnterrosa tor, ln whloh cai:aol ty 1 waa oonetantly required 
t.o t.ranelate German into Engllah and vl oe verB& . 

6. B1noe January 1946 I have been &ea1gned t.o the war "rtmea 
aranoh, u.s.F.E. 'I. aa a o1vtltan oennan- e.np;ltah interpreter. 

d .~ 
S .. ·orn ~ml 1ulue ril,e1I to before me 1lii1 ..u ~., .. , ~ ,-.,n.l, 



• 
I , Fritz GEBAUER haTing been duly sworn upon oath U1Mke the 

following statement, 

Durins the EIP'EL oa.uu,aign in December 1944 l was Grenadier 
in the 4th platoai , 11th company, III (Arm:,red) Battalion , 2nd 
PanZ11r Grenadier Hec:iment . I.SSAH . 

In the night 15th to 16th Deou1ber 1944 , prior to the start 
of the EIFEL c~ign • O:leraturrot'uebrer Heinz TOM-1.lRT delivered a eipeecb 
to WI in which ~t ether things, be gan ua tbfl order not to 
taktt any prhonera or war, and to bW!W ott chiliue who ebow them
ulna w.t doors or windows . In:media t.ely thereul)ttl w• took ott tor 
tho camj)aigo and we drove throut;h numeroua Tillages the names of 
which I only have a dim recollection . NeYer tbeleaa , I know that we 
entered LA. GlBIZE on 18 th Dece n;ber 1944 . About fin o'clock in the 
afternoon ot this day the, following tool: place1 

It one drh'ea trOllt I.A. GLRIZE in the direction of CHENEUX, 
on t he left band aide of the ro-1 a church ia a ituated which i.e 
aurrounded by a ·"all. At thia time I would like t o s up,Plement tha t 
4 C:EW ' a ot our 11th compsny droTe together . As far ae I can remem,. 
ber tbe SFW' a were l ed by Rottenfuehrer Mu FRSU.JJTH, Unterachart.. 
uehNr HUUND, Hottentuebrer SUBI.J,CJ(l , and Onterscharfuehrer 
Walter WIELFER . I , and the tollowin& other persona • droTe i .u 
Unterscbartuehrer WlElJl'BJ,: 1 .s SPW; .Rottenf uehrer 'nleo RAUH , Gren Otto 
WALTER1 Gl'en. Eke har t SCHMIT, Gr en. Hern:ann GRar , Gr'en ,Walter KR.lt6E 0 

Gren Willi KomHEL, Gren Fritz RA.U. 

TbeH 4 abon roo n t ioned SPli ' e stopped in f r ont of t hia meut .. 
ioned wall which s urr ounded t he church , and Ulde ed as tar u I can 

remember, on the r i ght band aide of t he street, lnm!idiately in 
front ot t hia w&.11 s tood about 15 Americ an prbooer s of war with 
are raieed and bands c las11ed behi nd the i r hsaJa. I kn ow t hu.t t hey 
were America na because I kDO\,' the Amer ic1itn uniform which was warn by 
tbeae people. I a w not able to remember f urther detail• but I know 
t hat 1:n.1ddenly Untorschartuebrer \YI.l.FRR gave u s tbe order to shoot 
theae prisoners • I alao know that all persona 1n ~ S.Rf :Jhot at t hese 
priaoner s , Whi ch weapons th uy used for it I can I t sa,y tor certnin any 
longer. I ~rsonally ueud a carbi ne , 98 and fir ed 4 Dho ts . I fired iey 

tour sbota 11.t on• prhloner of war, and I aimd n t the nec k , a.n d I 
am certain that t he ma.n was dead because I s aw him falling and be 
nei ther moved nor mo ane d after be hai a lunaped to the ground , 

Imnsdia te l y thereupon we r ece hed the order to drhe o n, I 
would alao like to a ta te that before we droYe on again I as ked 
Untera c bartuehrer Wn.FBR whether the priaonera of war nre dead . He 
answered a • If cme or them i o a iU.l al.he it doesn't matter .. ba ' l l 
die alr ight• . 

j,bout an hour and a half later. 1t could haTe boen between 
7 and 8 o'clock in t he eYenbig ot toe 18th Decn'lber 1944 , we reached 
a houae s hortly before CHENE'UX which waa on tbtt left bacd s ide ottbe 
road , and opposite of which were about 4 or 5 tllJlka parbd , Direotly 
in front ot this house , therefore on the left of t he road which 
leads to CHENEUX, atood cbout JC to 40 American pri.aonera of war. 
'nleee Amer ica1Ja stood quietly , their ba.nd a claa ped behind tbd r beads 
and gaTe no ca use t ha t one s hou ld aboo t them. NenrtL• lea ft Unteraoharf .. 
uehrer Wlll'EH iasued orders to ua to aboot thaae pr bcnera, A&ain the 
whole crew ot our SFW ebot wi tb the exce ption of Theo JU.mt . P.owanr . 
o~er SFW ' a 11bot 86 well ... who wu •booting trom tbaee other SPW' • 



• 
wb.iob were parked here I a:n r.ot able to aay tor certain. Howner , 
I know that I aE,'ain tired at tbia ehooting with my Carbine,98 at one 
prieoner and at tbie occuion I tired 1'1n aboteaat this nan , I aim&d 
at the c!:i.eat and the bead ot the .lmerican and••• hi~ bei~ t:.1t and 
alu111,ping to the ground, and be didn 't lll,)Te any a.ore . 

I have prepared a sketch tor a better illuatration of 
DIY atat~nt and this ia nark.cl Doc1.1.ment •A• and attached hereto, 
Document 11.• shows the place of the shooting at. the church in U 
GLEIZE and the numbers thereon indicate1 

?b, 1, G.i.r SPI (CoJJJ1andant Uecba WIU'ER) 
2, Church ot I.A GI.EIZE 
3, Viall eurrounding the cllurcb 
4, American prieonero of war 

Further, I have prepared a second sketch which I have .-riced 
Document •B• and alao attached to my statement , Document •B• ebowa 
the place or a booting in the Ticini ty ot CHENEUX and the nwi:bere tbere
ou indicatet 

No , 1 , OJ.r SIW (Cou:rrandant Uacba WIUEFI) 
2 . Houa e in tront ot wbiob the prisoners etood 
3• American priaODera ct war 
4. German tank 

'!'hie statement consiating ot 5 pages and two aketcbe& wu 
made by mt Toluntarily. uninfluenced by dureaa , coercion , threat , or 
prolll.Eie ot reward ot any nature . 

I swear ~ God ·that the factel have atated in this statement 
are true and I am ready to repe• t e-.me before any cou.rt of juatice. 

Ir1tz GEBAUER 
16 .lpril 1946 

ROBERT X BYRNX 
lat Lt. JAGD 
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J'.,t_ /;IH!;I. vi (ii{, ct,{ I e,,J I/..,,._ e,IA /.,..OUA, M. WIV,,f2«, 
' ,_.,-·k,4-,·,.t..,...h,t!u/4. 

@~ .~·vL ,d 7(,t.t.,~•<fe"'t'l ~ ~~ f, .,a. 

Z e..,,· 0 ~,fl .,.;;,._..oc ~ r°'j4u. = 
.:......,_,, 0(.-,:,e, <lk.,Ue,,, €A-<, A:=e,1~ ~1-Ue,t 

Ku..<,,.,.-f'au.v,;e, -{I}-'/_ Ol-,A--J-'f./1 Jc, -uLe «-< 11,~ 

w-,·,_ £t-«f24df~1k,ud,Mj.:;~ 
<f2.u~, oll{!A «-tlc«<a4 OU,,,c, ,Lt,.=rlku-t e

U:,ef :T~ L17vi.au,f fl-«"'1a{ au. tl',·z p fu,,._ 

~r'fo24 5 ,,1/e,fu, r'!Mc/4 /4 ~ 
dJ<-<.,., , ~..C. o-C.v, A¼//Je £ 1,'-."~1r/a:«~e 

w~ ~jefti~ ~ ~-~l ~;,._,,, e~,1-
o{,U<A. fl i-4t, ~ ~JA!-,1,,<¼ J"./7,v '/ ~°.refo:/4 
b fl~ r~ ~~~·kh, 
~ ~ 14<. .....:.,.. Cl_, J!.L.;;_'I a',eq,~ ;;; 

CJZ~ oleA 1ti Q:.,jef,(2- ,~ ~ e,-,_ s~-
,(,,(.,(,.44<,,u ,, f ~O{_ ~ IJ/1,11 u , ,,,.,,,[ tf'tt.«.k 
~ Wt?u l/k., J:e,i,4f.c:c/l/4vt~.Ae,, L1JC<utu4.«« 

J'u W--U~e...,u '1e.,.:t.,'l'A f'~"'j ,:,,,,.tX ~ ,,f_.,4 
_,, /V> ~ ' lM..e,z W-t:t,j j,/~ /.4 d ~ e-£4,.~ 
,;{~ 4 tA.L AAA~.,/U- V--U,J~. , 
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.7Jv ,,t,,,_c..,,_ --<-<-<. . ..,£,r ~e,/.,ev,_ we,,,, Ff,e,fd,IJ.1-f.e,,,_ 
/ . 11 (f_, _,. ,, f.2. I 

4,,~ L ~ -,_,d,, /4.,~~ ~ ~ / '1-9-

V-,~ 2,,2,.,. k1--fu-~ 4e,l .12.;_ ll=dct ,i'.l'W 

1 ~ ~ ,}'d., _LoJ.e_ '-'-<-~e. S ~ H~ o..u/ 
J- !t Jtau,,,.,._ ~~ wv.4 u..{ a:, iew 
0<-<2 /4 clc',vJ r:J.:it.ce . ~ ur~ u /;-e,1~ 

~ 0£€«. Y~r 7 de.,ru. ·~ ~r.,,,d:,e.u_ ,d. ,;,{.,.,. ~ /4 /,-r,..,~ 
]J ~ ,t_,....,._ ~ <-<-v, L A,f ~,6Xl7.4f ,:;>(., e 

.J<.;u·o/4?¥-r"<-<. M Wt.tA-a.u , ~ A44. 

-d&.--4, µ e. ~/aU~ ~ :t-,·e,Ldee-, -,,d 

~·~ -<-<-<.e/4r,u4r.fkrd U-~ ~ 
1-.4,~ <½ e,., ,A~ J~ ,<U. .', h .,,a he

oJ-4,_ A u.-11.11 ~~ ~~-~,. '/r-,.tfe? 

~ .,,,,/4,4 Al..... ;;.,.,._;e/t¼ :,, -u '-« ~ ,u_,t :,,f½ 

°'-<-&., ~ ()(,., e. ,,/.,,..f ? ,,,.,,,,l)(, t7-Puvl ,U,,f c..C/ d e. 

~~ .-,d:_,/,1.(A.. 4~.Q , 

1t,,,t"-fa':. 4 ef.fA e--k-t. ~ AA-<,, -1 oi,~ 

t,-,,.,,_ Vt.... -4., ---1r.L¥ /4e.-z )f,.;,4e~P4 ,../7? l/t/ JU 

~ ~/JJW~T!.-e..~4~~~-
,t..fk-1 :J-e;7tk¼ ¼ 6)-(,e,z_ .I::1-de ~ OCe,t «,,_,, ·4fe 
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j{,,, tl:,J,{,e . J ,;., .k,..~ weu a.« ~ ,,-, 2.c./2.e. ~ . . .k.. uf'..e f ;-/JU(,~ ~io/¼-tVJt. 6){,,( (0-f!,2 

. I ,£_,, ,,e;,.,•<Uj f'i,· i>U-<<u.<<-(~-:z-s <'<-<-<-<--""2.--<~~,( J ii // 

@l.' rL Jf'~@Ce ,i.,. ~ ~ ~o/"-/ffa,{W, 
~r- h_,u,~ /feu,t~<-12 ~Le. 

,t/(A,'d.;f-_ ~efa"/4 -f-,l, ~,,.; c¼ .-{,(.~<

!An' 1. 04€ /,j /4, "j4f'Yt7u<~,e -e14cb-H&.,. 

~. ,{~ ~,,L~ ,4'~ w-,,.,_ ~ 
T-'"<--e.-,~,/f'.rr~,~0(,,,-~-U
~~p,e/t2ut~e r4d,fl-j,f rue ~ . .1'd-ef~ 

~~ . OC-r ...e,,,,,4..._ e_,:_.te_J'.:;., %J,,,.oee,_,_L-v--,. e e.-

J,·e... ~ ~o< «~,,, d:,~·a:. «~u,., er....:;_I 
/1.,(..~LI¼.<.?tat~~ 9'~ fef-4 
W·OUi- .-c.<-<---, /2. a.c.,:,, CZ.,.~·<& a,,.·-u-e «;, ·e ~~ 
f:~~r ~ --<-<-c.-,:-i_ ~1e-uut ¾o-L 
j,~-~ ef~/ AA,,'«.,/~--4d~. 

.ft4 ~ ........ ~~~..1J:,,A!-He,,._ ~ 

w-oLt:,,_,,_<-<-(i){. ...., ',d, «t:i....,IUr ~oc~ ~ A'- (j ,. 

5'~ ""-'- -~c ?~;,,~ . .7d.. .,-td., ..,,,_;_. ..._, 

~ "-«-« ~ Ou-.-,__, .......... tf?w~ '4</uz<-lj q',i,,/..,.,P{Q.{ r-'."<!. 
"'-<-L ~~ "dHJ, ~&¼WtM ~~4J,r;{,,~ 

0<.,,.....~...e<-<. ~ ~:...e,,..., 'Jf~~o<.a<¼. 

'lJ 4--?.d/e°'-<-<- :t... a..¼/, ....::........o1.. WtM..""-<......:..... ....,__,_·~ ...... R,.,,,-..., _-J~, ef--v- @Ca.+t --,',d;_, -:,4., <J- :~ .........._.~ 
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{JU,, ~ 5,,,.,.ff.,....,f:- _J.,.,.,,.,_ ,r;~ 
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Af'Ovd,, ,.:___r-1~ AtJ fi~,/4,_,_ 

~~ W7A. t-r,.-e_,,',4.,, ....::......,(,C -,;d, /4:.... 
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kfJuAAA,_L,fZAA- 4 e;wtef~reu_ fa.£ ')l',L_ 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

HARRY W. ntON u1ig11r1\ to Wu Crimr, Ur1111rf, , U11i1eol Statu Arnn·. 

APO 633, •• 111 inl f' q•rl' l<'r , lut\ing l,rrn tlnly .~v,orn, ,lf'11ou· 11ml slal,· th at the 1ll11rh<'tl E111tli f l1 tru1 ~la 1io 11 i, 

II lnll' ...-1 u :c11r11\e rendering of the German ori 11 in1I of tlu· , h teuwnt of 

FRITZ RAU 

ukenon 12 March 1946 

1,dorc RAPIIAE'l. SHU~.ACKER, Cap ta ln, CMP 

ru n1i1ti ~gn,a ? l ~ ke tr:!h'e ~,10 Eugliali . 

I, 1hc ,l ll po11c11t , fnr1her sh te 1li111 I 1peak Gcrrnnu uul Engl i~li flu e 11 1I )· 011,I 11 111 full y qu11lifi,·1l u 911 cxp..rt 

Gcr1111111•E11glitl1 l11ter11r,.ter 11 )' rcuou of til e followiug 11u 11lifie11ion9: 

1. Native tongue I Engl iah. 
2 . Wea born in FHILADELFH IA, Pe,, and lived in the United State a f r om 

1910 to 1914, 
,. Frora 19 1'-: to 1929 I live d in Germsny, 
4. From 1929 until I ca.me ov e rseas with the Unit.a d States Army in August 

of 1944, I lived in the United States . 
5 . I attended f our years of elementary school and eight years of 

sec ends r y school in Germany, 
6 , Was Ohief Interrogator with MII 4720, 104th Division from Novembe r 

1944 until end of war. 
7. From May to August 1945 served with XIX Cor p 1 CIC. 
8 . Prom Au gust to Novembe r 19 45 served with erlin Dist r ict Interrogat ion 

Cen t e r ea an interrogator. 
9 , Since Novembe r 1945 I have been assigned to Wa r Crimea Br anc h USFET ea 

e c iv ilien Oeman- En gl i eh interprete r, 

5 ,..Qrll 1ml •ul1 i1c rilrn tl to hdure me th ii 

11 Sd1wiihi11~1 11 1II , Germany. 



I, Fritz 1-ULU, being Urst duly sworn , mako the following 
statement under ooth 1 

D.irina the EIFEL offensive in Deoember 1944 I wee in the 
4th :natoon of the 11th Company , 3rd Panzer li-renadi er Battalion , 
2nd lllnzer Grenadier Heg!ment , LSSAH, During the .i...IJ'll. offensive 
RtY rank was Schuetze. Prior to the EIFEL affeneive , it was in 
the nigh't 15-16 December 1944 , the Oompacy Oairnander , Oberstu.rm
fuehrer Heinz THOMHAHI11' assembled the whole 11th Company for an 
orientation , on which ceoesion be said approxirmtely the follow
inga 

• 
11'hisccming ct'fensive is of tremendous importance . 

The reoccupation of France by us will depend upon it, 
We will have the a i d of t h e air force and we will do 
honor unto our divison. We will not have time to make 
prisoners of war and also civilians who show t hermelves 
will be bump ed off .• 

The a Oove speech woe held by TUWiARO'l' i n our bivouac area. in 
the woods of J:ILANKEl:~D.1 . For c l arU'ication I have lll6de a 
sketch which I hove ue.rkad Exhibi t 1 A• end wnicb is a. par t 
hereof . 

I remember that our part of the column left 9rAV.i:l.Ol' about 
11 o ' clock in the morning of 18 December 1944 i n the direction 
of LA. GI.EI~. To 1ey recollect ion, the order o f mare h wae aa 
follows , 

Jrd Platoon 9th Fanzer Pioneer Company 
l et PlE,toon 11th Canpeny) 
Jrd Pl a,:;oon 11 t h Company) Panzer-Grenadiers 
4th Platoon 11th Company) 

10th Company (Pm zer - Grenad i ers) 

The first s hooting I eaw wee ccmnittl!td by ttottenfuehrer Max 
FREit.,Lfl'H, 2nd Platoon • 11t h Compaey ~ After r i ding approximately 
en hour ond a half fran Sl'AVI:1.or in the d i rect i on of LA. GLEI ~ , 
we paaaed ffiUM./i.·H 1e vehicle which wee mov i ng s l owly along the 
road . I n front of a hou.ae about J O meters to t he left of the road , 
ea one drives in the direction ot LA. GLEIUE , two c ivilians , who 
were aoout 40 t o 50 y ears old , were working . I saw th«111 otop 
working , turn around end watch our vehicle s . Then I saw FREIMUl'H , 
who wa.s Bitting in the r i ght front seat of the SFW , arise , turn 
t owards the civil ians and shoot a t them. I n my op i nion , he 
l!mptied t he whole magazine , which contained 32 rounds, into t hose 
people . I oase UIY assumption on the l e ngth r:£ tim, which FREnrurH 
needed for the eb:::>ot ing . I aaw how those p eopl e were hit and fe ll 
to the grolmd . Tbio happened • hile hie v tibicl e woe IID ving a l ong 
at appr oxi mately five kilometers p « hour . I know tha t it was 
MtUl1vi.·H because I know him by a i ght and because he was a member of 
my canpaoy . I did uot see tlu:tt a vehicle s topped in order to as 
certain •beth or not those c ivilia ns we.re dead . 

I bove mad e a sketc h which I hav~ · ma.rked Exhibit •a• for 
0la.1.•ificat1on of the above statement and have made it a part hereof . 

The next eboo,ing I eaw in IA GL.t.IliE on December 18 1944 
around 5 o ' clock i n the evaning. At this time onl y ·4 SPN•s were 

- l -

http:Sl'AVI:1.or
http:9rAV.i:l.Ol
http:Oberstu.rm


driving together . Tne crew or the ~'- 1'1'a were approximately as 
follows, 

Rottenfueb.rer Max FHEDrol'H 
Grenadier Fritz GRuKNEi'IALD 

2 . SPW 

Unterscharfueb.rer RuHLA.ND 
Urenadier Harold WEDEKIND 
Grenadier AGA.1.HE 
Sturumann BA.EHR 
Grenad i e r PLI.ESrE.11 
Grenadier RI Clfl'F.n 

3• SP/I 

Rott enfuehrer ZU!LOIDKY 
Grenadier Henrich BUG 
Grenadier SCHROEDER 
Grenadier aIEl'.Z 
Unterscharfueb.rer Rudi Rt.IH.ffi 

Unte1:schart'uehrer Walter \VJ.LF, 
Rottenfuehrer Theo RA.UH 
Grenadier Otto .VAt:I'llli 
Gr~nadier Eokeherdt SCH?,UOr 
Grenadier Hermann GROTH 
Grenadier Walter KRAUSE 
Grenadier Willi RACHEL 
Grenadier Fritz 01:HBA.uER 
Grenadier Fritz 11AU 

These are all the first and surnames of the c r ew as far ae I can 
rmnember . As we ent ered LA. OLU:ZE there was fl churoh on the left
hand aide .of the road and in front of this ohuroh woe a wall and in 
fron-i; of the wall stood the 15 American prisoner8 of war . They 
were s t and ing there quiet ly in one row , their baOOa clasped behind 
their heada . I know t ha t they were Americans f or I had seen pictures 
or Ame.dean soldiers in o. magazine end fu.L'th'!nnOre , the ol der ca.n
radea i n our company tol d us . We stopped in front of th is church on 
order s of Oberechartuehrer HEIH.ER , who a"t that time was takl ne 
Company Ccmnander T014iARI11' 1 a pl ace . We backed up about five meters , 
stopped and the first prisoner of war wna a bout in line with tbe 
motor of our SPi1' about six meters to our let' t as one t r avels in the 
direction of CRENEUl{ . Tb.er e was an offic er standing on the riabthaod 
s ide of the street in front of o garden wall . I believe it was 
Untere-turmtu ehrer KDIDliRL:1&NN, to 'll'han REI HER went and held a con
versation. ,tha"t they wero talking obout I could uo t understand . 
He retur ned a ft er a few minutoo aOO gave t bo order to the Group 
Leaders to bump off the prisoners of war . Our liroup Leader , Unter
achar.ruehrer WII.l.;;R . gave the cre w of our vehicle the order to 1 ire . 
The only man in ·our crew who did not f ire at this location was the 
ur i ver , Theo RA.UH . 'NIIJ,'.lill shot about 32 rounds into the prisoners 
with the M. Pi ., lrenadier KR/u.lSE with a rifle K-98 , 5 roUDdB , 
Grenadier UaiBAUl!R , and I wi th the oame weapon , also about five 
rounds , as well as RECH.bl.. Grenadier OR0rH had an 08 pistol and 

..,_ 
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shot ayproximately 7 rounds into the r risoners . Grenadiers 
N..X.T~ and ciCd.lI.IJII sbot w1t11 the 1.1.0 . into the 1.rL.onera of war . 
I beJ.iove I h. ard JU to 40 rouods . I alao heord firi~ fran the 
vehicle in which Z&ll.O!:.CKY rode tnd also from the .::;p., of Unt.r
acharl uenror R\JH[.j\N.0 . I d id m., t see who shot but I heard an M,G , 
of Unterscbarfuebrer rlUHI...AM.Jl a $Pn Deing fired . 1mins directly 
at the heart, I fired five ahotB at three or four men . I was not 
allowed to d i smount from the veLicle and 1.o determine whether the 
people were dead out I em certain that the pr isoners of war were 
dead oec 3us e I saw tnem fell over and they no longer rooved . Hight 
after t he shooting , UlliBAUER aaked 1 ' Ar e t ney dead'i' ' and Unt er
scharfuehrer Wll.F.ER onswerd spproxima.tely 11 I t does not make any 
difference wheth~r t hey or e dead i they will die allright . • 

About 15 meter s in front or me and directly in front 0.1 Unter
acherfuehrer HvHIAND 1s Sl>d , I sew the SN of FHli.llturH right acroaa 
from the c hurch in tht.. middle of the street , The church was on the 
corner . I n fron1. 01' thi ... church stood aoout 20 to 25 American 
pri1:10r.era or war , their handa cl asped behind thei1· heads . Some or 
them were wearin3 steel helme t s , others were not • .i..bout one or t wo 
minutes afte 1· we bad s 10t those fifteen Jr i aoners of war , I aaw and 
beard how they shot from FFIED4LffH 1s vehicle into these 20 to 25 
pr i soners of war . I a l J o saw how the first people !'ell to the o-ou.OO. 
and s i nce I t hen sat down on my Se!it next. to ~he driver , my view was 
obstruc t ed by the other vehicles and t hereforv , I could not see every
thing. l b.;ard further s 1.oot i n, while I ,as sitting there end speci-
1 ically from rii'les , .M . G. 1 s snU pistols . I saw one man of this .3 
Who was s t a nding s-ec t arrl fired. This was FRr..Il,.UfH 1 the othe r s were 
res-i;in ., thei r weaporw on the to1) edge d were 1n a kueelin.:. position 
so I could r.ot recognize their aces . a s f a.r all I can remember , 
FRt.D.IDrH , in the s h 01.i of theae prisoners 0.1. war , was using a 
muchin t: ,, iato l . Ho,11 muny shots he f ired I don 1 t know . Ir.mediately 
after the i'iring had c eased , we drove on. 

I have made two aketches whic h I ha ve marked Exhibit •c• an a RJ)• 

for c lB1·ification ol' the a bove s ta:temer11; ard are mo de a par t hereof . 

Abou-i; on hour and a hal J. late1· , around b - 7 o 1clock i n the eveni ng 
of 18 December 1944 , I saw shortly before CHENll.OC , f our to f ive 18.nks 
which were s t a n<1i ng o n t he ri ~ 'l. hanct s ide of the r oad in fron t of a 
house . The houJe itselr was ::. t andin13 on the leftband s ide of the r oad . 
Directly in tront of the house stood abou t 30 to 40 American priooner a 
of war who had clasred t heir harxls behind thei r beads , some wit h , some 
withou t steel helmets . About 20 meters past the house , a sma ll road 
forked off to the left . Our four ebove ment i oned Sr'N ' s (.FREIMUrH , 
RUliI..ANJ , iEimR1md ff ILFJ-1) s topped directly in fron·~ or the hous e by 
t h e, tanks on the ri # t hand s ide of the r oad and th e prisoners of war . 
ApproxL,a t ely 20 meters e 'ITO.Y, i n A f i eld whi cn is on t he ri :;ht hand 
a id e 01 this roed fork , I mw 5 to 6 GerIOOn otfi ous s tendi ng . I t was 
dar k but occas i ona l ly when they lit a cigar~tte , I could see that t he y 
w~e mar i ng leathe:t· j ackets , Therefore , I know tha t they were~nk 
offict'lr:J but I could not recogni ze t hem. i1.1te r we h a d stood thare about 
10 minutes , H~ wen t to those officfl!'a , tal ked with them !'or about 
1.) nll nut•s , r eturned to hi..; SPH and called his group l eader s to h im . 
He t hen t alked with them for ...bout 20 minutes " ni the n the group l eaders 
returned t o t heir vehicles , Nhen our Oroup Lead•r ,t'ILFlll r eturned, he 
ae1d , "These .rr i s oners of war will have to be bumped ~ t • and he gave us 
the o:;:-aer to l ire . R.,i:;,llu.R •s Sir't' started to shoot, not only wi th r i1le3 
ond 1,,istols , bu t al s o wit h tho 20 mn . A.A, gun . 
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i.s fer as I can remelmer, 3 to 4 magazines, ts0oh with 5 
rounaa , •ere fired imo the pr i soners with this last mentioned 
clUJl . However , oll four SP ,"l' a fired . From our vehicle , eYer.:, 
body , with the excep tion of the driver , Theo .KA.UH , shot again . 
RAUH Seid to ne 1 1 1iben you shoot , ehoot accurate ly .• By this 
he meant I should not let the p eopl e s uffer am I should kil l 
t h~ instantaneously. I a imed at the heart and slDt down three . 
The other two r ounds I f ired at two America na who were lying on 
the ound wr1. thing , s o they wow.a not have to s uffer any lon~er, 
and I am sure that tney were d ead after I sho t them , Grenadier 
HmI.i!L , a" t h~ 1Jeginnin3 , fiJ:ed onl y three rounda , bu t I can r e 
m"'1!1be,· tha t he f ired two more obota at two prisoners who were 
lying on t h e ground and were at ill tl.lrning after the nai n shoo1: 1ng 
hld ended . 

Aft er appJ:~ximately 10 minutes we drov e on end l am sure thut 
a ll t nese pr isoners were deed for J. d J.d not hear anyone m::ianina 
OJ.' cryilld , nor did J. see toooe p.1. iaoners s till wr.1thingor movi ng . 

'l'o the best of my kno·dedgo , at all t htee shoo c inss mentioned 
by me, I ci:mnot recall any r eason t hat 'MJUld have given couse to 
shoot t hese people . The soldiers were s tanding there qu i e tly ani 
a i d not g ive t he i mpress i on thut they were trying to ecape . 

On 20 December 1944 , while I was in the t:tid sta tion in o castle 
between I.A GLiIZE ond srOUMONl' , I beard t he following story f ran 
urenadi er Hs iorich BUG , who during the .t.:IF- Offensive, waa riding 
in ZA.J:iLCHDKY •s SPN , •In the woods in the vicinity or too castle , 
approximately 20 meters frcm the castle , Unterscherfuehrer RUHL.AND 
bum,ped off 4 erican prisoners of war . • J:IUG t old me this and 
za..BLO.r:.CKY i n turn bad told him. Grenadier b'UO hiIMelf did not 
witness I.he shootin g . .EUU was taken p riaone.1.· toget~r wit h me but 
I have not seen him s i nce 24 Deoember 1944 . I recall tha t on 19 
December l ',144 , about 8 or 9 o 1 olock i n the morning , I recall hav ing 
seen RUHI.AN) near a houae bel ongi ng to the c os tl e with 4 or 5 Amer
i ca n pri s oners of war . I naw this as Rl!!lHEL and I were carrying 
Gr enadier Ger hard WEGEr{ER of the 11th Pltnz . Gren. Komp. into the 
cast le t o the a i d station, as he was wounded. I assume that these 
were the pri sontll"s t ha t were bumped off by RuHLA.ND . I can reiuembe r 
a nother shootin.::, whi c h occurred near a road crossing before l!LS 
DC111i" . I can remember this ro!:d cr oss ing isac tly for ther e I ,o t t o 
smoke the first American cigarettes . I al so saw a house standing 
on the corner and next to t h i a hou.;e in a pasture s tooa approxi matel y 
25 American prisoners . Before we ent e red t he curve to the l eft 
which lee.dstow!lI"ds F.NGll.SDORF, we stopped and. thut was j ust about 25 
1IJ&ters befor., the curve . We only stopped for a manent and on this 
occasion I saw an America n soldi er who W88 wounded on the t h i gh on 
th& rishthand a ide of the r oad lyi ng in a ditch . Ap im,rently he '!ittS 
in p ain for he was moaning and. e;roani ng . Unters charfuehrer 'RIU"ER 
then called Grenadier RUDOLF, e chief gunner in the 4th Platoon of 
the 11th P-_ . Gr . :IComp . and told him, 'Give him t he murcy slx>t .• 
We cu-ave on and I did not witness the shoot i ng , but I d i d hear when 
Gr enadier RuDOLF reported to Unterachorfuehrer WIU'ffi on 18 
December 1944 t hat he had carried out the order sod that he had 

s;:~d~ris oner -. Eye witnesses to t his shooting w.sre Grenadier 
HAEDLm and S turmmann El'Z71En.J:R , who were both ridin i 

the SPN with RUDOLF. For clarifi cation of the above statemen: ; 
have made three mor e exetohes , wbi oh I have markei Exhibit •b.• • 
SD.cl •u-, and wh ich are a par t hereof . • •F•' 
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Thie statement, cons isdng at 17 psges and 7 sketches 
was made by me voluntarily in my own bandwri tin • I was 
not ini'luenced by any force , dureas er threota I neither was 
I tm1,de any promises whatsoever . I ew&ar tbet the facts whioh 
I have set forth i n this statement are the truth and I am pre
pared to repeat them under oath before any court of jus tice . 

mrrz RAU 
12 March 1946 

Swor n to and a ubaoribed before 
me this 12th day of liarch 1946 
at Schw8biech Hall , Ger. 

RAPHA..liL SHUMAC,KER 
Capt CMP 

- 5 -



TRANSLA.r !ON OF UOEM> ON mtIBrr •.a.• 

TO AJ!'Ji)AVtt OF 

mrrz RAU 

Dated 12 Maroh 1946 

1 . 'ranks which were scattered in the wooda 

2 . Obnra tunnfuehr er THOMHA..1Wl' end t he canpany 

3. Hill 

4• Rivulet ·1,·itb direction 0 1 flow 

5. Village 

6 . Hill with a iDgle house 

7. Field shed 

a. Di stance from street to ahed approximately 
1 , 000-1 ..;oo met ers 

9. Hoed 

10 , Trail thro h the woods 

11, Start iDs a ireotion of the tanks 



TRAN:3.Ltu'ION OF UD.dID ON ElCtl~rr •a• 

TO il'FIUA.vrr OF 

IBIT1' lU.U 

Dated 12 March 1946 

l. Houee 

2. Gerden with two civilians 

3. Di stance !'ran garden to the rood - about 30 meters 

4, Ffil:IMUI'H 1 a Panzer 

.!:) • Zl.oL&lO:'. ' s Panzer 

6. RAUH •s Panzer 

7 • Di rect ion of mere b 



TRANSIAT ION OF L!!.01ND ON EIOiIBrr • c • 

T O AFFDlA.VIT OF 

FRJ.TZ IU.U 

Dated 12 March 1946 

1. Church 

2. Wall with prisoners 

3. HmL..AND ' a Panzer 

4. i.i\BL~KY' s Panzer 

5 . RAtlt ' s Panzer 

b . Untersturm:ruehrer KIND:El-tMA.1-.N 

7. Garden wall w1 th houa e 

8 . ~E!MU'lli ' s Panzer 

9. Direo tion of t ravel me.rob 



TRA.h.::iLATION Ol' LID.END ON E/J-1. IBIT •o• 

TO AJ'FIDA.Vn' OF 

mnz RA.U 

Dat ed 12 March 1946 

1 , Cburc h w1 th prisonere 

2 . FR.t.llru'l'H' s Panzer 

3. RUHLA.N> ' S Ponzer 
-.. 

4 . 7ABLCX:Ha t s Penzer 

5 . RAUH ' e Panzer 

b . Direc tion or march 
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1 E1TRA.WIATION OF LID.hND ON EOil.l:1ll' 

TO Ali'li'IOi\Vrr OF 

nurz RAU 

Dated 12 March 1946 

1 . Houae with priaonei·a 

2 . PREIMO!'H ' a sPW 

3. RUHLA.W 1s SPN 

4. ZABL°oCJ<Y oG Sl'1I 

5 . RA.UH' s SP-Ii 

6. Panzer offi cers 

7. Tan ks 

B. Direction of march 



TRAN,;:,i.,.A.TION O.i' LWll.NIJ ON l:XHi t:l?l' 1 F• 

TO il"F.LllA.Vll' Ob' 

rn:rrz &u 

Dated 12 March 1946 

ROAD CttUSSl N'J, BEFORE .ENl.ELSDm;F 

l. Wounded Ameri can a ol d i er 

2 . HUDOLF ' s SPN 

3 . RAOH 1s SPW 

4. Hous e, 

5. Pasture wi th about 25 priao ner s 

b . Tank 

7. Direction of march 



TRAN':li.A.TION e;i,~ L.l:iDl:.ND ON EXliIBlT 1 0 1 

TU il'J'IDAVlT O,r' 

FfHT~ RAU 

Dated. 12 March 1946 

l..A. ULEir.lE - sroUMONl' 

l. Castle 

2 .. House with fl..,HUND and the p.l.'iaonl::l'a 

3. Patlla h'o:n the road leau1.ng to the cast l e 

4. Fann 
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l •.......£8L.T.:.k.. _._...... / .A../.l.'---.,--:---:,:---- • btlnt /lrd da/y 
aworn, ma£J2.' £'.pw/qg;tatement undtr oath : 
/di . I V ____ nadldt m Id, 1r1t rtdtl-
mllfllg elngesdlworen wurde, mudle die /olgende Aaua1e •nter Eld 

The nbovr twn photographs are photograph, of the 111me 0 (}£8S711BM F V E..1:tli.. 1::1, 
/1.&.1.lllr.. I .l.tl.H.l.l.!llUl[menfloned by me In my alfldavlt, daltd___ L.&,!___t!)_tJ.fL....... L i."f.k.. 

Die ob/gen aitl Photd6raphien 1/nd Photo1r•piltt1 d1udbl1111 0/Jtr,rJu,.mfi/(l('l:C_
HCIO'& T8ombard t VOii ,,.,, ,. ,,.,,,,,, dd111l•fllldtH A....., ••••••,. 

dat11r1 12 MQc ;;. t 9# 

Swor~and subscrlb~ e 1h11 

_,d ____... dar o/.v ·::;,~-·'941. 

,t?drJ±:,P,.,c;;f£ a~ 
_.fZ.a _,1A......._ C /'1 P ·R;~r -~"' Ar• or .f,n/c, 
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(!L
Legal Fa,m No. 8 / 

l.1 AUlEDY MILITA RY GOVERNMENT COURT 
Pr0e, Exa . Noe . 

CASE RECORD. 
9, tbru 99- B 

Case No. Prosecutor LT COL BURTON F ELLIS 

:~~~/~,~diate Mil itary Court. Defence Counse l COL WILLIS .M ~ERE1TE ,!.R
•General 

Place DAC~~.1... .G.~ ... Inte rprete r 

Date ············· 194 Re porte r 
Mem bers of Courti 

.B.lllQ. GENER ~ ..!OillA!l. t .DL.IJJE! COL RAYl:OND C CONDbl! 

.C.Rl-.. n.UL .H WE~ COL A H ROef;NFELD 
COL, . ./~.Jl \!Ar.~..~.... 

.. ... COL WlLfll.ED. H ...SWI/Allll.. 

Accused ....Y.J..LE1SlN .. B.EliS.IN., El' .AL.... 

Address . ......... Sex Age 

------ -i fim Cnarg e Seco~d Charge 

Pleas 

------..1'.ALllllEl!S.lH, E'I .AI ot guilt,: 

find ings 

Previous Convictions I 

·················. ··········· ·········· ........ 194 .. 
Sentence 

Amount . 

To be pa id before .. ...................................................... 194 ... 
or in case of default of payme nt ta se rve a •furtner 
te rm of .. 
imprisonm ent. 

fin e 

Charge Sheet and Record of Te~timany are annexed here to. 

(Signature of member of court.) 

REVIEW 

Action of Reviewing 1'ulhority 

(Signature of reviewin9 Outhority) •strike ouf words not applicable. 
7H 0 MCI ,n111 , ~.,.. 

0 
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TR ~NSLATOR'S AFFIDA\iT 

George M1118r 11 uig ur 1\ 10 Wu r Crirnu B ra11d1, Un it ed S 11111ia Arm)' , 

A P O 611:J , u 1111 iutt·q,rf"tcr, having l1cc11 .July aworn, 1l1•11o~r 11ml stur,, th u1 1111• 1,1111,~1etl E11i;li~l1 trnrnlntirm i• 

it true anti occur1 lr. r cmlering o f the Germ an origi1111l o f 1hr au tr mrnt (if 

H~HBERT STOC K 

15 March 1946tukcnon a t Sd1wii l1iad1 ll a11, Germany, 

1,erore RAPHAEL SHU,...ACKER , Cap ts ln , C~P 

conai11i 11g u f 22 l' ll'jl'll, into English. 
and one eke tch 

I, tl,e 1lc110 111m t , forth er s tal e Ih a! I spea k Gcriu 111 anti l::nglid, flu e ntl y and a m full y •111 1lifi r tl u 111 c11 prrt 

Ger 111 111.£nglial1 i111upre1er l,y reuon of tl,e followin g 11ualilic11 1io111: 

1. German ta my nattvv tongue. 

2. I spent the flrat 20 years of my li fe 1n Germany and Wdnt 
to elementary and aeconda1•y school there . 

3 . I came t o the United States 1n 1928 . 

4. I had 2 years of Engl1sh in secondary school 1n Germany . 
My o ther knowledge of English has been derived from study by myself . 

5. I've been married for the past six years to a British 
subject and speak En glish continually at home . My wife does n o t 
s peak German . 

6 . I have been in the U. S. Army for the past 2-1/2 years , 
having been discharged in Noveuber 1945 and have been e mp loyed by 
the War Department as a German-English iuterpreter since January 1946. 

-t,l 
Sworu w111I 1ul11,e ril,e J lu lwfore me 1h i1 /f 11• )' uf 

4r~,.;~--0~ 
~~E7~-

.e~ C. / "7P 



AFFIDAVI ·r 

of 

Ri!RBERI' Bl' CX::K 

I , Herbert ::Jl'OCK, being first duly sworn, make the 
fol lowing statement under oaths 

Dur il'lB tho b:IFEL Offi,nsive i n December 1 944 I was a 
Sturmnann i n tho 2nd Platoon of tho 11th Pan zer Grenad i er 
Com,peny , Jrd Battalion , 2nd Panzer (Jronadier Hegiment , 
LAH. My Company Camnander was Ober turmfuohrer Hei nz 
TCUHA.RDI' . I had boon a membo1· of this company since 
September 11)44. M;y pl atoon leader wee Hauphoherfuehrer 
HENDEL . 

I have been shown a map of Centralm.u"ope , 1 1100 , 000 
o.s . , G.S ., 4416 Bonn, Sheet s . l , I have been shown a mop 
of BELGIUM and Nor theast FRAIDE , 11100 , 000 G.S . , G.S ., No. 
4436 , Ma.robe , Sheet 13 . In this stat ement al l references 
by coordi nates to towne , oroaaroeda , etc , will be taken 
f r an these maps . 

On 14 December 1944 our oompsny roached the l40nEL 
l'loods . (Bonn , 22 - 08 ) . These woods a r e near tho town of 
NE.TTE.<5'HED4 (Bonn 21 . ~ - l l ) . 

On t he nigh t of 15 December 11J44 s.t about 2330 hours , 
our Co~ any Commander had t hi:, company as sembl ed and i nf oria,d 
u.o tha t we were goi ng int o t ho offttn ai vo . Among o t her t h ings , 
h o al so tol d us tha t _pursuant t o an or der ho had rece ived 
from a bove , we would fi ght r eckles s l,y and rut hles s l y end t h&t 
no pr i soners of' war "WOuld be t a ken . Around midnight of t ho 
same ni ght we l eft t ho MOHEI.. for est and proceeded i n the d i 
r~ntion of ~ (Bonn 23-05) . I n t.he· SlW wit h mo wer e 
tho followi ng mm 1 Un1. eroc har f uehrer KANNI!N , Unt er s cherfu ehrer 
SimMl.JND , a urmna nn KU?4PF , !:turnmann BlRTHOLD, Grenad i er 
Hil.HNJ:l. , r enadi er SOr.N~OMN and Gr enadier SCHDBMANN. 

Our r oute ot marc h towards t he fron1. was through DAJll.W 
(BoDD 1.,. 4 -99. 6) , 91'ADrKlLL (Bonn u, .2-95 .3) , KRONENBaRG (BoDD 
10 •.,-97.2) , LLSC!LAG (Bonn 07.8-95 . 9) . LOSl!1'I>! (Bonn 03. 3-96 .6) . 
HONSFW:l (Bon n 96 . 8-9, . 2) 0 , Bull.LIOOEN (Bonn 9) . 2-02) . SCHOPPffi 
(Bonn 89 .3 -00 . 2 ) , 0NDll«AL (Bonn 85 ,l -00,l), THLiIK)Nr (Bonn 
83 .3-00.2) • LI""liD'(lLLE (EN..ELSDORF) (BONN 80.5 -99.3), 91'.0.VUor 
(llarohe 71.9-0l . 2) , LA GLEUE (118.rche 65 . 7-03) , CHSNIDX (lo!arc he 
63 . 7-oi.:.4 ) back to LA GLEimi: , t ttenoe to 3r0 1.MON1' {)4arobe 62 . 9-
02 . 8 ) thence to LA GLEI~ a ga i n . I n t he LA OLEI ZE..CHENEU[
srOUM,ONI' s ector we moved baok a nd f or t h f r w t own to t own and I 
do not mean t o a a y that the or der i n llh i ch we m ved oetweon t hea e 
thr oe villages nas e xactly oe gi ven obove , but i t is substan t ially 
correct . 

- l -
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We spent the niglt of lb December 1944 ins field before 
LOSiEIM, where we remained until approximately 0430 hours of 
17 December 1944 . \lie passed through HON3F.l:ID around D.iOO 
hour:J and arrived in BUJ:l..LINGEN around 0800. I remember 
that there waa en American t9180line depot in BUl:LLINlbN where 
we re!'ualed . From BUEI.LOOEN we proceeded in the direction 
of ....CHOPh.N and fran there to ONJENVAL and thence to THIRIWNl' . 
From THIRIL10NI' we travelled in a nortbwestwardly direction 
until we came out on a road leading from 14AlMEI>Y to WAlMES . 
'Kaen we reached this Yi'AILfr.S roa:l we turned to our left and 
t r avelled westwardly a few hundred meters until we came to a 
roe.d int ersection which I have located on the Bonn map above 
referred to et coordinates 81-5..02 . Fran this intersection a 
roo.d leads northwestwardly to MA.W.tEDY1 a road leads northeaet 
wardly to ,IAI)1ES 1 another rood , leads fDUthwordly to LIGNHNn.LE 
(ENJEI....:iDOO.F) and /:JI' . V H'ii . 

After ma.king a left turn et this int ersect ion to proceed 
in the direction ct' LIUUEV.IILE (J:N}i!l..SDCRF) I observed this scene, 
There was a house located on our righthand side of the road after 
rraking s l ef t. turn; there was an American truck beaded in the 
direct ion of MAL?mDJ: parked on the rood just north of the inter
sect ion; ther e was a column of about 20 Ame.i:- ican trucks on our 
rightband side of the road south or the intersection headed to
wards LIGN&JVllLE (EN...ELSJJCBF. ) I observed A..'llerican sold iers 
standing near their vehicles and eane marching towards the 
intersection with their hands uprais ed. I sew and heard no 
shoo ting at these priso ners while I was at the crossroads. We 
were there only aoout five minutes , some time between 1200 hours 
ana 1400 hours 17 Decmnber 1544 . 

From th e crossroads we trevell8d swthwardly to LIGNEUVILLE 
(EUJ.tL::iDORF) . While in LIGNEUVII.L£ (.l!.Ni.,.!!"l..SDORF) I was sole to 
knock ou t an enemy tank from whicb we were receiving f ire with 
iey- Penzerfaua t. 

Fr001 ENG.iJLSDORF we travelled in tho direction or SfAVEUJr 
flld spent the night of 17 December in a very sma l v illage jua. 
before reaching SrAVELOT . On tho mornin8 of 11:1 December 1944 we 
drove through &rA.V'Elm to LA. GLEIZE. We arri'V9d in LA. GLEIZE 
around 1400 hours. Our march column f ran SrAVll.01' to I.A GLl::IZE, 
as fa r as I recall , was as follows, 1s t .Platoon of the 11th 
Panzer Gr e nadier Com,puny followed by a pl atoon of the 10th 
Pan,;;er Grenadier Company , then several Panthers , some other 
SlW •o 1rom the 10th Panzer u-renadier Ccxnpany , then the 2 nd 
Pletoon of t he 11th Panzer urenadier Coinpan,y , then elements ot 
the 9th, 10th, Ulih and 12th Panzer Grenadier Company . I am 
mt sure about the march or der of tha vehicles behind us , exc ep t th8t 
a platoon ot the 10th Panzer Ur ena.dier Company was behind the 2nd 
Platoon of the llth Panzer Grenadier Conu>any. 

We ent ered LA. GLEIZE along the road lee.ding fran srJ.VE.t.or , 
which road is shown en a sketch I have drawn , which a ketch is 
attached hereto as Ethibit •.A.• and mal\e a part hereof . At the 
first intersection we reachtd in the town or IA GLEIZE we turned 
to our left along a at t·eet which rm>a,s o circle a round tbe 
church . A.a one travels t his stree t in the direction we were 
going , the church io on the right side of the street . There is 
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also a wall on t he rightband aide of the s treet around t he 
c emet er y t o the a ide of the church . The church , the cemetery 
and the wall are more cleu·ly shown on Exhibit •.1• attached 
hereto . I forgo,; t o mention tha t in BOELLINlEN I had chanaed 
from my SFW to t h e SFW of t he p latoon leader. At t bia time 
Rottenfuehrer Wn"l'Wlli was leading the platoon . I n this SPR 
was also Rotteni'uehrer lREIMIJl'H , SturnmallD LA.9m, Sturmmann 
NEUBA.01:R and I. ~'l.fter makins t h is left turn at the inter
section ebove mentioned there are several houses on the 
rig'1thand side 01' the street before one reachee the church . 
As we trave.Lled down this etreet I observed 10 ar l J American 
prisoners of war :Jtanding unarmed ...n f r ont of 8bout the fifth 
hous e . J'ust as we were pasoing t h e house and the prisoners 
a t a ver y low i·ate of s peod , Rotteni'uehrer WI'lT'R.ER oa id, 
•These prisoners are to be shot . • NrrTHili illlnediatezy' s hot 
into the pr i soners with his machine pistol. Then he soouted 
t o th~ r es t of us ,• sboot.• Tho res t o'f us in the SPR were 
armed with carbines, so whm WJ.TTW.ER s houted , 1 Shoot l • all 
of us opened fi re on t bi 5 g r oup of American prisoner5. We 
were truvelling aoout five ki l ometers ttn hour . I know these 
prisoners were Ame1·1cans by the u niforms i:h oy wore. At the 
t:une we shot t hem , t ney wer e une.rllll)d a rd were standing quietly 
in a group and obvi ously bad been taken ~ieoner by elements 
of the column ah!tad of us . At the tme we fired into thml 
t. hey were not attemr ting to eacape om did nothing to provoke 
the s hoo ting . Some of the g roup of American5 slumped to the 
ground , obvi ously hi i: , and as wo continued on, I noticed that 
t here was more fir ing into this s ame grou11 of p risoners rrom the 
machine gun on the SPii d i. ectly behind us . This ::,Pn' was fran. the 
10th Panzer urena::lier l.ioDJPSJ:cy' • I know this because our SFl'I was 
t he lal:J t veh icle in our p .Latoon and I know t hat the march order 
fran Sl'AVELO.l' •ru LA GLEIZE was th.at a p latoon of the 10th Company 
would follow directly behind our p latoon. 'Nhen I f ired into this 
group I took good aim a t the 1creheod of one American soldier 
~nd f irad only one s rot . He fall to th, ground and I am confi
dent t he t my aim was good a m that I killed him . The shooting 
I have j ust described took pl ac e at about 1400 ho urs 18 December 
1944 . We did not s top in LA. Gl.UU at all but continued a long 
the str eet pos t the cemetery ond t urned to our left to proceed 
i n the direct ion o f CHENEXOC . 'Ne spent t be night of 18 December 
in CH!!NI:IllC and the nex:t mrnin g returned to IA GLEI~ and 
travelled on towards BrOJMONr . We spent an hour i n the wood.a 
before S.1'0UMON1' a nd t hen travelled thro.igh the woods until .-e 
got t o t here ilro.9.d s ; ation . We arrived at t his railroad 
station around noon 19 Dec ember 1944 . In t his vicinity I 
pcrtici11at ed in an attack through t he woods with the 11th 

an...,r urenadier Company but was unable to get through as we 
were opposed by thr ee American tanka and a numerically auperior 
infanti·y force . Thee Hottenfuehror l'll'I'T\fiR r eported to Ober
aturmfuehrer I-REUSS , who was then ccmnanding not only hie 10th 
Panzer Greoadi er Company but our company ao Wi!ll because our 
Company Camnander , Oberst urmfuehre r TO RlJ1' , ba d been wounded 
in &rAVll.01' on l tl Deocmber. Oberatunntuehr~r nrn.JSS had his cp 
in o house next t o the ra ilroad sta tion . When Rottenfuehrer 

WITl'H:m returned to us he repor ted that }REUSS had told him , 
•Now the 11th Company i s going to be ' burnod up 1 (verheizt)• . 
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' 
We held our position in the woods near t his r a ilroad 

station until about 2100 houra 19 December . Then we with
drew and returned to CHl!NEttX: . We stayed in and around 
-.HENE'UX. until about 1700 hours 2 1 Decem?>or when we bad t o 
retreat to IA GL.c:Im! and we spent the night of 21 December 
in the town ot I.A GL.EIW:. At abo1J.t 1030 hours on the 
J:Wrning of 22 Decenb er I wu i n a house in LA. GLAI.ah. with 
Unteracharfuehrer SCHUMACHl::H and other men or our canpany. 
In the house next to us waa Obera turmf.\1ehrer PR&J.33 . At 
aoout this time a messenger c ..1 e f rom Obersturmruehrer 
PttWSS to Unt erachartuohrer SCHUMACHER and told OOHUMA.CHJ:R 
that he had to r eport imnediately to Obersturmfuehrer FREW,S. 
SCHuMA.CHI:;R rep lied immediately, 1Maache , Maache , 1 This ex
pression was a favorite one of Oberoturmluehrer FREUSS . By 
this expression mEUSS showed a light-hearted contempt a nd 
unconcern for the diBoomforts and aut'feringe of others . It 
was a very carimon expression of Obe.rsturmfuehrer Prio,uss and 
was used by him frequently and when any of usheBrd the ex
pression we imnediately thou ;ht of Ober s tu.nn:f'uebrer PREUSS. 
Untersoharfuehrer SCHUMACHi:l-t left and returned again in about 
ten minutes , saying , 'There a.i:·e 20 prisoners that l'llve to be 
shot on orders - - masche , ma.ache.• I t was oovi ous to all of 
te that the order could only have come from Oberaturmf'uehrer 
:RiEJSS. When Untersoh ,rluehrer SCHUMACHIB made this statement 
we were in th e cellar of the house I have referred to . Sane 
of those present in the cellar with me were Unterscharfuehrer 
./Il..F.cli , Grenadier W.'Jjl'&t , Stunn:nann D..LRNB~Gm , Stunmnann 
KUMPF , Grenadier SONN.d30RN , Grenadier HA.EHNI:L, Sturn:mann lASSEJ'J , 
Stu.rmnann NEOBA.U.1:R , 3.urumann l&\x and others whose names I do 
not recall . All of these m,,n were tran the 11th Panzer Grena
dier Com_paey .. Then Untersctnrtuehrer SOlilJMACHlli detailed five 
m:,n to shoot these prisoners . The f ive wbo were detailed were 
Sturmns.nn KUMPF armed with a carbine , Grenadier WAL'.r.ili , armed 
with a machine pistol, Grenadier SONNl!l30.nN arn:ed with a carbine , 
Grenad i er HAEHNEL er~d with a carbine and Ieyself , al so armed 
wit h a carbine. We were taken in charge by an Untersohorfuehror 
from the 10th Panzer Grenadier Canpany . I knew this Unterschar 
fuehrer by sight but not by name and l a l so knew ths t he was from 
the 10th Pan zer vrenadie.r Company . The Unterscho.r1·u ehrer led us down 
the street towards the church dnd we entered the churchyar d and 
ther e we saw 20 American pr is oners of wor lined up in ono rank 
along the inside of the wall . Thay had thei r backs to the wall 
ard were 1acing the church . Guard i ng them were men f r om the 10th 
Panzer Grenadi er Company. When we arrived . the Unterscharfuehrer 
relieved the guard detail or the 10th Panzer Ur enad i er Oan_pany . 
I t seemed customary that Obersturmfuehrer mEUSS , who wee com-

manding both the 10th end 11th Panzer Grenadier Companies at 
that time , used the men of our 11th Company for the ' dirty work~' 
There were about 20 Americana in t his group . They wore American 
uniformo end were unarmed . Ky r ecollecti on ia t ha t they had 
their arms by t heir sides end no t r diiaed but it was obv i ous 
that they had surrendered and were prisoners ot war . We took a 
pos ition in front of these p,dsonere of war ubout ten motors away , 
the five of us lining up i n one r ank feeing the Americans . The 
Untorscharfuehrer i n charge of ou.r detail atood on our left . 
Arter we wer e lined up i n thio poeiti on the Onterscb.J r fuehrer told 
ua that throe ru: i soners were t.;i be snot and he gave1 us the order 
•o;ien fire t- As I hove sa i d , the Unterscharfuehrer was on our ' 
u:treme l eft . Nsx.t to him stood Grenadier WALTEH I t hen Gren&dier 
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SONN.t:J:Kltli . then Grenadier HAEHNEL , then I, Sturmn1.tnn srooK and 
on my righ,;, Sturm:nann KUMPF. At th~ cannand , I fired tll'O 
well-ai.toed shots , one ea.ob at the 1oreb.eada of the two American 
prisoners standing directly in front of mo. As I fired , both 
of them alumpod to the gound . The Unteracharfuehrer and 
Grenadier n'ALTl!ll , bot h d whan were armed with machine pistola , 
sprayed the entire lino of American trisonera w1 th machine pistol 
f ire . I am pos itive t hat I bit the two men that I shot a't in 
their heads . We were not a llowed to approach tho victims and 
l eft when the Untorscharfuehrer told us to 1 •scram', end return 
to th1:1 house from which you cane ! " The Unte 1·scht.irruobror re
m ined there at tho scene. 

Shortly after I had returned to the cellar of the house 
previously mentioned, I r eceived an order from Unteracharfuehrer 
SCHLIMACHER to attempt to find aanething to eat . I left and re
turned. about an hour later without any food . Then Untersohor
fuehrer SCHlJMA.C~ ordered IIl!l to r eport to Rottenfuehror Wirl'WEF. , 
who was up in th e woods . I went to the woods a nd there r eported 
t o Hottenfu.ehrer WlTTNER that I wai, to be in his group . Arowid 
l .:,Oo hours ttut same day 22 December 1944 , Rlttenfuohrer WnT-RER 
called to me , saying , 11 3l'CCK 1 came with me . • I left vlith 
.rtot tenfuehrer WITI'1lcll and a few minutes later we met another 
German soldier , whose name or organ i z.e.t ion I do not know. With 
him were two unarmed American pr is oners of war. The Gorman 
eoldi er approached Rottenfuohror NirTWER , saying,•Rottenfuetll" er , 
where shal l I take these prisonere 'r• Rottenfuebrer wrrrwm t old 
him to •Beat it• and we took <barge of tho two pr isoners. At 
t liis time I was armed ·Nith my carbi ne and rlottenfuehrer NITl'W.tR 
bad his machine pistol . Ho marched theee two prisoners up the 
street 70 to 80 meters and then t o our right ap pr oximately .50 
meters to a bomb cra,;er located in a pasture. rlo ttonfuehrer 
WITI' RliR placed mo neur the bomb cr ater a ni had the two prisoners 
stand on the edge of the bomb crater , with their backs to the 
orator . I stood fac i ng the two American prisoner s about ten 
meters away . n'IT1'1ll:il. was about 10 meters to my r i ght rear , ma ki n~ 
him ebout 20 meters from the 2 Amer ican prisoners . Th 51. WITT'Nm 
sa i d , 11 Sl'OOK , you e r e goi ng to &hoo t these two prisoners or I 
om going to shoot you. 11 There.ipon I shot the two prisoners with 
DU carbine . Tb e f irst one fell d oad immediately but no t the 
second one. Then I a hot t ho secona one aga i n t hr ough the heart. 
Thi s hnppened aoout 1500 hours 22 December 1';144 , wrrrwm re
ceived wounds that same afternoon f r an shrapn el end died before 
t he 11 tter bearer s r eached him. 

On that sa.ne a fternoon, around 1700 hours , I witnessed tbe 
shooting of 6 to 8 p1· ieoners of 1'1Br with :pistols , one shot after 
another , by drivers of t he 10th and 11 th Pan.-.er 1.1renadi er Company . 
I r t"CO ni zed 4 of these men, R>ttenfuehror FRlOMUI'H, Rottenfuetir er 
Theo DU1'8CHICE , Untersc:harfuehrer SIEI:IRJND a nd Rottenfuehrer Theo 
RAtAI • The other two drivers were f r an the 10th Company end I do 
no,; know t h~ir names . This shooting took pl ac e, in the area whet'e 
the SfN •s 01' tho lOtp. and 11th Companies were parked and tbs 
drivers usually stayed c los e together am near t heir vehicles . I 
r eco¢zed three of tho men as drivers of the 11 th Company and I 
t herefore as:,umed that ,;he ot hers werei driveirs from the 10th 

Company. Also present was the Motor Sergeant ot the 11 th Company, 
Un terscharfuehrer SlC24UNU . The otbcL· men in the c,roup tMt f j red 
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were known t o me by s i ght but I d i d not know thdr names. 
I do know t h..,t they ware in the 10th Panzer Gre nadier Company . 

I spent t he night of 22 .L)ecember in my position in the 
woods. Af'ound 0700 hours 23 December I ba.prened t o pass the 
foxhole 01 Untersch t4'fuehrer KLIPP 01 the llth Panzer Gre nadier 
Comp any and heard him g ive an order to shoot 10 AmOrica.n 
priso ners of war . I saw t h eee pr i soners of war standing about 
20 meters away from KLIPP' a foxhole . They wore being guarded 
but I do not remdll.ber uy whan.. I a l so heard Untersoharfuehrer 
KLIPP ;.;ay that these prisoners were to be shot behind a house 
to wnich he pointed . Late.1.· , 1:1round noon , I s aw the bodies of 
10 America n soldiers l ying on the ~und behind the hous e to 
wh i ch . Kt.IPP had pointed . I do not know who shot these 10 men 
but I know that Unte1·echarfuehrorKLIPP had no mein from any other 
company in his group and the men JUardiog the _prisoners and 
a round him at his foxhole a t t he time he gave t he c:rder were only 
men from his gr:oup ot' t he 11th Panze1· '-'renadier Compaoy . These 
10 Amedcan eoldiera that I s aw lying on the gro und behind the 
house were dead . 

After seeing these 10 dead soldiers, I enter·od tnia same 
house uehinl which they were lying and in the hous e I saw two 
dead civiliana , each of whom was still sitting on o cheir. Both 
of these civilians were men about bO years of a g e. Later , 
Unterscht1 rf'uehrer Klr..IPP boasted that he had let eaneont:t s boot 
them. 

We left LA. GLl!.IZE on t oo , on the night of 2,3- 24 December 
1944 , going in the d irection of 1iANN.t.. 

I n further «plana-i;ion of Il\Y drawing which is marked l:!ichibit 
•A•, t ht: following informa1, ion i s g iven1 

Numerol 1 ana th~ line of arrows marks our route of march 
through LA. OLl!.lZE on 18 Dec ember 1Y44 

No . 2 - 'i'h e hous e in tront 01' whic h we shot abo u1. 10 to 1.) 
American prisoners of war around l.400 18 December 
1944 

No . 3 - The house where 81.)HlJtilil.CHcli received tho order to 
report to rn.EuSS and fran whic h the <letail ..1,.eft to 
aboot the 20 American priaoners a long the cemet ery
wall . 

No . 4 - Oberaturmf'uebrer P.ttlw::i.9 1 OP 

No . 5 - The church 

No . 6 - The lineup 01 the 20 Ame.dean p.d soners shot e 1·ound 1100 
hours 22 December l 'j44 

No . 7 - The lineup of t he Unte.1.scharfuehrer f r om the l~th 
Company and the detail from the 11th Uorupany whioh 
sho t these 20 prieoners 

- 6 -



No . 8 - !>pot wher& .nottonfuehrer /I J.41' ,1.:Jt and I met 
the uerman canrade with tho two Am13ri can 
prisoners. 

No. 9 - The route elon& which WITri'fER ond I mare bed 
t hese t•o Americans before they wore shot. 

No . 10- The bomb crat i,r •hero I shot the two American 
prisoners of war . 

No . 11- Place where I witneeeod the a booting of 6 to 8 
American priaonei·e Dy .Hottenfuehror FREIMl::rl'H , 
Rotten.fuehrer DlJI'SCHKE , Rittonfuohror RAO and 
Unterscharfuobror SIOWND . 

No . 12 - Tho foxhole af Unter scbarfueh.rer KLIPP 

No . 13 - Tho house behi nd which the 10 Amei.·icen prisoners 
were shot on orders of Untersoharfuohror KLIPP 
and the house in which I saw t h e 2 dead civiliana . 

I mke t his etatemmt voluntarily ord of my own free will . 
I have not been subj ected t o force , threats a' duress of any 
kind . No promises of reward or illlnuoi t y from prosecution have 
been n.ade tone . · 

I swear before God that the f octs in this affidavit are 
true and I am preparod to repeat them under oath i n any court 
of j ustic e . 

(signed) Herbert Sl'OCK 
15 March 1946 

Sworn to a nd suoacr i bod boforo 
mo this 15th day of ldarch 1946 
at Schwaobiach Hell, Gor . 

(signtd) RAPHUL Ei!U>IACKF>l 
Capt CMP 
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TRlmLATION QI' LlG!1a> TO Sl<KTCH URKli:D KIHIBIT •J. • ot HKRBRR'l' STCCK 

drawn Mlrch 13 t h 1946 . . . . . . . .. 
LEGEND 

l. Arrows which ahow our route through a OLEIZB on 18 December 19~4. 

2.Tbe house in tront ot wbicb we a bot about 10--15 4marioen priaonere ot 
war, at about 1400 hours 011 18 Deoamber 1944. 

J.Tho houae in wbich SC~HGR reoehed tbe order t o r eport to PRElS9 
and tram where the group left to shoot the 20 American lll'iBonera ot war 
who e iood along the oeme tary wall . 

4.oberatut. I-REtES•a c . P. 

5 . The ohurob 

6 . Tha line ot the 20 A.lnerican priaonera ot war,abot at about 1100 bov.ra on 
22 Deoember 1944. 

7.The lineup of the Unterschartuehrer tram the loth CoJIU)any and the group 
t'ram the 11 COlllPB,ny, who ebot the 20 prisoners. 

8.Spot where Rott! WI'l"IWER and I met the Genmn soldier with the t wo 
American prieoo.ere of war 

9.The road which WITTNER, I, and the two Americana took before they were 
ebot. 

10.Tbe bomb crater where! shot the 2 .American priac;mere of ~ . 

11 . Tbe apot when l witneaud the ehoot1ns ot 6..S prisoner, of war by 
Rottf . J"lSnvtH 
Rottt • D111BCHD 

• RW 
Uecba SD:G14JND 

12 • J'ox bole ot Unteracharfuebrer I<L.IPP 

1.3. The bouae behind which 10 .American prison.are or'war on ordare ot 
Uaoba KLIPP were a bot , and in wbiob I aaw thft iwo dead ciTiliaM . 
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I, ........./1..£8...li.li.B..r.:. ..........5..T..O...c.. K ... ----- . b,lng first da/y 
sworn, make th e following st.9Jt.,.m ent ~ ~g_er oath : 
t ,o . ...J.:LE..R.8$...JLL_...1..L ~ _ {..L\ ____ .. ___~ nadu/em /di mt m M -
mOjJfg efng eschworen wurdr, mudle die /o lge11 de Aussage unter Eid 

Th e t1 bovt> two photographs are photographs of the some_...f2.B..Jf...lUIJ/..ll..11...E...1 RE'li, 
....P..R.../;....t.d..~ ..S............. mentioned by me I'/ my nf/ h la11ll, dnfed...../.£... J:1.!},../3..:..L:l.~k., 

Die ob '•·t'11 11· l'i P/totogrnfJ h ·e,1 sln d Pholograp h/e11 d11sselblg1nt!B.l:l!~}J.t r.tr;bJ/:.JA'it.J:.er 
..........P..,R.E.Jl SS...................... vorr mfr in meirier eldessltlfllidr en Auuage gen annt, 
,lut /ert...::1..~d9.JiL____ . 

.____Lf.J.rm_m_11.n_o____ 
Rank (Dltnlt11rad) 

1!_"Al;,_~·'J}IJ f,c,. I¥.{./~1:t 
{hg~k~uon rtarln1 El/ti /o11u,1v: • 
Elnhtlt wlJhrtnd du El/ll·Eln,atu, 

http:r.tr;bJ/:.JA'it.J:.er


I, .•. lh:81,u,i. ..............sLoc Ir.~·--- , btlng /irsl duly 
h;:~:_::/J_~;']l;L~1t.!O:;-:ertf "" du oal trst: nnd1dem ith rtdil-

mfljJlg el flgt' sd11l'oren wurd £•, m uchc die Jolgende Ausst1ge un ter Eld 

The_ rrbov l' two photographs are ph otographs of th e samt_Y.nJ~'-.h.Mfa.e.h.c..r.:i=__ 
·---~ !.(J .. M .~ .tt.d .................. me nliMe d by me In my a/Jltlm11t, rluterl .......tr.:...M.-1.IJ.cA.. ... - ..!.L~~ 

Die ob~,:e11 .. wt•i P, otugrup h en sind Phologru11hler, tlessefblge11.Y.t1.f.f.J:.Jr.lt4r.f.tJ:.h.1t.i>: 
...........J.. J. _e!J tr.L.W.IJ..c:{ ______ ____ 1wn mir itt mcincr e/dtsstatllldrtn Auu age ge11 ur111t, 
d aant •....•.._-:!.L....Mtlr..::,,,_~.---· 

_ {/_~..P__M<. -d___.1.k!!_-'-'/1}'-'-.-
Fl;i{,«,;~t~:-;:namt) La,t Nonu (Zanamd 

Rofflt (Dlt fl•l1rod) 

-tt..~4 J., »Bf=· ~t £,#<411. 
o,,onliatlon duri~d oe,.,,,e 
Elnhtll wllhrtnd du El/11-Elnaalzea 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

11~~ig 1u-d lu \l ar Crime~ Un11rl1, Unitrd S111,-1 Arm), 

Al'O 6.13, al 1111 i11trq,rt>ler, h11vi11g been tluly - .. oru, 11!~1,o•r 11 11,I uut,• 1h11 1 tlu• a ll adu,tl Eni;lM1 lro11• latiu 11 it 

11 lrue a nd aecu ralt· re 111le ri11g of the Gtrnu n ori gi111 I of 1h r J1 11 l rnH• 11 1 of 

Paul ZW IGAR'r 

t11kcno11 11 February 1946 11 1 S,t1wiil ,i1rf1 ll ull , G,•rm1111y , 

l, cfor e WILL I AM R . PERL, let Lt., M.I. 

r o111i, 1iug S.~1d ~ aK~tc·Jeta E11.gli1li . 

I, t he 1lo110 11c 11t , further 1111 1c t l. 111 l 11w11 k Grrurnn 11 ,ul Euglisl, Hucu 11 y 111ul 11111 full y 111iulifir1l u 11 11 e~ 1u·rt 

Geriu an-Engli&li inh•rpretl!r hy reason of the fo ll owl 11 11 •111a lifi r11 1lo11s : 

1. 

1 • 

l 1 " ' l .,, ~ 



• •• 
I entered the SS in ,t.,o-Yember 1939 voluntarily and recehed 

my SS schooling in the coocentration caou> DACHAU. Fran DACHAU I wa e 
ordered tor about 10 days to tbe concentration callU) BUCnENWALD . In 
BUCHENWA.W the prieonera had to build barracks and a garage. Fran the 
concentration ca.lQ.P BUCHEN¥i'AID I again returned to the concentration 
C&.IIIP DACHAU. I have not killed or mis treated prisoners either in 
BUCHENWAID or DACHAU. I was at that time under the command of the 
TO'lENKOPFVRRBimE , 2nd TamNKOPF Regiment. 16th COJJIJ)any . 

From the concentration ca.m,p DACHAU I waa transferred in the 
middle of liBI'ch 1940 to the L.SS . A.H. to which I belong up to this time. 
S ince .rune 1941, I belonged without interruption to the same battalion. 
Thie battalion i a now called the 3rd. Since a pproximately the beginning 
ot 1943, it was called the ,3rd battalion. Thie battalion coimr.anded by 
Haupteturmf'uehrer Josef DIEJENTHA.L wae a part of the 2nd .Panzel' Grenadier 
Regt. L.SS .A.H. 

I will truthf'Ully write down what I know about the shooting 
or chiliana or prisoners ot war. In RlBSIA generally, we did not take 
any prisoners at all;. &bet ot the prisoners bad been surrounded at the 
beginning ot the war agai nst RlBSll . When the tightina became bea"Yier 
and the Ceman advance s l owed down , prisoners ot war were only taken in 
special instances . 

cri various O00u i ons we burned down whole villages with our 
blow--tor0hee. Eepecially I r emember two cases; one in t he spring ot 1943 
when we expr essly r ec e ived the order near RHA.RKOV to set a Tillage afire 
a nd •buJllp oft• a ll inhabitants •includine women and children• . When I 
say •we • I mean the third battalion which at t hat time was led by Haupt
a t urmtuehrer PEIHR. AB tar a s I kn ow be originated the order personally. 
Our battalion was, at that tim, , cut off f rom the main unit, and operated 
on its own.,eometimea here and sometimes there. l myself did not see Haupt
aturmtuebrer JEIFER 1 who was with us at that time, shoo ting at civilians. 
However, 1 t was generally known in the unit that be actively partioiJ)lated 
in t hie action. 

I saw in this village which was ot medium size ( a pproxiqta
ly 6o~Boo inhabitants) bow our battalion set the houses afire with th• 
blowtorch. I wee tank driver and m that occasion I d id not leaTe ll'G' tank. 
I et cod with my SPW at the entrance of the Tillq:e and watched the infantry
men ot our battalion runnill8 around with blowtorches and saw at least one 
who set a house afire. The Infantrymen of our battalion ran around in 
betw een the burning houses with qchine guns Rnd rifles shootins into the 
houeea. 

Another oaae which I recall exactly during which an entire 
•Ulage wae 'wiped out 1 

, took place in the eummr of 1943 durine: tbe feint 
attack on KUFBK in the BELGORlD aaetor . At that time the Intantrym,n or 
our battalion r eceived the order •Blowtorches reedy ! •. I • .icyselt 1 hear"
wben tbe colllDl.Dder ot the 9th coq,any Haupteturmt'Uahrer GUHL iesued this 
or der , and know tha t the same order was given to al l companies of the 
battalion, I don't know any J10re whether on this occa.sion it -.a eDU)baaized 
whether women and children as well had to be •bumped oft• 1 bo•nr , in 
accordance with preTioua pr ac tice, it was ap.iarent what na meant. I NW 

clearly in thie case when women with children flL'X>D8 them, caa running out 
ot the bu.rni.na bouaea and. bow they nre Dr)'ll'ed down by our men. Th• name• 
of thoee who nere s hooting: I don't know any longer , but the whole bat t alion 
participated. I, reyaelt, bowenr, did not aboot but eat at the controle 
ot m;y tank. watching. 

- 1 -
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• • 
On no occasion did I notice any resistance on tho part ot tbe 

population, nor did I aee any resistance f'rom anybody, and alao never did 
I see from any house in which we tired, the.t the tire was returned. 

This villase was a bit larger than the a:ie described betare.While 
wiPill8 out t he fi r st villase, it wu announced that an inhabitant of the 
village had shot into a truck with eeTeral Ceman wounded• In the eecond 
described case, no reasons were given . 

llter wiping out ot the second vi llage described here , our 
battalion was •rewarded• with the n&1C8 •Blowtorch Battalion• , ao.d from 
thereon our tactical symbol was the Blowtorch and renains ao up to to--de.y. 

In NORMANDY I have only onoe beard the order not to take prieonere , 
On 7 A.uguet 1944, I was the driver ot Cbenturmtuehrer Hana SCHMIDT. It 
I am not greatly mistaken, that llDI'ning Hauptsturmtuehrer DID'BNI'HAL'a 
ear-Crum was :w.nctured and Obersturmtuebrer SCHMIDT took bis pl ace , At 
that time • it was cloee t o THILLI , near CAEN - when I J)aeeed f ood to 
Obera turLllfuehrer SCHMIDT, be to l d me •Preo~bly we face nlgs:er troop -
it tbia 1e true, naturally no prisoners ot war will be taken, We will 
•give it• t o those halt-monkeys z•. I t 1e possible that ineteed ot •half
monkeya• be uaed another similar word , but that i s what we.a meant . In the 
Ell'EL offensive I only know ot one siDBh shooting and I admit to have 
abet an American prisoner ot war on t he 18th December 1944 cloee to 
4 o 'clock in the afternoon . However , although I did no t haTe an order 
to aboot thie prisoner , I was not, and am no t aware ot any wrons-do ing. I 
acted with the understanding ot &uptsturmt'uebrer DIEFENTHAL, and Ober
s turmbannfuebrer IEI.IER, in whose presence I ma.de the pr eparation tor the 
shooting , and therefore sho t the prisoner with their kno,rledge. 

we traveled on the road between two Tillages the names of which 
I don I t r ecall any mre . The vill f18e we came from was the one in which we 
bad jUBt previously euatained a hea'I')' air attack. The Tillage in the 
direction in which we droTe was the one in which the bridge was blown up 
and to which we had to retw·n later ueiDg the saa read . 

I was the driver of DIEFF.Nl'HAL' s SPii . .As well as my.u lt, on this 
SPll rode Haupta turmfuebrer DIEFENTHA.L and t he Commander Obers turmbanntuebrer 
H!IIER. ilao trave l eci on thia S P;t Unterechartuehrer t=.ul ll'ACKEUEYER ae 
well as Rottentuehrer Hane J.SS,ENMACHER. The SPN was like all Sa' 1 a • open 
and the beads of the occupe,nta extended above the aidea, in such a way that 
eTen if one ie sitting , one can aee out. In case ot firing , one IXl.l8t 'duck ' 
in order to be covered. 

I, ruyeelt , have .Prepared a sketch which gins tbe exact poei tion of 
eTe:ryone in the SlW, and I attach this sketch t o my atatement. On this 1a 
meant, 

No .l. It( dri Ter ' • s~at 
No . 2 . lbttenfuehrer ASSEN1i.l.CHER(A8at driver and radio operator) 
No.3. Hauptatu.rmfuehrer DIEJ2NI'fw. -ai tting on the bench. 
No.4. Oberaturmfuehrer IEIH!:R -ei ttine; on tL.e other bench . 
No,5 . Unterecbartuehrer 7.lCJQll.l'tEYE.R. 
No.6 , B081!"4!0 
No.7. Radio Equ:..pment. 

M tar ae I retr11mbel·, close to 4 o'clock in the afternoon, about 
1 kilometer from the Tillage in which we bad the heavy air attack, I sew 
a Panther (IS) standing on the left side of the road. 



~O ,,.., E r t=II& ,JO ME7l!H$ 

Ib88 i b l y"-----• , or i t nay have been,J: ,poeaibly 
e ven a gr-eater die tanoe behind t hie & nt her ( F5 ), on t he r i ght-band a i de 
of the r oad etood eorre SHf ' e from our ba ttalion. I drove P&Bt the SFW 1a 
and stopped about astride the Panther, on the rig ht aide or the road as 
I was ON.ered to do by Haupta t urmtuehrer DI E:FENTHAL who waa e i tting behind 
a , DIEl"BNTHl.L shouted to the commander of the Panther asking what bad 
happened and told him to pr-oceed, I do not recall the an.ewer of the 

Panther Comnander any nor e , but I know, however , that afterwards Bauptaturm• 
1'uebrer DIEJ'ENTH&L took t he nap into hb hlilld and Hau,pte t urmf'uebrer DIEl'EN
THAL ea wall u Ohare turmtuebrer FEUER looked at this map , 

While they were doiDB ao , the Adju.tant 1a SFW' approached frCUI the 
rear and calll& to a halt in between wi, approxillllte l y half a leDBth ahead 
ot ue, AJ)prm::imately at the aame tim,, I believe it waa juet ae the 
.Adjutant 1a h nzer had arriTecl, an .Amer ican Jeep whoee dr iver apperenily 
did n ot know that we were there , came driTing toward• us at a great apeed, 
One of the Tehiclee beeide ua o pened fire with the .machine gun 1 it wae 
either the .Adjutant's tank or the Panther, I dcm't know any longer which 
of the two n hiclea s tarted to shoot, however , oura di d not s hoot , 

The driver of the j eep wae a pparentl y hit and drove into t he f r ont 
of the ~jutent 1e tank , After t hat the occupe.nteof a ll vehicl es watched. 
111th c1:i-ioeity, 

Sonone, I believe it wae Unteracharf"uebrer RltEX from the Adjutant's 
tank , poaaibl.)' also one or two other s .. none of t hem f r an our tank , dis 
moun t e d and s tood around tba jeep without anything hap_pening, '1\Jere\lllon 
Haup taturmtuehrer DIEnNTHAL gave me the order, 11 ZWIOART, r e t10 ve t he Jeep .. 
we don' t ban aD)' tine•, While etil l in t he SRI I no ticed two J.nwr icana in 
the Je ep who appeared t o be e1 ther wounded or dead . l went t o the Jeep 
where Unterac hartuehrer RINEK • I renembe r With certainty that it wae hi• 
called my attention to the fact th.at au, of the AJDericans still lived e.nd 
Juat pre tended to be dead. I believe the.t thia was the driver ot the Jeep 
but I was by no meane eure. How.-er, obe waa dead e.nd ooe pretended to be 
dead. I ahouted to the living one that .., should get up, getting hold ot 
him at the same time 1n order to a bow him what I wanted • .A.tte r this tbe 
.American d iamounted tran the j eep and aa far aa I could eee be •a not 
wounded, 

I hue to s ay now that at that time I wae Tary nad at the h ericane 
for obTioua reasons, because just before , we sustained a he&Ty air attack . 

J'or that reaaon, and because I kne,r that my • UPerior Ha\llltaturm
fuehrar DIEFENl'HAL, llnd Conrrander Oheratur:ii>annfuehrer :FEUER, who waa 
also present, at least wouldn't mind if I shot the prisoner, I decided t o 
shoot him, 

I waa asked at the interroeation bow I knew that DJE1ENTH.U. and 
HUlER would iau•e, and I aaid at thia oral interrogation that I 'knew• them, 
I have been 1mg enouah in the Waffen SS to know t ho t eTen it no s pecific 
order ia iaeuad to ehoot • 011rtain iriaoner of -.r, the otticere at leut 
don't mind it, .Aleo I lCilew Obereturmbanntuehrer u a radical.$ lllUl, It 
•a• lCilown in the regiment tb&t he, before be cama t o us , waa Hll.f4ER ' a 
Adjutant and HIUILER' a right-band u:an, aleo , a lengthy explanation aa to 
whethe r I wu doing rigbt by preauming the agreeim nt of these two hi.ah 
ranking officera 1e therefo re wmeceeaary because the c i roumatanoea tbem
aelne make this agree ment a pparent, 
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well ee onb"s°~~Af~'jl! lifrli/n :."fc'b.l/i","~d'"f"i;,~brN.f~ollen
f11:.bf~l':J-~1g•:0"f~i'YP:~nt_ff.:f f:rtf.~ do anything under their eyes which 

I indicated with my band to the American that be l!!lbould go to rey 
SIW . I walked halt a step behind him. Since the JlXltt.ent we d ieoovered that 
he was alin , he held hie hande oYer hie bead until the n:oant be died . 

'!bat he wae an .Alniu'ican I recognized by b.ia J.merican uniform. Ha 
••• wearing American O. D. trousers , American canbat boots , and on bia 1leevea 
he had , a.e tar as I can remember, one or two atripea Juat like an American 
lriYate First Clua or Corporal weare, JJJ tar aa I can relll8mber, while 

dieUX>untins he did not have bis steel helmet on any l ongerJ.].so, his weapon 
nu,t ha-Ye rene.ined in the nhicle because I a m sure that I did not see a 
wea,pon Cll him , 

I stepped with the priaooer to my SFW and as tar aa I can ramem,. 
ber at the aide wher e DIE»:m'HAL and l'ACKEU,HYER eat , I said to FACREIJ;BYE.R 
• Hand me the t.1.Pi .. I shoot thia nan• • Ther eafter IPACXXU,BYER pa.seed the 
M.Pi . .A.t that t ime comrades in some ot the ·nhiclee and sane etanding 
at the the aides , shouted loudly and anoouregingly •Go ahead ..b\UllP him ott•, 
alao similar things . 

I said during ntY orel interrogation that it waa Ju.at like the 
•txIFZIG 1'.uR• , ard I was asked to explain what I mean t by that . Thie I 
will do. l'ran all aides I was watched wi th cu.rioai ty, the noise ot the 
encouraging shouting, and in between Obersturmbanntuebrar 1£IBH hollltring 
to Hauptaturmf'uehrer DlEl"ENI'lW.. repeatedly • QJ.iick - let ' s go - we don 1 t have 
any time . • 

I don ' t want to izqplicate my otficers unJua tly and therefore state 
under oath ·that this • Q.uick , Q.uiok• did not r at er to the tact that the 
pris oner had to be .!h2,l absolutely quiokly. The • Q,.lick• nuch rather referred 
to the fact that I woul d have to clear the thing up nzyeelt one way or the 
other . On the other hand, el'en it I did not receive an order to ahoot, the 
two otticers in flG'" SR/ knew exactly that I •• goine to shoot the pr isoners 
as they 414 not say anything againa t 1 t, and I bad t o aaau.me tha" I acted 
correctly. Obere~mbanntuehrer HUMU~ and Hauptaturmtuahrer Dm»n'Hil. 
watched e"f'erything e.nd I aaw both ot them looking out ot the "f'ehicle. l'U.rther
more they saw me come with th• prieoner to the SIW asking tor the M. P1 a.rd 
rec•1•1n& it. Whet that meane would ban been clear to an SS c tticer, nan 
it the crowd had not shouted at t.be same tilDII •a.uqp him ott • . 

I am rather tall and I oan look into the SPW while standin& out.. 
aid•s when I asked tor the M.P1 I sew FEI~ on the oppoei te bench, sittins 
c:n the blankets which I had •prea4 out tor him. When I uked tor the 11. Pi 
he aianced at me quickly and i mpatie:n tly anci then looked at hie map. There 
u:.iate no doubt that DIEnNI'HAL u well u IEIH:FI knew what I wu going to 
do, but both were disinteres t ed about it . Atter I recehed the me.chine 
phtol, I lad the prieoner to the edge ot the r oad iumediately behind whi c h 
tbe woods ca:11J1encod; during tliis timft , IIQ" oomE'adea called •auup him ott•, 
Bt,tore the edge of the woods, when the prisoner bad walked about J steps 
in t .rol1 t of me , I drew IIIY' sun and aimed a t his bead and I tired a burst of 
about 10-15 sbotaJ.nto his head ,..oreupon the American 1Jmiedietely fell dead . 

I took another s hort look at the body, to asaure mysel f that tba 
priaonsr waa really deed . He was already dead . lie bed a huee hol e in bis 
bead and the blood tlowed in s treams. A;,parently all rey sho ts were bi te . 
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• • 
As I shot at the American , the Ameri can went at a regular walking pace aa 
I bad t old bim to do . I admit that in the prison camp at ZUP'1'ENHAUSEN I 
had requeeted RINXK, that 1n case anybody should find out about the killing, 
be should c l aim that the American we.a shot while trying to escape • I also 

admi t t ha t the .lmerican did not make ar.y attempt to escape . 

RllllK then re rroved the watc h from the body and i trmedia te l y af t er 
t he shooting , he j oyous l y ahouted. •Now I ban at l ee.a t a wa tch• . 

Imnediately after the killing, I returned to my SlW . Tbs American 
bad.been s hot about l o u t era trao zey SHI', 

.Aa I re turned , DIB'.PEUI'lW.. a.eked me what was i nside t he Jeep . I 
replied •J.H.'nos• and thereupon be hollered at m, that I should once and t or 
all get the jeep out ot the •Y • He did not say anytbins 8bout the ahooting• 

.A.t this tima there was no bet";le noise and no other aho._,a were tired except 
mi ne , 

I couldn ' t get the j eep out or the way becauae of broken wheela 1 

whereupon DlEJENI'JW. ordered me to oome be.ck to the SPli and we pus hed 'the 
Jeep out ot t he way wi t*W' hnzere. 

I r egret that I a bot t he Jl['iaoner. 

The aioene ot the •bootins I he.Te ela o abown on the ake to h which I 
b.aTe prepared . Thia s ke tch I baTe numbered II. On tha.t No . l mana llllltber, 
No. 2 .Adju tant'• SPlli , 3 our S:FW, 4, Jeep, 5. SPW, 6. House, 7, place of ahoot.. 
ing, 

I ban Dll.de thie s tatement •olunterily, uninfluenced by tbreeta , 
torce, or promiaea and ba•e writte n 1 t d own •1th my own hand . 

I believe in God and I am aware or the illl)Ortance ot an Olth, 

I S'ffear that this statement ia the whole and pure truth, and 
oontaina ?10tbin& but the truth. 

I will r epeat this stateme nt at any t1Il8 before any court, 

(oignod) :ll,.ul ZWIG.lHT 
'fitDM8 1 SS , Ueoha. 

(aigned) liPIW!L SHUWJIOR 11 February 1946 , 
Cap t CIIP 

Sworn to and aubaoribed before ma this 11th 
day ot J'etruary 1946, at SCH'il.t.BISCH 1-w.L. 
Germany , 

W.IU.li1,I R H<l1L 
1st Lt , M.I, 0-555149 

Innetigator• KxamiMr.War Crimea Branob. tsl'ET. 

u I 
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TRANSLATION OF LEOENDON SKXrOH OF 

Fa.ul Z#IGART 

Dated 11 February 1946 .. .. .. 
SN ot SStf . DI.Ei'ENlliAL on 18 December 1944 at the time 
when I abot the American prisoner ot war . ' 

l . lltY driver ' s seat . 

2 . Rttt • ..SSli:&la.OH.iR (i.Sat . Ori'Yer & Radio Operator) 

. 3. Kett. DIEF1'>/l'HAL 

4. Obatbt. PlilPliR 

5. UScba. l!'ACKli.1.J4ElliR 

6. Baggag e 

7. Radio ~ u i p:nent 

http:SSli:&la.OH


.l!lTR&CT OF 1Jl!h1'Il FR0!.1 Bri.T&ll!Nr QI' , 

l'Bul zn=T 
Dated ll l!'obruary 1946 .. ... 

The .sc ene '1 the shooting I bave al.a, sllown on the s ketoh 
•hiob I have .irepared . Thia sk etch I have numbered II. 

No. l - &other 

No. 2 - Ad j~tant •e SPii 

N:> , 3 - OUr SPW 

No . 4 - J"eep 

N:, , 5 - SPII 

N:,, 6 - llouao 

No. 7 - :Plaoe ot sOOoting. 



I, ......l?A..11..••b-. .....b,. \M..L&:11.13.T.-_________ , btlng first d•ly 
rwori make the following statement undtr oath ; 
/ch -LJLu.L_ ~i.Q (LI" t nadrdem ldl trst ruht-
mllj)lg elng esd1woun w•urdr, nwdr c die / olg ende Aussage unler Eid 

Th e above two 11hotogrnphs are photographs of th e some O se11sr11~.f.JLE-Jfll £1\ 
_,P..$...t_f:.&.../1 ...... ,_, __ ,._menfloned by me in my af/lda11II, dnled ...l.L.. E. .l;..8.,.....1..1.!l..f?.....• 

Die o,bigcn zwel Pltotogroph len slnd Photograph/en desselblgen.D.h.~Jtu.r..rnJu1.n.tt.j.J.b.r-ct
_J!_r.._LjJ_f.. r . ;.:-,-,-,--= 1•on mlr Jr, melner eldesslolllldten Aaunge Ktnannt,d,,,;,,,.....Ll.:LJ.r.Ji.r.11../1.L_il!L.L___.. 

_ l1.~Jl.n.U!:..iY.J.A!'.til1..t.e.t ..•.....•.... 
Rank (Dient ll{rad) 

J.r:Lll r,i. ~ }AJ;l.l..,Jk•f· /,./>:-IN. 
Orga11l:a tlo11 during 1IJt l Of/~ 

Elnh r ll wlihrt nd de. El/tl-Eln&a l lU 



• • 

_ jj_~.J!..nl.e.t..~__w:Q_ 
Rank (Dlen1t1rad) 

_J_~lh, J ·"'ffA. Wr1t ½I t .ff ,OI. 
Organizatio n duriflg £f},, 0// e l,,e 

E lnhell wtJhrtnd du El/t1-Eln8U IU8 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

11oig 11e1I l o Wu Crimu Ur1111d,. Uni ll',I S1a 1r, Arm,. 

A l'O 6:l3, u 1111 i11ll'q1rr ter . having l)ecu dul y , 1oorn, ,lr 1mt c.11nd s l11lf' 11, 11 1h1• a tt 11 dwd E1,lli li f h lrm11s l111io11 h 

a lrur and nrrur11 1c re n,lcring of lli e Ger man ori l!! i11a l of 1h,• 8lll lC111cn l of 

Josef DIEFENTHAL 

lakr. 11 0 11 27 March 1946 

WILLIAM R. FERL, lat Lt •• M. r. 

16 pages, iuto English. 
sketches 

I, !he clcJJone111 , fn r llie r s l ate 1h at I s pea k Germau 111111 Eu l!! li s li flur11 1l y 11 1111 RIii fully c1 11 alili c ,I u 11 11 e,q,o-rt 

Germ1111-Englis l, int eq,r,. te r l,y r eason o f 1h e followi11g 1111111ific11 i1111s: 

1. JI)' u.U•• toagu.e ie .....,... 

2 . I baTe apolcen l..D&liah for •n• 7eara . 

,3 . I •"Ydied l:Jlaliah for t'01.1r 7eare at a e bool in VIUINl , 
Auatria . 

4. I lind in ,.ngJ.aud rr,.. •939-1940. 

S . I liTed in tha Vni"ied Statu frca 1940 until I let't the 
United StatN witn tna Alnarioen Arm)r 1D. *7 1944 . 

6 . S1.aoe '\he 4tb. or :rebruary 1946 . I eenect aa intarpreter 
• it:h the Wt1r Cr imea Branch in lf1t1abaden , U..t'DIOD.Y• 

111 Sd1wii hh d1 Jhll , Gr r111 111 y. 

l 



• • 
I , the$ ... turmbanr.fuehrP.r Josaf DIEPr..:.:THAL, wes at the 

tizoo of the EIFEL offenshe in i.econ.ber 1944 , and January 194i:; 001111.anJer 
of the 111 ArlIDrea Battelion , :C:nd 18.llzdr Crenaai£:r heei mcnt , L '""- •.:, . 1 .• 
~ bcttel.ton was assie;ned to th~ >.r~ r •J<.. croup un..;er the conL.e.nU of 

Joachin. t-E:Ja: .. ~ , then SS Ober 3 turmbunnfuehrer . 

t~ rank at thet t iire was W Hou pt8 turmfuehrl::lr , 

l , On tht:! 14th December 1%4 , betweet1 1600 end 1700 hours . e 
u.eetine took plac t: a t the corr.n.a nd post of' tho l a t SS PQnzer Resimeut 
l..!:.... . A. Ii . ir, tn.e BLArlh..~::EIIEri woods , presided by Joachim .t-~IH;R, tbm 
Obereturmbennfu~brer, in which th~ follo-.. lng ,t.ereona perticipate.i 1 SS 
Oborsturr:a,annfuohrer Joachim l EII-En , CJ Cborb turmbatnfut. hrer Von 
1,ESTERNf!AW,.\ Comzocnder of the Heavy Tank Bat tali on 501 (KCEN'IIBTIGEF1). 
SS S turmbannfuehrer i'Teruer iOE'l'SCHIE , ?hjor i<.CCH of one o f the Air 
Corps Anti -Ai rcra.ft Battallons attachod to us - thoufh he: aITiV,..d l e. t e 
as wt:111 es the SS Haupto t urmfueh r er He ns CRUH"..E the Ad ju tan t of the 
l a t SS 11mzer Regi 0;ent anll , ieyoelf . This meeting was pr eceded by a 

zme t i ng in the m:irn::.nqioura or the sa1r.e clay at which per t ic ipeted 
b0oid et1 the o n"' s rr.en tioned above - s :...: Sturll'liannfuchrer HAffiICY., an officer 
und~r the corr.r-..and of 5S Obera tu.rn:bunn f uehrer OKORZEI~ , 

Either a t this net:1t.inf in the af t ernoon liours , 01: , which 
a ppears rmr e li kely to .r::;e , fro."tl an order of the l e t SS I·onzer Regi111t.1ot , 
r eaa by me on the follooine:, day , I l earued , th3t , besc,d on the rer:it..e ntal 
eirder or the l s t SS Panzer Fiee:!i;~n t I the eneu,y rcsi/J h,nce was to be 
broken b:, terror .:nd t.bat a "'ave or panic er.d fr i~h t ba1 to pr &cecl t:. our 
trooµ, , I oc.n rennmber a i3tinctly that. it 11·as -lUOtt=C. in thi!: Ordf:lr a 
"A wave of panic and fritbt hao to prdcede o..ir troopsu . Hol'lever , I do 
not know any longer in which v,·01-de the o ..'Oer was given - to break thtJ 
oneu,y resistance thlOUeh kirror - only that this was the sense, 

2 . In the c.rurse of the 1'o llowing day , thPrefore , on :he 15 th 
.:,fDc:oember 1944 , I held a co;;ipnny COll1T.ender.!I ' 1teeting ot my own coounand 
post , 'rhe hau1· tit 1,hich I ne l d this llfletine i~ no :.anger in my memory. 
rcy coU11end pas"!; , the comuand }))st Jf t he 3rd Arrnred Battalion , 2nd 
P&n~r GrenaUer Regiment , L . SS . A ,H. was at that tin:e loca ted in a 
errall. ga r dene r ' s house south of the ?,~!SJ. woads el,out 2 km north of 
3 TE'l'Till6m.'IM. Other then no,sclf participated at th;is a esaion1 For the 
9th Company the SS Untersturrr.fuehrer l U LEIJ{E , rar the l Ott, Company 
Geo1·g lJ?EUSS thtm SS Obersturir.ruehr,:n·, SS Ober:1 turmi'ue hrer Hei nz 
Tvt,HJ,.HDT for the 11th Company , Joach im THIELE thnn SS J-tau ptschufuehre r 
fer th~ 12t:1 Comp1:tny , also lllY Adjuta nt Karl He inz 1'1.ACl'E , and the 
Caorunic& tion.:, Officer or t;he Batta.lion , ~ UntersturL1.fuc:hrer !i:IFEAUF.R . 
I am also pret t y certain , th.it~ Untersturmfuehrer ¥.INW-Rl.~~· wao 
pl'eesnt at this meeting . EefO!"e I went into the tactical d&tails of 
the offensive aheacl , I ps,ssed on to rr~ ot'fioeni the order in r eeerd 
t.o the general conduct , which l nzy-self rr>c t: i vod from the Pe.n::.er p..,gi 
ment . I tol d them that an acc:x.mt of the decisive i mportance c,f the 
ot'fe1slve ahead , it ill.lSt be f o1.1ght 1·ocklesa ly and that a we. ve of 
frigh t anct terror ru.wt. precude our troopa and that the r csistllilce 
of t.he eneu;y i s to be bruken by t e,.·ror . In thia first pe rt of my 
acldree s I Mls o saia soroo t hir13 abou t prieone rc1 or war; however , I 
do not know any longer exactly "!he t l oaid . An)·how I braue ht the 
prisoners of war in car.nection wit~ the regimentdl order receive.d abo..it 
tbt: Tm.Ve of fright ano Ler:ror which should precede us . lfo,~ever , I em 

11bsolutely certain not to have 011jd Lhtit i t woe not permitted to take 
priooners . or that the J)lisonero that would be take r. h..d t o be .;hot. . 
Thereupon I gave ;.he general ene ey eit1..at!on and t.hs p3rt.1c ular 

t/ 
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• 
v tactic tl de tail~ o~ our t1dvance . [i preJ•c..rco a ske tch of the SJ.all 

garder.cr 1 s bouoe o.nd att9.cl'. it to::~ stBttir:lflnt . Qi U-is st.etch wt:icb 
I nark Ri.• !a ueant1 

l 'l'he eJ1trance . £ a bench . J a table. 1J:. a chair . ,5_ a bench. 
~ a sto·,e . 1 a btu,cl. . ,!! & box,:! th 1:1wi tchl:<-ard, .2 a t.:itle. 

F.:issibly we set ao follows , 

0 0 0 

10 . rey position . 11 position of Oberstuc.a:fu..ihrar fffEtsS , 12 position 
0 

of Obers turmfuehrer TO.~I;T , 13 ,aaition of Unt1:rs t u..·mfuohrer .FI.ACRE, 
0 0 

1 4 position of Untero t urmfuohre r lEIC}{!: , 15 position of Hauptacha,•f 
o 

uebro1 THIE'IE , 16 p'Jaition of Utterstu1•1lfuehrez HOFBAUEP,J 

J . On tho 18th December 1944 , a bou t 1400 hourn we were str ongly attockt.d 
by Jabo::-. (attack bombe rs , Trane . Noto . ) in and before CHEI~. 01 tha 
3e11.c day 1 d rove in tqy S·:V. fron. CHE...~UX it1 direct i on to WERBOi.nt:T . Otber 
t han irc·se lt' in .~ SlW wore ; tile d1·1v-.r - 5S Unterscbarfuehr.3r !a.ul 
ZTiI'JART - then :Rot t onfuehrer; tbe rttciio-operetor - Rottenfuehrer 
J.St,FJ,f.ACP.ER, anc1 the radio-opera ior :Rottenfut;ihrer !!'liCl~Ll1EYER . Ar :iund 
1500 tours when I ..as at-out to otudy thti m-1p , l eudCen)y he~ uacbine 
gun fiJ.'e fra:r. one of tbe ve.,ides in our col\U.'.lll . I i;ut c1way ~ map 
and ordered tho driver teul Z,,'.'IGAM' , Hssd4uarters , I!I Battalion, 2nd 
r anzo r Gre nadie.r Regiment , L .S3 ,.A . H, to ato"!) . I s • w a Jeep corr.:e tot1ardo 

L.s at great npe..:d , V,hil~ it Colll8 t.ou.rds us , .:i nother vobicle of ours 
s hot a't t t"e Jeep. The Jeop then drove agtainat a l'ock which borce r ed 
the road or, the left aide , ao seen from nzy djrecti on of trsvel , wi t.b 
a crash , In the Jeep were two American so l diern or officers who 
pret"3ncled to be dead , 9ut in reality lived . However , I can no l onger 
r emember , how I knew that th£.y pr e t &nded to bEI dewd , yo t in r eality 
still lived . At tbia plac e I gav~ 1ey Orive r 1-&ul ZWWGAFi'!' the order to 
~t the Jeep out of the way , because the Jeep bloci<:ed the road , I gave 
him no order to t he effoc t whet he shoul d do with the priaoneiro . I 
did not attach any i mp®tance to the quet1tlon o f what he should do 
with tho Americen.t:i i>ut wee on l y intcr&o teu that tho r eed &bould bu 
c l eared and for t his reaiion , 1 c,mno t rer ,eu,bcr Ltny longer to-do y whet 
happened to the prisoners . I know that I ww; i mpa tient and wanted to 
proceed as qu ickly ti s possible . 1t is probable thet I ct:1.ll ed to 
ZWIGGART · ~'J.icker , '-,,.Uicker, • However , I cannot remember it any 
longer . ~for e better undera'ta11din g of point J . J of this stotement . I 
prepared a sketch c f the locality aa well es I can reu:err.ber it ,wbich 
I have marked •a•,. and by it ia moant 1 

1 . The Jtiop with t ba .Americans ,2 . A funther , J . J.n 3IW of the 
11th Ccmpany 1 ~ . J~ S!1r , 5 , Ad jutant •s S FW , £ . Tbe Roe.l wee 
bordered wh h rocks at the ) e ft flide , 7 . A house , 

From this phco it weo still about 2 kilome ters tv t he bridge 
which , bowevor was blown up a s we aeon fou11d out . As Wf; could not 
ge t f urther , we therefore acain ho.cl t o re turn on ·the san:o road:-' 

4 , )llho n I put SS Obers turmfuehr e r Georg PREUSS in for the award of 
the RitterY.l'euz ( Kh i gh t ' s Cl'oas , Trans Note) und when I stated a s one 
of the roe.sons t herefor , t hat he llJmea lf sho t un American Flyer , I 
did no t know that the Altericen flye r wee already a prisoLe r of war . ni 

I the 18th December 1944 abou t 111.00 hnuro at the village en trance at 

- ~ -
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• 
CHFJ,.~lJX , JE!org PF'Zl.GS - then Ober=i turrrfuehrer - coc~ arder or th"' 10th 
Armored Com.i:iany , Ill dattalion , ~nu }anzer Grer.eoit:r Rl'lcii:-.ent ,L • .SS.A . ~: . 
Cbllr to roo ltDU r ej,ortea beck . Kamely , UJJ t ill tnen he \li&a l o3 t, He 
ke~t hiL~e lf hicu..on i n tho noc!!e of BUF.I.l.:U :GEJ- wi th a &Ulf!ll )'ort of the 
vehicles of bis company . At this occesioa llTC et thio tin he t o l:i 
.ire " I bLUIUJed off a flyer" . r'ereby he pointsd a t pr.odoci Arrerics.P tlying 
J)anta or a co,.,bine tion suit , whic;h he wore at •:his ti ln:l' end had not 
worn previous ly. SS Obersturmtuohror FREI.ES rdated to l"..c hereby the t he 
r.ho t the An:-ericon flyer fro:r, whorn t hia Pif'ce or c l othirig or i gine. t ed - in 
battle . He r el ateL. that the .Atrerican f lyer uet hid J~ n in a tre~ and 
juml)t!d him (ffi-:USS ) unoxpect~dly . Thereupon ho (FRLLSS) shot th e 
flyor in pres enctJ of l{)ind in verita bl e c l ose coP,bet . It is also poee 
iblu tha t S.S Obe r s turrrfuahr"r Fld!.1JSS related et t his occasion that he 
hill'.bt'l lf ( Fm.1.JSS) wat:1 bi dde n in a tree end t hat he t here by sorI2how was 
ottac ked by the flyer . The par Licu ls1•0 o f PR!:..l.SS ' e repor t I no longer 
r en.t.tflber . Jn any CM e I do knC"IW that he rala t ed to me that he got 
thia American suit f'rom an Americon flyer \then. be hh:eelf had .Jhot 
after eitl::er be ( PREUSS) jun.pad tr.e flyer une:i..pected ly or the flyer 
him. I did not doubt the accuracy of this , SS Obersturrnfuehrer' 
Pm.'"USS ' s s taton:ent end th er efore \1hon I put him in for the a•.ard or 
tho Ri t terkreuz bdtweeo Christmas 1944 and !-~ew Year 44/45 I gave the 
s hoo tin t o f t hb flyer as ono of the r eaaona frorn wh ich tbe bravery 
pt &,; Ober:1turmf'uehrer FllliTES wee apparent . 

I ma<l e this statemen t volun t arily and out of ~ orm will , 
uni11fluencetl by dlire::Js , threats, 01· harsh tre&to;ent , and uninfluenced 
by promises . 

I ::iwear before God t hat t he steto.ments in this deposition 
ar e true and I a m prepe,1·e6. t o rtipeat Uiem unde r oath before an;., court . 

27. III . 1946 
(signed) Josef nn;Fm-J'rHAI. 

SS S t U!'mbannfuebrer 

wi tnes.j ed 
RABiAEL SHUi\!A.Cle;R 
Capt . C1.:P 

Sworn to and sut.acribed beforl!I co this 
t wen t y- s eventh ?.'arch 1946 at Schtrabisch
Hllll . G3rmElny . 

~TLLIA!,l R PSRL 
1st Lt , hl. I. 0-5551~9 
Invs a tig:i.tor- Examin~r ,i.'1or Cr i rcus Branch . T.E:1,"T . 
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I, .. ;To j E F ...J?.Lfi...E..!e..N...T/::t..fl.!,,. , being first da/y 
h::a:_;J_;._~J.~eJ:!.'JlJ;J:~~.~~1}z~;!.i~.n_:'_- ·- ~al : nadldem Ith erst red,l -~~-

mtJftlg elngesdtworen wurde, mudte die /ofge11de Aussage unter Eld 

Th e above two photograp hs are photographs of the same _.O aes:,rµ ffr1BANJll-.£.J/..£H lf liff. 
.Ji.ft~H.1t.1....'.P.~.LP...!Ll3...men//ott ed by me in my offldnvtt, daled ... b.J.....r::1.B:B. .:..._l.i .'!...P._. 

Die o~ l,•en -:-\11rel. Photograph/en slnd Photograph/en desufblgen_tl._e_,r.;.r./!.f.t::.1!:t..l!ra.1t.t1t."/,;.e,,-., 
l.<lrJ(_lf._ll/!r.l::..f::1.~..e..r.::............... von mlr In melner eldesslalt/Jdrt n Aouage 1enannl, 
dn t /trl __£._'J!.;__fl~.J!...'f.f,___. 

·--~ ;S L.Jl_~ . 
01/lcu adminls t~rlng --;;;;;-tJ==:-=. -

.. # -. ~ ---- a.:., ~ 
Rank Arm or Su11 lct 
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I, ............J.:12 .. :..... 11... f ...............J:1..1..: .. F. .. K ..N. .. .T...t\ ....l) I- , b,inll flr,t d•ly 
sworn, make lhe following 1._tp rur,,enl under oath: 
ldl __Jf_Q_Lf_f . ...Jlu.f-e_~Ch.'fi..L ________ . nadldem ldl tr8I redlt-
mtljJlg clngesdtworen wurde, mudle die / olgende Aussage unter Eid 

The nbo 11t• Jwo photngruphs nre photographs of the some QBEl;lJ7LIR'1 f~ 
___ ] ?..fi..~... /J...S..§. ............... me11lloned by me In my a/flda1•ll, doted ....Z.. ..1....t.ti.Lf1,....l9..'l..k... 

DJ.e ob igen p~wtl Ph olograph len slnd Photograph/en desselblgH.f!._fr._~_t.f..ll.!::!!:!/ktre.,.,,
.Jr.:...CP..'!:!J.-~.e.~_lJ.................... iion mlr In me/ner elduslaltlldten A•ua1e IH01tnt, 
d ot/er/ ~_,!.__"'/!::_JY..Ji!e..c...l..1-'LL. .. 

~~:.l..d/i ndda:ub;;~~-~.:~d;::d:.....~.~l:9,6.
? 

o'1:::::::L~ .~ 
____4:-_~.. _4,.;., ~ 

Rank Arm or Su11/u 



••• • • 

,• ....... JPs€f .. ..1),:1<.fr.1Yliuu,,______ , bt!lng f irst duly 
sworn, make the foJ.Lowlng sta tem ent U{'dtr oath: 
rm ____i/_.o_.J._ef..--1.l...4...e:f.e...nJ;J::1,a._L_____ ----- nnrlldem idt U SI rcrllt -
mliJJit: e/ngesd1woren wu r7e; mudle die j nlgendc Aussage un fer Eld 

Th ~ nbo 11 e t wo phof(lgrttp h.t nre phologrnph,.i of the same_~ ~~-

1/.t.,nJ ···h.t.'t.d.A.fl .D..T.._mentioned by me In my a//ldo11II, daled.... :J..."7.......t:LA.B.c.N..-.!!l.~6 

Die _obigen zwtl Photograph ten s ind Photograph/en ,tesselblgen__ 06ers_tkl:''1tfu.' /2,,.,,,.
.H_~J1..i.Jjz~-b~..!l..t .._.. Jr-,. ... vo~ ,,nlr It, melner eldesslolflidren Auuage r enannt,
d"'"'" ---Z-~~ 1iT. M n,,,_._-t_.!._li.. 

ffe,~~~ 
ff JtK vw,bd1t11 _.;/,,..,':_ 

Ra11k (Oienstgrad) 

J.,l...!;i,..J.J)J.t.Ju 11.,J/£•{ .1,}/,f./1. 
Org anlzu lfo,• tlurti El/l' f ~ 

Einhelt wahrf' nd de& Ei/ef-Elnsolzu 
S11•or11 I ~ an ti s11bH1 U1 11d br/o re , ~ e th i s 

...... / 0...:::.. day oL ........~ ...... ... , 1946. 

0// lu r admlnliterlng 

.....4 ~ .____ IM...._Lr -
Ronk Arm or Su11lu 

http:h.t.'t.d.A.fl


! , ..- .... Jos~,. ........ :l>1¢-[EAlllfA4 ........... , btln1 fir,/ d•ly 
aworn, mokr /he [of/owing S~<Jf t"lent undtr oath : 
l th_;f_{ll_e._f._ ...Jli..q_fC!!!.tl:LstL_____________, nathdem ldl trat r1dtt-
mlJJJ11 elngesdlwortn hrde, mudie die / olgtnde Aussage untt r Eld 

The above two photograph& are photograph of the Hmt Yt,:kc..\cb A.H f u £.hB..fJJ,, 
~ -M.L..l-.w_'C..f.11.Af..._mentloned by me In my af/ldo11ll

1 
doled ....._..UJ!:lAr.slL..£.P.1'• 

J}le ob/gen . zwel Phot ograph/en slnd Photograph/en dnadblgen J(~~i'c'•~fol!_tJJ,.;,v
t'!!.1t / twig 4et ----..-- 110n m fr In melntr tlde11talflidte11 A1111oge 1•111111nt,
datlut...,/.:Z.:.. M :ir: c r9 ~I ___ . 

y,,,yN;, fVornomc) l,~,j<'Id~~ 
ff J/;c,-.,...6.;.._., f,; 4,-c,-

Ronlt (Dlu!t1radf 

3-!_6 .J -,; ?!_a/ L/jA/l 
Or1onlzolton dor , El,Jel d/Jua111, 

Elnhdl wilhrend de, El/d-F.ln111tu1 

~ , 
f ~ !. JP,3 
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!r/1' 4):ft? ,,_,., P....;lj- ,lh.;r'/-i-7--IQn, 
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• • TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

GEORGE l.tll..U.R •-~i11 n<' cl lo War Crimu Bru ,d,, Uri ited S1a1u Arn,y, 
APO 633, u 111 i11l e rpre le r, l1a vi11g l1ec11 dul y ~,. om , ,l,· 11ow and ~lll lf' 11, a t th r att arhr ,1 Engli, I, l ra 11• l1t io 11 i, 
a lru ll 11ul accurat e re nde ring or the Ge rman orig in al o f th r ~1Ht r me111 of 

Rolf RITZER 

13 March 1946 
11 1 Sdtw ii l1i~d1 11 11 II , Grrmauy. 

RAPHAEL BHUMACKER 

co1ui81i 11g of 9 pagea, into Eugli~h. 
and 2 sketches 

I, 11111 t l llJ>Ull ll UI , fort l,cr !late l liat I Bl•ca k German u 111! Eug li , li fl uently 11t11I 11111 full y c1u11lili ,· ,I u un ex prrl 

Gcrmo11-E11gliali i11t c q 1rrler l,y r caaou of the followin g 1111olifiC11tio111: 

l. German is ~ native tonsu.e • 

2 . I spent the first twenty years ot n.y lite in Oern.ny and went l\ / 
to elementary and oecondary school there. ut 

3 . I cue to the United State~ in 1928 . , · 

4. I had two years of English in aecondau-y s chool in Genoany . ~ 
other knowledge ot Eugliab has been derived from study by i:nveelt • 

5. I've been mai-ried tor the i:ast six years to a British subject 
and sl)eak..Englisb continually at hone . ~ wifo does not speak GERMAN. 

6 . I have been in tho United Statea /1:rmy for the :pa.st 2-1/2 years , 
having been discharged in November 1 94.5 and have been 8Jlll)loyod by the 
a.r De:pertment ea a German- English 1ntorproter since J'anuary 1946, 

..J_ 
Swu ru •1111 i 11l11crihe1l to l,efore n11'l t h it ,;J. ,lay or 

a l Sd1,.•ii l1i, d, ll • ll , Guma11y. 



• • 
I, Rolf Rl'IZl<:R , Stuur.man , hnving b1;en first duly sworn 

make the followint. etaten.ent under oath: 

During the EJllEL offcneivein December 1944, I wes a 
niemb3r of the 3 Platoon , 2 Panzer CoJlU)eny , l hn'Z.er Regiment , L c- .A.H. 
?.~ platoon leader was Untersturmfuehrer K<Xm1 my company c0ll11U.nder was 
Ober s turmt'uehre1• CHRIST . On 15 December 1944 , in tho afternoai 
betnen 4 and 5 o ' c l ock , Oben turmt'uehrer CHFllST asse1'lbled the fl'hole 
company in t he woods nem: BU,Nl<EJfflS I M to rrel~e a spe ech about the 
co.ming offens ive. To the beet of my racollcction , Ober1Jtu.rmf'uehrer 
CHR!ST eaiU the fullowine1 

" Tomorrow tbe great offensive starts wh i ch "111 
determine the final fate of Germany , Millions or \1ooen 
and children have been killed by the A':nerican Air Force 
terror attacks , Now we have an opportunity to avenge 
ourselves f or these m.irder s , We have to terrorize the 
Aioorlcane in this bettle in ardor to win . To attain 
that. we will not take prisoners of ll&r , You are ~s 
IIEn nnd you know what t o do wi th the prisoners of wu 
you to.J.-e without n:e te 11 ing you , • 

After the areecb of Oberuturmfuebrer CHRI::iT , S tu.n:rumnn 
?,[CHOLACZEJC of HauptschFrfuehrer K?,!A1 PICH' s tank said t o Ober eturm
fuchror CHRJST, that bis shooa wore torn . Upon which Obersturmfushror 
CHRIS'!' replied t 

"Tomorrow you Qt1t yourself & pair of shoes from A:r.ericen 
prisoners of war•. 

I knew from the manner anti words of Obersturm,,~ehrer CHRJST ' e 
opeech that as far ac the o t'f icers were coocerned , I could :Jhoot overy 
priso11er of 1'7&r , not only wi thout fear of be i r-3 pu.nished , but would be 
r e,1arded for ll?f el!tions , 

Q-i 19 l>ecerr.ber 1944 in the mornlng between 7 and 8 o ' c l ock 
j a group of t&nke of my coltlpany, including IJty own , entered STOU?.ml.' 

where we were forced t o eto:o at once by An1erican e.nti - tonk fire . It 
wa.J in this place that a group of 15 to 20 American prtsonl!rs of wnr 
,;ere shot l:y our tanks . I have prepared a sketch rr.orked Exh itiit 11 .a.n 
o.ttaehod here to , which eho'AS th!:! position of the AILerican prisoners of 
war and the pos ition o f OUl' tan k3 . The tank of Rott&nf1tehrcr FRl HM, 
1ndicot ed as t'l:> . l . on iey ake toh , v,av knocked out right on the corner 
by ar, .Ame:dc&Jl an ti - tank £Un, 'lli.e American prisoners of ,,ar i11dicated oe 
No . 9 on 1,G' sketch .s t.cod unarmed , but I don ' t r ecal l it thoy hed the ir 
hands over t heir heads. Untereoharfuehrer BRA.1.1::iCHKE , Comocnder o f n:tY 
tank (No ,2 , ) at once gave t he orcler to 1:1boot at t he prieone"S ot war~-
11Americar. prisoners of war standing theta at the cornor 11 , I looked 
out o.nd didn ' t aee anythin,;; . Schuetze Af'G~ at the turret H.G. 
didn 1 t soe e11:,thing either and Rcttenfu~hrt1r ~Z¥PEFGia , the driver 
of our tank tried 1.0 maneuver th '!! i;an2er around so we could eee 
better . Then I sew suddenl y a ~Toup of A.-:1erican prisor1er s ot war su,ortled 
by German eentries , a t ana i 11e at the corner , o.nd I firaa J to 4 burotR 
with JV M,C, and I noticed A.KCSJ-GR fire 2 to .3 bur.lts ot the group of 
Ar.er ican }ll'iDoner.J of war, Tlhile I shot , I noticeU. t ho German sen t r ies,. who guarded the AL..ericar. prisoners of' war run to the opposite s i de 
of the stree t end part of the groUJ) of t l.Lo A.irericon prieonero ot war

/ wt:.o e tooU near t he cornbr ts l o.iapttd. to tLe ground and it. looked to mo 
that they wore fatally woundod , The r ae t of tho grol.U) ot p1•is on"!rs 
thrtiw thell'.lle lvee to the groJJnd I as it a _.lpeo.red to II'8 to pr o toc t the~ 
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• 
!:!el ves from th'!I r,, . G. fire . I knew thait; prisoner:. were Amer.:..cans 
because tl.ey wor o ..JLeric1:1.n UtlifO.i. ..JLJ . iRA.Hl ' a tank s tarted to bcr n while 
I f ired wi t h tbe .M. C. . Unters c burfuetu e r BRA.LSC..:!lih eave 1,! e driver 
the 01:dor t.o back up , v111e reupon we stopped the fl rb1g . After .1e bad 
Lacked u p 10 rneter a, I s &.w fl·om th is poa ition , as indicated ca r y 

s ke tch La uptscharfu&hrt:tr filWll' I CH 1a tank (J ) and Cib<.rachal·fuehre r 
Ral'ETER 'a ta nl: (4) .eho:,t with both thoir machine eun-' i nto the grOUJ) 
of pr i s one r!:! of w9.1· who lay on tho uound . Af t er t hea e bu.rs t a o f the 
otlle r tanks , I saw nont1 cf the Alll<L..!cans mov ~ lllld in t l e tnarmtl l ' t h.ey 
lu.y 1 1 t was my opi ni on the t t htJy were de e.d . 

Tie uroc eedeC and a o we lef t tt1& t o •n of STOO? 0?-"T , 8 tanJinc 
in front of a house nn the l ef t a i de of the s trent , I noticed a 
eroup of 15 to 20 prieonera of vrc·. r guarde d. by J to 4 GernB n para troopers . 
I knew that no on6 of cur h.nk e;roup chot a t these prisouers of war, 
but l ater cm i n the evenin e, of the same dey , a f t er my t ank had been 
kn ocked out , I c arr.e back on foot, a nd I ~•- at this rcrecia e i,po t , h .yicg 
there dead , A.bciut the d&me nu:nbar of Ail.ericens . I d o not kn ow who 
.!lUI-der ud t hes e American pr l ao nore , nor have I heard any t hino about it. 

We proceeded a nd can:e to a place , abou t 2 kilorr.e t era wes t,1ard 
of STOU?.C1'.'T wh ich wee t i e f urthes t poin t i n ;;be offensive. At th i a 
place we also sho t Al,ie r ic an pribc:mers of war ar.d I bttve prepared a 
ske tch rau-ked •a• attached her l:lto , whic h aho.,,s the posi ti on of our 
t anks and tho t of tho priooners of war, There wero a bou t 15 American 
pr isone r s a t t ht:i s w t No . 6 . an my sketch . Se ve.:-al of t b(lm had their 
hand.a a bovu the bead a nd none of them had we a pons . It was a bout t wo 
o 'cloc !<: i n t he afternoon when we a1·r ived a t t h i s spot. Un t ernchorfuebre!' 
llRAtBCHll& gave t he gwmer ANGERER t ile order t o shc ot ot t ho Alr:erican 
prisoners of war with t he turr et rr .o. but A.NC-ETI!i:R couldn ' t shoo t because 
he had loading trouble . Thereupon , Unte recba.rfue bror BRAl.BCHJ(g t urned 
t o me end repeuteu the order to rre to ohoot at tbe priaoners of war , 
I sd j us tt:id my sight and a~ s oon &s I had the M.o . 1:iimed at t he 
A.me ricona , I shot 4 burs ts witb my lJ. o . in to tae group of pri1.1onera 
or war and n,y M.G. j8llllJled . A~ I shot , I noticea. the tracer streaks 
from tht:i teuk behind me also go i nto the group of prisoners of war , 
Thi a wao Unte rsturmt uehrel' KAUF},ANN 1s tnnk (No . 2) . Later on tbiu evening 
l spoke to Stu.rn:nann ODOY , rad i o- operator in ¥AUFl.'A! ' e tank and he 
told me that ho , like 1 1 shot into thv group of pris oners o! war with 
hie ?I.G. I recall how t'1eae prioonerc: ot ..·ar foll d own when they wor1:1 
hit . They ::.lulll,Iled to the ground End by quitstly end I am otire that they 
wer e either e l l dead or badly wounded . At that tiim Unter!! turmfuohrer 
FAUFU\.NN1 e tank (No ,2 .) was hit nnd American artillery wa.s dl'C.1pping 
a.rvurxl WJ . We tried to 1tove our tank away from there an in doina ao 
we got a-tuck in the ditch . Our crew left the tank a.nd started to m::.ve 
back on foot and as we passed Onteratw:1ot'uahrer 1:.-CX:H ' s tank (r!o , J , ) I 
noticed his turrt'l t M.G. still shoot ing in the dirt:c tion of tho priaona rs 
et whic h I bad shot . 

When we ,wei:re in the pocket in li GLEIZE at a date , I believe 
t o be the 21ot De cembe r 1944 . I l!l&t on the a tairs -hioh lee:! to the 
cellar in the house which wat:1 Battalion Col'll1cnder , Sturmbsnnruehrer 
.R:lE'ISCHhE 1 a c . r . It .,,-a s e lJout 9 o ' c l ock in the n:orning and I heard 
Oberstw mfuehrer CHRIST give the order to Gerll'llJl aentriea who guarded 
.Almrican p1·isonare of war o utside, to l ead t he Ameri can pr isoners of 
war to a pas ture and 1 bump them off • there . I bed entered the house 
s everal minutes btlto:re and aaw t, tanciing wi t h t hrt'IO Gern·an 3cntr1e.!I, 
20 to3 0 American J>rie oncr s or v;ar . Fire t I heard Obere turnd'uehrer 
CHRIST as k thE. s untriu what they w'tir e do ing with the prhtoners , and 
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• 
the ~ard e.n-:...-ered him1 

• Obersturmfuetiror , v.e have tho orders to wait here• . 

And then Obor sturmfuehr@r CHRIST said t 

• tbn't n:n},-e 111.1.oh fu.JE 1 men, l oad thi:om to the next .vasture 
and bUlllp them off. " 

I actually U.id r.o t se:o CHRIST give the o rder, but I recognized 
his vo ice and I know hie voice woll b&oause I hoard him taH· daily 
for ove r a month . And, furtherirorA , eithor flhortly before or ~bort ly 
afte1· ho bed given t hie 01der , I saw him coID:1 to the collar . I rec1:1.ll 
aloe that the o ther men who we 1·0 sitting toeother with n.e rocoenized 
tbtt voice of CHHJ!::T bece.u~e eomo of thelJl reme.r ked that CHRIST i s ' on 
the loo3e agttin' • Of t ho CO!lll"edes who W'tire ti t that tiroo together ·nith 
ms a t tbe c . P . I recall wi th cerU!.inty that onl y the fo llowins wore 
1JI'8Sentt Stunm:.ann Hans HUEBI.ER , SturlllJl'llnn 'l',ernttr ZANilf.R , .S tur1UOOnn 
1.m~n;, Sturmmann SCHAEFER, Rottenfuehror WALIJ,:EIER , Stu.rmr.:ann NIPR:!En:.R , 
Schud tztt ANGEmR. I don't know whether these prisoners of war were 
actually shot as CHRlS 'f had ordered, but I know thet the guards , obey-
ing the order , narcbeci oft with the prioonere of war. 

When I and my comrades spoke a'oout CHRIST in the battalion C.P . 
Sturmmann NIBTIER the meeaanger of the 2 Compauy at the Battalion 
eaid to ua 1 

•cuRIST acts the oame v,ny in our Company C.,P . Just this 
mornine Cl-OllST ,;:eve an order in the Com.Jlany c . P . t o 6hoot 
American prisoner s of wur I t..nd he even threatened some of 
our rum with execution on acoount or cowardice . w 

NE3TLER showed ua en Amerioen wetcb -.hich he ba.d t.:;.ken from en 
American pri soner of war, whom CHRIZT had shot. 

I maka this ste t emcnt oonoistine; of 9 pegeo and two sketches 
marked 11'A~ and "89 voluntarily end out of my o"''n tree will , uninf luenc~d 
by force, three t s , or coercion or promises of any kin cl . 

(oigned) nolf Jo:T'.t.ER 
13 ?lar ch 1946 , 

Swm·n to and subscribed bef ore ll'le this 
l J tb day of A'erch 1 946,. at SCHWAdlSCH HAU., 
Ger . 

RA.H-W.il. SliUM\C:taifl 
capt . CMP. 
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TO STA'IE!.ENT OF 

Holt' Rltrz!:R 

Dated lJ r.ttrch 1946 

SRETCH OF 'llm fil1I'RM'CE TO STOUJ,l)Nl' V'1i'E:RB AAERICAN PR!SOW....FS OF WA.R 
WERE SHOI' . 

1, Rttf . PRAHM - Panzer 

2 . Uscha . BRAlBCHI<E - Fanzer 

J. Hpt, Scharf, !<NAPPICH - ~nzer 

4 . O,Scharf, RO!E'I!i.H - Ittnzer 

5. Ustuf. KCCH - 11inzer. 

6 . Usch&. 1-£RZOO - Panzer 

7. Airerican Anti -J.i'rcreft vehicles. 

8. Anericsn Anti-Tank 11:un, 

9. American prisoners ot war , 

10, Church 

EXHIBIT • B~ 

SRE'roH OF THE PLACE WHRRB AMERICAN PRWOM!':RS OJI' WAH WERE SHCYI' SOl.E 
l<Il.m.iaTERS TO THE WEST OF S'l'OUAtlNI' , 

l. Usehe . BRA.lSCHKE - &nzer 

2, Ustuf, KA.UFf,W.iN - Panzer 

3. Ostuf , ROCH - !-e.nzer 

U. Use he . HERZOG - Fenzer 

5, Uecha . FRIEDRICH - Fanzer 

6 . J.,m3ricen prisoners of war . 
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, --·· 7l o!F _____ if,' Tu··---,---:-:---- , being flral daly 
sworn, ~~f~ the following statement andtr oath : 
fdl __t5JL1;-...R.uif47~e~r_______ _____ nadldem /cir trSI rullt-
m(JjJfg elngesrhworen wurdr, mudle die / olgende Aussa1e unter Eid 

The obOl'I' twn I holngrt1ph~ are photozrophs of th e same .S lu@etHMUY 
.M,:c../J.a.l,,4c,,.z..t..k ...... mentioned by me In my affidavit, dofed...../.J.....i!:1AJJ.c.6.._L.2.fJt.• 

Die ob /gen zwel Photograph/en slnd Photograph/en des,e lb lzen____ .f/(J.atJ.ll1!J.!J.D_ ____ ___ _ 
......e:/.1.C.!J.O.ia..c2.e.!s...________,..__······-· van mfr In mtlner eldeutalflldren A11nage 1 enunnt, 
datll'rt ____ J.?J......M.J:i.r.z_.~{~9~4~Q~---

Rad (Dlu1t1rad) 

Li.J2.1_1 Pz. g11 Lz'z A11 
Organization darlnt El/ti OJ/1111 /ve 

Elnhtll w4hr,nd dH El/d-Eln.atu, 



TIW6L.U'IOII 07 LZaEliD OIi lUHIIIIT 'A' 

SIETCII 07 Tllll JlN'l'IWroJI TO STOOlllllT WHIR& .I.IEJU0.UI PJUSOHEE 07 WA.II 
URS 580'1'. 

1. .nut. PJWIII - Panur 

,. 
2 . Ueoba . BRA.IECRIR ... 1-n.zar 

BJ,t. Bohart. !CNA.PPIC H • &.nzer 

4. O.Sohart, RClaftR .. 1-nzer 

5 . Oa tut. XOOH - Panzer 

6. Oloha. IBRZOO - itnaer 

7. ADrioan Ant:i•Aircratt ..,.hiolu. 

8, .Alarioan .lnU•Tank «u.n. 

9, -'lmrioan priaonera ot war. 

10. Church 

Sllll'l'CH OJ' THI lt.WK WH!!1U! AIIERIOAN PlUSONIRl OJ' WA.II Dim SHO'I' 60111 
!W.OIIITBNS TO THE HST OJ' B'l'QOlllHl' • 

1 . Oecba. BRAIECHKI .. .Rlnzer 

2 , Uetut. XlUl~ - fabzer 

3 . Uatu1'. !DCB • lwnzer 

4. Ulo ha . HER200 - 19.naer 

5, UNha . J'JUIDRlCB .. lu~er 



vkil1.l ttJm Cr/Jein'lun1 vlou111t1;1/, 

wo Amtnko111J(/Je Knt'.91ye/t.1t.yene 

<J N,40/ • .:A 6'.Ell[ ~_ 

D 
El 

7/(1/ , ft<Hlm -Pz . 

2 //JchQ. &wJid,/re -/¼.. 
3- fp/.Jt//Qrf Kno;pkh -P.z. 

4 Q.k/Jo,j. No. ,fer -P~ ~- ' 5 W, . Kool -P,. 
6 {/Mo. //eaog -Pz. 

J A h>triJ. IJot...!.!!2___ 
8 A,,..,,;i_ IM 
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Jl .,. 

~ t. 

Rt<HT//1'16 "-- •!I 
,< ,~.BRtxxc PF ...,,___, 

Sl:itze Yon ./v Jltk ,~ Amer,k. h-,,,y,fo"j'nt 
er.scboJSen m.1,dtn, tinige Km Wt1IL ..Vtt1mom' 



IIALllEDY 

Case No. .6 .~24 

=Fn~:r:~diate Mil ita ry Cou rt. 
•Genera l 

Place ... D.ACHAU., .. GEIUUNY... 

Date . ······················ ···················· 
Members of Court • 

.. ... . . ~R.l!l ..Qll/:l~R.U, ..,!O,SJJN .f PA!,B~ 

.00.L. PAUL.. J! WEIi.AW . 

co~ .,1 ~ .!!$.. .!1.wArrni.~..... 
........ lll.L ..W:[LFRl!D H m;wAR!J . 

Address 

l ega l Form No. 8 

P10a. Exa . Noa,. 

CASE RECORD. 100 thru 107-B 

Prosecutor l ,1' COL E'JRTON f __ ,Eµ,IS 

Defence Counr.el COL WllJ..IS M. EVERE'I'TE..JR 

Interpreter 

Rep orte r 194 

CLL RAYIL(;ND C CONDER 

COL A H llOSE.NfELO {l.AW MEIIBER) 

...... Sex ... Age 

Pl ea s 

Firsr Charge Seco:--d Charge 

YALB\TIN BERSIN . ET l\L___ . __NoLguilty_ ·1--------1 

Find ings 

Previous Convictions 

Imprisonment ::~~n~i~gl 
················· ·········· 194 ... 

Senten ce 

Amount 

To be paid before .. 194 ... 
Fine or in case of default of payme nt to serve a •further 

term of .. 
imprisonment. 

Charge Sheet and Re cord of Te~limo ny are annexed he re to. 

(Signature of member of court.) 

REVIEW 

Acti o n of Reviewing Authority 

(Signature of re vi ewing authority) 
•Strike out words not applicable. 
756 01-tCI Prn,1t110, 

http:Counr.el
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

PAUL RII.ITZJ;;R 
auig 11rd to War Cri11u•s Bra11d1, Uni 1ecl ~la le• Arm,·, 

APO 6:J:l, u an intrrpreter, l1avi11g li e,i, 11 duly , worn , tl t' 110,r a nti , 1.1r 1h a 1 1hr a1ta,~1et.l Engli•h 1ra u~lation ii 

• lrue 111d a('euraie rende ring of tl, e Germa u or igi na l of 1hr s t11tt•me1A of 

Arnold MiltOLASCHDC 

11keno11 J April 1946 11 1 Sd1wii l1io,i1 H all . Germa n), 

hd ore RAPF.AZL Sl!DJ&CKER, Capt. , CKP 

ro11aist i11gof 7 111gu, in to Engliah. 
and 2 1:1 kotchea 

I, t l,n dc 1m 111rnt, fu r lhe r state th at I 111e1k German .,11! Eug lisl1 A11e111 ly 11 11 11 am fu ll) ,1 u al ifl,.,I 111 11 11 ciqu-rt 

Ge rman-E n1lh l1 i11terprrter l,y reason of thr, fo llowi n1 11uali fl r.iioua: 

1 . My nat1va tongue ie German & 

2 . I have spoken Engl1ah tor 1ewn yea re . 

3 . I at.udied !;ngl1ah tor toui- year• a t aohool 1n Vienna , 
A\atria . 

4 . I l1 ved in u.ng].and trom 1939 to 19 40 . 

5 . I l1 vod 1n tbe Unit,ed St• tea rrom 1940 un tn I lo tt tho 
Un i ted Stateo w1tb tho American Army 1n l".ay 1944 . 

6 . Si nce the 4th ot Februa r y 194 6 . I 11erved as i nterpre te r 
with th• wa r Cr imea Brano n ln Wl oabY.dvn . Germany . 

Sworn ..1111ul1ac rilu11J to Le for e nie 1hi1 

111~~Gu m 1 n )' -



Il ,.r.1ol u. wllt~h.LA , ~~ strm., bein~ duly swcrn , make the 
ollowin"' statsment un:ier Od th1 

LJUring the lilltlJ. offen.sive in Oece:nb1a:1. 1;;144 I waa a mccb r 
01 th. 2nd 11..itoon , c!nd Lio . 1st .b, . H +. L..o..J!. I was assi ned 

u ti.. tank of Hptaohf • .Af..w..&" .lA as rauio O.iJ1.1rt1.tor . Jdy Gora;any 
COtllllaider was Ostuf. aiitlS'l' , my pl atoon l.ad r W9.S Hptschf . 
:Kl,4.1.-i'h. 'l'he 01h..r m11n in my tank were rlttf . H i nz dOt'.rwu.1.'"' • 
i3,unn:>r , Httf . KOc.J...t..., asJi:itant nnl.:r, Httf • ..rich i/;;,,n,r1 , driver . 

On the 15 Dec. 1944 - the duy b'lta"e the: beginnin of the 
.h..Lr.t!.i... offensive , around 8 o ' clock in tht:1 ovenin3 , when our canpeny 
waa in r eadind3s in tho woods in th.., vicinity of BiA.l-.lll!.i.Ji.r..u..., 
UJtubaf . U.tu1..:i.1. delivered a speech to tho whole cc:mpa.ny. B& spoke 
as followa 1 

11 .1. omorI·ow the o1'1'ensi vo starts VI. i ch will dec i de the 
ultimate fate of G.:nnany . In thie ot tack we will fight in 
the ol d ~ tradition. f'-'w pr i son, ro aa t;oos ible will ba 
tulrnn . • 

upon canpL..tion of the sp, eoh I oai U to the Company Uonmandor 
tb..it I didn ' t hcjve any s'loea , 0,:;tuf . G.L.1.l.-,. anawered1 

"Tanorrow at t10 push you can ac 1uir• sane yourself . 
l'h.:n we will beva evC;rythln in abundance from the .ericens •11 

I knuw fro:n tho SJb ec of O:ituf . Chnl::i.t tlwt in tt1 i s of'fflnsive I 
could bump off risont.rs of wur .i thout f~a.r of 1,uui shm...nt on the 
,.;art of my au:,er ic.r officers . 

tank 1 ~o!!;h:r;!~~fu! •c:9 
o:c;o!;!:;:n,.!t::/S~~~~ : it was 

thcr tt that r icon prioon -.,ra oi' war were shot and I pr(j1,arod a4 

skotch mrkod 11 
.i..• attached heroto , which iuows t h o position of my 

tunk und the position o.t· t ite ~rison ...rs of war . 

I h::ive nwnbsrod tho ts.Ilka and _posi tiono and in the description 
of thtt events I wil l refer to those numbors . Rttf . ~ 1 tank 
(1) wao }mocked out as soon ao hu roached the corner . Tht.:~othor 
tanks di opursed in the field on tbs r i ttht side of the road as shown 
in my skotch , and my tank took th13 pooit ion marlmd as No . 5. A.a 
s oon ao wo wars in thio .Position Hpschf . KNI.Pflt.. who stocxl in tho 
turret , s houted , "On the left priaoners of war ar1> standin,:;. 11 I 
l ooked through the gun.•1-r 1 s ei ght into the direction w:d ch ht; save 
and I saw 12 to l..) ericon .Prison ;1rs of war stm din,:: on the lace 
indicated \, i t h No . 4 in IllY sket ch. I line:';' that thf.oe wer41 ca;, turlid 
Ar.!eri cans , bti,causc they wore the A.mer1can unifonr. . I also saw 2 or 3 
G<Jrman I nfuntry soldiers who wore guardinz thase prisoners who s tocxl 
with thdr M.nds crossed behind thei r head:1 1 without wea.t-ono , H,pta chf , 
JO.A~ n. irmneldiately ordered me to establish radi o conteJt with the 
Canp1.my C0wm9.naer . At this t im_ I did not lcno,v the exact position of 
OStuf . CtL.,L:.. 1 s tank t ut I tlo know tha., he coiJ.d no"t tu.va been more 
thun 2uO m bebin.:i us becaune we a lway& had very .;ood carmunioations . 
Hild hs been 1'urth away from ua thWl 2uO ll.. , . our radio contact~ 
hove been ver y poor . I 11ui clcly succeeded in .s t abliahing the radio 
contact ,n.th OJtu:f . uH.,....,,. ard I hr,;ard 1-{ptachf . fil._.ir.P.l.A. eay1 •Left 
of ua , _prieoners of war ; \,rot sh->ulu I do?• When Hptochf . lQT PIK 
ad<.\reaaed thi1 Com_.,eny Ootnm!l?ter , ho used t1 oa1e name . 1 no lonv.ir 
remunber wnat the cod -1 name of th.a company ccmnand,u ..·a tank wa; at 
that t imo but I ao know that i t wao thtt cod• r.wne w'h::l.ch KL-..~uJA 
o;.illed ov I' the, r adio, T,J J f ollowi on.,wor I h...ard l"rcm th.. coJii)any 
comnander •~ teak comci back to Hotsoht . ~L.t'.t l.K over tho radio, "Bump 
th m off , out . • 'l'h~reupon , Hptsch . t1,,,._,t-Jlt. imncdiately aave th;1 order 
11 1L. i son .rs halt' lctt , turret !lG anJ rE-dio oparator m -

- l -
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-~j.)~·:ytj;fW 1\,~Aif~\1t:,,,i'-~1}k0.')tJi.;~1t;t''..,;j~'-'.·: 1.f'(1ii~~\J•f:"1*fiNN~:<,::;'i-);[~<Yjf~*',~pf~i'(f':1 ~
,~')' '. ;:: :/; .. \\" ', . _:: \ ; r\f1\1' l;., _· t', '·f\n ~:·. /'.t;Y 1: '.·1: 'i .. ,~{".: 'f';~1.://:·,;,:,i l)}_'t .~. 

~ i . 
.,\ -~. 

• I ..·'i W,':,.i ,., -~=il ;;_· 
·, 

),,( r·t · 

• 
;... 

• 
aper. firo . • Upon or1,.;.er I :lRWl my )J into •- .ir,.,ction 

f 1,u ri on rJ en t.ro3. .. o bursts into tho roup of 
th ria~ r ... Ol ..ar . I imi:i te ui ..m, b t ·o-n my 

.tLJI: and tho osition or ~ ri.son r .. (.:.3 do to 100 m. 1\t 

the sane timo , ,,n.il I fir :l , I .. & and:...rl h" .. tne urri,':: 
1;.(} . f~t-ed · nto the :;roup of riaon_r • rn1.. h!J was munned 
by fh;tf . n~in:t. .Offi.il?J, . l'lb.en I !ired m:, L . 3 . , I trav rsed 
it a bit anJ I sa,1 th ~ri.JOn-rs whom I hit. slump "Co the 
sround . fto,..._,v1.r , sine th:i turret !u. J. . 1'irod aiaultar.eousl y 
in .. o th.e enmc direct i on es I did , I c .. n no l on,.;er state with 
c~rtainty ,:no of tho ,.rn ·i:nms wus shot by m;.i , and W!'O were 
a not by n+.tf . H. inz .1..:l!'Hw..,,n~ • .all of ti1u .1c-rioont.:rs hit the 
~round and lay ....uLtly and ae I .::i .. ,, it I c ...ndWed that they 
wi;,ru ither mortal l y ·,vounded or de:ld . 

On the 22 Dec . 1944 we woi·e in thu L,~ JW!.L..1,!. ::,ocket tu 
~th!.:1' wit.. t,1 oth :: remnant::1 of tnd oombc.t .;rrup ... .:.I.i.:tlt . 

I 1r-1.ured o :..ketch morkW. •s• uttacbed 11_r to , .:i::owin.__ 
t,1c J-'O.:lit. i on of our t..ink !illU tho l uce uh1.,1re I so11 tht.: deud 
JL;:1cricun l risont::rS of w.1.r . .~t ~Pl roximutely 11 o ' clock in t m 
11orn.i.n3 ol' t,~L:i ·ldy , I S<.1\1 Hptoch1 . BWJUuH of tht. 1st Com! . as 
h cc.m,., towards our t,:mk indicated us No . l i n Ule 3~c.,tch , ani 
culled H,: tsch. Kr:....i. 1In. . t..WuuN umi lC.11o. .t-IK \'lent o::ethcr L>lto 
1:1 11-.h.1.se wr.ic.1 ,vas in th vicinity 01 th t1:1n.. . .1.1. few minutt:s 
l.J.t r Hptach:f' . Kl:l, .. FIK cor.i out -:>! th nouse and c~lled 1 •,,_-":i:J,..R 
and t,G}'l'.,.1U.iN , ',;akc your 1,l:aporw unj comt: with me . • rlttt' . nul!1'1'.JI.Nl, 
an.i Httf . ,,i.:. :.a , 11ii t.1 t hdr pistol s ,val ked tocletht:r wi th P.,ptschf . 

-..u rIK in th. dir...ction or Uscha . D.·t.t.CH...i.Lt..-~ 1 a tank of the 1st 
CoMJ;. .-, ich in my sk.tch i s indicetoll by No , 2 . Approximate-l y 
half en hour latt<r , riVb'.Fi.AHf dnd ,lc.:t Ld ruturned e.nd took tneir 
pl ecos in the tand:, ,1,. few Mi nut•s l attir , Hptschf . Kl..a,IK ar 
rived and took his )OS i t i on i n thtl to nk . Hptochf . iQ,;..J. P IK. sa i d 
EHl he sa t hi ms:;; lf down , •·rhis is clone ; we bu'll.ped o f f the prisoners 
,;£ W(Jr . Now W:! no l on ~er need to uard them. • ' I h.Jard this , 
I turnod towards Rttf . 1Vcl1N.1;~1 ..1nl aok"'1 1 " Vlh ioh ones di d you 
bump off?• He answorcd , "T.lt> .risont.z·o who carri ed t '.'le anmunit i on 
h1.:rc . n Rttf , ,1.c..:. kn m<.1ant t h gr oup of l ,.J Ameri can pr i EODLr s who 
on thi..: ..r ... vious duy carr i ed ammunit i on i n the vicinity o f our 
pos i t i ons . ,'fb1;n I z>Ut uomt: ooro quest i ons to ,/ lill , hu abru9t l y 
umwcreU m " rhia we a.ccom,. l i.;heU. . " 

At"ound 2 o ' c l ock i nt e a f t1.;rnoon of thu awu.;1 ciay , "i'IBS 

s e.nt out t o secure C1:1DOu.fla_.;1t .1Il3terial a n:1. to Caliloufl aa;e our t a n}'. . 
I w,,nt in tht. diruction of Uocna . iJJL!CH3l....i..·t1 .::; tanr,. , and as I 
nacru t .... .. l ac= i n front of his t.;snk , I l ooked to th., rig ht and 
Sdl' a JOU_. of 1) dc,ad ric-.103 i n front of u at..,blt1 , so in:lic.:1ted 
wi th fo • .J on cy ~kt:tcn •a• . I sa .. how t he A;n1.ric1::1na wer e lyina i n 
an ununual mt1r..nc r , on ... on top of t! e o thur , and from my pat. t war 
e....::p:1rioncos , I Klluw fro1i1 tn'-' >1ay i n wt.ich th" ,lncr i cens \1er<i l yin.3 
tb!tt thi..y were not onot in batt l e . I c nclud.ed t,1:Jt t;;.~y .vere the 
.3am,_. rinon-r.:1 w,dch wt:.r e bum1-ed of.r _ rQviouel :y by ...a i n{ , ~ .....m 
..ind HOFlit.nNN. I n aldit lon to the i nfonne tion they r, latod t o ma 
tn .n they retur ne d to th tank a.a I havu !,reviousl y d escr i bed. , I 
lme1, th.ut the I l ace whero the r ianer o were shot was near our 
1,os i t1on be,c.,.uso ut a,.,µu,,c imstcly tM sam tim6 wl i ch they ha::l 

mm tioned t ha t t he 11ria onere wers snot , I h .:nd 1.I.P , and 1- ist ol 
firing. I d id no t walk over to examine tno bodies t'1at wero l yi ng 
t • re but I Cv:ioluded fran th .ir a 11rsuranoe t.lot t:1 y wer. al l dead , 

- 2 -
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• • 
J rol:lkd t .. i..J s ..... n ccn istin 01 lli e r: ..: 

ii:: c <> , I!l.d .. K..,U. • .il • ... nr.1 " • volunt r ly i thou,. coe re ion, 
l!'t: .... t or ro.d.:.1;;S of rc1>u· 1 , 

(•i&11od) ....,.old lllltOLASC!IEX 

3,4 . 1946 

(signed) Raphael Shumaobr 
Capt CMP 

- 3 • 



• 
TRA.NSLA.TION OF L.1:0l:ND ON EDl.11:J?l' 1 .A.1 

lluold 11IKDLl.9CH.iK 

Dated 3 April 1946 

1 A1 

showing location at' shooting 12 to 15 Amtrioan _prisoners ot war. 
Sketch marked pi·ep,.red by Arnold MlXOLASl.;H.tX on 3 April 1946 

1. Rttf. lllAHMh1 tank 

2 . Church 

4. 12 to 15 Ame.i'ioan irisonera of war who were anot 

.,. Hptachf . XNA.l'PIK' 1;1 Panzer 

&. Oeche . ROPdl'.u1. ' a tank 

7 . Uacba. licRZOO' s tank 

Dated 3 April 1~46 

l. H,p1.ech1'. KNA.PPJK 1 a tank 

2 . Oaobl. DR!LKSLF.n 

,3. Poa.i.tion of 15 Al'Jllirican.a 

http:ROPdl'.u1
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1> 1.0 am m ·(r:1111~, 
,{r/fliS.C Pf-') ;,,Ct:';, e 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

1111t ig ut'd to Wu Crime1 llruui1, ll11ite1I S11tt'1 Arm), 

lrne uul accuruc re111.lering or 1he German origi nal uf th l' 1Utcme111 of 

He 1nz HOFMANN 

takcno11 15 March 1946 
al Sd,wiil.iul, llnll , Germany. r 

lui fore RAPHAEL SHUl-"ACK.I!:R. 1 Captain, CMP 

l'O IIHiat i11 11 OJ nd2 l a ,i::tc ~lo Englisl1. 

I, li11i dc110110111, fur1!1er 1t11tc that I 1111:ak Gerrnan a111l Eng li ali ll111•111ly 1111d nm fully •1nulifird iu 1111 cx11crt 

Germa 11-E11glial1 i111eq1rc1er l,y rt:aso11 of tl11i fo llowing rru1lilic1tio111: 

2 . I ep, .nt t• o tiret twen.ty ,-ra of ,.- 1111, in l'llllfQ' •D IIOD.' ,o 
dGDOO\clry nl eeooodary aobool there . 

4. l b.d , 7NZ'9 of -...naU•h ill • OOA4a.ry eobool 1A ~ - 11T 
otno.r MIO 1-aae QC t.aaUon n.-.4 lio...n JN-1... .,..,, rrca a,~ Q1' -,.aau·. 

} . 1•-.0 b-«m arrt..i rur the ,.a.., •lx 79an ,o • &-itUh a u. bJt.0\ @'1 
• .-•k ~1ub ooatilWuU,y •' nDl'llt. _, •it• do...a not a.,._k """"' """"'l· 

6 • .l ilaY• WIOll 1n tile UAit.ed ...t. t.•n ~ J'or t e ..,oaL 2-~y-.n
1h...wt t.Nn cU.ttatl.lrpd in l*namboi• l9J.!) am l\aY11 \>Mn 9111iPloy,td by tho llu.r 

Aperlac,at ..e • U... n-..ogl.ia.1 ltateA.·1rotor •1DUa J.nu.o.ry 1946. 

Swo rn 11111 1ul11crilu:J to he ron, me lhit 

. , Sd1wii l1hd1 Hall , Ge rma ny. 

http:J.nu.o.ry
http:n-..ogl.ia
http:2-~y-.n1
http:OOA4a.ry


I. Beina BOn&alNII . lbttentu.ebrer, hartng bND duly aworn.. 
make the following etatementa 

Duriog '\he Ell'U. otten1ive in Deo..ber 1944. I was a 
lDfaber or th• 2nd platoon, 2lld Caapany , la1. Panzer l'1egiaent, 
IBS.t.H. I wae uaigned to the tank 01 Ba~tacb.arfuebrer 
JO&PPICB. a8 gunner . Bauptaobarfueh.1:er KNLff'ICH wu abo rq 
J>lawon loader. -.V 00GIPIIDY' Camnander waa Oberei:urmf\l.ebrer 
lllIJDIICII CIIRISl' . 

On 19 Deoeaber 1944 u about 8 o 1oloolt iD the mor11ill1r. 
our oompaay entered 91'0\JJl:lfr. I baTe prepared a eltetoh wbioh 
I attach hereto, wllich ahOfl the preoi•• location ot t be tanlal, 
wbioh I now recall with certaini::,. When •• entered srOlDIONl' • 
Rottenfuehrer Pl\Alll'a tank: (2) wu lmoolted out at the corner u 
ehown on nor alcetoh. Bau,Ptacbartuehrer KNIPPICH'• tank (3) t ook 
the poe1t1ca ea ab.own Oil m:, ak:atoh. .la aoon aa we bad 'taDD 
poaition Ha~taoba.rtuebrer XNU'Pilll p.Ye me the o.r:der t o turn 
t h e turret t o the right and to ab.ooi: wi th th• machine gun at 
.American t r anohee. Mter I had fired aeYeral burata , KNIPPICH 
ge,Ye me the order to turn the turret to the left and. ga·u t he 
order, 1HXINZ. , 11.u. ready - fire at the group ot 11111 stanuing 
in front.• I looked in t he direction he pointed am I•• a 
grou,p 0.1 l., to 20 .Amerioa1l8 who a 1.ood. at thia apot indicated 
on DIY' a:Utch as No . l. Thea• Americana were guarded by aCllla 
paratroo»er s; u 1ar ae I could aee they bad no weaapom. I 
knew they ww:~ .Amer ican priaom.1.·a becew,e they wore .American 
uniform. I aaaWMd that Hauptaoba1.·ruebrer X&PPICH kiln that 
these were p:iaonera ot war because as I aaw t hom with uerman 
guards and wi ._ho11t weapone ii we.a a t one• clear to • tha1. t h.Ne 
eoldiera were .Americ an priaonare or war. I r ollowed Haupt
aobartuehrer !CNA.t'PIUH'a 0.1.·de.1.· anu shot 2 to 3 burai:a into the 
.American priaca.era ot war. I • •w the onee I hit •l\1111> to the 
ground, and I am ~un that they 18,:e ehh• badly 1t0Und.ed or dead, 
although I don't know tbe caot numue.1.· I hit. A.t the time I shot 
u th~ Ame.a: ioan prieonera of •r, .1 heard ~he radio operator MO 
tiring, a lthough I oan•t etate with certainty that be &bot at 
t he priaoners beoauae h waa iJllpoeeiole 1or me at that -,mnt to 
aee the direc t ion in wbioh be ahot. At that tima Btunaann 
11IHOLA:.1:CHEX., sat in the radio operator's K.G. poaition. I heard 
11.0. t4e 1rom the other talllcti of m.y oua;,any a'i the aaae time a., 
I dboi. , bu"S it waa ilqpoaeible tor me to see which one or the tanka 
allot beaauae tha,1 atood et1.bar b ehind 0.1.· <:11 the ai4• ot our tank. 

I abo , the Am&·ioau p.1·uonara or •r aa I jU111t d.N..ir1bad •• 
onl.)' on ord.era 01 Hau_ptaohari'uehre.1.· KNU>PiuH, IQ' tank Cc:mDIUlder 
aJW. plaloQOn lNder, anel ir I hadn't receiYau au.ob u order rreca 111¥ 
tallk ocanander I woulan.1t haYe abo·,. 

I MU t hia statement co~iadn& 01 t wo pagea and ca.a elcetoh 
voluni.arily and 011t ot IQ' own t r ee will. - ' 

Ho threat•, force, or promieea ot reward or 1Dam11.y tran 
prC'la eoution have been made to u. 

(aigned.J Hein.~ HOJIIM.lfi 
J,,5 March 194b 

Suoaoribed. and sworn to before me 

~~~H'%.:'.: ::::h .L94b at 

I• / .~>L SHIIIUC!Wl 
Copt CMP 

http:woulan.1t
http:1t0Und.ed


TRANSl.l:rION OF Llim!lll ON SIDlrOH 

.\!l'TJ.Ciil>D TO .il'nill.Vll' OJ' 

Bdaa.HOJIWW 

Till.age entranoe ot BrOOIIONl' - Plaoe wb.ere 
American priaonera of war were ahot. 

No. l l.5 to 20 .American priaonera ot war 



I, ... .../k,N.z ... /h[t.1.A.N'../!I.... , btlng flr:1 I duly 
,·worn, mp~e the fo,1/owjng statement undtr oa th : 
ldl __,fte,iJ:L3-.Jt;i_tJn_(lrJ . ___., ______, nndldem id/ trst rtr.hf -
mtJjJlg t lng esdlwort>n it•urd r, mu dr e die /olge ncle Aussage unter Eld 

The nbo 1•t' two r lin/ngr"l' h~ arr photozrnph s of the somt Sf u »MMANN 
r..t.,.Ch.o ..4..~.I,;J.r../s. .._ me11IIM ed by mt J,1 my a//ltfnvlf , daled.......1.£.H.A.,ff.......t.:lf.¥________ , 

D{e,, .o~·pe11 :: wt/ ~togra11hler, slnd Phot ograp h/en deuelbigen__ _{(J_t..ir.>.n.fl..t!..tL ....-.... 
..i!J.1.f.!i.QL..aJ....L_}J_J,_ __ ......_ . . van mir In mtlner efdtssfnlfllch en Aaunge 1enannt, 
d u, fr r ____.:f'I,__ r ] J1ljjz____ . 

http:i!J.1.f.!i.QL..aJ
http:r..t.,.Ch
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J oae_pb B:i reobba:ua auigurtl tu W1r Cri 111 .- , Unmf1. U11i tt: ,I Sia tu Army, 

APO 633, Ill a u int l'r l'rb ler, lun·ing l1f'e11 J uly awo rr1, 1lq10 ~0' 11ml ~h lf' 1'1a1 t in, • !1 11 d1cd Engli$h l r am latiun iJ 

11 ! rm: • ml accurat e re 111lc r in 11 or the Germa n o rigi na l ur tl 11· ,11 te m t' II! ur 

&rw~n SZXPillSKI 

t 11kc 110 11 8 Mar ch 194 6 11 1 S,·h wiil ,is,f1 l la11. Germ an y. l 
h11fore RAPHAEL SHUMACKIB , Capta 1 n, CM P 

co naislin g o f 8 pa ges, i11 10 E nglid 1. 
and 3 aketohes 

I, t l,c ,l cpu n,:n l , fur tlie r alatc t h at I a1rnak Ge rm an 11 11 ,I EuglM 1 ll nt n t ly an,I HIii fu ll y (p111 lifi,·d a "" c:< 111•r t 

Gc r m11 11- E 11gliah in lc r prele t h y r eaaon of t he fo llowing 11 11 a lificP1io na: 

1. My native t ongue 1• German . 

2 . I learned Engl1ah through atudy or t h e l a nguage t or two 
1•r • in Hi gh s ohool. one 1ear 1n oollege , and eight mont h • o r 
evening ala•••• • al l i n VIENNA. Auatr1a . 

, . I have apaken English oont1nuoual y a 1nce Septem ber 1939 
when I came t o t he Uni ted stateo . In September or 1941 I Jo1ne4 
the Un1te4 Sta~ea ArllY • 

4. From J'vbruary until t he l atter po.rt of April 1943 , I 
at t ended t he I .PW course a t Camp R1t ah1e . Maryland , aonduoted by 
t he 111l1t a r y I ntell1genoe Tra1n1ng Center. 

5. From J une 1944 until Se ptomber 1945 , I aerv.ed oon t1nuous ly 
a a a n I PW int errogator. 1n wh1ah capact ty I wa e const antly required 
to transla t e German i n to English and. vi ce versa . 

Brano~: U~;~;~E:;~U:~Ya 
1~i!1f1:v;.::~-~;tt:~1\ !~.;:~.~:~.Crime• 

it ~ 
Sworn 11111 111h1cr iLe,I to l,do re me th i1 "/- ,,.,., ~ / 9~ 

• t S,~1 wii l1 iu h Ha ll . Ger ma ny. 

4~~ 
'-'' ""'¥-'';;I"/ p 
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I , Erwin .:.,zy,;.;::rc. . .I , Jbttf , bavine been duly sworn ,mke the 

following e tatex::ent1 

In December 1944 , I was in the 2nd Company , 1st h Regt •.IZSAH 
I was attached to the 3rd l-'latoon , which was led by Us tuf.h!llrut }:OCH, 
and in this platoon I waa drive r or Uscha Da\.USCIU::E ' s tank. The other 
men of this tank crew were Useha BRA.l.SCiil<E, Tank Commandant , Scbuetze 
ANGERER , machine gunner , Sturm. :r~TLER , .Aasil!ltant L.echine gunner , and 
Sturm. Rolf RITZJ:rn , radio-opera tor. 

Cc the 15 th December 1944 , on the day before the EIFE.L 
offensive our company was asoemb led betlleen 4 and 5 o ' clock in the 
afternoai. for a talk g iven Ly Ostuf,CRIJT , company con,mmder of' our 
company. Thia t alk took p lace in a wood near e village Ythich name I 
don ' t know . Oatuf CRIST spoke to us ao follows : 

ft Jen , I just r eturned now from the battalion CP end have 
a message to give you , Tomorrow starts the big offensive ,whic b 
is going to deter1;1ine t he final fate of Gern-any . Vi e will fight 
in the old ::S epir i t and show no mercy to the enemy . You are 
SS troops and what you do with prisonera of war you capture 
i s none of my business . 11 

From this s peech , which Catuf CRJST delivered , I understood 
that I could ' bump off' the prisoners of war who would be taken , without 
receiv ing punishn.ent from my superior office rs . 

Q1 the 19 December 1944 , between 7 and 8 in the tror ning arJ 
tank together with f our or five other tanko of my company entered 
STaJIL\lT , I have prepared a sketch nerked •A• attached hereto , which 
~hems what took place here , an d trom now en I will refer in regard 
to this i nciden t t o the numbers which are inaica t ed on this sketch . 

A.s we approached t he curve Rottf lRAHM' s tank ind icated 
on my oke tch a s No , l had been knocl:ed out by American A. T. fire . 
Mt' tank (2) s t opped i JIJOO diate l y , At the SB.Ille time I n oticed 20 to 25 
AJOOrican pr isoners of war (4) standing on the l eft - hand side of the 
road guarded by J to 4 German aen t ries . I knew that these prisoners 
were Americana because they were the Americ an uniform. These Americans 
wer e s t anding in o group v,ith their hands in t he air end as far as 
I could see they had no wea pons . Uscha . BRA.lECHJ'E gave the order to 
"'bump off• t hese prisoner s . Iheard S tu.rm. RITZER with the ra.dio -operatcr ' s 
n:e.chine gun . S chuetze JiJ: JGERE.R with the turret ITS.chine gun travers i ll8 
the ir machine guns at the group of prisoners end each of them fired 
three to four bur sts into t he pr i s one r gr oup . Is aw t he prisoner s of 
war ge tting hit by the I,G fire a.nd ell wi t h the exception of 5 to 7 
pr isone r s slumped to the ground . These 5 to 7 prisoners ran in the 
a irection IA GI.EI~ and I do not knon what happened to them. Nobody 
of our tank crew left the taridn order to determine whe ther they ger e 
doa.d but in the n:a.nner in which they s lumped t o the ground end wer e 
lying , I a.ssu DEd that they were dead . ?\'one or t hem yelled or thrashed 
around . The ta.Oka of our company behind us were also firi ng at this 
tiire , but I could not determine whether they shot into the prisoner 
grou~ . Although I can't say with certainty the order of the tanks 
behind we a t this time , I knew they were the tenks of Ustuf . KCCH, 
ll3tuf KAlJF1 ;N , Heup t scha . JclUl't'ICH, O!l c ha ROIE'l'l:R , and Us c ha HERZOG. 
Inmadia tely after t he shooting of the prisone r s of war , our tank becked 
i n to the pcoition nwnbe r J i ndicated on my sketch , V'e re mained in this 
position f or about 15 ciinutea end then we contiriued by making a de t our 
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behi nd t he house on t he rieh t side , indicated on n.~ s•.e t c h. 

About a half an how· after we bad left t he place whi c h I 
described here , r eac hed the ce n t ~r of s•rtn.a,'T at a point indicated 
on my s k etch •B11 , atta c hed hereto , and halted. i·e exchane:ed artillery 
tire here with enemy guns, which were some d i e tance eway , 1:hile ,,e 
hel t od there I noticed a group of 25 to JO American pris oner s or war 
on the .r,lace nll.tl,ber 5 as ind ice ted in my sketch . These pr iaoners were 
guarded by three Geri.an sentries end stooc with t.heir arms in t he 
air and they bad no weapons , No body shot at the prisoners while I 
was there end as o ur tank continued , they s toed unherued. 

On the sane day our tank with two or three other tanks of 
our company in the afternoon beb1e1,m 2 and J o ' clock reached a point 
1 to 2 kilometers t.est of STUJJ:NI' a s shown on my ske tch •011 attached 
hereto . I will from now on r e f er to the numbers indicated on this 
sketch es I describe the incident which took place t he re . To the 
left of ua stood a group of 10 to 15 Jur.erica n prisoners of war with 
two or three German t Uards . I could tell by their uniforJW t hat the 
prisoners wore Americans and they s tooa with their arD1s in the air 
and had no weapons . Osche BRAUSCHHE £8,Ve the order to 11 bump off• the 
prisoners of To1ll' . 

Sturm Rl'l'ZER l oaded his machine gun and S turm NESTLER loaded 
the turrat machine gun for 1-1:GERER. At the same time I picked the M.fl 
w.p wh b h waa l yi ng let l from m• • and I a i '*1 up tbrougb the driver's 

opening, t he door of which was open . Uscha BRAU3 CHl.X gave the order 
•comroonce fire 11 • RITZER and .ANGERER fired several burs ts with their 
r.•• C. into tbe prisoners and I fired two short bursts with the ?.~. Fi . 
AB I nOll' recall I firt.td siuultaneouuly wi t h the u:achine ~,.ms . I did 
not aim et any parti cu l ar prisoner but I a i med at the gr-oup and pulled 
the tri e;e,er . I saw them being hit and t hey slumped t o the ground 
and were l ying in vorious posit ion . 'I'be priooners v.ere lying quie1..1.o1 
flDd nebody yelled or thrashed around on t he ground end es they a ppeared 
to me , t hey were a.Ll dead . 1':0body climbed out of the tank t o check 
the AmericaruJ because at thfa time Ue tuf KAUFMANN 1s t ank which was 
directly b.ahind us received e hit and ,;as burning . I do not know 
whether Ustuf UFh:ANN ' e tank (2) or Ustu t KOCH (3) aleo shot at t he 
prisoner group . 

When Ustuf Y..AUF°LANN ' a tank wae knoc ked out I atte illJ)ted to turn 
my tank and to get out of there in a hurry and , in <laing ao , I got 

s tuc k i n the ditch. Cur crew abandoned tho t.ank and started to 1,alk 
beck on foot in t he direction of STUiDNT , in order to report t o & up t 
sturmfuebrer RE'ISCHI<E , our battalion commander . that we bad l ef t our 
tank . Only Uscha BRA.lECHRE and I r et:orted to Hauptsturrr.:fuehre r 
PCIE'IS CHKE , because the others had gone off by thems e lves . As Osche 
BRA.USCH1<E r evealed t o Hs.upts turmfuehr er IDE'JSCHKE the s itua ti on , Ha upt 
" tu.rmfuehrer FOE'ISCHEE got very angr y , pulled his pis tol out and ye lled 
to Uscba BRAUSCID:E t hat•if you dm ' t get tt.e tank out of the ditch 
I ' 11 shoot you • • BRA.USCHtE end I turned around 1n order t o the back 

1to t ho tank . As "e go t near to the place wher e our tsnk was stuck , 
!not iced a group or 10 American prisoners of war (5) who were being 
ICel'Ched by a German een t ry in the direction of STUllNT. This was at 
8 clearins bordarins the main road where our te.nk t1es stuck . These 
prisoners wore the American uniform , Ll&I'ched with their eras over thei r 
heads , t. ml had no weapons . When BRALSCIDI:: und I reached t he point 11 X" 
indicated i.,n my sketch •c• , the M. C. (6) operated by the paratroopers 
opened fir e at the prisoners , I woe carr ying the I.,, Pi and Uecha. 
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BRA.t.ECHKE said to me • You shoot too" . I fired wi U my 1:.• .1-'.i. and shot 
two to three prisoners which were the Cllly ones which tere still 
standing , because the others hod already been hit by the .. . G.Fire and 
were lyine: on the ground . I was only 5 zmters away fro.--n the pri$OnerD 
and fired two to three burs ts with the u . H end I could see how th~ 
shots of my t1 . H. bit the prlson .rs in the chest . Frou:. this group 

of Atmricans nobody could escape &nd all were killed . I walked to 
the prisoners which I bad sho t at and detern:ined they were dead because 
they dio not move . This all t ook plac e oround 6 o'clock on 19 Dec 
ember 1944 and al though it was already dark we could see everything 
clearly because Ustuf ,;AUFtANN ' s tank was close by. It had been 
knocked out previously and Yt&B e till burning brightly . 

On t he night of 23 to 24 tb December 1944 , on the day we had 
broken out of the pockot in LA CLEIZE I heard Hauptacharf . J<NA.PPICH 
saying to 1.Js cha RECH of our coUU)any and several t,.C0 1 a " We killed 
on the last day in LA CLEIZE, .American ;prisoners of war " . From this 
statement and from the fact that I knew that Jn LA GIEIZE, IaU.lPICH 1 s 
tank a toad as security guard between two houses I in one of which 
a big group of A.q)er ican prisoners of -.:r wore ke.l-'t in the cellar , 
I cooclu.ded that WAPFICH' a tank ehot these prisoners of war . 

I make this stateirent. consisting of 8 Pa ges and three sketches 
DW"ked •A• "13· and •c• voluhtarily and of my own free will ,without 
coercion , threats or promises or reward . 

Rottr szyFEfBKl , Erwin 
8 lar ch 1946 . 

Sworn to and s ubscr i bed before me 
this 8th day or· ?.'hrch 1946 a t S chwabiach Hall , 
Cer . 

RA.HW."'L SHUi ACIBH 
Ca pt . CMP . 
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Tru.!!.LATICJ: OE' LEGJo..:l'D TO :J Fl',;H •A• DRAwr· BY 
Rottr Rrwin SZYIE R,;J:J: , H r fl.l'Cb 1946 • ... .. ... 

SlETCE CF E"TRA1:CE TO 1/ILL,Ci 
ST OU-ONT. . . . 

l"lace where American prii:ioners of war were Dhot . 

1. Flottf . ERA.HN ' s Tank 

2 . Uscha . BFll.lLCHRE: ' s tonk 

3 . Uscha BRAU3CE1T. 1 s tank position after shooting of 
.American prisoners of war . 

4 . American _pl'iuonaro of war ( 20-25) 



• • 
Rottf Erwin ... '.£.Y 1 ,'W.KI . 8 t.srch 1946 . 

SJE'.l'C I:i: CF C~J;T'Lrl OF 
STOU lOJ T 

Yi bere a large group of American prisoners wera atard ing . 

1 . 09cba . ROFETER ' s tank . 

c:: . Uach . BRAUSCl-mE ' s tank . 

4 , Ustur . :H.OC!i ' s t ank . 

5 , An.erican priaor1ers of Ttar (25-30) 



•• • 
TRAJlSLATION CF T,R;-ElD 'ro ;;i"ETCH "C" 

DRAwr: BY Fi.ottf szyr-x;:;1 . 8 l.m'ch 1946 . 

s:J::'lCH OF Pl.AC:; 1 to 2 1'.)n woa tword of STaJlD!vT 

next to the .r.ain ro.ilroad et&tion .3TOU101'T ,whore 

Aiihrican prisoner:J of war l'/Ore shot . 

1. Uscha . BRA.USCHi.E 1 o tonk 

2 . Us tuf. Y..AUFLANN ' s t onk 

J . Ustif , li:0:::H' s tank 

4 . 10 to 15 Ir iaonera of we.r 

5 • About 10 .Pri soner ~ of war 

6 0 Far a chu te Infsntry . l .G. 

7 . Spot where Uscbe , OW..tECIDE and I s tood when l s hot 
t.'i t h the l.'. , Pi into the Amorican priaoner s of "'Br Group. 



I, ...C.t.l<l;.lz........8~..lfpe.rak.. . ' b,1n11 fir&/ da/y 
BM1orn, mukf' the /ollowifl,f ~statement under oath : 
fd, __&_w_i..n_...S.:&.f.P.£.t-.S..n. _____ nac:hdem /th UJI rec:hl -
mll}JJg eingesd1woren wurd l', mud1 e die / ulgen de Aussage unter E.ld 

-~~'.-~ ... -~~-~-~~----~-:~:....~-~-~~~~~:;:,~~,,:;c h~"~,~:g;~p~:y 0t1~~f~v~~n~,;,~=)~-~~s9.lri:l.... 
Die ob /ge n zwei Plwt ogrnph ien s/nd Phofograp fl ie11 desselblge11~.s.t.11.f.....• .C..9.~.l_,s.f::___ _ 
..........______,. ti_ OOL:·-·----..···- von mfr In melner eldesslt,l/lich rn AJssage genann t, 
darl r r l __ .Q., .....L-n<o...!J!f_j_6, ____ . 

\~ . 
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,, __ ___ [1Ji!.?2V,2.-.....Q:&..4d../2!:L.$..J,~ · ----- , b,1., f/r,I d•IY 
•worn, mq_ke the fol/owing stafe~ent under oath : 
/dt__~.twl n S,Jipectlr( --.----- ,radtdem ldl erst redlt-
mtJjJlg elngesdlworen waftte, mutht die /olgt nde Aussa1e unlu Eld 

The above two photographs are photograph• of the umt :-S?•nrz 11 t"a,er 
_______menlioned by me In my a///davll, dolt d ...4-~-t!..fl._..Z'.,!L~--··..··' 

Die oblgen zwtl Photograph/en s/nd Photograph/en deutlblgen..J.C.11.r.m...K..i.J~_r__... 
von mfr In mtlner eldeulottlldu11 Aa.,oge 1enannt, 

datlert~r-'-?V...e._.,_i,,_6____ 

itero.r.-~,~t~._L~7-'-=-'--
o,,ant:at1011 darln El/d O/lenal11e 
Elnhtll •4hrrnd dtl El/tl-ElnaatzH 

\O,.,,V 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

~ 
I. 1 oee,Ph »l'f• ll-- -.Jigu.-11 to W,r Crimea Brau,:i,. U11 ited S1ate~ An 11~. 

APO 633, H 11 11 in terp re t er , h aving been dul y i ,,.,rn, 1lcpot f' 11111\ i la l e tha l 1'11' 111 11rl1e1I E 11gli sl1 l n 11 ~la1i11 11 i1 

a lrne 11 1111 1ce11 n t e r e nde ring o r the Germ an or ig in 1I of th i- , u 1eme 111 o f 

_lirioh URN.EB 

ta lum on 4 J..pril 1946 at Sd, wiil,iu t, Hull , G H11111 11 y. 

Raphael Shumaoker, Capt•, CMP 

c1111 1iu in g or ,,ages, iu to En~1isl1. 

I, tl ui dc1iu11c ut , fur li lllr , tale 1h at I s1,e11k Gc rni au u111I Eugli i l, l\11e 11 1l y and 11 111 ful l)· 11ual ifit:d a;, an c,q,..rt 

Gcr rn 11 11-E11gli1l1 i11t er 11rel e r hy r eason o f t he fo llowing 11111lifica 1iou1: 

1. llr aat1Ta t 0Dgt1e 1a Oenan. 

2 . I l earald .t.ql.iah thraugh atlldy ot t: be l UIIJ.aa• ~or 2 hcare i r.. liiSh 
Sohool, one 7ear i n col l ege, and et.pt -,a tha ot neni QC olueoe , a ll 
in Yl.JSNN.l . 

3. I huYe • r oken l:bgliah oontinuow,l.y- e i nce Sept~er 19:;, . when I oam.J to 
the tJni tod v t atca; . Ia .Ptemoer o'f 1941 l jo1D9d ,b.e Unit ed S tat en .Arfrl• 

4, J'ro February Ulltll t l1• latter part or .April 1943, I athn4ed t no Ii'I 
ooureo ati Camp MU'illhi, . llaryl alld , ooll4\lot .a by 'the IO.Utary Intelliaenoo 
Train:l ng Oeotor . 

,5 . J'rcm lW10 1944 until SeptombBl" l 1j.4.S , I eerYecl oontinuow,ly aa an I A' 
1aterrroaa'tor, in lllhioh aapaeit:7 I wu ooutan.U7 required to translate 
Otirman in'Co En&.Liah, ana. Tioe Tw...a . 

b. Sinoe 1unuary lj46 , I b.8"e bffn uaiped to t bli ar CrimN Branch, 
o . s . l' , h ,'1" , oa e o1Til11illl Cklrman- l!.nc.li•h 11Uerrpre\er, 

:rt~ 
s..·oru· .."1. n11111:ri l1cJ 10 be rorc me ,1ii, ..za ""':111r ..r ~ /?itL 

11 Sl'i1wii l1 h ,ti Hi ll. Germ111y. V 

,/47~~
¥,et~P\~:~ 
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• • 
I, i:.rich 11..Rn.u-i , .,j;j 1lot t1 • , havino been duly !lwar-n unuer 

Otltb make t.:. f'ollo.,in atut.ement: 

In ilec eni>er 1944 at th" tir:ie of the LD'...L offt.;nS i ve , I 
w..is a memb(.!r ot thi... .c::nd vlatoon , 2nd Com· y , l at SS I'anzer 
Regi.m_nt .l...:ir.::3Afi . I w_s useignOO to t ;1e Lank oi' Hauptacbll r
fuehr er Y.l~--l!JH as dri ver . t.y Co!I'pany Gonma nder was Ober
oturmf . CdlU.;.7r, and my pla toon leader was Hauptachf . lu...u PI1,;H , 

On l.) Deot.:mber 1944 about 6 o 1clock in the evenin . whih 
our company was tBs embl si in the fores n ear 1::ILh.I>J\..clvi i.IM the day 
prier t o the beginning of' the, ofr'ensi v e , Ob cr aturmt . G,-lliI6T 
deliv L.red a speech to th whol ei oan,pany. He spoke, as follows 1 

''"romorrow b"giD!l an of fans iv e ,1,, io h ia ga in..:; to 
dec i de the fino.l !'ate of our not i on . ,l e \'lill f§J 

f orward ruthless l y . He.,1<..mbt.r t .1tt terror bombi nss by 
the Americana "f;iich have kil led muny of our women end 
children . Now i.J our t i me fo,;: revenge . I n this of
fensive no p1·iaoners of war will be taken , • 

I kntiw froc Obersturmfuehrer Ciirl L:>l' ' s speec h tnat I could 
snoo t prisoners 01 ww· ,1ithout fea r of punishmen t from my 
s uperior office rs . I remember When Ubor;Jtunnfuehrer C.:.1H :hl' 
fin i..,hed his s p1;;ecJ1 , ...tu.1:nmann l.ill-KUL........:h clC from my tank crew 
ask1;;d tnc Compa ny Cournander wMre he could ..,et a pair of s hoes . 
Obersturmr . CHH I.::i!' enswered 1 

•,fuen t he offens ive• begins tomorrow we wi ll havE 
pl enty of loo t . • 

Obers t urmf . GdHLS'J.' also warn 00. u.e to be careful not to 
s hoo t in the villugee wh er 1:1 w"' saw t ne lett <: r •z- ecratchod on 
bui.ldi a as htJre would be our sold i ers in Am cx·icun unifor!llB who 
were with thtJ .;il~I..JllENY "0Up . ,lo wero told that SJ..PH~ ' .9 mm 
woul d toke off t .1 eir hclm,ts f:lnd wav e t hem as a sign of recogni
tion. 

On t he morni n g of 1 9 Uec embor 1944 , e t about 7 o 1 cl ock our 
tank together wit h other tonko of our compeny entered ,,u:O ,KiNI' , 
Jlt t'lis plac ~ I saw, erican i: riflonere of' war n1.o t, a nd I have 
drawn o oketch ma1·ked ~ ~ and attached it hereto showing the lo
cation of our tanks a nd th 1;1 •r oup 01 J.mor ican prisc n era of war , 
Rottf . frui.Hid ' a tank was knocko:l. o•lt o t th e ;>lace i ndicated by 
number 1 on my skctcn , 1,ty tunk was located at the p lac e toorked 
number 3 on my s ketc n ..ind the group o f ;.., ericon pr i soners of war 
is ind ica t ad by number 2 . 

Tne prisoners wr,o number ed about 1 to 15 atood witlout 
Wtidpons and wi t n t i1 eir he.nd.s cles,P1td behind t heir b eads . Two 
or t nree German Infer.try &Ol i ers stvod ard nearby , I know 
tnut th~e were American pr i.soners of \'er because they wore t he 
.iuo ·ican unifo:rr:i . 

~. a soon a s wa h...d r1..acbt1:d the i.,lace U\Ul'ked. with number 3, 1, 
heu1"Cl an order ove1· the rudio from wur c ompa ny coamander <.;hHL:;Jr 
that OUI' Tank should bum,p off the 46,mar- ican risoncro who had been 
ttiken by I nfantry tro::>ps fro .n tho hoJuau marked number 7 on my 
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sketch (:f.Dd brought to _posit ion number 2. Haugtschad'uehrer 
KliLLt lt:rl gave the gunner, Rttf . HOF.l!~ the order to t urn th.e 
turret left a.In gave tht:1 order to fire . Both, the turret 
muchin B\,l.D operated by rtttt . HO!(l!' ~ and thu radio~achine 
b'UD operated by Sturm. LJIL;KOl..A.SUil.CKfired 3 to 4 bursts cuch 
into the cup of J, risoners . I WOJ I. he driver and did not fire 
but I watched tho whole incident and saw how th!, .timericons ,~ere 
hit and alwnped to the ground. They lay i n odd poo itiono and it 
waa cl c.ar to me that they were all ei tber seriously wounded or 
dead . HiBht after this OberDcharf. ROPEl'.cli ' s tank went across 
t he field on to the road , followed by Untorochart . IRAu:;cHJG:.•s 
tank: , and we followed otter . We travelled a long tho main str eet 
of s.otJMuNJ.' and ra11ched a point in the center of the village , 
Ml.ich I have shown on my skt"tch ~a• attached hereto . At point 
number 5 on my sketch , I saw a oup of about JO to 35 American 
prisoners of war standing sideways . They were Stan.ding i n s i ngle 
f'ile facing us as we travelled towards them as shown on my sketch . 
Th~ prisoners had t irn ir hands clasped behind thoir heads , and had 
no weapons . When my tank roached the point shown as number 3 on 
my sketch , which was about II'.idway of the column of pr~onero , I 
sow maohine ...,un tracer bullets fir i ng into tbat part of tho grou}'.I 
of prisoners who w~re still ahead of me . 

It was clear to me from my }'.last experience in battle that fran 
the sound of the shooting end the amount of t raceir bullets I saw , 
that tho firing wao coming rrau two machine guns. Fran the noise 
and the trocorn I \VuS absolutely podtivo that the f i re directed e.t 
theso prfaoners ciu:lo from two machine gwis ond not from a s i ngle 
one . Thi s wao obvious tran t he fact that the tracers show ed two 
d ifferen\ but simultaneous trajectorit.s . 

I am also :pos i tive that thia machine gun fire cruno from two 
machine gun.a mounted on the s c.me vehicle . The trojectorios c.s 
shown by the tracers were practically parallol and not more than 
30 cm. apErt , and travelled at opproxiawtely the srunc height above 
the ground . For thes e reasons I concluded t ha t the tire had to 
come fran one vehicle , 

I could not see who was firing so I yolled to Hauptscharfuehrer 
KNAPPIUH 1 •who i a fir i ng?" Hauptscharf . KNAPPICH yelled down to me , 
•It i s th~ company ccmnander ' s tank . " That i s how I firs"t knew that 
Ob eraturmf . Cl!R I9r 1 s tank was directly behind UD . 

The Ami,r iccns that I l!taw shot , as I have just described , con
aieted of aoout half the group of ,30 to 35 prison ers and non e of them 
escaped . I could not s ee that hal f of the f il e of priaonere that 
my tank had already passed . I saw them s l ump t o the ground and as 
swned suo b pos i tions t hat I lwew thay wer e dead . I have aeon m1u1y 
sol d i er s soot in battle during the wo.r and I can pretty troll tell 
when a man i o ei t her badl y wound ed or d ead . 

What ba}'.lpened to the first part of this group of priooners 
I do not lmow but I asswno that the machine guns that fired at the 
part d the grou}'.I that I saw al so s hot the pr i soners in the f irst 
part of t he line t.S t ho group was not sttp.:i:rated , but a ll stood in one 
l ong line • 

./ ..lbout an hour later (we had only travelled about l or l f km . ) 
OW' tank column stopped on a very narrow r oad . DW'iug that Jleriod of 
on e OOur we had been t r avelliD!t 6 n this narrow rood . This 1·oad was 
so narrow tha t tsnks could nci th. er pass nor overtake other tanks , 
Rhen we stopped I then saw that Obersturmf'uehrer CHRISl' ' s tank was 
the on e travell i l\::, directly behind us. 
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Cl\ a day whi ch I bcli -,ve to be 21 December l ;,44 , whil e 
our group was encircled in r.... GLJ:.I ~ pocket , a t slx>ut 11 or 
11130 in thti morning , I, together with ttf . HOFF :.ANN , was 
ordered to shoot .American prison s or war . I hove prepe.red 
a sketc ma.1:ked. •c• and attac h it her e to showi ng the pl ac e 
wher e the American priazer e were aho t and Wht!l'e our tank s toocl 
guard. At the tim.a just mentioned I aa• Hs.upts chl:rt . PRI'ON 
of the 1s t Company ccme up to the tank and call Hauptscharf . 
10· I CH out . They spoke tab-ether for a few manents and then 
KNA.FPICH came back to t he tank and ordered Rttt . HO»MA.NN and 
nzyselt to come along with our weapons . When we j oined Hau_p t
scbarf . KNi\.PPIGH he s aid to us , •we have to bum_p off pri soners . • 
We all w,;:nt down to the hous e where t h8 prianers were kept in 
the cel lar. I have indicet.cl t his house by numbor 4 on my 
sketch marked "CN . Our group conaistod of' Hauptscho.rf . KNU-'PI CH 
wno had a machine pistol , Onter s charf . TREClirSLl!R of the 1st 
Company , who oleo bad a machine p i stol , S turm. Lllt' of Unter
acharf . 'r:U:LrlBL..R 1 s crew, Rt tf . HOFDJA.W , a nd myself . ,'11th the 
exception of TRli.Ch,;;;LER and lOW>!lICH, we all had Bel gian pistols . 
\-lb.en we reached the houae where the Am ericau prisoners were 
kept , Haup techarf . ~ .nGH said t o Rttf . HObl W and rm , • a:, 
in and bring tbam out and take th9D. to e garden nearby.• 'He w&nt 
down to the cellar e nd I yel led and motion&d to the pr i soners to 
cane out . Then HCF1'UM-1 and I took them to the place marked 
number 3 on my sketc!:i en::l lined them up in two ro\'fs facing us . 
The group consis t ed of about 10 to 12 prisoners . Wa lined up 
about 10 meters in fron t of thu prisoners in the pos itions in
d icated on my sketch , I was on the extreme l eft and Rttf . 
HOF.Ft.ANN was next to me otn Hauptsoherf . I<l'lAlrI CH was next to 
him , them came Httf , LmJ and Unteracharf . TRmiSLl!B was on the 
axtr eme r i ght . Hauptscharf , KNA.l.i-I CH t hen sai d to all of us , 
•As soon ao I s t ar t firing with the machi ne p i s tol - every :mn 
shoot . • Inmediate l y after tbat Hauptsoharf . KNA1' I CH f ired hi::i 

ma.chine p i stol i nto th (.; prisone1•a and I took aim with my pi stol 
at the prisoner standing second from the lef t fac i ng me i n the 
f ront row. I only had 5 bullets loft in my magazine and I fired 
ell of t hem into t his one prisoner , I saw him s lump to the ground . 
I n t he meantime everybody elae had fi r ed ,3nd all the prison&rs 
·,ere lying on the ground , We walked up to the group of di,ed m~m , 
and I l ooked et the ono I had shot to see if he wae still alive ad 
needed a mercy shot • Howavor , af t er looking at him I was so certain 
that he was dead t hat I d id not bother t o deliver a mercy shot • .A.ll 
the other prisone a ware also ap,parttntly dead and after exam i ning 
them nobody ddivered ony mercy shots , lbuptschar f . !CH then 
tol d ua to return to our tank . 

I ram=nber t not on tho day we hft the encirclement I walked 
a long tha road in the direct i on of the church ae shown on I my sketch 
and ot the p l ace mark&d number 5 , I saw a s r oiw or about y:J to 40 
dead .Americans , From the po:Jitions i n which they were l ying I knew 
that t hey were i aonara of war wno had been bump ad off . It ,1aa 
obvious to me that they had not fa llen i n battl e because there was 
such a l ar ge group k i ll ed in ona SC".all p l ace . I d id not partici pate 
i n t his killing and although I h1;.ard somo of the aol d i ers f r om oth~r 
com.panics tAl king about it , I do not know for cer tain who shot three 
priSJltirs . 
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• 
I mak- tilis statem,nt consi1:1tin.3: of 7 ~ugee ond three 

sketches marked ·~· 1 
1 B1 and •c• voluntarily , without coercion , 

threats I or 1-,r omise:, of reward , 

J:l'icb 'ilu lli 
4 .t.pril 1946 

Raphael SHIJI.AOKE8 
Capt . CMP 
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• 
r.R.u,.JL1.rION oF Li,l.lc;.No 01~ M 11.:rr •.u. • 

TO J.HlkVrl' OF 

Erich i'IIB.i.d:lt , detei.. 4 pril 19,46 

3kt1toh of ontdno rr to villas• .::1rt,;m.;.0Nr, wher• l4 to 15 
..iric,m prisonurs of \'tlll' wora a hot , 

1 • .d-L.\l-JM 1 s tflnk 
~. 14 to 1_., Amt-ricun iirisonors of Ylar 
3 , Hau ptscharf , KNA:t-.1. ICH 1e tank 
4 , Untel'sch erf, I3H..i.U£Hl0!. 1 e tank 
.) , Obersturmf . C I~r 1s tank 
6 . Obarscharf . H0.t'J.!l'.cl.l 1s tank 
7 . House from wh ich 14 to 15 . \#rioan _prieon ,1·e of 

war wore brouaht out by G::trmon i,)8ratroopsrs . 

THa,.h~TIO~. ~ L .1.I&l:JJ) ON U HIBr1· 1 a• 

TO Al!"l<'IUAV?r OF 

Ii.rich ,IERlil:11 , dated 4 April 1946 

Sketch of' center of srom.tOln' , whore ... a to 35 erioen 
prisoners of war wi::re shot, 

l , Oberschf , ROPli!I' .ffi I s tank 
2 , Unt erschf , Dt-u ~CJllQ. 1s tank 
3 , Hauptschf , KN/il-'PICH ' s tonk 

4, Obuoturmf . CHHIS'r ' s Lenk 
5 . 30 to ;i5 A.mo1· ican prieone1·s of war 
6 . Chapel 

TRANSIJU' ION Qt Ll!.OEND ON L'I.HIB1.l' 1 01\ 

£1.'ich WlJ-1 , dated 4 April 1946 

Sketch of L.i. GLE~ , ahowi n~ the pl ace where C!ricen _pr isonero 
of IVOI' were s ho t . 

l. Hauptachf . lGAHWH1 a tanl': 
2. Unterschf . TRLGh.JLUl 1 s tank 
3• 10 to 12 n9dcon prisoners of war 
4, Hou.eis whore in tho odlar A.'ll9r ican prisoners of war were 

locked up . 
5 . JO to 35 d ..ad i\mericen prioon~a of V6I' 

a) I, - Rt tf . Erich iil.l1NER 
b) Rttf . H0.F'F1AN , Hdnz 
o) H.:luptsoh . ICNAI-'PICH 
d) Htt f , Lml 
o) Unterschf , TRElJr&Ut 
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FXhibit .A. - GultaY SFfUiNUER'a Statemm.t 



J'oaeph Iiraobbaum 
usig netl lo W1r Cri 111u Branch, U11 i1 ed S\a1e1 Army, 

APO 633, 111 •1• inteq,rrte r , ha Ying Leen 1luly •worn, 1le1oo•r arul sh1le 11, at t lu~ a1t ad1r,l E11;;li• l1 tr11n d1tin 11 i1 

a lrue 1111! aerunte render ing of the Ge r nu u o rigina l of t l,e shtrme11 1 o f 

take n 0 11 22 -'Pril 1946 a t Sd 1wii l1is1~1 l-l a ll , Germa ny, 

he fore Rober\ E. ltyru 1 .la1i L1i • • J'AGD 

1•1>111b ting of 2 111ges, in lo E11gli~l1. 

I, lh e ,le 1m11e nt , fu r the r s l a t e lha l I spea k Germ an aiul Engli~l1 ll111rn l ly arul 0111 fo ll y 11u a lili 1·,I Ha n e:1 1wrt 

Ge rm an-English int eq1re te r by reuon o f !lie followi ng 11ualiflea tio 111: 

1. M:r DaUTe 'liongue 18 German. 

2 a I l earned lillglieh through atudy or the l anauase 1·or two years in 
Hi&h Sob.ool, one year in college, and eigbt months ot evening olaea•, all 
in VIENNA., Au.atria. 

J . I b.aTe apoken &.gliab. oon.tinuoualy a inoe S.ptember 1939 when I 
o_,_e to the Onhed St a,;;es . In Sepumber or 1941 I joined t he United States 
A"'IY• 

4 . l'rom .February unt il t he l atter paM ot 4pri1 1943 , I attended t he 
IPli oourae a t Cam,p MUohie , Maryland, oou4u.oted by t he JUUta.1·y Intelligence 
Trainina canter. · 

.5 . :rrom J'une 1944 until Sep tember 1945, I a ern d eonUnUOllely a a an 
IPW in~errogator, in whio h oapaoity I was oonata ntly required t o tramlate 
German into Engliab am Tice Teraa. 

b. Si nue J'anuai·y 194.b I hue bHD uaianed to tbe Wu· Cr imea Br'anob., 
U.S.J" . 11 .T. a s a o1T1lian German-qlbh interpre ter. 

?~~ 
Sworn ,,.4 , uhmih,d '" l,efo" "' ' ,hio 2 3 --;;-., cz.t'~-· /. /~ JI J. 

11 S.41wii l,i1tf1 111 II , Ge rma ny. - v----

/4?~
~ C MI'°-·~"";J~ 0·3 r 

I 'i 
~ - v~ 



1. Quata• SrilENGJil\, ss stw:mu.nn. ba•iD& oeen duly 
eworn upon oath. make the followin& etate•nt supplcmt 
ery t o my etatment of -.t.f J'ebru.ary 1946. 

On the 22nd o:.i. A,Jril 19~6 two photograpba were ahon 
to me. one ot which bears the writing •Ez:hibit .A.~0t:Dit0Nr1 

and t he other one 1 Exbibh B..9?0tJl40Nr1 • Both of theee 
,Pbo"GOgraphe show the house whlc h I deaoribed in my etatsmnt 
of 27 J'ebru.ary 194,6, where Obereturmtuehrer SIWl:RS shot 
three .American prisoners ot 11&1" in preamce of Oberaturmbann
tuehrer PEIPER. 

on tbe picture m r k:ad 'Emibit .i...sl'CIJMONr1 I ba"Y e 11.ai·ked 
with the l ette1· X anu Y the exact po,ition of Obera -.:urmtuebrer 
5IEJ7iRS and Oberaturm.bann1'u.ehl"er ? .t.!P i.R at the t:1m& when Obm'
stumfuehrer SDYmS a bot the three American priaonera ot war. 
Oberetunntuetrer SmllRS stood at t he spot am-ba. X and Ober
atu.rmbannfuebrer PEl:P.ER at t mi spot aeriCed Y. The three 
.American. prisoners of war stood at the exact poe1 tion aa s hown 
by three persons w1 t h their band• over their heads on the 
piotw·e , at t he time aa I paaeed this place, a.a I described it 
in my statemmt of 27 February 1946. 

The photo merked ·lt'thibit B~N1'1 1.s a p i i, ture of the 
lam.a house I 4eeoribed aoo"Ye . Howner, 1 t e howa t he path goine; 
ort the •in road and running a long the house , which 1a the 
path I t ook at the ti.me of the inoidenta I 4eaor1.bed in m:r 
statement da'ted 27 .February l 94b. 

I ha"Ye aet my signature and today•s a.ata on the rnerae 
aide of both photographs which I deaoribed abo'Y• and make tbmn 
a part of t he statement aDd attach them hereto. 

I .aake thia statement ooneiaUn,e ~ two _pqea and two 
pbotop-a.,bs marked iizutbit A..sI'OOMONr 1 and 1 Zm.1bU B..sI'aDl<lfr1 

Tolwitarily, without 1or0e, tbreata or prom.1aee of reward . 

(al,plocl) Gua\aY SIWUOIII 
22 April 19"6 

Subaoribed and aworn to betore • 
tbi• 2211d day of April 1946 

Robert "' • ~ 
let L-.:.. U.GD 

http:PEl:P.ER
http:stw:mu.nn
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

u1ig11r tl to War Crimu Hr111d1. Uniletl S1111r1 Ar,n,. 

Al'O 633, a8 a11 i11lt'rj•re le r , 1, avi ng lieen t.luly ! Worn, d1•1•otc- 111111 , la lt' 111111 tl1c..attad1ed Eugli~l1 lra n~lalion i~ 

11 true i nti 1ee11ra 1c- r.-ndc r ing .,r Ili c Germa n o ri 11 in al or th,• ~Uto•mt'nt or 

Hane H1111g 

15 ~Is re h .194 S 

lmfore RAPHA.EL SHUMACKER , Capte ln, Cf.IP 

ro ush l in g or 5 1111ge1, inlo Englisl1 . 
end 2 eke t chee 

I, tl, e 1lo11one11t , furt l,e r ~l ate 1ha1 I ~11ea k Cor man 1111t l E11glis l1 fi11 e11 1ly 1111d am full y ,, 1111 1rn,,,l 11 ~ 11 n ex pnt 

Ge r111nn -E11 g li t l1 lnl r qire l e r l,y reuo11 of the fo ll owl ng •111nlifo·11 1ioru: 

1. atr ..u •• -~ ta 

a. 1 MY• apaire 1fG i. £ar 1 ,-...-•• 

, . 1 • .,,u.,. tOlt l ,-ra &1. H ool 1A YI , ulria. 

'- 1 1h04 1a T. P" flo• 19JJ-l9~ • 

5. I 11•.a in -t» u·..n· l T tr-a 19.fw vatu 1 1.rt ,~. ~•Jl..D .. ar.a 
wit.I\ \M iou. lA!aJ' 11"• 

6. Ao• \It.• 4th ot .lebrur,- lJ.i.6. I NnOd •• bhl'pre<ter ,,-uu. '\iw a 
crlM srancll ia l-~• ---.n,. 

(~~~ 
s,,.,,., , .,,1 ,.,1,.,,n.,,1,. 1.,ro,. .,,. ,,.,,.;:i~~,.,.,, ~ / f' f"k_. 

11 1 Sd1wiihi, ,i1 Hall. Gernmny. 
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I, Hens HILLIO, first being duly sworn , tn!lkfil the 
following atat11ment und1or oath1 

During the AIFEL Offen81. ve in D11oanb11r 1944, I was i n th11 
oa:ranuni cations platoon ~ th11 Hfiledquerters Comoany , 1st SS 
Panzer Hegim11nt , LSSAH ea Unt11racberfuahr11r. 

I saw the f irst shooting of a prieon QX' of war in the Ell'l:L 
Off11nsive on 17 DGclilmb'1r 1944 • . Tba n:aot tima I cannot r ecsllJ 
I only know that i t woo in the afternoon . This bappen11d at th11 
road - cross i ng which was on th11 way from BUELLI N.'.lh.N to .E:NGl:.LSOORF 
and which was abou t 3 to 5 kilom11tars north of EN}.liLSDORF. Can
ing fran BU.ELLI NG!!N "" t urn11d s curv 11 to our left i nto the main 
road , end s topp11d just about st the north end of a pasture on 
which a rather l orge nwubar of eppnrwntly dead AmQX'ioan soldiers 
wor11 lyi ng . I also can remember that there wa..:3 a house on the 
corner d ir11ctly on th'1 right s id11 aftor making thfil lfilft t urn . I 
d11finitfilly lrnow that the v~hicl e of Houptacharfueh.rer HA.RTMA.m 
drove immediatel y behind us and a t t he same time stopped at th11 
above ment i oned plac11 . I don 1 t know exactly whether the Div 
CClllD.u.nica tions v~hiclfil f ollowed HnRl'JMNN . I can nmli1'lbe.1.- thai 
a Mark IV tank w.::ia ptt1·ked 4 to 5 metera ahead of us on the ri t:!Pt 
hund s i de of the road in front of this pasture . Wfil bad been 
staniing at this paa tu.re approxi mately 3 minutes on the righthond. 
s ide of the road when I oaw how Ob11rscharfu ehrer HIJ&R (ea sa11n 
f r om my tank at thfil righ t r ear corn11r of t he :postur11) mod e a n 
Amal"icen :priSJJ.m- g11t u.9 , I saw how HDBEH k i cked thi5 :p1·isonQr of 
war with his f oot b11fore h'il had him t up I and I furthermon saw 
how Ob11rscharfuohru HUB.l!R ordered the pr ison11r to taloo off 
oev11ral p i eces of clothing of which I can recall t he followi ng 1 

Shoes end pento. 'l'hor 11 a l so could huv11 be11n other thiags which 
HUBEH took a way from t he prison11r but I cemnot say for certa in. 
I furth r-r saw how HUBER order11d the pr i son'1r t o turn around 
afh..1: which HUB.cR sh:it th" p.1.: i sonJr down from t ho bac k . Th11 
_pri son11r fell a t once t o t hw ground nnd as f ar ao I can r11m11mba.1.· , 
HUBEH f ired an othn shot ( ii; also could lu:i vo beon several) into 
t he Friaoner a ft er he fall to tho ground . In:mediately afte.1.·w1:1 rd.a 
HU.t:ilin wont back to his tank w1 th t hese pieces of clot hing . I know 
that it was HUBIB b'1cauae I knew him aa I had onca p l ayed cards 
with him. 

I know tha Amfil.l. ican soldi er whom HU.tilli s hot was a _pr i oonar ot 
war b11C e USti1 h11 imm<idiatoly raistild b.is hande and did not carry aey 
cirms ao f ar as I could s1111 , That he was an American I could r11oog
ni ze from h is u ni form . .\nothor wy11 - wi t n11ss t o t t i s shoo,:; in ~ ie 
Unhrs tu.rmtuGhrer KRAO~E who was stand i ng ntilxt to m11 in the SPif , 
I can r11oall the followi n_:; p110pl e who w11ra at t h i s loca tion i n my
SPW, 

1 . Unter:nurmruahr11c KKAU5Sl:. , Horst 
2 . !-tott enfuGhrar KIE.Fl:R , Hor s t 
J . tto ttanfuehror .l..EHN , ,fo l t ur 
4. Onhrschar.fu.11hra1· Hn.LIG, Hana 

- l -



I •ould UM to add that during the time while this 
shooting was goin~ on, two other Ger lllJn a:idbrs •ere in 
t he pasture. They were walking amc>OB those SPlltren tly dead 
prisoners and shot into t hose hoc.lies w1 th their pistols . I 
don ' t ltirllEtD.bar who thosil pwpl lil lh:re , for t hey did not belong 
to our unit. I t 1o ti fact that these people did not billong 
to thr,,, crew of our Sz>-H beouus a nona of us dismounted at this 
spot . We then travelled on. 

I have ma.de a skutob to cl arify the abOVQ statement , marked 
it Exh i bit •A•, and I malui it a part of this stahment . 

In the li&rly part of th 11 afhrnoon of the 19th Dooember 1944, 
tha following happened • If ODlil travels frcm LA. 01.EIZi:; to S.t.'001:0Nr 
th"N atunds .:t house on the l eft s i de of thG roa.i Just as one 
raachaa tha • dg~ of srOUMONr. Around th e house i s a ge r dan whioh 
is surroundad by a hedge 1:about 1 .20 meters high . I was told by 
Unt erst urmf'u '1!:irer KttAU.::1oSE t o perk beh i nd thia house , that i s be~ 

I
h ind the badge . We were otand ing there for a bout one -half hour 
at this place, when I r eceived fran Unt ersturrnfuehrer KNAU:::;SE the 
order to gather up in one pile s ll eneley' weapons and smnnmi t ion ; 
the 'IVailabh crew of my vehicl e was to help me . Suddenly I h r.:ard 
Sturmbannfuehrer PEIPER shout , "Hll.LIG , get that prisonor . " I kn1aw 
vrh..re t he prisoner was b11cause ono(l before I had €Xlilouted an order 
f rom PEI?ER at whioh time I saw this priooner . I took t he rrison,r 
from th il lobby of the house where he wee s itting on the stairs and 
was guurdlitd by Rott.mfuehrer faltor I.EHN . I l~ him besi:t Iii the house 
and turn11d hllll over to Sturmbanntu11hrer PEI:r..i:R wno waa al tting on a 
atone . Inmediately n£:.x:t to I-~n°m stood the following offioera 1 
Obersturrnfu• hrer Rud i '· MJIE , and Un tilratw:infuehrer Horst KR.\.USSE, 
and I believe I also saw th lll'e Hauptaturmfuwhrer Hans ORUEHIE. 

fte1· I gen ths pr itlonor over to lll!:IP.ER I withJrew about 5 to 6 
met'ira and rQIJl8.inad t here . The reason was I \1anted t o see wha t 
PEJ:Pm intended to do with tha priaon ar . I saw ani heard as PEI !fll 
was talki ng to this man in a foreign tongue . Thia prioo Ofil' only 
enswerod to tha first s &nhnce which he wo.a a.skild by PEIPER . 
Pl:IPI:R continu&d talking to the pieoner , but the prisoner rlimainad 
1aute . At the end of tbe int lilrvi"" blitwlillin EJ:~ end the pr i soner 
I know , howevilr , that tho prisoner gav lil a short answer . .FEIHa then 
was very angry and ahout11d , •HllJ..IG I• - I answered , •s turmbanntu ehrer•. 
PEllER said , •shoot t his man and lay him next t o the anti - aircraft 
gun . • By t hat he mean t that I shoul d shoot tbia man in the vi ci nity 
of the anti -aircraft gun. I led th,i pr ioo nwr away towards the loca 
tion which was i ndicated to me by PEIP.cR . Wb11n I was about 75 m&tera 
away £:ran PEIPER he shouted after me , ••r hat is far eoough.• I would 
Uka to add that I had E:I. pistol on me but no rreohine p istolJ there
for 11 , I l e t someone hand ~ a tnaohine pistol f ran my vohio.18 . I 
oannot tall e xactly who eave it tom" but I believe 1t was Rottan
fuahrer Walter LANDFRIED . tter 1 had be11n addr.aaed by FEI PER as 
indioeted above, I t ook the maohino pi stol ond firild on e amt into 
tbe r egion or t his American pr 1eonilr 1s heart . Ho collapsiid immediate 
ly. As be lay on th e ground I shot him onoe more int.a t he temple to 
be sure that he wos d esd . I Im.ow thut the !?Ian did not suffer an:1 was 
dead because his eyes w!ilra glassy. I then returnlld to PEIP.ER who was 
St ill s tending a i the same s pot, and r gported to him that I had ex
oouted hie order . He answered somethina; wh ich had to do with the 
prisoner , but , however , I cannot remliilllb wr it any mora . I t hen again
returned to ley' pr 9vious work . 

- 2 -
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To illu.etrah the above statement I had made up a sketch , 
marklld it Exhibit 'B' and mad• i't a pert hereof . 

Thie stahment conaia'ting of 5 pages end two eketchQS , 
wes made voluntarily end out of my own initiative , uninfluenced 
by force , threats , harahnaea or promis es at any sort. 

I swear by God t hat the facts which are etatW. her ein are 
t r ue and I am reody to repeat same before any court of ju.etico . 

1.; .3.1946 
HANS !llLLit:-

dworn to ard s ubscribed before ma 
thia 15th day- of March 1946 at 
SCH•lJiISCH !ldLL , Oar • 

llAEL SHUMAClOR 
Capt CMP 
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TRA.tSLlTICN 01' Lm:EMJ TO SKETCH EIHIBIT •.A.• ot 

HlIB !!ILLIG on l5 -cb l 946, 

LEGEND 

1. ) 'nle1•e lay the .A.Joor i can soldier HUBER 11bot . 

2.) .lt this pasture lay many .A.merican soldiers . 

J .) HUBE.R ' s Tank 

4.) HILLIG'e radio 

5.) J'rom this spot we saw HOBER 

6.) HAR!'UANN 'e Radio 

7•J Barn which was set afire by the men 

B.) .AU>artlmnt bouee on main etreet 

9•) The direction we can:B from 

10.)1.llin road to ENGEI.sDORF 

11.)In thia direction we left this place 



Drawn by ~ HILLIG. 15 Mlrcb 1946. 

L EGEND 

1.) l'rom there I bad to get the prisoner and tab him to FBIH!R 

2 . ) .Woation of prisoner at tbe interrogation, 

3 .) ,U this p l ace I had to aboot the prisoner on FBIHlPa orders 

4. ) .ll!lI Hm 

5. ) .6.dJuto&nt'• Tank 

6. ) lillLIG ' 1:1 radio . 

7 •) HARTMANN' a radio 

B.) Had io of the Division 

9. ) J<ilocked out Panther 

10.)A-t looation at dawn 

11.)..- last location before l euing for a OLEIZE 

12 .)J.t, l ocation before lee.Tin(I; tor S'l'OID.ONI' 

13.)C.P. - PCE'lEClllo;'8J and of Infantry Battalion 

15o) lUJBJI '• C. P. 

16.).firat house at entrance ot S TaJLDNT 

17.)churcb in STCUWNT 



I, ............ /:J.11..N."- ...... ........f:l..i.b.. b....l .. &_________ , betn1 first doly 
swornLJ!!:.ake lhe1/'!lff'!''ng statement andtr oau,: 
ldt-1::LC,LJ!2.S-1:f.1_ /1 I -fr, nadldem ldt trat rtdtl-
mlljJlg elngest:hworen w~de, mudle die /olgendc Aussage unter Eld 

The 11 bo1•e two photographs are photo1rnphs of the some ,,.frV..Y"1 Btl NN E ulf >i...N...!f If 
....P £.J P g f?. ·····-· ....mentioned by me In my a//ldovlf, doled ...h ?.-:..et.t1.!3.:.....l ..'l..':!...k.. , 

Dl+,.QbJJ!,n zwei Photograph /en slnd Photo1raphlen dentlblgenStu.t:Ti2~!" 
_.rf.{_f_~]?.g,_~ - ---.,.·gn·~... van mfr In mtlner eldenlaltl/dun Aauage 1enannt, 
d ot/er/ ~ '..fi..L.':.Jfk,-.,,2.. &. _ T~ . 

~ 1{,,JJ,~ 
Flrd Nam, (Vor1111md Lo1t •t <z••••d 

'fl1o.£,.,,,&e, b.M<Fw 'k-,.at<-
R•lll (Dlu1t1r•t) 

(-''/} ?z ?fr," ,{fj,4 .. N'. 
Or1unlzt1llon ;;,i; El/et 01/tnllH

d Efnhtlt •llhrend dn El/d-£ln111lu1 

~=°$.._?.!.,nda:••;t'1tF:3 ....'.~';,,, .. 

.. Of// - ;dm /nt , 1;;,.~~~ 
I 

.....faµ• ... Arm -o,~£~!----



l •......lJI.J. .N..~......_..l::/..l.ic.!,,J..6r: -:--,----,---.---- ·- • b,1n11 Jlr1t d•ly 

;:~~d.ta'.£;__'';111[/:·9.:'ng statement oath: ' Ith redlt-under nachdem eril 

mlJftJg e/ng11schworen ::urde, mudre die J olgende Aussage unter Eld 

The above two photograp hs nre photographs of the Hme 0eEB5C.l:fARE.1!....i.liJi. F~ 
......l.i.l.!../3..E..B................... men/Inned by me In my af/ldnvll, daled......L:C..l!j,.tJ..!t:...l.t'f..2.. , 

Die ,p!Jji/i'';;olograph!en slnd PholOifraphlen d,s,e/blgen.CJJ:1.t..t'.5t;;.f¥J!:-Lcir.k,~(!~ 
_ !!,_(& -r:._'ffi -~z.···-:-,-9:'f{/" mfr In melntr eldentattlldlen A11ua1e 1enannt, 

da/1,r/_ , ---·· 1{J;(A,w 1lJC,· 
IF1r.1No1n1 (Vorlfome) i.,t e (Z,,,.ad 

Ur:i t<1,f"f,Cf.la,-,.Fc1:1'J.N£f<-
R•trk (Dte,,.t1r•d) 

t''»3 ~.l /..f}/1. #. 
Orgonlzatlo11 \t /,., El/d 01/tn•lu 

Eltthtll r,IJhrud dn Ef/f'l•Eln,otn, 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

n~ig ne,I 10 Wu Crime, IJrand,. U11 i1 ed Stat u Arm y, 

APO 633, • • 1111 inl e rpre le r, l1avi 11g l,een duly ~"om, tl,•110,r an,I ~lair 1h111 th r a11ad1et l Engli! h 1ra,ul111iou i, 

a t r ue ..ul arcura te r emler ing of the Ge rman ori gina l of the si.1rnu•111 o f 

Willi .BRAUN 

11kenu11 16 J.pril 1946 

1,cfure R>li!lRI' E .BYRNE.-_.l.st Lt. JAGD 

- .. llillu 

1•ngc,, into E11glisl1 . 

I , the 1le 1w 11eu1 , furt he r s tate 1h 11t I speak German aml E11glis li fl,u:ntl )' an d 11111 full y ,1ualili,·d 11~ uu t'x ., ,· rt 

Ge r ma11,E 11glil11 in t11qne le r h y reuon of the fo llowi1111 ,111a lifi rn lions : 

1. - la., .u•• ---· 
a . I ap• Ille flnl -• :,an of ,q 11..fe la~ Ull _, '° 

elaaMJ7 eell.ool ti.re. 

3. I - • - 11111,e1 8'9'- 1,ae•la 
... 1 ... , .. ,....,.pinla•---la--. -0-

-w.. er.._,.... - -·-- r.- .,_,. Ir _.u. 
5• l lleft -D aorr1e4 f_. "'- P•' el..& ,.... lo e Jlr1'lelo t14&1>Joe\ eDI 

.,_.. -.ua -ua..u:,, n -· 1117 •Ue - ""' opeu - . 
,. 1 ..... - iD ,_ -· ...,. - ,. "'9 .... 2~ ,.....,aYiaa-.a......... iD-1911,S ....... __1__ ..__llop_, ... ~-la--- ..... ,_ l~. 

<4 
Swu m anti . uLu:rihe,I lo l,efor e me lhis ;l D ,ta,· o r 

111 S,f,wil,is,ti Hall , Germa ny. 



I, 171111 BRiIJN, ba,-ing been duly sworn UJ)On oath , make tbe 
.following atatemarita 

D.lring the Ell'KL often.sin in December 1944 , I was aturnrann 
in tb KWK ( eelt- propelled gun) 1quad of the 4th platoon , 11th 
ColDJ)any , III Bat talion , 2nd hnzer Grenadier Ragimant , LSSAH. 

In the night of the 15th to the 16th r..cemller 1944 , I beline 
it wae in the early morni::ig boura, our c0m})6.ny comnander Obersturm.. 
tuebrer Heinz TOM{AJl)T conducted a com:pany orientation at which he 
said about the t ollowingt 

• It you see eoldiers who wave theil· steel helmets 
over the iJ.• heads, you are not going to shoot at them ! 
It 11 tanka a tam. together in a group you will also not 
aboot at these aoldiera . You will not take llny prlsonera 
of war in this oft~ns ive, and alao you wil l bump oft 
c iTiliana who show themselves.• 

Immediately atter thh comJ)llnY' orientation we drove into the 
otte.neho. I know of one 6ingle Cade whero p.•iaonera of war were ahot 
during this offensive, that is on orders ot Unteracbartuehrer Gerhard 
SCHUW.CJ:nm, who wa5 the cOlllmander of our SPI, To that t ime the 
1'ollodna other peopl e rode in ~ SlWs 

Gren , He inz 11JUEDRICH3 
Gren, KctUOR 
Rottt ,EdDJJ.d TOM:ZUC 

and I Sturm,Willi BRWN 

These aro all the ti1,et and last names ot the people who rode in my 
SPrf as tu ae I can remen:ber , 

In the morning hours of the 19th Dec 1944 th~ shooting of these 
prisoners of war took place an! that wu in the vicinity ot ST0OM>N'l' , 

It was a bout in the tollowifl8 nanner, A i-ratrooper came along 
the road wi t h •••n A merican prisoners ot war, Uacba .SCHU1~HER 
etopped him and aaked him what be would do with the priaoners. The 
paratrooper answered 1: • I shall evacuate tbem to the rear • . Thereupon 

SCHtJ?l..lCHER said • Ob I'm going to br ing them nwself tQ tlle rear• , '!be 
para trooper turned the Jl,risonars over to SCHUMACHER and went hie way . 
To t ha t time our SN stood at tho right hand side ot the street it me 
18 driving t oward.a S 'IOUM)NT. A pasture wu oppoaite the parkins 
pl ace of our SPW, SCWMACHER orderttd the priaonore to go to t hia 
paa,ture • where he lined them up in one row ard gave ua all , that ie 
the whole group ot the SPR • the order to d tsmunt with band weapons. 
Tbereu.pon he ordered ua to bUJIU) off the prisoners. At t ha t time the 
Jll'iaoner:J stood about eight tot.nm, away from th• street ill thia 
pasture and ., e~d about five 10 aix m diet.nee away from the 
atrNt at t.b.e edge of tbe pasture • .ltter Uscba SCHUM\CHER hid given 
the order to abcot th• pri1011er1 1 wr wbole crH ahot ... i .. tbeae 
Jriaonera . For that U.oha SCHU?!.A.CHiR used a maoli.j.ne pla to'l , 'roM::ZAK 
and I ueed pistole and KONIOR a taet tiring rifle, The Pistol I ueed 
tar tha t waa • Belgian J',N. I discharged niy map.zine which contained 
eig ht rounda• at th• prieonera and had no time to ahoot a s econd 
.agai.in• at the pria oners , J'ira t I ahot at on• pr isoner aiming at 
the bead and eaw him tallil•g to the ground dead and be didn't a:>ve 
any 11Dre . When that bad happened , I saw another hit and atill movins 

• 

http:maoli.j.ne
http:c0m})6.ny


lll'ieoner lying on the ground , Ob-rioualy tbis •11 had only beeD 1'01.1.nded 
and out ot pi t1 to bim I tben gave him the arcy ebot, Itr.mediatel)' 
attar this i ncident we drove on to S 'OOmutr. 

Tbis a tatemen t conaia tins; of a ix pages wu •de by me To luntar
ily, uninfluenced by force, harsh treatment, tbreata or promises ot 
any kind, 

I swear before God that the taote whicb I b.ad stated in thi• 
depoei ti Oil are true and I am prepared to rel)eat eame botcre any court 
ot justice, 

Willi BRAUN 
16th .A.i,-11 1946, 

Subscribed and eworn to be>tore me 
thie 16th day of AJ)1•il 1946, 

ROBERT E BYRNE 
lat Lt, JAGD . 



•• • 

,•.....W.LJ,,J.L ...BRA.!J ..,________ , being /frat d•ly 

;:°JJ!:...tl.J'he 1/J,1;.,W~n~tarement under o_a_rh_,___ nadldtm ,rs/ rtdltid! 

mlJftig elngesdlworen wurde, mudle die /olgende Aassage unter Eld 

Th e abo ve twn photographs are photographs of the Hmt G:S&N, HEtN-L-
/cBJ.E.12.lHC..H.S......mentloned by me In my a/J/davil, da/ed.i/,N_..Lt,..r.J;R.c,)!..f1/'., 

D ie obi1-: e11 zM•ei Phot ograph 'en s/nd Photograph/en de11tlblg1nfi..f{f.. ·-·Jj_f.JJJ!..~. 
£.£.i.t:J11}.~---··· ........ ron mfr In mtlner tldustatllldten AHIOlt genannt, 
dat/ert_.-:f.LdpLil-1~---·· 

............:~ 
Finl Nam, (vornamd La,t Nam, (Zana.id 

~=CW...~·~=='---
Ra"1c (Dlu1t1rad) 

.J..J'· A:arn P Pan ':f- ld!f! l2 8•9tL I~Ii-It 
Or1ani,a/to11 ~~rln1 El/ti Ol/1n1l,1 

Elnhelt •~hrrnd dt, El/d-J'!ln111ttu 

Sworn I~ and 1u b1,:,rlb~ be/or, mt lh/1

2.J.'-""2!1....... ,., 0/..1~/.._.__ , ""· 

"~ 
Rank Arm or S1r11lu 

http:r.J;R.c,)!..f1
http:JJ!:...tl


, •....•..•W...11.1..1 .....•.J3.B.£i..v......________ 
,worn, make lht f, 'l!W,{"K. s~Jtment under oath : 
/di WI Ll- I (1 /it/: "(J /f______.____ nadldtm /di .,., rodl/· 
mll/J/1 elngudtworen wurde, mudlt die /olgendt A11uo1t anter Eld 

The ribove lw n photographs are photo1raph1 of "'' 1•mt RD TT f , ft, ~IV NP 
.r.o.t.1.,..l... />; .K ..........men/1,oned by mt In my a///da,1/, daltd../J.•..tLe.!3.J.J.....L~.vJ.. 

oblgen zwel Photograph/en 1/nd PholographlH duulblgH..8..2.rIL.I...J2iJ(JJ!./J..D 
- -;t• , on mlr In mt/nu ddt,alatllldlu A•u1111 ,,n-.nt, 'L 

/ 1 r?l /.l'l 't6 __. \, 

_ _h' ,,· ¼y,4~ 
fl,;, N'1mt (Vorn••d LHI Na,., (Zana•d 

Rank (Dltn,t1rad) 

,,.-r, n 
11(( ewa i.r11a01>.R,:,r L t1If. H. 

Organ1fat1011 ',j,,,,,,, Bt/d Ol/1n1/111 

I!.ltthtll wlhrud de, Bt/d· l!ln111tze, 







[/c>1,i,4 ui lrttIr. J.It I 

/) 1~fc; t/6>
...r- ~ a...,w{_, ... , ... .:id, 
~__...._-tlt,._ .:,-,t£ ~ 
el ~ /,,,,;,, ,J. 

Ip~ ,f.;ad, ~-

4~~ 



TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

zllul Roseothal 11ni!lnl',I tu War Cri111es Uran,k United S1111r1 Arm), 
Al'O 633, 118 u1 iul erp rc te r. having hccn dul y ~wo ru, t!,•1m r a 11,l , 1:1 l r lli a t rlir a1111 d1eil E11gl i•l1 trnn•latiou i1 

a l ruc uul accu r at e rcn1lcring or tl,e German uri11i111I of t lu· s t111eml'nl of 

Edmund TOMCZAK 

27 March 1946 
111 S,~1wiil,isd , 11 11 11, Germ1rny , 

1,rron: RAPHAEL SHUMAC KER, Cap ta ln Cll!P
I 

cunaiating of 3 pages, iu lo Eng lisl1. 

I, lhc ,le 1w nc 111 , fn rt l,e r s l nte t h at I s11ea k Gennan 1111, I E11glisl1 f1111•11 1l y 1111,I 11 111 full )· r1ualifii:d u an l':< Jlrrl 

Gf'rm Bn•Englis li i111eq1rel cr l,y reaaon uf t l,e followi1111 •11rnlifiu lion,: 

1. German 1a ll\Y' native t ongue . 

2 . I have spoken EngU a h for Dina yoare . 

3. I studi ed :English. 'for three yeara i n eobool in VmR. , AUS'l'RIA.. 

4 . I lived in Etlgl.aLi s i nc e J'une , 1939 . I haYe been qil oyed. by 
the U.s. War Department aa a Gorman .. ~ glieh interpre t er s inc e 
Juno 1945 . 

-"-
S"•o rn 111d uih1cril1ed to hdort: mt: thi1 -21 ,,.,., 

111 Sd1wii li i1,t1 Hi ll. Ger1111T1)'-



I, E.dzrwld. TCldCZAX. , make the following atatement under 
oath aft er I was first duly sworn, 

During the EIFEL offensive I belonged to th e ll th 
COIJU)any Jrd Battalion 2nd Panzer Grenadiers L.S.S..A.H. 

During the morning of lbth or 17th Decemb,u: 1944 , 
we left our bivouac area the name of the village I no longer 
remember and drove into the ottensive. In my SPW drove the 
1'ollowing man, Unterecharfuehrer SCHUHMI..CHl:.R, Gerhard -
Group Leader, Rott entuehc er TO?re7.AK, Edmund - Replacement for 
any posit ion whhin the tank, Sturmnann BRA..N, Willi, Gunner, 
Sturm:nann WEISS , Loader, FRIEDRICW , Driver. 

I can remember that we paeaed some big crossroads where 
we turned left tir ounu. the curve. After we turned left around 
the curve I sew right .. t be road a large number ot .American 
priscners of war. I know tha t they were prisoners because they 
were guarded by German guards, and I recognized them as Ameri
cans by their uniform . 'Ne then a-c opped where t no prisoners 
we.1.·e when somebody came up to SCHOHMA.c.Htll . I do not know 
whether h wna an otfic e.1.· , and I do not know what ha Said to 
&.,Hf.JHLW;H.&1 . 'Ne then drove otf. I remember to have driven 
through S.1·A.V.il.CYI' , I believe on the same day , on 11 Decmi.bar. 
I f'urthe..i.· remembe.1.· tha1; we <:tsme neer th a castle, the name of 
the castl e I alao do not rememce.1. ony 1.00re nor the name of the 
vill8.ge tha t was in i to vicinity . I also know that I was always 
with t he crew unt.il ow.· SPW was kno cked out . I oannot remeuilar 
the day or d ate . A1'ter the SPN of SCHUHMA.CHER was knocked out I 
was ooumitted as infantr;yman and was no longor with the crew of rrry
SFW. 

Thia statement conaie1:ing 01' three pag111t1 wee made of my own 
free will uninfluenced by 1orce, threats , or Cl UL·esa or promises ot 
any k1nd. 

I swea"· by God that the facts menuoned herei n a "·e true aou. 
am pr epared t o repeat the.m berore ony court of Justice . 

(s i g ned ) TOMCZlX , fl1muncl 
27 !.larch 1946 

(s i gned) Raphael SHtlhiACKtH 
Cap1. CMP 

http:vill8.ge
http:TO?re7.AK


,• ......£.l!.1:t1.M..H..r2.._. .. . To JV1 ..c ..2.. 1+..1....~._____ , being /frat d•fy 
00 h ___;::taJlIL~ 1011:~a=-:.~ _ _' _'__~ nadrdem ,c11 trll r,dl,-

"' 11,,g einges d:woren wurde, mudre die /olgende Auuage unter Eld 

The ti bove two photogmphs ore photographs of the same 
11 

FF< I fi D A I C.~ 
__:.!?..!lUl....ff..B....~~------....- mentloned by me In my affidavit, doted~.2:..Lt!Lf:lB.,,_.1.!L~~--· r 
Di.! ob f1; e11 zwe/ Photograph!en s/nd Photograph/en des,efblgenfJl..l.E..llJl.lLll:.S.r
_fA.Jl.8.Ef~11~.--.-·:;,n·:·:·, von mfr In mtlner eJdeu tatllldlen Aa.,age 1enannt, 
dot lert___kl-~ ----· 

ET. p'-' 

~;;; 

!OlIElY FLJ.UllEIZ 
Ralllt (Ditn.t1rad) 

•·-:;-/J._. °"''••:··;;'"'t/}¥'..."';.,.. 
/-{2-,,J,,II~~ 

01;-{t~ /;:;:_J':ath 
_____ e, 4),..... e, r1 p

R-::::r..,.,.,._ Arm or Str11 lu 

http:lUl....ff




-tU)~,Ll,\Q r~~- -toM ~ AA.Ll llt~ ~~4lt . 

~~J.w AM-< ']~ ,ul c&u.. kj,u ,t. Nli4 kJ 01..u d ~MA,, 
~ ~ /.I[INl /OMIIIIRIJT ~ Ml\~ ,V"°~ ~ o1,.. 

L~A.u~~Le.v ..uk....,.A.u,tM.Q.« ~Mdd1.Q,..~ 
~ "hu. ~ U,\. ltt ,\ u. QAM. At M~ w...~ti'llf 
-100~ d_Q.1,- & ~ 0~4 ~~ J.1.1. jTAVaortnA11U1£1f,9·01.~, 

~..u,dJ ~Mil . b~ ~ i,~~~ 
Pd.'IER clM .-k..e ~.cl..e dw lie~~ ~Ar- Qi kQ,~1..u~.u.«.u.QA... 1t4 ~ d.u ~ IUAA 4 .Jt 
i.u ~ ~ .t,(9,4.._.. t'l. lu.LU .to. f4i ~tu- Wt't 
~~ ~Adt . ~ t,~4~ ~ REYER 
W t\A4.d ~ ~¾,U~~ /lz:Jfl/Jl/J.MAN!f ~t. TuM'1 
Jw .1/'-".l~~_.e., ..u ~.M..t...lM. JU,. .,W" ~ .e.w, ~ 
~ ~ io_-t11 Q.lM k 1941t l)UW~-Udd ~ ,..dQ . 

b~ ¼~b uJQN\~~ ,SfllUIIHAlll[ll 

ct.~f~~;i ~ ~ ~AM.e. ~~ wu..uk ~ 
.'lJ. .lo~ o.u... ~ ~'34lt ~~ ~ .i,J,. ~~e 
-00.u. ~~ ~~.&.e.u, c:kk ~,\~,~ 
0~14)AU~ ~ P/l[(lj~ -K.l'.>4.&UM~~ 
~ ~"- h·r· ~4-°~.e ~¥fA ~ Q

l~~4 du- ,l.l . .,lz.o~~ e ..u~ . 

~ '~ .ktx,:- \'.U.e. c'J it.au11~~ ~ ' .Q,-\ ~ 
.,\1\~ d2.N- iii. -¼e~~'kv ~c:\l&lt 

1 
..lO(U.. ...U. Mh~ 

2,. 
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~4'6-4-411 ''" Q..i~ WM J'" dur ~~ 
~AA ½~b~~ t'~·~~b M~ 
ll\~~,J.J ~,w. dL.. lS. ¼~ o..t« b t~lt4 

wJ.JJ.e ~ Mil~ tt"-"~Ml 12 u,\~ A-414<. ~~ 1
.u.u.d. ..o,U;\~ ~4A~.e.~~ O~l~-ku~kw 
TO/VIIIAIWT ~~ ~~ MM!\, ~e.i-UQ .W exiQ ~ 
u~~k {c~.ck: 



1..l -Wt.i 1)1) ~ ,J.. ,J.. ..w ,JJ ~'" A.Uuu l'Jl,.e.tt~ M.14f~ 
TOMIIIIRDT ~ 4.luR.v. kilt ~-l«l .oou ~ Q,\I' 

l'.tQ,\~ h~ hlA.u.t. dle, ON~ .UAM ~~ilk. 
~.t._ ,~M ~-4"1 ~ koo,._ DX' die ~ ~' 
ll,V ..UAM ~.al&tt ~ Q.v ~ 00.u ~f J\ ~40-t • 

~ Lu. Di'f. rENTlML ~ , &v ..i b .t,e cfur. O~ : 
~ .. ~ .12-~o U\.11. 

4 

~~ ~ .u.ul ,\o.;~ ~ +Ji, 
~ ,¥AA~ l'L~ .kc~w~ 1~ ~~¼~~, 
¥"· .tr),lN' ~iu.... ~~~ ~4M ~e.Y ~ .w.e.v 2 

~ ~ -4~ . lilli\iuuk lg4't ~'" ct;~ \u~~~ 
dw t~J !eh,~{A~-~~ ~ ~~ lU>.J.. 

ht~ I ~ ~,1.- cL: ~ JI0N,S'lt!OrBc,,n'l6.r-g9_11 
JA~fk -U-4¾ ,ta!."4.Uu. ..u.u,~. CU-4. n.~~eu.~ 

W•tc ~~ u.uA ~ Au BllEL/lli4[/i{R,c,f#9f.~ -D1/ 

u~\i-~ .4µ... w~UL..- .,u.u.,~ ru.k h. t,e.iu ~ 
t~lflt o..u-. U, 4~ ~~ "''" 8ll£L/IN6Elt k .Q.l,lAW.l 

~"~ ~~,\.fu,u .lb~•.ub~ 
~~~..!. ~eu BIJELLINGEN ~J ,Wt~~ 

~.u c1u-~JJ~~ Jt//OPP,01{13oKNi9,3·~~, ~:!~ ~ 
~1 J.J>ru,- J~ ~M ,5{1/0PP[N .ui,..Ll kR1 

4. 
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dl£ ue,J., A~~ ~~\~ J_j ~~ 
J«.q~ ~ J2.lA ~~~ dP.v ~~12 .ab.A -2-4-4£ 

t,~~ ~~h~ ~~~vu~ 
li_ l ~ L/6111/EV!iL[ (EA/(,fL}IJOf?F Ji ,i:~Jj.J. 

~J. kk ~M.Q_ 111l~£ bti.u. 1-'Lli!,\Qu.. Oe~ 
?\_e.t~ . b-i~Q ~kt°¥ kk ~~ MM1 
~~/)1~,,Ja. ~A... ~~. ~~t ~~,\ ~~.u.d 
~ ~ ~ .uJ.. ~ ti UM i ~'" iQ.ll cla.oo.u. 

1u d.tQ,\u,- lQ.t~ ~ ,\,J,. ,i,J,. LW~ 
4M ~AA.WA. ,5PW. ~ , A,.l ,\~ ~k. 
Uf~ AMA Ar ,i M d,. ~ Ill.¼ ,5 PW LOON : 

~~~ ~ ,5tllUIIHAC/1£R .uW1£N

r~f fuu., ~k~~ &k.u,.,.J TIJHIA{k, 

~~~ f~f~ . ~~~ 
U?at B1aun 1~¾~ 1. _u lU'i q ~ .1..uu.uaw.. 

/JJE!JJ' ~~\Q 2. 

~ ,u,i,v- OOAA ~11,\U- ii~1.u4 di£ 
tj~~ ~~ J.u- J¾),i ~ Q ~ 4 ~ totI~ 

llll .Ir .lXl u. ~ WwA O~~'"'" ~~ ~cl:!~. 
~._l MA~ 1'e.A,l. .wJ t\Ml d.o..L, £,\ h,4 

f 6. 
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~~~~ 1 M /\ IUM.W.A ~ ,..J.J ~ ,U,d ~.e. 

,a_d '-01 ~ Q.t- ,,\-4,j. di~ lt'-'~ \-1~ 4~ ,\O+-
" ll\~~ A,U..0,\.1...t... ½-i~ ~ SUM u.U~.u. 
_u,u-tl •k~ ~,\~j,i_ btlu o~~-tt.ufl.w-
~R£/MJ' ~'" ctu- ~t>. ~ w ~"'~~Jl 

\ ,l,U-WIUr ~ .l.lAA-'. fl~~ iu~~~~ 
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... .. 
I, Heinz :HU.lil lnlCHS, be1D6 tirat duly aW01'D., make 

the t'ollowing e ta~emant under oatb.t 

During t be ED'.EI. OftenaiTe in December 1944, I waa 
in tbe 4th Pla-i;oon or the 11-ch Panzer Urenadier Ca::apa[O', 
2nu Panzer tJ-renadier -Hegimen-c, LAH, with the rank ot 
Grenadier. 

I haTe been ehown a • P or Ueni ral ».trope , 11100,000, 
o.s . , o.s ., "4lb, ~beet s . l. I baTe aleo been abown a -.p 
ot BELGitll and Nortbeaei JRjN CJ:, 1,100,000, o.s . , o.s., 4436, 
Karch e , Sb.eei 13, In tbie ate-c ement, all reterencee by co
ordina,;ee to tons, croaeroada or other terrain tea-cures will 
be iaken f rom theae mapa .. 

When I tiret joined the lltb Panzer GreD&dier Ccapany, 
t be Coapaa,y Cc::awuador was Oberaturmtuehrer BABICK. Thia wu 
in llay 1944. La,;er in J"une or J'u.17 1944, Obereturatuehrer 
Heinz TCMU.ttDI' took OTllf' our ccmpany u Ccapany- Camander 
8Dd contimied in that pa. i'Uoa until he wee wowded on 18 
December 1944 during the BD'EL otteneiTe in ~AVU,Df. The 
Oberech1U·t\lehrer RB1.m\ took OTer coauD.cl of the ooap&117 
t-.porarily util be wae injured in an accident on the night 
ot 19-20 Deoaaber 1944. :rollowing Oberaoharruebrer REYER, 
Unteretunatuebrer llWmw.?lf took ocaaand. 0.1 the compa117 until 
be woe wounded on the nenina ot 20 December 1944• Then 
Unterachartuebrer SCHtllKACHiR took oCllaaDd ot the OClll>aDY'• I 
1JU 1':)Unded on the 21.at December 1944 but I beard from m:r ooa
radee t hat Obersturat\lebrer PRlilJSS, Caaanding Officer of t he 
10th Pan'l,tU:· urenadier COl!ijlaQY', alao took ocaaud ot the 11th 
Ooa;pmy OD tba'I. 4ate, 

On J~ Deo•ber 1~, whiob wu the aay before tb.e ofteu
iTe bepn, 0111' o~aiQ' ... etationed. in a 1r00da near BL4HKlll
llXIIL .I.bout m14n1aht or IS D••-r 194Ji tu ea,p.117 wa• u
aembled and. cur Ocap-, eo-Dder, Oberat~uehrer 1'0JIIA.l1D1' 
apob to ua. JU.a worda ••e eubata11tiall7 u toll.019 • 

1A sreat ottenaiTe 1a abou.t to be&in, Bn 
weapou will oe on hand tor tbie ottenahe, A'Yery

bod.7 amat tigllt beroioall7. ,A.ho, th• art:Ulery 
will be oouaiUed. in 1·oroe. Our airforoe will be 
e1111loyed in greater att-.rt;h . It a Pauer h 
d....e4 in &IQ' ny 'lib• .-ou.ble will be r...Ued at 
otlOe. CiTiliau and aold.t..r• will be 1'bmlped ott.• 
It a Tillaa• abould be taDn, • •eryon• ••an in tbe 
atrHh, aoldier o.r oi ttlian, will be killed.. 1 

- 1 -

http:coauD.cl


I do not know, or oourae, trcm whaa Obernurmtuehrer 
TOIIWiDT reoeiTed the inrormai:ion and orders that he paased 
on to us. I only know the,: oeto1:e ha oegan hie ap eeoh be 
told u tt thai: he he.cl just 00111.a from Bauptaturmf'u.ebrar 
.ulEl'EN.LH4.L, who had told him about the ottenahe. 

Mter the talk we.a OTer, the aen in the ccapany returned 
to their Tehiclea. We et.arted towards the 1roni: around two 
o'olook in the morning of 16 December. I remember that •• 
paeeed t hrough RONS.rll.D (Bonn 96,8.99.2) about tan o'clook in 
the nx>rning ot 1·1 December 1744 and arriTed in BUliU.IIDEN 
( J:jonn 95 . 2.0~) around elnen o'clock in thei morning 17 
ueoember 1944. In Bu liLLIN.,EN we refueled at an abandoned 
American gaaoline dump. From BJELLIN..EN •• p.1:ooeeded in the 
direction ot SUHOPP.t;N (Boon 89.3..00 . 2), We did noi: s top in 
SCHOPP.EN and p1·ooeeded tran t bel"e in the direct ion of 
LIUNUl<VILLE (El'OliLSDORJ') (Bonn Bo.5-99 . 3) . 

I distinotly remember a croaaroade some 3 to ::, kilCWllstere 
north ot LIGNO:E.VILLE l .00-U.SOORF) , Thia croseroa:is 18 tb.a one 
abown on the Bum map a oOTe referred to a,: coordinates 81 • .)-02. 
1'heu we came to this croearoede, we made a turn to our latt 
to proceed eouthwardly in the direc tion ot LIGNUOIU.E (EMlEL,9 -
DCliJ') . After making this lett turn, t here waa a houee at the 
inters ection on our right aide of the road. J'uat aouth of the 
house waa a pasi:ure in llhioh ai l eat\t 100 ~rioan priaonars ot 
war bad bean ass embled. Thia group of pri&OD.ers was unarmed 
anct their ha ncis were rabed aboYe their heade in • aign of 
aurrender. I rem•ber alee seeing a few other .American 
pria011ers s t a nding at t he •outh aide ct the hou.ae wb, were 
a t ill be ing eearchecl . On the rigbthand aide or t he road 
headed in the direction ot ENGELSDCIU' waa e coluan of .Amu·ican 
truolm. 

I ha't'e drawn a aketoh or t hie scene, which ake toh I ba't'e 
marked Emibit •.A.1 • It ia attached harato ao:l •de a part 
haraox . 

At thia time I waa in a Si'W which I -.vaelt wu drirtng. 
In the SPW with m.e were tJnterachar-tuehrer Gerba.rd SCHOIIA.OHlR, 
our \1'1"oup Leader. Ro"'tent'llebrar F4.aund TCll'UCX, u aUtant 
grou., lead.er, Sturmaann 1'1111 Htltl11 1 gunD.er nuat>er l, Mnd 
S t\U."llaaD.D WXIS, g1m11er maber 2 • 

.la we moved trc:a the interaeotion down tbe road. in front 
OJ tba pa.s t ura, we were •topped by' an Obarai:u.rmfuebrer. I 
0011olwled that tbia o.f'lioer ... frOll ..,.e Pion.H r CompaD7 be-
011,ue he wu oot dreased. in a Panaer UD.iform and. beoa 'U.lle be aa 
no" an orficar rran our Paunr urenadi er Bettalion. I do aot 

lmow tbia ottioer•a naae a.ad tbia wu tbe £int tille I bad e1'er 
aeen him, aa 1·arAaa I know. Thia orfber ordered. 'Onteraohar
f11ebN.1: SClfJJJDi&lCH&t to he.Te our SPW a:>1'eu. in • poaition to tire 
into the prieonera gai:hared. in t he pas ture and th• SCHDHIWJRu:t 
ordered me ·to ao place t:be 519. After I had maatanered tbe 
SPW oroeawiae ot tbe road ao that h ... head.eel toward.a the 
paisture and the gro'-'P of Alaerioan priaonere gathered therein, 
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tbia Oberaturmtuebrer t h en gaTe SCHOHMA.CH.ER the order to 
load and SCHOBMA.CHEH. passed t b.ie order on to Stu.naa.DD 
BRA.UN. Unteraohartuehrer SCHUHIU.CHliR aeeJMd. delighted at 
the cb.aDOe to ab.oot these pri100.era. Bi• pleuure was 
evidenced by the e~reeaion on bis face and the n,y he . 
rubbed hie band• together end •aid •maaohe, masche.• Tb.1• 
•Y a CQJ.mon a nd well known expreHion tbai; Obe:returmfuebrei.· 
mElJS.'3 ot the 10th Panzer urenadier Ccapany al~ ued to 
indicue hie eatiataction and. pleasure aDOut anything. 

I did not want to •1tneaa what was aoout to ·happen ao I 
got up trom my ClriTer•a seat and. was about to dim.ollDt OD 

the left sid.e of the SYN. ai: which time SCHUHl4A.CB.ER asked me 
what I waa doing and I t old. him I oould noi stand to watch; 
thereu.,on. be o al. led ma a coward. luet about thia time the 
Obereturm.i.uebl·er evidently changed hie mind aa he g&Te 
SCHUHIIA.CW!R the ordar that wa eb.ou.ld proceed as a tank wu 
ccaing along that would take care ot tb.1 Job. We left the 
scene imaedia-cely and prooeoded on in the clireotion ot 
LIGNOE.'IILLE (EWll.SDOHF) (Bonn 80• .:,.99 . :;). Tb•• priaonero 
ot war who ware ga.thared in the pasture were not eb.Oi during 
our atay at the oroesroada. In m:y Judgmeni; we were there.:, to 
7 llinu1.ee, 'llh.icb waa aboui; 1400 houri l '/ Deoeaber 1'1~• 

I forgot to aa:i-cinu tha t after oqr SPW bad bHn manunered 
in poei tion oroeawi.1• 01. tho road raoing t be pasture, I aaw 
Un:tersob.artuehl.'er SIN..tB< of the 10th Panzer Grenadier COII.PaDY 
standing inside "tbe pasture where the .im.erioanprieonera were 
uaeabled. 4a be••• \18 get in poeition to eboot, he yelled t o 
SCHDEIIA.UH.l:R, •come 011 and. bua_p • em ott .• 

On IIY' aketob. marked kbioit •A•, the follorins ia ebown1 

No. l .. The bou•• on the r11dlthand aj,le ot "the road attar 
one male• • left turn to proo•ed in tho direction 
or~. 

Jfo. 2 • The place where t he Amarican prieOD.ere or war were 
uaamblad in a paatui·e. 

No. 3 ... JC, ~ after it bad oean llall\leTered into poaition 
taoi~ tbe panura. 

No. 4 - The p lace 1rher e the Ubarn1Uat'ulb.1:er ... ii'ltall41n& 
in the road when be etoppecl ua and ordarecl ue to pt 
in poaiUon to ! ire on the prieonare. 

Jlo • .) ... J. ool\all 01. Amerioan tru.oa. 

lb. b • 'rha plaoe wber• Untaraob.artu.ebrar S.UDut _. etand111g 
in 1.be paatura. 

Jb. 7 • A b.OW1e on the l attbaad aid• 01 tbe road . 

Ito. 8 ... 01.lr rouH of march, 
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• • 
J'rca tbia oroasroed •• proceeded to LluNUEVILLE 

(ElrQa._3DCRl'J(Bonn 80~-99•.:3', where we stopp ed tor about 
20 minut.. and then prooeed-4. in the dL:eoUOD of 
S.L'.A.VEl.01· (llarobe 71 . 9-01. 2). We reached the ou.taklrta ot 
sr.A.VELOr about 2000 bou.re on the eTening of lf O.oeaber 
1944. Bera the c~ had to d.lamou.nt and adTanoe as 
intan,;ry. The ,:jPf' e ot the ocq>aa.y ware left on the road 
before Sl'.A.VEI.Or. 

Around 1000 boure 18 Decaner l~ we returned. to aur 
·rehiolu and drove tru:ougb. Sl'.A.VELOJ.' in the direction of 
Cllllm.CX ()larobe t,.3. 7-01.4). We reached. the ounld.rta of 
CBENJiDl auout 1400 hours aad there the advance••• stopped 
when we we:1·1:1 attaoJced by American airplGea. .A.bout o hour 
later we drove in a woods beyond OH£NEIIX, where we camou-
flaged our vehicles. J.t aoout 1530 boura we go , tlaok on the 
road and oon,inued alooa our rou1:e 01 advance beycnd C~. 
J\lat as we were abou.t to start off, an &mer1oan j eep in wb.iob 
two American aold.ier s we.r.:e riding, came aloag ihe road cc:aing 
t o-.r"CM w, . .u t nia time tbe SPW or HaUr,Ptet u.rmtuab.rer 
DIEFENi'H&. , the battalion caana.DdeJ.· ot the ,3rd Panzer Grenadier 
Battalion , 2nd Panzer Grenadier Hegiment, was on the lettband 
s ide or tbe road at a point where the road cur,-ed to our left. 
Other SPN' s were behind DIEFENl'HAL ' a and I we.a about 200 meters 
to the rear or DIEFENL'HAL' a sPW. We were on the l ett a ide or 
the road to g iTe ua what ooncNlment wu afforded by' a wood.I on 
o ur l ett aide ot the road. To the right ot ua -.. a pa.eture and 
there was a house to t he left ot thie pasture. 

A.I the JMp came around the c ur'f'e 1 t oaae to a e t op near 
DIEJ'ffl'l1lil.• 111 SPf . I beard tiring tram a •chille aun whicb. I 
uaumed wu directed at thia jeep. I could oo t tell whi ch 
veb.icle 41d t he 1irin" • .A.t this time I wu s tanding on our 
right aide or t he road no t tar I"rom. 'Ill¥ SPW and I walked back to 
m,y vehl.c.1. e to mown: 1,; in order to get a better d • w or what wae 
going CD.. .U I climbed. on IIY' SPf, I heard •chine pt.tol ab.ct• 
8lld I turmd around 1-ediatel:, am saw an -'merican aoldier drop 
dead on the rt&Athud aide ot t he road. I eaw tJ'Rteracbartu.ebrer 
ZIIGAl-tl' atandin" oy the American eoldier witb. a aachine pistol in 
bis hand. Accordio,g to my reoolleotion, U IGi&Rr tired 2 uura\e • 
totallillg approxima~ely 15 ehota. The .American wu abet 3 or 4 
JMtare away trom the SPf ot Dil:J'llll'lU.L. Before t h ia abooting took 
place and while I -.a atandin& on the rightband aide ot tbe road, 
I MW lla'U)Uturmfuehrer DI:0.EtmUL bimaelt et&n41ng bN1de ht. 
BPI. I lmo• h was Bau.pteturaf"uehrer Dill'ENrmL uI bad mown 
b1a tor a long time and &Uo beoau.e be _. weartnc bia yellow 
j acket and bie peaked. oap • 

About 10 aiD.uffS late.a.· , u we oOD.tiD.ue4 on., I •aw tile o~bc 
.+.mer1oan eolcli.c lyina dead on the let'tb.&4 aid., '1 the road n•r 
tbe ed.ae ot the woods. I doll•t know wbo elae •u 1u I>Ill'Elt.'tu.L'• 
SPI at tbie u.-.. I could tell that thaae aold.iere •v• .All'I.Ci• 
oana bJ' the unitorM they wore, Thie abootinc took plaoe arma4 
lbOO boun 18 DeoeJlbar 1944 about 5 or 6 klloaehr• trca Cllli11im, 

Tb e aoce ot tbie abooting 1• ehowu oa a akeicb I ban 
dr~n. and •hich I b.aTe ..rited. ~bit •81 , Thia exhibit 1• 
attaon.d hereto aml made a part ot tbia atat ...t. On bhibit 
'B', the following 1Hho111u 
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No. l • The puture on our rightband aide or the road• 
.No. 2 • The houae to the left of the putu1·e. 
No. 3 ... The woode on our l eft aide ot the roed. 
Ho. 4 - The direction in which we were traTelling. 
No• .) - UID'ENm.AL'e sPW. 
No . b • lly SPW 
No, 7 .. The place where I first stood on our right a id• 

of the road . 
No. 8 .. The direction t raTelled by the American jeep . 
No. 9 - The .American jeep . 

No, 10- The place where I aa,w Bauptaturmfuehrer 
DIEl'ENl'HAL before th e American wu shot. 

No, 11- The plac e where t he American priaoner waa abOt. 
No. 12- The place where a-IG.A.Rr wu standing when he shot 

the .lmerican soldier. 
No. 13- Tb.e pl ace where I eaw the other American aoldier 

lying on t he edge at the wood, 

Late tbat night 18 Decembw: 1944 we droTe baok through CH JHlJX 
and through LA. QL.SlZE undl we reached the cutle near BrOt:Mctll' 
(llarohe b2,9-02,8), .U ~ o'clock in the morning of 19 December 1944, 
our CCII\Pa.DY had to di.amount again and adTance aa inrantr7. A.bout 
08;10, 19 December we r eturned to our SP# 1a aud m:,unted them again 
and at 0900 hours left in the d.irection of 91'00MON.i·. AB we were 
l eaving the woods• DO'" SPf eutfered aome aamage but we.a quickly re
paired. A.t t his time I wanted to catch up with the reet of the 
oom.,any bu t a paratrooper came up t he road with 7 .American prisoners 
ox wa.c: in hi s cuatoey-. Unt e.1:schurt'ueb.re.r SCl:lDHIII\CH..1!.H a.sited h1a 
where ho wanted to go with the prisoners em be answered, 'Tran.aport 
them to t he r ear.• Then SUWHMA.CmR ~&ia.,•Oh, I em going t o transpo.,:t 
thm. to the rear JIIYS elt . • The paratrooper naturally na Te.1·y glad to 
g et rid of thEID end he lett to return to bis unit . At this time 'lfJ7 
SK was parked on the risb. thand aide ot the road. beaded in the di
rection of S.i·0UMONl'. Directly aor oae fran WI on our left aide ot 
the road•e a pas ture . SUHUH14A.CH.111 marched the p.1·iaoners from the 
road into the pasture and then be gave ue th" order to diam.aunt . •1th 
small &·ma. I remained in my driTer'e seat e manent end then 
SCITTJ.IACHtB said, IIThat mean• t he dr iver t oo .• I t hen took my meichine 
pi stol a nd a lso left the BPW. Then SCHUHMACHr.:R sa id, •Now the prison
ers w:e going to oe b\lllped off.• Tb e prisoners were lined up in one 
r ank facing the road, some B to 10 meters in the pasture , and thoee 
of UB i n the crew standing ju.et on t he edge ot the pas tur e:, to 6 
meters rrom t he sriaonere s ho t them with our r eepeotive weapoiw. We 
had receiTed a n order from SCHtlHl&WfilR to shoo t t base prbonera e.Di 
we hl'.d to execut e it. I myeelf s hot at two of tb•e American aoldiere , 
fidng t wo oureta of 7 or 8 shots eac h with my machine pietol. Tb.a 
other• who ahot "re, SCHUhM.lCHER whb hie maohine piatol1 HHA.Olf with 
a rifle, Tcaa.cJt and WEIS with pistols. The place wblra thaae prison
er• wra a bot: ne about 700 metara rr0:1.11 the oaetla I haTe mentioned. 
above. The priaCDera ware dressed in tatigu.e olotbee, field jaokete 
and. steel b.ebaeta. Tb.ere ia no queetion but what they were A.marioau. 
They had their b.uua uprai.aed and bad made DO attanpt to eacape ud 
d.id nothing to proYoke the ahootina;. I am s ure that the two £merioeoa 
I ahot were ldlled.. Th.-e a no doubt aoout U beoauaa I ai•d a 
TOllay er 7 or 8 ahota o.c the h-.rt 01 HCb OD.a . Thi• abooting took 
place aboui 0930 b.oura 19 I>eoeaber 1944. After the ahooUng took 
place, SQ!tnlU.CHJ!R had ua mCIWlt tha SPW illmadiaul 7 and. nobody Gallined 
'the bodi• ot the Allericnoa to aee it they were d..d. 
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I haTe draWD. a eketoh 01 the eoene or this shooting, 
which aketoh I baTe marked. Exbiui't •c•. It ie attached 
hereto and made a part hereof. The f ollowing ie ehom on 
t his aketch. 

No. l - The ca t1 tle oefora S.L'OUKONl' 
No. 2 ... Our route or adTence i n the direction ot S?Ol.140Nr. 
No. 3 - A woode acroaa the road 1·raa. the cas t l e. 
No. 4 - The place where our Sl'W atood when the Jr iaonera 

were taken away trom the paratrooper. 
No. 5 ... The path taken b;y the paratrooper ae be came down 

t he road •itb. the American prisoners. 
No . 6 - The panw ·e on which we ahoi; the American prieonera 

or war. 
No. 7 - The row ct &marioan prieoners ot war lined ~ in the 

pu"ure. 
Ho . 8 - 'fhere I and the otbera in IQ' crew nood. and ehot the 

7 £meri can prisoners ot -.r. 

I did noi. n nt to partici pate in t he abooting ot th•• A.m• i can 
priaOllera of war. I knew it 1fll8 wrong to ahoot prisoners ot er. I 
participated in tbe anooUng beceu.ee I baa an order to do eo trom 111' 
gr~ leader, Vnt e.recbarfuehrer SCBOBl&LCli»l a nd I alao knew that he 
wae acting i n aoco.i.·dance with the orders that bad been gi.Ten the 
company by our COJ11,pany ec.....nder • Obaretunatuabrer TOllliRDI' the day 
bet'ora t h e ottens !Te began. 

Thia a'tatumt i a giTen by" ma 'fo1'1nta.t'il7 and of sr 01111 trN 
wi ll. I ba•e w.dtten it in IQ' on band.writing. I haTe not b N D. 
eubjeau d to f orce , chlraes 01• threat. ot punia taent . Jlo proaiaN 
ot reward or 1-uli1.7 f r011. proaeoution ha'H bNn ade t o • • 

I anal· t hat tbe taote a t ated in this atti 4aTit are true and 
I am prepared to .i.wp • t t hem UDler oath in •DY oourt of jutioa . 

Boillz J'bil!lll&IIS 
21 lloroll lj46 

Sworn to aD1 auhaoribed. batore .. 
t hu 2lat dQ' ot llarob 1946 at 
scmrLusca IIALI., a&<. 

(oigne4) N.UIWiL SllllllCDR 
Capt CID' 
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• • 
T!Wls:.>.TI ON OF LBllllll ON ElCHIB?r ' '-' 

TO .iJFIDAVIT at 

Heinz J'RI.litlRill:IS 

Dated 21 llarcll 191;6 .. .."' 

Ne,• l .. The houae on the rigb-c band a i de or the roed al 

one makes a lett turn to proceed i n the clireotion 
or ltNGli:tBDORJ'. 

110. 2 - The plaoe where the Ame1:ioan prieonera or war were 
u aembl-1 in a pati,;ure. 

No . 3 • lb' SP Wafter it had been •au.ner-4 in"° poe1.UoD. 
taoing the paa~ure. 

I,. 4 - ·rba pl aoe where the Oberaturmtuehrer wu atanainc 
.. 1D the road when b e atoppad ua and ordered. \II to 

a•t 1D pc,ai Uoa. to rtra on the priecmera . 

Bo. S - A oo.l\lllD. 01" Am.erioe n truoD. 

•• 6 - The place where Untenobartuatirer 3Il«lER wae atanUilag 
in the pasiura. 

»o. 7 - A bouae on the lllnhand aide ot the road. 

lie>. 8 - O\lr route ot aaroh 

TRA..16t.l:J:ION Q ' LIG.bND ON li:IHlllI'l' •a• 
TO .rFmffIT OW 

Beina. J'HlllDUCl:11 

Dated.....21 llarcll 194£ 

110. 1 • 'l'he paatura on 01U· r1F,thaad aide ot tbll roa4. 
Jlo. 2 - The boue t o the left ot the putue . 
llo. :, - 'l'he wooda OJl our left aide ot the road. 
No. 4 - The 41.reotioD ill wbiob •• were traTellinc. 
a,. 5 • DID'.INDlAL'• SPI' 
Jlo, 6 - ic, SPfl 
Jlo. 7 • The p.1aoe where I tir•t: atoo4 oa. Ol.l1" rit!Jlt a ide ot the 

road. 
No. 6 .. 'I'll• direotio.n traTe.Lled by th• ~iou je9P. 
ao. 9 - Tb• Aaarioan J••P 
Bo. 10.. The plaoe where I ••• Hauput\ll'mtuebrer DDJ'.iNI'H4L 

before the .Aarioaa. wu e00t. 
lk>. ll• The plaoe wh•• the Aaarioan pi'iaoner was ai.ot. 
ao. 12- Tb• plaoe whaN D'I\lltJa ... a i&DliA& wben he 1bot the 

Yarioan aoldiw. 
•• lJ• Th• pJ.aoe wb.•• I aaw tba oca..r AMrioaa 101.dier lyiq 

OD the NC• of the wooct. 
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TO .uniaVlT OF 

He in z JR I IDtUIJ.W 

Dat ed 21 Marc il 1946 

Hoe l Tb.• oaUl e before l:Jl' Oll&ClfJ.' 

Be>. 2 O.U- route ot adnnoe in. the d1reot1011. 
ot S1•0UIIONJ.· 

lib. 3 -'. wood.a aoroee the roed traa tb.e oasU e. 

Mo. 4 Th e place wher e our SP'f atood wb.en. tb.e 
prieonere wer e taken an:, t rca tbe para
trooper. 

~. 5 Th e pe. i:b t aken b,.- the Jllr&trooper aa ha 
oazae down the road • i th ~ • .&.me.i:ioan 
priaon.ers . 

JI:),. 6 The p•iure on which •• a:o.ot the American 
priaonera ot w.r • 

H:i. 7 '!'ha row ot Amer1oan pr1aonera ot ar lined 
up in toe pai,ture. 

Ho. 8 'lb.ere I and tb.e other• in 'Ill¥ orew atood 
a.ad. aboi the 7 American irieonera ot war. 



I, ......./,Jrl.JN .~ .......F.R. 1 ....1'...Q . .R.. l ..C.H .5.. .. ·--- - - - , being Jl,SI daly 
Sll'Om, r11 t1k 1· the follow i ng s/ (l /l• m c11 / 11 11der oath: 

t,h._./../£1NZ.......E RJ£D.RHJl,S~-··-···· ____ , nurh dem lrh "" " ch1 -
,,, 11ft1c ei11gc~chworc11 wurde, nwd,e die f ulge11de Aussugc un tcr Eld 

The r•b o11e l w11 rlwln)! rilp h,~ are photographs of the some /itul__E,JLLLB.J:iE_!,L~/:Ut..£ I( 
Il.l.E..Eff.N ..T...lf..8...l--.....~men fi o11ed b)1 me in my a/J/tla vll, d(l/ed...2.1.. ...l:1.t!Ii,....L.9...'t.6... 

Die O~ IF_l' II zwti Pholograp.hlen sind Photogra11hien desselblge,,11.aup/J. f.(l.thJ_/ {!_'/,tet 
__i}fl...EtN[HAL.... _.___ "t{ _______ vun mlr in mtiner cldesslalllich t n Aluagc 1enah f, 

""""' ...~ L/1A1lL:l'J!lb..__ ___. 

~~ t·~~- ~ '."1;
Ft,,t Nam , (Vorname) Last Name (Z,rnamd 

__8.nu~ nadiet 
Rank (D ien!lt1rad) 

Jf.!¾....L!.'..:.>S :r. I s5 II 
Organization durln1 El I O//ensl11e 
Elnhelt wiihrt nd du El/tl -ElnH tu, 



1, .•....•H .£./1!!.;.,.... E.Ri.. fi:.P. ..B.1..r:....I:/....$.•._____ , beln1 first doly 
h:;~iJflJlj~_!_'lJfitlm«}jJ~:~-oaf : ldt rtdrl -nachdem ust 

m(Jft/g e/ngesdlworen wurde, muche die / ol1ende Aassa1e unltr Eld 

The above two photograp h& nre photo,rophs of the s11me One R srvBM f uf: H n£ I\ 
_[fJ..t:.tti..8 .. 8....D...T.._........ mentloned by me In my affidavit, dated......."b.LJ~2.B.B.!__ J_!1-'t..l:... 

Die o~/zwel Pho/ogruph;en ,Ind Photo11raphlen dene/bl11enf)iJJRJ.L/l.[/.lJE_f{N_8£f{en 
__fJJ --·····----- ~ 110n mfr In melner eldtsslolll/dten A11ua1e 1enannt,
datlert ... _:_ ~ /lfl/'Rl f,J'lb_ ___. . 

~ }.:t.J.,; ~ 
Flr,t m• ( rnam,J Loll Name (Zanaa.J 

PAIi~. y RENAPitl{ 
Ranft (Dlu.t1rad) 

1LL"!lll.,-e•. f.S)'. Pa11t.H~y/· LJ'.f AH. 
Organization durln1 EIJd o1en1/11e 
Elnhtlt wtJhrend dt1 El/d-Eln1afze1 

'.::i.~~··',,,;··:t''~'. '~':.... 

-4, ;,;,ln/,1, ;;,;~ 

·---~I ........_C:... 1'1 P __ __ _H;r~-- A rm or Sen,/c, 



l, .........Ji.€..!.N..k... ... _£R.l ..li..P.B.!..~.!:!..f>~-------
;:orn'u£iNl fR/lJJi/iaJJ4tatemenl undtr oath : 

nadldem /ch erst redtt
mlJjJ/g t fngesdnvoun wurde, mudte die /olgende Aussage unter Eld 

The nbovr lwn photographs are photogrr,ph, of the s111nt UNr&B4f HlfR$".J!.lf...1!.11.~ 
-~J1LL6:.8 ..B_T.. __.... men/Inned by me In my affidavit, daled..~.J.___t.1.lt:.B.:...-1..i..Y...lr._. 

D i e o.blg en zwel Pho tograp hi en slnd Photograph/en deuelblgH..J!.N.ff.lJJ.J/Llll1£iiH..ll.fl/
t~~'K._~-1.!Jrb-.. van mfr I~ me/nu tldeu tattlidten A11uage 1enannt, 

""'~~,..J~::7zanamd 
PIIJ_l. C:Jl{fNAOiER 

Rank (Dltn•t1rad) 

iif.~~,.i.f.l'. ~o...,.N.3l L.J.f.AII. 
Orcanl:atlon d!lrfn1 El/rt 01/tnalve 
Elnhtlt wlihrtnd dt8 El/tl·Elnsa lzta 
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, bt>ing /irs f dufy 

11n d1de m ich e rst re d1t 
mOJJ ig ci11ges chwort'II wu rd e, mad1e 1/ie Jo/gentle Aussugt> 1111tcr Eirl 

Th e 11 bo vt· lwn rhnlogrnph~ nre photo,:rr•phs of llte sameS/P~/1/INIV_h/lL.. L../ ··-· 
_...8..8..I.J.V..I.\<.. ................... me n/ inne d by me i n my of/ldov lf, du l e1f.~ ./.. ..8..dl!._.<,, lf..J.2~., 

Die obf_i;. t'n -twt'i Photugr11p h ·c11 slnd Photograp h/en desst' lblge flJ(ll/l.l!/J!{/(._..1///!.!.i 
._...~8.A_~~·..uA~l::J'······~ ·qL vo,, mfr I~ mtiner cldesstoll / i dl en Au.uage ¥CIIOnnl , 
doth r t ·--~.-~JJ.L_,.__ _____ 

... Aa;'i !'e,L_J... _____
flr,ff"N;, , ( ~trnam t ) Last Name llanamd 

H ,rn ..,__~,,_t=e"'"----
Ronk (Dltn11t1rad) 

11.!~'!!L,_-u,u,,.~vBl,t.R,ql. L½All, 
Org&nizatlon durln1 El/cl OJ/cnsli•t 
Elnht/1 wifhrt nd dc 11 El/tl-Eln11al:ts 

Sworn to un it 11u/,scritud bl'/Qrt this 

,.f_;i..,.,,{ doy of..~ ...........• • /9'6. 

~~---·--·---
0//lcu arlmln/111 nx oath 



1 .......H FJIV ....... FR I t:pf! t c:: fl ~'-------- • being firs# duty 

~;°.:j}..il'Jv.i_ll}:O~tfpi/J..f.J/J_o/ement under oath : nadldem ldt trst redll -

mOJJlg eingl'schworen wurdr, murhc die /o lge 11 de Aussage unler Eld 

Th r t1 bO l't' fw n rtwtr,gr1111 II! nre pho/ogrnphs of the some_&.r~..ll!l.~ 
fi:P.l'J.\!£!.1:<. .••T.:<U:9.J.../1.flt me11ti1Jfle d by me Jr, my Q/fldnvil, dot ed...N...l...f."1.JV.i .! ._J..'l. .'1.b... , 

Die obi,.:e11 p_·cl Pholograph le11 slnd Photugrap lllen dessclblgen ../J!J..1[£.N£iiH.fl.f_l/_,.. 
fDMHNIJ. ..l.QM.1,!.f.(fgl;i···· von mfr In meiner cidesstollllthtn Aau age Ktnannt, 
durfrrr .....)/..l , ..f!}f/ll.~_:m_. · "--, 

J{~,., .f.'~ J,,,. 
.Fir,/ Nom• (vor11omd Lost No•e (Zno•U 

PANl. C1//ENAOiFB 

(~C,m,.Ko..,,.1'.v:fb.,,,./i,91l .,1'/N1. 
Orgonl:otlon d11rln1 El/rt 01/ull-, 
Elnht/1 w6hrrnd de1 El/ll•Eln,otn, 
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• • TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

alter A.Han 
11~sig11r,I lo War Crirnes Hranrh , Unite d S1at e1 Army, 

A PO 633, I ii 11 11 int cq,rtler, h11 \·i11g lie,rn duly ~worn , ,l,•1,u•f' 11ml 81111!'.' Iha! tl1e allu~n:,I English lr111ula 1iuu ii 

11 trmi and 1ce11r1te rc11tleri 11g or the Germa n ur igi 11 11 I ur Iii.· ~ht e ml'n\ of 

Villi SCHA.fill'ER 

1ake11011 8 ilfilL 1946 11 1 S,~1 wii l, iul1 1h11, G1•rmany. 

lu:fore ~Ir.LIAM R arm. . let ,Lt . M,I. 

ro111is ti11guf 7 11a gee, into Euglisl, . 

I. the tlc11011tml , fortl1 e r s t a t e tha t I 11m11 k Ger 111an 11 1111 E11gli~l1 flu cnt l )· 1 11•1 11 111 full) 111111lifi,., I a ~ 1111 e iq,..rt 

Germ 11 11 ,E ,1l!lli sh inler.,re lei- hy reaao n of the following 1111a li lic11 1io118 : 

11 .. •Uw ~ 11 O.-.U. 

2 • l •tl.ldied Eq;ltak tor ..,..n JMN in Nhool ia •r1ta
1
Gel'JlllaJ. 

, , 1 u- '" llllalalld tr• 1,,s .. 1937 ., 1a no u..1w11 s..... 
fr• 1,31 to 1,44, 

,. h>• llarab. l"" lo ll>wllber l91t.5 1 l ._...,.. M u iatel'Jll"f!..,. 
wl'Ui U.. Gt!lce cl ~11*-JT 0y•.,..,..••• 

S, :11- 3 llH-r 1"'5 I Ila•• - -1cri..i lo tho War Crl•• 
anu.11.0 . P.'I ..T. • • o1Y1Uaa O.raaa- .a«).1elt laWrpn\er. 

~ 
S"'·orn auJ 1ul,scrihcd lo before me tl1i ;i 2- ,3 ,lay ur 



•· • 
I. #illi ..:;,.., -L\..U'.IB I bwing duly sworn IIklk- th.,1 followin 

atat monts unJ r Oilth 1 

Duri ng th~ .t.IYLL Offensive , in Ooo~nb.ir 1)44 , I ,as Obt:r 
schorfuuilrer and Ko~ani <a1tru.1,1pfuohrvr (i. adcr uf tha Com.-any 
H,.Bd¼_uart urs cletacllnont - tr_na , note) of thu .)r d z . PL 
Com_pony , 1s t .;,,S .1ioncer Bn .,,~H. • 

My com.pany cou1c.,and6r was Ob wrat unnfuobrer Franz .SU,VliliS , I n 
th night frClll the 16th to the 17th 01 JJeoc.oiHtl' 191-4 we l eft our 
assewbly area in the .1:J,Cli.:LJ.llJ si,otor and drove u_p to the attack , A.a 
we httd ateerin.,; trouble our S I tlropptid out1 we caught up , however , 
with the company in TIH.n.:our and then ,Proc eeded with tht.1Dl together . 
l'lti arrived ot a bis cros.1 - road i.; i tuated ot J.bout 4 lan nortn of 
J,U'~ORI<', ,/hon we had roached tl~is cros::;-rood we took a l eft turn 
uround the curve 1:1nu stopped. our .Jp,1 et obout the northern end of a 
paot tU't. w.1ic.• is on tha ri~t uide ol° t;:f:I roc.d , I can remember that 
wo diamounted our SP.1, end s tvod i n the vioinitJ of it . I n our i;r-oup 
(lt t!l.:.t tio.o w ro O.:: tuf . O., IEVm.3 ; O!ltw . :HUIJl--F , tho comnand i n3 officttr 
of the 9th .Pz, Pi , (9th .Armored 1:l"i.~ineortn.., Co . TN) : Ustuf . SErrz , 
t blt _p l atoon le-der of tht: let t,1atoon of the ::;t-d h. Pi . Co ,; and 
.P-rhapa still others whose nanes I cannot r e:mombe.1.· any mre. 

we wero atanc1ing there I I noticed on this pasture on which 
about 50 bwnped off American prisoners of war werti lyints , t he follow
i ng , I S0\7 t hat several at' t hree Americans w9re at ill liVl n,:: , br>cause 
th sy Bdll r.oved and al20 groaned . I furt :l~rmore saw t:ie following 
persona ~ 2round i n the fie ld and alao ea" how they d isch arged mllroy
s hots at t htt still living prisoners. 

I saw Uoche . Ma.":: B..JJ·.d/'IB shooting wit h hie machine p is toli I 
am·, Uocha . Bubi u-OL)SCHMID!' s noot ing at the;, prison s with t ht1 
m,:jchine pistol; I al so saw i n th e f ield ttf . Max HIVdMI!RE:l , Uscha . 
Jopp 'll?I'rKORu.::aa , Us cha . EdJar Dl. l.CKMt..NU , Stm. Gust av Sli{li:r-10~ , 
Rttf , BILOSCiiA.J.!!l'::Ea , Uscho . AL.L'lQ·Hil!.G.&t , Stm. Ookar T.HATT , Op ion . 
Willi ThOT , and still agver'"'l oth:Jro wnooe no.mes I cannot remamber 
ony mor " . I am certain th.... t neitlkir :31 .1..V.tR$ nor RUMl.b' ordered a stop 
to it , \fh vn the1:1e pi,rsons , who ell bulon~d to the ,3rd l'z . Pi. Co . 
walked uOout tn u fie l d s ,1oot i na at t tlt: µ.•isont:ll"s , 

I i1ov1.- l-lrepared a sketch for clari fication of above depoaition . 
have marked i t Ex.w. i bi t •....• !lnu li. ,ve made it a part of my statement . 

The num,.,r a l.o are added for oxplono.t i on and mean 1 

l - los i t ion of Ostu:r . S!EVuiS , Os tu.f . Rul.J.'F' , Uotur . D;..xrz , und 
mys ulf. 

2 - Pos1 tion of our S ,Y 
3 - Poo i tion of a Fanzer (l, erk V; 
4 - roeition o:t· tite S.t', of Uscho . Gu!D,;,;;.1:11.LJr 
5 - looit ion cf the s " cL Rt tr . o.t:rrINJEri 
6 - ooit ion d tho .;; or Str m. S .FR:t:.N...lh 
7 - l'oo i t ion of tho S~I ot Jtrn . HG.fo' .n.z..w 
8 - ! osit ion of th..1 Sr. ,1 of Us cha , .tiOi>E 
9 - Sin..•l e house 
10 - Burning f: hoi 
ll - H~di::, uaod os a boundary ff-nee 
12 - Faa ture on w'lic~ the A. ·s ric.m .i: ri '-l'S of war were lyins , 

l 0xp11,rit,nc tho next s hoot oI' J.111cri0,.n l,JI'isonw-s of war at 
.9.1.'0lll~u?lr in the m::,rning hours ot 19 December lA-4 , Ostu.t . SI-VERS 
and I were Btanding a ~ iJ 3tr11et cor ner i n Jl'OO?JONr , not tar trom the 

- l -
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• •• 
;;luc;3 whbl°.::1 ..:;ltc . Uustuv .;,irl.L.i.JJ.l.H had ark&d hie wJ.,f. ,fhllo we 
wero st,.indinq thore , <. .n.1;)rican aoldi.,rD , who were C!U'ryin,f; a 
wounied Gvnnan ton,.-man , C:lm6 to u:.. . Tc my kuowled3!= , t:1es e 
1.-rboncra did no-.. carry any woaporw w ten thvy arrived at cur 
1-lec.... Httf . D.i..Thtl-fr, wno was atalldin~ n:lth an &morican •Jeep• in 
cur vicinity , brolJdht this wounded G<irman to t:1.e field dressing 
station . J..t my "l_Ueat ion to wL..VEliS , what shuuld be dono with the 
JU,1erican prisoners of wa1· , he answered, I sh:J.11 t,.Ave th~m shot . 
T;~.xeupo:i I C!:illed Bln..l!NJ.J:.R to tne and gnve him thu order to bump art 
thoao Am1.Jrican vriaonera . T·1orttupon I".(, led th an into a small road 
w,lich driv in..., into 1...\ GL.!u...a.. branches off th<J ma in road to tha right . 
l!'rcv. th .a-o :3lfu:J.' led tho Am c.:l'ican ~ isoners of war into a small 
private roJd in order to shoot th...m. . A ohort time lat er aau::r-nm 
r eturned to me and r.iported thtit ha had oxeoutod my order . 

'!'ne nttxt 0Lloot!n3 occurred in the followin ~ manner 1 We ,·101·e 

standin--; et about tht. same s,.1ot where tho two Americans m~ntioned 
above had arrived with the 'flO nd.ad rman whe n two American prison 1:1rs 
or war o.r:iv~ with a third wounded American and whan tboy carried on 
e provioiona l l itt er . _;a in Ostuf . 3.il..V..i:HS gave m., th e o:ctler to have 
these cl'ltrics ns bump ad off . This time I ~eve tile order to Rttt • 
.cll.OSCHAE!'ZKY i Stm. ~; and Stm• .:;il¼tEM}i:lt , wno had bumped off the 
two abova msntioned pr isonars . I still remember th9t I personally 
went along for the shooting end thereby wanted to use an A.'ll~ican 
carbine wnich I had captured . T.ai13 gun bowevt. r , did not function , so 
I was not able to shoot tho men per.:::onally . ,lht:n we wero standing at 
t h~ ~ l oce of acecution I saw the first two p risonurs lyi d t.ad in 
tho str,ut , and 11hen we left I a l so sa1, thu lost 3 ~rison c..rs lyin(: dead 
in the street , .'.;10 tbB t ull together t h ero were 5 .&.,1erican :prfooners of 
,-.1r who had buen s not by U3 at this spot . I am CtJrtain that tuese 5 

prioont.rs viere 1ttrican priaoners ot· war b ec 1:.1uso I saw the f irs t two 
go \11th raised urmn to th1.1 place of execution while the last three 
Wu1·e wituo..i.t wea pons . I knov11 that they w~re &neric:arne, becaMc I know 
the Armrican uni orm. I also knew at that time the unit to 'l';hich thttoo 
men wur s belonging , because I Md a co_py - tmok in whic • t he dil' feren t 
in3i cniafJ of the ,1u1·ican uni to were shown. 

I have pr i.:t-arod o i'urtn1;:r skctoh marla!ld with B ond made it I,art 
of my stat ermnt . Tho numeral s addod for OXJJlsnation mt:oerJ. i 

1 . - Posit ion of O.,tuf . Sll:.'VcliS end uu,s vlf . 
2 . - Pos i t ion of the SP.I of Stm . Sm ,;JIO..!,n . 
3. - Posit icn a · S I of thtt ccmnander 
4 , -lo:Jition of t ho Si ot'Rttf . 1.ail:LhOVi.:.ti 
5 ,- ."'osit i on of the SPi'I of Uaoila . l.H..IL.)S<..t llDl' • 
.6 . - 31ngl e house 
1. - • • 
8 . - libere the shc,oting took plaoa 
------ - Route of tho pris oners 

This statement consi sts o£ l pt:iges and 2 sketch es and tws been 
voluntaril y do by m~ without any forc e , duresu , threats , or ,Pranises
of any ki nd . 

I swear before uod that t~ facts which I h~v• atated b(.:re are 
t rue and am ~reparod to rup,s t Bame before any court of justice underouth. 

(signod) 111111 &;rW:.tm 
8 ,l.,. r il 1946 

me ti-is 8th day of April 19~6 at 
.Sohwebisch H:lll , :.h.rmsny 

.,;,,orn to and subacribd to bet'or• 

'/'illiam N . :e..RI. 
1s t Lt . M. I . 0-555149 
Invuti5.11;cr- .:xa.m.1n~s' 3 .,.c.a. USF.1:!1' 
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• • 

1-toi.ld crosoing 4 km . north of l:J~J.ELSOl&lF 

l - l'oaition of Ckltuf • .,;, ,L,..VJ(.;3 , Q.3tuf . RuLll.F , Uatur . S.1.:.r-r .. 
and. m,yaulf 

2 -

3 - a .l.unz.:.r (t. rk V) 

4 - • the sr..,_, o; Uacha . GCJI.u.:.jG1- Il.i.1· 

5 • • 11tt1' . 0.c.Tr 1N1.;i.;1 

7 -

8 - • • Uache . BODE 

- S in ·le houee 

10 - Burnins: s:u, d 

11 - Hcd,ge us ltd aa boundary fl!lnoe 

12 - Fa sturo on which thu A.m o:iricun prisoners o f wa r ;1ore lying . 

( a !&nod) Willi SU&EFJ,R 

8 Ap ril 194b 

http:1-toi.ld
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Fran the. Station 

To L.~ GL.l!.!;.i.E 

l . oition of 03tur , sn.v~ and mys lf 

2 . the: SPR of Stm. SlR.:::;;u~ 

the Cor:mander 

4. 

5 , Ua ch.3 . OOLD&;lC.ilIJI' 

6 • ;:;1ng1 e boua e 

8 . Placo where a hoot ing occurred 

Haute of l'risoners . 

/ a/ Willi SCHAErER 
8 J~pril l ',... 6. 



r 
, bt1n1 flr•I d•l1~;;,~;;;··;;,~'tf·::fr;~;;~~f ~;J,~~•I ath ,andu o

ldr__ J1.1Ji.l1i....:___SC11A'r.•,..______,____ nadrdtm /di mt r,dt/· 

mOJJlg tJngeschworen wur'J:: mucht die / olgende Auuage antu Eld 

The fl bov,• two phologrttphs arc phologrnphs of the Hmt Ea ti til 2« 
__.5 11.~- u .rs .....-.....- .....mentioned by me In my aj/ ldavll, daftd......~__/},,1../1-~:1,,_____ ,Lj'..f.6. 

D!I. ob/gen zwtl Ph otograph/en slnd Photograph/en du1efblg1n-6.a.l.t~----
_JjUt t C ··---· l'On ml r In mt/nu eldtulatl/ldlu AHHgt ,,,,.,,,.,, 
dat1u1 1, . ,J,.-,; l lJU

1

____if_ · /Jbtr.rcharjiihrr.t
R.,,l (Din, 'lr•I) 

, li,-8· 1/lf-&.-~·/·ll,D"
o,,an/1.atlot1 dar/111 £1/,()1/,,,,I•• 

Etflhtlt .,,,,.,,,,, de, EJJ,1 ~e,,,,.,.., 



• • 

I, . ................... t,j,· J/~ ..... .S.c..hA.f..E.~.. , being /Jr,/ d•ly 
sworn, 111 (1 k 1• the /o/fowi]JK ~{~a' cmenf under oath: 
/dl ..--···········1:.1:IIL__ ..........J.ii,_a u:::____----~ nadldtm /di "" redlt-
mllJJlg elngesdtworen wu rd1•, udle die / olgende Aussage unter Eld 

The above two photographs are photozrnphs of the &ame~f 
_______mentioned by me In my a/fldovl/, daled ......3._./.!f!.u:/.__~fY..I... . 

Die obigen zwel Photograph/en slnd Photograph/en dtsselblgen./Jfi.f...____ ,B..iiJu Jd:...... 
---~~ ~ .T·z~711,r····n·• van mfr In melner eldesstalllidten Aauage 1en;rJ,~ 
datlert _.~ / -~~~ · 

JI B-Il· 1/ft-!',.ll,t , 1.11,111·1 

Organization darln1 eif/i 0//enllve 
Elnhell 11dhflnd du Et/1l•Eln1otu1 

. x.U.£.J c... 



r, ... ..... _b/.,f. k . Sc.h<.1fltc. .. ______,.a.. 

sworn, mak~ ~he [ollo.'lf}n~ statement andtr oath : 
!di_._ ....WiilL..:i&.haµ .-_ ----~ nadldem /d, .,., rtdll-
mlljJ(g clngesdrn·oren wurdr, muche die / olgende Aassal'e unter Eld 

The nbo"'" two pholnKraph., nre photogrnphs of the same ,Sfl'1 . 5'·';I.A 1,/ 
...S~t:.c:.N.~.{[..J:i.......-....... menlioned by me In my o//ldnvll, doled ......£._il.Rr.L.C..!~...- · 

Die ob lgM - wei Photograph 'en slnd Photograph/en deuelbfgenJ Jm......~JA.JL_____ 
_S~r.·'-ltf·"-~- _ _·····-···-- 110n mfr In melner eldustntJllthen Aai"/&it x enonnt, 
1/u1 /er1 _..:J'-f'piirli1iL_______.. 

__J_Jl,L1iit:J.£ tJtf:, ,LtWC 
Organl,atlon during E{fd Offensive 

E lnhtft wiihrend dt /J El/e l -Elnsalze• 
Sll'orn lu 0111/ 11ubscribrd before mt' this 

day of........ . ... ···-···-··-· , /916, 

Of/fur 1uJmlnls t<!rl11R onth 

Ha11 k Arm or s,,,..,a 



I, .JJ.,j/, _,.':ic/2,,1£/:~~"-'--------- , b,lng flr•I duly 
sworn, mak r the following sta tement 11nder oath : 
ldl___J:.//1/.i.~;i-fer nadldem ldl er!I redll -
mlifllg elngcschworen wurde, mudle die / o/gende Aussage unter Eid 

The ubo ve lwQ photographs .are p hotographs of the same_.J,~ 
J o.lJ.:.r;h.r.r.1.1.dL.........menlloned by me in my o/fldnvil, daf ed.....a.....li1-:.r..1..l.....t.Y.¥k 

Die obig en zwei Photograph 1en s/nd Photograph/en desselblgen...1/..1.,/J..J.,_. /3.1t/.J.i. ___,... 
&a/.d..s._'ih.11'$. von mfr In melner eldeut ol/1/dren Auuage 1enannl,
Ta,;n, -A~ i1 t!f1, . 

Rank (Dl~n.t1rad} 

__3. Ii .0: 1.111 ·ii ·~t ,LffJI(' 
Orgar. lzatlon darlnf El/; O/ltn,lv1 
Elnhelt •llhrtnd dta El/d-Eln1•tzt1 

mt thla~iJ.1/.£...~nddo:,b;;:~.. : ... ,.,_..•.•.••._, 1946. 

0~ tr----=~ -
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U, i1#f. .J{ru, ritu<uL.,C,U,'l., fl'bi'- ,f,'V,--e,w,t. ..~/'t"~ 
~ ,l,e eut'e t -f~e,e,~J ¢«. ' 

~a-cl dv, 8p,t,1v~tL-fe-' U«_ j)~C,.q_ ,fCj'q.l/

ar,/40:~ ,;J{ deu<- R. , z,J--.-4-- ~ fl. R;• ~ _e,c. %t1-u q{. 
r °Pl: Btl- ,JJ :£ (I • 

,u..J ,1, #---&;-¥ ,<, f7 A H. a....... • 

J(v:,,,,., &~a -1p.,u· 1£.,,,&.a. vltcu 8~ . 
/t _ _, ,,., /~ • . . , L~~L ~ 

,l,u;,<.--1-(. Jcr,.,u,f"'- et',_"f ~ LW·U,J,,,_,........, _. • J 

d,,e,,{j. <,l.<f • 

-1 J~ 1t. ,ae,fe,,,,J,_d-.. ,fJ l/<f r;e{IU<,. ~ -Z l,{,t,,,,,... ,/fu,tu,,,/~, 

J;:r.i,..,,,,e,v 1r.'d' _&_;tt,. ,:.,,.,.r--- ~~o/_ ct<A.,tl-(.Ju.. 

,QA~ -:fhuf~C.:-rf I ~ ~ " ~ ~ 
,.,~ev,-, 'VU(&&_ AA-<- cl,~ (f ~ ,r ,e,.~ te,,~-

fvt-~Mrf ,w-{f.,;,e14- , .Z,,,;_ d,~L (;e,;£ ~ 

,..i,,,(.,. .A(dd.VL ~+ cuu,... .f. ~ ,v. de-5 '14d.tt . ./k'a,-, 

13~,,i.-,,u,i. . .!ht.. /4¼~ ~~~~ ,,.,;;.,u( 

1w-a,,r ,,;;;,,,.,.,.,.,:-f1.t..C{;.ct,r ~L ,,,((Yl. J~r-,-
q cfe,,.,,_ ;;:,;e cb,,... -:l~j<>e.. dt,,_ ~ -{.,._j-d,dorf 
,-f,- 4•r-4, ,6.&d ,._;-,..,.,,_,.e,,.... S. /? 1r1: o4ek,,e.-,,,__, ,,..;-,,,...d ,i.c.t..__ 

~ tU,.,~e,,,~ w-le. ..,J,..,,._~;,k,_.....,4~ .7<",,-,~ ~ 

~...:/ ~ c. .,,.,,.,,,t.,..,,,.,l,<,(___ ~,rdu.,_ . lt. aw.-,_ i!.,U war J.., ae .4. 
8 , ~ ).,,,_ ;;,:,t,,.-oc ;(,.,,,.u._. o P. W. ..;;.~o{ d«.. $aA-re--< ~= R,lf. -t,,...J ~ -

'f,,f{J,k4..id 
.,1,,,,... :tti. ~,._ ,tY"fV- ,./,.~ ,r:d._ --,~ e,;.,,._€. ,..,..._ 

:M..1."fij 1~ c1.t,..._ .,r~ ,<>(n,<,. ~......~ e,;,,._LA--t.. 

a.vvv ~z.,.,A'<_c;v.._~.,,lu, ....._ ,;:r;:;.,...,;'f~re/"""je.....e.,.,,_, ,:(u,,e,...,_ 

~ l<J. r. r--~t., .-p-a .,,,,__ -:,'dv,..;,tt =~.,;'/4.e,t ,wwr, EX;, ,, __(.0 
,.,....'H<-.>-e u 



• • 
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'IMA'~ f?:<S lc-b-<-0~~ "~,_ ydrle-1-. 

p_ o _ • ' <e-,~,te cte,'JJt..v,_ ~<-u/1'<.Ct-U-E "[_ ;::_al ,,,..._ e,tA,f Uu. (7 ~ GI' 

..J'/4,L"f>.e,\ . -e,. ,{n.';,,,- "'~ i£1M,eu,~f/--U.0,C ae 

Al . . ,',/ , ~ ,t:._cvf<fe. e.t. k.dt-c.e.A. -;/7dff1du<-111,,,yvvr t'h ~ I 

/k-tdw ctA%,f- . £r ~ ..,:r,.,,._i,--ew=jfu-e.. l- · .J,:V.,,e,L 

jZ.,.....~~ e z.- 44.;~ 1 IAfl.. VL ~~ 

,t;,4,.<M-e~ ,e,._ cxAi-e. 
1 

~ , c(_'e,-d__ ~ /tn,4eJr = 

~ ,,.r,o:r__ ~ ~ ,:Aid- ,,,_<l!Lr . 

1-A ~ d'M"l:u,~_;.._ (,{,()f,,f -4:U.e,,,_ ./4.,,,.e,u-kau.et. 
,ll. ?e 

~ l?,:,Yl;,-(:.e.,,,_~~ ~ ~ ., ,,,;;.,..__,_.,;-!-fe.Ut:£r-e'C._ 

.)/a/4e... ~r1~~- ~'ue..-... -14<- tie,,,_ .:ko-;z( ,,;;._,,r 

~ A.'..,,_ c{o,,j JP~ ' J-~ ~ ~:d4 ---d.,; 

d ~ ~ ,«A4- A;,.,.__ ~ £.ee-,J Q'-,{a_ ~,+ ,;...__ 4,_ 

:fC&p{ 4d,_+. )::a-d_ d,,'e,u,M.. ~;de.,,,_ ~ "-v(_-:1

1.<'M' 4'.u.- kc.&v,;J.,a_,,,._ aL Ari. J;d:,._ .-d.we ,,,..,,.,.;,--- d,,e_ 

;/i,;d.e,. ~,d__ev,,. .,,,,;;., ,1, a_~1-,-~,daM 

,4,.,.(. ~ r . 

1., ,w4,r --i,,,,,,;,.. P ow-, "4:k, d,,u-VL A?....e.u;A,.__..,,«

b:w ~r{e,t..-- , S,lh,,.~ ,0.f/4 k;,,-'l'-J'o/a-u.r-8'(_ 
~ t(~ =-~ ~ f= ,.;;;.,,.,,t ,;,/:;,.,___~e4 . 

0-..ct.. ~ ~ f ~ ~,c,k N oU--t..- __.,,:e_ MA,,.,u.r.. 

Ro-,•y~ - '(J.,e{ 0~!4-,.f. ~ ~ 1 ~ ct.u.u_ 

~ a,ly ,,.:-- ~ --- BejdJ - <>--r-,;de.sU<- ,k,,/k, 

M.<-- cf~ AM /4,~ , daJ:0 ~ 'fe/au.~e.,.~ 
'j/414A- <U/4//_ ~<- , 

http:4.,,,.e,u-kau.et
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J,e/4_ ,i,d,..e_ e, 'tA--L .u,'d,_~, ~ l, t,Y-. d,.e_ qaA 

i&£7" ,.,._.a./4 e ~ ft~,_,~,,,,,_ ,,.,_d ~,,/ -U. cfe,,,,,,,.__ 

_,,',d,. £e....._ ~r ;uf,,-u.~.,,_~,:J¼,.ec,,~,~e..... 

,€1/2,e.£.._+ . ~ ,la.,,6-e ce.:U.c. -:+ /1- ~e,,,U., e,i_ 

,M,1A cl ~.~ ~-r, ---6--~e,-1-. J!;~ L~ ...._ 

,/{:.e,,c,a,J..f /4de-.:v/e,._ ; 

1 ]4.lle.,, t -!;Idle. I (.vu. d_£A_ ~'/4 ~ 
2 -f,,._ ,Ue_ J/--vc,' .. f.<a. ,.....e-,_ -d,,..<>f . 
3 ,3,.,:,·~ 'f ;;,:;..-,..,. 
'+ _,~4UM"""--

5 f=-t 

J-el... .t..ak ct.-tMe ~/,)~a_ff- ~:.ee,,,~ ~ a,.,.;;,J 

,R,<;~ tJ;/,,(Reu.. f~a..d'c,1 ,,,;~~4,J~ 

~ ~ ~~ ~~ ,,e._;:..,~ -~p(_ 

~~ ,VfH.<_. . 4k,,,..124=- t-~;,e--"<... .,,;,,..~"< 

JU . J.d.._. ,,dt,~ ,6.e_,; 'f-,,../1--, &>(c,.,,,, d,.e. JZ.,,_fw.4-L- , 
_I' ' . 1 • Jj,,Jt,t__ Jl..:i4J,«J}f!... .,.,_a.d.,¢e, ~<}.<:...t{. .,,:;.,._,t,,t,e4_

OIA-t. /tC"\,(..., ~ I - , t 

,»:,,,... /4..e-t'A- d.u.b.t- A1C-r / e.t&,,,,._. ~:c,U ~ ~ ~ ,wdec ~ 
.A~ -

ed~ -
I ./ u<.- ~ fa.«.<,<M.VU,t. .da..r 

r(:"~ ~ 
77 fl#{. 11. ~',.t 1:N-b"'vl~!rp e~e8 
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•TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

Goorp lllllu ••~ig1w1I to War Crimea Ur11mf1. United St11 le1 Arni), 

APO 633, 1u an i11 te rJ1retcr, ha,·ing l,ecn ,Inly l \\orn, ,le11ou· .,.,J 1t11 lf' 11, at t l1e at111chr1I English l ra11 ~la1io11 i1 

• true anti accurat e re nde ring of the German original o f Ili c i lHlemcnt of 

ll April 1946 lakenon 11 1 Sd1w ii l, iuf, 1h11 , Gum1111y, 

William R. Perl. lat Lt . M.I.1,dure 

ronaisti ngof 

I, 1l11i du1umc 11I , further 1!11le tint I &1Hiak Ge r111 1111 11ml Engli~l1 lhu:ntl y 11111! urn (ull y ,111a1il1,·, l 11 ~ uu l'll p,•r t 

Ge rman-Engli&h i•1terprr lr r hy reuon of tlui followi11g c111 1lili ratio111: 

1. -. I.II-, .u... to-. 
a. I .,. - tint --· F... of., Ufo ill -IIF - _, le 
~ Hllool ,11oro. 

3• I - • - Va11o4 S'81N ill 1928. 

4• I - ho ,_. of a&l,iolt. ill •-lllluF •-1 ill --· IO' r
-.w.,. et -.1-.. - - &.-1.... ,_ ••-'F 11r --· 

5. I ••• -.... aarried t~ .._ P•• •ix ,-n te • ar1ue11 •"bJ••i ul 

•PNI< --- -'1-11:r at -· J1F .u. - ..,lp.U -· 

6·. I--ill 11111 v.llo&lh&IN-f<r -put 2~ _..., 

laTiaa - u ..- .. ill - 1911,S ......... - -lq9d llF - -Dip_, • • --.ilialt. illlarprw- •-J- l,ri6. 

Swo ru 1111,I @ul,,eril,c,I to liefore ,ne tlii1 
0 

11 1 Sd1wiibi$l¾I 11 11 11. GO' rulJn )"• 

ti I 



I , Rottf'• i.x HAlh~RER, be ing duly aworn state the toll oriq;1 

Du.rill& the EI!'EL of'tenshe in Deoember 1944 1 I belonged to the 
2nd Platoon, ot the 3rd Fanzer Piontter C~any, ot the lttt SS Pioneer 
Bil • ISSAH. 

l,\I" platOCll leader wu Uaoba. Mu BEUTNE:R. ~ Colll)allY Commmdei• 
_. Oberaturmr"uebrer J'ranz SIEVlJ6 . 

l , On the 17th Deoemb9r 1944, at about 1.30 o ' clock in the 
at'ternoon, Ocain& 'from BUELLINlEN we o... to • road croHiDg at which 
the •treet turns •harp to the left in direction ENJEISDORF. J.t thie 
tima I was meeeenger in the SlW ~ Uacha, Mu BRurnER, At thi• croaa.. 
road. b•diately behind the croeaing on the part ot the road which 
leads to !NGKISDCJU'. our Sl:1' came to a bal t, and I waa present as 
.bierican prisonere ot war were •bot, 

2 , Q'.i 20 December l 944, in a castle near STom.a.tT, I baTe 
killed with p i s t ol abote an American pr isoner ot war wboee lower 

.-,rt ot the body waa buried in de tria, 

The American lay in the hallwaY ot the caetle . He wore 
an A.merican unitcrm, Howenr, he didn't were the ateel helmet uy 

DDN , He fta unarzmd , Thie .1.merican groued ae be wae obTioualy in paia 
becau.ae hie lower part of' the body •• buried, Thereupon I tired trom 
t be lllllldiate diet.nee two pietol abo ·ta at tbia .imerican J one in the 
bead andon• in the heart, I don ' t Jcngw any more it I shot tire t in the 
heart or tiret in t he bead , Th• .lmerican • • de-1 attar these two abota . 
I had a look at the body ud concluded that he •• dead. 

It ftl!I clear to D that thia .!aerican w u noncoaba:tant, 
Out a .rbcner ot war becaua• ha.. helplHe and Wlar-4. Bo•Ter• I ehot 
Ilia NcauH our coa;pany ooaander Oberetut,Jra.nz SinERS bad read an 
order to ua before the ottenahe in whicb it &aid that no priaoner• 
will be taken. 

I ba·u prepared a eke'tcb which ebow• the caetle near STOUM>NT 
in which I •hot the jaerican priecmer ot war. Thi• I hue arked with 
••., and attached to 111 statement. On tbia the nu.merala indicate, 

1. XUchen 5,Halln7 
2 . Ball• 6.Spc t where I ehot the A.marican 
3• ottice 7.Doora 
4, Store•rooa 

I haH a.de tbie statement TolWltarily and ot 1/l;f c:aa will 
un1Dilll8DCed by torH, threats, or hareh tr•tm11.\ 1 a.nd unintluenoed 
by .rom.aee ot any kind• 

I ••ear befor e God that the atateanta made ill this de position 
are true and I am prepared to i·ei-at tbea under oath bef'ore any cou.rt. 

(aigcad) l&JlltR!R, Mu: 
Wi t neH t ss Rttt, 
Harry 1i • Tbon ll .lpril 1946, 
lnterroptor. WCB 

Sworn t.o ud eubecribed to before 111e thie 11th 
h7 or ,\Jril 1946 at Schwabluh Hall,Geraany , 

William R & rl 
lat U, 11,I, 0-555149 
lnTH iiMator-Rxa.miner./ 

WC:B. OSPBT.
(,\ 

http:Oberetut,Jra.nz
http:becau.ae
http:STom.a.tT


,. ...........M.ll.l. ....ll.d.t1N.E.i/.E..q.. ---------

;;orn'fa[_/l'J!__}}dJ:;;/,1.r.~e.";ement und 
tr .~~~-~ ldl redll -~ ------·--' nachdem ust 

mlljJig eJ11g Psd1woren wurdc, mflchC die / o lgeudc Aussage unt cr Eid 

The obove two phv tograp h:s are photogruphs of the same_ /)be e rfu E: . 
f.z.iff.11..'N..._.S.~£.V:.£.N.~......_menfloned by mt in my a/flcl avlf, daled.__:t1...._Aii.B.t.L..1..£Y..1,_. 

Die ob 11•r11 11ri Photograph "en sfnd Phologrnp ltien d euelblgen....(2P._ f:_C,..[_¢_qj__ ___.. __ 
_ft:.(f.t..U:,... SiC.K. '.f::·,L ........,...... vo 1 mfr In meiner eldesslnlflidt t n Aauage 1enannt,
dati,•fl~ 1-{,..Apd.£._-:tJ!!i.f.:..._.___. · 

---~ 
Flr1t Nam• (Vornamd Lo,t Namt (Zana,nJ 

Rod (DltHIJrd) 

,v} . fJ;_jjt JJz. ~ 11. l 7zl/H 
Organization darln1 E{Jt! Of/end111 

El nhtlt wilhrend du El/tl·Eln.at:11 

Swo rn 0 "t"in d subu.rlb e'i,J:!J~~!J this 
____L.':!!_______ day oL......"'"·Tt"::_:;·._...,.. ,1940, 

M. 1/~~ 
OJI c admlnltle~~ 

....~4jfl------ Arm -fr z~~ ·-

http:f.z.iff.11


I, ........_/.1.,U ,...._.....__6it1.M.t.ct..E..l i<f.,.. ------ --·······- , bting /Ira/ d•iy

::,o'/¼4Xke/./'J ;;,1::~zt sr;t emenl under o_._,h_,___ nodldem Id, er, t redll

m(JjJ{g efngesrhworen wurde, muche die / olgen de Aussage unter Eid 

The t1 bovt• l"'.o phntngraphs are photoz raphs of the same_ 7Jtt.,_f t:-8 N..IL.L_ l 
.f,11./.d.1.,;,.h .M.i ..d..l _____ ___ mentlon ed by me In my affidavit, dated .....:1.1...iJ.!LH.il...J.9.Y.i.._,__. l 
Die obJr;:en zwei Pholograph .ler, sind Photograph/en deutlbfgen ii.ff!.. f.r'1:fi.. _ 
~ ~~~=-~lJ~~~~----) ifi{// v::._::::__1~ melner eldr.utotlfidr ~~- ;.::;;;1·~·-1;nannf. -· 

.... _.J4r __sl.'~ _ 
Fl ral Nam• (Vurnome) Laat Name (Z• n11md 

._}]12/f.. 11,f<(h,,-, r 
Rank (Ditnd1r11d) 

3. ;'?,. P/ I ft/¾ Rer, tl, f~AII 
Organlz.allo n darln1 El/ll 01/u; lve 

Elnhelt • llhrrnd de. Elfd-Eln, atu, 
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