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• 
c:AIIP ~CHAU, GE!lllANT 

6 JUNE 1946. 

IICJUIIIII SESSictl 

(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 0BJ0 hours.) 

PRESIDENT, The Court will COM to order. 

PROSECUTION• Kay it please the Court, let the record 

•• 
ahm that all the members or the 00\lrt , all the members 01' the 

Prosecution with the exception ot Captain ShtUl&cker, who is absent on 

buainesa or the Proaecution, all the members ot the Defense Wi.th the 

exception of Ur. Strong who ia sick in the hospital, and Dr. R&u who 

is abaent on bu.eineaa of the accuaed, all the defendants and the 

reporter are present• 

MR . ELOWITZs The Pro99cution r ecalls Mr . Harry Thon. 

HARRY THON, recalled as a witnes s tar the Prosecution, 

having been previooaly sworn, testified further as follaft's: 

(Whereupon the questions, answers and proceedings were 

translated into the German l anguage by the interpreter . ) 

REDIREX:T EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION , (MR. ELCMITZ ) 

Q Mr. Thon you are reminded you are s till under oath, 

A Yes , air, 

Q In the course of your interrogations at LP. #2 , 

Scbtraebiach Hall, O~, did you ever have occasion to interrogate 

a per:,on by the name ot Friedel Kies? 

A, Yes, I did . 

Q Did he make a statement to you? 

A Yes , he did. 

Q Was the statement oral or written'? 

A It was both oral and written. Oral at ti.ret and then 

written by him. 

(Thon- redirect) 

i't.t3 
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Q Could J"W identify Friedel nee if you were to eee him 

again? 

A Yes, I can. 

Q Will yau do aof 

A He ia wearing number 30. 

PRESIDENTt Number 30, stand up. 

(Whereupon the accused did u directed.) 

•• 
MR. ELOWITZs Prosecution hands the reporter an inatrument 

a.Di asks that it be marked Proeecution Fochibit P-ill for identii'ication• 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution 

Exhibit P-111 for identification by the reporter.) 

QUESTIONS BY PROOECUTION: (IIR. ELO\'IITZ) 

Q Mr . Thon, I hand you a written document marked Prosecution 

Fpchibit P..lll for identif ication and ask you to identify it. 

A. Yes, sir . This 119 the written statement or Friedel Kies 

and is signed by him. 

Q Was 1t written and signed in your presence? 

i It was s igned in ff!$' presence, I am sure, but I don 1t 

believe I was present all the time while he wrote it . 

Q Was it signed by the same Friedel Kies whom you have just 

identified? 

A. Yes, it was . 

Q \faa the statement made voluntarily'? 

A Yes, it was. 

Q Did you use an;y cruel or harsh methods in order to 

obtain this statement? 

A No, sir. 

Q Did you make any threats or promises to Friedel Kiee? 

(Thon- redirect) 
.1. .. .1. 4 
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A No, I did not. 

Q Was the statement swam to? 

Q Do you know who administered the oathf 

A Yes. let Lt. -Wi.lliam R. Perl, 

MR. ELOWITZ1 Prosecution otters in evidence its Exhibit 

II ll.l tar 1dent11'1cation and requeots that it be attached to the 

record and marked Prosecution Exhibit P-lll. 

• LT. COL. DWINELL a Defense objects to the evidence on 

• the e: rounds previously stated• 

PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled. The exhibit 

offered by the Prosecution is adm1tted into evidence and will be 

marked EXhibit P-lll. 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been ir eviousl..y 

marked and identified was r eceived in evidence as Prosecution Exhibit 

P-lll and is attached heret o and made a part of the record.) .. MR . ELOWITZ : Prosecution offers in evidence a t rue and 

correct English translation of Exhibit P- 1.ll and requests that it 

be a t tached to the record and marked Prosecution Exhibit P-111-A. 

DEFENSE COONSEL: no objection on behalf or the Defense . 

PRES!l>ENT1 Thero being no objection, the exhibit o!!ered 

by the Prosecution i s admitted into evidence and 1'fill be marked 

Exhibit~. 

(Whereupon the document referred to 'lfH marked and received 

in e vidence as Prosecution Exhibit P..~ am 1B attached her to 

and made a part o!' the r ecord .) 

UR . ELCWITZ : Prosecution requeet:i permission to 

read its Exhibits l'-lll and l'-111..A. 

PRFSIDENT: GraDted. 

(Thon- redir ct) 

J.-,.1.G 



• • 

• 
(Whereupon Mr. Elawitz read Prosecution Exhibit P-lll as folla,re;) 

•1, Friedel Kiee, being f iret duly sworn, make the follo"1.ng 
etatement under oath. 

During the Eifel otrensive in December 19l.'4., I w u 
a member of the 3rd Panzer Pioneer Company, 1st Pioneer 
Battalion, LSSAH. 

Before the EUel offensive I t hink it waa already in 
Sat~vey, Untersturmfuehrer Seitz gave us Company instructions 
in which he s aid the following 1 

•P:-isonersof war will not be made in this of fensive ." 

During the night f ran the 16th-17th December 1944, we 
left the bivouac area in the Bl.ankenheim woods aod drove 
into the offenaive. 

We reached a big cross - road north of ¼el edorf, in my 
estimation this cross- road was about 2- ) km distant from 
Engel s dorf • 

I can remember that we turned l eft around a curve at 
this c rose- road towards Engeladorf and that we stopped at in 
front ot a pasture that was situated right of f the road. 
We stopped on the right side of the road 1n front of this 
pasture at which I noticed that there ll'ere apprald.matel y 
5D-60 apparently dead American prisonersof war l ying on 
ttds pasture . I definitely remember to have saen one who 
still moved. 

• 
Vl8 oIU¥ stood there very shortly when Unterschar!'uehrer 

Beutner gave the order to the whol e cr ew or our SPil t o shoot 
a t the prisoners • 

Pioneer Jirassek, who was our No . 1 M.G. gunner thereupon 
shot into the prbonerswith tds r ear M.G. 

As far as I can remember no other men or our cr ew did any 
shooting . 

"I also lmO'lf of two other canes whereby American pr isoner s 
or war were shot and I myself participated on order of Unter
scharfuehrer Eeutner and Untersturmi'uehrer Seita. 

It was on 19 December 19u4 around 3 sOO o ' clock in the after
noon in Stoumont. 

We were pl aced on guard when Unterschari'u.ehrer Beutner 
passed us a.nd gave me the order to come With him. We entered 
a hoose in which there was an American prisoner of war. I kna,r 
that it was an American because I knOJr their uniform, and know 
that i t was a prisoner because he had the hands raised and his 

{Kies statement ) 
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•hands folded above bis head. 

Unterechari"uehrer eeutner ordered me to lead the prisoner 
uray and said to mu 

•Y.,u know what you have to do.11 And thereby gripped 
towarda his pistol. I went with the prisoner a !ew houses 
.turther away and then shot him dawn. I fired. four to five 
shots at the prisoner, I still remember th.at the shots penetrat
ed the head and chest. The prisoner fell to the ground and did 
not move any more, ther r>fo:rfl I am convinced that he was dead. 
I returned to my guard poet on security• 

•The next ahooting took place 1n the vicinity or the CP o! 
the 1st platoon of the 3rd h PI Company. I went past this CP 
by chance , in front of wtiich s tood Unter sturm!'uehrer S8 1tz and 
Sturimnann Johanm1en with two prisonersof war . Untersturmfuehrer 
Seitz stopped me and gave Johan.Men and me the order to lead tho 
two pri8oners away and to 15hoot them. 

We went a few houses further and then shot the two prisoners . 
I would like to add that the bfo prisoner s walked two t o three 
metel's with raised hands ahead of us , t he hands folded behind 
their heads• 

At the s hooting Johanns£.n used his machine pistol and I a 
38 pistol. I cannot remember any more how many shots we fired 
but I know both of the American prisoner s or wa.r ilnmediately ! Eill 
to t he ground. We l eft both or the pril!lonera lying. ! walked to 
the vehicles and Johannsen to Untersturmfuehrer Seitz • 

This above mentioned shooting also took place on the 19th 
December 1944. 

To illustrate t he above s tatement I produced two skbtches 
which I marked Exhibit "A" and " B11 and made part ot m;y stateoent . 
Exhibit "A11 s han the cross-roads near Engcli,dor! . On this 
dOCUQent is shmrn: 

l . The croi,i,r oada . 2 . The pasture with the shot American 
prisoners of war . 3. The road t 0trards EJ18 el sdorf. 4 . Our SPW. 
5. The tlfo other SPff's of our pl atoon . 6 . The 8ffl o! Platoon 
IA3ader Unterechartuehrer Beutner . 

Exhibit 11 B11 shows the position of the house where I received 
the order from Unterscha.r:f'Uehrer Beutner for t he shooting of the 
prisoner and place whe r e I ehot him. On this sketch is shawru 

l . Hou:!les of the village Stownont. 2 . Vi lla.gs str eets . 
3 . Fiel d path. 4. House near which we were pl aced on securi ty . 
S: . The pl ace wher the prisoners were l!lhot . 6 . The house in 
which the prisoner was and I r eceived the order f or the sbOotitlE • 

This statement coMhting of f i ve pages and ~ ske'GPhee 

(Kiea- statemtnt) 
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"were made by' 1Dl!I of ,q om :free will, uninfluenced by force, 
dureae, or threats of puniehment or prOld.i,es ot any kind. 

I near by God, that the facta mentioned herein are true 
and I am. prepared to repeat them under oath before any Coort 
of Ji1stice • 

(Signed) Friedel KIES 
Sturmazm 
26 !larch 1946 

Sworn to and subscribed to 'before 
me thie 26th doy of !larch 1946 at 
SCHIVAEBISCH HALL, GE!UWIY. 

(Signed) WILLLUI R. PERI,, 1st Lt. 1!.I • 
0-$514$9 
Investigator-Examiner 
w.c.B. USFET" 

(Whereupon Prosecution Exhibit P-lll was read in the 

Gorman language by the rttne••.) 

MR. ELOW'ITZt You. ~ ·cr oss examine . 

DEFENSE COONSE.Ls The De:fense does not desire to 

interrogate the rltne.ss at thh time . 

ffiESIDENT , Any ques tions by the Court? Apparently not, 

the witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the wi.tnees was excused and withdrew to the 

Prosecution table in the Courtroom.) 

MR . ELCM'ITZ s The Prosecution r ecal.l.e, at t his time., 

the witness Kurt PLOHlU.NN . 

KURT PLOHtilNN_,real1ed a.s a witness for the Prosecuticn, 

being first duly resworn, testified turther through an interpreter 

as follOW81 

REIJIRUlT EXAllINATIO!I 

QUFSTIONS BY FROSECUTION, (IIR . ELOWIT2) 

Q You are the same Kurt Plohmann who previousl y testified 

in thi• trial? 

A. Yes. 

Q You pre'91ously testified that you were a n:iember o! the 

!'1.rst can.pony, first SS Panzer Regiment and that Obenturmfuebrar 

(Pl.ohmaru>-rediroot ) i~i a 

http:PLOHlU.NN
http:rltne.ss
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Iremer wu; your Ccmp&JV Ccmmand.er, isthat corNct, 

A Yea. 

Q To which platoon did you belcmg and who waa your 

platoon cOIIIIIWlderT 

A. I wu a member of the tiret platoon and the leader wae 

Platoon Leader Hennecke, Untersturm1'\lehrer Hennecke. 

Q Were you in La Oleize during the Eifel Offensive of 

D8 cember 1944? 

• J,. Yes • 

• 
Q Did aeythi.ng urm.sual, happen lhile you were in La Gleize? 

.A. Yes. 

•• 

Q (kl what day did this happen? 

._ It might have been on the 19th or 20th of December, 

I don 1t knair the exact date . 

Q Describe to the Court what happened? 

A On that day, we were in the OP or the 1st Company in the 

school at La Oleize. A man trcm the crew of Hauptschartuehrer Skotz 

came and told us that n veral. American prisoner s of war had been shot 

OUtside next to the tanks, to their tanks • 

Q Contirrue. 

A Id that 's all.• 

Q Who n.s your company coumander at that time? 

A J.t that time, Untersturmf'uehrer Hennecke waa the l eader 

o! the firs t compa.n;y. 

Q Was Hennecke present at the CP at the time the report 

was ma.de . 

A No , Unt.ersturmi'uehrer Hennecke wae not present . 

Q Who was present 1n the CP at that ti.me? 

, .
(Pl.ohmann- r edirect) 

l -+J. 8 

http:aeythi.ng
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i Hauptacharf'uehrer Skotz, Hauptachar!'uebrer Petwi, 

Unteracharf'uehrer Nagel, Rottentuehrer Bandies, Sturmmann Albrecht , 

I, Dij'!l ell, and other s whose names I can no lqer r emember, were, 

at that time, preeent in t he CP. 

Q Did any-body l eave t he CP after t he meeeenger made his 

r eport? 

J. Yes . A short time later, Rottenfuehrer Bandies and 

Sturmmann Albrecht l ef t t he CP t o go t o the tank or Hauptschar tuehrer 

Skotz, 1n or der to l ook at the matter. 

Q Did they r eturn? 

A Yes , after t en t o f i fteen minutes they r et urned . 

Q Did t hey say anything to you? 

A They came back and said that the r eport of the runner had 

been correct, that sane American., were l ying outside ther e dead, that 

some of t hem wer e not as yet dead. 

Q Did they SIQ' anything further i 

•• 
A 

Q Did Hennecke return to the CP that day? 

A Untersturm!'u.ehrer Hennecke returned to the CP after two 

or three hours • 

Q Did he have a conversa t1on "1th anyone then? 

A When Unters t urmf'uehrer Hennecke then r eturned, Haupt-

scharfue hrer Skota t hen report ed to him the incident which had taken 

place out there next to his tm k . 

Q Do yau. mean the incident or the shooting o.f the American 

s oldiers? 

A Yea. 

Q Did Hennecke ony anything? 

(Pl.ohmann-<redirect ) 

.1.-t20 
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.A. O'ntersturm!'uehrer Hennecke reacted to this report by 

shrugging hie shoulders and making no comnents • 

Q What were your duties in your cc:mpany on the day following 

the incident that you have just dcscribed1 

• 

A On the followi.n6 day I was given the order by Unter-

stu.rmfuehrer Hermecke t o unload, together w1th several Am_erican 

prisoners , ammunition of the first platoon and. t o store them 1na 

basement at La Gleize • 

• 
Q Was anyone else from the first comp,al'O" with you aa you 

aa8UJl18d your duties? 

A Yes • Several members or t he firs t com.pacy came along 

as guards for the A.merica.m. 

Q Was a man by tho name or Eckmann ll'ith you? 

A Yes . 

Q Did you have a conversation With Eckmann on that day? 

A Yes • On that day I had a conversation with Sturmmann 

• Eclonann. 

• Q Of ,moae cre'IT is Eckmann a member , if YC!J. knmr• 

A. Eckmann belongs to the cr ew of Hauptscharfuebrer Skotz . 

Q In the conversation you had with Eckmann what did you say 

to him and what did he sa;y to you? 

A. I questioned Eckmann about the shootings which had occured 

on the day previously near his tank and Eckmann thereupon told me the 

i'ollo..-ing; tt'\fell 1 -.re bumped those fellows oti' and some or them 

had not been dead and they had been moaning and screaming . 11 

Q Could you identify Eckmann if you were to see him 

again? 

.A. Yes . 

(PJ.o!ll!lanh- redirect) 

http:followi.n6
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q Will you please l ook to your left at the accused and 

identify Eckmann 1.r you can? 

A Yes, I have recognized him. 

Q What number is he wearing? 

A Number 1 2. 

PRESIDENT: Number 12 , stand •1p. 

(Wher eupon the aocused did as directad. ) 

QUESTiot/S BY PROSECUTIOth(IIR , ELOIYITZ) 

Could you identi1'y Hennooko if you were to see him 

again? 

A Yes . 

Q Wfll you look to your lert at the accused and i dentity 

Henne cke if you can? 

A I have recocnizod Untersturmt'uehrer Hennecke. 

Q What nwuber is he wearing? 

A Number 23 . 

• PRESIDENT, Number 2.3 , stand up. 

• (Whereupon the accused did as directed. ) 

( Plomllarm-redirect) 



•• 

.. 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Kr. El0ll'itt)1 

Q Did you aH the bodies or t he Ame r ican prieonera 

al'lot by Skotz I panzer as you ha ve te atil'ied? 

A Ye a . 

Q When and unda r what oiro umatanceaY 

A Aftar I unloaded the ammunition f r om thtt SPW I had 

t o report with tho prisone r 11 and Hw on that occasion tM 

American pr i soner s 1tho had been shot. 

Q Ho"' many bodios did you seo? 

A There can only have bean 7 or 8 . 

lR • !K.OW1TZ 1 You nay oroas ant.mine. 

RE CROSS EXA1UNAT IOH 

QUE STIONS BY DEFEIISE COUNSEL (LT, CUL. D'l'INE! L) , 

Q Plohmann , when Hennecke returned to the CoI!tll.a nd Poet 

and Skotz rrade t he ropor t to him, 1'16r e you proaent't 

A Ye s . 

0. li ow was the report made by 
0 

Skotz't Was i t ms.do in 

writin~ or did he n lre it ora!ly? 

A Orally . 

Q You ovarhaard wha t was uid? 

A Yes . 

Q 1 believo you 11aid you ,.,re a gunner in a tank , 1a 

that oorr&ot? 

A Yes • 

Q ero T."88 your tank at the time? 

A My tank was atsndinr- directly in front of t~e entrance 

to the acnool st La Gle be. 

Q And ns gunner in a tank, what w,3re your duties at 

ths Co---nand Post? 

A 1.1y tart!.:- had been knocked out on the day previous 

e.t Stavelot and. -.a therefore unt'it f or oo~bat. 

(P l ohmL-.ui - CrosaJ 



PROSECUT IOlh I f the Co urt please , with the per

miu ion of the Defense , oan W8 get ttlh testimony of "SP?J" 

oha~e d t o" tank" ? 

OO FC:NSE COUNSE L: •Ta~ is oorreot. No objection. 

( Virereupon the reporte r y,as inat r uo tad t o ornnge "SPW" 

to "tank11 
, by t he Court, in tn~ preoedin1;: testimony. ) 

LT , COL. DWINELL1 Tha t is all. 

DE: F.:NSE C0illJSEL1 Lieutenant ¥.anler . 

• 
QO'ZST IONS BY DEFENSE CUUNSC: L {LT . WAHIER )i 

Q Ftohmann , you personally did not witness any of the 

• anootins s, is that oor r oo t ? 

I was --

Q (Interrup ting) I Ytill r ephrase that question . You 

did not wHnes s tns snooting that you have just Wstified t o, is 

thot curr ect'r 

• 
A Yes . 

Q All you kno?1 is what someone hae told you , is thot 

correct? 

• A Yes • 

Q You do not know whethe r those A-nerioan soldier s were 

snot i n comba t or v,e ra snot dol1be rately by the peopl e that you 

havo testified t o, ia that corroct? 

A I oa.nnot say definitely because I was not present . 

Q You persona lly never saw Eckmnn do any anooting , is 

that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q Did 3okmann admit t o you that he ahot prisoners? 

A In t hat conversation he on l y said 11 •"'8 snot t he 

pr isoners ." hether he Hid it at that ti"l9 to cover h1,..,self 'ti th 

glory or to gain any sort of advantage , l don ' t know because I 

(Flohrrann-Recrosa) 



LT. WAHLER, That 11 all. 

QUES TIONS BY Ill!FENSE COUNSEL (DR, LEER), 

Q Can you t e ll us lt'ho took t hose prisoner s mid lt'hen 

thoae prieonera V18re taken? 

MR . ELOWITZi Juet a minute , if t he Court pleaee. 

The Prosecution objeota to the queetion on the ground t nat t he 

witneaa is in no pos i~ion to atate now and whan the pr isoners 

were taken. Ha has testified tnat he .,..a not present nt that 

tine exoep t when t he r eport wa s made at the C.P. 

PRES.ID'.!:NT1 Objection overruled . 

THE WITNESS i I know nothing about the nanner in 

wnic h tbee prisoners wore taken. 

QUES TIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (m . LE~R) 1 

Q Do you know what later on happene d to t hoao pris oners 

with wltom you unloaded a,nmunition 'f 

A Afte r my activity wi th those pr hone rs was over I 

a gain took them baok to the p laoe at wh icn I had picked them 

up . That wa s in the coffee nouse at La Gl e be . 

Q You know nothing about the l eter destiny of these 

prisoners? 

A I know nothing abou t the further destiny . 

Q -as the re ort abou t the shooting of the prisoners 

soJll8tning e xcep t i onal as f ar as you wsra c oncerned? 

A One has to try to think oneself into tne situation 

in whion W3 f'ound ourselves at that time . We had days of combat 

behind us and t hen Alll8rioan artille r y fired into La Oleit.e and 

W! did not think anything fur t her of it . 

m. IEER1 Thank you. 

IE NS !!: CUL1TSEL1 Nothin~ furtnsr on croaa e""-"cination . 

(f lolur.ann- Crosa) 
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PRES IIENT1 Proseout i on? 

!R. El.OWITZ1 Nothinr; on redireot. 

QUESTIONS BY THE COURT ' ( COL. RUSENF!!:LD), 

Q How nany bodiea did you ,ea at Skotz I tank'f 

.A There ay have beon 7 or 8 bodies. 

Q. Vibat was the position of the bodiut 

A They ·..a r e 1111 orias - oroued . 

Q Close togetharf 

A On a limited space they mre l ying next to e aoh other. 

PRES ItENT: Any furthe r questions by the Cour t'f .Ap-

porently none • The witness ia exouaed 0 

( l\her eupon the wi tnen was exoused a.nd wi thd.rew from the 

courtroom.) 

- - J.R . ELOYilTZ: Prosecut i on r ooa lla Lieutenant Will i am 

) Perl . 

1ST LT. WILLIAM R. P.}:RL, reoa lled u a witne ss for the 

Proseoution , having been pr ev ious l y sworn, testified t nrough 

an interpreter f urther as fol l ows1 

REDIRE!CT BXA' ' IllATION 

• EL0W1TZ1 Li eutenant Per .1, you are re"1t lllded 

that you are still under oath . 

QtBS TIONS BY FROS!S CU'I' ION (Mr. Elowitz): 

Q In the oourH of your interrogations at I.P . J z, 

Soh11&ebiaon Hall , did you ever have oooaa ion to interror ate a 

pe rson by t he na"18 of Theo Ra uh't 

A- Yea, air, I did . 

Q Did he ever make a atate'Tl.ent to you't 

A Ye s , sir, he mde oral statenents first a n'i then a 

'lfl"itten 15tatemant. 

( Perl -Redireot' 
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Q Could you identity Theo Rauh if you were U) see 

him a gain'! 

.i Ysa, I believe 10. 

Q What numbe r ill he wearing! 

A 47. 

lR . ELOWITZ: Request the Court to aa k number 47 to 

stand. 

FRESIIENT: Stand up . Sit down • 

l'R . ELOWITZ: Proaeoution hands the re porter a 

written inatrurrent 8Dd request tnat it be marked Prosecut ion 

EX!\1b1t Number 112 for iden t ification . 

( V!heroupon tne dooumnt referred to v:a.s rre. r ked Prosecution 

~xnibit No . 112 for identification by the reporter . ) 

QUESTIONS BY l'ROSECUTION (Mr. El owitz)i 

Q Lieutenant PGrl, I hand you a ~rit tG n inatr wnent 

ma r ked Prosecut ion Exnibit 112 for idantif ioa t ion and ask you 

to identify i t . 

A I t i s a statement produced in t he handwrit ing of 

Tneo Rauh , whom I juat identifisd , and signed by h im. 

Q s the statenent v.ritten and signed in your preaonce'I 

A Ye s . 

Q 1m.a i t written and ai~ed by the iuum Theo R8 uh 

wnom you have j ust identified! 

A Yes, sir . 

Q Waa the atatiement l!'Bde voluntarily! 

A Yos , air . 

Q Did you sub j ect Tneo Ra uh t o harsh and orue! treat-

ment in order to ob ta i n the statement? 

A llo , sir , I did not . 

(Per1-Direot ) 
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Q Did you 11".ako any threats or promisaa t o Theo 

Rauh to obtain the st~tenentt 

A Ho. air. 

Q was the s tate JJant sworn tot 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Ylho administered tM oath? 

A I did. 

l!{ • .8 LO' rITZ1 Prosecution offers in evidence 

its exn1bit number 112 for identifiootion , request that 

it be attachod to the record and marked Prosecution ' 11 

Exnibi t Number 112. 

LT. COL. D1'1INELL1 Defense objactl!I to tile 

ovidence on t he gr ound s previou sly s tatad . 

PRES I!£NT; Objec tion overruled. The e.xnibit 

offerad will b8 admittsd in evidence , and will be mar ked 

Froseoution I s Bxnibit P-.112. 

(Where upon tho doourrent rarerrod to, havtng been 

previously merked and identified , ?188 received in ev idence 

as l"rosecution Exhibit No . P-112 , 1a att ached hereto and 

made a part of the record . ) , 

1R . BLO'"""ITZ : Prosecut ion offe r s in evidence 

a t r ue and eorrac t English t r anua t ion of its Exh:!.bit 

Number 112 , raques t tn.s t it be attaoned to the record and 

tr.arked Prosecut i on li::xnibit Ho . P - 112-A. 

re nNS.S COUNS.'.!: Li No ooj eotion on behalf of the 

Defense . 

PRESIIJi:NT 1 The r e bsing no Obje ction by tne 

Defense , the exnibit offero d by tne Proeeout ion is a dmit 

ted in evidence and will be "'&rked Proue oution' a ~ibit 

P- 112-A. 

{ Mroupon t ~e docwmnt reterre i! to was tt&r ked an~ 

reee ivad in evidanoe ., Prosecution ' s i:.xnibi'b No . 112- A 

l4i8 



is attacned herotc and rre. de a part of the record. ) 

m. ELO'NlTZ1 P e r mission is r e que sted f or 

Prosecution t o read its Exri.ibit P-112 and P-112- A. 

~ PRES IDENT: Gr anted . 

( Whereupon Ar. Elowitz proceeded t o read Exhibit 

P-112 as f ollo1"111 ) 

"I, Theo RAOil' , being duly s v.orn , zrake the 
f ollowing s taterrent under oath . 

D11 r ing t he 81F~L off en live i n J)a c 1~44 , I 
•:a s wit h t he 11th Company 2nd SS P z . Gr en . Re gt., 
lSSAH . At t ns t t iJm my c on;iany oommande r ?.e.s 
Hsinz TOl!HARDT ; my p latoon l eader was Obe rsch . 
REil!ER . 

I know t hat bef or e the E l FB L off ens ive -
I can• t oxaot ly r eca ll tM date any tr.o re -
TOmIARDT delivere d us a company leoture in whicn 
ho sa i d a mongs t o t her things th9 fo llowing1 

' In t hi s important of fens ive , v.a mus t not 
t a1r a any pr i soners of var and you have to 
make a l ot or Rs botz . 1 

This occurred at ou r a s sembly area 1n a 
for est v.hicn n ame 1 don' t reoal) any mor e . To nw 
knowl edge t his or der was only once oxecut e d, and 
then by the explic i t order of Obe rsturmfuehre r 
PREl!SS. Thia PREl!SS i s known in the whol e reg i mon ·t 
by h i s f amous u tte r ance , ' Masohe , l'asche 1 

- again 
one more wo:,en fo r ma ' , whe n a comrade wa s ki l l ed . 
The shoot ing of the pr isone r s of war took pla ce on 
tna 22nd 12 . 1944 near I.Ii. GtEIZE . The fellowing 
mm participated at it: Rott£ . Theo DUTS CHKE , lax 
FRJlllJTH, Oskar S IEGJ1J.1i0 , two or three men or the 
10th Company and I . I •.es near my SP' as Rttf' . 
Theo DUTSCttKE Cam to rm and drew my attention to 
the fact that seven or e ight A'T'erice.n pr isonera or 
nr nad just bean br ought in . At t l-- e 8811'.B t ime 
DUTSCHKE said , ' They have t o be bumped off . , 
DOTSC~ then further added, ' llasohe~ llascne 1a all 
for it - t hat the y be bumped ott .' ' Masche IEasche ' 
was the niokna· e in t he reg iment for the then Ob3r
sturcl'uehrer Georg PRE USS, oo:n andor of -the lOtn 
Company of' tna Ill Ar"'ored Battalion , 2nd Pz. Gren . 
Regt . LSSAH . 

Thereupon one or the Ge r ll'.an soldier s standing 
about nde t he pr oposa l to bump off tm prisoner s of 
war by targe t practicing . I don ' t lmow any more who 
it was .,,.ho i:r.ade t "l i s proposal , only that it 1'1188 '118de 
and that it didn' t or.i!!'inate f' rpm mt . According to 
this proposal. Yl8 Let tn.• pri1onera line up in a 
manner s o that betweon eacn one cf them thsre 1'.-9.a a 

('!heo Rauh Statennt 
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dilltanoo of a bout 2 ?18ters . I n thi s rranner ow- targets 
...1:ire distributed at about 20 metere total distance . 
TM apace bat....-een the Ame r ican pr honers of war stand ing 
i n f ront of us • s not al-.:ays reg ular• Then ae we let 
the prieoners line up in a row in f ront of ue we had t o 
ma e allowance fo r aotre trees whioh were located there. 
Vie ha d the pr ieonns stand wi t h the backs t owards us 
and wit<l the f ace towards the alope, since it the y had 
seen that we ai med a t them they 1'0uld.n1 t hive held st ill 
and h&J. offere d a bad target. 1 don't know any more 
a:xaotly where I stationed myse lf in the f iring squad line 
beh1.nd the priaonors·. I only know that to my r ight stood 
Rttf. FRE IU H of my o on:qiany. Fur ther more, I know t hat 
t he f ollowint; nan s t ood also in t h, firin <; s quad line, 
and l ike I s not the American pr iaonora of war atanding in 
f ront of thom a t t h is t ar get praot i oe t 

Rttf . Tro o Dlt'l'SCHliE 
11 FRB IW.'TH ( Ha v.'8.s a b e ys oallad lax but I don ' t 

believe tha t this was his actual nan.a) 
Untsoh. S IE Gl..'UND 
Rttr. Rans SC.tir::ARZ 

Ther e .,.,ere sti l l anothe r one or two n-en unkD.ovro to me 
1n the ni.r ksttan line . Eaon one of us had an .A'l'l8 rioan 
prisoner of •r stand ing 1n f ront of us . I don ' t know any 
more who snot et tht'I fir st one . because I don ' t know any 
more the arrangal'l8nt of t he diff erent tr111r klrre n , 

Ho?Svar , I knol'l tnat I wa toha d t he shooting of 1he 
otro r s and saw t hat ancn one of t he here above nantioned 
men snot at tna pr i soner of war standing in f ron t of him 
and tnereupon t he pr i soner or war collapsed . I mywe l f 
shot as one of the last ones . DUTS C.liKE said onoe more to 
me , ' Shoot , n ow is your t urn .' 1 fired ono snot rlth my 
.oe p is t ol at tM Amer ican prisoner of wnr stand ing in 
f r ont o:f rre wll.on I a i med f rom a distance of a bout 3 m. at 
the back of t ha hea d of the pr i soner . I 88-W t ho pr i soner 
hit by me fall f or M r d de a d . I had another look e t t he 
body and saw that I had hit the ba ck of the head a& i n 
tended . The A!t'9r ioan had a hOJ.e in the back of hie head 
eut or 1'1hieh trioHed b l ood and h, was dead. 

Then I we nt back to my gp· • The AUl:lrican pr isonor 
o.r Mir -,mo11 I had shot was f airly tall. He had blond hair 
and he Y.'88 draued as follows: The olive colored An1:'lrioan 
t rousers and a filtld jacket . Re y,ore the A1rer 1oan boots. 
He wore no ovarcc».t. I don 1 t know any n1ore exactly, if 
he originally 'WOre a steel he.1m9t. Ho~ver, I have the 
picture of the body a learer in nry 1D8mory and know when he 

lay on the gr ound de ad ha didn ' t have a steel helrret on 
any more . I still see his thick bJ.ond hair in front of u . 
I don' t know his rank - I alao don ' t know whethor he v.-aa 
an enlis ted nn or an officer because I didn ' t know the 
American ra~ inai;.nias . 

I have ~•d• this atatotn9nt vohmtarily and out of my 
ovn ...111 untnf1uenoed by threats, dtll'eU or llarah t r eatrrent 

(Tneo Ra1..1h Statewmt) 
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and uninfluenced b y promiaes of any kind . 

I swear bafore God that the statements which I have 
made in thil affidavit are true and I am prepared to re
peat them at any tine under oath befor e any oourt. 

Ca igne d) Theo RAUH 
SS Rottenfuehrer 
5 April l94t:i 

Vfi tneesed: 

Ra l ph SiiU'".'.ACK!i:R 
Cap t . Cm' 

Sworn to and subs cribe d to before me 
t his f'ourth. day of' April 1946 at 
Scnv.aeb iscn Rall, Germany 

WILLIAM Ro PE:RL 
lat Lt . M. I . 0 - 555149 
Investigator-Examiner 
·:ca 1.SrET" 

( Vfnere upon Proseoutfon Exnibit P-112- A was read in 

t ha Ger iran len ,,.uage by the interpr eter Harry Thon . ) 

1m. . I:: LOWITZ1 Pr csocution offer11 i n evidence Til0 

nffidavit11 executed by th3 accused Theo Rauh , identifying 

photog r apn11 of the a ccund He inz Tomhar dt and 0e1'18 l d Siegmund, 

r equest that t hey bo attached to th3 record and mar ked Prose

cution Exnibite P-112- B and P- 112- C respectively. 

rereNSE C0'lfiSGL1 On beha 11' of' the Defense, t here 

ie no objection t o th!! picture a t'fidavita or nece aa ity for 

r ea ding sa rre . I t is further stipulated that the photographs 

are those of the accosed Tcmhardt and Siegmund. 

FR.8S I:O:SN T1 There being no objection by th1 

Defense , tna exnibitll offered by the Proeecution are ad"!i it

ed in e v idence and will be mar ke d Exni bit a P-112-B e:nd 

P-112-c r e spec t ively . 

( VTM r eupon. the doc ument s r sfer red to ,.,e re marked and 

rsceived in sv1denca u ' roJecution's Exntb i ts No . 112-B and 

112-C rea pec t ively, ar e attached here t o and made a par t of 

(Theo Rauh Sta te~ant-) H3l 



l-.:tl,a r e cord . ) 

r-o.UESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Kr . Elowitz)1 

Q Lieu tenant Perl, 1n thlt course of your interro-

gation at I.P . ~ , Sohv.-aebiech Hall, did you ever have oc

cuion to interrog•ts a person by tha n•m, of On.e.ld 

Siegmund? 

A Yea, air . 

Q Did hs make a sta tement t o you'i · 

A Yea . 

Q Was i t oral or 'Wri tten? 

A He irade oral etat i,nents f1re t, tmn one in 

writing . 

Q Coul d you identify On1&.ld Siegnnmd if' you saw 

him again'f 

A Yee , e ir . Ha iJi we ar ing number bB . 

PRES IOONT1 Number 58 , et and up . 

( Ylhereupon the acous<J d arose . ) 

f RESII£NT1 Sit down . 

AR . E1D\\"ITZ1 Prosecution hand.ti th, re porter a 

l'~itten statement and requests that i t be marked l'roaeou

tion Exhibit Numbe r 113 fo r identification. 

(Whe r eupon the docume n t referred t o n11 1r& rked 

Pr osecution ~xnibit No . 11'5 f'or identi!'ication by the re porter. ) 

QUES TIONS BY PROSECUTION (Mr. E: lowitz ) : 

Q Lieutanant Perl, I hand you a written instru-

ment nerked Prosecution Exhibit Numbar 113 fo r identifica

tion , and a s lr you to identiry it . 

A Thnt ia a statemrmt w i tten by On..ald Siegmund 

in hb o.m. hand-,iriting and aigned by him. 

(Parl-9:edirect) 



Q Wee it written and aigned in your preaencet 

A It me signed in my preaenoe, it wae pertly 

written in my preaenoe. V1hen the aketohea were draT«L --

1 was present at tv,o or the aketohea all the ti.Jr.~ and I •• 

not present -,hen the other aketohea were trade . 

Q Was the Theo Rauh wno drew thoaa alee tohea and 

signed that stateroont the aame Thso Rauh you have j ust 

identified? Stt"ike that - .. the same Oa•ld Sie gmund? . 

A Ye s , aj.r . 

Q Was the statenent made voluntarily! 

A Yes , sir. 

Q Did you subject 0 1n,11ld Siegmund to crue l and 

ha r sh t reatn:ant in or der to obta i n the statement? 

A No , s ir . 

Q Did you make any threats or pro mises t o Oe....- ld 

S iegnrund to obta i n the statemmt't 

A I did not, sir . 

Q 7'as the statement sworn tot 

A Yes. a ir. 

Q Do you know who a dminis tered the oa th'! 

J. I did . 

l,R . C:LO''l'ITZ: Froaeoution offer s in ev idence the 

exn1.bit ttarked Number 113 for identif i ca tion, requests that 

it be attacned to tha record and 11'8rked Prosecution ' s Ex

hibit Number 113 . 

LT. COL. 0· 1TNBLL1 The De fense objects t o the 

evidence on the gr ounds prev ioua ! y s tated . 

FRESIIENT: 0 '1:'!jeotion overr uled . The e xnibit 

offered by the rrosee,:tion ia a d-: itted in e .,idence a nd will. 

(Perl--Red!reot) 
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be marl.."ed 8xni bit P- J.13 . 

( ereupon tne doourmn t referred to , having bNn 

previously n:e r ke d and identil'ied '1'188 rece ived in evideno• 

as Prosecution' a Exuib i t P-113 , 1s atta oued hero to and' 

made a per t of 'the record.) 

liR . ELOWITZ1 Prose out ion offe rs in evi denoa a 

t r ue and correct EngJ.is n tran slat i on of its Exhibit 

Number 113 an d request that i t be rna rked Prosecution ' s 

::xuioit 113 . A . 

OO Fr.iN E CUUHSBL: No 00~eotion on beualf of 

tne De fense . 

PRh:SIOO'N'T : Tht.1 re being no ob ,1eotion , the 

e xnib it of fered by ttw:i Prosecution i s o.oc e ptad in evidence 

and wi ll be marko d r r oseo ution clxnib it No . P-113-A. 

( i','he r e upon t he doc utrent roforred to \\68 ne.rked and 

r e o'31ved in evidenoo as Proaeou tion li:xnibit No . P-113-A , 

is attached hereto and u de a part of tM record . ) 

JrR . BLOW!TZ 1 Per misaion is requested !'or 

Prooeoution to read i ts l!.Xl'l ibit Numbe r 113 and 113- A . 

PRESIIENT: Granted . 

( '. ereupon the statement Prosecution ~xh io it Number 

113 was r ea d by lr . IHowitz as followa:) 

(l:e r 1 -Redirec t ) 
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"I, Unterscharfuehrer Oswald SIEGHUND being duly awom 
state the following: 

11 1.) I entered the SS in September 1940 and I wa.e 
stationed in PRAG with a SS Totenkoptverband. In November 
1940 I was transferred t o another Totenkopf Unit to RASTEN
BURG in East PRU~SI A, and there we were stationed in an 
insame asylum. 

"In June 1941, I was then tranci'erred to the LSSA H. 

2.) During the EI FEL offensive in December 1944 and 
January 1945 I belonged to the 11th Co. III Armored 2nd 
Panzer Gren. Regt. LSSAH. 

"In the night of the 15th to 16th Deceni>er 1944, nor 
company ccmnande r, Oberatunni'uehrer Heinz TOllHARD delivered 
a speech before t he assembled company in a fore st near 
NETTER.";HEili . Among1:1t other things he said in this speech 
that we are not allowed t o take any prisoners in this coming 
offen sive. Furthennore he declared that e ve rything is to 
be shot ruthle ssly, also civilians . He reby Obersturnu'uohrer 
TOl:HARD explai ned also to us that America ns who wave the steel 
helmet were not allowed t o be shot. I do not know if Haupt
s charfuehrer Heinz HENIEL delivered a epeech r ight after 
Ober uturmfuehrer TO!.l.HA.RD because I v,ent away at once t o check 
my vehicle . 

11 At that time I wa s a s signed to the 2nd platoon of the 
11th company and my platoon leader was Haupts charfuehrer 
Heinz HENDEL. 

11 3 . ) In the fo l lowing night therewith the night of U-.e 
16th to t he 17th December 194A, my vehicle t oget her with the 
ve hicles of HENDEL I s platoon stopped for a s hort time to 
await the arrival of the vehicl e s driving furt her behind us . 
This was in the advance position befor e the enemy territory 
a s hort distance before LOSHEIM . At this occasion I dis
mounted my SPVI and Hauptschar! . HENIEL explained to all men 
of the plat oon who had abo dismounted the military situa
tion and t hat we we re t hen dire ctly confronted with the 
enemy. Hereby he repeated the order to take no prisoners 
and also give no quarter to civilians . I don 1 t recall the 
exact wording of Haupt scharfuehrer HENDEL • s speech to us at 
this time but its contents were that we should shoot 
prisoners as well as civilians. Hptscharf. HENDEL spoke 
much briefer than Qberaturnlfuehrer TCIL'JtARD had spoken . His 
exhortat i on not t o t ake any prieooere and to sh<lt ci vilians 
was also much clearer a.nd expressed in a much briefer form 
than had been done by Qbereturmfuehrer 'l'CtllARD. 

114 . ) On the 2oth December 1944, I can 1t state any 
longer the tin1e of day, although I know that it was day
light , I rode in my SPW on the road fran LA GLEIZE to 
STOUl/.ONT. Approximately halfway bet,reen LA GLEIZE and 
STOUL'.OIIT, about 10 to 12 American prisoners of wa.r ca.im 
towards us. All still had their steel helmets on and while 
walking held their hands raised ov_er their steel helmets . 
The prieonera were unanned. Seen fran us they walked on 
the righthand side cf the street . One or two Gennan soldiers 

(Sieg'.'l'lund StRteir.ent) 
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walked along behind the prisoners a s guard. The prisoners 
gave way unto the field and walked next t o t he road beca wse 
the street was too narrow. Suddenly someone opened tire on 
the prisoners . When I saw the others shoot, therefore I 
drew my pistol .08 and fired also into the pri.eonere. Then 
I aimed at a prisoner who was about 10 mate r e away from me 
next to t he street. I recalled the orders given me by 
Ober sturmt'uehrer TOl!HARD and by Hauptscharf'uehrer HENDEL 
directly before the offensive. The moment I shot at thie 
prisoner he was about to run towards our SPW, becauae a. 
panic among the prieonere had broken out a s the result o! 
the first ehate. I ai.JMd at the head or the prisoner who wore 
his steel helmet crookedly and fired about 2 to 3 ehots at 
the prisoner. All theoe ehote I aimed at the head. I saw 
how this American was hit by my ehot e and how he elumped 
together. I aleo saw by t he manner he fell t hat he had been 
hit in the head • 

11At this s hooting t he whole column s t opped. I didn 1t 
knolf if it was on account of the s hooting. I have also seen 

Rbttan!'uehrer WITTWER from my vehicle 8hoot w.l.th t he M. Pi. 
at the prisoner s at this occasion . At thie time stnn. 
BERTHOLD was my driver, however, I don 1t recall having eeen 
him also shat., 

"At this place a Panther either drove or stood 1n front 
of me, and behind me stood a lso a Panther , The pris onen 
were also shot at from t he t wo Panthe r s . Howe ve r, I don 1t 
know who the crelfe were of the se tanks . Be hind the tanke 
directly following me r ode a SP't'I driven by Rotten!uehrer 
ZABLOCKI. I believe that f r C111 this vehicle t he re wa s also 
s hooti ng at the prisoners , however, I am not sure of that. 

"For better explanation of my statement I have prepared 
a sketch marked and attached t o t his statement . The11 &11 

numerals indicate: 

111 . Ul. rection t o STCtn'ONT. 2 . Di rection to LA GIEI ZE. 
;3 . Panther driving in front of ue . 4. Our SPV/. 5, 
Panthe r driving behind u.e. 6. SPW. 7 American prisoner s . 

11 5 . ) The f oll owing day on the 21st De cember 19"4 I Yt'a e 

at the entrance of a house which belonged t o the cast le 
which was located near LA GLEIZE in which we had our wounded. 
Located in the same house was the C, P. of the then Qberetunn
fuehrer Georg PREUSS who was the commander of the 10th Com
pany III Armored , 2nd Pz , Gren . Regt , LSSAH. 

"I believe it was about noon ti..me when 5 or 6 r.erme.n 
soldiers came back to the C,P, fran a reconnaissance, and 
bad about 5 American pr isoners with them. This returning 
German recoMaissance unit was comttanded by an Obereche.r
fuehrer of the lOt.h canpany. I don •t recall the name of 
this Oberacharfuehrer any longe r . To my estimation he was 
about 24 yeara ol d - about 180 centimeter s tall, da.rk hair, 
and had a longish rather narrovr r a ce , smoothly shaven. At 
t ba.t time he wor e a camouflage jacket and a s teel helmet . 
Howeve r, he had the collar outsid~ artd I could recognize 
the rank. Firstly the Ame rican prisoners of war were led 
into the C. P. At that t ime Obersturm!'a.ehrer Georg PREUSS 
wa.v in the C,P . Right before that I had eeen him in the 
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house. To my estimation after half an hour, it alee might 
have been more or le ss, the America ns were led out of the 
house by the same Oberscharfuehrer who had brought them 
into the house. I assumed that in the meanwhile the prison
ers had been interrogated by Obersturmi'uehrer PREUSS . The 
Obers charfuehrer said hereby: "The priaoners are being ehot 
by order of PREUSS . )laeche }[&ache eaya that we should hurry
up." 

"Masch• Masche" is an expres sion uaed veryotten by 
Ober sturmfuehrer PREUSS and the refore Obersturmfuehrer PREUSS 
was known under the name of 11 :Maache, M&sche," Thereupon I took 
my M.Pi, and went about 50 meters into the woods lrl.th thh 
Oberscharfuehrer and two or three other men of the loth 
company who however I don 1t know. Hereby the Obe recharfuehrer 
ordered the prisoners to alk ahead in one row about two to 
three steps apart and each one of us placed himBelf behind 
one prisoner. The Ober scharfuehrer walked to my r ight and 
then ca.nm I, if seen from t he right and next t o me walked 
the other Ge rman soldiers. The prisoners who wore at t hat time 
no steel helmet, and had their hande folded ove r the head 
s t opped about 50 meter s f r om the houee after t he Qbers char
furhere had given them a sign. The Oberscharfuehrer and I 
started t o shoot alnLost eimultaneously . He, ao well as I, 
shot with an M. PL at the pri eoner e . At that time the 
pri soners were about 3 meters away from us . I shot the 
prisoner who :,tood in front of me . Thie one was fairly t all , 
about as t all ae I a nd had dark blond hair. I aimed at hi:s 
head and dis charged a short burst of 4 to 5 shote. I saw 
how I hit t he Ame rican in the head and saw him fall forward. 
I saw that the dead, 11hot by me, had a gapi ng wound in the 
ba ck of the head and noticed t hat he was dead . Then the 
ot he r s busied themse l ves somehot1 with t he bodie s . I myselt 
didn 1t t ake anything off the bodie s . 

"I have prepared a sketch of this l ocality and marked 
i t with 11 811 • The numeral s t>n t his my dr awing attached to 
my statement indicate: l. str eet from LA GLEI ZE to STOUllONT. 
2. House in which Obersturmtuehre r PREUSS was . 3 . Castle. 
4. Path leading t o the castle . '-' · Forest . 6. Place of the 
execution. 

11 6. ) en the 22nd December 1944, at the edge of the 
forest near LA GLEIZE, I participated when about 6 to 7 
American prisoners cf war were ehot by practicing target 
shating . It VfSs about 4 or 5 o 1clock 1n the afte rnoon and 
I was busy near my vehicle . Rottenfuehrer IXJT<; CHKE of the 
11th Company III Armored 2nd Pz. Gr . Regt . LSSAH, driver 
of the c.QDllMnder•e SPW, came t o me and told ne, pointing 
at 6 to 7 prisoners whom so tar I h· d not seen yet: "They 
have to be bwnped off." I replied, "r>uick, so l'f8 get done 
with the business." Now someone made the propoeal to bump 
off these prisoners by target practicing. I myselt did not 
make this propoeal and although I well remember the proposa.l., 
I don tt know any longer who made it. Then we lined up the 
pr ieoners in front of us whereby ~ allowed a epace of 2 to 
2½ meters between each one. Then we placed ourselves behind 
the prisoners as the prisoners stood with t heir backs 
towards us because Tie didn 1t want to let them see when "" 
aimed at them because wa had pity with them. The following 
men stood in the firing squad behind the prisoners: I, 
Rottf. Theo PUT <iCHKE, llth Company 2nd Pz Gren Regt . Le- AH, 
Rttf . Heinz SC}f''ARZ , llth Company, 2nd Pz . Gr'in. Regt . L.~ ...AH, 
Rott! . •Arvid FRED1JTH llth Company 2nd Pz . Gren . Re«t,.LSSAH, 
Rttf. Tl)po MUH, 11th Company, 2ne Pz . Gren. Regt ., J.<::SAH. 
Furthermore, there were two or mafbe three men tram another 
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company preeent, who ~re also Panzer Grenadiers. HoMiver, 
I don 1t remember to which unit they belonged. I m;yselt 
stood between Rott1'. M SCHKE who stood to my lett and 
Rottt . SCHV/ARZ who stood to m;y right. tuTSCHKE was the 
1'irBt one in Una and tired first a shot at the American 
prisoner 01' war standing in front 01' him. I shot as the 
aacond one at the prisoner standing in front 01' me and 
Rottf. SCHWARZ shot after me. Then it went quick in suc
cession a l ong the rest of the line and one American after 
the other fell to the ground, hit. I didn 1t aee the shoot
ing of the others as the firing squad vro.e pretty far 
stretched apart (&Bide fran OUTSCHKE and SCHl'lARZ); by that 
I mean I had not seen as the others 01' the tile or riflemen 
pull the trigger. However, I heard the shots and saw the 
prisoners of v--ar posted in froot 01' them collapse. The 
prisoner of war standing in f ront ot me and at whose head 
I had fired the pistol shot s , was doubtlessly dead. After 
the s hooting I stepped over to the body and saw precisely 
that I had hit the middle of the back of the head. The two 
prisoners to the left and right cf me were alBo dead , a s I 
saw myself. I am certain that slo the othe r prisoners (be
side 3 t hese three) were dead but I didn ' t examine the bodies 
fey'se lf. Arter this shooting I and Rottf. SCffilARZ r ode to 
LA GLEIZE as I was to repair an SPW' there . I have prepared 
two sketches of this locality. One or them repre sents the 
general view of the place of execution and the village LA 
GLEIZE . 

11 1 have marked t hi s drawing with "C" and the numerals 
indicat e : 1. Church in LA GLEI ZE . 2 . s treet to CHENEUX. 
3 . st reef. t o TROIS PONTS. 4. street to STOUl!Om' . 5 . Forest 
covered hill. 6. Forest covered hil l. 7. Parking place of 
our SPV/1 s . 8 . Place of execution . 

11 01111The next drawing which I have marked with represents 
the place of execution it self . The numerals indicate: 
l. Direction to LA GLEIZE . 2 . Di rection to STOUllONT . 3. 
For e st. 4 . Parld.ng place of our SPY/ 1 e . 5 . Fore st . 6 . Aecend
i ng hill. 7. Pri soners lined up in a row. 8 . our firing line. 

11 7 . On the same day a s we blew up our vehicles in LA. 
CLEIZE that is on the 23rd December 1944, I believe it was 
in the f orenoon, I stood between the house s of LA GLEIZE, 
t Y,o houses away from the C. P. 01' the then OberstUl'lllbaM
fue hrer PEIPER. At this place and at the time described, an 
Ober3turmfuehrer came out of the c . P. This Ober s tunnfuehrer 
wore tank uniform. He was fairly toll and had a longi.otJ; 
face . I didn 't knoy,· t his Qberstunnfuehrer - howe ve r, it was 
clear to me that he was trau the t ank regiment. He asked me 
which unit I belonged to and when I told him he replied, 11Go 
ahead with these two men and shoot the prisoners . 11 At t.he 
same time he pointed at the entrance of the C.P. out of 
which came three American pr isoners of war fol.b-ed by two 
Gennan soldiers . The American prisoner s of war wor e Ameri
can uniforms, I don•t believe t hey still wore steel helmets. 
They held their hands raised, f olded behind their necks . 
One of the two aenoans who follaried the prisoners of war wae 
an Unt erscharfuehrer . I don 1t know t o lfhich unit he belonged. 
He wore a g r een unifonn and a camouflage jacket, therefore I 
assume t hat he bionged to the Panzer renadier:, or to the 
Pioneer e . 1·;e led the pr isoner s behind the house where & 

field or a pasture was h ated. The prisoners walked about 
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three to f our steps in front of us . Hereby they wal ked 
in one line with barely more t han one mete r space between 
them. 

11 The Unte rscharfuehre -r unknol'lll to me who walked close 
behind me t apped me lightly ,dth the elbow a s an indica
tion t hat we should sta rt with t he shooting. Thereupon I 
st arted alciost s imultaneousl y with the two other soldiers 
to shoot the pris oners . I aimed at the prisoner who walked 
directly in front of me, and I was the one of the three 
Gennans walking furthest to the le.rt and therewith the 
prisoner whom I uhot was the one walking fu.rthe pt to the 
left. I shot t wo shot s with my pistol . 08 which I alllld at 
the head. One of t he two ot he r a ccompanying men had a 
machine pi st ol. I don 1t know any more what weapon t he t hird 
guard had. 

11The prisoner at v,hom I had shot was hit, f e ll at once 
f orward , and was dead. I s aw penet r ation wowtds of the 
shots closel y next t o one a nother at the back of the head . 
The back of the head had a hole, out of which ran blood. 

11 Thereupon I left at once while t he ot her s st ill re
mained with the bodies. I don't know i f they did that t o 
t ake sanething away. The Unte r schar fuehre r unknown t o me said 
before I want away yet that he had t o report the executi on of 
t he order to the Obe r sturmfuohrer . Hereby he alao mentioned 
the name of this Oberstl.ln!lfuehrer which sounded like "KRISCH. 11 

After I had ment i oned t his name 11KRISCH11 at the i nter rogat ion, 
I was asked by the interrogation officer i f I knew by eight 
a nd by name t he officers of the t ank regiment . I answered 
that I vmuld know standartenfuehrer PEIPER and Stunnbann
fuehrer POET~CHKE, and also stil l one or t wo otha r a . I wae 
asked if I know the nan.:, 11 CHRIST" ·or a n offi cer by that 
n&JM and I answe red 11 No . " Today I was confront ed with a 
prisoner and I was asked i f I reogniza in him the Oberstunn
f uehrer of the tank regiment who had given me this order in 
LA GLEI ZE f or the shooting . I have only seen t his Ober sturm
fuehrer very shortly in LA GLEIZE, and t herefore I cannot say 
if the man confronted me i s the same one who in LA GJ.EIZE 
gave me the order de s cribed . To me the Obersturu.fuehrer in 
LA GLEIZE appeared somewhat stronger and taller . The Gennan 
pri 6 oner confronted me was then brought back once more and 
in my pr esence was asked for hie naim and rank by the interr o
gation officer. Hereby he stated that he was Obertitunnfuehre r 
Heinrich CHRIST of the 2nd tank company, lat SS Panzer Regt . 
LSSAH. 

"I have prepared a sketch on which I have also pictured 
localities of this shooting . Aleo thie drawing I have 
attached to my statement and marked it with "E". The 
muoorale indicate: l . street with village square in LA. 
GLEIZE. 2. Direction t o CHENEUX . 3 . Direction to the 
cro5sing of i,treat leading from STOtn!ONT to TROI S FONTS . 
4 . Church . 5. Row of house5 , 6 . C. P. of Obersturmbann
fuebrer PEOPER . ?. Place of ehooting. 8 . Rottf . SCID'TARZ 1 e 
SPW. 9 . House in which I Uved . · 

"8• ) Beaide.s the tour above- des cribed shootings at 
lfhi.ch I participated myself , I have knowledge ot the tollo"
ing shootings at which I did not participate: 
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"•• On the 19th or 20th of December, in the 
aftemoon hours , I was in a barracks near the castle 
marked on 11B" with .3; this barracks was occupied by 
men of the Headq. Dat. of the 12th company III 
Annored 2nd Pz . Gren . Regt . LSSAH. In this barracks 
in rey- presence it was reported that Unterscharfuehrer 
l!ORZHEIM had shot prisoners of war. I don 1t know any 
more the number of prisoner e he had ehot according to 
this report and alee not any more who spoke about it. 
However, out of the converaation there in this barracks 
I could see that it wae generally known that Unterschar
fuehrer MORZHEI M from the 12th Company III Armored 2nd 
Pz Gren Regt LSSAH had shot prisoners of war. 

11b. · In March 1946, I 'MUI prisone r in the SONDER
LAGER WEGSCHEID nea r LI NZ in Auetria . The official naue 
of this camp wa s camp 11}.[aurice L . Tayl or. 11 In the camp 
t he re the Unte r s charfuehrer told h3 t hat during the 
EI FEL offensive he t oge t her with Obers charfue brer 
BLIESSNER of the 9th Armored 2nd Panze r Gren . Regt. 
LSSAH, had shot Ame rican prisoners of war . The naJ:ll3 of 
this unter scharfuehrer is KI RCHS CHWAGER or K.I CHENSCHi'fAGER 
or at least very similar t o these two naf!J3s . He also 
belnnged to t he 9th Armored 2nd Panzer Gren. Regt . LSSAH . 
Thie Unte r s charfuehrer was in a f enced-off part cf the 
camp in the so- called SONIERLAGJi'...R, and is there in the 
t hird !>arracks t o t he r ight hand s i de of t he ent rance . 
The re , he is eithe r a me ssenger or a l at Sergeant or he 
has soroo s imila r function . KIRCHSCHWAGER related t o me 
tie shooting of the se prisonera d: war , pr etty much in 
detail . He t old me that he had been on re connais sance 
vdth BLlliO:SNER and I believe it was nea r STOUllONT . 
Furthermore he tol d ,re t hat he had t u.ke n prisoners or 
wa r at that time . BLIESSNER and he , however , we re some
how cut off and had s hot t he Ame rican prisoners of war 
t ogether before they came ba ck t o Ufl• I don 1t know any 
more if KI RCHSCHY/AGER hereby mmtioned t he numbe r of t he 
Ame ricans bumped cff by him. 

11 c . I wa s the f irs t tiim, in corr.bat in this des
cr ibed offensi ve . Be fore I never shot prisoners of war 
a nd also would not have shot any pri. 3oner s i n t his 
offens ive had I not before been instigated and ordered 
t o do so by t he speec hes of Qbereturmtuehre r TC!1iA.~ 
and by the sti ll more out spoken speech of my plat oon 
leader Haupt scharf. Heinz HCNDEL. 

111 have made this stateirent voluntarily, and out c£ 
my own will , wtlnfluenced by threats, duress or harsh 
treatment, and uninfluenced by promities of any kind. 

"I swoar be fo r e God t hat the statements made in 
t his a f f i davit a.re t rue and I am prepared to r epeat 
same under oath be f ore any court . 

"(•J.&n•d) Oswald SIEG!JUND 
SS Unter s char fue hrer 
4t h April 1946 
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"Witnessed: 

Raphael SCIIUMACKER 
capt CIIP 

"SWOm to and subecribed to betore m 
this 4th day ct: April 1946 at Schdbisch 
Ha.11, Germany 

"William R. PERL 
1st Lt. 11,I. 0-555149 
Investigator-Examiner 
W.C.B. USFET" 

(J 

PRESIIENI': The court. will recess until 1030 hours. 

(Vlhereupon the court rece ss~d at lOCX) hour.!!! .) 
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(Whereupon the Court reoonvenod at 1030 hours.) 

PRESIDENT I The Court will come to ordor . 

PROSECUTI ON, tr tho Court please , let the rooord show thet all 

membe r s or t he CourtJ all members or the Prosecution, "With the oxoeption 

or Lt, Col. Crawfor d and Capt. Shumaoker , who are absen t on bueineaa of 

the ProsecutionJ all mambers or tho Dofenee, with the exception of Mr. 

Str ong, who i s sick in t he hospit!ll, and Mr, Walters and Dr . Rau , who are 

absent on bustnou of the Defenne; all or the defondants, and the repor ter 

are pr esen t . 

; - Jim., ELOffI,TZ: The Prosecution recalls Lt , Willie..m Perl. 

LT. ft'IILIAM PERL , recalled aa a witness for t he Prosecution , testi ... 

r ied further through an interpreter aa follows 1 

REDIRECT EXAJIINATIOll (Continued ) 

QUES TIOHS BY PROSECUTION (L!r. Elowit.), 

Lt. Perl , you nre rominded that you are s till under oath . 

A Yes , 

(Whereupon Prosecution Ex.J.i. i bit No . P--113, the s t atement of Oswald 

8j8gmund, was read in Germftn by Mr. Thon . ) 

MR . ELcw.rTZ I The Prosocut i on offers in evideno i, two affidavi ta 

ttxecutod by the MCUBed Oswald Si!3'gntund , identifying pho t ograp hs of the 

accused Heinz Tomhardt and Hendel, requests th11t they be atta ched to the 

record and marked Proaeoution Exhibit. p .. 113 .. 9 and ~ll3-C, respec tlvely. 

DEFENSE 1 On behalr of the Det'enu, there i• no objection to the 

pieture a.ffidavita or nec..aity for rs.ding the Hme , and it i• further 

atipulated that the photographa are those of the accused Tomhardt and 

Hendel . 

PRF.SIDENT1 There being no objeotion, tl\e exhibits offered. by the 

Prosecution a.re admittad in evidence and will be marked Prosecution Ex

hibi ta P-113 .. B and P-113-C. 

(Whereupon tM dooUI!l.enta referred to ware marked an<l rer.eived in 

evi<iance as Prosecutions Exhibit• p .. 113..n an:! P- 113...c, respectively, and 

~e attaclled to the record and made a part hereof.) 
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~ Lieutenant Perl• in the course of your tnterrogationaI at I.P, Number 2. Schwe.bisch J[all, did you 1'.ave occasion to 

interrogate a person by the naire or Arvid Freimuth? 

A Yes , sir, 

Q Did he ever make 3 statement to you? 

A Ho made several oral statoments , and a pa rt of :it 1'8.B 

taken dolllt i n e. stRternent :ln his handwri ting. 

Q In the course or your oral interrogatior.::i ·,'1th Freimuth, 

did you take written noti,e fo r your own personal U5e? 

A Yes , ai r . 

!-.fl. EIDWITZ I Prosecution handil the reporter a written 

instnl!lEnt &!td requests th!.t it be marked Prosecution •s Exhibit 

?lumber 1111 for i dentification. 

(Whereupon t he doou.-:ient referred to was ma.rk'3d 

Prosecuticn 1s Exhibit Numb9r llh for identi!icatJ.on by tre 

reporter, ) 

Q Lieutenant Perl, I hand you written ins trument rn.rked 

Prosecuticm •s ~bit Number llh for identification and ask you if 

you can identify it, 

A Ye s , it is tho written statement by Ji.rvid Freimuth 

referred to before , and akatches made by him. 

Q Do~s Arvid Freimuth te e ie,na ture appear e.r.ywhere on the 

stat ement? 

A It a ppe.i.n on the first three pages - sorry, on the 

first four paces. 

Q Doe!! hie ei~ct:J.1"8 aprear e.t the end of his statement? 

A No , eir. 

Q: Lieuterumt Pe,.l, rto you know wlv Ar.vid Freimuth did 

not sign th:1 etatement? 

., Yes , afte,. he had made all the Ol"a.l statet!l8nts about the 

eubj itct on l'hich hit w"l.s interroaated amt after he Mrl l'?"itt8ll 
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part ot the written statement, that maantJ after ho had given what 

I 00IU1idered. the full confession, ho committed :rnicida. 

Q Was the statement, ewom 10 7 

A No . 

UR. E.I.0\'1ITZt Proaecution offers in evidence i ts Exhibit 

NumOOr 114 for identification and requests that it be attached to 

t he r ecord and Jllll.rked Pros ecution t s Exhibit Number ll~. 

LT. CCI.DUEL 1)WlNELL1 The usual objection that is ma.de 

to sworn evi dence rill n cl', be tMde by the De!'er.J" • I have a 

!urthe r ob jection to thiaparticular of fer of evidence. The 

s to.tenant offered i r; !'lot siened D.nd th'3re is some teRtitm:my 

in the record that t h~ party a l leeodly makjn )Z the statement lad 

died by reason of having committed suic ide , t he refore tl>is evidence 

must be introduced with th e proper f ound.a ion or by way of dying 

declaration. That is the only obj ection I havA . 

?4R. EJ.DYl'ITZ I Mciy it pl ease the Court , the offer of 

evidence is not being made ae a dying declaration . It is being 

made a s a confession of evidence which is oertainly admis s i ble 

u.'lder t he v,9ight or al l the a.uthori tie!I • Whether it has been 

s igned or not , the weight of a uthorit y i s cl ear that a confession 

need not be s i gned by a confe::;sor in order to mnkc the confess i on 

admissible. It is evidence thet is cl earl y arl.miss i bl o and it is 

undor t he i-i1les o.! evidence of the W..l itar,r Government Court wi.U.ch 

allows discre tion to the court t o &.dmit oral , pJ-t.rsicRl or written 

evidence wh:!.~h has a be.a.ring on the iri~ues of th<J c , se 'bef,::,re th! 

Cou:--t and it is within the discretion of t:1e Court to afforJ G:leh 

woight to the evidence as it :ray deem !'it. 

LT• OO IDHEL DWINELI.1 If this evidence is offered .11.s a 

oonfe~sion as the Prosecution J-..:i.s stated , it ca.'l onl ~r be received. 

In any event, if i t is a confession or a.n offer of a con:fr3ssion 

o! an accused , for ~~ benefit of the Coart who h:i.sn ' t seen 

t hs state..!18llt it purports -to 08 signec! originally by Arvi.d FI:p:i.mi.th, 

who :!s not one of t!le accused. 
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Jim. EI.OWI'!'Zt I! the Court pl1t11ee, I have used thlt 

t't'Ord 1confoss1on' j uet to describe the instrun!nt. Either as a 

confession or a statemMt n 1mbmit it in ol9arl.J~ admissible 

in evidence, It has a baa ring on the iseufts in the case and 

were Arvid Freimuth alive a..ttd an aoc U8ed it wo uld be clearly 

admissibl e , 

LAW Ml'.'MDBRt In order to obviate the necessity f or cloaine 

the Court a t the present tim.."l 1 the Court will as k th!.'! Prosec ution 

t o withdraw this statement and· introdnce it a cain after the noon 

recess, during which time ta Court will discuss t ho statement and 

make a decision. 

UR. EIDWIT'l : Pros ecuti on wi thdralffl its offer of evidence, 

a written instrument mark'3d Pros ecution 1 e Ethibit Nulth'lr 114 for 

~tification. 

Q Lieutenant Pe r l, during your interrocations a t : . P. 

Number 2 at Schwabisch Hall , did you ever have occae! on to inteProgate 

a person toy t he nam of P.ol !' Reisei·? 

A Yes , sir. 

Q Did he ever im.kG a ste.tement to you? 

A Yes , eir. He made SAverRl oral statement s and one in 

wr1t1ne. 

q Can you identify Rolf Reisert 

A Y<is , 3ir . He is wearing Nunber U9. 

PRfSIDfflT 1 Will Number L.9 stare. up. Sit dO"ll . 

UR. :SIIJWITZ1 Proseoution o 'f'Al"fl to the reporter a wri tten 

instrW?Ent and r~•Je ~ts that ~.t be mc.:-k-.d Prosecutionte E.'<hibit 

Nunber 111 for iJenti!ication. 

(Wh'!reupon the document referred to was m.1.rked Prosecution 1 fl 

E>chibit Number 11.5 for ident ific3.tion by the reporter.) 

Q ll~utsuant Perl , I hand you instl"Ulll9nt marlt,ed Proeecation t :J 

Exhibit Nv.nber 115 for identi.fkation and ask it' you can i:i enti..f'y it, 



A Yea , that b the et atemsnt wri tten and signed by 

Untersturmfuehrer Re iear. 

Q Was it written and sicnad in your pr es9nce? 

A It was !:ligned in nu presence and I was at l east temporarily 

present •Mn ~ wrote it. 

Q Was it written and !lignod by the same Rolf Reiser whom 

you have just i dont,ified? 

A Yes , sir . 

Q Was the s tatement made vo l untarily? 

A Ye s, sir . 

Q Did you subject Rol f Reiser to cruel or harsh treatment 

in order t.o obtain t he statement? 

A I did not . 

Q Did you naka any thre.:ih I"(' promises to Rolf Reiser in 

order to obtain th;! s t atement? 

A No, s ir. 

Q Was th~ stq+ement sworn to? 

A Yes, sir . 

Q Do you kno,r 1'fho administered the oath? 

A Yes . I did . 

MR. EIDWITZ I Prosecution offers in e vidonce its exhibit 

ma rked 115 for i.d4ntificat1on end roquefl ta that it be attach4d to 

the record and raarklld Pro:Jeoution 1s Ex.hibit Number 115. 

LT. OOIONEL !JWJNELLt The Defenea object.ft to the evidence 

on the grounde previousJ.:, stated. 

PRESIDENT 1 The obJecticn is overruled. The exhibit offered 

by the Prosecution is a dmit ad in evidence and wil be marked 

Exhibit "P-11511 • 

(~reupon t he document referred to , having been previous

ly marked and identified w s received in evidence as Prosecution 1s 

Exhibit 11P...ll511 and is attaohed hereto and mde a part of tho record.) 

(Per l - Redirect) 
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• 
m. EIDWITZ 1 Prosecution otters 1n evidence a true and 

correct Pnglilh tre.ns lation o t ite Exhibit Humber 115 and r equests 

t hRt it be s.ttached to tha record Md marked Proaeout i.on 1s Exhibit 

DEFE>1SE1 The Defense has not had the opportunity of 

ei ther s eeing the Ger man or Englis h translat ion and is therefore 

unable to stipulate t hnt it i s a oorreot tranalation. We m>uld 

likCi to reserve tha t right . 

PRESIDENT 1 TM Exhibit of fe r ed by the Prosecution i s 

admitted in evidenc e and will be marked Prosaoution 1 s Ex:hibi t 

"P-ll5A" subject to objection by t he Defense at a later date , 

bas ed on .fa u1t y translation. 

(Whereupon the document referred to wis marked ttP-ll5A11 

by- the rep:,rter and was received in evidenoo and i s att ached hereto 

and ma.d9 a part of t hA record. ) 

MR. F.IDWIT'l 1 Per miss ion is requested by t he Prosecution 

11 Pto r ead its Exhibit.a 11P-ll511 and - ll5A11 • 

PRESIDENT, Granted. 

MR. EUJWITZ (R• •dins ) 1 

11 1 , Unterstu.rm.fuehrer. 'IDLF t?OLAND REISER was , during the 
EIFEL of f ensive in December 1944 and Jan.iazy 1945 , Adju tant of the 
l et Battalion , of the 1st Panzer Regiment LSSAH. '!.'hie assignment 
I started on the 19th December 1~/J4 c J.os e to 3 o• cJ.Ock 1n t htl 
morn ing near CHlllEUX. mttil Unterstunnfuehrer FISCHER was wounded 
on 17 December 1944, hi!t was Adjutant or ths let Battali on. From 
the 17th December 1944 until nor arr ival from Germany, il"ltersturnr 
!'uehrer KURT KRAMM held the position of Adjutant prov18ionall.Jr• 
Until the 1.L.th December 1941.l , I was the platoon lend~r 1n th'l 4th 
Company of the 1st SS Panzer Regiment which did not participate 
in the EIFEL offensive. On 14 December 19h4 I was t,ransforred to 
the 1st Battalion where I reported on 19 December 19W.i. 

nrhe only shooting of prisoners o! war which I lmow about r irst 
hand, ~ the Sl.ootin:::; of American pri8oners of war at IA. OLEIZE on 
22nd or 23rd Decemberl944. 

110n thie day I heard Obere t.urmbannfuehrer PEIPER BSV"ine; at the 
commnd pos t of the 1st battalion, t,0 Stu.rmbannfuehrer POE'l'SCliKE 
that m, PEIPER would have part of the prisoners of ll'ar shot. 
PEn:ER•e words were either 'I am goina to have part of the nrisoners 
of war shot, • or 10f the prisoners of war I am e;oing to rav8 a part 
sl\Ot,' 



"About two or three m.1nutes arter Oberetunnbarmfuehrer 
PEIPER •d9 thi.8 declaration, ca , or Stumbannt'uehrer POITSCHKE , 
in the presence ot PEIPJ!Ji, ordered tllteratUl'llt'uehrer HANS H!>IMECIE 
that ne, JmrnECKE, ehould p&H on to Oberetunatuehrer Rm.lPF , that 
RUMPF should • end a •hooting detail for the shootina: of priaonera 
ot war. 

"I oannot remember any- w,:re that I, ••lt, had reoe1Ted an 
order tro'l'l()beretunabann.tulbrer PEIPER or StUl"IICMntuehrer POE'l'SCHJCB 
to pua on to HENNECD the order ttat ha too should Hnd a •hooting 
detail .t'rm hi.a own <D apmy for the •hooting ot tha11e priaonere ot 
nr. I aleo do not ~emmber to have given auch a,n ordere 

"I na told during t.hl oral interrogation that 01ter1turahahrer 
lll!llliBCJ[B al&- that I hod 1h., h1m ouob an ord.r (to tvm.ob a 
ohootq detail from bl.a._.) ja '1>oH nento hoppced lo 
llKlntha a go, and, 11!1 things 1n this orteruiive took place which I 
natural~ attaohod mor e importance to , and therefore remain hotter 
1n lit" memory , I can only repeat tlB t I c annot r emenber an,y- longer. 
It iB possible , however , that ~ NECKE's claim aa descr i bed above 
con.form wit h the ! aots . 

"That the pri3oners of war were Bhot I kn.Off .from a ro111&rk of 
Sturmbannfuehrer POETSCHKE. I was present a tew hours attor the 
above orde?'l'! to 111hoot pri!loners or war were given (it coul d al&o 
lu:ve been on the f ollowing day) Sturmbannfuehrer PCIE'l'SCHKE conversed wi th 
an Ame riom Major kept in con inement by us , Th'3 nruno of this ~ jor 
ns MlloQol'lll or ei mi lRr . I have 1o admit t hat the manner in whioh this 
1£9,hor W&e treatod st&yod in !It\" remory especially becaus e it t ouched mn 
comically a s Oberstum.bannf uehrer PEIPER and St urmbann!uehrer POETSCHKE 
took care of him and troubled them.selves , and talked to him as f riends • 
whil e orders exis ted t o have othe r American pris one r s shot. Nl'Ong 
other thines , I r emembe r tlut this Aioo r i can Maj or inquired of POEI'SCHKE 
where , t~e ott..e r prisonBrs of 1'2.r could be. I -iey-aelf don t t apcak 
Engl i ah. Hol'fBver I c an remembe r that t his ques t i on of the American 
Yaj or was transl ated by the i nterpreter b\to German and t hat POETSCHKE 
sai d in German 'These pri ,onaT'i were shot but you don ' t t ell him any
t hing,' Thie corrn ,rsat i on bet1'8en t he Am<.!r1.can Majo r and Sturrnbann
ruehrer POETSCHKE took pl ace a l so at t he oonunand pos t o.r the 1st 
Bat tal i on , and ~s I have al ready stated, a few hours l ater or t he 
fol l owing: dey , 1:1 .rter t he is suanc e of the order deao r1 bed at the 
beginni14; of ey- statement for the sh::iqting of Ame r ican prisoners of 
war. 

owe all tal ked at that time about 1prisoners 1 • However , cnly 
A:nerican prisonerB were ne a.nt as we didn 1 t havo ~ others and then 
r.e only fought acainst t m Am9ricano at that, time. 

"On the 23rd or 24th Decem.bsr 1944 , anyhow, after the issue.nee 
or the above orders, I saw 1n LA. GLElZE about 6o-70 metsrs left and 
behind of theschool house in a cull.y thl corp111ee of 10-15 American 
prisoners who had been s!v:>t . I am not sure ho" ever , about this 
nuctber - i t could h!Lve been mr'3 or a l Bo l e s s . From the manner :in which 
t h2so corpses -we r e lying toget her in s pils , i t cou l d be conoludo:i it 
was thllt they were prisoners of ,.ar who had been ~h ot . 

"To better understand Iqy" statement I hJ•,e nade up three s ketcMe 
which I h&vo marked I , I I and n r. No. I gives too ceneral. l ny- out 
of the positi on of the command post in LA OLEIZE and tho l ocation 
where I saw t he pr1zone ra of 1'3.r t hat had been shot. On this dralfinc 

(Reiser Stat eme nt ) 



which I have marke:!. I, No. 1 meanl'J t ho Churoh, No . 2 Command 
Post of the Wt Bsttalion and of the le t Company, 3 and b maan 
roads which join l &ter on l eading to STOUl[)NT, No. S 115 the 
road to SPAH, No. 6 the pile of prisoners or war that had been 
ehot, No. 7 ri111ng terrain, No. 8 hedge with some trees, No. 9 
n:; to Fl!RIIE VEROONT. 

"On sketch No. II, I have shown the cormis.nd. poet at tho tll!'.s 
at which th! order for the !:hooting or pri~oners of 'Wllr wae given 
to HENNECKE. On this drawina which I have marksd. No. II, No. 1 
means command pos t o:f' the lat bat,talion, No. 2 meane oorranand pos t of the 
l et comp:iny, No. 3 means the ata i r caee f rom the cellar, Nos. 4 and 5 
mean the dooro , No. 6 is a window, No. 7 ie a table 11.t which I s at, 
No• B the chair on which I eat , No. 9 the place where Untersturmfuehrar 
HENNECKE wae No, 10 the place where Ober eturmbannfuehrer PEIPER 
(Commander of the Anoored Group) was , No. 11 tOO pl ace where Stunn
bannf'uehrer POETSCHKE was , No. 12 a table No. 13 means a sleeping 
room, No. 14 a stove. 

" on sket ch No. III, I have shown t h-3 command post at the time 
when Sturmbannfuehrer POETSCHKE and the American ){a.jor carried on t he 
conversa tion m nt ioned in nri' statement , in which the Major inquired 
aboµt the f ate of the pr isoner s of war . On this dralfing 'ffhich I 
have marked No. III , No. 1 means Command Post of t he 1st battalion, 
No. 2 means t he Command Post of the 1st Company , No, 3 t he staircase 
l eading upwards , No. 4 door, No. 51 door, No, 6 tabla , No. 7 , a 
window, No . 8 , stove , No . 9 a s l eeping place , No. 10 t abl e, No . 11 
position of the American Major, No. 12 posit ion of Sturmbannfuehrer 
POETSCHKE, No . 13 po5ition of the interpr.eter, No. lu pil!.ce where I 
was n:crse l f , No. 15 other German of.fioerB or soldier s . 

11 ! have made this s tatemont vo luntar i ly and of nri' own free will 
uninfluenced by f orce, t hree.ts , ar har sh trent roont, or uninfluenced 
by promises o f anj' kind , I swea.r to Qod that t he foots which I 
etated 1."'l t hiB affi davit are true and I am prepar ed t o r 6pea t t h3m 
under oath btifore eny court of just i ce. 

/s/ ROLF ROLAND RllISF.R 
SS tb'l te ret u.rmfue hrer - 20 Uarch 19L6 

nswom to an.:l ~ubscribed before 
me t his 20th March 1946 
at 8CHWABISCH 1-f.ALL, GERMANY 

WILLIAM: R. PERL, let Lt, KI Witnessed in the presence of t 
0-5$5149 IO'i.'UB ELOW1'!'l 
Investigator-Eirnminer, W.C. E. tBFET civilian investigator 

w. c. B. USP'ET" 

(Reber Stat.ement) 
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•• -.onu, l'n-lea ortoro la ffluue \11rN ortl.Uft to 

-fflo4 "7 tlae Ila-llol- ..lHr l-Uf1lllc PM'-U of tu 

- J-.i hlpor, llrlok ...f .a -o- ..a ,._010 

.., 111q " au-... '° tu .....ora U4 - hooonuoa•• --11o 

115-J, 0, U4 II HIIJIOOUTol,o 

mnan 001mm.1 0. \eulf of tu ufoaoo turo lo ao o-.. 

J-loa to tu plot...,. affUaTl.to or -00117 fff no4lac tu -· 

.Aa4 U lo flrtur oUp,ilato4 \la\ \lie pllot-llo aro tllooo If tu 

- Poipor, ...f - llnuob, 

l'DSIDl!a !b.er• 'b•1DC DO obJeo\1oa tM •-*1111,. ofter.._ 

\7 ti. pro-uoa Will llo a4111Uot 1a m&oaoo ut wUl llo .....-

-Uh P.llll-JI, 0 ut II, ro11J100Unl7, 

(WMr-.on. \M 4.oOWllllll\a referNcl \o altne were reo•1"4 

la eTI4ace Ul4 aarke4. hoNouUoa•1 ~bit1 116-'.1 1 116-C u4 llW, 

r1ap10U••l1'. aa4 tM ... are at\aobe4 hereto u4 M4e a par\ of 

th11 r1oori,) 

QJJ:ISfIOD :BT IIR, ILOlltz (Ooa\ 14) 1 

q, Lt 1'1rl, ta ,~ oov11 of 7ov 1a\erNca'1oaa at IP ••· a, 

lelnrlltiHll lall 41& Jell ffff 1.a,1rroeat1 a peraoa 1t7 ._ UN et 1au 

Gnhlol 

.A. Y11, 11r. 

Q, D:14 M alm a atateaent to 7011! 

A. .. as4.e 8fl'lral. ..., ....h. 

Q, D14 he ..,.,r ult:1 a atahuat-414 he n1r wrU1 a 1tat•1nt 

...,. 39 lla:,cll 19'61 

.A. a. ..a.. a 1tat-nt la writ.tac at the en4. of Marcil. I oaa1 t 

r ....bw \lie d.ah, 

Kl, m.al'I!Z1 ProHO"&tioa ua41 tlw r9Porter a wrUtn 

1tahaeat ad. nqu1t1 tbat U N arlce4 ProHn.Uoa11 Imi\U 116 

for lUBUficaUoa. 

~orl - Ro41roc\) 
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(, 

• 
(.....,_oa \Ila .__, roforn& \o Mon ao _, 

hoo-loa'• :a.1,nu P..111 for 11-un.u••) 

Cl I UM. ,n. a wriU• atat••t Ml'b& heNfttiea'• Ml\U 

P..111 for l.._HfloaHoa a4 •* 7n lf 7ft - ,.._,lf7 u. 

A Tea, ab, I ou, 

~ .., lo"' 
A U la a atat•nt of .._, lnllle, ta ~, llad.wrlUac aat 

el.pot '7 lwl. 

~ .. ,u na,_, -. ...1-,ar1171 

A tee. 1ir. 

~ ._ fora• , lwH1 er ~..,. aa4e \o la.at Onhl.e ia orller 

to olttal11. ,u ,,.-....u 

A ••. air. 

Q l'aa tu ••••..•t aworn tot 

A Tea, air. 

~ Wllo aalahhrot ,u oa\111 

" o.p,a&,. Bll-i..r. 

Ml, S-O'llfZ& ProHcraUoa offar1 la Hiteaoe 1ta aDibU 

MrkM 116 for 1,....UtioaUoa eat n11.uata U H aUMU4 tio tbe 

record aa4 arkN h o1eov.Uon' • Z%bibit ua. 
LT COL DlflDLLa !be def anH obJaoh to t he erld.eace on 

tb.e cround.1 preTioual.7 atah4. 

Pll»SllJD!1 '!ht objeoUon h anrnl.e4, !be emibU offered. 

b7 the proaeoution 1• a41litte4 in erld.ence and Will be -rad. ~bu 

P-UI. 

(lhereapon. the Aoo-amn:11 Nfarre4 t:o abOTe M.TiJIC prenouq 

lieu. Mrb4 u.d itn.tifhd. waa reotiTad. la n1.4eace u4 -.rke4. J'ro.,. 

ecra.Uon.•a ~1\U 115, aa4. the .... la attach.et hereto ud. ate a part: 

of ,hla record.) 

Ml. KLOII!Zs Proae«nnioa cdf•r• ia erl4uc• a \rue aA4 oorreo\ 

~iah ,r...la\ion cd Ue e:ddbit 118 and nqueh U 'be aUackN. \o 

\U reoor4 aa4 ..rlce4 Pro1ecw.Uo11.1 1 S:d1.U.U ll~. 

(Perl - llo41l'Oc\) 
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- -· Ila_, of ,1oe ..,... 1' h ...1.r.a ••, 

la nw of \M f'- '!"'' w ......, - ,.,. -1' of •1-r ,.,. 
._ er ._Uu ,rau1aua, aal. 111e, w " ct... '- ritll' h 
•'J"' ,. n 1.,.,. .. __, of' ,.,. ,nuiauoa, 

PDIII»m!!1 !'lie enl'IIU off'eret 1lp ,11e pro-U• h _,__ 

.a la mt-• u4 Will 11• - a.111.111' P-11-, ollllJoo, ,o o-.Joo,toa 

'bF 1iba utaae at a latff ..,. ,a,M oa fnl.'7 tnulaU••<--·· u .. _, reterre4 \o MOH 11niac 11.... -

l'r••en.tioa11 .aul'b11i Jt-111-J. •• reo•l•K la nitaoe ..a IM .... 

h a,1ao11e4 llerO\o aal. -. a par\ of ,i.. rooor4,) 

<,IIS! IOD :II xa. IILOWIH (Ooa\ 14) I0 
~ " Parl, oaa 70• U•Uf'J' ,i.. .... llnhlo 'llllo wroh \Ile 

.L TH, air: he ha• Io. 19. 

Mil. KLOII!Z1 l'eraiHioa 11 requ1h4 tor proHcution to 

road ih o:dlibih 116 u4 11-. 

PUII-1 Groah4, 

(1u,....,... Proo-,Uoa1 • a.111111' P-11- - road la \Ila0 
-.ci.1• l.aguce a• followu 

1 1 ._, aat:IBU, alter b•lac al.7 nron ak:1 1iM follow
illc atateams.t ...._.:r oauu 

10n. 22114 lec•ber 1944, to r, r1col110Uoa t bi.1 •• the 
Ute, kwptaoharfubrer PIDUJ' of Uu1 firat 'battalion, oaae 
1a the later aften.ooa llo-.r1, I beline it •• about 1600 or 
1'700 houri, to tU cellar of the ractantal C.P. 1a LA GLl\IZI, 
u4 1aquire4 a'bcna.t the C.P. DI7J"D'l'B,&L'a III ./2 'becauae he
uu•, lea.ow 11;. 

11 414n1t aak about th11 aiHicm but lfl'• the a1H1a,e1r 
on d:a.t7 vho aat on. the atalr• lea4.1Jls to the oellal'. I ).
lieTe U wae the SS Uateraobarfu.dl"er :n.oa.ICI, ,u or4er \o 
abov \ti. 'A1'• 

•lfhetlun· the mHHJ:l&er aco011paaie4 PIJJUI' to tll.e O..P. or 
onl7 poill.te4 him out tlle O.P. fro• the atreet onl.7, ia :a.o, 
mowat:o•. 

"!hla atat•ent conehta of two pagea, aad •• ..a.e b7 
•• TOl..atar.U7r waintluaced...,. 41D"H,a. Ul'ah treatant, 
tkreah er prold.ae• of aq 1d.n4. 



) 

f111 

-. 

•1 - to - -· tlllo ••••-•• *1ei, l -. lien lo 
,ru al • pr..,... te r1teat .... Hfore ~ enrt et 
~utt.oe. 

(ot.cuti' --
lt-lNI 

•ewora \o Ml nltaort.'blld. \eton • 
tlllo lttll lq d llaralo lNI, at 
-looll lall, Oor.-..--"""'· •.. 

(llloroapoa Prooo-1oa•1 1nnu 111 wa, r- la 

, ......... 1-,) 

(lnftlon Bt II., llLOWIHt 

Q Lt; •u1 t.vt-, tU 001U'H of 7nr 1aterrocauoaa al IP ••· a 

at lollw.\t.NJI lall u• 7n ner taterrecat• a pereoa '7 tu ... of 

Azol a0<1oa'bvcl 

Q DH. h• alee a •'--t•eat ,, 7n.t 

Q ... IM atal•ea.t oral or wr1Uu.t 

J. le _... u oral 1tat..at ft.rd &114 tkea lie wrote it nt.0 
~ Oo,oJ.4 1'0ll 14oaHt, .uol llo4oa'bvc if :,011 ""1114 "" Ilia() 

opial 

J. Tea, air , he ia pre1eat; 1111 m ber h 53. 

RUIDll!a •o. 63 atu.4 ,rp-aU towa, 

(Whereupon tbe acoaae4 weanac ao. e3 414 •• or4ere4,) 

Ill., m.owt'!!Za ProHcraU011. !laad.1 to the rtiporter a writ tea 

1tat•e11t aa4 rapah U be ~Dd Proaeou.Uo:n.1 1 hbUU 11? for 

lteaUtication. 

(Wurwpon. the doC11Mnt nterred. to abo•H vu 11&r04 

Proaeea\loa.1 1 :btil:IU 117 for U.ea.Ut1oaU011,.) 

r,JJIS!lOl'.S Bt 1111.. IILOWl!ZI 

hhibU 1r1 for IdenUtioaUon aa4 •* 7ou if 7011 cu 14nt1f7 iU 
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.l 1'••• ell', 1, le a w1,,. e•••--• *1.A I rderrel h 

lloton. U !OU wrlU• - olpe& '117 .&al-•· 
Cl .... u ....u,..... ~ '117 ml --· I.a FRI' 

free..., 

A 1'••• dr, I wu pr•N&• all et ,11ie ,m *11• M wrote 1,, 

......... 70'&. 

Cl .. \lao .&al !INA'llvc ,.. """'" - •lcu& na, .,.,_, 

\lie - .bll :a-live \Ila\ 7ft -• Ju\ lui,UfloU 

A Te1 1 air. 

C 
Cl JIU. J'R n'IIJN\ :aouabvc \o .., orul or uroh ,,.._, . 

la orter •• e'btaia '11• 1\a\....tt 

A So, air. 

Cl DH. J'OU..,. _,. ,11r..,, er »roat.H• '° J.o4abvc l• or4er 

\o obtain. \he 1\a\....\t 

A 1 114 aot: 1 1lr. 

Cl •• ,u .,.,_.., IWl'll \of0 
A Y11, lir. 

(J 
Cl Do 70'& lmo1r *" -hhhre4 ,u ..,.,, 

.l TH, Oaplah Sbaaobr. 

111.. m.ontZ1 ProHoa.tloa otfw1 la ffl4au• u, 1xhi'bU 

aarkeA :ProMoutloa'• :lull!\ 117 tor 14.en.UflcaUon. ..a. reque1t1 tha\ 

U 'be a\\aahecl to the recor4 u4 ll&l'ad. hoHn.Uon.1 
• khlbU 11'7. 

L! COL D'flm,l,1 ft.• tetu.11 o•J•ot, to tu n1.4UOI the 

u o1Ul4a prffloul.7 1tahtl. 

PIISIDlll!1 ft.• o'b,1eotloa 11 0T1rnl.14 aad tlle uhlbit of'fer-

14 •7 the proaen\1011. h aulth4 111. erlUAd:• ant will be arke4 

:aml.bU P-11?. 

(lher9Ui>on tile d.oowaen.\ referred. \o ••OT• MT1111 bea pr.., 

Tioul.7 aarke4 Md. U.n\lflet Yal reCli Tlt in fflhnca U ~ltl\ 

U'orl - hilrec\) 
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• 
•-u,, - - - h .....- ........ --.apart of w, ,_..,,)

•· _n, Proo-Hoa ofter, 1a n1a- a ,,.. -

oorrN\ Jlllcl1u \raallaHoa ell 1h '*1\1\ U? oa4 ,_,h \lia\ u 

b1 .,_ '° """ ,....., 11111. - Pro-H•'• -nu 11,~. 

-.:I CIOURIL1 0a MIMllt ell \lie WDH \ller1 11 ao 

o\Jonha. 

l'Dlllllft1 !lllro \otac .., o)JNHoa \lie u1,nu offoroA -. 

- proo-1oa h ...u,... 1a ni«.uo oa4 rill \o -" IDi\U 

(a.r.,.n tM IHlllat reterrel to a'bo,,e -.. rooetYK la 

n1.leu• M4 IIU'DI. hoHA.tloa'• ...,.,u P-11?-J. u4 t:ll• .... 1• 

••- 11eroo oa4-. a pan of ,111, rNorf.,) 

NI. ILOlfI!Z1 PeJ"aiHloa h Nqlleatet. tor proHn.Uoa to 

,_ Uo olllllbUo 117 .,.,. ll~ 

IUII11Je1 Gra\oA, 

(lfkernpoa ProHn.'1-.11 niultti P-117-.l •• rN4 a, follonl 

•111. the aften.eoa of 32 or 2~ l>eo•lter- 11«, I Wt oa or4or u 
~rioaa prieoaer of YN' la L& Gleho, :Belrt.•• 1 wu, in \U &tl1!'
aoo11 of \llS.1 a.,,, the uact hov I oa1 t 1\ah &111' aore, at: IU a, 
of tu b4 plalooa (1:.w.1:.) et t:k• 12,k o~~. ird. ltaUalioa, 3n4 
roeua\, LSBAII. 

1!lle OP wa• ia a l&'UdrT rooa. Ia \be ••• rooa were Ober1tltar
fub.r1r 1nl Pfalter (Platooa leader of t:U 2n.4 pla\ooa), turt:ller 
U.a.hreobarfuhrer .Antoa llortsUia, t1ah reobartum'er Jllchh.r ..._ lJala
•oh&rflW&rer !laea4el or tJahraoh&rl'tl.ebrer buael. h44.nl.7 I heard 
the 7911. ~ t:h.. ott•; tlwn I loob4 out of the wia4ow, 

1 1 thee aaw, uar ~• Jun,..•, which •• to the a14e bebin.4 our 
houe, tlu'H Mliricaa prhoaera of var wall:inc aloDC the wall. I 
JcDaw the7 nre .&aerioaa prhoura of war beoauH th.,- were .Aaericaa 
Uifora1 aad all tbr•• bad. tlaetr al'III rai.114. to their hea41. !b.e 
Ueriou.1 4.tt. not Oaff7 uq wapoa1. !he7 wl.kN. 111"17 at aorul. 
Y&lkt...,.paoe. About :ti·n t1 11.cht aeter1 ll1h1114 thu walJcecl a German 
Hllt17 •• guart.. tu hraa H11:l17 oarr1e4 a wupoa, e1th.er a M.P. 
or a rifle 1a the haDA, r•e.47 to fire. 

1 1, 1179elf, It.a.•• 11repare4 a 1btoh of the looalitie1 and attach 
it to tlli1 1tateaeJLt . 

1'!he pr11oure <•• the elcatolt. aarked. •• 8, 9 aa4 10) ware Jut 
11,ea.r the 4oor of the ho11H •• I ... thea. 

-tlpoa the U0'9.t1.nc1, 1 lhulp thea ott•, I took rq Merioaa phtol 
aa4 loa4o4 U, ):r plllll.Jlc \ha ol.Uo baclc quoli1T. I a1ao4 a\ \ha 
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pn- """ nl.kM la '- ea\er M lllUN\N oa tlut _,ell M -er 
t. lla\er.--or -- o\eot la,.. &oer - l o,ool. a,,.. ---· --1.,........ _, _____,__ 
.._ 0"1oul7 flrol. wUII ,11o I.P. a, ,11o -. who lo - • 
a, Ull:\all n• -'i•r I. ft.II r ...ea l Mnm• \llat ta \eome l .w 
llow -·· I ,... IIU - Wo\oq \oolua • - -..u..,.o1..
flrol. - l 01117 uo, •• ,11o prlHMr *" la -- wUII - .. ,.
!lie -lo• wUh _,., 10 n ,111.a -•• •• lah ... llouo - l 
lo aot DOY ft&\ uppau4 h ~ later oa. 

•w, .,....1u, wblU •• hll Htore the IMotiric;, l ...Uat oa . 
•ll• -1- ,,.,. lo roproooah4 oa rq _,ell wUll -•• 9. Ill.cl>\ 
&fhr oaa or two abotl, the laU prbOJLar aaabar t luk \o Ilia Daaa. 
l ooau.,,., Urine a\ Illa 1111u1 rq -·tao •• _,7. 

·- l 111&4 _u.,_ rq -lao l - \ho lloraea aoa\17 •• \ho 
lloua ooraer, aad. a1 ner7'Jliac Ml'J'•ud Tet'J' qulok:17 I ..... tbat 
M u4 wal.b«. a'bo•t e to 8 aatar1 \eh1D4 the prtaonara. I...U..telJ' 
tMrMftw I wal.b4 to the tud. , la orcJAr to lll"HtUpta YUtUr tU, 
were aot11&117 a...a.. !be Mil U.Ot 'b7 Sollwa"b&oh u4 HTaral i,...tra
Uon1 ta tbl bad.. Ille prtaour DO l ahot u4 au \hroucll. the bean, 
aa4 - _,rauoa u,rooell t1ut lloaA. !ho n11o, *loll ..., \brooell 
,11o IINr\ ba4 u opoatac Ju\ a4onoo\ll \ho ion olloalur \lau. 
tM llaa4 p..tratloa oae troa buu4 ad lla4 p...trahd tinoU7 
IIIMlen.atb tu ateel Ml.Mt. a, .a..n.- who ... mot 117 • •• 
aoat ltkal7 ait '7 other 'nl.lata, lN.t I 414J11t pq a:, aore athn.Uoa 
to it u I oal.7 waate4 to aatabliUl the taot ftetber he w.1 4u4 or 
whllther a ahot of aera., wa1 req111rel.. :Both .Aaer1cui.e, the one urlc-4 
wUh mm.lier B, a, well •• the one with mber 9, were 4ea4. I hu'e 
Hen _,- 4ea4 oa prlff101ll ocoal1oa.e and. I can reoopiae wbetbar eoae
bo41' h dead or not.. £ uro7 lhot •• not neoen&r7 _,, aore. 

•Ibo had. eh.outed at th11 oooalioa 1b'Glllp tha ott• I 4on ' t know 
uq aore,. l al.10 41da1t mow thea who had. 7elled.. 

11 a.w u4 Dew that lhoN tbrH .Aaertoan.1 nre pr110ur1 et wr, 
nt l lhot at \hoH or to be eaet , a t pr110ur ot war mber 9, 
becaue HTfl'al T01cee 4-.D.ded 1t, aad be....e o'f lb cea.eral order 
relatl'f'e to prhoner• gt.Ten u 'b7 our ~ o.....,,_, lapteoMl'
tuhrer Joohu. !hiele.. 

1 !he Uetance on 'ST lketoh trom naber • to mm.ber 9 11 a\oU 
4: to 6 ••ler1,. 

•!be lmm4rJ' rooa :a.uaber 2 n1 onl.7 aall, not loager tbaa wr,au:. 
11 ll8ke th11 1tatement oon1ht1nc of a pac11 and l eketch, 'f'Ol-

11Atar117, out o'f -, own frH "111, without ooero1on, tbr..t1 or 
1troai111 ot reward. 

( alp.e4) .Aul llo4enbvg 
26 , •• 1946 

•swora to and eub1cr1be4. 
before u.e tb.11 25th 4q o'f 
J'ebn&r7 lk6 at Sollnbhoh Hal.1,Ger. 

( alp.e4) llol>l>o•l mi-cJcor 
Ca,pt OMP• 
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•· ILOllft1 tn. _,. oroH a:aalu• 

.-OSI lmllllf.A!ICII 

QlllftICIII JI L! OOL IJIIDLL1 

Cl L\ Perl, llow - \I.M• '14 J81L lahn-h blf bher 

wUII l'aleraae ,o ~r1Hn.Uu1 1 .,.,..., Jl-11151 

.I. • ..,,ru:la&hl:r \llrH or f nr ,,._., 

Cl !lie ou of \IM flra, iahno1aUoa '14 lie ....1utarl.l;r pn 

7n. a wr1Ua. .,.,...., 1a u, 01111L lac uait 
A I &oa•, ,b.lak ao, l toa•t r..Uer a, 1...,. 

Cl DU. 7n •* Ida for a 1\atan.tt 

.l Jor a wri:Un 1tat--.t, 7011 aeaat 

Cl Jor a written atatlllUt b lll• own uad.vrUimct 

.l l toa1 t r....,ber. 

J. U wa1 Uotat14 either 41recU7 b:, • to b1a or I Uctate4 

0 ia lt.11 PNHDCI to Uater,turat'-.dr•r_____ 

Cl I rod. fro• tho .,.,_, a -hi (r~..) 

•1 wu told. 4viDC tlr• oral iat•rroeatioa \Mt U.hr
aturafuebrer -....on olaia• tbat I u4 Cl'f'en bi.a nmL aa( orAer (t:o f-anlah a UooUnc h tail troa )111 OOll>UJ'). • 

B.eiHr 4U.a1\ obj eot to Mkt.111 \hat 1tat•n.t, 414. het 

.A. Io. 

•.t.a tbeae ffeAh happened 15 aoath1 a«O, u4 •• thine• 
in thia off1n.aiT1 took place whiell 1 aatural.17 a\\achel aore 
illpor\aace to, &Ad therefore ruain beUer ia ST ...or,-, I 
cu onl.7 repeat: that I cannot r ....ber ur lon,ger. It 11 
poui~le, howner, tbat He.necke 1 a claia •• 411cribecl abn• 
oontorm1 with \be f'actl. 11 

He gATe 7ou \ha\ 1tat•ent f'rHl7. 4.101\ UT 

.1 Tea, air. 

~ I will red. \be laat Hntenc• (r•a.4inch 

•u ia po11ible, ho,rn-er, \hat lemi•Clke' • ola1a •• 4eacribd 
aboTe onfor:a1 with \he tae\e. 11 

(Perl • 11.eoroH) 
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,._ _,, .__,, ffl•tal7 otat-t, - UI 

... lliJwJ'Wa& Ill ........_,.. - __, 

4l lllat lNt -·-· I.a :,.rUftlo -·· -·· 'ftl
a\u7 ,,.,.,.., •• 11, ._her'a-1 • HffJ'! 

.l ._rJt,Mac Ae11v wet, loa .. ~, Tol•kr7 1\al~•'• 

Cl J.t ~•rl, will 7ft pl...• ,tTe M a •,-a• or '••• .....r I• 

tllo iaa, .-,uoal 

•• &Oll!Za llq U Jtl...• the eovt, the witlMH 11 prl'9-

1lecN. to ..,i1t7 u •nv, aa4 u uaweret ta '1M atfiNatlY1 Ntor1. 

PDSil!a!t Mk tl>o 'lUIUoa opia, 

U 00L lJlllllllLL1 Ylll tl>o ,,..._IIIPbor pllNI rool. Nale 

tU la1t cpa1U1a1 

(..r.... Ille ra,ort1r r..., u follena 

Cl •._, l11t unta.ce ta p&rUnlar nn.1 \ han.eeD'• Tol1mt&r7 

1tat••t, •• U, ll1h1r1 a--1 U Hff7T1 

... It ftl, 

U 00L lJlllllllLL1 I llofl obJNh4 ,o tl>o u-r bT tl>o 

.u..... -· ·1,o 11N ,rullflo4 u. 
qlmftIOD :n L! OOL DWIIIILL (Ooat 1t)1(_ 

Q l•'t 1t a faot ta., -.1Hr ftl'J' T1coroul.7 pratHt14 \o 

Mn to wr1t1 that la1t Hnt,noe to Yhiab. I han Jut ~ referac1T 

.l •o, eir, 

vt COL ~, Wo tvtur q_u1Ucm1. 

llCl!OSS m:AMI•.l!IOIJ 

ql)JSHOIJS :BIL~ OOL stJft0111 

" Do 7011 recall the fir1t U•• 701L qu1Uou, h1Ulllt)lf 

A TH, air. 

Ml, :m.onirz1 liq St pleaH the enrt, the atateunt of 

Yr1Ullth baa 11.ot lleea offere4. S..to ffl4uce. 

JJ! 00L SU!!fOl'1 ~ 1tat•ut lla1 aot been offered. in ert

hnce but \he :,oiat I pro,,oH to (lU•U:on hi• abn.t l:laa ben. eoae 1Jlto . 

(Perl - llecro11) 
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lf Ille - preforo, w wlll ufor Ille -•Uoabc •Hl a ho1o1oa 

h - .. '" -- .....,_, will " -"- 1a --·· 
LAIi -· , .., .. ...., ,_ , ..,1- 1a -,1.a1'7 

llpptH FRU tM,. 

Lt OOJ. 1Dr!OW1 1'e1, 1lr, ,a., will 'N tou, 11r. 

UCIIOIB UAIIIIIA!lCS 

qimlflCSI Ill OAPW• Uffllh 

~ a.iac - lo ProoonU•'• :111101' llll rol&Uac lo !boo 

.._, wre 7ft 1n1•t *- M WU laten...te4 ea \M 4 .lprill 

J. I oeaut r..._er Iba ..ta,. 
(_ ~ Do J'OU rooall llow - liaH J'01l iahrroplM 111111 

.1 t,a. 11r. 

~ ..,,_u..., 
A 0ae UM 

l Do 7n. AW llow ...,. u ••• lie -· iaterroeatel \7 ..,.... 

.A. ••, air. 

PlmS!Da!t law -.oil aor, to 70S M••' 
o.at.ll• KOTllh I M"f• c-1•• a \i, 1ir, )N&U11 I U'Ye to 

co thrauch fev ulai'bU1,, 

ft1Sllmft1 !he oovt will recHa ,mUl 1330 llov1,, 

(lber1"Up1>ll the Ocnart took a receH at 1200 hova.) 

! • 
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AFTERNOON SES8IOl1 

(Whereupon t he Court reoonnned ,t 1,:30 hours 6 June 1946.) 

PRESIDENTt The Court "111 oon-. to order. 

PROOECTJTIONt If tha Court please, le t the record show that all 

members of the Court1 all merubna of the Proaeoutioni all m8!Dber1 of the 

Defense, with the exception of Mr. Strong, who h lick in hospital , Dr . 

Rau Md Or . Ftht,er, who are absent on buainen of the Defenae1 all the 

def,mde.nto, and the reporter e.re present. 

11'.R. EL01fITZ: The Prosecution r ecalls Lt . William Perl fo r or ou 

examination. 

LT . WILLI.Al( R. PERL re t:1 wnad thft atand a nd t estified f urther thr 01.1 Gh 

an interpr eter e.a follows 1 

MR. ELONITZ: Lt. Perl , you a r e r eminded t hat you ar e s t il l under 

oe.th . 

LT. PERLt Yes , s ir . 

RECROO S EXAMINATI ON (Continued ) 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE ( Capt , Narvid), 

Q I believe you tHtifiod on or ou exrouination th is mor n1.ng t hft.t 

you onl y examined Theo Rauh onoe . 

A. That ia l'ight , si r . 

Q Do you r eoall who examinsd h im previoU1 l y ? 

A Yea , air . 

Q llho we.a itf 

A Just ,rhen I oa.n:.e in , he wu just being interrogated by Ml" . 

Thon, and I continued together •1th vr. Thon. 

Q And do you know it }!r, Thon exM1ined him the day before? 

A I do not know . 

Q Do you know whether Rauh continuously denied tbBt he ever ahot 

a priaotter of wa r to Thon ? 

A When I came there he atil 1 denied it . 

Q. Wu there enyotie etlae present at these enminl!.tion11? 

...(Perl - Reoreso) 
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• • 
A I know only of one examination , and at this only Mr . Thon and 

I were present. ar.d after about ten minutes Mr . Thon lett. 

Q For how l ong a period of time did you examine himT 

A I l'l'ould say t he me ten minu tes only• b•c•uae within theae ten 

minute• he admitted to have •hot and the continuation was only olabor-

ll tioti of details . 

Q You apeak Ge~n . Ia t hat correct! 

A Yea, air . 

Q And a o does Mr. Thon ? 

A Yea, sir. 

Q And both of you talked to him continuously for that timoT 

A No. I remember when I came in he had already admitted to have 

been there at thill target practicing -- that he aaw it -- but he atill 

denied t hat he participt1ted in it , There wu very little inter rogation 

then , but abou t one or two minutes later already the con.frontn.tion 

ate.rt!3d . 

Q Did you confr ont him with any false witneueaT 

A ?10 . 'Ne confronted him. only with eyewit.nesses , and t hon ·-

Q You may have e. cha.nee to explain that. Do you recall con-

fronting him with a man by the name of Heinrich? 

A I don't recall it , but it ill possible . 

Now, if Heinrich did confront him, he would have been e false 

witne1e:, 1'ouldn 1 t he? 

A I don 1 t kn01f whether Heinrich noticed it -- this target prac-

ticing, I mean. 

Q. Would it refresh your recollection if I quote to you subatan-

tb.lly what Ileinrich as.id to Rauh? 

MR . ELCJt'IITZ : May it pleue the Court , the Proaecution objecta to 

the line of questioning . It la improper oroae examine.tion, The witneu 

he.a never te11tif ied u to Heinrich ' 11 testimony at any time in the pro

ca.ding. 



• 

CA.PI:• NARVID1 If it pleue the Court , he ·testified tha.t ho did not 

definitdy raoall whether Heinrich wu preaent, he tight have been -

aomothing to that etfeot. In faot, as I recall, he Hid it wu qui te 

possiblt, Rttinrich was there . 

PRESIDENT I The ob jection is overruled . 

CAPT. NARVID; wn1 the r oporter please r epeat the queetion . 

('Whereupon t ho reporter read the questi on, as fo llowa1 

"Q Woul d it refresh your reoolleoti on if I quote to you substan 00 

tially what Heinrich said t o Rauh?") 

(Continuing) -- in your pres ence 1 "You are an SS man, You 

fornorly h Rd the n y . Now we have ." 

A I shou l d have said th l a? 

Q Do you recall Heinr ich r.iaking t .het s ta tement in your prea~nco ? 

A ·1 don't recl!lll it . 

Q Arter Re.uh was oonfr ontad by several witnones , did he still 

oontinuo t o deny? 

A Wo , He admi tted his guilt t hen , 

Q Immediately? 

A With in a couple ot; aecond1 or m.inutea . 

Q And do you recall., after that time , him JJlllking a statement to 

you as you were dictating , " I can 't wr:l.te that beco.uso I didn ' t 1hoot 

anybody"? 

A No , he certainly never aaid thie . 

Q Was Rauh ever beat•n in your preeenceT 

A. No, sir . 

Q Were you present nt all the interroga.tiona of Oswe.ld Siegm.und? 

A Yee , sir , 

Q Do you rece.11, at one of the interrogations , '\'lhether 01· not 

Siegmund was questioned while he had his hood on? 

A No. He "1&8 never questioned with his hood on . He couldr't 

even answer with his hood on . 



Q Do you r eoe.11 him being beat en while he had his hood on t 

A No. He waa not be11ten i n my presence. 

Q Do you know if he wae b enten not i n your presence, ? 

MR. ELCJRITZi May i t p lease the Court, we ob jec t t o that question . 

It i s improper cross cxe.mination. The lfitness ia in no pos iti on to an 

swer thRt ques t ion , obviously . 

:mESIDEMT : Objection aus t e.ined . 

Q Did Siegmund evc,r compl ain to you that he was beaten? 

A No, sir. 

Q Did you d ictate the entire e ight par;ea of Si'f}nund• s s t e,tcment f 

A Yes . I di.ctated it in Ger mtin . 

Q Now, had you not dictated 1t 1 do you t hink Siegmund would have 

wr itten the same statement? 

MR. Er.ORITZ : May it please t he Court , the Prosecution ob jects to 

that question. It is improper and imme.terhl. 

PRESIDENT : Objecti on sustained , 

CA.Pl' . UARVID : That ls all. 

I f i t pleuo the Court , the Defense is at a very 

gr eat disadvantage and has to cr oes- e,:amine the wi tneee after he r el et ee 

thr ee sepe. rate incidents , I submit that it wou l d be fe:l. rer f or us to 

cr oss-examine the witness after he produce11 or identifies eaoh exhibit 

separately . 

LA':'! l~ER: If the Court rece.11• properly, that very quoation waa 

asked of the Defense two or three daya a.go . The Defense at that time 

agreed to crosr -e.xa.M1ne at the end of the examination. It is the Do

.fenae• s privilece to do •• it wtahea. 

CAPI'. NARVID: That h true, but forTT'8 r ly they produced only one 

or two , or three at tho moat , while today they produced five . 

DEFENSE: Nothing further from the Defense. 

MR. ELO'lfITZ i Ono question on redi r eot examination. 

(Perl - Recrou) 



REDIRECT EXAMINATION (Continued) 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Mr . Elowi t 1}, 

Q Lt. Perl, on cron exllfflinstion you tHtif1.ed that when you 

di otated the statement to Rolf Reher , you weren 1 t aur e whethe r you dic

tated the atatsment d i rectly to Reiur or to a stenographer. Can you 

state with certainty 1the.t manne r of dic t ation you used ? 

A Yea, I can. I n the meimwhile I l ooked up my notes , end in 

these I have writ ten down the namu of 811 thoae accused whose s ta tements 

I dic tated to a s tenographer. Re i se r' s nsme is not among them, which 

me ans t hat I dict ated i t 1111 alone to hin1 . 

MR. ELCWITZ : That i s a11 . 

PRESIDENT : Anything further by the Def ense? 

DEFENSE : 1iot h i ng further . 

PRES IDE?TT1 Any que s t i ons by t he Court? 

Apparently none . The 'Witness is excused . 

/ \m•ELCffl!TZ: lfe.y it ploese the Court , t he Prosecu tion r equeata 

t he witness r om.ain on t he stand unt il dbpoa i tion 1a l'l'l8de of the offe r 

of evide nce t his mornine; _,.. t he Fr e imuth statement . 

PRESIDEN T: Very well . 

MR . ELCMI TZ: At t hh t i me the Prosecution r enews ita offer in evi 

dence of the wr itten inst r ument mar ked Prosecution Exh i bit No . P-114 f or 

Identif1 cation, requests that it be attached to t he record and marked 

Prosecution EY.hibit No, p...114. 

LT. COL. ITIINELL1 !lay the Defenae have the same objection that wea 

heretofore m::ide? 

LAJ( JlEJGERt With respect to thh instrument, you mosn? 

LT . COL. mINELL1 Yea, air . 

LAW ME):l'BER. t The instrument will be admitted in evidence me r ely aa 

e .staterrient , f or 1'hotever value 1t may hav~, and thi, Cour t will place 

such val us on it aa the Court sees flt. The objection is overruled , nod 

t he in11trU11.ent ia e.dmi t ted in evideoce and will be marked ProseouUon 

Exhibit No. P- 114 . 
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(Whereupon the dooument referred to, having previously been . marked 

and identified, was reoeivcd in evidence u ProEeoution ExhJ.bit No . P-114 

&1d ta attached t o the record and made e pert he r eof . ) 

Q Lt. Perl , you identified the •tetament written by Arvid Froi-

muth on direct enminntion. J now uk you , did Arvid Freimuth make oral 

edm.1811ons to you in eddition to the odmiaeiona whtch appear in hie writ

ten statement? 

A Yes , sir, he dfd . 

Q Were both the wr:l.t t en and ore.I admissions voluntarily made'/' 

A Yes , sir; they were . 

MR. ELCWi'ITZ I The Prooeoution offer s i n evidence a true end accurate 

English trans lation of its Exhibi t P-11.4 , r equests t hat i t be attached to 

t he record , and that tt be markod Prosecution Exhibit P- UL1 ->.. 

DEFENSE : May it p l ease the Court, the Defense he.s not had an oppor 

tunity of comparing the oritinnl Ge r men end the English trenshtion , and 

t.he entire matter ie e complete surprise , and it is requet1ted th11.t en ob

jection be allowed l ater if ther e 11.re i ne.couraoie B. 

PRESIDENT: The exhibit offered by the Prosecuti on ie admitted into 

~videnco and will be m'-':rked Pr o:Jec\.l tion Exhibit No . P- 114 -A, with reser

vat i on that t he Defense mfly object 1:1t a later date baaed on tre.nal ation . 

lJR . EL.OVITZ: Pnnnit111 ion is r equested by Prosoeution to r ead it• 

Exhibits P-llh and P- 114- A. 

PRESIDENT 1 Gr~nted . 

FROSECUTIOU : I f the Court pleaae, I would like to make e atatement. 

Thia sbtement of Arvid Freimuth wu newr furnished to the Defenae f or 

t'i.tt 1imple reason it -waa not on the agreed list to be given to them. We 

were under no di r ection from anyone t o furniah the Defense with !lny such 

8tablment. This waa only for t he record . 

DEFENSE: lhcy it pleasa the Court, I would like to make a short 

statement at this point. lfhen tho cue oritinated and I wu tirat ap 

pointed Defense Counsel . I wa! informed that no statement& would be given 



to us at all-. Subsequently, after • con11iderable pe riod of time , we wero 

given all e:r.cept n intt 1_t atement1 of t he accVJed, and, u &. matter of re • 

cord , we would like to state thftt we had no kno11tladge or this • hat•oen r. 
I 

PROOEOUTI O?Ti If the Court please , Freimuth is not an aocueod in 

this oau. 

DEFENSE : May it pleue the Court , as a fu rther ob&el"Vation, lHI nre 

endeavoring, u , well !U3 the Pro1ecution 1 am Aure , to eeek out the truth 

in this cue befor e the Cou rt, and t he e l ement of surprise i s not con

duci ve for the seeking of the truth , 

PROSECUTION1 If the Cour t plou_e , '110 woul d like to put into the 

reco rd th&t the policy laid d~n by t he Theatre Judge Advocate, General 

Betts , was th8t the Defense woulr! not be furnished anything t h,i.t the 

Proaecution h8d in war crimos tri11la , Thia policy haan ' t always been 

adhered to , only u a testure of courte sy to the Defen1e , and tha only 

reason that 1 made my original r eMarks wu becau11e of the offended and 

hurt tones of the Chi.er Dt>fenae Counsel when he spoke thot he didn ' t h1we 

th:ls copy of Freimuth•s statement, 

DEFENSE, May it pleo.se the Court ,.._ 

LAW MEM:BER: I do:,. 1 t think the Court desires anything further . 

Will the PnHcutior,., •hen it flniahea ree..dint; that part or the statement 

which h t he lut aie;ned pe.e;e, notify the Court, 110 thet it may b e made e. 

matter or reeor,, •o the Court may knnw the.t from then on the etatem.ent ii 

L uniitned, You 1r1.1y proc eed. 



• 
MR , EWIIITZ: (Reading) 

11During the EIFEL offensin I have shot on three 
different occaeions at prisoners of war or civiliane, . 
namel;y twice at priaonera of war and once at two ciTiliane. 
The fillt timl I shot at two civilians betwen STAVELOT and 
LA ClLEIZE - &bout 3 kilometers behind STAVELOT, ' 

"The next time I ehot four or five rounds with my 0.8 
pistol at two or three American prisoners of war from a 
cliatance of about 6 meters. 

"The third tima I shot two out of a group ot about 8 
Ame rican prisoners of War. 

111 state especially about theae shootings t he follow-
ing: 

111 was driver in the SPW which was conur.anded by Rottf. 
WITTl'IER. Shortly behind STAVELOT we passed a house whicp 
was located on the righthand side of the street, and two 
civilians worked in its garden. \'le paaeed this hoU8e en 
December 18, 1944 at about noon . I stopped the SP\7 and 
fired five shots with my 0.8 pistol at the two civilians who 
,rorked in the garden. They were at that time about 5 nietera 
f'rom m_y SPW. To be abl e to shoot I stood up f'rom my drive r 1s 
seat s o that I reached with the upper portion of my body out 
of the SPW. 

"The two civilians were of medium age, maybe 40-45 yaars 
old and were about to pick up t he groun d with apades . As we 
stopped, both of them came running towards our SPW, apparent
ly to find out what we wanted . I a imed with m:f' pi stol and 
fired first two shots at t he civilian who stood to tbe left 
as seen fran me . Thereby I aimed at the heart and I eaw how 
this man was hit and fell dead to the ground. Now the 
second one wanted to ~ away, which I concluded ae he 
started to turn around , his hands extended hori.zontal.l.y, I 
aimed at his ches t and shot and hit him on the aide ae I 
could see by his movements . This man still turned slowly 
a r owtd a litt l e more showing me his back . As he was etill 
standing up , yet apparently al.ready hit and shaky, I shot 
a second shot in hie ba ck whe reby I aim.ed at t he l eft si de 
of his back to hit the heart . Aleo this ehot wae a hit and 
t his civilian fell like struck by lightning . I fired 
another shot at this man aiming at hie head ae he lay a,, the 
growtd. 

"Both civiliana were doubtlesa dead immediately. 

"The first one had reached for hia heart , already 
af'ter the firat shot and while he did that I fired a secood 
shot 1n hia heart and I concl uded and saw clearly f'rom the 
manne r they fe l l to the ground and lay there and also the 
parta of' the body I hit , that both v:ere dead. 

"Immediat ely af'ter I had stopped shooting, Rottf 
WITI'WER called to me , "Go on - we have no time", thereupoo 
I d.l"ove on. 
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"The crew of my SPW cm.aisted at trntt time ot the 
tollowillg people: · 

Rottt KURT WITT"liER (Panzer Leader)
st11l'Dl. OI» JASSEN (Flack achutH II) 

" • ~TOCK (Flack schutaa I) 
Rott! Gt!NTflER HEINRICHS (S,D,G,) 

and I. 

"No me except I shot at this occaeicm. 

"To make my etatennt better \Dl.derstood I m;yeelf ban 
made a drawing and attach it to this statement. 

11Cn this, No. 1, indicates the house cm the right-hand 
dde of the etreet (it had one s tory, waa of bricks and 
brick-red). No. 2. indicates the ga rden f ence, which was 
about 1 meter high and made out of wood elate. No. 3. ie 
the civilian who I shot tiret. No. 4. is the civilian lfhom. 
I shot right after No. 5. i the SPW. No. 6. I, Iey'sel!, in 
the SPW. No. 7. is the garden. No . 8 . is the arrow which 
indicates our direction we drove. 

11 The first time I shot at American priecnere of war dur
ing this offensive, was in LA GLEIZE, on a wall near the 
church. Thie 'WB.8 on or about the 21st December 1944, s ane 
afternoon I figure it was to,rarde 3 o 1 clock. 

11 At this t ime, we just entered LA GLEIZE. I saw stand
ing, at our right-hand side along the wall, about 20-25 
American prisoners of war. They all wore American uniforma. 
Aa tar as I remember, no one wore an overcoat; they wore the 
American field jacket s . All had steel helmets and held their 
hands raised up above their steel helmets. All Americans 
were unarmed. The Jcorner in which the American prisoners 
stood was a little off f r an the directioo we were heading 
!or. I rode to the prisoners as I saw the prisoners and 
s t opped in £root of _them. I ciidn it sta rt the shooting at 
this occasion. However, I drove up to t he pris oners with-
out the orde r to do s o, because I was ce rtain they -were suir 
posed t o be shot. The moment I stopped about 5 me t.e r a in 
front of the prisoners , Rottf KURT Wiffl/ER our Panzer Com
mander, started to shoot int o the prisoners wit h his M. P~ 
Thereupon I drew my own 0. 8 pistol and fired a whole magazine, 
8 shots , into t he American prisoner s or war . I started t o 
s hoot maybe three oecoods after WITI'WE1l, for it took that 
length of time to shirt gear and pulling the hand-brakes. 
U;y pistol was ready for shooting . WI'IT1'lER hadn 1t given me the 
order to shoot at the pr iecners nor had anybody el se given me 
an order to do that . HOlf8ver, I i!law \'IIT'l'WER shoot and I just 

shot t oo. 11 

HR, THON: That 1a all , 

LAW MEMBER : I,et the record show t hat from this point a,. 

the statement is uneigned. 



MR. ELOIIITZ: (oont_inued reading) . 

"I remained seated at tbie shooting becauae I had parked 
the SPW in such a position that I could shoot at the 
priec:nera through the opening in front of me. 

"When I started to shoot, the m.jority or priaonere 
stood etill up and only a few had already° fallen to the 
ground, after the first ahota ot WI'IT#ER. I don't know 
how many priac:nera of war I killed with these 8 ehota, be
cause alao others from my SPW started to shoot right after 
nm and soon thereafter everybody from my Panzer started \o 
ahoot and two other SPVl'a started to shoot at the priaonerl!I . 
I can only recall the American who stood nearest ncy- slit 
and at whoee heart I aimed my tiret two shots and fired. Ha 
ne of etout. strong build, wore a field jacket with a zipper 
and had a belt on, but waa unarmad. I saw this man fall for
ward tlllder my ehota, 

"I fired the next six shots into t he bllllch of the other 
prisonera of war who were closely grouped together, of llhich 
a part were still standing up and one part lay already on 
t he ground. All that happened very quick and I doo tt knOlt' 
any more at whom I fired these remai.ning six rounds. Solely 
the picture how thie stout strong American standing nearest 
me coll apsed af'ter my fir8t two shots is in my memory. 

11 ! have prepared two drawings for better cl a rification 
of these shootings which I atta ch to this etatement. 

11The one with II indicated gives a general layout of 
t he place of the shooting of these prisoners of war in LA 
GLEI ZE. Number l on this drawing indicates · t he prisoners . 
No . 2. t he Church. No. 3. the wall by which the prisonere 
of vrar stood. No. 4. i s the school building which served 
as V. P. No. 5 i s our SPW. No . 6. MU's SPW. No. 7 . 
direction arrow. 

"Sketch Number III shows the same scene however in a 
s maller scale . o,. this one No . l. indicates t he prismers, 
No. 2 . t he Church , No . 3. the wall . No. 4. our SF',·1, No . 5 . 
I , ~el f . No . 6 . WITl"ilER, No. 7. the prisoner at whom I 
shot fi r st , No . 8 . direction arrow. 

11 This drawing (III) shows the position m:t. my SPU was 
parked, a littlo diagonally at the farthest right side of 
the street . 

"Rau's SP'.'/ 1: haven it represented any more on this draw
ing as to my estimation he stopped about 5 to 10 meters 
behind me . Shooting at the pris aiers started alao from 
RAU is SPW, while our SPW waa still shooting . RAU 1 a SPW 
began to shoot shortly after WiffilER had opened fire , at 
about t he same time as I . 

"Approximately 50 mete r s befor e I pulled my SPl'l en 
t he side of the r oad at the indicated place, several shots 
were fi r ed some place to the right fran the SPW behind me 
( RAU Is SPIV). The fire was not ained at the prisoners we 
shot shortly before . I dcn 1t know if they were aimed at 
other priscners . 



() 

() 

"A.t'ter a atop of about altogether three minutes, 
WI'lTHER said "Come on, let ts go" and I started off. Dur
ing these three minutes, with the exception of short 
intervals, thare was ccntinuoua shooting into the Americana, 
w1th machine-guns, machine pistols, rif],es and pistols. I 
tey"aelf, however, did not fire an,- more after my- first •1ght 
ro\Ulda. 

"I saw fran my nhicle at thie place, Rottf KURT 
WIT'l"/IER shoot into the prisoners. To my- estimation he 
fired about 64 row,ds, a magazine hae 32 rounds. I saw 
him fin quite a lot and I know for certa.in that he once 
reloaded. I eaw sturmann OLAF JASSEN at 'this place tire 
several shots into the prisoners. In my- Htimation there 
were about 5 ehote. 

"I also heard someone slae from my SP\7 shoot into the 
prisoners. As much ae I can recollect they were shote from 
an automatic rifle. Later, the same day in the afternoon 
our Flack Schutze STOCK told me that he had also shot at the 
prisoners at the wall in LA GLEIZE. I did not see STOCK 
shooting because I could only see WIITifER and JASSffl from 
my seat. HEINRICH.S , SOO, did not shoot. I not only didn't 

hear it fire, I also know that he didn't have a weapco and 
he never participated in ehooting. 

11The next shooting of American prisoners of war in 
which I participated was our sharpshooting at about 8 
prisoners of war . 

11 Cn Decentier 23rd. 1944 we parked our SPW on a hill in 
the woods at the edge of LA GIEIZE. We couldn't proceed at 
that time because we had run out of gasoline . It was during 
the morning and I was over at Rottf THEO DUTSCHKE I s SP't'I 
which was the vehicle of the company coomander. While I was 
talking to DUTSCHKE , DUTSCHKE said to me 11 Come on, -we can 
bump oft a few again. 11 At the same time he pointed at about 
8 American prisoner s of war who stood about 40 meters away 
near the loth Company. until then I hadn't noticed the 
prisoners and apparently DUTSCHKE only now also noticed them, 
as he said the above worde to me . Thereupon we interrupted 
our conversation and went over to the prisoners to shoot 
them. 

nUntersch . OSWAI.D SIEGl.!UND already at about 5 meters 
distance called to ue as we came closer to the prisonera, 
11 Fastor , don tt you want to participate?11 

"NOlf several roon of the lotb Company asked two other 
men of the lath company "What should we do with them? 11 

whereupon one of the two men who were asked answered 11You 
can do with them what you want to" These two men of the 
l oth Company who had thusly asked, had apparently taken 
t hese prisoners . 

"At that time the prisoners stood lined up facing w, 
with their backs agaUlat the i,loping terrain. They all wore 
American unifonns and a.ga.in all had the steel helmet on. 
All held their hands about thei_r heads and all were Wl&rmed. 

http:certa.in
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•h-S Rottt THEO DUTSCHKE without an order being given was the 

first one to Utt hie rifle to aiJD at t he priemere. At 
th11 instance, Rottt HEINZ SCH"l'TARZ, 11th Company, 1st 
Platoon called "Wait a lll0CD8nt, let•• do a little sharp
ohooting.• 

"To this propoeal we started tha eb&rpahooting at the 
Americana by bumping off one atta r the other and by each 
one of ue shooting at · the prbmer we had placed ii.I in 
front of. 

"We stood in a row oppoeite the prbmere looking trca 
the left to the right we stood as follows: Rott! THEO 
DUSCHKE with a rifle, I o.a pistol, Unterech CB\'IALD SIF.GMIJND, 
pi8tol, Rat.tr HEINZ SCHWARZ, )4.Pi. 11 -

(Whe reupon the statemsnt was read in German by the inter

pret er.) 



0 

QUESTictlS BY PROOECUTION, (MR . ELCJIUTll) 

Q Lt. Perl, I hand you a statement which has been identified 

as the statement or Am.d Freiruth and direct yrur attention - that is 

Prosecution Exhibit P-lll~, and direct your attention to the four 

ske tches attached there to and ask you whoz,e signature appears there 

on, if any? 

A It ie Arvid Frei.muth 1a signature and he signed it 1n my 

presence . 

Q I direct your attention to the las t paragraph of Freimuth I e 

statement which is Prosecution Exhibit P-114 and ask you whether 

Freimuth stated to you o~ally t he names of other perpetrators in the 

so cal.l ed target practice shooting, other than the names he Md written'l 

A Yes. He continued telling me who waa in the firing line 

next · to Heinz S0hwartz • 

Q Can you recall the names? 

A Yes , I can . 

Q State them? 

,. To the right of Schwa.rt:!!, according to Freimuth, WcUS 

Theo nauh. 

Q Do you kn.aw whether the Theo Rauh r eferred to by Freilm.ith 

is the accused in this tria1? 

A Yes . 

Q Will you turn to your l e!t and identify Theo Rauh? 

A He is ""ariJlg number 47. 

DEFENSE CWNSEL: Uay it please the Court , we would like 

to interpose an objection as to this testiaiony, and to the test1mon;y 

o! a deceased party in t lrl.s matter as to the identity o! people . 

We have absolutely no rrrounds to combat the evidence which they might 

testify t o . 

(Perl- redirect) 
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llR. ELCWITZs May it please the Court, the lfitness has 

been testifying to a conversation that he personally had . He i1!1 

subject t o cr o,::s examination as to any part of the conversatica that 

he has testUied about . I am 1¢ng a predicate for a more certain 

identity of Theo Rauh who was mentioned by the deceased to the witness. 

CAPT. NARVIDi Since it involves a man in wh.1.ch I am 

personally interested - not personally bu'b since I repr esent him 

I want to add this, i n addition to the above , this i s .not being 

submitted as a dying declaration nor is it an admission against interest 

and therefore ther e is no bas i s for its admission into evidence . 

LAW MEMBER , By the Court : Was this conver s a tion you 

had in the presence or any of the accused? 

THE WITNFSSi No, si r . 

LAW MEMBER : Very well. 

PRF.SI DENT : The ob j ection is sustained. 

MR . ELG:/ITZ: Do I unders tand the objection is sus t ained 

for any of the conversation between the deceas ed and the 'Witness or just 

t he matter of the i dentif ication of the ot her accus ed? 

LAW MDABER : Any- conver sation between t he deceased and 

this lfitness not in t he pr esenee of any of the accused . That is a 

cl ear ntl.e of evidence . 

J:IR • EW,YI 'l'Z r You may cr oss examine . 

PROOECUTI0N 1 Jus t one moment before cross examination 

starts . 

MR . ELCMITZ r )lay it please the Court , I just have two 

questions . 

QUESTIONS BY ffiOSECUTION 1(MR , ELO:\'ITZ) 

Q Lt. Perl, do you knCJW' what Company Arvid Freinlt h bol ooged.? 

A Yes , he belonged to the llth Company of the Second Panzer. 
Grenadier .Regiment, LSSAJ!. 

(Perl- redirect) 



Q Do you know what C~, Theo Rauh, the accused belonged 

to? 

A Yee . To the same Company. 

MR. ELOWITZ: You may examine . 

RECROSS EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE, (LT, COL, SUTTOO) 

Q Lt . Perl, how many times did you question Freimut h? 

A Several t imes , I don I t r ecall the exact number . 

Q I believe you t est.ificd previously - perhaps I can put 

the questioo, when was the f irst time you questioned him? 

A I would say it was about January 1946 . 

Q What time in January did that take pl ace ? 

A I can't say that but probably in the early part . 

Q Do you r ecall who was present at that ques tioning? 

A No, I do not . 

Q If I should mention the name of Fritz Rau, could yon toll 

me whether he was there or not? 

A This was not the first interrogation, this was not in 

January. 

Q Was Herbert Stock present at the first interrogation? 

A None of the accused was present at the first interroeati on . 

At this time we didn ' t kno,r anyth:1.ne yet, we were just out on a fishing 

tour . 

Q Perhaps Mr. 
0 

Thon was present at eome of the interrogations . 

\'fas he present at the fir:it one? 

A He might have been at the first interrogati on. 

Q You do not r ecall defi nitely •lither he was th....re or not? 

A Do, I do not . 

(Perl- recro.sa) 
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Q What date was the second interrogation? 

A l'lhose inteITogation? 

Q The second interrogation by ycu ot Freimuth? 

A It was one or two months l ater, I can 1 t state the exact 

date. It was after Stock had pointed hie hands at Freimuth. 

Q Could that second examination have been on the 12th of 

January? 

J. I t might have been but I believe it, was later . 

(: Q Do you r ecall interrogating Frcilrru.th 1n the early day s 

of March?0 
A I am sorry, I cannpt ,r ec~ the dates . 

Q Lt., you have testified that you questioned him in tho 

first of January and then a e;ain about two months l ater . 

A I believe tha.t tho confrontation with Stock and Fritz 

Rau and the confession took pl o.ce somotimo in March. 

Q Ncm, in addition to Stock and Fritz Rau, there were two 

people there dressed as Belr;iana , were there not? 

FROOECU'l'IC!l: Will you pl ease designate Fritz Rau or 

Theo Rauh in your examination? 

LT. cot. SUTTONi That is Fritz Rau. I f the Court pl ease 

it might be well to correct the record .further . I believe the 110rClll , 

"Theo Rauh" were used before on the other side . 

PROOECUTICfi t Which one are you re!'err.ing to? 

LT. COL . SUTTON : Fritz Rau . 

TJ!S WITNESS , No1 sir . 

QIJESTIO!lS BY IJEFENSE1 (LT, COL. SUTTON) 

Q At a later interroe;ation, when Freimuth and Stock were 

present, is it uot a !'act that two men, appearing as Belgians, were 

pr Sant? 

(Perl-rQcrolls ) 
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.l Not when I wa., present. 

Q Waa there anyone there that represented t hemselves t o 

be Americana? 

A I do not exactly understand your question . 

Q In addition to yourself' and thoae already aamed, was 

there anyone else pres ent who could have appeared to be Belgians ? 

A Not a.a to my knowl edge . 

Q Do you r ecall turning t o Mr . Thon and s aying , "Mr • Chief 

Prosecutor, if I were you I would turn Freim.tth over to the Belgi ans"? 

A I don' t remember but it is possible that I said something 

like that . 

Q Now, at t hat t i me , didn't two people dressed a., Bel gi anB 

come into the cell? 

.A I don 1t remember it , 

Q Did you hear Mr . Thon yelling to Freimuth to keep his 

mouth, Freil!Dlth1 s mouth shut? 

A I might have heard but I don 1t remember it . 

Q Do you. recall hearing Freimuth moaning and groaning? 

A No. 

Q Do you recall that Freimuth waa beaten before that 

interrogation? 

A No, sir . 

Q Do you r ecall threaterd.ng t o turn Freimuth over t o the 

Bele:ians for a short trial procedure? 

A. I don 't remer.lber it . 

Q You have mentioned two interrogations, the first in January 

and the l!lecond in March, when wae the next interrogation? 

A Right after having been confronted with Stock and Fritz Rau 

he confessed. 

(Perl- recrosB) 
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Q .lfter theH questions has your memory been refreshed 

sufficiently to give the date of that interrogatim? 

A I can't give the date but it mat have been one or two 

days before this statement was made , before the written statement was 

made. 

Q 01' your own knowledge , do yru lcna.J whether anyone el se 

questioned Freinnlth besides yourself and Jlr . Thon? 

A I don 1 t knCM'1 from January up to March he waa neglected, 

he was not interesting . 

Q What datG was this alleeed confesoion which has been 

admttted in evidence, made? 

A The day befor e he conmdtted suici de . 

Q At what time and what date did he commit suicide? 

A. I don 1 t lau:"' by heart . I have it in my notes . 

L'r. COL. SU'f'l'OM : ilith t he permission of t he Court, may 

the witness refresh his memory by referrlng to his notes? 

ffi.ESIDENT: He may• 

THE Wi rnESS : (Referring to notes) On the 6th of !larch. 
) 

QUESTiotlS BY DEFENSE : ( LT , COL, SUTTotl ) 

Q No,r, on the 6th of llarch when you int err~ ated him, who 

el.fie was there? 

A Cn the 6th of March I "118 all abne , 

Q Were you alone the entire time during the interroGation? 

A Ct:!. the 6th ot March, yes . 

Q Do you kn°" whether or not anyone else entered that cell 

that d...? 

J.. Somebody might have entered and l ott right away. 

Q What time did you eo into the cell on the 6th of March? 

A. I couldn't recall this . 

(Perl- recross) 



Q Do you recall how long you otayed in the cell? 

A Ye1r. I eta.yed until apprc:rd.mately 6 1 1clock in the 

afternoon because - I lmow this because I interrupted dictating the 

atatement in the evening. 

Q Did you dictate 1 t direct to Freimuth? 

A Yes. From my not'!s. 

Q Could you give us an estimnte ot how much time it would 

take, in view of the l ength of that statement? 

A I belieft I started right after lunch. 

Q Did :rou l eave the cell at aey time between when you 

entered and started the i nterrogation and wh1:1n you concluded as you s ay, 

at six o 1clocki 

A Yee , I did. 

Q HO'lr Jt'lalzy' times did you l eave? 

A I don 1 t know how o1'ten but I remember that I had somebody 

on the same day, in the afternoon, to interrogate and then I was 

sorry I didn 1t finish Freimuth: 

Q Do you know whether anyone went into the cell whil e you 

nre out? 

A No, sir J I cannot knOW' that. 

Q Getting back to the fir st interrogation, what was his 

physical appearance'l 

A You mean the one probably in January? 

Q That is correct. 

A Nothing extra ordinary. He waa stout With brown hair . 

Q Did he appear to be in a good ph;ysical cond.1tion? 

A I don ' t recall t hat,sir. 

Q Can you r ecall ~s condition on t he 6th of March? 

A He was very •m:ried, but more I couldn ' t recall i t . 

(Perl.-recr oss ) 



Q Did yru observe whether he cont:lnued writing after you 

left or notT 

A I know that he tiniehed part of thi• firing line, the laat 

paragraph wae 1rritten when I wu not present and it was not dictated by 

me. I told him, "Now, write the firing line" and then I left. 

Q Was anyone else in the cell during the afternoon of the 

6th, except yourseli and Freinuth? 

MR. ELO.'IITZt Y~ it pl ease the Court, the Witness has 

answered t hat question pr eviooel y . Object to the question . The 

lfitneas has s tated previou~l.y that he didn 1 t know-. 

LT. COL . SUTTON r Strike the question . 

QUESTI OIIS BY DEFEIISE: (LT. COL . SUTTC!I ) 

Q Did you hear Freimuth stq this : "One drew a per jury i'rom. 

me . I cannot ~o on 11ving11 , short l y after you l eft the cell? 

A No. Although he hadn 1 t 13iven any oath until then. 

Q Was t his the regualar interrogation cell that you 

ques tiated him in? 

J. Yes . 

Q Did you brine him fl-an another cell t o the interrogation 

cell? 

A Not I . 

Q Was he brought i'rom another cell to the inter rogation 

cell where you interrogated him? 

A Certainl,y• 

Q Do you know what cell he wae brought from? 

A I can1 t remember~ 

DEFENSE COONSEL : Nothing further on r ecr oss examinati on. 

Wt . ELO'.'iITZr No redirect . 

FR.:3I DENT : Any- questions by the Court? Apparentl,y not , 

the Witness ls excused. The Court will recess at this time until 

1530 hours . 

(WherellpOn f.he 1'1.tnesswq_s excused and tha Court recessed at 1500.) 



• 
(Whereup_on the Court re convened a t 15}0 h ours.) 

PRESID~'NT 1 The Court •111 come to order . 

PROO ECUn ON: If the Cour t pl eeee , let the rocord show that all 

me::ibers of the Courti dl membera of the Prosecution; ell members o!' t he 

Defense, with the exception of Ur . Strong, -who is aick in t he hospital , 

and Mr . Walters, Dr . Rau end Dr . Pfiator, "ho are absent on bu& inoea of 

the Defense1 al l of the defend ,mt s , e.nd the r eporter are present, 

If the Court pl esr.e , _ t here is ari interpreter t o be swo rn . 

(Wher eupon Charl os Fiel ds, a United Sta ton c ivilh:1, wu 1n ,orn 11& 

an inte r preter ,) 

CAPr, SRUMACKER , Tho Prosecution recalls Uk', florris El owit:. , 

1.mRRIS ELCN1ITZ , recalled ae a witt:. ess fat· the Prosecution , testifbd 

further through an i n te rpreter ae follows, 

REOI'IBCT EXAHINATION ( Continuad) 

QUESTIO!-IS BY FROSECUTIOU (Cttpt . Shumnckor ) : 

~ Mr . El owitz, you ore r c1r.inclad you a.re :!!till under oat.h . 

A Yes , !lir . 

~ Du.r i ng your int orrogationa a t I P Mo, 2 , Sci.IY'aebisch Ile.11 , di d 

you ha ve ooe esion to i nte rrogate one Rudo l f Sehwambe.ch? 

A Yes . 

~ . Would you know Sohwlll!lbaoh if you uw him again t 

A Yea. 

~ 1\ill ycu lo.:,}~ at the eocuaed on your lett and atste whet':lar or 

not Rudolf Schwe.mbs.ch la amon g thoH pr esent. 

A He is, and he la woaring no . 56, 

PRESIDE:.-JT : He , 55 , stand up . -~ fli t doftTl . 

CAPT . SHUMACKER : The Prosecution hends the reporter a !ltatement 

and reques ts that it be n:nrked Proseoutioti Zxh:lbtt No . P-118 ror I dentit-

icc.bi on . 

{Tiheireupon the docu:nen t r ef rred to was marked Proaecut i:>n Exhibit 

!!o . P- 118 for J,dentitioation by the r ei,ort.:Jr .) 

Q I he1.J y:,u Pr-.:,aC!IA)Jtion E:tbtbit N,:i . P- 118 tor Identlf1cation Pc:.ld 

ask you to ide;,tify i t ii' :fJU c an. 
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A It is the 'llritten end aignod stat cir.en t of Rudolf Schw&mbach. 

~ 19'!1.o that statement written in your pr enenoe? 

A Yes. 

Q. Was the stat er.ten t made voluntarily? 

A Yos . 

·Q Ol d you O!tlp loy i,.ny foroe or throets t o ebb.in that st~t ament f 

A No . 

q Did you insl,e any promitleB to obtnin t he stntement f 

A No , 

Q Was the stnt~r.isnt sworn t o ? 

A Yes , 

Q Wh o admini_s terod t hs oath? 

A Lt. Perl . 

Q I s the t .s ts t eirent s i e;ned by t he um-, Rudolf Schwamb e.ch yo u ha ve 

j ust i dentified as '#leering no . 56' 

A Yet1 . 

CAPT , SHUMACKER t The Pros ecu t ion oftur 11 i n e•Tidence its exh ibit 

ma rked P- 11B .for Identifi cat i on, r eques t s the t i t be a t tMhed to the r e

cord and marke d Prosecut ion Exhibit No . P- 118 . 

LT. COL. D'TJ!NELL 1 The Defense ob j ects t o the evidence on t he 

grounds pr e viously statsd . 

FRESID E!!T 1 The objection is over r ul ed, The ex.liibit offered by the 

Prosecut ion ·1& admitted in evidence ond will be ma r-ked Prosecution Exhibit 

No , P- 118 . 

(Whe r eupon the docl.D"lant r eferred to , h<\vlng predousty been mflrl>o,d 

and i.rlentified , was r eceived in l'lvi1ence as Prosecution Exh:lblt no . P- 118 , 

is a t tached to t he record and made a pa r t ho r eo f.) 

CAPT. SffiJMACKb1t 1 rho Proeecut l on oi'fers in evidence II true and 

c or r ect Entl ish trana'lA.tion of itc exhibit P-11B, r equests that i t be 

atto.ched to the r ecord and marked Prouc ution Exhihlt No . P- 118•A. 

DEFEtTSE: 110 objection. on beafllf :,f the Defonee . 

(Elowit& - Red irec t ) 



PRE:3IOENT1 i,,,e r e being no objection, t he exh.lbit offered by the 

Prosecution ia admitted in evidence and ,rill be marked Proeeoution Rx.. 

hiblt No, P•ll8-A, 

(Whoreupon the do cument referred to ,raa marked and received in 

evidt,noe as Procecution Exhibit No. P-ll8...A nnd ii attached to the r ecord 

and made a part hereof . ) 

CAPT, SHufMCKER I Tho Prosecution requee ta permission to read i t11 

Exhibits P-ll8 t1.nd P-11 8 • ,L 

PRES !O~NT: Gra nted, 

{Whereupon Prosecution Exhibit No, P-11 8 - A was reed t o t hfll Court, u 

fo llows 1) 

"I, Rudolf SCHWAJ,ffiACH , SS Unterscharfuehrer, after being 
duly sworn , make t he f ollowing s tnte,nenta unde r oath1 

"In December 194h a t t he t ime of t he EIFEL offenRive , I 
we.a a member of the 1st pl atoon {KWK (T, N, : guns mounted on 
truck) of the 12 th Cornpo.ny , 3rd {Armored ) Battalion , 2nd Pan
zer Grenadier Regiment 1 LSSAH 1 , 

11My platoon leader 1'1'88 Oberachar fuehrer PFALZER, My 
comp any conmander was HaUDtaoharfuehre r Joohen THIELE, l wu 
fl gun commande r of a K,Yr . K. SFYf. Late in t he evening of 15 
December 1944, I can not recall t he exact time , Hauptschar
fuehrer THIELE aaaembl 11d the company and gave a short speech . 
I do not remember any more everything he t!l.lked • beJii• but I 
r emembsr that he said that in the offensive whbh waa to begin 
the next day, we should shoot down eflrything. That -we ahall 
r ut hlessly proce~d under a ll ciroumstancea and that no priaon
orn of war \Ifill be taken. I now knew from the speech of 
Ha.uptacherfuehrer THIELE that I coul d shoot down prisoners of 
1Jar without having to fear punishment from my snperior officers. 

"In the afternoon of the 22 December 19~, I do not re 
call the exac t time any more , rr~ p latoon waa a t LA GLEIZE , 
While I • na at LA GLEIZE I shot an American prhoner of war. 
I ha\•e prepared a aketoh • hlch shows the exact spot whe r e I 
waa 1tanrling, ant! ,rhere the .Ame r -loan prisoners of wsr ware 
whel'1 this ahcnting took plflce, Thia sketch I have attached 
to my statement . As shown on m.y sketch, I 1tood ln front of 
t~e door of a house u indieatod on ncy- eYIJtch u n1.1mber 5 
and on t he right of 111e stood Sturmmann Gunthl) r WEI SS , als o 
from my platoon , and on t he left of me , near the • indow of 
the houae, •sa f onner Rottonf'uehrcr (now Unter •charfuehrer) 
Axel RODENBURG , al 10 from m:y platoon , 

"Directly on the other aide of the ,treat, 88 ahawn on 
m.y 1ketch , 3 Americt1.n priaonara of war {numb.r~d 1, 2 and 3) 
came from behind and between the 2 houae• and walked ,1ong
•ide the house towarde the door , I kne1' that these were 
blerica na bec11\11e they 1Jore Amw1 ~an unifarma. They did not 
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carry arms and I do not r'"cmem.ber any more if fl.t that time 
they ha.d folded thei r hands behind their necka or over theY 
hdmete. But I do remember that a t that time they were pri
aonera of wllr becauu they had the i r hands reilled and were 
unanned. I heard 1ome abouts , 1 Bump them off. 1 At once I 
brought my machine pistol into fir ing posi tion. aimed at the 
primner who ii indicated on my al~ toh as number 2 . and de 
livered one or two burate of fire. At the aaJM time I noticed 
that aleo Bturnmann WEISS , who waa standing on my right , de 
livered one or two burats of fire with hi s machine pistol at 
the pris oners . Though I do not know at which prisoner he sho t . 

"Rottenfuehrer RODElffiURG, who wu 111.t the window of the 
house, shot with hie pistol. I do not remember any more how 
many shots RODENBURG fired. I uw the bullets of "1r13 machine 
pistol hit the American et whom I had aimed, i nto the head and 
into the ohest. I ssw the Americsn whom I had hit and als o 
the prisoner of war indicated by number l p lunge to the ground . 
The Arear ican p ris oner of 'Wl!r indicated on my ske tch with num
ber 3 re.n into the h ouse , llnd I do not know •hat happened with 
him any further. I did not "'!l.lk ove r to exo.mine t he pr iaoner 
whom I had ehot , aa I t ook 1 t for ennted that he was dead . 
But I paued him within 2 t o 3 meters and in the manner i n 
which he wae lying, I took it for granted that h e was dol!l.d. 
The prisoner of war indice1ted on my sketch with number l alao 
was l ying in such a position ou the e; r ound that I el so took 
it f or gr anted that he was dead. 

nwn.ne we were shooting at the prisoners of war in the 
!nflnner I have just described, I uw the German gua rd turn 
around the corner of the house . I eetima te the.t he was about 
8 met8re behind the prisone r of war. iYhen we started wi th the 
shooting I did not see the guard, I eetimate the distance 
bet..,,-een the place whore I we,e atl!lnd i nr:, and t he plMe where t he 
prisoners of war were at t he time I uho t at about 12 m. 

"I me.Je thta statement, con s i ating of 5 pages and one 
11ketch vol untarily without coe rcion. threa ts, or promise of 
re..,ard . I swear before God t hat the atstementa in this depo
ai tion a.re true • 

/a/ Rudolf SCHWA!..'BACH 
SS tJnterschsrfuehr er 
11 April 1946 

"1'1 tneased: 
Rnpht1.el SmJUACKER 
Capt CMP 

"Sworn to and subscribed to before me this 
eleventh day nf April 19L6 at Sohwabhch 
Rall Germany 

(sizned) Williern R, PERL 
lat Lt. M.I. 0-555149 
Invea tigator-Exa,ntner 
W.c ,B. USFET" 

(Whereupon the etaternent was read in German by Mr , Thon . ) 

CAPT. SHUllACl('ER1 The Proaeeution offers in evidence an afl'idRvit 

executed by the accu•~d Rudolf Sohwambach. identifying the photograph 
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of the accu!Jltd Rodenburg , requests that it be fl.ttached to th e r ecor d end 

marked Prosecution Exhibit No . P-11B-B. 

DEFENSE , On behalf of the Defense, t h1:1 re ia no objection to the 

picture affidavit or neceaaity for reading the aame , and it is further 

stipulated that the photograph ia that of the sceuaed Rodenburg . 

PRESIDENT, There being no objeotion , the exhibit offered by the 

Proaec,ution is admitted i n evidence e.nd will be marked Proaeoution Exhibit 

No , P•llB•B, 

(Whe r e}'Pon the d ocument r eferred t o was marked and rece ived in evi

dence as Prosecution Exhibit no . P- 118- B and ill attached to the rec'o rd 

and made a part hereof.) 

Q Mr . Elowiti , did you have occasion , at IP No. 2 , to inter r o-

gate one Guenther Weis? 

A Yes. 

Q Would you know Guenther We 11!1 if you saw him again T 

A Yes . 

Q la he among the aocuaed present! 

A Yes , he is , end he ill ~eeir i ng no . 71, 

PRESIDENT: No . 71, stand up , -- Sit down . 

Q Did Guenther Weis, whom you have just identified, make a 

statement t o you? 

A Ye a . 

Q Was t hat an ora l or written atatementf 

A First an oral statement , then it was reduced to writing by 

Guenther Weis , dictated by m~ . 

CAPT' , SffiJ'l,.JACKER1 The Proaeoution h11nda the reporter a wrtttan in-

strument and r equea ta t hat 1t be marked Exhibit P-119 for J dentiticati on . 

(V,The reu;-on the doour.eut referred to was marlred Prosecution Exhi bit 

No . P-119 f o1· I dent ification 'by t he reporter. ) 

Q I hand you Prosecvtion' f exhibit marked P-119 for Identifica-

tion and ask you to 1CentU:'y" 1 t , :I r you can. 



A It is the written o.nd signed statement of Guenther Weis . 

Q Is that t he u,me Guenther Weis you have just identified l'l.8 

we Ar i ng no . 71? 

A Yes. 

Q Was that s ts tement made vo luntarily? 

A Yes, 

Q Di d you employ any foroe or cruel or harsh t reatment to obtain 

thRt statement? 

A No , 

Q Di d you make nny promiso & to obta in the s tatement? 

A No . 

Q. Wa s the s t •tement sworn to? 

A Yes. 

Q Who admini s te r ed the oath? 

A Capt, Shurru\cker , 

CAPT . s:rm-!fli_CKER 1 The Pr oseoution offers in evidence i.ts exhibit 

mo.rked P- 119 fo1· I dent ification , r equests that i t be attached to the r e

cord snd ma rke d Prosecuti on Exhibit No . P-119 , 

T, COJ,, DWINELL I The Def enae objects to t he evidence on the 

gr ounds p r evious l y sta ted . 

PRES IDE. T: The objection i a overruled , Tho exhibit off(lred by the 

Proaeotition i s admitted in evi dence an-I l'fi 11 be msrked Prosecution Ex

htbit Ho , P- 119 , 

(Whereupon the docunent r efer red to , havln{l; previously been marlred 

and identified , was reoet "'d in evidence u Prosecution Exhibit No. P-119 

and ii attached to the record and made a pert hereof . ) 

CJiJ'T. SHtn.t!CKE~ : The Prosecution offe r s in evidence a tn.i.e md 

corr ect English tnnslntlon of Exhfoit P-119 , requests t h8t it be 8t

tached to t he r ecord and marked Prosec1..tiQn Exhibit No . P- 119 -Ji, 

DEFENSE: No objection on behalt" or the Defepse , 

PRE3IDEtlT: Thero be1q; no objection, the exhibit offered by thf! 



Prosecution ia admi tted in evidence •nd •ill be marked Pro aeout1on Ex

hibit No . P- 119 -A. 

(Whereupon tho document referred to •as marked e.nd received i n avi 

donoe &.a Proaec,1tion Exhibit No . P- 119- A and ia attached to t he record 

end ,made a pe.rt her eof,) 

CA.PI'. SHUt!ACKERt The Pr osecu tion r equests pe r miasion to r ead i ta 

exh:1.bit a P-119 end P- 119 -A. , 

PRESIDENT: Granted. 

(Whersupon Prosecution Exhibit No , P- 119 - A was read to t ho Cour t , aa 

f ollows i) 

"I, Sturmmann Guenther WEIS , bei ng duly swo r n mako t he 
following sh temont under oath1 

" In De cember 191.t4 , ll t the t Lr..e of t he EIFEL offens ive , 
I 1'1as e me:nber of t ho 2nd platoon , 12th corupeny , Ill bat
telior. , 2nd SS Pz Gr enadie r Regimant , LSS A.H . 

"I was gun comrn.emle r of a Kffl{ -SPW ( solf pr opelled gun: 
Trana, note ) . 

" J.ty p le. toon l e ade r W!I.B Obers chnrf ue hr er PFALZER . My 
cornpsny commende r was Hauptscherfuehr.,r Joo.ch1rn THI ELE. 

"On 22 December 194J~. my platoon was i n LA GLEIZE. In 
the !lfternoon we recoived heevy artillery f :I r s and between 
3 t o 4 0 1 clock in the afte rnoon I shot 11t an American pris oner 
of war, I heve prepared a. sYotch and nt t ached it her eto , I t 
ahov1s t h e spot whe r e I a tood whe r e t he Ame r icRn pris one r s of 
we.r Wlilke d whe n t ho shooting took place. I stood at t hs spot 
indicated by number 4 on my sketch end OberechRrf uehrer VOG T, 
company t r oop leader , stood e t th8 spot lndic!lted by number 
5. At t he other aide of the etreet I noticed three AmericM. 
prieoners of wa r who came around the corner of the houso . I 
knew they were Americans because they wore Areerioan uniforms; 
as far RS I could see they cerried no •eapona, and ea I r e
coll now, they had their h1mc! a e ither onr their helmet, or 
behind their heeds . Thoy ••lked faot and I coul d see that 
they were prisoners of wa r on a.ccount of the menner they held 
their hoods t\nd on !I.CCount ot the fact th8t they oerriad no 
weapons. Sevsre 1 voico1 shouted 'P.ere they come, bu.up thorn 
off1 • I brought at once my M.Pi into fir ing poai tion end 
aimed st t he American pril>'Y!"er of war indfoeted by number 3 
on rr:y sketch . I fired a burat with my M, P1 •hich consisted 
or 6 t o 7 shots . I knew that I hit the prisoner with the 
burst of rry M.Pi beoA.use he 11tage;e r ed f'orwt1 r d exo.ctly es a 
l41lll •ho is shot at . I cannot say 'Wher e I hit him, The pri
soner stumbl ed forward when I shot at him . I didn ' t see him 
11lump to the gr:l1~d because at this moment thon was IJ . G. 
fire to my left and I concentrated my entire ettentio~ in this 
direction, I also didn • t see •hat happened to the other t1'ICI 
A::ierio11n pdaonere of war. Lster , •hen 1 had a chance to look 
b~ck again, I uw a lot ef m,rman soldier• who walked around 



11.t thh place and I •aw none of the Americ an prinonera of 
war lying at t.l-i.o pboe where they wer e when I ahot a t one 
of them. I recall that other Qe nn1111n aol die re ahot at t he 
Ame r ioe.n prisoners or Wllr at t he tbne I shot at the Amer:loan 
prisoner of war , but I now don't recall any more -.ho those 
s ol die rs were or where they atood, The only one whom I re-
call with certainty ia Obereoherf uehrer VOGT -who atood near
by Ill I described befor e , but he didll 1 t ahoot . It 1a 
poss ible. but I am not aure that he we• one of them who 
ahouted 1 Here they oorne , b ump them of1' 1 • I don ' t recti. 11 i f 
Uache.. Rudolf SCHWAMBA.CH or Rttf Axel RODb"'NBURG stood nearby 
and also shot at t he pril oners of war , but i t is poHible 
that they ahot . To--day I don't r ecall too clear flny mor e 
the exact incidents of this shoot ing Ill! I hsvs deaoribed it 
because I we.s aerioue ly wounded at Chrietmu t ime and was 
then taken p r isoner . 

"I estimate the distance e.t about 8 meters between the 
two spots where I stood when I shot lit the prisoners and the 
spot wher e the prisoners of we.r we.lked. 

"I m!lk.e t his sta teme nt oon:1iating of three pages and one 
sketch voluntarily without f oroe , t hreats or promises of re 
ward. 

GUENTHER WEIS 
12 April 1946 

"Sworn to e.nd subscribed before me this 12th day of Apd 1 
1946 at Scm'1abisch Hall, Ger. 

RAF!!AEL SHtll.!ACKER 
CAPI' CMP" 

(Whereupon the atatemont we.s r eud in Germon by Mr , Thon ,) 
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DBP'BHSB OOUNSILt DettnH doH not dHir• to croH ex

tmin• the witneH at this tia•• 

PRJSIDINT: Any- question• by th• court? Apparmtly none. 

The witneae i• u.cu1ecl. 

(Whereupon the witnua was Hcueed and. reSWD.ed his seat.) 

PHOS!'£UTI0N1 It is etipulated by and betwetn the accu1Hd, 

Defense Counsel, and the Proeecution, that Proaecution 1a Exhibite 

P-4-B, P-4-C, affidavit of Dietrich, carried pictures ot the accused 

Peiper and Praiaa; that th e Prosecut i on•s Exhibits P-7-B and P- 7- C, 

affidavit of t he accused Peiper , car r ied pi ctures of the accus ed. 

Preiss and Dietrich; t hat t he Pros ecution 1s Exhibita P- 8--B and P- 8-C , 

a f fidavit of the accused Kr asner , carries pictures of the accuaed 

Dietr ich and Preiss; that Proaecution 1e Exhibit P- 9- B, affidavit of 

the accused Dietrich, car ries a pictur e of t he accu:::iad Preiss; that 

Prosecution ' s Exhibit5 P- 11- B, P- ll- C, P-ll- D, P- ll- E, P-11-F, and 

P- ll-G , aff_idavits of the accused Peiper, carcy pictures of the ac

cused Sickel , Preiss , Dietrich, Knittel , Diefenthal and Gruhle, re

spectively. Tha_t Prosecution ' s EKhibit P- 13- B, affi davit of the ac

cused Fische r , carries a picture of the accus ed Gruhle; tha.t Proeecu

tion • s Exhibits P- 14- B, P- 14- c, P-U.-D, P-14- E, aff ida.vite of the ac

cused Hennecke, carcy pictures of the accused Peiper, Gruhle , Junker, 

and Klingelhoefer, respectivelyJ that Prosecutio.-i •s Exhibits P-18-B, 

P-18-C , P-18-D, and P-18-E, affi davits of the accuBed Klingelhoefer, 

carry pictures of the accused, Peiper , Gruhle, Christ and Junker, re

spectively. 

DJ!'PE2'-JSE COUNSEL: Llutually agreed. 

PROSECUTION i The Prosecution calls its next witnesi, Rudi 

Hoppe . Captain Schumacker will present the next phase of the Prose

cution I s case . 

ii.IOI HOPFE, called as a witness tor the p~osecut ion, was 

(Stipulation ) 
( Rudi Hoppe - direct) 
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• 
sworn and te~tified thro~gh an interprater a1 folio~.. 

DIRECT EtAl!INAT ION 

QUFBTIONS BY CAPT. I HUJIA<.'Km. ~. 
Q What is your name? 

A ' Ho~pe. 

Q \fhat is your fir3t name? 

A Rudi. 

Q What grade or rank did you hol d during December 1944 and 

Janua.cy 1945? 

(! A Sturmann. 

Q ilhat company were you in at that time? 

A 9th Panzer Pi onser Company , LSSAH, l at Panzer Regiment . 

A Q Are you now a prieoner of war? 

A Yes . 

Q Did you participate in the Eifel offens i ve? 

A Yes . 

Q Who was your company commander? 

A 1st Lt . Ruin.pf . 

Q Who was your platoon leader?( 
A Unter stunntuehr er 2nd Lt. Hering. 

Q Do you remember where you were on the _31st of December 1944? 

A Yes . 

Q Where? 

A On the vra7 to Lutre Bois . 

Q 11ha.t country is tutre Boie in? 

A In the a rea of Bastogne . 

Q Is that in Belgiwn? 

A Yes . 

Q What time di d you arrive in Lut re Bois? 

A. On the night ~f Jottt, goi.qg on .:'he .31st , •f DecErnber , 1944. 

CAPT . ll,11JUACKFl!, r hand the r,porter an instrtJ.ment and 

(Hopp• - -Dir ect) 
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request that 1t be marked Ptallecution 1s Exhibit P- 120 for ident i.ti

cation. 

(Whereupon the document re!'erri,d to above was marked 

Prosecution ' s Exhibit P- 120 for Identification.) 

QUESTIONS BY CAPT • . SRUMACKJ!R: 

Q I hand you this paper which has been marked Prosecution ' s 

Exhibit No . P- 120 for Identification, and ask you to tell me what it 

is, if you know. 

A That is the town and the road towards Lutre Bois . 

Q Who drew it? 

A I did, myseU. 

Q What is shown on the drawing by a rectangle with the numeral 

1 beside it? 

A This rectangle and the nwneral l (one) , that means the 

road that pasHd at the house . 

Q Where did you stay when you were in Lutre Bois? 

A In the house. 

Q Is that the same house you have shown on here with this rec-

tangl e and numeral l ( one ) ? 

A Yes . 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: The Prosecution offers in evidence Proi,&

cution 1s EXhibit markod E,U.20 for Identification, r~uests that it be 

attached to the r ecord and marked Prosecution ' a Exhibit P-120 . 

DE?ENSE OOUNSEL: No objection at this time . We do not 

know exactly who it invol ves , and we have no objection to it . 

PRESIDENT : There being no obj ection, t ho Exhibit offered 

by the Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked P- 120 . 

(Whareupon the document referred to above having previouely 

been marked and identified was raceived in evidence as Prosecution ' s 

Exhibit P- 120, 8lld t o same is attached hereto and ma.de a part of this 

record. ) 

(Hoppe - Direct) 
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• 
CAPT . ~CKl!R: Ref'errin& ag&in to Prosecu.tion I a Exhibit 

which wae received in evidence as Proeecution 1 s Exhibit No. 120, 

will ask you what ia .-.t ·07 the section shoWl on that drawin3 :nth 

diagonal. lines and the numeral 4 (!our) a 

A No. 4 is marked as the village or Lutre Bois . 

Q What is meant by the square, the two squares and the num-

eral 3 (three) ? 

A No, 3 is when we ha.d gotten into po:,ition n.nd those are 

two shot --two knocked out t anks . 

Q And what is meant by- the two symbols wit h the numer al 2 

( two ) bedde one or thsn? 

A Thos e a re the two knocked out SPYP s or my coutpany. 

Q Did you make e. smaller road shown on Prosecution I s Exhibit 

No. P-120 leading from Lutre Boie? Do you know whare t hat road goes. ' 
to? 

A No , I don't know that town. 

Q Do you kn.ow where t his road leads to? 

A This strettt goes into anothar vi llage but I don 1t know 

the village. 

CAPT . SHUUACKER: We will be r eferring further to thi s ex

hibit, if the Court please. 

QUESTIONS BY CAPT. SHUIIACKER: 

Prosecution hands the reporter a written instrument and 

requests that it be marked Prosecution's Exhibi:O No. P-121 for iden

tification. 

(Whereupon the document referred to above was marked 

Pros ecut ion ' s Exhibit P-121 for !dentitication.) 

QUESTIONS er CAPT. SIIUIIACKm : 

Q I hand you a drawing marked Prosecut.1.on 1s Exhibit P-121 

for Identification and ask you to etate what tRa.t is, it you latow. 

A That is the apartment wh.1.ch I was in. 

(H,oppe - Direct) 
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Q Ia that a floor plan ot the houH whioh i• llb.01111 by tbe 

re:ctansl• on tne draw:1.Jl& yeu ju•t bad in ywr hand., Proaeou.tion'• 

llxhibit P-l20? 

A Yu. 

Q Who drn this tloor plan ot the bou••? 

A I did, Jlll'•elt• 

Q Where were you on the 11.oming ot 31 Deocber, 1944? 

A In thi• room in tbia houee here. 

Q Now thrH roc:aa appear to be ahown on Prosecution's Exhibit 

No. P-121, numb.-ed with Roman nuaer&l.e I, II, and III; can you tell 

t h• Cou.rt the type rooaa they were? What they were used f or? 

A Yu. No. I was the liTi.ng room, Ho. II the kitchen, and 

No. III waa a etore roan. 

Q I show you our Proaecu:tion I a Exhibit No. P-121. in yc,ur 

hand;wi.th the l atter "B" in the upper right hand comer, where would 

the street be with resp.ct to t hat houae? 

A It i a over. here. Down here. 

Q With respect to tha op-,:iing 1ho111 and the nuaeral. I in 

that opm.ing, where is the atrHt? 

LT. OOL. IM'INNKL: Ctl• moment, pl.ea.H. I believe tni.e up ha.a 

aom.e probative value but I think counsel ehou1d wait until the map 

goes into evidence before be testities in detail about the circwn

stances at the particular epot repi:e91nted on the diagram. or the map. 

CAPT. ,IIUIIACKER: I will bo glad to do it, but I think it 

b proper tor the witneaa to prove to the Court that h• knows what 

the map 1a before I 0tfer it in evidence. That ie wha.t I am trying 

to do. 

PRl!SIIJ»IT: Ovor nllod. 

QUESTIONS BY CAPT. SHUIIACKl!R: 

Q A• you hold Prosecution'• Exhibit P-121 i.u your ha.ad, with 

the letter ne• in the u,pper rigbt hand. c•rner, is the street at the 

(Hoppe - Direct) 
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1• th• at.rut at the top et t.ll• page, at tae bottoa et tb.e pace, tn 

the ri&ht hand 11d• or th.1 left band. aicl.1! 

A Th• road paaHa bJ' on the top. 

CAPT. SHUMACICllh 'nl• Pro11ntion ott1r1 in nidmc1 the 

drawin& whieb baa bHD marked. Proaeoution' • Smibit P-121 tor Id~ 

titioation, requ,sta th&\. it b1 attached. to the record and arked 

Proaecu.tionta :l:lhibit P-121. 

Dlrml OOU1181L: lfo objeotima OQ behalt ot the d.Cmse. 

Pe:&,Il)Dl'I': There be:1.n& 110 objection, tb1 Smibit otter.eel 

by th• Proaecution ia adlrl.tted in nidmc1 and 11111 b1 marked Blt

ltl.bit P-121. 

(Wh1raipoo the docwamt ret,rr ed to above, having pr~ioulJ" 

b1111 .marked and idm.titied. ,was received ih 1vidtnc1 a a Prosecution' a 

Exhibit P-121., and the same is attach.ed. b.1r1to and Jl&de a part of the 

record.) 

QUC!TIDNS BY CAPT. SHUJU.CKBR, 

Q R1C1rriD,g to Proucution' • Kxhibit marked P-121, what roam 

were you in on the aorning or 31 Dec•ber, 1944? 

A In the .first roaa. ctn the right. 

Q , Whiqh number have you on the living roam.? No. l., 2, or 31 

A No. l. 

Q Who alee waa 1n that room at tha.t time? 

A At that time 2nd Lt . Kuehn •• in that room. 

Q Was an,yo.ie el., e 1n the room beaidea Unter11tunaf'uehrer 

Kuehn? 

A One more or.ticer ldth the rank of Captain who•• name, H01f-

ever, I don't know, and th.-i several more m.m.bera of the Warren SS. 

Q \1er• there any civilianll 1n the room? 

A Ya, civil.i&ns from the whole house were in that room too. 

Q W•r• they male or tcale? 

A Mm and wives and little chil.dnn. 

(l!oppo - Diroo.1-) 
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Q ll1d - :lnoicl..t t&ko pl.ace in that ...a :lnnlvil,g an;r 

et the oiviliana and &llY' Geman ectldiera or otticera? 

Q Will ,-u relata to th• court juot llhat happmod? 

A When I received. the order troa the Coapany Headquartere 

to t.U Lt,. Kuehn and ni• mtn to take their poeition1-

PROSICUTION1 It ,the Court pleaae, there is a correction 

t here on that. Juat a moment. I believe it ahould be to diemoUI¼t 

instead or go into position. Will you check that? Have him repeat 

that part.0 
CAPT. SHUMACKER: If the Court please, I think the witness 

misunderstood my queation, so I will. strike t he question ancl, if it 

b agreeable to the Defanae, a.ak him--

DR .. LEILING: I think I can help. He said ,bset.zai.. ~ tqp.t 

means ,. retreat . To disentangle oneself and r ot rea.t. 'l'ha.t 1a the 

definition of abs etztn, 

( ) 

QUESTIONS BY CAPI' . SHUl.lACKER: 

Q While you were in this room, Room No. l shown on Prosecu-

tion • a Exhibit P- 121, what took pl.a.ca in that room, insofar as Un

C 
t ersturmtuehrer Ku ehn is concerned, if anythingi 

A I . had received. orders from the company C.P. to tell Lt . 

Kuehn and hh men for them to p.lll back to the village towartUJ-to 

the village be.hind, but , since it was very ea.rly, Lt . Kuehn preferred 

to wait until the later morning hours . And, since Lt . Kuehn claimed 

to be hungry,and wanted to eat something in that period, he ordered 

the civilians present in this . room. to get some water. But, since 

the main line of combat was not very far away from that house and 

since shots could yet be heard outside, the civilian 11tated that 

he refused tc go ou:t , because there was Shooting going on . And upon 

that U11terstunnfuehrer Kuehn ordered him to go and get some water 

tbe second time. But since the Belgians in general diQJ1 1 t under-

(Hoppe - Direct) 
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stand any Gena.an, h• nll.Ult not have und.erst0od thie quut.d.on and 

didn 1t react at all to the last order• . Upon ,that Unteraturmtuehrer 

Kuehn became· !Klmewhat angry and said again tor him to g et some 

water or el.se htt lWOuld ahc,ot him. .4J)ter the oiviliarl again did not 

react,. Unteratunntueh.rer Kuehn became ang:cy and motioned the civ.U

ian to f ollovr him. .And .Lt. Kuohn wmt through the door in the hous e 

into t he kitchen with t he civilian and picked up one of the SS men 

present there•• 

Q Now, Hoppe , woW.d ;you kno,,,- Untersturmtuehrer Kualm if you 

saw him again? 

A Yea. 

Q \'fill you Uok at the accused on your l eirt and state whether 

or not the Untersturmfuehrer Kuehn you have been talking about is 

anong those pr.esent? 

A Yes .. No. 34. 

PRESIDENT : No . 34 etB.lld up . - Sit down. 

q Now continue with what happened a.fter they walked into the 

kitchen? 

A Lt . Kuehn took along one of the SS men the.re and .then 

closed the door to the house . After that time it ranained quiet for 

three or four minutes . Then Lt . Kuehn came back in and he opened 

the door to the house and the first thing he oai d was , 1~el.l, we have 

finished that bu1.1ineas . We bumped him ot! • 11 

Q This civilian that left the .roam that you ware in with 

Unteraturm!'uehrer Kuehn, about how old was he , according to your eati

mate? 

A About forty yeara , according to my estilll.ate. He mu1 wear-

ing a moustache. 

Q How long did you rauain at t.hie house in Lu.tre Bob a.fter 

tbi9' i.ncid11nt ill the morn±na of Jl ec•ber 1944? 

A A.!'ter thie inoi.tient, it was about one or tVIO hours u.ntil 

we got moved out again and moved into the to,.n lftlich we had been 

(Hoppe - Diroct) 

http:quut.d.on


167 
6-6-l!m- 9 

ordered to go to . 

Q Di~ you ev•r sae this civilian .S,ta t he moustache again? 

A No , d.idn 1t sea that civilian any more u l ong as w• stayed 

thera that morning, 

l:APT. SHUMACKER: Your witness, 

(R)SS EICAIJINATION 

QUESTIONS BY LT, COL , VRINmL: 

Q Do you know th e soldier Werner Barth? 

A No, 

Q Di d you ever know Werner Barth at any t ime? 

A No: 

LT. c6L. Il'JINNEL: No .further qu estions . 

DEPENSE OOUNSFL: Nothing f urther from the def ense. 

,REDIRECT EXAMINATI ON 

QUESTIONS BY CAPr , SHUl!A,CKER: 

Q One other queatiol) that has occurred to me. Referring fu r-

ther to Proe ecuti on I s Exhibit N~l2l, the floor plan of t he house 

from what pa_rt of Room No. 1, did t hat c ivilian lea ve with Unter

s t urm.fuehrer Kuehn? 

A From Room l and f rom jwom 2, a kitchen . 

Q HhGre was he in Room 1 before he went into the ki_tchen? 

A He \'fas s i tting here next to this stove, which I marked No. 6 . 

Q Is that a stove, No. 6 , or ia that a table? 

A That i s a etove and a table belonging to it. 

PRESIDENT: Anything further by the Defense? 

LT. OOL. I1;'1INNEL1 Ther e seem:1 to be 5ome doubt, on advice 

that we have re~eived from 50me of the Gennan interpreter 5, that the 

name Wemar Ba-r.t.li wae not made clearly' known to the vd.t..rie s s . I won

der 11' W& might aak him the question &gain1 and. have i t spelled, 

once more . 

· (Hoppf - IUroct) 
Cross 

Redirect ) 
11 
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)'RIISillilllT: CertainJ.¥. 

LT. COL. ll'IINNELa Did yau ever know the 10l dier Wu,nu-

B&rth'I 

A I did knew ene Barth but I don ' t know that is him, be-

cauae he was killed in a.otion previou1l.y. 

Q Did you know of Werner Barth at the time of the incident 

you descri"ped at the house where the civilian was killed? 

A Yes . 

Q Was he ther e? 

A I can tt remsn.ber f or 11Ure. 

LT . COL. D','fJNN&. : No further questions . 

DEFENSE OOUNSEL: Dr. L~er. 

QUESTIONS BY DR. LEER : 

Q Uight I ask one queation, eubjsot t o introductory further 

questions . Do you lmow whsre RI.Jt{PF was when you were in this house 

and waiting to observe this scene of the shooting'? 

A Lt. Rumpf was at ene time behind Lut re Bois, whos& name 

I don 1 t !mow. 

OR .. LEER: Than~ you. 

DEFKSSE OOUNSEL: No further defense questions. 

PR.ESIDllIT: Any queetione by the couitt: Apparently none. 

The witness is axcused. 

(Whereupcn the witness was excused and withdrew from 

the court room.) 

(Hoppe - Reoroas) 
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~ JOSEPH XlllBCH~UM • 

. ~ JO?l?H, KIRSCH8"UM, . U. An,rie,n oi.Tilian. •• IIIDrn and 

W1t1t.1ad through an intlrpreter u tolloni 

. nrucr EXAM. DU.TIOlh 

QIEBTIONS BY J'ROSEC~TION, 

Q 81-.W ~our narra ? 

.1 JoHph Kiraohbaum. 

Q "!re you ever in the military aervioe of the Unit!td Ste.tut 

A Yea. 

Q During what pe r iod Y
0 

Septembar 1941 until Ootob.r 1945. 

Q What •• your grade or r~nk while in the Army ? 

A l'it. a1l8r Sergeant. 

Q What k ind of -..or k did you do t 

A I worked •• in.terrqptor tor thl 0-2 reapect i -..ly the 8-Z 

depending on the areas I was 1nWrroga111ng 1n. 

Q Are :you a United Statu citizen t 

A Yea all". 

(J 
Q Are you no w empl~yep u an .lmerioan c ivilian by the 1'11,r 

( 03partnant ? 

J.. Ye a a i r. 

Q For whom do you work n ow, for wha t branch t 

J. I a m a uigne d to the War Cr imls lranoh, US F8 T, at present 

on U!lmporary duty wHh liar Crim.ea Branch, 3r d U.S .Army . 

Q When did you start work on the l aludy oue - this cue now 

on trial T 

J. Between 11th and 14th Februar y 1946. 

Q Wils most of' your work dont, at IP #2 Sohll'8bisoh Hall ? 

J. '!hat i& correct. 

Q Did you •ver inb9rrogate any of' the a ccused at Sohwabboh 

Hall at IP # 2 T 

J. Yea I did . 



D1d you ewr haw ooouion to 1n11trrogate one Vierner Kuhn 1 

Tea I did 

'i'buld you know Warner Kuhn it you Hw him again 1 

A Yee 

Q Will you look at the aoo uHd aeaWd at your let't and atate 

llhether or not the Verne r Kuhn you are talking about 11 among those 

preHnt? 

A Yu, he 1a amng them • wnong the .aoouHd and he ia •aring 

number 34 . 

Q Did the Werner Kuhn who is wearing number S4 .rrake a statem.,nt 

to you during this in'btrrogation 1 

.t. He did . 

PROSECUTION: (Capt SHill'!ACKER) The Prosecution hands tne 

reporter an inst'rurrent and request t hat it be marked Prosecution's 

exh ib it Pi22 tor identification . 

( \\hereupon the doownent referre d to •• marked Prosecution's exhibit 

P--122 for identification by the reporter ) . 

QUE STIONS BY PRUSECUT JON1 ( Capt SHUl~CXER ) 

Q I bane, you Prose cution's Exh ibi t P-122 for i den t ification 

and I u k you to identify it it you can 1 

A 'that is thw .-ltten ata tenant of Vlerner Kuhn, written in 

his Ol'lrl handwriting and s ignad by him. 

Q "88 t hia atate1IBnt nde voluntarily 'l 

A It••· 
Q Did you employ any foroe , oruel or harah trut.nt in ordar 

to obiain tha t ste.tenent ? 

A None 

Q Did you nm.ke any pr omiua to Kuhn in orda r t o obtain t~at 

ate.te -rent 1 

A No. 

Q • s the re aver a hearing -.hion has heratot'OT"lt been duoribed 

( f:'irsohbaum- dJreo t) 



f 188 in thie trial•• the Sohnell Prooedure held for Ylerner Kuhn t 

s. e. z Y91 • Sohn.ell Procedure •• held. 

Q i'iiu th.ie: •tatsnent ade before or after thia heering f 

A The •1:ateunt •• n:eda after this •o oalled Sohnall 

Procedure had taken place, 

_Q Do you remember when ,it •• - •• the aW.temant nde the 

Hme day or tho tame night, or whan would i t be in reapect of' thia hearing T 

.A The atatmmnt •• atart.e d on the nry Hue day u the 10 

oalbd Sonnell Procedure and it ...... finianed the following day. 

PROSECUTION: (Cap tSHUMACHER ) The Prosecution offers ~ 

evidence Pt-oaacution 'a Exhibit P-122 tor identif' ioa tion and requeato 

that it be attacned to the record and made a part thereof and zrarked 

Prosecution ' a Exh i bit P-122. 

IEFENSE: (L t Col DWlNEL) The Def'enae objects to the evidence 

on t ha grounds pr eviously stated. 

PRES IDENT: The Objec tion ia over-ruled.The Exhibit of t.red 

by t he !-'roseoution is a dmitted into ev idence , and will be n-e.rked li:xh ibit 

P•l22. 

( V.h(Jri,upon the dooutoont referred to after having pre vfous ly been rr.arl."8d 

(J 
and identif'ied 'ft(l,S received 1n evi dence ae Pr oeeoution'a Exhibit P-1221 

ia attached hereto and made a part hereof.) 

PROSECUTJDN: (Capt SHlP. ACKBR ) The Prosecution offers in 

evidance aa Proa(Joution ' s Exhibit P-122-.A. true and corre ct En glish trans

lat i on of i ts exhibit P-122 and requeata that it be attached to t he record . 

IE F1i:NSE : Ther e i,i no objection on behalf of the defense . 

PRESUENT: There being no objec t ion, the sxnibit offered by 

the Proattoution is admitted in t o evidence and -will be nerked &xhibit P- 122-A. 

("hereupon the doouzrent referre d to having previously been marked wa1 

admit ted in evidence as Pr osecut ion .i:'lxh ib it P- 122-At i a atta ched t o t he 

record and nade a part hereof . ) 

PliOSf:CCTlON: (Capt SHmACJG'R )The Prosecution requeata 

permi ssion to read its 3xhibits P-U2 and P~122-A. 

PR3S lILNT: Gro.nte d . 

i r11chbau.m-direct ) 



j, 168 (Where upon Proaeou~ion' 1 ~xhibit p .. 122-J. •• r e ad t o the Court in 

8 • 6 •4 • tha English 1-nguage u followa:) 

" 1 1 SS Untorsturmtuenrer Wel"Jl8r Kuehn , having been dul y 
1worn, mkn th& f'ollo l'l'ing atata rrent undor oath1 

During the E if'el campaign in Daoamber 1944-, I .., 
attached as a platoon luder to the 3rd Platoon, 9th SS Panur 
Pionae r Company, 1s t SS Panze r Re ginont,•tsuR". l..ly Company 
Coimender was the SS Obersturn,fuehrer Erioh Runpt . 

'¥.hen I was i n the 1- Gle he pocket in December 1944, I 
•• reproachad by ttrJ co mpany ootmiander, SS Oberaturmfuehrer 
Runpf that I -.e 10ft, have shol'm. a hunane approached to my ov.n 
people and the enemy and have not fought hard enough accord i ng 
to SS trnd ition, and tha t I did not conduc t 1r,yself as an SS 
leader. 

After ¥:I oanB out of the Le. Glei.r.e pooket , via reatsd fo r 
a f ew days at Roth . From there we got traneferred in to the 
Butogne se ctor. In t he af'ternoon h ours of t he 30th Deoember 1944 , 
I r e ache d with my Sonder gr uppe , f ollowed b y t he 9th Pan :eor 
P ionee r Company , t he v i llage of Lutremange. I pr epared a aketch 
and attaoned i t t o th i s atateirent . In t he n i ght tim of the aam 
day , I r ece i ved either fr om a ataff officer of the ba t talion or 
ft- om my oo rrpnn y oomrrender, SS Oberatur mfuehror Rurq,f - I do not 
know any more yA,.o it -.s - t he or der t o r omove wi th my Sonder 
g,- uppe t ho minofield a t Lutrebois IUI ind i ca te d with f i gure (1 ) 
on my s ke tch a ttache d here t o . On a cc oun t of ene my a ction , I 
arr i ved wi th my Sondeq;r uppe a t pos jtion (1 ) onmy &ke t ch in 
the morning hour s of t he 31s t Deoernbe r 1944 . After execution o.f 
my orde r I occ upied with my Sonde r gr uppe the house rr.erked Y1Ht1. 
n umber (2 )on rrr:, ske t ch to 'N8it the re f or fu r ther or der s. I 
occ up ied tho ho use nl!i r ke d numbe r ( 2) on my a.ke t ch around noon t i ns 
on tho 31st Deco mbe r 1933 . ¥then I ent er e d t ho house j us t 
rrentioned , ther o we r e a bout 4 t o 6 Be l g ian na le oi v i liane, about 
3 -,rren, and 2 infants a eae rnb l ed in the living r oom. For aeourity 
r e a sons and to have b illets fo r my rr.en a t the san,e t izrs , I Mnted 
to get t he c ivil i ans out of the h ouse . The civ ilians begged rre 
to be allowed to re rrain in the house, a a i t nus the i r houae . 
Thera upon I a slr.ed who d i d not OO l onc t o the house,whereupon the 
c ivilians pointed t o a young man of a bout 25-30 veers or a ge . 
Thia u n wor o a yel l ow s carf and a t once arouaed the auap icion 
inn• or being a apy or a par ti11an . Short l y after , atill o tner 
Ge r mn so l diers oane into the houoe . In the r oom there were an 
SS Hauptaturmfuehrer, a Hauptach•rfU9hrer , ancl aorm aoldiers whoae 
nans or unit I do not know. I a m auro , ho?i8vor , that SS l'nter
aturm.tuehrer E:aufirenn of the Sondergruppe •• present . After the 
arr.ival or my oo rr.rades , 1 loudly and distinctly tr.a.de the r orre. r k , 
pointing to the nan arousing auapioian "Thia is certainly a spy 
or a par tisan". About an hour lator, a Gernln soldier cane into 
the roo m and aa1d "Belgian oi viliana are standing outs ide lClo 
ar e to ba snot \ " . One of the officer a or mon I do not know hi11 
na ne , e.akod whare t his 11,9111 going to happen , and the answe r n s 
"There , so Diev.here below in the brook bed . " Before the mentionod 
incident took place , I demanded t ram thia civil ian Ybo 1110re the 
yollow aoa rf , that he should bring a bucket of water . HQ did 
not react ;in '11Y •Y to rey derrv.nd, which I still repe a ted twiae, 
and rernain9d sitting in an indifferent attitude .Afte r it M a 
knoYl!l to a ll GerlllUl. soldiers preaent in t ne room, that Belgi an 
civilians W9re to be s hot ou tside, I 1mde the r errark in the rcom 
a loud "This tr.an with the yellow scarf should really alao be 11 hot" . 
Thougn 1 did not give thia order to any of the a olliiers present 

( Kuhn- atatermnt) 

http:derrv.nd
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peraOD&lly. •• Belgia.a oirlli&n, Co ware the 7ellow 1earf' 
•• led outaide by • GeraP aoldhr, 11bo ha.4 heard. -, r-rk 
•nita aan wUil the ,-now eoart •ould. r•lly abo be •ot•. 
!ha -• t1ae ill• oidUaa ,_, led out ot •• hou11 b7 • 
Geraan aoldiw, I _.t iato ttle titohea am •• bo1tt. l•riac 
the houN. Iha .turtb.ar late ot tile Belgian ohiliu 1Do wore 
the 71llow eoart 11 Ullknown to ••• 

I aka 11lh atataaat ooaa1at1ng of • papa &D4 oae 
••t»h .-01a-.r1l7 an4 ot •Y OWll izaitiatin , witbout ooeroioa., 
thr•t• or pr•h•• ot raard. 

( aipo4) WorNr luehn 
81 Unter ,turar,Unr 
30 Karch 19'8. 

horn 'to and aubeoribed b1tor1 .. tbia 
aotli day ot March 19'6 at Soh-.biaoh Ball, 
Ger. 

Raphul llu11a.ok1r 
Capt. CIIP 

<11i1reupon the st&t•ent _. r•d to the Court i n the 0el9&ft 

language by a n interpreter ). 

PROSIC01'IOV, (Capt.SBWACZ:E) You •y oroa~eamine. 

CROSS Jil.UIIJIATION 

QUBSTIOHS BY DBFH SB , (Lt Col DllINIU.) 

q Lt Per l oonduoted moat of the interroga.tioru ot J:uhn , hn1 t 

that a faot ? 

A I peraom.lly know the i nterr ogation, I oonducted. I only 

know about thoae. 

Q. Do you know lllheiher Lt Perl inter r ogated Iuhn a.t a ll ? 

.l It h poHible, but I don• t know anything about it. 

Q Were 7ou present a t the mook tr ia.1 r eferred t o i n dir ect 

e:o.minaticn T 

.l I did not uy that I -.a prHellt at the mock trial. I 

ate.ted I •• preaent at the Sohn.ell procedure. It h oorreot tha.t Lt 

Perl •• preaent there. 

Q At that Sohne ll Procedure wh o e lse -.. pr esent be ddu 

your..l t 1 

4 ~ ere • • Lt Perl , myHl !' and aeveral other peraona whose 

nanu1a I don 1 t r••ber at preaent. 

Q Did ea.eh peraon han • part to play in the auppoHd trial 

(:l'iraohbaum...enoaa) 

J. 50 2 



f U8 
s. e. a. .t. Y••• lA:; Perl played a J*rl and. I plqed. a p&rt• 

Q ..,.t part 414 Lt.Perl pla7 f 

.t. Por aJHlt I plafOd 111e part ot h sood ,~ •1111 Lt Perl 

plared the part ot th• ~d gu.7. 

Q WUl you apl&in the part pl&J9d, by the good. aan. T and alao 

1110 Pl"t ployed by tho bad •11 f 

, A Wtll Ule b&d. fellow 11 the one ao dOH a bit ot ab.outing 

aad the other one triH to oalm hia down. 

Q J.a • matt.r ot tut tho, the good •n. h the one who 

playa tbe ~rt ot tbe proaeoutor ian•t that a taot t 

.l It le the t'lrat tiae I h&Te enr h•rd ot a good aa.n. a, a 

proaeou.tor. 

Q a, the ec,hnell praoedure Ht up to repreNnt a trial 

in that there wa.1 a bench an:i people behind the benoh •• the court, 

and on one side ot the r ocn 11 acaeone •• prbaeoution and on the o ther 

aide at the roQD. there h acaeone a, de!'euo f 

J. I told you in the tint plaoe, that thh particular 

aohnell procedure on Kuhn •• held 1n the roana a.lr•dy previoul!lly 

deaoribed here. 

Q During that prooedure you ha" ref'erred to, did Lt Perl 

have many oonver•tiona with luhn i n your preaence T 

A All I know is that I waa keeping the bad f&llow a•y. 

Q How long did thh procedure take t 

A Any.here from . I would aay- .10 to 26 mi nutea or leu. 

Q Do y-ou know whether Lt Perl ha.d a. oonnraation with Iubn 

a.tter the prooedure had oonoluded ! 

A You are referring to the Schnell procedure ? -- nll after 

the aohnell procedure I •• the fellow llho 1poke to W.rner Kuhn a.nd no 

one else. 

Q Did y-ou tell him there nre Belgian, or- repreaent&tivea ot 

the Belgian gonrnment at Soh•biaoh ~ 11 r•dy to take h.1m ••y ? 

A No air. 

(Kiraohbaun- orou) 
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Q Do you now whether or not uybod;y told 1uhn that ? 

a. s. ,. 
.A. I oan only 1-1ti"7 ,ib&t I told hi.a, ._.n I •• telling 

anything to lulln no one elH epok:• to hia, 

Q You neTer bN.rd. u,body -,Jcing that 1t&t•ent to Kuhn h 

t:bat ,ih&t you are trying to 1.y- 1 

A I did not h•r that. 

Q I beliew JOU 1tated on direot edmination that no prcahH 

wre made to luhn - now ian'tit a taot 11lat you prcahe• Kuhn that if he 

would :D!ake a atateaea.t he would only get aix aontha or pouibly one 7•r 

•• a re.ult or that at&t-.ent t 

J. I perao.aally never made auoh a pr<111i H to luhn. 

Q Do you lmow whether ~ou .a.de auch a ata.t.aent or prcahe 

to Jtub.n t 

J. I ne't"er heard or it, 

Q Do you know t 

PR0SICUTI0l 1(Capt Shumack er) It the oourt pleaee, he ha.a 

a bilted tha. t he did not h•r ot it - how would he know 1f he d id not hear 

it and did not make 'the atat-nt hiaaelf T We object 

PllESIDBN1'1 Objeotion OTer-ruled. 

J. No air. 

Q During your i:a:terrogati on did you c oni"ront T.uhn w1 th a ny 

ot the a.oouaad T 

A Yea he•• c om'rontod with one of the a.o cu sed. 

Q "8.a he oonfrontod ~i t h ¥.nyone e l 1.10 7 

.A. Any Ont) e l se ? 

.ooused 1 

1. Yes h e was conb-onted with 11 p a , 

DEFi:NS!i> lfo f'Urtnor questions 

Rm>lRBCT JtWI I?iUION 

QUXS'.L'lOtl.:S BY PHO.:;J:CUTION1 (01.pt Sb\ft&cker) 

Q la tha~ ROppe you retnred t o th.a Geman Prhoner ot n.r 

(Kiraohba.ua-redireot) 
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S.<1.8 
a-.•• "'1.o ha.a juat teatitied. a taw lliDutH •co T 

.A. !hat ia oorreot .tr • &wli Hopp.. 

PR081COT10Jf I Notniag tu.rtber 

DIFPSB, H'otb.inc tvther. 

l'ME8IDSNT1 Ulere app•r to be no further que1tiona, the 

wl tneu la uou.aed.. 

(llleroupon the witm11 •• uc11aed t.lld wit.hdr..-), 

PRHSlLl1NT1 The oourt will adjourn mtU 08&0 houri tanorrow 

aorninc, 

(lllereupon the oo-.irt adjourned. at 1700 hour,.) 



Camp Dachau 
7 June 1946 

IIJR!llNO SESSION 

(Wlereupon the Court reconvened at 0830 hours,) 

PRl!SIDENTt court will oome to order. 

PROSECUTIONt It the Court please, let the record show 

· that all the members of the Court are present, all the members 

of 1h e Prosecution are present, all the membere of the Defen~e , 

with the exception of M'.t'. Strong, sick in the hoepital, and Dr, 

Rau absent on buein6se of the Defenae, all tho dofend~U! and 

the reporter are present. 

CAPI'AIN SHUMAC!Cl!Jh Prosecution calls aa its next wit.ness , 

Em.eat Zvenmh 

ERNEST ZvnfflE, a Belgian oiviliAn called as a witness 

for the Prosecution wae sworn and te~tified aa .fo llon1 

(Whereupon the Que1'tions , anewern and ether proceedings 

were interpreted to tha Oerma.n counse l and the accused.) 

DIRECT EIW!INATION 

QUESTIONS BY PllJSEClITION (Captain Shumacker) 1 

Q What i s your ruuoo? 

A tvenne, &nest,. 

Q Wrere do you l ive? 

A In Lutre Bois. 

Q I...,_ wha.t country io t utre Bois located? 

A Dl !l&lgiwn. 

Q How far ie Lutre Boie from Bastogne? 

A Six kilometer s, 

Q Were you living in tutre Boie on Jl Decemt'9r l94h? 

A Yee,. 

~ Were there any 0Al'!ll.'.lll soldiers in your hone on that day? 

Q When did they arrive j n J'llur ho11et 

(ZVonne - Direct) 



A During the night from the .30th to 31.at or December. 

Q I hand you a drawing which h!ls been filed in evidence 

ae Proseout1on 1s EJchibit "P-120" and ask you if you recognize 

what 11 ahmm co that drawing? 

A It ntpi-es ents the village or tutre Bois together Wi. th 

two roads. 

~ ROW :15 the villaze of Lutre Bois it11elt indicated on 

t he.t oxhibJt7 

A The village or t utre Bois itself'. i e marked on t hj.s sketch 

by diagonal 11.~es. 

Q You mention that t wo roads are shown on t hat drallJing . 

Whe re does t he sruller road l ead to? 

A The smaller of the tw::, roads l eads to Lutre Manche. 

Q And the other of the two roads, wMre does it l ead to? 

A It l eads to Bastogne. 

Q As you hold tha t drawing in your hand, w1 th tte letter 

"A" in the right upper corner , is Be.etogne to the l eft or to the 

right? 

A Bastogne 1e l ocated m t he l eft side. 

Q On t he drawing in front ot you the re appears a rectangle 

with the numeral "l" beside it. What is l oc,i.ted in t hat spot in 

Lutre Bois? 

A It is our house. 

Q Does that dralfi.ne, Pro::iecutlont e E':hibit Nutlber "P-120tt 

accurately represent the roads leading into tutre Bois the center 

of the villa~e itself and th"' l ocAtion or your home? 

A Yes , i t does . 

Q Were ~rou i n your hotr.e on the rooming of 31 December 194L.? 

A Yes , 

Q HOlf many r00Jll8 are there in your house? 

A Three. 

1501 
(ZveMe - Direct) 
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Q I hand you Pros eoution•s Ex:hibit Number "P-121" and 

aek you if you know wh!lt is shown on that exhibit! 

A It U3 a sketch of our houf'e . 

Q. In which of the three roorre ahown on that exhibit were 

you during t he momine hours of 31 DMember l9U4? 

A Dl th9 room Number 1. 

Q Who else was i."l tha v room a t that time besides you? 

A The re was m;y mother, D\Y tYIO sisters , DtY' brother-in-law, 

Marcel Colson and five children. 

Q Were t here any Gennan soldiere or officers :tn the room 

that JD:>ming? 

A There were OeMM.11 t1ol diqro . 

Q Do 70u r_,. al>out oow mcQ"! 

A Approximately 10, 

Q How ol d a min was l&lr oel Col Aon 8.t that t1me7 

A 37½ years old. 

Q WRs ha cl ean shaven ? 

A Yea , but he wore a mustache. 

Q 'tflv was l!aroe l Col i!lon in your ho use thnt roming? 

A Because his ho\We had bean burnt. 

Q Was Col son a neiehbor and a .friend of yours in Lutre 

A Yes. 

Q Do you understand oerman? 

A No, 

Q Did any of these Gorman soldi11rs or officere :'..:1 t.hat roon 

speak French? 

A No. 

Q While you were tn t hat room, tell the Court ex.c.ctly what 

happened. 

A We were a ll :sittinb on the f loor on sone stl"aw. A Qenr.an 

eoldier ear,g up and said 'rous '. 

Q 111Pt did you do ? 

(Zv•nn~ - Direct) 



A B oth }1.ru-oel Col!lon and nuself got up . !&lrcAl Col son 

asked ~ brother--in-law tor his overooat, whoreupon the German 

e;11ve him a kick with his f oot 1n the poster ior in o rde r to make 

him go out nr:,re quickly• 

Q Did you and Colson lea ve room Number 1 at thet timo? 

A Yes. 

Q. What about the German !!I O~dier who hud said 1 rous ' and 

indicated that ;}UU Blnul.d get up and leavo? 

A He wae wearing a Oerm!ln Arnzy' uniform. He was wearing 

e helmet with t he SS insignia on it. 

Q, Did he l eave room Nwnber 1 also or did he r emain behind? 

A He l eft room Numbe r l and he fo lloff'8d us . 

Q Wl-ere did you ~ from root:1. Number l? 

A We ,-:ent throuch tm kitchen j ust here , indicat ed by 

f i gure Nu.obe r 2 and we went t hrough tho f ront door in order to 

ar riva on the road, 

Q When you l eft t he r oad1 which way did you go on t he road 

after you l eft t he house , on your right o r on yo u · le!'t? 

A We took t he di reotion to our l oft . 

Q, After you walked up t he road did you meet or see aeyboey' 

t hat you lmfflr'/ 

A I met ,ey- brotm r . 

Q Where did you mot yoJr hrother w1th respect to the road 

junction shown on Prosecution 1 e Exhibit "P-120"1 

A Here at thi!I point, 

Q Did yo 1 see your brother before you reached ~ road 

junction? 

A No. 

Q 1"111 you place an "X" on the road at the s.pot where you saw 

your brotler af't.er you ms:rohed up the r oc.d'I Prosecution is referring 

to its D:hibits"P...120"• 

(Whereupon th.,. witness did H directed.) 

(Zvonne - Direct) 



Q Did you speak t o :your brother or did ho speak to you? 

A It was ftV brother who spoke to us . 

~ ll!B t did he • .,.., 

A He asked us where n ware going. 

Q Wha t is yocr brother ' s name? 

A Jos e! Zvenne. 

Q WlB t did you answar? 

A I ar..8wa:red, ' I don 1 t know, ' 

Q From t h! spot that you have indicated on t he road by an 

"X" o~ Pro seoutionts Exhibit "P-120" wher e did you go? 

A We r smained on th e r oad , but the soldier e!ltered a house . 

Q trill you indicate on Pros ecut ion ' s Elchibit "P-120 the 

l ocation t oo house house you have just mentioned by drawl.Ilg a square 

and placing your lnitial s inside the sqU.:1re. 

(Whereupon the lfitness did as directed. ) 

Q Hmr l ong was the so l di er 1n that house ? 

A A f ew insta?lts. 

Q Did he return to you a nd Col s on? 

A Ye s . 

Q Then where did he eo ? 

A He ma.de us walk up o small patli and tffin made us ea into a 

meadow. 

Q Walking from your house along tha mad 1n the direction 

of Baatogne was this small path you referred to on the l eft hand sida 

or the road or on the right hand side or the road llfhere you have dre.l'fl'l 

the house with yo T initialo plllced i nside? 

A It is on the left. 

Q Hol'I' far beyond the house where the soldiers stopped is this 

little lane you mwitioned? 

A 3etnell 10 and 15 meters . 

~ How tar down the lane or i."t.o thh moad'ow were you nnd 

Colson marched? 



A 25 to JO meter,. 

\ Thon what happenodl 

A I turned around and wat..ohad., The aoldier had his riflG 

to hill ahouldere 

(Zvenne - Direct) 



Q Did he eboot or not.? 

A He abot,, 

Q What happened to Colaon? 

A I wae turned around and I 1aw Col1on, who -., falling 

onto the grOW1d. 

Q Did any ot the 1hot1 hit you? 

A No. 

Q How cloee did they 00111? 

A (ne bullet passed through the pocket ot my jacket. 

,ms carrying a book o! cigarette papore in thie pocket, which 

had a hole through it, and also DliY' sleeve had a hoie 1n it. 

Q V/hen you eaw the shooting and saw your friend, :tJarcel 

Colson falling to the ground, what did you do? 

A I escaped with all possible speed . I crossed the 

Baetogne road and I took refuge in one of the houses in the 

village. 

Q Will you indicate with the letter 11Y11 the spot where 

Colson fell, on Prosecution EXhibit No . 120. 

(Whereupon the witness marked the exlibit ae indicated.) 

Q Did you ever see Marcel Colson after this incident 

took place again? 

A no. 

Q Do you know what actually happened to him? 

A He was killed. It was my brother-in-law who told me 

thie three days later. 

Q And do you know where he ie buried? 

A Yes . 

Q Where? 

A In the cemetary of Lutre Boie . 

(Ernest zvenne - Direct) 
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Q Vias the man who ordered you and Colson to leaw your 

diningro~ to go into the kitchen outside the house who accom

panied you and who fired With thie rifle the same person or 

ll8re there different soldiers involved? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you mean he ill the same person or not? 

A Yes, it was. 

Q Do you think you would recognize t hat Gernan if you 

saw him again? 

A Yes . 

Q Will you look at the accused in the dock on your l ert 

and state lrllether or not you see him t here? 

A He is t here ( pointing). 

Q What number is he ll8aring? 

A Number thirt;r-four (34 ). 

CAPT . SHUJ.IACKER: V/111 the Court h&n No. 34 otand up? 

PRESIDENT: No. 34 will st and up -- sit down. 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (capt. Shumacker): 

Q Did you see this man that you have just identified as 

wearing No. 34, on any occasioo between the 31st of December 

1944 and this minute when you have jtl5t identified him? 

A Yes , I saw him on one occasioo . Col. Ellis gave us 

pennission to be present at the opening session and I recognized 

him on that occasion. 

Q Was that the first day of this trial? 

A It was on the occasion when they nuni:>ered the accused . 

Q Do you know the name or the rank of the man you have 

just identified? ' 
A No , I do not. 

(Emest Zvenne - Direct) 
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Q On that day, when you WN present in court when 

the accueed were receiving their number•, did anybody point 

this man out to you or indicate him as being interesting to 

you 1n any way? 

A No. 

Q When this man that you have ju.et identified as wear-

ing No. 34, ordered you out of your home on the morning of the 

31st of December, had you or Colsoo done anything that you know 

or to cause him to order you out or your home and to shoot? 

LT. COL. rmINELL: Before you translate it in French, 

object to counsel further leading his witness . 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: If the Court please, I asked him if 

he knew of anything he had done t o cause t hem t..o be ordered out 

of his house and to pr ovoke the shooting . I don 1t know how the 

question can be otherwise asked. 

PRESI DENT: Object i cn is overruled . 

(Vlhereupon the last question by prosecution was read 

by the reporter and translated into French. ) 

A No. 

CA.PT . SHUHACKER: You may cross examine . 

DEFENSE: Dr . Pfister, for the Defense . 

CROSS EXAlITNATION 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Dr, Pfiste r ): 

Q How long were you in the room of y our house? 

A We -,.ere there all the ti.me. 

Q What tilre do you mean'? 

A Well, we Mire always in the house . 

Q I repeat ncy question. How lens were you in the room 

ot your house together with the Gennan soldiers? 

A The entire night . 

(Emest zvenne - Croes) 
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• 
Q Fran what ti.mo up to what ti.mo? 

A We had a l ready" been there all the time when the Germana 

arrived. 

Q On what date wae thie? 

A I remained in the houae the entire time from the day 

on which the offensive started \Ultil the moment they made me 

leave my room. 

Q What date of December was thb? 

A From the 25th until the 31st . 

Q How did you get along with the German soldiers during 

t he night you were talld.ng? 

A In a very polite 1!llllln.8r. 

Q Did the German s oldiers show cai.sideration towardi, 

you'? 

A Yes. 

Q You did not underetand German? 

A No. 

Q What did the German soldier: say t o you befor e he 

pushed you out of the roan? 

A He got up and he said: 11 rrauan. 

Q Did you understand th15 expreeeicn of the Gennan 

language? 

A Ho, but it ..-as the accampa.nying gesture . 

Q Did the German soldier indicate to you what was to 

happen as you left? 

No. 

Q Did you perhaps indicate to him that you want ed to 

get eome water? 

A No . 

(Ernest zvenne - Croes) 
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Q Was it the intention ot your comrade Colson to do 

s omething of this nature? 

A No~ 

Q After you had left the hoU8e with your French comrade , 

who determined the direction in ,mi.ch you all were going to go? 

A It l'f&s the German eoldier.: 

CAPT . SHUl!ACKER; If the Court please, I doo•t think 

thia witness ever said Marcel Colson was a French canrade. 

DR. PFISTER : or couree ,. What I meant to say wa8 a 

Belgian comrade. 

QUESTI ONS BY DEFllNSE (Dr. Pfister): 

Q Did combat take place in the vicinity of your house 

at the time you ware walking along the road? 

A No . 

Q Did you, from the furthe r distance, hear machine gun 

or artillery f ire? 

A No. 

Q Did you tum around when the shot fell, about which 

you have t est ified previously? 

A Yes . 

Q Were you able to either observe or hear, before 7ou 

turned around, any conver8&ticn between Col son and the Germ:m 

soldier? 

A There was absolute~ no cmversation between the 

German s ol dier and Mar cel Colson. 

Q Were you. not extraordi.naril7 surprised, considering 

the previous polite int ercour8e, at the shot which so suddenly 

tell? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you ab that time attempt to dete rmine what the 

(Ernest ZveMe - Croes) 



Ta-170 
oh-6 cauae might. have been? 

A No. 

Q Thie will be m...v last question. Please deecribe to 

the Court how the situation developed, as tar as you were con

cerned, after the shot fell. 

A Just after the shot fell, I started to nm away. I 

had covered about. eight to ten meters when I looked around and 

I saw Marcel Colson falling heavily like a falling mass on the 

ground. 

Q Did the German soldier llhom you believe to have iden-

tified today shoot at you ae well, as you were running away? 

A Yes . 

Q Was it the grazing ahot 1'hich you have mentioned? 

A Yes. 

Q Was it the only ehot at you? 

A No, there were many others fired at ms. 

Q Was it the same soldier m .th whom you had epent the 

night?
(J 

A I do not kna,r, because I wae in the course of running 

0 away. 

DR. PFISTER : No further questions . 

MR. WALTERS : l!ay it please the Court, the Defense 

at. this time movea to strike all that portion of the t estimony 

of this witness concerning the identity ot the accU.Bed on this 

g round, t hat during the opening day of the trial the witnesses 

had been excluded tran the courtroom, and it is fundamental. 

that when a witness is in the courtroom -- art.e r the witness 

has been excluded -- he cannot testify. Particularly, this 

lfi.tness cannot testify to identification, which he could not 

have made before, becauee he admitted that thi.s is tbe first time 

(Ernest zvenne - cress 



Ta-170 
that he bad nen the accueed after the ahoating, and that 

testimony- ie improper 1n here. 

LA.WJ!EMBER: WitnesHe were permitted in the court

room until the taking ot testimony. That wae the privilege of 

the Court, and there ie no rule lfhich aaye witnessea are not 

permitted in the courtroom even now in thie type of trial. Thie 

ie not a Military Court-Mart.ial. I~ addition, there is nothin& 

to prevent a witneee tram walld.ng in here any minute, or walking 

into the bunker and looking at the priecners to see if' he can 

•h-7 

i dentif'y them. That has been done regularly. Motion is over

C ruled. 

MR. WALTERS: Would the Court Ui,ten to me one manent? 

LAW MEMBER : Yes, sure. 

MR. VlALTERS : I res pectfully submit that the Court is 

in error in this ca se, for th18 reason; this i s an American 

criminal proceeding, a nd i t is tunda.nental, I believe, that when 

witnesses a re excluded and one of them comes in the courtroom he 

cannot - - particularly he cannot - t estify relative to anything 

that v.ent on in the courtroom. I believe this would especially 

appl y to s uch a vital question as the identification of an 

accused involved in an American criminal proceeding. 

LAW MEMBER: Are you through, Mr . ?-:alters? 

MR. WALTERS: Yes, sir. 

LAW l!EMBZR: Witnesses were not excluded from this 

caee until the beginning o! testimony, and then they were 

::ipecifically excluded by the eourt . 

MR , \'/ALTERS: I doo. •t care to argllll the point . 

LA.W }.!El!BER : The motion is overruled, Mr . Walters . 

MR. WALTERS: 1 beg you.r pardon. 
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( Vihore upon tM Cour t r e oonvened at 1020 houri. ) 

PRES I IENT1 Take eeat1 , Court rl ll oorre to 

or de r . 

PRUSECUTION1 If the Court pleue , let the r ecord 

enow that all the n,mber1 or t he Court. all tM rm mbers or 

the Prosecu tion, all the iren:ber s of the Defense , with t he 

exception of Ur . Str ong , wno is s iolc: 1n t he hos pital , Mr . 

'fla lt9 rs and Dr . Rau , who are a bsent on b usine ss of the 

aoo used , a ll the dafendanta, m d the r eporter are present . 

CAPTAJN SRD1!ACK"ER: Pr osecution ca lls as its 

next Yd tnoss, Josef Zevenne . 

JOSEF ZEVENHE , called as a "Witness fo r the Prosecut ion, 

be1ng f irst dul y sworn, Wstified thr ough an inte r pre ter as 

follOHI ! 

( 'Yt'horeupon tho ques t ions , ansv-e r s and othsr proceedings 

..e r e trans l ated in the Freno fl and Go r ffltl n languages t o the 

aoc used and th:! Go r man o ounse 1 . ) 

DIRE CT .©XAP illATION 

Qtr.lS TIONS BY PROSECUTION ( C}.FTA IN SHtll1.CKER J, 

Q V'hat is your nan,Y 

A Zevanne, Josef . 

Q Ant you a brotmr of Brnest Zevenne wno juat 

testified in this cue? 

(J 

A Yes. 

Q '.','hare do you 11ve? 

A 1.n Lutre Bo ia , 

Q Did you live there on 31 Deoembttr 1!:144? 

A Yes . 

Q Did you liva i n tha H!J'l8 or a different nouee 

f rom your brotner ? 

A In the eama houee • 

(Joaef Zevanne - Di rect) 
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. Q On the !'l'.orn1ng of 31 Decenber l \:144 ·,:e re you in 

your honB when yolr' broth,r left the houaeT 

A No. 

Q At any time that morning ....,,, a friend or yours 

by t~ name or l.'aroel Colson in your hon11'! 

A Ye s. 

Q How old was Colson at tmt tirre? 

A Thirty-aevan and a half years. 

Q How long nad you knO\lotl Colson? 

A I had known h il!I all th:! time. 

Q Had he ah.ays Uiied in Lutre Bois? 

A Yes . 

Q. Did yo u see your brotnar and Colson on the 

morning or 31 Dooemt>e r rn44 on the road outside or your 

house? 

A Yea. 

Q Where did you see your br ottl!lr and Cohan with 

respect t o thl road junction or the roa d l ea ding to Lutre 

!..nohe and tne on e l eading to Butogne 'f 

A A little in the direction of O\D" house• 

Q rere any German 11oldiera witn your brotMr and 

Colson at tnat t1->ne? 

A Tn"re ,.~re tTo'O or them. 

Q ere tnere any German soldier11 1n yow hor:a on 

the morning or :5 l 1)$oe""b0r Ul44? 

A Yes . 

Q ';' lhen had they arrived? 

A During t he nignt, 

Q At what t ilre in the morning did you aee your 

brother and your f'riend Colaon near the road junction you 

(Josef Zvenne-D1reot) 



have mentioned·t 

A Bet•en eigut and nine o1 olook. 

Q Di d you apeak" to" your brotntr or Colaon or did 

e1 tnar of t hem ap eak to you? 

A I apoke to my brother. 

Q V1hat did you aa¥7 

A I aai'ed him , " Where are you going? " 

Q Did he rep J.y'T 

A Yes • 

Q Who t did ha say·r 

A " Wo do' not know." 

Q Did thBy con tim:e up th, road? 

A Yes • 

Q Than where di d yo u go or what did you do? 

A I want to our houae in order t o fe to n s ome a alt . 

Q AM f rom yo \Z' house l'lha r e di d you go? 

A I wa n t in orde r t o bring tho salt in or de r to ,.,
(_ pr epare t he food f ar t he oepta i n. 

Q Are you speaking about sone Gernan capta in't 

A Yes. 

Q Did you deliver the ult to the houee where thia 

captain lived? 

A Ye e , J:l"Obably. 

Q And wn.e re was this house located l'li tn respect to 

tna road junction previous ly msntioned by youT 

A It ia located on the le ft of the road toy1&rda 

Eutogne a snort distance to the right of th, road ji.motion. 

Q How loni; did you stay 1n that houee d&livering 

the aaltf 

(Josef Znnne - Dirac t ) 
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A J ust ona inatant. I en"tllred, I put down the ult 

and I left. 

Q \',hen you oame out or tha houaa, did you see yow-

brotner and Colson and t?iO Ge rmen aoldiera on tha road? 

A No. 

Q Whl t did you aee or hear after you got out on tM 

road? 

j, I hear d aom, ahota in the immediate vicinity . 

Q Did t hese 11hot11 oom, trom the direction or the 

village, yo i.r house, or Ba stogne? 

J. T~ y cam, from j us t a little on the le f t or the 

road to Ba s togne. 

Q ¥Mt kind of anota y,,e r e tne y , if you know? 

A It T"aa ordinary rit'le 8hot11 . 

Q Did you 899 your brotn.er a fte r you heard tnue 

snots? 

A Yes. 

Q Did yo1.1 aee Colson at that tirrll!IIT 

A No , 

Q en did you nn:t aee Colson ? 

A On the 2nd of January. 

Q ¥'here di d you see himT 

A I saw him on the lefthand aida or the road whioh 

leads to B8storna 1n a fie l d benind a house. 

Q l'"as h, alive or dud? 

A Ha as dead. 

Q Did you 888 any .,,ounda on nu bodj"f 

A Yea. 

Q \111 11 you daacr i be tna ll'OUDda you aaw? 

A B• had one bullat nolo in hia head , om in nia 

(Josef Zvenne-?11ract) 
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Tk ;fi72•o/7-SR·6 1torraon and one bu llet had orctued his shoe . 

Q fihere did yo u find n1a body with respec t to the 

place from l'lhion tne 1ound of tne r it'le enota oame? 

A About fifty ,ootJ3 ra from tne point wnere I myself 

v:ae on tna leftnend s ide of tue road to.,.rda Ba s togne . 

Q Did you sea eitnar one of the Ga r r.tan soldiers 

wuo vias wa1.k ing do,m tne roa d wi tn you- brotna r and Co lson 

at any t i "':$ later trat day? 

A Yes. 

Q 1't'he r e was ne and 'M\en did you see him? 

A I sa\, h im 1n our house dur ing t he day . 

Q Did you reco lln ite him 9.11 one of t he tv,o aoidiers 

v1110 Ylfts narcning your brotne r and Cols on dom. t he roe.d in the 

direction o f B6etoeneY 

A Yes . 

Q Did yo u l earn vino it wa s tnat order ed your brother 

an d Cols on t'rom yoll" home? 

A Yos . 

Q From ,,ho-n d id you get th is 1nf orll"8t i on'l 

A Fr om my s i sto r. 

Q Did s ue po1nt t e rr.an out to you! 

A Yes . 

Q. 8 1 ,:;M man pointed ant by yotr sisWr the UJM 

u one of th9 t1"10 en you saw on the road with your brother 

and Colaon? 

A Ye s. 

Q Could you iden t ify t'\at man if you sa w him a ,,.e.in? 

A Yes . 

Q 1'iill you l ook at the accused on yot.r left a nd 

stab 1"\eth3?" Of not you 1N him arong those present? 

A ( Indi cating) 

(Josef Zvenno -Diract) l!-27 
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Q i'ihat number is M wearingt 

A Nwnber 34 . 

Q Will yo u deaoribe your f'riend , Maroe1 Colson 

as w, ll as you oan aa he appoared on 31 Deoemb6r H:144? 

A l:arce l Co lson was rather tall and thin. He 

wore a black moustache • He v.~s ~Bring a brown hat, a 

bro,·:n j acka t, bla.o k trousers , l oather 1•·ork ing la gg ings and 

heavy nail boots also used for work . 

Q Do you r eJOOmber wnethe r or not h9 wore a scarf 

of any kind"! 

A I do not know . 

Q How big is Lutre Bois1 How man y pe ople live 

there? 

A Approximately a hun dred . 

Q V{ns an y oth9r civilian killed in Lutro Bois on 

31 December 1944 otror than 1'.a r oo J. Colaon? 

A No . 

Q Vias thore an y fir ing going on of any kind on th.a 

-norning of 3 1 Daoomber 1944 b~twean aignt a nd n:ln9 o ' clock, 

otmr than t hua r ifle shots you heard't 

A Yes . 

Q r,bat kind of fir ing ? 

A Riflo anota. 

Q Other than thea'l rifle shot& th1 t you heard do,m 

tha road, did ~ u hear any other !'iring? 

A I do not rerm mber . 

Q l'ihst k ind of weapons were carried by these two 

\Je r mans ..,,ho n ,lked do?n the road wi t ~ your br otMr and 

Colaon ? 

.1 Thsy wero oarryinJ; a r lfle . 

(Josef ~venne-Diract) 



•• 

Q Do you ro membOr how the se two German s oldiers 

-,.ere drausd? 

A Tha y "/VOA the Ge !'"'nan uniform and a he l.rrot with 

SS inliniia on i t . 

CAPTAIN SttUYACJOl,'R1 Your wi tnen. 

CROSS EXAMDl'ATION 

Qtu:; ST I ONS BY DEF~NSE CUUNSC:L (Dr , Pfiate r-) 1 

Q Vtbat was your pos i tion from whion you observed 

your brother toge ther wi t.¾ lxlndeur Colson when they lef t 

with the s oldiers? 

CAPTAIN SHU'1ACK.!:R1 J ust a minut8 , if the Court 

pl ease . 'M object to that quest i on on tM groWld th.at t he 

witness test ified ha wu not pr eHnt when the t wo soldiers 

left wi t h n.is b r othe r an d Colson, If he MIS not present 

when his brot her and Cols on left 'With the two soldier s , it 

is impos s i ble for h im t o state wh.Ot hie pos it ion was , 

DR , PFISTER: I a m of' t he opinion tha t I might 

be correct in asking this question , bu t 1n view of tM 

fac t that I mignt be in e rr or, I ,,.111 withdra w the question 

because it is not important enough. I shall continua . 

QITT!:. TIONS BY D3F3NSE CUUNS:L ( Or . Pr1ater)1 

Q t 1'188 yoi.r position during tha conversation 

with you- broth, r? 

A I was on th9 road . I had just com, bacl'." f rom 

carr ying •tar "b:I prepare t he food for the captain. 

Q as yo 1.r br otM r and ao l dfo ra about to l eave at 

that II'.om•t? 

A Yes. 

Q D:frl you only oburve the direct~n in which ycn.r 

0 

0 

.. 
(J0 aef Zvenn9-Direot) 
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brotue r and Colson had left whsn th9 1nota already hod beon 

f'i red? 

A It was betora . 

Q l{are you looking in that d ireotion in t hs instant 

tha shots "8re fired? 

A No. 

m •. PFISTE:R : No further questions. 

DEFE:NSE COUNS EL, Nothing further on cro11& examina-

tion. 

CAFTAIN SHID!ACJIER : No redirect, sir . 

Prui:SI DBNT1 Are tnare any queetiona by the CourtY 

Apparently none . Ths witneec is exou11ed . 

(¥!hereupon t l-e witness was axcu&ed and withdr ew from 

the courtr oom.) 

PROSECUTION: .t'rose oution reca lls Lieutenant 

Par 1 . 

let Lieutenant WILLIA1A: R. FERL, r oca!led as a wi tneaa 

for tha Pr osecution , testified f urther tnrougn an int9 r pr et8 r 

88 foll0l'lf81 

{T'ller eupon tl18 quea 'tiona, ansl'l8rs and other proceed i ngs 

mra interprs ted to the Ger..,an oounao1 and the acc used.) 

PROSECUTI0N1 Lieutenant Per 1 , you aro r in1nded 

you are 11till under oath . 

Prosecut i on hand1 thlt roport3r a staterrent to b6 

!Yllrked Prosecution ~xnicit F-123 for 1dentirieat1on . 

( berl'l upon the doouffl9nt ro fe rred to MS marked ""ro11eeution ' a 

Zxnibit Number r -123 for identification by the reporter . ) 

REDIRiCT EXA 'Ill;\TION 

~msT IONS BY rRUSBCUT ION t 

Q L ieutenant Pe rl, during th!I t).l!l& you "9re 

(Per 1-Redireot) 
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investigating tM 'almttdy oau, d id you ewr have cause to 

interr ogate one Otte Vtio,¼m,,nnt 

A Yea,alr. 

Q l a m an acousttd in tl'o oaae now 1n hear lng bet'ore 

this court? 

A Ye1.sir,mi1. 

Q Can you i dentif'y him? 

A Yes , air. ne 11 '1'J8a r i n 1; numottr 73. 

PRESIIENT, Number 73 , stand up . Sit down ·. 

QUESTIONS BY t'ROS ECUT l Ofl : 

Q. Dur ing t he courae of yo ur interrogation . d id you 

have c ause t o take a statewint f r o'll Otto "'lo nmonn·! 

A Yaa, I took severa l sta temnta . 

Q. V!ere any of them l'tr i ttttn? 

A Two or tham were written . 

Q I hand you Prosecution' s Ex ni bit P-123 f or identi-

f icat ion e.nd e e k: you if you can te ll wnoee handwriting that is 

in? 

A I t is a 8t&tetmnt 1'1" i tten and signed by Otto 

\Yicnmann . 

Q l s this tM U'TB Otto 'n iohunn that you have 

identif1a d as wear ing numbs r 73T 

A Yee, 2,ir , ne ie . 

Q Tes th.1B statement aigned in your pruenceT 

A Yea, every page of' it w•• ligmd in rrry presence. 

Q 1 
8 11 this statement taken und'!lr oe thl: 

A Yes, air , it wu . 

Q ,,b o ad"ninistered tre oathT 

(Perl -Redirec t) .. 
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.i. I did. 

Q \'t8 11 t hia atatero,nt taken voluntarily"t 

A Yes , eir , · it waa . 

Q Did you uao any durese or ooeroion to Ob,tain 

this statement? 

A No , sir . 

Q. Did you 1"1Bke any threata or pr omi aes t o obtain 

tnia atatelfElnt'i 

A 1 did not . 

Q Did you use any harsh. , c r ue l or inhumane treat -

rrent to obtain this s t atef!BltY 

A No, sir . 

PROSECUTIOH : Prosooution offers in evidence 

a 11tatelTflnt marked .t'rosaout ion ' 11 Exl'\ibit P-123 f or identi f i 

cation , r aque11t ti-Et it be attac hed to the record and marked 

Pr osscution ' s Exnibi t P- 123 . 

LT , COL. D''TINELL1 Tha Def ense obj ects t o the 

evl.dence on t he grounds previously stated . 

FRESIIENT1 Objection ovarr ul ed . The a:xnibit 

offered in evidence 1& a d11ittod in evidence and will be -iarkl!ld 

Proaaoution! a i!:xhit:11.t Number .t'- 123 . 

(1'jberou pon tue doowmnt referred to , reving been previous ly 

Tarked and identified, es rece ived in ev i dence a s Pr oaao ut ion ' 1 

Exhibit NuI:lber l'- 123, 1& attached hereto and made a part of 

the re,cord . ) 

PROSECUTION1 1-'roseoution offers in evidence a 

true and c orrect 3ng1iah tranuation of its E:xnibit P-123 

and rwqueata tmt. it be marked Proaeou tion's Exnibit P- 113-A. 

D3 F.i!:NSB1 No objection on behalf ar the Defenaa . 

(P•r1 -Rodiroct) 1~32 
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PRESI1EJIT1 ThOra being no objeotion, the 

exn1bit offered by thl Proeaoution is admitt.d into evidence 

and will be qrked Exn ibit P-123-A. 

(Ylhereupon the document re ferred to was ma r ked and 

r eoeiwd in evid1,noe ae l"roseoution 1a !l:xnibit Number P-1 23 - A, 

is attached hereto and q,de a i-rt or th1 record. ) 

PROSEC lJTIOU1 Prossout ion r a4uest11 pe r mission to 

read its Exnibite P-123 and P-123-A. 

FRES IDENT1 Granted . 

( V1hereupon Lt. Col. &llia pr oceeded to r aa d Prosecu tion ' s 

Ex n1.b1t No . P - 123 as f olloy,1:) 

"I, OTTO 1 lCrtl!ANN, SS Unt-3rsoha rfuenrer, 1r.ake ihe 
fo!lOl'J ing stat1tment trutnfu1 l y and wr iti, i t down in my 
own handv.T i ting . 

I Y.&8 00rn on A'.aro n lflth 1920 in ESC HEH LI£ 
KRE lS ORTKNS BUR O. I am a butcher by trade but I 
entered tl'e SS voluntarily already 1n 1938 . 

I admit having shot and killed an American 
prisoner or v,nr during the EIFEL --O FF2:NS IVE in the 
las t t wo daye or the ygar 1944 or t he first four 
daye of t he year rn45 . I did t ha t undar orders 
of Stur mbann1'uanr a r m.. S ICK3 L And Standartenfuenrer 
P8 Il'lliR . 

I a '!I Too1-·•eapona Sergeant or t he HQ Company 
ot' t 'ie !st SS Pan zer Ri, 1m,nt of wh1oh I was a nember 
s ince its inauguration in 1942 • 

At i;M turn or tu, years 1Y44-1~4 6 -- I c an ' t 
fix the date TOrs exactly faan I did a bove -- l wae 
busy cleaning a oow atal:i le near the Chateau P8T IT
THERS in or der to arrene;o living quarters. ThJ 
stabls v0as about 300 rooter• awa y f rom tha castle . 
I don ' t mow any mor~ Wlare t ' a village F.::T IT-Tttl3RS 
was situa ted . Near rre in the stabJ.e stood four 
comrades , but I recall only th& naioo of ona of t~ 111 . 

Sturnm:enn EIN?ALT, wnoaa t'irst na1"9 I do not know . 
EINFALT was l"Oundad one or two weeks a ftor 1:he inci
den t d,,acribad herein , m d I never heard of him an y 
more . 

One ?I!Ornin~, it mu-et have bean about tan or eleven 
o ' clock , Isa,.. , as 1 looked tnrougn the open door of the 
etabJ.a, an Ame rican soldier s taggering rather than walkint 
out of the wood . 
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I ~lked to • rda hhl and rey oomradu s houted 
at m,: ' Otto , take th, pistol ?ii.t h you .' I nplied1 
'Thia one doe an ' t do anybody any more har m. 1 I m,ant 
to say that ~ne Am:, ricen 1'!81 too e xnausted to be 
dange r ous . 

The Am~rioan nad an Ame r ican a tee 1 Mlll'll!l t on 
and an Amari.can fie ld .1 ao ket, wh1on wu of t he r.ipper 
t ypeJ below uie fiold jacket he M d one of t he heavy 
AII'e r ican woo l en mut"f l e r 11 , and ne wor e t tse brownish 
trouse r s of tl'\3 r egu l ar Amt'lrioan Army un1form.. I 
cou ldn ' t see ?1n&t Kind of shoe a M wore as h, l'B d 
rag s v.-rapped ar ound his f'ee t . He was unar rred and had 
obviously le rt tn9 l'IO Od in er der to s urrender . He 
had nis hands ra hed ab ove nie head . 

Tha At!'..eri.oan was t oo we ak" to walk . EINFALT 
and I took nim unde r the shou lders and thua supporting 
him f r om bothaidea, we led nim t o the re illl'lnta l CP . 

On the way t o tha CP w:, met S0"'8 tr.errbe rs of tho 
r·ehrl'lti cnt. Wnen t hey saw the exhausted American they 

said thot thi s 1a probably th, nm who had s hot one 
of t h8 1r mi,n the preoedini; d ay . These IIBmbers of the 
W hrJJeoht sa id that th,y had oapttred &OIIB Alll't r ican 
soldie r the day before. Hol\Gve r , one had not been 
ca ptured but had e soaped in the wood, he d i d not 
au- render , but on the oontrary, a not one of the i r 
comrades . These nombers of "the f l!hrmacht a lso 
iren t ioned tm ne. ms and said tha mon -,,hem they did not 
captur e ha d had su ch a nane er a simi lar one . They 
did not as k th, .American whom I ,,.,..,. l eading for his 
n ame but sorre said that h.t. figure "'68 s i milar to t he 
one who had eacapi d a nd that I shou l d han d ewer ihs 
prisoner to them, a s t ney 1'.&D.ted to shoot him . 

I r eplied, the man is a p- isoner of the SS mid I 
am br ing ing him to rrry CP . So I d id . 

Ttie reg imental CP was loca ted in ths cas tle wnion 
-,.,as called tM C9at le 01' P3TIT- rHCRS , or at leas t , 
t hot ' s what "'8 c a lled it. 

First I had S turmmann EIN:ALT -,.,ai ting with the 
prisoner in front of the Kon."l81ldeur ' a door . Then I 
kno cked at the door. Aa the order a i1eirand, I opem d 
the door only very alii,ntly and reque ated to be ad
mit ted. A voice said that I could enter , but I cannot 
recall whose voice it lfaa. 

I stopped before the Xorru1-andeur and reported U) 

him th.at I had a fr iaoner of v.v. At "the a ana tirre I 
said that I h9d cap rod him near the a table a nd that 
he had coma out of the wood tlwre with hia hand a 
raised.. TM KoqtD".anduer to ld rra at ttat, ' Bring him 
In .' 

I f I apaak of 'lC. t>lff'andeur ' I mean. of course, tl-ie 
Re g itrental Con.ritnter , Stuxl.arUnfuenrer P~IPJ!2 . f hen
aver m apohl of 'Kon:mand&ur ', Standartenfuehriir FZIPSR 
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.,.11 me m t by it. 

I the a br~ugnt 1he priaon"er into -the room ef t h9 
Kommandatr. I had Sturtr.ir.ann EINFALT Mit outside . 

After I l ..d the A~eri~an in I r epor t ed to Standart· 
enfuenrer ' PEIPER the reqrka of 1:he ambers or -tile 
Wehrmaeht. I am absolutely cer,tain 'that I did not 
!Hl'l.tiozi tbe suppoHd narre er thia Artl!ll rican who did not 
,?.f t h 11;1ae·lf be capirured by "ttle wehrma oht._. 

Tl'm roo m was ap prox irrate~y 6 '1tep11 lGng and 5 
s tll pa wide . I 11yse.1f have ll'ade a 1ketch of this room 
and am attaching i t to this I taten:en t . On thia 1ketcn, 
number 1 muns '\i'le position of S tan dartent"Uehrer Pl!llPC:R, 
l\'no ,.,as 11itting on a chair in f ront of tlm ta ble. He 
~at at f irst with hie bao lr to,,ards 1he door bu t he then 
moved hia ci'B ir to 1:h e aide 1n such a tt'Anner ths t he had 
the Am-.r ican d ia gona lly t o his le ft and h9 f aced Sturn:
bannfi.hrer SICKEL, ,.,ho ·Mu sitting on 1he come r or 1hct 
couch oppoaiW him . Thia wa y Stur rr.bannfU!lhrer S ICKEL 
and Standartenfue nr n PEIPER a,at f acing each otfwr . Th9

f;!::::~!;:J:;;e~ ;.~;-~~·::-;:b::r~:;m:~c~i)cer 8 
but in such a mannN" t hat he did not impair their vision 
of each other. 

The r oom was not lar ge and t hus the pr-honer stood 
-.1ithin r ea oh ing dhtanoe of both Stand11irtanfuenrer 
FE !PER and S t'urm0annf'uenrer S ICIOU and me . 

1h11 moment I ha d ftn h hed my re port 1:o S tu.dar t • 
ctnf us.l'V' er PE IP.ER ab out the r emarka of the member,11 of 
the · hrrracnt , a Sturmbannfuehrer yJh oae name I did n fl t 
knovi, r e1J1.ar kei: 'I f he buupe d off cme of our Dlll'.l. ho 
too must die . 1 

I cannot r ere mber having aHn t hi& Sturmb11innft»hre r 
before. I .,,..a unde r the ittpression tha t he was a g te st l'lho 
•a pr esent just by coincide nce . Dur ing tho whole scene 
daa eribad h!rein, t he officer, had ceffee before them . 

Aft.r thia r e n.rlc or ti's one Sttr mbmnfue n" er -.ho 
Ma not kno'lll to me, Starxlartenl\lehrer c;J?;;;R ( W'tlo at this 
tine waa stil l an O~raturmbann.f'uenrer gave aeme erdtr to 
the pr is oner in .C:ntli&b. 

A1 thlt result of thia, t he pr iaoner tried to open 
hia anir1; pooht but he could not do 10 as njs f ingers 
1'8rti frozen . At tnat I opened the left snirt pocket of 
tha Ame r .loan and handed t ts C(lntenta tn Standartenfuenrer 
Fr;IF,,:,tt . 

At t his oocu ion I r uiembered f r igntrully tha t 1 had 
never aearched t he J¥' iaoner fo r W'8apona and while 9 tand11ir t · 
ent·uenrer FE JP:::R MS look ing et 1he contents of t he ahir t 
pocket , I fe.1t him, look'i.nr, to see if he had any weap oiu . 
I found no weapon ,.na a ver , ncr any otl-ier suapieioua 
thing . 
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Tho cunWnts of tne Amer1can 1 L'I shir t pocket oonsi&ted only 
of' • dark brol'lf'I pocke tbook . 

Standartenfueurer PEIPER soe.nned tnrougn tn, pocketbook . 
Thia Stur1r.bannt' ue ,rer wuo WI& not knom to ma, r amar ked , 'JOCHEN , 
give it to rre. 1 JOCHEN is the first name of th, lot!'irand eur, but I 
believe that i t is vtritten JOACHIM. 

At that Standar t1'nfuahrer PElJIER handed the pocketbook 
'b, tha one Sturrn bannfuenrer who ia not knol'll to M , and ha ha d not 
taken an yth ing out of' the pocketbook, not even teri\porarily. On 
the other ?Bnd, I ciear ly s aw now t h! om S tur mbe.nnfuehrer who was 
i.mknol'll to me , took several items Out of the pocke t book but I 
couldn't see exactly ..nat they -,, et'e . Then this Stcrmb111nfuenrer 
unkno,,n to 1ll9, handed t re pocke t book to rre and a ga in I put i t i nto 
t!e Aroorican' s shirt pocke t. 

Now Standartanfuehrer PE IPER as ked the p-iaonor one 
sher t que e tion v.hich tile prisoner ans wered . At t h 1B 1 saw how 
tht American was endeavoring to go into 1 attention 1 as we ll ae 
he could. I t 1a possible ti.t t h is Sturmbllilnftehrer who wu not 
kno,.m. t o D't!! also put a question to the prisoner. In m y case , 
altogether not more than t wo , or at 1:he roost • three questions were 
asked of him and this que stioning las ted at th9 moot, 6 'Ul 7 
Sl!lconda . I am oartain that Sturrrbannfuettrer SICKE..'L did not ask 
any questions . Tl-e American was nardly capab1e of speaking u m 
1\tliB too exnausted but I heard him pronotm.oing with a "'eak f al"b, r ing 
voioe , three to five ver y f aintly ,;poken v,or da . 

Now Sturmbannfuenrer S IC KEJ:. took tM left lmnd of t 1e 
Am Jrioa.n , 1"hO during this did no t leave the spot wher e he stood . He 
tffln tx>o k the right hand of the .1n,erican , h9 fe lt and l ooked at 
both h~ds of the Aerican and then m aajd.1 ' Frostbite 3r d deg.roe. ' 

Afte r t his , nobody said anything fur one or two se conds . 
I can recall t he silence distinc tly. I 1nt1'rrupted the silence 
by esking , ' Shou ld I bring h im up 'P By t hia I m:Ht.nt tre ax! 
ate.tion, \'bio h was looated on -the next floor . 

At my question there was a gain ai lence 1n the room for 
one or two seconds -- it mignt have been three . I r a n-ember t!'e 
silence distinctly. I t was quie t outside too. I renernber it so 
di.atinctly because 1 immediately saw frol!', tile g lances exchanged 
between Sturmoarm.f'uehrer SICKEL and Standartenfue nrer PEIPER 
y.f\at l\9s being decided here . 

Then a ftar tMt, Sturnhannfuehrer SICn.'L motioned 
wi th his thumb to me and said 1n a- sharp and l oud vo ice, 'Get 
th, swine out and buq, him off .' At this titte, Standar'b!nf'uenrer 
PElJl.i::R anrl Stlll"mbatmfu,hrer SIC KE L ;,;ere seated opposite each 
other . Sturmbann.fuenrer S ICh'.EL aaid tM se la st rords 1n such a 
loud voice t hat they cou ld have been heard even in a room much 
larger than the one in W'lioh ~ wa r e a t this time . 

Standartenfuehrer PEIPER, wno rlt'i.out any doubt had 
heard th i s orde r or S t unnba.nnfuehrer S IC~L, s ilently sat by 
and d1dn1 t co..,~ 1nt on thia or der . 

Arter thail I sa id to th!i Ar,,~rican, 1 Cone on, con:rade ,, 
and I led him out . 

I.n f'ront of the house I met EINFALT again, who MS 
.,-.i1t1ng tMre for ma . It, asmd im lllhat tha C•mmander cr dered 
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and I ans"8red, he ordered t o bUJli) the Jr iaODEl'l" off. I sti ll 
renanber thet I ma t Obersonarfueir e r Otto BECK&R• wno •a the 
Panur Driver of tM Kormiandeur , in f r ont of the house• 
BEC1"ER also asked me 1'inat th9 Komnandeur had ordered and I 
told him that the Kommandeur had ordered n to bump him off. 
I th,n went into the nearby chapel in wh1cn as f ar as I oan 
remember, tr» oonrmmioation platoon To'a& la ying and I borrowed 
a pistol. It was an 08 p illtol 1'!hion had a caliber of 9 milli
Ntere. I myself made a sb:1toh of the locality and am attac hing 
it to this , my statament. On thie ske tch, n1.aber l means the 
CP with tne room of th, KonllIIAndenr int h.EI le f t 10,..er corner. 

Humbe r 2 is the chapel in whion I borroweid th!!t pistol. 

Number 3 ie th9 s tabJa in which I wae .,,o rking when 
net iced the AID!trioan. 

Numbe r 4 ie a sandy s l ope , steeply slop ing to-.rda tM 
read• 

lhDDber 6 ie the a pot l'lhere the Amer ioan soldie r Ml 

snot . 

NI.ID.bar D is a so- ca lled Sanua Bath. wh ich is a stcum. 
bath. and wnich was e r ected te"l.porar Hy by us . 

Nun.ber 7 is a wo oden II hed. 

I led the prisone r along -the road aco ompanittd by Stur m
mnn EINFALT. At the roa d fork ind i cated on my sketch I took 
the right f ork wh ion l e ads uphill. 

Ti,8 Ame r ican could only v.lllk a few steps at a th1e; trnn 
•:e had to support him as te co uld not oon t int.19 . 

Vrhen we came near tM spot on tn@ road wnioh in my 
sketch is Marked number 6 , I tu rned to ti.. r ignt into the wood . 

Up to this point ~ had beon l eading t M J.11'8rioan. 
FrD"l tnere on l had nim go to tni, wood in f r ont of us . However, 
he did not reach t he wood , on l y up "b::l t '1e edge of tti.e wood a p
proxitr.ately 15 to 20 mters u.ey f rom the road . 

I only '118nt a few m, tera 1nw too fie .Id and th:ln I 
s'b:>pp&d and brougnt my uapon into pr,si t i on and tt-en ! shot the 
Atn!tr1oan with two or tnree anotl. I am• good pistol shot . 
Nor-ally, I had to tut the repaired weapons as I was the 
l"O apona sergeant . 

Tn9 A!1'6rican immediately fell forward. At that point 
I went to him 'to see Wle ther he MU already dead and to make 
certain of i t . I e11tabliehad that he v.e.11 a lrea dy de ad . He 
had two bullet hol e& in tl"B Jaft upper half o f nis back right 
be ion the shoul der • Ttu two shots "6re on l y approxin'.ately 3 
to 4 centiu.etera any from each otber and both had gone ttr ough 
the heart. I didn' t tab anythizlg a11iay from th9 oa-pse . l'f'h ile 
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w, ..ere going to the s pot ffl\ere tne American wae snot I 
took the pocketbook out or his snirt poobt and looked 
tnrougn it. At th11 time ha had no money with him. I 
cannot sa.y 'l'lhather tnero was also monay amongst those it.en 
whioh this Sturmbannfu,nrar wno 1,1 unknown to ms had taken 
out of the pooke tbook. 

Vthen I was saarohing the pocketbook I found in it 
only s oma photographs. I rerremDer t hat ono or the m s howed 
a littla iaolat.d hOusa and another one, an elderly -,,onan·. 
I th!n r e t urned t hi s pookatboolc to th, s h1r t pook:a t or the 
A"llsr i oan. 

The nal:18 of tho Arn9 r ican ia not kno•n t o ne, nor 
did I know it at any tirre. 

As I have here been asked '\".f\et.Mr the nau1:1 of the 
n:an v.11 & St:IFZRT and lnether I asked nim whet.Mr thia was 
his name, I state tnat it ia not .1mpouio1e that 1 asked 
him eomathing similar bet'oro I br ough t him 10 the CP , mayb e 
1n oua the members of tm t:e nr iraoht men t ioned s u ch or a 
s imilar name. llo....,ver, I repeat tnat I cannot recal l any
thing of this nature . 

I do not r emEID. ber t o have n o tioed any rank insignia 
on tnil Anarican . He '1"'88 sll'B ll, approximate l y 1.65 m. He 
vP. s very sl im. I cannot est ifJ'tlta h i.s a ge as hia f a ce was 
oomp letGly drawn due to exhaustion , 

Dur ing the entire tine the Amsrio an did not try to 
escape nor d id he try any resistance nor did hi do anything 
else t hat woul d hove justif ied the s hooting . 

Art.o r tna snooting I went into thl chapel and re t\rned 
tM piztoTh I r e r nsd to t he s table, ?ttera Y.8 all Mdl. .o 
our hmch . 

Af'tar lunch a JTeasencstr oame 'With ttu order , ' Dig t 1i e 
American in . 1 I oan recall thia expreuion distinot l y because 
" hara Ge r tr.e.ns are cono "l rMd 1 one speal-s of ' burying.' 

Sturmbannt'uahrer SICK!::L is tll:I Reg itmntal Docta- of the 
lat SS Panzer Regiment l.SSAH and at thll tiloo l's was also t he 
co of th3 HQ Company of the lat Panzer Regimm t LSSAH as Obsr
sturmfuehrer lALLl had been killed 1n action just previously. 

This statement has been ,.-ritten in my o,\1:l hand~it ing 
and I have not bean inf J.08nced d ther by thraa ts or r,r omises . 

I B"l fully aNArE' of' the sanctity errl tha importance 
of an oath . 

This statement consists of 18 haalwritten pa ges am. i t 
has been reread t c me bttfore I put my signaturo on it . 
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• 
/•/ WICH.~ • OTl'O 

IS Un"blnoharfuehrer 
28 :O.csmber, 1946 

Sworn to and Suburibed. before me 
thia 28'\h day of December 1945 at 
Soh•ebiaoh Hall, Germany 

WILLIAM R'. , PERI> 0•655149 
lat Lt . •-.1.' 

lnve11 t i g'a'tor - Rxa'miner 
W11r Cri!Ma Branch US1'~E T" 

( ere upon Pi1oaeout1 on 1 a ~ xnib it No . P-123- A Wll a road 

1n the Ge rman langUB ge by the i nt3rproter . J 
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a. 1. PROSICUTlOlll1 'lhe PrONoution otter, in erldenoe picture 

att1da.vi t of the a.0CN.1ed. Otto W1oha&nn identifying the aoouHd Joaoh:la 

Peiper ao:1 lurt Siokltl ae Pro1eo11tiou.•1 1:1:hU11iU 1•121 Band Cree

peot1vely. 

Dlf'llll.111, On ~b&lt ot Ue Deteue there h DO objection. 

to the n1.deMe er •h• Meeelity ter rN.ding ,..-. It h f'urther 

stipulat.S. that iae photograpn.1 are tho• ot the aoouaed Peiper and 

Sickel. 

PUII1'JIN'l'1 ni.1r1 b1tn.g no ebjeo1li1n, the Sxh1lli1t1 ottered 

b7 the Pr..eout i on are adaitted into erldenoc and will be a arlced. 

~ibit. P .. 12:,..s am C rHpeot1nly. 

(11h1reupon 'the doota1.ent1 r1terreo. to •r• n.rked and reoei.ed in.to 

ev-idence a.a Pro..oution•, ~ibite P•l23-B and C, and are attaohed 

hereto and made a pe.rt of the record .) 

PH.OSECUTION1 you 11.ay oroH-1,a1mine• 

D&FEt/811 'lh 1 Defense doe, not desire to oro,.-cncamine 

the witne u at thi1 time. 

PilSIUINT1 lhere 1.ppear to be no t'urther quHtiona. 

'the witMu is exoused. 

{lllereupon the witnes, •• exouHd an:l withdrew). 
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)()RRlS KWWITZ, recalled u s 111.tneaa for the Proseoution, 

having bten previously l!llllOrn, testif18d further H .followe1 

(Whereupon the questions, answare and prooe8d.1nes we:re 

interpreted for t he G9r!IBll counsel and the aooued. ) 

REDIRECT EW.!INATIOM 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION t (LT. COL. ELLJB) 

Q Mk". Elowitz, during the investigAtion o.r the Malmedy case , 

did you have occasion to i n terrogate one Otto Wichmann? 

A Yea. 

Q Is he an aeeusari 1n this case no,r 1n hearinc before thia 

Court? 

A Yes. 

Q Wi ll you identify him? 

A He is 11fee.:--1ng number 13. 

Q During your interrogation d id Ot to Wichmann make a sta tement 

to you? 

A He made one s t atement t o me , yes . 

Q Wes it oral or wri tten? 

A It ,rae firs toral. and t hen reduced t o wri ting by Wieturar_,·i. 

Q I hand you Prosecuti on Exhibit marked P-12L for i dentificat i on 

and ask you if you can tell in whose he.ndwriting it is and who 

signod it? 

A It wns written and signed by Otto Wichmann. 

Q was it siened in your pr'!senoe? 

A It was . 

Q By- the same Otto \Tiohmann wh:>m you have identifi'!d. as 

'l'rearing number 731 

A It is. 

Q Ie the etetement non,, to? 

A It is. The oath wa.a administered by Oapt . Shwr.aoker. 

(i:lowit•-rediroot) 



• 
Q was the etateIDll"l.t given to you voluntarily? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you use any duress or ooeroion to obtain tha statement? 

A No. 

Q Did you make any treats or promil!!l88 to Wichmann to obtain 

thifl statement t 

A. No. 

Q Did you use e.ny ha rsh, crt.el or inhu.'M.n treatment to 

') obtain this st.aten,ntf 

A No. 

C 
PROSECtrrIONt Prosecut ion offers 1n evidence Rn exhibit 

markad P-124 for identif ication and requa6ts that it be attached 

t o t he reoorct and marked Prosecution Exhibit P-124. 

LT. COL. IJ'K:mELLt Defens e objecte to t he evidence on t ho 

groun~ pr eviously stated. 

PRESIDENT, The objection i s overruled. The exhibit 

0 
offered by the Prosecution ie admit.tad into evidence and will be 

""rked Exhibit P..124. 

u (Whereupon the document referr ed t o , having been previo1.18ly 

marked and i dentified was r eceived in evi dence as Prosecution 

EX:hibi t P-124 and 18 attached hereto and made a part of the record. ) 

Pfm~trrIO!h Pros ecuti on offe rs in evidence a true 

and correct Engl ish translation or E>thibit P...124 to be attached 

to the r ecord and marked Proa11oution E-hibi t P-124- A. 

D~SE COUNSEL1 No objection on behalf of the D4fense. 

PP..ESID:rnT : There being no ohjecti on , the exhibi t off e rod 

by t he Proaecution i s admitted into evidence and will be marked 

E,chibit P..124- .\. ' 

(Whereupon the document referred t o, wt\e marked a.cd r eceived 

in evidence a.e Prosecution Exhibit P....124-A &nd is attached hereto 

and u:nde a part of the record. ) 

(Elo*1tz- red1rect) 
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POOSECUTiot-11 Prosecut ion request s permisaion t o read 

E><hibite P-124 and P-12/i- A. 

PRES IDrl{Tt Gr ant ed. 

(Wher enpon Prosecution F.xhibi t P-124-A was read as follo1r.11) 

" I , Otto Wichmann, SS tbtereohar t uehrer , having been 1·1rat 
duly sworn , 1Mke t his stat ement suppl ementary t o ntr statements dated 
28 Deoember"l 945 , and t he 23rd January 1946. 

Oh the 28th of March 19/.i6, a eetiiea of 5 photographs were displ ayed 
to me wh1.oh showed various pl aces ~.,: Petit Thiar a , whe re I shot t h'3 
American prisoner of war as I described fully in 1'lY faro previous etat,e
ment s of 28th December 1945 and 23rd January 1946. 

I examined t he photograph whic h bears the wri t i ng on the reverse 
aide "Petit Thiers Ex 6tt . I recognized. on t his photogr aph the spot 
whe re I s hot t he Ame rican prisoner of wnr and I have marked this s oo t 
with the lett ar "X". · 

I examined the photograph whic h bears t he writing on the 
reverse aide 11Pet1t Thiers Ex 211 and I recognized the caetl e Pe+,it 
Thiers on the left side of t he street. St nndartenfuehrer Peiper 
had his c . P. in t his buil dine and it wns hare that I received the order 
from Sturmbanntuehrer Sickel to lead the American prisoner of wnr 
outside and bump him off. On t he right-hand side of the s treat I 
recognize the chapel past which I led the Ar.terican prisoner of -war 
after I had rece:LvAd t he or der to bump him off• 

I examined the photographs which hear t he writings on the 
r everse s i de "Pet it Thi ers EX" 411 and 11Petit Thiara Ex7" and recognized 
tl'l'O di.f!'arent views of the chapel whioh I described above. 

On t he photograph which be,.rs the writing on the revers e a i de 
"Petit Thiers Eic. 5" I r ecognized the side view of the castle Peti t 
Thie1'8 which I deacrtbed as the CP of Stand.artenfuehrer Peiper. 

I have placed ?ey"" eignature on the reverse aide of each of the 
above described five photographB 9 together with the date on lrhicb I 
examined them. I have made these photograph& part of this atate-1t 
and 11.ttach them hereto. 

I make this eta.te•nt ooneiating ot two pagea and five photographs 
Yoluntar:L}J' out o! m:r own free wiJ.l, witOOut force, threat.I or 
promises of reward. 

(Signod) OTTO WICHMANN 
28 Morch 1946. 

SWorn to and subscribed before me th11 
28th day of llaroh 191,6 at Schwabiaoh Holl, Germany. 

P.APHAEL SH1JIIACKER 
capt. CMP" 

(EJ.owit•-redinct) 
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PROSECUTION I You ~ 01'018 axam:1n•• 

DIPDRSE OOUNSEI.1 De!'anae '°•• not deaire to oroos axamine 

the witness at this time. 

witneH 111 axcUllede 

(lfheri,upon the witness was exouaed and withdrew to the Prosecution 

tabl e in t he Courtroom.) 

PROSECtrrIONt Proeecution call.e as its next witnees Monsioar 

Camile Qerardy. 

CAMILE GERARDY, called ae a w1.tnell8 by the Prosecution, 

being first duly sworn, testified through an interpr eter as follows t 

(Whereupon the questione and answers and proceedings we r e 

transl at ed into both French and Garman lancuae;es. ) 

DIRECT ElCAl!INATIOll 

QUESTIOllS BY Pl!OSECllr ION1 

Q Will you pl ease sto.t e your no.me? 

A oerardy, Camil e. 

q Where is your home? 

A nans-sur-Bois , Pot it Thiors . 

Q Dt what country ie that? 

A 1n Belgium. 

Q Are you a citi zen o! Eelgiwn? 

A Yes. 

Q What is your occupation? 

A Brigadier forester . 

Q How far is your home from Petit Thiers? 

A Three k1lometers . 

Q ])1 what directio!lT 

A To the s outh of Potit Thiers. 

(Gorardy-<lirect) 
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Q How long Mve you l ived_ in this house? 

A Twenty yeare . 

Q. Were you occupying your home on the 13th January 19hS'1 

A No. 

Q_ Where were you? 

A At Neuville-Viels alm. 

Q \fl"\y did you l eave your home? · 

A In order to take r efuge f rom the Ge'MM?lfl • 

Q On what dat e did you l eave your home? 

A On the 18t h of December . 

Q Di what y ear 1 3 thc.t? 

A 194h, 

Q. When did you return t o your home? 

A On the 27t h of J:muaxy 1945, 

Q During your abs ence did you }mow whether or not anyone 

occupied your house? 

A W hoUBe was occupied by t he German soldiers. 

Q How do you know tbat it WU oooupied by Qeran aoldien ? 

A ~ servant re t urned to the house on the 2S'th of December 

and found Gorman soldiers t here . 

Q Do you know on approxinntely- 'What date the Oerman sold19:-e 

l eft. your houso? 

A Atout the 17th of January. 

Q can you describe yo~ll" ho.u::e? 

A tit," house is large o.nd in a sq11&re form. 

Q Are there any buildings near your house? 

A There a.re stabl es anrt a garage. 

Q A.re there any other buildints in the vicinity. 

A TherQ is a emll ct.9peL 

(Gerarey-<!iroct) 1!> 46 
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Q D'l what direction i e t he chapel !ran your houaef 

A In an easterly direction. 

Q About how t ar i s it from :,our hoUE1ef 

A ApprollJDa.tely 70 meters . 

Q I hand you Prosecution Exhibi t ma rked P...124 ftnd a ak you 

if you can identify t hG pictures marked "Petit Thie~ E>c: 2" end 

"Pet i t Thiara ~ 5"'1 

A Yes . 

Q ~ t is the l arge build.int: 1n the photograph? 

A It is rey house. 

Q Is t his the house you referred to in your teRtiioony th:lt you 

ret urned t o on t he 27th of January 1945? 

A Yes. 

Q Again refer ring t o Prosecut ion Exhibit P...124 , I ask you if 

you can identify t he pict ures marked "Petit Thiers EX )~ and Petit Thiers 

Ex 711 '1 

A Yes . 

Q What is it? 

A It i s t he small chapel 'Which 18 quite noar lllY house . 

Q IB t his the same chapel about which you have pr"1.ousl3' testiti~d? 

A Yes. 

Q On your return to your house on the 27th of January 1945, 

did you mke an inspection of th9 adjacent premises? 

A Yes . 

Q Did yo .J. see or !ind anything unuaual duri.nc this inspection? 

A Yes. 

Q What was it? 

.6,. I f ound that the hpU3o had lieen l ooted and I also found 

the dead body of an Atoerican eoldi8re 

(porard;)"•direct) 
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Q,,. Wh.u-e was the dead body or this American ooldier lying? 

A It W-J.S at a dietanoe of approximately 300 1"ten f'rom 

DO" house lying besides a road lrhioh paee1 in front of the ch!-.pel. 

Q Do you knolt' whether or not thero was 1. bo,t~ of an American 

soldier lyi.ng at this spot or in the vicinity when you le.ft your house 

on the 18th of December 194L.? 

A No . There was no bocy' of an Arceriean soldier there. 

Q Was the body of thie America-i soldier lying on or off the road? 

A Besides the r oad. 

Q About how f ar off the road wee this body lying? 

A. Approximately five met er s from the rond , 

Q Now, with relation t o t he ch.o.pel, was the body 1.,...-ins on tho 

!&me e1de of t he road as the chapel or on the opposite side of the roadi 

A The body wae at the saroo side os the chapel, 

Q With respect t o the chapel, when you walk toYJards the place 

wher e the body was l.Jring , doee t he road go np hill, down hill or 

doee it:run al ong the l evel? 

A It rises very eteeply. 

0 Q Were t here any woods near where y-ou found the bo<zy of this 

Ar.l8rican soldier? 

A Yes . 

Q About how far from the "l'D ode was this body? 

A Three meters approximately. 

Q Did you notice whether the body o! this American solr\icr 

h!ld any clothes on it? 

A Yes. 

Q What clothes did it have on? 

A It wA'e werine a r,e.ir of khaki troUD ers, akha.ki, woolen 

shirt. and hie head was bare , buf.t I found a helmet quite near uu- hoUll!l.e , 

(oe~- redirect) 
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Q In your opinion how old 11t1 uld you judge the body ot this 

American soldier to beT• 

A. A,pproximatel7 JO yeare old. 

Q H01f tall would you judge him to bo? 

A. One l!'ll!!lter-seventy, 

Q Did you notice any wounds on the bo~T 

A No, 

Q Did you know - - or rather , did ~ou notioe any wounds on tho 

hea.d7 

A 

Q Did you !ind any other bodies at or near t hq vicinity of your 

home on your return on the 27th or January 19457 

A. No, 

Q I Mnd yoll Prosecution E,chibit P-124 and refer you to the 

pict ure thera marked npetit Thiers Exhibit 611 and e.ek you if you 

}mow what that picture represents? 

A It represents the road which rises opposite t he chgpel, 

Q Is the place where you found the body ot the American 

soldi er ehOffl'l. on this picture? 

A. Yes. 

Q Where al:oute was the b~ toi..nd , indicatinc on the pic·turs , 

A It was f ound in the spot which is marke~. with an •txn or o. 

croea , 

"FROSECU'!'ION I You m3.7 cross exa.idne . 

PRESDJWT : Tbe Court will rec&ss until lJJO h-:>ure , 

(Whereupon at USS b:>urs the Court recessed until lJ)) houre , ) 

(Garardy-<!troct) 
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(Whereupon the court reconvened at 

ll-175-1 1))0 houn,) 

PRESIDENT: Take seats. The court will 

come to order. 

PROS&'.JUTION (Lt Col Bl.Us) 1 Let the 

record show that all of t.he members or the court, all or the mem

bers ot the prosecution, all or the members of the defense, rith 

the except_ion or Kr. Strong, who ie ill, and Dr, Rau, who ie ab

eent on the business or the de.tense, as well ns the reporter, are 

present. The prosecution recalls Ur. Gerardy at thuJ time.() 

MR. GERARDY, recalled as a witness by 

the prosecution, was reminded of hi:, oath before the court, and 

tes tified through an interpreter as folloYr.3: 

(Whereupon the questions, answers and 

other proceedings were interpreted to the accused. ) 

JlE..DIRllCT EXAMINATION 

\. 
QUl!STIONS BY THE PROSEX:UTION: 

Q Ltr . Gerardy, you testified this morning t he.t you ob-

s e rved no wound on the body of t hi.!1 Ameri can. Did you make an 

examinat ion of the body? 

A No. 

Q When you examined the body, did you notice anything 

l ying around the body there on the ground? 

A No . lfell -- I saw a photograph of a young woman and 

a red card. 

Q How cl ose to tba body were these articl es lying? 

(Gera.rey - Re-Direct) 
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A About one meter. 

ll-l?5-2 
PROSPJ::UTION: You may croH-examine. 

UEFEHSE: 

to oroH-examine this witnese. 

The defense doee not desire 

PRESIDENT, Are there any questions by 

any member of the court of thi s witness? Apparently not, the 

,rl. tness may be excused. 

0 
l 

excuaed, withdrew. ) 

Lieutenant PERL. 

(Whereupon the witness , having been 

PR0SFCUTI0N: The prosecution recalls 

Lieutenant PERL, recalled as a witness by the prosecu

tion, 'WBS reminded of his oath before the court, a nd testified as 

followe: 

(! 

0 

(Whereupon the questions, answers, and 

other proceedings were interpreted to the accused.) 

~=T EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY THE PROSPX:UTiotl , 

PROSECUTION : The prosecution hands the 

reporter a document and request.8 that it be marked "Prosecution 

Exhibit No . 125, for identification" . 

(llhereupon the document was marked by 

t he reporter as requested.. ) 

Q Lieutenant Perl, during the course o! your interroga-

(.Perl - Re-Dr) 
1::,50 



0 

R-175--3 

• 
tions at Sohwabisch Hall, did you take more than 

one statement from. Jo~ohim Peiper? 

A Yea, sir. I did. 

Q Could you identi!y the Joachim Peiper that you are re -

ferring to, if you were to 1ee him again? 

.A. Yea , sir. I can. 

Q Would you l ook at the def endanta and see if you can 

identify him? 

A Yes, sir. He is present and he 111 wearing number 42. 

Q Did you take more than one written etatement from Jo-

achim Peiper? 

A Yes . 

Q I hand you a document which has been marked "Prosecu-

tion Exhibit No. 125, !'or ide~tification" and aak you whos e hand

writing it is in. 

A Yes, :,ir. I recognize thi s e tate111Bnt; it is in the 

handwriting of Joachim Peiper -- i t is the final etatement that 

he made, and it is written and signed by him. 

Q Is that the same Joa chim Peiper that you have referred 

to as "Number 42"? 

A Yes, air. 

Q Was tha t s tatement signed in your presence? 

A. Yes , sir. 

Q Was this statement taken under oath? 

A Ye:,, sir. 

Q And who administered the oath? 

A I did. 

Q Was this statement glven voluntarily? 

A Yes, it was . 

Q Did you use any duress or coercion to obtain this 

statement? 

(Perl - Re-Direct) 1!>5 l. 
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.I I did not. 

R-175-4 
Q Did you make any- threats or promiaea, in order to 

obtain that statement? 

4 No, air, 

Q Did you use any harsh, cruel, or 1nhwnan treatmant 

to obtain that statement? 

.A. No, sir. 

PROSl!'£lUTIOH 1 The prosecution otters 

into evidence at this time the statement marked "Prosecution 

Exhibit No. 125, for i dentification" , and requests that it be 

accepted into evidence by the court and marked "Prosecution 

Exhibit No, 125", for attachment to the record. 

DEFENSE:- (Lt Col Dwinell): The de!'ense 

objects to the introduction of this statement, on the grounds 

previously- stated, 

PRESIDENT : The objection is overni.led 

and the document offered into ovidence by the prosecution will 

be accepted into evidence by the court and marked "Prosecution 

Exhibit No . 125", for attachm!lnt to the record . 
0 

(Whereupon the document referred to 

having been previously marked and identi!ied, was received in

to evidence as Prosecution Exhibit No . 1 25 . ) 

PROS:&;UTION t The prosecution offers in

to evidence at this time a true ard correct English translation 

of Prosecution Exhibit No . 125 and request.s that it be accepted 

into evidence by the court and marked Prosecution Exhibit No . 125 

A. 

DEFENSE: The defense desires to retain 

• (Perl - Re-Direct) 
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• 
the right to object, until a.!'ter we have had an oppor

R--175-6 tunity to compare the tran11lation with the original. 

PR!SmENT1 Subject to the right of the 

detenae to object on the conolueion ot the reading or the English 

trlllllllation of this atatement, the doowmnt offered into evidence 

at thil time by the prosecution will be accepted into evidence by 

the court, ma.rked "Prosecution Emibit No, 125 A", for attachment 

to the record. 

PROSl!'CUTION i The prosecution at this 

time request.a perm:18sion to read to the court the document accep

ted into evidence by the court u Prosecution Exhibit No, 125 A. 

PRESIDEttT: Permission is granted. 

(Whereupon the document referred to having 

been p reviously marked and identii'ied, received into evidence by 

the court for attachment to the record, was read to the cour t H 

roll01191) 

"I, Standarten!euhrer Joachim Peiper, wae during the Eifel 

Campaie,i in December 1944 and January 1945 Regimental Commander 

of t he 1st SS Tank Regiment LSSA.H and Leader of the Armored Group 

placed under my cormnand. 

"Aft er having concentrated on it, the following eti.ll. comes 

back to '1q mind, which I add to 'tff!' statements hitherto made: 

111. Regarding shooting at IA OLEIZE. In U. OLEIZE I had 

taken council with Sturmbann!'euhrer Poetschke, as well as with 

Hauptsturmfeuhrer Die.t'enth.a.l and Oberaturmfeuhrer Von Western

h&gen, as to what should be done with the American pd.soners of 

war in oase we did not receive any help 1ind would have to fight 

to the finish at IA OLEIZE. Hereat I atated that in this case 

the prisoners 110uld have to be shot. 



"Furthermore, I am etill able to remember that it wu re

R-175-6 ported to M troa aome party that there were continuoualy diffi

culties with the pris oners who were either dieobedient or di d not 

execute ordere which they received trom the German side - or 

what kind these orders were I do not remeJ1ber any more. In &1lY" 

case, however, important questions must have been touched orr by 

the refusal to obey the orders, as othenris e they woul d not have 

been r eported to me. 

11I th ink tha t these refusals to obey orders were reported 

to me by Di efenthal, who was H&~ptstu rmi'euhre r at that time. 

further believe, but I am not quite certain of it, t hat on account 

of these refusals to obey orders, which touched off impor tlmt qu es

tions , I gave the order to set an example -- t.he content of which 

was that i n outs tanding cas es prisoners have to be shvt . Furthe r 

· details i n re gard t o executions at 1A GLEIZE are unknown to me. 

I remembe r tha t it was more a question of giving a general plen

ary power to the commanders fo r t hem to be covered than an iHu

ance of detailed orders. 

11 2. In t he fir st d-i.~rs of January, 19li!,, according to rq 

estimat ion i t wa s about on the 10 th of January, I was at m;y Com

mand Post in a. s mall castle in the neighborhood of BLA.UCHE FON

TAINE. As I recollect, t his castle had the name of PETIT THEIR. 

One of ll\Y" men, I would not recognize him again , shoved an Amer

ican prisoner of war into the room for me . This pri.,oner of war 

was in a completely exhausted condition, apparently half starved 

and frozen. He looked like a mmmy. He had raes wrapped around 

his feet. According to his looks , I estimated this Amel'ican to 

be at least 50 )'!lars of age . I questioned this man as to which 

Division he belonged, but he was so exhausted that he could not 

(Perl - Re-Direct) 
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talk but oou.ld only utter inartioul&te aoupda. I still knO'tr, 

however, that he was about ~7 years of age, which especially 

atru.ck me by his look.9. His skull looked like a death I a-head. 

He was unable to name his Div1.aion to me and I think that I 

found out his age trom his papers. .A.t this time, Stum.bann!euh

rer Dr. Sickel, the Regimental Surgeon or the Panzer Regiment 1, 

ISSAH, and at that time al.so commander ot the Regimental Head

quarters Coni;,an;y, Panzer Regiment l, was present in the room. 

I further have the certain belle! that al.80 Obenturmbann!'euh

rer Von Weeternhagen was in the room, perho.pa also Hauptsturm

feuhrer Oruhle. We were just going to have coffee, when the pr i 

soner was brought into the r oom. Uter I had seen that the pri

soner was too exhausted to be able to talk, I offered him a chair 

a nd a cup of coffe e arxi a cigarette, as I felt pity for him. He 

chattered his teeth, hom,ver, so much t hat he could neither drink 

nor smoke. I then endeavored to learn from the prisoner which 

Division he belonged to and to f ind out othe.r military det&i~. 

All he was able to utter with a v oice more similar to barking 

than talking eignified ~ t Mi had kept himself hidden in the 

woods for 14 day-3. 

11When Dr. Sickel, the Re gimental Surgeon, saw that an interr

ogation was tu.tile , he said: 1Thi a is o! no use any more l Help 

a rrives too late here . 1 Thereupon I asked Dr. Sickel: 1What 

shall we do with the man? 1 1Shall he go up to the J.id Station? ' 

Dr. Sickel replied: ' I think the best is that ""' give him the 

mercy shot. Anyway , he won't make i t any more . It ie UMeceee

ary tormenting. 1 I replied : ' All right, take the poor devil 

awayl I I then had not given any f urther ordere, rut had le.ft 

the rest up to Sturmbann!'euhrer Dr. Sickel. It was clear to me 

that the prisoner would be shot. I have been askad it I reme11-

(Perl - Re-Direct) 
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ber it Dr• . Sickel said to the aoldier 'Who had brought the pri

soners: 10utaide ld.th the aw1ne - buJlp him ottJ t Such a atate

•nt waa not uttered in -, PNlenoe. Dr. Sickel and I acted ob

viously" out ot pity !or the prisoner and such an utterance would 

not have tit into the atmosphere. I admit to have given Dr. Sick

el,. on the bull of his medical opinion, the authorization to 

cause the ahooting ot the priaoner. In which manner and w1th 

which word.a then Dr. Sickel, on the buia of this authorisation, 

had him. shot, I do not know. He left the room immediately" with 

the prisoner and hie guard. 

111 still can remember that alter the prisoner had been led 

out ot the room, we talked about what an. endurance this man 1111st 

have had, when he could wander around in the woods for 14 days 

in this weather. 

11). I f'u.rther have been questioned if a t 5'.0001,()NT, on the 

19th' of December, 1944, I cauoed an American prisoner of war to 

be shot by giving an order to Unterscharfeuhrer Hans Billig, Funk

truppf'euhrer (leader of the Radio Detachment) at Headquarters of 

the 1st SS Pan'21ier Regiment. In spite or my greatest efforts, I 

could not remember such an execution. After confrontation with 

Hauptstunnfeuhrer Hans Gruhle, Regimental Adjutant, and Unter

s charfeuhre:r Hans Hillig, I am remembering that I caused an Amer

ican prisoner of' war t o be shot t'lere , but to my own mind I do 

not recollect the details . 

"l have made these statements voluntarily, of m;,y own will, 

uninfluenced by any threat.OJ, force or duress, and uninf'luenced 

by prornise.s of any kind. I swear before God that the statements 

in th.is deposition an true and I am prepared to repeat them be

fore arty court under oath. 

l!i56 
(Perl - Re-Direci) 
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•Signadi Joachim Peiper, SS Stand&rtenteuhrer, 26 Varch 

R-175-9 1946. Witnesaed1 Raphael Schumacher, Captain, CKP. SWom to 

and subscribed before • this 26th d&y ot Uarch 191'6, at Sohn.b-

1.ach Hall, Oerma[ij". Signedt William R. Perl, First Lieutenant, 

II.I., 0-555149, Investigator-lxaminer, War CriDll!la Branch." 

PROSmJUTION t The prosecution offers 

into evidence at thia time picture affidavita signed by the acc

uaed Joachim Peiper, identifying the accusedr Joaef Diefenthal, 

Hana Gruhle, Hans Hilllg, and Kurt Sickel, requesting that they 

be accepted into evidence by the court and marked Prosecution Ex

hibits Nos. 125 B, 125 C, 125 D, and 125 B. 

DBFXN'SE: On behalf of the de!'ense, there 

is no necessity for reading the picture affidavits offered into 

evidence by the prosecution at this time. It is further stipu

lated that the photographs on Prosecution Exhibits 125 B, 125 C, 

125 D, and 125 E are photographs of the accused, Josef Diefenthal, 

H11.n., Gruhle, Hans Hillig, and Kurt Sickel, respectively. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, 

the picture a.i'f idavits offered i nto evidence at this ti.me by the 

pro8ecution will be accepted into evidence by the court, ~rked 

Prose cution Exhibit numbers 125 B, 125 C, 125 D, and 125 E, for 

a t tachm!nt to the record. 

PROSrt::UT!ON: The prosecution hands the 

reporter a document and a:3lcs that it be marked 11Prosecution Eichi

bit 126, for identi!ication11 • 

(Whereupon the reporter marked the prof

erred docwnent as requested: 11 Proaecution Exhibit 126, for identi

fication" . ) 

lb57
(Perl - Re-Direct) 
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Q I hand you Proaeoution exhibit marked P-126 f or Identification 

and uk you i f you oan identify the handwr iting and the s ignature on that 

statement . 

A Yea , sir, The Btl'lltement wH •ritten and eigned by Dr. Kurt 

S ickel. 

Q J !I this the aarne Kurt Sicke l y ou have jus t id<tntified a.a wear -

i ng no , 57? 

A Yes, s i r , it is , 

Q Was this statement • itned i n your p resence by Kurt Sickel? 

A Yes , sir , 'lt wal!I, 

Q. ffaa t his s tatement t l'lken under oath? 

A It ia . 

Q And who aciministered the oath1' 

A I did . 

Q Was t hh statement @:iven vol tmt'lrily ? 

A Yes, sir , it wee. 

Q Did you uee any coe r cion or dur ess to ob tain this sbtoment? 

A Ho, s i r . 

Q Did you me.ke any promises to obtain this statement? 

A No, sir. 

Q Did you use any harsh , cruel or inhuman tresbnent to obtain 

this stetea:ent? 

A No, sir, 

PROSECUTION1 Th~ Proeeeutton offer• in evidence it8 exhibit marked 

P-126 for Identifica~ion, to bit attaoh111d to the record and marked Proucu

tion Exh1.hit No . F- 126. 

LT. COL. Dt'Jl.NELL1 The Defenae object• to the evidence on the ground• 

previously stated. The Defense also objeot:i to ce rtain matter oppearing 

on the fir-at p•ge of the statemen t on tho grounds of irrelevancy . The 

Defense reeliua the C-,urt does n't know the ob jectionable matter becpuae 

it haan• t beon read yet, but the Defense would Hice to have the ritht to 
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mMe a motion to strike at the proper time . May tho Defense have per

miuion t o meke that motion at the conclus i on of the rel'l.ding of the 

En.gliah vers i on of t he ste t ement 1 

PRESIDENT: l'l r anted. 

PRESIDENT1 The eY.h1b it offered by the Pros ..cution is admitted in 

evidence &nd will be marked Prosecuti on Exh i bit No . P-126 , r eserving t o 

the Defense the right to make a mo tion t o strike at s uch time aa the 

English t r anslstion has been read . 

{Whe r eupon the document r efe rred to , hevin& previously bet1n morkod 

and identi f ied, we.a r eceived in evidence u Prosecution Exhibit No , 

P- 126, subject to the right of the Defenu to mske a motion t o strike , 

and is a ttached to the r ecor d nnd made a part hereof . ) 

ffi0SECUTI0N: Th e Prosecution offers 1..n evidence s t r uo and corr ect 

Engli s'l transletion of ft.s Exhibi t P- 126, to be attached t o the r eco rd 

and marked Pros ecution Exhibit No. P- 126- A. 

DEFENSE: No objection on behe lf of the Defense . 

PRESJDENT1 There boing no objection, the exhibit offered by the 

Pro~&cution is admitted in evidence and will be ma rke d Prosecution Ex

hibit No. P-126-A, 

(Whe r eupon t he document refer r ed t o 'fftul marked and r eceived in evi

dence aa Pro&ecution Exhi bl t i;o . P- 126-A. ) 

PROSECUTION : The Prooec\ltion requestl'I pennisa i on to read ita 

Exhibits P- 126 llnd P-126-A. 

PRES I DE:::!1 Orented . 

(Whereupon Prosecution Exhibit No. P-126 waa r ead to the Court, H 

fo l lo'.YS :) 

"I, Stunnbnnf. Dr , Kurt SI CKEL, be i ng dul y !!worn s t11. te 
the f ol l owing 1 

"I. I epplied for admiuion to t he Allg . SS i n November 
1932 and belonged to the Allg , SS U"l.til Sept 39 , er.d to the 
Wa.ffen SS from "..he 19th Sept 1939 on . 

"Immediat~ly af ter rfry entrsrce hto t:he Waffe,: ss , thus 
ahor tly e.f ter tl:.o outbreak of w111.r , I w:u tre.r,sfer rted to tho 
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Eas t with t he SS Totenkppf, Ce.v Di vision . My duties were the 
supor vls l oa of the health or t he troope e.nd of Poltch J~,·1s 1 
.-,ho we r e const r ucting t he.re a L'lger f or them!lelves and l ater 
we r e used as &bve labore i-G i n the SS " or Jrs . Later, thRt le 
in t he yoars 1942 to ' 1914:t { 30 .6.42- bee;i nnin& of Februl!lry 1944) 
I wu ga.rr i1 on •urgeon t Or LUBLIN, th.1st meru-i ~ ~i.t.t I wa1 
respo~~lbl~ fo r the heal t h ot t he troop• and also t or tha t of 
the Jews who were brought from flll par ts of Eur ops i nto the 
below-mentioned concentrati on oamp~ ln the area of LUBLI N• 
Especially the fo l l owine; oonoon t r ation camps were under :ow 
medioo. l suporvision . 

a. PONIATOOA 
b. DAl'I- LUBLIN 
o . TRAVENICJ..."I 
d . Al rpo1": LUBLIN 
e . KRASUI K 

"I was r esponsible f or t he se oampa r ocpective l y f or the 
.!! ~ate of heal t h i n t ho 11 e caa.pc frcr.i. thoLr ins t a llat i on until 
t he l r dissol utlon . In thes o (.' t'r.tpa no gassing t ook place . Exo 
cutions we re occasionelly carried O\l t , 

"Now and t hen aga i n ot my will e.nd on order of rry s uperi ors 
I had t o de liver to t he Vern i ohtungslager l.fJU DE"'l"ECK ( extermi n
a t i on c&:T'.p !.IAIDElIBCK, Til) pe r sonr. Vfho had been wo rking for me 
in t ite Orthopedi c wor'.cs hops , It wns known t o mo t hnt gau i ngs 
to ok place t he re R."'ld tl".nt t hes e p eopl e got gasaed . Hov1ever , J 
hBVt:il not c onducted mysul f any gaas ings. Amo ng t hose pe r ooni; 
brought .into the llxl.ermins. t io1. orunp MAIDEN l{ Tfore women !lnd 
tn!3D , I do not re cal l the e:r. "!.Ot number Bny mo re . 

"On the whole, I h Rd t o supervi se i n t hese c ~.mps the 
h&Blth of about 20 , 000 Jows , men , -women e.nd child r en . Continu
ously new tra i ns rrcrn 9.1 1 perta or Eur ope orri,red , among them 
Czech , French, and Ro\ll!\e.ni ,m Jews , eto . 

11J\ll these camps dia colved one n1ornlng in November 1943 , 
by shoot i ng all Jews wi thout r.i.y knowing a.bout it . F'or this 
purposo thes e Jew3 h erl t o bu .i..l J e nonnous d itches a nd then we r e 
l i ned up in the di tches one c l ose t o anothe r sod we re ahot 
-..ilb machine guns anct r i fles . Then t he second ehift &ot i 1;ta 
the di t ches and t~ fl rro cert ure wo.e r eros t ed . The ditchea we r e 
about 2½ me t e r s deep and t he Jewe were ehot i n ebout 4 t o 5 
ltwero . !fen, women , and chi. d r en were shot in the s a:ne t n,uohes , 
Onw this dey ecco r di:lg t o m:t estimate about 20 , 000 J ews we r e 
shot in this manner. The ahootlnta for the crea.test part were 
osrrif!d out in the YZ - ollr.lpe in wh\ch t;he p eople were 1.4' t o th•t 
t i.Me - t hus for instance in TRAVEUIKI , PO?TIATC7t1!. . At th.ls tilll8 
I wu Hatu.f of the Waffen SS , The shooti.nga prope r were "'xe
cuted by Totenkopf Ini'antr v Un lts end by the S ,D, (Sicher-
hl'li tediens t -Seour l ty Service . T .N. ) 

"II . Shortly after the exterminat ion or t he LA~ers in 
t he LUBLIN a r ea , which were unde r my med 1cnl s upe rvis ion, I 
cot transferred bac!-: t o thtt 1LSSA.tt 1 t o whleh I be longed already 
since 1939. 

"Du r ing the EIFEL o!'fenaiv~ i n Deo l ?!,4 and Jan 1945, I 
w M the Ree:itnental surgeon on tho lat SS Pz ~tt 1LSSAH 1 , anr.i 
!'or about the f our weeks or t he EIFEL of fensi ve , t.'le e xact date 
I cannot r em8"1ber any more , I wu &li;o oor.mandlnc of'ficor or 
Hq Co . In t he f t.r a t days of Januflllry 1945, the exe.et dfO 'te I do 
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not r eme::nber any more , I waa at t he Com.'T.ti ?ld post of the la t 
SS Pt Rgt. ' L8SAH 1 in a castle in the neighborhood of PETIT 
Tl!IERS . In the r oom besides myse lf were pr esent , t he Regt . 
Commander Joach im PEIPER, Oberstunnbannfuehrer a t t hst t ime, 
ahc a Stubaf and I t hink it wu Stubaf , Werne r POETSCHKE. 
A• -we were sit tin g in this r oom dur in g the afternoon hours 
the door opened end U-Soha Otto WICffit\NN t he Equipment Sgt 
of tho Readque. rters Co . l s t SS Pt Rgt, 1 LSS.AH 1 brought an 
Amtiric an pr i sone r of war i nto t he room. Thi s Ame r ic an pr i 
aone r o f war l ooked extreme l y stftrved end fr oum as ho had 
hidden himi; e lf f or qui te 1orr.o time i n the wood s to pr even t 
bo l ng taken pris one r . 

1' 0be tubsf . PEIPER quastloned t h e man in Engli sh but the 
.Ame r i can prisone r of wo.r r ef us ed t o make a statement . I 
l ooked et t he h and s of t he Americ an prisone r of "'11.r end de ter 
mined that he e howed 3rd degr ee f r o11 t - bitea on both hands . 
On the whole he 'W U physic a lly very much er.u, oie. ted, 

11
For t hese rco.son1 I proposed to Qstubef . PEIPER to have 

t he p risone r bumped off , I cannot r ecall any mor e if I made 
t h.t s proposal with wo r ds or only with gestures or with a;l ances , 
However , I do know tho.t Oatubaf, PEIPER accepted t his proposal 
of mine . I f t his ac cep tance of my propos al W!IB made in wo r d s 
or by ges t ures or wi th g la nce s I do not r emember any more , but 
I know t ha t I was authoriz ed by him i n one form or another t o 
h11. ve the Ame r ican priacner of wa r shot, 

111 or der ed t he r eupon the U- aoha. Otto WICHMANN of the 
HeadqWlr ters Co , 1s t SS Pz Rgt . 1 LSSAH ' wh o at that time wu 
unde r my conanend , to l ead the prisoner of war away and bump 
him off . If I tlld t he.t with words , ' Tnke the swine outeide 
and bump him off 1 or if I usod other wor ds fo r t his orde r, I 
do not remembe r any more . 

" This priaoner of war had , i n fsct , been bumped off . 

" I do not remember any more if WICTNAHN r eported back 
to me t he t the execution wea carr ied out or if I ha d the kn.owl 
edce of t he executed shooting from another sou r ce . I only 
know t he. h e got bumped off . I oannot r eos.11 to have orde r ed 
or carr ied out another shoot lne; of pr:iaonera of wu· or oh i.1-
19.ns in t he EIFE offensive , 

11 For better comprehension of thi.a statement I have pre
pared e. sketch of the r oom in the castle 1n Petit Thier . 
This ske tch I have ms.rkl'ld wl th ' A' ariri ettached it to T!JY 
st!l.tement . The nur.ierllls signiry, 

l. Table 8. Cupboard 
2. Chair 9 . Corner Cupboard 
3. Stove 10. Entra ,ioe Door . 
~.5,6. Che i rs 11. Obstruc t ed door 
7, Divan l2 , 13 . Windows 

111 ho.ve ma~" these atate1T1ents vo l untarily of my own will 
uninfluenced by force, threats or dureu e,od uninfluenced by 
promises of any kind . 

11 I swear before God that the at:,,tem.ents which I have nmcie 
in thi.11 depo11ition are true anrl mn preparsd to r epeat aame be-



fore any court under oath . 

(Si!?led) Dr, Kurt SICKEL 
SS Sturmbnrmfuehrer 
9 April 1946 . 

"Wit neasi 
HOMER B CRA.."fFORD 
Lt: Col. Air Corps 

"Sworn to and subacribod to before me t h h 9 th de.y of 
April 19Ji> at Schwabisoh Uo.11, Germany , 

Wll,LIAl! R. PERL 
lit Lt. M,I. 0•555149 
Invost lgator ..Examiner WCB USFET" 

LT. COL. DWINELL: Col, Ellis , does the Genno.n ocript have the 

Romr.m nume r als I R"l.d II , as it i a tn the type1"1ritten copyT 

PROSECUTION: Yea. 

LT, COL. DWINELL: Tho. nk you . The Defense moves tho.t thla Cour t 

die r eie.rd and str ike from the recor d thnt portion of Prose cution Exhibits 

P- 126 and P- 126- A appearing under par11graph Roman numeral one (I) and 

tha t part of the fi r st sentence of the 11,tatement appearing under para

graph Roman nwne r al two (II) which reads, "Shortly after the extennin

ation of the l ai;ers in the Lublin area, T:hich were under 'my I:'ledical 

supervision, " on th& grounds thnt a uch evidence i s i rrelevant to the 

inues before this Court . 

PR ECUTIOJ: If t he Court pleae e, before you make your ruling I 

(J 

L 
would like permission to ask the witDl'lft S two or three more questt.on1 with 

reference to this statement. 

PRESIDElfT : You may proceed . 

Q Lt , Perl, I hand you ae;ai.n PrnHcutior exhibit me.rked P-126 

and call y.::>ur specific attention to the paregr11.ph marked Rom11.n numeral 

,:me and the first sentence of the p11.rlle;raph marked Roman numeral II. DU 

the aocuood Kurt Sicke mnke any statements to you when he was l'l'ritine; 

this ststement concernine; the i nclulion of that part of his steitem.ent in 

Pro::;ecutt.on Exhibit No, P...1 26f 

Ll'. COL. tr.rINELL1 I objec':: to the qu'!stlon, ecause, despite 11hat 

the e.ccuaed se.id to the "Witneu, tho matter &':ill j,s i rrelevant. 
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PROSECUTION : If the Court ple&se, lr the accused hnd a specific 

purpose f'or putt i ng that in his statement, I think that purpose hea a 

right t o b" shown to thiR Court . 

LT. COL. Dft'INELLi l don 1 t - 

PRES IDENTt The ob jection is overruled . 

A Yu . Sickel wro te the contents or hh first p!l rsg r e.ph in 

direct connection "With t he killing !'\t Petit Thier. He said that the many 

killings he had t o observe in th"se exterminntion oamps, BGainst his will , 

had hardened h im so much , end thet this previous exper i eitce of' him would 

be an excuse for • hat he di<l e t Petit Thier. 

:mOOEOJTION: For the.':. r eo.son the Prosecution believes that thi.s is 

r el evan t and pe rtinont t o t he iesues in this case . 

LAff UEMBER1 The Cour t , in admitting the statemitnt , will disregard 

that pa.rt of the statement , which is cl oo.rly i rre l evant . 

P!lOSECUTI ON: Do I underst,md now thet all of t.h8 Genne.n will be 

read? 

LAW l$rnER : It must be . 

(\Thereupon the stetoment wo.11 r ead in Ge r man by Mr . Thon.) 

PROSECU'J'IOU : The Pros ecution offers in evidence picture affidavit• 

signed by the accused Kurt Sickol i.dent:I fylng the accused Joachim Peiper 

and Otto Wichmann , t c ~e attnohed to the r eco rd end marked Proaecut1on 

Exhibits P- 126- D and P- 126- c, reapeotivoly . 

DEFEWSE: On behalf of tho DefenH , thore ii no objection to the 

picture affidavits or t'leceuity f or read inr; the same, e.nd it is further 

stipulated that the photoe;raphs e.re those of the eccuae.d Peiper a.nd W:fch-

mann, 

PRESIDENT: There be~'1g :to objoction , tha exhibits offered by the 

Prosecution are adI'li tted in evidence and will be marker\ Proaecution r.x

hibita P-126- B e.ud P-126- c . 

{'Thereupon the docunents referred t o were me.rked and received io. 

evidence es Prosecution E'xhibita Noa. F- 126-B std P- 126- c , reapecti vely , 

anti '\r& attached to t: e r ecord ond m1tde e, pllrt hereof . ) 
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PROSECUTION: You mey c r o~9-eJte.mine . 

RECROSS KXA.t1INATION ( Continued ) 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Lt , Col. Dwinell), 

Q Lt . Per l , W8.8 the &tl'ltement Pro98oution Exhibit P- 126 di cta tod 

by you '! 

A Is this the statement of Sickol "l'lh_ich wu just r 'l cd t o the 

Court? 

Q Yes . 

A It wa s dictated from my notee in Germon to Kr l!l mm in Sickel I s 

pr esence , and h e made quito e. number of cor r3ctions and Rugges t tons , 

whi ch partly ore s t ill t o be s een on t he s tatemen t . 

During t he proc ess or dictation , d i d he make r epea ted ob jec

tions to t he s t atements wh i ch you 11ere requiring h'l!n to write ? 

A Yes , anci all t he se ob jeotions a re in t he f inal statement u 

read to the Court. 

Q Was the stenogrl'.\pher who waa preeent, Krrunm who has been a 

witness in thi s o l!l se 'l 

A Yes , si r . 

Q When th e "1.CC\Hled Sicke l objected t o your stnternent s , d id KrMiffl 

uy anything t o Sicke l !lbout his obj ootiona 'l 

A Uo. Kramm neve r opoko e. word , 

~ Didn 1 t Kr l!lmn say , -:>n 1"..ore than cne occAs lon du ring the dicta-

tion, "Go ,iheed P.n d wd te what the o1'fieer tel115 you to write"? 

A no, he certait:l~, never all.ii:!. that . 

o-:=w;SE: Not!lini; furt~.e r from the Dof't"nso on cross . 

PROSECUi'ION 1 No further queetfoni; by Pro~eotitlon. 

PRESIDENT: Any quof!tione by tho Court? 

Apparently none . The "Wi tnoes ia eJtc us'ld , 

(ffhoreupon tho witril'l!I& we.a e.c.cused and wi t hdrew . ) 
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PROSF.CJ TION t Proeecution recalls Mr. Har7 Thon. 

)Ir. Thon , you are reminded t.hat you are s tillunder oath. 

(Whe reupon It". Ha:rry Thon , recalled as a. witnes s f or 

the Prosecut ion resumed the etEui.d.) 

FROSECUTIONt Prosecution hands t hA reporter a 8tatement 

to be nBrked Prosecution ' s Ex:hibi t P-127 tor identification. 

(Whereupon t he document referred to was marked Prosecution •s 

Ex.hibit P..127 by the report.er . ) 

RE DIRECT EJWJlNAT ION 

QUESTIONS BI POOSFX;tlrION1 

Q ~. Thon , dur:i.ng t he coursn or your investigation of 

J.blmedy , did you ever interrogate one Hans Oruhle? 

A I did , sir. 

Q, Is he an accused in t he oal'le now hearing before this Court? 

A Ye fl , sir. He is . 

Q Can yo u identify him? 

A Yas , I can , s ir. 

Q Talce a l ook at the defendants seated on your left and see 

if he is a roong those present. 

A He is sitting there wearing Number 19, sir. 

PRESIDENT: Number 19 stand up . Sit down. 

Q Did he m:::.ke a statell'l9llt to you during the course of 

the interr.gatton? 

A Yes air. He made several oral et~tements and then wrote 

this etAtement, in his OlC'l hanchrritinr; . 

Q I land you Prosecution ' s Elthibit marked "P-12711 for 

identification and ask ., ou if you recognize the handwritinc and 

signat,ul'6 t hereon? 

A Yes , th:i.f is tJ1e written e+..atement of the a ccus9d Hans 

Gruhle who 1.s wearinc Number 19 and 1e s ifn"ld b:r him. 

Q Was thiB statement si~ed in your presence? 

A Y"'"'' sir. I twas. 
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Q was tm s t.ateroent taken tmder oath? 

A Yes , it was . 

Q Who administered the oath? 

A C;mtain Shurnack9r , 

Q Was t h e statement gi ven vol untarily? 

A Ye~ sir. 

Q Did you use any- duresi, or coercion to obta:i.n this statement ? 

A No , air, 

Q Did you Mke any thre3ta or promiees to obtain t his atatement, ? 

A I did not, sir, 

Q Did you use any harsh , cruel or inhuman treatment t o obtain 

this state!t!8nt1 

A, No , sir. 

PROSECUTIOH: Pros e cution offe rs in evidence Prosecut ion ' s 

Fxhibit mar ked 11~127 11 f or ident ificatJ.on 1 to b'3 a t taoh3d to t he 

record and to be mark3d Prosecution' s Exhibit "P-127 11 • 

LT. COlONl:!."'L 1JIVJNELL1 DefBnee obj ects to t ho evidence on 

t he g r ounds p r evioue l:;,• stated. 

PRES!D~T: The objection !soverruled . The Exhibit of fered 

by the Pros eouUon i s admit t ed in evi dence and will be marked Exhibit 

(Whereupon the docwmnt refet'red t.o , having been previously 

l!l.!l rked antl ident ified was r ecaived in evidence as Prooecution 1 s E>tl".ibit 

11P-l27" and is at.tached het"eto and made a part of the record. ) 

PROSEClll'ION: Prosecution C'l i'fern in evtd•mce a true and 

correct Ene].ish t:r'lnslation of i.t.s Exhibit marked "P-127" to be 

attached to t he mcord and marked Proseoution ' a ET.hibit "P-l27A" • 

DEFENSE1 On behal.! of the Defonse , it US desired that an 

objection nay be interposed at a later tim as no opportunity ha~ 

been afforded the Defense to cornp e t he translation. 

PRE3IDllfr s The Exh!.bit o!'fa:red by t~ .t'roaecution is 

adm.tted in evideace and will be te"'ked Pros acution ' s Ex.hibit "P-l27A" 

rlth the s ti~ulation th:.t the De!'ense ,rs::, enter an objecticn at A 

later time. 
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• 
(Whereupon t he docwuent ref erred to wel'I marked 

Proaeout i onts Exhibit "P...127A" by tha r epcrter and is attached 

hereto and made a psrt or the record.) 

PROSECtrl'ION1 Pro secution requeBts permission to read 

its Ex~.tbi111 "P..127• and "P..127A• 

PRESIDENT, Granted. 

PROSECUTION (ReD.ding Proseoution 1s Exhibit "P-127A")I 

"I, Hane Eri ch GRUHLE, bei n~ first duly sworn meke the fo l lo..,...
1na s tatement under oath. 

"During the EIFEL Offensive in December 194h I was SS !iaupt
~tu.nnfuehrer on t he sta f of the let SS Panzer Regiment, LSSAH, and 
as such was the Ex.ecutive 0.ffico,r of the P.egimntal. Conu'.!8nder S8 
Obersturmbannf11ehrer Joachim PEIPER. 1 

"On 15 December 194h - I believe 1t was a round 1500 hours 
1n the afternoon - a Kommandeurs I rreeting toOk place in a fore..ter ' s 
house i n t he woods near !3LENKEJUlEit.l. Thia meeting o, nsisted of 
t wo separate sessions . Firstly, the re w11s a ' tactical discU3sion ' 
aunng t he co'!l!i18nders of the bsttAlions, and PEIPER and Obersturm-, 
bann.fuehrer HERTZ IG , Secondly , t here wae s ' sU!"ply disoussion1 
which was conducted by me, 

"Immedjately after these d1Ecusdons were ooncluded
1 

I wae 
called to PEIPER and received from him an order which I was told 
by 'him to paes on to the commanders of the dif ferent unit s whl 
were a s sembl ed in an adjoining room. Ther e upon the doora between 
the rooms were swung open m3k:1.re it one big room. The order I 
received .from PEIPF.lt and wh.t ch I read as I had bean directed to 
do was s ubstantial ly as follows , 

' The Gennan nation has l ined up ! or ite laet 
fight . This offensive is its last big effort. 
The objective is ANTWrnP and to break up the 
Allied forces which have lined up in the AACHEN 
area. 

' The German nation expects from its soldiers the 
greatest preparedness for action, oourace and 
sacrifice. TM 'Deople will not welcoe, our 
advance 1n whose territory we will carry the 
.fight. Any resietance from this qWl l"'ter and 
against any acts of terror you "111 have to 
counter "1th the greatest ruthlosonese. 

' This fight will b9 oonducted stubbornl:r "1th 
no recard f or Allied prisoners 11f war who Wi.Jl 
have to be shot if the 1itw:ition makes 1 t 
necessary and con;,els i t,. 1 

11Thia order was U'sued by the 6th BS um:, thrnugh the Division 
and was signed by SS Obersti;:nippentuehrer Jose! (Sapp) DIETRI CH. 
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"The follow-1_ng off'ioera nre present when I read this ord.err 

lbteraturmf'uehrer FISCHl!.."R , Adjutant, 1s t SS P'Z a,, lat 
SS pz Rogt, L9SA.q 

Olteraturmtuehrer KALINOSKI, Adjutant, 2nd BS ~ 81, 
lot SS pz Rogt, IBSAH 

The Adjutant of the 3rd Pn Grenadier a-i, :ind pz Gronadier 
Regt , whose name I no longer remmaber 

Sturmbannfuehrer Dr SICKEL, Recillll!lntal Sul'geon, 1s t SS pz 
Rogt , ISSA!! 

Oberaturmfuehrer IIAULE, Regt WM.pons and Anmunition Of.fioer 
Oberatumfuehrer OUELDEN , Regt Transportation Offioor 
Obersturmfuehrer ICRmSmt, Co!Tl!ll8.nding 0ff ioer1 

1st SS pz Co , la t SS pz Regt , LSS.'JI 
Ober:,turmf'uehrer CHRIST, Commanding Officer , 

2nri SS pz Co 1 1st SS pz Re gt, ISSAH 
Obersturmfuehrer JUMKER , COTTm1an din8 Of.t'ioer 

6th SS pz Co , l • t SS l'Z Rogt , L'lSAH 
Hauptsturmf'uehrer KLIMGELIDEFER, Conruanding orficer, 

7th SS l'Z CO I lot SS l'z Regt , ISSA!! 
Obersturmfuehrer S IEVERS , Commanding Officer, 

3rd Panzer Pioneer Co , 1st Pioneer B'l, ISSAH 
Obersturm.fuehre r :!l:UMPF, Commanding Officer, 

9th Panze r Pioneer Co , 1st SS Panzer Regt, ISSAH 
Ma.jar Wolf I CoJT1M.nder of tt.e 84 Antl- Aircra.ft Re~t 
SS Oberstunnbannfuehrer von We.sterhagen 
SS St urmbapnfuehrer POETSCHKE, Cotwander 1st en 

1st $8 l'Z Regt 
SS Stunnbannfuehrer DIEFENTHAL, Commander, llI Bn, 

2nd pz Oren Regt 

"I am positive about the presence of all t hose named above when 
this order was r aad to them by ne 'With the AXoeptions of CHRIST and 
KRE1'SER 1 a nd it if: iey- ba ot rocollaotion the.t thq were there al ee , 

"The .fact that this order hae bean recei ved had to be aclmowledged 
in writing by all the oonq:,aey nomrMn.ders, In addition they were 
ordered by Qbarsturmbannfuehrer PEIPER hims elf to pass t he order on 
in oo extracted f orm to their lDl!ll , With this the JMeting wae adjourned, 

"I have prepar ed a sketch sholfiruJ the location of this toreAter•s 
house near BLINmlHEDI where this meeting was held. It is marked 
E,,chibit "A", and I have attached it to this 1tatement am nuke it a 
part hereo.r. 

"I do declare further that I t'a'Te knowledge o.r the 9lootin& ot 
two American prisoners ~ lfllr on orders or Obereturmbanntuehrer 
PEIPEll• Ono shooting took place 1n STOU!O.T and ~ho othor 1n 
BIJJlCHE J.ONTAINE 1 about l km east of Petit Their. This is how thiJy 
happened 1n detail. 

11 Tho shooti.n.G in STOUMJNT which happened on 19 Dacewber 19LL: 
After tfie cap t ure oTtlii"'vrI!ic'e,"""'l nae stBndin& W1t~urm=
bannfuehrer PEIPEn , Sturmbann.fWJhrar f'OETSCHKE and sone other 
officers and men j_n fron t of the second house on the eaBtern edce 
o! STOlP..ONT, and was looking at t.he ce.ptured weapons and :,.ms , when 
all or a sudden an Ansricarr soldier , jW'lt captured, was bro•icht to 
Qberstunnbs.nn!ueh.rer PEIP:EF . The interroeation, oond.ucted by 
PEIPER ~elf did not brini; any resultB which could te u.se::i.. I 
then turned a,ray for a sOOrt time 1n i"'"'Cl,9r to converse witb a 
German 3p9akine; civilian wb.O had asked for an !riterview. Dur:1~ 
the ti!M 0£ ey absence- this Ansrican .sol dier 'M:1.S shot. He was 
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C-7-5 lying near a hoooe in a fisld, betnen the ditches , The o rder 
f or this s hooting was given to a Oemen eoldier fran tho Regim9nte.l 
Headquarter& Company by Obel'8turm'ronnfuehrer PEIPER, PEIPER later 
told ma thie himself, 

"In furthe r explanation of this shooting I h&vo prepared a 
sketch showine this houae on the outskirts of STOUICINT I the epot 
wht'l re the soldier was s hot , etc. Thie s ketch is marked Exhi bit ttnn 
b attached Mreto , and is m9.de a part hereof, 

HThe s¥¾5~ in Blanda Fontaine which ha~emi on 01• about 13 jiua7 lle'd'ati"rc~nl:n ~Yi AnAinerioan 
'inl er waso'apturia oy"iii:embers of tJie' treir~dquarters 
COlTl!)eny in the bordering woods and was brought before Obcrsturm
bannfuehrer PEIPER on or about )J Januo. ey 1945 for interrogation, 
A.t the tinE there were also pre~ent in the CP Stu.rmbannfuehrer 
Dr . SICKEL, St urmbaMf'uehrer POE'.l'SCHKE , and I, The so l dier waa 
dressed i n a very MUch worn Amr.1..cen tmi!orm. He identi fied 
hiniself 'Ill t h his i dentif ication card and reported or ally t hat 
h3 flea 24 years ol d a nd Uat ha was from Texas . His W1it and br.:mch 
of m,,v; he did not state. 

11While wandering around fo r a l ong time in t ho woods hie 
hands and feet had becone frozen. Under these circu.11Stances I tried 
to s end him ,1 t once t J thenext hoflpitel through Regimonta l Surgeon 
Dr. Si ckel , especially since i t appeared furthe r interrogation woul d 
be usel ess . tt,," wieh and intention were r efused by Oberstunnbann
f uehrer PEIPER and POETSCHKE in s'.o rt order with t ho reIM.!"kthat 
I 1'RS pe rhaps f e:3ling sorry. PEil'ER ordored Dr. SICKEL to cause 
the i mmediate shooting of this Anerican p:rieoner of wAr , al thoush 
I a a.in express9d lliY disapproval . Just how t he sol dier was shot 
or the l ocation of his grave a re fact s un)mown t o rne , The CP :!.n 
Blanche Eontaino was in a hunting lodge, and i ts l ocation i s 
!!!Ore cl ea1·zy shown on anoth.3r sketch I have drawn , which I have 
marked Exhibit "C" and have attached her eto , 

11m both t he above motioned cases the American sol diers wer e 
wearing American uniforms and were unarmed and had definitely 
surrendered. 

"This stat ement cons i s t ina; of 9 pageA and t hree sketches ,ra.s 
m:ide vo l untar ily by rm J uninfl uenced by fo r ce, t hreat a , dureae or 
promises of any t".ind . I swear before God that the facts stated 
herein lrJ 118 a re true and I am prepared to repoat~me unde r oat h 
before any court of justice, 

I•/ ~ANS ORU!iLE 
18 March 1945 

11s-,.-om 1D !I.Ild Sl.ll,scribe:i before mo 
thll 18t h d a;, of M,.rch 1946 •t 
SC!f~ABISCH HALL , OE!l.M/J,! 

/o/ RAPHAEL S11\l11ACK!R 
Capt CMP" 

(Whereupon the statement was read in the Geman l ancuase•) 

JAW P~: The Court notices an error in t he &lcl ish 

t,rAnsl ation. In that section where the officers who a t tended the 

rteet in: are described, bo""-h POETSCRKE and DIEP'DfTHAL are r efctted 

http:anoth.3r
http:Januo.ey


/fl77 to as Captains instead of Majors .
C-7-<> 

PROSECU'!'IOlh We have CO?T9oted that . Prosecution offers 

in ttvidence picture. affidavits eigned b7 the aooused. Hans Oruhl e 
1 

trl.AJ1t.:'..J')in& tf'.c i,,,,C:Jused Friedrich Christ, Joeft! D1etenthal Josef 
1 

Dietrinh, Arndt Fischer , Benoni Junker , Oekar Klingelhoefer, 

Joachim Peiper, Erich RWJi)f, Kurt Sickel and Franz Sievers to be 

attached to the record and na r ked Pr oseout:l.on te Exhibit s ''P...127D", . ' 
"C 11

, "D" 1 "E11 
, ttFII, "G" 1 

11 H", 11 ! 11, II J II 11nd "K'' respectively, 

DEFENSEt On behalf of tho Defense , t hsre :I.a no objection 

to the picture El. ffidavits or necesstt7 t or readine the s ame, and 

it is f urth~r :. tipulated t het t he photog r eph!J are t hose of tte 

accus ed , Chris t , Diefenthal, Dietrich, Fhct.r,~· , Junka::- , Klingel hoefer , 

Peiper , Erich Rur,ipf, Sickel and Sievers , 

P ll"SIDENT: Th~re b'31ng no objection, t he oxhi bits o f ared 

by th3 Prosecution \'fill be ad!r.itted in evi derice and will be rarked 

E,chibits "P-l27B11 to 11K11 r espectively, 

{Whereupon t he docunents referred to were marked 

Prosecut ion ' s Exhibits 11 P..tl27B11 t o "K'' raspectivElly by the 

reporter and are attuched to and made a part of the recoro. ) 

PJOSECl!rIOU i You ma:, cross examine, 

RECROSS EXAUINATION 

C!=TIONS BY DEF8.'1SE (Dr , Leilins) 1 

Q I s it co"rect t hat these s t atements of Gru.hle wore 

te rminat ed on t he 18th of March? 

A It was tenni.,ated woon m signed hits name. 

Q Do ;:rou know wl-.,.;. t dat.e that waa ? 

A I just read i t , but I re~lly don ' t know :t, any roore , 

Q Do you know when Poipe r ffO.s intermcated? 

/;,. No , I don tt }mow 'ff'hen Peiper was ir.t~rrogated, I did 

not interrocate Peiper-_ 

Q You don 1 t know whim he delivered th-: first lf!"itten stetettent? 



/fl77 
c-7-7 A Hi.a first written shtement I think was in December• 

Q Do you still know that you showed written ataterrente 

or Gruhls to Peiper before he madd t hose written at9.temonte, Do 

you know that ho showed Gruhl e written ataterrents of Pe'lper be:fore 

he n:e.de thoee statements , hefo:ro Gruhle made t his statement? 

A That is very possiblo. 

Q. Donft. you know exactly? 

A I didn ' t know f or certain , no , 

Q Ware t hose r eal statemnts or were thoy wha t you call 1n 

Frlglbh faked? 

A I.f I showed him a stateroont i t we.a one or tho~e statements 

that were introduced here , It was no raked statement. 

DR, LEIL!N0 1 No !'urthe r questions . 

PRES ID~Tt The witness i:3 excused, 

(Whereupon the witness was exoUBed and wt thdrew from too 

courtro om.) 

PR!-.SIDmT , Court will recess until 1.530, 

(Whereupon t he Court reoesced at 1500 hours • ) 



ar aupon tm Court r aoonvened st 1530 hours. ) 

PRl!:SIIENT: Take seats . Court wi ll ooue to 

order. 

PRUSB CUT I ON 1 I r tha Court p l aua , let the 

r ec ord ' show that a ll the membe r s of t M Court, all th:t 

nsmber s of the Prose cut ion, a ll tho l'IBmbers of' the Def ense, 

..,1t h_ t ha axoapt i on of ~ . Strong, 'l'1ho is a fok in the 

hospita l , and Dr . Ra u , who is absont on busine s s or t he 

dofenso , a l l the defendants , and the r eporter are pra sant . 

Prosecut ion r oca l ls Lioutenan t Per l, 

Lt . YiILLIA Ji R, PER L, reca lled a s a witness f'or the 

Prosecution , testi f' ied further through an inta r preter as 

fo llows: 

(Wher eupon the ques t ions , an s?.ers arri otre r proceeding s 

ws r e trans l ated iD trn Ger man counse l and to tho sooused . ) 

PROSECUTION , Lioutonant Pe rl , you are reminde d 

you are still tmder oath , 

Prosec ution hands the re po r Wr a statomant to be 11':Wlrkod 

Prosecu t ion ' s Exhib it 128 for iden tifica.tion . 

( ''h9re upon the document referred to was ma,rked 

l-rosec ution Exhibit No . P-l.28 f'o r identif'ioation by tro 

ro portor.} 

RE Dnu-lCT i:!XA '!NAT ION 

QUEST I ONS BY PROO EC1TTIO!I , 

Q Lieutenant Perl, du ring t hti ooursa or your in-

vestiP:ation of th9 ?. aln:edy case, did you tab! 'llOr1:t than one 

statenwnt f'rom Otto ichnwmT1 

A Yes, air, l did . 

Q Can yo U' ident1,fy Otto Wi chmann again! 

A Yes, sir , he is weari n ~ namber 73 , 

(Perl-Rediraot) 
l!i72 



Q Did you take more thftn one writ ten ata tJe man t 

from Otto Wichrrann ? 

A Yea , air, I took two ...rit ten statements . 

Q I hand you Prose oution l!: xhibit rrerks d P - 128 for 

iden tifioation and as k you if you oan tell whoee handwrit ing 

that is 1n and wno signed it? 

A It was wr it t en by Otto Wicnn.nn and signed by 

hi m. 

Q l\'as the statelll!tnt sworn to? 

A Yes , it was • 

Q l\bo adrn1nistered t he oath? 

A I did . 

Q Was the statotn8n t signed in your pr e sence ? 

A Yes, a i r , every pag tt v.es signed in my p r esence . 

Q Wae thia &tt\tement given vo l untarily? 

A Yss , sir . 

Q Did you uee any d ure ss or coercion to obtain t his 

statement? 

A No , si r. 

Q Did you trake an y threats or pr omises to ob ta i n 

this statettant? 

A I did not . 

Q Did you use any harah, orua l er inhumane treatment 

to obtain thlll atate1T11nt? 

A No , sir . 

PROSECUTION 1 Proaeou tion off'era in ev idence a 

statermnt wirkad Zxhibit Number P- 128 fo r identification, 

to be attaeh&d t o too record and be p,..arkad Prosecution ' a 

.!!,rq.1bit Number' P- 128 . 

(Pe r 1-Redi reot ) 
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Tk !f,178•SR- o/7· 3 LT. cot. DNINE LL1 Dofs nao obj eota to tre evidenoe 

on the grounds previousiy sta"b9d . 

PRESIIENT1 Ob j ection overru le d . Tht exnibit 

offered by the Prosec ut i on ill admi tted in avtdenos and will 

bs mar ke d Exni bit P-128 . 

( \'iha re upon the doo umnt ref erre d to was r eceived in 

evidence e.s Proeeout lon E: xnibit No . P-128 , h attached 

hereto and made a Fart of tho record. ) 

PR0SEClfTION1 Prosecution offe rs i n e v idence a 

tr ue and correct Ent; lish translation of ita exnibit P-128 , 

to be attacn!ld t o th9 r ecord and be marked Exnib it P-128-A. 

ffi F".e:Ns C: COUNSE: L1 On behalf of the Defen se, 

there is no objection . 

PRESIDENT: There being n o oojeotion, t he a:xnibi t 

offered by the Prosec ut ion is admit ted in ev idenott and will be 

rarkod E:x:nib it P- 128 -,A. 

(wnereupon the doounant r efer red to Ml.a received in 

evidenoo as Prosec ut i on E:xnibit No . P -128 •A . ) 

ROSECUTION: Prosecution r a queoto per ""liaaion to 

r e ad its exhibits P-12e and P -12 e-A • 

• ~SIIENT: Granted . 

( V1l,e ra upon Lt . Col . E1lia proceeded to read Prosecution 

~xn1bit No . P-128 a s fo llo'1'·a)1 

"l was asked toda y if I recalled any f'urtrulr details 
concerning the murder of' tne American PW in Petit-Th ier or 
concerning an y other shootings no d I was r eque s ted to ,rite 
down everything e.ue tn.at occur r ed t o me . 

I therefore r eport t he f'ollowin g confor ming to the t r u tn1 

1 . On the way to tM scene of th~ shooting I took the 
Aimrican Prt s steel helnai,t eff 1--0oauH the prison llil" 1186 so 
w9ak th!!lt ""' ftl'"ost ha d to c arr y him . I uaed this Ar:nrican 

(1'1cnmann Stateueut) 
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stee l helmet a few daya for washing . 

2. I be lieve the.t tne Ameriaan tmderatood a little 
Garrran. Wl'en I took him to the CP , M appeared to be more 
hopaful than he did aft8r the inWrrogotion. en I e s corted 
him into tl-e woods, ha gaw tm impreaa ion or be 1ng complete
ly brokan down . I t is pooaible tna t h9 already lmew, f rom 
the i nterroga tion whicn had be i:,n oonduote'd in &:ng liah, what 
awaited h:1m. The p- iaoner diad instantly. I observed from 
the WAY ne oo!lapsed , i , o ., e.a i1' etruok by lightning , t hat 
my snots had h i t his haart. I thon looke d at the bullet ho l ee 
too , f ro'll. wh ich it was a pparent tnat two anota went tnrough 
the heart. I coul d also observe from nis l ife.1essness that 
tne man l'IE!IS dead . Ae I have r eoa1led since my last wr i tten 
atat e!'ll8nt, I did fi re one .. ore s not int.o "trie head of the 
dead man f'rom very o lose r ane;e booauee the d iraotive r equir es 
thnt v.hon s ono body iii snot unde r orders• anothe r last shot i s t o 
be fired at close range , even l'alsn -the man who is to be shot 
h dead anynow. I saw that I hit t he Antr ican in the back of 
the head. Neva rtheless , when t his bullet hit h im., he did not 
llX)V8 any more be cause he was alr eady doad in any oase. 

3 . To the be s t of my knowle dge , he .,.es n ot burie d by us 
whoo I r ece ived tha order t o ' dig him in ' • I sent a man, 
whose nara, I no longer r e mem be r, t o t hs s oene of th9 shooting . 
This !'IBn then returne d nn d to l d 118 t ha t ha oouJd not bury the 
oorps e because the g r ound was f r ozen . 

4 . I. a l so r err.embor that just before the offensive , 
the f ac t that 1 this t ina ngain , no pr i sonarll are to be taken' 
"'8s univor sally ]mown in the Stabs kompagnie (Hg Co .)• 

I de o .1are , in con fo rm i ty wi t h the tr utn, "tha t I wne 
never pr e sent Ylhen such an or de r , .es read t o our c ompany. 

I d eclared in my oral intarroP'ation thnt I ..,oul d s ay so if 
any s uoh fo r mal order ha d beon read t o ms , ' in spite of my fo ar '. 
And I na s a eked wny I should be afraid t o q ke this daclara t ion 
if it ..,are tr ue . I th3re for e desire to exp la in ?hat I ms an t 
by tl'B t i Since it s universally kno,'«l in the Stabskoqiagnie 
( Bq Co) of the 1 SS P r; . Rg t . that no prisoners '1"18re t o be tat en 
in tlis offensive , this order (or in case it v.e.s not a fornal 
ardor , tl'ese instructions for conduo t or directive) undoubted l y 
oa?m from tho Kom-iandaur (S tandartanfuehror PSIPi:.'R) . At 
le ·ast i t must o~rtainly have been knom to him that there was 
general converaetion in tM Stabskompagnie (Hg Co) oC' this 
Reg imont a bout tha fac t that n o prisonors '11.0Ul d be taken in 
this offene be . 

I admit openly that I O M afraid of being porseouted and 
Dl.lrdered by one of PEIPER ' s f o llov.ors , if I say anything aga ins t 
S tandar teni'uehrer PE IffiR , 

Ever since my bst stui.ement 1 have bHn afraid that OM 

day ll"bett I am free a g-etn , I wi ll get a dagge r in my back, be 
cawse in eonrcr mity with the truth, I told that I received the 
order from Standartenf~nrer F~IF.:li and Stur:rbannfuenr sr SICKCL 
to snoot tte exhau sted f rozen A!ll9r ican prisoner of war , I n 
order to be i:erfeotl y f'ran~ according t o r:ry ov.n consc hnce , I 

( icltt.a.nn Statement) 
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ac ted upon the order of PE lPBR, because he was the highest 
ranking officer 1n the p i aoe and hl3 oonduoted the int erro
gation and the or der clearly ensued wi th his understanding. 

Ky fe ar of be ing executed by ona o!' the followers of 
NJPE:R a s a traitor :ls proba ol y inoolll)rehensiole to the 
Ane rioans, out l am certain that the a1ure fear holds ' rrany of 
my oontt"ades baok f rom tolling th:l truth. 

s t andartenf\lahr9r PEIPc:R is a v.o 1l knovm and dynamic 
1Brsonalit y . Ever since ne took: over the re g iment, I have 
known him and tt\e inoro d1bJe inf1ue noe whioh he ia ab1e t o 
exercise ove r nen . I r tre eituation evar changes in German y 
an:i t m occupa tion ends , PE: IP6R, wno is a mo s t enthusias tic 
Nazi a nd a marked t ype Fuahr!!lr besides , wi ll bo one of thl 
gr eate!l t per sonalities of tho Four t.'1 Re ieh . TM n all of t hose 
;,,"ho dia not de ny all t he aooueat iona , and of cour se , t hose wno 
gave nim aVt'8y , viill be ' bumped off ' by h i s peop le . 

I r e JT8mber, f er extur~ le, the.ton t he day tha t it was 
obvious to every SS Man tblt the war was fino. lly los t , ( it v.e.s 
tl'e day on "'i'hio h t \.. e deatl'lof the Fuenre r was ..,,a de kno;,n) , 
Haupts turm...t'Uehr e r SCt1lll..ZE sa id t o me an::l my o ther oororades , 
' The f ue hrer i s dead , bu t v.~ will ral l y ar ound our Koltl;"Mrrleur . 
In the f ub.tre , we must nevar ge t ou t of t ouch wifu him . we 
will continlE the wo r k of t le Fuenrer with Standarteni'uanre r 
P3IP~R as our l eader, even a f ter t he war is los t .' 

I do not know any more wn, thar those were tha exact 
v.-ords , o ut 1n any c a se , t hi s wus the sense of t ho words , und 
t h 1s declarat i on is characteristic of th-, a tt itude of our 
r e r, imen t . Fur th.1r rror G, in our co 11 in ZUP R:HHAUSfi:N , in v1h i oh 
ten of us ,·.er e , it ,-.e s genera lly said t blt he v1ho makes a 
sta term n t a ,;ains t h is s uperior , i s 03r ta in to be punished 
fo r t i'E. t one d ay by FE IP..:!R and to d iaappear , Thn t ia what 
no ant vhw I s a i d that J a ctually heard no f or mal order to 
take no prisoners , ani -tbat I would HY so in c ase I had hea r d 
a fortr.a l order , ' in spite of my fear • 1 

5 . I t fur t her occurs to na tt-e.t in the can-p at 
ZUF...;NEAtSt:..'N , th3 word, BB circulated tl'Bt Standartenfi.ehrer 
FEIF.:l'i s there too, and tnat ha nad the fo lloT1ing T,Ords 
I:»- saed om t 1 at .-e should say that fOJ TSCHIG gaw the order 
tc snoot the A"'ericans before Ji:}l"':J DORF, ~ r 1'0 -"'TSClilr3 v:as 
dead anyhow. I no longer )-now how this nnsoage ca re to us . 
I t is pos sible t hat tlit 18D v1ho f>ltched ttJO fooc1 br o1.1&nt it . 

I Sffl!O;r befor e Ood t ha t thl!tse sta te 'ants of mino c on ta in 
the pure nnd whol e truth and nothing but ths 1r uth, and that 
they contain everything that I have r 'lce lled since my lae t 

interroration about fuur ,,,esk11 8 $0 • Th9so stoten:ente "18l"O 
"'ade voluntarily by me , uninfluenced by foroe, threats or 
prol" iees, and v.ere M"itten 1n my O\ll!l handwrit:1ng . 

·1cttt,\?1N Otto 
SS lintersc~a'l"!\lenrer 
J anuary 23 ~ lD46 

( 1'>hmann S\;ate,.,nt) 
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Sworn to and aubao r ibe d bofore rre thia 
23r d day of January, 194ti at Sonwaebiaoh 
Hall, Gernany. 

WILLIAM R. PERL 
l at Lt. lit . I. 0-566249 
Investigator Examiner 
Wa r Crimea Branch 
U:IF.ii:T AFO 633" 

(1'b are upon t'roaeoution 1 a Exl'libit No . P-128- A 

was read in t ha Gertr.an language . ) 

PR0SECUTI0N1 You ma y orou oxam ine . 

flt. IEBR : I do not intend to oroas examine the 

wi-m.ess but I have e, mo tion to the Cou r t. I request the 

Court to strike f r om t he record th, exhibi t off ered by the 

Prose out ion on tl'e fo llowing g r ounds . It ill t rue t hat somsi 

f e w 1'aot6 are oontaine d in this exnib i t. Ho,,;ever , tll8ae 

factua l statemen t s are ail oonte. ined in the previou s atatanent 

of 'l'ic nne,nn . The pur pose and use or Proaeoution ' a E,:n i bit 

Numbe r 128 is evidently t he following1 I t is the ?'l rsonal 

op inion of a compar ative l y low elas a pers on wt\ose pro fe ssion 

1a t ha t of' a but oMr --

FROSE:Ctrrl0N ( Interrupt ing) 1 0 ~je ct to t ha t 

sta tement --

IR. LE:ER ( I nterruptin r J 1 -- toy.•rda nia aupario r 

offioor. 

PR3S IreNT 1 Thei objection ia austeinad . 

PR0S-2: CUTION (Continuing), - - and l ioove that it 

be str icken from his speech . 

LA'\"' AEH3~R : Dr . Loar, while you represen t on l y 

carte in defendants , you muat remember that the peroon ?!hose 

stateimnt yo\l. are talldn ~ about ia also one of tha accused 

and I a m definitely certain that it ia hignly lirproper for 
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t:h• a t torn•y f or one aoouH d to make impr ope r r emar ks wi t n 

rea peot t o anotha r aoouaed a t t hia ti.rm. Tha t portion of 

your a t a teu nt wi ll be 1t rioten fr om thl!I r ec ord . So far 

a a your motien to atr i h the evi dence 1a conoe rned, wituou t 

going any f urthe r, t he Court l'l'i ll t ab, into oonaidera t ion 

tnoae parts of tne sta tement which the Cour t deems a re ir

re l evan t and im.'llata r i al. 

DR . IEBR1 Mir ht I make a br ief statermnt to the 

Court? Th!t Court has UJ1.doubtedly misunderstood e . I was 

not trying to evaluate t he relative me ritl!i of several acc used . 

I wanted to r; ive tne ground, f or my lKltion to str i ke t he 

evidence because this piece of evidence oontaina only ar gumant11 

as to a pa r t i c 11l ar onaraotar, and not f acta. 

LAW l!li:llroR t The Court has ruled , and the Court 

will tah into oonllideration the 1,mmateriel portions in the 

statement , if t here ar e any . 

PRESIIENTt Anyth i ng furtMr by the Defenee ? 

mFENSE C0UNSE L1 Notning further. 

PR0SECl1l'ION: lit have no fur t her questions . 

PRE:S IDENT 1 Any quutiona by the Court? Ap-

parently none. Tt. witn•H ia e:xouaed . 

DEFENSE C0TJlJSELt Kay it p lease the Court, the 

Defense daeir-e.- to clear tna record in reference to certain 

pending obj•otiona previOUJ!llY nr\e to translations of 

statements lllad• by tho aoo uaed in this oaae . At t hi s time 

it is stated I.hat eornperiaon haa ba•n made and the tran a laUona 

ar• reaaonably acc urate and acoep tabl• to the Defense 

PR03EC0TI0N1 rr tm Cour\: please , Prosecution 
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PRESIIEN1'1 !he Geraan c•\IJlHl have requHted 

oue, llrhicin r•qu.at 1s •nd•r..d by tht eni•f counul r.r 

th• Def•nae. In. cird•r te fully Hrve t ht intere s ts of 

j u11the , this requut 1a gnnt•t'l. by th!I Court. Accor d ingly, 

the Ceurt 1a new adjou rned to mi,et again at 0H3 U hours 

lt.onda y , June 17t h. 

( Vb t r•upon at U 56 hours t he Court •d j ourned to 0830 

houra .b,nd•y, 17 June 1946.) 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

~al Roe tba.l u , igul't l tu W., Crimu llru1ti1, United Shi.-. Arni ). 

A P O 63:t, u 1111 intr r prr te r , li n ing h c en ,lu ly ijY.o rn , 1le1w•r ..u l 1latt• 1luu tl, r 11 1t 11 cf1 r ,I E 11 g li~l1 Tr11110!111in 11 i ~ 

• lrnc 11 11d accurate n :11dc riu g or the Germa n orig i1111I of 1/w a11111•111e nt u f 

Fr 1.ede l K;IES 

1Mk c 11011 26 March 1946 

1,eforc WILLIAM R. PERL , l a t L t ., M. I. 

I , 1he tlc p u 11 c 11t , furtl11:r s l a t e 11! 11 1 I 8p ea k Ger m an 1111,I E11gl id1 Aue ntl )· 1111, I 11111 fu ll )· 11 11 11 1ili e,I h 1111 ,·,q•r rt 

Gcr 111 111. Englial1 iutc ri irc lc r hy r~uon of Ili c follo wing 11u 11 1ifi ra 1io n ~: 

2. • • apoken LngUah tor nia. 7oara . 

J . I a \""11ad i..118.liun t ur lhrM 7 111ara in ao b.c;iol 111 VlJ.MNi., ~u:JrHLi. . 

4 • ~ lho..t in ~ olnae JIUlu , 1939 . I bu•• li ven t.aa.,l.oyed. by \be 
U. -, . ilt11r Uopttr\mun\ d u O.rmuu .. Wlgl.!Mb 1.o\ur,u.·oter a tnoe lWl• 194.5 . 

S..·uru aml 1uli1cr il.,e1I to hc for c me tl1 i1 

11 1 Sd1wii l, isd1 lhll. G.-rm• ny. 



• 
I, Friedel KIES, being rirat dul.y sworn, make the 

tollowillg statement Ulld.ar oath. 

During tho ED'Ji.L ottenaiTe in Deoember 1944, I was 
a mmber of the Jrd Panzer P ioneer Coq)any, lat Pioneer 
Battali on, LSSaH. 

B.tore tho EIJ'l!l. ottenaive I think it waa already in 
&i'ZVEr, Unteraturmtuehrer Sli:l'l'Z gave WI Com_pac,y in
structions in which h e said the following, 

'Priaonara of war will not be Imde in this offensive.• 

During the night t'rom t he 16th-17th December 1944, we 
l eft the BiTOuao area in the BU.NKENIEIM wood• aoi drCJYe 
into the ottonal'f'e. 

We reocbed a big oroes-road north ot ENlELSDO\F, in my 
ern;imai.ion tb.ie cro88 ~oad was abou.t 2-3 }Q:Jl dlltant fran 
mlELSDOR!'. 

I can remember that we turned lfltt around a oUM'e at 
this oroae ..road toward.a FN~ELSDCRI' am that we etopped in 
troni. of a pas ture that was a itu.ated ri l!;,ll t of the road. 
We napped on the righ1: a id• or tba road in front of thia 
pasture ai. which I noticed tba1: thara wore approxln:ately 
50-t>O &l)pareni.ly dead .A.m.erioan prisoner• ot war lying on 
this paa1:ura . I definHaly remember to haYe seen one who 
still iooved. 

We only stood there vei•y shortly wben Unter&chartuthrer 
BEuJ.'NFR gave the ordeJ.' to the whole crew of our SPW to ahoot 
a 1. th 1:1 ,11"isoners . 

Pioneer J'InAS~JiX , who waa our No. l M,O. gunn_. thereupon 
ahot in1.o the prisoners with hie rear M. o • 

.A.a far as I can remember no 01:her men of our crew did any 
ehoo1.ing. 

I al.oo know of two other oauee 'llfa'aby .\m&·ioan priaoner• 
OJ. war were a hot ana I myself p_. tioipaied. on oi•dar ot Onter
aobar.fuehrer BEVI'NER and Unteraturmfuehrer SEITZ . 

It waa on 19 December 1944 around 3100 o'clock in the attar
noon in Sl'Otlil.ONI'. 

We were plaoed on guard when Uuteraobu.rtu.ehrer BWrN.l!R 
pMaed ua and gave me the order to can.a with him. 'Ile entered 
a house in which there wae an .\me1·ican pr isoner ot 1!1lr. I know 
that it was an Amer ican because I know tbair uniform, am la:Jow 
that it was a prieone•· beoauae he b.ad the bands raie ed eod hie 
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banda folded aboTe hi• hoad. 

Unterechartu.ehrer Bml'N»t ordered me to lead the priaoner 
a.way and aaid to ma, 

• you lmow what you baTe to do.• And ihereby gripped 
towai·de his pietol. :D. want wiib the priaoner a few bouaN 
furth er away and then ahot him down. I fired tour to the 
ahote a,; thtt priaooer, I still remember that the ab.ota penetrat
ed the head and oheat. The prisoner tol l to th• growid and did 
not move any more, the.1:e!ore I am oonvinoed tba-c he was dead• 
I returned to my gwrd poat on aec11rity . 

The ne:n shooting took pla oa in the Tioinhy ol' t h e OP ot 
t he lat pl atoon <1 tbl Jrd Pz Pi Ccapany. I went pas t t h is CP 
by ohanoe , i n tron-c of whi oh atood Utlt e.1:a-curmtuebrer SE:tl'Z, and 
Stun:ame,lUl J"OHANNSEN with two priaonera of war . Unteratunnt'Uehrar 
SBn'.Z atopped ma and gaTe J"OHllfi9EN and me the order to lead the 
two prisoners away a nd to a b.oot them. 

We we nt a t n bollaea further and then ahot t he t1'0 priaonera . 
I would lik e t o add t ha-c t h e t wo prisoner• walked t wo to thr9e 
met er s with r a ised hand.a ahead ot ua , the ha nds folded behind 
t heir he ad.e • 

.lt the shooting J"OHANNSW u.aed b ia 1118.cbine piat ol and I a 
38 p ie tol. I canno t. ~.1· any mo1.•a bow many ahote we fired 
bu.1. I know both at the American p r i ao11ere of w.- inmediately tell 
t o t be gowul. We left both of tha priaCllara lying. I walked t o 
the vehic lH and J"OHA!ff3li'.N to Untere t\U"Jafue~·•r SEITZ. 

Thia aooH mentioned •booting aleo took p laoe on t be 19th 
Daoemb•.&.· 1944. 

To 1lluatra-ce t he above atat BDent I pr oduced t wo akatob.N 
wh.ioh I ma..1: ked Exhi ui t. •A,• and • B• ana. made parl of DIY ata t •mt. 
Exhibit ~1.• abow the oroes-roada near ENOELSDaa. On this doou
m.ent ie ehown, 

l. The croasroada. 2. The panura with t he ehot Amer ican 
pri.aoo.•• of war. :,. The roa.d t owarda EHlll.SDCIU'. 4. Our SPr. 
:, . The two other SPI'• ot our platoon. b . The 8Plf ot Platoon 
Lead.er tJDterachartuehrer BEUr NliR. 

Jb::hibit · ~• abow tbe poeition ot th• bouae W'b.are I reo e1Te4 
the order 1'rom Onte.1:ao hartuehrer B.llll'NER for t b• •hooting cl the 
priaone.&.· a na p lace wh.w• I eho" hill. On t h ie akatoh 1e ahown 1 

l . Boua:ea or the vll. la&• 91.'0lll«>Nr. 2. Village atreeta. 
_3 . J'ield paih. 4. Houae near whio h .. wre plac ed on aecw.·ity. 
S. Th.a plaoa whnre the prieoa.era wu-e ahot. 6. 'l'ha houa e in 
wtuoh t he pr i aonor wu and I rec eived th e orcle.1: t or "the abooting. 

Thia e t a 1,, emea.t oonaisting or t h e pagea and two altetoh• 
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• • 
•er• mllde by me ot my- own tree will• unintluanoed by force, 
dureee, or threats ot punialaent or promiaea 01 any kind. 

I awear by God, that the t aote mentioned herein are true 
and I am prepared to repeat them Wider oath barare any court 
of juatica. 

(oi-d) Friedel KIES 
81:urmnallll 
26 llarob 1946 

Swo.&:n to aDd aubaoribed to before 
me t~ia 26th day of Maro~ 1946 at 
SCaitil.LSll HALL, Cillld.NY. 

(signed) WILLIAM R. :P.ERL , let Lt. M.I. 
0.55.5149 

Izm~• tiptor-Ruminer 
'l,C,B, USJ'lllr 
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J':bdel nm. sturDIU.DD 

Dated 2b Jlaroll l94b 

l . 'l'b.e oross-roada 
2, The pasture with the shot American prisOAers of war. 
3• The road toward.a ENG&.SDCIU' 
4• Our SP-I 
5 . The two otheu: .:IP Vi s oi our platooo 
6 . The SP1t of platoon l eader tJntersobartuebrer BWI'NFR 

Friedel XIES, Sa1~mt 

Da.od 2b Jlaroll 1~6 ...... . 
1. Bol.18ee of t he village S1·0UM.0NJ.· 
2. Village atreeta 
3. 71ald path 
4. House Dear which we were plaoed 
5 . The place where t ne pri11011ere were aho t 
6. ·1·he hou.ee in which t he priaon f:f n waa and I received the 

ordor for tb• ahootUl.g . 

http:sturDIU.DD


• • 

CASE NO. 6-24 

UNITED STATES VS. VALEN TIN BERSIN ET AL 

(THE IIALl<EDY CA SE ) 

PROSECUTION EXHIBITS NO. 11 2 
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•TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

auig 11e d lo War Crimra Braud,. Un ite d S1at e1 Arm y, 

A l~O 633, 11 • 11 inl e r.,re te r, havi ng been 1luly 1worn, ,lt1mu• a nil 11a tl' tl rnl 1h r a t1 ad1ed E11glid1 transla tion i, 
a tru e an ti aee11r111 e re 11derin 11: or liie Ger1na11 origina l ur tlir 011 tc 11w11t of 

Tboo lWJil 

ukenon 4 .t..PrU l946 a l Sd1wii l,inh Ha ll , Gcrmu1y, 

hdore William R. Perl, let I.t., J.1.I. 

<" 0119i1tingo( pagea, into Englial, . 

I, th ll de11011ent , further st11le th at I speak Gerru an an d English Oue ntl y a, ,.1 am full y 11uulili,·d u an e:,, 1,.·rl ' 

Ge rm a11-Englial1 iute q1rcter hy reason o r tlui followi ng 1111a lifie111iou5: 

la Ourwan h -, utl'le t i!\le. 

2 . l •P•' 111.o tin\ twcntJ 1ear• ot ., Ure la Ocrt'MQY end ••t '° 
elacm\: ry • 114 •~adar1 aob.ool t.bwe . 

.;• 1 o lo th..:t UDUeel ....\a\oe Jn 1928 • 

• · 1 bad ,wo ,._,.. or ..ccUa b l a 1eoondary aobool lo ()(..naay. - o\bar 
bowl.clp 01 . .n,1.Ueh boo beec Cl i ft4 1'l'OII • llldJ b1 -••lt. 

j . 1 be•• bMA arrlal t or • ""' •U J'Nl'9 to • BriU•h aubJoo• u4 
1,aak ~1.t.oh ooo.U-117 • ' trcaa. llJ wU'• clo• aot apeok Oeraan. 

6. 1 bo'Y• bMn in lh• UD.Ued. ...1.ateo 4Iill1' tor U\11 1,1ae\ 2-1/2 yeara • 
htlvln..; boeo \llooharge,4 la Maw r 1,...5 Md bu-Ye Nee -.,.J.07ed by t.be ar 
IJo art an, eo • O.raatt•....quan. iai:cr.,.r•l.r el oc• J'anuu.r;r 19tp • 

...,.l 
Sworu aml 1ulucriLed l o l,tfore 111e thh ,Z6 d ay of 

11 1 Sd1wiihiad1 H all , German)'· 



·•· • 
I , TLoo &UH, bain_, :iuly .!IVlorn , .;iuke th !ollv.. in_ st.,u...ont 

um.I.or wth . 

iJurin th- i:.Ii o!'t'ensivo in .aJec l <t4' , I , with tu 11th 
C1J:nl-'uny ...: nc1. ~.., _ .. . Grtin . rl ;;t ,, ~Ji.....t tn,Jt ti,~ r.iy co!':'J?an;, 
co..m:.mder .,. :; H~inz rOwt~..i. ; my . .1.atoon le..ider wuo Obersch. fl..:.Ll:.B . 

I kt.ow t t before th- .o.IF.cJ.. offen:dv¢ - I c,m ' t e..cactly rt. call 
the duta any iror.;i - ru..ULuWr delivered us a 000111,::iny lec ture in which 
L s i d cimongst ov-,r +:h i n__;a th. f0Uowin3 1 

' I n this i m~ ortant offens ive , we mu... t not tuke ony 
pri aoneira of wor and you hove to make a lot of Hab~tz , • 

Thi. occurred at our osseml.> l y area in e for..:st \Vhich name I t.lon ' t 
r'!IC<:tll any wore . To my kno,vlel •e this ortler wa.'.3 only once sxecuteJ. , 
und th n by the er.1ilicit ord r of Oberaturrufuebra J..ril:.1.l,S , This 
.1.ttl:V.:::i.S i a kr.own in the whol e regiment by hL fanpua utterance , 111.:,.s che , 
AW.ache• - a.rrain one more woman tor Jl'e• , nhen a comrade was kill«! . 
l'l-le ohoot in ~ of the r- riSJ1.1:1rs ot' war took :place on th e 22nd 12 . 1~4 
n .ar L.. ::lLLI~ . The followi ns men ;)Brtici _pated at it 1 Rottf , Theo 
'Dlfi'.,(,rIBE , M.:x E{Ell...lJI'H , Oskur ..nJJJt,:UND , two or three men of the 10th 
Gompuny and I. I was :i. ar l1zy' ~"" as rlttf , Theo Wl\>CnJG:; c_;im to me 
,.md drew my at t ention to the foot t nat s even or ei ght ..mei•ic.:m 
1, risonc.rs of ·t1r bud just been bro, ~ht in . n. t t he S..llllo time UIJT.j(:HJO::. 
o:.dd , ·Th_y have to be bumied off , • lJIJ!'~CtllO:: then furtn.er aJ.ded , 
Ml.i..J.och~ , losche 11:1 all .t'or it - that tbtty b bwr._ped off . • •J,.;aache 

ache• r.'u£ t he nickname in t io regiment !'or the then OberDturmfuehrer 
?eors l lti!.u.:..... , C0m!lElldcr of the 10th Comp1:my of the III Armored Bat talion ,l~I' 
2nJ .1-z . Grun . Hegt . L:iSArl , ,_ 

11 

Th,:;:!'cupon one cf the G..rmun soldiere (:J tand i n~ auout ma.de the //:., /., 
1, ro1osal to bump off' the ~risoners 01· war by torc;et i:-r1:1c ticing . I 
J.on ' t knc,w any more w10 it \ttJS who me. de this I.I'Ofol'.:a l , only that 
1 c was made urd the.t it didn 1 t ori :inate from me , Accordir.E: to this 
1ro,;.·osal 1ve l e t ttlo r riaonors line up in a mennt.r so that b ...twe(Jn 
u :tch onb of thflw ther e;) waa a distanc e of about 2 IDlhra . I n thia 
m,mner our t arge ts wer:, d istribut ed ut 1.bout 20 m1:1 t ers tota l distance . 
Tbe ,:jpac 1,; betw1111n the A.r.ioric , ..in 1- riaon {:lr S of war standing i n front of 
us was not a lways r&e:ul ar . Then as we l et tne er ioont:rs lin~ up in a 
row in front of us we had to make a lloRonce for sant:1 trees which were 
looated th~re . We had the i rioo nors s t,md wt t h the backa towards W3 
nd with the face towar,lo th.e slope , o inc e if they hcd seen that wo 

aimed at t hom they woul dn ' t lwvc held atill an:i had offered a bad 
target . I don ' t :know any more exactly .vhare I otatiomd Jey'St=lf i n 
th ~ f irina: squad line behind th " ,..i rio::iners . I only know thdt to my 
rif")\t stood nttf . :FREill.11':.1 ol' my company . Furtheri.10re, I know tha t 
tho following men stood also i r.. th& firi ng a;iuad lin , and lika: I sbot 
the J. uric::m .1r.i~ners ofw'lr ata.ndin 1n f r ont of chem at thi s tcr.r;et 

·uc t ico 1 

Httf . 1'l.oo DuT.;,\J'.'ilC:, 

]R....ItV.:.' (H w.:::,.s ulways o .. Ued ~x ou.t I .1on ' t believe t ut 
this wa~ hi:J 1;1ctual num,J

Untsch. -., IJ"n..lJ.NJ 
nttf . H:.mo ..CH i&z 

Thure wer.. t ill £moth.:- on or t,'(J msn un kno.vn to me in th11 
n..irk~::ioi.n lint.1 . _._,c_ on. c-f U3 lr j _n ,.r.::cr ic.1n rioon r o:: ~ur .::itandi no, 
ir. :t'ront of us . J :.ton 1 t k:.v..- uny mor e w:,o ~;1c.t e.i t .. e Urst on:, 
..::ctu.Jo J. .:.ton 1 t l.I10'i7 any 10re t • ... rr n;an::ent uf t • di.ff i;;n J..,,rJ--....,. 
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• • 
P.ov.ever, I kz?o,ij i; t I W.ltc. d tno ho .:..1 or th otb r t1.nd 

..,. thdt ch m~ of 1 ..,=r .:.1bov cntio .d .n h. t th 
.Eisone:r or war Dtandin0 in fo.·ont c,f hi1.. an-.. t. ere'.l...,.on th~ rieontr 

of' .var CrJllo.~sed . I .zy .t .:it-.ot ae one ui ',he le<Jt un. D , .JtT~.SC: 
.J.::tid onco ,,iore to ~ , •.., 1oot , DOIi' 15 your turn. • I r ired on~ sh....t 
wit •• 11\Y . 08 ~ietol .:1t Le A.t.,ricon .·rioonur of W.Jr stunding in 
t'ront of !'De which I aimad from a d is t nee of at.out J m. at the back 
or the he.Jd of the riooner . I now th11 rr i~n.;r hit by ma fall 
forwdrd do1::1d . I h:ld unotu.ir look ut the bo.iy ...nd sow that I had hlt 
the b...icl: of tile: head as intended , Thu .Am6rioan bad a hole in the 
back of hiaht.ad out of -Rnich trickled bl ood and he weo d aad . 

Then I went back to my .;r,"' , The"" oo:-lcun 1"- 19Jl.t:.r cJ' war whom 
I had shot was fa i rly tal 1 . li 1,,1 lwd blond hair and won drcnsad ca 
follo·,..·ti I Tue olive, colored A.';Jeric;1J1 tro1..uera end a f'ie l d jacket. He 
11oro the ~1 ..rican boota , H >Nore no vvt:rCotit , I don ' t know any moro 
exactly , if he orisin13lly wore a atciel hti.L»t. How<-vi.:r , I have tba 
icture of thu body cli..aror in my m~mory and l.:no\'I wh"'n he lay on the 

;round de;,ad he didn ' t have a steel helmet on any IX>re . I stil l see 
his tl::lick bl ond hair i n fron,; of me . I don ' t know hie rank - I oho 
don 1t la1ci1v ,100,;ber h_ was an enliatou oon o... au orficer because I 
d idn I t ko.::lw tho, .,\mt:rican rank inBi gnias . 

I heve r.iade this statement voluntarily ond out of my own will 
uninflu..:.nced by threate aure3s or harsh treatment and •.mini"luenced by
promisesof an:, kind . 

I swear before God that the stat ~mento which I have .;ado in this 
ff idavit are true and I am. J)repareU 1.o r epeat them at any time under 

oath berore any court • 

(signed) Theo UH 
SS Rottunfuehrcr 
j April 1946 

,Ii tuoased 1 

Ralp h SHt.nw,CKER 
Ca_pt , U 

Sworn to and eubscr i bed t o before me 
this fourth day of .tt.,t'ril 1946 at 
Schv,abisch Hall , UerZll:l.ny 

,iilliam ri . iRL 
l at Lt , I , I , 0-555149 
I nvest i .3(1. tor -Examiner 
11CB USF.!!.T 

http:UerZll:l.ny
http:hiaht.ad
http:unotu.ir


• • 

I , ........ .. 1i!E (? ........ ]rAJJ.. H,_ _ _ ____ , being first duty 
nd 00 h;:,:~~Jg:~~~....~~~~--~:.R~:._r1.~ en, " e,. _ _ _, __ nachdem ,m ers,O ?'em ' _ ,em,-

mtifllc ~ 11gesdr 11•oren wu rde, ?,,111 dle d ie /o/gen dc Aus.rnge u,1/er Eid 

Th e nbove tw o photog ra phs nre photographs of the some__ ,fl..Ut.L,~~------ f 
To.M .l:U!, ."R. .1J.T .................. mentlo11 ed /Jy me In my o//l1Javll, dated.....$:...ApA.i14...t.~.'l.b_ I\ 
Die ob '".f" ~w·ei Phot ograph ·en sln d Photograp hien drsse l!Jlgen____ f{_e_i__7!_7l..___ ______ _ 
_:JI..:,,,. f'-Q._1:-;_.Q.l.d..,, .......... .. )ID" mir In mel11 er eldesslalllich en Auuoge 1enannt, 
daliert ..._.f.__ gf_1oi .L _.§_J_L______ -

-1,J,.,,,, -di-,,,',.../ ___ 
Fl;~ifN;m, (Vornaml'J {;;J(Name (Zun ameJ 

_JL&HP '7'. l!.ikf_:,-__
;;;:,;,J,;;,;;p;;d) 

~f.:'__4.__J.i,/ffl1. 0.az... ,:?J,,,,,/ L,!M#.
Organi:otlo~;;;;:,re,1d ~ 
Elt1ht ft wdhrend des El/el -Elnsotzc!l 



• • 

I, __ 7ll{.{2 _d/LLJjj_____ ···-·- , btlng fir,/ da/y 
sworn, ,~, ke the fo~{~~l rg stotemen , undtr oath : 
/di__. _Q___J3.A1.t? _____ nachdem Ith u at r~dll -
mlljJ/g el gesdlworen wu rd t', mudre die / olge nde Aussage unter Eld 

Tis e bovi• tw n r hotograr h~ nre photogr('phs of the same &...lrA'B l 
J.1&.4.M.lll'i.D. _ . me n/lofled by me In my affidavit, daled.......I':.tJ.;ut.:( ....1..9...'tY......... , 

Die obigen zwel Photograph 1en slnd Ph otograph/en destelblgen_.._Q.:i, __/jJi..T.:. ________._ 
__!;2.i.~_?!lJ!-72-IZ£ _______ r["4'd,"· .vpn m fr In mtlner eldesstatllidlen A1111a11e 1enannt, 
dntlerl ...........d.~~.1..1!._____. 

Sworn lozf..nd •ub&crlbe"dtJ: .J '!'r th/a 
...../_.S............ doy __,_.~?J'""':L._, /946,of 

-/-E J_~ §'_ , ; 0J~-1 I -~b',,ofir:; y 

~~ c 1•-z_ P ·····R;;:r---~~---··· lirm or - Srri,,/ct -···· 
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CA SE NO. 6• 24 

UNITED STATES VS. VALENTIN BERSill ET AL 

(Tl'E IIALIIEOY CA SE ) 

PROSECUTI ON EXHIBITS NO. 113 
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•TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

Oeora• Miller 

APO 6:J3, H 1111 intl'rpreter, ha,·ing Ileen dn l)· ~"nm, 1l1•1msl' 111111 , 111 11' 11,u 1hr a11ad1e1l English l n n i l11 1ion i, 

a lruc amt accu ra t e rc ntlering or tlic German or iginal or the 1l a temc11t or 

Oswald SIEOMOND 

lak c n 0 11 4 April 1946 

William R. Perl, let .Lt., M.I.hd on: 

11n gc•, i1110 Englia\, , 

1, the 1lc pum:u t , fu r ll,er 11111c 1!1111 I Bl'eak Germ an 11111 1 E 11glid1 fl u1· 111ly 11 11 11 11 111 fo lly 11n11lilic,I 118 un e1< 1wrt 

Gcrnu11-E11glisl1 i111c q 1rcter l,y r,:-.ao11 o r !h e foll owi ug •111 a l ili cM l iu 111: 

1. German ie my native tongue. 

2 . I spent the th-at twenty yeare ot Q" lit• i n Germany aDl went t 
1 

elcentary and secondary school there. 

3. I came to the United Statea in 1928. 

4. I bad two years ot Engl ish in secondary school in oan:.ey. MY other 
knowledge ot &lgliah bas bean derived. tran study by myaelfa 

5 . I baTe been married for the paet six year• t o & British a~bject and 
apeak 1*lgliah oootiou.aUy aG hane. Jq wite doe• not speak German. 

6 . I baTe bHD. in the United. $tatee .A.rrll:f for the pan 2-1/l year•, 
hav ing been d iaoharged in NoTember 1945 ana hue been employed by tihe War 
Dep artment u e Oerman-&glbh inurprete.r einoe .January 194&. 

~ 
Sworu •ml 111lucribe1I lo he fu re me thi9 1,3 tl1y or 

¥,Cl""/P 



• 
I , Unt .,r/JClltl'fu:shrwr Oswall .... .i....J..lJ!-lJ boin <J.uly sworn state, 

tn_ follo,,ine, 1 

1 . ) I unt,red t, ~ in J pte:nb,.;.1,· 19:,i.U &n I was station--0.;.1 

in .l.H...G with a s.;:, rot ilkopfv _rband . I n Nov mbJl' 1740 I we.o 
t r onc1f rrad to anoth.r Totenkorf Unit to ~.JIBI.I& i n ....s ... t :!tU..;:;.lA , 
um 1ihisr• oiO ?ter~ ptutioned i n a n i naan1:1 as ylum. 

In J un~ 1 ~41 , I ,:as thun tranaferreu to he L...;:;l.W . 

2 . J Durint;, the l.J..J!'tl. offenuivJ in Uecexnb-,r l:;;44 and Januar y 
1945 I bolon""od to the 11th Co . III An.1ored .2nd I\.nz.er Gren. Rtigt , 
L.,d.,.H, 

I n thu ni.:,ht o.: thr;. l)th to l llth Dooemb.r 1)41.. , 1,1y corape.ny 
comr...,.inder , Ob 1;.rsturmf'u <.:hr ... r H1.;in , Ta.Ir.tl.HiJ ddiv red o speech Lefore 
t h a3 ,emblo co~any in a forr st near &Tr1..., ...il~n1, Amongst 0th r 
thin::;s h ::iai cl in thio speech that wo are not a llo;i-ed to take any 
,riuonera in t~is comin offensiv ., . 1''urthor·Jore h~ deo lursd that 
vi..rythin3 is to be s:1ot ruthlesaly , a l so civiliuna . H,.,reby 

Ob rsturmfue!lrer Tt.ihlHARi.) e,cj,lein ,d al so to UJ that .wnc.ricane w'10 
wave the otael h ,li:iet were not allowed to be shot . I do not know 
i.t' Haup"tschc..rfurhrer Hdnz EEJ:,l)EL deliv .red n speeci1 rignt oft~ 
Ob.Jrs turmfut:hrm- TU.J-!n.iD becauoe, I ,7ent a way at c::ice to check rrr:, 
ve'.:icl e . 

At tl:.3.t timv I \VSJ uasi3n~ to the ...nd :l at.con 01· th1:1 11th 
com1,1:.my a::id my pbtoon l oadt:r was Hauphcherfuehrer He i nz tL.JDJ!L . 

3. ) I n th,ci fol l O\,i nq: ni3ht th ewitn the n i ,~ht of th i,: l oth t o 
the 17th Decanb ...r 1944 , my ve hi chi to13uther with the veticl es of 
HJ~lID.lil, ' s platoon stopped for a short timo to awa i t t hi.: arriva l of 
the vehic l ~ dri.viog !"urtr.1:1 r behind us . This wos in the edvanc l} 
posi t ion before tho enellJiY territory u shor t d i stanc e before LQ.;;HKD.1 • 
•~t t11i~ occasion I dismounted my S.P,1 and Hauptachurf . 3LN>ill. ex, loinod 
to ull men of ti10 platoon wl.1".l hod a l so di omounted tho ::tllit<:1.I'y oi t uat ior. 
und that W"i were thon di rectly confronted wi t ri the enemy . Hi..reby he 
repeat ed the or der to take no r.rison~r- end a l .so g ives no iuarter to 
civilians . I don 1 t r ecall the c xact ,rordin._. cf Houptschorfu~er 
HLND.til. 1 s speech to us ut t ui s tirae but i ts cont ~nts wero til.&t we 
s hould ohoot ~isoners as wa ll cs ci vilieos . Hptacharf . HSNDEl.. l
apoke muctl brief er t l'.an Ob ·r a turm:fuohrer TCl. JID had al_ oken . His 
exllortotion not to take any ~rison~rs and to ah.oot civilians was also 
muc h clearer ... nd expressed in a much briefer form than hod been done 
by Ob iJro t u.rmt us or T n-uum . 

4 , ) OD the 20th Docembi;:r 1944 1 I oan 1 t state any longer the 
time of day , ohhou,:;.1 I know thot it i.as clayli3ht , I rode in my 
81-,/ on the rood f r om .w.. vL.cIZA: to l:.l!'Om..oNr . vproxi i::::ate l y b..Jlfway 
bet noon LA GL::::J: ~ end dl'OU!.'iONT , about 10 to 12 Ailleric n rr ison ers of 
\'lar co.mo towards us . All st ill hod their otnl helm.eta on and while 
Wl!llking h..:ld the ir hands rsis•ll ovnr tr.-.1 ir steel h;1l~ts . The 
riaonerc were un!lrmad. , Seen f r om us they wo lku:i on tho riahthand 

side of the st eet , Ono or t\,o Im!ln :Joldi ws walktd. slon.; beh ind 
the _pritJo ncra as uerd . Th~ i;risoners gave wo:,1 untc, t he fi eld and 
Wdlkud noxt to thu road because the street wml too no.r r-ow. Suddenly 
someone opened fir• on tll.J prisoners . ,/hun I saw the othera shoot, 
t he.re1'ore I d.i..•ew my pistol . 08 end f ired also into tb.o p:isonero . 
Then I airtOO at a prisoner who was a bout. 10 matsr!l away from me next 
to the st r eet . I r ocalled t 3 orders given me by Ober sturmfuehrer 
·.1.·o~ aud by Hauptsct.arfuenrer H....IOEL directly bef'o ro the offensive . 
Tho moment I shot a t t i1i .1 ~ri.sonor ha was about to run to,.c.rds our 

3 , , \-e,cau.se a panic wn na tho 1,ll'ison1.1rs l.lad broken out as the f.,,i.JIII•·-, 
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• • 
result of the first shots . I aimed et t1.o haa.d of t.-i.c ri.son.ir 
who won his steel hulr.et crookedly end ired about 2 to shots 
ot th .riaoner . .tUl these shots I aimed at the h ud , I saw !1011 this 
J\me:ric;J~ was hit by my ah.ots and how he slum,p,d together . I also aaw 
by tho manner h. fel l that h had bean hit in the h~od . 

At t . .is ohootin.; t he who h column stopped . I don ' t kno·,1 if it 
woo on .1ccount of thu snoot in • I h.:.tvc, also .::ioon Rottenfu"!hrer 

· ljJ.'1'.:.',/lli from my vt.:i1icl1J nuoot wit:, t hu lJ . F i . :at the p.: i son ,rs st 
this oocaa i on •.A~ tnis timOJ .:,I.rm. B.HT':1 01.JJ was my ur iv r , howevcir , 
I don ' t recall h:1.vin J sr.;.c n him also shoot . 

oi thor 
At tbio pl ace a 1-anthur/drovu or stood in f ront of m< , Lnd 

bah.ind me stood also a L,mth!.lr , The pri son .rs were al:ao shot at 
from tiu, two Punth~ro . Howuv.,r, I •lon ' t knc:iw \1bo th. cruw3 were 
or t.1w1. tenka . Beb.inJ thu tuulw diro:rct l y fol10,1in,; ne rode a SP,~ 
drivun by Hott1.anfuc.hrer ...iulLO...:KI . I believo th.it from this v .icl e 
tm,r ,·1ue c>loo shoot i n& u1. th 1,ori eon urs , however , I ar:i not sure of 
that . 

For better ex:;lonation of my etater,ient I hcive 1,,rer sred a sket ch 
r,l,.lrked .;1,• anJ attached to t 1is stut~ent , The num.ralo indicate , 

l . Direction to S.1.0UJ.:Ollr . 2 . Direction to i.i~ G.......IZJ. . 
3. Pa.nth r drivin~ in front of us . 4. 0UL' Sid , 5 . Penth<:r 
i riving behind 11s . 6 . S , • 7 1.rican i,rison,.;ra . 

5 . ) Thi, following day on thtJ 21st D11corub tlr 1944 I was at thi, 
C;Ut.1·ance of a boillle whii.:h belonced to the castl e vmic h was loca ted 
near LA GLLI ,· in which vii, had our wound ed . Locaud in tho.. ao.mi, 
hous o wal! the u . P. of tric then Oberstu.rmfuohreir Lteorg El.JS$ who 
waa the Ocm:\9.nder of the luth Comyat1y III , rrnored , 2nd Pz . Grein . 
Regt . ~H. 

I bdievc i t ,,as aoout noon tllll9 whon 5 at' b u.w:nn n sol diers 
O.lm.e b!!.ck to thi.; C , P . from o roconnaisuanc ~ , 'll?d hod about 5 Arr,er i can 
priac.on 0J.·o wit rl th-m . This r~turninJ G_rman r conoaissence unit wao 
coun..rndod by an Oberscharfuehrer of the 10th car.:pany . I don ' t r t1cull 
the ruune of t:1ia OberscbJrfu c.:hr...r any longer . To my estimation he 
was about 24 y1.:Drs old - about l 80 centim,ter3 tall , dark hair , end 
had a lon.Jish r !lth .:r narrow face , smoothly shaven, At that tiznt. he 
woi:e C:llilOuf l e.;e juck.:Jt a!:ld o steel halmet , However , he had the 
coll ur outs i de artl I could rocoanizo hie rank . Firstly the A.r.,erican 
f rison1,.rs of war wore led in to thit C, • At tnat tim OberDturmtuebrer 
U-..,or ci !RAlS3 was in the C. P . i ght before that I d ~een him i n the 
.ioU:J - • To my estimation ti fter hal f on hour , it also miGht have been 
ore or l as s , the America ns ware led out of the uouse by the Sam& 

Ob..rooharf uehrer w.10 ha.d brought th.m. into th t.> hOUB -:t . I uaswned th.'.i t 
in t he: mt.a nwi1 ih the ;rioon<1rs had bel.ll i:lterroGat&d by Obersturn.fuub rer 
tt1~~ . Tho Obc.rachA.rfuehrer said hereby 1 'The priaontiro are beiug 
auot by order of B·U:1lt3 , Ma,sche Masche says that we should hurr y u:p .• 

•uasche M1;1..sch o1 io an axpress ion uaed very o f ten by Ob.irsturm-
f uiJ'urer lHE.\J and therefore Ob orsturm!\uhrer .t-Rlll was known und er 
tho name of •?t19,oche , Maoche . ~ Tn...ri,upon I took m.v M. , and want about 
50 meters into the woods with tnia Obersc;t.1rfu ehrer and tw:i or t hree 
otb,.r m•n o!' the 10th canpoey who however I don ' t know. Hcroby the 
Obersch:irfuehrer ordered t he Jri.!lonurs to welk ah ead in one row abou1. 
two to three steps apart and each one Qf us p laced h i nsol f behind on .,. 
priaoriur . '!'he Ob ~rscharfu ehrer walked to my ri _;ht and then co.mo I , 
if seen fcan tho r i ght nd next to me ,mlk-1 th. otbe r G~.i'tl'lan sold iers . 
T ie _.xison ...•r s who wore at th.1t time no steel hdmot , unJ. ha:i tt> ti ir hands 
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• 
folded ovtsr the head sto.i:;,od bout 50 mot.r s f r o.:n thr:i house ofter 
t u Ob~rschcrfuf.ihr er haJ uivon tht.tn c.1 ei;n , Th11 Obersc. ..1rfuehrer 
and I started to snoot glJ:ost oi.mJ.ltaneous l y , H , es wel l .:..a I, 
s,10t. wit.• un Ju . ri. at t,,o ..,ir founcsr& , .t,.t that timci tn~ J ri.:.,oners 
w·re about J 100 t ttr3 away fran uo . I snot thu pris ,ner who stood 
in f ront of me . Thi~ one was fa ll l y tall , about a s t all as I and 
h..d dar k blond h/lir , I a imed a,; his h-ad and dis charg &d a short 
burst of 4 t o 5 snots . I saw now I h i t thti JUJerico n in th.., head 

nd saw hi m f a l l f orward . I sa.v t hut the doud, a·:ot by me , had a 
e,u,r in wowid in t h1;1 back of th.t head o.nd no tic-1 th1;1.t h e, was dead , 
'.foen t h.., other s busied t h,:;msttlV6S eo~D how with t he: bod i e s . I rnys 1;;lf 
didn ' t take e.nythin,::; oft' the bodi ,:s , 

I hav <J ;r~p.urcd a akct ch of th i o locality and lll:lrkod it wi th 
na• . Thti num-rals on this my drawi n·; ottoch11d to my stotooient in 
di c..1te : 1 . Street from IA GL..:.:Ul!: to d fV ONI' . 2 . House i n uh ic b 
Oborsturmfuehr er .tttl;;u:;.,;;, was . 3. Cas tle . 4. Pat h l ea.di t o t he 
c...st l o . 5. Foreat . 6. ?lacs of the ex•cution . 

6 . ) On the 22nd Dec omber 1944 , at t ba cdga of tho f er eat near 
Li. GL--J:~ . I r.. rtici pa t&d whon about 6 to 7 A.:.1ericen Jll"isoners of 
war wer• shot by procticing target s.1oot i ng . I t was 1::1.bout iJ. or 5 
o ' clock in t ha eft 1;,rnoon enr\ I wsa ousy near my v,h i cl e . Rotton
f uehrer Du l'3CI~ of the 11th Com; any III Arccred 2nd Pz . Gr , Regt . 
I..3.iAH , driv _r of t he ~onmander 1c SH I , como to me and tol d me , po1nt 
in0 at 6 to 7 ')rison~ra whom so f er I had no t sewn yet 1 •Thoy have 
to be bWJU>ed off . • I r eplied , 11 Q,uick , so we get d one with the 
business . • Now SCJnuon e ms.de t ho proposal to bump off thoso 11· i sonaro 
by t arget practicing , I mya olf did not mko t his proposal and a l -
t "Ou #J. I well remember t he prol)oool , I don I t knoit ai:?y l onn:ur who 
made it . T.:ien we l i ned up t he pr i aonors in f ront of us wher Eiby 
we oll owod a apaco a 2 to 2f ne hrs be tween eoch one , Then we 
placed ouro~l ves behind t h, p.·isonera as the rrisouers stood with 
thei r backs towards uo bectlue <: we d idn ' t want to l et t hem s ee. whon 
we aimed at them becuuo• W6 had ;ii ty with t hun . Th i:t fo llowi ng men 
stood i n t he fir in3 squad behind t ho prison cro I I , nottf . Theo 
J.JI.Jl'd!JH!v~ , 11th Comp any 2nd z . Gren Rugt , I.SJ.AH , n tti" , l:l l'l .1. n .. 
.;>CID/A.HZ, 11th Clomp any 2nd Pz. vr en . rtegt , Ls..:irui , ttottf . Arvi d 
b:.Js:aiu.di ll i..h 1,;om_pany 2nd Pz . Uren . Ht.s>t . ~ . "tt1 . 1:beo HAUH , 
11th Uorapany , ~nd J>z . !Jren . n ~3t . LSSAH. Furthcrnx:,re , there wera two 
or Jll!lYbe three men frcm enoth_r company prua ent , who were oleo nzor 
urenadiers . However , I don ' t rc.manber to nhich unit they bel on3ed . 
I mysvlf stood between Hottf . 1lu1.·,>,,& A who a t.ood 'to my l ef t end xo'ttf . 
b.... .ti.,•.u wno stood t o my r i ght . DIJJ.'o>..Ht....u. weathe tirst one in line a nd 
f i red f i rst a e r: ot at t he ,l eJ..ican pruonur of war standing in front 
of him. I obot a.f t M second onu at the prisone.1· standing in front of 
m~ and no i..t f . &..H,.A...u sho .. aft9r me . l'hen i t went quick i n s uccession 
olon !::!i tbG rest of the lina ond one AmCl' i can oft er the othei:r fell to the 
ground , hi t . I didn •t oae the shoot~ of t he oth :rs as t he fir ing 
aquad was pretty far ntretched a part \aa icb from DurSCHKE and SC:1,/ Z) ; 
by that I me:e n I had not saen as the otht.!ra of the fil e of rit'lemen 
p.ill the t ria.3er . However , I h ard tho shots and saw the !%' i eoners of 
war post ltd in front of th1Jm colle1>3e , 'l'h• pri soner of waI s ·l:&nding i n 
front of me and at \•Jlr,ae hoad I had f ired t he pistol ah..:ita , was 
a,)ubtleas l y dead . Aft u. the ahoo t i ng 1 Oi.. •pped o•ter to t h! bcxiy and 
aaw pr aciael y tho~ I h:ld hit t h~ 1niudla of the ba c k of the head . 'l'h• 
two i,r i /Jon•rs 1.0 th .,. l oft and right of ma were ol eo dead , l:\S I saw 
nvself . I am c -.,:rta i n that also tha othar prisonera l bsoidea these 
th.I· eo) weri, dead but I d i dn 1t exam.inw th!;! boaiea m,ys el f . Aftt!I' t n. is 
S lOO t i n.:; l ~nu l'iOttt • .:;,s,,,}iu~..t-lZ rod• to OW?:!&: 88 l was to r wpair en 
..il',, th ...,r 1.. . l hav pr epared two akDtohes of t J.is · l ocality. One of 
tO=-m r "presents the genoral view of tho pl ace of execut ion and th• 
vi l la.j- u .....i..::..&. i.o~. 
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I have !Ili.lrked this drawing with 1 t;" aOO tno num-ral.s indic9.te1 

l . lihurch in Li. .:;L...:.I.IB. 2 • .:itrHt to Li..l.w=IA . J . Strut to 'l'n ....J,., 

1'0.Nl'.;:>• 4 , ::itre~t to S.1.W1:0Iu: . 5 . Fore.st covered hill . b . Forest 
oov..:.r0Cl bill. 7 • ..1.larkin place of our ...r,• •s . 6 . Place of aecuticn. 

The next drawin3 wllich I have mtrked wit. 11 0• r-:preasnts tQII 
i .L .. co a. axecution itaelf' . The numerals indicate , l . Direction 
to .LA vl.1..I~ . 2 . Virection to ar ·0H1.' , 3. 1',orost. 4. Ferking 
1, l ace of our .:ill'is . 5 . For,.;st . 6 . Asca,1'¥iing hill , 7 . Prisoners 
liued up in a row. B. Our fir in_; line . 

7. On the swno day as wa bl ew up our vehicles in l.J~ GLL.i.ZE 
that. io on the 23rd Decembur 1944 , I belit.ve it woe in the foreir.oon , 
l otood betwe~n the houses of LA. Ol...t..1..;.E, two houses away from the 
C • .f . ot tilt th~n Obersturmbaunfu.shre,r .1.EilLH . At this i; l ace and. at 
tile tim_ described , an Oberaturmfuehrcr came out of thi, C. P . This 
Obe::-stuIT11'uehrer viore tank uniform , He WaJ faj rly tall and had a 
lonJiah face . I didn ' ~ know thia Oberaturmfuc..h.rtir - howev..x , it wos 
clear to me th<.1t ht1 w!asfrom the tank regiment . Ho asked me which 
unit I belon,:;~ to and when I told him ho r·i1lied , •oo alon nth 
'tthese two men and shoot the pr i soners . " At the sema time h1;1 pointed 
&t the entrance of th=i C, P . out of w ich c. me t,tree Ac.crican 1riaona-a 
of war followed by two Gt.rman soldiers , Tu srican ,.;,riaonars of 
·1er wore A..1J1erioan uniforma , I don ' t b..1lieva they st ill wore steel 
h~lmcts . They held their hando raised , folded behitd their necks . 
One of the t;to Gt1.1:JI!8ns « .o fol lowed thtt irisonero of war r.'BB an Untt:r 
achcrfu....h.rur . I don ' t know to which unit he.. belonged , Hu wore a green 
unifo:-m <:1.nd c1 c.:woufl ag., jacnlt , tncroi'ord I aasu!W that he belonged 
to tho P...1.nzur .:trenadiera or to th:.: Pioneers . We led th prison~rs 
ue lind t:1tt t:.ousa wnar... a f ield or o pasture woa l ocated . Thu priaoottra 
walked ab.:Jut t,u-ee to four st eps in ront or us , Hl-reb1 they wall~W 
in ono lino uith barely more than one metor apace: b etween thc:im . 

Tne Uuterscu...u-fuehrer unknown to ffifl who wolked clooe b•hind me 
toll.Ped m lieht l y witn thB elbow as an indiaution that we should 
otort w1. th the ohooting, 'l'ht.reupon I started alroost simultaneously 
with th.:. two oth1,;r soldiers to shoot ut the JJriaoners . I aimcJ. at 
ther :i. 1.ooner w!'..o wal\e-d dil· ttctly in fron-i: of mo , and I was tho ono 
of tht.J throe ,.;._rmans walkin.3 furthoot to the left .:,;rod therewith the 
Ii risoner whom I shot was the one w lki.ng fur th oot to the l eft . I 
shot two ahota with my r,iatol . 08 which I aimed at th1.1 hoed . Ono ot 
th~ two other accanpanyi man bad nachino pistol. I don ' t know any 
oro what weapon the third guord lud , 

The prisoner at whom I had shot was bit , fell at once f orward , 
und was dead . I saw penetration wounds of the s hots closely next to 
one anotb1.r <a1t th:, back of thb ht:ad . Tho bHck of the head hnd a hole , 
out of which ran blood . 

Th•rell})on I l eft at onc3 w'1'.lc the others st ill remained with the 
bodies , I don ' t kno,1 if they did thut to taka somot hin; auey, Th• 
UnteJ:acbarfuehrer unlmown to mai sa i d b•fora I w•nt away yet tha'tt h• had 
to rarort tho execution at the a:der to th• Ob~rsturmfuehror . Hereby 

aloo mentioned th~ name of this Ob• .. o turmfuahror wn i ch sound•d liko 
"MI..A;H, ~ Aft1.r I h.l\l mcnt ...on..a 'th.i s na...• •KrtI.:;...H- at the ir.terrogution , 
I was asked by th~ inh rrog:.1t i on oftiour if I kni;,w by siaht and by nam.

8 
the off i ctirs of tho -cank rosiment . I answered ths, ~ I would know s tardart 
~nfuohrt.:r J:""J.:.J.. .1 .... and ::rcu.rr.ibannfuehre,r FO.liti,·.:iuE:us. , and also i:itill one or 
two oth.. .. s . I was aaked if I know the namu •1,,J-hJ.o .. • or an ofricar by
t.,_,.H name and I a.1swered •J,;o . • Today I woeconfront•d with a prisoner 
ar.d I uaN ask.a. if I recoanize in him the Obeu,turmfuehrer of the tenk 
r•giment Dilo had g ivon me this order in ioA. ~l..t1. r or 'Che ahoot i ~ . I 
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have only oeen t.,io CUttr turs,!fu~hrer ver shortly in Lt.. .;..i..,.:.J..,d:, , 
and therefore I cann01, .;ay ir thL man confront.a. ma is the same 
onu who in I..~ -.iLA.1..1.o.t. t;:;&Vt:i me the order described . 'l'o me the 
Oberstwmfuehr:::r in Ln. ....-L.i:..IZE app red somewhat :1t;rollg ur and 
tall r . Th:.i G--rraan ~risoner confronted ~le wes th~n brou..,ht back once 
more and in my -rcs(lnce was asked for his name and rank by the in
terro,;at ion offic .- r . Huuby he stated tbu\. he was Obersturcfuuhrer 
Ha1ru.-ich Cn..,....,_ 01 th.> 2nd tank com.any , l at 83 Fan.:.er Rogt . LS3AH. 

I have 1-, r ...r ared a sr:~tch on which J. he.v.:t al!lo pictured locali
ties of t a is shoot in • Also t his drawin g I hav~ attacred to my 
atu,a.unent end marked i t with 0 E- . The nwno.1rela indicate 1 1 . 3trc t 

:~t~~1!;.~~:i ~~u~~cs ;~0; ~~:~ r!~D~~~~=~: !~ ~~~~2;,Dt~eotion 
Church. 5 . How of houses . 6. o . P. of Ob orsturmt>annfuehrer i' .t...1.r.t&1. . 
7 . Plac of shooting. 8 . ttoi:tf . ,;iCH.l.tuiZ1 a .::11,1 , 9 . rtOU!)e i n which I 
.lived , 

O, . ) Besides the four o.uove-deaoribecl s hootingo at which I 
participated myoelf , 1 have knowl ed.1:,e of the followi ng ahootin.;s at 
ffl. ich I did not prrtioipate 1 

A. On th!:! 19th or 20th of Deo\1'11.ber , in tbt1 afternoon 
hours , I was in a barr~cks n ..;a r the oastle marked on •a• 
with J i this ba.CTa ckB waa occu1 ied by men of tho Ht.adq . 
Dot . of tho 12th company IlJ. Armored 2nd .-. . Gren . Rs gt . 
~.n.H. In this barrocko 1n my pres enoe it was raportGd tha.t 
unt ul'o charfuehror u.U. ,ull!J.Jn bad abot p risoners of wai.· . I 
don ' t know any moro the number of ;,.cr ison l.'.ra ho had shot 
according to t his ro,1,ort and also not any zoore who spoke 
aoout it . However , out of the conversation th1:.re i n this 
barracks I could ese that it wue gener a lly lmown that untM 
sclurfuehrer J.,,u ,l.ifu. .w.. from the 12th Company III 4\rmored 2nd 
Pz. Ul' on Regt LS::IAfI bad shot prisoners of war . 

b . I n M-arch 1940 , J. wau pr ison(. r in the .:>oUi.-.u.l!i. J...A.,,,M 
W~lib.!l.U near LL '"' i n uetria . Tste official name of this 
camll was camp •waurice L. 'J.'aylor . • ln tho cam,p thm:-e tho 
vnt iu.a charfuehrar tol d me that during th• E.u J:£. a. fenaive 
he togother with Oberaoh orfuehrer &.JJ:;ei....l'&11on ot the 9th 
l..rmorftd. 2nd ~nzor Gren . J-1 ....gt , LJ:tiAH, had shot /.merica n 
I J: i aoners.of war . The name of this unto1•e chartuehrsr is 
JUtn,BSOHli Ga< or Kit.ili&'Ou.81r&..l!f.\ or at l east very s i mi l ar to tOOao 
two names : .t1 ., aleo bel onged to the 9th Armorad 2nd nzer Gren , 
ttegt . ~H. '!'his untorsohnrfuebrer wao in Ii fe nced -off part 
of the cwnp i n the so - called !:JOt'IJ.li'.J.k..l!n, and ia there i n the 
t hird barracks to the rigbthand aide of the entra1co , There , 
he i a ~1 thor a m~seng(IL' or !;l l et Sitrgeant er he has some 
similar function. lC.U1CBSl.BWAl.i-..bn related to mn the shoo .. ing 
of th..ae pr i sonors of war , atty 1m.1oh in detail . Hu told mo 
that tu, had bHn on reconrui.iesatce with BLI ~ and I believ• 
it waa near ST~O.il.' • .to·urthermore h.1 told me that he had takon 
priscnsra of war ut that time . BLI .Ji.::S;JN.i.h and ho, however , were 
somehow cut off anJ h OO ol::J..t h-, J\:',...::iuan prisoners ot wn r to 
gethor befcre thoy earn. baok to us . I don 1 t kno\v any more if 
KlMUHSuHitA\J:&. hsreby mentioned. the numbor of the A.mar icans 
b-od ct'f by him. 

o . I was th.a first time :tn combat in titisdescribed offensive .. 
B~fcre I nev11r shat p. ison jrs of war and also would not hav• shot 
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• 
any .irison~rs in thb offensive had I not before baen 1n
ot1.;ated und ordered to do so by tha 01-ee obea of Ob~rsturm
fu:.hr.:r TU..:.i.:.,.HiJ and by the atill more outBpok&n speech of 
my i,latoon lea.dor Hau.e,1tac..tl;,i. f . Heinz ~J...i-01:l. . 

I have made this ::.tatom1mt voluntarily , and out of my own 
will , Wlin.flu unc od by threats , dur•as or C.Orah treatment , and 
unintluonced by pranisea of any kind . 

I awaar beforo God that the a tatcmonts znade in this af
fidavit ur c., true Md I am preparact to repeat oume ulldar oath 
boforo any court . 

(aidned) Oswald .:,m.J.l,.,l'A.I 
::JS untei.1..acharf'uchrer 
4th Apri l 19.,6 

1dt naased 1 

Ra_phael SHUAlA.,.,AE, , 
Capt Cl.Jl-' 

s.wrn to and sub3cribed to before we 
thia 4th day of April 1946 et 3chwabiach Htl.11 , 
G ,.1.many 

William R . li..nL 
1st Lt , AI. I; 0--.555149 
I nvest i ga tor -Examiner 
W. C,B , USF.E.T 
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Dated 4 A.pril 1946 at Sobdbiech Hal l, GermaDY' . 

.BICHIB:r.1• •4• 
l. Direotion to ST0CM0Nl'. 
2. Direction to LA. GLEIU. 
3. Blnther drhing in t'ront ot ua . 
4. 0ur s;w. 
5. !anther driving behind u.e. 
6. BPI •. 
7. .lmerioan prisoners. 

(ll:l:traot tran Pllge 2). . . 
liXHIBrr •a• 

l. Street tram LA. OLKIS to 8rotK>Nr. 
2 . Houae in which Oberaturmf'U.ebrer HUit&3 wu. 
3. Castle. 
4. ltth leading to the oaatle. 
5. Forest. 
6. .Place o,r the m:eo u.tion. 

(Xr:tract t'rom Page 3). . 
l . Charoh in LL Gt.EID. 
2. Streat to OHENBlll. 
3. Street to TROIB PO.Nl'S . 
4. Street to BrOUYONl'. 
5. J'orut ooyered hill. 
6. J'areat OO'Hred hill. 
7. 19.rking place ot our SPle. 
8. Plaoe ot execution. 

(Extract tran Fas• 4 ) . . 
XlHIBI'.1.·•o• 

l. Direction to LA. OLIIZI. 
2. Direction to BrOtlWNr. 
3. ~r..t. 
4. 19.rk:ing place ot our SPI• . 
5. J'orNt 
6. .l.ooondiq hill. 
7. Priaonare lined U1J in a roll'• 
8. OUr ~iriq lino. 

(htraot trca Fago 4 ) . . 
.mu.&h· •.1• 

1. Street with Tillaa• aqu,an in LL GL.Ua. 
2. Direot ion to OKKHIUI.. 
3• DireoUon to the orou1n& ot atreet 1M4111& tram. 

91'- •• TROIS PONrS • 
4. Cburoh. 
5 • Row ot bQ&aN. 

6. C.P. ot Oberetunabe.nntuehrer PKI.PiiR. 
7. Plaoe ot a!looiiD&. 
8. RotU. SCillWIZ' S,,. 
9• Houe 1D whiob. I 11"4. 

(lllttroot trca Pas• 5) 



• • 

I, ..... t2..f.N.Ail J t~{;l?UI./J.- ---- , being /lr61 

;:o~6~~\J~kL6__~~.i_e.,t Jtu~t] 
duly 

statement under Oulh : nadldem id, trSI redll -

mlijl/g l'inge~d,worcn 11111 N fr, mudle die folge_n_cie_ A_u_ss_ag- ,~ unter Eld 

1hc • boi.- fw J h n.<r-gra: h ,,rr plwtogr •pits of the same.P.R1f.1ill..t.-1'!J. f'!.tJ tt'.!'___ 
IILt.1t.'& .. Ji2~11.-S..R.P.......ment,011 etl IJj• m e In r11jl a/fldaviJ, dotc,t..........'t7iil.Ti.P.ri.......• 

II 
Die ob1"t!" zwef Phologmf}h ·e11 sine/ Phol ograJlltlen dr.~selhigen...Q.b.t r.~t.V.t.Jb.fY..h.r.tt.. 
Ji t \.~.i . lQt\.\'\.h.i.D. 11u11 mir ill meifler eldesst oll //ch e11 Aussage g°Jnannl, 
" , ;,., 1..Jt..../1.P.l\\\,,.....1.~.'i. · 

h 

.JJJ,1.It!H cHl\:ll.E U\:I RY...__ 
Rank (Dlttut1rad) 

Sw•orn to j "d subscrlb t/JLY~ th is 
...../.J. ...~! do-, 0/____ __ -=--~...-·1946,-7 
.,4;J~di'~~~ 

0//177'-;;;fntsltrlng ~ ..:;,..:_--: 

... €::#--· Arm-or ~,~Y 
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{)_ . 
~;;~·;~;·..·;~k~'f,;~(_/~~~j~·;f £~£,::/~f;'!Jer oath: ' being /lrtJI duly 
/m__:J2,i.\J.M•.0...3'J~.UM.\1.'N\)........,.. ____ Im mt r,d,/ -namdem 
mtJftig eing t>1,d1woren wu rde, n111 d,e die /o lgen,le Aussoge unter Eld 

7 fie 1•bow1 lwo 11/w tographs nr e ph!Jtogrnphs of /he smn e.JIAJJ!'- JcltAaEut61tE.!L._ 
#..r1A-f~.....l/£N D.£.lt. .... __ 111e11tin11ed bJ• me In Ill}' af/ldavil, doted ........f..MAi.k .....~f.Y..f:. 

Die ob lg eu ll ri. P .' otogmJJh en slnd Phologrn11ltle11 desselblg er, __ ~-~.pt~1:..h.u.):\\1:1t.( 
... t\tJ.N.2-. t\.E..~.0-~L..... .. vor, mir ill mel11er ei1lessl olf/ldien A11ssuge ge11a11nl , 
tl o tlert .....I:\., _l>,.,2,l?,j,b_...1."i'ih._____,___ , . 

____ \!.N.JJ..!h<..\:UtRL\l.\:\~U:..... - .. 
Rank (Dien, t1rad) 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

Ooorgo MIIJ..lit au i11 11 c1 I 10 W11r Crime• Hra11 d 1, Unit ed Sta le• A r m}. 

A PO 633, lllil a n in t r r p Tl"l('r, h11,·~1g Leen tlnl )' • worn, (!t• po! r 11111 atn lr l li at t he 11 11 11,~,e,I E nglish l r an~lat io u i~ 

a t rue a ,ul accu rur re 11de r ing or !lu: Ger ma n or igi n11 I of lhc at11 lr n1cn l uf 

ARVI D FREll!UrH 

t 11k e n o 11 

l,dorc 

ro neiu in g of 11 i,agea, inlo E 11glisl1. 
an d 3 eke tches 

I , 1'1 e tl e 11011e nt , fu rt lu: r 1t11 le th a t I ape ak Ger ma u u,ul E u gli sl, Oue 111 ly a nd un full ) 1111~ l ific, I a ~ 1111 ciq ,,:r t 

Germa n-E 11 gliah int e q1rel e r by r eason of tl1e foll ow ing 11ualifi r 11 1io ru: 

1. Garman is my native tongue . 
2 . I apen t t he firs t twenty yea r s or my lite in Germany and went to 

elmnent t,,I"y and a econda rft school ther e. · 
.3 . I oame to the United States in 1928 . 
4 . I had two year s of Englieh i n aeccmdary school i n Germany. MY other 

knowledge ot .English hae been derived from study by mya elf. 
5 . I haTe been married fo r the pas t six y ears t o a British s ub ject and 

speak &lglish c ontinually e t home. Jq wito does no t s peak German. 
6 . I have b een in tho U. s. Army for tho pas t 2 -1,k: years, havin g oeen 

d isc harged in November 1945 a nd have been em.ployed oy the war Dep artment ea a 
uerman - lDglish iut erprehr since january 1946. 

I, the deponent , f urther state tha t ttie statsnent of Arvid FRED4UI'li is ua-

::;:;;.;;;h;~:~;;;:;;;:~~:;,;;~;;;.;~;;~;':;~;~~;:.;;.~:;rH,'t 
transl.e.tioD, likowiae boar t h e eisnature 1 Arvid P'nh.llllJI'H.• 

...,.(_ 
Swu m 11111 1ul1 tcr ihcJ to l,e fo re m e 1hi1 '5',;I 11• )' ur 

• ' Sd1w ii l1iu,h Hall. G.irm111y. 



• 
!MriDg the BUEL oi't ena he I have e bot on three different 

occaaiona at prisoner s of war oi:-ci1'1l i ana 1 namd y twice at prieonera 
ot war and once at two ciTUie.na . 1be tirat time I ahot a t 1.wo oi'Yili an a 
betwean STAVELOT and I.A. GIEIZE .. about J kiloruetera behind ST.AVELOT. 

The next Unie I ebot 1'our or the rounds with lllY' o.8 pistol 
et two or three .lJllel•ican prisoner s of war trom a distance of about 6 
meters . 

The third. time I ebot two out of a group or about 8 American 
prieonera ot War. 

I state eapecie.lly about these shootings the following : 

I wa s driver in t he SPW wbi ob was commanded by Rottt .WI'l"IW!R. 
Shortly behind STA.VSLO'r we paaeed a house wbi ob wa s loca ted on ihe right• 
band aide ot the s tree t, a nd two chilians 1t0rked in i t a garden. We 
peaeed this ~ ,e cm December 181 1944 at about noon . I stopped tbe S1" 
and rired the ahota with my o. 8 pistol at the two chiliana who worked 
in the garden. They were a t that tia about 5 amte1•e from rrr:t SIW. To 
be able to aboot I a tood up from my driver '" aeat eo th& t I r eached 
with the upper portion ot my body out ot tbe SFW . 

The two oh iliena were ot IDltdiwn age , ruaybe 40•45 years old 
and were about to pick up the ground with apedee. A• we atopped , both 
ot t hem came runniJl& towards our SPI , a .Pparently to find out what we 

wanted. I aiad with my piatol and tired tirat t.iwo abota at the ciTilien 
wno stood t<• the lett •• seen from ua. Thereby I a1109d at the heart 
and I eaw how 1.hia man wu hit and tell dead to the ground. Now the 
second one wanted to ru.n away , whic h I concluded as be started 1.o 1.urn 
around. hill banda extended horizcctally. I aimed at hie cheat and sbo1. 
and bi t him oo the side ea I could see b;r hia IDO'l'em,nte. Thia nan still 
t.urned elowly around a 11Ule .u:c,re a bowing me hia beok. J.s he waa a till 
e'tal:1ding up, yet apparently already hU and ahaky. I abo1. a eecood abot 
in his be.ck whereby I aiaed at the left aide ot bis baok to hit 1.be 
heart. ileo thia ebot was a bit and this ciTillan tell like etruck by 
Ugb1.nins, I fired another abet et thie n:an aiming at bia bead ae be 
lay on tb0 ground. 

Both ci•iliana were do.abtleea deed bmediatel:,. 

The tiret one had rea ched tor hie heart , already after the 
tirat shot and while be did 1.bat I tired a eecond shot in hie heart and 
I concluded and saw clearly trOlll tbe uanner they fell to the ground and 
lay there and also the parta ot the body I bit, that both nre de.sd , 

}Jllaadiately after I bad atopped &bootir,g, RoUf WITI'WER called 
to mD, •Go oo - we. have no tiDII", thereupon I dro'l'e on , 

The crew ot my SPll coneiated at that time ot the tollOW"ing 
people 1 

.Raitt KURT WITI'l'BR (Pa.Daer Leeder ) 
Sturm.CLU' .TASSKt.J (l'laok acbutze II ) 

• STCCK (7lack Schutze I) 
llottr oflm'HER IIElNRI CHl (S.D.G.) 

onli I. 

No one u:cept I abot at tb.ia oocuion, 
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To Baka my atateant better understood I ieyeelf have made a 
dra•iDB a.nd attach it to this statement. 

On this. ~.1. indicates the house on t he rlght-hand dde of 
the a traat( i t had one ~tory. • ea ot bricka tUld bri ck-red ) . No . 2 , indicateo 
the garde n f ence , which was e.bout l mo ter high a nd made ou t of wocxl 
e l a t e .. No.3 . 1& tbe c iv i lian who I s hot first . No.4 , is the civilian 
whom I shot r iB;ht after . No .5. i ti1e si:w. No .6. I , ieyaelt , i n the ::n'W . 
No. 7, i o the garden. No . 8 . is the aIT OW which indicat ea our directiext 
we d r ove . 

The f irst t i me I sho t at .American pr isoners of war during 
this offensive, nu in Ll GJ.EI ZI , on a wall near the church. Tbia was 
on or about tba 21.at Deca.mber 1944, aoa afternoon I tigu.ra it wu 
towards 3 o ' clock. 

At this t iDJO , we jus t entered U GIEI 2E' , I saw s tanding, at 
our ri gh t-hand side along the wall, about 20- 25 American prilcmare of 
war. Thay all wore American uniforms. b far as I ren:embar, no one 
wore an over c oat; t he y 11era t he American f iel d Jacketa . ill had stee l 
helmets and he l d the ir bands raised up a bc.n their e teel bel tnata . All 
ADricana were unar:nad. The comer in which the American p:r iaonen 
s tood was a little off from the direction•• ware beading for. I rode 
t o tbs priaonera es I saw the prisoners and a topped in fron t of them, 
I didn't 11tart the a hooti ng at this occa.Jion. However , I drove \U> to 
the pr i soners without tbs order to do ao., because I was certain t hey 
were au.ppoeed to be shot . The moment I atol)ped about 5 rmtera in 
front ot t he prisonere, Rottt KURl' WITI'WER our &.nzar Connander , started 
to shoot into the prisoners witb hie M. P. TbereUl)OO I draw my own o,6 
piatol and tired a whole aagazine, 8 abota, into tbe American wieonera 
ot war. I a tarted to shoot maybe three aeconde after \'ll'l'TIER, tor it 
took that lengtb of ti.UII to 1hitt gear and pulling tbe hand-brakes, J.\' 
pietol wu ready tor a hooting, WI'rl"NBR badn 't given me the ordn to ~ 
aboot at the priaonere nor had anybody else g iven me an 01·der to do ~ 
tbat. However, I aaw WI'l'l'WBR shoot and I juet obot too.JI reainod ' 
seated at tbia shooting becauee I bad parked the SW in auch a poe i t-
ion that I could shoot at the priaonan through the OJ)ening in front 
ot ma. 

When I atartl'Jd to aboot• the majority ot prisoner• • tood 
atill ul) and only a few had already fallen to the ground , atte·r tbe 
tirat ehota ot WIT'IWER. I doo ' t know bow .imu,y priaonera c.t war I 
killed witb these 8 ebota , becauae alao other• t'rom ~ SFW 11tarted 
to ehoot right af ter • and eoon thereafter narybod)' from my Fanzer 
started to ehoot and two other SFW'e atarted to ehoot at the prieonera . 
I can only recall the American wbo atood neareat lll)' slit and at whoae 
heart I aimad DO' tiret two shots and firod. He waa or stout atrozig 
build, wore a field Jacket with a zipper and haQ e belt on, but was 
unarmed. I aew tbia nan tall forward under IQ)' ahota . 

I tired the next aix ehota into the bunc~ or the other 
JK"iaonere of war who were oloeely group.d toge ther , o f which a r.art were 
still stand.ins up and one part lay already on the ground• .Ul that 
happened very quiok •d I doo't knOlt any more at whom I fired theae 
ren:aiDiDB six round.a. Solely the picture bow this etout etrong .American 
atandi.ng neareat me co llapsed af'ter Ill)' first t.o sho ts ie in 11:l)' meioory , 

I bava prepared two dra.winge for better clarification ot 
thqe ehootinsa which I attach t o tbis etat.emant. 

Th• oae with lI indicated ghea a general le.yout of 1;b.e place 
ot th• •booting of thee• priaonere ot war in U. OIEIZI . rllluber l on th.la 
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drawing indioatea the prieoners. No.2. the Church, No.3. tbe wall by 
which the prieonere ot war stood. No.4. 1a the school buildil!g 11tbiob 
eened aa V.P. No.5. is our S.t'W, No.6.RlU'e SkW , No.7. direction arrow. 

Sketch Nwnbttr III shows the same acene howner in a auallar 
aoale. Ori tnia one No.l. indicate• the priaonare, No.2 . th~ Church, 
No.3 . the wall ,No. 4.our SPll. No.5. I, Dl)'aelt . No .6. Wl'l'TO:R 1 No . 7. 
the prisoner at whom I shot tirat. No.8. direction arrow. 

Thia drawing (Ill) ahowe the poeition 111 my SPW waa parked, 
a little diagonally at the farthest right aide ot the street. 

RA.U'a SHI I he:nn't repreeentecl any zre on this drawing •• 
t o 1qy eatimaUon be tttopped about 5 to 10 11eters behind me. SbooUng 
at the prisoners started also from Rt..U'a S.Af , while our SFW wae still 
shooting. RA.U 'a SPW began t o aboot shortly after WI'l'I'WER had opened 
t i re , at about the same time ae I • 

.lpproximately 50 meters beforeI pull.ad D:G' SFW oo the aide 
o t the roe.d at the iudicated place, aeTeral ahots were tired some 
place ·to the right 1'rom the SPlr behind m (RlU'e SPI). '!be tire wae 
not aimed at the prisoners we abet shortly before • I don't know it 
they were aimed at other prisoners • 

.&tter a atop at about al together tbrea minutea .WI'rIWD a a i d 
-COa on . let ' s go• and I star ted ott • During tbaae three minutaa, with 
t he excepiion ot abort intena.h I there •• con tinuoua s hooting in t o -
t he .Amaricane,witb machine -gun•, machi ne piatola , r iflea and pistole. 
I m;y- salt, banTer , did not tire an y more after my tirat eight round•• 

I aew trom my Tebiol e a t this place, Rottt KURT Wl'l'TWEH aboot 
into the priaonere. To DO' utimation be t ired a bout 64 round.a, a 
map2.in• bu 32 round.a . I saw him tire quite a lot and I knOII' tor 
certa in that be once reloaded. I aaw Sturumann OUJ' J'A.SSBN at t hi e 
place tire aneral ahota i nto tbe priaonera. In my eet i meticm there 
nre abou t 5 abuia • 

I alao beard ec:maone alee f rom 'Ilf'J SlW eboot i nto the pr iaonera. 
M nuc h u I can recollect they were abate from an autoa.tic r i tle . 
Latar• the .... da y in "&:be attel'tloon our .Fl ack Schutze STOCK t old • 
ibat he had a leo aho t a t the prieonera at the wall i n Li GIXIZI. I 
d i d not aH S TOCK ahooting beca uae I could only aee WITTIZR and J'J.SSSN 
from my- eeat. HIINRICffi: , S00, did not a hoot . I not only didn ' t bear 
it tire , I alao know that be didn ' t baTe a wea_pon u.d be n•••r i:az,t .. 
icti:ated in ahootina. 

The n.-xt abooti.D8 ot .A.nri can Priaonera ot war in which I part
icipated wae our aharpahootina a t abwt 8 prhonera ot wu- . 

Ql Deced:,er 2Jrd 19" we perked our SH' on a bill in the wood.a 
at the •• or Ll 01.BIZI. We eould.n •t prooetd at that '1..D Ncauae w 
bad run au t ot guoline . It WUI duriag the aornina and I -. onr at 

R::>ttt lffllO DO'JSCHKB'a S:Rf which waa tbe Tehiole ot the COGUJany co:mander . 
While I waa telkina ~o IX11'SCHKI , IJU'ISCHKK eaid to • •c-:,m on, •• can 

bum,p ott a f ew acain. • A.t tbe aame time be poi nted at abou t 8 ,lmarioan 
prieonere ot war wbo ekod. about 40 •iere aa¥ near the l Otb Co.lllJ)&D7, 
until t ben I hadn't noticed tbe priaonen and apparently Dtm3CHD" cal)' 
now alao noticed the-. u be wa1d the aboft word• to •• Thereupcn we 
int.rrr\lJ)ted our oonTene\1011 and wen"&: on r to the priaonera to a booi 
the-. 
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called to us ee we caa clos er t o the prieonere. • l"tl.eter, don't you we.nt 
to participate 1• 

Now aenral un ot the l oth ColDJ)any aakc,d two other men ot the 
10th COlll,peJly -What ebould we do •1 tb them 11 wb-.reupon 0De ot the two men 
who were uked answered •You can do with them what you want to • Thee• 
two men ot the 10th Company •bo had thuely uked, bad ap,Par·enUy taken 
t be.a e priaonere • 

.&.t that time tbe prieonera atood lined U.P te.oing ua wHb their 
backa &gains t the eloping terrain. They all wore AJz:.ericen unitor.1111 and 
asain all had the eteel halJmt on . ill beld their bands about their beada 
and all wera UDermed, lbttt THEO DU'l5CHKE without an order being ghen 
••• the tiret one to lUt hie rirle to aim at the J)riea:iere, .lt this 
ine"te.noe, Rottt HEINZ SCHW.AR'L, 11th Coau,any, let Platoon called •Weit a 
m:,Dnt, lat'e do a little ebar;i:ehooUna,• 

n, tbie proPQe.al we •tarted the ebarpehootiqg at the ..lmaricana 
by bumping ott on• after the other and. by each oneot' ua abooiing at the 
prieoner we bad placed ua in f"raot ot• 

we stood in a rOlli' oppoeite tbe priaccera looking trom. the lett 
to the right we atood aa tollon1 Rottt THIO Dl1l5CHKE witbl. ritle, I 
o.a pietol, Unterech CS'l.l.U> SIEGMJND, Pia tol, Rottt HEINZ ScH\URZ, l feFi 

- 4 -
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---------------------------------- -------------------

TR&NSU.'i'ION or LmEW ON WlIB1T • 1 1 

TO il'FI!ll.Vn' OJ' 
ARVIDJ'REDllll'II 

·········· 
No. l The hou.ae 
No. 2 The garden tenoe 
No. 3 let CiTilian 
No. 4 2nd Civilian 
No, 5 Sl'f 
No. 6 I myself 
No. 7 Garden 
No, 8 DireoUon arrow 

TIUN;,L.\TIOJ'/ OF LF.tllllD ON El!II.lm 'II' 
TO il'FIDAVn' 07 
.ARVID JIIEDIJTH 

········· 
No. l The prieoners 
No. 2 The ohuroh 
Noe 3 The wall 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

01ignl'1I 10 War Cri mu Ur 11 11d 1, Uni l etl S 111e1 Ann), 

,\PO 633, u1 11 11 i11te r11rclcr, h a, ing 1,eeu 1luly 8"'orn, ,le 11utf' 111111 , 111 1r 1h111 1hr nl t adu- ,l En~lisl, tran ~latio n ij 

• true a ncl 1ccur11 c re ndering o r the Ger ma n u r igin u1 of tl1r 11Mt e n11rn t or 

Rolf Rol and REI SER 

20 Marc h 194 6 t11k e n u 11 

l,d o rc WILL IA M R . P ERL, let Lt . , M. I. 

consist ing uf 10 page,, iuto English. 
and 3 ak:etc he a 

I, t he ,l epu nc nt , furih c r s t a le t h a t I 5J>ea k German un,l E11g lis l1 nu f' ntl y 11 11,I 11 111 full y 11111, l ilie,l 11 6 u1 c1q wrt 

Ge r 1111rn-E11glid , in tcr 11rcl er l,y r easo n of t he fo lluwing c11 rnl Hi c11 tiu 111: 

• a\. •o.. o...l in. VJ ... .,l • .u'lt. ·1 

• · l Un« iu 

wJ\ 11, 1,a.e 

6. fJino• t.he t..t~ of ro :·uary l b. "TOtl •• i ul.el"i)l"•tv H .l tiw nr 
crSJMe nw.cn iA 1 ~~AD~ • vor,..ia117 . 

Swum 111,I auli,crilieJ 1u 1,,., ro,e nu: 11, ;, 1.l sf-,1•)· o r 

• • Sd,,.·ii l1i, ,i1 111II , Gcrm1ny. 



, 
I, Un1:er.J t:.u-mf'uehrer ROU ROLAND HEISER was , durin& tha 

EIP'EL of'teneive in Dace.cbe1· 1944 and J11LDuary 1945 1 Ad ju ti.nt ol tb& lat 
Battalion, or the lot Panzer Risgiant L.SS.A.H. 'lbia a86ignm.nt I started 
on the 19tl December 1944 clo~ut to 3 o'clock in t he m::irning near c:RumUX. 
Until Unterat\U"IIlf'uebrer :rJSCIBR was wounded on 17 Decen.1ber 19.44 , be wao 
Mjutant ot tba 1st Battalion . ll"rom the l7t!l December 1944 until Ill)' 

alTival trom Garmcn.y . U'J:lteratui-mt'uehrer KURT KRilr.:'.I held t.h1:1 position ot 
Adjutant proviai0.I1ally . Until the 14th DecoDDttr 1c;44. I was th~ platoon 
l eader in the 4th Collij)&ny ot tba ht S$ Pan.:er Regiment • llicb did not 
participate 1n the EIFEL offensive . on 14 Dec1:1mber 1944 I was transt'e1•red 
to the 1st Battalion where I reported on 19 D8cember 1944. 

The onl y shooting of' prisoners of war which I know •bn11t first 
bo.nd, 1a th• &booting ot American prisoners of War at LA. GLEIZB on 22nd 
or 23rd December 1944. 

Oo this day ! beard Obuo tur ni banntuebrer HUH:.R saying at 
t he com mend pcw t of the 1st batt&lion, to Sturmbannfuohrer .R:Z'15CHKE, 
that he, HUJER would ilan ])8.I't of the priecnora of war shot . FBI PF.R ' 3 
•ordo were either 11 1 am going to have pu.•t of ther prisoners of nr shot•, 
or , •or the prieonera ot war I am going to have &. part shot• • 

..\bout tw :, or three minute& e.t~r Obere t urmb&nntuehrer P.UPER n:a~e 
th.i.e declare.tion, he 1 or Sturmbannfuehrer ~'ISCHIOE,, in the prtt11ence or 
PEIPER, ordereJ. Untersturw.tuebrer lw-s HSNN~KB, that h•, HE?!NECK!l , should 
PIH on to Obersturd'ueh.rer JlUla'F._ that R~' should send a ~ bootill8 d•tail 
tor the ahootlng of prisontirs of war• 

I cannot remen.ber any mare tha t I, m;ys ult, had r ece i n d an 
order from Chere turmbannf uehrer .FEilER or S turmbanntuebrer JOh"lSCHE! to 
veuta on to dElfiECl<E the order that be too should send a ~hootina d•tail 
f.t·om hie own CCDI.PllilY f or t he shooting of these prisonere ot war. I also 
do not reammber to have given such an order. 

I was told during the cu-al inter1•ogation tba t Untersturmtuehrer 
HfflNiil::l<E claiD that I bad ghen bta,euch an o.rder ( to furnish a shooting 
detail trom bis canpeny), ~o\e tbeoe events ba pp&ned 15 montho ago , and• 
as things in this ott eM ive took place which I naturally attl'\ched more 
importance t o, and therefore re,ooi n better in my lllf!mary , I can only r epea t 
that I cannot re1D1mber any longer. It 1e po~eible , however, that HEN\"ECJG: 1 s 
c laim BS described above confor~ with the tacts . 

That the prisoners uf war nre sho t I know from a r cmr k of 
S t .a-mbannfuehrer rl&'lSCHKE. I Wft fl pr esent a t,n, bours after tbe above ordera 
to shoot prieonera of war w r e ginn (1 t coul d elso ha"t'e been on tt>e tollo•
in& day) Sturmba.nntuebrer POE'ISCHKB convera ed with an .AJrAricat1 ltajor kep t 
in coo.tll\ewnt by ua. The name of t biu Mljor •a kiloGown or s imilar. I 
han to admit that tho manner i.1 which t bi!J N.il.Jor •as t r eated stayed i n 
IIG' me nnry especially becauu it touched rm comically u 0bersturmbanntu6brer 
H:IH:R and Sturmbanni'uebrer FOE'ISCHKI' took care of hi m and troubl ~ tbem
••h'ea• and talked to h i 111 aM 1"ri•nda • while orders existed to ban other 
Alltlrican priaonerEo abot , ~ ng other thinp, I r e&l'amber ;bat tbia .American 
Ml.jar inquired of PCB'lSCJiKt,•h•r• tb.e other pr i aouera ot war could be. I 
l"QY9elt don 't speak Eogliah. Ho·n..-e.t' I can reme10ber that tbie queu t ion ot 
t.be £.mlrican Mljor •as tranalated by tla interpr•ter into C.rlllln and that 
Fa::'ISC~aaid in GenDtn •Tbeae priaonere were •ho t, bu t you don't tell 
him llll,Ything• . Thie con..-ereai1011 betwHn the American Ms.jor and Sturm,, 
ba.nntuebrer :i:ta'l5CED took place alao at the cozmand peat of the le t Battalion, 
and u I bav• already atated 1 a few bo\U'& later or th• following day, af ter 

-1-
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the iBBuance or t ne order described at the beginning of my statement tor 
the shooting o f American pri.tionere of war. 

We all talked. at that tit~• about I prieonera' . &•:ever 1 only 
..A,.marican prieoo.ero u1re meant ae ,t didn ' t have any others and tha n we 
only f o ught asainst the .uiarioane at that time . 

OI the 23rd or 24th December 1944 1 anyhow, after the heu.e.nce of 
the aboTe orde1·e, I au• in JJ.. GlliIZB about Go-70 meters left and behind 
of the school houoe in a gully the corpeee ot 10- 15 J.noericen prhonera 
who bad been ehot. I au not suru however , a bo•it tbia numbe..-:-.. it t.ould have 
bean more or a l so leea. l'rGll the manner in which theae corpeee were lying 
together in a pile , it could be concluded it wat1 that they , ,ere p1: ioonera 
ot war who bad been shot. 

To bett er underatancl ttG' etatemsnt I have made up tbru 
ake t cbe o which I hoi.Ve marked 1 I 1 II . and III . No,l gives ~be gt1ne1al 
l&y•ou t ot the poe i tion of t he cownand poo t in LA GUIZE and the looa ticn 
whare I aaw 1;b , , priooners or war ttw.t bad been ellot. On t his drawing 
which I have mrked I, No .l rr:ea.na the Church . No . 2 Corrnend lbs t of the 
let 3attalion and ot the lat Company, :, t1nll 4 mean r o ads which join 
l ater on le,-,ding to STOUl'.DNT, Noj is the reed to SPJ.H , No.6 th• pile o f 
pr iaoners of war that had bee n abo t, No . 7 Rieing terra i n , No . 8 hedge wi th 
aom, treea , No . 9 way to PKR?.tt VERI?.DNT. 

c.n ske t ch N::> ,II, I have a hown t htt com!r.Und poet at the ti.al!! 
a t which tbe order for the s hoo t inti ot _prisoners of war we gi ve n to 
HENNECKX . Ol thic dr aw i ng whicb l have .awked No . I I, No,l means COD'llland 
poe t of the la t batte.11011, No,2 mee.nr. coomand pOfli ot the let ooJ.D,PaDY , 
No,3 meana the e taircase frooi the cellur, Nos 4 lt.tld 5 ll'!ean the door t1 , No . 6 
19 a wind ow, No.7 i s a table at whic h I aat. No , 6 t ho chai r on whic h I 
oat. No. 9 the place wbez·e Unter•turrntueb.rar HENNECKE waa No.lo t he r lace 
where Obcirsturmbannfue hrer .fEil'ERt Comnt.ndor ot the ArDX>red Group) was , 
No .11 t he place wher e Sturmbe.n:,fue hre r KE'ISCHKE wae , No , 12 a tablo No, lJ 
meaIW a v l eopi.ng r oom, No ,14 a stove . 

On sketch No ,III I have ohown the coreimnd pos t a t t he t ime 
whe n S turmbannt'uehrer PO~"'I'SCH.Ja and t be .American Me jor carr ied on the 
conversa tion ma ntioned t o nu s tatement, in whic h the Major i nquil.·ed 
about the fatti of t he prisoners of war. On t hib d1·a wins Yi'hich I ti.ave 
ruai•ked No.III , No .l me ane CoDl!1'&nd poe t ot' t he let &t taliou , No . 2 mena 
the commaud ;ios t o f the l at oompuny , No.J t he stair--cac • lee.d i ne upwardn, 
No . 4 Door, 1,;o,5 Door, No, 6 Table , No . 7 . a window, No . 8 atov,, , 1;0.9 a 
sleeping place , No.lo Table , ?-b ,11 pos ition of t he ~rican P/& Jor 1 No ,12 
poo iti.:>n of Sturmbannfuehrer FO&TSCHl<S, No ,13 poaiti~n of the inhrpreter , 
No.l.4 pl.ace where I wu JIO'l!lelt, No.15 other Germa.n offic<>ra or eoldier• . 

I have me.d e this a ta temmt ·roluntarily and o f my own tree 
11111 unin.tlueoced by force, tbrea ta , or harsh ":reatment , or un i nfluenced 
by :promiaea of aey kind . I swear to God t ha t the facte whioh I u tatecl 
i L tbia aff .1.daTit are t r ue a.nd I am pT"eJ)aJ"ed to rereat them under oetn. 
before any court of juutice. 

(• i snod) RCLF oor.um R!:lSER 
SS Untorsturmfuti hrer - 20 t.itroh l9b.6 . 

Sworn t o and eubecribed before 
,. thi• 2 0th ti,rcb 1946 Wi tneeaed i n t he preaence ot 1 
at SCh"W.AB15CH Hill., 0.rirwJcy . M)RRlS nonTZ 

c i'rilia n 1nvea tigator WILLIAM .R . nfi:t,lat Lt.,J-4.I., 
\ICB • tBl'ET0.555149. 

InTes tie;a tor-D:amincr W.c . B . tB!l'ET 
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TRANSllTICN OF LEGEND TO SRETCH NO, I DRAWN BY ID-TERSTCJU'IJEHRER 

ROLF RCIUND REISER - S how Ing ll OLEIZE, 

LEGEND 

l, CHUK:H 

2 . CXH&~ PCST let Battalion and let Couu>any 

J,J 
4. )Stree t to STWLUn' 

5• Road to SP.AH 

6, Pris oners or •r who were shot. 

7, JUeing Terrain 

8 . Hedge wi tb some treee 

9 • Way to FERA£ VERIIillNT 

; r l 



• 
TRANSI.ATION OF :tl!GENO TO SKmCH NUl,tiERED II DPAWN BY 

Vnteraturmtuebrer ROU' R>LA.1'1> RKlSER , showing the 

Coaumnd Post in LA GLElZE. 

lLEGEND 

1. Co1DDBnd Poe t 1st Battalion 

2 • Collll:e.nd Post ls t Cou.pany 

3. Staircase 

4, ) 
5 , )Ibor 

6. Window 

7, Table 

a. Untareturnu"uehrer RElSER 

9. 

10. 0bera turmbanntuehrer l£I.Hrn 

11.Sturmbanntuebrer IU:'ISCHKS 

12 . Table 

13 . Sleeping Place 

14 .Ston 

http:Collll:e.nd
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TRANSUTICN OJI' 
LXGEND TO SREIUH NUJ,BER III• DRlWN BY Unters turmtuehrer 

ROU' ROw«l HUSER, ebowing the C.P. in U GIEIZK. 

LEG E ND 

1. Oowne.nd lbat let Battalion 

2 . Com:nand P08t 1st Com,pany 

3. S taircase 

4. Door 

5. Door 

6. Table 

7. Window 

8. S tove 

9. Sleeping place 

10.Table 

11. posiUon ot J.n;erican ?4ajor 

12 • • Sturmb&JU1tuebrer PCE'ISOHF.£ 

13. bterpreter 

14, • Unteraturmt'uehrer RBISI.TI 

15.0tbera reated there alao. 

http:RBISI.TI
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I, ]ii~F.- Rei,.llt,J.Q .1iEJq_E_R,__-:-----· ' being fir,/ d•ly

:~or,RciEet~mJr:~lf/!?fi'Ji.undtr __ o_ _"'h_'-,---
nadtdem ich erst rtcht-

mfl/Jlg cingesch woren wur de, mudte die / (J /gcflde Aussog-c unter Eld 

The t1bove two photographs are photozrnphs of the same 0 i!~ct .sryff l'188 t:taEJ!.€./t!iE1< 
......"E.ff.J.E:..E.B. ......_____ menlioned by me In my o//ld11vll, duled .. .Z...Q..•.1.1.t/.B.(.l'Ll.'1 .. V.k.. 

Die JJ,/J ll{f'11 ~1: I'/ Phot ogropl1'en sln d Photogrnphlct1 desselh /ge n __OBE ~sro~l't8AlrlfFi'1Re( 
....._,]!.~I Pf=~ .......... .. vu 11 mfr ;,, melncr efdtsslnltfidl r n Auuage genannt, 

dur;er, __ ,lV~1 <qfp . 12--'1--~ ~_ .A'!.1. , el/_ vh 
Plrat Nam• (Vornamt) Laat N••t. (Zanam,J 

Rad (Dltt11t1ratl} 

-1.~.u..&.....E..~ I- $ $ fl Ii 
Organization darln1 El/ti 01/tnllvt 
ElnMU wt'Jhrtnd de, El/d-Efnsot:u 

Of/le 

I .... f.~· ... Arm :/~!:::,m-



,. R26.F ......Kot-.!i r!D... Klft,J£fL~----- , bt1111 /lr•t d•l1 

~:a_:~;:j{_.~:Kdl1{;/~~-Jl.liJ1~nd1r__,0_0_1h_1___ ,radldt m /di tr&t rcdd-

m(Jjl/g elngeschworen wurde, mudlt die / olgtndt Aunagt a11 ltr Eld 

Tht ubo ,.,e two photograph., are photograph, of lht ••mt t:?8El-fS 71JRMFV FH J( E~ 
.....J?.1,U:!1.E.E..........._._..• menlloned by m, In my a/Jldavll, daltd..~.-!.11Lf1.£!L.l.11'..k, 

Dl(h..ob ig,fJ, zwtl Photograph fen 1/nd Ph otograpltlt n dt&1tlblgtn_Q~ER.JrtJlll1FcJ£illleRl._,._~Y'1 'F 
da11u1 _J SLM!IRZ 

110n mir In
~q111r, . ____. 

mtlntr t l dt11totllldtt11 AHIOlt gt1to1111t, 

~ ~ ~~ 
Pint Norn, (Vor110111t) L.,t N••t (.Za11••" 

Rad (Dlt11d1rd) 

t'.,. ss U-· Re, T- , /.. o/71-1 H 
Or11111l1atla1t '•rlnf 81/d 01/ttNIH 
£l•hd/ •lltr,11,I dH ~l/tl-~IIIHhlf 

http:11Lf1.�!L.l.11


I, .... Ji};,~.£:.....lf..Pi.ll.NQ.... ]?.E:1~ .. ~.u.______ , being J/r,I daly 
0;;~~£/~ -~oc:tN~"K__~i<'A=iSbR,"d

er_ .. ulb : nadldem /d, erst rtdlt-

mlifl lg eingcsth woren wu , de, mudie die J olgende Aussage unter Eid 

T he 1•bov1• two p hotograph.~ nrc photographs of the same UNrER ST cl ffM F"r.J ~~ 
J:1.1:J.N.~.....li.~JlN.G..~!f.!i.. menli flned by me In my a//ldnllll, da/ed....&.P....J::JJLFj,,t;.JLJ.1..':f:.~ . 

D ie ob i1: e11 .:M t'/ Pllotugrup h 'e11 slnd Photograph/en dessefblgen IJNT£R.Sru~r::l/11f!,_~R.t~'!!;~;~_=.llft.'Jfllf- Ji(fi, ,o,, mi, In melner eldm la//1/dr~; A~;;~K; g~n-;,,;;: ·· ( 

¼-~ 14.:s-01,. 
Flr3I Nam, (Vornamt ) Lad Namt (ZanomU 

Raltlt (Dltnd1rad) 

.L-'r .5.5 Fz. 7?e4:1-, J... f >t} t( 
Organization d11rln1 El/ti 01/ualvt 

Elnhtll •IJhrrnd dea El/tl-Eln.,atzu 

-ex l:-._115':_j}) 

L J_ I: B 
~~ 

http:lf..Pi.ll
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

11 ~a ign,•1I lu Wur C riuu' • Br 11u,t1, U11i lt" <I S l a l r 8 Arm ,, 

A l'O 6:1:l, HS 1111 i11tN1>n·h ·r, 11 11Yi ug hei, 11 ,lu ly ~worn , ,l,·1ms,• 11 ml Mll lr 11. 11 1 lh t• u t1 ud1r tl Eugli.J , tru11slatiu11 i• 

11 1r111: 111111 uccurnt c rc 11!lcri 11g or 11,e Germon urigi ,1111 or Iii ,· ~11111•011ml ur 

Hans ORUHLE 

29 March 1946 11 1 Sdnd il,i ~d1 1h11, Gcr111 11n y, 

RAPHAEL SHUMACKIB, C&pta1n, CMP 

11agu, inlo Englis l, . 

I. tl lll ,lc 1m11cnt , rurthc r 1lat e tha t J s 11 c11k Germ o n 11 ml E11g1i~l1 0u r11 II )· 1111,I am full y ,p, 11lili,·,I " " u1 l' lll"' rl 

Gcrrnu,,E11gli1l1 int e q1r,•1t: r h y r eason or llu· fu11o wi ug 1111R lili r11 1iun1: 

2. I e:pat t;bl ftnt; ...., ,.... ~ ,q llhl 1D OH....7 an.d •••• 
W eleaatltrJ ad Moond.1117 aoll.eol ,--.. 

3• I ••• W the Un1 111t4 Sta• in 11)28. 

• • I bed ho ,_.. ot 1/ngUah i n aNOr1iary N-1 1n .._, Jt 
other knoNled• .,, Bnali•b bail been 4er1M trem atu4:,- by .,..i t • 

5. I'n Na -.rrW to:t t ile i-at au: :r-re to • Br111la ••J•• 
&D4 a,r,e-J;; i:ngll•ll. oonU aually a t b-. ,.. wU'o does not •~ak GXR.Mt.N. 

S"·orn 11ml 111l11c ri1,,-,I tu lu·fore 111 ,• lhi i 

·r <f':71.L\A-
!. p_ 

~~ 



• 
I, Hane GRUHJ.E , aft.er being duly &worn 1u.1ke the following 

etoterr.ent under oath , 

On 22nd December 1944 , to my rticolloction this ,cs the date , 
Hauptec'•e..rfuehrcr .PIDUN or the f i rot bettolion , came in the l ate 
afternoon houra , I believe it w ebout 1600 or 1700 '·ours , to the 
co llcr of the r1;;gimentHl C , P . in U GI.EIZE, end inquired about the 
C , P , DIEFG'..RI'EAL 1s, III , /2 beceuse he didn ' t laia., it , 

I didn ' t &lik a.bou t thismi esion bu t gave the meseenrer on duty 
who eat on the stairs leading to the cellar , I believe H v;as the SS 
Unt er acbarfuehrcr FROBHLICh, the ord 6r to r,how the way , 

"Yi hother the messenger accozrpanicd PIDlJ?,1 to the C, P. or on l y 
pointod him c,ut tho C, P , f'rorr. tile etreot only, is not known to ::'!le, 

Thia ste.tt:ment consists o f two P8Joltl8 , and '-'OS no.de by me 
voluntarily , uninfluenced by duress , harob treat;r.ent , tlll'eets or 
promhu,s of an:, kind • 

I swear to God thtt.t this vtatemAnt whioh I mac,_e here ie true 
and am prepart.ad to repeat suB beforti any c ourt of justict: . 

( s i c;netl) Pans GfnJHLE 

29 f.arch 1946 . 

S worn to m d subscr ibed beforu me this 29 th 
day of 1.'Brch l 9h6 , a t SCHt,'ABISClf HALL , Ger . 

R.UHAEL SHtWACKER 
C&pt . CMP. 

http:prepart.ad
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT• 
J'OJ6" B ltlu:ICJJBllJII u~ig nt,I 10 W1r Cri,uu Br11 11d1, Uni ter! S11 1u Anu). 

AP~· 633, u 1 11 inl erprc ter, li avi ug hcen dul y aworn, ,lr1ms,• a111I 11 t1tr 1l,a1 tin: 11l t ad1rd E11g li$I, lrnnsla1ion i• 

• '"" ""'-~·~",:~·~ or "'"""""" "' or 

5 
:·' '""" { ~,····c:.::r·t iH:,
hefore ·o.r --v-
ro ni isti ug ur £ 11ugc1,i 11t oE11glis h . 

and l sketch 
I, lhc tlepouenl , fur l her i i ate 1/rn t I I JICak Germ an 11111 Eugli~li llu rn ll )' •n,I 11111 folly <Jlialili..il llij 1111 ex p.-rt 

Gcnn au-E 11g li1il i11t e r11rf' le r b )' reuon o f lhe fo llo•ving •111alHie111iu111: 

2 . I l t'IMd iah tbroUgb • tw:ly or tha J.anguaga t'or 2 7U41"'0 in. High .Jobool. , 
oae ye.,r 1n coU ega , and eiOllt moolha ot o,ontaa oluaeo, •ll in YILJU ,•Yiiilt..ria ~ 

3. I ha•• a..,okca U&glhti. GODtiauoualy • inoe '"4pt•ber 1939. •hen I oo.me \o 
t)w UDJ.tad .JtateE . h. Jop\anber ot 194,J. I Joloitd. t.hai t1nitad States &r'al7• 

,4 . lraa h1brlL1')' atU the l atter 1•rt ot ...,Jr ll 1943, I aUended tbe lPIS 
OO\UW at Camp Ri tebiw, Kar7l tHld, conducted. by &b• ll1J.1tary Int!3ll1~e'1'rain.1Z}6 0'-Ater. 

5 . ha., J\m.... 1944 WlW JoptQID.bor 1945 , I &erTed, cont;1.rmoual 7 11.!1 an L-111 
1Dterrofltitw- , 1n wb.loh o~oity I ee oonatnnUy • q_ui.re<J. ~ tranalaie 
0 itU,o l.na,lbh , and vto0 Y11r ea. 

6 . 31aae J'OIMlllcy 1946 , I baYe been ..e iped 1o tha lior Crimea .Branch, 
U.S. l' . L.T. u a ohUt*n Oormen- 1.11.g U ah interpreter. lJ;,~ 

~~r~· -u.. 
Sworn ,uJ 1ul11c rilrnJ lo l,dore me t l1is 21' ...,. ..r ~ /'I~ ., 

a t Sd1wii l1i n h Ha ll , Grr111•ny. 

http:Oormen-1.11.gU


ID t he aft ernoon <1 22 or 23 Deem.bar 1944. I &bot 
on or der o.n .A.merioan prisoner ot ~ in LA CLli:IZE , BliLOIUM. 
I wu , 1D. t he aft ernoon of this day, the exaot hour I oan• t 
etute any mre , a 't the CP ot the 2111 platoon (X.W.X.) of tbe 
12th cca,pany, _3rd battalion, 2nd regilant, LSBAH. 

The OP wu in a laundry romi.. In the same roc:a were 
Oberaobarfuahrer Paul P!'ALZR (Platoon leader ot the 2nd 
platoon), further Unt ereobarfuehrer Anton ln-t'l'Z.HEIK, Unter• 
soharfuehrer RICHTER and Onteraoharfuehrer BAENOiL or Onter• 
aobarfuebrer HUHNEL. Sudd•n.1¥ I heard the yell, •am;, t hem. 
off1 1 then I looked out of the window. 

I then saw, near t he hou.ae, whioh •• to the aide behind 
our house, thrN Amerioan priacmere of war walking along the 
wall, I knew they nr• A.mlrioan p rieonC"e of war beoauee they 
wore J.merioan uniforms and all three had t heir &nM!I raiaed to 
their heada. The .Amerioau did not oarry •DY' weapoDI . They 
walked slowly at normal walkina:•Pace. About f i Te to e11nt 
meter• babiai them walked a Oermm •ntry 11111 gu.ard. The Ge:man 
sentry carried a weapon, either a M.P. or a rifle in the band, 
reacS;r to f ire. 

I, ao-self, llaTe prepared a eketoh ot the looalitiN and 
attach it to thia atatemant • 

.rha priaonen (on the almtoh aarked u 8, 9 111d 10) wan 
,tuat near the door of the house •• I ••• i~. 

Upon the ebou'tinp, ·~ them oft•, I took IIY' Aaerican 
pietol BDd loaded it, by pullin,a: the elide baok quiclcl.y. I 
aimad 8't the prieoncn- wb.o walked in the oenter u indioatad 
on tne aketoh aa maber 91 Vnteracharfu•br•r OO~H 
stood in the door and I stood at the broken window. SCmtumlCH 
aDd. I etarted to •boot about the .... ti••• SCHIUIIBA.CB obTioualy 
fired •1tb the 11,P. a 't tbe maD., who 1e IIU'ked on my- eketoh wi tb. 
maber 8. The reuon I uaume that 1a beoauae I ••• bow a.\abC" 
8 wu hit and oollapae4. llobody bNid•• ae ud SCBWAIIB.t.CB fired 
am I only ehot at the prieoDSr who 1a marked •1th nuaber 9. 
The .Americu with ma.bar 10 oa tb.1• •Dtob ran into tbs h0111e 
u4 I do not know what happened to bia later on, 

lily' aagasi.D.e, which waa full before tne •booting, I 
-.ptied on the .l.znerioan fto ia repr..eD'lied on 1117 abtoh wt th 
maber 9• Rigllt af'tu ou or iwo ahote, the hi"S p:rieoaer auaber 
9 aaa.k to hie a..... I continued tirina at hill until ay M81• 
'DIIII ... eq,ty. 

Dea I h-.1 _,uec1 a:, -aa&ia• I •a• tu Oeraaa • ea.try at 
the boue corner, and u •-,-tb11141 heppea.ed Tery quiokl.y I 
ua\lae that he bad wallcad u.bout .5 to 8 -t•r• behind tbe 
priaoDSra. 1-ediately thereafter I walked to the dead, in 
order to iaT•tipte whether t hey we.re aotually dead. Tb.a 
1D&D ebo't by SJHWAMIWJH bad aneral p cetratiou ill t ne heed.. 
The prieoa.er DO I •bot had oa.e through the bean, and one 
peneirac ion tbrO\lgb the hMd. The bullet •hiob ••t ttlrcNgb 
th• beart bad an op ming jut uaderneath the left abould.
blad•, the bead p ttMtratioa. cae fr0111 behind and bad penetrated 
directly" underneath t be a liHl helmet. The Am.-ioan who wu abot 
by aa wu moat likely hit by other bull.ta, t I didn't l)eJ'. 
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all)' lDOre attention to it a.a I only wanted to establish the 
t eot whether be wu dNd or •bether a •bot or mercy wu re
quired. .Both A.urioau, the one marlmd with mab•r 8 

1 
u 

well u the one •1th D\1111.ber 9t were dead . I baTa seen many dead 
oa. preTious occaaion1 and I can recognize whether ecmebody ie 
dead or no1.. .A. maroy ahot we.a not neceae., y any more. 

Who bad shouted at this occasion 1 bwiu, thm ott• I don't 
lcDolif any more. I also didn't know then who bad yelled. 

I saw and knew that t hoa e three im&·icans ware ,Irieonera 
or war, but I shot at those or to be exact, at prisoner of war 
number 9, becau.ee several voices demanded it, and bscauae of 
the general order relative to priaonera given ue by our company 
ccmnande.i:·, Haup tscharfuabrttr 1ochen THI.l.!LE . 

The dina:i ce on my akatch 1'rm. number 4 to number 9 ia 
about 4 to 5 meters . 

The laundry roan number 2 waa only small, not longer than 
our tank. 

I make this a tatement consisting ot 5 pages soi l sketch, 
voluntarily, ou ,; of JlJ3' dwn fi' se will, without coercion, threate 
or prcmi8es of r eward. 

(e i gned) Axel RODENBURG 
25 Feb 1?46 

Sworn to and s ubscr i bed 
before me this 25th day 
of February 1946 et 
SCHW1BISCH HALL, GER . 

(signed ) Ropbael SHUMACXIfl 
Capt CKP 
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• 
SICl:rOH DRI.Wt, JJ'f .uJl1. ROllli:NBUIIO, ~th J'li:B l.946 SHOIIIG 
l.OCilrrlf OJ' THK SHOOrINO Cllr 41dEJUCAN ffiISON!M OJ' W4R 
IN I.I. 01.EIZE. 

1. My tank. 

2. Laundry, eituated separately-• 

.3. Window.. 

4. Door. 

5. Stairoal'Je lee.ding into the oellar. 

6. Farmer•e bou.ee. 

7. Attached shed. 

8. 9, 10. Prisonars ae they were when I first eaw than. 

ll. German guard. 

12 . House entra.noa. 

(S i sned) AXel ROD1'NBIIRG 
GS J'eb, ll94o 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

I, ~ l ter A. Bart 11 u ig nttl lu W• r Crimea Brandi, Uniletl S111 1e1 Ar,n y, 

APO 633, ,u 1111 i111 e q 1rc l e r, lu, viu; been ,luly , ,..orn, (le110~" aml 8!11t e 111111 the 111111d1 e,I E11gli~l1 tra ,u lation it 

1 lrne 111ul 11 c:cura1 e nmtlc ring of the Ge rman o r iginal o f 1h r 11111 e 11w 11t uf 

Rudolf SCl!II.AMBl>CH 

t11k e no11 11 Al'RlL 1946 

1,dore WILLIAM R HlRl.. let Lt. M.l. 

cuo8h l ~ 5~into EnglM1. 
1 

I, 1he de pone nt , furllrnr atate tl1at I 1pe11k Ge rman an ti E11glid1 fh, cully 11 11d 11 111 ful l)· ,1u11lifi,•d u 11 11 ex 1,1•r t 

Ge rm ~11-E 11gli1h inte rpreter 1,y reason of the fo llowing 111111ifica 1ion~: 

lo .. MUN to- I.a a.ra.. 

, . 1 u- 1n a1aa1 trw 193.5 .. 19'.l7 - 1a u. 111u.. s ..... 
17• 1,,7 to 1,i,.i,. 

II• Plrca llu-ob 191111 to 1'>..-r 1"5, J •""94 • u 1D_.ir-..,. 
wtta. •• ofl'lo• of •11 larJ' OoYeraaat • 

.S , 111- :, Doa-r 191>.S I IMo•• - uaicM4 to tlao WIil' Crl•• 
Dn.ftoh,U ~ . J'.I .T . • 11 ciYU.taa Ceraa,a... aaJ.iall 1n1erpnter

11 

Sworn uni rnh1cribetl to be fore me thi1 

111 Sd1wii l,iedi Hall , G.:rnn ny. 



• 
I , rtuuolf ..CH,,M.l.b.i.CH , 3..:> Unt ;:ir..,c ...LJrfuehrer , afte:r bein duly 

.::.,1orn 1 mak tho fol l owin.:, atatemen-i:s under oath , 

In DeCt.'tl.b.,r 19...4 at t .e time ot tnc JU1'.tl. offeusiv I I was u 
r.. ..eber of th 1st rbtoon (K11K) ('1' . N.1 gun::, mounted on tru~) -.,f 
the 12th Com,,-eny , ~rd (.il.r .ored)Buttel ion , 2nd Hlru.cr ur~nad i er 
Reg iment ·~..fl . 

l.t;" platoon l eader was Oberschtirfu h1·er l:FAL ~ . )tr CCJJU)Boy 
can. 1andor naa Haur tschurfuehr(ll' J ochen TliI.1!1..1 , I was a lJUll cannonder 
0.1. a K. ,~ .K• .:iI,1 . La te in thci evening of 15 Doce1ber 1944 , I cannot 
recall the « act timo , Hauptschcr fuuhrttt' THI1.l.b: tis ssnblcd the company 
and ,;avo a st:ort s1·eech , I do not r ememb i>r any more everything he 
talln::d about , but I rtimemher t•,at h " said that in t11c offensive ,1·hich 
was to b-a~in the next day , w, .:Jhould shoot down everything . Tht.1.t we 
shell ruthlesaly proceeld unchr ul l oircUCll9hnces and that no prioon ... rs 
of war will bt to.ke:n . I now kn c1, fran the speeo 1 of Hauptsch...rfuelr er 
r uI~ that I could shoo1; down rrisonero of war without h'-'vinJ to f1.u1: 
punishment from my .suµhl'ior officurf'. 

I n the.; l::t.r't ...rn.on of th-=i 22 Deca•b-r l :,1 4'-;. . I Uo not recall the 
ex _.i.:t ti.mo any more , m.:, .:,, l atoon ),.ls at lJ. Gl...i..I....:., Woil~ I was ut 
L.~ JL.o...I,.J.:, I a.1ot 3Il .it.hlt:irican ~ :aoner of war . I havo 1re,.:,e.red a 
sketch Wi llC !:ii1owa the ·act a,,ot where I was sta.ndin , and where 
tn11 AZnttrioan ,rivcnors cf war ..o::::e ffiean this shootin took place . 
rhio ekotc:.1 I h.'.lve attllcht:d to my atatwnont . AD shown on my aketcb. . 
I a LooO. in front of tb.e door of' a house as ind i cated on my sketch 
as numbt.r J ond on th1.. ri£11t of me fltood ...tusranrmn Gu1..nthc.r 11,CI.;io , 

alao from my iJlatoor. , and on the 1,,rt of m , n1,..ur thj" wind.av, of the 
house , was former ttottenf'u..:ihr r , (now Untcracharfuohrcr) Axe l 
RODhl-llilJHG , ulso from nt· p l utoon . 

lJirect l y on the otht-r aide of the street , as show n on my aketcr'l , 
.3 American p..· i s onurs of war (numb~i·ed 1 , 2 and 3 ) came f r om behind and 
betweon the 2 houoea and walked a longsid e the h'JU.Se to-mrds the door . 
I lcnuw that those weri, r icons bec,3.use the:: wore Americ1:1n uniforms . 
T toy Jid not carry arms and I Uo not re:m!lllbor c.ny more if at thot time 

hc:y had fold.ad thoir hands behind thei r neckaor ovi..r the ir helmets . 
.But I d.o remember that u~ t h at time th y wore _i)risoners of war b6cauae 
th oy had their hsnis raised ard wore unarmed . I he:irJ. some abouts 
11 1
.a.u:;:i th •..m off . 11 ..i.t once I brou.Jbt my machine J;iatol into firing roai

tion , a i med at the prison.Jr w.~o i'l ir.a icatod on my al~etoh by numb,r 2 , 
d deliversd one or too bursts of firtJ , t the same time l noticed 

that ulao ~tUJ.~.mann WEIS3 , who rroa stondins on my right , delivered coo 
or two b ursts of fire wit•, hi;.:ir.nchina yistol et tile .,. riao rs . '.L'hough 
I do not lmow at which _..,:iscner he snot . 

u otti;.nfu o.U"i..r RODEN!:roHO , who ,ns t t !:le window of tho ::ousa , snot 
with hi s r is tol. I do not rernemt r ony .ore how nuny shots H®ENBtIH..,; 
fired , I sew t:11;,1 bull -.,ta of my maoOine .istol ...1.it th e cri.can ..it WhO!il 

I hu:l aimad , into ta-, houcl ttn<l into th o., ea t , I saw the .Anericc1n tthom 
l 'tad hit and al so the prisonor of wur ind ic ated by n umber l 1-1 lunge to 
~ho ;;round . .L'i, L -rioan t:t'ieoner of ~a.r incticatod on my sketch with 
numbeL' j ron in~o tho hou11u , und 1 do not lcnow .,)1, i. h.......,. 1..nEiu 11.1. th lU.m 
any further . I di d not wol k vvor to l'!JCaminta the pris onor ·whom I bnd 
shot , oD I took it for f;r"antod that h11 t.Us deed . .Uut I _peasod him 
within 2 to .3 meters and in tho manner in which "'wao l yi ng , I took i t 
for ;rantod tbat he .•ao dead . Tutt 11·1soner of war indicated on m:; 
Jk.Jt ch ,,ith number l a l so v:as l y ina iti such o _position on th..:, ,:;rou.n.1 
t,1a": I .,.1so took 1 t for grentod ttw.t hu was doa,d . 

- l -
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While we uere shooting clt th.it 1.r 1.. on rs 01 war in tbe m:uuer 

I hev juot d&acrib&d , I saw thv Gvrman ~uord t urn around the 
corn..:r of th ~ house . I estimat• thut he was about 8 m.1ti,rs boi1ind 
t.M, 1risonor of war . Hbon westarted with t he s 'loot ing I did not see 
tru:t ,uard . I eatimat tt thJ di.at nee bJtween tue r,laoe wbtil'e I was 
s tanding and t n. _.1£:c~ whE:ro tho r1aoncira of war \tcre nt thti t14le I1

s ho t ut o.buut 1.2 m. 

I r..uk~ t,ds statement , consistit~ r::J: 5 pa:;oo arxl ono sketch 
volunturily without co(.rc ion , thru<Jts, or pr omise of r eward . I 
swear beioro UOd. t aut the ste t onts in th i s de_position oru true . 

/s/ RuUolf dCHii &.CH 
dS Unt ...1:aoharfuahrer 
11 "-. ril 1946 

,11 tn013sed 1 

Raµhael SHUL!i~ 
Capt C 

=~:~~n!~ :~i ~~b:;~t~0 i~~6 ::r~~:wt1::~e 
Hall , Germany 

(aignOOJ William R . .f'l!Rl. 
l et Lt . 11. I. 0-555149 
Invcat19).tor ~l!Xwninor 
W.C . E . U3F.!:!l' 
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l , __]3.udaJ.f.. .._.,5_~.h.kl..!\.HJ.'!.8 .t;..t.________ , b, lng /frat d•ly 
aworn, make tht f ollowlnt statement andtr oath : 
Ith 8rtola/t \cluMO' Whr1, b ----- -~ 11athdem ldr er, , redlt-
mllJJl1 elngJ;sdlworen ward,, mudle die / ol1tnde A a11a1e an/er Eld 

The above two phptngraphs are photo1roph• of the ••me 'i?olf<N l wt:b8€fl ...L:i..J!Jil.. 
.QJ1.d.1UY...B .u .B,¥----..._me nt fJ ed by me In my o// ldn ll, daled __.1rAedL -r f .!Ua__,. 

~ 
Die ob/gen zwel PhOto rt1ph len &Ind PhOi o1raphlen deu tlbl1u.ilo1.Len:j.JfutL---
.At.e.L/la~(-------·· von mlr in meiner eldeu falllldl en Aaua1e 1enonnt, _ 
dallert .d.1.Asiill__:tli'/ _ · 

_i!:_{,.JJ_~ 
Firs t ·; -:t;, (Vorname) La,t Name (Zunomd 

____ _j)__l/niw .JuuJ.i2b.r.rr___ _ 
Ralfk (Dlcn.t1rad) 

l.2 ~/4-_j,.J.&_&._kra1J lool if/dll 
Organilallon durtr{J El/ t.l~

£/nht lt wlihrend dea £1/d-Elnsafzu 

http:i!:_{,.JJ
http:5_~.h.kl
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!W.Dc\JAHJIRS 
7'108 VU Cl I QS OROUP 

SUl,On.ur COIC ill> 
APO 40? 

83 April 1948 

.,UBJi.CTr 'f'ran••lttal or t roHcuUon blia 

TO t Jude• J.dYocah, •uropeaa eo-a.nd, APO 767, US ~ 
AH n tosr Col. IDSKI 

orwa rded herewUh are \ wo pho\H\a t cop lH of four 
TOlWIIH of p roHouUoa. n hl'bU• t •o•. 96-99B, 101-lO?J: , 
108-llSB aad 119- l ~ts) 1n. th• MALM .:.Ul Oa••. ( Cu e •o . &- 2•) 

10ft T I D'IPUT? J UDO"' ADYOCA'P l'O!J WU Oli.lMi.8 I 

JOn.>H • CllOCbT? 
ltaJor. uur

8 Inab·1 Chief, Reoor4a Cuater
2 Pho t o,, ,, , copl•• of 
4 Toluae• ( C •• llo, 8-34) 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

eore;e Miller ,.,;, ,, .,, ,,, w., c,;,,,~. """"'· u,,;, . ,1 5,.,., ,,..,,., 

APO 6:13, u a n i11lrr11rc ler, ha,· iug heer1 dul y sworn, d r.1,uar 11ml stu lr th at the 11 tt 11 f'lu-d En !l: li ~I, 1ra 11 ~111 tion it 

11 true a nti aef' urate renderi ng of t l,e Ger man original u f i ii ,· 1111 1t•m e11 1 uf 

00nther ~EIS 

l 11ke 11 n 11 l> April 1946 

hefore Raphael Shumaaker, Capt ., CMP 

roruilli 11g o f 11agea, into E11gli8',. 

I, t/u: 1/cpo11e11t , fu r liicr s t ate t l, a t I spe11 k Gerrua u au (I E 11g lid1 011 i:11tl y 11 11,I u11 fu lly 'l'' lllifie, I iu 11 11 Cl'l,rrl 

Gt: r m u ,-E11glis l1 i11 te q 1re ter liy reuo 11 o f tin: fo ll owins 1111alifiea 1iu11,: 

l. oerman ,111 •Y native ton3ue. 

2. J apent the r1ret twenty 1•r• ot my life 1n Germany and 
went to •l•entary and aeoond&ry eohool there. 

:,. r OAJH to the Un ited st.atH 1n 1928. 

4 . 1 had: two year• ot Engl1ah in aecont1ary aohool in 0enaan7. 
My other knowledge or gn~l tah ha• been derive' from atudy by ayaelr. 

5 . r ha·ve been married tor the pa.at atx yMre to a "3r1t1ah 
au.bJeot and speak i::ngl1ah oout1nually a t home . My w1 t e does not 
epeak German . 

6. l have been 1n the United otni.1 Army tor the past 2-1/2 
y•r• . hav i ng een d1aohar ged 1n Novet1ber 1945 and oove boen •ployed 
bJ the war Department ae a Jennan- E:n l l ah 1nt.arpreter a1no• January
1946. 

oeofur~~ 
S..·orn auil 1111 ll8criLe J to l, t'fo re me 11,i~ ,;2.,::Z ..,....{_d i)' of ~ r/&UJ.7 r 

1 1 Sfhwii hh ,-h Hi ll. Gcrru 1ny. 

/d~ 
~ . CMt=' 



• • 
I. St1.ll'lllltann c'u.nther UIS, bdng duly sworn ir.ake the tollow

ns: atateJDl!lnt under oatht 

In December 1944, at th e time ot the EIFEL ottenaive , I wae 
a member ot the 2nd pl atoon , 12th cCIID,Paey, III battalion, 2nd SS 
Flo Grenadier Regiment , ISSAH . 

I waa sun oo&llllll.Dder ot a IOrX-SIW {ult pro:pellad guns Trana 
note) • 

1,t platoon lead1tr wae Oberecharfuehrer P!'ALZER, ~ coq,any 
coamander ne Hauptschartu.ehrer Joachim THDLE. 

On 22 December 1944 , Drf platoon as in LA OIEIZE , In the 
afternoon •• recehed llea.1y artillery tire and between J to 4 o'clock 
in the .attemoan I ebot at an American priaoner ot war , I have prepared 
a aketcb and attached it; hereto, It ehowa the apot where I stood end 
where tbe Al:rerican priaonere ot -.r -.lked when the ebooting took 
p lace. l stood at the spot indicated by nWDber4 on 1113 sketch and Ober .. 
aiohartuehrer VOOT, OOAWaDY tro opleadsr, stood at the apot i ndicated 
by number 5 , At the o ther side of the street I noticed three J..marican 
prisoners ot w.r who came arcu,,d the corner ot the bou.ee. I knew tbey 
were ~icana becau.ae they w:> re A.merican uniforms 1 •• tr ae I could 
aee they carried no weapons , and a s I recall now.they bad their ballda 
e1 ther onr their helmeta or behind t heir bead• , They "alked tut 
and I could aee that they •re prisoners ot war on acc0UD.t of the 
manner they held their htmde and on account of the fact that they carried 
no weapon.a. Se1'eral Toicee ehouted • Here they ooce, bu.DIP them ott • . 

!r::~:::t0 ;i.:c;n:rc!~1! ~;t:~~;n; ~:s!;i:e::.¥~:r:~ ~::r!:9rican 

wi t h J1Q" M.Pi which oonaiated of 6 t o 7 abota. I knew that I bU th• 
prisaier with the bun t of -r M. Pi because be etagpred forward exactly 
aa a -.n. does who 1s shot at. I cannot aay where I bit him. 'lb• 
prieaier atwabled to~rd when I ahot at him. I didn't eee him alUllll' 
to the ground becauae at tbia .mOD!lnt there wu M,G,fire to my left 
and I concentrated my entire atten tion i n t bia direction, I alao didn' t 
sea what happened to the o ther ho .American pr1eaiera ot war. X..ter, 
when I bad a chance t o look 'Ila.ck again, I saw a lot of German eoldiera 
who walked around at tbia place and I saw none ot the .American pr1aoners 
ot war lyins at the~ place where -Chey- nrtt when I ebot at one ot them, I 
recal l that other Ge.nran aolcUera abet at the American :prieaiere ot •r 
at th• Uu I abot at th~ Ala1•ican priaoner ot ftl" , bu.t I now don't 
recall a~ mere who those aoldiere were or where they etood. The cmly 
one whOlll I recall with certainty h O,benchar:tuebrer V<:JYr who at;ood 
nearby a e I 4Hcribed before, but bti didn't ahoot. It 11 :possible.bu.t 
I am not sure that be ,..s ODe of tbem who abouted •Hare they 001111i1,b\llll'l 
them otf•. I dOll' t raoall it tllcba.Jlulolf SCHWJJiBiCH er Rttt .Dal 
ROIENDtmG •"Coed nearby a.nd alao abot st tba priecman ot ar, but it 18 
poaaible "Chat they shot. To-day I don't recall too olear any DON t he 
exact i ncidentl ot tbb shooting as I ban described it becauae I •a 
serioualy "C>unded at Cbriatmas time and •• then taken prisoner, 

I .. tilata the diateno• at about 8 •te1·• between the t•o •])Ota 
where I atoad when I a bot at tbe priaonen and the a po t where the prieon.. 
ere ot ai· -.lktid. 

I make this statenx:,nt coneistiLg ot three pagee and one aketcb 
n,lu.ntarily w1 tbout torce • ihreate or prcmiaee of r eward . 

c:i.nther 11EIS 
12 April 19/16 

Sworn to and aubecribed bltfON 
me tbia l2tb day of .April 19~6 at 
Sob•biacb Hall. Ger. 

RU'tiilLSHU1&CXBR 
a.t.n CMl' 

http:becau.ae
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TRANSLlTI<Ji TO LEGEND ON 

SJai:'OCH DRUN BY Stra.O:nther UlS 

datod 12 AJ)ril 1946 , 

SI<E'n:H Oll' IA GLEIZE which abowts the spot whertt I shot 

an .A.mtrican prisoner ot war. 

1, 2, 3, American priaonera ot war 

4 Place where I atocd 

5 Pbce where Oberecbt. V<X11' a tood, 
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• • 

TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT I 
Walter A. Hart 

11 u ignPd to Wa r Cri 111 c1 Uraud1, Uni te,! S1111·1 Arm ) , 

APO 63:l, 11 8 a n i11tPq1rcter , h11v i11 g heen d ul y sworn , ,le1m s,• nut! llat,• 1h111 11,,. 11 tt 11 d11,c l E ug li~l1 trar11latio 11 i1 

1 lruc a m ! accurat e r,•n,1,· ring or t he Germa n ori 111i 1111I or 1lw ll nl e m,•11 1 or 
Werner KUEHN 

30 March 1946t ak cnon a l Sd, .,, jj l,i1d1 ll 111 , Cermnll )', 

RAPHAEL SHUMACKER, Capta1n, CMPhe forc 

I, lhe tl e po 11e11t , furt he r s l a te 1ha1 I 11,e11 k Germa n a m l E 11 11 li~h flu e nlly 11 11 11 a m (ull y 1pu1lifi etl ,u 11 11 e iq... rt 

Ger111 11 11 -E11glitl, i11lc r11 r e 1c r hy rcuou or the fo llnwi ns 1111a lifica l io111: 

l. My nat1va tongue 1• German. 

2. I atud1ed Engl1eh tor aevaa yNra in aohool in Berlin,
G• niany. 

State;· tr~lf9;; !~ ~~nd troa 1935 to 19:,7 and in the united 

4. From Marah 1944 to Nov•ber 1945, I eerved ae an interpreter 
with t he ott1oe of 111litary Government, 

5. Since 3 Deo..bar 1945 I have been &Hif:!lled to the War 
Crimea Bra.noh, u. s .F.B;.T. aa a c1v111an Oerman•i:11gl1ah 1nter;,reter. 

I 
Swo rn 11 1111 ~ul1Bcri liml to l,cfu rc me tliia .J, ~lay or 

Ml Sri1wii l,isli1 lb ll, Grrru ..,y. 



• • 
I , S:i Fntersttu·l"f'uchrer Worn r 71IP.H:r, b&, :..nb beJn duly sv;orn 

.,,eke the following atuLcL.Lnt ur,d r c&.th : 

1Jurin0 the EIEZ.. Cti 'll:,aie,n ir, Dlcvc.bfr 1%4 , I was attc:.c.!-:eU as 
a plc toon leader to the 3rd .t-l!l toon , ljtb SE: .r'!tnzer rlon£er Coopany , 
ln t iS r:irzer Regioent , •.LSSA.f1•. uy Comr>E"r y Con.and<Jr ..as tbt- C::

Ober.1 turr..fuehr<Jr Erich RI.II i-'F, 

il1en 1 Yras in the I.II. GJ..:SIZE pocket j n :Jeccmtor l 1J44 , I via.a 
rc.>11roF1ch~d by :ro, Conp'!lny Co,r.J'llP..ndc r , SS Obc r i,tu-rruehrn RUP.PF tb:,,t 
l was aoft I have :Jt'>o\m a hurr.cnti o.prroe.r.!h to rey own peopl e and thE> 
e:iomy a nd hav~ not fouLht, hard c.>nough ai:cordine to ,S t::-cd1tion , and 

that I did not, conduct n~elf as an S1 le~dcr . 

A."ter vrn cane out of the LA OLEI~ pockot , ,,.,. rry::ited for a 
few daJG at F.Ol'E , Frut there \"'O S'Jt. tre.nsforrt.d ir to the .3/ISTCX.ME 
sector , In t::ie aftornoon hours of the 3Cth Dl:icembc:r J%4 , I ru:.cht..d 
Y/1 tn r:y Sondcrgruppe I follov.<:1d by tlie 9th }bm:.er Hom.er Cofl'.(,any , the 
village of LUTREiANGE . I prepured e sketch and uttached i t tc this 
state:r.ent • Io the nieb t ti~ of tl:e sa!M duy I rece iveJ. either from 
c. a t.o.ff o" fi cer of the. bat talion or from rcy Company COII.l:".ander I SS 
Oborc turir.fuchre r RUltPF - I do r,ot k1,o ,-: an:, more who it was - the order 
to removf! witi. rr;y Soudergruppe the minef i e l<i et r_uTJE OX: as indicated 
with figure (1) on my ~ketch attec l:etl horeto . On ac count of enerr;y 
action ,I arr ived w1..th my Sond1,;:-gruppe at poeition (1) on rcy sketch 
in the mo::-ning hours of the J lst Decoiriber 1941i . /,fter execution of :ny 
order I occupied with my Sondergruppe the house u:arkeJ wi tt"I Nun:ber (2) 
on I7G' sketch , to wait there for rurther orders . I occupi ed the hcU9e 
marked number (2) on :zy sketch around noon tiroo on t he 31st December 
1944 . \':hen I entel"\!ci tho house just mentioned , ther e were about 4 to 5 
Be l g ian male civilians , about 3 "omen , end 2 infants assomblc: d in th e 

livine room . For security rt1es om and to have bi llets f01· ey iren at 
t he sau:e tirno , I wanted to get tho civilians out of the house . The 
civilians bee03d :..e to be all07£ii to r erruin in the hou.ue , a =, it \ie.8 
thtiir house , Thereupon , I asked Y1ho did not bolons to the house , whor c 
u pon the civi lians poin t ed to a youn17: man or nbout 25 .. J v years of age . 
Thi s men v;ore a yellov: scerf and a t once erounoerl t he su~picion in mo 
of boinc a spy or partioan . Shortly after , J till othat' Ger:tan solC.iers 
cal/D 1.nto the 1·oom. In the room there Vitire an .SS Heuptsturmf'uebrer , 
a Hau ptscl,etfuehre?' , end oome soldi11rs '4houti nen.ee or unit I do not 
know . I em eure , ho,,ever , t hat S.S tJntPt r uturmt uoh.rer KAUFI.~.n-r o~ the 
Sond.irgruppe ""8.S pr£scnt . After the arrival o f i;y cc1:rade ::; , I loudly 
end distinctly Ill3de the rerre.rk , point:lns to the rr.en erousine sus p:l cior 
~This is ce rtainly & opy or a pw.•tiaen" . Abo!l t en hour l eter , n Geraar 
sol dicr come into the room end said •Bcl~ien civilieno era standing 
outaido nho ere to bo shot l " . One of the of f icers or men I do not 
kno,, his name , as ked where this \'iB.S aoing to be,ppen , ond the sns.,,er 
vies 1 Tbere , somov1here bdlow in the brook bed• . Beroro the mentioned 
incident took p lect1 , Id emandPO frcm t his civil ian who wore the yellow 
scarf , that he s hould bring n bucke t of l.eter , He aid not r eiCt in 
any way to my deIJllm.l ,which I sti ll r epeuted t'nicc , eml I'eICained s ittine: 
in un ind:! fferent attitude . After it we.is kncmn to all Gerrr.an soldi t1re 
present in the room , t t-.& t Bele,io.n civilians v:ere to ho shot outside , ! 
made the r emark in the roo10 a.loud •Th i s :r.on with the yellow scarf shoul d 
r eally a lso be sho t • . Though I did not tive th ia order t o any of the 
soldiers prct1en t personf:l.lly , th" Be!giari ci vj liao , t1ho wore the y£illow 
oco.rf , we& led outside by a Germen sol dior , who had h'Jbrd my r e:nerk . 
• Thi s men with the ye llow eta rf should really uleo be s~1ot ,. • Tho uomo 
tiJlle the civi lian weo l od out of the house oy a Geriran aolditol' , I went 
into th.1 kitcl:en und saw bo t h leavine ti.e house . The furthe1· fate of 

-1-

http:Gerrr.an
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• 
the Bolgian c.iviliao \1ho ,.on the yellow Jcarf ia u::tkoown to CJt:, • 

I !!'.ako t,;fa stote:.~nt -..onsietin£ of /J. }:ti~e.::. and one sketc h 
volunta rily ot my o.m initiatiYe , wiUout coercion , threats or 

proi:rises of r<a,ord • 

(oicnoci) iler ne r ¥.m.HN 
SS Unter s turmfuehrer 
30 !.a rch 191.6 , 

Sv10J ll to arrl subs cr:i hd befo.:·e 100 thie 
JCt'.l day of lb.rch 1946 J. t Schwabis ch Hall, 

Gor , 

FJ...PW:L SHUl..,V;}~ 
Capt . Cl,'l>, 

- 2 -



TRANSUTIOII TO LEGSi -Il OF SRE'I'CH DRl\'lN BY 

S3 Unter~ turnituchrer r.err.er :!'1IBHN 

JO I.arch 1346. 

(l J Ml ncfiold in front of road curve . 

(2) ?;y cooca.-.::1 poot . 

,.,ald • e f ores t . 

http:r.err.er
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

aoig nr tl I n Wu Crimet Bra ud, , Unile ,I Sta lel Ar m), 

A l'O 633, 111 11 11 i11 t.-rprcter, h aving been tlul y aworn, ,lr 1um· 111ul 1101,· tl rnt 1h,· 11t111d,~d Englid1 l n u • la l iou i.~ 
11 t rue am l accu ra te r end ering o r t l,e Ge rlll a n ori 11 i11 a l o r 1he ah t e ml'l1I or 

OTTO WICHl'ANN 

t ak c11 o n 28 Decernbo r 19 45 
a t Sd1 ,.·ii hi1d1 ll n ll . Gt. rn111 n y, 

hdo rc Wil..,I., IAM R , PERL, le t Lt, 1 M,I , 
,,.,,J 2. 3 ~l'1c hu 

ro 11aia1in 11 or 16 11agea~into E nglish . l
I, th e tle po1um 1, fu r ll1cr ela t e l ha l I apea k Ge rm an nntl Eng li~ I, Ouc n l ly 11 1111 am full ) 1111 11 1if1'·,I u 1111 c1< 1><>r l 

Gcrm 11 11-E11glieh i11t r q 1r et cr l, y r eason of Ill e foll owi11g 11u11lil1'•11 1io na: 

1 . st1ve ton~ue 1a Ge rman . 
2 . .( hove ai..;oken Lne-11sh f"or twenty years . 
:, .. I atudie;i e.ne-11ah for five yeera ln rsohool in vz ...~-r:A , uatrla. 
4. r llvod ln •,nFland rNm 1030-31 an~ 1n 1938 . 
5 . r 111111d ln the Unlted J tatee ""rom ...;e, tember of 1940 unt.11 

left the iJn lt.a:!I. .3tetea wlth the A."'.ortoRn r my 1.n July ot 1944 . 
6 . J. rom Ft1bruary 1943 to July 191._4 I wae an i nstructor tn the 

I.PW ..leot. t on of the Vlllt.sry Intel ligence 1ralnlnP' Centtir , C11 .._ Htchle , 
aryland , and after coml n overseas 1 hove conttnued to serve ea an 

i n te rroc;a t.or or 1, rtoonera a rid auapec to, in e capao 1ty wh l oh al._, ya 
i nvulved t r o.nalati>Jn fro m Germen t.o l:.nglloh ou j v lce va·raa • 

.~; f)l~ <l<. CI'0. 
'HI.LIA 'I q , P~'l!. , 0- 555149 

Sworn 1ml 111l11cril11iJ to Indore 111c tlii ij /.7~,, .rlot L:.:..;...:~ /'f'"--" 
11 1 Sd1wiihh rt1 Ha ll. Cc r 111a ny. 



I OITO WICHMANN S9Unteracharfuehrer, Nke the following 
atat~ent trutht'ull y 'and write it down 1D rrr,- own handwriting. 

I was born on March 18th 1920 i n ESCHENR.ALDE HRELS ORl'EnSBUHO. 
I am a but c her by traue bu-; I enter ed the SS volunt arily a lready 
i n 19.38. 

I aa.mi t having s hot and killed a n Ameri.can prisoner m war 
duri~ tba EIFEL- OFFcll:>IVE in the l aa t ho days of the year 1944 
or the first r our daya of the year 1945 . I did that under orders 
01· Sturm.bannfuebrer DR . ::I ICK.liL and Btandartentuebrer PEIP.1!.ri . 

I am ·J.'ool-Weapona ser geant of the IR. Company ot the la t S.9 
Panzer Hcgiment of which I was a member s ince its inauguration 
in 1942. 

At the turn of the years 1944 -19~ -- I ca n' 't f ix the date more 
exactly than I did soove -- I waa bu.a y clea ni~ a co• stabl e near 
the Cbateau P&rr-THI ]&Sin order to a rrange living qua rter s . The 
s i;;aol e was about J OO meters away fran t he castle . I don' t know any 
more whei· e t ne village Pli.TJ.T-il'HIERS was situated . Near me in the 
s t a ol e stood f our comrades ,but I r ecall only the name or one of them, 
Sturmmann E.l~'ALT, whos e f irs1; name I do oot know. filNFJilll' waa 
wounded one or two weeks after the inoiden t deacribed herein, and I 
never beard of him any more . 

One morning , it must have been about t en or el even o ' clock, I 
s aw , as I l ook6d through the op en door of t he a t a ol e , an American 
soldier staggering r e 'thex· than wa lki ng out of the wood . 

I wal ked t owards him and aiy comrades shouted at mu •otto , tak e 
the pistol with you.• I replied1 •This one doesn 't do anybody any 
more harm. • I meant t o say t hat t he American wee too ewl8.usted. to
be dangerous. 

The American had an Amerioan steel helmet on and an American 
f ield jacket , which was of the zipper type1 below his field jacket 
he had one of the heavy .America n woolen mufflers , and he wore the 
brownish trou..sers of thu r egular American 4rm,y uniform. I couldn't 
see what kina of shoes he ·"ore ae he had rage wrapped around hie 
f eet. He was unarmed and had obviously left the wood in cr der to 
aurrenaer . He had hi s hand.a ra i sed above his head. 

The Ameri can waa too weak t o walk. EINFALT and I took him unaer 
the shoulders am thus supporting h1lD from both sidee, we led him to
the regimental CP. 

On the way to t he CP we met somemcbers of the Wehrmacht . 'fhe.a. 
they aMW t he exhausted Ame.dean they Seid that this 1e prooably t h e 
man •ho bad sho t one o.t' their men t he preceding day. These members 
or the Wehrmacht said that t hey bad cap turtld a:>me .American soldier the 
day berore . However, one bad not been captured bu t had escaped i n 
t he •ood, he did not surrender, but on t he contrary, shot one of their 
comrades . These members of the Wetuinacht a.tao mentioned the name and 
said the man whom t hey did not cap ture had had euch a name , . a 

0similar or.ie. They did not aak the American whom I was leadin g for 
h is name but sane said t ha t hie figure W"aS S i milar to the one ·•bo had 
eecoped. and that I aholUdhand over the priaon itr to them , as theywanted to •boot him. 
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Tbe reg imentLl CP was located io the castle wnicb was called 
the Castle 01 PHl.'IT-THD=RS , or at l east , that ' s what we called it. 

l!'irat I bad Stu.rmmaWl EINFA.Ul' waiting with the prisoner in tront 
or t he Kcmnandeur 1 s door . Then I knocked at the door . As the orders 
demand I I ope ned the doa:· only very slightly and requested t o be ad
mitted . A voi ce said tha t I could ente1· 1 but: I cannot reoell 1fboee 
voi ce it. was . 

I s tepped oefore the Kcmnandeur and r eported t o him that I had a 
pr1aone.1 of war . J.t the a iune time I sa i d that I had captured him 
near the stable and t hai:: he had ocmo out of t he wood. t here wit h his 
band.a 1:aised . The Kooma ndour tol d me at t h at, •Bri ng him i n.• 

I t I speak of •Koama.naeur• I mean , of cour8e , the Regimen t al 
Ccmnande1· 1 St a ndartenfue hrer PEIPER . WheneTer we spoke of 
•Kcmnan:leur• 1 Standa.l'tenfuehrer PEIP.!!R was meant by it . 

I then brou t91, t the prisoner into the room of the Kamna.ndeur . 
bad Stwmnenn E.I.NFALT wsi t outs i de • 

..lfter I led the American i n I repor ted to Standartenfuehrer 
PEIPER t he r ema r ks of the mmi.ber s of the Webrmacht. I em a bsolutely 
oertain that I did not mention the supposed name of this Ameri can 
who d id not let himself be captured by the Wehrmacht . 

T!le room was appr oximately 5 steps l ong and j s t eps wide . I 
mys elf hav e made a s ketch of t his room and em attaching it t o this 
s ta tanent . On t his s ketch , number l means the pos i tion of S t a ndart
enfuehrer EIPBt , who was aic:ting on a chair in fron t of t he tab.L e, 
He s a t a t firs t with his baok towards the door but he then moved bis 
chairJ to the side in suoh a manner that he had t he American di e,gonal
l y to hie le.ft a nd he faced Stu.rmbanntuebrer SlUKEL , who WH ai tting 
on t he corner of the couch oppo3i te him. Thia way Sturmbannfuehrer 
S! CKU. and .::>tandartentuehrer .PEIPE}I s at f acing each other . The 
prisoner e t ooa mor e or less between thfl two named officer s (StonQarton
f'uehrer PEIPER and .;1turmbanntuehrer SI CKF.I.) but i n e uoh a manner tb.s t 
he did not impair their Ti aion of each other . 

The r oom was not large and thus the pr i soner stood w1tb.in r eaohin!! 
dietance or bot h tit anda1: tentuehrer PEIP.IB and Sturmbannfuehrer SICKl!.L 
and me . 

The moment I had finished my report t o Standar t enfuehrer PE.l.PIB 
about the remarks of tbe members of t h e 'fehrmacht , a Sturmbanntuehrer 
11:loae name I did not know , remrarked 1 •If he bwuped off on e of ow : 
men he too must die.• 

I cannot r emombe.r having seen t his Sturmbannfuehrer bofQre. I 
was unaei· ·the impression t hat he was a gues 1: who na pres ent jus t 
by coinc idence . .uur ing the whole scene described herein , th e 
officers had coffee before them. 

A.ft e.1· this ranark or the one Sturmbenntuehrer who was not known 
to me, Stondartentuehrer P~ lwho a t this time was st ill an 
Ooers turmoaD.nfuehrer i!,&Ve some order to t he pr isoner in Eng.Lish . 

As t he result ot t his , tbs pris oner t ried to open bis s hirt 
pocket but he could not do s o 88 bis fingers were f rozen . At t hat 
I opeued t he left s hirt pocket or the .Amer ican a lld. handod the 
cont ents t o s tand1:1.r t entuehrer PEI cl< . 

At this occasion I r emembered r rightfullt t hat I had never 
s earched t ne priaoner for weaponu and whil e S tandartenfuehrer 
?.i=.IP!R was l ooking ot the con t ents of' the shirt pocket , I fe.Lt him, 
looking t o .see !.! he had aD.Y weapons. I found no weapon wha t ner 1 

uor any other auspicious thing . 
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The cont.ents or the £m.erican•s shirt pocket consietad only of 
a dark brown pocketbook. 

Stanaartentuehrer PEIPER s canned through the pocketbook. Thie 
Sturmbannfuehrar who was not known to ma, remarkBd, •JOOREN , give 
it to me. • J'OCH.tN is t he rirst. name of the Karmandeur , but I be
lieve that. it ia written JOACHIM. 

At t hi:t t. Stanaa.1,tenfuehrer PEIPm baDied t he pocketbook to the 
one Stunnbannfuehrer who i s not known to me , and he bad not taken 
auything out of the pocketbook, not even temporarily. On th e other 
hand 

I 
I clearly saw how the one Stw.-inbannfuehrer who was unknown to 

me, took several items out of the pocketbook but I coulan 1 t see 
exactly whut they were. Then thiB Stunnbannfu ebrer unknown to ma , 
banded the pocketbook to ?Ill! and again I put it into the American ' s 
shirt pocket . 

Now Standartenfuehrer PUPtlt asked the prisoner one short 
quostion which the pr1.sone1· an~wered . At thia I saw bow the American 
was endeavoring t o l!,O into •attent.ionM as well as ha could. I t is 
~ossibl e that t his Sturmbannfuehrer who was not knownto me also put 
a. quest ion to the prisooe.1.·, I n any cas e , altogetbe.1.· not more than 
two , or at the most , three ques tions were asked of him and t his 
queat. i oning lasted at the most , 6to 7 seconds . I am certain that 
.-;,turmba.nnfuehrer SICKEL did not ask any questions . The American 
was hardly capable of speaking as he was too exhausted but I heard 
him pronounoin ..; wi t h a 'ii'eak faltering voice , thre e to f ive ver y 
faintly spoken words . 

Now Sturmbannfuehrer SI CKEL took the left band 01 the America n , 
who during this did no 't l eave the spot where he stood . He then took 
the ri ght hand 01 t he American , he f elt and looked at both hands 0.1. 
the Ame.dean and then he eaid1 •Frostbite ,3rd d agree.• 

A.tt er this , nobody said anything for one or two seconds. I can 
r ecall t he s ilence distinct l y , I interrup ted t he silence by asking , 
•Should I bring him UJ)?• By this I meant the aid station, which was 
located on t he next floor . 

At my quest ion there was aga in silence in th e room for one or 
two second.a -- h might have been three . I rsnemb":tr the sil ence 
distinctly . I t was quiet outside too . I remember it. so distinctly 
because I Jmnedia 'tely saw 1rom t b -, g leno ea excha n0Sd betwee n St11rm
bannfeuhrer SI CKlil. end Stancia;o tenfueb.r er Pi!J:Pl\.H what. was being de
cided here . 

Then after that. , S turmbannfuehrer SI Clul. mot ioned wi t h his t humb 
to me and. sa i d i n a sharp and loud voice, •vet t he swine ou t and bump 
him oft . • A.t t his time , Stant1artenfueb.rer PEIPm and Stunnbann
fuehrer SICKEI.. were seated opi,osite each otbe.c . Sturmbannfuehrer 
SI CKEL s a i d these last words i n s uch a loud voice that t hey could 
haTe been bu.rd eTen i n a room much larger t han t he one in whi ch we 
were at t h iB time . 

Standartantueb.rer PEIPER , who without any doubt bad beard this 
order of Stunr.bannfuebrer S I GK.El. , silently sat by and didn ' t camnant 
on t his order . 

Uter that I said to the American, • Cane on , comrad e,• and I 
led him out , 

In front of the house I met EINFAlll' again , who wae wait ing t her e 

-:;-
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for me. Be asked me what the Cottm.aIJier ordered aDd I answered, 
he ordered to bmp the priaoner ott. I still remember t ha,; I 
met Ooerschartuehrer Otto J:iWKffi , who was the Panzer Driver of 
the Kamlandeur, in front of the house . BillK.dt also asked me 
what the Kc:mnandeur bad ordered ana. I told him that the Kommandeur 
had ordered me to bUIDl) ·him off . I then went into the nearby chapel 
i n which aa fer as I can remember, the ccmmuni cation platoon was 
l aying and I borrowed a pietol . I t wae an 08 pistol which bad a 
caliber of 9 millimet ers. I JI\YS Olt D8de a s ketch ot the locality 
and am attacbints it to this. my etstement . On thie sketch. number 
l means the CP with the room of t he Kcmnandeur in t he l ett lower 

corner . 

Number 2 ie .he chapel in which I borrowed the piatol . 

Numbe.i: 3 i s the s t oole in which I was 110rk.ing when I noticed 
the .American. 

Numbar 4 is a sandy s l ope , steepl y l'Jloping towards the road . 

Number 5 is the spot where t he American soldier was shot. 

Numb or b is a so- called Sauna Bath , wh i ch i a a ateam bat.h and 
w:a icb was erec t ed tempo1.·a.L·ily by us. 

Numbe.1: 7 i s a wooden abed. 

I led the prisone:i.· alon~ t ae road accompanied by StlU'!IJllSD.D 
i:INFALT . A'b the r oad f ork indicaied on my sketch I took the right 
fork which leads uphill . 

Tb1:1 A..ue.i·ican could only wal k a .1 ew steps a1. a time ; then we baa. 
t o suppor t him 03 he could not cont inue . 

When we cmne nt.a.1· the s pot on the road which i n m;y sketch is 
mar ked numoer _:, , I turned to the right imo t ne wood. 

Up to this poi n1. we had been leading tne A.mer icnn. From t here 
o n I had h.im go to the woou i n f r om; ot ua. Howevet· , h e d i a. not 
1·eooh th1:1 wood, only UJ) to the eage of the wood approximately l;, to 
20 met eJ:a away f r om the road • 

I only went a r ew metera i m;o the fiel d ana t hen I s t opped 
and brougbt my weapon into pos i t i on and then I s hot tho .A.merican 
with two or three aho'lis . I am a good piet ol shot . Normally, I 
h ad to teat t he repa i r ed weapons a e I was t he weapona sergean t . 

Th1:1 Amer i can 1.u:med i ately t ell forward. At tha"li point I went t o 
him to s ee whether he was alreaa7 dN.d and t o make certain ot ite I 
•tabliehed that he •• already dead. He had two bulle t holes in 
the l ett upper hal t ot his back right below t he s houl der . The two 
s hot s • ere only approxi U1B.tely 3 to 4 oentimeh r a away f r om aac h 
other and 00th bad goD. e t hrough the heert. I didn ' t t a ke a nythi QS 
away from the cor pse. 'A1hil e we were goi ng to t he spot where the 
Amer i can waa shot I took t he pocketbook out of his ellirt pocket a od 
looked through it . A.t t his ti.me he had no coney wi th him, I cannot 
say whe ther t here was also money amongat t hose i tens wh i ch thia 
Sturmbannf'uehrer whi;i is unknown to me had t aken out of the pocket book. 

ifhen I was aearching the pocketbook I found in i t only s om e photo
grap ha. I r eaumber t hat on u of t hem s howed a little isol at ed house 
and ano t her one , an el derly woma.n . I then returned t his pocketbook 
to the stu.rt pocket or the A.me1.· ican . 

The nt111e of t he America.n is no t known to me , nor d id I know it 
at any t ime . 
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Aa I have here been asked whether tbe nane of the man wee 
SEll'.ERI' and whether I asked him whether t hia waa his name, I 
state t hat it is not ill'l)oasible that I asked him something similar 
before I brought him 'to the CP , maybe in case the members of the 
Rebrmacht mentioned au.ch o.i:· a similar name . However, I repeat that 
I c annot recall anything of thi s nature . 

I do not rem~ber t o have noticed any rank insignia on this 
American. He was small , approximately 1.65 m. He was very slim. 
I cannot eatimat e his a ge as his face w,u, completely drawn due to 
exhaustion . 

During the emire time the American did not try to escape nor did 
he try any resistance nor did he do anything e.Lse t hat would have 
justified the shootin _, . 

Afte.1.· the shooting I wan-r; int;o tho chapel and mturned the pistol. 
Then I returned to the steol e , where we all had our lunch. 

After l unch a messenger came with th8 order , 1 Dig the .Aliier icen 
in . • I cun recall t his express ion dis t inctly because where iJ.e.L"lllana 
are concerned , one speak.sot 1 buryi .~ . · 

Stunnbannfuebrer SICJCEL is the Megimental Ooctor of the lat SS 
Pan-zer Hegiment .LSSA.H and at t his time he was also the CO ot the HQ. 
Company of the lat Pan-zer .negiment l..SSA.H ea Obernurmi'uehrer ~AULE 
had been killod in action just p r eviously. 

Thia statement bas ceen written in my own handwriting and I haTe 
not been influenced eithei· by t hreats or promises . 

I am fully aware of the sanctity end t he importance of an oath . 

Thia statement consists of 16 handwritten pag~s a n:i it bas been 
reread to me oe1·ore I put my signa'ture on it . 

/•/ WICHIIANN , Cll'TO 
SS Un terachartu.ebrer 
28 December, 1'745 

Sworn t o and Subacribed oefore me 
t hie 28th day or December 194., a-r; 

~h•lbiacb Hall, Germa qy . 
WILL...., R . rffiL 0•)55149 
lat Lt . 11.r. 

I nvoa-r; i gator-.E:uminer 
Wai· Crimes Bra.ooh USF~ 

- ) -



LIDEND CF 'Ilill. lRA.W~ D.JiSIGNN> AND S.l.._..J,;ID 
BY arro NICHMlNN' $ ONl' lliSCHAtU'UEHR»t ON 
THE 28rH DAY 0)' DIDE>.i!lm , 1945 AND SiOnN TO 
ANl> SUBSCl1J.BED i.>Y Hil,f THE .:M\l4E DAY , DF.sCR.1.B
m;. T'dL LOCA.l.'ION 01'' THJ::: SIOO!' J.N1.h 

l . CP with room of the Karmandeur 

2. Chapel 

.3 . Stable 

4. Sandy elope steeply eloping towards the road . 

5 . Spo't where the Alllerican soldier was' s hot. 

6. Sauna Beth 

7. Wooden abed 

"'I WICHMANN ' Ol'T O 
l::i.S Unterecherfuehrer 
28 Decembe,: 1945 

Sworn to and a ubs cribei before me this 28th day 01· 
O.cember, 194., at Scbwabiach Hall, Germany . . 

Wn.LLW: .h • :ERL 
lat Lt. II. I . o .55514~ 
Inveat ig.o'tor - ixaminer 
WB1· Crimes Br anch USn:r 



TEX.T OF THE WHOLt. JJtU.i\'J.NJ OF TH.kl. 
RO<II INl'O \\H I CH I ffiOOGl!r THE 
HILSON.di 

Translation of the legend of the drawing No . l ot sketch de
signed by .:;S Unteracharf uehrer Otto WICHMANN and sworn to and. 
subeoribed by h im on 2tl December , 194.) 1 

l . Standartenfuehrer PEIPER. His chair in its original 
posi tion am then dotted in hb la"&e.1.· positi on. 

2 . Sturmbannf uehrer SI CKEL on t he couch . 

3. Sturmbannfuebrer , name unknown, on couch . 

4 • Small cabinet 

6. Chai r 

7. A blocked door 
Size ot· the roan -

8 . Wi ndow appr oxi ma-cely .) steps x :> steJ)S . 

9• En-er e.nee 

10 . Amer ica n 

11. Mysel f 

/e/ NI CHl4LNN , Oit o 
SS Unt eracbar fuebrer 
28 Doe .,.ber 1945 

Sworn to and s ubscribed oefore me t his twenty- ei gh th doy of 
Decembai. 1';14.J at JC bwl.biach Hall, Uermany , 

,rI.LLlAJ4 H o f.cltl. 
la t Lt . II. I , 0-555149 
I nvee t i gator-Ex:aminer 
War Crimes Branch USFl!T 
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, ,_,,___,_o TTo _..l,l),'q-tHJlN ,.. ,--------
sworr!! H'~!1*t'\i {IJ e rfo llowing sfar ement undtr oath : 
fd1-.~---~ ~-\. nadrdem ldt erat r1dll -
m(Jftlg elngesdl woren wu rd ;' , mudre die /o/gende Aus,a1e anter Eld 

The above two photographs ore photo1rnph1 of 1hr ,ame S[86ffJfrt;~u~ 
__....P.!J.i..t?.g ..r?i...................._mentioned by me In my a//lda vl/1 dated.... -.i.Jj ~Li:~!J,Zf _,"""" 

o(e) o/J i,:cr1 a •e/ Photograph 1en s/nd Photo1raphltn dt11db/1en~~ ~- \\..~ i.l.... ~~L _r 

..L\:~~---...... .van_ r 

1 

"----· In melntr eldtulalllldu11 A...4;;=~111, ~ -
datlrrt_ . · 

~ • - jl\ ~~ - ¼ ~~ w('~V/wv. 
Finl N•m• (VorHme) i.,t N••• (Z•,.••.J 

L"f_-, C, J'{;f,,.{frr,,r: /,,5511H 
Or,an/zatlo,t d•rfnl l!.1/d 01/tnllH 
Etfthelt wlhrtnd dtl Ef/ll -Eln1oht1 



I, ............{/..f.U. .. 1/.,c/2.MAAI.A/.. _____ , being /frat d«fy 

swor'k '\.. '!'ake t~~ Jollowl11g stalement under oath : 
/ch_.YL\:.~__.\l.is..~.~----------~ nachdem ldt erat reclrf
ml1/Jlg elngesdrworen wurde, mudte die /olzende Aussoge unter Eld 

The above twn photograph! are photographs of the same Jlucm)u61¥CV£6UL-
'I).8., ,_..S./, .lt•-:"···· ...........mentioned by me In my a//idavll, daled ...,,,3.i..R.tu~,fe.r. . ../.9.f..£... 

Die obigen zwel Pll otographi e11 s/nd Photographfen denelblgen__~ \--""-.'t.~b.o..~~'-V 
.Dr.--'l-~t.¥,..1.. von mfr in mtlner eldesstaltlidren Aauage 1inrinnt, 
datlert ___ig \:)11;en,b1t IA\\S ____ . 

~~ -~k-~~~
FiEam, (Varname) Lad Na•t (Zanam~ 

llf 4t t"'llA ~ tJ.146:'. 
Organtzallon dar1,;;£(/e1 01/en,tv, 

Efnhelt •4hrend de, El/d-Eln,atz,a 

S 11•orn to !Jd &uburlbed b~Jore ~,e lh/1 

........L..3........ dny o/........~---· •/946, 

z.:r:2. . . . --~2'2--~ 
OJ/I , aJminlsttrlng ~ 

.... ~ ·······-·c. /'? ? __ 
Ra nJ.· Arm e r Str11 lct 
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PE.'rIT THIER EX 4 



PETIT THIER Ex 5 



TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

• u ignl'd tu War Cr i11u·1 llr11 nd1, U11 i1,-,I Stair~ Arni,, 

APO 633, U 11 11 i11t,•r11rt1,•r, lun•ing l,c,·n th,ly n,uru, 1lr11o•r u1ul , tall' th ut th l' at1ad 1,.,I English lr 11 11 ~la 1iun i1 

11 true 111111 1cr11rat c re ndering or tl1e Ge rrn au urigiuul uf 1h e slul!•nu:11 1 o f 

Otto WIC!Il-lANN 

28 March 1946I Ukl'llOII 11 ! S,·hwii l,i ~d, 1·111 11. Gr r1111111 y. 

RAPHAEL SHUMACKER, Captain, CMP 

run,:~·:r "S p~otog·iapt~ Euglish. 

I, tlie 1le 110 11e 11 1, furl li e r atu t r. tl, a t I • 11ru k German a,u l E11j1:li~li ll11,•11 tl y a "'I 11111 full ) •1111d i li,.,I 11 ~ 1111 cxp,· rt 

Gcr m111-E nglid1 int c r.,r rtcr l,y re11so11 of the followin g 11u11lifi cu1io11 , , 

.... r 
2 . l apen't , .. 1'1.nt ,_.., r a ai lll'e 

to .i.-...,.7 eec._c.,.,, ••lkool u.r. . 

• • l lWi two 1'9l"9 t , 1 tall 1a .... dar7 Hbool U 
otoer _lmowl ..811 ot :IIWliat. hM been llerl'f.. t e\uoy b¥ tfP•lt• 

.5• 1 • .. tw.u r•rr1 tot" \N ~t. •U )t:•r• • OrtUab a\lbJ.. I 
anO •JIN.& J.at Uab. cert. -1.J >' tit la.,. • ._ wito e " not a1,eU: C.1:;S 

6 . 1 lHl 'bf' a, 1r • IJ lied. ....,.i. .., t Jr' the J&Bt. ,i . 1 /2 ,...,.. , 
bawlr Ma ohcll,rt 1a · t 'n r l 5 llJMJ h••• Na.i:i eniplo,-"4 1t7 1M 
lllr eiw:r Jl l •• • ••· · iJlll 11\'lftr,-..t.er e l ~ 1ttMlU'7 1?46. 

Swum anti 1uh1criln:1I to 1,oifore me tl1 b ,;-~.,.. , 
11 1 Srl1 wii l1isd1 Ha ll , G!' rmaH)'. 



• 
! , Otto i,ICH .Am . [;.S t.mttrsc'1e.r!'ut:~E:::- , ha~ing been fi ..·st 

duly s"o1n , .:JE1.Ke t.his 1::1tt.1.e1.•ent a upi,le1.t.:ntary to~· s tL.tf. 0:::nts c:1.at~i 
28 Daceruber 1945 , and ti1e ~Jrci Januar:, 1946 , 

Cn the 26th I arch 1946 , o series or .5 photocrephs wen displayed 
to im which showt.<d vori oU!> plocee of Hi:TIT THIE!E , whe r-e I shot th9 
American prisone..- of wc r oil I de1:1cribed fully in ~ ' tuo t rev icuo Btl!to 
m!lnta of 28th DeceJJ,ber 1 91..J , und ~j1·d Janut.r:,· 19!/ . 

I e:xarineO. the phtoersph .thich \icara the wr t ting on t he r9vnre £1 
a i de ~ ffi'l'IT THIEID Ex (" . Ir acognized on this pho tograph the 1:1pot 
where I sho t tho American pr:iuon(.r of war e.nd I have marked thin spo t 
with the l etter "r . 

I examined tho p t,otogt-aph which bcar.'.3 tho writ i ng on the 
reverse s ide "P.=.'l'IT THTI::S Ex 2• and I ntcogn"!.z.ed the cast l t:1 ?.-'T I T 
THn:1-6 on the le f t a iU..i of the stretit . Standur tenfuo!lr&r FEIP.-;R hud 
his C.P. i n t his building and it was here that I rnce ived the oroer 
from Sturmbnnnfuebre r SICFml. to l etid the fJI!ericl:!.n p:- isone r of Wl r 
outside and bumP him off. On the r i ght - band s i de of tho strec. t I 
1·ecot;nizE. the chape l past which I l ed the ..;.uerica u prisoner of war 
afte:!' I had rece ived the ordar to bur.Ji h im off . 

I exeminl'ld tho Piotoge p h.:3 "'hich bear thu v..Ti tintu on the 
1·ever : e a i ac •l-'ETIT THIEFE EX h• and •.IT:'l'IT '.HIF.R3 EX 7• and 1 eccsr.iziod 
twc differ ent views o!' the chape l which I descr ibed above. 

Or, the Jiloto,:;raph which bear11 t ~o wr it i ng on tho reverso ~ i de 
• .FETI T THIFJ6 EX .5• I recognizec. the si.:ie •1 iew of the castle lETIT 

TiiIBffi which I described as the CP of Standar tenfue hrer FEI.tf:R . 

I have pl aced u.y ai gne t ura on the r everse side of eLch of the 
au o ve describod five photot$Z'o.Pbs 1 together with tho di..te on which I 

exa:nined them. I have mad ti the:rn phL,togtaphu per t of t his ta ta t ctren t 
and a tta.ch them hereto . 

I me.ke this s ta~o r.r1, t conaioLlng of t wo pages and f i ve pho t c
craphs voluntarily out of my own fre~ will , withou t force , tm oa ts or 

promises of r trna.1-d , 

(s16flad) Ot.to \", IC!. '..A.Nl'l 
28 !.erch 1946 . 

!n 01·n t o am1 S"J.Uscrited befo 1·e me ti-is .28 th 
ay of ..'b.rc h 1346 , at ~Cl-~1,AB ISC!l }f;.!.L, Ger . 

BUHAEL Sh'UI ACJE.. 
Capt, C :P 

http:ta~or.r1
http:ntcogn"!.z.ed
http:1::1tt.1.e1
















• • 

\\ Jc:: 
.-.: "1.-1. ' - ~ 

'.J Q I 
-~ < - • c.~>----

_\\ _, "- ~- ,..,._ J .., \ 



TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

Walter A. Di.rt 
1uig11 r tl tu War Crime1 Bri111d1. Unitcri S 1111 1'8 Arm\ , 

APO 633, U an inh' rl'rc le r . lun•ing hcen tlul y 1>worn, ,lr1w•t' and 8lalt• 1h1 1 1he 1lt11l¾ll'ti Englis l, lru1sl1tio11 i1 

11 lrn r. ind u :eunle rc 11Jcring or th ll Germa n urigi nn l or 1l1 c u111cmr11t o f 

Joachim PEIPER 

uk,•11011 26 March 1946 111 Sd, wii l,iu l1 llnll . Gr-rmun y, 

hdure WILLIAM R. PERL, l et Lt., M. I. 

rtm&i&ling of 11 r1n gu, int o English. 

I, 11,e 1lo11omrnt, furth e r s tale 1h01 I s pe 11k Gc rm1111 ont l Englis l, lhu-nll y aml 11111 full) ,1u 11 lili1·d us an eiqo, ·r t 

Grtm1111-E11glhl1 inll'rJlrcler l,y r ca&on of the folluwin g <111111ifiratio11s: 

l. My nattva tongue is German . 

2. I atud1ed English tor seven years in aohool in Berlin , 
Germany . 

state;· rr~mli;;~ !~ ~~l~nd rrom 1935 to 1937 and 1n t he Un1ted 

4 . From Mo.roh 1944 to Novem ber 1945, I eerved as an interpr eter 
with the ottice or M111tary Ooverr.ment. 

5. Slnoe :, December 1 945 I have been aaelgned to the war 
Crlme• Branch , u. s .F.E.T. as a c1v1l1an Garman- English interpret•r . 

Swum 1 1111 , ul"cril1e1I lo l11ifore me tl, i! 1 
a t S1t1wii l,hd1 l h ll , G,•r111 111 y. 



• • 
I, Standartenfuobrer Joachim 1-:;rn:R, wao during the 

:n.FZI. coJIUl:lic:n in Decerr:be:r 1944 and Janut\I':,, 1945 Ree;in.ental Com::.anC.er 
of tho 1st SS Tonk rLgirr.ent L .A.:f . anti Leeder of the Al'trored Croup 
placed under my comn.and , 

After having concent1·ated on H , the following still 
co.iee bock into D\Y mind ...,hich I add to n.y statementD hitharto made 1 

l. flegardin~ shooting at •IA ClF.IZE 11 In U GIEI2.E I hod• 

taken council with Stubat . l'OE'It..CHY.E as well os with H,Stuf DIEr-:r:THAL 
and o .stubaf V .WEST£R1Jl-lAGE!I as to whet ohould be done with tre 

Al.,ericen prisoners of war in co.ee we did not receive any help end 
would huve to fiLht to the finish at I..A Gl.1::!ZJ:: , Hereat I otated that 
in this case the prisoners would have to be shot , 

Fu.rthernore , I e.m still able to reI::!e11:ber that it was 
reported from sou-.e party that tl,ero wore continuously cUffiCulti os with 
the prisoners v;bo we r e either disobediant or did not execute or6ers 
which they received from the Geri.au side - Of what kind these orders 
were I do not rer.erober ar.y morE. , In or.y case , ho,over , impcrtant 
questiono n.ust have been touched off by the refusal to obey the oroers , 
as otherwise they would not have been reported to n,e , 

I think that therrn refusals to obey oroers were r eporteU to 
me by DIEF'Il\"'l'F.AL who was P.r-tf at that tirm , I further believe , but I 
am not quite certain of it , that on account of these refusals to obey 
orders ,iiich touched off i mportant questions , I gevu the ordtr to se t 
an enul11)1e - the conWnt of which that in outs tan6 ing cases prisoners 
huve ~o be shot . Further details i n 1eE,ard to executions at LA GLEIZE 
are unlmown to me . I remember that it was r..ore a question of g iving o 
gonera l p l enary p::iv1er to the cOL.1..0ndon1 for them to be covered than en 
iaouanco of de tailed ordero . 

2 . I n the first dayu of Januta'y l 'J~.5 , accorcUng to iey asti 
ation it 11,ca about on tbe 10th of January , Iwt:.s at my CoITT>.e.nd Poat i n 
n EJJ1e ll castle in the ne i £hborhood of LAl'CHE Fa'TA.Il\1E JJ; I recollect

1 
this castle hau the name of !!ETlT:: ';ttr~.:P. , One of Ii}" zr.en • I 't.'OUld not 
recognize hi.j at.-ain , shoved an American rrisooer of wt11· i nto the room 
for zm . Thie prisoner of WtU' woe in 2 coo;.pletely exbaust'ld cond i ticn , 
app~rently half s t arved and frozen . He looked like & rmzy . He had ree;s 
wrapped around his f ee t , According t o his looks I estinEted this 
Alli.Jrico.n to be at least 50 yebru of &{:."e , I Questioned tbis n:e.n as to 
which division he beloneed but he war:. so axhaueted that he coul d no t 
'balk but oo l y uttered i narticulate sounds , I still know , howenr , that 
he 'MlS ab::iut 27 yee.ra of lige , ,,hich especiall y :1truck me by bis l ooks , 
His akull l ocked like a death ' s - bead . J.e we not able to nane his cti.v -

ision to 100 and· I think that I found out b i s ane from his pcpers , .At 
this tin.e S tbf ,Dr SIC!.EL, th1:1 regimen tal s urgeon of the l1lnzer Fleg t 1 , 
L,SS ,A, H, anti et that t i a.e e lao Co~nci.er of the Reeio12 nt.al Hr,i. . Co • 
.1-enzer Flegt l . was pr es ent in t he room. I further have t ho certain belie f 

that elflo 0 ,S tube.f . V \l:ESTERN.r.AGEJ:.:/ was in t he room, J,erha1is also H,Stuf . 
GHUHIE , 'ile were juo t goi ng to have coffee , whon the prisoner was brou~h t 
into the rooc . After I had aeen that the prfaoner \\BS too exhausted to 
be able to ta lk , I offered him a chair and a cup of ootfee and a cigar 
et t e , as I felt pity f'or hi m, He chetterttd hio teeth , however , so much 

,., ....,. """" "'"' -:~'"·' ........~ 

http:Reeio12nt.al
http:Co~nci.er
http:CoITT>.e.nd
http:DIEF'Il\"'l'F.AL
http:Com::.anC.er


• • 
,--

the prfaoner to which divlaiGn bo belonged and to fina cut othE.!' 
n.ilitary details . All hti \,as able to utter with a voice r.x:,riii 

similar to barkint: then talking Sie;nifiod that be bed kept himself 
biuder. in tho r1oods for 14 d9l'8 . 

When !lr .:iIC:EL the Fi.el,ii..ental Surteon sev. that an interrogation 
was f utile , be said • This is of no u:.e an:,· no r e ~ • Ee l p arrives 
too lat.:t here . M There upon I a:..i:etl Dr SlC,EI.1•i·hat shall we do wi t h 
the u:an ?• Shall he go u p to the aid station .~ Dr SlCl:P.L r eplied 
•Tho best hi we ( i ve him a mercy shot 1 Anymy , he won't ina1~e it any 
more , It is unneceDacu-y tormenting . I r eplied, •Alrig ht ~ Tako t he 11 
poor devil at1ay ~ • I then bad not g iven furthe r orders but had 
left the rest up to S tubef . Dr SIC1.EL, It wa!t clear t o n:c that thd 
priaonur ;•1ould be sho t ~ I have been asked if I r ec:embe r i f Dr . 
S ICJ:illl. said to t he so l di er who had brout_ht the prisoner,nouts i de 
wlth t bo swine ! - bU.lilP hi rr.. off l " Such a atateroont oos not 
utt~reci. in r::;r presence , Dr , SICl'.El and I acted obvioUEJly out of tJity 
for t he prisoner and such an utterance wculd not haV£:, fit into the 
atm:is_pbere . I admit to have g lv~n Dr .S IC T'.EI. on the basis of his 
medical opinion , t he autborhetion to cause the shoot ing of the 
prisoner . In which ma.nner ano. with which words then Dr.SIC!EL on 
t !le basis of this authoriznt!.on heci. hir.: shot , J do no t know. He 
left the roozr, imediately with the pdsoner encl his £1,lard . 

I still can 1·eLer..ber that ofter tht: pri&oner had been l ed 
out of t he rorun , we talked obcut what an i tarf3nee energy this men 
muo t ha\'e had , wht1n hf' could ,1enaer around in the woods for 14 doys 
i n this weather . 

3 . I further have been ~uestioned if a t S'roUlDNT on the 1 9 
December 1944 , I caused a n k e1·icat1 pri sone 1· of ·.var to be shot by 
giving an order to Unterscharfuehrer HAns HIIJ..IG, .F\mktruppfueh1 e r 
(leader d the radio detachment) at headquartl:lra of the 1st ;:;.s .Fbnze r 
Regt . In epi te of my greateet efforts , I coulC not remelOOe;'" such an 
exocutiotl . Mte r confrontstion y,1 th H.Stu! . Hans GRUHLE , Fieg: men tal 
Adjutant , and Unter s cherf . Hans HILL:i:G , I am r orrf3mber!ng that I caused 
an American prison£r of war to be shot there , but to rny own ndnd I 
do not recollect any de tails . 

I have maue t hese o t a t euf3nte volunt arily , of my own will , 
UJJinfluenced by thre.a ts , force or du.rese , and uninflut!ncoo by pran
ioea of anl kinU . I swear bofore God that the ata t er:ente i n thie 
depos i ticn e.re true and I om prepare() to repeat them before an:, 
court under oath . 

(signed) Joachk :nn:R 
SS . S t andartenfuehrer 

26 .rn . 1946 . 
Ni tnessed 1 

RA FHAEL SEU!ACi'ER 
CJ.Pr . CI.l', 

Sworn to E:lnd 1:1ubscribed to before 1t1e this 
26th day of ;,arch 1946 1 et Schwebi.sch Hall , 
Germany . 

V, ILLIAJ, R . ffiRI. 
1st Lt , t'.I , D-555¼9 
Inves t.:eetor - Ex:eminer ,Viar Crimes Branch . 

- 2 -

http:authoriznt!.on
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' -· /of.l_ch1227 . ~/,Per ____ , being firs/ daly 
sworn, rlfke lite fo_llowlng sl.Jl.tement under oath : 
lch _, ___....... o..c,. c;,~\ V\n._______y~-L~ ~\/' .._.._______- nadldem /dr erst redrt -
mtJjJ/g elng rsdni-on'n wurd \ mcu.he die / ulgende Aussn&e unftr Eld 

The obove two photographs are photo1rophs of /he same~,Y.=,r~/.J~~,-/~.c-=--,-- -
..2).19e.n.t6.Q1,/.. ______ mentioned by me In my a/f/dalllf, doled ..,,J.L.~1.1..Jj, ....;(.P..J!A.....• 

D i e ~ bi~r.n :. u·e l Phof ograp h 'en slnd Photograph/en deuelb/gen___\\..s.t~--~-:..____________ 
____j}._.'.\.~..l..'kv-.tY\..~l........ ....... von mfr In melner eldesstatllidrt,r Aauage 1enannt, 
datlert ____ 'l.W':\"-"-L \"I'll, ---·· 

l,", -~"' 
Rank (Dltn•t1rod) 

" . " c, - ?.,. R . ~ .L, '>-/\. 
Organization darln El/d 01/tnalllt 
Elnhdl wllhrrnd du El/tl -Eln11alu• 

0/Jlur adminz ng oath 

~ --· W{'L? - --
N•nk Arm or Sut1/a 

http:2).19e.n.t6.Q1


• • 

:·;o,n, ;;;~!f;~fi!i;i]!:~;- oath : 'un der btlng fir,/ da/y 

/di _J_go_s,\,.. l \00 :v_'!..l...'v'~-------~ nadldem /dt tT!ll rtdtf-
m(Jft/g elngesdnvoren wurd e, mudre die /o/gende Aussage unler Eld 

Th e above two photograph! are photographs n/ the same )/. Stuj. r,3ruiA &__ 
_______mentioned by me In my a/Jldavll, dafed.....~~ .M -M , ..-~t'.~ .. 

D ie oblgen zwel Photograph /en slnd Photograph/en deaselblgen.l!..St'!'_f_.._ ..:t.YJi.L ~ 
daHe;/--~~~-,;.·i---T~ 4.o~n -~~~ me/ner eidustalllidten Aauage 1enannt, 

-Fl'bomt*r~ L~o~~ 
'-, '-i - ~4 u. ~J-"""t g."' Fv ~b:~v 

Rad (Dlen1t1rod) 



•• • 
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l 

, being Jira/ daly
aworn, make_ the /QJ/owlng .s.l.ptement undu oath : 
/di j o c,,, ~ \ \00 _r 9,. i (? "'c.. 1t __--,---.. narhdem /di ust redll -
mil/JII elngesdlworen wurde, mudle die /olgende Aussage unttr Eld 

The above two photographs are photographs of the some~ 
fAttJ. _, __/t.11~....._____ .. ____menlioned by me In my u//ldavll, dafed•...,,{l_l,.___":!2.&.e.l.,..ZR..I.::~ 

Die 'J).,o:lgen w_el P~otographlen slnd Photograph/en desselblgen_\2_1/.\.t.~.~-~sJo..JA..\t.f___ 

VI , l _:_________ 110n mlr In melner eldtnlalflldren Aauage genonnt, 1 

dallert~ \ \Cit ____• 

1., ~ -~t. ,,,J,, .. h 1oL• lo".. v-
Rank (Dle11llzrod) 



l 
'.·,;~,,., ;;;;;'1:if1:,Zci,,g~~:~f(;;",i;i ~~;;; ; , ~, Ing firs / duly 

/ di ..._,_...... f 0 e1i.1..V\ \ V\:l.__________ Q.. \f ls- \f',______ ., ... _______ ,_ nru:hdem ldt erst redtf .. 
mti}Jlg cing esdtworen wur dt', m11the d ie / o fge 11 rl e Aussuge 1111ter Ei d 

Th e 11/!ove two pholograJJ hS nre ph otographs of the same __ J.5;/.l:,__~-~ 7>=r .._,.c--c--
........~l.C/r.e/ .................... menlio11ed by me in my o/fl,lllvil, dated _,;u ...M.~R , ....--ff.It~ 

Die obi ,: c>tt ::ll'el Photograph 1e,, slnd Photograph/en desselblgen ....,-~.1...h. f ..,_j)~.i...._, ___ 
S: \ ~\< ~ l, ---·-···· ··-· ___ von mir in meiner eldesslottllthen Au.uage genannt, 

dulierl_~.J!...:...fil.x...t-1.~'-ik.______ . 

~hn.d..!Llit..~£.,,__wt.~ 
Rank (Dlenstz r ad) 

A · ', 'z - '\'2_,.__R_~-'c · ~ . S7~, 
Organl:ollon during I/ti 0/Jemdve 

Elnhell w4hrtt1d des Elft/.£i r11Ja lzefl 

s21-q'"'',,t,'.;~~ '. '",';,,._ 

~ --· 
01/lcu admi11/sterln· outJ. 

~---)/, ____{_/2___ 
Ronk Arm or Ser11/c, 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

Waltor .\. Hart 1tu i11 11c ,I l u \Var Cri mea Ur11ud1, llni 1,:-,I S1at e~ Arm ), 

A l'0 • 63:! , 118 1111 i11t1·rr1rct cr, l111 vi 11g l ,cen dul y ~1o·or11, d<'pu~,· 111111 s l111t• lhat 1h r • 1t 11 d1 r ,I E11 g li ~h 1r11n ~l11 1io11 i• 

• l rnc 111 ,I nrcural., re n1le riu g of llm Gerrua n origi1111I of tl1c st11 tc m c 111 of 

Dr Kur t S IC!03I. 

t11ke11011 9 .lpril 1946 u t Sd1wiil ,i!d1 1h11. G,:rmun y, 

1,erorc WlLLIAU R BlRL. let Lt. M.l. 
'4 41J I s'1rf&J,, 

co 111iuing o f J-/ 1••ge11'it:io English. 

I , Ill e ,le 11onen t , fu rt her tla t e 1!111 1 I speak C er m • u 111111 Engli•I, flu e nlly anti 11111 full ) 111111lifi,.,l :18 1rn c:1 1wrt 

Gcrrnan-Engli1l1 inteq1r e 1e r b)· reuon of l hc followin g 1111a lifiu1iou1: 

1 . My native tongue 1s German . 

2 . I atud 1ed Engl1ab tor aeve• year• 1n a ohool in Berl in, 
Genuany . 

stat e; · rr~m ~ nd tr<>m 19:,5 to 1937 and 1n the United1i9;~ i~ ~ 

4 . F'rom Maroh 1944 to Novem ber 1945. I eerved a e an 1ntez:pr et e r 
with the o tt1oe ot M111tary Oov erment. 

5 . 91noe :, Deoember 1945 I have boen aaa1goed to the Wa r 
Crim e a Br anoh. U. s . F . E. T . a a a oivillan Germa n• li.'ngl l ah i nt e r preter. 

A ~o-J· 
Walte r A. Ha.rt 

,J 
Swum 11 m l 111 lncrilu: J to hefore m e t l,i, .Z.3 1l11y ur ~ / 9 ~ t 

111 S,~1wii l, ir,.,h Hall, G.- r111 11 t1 )'-

a~rf.t~ 
~ - e rv;P 



•• 
1 1 Sturni>anf, Dr 10.lrt SICl!KL, be i ng duly a,rorn tstate tbe 

following a 

l, I applied tor admission to the J.llg.SS in NOTember 1932 
and belonged to the Allg SS until Sept :39 , and to the Watten SS 
trcm th• 19th Sept 1939 on. 

Dmlediately after my entrance into the lt'atten SS , thue 
shortly atter the outbreak of war, I •a tram1terred to the East with 
the SS Totenkopt. CaY Division, ?,t,r duties were the auperriaion of the 
heal th or the troops and or Iblish Jen, who were constructing there a 
lager tot· themselves ud later were used as alaYe laborers in the SS 
worka. la.ter, that ia in the years 1942 to 1944 (30,6 , 42.. beginning 

ot Febr-uary 1944) I was galTieon surgeon for LUBLIN, that meana that I 
was reaponaible fer the health of the troopa and also for that of the 
Jews who were brought frC111 all parts of Europe into the below-mention&d 
c oncentration cuwa 1.n the area or V.JBLIN , Especially the f ollowing 

c oncentration CflllWS 119re Wtder my m,dical euperYilllion. 

•• RlNli.TOW.l 
o. D»I• LUBLIN 
c . TRAVENICKI 
d • Airport LUBLm 
•. Y.!USNIK 

I wu reeponaible tor the11e canu,s reepectively for the 
state of health i n these oanp3 trom their installation until the ir dia
aolution. In these caJIIPS no geasl.ng took place. Executions were occae 
ionally carried out . 

Now and t hen against my wil l a nd Cll. order ot my superion 
l had t o deliTer to t he Vernicbtungslq:er MUDENECK (exterml.nation \ 
caJQP MUDENECK, 'rN) peraons who bad been working tor me in the Ortb-
OIEDIC workahopa. It wae known to mo tha t gassings took place there 
and that these people g ot gaeaed . H::nrever 1 I have not conducted D1Yselt 
any gassings. Among those persona brought into the extermination caJlll) 
N.l~K wre women and men. I do not r ecall the exact number any 
more. 

On the whole , I bad to auperThe in th~se ca?11Ps the heal th 
of about 20. 000 Jews ,men, women and children. Continuously new trains 
from all parta ot Europe arriTed, among them Czech, French, and Roumanian 
Jews, etc; 

.All these camps disaolnd one morning in November 194.3. 
by shooting all J ews without 1113 knowill@: about it. For tb.ie pu.rpoae these 
Jen bad to build enorDDua ditchu and then were lined u.p in the di tchea 
one cloee to anoth,ir and •re al:lot wi tb u.cbine gWlol and rifles. Then 
tb aeconJ. a hitt aot into the ditcbea and the procedure 11'&1 repeated.iii• 
diiobea were about 2i met.rs deep and tha 18"8 were abet in abou.t4 
to 5 layera . lrltn, womt,n 0 and children were ebot in the aar.:e trencbea. 
Qt thia day lllCCorcl ing to 11'.0' es ti.118.te about 20,000 J'ews were shot in 
this anner. Tile 11bootinge tor the greatest part were carried out in 
th• .RZ -oan:i,p, iu whic h the peo:pl a were up to t hat time - Tbua tor 
instance iu TRA.VErUJa , ~li!l\JWA• .At this tia I ne a. tut ot the 
Waften ss . The shootings pi·oper were executed by Totenkopt Infantry 
Units and by t he S.D. (Sicberhaitadie n~t ..Securi'ty Service . T . N. ) 

II, Shortly after t he e:r.terminatioo of the Lagers i n the LUBLUJ 
area, which were under my a..-,ciical superTieion, I got tranaferred 'back to 
the • LSSAH~ t o whic h I belooged already ainoe 19.39 . 

D.ll'ius tho EIFEL ottensiTe in Dec 1944 and Ja n 1945 , I na 
tbe Regimental eurgeon ot the lat SS PL Rgt 'ISS.A.H•, a nd for about th• n \ 

~J- l~~w 
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tour weelte ot the Elm. otteDl!lhe, the cu.ct date I cannot remember 
any more , I waa al.lo co11ID1.Adi.ng officer ot Hq Co. In the tiret daye 
ot January 1945, the en.ct date I do not remenber any more , I wu at the 
Command poet ot the l.Bt SS Pt. Rat.•LSSAH• in a caaile in the neighbor.. 
hood of IB'l'I'lE THIER&S . In the room beeidee ~aelt were preeent, the 
Regt Ccmnander Joachim. PEIFKR, Obereturmbannfuebrer at that time,alao 
a Stut.1' and I think it was Stubat .Wemer PCE'ISCHKE . AIJ we were eitting 
i Ii thia rocm du.ring the afternoon hour• the door opened and U-Scha 
otto WICH14NN the !:Quiprent Sgt of the Headquarters Co. let SS Pz. Rgt . 
•LSS,ill• brought an Almrican priaoner ot war into the room. Thie 
.Aarica n »ri.Bonsr ot war looked extremely eta.nod and frozen ae be 
bad bidden hilmelt tor quite aane time in the woods to prnent being 
taken priaoner. 

Oatuba.t.FEIFBR queationed the nan in En"liah but tha American 
prisoner of war retuaed to make a a tatement. I looked at the hande ot 
the American priaoner ot war and determined tbat be abowed Jrd degree 
troat-bi te11 on both bande. Qie the whole he waa physically very much 
..,ciate4 , 

For these reuona I pr opoaed t o «:. tubat , JEI.m to ba't'e t he 
priaoner b\uu>fid ott • I cannot recall any 110re it I Jade t hi:!I propoaal 
with wcrda or only with geaturea or with glancee, H::rweur , I do lcnOIJ 
that Ostubat,l'EIHm accepted tbia proposal ot mine, It thie aooeptanoe 
ot my propoaal wu made in word.a or by geaturea or with glances I 
do not remeaber any Dl0l'e, but I know that I waa authorized by him 
in ana tora or another to ban the .imerican priacaer ot war e hot . 

I ordered tb•reupon the u-echa. Otto WlCBl~ ot the BHdqu.artent 
Co, lat SS Pz; Rgt,•ISSAJP 1tho at tha t time n..s under my co11111U;d , to 
1..4 the priaoner ot war awy and bt.l.lq> hi• ott. It I did that with 
worda.•Take the awine outside and bum;p him ctt• er U' I used other 
word.a tor tbia order 1I do not remeJmer any 110re, 

Thie priaoner ot war bad, in taet,bMn buDIJ)ed otf. 

I do not re•lllbor any more it WICmt.NN reported back to • that 
the execution -• HJTied out or it I had the knowledge ct the u:ecuhd 
•hooting tra11 another source, I only know tbat he got bumped ott, I 
can.not recall to hue ordered ar carried out another •booting ot 
priacmera ct war or oiTilia.ne in the :!Il'EL ottenehe . 

Jbr bstter 00111Prehenaion ot this atateant I h••• prepared a 
a.ketch ot the rooa in the cutle in Pl' THI~. Thia aJcetch I haT• 
arlcad with •.A• and attached. it to JQ' a tatement, The nu.rala a ignitys 

1. Table 8, cupboard 
2. Chair 9. Corner Cupboard 
3. StoT• 1 0 . :Bn t rance Door 

4,5, 6.Chair• 11, Obstructed door. 
7, Dhan 12. 13, lfindows 

I haT• aad.e tbe,ae II tM.temenie Tolu.ntarily ot i:qy- 0'll'll will uninfluenced 
b7 tore•, tlu'tlata or dureee and \11.1.intluenoed by proaiHa oi any kind. 

I awar before Ood that the I tah•nta 'Which I he.Te -4• in thia 
depoai tion lll' e true and am prei:-red to repeat eaa before any court 
under oath. 

(eigoed) Dr,Kllrt SICKEL 
Wi tneaa a SS Stu.rmbanntu.ebrer 
HO&ER B CR.I.Tll'OFll 9 J.pril 1946, 
Lt. Col ..Ur Corpe , 

Sworn to and aubacribecl to before me tbia 9th 
day of J.pril 1946 at Schwabieob Hall,Oermu.y 

l'ILI.lill R PERL 

lat Lt , 1.1,I, ~-555149 
lDYea tiga tol" - hazainer • WCB , tEFIT• 
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TIWISUTI<N OF LEGEW TO STATD:ENT 

I& IE BY Stu.rn»t. Dr Mart SICXKL .. hhibii •.a.• 

cla tad 9 -'J)ril 1946, 

LEG END 

1, Table 

2 . Chair 

3• Stove 

4) 

5) Ohaire 

6) 

7• Dhan 

8 , CtU>board 

9. Cor-ner CUJ,board 

10.Ebtranoe door 

11,0batructed door, 

12) 
Windon, 

13) 



• • 

I, _____ __.,l:{4,al._ ~,:c_h_t_~G._ _____ 
;;orn, ga:/.,jh/- fof~~~j't_e,,,ent undu oath: nadrdem /di erat rtdrl-

mlJjJlg elngi•sdlwoun wurdf', muche die f olgende Aussa,e unter Eid 

The nb~ve two photographs are photographs of the same nr,t Ult1f'tA_rtdeL-1itJ,:J ,-.... 
__ ...... ]:'...JS..t 'r.~JJ...___..,_______ mentloned by me In my a/flduvil, date .. '/. • .AP.tt.Ll..__t."f.Y.I.. .., 

Q/c O~l'll Z M't i rB/1o((]Jf/'!j!.l1 /en sind Phofographle11 t/11sse l/J lgtn_~~~ .k4 ~·':;._~•a"P 
jT()a 7. c h'4 ,-. ',r.::.t! von mfr 1n melner eldessfnl/ltdrt!n Auuage g enannl, lda-,,;;-,~ '9°.)' .,;c.-z - ___,..,~& 

- ~ fl:~, _,~'. 
flr1t Namt (VornameJ La,t Name (Zuna7;,d 

Runk (Dle111 t1rad) 

lh/1 

..... , 1946. 

-/.f f - ~- ~;,~L 11-9#_' 
Organlzallolfli,ia,1nz El/ti 0//en,1111, 

Einhtlt wahund du EI/II-Eln11atze, 

http:AP.tt.Ll


1,_ E.<J..._ _ ____/1..u..a._"L_ ..:,2.Lct.c:...£ 
;;orn,Klf~ '}-' .J"/'2,f/1l.tot,•e•t • nd" oallr : ,radldem ldl erat rullt-

mOJII tlng,sdtwortt1 wurde, mudle die /0l1tnde Aa&ia&t anltr Eld 

The obov_e two photo1raph1 are photo1rapha of the Hmt U -.5ch&-
!Mi12_..h/.u;J,.o.lil.iV.M_mentloned by me In my 0J/lda11lt, dated..___9__.ifill._Lf.Y.k.._, 

Die ob ig.Jn_ iwe Pholozraphlen 1/nd Phol ographltn duiefblgen__J!...:..!.0.4_:,____,.__ 
t),t~o ...,,,-,c ~..,..__~ van mfr In mtincr eldeutalllldtt11 Aauol.T1enannt, 
dallt r l . ;.;:r-;;,,n . 

Pint N••• (vo,,..,.,J Le, t N••e (ZaneaJ 

~lf - 1'~. ~f. ,LH/J#' 
0r111nli•llo,r darln1 E/Jtl 0//end'II 
El•hlll wll1r1,id t111 El/ll•Elnult11 ,,,,. 

..u'-""'-"""'---• ""· 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

G .bORGH; Mll.Li;R 11 u ig1w,l lo Wur Crime& Urnnd,, Un it ed Stat "~ Arm y, 
A PO 6,1.l , 118 11 11 in t l' q>rcl c r, ltuv ing l,cen ilul y sworn, ,l,•puHi· 1111,l uatc thut 1hl' 11 11 11,~wd Engli ~h tr 1111 ij l11tiu11 iJ 
11 true 1111d •••ru rnl l' re nde ring of the Gcrurnu urig i1111I of tlw ~lut,:11wn1 of 

HAN~ J::R ICIJ GRUilL.E 

18 March· 1945 

l,durt' RAPHAEL SHUJ.4ACKER , Cap ta ln, CMP 

r onsiat! ,~t 9 ke t1:;A:, in10 Englid1.3 8 8 

I. tl, e 1lcpune111, fur1l1 e r s t • le 1l1111 I ' l'Ca k Germ ..1 • ml En11 li•h ffn rnt ly 11 ml 11111 fu ll y 11u111ifi e, I u 1111 c1qwr1 

Ge r111 111-E 11glid1 in tc q1n:1e r h y r easo n o f the foll u ..•i11g 111rn li li n tio111: 

1 . German 1a my na tive tongue . 

2 . I apent the t lret twenty years ot my li fe ln Oe rmsny and 
wen t t o elementary and aecondary aobool there . 

3 . I oa me to the Un1 ted Sta tea 1n 1928 . 

4. I had two yearo of E:nglleh l n aeoond ary aohool 1n Germany . 
My other knowledge ot En gllnh haa been derived from study by mpselt . 

5. I've be en married ror the peat alx years to a Yri ti eh 
eubjeot and apea k Engllah con tinually at home . My wife doea not 
apeek Germa n . 

6 . I have beon 1n the Un ited Bta too Army for the pset 2- 1/2 
yeara, having been dlaobarsed in November 1945 and have been e mp loyed 
by the War De p artment aa a Oerman - Engl lah interpreter a inoe Januaryr1946. 

O&Ob ~ 
-'1-:,., .., 7,-~ / 'i'¥ tf. 

a t S<tn,iil,iw1~1 11 11 II , Gt rin ~r,y. 

4~~ 
tZ.µC-MP 

.!"'l,.,.,,....,,.-1/ ft ,.,, 7a...,, 



I., Hana Erich GROBI..E, being first duly sworn make the 
fol lowing etatement under oath. 

Du.ring the m'liL Offenaive in December 1944 I we.a 93 
Baupteturmfuehrer on the staff of the let SS i6nzer Regimeµt, 
LSSUl, am ea auoh was the lb:eoutiva Officer ot tbe Regl.mental 
Ccmnand.er, SS Oberaturmbann.tuehrer, J'oaobim PEIPER. 

On 15 D.acember 1.944 .. - I believe it wae around 1500 hou.ra 
in the atternoon - - a Jromnandeure' meeting took plaoe 1n a 
torester•a houae in the wood.a near m.A.NKENBiDl. 'rhia mseUng 
consisted of two separate aeaaion.s . J'iretly-, there _. a 
•tactioal diacuesion• 8B>Q.g the oaimandere of the batlaliona, 
and H.IPEn and Oberetu.rmba nnfuehre:r HEE,:J.•ZI11. Secondly, there 
we.a a •au;pply diacu.aaion• which waa conduot.ed by me. 

Immediately after thHe diaouHiona were concluded, I wu 
called to PU~ a nd N oei ved tram. him an order wbic h I was to14 
by him to pua on to the oomna.ndera oftha different unite wbo 
were aaae:mbl.ed in an adjoining room. Thereupon the doors between 
1ihe roams were ewu.ng open ma.Jdo,g it one big roan. Tbt order I 
received frfD Peiper and whic h I read ea I bad been direoted to 
do was eubstantial.17 ae folio• • 

1 i:he Ger.mmoatioo. bu lined~ fer ita laat tight. 
Thia otfenaive ie ita lut big eff ort . The objective 1a 
AN!.'W.l!;a;-.t- ud to _break up the allied f er oee which have 11¥' 
up in the AAwlDi:t4 arM. 

' i:he German natioa. ar.peota tra:n ita aoldier• the gi•eatut 
preparedneea for aotion, courage aD4 saorifioe. The pec:ple 
rill not weloc:a our advanoe in wboH territo1'7 we will carr,. 
the tigb.t. J.JJy "'·eeiatanoe trcm th1a quarter and agaiDlt uy 
aota of terrcr 7ou will have to oounte:r with the gr-N.teat 
ruthl_.n_.. 

1 ·.dUa fight will be conducted atubbornl7 with no rep.rd 
ror allied prieonera ot ar who will bave to be lhat it tb8 
eituation maQa it uo••ar,- and.ooapela it.• 

Thie order wu iaaued uy the bth S3 .A.rflJr through the Division and 
- •l;ined b:, &I Oboratgruppmtuehror ;rca.z (Bepp) DJ:W.,,.Ical. 

Tb8 followine; ottioera wre prNent wbal I read thia order1 

untveturmtuebrC" ~. Adju1&D.t, lat S:f P.i.. Bn., lat ell 
~ rtegt,, l&:iUI. 

unteratumtuehret' ~, .&.djut&mi , 2nd ~ P& Ba.., lat 3:1 
h Hegt., L&.iUle 

'rhe adjutant ~ the ,3rd a. Grenadier BA., 2nd Po Gl'onadior 
Hog1;., whoee na. I no loogv r..amber. 

Sturmba.mif'U.ehr•r Dr. Slulll.,, ~egim.e.ntal Surgeon, lat ss Pz: 
J<egt. • J.9c,AH. 

Oberaturmtu.ahrer MWU;, -.gt. Weapona and .llllZIJJU.tiou OtticC" 
Oberaturmtuehre.r U"Uli:Luli:11., rteat, TranaportaUoa. Offiou 

- l -
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Obers turmtuehrer xansm, Ocan.andiog otticer, 
lat SS P7. ComplDJ', let SS h Regt .. LSSA.B 

Oberaturrtf'Uebrer CHK~, C<DDanding Officer , 
2114 ss pz Comp 81JY. let S9 Pz Regt . , LSat.H 

Obe:raiurmtuehrer J\JNKER , Cc:m:nanding otticer , 
&th SS h Compauy, l et SS Pz Reg t ., LSS£B 

.Baupte tumtuehrer ltLIHlEUIOD'BR, Ocanandi ng Ottioer, 
7th SS Pz Co~, lat SS Pz Regt., LSSAli 

Oberatu.rm1'P.1ebrar SI.lrl.ERS, Ccmaandina Ottioer , ,3rd 
Pa nzer Pioneer Conwany , lat: Pioneer Bn,, l.SSAH 

Oberet urmtu.ebJ.·er nUl4P7, tblnanding Ottloer , 9th Pan :atr 
Pioneer Company , l et SS Pan ~er Rect., LSSAll 

Major Wolt, CamaDder ct tb.e 84 A.nt i ..Ltrora t t Regt. 
SS Oberetu.rmbano.fuebrer Yon Wea u,.1.·nhagen !IN · 
SS Bturmbannt'u.Eibrlll" Pm.TSCHKE, CamaDier lat Oclipilaf', 

lat SS Pz . Regt . ifM , 
DS Stwu.bannt'uehrer DIEJ"ENrlii..L, Oaamande.1.· , lII ....... , 

2nd Pt.. Gr en. Regt . 

I ma poeit1Ye auoP.1-,; t h e pr esence ot al l tboe e named aum e when 
t nl.e 01·d e.1.· waa r ead t o t h ai1 by me with t htt ex:cepUone ot CHRISl' 
an.a. ~:ER. ana. i t b rq- i;,09-,; J.·ecoll eotion that they ware there 
als o. 

The taot that thu era.er bad oeen r e oeiTed. had t o be ac
knowledged i n writing by ail the company coaaaDdera. In aadition 
tney wu·o ordered uy Ob&·s t l.U'mDannt'u.ehrer PEIPIB hinmelt to pu s 
t h e orue.1.· on 1u an ernraoted term t o t heir men. '1th thl.e the 
mae-c1ng was edjau:ned. 

I haTe prepared a 1ucetch a howiDt6, the location or t nis torHt
er•a houae near ~ where thi• weeUJl8 waa held. It ie 
marked hbiui t •A,•, a1u1 I baYe attached it to tbia etu•ent aad 
make it a part hereat• 

I declare further that J. baTa knowledge ot the ebootina ot 
t111> £Jaer ican pr1aonera ot W&l' on O,L·dera ot Oberaturmbennfuehrer 
PAJP.ER. One ehooting tooJC plaoe in !:1.1.0ulllNL' uu1 the other in 
~HE l'UN&:ilNK, abou.t l km .at 01 Petit Their. Thiu h bo• 
tbe1' bappened. in dehi le 

!II& UIIWII& .I.a lll-1.llliall ~~ lllidlli: ~· 
Uter the o-.,ture ot th • Till•&• , I •• atandin& •1th Oberaturm
l>&WU"Uebrer PEIPUl, StUl'llbumf'uebrer P02l'SOHIC!i: and aaae other 
offioera and men in 1ron, ot the a eoond bouae oa. the eutern •4a• 
ot 8l'OOIIJN!', and wu lookinc a t the oaptured weapons and gUDI, when 
all of a sudden an American soldier, juat captllred, wu Wougbt to 
Obentm'abuntu.ebrar PJl:I.PliR. The interroaa,ion, oond11oted by 
Pi:tPm hlaaelt did not brine &111 r•ulh wb.ioh could be ued. I 
tllen turned a-,, tor a aAOl't tiae ill order to oomer11e with a 
Qeraua epeud.D& alrtlillll who bad uked tor an 1nt8"'i..,, Duriaa 
the Uae of IQ' abemoe tbia aei•icen soldier na ahot, Be .. 
lyina; near a bouae in a tield, bet•Nn l he ditobH. The order 
tor thia ahootlng we giYen to a German • oldier f'rma the Rea:i
mental Headquarters Coap_,. by Ober.at'1.rlllbannruebrer P.m"lll J 
Pli.lHR later told ae tbiahialelt. 

- 2 -



ID further explanation ot thia ab.ooiing I be.Te prepared 
a aketob abowin a; tbia house 011 the outaldrta ot srotDIONl' • t he 
apot where tbe aoldier aa abot, etc. Thia aketoh 1a -.rlted 
11:mibit 1 B1 , ia attaOhed hereto, and 1a made a part bereor. 

nt. .!lli2UK J.a llwlQla l.aaill,at. Dia lllill.llti 211 JIL. 
.A251!llJ.Jlllilllla.w:i UlllJ&ul.alllli1.W~.ilEWJIU), 
All .American aoldier waa captured by m.eaben ot \be Hegiaental 
Bea4quartera Ccap8.QY' in the bordering wooda and wu brougb\ 
before Obera turmoa DD.tuehrar P:mliR on or abou\ 13 1anuar:r 
1945 tor intarrosa,;ion. At th e time there were aUo preaan1. 
in the OP Sturmbanntuebrer Dr. SICXEL, Sturmbe.DDf'\lebrer 
ro.El'SCBlOi:, an<1 I. The soldier we.a draaaed in a Tery muob worn 
.American uniform. Be identified himlelt with bia idea.dtioation Olll"d 
and reported oral.17 tbai be ne 24 years old and tbat he •a traa 
Texaa . Bb unit and branob ot arms be did not atate. 

While waDCLering arOllllcl tor a long Ume in the woods h1a bands 
and feet had beoaae frozen, Under t bue oircumetanoea I tried to 
a end hill at 011011 to the neXli boip ital through Regimental Surseon 
Dr. Sioltel , eapeoially ainoe it appeared further interrogaUon 
would be uaeleea. My- wiab and intention were retuaed by Oba1· .. 
nurmbanntuebrer Pm>liR and POEl'ScmcE in abort order with the 
r-.i·lt tbat I was perbapa feeling aorry, Plil.PliR crdered Dr. 
SICKEL to cause tba haedian abooting ot tbia ~erioan priaoaer 
ot ar • although I age.in ezpreaaed .,- dieapprOT&l. Jut bow the 
soldier was abot or the location '1 hia sra•• are tacta VJ1lmom 
to •• The CP in Blanche J'oniaioe .. in a hwltinc lodge, and iw 
looatioa ia 1110re ole arly abo'tlD. on another eltet:ob I ba•e draWD.• 
which I ban marked. Exhibit •C• and b•• attaobed hereto. 

In both th• abo'H Mntion-4 OUN t;be .Amm-ioan .eoldiera ware 
•11&1.·illg American uDitora1 and ware unarmed aD1 bad definitely eur.. 
rendered. . 

Thia etateaant oou11ting ot 9 P&IM aDl three aketohee wu 
made Tolua'tarily by me, uninfluenoed by force,tbreata, dureaa or 
promiaes ot an,y kind. I ae&· batore God that the taota atue4 
herein by me are true and I am prepared to reput aaae wad.- oath 
before an,y COW'\ ot Justice. 

Sworn to and aubeoribed betcr • •• 

~=i:~Hd~ =~b 1946 •• 

(oianod) RIJ'IIUL Sillll.i:Wil< 
Cap• cw 

-, -

http:Ccap8.QY


TO 471rDJ..VlT o.· 

llil<S .!llICH aRUIILI: 
Daiod 18 llarol1 1946.......... 

l'QS?.L'l ON Ci' ll'~.L"liB 1 ::> HOOSE I N '!H ~ WOODS NµH SLlN!WflEilf. 

POS,LTI ON a, 11UOMS IN Tlt~ 1'QK¥JI'liR 1S HOJSB 

I . Heglment al Orderly Roan - Adjutan:t 

II . Adjoinints r00118 

Ill. Roen ot t h e Ocanander - the Conference r oom. 

A. St abl es and otb&· living quar t er s . 

TO ,\FJ'IDJ..VlT OF 

llANS JiJUCH <a!UHLE 
Doted...........18 llaroh l!jlj6 

P#l'BAN'E ·i1Q THe YilitOb' AN THI£ 8QUHlht31· 1iWN AF 3!'0!¥lwt 

"'•• 1. Bouae 

B., 2. Bouae in which •••eral ohilia ne were . 

c.a .3. Bouae 

I. Ona ot our dea t r07e4 tanu. 

II. De1nroy.t, Uerioan AA cwi. 

le) aitrance to the houae. 

2.) Plaoe ot t he in1ierrogat1on. 

3.) Plac e where t he AmC'ioa n eoldier wu abo1: 
0 

TO ~lllVlT a, 

!WIS ERICH llRUBI..&: 
Doud 18 March 194'> 

POa L:IOB C. '1H.e,, llUH1:.&lfu- LODa,,i IN Bl.UEIDI: 7~1'4.J.Jb. 

In the Tioinity or •hiob 011 13.1~ tba •boo,1.ac ~ ua ~..iOQ 

http:�boo,1.ac
http:7~1'4.J.Jb


l•.....l.i.ll.1!1.A ..........£B..1.r;:..1:1..••..... ..6:..B...l.t.....L:/. ...i.....£. • btlng /frat da/y 
h;;o~ -~_';}j,PJ_ 1°/f_:{}r_ft~~:'.:"gjjJ/;'[g0

' ' ., /di mt rtdll-nadldem 
mtJftlg elngesd,woren wurde, mudte die f olgende Aussage unter Eid 

The obove lwo photographs are photographs of lhe Sil mt QB I: B S-LJL.a,t.1...EJ.!.Ji. HRl:- /i 
...C...ti.8 .. L~..r...............men/loned by me In my a//ldollll, lll.B..:doted.....1.l..__l.1 __L1.':lJ,c.• 

Die ob fge1y l 'i'c/. /'ljotographlen slr,d Photograph/en desselblgtn_/!.,(/!!g._~~,z:J./zl!<,£.,ll. 
___<.tj,l(J~ . I von ml:- In melner tldtulatl/ldten Auuage 1tnonnt, 

d~ t/ert -- - ·/[#~ll. z, I/~ .. ~ - ·--II-"-"-"'-'-"~'IA1d=-'-'-'-

tt-1--wPT,m1RNFd#-ee1<... 
Rod (Dlu1t1rad) 

-1.' 11} & Q,al . £.H 4H 
Organization d/ltn, El/ti Ol/t111/11e 

Elnhell •4hrend de, El/d-Eln1otzu 

http:S-LJL.a,t.1...EJ.!.Ji


I, .....lhi.l!J.5 ...£.J:?,1.<:,H ........G:..B u.....Lt. ,/,,.. ,!£ .......... , being firs t daly 

:~orn,~E°Jil['i! Sfaq'Jt}t..J'll."iJ .. 001h : ., nadldem /d, ust rulrt-
ni (JjJ/g t!lng esdtworen wurdt', m1ull e die / olgen de Aussage unter Eid 

The , b o111 
1 

two 11/l()togrurh~ arp photographs of !he sume S[v rt"? BB aN Ft.LJ~..J:L_I? /: I~ 
.:J:U~.E.K.N ...T..tl.8 .k... .....menli, ncd by me In my n/jidall/1, doled ....1..l....~ _'i.B. ......1.'1_~'---· 

Di.ft obl"<'ll :: ,i·e/ Phr togroph ' f' n slnd Phologrophlen deue/blgen_§!!l..'5:-.~.f...~tY~?.:,tlll£1<., 
_!ll!!PE.,Vr.lf_"r._b_..1 ___ ___________ vo2 mlr In melner eldeu to fllidren Auuage 1enonn1 

~a;-: Jl I 
' 

du,i,r ____,t l, N,f 'lli!c ..!l.'c . .L_ - ~ 1 

F/r,f Na m« (Vornamr) La,t -£~ 
, 

H- 11-,w,orJTf/k.N ,=v ll.l{E& 
Rad (Dlend1rad) 

..I"»& ll..~-3.L t, ~f. A.# 
Organization d in6 El/el 01/tnllve 

Elnhell •llhrend dta El/d-Etn,atu, 



;;;!!-~tJ1iifii~ir;*;~;.~:u~~h~-= ·-··=~ na~d::n::'::,d:~:,_ ~ 
mQjJig elngeschworen 11•urde, mud1e die folgende Aassazc untcr Eld I\ 
1'he nbo1•1• two phntogrflp h.s Or r p hot ogrophs of th e some 0eFBff£/fVPP..f.:tl_/"'-1L.£.lL!f$1f, 

.;fo..SE E. .0..Le~menlivned by me in my a/jldavll, dated ...Ll..f!J.1:Llj. _ _/.f_'f:._,__• 
1 

,. Die ob_lgen :we,f Pho(ographlen slnd Pholographlcrr des.1elbfgtn~~~,¥£~.e6;e. 
./()~~f!!/:!f.'L~!f-~- '7/IJ van mlr In mciner eldcsslulllldr en Auuage 1enannt, 

du ,rrt __ fJ'.~tf!!.._____ . ~ 

Rod (Dlt11t11rd) 

i'1 f} 8, ~ I . ( I} ,4 jl. 
Ort antiam,11 0//rttai" ··;r:1,: fl/d 

Elnht lt wahrend dt • Elftl~Etn,olu, 



, being flr:JI duly 
h;:orn, _"64'11'Je .;JJ/J(/;g_ ~'l{iJ/LiJder .. oal : nad1dem /ch Ult redlt-

mtljJlg cillg, s1hworl'n 1rnrd1•, m udte die Jo /gen tle Aussage unler £ id 

Th e r>~rwe two pll otograr hs are photographs of the same_.UIIJU & STU B H • 
......... /:.L~.~.HE..11............... menliom1d by me In my af/lda vlf, d~lcd....l.8..~ ..I.Y.Y; 

Die ohi,:~tt - ,N•l Photograph ·en slnd Photograpltlen desselblgenJ(.tf!.(fJll.§ !.Y,f!...1:fJ:{(/{(l.B/.l.. 
M~c.,f(B~{ -··-·--··· ··- .. V0 '1 mlr in mt.Iner eldcssto/flidte 11 Auuage genonnl, 

dnr /crr____,J~~ _JCJ_I/J.__. /;/I, . l 
l'11jl{_( H ~ (/4 ;-: I 17 

~;~ 
-~/f,='//11m it1f¼£W,1;€(L ___ 

Rank (Dleni l1rad) 

. !)[IJ.!J.L..P.i/.'Yiff- RfJ?. 1 LfM/f 
Organlzallon !luring EI/M 0// enalve 

Elnhe/1 11dhrend des El/el-Elnaa lu !I 

http:L~.~.HE..11


,.. HAN§ k({.L.C.JL•.--6:.B.l!..J:L t,, k , 611•1 Jlnl d•l1 

~:·"'· "'f/lV!(l 'l!'r/2'1,,.,.<J&tii?ZB"'" : ••dtdtm ldt •rat ndll
•IJII et•111t11wor,11 ••rd,, •••t di, Jol1ut1• A•111111 Hlllr Eld 

If- 1-#/PTSTl/~H,r:tJIIRE,e. 
.... f01c••,.,.., 

1'1 » ,&. f-21 L J/A -11. o,,.,.,.,.,,.. ~ •u,, OJl•ul" 
.,.,,,,, .,,,,.,., ., eu,,-~.,.,,_ 

http:k({.L.C.JL


1, ..../iAr<.6 ....... E..B.1.c.11 ......GR ll M.t.. E ..____ , being flr$I d•fy
001h;:orn, mak~Kl/0J!!:J,'/'_(&~~uleQR,(/t'//.i_ : nachdem ldt erst rechl-

ml1j1ig elng eschworen wu rde, mudle die / olgende Aussaze unter Eid 

The abDVl' two pho tograph$ arc pflotozrnphs of the same t(,qyp:,rl-!8/VJ F.Jl....l,,=[__j R I{ 
l ( k.J.N.1Le.~.ti..f!Jfh :timenlio11ed by me in my a/f/dovll, daled . .. J./.__ f:1._~tli.......1.t.'f...k.... , 

J)Jcl ob;J!J',. .;w!<fi eJ,ologruphle n s/nd Ph ologmphlcn des.,e/blg,n_f-1f/f'TJ.l!!~~B/..lfREI<.. 
~L A//j~l..l'fDFiill..._,__________ van mfr f,i meiner eideu fottlldt en Auunge 1enannt, 

dutfrrt ___J r. N4"/l.~.!f-f __. J.ilA 
kw fuJv --- -
fir3 I Name (Vorname) Lall N e (ZanameJ ~ 

E ~ I 

._JJ.::_14-(IPrITlfflMFJ/-1'.Rc.R.., t:, 1'/ 
Rank (Dltn1t1rad) 

1'1 ff Ii f.5,d 4 }! ,,U'. 
Or1anllalt011 ~,;,. l!l/ef O/Jtn,ht 

E.lnhtU w6hrend de, El/tl-Eln1al1.H 

http:k.J.N.1Le.~.ti


I, ......./:1..i:N.~ .........£.!1..l.'-. .1-I .... ....6:..B..1.1..Ji... J,....K ....... .... , being J/r,f duly 

;;•'~· '",l,tvJh' IJ.')/j~t;/ st"gJl/J;/2."l/..."_"_'h_'...,.--~ nadrdem ldt trsl redlt-
nifJjJ/g eillg esthworen wurde, m11dle d ie / olgende Aussaze 11nt er E.ld 

TIie nbove lwo photogrt1 phs arc ph otogr nphs of the sam e __ Ot,£:fi57"Jl.,1'1 iJ..lJ...rt!!l.EJ:l. t!' NH&'i 
...l?..£_L.. -l?.£..li......_.____ .._mentloned by me In my a/jltln vll, dnfed ...L8.,_. f.(U:l.13.:... / 9._'!;.~ ....• , 
Die ob''il. ; 17>'e7t.togrnph 'en sind Photographle11 desselblgen_fl.f§g_.flY.~~~T:U/fRBI{ 
dutiert I ,ff ;Jf(',f-'ll.,~ ;o·~tir I~ meiner eldesstaltlidr en Auu age ~cnan11I, 

---- -,,£~7v;@k,~ f ..\ 
.__ lf:/4(//Jnro1<,1mf1tuR- II /;iJI-{ 

Runk (Dle11,tgrad) 

.L.~i!......&.Jl-"~L 4 HA .11 
Organl:atlon Ju~rfn, El/d 0//en&Jv~ 

E lnhelt wl1hrend de1 El/d-Eln1alze1 

http:L8.,_.f.(U:l.13


I, ... f/J!IN!, .£ R1 C .H .........G.R .l!.H .1...£. .. . , bring first duly 

nudt dem idt ust rtd1t
mtlj1 /g elng esdtv•orett wurde, mud,e d ie J nlge11 dc Aussuge un/er E ld 

Tile above two p/10 /ngraph.t arc phutogrnplls of the Sllm l' ____t2.JL~LJl.!£.1:L.lf 1.= I'\' 
....8.J.l.1..1..P.E .................... mentioned by me In my af /ida 11 II, d a/ed .. ./f.._.LYl.iJ..8.,....!.9._':f._Jr....• 

Die obigjl t)''J!, Phj!, ograph len s ind Pholographlen 'desselblgtn_09£gSW..eAIFQ#P~ 
-----------·-·-··-···--!!_ .}..7 ..1. .. 110n mj r In mclncr eldesslull/ ldt t n Au.uage genannl, 

""/'"' '"- ,~~,!, 1-1'!'., _. Jaw 'lhdv rJ,., ;: I I . - _

-;j;;;-N;m. (vornameJ L~'dr~--
__lt::/1,H/PTSTl(/¼FU#/!M 

Rank (D le n.tgrad) 

.i..'.'Jl..JLir.iU-I} A /I. 
Organi:alfofl liurlnf El/el 01/endve 

E lnhe ll wtlll r end dea Elf tl-Elnsa lzes 

http:t2.JL~LJl.!�.1:L.lf


I, . .//1://1!$ .. E'R1~h ... c;'M«./2/e.,. .. .......... .. duly, bring firs / 
sworn,1/Ji"fJ' th ~· Jul/owi11~ "'ft;,f,pe11t uudl'f' nu th : 
/d t ..,-,y'J l;Jc./{~ ol!. l/11.Le___ . _ -· nnd11/e 111 Im mt mhl-
//lUJJig I l ngi :)l/1worn1 1ruufr, m adte die Jnlge 11 1/t A 11sM1gc 1111/er Ei,I 

f he 1:bu1•, lw,, 11horo.::rnrh.~ un· /Jho t o1;r n11h!. oj t lu· same Jl/.fl',,.,{&tJ.tt.f~~/,~'-8,._ 
1>1', S ; c/re.t me 'Iii IIL'tl IJJ• mr. 111 my n/Jtduvll, dalr,1 I f .MAIJ ~1Y'1 .• 

.4'A l/PT-:,l:@..A.f£(ltf~6.!?._ 
Rank (Drr 11&t,:r ad) 

.. fl.I? 1~,!,!_&__ P,,.£1' L. )fA'.,f, 
Orcanlzallon darln1 TJ;f 0/Jenslvt 
Elnhtft wdhrt nd du £(/d-Elnaat:ra 

mailto:l/PT-:,l:@..A.f�(ltf~6


r•.....f/11..N.:..........£...B.1<.1:1 ... 6-B v ti 1-- ~---- , btln1 /lr•I d•l1 

;:orn. _ 8&il/JHt.nf1: __ dalh .· ___ nachd,m ,,,, ,r,, r,,,,,-;:/Jk/he!t:ltflg _ _ _ _

,,,aJJ,, l! ingesd! woren wurde, muche die / 0l1ende Auua1e antu Eld 

The above two photog rap hs are photo1ropha of the .amt OREB ,5 TP B /11 E U I: H- RFR., 
...5.1...g.J/..t.£.B..~...-... ...... menlloned by me In my af/ldavll, duled.........J.L.. t.'J.../j fl . / f'f I,. . 

f 
Die 6l1"n u ,e/ Pholograp h't n s/nd Pholo1raphlen deutlblttn~(lt&H/:_t/_!/ll.£,€ 
_____________r._€.&,LA, ____ .., ___ ':JIIJ." .. von mir in mtlnt r tldeu lal/lldtu Aa,1a11 1111•11,,,,d,,,,,,,_ _1,r.HAll.i!. , , ",V-6 ___ . 

iwA'&-UfuWic 
Finl Nam, (VorHmd Lo,t Nk~ 

Rad (Olu1t1ra,J 

1'
1»&. h."' 4-ff AN. .. 

OrtHlztlt/0# ~~ £1/d -0//1111/,c 
J!l,ehtll wlhrrnd dt1 e1Jd·l!ln1al1.1, 
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• • TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 

1, WILLIA M R . l'J,.RL 

Al'O 633, 11 a 11 11 int c q , r1· lc r, li 11vi 11g hcen ,Inly 1worn, ,l,•i,o~•· 1111,I ahlf' 11 1111 llw att11d1rd E11g li• '1 t ru11~lntio11 ii 

11 l r ne • 111\ 11cr.11 ratc rf'ntle ring or lh ll Gerrn•n o rig inal or 1111: e t 1 t1•111enl ur 

OTTO WICHMA NN 

tnk t: 11 011 2~ January 1946 
ut Sd,,.,iiJ,i~rl, ll ull , Gcru111 11 y. 

J,efor c let Lt. WUliam R. PERL 

1·01ui11i11 g of 8 JJ11 gea, into English. 

I, th e tl c pom:111 , funlmr !ln le 111111 I s111:ak Gcrnum nrnl Engli!/1 lhu·u lly 11ml 11tn full ) 1r,1 11lificd w~ 1111 rx 1u•rt 

Germnn,Englisl, i11teq1rt'ler l,y rca5on o f the fo ll owi ug 11111, li fir11lio 111: 

1. Na tive tongue 1a Ge r man . 
2. I have spoken English tor twenty years. 
3 . I studied English for five years in school 1n VIENNA, Austria. 
4. I 11ved i n England from 1930- 31 and in 1938 . 
5 . I lived in the United S tates from Sep tember of 1940 until 

left the Un ited States with the Ameriosn Army in July of 1944. 
6 . Fr om February 1943 t o July 1944 I we e an instructor in the 

IPW Section of the Military Intelligence Train in g Center, Csap Ritchie, 
Maryland, and afte r c omin g oversees I have continued t o serve ae an 
interrogator o f prisoners end suspects, i n a capacity which always 
involved translation from German to English and vice versa. 

~~ U,:~r- fJ 
WILLIAM R , PERL , 0- 555149 

~ let Lt, , , M.I. , 
S worn • 1111 • ul"cril11:d lo 1,e fore me thi , I .3 ,,,, ..r ~ I -? Y j, 

al Sd..dil,isd, H• II , Cermu1y. 



• • 
I wu aeked today it I recalled any further detail• oonoern

iRg the nurder 01' the American P'# in Petit-Thier or conoerniDg 
aay other abootinga and I ,a.a r aqueated to write do& nerytbing 
elae that occurred to me. 

I therarora report the fol lowing conrormins to the truth s 

1. On the way to the scene of the •hooting I took the 
American PN ' a steel helmet off beolluse the prisoner was eo weak 
that we almost baa to carry h im. I used t his American steel 
helmet a few days tor waabing. · 

2 . I belien tba,; the American wld.eretood a little Gerrmn. 
When I took him to the CP , be appeared to be m:ire bopa ful than 
be did aftel' the interrogation. When I eeoort8d him into the 
woods, he g&Te the impretision 01 being completely broken down. 
It 1a possible that be already knew, from the interroga tion which 
bad been oonauctad in .mglhh , what awaited him. The prisoner 
died instani.ly. I observed fran the way b e collapsed, i.e., ae 
if etruck by lightning, thu my s hots had hit bis heart. I then 
looked at tbe bullet bolea too, from which i ti was apparent t bati two 
shots went through the heart. I could. also observe from bis life
l esaa.eea t hat the man was dead. J.e I baTe recalled since my lftet 
writ t en atetement, I did fire on e mo.1.·e shot into the head or the 
dead man fi"om v ery close range 0ecau.se the directive r equires 
that when somebody is ebot under orders, another last shot ie to 
be fired at c lose range , even lib.en the man •ho is to be shot ia 
dead anyhow. I s aw thati I hi t the J\.merican in the back 01' the 
bead. Nnertbeleea, when t his bullet bit him , h e did not move any 
more because he was already dead in any case. 

3. To the beat 01· my knowledge , be wae not buried by u.a when 
I rec eiTed the order to 'dig him in•. I sent a man , whose name I 
no longer remember, to the scene of the shooting. Thie man then 
returned and told me that be could not bury the corpae becauu the 
growid was frozen. 

4. I also remember that just before th e oftenahe, the fact 
that 1 thia time again, no prisoners are to be taken• was uniTeraally 
known in the Staoekom.iagnifl ( Hq Co. ) . 

I<9clare, in conformity with t he truth, t hat I was neTer 
present when s uch an order was read to our CCIDl)ao,y. 

I declared i n my oral inurrogation that I would. say so it 
any such f ormal. order had Deen read to me, 'in spite or my tear• • 
.A.no. I was asked why I should oe afraid to make this d.eclaration if 
h were true. I therefore dee ire to SEplain what I meant by tbu 1 
Since it •• uniYereally knoWII. in the Stabakoq,agnh (Hq Co) at the 
l SS Pz• .Hgt. that no prisoners were to be taken in this ottenaiTe, 
this order (or in case it was not a tormal order, ttmae ioatructiona 
for conduc t or directive) uno.ou0tedly come rrom the KomnaDdeur 
(Standa1· tentuehrer PEil-'ffiJ. .A.t !Mat h u:ust certainly be.Te been 
known io him th.at there waa general conurenion in the Sttt.oakompagnie 
(Bq Co) llt· thia Resiment about the tact that no prisoners would be 
taken in this ofhnahe. 

- l -
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• • 
I ad.mit openly that I am arraid ot' be ing persecuted and 

murdered by one or PEIPm'• follower• . il I aay aey-t bing against 
S tama.1:i;en.tueh.rer PJUi-ER. 

l!.Ter since my last statement I han, been afraid that one day 
when I am tree again , I will get a dagger in my back, because in 
conformity with the t ruth, I told that I receiTed the order trom 
Standa1·tentuehrer PEIP:at and Sturmbanntuebrer SICl{jiL to shoot the 
exhausted frozen AmaL'ican priaoner of war. I n order to be pe.i:feotly 
1rallk aocoL·ding to my own oonacience, I acted upon the order of 
PhIPER , because be waa the b1ghes1; ranking OJtioer in the place and 
he conducted the interrogation and the ordm.• clearly ensued with 
his UDU8L'Starxling. 

My re8J.· or ceing executed by one of 1.ho followers or PEIP.l!R 
~ a traitor is probably inc0111iPrebewu.0le t o the J.mericans , but 
I am certain that the same tear bolde many of my oam-adea back 
1'rom tell i ng the t ruth. 

Standartenfuehrer PEIPER 1a a well knotr11 and dyoamic person
ali ty. E¥"er since he took over the regi ment , I ha va known him and 
tha incredibla inl'luence which he 1a able to exe:i;oiea over men. Ir 
tha situation eTer changes in Germany and the occupation ends, 
PEIPER , who is a moat enthuaiaatio Nazi and a marked type Fuehrer 
oesides, will be ona 0 1· the grea t est per sonalities of the Fourth 
Reich. Then all or those who did not de ny all the aocuaations , and 
ot course, those who save him away, wil l be •bumped off• by hie 
people, 

I r E1Hmber, tor example , that on t he day that h W8.8 obvi ous 
to every SS lle.n that the war wu Unally loat, (it wu the day on 
which the death of t he .b'uebrer wM made known), Hauptaturmfuebrer 
SCHU.L.ZE said to me ana. my other comrades, •The Fuehrer is aead, out 
we will r a lly around our Ko.nmandeur. In t he futur e , we .IIIIJ.8t never 
get out of touch with him. We will cccdnu• th e work of tbs Fuehrer 
with Standart entuehrer PilPm as our leader, even af'ter t he war ia 
lost,• 

I d o no't know any mor e whether these were the exac t wortt., bu"t 
in any caa e , this was the aenae of the word.a, and thia declara"t ion 
is characteristic ot the a tt itud• of our regiment. J'urtbermore, in 
our cell in zu.wmu.wm, in whi ch ten of us were, it was generally 
said that he who makea a a t a t emen't a gain.at bis superior, is certain 
to oe punished for that one day by PEIPER and to diaappear. That 
1a wba't I meant when I s aid that I actually heard no f orm.al order to 
take no priaoners , and thu 1 would eay so in case I had beard a 
formal order, 1 in spite 01 no- fear.• 

5 . It furthe r occura to me that in the oamp at ZOFmHA.USEN, 
t h e word was circulated that Standartenruebre.1· PEIPER wu i ben too, 
and that be bad the fo llowing word.a passed ons t he1. we ahou.l.d say 
that POXl'SCHKl:. gave the order t o a hoot the Americana before .ENGi!.LS
DCIRJ', ror PuI«'SCHICE wu deed anyhow. I 11.0 l011ger know bow tbie 
meaaage oame to WI, I t is poaaible that t he men who fetc hed the 
food orought it. 

I awear oefore God that tbeae s tatezunta of mine c ont ain the 
pure and whole trut h ana nothing but the t ruth, and tha t they con
ta i n narythin& tha t I have recalled s ince my last i nterrogni on 
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• • 
about tour weeks ago. 'l'heee stateman:ta were made 't'"oluntaril.y
by me, uninfluenced by toroe, threats oL· promises, and were 
written in my OWll bandwri tiag. 

'IICHMl.NN Otto 
SS Unterscbartuehrer 
,anuary 23 , 1946 

Sworn to and auoeoribed before me thia 
23rd day of J'anuary, 1946 et Schwaebiaob 
Ball, lie.1:maqy. 

MILLIAII R. PERL 
lat Lt. 11,I. 0-:55249 
Imeatigator .Examiner 
War Cr ime• Branch 
U.-,F.E!r AllO 633 
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