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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: PAUL; John H. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 29 December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Captamn M E D I N A ' s  RTO. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING.  

PAUL r e c a l l e d  no t r a i n i n g  concerning t h e  Geneva 
conventions,  t h e  Rules of Land Warfare, o r  t h e  r egu la t ions  
concerning t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of  w a r  crimes (pg.55) .  He was 
t augh t ,  however, t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  suspec t s  i i imcdiate ly  and 
g e t  them t o  t h e  r e a r  if they had any s i g n i f i c a n t  information 
(pg. 5 5 ) .  I f  t h e  c i v i l i a n  populat ion had information as t o  
VC movement ar VC opera t ions ,  then  they would be handled t h e  
same way (pg. 5 6 ) .  He thought  he rece ived  t h i s  t r a i n i n g  i n  
H a w a i i  and Duc Pho and through experience (pgs. 57, 6 1 ) .  
Af te r  r e t u r n i n g  t o  LZ Dot t i e  he d i d  n o t  r ece ive  any f u r t h e r  
t r a i n i n g  on t h e  k n d l i n g  of PW's o r  de ta inees  (pg. 57). 
2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

PAUL remembered a memorial s e r v i c e  f o r  an i n d i v i d u a l  who 
had been k i l l e d ,  b u t  t h i s  w a s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  opera t ion  and d i d  
n o t  t ake  p lace  a t  LZ Dot t i e  (pg. 5 ) .  The person f o r  whom 
it was h e l d  was named WEBER; he had been k i l l e d  i n  February. 
The men had been d i s tu rbed  by t h e  minef i e ld  i n c i d e n t  and 
c e r t a i n  people were wa i t ing  f o r  an oppor tuni ty  t o  "equal ize 
t h e  s i t u a t i o n "  (pg. 6 ) .  I n  h i s  b r i e f i n g  t h e  n i g h t  before  t h e  
opera t ion  MEDINA explained t o  t h e  company t h a t  My Lai was a 
VC c o n t r o l l e d  area which had a VC b a t t a l i o n  working o u t  of 
it (pg. 3 ) .  The c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  were VC o r  VC 
suppor te r s  (pg. 3 ) .  C Company was t o  search  and des t roy  
My Lai (pg. 3 )  . PAUL i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e s e  remarks t o  mean t h a t  
t h e r e  would be  VC i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and they  were t o  be k i l l e d  
(pg. 5 ) .  MEDINA l e f t  t h e  impression t h a t  t h e r e  would only  be 
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enemy i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  5 ) .  However, PAUL d i d  n o t  t h i n k  
t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  were t o  be  k i l l e d  (pgs.  5 ,  1 0 )  , MEDINA 
informed t h e  men t h a t  t h e y  would be  outnumbered and t o l d  
them t o  expec t  any th ing  (pgs .  3 ,  1 0 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
MEDINA say ing  t h a t  t h e  hootches  were t o  be burned;  however, 
h e  d i d  s ay  they  w e r e  t o  be  des t royed  (pg.  3 0 ) .  The company 
had burned some hootches  i n  un inhab i t ed  v i l l a g e s ,  b u t  he 
cou ld  r e c a l l  no i n s t a n c e  where C Company had l e v e l e d  an 
i n h a b i t e d  p l a c e  (pg.  7)  . A f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h e  men d i s -
cussed  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t hey  had been g iven  (pg. 9 ) . T h e i r  
morale was good a l though  they  were somewhat wor r i ed  s i n c e  
t h i s  w a s  t h e i r  f i r s t  f i r e  f i g h t  (pg. 6 ) .  

3. THE ASSAULT O N M Y  L A I .  

a 
a. Landing and i n i t i a l  a s s a u l t .  

A s  t hey  came i n t o  t h e  a r e a  t h r e e  gunships  were 
f i r i n g  a heavy volume o f  suppres s ive  f i r e  (pgs .  1 0 ,  3 1 ) .  
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  he b e l i e v e d  he saw two uH-23 h e l i c o p t e r s  (pg. 3 1 ) .  3 
The doorgunner on PAUL'S  h e l i c o p t e r  f i r e d  from t h e  end o f  CV 
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p rep  u n t i l  t h e  t i m e  t h e  sh* landed (pgs .  36, 
3 7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  recal l  f i r i n g  by h e l i c o p t e r s  on t h e  second 
l i f t  (pg.  4 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  remember r e c e i v i n g  any h o s t i l e  
f i r e  a t  t h e  t ime o f  l and ing  o r  immediately t h e r e a f t e r  (pg.11). I 
On l and ing ;  t h e  command group which w a s  composed o f  MEDINA, 
MURRAY, MARTIN, KERN, PHU, ALAUX, WIDMER, and two e n g i n e e r s ,  
assumed a p o s i t i o n  on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  wh i l e  
t h e  f i r s t  and second p l a t o o n s  swept through (pgs. 11, 12)  . 
The w i t n e s s  marked t h i s  w i th  a ''1'' on E x h i b i t  P-72 (pg.  1 2 ) .  
This  was around 0800  (pg.  12 )  . A s  PAUL unders tood it t h e  
f i r s t  p l a toon  was on t h e  r i g h t ,  t h e  second p l a t o o n  on t h e  
l e f t ,  and t h e  t h i r d  p l a toon  was t o  mop-up (pg.  13) . 

b .  Act ions  o f  t h e  command group.  

The command group remained i n  p o s i t i o n  o u t s i d e  t h e  
v i l l a g e  f o r  approximately  an hour  (pg.  13)  . During t h i s  t i m e  
t h e  p l a toons  r e p o r t e d  t h e i r  p r o g r e s s  as they  moved through 
t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  1 3 ) .  PAUL could  n o t  r e c a l l  what t h e y  r e p o r t e d  
and d i d  n o t  remember t h a t  t h e i r  p rog res s  w a s  recorded-
(pgs .  13 ,  3 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l e c t  any r e p o r t  of  h o s t i l e  
f i r e  (pg. 13) . PAUL l e a r n e d  a f t e rwards  t h a t  whatever  VC 
had been i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  had moved o u t  p r i o r  t o  C Company's 
a r r i v a l  (pg ,  5 4 )  . Progres s  r e p o r t s  from t h e  p l a t o o n s  were 
based  on e s t i m a t e s  a s  t o  t h e i r  d i s t a n c e  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg. 37) 
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c. M E D I N A ' s  shoot ing o f  t h e  woman. 

PAUL accompanied MEDINA a s  MEDINA made h i s  way 
toward bodies  repor ted  by a h e l i c o p t e r  p i  l o t  (pg. 1 4 )  . 
They moved i n t o  t h e  r i c e  paddies west of t h e  v i l l a g e  
and came upon a group of t h r e e  o r  four  bodies  ly ing  f a c e  
down i n  t h e  r ice  paddies (pgs.  1 4 ,  15) . The group was 
composed of women who appeared t o  have been s h o t  by small  
arms f i r e  (pg. 15)  . They checked t h e  bodies  f o r  weapons and, 
a f t e r  f ind ing  none, turned  t o  leave  (pgs. 15, 1 6 )  . A s  they 
turned t h e i r  backs t o  t h e  bodies  one of them moved (pg. 1 6 )  . 
MEDINA turned and y e l l e d  "Oh my God, t h e  b a s t a r d  has a grenade" 
and f i r e d  a couple of rounds i n t o  it (pg. 1 6 ) .  PAUL d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  a  weapon, ammo box, o r  medical equipment 
on t h e  woman t h a t  MEDINA s h o t  (pg. 38) . She j u s t  had a few 
baske t s  l y i n g  next  t o  h e r  (pg. 3 8 )  . % 

d. f4oveinents wi th in  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

(1) Entry i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Af te r  t h e  woman w a s  s h o t ,  t h e  command group 
checked some o t h e r  p o s i t i o n s  f o r  weapons and moved back 
tcward the h s ~ . l e t  (pg. 17)  . ,zLr, hour had passed s i n c e  the  
company had f i r s t  a r r i v e d  (pg. 1 7 ) .  MEDINA moved i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  with t h e  t h i r d  platoon (pg. 1 7 )  . PAUL marked t h e  
p lace  where they en te red  t h e  v i l l a g e  wi th  a " 2 "  on Exhibi t  
P-72 (pg. 1 7 )  . By t h e  time they e n t e r e d  most of t h e  f i rs t  
and second p la toons  had a l ready gone through t h e  v i l l a g e  
and t h e  t h i r d  p la toon was mopping up (pg. 2 0 ) .  General ly ,  
t h e  command group moved around t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  hamlet 
on i t s  l e f t  s i d e  and n o t  through t h e  v i l l a g e  c e n t e r  (pgs. 18,  
6 4 ) .  Thei r  l i n e  of march would be a l i n e  drawn from t h e  
i n i t i a l  CP t o  p o i n t  "2" and then  back t o  p o i n t  "3"  (pg.64).  

( 2 )  PAUL'S observat ions  of  bodies .  

PAUL saw approximately 15 t o  20  bodies  of  
o l d e r  men, women, and c h i l d r e n  who had been k i l l e d  by s m a l l  
arms f i r e  s t r u n g  o u t  along t h e  t r i a l  (pg. 1 9 ) .  He marked 
t h i s  p lace  wi th  t h e  number "6"  on E x h i b i t  P-72 (pg. 76) .  
I n  a l l  he saw about 40  t o  50 bodies  o f  o l d e r  men, women, and 
c h i l d r e n  s c a t t e r e d  about t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 2 1 ) .  He d i d  no t  
r e c a l l  s ee ing  a d i t c h  with bodies  i n  it and d i d  no t  hear  
about such a d i t c h  from anyone e l s e  (pg. 23) .  Although he 
was n o t  aware of  what was going on whi le  i n  t h e  . v i l l a g e ,  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  s o  many women and c h i l d r e n  had been k i l l e d  r a i s e d  
q u i t e  a few ques t ions  i n  h i s  mind (pgs.  2 4 ,  25) . 
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(3)  Des t ruc t ion  seen  by PAUL. 

A s  he went through t h e  v i l l a g e  he  n o t i c e d  
l i v e s t o c k  be ing  k i l l e d  and hootches  be ing  burned (pg.  1 8 ) .  
PAUL r e c a l l e d  a c t u a l l y  s e e i n g  t h e  hootches  be ing  s e t  on 
f i r e  (pg.  31) . The m a j o r i t y  of  t h e  people  i n  t h e  company 
took p a r t  i n  t h i s  (pg. 3 1 ) .  Throughout t h e  morning t h e r e  
w a s  s p o r a d i c  au tomat ic  f i r e  from t h e  M-16 I s  (pgs .  33, 3 4 )  . 
I t  w a s  t h e  k a v i e s t  volume of  f i r e  t h a t  PAUL had e v e r  h e a r d  
t h e  company p u t  down (pg.  3 3 )  . 

PAUL'S conc lus ions  from what he had wi tnessed .  

PAUL knew t h a t  he had seen  an unusual  amount 
o f  bodies  i n  comparison wi th  o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s  on which he  
had been (pg. 3 4 ) .  H e  had t h e  impress ion t h a t  everyone 
moving o r  a l i v e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  was be ing  s h o t  (pg.  3 4 ) .  
H e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  MEDINA knew t h i s  a l s o .  However, MEDINA 
k e p t  h i s  conc lus ions  t o  h imse l f  (pg. 34) . 

e. CARTER i s  medevac ' d .  

A s  t hey  were moving down t h e  t r a i l  on which PAUL 
saw t h e  bod ie s  t hey  came upon CARTER who had a c c i d e n t a l l y  
s h o t  h imself  i n  t h e  f o o t  (pg.  1 9 )  . The group s topped  u n t i l  
a chopper came t o  p i c k  him up (pg.  1 9 )  . While w a i t i n g ,  PAUL 
n o t i c e d  a young boy running down t h e  t r a i l  where t h e  bod ie s  
w e r e  l y i n g  (pg. 2 0 ) .  One o r  two s h o t s  rang  o u t  and t h e  boy 
dropped (pg.  2 0 ) .  PAUL could n o t  t e l l  who had f i r e d  t h e  
s h o t s ,  b u t  t hey  came somewhere from h i s  r e a r  (pg.  2 0 ) .  H e  
saw no o t h e r  people  s h o t  down l i k e  t h i s  (pg.  2 1 )  . MEDINA 
w a s  t end ing  t o  CARTER o r  going through some hootches  i n  t h e  
immediate a r e a  and t h u s  was n o t  r i g h t  nex t  t o  PAUL a t  t h i s  
t ime (pgs .  20, 2 7 ) .  The boy d i d  n o t  appear  t o  be endanger ing 
t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  o r  t h e  people  around him (pg.  4 3 ) .  The 
w i t n e s s  marked t h e  approximate l o c a t i o n  where CARTER w a s  
wounded w i t h  a p o i n t  "4" on E x h i b i t  P-72 (pgs .  6 5 ,  66) . 

f .  MEDINA o r d e r s  t h e  f i r i n g  s topped.  

About 1 0 0 0  o r  1030 MEDINA orde red  t h e  f i r i n g  
s topped (pgs  . 25, 2 6 )  . The f i r i n g  t h a t  t hey  h e a r d  was coming 
from i n  f r o n t  o f  them some p l a c e  (pg.  2 2 ) .  A t  one p o i n t  
MEDINA had c a l l e d  CALLEY and asked what a l l  t h e  f i r i n g  w a s  
about ,  b u t  PAUL d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  CALLEY r e p o r t i n g  back (pg .22) . 
MEDINA p u t  o u t  t h e  message t o  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  t o  conserve  
ammunition which they  would need l a te r  on (pg.  2 6 ) .  There 
was no i m p l i c a t i o n  i n  MEDINA1s o r d e r  t o  s t o p  hur t ing-peop le  
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5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. Transmiss ions  concerning body counts  d u r i n g  t h e  
My Iai o p e r a t i o n .  

For  s e c u r i t y  reasons  body counts  were n o t  u s u a l l y  
r e p o r t e d  over  t h e  r a d i o  (pg. 2 7 ) .  MEDINA would g e t  t h e  
body count  a f t e rwards  by d i r e c t  correspondence between him-
s e l f  and h i s  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  (pgs .  27, 28) . I n  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n c e  he  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  o r  
o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  from t h e  p l a t o o n  came t o  t h e  CP (pg.  28) . 
The on ly  body count  t h a t  h e  could  remember be ing  r e p o r t e d  
t o  MEDINA du r ing  t h e  cou r se  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
body count  (pg. 2 8 ) .  Had MEDINA wanted t o  r e p o r t  t h i s  t o  
h i g h e r  headqua r t e r s  it would have gone over  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
n e t  (pg. 2 9 ) .  

b .  Transmiss ions  w i t h  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s  du r ing  t h e  
MY La i  o p e r a t i o n .  

PAUL c a r r i e d  t h e  r a d i o  f o r  t h e  company n e t  (pg.  3 0 ) .  
H e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s  w e r e  a l s o  o p e r a t i n g  
on t h i s  n e t  (pg. 30) .  The on ly  t r ansmis s ion  he  r e c e i v e d  
from t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s  was when they  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  
bod ie s  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy and marked them wi th  smoke (pg .30) .  

c .  PAUL'S assessment  o f  MEDINA. 

MEDINA was a good company commander and t h e  men 
s e r v i n g  under  him had a l o t  of conf idence  i n  and r e s p e c t  
f o r  him (pg.  3 5 ) .  Some d i d  n o t  l i k e  MEDINA because they  
cons idered  him q u i t e  a h a r d  i n d i v i d u a l  (pg.  3 5 ) .  H e  pushed 
ha rd  and expec ted  a l o t  o u t  o f  h i s  men (pg.  35 ) .  

d.  Miscel laneous.  

(1) The company d i d  n o t  have a mar i juana  problem 
(pg.  47) 

( 2 )  The on ly  people  t o  whom he spoke i n  Vietnamese 
were two l i t t l e  g i r l s  w i t h  whom t h e  company ate  when it broke  
f o r  lunch (pg.  57) . 

( 3 )  H e  d i d  n o t  have t h e  impress ion t h a t  t h e  men 
d i d  n o t  want t o  t a l k  about  My La i  (pg.  5 7 ) .  

( 4 )  H e  remembered some i n s t a n c e s  i n  which Vietnamese 
c a s u a l t i e s  had been s e n t  back on h e l i c o p t e r s  f o r  medical  
t r e a t m e n t  (pg. 6 2 .  
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(5) PAUL has n o t  been i n  touch with people from 
C Company since he l e f t  Vietnam (pg. 1 2 )  . 

e. PAUL'S opinion of why t h e  i n c i d e n t  occurred.  

PAUL bel ieved t h a t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  occurred 
because of  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  some of  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
i n  t h e  company gave t o  t h e  p reopera t iona l  b r i e f i n g  and 
because some i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h i n  t h e  company g o t  c a r r i e d  
away with what they  were doing (pg. 53) . 
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EXHIBIT 

NUMBER 


M-2 

M-3 

P-1 

P-6 

P-7 

-

-


-

P-11 


-

-

-

E X H I B I T S  

DESCRIPTION 
' 

MACV Card "Nine Rules" 

MACV Card "Enemy in 

Your Hands I' 


Aerial photo of My Lai 


Miscellaneous Scenes 


Miscellaneous Scene 


Miscellaneous Scene 


Miscellaneous Scene 


Miscellaneous Scene 


Miscellaneous Scene 


Miscellaneous Scene 


Miscellaneous Scene 


.Miscellaneous Scene 


NOTES
-

Wit had not seen. 


Wit had not seen. 
wit asked to 
annotate photo. 
Wit couLd not 
identify cards on 
amlefs. 


Wit identified man 

with "Penn" card 

on helmet as WIDMEF 


Wit identified him- 

.self in picture. 

Wit did not know 

man on CARTER'S 

right. 


Wit could not 

identify persons 

in picture with 

CARTEII. 

Showed CARTEK' s 

dus tof f . 

Wit was not sure 

if this showed . 


CARTER'S dustoff. 


Wit ident~tied as 

mortar platoon and 

identified 

personnel. 

Permanent structun: 

destroyed by 

company. 


1 

PAGES 


60 

60 

1 2  

69 


6 8  

6 8  

69 

69 


70 


7Q 
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70  

71 



EXHIBIT 
NUMBER 

P-18 


P-21 


P-23 


P-25 


P-36 


P-39 


P-41 


P-44 


P-56 


P-57 


P-60 


P-64 


P-66 


-

P-69 


-
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0900 hours ,  29 December 

1969.) 


MR WEST: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, 
COL MILLER, COL WILSON,  COL FRANKLIN, LTC PATTERSON, and M A J  
COOP. 

The nex t  wi tness  i s  M r .  John H .  PAUL. 

(MR John H .  PAUL, Berkeley 1 9 ,  Knobhill  Apartments, 
Blackwood, New J e r s e y ,  was sworn and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows :) 

0 

MR WEST: M r .  PAUL, before  we g e t  i n t o  any ques t ions  Colonel 
MILLER w i l l  g ive you some i n s t r u c t i o n s  concerning t h e  na tu re  
of t h e  hear ing .  

COL MILLFR: M r .  PAUL, t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d .  j o i n t l y  
by t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  
Army t o  determine t h e  f a c t s  and come up with f ind ings  and re-
commendations on two major . a r e a s :  

(1) t h e  adequacy of  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  made i n t o ,  and t h e  subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  
v i t h i n  t h e  chain of c o ~ m a n d ~  we now comr~onlyc a l l  t h eof what  
My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of  16 March 1968, and 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  o r  withholding of 
information by any persons who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  in fo r -
mation on t h i s  same My Lai i n c i d e n t .  

Although we do g e t  i n t o  some of t h e  f a c t s  and c i r -  
cumstances of what happened a t  My L a i ,  our main purpose i s  n o t  
t o  look i n t o  a l l  of t h e  d e t a i l s  of what happened a t  My Lai, b u t  
is  d i r e c t e d  t o  those two main purposes which I j u s t  mentioned. 

We have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and have read 
p r i o r  s ta tements  made by you and o t h e r  wi tnesses  i n  o t h e r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  such as  t h e  I G  and C I D  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  You 
have a l ready been sworn. We w i l l  t a k e  your testimony under 
oa th .  A verbatim record w i l l  be  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  t a p e  
recording.  

The genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of our  r e p o r t  w i l l  be 
c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  however, t h e r e  is a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  some o r  
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a l l  of t h e  tes t imony t h a t  i s  t aken  h e r e  may a t  some l a t e r  
t ime become a  m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

I b e l i e v e  t h a t  you a r e  under t h e  o r d e r  of  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  ca se  of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Ca l ley .  
You r e c e i v e d  a n o t i c e  concerning t h e  Cal ley  c a s e ,  d i d  you 
n o t ?  

A. Y e s .  

COL MILLER: With r e s p e c t  t o  your  tes t imony t o  u s ,  w e  do re-
q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  t h e  tes t imony t h a t  you g i v e  h e r e  
today w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i tnes ses  f o r  t h i s  inves-  
t i g a t i o n ,  excep t  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  a 
competent j u d i c i a l ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body o r  
t r i b u n a l .  An examyle f o r  t h a t  would b e ,  of  c o u r s e ,  an  
A r t i c l e  32b p r e - t r l a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  a case  o r  b e f o r e  a 
cou r t -mar t i a l  o r  some government body. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  your  
tes t imony h e r e  i n  no way a f f e c t s  t h e  o r d e r  which you have 
been g iven  i n  t h e  Cal ley  ca se  by t h e  t r i a l  counse l  a c t i n g  
a t  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge. And f u r t h e r ,  your  
tes t imony h e r e  i s  p e r m i s s i b l e  w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  t h e  o r d e r s  
g iven  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge. I f  you had a concern whether  
you could t e s t i f y  h e r e  and v i o l a t e  t h a t ,  t h e  answer is  no,  
you a r e  n o t  v i o l a t i n g  it. 

Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  on any of  t h e s e  t h i n g s ?  

A. No, sir. 

MR WEST: M r .  PAUL, w e  ve ry  much a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming 
h e r e  t o  t e s t i f y  a t  t h i s  i n q u i r y .  A s  Colonel  MILLER i n d i c a t -
e d ,  w e  a r e  n o t  looking  i n t o  t h e  c r i m i n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  
any i n d i v i d u a l .  That  i s  n o t  ou r  problem. We a r e  looking  
i n t o  t h e  command a s p e c t s  of t h i s  t h i n g ,  t o  s e e  whether  
t h e r e  was adequate  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  t h e  t ime and see wheth-
er  t h e r e  was any coverup.  You may r e c a l l  t h a t  when t h e  
p u b l i c i t y  f i r s t  s t a r t e d  i n  November on t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  
t h a t  t h e r e  was a lmost  immediately an a s s e r t i o n ,  because t h e  
m a t t e r  had n o t  been known g e n e r a l l y  f o r  over  a y e a r  and a 
h a l f ,  t h a t  t h e r e  had been a coverup by t h e  Army. This  i s  
one of t h e  main reasons  t h a t  General  PEERS was appoin ted  
as i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  t o  look i n t o  t h i s .  And t h a t  i s  
one of ou r  p r i n c i p a l  o b j e c t i v e s ,  t o  determine whether  t h e r e  
was a coverup. 
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A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  we may do ou r  job 
p r o p e r l y ,  w e  need t o  know e x a c t l y  what happened ~t My Lai  ( 4 )  
on t h e  morning of 16 March 1968. Th i s  has  become a  m a t t e r  of 
g r e a t  concern t o  t h e  e n t i r e  count ry .  I t  has  had i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
r epe rcuss ions .  So it i s  q u i t e  impor t an t  t h a t  w e  determine a s  
b e s t  w e  can what happened t h a t  morning. We know from your  
s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  you gave t o  Colonel  WILSON i n  June of  t h i s  y e a r  
t h a t  you were t h e r e ,  and t h a t  you have s i g n i f i c a n t  i n fo rma t ion  
i n  de te rmin ing  what happened t h e r e .  For t h a t  r ea son ,  a l s o ,  
w e  are ve ry  p l ea sed  t h a t  you could be h e r e  t h i s  morning t o  
t a l k  t o  us.  I would l i k e  t o  ask you f i r s t  about  t h e  b r i e f -  
i n g  of t h e  company on t h e  day b e f o r e  t h e  a s s a u l t ,  on t h e  1 5 t h  
o f  March, 1968. Could you t e l l  us about  t h e  b r i e f i n g  w i t h  
Captain  MEDINA? 

A. Well ,  about  dusk w e  w e r e  c a l l e d  t o g e t h e r  more o r  
less i n  a company format ion ,  and Capta in  MEDINA exp la ined  t o  
us t h a t  t h i s  w a s  VC-controlled a r e a  and t h a t  t h e r e  was a VC 
b a t t a l i o n  occupying and working o u t  o f  t h i s  a r e a ;  and t h a t  
t h e  c i v i l i a n  popu la t ion  l i v i n g  i n  t h i s  a r e a  were VC sympath-
i z e r s  o r  VC s u p p o r t e r s ,  and w e  w e r e  t o  go i n t o  t h i s  a r e a ,  
and w e  were t o  expec t  a lmost  any th ing ,  and we w e r e  t o  s ea rch  
and d e s t r o y  t h e  a r e a .  

Q - Did anybody else b r i e f  you b e s i d e s  Captain  MEDINA? 

A. No. 

Q. H e  gave bo th  t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  and t h e  p l a n  o f  
t h e  a s s a u l t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. I n  connec t ion  w i t h  h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  go i n  and 
s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  t h e  a r e a ,  d i d  he  go i n t o  d e t a i l  about  how 
t h i s  w a s  t o  be c a r r i e d  o u t ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can remember. W e  w e r e  j u s t  t o l d  w e  
would be  a i r l i f t e d  i n ,  and w e  w e r e  supposed t o  move through 
t h e  hamlet  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s e a .  

Q. Did he t a l k  about  bu rn ing  t h e  houses ,  k i l l i n g  t h e  
l i v e s t o c k ,  d e s t r o y i n g  food,  f o r  example? 

A. I b e l i e v e  so .  
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Q W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  want t o  sugges t  any th ing  t o  you. 60 
you r e c a l l  t h i s  t o  your  knowledge? 

A. Not r i g h t  o f f ,  b u t  t h i s  had u s u a l l y  been t h e  gen-
e r a l  procedure  more o r  less. I f  we thought  t hey  had unusual  
s t o r a g e s  of  food,  t hen  p o r t i o n s  of t h i s  would be des t royed .  

Q Was it .customary t o  burn t h e  hootches  when you 
went through a hamlet  o r  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I n  some i n s t a n c e s .  

Q. somet imes?  

A. Yes. 

Q What was your  du ty  assignment a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  M r .  
PAUL? 

RTO . 
W e l l ,  you w e r e  Capta in  MEDINA'  s RTO? 

Company n e t .  

Q .  On t h e  company n e t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q - For Captain  MEDINA? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q - What w a s  your  grade a t  t h e  t ime? 

Q - T o  r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  when you t e s t i f i e d  
b e f o r e  Colonel  WILSON back i n  June  you made t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  i n  
response t o  a q u e s t i o n :  

"Captain  MEDINA b r i e f e d  us a t  LZ D o t t i e .  I t h i n k  
it was t h e  evening p r i o r  t o  l eav ing .  And what I remember him 
say ing  was,  he had r ece ived  o r d e r s  t o  go i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  and 
t h a t  he was t o l d  a l l  t h e  pe r sonne l  i n  t h i s  area were e i t h e r  
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V i e t  Cong o r  V i e t  Cong sympath izers ,  and t h a t  w e  were t o  move 
through and l e v e l  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d e s t r o y  i t . "  

I read  t h i s  t o  you, M r .  PAUL, p a r t i c u l a r l y  because 
of t h a t  p a r t  of it which i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Captain  MEDINA had re-
ce ived  o r d e r s  t o  go i n  and l e v e l  t h e  v i l l a g e  and d e s t r o y  it. 
Do 'you remember h i s  making t h a t  s t a t emen t?  

A. Yes. 

Q Then Colonel  WILSON asked you t h i s  q u e s t i o n :  "Did 
h i s  b r i e f i n g  include--when he s a i d  ' d e s t r u c t i o n , '  d i d  it i n -
c lude  j u s t  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  O r  d i d  it i n c l u d e  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s ? "  

And you answered: "Well,  from what--from how I 
i n t e r p r e t e d  h i s  b r i e f i n g ,  when he  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  would be  VC 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  V i e t  Cong, I unders tood them t o  be a n n i h i l a t e d ,  . 

k i l l e d .  " 

Did h e  say, t h a t ? -

A. H e  d i d n ' t  come r i g h t  o u t  and say  it i n  t hose  words, 
b u t  t h a t ' s  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  I unders tood from what he  s a i d .  

Q T h i i a g a i n  i s ,  of c o u r s e ,  a very  impor t an t  p o i n t ,  
whether Captain  MEDINA conveyed t h e  thought  t h a t  everybody i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e  should be k i l l e d .  Was t h i s  your  impress ion  from 
t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. No, j u s t  t h a t  t h e r e  were V i e t  Cong i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. J u s t  VC? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. You d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  it extended t o  c i v i l i a n s  o r  
noncombatants? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q Do you remember a memorial s e r v i c e  h e l d  r i g h t  
around t h e  t i m e  of  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  f o r  a member o f  t h e  company 
who had been k i l l e d ?  

A. There was one e a r l i e r - - i t  w a s  n o t  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u -
l a r  LZ--for an i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  had been k i l l e d .  

' 
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Q. Could it have been NEBER? 

A. Y e s .  

Q - W e  have been t o l d  t h a t  he  was t h e  f i r s t  man of 
t h e  company t o  be k i l l e d  a f t e r  t h e  b r igade  came o v e r  t o  
Vietnam. This  was perhaps  i n  February? 

A. Y e s .  

Q You d o n ' t  redall  any s e r v i c e  r i g h t  b e f o r e  t h e  
b r i e f i n g  then?  

Q What was t h e  mood of  t h e  men i n  t h e  company a t  
t h i s  t i m e ,  a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  evening and b e f o r e  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n ?  Do you recal l  t h i s ?  

A.  I would say  t h a t  t hey  were i n  a. good frame o f  
mind, maybe a l i t t l e  b i t  worr ied  a s  t o  what t o  e x p e c t  t h e  
nex t  day. I ' d  s a y ,  g e n e r a l l y ,  t h a t  t h e i r  morale was good. 

Q I t  had b-een i n d i c a t e d  t o '  us t h a t  t h i s  w a s  perhaps
t h e  f i r s t  t ime they  expec ted  t o  go up a g a i n s t  a s t r o n g  oppo-
s i t i o n .  Does t h i s  f i t  i n  w i th  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A .  Yes. 

Up t o  t h i s  t ime ,  had they  been involved  i n  a 
-/

Q 
r e a l .  f i r e  f i g h t  w i th  t h e  VC? 

A .  - No, n o t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

COL FRANKLIN: Your company had taken  a l o t  of mines and booby 
t r a p s ,  y e t  they  h a d n ' t  been i n  a r e a l  f i r e  f i g h t .  What e f f e c t  
d i d  t h i s  have on t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  people  of  t h e  company? I 
a m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  a t t i t u d e  towards Vietnamese, toward t h e  
people  who were s e t t i n g  up t h e s e  booby t r a p s .  What k ind  of 
t a l k  was going around t h e  company? What were t h e  s o l d i e r s  
say ing?  

A. Well ,  I guess  you could  say  t h a t  t hey  were a l i t t l e  
b i t  d i s t u r b e d  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  I imagine c e r t a i n  people  
might have been w a i t i n g  f o r  an oppor tun i ty  t o  s o r t  of  e q u a l i z e  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  
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Q How d i d  you f e e l ?  You w e r e  t h e  one .who took t h e s e  
r e p o r t s  ove r  t h e  companq n e t .  You were i nvo lved  i n  a l l  t h i s .  
What were your  pe r sona l  f e e l i n g s ?  

A. I was q u i t e  upse t  about  t h e  whole m e s s .  I had 
l o s t  a couple  o f  f r i e n d s .  

COL WILSON: M r .  PAUL, l e t  me ask you a q u e s t i o n  about p re -
v ious  o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  have had a l o t  of r e f e r e n c e s  t o  burn ing  
v i l l a g e s .  Now, I am t r y i n g  t o  de te rmine  when you speak of 
burn ing  v i l l a g e s ,  do you mean burn ing  t h e  e n t i r e  v i l l a g e  o r  
a r e  you t a l k i n g  about  burn ing  s e l e c t i v e  p l a c e s  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

I/ I n  t h e  p a s t  i n  any C Company o p e r a t i o n s ,  have t h e r e  been 
e n t i r e  v i l l a g e s  burned? 

A. I f  w e  would come a c r o s s  a v i l l a g e  t h a t  was unin-
h a b i t e d ,  t h e n  w e  would burn it. They a r e  t h e  on ly  i n c i d e n t s  
t h a t  I can remember. 

Q The whole v i l l a g e  was burned? 

A. Right .  

Q- What percentage-- in  t h e  sweeps and o p e r a t i o n s  
you p a r t i c i p a t e  i n ,  what was t h e  percen tage  of v i l l a g e s  t h a t  
were i n h a b i t e d  ve r sus  t h e  percen tage  t h a t  w e r e  un inhabi ted?  

A. I suppose it would be about  maybe f o u r  t o  one,  
f o u r  v i l l a g e s  i n h a b i t e d  t o  one un inhab i t ed .  

Q. And t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  we a r e  r e f e r r i n g  i s  n o r t h  
of t h e  P i n k v i l l e  complex? North of  t h e  r i v e r ,  up i n  your 
normal o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a ?  

A. Well ,  when I say  f o u r  t o  one,  I w a s  cons ide r ing  
a l s o  t h e  v i l l a g e s  w e  had gone through i n  t h e  Duc Pho a r e a  
du r ing  o u r  f i r s t  f e w  weeks i n  count ry .  

Q. You know of no i n c i d e n t s  i n  t h e  p a s t  where C 
Company had l e v e l e d ,  and I mean l e v e l e d ,  a v i l l a g e  where 
i n h a b i t a n t s  had l i v e d ?  

A. No. 

Q - Your r eco rds  show t h a t  you w e r e  h o s p i t a l i z e d  i n  
Chu L a i ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  w a s  5 A p r i l  68 .  What w a s  t h a t  f o r ?  
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A. Dysentery,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q - How long  w e r e  you t h e r e ?  

A. Three days a t  t h e  most.  

Q And t h a t  d a t e  was 5 A p r i l  1968? 

A. W e l l ,  a c t u a l l y ,  I was i n  Chu La i  t w i c e .  

Q I t h i n k  t h a t  you t o l d  me b e f o r e  t h a t  you spoke 
Vietnamese, t h a t  you l e a r n e d  it i n  Hawaii b e f o r e  going over?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q Did you have much of  an oppor tun i ty  t o - speak t o  
Vietnamese i n  t h i s  a r e a  of  o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. This  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t ,  no. 3 

Well,  I d o n ' t  want t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  y e t .  CY
Q -
I a m  , t r y i n g  t o  determine your a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  Vietnamese 
s i n c e  you spoke t h e  language.  Did you f e e l  t h a t  your  a t t i t u d e  
toward t h e  Vietnamese was any d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r  Americans 
i n  C Company? 

A. I t  might have been,  yes .  I was a l i t t l e  b i t  more 
c l o s e  t o  them than  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  would be,. 

Did you know s e r g e a n t  PHU?Q 

A. Yes, I d i d .  

Q Did you t a l k  t o  him very  o f t e n ?  

A. Yes. 

Q Did you know Sergeant  MINH? 

A .  No, I d i d n ' t .  

LTC PATTERSON: During what p e r i o d s  of t i m e  d i d  you a c t  as 
Captain  M E D I N A ' s  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r ?  From t h e  t ime you came t o  
Vietnam? 

. 8  
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A. Yes. 


Q - U n t i l  approximately when? 


A. Captain MEDINA assumed a p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  r e a r .  


Q =  Was t h a t  March, Apr i l ,  o r  May, do you know? 


A. I would say probably t h e  end of A p r i l  o r  t h e  
beginning of May. 

Q. Four o r  f i v e  months? 

A. Yes. 

Q. A f t e r  the  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  Captain MEDINA gave you 
on t h e  15th of March, do you r e c a l l  whether t h e  men were 
d i scuss ing  t h e  o rde r s  and the  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  had been 
given dur ing  t h e  evening? 

A. General ly ,  we were t a l k i n g  about what we could 
expect  t h e  next  day. 

Q - Did t h i s  b r i e f i n g  seem t o  be any d i f f e r e n t  than 
t h e  usual  b r i e f i n g s ?  

A. Not n e c e s s a r i l y .  Usually on b i g  opera t ions  Captain 
MEDINA would p u l l  t h e  company toge the r  and g ive  us a b r i e f i n g ,  
a genera l  i d e a  of what t o  expect  t h e  next  day. 

Q. Was t h i s  supposed t o  be a b i g  opera t ion?  

A.  Yes. 


Q - How d i d  you know t h a t ?  


A. From what we were t o l d  t o  expect .  


Q *  What was t h a t ?  


A. That most l i k e l y  t h e r e  would be a VC b a t t a l i o n  i n  
t h i s  a r e a .  

Q - What were t h e  odds as far a s  numbers? 
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A.  We were supposed t o  be  outnumbered. 

MR WEST: From t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  took p l a c e  t h a t  evening ,  
was anyth ing  s a i d  about  what you were supposed t o  do t h e  nex t  
day i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. F i r s t ,  t o  move through t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  
d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  s e a .  

Q- Can you r e c a l l  any th ing  t h a t  was s a i d  by any of  t h e  
men t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t hey  thought  t hey  were supposed t o  k i l l  a l l  
the i n h a b i t a n t s  of  t h e  hamlet?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing  o f  t h a t  n a t u r e  be ing  
s a i d  t h e  evening b e f o r e .  

Q Now, on t h e  n e x t  morning, were you i n  t h e  same 
h e l i c o p t e r  as  Captain  MEDINA? 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o .  I c o u l d n ' t  s ay  $or  s u r e .  

Q - W e  have had tes t imony t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  h i t  t h e  
l and ing  zone about 0730 i n  t h e  morning. Would you p l e a s e  de-
s c r i b e  what you d i d  from t h e  t i m e  you landed t h e r e  a t  t h e  
l and ing  zone? 

A. When we landed ,  t h e r e  w a s  a suppres s ive  base  of  
f i r e  p u t  down. The gunships  were s t i l l  p u t t i n g  down a f a i r l y  
heavy volume of  f i r e .  

Q. Where w a s  t h i s  f i r e  going? 

A. - I suppose on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q M r .  PAUL, you have i n  f r o n t  of  you an a e r i a l  photo-
graph of t h e  a r e a  of My Lai  ( E x h i b i t  P-1) and t h e  immediate 
v i c i n i t y  and I show you he re  a  1:25,000 s c a l e  map ( E x h i b i t  MAP-4) 
which a l s o  shows t h e  hamlet  of  My L a i .  (MR WEST p o i n t s  o u t  a r e a s  
on bo th  maps t o  t h e  w i t n e s s . )  Does t h i s  look f a m i l i a r  t o  you? 

A. Y e s .  

Q DO you recognize  t h e  hamlet  on t h e  aer ia l  photograph? 
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A. Yes. 

Q - Now, our  evidence has it t h a t  t h e  landing  zone 
f o r  Char l i e  Company was immediately west of My Lai ( 4 )  i n  
t h e  r i c e  paddy. When you spoke of suppress ive  f i r e ,  where 
t h e  members of t h e  1st and 2d Platoon landed and moved 
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d id  they a l s o  l a y  down some f i r e ?  

A. Yes, they d id .  

Q Did you rece ive  any f i r e  a t  t h e  time of landing 
o r  immediately t h e r e a f t e r ,  h o s t i l e  f i r e ?  

A. Actua l ly ,  I think it was kind of hard t o  t e l l  
because t h e  volume of our  base of f i r e  was so  g r e a t ,  it 
was kind of hard t o  d i s t i n g u i s h .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  who a l l  was with you i n  t h i s  command 
group? 

A. There was Captain MEDINA, myself ,  MURRAY, MARTIN,  
KERN I b e l i e v e ,  and a r t i l l e r y  FO.. .. 
Q. Is t h a t  Lieutenant  ALATJX? 

A. Right. 

A. I b e l i e v e  Sergeant  PHU was with us ,  and we had 
a medic.... 

Q - BAKER? 

A. Yes. WIDMER was with us. 

Q. Did you have an engineer  w i t h  you a t  t h e  time? 

A. I th ink  we had two engineers  wi th  us  a t  t h i s  time. 

Q. Do you remember t h e i r  names? 

A. N o ,  I don ' t .  

Q. How about somebody from t h e  mortar  platoon? 

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

A.J. 
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Q Does t h e  name MARONEY mean anyth ing  t o  you? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  a MARONEY w a s  w i t h  you t h a t  
morning? 

A. H e  w a s  i n  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
him moving wi th  t h e  command group. 

Q Have you t a l k e d  t o  anybody i n  t h e  command group 
s i n c e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  took p l ace?  Since you were i n  Vietnam? 
Have you t a l k e d  t o  Capta in  MEDINA, f o r  example? 

A. No, I h a v e n ' t .  

Q You h a v e n ' t  been i n  touch wi th  t h e  o l d  bunch? 

A. No. 

Q Could you d e s c r i b e  t h e  movements of  t h e  command 
group r i g h t  a f t e r  you landed? ,..' 

A. Right  a f t e r  we landed ,  t h e  command group assumed 
t h e  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q *  Could you mark on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph ( E x h i b i t  P-1) 
where t h e  command group took up i t s  f i r s t  p o s i t i o n ?  J u s t  mark 
a 1 on t h e r e  w i t h  a c i r c l e  around it. 

A. . I t  would probably b e  somewhere r i g h t  h e r e  (marking 
on t h e  a e r i a l  photo which was l a t e r  admi t ted  i n t o  evidence as 
E x h i b i t  P - 7 2 ) .  

Q. bout what t i m e  would t h i s  be? 

A. E igh t  o 'c lock--a  q u a r t e r  a f t e r  e i g h t .  

Q J u s t  go ahead and t e l l  us what occur red  a f t e r  t h a t  
as you observed i t ,  

A .  W e  took a p o s i t i o n  ,on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
wh i l e  t h e  1st and 2d P la toon  moved on i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
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Q W e  w e r e  t o l d  t h a t  t h e  1st P la toon  w a s  on t h e  
r i g h t  and t h e  2d P la toon  on t h e  l e f t .  They were t o  
sweep through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h e  3d Pla toon  was t o  move 
a long and mop up a f t e rwards .  

A. Y e s .  

Q- How long  d i d  you remain a t  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. Approximately an hour .  

Q. During t h i s  t i m e ,  w e r e  you g e t t i n g  much t r a f f i c  
ove r  t h e  company n e t ?  

A. Y e s ,  w e  were. 

Q- Can you r e c a l l  some of  t h e  messages t h a t  went 
back and f o r t h ?  I t a k e  it t h a t  you w e r e  i n  communication w i t h  
L ieu tenan t  CALLEY and L ieu tenan t  BROOKS? 

. .
A. Right .  

Q And Lieu tenan t  LACROSS from t h e  3d P la toon?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- Can you r e c a l l  some o f  t h e  messages t h a t  went 
back and f o r t h ?  

A. J u s t  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  movement of  t h e  p l a t o o n s  
through t h e  v i l l a g e .  They were r e p o r t i n g  t h e i r  p rog res s  
i n  moving through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Can you r e c a l l  some o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  t hey  re-
por t ed?  

A. No, I c a n ' t .  

Q= Were t h e r e  any r e p o r t s  of  r e s i s t a n c e  , running i n t o  
h o s t i l e  f i r e ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can recal l  now. 

Q. During t h i s  t ime  wh i l e  you w e r e  a t  t h i s  i n i t i a l  
p o s i t i o n ,  d i d  Capta in  MEDINA l e a v e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t o  go o u t  and 
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pick up a weapon? We have had some testimony t o  t h i s  e f f e c t .  
Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  ' episode? 

A. Right ,  t h e  chopper p i l o t s  were dropping smoke 
grenades ' in  p o s i t i o n  where they f e l t  i n d i v i d u a l s  may have 
been k i l l e d  with weapons. We were moving through t h e  r i c e  
paddies checking these  out .  

Q - Captain MEDINA has appeared here  a s  a wi tness ,  and 
he t o l d  us t h a t  he rece ived  a r e p o r t  from t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  t h a t  
t h e r e  were two VC with weapons k i l l e d  r i g h t  ou t s ide  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
He s e n t  some men over  t o  recover t h e  weapons and he subsequently 
s e n t  two o t h e r  p a r t i e s  ou t  on about t h e  same mission. A l i t t l e  
l a t e r  he s t a t e d  t h a t  he go t  a message from Major CALHOUN of Task 
Force Barker,  informing him t h a t  a h e l i c o p t e r  was marking with 
smoke a  l o c a t i o n  where some weapons could be picked up. Captain 
MEDINA went on t o  say t h a t  he had nobody e l s e  s e n t  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  
s o  he decided t o  go h imsel f .  He s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  where 
t h e  weapons were supposed t o  be was about 400 t o  500 meters from 
h i s  p o s i t i o n  and t h a t  he d i d  go over  t h e r e  and check f o r  t h e  
weapons. Do you r e c a l l  going with him on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  l i t t l e  
mission? 

A. Yes. 

Q - Would you descr ibe  what happened p lease?  

A. We moved through t h e  paddies u n t i l  w e  came upon 
t h e  bodies.  

Q. Can you l o c a t e  t h a t  s p o t  on t h e  photograph? 

A. - No, I c a n ' t .  I t  i s  hard  t o  say exac t ly  where it 
would be. 

Q Was it  back ou t  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies somewhere? 

A. Yes, it was. 

n 
Y Was it west of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I f  I r e c a l l ,  I would probably say it was some-
where i n  t h i s  a r e a  (po in t ing  t o  a e r i a l  photograph).  
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Q - The s c a l e  of t h e  photograph i s  1 inch  equa l s  about 
100 meters. You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  would have been about 150 
t o  200 meters  sou th  of  t h e  command g r o u p ' s  p o s i t i o n  which has  
been marked as p o i n t  1. Would t h a t  be about r i g h t ?  

A .  I t h i n k  t h a t  we had moved around on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  
of t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  a  sma l l  degree .  

Q. By t h i s  t i m e  you had moved away from your  i n i t i a l  
p o s i t i o n ?  

A. Y e s .  W e  had checked a few o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s  o u t  a l s o .  

Q I see. But t h i s  p l a c e  where Captain  MEDINA went 
was i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies  t o  t h e  w e s t  of t h e  hamlet .  Would you 
say  it was g e n e r a l l y  on t h e  sou thwes t  co rne r  o f  t h e  hamlet? 
Would you t e l l  us what occur red  t h e r e ,  p l e a s e ?  

A. We came upon a s m a l l  group of  bod ie s  l y i n g  f a c e  
down i n  t h e  rice paddies .  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  o r  f o u r .  

Q. Could you d e s c r i b e  them? 

A .  I t  appeared t h a t  t hey  had been shot, n o t  a t  c l o s e  
range.  There was n o t  real m u t i l a t i o n  of  t h e  b o d i e s ,  j u s t  
r e g u l a r  wounds. 

Q - By s m a l l  arms f i r e  you mean? 

A. Y e s .  ., 

Q- Were t h e y  a l l  men, o r  men and women? Were t h e r e  
any c h i l d r e n ?  

A. I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  group,  I t h i n k  t h e y  w e r e  most ly  
women. 

Q. But you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y ?  

A. No. 

Q. What happened a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. W e  checked t h e  bod ie s  ove r  and c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  any 
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weapons. Af te r  we were convinced t h a t  they d i d n ' t  have any 
weapons we s t a r t e d  t o  move on. J u s t  a s  we had s t a r t e d  turn-
i n g  our backs t o  t h e  bodies l y i n g  on t h e  ground, one of them 
moved. That i s  when Captain MEDINA wheeled around and put  a 
couple of s lugs  i n t o  one of t h e  bodies ly ing  on the  ground. 

Q I wish you would go back over t h i s  c a r e f u l l y ,  M r .  
PAUL. Captain MEDINA t o l d  of t h i s  i n c i d e n t  bu t  h i s  r eco l l ec -
t i o n  was tha t - - I  g o t  t h e  impression t h a t  t h e  person who moved 
and whom he s h o t  l a t e r  on was some d i s t a n c e  removed from t h e  
t h r e e  bodies.  Now I may have misunderstood Captain MEDINA. 
You a r e  s u r e  t h a t  it was one of t h e  t h r e e  t h a t  you saw l y i n g  
face  down t h a t  moved and t h a t  he turned  around and s h o t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q Captain MEDINA t o l d  us t h i s  was a woman. Does t h i s  
f i t  i n  w i t h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A.  Yes. 

Q. How c l o s e  were you t o  Captain MEDINA a t  t h i s  
time? 

A.  I was s tanding  r i g h t  next  t o  him. 

Q Could you s e e  t h e  movement of the  person? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  I had my back toward t h e  bodies  
on t h e  ground. I turned around j u s t  a s  Captain MEDINA s t a r t e d  
y e l l i n g  something. 

Q - * YOU d o n ' t  remember what he s a i d  do you? 

A. Something l i k e ,  "Oh my God, t h e  b a s t a r d  has  go t  
a grenade! " o r  something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  

Q What occurred nex t ,  M r .  PAUL? 

A. Well, t h e  woman was k i l l e d ,  and from what I can 
r e c a l l ,  I d i d n ' t  s toop down t o  check t h e  body. What Captain 
MEDINA d i d ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e i t h e r .  

Q Did you move back t o  t h e  hamlet a f t e r  t h i s ?  
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A. We may have checked a few o t h e r  p o s i t i o n s  out  be-
f o r e  moving i n t o  t h e  hamlet. 

Q . When you say you checked out  some o t h e r  p o s i t i o n s ,  
what d i d  you do? 

A. Checked f o r  weapons. 

Q. Looking f o r  weapons ? 

A. Yes. 

Q e  Were you checking bodies  o r  j u s t  l o c a t i o n s  looking 
f o r  weapons? 

A. Checking bodies .  

Q. Where was t h e  3d Platoon a t  t h i s  t ime? Had 
they s t a r t e d  through t h e  hamlet y e t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  I th ink  t h a t  t h e  3d Platoon 
was i n  t h e  r e a r .  We would probably have been moving i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  with t h e  3d Platoon. 

Q. Then i n i t i a l l y ,  a s  I understand you, t h e  command 
group took up a p o s i t i o n  a t  the  edge of t h e  hamlet. You moved 
around t o  s e v e r a l  l o c a t i o n s  checking f o r  weapons. You had t h i s  
i n c i d e n t  w i t h  t h e  woman t h a t  Captain MEDINA s h o t .  What occurred 
a f t e r  t h i s ?  This must have taken an hour,  do you th ink?  

A. I would say a good p o r t i o n  of an hour ,  yes. 

Q What happened a f t e r  t h i s ?  

A. Af te r  t h i s ,  we moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q* Could you mark on t h e  photograph, t h e  p o i n t  where 
you en te red  i n t o  t h e  hamlet of My .Lai? J u s t  mark a 2 and c i r c l e  
it. 

(Witness d id  a s  requested.  ) 

A r e  you a b l e  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  p lace  where t h e  woman 
was s h o t ?  I g o t  t h e  impression a moment ago t h a t  you weren ' t  
very s u r e ?  
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A. Not e x a c t l y ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  I could  a c t u a l l y  
p i n p o i n t  where t h e  woman w a s  s h o t .  

Q. I t  was o u t  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies  though? 

A. Yes. 

Q. We have marked p o i n t  number 2 .  That  i s  t h e  p o i n t
where you e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  so .  

Q. Would you t e l l  us what happened a f t e r  t h i s ?  

A. Genera l ly ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we went e x a c t l y  through 
t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  We more o r  l e s s  s t a y e d  on the--we 
moved through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  n o t  through t h e  c e n t e r .  And 
whi le  w e  were going through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  most ly  guys w e r e  
k i l l i n g  t h e  l i v e s t o c k .  

Q - Were any hootches  burn ing?  

A. Yes. 

Q Did you see any c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  hamlet?  

A. I t h i n k  most of t h e  c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  I s a w  k i l l e d  
w e r e  most ly  on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  t h e  hamlet .  

Q Well ,  w i l l  you t e l l  us what you saw, p l e a s e ?  

A.  . Most of  t h e  hootches '  a t  t h i s  t ime ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
were on f i r e .  The ones t h a t  w e r e n ' t ,  t hey  were i n  t h e  p roces s  
of be ing  checked o u t .  

Q Was t h e  3d Pla toon  moving i n  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  mop-
p ing  up? 

A. Yes, r i g h t .  

Q .  What d i d  you s e e  i n  t h e  way of  people  k i l l e d  i n  
t h e  hamlet?  Did you s e e  some dead bod ie s?  

A .  Y e s ,  I guess I d i d .  
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Q Would you t e l l  us  what yon saw, p lease?  

A. W e  were moving down a t r a i l .  T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
t r a i l  t h a t  we were moving down, t h e r e  w a s  one running per-
pendicular  t o  it. And i t  was o f f  t o  t h e  f r o n t  of us t h a t  
t h e r e  were q u i t e  a few bodies  ly ing  along t h i s  t r a i l .  

Q. What happened? 

A. Well, t h i s  was about t h e  time t h a t  CARTER s h o t  
himself i n  t h e  f o o t  a c c i d e n t a l l y .  So we stopped f o r  a while  
u n t i l  a chopper came i n  and picked h i m  up. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  where t h a t  was? 

A. J u s t  r i g h t  before  we had g o t t e n  t o  t h i s  t r a i l ,  
t h e  one I mentioned e a r l i e r ,  t h e  one running perpendicular  
t o  t h e  t r a i l  we were going down. 

Q. Looking a t  t h e  photograph, do you th ink  t h a t  you 
can l o c a t e  t h a t  f o r  me? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Going back t o  t h e  bodies  you saw l y i n g  along t h e  
t r a i l ,  can you descr ibe  them, p lease?  Were they men, women, 
ch i ld ren ,  s o  f o r t h ?  

A. The bodies  along t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t r a i l  were o l d e r  
men, women, and ch i ld ren .  

Q. Were they s t rung  along t h e  t r a i l  o r  i n  a bunch? 

A. They were more o r  less s t r u n g  along t h e  t r a i l ,  
f a i r l y  c lose  t o g e t h e r ,  n o t  l y i n g  on t o p  of each o t h e r .  

Q. How many were t h e r e ?  

A. I would say ,  poss ib ly  15. 

Q. Could you t e l l  how they had been k i l l e d ?  

A. By gunshot. 
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Q And Captain MEDINA was wi th  you a t  t h i s  t ime,  was 
he? 

A. Yes, he  w a s .  

Q Were you g e t t i n g  much t r a f f i c  over t h e  company n e t ?  

A. A t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime,  no. I th ink  t h a t  j u s t  
about t h e  only t r a f f i c  coming i n  was from t h e  medevac f o r  CARTER. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether by t h i s  time t h e  1st and 
2d Platoons had g o t t e n  through t h e  hamlet? I th ink  t h i s  
would have been a f t e r  9 o 'c lock .  

A. I would say f o r  t h e  most p a r t  they should have 
been j u s t  about through t h e  hamlet ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Was t h e  3d Platoon moving through, mopping up 
a£t e m a r d s ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Did you s e e  anyone s h o t  t h a t  day? I b e l i e v e  you 
t e s t i f i e d  e a r l i e r  about see ing  a 4 o r  5-year o l d  boy 
sho t .  I be l i eve  you t o l d  Colonel WILSON about t h a t .  Could 
you desc r ibe  t h a t  f o r  us? 

A. While we were going along t h i s  t r a i l  h e r e ,  wa i t ing  
f o r  t h e  chopper t o  come i n  a f t e r  CARTER, t h e r e  was a young 
boy running down t h i s  t r a i l  where the  bodies had been l y i n g ,  
and one o r  two s h o t s  rang o u t ,  and t h e  boy dropped. 

Q - - Could you t e l l  who f i r e d  the  sho t s?  

A. No, I c o u l d n ' t .  The sho t s  came from my r e a r .  

Q Where was Captain MEDINA a t  t h i s  time? 

A. I be l i eve  he was up tending t o  CARTER o r  going 
through some of t h e  hootches i n  t h e  immediate a r e a .  

Q You weren ' t  with him a t  t h e  time then? 
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A. Not r i g h t  next  t o  him, no. 

.. .Q .. . % 
. , Did you,.see any o t h e r  people s h o t  down l i k e  t h a t ?  

A* No. 

Q- Did you see  anybody e l s e  a c t u a l l y  k i l l e d  by any-
body o t h e r  than t h i s  boy? 

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q - About how many bodies  d i d  you s e e  a l t o g e t h e r
i n  the  v i l l a g e  t h a t  morning? 

A. I b e l i e v e  most of the  bodies t h a t  I saw i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  were j u s t  t h e  ones along t h e  t r a i l .  

Q. Well, t o  r e f r e s h  your memory, when you t a l k e d  t o  
Colonel WILSON l a s t  June he asked you how many wounded o r  
dead you saw i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and you responded t h a t  it was be-
tween 40 and 50 a l t o g e t h e r .  Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I would say ,  counting t h e  ones o u t  i n  t h e  r i c e  
paddies and t h e  ones along t h e  t r a i l ,  yes .  

Q - And you a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  bodies  were s c a t t e r e d  
around, some i n  groups, and t h e r e  were some i n d i v i d u a l  bodies .  

A. Yes. 

Q. What about t h e s e  people. Could you t e l l  i f  they 
were men, women, o r  ch i ld ren?  

A. I n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a t  t h e  t ime, I can r e c a l l  see ing  
o l d e r  men, women, and ch i ld ren .  

Q. I n  what propor t ions?  

A. Mostly women and ch i ld ren .  

Q. Did you see  Lieutenant  CALLEY t h a t  morning during
the  opera t ion?  
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A. Not i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  no. 

Q Did you have some t r a f f i c  w i th  him o v e r  the r a d i o ,  
over  your company n e t ?  

A. Some t r a f f i c ?  Y e s .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any o f  t h e  messages t h a t  w e r e  s e n t ?  
Anything you t o l d  him o r  he t o l d  you? 

A, I b e l i e v e  i n  one i n s t a n c e  t h a t  Capta in  MEDINA was 
i n q u i r i n g  what a l l  t h e  f i r i n g  was, and I b e l i e v e  L ieu tenan t  
CALLEY s a i d  t h a t  he would go up and check it o u t  and l e t  us 
know what was happening.  

Q Did he e v e r  r e p o r t  back? 

A.  Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  Captain  
MEDINA a f e w  more t imes a f t e r  t h a t  i n q u i r e d  about  t h e  same 
t h i n g .  

Q 9 
What was t h i s  f i r i n g ?  Was t h i s  f i r i n g  t h a t  you could  

h e a r  ahead of you someplace? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  it came from? 

A. J u s t  about  a l l  a c r o s s  our  f r o n t .  I wou ldn ' t  
s a y  it was i n  any one p a r t i c u l a r  s p o t .  

Q - Where d i d  you go a f t e r  you l e f t  t h e  s p o t  where 
CARTER was dus t ed  o f f ?  

A. We moved through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and we rung up f o r  
chow on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Qf,.. 

Q. What p a r t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  a r e  you speaking  o f  when 
you say  t h e  o u t s k i r t s ?  

A. I guess  it would be  somewhere i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  
a r e a  ( p o i n t i n g  t o  a e r i a l  photograph) .  
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Q Let  t h e  record i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  wi tness  pointed 
t o  t h e  sou theas t  corner  of t h e  hamlet. Did you take  up a 
p o s i t i o n  along t h e  e a s t e r n  edge of t h e  hamlet? 

A. Right on t h e  o u t s k i r t s ,  t h a t  i s  where the  command 
group broke f o r  chow. Right on the  edge of t h e  r i c e  paddies.  

Could you l o c a t e  t h a t  p o i n t  on t h e  photograph? 

A. I t  would have t o  be ,  i f  I r e c a l l  c o r r e c t l y ,  some-
where. i n  t h i s  genera l  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. Could you mark t h e  area?  J u s t  pu t  a 3 .  ( W i t -
ness  d id  a s  reques ted . )  Did you s e e  anywhere i n  t h i s  general  
a r e a  a d i t c h  with a  number of bodies  i n  i t ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  no. 

Q. Did you hear  anything about t h i s  from anyone, t h e  
bodies i n  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  so.  

Q- Where were t h e  1st and 2d Platoons a t  t h i s  
t ime? 

A. I th ink  t h e  1st and 2d Pla toons ,  some may 
have s t i l l  been i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o t h e r s  ou t  on t h e  r i c e  paddies.  

Q e  Had they  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  per imeter  o u t  t h e r e ?  

A. I would say s o ,  yes .  

Q. Do you remember the  s t o r y  GRUVER t o l d  you about 
a l i t t l e  boy being sho t?  

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q- Did anyone t e l l  you t h a t  Lieutenant  CALLEY had 
rounded up groups of c i v i l i a n s  and machinegunned them? 

A. I had heard of t h i s  being done, b u t  I d o n ' t  be-
l i e v e  it was connected t o  any one i n d i v i d u a l .  
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Q When you t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  WILSON i n  June ,  you 
t o l d  him t h a t  you hea rd  t h i s  s t o r y  from GRZESIK i n  t h e  1st 
Pla toon .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A.  Yes. 

Q I w i l l  r e ad  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  and answers from t h i s  
p o r t i o n  of your  t es t imony w i t h  Colonel  WILSON: 

"Q. Did you h e a r  t h a t  L ieu t enan t  CALLEY rounded 
up groups of c i v i l i a n s  and machinegunned them. 

"A. . Y e s .  

" 9 .  Who t o l d  you t h i s ?  

"A. GRZESIK from t h e  1st P la toon .  

"Q. HOW many? 

"A. C i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d ?  

"Q. Y e s ,  l i k e  t h a t .  

"A. From hea r say ,  I heard  groups as h i g h  as 3 0 .  

"Q. How many groups? 

"A. Probably t h r e e  o r  fou r  groups.  

"Q. Where d i d  t h i s  happen? 

"A. A s  w e  w e r e  moving through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I 
guess ,  w i t h i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

"Q. When d i d  GRZESIK t e l l  you t h i s ?  

"A. S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  ope ra t ion .  A f t e r  w e  had 
g o t t e n  t o g e t h e r ,  and w e  had sa t  down and d i scussed  
some of  t h e  happening. 

I 1 Q .  Back a t  D o t t i e ?  

"A. Back a t  Do t t i e .  I' 

Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  t es t imony t o  Colonel  WILSON? 
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A. Y e s .  

Q. And i s  t h i s  a l l  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- But whi le  you w e r e  s t i l l  t h e r e  a t  t h e  hamlet ,  d i d  
anyone t e l l  you of  such t h i n g s  going on? Groups of c i v i l i a n s  
being s h o t ?  You d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  a t  t h e  t i m e  what was happening? 

A. No, a t  t h e  t i m e  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I had a f u l l  r e a l i -
z a t i o n  of e x a c t l y  what had happened w i t h i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q I t a k e  it t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  time you had been i n  
an a c t i o n  of t h i s  type  where a l o t  of  people  had been k i l l e d .  
Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q - Did it s t r i k e  you a s  unusual t h a t  s o  many c i v i l i a n s ,  
apparent  c i v i l i a n s ,  men, women, and c h i l d r e n ,  had been k i l l e d ?  

2 4A 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

APP T-44 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

I t  d i d  raise a few q u e s t i o n s  i n  my mind, yes .  

Q. During t h e  a s s a u l t ,  whi le  t h e  l s t ,  2d, and 
3d P la toons  w e r e  moving th rough ,  d i d  Captain  MEDINA i s s u e  
any o r d e r s ,  any o p e r a t i o n a l  o r d e r s ,  concern ing ,  f o r  example, 
burn ing  of t h e  hootches ,  d e s t r o y i n g  l i v e s t o c k ,  any th ing  of  
t h a t  n a t u r e ?  

A. Not du r ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  can't r e c a l l  any th ing  
going over  t h e  company n e t  a s  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t ,  b u t  du r ing  t h e  
b r i e f i n g  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  he s a i d  t h e  l i v e -
s tock  should  be k i l l e d  and a l l  food s t o r a g e s  should  be des-
t royed .  

Q - When you broke f o r  chow a t  t h e  east  edge of t h e  
hamle t ,  wh i l e  you were t h e r e  d i d  you s e e  a h e l i c o p t e r  land? 
I am n o t  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  d u s t o f f ,  b u t  ano the r  h e l i c o p t e r .  
Did you see a h e l i c o p t e r  l and?  

A. If I a m  n o t  mis taken,  when w e  broke f o r  chow w e  
came a c r o s s  two l i t t l e  g i r l s  and wh i l e  we w e r e  e a t i n g ,  t hey  
s a t  w i th  us .  W e  gave them some food,  t hen  I t h i n k  they  w e r e  
evacuated i n  a chopper. 

Q - Did you s e e  any o t h e r  choppers l a n d  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. No. 

Q - About t h i s  t ime ,  perhaps  b e f o r e  you s a w  t h e  two 
l i t t l e  g i r l s ,  I wish you would t h i n k  c l o s e l y  about  t r a f f i c  
coming ove r  t h e  company n e t  and perhaps  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t .  
W e  have had o t h e r  ev idence  t o  i n d i c a t e  t hak  Captain  !4EI?INA 
a t  abcu t  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h i s  would have been perhaps  around 
1 0  o ' c l o c k ,  r e c e i v e d  word p r ~ b a b l yfrom Task Force Barker ,  
Colonel  BARKER o r  perhaps  Major CALHOUN, t o  s t o p  t h e  s h o o t i n g ,  
s t o p  t h e  bu rn ing ,  and t h a t  Captain  m D I N A  r e l a y e d  t h i s  i n f o r -
mation t o  h i s  p l a toon  l e a d e r s .  Do ycu recal l  t h i s ,  t h e s e  
messages coming down and be ing  s e n t  o u t  t o  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s ?  

a. I b e l i e v e  tha t  i f  t hey  d i d  come down, they  would 
probably COT-edovn over  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t .  I do r e c a l l  t h a t  
Captain  MEDINA asked t h a t  t h e  f i r i n g  be s topped .  

Q. Can you f i x  t h e  t i m e  of t h i s ,  approximately?  
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A.  Midmorning. 

Q Would it have been somewhere around 1 0  o r  1030? 

A.  Yes. 

Q Would you t r y  t o  r e c a l l  t h e  e x a c t  words t h a t  w e r e  
s a i d  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. Captain  MEDINA p u t  o u t  t h e  message t o  t h e  p l a t o o n s  
t h a t  unnecessary f i r i n g  should  be  s topped ,  conserve t h e  ammuni-
t i o n  because w e  would need it l a t e r  on. 

Q Anything s a i d  about burning? 

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q Can you r e c a l l  whether t h i s  o r d e r  was g iven  a f t e r  
he  had r ece ived  t h e  message from Task Force Barker  o r  some 
o t h e r  source?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was, because up u n t i l  t h a t  p o i n t  I 
t h i n k  Captain  MEDINA was i n q u i r i n g  as t o  what a l l  t h e  f i r i n g  
was about .  

Q. Did he say  anyth ing  about g e t t i n g  o r d e r s  t o  s t o p
t h e  shoo t ing?  

A. Not t h a t  I can remember, no. 

Q Did he t r a n s m i t  t h i s  message h imse l f  u s ing  t h e  
r ad io t e l ephone ,  o r  d i d  he have you do i t ?  

A. - I b e l i e v e  he  t r a n s m i t t e d  t h e  message h imse l f .  

Q How d i d  he work w i t h  you? Did he have you 
t r a n s m i t  messages f r e q u e n t l y ,  o r  d i d  he do most of it h imse l f ?  

A. I would say  t h a t  about  h a l f  t h e  t i m e  he would 
have me t r a n s m i t  messages t o  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s .  

Q Did you t a l k  t o  t h e  RTO a t  t h e  o t h e r  end o r  would 
you t a l k  t o  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r ?  

A. I n  some i n s t a n c e ,  t o  t h e  RTO a t  t h e  o t h e r  end,  and 
i n  o t h e r s ,  I would t a l k  r i g h t  t o  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s .  
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Q Can you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h i n g  t h a t
,". V , fiXj5Fened'during t h e  morning t h e r e  a t  My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, n o t  r i g h t  o f f .  

Q Let  me ask you about t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of body counts.  
How d id  t h i s  work as  a mat ter  of rou t ine?  Did you rece ive  body 
coun@a-overt h e  company n e t ,  f o r  example, from t h e  platoon 
l eaders  ? 

A. No, n o t  over t h e  company n e t .  

Q* How was body count recorded i n  Char l ie  Company? 

A. I b e l i e v e ,  usua l ly  af terwards -- I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  Captain MEDINA wanted information such as  t h a t  t o  'come 
over t h e  r a d i o ,  u s u a l l y ,  I guess ,  a s  a s e c u r i t y  measure. 

Q We have had i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  r a t h e r  e a r l y  i n  t h e  
a s s a u l t  t h e r e  was a r e p o r t  of 69  VC k i l l e d .  Do you 
r e c a l l  t h i s  being made over  your n e t  a t  a l l ?  

A. I t  sounds f a m i l i a r .  I b e l i e v e  they may have been 
r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  number of k i l l s  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  had t h a t  morning. 

MR WEST: There has  been some information t h a t  t h i s  was repor ted  
as  K I A  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  

COL MILLER: How c lose  d i d  you normally s t a y  t o  Captain MEDINA 
on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. The major i ty  of t h e  time I was r i g h t  next  t o  him, 
r i g h t  with him. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  any time t h a t  you were n o t  with him? 

A. Poss ib ly  t h e  only time I was n o t  r i g h t  next  t o  him 
would be when CARTER was being medevac'd. 

Q You c a r r i e d  , the  r a d i o  on your back., , , i st h a t  c o r r e c t ?  ' 

A. Yes. 

Q. Who answered i f  t h e r e  was an incoming c a l l ?  
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i . 7 0 ~  0' '.CCAL UT;E CYLY 

On t k .  , _ cnpany n?t , I w o u l d .  

The.1 d i d  you c a l l  Captain ? E D I N A  -:ight way? 

r - - :!cu-; ly s t ~ - . l c ? i n qr i q h t  u e s t  t o  h i m  and 

Q *  .:. . 1 1 : : L.L y ~ d';?.IS .- sci .  L, > J . :  . . .J. 2 .  

body coun-': r x ;  .::r t.he r a d i o  -Tom t h e  p l a toons?  

- .A. -. , .rcyall 1: c3n1t- .p: 1 lrlr7 ! t<; 

coming o 7 t T a I rom t h e  p l a t o o n s .  

Q ' '-hey ..onle i n ?  

A. 1:. b-; direct correspondence between Captain  
l e a d e r s .  

.I:he p l  !.Si.,on l e a d e r s  coming i n t o  t h e  company CP? 

tF1 - t rll --ri n c i d e n t ,  I b e l i e v e  so. E i t h e r  
1 :  . -,uaLs i - r o m  t h e  p l a toon .  

_ ,cu rememb: r any body counts  be ing  rep0r te .d  t.o 
., L, L l ~lNA dur ing  ' c l n ~ . ,  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. The on ly  one I can renember would be t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
body count .  
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Q. When he wanted t o  pass t h i s  on t o  h igher  headquar ters ,  
say t o  t a s k  f o r c e ,  d id  t h e  o t h e r  RTO -- d i d  t h a t  go over t h e  o t h e r  
rad io?  

A. I f  he d id  r e p o r t  it t o  h igher  headquarters  then  it 
would go over  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t .  

Q. Who was t h e  RTO f o r  t h e  t a sk  fo rce?  

A. MURRAY was ca r ry ing  b a t t a l i o n  n e t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. Did he s t i c k  a s  c lose  t o  Captain MEDINA a s  you d id?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  no. 

Q - Did you hear  any o f .  t h e  t ransmiss ions  t h a t  were 
made by Captain MEDINA over t h e  r a d i o  t o  Task Force Barker? 

A. None t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q. Could you h e a r  t h e  incoming t ransmiss ion  on t h e  
o t h e r  r ad io?  

A. Yes, t h e  o t h e r  r a d i o  a l s o  had a speaker  a t t ached  
t o  it. 

Q - I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  o p e r a t o r  of t h a t  r a d i o  could 
have heard a l l  t h e  t ransmissions t h a t  were coming i n  a s  w e l l  
a s  t h e  ones t h a t  were going o u t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  hear ing  any? 

A. No, I don ' t .  None t h a t  I can remember. 

Q- What was WIDMER's  job on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day? 

A. WIDMER was backup R T O .  I f  anything happened t o  
MURRAY o r  'myself then WIDMER was on t h e  r ad ios .  

Q - Was he ca r ry ing  a r a d i o ,  too?  
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A. He may have been.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  WIDMER 
w i t h  a r a d i o .  He may have been c a r r y i n g  t h e  r e s e r v e  r a d i o .  

Q - .On your r a d i o ,  I t a k e  i t ,  you could communicate 
on ly  w i th  t h e  e lements  i n  t h e  company, t h e  p l a toon .  Is t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. The e lements  w i t h i n  t h e  company o r  p o s s i b l y  i f  
whoever was i n  t h e  choppers about would come down t o  company 
n e t .  

Q Could they  come ove r  your  r a d i o , , t o o ?  

A. Yes, t h e  chopper p i l o t s ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  morning 
were o p e r a t i n g  on company n e t .  

Q • Did any such t r a n s m i s s i o n s  come t o  you from t h e  
choppers ? 

A.  J u s t  a s  f a r  as p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h e s e  bod ie s  i n  t h e  r i c e  
paddies .  

Q- Did they  say  t h a t  t hey  had marked them w i t h  smoke? 

A. Yes. 

Q - What w a s  t h e  purpose of t h i s  smoke a s  you under-
s t o o d  i t ?  

A - . That would p i n p o i n t  where t h e  bodies  w e r e  i n  t h e  
r i c e  padd ie s ,  make it e a s i e r  f o r  us  t o  g e t  t o  them and check 
them o u t .  

Q =  Was smoke a l s o  used t o  mark suspec t ed  l i v e  VC? 

A.  Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  no, j u s t  t h e  bod ie s .  

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  Captain  MEDINA t e l l  anybody t o  
burn any of t h e  hootches?  

A. Not r i g h t  o u t ,  no,  though he may have s a i d  it. Not 
t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  H e  d i d  s a y  t h e y  were t o  be des t royed .  
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Q- On t h i s  day, o r  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h e  day before ,  o r  
both? 

A. The b r i e f i n g  t h e  n i g h t  before .  

Q - Did you s e e  anybody a c t u a l l y  s e t  f i r e  t o  any 
hootches? 

A. Yes. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  who d i d  t h a t ?  

A. No, I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any one i n d i v i d u a l .  I would 
say t h e  major i ty  of t h e  people i n  t h e  company probably took 
p a r t  i n  t h e  ac t ion .  

Q* A s  you were coming i n  f o r  your landing  and . 
immediately a f t e r  you landed,  t h e r e  were, according t o  your 
testimony, some gunships f i r i n g  suppress ive  f i r e  o r  some kind 
of f i r e ?  

A. Yes. 

Q • Do you r e c a l l  how many gunships t h e r e  were? 

A. I would say t h r e e .  Three a c t u a l  gunships 
and poss ib ly  t h e  chopper t h a t  took us t o  t h e  a r e a  were 
s t i l l  p u t t i n g  out  a volume of f i r e .  
Q e  
 Do you r e c a l l  how many bubble-type h e l i c o p t e r s ,  
H-23's) you saw? ., 

A. Two, I be l i eve .  

MR WEST: There i s  one o t h e r  p o i n t  t h a t  I meant t o  ask you 
about. I n  your p r i o r  testimony t o  Colonel WILSON, you 
mention something e l s e  t h a t  GRZESIK t o l d  you t h a t  concerned 
people i n  r o o t  c e l l a r s .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  I had heard ins tances  about people i n  r o o t  
c e l l a r s .  

Q- Would you r e l a t e  t h i s  p lease?  What he t o l d  you? 
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A. From what I h e a r d ,  people  w e r e  be ing  rounded up and 
were be ing  p u t  i n  t h e s e  r o o t  c e l l a r s  and then  i n d i v i d u a l s  were 
throwing i n  hand grenades .  

COL FRANKLIN: M r .  PAUL, w e  a r e  having a  ha rd  t ime unders tanding  
t h i s  body count .  Somewhere around 0 9 3 0 ,  84 people  were re -
p o r t e d  k i l l e d .  That  was r e p o r t e d  over  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  "push", 
MURRAY'S r a d i o .  H e  was n e a r  you most of t h e  t i m e .  H e  w a s  
w i th  you. The most bod ie s  t h a t  you s a w  th roughout  t h e  v i l l a g e  
w a s  4 0 .  I f  t h e  p l a t o o n s  a r e  n o t  g i v i n g  you a body count ,  
which I f i n d  very s t r a n g e ,  where d i d  t h i s  84 come from? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Now, you are i n  t h e  command group,  and t h e  
people  a r e  p r e t t y  c l o s e .  Do you mean t o  say  t h a t  i f  some-
body r e p o r t e d  84 t h a t  t h i s  wouldn ' t  go through t h a t  command 
n e t ,  t h a t  everybody would n o t  know t h a t ?  C Company had 
never  s een  t h i s  many b e f o r e ;  never  had a c o n t a c t  of  any mag-
n i t u d e .  Do you t h i n k  t h a t  84 could go over  MURRAY'S r a d i o  
and t h a t  you and everybody e l s e  i n  t h a t  command group would 
n o t  know about  i t ?  

A. We would probably  know about it i f  it went over  
MURRAY'S r a d i o .  Yes, we would. 

Q But you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any body counts  coming i n  
over  your r a d i o ?  

A. No. 

Q And you on ly  saw about  40 bod ie s ,  and y e t  o v e r  t h e  
o t h e r  r a d i o  r i g h t  nex t  t o  you,  it goes back t o  b a t t a l i o n  o r  
t a s k  f o r c e  t h a t  you have g o t  an 84 body count .  Can you e x p l a i n  
th i s .?  How can t h i s  be?  W e  know it was logged i n  a t  Task Force  
Barker .  

A. The bodies  t h a t  I saw were obvious ly  d i f f e r e n t  
t han  what t h e  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  company saw. I am 
r e l a t i n g  how many bodies  I saw. 

Q Yes, b u t  somebody i n  t h e  p l a toon  c a l l e d  you t o  
t e l l  you how many they  saw. How d i d  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  g e t  
t o  t h e  company command group? Where d i d  t h i s  number come 
from? 
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A.  There i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  body count  was 

g iven  ove r  t h e  r a d i o ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any i n s t a n c e  where 

body count  w a s  coming over  t h e  r a d i o ,  none t h a t  I can re-

member. 


Q. Do you t h i n k  you would normally remember some-

t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s ,  20.:or 30? 

Would t h i s  make an impress ion  on you? 


,. A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  yes .  

Q- You d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  any counts  came i n t o  
you ove r  your  r a d i o ,  and a s  f a r  a s  you a r e  concerned,  t h e  
command group had seen  about  how many by 9:30 i n  t h e  morning? 
Were you even i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  by 9:30 i n  t h e  morning? 

A.  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o .  I t h i n k  w e  were s t i l l  checking 
o u t  bodies  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies  a t  about  9:30 i n  t h e  morning. 

Q. Did Captain  MED'INA s e e  any of  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  

by 9 :30 i n  t h e  morning? 


A. Probably L ieu tenan t  LACROSS and maybe L ieu tenan t  

BROOKS, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  L ieu tenan t  CALLEY a t  any 

t i m e  t h a t  morning. 


Q. When Captain  MEDINA asked f o r  t h e  f i r i n g  t o  

be  s topped ,  had t h e r e  been a l o t  o f  f i r i n g  a l l  morning? 


A. Y e s ,  t hey  had. 

Q. Did t h i s  seem s t r a n g e  t o  you? 

A. Y e s ,  it w a s  t h e  h e a v i e s t  volume of  f i r e  t h a t  

I had hea rd  t h e  company p u t  down up t o  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  

t i m e .  


Q- Was t h e r e  cont inuous f i r e  throughout  t h e  

morning, weapons f i r i n g  a l l  t h e  t ime? 


A. Sporad ic  f i r i n g ,  most o f  it automat ic  weapons. 

Q. What do you mean au tomat ic  weapon? 
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A. Machineguns. I imagine a l o t  of t h e  i n d i v i d d a l s  
i n  t h e  company had t h e i r  M-16's on au tomat ic .  

Q =- I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  people  who were f i r i n g  were 
f i r i n g  on au tomat ic?  

A. Right .  

Q *  When Captain  MEDINA p u t  o u t  word t o  g e t  t h e  
f i r i n g  s topped ,  am I c o r r e c t  i n  what you s a i d ,  he 'wan ted  
t o  save  ammo, t h e r e  was no i m p l i c a t i o n  t o  s t o p  h u r t i n g  any-
body; t h i s  was t o  save  ammunition. Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Right .  

Q He was wor r i ed  about running o u t  of  ammo. One 
s t a t e m e n t  you made was t h a t  you r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  have a f u l l  
r e a l i z a t i o n  of what was going on. A t  ano the r  t i m e  you made 
t h e  s t a t emen t  t h a t  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  you saw r a i s e d  a few q u e s t i o n s  
i n  your mind. Is t h e r e  any doubt i n  your  mind t h a t  a l o t  
o f  people  were be ing  k i l l e d ?  

A. I knew t h a t  t h e r e  was an unusual  amount of bod ie s  
l y i n g  around a s  compared t o  o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s  we had been 
on. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h a t  many bodies  l y i n g  around 
i n  any o p e r a t i o n  t o  up t h a t  d a t e .  

Q Did you have t h e  impress ion  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  
anybody a l i v e  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  was be ing  s h o t ?  

A. Yes. Now a s  t o  who was be ing  s h o t ,  whether  t hey  
be  men, women, o r  c h i l d r e n ,  t h i s  I d i d n ' t  know. 

Q - - Yes, b u t  you knew t h a t  anybody t h a t  was moving was 
be ing  s h o t ?  

A. Genera l ly ,  ye s .  

Q Was t h e r e  any doubt i n  your mind t h a t  Captain  
MEDINA knew t h i s  a l s o ?  

A. I suppose he  d i d ,  b u t  he never  came r i g h t  o u t  and 
s a i d  t h a t  he had any doubts  a s  t o  who was be ing  k i l l e d .  H e  
drew h i s  own conc lus ions  and k e p t  them t o  h i m s e l f .  
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Q. What k ind  of  company commander w a s  Captain  MEDINA? 
You w e r e  c l o s e  t o  him? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he  was a good company commander. H i s  
men s e r v i n g  under him had a l o t  of  conf idence  i n  him. H e  
was r e s p e c t e d  by t h e  m a j o r i t y  of h i s  company. There a r e  a 
few i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  company t h a t  d i d n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  l i k e  
c a p t a i n  MEDINA. I suppose you have t h a t  i n  j u s t  about  any 
company. 

Q. Why d i d n ' t  t hey  l i k e  him? 

A. A l o t  of them cons ide red  him h a r d ,  a very  ha rd  
i n d i v i d u a l .  H e  pushed q u i t e  a b i t .  H e  expec ted  a l o t  o u t  
of h i s  men. 

COL WILSON: Do you remember i f  t h e r e  w e r e  any in fo rma t ion  
. pe r sonne l  w i th  you, I mean P I 0  t y p e s ,  r e p o r t e r s ,  photogra- 

p h e r s ,  w i t h  t h e  command group? 

A. Y e s ,  t h e r e  was. 

Q - They were wi th  you on t h a t  day? 

(Witness nods a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

Were they  wi th  t h e  command group when you were 
checking t h e s e  b o d i e s ,  o r  d i d  t hey  go o f f  w i th  ano the r  e l e -  
ment? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  when w e  s t a r t e d  running around i n  
t h e  r ice paddies  checking t h e s e  bod ie s  o u t ,  t hey  moved on w i t h  
ano the r  e lement .  

Q - Do you know which e lement  t hey  went w i th?  

A. Probably t h e  1st o r  2d P la toon .  

Q. How about  m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  personne l?  

A. I d o n ' t  recall  s e e i n g  them. 

Q - Do you know t h e  u n i t  d e s i g n a t i o n  of t h e  engi -  

n e e r s  t h a t  w e r e  wi th  you? 


A. No, I d o n ' t .  
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Q - You s a i d  you went i n  wi th  Captain  MEDINA which, I 
imagine,  would be  t h e  f i r s t  h e l i c o p t e r  i n ?  

A: The f i r s t  l i f t ,  yes .  

Q ' D O  you know t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of  your s h i p  t o  t h e  
vee column? Was it on t h e  r i g h t ,  o r  t h e  l e f t ,  o r  w a s  it t h e  
l e a d  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Do you remember a t  t h e  t ime you w e r e  approaching 
t h e  l and ing  zone whether  your  doorgunner was f i r i n g  or n o t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  he was. 

Q Were you s i t t i n g  c l o s e  t o  him? 

A. F a i r l y  c l o s e ,  yes .  

Q. Did you s e e  him f i r e ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  t u r n  around and look.  I h e a r d  a volume 
of f i r e .  

Q. But you c o u l d n ' t  determine where he was f i r i n g ?  

A. No. 

Q Do you know how long  o u t  t h e  doorgunners began 
f i r i n g  b e f o r e  you landed? 

A. We were f a i r l y  c l o s e  when t h e y  f i r s t  s t a r t e d  f i r -
i n g  because r i g h t  up u n t i l  t h e  t ime w e  l anded ,  t h a t  i s  . j u s t  

. about  when t h e  a r t i l l e r y  c u t  o f f .  

Q Did they  s t a r t  f i r i n g  some d i s t a n c e  from t h e  v i l -
l a g e ,  o r  was it based on a l t i t u d e  o r  t ime? How long do you 
t h i n k  it was, i n  seconds o r  minutes?  

A. Poss ib ly  1 0  seconds o u t .  

Q Ten seconds b e f o r e  land ing?  

A. Not e x a c t l y  b e f o r e  land ing .  Ten seconds b e f o r e  
w e  were ove r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  where w e  landed.  
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Q* D i d  t hey  fire r i g h t  up u n t l l  t h e  t b e  you g o t  
o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. You mentioned b e f o r e  t h a t  p rog res s  w a s  r e p o r t e d
by t h e  p l a toons  a s  t hey  went through t h e  v i l l a g e .  D o  you 
r e c a l l  how they  r e p o r t e d  t h i s  p r o g r e s s ,  by c o o r d i n a t e s , . o r  
by r o t a t i o n ?  Did they  have phase l i n e s ,  o r  any th ing  l i k e  
t h i s ,  t h a t  would l e t  you know, o r  t h e  company corrrnander 
know, where t h e y  were? 

A. I t  w a s n ' t  by c o o r d i n a t e s  a s  w e  w e r e  going through 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  J u s t  a  g e n e r a l  a r e a  w i t h i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Could you g i v e  me an i d e a  o f  how they  d i d  t h i s ?  
How do t h e y  r e p o r t  such a t h i n g ?  

A. P o s s i b l y  t hey  may have s a i d ,  "We have reached t h e  
c e n t e r  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  now," I suppose.  

Q- . I n  o t h e r  words, it was based on where t hey  es t i -
mated t h e y  were w i t h i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  * 

A. O r  p o s s i b l y  by c e r t a i n  landmarks w i t h i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  %--. 

o r  around t h e  v i l l a g e  . 
Q. Do you know of  any, can you i d e n t i f y  any landmarks 
i n  o r  around t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. The on ly  one I can r e c a l l  t h a t  s t i c k s  o u t  i n  my 
mind i s  t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  I mentioned e a r l i e r .  

Q- The t r a i l  t h a t  you mentioned ear l ier  w a s  on t h e  
o u t s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  r i g h t ?  

A. No, I wouldn ' t  say  it w a s  on t h e  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

Q- This  w a s  t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  went through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. It was i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  yes .  

Q* Were any r e p o r t s ,  as t h e  u n i t  moved through the 
v i l l a g e ,  based on t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  t r a i l ?  
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A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  I t  i s  j u s t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  
r i g h t  i n  t h e  a r e a  where CARTER s h o t  h imself  and where w e  
had s topped  momentarily. 

Q This i s  t h e  t r a i l  where CARTER was s h o t ?  

A. Right .  Along t h e  t r a i l  w e  were walking a long .  
Not t h e  t r a i l  running p e r p e n d i c u l a r ,  b u t  t h e  one t h a t  had 
t h e  bodies .  

Q Was t h i s  p rog res s  recorded  i n  any way? Did 
anybody w r i t e  it down when they  s a i d  t hey  were i n  t h e  
c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, n o t  t h a t  I remember s ee ing .  

Q When you moved o u t  t o  check t h e s e  b o d i e s ,  and . 

you moved from what you desc r ibed  a s  a CP l o c a t i o n ,  d i d  t h e  
e n t i r e  command group go w i t h  Captain MEDINA o r  d i d  some o f  
them s t a y  back? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  moved wi th  u s .  
J u s t  h i s  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r s  and t h e  medic. 

Q The g i r l  o r  woman t h a t  MEDINA s h o t ,  do you know 
whether t hey  found anyth ing  i n  h e r  possess ion?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  anyth ing  such as a weapon 
o r  anyth ing ,  no. 

Q Did you h e a r  a t  any o t h e r  t ime l a t e r  t h a t  she  
w a s  i n  posses s ion  of some type  of  equipment? 

A. No. 

Q No ammo box o r  medical  equipment? 

A. h o t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  She had a few b a s k e t s  
l a y i n g  nex t  t o  h e r ,  t h a t ' s  a l l .  

Q Where was BERNHARDT? Was he w i t h  t h e  command 
group? 

A. I b e l i e v e  BERNHARDT was wi th  e i t h e r  t h e  2d 
o r  3d P la toon ,  I am n o t  s u r e .  
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Q. You d o n ' t  remember him tagging along with the  
command group, then? 

A. N o ,  I don ' t .  

Q. I want t o  t r y  t o  f i x  some times here .  I n  t h e  log 
of Task Force Barker,  it i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  CARTER was wounded a t  
1 0 :  30 o r  10:20 .  I ' m  s o r r y .  He was dusted-off a t  10 :4 5 .  Do 
you th ink  it was t h a t  f a s t  between t h e  time he was wounded 
and t h e  t ime t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  evacuated him? 

A. I would say poss ib ly  10 minutes had e lapsed .  

Q- He was bandaged and evacuated? 

A. Yes. 

Q- I ga the r  by t h a t ,  t h a t  t h e  command group was very 
c lose  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where he s h o t  himself o r  was wounded? 

A.  Right ,  we had stopped t h e r e  u n t i l  CARTER was 
medevac 'd. 

8- How d i d  you know CARTER was wounded? How did  
Captain MEDINA know t h a t  CARTER was wounded? 

A. Being almost a t  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  t ime, we 
were working r i g h t  by t h a t  p o s i t i o n .  CARTER was r i g h t  o f f  
the  t r a i l  checking out  t h e  r o o t  c e l l a r s  a t  t h e  time he was 
wounded. I b e l i e v e  WIDMER was f a i r l y  c l o s e  t o  CARTER. I 
th ink  WIDMER was r i g h t  t h e r e  a t  t h e  t ime. 

Q. Would you say t h a t  you were somewhere i n  t h e  cen-
t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  we were a t  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  
v i l l a g e  . 
Q m  Where do you th ink  you were i n  r e fe rence  t o  t h e  
length  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  e a s t  o r  west? 

A. I th ink  t h a t  we would have been e a s t  of t h e  cen-
t e r .  

Q- You would have been e a s t  of t h e  c e n t e r ,  okay,
f i n e .  You were e a s t  of t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  But you 
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were going from e a s t  t o  west ,  s o  you were about halfway 
through t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Yes, I would say t h a t  we were. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether t h e  leading  p la toons ,
1st and 2d Pla toons ,  had c lea red  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Were 
they on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o r  t h e  western s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
a t  that time? Had they repor ted  t h i s  or--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  s o ,  no. I think 
they were s t i l l  wi th in  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  how soon a f t e r  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r
evacuated CARTER t h a t  those  two leading  p la toons  reached 
t h e  forward edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  t h e  west s i d e ?  

A. I would say a  good h a l f  hour a f te rwards .  

Q We a re  t a l k i n g  about somewhere around 11 o 'c lock .  
Do you r e c a l l  from t h e  time CARTER was evacuated u n t i l  your 
command group reached t h e  p o i n t  on t h e  sou theas t  corner  
which you desc r ibe ,  where you a r r i v e d  and stopped--how long 
a f t e r  the  CARTER evacuat ion d i d  t h i s  take  p lace?  

A.  I would say poss ib ly  2 5  minutes,  20 minutes 
a f te rwards .  

Q Then you got  o u t  of t h e r e  about t h e  same time 
t h e  l ead  platoons g o t  out. '  

A. ' I b e l i e v e  they were poss ib ly  beginning t o  r i n g  
up i n  the  r i c e  paddies i n  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  
t h i s  time. 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1038 hours ,  29 December 
1969.) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1 0 5 4  hours ,  29 Decem-
b e r  1969.) 

RCDR: A l l  persons who were p resen t  when t h e  hear ing  
recessed a r e  again p r e s e n t .  

LTC PATTERSON: Did you ever  t u r n  your r a d i o  on t o  another  
frequency? D o  you r e c a l l  doing t h a t ?  
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A. No, I don ' t .  

Q. Do you know who Char l ie  81 c a l l  s i g n  was? Does 
t h a t  mean anything t o  you? 

A. ' Char l ie  81, t h a t  was t h e  mortar p la toon.  That 
was t h e  c a l l  s i g n  of t h e  mortar platoon.  That would probably 
be Sergeant MARONEY. 

Q. Did you t a l k  t o  any s t a t i o n s  a t  LZ Uptight o r  
~ o t t i e ?  Did you t a l k  d i r e c t l y  t o  anyone t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any communications made by 
myself back t o  LZ Uptight a t  a l l .  

Q Was t h e r e  a s t a t i o n  t h e r e  t h a t  you could have 
t a lked  t o ?  Was t h e r e  a company s t a t i o n ,  one on your n e t ,  
t h a t  was open a t  t h a t  time? 

A. A t  LZ Uptight it would most l i k e l y  be an a r t i l -
l e r y  n e t .  

Q - Did you use a p o i n t  of o r i g i n  o r  a base poin t?  
Back on Colonel W I L S O N ' S  ques t ion .  Did you have any p o i n t  
of o r i g i n  system o r  base p o i n t  system? 

A. Y e s ,  we had a p o i n t  of o r i g i n  system. 

Q. Where was your p o i n t  of o r i g i n ,  do you remember? 

A. No, I .can1t r e c a l l .  

But t h i s  was a means of i d e n t i f y i n g  post ions? 

Y e s .  

Q. From t h i s  p o i n t  of o r i g i n ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Would you desc r ibe  f o r  us what a p o i n t  of o r i g i n  
system i s ,  a base p o i n t  system? 

A. W e  would have c e r t a i n  designated p o s i t i o n s ,  I 
b e l i e v e ,  given by b a t t a l i o n ,  c e r t a i n  coordina tes  on t h e  map, 
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t h a t  w e r e  o u r  p o i n t s  of o r i g i n ,  Now we would g i v e  o u r  p o s i t i o n  
a s  s o  many coord ina t e s  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o r  l e f t ,  up o r  down, o f  
t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  

' .  

Q - Using what? Grid  squa re s?  

A. Y e s .  

Q I n  o t h e r  words,  r i g h t  1.0 would be r i g h t  f r o m  t h e  
base  p o i n t  of o r i g i n  one, complete g r i d  square?  

A. Yes. 

Q And up one would be  then  up one g r i d  square?  

A. Yes. 

Q Did t h e  p l a toons  use  t h i s  system i n  r e p o r t i n g  t o  
the company? Did you use  a same base  p o i n t ?  

A. When bo th  p l a t o o n s  ope ra t ed  a t  a f a i r l y  gbod d i s -
t a n c e  from t h e  command group,  t hen  they  would g i v e  t h e i r  po-
s i t i o n s  u s ing  t h e  p o i n t  of o r i g i n .  

8 And t h i s  command group t h a t  you have r e f e r r e d  t o ,  
d i d  you a l l  r i d e  i n  t h e  same h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. No. 

Q. About how many rode i n  your h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e y  had f o u r  o r  f i v e  t o  a h e l -
i c o p t e r .  

Q And where was t h e  rest of  t h e  command group? I n  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  behind you, o r  do you r e c a l l ?  

A.  Well,  p o s s i b l y  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  behind us .  They 
were f a i r l y  c l o s e ,  s o  when we d i d  l and  we a l l  cou ld  a l l  marry 
.--
UP 

, 
Q The second l i f t  in--and I assume it took more t h a n  
one l i f t  t o  g e t  t h e  e n t i r e  company on t h e  ground,  i s  t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  
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A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you recall  whether o r  n o t  t h e  second l i f t  i n  
was f i r i n g  t h e i r  doorguns? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q - Would they  have been? You f o l k s  a r e  a l r e a d y  on 
t h e  ground and appa ren t ly  o u t  i n  t h e  middle of t h e  paddies  
moving toward t h e  p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  e a s t .  

A. Right .  

Q - I would t h i n k  t h a t  perhaps  you might have remem-
bered whether  t h e y  were f i r i n g  i n t o  your  p o s i t i o n ,  o r  over  
y o u r . p o s i t i o n ,  o r  s h o r t  of your p o s i t i o n ?  

A. P o s s i b l y  t h e  gunships  were s t i l l  l a y i n g  down 
a volume of f i r e  a t  . t h i s  t i m e .  

Q Did you t a l k  t o  any Vietnamese i n  Vietnamese? 

A. The on ly  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  I can remember t a l k i n g  
t o  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day a r e  t h e  two young g i r l s  when w e  
broke f o r  chow. 

Q This  boy running a long  t h e  t r a i l ,  w a s  he  running 
towards you o r  away from you a t  t h e  t i m e  he was s h o t ?  

A. H e  was running a c r o s s  our  f r o n t .  
.-

Q. I n  your  mind he  wasn ' t  endanger ing you,  o r  your 
p o s i t i o n s ,  o r  t h e  people  around you? 

A. No 

COL FRANKLIN: L e t ' s  g e t  back t o  t h i s  C h a r l i e  81. That  w a s  
your  mor ta r  p l a t o o n ,  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  where your  mor ta r  p l a t o o n  w a s  
du r ing  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. During c e r t a i n  p a r t s  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  mor ta r  
p l a toon  w a s  moving wi th  t h e  command group. They w e r e  a l s o  
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p rov id ing  t h e  command group w i t h  cover  i n  ca se  anyth ing  hap-
pened. 

Q. So they  were w i th  you on t h e  f i r s t  day. They 
were n o t  a t  Upt igh t .  They were down wi th  you i n  t h e  oper-
a t i o n .  

A. Y e s ,  t hey  w e r e  w i t h  us  t h a t  day. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  s t a t i o n s  coming i n  on t h e  
company n e t ,  h i g h e r  head-quar ters  s t a t i o n s  c a l l i n g ' f o r  C h a r l i e  
6? 

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  j u s t  p o s s i b l y  Major CALHOUN; 
h e  w a s  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a .  

Q Can you remember what h i s  vo i ce  sounded l i k e ?  

A. W e l l ,  he had a sou the rn  drawl. 

Q Right .  Do you r e c a l l  what he might have s a i d ,  
it w a s  a r a t h e r  d i s t i n c t i v e  vo ice?  

A, Nothing t h a t  would s t a n d  o u t  i n  my mind, no. 

Q - . How about Colonel  BARKER? 

A. No. 

Q How about any o t h e r  headqua r t e r s?  

A. No, n o t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

MR WEST: M r .  PAUL, I show you a d u p l i c a t e  of  t h e  a e r i a l  
photograph which i s  i n  f r o n t  of you. This had been admi t ted  
i n t o  evidence a s  E x h i b i t  P-44 .  This  photograph was marked 
by Captain  MEDINA du r ing  h i s  tes t imony.  You w i l l  n o t i c e  
t o  t h e  sou th  of My Lai  ( 4 )  and approximately c e n t e r e d  i s  t h e  
f i g u r e  4 marked on t h e  photograph,  nea r  a t r a i l ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Capta in  MEDINA t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  : " I n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of  number 4 - - i t  appeared t o  be a t r a i l  between 
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two r i c e  f i e lds - - the re  appeared t o  be a group of poss ib ly  
20 t o  24 men, women, and ch i ld ren  t h a t  had been k i l l e d  on the  
pathway t h e r e . "  Do you remember see ing  t h i s  same th ing  t h a t  
morning? 

A. I be l i eve  t h a t  would be t h e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  I men-
t ioned I saw 15 l y i n g  along the  t r a i l .  

Q- I w i l l  show you a photograph which has  been i n -  
troduced i n t o  evidence as  Exhib i t  P-41. This i s  a black 
and white  p r i n t  of a c o l o r  photograph which was taken by 
Sergeant  HAEBERLE. I w i l l  a l s o  show you a copy of L i fe  
magazine, which has been admitted i n t o  evidence a s  Exhib i t  
M-1.  This conta ins  a co lo r  reproduct ion of t h e  same photo- 
graph, P-41. Now, with r e fe rence  t o  t h e  group of bodies 
t h a t  Captain MEDINA spoke about when he marked p o i n t  4 on 
t h i s  photograph, do t h e  f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  photograph resemble 
those t h a t  you saw t h a t  day? 

A. Yes, f u r t h e r  along t h i s  t r a i l  t h e r e  was a hootch 
i n  t h i s  a r e a  (po in t ing  t o  photograph).  

Q. Is t h a t  south? 

A.  I t  i s  hard t o  say what d i r e c t i o n  it would be 
r e a l l y .  We were coming along t h i s  t r a i l  t h a t  extends fur-  
t h e r  down t h i s  way, and t h e  t r a i l  we were walking along would 
be perpendicular  t o  it. So it would be o f f  t o  our  r i g h t .  

Q- So t h a t  t r a i l  would extend south  from t h e  v i l l a g e .  
The bodies  were along t h a t  t r a i l ?  

(Witness nods a£  f i r m a t i v e l y  .) 

You spoke of  Captain MEDINA,  a s  I understood you, 
as an e f f e c t i v e  company commander. We have had some evidence 
t h a t  t h e  men of t h e  1st  and 2d Platoons had gone o u t  
of c o n t r o l  i n  t h e  morning, t h a t  t h i s  poss ib ly  had something 
t o  do with s o  many c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d  i n  My Lai ( 4 ) .  Could 
you comment on t h i s ?  Was it your impression t h a t  t h e  men of 
t h e  1st and 2d Platoons had g o t t e n  ou t  of c o n t r o l  t h a t  
morning? 

A. Could you exp la in  a l i t t l e  b i t  more what you mean 
by " g e t t i n g  ou t  of  c o n t r o l " ?  
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Q - Well,  t h e  tes t imony has  n o t  been t o o  c l e a r .  P r e -
sumably what was meant by t h i s  was t h a t  some of t h e  men of  t h e  
p l a toons  had done some i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  shoo t ing  which was n o t  
accord ing  t o  o r d e r s ,  t h a t  was something p e r s o n a l  on t h e i r  p a r t .  
They were n o t  obeying t h e  o r d e r s  of  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s .  ' Some-
t h i n g  of  t h a t  n a t u r e .  And perhaps  t hey  had g o t t e n  o u t  of touch 
w i t h  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  and were j u s t  a c t i n g  on t h e i r  own and 
k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s .  Did you have any impress ion  of such a t h i n g  
going on? O r  on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  was i t  your impress ions  t h a t  
Captain  MEDINA was i n  c o n t r o l  of  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ?  

A.  From what I had hea rd  a f t e r  t h i s ,  it d i d  appear  
t h a t  c e r t a i n  i n d i v i d u a l s  were more o r  l e s s  o p e r a t i n g  on t h e i r  
own judgment a s  t o  what should be  done. P o s s i b l y  s m a l l  
groups had broken o f f  w i t h i n  a p l a toon  and went through ce r -
t a i n  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  and d i d  what t hey  thought  t h e y  
w e r e  supposed t o  be doing.  

Q Could you e x p l a i n  t h i s  a l i t t l e  more? Is t h i s  
what you hea rd  had happened? 

A. From hea r say .  I had hea rd  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s  had 
ga the red  up groups of  people  and t h a t  t hey  had s h o t  them--
o u t r i g h t ,  I guess  you would c a l l  i t ,  execu t ion .  And I had 
a l s o  heard  about  i n d i v i d u a l s  be ing  herded t o g e t h e r  i n  r o o t  
c e l l a r s  and having a hand grenade thrown i n  a f t e r  them. 

Q - Were any names mentioned o f  t h e  persons  who had 
done t h i s  k ind  o f  shoo t ing  o r  thrown hand grenades  i n  on 
people  i n  r o o t  c e l l a r s ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  J u s t  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  people  
f r o m - t h e  1st  P la toon ,  c e r t a i n  i n d i v i d u a l s  from t h e  1st 
P la toon .  

Q I am going t o  swi t ch  s u b j e c t s  s l i g h t l y  now. A t  
one t ime ,  2 o r  3 weeks ago,  t h e r e  were r e p o r t s  from t h e  
p r e s s  t h a t  perhaps  t h e  men of  C h a r l i e  Company had gone i n t o  
t h i s  a c t i o n  under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  mari juana.  Do you have 
any in fo rma t ion  on t h i s ?  

A. No. I t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a miss ta tement .  

Q Was t h e r e  a problem a t  a l l  i n  t h e  company on t h e  
use  of  mar i juana?  
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A t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e ,  no. 

Q - Do you know of any i n s t a n c e s  where any member of  
c h a r l i e  Company had gone i n t o  a c t i o n  under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of 
mari juana? 

A. Up u n t i l  t h i s  t i m e ,  no. 

Q - A t  any t ime ,  d i d  anyone e v e r  come and t a l k  t o  you 
a t  a l a t e r  t i m e  i n  t h e  course  of making an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  
what happened a t  My Lai  (4)  t h a t  morning o f  March 16 th?  

A. The on ly  o t h e r  t i m e  t h a t  anybody e v e r  r e a l l y  i n -  
q u i r e d  as t o  e x a c t l y  what happened was when I m e t  w i t h  Colonel  
WILSON i n  June.  

Q. Did you know Colonel  HENDERSON a t  t h e  t i m e ,  . the  
b r igade  commander? 

A. I knew of him, b u t  I c a n ' t  e v e r  remember meeting 
him p e r s o n a l l y .  

Q - Did you know Colonel  BARKER, t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  com-
mander? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Did e i t h e r  one o f  them e v e r  t a l k  t o  you a f t e rwards  
about  what happened a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A* No. 

Q. Did anybody e v e r  t e l l  you t o  keep q u i e t  about t h e  
i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can recal l .  No one e v e r  came up t o  me  
and s a i d ,  " L e t ' s  n o t  say  anyth ing  about  t h i s .  " 

Q- Captain  MEDINA t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he g o t  t h e  company 
t o g e t h e r  a f t e r w a r d s  and t o l d  them t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n  go ing  on and t h a t  i t  would be  b e t t e r ,  wh i l e  t h e  inves-  
t i g a t i o n  w a s  underway, n o t  t o  t a l k  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  Were 
you p r e s e n t  a t  such a meeting o f  t h e  company? 
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next  t o  m e ,  b u t  he was i n  t h e  genera l  a r e a ,  yes. 

Q m  W e  have had evidence t h a t  WIDMER f i n i s h e d  o f f  one 
of t h e s e  wounded de ta inees .  Do you know anything about t h a t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  what the  company d i d  on t h e  17th 
of March, t h e  next  day? We have had evidence t h a t  a t  l e a s t  
one p la toon went up on H i l l  85,  and I th ink  t h a t  was t h e  1st 
Platoon. That i s  where MEADLO s tepped on a mine and l o s t  a 
foo t .  

A. Right. 

Q- Then t h e  company moved down t o  t h e  hamlets of My 
Khe ( 3 )  , My Khe ( 2 )  , and a s  f a r  down as  My Khe (1) t o  the  
south and then  back up again ,  t o  an in te rmedia te  p o i n t  where 
they laagered  f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  I d i r e c t  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  
l a r g e  map on t h e  w a l l  which has  been admitted i n t o  evidence 
as  Exhib i t  MAP-1. Do you r e c a l l  enough about t h e  movements 
on t h e  17th  t o  t r a c e  them on t h e  map f o r  us and p o i n t  them 
out? 

A. Not r e a l l y ,  j u s t  t h a t  one i n c i d e n t  where MEADLO 
stepped on a booby t r a p .  

Q- Do you remember moving down t o  these  o t h e r  hamlets 
t o  t h e  south and then coming back? 

A. Moving through hamlets and going through the  paddies .  

- Q- Was t h e r e  any p a r t i c u l a r  a c t i o n  t h a t  day? Did you 
meet any VC? 

A. Nothing t h a t  s t ands  ou t  i n  my mind, no. 

Q m  You d i d n ' t  g e t  i n t o  any f i r e  f i g h t s  o r  anything l i k e  
t h i s ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  no. I d o n ' t  remember any 
f i r i n g .  

Q- Do you remember a s  you went through these  hamlets 
of My Khe ( 2 ) ,  My Khe (1), d i d  you burn t h e  hootches as you 
went along? 
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A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so.  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Now, on t h e  18th  our  information i s  t h a t  Char l ie  
Company moved up t o  t h e  nor th  somewhere i n  t h e  genera l  v ic in -
i t y  of where they had laagered i n  the  f i r s t  n i g h t  and was ex-
t r a c t e d  from t h e r e  during t h e  af ternoon t o  LZ Dot t i e .  

A. Right. 

Q Is t h i s  r i g h t ?  

A.  Yes. 

Q During t h a t  day and during t h e  af te rnoon before  
you were e x t r a c t e d ,  do you remember Captain MEDINA be ing  v i s -
i t e d  by Colonel HENDERSON? 

A.  I be l i eve  he was, b u t  I c a n ' t  remember anything 
that--

Q * ( In te rpos ing)  Well, t h e  i n c i d e n t  has  been des-
c r ibed  t h i s  way: Captain MEDINA was i n  a r i c e  paddy with some 
members of the  command group and Colonel HENDERSON a r r i v e d  
i n  a h e l i c o p t e r .  He was accompanied by Colonel LUPER and 
perhaps one o r  more o t h e r  persons.  The h e l i c o p t e r  l e t  them 
ou t  and then went immediately back up i n  t h e  a i r .  He came 
over  and t a l k e d  t o  Captain MEDINA f o r  a while .  Do you 
remember t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A.  I do remember Captain MEDINA t a l k i n g  t o  someone. 
However, I wasn ' t  with him while  he was. 

Q - - Did you s e e  any i n s i g n i a  of rank on t h e  v i s i t o r s ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q Now, t h e r e  has been some c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e  testimony 
a s  t o  whether t h i s  occurred on t h e  17th  o r  18th.  Could you 
h e l p  us w i t h  t h a t ?  Whether t h i s  occurred on t h e  second o r  
t h i r d  day of t h e  opera t ion?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it happened on t h e  second day. 

Q I t  was no t  t h e  day t h a t  t h e  company was e x t r a c t e d  
back t o  LZ Dot t ie?  
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A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  no. I c o u l d n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e  
though. I a m  n o t  d e f i n i t e .  

Q How long  d i d  you s t a y  wi th  C h a r l i e  Company a f t e r  
t h e  My L a i  o p e r a t i o n ?  

U n t i l  I l e f t  country .  

Q- When was t h a t ?  

A. Beginning of August. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, what k ind  of  ass ignments  d i d  C h a r l i e  Company 
go on a f t e r  t h i s .  Was it about t h e  same? Were they  p u t  on 
about t h e  same type  o p e r a t i o n s  o r  w e r e  t hey  changed a f t e r  t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was much o f  a change a f t e r  t h i s .  
I n  a l o t  of i n s t a n c e s ,  w e  would j u s t  assume b lock ing  p o s i t i o n s  
and f o r  t h e  most p a r t  s ea rch  and c l e a r .  

Q- Do you remember be ing  on a rice d e n i a l  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Could you e x p l a i n  t h a t ?  

COL FRANKLIN: Rice d e n i a l  i s  t o  deny r i c e  t o  VC who t r y  t o  
come i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t a k e  r i c e  away. You normally p r o t e c t  
people  t h a t  a r e  h a r v e s t i n g  r i c e  and t h e n  run p a t r o l s  and 
ambushes around t h e  area s o  t h a t  people  c a n ' t  t a k e  r i c e  o u t  
t o  the VC and t h a t  VC c a n ' t  g e t  it. 

A. Y e s .  

MR WEST: You w e r e  on such an o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. . Did you spend much t i m e  a t  t h a t ?  

A. P o s s i b l y  a week, b u t  no more. 

Q. M r .  PAUL, I am going t o  ask you some g e n e r a l  
q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  are s o r t  of  summing up and t h a t  w e  t h i n k  are 
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q u i t e  impor t an t .  W e  would l i k e  j u s t  t o  have your  op in ion  on 
t h e s e .  The f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  i s  what r e a l l y  happened a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  
on 16 March 1968? How would you d e s c r i b e  i t ?  

A. W e  l anded ,  w e  moved through a v i l l a g e .  W e  l e v e l e d  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  des t royed  most of t h e  h u t s  w i t h i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
k i l l e d  as much l i v e s t o c k  a s  w e  could.  Anything t h a t  t h e  V i e t  
Cong could use  as food we des t royed .  That  would be about  it 
a s i d e  from t h e  k i l l i n g s  t h a t  went on. 

Q Well ,  of c o u r s e ,  t h a t  r e a l l y  i s  t h e  focus. of  i n -
t e r e s t .  What d i d  C h a r l i e  Company do about  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  people  t hey  found t h e r e ,  Vietnamese people  
they  found? 

A. I t  would appear  from what I hea rd  a f t e r  t h e  oper-
a t i o n ,  p o s s i b l y  a f t e r  w e  had g o t t e n  back t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  t h a t  a 
good m a j o r i t y  of t h e  v i l l a g e  had been k i l l e d .  W e  had never  had 
a body count  anywhere a s  n e a r  a s  l a r g e  a s  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n -
c i d e n t .  

Q Do you remember h e a r i n g  what t h e  t o t a l  body count  
w a s  t h a t  w a s  r e p o r t e d ?  

A. I hea rd  a f i g u r e  of  360. 

Q Is t h i s  a t  a t i m e  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  a c t i o n ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q . Awhile ago w e  w e r e  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  f i g u r e  o f  84 as 
t h e  body count .  These were r e p o r t e d  a s  VC k i l l e d .  I n  your 
op in ion ,  could t h i s  have inc luded  some of t h e  women and c h i l d -
r e n  t h a t  you saw dead t h e r e ?  

A.  There w a s  a p o s s i b i l i t y ,  i f  t hey  cons ide red  some o f  
t h e  women a s  VC nu r se s .  

Q But t h i s ,  i n  your  op in ion ,  would n o t  i n c l u d e  l i t t l e  
c h i l d r e n ?  

A.  No. 

Q M r .  PAUL, du r ing  t h e  morning d i d  you see any V i e t -
namese c i v i l i a n s  rounded up and evacuated from t h e  a r e a ?  
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A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q - The next  ques t ion  is--and t h i s  is wi th  r e fe rence  
t o  t h e  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s ,  apparent ly  noncombatants--why 
do you t h i n k  t h i s  happened? 

A. The k i l l i n g  of such a g r e a t  number of c i v i l i a n s ?  

Q =  Yes. 

A. Some of t h e  ind iv idua l s  wi th in  t h e  company go t  
c a r r i e d  away i n  what they were doing. A s  f a r  a s  t h e  orders  
we had rece ived  before  we went i n t o  the  v i l l a g e ,  it seems 
t h a t  they had maybe i n t e r p r e t e d  it a l i t t l e  b i t  d i f f e r e n t  
than some of t h e  o t h e r  ind iv idua l s  i n  t h e  company. 

Q- You mean they understood t h e  o rde r s  t o  mean. that  
they should k i l l  a l l  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. There i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  they may have, and it seems 
as  i f  t h e  momentum g o t  a l i t t l e  o u t  of  hand whi le  we were i n  
the  v i l l a g e .  

Q. I n  your opinion,  were t h e  men of t h e  company work- 
ed up t o  a p o i n t  where they were i n  t h e  frame of mind t h a t  they  
could k i l l  women and ch i ld ren?  

A .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  no. I c a n ' t  remember hearing 
anybody t h e  evening before  saying l i k e ,  "We a r e  going t o  go i n  
t h e r e  and k i l l  everyone." My own frame of mind was a l i t t l e  
b i t  l e a r y  of what t o  expect  t h e  nex t  day. I expected t h a t  
t h i s  was going t o  be something a l i t t l e  b i t  d i f f e r e n t  from what 
we had genera l ly  been accustomed t o .  I thought t h a t  we would 
have a f a i r l y  good f i r e  f i g h t  t h e  next  day; meet a l i t t l e  b i t  
more r e s i s t a n c e  than we had been accustomed t o .  

Q- A s  it turned o u t ,  t h e r e  wasn ' t  a c t u a l l y  any r e s i s -  
t ance ,  was t h e r e ?  

A. Very l i t t l e .  

Q- Do you remember hear ing  during t h e  morning that--  
during one of t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ,  about 35-40 VC had l e f t  t h e  
v i l l a g e  t h a t  morning about 7 o 'c lock? 
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A. Yes, I h a d  hea rd  a f t e rwards  t h a t  whatever VC w e r e  
i n .  t h e  v i l l a g e  had moved o u t  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  morning b e f o r e  w e  
had a r r i v e d .  

Q .  A s  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  why i t  happened, d i d  you 
h e a r  o r  w a s  it your impre-ssion t h a t  t h i s  k i l l i n g  of a l a r g e  
number of c i v i l i a n s  had been d i r e c t e d  by h i g h e r  headqua r t e r s?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so. I d o n ' t  remember anyth ing  
be ing  s a i d  by h i g h e r  headqua r t e r s  a s  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  popula-
t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e  be ing  k i l l e d .  

Q My t h i r d  q u e s t i o n  i s ,  why w a s n ' t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
r epo r t ed?  A l l  i n d i c a t i o n s  w e  have r ece ived  are t h a t  it was 
n o t  r e p o r t e d  up t h e  l i n e  i n  t h e  u sua l  way, t a s k  f o r c e  t o  
b r igade  and on up t o  d i v i s i o n ?  Do you have an op in ion  on 
t h i s ?  Why w a s n ' t  it t a l k e d  about?  

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know, because as f a r  as what Cap-
t a i n  MEDINA had s a i d  about t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a f t e r w a r d s ,  I never  
r e a l l y  heard  any th ing ,  never  r e a l l y  d i scus sed  what he had 
s a i d  a f t e rwards .  

Q A s  w e  i n d i c a t e d  a t  t h e  o u t s e t ,  t h e r e  was some 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  immediately a f t e rwards  i n  V i e t -
nam. But no word e v e r  g o t  back t o  headqua r t e r s  i n  Saigon,  
o r  Headquar ters ,  Department of t h e  Army, h e r e  i n  Washington, 
u n t i l  a y e a r  l a t e r  when a man named RIDENHOUR wro te  a l e t t e r  
t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of Defense and many o t h e r  people  and t o l d  
what he had heard  about  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I t  w a s  t hen  t h a t  
Colonel  WILSON began h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I t  began i n  A p r i l .  
H e  t a l k e d  t o  you i n  June.  During t h i s  p e r i o d  of  about  a 
year., i t  was r a t h e r  remarkable s i l e n c e  on t h i s  whole a f f a i r .  
Ev iden t ly ,  t h e  people  t h a t  knew t h e  f a c t s  d i d n ' t  t a l k  about  
it much themselves .  This  i s  r e a l l y  what I am g e t t i n g  a t .  
Do you have an op in ion  of why t h e  people t h a t  knew t h e  f a c t s  
d i d n ' t  t a l k  about it more? 

A. S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  i n  a l e t t e r  t h a t  I 
had r ece ived  from my parents--approximately  maybe 2 o r  3 
weeks l a t e r ,  my p a r e n t s  s e n t  m e  a news c l i p p i n g ,  and t h e r e  
w a s  a sma l l  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  newspaper about  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  The 
f i g u r e  g iven  i n  t h e  a r t i c l e  i s  t h a t  140 persons  were k i l l e d  
t h a t  day- That  i s  t h e  on ly  mention on t h e  o u t s i d e  t h a t  I can 
r e c a l l .  
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Q- Did t h e  s t o r y  say  whether t hey  w e r e  c i v i l i a n s ,  
noncombatants? 

A. Just the count .  

Q- Well,  from read ing  t h a t  account ,  d i d  it seem j u s t
l i k e  a combat a c t i o n  i n  which enemy s o l d i e r s  were k i l l e d ,  V i e t  
Cong? I t  d i d n ' t  convey t h e  impress ion t h a t  women and c h i l -
d ren  had been k i l l e d ,  d i d  i t ?  

A. No, I can remember when I r e a d  t h e  a r t i c l e  th ink-
i n g  where would t h e  newspaper p i ck  up t h e i r  i n fo rma t ion  from. 
They were a - l i t t l e  o f f  i n  t h e i r  body count .  

Q Did anyone e v e r  speak t o  you about  t h e  k i l l i n g  
o f  c i v i l i a n s  a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  a s  a war crime o r  an a t r o c i t y ?  

A. I had hea rd  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  what had been done 
t h a t  day could have been c l a s s i f i e d  as a war c r ime ,  yes.. 

Q Was t h i s  i n  d i s c u s s i o n s  immediately fo l lowing  i t ?  

A .  This  w a s  i n  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i th in  
t h e  company. 

Q. While you were s t i l l  i n  Vietnam? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Do you. r e c a l l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  or t r a i n i n g  t h a t  t h e  
company r e c e i v e d  i n  such m a t t e r s  a s  o b l i g a t i o n s  under t h e  
Geneva Conventions and r u l e s  of l and  war fa re  f o r  r e p o r t i n g  
cr imes? 

A, A t  t h a t  t ime ,  no,  I wasn ' t  f ami , l i a r  w i t h  it. 

Q e  Had you r e c e i v e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  about  how t o  handle  
p r i s o n e r s  of  w a r  and noncombatant c i v i l i a n s ?  We have had 
some ev idence  t h a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  r ece ived  t r a i n i n g  i n  Hawaii 
on t h e s e  s u b j e c t s .  Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. I was always l e d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  any p r i s o n e r s  
w e r e  s u s p e c t s ,  t h a t  should  we run a c r o s s  any i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  
w e  should  p o s s i b l y  i n t e r r o g a t e  them immediately a t  a com-
pany l e v e l ,  and,  i f  w e  f e l t  t h a t  t hey  had s i g n i f i c a n t  i n f o r -
mation,  w e  would g e t  them back t o  t h e  r e a r .  
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Q What about  c i v i l i a n  noncombatants? What were t h e  
o r d e r s  as t o  what t o  do wi th  them? 

A .  Genera l ly ,  i f  w e  f e l t  t h e  c i v i l i a n  popu la t ion  had 
any in fo rma t ion  of  any s i g n i f i c a n c e  as  t o  VC movements o r  what 
a r e a s  t hey  were o p e r a t i n g  o u t  o f ,  then  they  would be handled 
the same way. 

Q When you rounded up c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  what 
would you normally do w i t h  them? 

A. A s  f a r  a s  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  them r i g h t  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u -
l a r  t i m e ?  

Q Well ,  I am n o t  t h i n k i n g  s o  much of  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  
L e t ' s  suppose t h a t  you a r e  going t o  move a g a i n s t  a v i l l a g e .  
You know t h a t  t h e r e  were r e s i d e n t s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Have you 
e v e r  been on an o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  you went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
rounded up t h e  c i v i l i a n s  and took them o f f  somewhere away from 
t h e  a c t i o n ?  

A. I n  s e v e r a l  i n s t a n c e s ,  men o f  t h e  company would 
round up t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and p o s s i b l y  b r i n g  
them a l l  t o g e t h e r  o u t  on t h e  edge of a r i c e  paddy somewhere 
where w e  would p o s s i b l y  t a l k  t o  them as a group o r  a s  i n d i v i d u a l s  
and t h e n ,  a f t e r  whatever was s a i d ,  w e  would r e l e a s e  them. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  any i n s t a n c e s  where t hey  were taken  
o f f  t o  r e fugee  camps? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

COL MILLER:  Do you r e c a l l  whether you wrote  any le t ters  t o  
your  p a r e n t s ,  f o r  example, about t h i n g s  t h a t  were going on 
a t  t h e  t ime?  What I am g e t t i n g  a t  i s  t h i s :  do you t h i n k  t h a t  
you may have w r i t t e n  back t o  your  p a r e n t s  about  t h i n g s  t h a t  may 
have gone on i n  My La i  t h a t  you saw t h a t  might have been unu-
s u a l ?  Then fo l lowing  t h a t ,  might t hose  l e t t e r s  s t i l l  e x i s t  
t h a t  would have some p a r t i c u l a r  thoughts  which would be your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  a t  t h e  t ime r a t h e r  t han  looking  back a f t e r  20 
months ? 

A. I d o n u t  b e l i e v e  so .  I n  most of t h e  l e t t e r s  I wro te  
t o  my p a r e n t s ,  I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  go i n t o  what w e  were doing o v e r  
t h e r e .  Mostly t hey  were l e t t e r s  j u s t  t e l l i n g  them t h a t  t h i n g s  
were okay and d o n ' t  worry. 
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Q. M r .  WEST has a l ready touched on it ,  and I want t o  
come back t o  it, t h a t  i s ,  the  d i scuss ion  o r  t a l k s  t h a t  t h e r e  
may have been i n  t h e  company among t h e  men a f t e r  you got  back 
from t h i s  opera t ion .  D o  you r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t  you d i s -
cussed t h i s  with o t h e r  men i n  t h e  company? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  with whom you d iscussed  it and why? 

A. I th ink  most of t h e  d i scuss ing  I d id  was with 
GRZESIK af te rwards .  We had both gone t o  t h e  language school 
i n  Hawaii, and we were f a i r l y  c lose .  

Q* Was it your impression t h a t  t h e r e  was a  genera l  
f e e l i n g  among men i n  t h e  company t h a t  they  s h o u l d n ' t  o r  d id  
no t  want t o  t a l k  about t h i s ?  

A. No. 

Q. I n  your p r i o r  s ta tement ,  I b e l i e v e  you s a i d  t h a t  
you thought you were the  i n t e r p r e t e r  t h a t  day because Sergeant 
PHU was n o t  t h e r e .  Is t h a t  s t i l l  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. Sergeant  P H U  was t h e r e .  I b e l i e v e  he was t h e r e  
during t h i s  opera t ion .  

Q. Did you a l s o  do some i n t e r p r e t i n g ?  

A. The only persons t h a t  I can remember t a l k i n g  t o  
t h a t  day were t h e  two l i t t l e  g i r l s  when we broke f o r  lunch. 

COL PATTERSON: Did you have any t r a i n i n g  a f t e r  you g o t  back 
t o  Dot t ie  i n  t h e  subsequent weeks concerning handl ing of 
p r i soners  of war, de ta inees ,  o r  was t h e r e  any emphasis d i -
r e c t e d  t o  t r a i n i n g  programs on t h e  handl ing of p r i soners  of war? 

A. No. 

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, then t h e  only t h i n g  you remember 
i s  what you rece ived  i n  Hawaii? 

A. What w e  received i n  Hawaii and through experience.  

Q. You mentioned previous ly  t h e  number of 360 a s  being 
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t h e  body count  f o r  t h a t  day. Where d i d  t h a t  f i g u r e  come from, 
do you r e c a l l ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  I a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  f i g u r e  from what I had 
heard  from o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  company. 

Q - Did you t o t a l  it up o r  was t h a t  t h e  f i g u r e  t hey  
were quo t ing?  

A. That  was a t o t a l  f i g u r e  a f t e r  t h e  p l a t o o n s  had 
r e p o r t e d  how many people  t hey  had k i l l e d .  They had a r r i v e d  
a t  a f i g u r e  somewhere around 360 .  

Q When d i d  t h e y  r e p o r t  t h i s ?  T o  you o r  t h e  company? 

A. No, t h i s  was n o t  r e p o r t e d  t o  me, it was j u s t  what 
I had heard  back a t  LZ D o t t i e .  

COL FRANKLIN: Were t h e s e  people  coming up t o  t h e  CP and t a l k i n g  
t o  t h e  company commander? 

A. No, t h i s  i s  i n  my d i s c u s s i o n s  w i th  i n d i v i d u a l s  with-
i n  t h e  company. 

This  wasn 't . any k ind  of  o f f  i c i a l - t y p e  t h i n g ?  

A. No, n o t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q Was any of t h i s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  CP? 

A. . No. I never  hea rd  from t h e  command group o r  high-
er  up e x a c t l y  how many people  had been k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q When you went back t o  D o t t i e ,  w e r e  you i n  t h e  same 
CP as  Captain  MEDINA? Your r a d i o s ;  and were you sacked o u t  your-
s e l f ,  was t h i s  a l l  i n  t h e  same bunker? 

A. The r a d i o s  were se t  o f f  t o  t h e  s i d e  from where 
Captain  MEDINA s l e p t .  

Q Did' you e v e r  h e a r  Captain  MEDINA t a l k i n g  t o  h i s  
p l a toon  l e a d e r s  and p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t s  about t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
a f t e rwards?  

A. No. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  no. 

(PAUL) 5 8 APP T-44 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


MR WEST: When you were t a l k i n g  t o  your  f r i e n d s  a f t e rwards  
and a t  t h e  t i m e  you came t o  the conc lus ion  t h a t  some 360 
people  had been k i l l e d ,  d i d  someone t a l k  t o  you about  having 
seen  a l a r g e  number of  bodies  i n  a d i t c h ?  

A. I had hea rd  about it, b u t  I had n o t  a c t u a l l y  s een  
it myse l f -

Q *  T h a t ' s  what I was g e t t i n g  a t .  You d i d  h e a r  t h i s  
from o t h e r  members? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- Do you remember what t hey  s a i d  about i t ?  

A .  J u s t  t h a t  t h e r e  were q u i t e  a few bod ie s  s t r u n g  
o u t  i n  a d i t c h .  

Q. id they  g i v e  you any e x p l a n a t i o n  on how they  
g o t  t h e r e ?  

A. No. 

COL WILSON: Th i s  t o t a l  f i g u r e  t h a t  you r e f e r r e d  t o  somewhere 
i n  exces s  of 300 ,  i s  t h i s  f i g u r e  based  on t h e  1 6 t h  of  March 
or the 1 6 t h ,  1 7 t h ,  and 1 8 t h  of March? 

A. I t  w a s  probably based  on t h e  whole o p e r a t i o n .  

Q - For  Task Force Barker  o r  f o r  C Company? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  was just f o r  C Company. 

MR WEST: This  concludes  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  M r .  
PAUL, and we are ve ry  g r a t e f u l  f o r  your  coming i n  today and 
t a l k i n g  t o  us and h e l p i n g  us .  Colonel  WILSON would l i k e  
t o  ask you a few more q u e s t i o n s  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  phot6- 
graphs  and a l s o ,  perhaps ,  ask you t o  look ,  a t  some o t h e r  
documents. A f t e r  you l e a v e ,  i f  you should  r e c a l l  any th ing  
t h a t  you t h i n k  would h e l p  u s ,  i f  you f i n d  a t  home any doc- 
uments, l e t t e r s ,  maps, p a p e r s ,  o r  n o t e s  t h a t  you may have 
t aken  a t  t h e  t ime t h a t  would throw some l i g h t  o n t o  t h e  sub- 
j e c t  t h a t  w e  are looking  i n t o ,  w e  would a p p r e c i a t e  you no-
t i f y i n g  us. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1145 h o u r s ,  29 December 
1969.) 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1150 hours ,  29 De-
cember 1 969 .) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  The fo l lowing 
named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL WILSON and MAJ COOP. 

Q. We w i l l  con t inue  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of M r .  PAUL. 
M r .  PAUL, you a r e  reminded t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  under oa th .  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. F i r s t ,  I would l i k e  t o  ask you i f  you have seen  
t h e  fo l lowing  document, E x h i b i t  M-2, e n t i t l e d  "Nine Rules"? 

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q You have never  seen t h a t ?  

A. N o ,  I h a v e n ' t .  

Q S  M-3, e n t i t l e d  "Enemy i n  Your Hands"? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h a t  e i t h e r .  

Q You w i l l  n o t e  t h a t  some of  t h e  Engl ish  i s  t r a n s -
l a t e d  t o  Vietnamese on h e r e ?  

A. Right .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  t h i s ?  

A . I remember s e e i n g  something s i m i l a r  t o  t h i s ,  b u t  
n o t  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  document, no. 

Q. . With t h e  MACV l e t t e r h e a d  i n s i g n i a  on i t ?  

A.  I saw s e v e r a l  MACV pamphlets o r  handbooks over  
t h e r e .  

Q - These a r e  r e a l l y  w a l l e t - s i z e  c a r d s .  You d o n ' t  
remember e v e r  be ing i s s u e d  one of t h e s e ?  

A.  N o .  Matter  of f a c t ,  t h e  only  MACV handbook, p i e c e  
of paper;  t h a t  I e v e r  had,  I t h i n k  a Vietnamese c h i l d  gave 
it  t o  m e .  

Q. What was t h a t ?  

A. I t  was a f o l d o u t  p i e c e  of paper .  I t  fo lded  o u t  t o  
about  15 i . lches,  whi te  i n  c o l o r .  
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Q - Do you know of anyone i n  t h e . u n i t  t h a t  had t h e s e  
ca rds?  

A. N o t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  
it. 

Q- When you came i n t o  t h e  coun t ry ,  were you processed
through a  t r a i n i n g  f a c i l i t y ,  l i k e  a t  Chu La i?  

A .  Righ t ,  a t  Duc Pho. W e  were i n t roduced  t o  va r ious  
k inds  of VC weapons, booby t r a p s ,  what t o  look f o r ,  what pre-
c a u t i o n s  t o  t a k e  a s  f a r  as t r y i n g  t o  avoid  t h e s e  booby t r a p s .  

Q- But w e r e  you given any c lassroom i n s t r u c t i o n  a t  a l l ?  

A. W e l l ,  what I j u s t  s a i d .  We r e c e i v e d  classroom in -
s t r u c t i o n s .  Then they  would t a k e  us o u t  and run  us through 
small o b s t a c l e  cou r se s  where t hey  would l a y  a series of  booby 
t r a p s  and move us th rough ,  a squad a t  a t i m e .  

Q- Do you recal l  i n  Hawaii,  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  a r r i v i n g
i n  Vietnam o r  a t  t h e  Duc Pho a r e a ,  e v e r  r e c e i v i n g  any t r a i n -
i n g  on how t o  t r e a t  POW'S? Not you a s  an i n d i v i d u a l ,  b u t  
the e n t i r e  company. 

A. J u s t  probably t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  i f  w e  thought  
t hey  had any s i g n i f i c a n t  i n fo rma t ion ,  t h e y  should  be r e t u r n e d  
t o  t h e  rear a s  soon as p o s s i b l e  t o  be  i n t e r r o g a t e d  f u r t h e r  by 
t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e .  

Q Was t h e r e  any procedure  about  t a g g i n g  them o r  any-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s ?  

A t  Y e s ,  I b e l i e v e  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  had t a g s ,  and 
I b e l i e v e  Capta in  MEDINA had t a g s  a l s o .  

Q e  Do you r e c a l l  what t h e  t a g s  look l i k e ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  a mani la  t a g ,  t h a t ' s  a l l .  

Q- Did it have anyth ing  w r i t t e n  on it? 

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  
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Q Do you remember, I ' m  s u r e  you would a s  a l i n g u i s t ,  
any t i m e ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  1 6 t h  of March, any Vietnamese 
c a s u a l t i e s  be ing  s e n t  back on h e l i c o p t e r s  f o r  medical  t r e a t -
ment? 

A.  Yes, s i r .  I n  some i n s t a n c e s  w e  d i d  send them t o  
t h e  rear. 

Q Were they  tagged? 

A.  I b e l i e v e  they  w e r e .  

Q - Was it a s i m i l a r  t a g  o r  a d i f f e r e n t - t y p e  t a g ?  

A. I t  was a s i m i l a r  t a g .  

Q - But t h i s  w a s  handled by t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  and 
t h e  company commander? 

A. To my knowledge, yes .  I never  p l aced  a t a g  on 
anyone over  t h e r e .  a 

When you i n t e r r o g a t e d  f o r  t h e  company commander, 
a 

Q 
d i d  you t a l k  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  Vietnamese o r  d i d  you i n t e r r o g a t e  
through someone e l s e ?  Did you a c t  a s  t r a n s l a t o r  f o r  anyone 
b e s i d e s  Capta in  MEDINA? 

A. I f  I was moving wi th  t h e  p l a toon  o r  on an o p e r a t i o n  
wi th  t h e  p l a t o o n ,  t hen  I would f o r  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s .  

Q L e t ' s  s t a r t  back aga in  on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph
( l a t e r  admi t ted  as E x h i b i t  P-72) and see what w e  can recall .  
Can you work wi thou t  a map? I can g e t  a map. Do you t h i n k  
you can r e c a l l  w i thou t  a map? 

A. F a i r l y  good, b u t  a s  f a r  a s  t h a t  i s  concerned,  it 
i s  very  hard  f o r  m e  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h .  I never  had any formal  
t r a i n i n g .  

Q How about  t h e  photograph? Is it b e t t e r ?  

A. I have a f a i r l y  good i d e a  of  t h e  o t h e r  map on t h e  
t a b l e .  

Q. Have you e v e r  been i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  
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A. W e l l ,  w e  ope ra t ed  i n  t h i s  area e x t e n s i v e l y .  Not 
i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  b u t  between Upt ight  and D o t t i e  e x t e n s i v e l y .  

Upt igh t  and D o t t i e .  North of  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. Right .  I guess  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of o p e r a t i o n s  would 
be i n  between. Seve ra l  i n c i d e n t s  were on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of My 
Lai  ( 4 )  , l e t ' s  s ay  a couple  weeks b e f o r e ,  when o t h e r  companies 
ope ra t ed  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  and we would a c t  a s  a b lock ing  f o r c e .  

Q On t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  D i e m  Diem River ,  up n o r t h ?  

A. Righ t ,  t hey  s t r e t c h e d  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  causeway. 

Q - That  i s  c o r r e c t ,  t h e r e  w a s  a causeway a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r .  
Now l e t ' s  g e t  i n t o  some d e t a i l  on t h e  aerial  photograph.  L e t ' s .  
a t t empt  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  t ime and p l a c e  as w e l l  as p o s s i b l e .  We 
want t o  t r y  aga in  t o  go through h e r e ,  and I ' m  going t o  t r y  t o  
i n d i c a t e  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  happened a t  t h e  l o c a t i o n s  which I 
have numbered. A l l  r i g h t , , a t  p o i n t  number 1, what occur red  
t h e  r e ?  

A. This  is  a p o s i t i o n  w e  assumed b e f o r e  t h e  command 
group moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t  i s  where 1st and 2d 
P la toons  were i n  f r o n t  of u s .  This  i s  where w e  were wh i l e  
t h e  1st and 2d P la toons  had s t a r t e d  moving through t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

Q. This  is t h e  i n i t i a l  CP? 

A. T h i s  is  t h e  CP we e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of 
the v i l l a g e .  

Q. Now, p o i n t  number 2? 

A. P o i n t  number 2 i s  where I b e l i e v e  w e  came a c r o s s  some 
bodies .  W e  were b lock ing  o u t  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies  where Captain  
MEDINA had s h o t  t h a t  woman. 

Q- P o i n t  number 3? 

A. This  i s  t h e  p o s i t i o n  where I b e l i e v e  w e  broke f o r  
lunch.  

(PAUL) 63  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-44 



- - - . . 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

Q Can you t e l l  m e  as w e l l  as you can remember mhether 
t h e  command group,  Captain  M E D I N A ' s  group,  moved through t h e  
v i l l a g e  o r  moved around t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h e  
sou th?  

A. Gene ra l ly ,  I t h i n k  w e  moved around t h e  o u t s k i r t s  
o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I d o n ' t  recal l  going through t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e  a t  a l l .  

Q. T o  t h e  v i l l a g e ' s  l e f t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q You mentioned a couple  t imes  a t r a i l ,  and I g o t
t h e  impress ion  t h i s  t r a i l  w a s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. A nor th-south t r a i l  through t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e  where w e  found a group of bodies .  W e  would be moving 
g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  j u s t  w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e  . 
Q I f  I draw a l i n e  from t h e  i n i t i a l  CP l o c a t i o n  down 
t o  p o i n t  2 and then  back up t o  p o i n t  3 ,  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o i n t  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  would t h i s  be your r o u t e  of march? 

A. Y e s .  

Q And a f t e r  you go from p o i n t  1 t o  p o i n t  2 ,  you 
would swing up t h i s  way. Is t h i s  t h e  one you fol lowed? 

A. From what I can r e c a l l ,  yes .  

Q. You would go about  i n  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e ,  j u s t  o f f  
this t r a i l ?  You know, on t h e  sou th  p o r t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
t h e r e  i s  a t r a i l  a long  t h i s  hedge l i n e .  Is t h i s  t h e  one 
you fol lowed? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  i t - -one  of t h e  hedge l i n e s  we 
followed. 

Q - Until you noved t o  p o i n t  3. Now, somewhere a long
t h i s  t r a i l  CARTER was evacuated? 

A. Right .  
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Q- And t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  had t o  come i n .  He had t o  come 
i n  t o  your south ,  otherwise h e ' d  be i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A.  Right. 

Q- How f a r  from p o i n t  of c o n t a c t  2 was t h e  p lace  where 
CARTER was evacuated? 

A. CARTER was evacuated j u s t  about a t  t h e  coordinates  
where these  t r a i l s  c ross .  

a - The north-south and east-wes t t r a i l s ?  

A.  Right. He was evacuated a t  approximately t h a t  s p o t -  

Q. How f a r  from the p o i n t  of evacuat ion was t h e  p o i n t  
he was wounded? 

A.  Since  t h e  chopper landed ou t  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies ,  
maybe 30 t o  50 meters.  

Q. From where he was wounded t o  t h e  chopper? 

A. I ' d  say so.  

a =  From what you desc r ibe ,  he would be wounded j u s t  a 
l i t t l e  b i t  n o r t h  of t h i s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o r  r i g h t  i n  h e r e ,  i s  t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. I ' d  say maybe a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  a rea .  

Q. J u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

North of t h a t  t r a i l .  

Q- L e t ' s  p u t  p o i n t  4 a s  t h e  approximate l o c a t i o n  of 
where he was wounded. By t h e  way, t h i s  i s  very c lose  t o  some 
o t h e r  d e s c r i p t i o n s ,  s o  apparent ly  you a r e  n o t  f a r  o f f .  Now i f  
he was wounded a t  t h a t  p o i n t  and he was evacuated somewhere 
south of the t r a i l  i n  t h i s  genera l  a r e a ,  do you remember i f  it 
was west o r  e a s t  of t h e  north-south t r a i l ?  

A. N o ,  I c a n ' t  remember. 
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Q *  This t r a i l  i s  t h e  one where you s a i d  t h e  bodies were. 
You c a n ' t  remember where? 

A. No, I c a n ' t  remember. 


Q - Well, l e t ' s  p u t  it here  and make an approximate dust-  

o f f .  Now do you remember where t h e  bodies were? Can you r e c a l l  
t h a t ?  What you s a i d  i n  L i f e  magazine, was t h a t  nea r  t h e  a rea  of 
d u s t o f f ?  Was t h a t  near  where CARTER was found? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was it on t h e  east-west t r a i l  or t h e  north-south 
t r a i l ?  

A. This t r a i l .  


Q - The north-south t r a i l ?  I t  was on t h i s  t r a i l ?  


A. Yes. 	 I. 

Q. And it was near  where CARTER was wounded? 

A. Yes, it was maybe 20 o r  25 meters down t h e  t r a i l .  

Q *  Approximately here? 

. .  	 A. Approximately here  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on a map). 

Q - You s a i d  1 5  o r  2 0 ,  was t h a t  your f i g u r e ?  

A. Right. 

Q- Now, we have taken you from your i n i t i a l  CP along 
t h e  rou te  of march up t o  t h e  p o i n t  where you had your lunch,  
marked t h e  l o c a t i o n  where CARTER was wounded, t h e  l o c a t i o n  of 
h i s  d u s t o f f ,  and t h e  l o c a t i o n  of the  bod ies ,  and we have a l s o  
i n d i c a t e d  where Captain MEDINA s h o t  t h e  woman. Is t h e r e  any- 
th ing  e l s e  t h a t  you can r e c a l l  t h a t  i s  of s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  t h i s  
a rea ,  anything wi th in  t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f ?  

A. Just t h a t  r i g h t  before  lunch t h e r e  was a permanent 
s t r u c t u r e  o r  bu i ld ing  t h a t  w e  destroyed.  
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Q- Could you l o c a t e  t h a t ?  

A. I ' d  say  r i g h t  about here .  

Q - On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of the  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right over here .  W e  l eve led  t h a t  be fo re  we broke 
f o r  lunch ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q - How d i d  you des t roy  t h a t ?  

A. There was a charge pu t  by t h e  door. I t  was a 
, f a i r l y  heavy wooden door,  	and we wanted t o  g e t  t h e  door open, 
bu t  when t h e  charge went o f f  t h e  e n t i r e  b u i l d i n g  col lapsed .  

Q. Who placed t h e  charge? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  whether t h e  engineers  were w i t h  us 
a t  t h a t  time. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  who placed t h e  charge. 

Q. I want you t o  t ake  these  photographs,  a l l  of them. 
When you look through them, I ' m  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  whether you 
saw them i n  L i f e  magazine o r  no t .  Look a t  t h e  photographs and-when you recognize people o r  p laces  s e t  it a s i d e .  S e t  it over 
t h e r e  on your l e f t ,  The r e s t  keep on your r i g h t .  The ones on 
the  l e f t  w i l l  be t h e  only ones I w i l l  ques t ion  you on. 

(The wi tness  looked through t h e  e n t i r e  s t a c k  of 
photographs. ) 

Q e  A l l  r i g h t ,  M r .  PAUL, we w i l l  go over  t h e  ones you 
s e l e c t e d  as  recognizing.  I ' d  l i k e  t o  g e t  them i n  numerical 
order .  The fol lowing ques t ions  w i l l  concern Exh ib i t s  P-2 

, through P-70. 

I ' m  going t o  s k i p  over  t h e s e  photographs which 
p e r t a i n  t o  CARTER. We a l ready have t h a t  information with 
the  except ion of one o r  two. 

A. Okay. 

Q a  Photo number 6 :  t h e  ques t ion  I have i s  what i s  t h e  
card  on t h e  helmet c l o s e s t  t o  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  photograph? Do 
you know who t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i s ?  
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A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q - What i s  t h e  rope f o r  t h a t  he has? 

A. Sometimes they used a rope,  maybe t o  disarm a 
booby t r a p .  

Q S t i l l  r e f e r r i n g  t o  Exhib i t  P-6, what i s  t h e  card  
on t h e  helmet of t h e  man t o  t h e  extreme r e a r ?  

A. I don' t know .. 

Q Do you recognize him? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q- Photo number 7 ,  t h e  man s tanding  over CARTER has 
something w r i t t e n  on h i s  helmet,  can you read  i t ?  

A. P-E-N-N, t h e  abbrevia t ion  f o r  Pennsylvania. 

Q - Do you know who it i s?  

A. Judging from t h e  helmet ,  I ' d  say WIDMER. 

Q - Once again we have t h e  man with a rope on t h e  ex-
treme r i g h t .  Can you s e e  any S e t t e r  no'(; f o r  p o s s i b l e  i d e n t i -
f i c a t i o n ?  

A. No. 

Q Photograph number 8 i s  CARTER again .  I th ink  w e  
have i d e n t i f i e d  a l l  t h e  people i n  t h e  photograph. Were you 
i n  t h i s  photograph? 

A. Poss ib ly ,  t h a t  could be m e .  

S i t t i n g  down? 

A. Right.  

Q- I know Captain MEDINA i s  a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n ,  and my
ques t ion  i s  based on your previous testimony. Is t h i s  t h e  t r a i l  
where CARTER was wounded o r  has he been moved t o  t h i s  loca t ion?  
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A. H e  has  been moved t o  t h i s  l o c a t i o n .  

Q - Is he  on t h e  nor th-south t r a i l  nea r  t h e  d u s t o f f  
p l a c e  on t h i s  photograph? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he i s  on t h e  eas t -wes t  t r a i l .  

Q- Where would you say  t h e  l o c a t i o n  i s  on t h e  a e r i a l  
map? 

(Witness i n d i c a t e s .  ) 

Back ' t o  E x h i b i t  P-6. Did you e v e r  see CARTER i n  
t h i s  p o s i t i o n ?  E i t h e r  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of  number 6 o r  number 7? 

A. N o .  

Q. Do you t h i n k  t h i s  i s  a d i f f e r e n t  l o c a t i o n  from 
photo number 8? 

A. Th i s  i s  probably r i g h t  o u t s i d e  t h e  r o o t  c e l l a r  
where CARTER s h o t  h imself  i n  t h e  f o o t .  

Q D i d n ' t  you s e e  t h i s  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. No. 

Q- Now h e r e  i s  photo number 9 ,  showing WIDMER, on t h e  
r i g h t ,  a s s i s t i n g  CARTER t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  Do you know who i s  
on CARTER'S r i g h t ?  

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q - This  i s  photo number 1 0  which shows CARTER aga in .
Can you r ecogn ize  any of t h e  t h r e e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  photo-
graph? 

A. No, I c a n ' t .  

Q Would you say  t h i s  i s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  number 8 ,  o r  
i s '  t h i s  t h e  photo on t h e  t r a i l ,  o r  would t h i s  be  back where 
he was wounded, o r  cou ld  you say?  

A. ' I c o u l d n ' t  say .  
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Q Number 11 shows a h e l i c o p t e r  with a man being 
c a r r i e d  t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. . I  d o n ' t  s ee  any red  cross  on the  h e l i c o p t e r .
Was he evacuated i n  a r e d  c ross  h e l i c o p t e r  o r  one of the 
s l i c k s ?  

A. I th ink  one of t h e  s l i c k s .  

Q e  Now photo number 11 would be t h e  same l o c a t i o n  
as  your number 5 where you s t a t e d  before  t h a t  t h e  dus t -
o f f  came i n .  

A .  Right. 

Q. And number 1 2  shows a h e l i c o p t e r  with some people 
around it. Is t h a t  CARTER'S d u s t o f f .  

A. I t ' s  hard t o  say i f  it was CARTER'S dus to f f  o r  
no t .  

Q Photo number 13: could you descr ibe  what you 
recognize about t h a t  photograph? 

A. It  i s  t h e  mortar platoon on a path along one of 
the  t rai ls .  

Q- Is t h i s  i n  My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A - .. Yes. 

Q- Who do you recognize as  being frorc t h e  mortar 
platoon? 

A. Sergeant  MARONEY and a guy by t h e  name of HOLLAND, 

Q- HOLLAND i s  t h e  t h i r d  man i n  t h e  photo? Do you
recognize anyone e l s e ?  

.A. No. 

Q- Let  me ask you t h i s :  does MARONEY s t a y  with t h e  
command group o r  does he s t a y  down with t h e  platoon? 
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A. H e  u s u a l l y  s t a y s  w i t h  t h e  mor ta r  p l a t o o n .  

Q - Who i s  number l ?  

A. L i eu t enan t  ALAUX. 

Q - Does he u s u a l l y  s t a y  wi th  t h e  mor ta r  p l a t o o n  o r  
t h e  cormnand group? 

A. H e  i s  u s u a l l y  w i t h  t h e  command group.  

Q .  Is t h e r e  any p o s s i b i l i t y  t h i s  i s  t h e  command 
group? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. D o  you know where t h i s  photograph i s  l o c a t e d ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q - Is it on t h e  t r a i l  t o  t h e  s o u t h  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
o r  could you i d e n t i f y  i t ?  

A. No, I c o u l d n ' t  say  for c e r t a i n .  

Q- This  i s  photo number 17. What do you recognize  
he re?  

A. That appears  t o  be a  permanent s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  
w e  de s t royed  b e f o r e  w e  broke f o r  lunch.  

Q - You t h i n k  t h i s  i s  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  which i s  nea r  
your l o c a t i o n  3? 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  yes .  


Q - Do you recognize  anybody i n  t h e  photograph? 


A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q =  The t r a i l  where t h e  t r o o p s  are l i n e d  up t h e r e ,  
i s  t h a t  t h e  one t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e  sou th  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  running 
eas t -wes t?  
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A. I b e l i e v e  s o .  

Q. And t h i s  looks  l i k e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  you des t royed  
a t  p o i n t  3 , ' t h e  one t h a t  caved i n ?  

A. I t h i n k  so. 

This  was r i g h t  about  i n  h e r e ,  w a s n ' t  i t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q *  Number 18 ,  what do you recognize  t h e r e ?  

A. That  appears  t o  be  L ieu tenan t  ALAUX. 

Q How do you recognize  him? 

A. Mostly j u s t  by f a c i a l  f e a t u r e s .  

Q *  What i s  he c a r r y i n g  over  h i s  r i g h t  shou lde r?  

A. T h a t ' s  a claymore bag. 

Q- Does he u s u a l l y  c a r r y  a claymore bag? 

A .  On some i n s t a n c e ,  n o t  always,  H e  had a h a b i t  of 
c a r r y i n g  h i s  maps and p e n c i l s  i n  a claymore bag. 

Q I I n  photo 1 3  he seems t o  be  c a r r y i n g  a bag.  Is 
t h a t  t h e  same type  bag? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Do you know where t h i s  photograph i s  l o c a t e d ,  
number 18?  

A. ' No, I d o n ' t .  

Q Do you recognize  any of t h e  South Vietnamese? 

A. N o .  

Q Number 21? 
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A. This  could probably be Sergeant  LAGUNOY. 

Q- Do you know who t h a t  o t h e r  s o l d i e r  i s  i n  t h e  
photograph? 

A. N o ,  I don ' t .  

Q - Have you ever  seen him before?  

A. H i s  f ace  i s  f a m i l i a r .  

Q. Do you know where it was taken? 

A. N o .  

Q- Could it be Sergeant PHU? 

A. Could be. 

Q - D o  you know him w e l l  enough t o  recognize him? 

A. I t  could be Sergeant  MINH.  

Q. You d o n ' t  know him? 

A. N o ,  I don ' t .  

Q. Photo number 23 ,  t h i s  appears t o  be Sergeant  PHU,
second from the  r i g h t .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Can you recognize anyone e l s e ?  

Q Do you know where t h a t  photograph was taken? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. Photo number 25?  

A. That could probably be SP5 FAGAN. 
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Q F-A-G-A-N? 

A. Right. 

Q. Do you know where t h e  photograph was taken? 

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q You a r e  no t  su re  whether it i s  FAGAN o r  not?  

A. Well, it looks l i k e  SP5 FAGAN. 

Q. Number 36 i s  'CARTER again.  Can you i d e n t i f y
t h e  people wi th  him? 

A .  N o ,  I c a n ' t .  

Q- Photo number 39, what do you recognize about 
t h a t  photograph? 

A .  This appears t o  be ,  it could be some of the 
bodies ly ing  along t h e  north-south t r a i l .  -. 

Q Can you i d e n t i f y  t h a t  a s  being bodies  along 
the  t r a i l ?  

A. 
photo. 

I t  j u s t  appears t o  be a por t ion  of t h e  l a r g e r  

Q L e t  me put  t h e s e  t o g e t h e r ,  number 39 and number 
4 1 .  Were these  scenes r e l a t e d  t o  your knowledge? 

A. I t  appears t o  be ,  yes .  I ' d  say they  w e r e .  They 
could be along t h e  same t r a i l .  

Q Were these  bodies  i n  39 p a r t  of t h e  bodies  i n  
4 1 ?  

A .  No, I c a n ' t  say.  

Q Were they separa ted  by any d i s t ance?  

A. They could have been, yes.  

Q Would you r e l a t e  t h e  bodies i n  39 t o  4 1  a s  being 
p a r t  of t h e  same group o r  f a r t h e r  a p a r t ?  
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A. I would say so.  

Q - I d o n ' t  want t o  put  words i n  your mouth. I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  determine i f  t h i s  scene i n  39 could be i n  t h e  oppos i te  
d i r e c t i o n  i n  41? 

A. They could be as soc ia ted .  

Q *  I n o t i c e  i n  photo number 4 1  t h e r e  i s  a barbed w i r e  
fence alongside t h e  road. Most of t h e  bodies  seem t o  be t o  be 
along t h a t  s i d e .  I n  photo number 39 t h e r e  appears t o  be no 
fence.  I t  could be on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  road.  Also 
note  t h e  baske t  which they c a r r i e d  th ings  i n .  Is t h e r e  any-
t h i n g  unusual about t h i s  basket?  

A. No. 

Q They normally c a r r y  those b ~ s k e t sover  t h e i r  
shoulder? 

A. Right ,  i n  cquantit ies of two. 

Q- One o r  two? 

A. Usually two. 

Q This  was probably one of two baske t s?  

A. Usually two. 

Q - It looks i n  photo number 39 as  i f  t h i s  basket  was 
s e t  down be fo re  these  people were s h o t .  O r  do you th ink  
t h e  baske t  could have f a l l e n  l i k e  t h a t ,  i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n ,  
and t h e  man, o r  woman, o r  whatever it i s  could be t h a t  
far away from i t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  th ink  s o .  

Q-. Do you th ink  t h e  baske t  had a l ready been put
down be fo re  the  shoot ing.  

A. Since it i s  no t  overturned I would. 
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Q- Do you t h i n k  it would have overturned o r  normally
it would have f a l l e n  i n  t h e  proper  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. - I t ' s  hard t o  say. 

Q- Now, photograph number 4 1 ,  do you recognize t h a t  
photograph? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Would you t e l l  me t h e  photograph, a s  I b e l i e v e  
you t e s t i f i e d  be fo re ,  i s  on t h e  north-south t r a i l ?  

A. Right. 

Q. I t  i s  a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  as  i tem number 6 i n  your
previous testimony. Is t h i s  t h e  photograph which you re-
l a t e  t o  t h e  15 o r  20 bodies  along t h e  t r a i l ?  

A. Yes. 

Q - That i s  number 4 1 .  Number 56, what do you re-
cognize about t h a t ?  

A. WIDMER. 

(2- Where i s  WIDMEII? 

A. Standing. 

Q- I n  t h e  back? 

A. Yes. 

Q What i s  he doing, can you t e l l ?  

A. NO,  I c a n ' t .  

Q. What i s  t h e  o t h e r  man doing? 

A. I t ' s  hard  t o  say but  it looks as if he is dropping 
something. 

Q Can you l o c a t e  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t e ?  

(PAUL) 76 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

APP T-44 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. No, I c a n ' t .  

Q - Was t h i s  t y p i c a l  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  over  here  
on t h e  r i g h t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q Temporary? 

'A. Yes. 

Q - Is t h a t  a bed over on t h e  l e f t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q - Do you know what it i s ?  

No, I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Can you r e c a l l  t h e  loca t ion?  

No. 

How can you t e l l  i t ' s  WIDMER? 

F a c i a l  f e a t u r e s .  

Number- 57? 

Sergeant  LOPEZ, 3d Platoon. 

Where i s  t h e  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q • Is it an a r e a  near  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Yes. 

Q- What i s  he doing, des t roying  them? 

A. Yes, with a machete. 

Q - It appears a s  i f  he i s  loaded with amnio. Is 
t h a t  normal? 
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A. W e  v a r i e d  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. Would you say  each man had t h i s  much w i t h  him? 

A. Y e s ,  I would. For t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  yes .  

Q - Of cou r se ,  you expec ted  a  l o t  of r e s i s t a n c e .  

A. Guys u s u a l l y  c a r r i e d  a s  much as two o r  t h r e e  ban-
d o l e e r s .  

Q Photo number 60? 

A. The person  i n  t h e  photo  i s  f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  
remember h i s  name. H e  was i n  t h e  3d Pla toon.  

Q - Is t h i s  by any chance L ieu tenan t  LACROSS? 

No. 

Q - Do you know where t h a t  l o c a t i o n  is? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q What i s  t h i s  o b j e c t  on t h e  f r o n t  p a r t  of  t h e  porch? 

A. A food c o n t a i n e r  of  some k ind .  

Q - Was it normal t o  c a r r y  two can teens?  

A. More than  two can teens .  

Q. - A l l  w i t h  wa te r .  

A. Y e s .  

Q Number 64? 

A. I t  looks  l i k e  DELPOME. 

Q. From what p l a toon?  

A. Second. 
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Q- Who i s  t h e  o t h e r  man? 

A. DELPOME is i n  t h e  c e n t e r .  The o t h e r  man i s  
Gerald SMITH. 

Q- Gerald SMITH? 

A. I t h i n k  so .  

Q. D o  you know where t h a t  photograph was taken? 

A, I remember moving through a r i c e  paddy. I guess  
it was l a t e r  on t h a t  day. This  p a r t i c u l a r  r i c e  paddy w e  
moved a long ,  and w e  s e t  up t h e  mortars  behind us  t o  g ive  us 
suppor t ing  f i r e ,  and t h e  company moved on down t h e  r i c e  paddy 
ahead of t h e  mor ta rs .  And when w e  reached t h e  end,  they 
disassembled t h e i r  equipment and moved up with  us.  

Q- Did you s e e  them set up? 

Y e s .  

Do you remember how many tubes  you had se t  up? 

Two o r  t h r e e .  

Q *  So thks  i s  n o t  t h e  l and ing  zone? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  r i c e  was 
t h a t  high.  

Q- It appears  t o  be a h e l i c o p t e r  back h e r e ,  d o e s n ' t  
it? 

A. You c a n ' t  t e l l  what k ind  of s h i p  it i s .  

Q This  would be on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  My Lai  ( 4 )  
moving n o r t h e a s t ?  

A. I remember walking through a f a i r l y  l a r g e  r i c e  
paddy. 

Q- Where do you t h i n k  it would be on t h e  a e r i a l  
photograph? 
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A. I n  r e l a t i o n ,  t h i s  would be  moving towards t h e  
sea. 

. Q - About how f a r  o u t  from My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. I ' d  say  a f a i r l y  good d i s t a n c e  o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l -
l age .  

Q. I t  would be ha rd  t o  i d e n t i f y  on t h e  photograph 
wouldn ' t  i t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Number 66? 

A. Se rgean t  PHU. 

Q The man on t h e  extreme l e f t  i s  Se rgean t  PHU? 

A. And t h i s  i s  MARTIN.  

Q - Who i s  i n  t h e  c e n t e r ?  

I c a n ' t  say .  

Q. Does he  appear  t o  be  Vietnamese? 

A. Y e s ,  he does .  
. . 

Q A Vietnamese s o l d i e r ? .  

A. Y e s .  

a *  Does he have any d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  marks on h i s  uni-
form o r  equipment. What i s  he armed wi th?  

A. He's armed wi th  a 16.  

Q - Is t h a t  normal? 

A. No. I t  i s  very  unusual  f o r  a Vietnamese s o l d i e r  
t o  c a r r y  a s u r v i v a l  k n i f e  a l s o .  

Q *  Where i s  t h a t  k n i f e ,  i n  h i s  p a n t s  a l s o ?  
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A. 	 Right. 

Q. 	 What i s  t h i s  t h i n g  on h i s  pocket ,  can you t e l l ?  

A. 	 I t ' s  an i n s i g n i a .  

Q =  	 Can you determine what t h e  rank i s ?  

NO,  I c a n ' t .  

Q. Can you recognize t h e  two t h a t  appear t o  be Negro 
s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  background? 

A. I c a n ' t  a s s o c i a t e  them wi th  any names. This 
could be WOOD, t h e  one on t h e  r i g h t ,  probably,  yes.  

Q. 	 Can you r e c a l l  where t h i s  l o c a t i o n  i s ?  

A. 	 NO,  I can" t .  

Q a  Do you recognize t h e  Vietnamese? 

A. No. 


Q- Photo number 6 7? 


A. 	 That appears t o  be Sergeant  PHU. 

Q. I know whoever it i s  wears an America1 Divis ion 
i n s i g n i a  on h i s  h.elmet. 

A .  	 Yesr sir.  

Q. Did Sergeant  P H U  wear t h a t ?  

A t  Yes, sir. 

Q. Can you i d e n t i f y  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of 67 o r  t h e  Viet-  
namese? 

A. 	 No. 

Q. 	 Number 69?  
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A. I t  appears  t o  be  DELPOME aga in .  

Q What i s  he c a r r y i n g  around h i s  neck? 

A .  T h a t ' s  an  M-79. 

Q *  Does he  normally c a r r y  t h a t  weapon?. 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o .  There w e r e  c e r t a i n  i n d i -
v i d u a l s  a s s igned  t o  each p l a t o o n  t h a t  would be  r e q u i r e d  t o  
c a r r y  one of t h e s e .  

Q *  Do you r ecogn ize  t h e  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. No* 

Q Is t h e r e  anyth ing  e l s e  t h a t  you can recall  t h a t  
might go on t h a t  photograph of  s i g n i f i c a n c e ?  

A. No. 

Q There was a l a r g e  s h r i n e ,  pagoda, whatever  
you want t o  c a l l  i t ,  i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  a r e a .  Do you e v e r  
remember s e e i n g  t h a t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  go ing  sou th  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  
t o  reach  a  f a i r l y  good road ,  number 521? 

A. . No, I d o n ' t .  

Q - - You d o n ' t  remember go ing  t h a t  f a r  o u t ?  

A. No. 

Q Now, i s  t h e r e  anyth ing  f u r t h e r  t h a t  you could  
s ta te  t h a t  might a s s i s t  us i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir ,  

Q Do you have any f u r t h e r  tes t imony? 
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A. N o ,  s ir .  

Q. I remind you of what M r .  WEST s a i d  about no t  
d i scuss ing  t h e  mat ter  we d iscussed  i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
with o t h e r  persons.  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Espec ia l ly  with o t h e r  wi tnesses  who might be 
c a l l e d  i n  before  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Y e s ,  s ir .  

(Exhibi t  P-72 en te red  on page 1, T-46.) 

(PAUL 8 3  

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

APP T-44 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: WIDMER, F rede r i ck  J .  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 29 December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: Murder and aggravated a s s a u l t .  

COUNSEL: Gary R.  MYERS, CPT, J A G C ,  OTJAG, Headquarters 

Department o f  t h e  Army, Washington, D .C .  


DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: RTO t o  Capta in  MEDINA, 

C/1/20, Task Force Barker .  


1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS.AND BRIEFINGS. 

The w i t n e s s  w a s  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  on 15 March 
when Capta in  MEDINA t o l d  them t h e y  w e r e  going i n t o  t h e  My La i  
area, by which he  meant P i n k v i l l e  and t h e  g e n e r a l  A0 ,on a 
s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  o p e r a t i o n  (pg .  7 ) .  He a g r e e d  wi th  a 
s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  he  made p rev ious ly  t o  t h e  C I D ,  i n  which he  
s a i d  t h a t  MEDINA t o l d  t h e  company t h a t  du r ing  t h e  miss ion 
"everyone was VC o r  VC sympath izers"  and "every th ing  w a s  t o  
be k i l l e d , "  meaning people  and animals  (pgs .  7 ,  8 ) .  The 
w i t n e s s  d e c l i n e d  t o  answer a q u e s t i o n  on t h e  mood of  t h e  
members of t h e  company a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  (pg.  8 ) .  He made 
mentinn o f  a memorial s e r v i c e  be ing  h e l d  f o r  one of t h e  
s o l d i e r s  o f  t h e  company, named MEBER, which he s t a t e d  took 
p l a c e  s e v e r a l  weeks b e f o r e  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 8 ) .  

2. ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

WIDMER s t a t e d  t h a t  he was on t h e  l a s t  l i f t ,  he thought  
it w a s  tlie t h i r d ,  i n t o  t h e  My La i  ( 4 )  a r e a  on 16 March. He 
w a s  t h e  s p a r e  RTO t h a t  day and was n o t  o p e r a t i n g  (pg.  9 ) .  
-The command group o r i g i n i a l l y  was i n s i d e  a hedgerow a t  t h e  
e n t r a n c e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  u n t i l  a p l a toon  had secured  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  t hen  they  moved up behind them and passed through 
t h e  v i l l a g e  and s e t  up ano the r  CP on t h e  o u t s k i r t s .  The 
movement o f  t h e  company was from wes t  t o  e a s t  (pg.  1 0 )  . The 
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wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  wh i l e  he was wi th  MEDINA, he d i d  n o t  
s e e  him shoo t  a  woman (pg. 1 0 )  . Xe d e c l i n e 2  t o  answer 
a q u e s t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  r o u t e  through t h e  hamlet  o f  My L a i  ( 4 )  
(pg.  1 0 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he saw 1 0  t o  15 dead c i v i l i a n s  
i n  t h e  h a n ~ l e t  and s a i d  t h a t  i n  h i s  C I D  i n t e r v i e w  he gave 
t h e  f i g u r e  15 n o t  50 (pg.  11). H e  saw hootches  i n  My L a i  
burn ing  (pg.  11), and MEDINA d i d  n o t  s ay  anyth ing  about  t h i s  
(pg. 1 2 )  . H e  recall& MEDINA s ay ing  t o  c a l l  CALLEY and t e l l  
him t o  s t o p  s h o o t i n g  b u t  cou ld  n o t  g i v e  a d e f i n i t e  t ime a s  t o  
when t h i s  took p l a c e  (pgs .  1 2 ,  1 3 ) .  The company l a a g e r e d  
t h a t  n i g h t  n e a r  a  g raveyard .  The nex t  day they  moved t o  t h e  
sou th  through My Khe ( 3 ) , My Khe (1) and My Khe ( 2 )  towards 
t h e  mouth of t h e  Song Tra  Khuc River (pg.  1 3 ) .  One p l a t o o n  
went up on H i l l  85 (pg.  1 3 ) .  He s t a t e d  wh i l e  on t h e  sweep 
sou th  b e f o r e  coming t o  t h e  s e a ,  they  saw t h r e e  VC, p o s s i b l y  
more, running n e a r  t h e  base  of  a  h i l l .  The VC e luded  them 
(pg.  1 4 ) .  On t h e  1 7 t h  of March, t hey  a l s o  p icked  up a 
p a r t y  o r g a n i z e r ,  a n u r s e ,  and a few o t h e r  . p r i s o n e r s  (pg.  1 4 ) .  
Sometime t h a t  day,  L ieu t enan t  Colonel  BARKER v i s i t e d  Capta in  
MEDINA b u t  t h e  w i t n e s s  was on t h e  beach,  100 meters  away, 
and could n o t  h e a r  what was d i s c u s s e d  (pg.  1 4 ) .  MEDINA 
t o l d  them t h a t  BARKER c o n g r a t u l a t e d  t h e  u n i t  on c a p t u r i n g  
t h e  p a r t y  o r g a n i z e r  (pg.  1 4 )  . 
3.  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

Witness s t a t e d  t h a t  he knew who HENDERSON was b u t  d i d  . 
n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  him a t  LZ D o t t i e  (pg.  1 5 ) .  He was never  
ques t ioned  by HENDERSON on what happened i n  My La i  ( 4 )  
(pg. 1 5 ) .  A t  LZ D o t t i e ,  MEDINA c a l l e d  them t o g e t h e r ,  

informed them of  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and t o l d  them t o  keep it 

t o  themselves and n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  it. MEDINA t o l d  them 

t h a t  he was going t o  t a k e  f u l l  blame f o r  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  

went on,  a s  t hey  were j u s t  fo l lowing  h i s  o r d e r s  (pgs .  1 5 , 1 6 ) .  

H e  made a s t a t e m e n t  t o  t h e  C I D  i n  October o f  1969 (pg.  7 ) .  


4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  du r ing  t h e  morning of  
17 March, he could  h e a r  heavy f i r e  coming from t h e  a r e a  where 
Bravo company was l o c a t e d  (pg.  1 8 ) .  This  w a s  an a r e a  t o  
his l e f t  between him and t h e  ocean (pg.  1 9 ) .  The v i l l a g e s  
o f  Co Lay and My Khe were po in t ed  o u t  t o  him on MAP-1 and 
he s t a t e d  t h a t  he n o t i c e d  smoke r i s i n g  from t h e  g e n e r a l  
c o a s t a l  a r e a .  He d i d  n o t  a c t u a l l y  see t h e  f i r e  which could  
mean t h a t  e i t h e r  t h e  v i l l a g e s  were on f i r e  o r  t h a t  f i e l d s  
were burn ing  (pg. 20) . 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1218 hours ,  29 kcem--
b e r  1969. ) 

MR hEST: The hear ing  will come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, 
COL MILLER, COL FRANKLIN, LTC PATTERSON, and M A J  COOP. 

The n e x t  wi tness  i s  Fredrick J.  WIDMER. 

ChlR WIDMER was c a l l e d  as  a  w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as  fol lows:)  

M r .  WIDMER, w i l l  you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupa-
t i o n ,  and res idence ,  p lease?  

A .  Jly f u l l  name i s  Frederick Joseph WIDMER. My oc-
cupat ion i s  cement f i n i s h e r ,  and I l i v e  a t  2 2 1  Cresent  Drive,  
Lower 'Burrel l ,  Pennsylvania. 

MR WEST : M r .  WIDIER, before  we - g e t  i n t o  any ques t ion ing ,  
Colonel MILLER has c e r t a i n  information f o r  you about t h e  n a t u r e  
of t h i s  inqu i ry  and, a l s o ,  some i n s t r u c t i o n s  concerning 
your l e g a l  r i g h t s .  

COL MILLER: M r .  WIDMER, t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  
j o i n t l y  by t h e  Secre tary  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of 
S t a f f  of t h e  Army f o r  t h e  purposes of determining f a c t s  
and making f ind ings  and recommendations concerning two major 
mat ters  : 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent r e p o r t s  and reviews w i t h i n  
the chain of command, of what we have come t o  r e f e r  t o  
commonly as  t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  of March 1968, and 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding of 
information by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
f u r n i s h  information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

It i s  no t  our primary purpose t o  determine a l l  
of t h e  f a c t s  of exac t ly  what may have happened a t  My Lai . 
Although we do g e t  i n t o  them i n  some d e t a i l ,  our  two main 
purposes a r e  a s  I j u s t  s t a t e d .  
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W e  have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and we have re-
viewed your s ta tements  and t h e  s ta tements  of  o t h e r s  made i n  
p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  inc lud ing  t h e  C I D  and t h e  Inspec to r  
Genera l ' s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  My Lai .  

Today your testimony w i l l  be taken  under oa th .  
verbatim record  w i l l  be prepared and, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
r e p o r t e r ,  we a l s o  have a t a p e  recorder .  

The genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  i s  cor-
f i d e n t i a l .  However, t h e r e  i s  a  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  some o r  
a l l  of t h e  tes t imony t h a t  i s  given here  w i l l  become a 

, 

matter  of p u b l i c  knowledge a t  some l a t e r  t ime.  

Are you under t h e  o r d e r  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  judgc i n' 
t h e  case of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  
your testimony i n  c e r t a i n  ins tances?  

A. Y e s ,  I d i d  r ece ive  a l e t t e r .  

COL MILLER: I would reques t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  you:' t e s -  
timony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with o t h e r s , - i n c l u d i n g  czher 
wi tnesses  i n  t h i s  case ,  except  as you may be requirec' t o  
do s o  before  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  0:.leg-
i s l a t i v e  body. 

The f a c t  t h a t  you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  ordrlr of 
t h e  x i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  case  of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. -
Galley does no t  preclude you from t e s t i f y i n g  h e r e .  This  
was determined by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge, and we have rlade t h e  
same dec i s ion .  So you a r e  not  v i o l a t i n g  h i s  o r d e r  i f  you 
decide t o  t e s t i f y  today. A t  t h e  same t ime,  t h e  f z c t  t h a t  
you appear h e r e  does n o t  change t h e  e f f e c t  of t h e  o r d e r  
from t h e  m i l i t a r y  ju.dge as f a r  a s  t a l k i n g  a t  o the  .- p laces .  

M r .  WIDMER, I j u s t  s t a t e d ,  t h a t  t h e  p1.rposes of t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  were those  two major t h i n g s  t h a t  I mentioned 
and t h a t  we have read  your p r i o r  s ta tements  and 
t h e  s ta tements  of o t h e r s .  A t  t h i s  time I adv i se  you t h a t  
you a r e  suspected of having committed o f fenses  c f  murder and 
of aggravated a s s a u l t  during t h i s  My Lai operatLon. These may 
be o f fenses  which could be ca tegor ized  as  w a r  crimes and 
a r e  o f fenses  f o r  which t h e r e  i s  a  p o s s i b i l i t y  y3u 
could o r  may be t r i e d  by e i t h e r  a  genera l  cour t -mar t i a l  
o r  a  m i l i t a r y  commission. 
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Before  w e  proceed t o  ask  q u e s t i o n s  I want t o  b e  
s u r e  t h a t  you unders tand what your t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s  
are and your  r i g h t  t o  counse l :  

F i r s t  of  a l l ,  you do have t h e  r i g h t  t o  remain 
s i l e n t ,  complete ly  s i l e n t ,  and t o  answer no q u e s t i o n s .  

Second, any s t a t emen t  you do make may be used 
a g a i n s t  you i n  a c r i m i n a l  t r i a l .  

You have t h e  r i g h t  t o  c o n s u l t  w i th  a counse l  
and by t h i s  I mean a q u a l i f i e d  l e g a l  counse l ,  a lawyer ,  
and t o  have such  counse l  w i t h  you h e r e  a t  your  ques t ion ing .  
You may r e t a i n  such counse l  a t  your  own expense,  o r ,  
i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  s i n c e  t h e  o f f e n s e s  may be s u b j e c t  t o  m i l i -
t a r y  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  you w i l l  have a r i g h t  t o  have counsel  
appoin ted  f o r  you,  m i l i t a r y  counse l ,  a t  no expense t o  you. 
I f  you have a p a r t i c u l a r  counsel  and h e  i s  reasonably  a v a i l -
a b l e ,  w e  w i l l  make eve ry  e f f o r t  t o  make him a v a i l a b l e .  Other-
w i s e  an appo in t ed  counse l  i s  a v a i l a b l e .  

Now, do you unders tand what I have s a i d  s o  f a r ?  
Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  about  i t ?  

A. No. I unders tand e v e r y t h i n g  you t o l d  me, and I 
have no q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e .  

Q I f  you do have any, p l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  ask  m e .  
I w i l l  t r y  t o  answer them t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my a b i l i t y .  

Next, would you d e s i r e  t o  have counse l  appoin ted  
f o r  you, o r  do you wish a l t e r n a t i v e l y  t o  g e t  c i v i l i a n ,  o r  
would you l i k e  t o  do both? 

A. I t h i n k  I would l i k e  t o  do bo th .  

Q- And you p r e f e r  t o  do t h a t  b e f o r e  w e  con t inue  a s k i n g  
you any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. T h i s  charge of a s s a u l t  and e v e r y t h i n g ,  w i l l  t h i s  
b e  brought  a g a i n s t  me today o r  a t  a f u t u r e  d a t e ?  

a .  I d o n ' t  know whether  you w i l l  e v e r  be formal ly  
charged w i t h  it o r  n o t .  I t o l d  you t h a t  you are suspec t ed  o f  
t h e  o f f e n s e s  o f  murder and aggrava ted  a s s a u l t  a t  t h i s  t ime.  
I n  my op in ion  t h e s e  a r e  o f f e n s e s  f o r  which t h e r e  i s  a t  l e a s t  
a p o s s i b i l i t y  you could  s t i l l  be t r i e d .  
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W e  w i l l  a sk  many q u e s t i o n s  about My L a i ,  what happened 
b e f o r e ,  du r ing ,  and a f t e r .  Many of t h e s e  may have nothYng t o  
do s p e c i f i c a l l y  w i t h  what you w e r e  su spec t ed  of  hav ing  com-
m i t t e d  y o u r s e l f .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  some o f  o u r  q u e s t i o n s  
may g e t  i n t o  t h a t  a r ea .  You do have ,  as I s a y ,  t h e  r i g h t  t o  
e i t h e r  employ your own counse l  o r  have m i l i t a r y  counse l ,  
o r  b o t h ,  and t o  have them h e r e  w i th  you. You have t h e  
o p t i o n  o f  do ing  t h a t  now o r  a t  any t ime d u r i n g  t h e  i n t e r -
r o g a t i o n .  If you do dec ide  t o  go ahead and answer q u e s t i o n s  
now you can s t o p  a t  any t i m e .  You can r e f u s e  t o  answer any 
q u e s t i o n s  you wish.  You can r e q u e s t  counse l  and seek  
counsel  a t  any t i m e .  

A. I ' l l  go ahead wi th  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  t h e  p re -
s e n t  t i m e .  

Q. You mentioned a few minutes ago t h a t  you thought  
you would want counse l?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Do you want t o  seek  counse l  and d i s c u s s  t h i s  w i t h  
counsel  a t  t h i s  t i m e  o r  n o t ?  I would l i k e  t o  b e  very s u r e  
o f  t h i s  b e f o r e  we go ahead. 

A. Y e s ,  I would l i k e  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  counse l  r i g h t  
now. 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be  r eces sed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1228 hour s ,  29 December 
1969.) 

The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1610 hour s ,  29 December 
1969 .) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named persons  are p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, 
COL MILLER, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI,  and MAJ COOP. 

S i r ,  t h e  nex t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  F r e d e r i c k  5. 
W I D r n R .  

(MR WIDMER was r e c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s  f o r  t h e  h e a r i n g ,  
was reminded t h a t  he  was s t i l l  under o a t h ,  and t e s t i f i e d  as 
fo l lows  :) 
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RCDR : A r e  you r e p r e s e n t e d  by counse l?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

RCDR : W i l l  counse l  p l e a s e  s t a t e  h i s  name and addres s  f o r  
t h e  record?  

I C :  Capta in  Gary R. MYERS, 708 South P i t t  S t r e e t ,  
Alexandr ia ,  V i r g i n i a .  

COL MILLER: Capta in ,  you a r e  a lawyer?  

A. Y e s ,  I am, 

Q. Admitted t o  p r a c t i c e  law? 

A. I n  t h e  S t a t e  of  ~ e n n s y l v a n i a .  

Q* Thi s  morning, b e f o r e  o u r  recess, I had adv i sed  
M r .  WIDMER of  h i s  t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s  and o f  t h e  o f f e n s e s  con-
ce rn ing  which h e  was suspec ted .  A t  t h a t  p o i n t  h e  dec ided  
h e  would l i k e  t o  seek  counse l  b e f o r e  he  would answer any 
q u e s t i o n s .  I t h e n  g o t  i n  touch w i t h  you,  as you recal l .  
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  would l i k e  t o  have bo th  c i v i l i a n  and m i l -
i t a r y  counse l .  I n o t i c e  t h e r e  i s  no c i v i l i a n  counse l  h e r e  a t  
t h e  t ime.  Is t h i s  by choice  M r .  WIDMEK? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- You d o n ' t  i n t e n d  t o  s eek  c i v i l i a n  counse l?  

A. Not a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e .  

Q* A r e  you s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  your  m i l i t a r y  counsel?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Have you had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a l k  t o  him a l l  
t h a t  you need t o ?  

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q- Having t a l k e d  t o  him, a r e  you w i l l i n g  t o  have him 
r e p r e s e n t  you a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  
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Q A r e  you w i l l i n g  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Do you unders tand you may s t o p  answering q u e s t i o n s  
and you may r e f u s e  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s ,  as I e x p l a i n e d  t o  you 
t h i s  morning? You a r e  aware o f  t h i s  t o o ?  

I C  : W e  would l i k e  t o  make t h a t  c l e a r  on t h e  r e c o r d ,  s i r ,  
t h a t  a l though my c l i e n t  wishes  t o  be a s  c o o p e r a t i v e  as pos-
s i b l e  a t  t h i s  h e a r i n g ,  w e  r e s e r v e  t h e  r i g h t ,  of  c o u r s e ,  t o  n o t  
answer any q u e s t i o n s  a t  aiiy t i m e  o r  o f  answering , a l l  q u e s t i o n s ,  
a s  t h e  c a s e  may a r i s e .  

COL MILLER: I unders tand ,  and you may c o n s u l t  a t  any t i m e .  
T h a t ' s  a l l  I have. 

MR WEST: I unders tand ,  M r .  WIDMER, you were a member o f  t h e  
Army on 16 March 1968? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. What w a s  your  grade a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A.  A t  t h a t  t i m e  I w a s  a s p e c i a l i s t  f o u r t h  class, sir.  

Q. What was your  assignment? 

A. I w a s  a s s igned  a s  an RTO. 

What was your u n i t ?  

A. My u n i t  was C/1/20, 1 1 t h  L i g h t  I n f a n t r y  Brigade.  

Q. ' Was t h i s  a t  t h a t  t i m e  p a r t  o f  Task Force Barker?  

A. Y e s ,  i t w a s .  

Q. You w e r e  an RTO. Whose RTO were you? 

A. I w a s  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r ' s  RTO, s i r .  

Q. Capta in  MEDINA's? 

A.  Capta in  M E D I N A ' s  . 
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Q C h a r l i e  Company? 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q e  Direc t ing  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  15th  of March, 
1968, were you p resen t  a t  a b r i e f i n g  a t  t h e  company by Captain 
MF,DINA on t h a t  day? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Would you t e l l  us what Captain MEDINA t o l d  t h e  
company? 

A. A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  Captain MEDINA b r i e f e d  us on our opera t ion  
which we were going i n t o  t h e  following day, which was t h e  opera t ion  
i n  t h e  MY Lai  a r e a .  He b r i e f e d  us on our o b j e c t i v e  and as t o  
what we were t o  do. 

Q. Did h e  t e l l  you what kind of an opera t ion  i t  was? 

A .  Yes, s ir .  I t  was a search  and des t roy  opera t ion .  

Q. When you s a i d  My L a i ,  a r e  you r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  
hamlet of My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A .  I n  P i n k v i l l e  t h e  genera l  AS--general a rea .  

Q I s e e .  Did he t e l l  you anything more about how 
t h e  opera t ion  was t o  be conducted, what t h e  o rde r s  were? 

A. A s  t o  o r d e r s ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  offhand any a c t u a l  
o rde r s ,  i f  t h e r e  were any given. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  an i n v e s t i g a t o r  f o r  t h e  
C I D  named Jack BYERS i n  October of t h i s  year?  

A. Y e s ,  I do, sir.  

Q. Do you remember what you s t a t e d  t o  him about 
what Captain MEDINA s a i d  during t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. ' No, I d o n ' t ,  s i r .  

(re To r e f r e s h  your memory, M r .  WIDMER, d i d n ' t  you t e l l  
M r .  BYERS t h a t  Captain MEDINA t o l d  t h e  company t h a t  during t h e  
mission everyone was VC o r  VC sympathizers and suppor ters  and 
everything was t o  be k i l l e d ,  meaning people and animals? 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  b u t  I d i d  n o t  s t a t e  t h a t  t h i s  was an o rde r .  

Q Perhaps I used t h e  wrong words, b u t  he  d i d  say t h i s  
t o  t h e  company? 

A .  . Yes , sir.  

Q What was t h e  mood of t h e  members of C h a r l i e  Com-
pany a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  For example, were they  apprehensive 
about t h e  a c t i o n  on t h e  following day? Were they  ready t o  go? 

A. I r e s p e c t f u l l y  dec l ine  t o  answer t h a t  on t h e  grounds 
t h a t  it may t end  t o  inc r imina te  me. 

Q Do you remember, s t i l l  on t h a t  pe r iod  p r i o r  t o  1 6  
March, do you remember a memorial s e r v i c e  be ing  h e l d  f o r  one 
of t h e  s o l d i e r s  of t h e  company? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. When d i d  t h i s  occur? 

A. This  w a s  s e v e r a l  weeks before  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

Q Was t h i s  s e r v i c e  he ld  f o r  WEBER? 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. I f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken, h e  was t h e  f i r s t  man i n  t h e  
company t o  be k i l l e d .  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q What was t h e  f e e l i n g  of t h e  men about t h i s  time? 
Did they t a k e  t h i s  p r e t t y  hard? 

A .  A t  t h e  time I Id say t h a t  j u s t  about everyone i n  
t h e  company f e l t  some g r i e f  because WEBER was l o s t  and he 
was t h e  f i r s t  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  be l o s t  and everyone was c l o s e  
t o  him. 

a.  Was he we l l  i iked? 

A. Yes, sir.  
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Q. During t h e  weeks preceding  t h e  ope ra t ion  a g a i n s t  
My La i  ( 4 )  we've had some evidence i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  company 
had a p r e t t y  ha rd  t i m e .  They l o s t  men i n  t h e  mine f i e ld ,  
and they  l o s t  them t o  r n i p e r s ,  and they  s u f f e r e d  c a s u a l t i e s  
wi thout  r e a l l y  coming t o  g r i p s  wi th  t h e  VC. Is t h i s  t h e  way 
you r e c a l l  t h i n g s ?  I d o n ' t  want t o  p u t  words i n  your mouth, 
b u t  could you comment on t h i s ?  

A I d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  I can s u f f i c i e n t l y  answer t h a t  
q u e s t i o n ,  s i r ,  n o t  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e .  

Q .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of  t h e  reason f o r  your n o t  answering 
t h e  ques t ion .  

I C  : W e  would r a t h e r  avoid any q u e s t i o n s  which genera l -
ly--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You f e e l  t h i s  might t e n d  t o  incrim-
ina te - -

I C :  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Look t o  t h e  i n t e n t  of t h e  company 
a s  a mass which may r e f l e c t  on any i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h a t  company. 

Q L e t t s  move t o  t h e  nex t  day,  t h e  1 6 t h  of  March, t h e  
a c t u a l  combat a s s a u l t  on My Lai  ( 4 )  . Do you r e c a l l  what l i f t  
you were i n  when t h e  com2any was 2 u t  i n  t h c  v i c i n i t y - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I was on t h e  l a s t  l i f t ,  s i r .  I be-
l i e v e  it was t h e  t h i r d .  

Q A 1 1  r i g h t ,  were you a c t u a l l y  o p e r a t i n g  a  r a d i o  t h a t  
day wi th  Captain MEDINA? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q- We've had some tes t imony,  I b e l i e v e  from M r .  PAUL, 
John PAUL, t h a t  you were a  s p a r e  RTO t h a t  day. Is t h a t  
r i g h t ,  o r  d i d  you have some o t h e r  duty? 

A. On t h a t  day I was t h e  s p a r e  RTO. 

0'. Never the le s s ,  d i d  you j o i n  t h e  command group wi th  
Captain MEDINA? 

A. Y e s ,  I d i d .  

Q. A 1 1  r i g h t .  Can you desc r ibe  t h e  movements of t h e  
command group t h a t  morning a s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  progressed?  
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A. The command group s t a y e d  j u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  hedgerow 
t o  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  u n t i l  t h e  one p l a t o o n  had p r e t t y  
w e l l  secured  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Then w e  con t inued  t o  move behind 
them. Once w e  had pas sed  through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  w e  set  up an-
o t h e r  CP on t h e  o u t s k i r t s .  

Q The movement of  t h e  company, as I unders tand  it, 
was from wes t  t o  e a s t  t o  t h e  hamle t  of My La i  ( 4 )  . Is 
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  about  what t i m e  it w a s  when you took  
up a p o s i t i o n  on t h e  e a s t  edge o f  t h e  hamlet?  

A. I cannot  g i v e  a s p e c i f i c  t i m e .  I d o n ' t  remember, sir. 

Q W e l l ,  w a s  it b e f o r e  noon? 

. A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Capta in  MEDINA t e s t i f i e d  b e f o r e  us e a r l i e r  t h i s  
month and t o l d  about  an i n c i d e n t  which--this  w a s  f a i r l y  e a r l y  
i n  t h e  morning b e f o r e  he  s t a r t e d  through My L a i  ( 4 ) - - i n  
which he  s h o t  a Vietnamese woman. Were you p r e s e n t  a t  t h i s  
t ime? 

A. A t  t h e  t ime I was w i t h  Capta in  MEDINA, I d i d  n o t  
s e e  him shoo t  a woman. 

Q. Can you recall  how you moved th rough  t h e  hamlet  
of  My L a i  (4 )  , t h e  r o u t e  you took? 

I C :  S i r ,  would you be r e f e r r i n g  . t o  t h e  command group, 
o r  t o  M r .  WIDMER? . 

Q Y e s ,  w e l l ,  M r .  WIDMER r a t h e r  t han  t h e  command group. 

A. I r e s p e c t f u l l y  d e c l i n e  t o  answer t h a t  q u e s t i o n  on 
t h e  grounds t h a t  it may t e n d  t o  i n c r i m i n a t e  me:. 

& 0 All right, That  morning w h i l e  you w e r e  i n  My L a i  
( 4 )  d i d  you see any dead c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  hamlet?  

(WIDMER) 1 0  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- How many d i d  you s e e ?  

A. Approximately 10 t o  1 5 ,  sir. 

Q W e l l ,  I wonder i f  you r e c a l l  t e l l i n g  M r .  BYERS 
t h a t  you saw an easy 50 dead c i v i l i a n s  l y i n g  dead i n  and 
around My Lai ( 4 )  and t h a t  no one w a s  a l i v e  when t h e  
u n i t  l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  D o  you r e c a l l  making t h a t  s t a t e -
ment t o  him? 

I C :  I f  you are, i n  your  i n q u i r y ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  C I D  
r e p o r t  by Jack  T.  BYERS, could  you in form counse l  what page 
you are look ing  t o ?  

O h ,  i t ' s  on t h e  f i r s t  page. 

I C :  F ine .  

Q I t ' s  r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle.  

A. I n  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  wi th  M r .  BYERS, I though t  I s a i d  
15 ,  n o t  50 .  

Q 9 You see i t ' s  5 0  written here i n  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  
M r .  BYERS, b u t  you would say  t h a t  you s a w  about  15  dead 
c i v i l i a n s ?  What about t h e  rest o f  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  no 
one was a l i v e  when t h e  u n i t  l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Is t h a t  
your  s t a t emen t?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir.  

Q. T h i s  i s  t h e  way you s a w  t h i n g s ?  Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q What about t h e  houses  and t h e  hootches  i n  My L a i  
( 4 )  ? Did you see any bu rn ing  t a k i n g  p l a c e ?  

A. Yes, sir .  

Q What w a s  Capta in  MEDINA's r e a c t i o n  t o  t h i s ,  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  houses  were be ing  burned and people  were be ing  
s h o t ?  Did h e  do anyth ing  about  i t ?  

11 
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A. Captain MEDINA d i d  n o t  say anything about t h e  
hootches be ing  burned, 

Q Was he i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  s e e  t h e  dead people t h a t  
you saw t h e r e ?  

A. I dontt remember, sir. 

Q I n  M r .  BYERSt s tatement  t h e r e  i s  an i n d i c a t i o n  
t h a t  you may have s a i d  t o  him something about Colonel BARKER 
v i s i t i n g  Captain MEDINA. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A.  I do b e l i e v e  Colonel BARKER v i s i t e d  Captain 
MEDINA, bu t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  when o r  what l o c a t i o n .  

Q W e  have asked s e v e r a l  people a s  t o  whether,  
during t h e  o p e r a t i o n  on t h e  morning of t h e  16th of March, 
Colonel BARKER e v e r  landed o r  v i s i t e d  t h e  scene ,  and up 
t o  t h i s  p o i n t  we h a v e n ' t  found anybody t h a t  s a i d  he was 
on t h e  scene a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  on t h e  morning of 1 6  
March. This  i s  why I asked t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  ques t ion .  
Would you p l e a s e  t h i n k  hard and s e e  i f  you can r e c a l l  
whether it was a t  t h i s  time o r  perhaps a t  some l a t e r  time 
t h a t  Colonel BARKER v i s i t e d  Captain MEDINA? 

A. S i r ,  Colonel BARKER d id  v i s i t  Captain MEDINA, 
bu t  it wasn ' t  on t h e  morning of t h e  1 6 t h .  I t  was a f t e r  
we had been down by t h e  sea,  a f t e r  we had f i n i s h e d  our  
a s s a u l t .  

Q Before we l eave  My Lai  ( 4 )  were you p resen t
when Captain MEDINA i s sued  t h e  o rde r  t o  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s  
t o  s t o p  t h e  shoot ing  and burning? I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  perhaps 
he d i d n ' t  say anything about burning? 

A. I d i d  r e c a l l  something. Captain MEDINA d i d  say t o  
c a l l  Lieutenant  CALLEY and t e l l  him t o  s t o p  shoot ing.  A s  
f a r  a s  t h e  o t h e r  p la toons ,  I do be l i eve  he d i d  t e l l  them t o  
cease  f i r e  and also--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Do you remember t h e  exac t  words 
t h a t  he used i n  t h e  message? 

A. I d o n ' t  know t h e  exac t  words, s ir .  

Q Could you f i x  a time i n  t h e  morning when t h i s  
occurred? 
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A .  I c a n ' t  g ive  a d e f i n i t e  t i m e ,  sir.  

Q There i s  a l i n e  i n  M r .  BYERS ' s t a t e m e n t  which 
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  you may have expressed  t h e  op in ion  t o  him 
t h a t  t h e  company went i n t o  the v i l l a g e  with i n s t r u c t i o n s  
t o  k i l l  e v e r y t h i n g  and everybody, b u t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  go t  
o u t  of  hand. Does t h i s  c o r r e c t l y  r e f l e c t  something you 
s a i d  t o  M r .  BYERS? 

A. I r e s p e c t f u l l y  d e c l i n e  t o  answer t h a t  on t h e  
grounds t h a t  i t  may t end  t o  i n c r i m i n a t e  m e .  

Q. Our in format ion  i s  t h a t  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  l a s t e d  
3 days.  A f t e r  C h a r l i e  Company moved through My La i  
( 4 )  and cont inued  t o  t h e  east  and l a a g e r e d  t h a t  n i g h t  i n  
o r  n e a r  a g raveyard ,  n e a r  B/4/3, and t h e n  t h e  n e x t  day 
C h a r l i e  Company moved t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  one p l a toon  went 
up on H i l l  85 ,  and r e  j o ined ,  and t h e  company moved sou th  
down through t h e  hamlets of  My Khe ( 3 )  and My Khe (1) 
and My Khe ( 2 ) ,  towards t h e  mouth of  t h e  Song T r a  Khuc 
River .  Does t h i s  f i t  i n  w i th  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. I b e l i e v e  it w a s  t h i s  day t h a t  MEADLO s tepped  on 
a mine and l o s t  h i s  f o o t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  else s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  
took p l a c e  d u r i n g  t h a t  day i n  t h e  movement down sou th?  

I C  : S i r ,  I wonder, s i r ,  i f  you could  make your  
remark more s p e c i f i c  t o  t h a t  ques t ion?  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Did you encoun te r  any VC t h a t  day? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Could you d e s c r i b e  what a c t i o n  t h e r e  was? 
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A. W e  were coming through t h e  r i c e  paddies  on a 
sweep t o  t h e  s o u t h .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it was H i l l  85  b u t  
one of t h e  o t h e r  h i l l s  t o  t h e  sou th  j u s t  b e f o r e  you come t o  
t h e  s ea .  There  were t h r e e  VC, I b e l i e v e  it was more than  
t h r e e ,  were running around t h e  b a s e  of  t h e  h i l l ,  and 
w e  t r i e d  t o  c a t c h  them and they  g o t  away. 

Q. Did anyth ing  e l s e  occur  t h a t  day i n  t h e  way o f  
enemy a c t i o n ?  

A. W e  p icked  up, I b e l i e v e ,  a r ed  p a r t y  o r g a n i z e r  
t h a t  day and a l s o  a VC nu r se  and a couple  o t h e r  p r i s o n e r s .  

Q. Was t h i s  t h e  day,  you t h i n k ,  t h a t  Colonel  BARKER 
v i s i t e d  Capta in  MEDINA? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Were you i n  t h e  group wi th  Capta in  MEDINA when 
t h i s  v i s i t  took  p l a c e ?  

A. I w a s  about 100 meters  away from Cap ta in  MEDINA. 
I was on t h e  beach w i t h  t h e  rest  of  t h e  company when---

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I s e e ,  and you d o n ' t  know what went 
on between t h e  two? 

A. I d~  n o t  know what went on.  

Q *  Did you e v e r ' h e a r  anybody say  l a t e r  on? 

A. I d i d  n o t  h e a r  anyth ing  about what went on,  u n l e s s ,  
I b e l i e v e ,  Capta in  MEDINA t o l d  us  t h a t  Colonel  BARKER con-
g r a t u l a t e d  us on c a p t u r i n g  t h a t  one p a r t y  o r g a n i z e r  be-
cause  he  w a s  a va luab le  p r i s o n e r .  

Q. I t ' s  been i n d i c a t e d  t o  us t h a t  C h a r l i e  Company 
s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  somewhere up i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  My Khe 
(1) and then  t h e  fo l lowing  day,  t h e  1 8 t h ,  moved up n o r t h ,  
up g e n e r a l l y  n e a r  P i n k v i l l e  and was e x t r a c t e d  i n  t h e  a f t e r -
noon and t aken  back t o  Landing Zone D o t t i e .  E a r l i e r  i n  t h e  
a f t e rnoon  b e f o r e  t h e  e x t r a c t i o n ,  do you remember s e e i n g  
Colonel  HENDERSON come t o  v i s i t  Captain  MEDINA? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  him, sir.  
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Q Did you know Colonel HENDERSON? 

A .  I d o n ' t  know him p e r s o n a l l y ,  b u t  I know who he  
i s ,  sir.  

Q. He had taken  command of t h e  br igade  on t h e  1 5 t h .  
This  was j u s t  be fo re  t h e  ope ra t ion  i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  When you 
r e tu rned  t o  Landing Zone D o t t i e  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  d i d  you 
s e e  Colonel HENDERSON a t  t h a t  t ime? 

Not t h a t  I remember, sir. 

Q Did he  eve r  come t o  you i n  t h e  course  of an in -
v e s t i g a t i o n  and t a l k  t o  you about what happened i n  My Lai  
( 4 )  on t h e  16 th?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q Did you eve r  hea r  t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
of t h a t  i n c i d e n t  be ing  c a r r i e d  on r i g h t  about t h i s  t ime? 

A .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  we d i d  f i n d  o u t ,  when w e  go t  
back t o  D o t t i e ,  t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  con-
ducted and w e  w e r e  informed of t h i s  by Captain MEDINA who had 
c a l l e d  us a l l  t o g e t h e r  and informed us  of t h i s .  

Q Did h e  say why t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  underway? 

A. NO, sir .  

Q What I ' m  g e t t i n g  a t  i s  a r e p o r t  t h a t  a h e l i -
cop te r  p i l o t  had made a complaint  about c i v i l i a n s  being 
sho t  i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  Did Captain JWDINA mention t h i s  a s  
t h e  reason f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A .  I cannot  say  e x a c t l y  whether it was because 
of a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  b u t  he  d i d  say t h a t  he was under 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and he t o l d  us what happened and what 
went on. We were t o  keep it t o  ou r se lves  and n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  
it f u r t h e r  and t h a t  he  was going t o  t a k e  t h e  f u l l  blame 
f o r  eve ry th ing  t h a t  went on. W e  were j u s t  fo l lowing  
h i s  o r d e r s .  

Q When he  s a i d  t h a t  he  was going t o  t a k e  t h e  blame 
was he  t a l k i n g  about t h e  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
and t h e  burning of houses? Is t h a t  what was meant? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  i f  t h a t  I s  what he  meant e x a c t l y .  
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Q W e l l ,  I ' m  r e a l l y  t r y i n g  t o  b r i n g  o u t  something 
t h a t  M r .  BYERS had i n  h i s  s t a t emen t  t h a t  h e  unders tood from 
t a l k i n g  t o  you. This  i s  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  where 
h e  s a i d ,  "MEDINA s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e ;  t h a t  
t h e  t r o o p s  were fo l lowing  h i s  o r d e r s  by bu rn ing  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  
and k i l l i n g  eve ry th ing . "  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  t h e  end o f  t h e  
s en t ence .  Did he  c o r r e c t l y  r e f l e c t  something t h a t  you 
t o l d  him i n  s a y i n g  t h i s ?  Is t h i s  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

I C :  Could you i n d i c a t e  t o  me, s i r ,  where it i s ?  

A. S i r ,  I ' d  s a y  t h a t  i s  my c o r r e c t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  
what Capta in  MEDINA s a i d .  

Q Then h e  has  c o r r e c t l y  r e f l e c t e d  what you s a i d ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q I wanted t o  be  s u r e  of  t h a t .  Apart  from t h i s  meet-
i n g  which Capta in  MEDINA c a l l e d ,  d i d  anyone e l s e  t e l l  you 
t o  keep q u i e t  about t h e  happenings a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  on t h e  1 6 t h  
of March, 1968? 

A .  No, sir.  

Q. Thi s  i s  a g e n e r a l  q u e s t i o n ,  now. W e  've  had a 
good d e a l  o f - e v i d e n c e  t h a t  a s u b s t a n t i a l  number of c i v i l i a n s ,  
noncombatants, were k i l l e d  i n  My L a i ( 4 )  on 16 March 1968, 
You a t  one p l a c e  a p p a r e n t l y  i n d i c a t e d  t o  M r .  BYERS t h a t  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  g o t  o u t  of  hand. A r e  you a b l e  t o  comment on t h i s  
i n  any d e t a i l  and e x p l a i n  perhaps  what you meant by t h i s ?  

A. I ' d  s a y  I meant t h a t  by t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  squads--
I b e l i e v e  one squad was f i r i n g  i n t o  ano the r  squad when t h e y  
w e r e  coming o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  . I n  o t h e r  words, f r i e n d l i e s  
w e r e  s h o o t i n g  f r i e n d l i e s .  

Q I see. Then you w e r e  n o t  r e f e r r i n g  t o  s o l d i e r s  
k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A.  Y e s ,  I would s a y  t h a t  I was r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h a t ,  t oo .  

MR WEST: W e  '11 have a s h o r t  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1645 hour s ,  29 December 
1969) .  
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(The h e a r i n g  w a s  c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  1656 hour s ,  
29 December 1969) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RDCR : A l l  pe rsons  who were p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  
r eces sed  a r e  aga in  p r e s e n t .  

MR WEST: I t h i n k  w e  have no f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  M r .  WIDMER. 
However, i f  you could  t h i n k  o f  any th ing  which might h e l p  us 
h e r e  i n  o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  p i e c e  t o g e t h e r  what happened, i n  d e t e r -
mining t h e  adequacy of  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  w a s  conducted 
a t  t h e  t i m e ,  and whether t h e r e  w a s  suppres s ion  o r  wi thhold ing  
o f  any in fo rma t ion  concerning t h i s ,  w e  would a p p r e c i a t e  any-
t h i n g  you might t e l l  us .  

A. S i r ,  I ' d  s ay  no one e v e r  came around t o  t h e  men 
i n  t h e  company du r ing  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I 
b e l i e v e  Capta in  MEDINA was i n v e s t i g a t e d ;  and i f  you check 
w i t h  some of t h e  o t h e r  men I b e l i v e  w e  e i t h e r  r ece ived  a 
s t a t emen t  of  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  o r  a c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  l e t t e r  from 
General WESTMORELAND on t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  and I f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  
more o r  l e s s  k i l l e d  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

MR WEST: That  i s  t r u e .  There was a c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  message 
from General  NESTMGRELX<D. I have though t  of  a couple  
o t h e r  g e n e r a l  m a t t e r s .  How long  d i d  you s t a y  w i t h  C h a r l i e  
Company a f t e r  t h e  1 6 t h  of  March? 

A. I s t a y e d  w i t h  C h a r l i e  Company u n t i l  4 J u l y  1969. 

Q What k ind  o f  ass ignments  d i d  t h e  company have 
a f t e r  t h i s ?  Were they  about t h e  same a s  be fo re?  

A. I ' d  s a y  y e s ,  t hey  were t h e  same. I n  f a c t ,  we 
even went up n o r t h  t o  Tam K y ,  which i n  my e s t i m a t i o n  was a 
l o t  rougher t han  down i n  t h e  Son My area. W e  d i d  run i n t o  
more r e s i s t a n c e  up t h e r e  t han  we d i d  down sou th .  I t  w a s  
more NVA t h a n  VC. 

Q- I s e e .  So, you saw some r a t h e r  heavy a c t i o n ?  
How d i d  t h e  company a c q u i t  i t s e l f  d u r i n g  t h i s  a c t i o n ?  

I C  : Would you r eph rase  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  s i r ?  

Q Did t h e  company do w e l l  i n  i t s  combat a c t i o n s  up 
n o r t h  which you r e f e r r e d  t o ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I ' d  say  t h e  company d i d  an ou t s t and ing  
job. W e  g o t  our  k i l l s  and a l o t  of  people were combat hard-
ened. I ' d  s ay  w e  su rv ived  a l o t  b e t t e r .  Our c a s u a l t y  
r a t e  was a l o t  lower. 

Q We've rece ived  two o r  t h r e e  r e p o r t s ,  
no t  r e a l l y  confirmed y e t ,  t h a t  on t h e  16 th  o r  17 th  of March, 
1968, perhaps t h e  1 7 t h ,  t h a t  somewhere around 90 c i v i l i a n s ,  
women and c h i l d r e n ,  were k i l l e d  i n  a l i t t l e  hamlet  known a s  
Co Lay (1). I t  i s  l o c a t e d  r i g h t  a long t h e  s e a c o a s t ,  d i r e c t l y  
e a s t  of H i l l  85. Now, t h i s  i s  an a r e a  t h a t  B/4/3 moved through 
on t h e  17 th  of March. Did you e v e r  h e a r  anything about  t h i s ?  
This  d i d n ' t  involve  Char l i e  Company, appa ren t ly .  

A .  I do r e c a l l ,  as w e  moved on a sweep t o  t h e  sou th ,  
t h a t  we could  h e a r  a l o t  of  f i r e  coming from t h a t  a r e a  where 
Bravo Company was. There was a l o t  of  f i r i n g  going on,  b u t  
a s  t o  whether c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  o r  what--I do b e l i e v e  t h e  re-
p o r t  came i n  t h a t  t hey  d i d  g e t  a good number of  VC k i l l s .  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  what t i m e  o f  day t h i s  
was when you heard t h e  f i r i n g ?  

A. I t  was sometime i n  t h e  morning, because we w e r e - -
I ' d  say  between morning and lunch--we were on our  sweep. 

Q It was be fo re  lunch then?  

A. Before lunch.  

, MR WEST: Thank you very much. Did you have any f u r t h e r  
s t a t emen t s  t o  make, M r .  WIDMER? 

(Witness .gives no response .) 

W e l l ,  we a p p r e c i a t e  your coming h e r e  today ,  and i f  
you should t h i n k  of something l a t e r  on t h a t  might h e l p  us ,  
i f  you f i n d  any n o t e s ,  photographs,  o r  papers t h a t  would h e l p  us 
i n  g e t t i n g  a t  t h e  f a c t s ,  w e  would a p p r e c i a t e  h e a r i n g  from you. 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

(WIDMER) 1 8  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-45 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

MR WEST: Thank you very much. The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1701 hours ,  29 December 
1 9 6 9 . )  

(The hea r ing  was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  1714  hours ,  
29 December 1969.) 

MR WEST: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : A l l  persons who w e r e  p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  
recessed  a r e  aga in  p r e s e n t ,  except  MAJ ZYCHOWSKI. 

MR WEST: M r .  WIDMER, we 've reopened t h e  h e a r i n g  j u s t  b r i e f l y  
t o  ask you a ques t ion  o r  two about t h e  l i t t l e  hamlet  of Co 
Lay (1). Colonel MILLER. 

COL MILLER: Near t h e  end of your p r i o r  tes t imony you mentioned 
t h a t  on t h e  d a t e  subsequent t o  t h e  16 th  of March when 
Char l i e  Company was going t o  t h e  south  of t h i s  peninsu la  
you d id  h e a r  a cons ide rab le  amount of f i r i n g ,  r i f l e  f i r e .  
Could you t e l l  us which way t h a t  was coming from? 

A. A t  t h e  t ime,  it was coming from my l e f t ,  which 
would be a long t h e  ocean,  a long t h e  beach. 

Q. Between you and t h e  ocean? 

A. Between me and t h e  ocean. 

Q. Did it appear t o  be American g u n f i r e ,  o r  could 
you t e l l ?  

A. It appeared t o  be American g u n f i r e  a t  t h e  t ime. 

Q Based on your knowledge of t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  a t  t h a t  
t i m e ,  could you g ive  an e s t i m a t e  o r  an opinion a s  t o  what 
m i l i t a r y  u n i t  may have been doing t h e  f i r i n g ?  

A. To my knowledge it was Bravo Company t h a t  was 
coming down along t h e  ocean. 
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Q- I r e f e r  you t o  t h e  w a l l  map which is MAP-1. 
You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h e  v i l l a g e s  of Co Lay ( I ) ,Co Lay (2), 
Co Lay ( 3 )  , and a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  w e s t  a r e  t h e  v i l l a g e s  
of My Khe (1) and ( 2 ) .  Did you have any occasion t o  
n o t i c e  whether any of those  v i l l a g e s  appeared t o  be on 
f i r e  on t h i s  da te?  

A. Yes, I d i d  have an occasion t o  n o t i c e  s i n c e  t h e r e  
was a l o t  of smoke r i s i n g  from t h e  genera l  c o a s t a l  a r e a  
along t h e  beach. 

Q Did you see  any of t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  a c t u a l l y  on 
f i r e ?  

A .  I d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  a c t u a l  f i r e  myself ,  
bu t  I did s e e  t h e  smoke. 

Q - Did you go through t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  w i t h i n  a day o r  
s o  and perhaps s e e  any? 

A.  Not t o  my knowledge. W e  d i d  no t  come back up t h a t  
way. 

Q What i s  t h i s  d a t e ,  i f  you r e c a l l ,  t h a t  you went t o  
t h e  south? Was it t h e  second day of t h e  opera t ion?  Was 
it t h e  17th? 

A. Yes, it was t h e  17 th ,  t h e  second day of t h e  
opera t ion .  

Q. And it appeared t o  you t h a t .  s e v e r a l  of t h e s e  
v i l l a g e s  were on f i r e ?  

A. E i t h e r  t h e  v i l l a g e s  were on f i r e  o r  t h e  f i e l d s  were 
burning,  one o r  t h e  o t h e r .  There was a l o t  of smoke. 

COL MILLER: Tha t ' s  a l l  I have. 

MR WEST: Thank you very much. The hear ing  w i l l  be recessed.  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1716 hours ,  29 December 1969.). 
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SUMMARY O F  TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: BACON, L.G,, SSG 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 16 December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Squad Leader o f  t h e  
Second Squad, 1st  P la toon ,  C/1/20. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The company had r e c e i v e d  t r a i n i n g  r ega rd ing  handl ing  
and t r e a t m e n t  o f  PW1s (pg. 5 5 ) .  They r ece ived  no i n s t r u c t i o n s  
on p rope r  t r e a t m e n t  of c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 5 5 ) .  Se rgean t  
BACON had never  seen E x h i b i t s  M-2, M-3, and M - 4 ,  and he  was 
s u r e  t h a t  h i s  squad members had n o t  been i s s u e d  t h e s e  c a r d s  
( ~ g s . 5 6 , ~  BACON was of t h e  op in ion  t h a t  C/1 /20  was n o t57 ) .  

w e l l  t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  Geneva Conventions o r  r u l e s  of  l and  
war fa re  (pg. 58). . 
2 .  PmOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

a .  MEDINA' s b r i e f i n g .  

Capta in  MEDINA assembled t h e  e n t i r e  company. H e  
t o l d  them they  were going i n t o  t h e  My La i  a r e a  and t h a t  t h e  
48th VC B a t t a l i o n  had e s t a b l i s h e d  i t s  headqua r t e r s  t h e r e ,  
u t i l i z i n g  My Lai  a s  a base  of o p e r a t i o n .  The i r  miss ion  was 
t o  k i l l  a l l  VC,  VC sympathizers  and' an-smals, d e s t r o y  a l l  food 
s u p p l i e s ,  and burn t h e  hamlets  (pgs .  4 , 5 ) .  I t  was BACON'S 
unders tanding  t h a t  everyone was VC i n  My Lai .  However, t h e  . 

t e r m  VC sympathizer  d i d  n o t  mean women, c h i l d r e n ,  and o l d  
men (pg. 5 ) .  MEDINA i n s t r u c t e d  t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  be  s e n t  t o  
t h e  r e a r  f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  (pg. 6 )  . 

1 SUM APP T-21 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

http:(~gs.56,~


FOR OFFICIAL- USE ONLY 


b .  B A C O N ' s  e x p e c t a t i o n s .  

BACON expec ted  t o  be outnumbered by two and 
one-half  t o  one (pg.  6 )  and a n t i c i p a t e d  a r e a l  f i g h t  

(pg. 7 ) .  He and h i s  men were knowledgeable of  t h e  

c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  A/3/1 and B/4/3 had s u s t a i n e d  p r e v i o u s l y .  

The word " P i n k v i l l e "  i n s t i l l e d  f e a r  ( p g .  1 0 ) .  Everyone, 

i nc lud ing  h i m s e l f ,  was f r i g h t e n e d  (pgs . 6 ,  1 0 )  . 


BACON d i d  n o t  l i k e  t h e  i d e a  of a f i r e  f i g h t  i n  a 

v i l l a g e  complex because he was apprehensive of women and. 

c h i l d r e n  beinq k i l l e d .  He d i d  n o t  want t h i s  on h i s  

conscience o r  h i s  men's  (pq. 8 ,  9 ) ., 


BACON's squad was t o  t i e  i n  w i t h  t h e  second 
p l a t o o n ' s  r i g h t  f l a n k .  They were t o  go through t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  g a t h e r  up t h e  populace and send them t o  
L ieu tenan t  CALLEY (pgs .  1 0 ,  11). CALLEY d i d  n o t  g i v e  any 
o r d e r s  r ega rd ing  shoo t ing  VC o r  sympathizers  (pg. 11). It 
was never  suspec t ed  t h a t  CALLEY would execute  t h e  non-
combatants (pg.  9 )  . 
3 .  ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a .  ~ o c a t i o n  of  t h e  LZ. 

The LZ was 100-125 meters  west  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

BACON's  squad w a s  on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  which had n i n e  s h i p s  

(pgs. 12 ,  13)  . The p l a t o o n  had on ly  two squads (pg.  6 )  . 


A s  t hey  approached t h e  LZ,  ground t o  a i r  f i r e  w a s  thought  

t o  be  heard  (pg.  19)  . 


. b.  Act ions  a f t e r  disembarking.  

He deployed h i s  men on l i n e  i n  a d i t c h  50 t o  75 

meters  from t h e  v i l l a g e .  They saw a VC w i t h  a helmet  and 

r i f l e .  H e  was engaged, b u t  n o t  h i t  (pg. 1 4 ) .  The squad 

s t a y e d  i n  p o s i t i o n  s e c u r i n g  t h e  LZ u n t i l  t h e  second l i f t  

came i n  (pg.  15)  . 


The squad then  moved through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  
BACON l o s t  c o n t a c t  wi th  o t h e r  u n i t s  and even w i t h  some of  
h i s  men because of t h e  t h i c k  v e g e t a t i o n .  I n  moving from t h e  
LZ i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t hey  d i d  n o t  u t i l i z e  a s s a u l t  f i r e  o r  
recon by f i r e  (pg.  2 9 ) .  From about  1 0 0  meters away, 
Sergeant  F i r s t  C la s s  MITCHELL, squad l e a d e r  of  t h e  f i r s t  
squad,  h o l l e r e d  a t  BACON t o  h a l t  h i s  squad and s e t  up a 
de fens ive  pe r ime te r  from t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  1 0 0  meters east  of  

. (BACON) 2 SUM APP T-21 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



SUM APP T-21 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


f .  Body count .  

Sometime du r ing  t h e  sweep of My L a i  ( 4 1 ,  BACON 
heard it h o l l e r e d  o u t  from an unknown source  t o  s t o p  t h e  
k i l l i n g  (pgs .  51,  5 2 ) .  BACON d i d  n o t  know of  t h e  l a r g e  
body count .  ' - .  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ' s  complet ion (pg.  45)  . '' 

H e  d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  any enemy K I A  du r ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
(pgs.  4 2 ,  4 5 ) .  The p l a toon  l e a d e r  r e p o r t e d  enemy k i l l s  
t o  t h e  CO (pg. 4 2 ) .  BACON and h i s  men were n o t  t oo  concerned 
over  numbers of enemy k i l l e d .  The i r  concern w a s  t h e i r  own 
s a f e t y  (pgs .  46-48). 

4 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

A t  My L a i  ( 3 ) ,  MEDINA assembled t h e  company and 
s a i d ,  "Don' t  r e p e a t  anything--say anyth ing  about  what 
happened i n  My La i  because t h e r e  Is an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  1 

going on" (pgs .  37, 5 0 ) .  

A s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  d i d  n o t  t a l k  t o  BACON o r  h i s  group 
a t  D o t t i e  on t h e i r  r e t u r n  (pg.  3 8 ) .  BACON w a s  never  
i n t e r r o g a t e d  and never  gave a s t a t emen t  (pg. 5 2 ) .  

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  BACON had been i n  t h e  u n i t  for  26 months and 
remained a s s igned  t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  u n t i l  26 November 1968. 

b. On 17 March, t hey  moved sou th  t o  t h e  Son T r a  Khuc 
River .  Then t h e  u n i t  t u rned  and headed back t o  t h e  n o r t h .  
On t h e  1 8 t h ,  t hey  proceeded n o r t h  and were e x t r a c t e d  n e a r  
My La i  (1) around 1400 o r  1500 hours  (pg. 3 6 ) .  

c. On t h e  17 th  o r  1 8 t h ,  they  cap tured  f o u r  NVA 
i n c l u d i n g  two o f f i c e r s  i n  My Khe ( 2 )  (pgs .  3 8 ,  3 9 ) .  My Khe 
(3)  and (1)were un inhab i t ed  and burned. My Khe (2 )  w a s  
a l s o  burned (pg. 4 0 )  . 

d.  The t r o o p s  were c u r i o u s  about  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
l and ing  i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  i n f a n t r y  because it w a s  unusual  
(pgs.  43, 4 4 )  . 

e .  BACON l e f t  t h e  u n i t  f o r  R&R on 18 o r  19 March. 
He r e t u r n e d  on 1 A p r i l  and s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  he  was 
h o s p i t a l i z e d  wi th  m a l a r i a  (pg. 4 4 ) .  On r e t u r n i n g ,  he  
worked i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  S4 s e c t i o n  (pg.  50) . 
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f. BACON d i d  n o t  t a l k  w i t h  anyone from h i s  u n i t  
( C / 1 / 2 0 )  subsequent  t o  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  CONUS. H e  r e f r a i n e d ;  
,from t a l k i n g  about  it because of M E D I N A 1 s  o r d e r s  (pg. 5 0 ) .  
(pg. 5 0 )  
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DESCRIPTION ' 

WCV Card "Nine Rules" 
YACV Card, "Enemy I n  
Your Hands " 

MACV Card,  Guide f o r  
Commanders " 

A e r i a l  photo of  My Lai  

Photograph o f  CALHOUN 

Photograph of HENDERSON 

Photograph o f  McKNIGHT 

Photograph o f  KOTOUC 
P-1 a s  anno ta t ed  by 
wi tnes s  

Map 6739 I1 

Yap 6739 I1 ( , s m a l l  s c a l e )  

NOTES 
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W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  as 
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In t roduced  i n t o  
evidence.  
In t roduced  i n t o  
ev idence .  
In t roduced  i n t o  
evidence.  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0917 hour s ,  16 
~ e c e m b e r  1969. ) 

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL WILSON, COL 
FRANKLIN, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  I have some e x h i b i t s  t h a t  need t o  be 
e n t e r e d  t h i s  morning. P i c t o r i a l  Map number 6739, Roman 
numeral 11, S c a l e  1:25,000 is r ece ived  i n t o  ev idence  as 
MAP-4. A 1:50,000 s c a l e  map of t h e  same number i s  r ece ived  
i n  evidence as E x h i b i t  MAP-5. Three-by four - inch  b lack  
and whi te  photographs of i n d i v i d u a l s  are r e c e i v e d  i n t o  
evidence as fo l lows : 

E x h i b i t  49 i s  CALHOUN, E x h i b i t  50 i s  HENDERSON, 
E x h i b i t  5 1  i s  MCKNIGHT,  E x h i b i t  52  i s  KOTOUC, E x h i b i t  
53 i s  BLACKLEDGE. Le t  t h e  r eco rd  show t h a t  t hose  e x h i b i t s  
are preceded by P. Do you have anyth ing  t o  add,  s i r ?  

I 0: A s  a m a t t e r  of r e c o r d ,  I would l i k e  t o  s t a t e  
t h a t  a s  p e r  a d i s c u s s i o n  Saturday evening,  General  YOUNG 
d i d  have an o p p o r t u n i t y  ove rn igh t  t o  s e e  i f  he could  r e -
c a l l  any i n c i d e n t s  o r  any a c t i v i t i e s  which took p l a c e ,  
based upon t h e  in format ion  which had been c a l l e d  t o  h i s  
a t t e n t i o n  du r ing  t h e  day on Sa turday .  H e  d i d  r e ~ o r t  
he re  i n  person  on Sunday t o  M r .  WEST and m e  t h a t  he 
could add no th ing  t o  t h e  tes t imony which he had g iven  
t h e  p rev ious  day. 

RCDR: S i r ,  t h e  n e x t  w i t n e s s  is S t a f f  Se rgean t  L.G. 
BACON. 

(SSG BACON, , Company A, 
4 th  B a t t a l i o n ,  1st T r a i n i n g  Brigade,  F o r t  Campbell, 
Kentucky, U.S. Army, w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows: )  

I 0: Sergean t  BACON, b e f o r e  w e  proceed w i t h  any 
ques t ions ,  I s h a l l  inform you of  s e v e r a l  m a t t e r s .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by 
t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  United 
S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of  de te rmin ing  f a c t s  and 
making recommendations concerning two matters : 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  
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t h e  cha in  of command, of  what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  
as t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, and 

(2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  o r  wi thhold ing  of 
i n f o n n a t i o n ' b y  any person  who had a du ty  t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
f u r n i s h  in fo rma t ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

Those a r e  t h e  two ma t t e r s .  Th i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and 
c i rcumstances  a s  t o  what happened a t  My La i .  I t  i s  d i -
r e c t e d  a t  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c  purposes  which I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  

I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and have 
reviewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t emen t s  ob ta ined  i n  o t h e r  
o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  And I 
might add,  w e  have a l s o  had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us a 
copy of your p rev ious  tes t imony.  

Your tes t imony t h i s  morning w i l l  be t aken  under 
oa th .  A verba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be p repared .  A t a p e  
r eco rd ing  i s  a l s o  be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im 
no te s  be ing  taken  by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  
r e p o r t  w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  
tes t imony o r  p a r t s  of it may, a t  a l a te r  d a t e ,  become 
a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

There a r e  s e v e r a l  people  i n  t h i s  room who may 
ask you q u e s t i o n s .  On my immediate r i g h t  is  M r .  WEST, 
who i s  an A s s i s t a n t  General  Counsel of t h e  Department of 
t h e  Army. H e  has  been d e s i g n a t e d  a s  my deputy.  The two 
o f f i c e r s  on my r i g h t  a r e  Colonel  WILSON from t h e  I n s p e c t o r  
Gene ra l ' s  O f f i c e  and Colonel  F R A N K L I N  from t h e  O f f i c e  o f  
t h e  Deputy Chief of S t a f f  of Opera t ions .  A l l  t h r e e  of  
t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  are my a s s i s t a n t s ,  and they  may d i r e c t  
q u e s t i o n s  t o  you i n  my b e h a l f .  On my l e f t  i s  M r .  
MACCRATE, and on your l e f t  is  M r .  WALSH. M r .  MACCRATE 
and M r .  WALSH have vo lun tee red  t o  s e r v e  a s  l e g a l  counse l  
t o  a s s i s t  me and o t h e r  members of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  team 
i n  t h e  conduct ing of  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  They, t o o ,  may ask 
you q u e s t i o n s .  However, I have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of weighing 
t h e  evidence and making t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. 

You a r e  o rde red  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your t es t imony 
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t -
ne s se s  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  excep t  i n  t h e  performance 
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of o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  o r  a s  you may be requ i red  so  t o  do 
before a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  adminis tra-
tive body. I n  add i t ion ,  you a r e  caut ioned t h a t  i f  you 
are s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o rde r  i s sued  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  
t h e  genera l  cour t -mar t ia l  case of t h e  United S t a t e s  v.  
Cal ley ,  your appearance i n  no way changes the  appl ica-
Gility and/or t h e  e f f e c t  of t h a t  o rde r .  

Do you have any ques t ions  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. No, sir ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Sergeant BACON, would you i n d i c a t e  your duty
assignment on t h e  16 th  of March, 1968? 

A.  S i r ,  my duty assignment was squad l e a d e r ,  
second squad, 1st  Platoon,  C/1 /20 ,  America1 Divis ion.  

Q. And how long had you been with t h i s  u n i t ?  

A. S i r ,  I had been with t h i s  u n i t  approximately 
26 months. 

Q. You w e r e  ev iden t ly  with it when it formed i n  
Hawaii? 

A. J u s t  a f t e r  it formed. 

Q. And how long a f t e r  t h e  16th of March d i d  you 
s t a y  with t h e  u n i t ?  

A. I was i n  the  u n i t  u n t i l  t h e  26th of November, 
1968, sir. 

With Char l ie  Company? 

A. Right ,  sir.  I w a s  ass igned t o  Char l i e  Company 
bu t  I worked i n  t h e  headquar ters ,  S4 s e c t i o n .  

Q Of t h e  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. . Right ,  sir.  

Q. Sergeant  BACON, I would l i k e  t o  exp la in  a  l i t t l e  
about our  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  g r e a t e r  depth than  I ind ica ted  
i n  g iv ing  you t h e  i n i t i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  W e  a r e  going t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  these  two mat t e r s  t o  determine the  adequacy of 
the i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t h e  review, and we a r e  a l s o  going t o  
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check t o  see  i f  t h e r e  was any p o s s i b l e  suppression of 
information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t  a s  was i n d i c a t e d  
i n  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  I had given t o  you. One of t h e  
th ings  which we must a l s o  do i s  t o  determine what hap-
pened i n  o rde r  t h a t  we can have t h e  b a s i s  f o r  our  inves-
t i g a t i o n  and our  r e p o r t .  A s  a consequence, w e  have a l ready 
t a l k e d  t o  a g r e a t  number of people. We have a l ready read  
a  l a r g e  amount of previous testimony which had been taken 
by Colonel WILSON, and i n  subsequent C I D  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
which a r e  going on a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  time. W e  a r e  going t o  
t a l k  t o  a v a s t  number of o t h e r  wi tnesses  s o  t h a t  we can 
put toge the r  s p e c i f i c a l l y  what happened. I want t o  l e t  
you know t h e  importance of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  ' T h i s  i s  
the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a spec t  of t h e  My 
Lai i n c i d e n t  and t h e  r e p o r t i n g  and reviews of it. 

Would you exp la in  t h e  o rde r s  which were i s s u e d  
t o  you, s t a r t i n g  from t h e  h ighes t  u n i t  t o  t h e  lowest u n i t .  
That i s ,  d id  you rece ive  any d i r e c t  o r d e r s ,  you y o u r s e l f ,  
from t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  o r  t h e  br igade ,  from t h e  company, 
from your p la toon l e a d e r ,  i n  t h a t  order? ' 

A- Well, s i r ,  I never  reeeived any o rde r s  from 
task  fo rce  o r  b a t t a l i o n  l e v e l .  I t  came from company l e v e l .  
On t h e  15 th  of March, t h e  company commander told--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Who d i d  he t e l l  t h i s  t o ?  

A. C a p t a i ~MEDINA tclc? t he  e n t i r e  company--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  He had t h e  e n t i r e  company 
assembled? 

A .  Right ,  sir.  He t o l d  us we were going i n t o  
t h e  My Lai a r e a  and t h a t  t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n  had 
e s t a b l i s h e d  headquar ters  t h e r e  and was opera t ing  from 
t h i s  v i l l a g e ;  and t h a t  we were t o  k i l l  a l l  t h e  VC and 
NVA, VC sympathizers,  and t h e  animals; des t roy  a l l  t h e  
food; and burn t h e  hamlets down t o  keep them from l i v i n g  i n  
these  q u a r t e r s  again.  

Q When he s a i d  t o  k i l l  a l l  t h e  VC sympathizers,
what d i d  t h a t  mean t o  you? 

A. A t  t h e  t ime,  s i r ,  I understood t h a t  a l l  t h e  
people t h e r e ,  o r  anyone t h a t  was t h e r e ,  was a VC 
because of t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n  being i n  t h e r e .  To 
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my knowledge, they  had been dropping l e a f l e t s  and u t i l -
i z i n g  psychologica l  warfare  t o  n o t i f y  t h e  people of our  
coming, o r  something of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  and s o  everyone 
t h e r e  was a VC. 

Q Had you been t o l d  t h a t  they  had dropped l e a f l e t s ?  

A. I have seen l e a f l e t s  dropped i n  t h i s  a rea .  

Q I n  t h e  immediate preceding pe r iod ,  t h e s e  
l e a f l e t s  gave information concerning t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we 
were coming i n ,  o r  something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ?  ' 

A. Y e s ,  sir. Because, p r i o r  t o  t h i s ,  I know 
t h e  48th w a s  t h e r e  wa i t ing  f o r  t h i s  o r d e r  t o ' b e  given 
t o  us.  A Popular Forces l i e u t e n a n t  t o l d  us t h a t  t h e  
48th was t h e r e ,  and he showed us t h e  d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  they 
came i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  a rea .  

Q - Now, when you say My Lai  V i i l a g e ,  what do you 
mean by My Lai  Vi l lage?  

A- My Lai  ( 4 )  V i l l age  a r e a ,  sir.  

Q- You are j u s t  t a l k i n g  a c t u a l l y  about t h e  hamlets 
of My LaF ( 4 ) '  o r  could i t  have been t h e  e n t i r e  Nl7 LEF 
Vi l l age  complex? 

A. No, sir. A t  t h e  t ime he showed us on t h e  
$* map it was n o t  t h e  My L a i  complex a rea .  

Q- I n  your i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of k i l l i n g  t h e  VC _ sympathizers,  would t h i s  have inc luded o l d  men? Would 
it have inc luded women? Would it have inc luded bab ies ,  
young ch i ld ren?  

A. No, sir. 

?- S t a t e  aga in ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  j u s t  what you
.Were t o l d  t o  do i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  s o  I can have it f i rm 
i n  my mind and t h e  o t h e r  members a s  we l l .  

A. W e  were t o l d  t h a t  w e  were going t o  t h e  v i l l a g e
and t h a t  t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n  was t h e r e ,  t h a t  w e  would 
kill a l l  VC and NVA, VC sympathizers ,  animals such as cows 
?ma hogs,  anything t h a t  produced food, and burn t h e  hamlets .  
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a=  What a d d i t i o n a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  were you g iven?  

A. A f t e r  t h i s ,  ' t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  and myself and 
t h e  o t h e r  squad l e a d e r ,  w e  on ly  had two squads a t  t h e  
t i m e - -

Q e  
 , ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You on ly  had two squads? 

A. Right ,  s ir .  

Q- I n  t h e  p l a toon?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q - And you w e r e  t h e  second squad l e a d e r ?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  H e  t o l d  us t h a t  i f  t h e r e  were any 
people  t h e r e  w e  would g a t h e r  them u p  and send  them t o  him, 
and he would send  them t o  t h e  r e a r  a s  he d i d  i n  o t h e r  
opera t ions- - to  be  i n t e r r o g a t e d  by t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  t h a t  
was i n  t h e  company area--company headqua r t e r s .  

. . 

Q- How d i d  he s t a t e  t h a t ?  

A. H e  s t a t e d ,  s i r ,  t h a t  w e  were t o  g a t h e r  t h e  
people  up, send them t o  him, and he would t a k e  c a r e  of  
them t h e r e  a s  u sua l .  And " a s  u sua l "  would be t o  send 
them t o  t h e  rear where t h e  company commander had t h e  
i n t e r p r e t e r  t o  interrogate t h e  people ,  s i r .  

Q- Now, s p e c i f i c z l l y ,  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  enemy, 
based upon what you were t o l d ,  what d i d  you expec t  t o  f i n d  
when you a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  of My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I expec ted  t o  f i n d  a l a r g e r  u n i t  
t han  my company, w i t h  suppor t ing  u n i t s  from t h e  NVA Army, 
t h e  North Vietnamese Army, t h e r e ,  and a c t u a l l y  dug i n  t o  
t h e  a r e a .  

Q. How many people  would you say  t h a t  you are 
r e f  e r r i n g  t o ?  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  I w a s  t o l d  
when I f i r s t  g o t  t o  Vietnam w a s  t h a t  a VC b a t t a l i o n  c a r r i e d  
200 and some people .  So t h e r e  was t h e  b a t t a l i o n  and t h e y  
were s l i g h t l y  r e i n f o r c e d .  There was c l o s e  t o  300 people .  
That  would be outnumbering o u r  company approximately  two 
and a h a l f  t o  one. 
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Q. So you were e x p e c t i n g  t h a t  when you deployed 
from t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r  you were immediately going t o  be i n  
a f i r s t - c l a s s  f i r e  f i g h t ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

\: , 

A. Tha t  i s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r .  

Q. Now, going back t o  t h e  n i g h t  when t h e  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s  were i s s u e d  t o  you. What was t h e  a t t i t u d e  of  t h e  
men? 

A. The a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  men, s i r ,  was t h a t  t hey  
w e r e  p r e t t y  s c a r e d  j u s t  from t h e  word P i n k v i l l e .  Th i s  
was t h e  area w e  were o p e r a t i n g  c l o s e  t o .  T . ~ e r ewere 
mines, and w e  had p icked  up a l o t  of c a s u a l t i e s  i n  t h a t  
a r ea .  Our sister u n i t s ,  A / 3 / 1  and B / 4 / 3 ,  had s u s t a i n e d  
a l o t  of c a s u a l t i e s  carfa k i l l e d  p e r s o n n e l  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  
and you cou ld  see t h e  f e a r  i n  t h e  men's eyes .  I a l s o  
w a s  s c a r e d  myse l f ,  because I w a s  supposed t o  go on R&R 
i n  a few days.  I was r e a l l y  s ca red .  

Q. How w a s  t h i s  f e a r  shown by t h e  men? 

A. Through t h e i r  e x p r e s s i o n s ,  and say ing  t h a t  
t h e y  w e r e  going i n t o t h e  ~ i n k v i l l e  a r e a .  They t a l k e d  
about  t h e  mines and how many t imes  t h e y  had been s h o t  
a t  i n  t h a t  area. 

Q - Was t h i s  a g e n e r a l  f e e l i n g  by your  squad and 
by t h e  o t h e r  men t h e  p l a toon?  Were t h e y  s i t t i n g  around 
t a l k i n g  about  it t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. A t  t h e  t i m e ,  s i r ,  I went back t o  t h e  bunker 
area and had my men draw ammunition, a l l  t h e  neces sa ry  
ammunition f o r  t h e  n e x t  d a y s t  operat ion--and you could  
h e a r  them t a l k i n g  and m u t t e r i n g  about  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

Q: Your squad was on guard d u t y  t h a t  n i g h t ,  as 
w e l l ?  

A. A l l  t h e  p l a t o o n s  had a r e a s  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  
p e r i m e t e r s ,  and l a t e r  on t h a t  evening  w e  were p u l l e d  o f f  
i n  a s t a g i n g  a r e a  t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  p e r i m e t e r .  I went 
t o  a bunker j u s t  beyond t h e  a r e a  where we had t h e  b r i e f i n g  
a t ,  and I went i n  t h e r e  and went t o  s l e e p  because I under-
s t o o d  what I had t d  do i n  t h e  morning on t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

' 

Q. You i n d i c a t e d ,  Se rgean t  BACON, t h a t  you bnly 
had two squads i'n t h e  p l a toon .  How many men d i d  you have 
i n  your  squad? , " 
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A. I had no more than  n i n e  or  t e n  men, sir. 

Q. Did you have them organized  i n t o  t h e  normal ' 
two f i r e  teams? 

Right ,  s i r .  I did .  

Q *  What were t h e  names of  your two f i r e  team 
l e a d e r s ?  

A. One w a s  Roy WOOD, s i r ,  and one was HUNTER. 

Q Were t h e y  s e r g e a n t s ?  

A. No, sir. They w e r e  spec  4 ' s .. . 

COL WILSON: Se rgean t ,  you s t a t e d  p rev ious ly  i n  t h e  d i s -
cus s ion  w i t h  your  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  r ega rd ing  t h e  hand l ing  
of  t h e  c i v i l i a n s :  "I d o n ' t  go f o r  k i l l i n g  women and 
c h i l d r e n  myse l f ,  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  people  wi th-
i n  my squad would go f o r  k i l l i n g  women and c h i l d r e n  f o r  
no reason a t  a l l .  So I t o l d  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  t h a t  
w e  would round up a l l  t h e  people  and I would send  my 
people  t o  you, sir,  because I d o n ' t  know who i s  VC and 
who is  n o t  VC." Do you remember t h a t  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  
your  p l a toon  l e a d e r ?  

A. I remember some of it, s i r ,  because I know 
i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  a r e a ;  and a l l  villages nver  i n  Vietnam, 
t h a t  t h e y  j u s t  have women and d h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
And t h e  i d e a ,  I d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  idea--I  imagine as much 
as anyone e l s e  would l ike--of  s h o o t i n g  any c h i l d r e n  o r  
women, because I have a w i f e  and sons  myself .  ' Thi s  is  
t h e  reason  why I s t a t e d  what I d i d  about  going i n t o  
t h i s  v i l l a g e .  

Q - Then you were s u s p i c i o u s  t h a t  t h e r e  would be 
t h i s  type  of a c t i o n  and t h a t  t h e s e  people  might be  s h o t ?  

A. There would be women and c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  and I d i d  n o t  want my men t o  shoo t  women and 
c h i l d r e n  and o l d  people ,  whether t hey  w e r e  VC o r  n o t  
VC, s i r .  

Q - S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  what was your i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of 
what your p l a toon  l e a d e r  meant when he s a i d :  "You round them 
up and send them t o  m e ,  and I w i l l  t a k e  c a r e  of them"? 
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A. There ,  sir,  I w a s  under t h e  impress ion  t h a t  he 
w a s  going t o  o p e r a t e  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  l i k e  w e  u s l ~ . a l l yoper-
ated b e f o r e .  We would p i c k  up c i v i l i a n s  and send them t o  
him w i t h  an e s c o r t ,  and he would a l s o  send them t o  t h e  
compdny commander f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  

a* Why d i d  you, t h e n ,  r a i s e  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  about 
k i l l i n g  women and c h i l d r e n  a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A. Because, s i r ,  I know t h e r e  i s  women and c h i l d r e n  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  and i n  t h e  a r e a ,  and I d i d  n o t  know i f  t h e y  
had any k i n d  of arrangements t o  move t h e  people  o u t  of  
t h e r e - - c i v i l i a n s  o u t  of t h e r e ,  such as women and c h i l d r e n .  
And I d i d  n o t  want t o  have i t  on my consc ience ,  o r  on t h e  
consc ience  o f  any of  t h e  men i n  my squad,  t h a t  w e  had 
k i l l e d  some innocen t  c h i l d  o r  women by go ing  through t h e r e  
i n  a f i re  f i g h t  between us and t h e  VC o r  NVA. 

Q. You would say ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  you w e r e  n o t  making 
t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  t o  your  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  because of  any sus -
p i c i o n s  t h a t  may have been c r e a t e d ,  t h a t  when you s e n t  
them t o  him he was going t o  execu te  them? 

A. No, s ir .  To my unders tanding ,  I d i d  n o t  s ay  
it to  him i n  t h a t  manner. 

MR MACCRATE: When d i d  you s a y  it, Se rgean t  BACON? Was 
it t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  o r  du r ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  on 16 March? 

A. No, sir. The n i g h t  b e f o r e ,  sir. March 1 5 t h .  

Q. 
A. 
t 

,! What d i f f e r e n c e  d i d  you f i n d ,  a s  you l i s t e n e d  
t o  t h e  men m u t t e r i n g  and t a l k i n g  about  tomorrow, between 
t h e S r  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  n i g h t  and t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  go ing  i n t o  
any o t h e r  combat engagement? There i s  a c e r t a i n  s c a r e  
o r  f r i g h t ,  e x p e c t a t i o n ,  abou t  what i s  coming t h e  n e x t  day. 
Was any th ing  r e a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  n i g h t  from 
o t b e r  n i g h t s  when you went i n t o  o t h e r  combat a s s a u l t s ?  
:+ 29 

A. The m a j o r i t y  of t h e  people  were s c a r e d ,  and 
t h e  i d e a  of  t h e  word P i n k v i l l e  i t s e l f  p u t  f e a r  i n  t h e s e  
peop le s ' h e a r t s  and i n  t h e i r  minds- because of a p o s s i -
b i l i t y  o f  them g e t t i n g  k i l l e d  and wounded r e a l  bad,  and 
t h e y  have t o  go home. This  i s  one of t h e  t h i n g s  t hey  
t a l k e d  abou t ,  t h a t  t hey  might g e t  k i l l e d  l i k e  t h e i r  
o t h e r  f r i e n d s  d id .  

Q. W a s  it d i f f e r e n t  t h i s  n i g h t  from o t h e r  n i g h t s ?  
I s n ' t  t h i s  t h e  k ind  of t h i n g  t h a t  would be t a l k e d  about  
b e f o r e  any engagement? \ 
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A. Not n e c e s s a r i l y ,  sir,  because we have neve r  
had any expe r i ence  i n  going a g a i n s t  a  b a t t a l i o n  wi th  
overwhelming s t r e n g t h  a g a i n s t  o u r  company b e f o r e .  , I n  ' 

f a c t ,  t h i s  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  

Q. Thi s  w a s  t h e  l a r g e s t  f o r c e  you had e v e r  gone 
up a g a i n s t ,  i n  s t r e n g t h ?  

A. R igh t ,  sir.  

10: Had your  p l a t o o n ,  your squad,  o r  your  company 
been invo lved  i n  any major a c t i v i t y ,  a s i d e  from mines and 
booby t r a p s ,  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  t ime? 

A. S i r ,  we  had been u t i l i z e d  a s  a b lock ing  f o r c e  
and i n  s e a r c h  and c l e a r  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  t o  s e e  
i f  we could s e a r c h  and f i n d  t h e  VC i n  t h e s e  hamlet  a r e a s  
around My L a i  and Quang Ngai and t h e  P i n k v i l l e  area. 
This  is t h e  on ly  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  w e  a c t u a l l y  went on, s ir .  

Q. What were your i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  Se rgean t  BACON, 
concerning what your  squad was supposed t o  do? W a s  
it t h e  r i g h t  squad,  t h e  l e f t  squad,  was it t o  be a r e a r  
squad? And a l s o ,  what was t h e  a c t i o n  you were supposed t o  
t a k e  when i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. S i r ,  w e  were supposed t o  go i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
and be t h e  l e f t  f l a n k  squad of  t h e  p l a toon ,  . .and t i e  i n  
w i t h  t h e  2d Platoon--  

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Your p l a toon  w a s  what, t h e  
r i g h t  p l a toon?  

A. L e f t  f l a n k  p l a t o o n ,  sir. W e  were supposed t o  
t i e  i n  w i t h  t h e  squad on o u r  immediate l e f t ,  of 2d 
P la toon ,  sir.  W e  were supposed t o  go through t h e  v i l -  
l a g e  s e a r c h i n g  t h e  houses i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and b r i n g  o u t  
a l l  t h e  people  and move them ove r  t o  L ieu tenan t  CALLEY 
and cont inue  on through t h e  v i l l a g e  u n t i l  we g o t  f u r t h e r  
word on l i n e s ,  sir. 

Q. Were you t o l d  t o  push r a p i d l y  through t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  push t h e  'VC o u t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ?  

A *  No, sir.  

COL FRANKLIN: Captain  MEDINA t a l k e d  t o  t h e  whole company, 
and when ~ i e ' u t e n a n t  CALLEY g o t  you squad '  l e a d e r s  t o g e t h e r ,  
d i d  you g e t  your squad t o g e t h e r  and g i v e  them an o r d e r ?  
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A.  Right ,  sir. I t a l k e d  t o  my squad, s i r ,  i n  

regard t o  the  opera t ion  i t s e l f .  And I t a l k e d  t o  my men 

and t o l d  them t h a t  they  would g a t h e r  t h e  people up and 

move them--I would have some people move them t o  Lieu- 

t e n a n t  CALLEY i f  we came i n  con tac t  with any c i v i l i a n s ,  

and t h i s  i s  e x a c t l y  what I did.  


Q- What d i d  Lieutenant  CALLEY say about shoot ing 

t h e  VC and t h e  VC sympathizers? Did he r e p e a t  anything 

about t h a t ,  sergeant?  


A. No, s ir .  He d i d n ' t .  

Q- How about you when you were t a l k i n g  t o  your 

squad? 


A. NO, sir.  I d i d n ' t  say anything t o o  much about 
shoot ing  t h e  V C ' s  o r  NVA o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  

Q- Did your squad ask you any ques t ions  a t  t h a t  

time? Did they  ask you about c e r t a i n  t h i n g s ?  


A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  sir. 

Q. You mentioned t h a t  you had been down i n  t h a t  

a r e a  before.  Had C Company ever  been around My La i ,  o r  

w e r e  you j u s t  a t  a  blocking p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of 

3 i n k v i l l e ?  


A. We were working t h e  a r e a  c l o s e  t o  My Lai ( 4 ) ,  

sir. 


How c lose?  

A. Approximately 200  t o  300 meters ,  s i r ,  and we 

had a  man k i l l e d  c lose  t o  t h a t  a rea  by t h e  name of Spec-

i a l i s t  WEBER, and we a l s o  were pinned down i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  

sir,  c l o s e  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  


Q. How many opera t ions  d i d  you run down t h e r e  i n  

t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  a rea?  


A. I c a n ' t  say,  s i r ,  e x a c t l y  how many. It  was 

q u i t e  a few down through t h a t  a rea .  


. 	Q- Did you always g e t  i n  a f i g h t  when you were 
down t h e r e ,  o r  j u s t  sometimes? 

A. The major i ty  of t h e  t i m e  we were down i n  t h i s  
a rea ,  sir, w e  were g e t t i n g  VC s n i p e r  rounds o r  something 

would happen of t h i s  n a t u r e .  
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10: Sergeant BACON, you focused on t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
you gave your squad  on t h e  hand l ing  of  c i v i l i a n s .  Is t h a t  
a l l  you t o l d  your  squad? 

A. Tha t  is a l l ,  sir,  t h a t  I had t o  t e l l  t h e  squad,  
I t o l d  them t h a t  we  would be  o p e r a t i n g  under s i m i l a r  pro-
cedures  t h a t  w e  had  o p e r a t e d  under b e f o r e .  Th i s  had been 
a s t a n d a r d  o p e r a t i n g  procedure ,  going through t h e  v i l l a g e  
and having teams s e a r c h  it, and t h e  o t h e r  squad s t a y  on 
t h e  l i n e  and have one  o r  two men, approximately  one man, 
s e c u r e  t h e  area f o r  t h e  men t h a t  are s e a r c h i n g  t h e  ham-
le ts  wh i l e  t h e  remainder  of t h e  squad moved up t o  a cer-
t a i n  p o i n t ,  u n t i l  t h e  o t h e r  two people  moved up i n  l i n e  
w i th  them. 

Q Did you g i v e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  concern ing  t h e  
deployment o f  your  M-60 Is? 

A .  Right ,  sir. I t o l d  t h e  M-60 man, t h e  gunner,  
t h a t  he  would s t a y  w i t h  m e ,  sir,  a t  a l l  t i m e s  d u r i n g  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  s o  t h a t  I could  have more c o n t r o l  o v e r  him. 

(I0 r e q u e s t e d  c o p i e s  of E x h i b i t s  P-1 and MAP-4.) 

Q I  S e r g e a n t  BACON, I have h e r e  an aerial  photo  o f  
My L a i  ( 4 .  Loca t ing  it on t h e  map--here it i s  on your  
1:25,000--and h e r e  it i s  on t h e  a e r i a l  photo.  One i n c h  
on t h e  photo  e q u a l s  about  100 me te r s .  You can see t h e  
v i l l a g e - o f  My ~ a i( 4 )  h e r e  and see t h e  road coming along-
side s f  t he  v i l l q e - - a n s t h e r  read with t h e  hzzses elczg-
s i d e  of it l e a d i n g  from t h e  sou th  c e n t r a l  s i d e  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e  down t o  Highway 521. There is ano the r  road  coming 
o f f  t o  t h e  e a s t  and going  i n t o  521--another road a c r o s s  
t h e  n o r t h  f l a n k  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  e a s t  and wes t ;  a l s o ,  a 
nor th-south  road  which j o i n s  w i t h  521. Highway 521, which 
you can see a n  t h e  a i r  photo and on t h e  nap,  and down t o  
t h e  sou th  H i l l  85. You can n o t i c e  where it s t a r t s  going 
up by t h e  s t a r t  of t h e  t e r r a c e s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  Do you 
recognize  t h a t  as My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A .  Y e s ,  I do ,  s ir .  

Q I t  i s  o u r  unders tanding ,  Sergeant  BACON, t h a t  
t h e  a i r  a s s a u l t  took  p l a c e  somewhere t o  t h e  w e s t  of My 
Lai  (4) and t h e  o p e r a t i o n  proceeded through t h e  v i l l a g e  
and then  subsequen t ly  on up toward My La i  (1)o r  t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  area. 

A .  C o r r e c t ,  s ir .  
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Q. Now, f o r  t h e  sake of t h e  people p r e s e n t ,  I 
would l i k e  f o r  you t o  g ive  a ve rba l  d e s c r i p t i o n  of your 
a c t i v i t i e s  from t h e  t ime you landed u n t i l  such time a s  
you moved o u t  of t h e  My Lai ( 4 )  a r e a ,  g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h e  
af ternoon,  toward t h e  a r e a  where Char l i e  Company married 
up with Bravo Company t o  l a a g e r  f o r  t h e  n igh t .  Now, 
subsequent t o  t h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  he re ,  I a m  going t o  ask 
t h a t  you s i t  down wi th  Colonel WILSON o r  another  o f f i c e r  
s o  t h a t  you w i l l  be ab le  t o  t ake  one of t h e s e  photos and 
annota te  it proper ly  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  s p o t s  on t h e  a e r i a l  
photo where t h e s e  var ious  i n c i d e n t s  took p l a c e ,  and s o  
i d e n t i f y  them. This would be comparable t o  t h e  ske tch  
map which you made a s  p a r t  of t h e  testimony which you 
gave t o  Colonel WILSON. Do you understand,  now, what 
I have ind ica ted?  

(Exhibi t  P-1  a s  annotated by t h e  wi tness  was 
l a t e r  admit ted i n t o  evidence a s  Exh ib i t  P-173.) 

Right ,  sir. 

Now, would you proceed, p lease?  

A. S i r ,  where we landed t o  t h e  west of My L a i ( 4 ) ,  
t h e r e  is  a d i t c h  l i n e  t h a t  runs p r e t t y  c l o s e ,  approximately 
50 t o  75 f e e t  from t h e  v i l l a g e .  Once t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  moved 
o f f  t h e  LZ, my squad deployed along t h i s  l i n e  j u s t  t o  t h e  
west of t h i s  area--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  To t h e  west o r  t o  t h e  eas t - -
" e a s t  of t h e  LZ, b u t  on t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right ,  sir. We then  s t ayed  t h e r e ,  and I 
no t i ced ,  my machinegunner no t i ced  an i n d i v i d u a l  running 
wi th  a r i f l e  and a s t e e l  p o t  on--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Let  me ask you a ques t ion .  I n  
your judgment, how f a r  was t h e  LZ from t h e  edge of t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. It was no more than  100 t o  125 meters ,  sir. 

Q And you were on t h e  f i r s t  f l i g h t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I was on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  t o  t h e  L Z ,  s ir .  

Q *  The f i r s t  l i f t ?  

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q. And what was included on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ?  
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A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  were n i n e  h e l i c o p t e r s  on t h e  
f i r s t  l i f t ,  and t h e y  c o n s i s t e d  of bo th  my p l a t o o n  and t h e  
2d P la toon .  

Q.
l i f t ?  

Did t h e  company command group come i n  w i t h  your 

A. I d o n ' t  remember--I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  Once w e  
landed on t h e  LZ--before w e  landed on t h e  L Z ,  w e  were corn-
i n g  t o  a s h o r t  f i n a l  approach t o  t h e  LZ, and I heard  some-
t h i n g  t h a t  sounded l i k e  f i r e  coming up towards t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  
A t  t h i s  t i m e  a l l  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  commenced f i r i n g .  I hea rd  
gunships  f i r i n g  t h e i r  r o c k e t s  and a l s o  t h e i r  miniguns,  and it 
came t o  my mind t h a t  t h i s  was a " h o t  LZ" t h a t  we were coming 
i n  on. So, once we landed ,  I g o t  my men o u t ,  f o u r  on one 
s i d e  and t h r e e  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  The h e l i c o p t e r s  moved 
l e f t  t o  t h e  LZ,  and I moved my men up on a l i n e  a long  a d i t c h  
approximately  50 t o  75 meters  from t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h i s  i s  
where I deployed my men on l i n e ,  s e c u r i n g  t h e  LZ f o r  t h e  
rest of t h e  company coming i n t o  t h e  LZ, o r  u n t i l  word was 
given t o  us t o  move o u t .  A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  j u s t  a f t e r  my 
machinegunner h o l l e r e d :  "There goes  one w i t h  a steel  p o t  
and a r i f l e . "  A s  I looked around,  f a c i n g  him, I n o t i c e d  
an i n d i v i d u a l  go around t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  of  a h u t .  He had 
a s t e e l  p o t  and a r i f l e ,  as he went around t o  t h e  r i g h t  
of t h e  h u t .  The machinegunner a t  t h e  same t i m e  was open-
i n g  up, b u t  h i s  rounds never  h i t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  because 
they  were t o o  high.  They went ove r  t h e  h u t s .  I f i r e d  a 
few rounds,  and t h e y  a l s o  went over  t h e  h u t .  I h o l l e r e d  
back t o  khe p l a t o o n  leader : '  "I s e e  a VC w i t h  a s t e e l  p o t  
and a r i f l e  running toward t h e  r i g h t  c o r n e r  of  t h e  v i l l a g e . "  
W e  wa i ted  t h e r e  f o r  a s h o r t  p e r i o d  of  t ime ,  and t h e  word w a s  
g iven  t o  move o u t .  

Q- A t  t h a t  t i m e  you w e r e  s t i l l  a long ,  more o r  less, 
t h e  hedgerow and t h e  d i t c h  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. R igh t ,  sir. 

Q- Would you j u s t  make a mark t h e r e  t o  i n d i c a t e  
t h i s ,  about  t h e  a r e a  you were l o c a t e d  in - - tha t  i s ,  where 
your squad w a s  deployed then?  

A. R igh t ,  s ir .  

Q How long  d i d  you s t a y  i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. I c a n ' t  s ay  by t h e  t i m e ,  sir. I t  w a s  n o t  t o o  
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long of a t i m e  , sir.  

Q Did you s t a y  t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  second l i f t  came i n ?  

A .  W e  s t a y e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  second l i f t  came i n ,  
sir. Then t h e  word was t o  move o u t .  W e  moved s t r a i g h t  
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  a r e a ,  s i r ,  u n t i l  w e  g o t  approximately  
about  c e n t e r  of t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  i n  h e r e ,  where w e  l o c a t e d  
some people .  There  w a s  one o l d  l a d y  who was s h o t  i n  h e r  
l e f t  s i d e .  There was an o l d  man. He was s h o t  i n  t h e  l e g ,  
s i d e ,  and i n  t h e  shoulder .  We c o l l e c t e d  t h e  people  up; I 
had two men move t h e  people  t o  t h e  r i g h t .  

Q - How many people  d i d  you have a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. Nine o r  t e n ,  sir.  I had t h e  people  move t o  
t h e  r i g h t  where L ieu tenan t  CALLEY w a s .  I could  n o t  see 
him a t  t h e  t i m e  because of  t h e  t h i c k  v e g e t a t i o n  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  who it was, who took  t h o s e  
people  and moved them t o  t h e  r i g h t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e ,  s i r ,  one was PFC SIMONE. I d o n ' t  
remember t h e  o t h e r  man's  name, s ir .  And a t  t h e  t ime w e  
con t inued  t o  move on,  and I l o s t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  2d 
P la toon ,  which w a s  on my l e f t ,  and t h e  f i r s t  squad of t h e  
1st P la toon  on xriy r i g h t .  F c r  a ~ h i l s, S s c z ~ s e  LL-LILc 

v e g e t a t i o n ,  I could  n o t  s e e  them. I l o s t  c o n t a c t  w i th  
some of my men a l s o  because of  t h e  v e g e t a t i o n ,  f o r  a 
couple  of  seconds.  Then I made my men move i n  c l o s e r  
t o  me, and w e  con t inued  t o  go through t h e  v i l l a g e .  W e  
g o t  t o g e t h e r  t h e r e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g  
t o  map) and moved o u t  i n  two l i n e s  from t h e  v i l l a g e - -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What t ime  was it when you 
a r r i v e d  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  approximately?  

A. I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y ,  s i r .  A t  l e a s t  2 t o  
3 hour s ,  approximately .  

Q. To go through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. R igh t ,  sir.  

Q - So t h a t  cou ld  p u t  it up to--. . 

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Close  t o  1000 o r  1030, s ir .  
And then  w e  moved from t h e  v i l l a g e  toward a t r e e  l i n e ,  approx-
ima te ly  1 0 0  meters  o u t  f r o n t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a n d ' I  g o t  t h e  
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word from Se rgean t  MITCHELL, who was on my le f t - -on  t h e  
r ight-hand s ide - - to  ho ld  my squad up and set  up a per-
imeter, and t h i s  i s  what I d i d .  I s topped there - -

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I n d i c a t e  t h a t  on t h e  map, i f  
you w i l l .  Can you d e f i n i t e l y  i d e n t i f y  t h e  area--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, sir.  

Q But it was o u t  about  100 meters t o  t h e  e a s t  
.of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a s  you r e c a l l  i t ?  

A. R igh t ,  s ir .  And t h i s  i s  where I s topped  my 
squad, i n  t h i s  a r e a .  I was l o c a t e d  from t h e  l e f t  end of  
t h e  squad i t s e l f ,  and I was wondering what happened t o  t h e  
2d P la toon  a t  t h e  t ime t h a t  w e  g o t  t h e r e .  I c o u l d n ' t  
s e e  them, and I wondered where t h e s e  guys w e r e .  A t  t h e  
same t i m e  I n o t i c e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  running down a t r a i l  t o  
my f r o n t .  There w e r e  s i x  men running down a t r a i l  t o  my 
f ront--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What k ind  of  men? F r i e n d l y  o r  
c i v i l i a n s ,  o r  what w e r e  they?  

A. I could n o t  s e e  them t o o  good, sir. 

Q Were t h e y  p a r t  of your own combat o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir.  They were Vietnamese; t h e y  had b l ack  
pajamas on. Some of them d i d ,  as f a r  a s  I could  s e e ,  sir. 
And I had my M-79 man shoo t  a t  them, b u t  he missed them, and 
they  cont inued  t o  run .  Also,  a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  I n o t i c e d .  
approximately  f i v e  men running on t h e  l e f t - h a n d  s i d e .  

Q. Now, about  where would they  be.  I n d i c a t e  where 
you saw t h e  s i x  people  running and where you saw t h e  o t h e r  
f i v e  running.  You were a t  t h i s  p o i n t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  Again, 
1 inch  i s  about  100 meters .  

A. I would say  i n  t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  h e r e ,  s i r  (po in t -
i n g  t o  map) w e r e  t h e  group of s i x  of them, and over  i n  t h i s  
area--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Put  a  mark t h e r e ,  i f  you w i l l ,  t o  
assist Colonel  WILSON l a t e r  on i n  t a l k i n g  t o  you. And 
which group w a s  it t h a t  was taken  under f i r e ?  

A. The group r i g h t  h e r e ,  s i r  ( p o i n t i n g  t o  map) . 
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The o t h e r  one r a n  i n t o  a hedge l ine ,  s i r ,  and they  d i sap-
peared.  This  was where w e  s t a y e d  a t  u n t i l  w e  had f u r t h e r  
word t o  move o u t .  

Q. Now, d i d  you stay--where d i d  you have lunch? 

A .  T h i s  i s  t h e  a r e a  r i g h t  h e r e  where w e  a t e .  The 
men opened up t h e i r  C- ra t ions ,  and t h i s  was where we a t e  a t .  

Q. Now, up u n t i l  t h i s  t ime ,  how many people  had 
you s e n t  t o  your p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ?  

A .  I would say  approximately  30, b u t  I d o n ' t  
know. 'It could have been l e s s  and it could--maybe 15 
a t  t h e  most--I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q. A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  i n  t h e  middle  of t h e  v i l l a g e - -
by t h a t  t i m e  you s a i d  you had p icked  up about  n i n e  o r  t e n  
which you s e n t  o v e r  t o  your  p l a t o o n  leader - -

. . .  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A t  t h e  t ime ,  s i r ,  i n  t h e  middle 
of t h e  v i l l a g e  I picked up some. I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  
how many. Q u i t e  a few of them, o l d  women, young l a d i e s ,  
k i d s ,  and a l s o  some young men and a  couple  of o l d  men t h a t  
I p icked  up--that  i s  where I s e n t  them ove r  t o  t h e  p l a t o o n  
l e a d e r  from t h e r e .  

Q W e l l ,  where d i d  you p i c k  up t h e  o t h e r  people  
up t o  t h i s  t ime? You s a i d  you had p icked  up about  30. 
Where d i d  you p i ck  up t h e  o t h e r s ,  and when d i d  you send 
them t o  your p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ?  

A.  The on ly  t h i n g  I can remember, s i r ,  i s  t h e  
f i r s t  group t h a t  I picked up. 

Q - J u s t  one group. 

A. That  i s  r i g h t ,  sir. 

Q- How many w a s  t h a t  a g a i n ,  a s  f a r  a s  you remember? 

A. Between 16 and p o s s i b l y  30. I d o n ' t  j u s t  e x a c t l y  
remember, sir.  

Q. When you reached t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  when 
you were on t h e  pe r ime te r  about  100 me te r s  east  of  t h e  v i l -
l a g e ,  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had a conve r sa t ion  w i t h  Se rgean t  
MITCHELL? 
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He h o l l e r e d  t o  me, s i r ,  t o  ho ld  my squad u p ,  sir.  

Q- Where w a s  he?  

A. H e  was s t a n d i n g  by t h e  two h u t s  n e a r  t h e  edge 

of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  on t h e  r igh t -hand  s i d e ,  sir.  


Q- Out i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  back t o  t h e  r e a r ?  

A. I t  was j u s t  on t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  sir,  by 
two o l d  h u t s .  I c a n ' t  s a y  e x a c t l y  on t h i s  map. And he 

h o l l e r e d  f o r  m e  t o  ho ld  up my squad and t o  s e t  up a per - 

ime te r  t h e r e .  I s a i d  okay. And I t u r n e d  around and h e l d  

my squad up, and w e  g o t  i n  a l i n e ;  and I t o l d  them t h a t  w e  

would w a i t  t h e r e  f o r  a wh i l e ,  and we would a l t e r n a t e  e a t i n g  

chow. 


Q- When you w e r e  on t h e  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e ,  
o n  t h e  e a s t  end,  Se rgean t  BACON, o r  when you were o u t  on 
y o u r  p e r i m e t e r  d e f e n s e  t h a t  you i n d i c a t e d ,  d i d  you see a 
h e l i c o p t e r ,  an H-23, l a n d  anyplace in-this a r e a ?  

. . 

A. I saw a h e l i c o p t e r  t o  my l e f t  f r o n t ,  d i r e c t l y
t o  my f r o n t ,  sir. 

Q. Where d i d  he land?  

A. He landed  i n  a t ree l i n e .  I t  i s  ha rd  t o  s ay  on 

t h i s  maF. 


. Q. HOW f a r  from you was he? 

A. Approximately 5 0  me te r s .  Maybe less, maybe more. 
And he landed t h e r e  between t h e  trees, g o t  o u t  of  t h e  h e l i -  
c o p t e r ,  went i n ,  and came back ou t .  He g o t  i n  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  
and f lew o f f - - t he  p i l o t  did--he came back- about  15 t o  20 minutes -
l a t e r ,  sir,  and landed  i n  t h e  same s p o t ;  he brought  two men 

and t h r e e  women and I b e l i e v e  two c h i l d r e n  o u t  of t h i s  h u t .  

A t  t h e  t ime he must have c a l l e d  a  gunship i n ,  s i r .  The gun- 

s h i p  picked t h e  people  up, and they  bo th  f lew o f f  t o  my r i g h t  

r e a r .  


Q. Where w a s  t h i s  s p o t  t o  t h e  b e s t  of your  r e c o l -  
l e c t i o n  and o r i e n t a t i o n ?  Were you h e r e  o r  h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e  

( p o i n t i n g  t o  map) ? 
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A. I t  was--1 was here  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  s o  it had 
t o  be wi th in  t h a t  a r e a .  I t  would be he re ,  c l c s e s t  t o  my 
knowledge. He moved i n  t h i s  d i rec t ion--of f  t h i s  way-- 
both h e l i c o p t e r s .  I continued t o  watch t h e  f r o n t  and 
t h e  f l a n k s  because I cocld hear  shoot ing.  I heard 
shoot ing  i n  t h i s  a r e a  up he re ,  s i r  (po in t ing  t o  map), 
and I d i d  n o t  e x a c t l y  know what was going on up t h e r e .  

Q *  Did you s e e  t h i s  H - 2 3  land a t  any s p o t  o t h e r  
than t h e  one t h a t  you have i n d i c a t e d ?  

A. No, s ir .  I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Did he come back and l a n d  anywhere near  where 
you were--where you had lunch? 

A. N o ,  sir.  Not a s  I r e c a l l .  

Q- Sergeant  BACON, i n  your s ta tement  t h a t  you 
prepared,  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you saw a  d i t c h  t h a t  had 
approximately 2 0  KIA i n  it. Would you l o c a t e  t h a t  d i t c h  
f o r  us? 

A. I s a i d  t h a t ?  

Q. Approximately 20  K I A  i n  t h e  d i t c h .  

A. No, sir ,  I d i d  n o t  make t h a t  s t a t ement ,  sir.  

Q . I n  t h i s  a r e a  where you were, when you reached 
t h e  e a s t  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  and where you s e t  up your 
per imeter  defense ,  d i d  you s e e  any bodies  of noncombatants? 

A. No, sir .  I d i d n ' t .  

Q =  I want you t o  t h i n k  r e a l  ha rd ,  now--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I am th ink ing  ha rd ,  s i r .  I re -
member t h a t  I d i d  n o t  s e e  any, s ir .  

Q - I n  pass ing  through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  had you seen any
noncombatants o r  c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  were being k i l l e d ?  

A. I d i d  n o t  see  any k i l l e d ,  s i r .  I only s a w  one 
i n d i v i d u a l  s h o t  by an M-79. A f t e r  we searched t h e  v i l l a g e  
we were moving forward and he saw t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  out  of 
t h e  r i g h t  of s i d e  of h i s  eye and he f i r e d .  We continued 
t o  move on--that i s  t h e  only person I saw s h o t  i n  t h a t  
v i l l a g e ,  s ir .  
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Q - Was he k i l l e d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know, sir. 

Q. But you, as a squad l eader ,  d i d  n o t  s e e  any
noncombatants k i l l e d ?  

A.  No, sir.  I d i d  not .  

Q. Did you hear - -af te r  you turned these  c i v i l i a n s  
over t o  t h e  p la toon leader--did you hear  any r a p i d  f i r i n g ,  
o r  automatic o r  semiautomatic? 

A.  A t  t h e  t ime,  be fo re  we had turned  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  
over ,  I had been hear ing  f i r e ,  a l s o  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  on both 
s i d e s ,  l e f t  and r i g h t ,  s o  I cannot say e x a c t l y  i f  it con-
t inued a f t e r  t h e  t ime I turned  them over  o r  not--I  c a n ' t  
say ,  sir. 

Q. Would t h i s  be t h e  k i l l i n g  of t h e  animals and 
l ives tock  around t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t  is  a p o s s i b i l i t y ,  and a l s o  a p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  the  gunships were shoot ing around t h e  v i l l a g e  a rea .  

Q Did you encounter  any oppos i t ion  whatsoever 
wi th  your squad? 

A.  No, sir. I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Did your squad c a r r y  o u t  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  
burn the  v i l l a g e ,  burn t h e  hootches--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, sir,  we d i d  n o t  burn any 
hootches a t  a l l .  

Q Why d i d n ' t  you? 

A.  Because, s i r ,  a t  t h e  t ime we were t o o  concerned 
with moving--trying t o  move through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and I was 
a f r a i d  t h a t  i f  we had t r i e d  t o  burn t h e  v i l l a g e - - i t  would 
have been impossible  f o r  t h e  men i n  the  3d Platoon t o  
go through t h e  v i l l a g e  and make a thorough search  of t h e  
hootches before  they  came o u t  of t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  And t h i s  
i s  what t h e i r  mission was: t o  search  t h e  v i l l a g e  and thoroughly 
check it ou t .  

Q So, your squad, t o  your knowledge, burned no 
hootches? 
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A. R igh t ,  sir. 
. .  . 

Q. O r  houses.  Did t h e y  k i l l  any animals?  

A. They k i l l ed - - they  s h o t  a water b u f f a h ,  b u t  he' 

d i d  n o t  d i e ,  and they  s h o t  some hogs. Tha t  i s  a l l ,  sir.  

Q. How i s  it t h e  wate r  b u f f a l o  d i d n ' t  d i e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q- You d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  H - 2 3  l a n d  anywhere nea r  

you? 


A. No p l a c e  e x c e p t  t o  my f r o n t ,  sir.  Tha t  i s  a l l .  

Q- I n  t h a t  one l o c a t i o n  t h a t  you a r e  t a l k i n g  about?  

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q. Did you a t  any t i m e  s e e  Sej-geant MITCHELL o r  

anybody f i r i n g  i n t o  a d i t c h ?  


A. No, sir.  I d i d  n o t .  

Q. Did you s e e  t h e  people  t o  your  f r o n t  t h a t  had 

run i n t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  o r  bunker o r  whatever it was--a 

cave-- that  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  l anded  t o  e x t r i c a t e  them? 


A. I d i d  n o t  see them a t  f i r s t ,  s ir .  There a r e  
a few b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  a r e a  where he had landed ,  approx-
ima te ly  maybe t h r e e  o r  f o u r  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  and I guess  he 
s p o t t e d  t h e  people  o r  something o u t s i d e  t h e  h u t ,  and he landed  
down t h e r e  and checked and found o u t  i f  t h e y  w e r e  i n  t h e r e  
and took o f f  and came back a g a i n ,  sir. 

Q. Do you know where your p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  was a t  
. .t h i s  t ime? 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Did you h e a r  of any c o n v e r s a t i o n  between t h e  

p i l o t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and your  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  o r  anybody 

else i n  t h e  company? 


A. I d i d  n o t  h e a r  any conve r sa t ion  between t h e  

p i l o t  and my p l a t o o n  l e a d e r .  There w a s  one t i m e .  W e  g o t  

t h e  word t h a t  a mor ta r  had been knocked o u t  on a h i l l  t o  

Our r i g h t  f l a n k .  Tha t  i s  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  I can remem- 

b e r ,  sir. 
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a - Did you see any th ing  e l s e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  
you f e e l  would be  h e l p f u l  i n  o u r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  determine 
what happened i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  and/or t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  i t ?  

A. No, sir.  I d i d  n o t  s e e  anyth ing  t h a t  cou ld  be  
h e l p f u l  a t  a l l ,  sir.  

MR MACCRATE: Se rgean t  BACON, can you e s t i m a t e  t h e  number 
of rounds t h a t  you y o u r s e l f  f i r e d  du r ing  t h e  cou r se  o f  
moving through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  from t h e  t i m e  of  t h e  l and ing  
u n t i l  you reached  t h e  f a r  s i d e .  About 1 0 0  me te r s  you 
i n d i c a t e d ,  beyond t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t  was n o t  even a magazine, sir.  I had t h e  
same magazine i n  my weapon when I reached t h e  end of t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  s o  no more t h a n  n i n e  o r  t e n  rounds a t  t h e  most,. . 
sir. 

Q .  What about  t h e  o t h e r  members of your  squad? 

A.  I c a n ' t  s a y ,  s i r ,  because some of them f i r e d  
a t  t h e  an imals  t r y i n g  t o  k i l l  them, s o  I c a n ' t  e x a c t l y  
s ay ,  s i r .  

Q - Were you, a t  any t i m e ,  from t h e  t i m e  of  t h e  
land ing  when you took  your p o s i t i o n  j u s t  s h o r t  of t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  t o  t h e  t ime  you a r r i v e d  on t h e  f a r  s i d e  o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e - - t h i s  w a s  t h e  p o i n t  you i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of anyone who w a s  i n  r a d i o  communication--did you h e a r  a 
radio operator a t  any t ime? 

A. W e l l ,  no ,  sir.  The on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  I had a t  
t h e  t i m e  was communication w i t h  my p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  through 
a s m a l l  r e g u l a r  r a d i o  set  t h a t  w e  had t h a t  w a s  i s s u e d  t o  
us from t h e  company. 

Q .  You are t a l k i n g  about  a PRC-8 helmet r a d i o ?  

A .  Right ,  sir. 

Q. And d i d  you a l s o  have a t r a n s m i t t e r ?  

A. Right ,  sir,  I had a t r a n s m i t t e r .  

Q And you had t h e  helmet  r a d i o ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. And du r ing  t h e  t ime of  your movement, which 
i s  a m a t t e r  of  2 o r  3 h o u r s ,  you c ros sed  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
were you i n  communication w i t h  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r ?  
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A. Right ,  sir.  I was i n  communication with the  
p la toon l e a d e r ,  b u t  I d i d  n o t  g e t  any c a l l s  from him. 

Q You had no communication a t  a l l  wi th  t h e  
p la toon l eader?  

A. Not over  t h e  r ad io .  No, s ir ,  t h a t  I can 
remember, sir. 

Q. He d i d  n o t  speak t o  you and you d i d  n o t  
speak t o  him? 

A. No, s ir .  I h o l l e r e d  one t ime,  s ir ,  o u t  loud,  
t o  hold it up because t h e  remainder of t h e  p la toon was 
g e t t i n g  ahead of me, and I a l s o  t a l k e d  t o  t h e  2d Platoon 
because they were g e t t i n g  ahead of me, too .  That i s  t h e  
only t ime I even h o l l e r e d  towards them, sir.  

Q= Well, t h i s  was when you were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  you
h o l l e r e d  t h i s  way--in view of t h e  v e g e t a t i o n ,  how d i d  you 
know where t h e  o t h e r  p a r t  of t h e  u n i t s  were? 

A. Because, s ir ,  I a c t u a l l y  h o l l e r e d  t o  my p o i n t  
man t o  s e e  i f  they  could l o c a t e  t h e  o t h e r  p o r t i o n  of the  
platoon from our  l e f t  f l a n k ,  and they  s a i d  t o  me t h a t  they  
c a n ' t  l o c a t e  them, they  must be ahead of us--so a t  t h e  t ime 
I ho l l e red .  

?* When you h o l l e r e d  d i d  you g e t  any response? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, sir.  There was q u i t e  a b i t  of 
noise  going on. 

Q. I j u s t  wonder what a h o l l e r  could produce a t  
t h a t  po in t?  

A- I a c t u a l l y  d o n ' t  remember i f  I g o t  a response o r  
n o t ,  sir. 

Q. Now, when you saw t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  l a n d ,  f i r s t  t h e  
H-23 then t h e  gunship, d i d  you observe t h e  p i l o t  o r  someone 
from e i t h e r  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  g e t t i n g  o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Right,  sir. I saw e i t h e r  t h e  p i l o t  o r  t h e  c o p i l o t  
of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  walk wi th  t h e  people t o  t h e  gunship,  s i r ,  
and t a l k  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  on the.  le f t -hand s i d e  of t h e  s h i p  
and t e l l  him something and pu t  t h e  people on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
i t s e l f .  
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Q b Could you a t  t h a t  t i m e  s e e  any of t h e  o t h e r  
u n i t s ,  t he  ground f o r c e s ,  e i t h e r  another  squad or--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I could see p o r t i o n s  of t h e  
f i r s t  squad t o  my r i g h t  f l ank .  

Q How f a r  away from you were they? 

A. That would be hard t o  e s t i m a t e ,  s ir .  I c a n ' t  
say exac t ly ,  offhand. 

Q. F i f t y  meters o r  f i v e  hundred meters? What i s  
t h e  r e l a t i v e - - I  a m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  be e x a c t ,  bu t  j u s t  how 
much you could s e e  i s  what I am t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  out .  

A. Actua l ly ,  I ' d  say about 10 maybe 15  meters .  
Maybe a l i t t l e  b i t  more from where my men could a c t u a l l y  
see them. 

Q - You'd say t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  squad was wi th in  100 f e e t  
of you? 

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q What d i d  you observe a s  t o  what t h a t  squad was 
doing a t  t h a t  time? 

A. A t  t h e  t ime I no t i ced  them, s i r ,  they  w e r e  g e t t i n g  
ready t o  s i t  down, g e t t i n g  i n  p o s i t i o n  where they  could ob-
se rve  t h e  f r o n t .  

Q. Had they  a c t u a l l y  taken up a p o s i t i o n ?  Were they  
on a per imeter ,  too? Were they s t i l l  moving a t  t h i s  time? 

A. No, sir.  They weren ' t  moving. The ones I could 
see were g e t t i n g  down. The r i c e  paddies s t a l k s  were p r e t t y  
t a l l .  

Q Was Sergeant  MITCHELL with t h i s  group t o  your r i g h t ?  

A. The one t ime I no t i ced  him, s ir ,  was t h e  time he 
was beside t h e s e  two o l d  hu t s .  There w a s  an i n d i v i d u a l  bes ide  
him. That was t h e  only time t h a t  I no t i ced  him because I turned  
around and s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g  t o  one of my  men about t h e  h e l i -
copters  p icking  up t h e  people.  
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a - When Sergeant MITCHELL c a l l e d  you, about how f a r  
away from you was he? 

I would say 100 meters ,  maybe a l i t t l e  more, s i r .  

About t h e  length  of a f o o t b a l l  f i e l d  away from you? 

About t h e  length  of a f o o t b a l l  f i e l d ,  sir .  

I0: I have a couple of th ings  t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  g e t  
c l a r i f i e d .  Who normally was with your p la toon l e a d e r  i n  
opera t ions?  

A .  S i r ,  t h e  RTO would usua l ly  be with t h e  p la toon 
l eader .  

Q- He had t h e  r a d i o  opera to r ,  then? 

A. Right,  sir. 

Q. So, you wouldn't  normally be t a l k i n g  with the  pla-  
toon l e a d e r ,  b u t  you would be pass ing  information through t h e  
RTO, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. No, sir. What happened .is t h a t  t h e  p la toon l eader  
c a r r i e d  a  small  r a d i o ,  with a  hand rece iver - -  

& . ( In te rpos ing)  He c a r r i e d  t h e  8 and t h e  9 ,  then ,  
and t h e  o t h e r  one c a r r i e d  t h e  25 ,  is  t h a t  r i g h t ,  t o  communi- 
c a t e  with t h e  company? 

A .  Yes, s i r ,  and t h i s  i s  t h e  way I communicated with 
t h e  platoon l e a d e r .  

Q- You had no communication wi th  Lieutenant  CALLEY 
t h a t  morning? 

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  sir. 

Q. Who e l s e  was with him? What was t h e  p o s i t i o n  of 
Sergeant  MITCHELL wi th in  t h e  platoon? 

A. He was a squad l e a d e r ,  sir.  

Q. O f  what squad? 

A. F i r s t  squad. 
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Q- H e  was a squad l e a d e r  of t h e  f i r s t  squad,  r i g h t  
squad then?  

A. R igh t ,  'sir. 

Q. Who w a s  t h e  p l a t o o n  se rgean t?  

A. Sergean t  COWAN, sir. 

Q. Where was COWAN? 

A. I d o n ' t  e x a c t l y  know, s i r .  H e  was someplace 
t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  p l a t o o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I b e l i e v e ,  b u t  I 
cannot  say f o r  s u r e .  

Q W a s  he on t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  day? 

A. Y e s ,  he was; sir. 

Q. So, you and MITCHELL w e r e  t h e  two squad l e a d e r s ?  

A. Right ,  sir. 

MR WALSH: I t h i n k  you s a i d  t h a t  du r ing  t h e  course  of  moving 
through t h e  v i l l a g e  you a t  some t i m e  g o t  s e p a r a t e d  from some 
of your  men. Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e  f i r e  team l e a d e r s  were 
sending pe r sonne l  t h a t  t hey  would round up t o  you and you 
would send them en t o  L ieu t enan t  CULEY? Were they  sending  
people  t hey  would round up d i r e c t l y  t o  L ieu tenan t  CALLEY? 

A. No, sir.  The people  were p u t  i n  a group where I 
would have t o  j u s t  send two men wi th  t h e s e  people ,  i n s t e a d  
of i n  smal l  g roups ,  because t h i s  would p u t  m e  i n  a s i t u a t i o n  
where I would have t c  send one man a t  a t i m e  w i th  t h e  people .  
I n  a case  l i k e  t h i s  h e r e ,  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  we r a n  i n t o  one 
group as I remember. I s e n t  two people  w i th  them because 
they  were on ly  o l d  men, women, and c h i l d r e n  and a couple  of 
young men. 

Q So, you are c l e a r  t h a t  any people  s e n t  by your
squad t o  L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY were those  t h a t  you c o l l e c t e d  i n  
one group and s e n t  on wi th  someone you d i r e c t e d .  

A .  Righ t ,  sir. 
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Q Did your squad r e c e i v e  any f i r e  from any d i r e c t i o n  
when you were moving through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  I d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  any coming d i r e c t l y  towards me, 
sir. I d i d  n o t  know i f  t h e r e  was any a t  a l l  i n . t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Did you see any h e l i c o p t e r s  l and  behind you a t  
any t i m e  when you w e r e  pas s ing  through t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  
p o i n t  where you g o t  t o  t h e  tree l i n e  and had lunch? 

A. No, sir,  I d i d n ' t .  

COL WILSON: Th i s  tree l i n e ,  100 meters  t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  was t h a t  a tree l i n e  covering a d i t c h ?  

A. I d i d  n o t  s ee  any d i t c h ,  s i r ,  a t  t h a t  t r e e  l i n e .  

Q- To c l a r i f y  t h e s e  measurements, what was your squad ' s  
f ron tage?  Were your two f i r e  teams a b r e a s t ,  approximately,  
as you moved through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. It wasn ' t  e x a c t l y  two f i r e  teams. I had t o  p u l l  
my squad i n  p r e t t y  c l o s e  s o  I could t r y  and c o n t r o l  them. 
It  was no more than  approximately 10 t o  15  meters. They were 
r e a l l y  p r e t t y  c l o s e .  I n  f a c t ,  some of t h e  people  were walk-
i n g  behind each o t h e r  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f ,  s i r .  

Q. About 10 t o  15  meters was your squad ' s  f ron tage  a s  
you went through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right ,  sir. 

I0 : Did you encounter  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  o u t s i d e  t h e  
v i l l age - -d id  you encounter  much f o r t i f i c a t i o n  m a t e r i a l ,  
bunkers--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  S i r ,  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  
bunkers and r e g u l a r  s h e l t e r s .  S t r u c t u r e s  were made o u t  of 
s o l i d  concrete--some of t h e  b u i l d i n g s .  And o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l -
l a g e  t h e  on ly  p l a c e  t h a t  I could see--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Were t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  you a r e  
speaking of behind t h e  bunkers,  o r  w e r e  t hey  j u s t  some of 
t h e  o l d  houses? 

A. Old houses ,  sir.  

FOR OFFICIAL USE 

APP T-21 

ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q- P r e t t y  much s h e l l e d  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  w e r e n ' t  they? 

A. Some of them w a s n ' t ,  s ir .  Beyond t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
the  only t h i n g  I no t i ced  was t h e  r e g u l a r  s t r a w  hu t s  and 
some bu i ld ings  made of concre te  i n  t h e  same manner a s  t h e  
ones i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  sir. 

COL FRANKLIN: Would you desc r ibe  how you moved through? It  
took you a long t ime t o  g e t  through t h i s  v i l l a g e .  I t  i s  n o t  
a very b ig  v i l l a g e .  What were you guys doing down t h e r e  t h a t  
it took s o  long? 

A .  Well, s i r ,  i n  checking o u t  t h e  bu i ld ings  according 
t o  t h e  way you a r e  supposed t o  check them, it takes  time t o  
check o u t  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  sir.  I f  you t r y  t o  run through a v i l -
l age ,  you might end up g e t t i n g  blown up, s ir .  I wanted my 
people t o  t a k e  t h e i r  t ime,  and I d i d n ' t  want anybody t o  g e t  
h u r t  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  a t  a l l .  I was scared  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e r e  was VC i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and they had booby t r a p s  i n  t h e  
hamlets,  knowing t h a t  we were coming i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Also, 
the  vegetat ion--at  t imes we could no t  move t o o  f a s t  a t  a l l ,  
sir,  and we had t o  walk behind each o t h e r ,  and a t  t imes we had 
t o  walk over  t h e  brush i t s e l f ,  sir. And by moving t h i s  way, 
slow and c a u t i o u s l y ,  t h i s  i s  probably t h e  main reason why 
it took us t ime t o  go through the  v i l l a g e .  

Q. You were moving slowly then--some moving and some 
covering, i s  t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  A l 3 .  of us were moving a t  one t ime, s i r ,  
bu t  we were a l l  moving slowly. 

Q. Did your men use f i r e  grenades a t  all--throw them 
i n s i d e  t h e  hootches o r  these  l i t t l e  bunkers? 

A. I d i d  n o t  see  any used i n s i d e  t h e  hootches o r  t h e  
b v r  s i r .  We dropped a couple of them down t h e  we l l s  
i n  cgse t h e  VC o r  someone were down t h e  we l l s .  The concus-
s i o n  would e i t h e r  knock them o u t  o r  ou t  of t h e  hole  where 
they were hidden i n  t h e  we l l .  

Q *  Did ysbu -- wear a l o t  of M-79 and f r a g s  throughout 
on your f lankas? 

A. With t h e  n o i s e ,  you c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  t e l l  i f  it 
was coming from t h e  gunships o r  coming from t h e  people.  
You could hear  machineguns shoot ing,  grenades going o f f .  
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Q- You were 2 o r  3 hours  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Did 
you h e a r  f i r e  and grenades  a t  a l l  a f t e r  2  o r  3 hours?  

A. You h e a r  them p r e t t y  w e l l ,  c o n s t a n t l y .  

Q. D i d n ' t  t h i s  s t r i k e  you as funny t h a t  t h e r e  was 
no o p o s i t i o n ?  Is t h i s  t h e  way you guys normal ly  went through 
a  v i l l age - -2  o r  3 hours  of f i r i n g ?  

A. I w a s  worr ied  about  my men's s a f e t y  and my s a f e t y  
and t h e  accomplishment of t h e  miss ion  w i t h i n  my a r e a  and my 
squad. I w a s  worried. where t h e  f i r e  w a s  coming from. I 
thought  it was incoming. I d i d n ' t  know f o r  s u r e  i f  it was 
incoming o r  ou tgo ing ;  and a f t e r  t h e  word had come t h a t  t h e  
mor ta r  had been knocked o f f  t h i s  one h i l l ,  it r e a l l y  made 
m e  t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  u n i t  on t h e  
r i g h t ,  B/4/3, was r e c e i v i n g  f i r e  o r  something. I d i d n ' t  
e x a c t l y  know, sir .  

Q. When you moved from t h e  i n i t i a l  tree l i n e  i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  yuu moved w i t h  a s s a u l t  f i r e .  Were you f i r i n g ?  

A.  NO, sir,  we  w e r e n ' t .  

Q. Then when you moved through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  you d i d n ' t  
move i n  a recon  by f i r e ,  o r  d i d  you? 

A. No, sir. 

Q- When you w e r e  east of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  where you saw 
t h o s e  choppers ,  w e r e  your people  f i r i n g  o r  d i d  anyone f i r e  
o u t  t h e r e ?  

A .  None of  my people .  

Q- Did anyone e v e r  c a l l  a medevac? D i d  you s e e  any 
rnedevacs come i n ?  

A. No, sir ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q. When you saw c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  w e r e  wounded, what 
would you do f o r  them--an o l d  man o r  women? What would you 
normal ly  do? 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  whether t h e y  are wounded o r  n o t ,  w e  
u s u a l l y  send them t o  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r .  H e  would t a k e  c a r e  
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of t h e  matter from t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  what t hey  
d i d  from t h e r e  because i n  most o p e r a t i o n s  my concern was 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  be ing  accomplished.  

Q. Did you have an ammo resupply?  When d i d  you g e t  
a resupply  of  your  ammo t h a t  day? 

A .  The ammo resupply .  I c a n ' t  e x a c t l y  s ay  what t i m e  
o r  how much ammunition-- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you remember g i v i n g  your squad 
a l o t ,  o r  drawing a l o t ?  

A. P r i o r  t o  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  s i r ?  

Q. No, a f t e r .  Do you remember when you were r e s u p p l i e d  
by t h a t  l a a g e r .  Did it make any impress ion on you how much 
ammunition you gave your people--M-79, M-60? 

A.  The M-60, s ir ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  he g o t  any,  b u t  I 
a m  n o t  s o  s u r e .  The M-79 man--I had two M-79 men i n  t h e  squad,  
sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  o f fhand  whether t h e y  g o t  any o r  no t .  
The men w i t h  t h e  M-16, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  g o t  any ammunition 
a t  a l l ,  sir.  

Q. Then they  h a d n ' t  f i r e d  much a t  a l l ?  

A.  No, sir. 

I0: How many rounds d i d  your men normal ly  c a r r y  
i n t o  combat? M-16's? 

A.  A f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime w e  were pinned down, w e  
r e g u l a r l y  c a r r i e d  seven magazines,  b u t  t hen  a f t e r  t h a t  a 
man r a n  o u t  of  ammuni.tion, and I had my men c a r r y  a s  many 
magazines a s  p o s s i b l e  on them, approximately  37 o r  s o .  And 
my M-79 man would c a r r y  up t o  50-60 rounds,  s ir .  

Q - You had t h o s e  men loaded down p r e t t y  h e a v i l y  t hen .  

A. No, s i r .  They wanted t o  c a r r y  them because of  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  we had been i n t o  b e f o r e .  

Q - I f  t h e y  had 37 magazines w i th  1 8  rounds a p i e c e ,  
t h a t  i s  666 rounds? 

A. R igh t ,  sir.  
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.Q T h a t ' s  q u i t e  a b i t  of  ammunition t o  be l i g g i n g  
around? , . 

A. Well ,  s i r ,  i f  it was going t o  p r o t e c t  my l i f e ,  I 
t h i n k  I would l u g  it around,  and t h e  s i t u a t i o n  I was i n  be-
fo re - - l i ke  I s a i d ,  my men r a n  o u t  of ammunition. They w e r e  
more t han  w i l l i n g  t o  c a r r y  t h i s  much ammunition around,  s ir .  

Q *  Was t h i s  a normal t h i n g  i n  C h a r l i e  Company, t h a t  
t h e  men would c a r r y  t h i s  amount of ammunition? 

A. A f t e r  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  w e  had run i n t o ,  s i r ,  
t h e  people  could  determine w i t h i n  themselves  and t h e i r  squads  
t h a t  t hey  should  c a r r y  more ammunition i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o t e c t  
themselves ,  sir. 

Q. Could you recognize  enemy f i r e  i f  you heard  i t ?  

A. Right ,  sir.  I b e l i e v e  I could ,  sir.  

Q- You could  recognize  t h e  d e s t i n c t i v e  c rack  of an 
AK-47 o r  an SKS o r  t h e  RPG and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. Righ t ,  sir. I could.  

Q - Did you h e a r  any o f  t h a t  going on t h a t  day? 

A .  The o n l y  t i m e  I heard  f i r i n g ,  incoming f i r i n g ,  
sir, w a s  t h e  t i m e  I was i n  t h e  chopper,  sir.  

Q. Other  t h a n  t h a t  t o  your r e c o l l e c t i o n - -

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  any more f i r i n g .  

Q. Do you remember any a d d i t i o n a l  u n i t s  o r  people
t h a t  came a long  w i t h  t h e  company t h a t  day? E i t h e r  U . S .  o r  
Vietnamese. 

A. I r e c a l l  someone say ing  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  Nat iona l  
P o l i c e  w i th  u s ,  and an eng inee r  u n i t ,  s ir .  

Q. How many people  w e r e  i n  t h e  eng inee r  u n i t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  s ay  o f fhand ,  sir.  I saw some of them 
t h a t  n i g h t  when w e  s topped.  I t  was w i t h  Bravo Company, s i r ,  
and I b e l i e v e  I saw e i g h t  o r  n i n e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
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Q. You probably  had an eng inee r  squad wi th  t h e  com-
pany 3 

A. P o s s i b l y .  

Q: When you were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  you see any 
Na t iona l  P o l i c e  pe r sonne l ,  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  now, o n l y  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  ' 

a. No, t h e  on ly  people  I s a w  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  were t h e  
few Vietnamese I p icked  up, s i r ,  and my squad, sir. 

Q - Did you s e e  any photographers?  

A .  No, sir.  I d i d  n o t  s e e  any photographers .  

Q Would you e x p l a i n  what you d i d  f o r  t h e  remainder 
of t h e  a f te rnoon .  I t a k e  it w e  are down t o  about  noontime? 

A .  J u s t  around t h e n ,  sir. 

Q. Would you e x p l a i n  your a c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  remainder 
o f '  t h e  day? 

A. Well, s i r ,  w e  proceeded on a l i t t l e  b i t  f u r t h e r ,  
and then  we came t o  a tree l i n e .  I d o n ' t  e x a c t l y  remember 
on t h i s  map where it was, and w e  h e l d  up f o r  a whi le  because 
of  Bravo coming up t o  o u r  r i g h t  f l a n k .  I went i n t o  a v i l l a g e  
t o  my l e f t ,  s i r ,  and I checked t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and I no-
t i c e d  people  i n  t h e r e  moving around and running,  s i r .  So 
I had two men w i t h  m e ,  s i r ,  and we went i n t o  t h i s  area and 
c o l l e c t e d  a l l  t h e  male pe r sonne l  i n  t h e r e  and w e  brought  
them over t o  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r .  I s e n t  them o v e r  t o  t h e  
p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ,  and he s e n t  them t o  t h e  company commander, 
and then  I r e j o i n e d  my squad, sir,  and my men came back 
and r e jo ined  t h e  squad. 

Q. How may of  t h e s e  people  d i d  you round up a t  t h a t  
t ime? 

A.  Approximately n i n e  o r  e l e v e n ,  a s  f a r  as I can 
remember, 

Q Nine o r  e l e v e n ,  a l l  mi l i t a ry -age  males? 

A.  Right ,  s i r ,  t hey  w e r e .  
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Q- Did you see anybody e l s e  t h e r e  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a rea?  

A. I saw some more p r i soners ;  t h a t ' s  a l l .  They were 
c l a s s i f i e d  as V C ' s .  

Q. How many d i d  they  have, a l l  t o l d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  e x a c t l y  know, sir. Close t o  17 ,  b u t  I can-
not  say i f  it was e x a c t l y  17 ,  sir.  

Q. On t h e  o r d e r  of 17 men? 

A. Right,  sir. 

Q. How do you a r r i v e  a t  a f i g u r e  of 17? 

A .  I s t a r t e d  counting them a t  f i r s t ,  s i r ,  then  they 
would s t a r t  moving around, s e t t i n g  them up f o r  t h e  n igh t .  I 
j u s t  f i y cred from t h e r e  a f t e r  I had counted s o  f a r ,  c l o s e  to  , 
1 7  t h e r e  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  s i r .  

Q. Did anything e l s e  happen i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t  
may have a bear ing  on t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  took p lace  on My 
Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  sir. 

Q Sergeant  BACON, we a r e  f a m i l i a r  with t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
Charl ie  Company, t h e  next  day, moved t o  t h e  sou th ,  genera l ly  
t o  t h e  e a s t  of My Lai ( 5 )  and then  south t o  t h e  Song Tra Khuc 
River,  and then sometime i n  t h e  af ternoon again turned  back 
t o  t h e  nor th ,  laagered maybe somewhere t o  t h e  e a s t  of H i l l  85 ,  
and on t h e  18th  proceeded t o  t h e  nor th ,  genera l ly  t o  t h e  a r e a  
of My Lai ( l ) ,and then  l a t e r  i n  t h e  af te rnoon,  sometime 
around 2 t o  3 o ' c l o c k ,  t h e  company was a i r l i f t e d  o u t  
t o  F i r e  Support Base Dot t i e .  

A. Right,  sir. 

Q Is t h a t  i n  accordance with your r e c o l l e c t i o n s ?  

A. Right ,  s i r .  I t  was c lose  t o  My Lai (3)  t h a t  we 
crossed a causeway--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  But you d i d  go i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  up
here .  Was t h i s  t h e  a r e a  from which you were e x t r a c t e d  (point-
i n g  t o  map) ? 
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A .  Right ,  s i r ,  r i g h t  i n  he re  (po in t ing  t o  map) . 
Q- D i d  you s e e  any people t h e r e  from A/3/1? 

No, sir.  I d i d  n o t  s e e  anyone t h e r e  from ~ / 3 / 1 ,  s ir .  

Were you i n  t h e  f i r s t  group t h a t  was e x t r a c t e d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  exac t ly  remember, sir.  

Q- What kind of a i r c r a f t  w e r e  you e x t r a c t e d  i n ,  do 
you r e c a l l ?  

A. It  was a Huey , sir. 


&. A Huey? 


A .  Right ,  s ir .  It  was a c t u a l l y  a t roop  c a r r i e r ,  a s  
I can remember, I b e l i e v e  so .  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  were only one 
o r  two of them. 

Q- Could you have poss ib ly  been l i f t e d  o u t  by a CH-47?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  a Chinook. 

Q. You a r r i v e d  back a t  t h e  f i r e  base.  Did anybody 
t a l k  t o  you? 

A. A t  t h e  time when we g o t  back t h e r e ,  I remember 
someone saying:  "Don' t repea t  anything--say anything about 
what happened a t  My Lai because t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
going on. " 

Q. Who t o l d  you t h i s ?  

A .  Our commander, sir.  Captain MEDINA, sir.  

Q. And he s a i d  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on 
and n o t  t o  t a l k  about what happened a t  My Lai?  

A. Right,  sir.  I d i d n ' t  e x a c t l y  know what he was 
t a l k i n g  about.  I j u s t  kep t  my mouth c losed  anyway. A s  f a r  
as  I know, t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on, and i t  wasn ' t  
my concern t o  t e l l  anyone e l s e  about t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a t  t h a t  
time. 

Q. When you re turned  t o  F i r e  Support Base Dot t i e ,  
was t h e r e  a s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  t h e r e  t h a t  t a l k e d  t o  a group of you? 
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. A. I d o n ' t  remember s i r ,  because t h e  main t h i n g  that 
w a s  o n  my mind a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  s i r ,  w a s  go ing  o n  R&R, sir. 

Q. W e l l ,  i f  a s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  had t a l k e d  t o  a group

o f -  people  and you w e r e  amongst them, you--even though you 

w e r e  going .on R&R--you probably would have recalled it, 

wouldn ' t  you? 

A. I would have ,  sir. 

Q. So, d i d  you e v e r  have a s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  com-

mend you f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  it w a s  a good opera- 

t i o n ,  and a sk ing  i f  you had s e e n  anyth ing  unusual  o r  i f  any-

body w a s  k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s ?  


A. I d o n ' t  remember, sir. 

Q - D i d  any th ing  happen, Se rgean t  BACON, on the move-
ment down t o  t h e  Song Tra  Khuc River  on t h e  1 7 t h  and on the 
1 8 t h  which had a  b e a r i n g  on what happened on M y  L a i  (4 )  on 
t h e  16 th?  

A. S i r ,  w e  moved down toward t h i s  r i v e r .  W e  came 
t o  t h e  l a s t  v i l l a g e  j u s t  n e x t  t o  t h e  r i v e r ,  My Khe (2), 
and t h e  company went through t h e  v i l l a g e  and my p l a t o o n  lead-  
er l e f t  m e  t o  t h e  l e f t  rear o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  This  area is 
where one man came running o u t  o f  a  bunker.  H e  had r e d  p a n t s  
on =d a S l u e  s h i r t ,  and one cf ny r i f l e m e n  h o l l e r e d  "Dung l a i n  
t o  him and h e  j u s t  k e p t  on running.  So,  h e  opened up f i r e  
on t h e  guy and missed him. So I t o l d  ano the r  man t o  go a-
head and see i f  he  could ca t ch  him wi thou t  shoo t ing  him t o  
s e e  who i n  t h e  world  t h i s  man i s ,  because everyone else was 
o u t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  a s  f a r  a s  w e  knew. And a l l  of  a sudden, 
four  people  r a n  o u t  of  a  bomb s h e l t e r - - a r t i l l e r y  s h e l t e r s ,  
and they  ran  s t r a i g h t  toward my machinegunner. So about  f i v e  
o r  s i x  o f  t h e  men i n  my squad,  p l u s  myse l f ,  grabbed them 
and w e  found medicine on t h e  lady- -a l l  k inds  o f  medicine-- 
morphine, a s p i r i n ,  bandages,  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  This  one 
man we found,  he had t h e  b lack  pajamas b u t  underneath  t h e  
pajamas were a gray and a r e d  uniform, s o  I c a l l e d  up t o  
t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  t o  t r y  and g e t  i n fo rma t ion  from him. I 
c o u l d n ' t  g e t  i n  c o n t a c t  wi th  nim because my r a d i o  b a t t e r i e s  
were p r e t t y  weak, s i r .  So,  I s e n t  t h e  people  up t o  t h e  p l a -  
toon l e a d e r ,  t h e  t h r e e  men and t h e  one l a d y ,  and I w a s  i n -
formed once my man came back t h a t  t h e  l ady  w a s  a  n u r s e  i n  
t h e  NVA A r m y ,  equa l  t o  a  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t ,  and t h a t  t h e  one 
o l d  f e l l ow t h a t  w e  cap tu red  was a c o l o n e l  i n  t h e  VC A m y ,  
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and a l s o  t h a t  t h e  15-year-old k i d  t h a t  we captured was a 
cadre from t h e  NVA working with t h e  48th. And t h e  o t h e r  guy 
was a l i e u t e n a n t  i n  t h e  48th and t h e  informat ion  people t o l d  
us t h a t  t h e s e  ind iv idua l s  d i d  work around t h e  My Lai a r e a  
and t h a t  they were i n  t h e  My L a i  a rea  when we came i n ,  s i r .  

Q* So you f e l t  t h a t  you made a p r e t t y  good cap tu re ,  
then? 

A .  Right,  sir. 

Q. Did you s e e  anybody--were these  i n d i v i d u a l s  evac-
uat  ed? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y ,  b u t  once we g o t  down 
t o  t h e  a r e a  a f t e r  t h e  t h r e e  men came back, we moved back t o  
where t h e  company was assembled, c lose  t o  t h e  beach. They 
had i n t e r r o g a t e d  some of  t h e  people ,  and I moved back up,  
a f t e r  t a l k i n g  t o  Lieutenant  CALLEY, back up t o  my squad and 
s e t  o u t  a per imeter  l i n e .  Then, I b e l i e v e ,  t h e  lady was evac-
uated ,  s ir ,  by a h e l i c o p t e r .  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  how long 
he s t ayed  t h e r e ,  s i r ,  and I d o n ' t  know what happened t o  t h e  
men, unless  they were wi th  t h e  group of men t h a t  w e  moved 
back i n t o  t h e  next  v i l l a g e  with u s ,  s i r .  

Q With re spec t  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e s  of My Khe ( 3 )  , MY Khe 
(1), MY Lai (1), MY Khe ( 2 ) ' ,  a s  you went through t h e s e  ham-
l e t s ,  were t h e s e  burned a s  w e l l ?  

A. My Khe ( 3 )  and ( I ) , i f  I remember, when we f i r s t  
went t h e r e  was n o t  burned, b u t  once we s t a r t e d  moving away, 
they were burned. 

Q. Were any people i n  those v i l l a g e s ?  

A.  No, sir. We d i d  n o t  s e e  any i n  . t h e r e  a t  a l l .  

Q. What k ind  of cons t ruc t ion  was i t ?  S o l i d  o r  tem-
porary hootches ? 

A. It was temporary hootches,  s i r ,  and s o l i d  con-
s t r u c t i o n .  We saw i n  one v i l l a g e ,  which was t o l d  t o  us by 
t h e  p la toon l e a d e r ,  they saw 5 0  "Bouncing Bet ty"  mines i n  
t h a t  a r e a ,  and I be l i eve  t h i s  was i n  My Khe ( 1, sir.  They 
blew them, and you could h e a r  t h e  shrapnel  f l y i n g ,  and we  
moved on down t o  t h e  My Khe (2)  and a l s o  i n  t h e  a rea  where 
w e  found those t h r e e  men and one lady t h a t  came o u t  of t h e  
bunker, p lus  t h e  one t h a t  g o t  away, sir.  
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Q- W a s  t h e  v i l l a g e  of M y  Khe (2 )  also burned? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. It w a s  burned. 

Q- .This  one down on t h e  river.  

A. Y e s ,  sir. The rear of it was burned. M o s t  of  
it wasn ' t  burned because some o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  w e r e  perma-
nent  s t r u c t u r e s ,  and t h i s  w a s  a l s o  where w e  rece ived  two 
rounds of f i r e  whi le  we were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I d o n ' t  know 
exac t ly  where it came from o r  anything,  b u t  I heard  them. 
It came over  our  heads. 

Q . I understand t h a t  as Char l i e  Company moved t o  
t h e  south that t h e r e  was a p a t r o l  which had moved t o  the 
w e s t  toward t h e  s lopes  o f  H i l l  85 and t h a t  t h i s  p a t r o l  
ran i n t o  some mines. Does t h i s  f i t  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. Right,  s ir .  I was p a t r o l  l e a d e r  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  sir. 

Q You were? 

A. Right,  sir. 

Q. Who was i n  t h i s  squad with you? 

A s<r 
n. ,,, I n  the  sqnad a t  t he  ti= with m e  was PFC 
BERGTHOLD, SP4 COX, PFC SIMONE, SP4 CONTI ,  SP4 MAPLES, and 
leading  t h e  p a t r o l  was Lieutenant  KELLY. 

Q. Lieutenant  KELLY? 

A. Right,  sir. 

Q. Who is  Lieutenant  KELLY? 

A. He i s  my pla toon l e a d e r .  

CALLEY? 

A. CALLEY, s i r .  He was going t o  show me t h e  p lace  
exac t ly  where I was supposed t o  s e t  up,  s i r - -an observat ion  
pos t  t h a t  I was supposed t o  s e t  up on t h e  h i l l  along with 
PFC MEADLO, who had a mine d e t e c t o r ,  s i r ,  and SP4 SLEDGE, 
who was t h e  RTO. 
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Q *  Were those  people wi th  Lieutenant  CALLEY from 
your squad? 

A. No, s i r .  None of them were from my squad, sir.  

Q Where were they from--MEADLO and SLEDGE--what were 
they assigned t o ?  

A. SP4 SLEDGE was assigned a s  RTO. H e  was working 
with t h e  headquarters  group of t h e  p la toon ,  and PFC MEADLO was 
o u t  of t h e  1st Platoon,  s i r ,  t h e  f i r s t  squad, sir,  and he 
was a c t i n g  as  minesweeper man f o r  t h e  p la toon l eader .  We 
proceeded up t h e  h i l l ,  s i r ,  and we came t o  a fenced area .  H e  
t o l d  me t o  keep observat ion  t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  company and 
t o  l e t  him know exac t ly  what was going on t o  t h e  r e a r  s o  no 
one would sneak up on t h e  company's r e a r .  So, a s  he was go-
ing  down t h e  h i l l ,  j u s t  before  I s e n t  i n  my men, I heard an 
explosion.  What had happened, Lieutenant  CALLEY d i d  not  go 
down t h e  same way t h a t  he came up. He went down a d i f f e r e n t  
way t o  t r y  t o  avoid some of t h e  t e r r a i n  t h a t  he  had t o  go-
up a t  f i r s t ,  and he had--PFC MEADLO had t h e  minesweeper t o  
t h e  f r o n t  of Lieutenant  CALLEY, and when I looked down t h e  
h i l l  PFC MEADLO was l y i n g  on t h e  ground, h o l l e r i n g  and 
saying:  "Why d i d  you do i t ?  Why d i d  you do i t ? "  Lieutenant  
CALLEY t o l d  me t o  send a couple of men over  t o  him t o  a s s i s t  
him i n  g e t t i n g  PFC MEADLO i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  medevac'd. A t  
t he  t ime,  t h e  men had n o t  g o t t e n  loads o f f  y e t ,  and I c a l l e d  
t o  him: " S i r ,  I d o n ' t  want t o  send t h e  men down t h e r e ,  be-
cause t h e i r  loads would be t o o  heavy and they  might touch 
something, a mine o r  something of t h i s  same na tu re . "  So 
I t o l d  my o t h e r  two men, PFC LLOYD, and PFC KYE t o  a s s i s t  Lieu-
t e n a n t  CALLEY i n  g e t t i n g  PFC MEADLO on t h e  medevac because 
it could n o t  l and  because of t h e  vege ta t ion .  PFC MEADLO 
s a i d ,  " I ' l l  g e t  even w i t h  you, s ir .  I ' l l  g e t  even w i t h  you 
i f  it i s  t h e  l a s t  t h i n g  t h a t  I do." H e  was saying  t h a t  as 
he was g e t t i n g  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t o  g e t  medevac'd ou t .  

Q. What do you t h i n k  he meant by t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  The only thing--impression--I 
can g e t  by hea r ing  people u t i l i z e  t h e  same terminology is 
something l i k e  he was going t o  e i t h e r  do something t o  him 
o r  say something a g a i n s t  him o r  something. This i s  t h e  
impression t h a t  I got .  
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Q- W a s  he  going t o  y e t  even wi th  h i m  f o r  w h a t  had 
j u s t  t r a n s p i r e d  o r  perhaps--

A. ( In terpos ing)  For what had j u s t  t r a n s p i r e d ,  sir. 
H e  f e l t  Lieutenant  CALLEY was t h e  cause of  him g e t t i n g  blown 
up. This i s  t h e  i d e a  of war, sir ,  i t se l f .  

MR MACCRATE: A s  a squad l e a d e r  i n  t h e  1st Platoon,  d i d  
you have t o  make the r e p o r t  i n  r e s p e c t  t o  KIA? 

A No, sir. This would come from t h e  p la toon  l eader  
t o  t h e  company commander. 

Q. How d i d  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r  g e t  t h e  informat ion  f o r  
h i s  K I A  r epor t? .  

A. Well, most of t h e  t ime he would be moving around, 
s i r .  The p la toon be ing  as  small  a s  it was, it would n o t  t a k e  
much f o r  him t o  move around t h e  p la toon a r e a ,  t o  s e e  o r  ob-
s e r v e  someone shoot ing  an enemy s o l d i e r  o r  something. 

Q Did you i n  t h e  course of any p a r t  of  t h i s  3-day 
opera t ion  have any K I A ' s  t h a t  you knew about y o u r s e l f ?  

A. No, sir. I d i d n ' t  t h a t  I can remember, s ir .  

Q. I n  t h e  movements subsequent t o  your pass ing  through
My Lai ( 4 ) ,  d i d  you yourse l f  use any of  your ammunition? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  I a c t u a l l y  d i d ,  sir.  

Q. This i s  r i g h t  as  you went sou th ,  then  back nor th ,  
then l i f t e d  out  on t h e  18th? 

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q. Would t h a t  a l s o  have been t r u e  of members of  
your squad? 

A. Except f o r  t h e  one time t h e  man f i r e d  a t  t h i s  in-
d iv idua l  a t  My Khe ( 2 )  --he expended very few rounds--that i s  
t h e  o n l y  time bes ides  a n o t h e r  man h a d  d-ischarged one round, 
That i s  t h e  only time t h a t  I can remember, sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  any i n t e r p r e t e r s  moving with your 
company t h a t  day? 

A .  We had an i n t e r p r e t e r  t h a t  i s  assigned t o  t h e  com-
pany by the  name o f  PHU and he is  a se rgean t  i n  t h e  Vietnamese 
Army. This i s  t h e  only one t h a t  I a c t u a l l y  know o f ,  sir.  

(BACON) 4 2 APP T-21 

FOF OFFICIAL UYE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q a  
A t  any time was he moving i n  your v i c i n i t y  dur-

ing  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No, s ir .  He s t ayed  usua l ly  with t h e  conunand group; 
t h a t  would be wi th  t h e  company commander and t h e  company corn-
mander's RTO and t h e  forward obse rve r s ,  s ir ,  

Q* Did you know a Lieutenant  JOHNSON who was with 
your u n i t  t h a t  day? 

A. No, s ir .  

&. When you got  back t o  D o t t i e ,  was t h e r e  any d i s -
cussion t h a t  you can r e c a l l  about h e l i c o p t e r s  landing on 
t h e  16th  o r  anything about t h e  a v i a t o r s ?  Doesn ' t  t h e  in-
f a n t r y  have a c e r t a i n  a t t i t u d e  about t h e  fe l low u p s t a i r s ?  
Don't they? 

A. Well, s i r .  They were speaking i n  regards of t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r s  landing i n  f r o n t  of u s ,  because they  wondered 
why i n  t h e  world t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  landed i n  f r o n t  of u s ,  s i r .  
There could have been VC i n  t h e r e ,  and it i s  our  job 
t o  check o u t  a reas  t o  our  f r o n t ,  n o t  h e l i c o p t e r s  t o  land 
and check o u t  a reas  t o  t h e  f r o n t .  I f  t h e r e  had been a f i r e  
between, coming from i n  f r o n t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  it would 
have been t o t a l l y  impossible f o r  us t o  f i r e  a t  t h i s  h e l i -
cop te r  t o  engage t h e  enemy. 

Q Was t h e r e  any f i r e  coming from t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. A t  t h e  t ime,  no, s i r .  

Q There was no c r o s s f i r e  going on a t  a l l ?  

A .  NO, s ir .  

Q So they j u s t  came down i n t o  an a rea  where t h e r e  
was no f i r i n g ?  

A. Right ,  s ir .  I t  was just a way o f  speaking--in 
m i l i t a r y  t a c t i c s  you d o n ' t  u sua l ly  f i n d  t h i s .  I d o n ' t  
know t h e  e x a c t  reason why he came down. I know i t  was most 
p e c u l i a r  f o r  him t o  land i n  a place such as  t h a t  t h e r e .  I t  
i s  not  reasonable.  I t  d o n ' t  make any sense .  
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Q- Did--were you aware of anyone being angry about 
i t ?  O r  j u s t  cu r ious  about i t ?  

A. Some people were j u s t  cur ious  about it, s i r ,  and 
wondered why the h e l i c o p t e r  landed. That ' s  a l l ,  sir. 

Q. Did t h e  d i scuss ion  of t h a t  go on f o r  q u i t e  a  while? 

A .  Not a s  I remember, s i r ,  because I l e f t  t h e  u n i t  
t h e  next  morning o r  t h a t  evening, t h a t  day. 

Q The 18th  o r  19th  you l e f t  f o r  R&R? 

A. Right,  sir.  

Q a  When d id  you r e t u r n  t o  t h e  u n i t ?  

A. I came back, s i r ,  i n  March--I mean i n  April, and 
I caught ma la r i a  a f t e r  we went on an opera t ion  f o r  1 day, 
and I was i n  a h o s p i t a l .  I a c t u a l l y  never r e j o i n e d  t h e  u n i t  
as a p u t  of t h e  u n i t  except  f o r  one o t h e r  t ime I worked up 
t h e r e  a t  LZ Ross f o r  a whi le  with t h e  u n i t .  

10: How i s  i t  you d i d n ' t  r e t u r n  u n t i l  Apr i l  when you 
went on R&R? 

A. I t  was March when I l e f t  t h e  u n i t ,  sir. 

Q. But ycu left cn L5e 18th o r  19th--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Right,  sir. 

Q. And your R&R was how many days? 

A. I d i d n ' t  leave t o  go on R&R u n t i l  t h e  22nd, s i r .  
There was a mixup, and they rescheduled me on R & R ,  and what 
happened was t h a t  I was scheduled t o  go--instead of t h e  22nd, 
I was going t o  go on t h e  1st of Apr i l  and a c a p t a i n  from 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  was going t o  go on t h e  22nd--what happened was 
they had reversed i t  around and had put me on t h e  22nd and 
the  cap ta in  on the  1st  of A p r i l ,  s i r ,  and I had t o  s t a y  up 
t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  22nd. I l e f t  Vietnam going t o  Hawaii. I 
came back, and I had a l i t t l e  problem i n  Danang, t h e  f l i g h t s  
g e t t i n g  o f f  because of s h e l l i n g  t h e  a i r p o r t  and s t u f f ,  and 
I f i n a l l y  got  ou t  a few days a f t e r  t h e  1st of Apr i l .  

MR MACCRATE: A t  f i r e  base D o t t i e ,  d id  you e v e r  r e c a l l  see-
ing chaplains  o r  v i s i t i n g  them? Did you yourse l f  t a l k  t o  
the  chaplains  when they came through? 
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A. Well, s i r ,  I knew one of  t h e  chaplains--but I 
d o n ' t  remember h i s  name--that came t o  f i r e  base D o t t i e ,  and 
I remember going t o  s e r v i c e s  a t  f i r e  base Dot t i e :  some f o r  
my own u n i t  and some f o r  t h e  company, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
e x a c t l y  when t h e  company was t h e r e ,  s i r .  

Q *  What f a i t h  was t h e  chapla in?  

A. The chapla in  was of  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  f a i t h ,  I be-
l i e v e ,  s ir .  

Q Did you know where he  came from? Did he come 
down from Chu Lai?  

A. Yes, he  came down from Chu Lai , sir .  

Q. About how o f t e n  would he come down? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  s u r e ,  s i r .  A l o t  of t imes w e  
would be o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  when he would be coming down t h e r e .  
I don' t e x a c t l y  know. 

10: Would he have been t h e  d i v i s i o n  chapla in ,  o r  would 
he--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Brigade, s i r .  

Q From t h e  br igade?  Would he have come from Chu L a i  
or- -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Right ,  s i r .  We had a--in Chu 
Lai--LZ Bayonet, and t h i s  was where he was s t ay ing .  H e  was 
working i n  conjunct ion with t h e  4 /3  and i n d i v i d u a l s  from t h e  
task f o r c e ,  a l s o ,  s ir .  

COL FRANKLIN:  Sergeant  BACON, d id  you e v e r  g ive  a body count 
f o r  t h e  16th  t o  Lieutenant  CALLEY? 

A. NO, sir .  I d id  not .  

Q. When d i d  you f i n d  ou t  about a l l  t h e  body count 
t h a t  C Company picked up i n  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. Well, s i r ,  I read t h e  paper when I was i n  t h e  
h o s p i t a l ,  on t h i s  opera t ion ,  and it s a i d  128 VC were k i l l e d .  
I usua l ly  t r i e d  t o  keep t r a c k ,  dur ing  t h e  time I was 
i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  with t h e  u n i t s '  movements and where they 
were a t ,  and t h i s  i s  where I a c t u a l l y  read t h i s  amount of 
body count t h a t  we g o t  f o r  t h i s  opera t ion .  
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Q Did you b e l i e v e  i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. It is  hard  t o  s a y ,  because I 
could n o t  a c t u a l l y  s e e  everyth ing  t h a t  was going on over  
t h e r e ,  and I d i d n ' t  know d e f i n i t e l y  f o r  s u r e .  

Q. Did C Company t u r n  i n  a s t r a i g h t  body count ,  Ser-
geant BACON? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q How about when you g o t  i n  t h i s  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n
f o r  t h e  n i g h t  of  t h e  16th?  You saw a l o t  of people i n  t h e  
f i r s t  squad. What were people t a l k i n g  about? What w a s  the 
conversat ion? What was t h e  subje c t  ma t t e r?  

A. W e l l ,  s i r .  I d i d n ' t  t a l k  a t  a l l  t o  the people i n  
t h e  f i r s t  squad, because my people usua l ly  k e p t  p r e t t y  c l o s e  
toge the r ,  and I t a l k e d  t o  them q u i t e  a b i t .  I n  most o f  t h e  
opera t ions ,  I l i k e  t o  t a l k  t o  my people a f t e r  we get through. 
What we were t a l k i n g  about was me going on R&R,  and every-
body was t e l l i n g  m e  t o  t ake  it easy ,  d o n ' t  g e t  hurt--and 
por t ions  of  the  opera t ion  i t s e l f .  We t a l k e d  about t h e  Viet-
namese National  Policeman who was i n  the  4 / 3 .  We discussed  
the  problems we had back i n  t h e  S t a t e s .  

Q. Was anyone t a l k i n g  about a l o t  of shoot ing  and 
how we r e a l l y  f ixed  t h e  VC and t h e  48th d i d n ' t  h u r t  us? 
Were t hey  happy? YGG nsan ncSody was t a l k i n g  about what 
happened t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember anybody speaking of t h a t  t h e r e ,  
s ir .  

Q Wasn't t h z r e  a l o t  of r e l i e f  a f t e r  you f e l t  t h a t  
t h i s  was going t o  be a b i g  engagement, t h e  l a r g e s t  enemy fo rce  
you had e v e r  faced? 

A. Right ,  s i r .  There would be a l o t  of r e l i e f .  This 
would be n a t u r a l .  

Q Wasn ' t anybody t a l k i n g  about t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  be-
tween what happened and what they  expected? 

A. No, s i r ,  because we d i d n ' t  know what we were going 
t o  encounter.  A s  f a r  as  we knew, they hadn ' t l e f t  t h e  a r e a ,  
s ir .  They were s t i l l  t o  our  f r o n t ,  and t h a t  was e x a c t l y  where 
we were going towards--to encounter t h e  48th,  s t i l l .  
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MR MACCRATE: What about  when you g o t  back t o  f i r e  base  
~ o t t i e ?  Then you w e r e  l ook ing  forward t o  R&R and you s t i l l  h a d n ' t  
encounte red  a l l  t h a t  you had expec ted .  Wasn' t  t h e r e  t a l k  a t  
that p o i n t ?  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I wasn ' t  paying t o o  much a t t e n t i o n  t o  
t h e  t a l k .  The on ly  t h i n g  I w a s  doing was thanking  God I was 
a l i v e  t o  go on R & R ,  s ir .  

I0: Sergean t  BACON, you have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
wasn ' t  any t a l k i n g  going on o r  any th ing  else. 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t o  my r e c a l l .  

Q I have been p r e t t y  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  the o r g a n i z a t i o n
and f u n c t i o n i n g  i n  companies and how they  work and how c l o s e  
and i n t i m a t e  they  a r e  and t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  t h a t  g o  on i n  
t h i s  a r e a .  And a l s o  down where Colonel  FRANKLIN was, down i n  
Binh Dinh, which i s  an a r e a  q u i t e  comparable t o  t h i s ,  gener-
a l l y  speak ing ,  t h e  company w i l l  be  w e l l  informed about  body 
counts  and t h i s ,  t h a t ,  and t h e  o t h e r  t h ing .  They w i l l  know 
how many were t u r n e d  i n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  squad l e a d e r  
w i t h i n  t h e  company. And you are t e l l i n g  me r i g h t  now t h a t  
you d i d n ' t  know anyth ing ,  t h a t  you k e p t  a l l  by y o u r s e l f ,  and 
you d i d n ' t  have t h e  f e e l i n g  about  what went on i n  t h a t  com-
pany--that  t h e  company w a s  t u r n i n g  i n  something,  t h a t  they 
had k i l l e d  i n  excess  of  L O O  VC t h a t  day ,  and t h i s  s o r t  o f  
t h i n g ,  and t h a t  you d i d  n o t  know t h a t  w i t h i n  t h e  company? 

A. I d i d  n o t  know t h e  amount o f  body count  t h a t  was 
t u r n e d  i n  a t  a l l ,  sir.  I am t e l l i n g  t h e  e x a c t  t r u t h ,  a s  I 
can remember it from t h e  t ime I w a s  i n  Vietnam t o  now, sir .  
I do n o t  remember it ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember any amount of  
body count .  I d o n ' t  remember any bod ie s  d i s c u s s e d  o r  any-
t h i n g  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  because t r u t h f u l l y ,  s i r ,  this was n o t  
on my mind a t  t h e  t ime.  I was thanking  God I was a l i v e  and 
I was going home t o  see my wi fe  and my sons .  Tha t  was my 
main thought .  

Q- Did you e v e r  f i n d  ano the r  s i t u a t i o n ,  i n  a l l  t h e  
t i m e  you w e r e  i n  Vietnam, wherein  you d i d  n o t  know what was 
go ing  on o r  g e t  an  account  o f  the number o f  VC t h a t  were 
k i l l e d ,  t h e  number o f  p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  were c a p t u r e d ,  and t h e  
r e s u l t s ,  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  r e s u l t s ?  
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A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  was a t i m e  be fo re ,  sir, t h a t  
this took p lace .  P r imar i ly ,  t h e  reason t h a t  I wouldn't  ask 
i f  a body count w a s  taken ,  and these  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  w a s  be-
cause t h i s  was n o t  my concern. My concern w a s  t h e  we l fa re  
of my men a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion  was over.  

MR MACCRATE: Is t h e r e  any b u l l e t i n  board t h a t  i s  k e p t  by 
the  company commanders on which t h e r e  were n o t i c e s  posted? 
A blackboard? I have heard that some u n i t s  had K I A  shown 
on a blackboard--the r e s u l t  of opera t ions .  Any of  t h a t  
s o r t  of t h i n g  f o r  Char l i e  Company? 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  dur ing  t h i s  t i m e  w e  were Task Force 
Barker, I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  have no e x a c t  home--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You r o t a t e d  around. 

A. I r o t a t e d  around, LZ t o  LZ. 

Q- But LZ D o t t i e  w a s  s o r t  of a home base ,  wasn ' t  it? 

A. W e l l ,  o r i g i n a l l y  it was a home base f o r  t h e  t a s k  
fo rce  b u t  n o t  f o r  any e x a c t  company, because when w e  f i r s t  
g o t  i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  we would s t a y  on D o t t i e  the 
n i g h t  before  we moved o u t  i n t o  t h e  f i e l d .  From t h e r e ,  w e  
would s t a y  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  f o r  s e v e r a l  days. W e  went t o  
work on LZ Uptight ,  and then  back o u t  i n t o  t h e  f i e l d .  It 
was a continuous r o t a t i o n ,  clockwise r o t a t i o n ,  s ir .  The only 
actua.1 b u l l e t i n  board i n  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  would be a t  our  rear 
f i r e  support  base ,  which would be LZ Bronco. This  i s  t h e  
only p lace  we would a c t u a l l y  have a b u l l e t i n  board,  s ir .  

Q Did you g e t  r e p o r t s  t h e r e  on such t h i n g s ,  K I A ,  
weapons captured ,  and s o  on? 

A. Well, they  might have got  them back t h e r e ,  sir. 

Q Were they a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  company g e n e r a l l y ,
personnel of t h e  company? 

A .  A t  some times they would t e l l  us about t h e  amount 
k i l l e d ,  b u t  then again ,  s i r ,  a l o t  of people d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  
ca re  about t h e  amount of people k i l l e d .  The majo r i ty  of 
people j u s t  wanted t o  g e t  back t o  t h e  a rea .  They were con-
cerned whether anybody q o t  h u r t  o r  k i l l e d ,  from what company, 
and t h i s  i s  my main concern about my men. 
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I0: Did you e v e r ,  whi le  you were i n  South Vietnam, 
hea r  any rumors o r  hea r  anythinq which would cause you t o  
suspec t  t h a t  something unusual had taken  p l a c e  i n  My L a i ( 4 ) ?  

A. I d i d ,  s ir ,  b u t  I d i d  n o t  know i f  it v7as e x a c t l y  
t r u e  o r  no t .  I d i d n ' t  see it ,  and I cannot go on s p e c u l a t i o n  
and rumor, sir. 

Q- What d i d  you hear?  

A. I had people  t e l l  m e  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  c i v i l i a n s  
k i l l e d  i n  My L a i ( 4 ) .  I d i d n ' t  see it. What I a c t u a l l y  
could go by,  as f a r  a s  I know, i s  what I could see--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  When they  s a i d  they  w e r e  k i l l e d ,  
how d i d  they  t e l l  you they w e r e  k i l l e d ?  

A. They s a i d  t h e r e  was a whole bunch of them k i l l e d ,  
a s  f a r  a s  I know, s i r - - a s  I can remember it sir. They might 
have s a i d  more, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember it, sir .  

Q- Did you g e t  an i d e a  t h a t  it was a s i z a b l e  body? 
D'id they  t e l l  you how they  were k i l l e d  o r  anything? 

A. I heard words i n  r ega rd  t o  a whole bunch of people 
s h o t  up a t  My L a i ( 4 ) .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  of l i n i n g  up a group of  people  
and mowing them down wi th  a machinegun and an M-16? Any-
t h i n g  of t h i s  category? 

A. I heard  something i n  r ega rd  t o  t h i s  once,  s i r ,  
down i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  i n  Q u i  Nhon, sir. 

Q. Were you evacuated from Q u i  Nhon t o  Cam Ranh? 

A. Y e s ,  I was, s ir .  

Q To t h e  convalescent  c e n t e r  t h e r e ?  

A. Right ,  s i r .  I heard t h e  same when w e  g o t  down 
there, s i r .  The p a r t  I knew about t h i s  was t o  keep my mouth 
c losed ,  and whatever took p lace .  

Q. But t o  your knowledge, t h a t  was what they  were 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g ?  
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A. R igh t ,  sir. And I t r i e d  t o  keep up w i t h  t h e  news 
as much as p o s s i b l e  while--and no th ing  came up, as f a r  as I 
knew. 

Q- When you r e t u r n e d  from t h e  h o s p i t a l  t o  t h e  u n i t ,  
as I recall,  you d i d n ' t  s t a y  w i t h  t h e  u n i t .  You went t o  an-
o t h e r  t a s k ?  

A, What had happened w a s  t h a t  I w a s  s t i l l  a s s igned  
t o  t h e  company i t se l f ,  sir, b u t  I w a s  working w i t h  headqua r t e r s  
company of t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  i n  t h e  S4 s e c t i o n ,  sir. 

Q- Where w a s  t h i s  l o c a t e d ?  

A. W e  w e r e  l o c a t e d  up i n  Chu L a i ,  t h e n  t h e y  w e r e  
l o c a t e d  a t  LZ D o t t i e  f o r  awhi le .  

Q - Was t h i s  wh i l e  it w a s  s t i l l  Task Force  Barker ,  
o r  had you r e j o i n e d  t h e  u n i t ?  

A. W e  had r e j o i n e d  t h e  u n i t  t hen .  

Q- About what t i m e  had you r e j o i n e d  t h e  u n i t  o r  do 
you know? 

A. I d o n ' t  e x a c t l y  know, b u t  it w a s  a f t e r  I went on 
R&R, sir.  

Q *  Did you e v e r  h e a r  any more t a l k i n g  about  t h i s  
s i t u a t i o n ?  

A .  I hea rd  it 'once i n  a w h i l e ,  s ir ,  b u t  I n e v e r d i d  
say anyth ing  about  it. Because, l i k e  I s a y ,  I d o n ' t  l i k e  t o  
d i s c u s s  something when someone t e l l s  me, e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  u n i t  
commander, t h a t  I w i l l  n o t  d i s c u s s  anyth ing ,  because t h e r e  
was some i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on.  I never  hea rd  any more 
about it u n t i l  t h e  day I l e f t  Vietnam. 

MR WALSH: Where and when d i d  Captain  MEDINA t e l l  you t h a t  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  w e r e  be ing  conducted and t h a t  you w e r e n ' t  t o  
t a l k  about i t ?  

A. S i r ,  he t o l d  us  t h i s  h e r e  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  My La i  ( 3 )  ,
t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on and w e  would n o t  
d i s c u s s  it o r  say  anyth ing  t h a t  had taken  p l a c e  i n  My L a i ( 4 ) .  
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Q. That  was b e f o r e  you were l i f t e d  back. That  would 
be r i g h t  a t  t h e  end of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r ,  a t  t h e  end of t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q- About what t ime of  day d i d  you g e t  t o  your l a a g e r  
a r e a  a t  t h e  conc lus ion  of t h e  move through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Do 
you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. It w a s  l a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon .  The sun was p r e t t y  
c l o s e  t o  go ing  down. 

Q. A t  any t i m e  of  t h a t  day do you recal l  be ing  g iven  
any o r d e r s  o r  h e a r i n g  any word t h a t  you should  p r e p a r e  t o  
t u r n  around and move back through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  recall  t h a t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t  happening any- 
t i m e  du r ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  recall  t h a t  e i t h e r .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you remember any i n s t r u c t i o n s  du r ing  t h e  
day from L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY t o  s t o p  any i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  shoot-  
i n g  of animals  o r  c i v i l i a n s , . o r  any th ing  on t h a t  o r d e r ?  

A. I hea rd  t h e  word h o l l e r e d  o u t  t o  t h e  guys t o  s t o p  
t h e  k i l l i n g ,  t h a t  i s  a l l .  

Q- When would t h a t  have been? Where would you have 
been i n  your movements t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Outs ide  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  s ir .  

Q. You say  it was h o l l e r e d  o u t .  On your  r a d i o  head 
set or--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A s  I w a s  o u t s i d e  t h e  edge of t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  r i g h t  a t  t h e  edge of it, I heard  a  vo ice  h o l l e r ,  
v e r b a l l y  h o l l e r  o u t .  

Q. Who was h o l l e r i n g  i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  e x a c t l y  know, sir.  From where I was a t ,  
I could  n o t  see anybody excep t  f o r  t h e  men i n  my squad,  and 
they  were p r e t t y  c l o s e .  The rest of t h e  people ,  I d i d n ' t  
know where t hey  were at .  
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Q W e l l ,  t h i s  wasn ' t  h o l l e r e d  a t  you, was i t ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say e x a c t l y ,  sir. They d i d  n o t  cal l  
my name--say, "Sergeant BACON" or--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  A s  you have descr ibed  it, you 
weren ' t  doing any shoot ing a t  t h e  t ime,  s o  i f  they a r e  going 
t o  h o l l e r ,  "Stop t h e  k i l l i n g , "  they  must be t a l k i n g  t o  some-
body else. 

A. W e l l ,  s ir,  t h i s  would concern m e ,  t oo ,  sir, as 
p a r t  of t h e  u n i t ,  sir. They could be h o l l e r i n g  a t  t h e  
e n t i r e  u n i t .  

Q. What I am t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  is  where t h e  f e l low 
w a s ,  who w a s  doing t h e  h o l l e r i n g ,  and who he was h o l l e r i n g  
at? 

A.  I d i d n ' t  see him, and it is hard t o  t e l l  e x a c t l y  
where--the voice w a s  coming from t h e  r e a r  as f a r  as I know. 

Q - But do you remember someone t o  your r e a r  h o l l e r i n g  
out--you w e r e  on t h e  east s i d e  of t h e  v i l l age - - to  s t o p  t h e  
k i l l i n g ?  

A. Right ,  sir. 

I0: Sergeant  BACON, when you were n o t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
would be no t a l k i n g ,  o r  n o t  t o  t a l k  about t h i s  t h i n g  because 
t h e r e  was an i n v ~ s t i g a t i s cunderway, were yoz ever  i n t e r -
rogated by anybody concerning t h e  events  of My L a i ( 4 )  on t h e  
16th of March? 

A. N o ,  sir.  

Q. You never gave a s ta tement? 

A .  No, s ir ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q. You never wrote o u t  a s ta tement? 

A. No, sir,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q Never gave any testimony under oa th?  

A .  No, sir ,  n o t  u n t i l  I g o t  back here i n  t h e  S t a t e s ,  
sir. 
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Q From t h e  t ime t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  broke i n t o  t h e  
news i n  September o r  t he reabou t s ,  have you t a l k e d  t o  anybody 
from t h e  u n i t  about t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir.  I t r i e d  t o  keep from t a l k i n g  about it 
t o  anyone. 

Q- Has anybody t a l k e d  t o  you? 

A .  No, sir. I a m  no t  s t a t i o n e d  near  anybody, sir,  
although I have some i n d i v i d u a l s  from my u n i t  t h a t  .I was wi th  
a t  F o r t  Benning. We w e r e  t o g e t h e r ,  b u t  I never  had a conver-
s a t i o n  wi th  them o r  wrote t o  anybody. 

Q *  You had no c o n t a c t  w i th  them? 

A. No, sir. 

Q No, between t h e  time--when d i d  you l e a v e  Vietnam 
again? 

A .  I l e f t  Vietnam on t h e  29th of November, 1968, sir.  

Q =  From t h e  t ime you l e f t  Vietnam u n t i l  such t i m e  a s  
t h i s  came o u t  i n  t h e  p r e s s ,  had you t a l k e d  t o  anybody about 
t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ?  

' A .  No, sir ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q O r  had anybody t a l k e d  t o  you about  i t ?  

A. No, sir. They h a d n ' t .  

Q. From t h e  t i m e  you r e j o i n e d  your u n i t ,  t hen ,  you 
were working i n  t h e  headquar te rs  p o r t i o n  of t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  
Did anybody--did you t a l k  t o  anybody about t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  anybody about  t h i s ,  
sir. I have had people  come t o  me and t r y  t o  t a l k  t o  me 
about i t ,  s i r ,  b u t  I t r i e d  t o  r e f r a i n  from t a l k i n g  about it 
a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q- To t h e  b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n  you d i d  n o t  talk 
t o  anybody about  t h i s ?  

A. Right ,  s ir .  
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Q. Now, a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  Capta in  MEDINA p u t  o u t  t h e  
w o r d  t h a t  t h e r e  s h o u l d n ' t  be  any unnecessary t a l k i n g  abou t  
t h i s  because it w a s  be ing  investigated--how w a s  t h i s  word 
passed o u t ?  

A. I t  w a s  pa s sed  o u t  v e r b a l l y  t o  t h e  pe r sonne l  t h e r e .  
H e  got everybody around and t o l d  them h imse l f .  

Q - H e  assembled t h e  company? 

A. R igh t ,  sir. 

Q- And t o l d  them t h a t  t h e r e  would be  no t a l k i n g  abou t  
t h i s .  Can you recall  h i s  e x a c t  words? 

A. I c a n ' t  recall  h i s  e x a c t  words, sir. A l l  I know 
was t h a t  he  s a i d  t h a t  no one w i l l  d i s c u s s  t h i s  w i t h  no one 
o r  t a l k  t o  no one about  t h i s  My L a i  s i t u a t i o n ,  because it w a s  
under i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q Your impress ion  w a s  t h a t  he w a s  j u s t  t e l l i n g  you 
t h i s  hecause t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was be ing  conducted? 

A. R igh t ,  sir. 

I0 : The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be r eces sed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1125 hour s ,  16 December 
1969. ) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1 1 2 6  hour s ,  1 6  December 
1969.) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be  i n  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  pe r sons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL WILSON, 
COL FRANKLIN, and M A J  LYNN. 

(The w i t n e s s  was reminded he was s t i l l  under 
o a t h ,  and he t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows : )  

COL FRANKLIN: Sergeant  BACON, when you saw t h a t  VC t h a t  you 
thought  t o  be s h o t  by t h e  po l ice - - these  o t h e r  Vietnamese--
what were your feelings then?  

A. The o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  I could t h i n k  of  a t  t h e  t i m e  
was, I s a i d  t o  myself t h a t  he must have k i l l e d  a V i e t  Cong, 
o r  he must have cap tu red  one. That  i s  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  I 
could r e a l l y  t h i n k  o f ,  because I have no th ing  a g a i n s t  t hose  
people  over  t h e r e .  I have no th ing  a g a i n s t  anyone. War is  
n o t  t h e  b e s t  t h i n g  i n  t h e  world ,  and I f e e l  t h a t  we have 
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Q- Who t o l d  you t h a t  they  wouldn't  be mis t rea ted?  
Was t h i s  a class, o r  what? 

A. .No, sir, by me.  I would te l l  my people t h i s .  
Under t h e  type  of t r a i n i n g  we had, t h e  Code of  Conduct and 
t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t ,  t hey  would exp la in  t o  us  and show us  
p i c t u r e s  of how t o  handle p r i s o n e r s  of war--separating them 
and segregat ing  them and moving them t o  t h e  rear as f a s t  as 
poss ib le .  

Q - When you g o t  t h e  word t h a t  you w e r e  going t o  
Vietnam, sh ipping  o u t ,  d i d  you g e t  classes o r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
on t h e  t rea tment  of c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. N o t  t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  sir, 

Q. Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  anybody e v e r  g e t t i n g  up and 
sayiL3: "We've r e a l l y  g o t  t o  t a k e  c a r e  and n o t  h u r t  these 
c i v i l i a n s  more than  necessary."  W a s  t h a t  s t r e s s e d ?  Did 
Captain MEDINA e v e r  t a l k  about  i t ?  Did CALLEY t a l k  about  
i t ?  Did anybody, any company o r  t a s k  f o r c e  o r  your 1/20 
t a l k  about it? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember exac t ly ,  s ir ,  offhand. 

(COL FPs-MRLIN requested Exh ib i t s  M-2 through M-4. ) 

Q - I am going t o - show you some ca rds  he re ,  Sergeant  
BP.CON, and ask you i f  you have ever  seen them. The f i r s t  
one I would l i k e  t o  show you is  what is  marked a s  Exh ib i t  
M-3. Have you e v e r  seen t h a t  card  before? 

A. No, sir ,  I haven ' t .  

Q. Was anybody i n  your squad given those  cards?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  s i r ,  because they  had t o  come 
through me, and I d i d n ' t  have one. 

Q I am going t o  show you Exhibi t  M - 4 .  Have you e v e r  
seen t h a t  card? 

A. No, sir ,  I have not  seen t h i s  ca rd ,  e i t h e r .  

56 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

APP T-21  



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q. I have a ca rd  h e r e  marked E x h i b i t  M-2, "Nine 
R U ~ ~ S , "f o r  pe r sonne l  of U.S. M i l i t a r y  Ass i s t ance  Command, 
Vietnam. Have you e v e r  s een  t h i s  ca rd?  Look a t  t h e  f r o n t  
and back of it. 

A. NO, sir. 

Q *  What d i d  t h e  people  i n  your squad t h i n k  about  t h e  
Vietnamese i n  g e n e r a l  when they  t a l k e d  about  them? 

A. S i r ,  we would t a l k  about  Vietnam i n  g e n e r a l ,  b u t  
t h e  people  themselves--the m a j o r i t y  of u s  l i k e d  t h e  Vietnamese 
because when we g o t  i n  b r igade  o p e r a t i o n s ,  w e  would g i v e  
candy and food t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  and w e  would always have 
k i d s  around my squad. I n  f a c t ,  t h e r e  i s  one k i d  i n  t h e  a r e a  
t ha t - - a t  Task Force  Barker-- that  I would u s u a l l y  b r i n g  
candy t o  myself-- in f a c t ,  him and maybe f i v e  o r  s i x  more 
of h i s  f r i e n d s .  Our C-ra t ions  we would s p l i t  w i t h  t h e  
k i d s .  I enjoyed t h e  people  ove r  t h e r e .  I used t o  go down 
and work around t h e  v i l l a g e s .  Some of t h e  v i l l a g e r s  speak 
Korean, and I speak Korean p r e t t y  w e l l ,  and I used t o  t a l k  t o  
them, t o  t h e  ones  t h a t  c o u l d n ' t  speak Eng l i sh .  

Q. How a b o u t . y o u r  s o l d i e r s ,  were t hey  t h e  same way? 

A. Righ t ,  sir.  

Q - How about  t h e  Vietnamese people  around P i n k v i l l e ?  
What d i d  you and your squad t h i n k  about  them? 

A. S i r ,  t h e  men were s c a r e d  of t h a t  a r e a ,  and a s  f a r  
as they  know t h o s e  people  w e r e  V i e t  Cong. They had never  
r e a l l y  been i n  t h e r e  t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  people .  I f  w e  go i n  
t h e r e ,  we g e t  people  blown up o r  s h o t ,  s o  a c t u a l l y  you 
c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  g e t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  From t h e  My L a i  a r e a  up 
t o  P i n k v i l l e - - i t  i s  ha rd  t o  g e t  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  sir.  

Q - Did you o r  your squad c o n s i d e r  t h o s e  people  i n  
t h e r e ,  no matter who they  were,  enemy? 

A. No, s ir .  We know t h a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  were be ing  
he ld  by t h e  V i e t  Cong and NVA i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  e s p e c i a l l y  women 
t o  ma in t a in  families.  And t a k i n g  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a l l  t h e  
f a c t s ,  a l l  people  a r e  n o t  V i e t  Cong. And you c a n ' t  j u s t  s a y ,  
"Well, I look a t  you, and I a m  t e l l i n g  you t h a t  you a r e  V i e t  
Cong," sir.  Th i s  would be  wrong. This  i s  t h e  way I thought  
and I hope my men thought .  
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Q - What are you supposed t o  do i f  you see what you 
th ink  is  a w a r  a t r o c i t y ,  Sergeant  BACON? You as a squad 
l e a d e r ,  what was requ i red  of you? 

A. What i s  requ i red  of me i n  a  war a t r o c i t y  is to  
r e p o r t  it i f  it h a s n ' t  been repor ted .  If  it has been re-
ported,  t o . f o l l o w  a l l  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  given t o  m e  by t h e  
r epor t ing  i n d i v i d u a l  and t o  keep it to  myself i n  case  o t h e r s  
are no t  involved i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i t se l f .  

Q. This  VC you s a w  g e t  s h o t  and pushed down t h e  hole, 
d i d  you t h i n k  t h a t  was a war a t r o c i t y ?  

A. W e l l ,  sir, a t  t h e  t i m e ,  I d i d n ' t  know e x a c t l y  
what t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w a s ,  and I d i d n ' t  know i f  it was a w a r  
a t r o c i t y  o r  n o t ,  because I d i d n ' t  know t h e  s i tuat ion--be-  
cause numerous s i t u a t i o n s  revolved around us t h e r e  which 
made them people a c t u a l l y  be shooting. 

Q- You have been i n  t h e  Army a t  l e a s t  9 years ,  
Sergean.L LACON--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Ten yea r s ,  3 months, 20- and some days. 

Q. And you have been doing a l o t  of t r a i n i n g ,  and 
you a r e  a d r i l l  i n s t r u c t o r ,  now. 

A. Right,  sir. 

Q - I n  your opinion,  a s  a sergeant  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  
Army, do you consider  t h a t  C Company g o t  good t r a i n i n g ?  I 
mean r e a l l y  good t r a i n i n g ,  so  t h a t  a l l  t h e  s o l d i e r s  knew 
what t o  do and how t o  t r e a t  c i v i l i a n s  and what t o  do on war 
a t r o c i t i e s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so ,  s i r .  

Q. Why not? 

A. I n  a  way of speaking, s ir ,  I say no, because of 
the  information t h a t  you showed me be fo re ,  t h e  e x h i b i t s .  
They should have been given t o  t h e  people,  and t h e  people 
could understand t h e  s i t u a t i o n  much b e t t e r ,  and t h i s  s i t u a -  
t i o n ,  it poss ib ly  could never have happened. I d o n ' t  know. 
But I t h i n k  it would have given a  man a  b e t t e r  understanding 
as  t o  what a  war a t r o c i t y  was and t h e  s i t u a t i o n  of what 
crimes were during war, which h a l f  the  people d i d n ' t  
r e a l l y  know. 
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Q - You say  t h i s  might never have happened. What 
might never have happened? 

A. This  informat ion  t h a t  has  been ga the red  up and 
spoken about a l l  ove r  t h e  news media and t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  

Q- Do you b e l i e v e  i n  your h e a r t ,  Sergeant  BACON, t h a t  
t h e r e  w e r e  war a t r o c i t i e s ,  massacres a t  My Lai  (4)? 

A. S i r ,  i n  my h e a r t ,  I ' d  s ay  t h a t  it i s  a ques t ion  
whether t h e r e  was o r  wasn ' t ,  because r e a l l y ,  I d i d n ' t  see 
anything,  and I c a n ' t  blame a man f o r  something I d i d n ' t  
see, sir.  People w i l l  t a l k  because they  a r e  d i s g u s t e d  towards 
a person-- that  t hey  have a d i s l i k e  f o r  t h i s  person and I 
d o n ' t  know. I am wondering myself ,  because I would l i k e  t o  
see t h i s  s t r a i g h t e n e d  o u t ,  sir.  

COL WILSON: Do you reasonably  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  men i n  your 
squad a l s o  d i d  n o t  have ca rds  o r  had n o t  seen  t h e s e  cards?  

A. None of my men i n  my squad seen  those  ca rds .  

Q. A r e  you s u r e  o f .. t h a t ?  

A. A s  f a r  a s  I know. I a m  p o s i t i v e  of i t ,  because 
t h e  ca rds  themselves o r  anyth ing  of t h i s  n a t u r e  had t o  be 
passed o u t  t o  t h e  squads. I t  should normally come through 
t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  t o  t h e  squad l e a d e r ,  o r  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t  
t o  squad l e a d e r  t o  be passed o u t  t o  t h e  men w i t h i n  t h e  squad. 

Q- How long w e r e  you t h e  squad l e a d e r  of t h a t  squad? 

A. S i r ,  I have been a squad l e a d e r  f o r  t h a t  squad 
s i n c e  p r i o r  t o  going t o  Vietnam. 

Q You mentioned t h a t  WEBER had been k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  
a rea?  

A. Right ,  s ir .  

Q. The morning r e p o r t s  show t h a t  WEBER was k i l l e d  
the  12th  of February.  Could you p o i n t  o u t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  
where he was k i l l e d ?  

A,  Right ,  sir ( p o i n t i n g  t o  map). WEBER was k i l l e d  
i n  t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  he re .  
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Q* Would you g i v e  m e  t h e  c o o r d i n a t e  of  t h a t ?  

Q. You are p o i n t i n g  n o r t h  o f  t h e  Song D i e m  D i e m  
River? 

A. Righ t ,  s ir .  

COL FRANKLIN: S t a y  up a t  t h e  map, Sergeant  BACON. You have 
a l r e a d y  s a i d  t h i s  b u t  I would l i k e  you t o  r e p e a t  i t .  C Company 
had a l r e a d y  been down i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  and My L a i  ( 4 )  a r e a ,  
you had conducted o p e r a t i o n s  down t h e r e  b e f o r e .  

A. That  i s  r i g h t ,  sir.  

Q- Within how many meters  had you g o t t e n  t o  My L a i  
be fo re?  

A. S i r ,  w e  had g o t t e n  i n  t h e  a r e a  i n  h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g  
t o  map). W e  had one p l a toon  come a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  r i g h t  
h e r e ,  s i x ,  and set up a b lock ing  f o r c e  f o r  one p l a t o o n  of  A/3/1, 
which g o t  p r e t t y  w e l l  mauled i n  t h i s  a r e a  b e f o r e  my p l a toon  
set  up h e r e ,  and we had ano the r  p l a t o o n  set  up around t h i s  
a r e a  ( p o i n t i n g  t o  map). 

9 I n  o t h e r  worzs ,  you had come sou th  a c r o s s  t h a t  
r i v e r ,  t h e  Song D i e m  D i e m ,  b u t  t h a t  i s  about  t h e  f u r t h e s t  
t h a t  anybody i n  your  company had e v e r  g o t t e n  s o u t h  of t h a t  
r i v e r ?  

A. W e  came a c r o s s  t h i s  r i v e r  and went down i n  t h i s  
d i r e c t i o n  t h i s  way, down t h i s  way, moving down toward a  
b lock ing  p o s i t i o n .  Once i n  February,  s ir ,  f o r  t h e  2d ARVN 
Div i s ion ,  f o r  t h e  T e t  o f f e n s i v e ,  we w e r e  c l o s e  t o  t h i s  a r e a .  
I ' d  s ay  t h a t  about  t h e  c l o s e s t  we came t o  t h i s  a r e a  was 
r i g h t  h e r e ,  s ir .  

Q. I n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  of  what i s  c a l l e d  t h e  My 
La i  complex. 

A. From where you w e r e  up n o r t h  you could  see t o  
t h e  sou th  and see a l l  t h o s e  a r e a s .  
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A. Right ,  sir. I n  s p o t s ,  you could u s u a l l y  see where 
t h e  v i l l a g e s  w e r e ,  sir, by t h e  l a r g e  amounts of vegeta t ion ,  
Vegetation e x i s t e d  u s u a l l y  around l a r g e  v i l l a g e s  or around the 
edges of  h i l l s ,  and we  g o t  r e p o r t s  from o t h e r  u n i t s  t h a t  op- 
e r a t e d  i n  t h i s  area, l i k e  one p la toon of B Company, 1st 
Cavalry, t h a t  opera ted  wi th  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  t h a t  w a s  i n  t h i s  
area a l so .  W e  used t o  g e t  r e p o r t s  from t h e m  and o t h e r  people 
who had been i n  t h e  area, sir,  t h a t  V i e t  Cong w e r e  shoot ing  
a t  them o r  something l i k e  t h i s  here ,  

Q - Did you g e t  a l o t  o f  r e p o r t s  from t h e s e  o t h e r  
companies about f i g h t i n g  down t h e r e  and how tough it w a s ?  
Did you h e a r  t h a t  throughout t h e  t a s k  fo rce?  

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q - You d i d  h e a r  t h a t ?  

A. Right,  sir. 

Q - Sergeant  BACON, do you have anything t h a t  you
would l i k e  t o  say ,  now, about anything concerning t h i s  opera t ion  
o r  any f e e l i n g  t h a t  you have--anything t h a t ' y o u  might want 
t o  add t o  t h i s ?  

A, W e l l ,  s i r ,  one t h i n g  t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  say  
is  t h a t  I f e e l ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e r e  
have been a few derogatory s ta tements  made toward--defacing 
t h e  Scvernr,ent's n m e  o r  t h e  Army's name, about c e r t a i n  ind i -  
v iduals .  And some of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  were n o t  even p a r t  of  
t h e  p la toon t h a t  a c t u a l l y  went through t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f .  
They were p a r t  of o t h e r  p la toons  wi th in  t h i s  opera t ion-- tha t  
made derogatory s ta tements  towards o t h e r s  i n  t h e  p la toon t h a t  . 
d i d n ' t  know e x a c t l y  what they were t a l k i n g  about.  The only 
one t h a t  I can rememlraer who made a s ta tement  t h a t  was a c t u a l l y  
i n  t h e  p la toon was PFC MEADLO. The o t h e r  people were i n  t h e  
2d Platoon,  which was adjacent  t o  t h e  l e f t  s i d e  of t h e  1st 
Platoon,  and t h e  3d Platoon which was t h e  t r a i l i n g  platoon-- 
t o  inc lude  t h e  cameraman who was with t h e  company headquarters  
and around t h e  a rea  of t h e  3d Platoon. The information 
put  ou t  through t h e s e  people r e f l e c t s - - 1  d o n ' t  know t h e  word, 
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b u t  t h a t  uncouth s t u f f  was t a k i n g  p l a c e  and was done by one 
i n d i v i d u a l  p l a t o o n ,  and one s e c t o r  of  t h e  p l a toon .  I t  was 
a good p o s s i b i l i t y - - b u t  I t h i n k  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  r e f l e c t s  on 
t h e  t r o o p s .  

COL WILSON: W e  a p p r e c i a t e  your  f e e l i n g s ,  Se rgean t  BACON. 
I would l i k e  t o  inform you, now, t h a t  you a r e  o rde red  n o t  t o  
d i s c u s s  your t es t imony w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  
f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  performance of  o f f i c i a l  
d u t i e s  or as you may be r e q u i r e d  s o  t o  do b e f o r e  a competent 
i u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. You cannot 
d i s c u s s  what you have t o l d  u s  h e r e  today w i t h  any o t h e r  
witnesses--you d o n ' t  want t o  do t h i s  Se rgean t  BACON, because 
it is  going t o  cause  you a l o t  of  h e a r t a c h e s  i f  you do. 
But you can  on ly  d i s c u s s  t h i s  i f  you a r e  i n  f r o n t  o f  an 
o f f i c i a l  board  o r  a c o u r t - m a r t i a l  o r  something of t h a t  n a t u r e .  
Do n o t  d i s c u s s  it w i t h  anybody you might see around h e r e  o r  
anybody t h a t  shou ld  t e l ephone  you. You cannot  d i s c u s s  it. 

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

( A e r i a l  pho to ,  E x h i b i t  P-1 ,  as anno ta t ed  by 
SSG BACON w a s  r e c e i v e d  and admi t t ed  i n t o  ev idence  as E x h i b i t  
P-173. ) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be r e c e s s e d .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1153 h o u r s ,  16 December 
1969. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: BERGTHOLD, James R. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 January 1 9 7 0  

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: Murder 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: A s s i s t a n t  Machinegunner, 
Second Squad, F i r s t  P la toon ,  C/1/20. 

1. PRIOR T R A I N I N G  I N  RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

BERGTHOLD had rece ived  classroom t r a i n i n g  on t h e  
techniques  of  p r o p e r l y  handl ing  o f  PW's (pg. 2 1 ) .  H e  knew 
t h e  Vietnamese phrases  for " h a l t "  and "come w i t h  m e - "  
( P ~ S  22, 23 ) .  The wi tness  had never  seen  E x h i b i t s  M-2 
and M-3 (pgs.  23, 2 4 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  be ing  i s s u e d  a ca rd  
wi th  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on proper  t r ea tmen t  of PW1s i n  
accordance wi th  t h e  Geneva Conventions(pg.  2 4 ) .  BERGTHOLD 
appa ren t ly  had r ece ived  no t r a i n i n g  wi th  r ega rd  t o  i l l e g a l  
o r d e r s  a s  he espoused " b l i n d  obedience" t o  h i s  s u p e r i o r s  
(pg. 2 5 ) .  

2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

a .  Memorial s e r v i c e .  

BERGTHOLD expressed u n c e r t a i n t y  wi th  r ega rd  t o  
d a t e s  o f  a memorial s e r v i c e  (pg. 5 )  . 

b. M E D I N A ' s  b r i e f i n g  C/1/20. 

Captain  MEDINA assembled C/1 /20  on 15 March and 
b r i e f e d  them on t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 4 )  . He t o l d  them 
t h a t  t hey  w e r e  going i n t o  P i n k v i l l e  and t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n  
was suspec ted  t o  be t h e r e .  They were t o l d  t o  be c a r e f u l  
and t o  r ega rd  a l l  v i s i b l e  persons  as probably c a r r y i n g  a 
pack o r  a weapon (pg. 5 ) .  They were n o t  g iven  o r d e r s  t o  
shoo t  people  (pg.  5 ) .  No mention was made of  burning t h e  
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v i l l a g e  o r  k i l l i n g  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  (pg. 5) . 

The men o f  C/1/20 d i d  n o t  r e a l l y  know what t o  
expect  (pg. 5 ) .  They were mad a f t e r  t ak ing  c a s u a l t i e s  i n  a 
minef ie ld  only  a few days previous ly  (pg, 6 ) . 
3. ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a. BERGTHOLD was on a machinegnn team a s  an a s s i s t a n t  
gunner and ammo b e a r e r  with t h e  second squad, f i r s t  platoon.  
H i s  squad l e a d e r  w a s  Sergeant BACON and h i s  p la toon l e a d e r  
w a s  L ieutenant  CALLEY- MAPLES was t h e  gunner (pgs. 4 ,  6 ) . 

b. The platoon moved through t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  l i n e  
(pg, 18)  . Everyone was f i r i n g  (pg. 7 )  . They never rece ived  
any enemy f i r e  (pg. 8)  . Because of t h e  vege ta t ion  it w a s  
h a r e  t o  see  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  (pg. 16). I t  appeared t o  BERGTHOLD 
that t h e  r e s i d e n t s  of My Lai ( 4 )  were being pushed through 
t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  h i s  f r o n t  (ps.  8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know what 
happened t o  them (pg. 8 )  . 

c. During t h e  sweep,someone s h o t  i n t o  a nearby hootch. 
There were seven o r  e i g h t  Vietnamese i n s i d e .  He chased them 
o u t  except  f o r  a man s h o t  i n  both l e g s .  BERGTHOLD s h o t  and 
k i l l e d  h i m  t o  pu t  him o u t  of h i s  misery (pg. 7 ) .  He a l s o  
saw an unknown s o l d i e r  murder a Vietnamese family i n  f r o n t  
of t h e i r  home (Mark # 4  on ~ x h i b i tP-132) (pgs.  9 ,  31) . H i s  
team then moved t o  t h e  company's l e f t  f lank  and s e t  up f l a n k  
s e c u r i t y  (pg. 7 ) .  The Vietnamese he chased o u t  of t h e  hootch 
he assumed were taken i n  f o r  ques t ioning  (pg. 1 0 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
see  any bodies  o t h e r  than  t h e  ones he saw being s h o t  ( s i x )  
(pgs. 10 ,  15 ,  31) . 

d.  C/1/20 was n o t  v i s i t e d  by any s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  on t h e  
morning of 1 6  March t o  BERGTHOLD1s knowledge (pg. 11). 
He saw MEDINA e n t e r  t h e  v i l l a g e .  He d id  no t  s e e  any National  
Pol ice  with C/1/20 on 1 6  March (pg. 11). They never 
received any o rde r s  t o  s t o p  f i r i n g  (pg . 1 6 )  . BERGTHOLD w a s  
no t  p r e s e n t  when CARTER was evacuated (pg. 38) . 

INQUIKIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

BERGTHOLD d id  n o t  r e c a l l  Colonel HENDERSON ques t ion ing  
anyone a t  LZ Dot t i e  a f t e r  t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  on 18 March (pg. 1 3 ) .  
No i n v e s t i g a t o r  ever  spoke with him u n t i l  he met with t h e  
C I D  agent i n  CONUS during 1 9 6 9  (pg. 1 3 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
remember MEDINA t e l l i n g  them t o  be q u i e t  dur ing  t h e  course of 
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t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  No one e v e r  t o l d  him t o  be  q u i e t  about  
what happened i n  My ~ a i .(pg.  1 4 ) .  

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  On 17 March,the f i rs t  p l a t o o n  went on a miss ion  n e a r  
H i l l  85 where MEADLO w a s  wounded by a mine (pg.  1 2 ) .  The 
company t h e n  moved on down t o  t h e  Song T r a  Khuc River  where 
t h e  w i t n e s s  he lped  c a p t u r e  a NVA n u r s e  a long  w i t h  t h r e e  
o t h e r  p r i s o n e r s .  My Khe (3)  and My Khe (1) were burned 
(pg.  12) 

b.  BERGTHOLD never  heard  of  a massacre  i n  Co Lay 
(pg. 1 4 ) .  

c .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  remember much d i s c u s s i o n  
about  My L a i  ( 4 )  (pg.  17)  . 

d .  H e  knew of  no one under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  mar i juana  
i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  o r  a t  any o t h e r  t ime wh i l e  i n  combat (pg. 1 4 )  . 

e.  The w i t n e s s  anno ta t ed  E x h i b i t  P-1 ,  an a e r i a l  photo 
of  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  Th is  e x h i b i t  w a s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  a t  
page 2 6 ,  App T-56 CONTI.  
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EXHIBITS 


EXHIBIT 

P-10 

-

P-12 


P-13 


P-16 


-P-17 

P-22 

P-23 

P-26 

I# 1 1  I d e n t i f i e d  CARTER. 

It  n u  I d e n t i f i e d  CARTER. 

I, Il I d e n t i f i e d  CARTER. 

" It 
I d e n t i f i e d  ALAUX, 
MARONEY, and PHU. 
Taken on w e s t  s i d e  
o f  v i l l aqe . ,  
Near where a VN 

" I# fam* was 
murdered by an . 

American s o l d i e r .  
I d e n t i f i e d  MEDINA, 

l 1  11 MURRAY, ALAgX and 
PHU . 
I d e n t i f i e d  PHU 

I I  and MEADLO. 

" I! I d e n t i f i e d  PHU. 

" 
I d e n t i f i e d  as 

f l  , pick  up point f o r  
CA i n t o  My Lai  ( 4 1 .  

36 

37 

37 

38 

39 

40 

40  

4 1  

42 
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E X H I B I T S  

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  ' NOTES PAGES 

T h e  scene of t h e  
P - 3 3  M i s c e l l a n e o u s  S c e n e s  f a m i l y  m u r d e r .  4 3  

" P - 3 6  I! I d e n t i f i e d  'CARTER. 4 3  
I d e n t i f i e d  DELPOME. 

P - 6 4  P h o t o  of M y  L a i  O p e r a t i o n  and SMITH.  4 3  

" I d e n t i f i e d  PHU, 
P - 6 6  11 I 1  I 1  11 BACON, and MURRAY. 44 

p - 6 8  4 
w II I! I! It I d e n t i f i e d  DELPOME 44 

" P-69 I 1  I 1  I 1  I t  I d e n t i f i e d  DELPOME 45  
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1970 . I  
(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0926 hours ,  2 January 

MR WEST: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: . The following named persons a r e  p resen t :  MR WEST, 
COL MILLER, COL FRANKLIN, and MAJ COOP. 

The n e x t  witness  i s  M r .  James R. BERGTHOLD. 

(MR BERGTHOLD was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  
was sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  as  follows :) 

W i l l  you p lease  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  
and res idence .  

A. My name is  James Robert BERGTHOLD, I am 
unemployed a t  t h i s  t ime. I l i v e  a t  624 6 t h  S t r e e t ,  Niagara 
F a l l s ,  New York. 

MR WEST: M r ,  BERGTHOLD, before  we g e t  i n t o  any ques t ions ,  

Colonel MILLER w i l l  g ive  you some inEomat ion  about t h e  n a t u r e  

and purpose of t h i s  inqu i ry  and about your t e s t i m o n i a l  

r i g h t s .  


COL MILLER: I ' m  going through s e v e r a l  th ings .  I won't  

go t o o  f a s t .  I f  you have any ques t ions  f e e l  f r e e  t o  ask 

them. I hope you w i l l  i f  you have any. I '11 try t o  answer 

them f o r  you. 


This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by the  
Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army and t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army f o r  
t h e  purpose of i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t o  determine f a c t s  and make 
f indings  and recommendations concerning two major a reas :  

(1) the  adequacy of previous 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and t h e  subsequent r e p o r t s  
and reviews wi th in  t h e  m i l i t a r y  chain of command, of what we 
now commonly r e f e r  t o  as  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of March 1968. 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  
withholding of information by any person who had a duty t o  
r e p o r t  known f a c t s  concerning t h i s  same My Lai i n c i d e n t .  

It i s  no t  our primary purpose t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
everyth ing  t h a t  occurred i n  My Lai on about 1 6  t o  18  March 
1968, although we do g e t  q u i t e  a b i t  i n t o  t h i s  a s  p a r t  of 
our  i n q u i r y .  
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We have made a v a i l a b l e  t o  u s ,  and w e  have read 
s tatements  made by many wi tnesses ,  inc lud ing  your p r i o r  
s ta tement  i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted by t h e  Inspector  
General and by t h e  CID. 
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Your testimony today i s  being t aken  under oa th .  
W e  w i l l  make a verbatim t r a n s c r i p t .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
r e p o r t e r  we have a t a p e  recorde r .  

The o v e r a l l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  o u r  r e p o r t  i s  
c o n f i d e n t i a l .  However, t h e r e  i s  a t  l e a s t  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  
t h e  testimony he re ,  e i t h e r  some of it o r  a l l  o f  it, w i l l  
la ter  be made a m a t t e r  o f  p u b l i c  record.  

Now, you are, according t o  my r ecords ,  s u b j e c t  
t o  t h e  o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  genera l  
cour t -mar t ia l  case o f - t h e  United s t a t e s - v .  calley; I 
b e l i e v e  you g o t  a letter from t h e  t r i a l  counsel.  Did you n o t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q .  W e  r e q u e s t  t h a t  you do n o t  d i s c u s s  t h e  testimony 
t h a t  you g ive  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with o t h e r s ,  inc lud ing  
o t h e r  wi tnesses  who e i t h e r  have been c a l l e d  o r  who may be 
c a l l e d ,  except  a s  you may be requ i red  s o  t o  do be fo re  a 
competent l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  o r  j u d i c i a l  
body o r  forum. An example of t h i s  would be testimony i n  
a genera l  cour t -mar t i a l  case o r  an Article 32 p r e t r i a l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Those a r e  some examples. If you have 
ques t ions ,  you can always ask them a t  any t i m e .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  you a r e  caut ioned t h a t  s i n c e  you 
a r e  under t h e  o rde r s  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  genera l  
cour t -mar t i a l  case  of  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley ,  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  you appear here  today does n o t  ia any way change t h a t  
o r d e r ,  and f o r  your informat ion ,  your testimony h e r e  i s  
n o t  p r o h i b i t e d  by t h a t  o rde r .  The o rde r  i s  broad enough 
s o  t h a t  you can t e s t i f y  here  without  v i o l a t i n g  t h a t  o rde r ,  
i n  case you wondered. 

Have you any ques t ions  s o  f a r ?  

A. No, sir ,  you j u s t  covered it t h e r e  about t h e  o rde r s .  

Q. Fine.  I have one o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  I want t o  
advise you about and t h a t  i s  your t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t  and your 
r i g h t  t o  counsel .  I t o l d  you t h a t  we had read p r i o r  s t a t e -  
ments, and a l s o  t h e  purpose of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Based upon 
your p r i o r  testimony and testimony by o t h e r  wi tnesses  we 
have some suspic ion  t h a t  you may have committed t h e  of fense  
of  murder which i s  an o f fense  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of the  laws of  
war and t h e r e f o r e  I want you t o  understand f u l l y  your r i g h t  
t o  t e s t i f y  o r  n o t  t o  t e s t i f y  and your r i g h t  t o  counsel.  
I ' l l  go through t h a t  now. 
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You do have t h e  r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t  and n o t  
t o  answer any q u e s t i o n s  whatsoever .  

Any s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  you do  make cou ld  be used a s  
ev idence  a g a i n s t  you i n  a c r i m i n a l  t r i a l .  

You have a t  a l l  t i m e s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  
counse l ,  and by t h i s  I mean a q u a l i f i e d  lawyer ,  and t o  have 
such counse l  w i t h  you h e r e  i f  you wish t o  have him. This  
counse l  can be c i v i l i a n  counse l  t h a t  you r e t a i n  a t  your own 
expense.  A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  m i l i t a r y  counse l  would be provided 
f o r  you. We have such counse l  a v a i l a b l e .  I f  you have a 
p a r t i c u l a r  counse l  i n  mind we w i l l  make him a v a i l a b l e  i f  
he  i s  r easonab ly  a v a i l a b l e .  Knowing t h a t  you do n o t  have t o  
make a s t a t e m e n t ,  and of  your r i g h t  t o  c o u n s e l ,  you may 
n e v e r t h e l e s s  d e c i d e  t h a t  you wish t o  t e s t i f y  today and t o  
answer q u e s t i o n s .  You may do t h i s  w i thou t  counse l  i f  you 
wish.  Now, if you d e c i d e  t o  t e s t i f y  w i thou t  counse l  and 
t h e n  you d e c i d e  t h a t  you want counse l  you may a t  any t ime 
s t o p  and r e q u e s t  such counse l .  I f  you d e c i d e  t o  t e s t i f y ,  
whether counse l  i s  h e r e  o r  n o t ,  you may d e c l i n e  t o  answer 
any q u e s t i o n ,  any q u e s t i o n s .  You may be w i l l i n g  t o  answer 
o t h e r s  o r  you can t e l l  us  i f  you wish t o  have t h e  q u e s t i o n s  
s topped  comple te ly  a t  any t i m e .  

Do you unders tand t h e s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I have 
covered s o  f a r ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

-Q. Would you l i k e  t o  have m e  go i n t o  them any 
more? 

A, There  i s  on ly  one p o i n t  t h a t  h a s  g o t  me sca red .  
I ' l l  j u s t  make a s t a t e m e n t  l i k e  I d i d  b e f o r e .  T h a t ' s  a l l .  
I ' l l  t e l l  t h e  t r u t h  what happened and keep on going down. 

Q. I have two. q u e s t i o n s  I want t o  ask  you b e f o r e  
w e  do  go on. F i r s t  of a l l ,  do you want counse l?  

A* No. 

Q And secondly ,  are you w i l l i n g  t o  make a s t a t e m e n t  
a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A .  Y e s ,  I am. 
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COL MILLER: W e  s h a l l  s t a r t  ask ing  ques t ions  and I want t o  
remind you i f  t h e r e  i s  any p a r t i c u l a r  q u e s t i o n  o r  s e r i e s  of 
ques t ions  t h a t  you f e e l  t h a t  you c a n ' t  answer, t e l l  us .  I f  
a t  some t i m e  you dec ide  t h a t  you want counse l ,  p l e a s e  l e t  
us know. T h a t ' s  a l l ,  un le s s  you have f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s .  
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MR WEST: W e  '11 take a short  recess. 

( T h e  hearing recessed a t  0935 hours, 2 January 
1970 .) 

- ( T h e  hearing reconvened a t  0 9 4 0  hours, 2 
January 1970. ) 

MR WEST: T h e  hearing w i l l  c o m e  t o  order. 

RCDR: A l l  present when the hearing recessed are again 
present w i t h  the exception of C o l o n e l  MILLER. 

MR WEST: Mr.  BERGTHOLD, w h e n  d id  you first hear of the 
planned assault  upon My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I t  w a s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t he  day before, when  w e  
w e r e  called together and given the operations order. 

Q W a s  this C a p t a i n  MEDINA's b r ie f ing  w i t h  C C o m p a n y ?  

A. Y e s ,  it w a s .  

Q - What w a s  your a s s i g n m e n t  a t  t h i s  t i m e ?  

A. I w a s  ass is tant  m a c h i n e g u n n e r  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

Q. Y o u  w e r e  i n  1st P l a t o o n ,  C / 1 / 2 0 ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Who w a s  your  platoon leader? 

A. L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY. 

Q- Who w a s  your squad leader? 

A. A t  t h i s  t i m e  I w a s  a t tached t o  S e r g e a n t  BACON'S 
squad,  b u t  my o r i g i n a l  squad leader w a s  S e r g e a n t  MITCHELL. 

Q I see. S e r g e a n t  BACON had t h e  second squad? 

A. Y e s .  

Q .  B e f o r e  w e  ge t  i n t o  C a p t a i n  MEDINA's b r i e f i n g ,  do 
you remember a m e m o r i a l  service be ing  he ld  fo r  t h e  c o m p a n y  
about t h i s  t i m e ?  
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A. I ' m  n o t  t o o  s u r e ,  s i r .  

Q- Can you t e l l  us what Captain MEDINA t o l d  t h e  
company dur ing  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. We were t o l d  t h a t  w e  were going i n t o  what we 
c a l l e d  P i n k v i l l e  and it was suspected t h a t  we would run i n t o  
a b a t t a l i o n ,  t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n ,  t h a t  had been i n  t h a t  
a rea  q u i t e  a while .  We were t o l d  t o  be c a r e f u l ,  and t h a t  
i f  we seen  anyone they would more an l i k e l y  be ca r ry ing  
a pack o r  a weapon. We were n o t  given no o rde r s  t o  shoot  
people. 

Q What do you mean by t h a t ?  Are you t a l k i n g  about 
c i v i l i a n s ,  o r  noncombatants? 

A. Yes. Well. n a t u r a l l y ,  when you s e e  anyone i n  t h e  
f i e l d  with a weapon and they  d o n ' t  s t o p  and they  s t a r t  
running, you t r y  t o  s t o p  them. 

& Anything s a i d  about k i l l i n g  l i v e s t o c k  o r  burning 
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can remember'. 

Q. As you know, t h e r e  were a l o t  of Vietnamese 
r e s i d e n t s  i n  My Lai ( 4 )  k i l l e d  dur ing  t h i s  opera t ion .  This 
is one reason f o r  asking about t h e  o rde r s .  Is it your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  Captain MEDINA s a i d  nothing about t h i s  
i n  h i s  o rde r s?  

A. He d i d n ' t  say nothing about c i v i l i a n s  be ing  i n  
t h i s  a rea .  

Q =  Did he say what k ind  of an o p e r a t i o n  it was? 

I a m  not  p o s i t i v e .  

Q. What was t h e  impression t h a t  t h e  men c a r r i e d  
away from t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. That it might be a p r e t t y  bad day, t h e  next  day. 
They r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  know what t o  expec t .  

Q- What kind of mood was t h e  company i n  a t  t h i s  t ime? 
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A. Everybody was mad, because w e  had j u s t  l o s t  a 
few guys i n  a minef i e ld  a few days o r  a week be fo re .  

Q Well, what was t h e  genera l  impression about 
whether they ought t o  k i l l  people when they went i n t o  the  
v i l l a g e ?  . 

A. W e l l ,  nobody s a i d  anything about t h i s ,  sir ,  about 
going i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and k i l l i n g  people,  t h a t  I can remember. 

Q • You t a l k e d  t o  M r .  THOMPSON from the C I D  about 
t h i s  on 3 November and you s igned a sworn s ta tement .  The 
statement  reads i n  p a r t  as follows : "Although Captain MEDINA 
d i d n ' t  say t o  k i l l  everyone i n  the  v i l l a g e ,  I heard guys 
t a l k i n g  and they were of t h e  opin ion  t h a t  everyone i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  was t o  be k i l l e d . "  

Is t h a t  a f a i r  s t a t ement  of what you t o l d  M r .  
THOMPSON? 

A. I f  i t ' s  down t h e r e  I guess it is. I c a n ' t  
remember though, you know. It was a whi le  ago. 

Q .  W e l l ,  w e  want t o  be s u r e  it is your testimony.
I f  t h i s  i s  no t  r i g h t ,  then  say  s o .  The testimony on t h i s  
p o i n t  has  been i n  c o n f l i c t .  What w e r e  your p a r t i c u l a r  
d u t i e s ,  now, i n  t h e  1st Platoon,  i n  t h e  second squad? 

A.  A t  t h i s  t ime? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. I was a s s i s t a n t  machinegunner and ammo beare r .  

Q I be l i eve  you t o l d  M r .  THOMPSON t h a t  Robert 
MAPLES was the  gunner? 

A. Yes, s i r  

Q. Were t h e r e  j u s t  two of you i n  t h e  weapons team? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Can you t e l l  us j u s t  what occurred 
the  next  morning when you moved i n t o  t h e  a s s a u l t  on My L a i  
( 4 )  ? 
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A. I'm n o t  t o o  s u r e ,  s i r .  

a.  Can you t e l l  us what Captain MEDINA t o l d  t h e  
company dur ing  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. W e  were t o l d  t h a t  we were going i n t o  what we 
c a l l e d  P i n k v i l l e  and it was suspected t h a t  we would run i n t o  
a b a t t a l i o n ,  t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n ,  t h a t  had been i n  t h a t  
a rea  q u i t e  a while .  We were t o l d  t o  be c a r e f u l ,  and t h a t  
i f  we seen anyone they would more than l i k e l y  be ca r ry ing  
a pack o r  a  weapon. We were no t  given no o rde r s  t o  shoot  
people. 

Q- What do you mean by t h a t ?  Are you t a l k i n g  about 
c i v i l i a n s ,  o r  noncombatants? 

A. Yes. Well n a t u r a l l y ,  when you s e e  anyone i n  t h e  
f i e l d  with a  weapon and they  d o n ' t  s t o p  and they  s t a r t  
running, you t r y  t o  s t o p  them. 

Q- Anything s a i d  about k i l l i n g  l i v e s t o c k  o r  burning 
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  ~ o t  remember'.t h a t  I can 

Q* A s  you know, t h e r e  were a l o t  of Vietnamese 
r e s i d e n t s  i n  My Lai ( 4 )  k i l l e d  dur ing  t h i s  opera t ion .  This 
is  one reason f o r  asking about t h e  o rde r s .  Is it your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  Captain MEDINA s a i d  nothing about t h i s  
i n  h i s  o rde r s?  

A. He d i d n ' t  say nothing about c i v i l i a n s  being i n  
t h i s  a rea .  

Q. Did he say what k ind  of an opera t ion  it was? 

A. I am not  p o s i t i v e .  

Q. What was t h e  impression t h a t  t h e  men c a r r i e d  
away from t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. That it might be a  p r e t t y  bad day,  t h e  next  day. 
They r e a l l y  didn 't know what t o  expect .  

Q- What kind of mood was t h e  company i n  a t  t h i s  t ime? 
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A. Everybody w a s  mad, because we  had j u s t  l o s t  a 
few guys i n  a minef i e ld  a few days o r  a week before .  

Q W e l l ,  what w a s  t h e  genera l  impression about 
whether they ought t o  k i l l  people when they went i n t o  the 
v i l l a g e ?  . 

A. W e l l ,  nobody s a i d  anything about t h i s ,  sir ,  about 
going i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and k i l l i n g  people,  t h a t  I can remember. 

Q You t a l k e d  t o  M r .  THOMPSON from the C I D  about 
t h i s  on 3 November and you s igned a sworn s ta tement .  The 
s tatement  reads i n  p a r t  as fol lows:  "Although Captain MEDINA 
d i d n ' t  say t o  k i l l  everyone i n  the  v i l l a g e ,  I heard  guys 
t a l k i n g  and they w e r e  of t h e  opin ion  t h a t  everyone i n  the 
v i l l a g e  was t o  be k i l l e d . "  

Is that a f a i r  s ta tement  of what you t o l d  M r .  
THOMPSON? 

A. I f  i t ' s  down t h e r e  I guess it is. I c a n ' t  
remember though, you know. It w a s  a whi le  ago. 

8- W e l l ,  we want t o  be s u r e  it is your testimony. 
I f  t h i s  i s  no t  r i g h t ,  t hen  say so .  The testimony on t h i s  
po in t  has been i n  c o n f l i c t .  What were your p a r t i c u l a r  
d u t i e s ,  now, i n  t h e  1st Platoon,  i n  t h e  second squad? 

A.  A t  t h i s  time? 

Q. Yes. 

A. I was a s s i s t a n t  machinegunner and ammo beare r .  

Q. I be l i eve  you t o l d  Mr .  THOMPSON t h a t  Robert 
MAPLES was the  gunner? 

A. Yes, s ir  

Q. Were t h e r e  j u s t  two of you i n  t h e  weapons team? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Can you t e l l  us j u s t  what occurred 
t h e  next  morning when you moved i n t o  t h e  a s s a u l t  on My Lai 
( 4 )  ? 
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A. W e  came ou t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  and formed up, 
and s t a r t e d  going through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h a t ' s  where, a 
l i t t l e  whi le  a f t e r  we e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I encountered 
t h i s  man who had been s h o t .  Someone had s h o t  i n t o  the  hootch 
bes ide  us--they were f i r i n g  a l l  over .  Everybody was f i r i n g .  
I d o n ' t  know why they were f i r i n g  s o  much. I walked up t o  
t h i s  hootch and t h e r e  were seven o r  e i g h t  people i n  the re .  
I chased them a l l  out  and I seen t h i s  man l y i n g  t h e r e .  He 
was s h o t  i n  both l egs  and t h a t  I s  when I s h o t  him, t o  put 
him out  of h i s  misery,  and then  we pushed o f f  t o  the  l e f t  
f l a n k ,  I t h i n k  it was, t o  s e t  up f lank  s e c u r i t y .  There was 
s t i l l  q u i t e  a b i t  of f i r i n g  going on. 

Q M r .  BERGTHOLD, I show you an a e r i a l  photograph of 
the  a r e a  around My Lai ( 4 ) ,  and here  i s  a map 1:25,000 s c a l e  
which has been introduced i n t o  evidence as  MAP-4. I f  y o u ' l l  
n o t i c e  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of the  photograph, t h i s  i s  the  hamlet of 
My L a i  ( 4 )  . Here it i s  on t h e  map. You' 11 n o t i c e  t h i s  
stream runninq he re ;  i t ' s  t h e  same one you s e e  h e r e  on t h e  
photograph. This i s  n o r t h ,  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  T h i s  i s  t h e  
China Sea over  h e r e ,  t o  t h e  e a s t .  The landing  zone was i n  
t h e  r i c e  paddy, he re .  The 1st  Platoon had t h i s  lower s e c t o r ,  
o r  t h e  southern  h a l f  of t h e  hamlet. The movement was e a s t  
through t h e  hamlet.  Does t h i s  a l l  f i t  i n  with your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Let  I s  go back a b i t  t o  when your p la toon moved 
i n t o  t h e  hamlet.  You s a i d  everyone was f i r i n g ?  

A. Everyone but  MAPLES. The only t ime I seen h i m  
f i r e  was when we seen someone running and he was running 
out  t o  a c l e a r i n g ,  out  t o  a house ou t  by i t s e l f .  He wouldn't  
s t o p ,  he  j u s t  kep t  on running. 

Q A s  t h e  p la toon moved forward, d i d  they  f i r e  
cont inuously,  a s o r t  of reconnaissance by E i re?  

A. I t  wasnl t a continuous f i r e .  Somebody, it seemed, 
was f i r i n g  a l l  t he  t ime. There wasnl t t h a t  much f i r i n g ,  but  
t h e r e  was shoot ing  going on a l l  t h e  t ime,  i t  seemed l i k e ,  on 
both s i d e s .  

Q Had you rece ived  any enemy f i r e  up t o  t h i s  po in t?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  sir.  
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Q - Throughout t h e  morning do you recall any enemy, 
f i r e  a t  a l l ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. The s c a l e  of t h i s  aerial photograph, now, is 
approximately 1 inch  equals  150 meters .  A r e  you o r i e n t e d  
now, do you recognize t h e  area from looking a t  t h i s  photograph? 

(MR m S T  i n d i c a t e d  Exh ib i t  P-1.) 

A. I t h i n k  when w e  came i n ,  w e  came i n  about i n  he re .  
I c o u l d n ' t  say e x a c t l y  how f a r  t h a t  I moved i n  wi th  Sergeant  
BACON'S squad be fo re  we went o u t  t o  p u l l  l e f t - f l a n k  s e c u r i t y .  

Q .  Could you l o c a t e  t h e  l i t t l e  hootch t h e r e  where you 
found t h e  o l d  man who had been s h o t  i n  the  l e g s ?  Could you 
l o c a t e  the approximate p lace  of t h a t ?  

A. I t ' s  hard t o  t e l l ;  poss ib ly  r i g h t  i n  he re .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  i f  you would mark t h a t  p lace .  J u s t  
mark a 2 and put  a c i r c l e  around it. Actual ly ,  i f  you are 
n o t  su re  of  these  p l a c e s ,  i t ' s  a l l  r i g h t .  J u s t  t o  t h e  b e s t  
of your r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

Was t h a t  about t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  happened of 
any significance--when you ran  i n t o  t h i s  hootch wi th  the  
people i n  i t - - t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A. What do you mean " s i g n i f i c a n t , "  s i r ?  

Q. Well, we a r e  p r imar i ly  i n t e r e s t e d  h e r e  i n  f i n d i n g  
out  what happened t o  t h e  Vietnamese r e s i d e n t s  of t h i s  hamlet. 
There wasn ' t  any enemy r e s i s t a n c e .  There was a l o t  of 
shoot ing ,  and a l o t  of Vietnamese people who l i v e d  i n  the  
hamlet were k i l l e d .  This i s  t h e  main t h i n g  t h a t  happened 
t h a t  morning, except  f o r  the  l i v e s t o c k  being k i l l e d  and t h e  
hootches being burned, s o  i f  you would p lease  j u s t  descr ibe  
t o  us what you saw when you moved through. 

A. I t  was r i g h t  a f t e r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  h e r e  t h a t  a l l  
the  people were pushed through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  from what 
I could see .  

The people t h a t  I chased out  along--somebody 
was behind us ,  I t h i n k ,  from the  2d Platoon,  pushing them on. 
I d o n ' t  know where they went t o  from t h e r e .  That i s  t h e  l a s t  
time I seen them, j u s t  before  we went on f lank  s e c u r i t y .  
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Q. Where was the p o i n t  where you went on f l a n k  
s e c u r i t y? 

A .  I c a n ' t  be p o s i t i v e  by t h e  map. There w a s  a sma l l  
s t ream.  W e  went ac ros s  a sma l l  stream. There w a s  a b ig  house 
and an embankment where we se t  up o u r  f l a n k  s e c u r i t y  a t .  
(Witness i n d i c a t e d  p o i n t  3 .  ) 

&. Was t h i s  a f t e r  you pushed th rough  t h e  hamlet  
t o  t h e  e a s t ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  be p o s i t i v e  i f  w e  pushed a l l  t h e  way 
through o r  n o t .  

Q Had you come o u t  i n  a rice paddy? 

A. W e  w e r e  f a c i n g  the rice paddy when w e  se t  up 
f l a n k  s e c u r i t y ,  ye s .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  I d i r e c t  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  e a s t  
edge of My L a i  ( 4 )  . Would it have been a long  somewhere i n  
t h e r e ?  

A. I t  could have been ,  sir-. 

Q. When you t a l k e d  t o  M r .  THOMPSON of t h e  C I D ,  you 
t o l d  him how you joined up w i t h  MAPLES, and t h e n  you came 
a c r o s s  f o u r  men from t h e  2d P la toon ,  and you t o l d  about an 
i n c i d e n t  i n  which a Vietnamese man, perhaps  i n  h i s  f i f t i e s ,  
w a s  s h o t .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  i n c i d e n t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  I do. 

Q. Would you t e l l  u s  about  i t ?  

A .  This  man w a s  s t a n d i n g  o u t  i n  f r o n t  of h i s  hootch 
and one man from t h e  2d P la toon  t o l d  someone t o  s h o o t  him and 
he  t o l d  him he wouldn ' t  do it. The man took  t h i s  o t h e r  m a n ' s  
M - 1 6  and gave him h i s  M-79 and s h o t  t h i s  man i n  t h e  head and 
s h o t  him a couple  of o t h e r  t i m e s  and t h e  rest  of  t h e  family  
came o u t .  There was a woman and a coup le  o f  c h i l d r e n  and he 
s h o t  t h e  woman and c h i l d r e n  too .  

Q- Could you d e s c r i b e  t h i s  man who d i d  t h e  shoot ing?  

A. H e  was about my b u i l d ,  b lond  h a i r .  I couldn '  t 
say e x a c t l y  how t a l l  he w a s  o r  any th ing .  
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Q- A p r e t t y  s t r o n g l y  b u i l t  man? 

A * .  Y e s .  

Q. .Could you l o c a t e  on t h e  photograph t h e  approximate
l o c a t i o n  where t h i s  hootch w a s ,  where t h e  shoot ing  took 
p lace?  

A. I would say approximately r i g h t  he re .  

MR WEST: A l l  r i g h t ,  would you mark that  wi th  a 4 .  

Q. Now, when you saw people being ga thered  up and 
pushed on through t h e  hamlet ,  could you t e l l  u s  t h e  number 
of people you saw gathered up? 

A. There were t h e  ones t h a t  were i n  t h i s  hootch t h a t  
I had chased out  of t h e  hootch and t h e r e  were a few more, 
four  o r  f i v e  more, t h a t  I can remember see ing  going down 
the  path with t h e  men behind them. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  How many a l t o g e t h e r ?  

A. About 1 0  o r  1 2 .  

Q. You d o n ' t  know what happened t o  these  people? 

A. No, I thought they were being t aken  i n  f o r  
ques t ioning  . 
Q A s  you moved through t h e  hamlet,  d i d  you s e e  any 
dead people l y i n g  around? 

A. Only those  ones t h a t  I seen s h o t .  

Q- How long do you e s t i m a t e  i t  took t o  move through 
t h e  hamlet? From your account,  i t  seems l i k e  your squad moved 
through t h e  v i l l a g e  r a t h e r  quickly .  

A. Yes, we d i d .  I know we a t e  lunch when we s e t  up 
f o r  f lank  s e c u r i t y  -- a l i t t l e  while  a f t e r  we s e t  up f lank  
s e c u r i t y  we broke f o r  l u n c h  , I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  how 
long a f t e r  t h a t  it was before  we moved ou t .  

Q Along about t h i s  t ime,  a f t e r  you had s e t  up f l ank  
s e c u r i t y ,  d i d  you hear  any o rde r s  come down t o  s t o p  the  
k i l l i n g ?  Stop t h e  shoot ing? 
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A. NO,  sir.  

Q. Were you v i s i t e d  a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  by any o f f i c e r s  from 
Task Force Barker o r  br igade  o r  d i v i s i o n ,  i n  t h e  morning of 
16 March? 

A. Not t h a t  I seen ,  sir.  

Did you s e e  any o f f i c e r s  dur ing  t h e  morning? 

A. I caught a glimpse of Captain MEDINA when we--
they were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  j u s t  going i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I 
t h i n k  they were j u s t  going i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. That was e a r l y ?  

A.  Yes, I seen a l o t  of t h e  o f f i c e r s  a t  t h e  LZ before  
w e  took o f f ,  b u t  a f t e r  we landed I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  I only 
seen Captain MEDINA once and t h a t  was i t ,  t h e  whole time 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q- DO you remember t h e  opera t ions  of C Company t h a t  
a f te rnoon,  t h e  af ternoon of t h e  16 th ,  a f t e r  you g o t  through 
the  hamlet of My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. We went down a l i t t l e  b i t  f u r t h e r  and hooked up 
with another  company from Task Force Barker and se t  up f o r  
t h e  n igh t .  

Q During t h e  af te rnoon d i d  you s e e  members of t h e  
Nat ional  P o l i c e  shoot  anyone? 

A. No. 

DO you remember see ing  any National  Pol ice?  

A. Not t h a t  day. I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y  were from t h e  
National  P o l i c e ,  about 2 o r  3 days l a t e r .  I t h i n k  I 
seen them. 

&- Do you remember t h e  opera t ions  of C Company t h e  
next  day and t h e  fol lowing day, t h e  17th  and 18th?  

A .  The next  day was when t h e  1st Pla toon was s e n t  
o f f  t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  t h e  right-hand d i r e c t i o n  from where w e  
took o f f  a t  i n  t h e  morning, and s e t  up a t  a h i l l .  

Was t h a t  H i l l  85 youfr e  speaking o f ?  
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A. I c a n ' t  remember t h e  number of it. T h a t ' s  
where MEADLO s tepped on t h e  booby t r a p .  

Q T h a t ' s  t h e  i n c i d e n t  where MEADLO l o s t  h i s  f o o t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q What about t h e  rest of t h e  day, now, wi th  C 
Company? Do you remember what they  d id?  What t h e  company 
d id?  

A. Afte r  w e  l e f t  t h e  h i l l ,  it was a l i t t l e  while  and 
we went on down t o  t h e  Quang Ngai River ,  I b e l i e v e  it was. 

Q .  It is t h e  Song Tra Khuc River ,  b u t  it i s  south.  

A. Then I captured an NVA nurse ,  and we captured ,  
I guess it w a s ,  an NVA recruiter--someone r e c r u i t i n g  t roops  
down t h e r e ,  and a couple of o t h e r  people. I j u s t  turned  
t h e  nurse over  t o  someone else, and they took them up t o  
Captain MEDINA. 

Q Okay. This w a s  down p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  r i v e r ?  

Y e s ,  it w a s .  

9 A s  you moved south  t h a t  day, I b e l i e v e  you moved 
through some l i t t l e  hamlets such as My Khe ( 3 )  and My Khe (1). 
Did you encounter  any VC, any r e s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e s e  p laces?  
Did t h e  company burn t h e  hootches? 

A. Yes, they d i d .  

Q . How about t h e  next  day now, t h e  18th?  Our 
information is  t h a t  you moved back up t o  t h e  nor th .  

A. We s t a r t e d  back nor th  t h e  same day. Af te r  we 
went down t o  t h e  r i v e r ,  we s t a r t e d  p u l l i n g  back nor th  again.  

Q. Okay. Do you remember where you laagered  i n  f o r  
t h e  n igh t?  

A. I t  appeared t o  be in--what appeared t o  be an 
abandoned v i l l a g e .  

Q .  Was t h a t  back c l o s e  t o  t h e  h i l l  where MEADLO 
l o s t  h i s  foo t?  
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I t  was approximately halfway. 

Q How about the following day, t h e  18th? D o  you
r e c a l l  what the  company d id  t h a t  day? 

1 2 A  
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A. No. 

Q .  Our i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e  company was e x t r a c t e d  
i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  on t h e  1 8 t h  and t a k e n  back t o  Landing Zone 
D o t t i e .  Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember i f  w e  w e r e  o r  n o t .  When you g e t  
o u t  t h e r e  you spend s o  much t i m e  o u t  t h e r e  you d o n ' t  know, 
sometimes,  one day from t h e  n e x t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  I ' l l  ment ion  someth ing  t o  you t h a t  
happened t h e r e  a t  t h e  l a n d i n g  zone ,  and pe rhaps  you w i l l  
r e c a l l  t h i s .  

Did you know t h e  b r i g a d e  commander, Co lone l  
HENDERSON? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Colone l  HENDERSON t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he  m e t  a number 
of t h e  men a s  t h e y  came back t o  Landing Zone D o t t i e .  H e  m e t  
them r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e y  had g o t t e n  o u t  o f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  and 
he t a l k e d  t o  a group  o f  them. He a sked  them i f  t h e y  knew 
a n y t h i n g  about  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n  noncombatants a t  
My La i  ( 4 ) ,  and s i n g l e d  o u t  i n d i v i d u a l  members o f  t h e  
company and q u e s t i o n e d  them. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  happening? 
Were you p r e s e n t ?  

A. Not t h a t  I remember. 

Q Did anyone t e l l  you t h a t  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  My L a i  ( 4 )  
on t h e  morning o f  16 March 1968 w e r e  b e i n g  i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A. I h e a r d  what we  c a l l  a rumor. The p e r s o n  t h a t  w e  
h e a r d  i t  from was p r e t t y  good a t  s t a r t i n g  rumors ,  and i t  went 
s o  f a r ,  and t h e n  it was j u s t  dropped.  

Q .  Anybody e v e r  t a l k  t o  you i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  any 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Only M r .  THOMPSON, from t h e  C I D .  

Q I mean back a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  s a y  i n  March, A p r i l ,  o r  
May 1968. 

A.  No. 

Q C a p t a i n  MEDINA h a s  been  h e r e ,  and he t o l d  us  t h a t  
soon a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  he  g o t  t h e  company 
t o g e t h e r  and t o l d  them t h e  i n c i d e n t  was b e i n g  i n v e s t i g a t e d  
and t h a t  i t  would be b e t t e r  j u s t  t o  keep  q u i e t  abou t  i t  
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while  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was going on. Do you remember 
anything about t h i s ?  

A. Not t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

Q- Did anyone e v e r  t e l l  you t o  keep q u i e t  
about what had happened a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A .  Not t h a t  I can remember. 

Q- Did you e v e r  h e a r  anything about a number of  
Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d  i n  a l i t t l e  p lace  c a l l e d  
C o  Lay ( 2 )  below P i n k v i l l e ,  along t h e  coas t .  We have had a 
report--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I ' m  n o t  t o o  f a m i l i a r  with t h e  a rea .  

Q. Actual ly  C Company d i d n ' t  go i n t o  t h a t  a r e a ,  b u t  
B Company d i d ,  B/4/3, and we have had a r e p o r t  from Vietnamese 
sources t h a t  perhaps 90 c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  i n  and around 
t h i s  l i t t l e  hamlet on t h e  16 th  o r  17th of March. Did you 
e v e r  hear  of  t h i s ?  

A. NO, sir.  

Q- Along i n  November t h e r e  were some newspaper 
r e p o r t s  t h a t  perhaps t h e  men i n  C Company, when they  went 
i n t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  , were under t h e  in f luence  of marijuana. Do 
you know anything about such a th ing?  

A. No, sir.  

Q- Was t h e r e  a marijuana problem i n  t h e  company? 

A. There was a few people,  One person I remember q o t  
picked up f o r  having marijuana by one of  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t s .  
I be l i eve  t h i s  he re  was before  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

Q. Do you know anything about men of t h e  company 
going i n t o  combat under t h e  in f luence  of marijuana? 

A. No, I do n o t .  

Q. How about t h e  assignments t h a t  C Company drew 
a f t e r  My Lai  ( 4 )  . Were they about t h e  same, o r  were they  
d i f f e r e n t ?  
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A. W e l i ,  most of  the  assignments t h a t  we went on 
a f t e r  t h a t  were search  and c l e a r .  

Q *  Now, t h i s  opera t ion  a g a i n s t  My Lai ( 4 )  has  been 
cha rac te r i zed  as a search and des t roy  mission.  We have had 
a good b i t  of evidence t h a t  t h e  company was t o l d  t o  go i n  
and des t roy  t h e  hamlet. I t a k e  it t h e  company had no more--
i t  d i d n ' t  have any missions l i k e  t h a t ,  from what you s a i d .  

A. (Witness i n d i c a t e s  i n  t h e  negat ive . )  

8 - I g a t h e r  from your testimony t h a t  you d i d n ' t  s ee  
many Vietnamese r e s i d e n t s  of My Lai  ( 4 )  k i l l e d  t h a t  
morning, on 16 March. There i s  one p lace  i n  your 
s ta tement  t o  M r .  THOMPSON where you apparent ly  t o l d  
him t h a t  you had seen about s i x  people dead. 

A. Yes. 

Q. We have had o t h e r  wi tnesses  he re  who saw a g r e a t  
many more dead Vietnamese i n  t h e  hamlet and t o l d  us t h a t  
the  men of t h e  company, as  they  went through,  were j u s t  
shoot ing  everybody they saw, everybody they  came across .  
Did you g e t  t h a t  impression as you moved through t h e  hamlet? 

A. No, s i r ,  because by the time we g o t  through I was--
I c o u l d n ' t  say e x a c t l y  how t o  put i t ,  b u t  by t h e  time we 
came through t h e r e ,  most of the  people were a l r eady  gone. 
They had pushed them a l l  o u t .  

Q W e l l ,  Sergeant  BACON t o l d  us that--he t e s t i f i e d  
about t h e  movements of t h e  second squad i n  and through t h e  
hamlet and he s a i d ,  a s  t h e  squad moved through, they  gathered 
up perhaps 30 people.  He s e n t  them o f f  under guard of 
two of the  men t o  Lieutenant  CALLEY, and they  came back, and 
he d i d n ' t  know what happened t o  them. Do you t h i n k  t h i s  i s  
perhaps what you had i n  mind when you s a i d  about  15 were 
gathered up? 

A. I t  could have been, sir.  I saw a l l  t h e s e  people 
moving through. I can'  t remember who was guarding them, o r  
anything -- what squad, what p la toon they  were from o r  
anything. When we went through,  we were on l i n e  and I looked 
across  t h e r e  and I c o u l d n ' t  ha rd ly  s e e  anybody r e a l l y ,  
except  MAPLES, and I f o r g e t  who e l s e  was r i g h t  by the re .  
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Q - M y  L a i  i s  heav i ly  wooded and it is  hard t o  see 
any d i s t a n c e  . 
A,. Right ,  sir. 

Q. .It would h e l p  us ,  M r .  BERGTHOLD, i f  you would 
t e l l  u s  what your impression w a s  o f  what happened t h a t  
morning a t  M y  L a i  ( 4 ) .  W e  know you have read  t h e  papers  
and they t a l k  about a massacre. How does t h i s  s t r i k e  you 
as t o  what happened? 

A.  Now? 

Q. No, your impressions a t  t h e  t i m e .  

A. I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  r e a l i z e  what was going on u n t i l  
l a t e r  when I found o u t  about it. I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  t h i n k  
t o o  much of it a t  t h e  time. 

Q. W e  have had wi tnesses  who t o l d  us  o f  indiscr im-
i n a t e  k i l l i n g ,  t h e  t roops  moving through and k i l l i n g  every-
one they saw, and t h a t  they thought t h e  men of  t h e  company 
had g o t t e n  o u t  of c o n t r o l .  I g a t h e r  from your s ta tement  
t h a t  you d i d n ' t  have t h a t  impression a t  a l l ,  a t  t h e  time? 

A. A t  t h e  t ime I d i d n ' t ,  bu t  when I t h i n k  back 
about it, a l l  t h e  f i r i n g  t h a t  was going on and I d i d n ' t  
hear  no o rde r s  t o  s t o p  o r  nothing.  

Q You d i d  hear  a l o t  of f i r i n g ,  and t h e r e  was no 
enemy r e s i s t a n c e ?  

A.  There was no enemy r e s i s t a n c e .  

Q .  Did you wonder about t h a t  a t  t h e  time? Why 
they were f i r i n g  and what they were shoot ing a t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  I d id .  I was kind of sca red ,  too .  I 
f igured  t h a t  maybe they had found something and maybe t h e r e  
was somebody over  t h e r e ,  but  a s  f a r  a s  I can r e c a l l ,  myself 
o r  anybody i n  t h e  second squad, we d i d n ' t  r e c e i v e  no f i r e .  

Q Now, l a t e r  on,  d i d  you t a l k  t o  your buddies 
about what happened t h a t  day? That n i g h t ,  f o r  example, 
o r  l a t e r  on when 
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you g o t  back t o  Landing Zone D o t t i e ,  d i d  you d i s c u s s  t h e  
even t s  of  t h e  morning? 

A. Not t o o  much t h a t  I can remember. 

Q. Do you remember any p a r t i c u l a r  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  
events  of  t h a t  morning? 

A. J u s t  one. CARTER. I c o u l d n ' t  say t h a t  he sho t  
himself on purpose o r  t h a t  it w a s  an acc iden t .  I had 
heard l a t e r  on t h a t  day t h a t  he w a s  wounded i n  t h e  f o o t  
and they  had t o  t a k e  him ou t  by h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q There was some t a l k  about t h a t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. I th ink  you a r e  aware of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  
event ,  where q u i t e  a number of Vietnamzse people were 
k i l l e d ,  w a s  n o t  t h e  s u b j e c t  of  an o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t  t h a t  
reached Saigon o r  reached t h e  Department of  t h e  Army, a t  
t h e  t ime. I t  wasn ' t  u n t i l  a yea r  a f te rwards  t h a t  t h e  
Headquarters of t h e  Army and t h e  Department of Defense 
rece ived  a r e p o r t  conta in ing  any information about t h i s  
i n c i d e n t .  Do you have any i d e a  why t h i s  ma t t e r  was n o t  
r epor ted  a t  t h e  time? 

A .  No, I do no t .  

Q Did you g e t  t h e  impression t h a t  t h e  men of t h e  
company d i d n ' t  want t o  t a l k  about it, maybe f e l t  ashamed 
of i t ?  

A .  Not too  many people d i d  t a l k  about it, from 
what I can remember. I went t o ,  I b e l i e v e  it was a f t e r  
t h a t ,  I went t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  f o r  an opera t ion ,  then  I went 
t o  Cam Ranh Bay, and came back, and went t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  
again when I went on R&R,  and went home. 

Q. Have you kep t  i n  touch with any of  your f r i e n d s  
i n  t h e  company? 

A. I wrote a couple of le t ters ,  b u t  never received 
any answers, and I t a l k e d  t o  Al len  BOYCE from N e w  Je r sey  
one t i m e .  
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Q - Did you t a l k  about  t h a t  morning a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, j u s t ,  "How are you doing?" 

Q - Oh, t h a t  k i n d  of t h i n g .  

COL FRANKLIN: Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  morn-
i n g  o f  16 March? Were you s i t t i n g  f o r  a long  t i m e  a t  any 
one p l a c e ,  t o  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  o r  j u s t  moving a long  
and look ing  around? 

A.  Well,  w e  sa t  a t  one p l a c e  t h e r e  f o r  q u i t e  
a whi le  when w e  were on f l a n k  s e c u r i t y .  

Q What I ' m  g e t t i n g  a t ,  you landed about  0730 i n  t h e  
morning. You wa i t ed  f o r  your  second l i f t  t o  come i n ,  l e t ' s  
say  a t  0800. You s t a r t e d  th rough  t h e  v i l l a g e  and you 
estimate 30 t o  60  minutes  t o  go through t h e  v i l l a g e .  Tha t  
would p u t  us a t  0900, a t  t h e  l a tes t .  You went t o  your  f l a n k  
s e c u r i t y  p o s i t i o n  and a te  lunch probably around 1130. You 31 
t h i n k  you were i n  t h a t  f l a n k  s e c u r i t y  p o s i t i o n  f o r  2 hou r s ,  a 
s i t t i n g  around,  o r  do you t h i n k  you took  l o n g e r  t o  go th rough  CV 

t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t  might have t aken  l o n g e r  t o  go th rough  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  I c a n ' t  be p o s i t i v e ,  e x a c t l y ,  of  t h e  t i m e .  

Q How w e r e  you moving when you went t h rough  
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  W e  were on l i n e ,  sir. 

Q You were on l i n e ,  you and MAPLES w i t h  t h e  , 

machinegun? 

A. Y e s ,  b u t  I w a s  walking r i g h t  behind him. 

Q Were you s topp ing?  Were you look ing  i n t o  t h e  
hootches?  Were you look ing  i n  t h e s e  r o o t  ce l lars ,  t h e s e  
bunkers?  

A. The machinegunner and t h e  a s s i s t a n t  machinegunner 
do  n o t  do t h i s ,  sir.  I t ' s  j u s t  mainly t h e  r i f l e m e n  t h a t  do 
t h i s ,  because I had s o  much weight  on m e ,  t h e  machinegun 
ammo and s t u f f .  
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Q *  So what were you doing? These o t h e r  guys -- a r e  
they doing t h a t ?  

A. Yes, they were. 

Q- What d i d  you do? What d i d  you do wi th  t h e  
machinegun? 

A. I was j u s t  t o  be t h e r e  wi th  MAPLES. 

Q- J u s t  wa i t ing  f o r  them t o  sea rch  o u t  s t u f f ?  Were 
you covering? 

A. We waited around f o r  them t o  check everyth ing  ou t  
and moved on a l i t t l e  f a r t h e r  wi th  them. We came t o  a 
c l e a r i n g ,  it wasn ' t  e x a c t l y  a c l e a r i n g .  There was a c l e a r i n g  
out  i n  f r o n t  of us where we stopped f o r ,  I c a n ' t  say how 
long, bu t  t h a t ' s  when we seen a  man running ac ross  t h e  r i c e  
paddy t o  another  hu t .  Everybody t h a t  was t h e r e  was f i r i n g  
a t  him, because he wouldn ' t s t o p .  

MR WEST: M r .  BERGTHOLD, can you th ink  of anything t h a t  you 
would l i k e  t o  t e l l  us?  Do you have any s ta tement  t h a t  you 
would l i k e  t o  make before  we complete t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ?  
Anything a t  a l l  t h a t  might h e l p  us i n  our  inqu i ry?  

A. I have t o l d  M r .  THOMPSON from t h e  C I D  everyth ing  
I know. 

MR WEST: A f t e r  leaving  h e r e ,  i f  you do th ink  of anything 
t h a t  you th ink  might h e l p  u s ,  i f  you run across  any l e t t e r s  
t h a t  you wrote home, any photographs o r  documents, we would 
apprec ia te  hear ing  from you. 

We a r e  going t o  r ecess  h e r e  i n  a moment. After-
wards we would l i k e  t o  have you t a l k  t o  e i t h e r  Colonel 
PATTERSON o r  Colonel W I L S O N ,  who w i l l  show you some photo- 
graphs and some documents and ask you a few more ques t ions .  

The hear ing  w i l l  be recessed .  

h he hea r ing  recessed  a t  1020 hours ,  2 
January 1970. ) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1045 hours ,  2 
January 19 70 .) 
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LTC PATTERSON: I would l i k e  t o  remind you t h a t  you a r e  
s t i l l  under o a t h  and t h e  provis ions  and t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
rece ived  e a r l i e r  s t i l l  apply. Do you have any ques t ions  
about your r i g h t s  o r  what you a r e  doing here? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. What I would l i k e  t o  do i s  ask you a few 
ques t ions  and then show you a few photographs and s e e  i f  
poss ib ly  we can i d e n t i f y  t h e  l o c a t i o n s ,  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  o r  
p laces  where you might have seen events  on t h e  morning of 
1 6  March 1968. 

F i r s t ,  I would l i k e  t o  ask you a couple of 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  ques t ions .  

When were you assigned t o  C/1/20 I n f a n t r y ?  

Approximately t h e  end of Apr i l  1967. 

Q. And t h a t  was i n ?  

A. Hawaii, Schof i e l d  Barracks.  

Q Did you go through a t r a i n i n g  program with C 
Company? 

A. Yes, I d id .  

Q . Do you remember approximately how long t h a t  
t r a i n i n g  pe r iod  was? 

A.  The whole t ime t h a t  I was i n  Hawaii w a s  
approximately 8 montl-~s . 

Q The u n i t  deployed t o  Vietnam on 1 December, 
is  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A.  I t  was 1 December. 

Q. And you were i n  a t r a i n i n g  program f o r  t h e  
whoie per iod  you joined u n t i l  t h e  time you a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam? 

A.  Yes, except  f o r  t h e  time I w a s  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  
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Q I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  t r y  and r e c a l l  t h a t  
t r a i n i n g  i f  you can. What w a s  going on i n  C Company be-
tween A p r i l  and December 6 7 ?  Who were t h e  people t h a t  were 
involved i n  t h e  t r a i n i n g ?  I f  you can t h i n k  back on t h i s ,  
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  do you remember a l o t  of people coming i n  
and being ass igned t o  your company and depar t ing  and 
leaving  your company f o r  o t h e r  assignments? 

A. Y e s ,  t h e r e  w a s .  We had g o t  q u i t e  a few re -
placements and some of  t h e  people t h e r e  were ready t o  
leave  t h e  s e r v i c e  and d i d n ' t  have enough time l e f t  t o  go t o  
Vietnam. 

Q So they were t r a n s f e r r e d  ou t?  

A. Y e s ,  they were. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any of your b u d d i e s - t h a t  you go t  
t o  know i n  t h e  Apr i l  t o  J u l y  t ime frame reass igned t o  
Vietnam? Levied out?  

A. No. 

Q. Most of t h e  people t h a t  you s t a r t e d  t o  t r a i n  
with then  continued on wi th  you and went t o  Vietnam w i t h  
you? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- I n  o t h e r  words you might say t h e r e  was a l o t  of  
turbulence  a s  f a r  a s  people i n  C Company? 

A.  No, t h e r e  wasn ' t .  

Q. I n  r e fe rence  t o  t r a i n i n g ,  I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  
p r imar i ly  i n  any t r a i n i n g  t h a t  w a s  given concerning t h e  
Geneva Convention, r u l e s  of  engagement, handl ing of  p r i s o n e r s  
of war, c i v i l i a n s ,  and d e t a i n e e s .  Do you r e c a l l  any of t h i s  
t r a i n i n g  and could you e l a b o r a t e  on i t ?  

A. Yes, I do. I t  w a s  mainly classroom t r a i n i n g ,  a 
l o t  of f i l m s .  I ' m  n o t  too  s u r e  i f  we d i d  any p r i s o n e r  
handl ing o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o r  no t  dur ing  t h e  t r a i n i n g .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  approximately when t h i s  t r a i n i n g  
was conducted? Can you p inpo in t  it t o  a month dur ing  t h a t  
per iod? 
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A. No, I c a n ' t .  

Q- Based on your  own r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  what are t h e  
procedures  f o r  hand l ing  d e t a i n e e s  o r  c a p t u r i n g  s u s p e c t s  
o r  hand l ing  p r i s o n e r s  o f  w a r .  

A. When w e  run a c r o s s  somebody t h a t  looked o f  
m i l i t a r y  age ,  we asked them f o r  I D ' S ,  and i f  t h e y  do n o t  
have i t ,  w e  w i l l  t a k e  them t o  t h e  o f f i ce r - in -cha rge  who 
w i l l  i n  t u r n  t a k e  him t o  t h e  company commander where 
t h e r e  w i l l  be an i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q Are t h e  procedures  d i f f e r e n t  f o r  pe r sonne l
t h a t  are n o t  o f  m i l i t a r y  age? 

A. Sometimes, y e s .  I t  a l l  depends on t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  
I f  you f i n d  somebody o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  a l l  by themselves ,  
sometimes you c a n ' t  r e a l l y  t e l l  how o l d  a  person i s .  I f  t hey  
do have ID, sometimes you s t i l l  t a k e  them i n  f o r  q u e s t i o n i n g .  Q 

[*1 

Q* 
04I f  you p u t  y o u r s e l f  i n  a h o s t i l e  environment and 

you s e e  someone a t  some d i s t a n c e ,  what a c t i o n s  do you a s  a 
s o l d i e r  t a k e  t o  apprehend o r  c a p t u r e  o r  g e t  t h i s  man 
under your  custody? Not on ly  men, b u t  anybody under your  3 
custody? N 

A. S t a r t  o u t  by t e l l i n g  somebody t h a t  h e  i s  o u t  
t h e r e ,  t h e  squad l e a d e r  o r  t h e  f i r e  team l e a d e r ,  and q e t  
it organized  where you can have s e c u r i t y .  Then a couple  
o f  people  would go o u t  t o  p i c k  t h i s  person up. 

Q- Okay, suppose you and t h e  people  w e r e  go ing  t o  ' 
p i c k  him up. How a r e  you going t o  g e t  him under your  con-
t r o l ?  

A. Walk o u t  t h e r e  and ask  him f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
and t e l l  him t o  come a long .  

Q. How do you do t h i s  w i t h  a f o r e i g n  n a t i o n a l  o r  
somebody who doesn t speak your  language? 

A .  The Vietnamese language- - i t  w a s  " l a i  day,  "- I 
b e l i e v e .  

Q. Which meant what? 
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Q* I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  t r y  and r e c a l l  t h a t  
t r a i n i n g  i f  you can. What was going on i n  C Company be-
tween A p r i l  and December 67?  Who were t h e  people t h a t  were 
involved i n  t h e  t r a i n i n g ?  I f  you can t h i n k  back on t h i s ,  
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  do you remember a l o t  of people coming i n  
and being ass igned t o  your company and depar t ing  and 
leaving  your company f o r  o t h e r  assignments? 

A. Y e s ,  t h e r e  was. We had g o t  q u i t e  a few re -
placements and some of the  people t h e r e  were ready t o  
leave  t h e  s e r v i c e  and d i d n ' t  have enough time l e f t  t o  go t o  
Vietnam. 

Q So they were t r a n s f e r r e d  o u t ?  

A. Yes, they were. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any of your buddies t h a t  you g o t  
t o  know i n  t h e  Apr i l  t o  J u l y  t ime frame reass igned t o  
Vietnam? Levied out?  

A. No. 

Q Most of t h e  people t h a t  you s t a r t e d  t o  t r a i n  
with then  continued on with you and went t o  Vietnam with 
you? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- I n  o t h e r  words you might say t h e r e  was a l o t  of  
turbulence  a s  far  a s  people i n  C Company? 

A. No, t h e r e  wasn ' t .  

Q. I n  r e fe rence  t o  t r a i n i n g ,  I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  
p r imar i ly  i n  any t r a i n i n g  t h a t  w a s  given concerning t h e  
Geneva Convention, r u l e s  of  engagement, handl ing of p r i soners  
of war, c i v i l i a n s ,  and de ta inees .  Do you r e c a l l  any of t h i s  
t r a i n i n g  and could you e l a b o r a t e  on i t ?  

A.' Yes, I do. I t  was mainly classroom t r a i n i n g ,  a 
l o t  of f i l m s .  I ' m  n o t  too  s u r e  i f  we d i d  any p r i s o n e r  
handl ing o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o r  no t  dur ing  t h e  t r a i n i n g .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  approximately when t h i s  t r a i n i n g  
was conducted? Can you p inpo in t  it t o  a month dur ing  t h a t  
per iod? 
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A. No, I c a n ' t .  

Q. Based on your  own r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  what a r e  t h e  
procedures  f o r  hand l ing  d e t a i n e e s  o r  c a p t u r i n g  s u s p e c t s  
o r  hand l ing  p r i s o n e r s  o f  war. 

A. When we run a c r o s s  somebody t h a t  looked o f  
m i l i t a r y  age ,  w e  asked them f o r  I D ' S ,  and i f  t h e y  do n o t  
have it, w e  w i l l  t a k e  them t o  t h e  o f f i ce r - in -cha rge  who 
w i l l  i n  t u r n  t a k e  him t o  t h e  company commander where 
t h e r e  w i l l  be  an i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q A r e  t h e  procedures  d i f f e r e n t  f o r  pe r sonne l
t h a t  are n o t  of  m i l i t a r y  age? 

A .  Sometimes, y e s .  I t  a l l  depends on t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  
I f  you f i n d  somebody o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  a l l  by themselves ,  
sometimes you c a n ' t  r e a l l y  t e l l  how o l d  a person is .  I f  t hey  
do have I D ,  sometimes you s t i l l  t a k e  them i n  f o r  q u e s t i o n i n g .  CQ .m 
Q. 

fiI f  you p u t  y o u r s e l f  i n  a h o s t i l e  environment and 
you s e e  someone a t  some d i s t a n c e ,  what a c t i o n s  do you as a 
s o l d i e r  t a k e  t o  apprehend o r  c a p t u r e  o r  g e t  t h i s  man 
under your  custody? Not on ly  men, b u t  anybody under your  3 
custody? 0.l 

A .  S t a r t  o u t  by t e l l i n g  somebody t h a t  h e  i s  o u t  
t h e r e ,  t h e  squad l e a d e r  o r  t h e  f i r e  team l e a d e r ,  and q e t  
it organized  where you can have s e c u r i t y .  Then a couple  
o f  people  would go o u t  t o  p i c k  t h i s  person up. 

Q- Okay, suppose you and t h e  people  w e r e  go ing  t o  ' 
p i c k  him up. How a r e  you going t o  g e t  him under your  con-
t r o l ?  

A .  Walk o u t  t h e r e  and ask  him f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
and t e l l  him t o  come a long .  

Q - How do you do t h i s  w i t h  a f o r e i g n  n a t i o n a l  o r  
somebody who d o e s n ' t  speak your  language? 

A .  The Vietnamese language-- i t  was " l a i  day,  " .  I 
b e l i e v e .  

Q - Which meant what? 
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A. Come with me. 

Q Okay, suppose t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  was moving away
from you? 

A .  The f i r s t  t h i n g  I would do i s  f i r e  a s h o t  over  
t h e  pe r son ' s  head t o  s e e  i f  t h i s  person w i l l  s t o p .  
I f  t h e  person s t a r t e d  running I probably would shoo t  him. 

Q. To k i l l ?  

A .  No, I would shoot  him i n  t h e  l e g s  t o  s t o p  him. 

Q- Why? 

A. H e  might be person with a l o t  of informat ion ,  
enemy caches and th ings  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q I n  o t h e r  words, y o u ' r e  sayiqg  a  l i v e  suspec t
i s  b e t t e r  than  a  dead one? 

A. Yes. 

Q • Do you r e c a l l  what t h e  Vietnamese words a r e  t o  
i n d i c a t e  t o  an i n d i v i d u a l  t o  h a l t ?  

A. "Dung l a i .  I' 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  any t r a i n i n g  t h a t  you rece ived  
on t h e s e  s u b j e c t s  t h a t  w e  have j u s t  d iscussed  a f t e r  your 
a r r i v a l  i n  Vietnam? 

A. No, I do not .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  any i n s t r u c t i o n  on 
t h e s e  t h i n g s  a t  any t ime i n  Vietnam? 

A.  Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q. I would l i k e  t o  show you two e x h i b i t s  and ask 
you f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  The f i r s t  i s  Exh ib i t  M-2.  A 
card  e n t i t l e d  "Nine Rules." Have you ever  seen  t h i s  card? 

A. Not t h a t  I can remember, sir.  

Q. Does t h e  term "Nine Rules" mean anything t o  you? 
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A.  No, sir. 

Q You do no t  r e c a l l  eve r  being i s sued  o r  see ing  
t h a t  card? 

A .  No, s ir .  

Q - Exhib i t  M - 3  i s  another  card  e n t i t l e d  "Enemy
i n  Your Hands." Have you ever  seen o r  been i s sued  t h a t  card? 

A.  No, sir.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any such cards  o r  any cards?  

A .  The Geneva Convention card.  

Q Which is  what? D o  you remember t h a t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  s ir .  

Q Do you remember what i t ' s  used f o r ?  

A. The Geneva Conventions a r e  used f o r  p r i s o n e r s  
of  w a r ,  how they  should be t r e a t e d .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any 
more. 

Q Is it a colored  card  with w r i t i n g  on it such a s  
t h e  two I have shown you? 

A. I t h i n k  it w a s  gold and white ,  sir.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  being i s sued  a Geneva Convention 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  card  which has nothing bu t  your name, rank,  
and s e r i a l  number on i t ?  

A .  There w a s  some people t h a t  had them, b u t  I d i d  
n o t  have one. 

Q This  card ,  which you r e f e r r e d  t o  as gold with 
some w r i t i n g  on how t o  t r e a t  p r i s o n e r s  of w a r ,  was s e p a r a t e  
and d i s t i n c t  from t h e  I D  card? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q And it i s  s e p a r a t e  and d i s t i n c t  from t h e s e  
cards?  
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A * .  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. ' Do you s t i l l  r e t a i n  a copy o f  t h a t  i n  your 
w a l l e t  o r  i n  your f i l e s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  s o ,  s i r .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  r ece iv ing  any t r a i n i n g  on t h e s e  
s u b j e c t s  dur ing  your m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  o t h e r  than  i n  Hawaii? 
I ' m  speaking now of your b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  o r  i n d i v i d u a l  
t r a i n i n g ?  

A. I might have, s i r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q- How about t r a i n i n g  on t h e  l e g a l i t y  o f  o r d e r s ,  a s  
t o  whether you, a s  an e n l i s t e d  man, have t o  obey a l l  o rde r s  
from o f f i c e r s  o r  noncommissioned o f f i c e r s  r e g a r d l e s s  of 
whether o r  n o t  you f e e l  t h a t  they  a r e  l e g a l l y  j u s t i f i e d .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  we were t o l d  t o  dr, what w e  were ordered 
t o  do, .and i f  we thought it w a s  wrong, t o  go through t h e  chain  
of command t o  t h e  proper  a u t h o r i t y .  

Q. Then you understood i n  your own mind t h a t  b l i n d  
a l l e g i a n c e  o r  b l i n d  obeying of o r d e r s  w a s  n o t  requi red?  

A. Do you mean t h a t  you d o n ' t  have t o  do i t ?  

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, when an o f f i c e r  gave you an 
o r d e r  t h a t  you knew was i n  v i o l a t i o n  of some l a r g e  
o rde r  o r  law of war o r  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  
of America, would you b l i n d l y  obey t h a t  order?  

A. I b e l i e v e  I would, sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  r ece iv ing  any t r a i n i n g  along these  
l i n e s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  it w a s  t r a i n i n g  o r  n o t ,  s i r ,  bu t  
w e  were t o l d  t h a t  whenever an o f f i c e r  o r  a noncommissioned 
o f f i c e r  t o l d  us what t o  do, gave us  an o r d e r ,  t o  do it and i f  
'we thought it w a s  wrong, t o  j u s t  go r i g h t  through t h e  chain o f  
command and t e l l  them. 
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Q .  Where would be t h e  f i rs t  s t o p  i n  t h e  chain  of 
command t h a t  you a s  an i n d i v i d u a l  would go t o ?  

A. I t  would be my f i r e  team leader .  

Q What o t h e r  chain of command d i d  you have 
access  t o  a s  a s o l d i e r  o t h e r  than  through t h e  normal 
chain  of command? 

A. None t h a t  I can remember. I was always t o l d  
t o  go through my f i r e  team l e a d e r .  I f  I d i d n ' t  have 
a f i r e  team l e a d e r ,  I would go r i g h t  t o  t h e  squad l e a d e r  
who i n  t u r n  would go through t h e  platoon l e a d e r  and t h e  
company commander. 

Q What about t h e  IG? 

A. We s t i l l  would have t o  go through t h e  chain  of 
command. 

Q But you d i d  have access  t o  t h e  IG? 

A. yes ,  s i r .  

Q. Did you have access  t o  t h e  chapla in?  

A. yes ,  s i r .  

Q .  Are t h e r e  any o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  you knew 
of t h a t  you could have access  t o  without  expla in ing  each 
and every t h i n g  t o  t h e  f ire team l e a d e r ,  t h e  squad l e a d e r ,  
t h e  platoon l e a d e r  a r ~ ds o  on? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q Do you remember -- I d o n ' t  know i f  it g o t  on 
t h e  record  -- r ece iv ing  any t r a i n i n g  along t h e  l i n e s  o f  
t h e  Geneva Conventions, p r i s o n e r s  of war, d e t a i n e e s ,  i n  
your b a s i c  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can remember, sir. 

Q The f i r s t  t ime you r e c a l l  r ece iv ing  i t . t h e n  
i s  i n  Hawaii? 

A. Yes, s ir .  
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LTC PATTERSON: I would l i k e  t o  t u r n  your a t t e n t i o n  now 
t o  t h e  a e r i a l  photo (Exh ib i t  P-1, l a t e r  r ece ived  i n  
evidence with annota t ions  a s  Exh ib i t  P-132) which w i l l  
be subsequent ly en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  as an e x h i b i t  f o r  
t h e s e  proceedings.  I would l i k e  t o  o r i e n t  you a t  t h i s  
time on t h i s  a e r i a l  photo using MAP-4. We w i l l  r ecess  
a t  t h i s  t i m e  f o r  t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1100 hours ,  2 
January 1970 . )  

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1105 hours ,  2 
January 19 70. ) 

LTC PATTERSON: I would l i k e  t o  remind you t h a t  you a r e  
s t i l l  under oa th .  

Now, I would l i k e  t o  g ive  you some photographs,  
Exh ib i t s  P-2 through P-25 and P-56 through P-70 and ask 
you i f  you can i d e n t i f y  people,  p l a c e s ,  o r  t h i n g s  on t h i s  
a e r i a l  photograph which I ' m  going t o  in t roduce  a s  an 
e x h i b i t  . 

Do you f e e l  t h a t  you a r e  o r i e n t e d  on t h e  
photograph placed before  you? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do yoy recognize t h e  a r e a  t h a t  i s  on t h e  photo- 
graph? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. What do you recognize it as?  

A. My La i  ( 4 )  . 
LTC PATTERSON: If you w i l l  t a k e  t h e s e  photographs and 
look a t  them and s tudy them, t h e  ones t h a t  d o n ' t  mean 
anything t o  you o r  i f  you c a n ' t  i d e n t i f y  people,  p l aces ,  o r  
t h i n g s ,  pu t  them t o  one s i d e .  The ones t h a t  you do recog- 
n i z e  something o r  someone put  them i n  another  s t a c k  and 
then  we w i l l  go through them a f t e r  you have done a l l  of 
t h i s  f o r  t h e  record .  

A t  t h i s  t i m e  we w i l l  r e c e s s  and g ive  you a 
chance t o  s tudy t h e s e  photographs and we w i l l  reconvene 
when you have accomplished t h i s  t a s k .  
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The hea r ing  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  time. 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1107 hours ,  2 
January 1970. ) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1117 hours ,  2 
January 1970. ) 

LTC PATTERSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

I would l i k e  t o  remind you t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  
under oa th .  Do you understand t h e  l e g a l  p rov i s ions  as 
previous ly  d iscussed?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Okay. L e t ' s  go t o  1 6  March 1968 and t r y  t o  
t r a c e  your i n d i v i d u a l  movement through My Lai  ( 4 )  dur ing  
t h e  morning hours.  F i r s t ,  would you p o i n t  o u t  on t h e  
a e r i a l  photograph where you landed, where you g o t  o f f  
of your chopper on t h e  morning of 1 6  March? 

A.  I would say t h e  approximate l o c a t i o n  i s  r i g h t  i n  
he re .  

Q The wi tness  i s  po in t ing  t o  an a r e a  due w e s t  
o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  approximately 50 meters away. Is t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. I would say between 50 and 100 meters.  

Q. I ' l l  mark t h i s  p o s i t i o n  1. Does t h a t  agree  
w i t h  you where I marked i t ?  

A .  Yes, s ir .  

Q. We w i l l  c a l l  t h i s  t h e  approximate land-
i n g  p o s i t i o n  on 1 6  March. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q From t h a t  p o s i t i o n ,  do you r e c a l l  where you 
went from t h e r e  a f t e r  your landing? 

A. We moved up a l i t t l e  b i t  and formed up. 
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Q Moved up i n  which d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. Toward t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q =  J u s t  i n d i c a t e  where on t h e  map and, i f  p o s s i b l e ,  
r a t h e r  than  up o r  down o r  t h i s  way o r  t h a t  way, i f  you could 
use e a s t  and west i n  r e fe rence ,  it would he lp .  

You say you moved up towards t h e  v i l l a g e .  Can 
you recognize where you went from p o s i t i o n  1 and p o i n t  it 
ou t?  

A. We s t a r t e d  moving e a s t  through t h e  v i l l a g e .  
T h a t ' s  when I encountered t h i s  man who was s h o t  i n  both l e g s .  

Q - Can you pick o u t  o r  remember anything about t h e  
bu i ld ings  o r  t h e  hedgerows o r  t h e  genera l  conf igura t ion  
of t h e  compartments wi th in  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

(The witness  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  l o c a t i o n  on t h e  enlarged 
ske tch  of t h e  v i l l a g e  .) 

When you en te red  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  you g e t  on a 
t r a i l  almost immediately, o r  d i d  you go across  compartments? 

A. J u s t  a t r a i l  t h a t  was on t h e  o u t s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
y e s ,  t hen  we crossed  t h a t  t r a i l  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  -- south.  

Q. This  w a s  a t r a i l  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
and you crossed  t h a t  t r a i l  and went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  south 
ac ross  compartments somewhere i n  t h i s  a r e a  here?  

A. Yes. 

LTC PATTERSON: L e t ' s  mark t h a t  a s  p o s i t i o n  2 .  The a r e a  t h a t  
you poin ted  t o  i s  r i g h t  here .  What i s  t h a t  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. That i s  where I encountered a man who had been s h o t  
i n  both l e g s .  

Q. Was t h i s  a Vietnamese o r  an American? 

A. Vietnamese. 

Q. Encountered ~ i e t n a m e s eman s h o t  i n  both 
l egs .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Th is  i s  marked as p o s i t i o n  2 .  Then from 
t h e r e  where d i d  you go? 

A. Moved on th rough  t h e  v i l l a g e  some more t o  t h e  
east. I t h i n k  it was somewhere i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  f a r  
wes t e rn  edge o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e )  and s e t  up f l a n k  s e c u r i t y .  
W e  cou ld  see t h e  r i c e  paddies  o u t  i n  f r o n t  of  u s .  

Q. And what w a s  t h i s  f l a n k  s e c u r i t y  se t  up f o r ?  

A .  They t o l d  us  t o  se t  up f l a n k  s e c u r i t y  w h i l e ,  I 
d i d n ' t  know e x a c t l y  why, b u t  from w h a t  I could  f i g u r e  o u t ,  
t hey  wanted t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  some people .  

Q Do you know approximately  what t i m e  t h i s  was? 

A. I t  w a s  j u s t  b e f o r e  luncht ime,  sir.  

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, you moved from p o s i t i o n  2 t o  
p o s i t i o n  3 i n  a g e n e r a l l y  e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
2t 

Q And you d i d n ' t  go back and f o r t h  n o r t h  and s o u t h  OI 
b u t  you moved r i g h t  s t r a i g h t  through.  So, i f  w e  drew an 
arrow from p o i n t  2 t o  p o i n t  3 ,  would t h a t  be approximately  your  
r o u t e  o f  movement? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Is t h e r e  any th ing  between p o i n t  2 and 3 t h a t  you 
r e c a l l ?  Were t h e r e  any i n s t a n c e s ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h e r e  w a s  one,  s i r .  I ' d  s ay  about  100 meters 
east  o f  p o i n t  2 where I ' d  f i rs t  seen  a man g e t  s h o t ,  t h e n  a 
woman and a couple  o f  k i d s .  

Q.  A t  p o s i t i o n  4 .  Is t h a t  t h e  r i g h t  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. Approximately. 

Q You s a w  a man -- Vietnamese? 
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A. Yes. A man was shot and brought out, and a 
woman and two or three children. They were also shot. 

Q- By whom? 

A. An American soldier. 

Q Do you know who that American soldier was? 

A. I can't recall, sir. 

Q Would you recognize him? 

A. I think I would, sir. 

Q Have you seen him in any of the pictures? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. We will mark this position 4. Okay, do 
you recall anything else there? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you recall where you ate lunch? 

A. It was at position 3, sir. 

Q. From the best I can determine, all you can recall 
is these two instances here, position 2 and 4 and lunch at 
position 3? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is that correct? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- Did you see any concentration of bodies or dead 
Vietnamese anywhere else in the village that you can pinpoint? 

A. No, sir. 
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Q L e t ' s  t a k e  t h e s e  photos t h a t  you have l a i d  
a s i d e  as having been a b l e  t o  recognize i n  some manner and 
l e t ' s  see i f  w e  can i d e n t i f y  any of those people o r  t h e  
p o s i t i o n s  on t h a t  photograph. 

.What do you recognize i n  photo 3 (Exh ib i t  P - 3 ) ?  

I th ink  t h i s  i s  Sergeant  PHU, an i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q. The man on t h e  l e f t  i n  t h e  s o l d i e r ' s  garb is  
Sergeant  PHU. What w e r e  h i s  d u t i e s ?  Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. H e  w a s  an i n t e r p r e t e r  f o r  C Company. 

8 D o  you recognize t h e  Vietnamese on t h e  r i g h t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. The a r e a  of t h e  hootch? Do you remember see ing  
t h a t  scene? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir.  

Q The next  photo i s  Exh ib i t  P-6. 

A. I recognize CARTER. 

Q Lying on h i s  back with h i s  f o o t  in ju red?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. And who e l s e ?  

A. I can t e l l  by t h e  headband on t h i s , h e l m e t  h e r e  
t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  company's medic, FLORES. 

Q Can you read  what it says  on t h e  headband of t h e  
person leaning  over  CARTER? 

Q. And t h a t  j i b e s  wi th  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  as being 
FLORES? 

A. The company medic. 
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Q- How about  t h e  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  photo? 

A. Th is  one h e r e  looks  l i k e  A l l en  BOYCE. 

Q - Can you r e a d  what it s a y s  on h i s  helmet?  

A. J e r s e y .  

Q Do you remember h i s  helmet  hav ing  t h a t  on? 

A .  I t h i n k  s o ,  b u t  I a m  n o t  p o s i t i v e .  

Q - What i s  t h a t  i n  h i s  headband? 

A. I t ' s  p o s s i b l y  a m i r r o r  t u r n e d  around. 

Q The man on t h e  f a r  r i g h t ,  upper  r e a r  r i g h t  c o r n e r ,  
i s  i d e n t i f i e d  as BOYCE. How about anyone e l s e ?  

A. This  could p o s s i b l y  be Se rgean t  MITCHELL, b u t  I 
cannot  s ay  fox  s u r e  from t h e  back. 

Q Do you r ecogn ize  what is  i n  h i s  headband? 

A. I t  i s  a c a r d  of a joker .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  i f  he  used t o  have t h a t  i n  h i s  
helmet?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Can you recognize  anyone e l s e ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. About t h e  nametag on t h a t  f l a k  v e s t ?  Can you 
read anyth ing  on t h e r e ?  

A. That  i s  a p l a c e  f o r  t h r e e  b u l l e t s .  

Q Did you see t h i s  scene  on t h e  morning of  16 March 
1968? 

A. I d i d  no t .  

Q Who do you r ecogn ize  i n  E x h i b i t  P-7? 
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A. CARTER . 
Q - .  O n  t h e  l e f t ?  

A. . Y e s .  T h a t  i s  a l l .  

Q W h a t  i s  t h a t  on t he  h e l m e t  of t h e  m a n  ho ld ing  
CARTER'S leg?  . 

A. R-E-N-N-A. 

Q. C o u l d  t h a t  R be a P? 

A. Y e s ,  sir .  

Q. What does P-E-N-N-A s t and  for? 

A. P e n n s y l v a n i a ?  

Q Do you k n o w  w h o  used t o  have t h a t  on h i s  h e l m e t ?  

( W i t n e s s  shakes head i n  the  n e g a t i v e )  . 
How about t h i s  man?  

A .  T h a t  could be S e r g e a n t  MITCHELL, s ir ,  b u t  I a m  
n o t  posi t ive .  

Q Do you k n o w  WIDMER? 

A. I bel ieve  he w a s  an RTO for t h e  c o m p a n y .  

Q Would you k n o w  h i m  i f  you s a w  h i m ?  

A. Y e s ,  I w o u l d ,  s i r .  

Q D o e s  t h i s  look l i k e  WIDMER? 

A. A l i t t l e  b i t ,  sir.  

iZ E x h i b i t  P - 8  again s h o w s  CARTER be ing  treated.  Do 
you r ecogn ize  anyone i n  t h a t  p i c tu r e?  

A. Y e s ,  I believe t h i s  i s  S e r g e a n t  PHU. 
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Q The man s tanding?  

A. Y e s .  H e  w a s  t h e  company i n t e r p r e t e r .  This i s  
CARTER s i t t i n g  wi th  a wounded f o o t .  

Q. Who is  a t t end ing  him? 

A. The company medic. 

Q. D o  you recognize t h a t  medic? 

A. FLOR?3S, I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  h i s  name was. This w a s  
MURRAY. H e  w a s  RTO, t h e  company commander's RTO. 

Q. 
r e a r ?  

Standing t o  t h e  r i g h t  of  Captain MEDINA i n  t h e  

A. Y e s .  

Q- Who w a s  s tanding  t o  t h e  r i g h t  of MURRAY? 

A. I d o n ' t  recognize him, sir. 

Q. Would you know MARTIN i f  you s a w  him, o r  STANLEY? 

A. STANLEY I would. 

Q. Who is  t h i s  here?  

A. I b e l i e v e  he w a s  RTO f o r  t h e  forward observer  f o r  
a r t i l l e r y .  

Q. Anyone e l s e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember who t h e  o t h e r  RTO is .  

Q- Do you remember see ing  t h a t  scene with bu i ld ings  
on t h e  r i g h t ?  

A. N o .  

Q =  E x h i b i t  P-9 showing CARTER being c a r r i e d  by t w o  
s o l d i e r s .  

A. This  s o l d i e r  on t h e  l e f t  i s  MAURO. 

Q. And who i s  i n  t h e  c e n t e r ?  
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A. CARTER. 

Q And on the  r i g h t  of t h e  p h o t o ?  

A. WIDMER. 

Q How about any of t h e  ind iv idua l s  i n  t h e  background? 

A. No. 

Q What i s  MAURO carrying i n  h i s  r i g h t  hand? 

A. An M-79 grenade launcher .  

Q Do you recognize t h a t  scene? 

A. No ,  s ir .  

Q E x h i b i t  P-10 s h o w i n g  CARTER w o u n d e d .  

A. CARTER l y i n g  d o w n .  R i g h t  next t o  h i m  i s  t h e  
c o m p a n y  m e d i c .  

Q - Is t h a t  t h e  s a m e  m e d i c  as before? 

A. I 'm p r e t t y  s u r e  it is.  

9 . You t h i n k  t h a t  i s  FLORES? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. O r  CAPEZZA? 

A. Now, I a m  no t  too s u r e .  

Q. D i d  -you k n o w  CAPEZZA? 

A. W e  changed company m e d i c s  a couple of t i m e s .  

Q T h a t ' s  a l l  r i g h t .  Who i s  s tanding on t h e  l e f t ?  
Do you recognize t h a t  ind iv idua l?  

A. N o ,  I do no t .  

Q Do y o u  k n o w  BERNHARDT? 

A. Y e s .  
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Q Would you know him i f  you s a w  him? 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir.  

Q - Does t h a t  look l i k e  BERNHARDT t o  you? 

A. A l i t t l e  b i t .  

Q Why? 

A. When I look a t  it, it does look a l i t t l e  b i t  
l i k e  him. 

Q. Do you recognize t h e  man i n  t h e  background 
leaning  over  CARTER? 

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t ,  sir. 

Q. E x h i b i t  P-11. This i s  a photo of  CARTER being 
c a r r i e d  t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  What w a s  t h e  purpose of t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. T o  evacuate  him t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

Q. Did you see t h i s  scene? 

A. N o ,  I d i d  not .  

Q. D o  you recognize any i n d i v i d u a l s  t h e r e ?  

A. J u s t  CARTER. 

Q • You can i d e n t i f y  him how? 

A. By being c a r r i e d  away. There i s  no boot  on h i s  
l e f t  f o o t .  

Q. Exhib i t  P-12? 

A. This second person from t h e  l e f t  looks l i k e  t h e  
company medic and t h e  person s i t t i n g  up i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
i s  CARTER. 

Q D o  you recognize anybody e l s e ?  

A. N o .  

Q. Did you see t h i s  scene? 
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A .  No, I d i d  no t .  

Q. You d i d  no t  s e e  CARTER being evacuated? 

A.  No. 

Q. E x h i b i t  P-13 showing a group of i n d i v i d u a l s  
s e a t e d  on t h e  ground. 

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  of t h i s  s e r g e a n t ' s  name. 

Q How about t h e  f i r s t  i n d i v i d u a l .  Do you recognize
him? 

A. That i s  a l i e u t e n a n t  who was t h e  forward observer  
f o r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y .  

Q. Was h i s  name ALAUX? 

A.  Yes. 

Q. And t h e  person s i t t i n g  next  t o  him on Lieutenant  
ALAUX's r i g h t  i s  Sergeant  MARONEY? 

A. Yes, he was head of t h e  weapons squad. 

Q. Weapons squad o r  w a s  he mortar platoon? 

A. Mortar o r  weapons platoon.  

Q.  A l l  r i g h t .  The man on Sergeant  MARONEY's  r i g h t ?  

A. That i s  Sergeant  P H U ,  t h e  company i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q.  And t o  Sergeant  P H U ' s  r i g h t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  recognize him. 

Q Is t h e r e  anybody e l s e  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e ?  

A. No. 

Q. How about t h e  man s e a t e d  way i n  t h e  r e a r .  There 
i s  something i n  f r o n t  of h i s  l egs?  
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A. I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

Q Sergeant  FAGAN? 

A. I t  looks a l i t t l e  b i t  l i k e  him. The p i c t u r e  is 
tw s m a l l .  

Q D o  you know where t h i s  p i c t u r e  was taken? Do you
recognize t h e  surrounding t e r r a i n ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  w a s  on t h e  west  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Were you p r e s e n t  when t h e s e  people were gathered 
up t h e r e ?  

A. No, I w a s  not .  

Q. 
photo 

Do you t h i n k  you could p o i n t  
where t h a t  p i c t u r e  was taken? 

it o u t  on t h e  a r e a  

A. It i s  approximately where t h e  t r a i l  comes i n  up 
through t h e  middle of t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q - On t h e  west edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Are you p o s i t i v e  about t h i s ,  o r  a r e  you j u s t  
guessing? 

A. I am n o t  p o s i t i v e ,  s i r .  

Q. Maybe you b e t t e r  n o t  pu t  it down t h e r e ,  then ,  
unless  you can i d e n t i f y  it. 

Q. E x h i b i t  P-16? 

A. This  looks l i k e  t h e  a r e a  i n  which t h e  man and 
woman and two o r  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  were k i l l e d .  

Q.' Did you s e e  t h a t  scene? 

A. Y e s ,  I d i d .  

Q. Can you p o i n t  t h a t  o u t  on t h e  map? 

A. That  w a s  approximately r i g h t  i n  h e r e ,  p o i n t  4 .  
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Q. Near p o s i t i o n  4? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q I ' m  going t o  l a b e l  t h i s  5 i n  green and i n d i c a t e  
Exh ib i t  P-16.  Is t h a t  about r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Did you s e e  t h e s e  people shot?  

A, Y e s ,  I d i d ,  s ir .  

Q But you d o n ' t  know who s h o t  them? 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  it w a s  another  p la toon.  

Q Did you see t h e  b u i l d i n g  s e t  a f i r e ?  

A. N o ,  I d i d  n o t ,  because r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  people 
w e r e  s h o t ,  w e  l e f t .  

Q. E x h i b i t  P-17? 

A. The person s tanding  up i s  Captain MEDINA. 

Q I n d i c a t i n g  t h e  person about s i x t h  from t h e  
r i g h t  s tanding  on a t r a i l  of some s o r t  as Captain MEDINA. 

A. From t h e  r i g h t  t h e  e igh th  person s t and ing  i s  
MURRAY, I b e l i e v e  t h e  RTO. This n i n t h  person over  i s  t h e  
medic. 

Q. Who i s ?  

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  it w a s  FLORES. This  i s  Lieutenant  
ALAUX s i t t i n g  down on t h e  f a r  r i g h t .  Sergeant  MARONEY next  
t o  him, and t h e r e  i s  Sergeant  PHU, t h e  company i n t e r p r e t e r .  
Those a r e  the  only ones t h a t  I recognize.  

Q. DO you recognize t h a t  scene? 

A. N o ,  s i r .  
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Q.. Exhib i t  P-22 showing two s o l d i e r s  and a Vietnamese 
man. 

A. The s o l d i e r  on t h e  le f t -hand s i d e  of t h e  photograph 
is  Sergeant  PHU,  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Was t h e r e  j u s t  one i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. A t  t h i s  time t h a t ' s  a l l  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was. 

Q- How about Sergeant MINH? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember him. 

Q The second from t h e  l e f t ?  

A. That looks l i k e  MEADLO, s ir .  

Q- How about t h e  Vietnamese man? Do you recognize
him o r  t h e  a rea?  

No, sir.  

Q Did you know Lieutenant  JOHNSON? 

A. No, sir .  

Q. Exhib i t  P-23 showing t h r e e  s o l d i e r s  and a group 
of Vietnamese sea ted?  

A. The s o l d i e r  i n  t h e  middle,  I b e l i e v e ,  was Sergeant  
PHU. That i s  t h e  only one t h a t  I recognize i n  t h i s  photograph. 

Q. Do you recognize any of those  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s ?  
Did you s e e  any of  them t h a t  day? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember i f  I d i d  o r  n o t ,  s ir .  

9. How about t h e  loca t ion?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q. E x h i b i t  P-25? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h i s  guy ' s  name he re .  I be l i eve  
he w a s  i n  t h e  2d Platoon. 

Q. Do you recognize t h e  l o c a t i o n ?  
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t, 

A .  No, sir.  

Q. Do you recognize Exh ib i t  P-27? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. Do you recognize ~ x h i b i tP-26? 

A .  S i r ,  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  is  t h e  l a n d i n g  zone t h a t  we 
took o f f  from on March 16. 

Q. Which is  c a l l e d  what? 

A. LZ Dot t i e .  

Q. And how can you i d e n t i f y  i t  as being LZ Dot t ie?  

A. Because of t h e  a r e a ,  it was used as a  landing  CSf 
zone. U)

N 
Q. Do you recognize t h e  c o l o r  of  t h e  s o i l ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I t  looks l i k e  a l o t  of t i r e  t r a c k s  3 
ac ross  it. a 

Q. Exhib i t  P-29? 

A. Where w e  came i n  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s .  

Q How do you recognize t h a t ?  

A. I remember t h i s  p lace  because of t h e  h igh  r i c e  
paddy. A s  I remember, it w a s  q u i t e  high t h a t  day we came i n .  

Q. Was t h e  r i c e  r i p e ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know, sir .  

Q. Do you recognize anything e l s e  o t h e r  than  t h e  
high r i c e  and h e l i c o p t e r s  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  it would i n  f a c t  
be March 1 6 ,  o r  would i n  f a c t  be i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. NO,  sir. 

Q It  could,  I suppose, be any r i c e  paddy with t a l l  
r i c e  then? 
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A .  Yes, s ir .  

E x h i b i t  P-33?Q 

A. This  photograph is t h e  one where t h e  men, women 
and c h i l d r e n  were sho t .  

Q =  Which you previous ly  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  p o s i t i o n  5 on 
t h e  a e r i a l  photo and P-16. We' l l  i n d i c a t e  P-33 as wel l .  Is 
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. E x h i b i t  P-36? 

A. This again  is  CARTER. He i s  l y i n g  down. He i s  
t h e  only one t h a t  I recognize i n  t h i s  photograph. 

Q. E x h i b i t  P-61 shows a group of  s o l d i e r s  c ross ing  
a r i c e  paddy. Do you recognize any of  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s ?  

A. I cannot  say f o r  s u r e ,  sir.  

Q. Do you recognize t h e  t e r r a i n  o r  any t e r r a i n  
f e a t u r e s ?  

A. It looks l i k e  t h e  a r e a  where we l e f t  My Lai  from 
i n  t h e  af te rnoon.  

Q. Can you p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f y  i t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. E x h i b i t  P-6 4? 

A .  The person i n  t h e  middle of t h e  photograph i s  
DELPOIW . 
Q. What is  he ca r ry ing  t h e r e ?  

A .. An M-16 r i f l e .  H e  i s  c a r r y i n g  machinegun ammo and 
a LAW. I knew t h i s  guy, b u t  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of h i s  name. 

Q- SMITH? 

I t h i n k  it i s ,  s ir .  

Do you remember h i s  f i r s t  name? 
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A.  N o ,  s ir .  

Q. D o  you r ecogn ize  t h e  t e r r a i n ?  

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q E x h i b i t  P-6 6? 

A.  The one on t h e  l e f t - h a n d  s i d e  closest i s  Se rgean t  
PHU. The one on t h e  l e f t -hand  s i d e  i n  t h e  rear i s  Se rgean t  
BACON. The f a r  r igh t -hand  s i d e  i s  MURRAY. 

Q Carry ing  t h e  r a d i o ?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. I d o n ' t  know who t h e  rest  o f  them are. 

Q. How about t h e  man i n  t h e  r e a r ?  

A. N o ,  sir .  

Q. Did you know STANLEY? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Is t h a t  STANLEY? 

A. I t  could  be ,  s i r ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  s a y  f o r  s u r e .  

Q. How about  t h e  Vietnamese? 

A. N o ,  sir .  

Q. D o  you r ecogn ize  t h e  t e r r a i n ?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  

Q. E x h i b i t  P-6 8? 

A. This  i s  DELPOME. 

Q DELPOME on t h e  r i g h t ?  

A. Righ t -cen te r  o f  t h e  photograph. 

Q. S e t t i n g  t h e  hootch on f i r e ?  

4 4  
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A.  Yes, sir,  he i s  t h e  only  one I recognize i n  t h e r e .  

Q =  Do you recognize where they  a r e ?  

A. No. 

Q E x h i b i t  P-69? 

A. This again  is a p i c t u r e  of DELPOME s e t t i n g  t h e  
hootch on f i r e .  

Q Do you recognize t h e  t a t o o  on DELPOME's r i g h t  arm? 

A. Y e s ,  t h a t  i s  a t a t o o  of  a  d e v i l .  

Q Are t h e r e  any o t h e r  photos t h a t  you recognize? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. A r e  t h e r e  any o t h e r  photos t h a t  we have n o t  
previous ly  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you can i d e n t i f y  on t h e  a e r i a l  
photograph? 

A.  NO, sir. 

Q. Is t h e r e  anything t h a t  you can r e c a l l  about 16 
March 1968 t h a t  you could i d e n t i f y  on t h e  aerial  photograph 
t h a t  w e  have n o t  previous ly  done? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Do you o b j e c t  t o  s i g n i n g  t h i s  photograph as being 
prepared from your memory? 

A. I ' l l  s i g n  it, sir. 

Q. I f  you would s i g n  it r i g h t  under t h e  d a t e  where 
I have i n d i c a t e d  "From memory, prepared a t  Washington, D.C., 
2 January 1970, s igned James R. BERGTHOLD. " 

(The wi tness  s igned t h e  document. Photo l a t e r  
rece ived  i n  evidence as Exh ib i t  P-132; s e e  page 26, APP T-56.) 

Is t h e r e  anything you wish t o  add a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. N o ,  sir. 
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Q You a r e  reminded of t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
regard ing  d i s c u s s i n g  what you have t o l d  t h e  i n q u i r y  group 
he re .  e i t h e r  myself o r  M r .  WEST, wi th  any i n d i v i d u a l ,  and 
w e  r e q u e s t  t h a t  you honor it. 

Do you have anyth ing  t o  add? 

A. NO,  s ir .  

LTC PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be r ecessed  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The hea r ing  r ecessed  a t  1200 hours ,  2 January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: BOYCE, Al len  J .  

DATE O F  TESTIMONY: 3 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: Murder and A s s a u l t  w i th  i n t e n t  t o  k i l l .  

COUNSEL: John P. McMAKON, CPT, JAGC,  s t a t i o n e d  wi th  t h e  
o f f i c e  o f  t h e  Judge Advocate Genera l ,  Washington, D.C.  

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Rifleman, F i r s t  P l a toon ,  
C/1/2 0 .  

1. ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

The w i t n e s s  r e f u s e d  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  concerning 
t h e  a s s a u l t  (pg.  5 ) .  

2 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

On r e t u r n i n g  t o  LZ ~ o t t i ea f t e r  t h e  a s s a u l t ,  B O Y C E ' s  
h e l i c o p t e r ,  which conta ined  f i v e  o r  s i x  men, w a s  approached 
by an o f f i c e r  who ranked above c a p t a i n  (pg.  5 ) .  The o f f i c e r  
asked t h e  group i f  any th ing  o u t  of  t h e  o r d i n a r y  had occur red  
on t h e  miss ion  (pg. 5 ) .  A s e r g e a n t ,  t h e  ranking  man p r e s e n t ,  
shook h i s  head b u t  d i d  n o t  answer e i t h e r  way (pgs. 5 , 6 )  . 
The o f f i c e r  t hen  wai ted  f o r  o t h e r  groups t o  a r r i v e  (pg. 6 ) .  

The i n c i d e n t  was n o t  d i s c u s s e d  w i t h i n  t h e  company and 
no th ing  w a s  s a i d  by MEDINA about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg.  6 ) .  
BOYCE was n o t  asked t o  make a s t a t e m e n t  t o  anyone (pg.  6 ) .  
H e  had no knowledge from any means t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was be ing  conducted (pgs. 6 , 7 )  . 
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(The hear ing  recovened a t  1 1 1 2  hours ,  3 January 

RCDR: The following persons a r e  p resen t :  MR WEST, COL 
MILLER, COL FRANKLIN, LTC PATTERSON,. and MAJ COOP. 

The nex t  wi tness  i s  M r .  Al len Joseph BOYCE. 

(MR BOYCE, appren t i ce  mason, : I 

502 Brinkey Avenue,.Bradley Beach, New Je r sey ,  w a s  sworn 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows. )  

MR WEST: M r .  BOYCE, before  we g e t  i n t o  any ques t ions ,  

Colonel MILLER w i l l  advise  you concerning t h e  n a t u r e  and 

purpose of t h i s  inqu i ry  and a l s o  as  t o  your t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s .  


COL MILLER: This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  

Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army and t h e  S e c r e t a r y . o f  t h e  Army t o  

i n v e s t i g a t e  and make f ind ings  of f a c t  and recommendations 

concerning two major ma t t e r s  : 


(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  and subsequent r e p o r t s  and reviews wi th in  
t h e  chain of command of what we now c a l l ,  commonly, t h e  My 
Lai i n c i d e n t  of March 196 8 ,  and 

( 2 )  i f  t h e r e  was p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  with- 
holding of information by any person who had a duty t o  f u r n i s h  
information known t o  them concerning t h e  My Lai inc iden t .  

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  in-  
v e s t i g a t e  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and circumstances of what happened 
a t  My L a i ,  al though we do g e t  i n t o  them t o  some e x t e n t .  
Our purpose i s  a s  I j u s t  s t a t e d .  

W e  have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and w e  have re-
viewed s t a t ements  made by many wi tnesses  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t .  I r e f e r  t o  such 
th ings  a s  t h e  I G  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and t h e  C I D  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Your testimony he re  today w i l l  be under oa th  and 
a verbat im record  w i l l  be prepared. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t ,  we 
do'have a  t ape  recorde r  and a l l  of t h i s  w i l l  be on tape .  

The genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of our  r e p o r t  i s  con-
f i d e n t i a l .  However, t h e r e  is  a p o s s i b i l i t y  a t  l e a s t  t h a t  
some o r  a l l  of t h e  testimony given may a t  some l a t e r  t i m e  
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become a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

W e  r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your  tes t imqny 
h e r e  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i tnes ses  who may have or 
may i n  t h e  f u t u r e  appear  as w i t n e s s e s ,  except  as you may be . 
r e q u i r e d  t o  g i v e  such tes t imony b e f o r e  a competent l e g i s l a -
t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  forum. This  i s  an example 
of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  h e a r i n g  o r  body. A c o u r t - m a r t i a l  would 
be an example of a j u d i c i a l  hea r ing .  I unders tand  t h a t  you 
are s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  
t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  ca se  of t h e  United S t a t e s  v .  Ca l l ey .  
Do you know what I a m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  he re?  

A. Could you make t h a t  a l i t t l e  c l e a r e r ?  

Q. Did you r e c e i v e  a l e t t e r  from a Capta in  DANIEL 
t e l l i n g  you n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  tes t imony? 

A. Y e s  ; 

Q That o r d e r  o r  t h a t  l e t t e r  fol lowed from an o r d e r  
g iven  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  case  of t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  
v. Ca l ley .  That  o r d e r  s t i l l  s t a n d s ,  and your tes t imony i n  
h e r e  today i n  no way changes t h e  e f f e c t  of t h a t  o r d e r .  Your 
tes t imony h e r e  i s  w i t h i n  t h e  p e r m i s s i b l e  l i m i t s  of  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
judge ' s  o r d e r .  That  i s ,  i f  you t e s t i f y  you a r e  n o t  v i o l a t i n g  
h i s  o r d e r ,  i n  ca se  you have any ques t ions  about  t h a t .  

I t o l d  you what t h e  purposes of  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
were and I have a l s o  mentioned t h a t  we have reviewed n o t  on ly  
your  s t a t emen t  b u t  s t a t e m e n t s  of o t h e r s  and as a r e s u l t  of  
t h a t  review I now have some a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion  and warn-
i n g s  t o  g i v e  you. I want t o  have you l i s t e n  ve ry  c a r e f u l l y .  

A t  t h i s  t i m e  w e  do s u s p e c t  you of t h e  o f f e n s e s  
of  k i l l i n g  and a s s a u l t  wi th  i n t e n t  t o  k i l l  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  of My Lai .  These are v i o l a t i o n s  of t h e  Uniform Code 
of M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e  and may a l s o  be v i o l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  l a w s  
of war. This  i s  based on tes t imony by o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  e i t h e r  
b e f o r e  t h i s  o r  o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  This  be ing  t h e  case, 
you have c e r t a i n  r i g h t s  and p r i v i l e g e s  which I want t o  
exp la in  t o  you. 

t h a t  i s  
F i r s t  of  a l l ,  you have t h e  r i g h t  t o  remain 

t h e  r i g h t  t o  answer no ques t ions  whatsoever.  
s i l e n t ,  

1 

Any s t a t emen t  t h a t  you do make could  be used a g a i n s t  
you as evidence i n  a c r i m i n a l  t r i a l .  

You have t h e  r i g h t  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  counse l ,  and by 
I 

counse l  I mean a q u a l i f i e d  lawyer.  This  
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can be a c i v i l i a n  lawyer t h a t  you employ a t  your own expense 
o r  it can be a m i l i t a r y  lawyer whom we would ap2oint  f o r  you. 

. .  . You could have both i f  you wish. This counsel could be with 
you a t  t h i s  hear ing .  They could c o n s u l t  with you and you 
could c o n s u l t  with them a t  any time. Appointed counsel would 
be made a v a i l a b l e  o r ,  i f  you have counsel  of choice ,  we would 
t r y  t o  make him a v a i l a b l e  i f  he were reasonably a v a i l a b l e  t o  
us.  

.. Even i f  you decide t o  t e s t i f y  now without  having 
counsel p r e s e n t  you may s t o p  answering ques t ions  a t  any t i m e  
o r  you may d e c l i n e  t o  answer any p a r t i c u l a r  ques t ions .  
You would a l s o  have t h e  r i g h t  a t  any time t o  reques t  t h a t  
counsel be made a v a i l a b l e ,  e i t h e r  now o r  l a t e r  on. I f  
counsel were p r e s e n t ,  you would have t h e  r i g h t  t o  r e fuse  t o  
answer any o r  a l l  ques t ions  o r  t o  s t o p  t h e  ques t ioning .  Do 
you understand what I have t o l d  you s o  f a r ?  

A. Yes, I do. 

Do you want me t o  expla in  it any f u r t h e r ?Q *  

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you need t o .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  I have t w o  nore ques t ions  t h a t  I 
would l i k e  t o  ask you now. F i r s t  of a l l ,  do you want counsel? 

A. Yes, I ' d  l i k e  counsel.  

Q - M i l i t a r y  counsel o r  do you in tend  t o  seek c i v i l i a n  
counsel  a t  your own expense, o r  both? 

A. I t h i n k  I would l i k e  m i l i t a r y  counsel .  

Q. Would you l i k e  t o  have t h a t  counsel before  you 
answer any ques t ions?  

A. I d o n ' t  understand t h a t .  

Q We w i l l  make counsel a v a i l a b l e  t o  you immediately. 
I t  w i l l  t ake  a few minutes,  a h a l f  an hour o r  so.  I take it 
you would r a t h e r  t a l k  t o  counsel  before  we ask you any ques-
t i o n s  i n  here?  

A. Yes. 

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  
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MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be r eces sed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1121 hour s ,  3  January 
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1330 hour s ,  3  January 
1970.) 

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  are p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, COL 
MILLER, COL FRANKLIN, and MAJ COOP. 

The h e a r i n g  r e c a l l s  M r .  BOYCE. 

M r .  BOYCE, you are reminded t h a t  you are s t i l l  
under oa th .  

A r e  you r e p r e s e n t e d  by counse l?  

A. Y e s .  

RCDR : W i l l  counse l  p l e a s e  s ta te  h i s  f u l l  name and ad- 
d r e s s  f o r  t h e  r eco rd?  

I C : Captain  John P.  MCMAHON, I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A f f a i r s  
D iv i s ion ,  Of £ i c e  of t h e  Judge Advocate Genera l ,  Washington, 
D.C. 

COL MILLER: This  morning I adv i sed  you of c e r t a i n  o f f e n s e s  
of which you were suspec t ed  by reason of t es t imony o f  o t h e r  
w i tnes ses  and adv i sed  you of your r i g h t  t o  counse l .  A t - t h a t  
t ime you r eques t ed  t h a t  m i l i t a r y  counse l  be made a v a i l a b l e  t o  
you and w e  r eces sed .  T h e r e a f t e r ,  Captain  MCMAHON was made 
a v a i l a b l e .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  you a r e  a lawyer p e r m i t t e d  t o  prac-  
t i c e ?  

I C :  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I a m  a  member of the New York S t a t e  B a r .  

COL MILLER: Have you now had ample t i m e  t o  c o n s u l t  wi th  
your counse l ,  M r .  BOYCE? 

A.  Y e s .  

Q. Do you have any f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  t o  a sk  m e  a t  
t h i s  p o i n t  about  your r i g h t s ?  

A. N o ,  I h a v e n ' t .  
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Q- Captain MCMAHON, do you need any f u r t h e r  information 
concerning t h e  purpose of t h i s  hear ing  o r  information of the  
warning given t o  M r .  BOYCE? 

I C  : No, s i r .  A l l  t he  information I needed was made 
ava i l ab le .  

Q. A s  I understand it ,  you a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  answer 
some ques t ions  concerning what t r a n s p i r e d  a t  LZ Dot t i e  a f t e r  
t h i s  opera t ion  was over and with r e s p e c t  t o  any subsequent 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t h a t  were conducted. Is t h i s  t h e  c o r r e c t  
hnders tanding? 

A. Yes, it is.  

Q On about the  18th  of March, Company C was a i r -
l i f t e d  by h e l i c o p t e r  back t o  LZ Dot t i e .  Could you t e l l  us 
what t r a n s p i r e d  as t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  landed a t  LZ Dot t ie?  

A. Well, our h e l i c o p t e r  landed and I d o n ' t  know how 
many people were i n  it, I guess maybe f i v e ,  s i x ,  o r  seven. I 
d o n ' t  know. And we were asked by an o f f i c e r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
what rank he w a s ,  I th ink  he was above a c a p t a i n ,  bu t  he 
asked i f  anything wrong o r  ou t  of t h e  o rd ina ry  went on dur ing  
this mission. I d i d  n o t  answer him b u t  a s e r g e a n t ,  l i k e  me, 
he wasn ' t  i n  charge but he was l i k e  t h e  s e n i o r  man a t  t h i s  
t ime, he j u s t  shook h i s  head. He d i d  no t  say e i t h e r  way. 
Af te r  t h a t ,  I never heard any more about it u n t i l  t h i s  summer. 

Q About how many men from Company C were s tanding  
around when t h i s  o f f i c e r  came up? 

A .  It w a s  everyone i n  the  h e l i c o p t e r .  I d o n ' t  know 
how many people it was. 

Q J u s t  one h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A.  The amount of people t h a t  was i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  
I d o n ' t  know how many it was. 

Q. Did he ask t h i s  ques t ion  genera l ly?  

A. Y e s .  

Q - Then d i d  he p ick  ou t  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  which he p u t  
the  same o r  similiar ques t ion  t o ?  
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A. No, he looked toward t h e  s e r g e a n t  because he' was 
t h e  ranking  man. 

Q. Then what happened? 

A.  Then t h e  s e r g e a n t  j u s t  l i k e  shook h i s  head.  H e  
d i d  no t  s ay  e i t h e r  way, he d i d  n o t  want t o  p o i n t  t h e  f i n g e r  
maybe, I guess ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q A f t e r  t h a t ,  what happened? 

A. A f t e r  t h a t ,  no th ing  t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  I mean 
j u s t  --
Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did t h i s  o f f i c e r  l eave?  

A.  W e l l ,  I guess  he maybe s t a y e d  around f o r  t h e  
rest of t h e  l and ing  p a r t y .  

Q - You w e r e  d i smissed?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. A f t e r  you had r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  d i d  you 
du r ing  t h e  n e x t  few days o r  n e x t  few weeks have anyone come 
t o  you f o r  t h e  purpose of t a k i n g  your s t a t e m e n t  o r  g e t t i n g  
any in fo rma t ion  ~ 7 h a t s o e ~ ~ e rconcerning t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t ?  

A.  No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q - Did Captain  MEDINA o r  anyone else t e l l  you t h a t  
t h e  m a t t e r  w a s  under i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No. 

Q Was t h i s  i n c i d e n t  d i s cus sed  a t  a l l  w i t h i n  t h e  
company? 

A. This  unp leasan t  i n c i d e n t ,  nobody d i s c u s s e d  it 
r e a l l y .  

Q Were you i n  any way e v e r  informed t h a t  t h e  matter 
w a s  be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d  o r  might be i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A. Not u n t i l  it s t a r t e d  be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d  now. 

Q. A r e  you t a l k i n g  about  r e c e n t l y  t h i s  y e a r ?  
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A. Y e s ,  l a s t  y e a r  t o  g e t  t e c h n i c a l .  

Q =  Right .  Within t h e  company wh i l e  you were i n  
Vietnam you hea rd  no th ing  more about  t h i s  though,  is  t h a t  
r i g h t ?  

A. No, I mean I t h i n k  it w a s  w r i t t e n  up i n  t h e  pape r s  
as a v i c t o r y  b u t  it was r e a l l y  a d e f e a t ,  I guess .  

Q* I t o l d  you e a r l i e r  today  what t h e  scope of  ou r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s .  Do you have any o t h e r  matters r e l e v a n t  
t o  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which you are now w i l l i n g  t o  g i v e  as 
tes t imony?  

A. (Confer r ing  wi th  counse l )  No, s i r ,  none. 

MR WEST: Thank you, M r .  BOYCE, w e  a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming 
and t e s t i f y i n g  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  which you f e e l  t h a t  you can.  
I f  you shou ld  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  d e c i d e  t h a t  you can g i v e  us some 
f u r t h e r  i n fo rma t ion  w i t h i n  t h e  scope of ou r  i n q u i r y  we would 
a p p r e c i a t e  h e a r i n g  from you. Thank you very  much. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1337 hour s ,  3  January 
1970. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: CALLEY, William L., 1LT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 5 December 1 9 6 9  

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: Murder, disobedience of o rde r s  
and r e g u l a t i o n s ,  d e r e l i c t i o n  of duty ,  and misprison of 
f e l o n i e s .  

COUNSEL: Kenneth A. RABY, Major, JAGC,  appointed m i l i t a r y  
counse l ,  s t a t i o n e d  a t  United S t a t e s  I n f a n t r y  School, F-ort 
Benning, Georgia. 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 
Platoon,  C Company, 1st  
t o  Task Force Barker. 

B a t
1968: 

t a l i o n ,  
Platoon 

20th 
l e a d e r ,  

I n f a n t r y ,  a t
1st 
tached 

Lieutenant  CALLEY w a s  never asked any ques t ions  
concerning t h e  My Lai  opera t ion  by e i t h e r  Colonel 
HENDERSON o r  Lieutenant  Colonel BARKER (pg. 6 ) .  He 
dec l ined  t o  answer any f u r t h e r  ques t ions  (pg. 6 ) .  
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. ( T h e  hea r ing  reconvened a t  1435 hours ,  
5 December 1969 ,) 

TO: The hearlng wlll come t o  o r d e r ,  

RCDR: M r .  WALSH and M r .  MACCRATE w i l l  be  sworn. 

(MR Robert MACCRATE and MR Jerome K. WALSH, 
Jr., w e r e  sworn. 1 

The followjlng named person are also p resen t :  
LTG PEERS, MR WEST, COL MILLER, COL WILSON, and MAJ 
LYNN. 

The n e x t  wl tness  i s  Lieutenant  W i l l i a m  
L. CALLEY, 

(1LT CALLEY, w a s  sworn and t e s t i f i e d  as follows :) 

Lieutenant CALLEY, are you represen ted  
by counsel?  

Y e s ,  sfr. 

RCDR: W i t 1 1  counsel  p l e a s e  s t a t e  h i s  name and 
o rgan iza t ion?  

I C :  Major Kenneth A. RABY. I am assigned as Legal 
Team Ch2ef, Personnel C o m m i t t e e  S t a f f  Group, Brigade 
and B a t t a l i o n  Operations Department, United S t a t e s  
I n f a n t r y  School,  F o r t  Bennlng, Georgia. 

RCDR: Lieutenant  CALLEY, would you p l e a s e  s t a t e  
your f u l l  name, grade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, branch 
of servlce, o rgan iza t ion ,  and s t a t i o n .  

A. William Laws CALLEY, Jr., F i r s t  Lieutenant ,  
i t  United S t a t e s  Army, I n f a n t r y ,  assigned 

t o  Headquarters and Headquarters Company, F o r t  Benning, 
Georgf a. 
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10: TWs i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  
by the S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  
of  the United S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of determining 
f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and recommendations concerning: 

(1) the adequacy of t h e  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  . L 

and i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  and reviews and r e p o r t s  wi th in  t h e  chain 
o f  command of what is  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  My La1 
i n c i d e n t  of 16  March 1968, and 

(2)  p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding of 
information by any person who had a  duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
f u r n i s h  information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

Thls i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is n o t  being conducted t o  

i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and circumstances of what 

happened a t  My L a l .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  f o r  those  purposes 

whrch I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  


I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me t r a n s c r i p t s  of 
o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  concerning t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  inc luding  
your s ta tement  which you gave t o  Colonel WILSON from T h e  
Inspector  Genera l ' s  o f f i c e .  

Your testimony ' w i l l  be taken under oa th .  A 

verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared.  A t a p e  recording  

i s  a l s o  be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbatim record .  


The genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  r e p o r t  w i l l  
be  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  I t  is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  testimony o r  
p a r t s  of it may l a t e r  become a mat t e r  of pub l i c  knowledge. 

There a r e  s e v e r a l  people i n  t h i s  room who may 
ask you ques t ions .  These i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  my a s s i s t a n t s  
and a r e  author ized  t o  ask ques t ions  i n  my b e h a l f .  However, 
I have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of weighing t h e  evidence and 
making t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. 

You are ordered no t  t o  d i scuss  your testimony 
w i t h  o t h e r s ,  inc lud ing  o t h e r  wi tnesses ,  except  i n  t h e  
performance of o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  o r  a s  you may be requ i red  
t o  do s o  be fo re  a competent j u d i c i a l  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
body. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i f  eve r  t h e r e  i s  an o r d e r  i s s u e d  by 
t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge of a  genera l  cour t -mar t ia l  i n  t h e  
case  of the u n i t e d  S t a t e s  v. Ca l l ey ,  your appearance 
i n  no way changes t h e  e f f e c t  of t h a t  order .  
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Do you have any ques t ions  concerning t h e  

i n s t r u c t i o n s  wR2ch I have i s sued?  


A. No, s?r, I ullderstand. 

COL MILLER: Major ,BABY ,. do you have any ques t ions?  

I C: Do I understand t h a t  a l l  w i tnesses '  testimony 
is being taken verbat im and a l s o  t h a t  a t a p e  record ing  
is being made o f  h2s testimony? 

COL MILLER : Y e s  , sir .  

I C: The reason t h a t  I ask this,  f o r  your informat ion ,  
of course ,  is t h a t  t h e  defense w i l l  subsequent ly e l e c t  t o  
e x e r c i s e  his r i g h t  under t h e  Jencks Act and t h e  United 
S t a t e s  v. Heinal  f o r  s c r i p t o r y  r e l e a s e  informat ion .  

COL MTLLEX: The i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  General  PEERS, 
has j u s t  s t a t e d  t o  you t h e  scope and purpose of t h i s  

(i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  I w i l l  r ead  t h i s  i n  p a r t :  

One aspec t  of it i s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  the adequacy 
of the i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  depth and t h e  r e p o r t i n g  w i. t h i n  t h e  
chain of command immediately a f t e r  t h e  M y  La i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  
and w h e - t h e r  there was any improper suppress ion  or' information.  

You were a  p la toon l e a d e r  of t h e  i n f a n t r y  conclany 
which conducted t h e  a s s a u l t  on M y  Lai  on 1 6  March 1968, 
and t h l s  Tnves t iga t ion  might d i s c l o s e  f a c t s  tending  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  at you f a i l e d  t o  comply with a p p l i c a b l e  regula-  
t i o n s  concerning t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and r e p o r t i n g  of war 
crimes o r  m a t  you w e r e  g u i l t y  of d e r e l i c t i o n  of duty  i n  
t h l s  regard .  We a r e  n o t  d i r e c t l y  concerned wi th  whether 
w a r  crimes o r  c r i m e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  laws of war o r  o f fenses  
i n  v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  Uniform Code of M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e  w e r e  
committed a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  on 16 March 1968. However, we 
must n e c e s s a r i l y  i n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  events  of March 1968 a t  
My Lai  i n  o r d e r  t o  conduct t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  ordered by 
the S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army and t h e  Army Chief of S t a f f .  

On the b a s i s  of information a v a i l a b l e  t o  us 
t o  d a t e ,  w e  have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  our  i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  
the M y  L a i  (41 i n c i d e n t  f o r  background purposes might d i s -  
c lose  f a c t s  tending  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  you may have committed 
the fol lowing o f fenses  on o r  about 16 March 1968. 1 w i l l  ; 

1 c 
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s t a t e  t h e s e  only  g e n e r a l l y :  murder, disobedience 
of orders  and r e g u l a t i o n s ,  d e r e l i c t i o n  of du ty ,  and 
mispr i s ion  of f e l o n i e s .  Furthermore, w e  a r e  now aware 
of the f a c t  t h a t  you a r e  accused and charged wi th  
s i x  spec i f ica t ions- -wi th  t h e  murder of more than  100 
people a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  on o r  about 1 6  March 1968. W e  

;'a r e  a l s o  aware t h a t  you a r e  await ing t r i a l  by g e n e r a l  
cour t -mar t ia l  f o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e  f i r s t  s i x  s ~ e c i f i c a t i o n s .  
I want t o  make c e r t a i n  t h a t  you understand-'what your 
r i g h t s  a r e  before--of course ,  you have t h e  r i g h t  t o  
remain s r l e n t .  Any statement  t h a t  you may make can 
be -used a g a i n s t  you i n  c r imina l  t r i a l .  

You have t h e  r i g h t  t o  consu l t  with counsel .  
Counsel may be a q u a l i f i e d  lawyer and you have t h e  r i g h t  
t o  have t h i s  counsel a t  your own expense o r  counsel  w i l l  
be appointed f o r  you a t  no expense t o  you. I know t h a t  
you have counsel ,  Major RABY, a l ready.  For example, it 
may. be  m i l r t a r y  counsel of your own s e l e c t i o n  o r  another  
i f  he  is reasonably a v a i l a b l e .  

Is Major RABY t h e  counsel you wish t o  have 
r e p r e s e n t  you? 

A. Y e s ,  s l x ,  he  i s .  

Q D o  you wish o t h e r  counsel? 

A. No, sir. 

Q = You may c o n s u l t  w 2 t h  your counsel a t  any t ime 
d u r h g  th is  hear ing .  Do you understand t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  
I have s a i d  t o  you s o  f a r ,  Lieutenant  CALLEY? 

A, Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Do you wish t h a t  I exp la in  them f u r t h e r ?  

A. No, slr. 

Q 8  Major RABY, do you have anything f u r t h e r ?  

I C  : No, sir. 

10: I ieutenant  CALLEY, what was your assignment--

I C  : (Tnterposing) May I speed t h i s  up? I t  is  wi th  
deepest  r e g r e t  t h a t  I must inform t h i s  f ac t - f ind ing  committee 
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t h a t  r have advrsed Lieutenant  CALLEY of h l s  r i g h t  t o  
remain s i l e n t  and answer no ques t ions  whatever and t o  
r eques t  permfss?on t o  be  excused from f u r t h e r  ques t ioning .  
The charges i n  th2s  case a r e  s o  s e r i o u s  a s  t o  be c a p i t a l .  
W e  f e e l  t h a t  we cannot make any s ta tement  whatever. I 
hope t h a t  you understand our positio~,sir. 

I0: I would l i k e  t o  again p o i n t  o u t  t h e  purpose 
of this i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which i s  d iv ided  i n t o  two p a r t s :  

The adequacy of  t h e  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  and reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  t h e  chain of 
cowand of what is now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  My Lai 
h c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968. 

The second p a r t  has  t o  do wi th  p o s s i b l e  
suppress ion  o r  withholding of informat ion  by any person 
who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  f u r n i s h  any information 
concerning t b f s  i n c i d e n t .  

With t h e  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  second point--Lieu- 
t e n a n t  CALLEY, I would l i k e  you t o  cons ider  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
of t ak ing  no a c t i o n  on t h a t  one b u t  cons ider ing  and d i s -  
cussing t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  process  which took p l a c e  sub- 
sequent  t o  the My Lai (41 ope ra t ion  and s t a r t i n g  about t h e  
t l m e  16 March, when t h e  u n i t  had passed t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  
hamlet and had a r r i v e d  i n  a l a a g e r  a r e a  along wi th  B/4/3. 
A s  a  m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  I would l i k e  you t o  t ake  time t~ corlsult 
~ 5 t hyour counsel  a s  t o  the  d e s i r a b i l i t y  of respondin? t o  
ques t ions  concerning t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which may have followed 
a f t e r  t h a t  t h e .  

W e  w i l l  r e c e s s  t o  provide you t h e  oppor tuni ty  
t o  d i s c u s s  the m a t t e r ,  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1445 hours ,  5 December 
1969.1 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1451 hours ,  5 December 
1969.1 

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : A l l  persons w h o  were p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  
recessed  are again  p resen t .  
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A. Afte r  confe r r ing  w l t h  counse l ,  I w i l l  make one 
s ta tement  and only one s ta tement  h e r e  concerning t h i s .  
That is t h a t ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge and reco l - l ec t ion ,  
I was never asked any ques t ions  concerning t h e  My Lai 
opera t ions  by e i t h e r  Colonel HENDERSON o r  Lieutenant  Colonel 
BARKER. 

10: Would you be w i l l i n g  t o  go  beyond t h a t ?  

A .  No, s i r .  

Q. I am p leased  t o  r e c e i v e  t h a t  s ta tement .  I 
would l i k e  t o  i n d i c a t e  t o  you and t o  your counsel the 
kind  of ques t ions  t h a t  w e  would be asking s o  t h a t  i f  a t  
any time i n  t h e  future--within a  reasonable pe r iod  o f  a  
week o r  so--you f e e l  you could and would answer ques t ions  
o f  t h i s  n a t u r e ,  w e  would be very  happy t o  b r i n g  you back 
as a  wi tness  f o r  t h i s  hear ing .  The ques t ions  would be 
channeled along these  l i n e s :  Were you interviewed by 
any s u p e r i o r  o f f i c e r ?  On what d a t e ?  Where? Were t h e r e  
any notes  taken? Was a  s ta tement  prepared? And ques t ions  
o f  t h i s  v a r i e t y  i n  o r d e r  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  adequacy of  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and review of such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Beyond 
t h a t ,  i f  t h a t  i s  t h e  l i m i t ,  t h i s ,  I t h i n k ,  i s  a s  f a r  a s  
we  can go. Do you have anything f u r t h e r  you would l i k e  
t o  b r i n g  o u t ?  

A. No, s ir ,  I do no t .  

10: The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i l l  r ecess  f o r  approximately 
1 hour. 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1458 hours ,  5 
December 1969. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: CARTER, Herbert  L. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Tunnel Rat ,  1st Squad, 
1st Pla toon,  C/1/20. -

1. PRIOR T R A I N I N G  I N  RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The wi tness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he had joined t h e  11th Brigade 
i n  Hawaii and had gone t o  Vietnam wi th  the advance p a r t y  
(pg. 2 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  no s p e c i a l  t r a i n i n g  i n  Hawaii (pg. 3 ) .  

H e  r e l a t e d  t h a t  while  i n  Duc Pho he rece ived  some t r a i n i n g  
i n  land  mines and boobytraps. Also, he s t a t e d ,  t h e r e  was 
some t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  handl ing of p r i s o n e r s  given by an 
e n l i s t e d  man t o  t h e  members of C Company (pgs,  3 , 4 ) .  The 
witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  was t h a t  when a p r i s o n e r  
w a s  s e i z e d  he was t o  be he ld  u n t i l  i n t e r r o g a t e d  by personnel 
from an i n t e l l i g e n c e  u n i t .  He noted f u r t h e r  t h a t  t h e  
in t ima t ion  w a s  t h a t  they could be t r e a t e d  i n  any manner 
wzshed (pg. 3 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  no s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h e  
t rea tment  of noncombatants (pg. 4 ) .  Although t h e  wi tness  
recognized Exh ib i t  M-2 ,  "Nine Rules",  a s  having been 
d i s t r i b u t e d  a t  DUC Pho, he s t a t e d  t h a t  he glanced a t  it and 
threw it away (pgs. 4 ,  5) . He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  e v e r  see ing  
t h e  card  "Enemy i n  Your Hands", Exh ib i t  M-3 (pg. 5) . 
2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

a. Sub jec t  of  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

The wi tness  recounted Captain MEDTNA's  b r i e f i n g  a s  
saying t h a t  t h e r e  were no c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  area, only Vie t  
Cong o r  t h e i r  sympathizers (pg. 23) . Nothing was t o  be l e f t  
s t and ing  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  according t o  M E D I N A ' s  o rde r s  (pgs. 23, 

(CARTER) 1 SUM APP T-53 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


2 6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  L ieu t enan t  Colonel  BARKER 
was i n  t h e  a r e a  and t h a t  he b e l i e v e d  t h a t  BARKE3 hea rd  t he  
b r i e f i n g  (pgs .  26., 48) . 

b. Morale o'f t h e  company. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  op in ion  o f  t h e  men of  
t h e  company was t h a t  t hey  would have a tough f i g h t  from 
t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n  and t h a t  they  would have t o  f i g h t  t h e i r  
way through My La i  (pgs .  2 4 ,  2 5 ) .  He no ted  t h a t  t h e  men i n  
t h e  company d i d  want t o  s e e  t h e  v i l l a g e  des t royed  because 
of t h e  p r i o r  c a s u a l t i e s  t h e  company had s u f f e r e d ;  t h e  mine- 
f i e l d  i n c i d e n t  ,was s t i l l  on t h e i r  minds (pgs.  25, 28) . He 
added t h a t  a f r i e n d  of  h i s  i n  t h e  company, a man named 
STANLEY, had a  premoni t ion t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  would be  k i l l e d  
dur ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 2 7 ) .  He opined t h a t  c o n s i d e r i n g  
t h e  l o s s e s  o f  t h e  company and t h e  l a c k  of a d i r e c t  U 
c o n f r o n t a t i o n  wi th  t h e  enemy, a long  wi th  t h e  b r i e f i n g  by a 
MEDINA,  t h e  i d e a  developed t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  open season  on '3 

t h e  Vietnamese (pg.  4 9 ) .  

3. THE ASSAULT ON MY L A I .  

a. The l and ing .  

The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he  w a s  on t h e  f i r s t  
l i f t  i n t o  t h e  l and ing  a r e a  (pg. 1 5 ) .  The l and ing  zone w a s  
about 25 meters  from t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 5 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
when they  landed t h e r e  w a s  an o l d  man i n  a f i e l d  s t a n d i n g  
and waving t o  them i n  a f r i e n d l y  manner. - H e  w a s  s h o t  (pg .29) .  
The t r o o p s  t hen  proceeded i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and s t a r t e d  
k i l l i n g  and burn ing  (pg.  2 9 ) .  

b .  i',ct:ion seen  by t h e  w i t n e s s .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  men from t h e  company 
went through t h e  v i l l a g e  shoo t ing  people ,  throwing bod ie s  
i n t o  w e l l s ,  and burn ing  hootches  (pg.  3 1 ) ,  a l though  no 
h o s t i l e  f i r e  was r ece ived  from t h e  t i m e  they  landed (pg .31 ) .  
The people  w e r e  rounded up l i k e  c a t t l e  and t h e n  s h o t  
Ing. 3 6 ) .  

c. Observat ions  o f  MEDINA. 

He s t a t e d  t h a t  he saw MEDINA shoo t  a  woman who 
seemed t o  be  t r y i n g  t o  s a y  something t o  him about  h e r  c h i l d  
being s h o t .  She was 50 t o  60 f e e t  away when h e  f i r e d  a t  
h e r  (pg.  3 0 ) .  He added t h a t  he saw MEDINA s h o o t  a teenage  
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boy, although he d i d  no t  know whether o r  n o t  t h e  boy was 
k i l l e d  by t h a t  s h o t .  The boy was l a t e r  k i l l e d  (pg. 34) .  
H e  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he was c e r t a i n  t h a t  MEDINA saw t h e  bodies 
and knew of t h e  k i l l i n g ,  s i n c e  MEDINA and t h e  wi tness  took 
p r imar i ly  t h e  same rou te  through t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 3 3 ) .  
The wi tness  noted t h a t  he does n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  MEDINA 
could have stopped t h e  k i l l i n g s  once they had begun (pg. 4 8 ) .  
The wi tness  added t h a t  t h e  impression he rece ived  was t h a t  
t h e  o rde r  f o r  t h e  k i l l i n g  came from higher  up (pg. 48) .  

d. Observations of' CALLEY. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he saw Lieutenant  CALLEY 
shoot  a woman a s  she came o u t  of a hootch with a baby i n  
h e r  arms (pg. 3 8 ) .  He a l s o  saw CALLEY grab a woman by h e r  
h a i r  and shoot  h e r  with h i s  .45 (pg. 39) . He added t h a t  
CALLEY was involved i n  shoot ing a group of people i n  a 
d i t c h  (pgs.  36, 37) .  

e .  Observations of  MITCHELL and WIDMER. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he saw MITCHELL and WIDMER 
shoot  a group of some 15 people who had been gathered up by 
t h e  t roops .  He noted t h a t  WIDMER seemed to d e r i v e  enjoyment 
from t h i s  (pg. 32) . He t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  both MITCHELL and 
WIDMER w e r e  involved i n  shoot ing s e v e r a l  people i n  a d i t c h  
(pgs.  36, 37) .  He r e l a t e d  ins tances  where WIDMER s h o t  a 
woman with a c h i l d  and then t h e .  c h i l d ,  and where MITCHELL 
s h o t  a young c h i l d  i n  f r o n t  of HAEBERLE, t h e  photographer 
(pgs.  38-40). H e  noted t h a t  WIDMER was l i k e  M E D I N A 1 s  
"pe t  c a t "  and added t h a t  he seemed t o  enjoy t a k i n g  p i c t u r e s  
of bodies  (pgs.  37, 38) . 

f .  The wounding of  t h e  wi tness .  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  a c c i d e n t a l l y  s h o t  him- 
s e l f  with h i s  .45. WIDMER had borrowed it, b u t  re turned  it 
saying t h a t  it had jammed. I n  t r y i n g  t o  c l e a r  t h e  weapon 
he discharged it, shoot ing  himself i n  t h e  l e g  (pgs.  7 ,  4 1 ) .  
H e  r e l a t e d  t h a t  CAPEZZA, t h e  medic, had given him a s h o t  
of morphine, and STANLEY had c u t  o f f  h i s  combat boot.  H e  
added t h a t  one of his buddies had given him a marijuana 
c i g a r e t t e  t o  h e l p  ease  t h e  pa in  (pgs. 4 1 ,  4 2 ) .  He w a s  
u l t i m a t e l y  medevacld t o  Japan and never r e tu rned  t o  t h e  
war (pg. 43) .  
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4 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  recal l  anyone 
from e i t h e r  t h e  b r i g a d e  o r  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  v i s i t i n g  t h e  
company i n  t h e  f i e l d  on t h e  morning of  t h e  operat ' ion ipg. 
43 ) .  H e  r e l a t e d  how some o f  h i s  buddies  had come t o  v i s i t  
him i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and t o l d  him t h a t  MEDINA had t o l d  t h e  
company t o  t e l l  anyone who might q u e s t i o n  them t h a t  t hey  w e r e  
f i r e d  on by s n i p e r s  a t  My Lai .  The impress ion  t h e  w i t n e s s  
ga ined  was t h a t  t hey  w e r e  t o  cover  up t h e  r e a l  e v e n t s  (pg .44) .  
He s t a t e d  t h a t  everyone i n  t h e  company who might have r e p o r t e d  
t h e  happenings t o  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander d i d  n o t  s i n c e  
they  were f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  commander was aware of 
MEDINA's o r d e r  (pg.  48) . 
5. OTHER INFORMATION. 


a. E x h i b i t s .  

The e x h i b i t s  recognized by t h e  w i t n e s s  are l i s t e d  
below. 

b .  Use o f  mar i juana  i n  t h e  company. 

The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  h a l f  t h e  company used 
mar i juana  (pgs  . 4 4 ,  4 5 )  . H e  aver red  that most of  t h e  
members o f  t h e  u n i t  had smoked mar i juana  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  
and b e l i e v e d  t h a t  it w a s  a d e f i n i t e  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  e v e n t s  
which occu r red  on t h e  morning o f  16 March 1968 (pgs .  45, 4 6 ) .  
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 

NUMBER DESCRIPTION . 	 NOTES 

M- 2 


M- 3 


P-6 


P- 8 


-
-

P-11 


-

P-13 


P-16 


P-23 


P-29 


P-31 


P-32 


P-33 


P-36 


P- 39 


MACV Card "Nine Rules" I s s u e a  i n  Vietnam. 
MACV Card "Enemy i n  Your 
Hands " 

Miscel laneous 

Miscel laneous 

M i  s c e l  1aneous 

Miscel laneous 

aneous 

Miscel laneous 

Miscel laneous 

Miscel laneous 

Miscel laneous 

Miscel laneous 

Miscel laneous 

Miscel laneous 

Miscel laneous 

Miscel laneous 

Miscel laneous 

Miscel laneous 

Scene 

Scene 

Scene 

Scene 

Scene 

Scene 

Scene 

Scene 

Scene 

Scene 

Scene 

Scene 

Scene 

Scene 

Scene 

Scene 

Did n o t  r e c a l l  . 

W i t  wounded w i t h  


T,EY. 
W i t  wounded. 

Medic w i th  w i t n e s s .  

MAURO, WIDMER, w i t .  

W i t  wounded. 

W i t  be ing  c a r r i e d  

t o  h o s p i t a l .  

W i t  be ing  c a r r i e d  

t o  h o s p i t a l .  

W i t  r ecognized  

ALAUX , MARONEY , 

and CALLEY. 


I n  My La i  ( 4 ) .  

Did n o t  r ecogn ize  . 
. 	LZ where - t r o o p s  

landed.  
Pa th  on s o u t h e r n  
edge o f  v i l l a g e .  

W i t  r ecognized .  

I n  My Lai  (4). 

W i t  wounded. 

W i t  recognized.  

PAGES 


4 


5 


6 


8 


8 


1 0  


1 0  

-
11,18 


11 


12 


1 2  


13 


1 3  


18,18 


13 ,  19 


13 


14,19 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION - NOTES PAGES 

P-60 

P-125 

(CARTER) 

P-40 

. . 
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hit recognized grou;] 
of people. 
Wit only recognized 
MAJ McKNIGHT. 

Miscellaneous Scene 

Miscellaneous Scene 

Miscellaneous Scene 
. 

I . :  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0850 hours ,  2 
January 1970. ) 

MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The following persons a r e  p resen t :  MR WEST, 
COL FRANKLIN, COL WILSON, and MAJ COOP. 

, .The  next  wi tness  i s  M r .  Herbert  L. CARTER. 

(MR CARTER was c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  was sworn, 

and t e s t i f i e d  as  follows : l  


M r .  CARTER, s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  
and res idence?  

A. Herbert  L e w i s  CARTER. I ' m  unemployed r i g h t  \ 

now. Houston, Texas. 

MR WEST: M r .  CARTER, before  w e  proceed with any ques t ions ,  
I want t o  g ive  you some information about t h e  n a t u r e  and 
purpose of t h i s  inqui ry .  

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
Secre tary  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army 
f o r  the purpose of determining f a c t s  and making f ind ings  
and recornendat ions concerning: 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and t h e  subsequent r e p o r t s  and reviews wi th in  
t h e  chain of  command, of what is now cormnonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  
t h e  M y  Lai i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, and 

(2 )  poss ib le  suppression o r  withholding of 
information by any person who had a duty  t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
f u r n i s h  information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  being conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  f a c t s  and circumstances of  what happened a t  
My Lai.  I t  is d i r e c t e d  t o  those  s p e c i f i c  purposes which I 
have j u s t  s t a t e d  t o  you. 

- I have had made a v a i l a b l e ,  and we have reviewed 
p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obta ined  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n s  of t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  

Your testimony w i l l  be taken  under oa th .  A 
verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared.  A t a p e  recording  i s  
being made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbat im notes  be ing  taken 
by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  
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Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  
r e p o r t  w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  
tes t imony,  o r  p a r t s  of it, may l a t e r  become a m a t t e r  of 
p u b l i c  knowledge. 

I r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your tes t imony 
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  i nc lud ing  o t h e r  wi tnesses  
f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  a s  you may be s o  r equ i red  t o  
do before  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
body. 

I unders tand t h a t  you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  
o r d e r s  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge, Colonel KENNEDY, i n  
r ega rd  t o  t h e  case  of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley .  
Did you r e c e i v e  an o r d e r  from him? 

A. yes ,  sir. 

Q I n  a d d i t i o n ,  you a r e  caut ioned t h a t ,  being sub-
ject t o  t h e  o r d e r  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  
cour t -mar t i a l  ca se  of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley ,  your ap-
pearance h e r e  i n  no way changes t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  i n  r e s p e c t  
t o  t h a t  o rde r .  H e  has  r u l e d  t h a t  being h e r e  and testi- (7 
f y i n g  i s  w i t h i n  t h e  scope of t h a t  o rde r .  You may t e s t i f y  u3 
here .  04 

Do you have any ques t ions  about what I have 
j u s t  gone over?  A 

6 
A. No, sir.  

MR WEST: The hea r ing  w i l l  r e c e s s .  - .  

(The hea r ing  r ecessed  a t  0858 hours ,  2 
January 1970. ) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  0902 hours ,  2 
January 1970.) 

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL WILSON 
and MAJ COOP. 

COL W I L S O N : ' M ~ .  CARTER, I remind you t h a t  you are s t i l l  
under oa th .  

I have some q u e s t i o n s  regard ing  t r a i n i n g  p r i o r  
t o  going t o  Vietnam. Were you wi th  t h e  br igade?  

A. No, sir.  

Q Did you go wi th  C Company? 

A. I went wi th  t h e  advance p a r t y .  
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Q- Did you r e c e i v e  any s p e c i f i c  advanced t r a i n i n g  
p r i o r  t o  l e a v i n g  f o r  Vietnam? 

A. Right .  I went t o  F o r t  Polk f o r  t r a i n i n g ,  sir. 

Q- You went through b a s i c  and advanced i n d i v i d u a l  
t r a i n i n g  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. When you g o t  t o  Hawaii and you jo ined  C Company,
d i d  you r e c e i v e  any s p e c i a l  t r a i n i n g  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  any t r a i n i n g  when you 
a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  we d id .  For about 2 weeks they  showed 
us land  mines and booby t r a p s  and t r i e d  t o  g e t  u s  ready f o r  
it. 

Q *  During t h i s  p e r i o d ,  do you remember where t h i s  
t r a i n i n g  was l o c a t e d ?  

A. Duc Pho. 

Q- Carantan? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  g e t t i n g  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  on how t o  
handle p r i s o n e r s  of war dur ing  t h i s  t ime? 

A. W e  had a l i t t l e  i n s t r u c t i o n  on t h a t .  

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  what they  t o l d  you? 

A. They t o l d  us  t h a t  i f  w e  g e t  a  p r i s o n e r  t o  hold  
them u n t i l  someone, i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  was a c t u a l l y  supposed t o  
i n t e r r o g a t e  them. The i n s t r u c t o r  s o r t  of laughed about  t h i s .  

Q. Why d i d  they ,  o r  he ,  laugh about t h i s ?  Do you 
know? 

A. I t  w a s  j u s t  t h e  way they  s a i d  it, l i k e  you do 
what you want t o  do wi th  them a c t u a l l y .  
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Q. Was t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  t h e  whole company? 

A. Right.  

Q - Do you remember who t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  was? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q Was he an o f f i c e r  o r  an e n l i s t e d  man? 

A. H e  was an e n l i s t e d  man. 

Q - How about handl ing  noncombatants? Did you g e t  
any i n s t r u c t i o n  on t h a t ,  non-mi l i ta ry  personnel?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t o o  much about it o r  how t o  
c o n t r o l  them o r  anything.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any on it. 

Q You had no i n s t r u c t i o n  on handl ing noncombatants? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any. 

Q. Let  me show you E x h i b i t  M-2 which i s  a pocket-s ized
ca rd  e n t i t l e d  "Nine Rules". Have you e v e r  seen  t h a t  (handing 
E x h i b i t  M-2 t o  t h e  w i t n e s s )  ? 

A. Yes, s ir .  I have seen it. I n  f a c t ,  t hey  i s s u e d  
us one of t h e s e .  

Q. Where d i d  they  i s s u e  it t o  you? 

A. A t  Duc Pho. 

Q - Did they  i s s u e  everybody one? 

A. I know I had one. I c a n ' t  say everybody d i d .  

Q - What d i d  you do wi th  yours? 

A. I threw it away. 

Q. I t  i s  a c t u a l l y  a w a l l e t - s i z e d  card?  

A. Right ,  b u t  I never c a r r i e d  a w a l l e t  i n  Vietnam, sir. 

(CARTER) 4 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

. APP T-53 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q - Did you r ead  t h e  ca rd  a t  a l l ?  

A. Y e s ,  I d id .  I glanced ove r  it. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  what it s a i d ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  I wasn ' t  t h a t  much i n t e r e s t e d  i n  it. 

Q - Do you remember how t h i s  was i s sued?  Was it 
i s s u e d  dur ing  a c l a s s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I t  was i s s u e d  i n  a c l a s s .  


Q - Th i s  is  E x h i b i t  M-3, which i s  e n t i t l e d  "The Enemy 

I n  Your Hands." Have you e v e r  seen  t h a t  card?  (Hands 
E x h i b i t  M-3 t o  t h e  wi tness . )  

A. No. 

Q. Y o u ' l l  no te  t h a t  it has  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n s  from 
Vietnamese t o  Engl ish on i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember it. 

Q. You d o n ' t  remember t h a t  one? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. Did you r e c e i v e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  a t  any t i m e  on 
what w e  c a l l  t h e  r u l e s  of engagement? By t h a t  I mean what 
t o  do i n  a combat s i t u a t i o n  wi th  Vietnamese, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  
if they  r u n  from you? 

A. I f  somebody is running from m e ,  they  a r e  auto-
m a t i c a l l y  g u i l t y .  


Q - D o  you know what t h e  phrase  i s  f o r  s t o p  i n  

Vietnamese? 


I d i d  know. I t  was l i k e  " l a "  something. 

Q- Why d i d  you happen t o  know t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  word? 

A. You know, people  t a l k  about it and t h i n g s  l i k e  
t h a t .  The word, I t h i n k ,  i s  " l a i  day". 
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Q. The word i s  n o t  important.  I am j u s t  wondering
why you happen t o  know t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  word? 

A. You know, you hea r  it a l l  t h e  time. W e  would say 
t o  a "gook'! , " l a i  day, " and t e l l  them t o  s t o p  o r  come he're 
o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  t o  g e t  something. 

Q. So you were never given i n s t r u c t i o n s  a s  t o  t h e  
sequence of a c t i o n s  t o  t ake  i n  case somebody ran  from you? 

A. ' No. I d o n ' t  remember any. 

9 - M r .  CARTER, I am going t o  have you run through 
a group of photographs, and ask you i f  you remember any of 
t h e  l o c a t i o n s  o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  photographs. I w i l l  
g ive  you t h e  photographs, and I want you t o  s e t  them i n  two 
p i l e s ;  one p i l e  w i l l  be t h a t  photo o r  photos t h a t  you re-
member something about ,  and t h e  o t h e r  w i l l  be those  where 
you recognize nothing. 

(The wi tness  goes through a group of numbered 
photographs and s e l e c t s  20 of t h e s e  a s  those  recognized 
by him. ) 

a .  M r .  CARTER, you have s e l e c t e d  a group of 
photographs which you can i d e n t i f y .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask you a 
few ques t ions  about each photograph. 

(COL WILSON hands Exh ib i t  P-6 t o  t h e  wi tness . )  

A. T h a t ' s  when I g o t  h i t .  

Q- T h a t ' s  when you were wounded? 

A. Right. 

Q - Is t h a t  t h e  p lace  where you were wounded, o r  had 
you been moved? 

A. No, I h a d n ' t  been moved: 

Q That b i g  w a l l  behind you t h e r e ,  i s  t h a t  a house? 
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A. 
I t  was a 

Q.
t a k e n ?  

No. I t  used  t o  be an  o l d  temple  of some s o r t .  

But you w e r e  wounded t h e r e ?  

Y e s ,  s i r .  

Did you wound y o u r s e l f ?  

No, s ir .  A l o t  o f  p e o p l e  s a y  I d i d ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t .  
comple te  a c c i d e n t .  

I t  was n o t  i n t e n t i o n a l ,  b u t  it was you r  gun? 

R i g h t  . 
You d i d n ' t  do it on purpose?  

R igh t  . 
How long  a f t e r  you w e r e  wounded was t h i s  photograph  

A .  A v e r y  s h o r t  t ime .  

Q F i v e  minu te s?  

A. I t  c o u l d  be .  

Q. More o r  l e s s ?  

A. Around t h a t  t i m e .  

Q Do you remember who t h e s e  p e o p l e  a r e  h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q The man w i t h  t h e  j o k e r  i n  h i s  he lme t?  

A. STANLEY, s i r .  

Q. Why w e r e  you c a r r y i n g  r o p e s ?  

A .  W e  c a r r i e d  r o p e s  a l o t  of t i m e s  f o r  go ing  i n t o  
t u n n e l s .  W e  would u se  t h e  r o p e s  f o r  go ing  down i n t o  t u n n e l s .  

Q What ' s  t h i s  i n  you r  mouth? 
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A. A p i e c e  of  c o t t o n .  

Q - To b i t e  on? 

A. Y e s .  

Q - ,Can you i d e n t i f y  t h i s  man? 

A. No, sir. I c a n ' t  see h i s  f a c e .  

Q Th i s  i s  photograph number P-7. Is t h a t  t h e  same 
p lace?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q I n o t i c e  i n  photo P-6 you have your helmet o f f ,  
and i n  t h i s  photo you have your  helmet on? 

A. Right .  T h a t ' s  when t h e y  l a i d  m e  down. This  is  
when I a c t u a l l y  g o t  h i t ,  and t h e y  l a i d  me down. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  So t h i s  photo  number P-7'was t aken  
be fo re  number P-6? 

A. Right .  

Q- Thi s  w a s  when? Th i s  was immediately a f t e r  you 
g o t  wounded? 

A. Y e s  , sir. 

Q Now, when t h e y  l a i d  you down how f a r  from t h i s  
s p o t  d i d  t hey  l a y  you down i n  photo number P-7? 

A. A few fee t ,  

Q *  Photo number P-8, I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i s  CAPEZZA, 
i s n  ' t i t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

Q - H e  w a s  t h e  medic? 

A. Y e s .  
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Q- Is t h i s  t h e  same l o c a t i o n ?  

A. Yes, sir.  


Q- You s t i l l  have your helmet on? 


A. Y e s ,  sir. 


Q- Is t h i s  t h e  same loca t ion?  


A. Y e s ,  sir. 


Q* This  is  s t i l l  t h e  same l o c a t i o n ?  


A. Y e s ,  sir. 


Q- Captain MEDINA h a d n ' t  a r r i v e d  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  time? 


A. Not y e t ,  sir. 

Q - Do you remember how long a f t e r  you were wounded t h a t  
.. Captain MEDINA g o t  the re?  

A. About 2  o r  3 minutes. 

9. That fast? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. He must have been c l o s e  by? 

A. - Y e s  , sir. 

Q. Do you remember t h e  t ime when you were wounded? 
Did you look a t  your watch? 

A. About 11:30 o r  12 o 'c lock .  I t  was somewhere 

around t h e r e .  


Q. The log  of Task Force Barker says  t h a t  you were 
wounded a t  1020. 

I don' t know. I could be o f f  i n  t h e  time. 
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Q - I t  says  you w e r e  evacuated a t  1030. 

A. Like I s a i d ,  I could be o f f  on t h e  t ime. 

Q. You d o n ' t  d i sagree  with t h a t  time? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t ,  because I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  what 
time it w a s .  

Q. Your f o o t  seems t o  be p r e t t y  we l l  bandaged a t  t h i s  
po in t .  You must have gone through t h e  e n t i r e  f i r s t  a id?  

A. They d id ,  and a l s o  gave me morphine. We had some 
good medics i n  t h a t  o u t f i t .  

Q This i s  photo number 9 and it shows you being 
c a r r i e d  by two men. Who i s  t h e  man on your r i g h t ?  

(Exh ib i t  P-9 was shown t o  t h e  wi tness  .) 

Q - And WIDMER on your l e f t ?  

A. 'Right .  

Q *  Is t h i s  when you were c a r r i e d  t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Right . 
Q. How f a r  was t h i s  photograph taken from t h e  l o c a t i o n  
where you were wounded? 

A. I ' d  say about 2 5  o r  30 f e e t .  

Q - Here ' s  photo number 10,  and once again you were 
on t h e  ground? 

(Exh ib i t  P-10 was shown t o  t h e  wi tness . )  

A. This  p i c t u r e  was taken r i g h t  a f t e r  t h a t  one, and I 
c a n ' t  say which was e x a c t l y  f i r s t ,  but--

10 
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Q- ( In te rpos ing)  What I a m  t r y i n g  t o  do i s  t i e  
these  l o c a t i o n s  down. This photo shows you l y i n g  f l a t  on t h e  
ground with two men bent  over you. I c a n ' t  t e l l  i f  t h i s  was t h e  
l o c a t i o n  of t h e  f i r s t  photograph o r  i f  you-have been moved 
t o  a new l o c a t i o n .  

A. They d i d n ' t  move me. They only moved me about 
2 o r  3  f e e t  a t  t h e  most. 

Q. Except when you were brought t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Right.  

Q* So a l l  of t h e s e  photographs of you l y i n g  down 
with t h e  bandage on were taken wi th in  5 o r  6 f e e t  of each 
o the r?  

A. Right. 

Q.  From t h e  t ime t h a t  they picked you up from t h a t  
spo t  where you were wounded, and t h e  time t h a t  you were moved 
t o  go t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  they d i d n ' t  p u t  you down anywhere, 
d i d  they? 

A. No, sir. 

Q- You went s t r a i g h t  from t h e  p l a c e  t h a t  you were 
wounded t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - I show you photos P-11 and P-12? 

A. That i s  when I was being taken t o  i t ,  and t h a t  i s  
when I w a s  boarding it. 

Q. The l o g  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  was 1030 i n  t h e  morn-
ing. By using t h e  two logs  we determined i f  t h i s  i s  accura te ,  
and it could be t h a t  t h e  logs  a r e  i n  e r r o r ,  t h a t  you were 
wounded and then evacuated wi th in  1 0  minutes.  Was it t h a t  
f a s t ?  

A. I t  w a s  d e f i n i t e l y  f a s t .  
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Q. The h e l i c o p t e r  d o e s n ' t  s e e m  t o  be marked w i t h  
Red Cross markings. Was it a s l i c k ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q I t  w a s n ' t  an evacua t ion  sh ip?  

A. N o .  

( E x h i b i t  P-13 w a s  shown t o  w i t n e s s . )  

I'm n o t  s u r e  about  t h i s  one. 

Q You mean t h e  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. N o .  

Q. You c a n ' t  v e r i f y  t h e  p l ace?  

A. N o ,  sir,. 

Q. W e  have t h e  f i r s t  t w o  people ;  L ieu t enan t  ALAUX 
and Se rgean t  MARONEY. 

A. ' T h a t ' s  L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY. 

Q. You t h i n k  t h a t ' s  L i eu t enan t  CALLEY? You t h i n k  
t h e  t h i r d  one i s  L ieu tenan t  CALLEY? 

A. T h a t ' s  CALLEY. 

Q. W e  had f i g u r e d  t h a t  t h a t  w a s  p a r t  of t h e  command 
group. 

A. That  i s  L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY, sir.  I ' d  know him 
anywhere i n  t h e  world.  

( E x h i b i t  P-16 w a s  shown t o  wi tnes s  .) 

D o  you know where t h a t  w a s  l o c a t e d ?  

I t  w a s  I n  t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  I would say .  

How f a r  w a s  t h i s  p o i n t  from where you were wounded? 
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A. 	 About 100 f e e t  I guess.  

(Exh ib i t  P-23 was shown t o  wi tness . )  

Q *  	 Do you remember t h i s  Vietnamese? Have you ever 
seen h i s  f ace?  

(Exh ib i t  P-29 was shown t o  wi tness  .) 

9- Do you recognize t h a t  scene? 

A. 	 That looks l i k e  where we landed. 

T h a t ' s  where you th ink  t h e  landing  zone was? 

A. 	 Right.  

(Exh ib i t  P-31 was shown t o  wi tness . )  

Q - Can you l o c a t e  t h a t  pa th  on t h e  photograph I 
showed you? 

A. 	 I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q. 	 L e t ' s  pu t  it a s i d e  and come back t o  it. 

(Exh ib i t  P-32 was shown t o  wi tness . )  

How about t h i s  woman i n  P-32? 

A. 	 I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

(Exh ib i t  P-33 was shown t o  wi tness . )  

Q- This  i s  t h e  same photograph a s  P-16, b u t  it i s  
j u s t  c l o s e r ?  

A. . 	Right.  

(Exh ib i t  P-36 w a s  shown t o  wi tness . )  

Q- This  shows you a r e  wounded again.  

13 APP T-53 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

( E x h i b i t  P-39 w a s  shown t o  wi tness . )  

Q. How about  t h a t  one? 

A. I saw it. 

( E x h i b i t  P-40 w a s  shown t o  wi tness . )  

Q- How about  P-40? 

A. I saw t h a t  scene too .  

Q- You're s u r e  you saw i t ?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  I s a w  it. 

Q* W e ' l l  see i f  w e  can l o c a t e  it later.  

( E x h i b i t  P-60 was shown t o  wi tness . )  

How about  P-60? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I s a w  a guy l i g h t i n g  a c i g a r e t t e  
l i g h t e r .  

Q- What about t h i s ?  Have you seen t h a t ?  

A. I ' d  have t o  s e e  a b e t t e r  p i c t u r e .  You c a n ' t  t e l l  
much about t h a t .  

( E x h i b i t  P-125 was shown t o  wi tness . )  

Q How about t h a t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  say  I s a w  t h i s  exac t  b u i l d i n g  burning.  W e  
s a w  a l o t  of b u i l d i n g s  burning.  

Q- You c a n ' t  l o c a t e  t h i s  e x a c t  one? 

No.A,  

(COL WILSON o r i e n t s  t h e  wi tness  wi th  E x h i b i t  P-1.) 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  what you d i d  when you g o t  off t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r ?  

14 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. A s  soon a s  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  took o f f  
w e  g o t  up and s t a r t e d  f o r  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. How f a r  d i d  you have t o  go from your h e l i c o p t e r  
t o  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

Not very f a r .  

Q. How f a r  i s  t h a t ?  

A. About 25 meters.  

Q. Were you i n  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Did you move immediately i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  
d i d  you group on a c e r t a i n  t e r r a i n  f e a t u r e ?  

A. No, we s t a r t e d  r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q - You d i d n ' t  s t o p  and secure  u n t i l  t h e  o t h e r  h e l i -
cop te r s  came i n ?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q But you were wi th  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ?  

A. Y e s  , sir. 

Q - Which squad were you i n ?  

A. The f i r s t  squad. 

Who was your squad l eader?  

A. Sergeant  MITCHELL. 

Q- Fken you moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  do you r e c a l l  
whether you moved through t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  whether you moved 
on t h e  south s i d e  of i t ?  When you g o t  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  
d i d  you go i n t o  a group of hootches o r  d i d  you keep t h e  
hootches on your l e f t ?  

I (CARTER) 15  
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A. I b e l i e v e  t h e  hu t s  were on t h e  l e f t .  

Q - What was on your r i g h t ?  

A. There was some hedgerows and a few h u t s  s c a t t e r e d  
i n  t h e r e .  

Q. Do you know how f a r  you were from t h e  edge of t h e  
' v i l l a g e ?  Could you s e e  t h e  r i c e  paddies t o  t h e  r i g h t ?  

A. Yes. You could see  t h e  r i c e  paddies .  

Q Through t h e  vegeta t ion?  

A.  You could look between t h e  houses and s e e  t h e  r i c e  
paddies .  

Q What you see  i n  f r o n t  of you i s  a blowup which 
inc ludes  t h e  a r e a  where t h e  landing  zone was. You were some-
where i n  t h e  south end of t h e  v i l l a g e .  What I a m  t r y i n g  t o  
determine i s  whether you were i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  o r  whether you 
moved along t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  went along t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. We moved along t h a t  t r a i l .  I remember t h a t  b ig  
t r a i l  t h a t  went along t h e  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q I f  you moved along t h i s  t r a i l ,  t h e r e  was very
l i t t l e  t o  your r i g h t ?  

A. There was some hootches on both s i d e s  of t h i s  
t r a i l .  

Q You could have been a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  i n s i d e  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  b u t  you could see  these  open f i e l d s  o u t  here? 

A. Yes. 

Q =  How f a r  was it t o  t h e  p o i n t ,  from where you were, 
where these  f i e l d s  began? Was it 25 ,  50, 1 0 0  meters? 

A.  I ' d  say about 75 meters.  
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Q. So you were about 75 meters i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  from 
t h e  south edge? 

A. Right. 

Q. Now, we have been a b l e  t o  determine from o t h e r  
wi tnesses  t h a t  you were wounded somewhere around the  cen te r  
of t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h e  southern p a r t  of it. I n  o t h e r  words, 
your p la toon had moved almost 200 meters i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
when you were wounded. Do you remember about how f a r  you 
had gone i n ?  

A. W e  were q u i t e  a  ways i n  t h e r e ,  bu t  I cou ldn ' t  say 
how much f u r t h e r  we had i n  f r o n t  of us because I l e f t .  

Q- I d o n ' t  understand t h i s .  Is t h e r e  a h i l l  i n  t h i s  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. No. When I was f i r s t  wounded, I was fac ing  l i k e  
t h i s  and t h e r e  was a r i c e  paddy o f f  t o  t h e  r i g h t  and t h e r e  
was a h i l l  between t h e  r i c e  paddy and t h e  v i l l a g e .  We were 
between a h i l l  and t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. You were between a h i l l  and t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  The company t h a t  went i n  o r  t h e  
bunch t h a t  was with us. I t  wasn 't a very b i g  h i l l .  

Q =  Could you see  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of i t ?  

A. No. 

Q. A s  I understand it, t o  your r i g h t  t h e r e  was a  h i l l ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you know which d i r e c t i o n  you were facing? 

A. No, sir. 

Q* Were you moving i n  t h e  same d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  you 
marched? 

A. I am n o t  su re .  
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(The w i t n e s s  p o i n t s  t o  a p o i n t  on E x h i b i t  P-11.) 

There  w a s  a h i l l  r i g h t  about  he re .  

(The w i t n e s s  p o i n t s  t o  a p o i n t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  
of  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  appear ing  on E x h i b i t  P-11. )  

The h i l l  w a s  r i g h t  beyond t h i s  chopper. I remember 
a h e l i c o p t e r  w a s  s h o o t i n g  on t h e  h i l l .  

Q How f a r  away was t h e  h i l l ?  

A. About 150 t o  175 meters .  

Q. That w a s  probably H i l l  85. Were t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s
f i r i n g  i n t o  i t ?  

A. Y e s .  
. . 

Q. The main t h i n g  t h a t  w e  have been a b l e  t o  p i n  down, 
and t h e  main t h i n g  t h a t  w e  have e s t a b l i s h e d  i s  t h a t  you 
d o n ' t  r ecogn ize  t h i s  a r e a  i n  h e r e  a s  be ing  t h e  area where you 
were wounded and evacuated? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q .  I t h i n k  t h e  main t h i n g  we have e s t a b l i s h e d  is  
t h a t  from t h e  p o i n t  where you w e r e  wounded t o  t h e  p o i n t  
where you were evacua ted  w a s  about  50 t o  75 me te r s .  Is t h a t  
co r r ec t . ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q - I n  o t h e r  words, t h e y  j u s t  moved you from t h a t  
b u i l d i n g  which you were l y i n g  a g a i n s t ,  t h e  b i g  w a l l  i n  
t h e  p i c t u r e ,  t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

( E x h i b i t  P-31 w a s  shown t o  w i t n e s s . )  

Q . Do you remember where t h a t  was? Was t h a t  on t h e  
t r a i l  where you w e r e  moving? 

A. Yes, sir. F u r t h e r  up t h i s  way and coming back 
towards m e  i s  where I was wounded. 

Q So t h i s  would be t h e  t r a i l  on t h e  sou the rn  edge
of  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. W e  were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and then we came back o u t  
on t h i s  t r a i l .  I remember t h a t .  

Q- And t h a t  i s  t h e  t r a i l  on t h e  south edge of t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. 	 Y e s .  

Q *  	 And t h i s  was before  you w e r e  wounded? 

A. 	 Yes , sir. 

Q. 	 How f a r  up t h e  road were you wounded? 

A. 	 I t  wasn ' t  no mi le  o r  nothing l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. 	 Was it 50, 100 meters? 

A. 	 Around t h a t .  We c a l l e d  it t h e  "bloody t r a i l " .  

(Exh ib i t  P-32 was shown t o  wi tness .  ) 

Q - What about number P-32? 

A. 	 I passed by t h i s  s i g h t  here .  I remember it, sir. 

Do you know where t h a t  was? 

No. 

W a s  t h a t  on t h e  same t r a i l ?  

I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q- Did you ever  g e t  down t o  t h e  main road about 
300 meters south  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you d i d  
because you w e r e  wounded up here.  

A. 	 No. 

(Exhib i t  P-39 w a s  shown t o  wi tness . )  

Q-	 Here i s  number P-39. 

I s a w  t h i s  t o o ,  sir. 
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Q. W a s  t h a t  on t h e  same t r a i l ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q How f a r  i s  it from photo number P-31? 

A. I n  my opin ion  I would say about 25 t o  30 meters.  

Q. When d i d  you see  t h i s ?  

A. I s a w  t h i s  f u r t h e r  down t h e  t r a i l  where I was 
wounded. 

(Exhib i t  P-40 was shown t o  wi tness . )  

Q Where was P-40 taken? 

A. That was taken - - t h e r e  were more people.  

Q. Was t h i s  taken i n  about t h e  same a r e a  a s  where you 
i d e n t i f i e d  those  o t h e r  two photographs? 

A. A l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q - This  was c l o s e r  t o  where you were wounded? 

A. . Right. 

Q. Were you with t h e  group t h a t  rounded t h e s e  people 
up? 

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you s e e  what happened t o  them? 

A. Yes, sir.  I n  f a c t ,  when they s h o t  t h e s e  people,  
t h e r e  were s t i l l  some l i v i n g .  Here i s  how I g o t  wounded. 
They s h o t  them and t h e r e  were s t i l l  some a l i v e ,  and t h i s  man 
r i g h t  here ,  WIDMER, used my .45 and it jammed. 

Q Your .45 jammed? 
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A. Right.  The .45 jammed on him, and he came back 
and s a i d ,  "The damn t h i n g  jammed." I was j u s t  about l i k e  
t h i s .  (Motions t h a t  he was bending over . )  I p u l l e d  t h e  
th ing  back and t h e  damn t h i n g  went o f f .  

Q* Is t h i s  group of people here  r e l a t e d  i n  any way 
t o  t h e  ones i n  P-41? 

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  they were. 

Q Did you s e e  t h e s e  people a f t e r  they  were sho t?  

A?. Y e s .  

Q- E x h i b i t  P -41  was on a t r a i l .  Was t h i s  photo on 
a t r a i l  o r  was it i n  f u r t h e r ?  

A. Photograph number P-40 was i n s i d e .  

Q How f a r  i n  from t h e  t r a i l ,  which you c a l l e d  t h e  
"bloody t r a i l "  was t h i s  taken (number P-40) ? 

A. I t  wasn ' t  t h a t  f a r  i n .  

Q. What was t h e  purpose f o r  shoot ing  t h e s e  people? 
Do you kno-w? 

A. I d o n ' t  pe r sona l ly  know. 

COL WILSON: I t h i n k  t h a t  completes what we wanted t o  g e t  
from t h e  photos ,  and you have helped a l o t  by your i d e n t i -
f i c a t i o n  of where you were and how f a r  you were moved. 

Thank you. 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  0944 hours ,  2 January 
1970.) 
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( T h e  hea r ing  reconvened a t  1 1 2 0  hours ,  2 January  
1 9 7 0 . )  

MR WEST: T h e  hear ing  w i l l  c o m e  t o  order. 

RCDR: T h e  f o l l o w i n g  persons are present:  MR WEST, 
COL FRANKLIN, and MAJ COOP. 

T h e  hearing recalls M r .  H e r b e r t  L. CARTER. 

(MR CARTER, w a s  recalled as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  
advised t h a t  he w a s  s t i l l  under oa th ,  and t e s t i f i e d  as f o l l o w s : )  

MR WEST: M r .  CARTER, I understand you are a f o r m e r  m e m b e r  
of t h e  Army?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - When w e r e  you discharged? 

A p r i l  11, 1 9 6 9 .  

Q. What w a s  your duty a s s i g n m e n t  on 1 6  M a r c h  1 9 6 8 ?  

A. T u n n e l  r a t .  

Q How about your o u t f i t  and w h e r e  you w e r e  s ta t ioned? 

A. D u r i n g  t h e  a l leged m a s s a c r e ?  

Q - Y e s ?  

A. T u n n e l  r a t .  

Q - W h a t  w a s  your c o m p a n y ?  

A. C / 1 / 2 0 .  

Q 9 What platoon w e r e  you i n ?  

A. T h e  1st P l a t o o n ,  f i r s t  squad. 

Q - Who w a s  your squad leader? 

A. L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY. 
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a.  W e l l ,  I t h i n k  he was your p l a toon  l e a d e r ?  

A. Right .  

(2 How about  squad l eade r?  

A. Sergeant  COWAN. 

Q. A r e  you s u r e  he w a s n ' t  your p l a toon  se rgean t?  

A. H e  was. Sergeant  MITCHELL was my squad l e a d e r .  

Q- Sergeant  MITCHELL w a s  your squad l e a d e r  and Ser-
gean t  COWAN was your p la toon  se rgean t?  

A. And'Lieutenant  CALLEY was my p la toon  l e a d e r .  

Q- Do you remember t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  Captain  MEDINA 
gave t h e  company on t h e  15 th  of March, 1968, t h e  day be fo re  
the o p e r a t i o n  a g a i n s t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Y e s .  

0. Could you t e l l  us  what Captain  MEDINA t o l d  t h e  
company a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I could say e x a c t l y .  

Q- T h a t ' s  a l l  r i g h t .  J u s t  what you r e c a l l ?  

A. W e  had s t e a k  and bee r  and had a s t r i p  movie, and 
a f t e r  t h a t  w e  went t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  Capta in  MEDINA t o l d  
us  w e  w e r e  going t o  g e t  our  revenge back f o r ,  you know, 
what happened i n  t h e  p a s t .  H e  s a i d  t h a t ,  you know. H e  
a l s o  t o l d  us  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  no c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h a t  a rea .  H e  
s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  were no c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h a t  a rea .  H e  s a i d  
t h a t  everybody, you know, i f  t hey  w e r e  n o t  VC t h e y  w e r e  VC 
sympathizers .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  no th ing  would be l e f t  s tanding .  

Q - Was t h i s  t h e  u s u a l  s o r t  of b r i e f i n g  t h a t  he gave,  
014 was- t h i s  one a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t ?  

A. This  one was a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t .  H e  u s u a l l y  gave 
u s  our  b r i e f i n g s  f o r  our  mis s ions ,  b u t  t h i s  one was a l i t t l e  
d i f f e r e n t .  
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Q What e l s e  d i d  he say about t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. He d i d n ' t  have t o  say too  much about t h e  v i l l a g e .  
W e  a l ready knew what was i n  t h e r e .  We thought we knew what 
was i n  t h e r e ,  t o  p u t  it t h a t  way. 

Q. What kind of mood was t h e  company i n  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. They were sca red  and undecided and a l i t t l e  shook 
up a t  t h e  same time. You t h i n k  you know what t o  expect ,  bu t  
you s t i l l  d o n ' t  know, 

Q- They had t h e  i d e a  t h a t  it was l i a b l e  t o  be a 
tough f i g h t  t h e  next  day? 

A.  Yes. We d i d n ' t  know, bu t  then  we had a good i d e a  
because we knew what was i n  t h e  area .  We come i n  con tac t  
with t h a t  bunch before .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  t h e  company g e t t i n g  i n t o  a minef ie ld  
some 2 o r  3 weeks before  t h a t ?  

A. Yes. That was before  t h a t .  That was when WILSON 
was k i l l e d ,  wasn ' t  i t ?  Bobby WILSON was k i l l e d  then. 

Q - We've had evidence t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  

A. I n  f a c t ,  i f  I had b e a t  Bobby t o  t h a t  pa th  it prob-
ably would have been me, because we both were walking po in t .  

Q.  He was just ahead of ,you? " 

A. Yes. 

Q Do you remember what t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  were i n  t h a t  
inc iden t?  

A.  There were about 15 i n  t h e  whole company. You 
could hear  booby t r a p s  going o f f  a l l  around. 

Q. You know, we have one s tatement  t h a t  t h i s  mine-
f i e l d  was what you c a l l  a command-detonated minef ie ld .  Some-
body watched it, and when people go t  i n  it they s e t  t h e  mines 
o f f ?  
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A. I t  c o u l d n ' t  be. I f  t h a t  minef ie ld  was command-
detonated then a l l  those people - - can I show you on t h i s  
paper? i 

Q .  Go ahead. 

(The wi tness  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  minef i e ld  on a 
p iece  of paper.  ) 

A. There was a l i t t l e  h i l l  l i k e  t h i s  and a l i t t l e  
hedgerow. There was a wood l i n e .  We come i n  he re  next  t o  
t h e  hedge l i n e .  When t h e  element g o t  i n  here  and i f  t h i s  
minef ie ld  was command-detonated - - one mine went o f f  
and then  another  went o f f .  WILSON kind of b e a t  me t o  it 
and I went up on t h e  h i l l .  I went one way and WILSON and 
a bunch of guys went t h e  o t h e r  way. I f  t h i s  minef i e ld  
was command-detonated, it would have g o t  t h e  whole bunch 
of guys wi th  WILSON and a l s o  could have g o t  us up here .  
This  way it only g o t  t h r e e  people.  I f  it was command-de-
tonated ,  it would have had t o  g e t  some more people.  

Q. So, he must have s tepped on something t o '  s e t  it 
o f f ?  

A. It was a "Bouncing Bet ty" ,  and a "Bouncing Bet ty" 
c a n ' t  be command detonated l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. This  he lps .  Was t h i s  p r e t t y  much on everybody's 
minds on t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  15th ,  when you were t o  go i n t o  
My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Did Captain MEDINA say anything about t h i s  when he 
b r i e f e d  you? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember him saying  anything l i k e  t h i s .  

Q. What was your impression, a f t e r  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ,  about 
what t h e  company was t o  do when they  went i n t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A. W e l l ,  p e r sona l ly  I thought w e  were going t o  have t o  
f i g h t  our  way i n  t h e r e .  I ' m  s u r e  t h i s  went through a l o t  of 
people ' s minds. 
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Q Do you remember t a l k i n g  t o  a M r .  CASH, an i n -
v e s t i g a t o r  f o r  t h e  C I D ,  down i n  Houston? 

A.  Right .  

Q. H e  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  w i t h  you and you have,  
i n  your sworn s t a t e m e n t ,  which w a s  made b e f o r e  M r .  CASH, t h i s  
s t a t emen t .  "The n i g h t  b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  Capta in  MEDINA 
gave t h e  u n i t  a pep t a l k  and a b r i e f i n g .  The b r i e f i n g  w a s  
t h e  u s u a l ;  equipment t o  t a k e  and what o r d e r s  w e  would go i n .  
The pep t a l k  was unusual .  He s a i d ,  ' W e l l ,  boy, t h i s  i s  your 
chance t o  g e t  revenge on t h e s e  people .  When w e  go' i n t o  My 
L a i  ( 4 )  , i t ' s  open season .  When w e  l e a v e ,  n o t h i n g  w i l l  be 
l i v i n g .  Eve r th ing  i s  going t o  go . '  He a l s o  s a i d  t o  l e v e l  
t h e  v i l l a g e . "  Is t h i s  about  what you t o l d  M r .  CASH? 

A.  Right ,  sir.  H e  s a i d  t o  l e a v e  no th ing  s t a n d i n g  
wh i l e  I am t h i n k i n g  about  it, and I t r i e d  t o  g e t  i n  c o n t a c t  
w i t h  M r .  CASH. Now, Colone l  BARKER, he w a s  o u t s i d e  t h e  CP 
when t h i s  happened and when Capta in  MEDINA w a s  t a l k i n g  t o  u s .  

Q. A t  t h e  t i m e  of  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A.  Y e s ,  he was. Now, I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  about  it u n t i l  
l a t e r  on,  b u t  h e  w a s  t h e r e .  

Q So he could  h e a r  what w a s  going on. 

A. Y e s ,  he could.  H i m  and a couple  majors .  I know 
t h e r e  w a s  a l o t  of  b r a s s  t h e r e .  They w e r e  o u t s i d e  t h e r e .  

Q Do you know Major CALHOUN? 

A. The name sounds f a m i l i a r .  

Q Major CALHOUN w a s  t h e  S3 of  Task Force  Barker?  

A. I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  s u r e .  You know, a l o t  of  ,guys I 
know t h e i r  f a c e s  and I d o n ' t  know t h e i r  names. 

Q You remember a L ieu tenan t  KOTOUC, t h e  S2 of  Task 
Force  Barker? 

A. You know, I mean, i t ' s  been a long t i m e .  

Q - Sure .  2 1  o r  22  months. 
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A. A l o t  of t h i n g s  s l i p p e d  my mind. Like those  

p i c t u r e s .  I ' v e  seen them, bu t  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  where 

it a l l  happened. I cou ldn ' t  pu t  it t o g e t h e r  and say it 

happened here  o r  it happened t h e r e  because I d o n ' t  know. 


Q. But, t h i s  t h a t  I read  p r e t t y  w e l l  r e p r e s e n t s  

what he t o l d  you? 


A. Y e s .  

Q. A f t e r  Captain M E D I N A ' s  b r i e f i n g ,  d i d  Lieutenant  

CALLEY b r i e f  t h e  p la toon,  t h e  1st Platoon? 


A. No. He d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  b r i e f  us.  You know, we 

had t o  g e t  our  equipment t o g e t h e r  and t h i s  s o r t  of th ing .  

He always wanted t o  g e t  t h e  equipment and t h i n g s  ready. H e  

was t h a t  way. 


Q. What d i d  he t e l l  you about your equipment and 

supp l i e s?  


A. W e  had t o  double up on everyth ing  and t h e  equip- 

ment. We doubled up on ammunition and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  


Q* Do you remember having a conversa t ion  with STANLEY 
along about t h i s  t ime o r  t h a t  evening about what was going 
t o  happen i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A .  STANLEY and I were, you know, we t a l k e d  about t h i n g s  
l i k e  t h i s  a l l  t h e  t ime. STANLEY a c t u a l l y  knew, you know, 
STANLEY was a p r e t t y  sharp  dude. STANLEY k ind  of f e l t  it was 
going t o  happen. This was a weird d e a l .  

Q. H e  f e l t  l i k e  it was going t o  happen? What do you 
mean? 

A. H e  k ind  of f e l t  l i k e  something l i k e  t h i s  was go-

i n g  t o  happen. 


Q. Are you t a l k i n g  about t h e  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. Right.  STANLEY was always very sympathet ic  toward 
t h e  c i v i l i a n s .  He always was t r y i n g  t o  be a b i g  b ro the r  t o  
them. 
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Q - What was it t h a t  made you t h i n k  t h i s  was going 
t o  happen be fo re  it did?  

A. Made me t h i n k ?  

Q.' Yes? You and STANLEY? 

A. Now I d i d n ' t  say I thought  it was going t o  happen. 

Q. You s a i d  t h a t  STANLEY did?  

A. Right .  I mean, a c t u a l l y  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  I d i d n ' t  
know what was going t o  happen. I was a s  confused a s  every-
body else. 

Q 0' 
STANLEY had t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e  people  l i v i n g  i n  

t h e  v i l l a g e  w e r e  going t o  be k i l l e d ?  

A. Right .  You know, l i k e  I s a i d ,  a t  t h i s  t i m e  every-
body was p r e t t y  upse t  about t h e  whole mess anyway. Everybody 
would l i k e  t o  see o l d  P i n k v i l l e  j u s t  down, you know, j u s t  
c a n ' t  move. 

Q This  was because of t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  t h e  corn-
pany had? 

A. Right .  

COL FRANKLIN: Did STANLEY say anything t o  you about t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  he thought some women w e r e  going t o  g e t  k i l l e d  and why 
he  thought  t h a t ?  

A. H e  never  s a i d  a c t u a l l y  why he thought  it. You 
know, you can t a l k  t o  a person ,  you know, and g a t h e r  something. 
I t  might n o t  be e x a c t l y  what he i s  t h i n k i n g ,  b u t  you know 
t h a t  i t - - a f t e r  a l l ,  you know i t ' s  t h e r e .  I t ' s  weird.  

I t ' s  j u s t  l i k e  you g e t  t h i n k i n g  and you know, I 
r e a l l y  d o n ' t  th ink--I  g e t  t h i n k i n g  sometimes t h e r e  and 
those  people want t o  know why they g o t  k i l l e d .  Why I g o t  
t o  d i e ,  you know. They want t o  know why they  g o t  t o  d i e .  
A t  t h e  same t i m e  t h e  guys t h a t  s h o t  them d o n ' t  know why they  
s h o t  them. They d o n ' t  know why they  s h o t  them, and t h e  people  
d o n ' t  know why they  d ied .  I t ' s  j u s t  t h e  misfor tunes  of war. 
I t ' s  bad, b u t  it happened, you know. 

MR WEST: M r .  CARTER, I am going t o  show you photographs 
of f o u r  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  have been admit ted i n t o  evidence a s  
E x h i b i t s  P-49 through P-52. 
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Now, w e ' r e  going t o  block o f f  - t h e i r  names s o  
t h a t  you c a n ' t  see t h e i r  names, and I ' l l  ask you i f  you re -
member see ing  any of  those o f f i c e r s  t h a t  n i g h t  a t  t h e  b r i e f -
ing?  

(MR WEST hands t h e  wi tness  Exh ib i t s  P-49 through 
P-52 .) 

A. Like I s a i d  i t ' s  been 2 2  months, b u t  I be l i eve  i t  
was t h i s  one, s L r .  A s  f a r  as  remembering - - I c a n ' t  r e a l -
l y  say.  I ' m  no t  s u r e  s o  I ' m  n o t  going t o  say.  1 t h ink  t h i s  
one here .  

Q. That was Major MCKNIGHT . 
Do you remember t h e  name MCKNIGHT? 

A. No, sir.  The name d o n ' t  mean nothing t o  m e .  

Q. Let ' s  go t o  t h e  next  day, M r .  CARTER, t h e  1 6 t h ,  and 
a f t e r  you h l t  t h e  landing zone w e s t  of My Lai ( 4 ) .  Could you 
j u s t  t e l l  us i n  your own words what happened? 

A. W e  come i n t o  t h e  LZ and g o t  o f f  t h e  choppers,  and 
sere was this o l d  man s tanding  ou t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f f  t o  m y  
l e f t  . 

M 
F Q- Were you f a c i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s .  To my l e f t .  I t  seemed l i k e  he was waving 
b h i s  hands i n  a f r i e n d l y  s o r t  of way, and he was sho t .  By 
I-' whom I don" know. 
XI 

Q. Was t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  person you saw k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s E r .  That one a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  . 
Q. Thfs was a Vietnamese man? 

A. Y e s .  

Q What happened next?  

A .  Well, t h a t ' s  when a l l  h e l l  broke loose .  They went 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and s t a r t e d  k i l l i n g  and burning. 
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Q. W e l l ,  before  t h i s ,  do you remember an i n c i d e n t  
involving a woman who came o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ? -  

A *  That w a s  t h e  one t h a t  Captain MEDINA sho t .  

Q. That was your testimony when you t a l k e d  t o  M r .  CASH. 
Would you r e l a t e  t h a t  i n c i d e n t  t o  us? 

A. He j u s t  s h o t  t h i s  woman. 

Q. Where d i d  she come from? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  exac t ly .  Like I say ,  I d o n ' t  know 
e x a c t l y  where she  came from. I c a n ' t  say she came o u t  of a 
house. I c a n ' t  say she  was g e t t i n g  some water .  I d o n ' t  know 
where she came from. 

Q. How f a r  away from h e r  were you? 

A. I t  wasn ' t  f a r .  

Q - I b e l i e v e  you t o l d  M r .  CASH you were about 50 o r  
60 f e e t  away. Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Right. 


Q - What happened? 


A. He s h o t  t h e  woman. 

Q. Who i s  ' t h i s ?  

A. Captain F D I N A .  
i , 

Q. What d i d  he shoot  h e r  with? 

Q. Did you s e e  h e r  t h r e a t e n  him i n  any way? 

A. Threaten him? She was saying something. 

Q *  Yes? 

A. I thinK what hap.pened i s  someone s h o t  h e r  k id  o r  
something l i k e  tha.t .  I d o n ' t  speak Vietnamese o r  anything 
l i k e  t h a t  and I c o u l d n ' t  say e x a c t l y  what. There was a d i s -
cussion o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  
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Q. She was saying something? 

A. You know, she was e x c i t e d  and upset .  

Q. I d o n ' t  t h ink  I understood you j u s t  then.  Did 
you say something about a c h i l d ?  

A. Y e s .  There was a k i d  involved. 

Q. Now, t h i s  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  happened o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l -
l age  when Captain MEDINA k i l l e d  t h e  woman. Our evidence i s  
t h a t  t h e r e  was no c h i l d  around. There was a g i r l  o r  a young 
woman and she was by h e r s e l f ?  

A. Like I say ,  a s  f a r  a s  I could g a t h e r  t h e r e  was a 
c h i l d  involved. 

Q- Okay. Would you s t a r t  then when your squad s t a r t e d  
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t e l l  us wha t  happened? 

A. They j u s t  went through shoot ing  people,  burning 
houses, p u t t i n g  people i n  t h e  w e l l ,  shoot ing them, heaving 
dead bodies  i n  t h e  water t o  keep them from dr ink ing  it. You 
know, t h e  Vietnamese a r e  very s u p e r s t i t i o u s  t h a t  way. 

Q Now, d i d  you e v e r  r ece ive  any h o s t i l e  f i r e  frsm 
t h e  t i m e  you landed? 

A. No. 

Q - Nobody ever  s h o t  a t  you? 

A. It was j u s t  l i k e  I t o l d  M r .  CASH. NOW,  t h e r e  was 
shoot ing.  There was s o  much shoot ing  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  I 
d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  a man t h e r e  could a c t u a l l y  say t h a t  t h e r e  wasn ' t  
o r  was a c t u a l l y  f i r i n g .  There was s o  much shoot ing  by our  
s i d e ,  you know. None of our  men g o t  h i t  and they  were bound 
t o  h i t  somebody. 

Q- Nobody g o t  h i t  and nobody g o t  k i l l e d ?  

A. Right.  

Q. Our evidence i s  t h a t  you were t h e  only  person h u r t  
t h a t  morning? 
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A. Right .  MEADLO was h u r t  t h a t  n i g h t .  

8.  N o ,  it w a s  t h e  n e x t  day. 

A. I t  w a s - t h a t  n i g h t ,  w a s n ' t  i t ?  

Q. The n e x t  day,  b u t  w e ' l l  g e t  i n t o  t h a t  a l i t t l e  
later .  You t o l d  M r .  CASH t h a t  your squad s t a r t e d  i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  and you s a i d :  " W e  w e r e  making s u r e  no one escaped  
from t h e  v i l l a g e . "  

A. Right .  

Q. Now, you t o l d  him about  an .nc iden t  75 o r  1 0 0  ya rds
i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e *where t h e  s o l d i e r s  d i r e c t e d  15  o r  more men, 
women, and c h i l d r e n  i n t o  a group. Do you remember t h a t  i nc iden t?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Can you t e l l  us what happened t h e r e ?  

A. They c o l l e c t e d  them i n  a group and,  you know. They 
made a few wisecracks  l i k e  G I ' s  w i l l  do,  and they  s h o t  them. 

Q. Now, you t o l d  M r .  CASH t h a t  WOOD w a s  t h e r e  and had 
an M-60 machinegun. What d i d  he do? 

A. H e  mowed them down. 

Q. Anybody else shoo t  a t  them? 

A. There w a s  a number of people  s h o o t i n g  a t  them, 
b u t  as far  as t h e  names o r  r e c a l l i n g  everybody.. .. 
Q You t o l d  M r .  CASK t h a t  Se rgean t  MITCHELL f i r e d  
i n t o  t h e  people  w i t h  h i s  M-16, and WIDMER was t h e r e  and f i r e d  
i n t o  t h e  people?  

A. WIDMER k i n d  of l i k e d  t h a t ,  I t h i n k .  H e  k ind  of 
enjoyed t h a t .  

Q- H e  w a s  t h e r e  and f i r e d  i n t o  them? 

A. Y e s .  
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Q- You a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  WIDMER passed among them and 

f i n i s h e d  them o f f  with h i s  M - 1 6  r i f l e ?  


A. Right. WIDMER a l s o  took my .45 and t h i s  was 

l a t e r  on. 


Q - Now, a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t ,  was MEDINA 

t h e r e  a t  t h i s  time? 


A. W e l l  MEDINA, he was pass ing  through a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  
j u s t  l i k e  I t o l d  t h i s  o t h e r  C I D  agent .  Now, I have nothing 
a g a i n s t  Captain MEDINA, you know, b u t  he s a i d  he d i d n ' t  s e e  
nothing,  and I passed by t h e  same p laces  he d i d  and I saw it. 
I c o u l d n ' t  f o r g e t  it and he c o u l d n ' t  f o r g e t  what he saw. 

Q- H e  saw t h i s  group of people k i l l e d ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q - Did he put  o u t  any o rde r s  a t  t h i s  t ime as  t o  k i l -  
l i n g  people o r  anything? 

A. Well, he d i d n ' t  g i v e  me no o rde r s  l i k e  t h a t .  I 
c a n ' t  speak f o r  t h e  o t h e r s .  

He d i d n ' t  pass  any o rde r s  on t o  o t h e r  people? 

A.  Like I s a y ,  I wouldn ' t  know what he  a c t u a l l y  s a i d  
t o  t h e  o t h e r s .  

Q. I want t o  g e t  one t h i n g  c lea red  up. I n  your s t a t e -  
ment t o  M r .  CASH, he  has you s a y ,  "MEDINA s a i d  k i l l  everybody 
and l eave  no one s tanding"?  

A .  - I thought you w e r e  t a l k i n g  about i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

9. H e ' s  g o t  it i n  h e r e  a s  i f  he might have s a i d  t h i s  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  No. 

Q- I see. Well, d i d  you mean by t h a t  t h i s  was a 
p r i o r  o r d e r  o r  orders?  

A. Y e s .  
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Q. On t h a t  p o i n t ,  M r .  CARTER, when we w e r e  speaking
of t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h e  day be fo re ,  I d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e  impression 
y ~ us a i d  t h a t  MEDINA s a i d  t o  k i l l  everybody. 

A. ' l t l s  l i k e  I say.  H e  s a i d ,  "Leave no one s t and ing . "  
If t h a t  d o n ' t  mean k i l l  everyone,  I d o n ' t  know what does. 

Q. Can you recall what happened a f t e r  t h i s  group of 
people  were k i l l e d ?  

A. This  went on a l l  day,  you know, a l l  t h a t  morning. 

Q. Now, you t o l d  M r .  CASH about an i n c i d e n t  where 
Captain MEDINA s topped a 17  o r  18-year-old man and t r i e d  t o  
g e t  him t o  run? 

A. That  was t h e  - - I t h i n k  t h a t  i s  what they  do. 
They ask them, you know, t o  run and then  shoot  them. J u s t  
l i k e  they sa id- - I  l e t  some people  go, I d id .  

I 

Q - What happened t o  t h i s  17 o r  18-year-old boy? 

A. H e  was k i l l e d ?  

Q - Who k i l l e d  him? 

A. Captain MEDINA s h o t  him. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  he k i l l e d  
him because t h e  k i d  was s t i l l - - h e  was k i l l e d  even tua l ly .  

Q. You t o l d  M r .  CASH - - , y o u  s a i d ,  "So MEDINA s h o t  
him wi th  h i s  M-16 r i f l e  and k i l l e d  him." You're n o t  a c t u a l -
l y  s u r e  t h a t  MEDINA1s s h o t  k i l l e d  t h e  man? 

A. Right.  Like M r .  CASH was asking m e  q u e s t i o n s ,  
you know. H e  would b r i n g  something up and you would remem-
b e r  it, you know. I t  was a weird d e a l .  

Q .  You mentioned a l s o  t o  M r .  CASH t h a t  t h e r e  were 
some demoli t ion men t h e r e  too?  

A. Y e s ,  t h e r e  was. 

Q. Did you know any of  them by name? 
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A. No. I drank bee r  wi th  them a t  D o t t i e  a l l  t h a t  
day be fo re  and t h a t  n i g h t .  

9-	 They were eng inee r s ,  w e r e  t hey  no t?  

A. 	 Right.  

Q. 	 We've been t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  who those  men were? 

A. They w e r e  w i th  t h e  - - I can t e l l  you t h e  o u t f i t .  
I j u s t  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  o u t f i t  r i g h t  now. 

8 - I f  you can t h i n k  of it l a t e r  on, t h a t  would be a 
he lp .  D o  you remember an i n c i d e n t  about  MEADLO and a  Vietnam-
ese man who was thrown i n  a we l l ?  

A. 	 Y e s ,  I remember it. It d i d  happen. 

Q - You t o l d  M r .  CASH t h a t  MEADLO s h o t  a Vietnamese 
and asked you t o  h e l p  throw t h e  man i n  t h e  w e l l .  Could you 
t e l l  us  about  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. 	 B e  s h o t  t h e  man and wanted t o  throw him i n  t h e  w e l l .  

W e l l ,  d i d  you h e l p  him? 

A. 	 No. 

8. 	 Who did?  

A. 	 I don' t know. 

Q. 	 Did CONTI h e l p  him? 

A. CONTI was around t h e r e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  s ay  t h a t  
he he lped  him. 

Q - 	 You d o n ' t  r e c a l l ?  

A. You know, t h a t  day I t r i e d  my b e s t  t o  s t a y  o u t  of 
t h a t  whole m e s s .  I t  might,  you know - - some people  may s a y  
t h a t  it w a s  a cowardly a c t ,  b u t  I j u s t  t r i e d  t o  s t a y  o u t  
of it. I t ' s  n o t  my bag. 

Q. 	 Was t h e  man dead when he was p u t  i n  t h e  we l l ?  

A. 	 A s  f a r  a s  I could see. 
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Q. Did you see  groups of Vietnamese people being 
rounded up? 

A. Right. 


Q- ,Could you t e l l  us about t h i s ?  


A. They was  rounding them up l i k e  c a t t l e ,  you know, 
laughing and joking and pushing them around. . , 

Q. What happened t o  them? 

A. They s h o t  them. They put  them i n  b i g  groups - -
I know t h i s  one i n c i d e n t ,  I g o t  k ind  of s i c k .  I r e a l l y  g o t  
s i c k  t o  my stomach. Sergeant  MITCHELL, and I c a n ' t  remember 
who e x a c t l y  was with them, but I remember Sergeant  MITCHELL 
j u s t  looked a t  me 'when I saw. There was a l i t t l e  d i t c h  and 
t h e  people w a s  r i g h t  t h e r e  and they  j u s t  mowed them down. 

Q- Where were t h e  people? On t h e  edge of t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. Right.  

Q. Who d i d  t h e  shoot ing? 

A. Sergeant  MITCHELL was involved with it. Like I 
s a i d ,  I d o n ' t  know - - I d o n ' t  remember a l l  t h e  names. 

Q - What about MEADLO and CALLEY? 

A. They were t h e r e .  

Q You t o l d  M r .  CASH about an i n c i d e n t  where t h e r e  
was a group of about 25 people gathered t o g e t h e r  and Lieu- 
t enan t  CALLEY s a i d ,  "When I walk away I want them a l l  k i l l e d , "  
and "MEADLO and WIDMER f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  group wi th  M - 1 6 ' s  
on automatic  f i r e " ,  and "COWAN was t h e r e  and f i r e d  i n t o  
t h e  group too . "  

A. Yes. 

Q.  Now, w a s  t h i s  a t  t h e  ditch or  w a s  t h i s  an e a r l i e r  
time? 

A. This  was a t  t h e  d i t c h .  
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Q= Did CALLEY f i r e  i n t o  any of  t h e s e  people?  

A.  Y e s ,  he d i d .  

Q. I t h i n k  you mentioned, then :  MITCHELL, CALLEY, 
MEADLO, WIDMER, and COWAN? 

A. A s  f a r  as t h i s  WIDbIER, l i k e  I s a i d ,  WIDMER enjoyed 
t h a t  mess. H e  was Captain  M E D I N A ' s  p e t .  L ike  a p e t  c a t .  

9- W e  have heard  t h a t  WIDMER took a l o t  of  photographs 
of t h e  bod ie s  and t h i n g s  of t h i s  n a t u r e .  Did you know t h a t ?  

A. Right .  Like I s a i d ,  WIDMER was a b l o o d - t h i r s t y  
l i t t l e  01' joker .  He must have had a bad home l i f e  o r  some-
t h i n g .  

Q- Did you see him use  h i s  camera a t  a l l  t h a t  day a t  
My.Lai?  

A. Y e s ,  I saw him. 


Q - Did he t a k e  photographs  t h e r e ?  


A. Yes. I n  f ac t  I think he took a p i c t u r e  of m e  when 
I w a s  wounded. 

Q. I f  you remember, t h e r e  w a s  a photographer  t h e r e ,  
HAEBERLE? 

A. I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about  HAEBERLE. 

Q - I see. WIDMER took t h e  photographs when you w e r e  
h u r t ?  

A. Right .  

Q. These people  t h a t  were s t a n d i n g  on t h e  edge of t h e  
d i t c h  t h a t  were s h o t ,  could you d e s c r i b e  them as t o  t h e i r ,  
you know, t h e i r  ages  and sex?  

A. Most of  them were females ,  young k i d s ,  and a couple  
of o l d  men. 
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Q- How w e r e  t hey  dressed?  

A. Regular VC garments. Vietnamese garments I should 
say. 

Q =  Were they  o f f e r i n g  any r e s i s t a n c e ?  

A. No. They never  d i d  show t h e i r  f e a r  t o o  much. You 
know, you could t e l l  it was t h e r e ,  b u t  they  never  showed it. 
You know, ho l l e r , i ng  and screaming, you know, c ry ing .  

Q What about  a f t e r  t hey  were s h o t  and wounded? 

A. They ,never  d i d  show too  much. 

Q - Were they  s t and ing  down i n  t h e  d i t c h  when they  
w e r e  s h o t  o r  on t h e  edge? 

A. There w e r e  a few of them i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  b u t  t h e  
ma jo r i ty  of  them was up on t h e  edge.  

Q Were they  thrown i n t o  t h e  d i t c h  l a t e r ,  do you
know? 

A. No. I d i d n ' t  even s t i c k  around t o  f i n d  o u t .  

9. You t o l d  M r .  CASH about another  i n c i d e n t  when a 
woman came o u t  of  a h u t  w i th  a baby i n  h e r  arms. Do you 
r e c a l l  t h a t ?  Would you t e l l  us about t h a t ?  

A. She came o u t  of a hootch and she was s h o t  down 
by L ieu tenan t  CALLEY. 

Q - I n  f a c t ,  you t a l k e d  about two i n s t a n c e s  l i k e  t h a t .  
One, a woman came o u t  w i th  a baby i n  h e r  arms and she  was 
s h o t  by WIDMER? 

A. WIDMER s h o t  t h a t  one f i r s t .  

Q - Is t h s t  t h e  i n s t a n c e  where she came o u t  wi th  t h e  
l i t t l e  boy t h a t  had a l r eady  been s h o t  and she was c ry ing?  
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A.  She wasn ' t  h o l l e r i n g  and screaming, b u t  she was 
cry ing ,  you know. Any woman would do t h a t .  

Q 9 Was t h a t  because h e r  l i t t l e  boy had been shot?  

A. Right.  

Q - You t o l d  M r .  CASH t h a t  she came o u t  of t h e  hu t  
with he r  baby and WIDMER s h o t  h e r  with an M-16. And when 
she f e l l ,  she dropped t h e  baby, and WIDMER opened up on t h e  
baby with h i s  M-16. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. 
t h a t .  

Y e s .  I n  f a c t ,  I almost jumped on WIDMER about 

Q. You a l s o  t o l d  M r .  CASH t h a t  you saw another  woman 
come o u t  of t h e  h u t  and CALLEY grabbed h e r  by t h e  h a i r  and 
s h o t  h e r  with a c a l i b e r  . 4 5  p i s t o l ?  

A. He did.  T h a t ' s  what I was mentioning about,  when 
CALLEY s h o t  her .  You know, I imagine i t ' s  hard t o  be l i eve  
t h a t  CALLEY was t h a t  cold-blooded and WIDMER was t h a t  cold-
blooded. 

'2. Well, we've been hear ing  testimony i i k e  t h i s .  

A. I d o n ' t  know how those  guys s l e e p .  I c a n ' t  
hard ly  s l e e p  now and I d i d n ' t  even p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  any of 
t h i s  mess. 

(1 You r e c a l l  t h e s e  i n s t a n c e s  p r e t t y  c l e a r l y  then? 

A. Something l i k e  t h a t  i s  j u s t  hard t o  f o r g e t .  You 
know, i t ' s  l i k e  it comes and goes. Sometimes I th ink  about 
it and sometimes I don ' t .  You know, I w i l l  be s o  g lad  
when t h i s  mess i s  a l l  over  and I can t r y  t o  f o r g e t  it. 

(1 Do you remember whether o t h e r  people s a w  Lieuten-
nnt  CALLEY k i l l  t h i s  woman, f o r  example, and t h e  o t h e r  shoot-
Ing  of t h e  woman wi th  t h e  baby? 

A. Did you say d i d  anybody e l s e  s e e  i t ?  

Q =  Yes? 

A .  Yes, people saw it. Now, i f  they w i l l  admit t o  
it i s  another  th ing .  
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Q You mentioned t h a t  maybe STANLEY w a s  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s .  STANLEY would s a y ,  you know. I know he 
w6uld. 

Q Now, w e  had a M r .  ROBERTS i n  he re .  I t h i n k  he 
w a s  a s p e c  4 .  H e  w a s  a s s igned  t o  a P I0  detachment w i t h  t h e  
1 1 t h  Brigade,  and he came a long  on t h e  miss ion  t h a t  day w i t h  
HAEBEF&E, a photographer .  M r .  ROBERTS t e s t i f i e d  about  an 
i n s t a n c e  were HAEBERLE was about  t o  t a k e  a photograph of a 
l i t t l e  boy and t h e  boy w a s  r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  of him, and he w a s  
about  t o  t a k e  t h e  photograph when someone s h o t  t h e  boy and 
j u s t  blew him o v e r  backwards? 

A. That  w a s  j u s t  b e f o r e  my l i t t l e  a c c i d e n t  happened. 

Q. Do you remember s e e i n g  t h a t  l i t t l e  boy s h o t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q You t o l d  M r .  CASH about  an i n s t a n c e  which sounded 
l i k e  it might  have been t h e  same one. 

A. I t ' s  t h e  same one. Tha t  was j u s t  b e f o r e  I g o t  
h i t .  I t  was j u s t  b e f o r e  my l i t t l e  a c c i d e n t  happened. 

Q. You said, "I a l s o  s a w  a Vietnamese boy about  
8 y e a r s  o l d  t h a t  had been wounded, I t h i n k  i n  t h e  l e g .  One 
of  t h e  photographers  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  company p a t t e d  t h e  k i d  
on t h e  head and t h e n  MITCHELL s h o t  t h e  k i d  r i q h t  i n  f r o n t  
of t h e  photographer  and me. I ' m  s u r e  t h e  boy-died from t h e  
f i r e  of MITCHELL." M r .  ROBERTS d i d n ' t  know. He d i d n ' t  see 
who s h o t  t h e  boy. H i s  back was t u r n e d  a t  t h e  t i m e .  Is it 
your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  MITCHELL s h o t  t h e  boy? 

A. R igh t ,  he d i d .  

Q - I want t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  t ime when you were h u r t .  
I t h i n k  maybe t h i s  has  something t o  do wi th  WIDMER. Can 
you t e l l  us what W I D M E R I S  a c t i v i t i e s  were? 

A. There was a group of people  l y i n g  on t h e  
ground which w e r e  j u s t  s h o t .  Some of them s t i l l  l i v i n g .  
You know, when you shoo t  somebody, t hey  may n o t  d i e  qu ick ly .  
So I was s i t t i n g  down and STANLEY was t o  my back and BERNHARDT 
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w a s  t o  my r i g h t .  We was f e e l i n g  p r e t t y  rough by t h e n ,  you 
know. So t h e s e  people  were s t i l l  moving and WIDMER g o t  my 
. 4 5  and went o v e r  t h e r e  and he  w a s  shoo t ing  them. I t  was a 
funny t h i n g  about  t h a t .  H e  r a n  o v e r  t h e r e  l i k e  I g o t  m e  a 
t reat .  H e  d i d  it and t h e  gun jammed on him. The . 4 5  jammed 
on him. H e  b rought  it back and he s a i d ,  "The damned t h i n g  
jammed." I cocked it back l i k e  t h a t ,  and it came back l i k e  
t h a t ,  and t h e  t r i g g e r  went back on it. T h a t ' s  when I g o t  
h i t .  I know t h e r e  was a l o t  of rumors t h a t  I s h o t  myse l f ,  
and t h a t  i s n ' t  t r u e .  But I ' l l  say  t h i s ,  i f  I had went 
th rough  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t  and t h e y  had done t h e  same t h i n g ,  I 
am a f r a i d  I might have done something l i k e  t h a t .  I d i d n ' t  
t h i n k  f a s t  enough a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q =  W e l l ,  we've had o t h e r  ev idence  t h a t  t h e  s h o o t i n g  
w a s  a c c i d e n t a l  and happened l i k e  you s a i d  it happened. 

A.  I d o n ' t  c a r e  what t h e  people  say.  I j u s t  want t o  
f o r g e t  t h e  whole m e s s .  

Q *  J u s t  b e f o r e  you w e r e  h u r t ,  do you recall  WIDMER 
s h o o t i n g  a l i t t l e  boy w i t h  'a p i s t o l ?  

A. Y e s .  Tha t  was a l i t t l e  ways from t h a t  s t a c k .  
Y a a  know, t h e y  had a s t a c k  o f  people  s t r u n g  c ~ tove r  t h e r e .  

Q =  About how many people  w e r e  t h e r e ?  

A. I would s a y ,  roughly speaking ,  about  65 .  

Q. Tha t  many? 

A. They j u s t  herded them up. I t  looked l i k e  ca t t le  
j u s t  coming and going.  

Q - Can you t e l l  us  abou t  what happened t o  you a f t e r  
you w e r e  s h o t ?  

A. A f t e r  I w a s  s h o t ,  t h e  guys came ove r .  STANLEY 
c u t  t h e  boo t  o f f  m e  w i t h  h i s  s u r v i v a l  k n i f e .  The d o c t o r  
cahe around and gave m e  a s h o t  of morphine. 

Q Was t h i s  CAPEZZA? 

( CARTER) 4 1  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-53 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. Y e s ,  t h e  I t a l i a n .  One guy gave m e  a s t i c k  o£ 
mar i juana  o u t  t h e r e  and s a i d ,  "Hey, man, t h i s  i s  f o r  your  
p a i n . "  There  i s  one p i c t u r e  t h a t  shows it ,  I t h i n k .  I 
had a c i g a r e t t e  t h e r e ,  b u t  i t  w a s n ' t  a c i g a r e t t e .  I f  you 
were t o  see it ,  t h e r e  was no name on it. They were t a k i n g  
c a r e  of me, and it i s  when they  took t h a t  c o t t o n  s t u f f  o u t  
of my mouth. I w a s  smoking t h i s  " j o i n t " .  I n  j u s t  a few 
minutes t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  came i n  and took m e  away. WIDMER and 
MAURO ' took m e  o u t  t o  board t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  and I went t o  a 
h o s p i t a l  i n  Vietnam. Then t h e y  p u t  me i n  a mental  hos-
p i t a l  i n  Japan.  

Q - What d i d  t h e y  p u t  i n  a mental  h o s p i t a l  f o r ?  

A. I w a s  j u s t  gone. 

Q You k i n d  of went a l l  t o  p i e c e s  a f t e r  t h i s ,  d i d  
you? 

A. Right .  

Q About how many dead people  do you t h i n k  you s a w  
t h e r e  i n  My La i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. T h a t ' s  a ha rd  q u e s t i o n ,  you know. I could  e s t i -
mate, b u t  as f a r  as be ing  c o r r e c t ,  I d o n ' t  know. There w a s  
a g r e a t  d e a l  of them, you know. 

Q I t h i n k  you d i d  g i v e  M r .  CASH a f i g u r e .  I b e l i e v e  
you s a i d  t o  him, "There were more than  100,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  
t e l l  you a c c u r a t e l y  how many were k i l l e d . "  

A. Right .  

Q - "I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  were any people  a l i v e . "  

A. J u s t  t h e  ones  t h a t  was t u r n e d  loose ,  and t h e y  
might have g o t  caught  anyway. BERNHARDT and I and STANLEY, 
w e  d i d  k ind  of--you know, w e  would c a t c h  one. Like t h i s  one 
k i d ,  I t o l d  him t o  j u s t  l i e  down and a c t  dead. 

Q Did you e v e r  go back t o  Vietnam? 

A. No, ' sir.. 
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Q You w e r e  evacuated home from Japan? 

A. Y e s .  I went t o  F o r t  Polk and I s t a r t c d  f i g h t i n g  
aga in ,  g o t  back i n  t h e  r i n g  aga in .  

Q. I unders tand you d i d n ' t  shoo t  anybody i n  My Lai  
( 4 )  ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q - A s  f a r  a s  I know w e  d o n ' t  have any s t a t emen t  by
anybody t h a t  you d id?  

;4. Nobody could a c t u a l l y  say  t h a t  I s h o t  anybody and 
he hones t  w i th  themselves ,  because I d i d n ' t .  I mean, i f  t hey  
had weapons it would have been a d i f f e r e n t  d e a l .  I f  I had 
saw somebody t r y i n g  t o  shoot  m e ,  it would have been a d i f -
f e r e n t  t h i n g .  I wouldn ' t  have thought  twice  about  it. Like  
those  guys w i l l  s ay ,  I would go i n  a t u n n e l  i n  a minute and 
it d o e s n ' t  b o t h e r  m e  a t  a l l  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  a s  
:Ear a s  t h i s ,  you know, i t ' s  n o t  my bag. 

!2 Up t o  t h e  t ime t h a t  you g o t  h u r t ,  did--I  b e l i e v e  
you saw Captain MEDINA and L ieu tenan t  CALLEY and then  Ser-
gean t  MITCHELL. D i d  you see aiiy o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  there on 
.:hat morning? 

;i. I n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

! I  Yes? 

;Ie I saw them, b u t  I c a n ' t - - l i k e  I s a i d ,  i t ' s  hard  
.:o say.  

!I Do you know i f  anybody v i s i t e d  t h e  company t h a t  
morning from Task Force Barker o r  t h e  br igade?  

;I. I n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

!>. Y e s .  

A. Not t o  my knowledge. 
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Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  anyth ing  about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n
i n t o  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t ?  

A'. Yes. 

Q. What d i d  you hea r?  

A. I hea rd  t h a t  t h e y  s a i d  i f  anybody a s k s  around 
o r  any q u e s t i o n s  about  what happened a t  My L a i ,  t o  t e l l  them 
t h a t  w e  w e r e  f i r e d  upon and say  t h a t  a s n i p e r  round had come 
i n  o r  something. 

Q. Whom d i d  you h e a r  t h i s  from? 

A. I w a s  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a t  t h i s  t i m e  a t  Qui Nhon, 
and a couple  of guys from t h e  company came ove r .  I ' m  n o t  
b ragging ,  b u t  most of  t h e  guys i n  t h a t  company l i k e d  m e .  
I d i d n ' t  b o t h e r  nobody. I d i d  my job and t h e y  d i d  t h e i r  
job. We drank t o g e t h e r .  

Q. They came t o  s e e  you i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  

A. Y e s .  A l o t  of  quys came over .  You know, when 
they  came back th rough ,  t h e y  would come over .  

Q *  Capta in  MEDINA t o l d  us t h a t  soon a f t e r  t h i s  op-
e r a t i o n  he  g o t  t h e  company t o g e t h e r  and t o l d  them t h a t  t h e r e  
was an i n v e s t i g a t i b n  and it would be b e t t e r  i f  nobody t a l k e d  
about it w h i l e  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was underway. Did your  
f r i e n d s  s ay  any th ing  about  t h i s ?  

A. N o .  The way they  r a n  it down t o  me w a s  l i k e  some-
body was t r y i n g  t o  cover  something up o r  something,  which I 
knew they  w e r e .  They had t o  cover  up something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q *  I ' m  s o r t  of  g l a d  you brought  it up about  t h e  
mar i juana  because I ' v e  been a sk ing  people  q u e s t i o n s  about  
t h i s  i n  t h e  company. There was something i n  t h e  newspapers, 
about November of t h i s  y e a r ,  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  perhaps  t h e  
men of C h a r l i e  Company on t h a t  day i n  My La i  were under  t h e  
i n f l u e n c e  of mar i juana .  Do you know anyth ing  about  any of  
t h i s ?  

A. Like I s a y ,  I d o n ' t  have anyth ing  a g a i n s t  none 
of t h o s e  guys,  b u t  h a l f  t h e  company was hopped up, I would 
say.  I mean, you c o u l d n ' t  go i n  t h a t - - 1 ' 1 1  b e t  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  
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one guy i n  t h a t  company t h a t  d i d n ' t  have a s t a s h  of  t h e  
s t u f f .  You g e t  i t - -you 've  been t o  Vietnam ( r e f e r s  t o  
COL FRANKLIN). You can g e t  it j u s t  l i k e  t h a t  (snaps  
f i n g e r s )  . 
Q. You mean t h a t  you t h i n k  t h a t  when t h e y  went i n t o  
My Lai  on t h e  a s s a u l t  t h e y  had been smoking mar i juana ,  o r  
w e r e  under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of  i t ?  

A. Most guys were smoking it a l l  t h a t  n i g h t .  You 
go up t h e r e ,  you know, w e  had t h a t  show up t h e r e ,  you know. 
You walk p a s t  t h a t  show and you would g e t  " c o n t a c t  h igh."  

Q. W e l l ,  y o u ' r e  t h e  f i r s t  one t h a t  has  t o l d  us  t h a t  
t h e  men of t h e  company were perhaps  under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of 
mar i juana  when they  went i n t o  My Lai .  

A. Like  I s a y ,  I g o t  no th ing  t o  h i d e .  I d i d n ' t  do 
anyth ing  and I d i d n ' t  b reak  no l a w s .  

Q- One man made a s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  
t h e y  w e r e  under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of mar i juana .  H e  thought  i f  
t hey  had been,  t h e y  wou ldn ' t  have k i l l e d  s o  many people .  
Now, t h i s  i s  j u s t  one man's op in ion .  

A. Mari juana w i l l  make a l o t  of people  ve ry  v i o l e n t .  
I n  a case l i k e  t h a t ,  you have t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  do it. Like  
WIDMER, now. A l o t  of people  s ay  I a m  going t o  k i l l  some-
body, b u t  t h e y  know they  can go t o  j a i l  f o r  t h i s  and t h a t  
s t o p s  them r i g h t  t h e r e ,  r i g h t .  Now, when you g i v e  them t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  do it and--I a m  go ing  t o  t r y  it j u s t  t o  
see i f  I can do it, you know. 

Q. There  i s  one w i t n e s s  who s t a t e d  t h a t  WIDMER s a i d  
something about  he wanted t o  see i f  h e  could  k i l l  somebody? 

A. T h a t ' s  e x a c t l y  what I a m  t r y i n g  t o  say .  A f t e r  
he found o u t  he cou ld  do it ,  and it would be  s o  e a s y ,  w e l l ,  
man, I g o t  m e  a good t h i n g  going h e r e .  

Q- Going back a l i t t l e  b i t  where t h e  people  were 
grouped a long  t h e  edge of t h e  d i t c h ;  MEADLO and CALLEY and 
t h e  o t h e r s  s h o t  them. Do you remember where t h i s  d i t c h  
w a s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. I t  was on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e  about  l i k e  
t h i s  h e r e  and on t h e  road  l i k e  t h i s .  The hootches  were o u t  
h e r e  and on t h e  road  l i k e  t h i s .  The hootches  were o u t  h e r e  
and t h e  d i t c h  was r i g h t  a long  h e r e .  I t  w a s  on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e ,  excuse m e ,  and down i n  t h e r e .  I t h i n k  it was on t h e  
s i d e l i n e s ,  you know. 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be r eces sed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1210 hour s ,  2 January  
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1215 hour s ,  2 January  
1970. ) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : A l l  pe r sons  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  
a r e  aga in  p r e s e n t .  

MR WEST: M r .  CARTER, t h i s  is t h e  same photograph t h a t  Col-
o n e l  WILSON showed you awhi le  ago. I d i r e c t  your  a t t e n t i o n  
t o  t h e  hamlet  of My L a i  and t h e  c e n t e r  of it and t h e  sou the rn  
edge of t h a t  group of t r e e s  i n  t h e  hamlet .  

(MR WEST shows t h e  w i t n e s s  E x h i b i t  P-1.)  

A. I c a n ' t  make any sense  o u t  of t h i s  map. 

Q I want t o  be s u r e  t h a t  you a r e  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  
l oca t ion '  of t h e  d i t c h ,  b u t  you c a n ' t  p l a c e  it i n  r e g a r d  
t o  t h i s  photograph? 

A. No. Maps look a l l  t h e  same t o  me; c i t y  map, 
count ry  map, j ung le  map. They a l l  look t h e  same. 

Q Have you seen  t h e  s k e t c h  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of My 
Lai? 

A. Y e s ,  I have. 

Q You've seen  t h a t  t oo?  The b i g  yel low s k e t c h  of  
My La i?  
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A. I c a n ' t  make no s e n s e  o u t  of t h a t .  

Q - L e t  m e  ask you t h i s ?  Was t h i s  d i t c h  anywhere 
n e a r  t h e  p o i n t  where you s h o t  y o u r s e l f  a c c i d e n t a l l y ?  

A. Down f u r t h e r .  

(2 I t  w a s  some d i s t a n c e  away? 

A. I g o t  h i t  down f u r t h e r .  

Q It  was i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  p l a t o o n  had 
been moving through t h e  hamlet?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Had you moved up towards t h e  end of  t h e  v i l l a g e  
and a l l  t h e  way th rough ,  perhaps  t o  t h e  end of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
and come back aga in?  

A. W e  went i n  a roundabout way, you know. W e  might 
have gone t h i s  way and come back l i k e  t h i s ,  you know. 

Q - Is it f a i r  t o  say t h a t  you went through t h e  
v i l l a g e  and doubled back b e f o r e  you g o t  h u r t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q . I know you have thought  about  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  a 
whole l o t ,  b u t  what i s  your op in ion  as t o  j u s t  what happened 
t h e r e  t h a t  morning, on 16 March. Th i s  i s  most unusual  
t h i n g  w i t h  s o  many Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d ,  s h o t  down 
l i k e  t h i s .  How do you account  f o r  i t ?  

A. I j u s t  t h i n k  i t ' s  t h e  mi s fo r tune  of  w a r .  Any t ime  
you had a--say t h i s  count ry  had a w a r  on i t s  own s o i l .  You 
have t o  e x p e c t  t h o s e  t h i n g s .  I mean, i t ' s  u n f o r t u n a t e  f o r  
a l o t  of peop le ,  b u t  you know, l i k e  some of  t h e s e  p e o p l e ' s  
families, t h e y  s u f f e r  a l o t  from it and even more than  t h e  
guy h imse l f .  A l o t  of  t h e s e  guys t h a t  a c t u a l l y  d i d  t h e  
k i l l i n g  a r e  h u r t i n g  on t h e  i n s i d e ,  b u t  y o u ' l l  never  know 
about it. T h e y ' l l  probably s u f f e r  more t h a n  anybody dreamed 
of s u f f e r i n g .  They won ' t  s ay  it. They w i l l  t r y  t o  be a b i g  
man and " i t  d o n ' t  b o t h e r  me," b u t  it does .  I h a v e n ' t  even 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  it and I c a n ' t  s l e e p  a t  n i g h t  a l o t  of t i m e s .  
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Q e  We've had some people  t e l l  us  t h a t  a l o t  of t h i s  
k i l l i n g  w a s  done because they  were o rde red  t o  do i t ?  

A'. Right .  I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  Capta in  MEDINA and 
L ieu tenan t  CALLEY, s u r e ,  t h e y  d i d  some k i l l i n g .  I b e l i e v e  
t h e  o r d e r  d e f i n i t e l y  came f r o m  h i g h e r  up. 

Q W e l l ,  t h i s  was one t h i n g  t h a t  we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  
f i n d  o u t  and--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Colonel  BARKER was r i g h t  t h e r e .  

Q- I unders tand  t h i s  i s  your op in ion ,  b u t  can you 
t e l l  us o r  p o i n t  o u t  j u s t  why you t h i n k  t h i s ?  

A. W e l l ,  Colonel  BARKER w a s  r i g h t  t h e r e  and some 
of  t h e  people  I seen  w i t h  him a l o t  of t imes  was running 
around t h e r e  t oo .  

Q. Was t h i s  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Right .  Okay. Now, i f  t hey  took t h e  b r i e f i n g  l i k e  
most guys i n  t h a t  company d i d ,  and i f  Colonel  BARKER d i d n ' t  
have any knowledge of it, they  would have went back and t o l d  
him. You d o n ' t  be t h e  head of something and d o n ' t  know w h a t ' s  
going on. 

Q - How about  STANLEY? Did he t h i n k  t h e  same way? 

A. Right .  

Q We h a v e n ' t  t a l k e d  t o  STANLEY y e t .  

A. A s h a r p  c a t .  

Q I n  you op in ion ,  d i d  Capta in  MEDINA have t h e  com-
pany under c o n t r o l  and was t h e  company c a r r y i n g  o u t  h i s  
o r d e r s  do you t h i n k ?  

A .  Y e s ,  b u t  a 1-ot of people  wondered, r ead ing  a news-
paper  a r t i c l e ,  t h e y  wondered i f  he  could  have s topped  it. I 
d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  he could  have s topped  it once it g o t  s t a r t e d .  
I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was no way i n  t h e  world  he could  have 
s topped  it. I t  g o t  t o o  o u t  of hand then .  
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Q The men of t h e  company a p p a r e n t l y  w e r e  i n  t h e  
frame o f  mind t o  do t h i s ?  

A. Right .  

Q. I n  your  op in ion ,  was t h i s  t h e  r e s u l t  of t h e  b r i e f -
i n g  and t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  happened? 

A. Every th ing  t h a t  l e d  up t o  i t ,  you know. A l l  t h e  
people  t h a t  g o t  wounded and k i l l e d  and t h i s  l i t t l e  t a l k  he 
gave us d e f i n i t e l y  p u t  it a l l  t o g e t h e r .  And t h e y  f e l t  l i k e  
oh,  boy, we've g o t  it now. I t ' s  open season.  

Q- You mentioned mar i juana  awhi le  ago. Do you 
t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  a f a c t o r  i n  i t ?  

A. I do. 

Q- I n  what way? Tha t  maybe it r e l e a s e d  t h e i r  i n h i b i -
t i o n s ?  

A. I t  made them more o r  l e s s  a t  ease a t  what t hey  
w e r e  doing.  I t  made them en joy  it a l i t t l e  more. Look a t  
MEADLO when he w a s  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a f t e r  he g o t  h i s  l e g  
blown o f f .  Now, t h a t  day no th ing  bo the red  him. MEADLO wasn ' t  
t h a t  t y p e  of j o k e r ,  and t h e  n e x t  day he was i n  the h o s p i t a l .  
H e  t o l d  m e :  "I d o n ' t  know i f  God i s  making m e  s u f f e r  f o r  
what I d i d  y e s t e r d a y  o r  no t . "  T h a t ' s  j u s t  what he  t o l d  m e .  
I t  a l l  came back t o  him. 

Q = But he  had no qualms o r  consc ience  t h a t  day i n  
My La i?  

A. Right .  

Q =  I t h i n k  you know t h a t  it took  a long  t ime  f o r  
t h e  s t o r y  of My La i  t o  g e t  o u t .  What i s  your  op in ion  a s  t o  
why t h i s  w a s n ' t  r e p o r t e d  r i g h t  a t  t h e  t ime? You d i d  mention 
about some of your  f r i e n d s  coming and t e l l i n g  you t o  keep 
q u i e t .  D o  you know any th ing  e l s e ?  
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A. Like a l o t  of  people  wondered how come I d i d n ' t  
say  something. Now, who would b e l i e v e  m e .  I go up t o  you 
wi th  a s t o r y  l i k e  t h a t  and you would c a l l  me a n u t .  You 
would t e l l  m e  I a m  a n u t  and t h a t  t h e r e  was no th ing  l i k e  
this  going on. You would t h i n k  t h a t  no th ing  l i k e  t h i s  goes  
on i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s .  J u s t  l i k e  I was i n  a b a r  a couple  
o f  weeks ago, and t h e r e  w a s  a drunk i n  t h e r e .  He was s t and -
i n g  t h e r e  r ead ing  a paper  and he was a sk ing  me i f  I b e l i e v e d  
t h a t  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t  a c t u a l l y  went on,  and I s a i d ,  "I wouldn ' t  
know, p a l . "  It  w a s  k i n d  of wei rd .  Th i s  happened t h r e e  d i f f e r -
e n t  t i m e s .  One t i m e  I w a s  s i t t i n g  up t h e r e  w i t h  a f r i e n d  of  
mine, and my p a r t n e r  t o l d  me t o  be q u i e t  about  t h e  whole 
m e s s .  Some people  want t o  t a l k  t h a t  t a l k  a l l  day long ,  and 
they  j u s t  d o n ' t  know t h i s  and t h a t  about  what t h e y  a r e  t a l k -
i n g  about .  

Q Did you o r  t h e  o t h e r  members of t h e  company e v e r  
t h i n k  about  t h e s e  k i l l i n g s  as a war crime? 

A. Not a t  t h a t  t ime .  No. I d i d n ' t  want t o  t h i n k  
about  anyth ing  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q I n  your  s t a t e m e n t  t o  M r .  CASH you spoke of  it as 
murder? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. You looked a t  it as be ing  murder, b u t  you d i d n ' t  
t h i n k  about  it as b e i n g  a w a r  cr ime? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I though t  it w a s  j u s t  t h e  poor  
~ mis fo r tunes  of w a r .  

Q M r .  CARTER, can you t h i n k  of  any th ing  you would 
l i k e  t o  add t o  your  t es t imony t h a t  might h e l p  us  i n  ou r  
i n q u i r y  h e r e ?  

A. No. 

Q - W e  ve ry  much a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming h e r e  and you
c e r t a i n l y  have been a g r e a t  d e a l  of he lp .  I f  you should  
t h i n k  of something l a t e r  on,  we would c e r t a i n l y  a p p r e c i a t e  
hea r ing  from you. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be recessed. 

(The h e a r i n g  recessed a t  1230  hour s ,  _ 2 January 1 970.  ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: CONTI ,  Dennis I. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: Murder and aggravated  a s s a u l t .  

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Minesweeper, F i r s t  
P la toon ,  C/1/20. 

1. PRIOR T R A I N I N G  I N  RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

Before embarking f o r  Vietnam, t h e  w i t n e s s  r ece ived  
l i t t l e  i f  any t r a i n i n g  on t h e  Rules of  Land Warfare (pg.  5) . 
H e  had seen E x h i b i t  M-2, b u t  n o t  E x h i b i t  M-3 (pg. 6 ) .  
M r .  CONTI claimed t o  have rece ived  no t r a i n i n g  on t h e  R u l e s  
of  Engagement (pg. 6 )  , b u t  he knew t o  y e l l  "Dung Lai"  ( h a l t )  
and f i r e  warning s h o t s  i f  Vietnamese ran  from him (pg. 7) . 
Thid t r a i n i n g  was probably rece ived  i n  Vietnam (pg.  7 ) .  

2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

a .  MEDINA1s b r i e f i n g .  

C/1/20 was b r i e f e d  f i r s t  by Captain MEDINA on 
15 March 1968. I n  e s s e n c e ,  he t o l d  them t o  expec t  s t r o n g  
r e s i s t a n c e  and t h a t  t h e  area w a s  boobytrapped (pg. 2 7 ) .  
MEDINA d i d  n o t  imply t h a t  everyone was t o  be  k i l l e d  (pg.  37) . 

b. CALLEY1s b r i e f i n g .  

L ieu tenan t  CALLEY assembled t h e  f i r s t  p la toon  
and h r i e f e d  them (pgs .  27, 30) . He t o l d  them t h a t  a l l  t h e  
men would have weapons and t h e  women packs. The c a t t l e  were 
t o  be k i l l e d  (pg. 2 7 ) .  H e  a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  were 
f u t u r e  VC (pg. 2 8 ) .  The wi tness  i n t e r p r e t e d  t h i s  t o  mean 
t h a t  t h e  men were armed and t h a t  t h e  women suppor ted  t h e  men 
(pg. 2 7 ) .  CONTI d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  CALLEY was o r d e r i n g  t h e  
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populace massacred (pg.  29) .  The p la toon  became even more 
"psyched up" a f t e r  CAJ LEY I s  speech (pg. 2 8) . 

c. Memorial s e r v i c e .  

A chap la in  conducted a memorial s e r v i c e  f o r  
ROCKER, BELL, and WILSON, a l l  k i l l e d  i n  a m i n e f i e l d ,  j u s t  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  (pgs. 29 ,  30) . 
3. ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

CONTI f lew i n  on t h e  same s h i p  w i t h  CALLEY s i n c e  he was 
a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  f i r s t  p la toon  CP (pg.  9 ) .  They landed on 
t h e  west  s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 8 ) .  The LZ was 100 t o  150 
meters  from t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 9 ) .  The doorgunners were 
f i r i n g  (pg. 9 ) .  The wi tness  c a r r i e d  an M-79 and a mine-
sweeper i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 4 ) .  

I t  d i d  n o t  seem t o  CONTI a s  i f  t h e  company moved i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e  on l i n e  (pg.  9 ) .  They m e t  no r e s i s t a n c e  whatso- 
e v e r  on 16 March 1968 (pgs .  2 2 ,  3 6 ) .  CONTI  became s e p a r a t e d  
from t h e  CP group momentarily whi le  he t a l k e d  wi th  members 
o f  Sergeant  BACON'S squad (pg. 31) . BACON o rde red  CONTI t o  
r e j o i n  CALLEY. The w i t n e s s  caught  up wi th  t h e  CP. CALLEY 
ordered  them t o  round up t h e  v i l l a g e r s  and t a k e  them t o  t h e  
r i c e  paddy '(pgs . 31) . CALLEY t o l d  CONTI and MEADLO t o ,  
"Take c a r e  o f  them." They thought  CALLEY meant f o r  them t o  
guard t h e  Vietnamese. 

CALLEY r e t u r n e d  and s a i d ,  "I thought  I t o l d  you t o  t a k e  
c a r e  of  them." CONTI r e p l i e d ,  "We're t a k i n g  c a r e  o f  them." 
CALLEY then ordered  CONTI and MEADLO t o  k i l l  t h e  people.  
CONTI claimed t h a t  he  t o l d  CALLEY t h a t  he would watch t h e  
t r e e l i n e .  CALLEY and MEADLO l i n e d  t h e  people up and s t a r t e d  
f i r i n g .  MEADLO began t o  c r y  and gave h i s  M-16 t o  CONTI t o  
f i n i s h  t h e  job. CONTI r e f u s e d  t o  comply. A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  only 
t h e  c h i l d r e n  were l e f t .  CALLEY k i l l e d  them d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  CONTI was swearing a t  him. CALLEY appeared t o  b e  
enjoying h i m s e l f .  A f t e r  they  were a l l  dead,  CALLEY tu rned  
and s a i d ,  "Okay, l e t ' s  go" (pg. 32) .  

A f t e r  w i t n e s s i n g  t h e  mass execu t ion ;  CONTI s e p a r a t e d  
h imsel f  from CALLEY and began t o  wander around (pg.  3 3 ) .  
Subsequently,  he walked upon CALLEY and Sergeant  MITCHELL 
shoo t ing  i n t o  a d i t c h  (pgs.  13 ,  1 4 ,  1 6 ) .  "Everybody was 
going crazy"  (pg.  15)  . CONTI saw 150-200 bod ies .  Many were 
huddled i n  t h e i r  hootches and bunkers (pg. 36) .  

2 SUM APP T-56 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



CONFIDENTIAL 


SUM APP T-56 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


f .  The wi tness  d i d  n o t  know o f  any rapes  committed 
by C/1/20. 

g .  CONTI blamed t h e  massacre on CALLEY's poor 
l e a d e r s h i p  and t h e  psycho log ica l  e f f e c t  of t h e  m i n e f i e l d  
c a s u a l t i e s  (pg. 4 4 )  . 

h.  The i n c i d e n t  was n o t  r epor ted  by t h e  men because 
they f e l t  t h a t  it had been d iscovered .  Also,  they  f e l t  
shame f a w h a t  they  had done. They thought  t h a t  d i v i s i o n  
and b r i g a d e  were aware of  what had happened (pgs.  4 5 ,  4 6 )  . 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBI!l 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION ' NOTES PAGES 

MACV Card "Nine Rules"  W i t  had s e e n  6 

MACV Card -

. 


Hands " 
"Enemy i n  Your 

bi t  had n o t  s e e n .  1 6 

ILoaded h e r e  a t  LZ . I 


M i sce l l aneous  Scene D o t t i e  f o r  CA i n t o  

My L a i  ( 4 ) .  


8 

T r a i l  where MEAUTO 

Misce l l aneous  Scene and CALLEY s h o t  
peop le .  

8 

I 


l ~ o u l dn o t  l d e n t l r y  I-

Misce l l aneous  Scene 	 las  t h e  t r a i l  t h e y  I 

lhad used .  I 


3 4 

Photo  . o f  My L a i  A s c e n e  a t t e r  
o p e r a t i o n  sweeping th rough  

My La1 (4). 
17 


Photo  o f  My L a i  I d e n t l t l e d  a s  

o p e r a t i o n  t h i r d  p l a t o o n  a ~ d  


S M I T H .  
17 


Photo  o r  My La1 

o p e r a t i o n  I d e n t i f i e d  " P e t e "  


Black and White pho to  MY ~ a l(4) i s  on 

t a k e n  on 16 November 1969 t h e  l e f t .  -

19 

Black and Whlte photo  s c e n e  s o u t n  o r  


Black and White pho to  I d e n t i f i e d  t r a i l  

t a k e n  on' 16 November 1969 My L a i  ( 4 )  . 19 


t a k e n  on 16 November 196q and H i l l  85. 20 

I 	 I 


Black and White photos  I I 

t a k e n  on 16 ~ o v e m b e r  1964 Taken a t  t h e  t r a i l .  21 

Black and White photo  Two Vietnamese 

t a k e n  on 16 November 1 9  s u r v i v o r s  a t  My 
 21 

L a i  ( 4 ) .  
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EXHIBITS 


EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION . NOTES PAGES 

B l a c k  a n d  W h i t e  p h o t o s  itch w h e r e  p e o p l e  21-23,  
P-85 t o  t a k e n  16  November 1969 were s h o t .  25  
P-87 ,94  
P-120 

-
B l a c k  
t a k e n  

a n d  W h i t e  p h o t o s  
1 6  November 1969 

I d e n t i f i e d  
l i n e .  

tree-
23 

B l a c k  a n d  W h i t e  p h o t o s  
P-92 t a k e n  16  November 1969 H i l l  85.  2 3  

P-9 3 
B l a c k  
t a k e n  

a n d  W h i t e  p h o t o s  
16  November 1969 

I d e n t i f i e d  t r a i l  i n  
My L a i  ( 4 ) .  2 3 

B l a c k  a n d  W h i t e  p h o t o s  
P-9 8 t a k e n  1 6  November 1969 ' ~ d e n t i f i e dg r a v e s .  2 3  

C o l o r  p r i n t s  o f  SMAIL'S C/1/20 n i g h t  
P-126 s l i d e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  o n  

16  March 1 9 6 8 .  
25 

A n n o t a t e d  Dy w l t .  
P-133 A e r i a l  p h o t o  o f  My L a i  (4 )  	E n t e r e d  i n t o  

e v l d e n c e  a t  pageLb.  
P o i n t s  4 a n d  6 were  9 , l l ,  
w h e r e  w l t n e s s  saw 1 3 ,  1 5 ,
g r e a t  numbers  o f  2 5 ,  26 
v l e t n a m e s e  K l l l e a .  
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(The hearing reconvened a t  1102 hours ,  2 
January 1 970. ) 

MR WEST: The hearing w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons a r e  p resen t :  MR WEST, 
COL MILLER, COL FRANKLIN, COL WILSON and MAJ COOP. 

The next  witness  i s  M r .  Dennis I. CONTI .  

(MR CONTI was c a l l e d  a s  a  wi tness ,  was 
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows:)  

Would you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  and 
residence.  

A. Dennis I r v i n g  CONTI ,  r i g h t  now I ' m  unemployed, 
and I l i v e  a t  400 West Avenue, Pawtucket, Rhode I s l and .  

MR WEST: M r .  CONTI ,  before  we g e t  i n t o  any ques t ions ,  
Colonel MILLER w i l l  g ive  you some information about t h e  
na tu re  and purpose of t h i s  inqu i ry ,  and a l s o  advise you 
of your t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s .  

COL MILLER: This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by 
t h e  Secre tary  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  United 
S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of determining f a c t s  and making 
recommedations and f ind ings  i n  two major a reas :  

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r ,  t h a t  i s  immediately 
a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  and 
subsequent r e p o r t s  and reviews wi th in  t h e  chain of command, 
t h e  m i l i t a r y  chain of command, of what we commonly r e f e r  
t o  now a s  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of March 1968, and 

(2)  p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding of 
information by any person who had a  duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
f u r n i s h  information concerning t h i s  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  

We a r e  n o t  p r imar i ly  concerned with everyth ing  
t h a t  happened a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My La i ,  al though we do go 
i n t o  it t o  some ex ten t .  Our two purposes a r e  t h e  ones I 
j u s t  mentioned. 

W e  have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and we have 
read t h e  s ta tements  made by many of t h e  wi tnesses  i n  p r i o r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  This inc ludes  t h e  C I D  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and 
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the I G  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  W e  do have your s ta tement .  Your 
testimony today w i l l  be under oa th .  A verbatim record  
w i l l  be made. W e  have a r e p o r t e r  and, i n  a d d i t i o n ,  we 
have a t ape  recorder .  

The genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of our  r e p o r t  i s  
c o n f i d e n t i a l .  However, t h e r e  i s  a t  l e a s t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  some o r  a l l  of t h e  testimony taken may become a 
mat ter  of pub l i c  knowledge a t  some l a t e r  t ime. 

General PEERS, t h e  I n v e s t i g a t i n g  O f f i c e r  , w i l l  
have t h e  f i n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  making f indings  and 
recomeda t ions  i n  t h i s  case.  We reques t  t h a t  you n o t  
d i scuss  your testimony here  with o t h e r s ,  t o  inc lude  o t h e r  
wi tnesses  who may have been before  o r  may come b e f o r e  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except a s  you may be requi red  t o  do s o  
before  a  competent l e g i s l a t i v e ,  admin i s t r a t ive ,  o r  j u d i c i a l  
body o r  forum. I f  you have counsel ,  of course ,  you c e r t a i n l y  
have t h e  r i g h t  t o  d i scuss  it w i t h  counsel.  I f  you a r e  c a l l e d  
as  a  wi tness  i n  a case ,  t h a t  c e r t a i n l y  i s  w i t h i n  t h e  permis-
s i b l e  l i m i t s .  You can t e s t i f y ,  of course. 

I understand t h a t  you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o rde r  
i s sued  by t h e  mi'litary judge i n  t h e  general  cour t -mar t ia l  
case  of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley.  You have rece ived  a 
n o t i c e  from t h e  t r i a l  counsel? 

A. Y e s .  

Q - Now, your appearance here  i n  no way changes
t h e  e f f e c t  of t h a t  o rde r .  Fur the r ,  your appearance and 
your testimony here  i s  permiss ib le  wi th in  t h e  l i m i t s  of  
t h a t  order .  You' re n o t  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of it by coming h e r e  
and t e s t i f y i n g .  Have you any ques t ions  about what I ' v e  
covered s o  f a r ?  

A. I th ink  I understand. 

Q I f  you have a t  any t ime,  f e e l  f r e e  t o  ask.  
I n  reviewing your testimony and t h e  testimony of o t h e r s ,  
t h e r e  a r e  some s ta tements  which r a i s e  t h e  suspic ion  t h a t  
you may have committed some aggravated a s s a u l t s  wi th  a 
weapon, o r  unlawful k i l l i n g s ,  a t  My Lai ( 4  ) on about t h e  
16th  of March. A t  a l a t e r  t i m e  I can go i n t o  t h i s  i n  a 
l i t t l e  more d e t a i l ,  b u t  a t  t h i s  po in t  I do want you t o  be 
s u r e  t h a t  you understand your r i g h t  t o  counsel ,  and your 
r i g h t  t o  t e s t i f y  o r  r e f u s e  t o  t e s t i f y .  

F i r s t  of a l l ,  s i n c e  you a r e  s u s p e c t ,  you have 
a r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t ,  t o  
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answer no q u e s t i o n s  whatsoever. 

Second, any s t a t emen t  t h a t  you do make could 
be used a s  evidence a g a i n s t  you i n  a c r imina l  t r i a l .  

Th i rd ,  you have a r i g h t  t o  c o n s u l t  w i th  counsel  
and t o  have counsel  p r e s e n t  h e r e  i f  you wish. This  counsel  
can be c i v i l i a n  counsel  employed by you a t  your own expense,  
o r ,  i f  you d e s i r e ,  m i l i t a r y  counsel  w i l l  be made a v a i l a b l e  
t o  you. W e  w i l l  appoin t  one, o r ,  i f  you have a m i l i t a r y  
counsel  of choice ,  i f  he i s  reasonably a v a i l a b l e ,  he would 
be made av 'a i lab le .  You may r e q u e s t  m i l i t a r y  counsel  and 
a l s o  r e t a i n  c i v i l i a n  counsel  i f  you wish. I f  you do dec ide  
t o  have counsel  and you a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  t e s t i f y ,  t h e  counsel  
can be h e r e  i n  t h e  hear ing  and you can c o n s u l t  w i th  him a t  
any t i m e .  

I f  you dec ide  t o  go ahead and answer ques t ions  
wi thou t  having counsel ,  you a l s o  have t h e  r i g h t  a t  any 
t i m e  t o  r e q u e s t  counsel  o r  t o  r e q u e s t  t e rmina t ion  of t h e  
hea r ings  s o  t h a t  you can o b t a i n  counsel .  I f  you dec ide  
t o  t e s t i f y  whether wi th  o r  wi thout  counse l ,  you can answer 
ques t ions  on a s e l e c t i v e  b a s i s ,  t h a t  i s ,  r e f u s e  t o  answer 
some, answer o t h e r s  a s  you may dec ide ,  o r  t o  d e c l i n e  t o  
answer f u r t h e r  ques t ions .  You have a l l  of t h e s e  r i g h t s .  
Do you unders tand a l l  of them? 

A. I unders tand.  

Q- Would you l i k e  m e  t o  e x p l a i n  them any f u r t h e r ?  

A. No, I t h i n k  I unders tand.  

Q e  My n e x t  ques t ion  i s ,  do you want counsel? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  SO, n o t  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

Q - A r e  you w i l l i n g  t o  make a s t a t emen t  and 
answer ques t ions?  

A. Y e s ,  I am. 

MR WEST: M r .  CONTI,  I unders tand you were formerly a member 
of t h e  Army? 

A. Y e s ,  I was. 

Q When were you discharged? 

A. 22nd of October. 
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Q. 1969? 

A. Yes, 1969. 

Q *  What was your du ty  assignment on t h e  1 6 t h  of 
March, 1968? 

A. I was a s s igned  t o  t h e  1st P la toon  command p o s t .  
I w a s  c a r r y i n g  a mine sweeper and an M-79. 

Q* Now y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  C/1/20? 

A. Right .  

Q. A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  C h a r l i e  Company w a s  a s s igned  t o  
Task Force  Barker under t h e  11 th  Brigade,  A m e r i c a 1  Div is ion?  

A. Y e s .  

MR WEST: A s  a p r e l i m i n a r y  matter ,  M r .  CONTI,  w e  would ap- 
p r e c i a t e  it i f  you would go w i t h  Colonel  WILSON, and look f 
a t  some photographs and some o t h e r  papers  and documents w i t h  KJ 
him. And t h e n ,  a f t e r  t h a t ,  w e ' l l  g e t  back t o g e t h e r  and go m 
through t h e  a s s a u l t  of C h a r l i e  Company on My Lai  ( 4 )  . We'd 
l i k e  t o  ask you some q u e s t i o n s  about  t h a t .  We ' l l  r e c e s s  a t  
t h i s  t ime.  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1 1 1 0  hours ,  2 January  
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1120 hour s ,  2  January 
1970.) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  person  i s  p r e s e n t :  COL WILSON. 

(MR CONTI was r e c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s . )  

COL WILSON: I remind you t h a t  you are s t i l l  under oi 

(A s t a c k  of photos  marked as e x h i b i t s  w e r e  shown 
t o  t h e  w i tnes s .  ) 

J u s t  d f v i d e  t h e s e  photographs i n t o  p i l e s  you 
recognize  and d o n ' t  recognize .  Take t h e s e  you r ecogn ize  
and p u t  them o v e r  t h e r e  on your r i g h t .  

But,  b e f o r e  w e  proceed w i t h  t h e  photography,  you 
w e r e  w i th  C h a r l i e  Company i n  Hawaii, w e r e n ' t  you? 
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A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  about 2 weeks. 

Q - Before 1eavir.g Hawaii, were you given any s p e c i a l  
t r a i n i n g  f o r  Vietnam? 

A. No, I was not .  I was a c l e r k ,  and then  I was pro-
moted t o  PFC and pu t  i n  t h e  i n f a n t r y .  

Q. What were you, company c l e r k  when you joined t h e  
u n i t ?  

A. No, I was i n  t h e  LRRP detachment. I was a company
c l e r k .  Then, when it was disbanded, t h e  CO recommended I be 
p u t  i n  t h e  i n f a n t r y ,  made an l l B l O ,  p u t  i n  Char l i e  Company. 

Q. You went with Char l i e  Company t o  Vietnam? 

A. Right.  

Q. When you g o t  t o  Vietnam, d i d  you rece ive  any spec- 
i a l  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. No, I d i d  not .  

Q. You weren ' t  given any t z a i n i n g  on h e l i c o p t e r s  o r  
booby t r a p s ?  

A. J u s t  with t h e  r e s t  of t h e  company. 

9. Where d i d  you t a k e  t h i s  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. Duc Pho. 

Q. Do you remember who gave you t h i s  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. No. 

Q. Were you ever  given any t r a i n i n g  on how t o  handle 
p r i s o n e r s  of war? 

A. No, I was not .  

Q. Were you e v e r  given any t r a i n i n g  on how t o  handle 
noncombatants? 

A. No, I was not .  
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Q I show you Exhibi t  M-2 ,  e n t i t l e d ,  "Nine Rules." 
Have you ever  seen t h a t  card? 

A.  . Y e s ,  I have. 

Where d i d  you s e e  i t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  I was given it. 

Q Where? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I n  Hawaii o r  Vietnam. I d o n ' t  
know. 

You d o n ' t  remember where you were given t h e  card? 

A. No. I ' v e  seen it before .  

What d id  you do with i t ?  

A. I t h i n k  I j u s t  s tuck  it i n  my w a l l e t .  
3 

Q Do you have it now? 

A.  N o ,  it was destroyed when I was over t h e r e  along 
wi th  t h e  r e s t  of my w a l l e t .  

But you d i d  g e t  a copy of t h i s  card? 

A. I t h i n k  so .  I cou1dn"t say f o r  p o s i t i v e .  

Q I show you Exh ib i t  M - 3 ,  e n t i t l e d ,  "The Enemy i n  
Your Hands. I' Have you ever  seen t h a t  card? 

I don ' t  t h i n k  I have.A. 

Q You n o t i c e  i t ' s  got  Vietnamese t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  
English on t h e r e .  Does t h a t  b r i n g  it back t o  you? 

A. No. I c o u l d n ' t  say.  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Did you ever  r ece ive  any t r a i n i n g  on r u l e s  of  
engagement? 
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A. NO, I d i d  not .  

Q. Were you ever  t o l d  what t o  do i n  a combat s i t u a t i o n  
such a s  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  What t o  do i f  Vietnamese, e i t h e r  combat- 
a n t s  o r  noncombatants, were t o  run from you? 

A. W e  were t o l d  t o  y e l l  "dung l a i " ,  " h a l t " ,  and f i r e  
warning sho t s .  

0- "Hal t" ,  f i r e  warning s h o t s ,  and then  what? 

A. Stop them. 


Q- Where were you t o l d  t o  do t h i s ?  


A. I th ink  it was somewhere during t h e  t r a i n i n g  a t  
Duc Pho. 

0. Do you remember whether you g o t  t h i s  i n  your b a s i c  
t r a i n i n g  o r  advanced i n d i v i d u a l  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. NO, I d o n ' t  t h ink  I ever  rece ived  it i n  b a s i c .  

Q. How about advanced ind iv idua l?  

A. I had a c l e r k ' s  school.  I had no need f o r  it. 

Q. But you g o t  it somewhere i n  t h e  process  of Hawaii 
o r  going t o  Vietnam? 

A. Y e s ,  somewhere. It  w a s  p r e t t y  cramped up. I 
don ' t  remember. 

Q- Do you ever  remember t h e  company commander bring- 
ing  t h e  company toge the r  and br inging  t h e s e  th ings  out?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say yes ,  and I c o u l d n ' t  say no, because,  
l i k e  I say ,  t h e  f i r s t  month w e  were t h e r e ,  everyth ing  was 
p r e t t y  jumbled up. 

Q- The geography on t h i s  map should be c l e a r  t o  you, 
s i n c e  you've r e c e n t l y  been i n  t h e r e .  This is  a 1:25,000 
shee t .  (The w i t n e s s  was shown a map.) NOW, I want t o  take  
t h e  photographs t h a t  you r e c a l l ,  keeping i n  mind f o r  t h e  re-
cord t h a t  M r .  CONTI accompanied t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  t h a t  went i n t o  

APP T-56 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

My Lai ( 4 )  on t h e  16th  of November, 1969, and has probably 
seen it more r e c e n t l y  than  any wi tness  w e  have had o r  w i l l  
have. The photographs t h a t  you've s e l e c t e d ,  I want you t o  
s t a r t  through them now. P-26, what do you r e c a l l  about 
t h a t ?  

A. That looks l i k e  Dot t i e  when t h e  s h i p s  were land-
ing.  

Was t h a t  on t h e  16th  of March? 

A .  I t h i n k  so.  I cou ldn ' t  t e l l .  I t  could be t h e  
16 th ,  it could be any day. But it looks l i k e  t h e  a s s a u l t  
on which w e  were. 

A. That looks l i k e  on t h e  t r a i l ,  t h e r e ,  where CALLEY 
and MEADLO s h o t  those  people.  That looks l i k e  one of t h e  
women who was on t h e  t r a i l .  

Q We're going t o  have t o  t r y  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  which 
t r a i l  t h i s  was. 

A.  Right he re .  (Poin t ing  t o  a s p o t  on t h e  a e r i a l  
photoqraphr P-1.) I came up h e r e ,  and I searched t h e s e  
houses f o r  people.  

Q. Le t  me s t a r t  you through t h e  v i l l a g e .  You landed 
on the  west s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  somewhere i n  here .  This  i s  
what we have been a b l e  t o  determine. Do you remember where 
your h e l i c o p t e r  set down? 

Let  me see  t h a t  o t h e r  photograph, p lease .  

Q* I ' m  t a l k i n g  about March now, on t h e  16th.  

A. I know I came i n  by a house. I th ink  we came i n  
around here (Poin t ing  t o  t h e  a e r i a l  photo,  P-1). 

Q - T h a t ' s  somewhere i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of those  two 
f i e l d s ,  those  two c u l t i v a t e d  f i e l d s  by t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  Right about he re ,  because I remember t h e r e  were 
t r e e s  over he re ,  and a farmer and c a t t l e  over here .  When I 
went i n ,  I went up a l i t t l e  path.  There should be a pa th  up 
here  somewhere. 
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Q* Okay, from t h e  time you got  o f f  your h e l i c o p t e r  
u n t i l  t h e  t ime you moved . in to  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  how f a r  was i t ?  

A. . How f a r ?  

Q .  Yes. 

One hundred, one hundred and f i f t y  meters ,  I guess.  

a- That would put  your h e l i c o p t e r  landing  back over 
i n  here?  

A. I th ink  so.  

Q *  Do you remember whether your doorgunners were 
f i r i n g ?  

A. Y e s  .. 
Q P r i o r  t o  t h e  landing? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- How many minutes o r  seconds p r i o r  t o  t h e  landing? 

A. A couple of minutes. 

Q. But they were f i r i n g ?  

A. They were f i r i n g .  A t  l e a s t  t h e  s h i p  on which I 
was f i r i n g ,  because I saw t h e  doorgunners open up. 

Q- Do you know i f  you w e r e  i n  t h e  r i g h t  o r  t h e  l e f t  
sh ip?  

A. I w a s  wi th  t h e  CP group. I t  should have been t h e  
f i r s t  sh ip .  I was with Lieutenant  CXLLEY. I t h i n k  it was 
t h e  f i r s t  s h i p ,  i f  I ' m  not  mistaken. 

Do you t h i n k  you went i n t o  v i l l a g e  about r i g h t  he re?  

A. Yes. There w a s  a t r a i l ,  I t h i n k ,  about r i g h t  i n  
here.  I th ink  it was r i g h t  about t h e r e .  

a - And your h e l i c o p t e r  set down about r i g h t  here?  
W e ' l l  make t h a t  p o i n t  1. Point  1 is t h e  approximate lo-
c a t i o n  where t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  landed. Then you moved i n t o  the 
v i l l a g e  approximately here .  
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A. ' Y e s .  

Q Did you s t o p  on a hedgerow o r  a l i n e  t o  b u i l d  up, 
and w a i t  f ~ rt h e  2d Platoon? 

A. No, I t h i n k  w e  j u s t  moved i n .  

a- You d i d n ' t  s top?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so. When w e  came o f f  t h e  h e l i -
c o p t e r s  t h e r e  was a farmer and c a t t l e  over  he re .  W e  f i r e d  
a t  them, and then  w e  s t a r t e d  moving i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  To m e  
it d i d n ' t  look l i k e  everybody was on l i n e .  I d o n ' t  know, I 
was wi th  t h e  CP group, behind everybody. 

Q Where w e r e  t h e  farmer and t h e  c a t t l e ?  

A. Right about he re .  

Q - North of t h e  tree l i n e ?  

A.  Yes, i n  t h a t  open space.  

Q This  was a farmer and some c a t t l e ?  

Maybe about 1 0  cr 1 2  head cf c a t t l e .  

And then  you moved i n  about r i g h t  here?  

A.  Y e s ,  I t h i n k  so.  

Q This  i s  t h e  CP group you ' r e  t a l k i c g  about ,  Lieu-
t e n a n t  CALLEY and h i s  group? 

A. I t h i n k  w e  came i n  about  r i g h t  he re .  

Q This  i s  t h e  CP group. You s t a y e d . w i t h  them t h e  
whole tfme? 

A. Y e s .  Well,  I moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  j u s t  ahead 
of them. I walked i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  j u s t  ahead of them. 

But you s t a y e d  wi th  t h e  CP group t h e  whole time? 
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A. Yes, u n t i l  we g o t  t o  t h e  o t h e r  end of t h e  v i l l a g e .  
I broke o f f  once i n  a  while ,  bu t  f o r  t h e  most p a r t  I was wi th  
them, o r  under t h e i r  o r d e r s ,  anyway. 

Q- When you moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  you were t h i s  f a r  
north? 

A. Yes. When I moved i n  I moved i n  t o  where t h e r e  
were houses. I d o n ' t  remember these  he re ,  because you can 
see t h e s e  a r e  r i g h t  on -- I d o n ' t  remember c ross ing  t h e  c l e a r -  
ing.  

Q. Did you head south? 

A. N o ,  we come i n  l i k e  t h i s .  I t  was a l l  zigzagged. 
We s t a r t e d  heading l i k e  t h i s .  There was no formation. 

Q - But t h e  CP group --
A. ( In te rpos ing)  I came i n  here .  They could have come 
i n  he re ,  f a r t h e r  down from m e .  

Q. The CP group moved i n t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e  a t  p o i n t  3 .  
Did you move i n  a sou the r ly  d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  because when I stopped he re ,  I t h i n k ,  t h e  CP 
group went p a s t  me. I saw Sergeant  BACON, and I was t a l k i n g  
wi th  him, and he t o l d  me t o  ca tch  up t o  t h e  CP because I had 
t h e  mine sweeper. 

Q - Where do you th ink  you saw Sergeant  BACON? 

A. Right about here ,  because he was i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
before  me, and then  I ran  i n t o  him. 

Q- That was a t  p o i n t  3? 

A. Right. 

Q- A t  p o i n t  3 he a l s o  saw Sergeant BACON. Then 
you moved i n  a sou the r ly  d i r e c t i o n ?  

Y e s ,  it w a s  more o r  l e s s  zigzagging through here.  

Q. Do you remember coming o u t  a t  t h e  extreme southern 
p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. Not u n t i l  I g o t  t o  t h i s  th ing .  

Q. The north-south road? 

A. No, t h i s  t r a i l .  I d i d n ' t  come o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
u n t i l  I g o t  t o  t h a t  t r a i l .  I came o u t  r i g h t  about he re ,  where 
t h i s  l i t t l e  opening is .  

Q Where was CARTER wounded, do you remember? Did 
you s e e  CARTER? 

A. I saw him, b u t  I d i d n ' t  see  him when he g o t  wounded. 
I saw him j u s t  p r i o r  t o  it. When I saw him, t h e r e  was a house 
up here.  

Q He was wounded back here?  

A. I could have sworn I saw him up here.  I might be 
wrong. I know I saw him p r i o r  t o  it. 

Q. We could be wrong i n  f i x i n g  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of where 
he was wounded. 

A. What am I saying,  over here? 

Q You're t a l k i n g  about t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  village. 

A. Excuse me, I ' m  wrong. 

Q This  i s  halfway through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. I g o t  misor iented .  I t ' s  t h a t  d i t c h ,  r i g h t  here ,  
and t h a t  d i t c h  f a c i n g  t h i s  way. Back he re ,  t h e r e ' s  a house 
back here  somewhere, r i g h t  about here .  I t h i n k  I saw him 
about here .  Because I know I saw him. I saw him, and then  I 
came up t o  t h i s  house, and I was t a l k i n g  t o  a couple of o t h e r  
guys. There was a s h o t ,  and somebody sa id :  "CARTER g o t  h i t . "  

Q. That was behind you, then? 

A. Yes. I was wrong. This is where I went a f t e r  I 
saw him. 
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Q. When you moved from t h i s  l o c a t i o n  h e r e ,  t h a t  
nor th-south  t r a i l ,  l e t ' s  see, t h a t ' s  where you came t o  t h e  
south  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  r i g h t ?  

A. 	 Right .  Right t h e r e .  

Q- W e ' l l  make t h a t  p o i n t  4 .  And t h i s  was t h e  CP 
group of t h e  1st Pla toon.  You came t o  t h e  s o u t h  end of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  You d o n ' t  have any i d e a  what t i m e  t h a t  was? 

A. 	 No. 

Q. Did you move a long t h e  sou th  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
a f t e r  t h a t ,  or d i d  you go back i n  he re?  

A. 	 No, t h i s  i s  where w e  grouped t h e  f i r s t  group. 

Of v i l l a g e r s ?  

A. 	 Y e s .  

Q. 	 Where you rounded up t h e  f i r s t  group? 

A. That  was where t h e  f i r s t  group was k i l l e d ,  r i g h t  
t h e r e  on t h a t  t r a i l .  

Q - A t  p o i n t  4? 

Right .  

Q- The f i r s t  group of v i l l a g e r s  was k i l l e d ?  

A. 	 Yes. The f i r s t  ones I saw, l e t ' s  p u t  it t h a t  way. 

Q - T h a t ' s  p o i n t  4. Then what happened, d i d  you move 
on? 

A. A f t e r  they  were k i l l e d ,  yes .  The CP l e f t ,  and then  
I was a l l  a lone  and I s t a r t e d  up t h i s  t r a i l  h e r e .  

Q. 	 BY y o u r s e l f ?  

A. Yes. I k ind  of waved i n  and o u t  of h e r e .  I g o t  
t o  t h i s  house,  and came up l i k e  t h i s ,  and g o t  around t o  t h i s  
house, and I saw them f i r i n g  over  he re .  So I walked over  
t h e r e  t o  s e e  what was up. They w e r e  shoo t ing  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h ,  
and I went back again .  
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Q- I ' m  n o t  going t o  g e t  involved i n  t h e  c r imina l  
a spec t s  of t h e  th ing .  But you d i d  leave t h e  CP group af -
ter  you l e f t  p o i n t  4 .  Why d i d  you leave  them? 

A. Because I was wandering around a f t e r  I s a w  those 
people k i l l e d .  I d i d n ' t  go i n  r i g h t  away. I was j u s t  t r y -
i n g  t o  o r i e n t a t e  myself aga in ,  and they moved o u t  without  m e .  

Q The CP group went o f f  down here?  

Y e s .  

Q L e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  A s  f a r  a s  I know. A l l  I know is  I was wandering 
along i n  here .  How they  g o t  t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  have any idea .  
A l l  I know i s  I came up around t h i s  house, I came over  here ,  
I saw them shoot ing  i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  and then  I went back. 

Q. Let me show you something here .  The d i t c h  t h a t  
w a s  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  photograph was r i g h t  he re .  This  d i t c h  
r i g h t  here.  

A. I can o r i e n t a t e  myself b e t t e r  from t h i s .  Here 's  
t h e  d i t c h ,  r i g h t ?  

Q. Yes. 

A. Here 's  t h e  house I was t e l l i n g  about r i g h t  here .  
I l e f t  t h e  CP group here  a t  4 ,  and they  were o f f  by them-
s e l v e s ,  I d o n ' t  know where they  were. A l l  I know i s  I j u s t  
wandered around u n t i l  I g o t  about t o  t h i s  house here .  I came 
up here.  I was t a l k i n g  t o  somebody, I d o n ' t  remember who. 
There were two guys t o  whom I was t a l k i n g .  I saw them f i r -
ing  over t h e r e ,  s o  I s a i d  t h a t  I wanted t o  go over  and look. 
And I went over  here ,  and up t h e r e  they were shoot ing  i n  t h e  
d i t c h .  I s tood long enough t o  look, and went down, and l e f t ,  
and came back. 

Q You went up i n t o  t h e  2d Platoon a r e a  then? 

A. This  i s  where t h e  CP was. I . d o n V tremember t o  
whom I was t a l k i n g .  I t  might have been t h e  2d Platoon.  A l l  
I know is  t h a t  t h i s  i s  where they l e f t  me. I s tayed around, 
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wandering around i n  c i r c l e s ,  f o r  a couple of minutes. Then 
they l e f t ,  and I followed up af terwards.  I t h i n k  I took t h e  
t r a i l  a l i t t l e  b i t .  

Q. Did anything of importance happen between 3 and 
4 t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  

A. No. A few people g o t  k i l l e d ,  t h a t ' s  about it. I 
d o n ' t  remember who d i d  it o r  why. Everybody was going crazy.  

When you l e f t  4 ,  was t h e r e  anything of any s ig -  
n i f i c a n c e  t h a t  happened before  you g o t  t h e r e ?  
Q e  

A. No, everybody had been through. I t h i n k  I was 
one of t h e  l a s t  ones, i f  n o t  t h e  l a s t  one, because every- 
body had a l r eady  pushed through p a s t  t h e r e .  Almost t h e  
whole p la toon was up around he re  somewhere. I t h i n k  I was 
t h e  l a s t  one up t h e r e .  They l e f t  me. CALLEY s a i d :  " L e t ' s  
go." And I wandered around, s t ayed  behind t h e  CP. 

' Q- You d i d n ' t  s e e  anything happen i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A. 	 J u s t  a few bodies .  

0- Okay, s o  you s t a r t e d  moving i n  a n o r t h e a s t e r l y  
d i rec t ion--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Then I c u t  back i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
and I ended up about here.  

,Q-	 You stopped here? 
, 

A. Y e s .  


Q- What f o r ?  


A. 	 There were a couple of guys t o  whom I w a s  t a l k i n g .  

A t  p o i n t  5 ,  you s topped. ,  

For a break,  more o r  l e s s .  

Q - 	 You l e f t  t h e  CP group a t  p o i n t  4 ?  . 

A. 	 Y e s .  
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You moved by yourse l f?  

Y e s .  

Q. You moved by yourse l f  t o  p o i n t  5. Did you see 
Captain MEDINA between 4 and 5? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I s a w  him t h e  whole t i m e  I was 
t h e r e .  J u s t  before  we l e f t  t h e  landing zone. 

Q. And you moved from p o i n t  5 t o  over  he re  where 
t h e  d i t c h  was? 

A. And then  I went back i n  t h i s  genera l  d i r e c t i o n .  

You went t o  t h e  d i t c h ,  and then  turned  around andQ 
went back? 

A. Y e s .  

Q - Back t o  p o i n t  5? 

A. I t h i n k  I headed o u t  some way. A l l  I know i s ,  I 
m e t  up wi th  some of t h e  o t h e r  guys from t h e  platoon.  

Q This  was t h e  2d Platoon up here? 

A. Well, I met up wi th  somebody around here.  I know 
I headed back toward t h e  v i l l a g e .  Where, e x a c t l y ,  I d o n ' t  
know. 

Q A t  p o i n t  6 you moved t o  t h e  d i t c h .  What hap-
pened a t  p o i n t  6? 

A. I walked up t o  t h e  d i t c h  t o  see what was happening. 
They were shoot ing i n t o  t h e  d i t c h .  I turned  around and I l e f t .  

Q. Who was shoot ing i n t o  t h e  d i t c h ?  

CALLEY and MITCHELL. 

Q Now, you c o u l d n ' t  i d e n t i f y  P-32 w e l l  enough t o  say 
f o r  s u r e  it w a s  one of t h e s e  groups? 

APP T-56 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A.  	 I t  looks f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  I cou ldn ' t  d e f i n i t e l y  say. 

Q. 	 D o  you know P-61? 

A.  That looks l i k e  t h e  genera l  d i r e c t i o n  i n  which w e  
headed o u t .  

Q- This  is  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of My Lai ( 4 ) ,  t h e  e a s t  
s ide?  

A. 	 Yes. 

I t  was o u t  i n  t h a t  open f i e l d  t h e r e ?  

A.  Out t h e r e  somewhere. I c a n ' t  be c e r t a i n .  I know 
w e  headed o u t  i n t o  t h e  paddy. 

Q - Was t h i s  a p la toon movement, was t h i s  your p la toon,  
o r  do you know f o r  sure?  

A.  No, I d o n ' t  t h ink  it was. I t  looks l i k e  an advance 
element,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h ink  it was our  platoon.  

Q. Photo P-61,  elements of Char l i e  Conpany. Do you 
th ink  t h a t  was Char l i e  Company? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, everybody looks t h e  same i n  gear .  
I f  t h a t ' s  Char l i e  Company, I th ink  it might have been 2d o r  
3d Platoon.  I was i n  t h e  f r o n t .  A t  t h e  time we had pr ison-  
ers. We g o t  them somewhere, and I was walking up f r o n t  wi th  
one. 

Q-	 Now P-64, what do you recognize about t h a t  photo- 
graph? 

A.  T h a t ' s  t h e  3rd Platoon. I know two of t h e  guys 
t h e r e .  

Q - 	 Who's t h e  f i r s t  one? 

A. G .  A .  SMITH. The second guy i s  P e t e ,  bu t  I c a n ' t  
remember h i s  l a s t  name. 

Q. 	 One was SMITH? . 
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A. G. A, WXTV, right there. 

A. Z khEmk @W,trsPete again. I c a n ' t  remember h i s  
l a s t  n.mw,' 

Q - That  w89 me wra in thq center ym're t a l k i n g  a-
bouk? 

~3 , s  Zen= where t h i s  l a c a t i o n  i s 3  

A. No, Z have ~ 1 0idea, Lt w u l d  be mywhere i n  the 
v i l l a g e .  a 

YOU don't kww who he i s ?  a-Q. N 

A. No . 
Q - W e ' l l  show you a l i s t  of witnesses  whom w e  have, 
and maybe h i s  name night come back t o  you. P-73. DCr y ~ u  
know whlere t h i s  po in t  i s  on kh i s  a e r i a l  photograph? Is t h i s  
where y w  l e f t  to  begin t h a t  1 6  November reconnaissance? 

A. Ye$, when I wont back i n  November, 

Q Is this the  v i l l a g e  from which you l e f t ?  Is t h i s  
where you started? 

A. I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  where we started. It was j u s t  out-
s i d e  t h e  v i $ l a q ~ .  

Q = That's where you s t a r t e d ,  from the rese t t l ement  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes. I know we had t o  come down t h e  road, and I 
know it was before here. 
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Q- Was it over  here? 

A. ' No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  I t  was nea r  another  h i l l ,  
I know t h a t .  

Q- Another h i l l  i n  t h e  background? 

A. W e l l ,  I know w e  came i n  l i k e  t h i s .  I t h i n k  it was 
around h e r e ,  around t h e  base of t h i s  h i l l  r i g h t  he re .  

Q= How f a r  d i d  you go from t h e  r e s e t t l e m e n t  v i l l a g e  
t o  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I t h i n k  they  t o l d  me 400 meters .  

Q- That  could have been a t  t h e  base  of H i l l  85. A l l  
r i g h t .  P-73 i s  where you s t a r t e d  o u t ,  b u t  we're n o t  r e a l  
s u r e  where t h a t  i s ,  s o  l e t ' s  p u t  t h a t  a s i a e .  This  i s  P-74. 
We're looking i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of what? Is t h a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  
t h e r e ?  

A. Over h e r e ,  o f f  t o  t h e  s i d e  he re .  


Q- Off t o  t h e  l e f t ?  


A. Y e s .  


Q- . T h i s  i s  where you ' r e  going i n ,  r i g h t ?  


A. W e  c u t  o f f  t h e  road and then  l i k e  t h i s  h e r e ,  you 
see, because they  were moving back and f o r t h .  

. -

Q- Do you know where t h a t  i s ?  


A *  No. 


Q- D o  you know where t h i s  i s ?  These a r e :  P-75, P-76, 

P-77, P-78, and P-79? 


A. I t h i n k  t h a t  was a p i c t u r e  from over  h e r e ,  r i g h t  
in.t h i s  s e c t i o n  here .  

a- You t h i n k  P-79 was taken  south  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  be-
f o r e  you g o t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t h i n k  s o ,  because they  took a l o t  of p i c t u r e s .  
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Q- I wapt t o  go back t o  P-74 f o r  a minute. When 
t h i s  photograph was taken,  had you l e f t  t h e  main road,  and 
were yov moving i n t o  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  Or were you moving ou t?  

A. W e  w e r e  s t i l l  going down t h e  main road toward it. 

Q - '  Xs t h i s  the main road? 

A. Y e s I  I t h i n k  so, because we took p i c t u r e s  going 
down it, I don't t h i n k  we took any p i c t u r e s  coming back. I 
t h ink  t h a t ' s  it. I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  heading toward it. 

Q. This was going down t h e  main road? 

A. Y e s ,  t h i s  t r a i l  r i g h t  here .  

Q You zigzagged i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  from Highway 521? 
0 
PA. Y e s .  C') 

Q. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  guess w e  can l o c a t e  t h i s  photograph. 
Do you reloember where t h a t  one, P-80 was taken? 

A-

I t h i n k  t h a t  was taken on t h e  t r a i l ,  r i g h t  here .  
(V

A. 
This t r a i l  r i g h t  about here.  

Q Is t h a t  H i l l  85 back t h e r e  i n  t h e  background of 
t h i s  photo? 

A. Y e s ,  I t h ink  it is. 

Q- About r i g h t  here?  

A. On t h e  t r a i l ,  r i g h t  about here .  

Q What happened a t  t h a t  p o i n t ?  A t  what are they  
po in t ing ,  anything i n  p a r t i c u l a r ?  

A. Tha t ' s  where t h e  bodies  were, where t h e  f i r s t  
group of people were k i l l e d .  

Q. P-81, do you remember where t h a t  w a s  taken? I f  
you d o n ' t ,  w e ' l l  g e t  another  one. 

A. I t h ink  t h a t  was taken a t  t h e  t r a i l ,  too.  

Q. Was t h i s  ~ n etaken t h e r e  too? 
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A. Y e s ,  I th ink  it was taken a t  t h e  t r a i l ,  too.  

Q - So it looks l i k e  P-81 and P-82 were both taken 
a t  t h a t  loca t ion .  

A.  Yes. 

Q - Photos P-80, P-81, and P-82 were a l l  taken a t  t h e  
same l o c a t i o n .  

A. Y e s .  I t h ink  t h a t  was taken i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. You d o n ' t  know where i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h i s  was lo-
cated? 

A. NO, because we kept  going around i n s i d e  it. 

Q *  Did you go i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  I thought you d i d n ' t  
go i n  t h e r e  because of t h e  mines? 

A. We went i n  on t h e  t r a c k s .  

Q - J u s t  on t h e  t r a i l s  then? 

A. Yes, on t h e  t r a c k s .  

Q - How much of t h e  v i l l a g e  d i d  you see?  Did you go 
through t h e  whole v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, j u s t  l i t t l e  p a r t s .  They wanted me t o  show them 
where t h e i r  houses were a t  t h e  time. 

Q- What's photo P-84? What happened t h e r e ,  do you 
know? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. They took a couple when I wasn ' t  
with them. 

Q. I n  photo P-84, a r e  t h e s e  two Vietnamese supposed 
t o  be su rv ivors?  

A. T h a t ' s  what I ' m  t o l d .  


Q *  How much c r e d i b i l i t y  do you g ive  t o  t h a t  testimony? 


A. I c o u l d n ' t  say.  


Q *  P-85 i s  t h e  d i t c h ?  
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A .  Y e s .  

Q. Who says  t h i s  i s  t h e  d i t c h ?  Did they  say t h i s  
w a s  t h e  d i t c h ?  Do you say t h i s  is  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A .  W e l l ,  from what I can remember, t h a t  is.  

Q - You say  t h i s  i s  t h e  ditch? 

A.  Y e s ,  
-. 

Q And t hey  agree,d. I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  Vietnamese 
and you b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  t h e  d i t c h  where those p e ~ p l ewere 
sho t?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. P-85 i s  t h i s  d i t c h  r i g h t  here?  

A. Yes. 

Q P-85 and P - 8 6  a r e  t h e  same loca t ion .  P - 8 8 ,  do 
you know where t h a t  photo was taken? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Did you- h i t  any r e s i s t a n c e  a t  a l l  when you went 
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No. 

Q. On t h e  day i n  November when you went back i n  t h e r e ?  

Q. There w a s  nobody i n  t h e r e ?  

A. N o .  

D i d  you de tonate  any mines o r  booby t r a p s ?  

N o .  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  d i t c h  again.  
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Q. P-87 i s  t h e  same l o c a t i o n  as P-85. P-903 

A .  I f  I'm not  mis taken ,  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  t h e  tree l i n e .  
T h e r e ' s  a tree l i n e  somewhere around h e r e .  

Q You're t a l k i n g  about  back i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  P-80, 
P-81, and P-82? 

A. Right .  There  i s  a t ree l i n e  b a c k ' t h e r e .  

Q. T h a t ' s  back t h e r e  on t h e  t r a i l ?  

A.  ,R igh t .  Back nea r  p o i n t  4. 

Q. How about  photo P-91, does  t h a t  l ook  f a m i l i a r ?  I f  
it d o e s n ' t  s a y  so .  

A. N o .  

Q *  Photo P-92? 

A. T h a t ' s  H i l l  85. 

Q. H i l l  85 i n  t h e  background? 

A. Yes. 

Q You d o n ' t  know where it w a s  t aken?  

A. No. 

Q. P-93? 

A .  I t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  t h e  t r a i l  I t o l d  you about .  

Q *  P-9 4 ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  supposed t o  be t h e  d i t c h  too. 

Q - P-94 i s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of P-85? 

A. Same l o c a t i o n .  

Q. P-95? 

A. I c a n ' t  be s u r e .  
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Q. P-96 i s  t h e  same as P-95. P-99? 

A. N o .  I t h i n k  it w a s  j u s t  a grave.  

Q. P-98? D o  you t h i n k  t h e s e  'are g raves?  

A. T h a t ' s  what I w a s  t o l d .  I d o n ' t  know. 

a* Were t h e s e  t h e r e  when you were t h e r e  i n  1968? 

A. A l o t  of  t h i n g s  changed. I wou ldn ' t  s a y  yes .  

Q. On photo  P-102 t h e  t r a c k s  i n d i c a t e ,  i n  t h i s  photo- 
graph,  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  q u i t e  a b i t  of movement o u t s i d e  o f  My 
La i  ( 4 )  , b u t  I d o n ' t  see any t r a c k s  going i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. R igh t  h e r e .  
b - -

Q. So you went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h e  sou the rn  p o i n t ?  .3 
f i  

A. Y e s ,  w e  went i n .  Like I s a i d ,  t h e  Vietnamese were m 
going t o  show houses t o  M r .  THAYER. 

Q =  Who i s  M r .  THAYER. a 

A. The man from t h e  C I D  t o  whom I t a l k e d .  

Q. P-10 3 .  H e r e  ' s ano the r  November photograph of  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  Is t h e r e  anyth ing  s p e c i f i c  a b o u t  t h i s  photograph 
t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  

A. N o .  


Q- Anything about  P-105? 


A. N o .  

A. N o .  They w e r e  a l l  ae r ia l  s h o t s .  

A. N o .  

Q. P-112 i s  ano the r  aer ia l  s h o t .  
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A. The a e r i a l  s h o t s  mean nothing t o  m e .  

Q. P-114, a e r i a l  shot .  P-115 i s  a close-up a e r i a l  
s h o t  of a destroyed house. D o  you r e c a l l  t h i s  hcuse? 

A. No, Pike I say ,  everyth ing  changed. I c a n ' t  be 
sure .  

P-120, does t h i s  look f a m i l i a r  t o  you? 

It  looks l i k e  t h e  d i t c h  again.  

P-120 would be t h e  same l o c a t i o n  a s  P-85. P-126? 

I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  when we s e t  up t h a t  n igh t .  

A r e  they  Char l i e  Company personnel? 

Yes. 


This  i s  where you laagered  t h e  f i r s t  n ight?  


A. Right. 


Q* Were t h e s e  personnel  of t h e  1st Platoon? 


A. N o ,  3d o r  2d. 

Q. Is t h e r e  anything t h a t  you can r e c a l l  a s  happening 
t h a t  i s n ' t  i n  t h e  testimony y e t ?  

.,"'- A. No, I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q- Is t h e r e  anything e l s e  t h a t  happened i n  t h e  v i l -  
l age  o r  immediately t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ?  

A. Some th ings  I remember I saw, bu t  I c a n ' t  p i c t u r e  
who d i d  it o r  anything,  s o  I won't even mention it. The only 
ones I remember, l i k e  I s a i d ,  a r e  t h i s  one here  and t h a t  one. 
And I only remember t h a t  because of t h e  g r e a t  amount of peo-
p l e  who were k i l l e d .  

Q- You poin ted  t o  l o c a t i o n s  5 and 6? 

A. Right he re  and here .  
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Q po in t s  6 and 4 .  

A. The b i g g e s t  groups k i l l e d  t h a t  I s a w .  

Q And you d i d n ' t  i d e n t i f y  any of t h e  photographs 
showing bodies a s  those  which you saw i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 
l o c a t i o n  4?  

A. No. To me t h e  t r a i l s  were too  wide. It d i d n ' t  
look l i k e  enough people t o  m e .  

Q Do you want t o  s ign  t h i s ,  M r .  CONTI? 

A.  (The wi tness  s igned t h e  a e r i a l  photograph which 
he  had marked. I t  was l a t e r  en te red  as  Exhib i t  P-133.) 

COL WILSON: That w i l l  t e rmina te  t h i s  por t ion  of t h e  hear ing .  

(The .hear ing  recessed a t  1235 hours ,  2 January 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1425 hours ,  2 January F. 
1970.) m 

MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  
;t 

RCDR : The following persons a r e  p resen t  : MR WEST, COL N 

FRANKLIN, COL WILSON and MAJ COOP. 

I have two e x h i b i t s  t o  be introduced f o r  t h e  
record.  The f i r s t  i s  P-132, an a e r i a l  photograph annotated 
by M r .  BERGTHOLD. And t h e  second i s  i d e n t i f i e d  by P-133. 
I t  is an a e r i a l  photograph by M r .  CONTI.  

The next  wi tness  i s  a r e c a l l  of M r .  CONTI. 

(MR CONTI w a s  r e c a l l e d  as a wi tness  .) 

RCDR : M r .  CONTI ,  you ' re  reminded t h a t  you' r e  s t i l l  un-
d e r  oath.  

MR WEST: M r .  C O N T I ,  when d i d  you f i r s t  hear  of t h e  planned 
a s s a u l t  on My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. I t h i n k  it w a s  t h e  day before.  I ' m  no t  s u r e .  

Q Were you p r e s e n t  when Captain MEDINA b r i e f e d  t h e  
company? 

I 
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A. Y e s ,  I was. 

Q- Could you t e l l  us  what he s a i d  t h a t  day? 

A .  That he expected s t r o n g  r e s i s t a n c e ,  t h a t  we should 
be c a r e f u l  because he expected s t rong  r e s i s t a n c e ,  and t h a t  
t h e  area was booby trapped. And I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  about a l l  I 
can remember. 

Q - What kind of a company commander was Captain 
MEDINA? 

A .  A good company commander. 

Q. Did he t ake  c a r e  of h i s  men? 

A. Y e s ,  he watched o u t  f o r  h i s  men. I b e l i e v e  he d i d  
t h e  b e s t  f o r  h i s  men and t h e  job we had t o  do. 

Q. Did anybody else j o i n  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  of t h e  com-
pany t h a t  n igh t?  

A. W e  had one by Lieutenant  CALLEY. 

9- What d i d  Lieutenant  CALLEY say t o  you? 

A. H e  t o l d  us r e l a t i v e l y  t h e  same th ing .  He s a i d  
t h a t  when we go i n ,  any men t h e r e ,  o r  something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
t h a t  any men found t h e r e  w i l l  have a weapon, any women w i l l  
have a pack, any c a t t l e  i s  VC food, and t o  des t roy  it. 

Q. What d i d  you understand from t h i s  wi th  regard  t o  
the Vietnamese r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

* A. From what he s a i d ,  t h e r e  were no i f ' s ,  and ' s  o r  
b u t ' s .  They w i l l  have a weapon. Whether they d i d  o r  no t ,  
h i s  tone of vo ice ,  t h e  way he s a i d  it, t h a t ' s  t h e  way I 
i n t e r p r e t e d  it. Usually t h e y ' l l  say ,  from'my experience: 
" I f  they have a weapon," n o t ,  "They w i l l , "  i n  a  s t rong  tone 
of voice.  

Q What do you t h i n k  he meant by t h i s ?  

A . .  I f i g u r e d  he was going i n  and, I d o n ' t  know, a t  
t h e  t i m e  I f i g u r e d  myself t h a t  t h e r e  was going t o  be s t rong  
r e s i s t a n c e .  I f igured  t h e r e  would be men i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
b u t  I f i g u r e d  t h e  men would be armed, and I f i g u r e d  t h a t  they  
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would be suppor ted  by t h e  women. T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  I 
i n t e r p r e t e d  from it. Like I s a i d ,  I i n t e r p r e t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
would be s t r o n g  r e s i s t a n c e .  

Q A t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  d i d  you see any o t h e r  
o f f i c e r s  p r e s e n t  such as Colonel BARKER, t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  com-
mander? 

A. I c a n ' t  say.. 

Q. What was t h e  mood of t h e  men a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A .  I t h i n k  w e  were "psyched up",  ready f o r  b a t t l e  more 
o r  l e s s .  But, l i k e  I say ,  w e  w e r e  ready t o  m e e t  a f o e  of 
equa l  m i l i t a r y  s t r e n g t h ,  i f  n o t  grea%er .  And w e  p repared  t o  
g i v e  our  b e s t .  

Q. How about  L ieu tenan t  CALLEY? 

A. H e  seemed t h e  same way b u t  a l i t t l e  more, from t h e  
speech he gave,  a l i t t l e  more "psyched up". 

Q - Did he say  anyth ing  about. . t h e  c h i l d r e n ?  

A .  H e  s a i d  something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  they  would be 
f u t u r e  VC, o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  He s a i d  something about 
t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  something l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember h i s  
e x a c t  words. 

Q What do you t h i n k  he meant by t h a t ?  

A.  I assume he meant t h e  c h i l d r e n  were t h e  same a s  
t h e  mothers and f a t h e r s ,  they w e r e  VC. T h a t ' s  it, no two 
ways about it. 

Q. Do you t h i n k  he meant by t h a t  t h a t  they  would be 
s h o t ,  men, women, and ch i ld ren?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I t h i n k ,  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  
way I i n t e r p r e t e d  it. 

Q Did t h e  o t h e r  men i n  t h e  p la toon  g e t  t h e  same im-
press ion?  

A. I don' t know. I c o u l d n ' t  speak f o r  anybody else. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  a memorial s e r v i c e  being h e l d  b e f o r e  
t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  
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A. Yes. 

Q. Could you t e l l  us about t h a t ?  

A. They had a memorial s e r v i c e  f o r  t h r e e  of t h e  men 

who were k i l l e d  i n  t h e  minef ie ld .  One was ROCKER, I th ink  

t h e r e  was a BELL, and t h e  o t h e r  k i d  was i n  my squad and I 

c a n ' t  t h i n k  of h i s  name. 

Q *  WILSON? 

A. Bobby WILSON. 

Q- When was t h e  memorial s e r v i c e  he ld  wi th  r e fe rence  

t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  


, A.. I t h i n k  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  it. 

Q. The same af ternoon? 

A. Y e s .  

COL FRANKLIN: When you say every man has a weapon, every 

woman has a pack, and t h e  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  grow up t o  be VC, 

your impression was, and I want t o  make s u r e  I ' m  c o r r e c t  i n  

t h i s ,  y o u ' r e  going t o  go i n  t h e r e  and you ' r e  going t o  k i l l  

everybody. Is t h e r e  any o t h e r  p o s s i b l e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ?  


A. Like I s a i d ,  a t  t h e  t ime w e  be l ieved we were go-
ing  t o  h i t  a foe .  We f igured  we were going t o  h i t  t h e  v i l -  
l a g e ,  and t h e  v i l l a g e  was going t o  be heav i ly  armed. The 
way I i n t e r p r e t e d  it w a s ,  i f  they were i n  t h e  way, k i l l  them. 
You know, l i k e ,  i f  you ' re  pinned down, and t h e r e ' s  f o u r  o r  
f i v e  heav i ly  armed men, and they  have a woman i n  f r o n t  of them, 
t h a t ' s  t h e  way I i n t e r p r e t e d  it. But I d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  he 
meant j u s t  t o  go i n  and massacre them. T h a t ' s  t h e  way I in-
t e r p r e t e d  it. 

COL FRANKLIN: T h a t ' s  a l l ,  sir. 

COL WILSON: D o  you know who h e l d  t h e  s e r v i c e  back there, ,  
t h e  memorial se rv ice?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was a major, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 

h i s  name. 
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Q- Chaplain?  

A. A c h a p l a i n ,  y e s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

MR WEST: Would you remember it i f  you hea rd  i t ?  

A. The name? 

Q. The name of  t h e  chap la in .  We have s e v e r a l  names. 

A.  I c o u l d n ' t  be  s u r e .  I never  went t o  v i s i t  him 
myself .  

COL FRANKLIN: You were i n  CALLEY's  command group? 

A.  Y e s .  

Q AS what? 

A. I was c a r r y i n g  t h e  mine sweeper f o r  t h e  p l a toon .  

Q. Who was around when he s a i d  a l l  t h i s ?  

A. The p l a t o o n ,  a s  f a r  as I know. 

Q. H e  g o t  t h e  whole p l a t o o n  t o g e t h e r ?  

A.  During t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

Q. O r  a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. When w e  had o u r  p l a t o o n  meeting. 

Q CALLEY us9d t o  b r i e f  t h e  whole p l a t o o n ,  n o t  j u s t  
t h e  squad l e a d e r s ?  

A. A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  he  d i d .  

Q - So, i n  o t h e r  words, everybody i n  t h a t  1st P la toon ,  
most of them, should  remember h e a r i n g  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. They should.  

COL WILSON: Wasn' t  MEADLO c a r r y i n g  a mine sweeper t oo?  

A .  No. W e  swi tched  o f f .  I gave him t h e  mine sweeper 
a f t e r  w e  came o u t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t h i n k  t h e  n e x t  day he 
took it. W e  were swi t ch ing  o f f ,  one day ap i ece .  
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MRWEST: L e t ' s  move t o  t h e  nex t  day, t h e  1 6 t h  of March, 
a f t e r  you landed t h e r e  i n  t h e  landing zone west of My Lai 
( 4 ) .  Could you t e l l  us what you saw t h e r e ,  what happened? 

When we landed t h a t  day? 

Afterwards ? 

When w e  got  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

No. 

A. During t h e  day? 

Q You go t  t o  t h e  landing  zone e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning? 

A. W e  h i t  t h e  landing  zone and I had t h e  mine sweeper. 
W e  jumped off---

Q - [Interposing)  You w e r e  with MEADLO? 

A. Y e s ,  I was i n  t h e  f i r s t  chopper. And I th ink  I 
found Lieutenant  CALLEY, and joined up with him. And a t  t h e  
time t h e r e  was, t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  along t h e  t r e e  l i n e ,  a v i l l a g e r  
wi th  c a t t l e  moving ou t .  And I heard somebody y e l l i n g :  "They're 
running away; t h e y ' r e  running away. " And they opened up wi th  
a M-60. So I w a s  i n  t h e  open, and it was i n  my l i n e  of f i r e ,  
and I f i r e d  a t  t h e  c a t t l e .  I missed t h e  c a t t l e ,  they were 
too  f a r  out  of my range. Then, a f t e r  t h a t ,  we go t  up, and 
we moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  caught a t r a i l  and went i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  I saw Sergeant  BACON and h i s  squad, and I stopped 
and t a l k e d  t o  them f o r  a whi le .  . 

Q. Sergeant  BACON was on t h e  l e f t ,  was he? 

A = .  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you. A l l  I know is  I met up with 
him, and then  he chewed me ou t  f o r  n o t  being with t h e  CP, 
and t o l d  rw t o  g e t  back with them. I moved up through t h e  
v i l l a g e .  On t h e  way, I guess,  t h e r e  w a s  a few people k i l l e d  
t h e r e ,  t h e r e  were bodies t h e r e .  I moved up, and I m e t  Lieu-
t enan t  CALLEY again i n  t h e  CP group. When I go t  t h e r e ,  we 
were t o l d  t o  round t h e  people up. So myself and MEADLO, I 
had t h e  mine sweeper and I cou ldn ' t  do anything,  s o  most of 
the guys were rounding them up, and b r ing ing  them t o  me and 
MEADLO. We herded them a l l  t o g e t h e r ,  pushed them out .  He 
s a i d :  "Bring them out  i n t o  t h e  r i c e  paddy." 

Q. M r .  CONTI, I show you t h e  a e r i a l  photograph t h a t  
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you annota ted  t h i s  morning, which was admit ted i n t o  ev i -  
dence a s  E x h i b i t  P-133. Could you i n d i c a t e  t o  us  on t h e  
photograph t h e  p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  where you w e r e  g a t h e r i n g  
t h e  people  t o g e t h e r ?  

A.. Around i n  here .  

Q- J u s t  n o r t h  of p o i n t  43 

A. Y e s ,  r i g h t  around t h e r e .  They were b r i n g i n g  peo- 
p l e  o u t ,  and then  w e  pushed them o u t  i n t o  t h e  r i c e  paddy, on-
t o  t h e  d ike  t h e r e .  And, l i k e  I s a i d ,  w e  pushed them o u t  t h e r e ,  
MEADLO and myself ,  w e  watched them. While w e  were watching,  
a l i t t l e  k i d  came running o u t  up h e r e ,  and I went up t o  i n -  
v e s t i g a t e .  I t o l d  him t o  watch t h e  people.  There were a 
woman and a baby about 4 y e a r s  o l d ,  who w e r e  walking,  and 
an o l d e r  woman, who I assumed t o  be a grandmother o r  some-
th ing .  I rounded them up, brought them back down t o  MEADLO, 
and w e  s tood  around them f o r  a couple of minutes t a l k i n g .  
Lieu tenant  CALLEY came back, and s a i d :  "Take c a r e  of them." 
So w e  s a i d :  "Okay." And w e  s a t  t h e r e  and watched them l i k e  
w e  u s u a l l y  do. And he came back aga in ,  and he s a i d :  "I 
thought I t o l d  you t o  t a k e  c a r e  of them." I s a i d :  "We're 
t a k i n g  c a r e  of them." And he s a i d :  "I mean k i l l  them." So 
I looked a t  MEADLO, and he looked a t  m e ,  and I d i d n ' t  want 
t o  do it. And he d i d n ' t  want t o  do it. So we j u s t  k e p t  
looking a t  t h e  people ,  and CALLEY c a l l s  ove r  and says :  "Come 
h e r e ,  come he re .  " People were r i g h t  around h e r e ,  where t h i s  
P-80 i s ,  and w e  w e r e  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  Then he s a i d :  "Come 
on, w e ' l l  l i n e  them up h e r e ,  w e ' l l  k i l l  them." So I t o l d  
him: " I ' l l  watch t h e  t r e e  l i n e .  There 's a tree l i n e  ove r  
here ."  I had t h e  M-79, I f i g u r e d  t h a t  was a good excuse.  I 
had t h e  M-79. I d i d n ' t  want t o  waste my ammo. I ' l l  watch 
t h e  tree l i n e .  So I watched t h e  tree l i n e .  Myself and MEADLO 
were over  h e r e ,  and I t h i n k  he t o l d  them: "When I say f i r e ,  
f i r e  a t  them." Then they  opened up, and s t a r t e d  f i r i n g .  
MEADLO f i r e d  a whi le .  I d o n ' t  know how much he f i r e d ,  a c l i p ,  
I th ink .  I t  might have been more. H e  s t a r t e d  t o  c r y ,  and he 
gave me h i s  weapon. I took it, and he t o l d  me  t o  k i l l  them. 
And I s a i d  I wasn ' t  going t o  k i l l  them. A t  t h e  t ime,  when 
we were t a l k i n g ,  t h e  only  t h i n g  l e f t  was c h i l d r e n .  I t o l d  
MEADLO, I s a i d :  " I 'm n o t  going t o  k i l l  them. H e  looks l i k e  
h e ' s  en joying  it. I ' m  going t o  l e t  him do it." So, l i k e  I 
s a i d ,  t h e  only  t h i n g  l e f t  was c h i l d r e n .  H e  s t a r t e d  k i l l i n g  
t h e  ch i ld ren .  I swore a t  him. It d i d n ' t  do any good. And 
t h a t  was it. They were a l l  dead. H e  t u rned  around, and 
s a i d :  "Okay, l e t ' s  go. " W e  t u rned  around, and walked away. 
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Somebody y e l l e d :  "They' r e  g e t t i n g  away. " I turned  around 
and looked, and t h e r e  was a group of people running over  
he re  toward t h e  t r e e  l i n e  which was my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  
Lieutenant  CALLEY ye l l ed :  "Get them; k i l l  them." So I 
gave them a chance t o  g e t  i n  t h e  t r e e  l i n e ,  and I opened 
up wi th  four  rounds. We d i d n ' t  bother  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  We 
l e f t .  When we s t a r t e d  t o  leave  they  took o f f  ahead of me, 
because I d i d n ' t  want t o  go with them. 

Q. Did t h i s  occur i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of p o i n t  4? 

A. Y e s ,  t h i s  i s  a l l  r i g h t  he re  on t h e  t r a i l .  Like 
I s a i d ,  I d i d n ' t  want t o  walk with them. I was walking a-
round i n  a c i r c l e  myself. They went away, they  went up t h e  
t r a i l .  I walked up t h e  t r a i l ,  and then  I wandered back t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  where I went. And I ended 
up h e r e  a t  p o i n t  5 ,  by t h i s  house here .  I s topped,  I t a l k -
e d  t o  a couple of guys who were t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  remember who 
they  were. A t  t h e  time I saw somebody over he re  f i r i n g  i n t o  
t h e  d i t c h ,  t h i s  d i t c h  over  here.  So I thought maybe w e  have 
been h i t .  I d i d n ' t  know, s o  I went over t o  i n v e s t i g a t e ,  t o  
s e e  i f  anybody needed he lp .  I walked over  t h e r e .  I walked 
over  t o  t h e  d i t c h .  A s  I walked up t o  i t ,  Lieutenant  CALLEY 
and Sergeant  MITCHELL were f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h .  I looked 
i n t o  t h e  d i t c h ,  and I saw women, c h i l d r e n ,  and a couple of 
o l d  men, j u s t  r egu la r  c i v i l i a n s .  I saw a woman g e t  up, and 
CALLEY s h o t  h e r  i n  t h e  head. She went back down. I d i d n ' t  
f e e l  l i k e  watching any more, s o  I turned  around and walked 
away . 
Q- About how many do you t h i n k  were i n  t h a t  d i t c h ,  
t h i s  l a s t  one, a t  p o i n t  6? 

A. They were a l l  along t h e  d i t c h .  I t  could have 
been 40, maybe more, maybe l e s s .  I d o n ' t  know. I f i g u r e  
around 40. 

Q How about t h e  f i r s t  group you saw k i l l e d  near  
p o i n t  4. 

. A* About 40. 

Q* Have you looked a t  t h e  photographs t h a t  appeared 
i n  -L i f e  magazine, with dead people along t h e  t r a i l ?  

A. No. I haven1t even seen Li fe .  Everybody keeps 
t e l l i n g  me about it. I haven ' t  even seen it. 
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Q Did you have reason  t o  s e e  Sergeant  HAEBERLE, a 
photographer  who w a s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  company, t h a t  day? 

A. No. 

Q H e  fol lowed Capta in  MEDINA's command group around 
most o f  t h e  t i m e .  H e  took some photographs.  

A. Y e s ,  I know. 

Q And we have some b lack  and wh i t e  p r i n t s  and some 
c o l o r  photos .  Here's photo  P-41, and t h e  same t h i n g  appears  
i n  L i f e-magazine, 5 t h  December, 1969, which has  been admi t ted  
i n t o  ev idence  as E x h i b i t  M - 1 .  We've had some tes t imony t h a t  
p u t s  t h i s  scene  on t h e  t r a i l  l e a d i n g  sou th  from t h e  v i l l a g e  
n e a r  p o i n t  4. 

A. The c o l o n e l  showed m e  t h e  p i c t u r e .  To m e  i t  
d o e s n ' t  look l i k e  t h e  same group,  it j u s t  d o e s n ' t  seem as 
many t o  m e  a s  t h e r e  were. I t ' s  been a long  t i m e .  Maybe 
i t ' s  a l i t t l e  less t h a n  I thought  it w a s ,  it might  be t h a t .  
To m e ,  it d o e s n ' t  look l i k e  it. The t r a i l  l ooks  f a m i l i a r ,  
b u t  it looks  a l i t t l e  t o o  wide s i n c e  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  I s a w  it. 

Q. I n o t i c e  i n  t h i s  p i c t u r e  t h e r e  are q u i t e  a few 
young c h i l d r e n .  I can see f o u r  o r  f i v e  r e a d i l y  h e r e .  Was 
it t h e  same way w i t h  t h e  group of people  you s a w  k i l l e d ?  

A. A s  I s a y ,  t h e r e  were q u i t e  a few c h i l d r e n .  I 
d o n ' t  remember them be ing  s c a t t e r e d  o u t  a s  much, e i t h e r ,  
because,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  when t h e y  w e r e  k i l l e d ,  t h e r e  w a s  a 
group l i k e  t h i s .  . 

Q They were on a t r a i l ,  t hey  w e r e n ' t  on a d i t c h ?  

A. No, no. This  group t h a t  I s a w  w a s  on t h e  t r a i l  
because w e  pushed them a long  t h e  t r a i l .  W e  pushed them i n  
t o g e t h e r ,  and made them s i t  down. This  way they  c o u l d n ' t  
move o r  run.  And l i k e ,  I s a i d ,  it could b e ,  i t ' s  been a 
long t ime ,  b u t  t h e  t r a i l  seems a l i t t l e  wide. 

Q. What d i d  you do a f t e r  l e a v i n g  t h e  d i t c h  where 
you s a w  L ieu tenan t  CALLEY and MITCHELL? 
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A. I m e t  up wi th  some more guys from t h e  p la toon,  
and waited u n t i l  somebody came and t o l d  us what t o  do a t  
t h a t  time. 

Q - Did t h e  platoon s e t  up a per imeter  a long i n  t h e r e  
somewhere ? 

A. I th ink  w e  s e t  up a per imeter  back h e r e ,  back 
over here  where t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken. I 
could be wrong. I know we s e t  up a pe r ime te r ,  and i n  f r o n t  
of me were a few houses and s t u f f .  

(Witness po in t s  t o  a l o c a t i o n  j u s t  nor th  of p o i n t  
: 7 on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph, ) 

MR WEST: The hea r ing  w i l l  be . recessed .  

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1446 hours ,  2 January 
1970.1 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1448 hours ,  2 January 
1970.) 

\ 

MR WEST: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: A l l  persons p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  recessed 
a r e  p resen t .  

MR WEST: M r .  CONTI ,  i n  your testimony we moved p r e t t y  
r a p i d l y  through t h e  v i l l a g e .  I 'd  l i k e  t o  go back and j u s t  
t r a c e  your s t e p s  a l i t t l e .  I n o t i c e  i n  your s ta tement  given 
t o  M r .  THAYER on t h e  30th of October, 1 9  69, you were then  
a t  Qui  Nhon? 

A. Qui Nhon. 

Q Could you descr ibe  t o  some e x t e n t  what you saw 
as you moved through t h e  hamlet. You spoke of see ing  s i x  
t o  t e n  dead people,  both men and women, before you s t a r t e d  
rounding up people.  Then, i n  t h e  course of rounding up 
people,  you s a w  some o t h e r  people k i l l e d .  Can you desc r ibe  
t h a t  f o r  us? 

A. Like I s a i d ,  when we f i r s t  came i n ,  we came i n  
through t h a t  t r a i l .  And when I l e f t  Sergeant BACON, t h e r e  
were people who were k i l l e d  because o t h e r  G I ' s  had go t t en  
i n  before  I had, and I had seen o t h e r  people k i l l e d .  
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Q- L e t  me read  a p a r t  of t h i s  s ta tement  i f  it . w i l l  
he lp  r e f r e s h  your memory. I want t o  check t o  s e e  i f  t h i s  i s  
accura te .  You s a i d  "While I was herding people,  I went 
through t h e  houses i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I saw f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  
houses t h a t  were huddled t o g e t h e r ,  and had a l ready been s h o t  
I only brought t h e  l i v e  ones back t o  t h e  t r a i l .  I went 
through a l o t  of houses,  and I saw many people l y i n g  i n  
yards and houses sho t .  Almost of a l l  of them were women 
and ch i ld ren .  They ranged from i n f a n t s  t o  o l d  women and 
o l d  men. I a l s o  know t h a t  some people had been crammed 
i n t o  bunkers,  and grenades dumped i n  on them. I saw t h e  
s o l d i e r s  pushing t h e  women and ch i ld ren  i n ,  and throwing 
t h e  grenades i n  a f t e r  them. There were bodies  everywhere, 
and I would say t h a t ,  I would es t ima te  t h a t  I s a w  150 t o  
200 dead bodies  c o n s i s t i n g  of women and ch i ld ren .  I would 
say t h i s  based upon what I had been a b l e  t o  see  s o  f a r  i n  
t h e  west h a l f  of t h e  v i l l a g e . "  Does t h i s  agree with your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q *  Up t o  t h i s  t ime, had you rece ived  any enemy f i r e  
a t  a l l ?  

A. No, n o t  t o  my knowledge. We had been t o l d ,  some 
guys s a i d  they  had been s h o t  a t ,  had seen  men wi th  packs 
and weapons. I h a d n ' t  seen any. 

Q To your knowledge, was anybody i n  t h e  company
k i l l e d  o r  wounded? 

A. Only CARTER. 

Q A f t e r  you l e f t  t h e  group of bodies  around p o i n t
4 ,  MEADLO and CALLEY had gone ahead of you. You moved 
through t h e  v i l l a g e  by y o u r s e l f ,  a s  I r e c a l l .  Did you see 
anybody else k i l l e d  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. 3 had seen a few o t h e r  bodies  l y i n g  around, b u t  
nothing t o  t h e  propor t ion  of e i t h e r  of these .  

Q. Can you exp la in  why a l l  t hese  women and ch i ld ren  
were k i l l e d ?  

A. No, I c a n ' t .  
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Q. I n  one i n s t a n c e ,  a t  l e a s t ,  we know you t o l d  us 
t h a t  Lieutenant  CALLEY ordered t h a t  it be done. 

A. No, I d o n ' t  know why, because I d i d n ' t  p a r t i c i p a t e  
i n  it. The only t h i n g  I can do i s  specu la te .  Like I s a i d ,  
l i k e  you s a i d ,  Lieutenant  CALLEY ordered t h a t  done. 

Q- So f a r  we haven ' t  spoken about any hootches being 
burned. Was t h i s  done, too? 

A. Hootches were burned. When I was t h e r e ,  t o  my 
knowledge, I d o n ' t  t h ink  any were burned. But when we g o t  
t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  they were a l l  burned. When I was over 
he re ,  on t h i s  s i d e ,  he re  by p o i n t  5. 

Q. When you were i n  t h e  e a s t  end? 

A. Yes. 

Q W e  had some testimony t h a t  t h e  1st  and 2d Platoons 
moved r a p i d l y  through t h e  hamlet. The 3d Platoon would come 
along and mop up behind, with t h e  mission of burning hootches. 
But you d i d n ' t  hear  o rde r s  t o  shoot  a l l  t h e  l i v e s t o c k ,  des-
t r o y  food, and burn t h e  houses? 

A. From Captain MEDINA? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. No. A s  f a r  a s  I knew, what I go t  from h i s  b r i e f -
ing ,  we were supposed t o  g e t  heavy r e s i s t a n c e .  T h a t ' s  a l l ,  
no t  t o  do any more than  we normally would i f  we h i t  r e s i s -
tance .  

Q During t h e  morning, perhaps l a t e  morning, d i d  
you hea r  an o r d e r  passed down t o  s t o p  shoot ing ,  s t o p  t h e  
k i l l i n g ,  o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I know a h e l i c o p t e r  landed, and a 
warrant  o f f i c e r  was complaining about it. A t  l e a s t  t h a t ' s  
t h e  word I g o t ,  because I was about 150 meters from t h e  h e l i -
cop te r  when it landed. I th ink  Lieutenant  CALLEY and some-
body else were over  t h e r e ,  and t h e  word came back through 
t h e  grapevine t h a t  he was complaining about t h e  k i l l i n g  o r  
something. 
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Q- Do you remember t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of Cha r l i e  Company
a f t e r  t h e y  l e f t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  You know you moved down t o  t h e  
east and m e t  up w i t h  Bravo Company, l a a g e r e d  f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  
Do you remember what you d i d  t h e  n e x t  day,  t h e  17 th?  

A. I t h i n k  it w a s  t h e  day w e  went t o  H i l l  85. 

Q. Y e s ,  I t h i n k  you p l a toon  went t o  H i l l  85. A f t e r  
t h a t ,  t h e  company moved s o u t h ,  down through some l i t t l e  
hamle ts ,  do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Did you meet any enemy r e s i s t a n c e  t h a t  day? 

A. A t  t h e  end of t h e  day, I t h i n k ,  my p l a toon  w a s  
p u l l i n g  up l a s t ,  and when w e  g o t  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  was one v i l -
l a g e  on f i r e .  My p l a toon  set  up, my squad set up, and when 
we set up I walked away from t h e  rest of  t h e  group,  and f o u r  
people  came o u t  of a burn ing  hootch.  I c a l l e d  t o  a couple  
of  o t h e r  guys. I t h i n k  BERGTHOLD and somebody e l s e  came 
ove r ,  and BERGTHOLD grabbed ou r  weapons and chased one. 
H e  r a n  i n t o  a f i r e .  H e  w a s  a young guy, about  19 ,  20 y e a r s  
o l d .  W e  chased him i n t o  t h e  f i r e  b u t  w e  c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  him, 
and w e  d o n ' t  know i f  he had a weapon o r  no t .  And we found 
t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e .  There were a woman and two men. W e  sea rch-
e d  them, t i e d  t h e  men up, and took them t o  t h e  CP where t h e y  
i n t e r r o g a t e d  them. And w e  were t o l d  t h e y  w e r e  supposed t o  
be  VC. She w a s  supposed t o  be a n u r s e ,  and they  were supposed 
t o  be VC. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  e v e n t s  of  t h e  n e x t  day,  t h e  18 th?  
Our i n fo rma t ion  i s  t h a t  du r ing  t h e  a f t e rnoon  you were ex-
t r a c t e d  and taken  back t o  LZ D o t t i e .  Do you remember t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. T h e r e ' s  no th ing  about  t h e  day of t h e  1 9 t h  t h a t  
s t i c k s  i n  your  mind? 

A. Nothing p a r t i c u l a r ,  no. Like I s a i d ,  one day 
seemed l i k e  t h e  n e x t  t o  me .  

Q I t a k e  it t h e  two days fo l lowing  My L a i  ( 4 )  were 
comparat ively  q u i e t  days? 
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A. Y e s ,  you know, you go o u t ,  and t h e  4 t h  seems l i k e  
t h e  6 t h  you' re gone s o  long. 

Q My L a i  ( 4 )  was d i f f e r e n t  because of t h e  t h i n g s
t h a t  happened? 

A Y e s ,  it was d i f f e r e n t  t han  any ope ra t ions  w e  had 
been on b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r .  

C 

Q. Did you know Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. No, I do no t .  

Q H e  t o l d  us t h a t  he t a l k e d  t o  s e v e r a l  members of 
t h e  company a f t e r  t hey  were l i f t e d  o u t ,  back t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  
s o  t h i s  must have been t h e  a f te rnoon of t h e  1 8 t h .  H e  assem-
b l e d  q u i t e  a few of them and t a l k e d  t o  them, because he had, 
by t h i s  t ime ,  been t o l d  t o  look i n t o  what happened a t  My 
Lai ( 4 ) .  H e  s a i d  he asked them about any k i l l i n g  of non-
combatant c i v i l i a n s .  Nobody s a i d  anything much. He ques-
t i o n e d  two o r  t h r e e  men b u t  d i d n ' t  l e a r n  anything.  Were you 
p r e s e n t  when he ques t ioned  any men? 

A .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o  because I d o n ' t  remember it. I 
was probably i n  a bunker t r y i n g  t o  g e t  some rest. 

Q I  Did anybody e v e r  t a l k  t o  you about an inves t iga t ion?  

A. Like I s a i d ,  through t h e  grapevine w e  heard t h a t  
t h e  warran t  o f f i c e r  had gone back and complained t o  d i v i s i o n ,  
and w e  heard  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  underway. That 
supposedly--you know, how supposedly everybody was supposed 
t o  be going t o  j a i l ,  and Captain MEDINA and a l l  t h e  o f f i c e r s  
were g e t t i n g  hung, and w e  w e r e  a l l  going away f o r  150 years  
ap iece .  And then ,  l a t e r  on,  w e  were t o l d  t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  was dropped, and they  t o l d  us we had a c i t a t i o n  f o r  
it, because i n  t h e  paper  it read 128 VC k i l l e d .  

Q Could you p u t  any t i m e s  on t h e s e  t h i n g s  you heard, 
f o r  example, t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had been dropped? How 
long was t h a t ,  do you t h i n k ,  a f t e r  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. Like I say ,  maybe a week o r  10 
days. I c o u l d n ' t  p i n p o i n t  it f o r  you. 
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Q. Captain  MEDINA t o l d  us t h a t  soon a f t e r  t h e  oper-
a t i o n  a t  My L a i ( 4 )  he c a l l e d  t h e  company t o g e t h e r ,  and t o l d  
them t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on ,  and t h a t  it 
might be  b e t t e r  n o t  t o  t a l k  about what happened a t  My L a i ( 4 )  
whi le  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  underway. Do you remember t h a t ?  

A. NO, I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  e i t h e r .  

Q - D i d  anybody e v e r  t e l l  you t o  keep q u i e t  about 
what happened a t  My L a i ( 4 ) ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h e r e  was something c i r c u l a t e d  through 
t h e  company about  t h a t ,  t o o ,  about  n o t  s ay ing  anything.  But 
l i k e  I s a i d ,  t h e  s t u f f  you g e t  it through t h e  grapevine .  
Like I might n o t  know, and somebody else t e l l s  m e ,  and then  
I t e l l  somebody else. I t h i n k  I remember vaguely something 
be ing  s a i d .  Whether it w a s  s a i d  by an o f f i c e r ,  an NCO, o r  
a p r i v a t e ,  I d o n ' t  remember. I know t h e r e  w a s  something s a i d  
t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  

Q- I n  November o f  t h i s  y e a r ,  t h e r e  w a s  a s t o r y  i n  
t h e  paper  about  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  men of C h a r l i e  
Company were under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of  mar i juana  t h e  morning 
they  went i n t o  My L a i ( 4 ) .  Is t h e r e  anyth ing  t o  t h a t  i n  
your  op in ion?  

A. No, n o t  a t  a l l .  T h a t ' s  a bad a c c u s a t i o n .  

Q. Was t h e r e  a mar i juana  problem i n  t h e  company? 

A. No, n o t  t o  my knowledge. I knew j u s t  about every-
body, a t  least  t o  t a l k  t o  them. 

Q I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  i n q u i r i n g  whether  any men of t h e  
company smoked mar i juana  o r  had it ,  j u s t  whether  any members 
of t h e  company went i n t o  t h e  ba t t l e  under t h e  i n f l u e n c e ?  

A. Like I s a y ,  n o t  t o  my knowledge. The people  I 
knew, a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h ,  no. 

a =  A f t e r  My L a i ( 4 ) ,  how long  d i d  you s t a y  wi th  
C h a r l i e  Company? 
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A. U n t i l  t h e  end of June,  and t h e n  I g o t  o u t  of t h e  
f i e l d .  

Q. Were t h e  assignments t h a t  C h a r l i e  Company drew 
about t h e  same a f t e r  My L a i ( 4 ) ,  o r  were they  d i f f e r e n t ?  

A. You mean on t h e  same aspec t?  W e l l ,  l e t ' s  p u t  
it t h i s  way, t h e r e  was j u s t  normal--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Search and c l e a r ,  and t h a t  t y p e
of t h i n g ?  

Y e s ,  f o r  our  company anyway.A. 

Q You d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  anything d i f f e r e n t ,  a f t e r  t h a t ,  
from what t h e r e  had been be fo re?  

A. No. I t  had been r e l a t i v e l y  t h e  same a f t e r  t h a t ,  
a s  f a r  a s  I was concerned. 

COL FRANKLIN: You l e f t  t h e  company i n  June? 

A. Y e s ,  a t  t h e  end of June.  

Q* Where d i d  you go? 

A. 198th Support  Group. I had a p r o f i l e ,  went t o  
t h e  d o c t e r s  and g o t  a p r o f i l e  f o r  my r i g h t  eye.  I c o u l d n ' t  
see. 

Q Is t h a t  why you went t o  see t h e  doc to r  and t h e  
medic i n  My Lai?  

Q You t o l d  them t h i s  i n  My L a i ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, n o t  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  . Afterwards.  

Q You say  you went t o  a medic. What d i d  you talk 
t o  him about?  

A .  Oh, w e l l ,  I went t o  g e t  my c l a p  s h o t s .  

Q I n  My L a i  ( 4 )  , d i d  they  c a r r y  p e n i c i l l i n  around 
wi th  them i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  
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A. Y e s .  When we'd go i n ,  what t h e  medics would do 
i f  you were going o u t  o r  were o u t ,  t hey 'd  g ive  you t h e  
syr inges  and t h e  p e n i c i l l i n  and send you back ou t .  And 
you'd g ive  them t o  ycur s e n i o r  aidman. I used t o  give them 
t o  t h e  s e n i o r  aidman. And h e ' d  c a r r y  them, and- g ive  t h e  
s h o t s  t o  whoever had them. O r  you would c a r r y  them, and 
t h e  aidman would g ive  you t h e  sho t s .  

MR WEST: Was t h i s  CAPEZZA? 

A. Yes. 

COL FRANKLIN: What was t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  company towards 
t h e  Vietnamese people,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h i s  a rea  down here .  
What d i d  t h e  s o l d i e r s  th ink  about them? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q- Was it common p r a c t i c e  i n  Char l i e  Company, f o r  
example, t o  have c i v i l i a n s  ca r ry  packs of s o l d i e r s ?  

A. Y e s ,  i f  they  were VC o r  suspected.  

Q - I f  you thought they were VC, you would l e t  them 
c a r r y  packs. 

A. Le t  them c a r r y  your gea r ,  nothing of any m i l i t a r y  
importance such a s  weapons, grenades,  logs  o r  anything,  b u t  
packs. I t  wasn ' t  au thor ized  by t h e  CO o r  t h e  platoon l e a d e r ,  
bu t  what they  d i d n ' t  know--it's a s  simple as t h a t .  

Q. Was it customary t o  s t r i p  women down when you 
searched them? 

A. I n  c e r t a i n  ins tances .  

Q. Was it f a i r l y  customary t o  rape women i n  Char l i e  
Company? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge. 

MR WEST: M r .  CONTI ,  what happened a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  , of course,  
is  a most unusual th ing ,  and I'd l i k e  t o  ask you some ques- 
t i o n s  which r e a l l y  c a l l  f o r  your opinion. And one i s ,  what, 
i n  your opin ion ,  r e a l l y  caused a l l  t he  k i l l i n g  of Vietnamese 
c i v i l i a n s  he re  i n  My L a i  (4)? 

(CONTI) 4 3  APP T-56 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A. I t h i n k  it w a s  poor l eader sh ip  on t h e  p a r t  of  
Lieutenant  CALLEY, f o r  example, h i s  o rde r s  a t  p o i n t  4 ,  
h i s  a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  men, and t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  toward 
him. A l l  t h e s e  p o i n t s ,  p lus  beforehand we h i t  a minef ie ld  
and l o s t  a l o t  of people.  A l o t  of guys were s t i l l  shook 
up and sca red  from it. Everybody w a s  on edge, j u s t  a t  a 
psychological  po in t .  You could go one way o r  t h e  o t h e r  way. 
And Lieutenant  CALLEY was a spark f o r  t h e  f i r e .  The orders  
he gave, and t h e  way he presented  himself .  

Q. 
for--

Do you t h i n k  t h e  men were ou t  t o  g e t  revenge 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Y e s ,  bu t  only on a combat u n i t .  
Like I say ,  w e  t a l k e d  about it. If t h e r e  was a combat unit 
t h e r e ,  t h e r e  would have been a f i g h t  and, i n  my opin ion ,  
most of t h e  company wouldnl t have made it because every- 
body was t h a t  much "psyched up". It would have been c l o s e  
f i g h t i n g ,  and t h a t ' s  what everybody was wa i t ing  f o r .  What 
he d i d ,  l i k e  I say ,  t h e  way he presented  himself t o  t h e  
company a t  t h a t  t ime,  t h a t ' s  what made it i n  my opinion.  

Q. We spoke somewhat of orders  t o  k i l l  people,  and 
you i n d i c a t e d ,  of course,  t h a t  CALLEY gave t h e  o r d e r  t o  
k i l l  t h e s e  people down around po jn t  4 .  Did you have any 
o rde r s  from MEDINA t o  k i l l  people i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge. A s  f a r  a s  I knew, it was 
j u s t  another combat mission l i k e  a l l  combat missions.  I f  
you ' re  f i r e d  on, you w i l l  t ake  a c t i o n .  I never rece ived  
any order  a s  f a r  a s  myself t o  k i l l ,  c i v i l i a n s .  Like I made 
i n  my s ta tement  be fo re ,  i f  somebody burned a p i l e  of hay, 
Captain MEDINA would make a s t i n k ,  y e l l ,  scream, jump up 
and down, and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t ,  s o  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  t h i n k  
Captain I~EDINA had given t h e  word. 

Q. We've had some wi tnesses  express  t h e  opin ion  
t h a t  t h e  company j u s t  got  o u t  of con t ro l .  

A. I don' t know about t h e  company. A s  I s a i d ,  t h e  
platoon a t  t h e  t ime,  t h e  way w e  went i n ,  everybody was on 
a s p o t ,  it was e i t h e r  one way o r  another .  And i n  my opin ion ,  
he wasn ' t  e x e r c i s i n g  h i s  leadership .  He wasn ' t  t h e r e .  He 
was of f  by himself .  H e  w a s  doing h i s  own t h i n g ,  a s  they  
say. He was over  here  when t h e  rest of h i s  p la toon w a s  i n  
t h e r e .  Tha t ' s  a l l  it took. 
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Q- Do you know where Sergeant COWAN was t h e  f i r s t  
morning as  t h e  1st Platoon moved through My Lai ( l ) ?  

A. I don' t th ink  I can place i t ,  no. He might 
have been over h e r e  when they s t a r t e d  rounding up people,  
b u t  I couldn' t say for su re .  

Q* H e  t e s t i f i e d '  before  U S ,  and i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
squads moved ou t  ahead with Lieutenant  CALLEY and he brought 
up t h e  r e a r .  So perhaps you wouldn't  have seen  him anyway. 

A. No, l i k e  I s a i d ,  I had a mine sweeper, and was 
trying t o  s t i c k  c l o s e  t o  Lieutenant  CALLEY and h i s  radio-
telephone opera to r  as  much as  p o s s i b l e  i n  case we were 
needed i n  t h e  a r e a .  Because, l i k e  I s a i d ,  we had already 
run i n t o  t h e  minef ie ld ,  and I f igured  it was my responsi-
b i l i t y ,  and I c o u l d n ' t  t a k e  a chance of anybody g e t t i n g  
h u r t  because I wasntt t h e r e .  

a- Now, you ' re  aware, I t h i n k ,  t h a t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
went unknown f o r  a long time. I t  was over  a yea r  before  
Sergeant RIDENHOUR wrote h i s  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  Secre tary  of 
Defense a s  we l l  a s  s e v e r a l  members of t h e  Congress. And 
it was only then  t h a t  t h e  word r e a l l y  got  o u t  i n  Washington, 
and Colonel WILSON s t a r t e d  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Could you 
give your opinion a s  t o  why t h i s  i n c i d e n t  was n o t  reported? 

A. A t  our l e v e l ,  company l e v e l ?  

Q. Well, anything t h a t  you might t h i n k  about why it 
wasn t? 

A. W e l l ,  what I f i g u r e d ,  I looked a t  it t h i s  way. 
W e  were on an opera t ion  from t h e  s t andpo in t  t h a t  it was 
j u s t  p l a i n ,  o rd ina ry ,  ground opera t ion .  An opera t ion  had 
t o  come from somewhere ; d i v i s i o n ,  o r  b r igade ,  o r  b a t t a l i o n .  
Somebody had gone t o  d i v i s i o n  and p u t  i n  a complaint. I t  
was supposed t o  be taken care o f ,  and so  I guess myself and 
most people f igured  t h a t  they would t a k e  c a r e  of it. A s  a 
s o l d i e r  I w a s  no t  t o  ques t ion .  I was j u s t  t o  do, and t h a t ' s  
it. 

Q Was t h e r e  any tendency on the p a r t  of  t h e  men 
t o  keep q u i e t  about it because it w a s  something they 'd  
r a t h e r  fo rge t .  They were ashamed, maybe, of what happened? 
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A. I t h i n k  it was a l i t t l e  of each. You know, a 
l o t  of them were upse t  about it. They d i d n ' t  t h i n k  it w a s  
r i g h t .  They b i t ched  among each o the r .  But I guess i t ' s  
more o r  l e s s  a shame. You c o u l d n ' t  want t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
it, n o t  even t o  watch it. I th ink  maybe t h a t  was a f a c t o r  
p l u s ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  we f igured  e i t h e r  d i v i s i o n  o r  br igade  
had t o  know about it. Because they  had t o  g ive  us our  a s s  
ments, o r  Colonel BARKER, o r  whoever was i n  charge of it. 
So we f igured  they  would t ake  c a r e  of it. 

ign-

Q M r .  CONTI, you've been very h e l p f u l  t o  us today. 
Can you t h i n k  of anything e l s e  you'd l i k e  t o  t e l l  us t h a t  
may come t o  mind t h a t  might he lp  us i n  our  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
here? 

A. No, I c a n ' t  t h ink  of anything e l s e .  

Q. Afte r  you go home, i f  you do th ink  of anything,  
f i n d  any no tes ,  photographs, maps, o r  anything of t h a t  
nature--

A. ( In terpos ing)  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I ' l l  have any 
a t  home--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  That you th ink  might h e l p  us ,  we'd 
l i k e  t o  hear  from you. 

A. Okay. 

Q. We do apprec ia te  you coming i n .  You've been a 
real help.  

COL WILSON: This  i s  a  genera l  ques t ion .  You went back t o  
My Lai ( 4 )  s e v e r a l  months ago, November. Actua l ly ,  2 
months ago. 

A.  October. 

Q October w a s  i t ?  

A. Y e s .  
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Q. Did you, a s  an i n d i v i d u a l  going through a t  t h i s  
t ime,  a f t e r  you went through it on t h e  combat a s s a u l t  one 
t ime,  r e a l l y  remember t h e  p laces  t h a t  you had been through 
t h e r e ?  

A.  Like I s a i d ,  t h e  smal l  ones I c a n ' t ,  a s  f a r  as 
t h e  e x a c t  rou te  where I came i n  and t h e  exact  r o u t e  where 
I came ou t .  But, l i k e  I s a i d ,  I never saw t h e  d i t c h  o r  
anything l i k e  t h e  t r a i l  be fo re ,  and t h a t ' s  why they  do 
s t i c k  o u t  i n  my mind. Cer ta in  t h i n g s  I remember. These 
houses were p e r t i n e n t  t o  it. 

Q Houses south of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  Right.  And I descr ibed  it t o  M r .  THAYER who was 
i n  charge,  and he descr ibed it t o  t h e  t r a c k  commander, and 
he drove us r i g h t  t o  t h e  p o i n t ,  j u s t  from my d e s c r i p t i o n ,  
because he had been through t h e r e .  I took my t ime,  or ien-
t a t e d  myself ,  and I t r i e d  t o  remember. And I t h i n k  I remem-
bered p r e t t y  w e l l ,  a t  l e a s t  he re  and t h e r e  anyway. Like I 
s a i d ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  any way p o s s i b l e  I could r e t r a c e  
my r o u t e  through he re ,  through t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f ,  because 
i f  you have seen one house you've seen them a l l .  I t ' s  a s  
simple a s  t h a t .  

Q And how s u r e  a r e  you t h a t  t h e  d i t c h  t h a t  you 
poin ted  t o  was t h e  d i t c h  where a l l  t hose  bodies  were? 
Ninety pe rcen t  su re?  

A.  I ' d  say about 80 percent .  

Q Eighty pe rcen t  su re .  And t h e  support  of t h e  
Vietnamese t h a t  were t h e r e ?  

A.  I d i d n ' t  t r y  t o  pay any a t t e n t i o n  t o  them a t  a l l ,  
I t r i e d  t o  do it on my own. Like I s a i d ,  I had been t o  a 
house up here .  I remember t h e  house. And when I was on t h e  
t r a c k ,  I used it a s  a r e fe rence  p o i n t .  I ' m  p r e t t y  su re  t h a t  
was t h e  d i t c h .  About n ine- tenths  p o s i t i v e .  

MR WEST: Thank you, M r .  CONTI.  The hear ing  w i l l  be re -
cessed.  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1521 hours ,  2 January 
1970 .) 
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W~TNESS: COWAN, Isaiah, SPC 

.,.;DAZE OJ? ~EsTIMBNY 18 becember 1969- .  t 
..-

WITNESS SUSPECTED OFt (1)Murder; (2) Misprison of a fe lony  

COUlSEL: itche ell D. FFlANKG, CPT, JAGC, appoin ted  military
ctutinsel, s t a t i o n e d  w i t h  O f f i c e  of t h e  Judge Advocate 
~ e h e r a l ~ 
Headquarters  Depaxtmerik of t h e  Army.  

DU'PY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1 9 6 8 ! Platoon Sergeant:, . F i r s t  
Platoon, C/1/20, I 

1. PRIOR TRAINING IN RULES OF LAND WARFA&. 

From Gergeant First class COWAN'S p r i o r  t r a i n i n g ,  he 
b .  knew t h a t  Captain ~ ~ E D I N A ~ s  i nc ludeoperat ion o r d e r  d i d  n o t
a' k i l l i n g  tromen and chi ldxen (pgs. 1 9 ,  16) . 

Xmediakely a f t e r  a memorial s e r v i c e  for S t a f f  
Sergeant COX, a Well l i k e d  soldier i n  C/1 /20 , '  a t t ended  by 
t h e  ent i re  cdmpatry a t  hZ ~ o t t i e ,MEDINA b r i e f e d  C/1/2O on 
t h e  My bai  ( 4 )  ope ra t ion .  He t o l d  them they  were going 
i n t o  PihkviLle ahd that their objective was My ~ a i  ( 4 ) .  
*hey wete t o l d  all women and c h i l d r e n  would be out  of the 
V i l l a g e  and only VC or Vd s u s p e c t s  would be  t h e r e .  A h o t  
LZ was expected ag elements  of t h e  49th VC att tali on were 
i n  t h e  area (pgg, 10 ,LJ) . MEDLNA told them tci d e s t r o y  
eve ry th ing  Living and burn t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 4 ) .  The food 
supply was to be destroyed (pg. 15 ). 

b. o p e r a t i o n  p lan .  

The f i r s t  p l a toon  was to t a k e  t h e  r i g h t  f l a n k  
and t h e  second t h e  l e f t .  The t h i r d  p l a toon  would be  t o  
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t h e  r e a r .  The CP would be  l o c a t e d  wi th  t h e  t h i r d  p l a toon .  
The t h i r d  p l a t o o n ' s  miss ion was t o  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  
p o s s i b l e  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s ,  e l g - t u n n e l s  ( ~ 5 7 .  11) The l e f t  
f l a n k  squad of t h e  f i r s t  p l a toon  was to -ma in t a in  c o n t a c t  
w i th  t h e  second p l a toon  (pg.  16) . 
3 .  ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a. Secur ing  t h e  LZ. 

The a r t i l l e r y  p rep  was followed by a  gunship r u n  , 

i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  t h e  LZ (pg. 1 9 ) .  Some o f  t h e  p rep  
landed i n  t h e  wes te rn  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  2 8 )  . COIAN 
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any ground t o  a i r  f i r e  when approaching t h e  0; 
LZ (pg.  1 9 ) .  COWAN b e l i e v e d  t h a t  MEDINA was on t h e  f i r s t  c; 
l i f t  (pg. 2 0 ) .  

3 

LZ s e c u r i t y  was f i r s t  e s t a b l i s h e d .  H i s  p l a t o o n  
d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  h o s t i l e  f i r e  on t h e  LZ. The f i r s t  a 
p la toon  occupied t h e  extreme r i g h t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  LZ CV 

(pg, 2 1 ) .  A t  about  0800, t h e  a s s a u l t  on t h e  v i l l a g e  began. 
The approaches t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  were reconned by f i r e  (pg. 23) . 

b. Sweep through My L a i  ( 4 )  . 
O f i c e  in t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e  w i t n e s s  found t h e  v e g e t a t i o n  

heavy (pg.  2 2 ) .  The f i r s t  p l a toon  w a s  i n  t h e  sou thern  
p a r t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 21).  There were on ly  two squads
i n  t h e  p l a toon  (pg.  2 9 ) .  L i eu t enan t  CALLEY was t h e  f i r s t  
p l a toon  l e a d e r  (pg. 2 4 ) .  The p l a toon  deployed i n  a sk i rmi sh  
l i n e  (pg,  2 4 ) .  S t a f f  Sergeant  BACON'S squad had t h e  l e f t  
f l a n k  and Sergeant  F i r s t  C la s s  MITCHELL'S t h e  r i g h t  f l a n k  
(pg,  3 1 ) .  The p l a toon  moved through t h e  v i l l a g e  f i r i n g  
(pg. 2 5 ) .  COWAN and t h e  medic, LEE,  were t o  t h e  p l a t o o n ' s  
r e a r  a s  s e c u r i t y .  I t  took approximately one hour t o  sweep 
t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  2 5 ) .  The heavy v e g e t a t i o n  prevented  
v i s u a l  c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  second p l a toon  (pg.  2 5 ) .  There w a s  
no enemy r e s i s t a n c e .  I n i t i a l l y ,  t h e r e  was no burn ing  ( p q . 2 5 ) ,  

COWAN moved through t h e  v i l l a g e  and s a w  f i v e  dead 
c i v i l i a n s .  He n e x t  encountered t h e  p l a t o o n ' s  main body. 
They had ga the red  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  t o g e t h e r  (10-15) .  CALLEY was 
i n t e r r o g a t i n g  them (pgs .  26, 2 9 ) .  c i v i l i a n s  were always 
brought  t o  CALLEY (pg.  2 6 ) .  No c a s u a l t i e s  w e r e  s u s t a i n e d  
from h o s t i l e  f i r e  (pg.  27) . COWAN took some o f  t h e  men 
forward and had them e s t a b l i s h  a de fens ive  pe r ime te r  on 
t h e  e a s t e r n  edge o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs .  29, 31) . He hea rd  
an occas iona l  s h o t  a f t e r  s e t t i n g  up t h e  de fens ive  p o s i t i o r  
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(pg. 4 1 ) .  The t h i r d  p l a toon  burned My Lai  ( 4 )  a f t e r  t h e  
f i r s t  and second p l a toons  had moved through (pg. - 4 0 )  . 

c. H e l i c o p t e r s  l and ing  t o  t h e i r  f r o n t .  

A h e l i c o p t e r  landed i n  f r o n t  of t h e i r  de fens ive  
p o s i t i o n  and t h e  p i l o t  t a l k e d  w i t h  CALLEY. A few 
minutes  l a t e r  a second s h i p  landed and picked up c i v i l i a n  
women and c h i l d r e n  (pgs.  33,  34, 4 4 ) .  COWAN d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  c i v i l i a n s  be ing  i n  a cave o r  a hootch (pgs.  4 5 ) .  
He thought  t h a t  p l a toon  members c a r r i e d  t h e  Vietnamese 
from t h e  bunker- t o  t h e  chopper (pg . 34) . 

CALLEY t o l d  COWAN t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was under 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t h a t  t h e  p i l o t  w a s  going t o  r e p o r t  it 
(pg. 46) . CALLEY was t h e  only  one COWAN s a w  t a l k i n g  w i t h  
t h e  p i l o t .  CALLEY t o l d  him t h a t  t h e  p i l o t  w a s  a  major 
(pg. 3 7 ) ,  and t h a t  " they were r e p o r t i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t  'of 
t h e  My L a i  o p e r a t i o n  and they  t o l d  u s  t o  s t o p  a l l  t h i s  
shoot ing"  (pg.  5 2 ) .  Afterwards ,  CALLEY orde red  t h e  
shoo t ing  s topped (pg. 51 ) .  

d. Act ions  by t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e .  

COWAN f i r s t  s a w  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  a t  t h e  n i g h t  
l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  on 16 March (pgs .  47-50). The company 
took  some p r i s o n e r s  t o  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  (pg. 4 2 ) .  A Nat iona l  
Policeman s h o t  a  VC s u s p e c t  n e a r  t h e  CP t h a t  n i g h t  (pg. 5 0 ) .  

e. Body cpunt .  

COWAN d i d  n o t  s e e  any bod ie s  i n  a d i t c h  (pg .39) ,  
o r  c i v i l i a n s  s h o t  (pg. 3 9 ) ,  b u t  t h a t  n i g h t  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  
p o s i t i o n  he heard  t h a t  CALLEY had s h o t  some c i v i l i a n s  
(pg. 5 9 ) .  H e  d i d  see a man jump o u t  of  a c r a t e r  who was 
immediately s h o t  (pgs.  3 9 ,  4 0 )  . There was some dead 
l i v e s t o c k  (pg. 4 1 ) .  COWAN d i d  n o t  know t h e  p l a t o o n ' s  
body count  f o r  t h e  day (pg. 5 6 )  . 
, 4 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

A f t e r  th-e o p e r a t i o n ,  COWAN does n o t  r e c a l l  anyone, 
i n c l u d i n g  MEDINA, say ing  anyth ing  concerning an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pgs .  5 2 ,  5 3 ) .  However, a f t e r  t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  
on 18 March a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  Colonel  HENDERSON t a l k e d  wi th  
h i s  group (pgs .  53,  5 4 ) .  H e  asked i f  t h e r e  w a s  anything 
unusua l  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n .  The q u e s t i o n  was , 
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d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  group (pg.  5 4 ) .  One s e r g e a n t  s a i d ,  

"No comment" '(Pg. 5 4 ) .  


L i eu t enan t  Colonel  BARKER never  took a s t a t emen t  
from COWAN (pg. 5 5 ) .  n o r  d i d  any o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r  t a l k .  w i th  him (pg. 54) . 
5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a.  COWAN jo ined  t h e  u n i t  on 2 November 1967 and 
remained u n t i l  1 June 1968 when he was evacuated t o  
CONUS a f t e r  be ing  s e r i o u s l y  wounded i n  a c t i o n  (pgs. 8,9). 

b. S ince  t h e  i n c i d e n t  broke i n t o  t h e  news, COWAN has 
n o t  t a l k e d  o r  corresponded wi th  anyone a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  (pgs. 9 ,  1 0 ) .  H e  t a l k e d  w i t h  Colonel  WILSON 
e a r l i e r  (pg. 1 0 ) .  

c. C/1/20 d i d  n o t  go i n t o  P i n k v i l l e  because PW 
i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  VC had. l e f t  (pg. 4 8 )  . 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0909 hours ,  18 December 
1969.) 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG PEERS, 

MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, COL MILLER, COL WILSON, COL FRANKLIN, 

LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ LYNN. 


The next  witness  i s  Sergeant  F i r s t  Class  I s a i a h  
COWAN. 

(SFC COWAN, ', Company E , 10th  
B a t t a l i o n ,  2d Tra in ing  Brigade, F o r t  Jackson, South 
Carol ina ,  w a s  c a l l e d  a s  a  wi tness ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows :) 

10: Sergeant  COWAN, before  w e  proceed wi th  any of t h e  
ques t ions ,  I w i l l  ask Colonel MILLER, from t h e  Of f i ce  of The 
Judge Advocate General, t o  inform you concerning c e r t a i n  
mat ters .  

COL MILLER: Sergeant ,  I have s e v e r a l  t h i n g s  t o  t e l l  you 
t h i s  morning. They a r e  important .  I w i l l  try t o  go slow 
enough s o  t h a t  you can g e t  what I have t o  say.  I f  you 
have any ques t ions ,  be s u r e  t h a t  you ask them. I w i l l  
go over  anything t h a t  i s  necessary.  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
Sec re ta ry  of  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army. 
It is f o r  t h e  purpose of determining f a c t s  and making 
f ind ings  and recommendations concerning two main th ings :  

(1) t h e  adequacy of  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  t ime,  and i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  
and t h e  subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  wi th in  t h e  chain 
of command, of what we have now come t o  c a l l  t h e  My Lai  
i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, and 

(2) p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding of  
information by any person who had a  duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
f u r n i s h  information concerning t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  
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The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  i n -
v e s t i g a t e  a l l  of  t h e  f a c t s  and a l l  of t h e  c i rcumstances  o f  
j u s t  what happened a t  My L a i .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h o s e  spe-
c i f i c  purposes which 1 have j u s t  s t a t e d .  

W e  have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and w e  have re-
viewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t emen t s  made by w i t n e s s e s  i n  t h i s  
case. I might add t h a t  we have reviewed t h e  s t a t emen t  t h a t  
you have made b e f o r e  t h i s  t i m e .  

Your tes t imony today w i l l  be t aken  under oa th .  
A verba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared.  A t a p e  r eco rd ing  
i s  be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im n o t e s  be ing  t aken  
by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

The g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h i s  r e p o r t  w i l l  
be  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  However, it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  tes-
timony, o r  p a r t s  of it, may l a t e r  become a matter of  p u b l i c  
knowledge .  

You s e e  q u i t e  a few people  i n  t h i s  room. S e v e r a l  
of  them w i l l  be  ask ing  you q u e s t i o n s .  I would l i k e  you t o  
know who they  a r e .  F i r s t  of a l l ,  General  PEERS, who has t h e  
s o l e  and f i n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of weighing t h e  ev idence  i n  
t h i s  case and of making t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. 
The r e s t  of us a r e  h e r e  t o  assist him, b u t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  
making is h i s .  To h i s  immediate l e f t  i s  M r .  MACCRATE, a 
c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y ,  who has  been appointed by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
of  t h e  Army a s  an adv i so r  and a s s i s t a n t  t o  General  PEERS. 
On my l e f t  i s  M r .  WEST, who i s  from t h e  O f f i c e  of  General  
Counsel of t h e  Department of  t h e  Army. On your immediate 
r i g h t  i s  Colonel  FRANKLIN. Next t o  him i s  Colonel  WILSON 
and myself .  A l l  of us may be a sk ing  you q u e s t i o n s  a t  
one t ime o r  another .  D o  you unders tand t h e  t h i n g s  I have 
gone through so f a r ?  

A. y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Have you r e c e i v e d  an o r d e r  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  you 
may be c a l l e d  as wi tnes s  i n  t h e  ca se  of United S t a t e s  v. 
Ca l ley?  

A. W e  were t o l d  when we were down a t  F o r t  Benning, 
Georgia ,  t h a t  w e  might be  c a l l e d  back as wi tnes ses  on t h e  
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evidence t h a t  came o u t  of  t h e  A r t i c l e  32 i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  s ir .  

Q You a r e  ordered n o t  t o  d i scuss  t h e  testimony you
give i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with o t h e r s ,  inc lud ing  o t h e r  w i t -
nesses  be fo re  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  a s  you may be requi red  
t o .  do s o  i n  t h e  performance o f  your o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  o r  a s  you 
may be requ i red  t o  do s o  before  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s -
l a t i v e ,  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  body. I f  you have ques t ions  on t h a t ,  
i f  you a r e  c a l l e d ,  you can make i n q u i r i e s  and g e t  advice as t o  
whether you should t e s t i f y  before  those  bodies .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i f  you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o rde r  is-
sued by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  genera l  cour t -mar t ia l  case  
of  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you have come here  
today and t e s t i f i e d  does n o t  change i n  any way t h e  e f f e c t  of 
t h a t  o rde r .  I n  o t h e r  words, your testimony here  does not  
r e l i e v e  you o f  any o rde r s  i s sued  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Sergeant ,  I j u s t  s t a t e d  t h e  purposes of t h i s  i n -
v e s t i g a t i o n  and t o l d  you t h a t  we have read p r i o r  s ta tements  
made by you and o t h e r s .  We have no evidence before  us which 
inc r imina tes  you. However, w e  do have a suspic ion  t h a t  you 
d i d  no t  r e l a t e  a l l  of t h e  r e l a t i v e  f a c t s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  you 
when you made your p r i o r  s ta tement  t o  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  genera l  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  and when you made a s ta tement  t o  t h e  m i l i -
t a r y  p o l i c e  c r imina l  i n v e s t i g a t o r .  

I f  you d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  s e e  o t h e r  people commit 
f e l o n i e s ,  and by t h a t  I mean s e r i o u s  o f fenses  such as  t h e  
i n t e n t i o n a l  wounding o r  k i l l i n g  of  innocent  c i v i l i a n s  i n  My 
La i  ( 4 )  dur ing  t h e  per iod  1 6  t o  18  March 1968, and i f  
you d i d  see them and n o t  r e p o r t  them you may have com-
mit ted  an o f f e n s e  c a l l e d  mispr is ion  of  a felony.  A per-
son s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  Uniform Code of Mi l i t a ry  J u s t i c e  
who has knowledge of t h e  a c t u a l  commission of a felony 
of another ,  and who conceals it and does not  a s  soon as  
p o s s i b l e  make it known t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  o r  m i l i t a r y  
a u t h o r i t i e s ,  is g u i l t y  of t h i s  offense--a rnisprison of  
a felony.  However, t h e  mere f a i l u r e  o r  r e f u s a l  t o  
d i s c l o s e  a fe lony without  some p o s i t i v e  a c t  of  conceal-
ment does n o t  make one g u i l t y  of t h e  of fense .  W e  noted 
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t h a t  you had r e f u s e d  t o  answer c e r t a i n  q u e s t i o n s  and t h a t  you 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you might wish t o  have counsel .  I n  your  p r i o r  
tes t imony t h e r e  were c e r t a i n  q u e s t i o n s  which you were asked and 
you d e c l i n e d  t o  answer. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q W e  have had some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  you may wish t o  
have counsel  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  you f o r  t h i s  hear ing .  Con-
s e q u e n t l y ,  b e f o r e  w e  proceed t h i s  morning, I want you t o  be 
f u l l y  advised  concerning your t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s  and your 
r i g h t  t o  counsel .  

W e  have r ead  your  s t a t emen t  t h a t  you made t o  t h e  
Army c r i m i n a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r  on 30 October 1969. I b e l i e v e  
t h a t  w a s  made t o  a M r .  Robert  GRAHAM. A t  t h e  t ime of  t h a t  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  he informed you t h a t  you were suspec t ed  o r  
accused of murder i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  laws of  war. Accord-
i n g  t o  t h a t  s t a t e m e n t ,  you unders tand --
A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Would you p l e a s e  r ead  t h a t  again? 

Q - I w i l l .  W e  have a s t a t emen t  t h a t  you made t o  M r .  
Robert GRAHAM on 30 October 1969. The heading of  t h a t  form 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a t  t h a t  t ime you were informed t h a t  you were 
e i t h e r  suspec t ed  o r  accused of murder i n  v i o l a t i o n  of  t h e  
laws of  war. We unders tand  t h a t  t h i s  i s  s t i l l  t h e  case and 
t h a t  you are s t i l l  among many o t h e r s  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  inves-
t i g a t i o n  of t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  Now, be fo re  w e  ask  any 
f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  I want t o  adv i se  you o f  your  s p e c i f i c  
r i g h t s  : .  

F i r s t ,  of  cou r se ,  you need n o t ,  under t h e  Con-
s t i t u t i o n  and A r t i c l e  31, make any s t a t emen t s  which would 
i n c r i m i n a t e  you o r  t e n d  t o  i n c r i m i n a t e  you. A s  General  
PEERS t o l d  you, we have no ev idence  be fo re  us which does 
i n c r i m i n a t e  you, b u t  t h e r e  i s  a s u s p i c i o n  t h a t  you may have 
wi thhe ld  ev idence ,  and t h i s  p r i o r  s t a t emen t  does i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  you were suspec t ed  o f  murder o r  a v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  
laws of w a r .  

You have a r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t .  

Any s t a t m e n t  t h a t  you make may be use,d a g a i n s t  
you as ev idence  i n  a c r i m i n a l  t r i a l .  

You have a r i g h t  t o  c o n s u l t  wi th  counse l ,  
and by counse l  I mean a q u a l i f i e d  lawyer,  
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and t o  have t h a t  counsel  p r e s e n t  w i th  you i n  t h i s  hea r ing  i f  
you t e s t i f y .  You can r e t a i n  counse l  o f  your choice  a t  your 
own expense,  o r  t h e  Army w i l l  appo in t  m i l i t a r y  counse l  f o r  
you inasmuch a s  you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  Uniform Code of 
M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e .  I f  you r e q u e s t  appoin ted  counse l ,  and 
you have a p a r t i c u l a r  counsel  t h a t  you wish t o  have,  i f  he 
i s  reasonably  a v a i l a b l e ,  he w i l l  be made a v a i l a b l e .  Other-
w i s e  w e  w i l l  provide appointed counse l .  

Even i f  you dec ide  t h i s  morning t o  go ahead and 
answer any q u e s t i o n s  wi thout  having any counse l  p r e s e n t  you 
can s t o p  t h e  q u e s t i o n i n g  a t  any t ime ,  and you can r e f u s e  t o  
answer any ques t ions .  You a l s o  may r e q u e s t  counse l  a t  any 
t i m e  i n  t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  you dec ide  t o  s t a r t  answering q u e s t i o n s  
and g i v i n g  tes t imony wi thou t  having counsel  p r e s e n t .  I f  you 
dec ide  t o  have counse l ,  he can be h e r e  w i th  you. You can 
c o n s u l t  w i th  him a t  any t i m e .  H e  can c o n s u l t  w i t h  you a t  
any t i m e .  

Do you unders tand t h e s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I have t o l d  
you now, s e r g e a n t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Do you have any f u r t h e r  e x p l a n a t i o n  o r  q u e s t i o n s  
t h a t  you would l i k e  me t o  g i v e  t o  you? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Do you want counse l?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

9- Do you wish t o  make any s t a t emen t  b e f o r e  counsel  
i s  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  you? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. You a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  make some s t a t emen t  now b e f o r e  
w e  make counse l  a v a i l a b l e  t o  you? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - A s  soon as you d e s i r e ,  w e  w i l l  make counse l  a v a i l -  
able t o  you, e i t h e r  now o r  as soon as you s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e q u e s t  
t h a t  he be appointed.  

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q - Genera l ,  I have no th ing  f u r t h e r ,  b u t  I sugges t  t h a t  
w e  make counse l  a v a i l a b l e  b e f o r e  w e  g e t  i n t o  any subs tance .  

10: I t h i n k  t h a t  under t h e  c i rcumstances ,  Se rgean t  
COWAN, t h a t  you would be w e l l  adv i sed  t o  have counse l  b e f o r e  
you make a s t a t emen t .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q This  can be a m a t t e r  o f  your  own cho ice ,  b u t  it 
would be my sugges t ion  t h a t  you con fe r  wi th  l e g a l  counse l  
b e f o r e  you make a s t a t emen t  t o  t h i s  body. 

tA. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Would you p r e f e r  t o  have counsel  o r  would you 
p r e f e r  t o  make your  s t a t emen t  first under t h o s e  circum-
s t a n c e s ?  

A. I w i l l  answer some q u e s t i o n s  w i thou t  counse l ,  sir.  

Q - You w i l l  make a s t a t emen t  o r  answer some q u e s t i o n s  
w i thou t  counse l?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  . 
Q - A r e  you i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  w e  should  go ahead,  and 
when it comes down t o  a p o i n t  where you r e q u i r e  counse l  you 
w i l l  ask  f o r  i t ?  

A. I f  a p o i n t  comes t h a t  I know no th ing  about t h e n  
I would p r e f e r  t o  have a counse l ,  s i r .  Tha t  i s  what I have 
r e f e r e n c e  t o .  I f  i t ' s  something according t o  t h e  state-
ment t h a t  I have a l r e a d y  s t a t e d ,  t hen  it i s  n o t  necessary  
f o r  a counsel .  

COL MILLER: W e l l ,  s e r g e a n t ,  j u s t  keep i n  mind t h a t  you 
know of t h e  o f f e n s e s  o f  which you a r e  suspec t ed  o r  accused 
and you do have t h e  u n q u a l i f i e d  r i g h t  t o  counsel--so any-
t i m e  t h a t  you wish t o  n o t  answer a q u e s t i o n ,  t h a t  you 
wish t o  have counse l ,  you l e t  m e  and you l e t  General  PEERS 
know. You have t h a t  r i g h t .  

A. Yes, s ir .  

(COWAN) 6 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-25 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  0924 hours ,  18  December 
1969.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1005 hour s ,  1 8  De-
cember 19 69 .) 

RCDR: A l l  pe rsons  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a r e  
aga in  p r e s e n t .  

10: Se rgean t  COWAN, w e  are going t o  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  
t i m e  i n  o r d e r  t o  p rov ide  you wi th  an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g e t  
t o g d t h e r  w i t h  your counsel .  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- And w e  w i l l  adv i se  you as t o  t h e  t i m e  w e  w i l l  
reconvene s o  t h a t  you may reappear  b e f o r e  t h i s  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i n g  group w i t h  your  counsel .  

A; Y e s ,  s ir .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1006 hour s ,  18 December 
1969 .) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1625 hour s ,  1 8  D e -
cember 1969. ) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named persons  are p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, COL WILSON, COL MILLER, and MAJ LYNN. 

The h e a r i n g  r e c a l l s  SFC COWAN a s  a w i t n e s s .  

(SFC I s a i a h  COWAN, ' , w a s  r e c a l l e d  a s  a 
wi tnes s  and reminded t h a t  he  was s t i l l  under o a t h  and t e s t i f i e d  

as fo l lows : )  


RCDR: Se rgean t  COWAN a r e  you r e p r e s e n t e d  by counse l?  


A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

RCDR: W i l l  counse l  p l e a s e  s t a t e  h i s  name, rank,  and 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  t h e  record?  
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I C  : Yes, sir.  I ' m  M i t c h e l l  D.  FRANKS, a member of  The 
Judge Advocate General  Corps and a member o f  t h e  b a r  o f  t h e  
s t a t e  of F l o r i d a .  I ' m  a s s igned  t o  t h e  O f f i c e  of  The Judge 
Advocate General ,  Headquar te rs ,  Department of  t h e  Army. 

RCDR: Thank you. 

COL MILLER: Capta in  FRANKS, you a r e  aware, I t h i n k ,  of  t h e  
g e n e r a l  n a t u r e  of t h e  in format ion  which I gave t o  Sergeant  
COWAN t h i s  morning. Included i n  t h i s  w a s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he 
could  have counse l ,  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  counsel  h e r e  a t  any t i m e ,  
and he had,  of cou r se ,  t h e  r i g h t  t o  no t  answer q u e s t i o n s .  
So you may c o n s u l t  w i t h  him o r  he wi th  you a t  any t ime.  Do 
you have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

I C :  No, s ir .  I have app r i s ed  him of  t h i s  f a c t - - t h a t  
b e f o r e  answering any q u e s t i o n s  he  may c o n s u l t  w i th  m e ,  and he 
i s  w i l l i n g  t o  proceed on t h a t  b a s i s .  

10: Sergeant  COWAN, what was your du ty  assignment on 
16 March 1968? 

A. S i r ,  my duty  assignment w a s  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t ,  
1st P la toon ,  C/1/20. 

Q How long  had you been i n  t h a t  assignment? 

A.  I jo ined  t h e  u n i t  i n  November of  1967, sir. 
Approximately t h e  2nd of November. 

Q *  1967? 

Y e s ,  sir.A. 

Q And you 'd  come t o  South Vietnam wi th  t h e  u n i t ,  i s  
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  

Q And how long  a f t e r  t h e  16 th  of March d i d  you remain 
wi th  C/1/20? 
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A. U n t i l  t h e  1st of  June,  1968, sir.  

Q - And where were you ass igned  then?  

A. I w a s  ass igned  t o  Camp Zama i n  Japan ,  from t h e r e  t o  
Walter Reed H o s p i t a l  and then  t o  F o r t  Jackson,  South Caro l ina .  

Is t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t  of  a combat wound? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  review b r i e f l y  f o r  you, Sergeant
COWAN, t h e  purpose of  o u r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  B a s i c a l l y ,  w e  a r e  
going t o  look i n t o  t h e  adequacy of  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of what 
w e  r e f e r  t o  as t h e  i n c i d e n t  of My La i  ( 4 )  on 16 March 1968. 
W e  are going t o  t r y  t o  determine t h e  adequacy of  t hose  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and i n q u i r i e s  and t h e  reviews of t h e  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n  which may have t aken  p l a c e .  W e  are a l s o  going t o  
check t o  s e e  i f  t h e r e  w a s  any suppres s ion  o f  in format ion  
concerning what may have taken p l a c e  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  e i t h e r  
by t h e  u n i t ,  by t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  o r  by h i g h e r  headqua r t e r s .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - W e  r e a l i z e  t h a t  w e  are a sk ing  you t o  recal l  t h i n g s
t h a t  took p l a c e  approximately 20 months ago,  ove r  a y e a r  and 
a h a l f ,  and t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  be t e s t i n g  your  memory, i n  many 
of t h e  i n s t a n c e s .  I n  o r d e r  t o  be r e spons ive  t o  the  r e q u i r e -
ments t h a t  I have j u s t  i n d i c a t e d  t o  you, s o  t h a t  we know what 
w a s  t o  be i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  it i s  necessary  f o r  us t o  know g e n e r a l l y  
what happened a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  Now I would say  t h a t ,  t e l l  you 
t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  our  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I t  i s  n o t  a c r i m i n a l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  W e  are no t  h e r e ,  f o r  example, t o  i m p l i c a t e  
you i n  any way i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  But w e  do want,  t o  t h e  
b e s t  of o u r  a b i l i t y  and w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s  of  what you can 
t e l l  u s ,  t o  be a b l e  t o  pu t  t o g e t h e r  what happened a t  My L a i  
( 4 )  on t h e  16 th  of March, 1968. I would ask you whether ,  s i n c e  
the break i n  t h e  news about September t h i s  y e a r  of  t h e  My 
La i  i n c i d e n t ,  you have t a l k e d  t o  anybody concerning t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  who had--who was r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  
Anybody i n  t h e  company o r  t a s k  f o r c e  o r  t h e  b r igade?  

A. No, sir. 
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a. Have you had any correspondence wi th  any such i n d i -
v i d u a l s ?  

A. Not on t h i s  matter,  sir.  Not what took p l a c e  a t  My 
L a i  ( 4 ) .  W e  were t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  m a t t e r  w i th  anyone 
when I was down a t  F o r t  Benning on t h e  1 9 t h  of  October.  

Q. Y e s .  Did you t a l k  t o  anybody b e f o r e  t hen?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  

MR WEST: Sergean t  COWAN, when d i d  you f i r s t  h e a r  of t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  My La i  ( 4  1 ? Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. Colonel  WILSON came t o  F o r t  Jackson,  South Ca ro l ina ,  
and t a l k e d  t o  peop le ,  I t h i n k  it was. He t o l d  me t h a t  he w a s  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  matter i n  o r d e r  t o  t u r n  a r e p o r t  o v e r  t o  t h e  
Chief of  S t a f f .  

Q And you t a l k e d  t o  him a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Fine.  Now going back t o  March 1968, do you r e c a l l  
t h e  15 th  of March and when t h e  company was g e t t i n g  ready f o r  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  i n t o  My. La i  ( 4 )  3 

g; : 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 4 

Q Could you t e l l  us what happened t h a t  day a s  you 
r e c a l l ?  

A. W e l l ,  on t h e  day. of  t h e  1 6 t h ,  approximately  1700 
o r  1800 hour s ,  we had f u n e r a l  s k r v i c e s  f o r  one of t h e  members 
o f  t he  company. H i s  name was Sergeant  COX. He had been k i l l e d  
by a booby t r a p  o r  mine o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  on an o p e r a t i o n .  
Immediately a f t e r  t h e  f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e  ou r  company commander, 
Captain  MEDINA, gave us a b r i e f i n g .  H e  t o l d  us on t h e  day 
of t h e  1 6 t h  we had ano the r  miss ion t o  go on. W e  were going 
i n t o  P i n k v i l l e .  H e  t o l d  us t h a t  a l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  and women 
would be o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  approximately 0700 hours .  
Everything t h a t  was i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  would be VC o r  VC s u s p e c t s .  
H e  s a i d  t h a t  he expec ted  t h e  LZ t o  be h o t  because t h e  e lements  
o f  t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n  was i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

Q. Now I b e l i e v e  you s t a t e d  i n  t h e  beginning t h e  
1 6 t h  of  March. Could you have meant t h e  15 th?  
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A. The 15 th  he gave us  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  sir.  

Q - Y e s ,  t h e  15 th  he gave you t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. The evening of t h e  15th .  

Q And t h e  f u n e r a l  was t h e  same day? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Was t h i s  a f r i e n d  of yours t h a t  had been k i l l e d ?  

A. H e  w a s  i n  t h e  2d Platoon;  I was i n  t h e  1st Platoon.  

Q. But you knew him w e l l ,  d i d  you? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  what they  t o l d  you about  t h e  enemy
s t r e n g t h  i n  t h e  hamlet  t h a t  t hey  expected? 

A. They t o l d  us to - - tha t  it would be t h e  48th VC 
att tali on t h a t  was suspec ted  t o  be i n  t h a t  l o c a t i o n ,  i n  the 
a r e a  of My L a i  ( 4 )  . 
Q - Any i n d i c a t i o n  of how many t h e r e  were? How many VC? 

A. NO, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  numbers. 

Q. What k ind  of an ope ra t ion  was t h i s  supposed 
t o  be? Do you know? 

A. I t  was a sea rch  and d e s t r o y  miss ion ,  sir.  

Q. I see. Would you t e l l  us aga in  j u s t  what t h e  
c a p t a i n  s a i d  about what you w e r e  t o  do t h e r e ?  

A. Well,  t h e  company commander a s s igned  each of  
the pla toons  t h e i r  mission.  The 1st Platoon--he t o l d  us 
t h a t  w e  would t a k e  t h e  r i g h t  f l ank  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  The 2d 
Pla toon ,  h e r e  on t h e  le f t -hand  s i d e .  The 3d Pla toon  i n  t h e  
r e a r ,  h e r e ,  f o r  t h e  sea rch  and d e s t r o y  p o r t i o n  of  it. The 
command p o s t  would be l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  r e a r  w i th  t h e  3d Platoon. 
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(The wi tness  was handed an a e r i a l  photograph of t h e  
a rea  of My La i  ( 4 ) . )  

Q- Going back t o  t h e  f u n e r a l  a minute, Sergeant  COWAN. 
Who a t tended t h e  funera l?  Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. Well, w e  had a l l  of t h e  elements of  t h e  company t h a t  
was--the company was assembled f o r  t h i s ,  sir. 

Q - Everybody who was p r e s e n t  f o r  duty was the re?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q* Did they  remain assembled t h e r e  and go on with t h e  
b r i e f i n g  from t h e r e ?  

1 

A. Yes, sir.  

9- Where was t h i s  he ld?  

A. I t  was h e l d  around t h e  command bunker. There was a 
l a r g e  bunker f o r  t h e  command bunker and t h e  personnel  were s i t -
t i n g  around on t h e  s i d e  of t h e  bunker, on top ,  a l l  around f o r  
t h e  ceremony. 

Q- Was t h i s  a t  Landing Zone Dot t ie?  

A. This  w a s  Landing Zone Dot t i e ,  s ir .  

Q. Dot t i e?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

10: Sergeant  COWAN, who conducted t h e  memorial s e r v i c e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  name of t h e  chap la in ,  b u t  it was 
t h e  chapla in  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name. 

Q- It was a chapla in  though? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

9. W a s  he a  normal chapla in  t h e r e  a t  f i r e  base Dot t i e  or-- 
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  sir.  H e  would go from f i r e  b a s e  
t o  f i r e  b a s e ,  from p lace  t o  p l ace .  I t  was a r e g u l a r  Army chap-
l a i n ,  s ir .  

MR WEST: Se rgean t  COWAN, h e r e  i s  t h e  a e r i a l  photograph 
( E x h i b i t  P-1). W e  w i l l  j u s t  l a y  it f l a t .  This  i s  o r i e n t e d  
t o  t h e  n o r t h .  

A. Th is  i s  n o r t h ,  sir ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  t o p  of t h e  
photograph) ? 

Q. Y e s .  Perhaps you can look a t  t h e  map up h e r e  ( i n -
d i c a t i n g  E x h i b i t  MAP-1, and a s s i s t e d  t h e  w i t n e s s  i n  o r i e n t i n g  
t h e  photo wi th  t h e  map). Does t h a t  look f a m i l i a r  t o  you now? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Before we look a t  t h e  photograph a g a i n
though,  I wish you 'd  t h i n k  back now and t e l l  us what t h e  cap-
t a i n  t o l d  you--told t h e  members of t h e  company they  should  do 
when they  moved i n t o  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  i n t o  t h e  hamlet .  Was t h e r e  
anyth ing  s a i d ,  f o r  example, about  burn ing  any hootches  and 
t h a t  s o r t  of t h i n g ?  

A. S i r ,  w e  were on t h e  r i g h t  f l a n k  o f  t h e  company. 
H e  t o l d  us t h a t  w e  would go through t o  make s u r e  t h a t  no th ing  
w a s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  f o r  w e  were t o  sweep through t h e  v i l l a g e .  
The s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  team were i n  t h e  rear. They would come 
through,  s e a r c h  a l l  t h e  hootches  and t u n n e l s ,  t h e  complexes. 
They would look f o r  m i l i t a r y  valuables--weapons and t h i n g s  
o f  t h i s  t y p e ,  s ir .  

I C :  I would l i k e  t o  j u s t  make a n o t e  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  
t h a t  i f  you a r e  hav ing  d i f f i c u l t y  unders tanding  Se rgean t  
COWAN it i s  because of  t h e  wound t h a t  he r e c e i v e d  which 
des t royed  h i s  jaw and he has  had t o t a l  r e p a i r  o f  t h e  r i g h t  
s i d e  of h i s  f a c e  and h i s  jaw. That  i s  why he speaks  as he 
does.  
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MR WEST: W e l l ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  Sergeant  COWAN, 
w e r e  any g e n e r a l  remarks made by Captain  MEDINA o r  anyone 
about what you w e r e  t o  do when you made your  l and ing  and h i t  
t h e  hamle t? .  

A. He t o l d  us t o  e x p e c t  t h e  LZ t o  be  h o t .  So when-
e v e r  we g o t  o f f ,  w e  were under t h e  impress ion w e  were going 
t o  be h i t  by a l a r g e  volume of f i r e  coming from t h e  VC. So 
he s a i d  when we g o t  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  h i t  running and t a k i n g  
up o u r  p o s i t i o n s  s o  t h a t  having a sma l l  e lement  on t h e  ground 
we wouldn ' t  g e t  wiped o u t  b e f o r e  we g o t  t h e  main body ga the red ,  
s i r .  

Q Now t h e  o t h e r  day when you t a l k e d  to--you remember 
t a l k i n g  t o  M r .  GRAHAM from t h e  CID? Do you recal l  t h a t  day? 

A. H e  came t o  F o r t  Jackson,  s i r .  

Q I n o t i c e  t h a t  when you were t a l k i n g  t o  him about  
t h e  o r d e r s ,  you know, from Captain  MEDINA, t h a t  you s a i d  t h a t  
Captain  MEDINA t o l d  t h e  members of  t h e  company you w e r e  going 
on a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  miss ion  and t h a t  you w e r e ,  t h e  company 
was, t o  d e s t r o y  e v e r y t h i n g  and be prepared  t o  f i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Is t h a t  about  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q A l l  ' r i g h t .  And a l s o  t h a t  you w e r e  t o l d  by
Captain  MEDINA t o  d e s t r o y  eve ry th ing  t h a t  was . a l i v e  and t o  
burn t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  
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Q- We d o n ' t  want t o  put  anything i n  your mouth, 
b u t  i f  t h a t  was--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I understand,  s ir .  

Q Fine. I wanted t o  g e t  t h a t  p o i n t  c l e a r e d  up. 
Had you had any t r o u b l e  with t h i s  VC b a t t a l i o n  before?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  The f i r s t  time I encountered any 
f i r e  was i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  P i n k v i l l e  wi th in  some of 
these  v i l l a g e s  ad jacen t  t o  these .  We have been pinned down. 
Also we had a man t h a t  was l o s t  i n  my platoon i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y .  
We had people s h o t  i n  t h e  l e g ,  and we had o t h e r  members from 
working i n  t h a t  a r e a  go t  A P C ' s  s h o t  ou t  from under them and 
personnel  t h a t  g o t  k i l l e d  and a l s o ,  t h a t  was n o t  from my 
u n i t ,  b u t  t h e  o t h e r  u n i t s  had been rece iv ing  mortar  f i r e  
from i n  t h e  area .  

Q. The same enemy o u t f i t ?  

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q The 4 8th VC? 

Q- Yes , sir .  

MR MACCRATE: When he i n d i c a t e d  t o  des t roy  t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
everyth ing  a l i v e ,  would t h i s  have'  inc luded c a t t l e ?  

A. W e  were under t h e  impression t h a t  every person 
t h e r e  was VC o r  VC suspec t s .  Anything t h a t  produced food, 
Such as banana t r e e s ,  o r  something of t h i s  na tu re  t h a t  had 
bananas on it, they  would feed o f f  from them. And t h e  c a t t l e  
a l s o ,  sir. 

10: Would it have inc luded b a b i e s ,  s m a l l  ch i ld ren?  

A. H e  t o l d  us ,  when he gave us our  o r d e r s ,  t h a t  they 
were supposed t o  be o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  by 0 7 0 0  hours .  We 
did' n o t  land  u n t i l  0730  hours ,  s i r .  

Q* Yes, t h i s  i s  what I am g e t t i n g  a t  though. In 
your t r a i n i n g  and i n d o c t r i n a t i o n ,  Sergeant  COWAN, even i f  you 
had been given t h e  impression t h a t  t h e  women and t h e  c h i l d r e n  
would be o u t ,  was it t h e  impression t h a t  i f  they were t h e r e  
t h a t  they were t o  be k i l l e d ?  
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A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we would have k i l l e d  t h e  babies 
and c h i l d r e n  i f  they were i n  t h e  a r e a ,  s i r .  

0- O r  t h e  women? 

A.  No, sir .  

Q One t h i n g  I have. Although it w i l l  perhaps come up
when we g e t  i n t o  t h e  opera t ion ,  when they des ignated  your p la-
toon, t h e  1st  Platoon,  a s  t h e  r i g h t  and t h e  2d Platoon as  
t h e  l e f t  p la toon,  d i d  they des ignate  a boundary between platoons 
and c o n t r o l  p o i n t s ?  

A.  Well they t o l d  us approximately--that w e  would be 
occupying approximately 200 meters of t h e  v i l l a g e .  Whenever we 
g o t  ready t o  move, out . .  .. I 

I 

Q Yes? 

A.  Then we e s t a b l i s h e d  our  boundary l i n e s .  Then when-
e v e r  we l inked  up, then t h e  two platoons would move through. The , 
2d Platoon was on t h e  l e f t .  We were on t h e  r i g h t ,  and we had a I 

c e r t a i n  p o r t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  we were supposed t o  go 
through, s ir .  

Q Was any i n d i c a t i o n  given as  t o  how con tac t  was t o  be 
maintained between t h e  1st and 2d Platoon? 

A. With t h e  l e f t  squad t h a t  we had t o  our  l e f t ,  w e  was 
t o  maintain con tac t  with t h e  p la toon over t h e r e  which was t h e  2d 
Platoon. 

MR MACCRATE: Sergeant  COWAN, d i d  Captain MEDINA i n  h i s  b r i e f i n g  
t e l l  you anything about who l i v e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Did he t e l l  you 
about who were t h e  people t h a t  were i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  Did he say 
anything about t h a t ,  t h a t  you remember? 

A.  I d o n ' t  remember who t h e  people was. Not a s  I remember* 

MR WEST: H e  d i d n ' t  t a l k  about what kind of people were there?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  sir.  

Q Well d i d  Captain MEDINA say anything about t h e  man 
whose f u n e r a l  had j u s t  been he ld  when you were having t h e  br ie f ing?  
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Did he r e f e r  t o  t h e  f a c t ,  we l l  we j u s t  l o s t  one of o u r b u d d i e s  
md--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  "We had j u s t  l o s t  a man, a member 

of t h e  company; we a r e  going on another  opera t ion ."  


Q He d i d  mention t h a t ?  

A. That w e  had l o s t  a man? 

Q- Yes? Did he mention t h a t  a t  a l l ?  

A. May I t a l k  with my counsel? 

(Witness confers  w i t h  counsel.  1 

Not as  f a r  a s  I can r e c a l l ,  no, s i r .  

Q - Afte r  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  what was t h e  f e e l i n g  i n ,  
say ,  your p la toon and t h e  company? Were they looking for -  

ward t o  t h i s  o r  d i d  they seem t o  be s o r t  of e x c i t e d  o r  worried? 
Could you give a genera l  desc r ip t ion?  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I can express  my opinion.  We had 
been i n  t h e  a r e a  before  and we knew t h a t  it was a VC s t rong-
hold.  We knew t h e  enemy was t h e r e  and by him t e l l i n g  us 
t h a t  we were going back again we knew about what t o  expect  
wi th in  t h a t  a r e a ,  sir.  And s o  I f igured  t h e  only way t o  go 
t h e r e  and come o u t  we had t o  go and do t h e  job, t h a t  we had 
t o  go and do t h e  b e s t  t h a t  we could. 

COL WILSON:  COX was c a r r i e d  on t h e  morning r e p o r t  a s  d ied  
of wounds, dead on a r r i v a l  a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  on t h e  1 4 t h  of 
March. Is t h i s  George J. COX, S t a f f  Sergeant ,  E-6,  t h e  one 
you a r e  t a l k i n g  about? 

A. He was a S t a f f  Sergeant  COX. W e  had two COX'S.  

I d o n ' t  remerber t h e  name, j u s t  t h a t  he was a s t a f f  sergeant .  


Q. Did t h i s  man d i e  t h a t  c l o s e  t o  t h e  1 5 t h ,  t h e  

d a y b e f o r e ?  . 


A. I t  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y ,  sir.  Yes, sir.  
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Q Was t h i s  man very w e l l  l i k e d  i n  t h e  u n i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Was t h e r e  any emotion surrounding t h e  ceremony
t h a t  w a s  h e l d  on t h e  1 5 t h  r ega rd ing  Se rgean t  COX. Did any-
body c ry  o r .  ... 

(Witness con fe r s  w i t h  counsel .  ) 

A. S i r ,  I d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  anyone c ry ing .  

MR WEST: W e l l ,  were t h e  men o f  your p l a t o o n  p r e t t y  keyed 
up f o r  t h e  a c t i o n  t o  fo l low t h e  nex t  day? Were they  e x c i t e d  
o r  nervous? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they  were nervous,  s ir .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  L e t ' s  move t o  t h e  n e x t  morning. You 
recal l  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  l i f t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- A l l  r i g h t ,  would you j u s t  t e l l  us what happened
t h e n  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  l i f t ?  

A. According t o  t h e  l i f t  they  picked us up approxi-
mately  0715 hour s  and w e  were c a r r i e d  i n t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  
My L a i  ( 4 ) .  W e  had approximately  s i x  choppers b r i n g  us i n  
on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t .  Each chopper c a r r i e d  approximately  seven 
combat-loaded t r o o p s .  W e  landed i n  the--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Before t h e  l a n d i n g ,  d i d  you h e a r  
o r  s e e  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  On o u r  way t o  t h e  LZ w e  cou ld  s e e  t h e  
f l a s h e s  from t h e  a r t i l l e r y  rounds t h a t  w e r e  h i t t i n g  on t h e  LZ. 

Q Q  A l l  r i g h t .  With r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  a e r i a l  photograph 
i n  f r o n t  of you do you r e c a l l  about  where t h e  LZ was? 

(Witness s t u d i e s  .photo . )  

I would say  tha t - -
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10: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Sergeant  COWAN, 1 inch  on t h i s  
map ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  photo) equals  about 1 0 0  meters o r  100 
ya rds ,  roughly.  

A. S i r ,  it appears t o  m e  t h a t  w e  landed on t h e  w e s t  
s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  about i n  t h i s  a r e a  he re .  

MR WEST : Would you t a k e  t h e  pen t h e r e  and mark t h e  p l ace  
p l e a s e ,  Sergeant  COWAN? 

(Witness marks on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph l a t e r  
admit ted a s  E x h i b i t  P-54.) 

Mark LZ t h e r e  by it ,  i f  you would p l ease?  

(Witness does a s  d i r e c t e d .  ) 

.-?T h a t ' s  f i n e .  When you were s t i l l  i n  t h e  a i r  w e r e  
you taken  under f i r e ,  any h o s t i l e  f i r e  a t  a l l ?  

A. While we was i n  t h e  a i r ?  

Q Yes? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any f i r e  whi le  we was 
i n  t h e  a i r .  

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  Would you go ahead and t e l l  us what 
happened when you landed? 

A. The f i r s t  l i f t  went i n .  Then t h e  a r t i l l e r y  was 
l i f t e d  o r  s h i f t e d .  I knud it stopped i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

A l l  r i g h t .  

A. The gunships came i n .  Normally, when you have 
a LZ l i k e  t h i s ,  you expec t  it t o  be h o t .  Then t h e  gunships 
w i l l  come i n  f i r i n g .  The gunships came f i r i n g  and then t h e  
s h i p s  landed. When t h e  s h i p  landed w e  rushed o u t ,  moved up 
and took our  p o s i t i o n s ,  t h e  f i r s t  element t h a t  landed on t h e  
ground. W e  t r i e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a l l -around s e c u r i t y  t o  keep 
anyth ing  from coming i n  on us .  We j u s t  had a s m a l l  element 
on the ground a t  t h i s  t ime.  

Q Was t h a t  your p l a toon  t h a t  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h i s  
s e c u r i t y ?  
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A. It was more than  my pla toon,  sir. 

Q. I see. 

A. They s e n t  some of t h e  key personnel  with t h e  
command p o s t ,  I was with t h e  1st Platoon a t  t h i s  t ime. I 
went i n  on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ,  and I had key personnel  such a s  
a  machinegun, automatic weapons, RTO, was with me i n  t h e  
f i r s t  l i f t .  

Q *  I see .  Did Captain MEDINA come along on t h e  
f i r s t  l i f t ,  some of h i s  people? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  

I0: There were two ques t ions  t h e r e .  
Captain MEDINA came o r  some of h i s  people? 

You asked i f  
Now when you s a i d  

"yes, s i r , "  d i d  you r e f e r  t o  Captain MEDINA be ing  along o r  
some of h i s  people.  Was Captain MEDINA i n  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ?  

A. A s  I can r e c a l l  Captain MEDINA was with t h e  f i r s t  
l i f t .  

Q - A l l  r i g h t ,  t h a t ' s  good enough. A f t e r  you es tab -  
l i s h e d  t h e  per imeter  of s e c u r i t y  were you taken under any 
h o s t i l e  f i r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e r e  being any f i r e  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  
although we d i d  r ece ive  a r e p o r t  over t h e  r a d i o  from a p i l o t  
t h a t  was f l y i n g  around t h a t  we were r ece iv ing  f i r e  on t h e  
l e f t  f lank.  

Q. You d i d n ' t  observe o r  hea r  t h i s  y o u r s e l f ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q- , A l l  r i g h t .  What happened next?  

A. Well, we s t ayed  i n  t h a t  a rea .  We spread  o u t  and 
waited.  We s t ayed  t h e r e  approximately 15 maybe 20 minutes or 
maybe longer  wa i t ing  on t h e  s h i p s  t o  go back and p ick  up t h e  
r e s t  of t h e  company. 

(COWAN) 20 APP T-25 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

0 .  This was i n  t he  LZ a rea?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Okay. 

A.  When the  r e s t  of t he  group l inked up with us and 
w e  had word t o  move o u t  t o  our  r e spec t ive  l o c a t i o n s ,  we moved 
up i n t o  p o s i t i o n  and then we s t a r t e d .  The 1st Platoon was 
on t h e  extreme r i g h t  por t ion  of the  o b j e c t i v e ,  i n  t h i s  a r ea  
here .  The 2d Platoon was over t o  our l e f t .  W e  s t a r t e d  moving 
o f f  of t h e  LZ t o  move a s  c lose  t o  . t h e  v i l l a g e  as  poss ib l e  a t  
t h i s  time. 

9 - Sergeant COWAN, I wonder i f  you could mark on 
t h e  photograph the  s e c t o r  f o r  the  1st Platoon and the  s e c t o r  
f o r  t he  2d Platoon.  Do you th ink  you could do t h a t ?  

A. I wouldn' t  know exac t ly  t he  2d P la toon ' s  s e c t o r ,  
b u t  we were opera t ing  on the  r i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q- I understand. J u s t  approximately as  you can 
remember. 

(The witnesses  d i d  as  requested. )  

Now, I no t i ce  t h a t  you have marked two arrows 
on t h e  photograph. What do they s tand  fo r?  

A. One i s , t h e  l e f t  of our  s e c t o r  and t h e  o t h e r  is  
t h e  r i g h t  of our s e c t o r ,  s i r .  

Q - Would you l i k e  t o  mark 1st  Platoon by one of 
them and 2d Platoon by the  o the r?  

A. This --
Q ( In te rpos ing)  I s e e ,  your s e c t o r  i s  between the  
two arrows? 

A. 1st  P la toon ' s  s e c t o r  i s  h e r e ,  t h i s  i s  1st Platoon.  
2d Platoon is f u r t h e r  t o  our  l e f t .  I d o n ' t  know how f a r  
they were extended t o  our l e f t .  

Q- Did they go ou t  i n t o  the  r i c e  paddy you think? 
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A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  t h e i r  f l a n k ,  s i r ,  because I on ly  
s a w  this p o r t i o n  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  h e r e  (w i tnes s  p o i n t s  t o  
s o u t h e r n  p a r t  of  v i l l a g e ) .  They extended from o u r  s e c t o r  
h e r e  ove r  t o  t h e  l e f t .  Now, j u s t  how f a r  t o  t h e  l e f t ,  I d o n ' t  
know. 

Q - T h a t ' s  okay. W i l l  you mark 1st P la toon  between 
t h e  two arrows t h e r e ?  

(Witness does a s  reques ted .  ) 

And t h a t  c o r r e c t l y  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  s e c t o r ?  

A. A s  I remember. Yes, sir. 

Q- A s  I unders tand  it t h e n ,  you were going t o  move 
e a s t  r i g h t  through t h e  hamle t ,  a long  as i n d i c a t e d ?  

A. y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  About what t ime d i d  you form up t o  
move through t h e  hamle t ,  can you r e c a l l ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  f i r s t  wave, t h e  f i r s t  group went i n  
approximately 0 7 3 0 ,  and it had taken  us approximately  1 5  
minutes f l y i n g  t i m e .  I t  was about  8 xiles from t h e r e  t o  LZ 
D o t t i e .  They had t o  go back and come back aga in  s o  approx-
imate ly  25 minutes  I would say  of  w a i t i n g  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  1st 
P la toon  was t h e r e ,  s o  a t  approximately 5 o r  1 0  minutes t o  8 
I would say w e  w e r e  ready t o  move, o u t .  

Q. Somewhere around 8 o ' c l o c k  maybe? 

A. y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Now d i d  you immediately move o u t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  then? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  When t h e  second wave moved i n  t h e n  
we immediately moved o u t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Was t h e r e  any--were t h e  men i n  your  
p l a toon  f i r i n g  a t  t h i s  t i m e  or--
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A. ( In t e rpos ing )  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q What about w h i l e  you were t h e r e  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  rest 
of t h e  company t o  come i n ?  

A. While w e  was w a i t i n g ,  we w a s  f i r i n g  a t  l i k e l y  a r e a s  
t h a t  enemy could  have been h i d i n g ,  i n  bunker t y p e  areas, and 
bushes ,  any suspec t ed  a r e a .  

Q What you might ca l l  reconna issance  by f i r e ?  

A. y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - You w e r e  n o t  a c t u a l l y  i n  a f i r e  f i g h t  w i t h  any-
body were you? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q - Had you seen  anybody i n  t h e  hamlet  up t o  t h i s  t ime? 

A. NO,  sir. 

Q. You w e r e n ' t  g e t t i n g  any mor ta r  f i r e  o r  r o c k e t  f i r e ?  

A. NO,  sir. 

Q - Then you moved o u t  i n t o  t h e  hamlet  sometime around 
8 o ' c l o c k ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Would you j u s t  t e l l  us what happened 
nex t?  

A. W e  s t a r t  moving through t h e  hamlet  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  
W e  moved up t o  t h e  edge of  t h e  hamlet .  I t  was a s m a l l  d i t c h ,  a 
l i t t l e  i n c l i n e ,  a l i t t l e  bank, l i k e  you know, as you e n t e r e d  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q ~ l lr i g h t .  

A. The v i l l a g e  i t s e l f  was h e a v i l y  vege ta t ed  wi th  
hedgerows, banana t r e e s ,  and bamboos. I t  w a s  very h e a v i l y  
v e g e t a t e d .  We moved up t o  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  and w e  
w e r e  h a l t e d  momentarily--for a s h o r t  p e r i o d  of  t i m e .  
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Q How w e r e  your  men deployed,  now? 

A. W e  w e r e  i n  a l i n e  format ion.  

Q *  . A s  s k i r m i s h e r s ?  

A. y e s ,  sir. 

A l l  r i g h t .  

A .  A t  t h i s  t ime t h e  squads s t a r t e d  moving through t h i s  
v i l l a g e .  They was f i r i n g .  I was walking a long  w i t h  them. I 
w a s  s t a y i n g  w i t h  my medic. I s a i d ,  "We have no r e a r  s e c u r i t y .  We 
have t o  have someone back f o r  r e a r  s e c u r i t y . "  A t  t h i s  t i m e  my 
medic and I dropped t o  t h e  r e a r  and s t a r t e d  watching t h e  rear 
t o  keep anyth ing  from coming i n  t o  o u r  rear. 

Q Where w a s  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A. The p l a toon  l e a d e r  w a s  moving w i t h  t h e  l e a d  e lement ,  
c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  two squads  t h a t  w e r e  on l i n e .  

Q. And what was h i s  name? 

A. L i eu t enan t  CALLEY, s i r .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  And t h e  men of t h e  p l a toon  w e r e  s t i l l  
f i r i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  p l e a s e  go ahead. 

A. They moved through t h e  v i l l a g e  u n t i l  t h e y  were 
approximately  25 meters t o  t h e  f a r  s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  The 
personne l  t h a t  t h e  squad had c o l l e c t e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t hey  
c a r r i e d  them ove r  t o  L ieu tenan t  CALLEY. A t  t h i s  t ime my medic 
and I moved through and when I g o t  up t o  where L ieu tenan t  
CALLEY was t h e  men began t o  bunch up because w e  had some 
personne l  t h e r e  ga the red  up. I d i d n ' t  want anybody--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  C i v i l i a n s  you mean? 
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A.  Yes, sir.  I d i d n ' t  want something t o  happen, an ex-
plos ion  t o  go o f f  and wipe ou t  the  whole platoon.  So I immedi-
a t e l y  had t h e  men spread o u t  and move forward. We moved fo r -
ward of t h e  v i l l a g e  and r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a per imeter  on t h e  for -
ward edge of t h e  v i l l a g e .  We was out  i n  t h e  rice paddies.  
These i n  t h i s  genera l  d i r e c t i o n  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on t h e  photo) 
t o  our  immediate f r o n t  were o t h e r  s c a t t e r e d  b u i l d i n g s ,  t o  our  
f r o n t .  

Q- Now going back t o  -- wel l  f i r s t  of a l l  how long do 
you th ink  it took Char l ie  Company t o  -- t h e  1st Platoon t o  sweep 
through i t s  s e c t o r ,  and come o u t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ?  

A. Well, I ' d  guess it had taken us anywhere from ap-
proximately 4 5  minutes t o  an hour. 

Q. Now was t h e  2d Platoon keeping up with you a l l  r i g h t ?  
Could you t e l l ?  

A. They were t o  our l e f t .  The only t h i n g  t h a t  I could 
h e a r  was f i r i n g  t o  my l e f t  and judge from t h a t .  

Q. Y e s .  

A. W e  had no v i s u a l  con tac t  from t h e  1st Platoon t o  t h e  
2d Platoon due t o  t h e  heavy vege ta t ion .  

Q- Okay. Now could you t e l l  us a l i t t l e  more about what 
t h e  men d i d  as  they moved through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Did they s t o p  t o  
burn any of t h e  hootches o r  anything? 

A. No, sir. I d i d n ' t  s ee  any of t h e  members of t h e  1st 
Platoon s t o p  and burn any of t h e  hootches.  

Q They j u s t  moved through f i r i n g ?  

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q Did they encounter any r e s i s t a n c e ?  

A - , 
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  We d i d n ' t  -- I d o n ' t  t h ink  we en-

countered any r e s i s t a n c e .  
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a. I see. How d i d  they  come t o  g a t h e r  up t h e  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. W e l l  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  t hey  had -- whenever I was 
moving through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I hea rd  them. They were h o l l e r i n g  
t o  L ieu tenan t  CALLEY, and t a l k i n g  about ,  "I g o t  some over  h e r e ,  
I have some over  h e r e .  " Okay, s o  they  f i n a l l y  f i n d  him t h e r e  
i n  t h e  c e n t e r .  They knew t h a t  he was i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  ele-
ment when i t  went through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  s o  t hey  took t h e  ones 
t h a t  t hey  had and they  c a r r i e d  them t o  t h e  -- t h e r e  w a s  a l i t t l e  
road i n  t h e  forward edge of  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  and when I g o t  up t h e r e  
t h e r e  w a s  a group o f  c i v i l i a n s  t h e r e .  L i eu t enan t  CALLEY had them 
and w a s  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  them. 

Q Could you mark t h e  p o i n t  on t h e  aerial  photograph 
where t h e  c i v i l i a n s  were ga the red  as you can r e c a l l ?  

(The w i t n e s s  d i d  as r eques t ed . )  

This  was s t i l l  i n  t h e  hamlet?  

Y e s ,  s i r .  P r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  end o f  t h e  hamlet .  

A l l  r i g h t .  Could you mark t h a t  w i t h  t h e  number l? 

(The w i t n e s s  d i d  as r eques t ed . )  

Had t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  i s s u e d  some o r d e r s  about  t h e  c i v i l -
i a n s  be ing  brought  t o  him? 

A.  No, s i r .  

Q e  Why d i d  they  do t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h ey  c a r r i e d  t h e  -- u s u a l l y  whenever w e  are ou t  
on a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  mis s ion ,  o r  come i n  c o n t a c t  w i th  c i v i l i a n  
pe r sonne l ,  we t a k e  them t o  t h e  command p o s t ,  and they  c a r r i e d  
t h e i r  pe r sonne l  t h a t  t hey  had c o l l e c t e d  t o  L ieu tenan t  CALLEY. 

Q - They always d i d  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q - T e l l  m e  aga in ,  who was wi th  you keeping t h e  r e a r  se -
c u r i t y  a s  t h e  p la toon  moved through? 

A.  H i s  name was LEE, w e  always c a l l e d  h i s  Doc LEE. He 
was the  medic. 

Q 9 J u s t  t h e  medic? Anybody else wi th  you? 

A. No, sir .  H e  and I was t h e  only  ones back t h e r e .  W e  
were b r i n g i n g  up t h e  r e a r .  I d o n ' t  know h i s  f i r s t  name. A l l  I 
know i s  LEE. 

Q I unders tand t h e  p la toon  had no c a s u a l t i e s  a s  you 
moved through,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. W e l l  w e  had one man, he was ass igned  t o  company head-
q u a r t e r s .  H i s  name was CARTER. 

Q. Y e s ,  I know about CARTER but--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  That was t h e  only  casua l ty .  H e  was a 
member of  t h e  1st Platoon.  

Q- But nobody was wounded by VC f i r e  o r  h o s t i l e  f i r e ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q. Did you s e e  any wounded o r  dead c i v i l i a n s  a s  you moved 
through t h e  hamlet?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I saw approximately f i v e ,  s ir .  

Q. Would you d e s c r i b e  t h a t ,  p l e a s e ,  i f  you r e c a l l  where you 
saw them and what they  looked l i k e ?  Are you marking a p l ace  where 
you saw them? 

A. The one t h a t  I saw was approximately middle ways of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  It w a s  --
Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  you d o n ' t  have t o  mark it now. 

A. I s a w  approximately f i v e  a s  I went through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

-
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Q- Were they  a l l  i n  one p l a c e  o r  s c a t t e r e d  o u t ? ,  

A. No, sir.  S c a t t e r e d  o u t  through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q- DO you r e c a l l  whether  t hey  were men, women, o r  c h i l d r e n  
o r  what t h e y  were? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  b u t -I t h i n k  they  w e r e  m a l e  pe rsonne l .  

Q *  Did you come upon any wounded c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q- Doc LEE d i d n ' t  have any wounded t o  g i v e  f i r s t  a i d  t o  
t hen ,  I t a k e  i t ?  

A. H e  d i d n ' t  work on t h e  f i v e  t h a t  I s a w ,  sir.  

Q *  And a t  t h i s  t ime nobody s topped  t o  burn  any hootches  
o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q B  A l l  r i g h t .  Do you know where t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p repa ra t ion  
w a s  f i r e d ?  

A. Where it w a s  f i r e d ?  

Q. Where it was f i r e d .  When you s a w  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  going
i n ,  where w a s  it be ing  f i r e d ?  

A. W e l l ,  it w a s  landing--I  w a s  way up i n  t h e  he l i cop te r - -
it w a s  l and ing  down, it appeared around i n  t h i s  open a r e a  h e r e ,  
b u t  when I went t o  approach t h e  v i l l a g e  I d i d  n o t i c e  where one or  
two rounds had h i t  t h e  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e  j u s t  as w e  e n t e r e d .  

Q You say t h a t  some o f  it w a s  t hen  on t h e  wes te rn  edge 
of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  
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Q e  How many men were i n  t h e  1st Platoon? 

A. I would say approximately 28, s ir .  W e  were very low 
i n  men a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

Q. How many squads d i d  you have? 

A. Two. 

Q m  Only two squads? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. So with 28 t h a t  would have been two f a i r l y  f u l l  squads,  
then? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

You mentioned see ing  Lieutenant  CALLEY and having 
these  women and ch i ld ren  brought t o  him. About how many were 
gathered,  would you es t ima te ,  a t  t h a t  time where you made your 
mark wi th  t h e  l e t t e r  l ?  

Q e  

A. I would es t ima te  10 o r  15 ,  sir. 

Q. Ten o r  f i f t e e n ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

MR MACCRATE: Sergeant  could you es t ima te  about how f a r  t o  t h e  
r i g h t ,  t h a t  would be a c t u a l l y  t h e  south on t h e  map, w a s  t h e  
f a r t h e s t  south  t h e  men i n  your p la toon went? How f a r  south? 
You were going through t h e  southern  h a l f  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  on t h e  
r i g h t  f l ank?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. How f a r  t o  t h e  sou th ,  o r  t o  t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  of t h e  
v i l l a g e  d i d  t h e  men i n  your platoon go? 

A. . I would say they  moved c l o s e  enough t o  t h e  edge i n  
t h i s  v i c i n i t y  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  was nothing t o  t h e  r i g h t  
of them o u t  i n  t h i s  por t ion  here .  The man t h a t  w e  had on t h e  
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extreme r i g h t ,  I was unable t o  s e e  him on account of heavy 
vege ta t ion  through t h i s  a r e a  here .  Through t h i s  a r e a  he re  
where we were t r a v e l i n g .  

Q. To your knowledge, d i d  any of your men g e t  out-
s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  the  r i g h t ?  

A. Out i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies ,  s i r ,  on t h e  r i g h t ?  

Q- Yes. 

A. Not t o  my knowledge. 

10: I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  show t h e  approximate 
l o c a t i o n  where you went i n t o  your defensive per imeter  
a f t e r  you had passed through t h e  v i l l a g e  and you had 
l e f t  Lieutenant  CALLEY i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. While we were i n  t h e  same v i l l a g e ?  

Q Y e s .  You had i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had passed 
through and you were genera l ly  ou t  t o  t h e  e a s t .  Now I ' d  
l i k e  you t o  draw on your.. . .  

(Witness does a s  requested.  ) 

A. We had s c a t t e r e d  our  men. We were ou t  i n  t h e  
open s o  we were spread  out  a long d i s t ance  a p a r t  cover-
ing  a p o r t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Now would you mark a 2--put a f i g u r e  2 by your 
l a s t  l i n e  t h e r e ?  

(Witness does as  requested.  ) 

bout how long d i d  it take  you t o  g e t  t o  t h a t  
p o i n t ,  Sergeant  COWAN? 

A.  From t h e  - s t a r t i n g ,  from t h i s  p o i n t  here?  

Q - From t h e  time you en te red  the  v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  
time you reached p o i n t  2 .  J u s t  approximately. 
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A. I would say we en te red  approximately 8 o ' c lock  
l i k e  we s a i d  awhile ago. I t  took about 4 5  minutes t o  an 
hour t o  go through t h e  v i l l a g e .  Moving slow, very cau t ious ly ,  
no t  knowing what was i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  i t  took approximately 4 5  
minutes t o  an hour,  sir. 

MR WFST: From where you were on t h e  skirmish l i n e  could 
you s e e  Lieutenant  CALLEY and t h e  group of people t h a t  were 
with him? O r  had you moved on ahead? 

A. Y e s ,  sir .  Lieutenant  CALLEY was a t  t h e  forward 
edge of t h e  v i l l a g e .  Well, I d o n ' t  know t h e  d i s t a n c e  from 
t h e r e  ou t  t o  t h e  opening on t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  
he was t h e r e  and when I reached h i s  p o i n t  I moved forward 
and e s t a b l i s h e d  a per imeter  around t h e  e a s t e r n  s e c t i o n  of 
the  v i l l a g e ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you remember who was wi th  Lieutenant  CALLEY 
a t  t h i s  time? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  who was with him a t  
t h e  t ime, s ir .  

Q. Did you know h i s  RTO? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h e  RTO s i r ,  bu.t normally 
t h e  R T O ' s  move along with t h e  p la toon l e a d e r .  Anyplace 
t h a t  t h e  p la toon goes,  then t h e  RTO i s  supposed t o  be very 
c l o s e  by, s ir .  

Q. Do you know Sergeant  MITCHELL? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Did you see  him t h i s  time? 

A.  No, sir. I d i d n ' t  s e e  Sergeant  MITCHELL a t  t h i s  
t i m e .  When we moved on--when we e s t a b l i s h e d  our per imeter  
out  he re ,  Sergegnt MITCHELL'S squad had been opera t ing  on 
t h e  extreme r i g h t  f l ank  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and Sergeant  BACON'S 
squad was opera t ing  on t h e  l e f t  f l ank  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  When-
e v e r  we moved forward and e s t a b l i s h e d  our  l i n e ,  I guess it 
was approximately 200  meters o r  maybe more ac ross  i n  t h i s  
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pe r ime te r  h e r e ,  t h a t  w e  were se t  up h e r e ,  s o  I was on t h e  
extreme l e f t  f l a n k  up i n  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  
l e f t  end of t h e  p e r i m e t e r  l i n e ) .  Sergeant  MITCHELL w a s  
around on t h i s  s i d e .  I was unable  t o  s e e  Se rgean t  MITCHELL 
a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

Q - I see. But h i s  squad was on t h e  r i g h t  h a l f  o f  
t h e  pe r ime te r  I t a k e  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

MR MACCRATE: Did bo th  squads come o u t  i n t o  t h e  pe r ime te r?  

A. We had members of bo th  of  t h e  squads up occupy-
i n g  t h e  pe r ime te r ,  bo th  squads when they  moved forward,  t h e  
t h i r d  squad was on t h e  r i g h t  and t h e  o t h e r  squad was on t h e  
l e f t ,  i n  a p e r i m e t e r  s t r e t c h e d  around t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Was t h e r e  a p o r t i o n  of  each squad t h a t  remained 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I f  anyone s t a y e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  it was probably 
t h e  RTO pe r sonne l ,  s ir .  

MR WEST: This  w a s  Se rgean t  BACON t h a t  had t h e  second squad? 

A. Se rgean t  BACON w a s  on t h e  extreme l e f t .  

Q - Y e s .  I thought  you s a i d  BAKER a l i t t l e  wh i l e  
ago. 

A. BACON. W e  were minus one squad you see on ac-
count  o f  w e  d i d  n o t  have t h e  personne l .  

Q . How about  a Se rgean t  BUCHANON? 

A. Se rgean t  BUCHANON w a s  t h e  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t  o f  
t h e  2d P la toon ,  s ir .  

Q. I s e e ,  and they  were over  on your  l e f t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Do you know what happened t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  
L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY was t a l k i n g  t o ?  
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A.  W e l l ,  whi le  w e  w e r e  o u t  i n  t h i s  per imeter  a h e l i -
c o p t e r  landed--one of t h e ,  I c a l l  them t h e  bubbletops.  I t  
was p i l o t e d  by a major,  and I unders tand t h a t  he t a l k e d  t o  
Lieu tenant  CALLEY. H e  was some d i s t a n c e  from where I was, 
maybe 1 0 0  meters o r  more, and he t o l d  Lieu tenant  CALLEY 
t h a t  he was i n  charge o f  g e t t i n g  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  o u t  of t h a t  
a rea .  I n  a few minutes he l e f t .  A few minutes l a t e r  
another  h e l i c o p t e r  came i n  and he picked up t h e  c i v i l i a n s  
and c a r r i e d  them back t o  t h e  r e a r  and dumped them on t h e  
main road to our  r e a r ,  o u t  of t h e  a r e a  t h a t  we were oper-
a t i n g  i n .  

Q* Could you mark on t h e  photograph where t h e  
bubble top  landed? 

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  reques ted .  ) 

Q - The next  number i s  3 i s n ' t  i t ?  

A.  Three,  y e s ,  sir.  

Q. You were way over  on t h e  l e f t  f l a n k ,  b u t  you 
could see a l r i g h t  ac ross  t h e  rice paddies .  

A. H e  w a s  i n  t h e  rice paddies .  You could see t h e  
i x o  of them t a l k i n g ,  s ir .  

9 - I wonder i f  you could mark about where Sergeant  
MITCHELL was a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  i f  you know? 

A.  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y .  

Q A t  l e a s t  where he was supposed t o  be? 

A. H e  had members t h a t  w e r e  s i t t i n g  from--he was 
t a k i n g  up approximately h a l f  of t h e  pe r ime te r  from h e r e  
back around t o  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q - I see. W e l l ,  he would be somewhere a long t h e  
r i g h t  s e c t o r  of  t h e  per imeter?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q. I see .  Now t h e  other-- the s h i p s  t h a t  came i n  and 
picked up t h e  c i v i l i a n s ,  where d i d  they land? Was it about 
t h e  same p lace  as  the  bubbletop or--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  The o t h e r  s h i p  t h a t  picked t h e  c i -  
v i l i a n s ,  he came o u t  and landed o u t  i n  f r o n t  of our  p o s i t i o n .  
H e  landed i n  f r o n t  of t h e  per imeter .  

Q. Would you mark t h a t  with a number? I guess 4 i s  
t h e  next  one. 

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  requested.)  

A. Out i n  t h i s  a r e a  he re .  

Q. Yes, then can you t e l l  us about how t h e  c i v i l i a n s  
got  out  t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t h e r e ?  

A. They c a r r i e d  them up t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  s ir ,  and 
p u t  them on t h e  chopper. 

Q. They walked up t h e r e  d id  they? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q - Who were they? Was t h e r e  anybody with them t h a t  
you knew o r  recognized? 

A. Someone c a r r i e d  them. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  who c a r r i e d  
them and put  them on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q - Was it a p i l o t  o r - - .  

A. (1nterpos.ing) No, sir. 

Q. Was it one of t h e  members of t h e  company? 

A. I would say one of t h e  members- of t h e  p l a t o o n  pu t  
them on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  j u s t  who I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  

Q- D i d  I understand you t o  say t h e r e  was two t r i p s  
f o r  t h i s ?  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 
* 

Q - W a s  this a gunship? 

A. No, s ir .  I t  was, I guess you c a l l  them Hueys. I t  
was a Huey. 

Q. I Okay. I t  wasn ' t  l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  h e l i c o p t e r  was i t ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q - Could you f i x  a t i m e  about when t h i s  took p l a c e ,  
Sergeant  COWAN? 

A. I would only be guess ing ,  s i r .  

Q. W e l l  t o  t h e  b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  w e  unders tand.  


MR MACCRATE: Maybe w e  could go back a moment? 


MR WEST: A l l  r i g h t .  


MR MACCRATE: You l e f t  Lieutenant,CALLEY i n s i d e  the v i l l a g e ?  


A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - ' . A s  you came o u t  t o  pe r ime te r  t hen ,  it must have 
been a f t e r  t h e  passage of  some t i m e  t h a t  you saw him out -  
s i d e  a t  t h e  p o i n t  you've i d e n t i f i e d  wi th  t h i s  number 3 .  
About how long a pe r iod  of t i m e  would it have been between 
t h e  t i m e  you saw him i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e  t i m e  you saw 
him o u t s i d e ?  

A.  I would. say  approximately 10 o  'clock.  

10: L e t  m e  ask you a couple  o f  t h i n g s  h e r e ,  Sergeant  
COWAN? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. . Did you s e e  t h e  p i l o t  g e t  o u t  and t a l k  t o  anybody 
a t  t h a t  t ime? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q - Who d i d  he  t a l k  t o ?  

A .  Lieu tenan t  CALLEY, sir .  

Q You're s u r e ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h a t  he t a l k e d  t o  
L ieu tenan t  CALLEY a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q - Do you know whether  he t a l k e d  t o  Se rgean t  MITCHELL 
o r  n o t  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q - You d i d n ' t  see him t a l k  t o  Se rgean t  MITCHELL? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. L a t e r  on ,  d i d  you s e e  t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r  a g a i n ,  t h e  
H - 2 3 ,  l e ave  t h i s  a r e a  and aga in  l and  o u t  i n  t h i s  area, and 
might he have t a l k e d  t o  somebody? 

A. The n e x t  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  landed i n  t h a t  a r e a  was 
t h e  one t h a t  p icked  up t h o s e  c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  t hey  p u t  on t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r ,  s ir .  

Q. Y e s .  Had you seen  t h e  people  t h a t  came t o  t h i s  
p o i n t ?  How d i d  they  g e t  t h e r e ?  

A. They walked, s i r .  

Q - Where d i d  t h e  walk from? 

A. They came from t h i s  a r e a  over  h e r e  t o  t h e  h e l i -
c o p t e r  ( i n d i c a t i n g  a r e a  on E x h i b i t  P-54). 

Q Were t h e y  walking o r  running o r  what w e r e  t hey  
doing? 

A. Walking, sir.  
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, 	 Q *  Were t h e s e  t h e  same people t h a t  Lieutenant  CALLEY 
had had? 

A. Could have b ten ,  s ir .  


Q - Did you recognize any of them? 

* 

A.  They were c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  were put  on t h e  hel icop-  
t e r .  

MR MACCRATE: Did you say t h a t  you saw Lieutenant  CALLEY 

t a l k i n g  t o  a  major o r  d i d  you h e a r  t h a t  it was a  major? 


A .  I saw him t a l k  t o  t h e  p i l o t .  


Q- So it w a s  j u s t  a  p i l o t ?  


A. Yes, s ir .  


Q- I understand. 


' A. 	 And he t o l d  me t h a t  it was a  major. 

Q- .When d i d  he t e l l  you t h a t  it was a major? 

A. This was when he was--when he moved o u t  of the  
v i l l a g e  a f t e r  t h e  p i l o t ,  a f t e r  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  had gone. 
He came around on the  l i n e .  I asked who was t h e  one i n  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r ,  and he t o l d  me it was t h e  major. 

10: Did you have any o t h e r  conversa t ion  about 

t h i s ?  Wasn't i t  s o r t  of s t r ange  f o r  a  h e l i c o p t e r  t o  

come down l i k e  t h a t ?  


A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  H e  t o l d  me t h a t  t h e  major was re- 

p o r t i n g  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  of t h e  My Lai ( 4 )  opera t ion .  


Q- What was he repor t ing?  What d i d  you v i s u a l i z e  
he was r e p o r t i n g ?  

A. W e l l  he t o l d  me--he d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  me any more. 
H e  s a i d  he would t a l k  t o  me l a t e r ,  and he l e f t  and went 
back over  t o  h i s  p o s i t i o n .  
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MR MACCRATE: Where was h i s  p o s i t i o n  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. He was somewhere w i t h  h i s  CP, s i r ,  s l i g h t l y  t o  
t h e  r e a r  of t h e  per imeter  t h a t  we had s e t  up. 

Q ,Along t h e  edge of the--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Approximately, p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  
l o c a t i o n  where t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  landed. 

10: Did you ever  s e e  a  s t a c k  of bodies  i n  t h e  s e c t o r  
of t h e  1st Platoon? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Did you ever  see  a d i t c h  t h a t  had a  l a r g e  number of 
bodies i n  it o r  people t h a t  were i n  a  d i t c h ?  

A. We crossed  a d i t c h  when we went up i n t o  our  per imeter .  
I t  was a  d i t c h  running down across  p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q To t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q- Would you p o i n t  t o  the--would t h i s  be the  d i t c h  t h a t  
you a re  r e f e r r i n g  t o  i n  t h i s  a r e a  around t h e  per imeter?  

A. Well I wouldn ' t - - i t  could have Seen very c l o s e  t o  the  
edge, r i g h t  ou t s ide  t h e  v i l l a g e  and we--I c rossed  t h e  d i t c h  on 
t h e  upper p o r t i o n  here  a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

MR WEST: Could you put  a number on t h e  d i t c h  about where you 
th ink  it was? I t  w i l l  be number 5 ,  I th ink .  

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d . )  

10: Well t h a t  d i t c h  wasn ' t  j u s t  i n  one s p o t  then ,  Sergeant 
COWAN. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I t  was along h e r e ,  s i r .  

Q. You had a l s o  crossed a  d i t c h  on t h e  f a r  s i d e  over  
here  s o  you had a  d i t c h ,  a c t u a l l y  had a  d i t c h  p r e t t y  wel l  around 
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t h e  ' v i l l a g e .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  the  r i g h t  p o r t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e  nor th  
of h e r e ,  sir. 

Q. But you d i d  have a d i t c h  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  you en-
t e r e d  and i n  the  a r e a  t h a t  you exited?,  

A. I t  w a s  a bank l i k e  t h a t  we went up a t  t h e  f i r s t  
p o r t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  And on t h e  o t h e r ,  on t h e  forward 
edge, it was a d i t c h .  

MR WEST: It was j u s t  a r e g u l a r  d i t c h ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  An i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h .  

Q Did you see  any bodies  i n  t h a t  d i t c h ?  

A.  No, sir.  

Q o  These f i v e  people t h a t  you s a i d  you saw, these  
f i v e  bodies  back i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  you s e e  any of these  
people shot?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. You d o n ' t  know how they  were k i l l e d  then? 

A. No, sir. The only t h i n g  t h a t  I saw was t h e  
bodies  when I came through t h e  v i i l a g e ,  sir.  

Q Did you see  anybody s h o t  t h a t  day? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- Would you desc r ibe  t h a t  p lease?  

A. Yes, sir. When we f i r s t  s t a r t e d  t o  move o f f  
t h e  LZ where we had landed t h e r e  was a l a r g e  bomb c r a t e r  
t h e r e  on t h e  LZ, t he  landing  zone, and we had t o  move i n  
t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h i s  c r a t e r .  When we were moving o u t  
we was f i r i n g ,  and i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c r a t e r  something 
jumped ou t  of t h e  c r a t e r  h o l l e r i n g  and he was i n s t a n t l y  
sho t .  

39 APP T-25 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

You say  someone jumped o u t  of t h e  c r a t e r ?  

Y e s ,  s ir .  

Who w a s  i t ?  

I t  w a s  a man. 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I suspec t ed  him o f  be ing  one o f  t h e  
members of t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n .  

Q- How w a s  he d re s sed?  

A. H e  had on b l ack  pajamas. 

Q Did you s e e  any m i l i t a r y  equipment? 

A. No, sir.  We d i d n ' t  check a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  W e  had 
a s e a r c h  team t h a t  was supposed t o  move t o  t h e  r e a r ,  and w e  
were p r i m a r i l y  concerned i n  g e t t i n g  o f f  of  t h e  l a n d i n g  zone 
and i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  s o  t h a t  we could have some cove r ,  s ir .  

Q Did you s e e  any 'houses  burn ing  i n  My La i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- When d i d  t h i s  t a k e  p l a c e ?  

A. Th is  w a s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  wh i l e  w e  were o u t  i n  t h e  
forward edge of  o u r  assembly are.a. 

Q. There was no burn ing  u n t i l  a f t e r  you had g o t t e n
a l l  t h e  way th rough ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

Y e s ,  s ir .  

Who was doing t h e  burn ing?  

A. I unders tand  it w a s  e lements  of  t h e  3d P la toon .  

Q The 3d P la toon .  Did you see any l i v e s t o c k  k i l l e d ,  
any cows, ch i ckens ,  p i g s ,  water b u f f a l o ?  
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A.  I saw some t h a t  was k i l l e d  when I went through the  
v i l l a g e ,  s ir .  

2-
c o r r e c t ?  

I see .  Well you d i d  see  dead l i v e s t o c k ,  i s  that 

Yes, s ir .  

Q- Did your men k i l l  any l i v e s t o c k ?  

A. They were i n  f r o n t  of me, sir.  I was t o  t h e  r e a r  
f o r  r e a r  s e c u r i t y ,  and when I came along through t h e  v i l l a g e  
t h e  l i v e s t o c k  was dead. I d i d n ' t  s ee  any of  it k i l l e d .  

Q. Did they have o rde r s  t o  k i l l  t h e  l ives tock?  Did 
your men have o rde r s  t o  k i l l  t h e  l i v e s t o c k ?  

A. They had orders  t o  k i l l  every th ing  l i k e  t h a t  and 
t o  c u t  down anything t h a t  produced food. So they could have 
taken i n t o  cons ide ra t ion  t h a t  t h i s  was something t h a t  was 
producing food. 

10: While you were ou t  i.n your per imeter  defense 100 t o  
150 t o  200 meters beyond t h e  v i l l a g e ,  Sergeant  COWAN, did  you , 

hear  any l a r g e  volume of f r i e n d l y  f i r e ,  e i t h e r  semiautomatic 
o r  automatic f i r e ?  

A. No automatic f i r e ,  s ir .  While we were s t i l l  i n  
t h e  per imeter ,  s i r ,  we were s t i l l  popping a few rounds down 
range. The platoon t o  our  l e f t  was s t i l l  f i r i n g ,  which was 
the 2d Platoon. We were f i r i n g ,  t o o ,  a t  suspected enemy 
t a r g e t s  t o  our  f r o n t .  

Q . I f  t h e r e  had been any l a r g e  volume of f i r e  t o  
your r e a r  100 t o  150 meters ,  do you expect  t h a t  you would've 
heard i t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

MR MACCRATE: What were you f i r i n g  a t  while you w e r e  on  
the perimeter?  

A. Suspected enemy t a r g e t s ,  sir.  Bushes anywhere 
that an enemy could be ,  anything t h a t  looked l i k e  where 
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an enemy s o l d i e r  could be. Every now and then  w e  would f i r e  
a round i n t o  t h e s e  a r e a s .  

Q - But you were g e t t i n g  no r e t u r n  f i r e ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q And you h a d n ' t  had any r e t u r n  f i r e  s i n c e  t h e  re-
p o r t  of some on t h e  l e f t  f l ank  very e a r l y  i n  t h e  move 
through t h e  c i ty-- through t h e  v i l l a g e .  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

10: Was your second squad on t h e  l e f t  f i r i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  They were f i r i n g  a few rounds. 

MR WEST: Did your p la toon  t a k e  any p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  W e  d id .  

Q W i l l  you t e l l  us about t h a t  p l ease?  I mean up
u n t i l  t h i s  t i m e  now which would be about 10 o ' c lock .  

A. W e l l ,  w e  had some .p r i sone r s .  Whenever w e  g o t  
ready t o  l eave  from t h i s  l o c a t i o n  w e  c a r r i e d  some pr i son-
ers wi th  us t o  t h e  a r e a  where w e  s t ayed  f o r  t h a t  n i g h t .  
We c a r r i e d  some along wi th  us.  

Q - How many? 

A. I would say  approximately e i g h t  t o  t e n ,  sir. 

Q - What w e r e  they? Could you descr ib ,e  them? 

A. Mostly male. Male personnel .  I do know t h a t  w e  
had a lady along wi th  us .  She had a baby wi th  h e r .  

Q - A r e  you s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  was a t  t h i s  -time? 

A. When w e  moved o u t  from t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  w e  was i n ?  

Q - Y e s .  
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A. For t h e  night--we c a r r i e d  some wi th  u s ,  y e s ,  s ir .  

Q o  
 Bid you have t h e  p r i s o n e r s  w i th  you a t  t h e  t i m e  
j o u  formed t h e  pe r ime te r  h e r e  around 10 o ' c l o c k ,  o r  d i d  
you p i c k  them up l a t e r  on? 

A. W e l l ,  whenever we g o t  ready t o  move o u t  w e  had 
t h e  p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  we had c o l l e c t e d  up around t h e  pe r ime te r .  

MR MACCRATE: When t h e  Huey landed--made two l and ings  a s  I 
unders tand--before  it landed d i d  you pas s  an o r d e r  t o  cease  
f i r i n g  t o  t h e  members o f  your p l a toon?  

A. Before  t h e  Huey landed o u t  i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  p e r i -  
meter?  

Q - Y e s .  

A. W e l l ,  whenever we'd see a h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g ,  s i r ,  
w e  would know n o t  t o  f i r e  because i t ' s  a f r i e n d l y  wanting t o  
come i n .  

Q- O r d i n a r i l y  a f r i e n d l y  h e l i c o p t e r  d o e s n ' t  j u s t  come 
down i n  f r o n t  of your l i n e  of  f i r e  does i t ?  

A. Not normal ly ,  s ir .  

Q • This  i s  a l i t t l e  unusual  i s  it n o t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  and we know-- 

Q* ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  And what d i d  you do t h a t  made s u r e  
it w a s n ' t  f i r e d  on? 

A. I h o l l e r e d  cease  f i r i n g  and everybody s topped 
f i r i n g .  

Q - And had you r ece ived  any o r d e r s  from L ieu tenan t  
CALLEY b e f o r e  you passed t h e  cease  f i r e  o r d e r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether he had t o  g i v e  t h e  o r d e r  
l i k e  t h i s  o r  n o t ,  s i r .  I t  i s  something t h a t  would come 
au tomat ic  i n  a s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h i s .  I f  you see a h e l i c o p t e r  
t h a t ' s  l and ing ,  you know who it i s  and you would normally 
just t e l l  your  people  t o  s t o p  f i r i n g .  
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Q W e l l ,  I t h i n k  i f  I was i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  I would 
want you t o  cease  f i r e  b e f o r e  I came down and would n o t  rest 
t o o  much on f a i t h  t h a t  you would. I wondered i f  a word w a s  
n o t  passed about  ceas ing  f i r e  b e f o r e  he came down. 

A. That w a s  something unusual  t h a t  he landed  out-
s i d e  t h e  pe r ime te r .  He landed o u t s i d e  t h e  pe r ime te r .  

Q But you have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of anyone p a s s i n g  
an o r d e r  t o  you which you passed on t o  cease f i r e  b e f o r e  
he came down? 

A. People  normally would s t o p  even i f  he d i d  l and  
o u t  i n  an a r e a  l i k e  t h i s .  They know who it i s  and t h e y  
would s t o p  f i r i n g .  

MR WEST: L e t ' s  go back a l i t t l e .  When you- -a f te r  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r s  had gone and you spoke t o  L ieu tenan t  CALLEY, 
d i d  he i nd i ca t e - -d id  he r e a l l y  e x p l a i n  why t h e  he l i cop -
ters had landed?  

A. He t o l d  m e  about t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  H e  w a s  t h e  
one i n  charge of  t a k i n g  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  o r  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  
back t o  t h e  r e a r .  So when he l e f t  approximately 1 0  o r  
15  minutes l a t e r  t h e  o t h e r  h e l i c o p t e r  came o u t  and he 
landed o u t  t h e r e ,  and they  loaded t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s  on to  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  H e  l e f t  and c a r r i e d  them and dropped 
them o f f  somewhere t o  t h e  r e a r  and r e t u r n e d  aga in .  

Q. These w e r e n ' t  p r i s o n e r s  were t hey?  

A. They were j u s t  c i v i l i a n s ,  sir.  

Q W e l l  would you d e s c r i b e  them, were t h e y  men, 
women, c h i l d r e n ?  

A. They w e r e  mostly women and c h i l d r e n ,  sir. 

Q s  Any men a t  a l l ?  

A. No, s i r ,  women and c h i l d r e n .  We c a r r i e d  t h e  
male pe r sonne l  t h a t  w e  had a long  w i t h  us.  

Q - Do you remember s e e i n g  any i n  a cave a t  t h a t  
t i m e ,  Se rgean t  COWAN? 
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A. I n  a cave? 

Q. I n  a cave. Out i n  f r o n t  of you? 

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  see ing  anyone i n  a cave. 

10: Do you remember a group of what might be r e f e r r e d  
t o  a s  h u t s  o r  hootches t h e r e ,  t h a t  t h e s e  people were going 
toward? 

A. Forward of our  per imeter ,  s i r ?  

Q Yes, where--

A. ( In terpos ing)  Well, t h e r e  was a few s c a t t e r e d  
hootches o u t  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  see ing  any personnel  
o u t  i n  those hootches.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  see ing  anyone o u t  
i n  those hootches t o  our  f r o n t ,  which was i n  t h e  e a s t  of 
our  l o c a t i o n .  

Q- Sergeant  COWAN, you had your people t h e r e .  They 
were on t h i s  per imeter  and they were f i r i n g  o u t  t h e r e .  
Could t h e s e  people t h a t  were heading i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  
where the  h e l i c o p t e r  even tua l ly  picked them up have been 
pushed along t h e i r  way by--moved r a p i d l y  because of t h e  
f i r i n g  t h a t  was coming from t h e  squad o r  squads? 

A. Are you speaking of t h e  ones t h a t  we put  on t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r ,  s i r ?  

Q *  Yes. 

A. Well, when t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s  were put  on t h e  h e l i -
cop te r  t h e r e  was no f i r i n g  a t  t h i s  t i m e  because t h e  hel icop-
t e r  landed ou t  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  per imeter .  

Q - I mean before  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  landed. That i s  
what I am r e f e r r i n g  t o .  

A. I d i d n ' t  q u i t e  understand your ques t ion .  

Q *  The people had been coming ou t  of t h i s  a r e a  to-
ward t h i s  genera l  a r e a  where t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  landed, and 
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your  people  were t o  t h e  wes t  of them and had been f i r i n g  o u t  
i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. My q u e s t i o n ,  t h e n ,  i s  i f  t h i s  f i r i n g  had d r i v e n  
t h e s e  people  toward t h i s  a r e a  where t hey  were e v e n t u a l l y  
p icked  up by t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. They d i d n ' t  come from i n  f r o n t  o f  us ,  sir. 

Q. Y e s .  

A. The pe r sonne l  t h a t  g o t  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  t hey  
d i d n ' t  come from t h e r e ,  s i r .  They came from t h e  r e a r .  
They was loaded on by some of  t h e  personne l  w i t h i n  t h e  
p la toon .  

MR WEST: Well, I b e l i e v e  t h a t  you s a i d  L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY 
t o l d  you t h a t  t h e  major t h r e a t e n e d  t o  r e p o r t  something. Is 
t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. L i eu t enan t  CALLEY t o l d  me t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
was be ing  under i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

9- Did he  e x p l a i n  what he  meant by t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  he d i d n ' t  have t ime t o ,  he  s a i d .  I 
d o n ' t  know why he  s a i d  it b u t  he sa id--  

Q- ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Did he s ay  anyth ing  about  whether 
t h e  p i l o t  was going t o  r e p o r t  t h e  k i l l i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s ?  Do 
you remember, d i d  he say  anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. H e  t o l d  me t h a t  he w a s  going t o  r e p o r t  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n ,  sir.  

Q. And d i d n ' t  e x p l a i n  f u r t h e r ?  

A. No, s i r ,  

Q - Okay. Did you see any Nat iona l  P o l i c e  t h a t  day,  
ARVN police? 
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A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I d i d .  

8. Would you d e s c r i b e  that p lease?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  W e  had a Na t iona l  P o l i c e  a long  wi th  us 
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day. They w a s  moving wi th  t h e  command p o s t .  
When we r e c e i v e d  word t o  move from t h e  l o c a t i o n  t h a t  w e  
w e r e  i n ,  w e  moved t o  a pe r ime te r  where w e  were going t o  s t a y  
f o r  t h e  n i g h t ,  which was forward of t h i s  a r e a .  

Q Is it o f f  t h e  map do  you t h i n k ?  

(The w i t n e s s  examined t h e  map.) 

L e t  t h e  r eco rd  show t h a t  Se rgean t  COWAN i s  looking  
a t  E x h i b i t  MAP-4. 

Do you want t o  r e f e r  t o  t h e  map on t h e  w a l l ,  
Se rgean t  COWAN, MAP-l? 

A. These maps have d i f f e r e n t  scales. 

Q- Yes. There i s  a l a r g e  scale map (MAP-1) on the 
w a l l .  Maybe t h a t  w i l l  h e l p  you. 

(The w i t n e s s  examined MAP-1.) 

A l l  r i g h t ,  Se rgean t  COWAN, can you p o i n t  o u t  
t h e  p l a c e  on t h e  b i g  map? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. Our p e r i m e t e r  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h e  
forward edge of t h i s  a r e a  h e r e ,  t h i s  be ing  My L a i  ( 4 )  . 
Q- Would you g i v e  us a coo rd ina t e  t h e r e  approximately?
Is t h a t  about  720790? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q That  w a s  your p e r i m e t e r  about  720790? 

A. But we moved from t h i s  p o i n t .  W e  moved i n  an 
eas tward  d i r e c t i o n  t o  approximately  t h i s  area h e r e .  Then 
w e  l i n k e d  up t h e r e  w i t h  ano the r  e lement ,  a f r i e n d l y  e lement ,  
which was--
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Q - ( In terpos ing)  That was your o b j e c t i v e ?  

A. I th ink  our  o b j e c t i v e  was t o  go i n t o  P i n k v i l l e ,  
b u t  due t o  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of t h e  personnel  t h a t  we had 
they t o l d  us t h a t  t h e  VC's had moved ou t  of P i n k v i l l e .  
They had moved out  of t h a t  a r e a .  We d i d  n o t  go a l l  t h e  
way i n t o  P i n k v i l l e  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day. W e  h e l d  up here .  
We l inked  up wi th  another  element which was Bravo Company. 
I be l i eve  it was. We t i e d  i n  with Bravo Company. 

Q- You laagered  i n  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, sir. we' s t ayed  t h e r e  f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  

Q YOU were going t o  t e l l  us about t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce ,  
Sergeant COWAN? 

A. Yes, s ir .  While we were i n  t h i s  a r e a  he re  w e  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  T h a t ' s  t h e  a rea  marked O B J  on MAP-l? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Okay. 

A. While we were i n  t h a t  a r e a  we e s t a b l i s h e d  a per-
imeter .  The two companies t i e d  i n  t o g e t h e r  so.we would have 
al l -around s e c u r i t y .  There we s tayed f o r  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  
n igh t .  I n  t h e  cen te r  p o r t i o n  of the  per imeter  we had t h e  
command p o s t ,  and each p la toon had d i f f e r e n t  command p o s t  
depending on t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  platoon.  I would say t h a t  
the  1st  Platoon was h e r e  on t h e  extreme r i g h t ,  t i e d  i n  with 
t h e  s i s t e r  element,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  it was Bravo Company, 
and extended back around and l inked  up with t h e  2d Platoon 
f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  I n  t h e  per imeter  t h e  command pos t  was some-
where nea r  t h i s  v i c i n i t y  o r  t h i s  loca t ion .  Our CP w a s  
l oca ted  approximately 50 meters from the  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  
command p o s t  s o  we were c l o s e  t o  our  platoon a rea .  

I0: I thfnk a t  t h i s  t i m e  we w i l l  t ake  a s h o r t  r ecess .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1 7 4 4  hours ,  18  December 
1969.) 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1757 hour s ,  18 De-
cember 1969.)  

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named persons  are p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, COL WILSON, and MAJ LYNN. 

10: Se rgean t  COWAN, you were t a l k i n g  about  t h e  Na t iona l  
P o l i c e  i n  t h e  area where you l a a g e r e d  down f o r  t h e  n i g h t  w i th  
~ / 4 / 3 .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - The Na t iona l  P o l i c e  w e r e  t h e r e ,  is  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Had you seen  them b e f o r e  w i t h  C/1/20? 

A. I s a w  them on t h e  LZ p r i o r  t o  l e a v i n g  o u t  t h a t  
morning, s ir .  

Q. From LZ Do t t i e?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q q  Had you seen  them w i t h  C h a r l i e  Company though, 
th roughout  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A .  No, sir.  I d i d  n o t  see them any more, 

Q - Would it be p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t hey  accompanied B / 4 / 3  
or  la ter  w e r e  flown t o  t h e  area where you l a a g e r e d  i n  t h a t  
evening? 

A.  S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  where Bravo Company w a s ,  b u t  
t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  were t h e r e  t h a t  morning. 

Q The p o i n t  t h a t  I j u s t  want t o  c l a r i f y  i s  whether 
o r  n o t  you w e r e  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  had  accompan-
ied C/1/20 through My L a i  ( 4 )  and on up t o  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a ,  
ox whether  your  f i r s t  s e e i n g  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e ,  a f t e r  you 
had seen  them a t  D o t t i e ,  w a s  i n  your n i g h t  l a a g e r  a r e a ?  
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I saw. them i n  t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r  a r e a  t o o ,  sir. 

Q. How they g o t  t h e r e  you d o n ' t  know. Would t h a t  
be a c o r r e c t  answer? 

A. Yes, sir. 

MR WEST: What d id  you observe the  Nat ional  Po l i ce  doing 
a t  t h i s  time. 

(LTC MAHAFFEY en te red  the  hear ing  room.) 

A. Well, s i r ,  while we was i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  t h e  
p r i soners  t h a t  we had were taken t o  t h e  command p o s t .  I n  
t h e  command p o s t  they had t h e  p r i soners  t h e r e  from our  
u n i t  and they were t h e r e  from Bravo a l s o .  They had t h e  
p r i soners  i n  one c e n t e r  l o c a t i o n  approximately 25 t o  35 
meters away from t h e  command p o s t .  The National  Po l i ce  
were back t h e r e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  the  p r i soners  t h a t  we had. 

Q. Did you n o t i c e  anything unusual about t h e i r  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of t h e  p r i soners?  

A. A t  t h i s  time we were e s t a b l i s h i n g  our  p la toon 
CP. We were digging foxholes ,  preparing f o r  t h e  n i g h t ,  
and t h e  National Po l i ce  brought one of the  PW's over  
approximately 25 meters from my l o c a t i o n  and was t a l k i n g  
t o  one of t h e  PW's. I d o n ' t  know what he was saying 
because I d i d n ' t  l e a r n  any of t h e  language they speak. 
H e  was t a l k i n g  t o  him and a l l  of a sudden, "bang," he 
s h o t  t h e  man. 

Q. You saw him shoot  t h e  man? 

A. yes ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you know t h e  name of t h e  Nat ional  Policeman? 

A. No, sir.  I don ' t .  

8 .  Going back a l i t t l e  bit before  t h i s  t ime,  when 
you were back around My Lai ( 4 )  , I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  
how many c i v i l i a n s  were gathered up--you s a i d  were gathered 
up and turned over  t o  Lieutenant  CALLEY, was t h i s  about 
1 2 ,  15 ,  o r  203 
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A. Approximately 1 0  t o  15  were t u r n e d  over  t o  Lieu-
t e n a n t  CALLEY, s ir .  

Q- . A l l  r i g h t .  . W e  had Se rgean t  BACON t e s t i f y  f o r  us 
t h e  o t h e r  day,  and he r e p o r t e d  t u r n i n g  ove r  about 30 c i v i l -
i a n s  t o  Capta in  MEDINA. D o  you know i f  t h i s  w a s  a d i f f e r e n t  
group? 

A. To Captain  MEDINA, s i r ?  

Q - I mean t o  L ieu tenan t  CALLEY, I ' m  s o r r y .  He s e n t  
two men of  h i s  squad t o  t a k e  about  30 people  over  t o  Lieu-
t e n a n t  CALLEY . 
A. When I saw L ieu tenan t  CALLEY he had approximately 
10 t o  15 t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  know whether Se rgean t  BACON went t o  
him a f t e r  I saw L ieu tenan t  CALLEY o r  n o t .  

Q - You d o n ' t  know about  t h a t  group o f  people  i f  t h e r e  
w a s  such a group? 

A. N o ,  sir.  

Q. Okay. A f t e r  you had gone th rough  t h e  v i l l a g e  d i d  
you r e c e i v e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  from L ieu tenan t  CALLEY t o  s t o p  
t h e  k i l l i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Do you remember about  when t h i s  was? 

A. W e l l ,  w e  was on t h e  p e r i m e t e r  t h e r e  whenever I 
t a l k e d  t o  L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY. H e  t o l d  us  t o  s t o p  t h e  
shoot ing .  

Q I see. Was t h a t  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  t h e  bubble-
t o p  h e l i c o p t e r  came i n ,  and t h e  Huey? 

A. I t  w a s  a f t e r  t h e  bubble top  job came i n .  

Q- D o  you remember about  how long  a f t e rwards?  

A. W e l l ,  immediately a f t e r  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  l e f t  
he  moved back o u t  on t h e  p e r i m e t e r .  And he came a long  
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t o  my loca t ion .  I asked him--he t o l d  me t h a t  they were re-
p o r t i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t  of t h e  My Lai  opera t ion  and they  t o l d  
us  t o  s t o p  a l l  t h i s  shoot ing.  

Q. I see. That was about t h e  same time. Did he 
say s t o p  t h e  shoot ing  o r  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g ?  

A. H e  s a i d  s t o p  t h e  shoot ing ,  sir. 

Q Stop t h e  shoot ing? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Do you know why he happened t o  do t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  o t h e r  than  he s a i d  t h e  My Lai ( 4 )  op-
e r a t i o n  was--that he was r e p o r t i n g  the  i n c i d e n t  of  t h e  My 
L a i  (-4) opera t ion .  

Q You d i d n ' t  r e l a t e  t h i s  t o  any message t h a t  you 
g o t  on t h e  r ad io?  

A. I d i d n ' t  have a r a d i o ,  sir. He had t h e  command 
rad io .  

Q - I see .  You d o n ' t  know whether he g o t  a message 
o r  not?  

A. No, sir. 

Q With re fe rence  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  op-
e r a t i o n  d i d  Lieutenant  CALLEY o r  Captain MEDINA ever  t a l k  
t o  you about t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q A t  t h i s  t ime d i d  they t a l k  t o  you, f o r  example,
and say t h e r e  is an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on and t h a t  you had 
b e t t e r  no t  t a l k  about it as long as  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  
going on? . 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anyone saying anything about in-
v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  s i r ,  a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion  was over.  
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Q- There has been some testimony t h a t  t h e  company was 
called t o g e t h e r  and Captain MEDINA spoke t o  t h e  company and 
s a i d ,  "Now our  opera t ion  a t  My Lai ( 4 )  f s  going t o  be inves-
t i g a t e d .  We'd b e t t e r  j u s t  n o t  t a l k  about it among yourselves 
or t o  o t h e r s  whi le  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  going on." You d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  that? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  No, s ir .  

Q- Did anyone ever  come around and t a l k  t o  you about 
t h e  opera t ion  a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A. Whenever we were CA1d out  of t h a t  a r e a ,  l e t  me f i g -
ure t h e  d a t e  t h a t  w e  l e f t  out  of t h a t  a rea .  

Q- All r i g h t .  

A. I th ink  we l e f t  out  on t h e  day of  t h e  17th  going 
back t o  Dot t i e ,  I th ink  it was t h e  17 th .  

Q- Could it have been t h e  18th? 

A. Let  me s e e  where we moved t o .  

Q- Well t o  r e f r e s h  your memory, a f t e r  you laagered 
overnight  wi th  B / 4 / 3 ,  d i d n ' t  you move south down t o  My Khe 
(2) and back up again? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  And then  we were CA'd ou t .  

Q. But d i d n ' t  you spend t h e  n i g h t  and g e t  CA'd out  
t h e  next  day on t h e  18th? Didn ' t  you spend 2 n i g h t s  ou t?  

A. Yes, sir ,  we s p e n t  2 n i g h t s  o u t .  On t h e  1 8 t h  
we went back i n .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  You had been e x t r a c t e d  on t h e  18th 
then ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. The day t h a t  we was e x t r a c t e d ,  w e  went 
back t o  Dot t i e .  And when we go t  t o  D o t t i e ,  they were mov-
ing us out  wi th  two sh ips  t h a t  day, low on h e l i c o p t e r s .  
When w e  got  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  we saw Colonel HENDERSON. 
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Colonel HENDERSON asked us was t h e r e  anything unusual on t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion .  Another se rgean t  t h a t  was i n  the  group 
s a i d , '  "no comment." I d o n ' t  know what o t h e r  remarks he made. 
Then we moved on t o  t h e  company area .  

Q *  You were dismissed a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. yes ,  s ir .  

Q- Did he ask any ques t ions  about whether c i v i l i a n s  
had been k i l l e d  during t h e  opera t ion?  

Q You d o n ' t  remember t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  no, sir.  When we gave him t h e  an-
swer "no comment," I remember moving out  immediately a f t e r  
t h a t ,  s i r .  

Q Did he d i r e c t  any ques t ions  a t  i n d i v i d u a l  members 
of t h e  company? 

A. Well, t h i s  was only two h e l i c o p t e r s .  I d o n ' t  know 
about t h e  r e s t  of them. I d o n ' t  know what he asked t h e  rest 
of t h e  groups t h a t  came i n  behind us. They were CA'ing us 
ou t  on two h e l i c o p t e r s ,  approximately 1 4  men. I d o n ' t  know 
what he could have sa id .  t o  some of the  o the r  men t h a t  were 
on t h e  o t h e r  h e l i c o p t e r s .  

Q* He j u s t  asked t h e  group a ques t ion ,  I t ake  i t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q He d i d n ' t  s i n g l e  o u t  any p a r t i c u l a r  person t o  
t a l k  t o ?  

A. No, s i r .  H e  was t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  group. 

Q. Okay. And, a s i d e  from t h a t ,  nobody, no i n v e s t i g a t -
ing  o f f i c e r ,  e v e r  came t o  t a l k  t o  you? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Not anybody? 
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A. NO,  sir .  

Q- Did you know Colonel BARKER? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Did he ever  take  a  s ta tement  from you? 

A. NO, sir.  

MR WEST: Let  t h e  record show t h a t  Colonel MAHAFFEY has join-
e d  t h e  s e s s i o n  and w i l l  be sworn as  an a s s i s t a n t  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r  au thor ized  t o  ask ques t ions .  

(LTC MAHAFFEY was sworn.) 

LTC MAHAFFEY: Did you say ,  Sergeant  COWAN, t h a t  you a c t u a l l y  
s a w  t h e  Vietnamese National  Policeman shoot  one of t h e  suspec t s  
rounded up? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Did you r e p o r t  i t ?  

A. Well he was a Nat ional  Policeman, s i r ,  and I f i g -
ured t h a t  he was more s k i l l f u l  i n  handl ing t h e  job than I was. 
I d i d n ' t  s e e  the name of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  I d i d n ' t  s ee  t h a t  I 
had anything t o  do with t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce .  

Q. And because of t h a t  you f igured  t h a t  it was no t  
repor ted?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Sergeant  COWAN, do you know--were you with Lieutenant  
CALLEY o r  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Lieutenant  CALLEY as  you moved 
through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

I C :  ( In te rpos ing)  Excuse m e  j u s t  a second, co lonel ,  t h e  
record--

MR WEST: ( In te rpos ing)  Go ahead and t a l k  t o  him and l e t  him 
answer. 
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I C :  For t h e  r e c o r d ,  he  has answered t h a t  q u e s t i o n  he re  
on a couple  o f  occas ions .  H e  had i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he was i n  t h e  
r e a r .  H e  was n o t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of L ieu tenan t  CALLEY. 

* 
MR WEST: Well ,  j u s t  adv i se  him t o  answer "no" then .  

I C :  H e  wasn ' t  h e r e  when t h i s  q u e s t i o n  was t a l k e d  about  
and t h a t  w a s  t h e  on ly  reason  t h a t  I i n t e r j e c t e d .  

MR WEST: Okay. 

LTC MAHAFFEY: I unders tand t h e  answer was no. 

A. Y e s .  

Q - Do you know, and I hope t h a t  I am n o t  r e p e a t i n g  a 
previous  q u e s t i o n ,  what t h e  p l a t o o n ' s  body count  r e p o r t e d  
f o r  t h a t  day was? 

A. NO, s ir .  

S i r ,  I would i n d i c a t e  t o  you t h a t  a t  a l a t e r  d a t e  
I r e a d  i n  t h e  S t a r s  and S t r i p e s  f o r  t h e  whole, e n t i r e  o p e r a t i o n  
t h a t  125 VC were k i l l e d .  

MR WEST: Could you t e l l  us what t h e  procedure  was i n  t h e  
p l a toon  f o r  r e p o r t i n g  body count?  

A. The procedure  t h a t  we used: anytime t h a t  w e  
would k i l l  a VC w e  would r e p o r t  it t o  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ,  
and t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  would g e t  on t h e  r a d i o  on t h e  com-
mand n e t ,  and he would c a l l  it i n  t o  t h e  company command 
n e t .  From t h e r e  they  would c a l l  it t o  b a t t a l i o n  o r  high- 
er  echelon.  

Q =  But you would make a r e p o r t  a s  soon a s  you 
l e a r n e d  of a K I A  o r  VC k i l l e d ?  You would r e p o r t  it t o  
t h e  p la toon  l e a d e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. That  was t h e  SOP? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q* Would your squad l e a d e r s  r e p o r t  t h i s  d i r e c t l y  t o  
' him o r  would they come t o  you and you r e p o r t  it t o  him? 

A. They would go t o  t h e  platoon l e a d e r ,  sir.  

Q *  I see .  And i n  t h i s  case ,  f o r  example, you were 
handl ing t h e  r e a r  s e c u r i t y  and t h e  squads were o u t  i n  f r o n t ,  
s o  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  they might have repor ted  t o  t h e  platoon 
l e a d e r ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q .  And you wouldn't  know it a t  t h e  t i m e ,  I take  i t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  anything about t h e  body count t h a t  
day, on t h e  s p o t ,  a p a r t  f r o m  what you read l a t e r  i n  t h e  
paper? 

A. No, s i r ,  I donft r e c a l l  a body count on t h a t  par-
t i c u l a r  day. 

Q Had you seen any VC dead during t h e  day? 

A. I considered t h e  five bodies  t h a t  I saw when I 
went through t h e  v i l l a g e  as  VC. 

Q - How about t h e  man i n  t h e  ho le?  That would be 
another? 

A. I considered t h e  man t h a t  was on t h e  LZ was a VC 
and I considered t h e  one t h a t  Nat ional  P o l i c e  s h o t  was a VC. 

Q - Anybody e l s e ?  

A. Those a r e  t h e  only ones t h a t  I saw, sir.  

Q - That would be about seven, then? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q - Now you are aware o f  course ,  from reading  t h e  papers ,  
what has  been a l l e g e d  t o  have happened a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  on t h a t  
morning the 16 th  of  March? 

A. 	 Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q o  Then t h e  s t o r i e s  i n  t h e  p res s  t h a t  q u i t e  a number of 
noncombatants, c i v i l i a n s ,  were k i l l e d  dur ing  t h i s  opera t ion- - for  
t h a t  reason  I want t o  ask you i f  dur ing  t h a t  morning you saw any 
noncombatants k i l l e d ?  

A. The ones t h a t  I s a w  I cons idered  them as  being com-
b a t a n t s ,  sir. 

Q. 	 Did you see any women k i l l e d ?  

No, sir. 


By American s o l d i e r s  t h a t  day? 


A. 	 No, sir. 

Q. 	 Any c h i l d r e n ?  

A. 	 No, sir. 

Q. 	 Did you see Lieutenant  C W E Y  shoo t  anyone? 

A. 	 No, s ir .  

Q - 	 Did anybody t e l l  you t h a t  he had s h o t  anyone? 

(Witness confe r s  wi th  counsel .  ) 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I heard t h a t  L ieu tenant  CALLEY had s h o t  
some of t h e  ones t h a t  he had. And whenever he t o l d  m e  tha t - -
when t h i s  p i l o t  landed he t o l d  me t h a t  t h e  m a t t e r  was under 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  I thought  t h a t  was what he was t a l k i n g  about .  

Q - I s e e .  Was t h i s  someone i n  your p l a toon  who t o l d  
you this? 

A. 	 I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  who it was. 
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Q- But you were t o l d  t h i s  sometime j u s t  before  Lieutenant  
CALLEY came t o  you and t o l d  you about t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  
was going t o  be i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A. H e  t o l d  me he was inves t iga t ing- - I  mean t h e  My Lai ( 4 )  
opera t ion  was under i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q- But it was some time before  t h i s  t h a t  somebody--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I d i d  n o t  know why o r  what it was about. 
I d idn '  t know what it was about. 

Q- But it was some time before  t h i s  t h a t  someone had t o l d  
you t h a t  h e ' s  s h o t  some of the  people,  some of t h e  c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  
w e r e  wi th  him? 

A. I heard it whenever we were i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  f o r  t h a t  
n i g h t ,  sir. 

Q. I see .  You d o n ' t  remember who t o l d  you t h i s  though? 

A. No, sir. 

Q- Did they  i n d i c a t e  how many were sho t?  

A. No, sir. 

Q But it was Lieutenant  CALLEY? 

A. That s h o t  them? 

Q- Yes. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Would you l i k e  t o  add something, Sergeant  COWAN? 

A. Yes, sir. I want t o  p o i n t  ou t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h a t  
a f te rnoon when I heard t h i s  r e p o r t  I s t i l l  d i d n ' t  be l i eve  
t h a t  he had s h o t  those  personnel t h a t  w e  had given him. 

Q. I see .  Well you r e l a t e d  t h i s  l a t e r  on i n  the  l a a g e r  
a rea .  

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q Put two and two toge the r  s o  t o  speak? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Now when you were i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  and you were 
t a l k i n g  t o  your f r i e n d s  t h e r e ,  was anything e l s e  s a i d  about 
anybody e l s e  shoot ing noncombatant c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  day? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q Okay. Sergeant  COWAN, can you th ink  of anything e l s e  
you could t e l l  us t h a t  would h e l p  us i n  our  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  I th ink  a l l  t h e  th ings  t h a t  I have--you have 
it on paper t h e r e .  You have t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  I gave Colonel WILSON 
when he was down t o  s e e  me i n  Apr i l .  I t o l d  him everyth ing  t h a t  I 
knew about t h e  opera t ion  and a t  t h i s  time I have nothing t o  add on 
t o  t h e  r e p o r t .  

LTC MAHAFFEY: Sergeant COWAN, you'd been i n  a b i g  opera t ion .  A s  
I understand it t h i s  was t h e  b i g g e s t  opera t ion  t h a t  Task Force 

, 

Barker had eve r  been involved i n ,  and as  f a r  a s  you knew a t  t h e  
end of t h e  opera t ion  t h e  company had done p r e t t y  wel l .  A l l  r i g h t ,  
d i d  you recommend then o r  a t  any time subsequent t o  t h a t  any of 
t h e  men i n  your p la toon f o r  a decora t ion  o r  an award f o r  t h e i r  
a c t i o n s  during t h a t  per iod  of time? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  recom,end any awards f o r  t h i s .  I 
f igured  t h a t ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  it was before  o r  a f t e r  t h a t ,  I 
w a s  i n  something much worse than  t h a t  ope ra t ion  and I recornmend-
ed ,  a couple o r  two t imes ,  men f o r  awards and none--they d i d n ' t  
g e t  them and I recommended a t  l e a s t ,  I d iscussed  it with my 
company commander--for an award once. We g o t  caught i n  a mine-
f i e l d  and we had t h r e e  men k i l l e d  and 1 8  wounded i n  the  same 
day. I recommended c e r t a i n  ind iv idua l s  t h a t  were w i t h i n  t h e  
platoon f o r  c e r t a i n  awards and they never rece ived  them. 

Q But as  f a r  a s  t h e  16th  of March a c t i o n  you recomrnend-
ed no one? 

A. - No, sir, because i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion  I f e l t  
t h a t  I c o u l d n ' t  recommend a man f o r  doing something t h a t  I did-
n ' t  s e e  him perform myself. 
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Q - Do you know i f  L i eu t enan t  CALLEY recommended any of 
t h e  men? 

N o ,  s ir ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l *  

COL WILSON: Sergean t ,  you mentioned i n  prev ious  tes t imony t h a t  a 
s e r g e a n t  had t o l d  you t h a t  people  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  had been warn- 
ed  t o  l eave  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h ,  number one,  
who t h i s  person  i s  and i f  he t o l d  anybody e l s e  t h a t .  

A.  I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  Being around i n  p l a c e s ,  I h e a r d  
once t h a t  l e a f l e t s  w e r e  dropped i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  whenever 
we f i r s t  encounte red  h o s t i l e  f i r e  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  It  was a  VC-held 
area, and whenever w e  would r e c e i v e  o r d e r s  t o  go i n t o  t h i s  area--
I hea rd  someone say  t h a t  t hey  had been warned t o  l e a v e ,  and t h e  
company commander t o l d  us t h a t  n i g h t  t h a t  a l l  t h e  c i v i l i a n  per-  
sonne l  and c h i l d r e n  would be o u t  of t h a t  a r e a .  So whenever w e  
went i n  t h e r e  w e  w e r e  f i g u r i n g  t o  encounte r  t h e  48th  VC B a t t a l i o n .  
I f  t hey  w e r e n ' t  VC, t hey  were VC sympath izers .  

Q. Are you c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  about  a l l  t h e  people  
would be  o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  has n o t  come subsequent  t o  my t a l k i n g  
t o  you b e f o r e ,  based  on some r a d i o  o r  t e l e v i s i o n  message? 

A. Pardon,  s i r ?  

Q - Are you c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  about  t h e  women 
and c h i l d r e n  n o t  b e i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  has  n o t  developed s i n c e  
your p rev ious  tes t imony? 

A. S i r ,  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  Capta in  MEDINA gave,  he 
t o l d  us i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n  p e r s o n n e l ,  women 
and c h i l d r e n ,  would be o u t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  morning. 

MR WEST: I n  t h a t  connec t ion ,  Se rgean t  COWAN, how many 
c i v i l i a n s  would you say  were i n  t h e  hamlet  t h a t  day? . 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  see a l l  t h e  c i v i l -  
i a n s .  I j u s t  saw only a  p o r t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and when I 
went through the-- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You've a l r e a d y  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  number 
you 'd  s een ,  t hen .  
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A. The ones  t h a t  I s e e n ,  y e s ,  sir. 

Q There w a s n ' t  any g e n e r a l  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e n ,  
among t h e  o t h e r s  s o  t h a t  you g o t  some i d e a  about  how 
many people  were t h e r e ?  

A. I had no d i s c u s s i o n  p r i o r  to-- I  mean wi th  
anyone p r i o r  t o  Colonel  W I L S O N  coming t o  F o r t  Jackson.  

Q - W e l l ,  I guess  I was going back t o  t h e  l a a g e r  
a r e a  t h a t  n i g h t  when you were t a l k i n g  it ove r - - t a lk ing  
ove r  t h e  a c t i o n .  Was the . re  any d i s c u s s i o n  about  how 
many c i v i l i a n s  they  were i n  My La i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, sir.  

MR WEST: Okay. Se rgean t  COWAN we a p p r e c i a t e  you coming 
today and h e l p i n g  us .  I would remind you aga in  about  
o r d e r s  n o t  t o  t a l k  t o  anybody i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  
about  what has  gone on h e r e  today.  A s  we i n d i c a t e d  w e ' r e  
t r e a t i n g  t h e  tes t imony a s  c o n f i d e n t i a l  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  
t h a t  w e  can. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- I f  you should  t h i n k  o f  any th ing  else t h a t  
you t h i n k  would be  h e l p f u l  t o  us we would a p p r e c i a t e  your  
c a l l i n g  us and l e t t i n g  us know about it. We also would 
a p p r e c i a t e  your  g e t t i n g  w i t h  Colonel  WILSON a f t e r w a r d  
t o  go over  t h e  photograph,  f i l l i n g  him i n  a l i t t l e  b i t  
on t h e  l o c a t i o n s  and s o  f o r t h .  The a e r i a l  photograph 
t h a t  Se rgean t  COWAN has  marked t h e  l o c a t i o n s  on w i l l  
be e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  a s  an e x h i b i t .  

RCDR : S i r ,  t h i s  w i l l  be  E x h i b i t  P-.54. 

MR WEST: Thank you Captain  FRANKS f o r  a s s i s t i n g  us 
and s e r v i n g  a s  counse l  f o r  Se rgean t  COWAN. Is t h e r e  
anyth ing  f u r t h e r ?  A l l  r i g h t ,  t h e  h e a r i n g  w i l l  be r eces sed .  

1 (The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1833 hour s ,  18 December 
..1969.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1841 h o u r s ,  1 8  
December 1969. ) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  
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RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, 
COL WILSON, LTC MAHAE'FEY, and MAJ LYNN. 

MR WEST: J u s t  two o r  t h r e e  a d d i t i o n a l  question^ Sergeant  
COWAN. I f  you can ,  t e l l  us what r e a l l y  happened a t  My 
La i  (4) on 16  March 1968? 

A. S i r ,  I have g iven  you a l l  t h a t  I know about 
it, and it i s  on t h e  r eco rd .  

Q- W e l l ,  from your tes t imony you saw very l i t t l e  
i n  t h e  way o f  people  be ing  k i l l e d  and I b e l i e v e  you t e s t i f i e d  
you d i d n ' t  see any noncombatant c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d ,  such 
as women and c h i l d r e n ,  and t h a t  someone i n  t h e  l a a g e r  
area t h a t  n i g h t  t o l d  you t h a t  L ieu t enan t  CALLEY had s h o t  
some of  t h e  c i v i l i a n s ,  is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q W e l l ,  j u s t  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  
L ieu t enan t  CALLEY had k i l l e d  some c i v i l i a n s ,  cou ld  you 
e x p l a i n ,  could you h e l p  us by e x p l a i n i n g ,  why such a 
t h i n g  would happen? 

A. S i r ,  what do you mean by t h a t  q u e s t i o n ?  

Q - W e l l ,  l e t  m e  ask you ano the r  q u e s t i o n  then  
w e  can come back t o  it. Had such a t h i n g  e v e r  happened 
before i n  the company where, s a y ,  c i v i l i a n s  had been ga the red  
up i n  f r o n t  of t h e  company? I n  t h i s  c a s e  L ieu tenan t  CALLEY 
had s h o t  them. Had such a t h i n g  e v e r  happened b e f o r e ?  

A.  Thi s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  I e v e r  went through 
a v i l l a g e  and s a w  f i v e  bodies  t h a t  w e r e  k i l l e d  i n  one 
p a r t i c u l a r  v i l l a g e ,  sir. 

Q- I see. So you h a d n ' t  had a s i m i l a r  expe r i ence
be£o r e ?  

A .  No, sir. 

Q Do you have any i d e a  why L ieu tenan t  CALLEY 
would s h o o t  t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s ?  This  is  what I w a s  t r y i n g  
t o  get a t  a w h i l e  ago. 

(Witness c o n f e r s  w i t h  counse l . )  
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A .  I h e a r d  t h a t  some had been s h o t ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  
know. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  H e  had said--only t h a t  t h i s  w a s  t h e .  
way it happened--this  had t a k e n  p lace- - I  d idn  ' t b e l i e v e  
it a f t e r  h e a r i n g  it. 

Q- So you c o u l d n ' t  ven tu re  t o  s ay  why? 

A. No, sir .  

Q Do you know whether  any r e p o r t  w a s  e v e r  made 
of  t h i s  a l l e g e d  happening,  t h i s - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g ) .  A s  I emphasized ear l ier  about  
t h e  major t h a t  w a s  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  landed t h e r e ,  
who s a i d  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  was be ing  under i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
and w a s  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

Q I s e e .  You d o n ' t  know anyth ing  about  any
o t h e r  r e p o r t ?  I w a s  t h i n k i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  o f  t h e  r e p o r t ,  
what you know about  L ieu t enan t  CALLEY s h o o t i n g  some people .  
Did you e v e r  h e a r  of t h a t  be ing  r epo r t ed?  

A .  No, sir. 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be r eces sed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1847 hour s ,  18 December 
1969.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: DOINES, Rennard . 

DATE OF TESIMONY: 7 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: PFC, 1st  P la toon ,  C/1/20. 

1. . PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The w i t n e s s  a t t e n d e d  Captain  M E D I N A ' s  b r i e f i n g  on 
15 March (pg.  3 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  a memorial s e r v i c e  be ing  
h e l d  b e f o r e  t h e  b r i e f i n g  b u t  'did n o t  know what day it

luuctsd it I - - 3 \was h e l d  o r  who t h e  chaplain w a s  Lhat C O ~ - " - - t r y  a ,  

MEDINA t o l d  them t h a t  it was a known VC v i l l a g e  and t h a t  
some o f  t h e  people  i n  it were VC sympathizers  (pg.  4 ) .  They 
w e r e  t o  go i n  and k i l l  t h e  VC (pg.  4 )  and they  a n t i c i p a t e d  
a p r e t t y  big f o r c e  (pg. 6 )  . The w i t n e s s  d i s a g r e e d  wi th  h i s .  
p r i o r  s t a t e m e n t  t o  t h e  C I D  i n  which he  s a i d  t h a t  MEDINA t o l d  
them t o  k i l l  e v e r y t h i n g  l i v i n g  because he s a i d  t h a t  he i s  
n o t  s u r e  now and d i d  n o t  remember i f  t h i s  was s a i d  (pgs .  4 ,  
5 )  . H e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  men i n  t h e  u n i t  as be ing  a l i t t l e  
nervous and e x p e c t i n g  a r e a l  f i g h t  (pg. 5 ) .  Some of t h e  
people  i n  t h e  u n i t  had t h e  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  k i l l i n g  t h e  
Vietnamese r e a l l y  d i d  n o t  count  (pg.  19)  , and h e  f e l t  some 
may have been o u t  f o r  vengeance, i f  one of  t h e i r  u n i t  
members w a s  h r t  (pg.  20) . 
2 .  ASSAULT ON MY L A I .  

Se rgean t  BACON was t h e  w i t n e s s t  squad l e a d e r .  Sergeant  
COWAN was h i s  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t  and L ieu tenan t  CALLEY w a s  h i s  
p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  (pg.  3) . H i s  squad w e n t  i n  on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  
(pg.  6 )  , and they  s t a r t e d  f i r i n g  r i g h t  away (pg. 1 4 )  . The 
f i r s t  and second p l a toons  g o t  on l i n e  (pg. 7 )  and they  then  
s t a r t e d  f i r i n g  and moving ahead (pg.  6 ) .  To h i s  knowledge, 
no one s h o t  a t  him b u t  he  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  may n o t  have heard  
them (pg .  6 ) .  B e  began f i r i n g  because everyone e l s e  was and 
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he stopped l a t e r  when he began t o  round up p r i s o n e r s  (pg.15). 
The only man i n  t h e  p la toon wounded was CARTER (pg. 7 )  . A s  
they moved through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  they ran i n t o = *many o l d  men, 
o l d  women, and c h i l d r e n  who were gathered up i n t o  groups 
(pg. 7 ) .  He guarded some along with Robert WOODS and Charles 
SLEDGE (pg. 8) . They took them over t o  Lieutenant  CALLEY 
who was loca ted  t o  h i s  r i g h t  a t  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
they turned  them over  t o  him (pg. 8 ) .  He d i d  no t  r e c a l l  
who was with CALLEY a t  t h e  time (pg. 8 ) .  SLEDGE l a t e r  t o l d  
him t h a t  t h e  people had been s h o t  (pg. 16)  and he s t a t e d  t h a t  
he  l a t e r  saw t h e  bodies ,  some on a t r a i l  and some i n  a d i t c h  
(pgs.9,  1 0 ) .  He saw o t h e r  bodies  s c a t t e r e d  throughout t h e  
v i l l a g e  most of them women with l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  (pg. 9 ) .  H e  
es t imated  t h a t  he saw 40 t o  50 throughout t h e  v i l l a g e ,  i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  20 o r  30 i n  t h e  group t h a t  he has mentioned 4 

rrl 

(pg. 1 0 ) .  He agreed with h i s  s ta tement  t o  t h e  C I D  t h a t  P-

SLEDGE t o l d  him t h a t  CALLEY, John WOODS, and MEADLO s h o t  those  a-
people.  He s t a t e d  t h a t  l a t e r  i n  t h e  day he saw members of 
t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e  shoot t h r e e  men (pg. 1 2 )  b u t  d i d  n o t  s e e  
any American o f f i c e r s  a t  t h e  time (pg. 13).  The wi tness  3-

never heard of  Co Lay ( 2 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he was s u r p r i s e d  cu 
t h a t  they were l i f t e d  from t h e  v i l l a g e  a f t e r  s o  s h o r t  a 
pe r iod  (pg. 1 3 ) .  

3 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The wi tness  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  Colonel HENDERSON ques t ioning  
t h e  men (pg. 1 8 ) .  and remembered MEDINA saying something about 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on (pg. 1 9 )  . 
4 .  ' OTHER INFORMATION. 

- He f e l t  t h a t  MEDINA was a good o f f i c e r  (pg. 11) and 
CALLEY was n o t  (pg. 1 7 )  . He f e l t  CALLEY was t r y i n g  t o  act 
tough, b u t  was always g e t t i n g  t h e  platoon l o s t  (pg. 17). 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0837 hours ,  7 
January 19 70 .) 
MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

1 

RCDR: The fol lowing persons a r e  p resen t :  MR WEST, COL 
FRANKLIN, LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ COOP. 

The next  wi tness  is  M r .  Rennard DOINES. 

(MR DOINES was c a l l e d  as  a  wi tness ,  was 
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows :) 

Please  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  and 
res idence .  

A. Rennard DOTNES. I work i n  a  p ipe  p l a n t  i n  F o r t  
Worth, Texas. My address is  2709 Belz ise  Terrace,  F o r t  
Worth, Texas. 

MR WEST: Before we go ahead wi th  any ques t ions ,  I want 
t o  advise  you of t h e  na tu re  and purpose of our  inqu i ry .  

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by 
t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army and the Chief of S t a f f ,  United 
S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of determining f a c t s  and 
making f ind ings  and recommendations concerning: 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  what is now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  My 
Lai  i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1968, and 

(21 p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding of 
information by any person who had a duty  t o  r e p o r t  and 
t o  f u r n i s h  information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  In  
o t h e r  words, a look i n t o  whether t h i s  was a coverup. 

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  being conducted t o  
pry i n t o  a l l  f a c t s  and circumstances o f  what happened a t  
My Lai.  I t  is d i r e c t e d  t o  those  s p e c i f i c  purposes which 
I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  For example, we a r e  n o t  d i r e c t l y  
concerned with the c u l p a b i l i t y  of  any i n d i v i d u a l  f o r  
something he d i d  t h a t  might have been wrong. That i s  
n o t  our  purpose here .  

W e  have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and have 
reviewed p r i o r  s ta tements  obta ined  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of My Lai.  For example, w e  have a r e p o r t  
he re  from M r .  THOMPSON, t h e  C I D  agent ,  who t a l k e d  t o  you 
i n  October a t  F o r t  Worth. H e  j u s t  wrote up what t h e  
two of you t a l k e d  about and what you t o l d  him. 
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Your tes t imony w i l l  be taken under o a t h .  A 
verba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  b e  p repared .  A t a p e  r e c o r d i n g  i s  
be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im n o t e s  be ing  t aken  
by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

The g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  r e p o r t  w i l l  
b e  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  However, it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  tes t imony 
w e  r e c e i v e ,  o r  p a r t s  of  i t ,  may l a t e r  become a m a t t e r  of  
p u b l i c  knowledge. 

I r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your  t es t imony 
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r  people ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  
w i tnes ses  f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  u n l e s s  you are r e q u i r e d  
s o  t o  do b e f o r e  some a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  
proceeding.  For example, t h e r e  i s  a subcommittee o f  t h e  
House Armed S e r v i c e s  Committee which i s  looking  i n t o  t h e  
My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  They are c a l l i n g  a number of  w i t n e s s e s  
b e f o r e  t h e  subcommittee.. I t  i s  j u s t  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you 
may be c a l l e d  over  t h e r e .  Of cou r se ,  what w e  s a y  h e r e  about  
n o t  d i s c u s s i n g  your t es t imony wouldn ' t  r e s t r i c t  you i n  
any way from appear ing  b e f o r e  a h e a r i n g  o f  a l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 

Do you r e c a l l  whether  you r ece ived  an o r d e r  f r o m-- - - -

t h e  m i l i t a r y  j;dge i n  t h e  ca se  o f - t h e  United S t a t e s  v. C a l l e y  
n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  c e r t a i n  f a c t s  of t h e  ca se?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I d i d .  

Q Now, I want t o  adv i se  you t h a t  your appearance 
h e r e  does n o t  a f f e c t  t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  o r d e r  i n  any 
way. A t  t h e  same t i m e  it i s  p e r m i s s i b l e ,  under t h e  t e r m s  
o f  t h a t  o r d e r ,  f o r  you t o  be  h e r e  today and d i s c u s s  t h e  
case w i t h  us .  

Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  about  t h e s e  m a t t e r s ?  

A. NO, ' s ir ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q For t h e  r eco rd  M r .  DOINES, on 16 March 1968, I 
unders tand  you w e r e  a member o f  t h e  United S t a t e s  Army. 

A- Yes, s ir .  

Q What w a s  your  g rade?  

A. I was a PFC. 

Q And where were you a s s igned  a t  t h a t  t ime?  What 
o u t f i t ?  
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A. 1st Pla toon ,  C/1 /20 ,  11 th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade.  

Q Was C/1/20 ass igned  t o  Task Force Barker a t  t h a t  
t ime? 

A. Y e s .  

Q - Which was under t h e  11 th  Brigade? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- Who was your squad l e a d e r ?  

A. Sergea n t  BACON. 

(2 Was your p l a toon  l e a d e r  L ieu tenan t  CALLEY? 

A. _ Yes. 

9- And Sergeant  COWAN your p l a toon  se rgean t?  

A. Y e s .  

Q - Do you remelr3er t h e  attzck cn t h i s  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e
of My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. When d i d  you f i r s t  h e a r  about t h e  p l ans  f o r  a 
combat a s s a u l t  on My Lai ( 4 )  ? 

A. It was t h e  day b e f o r e  w e  went i n .  

Q- Was t h i s  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  h e l d  by Captain MEDINA? 

A. Captain  MEDINA. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  a memorial s e r v i c e  -be ing  h e l d  f o r  
t h e  company sometime be fo re  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Yes, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember what day it was. 

Q e  Do you remember t h e  chapla in  who conducted i t ?  

A. I remember it, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name. I 
remember it, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name. 
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Q - You d o n ' t  know h i s  name, okay. A t  t h e  b r i e f i n g
which Captain MEDINA h e l d ,  what d i d  he t e l l  t h e  company? 
What were t h e  o rde r s  t h a t  he gave? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember nothing about it. I remember 
some of it, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember a l l  of it. 

Q. J u s t  what do you remember. 

A. H e  s a i d  t h a t  it was a known VC v i l l a g e  t h e r e  
and some of t h e  people i n  it were VC sympathizers.  That 
i s  a l l  t h a t  I remember. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  when you t a l k e d  t o  Mr..THOMPSON 
i n  October? I b e l i e v e  you t o l d  him t h a t  MEDINA, Captain 
NEDINA, s a i d  you were going on a search  and des t roy  mission? 

A .  Search and des t roy .  

Q What e l s e  d id  he say along t h i s  l i n e ?  Do you 
remember? What were you supposed t o  do i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Well, according t o  M r .  THOMPSON, you t o l d  him 
t h a t  Captain MEDINA s a i d  t h a t  you were t o  k i l l  every th ing  i n  
s i g h t ,  a l l  of t h e  animals and everyth ing  l i v i n g .  

A. Something on t h a t .  

Q W e l l ,  i s  t h i s  c o r r e c t  now? 

A .  I am n o t  t o o  su re  t h a t  he s a i d  t h a t .  I am n o t  
going t o  say t h a t  he d id .  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q What impressions d i d  you g e t  about what t h e  
company w a s  supposed t o  do? 

A. To go i n  t h e r e  and f i n d  VC's, you know, and k i l l  
them and go on. We used t o  go through and p ick  o u t  t h e  V C ' s  
and s t u f f ,  you know. There was V C ' s  i n  t h e r e ,  you know, make 
s u r e  they were k i l l e d  and t o  keep on moving a l l  t h e  way 
through. 
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Q. This s ta tement  M r .  THOMPSON s a i d  t h a t  you made; i s  
it no t  c o r r e c t  now o r  i s  it c o r r e c t ?  

A. I t ' s  n o t  c o r r e c t ,  because I ' m  n o t  t o o  su re  he 
s a i d  t h a t ,  and I ' m  n o t  going t o  say he d id .  

Q You're no t  too  s u r e  he s a i d  t o  k i l l  every th ing  
l i v i n g ?  

A .  I ' m  n o t  t o o  s u r e  of t h a t .  

Q e  What d i d  Captain MEDINA t e l l  you about how long
t h e  opera t ion ,  t h e  whole opera t ion ,  was t o  l a s t ?  How long 
were you supposed t o  be o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q- Did he i n d i c a t e  any length  of t ime a t  a l l ?  

A .  Not t o  my knowing. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. D o  you know whether t h e r e  was a meeting of platoon 
l eaders  and p la toon se rgean t s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  of 
t h e  company? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q- What was t h e  frame of mind of t h e  company a f t e r  
t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  How d i d  they f e e l  about what was going t o  
happen t h e  next  day? 

A.  I guess everybody d i d n lt t a l k  t o o  much about it, 
you know. They d idn l  t say too  much about it t h a t  n igh t .  

Q- Were they ready f o r  a f i g h t  o r  were they nervous 
o r  a f r a i d ?  

A. I guess everybody was a l i t t l e  nervous. 

Q. A s  b e s t  you can r e c a l l ,  were they expect ing  a 
r e a l  f i g h t  i n  t h e r e  t h e  next  day? 

A. Y e s .  
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Q. What had CaptaEn MEDINA t o l d  you about t h e  
s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  VC i n  t h e r e ,  what t h e  company might run 
i n t o ?  

A. H e  j u s t  t o l d  us t h e r e  were known VC i n  t h a t  a r e a  
and t h e r e  was a p r e t t y  b l g  fo rce .  

Q. A p r e t t y  big fo rce?  

A. Yes, srr.  

Q m  Were you s t a r t i n g  t o  say something? 

L e t ' s  go t o  t h e  next  day now, t h e  morning of  the OC9
Q 
16th.  Af te r  you were brought i n  by h e l i c o p t e r  and pu t  down 

a 
a t  t h e  landing  zone t h e r e  a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  could you t e l l  us, 
p l e a s e ,  what you d i d  and saw, what your squad d i d ,  and where 
you went and s o  f o r t h .  3 

fi 

A.  W e  g o t  down on t h e  f i r s t  chopper. I was on t h e  
f i r s t  l i f t  and we a l l  g o t  up on l i n e  of t h i s  l i t t l e  v i l lage- -

Q - (Interposing) Y e s .  

A. And w e  s t a r t e d  f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
everybody g o t  on l i n e .  

Q. Was t h i s  s o r t  of a reconnaissance by f i r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s l r .  Af te r  w e  g o t  on l i n e  w e  j u s t  s t a r t e d  
f i r i n g  and moving ahead. 

Q- Moving ahead and f i r i n g ?  

A. y e s ,  sir. 

8- Did you run i n t o  any enemy r e s i s t a n c e  a t  a l l ?  
Did anybody shoot  a t  you? 

A .  Not t o  my knowing. I d i d n ' t  hea r  anybody shoot ing  
a t  m e ,  because t h e r e  w e r e  s o  many people shoot ing.  I d o n ' t  
know whether they were shoot ing  a t  us  o r  what. 
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Q. But d i d  you run  i n t o  t h e  h a r d  f i g h t  t h a t  you 
expec ted  w i t h  t h e  VC? 

A. No. 

Q. A s  a matter of f a c t ,  d i d  you have any r e s i s t a n c e  
a t  a l l ?  

A. Not t o  my knowing. 

Q e  Did anybody i n  t h e  p l a t o o n  g e t  wounded o r  k i l l e d ?  

A. During t h a t  day I t h i n k  one boy s h o t  h imse l f  i n  
the f o o t .  

Q- That  was CARTER? . 

A. Y e s .  

Q- Nobody else g o t  h u r t ?  

No, sir ,  n o t  t h a t  day. 

A. Do ycu remerber hoi; you went through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
Did you move s t r a i g h t  through o r  how d i d  it go? 

A. The 1st and 2d P la toons  w e r e  on l i n e  and w e  
moved s t r a i g h t  through.  

Q What happened as t h e  1st P la toon  moved through? 
Did you run  i n t o  a l o t  of Vietnamese people?  

A .  We r a n  i n t o  q u i t e  a f e w  of  them, and t h e r e  were 
a whole l o t  of o l d  women, k i d s ,  and b a b i e s  and s t u f f  l i k e  
t h a t ,  and o l d  men. 

Q What happened t o  them? 

A. We s t a r t e d  g a t h e r i n g  them up o u t  of t h e s e  
hootches .  W e  moved them t o  t h e  s i d e  and s t a r t e d  g a t h e r i n g  
them a11  up i n  a group. We took some of them o v e r  and p u t  
them i n  groups.  

Q e  Did you guard any of t h e s e  people?  

A. Y e s .  For a w h i l e  I d i d .  
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Q Who was w2th you, he lp ing  you a t  t h a t  t ime? 

I @ink it w a s  Robert WOOD and Charles  SLEDGE. 

Q SLEDGE. )S-L-E-D-G-E. I understand t h a t  Robert 
WOOD is  dead now? 

A. No. That is  John WOOD. 

8 John WOOD is dead? 

Q- Where did  you, WOOD, and SLEDGE t a k e  t h e s e  
people? 

A.  W e  took them over t o  -- around t h e  l i e u t e n a n t ,  
Lieutenant  CALLEY, I th ink .  

Lieutenant  what, s i r ?RPTR: 

A. Lieutenant  CALLEY. 

MR WEST: CALLEY, Did you t u r n  them over t o  Lieutenant  CALLEY? 

A.  Y e s ,  w e  took them on over  t o  t h e  r i g h t .  W e  
turned them over  t o  h i m .  

Q. When you s a y  "over t o  t h e  r i g h t , "  what p a r t  of 
.t=he v i l l a g e  w a s  t h a t ?  Was this near  t h e  edge? 

A. Yes, sir, n e a r  t h e  edge of i t .  

Q- N e a r  t h e  edge? 

(Witness nods i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

Who else was w i t h  Lieutenant  CALLEY a t  this time? 

I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Do you know what happened t o  t h e s e  people? 

H e  took them over t h e r e  and they  s h o t  them. 
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Q* Did you see MEADLO t h e r e  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A .  I d i d n ' t  see  him over  t h e r e .  

Q- What d i d  you do a f t e r  you l e f t  t h e  people the re?  

A. We j u s t  kep t  going. We seen f o r  a while  and heard 
t h e  sho t s  and everyth ing .  W e  kep t  going through. 

Q- You saw t h e  shoot ing ,  d i d  you? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t  see  t h e  shoot ing.  I seen  t h e  people 
l y i n g  o u t  t h e r e ,  bu t  I d i d  n o t  see  t h e  shoot ing.  

Q- You saw t h e  people dead af te rwards?  

A, Yes. 

Q. bout how many were the re?  

A. I ' d  say about maybe 30 o r  4 0 ,  I guess ,  something 
l i k e  t h a t ,  

Q. Were they on a t r a i l  c r  i n  a c l e e r i n g ?  

A. Some of them were i n  a l i t t l e  t r a i l  l i k e ,  some of 
them down i n  a l i t t l e  d i t c h  o r  something. 

Q- Did you s e e  another  l a r g e  group of people dead 
l a t e r  on t h a t  morning? 

A .  Well, what I saw was mostly s c a t t e r e d  o u t ,  I 
be l i eve .  

Q. I see .  You saw a l o t  of dead people s c a t t e r e d  
around? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What were they as  f a r  a s  t h e i r  age and sex  i s  
- concerned? 

A. Most of them were women with l i t t l e  k i d s  and o l d  
l a d i e s ;  some o l d  men. 

Q L a t e r  on d id  you see  a d i t c h  a t  t h e  f a r  edge of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  with some dead people i n  i t ?  
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Q- I understand t h a t  you d id  n o t  k i l l  anybody o r  
shoot  anybody. 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Did you hear  an o rde r  given,  during t h e  morning, 
t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g ?  

No, I d i d n ' t ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Apparently Captain MEDINA d i d  i s s u e  such an o r d e r ,  
and it was passed on by Lieutenant  CALLEY. You d i d n ' t  h e a r  
t h i s ,  d id  you? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q Did you see  any v i s i t i n g  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  morning 
from Task Fort,? Barker o r  t h e  br igade  o r  d i v i s i o n ,  any 
s t r ange  o f f i c e r s ?  

A.  No, I d o n t t  t h i n k  so .  

Q- Did you know Captain MEDINA very we l l ?  

A .  Yes. 

Q What kind of an o f f i c e r  was he? 

A. He was a l l  r i g h t ,  I guess.  He was a p r e t t y  good 
o f f i c e r  . 
Q- Had you expected before  you g o t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e
of My Lai ( 4 )  -- had you expected t o  s e e  s o  many Vietnamese 
people k i l l e d ,  s h o t  t h e  way they were? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Inc luding  women and babies?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q- Some people thought t h a t  maybe t h e  company go t  
ou t  of c o n t r o l  and t h i s  was p a r t  of t h e  reason f o r  t h i s .  Did 
you t h i n k ,  could you t e l l  whether, Captain MEDINA had 
c o n t r o l  of t h e  company t h a t  morning? 

A. Captain MEDINA was behind u s  with another  p la toon,  
s o  I wouldn't  know t h a t .  
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Q Why do you t h i n k  t h e  men of t h e  company k i l l e d  so 
many Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s ,  i nc lud ing  t h e  women and c h i l d r e n ?  
Have you thought about t h i s  much and wondered why they  d i d  i t ?  

A. No, I haven ' t .  

,Q Did you t h i n k  t h i s  i s  what t h e  company was supposed 
t o  do? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  w e  were supposed t o  do t h a t .  

Q. Did you t a l k  it over  with  your f r i e n d s  and t r y  t o  
f i g u r e  o u t  what happened and why? 

A. W e  never  d i d  t a l k  about it much a f t e r  it happened. 
W e  never  d i d  t a l k  t o o  much about it. 

Q - I b e l i e v e  you t o l d  M r .  THOMPSON t h a t  SLEDGE t o l d  
you t h a t  Lieu tenant  CALLEY had k i l l e d  two l i t t l e  g i r l s  o r  
bab ies  i n  t h e  d i t c h  t h e r e .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  This  i s  j u s t  
what SLEDGE t o l d  you now. 

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  I d o n ' t  remember 
say ing  t h a t .  

Q - La te r  on t h a t  day,  d i d  you see any members o f  t h e  
Nat iona l  P o l i c e  t a l k i n g  t o  some VC suspec t s?  

A. How i s  t h i s ,  t h e  Vietnamese s o l d i e r s ?  

Q - Y e s ,  They look l i k e  s o l d i e r s .  They had l i t t l e  
caps on. 

A. Y e s ,  I know. 

Q Did you see them shoot  anybody. 

A. I seen  them shoo t  about t h r e e  men, about  t h r e e  
VC suspec t s .  
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Q* Did you see any American o f f i c e r s  w i t h  them a t .  
t h e  t ime? 

A .  No, I d i d n ' t  s e e  them. I t h i n k  -- no,  it may 
have been some place e l s e .  

Q. W e  are t o l d  t h a t  Captain  MEDINA was t h e r e  and 
Captain  MICHLES from B/4/3, and Captain  KOTOUC, who i s  
t h e  S2 of Task Force Barker .  Do you know Capta in  KOTOUC? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

9- Did you e v e r  h e a r  anyth ing  about Vietnamese 
people  be ing  k i l l e d  t h a t  day a t  ano the r  l i t t l e  hamlet  on 
the  c o a s t ,  a p l a c e  c a l l e d  Co Lay (2)? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Do you remember be ing  l i f t e d  o u t  by h e l i c o p t e r  
a couple  of  days l a t e r  and going back t o  Landing Zone Do t t i e?  

A. Y e s .  
\ 

Q e  Were you s u r p r i s e d  of going i n  from t h e  f i e l d  s o  
soon? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Do you remember any t a l k  about  it among t h e  
members of C h a r l i e  Company a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. They were s ay ing  something about  -- something 
t h a t  happened t h e r e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Something t h a t  somebody 
g o t  k i l l e d  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  A h e l i c o p t e r  o r  something. 

Q Was t h i s  a r e p o r t  t h a t  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  had 
complained about a l l  of  t h e  k i l l i n g s ?  

A .  Yes, something l i k e  t h a t .  That  i s  what w e  w e r e  
t a l k i n g  about among o u r s e l v e s .  

Q. I s e e .  And you f i g u r e d  t h i s  was why t h e  company 
w a s  going i n  e a r l y ?  

A. Y e s .  
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Q Is t h i s  what you were saying? I d o n ' t  want t o  
p u t  words i n  your mouth. Was t h i s  t h e  idea?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q - Thinking back now, what d i d  t h e  men of t h e  company
--how long d i d  they th ink  they were going t o  s t a y  ou t?  

A.  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q - ~ u ta t  l e a s t  it was supposed t o  be longer  than  
3 days, r i g h t ?  

A.  Yes. I thought it was going t o  be longer  than  
3 days. 

Q How long d i d  you usua l ly  s t a y  ou t  when you went 
o u t  on one of these  missions i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. Around about 7 days o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  
Maybe 3 o r  4 days o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Ever s t a y  ou t  2 o r  3 weeks? 

A.  Yes, we d i d ,  2 o r  3 weeks. 

COL FRANKLIN: When you came o f f  of those choppers t h i s  f i r s t  
l i f t ,  were people shoot ing  then? Was t h e  1 s t - P l a t o o n  and 
p a r t  of t h e  2d, were they f i r i n g  t h e n , ' o r  d id  they  j u s t  a l l  
g e t  behind t h a t  dike and wai t?  

A .  We s t a r t e d  f i r i n g  r i g h t  away. 

Q S t a r t e d  f i r i n g  r i g h t  away? 

A. Yes. 

Q And you kep t  f i r i n g  u n t i l  you moved ou t?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q And then  while  you were moving ou t  you kep t  f i r i n g ?  

A. That s r i g h t .  
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Q And about how long d i d  yw do t h i s ?  How long 
be fo re  most of t h e  f i r i n g  stopped? 

A ,  I t  s t a r t e d  s e t t l i n g  down r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  o t h e r  
chopper s t a r t e d  coming i n  wi th  t h e  3d Platoon.  We s t a r t e d  
s e t t l i n g  down. 

Q You moved o u t  r i g h t  away. You d idn '  t wa i t  f o r  
t h a t  second l i f t  t o  come i n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Why d i d  everybody s t a r t  f i r i n g ?  Why d i d  you s t a r t  
f i r i n g ?  

A .  Everybody was f i r i n g ,  s o  I was f i r i n g  too .  

Q- You s t a r t e d  f i r i n g  because everybody e l s e  was 
f i r i n g .  What d i d  you s t o p  f i r i n g  f o r ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  remember. I s t a r t e d  rounding up p r i soners  
and s t u f f ,  you know. I stopped f i r i n g  a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q You stopped f i r i n g  a f t e r  you rounded up t h e  
p r i s o n e r s .  Thank you very much. 

LTC PATTERSON: When you took t h i s  group of people,  you 
took t h i s  group of people over t o  Lieutenant  CALLEY. Did 
you leave  t h e  group with Lieutenant  CALLEY and then you went 
o f f  somewhere e l s e ?  

A. No. We j u s t  s tood around, you know. We were 
hunt ing  people i n  t h e  hootches.  

Q- Did SLEDGE and WOOD s t a y  wi th  you? Did you t h r e e  
k ind  of s t i c k  toge the r?  You were kind of buddies? 

A.  Yes. 

Q- So you took them over t h e r e  and l e f t  t h e  group 
t h e r e  and you t h r e e  went somewhere e l s e ?  

A .  Yes. 

Q. SLEDGE d i d n ' t  s t a y  o r  WOOD d i d n ' t  s t a y  with t h e  
group? 

15 
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A.  I th ink  SLEDGE s tayed over t h e r e .  I th ink  SLEDGE 
s tayed.  I 'm n o t  too  s u r e  about t h a t .  

Q - Somebody was t h e r e  though t o  t ake  charge of t h i s  
group? 

A.  Y e s .  

Q And then  you s a i d  l a t e r  t h a t  SLEDGE t o l d  you
about some shoot ing  i n  t h i s  d i t c h .  Did he t e l l  you t h a t  
morning r i g h t  a f t e r  it happened? 

A. Y e s .  H e  t o l d  me a f t e r  it happened. I guess 
t h a t  i s  what he t o l d  m e  r i g h t  a f t e r  it happened. 

Q You were p r e t t y  good f r i e n d s  with SLEDGE? 

A. Y e s .  

Q You and SLEDGE and who e l s e  was i n  your l i t t l e  
group? Did you have a l i t t l e  group of f r i e n d s  t h a t  you 
k ind  of--

A .  ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  was mostly our  squad. 

Q SLEDGE w a s  i n  your squad? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Apparently', SLEDGE and you t a lked  about 
who d i d  t h e  shoot ing.  You kind of knew who d i d  and 
heard rumors a s  t o  who was doing a l l  of t h e  shoot ing  of 
these  people,  d i d n ' t  you? 

A. Yes. John WOOD, MEADLO and Lieutenant  CALLEY. 

Q And those  were t h e  t h r e e  t h a t  d id  i t ?  How d i d  
you f e e l  about t h i s  group of peole  t h a t  had done a l l  of  
t h i s  k i l l i n g  and shoot ing a f t e r  it happened? 

A. I d i d n ' t  have any fee l ing .  
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Q e  
 Was t h e  company -- d i d  t h e  company have a  kind 
of a l i t t l e  group of  fe l lows  t h a t  hung around w i t h  each 
o t h e r  a l l  of t h e  t ime? 

A. W e  mostly a l l  g o t  t o g e t h e r  a l l  o f  t h e  t i m e .  

Q- A s  a p l a toon?  

A, A s  a company. 

Q. Were t h e  p l a toon  members r e a l  f r i e n d l y  one 
among each o t h e r ?  

A. Y e s .  

MR WEST: What k ind  of a man w a s  L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY? What 
d id  you t h i n k  o f  him? 

A. W e l l ,  he always t r i e d  t o  be a l i t t l e  tough,  
and he has  t o  show you who .is boss  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q- Pardon me. 

A. H e  always t r i e d  t o  show you who i s  boss  and 
s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q- W e l l ,  was he a good l e a d e r ,  would you say?  

A. I would n o t  s a y  he  w a s .  


Q- I t h i n k  you t o l d  M r .  THOMPSON t h a t  h e  was a 

nu t .  H e  always went i n  t h e  wrong d i r e c t i o n .  H e  w a s  
always g e t t i n g  t h e  p l a toon  l o s t .  

A .  He always -- he d i d n ' t  know how t o  r ead  t h e  
map o r  something,  because he  always would g e t  us l o s t  
and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q e  You a l s o  t o l d  M r .  THOMPSON, acco rd ing  t o  h i s  
s t a t e m e n t ,  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  approve of  k i l l i n g  b a b i e s  b u t  
t h e  members of t h e  company were fo l lowing  o r d e r s ,  k i l l i n g  
t h e  women and c h i l d r e n .  Was t h i s  your  impress ion?  

(DOINES) 1 7  APP T-72 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. No. I d o n ' t  remember say ing  t h a t .  

Q- Okay. I guess  from what you t e l l  m e  y o u ' r e  n o t  
e n t i r e l y  s u r e  why a l l  o f  t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  g o t  k i l l e d  
t h a t  morning? 

A. NO, I'm n o t .  

Q But you do f e e l  t hey  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  they  were 
fo l lowing  o r d e r s  i n  doing t h i s ?  

A. NO, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was o r d e r s  t o  go i n  t h e r e  
and k i l l  them a l l  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Do you remember be ing  taken  back by h e l i c o p t e r  
t o  Landing Zone D o t t i e  t h e  a f t e rnoon  of  t h e  18 th?  N 

a 
A. Y e s .  

3-

Q . When you and t h e  o t h e r s  landed t h e r e  and g o t  o u t  
o f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  d i d  an o f f i c e r  t a l k  t o  you, ask  you 3 
some q u e s t i o n s ?  C\1 

A. He d i d n ' t  ask m e  no ques t ions .  I d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  
nobody. 

Q- Do you know Colonel HENDERSON, t h e  b r i g a d e
commander? He was a f u l l  c o l o n e l  and a t a l l  man. 

A. Yes, I t h i n k  I remember him. 

8 Colonel HENDERSON t o l d  us t h a t  he aet  one o r  
two h e l i c o p t e r s  loads  of  men when they  came i n .  H e  t a l k e d  
t o  them and asked them about My Lai .  He asked t h e  whole 
group and then  he picked o u t  two o r  t h r e e  men and asked 
them q u e s t i o n s .  Do You remember t h a t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  
conducted of what happened a t  My Lai on t h e  morning of  t h e  
16 th .  

A. No, sir.  
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Q *  Did anybody e v e r  come t o  you and say he was 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h a t  and asked you ques t ions?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Do you remember t h e  company be ing  c a l l e d  t o g e t h e r  
by Captain MEDINA and he t o l d  t h e  company t h a t  the i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was going on and t h a t  it would be b e t t e r  n o t  t o  t a l k  about 
what happened a t  My Lai except  t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r ?  

A. I remember him saying  something l i k e  t h a t .  I t  
was something l i k e  t h a t .  That day w e  g o t  o u t  of the f i e l d ,  
t h a t  day, he was say ing  something about t h a t .  I d o n ' t  re-
member t h e  e x a c t  words he s a i d .  H e  s a i d  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q- A t  l e a s t  you g o t  t h e  impression you w e r e n ' t  supposed
t o  t a l k  about -itexcept  maybe i f  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  
came? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- Did anybody e l s e  e v e r  t e l l  you t o  be q u i e t  about 
what happened a t  My Lai? 

A. No, nobody. 

Q - What was t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  men of Char l i e  
Company toward t h e  Vietnamese people? Were they  f r i e n d l y  
o r  d i d  they  d i s l i k e  them? Did they  look down on them, o r  
how d i d  they f e e l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I guess they  f e l t  a l l  r i g h t  about it. 

Q a  W e l l ,  what I was r e a l l y  g e t t i n g  a t ,  I was wondering 
whether t h e r e  was an a t t i t u d e  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  men t h a t  
k i l l i n g  t h e  Vietnamese r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  count l i k e  i f  you k i l l e d  
an American? Was t h e r e  any f e e l i n g  l i k e  t h a t  i n  t h i s  company? 

A. I t h i n k  s o ,  yes .  I have seen  some guys l i k e  t h a t .  

Q *  You mean they t a l k e d  about them and c a l l e d  them 
names like "dinks"  and "gooks" and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t ?  
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A. Y e s ,  some o f  them s a i d  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  If one 
fe l low g o t  h u r t ,  you know, h e  might t r y  t o  t a k e  it o u t  on 
one of  them. 

Q S  
 Do you remember t h e  company g e t t i n g  i n t o  a mine-
f i e l d  and having a l o t  of  c a s u a l t i e s  and men g e t t i n g  h u r t  
and k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q w  Now, was t h e r e  any i d e a  about  when you went 
i n t o  My L a i ,  when t h e  company d i d ,  t h a t  t h i s  was a chance 
t o  g e t  even w i t h  t h e  VC f o r  what had happened i n  t h e  mine- 
f i e l d  and f o r  c a s u a l t i e s  t h e  company had had from s n i p e r s  
be fo re?  Was t h e r e  any f e e l i n g  they  wanted t o  g e t  even 
t h a t  day? We're t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  why t h i s  happened, 
because it was most unusual .  

A. I d o n ' t  have any th ing  t o  s ay  about  t h a t .  

Q - I s e e .  You d i d n ' t  f e e l  l i k e  you were going i n  
t h e r e  t o  g e t  even w i t h  t h e  VC o r  anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No. 

Q a  M r .  D O I N E S ,  can you t h i n k  of  any th ing  else you
would l i k e  t o  t e l l  us t h a t  might h e l p  us i n  o u r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
h e r e ?  

A. No, no th ing  t h a t  I know o f .  , 

MR WEST: A l l  r i g h t .  W e  thank you very  much f o r  coming 
h e r e  and appear ing  today.  I know i t ' s  been a l o t  of  t r o u b l e  
f o r  you t o  come a l l  t h e  way up h e r e  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  du r ing  
t h i s  bad weather .  But you have he lped  us and we are very 
g r a t e f u l .  Thank you ve ry  much. 

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be  r eces sed .  

h he' h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  0921 hour s ,  7 January 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: DURSI, James J.  

DATE O F  TESTIMONY: 5 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: F i r s t  Squad, F i r s t  
P l a toon ,  C/1/20. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

A s m a l l  amount of  t r a i n i n g  on t h e  hand l ing  o f  PW's and 
noncombatants w a s  g iven  t h e  u n i t  b e f o r e  DURSI l e f t  Hawaii 
(pgs .  30, 31) . O n  r each ing  Vietnam t h e  u n i t  w a s  g iven  c a r d s ,  
t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  which were d i s c u s s e d  i n  class (pg.  3 2 ) .  The 
ca rds  t hey  r e c e i v e d  d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  "The Enemy i n  Your Hands" 
o r  "Nine Rules" ,  b u t  con ta ined  r u l e s  from t h e  Geneva Con- 
ven t ions  (pg.  3 2 ) .  H e  was g iven  no i n s t r u c t i o n  on t h e  
l e g a l i t y  o f  o r d e r s  (pg.  32) . 
2 .  PFd3OPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

M E D I N A t s  b r i e f i n g  f o r  t h e  My La i  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  g iven  
immediately fo l lowing  a memorial s e r v i c e  f o r  t h o s e  who had 
been k i l l e d  when t h e  company s t u m b l d  into-.a mine f i e ld .  ( p g . 4 ) .  
The men w e r e  p r e t t y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  VC i n  My La i  were t h e  
same persons  who had p l a n t e d  t h e  mines and had sn iped  a t  
them (pg.  5 ) .  MEDINA t o l d  t h e  men t h a t  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  
an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g e t  back a t  t h o s e  who were s h o o t i n g  a t  them 
(pg. 5 ) . Furthermore,  MEDINA s a i d  t h e  company would make 
up f o r  t h o s e  who had been k i l l e d  such a s  WILSON, WEBER, 
and ROTGER (pg.  5) . MEDINA o rde red  them t o  d e s t r o y  l ive-
s t o c k  and anyth ing  t h a t  would be of  use  t o  t h e  enemy, b u t  
d i d  n o t  t e l l  them t o  burn t h e  hootches  (pg.  6 ) .  MEDINA d i d  
n o t  s ay  t o  k i l l  everybody,  b u t  d i d  s ay  t h a t  anyone they  saw 
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would be c a r r y i n g  weapons o r  s u p p l i e s  o r  o p e r a t i n g  f o r  t h e  
VC and should  t h u s  be  cons ide red  an enemy (pg.  6 ) .  There 
w a s  a l o t  of  confus ion  over  t h i s  s t a t emen t  (pg. 6 ) .  Desp i te  
t h i s ,  h e  d i d  n o t  e x p e c t  t o  see c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  (pgs.  16 ,  26, 
2 7 ) .  The . b r i e f i n g  was s h o r t  and much l i k e  a pep r a l l y  
(pgs . 5 ,  7) . There w a s  no b r i e f i n g  by CALLEY a f t e r  it 
(pg. 7 ) .  The men w e r e  a l i t t l e  nervous and somewhat keyed 
up a f t e r  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  (pg. 7) . 
3 .  THE ASSAULT ON MY LAT. 

a.  The p l a t o o n  e n t e r s  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

DURSI  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  t h e  doorgunners on h i s  
h e l i c o p t e r  were f i r i n g  as t h e y  came i n t o  t h e  LZ (pg. 3 4 ) .  
Gunships w e r e  f i r i n g ,  however, and a t  l e a s t  one gunship 
was f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs  . 6 ,  19 ,  34)  . A s  t hey  
approached t h e  LZ, someone y e l l e d  about  f i r e  t o  t h e  f r o n t  
and everyone was p r e t t y  much on guard s i n c e  they  expec ted  
t h e  LZ would be  h o t  (pg.  7 ) .  The LZ was i n  a rice paddy 
approximately 1 0 0  meters from t h e  v i l l a g e  and t o  i t s  wes t  
(pgs.  8 ,  3 3 )  . A s  t hey  landed ,  they  se t  up a p e r i m e t e r  a long  
t h e  d i k e  f a c i n g  east t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e ~ c o m i n g  i n  on 
t h e  n e x t  l i f t  (pgs.  7,  8 ,  3 4 ) .  The f i r s t  squad w a s  on l i n e  
i n  a  paddy n o r t h  o f  t h e  t r e e l i n e  (pgs . 8, 33, 34) . On o r d e r  -
t h e  squad moved o u t  i n  a s o u t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  toward t h e  
v i l i a g e  (pgs .  8 ,  3 4 ) .  A s  they  moved, t hey  herded  t h e  
v i l l a g e r s  ahead o f  them toward an a r e a  where t hey  cou ld  be  
watched and then  s t a r t e d  t h e  s e a r c h  (pg. 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
know i f  t hey  w e r e  r e c e i v i n g  any h o s t i l e  f i r e  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  
b u t  t h e r e  was some f i r i n g  i n  f r o n t  o f  him (pg. 8 ) .  Men were 
f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  even b e f o r e  t hey  were on l i n e  (pg.  1 9 ) .  
He could n o t  f i r e  because h i s  own people  were i n  f r o n t  of him 
(pg. 8 ) .  Between t h e  d i k e  and t h e  sou the rn  p a r t  o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e  t h e  on ly  body he  s a w  w a s  t h a t  of  an o l d  man o r  
woman w i t h  a head wound, l y i n g  f a c e  down (.pgs. 9 ,  19 ,  36) . 

b .  CALLEY o r d e r s  c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d .  

(1) DURSI 's l o c a t i o n .  

DURSI1s squad moved a long t h e  t r a i l  around t h e  
sou thern  edge o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  3 6 ) .  DURSI w a s  on t h e  out-  
s k i r t s  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  and w a s  looking  toward a rice paddy 
(pg. 2 0 ) .  There was brush  a l l  around him and he cou ld  on ly  
s e e  150 f e e t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 2 0 ) .  
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(2 )  The shoo t ing  o f  MEADLO's group.  

DURSI was moving a group o f  people  he had 
cap tu red  and came upon CARTER and MEADLO who had another  
group (pgs. 10 ,  1 2 ,  20) . MEADLO and CARTER were p l a y i n g  wi th  
t h e  k i d s ,  t e l l i n g  t h e  people  where t o  s i t ,  and g i v i n g  t h e  
k i d s  candy (pg.  11). CALLEY came up t o  MEADLO and asked,  
"Can you t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h i s  group?" (pg.  10)  . MEADLO, 
b e l i e v i n g  CALLEY j u s t  wanted him t o  guard t h e  people ,  re-
p l i e d  t h a t  he  could (pg.  11). CALLEY r e t u r n e d  i n  a few 
minutes and q u e r i e d ,  "Why h a v e n ' t  you wasted them y e t ? "  
(pg.  11). MEADLO s a i d ,  "Waste them?" (pg.  11). CALLEY 
r e t u r n e d ,  " T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  I want you t o  shoo t  them" (pg. 11). 
DURSI began moving h i s  d e t a i n e e s  a long  t h e  road and heard  
s h o o t i n g  behind him (pg.  1 2 ) .  Although he  d i d  n o t  a c t u a l l y  
see i t ,  he b e l i e v e d  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  w e r e  s h o t  (pg. 1 2 ) .  

(3 )  . The shoo t ing  o f  DURSI1s group. 

A t  a p o i n t  i n  t h e  t r a i l  which DURSI has  marked 
"1" on E x h i b i t  P-138 (pg.  38) , CALLEY came up behind DURSI 
and o rde red  him t o  p u t  h i s  d e t a i n e e s  i n t o  an i r r i g a t i o n  
d i t c h  which w a s  about  50 t o  75 f e e t  o f f  t h e  t r a i l  (pg.  38) . 
DURSI t o l d  t h e  people  t o  g e t  down i n t o  t,he d i t c h  (pg.  1 2 ) .  
To CALLEY1s o r d e r  t o  s tar t  s h o o t i n g ,  DURSI r e p l i e d ,  "Send 
m e  t o  j a i l  b u t  I ' m  n o t  going t o  shoo t "  (pg.  12)  . MEADLO 
jo ined  CALLEY i n  f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h ;  he  was c r y i n g  (pg .12 ) .  
CALLEY and MEADLO f i r e d  t h e i r  M - 1 6 ' s  on semi-automatic 
a t  f i r s t  and then  switched t o  au tomat ic  (pg.  1 4 ) .  DURSI 
d i d  n o t  know how. many c l i p s  t hey  used (pg. 14) . There 
w e r e  about  50 t o  75 o l d  men, women, and b a b i e s  i n  t h e  
d i t c h  (pgs .  13 ,  16)  . These people  d i d  n o t  o f f e r  any 
r e s i s t a n c e  (pg. 13) . They j u s t  F r i e d  t o  run  o u t  t h e  s i d e s  
o f  t h e  d i t c h  (pg. 13) . DURSI moved t o  t h e  rear,  and, because 
h e  could  s e e  no more than  t h e  t ops  of  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  heads ,  
he  d i d  n o t  know i f  CALLEY s h o t  a l i t t l e  boy c l imbing o u t  of  
t h e  d i t c h  (pg.  1 3 ) .  When t h e  s h o o t i n g  was f i n i s h e d ,  CALLEY 
t o l d  DURSI t o  g e t  a c r o s s  t h e  d i t c h  b e f o r e  he g o t  s i c k  
(pg.  1 2 ) .  N e i t h e r  MITCHELL nor  BOYCE p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h i s  
(pg.  1 4 ) .  DURSI hea rd  t h a t  t h e r e  was an argument between 
CALLEY and a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  i n  which t h e  p i l o t  t o l d  CALLEY 
t h a t  t h e  ground t roops  should  a t  l e a s t  go back and make s u r e  
t h e  people  i n  t h e  d i t c h  were dead (pg. 1 4 ) .  
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b .  D i scuss ion  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  by C Company. 

H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a company meet ing  a t  which 
MEDINA s a i d  it would b e  b e t t e r  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
(pg .  2 4 ) .  H e  was n o t  t o l d  t o  keep q u i e t  abou t  it by anyone 
(pg.  2 4 ) .  No one spoke t o  him abou t  t h e  m a t t e r  i n  a n -
i n v e s t i g a t i v e  c a p a c i t y  (pg .  2 4 ) .  Th i s  s u r p r i s e d  him because  
he  had h e a r d  t h e r e  was go ing  t o  b e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and ,  l i k e  
t h e  o t h e r  members of  t h e  company, h e  was j u s t  w a i t i n g  t o  b e  
c a l l e d  i n  (pgs .  2 4 ,  2 5 ,  2 7 ) .  The men w a i t e d  f o r  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t o r s  t o  come t o  them because  t o  p r e f e r  c h a r g e s  
t h e y  would have had t o  go through t h e  v e r y  o f f i c e r s  i n -  
vo lved  (pg .  2 7 ) .  DURSI and t h o s e  t o  whom he f e l t  c l o s e  
t hough t  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was c a l l e d  f o r  and t h a t  t h e  
Army would i n v e s t i g a t e  (pg .  3 0 ) .  He had been shocked t o  
s e e  peop le  s h o t  down l i k e  t h a t  and s o  were h i s  f r i e n d s  
( p g s .  20 ,  21) . 

c .  Rumors w i t h i n  t h e  company. 

When t h e  men d i s c u s s e d  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  t h e y  t a l k e d  
a b o u t  how t h e y  f e l t  abou t  what had happened r a t h e r  t h a n  
who s h o t  whom (pg .  2 1 ) .  However, he  d i d  h e a r  t h a t  t h e  
second  and t h i r d  p l a t o o n s  had done some k i l l i n g  (pg.  2 1 ) .  
He h e a r d  no s t o r i e s  abou t  c i v i l i a n s  b e i n g  k i l l e d  i n  
Co Lay (pg. 2 3 ) .  

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  MEDINA spoke w i t h  a n o t h e r  o f f i c e r  d u r i n g  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n .  ;. 

A t  one t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e  morning o f  t h e  1 6 t h ,  h e  
b e l i e v e d  t h a t  a t a l l ,  t h i n  o f f i c e r ,  wear ing  g l a s s e s  and 
a s o f t  cap  came i n  by h e l i c o p t e r ,  spoke  w i t h  MEDINA and t h e n  
took o f f  a g a i n  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  (pg. 15) . H e  d i d  n o t  
know who t h e  o f f i c e r  was,  n o r  d i d  he  know where t h e  
company w a s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  (pg. 15) . DURSI d i d  n o t  know 
KOTOUC (pg .  1 9 ) .  

b  . DURSI k i l l s  a  wonan and a  baby.  

H e  k i l l e d  a woman whom he  mistook f o r  a man w i t h  
a r i f l e  a s  s h e  crouched i n  low weeds i n  a r ice paddy h o l d i n g  
a " r h o g i e  s t i c k "  (pg.  1 7 )  . He y e l l e d  "Lai  Day" which means 
"come h e r e , "  b u t  s h e  r a n  and h e  s h o t  h e r  (pg .  1 8 ) .  H e  had 
n o t  s e e n  t h e  baby s h e  was c a r r y i n g ,  b u t  t h e  b u l l e t  went 
t h rough  b o t h  t h e  woman and t h e  baby.  
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c. DuRSI'S assessment  of  MEDINA'S c o n t r o l  of  t h e  

company. 


Under t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s , ~ ~ ~ I N A  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  

company a s  Qest he could  (pgs .  1 6 ,  1 7 )  . Everyone was 

sp read  o u t  and t h e  b rush  w a s  t h i c k ,  making c o n t r o l  

d i f f i c u l t  (pg. 1 7 ) .  MEDINA w a s  o f f  t o  one s i d e  o f  t h e  

v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 7 ) .  


(1) MarijU'ana . 
H e  knew o f  no mar i juana  problem i n  t h e  


company (pg.  26) . 

(2) C Company's a t t i t u d e  toward Vietnamese. 

DJ 

C3C Company's a t t i t u d e  toward Vietnamese was LOdetermined by t h e  s i d e  t h e  people  were on (pg. 25)  . The 

a t t i t u d e  toward people  s i d i n g  w i t h  t h e  enemy w a s  p r e t t y  
bad (pg. 2 5 ) .  

3 


( 3 )  H i s  squad members. g\l 

The members of h i s  squad w e r e  MEADLO, 
CARTER, OLSEN, SIMONE, LAGUNOY, HAYWOOD, MORROW, CONTI,  
BERGTHOLD a ~ dBOYCE !pgs. 9 ,  1 0 ) .  

( 4 )  U s e  o f  Vietnamese as p o i n t  men. 

They used some Vietnamese as p o i n t  men d u r i n g  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  because t h e y  were f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  
were any.- boobytraps  p l a n t e d  i n  t h e  area, t h e s e  people  would 
know about  them (pg.  40)  . 

,>.,$ 
I 
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EXHIBIT 
NUMBER 


M- 2 

M- 3 

P-1 


P-7 

-

P-28 


-
-

P-104,
-
P-112 

P-117 

P-60 

P-66 

P-6 8 

P-6 9 

P-78 


-	 P-87 

P-109 

EXHIBITS 

DESCRIPTION ' 

MACV Card "Nine Rules"  
MACV Card "Enemy i n  Your 
Hand" 

A e r i a l  pho to  o f  My ~ a i  

Misce l l aneous  Scenes 

11 	 II 

If 	 It 

I 1  	 I1  

P i c t u r e  o f  Col HENDERSON 

Misce l laneous  Scenes 

If 	 11 

II 	 II 

11 	 11 

II 	 II 

11 	 II 

!I 	 #I 

I f  " 

NOTES PAGES 
'Wit had neve r  s een  
b e f o r e .  32 
W i t  had neve r  s een  
b e f o r e .  32 
W l t  recognized t n e  
a r e a .  7 
W i t  d i d  n o t  
see. 39 
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  
SIMONE. 40 
I d e n t i f i e d  a s  
p i c t u r e  o f  M I  
a t t a c h e e .  

. 41 
I d e n t i f i e d  p i c t u r e  
o f  OLSEN a t  LZ. 4 1  
Used f o r  i d e n t i f i c a  
t i o n  pu rposes .  24 
W i t  a sked  t o  
i d e n t i f y .  35 

I d e n t i f i e d  a s  
p i c t u r e  of GRIMES 41 

I d e n t i f i e d  a s  PHU. 42 
I d e n t i f i e d  a s  
TORRES. 42 
I d k n t i f i e d  as 
DELPOME . 4 2  
P i c t u r e s  o t  a r e a  
where company 
l a a g e r e d .  

43 
A d e n t l r l e b  a s  
p i c t u r e  of CONTI. 44 

W i t  d i d  n o t  
i d e n t i f y .  44 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER 

P-126 

DESCRIPTION ' - .  

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene 

NOTES 
i ~ d e n t i fi e d  a s  
I p i c t u r e  of 
EMAIL,  and GRIMES. 

I 
I 

I 

PAGES 

Looks l i k e  a r e a  
where company 
l a a g e r e d .  4 4 ,  4 5  
I d e n t i f i e d  as 

II II SMAIL. 4 5  

and w a t e r h o l e .  
P-1 as a n n o t a t e d  by 

P i c t u r e  o f  s m a l l  r i s e  

-

(end  of v i l l a g e .  
IAdmitted i n t o  

W i t  shows o t h e r  
1 3 4  
I 

t h e  w i t n e s s .  e v i d e n c e .  4 6 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1400 hours ,  5 
January 19 70. ) 

MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR : The fol lowing persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, 
COL WILSON, COL FRANKLIN, M A J  ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ COOP. 

The next  witness  i s  M r .  James J. DURSI. 

(MR DURSI, was c a l l e d  as  a  wi tness ,  was 
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  as follows :) 

Would you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupation and 
res idence?  

A, James J. DURSI. I work a t  Western E l e c t r i c  i n  
New York Ci ty ,  and my address  i s  715 East  42nd S t r e e t ,  
Brooklyn, New York. 

MR WEST: M r .  DURSI,  before  we g e t  i n t o  any ques t ions ,  
Colonel WILSON w i l l  advise you as  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose 
of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  inqui ry .  

COL WILSON: M r .  DURSI, t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  
j o i n t l y  by t h e  Secre tary  of t h e  A r m y  and the  Chief of S t a f f ,  
United S t a t e s  A r m y  f o r  t h e  purpose cf  de te rn in ing  f a c t s  and 
making f ind ings  and recommendations concerning: 

(1) the  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  within 
t h e  chain of command, of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  
a s  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding of 
information by any person who had a  duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
f u r n i s h  information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  

It should be emphasized t h a t  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
is  n o t  being conducted t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and a l l  
t h e  circumstances of what happened a t  My Lai.  It i s  d i r e c t e d  
t o  those s p e c i f i c  purposes which I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  

I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and have reviewed 
p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obtained i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  Inspector  General ' s  
and a l s o  t h e  C I D  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s tatements .  
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Your testimony w i l l  be taken under oath.  A 
verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. A t ape  recording i s  
being made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbatim no tes  being taken 
by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of the  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  testimony o r  
p a r t s  of it may l a t e r  become a mat ter  of pub l i c  record  o r  
pub l i c  knowledge. Do you have any ques t ion  on what I ' v e  
j u s t  sa id .  

A. No. 

Q I would l i k e  . to  cont inue wi th  some i n s t r u c t i o n s  
regarding t h i s  testimony. I ' l l  reques t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  
your testimony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  inc lud ing  
o t h e r  wi tnesses  before  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except a s  you may 
be requi red  t o  do s o  before  competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  
o r  admin i s t r a t ive  body. This is  .an admin i s t r a t ive  body. 
You may be reques ted  t o  appear before  a l e g i s l a t i v e  body, 
and you may be reques ted  t o  appear before  a j u d i c i a l  body. 
Those t h r e e  are a l l  r i g h t .  But you s h o u l d n ' t  d i scuss  these  
mat ters  with o t h e r s .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  you a r e  caut ioned t h a t  i f  you a r e  
s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o rde r  i s sued  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  
genera l  cour t -mar t ia l  case of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley-
your appearance he re  i n  no way changes the  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  
and e f f e c t  of t h a t  o rde r .  A r e  you included i n  t h e  o rde r  
i ssued  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge? 

A. Y e s .  

Q W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  a l e g a l  body which has a u t h o r i t y  
t o  conduct t h i s  p b r t i o n  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  However, 
t h i s  doesn ' t  a f f e c t  h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a t  a l l .  

MR WEST: For t h e  record ,  M r .  DURSI , t e l l  u s ,  were you a 
member of the United S t a t e s  Army on 1 6  March 1968? 

A. Yes, I was. 

Q. When were you discharged? 

A. October 4 ,  1968. 

Q. M r .  DURSI, what w a s  your assignment on 1 6  March 
19683 
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A. I w a s  a r i f leman wi th  t h e  f i r s t  squad i n  t h e  1st 
Platoon. 

A. Y e s .  

Q. And a t  t h a t  time was Char l ie  Company a p a r t  of 
Task Force Barker? 

A. Y e s ,  it was. 

Q Could you g ive  me t h e  name of your platoon l eader ,  
p la toon se rgean t ,  and squad l eader?  

A. he platoon l e a d e r  was Lieutenant  CALLEY. I ' m  
n o t s u r e  who was platoon se rgean t  a t  t h e  t ime. I th ink  
Sergeant  COWAN was o u t  a t  t h e  time. H e  was my platoon 
s e r g e a n t  r i g h t  along. And Sergeant MITCHELL was t h e  squad 
l eader .  

Q. Sergeant  COWAN has been he re  t o  t e s t i f y ,  and he 
w a s  along that day. He brought up t h e  r e a r  according t o  
h i s  testimony. What was your grade a t  t h i s  time? 

A.  I was a PFC. 

Q. Now, M r .  DURSI , when did you f i r s t  hear  of the  
planned a s s a u l t  on My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A.  I t  was the  n i g h t  be fo re ,  dur ing  t h e  b r i e f i n g  we 
had. 

Q. Was t h i s  the b r i e f i n g. . given by Captain MEDINA? 

A. Yes, it was. 

9. W a s  there a memorial s e r v i c e  a t  some time before  
t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

Yes, t h e r e  was. 

Could you f i x  the t i m e  of t h e  s e r v i c e ?  

I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  I th ink  it was af te rnoon.  

I t  was t h e  same day? 

3 
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A, I t h ink  so. I t ' s  hard t o  remember, r e a l l y .  

Q- A s  I understand it, t h i s  was f o r  t h e  memory of 
some men of t h e  company who had been k i l l e d  i n  a minef ie ld?  

.A Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- ' Would you t e l l  us a l i t t l e  b i t  about t h a t  mine-
f i e l d  i n c i d e n t ?  . 

A. W e  were moving along, and it I s  hard t o  say how 
it r e a l l y  s t a r t e d .  We came through a hedgerow a rea .  There 
were s m a l l ,  squared-off por t ions  with hedge around them. 
The p o i n t  man i n  my squad was WILSON. I t h i n k  he was t h e  
one who h i t  t h e  f , i r s t  mine. 

Q Bobby WILSON? 

A. Y e s ,  it w a s .  And t h a t  mine h u r t  him, REED, who 
was squad l eader  a t  t h e  t ime, and a man named ROTGERS. He 
was followed by CONTI and myself. When t h e  explosion went 
off  , we ducked down behind t h e  hedge, and as  soon a s  we 
r e a l i z e d  what happened, I though a t  f i r s t  it was j u s t  an 
i s o l a t e d  booby t r a p .  So we went around, and s t a r t e d  t o  
take c a r e  of t h e  wounded. SIMONE and WHITE, who was a 
s p e c i a l i s t  f i v e  a t  t h e  t ime, t h e  company medic, move up, and 
while we were t ak ing  c a r e  of them WHITE h i t  a mine, a small  
one, and l o s t  p a s t  of h i s  t o e s ,  I think.  And another  medic 
moved up, t h a t  w a s  LEE. I th ink  he was a PFC a t  the  time. 
Then w e  s t a r t e d  t o  c a r r y  t h e  wounded o u t ,  f e e l i n g  our  way, 
p r e t t y  much, because t h e  mine sweeper was over i n  another  
p a r t  of the  company. When t h e  f i r s t  explosion went o f f ,  
it was almost l i k e  a series r i g h t  along. One explosion,  
and then a couple of more o f f  i n  the  d i s t a n c e ,  and t h a t ' s  
p r e t t y  much what happened. We went back and f o r t h  about 
f i v e  times ca r ry ing  guys ou t ,  t h e i r  equipment, r i f l e s ,  and 
s t u f f  . 
Q About how many c a s u a l t i e s  were the re?  

A. I ' m  n o t  su re .  I th ink  the  number was about 20 
a l l  t o l d .  I th ink  t h r e e  o r  four  d ied .  

Q. Do you remember who conducted t h e  memorial s e r v i c e ?  

A. No, sir. 
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Q. What d i d  Captain MEDINA t e l l  t h e  company l a t e r  
t h a t  day? 

A.. In t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

Q. Yes, t h e  b r i e f i n g  before  t h e  opera t ion?  

A.  Well, t h e  b r i e f i n g  i t s e l f  was p r e t t y  much l i k e  a 
co l l ege  pep t a l k ,  l i k e  before  a f o o t b a l l  game, more o r  l e s s .  
W e  had been o u t ,  and most of our a c t i o n  was s n i p e r  f i r e .  
We never saw them, s o  t h e r e  was no r e a l  chance t o  f i g h t  
back. This w a s  g e t t i n g  t o  t h e  guys i n  t h e  company, because 
w e  were going ou t  and it was l i k e  t a r g e t  p r a c t i c e .  We 
would come o u t ,  move around --

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  You were t h e  t a r g e t ?  

A. Y e s .  So I t h i n k  t h e  whole b r i e f i n g  was more o r  
l e s s  t o  g ive  us a l i t t l e  more confidence,  and t o  t e l l  us 
t h a t  we were f i n a l l y  going t o  meet an enemy t h a t  we were 
going t o  s e e ,  t h a t  VC and NVA used t h i s  a r e a  f o r  a  while 
now, and t h a t  it was an ARVN A 0  t h a t  wasn ' t  r e a l l y  p a t r o l l e d .  
Our f i r s t  c a s u a l t y  was l o s t ,  a man named WEBER, a t  the  
r i v e r  i t s e l f  from f i r e  from the  o t h e r  s i d e .  When the  company 
t r i e d  t o  c r o s s ,  they were t o l d  t o  s t o p  because it was an 
ARVN AO. It was a c o n f l i c t .  

Q - People s t i l l  remembered WEBER, then? 

A. Right. 

0. We've been t o l d  t h a t  WEBER was t h e  f i r s t  man of 
t h e  company t o  be k i l l e d ?  

A. Yes, he was. Af te r  t h a t  it was WILSON, Gus 
ROTGER and everything.  I t  was t h e  same -- we were p r e t t y  
s u r e  it was t h e  same group of VC who were p l a n t i n g  the  
mines, h i t t i n g  us ,  ope ra t ing  from ac ross  t h e  r i v e r .  More 
o r  l e s s ,  he t o l d  us we were going t o  have a chance t o  g e t  
back a t  t h e  ones who were shoot ing a t  us. And he s a i d ,  you 
know, we 'd make up f o r  guys l i k e  WILSON, and WEBER, and 
ROTGER, t h e  guys who were k i l l e d .  More o r  less t o  r a i s e  
morale. 

Q - Did he t e l l  you what kind of an opera t ion  it was 
t o  be? 
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A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  exac t ly ,  bu t  I know t h e r e  was a 
l o t  of confusion over one s tatement  t h a t  might so lve  it, 
the way I remember it. He s a i d  t h a t  when we came i n t o  t h e  
a r e a ,  t h a t  it was a VC area .  I t  was inhab i t ed  by VC. He 
s a i d  t h a t  i f  we see  a man, woman, o r  a c h i l d ,  t h e y ' l l  
probably,  t h a t ' s  t h e  word, probably,  be ca r ry ing  weapons, 
o r  supp l i e s ,  o r  opera t ing  f o r  t h e  VC. But a t  nc  t i m e  d i d  
he ever  say t o  j u s t  k i l l  everybody you s e e ,  n o t  t o  my 
r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

Q. He more o r  l e s s  s a i d  t h a t  everybody was enemy, 
bu t  he d i d n ' t  say k i l l  everybody? 

A,  Right. He s a i d  it was a VC a r e a ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
t h a t  everybody was an enemy. I f  we d i d  see somebody -- it 
was more o r  less an assumption on h i s  p a r t  t h a t  t h e y ' d  be 
ca r ry ing  supp l i e s  and weapons, and i f  they were,  they were 
t o  be considered enemy. T h a t ' s  what I took it as .  

Q. Did they say anything about t h e  l i v e s t o c k  o r  food? 

A. Y e s ,  from what he s a i d  w e  were supposed t o  des t roy  
l i v e s t o c k  or anything t h a t  would be of use t o  the  enemy. 

Q Anything s a i d  about burning houses o r  hootches? 

A. No, t h a t  I never heard him mention. I d o n ' t  
know who s t a r t e d  it, b u t  it seemed s ~ o n t a n e o u s .  Once.. 
s o n e b ~ d ysaw one bzrning, they figured! L l e  order  was passed 
down. They j u s t  s t a r t e d  burning. 

Q- Did Captain MEDINA g ive  any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  h i s  
o rde r s  had come down t o  him from higher  headquarters?  

A. W e l l ,  I th ink  i n  t h e  beginning of t h e  b r i e f i n g  
he was reading p r e t t y  much from i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  on 
t h e  area .  I d o n ' t  remember any exac t  s ta tements  o r  anything. 

Q Did you know Colonel BARKER? 

A. Yes, I did.  

Q- Was he p resen t  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I d o n ' t  think so. 

Q. Did anybody e l s e  speak a t  the b r i e f i n g ?  
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A. Not t h a t  I remember. I t  was more o r  less a 
p r e t t y  s h o r t  b r i e f i n g ,  l i k e  I s a y ,  a mora le  f a c t o r .  

Q .  How abou t  L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY. Did he g i v e  you 
a b r i e f i n g  a f t e r w a r d s ?  

A .  Not t h a t  I remember. 

Q .  What was t h e  mood of t h e  men a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  
t h a t  even ing ,  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Everybody was a l i t t l e  nervous.  But it was more 
o r  less t h e  way, I s a i d ,  you 'd  go i n t o  a f o o t b a l l  game. 
The guys were look ing  forward t o  g e t t i n g  back a t  t h e  enemy, 
r e a l l y .  

Q - They w e r e  keyed up, were t hey?  

A. To  a c e r t a i n  p o i n t .  I t  w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  l i k e  a mad 
mood where t h e y  w e r e  j u s t  go ing  t o  go o u t  and s t a r t  f i r i n g ,  
b u t  t h e y  w e r e  j u s t  g l a d  t h a t  f o r  once they  w e r e  p robably  
go ing  t o  see t h e  enemy t h e y  were f i g h t i n g .  

Q. Come t o  g r i p s  w i t h  them. 

A .  I f  w e  had t o  go o u t ,  t h a t  was t h e  b e s t  way t o  go 
o u t .  I mean, i n s t e a d  of t h e  way w e  were g o i n g ,  j u s t  walk ing  
around hoping  we'd s tumble  i n t o  them, and meanwhile g e t t i n g  
h i t  w h i l e  w e  w e r e  do ing  it. 

Q .  L e t ' s  move t o  t h e  n e x t  day now, t h e  1 6 t h .  Could 
you t e l l  us what you d i d  and saw a f t e r  you w e r e  l i f t e d  i n t o  
t h e  l a n d i n g  zone? 

A.  A s  w e  came i n t o  t h e  LZ, somebody was y e l l i n g  
abou t  f i r e  from t h e  f r o n t ,  and everybody was p r e t t y  much 
on gua rd .  W e  had h e a r d  r e p o r t s  t h a t  it was go ing  t o  be 
a h o t  LZ. They g o t  it from t h e  r a d i o .  The gunsh ips  w e r e  
f i r i n g  when w e  came i n ,  and ,  a s  w e  l a n d e d ,  w e  a l l  s e t  up 
a p e r i m e t e r  a long  t h e  d i k e s .  

Q - L e t  m e  i n t e r r u p t  you h e r e ,  M r .  DURSI, t o  show you 
an  aer ia l  photograph  ( E x h i b i t  P-1) of  My L a i  ( 4 )  . The 
s c a l e  i s  1 i n c h  e q u a l s  approximate ly  100 m e t e r s .  I t ' s  
o r i e n t e d  to  t h e  n o r t h .  A c t u a l l y ,  t h i s  is t h e  hamle t  of My 
L a i  ( 4 )  . I a l s o  show you a 1:25,000 s c a l e  map which has  
been a d m i t t e d  i n t o  e v i d e n c e  a s  E x h i b i t  MAP-4. 

(MR WEST o r i e n t s  w i t n e s s  on E x h i b i t s  P-1 and 
MAP-4. ) 
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The landing  zone was west of t h e  hamlet i n  the 
r i c e  paddy. Does t h i s  look f a m i l i a r  t o  you? 

A. Offhand, i t ' s  hard t o  say. When we landed, a l l  
I saw was t h e  surrounding area. 

Q. Are you accustomed t o  looking a t  a e r i a l  photographs? 

A. No, n o t  r e a l l y .  

Q. Referr ing  t o  t h e  photograph i n  f r o n t  of you, t h i s  
is  t h e  landing zone here .  I understand t h a t  t h e  s e c t o r  of 
t h e  1st Platoon was on t h e  r i g h t  a s  you formed up along t h e  
dike.  1st Platoon had t h e  r i g h t  h a l f ,  o r  t h e  south h a l f ,  
of the  hamlet,  about l i k e  t h a t .  J u s t  go ahead and t e l l  us 
what the  p la toon d i d  and what you saw and heard,  

A. A s  we landed, we dropped i n t o  p o s i t i o n  and formed 
a per imeter  f o r  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  coming i n  on t h e  next  l i f t s .  
We were on l i n e .  We g o t  an o rde r  t o  move i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  CV 
W e  s t a r t e d  i n ,  and s t a r t e d  ga the r ing  t h e  people up l i k e  we 4 
usual ly  do when w e  go through a v i l l a g e .  We herded a l l  t h e  u> 
people t o g e t h e r  ahead of us ,  moved them i n t o  an a r e a  where 
they could be watched and then s t a r t e d  t h e  search.  

3-
Q A t  t h e  o u t s e t ,  was t h e r e  much shopt ing? CU 

A. There was some f i r e  t o  my f r o n t ,  bu t  I c a n ' t  
r e a l l y  say anything on it because I was behind them. I 
cou ldn ' t  f i r e ,  my own men were i n  f r o n t  of m e .  

Q .  Had you rece ived  any h o s t i l e  f i r e  a t  a l l ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know. The word came back t h a t  
w e  were r e c e i v i n g  f i r e ,  and t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  were f i r i n g .  

. 

I assumed we were. 

Q A f t e r  you g o t  on the ground, though, w e r e  you 
taken under f i r e  a t  a l l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know. When I moved t o  p o s i t i o n ,  
a l l  I was doing was moving i n t o  p o s i t i o n .  And then ,  when 
we go t  up t o  move through, t h e r e  were guys i n  f r o n t  of me.  
There w a s  some f i r i n g  going on ahead of m e .  B u t  d i d  I 
a c t u a l l y  s e e  anybody shoot  a t  us? I c a n ' t  say I d id .  
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Q W e l l ,  d i d  your p la toon rece ive  any c a s u a l t i e s  
t h a t  day',. d i d  anybody g e t  h u r t ?  

A. One man, CARTER. 

Q. Outside of CARTER? Nobody was k i l l e d ?  

A. No, n o t  u n t i l  -- t h e r e  was one man who was h u r t  
i n  t h e  mines a f t e r  we l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  TREVINO was h u r t ,  
I know. He was i n  t h e  2d Platoon. I th ink  t h e r e  was one 
o t h e r ,  bu t  I'm no t  sure.  

Q. MEADLO w a s  h u r t  t h e  next  day, t h e  17th.  

A. MEADLO, too.  

Q When you f i r s t  g o t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  you see  
anybody k i l l e d ?  

A. I came across  one body as  I came through t h e  
hedgerows i n t o  the  v i l l a g e .  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  whether it was 
a woman o r  an o l d e r  man because it was a head wound, and 
the body was ly ing  face  down. 

Q J u s t ,  go ahead with what you saw. 

A. Then w e  moved through and s t a r t e d  ga the r ing  people 
up, and I was with ~ i e u t e n a n tCALLEY, moving people down 
toward the o t h e r  end of t h e ' v i l l a g e .  MEADLO and I th ink ,  
CARTER, I 'm n o t  s u r e  who e l s e  was with them, had another  
group, and I t h i n k  they were o f f  here  t o  t h e  s i d e .  

Q. Before we go any f u r t h e r ,  do you r e c a l l  t h e  names 
of t h e  members of your squad? 

A. Some of them, I c a n ' t  be s u r e  of a l l  of them. 
That day t h e r e  w e r e  --
Q ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  A l l  you can remember . 
A. MEADLO, CARTER, myself. I th ink  OLSEN had t h e  
machinegun. I t  might have been BERGTHOLD, too.  

Q How about BOYCE? 

A. BOYCE w a s  w i th  my squad. 
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SIMONE?.Q* 

A. SIMONE , r i g h t .  

Q MAURO? 

A. MAURO, I t h i n k ,  was a t t ached  t o  t h e  2d Platoon. 

Q - How about LAGUNOY and HAYWOOD? 

A. LAGUNOY .and HAYWOOD, r i g h t .  They were a c t u a l l y  
i n  the  f i r s t  squad., You s e e ,  t h a t  squad was a c t u a l l y  a 
combination of t h e  f i r s t  and t h i r d  because we were under-
manned a t  t h e  time. So they made two squads of our  p la toon,  
o u t  of the o r i g i n a l  four .  

Q - W e  understood t h e r e  were j u s t  two squads. 

A. . I th ink  'CONTI might have been i n  t h e  squad, too.  

Q - Y e s ,  CONTI was i n  t h e  squad. A l l  r i g h t ,  you were 
ga ther ing  up people a s  you went along. Was t h e  p la toon 
k i l l i n g  anybody as: they moved forward, do you remember? 

A. Not from where I was. We were j u s t  ga the r ing  
people. MEADLO and CARTER, I t h i n k ,  had t h i s  one group 
o f f  t o  one s i d e ,  and t h e r e  was another  group being moved 
through t h e  v i l l a g e  j u s t  i n s i d e .  This group was o u t  i n  
the  r i c e  paddy next  t o  it. And I saw Lieutenant  CALLEY 
come over,  and he s a i d  t o  MEADLO: "Can you t ake  c a r e  of 
t h i s  group?" 

Q- About where was t h i s  group a t  t h i s  t ime, do you
r e c a l l ?  

A. I t  must .have been through t h i s  area somewhere. 

I n  t h e ' s o u t h  of t h e  hamlet i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy? 

A. I t  w a s  t o  t h e  o u t s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and the  
road was next  t o  it. 

Q a  Do you remember whether you were j u s t  about a t  
t h e  end of the hamlet,  o r  i n  t h e  c e n t e r ,  o r  -- . 

A. (Lnterposing)  I t ' s  hard t o  say. It might have 
been about th ree -guar t e r s  of t h e  way through. 
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Q. M r .  DURSI, have you seen L i f e-magazine f o r  
December 5, 196.9? 

A. Y e s ,  I have. 

Q. The c o l o r  p r i n t s  i n  t h e r e ,  a s  you r e c a l l ,  were 
photographs taken by Ron HAEBERLE who was a t  t h a t  time a 
se rgean t  i n  t h e  PI0 detachment of t h e  11 th  Brigade. I 
have h e r e  a copy of t h a t  magazine which has been introduced 
i n t o  evidence as  Exhib i t  M-1.  Among t h e  photographs 
reproduced i n  the  magazine, on page 3 8 ,  i s  a photographic 
reproduct ion of one of t h e  photographs taken by Ron 
HAEBERLE which has been admitted i n t o  evidence as  Exhib i t  
P-41. I show you t h a t ,  and ask i f  you have ever  seen t h a t  
before?  

A. . I t ' s  hard t o  say. I d i d n ' t  s e e  it l i k e  t h a t ,  
no. I go by t h i s  fence on t h e  s i d e  of t h e  road but  --
the way I was moving, came through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e r e  was 
a road t h a t  came t h i s  way, 'and c u t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  There 
w a s  a paddy next  t o  it. Tha t ' s  where I s a w  t h a t  one group. 

Q- I a c t u a l l y  i n t e r r u p t e d  you. You were t e l l i n g  
us about t h i s  one group. 

A. Lieutenant  CALLEY came over t o  MEADLO and CARTER 
and t o l d  them t o  . - - can they take  c a r e  of t h i s  group. So 
MEADLO s a i d ,  "Yes, sir." And he f i g u r e d  he j u s t  wanted 
him t o  watch them. And Lieutenant  CALLEY l e f t ,  and came 
back a couple minutes l a t e r ,  and asked him, I th ink  t h e  
words he used were: "Why haven ' t  you wasted them ye t?"  
And MEADLO j u s t  looked a t  him l i k e  he c o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  
it. H e  s a y s ,  "Waste them?" And he says ,  "That 's r i g h t .  
I want you t o  shoot  them." I had been t a l k i n g  t o  CARTER. 
=LO and CARTER were a c t u a l l y  p laying  wi th  t h e  k i d s ,  
t e l l i n g  the people where t o  s i t  down, and g iv ing  t h e  k ids  
candy. And when CALLEY s a i d  it, I don 't know what made 
m e  t h i n k  it, but  I j u s t  f e l t  t h a t ' s  what he meant, and 
I s a i d  t o  CARTER, "I th ink  he wants him t o  k i l l  them. I' 
And CARTER j u s t  looked a t  me and s a i d ,  "No." And I s a i d  
t h a t  t h a t ' s  what I th ink  he means. That was the  l a s t  t i m e  
I s a w  CARTER. I heard l a t e r  he was sho t  through the  f o o t ,  
and I heard some people say he d i d  it himsel f .  I don ' t  know. 
That w a s  t he  last  time I saw him, and he was p r e t t y  shocked 
about what was going t o  happen. 

Q How c l o s e  were you t o  CALLEY and MEADLO a t  t h i s  
time? 
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A. MEADLO was o f f  t o  my--as I was fac ing  him--he 
was of f  t o  my l e f t  about 10, 15 f e e t .  CALLEY was coming 
t o  t h a t  road I was t a l k i n g  about ,  which is another  15 f e e t .  

Q . What happened then? 

A. . I  s t a r t e d  moving t h e  people I had been walking 
along down t h i s  road,  and I heard shoot ing  behind me. 
Lieutenant  CALLEY came back up --
Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You had another  group a t  t h i s  time? 

A. Yes. Lieutenant  CALLEY came up from behind me and 
s a i d :  "Get them a l l  i n t o  t h i s  d i t c h .  " I t  was l i k e  an 
i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h .  

Q .  What is  your understanding of what happened 
back t h e r e ?  

A. I be l i eve  they were sho t .  

Q You d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  s e e  t h i s ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  s e e  any shoot ing.  We g o t  t o  t h a t  
d i t c h  and he says ,  "Get them a l l  down i n t o  t h e  d i t c h . "  
So I s t a r t e d  t o  t e l l  people t o  g e t  down i n t o  t h e  d i t c h .  
And he s a i d  something l i k e ,  " S t a r t  shoot ing,  " gave an 
o rde r  t o  shoot.  I j u s t  s tood the re .  I c o u l d n ' t  do it. 

Q. Was MEADLO t h e r e  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. MEADLO came up a f t e r  Lieutenant  CALLEY s t a r t e d  t o  
shoot.  MEADLO came up. He was c ry ing  a t  t h e  t i m e  he came 
up. They both s t a r t e d  f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h .  MEADLO 
turned t o  me and s a i d ,  "Why a r e n ' t  you f i r i n g ?  Shoot." 
He was s t i l l  crying.  I j u s t  s a i d ,  "I c a n ' t .  " I had t o l d  
Lieutenant  CALLEY, "Send me t o  j a i l ,  bu t  I ' m  no t  going t o  
shoot. " Then, a f t e r  a l l  t h e  shoot ing i n t o  t h e  d i t c h  was 
f i n i s h e d ,  he t o l d  me t o  g e t  across  the  d i t c h  before  I g o t  
s i ck .  I walked down a l i t t l e  ways and crossed  t h e  d i t c h  
onto t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  f i n i s h e d  moving through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Did you see Lieutenant  CALLEY k i l l  a l i t t l e  boy 
o r  a baby i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  a boy climbing out  of t h e  d i t c h ?  
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A. No, I d i d n ' t  see t h a t .  What I saw was p r e t t y  
much t h e  top  of t h e  d i t c h ,  a few peop le ' s  heads. Where 
I was s tanding ,  I was back a l i t t l e  way. I saw them 
f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h .  

Q. About how many people were i n  t h e  d i t c h  i n  
your judgment? 

A. I t ' s  hard t o  say. I th ink  t h e r e  were 5 0  t o  75 
o r  so. 

0 .  What were t h e i r  ages and sexes? 

A. A few o l d  men, women, babies ,  and a few s m a l l  
k ids .  

Q. Were they o f f e r i n g  any r e s i s t a n c e  a t  a l l ?  

A. No, n o t  t h a t  I s a w .  They t r i e d  t o  run out  the  
s i d e s  of t h e  d i t ches .  But t h e  only r e s i s t a n c e ,  I guess 
you could c a l l  it, was on t h e  p a r t  of one o l d  man. I d o n ' t  
know whether he was t h e  v i l l a g e  chief  o r  a Buddhist monk. 
H e  was t r y i n g  t o  t a l k  t o  CALLEY; he was t a l k i n g  Vietnamese, 
s o  I d o n ' t  know how much he go t  across  t o  him. 

Q. I be l i eve  when you t a l k e d  t o  t h e  C I D  agent ,  M r .  
ZAZA, you s a i d  t h i s  man wore white  garments? 

A. Yes, he d id .  

Q. Could he have been a monk? 

A. I'm n o t  r e a l l y  su re ,  he could have been. 
I know t h a t  they do wear white ,  but I w a s n ' t  sure .  

Q. What happened t o  t h i s  man? 

A. He was k i l l e d  with t h e  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  d i t c h .  

Q. Did anyone e l s e  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  shoot ing t o  
your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. What about Sergeant MITCHELL? 
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A. Not t h a t  I saw.  I saw Sergeant MITCHELL only 
before we w e r e  going through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. What were Lieutenant  CALLEY and MEADLO using t o  
f i r e  i n t o  t h e  people? 

A. .M-16 r i f l e s .  

Q. How were they f i r i n g ?  

A. F i r s t  they were f i r i n g  automatic ,  and then they 
f i r e d  semiautomatic. 

Q. They went more o r  less t o  aim and f i r e  with t h e  
semiautomatic? 

A. Yes. 

Q Do you have any i d e a  how many c l i p s  o r  magazines 
they used? 

A. I c a n ' t  be sure .  

Q. W a s  everybody i n  t h e  d i t c h  dead when they
f i n i s h e d  shoot ing? 

A. I know t h e r e  was an argument between Lieutenant  
CALLEY -- t h i s  is  what I ' v e  heard now -- an argument be-
tween Lieutenant  CALLEY and a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  over it. 
I know I d i d  hear  words t h a t  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  s a i d  t h a t  
a l l  t he  people i n  t h e  d i t c h  weren ' t  dead and t h a t  they  
should go back and a t  l e a s t  make su re  they were dead. 

Q. Did you s e e  BOYCE around t h e r e  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. I saw BOYCE a f t e r  w e  crossed t h e  d i t c h  f o r  a couple 
of seconds. 

Q. Did he p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  the  shoot ing? 

~ o ttGat  I know. 

Q - Could you t e l l  us what happened a f t e r  t h i s  i n c i -
dent  a t  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. I moved through t h e  o t h e r  end of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and 
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t h e  company reformed, We continued towards some o t h e r  
v i l l a g e s .  

Q .  L e t q s  go back t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  wi th  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t .  Did you see  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  land? 

A. No. 

Q. You j u s t  heard about t h i s  l a t e r  on? 

A. Yes. 

Q. During t h e  morning, d i d .  you hear  an o rde r  given 
t o  s t o p  t h e  shoot ing o r  s t o p  the  k i l l i n g ?  

A.  Y e s .  An order  was given t h a t  no more people 
were t o  be s h o t .  

Q. , C a n  you f i x  t h e  time of t h i s ,  approximately? 

A. Not r e a l l y ,  no. I know it was a f t e r  we passed 
through t h e  v i l l a g e .  We w e r e  on our way t o  t h e  second. 

Q- It was a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. Y e s ,  

Q Did you s e e  any v i s i t i n g  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  morning 
from Task Force Barker, br igade ,  o r  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. A t  one t ime,  I t h i n k ,  a h e l i c o p t e r  d i d  come i n  
with a t a l l ,  t h i n  o f f i c e r .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  what rank he was. 
He had a c l ipboard  with him. He t a l k e d  t o  Captain MEDINA, 
and then took o f f  again i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q. Could you f i x  t h e  time of t h i s ,  where you were? 
W e  know t h a t  Captain KOTOUC came i n  dur ing  t h e  af te rnoon 
sometime. H e  was t h e  Task Force Barker S2. 

A.  I d o n ' t  know. A l l  I know is  it was a t a l l ,  t h i n  
o f f i c e r .  I t h i n k  he was wearing g lasses .  He was wearing a 
s o f t  cap, he d i d n ' t  have a helmet. 

Q. Do you remember where t h e  company was a t  the  time? 

A. No. 
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Q. I ' m  no t  s u r e  I asked you t h i s .  Can you t e l l  
me about the  people i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  what t h e i r  ages and 
sexes were? 

A. Yes, t h e r e  were a few males, o l d  males. The 
test were women, small  bab ies ,  and young ch i ld ren .  

Q. 'How w e l l  d i d  you know Captain MEDINA? 

A. I was wi th  him i n  Hawaii f o r  over 6 months 
before we l e f t .  

Q *  What kind' of an o f f i c e r  was he? 

A. - H e  w a s  a s t r i c t  o f f i c e r ,  but  he was a l s o  p r e t t y  
f a i r .  They g ive  re fe rence  t o  t h a t  nickname "Mad Dog," bu t  
he got  t h a t  i n  H a w a i i .  I t  was j u s t  more o r  l e s s  he was 
s t r i c t ,  he w a s  s t r a i g h t .  Wen he '  t a l k e d  t o  you he 
resembled a mad dog. 

Q. When you went i n t o  t h e  hamlet t h a t  morning, did 
you expect  t o  see a l o t  of c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q Did you g e t  t h e  impression t h a t  t h i s  was done 
pursuant  t o  o rde r s?  

A. A t  t h e  t i m e ,  I thought Lieutenant  CALLEY was 
opera t ing  under o rde r s .  I f igured  why e l s e  would he do it. 
But when he gave me t h e  o r d e r ,  I j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  go through 
with it. 

Q - Do you have any reason t o  be l i eve  t h a t  MEDINA 
ordered t h i s ?  

A. No, n o t  r e a l l y ,  because a t  t h e  t ime what I thought 
it might have been, too ,  was m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h a t  
phrase I t o l d  you about e a r l i e r ,  where he s a i d  "probably." 
I f  you l e f t  t h a t  word o u t ,  you could t ake  it t h e  wrong way. 

I 

Q- Do you t h i n k  Captain MEDINA had c o n t r o l  of 
h i s  company t h a t  morning a t  My Lai (4)? 

A. A s  b e s t  he could,  I guess.  We were moving 
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through the  v i l l a g e .  He w a s  o f f  t o  one s i d e  of the  
v i l l a g e ,  I think.  I t ' s  hard t o  c o n t r o l  everybody from 
the re .  I t  was a  b i g  v i l l a g e ,  and we were p r e t t y  we l l  
spread out .  

Q.  A l o t  of t r e e s ,  l o t s  of underbrush, a s  I 
understand it. 

A .  A l o t  of o b s t r u c t i o n s  where one guy could 
be s tanding  here  and he wouldn't  see  a guy 10 f e e t  
away from him. 

Q - Could you t e l l  whether he was i n  r a d i o  communica- 
t i o n  with Lieutenant  CALLEY dur ing  the  morning? 

A .  I ' m  no t  sure .  I know a t  one time -- I d o n ' t  know 
whether Lieutenant  CALLEY stayed near  a  man wi th  a  
r a d i o  the  whole t ime, but  I th ink  I d i d  hea r  him once over 
the r a d i o  saying t o  CALLEY t o  g e t  h i s  people o u t  of t h e  
open, keep them i n  t h e  t r e e s  and everything.  Then, 
i n  case we d i d  g e t  f i r e  from one s i d e  o r  something, they 'd  
have some p ro tec t ion .  

Q. Was SLEDGE Lieutenant  CALLEY1s r a d i o  opera tor?  

A .  I th ink  he was a t  the  time. 

Q. Did you see  much of SLEDGE dur ing  t h e  morning? 

A. No. 

Q. Aside from the  two groups of people t h a t  you 
gathered toge the r  and sho t ,  d i d  you see o t h e r  people 
k i l l e d  during the  morning as  you moved through? 

A .  A s  we came out  a f t e r  t h e  d i t c h ,  I d i d  k i l l  one 
woman and a baby, bu t  it was involved i n  -- I d i d n ' t  
know she had the  baby, and I thought it was a man. She 
was crouching i n  low weeds i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy. And what 
I thought was a r i f l e  turned  out  t o  be a "chogie s t i c k "  
l a t e r  on. Tha t ' s  a s t i c k  with which they c a r r y  t h i n g s  
along t h e  road I y e l l e d ,  " l a i  day,"  which means come 
here ,  And as  I y e l l e d  it, she d i d n ' t  t u r n  o r  anything. 
A l l  I s a w  was t h e  back of t h e  r i c e  h a t .  She s t a r t e d  
running toward one s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I y e l l e d  t o  
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Q Did you know Captain KOTOUC? 0 .  

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  so.  

Q- Task Force Barker S2? 

A e  No. 

COL FRANKLIN : M r  DURSI,  I 'm t r y i n g  t o  g e t  an idea .  
Am I c o r r e c t  i n  understanding you t o  say t h a t  the  
k i l l i n g  as  you knew it -- you j u s t  went i n ,  you were 
j u s t  rounding people up. You saw one dead person,  a 
man o r  a woman, you weren ' t  s u r e ,  h i t  i n  t h e  head. And 
then t h e  k i l l i n g  was of t h e s e  two groups of people. We've 
had o t h e r  people say t h a t  t h e  k i l l i n g  s t a r t e d  as  soon as  
people g o t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  There were a l l  s o r t s  of bodies 
i n  ones,  twos, t h r e e s ,  and fours  l y i n g  a l l  around. Granted, 
it could be d i f f e r e n t  i n  each squad a r e a ,  because you ' r e  
c u t  o f f  from everybody e l s e .  But could you j u s t  th ink  
about t h i s  and g ive  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  again of what 
you saw, what you heard. I ' m  not  t a l k i n g  about g u n f i r e ,  
and y e l l i n g ,  and people t e l l i n g  you s t u f f  l a t e r  on. Do 
you have an i d e a  how t h i s  t h i n g  s t a r t e d ,  and once it s t a r t -
ed,  was it everybody, j u s t  a few guys,  o r  j u s t  what hap- 
pened? Did you, i n  f a c t ,  r e a l l y  understand it yourse l f?  

A. I t ' s  very hard because I only know what I saw 
i n  the p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  I was i n .  T h a t ' s  t h e  way I ' v e  
been t e l l i n g  it, b u t ,  I mean, I d i d  hear  f i r e  from t h e  
f r o n t ,  guys f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  be fo re  we even go t  
a l l  t h e  way up on l i n e .  And t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  were f i r i n g  
as we  were coming i n .  

Q. I n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes. 

Q Hel icop te r s  f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Did you 
walk through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  You only saw one -- you walked 
a l l  t h e  way through t h a t  v i l l a g e  up t o  t h e  d i t c h ,  and 
you d i d n ' t  s e e  one dead body o t h e r  than t h a t  woman you saw? 

A.  I n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  I went through. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  s ee  one? 
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A. I saw t h e  one woman. I was more o r  l e s s  on 
t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e  out  here ,  s o  most of t h e  
t i m e  I was looking toward the  r i c e  paddy, and t h e r e  was 
brush and everyth ing  on one s i d e  of me. I herded the  
one group down t o  where I made t h e  t u r n  t o  go t o  t h e  d i t c h .  
I went t o  t h e  d i t c h .  Then, when we came o u t ,  I went t h a t  
yay again.  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  s e e  any more than  maybe 150 
f e e t  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  A s  f a r  a s  my walking through it, 
I wasn ' t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  long. 

Did you hea r  a l o t  of f i r i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h e r e  was. It  was s c a t t e r e d  f i r e ,  o f f  t o  
e i t h e r  s ide .  

Q. Sca t t e red ,  bu t  was it sort of continuous.  I 
mean one weapon, a t  l e a s t  one weapon, f i r i n g  most of the  
time f o r  say an hour,  hour and a h a l f ,  two hours? O r  
how long? 

A. I t ' s  p r e t t y  hard t o  remember. 

Q Y e s ,  I ,understand t h a t .  You knew t h a t  these  two 
groups had been murdered. Did you th ink  t h a t  was t h e  
e x t e n t  of i t ?  When d i d  you f i n d  out  what everybody e l s e  
had done? What w a s  your opinion immediately a f t e r  t h e  
d i t c h ?  What d id 'you  t h i n k ,  and what d i d  you l a t e r  f i n d  
ou t?  What were your f e e l i n g s  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I w a s  p r e t t y  shocked over t h e  f a c t  t h a t  people 
were s h o t  down l i k e  t h a t .  A s  f a r  a s  I saw, o r  a s  f a r  as  
I ' v e  ever  known, un less  someone was a c t u a l l y  capable  of 
harmlng you, o r  capable  of shoot ing  you, t h e r e ' s  no 
reason t o  shoot  them. You t ake  them p r i s o n e r ,  o r  you send 
them back where somebody can watch them u n t i l  they can be 
taken i n .  When they were a l l  j u s t  l i n e d  up and s h o t  l i k e  
t h a t ,  it reminded me'  of newsreels of H i t l e r .  

Q. How about t h e  o t h e r  squads? You were i n  the  t h i r d  
squad which a c t u a l l y  was p a r t  of -- t he  1st and the  t h i r d  
had been combined i n t o  t h e  t h i r d  squad, r i g h t ?  And then,  t h e r e  
was the  second squad. What d i d  t h e  guys i n  t h e  second squad say? 

A. Af ter  a l l  t h i s  was happening? 

Q . Y e s ,  what d i d  they say they had done o r  seen done? 
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A. I only t a lked  about it' t o  a few c l o s e  f r i e n d s .  
Most of the  f e e l i n g  was t h a t ,  you know, they f e l t  p r e t t y  
bad about it themselves. I mean t h e  guys t o  whom I was 
p r e t t y  c lose .  

Q- The second squad -- who a r e  your f r i e n d s ,  SIMONE, 
CONTI ? 

A.  SIMONE, C O N T I ,  MAURO. Those a r e  t h e  t h r e e  
with whom I s tayed most of t h e  t ime. John WOOD, but  he 
w a s  k i l l e d .  Gus ROTGER, he was k i l l e d  i n  a minef ie ld .  
There were about f i v e  o r  t e n  of us who were a c t u a l l y  
r e a l l y  c lose  f r i e n d s .  The o t h e r  guys, you know, I knew 
them t o  say h e l l o  and everyth ing ,  bu t  a s  f a r  a s  t o  s i t  
down and t a l k  f o r  an hour o r  so a t  a t i m e ,  it was very 
rare. Mostly I s tayed with the  guys t h a t  were i n  my 
squad. Most of them with whom I was f r i e n d l y  were 
from up he re ,  around t h e  New York a r e a ,  New J e r s e y  
area .  

Q. When you t a l k e d  t o  these  people you j u s t  mention-
ed d i d  you have t h e  f e e l i n g ,  a l l  of you, t h a t  it was a 
small  group i n  t h e  1st Platoon t h a t  had done a l l  of it, 
o r  t h a t  nea r ly  everybody had p a r t i c i p a t e d ?  

A .  From what I heard among everybody t a l k i n g  i n  t h e  
company, t h e  3d Platoon was supposed t o  have done some k i l l -
ing ,  and l ikewise  t h e  2d Platoon. A s  f a r  a s  going i n t o  t h e  
i n c i d e n t s  a f te rward ,  it was j u s t  a ma t t e r  of t a l k i n g  about 
how we f e l t  about what happened, n o t  r e a l l y  saying ,  you 
know: "I s h o t  t h i s  one, " o r  "Whom d id  you shoot?" ,  o r  
"How many d i d  you k i l l ? "  I t ' s  l i k e  a nightmare is  over ,  
you know, and you d i scuss  what happened, no t  r e a l l y  pin-
p o i n t i n g  d e t a i l s .  

MR WEST: M r .  DURSI , do you remember what t h e  company d id  
on t h e  nex t  few days,  t h e  17th  and 18th? 

A. I know we went through some o t h e r  v i l l a g e s ,  and 
w e  searched them and everything.  

Q There ' s  one t h i n g  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h a t  I want t o  
ask you about. I n  your s ta tement  t o  M r .  ZAZA, you s a i d :  
"We never went back t o  t h e  f i r s t  v i l l a g e ,  bu t  we s k i r t e d  
around it t h e  next  day. There was a heavy s tench i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  and I saw a row of fresh-dug b u t  empty graves 
j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  The a r e a  seemed d e s e r t e d ,  and 
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we d i d n ' t  come ac ross  any bodies.  " Now you, I guess ,  w e r e  
speaking of My Lai  ( 4 )  then ,  weren I t  you? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Could it have been t h a t  you came back near  
Ny Lai ( 4 )  on t h e  way t o  H i l l  85? 

A. It w a s  t h e  h i l l  on which MEADLO l o s t  h i s  foo t .  

Q It  w a s  t h e  h i l l  where MEADLO l o s t  h i s  f o o t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. We've been l e d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  1st Platoon 
had a wission to  go up on H i l l  85 the morning of t h e  17th.  
So I take  it, then ,  t h a t  you d i d  go back somewhere near  
My Lai ( 4 ) .  Could you t h i n k  back on t h i s ,  and t e l l  us 
everything you can remember about t h e  appearance of My 
Lai ( 4 )  t h a t  morning, t h e  morning a f t e r ?  

A. A few of t h e  houses weren ' t  burned; a l o t  of 
them were. It w a s  q u i e t ,  and looked dese r t ed .  

Q. Did you see any people? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t  s e e  anybody around. 

Q . Where were t h e s e  newly-dug graves t h a t  you men-
t ioned?  

A. The v i l l a g e  w a s  t o  t h e  r i g h t  of us a s  we were 
heading f o r  H i l l  85, and then,  between us and t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
t h e r e  were some trees and a ground swe l l .  To one s i d e  
of it t h e r e  were these graves.  

Q. Were they anywhere near  t h e  d i t c h  where you s a w  
t h e  bodies ,  where you saw people shot?  

A. NO, the d i t c h  was c l o s e r  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t  Mas 
i n  the  v i l l a g e .  

Q - So t h e  newly-dug graves were f a r t h e r  away from 
the  v i l l a g e  and beyond t h e  d i t c h ,  away from t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s .  A s  a mat ter  of f a c t ,  t h e  only s ign  of l i f e  
we s a w  i n  t h a t  area were some cows roaming around. 
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Q. Did you ever  hear  l a t e r  of a s t o r y  of t h e  k i l l i n g  
of c i v i l i a n s  i n  a l i t t l e  hamlet c a l l e d  Co Lay ( 2 )  , near  the  
coas t ,  on o r  about t h e  same day, 1 6  March 1968? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you remember being l i f t e d  back by h e l i c o p t e r  
i n t o  LZ Dot t i e?  This was, I b e l i e v e ,  on t h e  af te rnoon 
of t h e  18th .  Colonel HENDERSON, t h e  br igade  commander, 
t e s t i f i e d  here  some time ago. He t o l d  us  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  
opera t ion ,  when the  men were brought back i n t o  LZ Dot t i e ,  
he m e t  some of the  men, perhaps two h e l i c o p t e r  loads .  He 
asked them about what had happened a t  My Lai ( 4 ) ,  whether 
c i v i l i a n s  w e r e  k i l l e d  the re .  Then he s i n g l e d  ou t  a few 
men and asked them ques t ions .  Were you p r e s e n t  when Colonel 
HENDERSON spoke t o  t h e  men? 

A. H e  and Colonel BARKER approached t h e  group wi th  
which I came i n  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  He asked p r e t t y  much 
t h e  whole group, he d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  s i n g l e  anybody ou t  t o  
ask t h e  ques t ions .  H e  s a i d :  "Did you see  any unnecessary 
k i l l i n g s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ? "  And r i g h t  a f t e r  t h a t  he s a i d :  
"How about you, se rgean t?" ,  t o  Sergeant BUCHANON who was 
t h e  2d Platoon platoon sergeant .  And Sergeant  BUCHANON 
s a i d :  " I  'd r a t h e r  n o t  say,  sir. " And then Colonel 
BARKER s t a r t e d  t o  t a l k  about t h e  f a c t  t h a t  our  job over 
he re  w a s  t o  he lp  t h e  South Vietnamese people,  how w e  
were t r y i n g  t o  he lp  them s e t  up t h e i r  own government, 
and t h a t  w e  s h o u l d n ' t  f o r g e t  t h a t .  That was p r e t t y  much 
t h e  con ten t  of it. And then he l e f t .  

Q. Did he say anything about t h e r e  being an i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  of what happened a t  My Lai ( 4 ) .  

A.  No, he d i d n ' t  say. 

9. Now, you s a i d  Lieutenant  Colonel BARKER, and you 
a l s o  t o l d  M r .  ZAZA t h i s  when you were quest ioned by him. 
Our information i s  t h a t  it was Colonel HENDERSON, b r igade  
commander. Could they both have been t h e r e ?  

A, I t h i n k  it might have been both.  

Q. Could you have mistaken Colonel HENDERSON f o r  
Colonel BARKER? 
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A, I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  say. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  it was 
Colonel BAFZER. I f  you had a p i c t u r e ,  I could probably 
p o i n t  h i m  o u t  t o  you, which one it was. 

Q. W e  have a photograph of Colonel HENDERSON. 
Exhibi t  P-50 is a photograph of Colonel HENDERSON. 

.A. (Examintng t h e  photograph) I t ' s  hard  t o  say ,  
but  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  Colonel BARKER had a heavier  face .  

Q. W e l l ,  f i n e .  This i s ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t h e  f i r s t  
i n d i c a t i o n  we've had t h a t  Colonel BARKER was p r e s e n t  when 
t h e  men w e r e  brought i n  from t h e  f i e l d .  W e  may be a b l e  
t o  l o c a t e  a photograph of Colonel BARKER before  you leave.  
Do you remember Captain MEDINA\ g e t t i n g  t h e  company toge the r  
a s h o r t  time l a t e r ,  and s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  going on of .what  happened a t  My Lai ( 4 ) ,  and t h a t  
it would be b e t t e r  f o r  t h e  members of t h e  company n o t  t o  
t a l k  about it, except  perhaps t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f f i c e r ?  

A, No. 

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A, No, I don ' t .  

Q - Did anybody ever  t e l l  you t o  keep q u i e t  about 
what happened a t  My La3 ( 4 ) ?  

No. 

Q - Did anybody come t o  you, and say t h a t  he w a s  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  it, and ask you any ques t ions?  

A. No. 

Q. What w a s  t h e  t a l k  among t h e  men of t h e  company
afterwards about what had happened? 

A. Among t h e  guys t o  whom I t a l k e d ,  it was, l i k e  I 
s a i d ,  they were p r e t t y  mach shocked over  what happened, and 
some of them w e r e  asking -- You know, we had heard t h e  next  
day t h e r e  was going t o  be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Word had 
come down. I d i d n ' t  hear  it d i r e c t l y  from Captain MEDINA, 
bu t  t h a t ' s  who everybody f igured  the  o f f i c e r  with t h e  c l i p -
board was. And most of t h e  guys s a i d  t h a t  w e  j u s t  might a s  
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w e l l  w a i t ,  and when they c a l l  f o r  us ,  w e ' l l  g ive  them t h e  
.s tory.  

Q. So you thought something was being looked i n t o ,  
b u t  nobody ever  came around t o  t a l k ?  

A,  Not t o  me. 

Q. What was t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  men of Company C 
toward the  Vietnamese people? 

4 

A.  P r e t t y  much t h e  a t t i t b d e  t h a t  they were people 
l i k e  everybody e l s e ,  and t h a t  it depended on which s i d e  
they were r e a l l y  on. I f  they were t h e  enemy, then opinion 
was p r e t t y  bad a g a i n s t  them. But r e g u l a r  people,  we'd 
d e a l  with them, t a l k  t o  them. 

9. You g o t ' a l o n g  a l l  r i g h t ?  

A, (The witness  withdrew a photograph from h i s  
w a l l e t  and handed it-t o  MR WEST.) Tha t ' s  m e .  This i s  
MAURO, BOYCE, WILSON, myself ,  and some o t h e r  guys with 
some k ids  on a br idge .  

Q. Let  t h e  record show t h a t - M r .  DURSI produced 
a photograph from h i s  w a l l e t ,  showing, who? 

A.  MAURO, ROTGERS, POLSTON, myself ,  John WOOD, 
TURNER, BOYCE, and WILSON. 

Q. With a group of Vietnamese youngsters .  They
look t o  be mostly boys. 

A.  Yes. 

Q. When was t h i s  taken? 

A. I t  was taken while we were on b r idge  guard one 
t i m e ,  and came i n  f o r  a rest. 

Q - Bridge guard? 

A. Along Highway 1. That was be fo re  any of t h i s  
happened; it was before  t h e  minef ie ld .  

Q I understand. What kind of assignments d id  
Char l i e  Company draw a f t e r  t h i s ?  Any d i f f e r e n c e ?  
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A. N o t  t h a t  I no t i ced ,  b u t  I w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  from 
t h e  company n o t  t o o  long a f t e r  t h a t .  I have t r o u b l e  wi th  
one eye. 

Q. I see. When d i d  you l eave  t h e  company? 

A. I t h i n k  it was i n  Apr i l .  

Q. I n  November, t h e r e  w a s  a s t o r y  i n  t h e  p r e s s  t o  
t h e  e f f e c t  that some of t h e  men of the  company might 
have been under t h e  in f luence  of marijuana dur ing  t h e  
opera t ion  t h a t  morning i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  Do you have any 
ideas  about t h i s ?  

A. N o t  t h a t  I know. 

Q - W a s  t h e r e  any marijuana problem in t h e  company? 

A. N o t  t h a t  I know. 

Q - M r .  DURSI, we've r e a l l y  touched on t h i s  t o  some 
e x t e n t  a l ready.  But what happened a t  My L a i  (4) w a s  t h e  
most unusual t h i n g  i n  our  coun t ry ' s  h i s t o r y ,  s o  it becomes 
important  t o  determine j u s t  what happened, why it happened. 
Could you address  t h i s  and g ive  us your thoughts  on it. 
I 'm s u r e  you've dwelled on t h i s  a good b i t .  

A. I t h i n k  it bo i l ed  down t o  r e a l l y ,  I t h i n k  
it was Lieutenant  CALLEY m i s i n t e r p r e t i n g  Captain MEDINA's  
o rde r s ,  a s  f a r  as t h e  way I s e e  it ,  from t h a t  b r i e f i n g .  
Tha t ' s  what happened with our platoon,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know 
whether the  f i r e  from our  platoon s t a r t e d  everybody else 
o f f ,  o r  i f  people were f i r i n g  before  t h a t  and maybe some 
o t h e r  people might have mis in te rp re ted  it. When I l e f t  t h e  
b r i e f i n g  i t s e l f ,  as  f a r  a s  I was concerned, we were going 
i n t o  the  v i l l a g e  t o  meet armed VC r e s i s t a n c e  o r  NVA re-
s i s t a n c e .  I f  w e  d i d n ' t ,  it would probably be as  any normal 
opera t ion .  We xen t  through 100 v i l l a g e s .  You j u s t  
ga ther  people up, make your search.  I t ' s  f i n i s h e d .  Every-
body goes home. 

Q You never before  k i l l e d  them o f f  l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. No. 

Q. To t h e  b e s t  of your knowledge, these  were n o t  the 
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i n i t i a l  o r d e r s ,  t o  go i n  and k i l l  everybody? 

A.  No, they weren ' t .  

Q- We've had some testimony t o  t h i s  e f f e c t .  There 
have been some s t a t emen t s  t h a t  t h a t ' s  what t h e  o r d e r s  w e r e ,  
t o  kill every th ing  t h a t  b rea thes .  

A. A s  f a r  a s  I remember it wasn ' t .  I know I d i d n ' t  
go i n  t h e r e  with  t h a t  -- b u t  l i k e  a l o t  of t h e s e  guys i n  t h e  
company t h a t  d i d  do k i l l i n g ,  i f  they be l i eved  t h a t  was t h e  
o r d e r ,  they were going t o  follow it. Now, they '  re b r ing ing  
o u t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  y o u ' r e  supposed t o  have a thought on 
whether i t ' s  l e g a l  o r  i l l e g a l .  But a c t u a l l y ,  whi le  y o u ' r e  i n  
the s e r v i c e ,  y o u ' r e  t augh t  t o  obey an o r d e r ,  and l a t e r  on 
c o n t e s t  whether i t ' s  l e g a l  o r  n o t  l e g a l .  You can g e t  i n t o  
an awful l o t  of t r o u b l e  f o r  disobeying one. But a t  t he  t ime,  
I myself t o s s e d  it around i n  my mind t h e r e  a t  t h a t  d i t c h ,  
and I s a i d  t o  myself it had t o  be wrong. I f i g u r e d  even i f  
I went b e f o r e  a cour t -mar t i a l  f o r  disobeying an o r d e r ,  nobody 
could c o n v i c t  me f o r  anything because it was a c t u a l l y  shoot ing  
unarmed c i v i l i a n s .  I f e l t  t h a t  I c o u l d n ' t  be punished i n  any 
way f o r  n o t  k i l l i n g  somebody i f  they w e r e n ' t  d i r e c t l y  o u t  t o  
k i l l  somebody e l s e ,  o r  caused somebody i n  my company t o  be 
k i l l e d .  

Q. I "&ink yoa ' re  zwars t h a t  L l i s  i f ic ident  w a s  n o t  
widely known u n t i l  r e c e n t l y .  I t  r e a l l y  wasn ' t  r epor t ed  back 
h e r e ,  it wasn ' t  known back h e r e  u n t i l  a  man named RIDENHOUR, 
Ron RIDENHOUR, wrote  a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  Sec re t a ry  of Defense. 
An i n v e s t i g a t i o n  g o t  underway. Colonel WILSON s t a r t e d  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  A p r i l ,  1 9 6 9 .  Do you have any i d e a  why t h e  
even t s  of^ t h a t  day weren ' t  r e p o r t e d  t h e  way t h i n g s  u s u a l l y  
a r e ?  

A .  I r e a l l y  dont t know. Like I s a i d ,  a s  f a r  a s  w e  
were t o l d ,  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  A s  f a r  a s  everybody 
knew, it looked a s  i f  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s t a r t e d ,  
and guys were wa i t ing  t o  be c a l l e d  on r a t h e r  than  go throuqh 
t h e  cha in  of command i n  t h e  company, because it a c t u a l l y  
involved o r d e r s  from t h e  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  company. So you'd 
have t o  go through your cha in  of command, and go through 
t h e s e  o f f i c e ~ s  t o  s t a r t  any charges  o r  anything.  

Q- W e l l ,  t h e  word d i d  come around t o  you t h a t  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was going on. 
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A. Y e s .  

Q - I can 't remember what you s a i d ,  b u t  d i d  anybody 
say  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  it w a s  b e t t e r  n o t  t o  
t a l k  about i t ?  

A. -1d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

COL FRANKLIN: M r .  DURSI , when your  men came down from t h e  
l a a g e r  s i te  toward H i l l  85, about how f a r  -- what w a s  your 
d i s t a n c e  from My La i  ( 4 )  when you s a w  those  graves? 

A. It  must have been 200 meters o r  so. 

Q. You were t h a t  c l o s e ,  200 m e t e r s  from t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
You could s m e l l  t h e  dea th ,  then.  When you came back and you 
got  o f f  t h e  choppers, Colonel BARKER and Colonel HENDERSON, 
o r  one of t h e  o t h e r  w a s  t h e r e ,  and you heard Sergeant  BUCHANON 
asked i f  there w a s  any unnecessary k i l l i n g ?  

A. No, Sergeant  B U C W O N  was asked. 

Q- H e  was asked. You heard him asked t h a t  ques t ion .  
What d i d  Sergeant  BUCHANON answer? 

H e  s a i d :  " I ' d  r a t h e r  n o t  say ,  sir." 
b 

Q- And what d i d  t h e  co lone l s  do then? 

A. T h a t ' s  when whoever it was, e i t h e r  Colonel HENDERSON 
o r  Colonel BARKER, went i n t o  t e l l i n g  us t h a t  w e  were here  t o  
h e l p  t h e  Vietnamese people set up t h e i r  government. 

Q. How many s o l d i e r s  heard t h a t ?  

A. There must have been t h e  one l i f t ,  s o  it must have 
been about f i v e  o t h e r s  bes ides  myself. 

Q. What d i d  you th ink  when you heard t h a t  t a l k ,  a f t e r  
what you had seen? 

A. That made me f i g u r e ,  be l i eve  even more, t h a t  t h e r e  
was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s t a r t e d .  I f igured  t h a t  a t  some t i m e  
they 'd  c a l l  on us t o  t a l k  t o  us. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  t h ink  it was s t u p i d  t o  be t a l k i n g  t h a t  
way? You thought they  were r e a l l y  going t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s ?  
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A. Y e s .  

Q- What d i d  you th ink  when a colonel  asked a se rgean t  
a ques t ion ,  and he s a i d  he d i d n ' t  want t o  t a l k  about it. 

A. I d i d n ' t  know h i s  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  whether 
he d i d  anything t h a t  he wanted t o  t a l k  t o  a lawyer about 
f i r s t  before  he made any s ta tement .  

Q. Had you ever  heard a se rgean t  say t h a t  t o  a co lonel  
before ,  and nothing happened, t h e  co lone l  j u s t  accepted it. 
Didn ' t  t h a t  seem s t range?  O r  d i d  i t ?  

A. Not a t  t h e  t ime, no. 

Q. Not a t  the  time. Let  m e  ask f o r  your personal  
opinion. I f  anyone with a reasonable  amount of b r a i n s  had 
taken an hour i n  your company, and had c o l l e c t e d  some people,  
a c r o s s  s e c t i o n ,  picked them o u t  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  do you th ink  
t h e r e  would have been any problem a t  a l l  i n  f ind ing  out  what 
had happened a t  My Lai (4), o r  knowing t h a t  something very 
unusual l i k e  a massacre had happened, cons ider ing  t h e  way 
you people were f e e l i n g  a t  t h e  time? 

A.  I t h ink  i f  they would have t a l k e d  t o  us r i g h t  
a f t e r  it, they  probably would have go t t en  a c l e a r e r  view on 
it than they w i i l  now, because it a i l  happened 2 yea r s  ago. 

Q. L e t ' s  say between t h e  time it happened and 2 
months a f t e r ,  someone had come dcwn, a l i e u t e n a n t ,  a c a p t a i n ,  
a colonel ,  and had j u s t  go t t en  t o g e t h e r  some of t h e  s o l d i e r s  
of your company i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  and j u s t  asked them as  we're  
t a l k i n g  now, under oa th .  Do you t h i n k  t h e r e  would have been 
any h id ing  of t h i s ,  o r  do you th ink  it would be d i f f i c u l t  t o  
f i n d  o u t  what happened i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  o r  what do you th ink?  

A.  For my own p a r t ,  I ' d  remember a l o t  more f a c t s  
c l e a r l y ,  and I ' d  g ive  them. 

Q. But you'd g ive  them? 

A : Y e s ,  I would. 

Q. Do you th ink  t h e  o t h e r  men i n  t h e  company, o the r  
than the  ones who were r e a l l y  g u i l t y  o r  something, would 
have t a l k e d  f r e e l y  a l s o ?  

A. Yes, I do. 
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Q - Do you t h i n k  t h a t  some of the men i n  your company 
w e r e  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  t h e r e  r e a l l y  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. N o t  those  wi th  whom I had c l o s e  con tac t .  They 
f igured  t h e r e  would be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  And most of t h e  
guys, to  whom I persona l ly  w a s  c l o s e ,  f e l t  it w a s  wrong. So, 
n a t u r a l l y ,  t h e y ' d  f e e l  that an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  should be c a l l e d  
f o r .  

Q- Maybe you thought the Army d i d n ' t  s t a n d  f o r  this 
kind of s t u f f ,  and the Army would i n v e s t i g a t e .  

A. Y e s ,  I d id .  

Q. And they d i d n ' t .  Thank you. 

MR WEST: M r .  DURSI, t h i s  f i n i s h e s  the primary p a r t  of the 
i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  We'd a p p r e c i a t e  it i f  you would spend a 
l i t t l e  t i m e  with Colonel WILSON, and go over some photographs 
and o t h e r  papers.  W e  a p p r e c i a t e  your coming i n  very much, 
We know it w a s  a l o t  of t r o u b l e  t o  you. But it I s  been very 
h e l p f u l  t o  us ,  and w e ' r e  very g r a t e f u l .  Thank you very 
much. 

The hea r ing  w i l l  be recessed.  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1512 hours ,  5 January 19-70.) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1530 hours 5 January 
1970 ,  wi th  COL WILSON ques t ioning  MR DURSI .) 

COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  I remind you 
you a r e  s t i l l  under oa th .  The o r i e n t a t i o n  on t h e  photos is 
complete. I want t o  ask you a couple of ques t ions  on t r a i n i n g  
before  we g e t  s t a r t e d  with t h e  photographs. 

Q Were you given any t r a i n i n g  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  leaving  
Hawaii t h a t  w a s  o r i e n t e d  toward Vietnam? 

A.  Well, p r e t t y  much e x e r c i s e s  o r  s imulated e x e r c i s e s  
where w e  w e r e .  

Q. What k ind  of exe rc i ses?  

A. Training e x e r c i s e s  i n  the  t r a i n i n g  a r e a  t h e r e  i n  
the  jungle.  

Q- wire you given any s p e c i f i c  t r a i n i n g  on handl ing 
p r i soners?  
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A. A l i t t l e .  When we d id  t h e  t e s t  v i l l a g e s ,  we were 
supposed t o  go i n t o  a v i l l a g e  and check it ou t  f o r  booby 
t r a p s ,  l i t t l e  V i e t  Cong v i l l a g e s  they had. 

Q How long before  you l e f t  Hawaii w a s  t h i s  t r a i n i n g  
given ? 

A. It w a s  a few months be fo re  we went. 

Q. A few months? 

A. Y e s .  I was t h e r e  f o r  about 6 months, and it 
was only t h e  l a s t  2 months or so  we were p r e t t y  s u r e  we 
were going t o  Vietnam. U p  u n t i l  t h a t  t i m e ,  we had regu la r  
t r a i n i n g  e x e r c i s e s  i n  the  jungle  a r e a ,  and most of them 
were handled t h e  same way. Noboby r e a l l y  knew we were 
bu i ld ing  t h e  br igade  up t o  s t r e n g t h .  

Q- How about r u l e s  of engagement, d id  you ever  g e t .  
any t r a i n i n g  on t h a t ?  

A. You mean t a c t i c s ?  

Q- What t o  do with c i v i l i a n s  i n  t a c t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n s ,  
c i v i l i a n s ,  noncombatants? 

A. When we went through the  v i l l a g e s ,  they 'd  have 
somebody a c t  l i k e  a Vietnamese who d i d n ' t  understand English,  
something l i k e  t h a t .  We'd t e l l  them t o  move. There wasn ' t  
r e a l l y  a g r e a t  d e a l  of it.  

Q What about a f t e r  you go t  t o  Vietnam, d i d  you g e t  
any t r a i n i n g  on t h a t  a f t e r  you g o t  over  t h e r e ?  

A. I t h ink  t h e  f i r s t  couple of v i l l a g e s  we searched 
were more o r  l e s s  t r a i n i n g  e x e r c i s e s ,  r e a l l y .  I d o n ' t  th ink  
t h e r e  w a s  any r e a l  ac t ion  o r  anything. W e  went through 
v i l l a g e s .  A s  a mat ter  of f a c t ,  it looked l i k e  nobody had 
l i v e d  t h e r e  f o r  a couple of months o r  s o ,  a t  l e a s t .  This 
v i l l a g e  we were supposed t o  surround. Some guys went 
through, bu t  I th ink  the  v i l l a g e  looked completely d e s e r t e d ,  
They never t o l d  us t h a t  it was a dese r t ed  v i l l a g e ,  but  I 
think it was t o  g ive  u s  a f e e l i n g  of the  t e r r a i n ,  and teach 
us how t o  a c t  w i t h  these  v i l l a g e r s .  Before t h a t ,  we had a 
couple of v i l l a g e s  we went through, and ga thered  up v i l l a g e r s ,  
Another bunch searched the  v i l l a g e ,  and a f t e r  t h a t  everybady 
j u s t  l e f t  l i k e  I s a i d  before.  
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a .  D i d  you have any classroom work a t  a l l  when you 
g o t  t o  Vietnam? 

A. Y e s .  

a .  Any l e c t u r e s ?  

A. Y e s .  W e  had i n s t r u c t i o n  i n ,  I fo rgo t ,  I t h i n k  
it w a s  the.  first few weeks we  w e r e  there. It w a s  mostly 
classroom i n s t r u c t i o n ,  

Q- Were t h e s e  s u b j e c t s  taken up i n  those  c l a s s e s ?  

A. I th ink  they w e r e .  

Q. Did you have any i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  Geneva 
Convention r u l e s  of l and  warfare ,  o r  l e g a l i t y  of orders?  

A. Not r e a l l y  on l e g a l i t y  of orders .  W e  w e r e  handed 
a card ,  and given t a l k s  on t h e  cards themselves. I t h i n k  
they probably covered everyth ing  t h a t  w a s  on the c a r d  a t  the 
t i m e .  I t ' s  hard t o  say.  

Q. I show you Exhibi t  M-2, e n t i t l e d  "Nine Rules." 
Have you ever  seen t h i s  card? 

A. Not t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  one, no. 

Q. I show you Exhibi t  M-3. Have you ever seen t h i s  
card ,  "The Enemy i n  Your Hands "? 

A. These phrases  were mostly taught  t o  us i n  the  
beginning, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember see ing  t h e  cards  themselves. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  s e e  t h a t .  Did you ever  s e e  any cards 
t h a t  had the  MACV i n s i g n i a ?  

A. There was one card we were given,  I th ink  t h a t  . was 
the  Geneva Convention card  i t s e l f .  I d o n ' t  remember what 
it explained. It had t h e  r u l e s  under the  Geneva Convention 
on it. 

Q. I am going t o  give you a s e t  of p i c t u r e s .  I want 
you t o  sepa ra te  them i n t o  two groups; one group where you 
recognize e i t h e r  persons o r  p l a c e s ,  and the  o the r  group 
where you d o n ' t  recognize anything. 
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(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1535 hour s ,  5 January 1970 .) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1620 hour s ,  5 January 
1970 .) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  A l l  pe rsons  who 
were p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  are aga in  p r e s e n t .  
I want t o  remind you t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  under o a t h .  Before 
w e  s ta r t  on t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  photographs ,  I want t o  look back 
a t  t h e  a e r i a l  photographs and review what can b e  remembered 
on t h i s  area. 

(Witness i s  handed E x h i b i t  P-1 which h e  l a t e r  
a n n o t a t e s .  The anno ta t ed  photo i s  l a t e r  e n t e r e d  i n t o  evidence 
as E x h i b i t  P-138.) 

Q- W e  have ev idence  t h a t  t h e  l a n d i n g  zone was t o  t h e  
w e s t  of  t h e  hamle t ,  g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  Do you remember 
t h i s  ea s t -wes t  t r e e  l i n e ?  

A. Y e s ,  I t h i n k  we l anded  r i g h t  around i n  he re .  

Q- You were w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t .  Do you remember 
how f a r  	it w a s  from your  a i r c r a f t  t o  t h e  edge o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

It w a s n ' t  t o o  f a r .  

One h-mdred neters? 

Maybe l e s s .  

Q. You s a i d  you p u l l e d  up on l i n e  t h e r e ,  i s  t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. Right .  We were i n  t h e  padd ie s  h e r e ,  w e  formed 
a l i n e  f a c i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. By t h e  way, t h i s  scale i s  1 i n c h  t o  about  100 
meters. If your  h e l i c o p t e r  s e t  down 100 meters  from t h e  
v i l l a g e  i t  would be  about  he re .  

A. 	 It w a s  i n s i d e  100 meters, t h e n .  

Q. 	 About r i g h t  h e r e ?  

A. 	 Y e s .  
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Q .  W e r e  your doorgunners f i r i n g  as you approached 
the v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, I can' t . r e a l l y  remember. I remember see ing  
a t  least one h e l i c o p t e r  f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  though. 

Q .  I suppose t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r  w a s  a gunship, wasn't  
i t ?  You e s t a b l i s h e d  a l i n e  f o r  your p la toon on t h i s  l i n e ,  too? 

A. I know w e  came in and s t a r t e d  t h e  l i n e .  The next  
l i f t  came i n  and joined our  l i n e .  And we started to  move 
through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q- You mentioned earlier a per imeter  being set up. 
The per imeter  w a s  a long t h i s  embankment. There w a s  a n  
embankment, wasn' t t h e r e ?  A d ike?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Along t h e  d ike ,  f a c i n g  e a s t ,  d i d  you also extend 
around t o  t h e  sou th ,  t h e  per imeter?  

A. I can't be s u r e .  

Q =  A s  f a r  as you were concerned your squad, which was 
t h e  f i r s t  squad, w a s  on t h e  d ike ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  I was s t i l l  o f f  as  you ' r e  f ac ing  t h e  v i l l a g e  
t o  the l e f t ,  t h e  t r e e  l i n e .  I was i n  h e r e ,  somewhere. 

Q- You were up t o  the  nor th  of t h e  t r e e  l i n e ,  t h e  
f i r s t  squad was? 

A. Y e s .  A s  we s t a r t e d  t o  move i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I 
d o n ' t  t h ink  t h e r e  was any perimeter  extended around the  t r e e  
l i n e .  I th ink  it was more c r  l e s s  l i k e  t h i s ,  and then we 
s t a r t e d  t o  move around. 

Q. So your o r i g i n a l  per imeter  a c t u a l l y  was something
l i k e  t h a t ?  When t h e  f i r s t  squad moved p a s t  t h e  d ike ,  you 
moved o f f  i n  a s o u t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ?  

A.  Yes. There was one th ing  I was t r y i n g  t o  g e t  
from these  photos. When we came out  a t  the  o t h e r  end, t h e r e  
was a small  r i s e ,  and c u t  i n t o  t h a t  r i s e  t h e r e  was a water  
hole .  
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Q YOU mean the  o t h e r  end of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you f i n d  a photograph of  t h i s ?  

A. This looks l i k e  it could be it, b u t  T ' m  n o t  su re .  
It  shows water  over  here.  

Q - I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  photograph is  My Lai  ( 4 1 ,  
anyhow. That one is  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  P-109 and P-129) . 
A. I know we came o u t  on the  o t h e r  s i d e ,  t h e r e  was 
s o r t  of a sweep up, r i g h t  i n  h e r e  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  P-109) , That 
looks l i k e  it might be a s h e l l  ho le .  

Q. You're t a l k i n g  about t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of town, on 
t h i s  s i d e .  Looking toward t h e  sea, t h i s  i s  t h e  a r e a  you 
came o u t ,  except  f o r  the  f a c t  t h a t  these  t r a c k s  weren ' t  
t h e r e  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  P-104). This is  looking back from the  
s i d e  on which you came o u t ,  t h i s  is looking west as  you came 
o u t  through here.  This is P-105. Now t h i s  is  t h e  a r e a  i n t o  
which you came, t h i s  i s  t h i s  a rea  r i g h t  through here.  This 
is photo P-117, s o  t h i s  i s  the  a rea  t h a t  you walked i n t o  when 
you l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e  r i g h t  i n  here .  A s  you walked ou t  of t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  r i g h t  through he re ,  t h i s  is t h e  r o u t e  t h a t  you 
would have taken.  A s  you l eave  the  v i l l a g e ,  which is r i g h t  
he re ,  and walk toward t h i s  t r e e  l i n e ,  t h e r e ' s  water  o u t  here.  

A, Y e s ,  b u t  t h e r e  wasn ' t  anything t h a t  b ig .  I t  was 
l i k e  a smal l  pool. The ground had s o r t  of an i n c l i n e .  

Q This  i s  the  photograph which you have he re  (P-112). 

A. *This might be it h e r e ,  o r  t h i s  might be it here .  

Q. This i s  probably a v e h i c l e  t r a c k .  I t  might have 
been a temporary t h i n g  which d o e s n ' t  show up on t h e s e  
photographs because they ' r e  new. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Your squad moved g e n e r a l l y  sou theas t  because you 
d i d  move down t o  t h e  southern h a l f  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d n ' t  
you? 

A. Yes. 
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9. This is approximate, because w e  c a n ' t  be e x a c t l y  
accura te ,  b u t  your squad d i d  move through -- w a s  on t h e  r i g h t  
f l a n k  a t  t h e  time? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. And you can recall when you w e r e  walking through 
the  v i l l a g e ?  

A.. Y e s .  

Q. You can see t h e  rice paddies  o u t  t o  t h e  r i g h t ?  

Y e s .  

Q. So you w e r e  walking along on the southern  edge of 
the  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Were you i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  w e r e  you in the t r a i l  
t h a t  runs along t h e  southern  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I remember walking on t h e  t ra i l  when I was t a k i n g  
t h e  p r i soners  I had gathered.  I walked down t h e  t r a i l .  
Somewhere i n  h e r e  is  where I hooked i n ,  and then  t h e r e  w a s  a 
d i t c h  n o t  too  f a r  t o  t h e  s i d e .  

Q When you began your movement from t h i s  d i k e ,  how 
long was it before  you reached t h e  southern edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember exact ly .  A s  it is ,  I only remember 
i s o l a t e d  i n c i d e n t s ,  c e r t a i n  th ings .  

Q. When you l e f t  the  d ike ,  d i d  you see  anything of 
s i g n i f i c a n c e  between t h e  dike and t h e  time you g o t  t o  t h e  
southern p a r t  of the  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Not u n t i l  we  reached t h e  d i t c h  I was t a l k i n g  about.  

Q The man and the  woman about whom you were t a l k i n g .  
Were those  two bodies you came across?  

A. There was j u s t  a man o r  a woman. I 'm no t  su re .  
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Q. Well, w e ' l l  go on down. You d id  move down t o  the  
southern  p a r t  of the  v i l l a g e ,  along t h e  southern p a r t ,  and 
you picked up t h e  t r a i l  down the re?  

A. Yes. 

9. When you were on t h a t  t r a i l  was t h e r e  anything t o  
your r i g h t ?  

A.  Not t h a t  I remember. 

Q. You must have been r i g h t  on t h e  southern  t i p  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. Yes. I know t h e r e  w a s  a break i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,
' and then t h e  pool  I was t a l k i n g  about was somewhere around 

i n  t h i s  a rea .  We followed -- we were moving i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n ,  
because I know I saw t h i s .  The pool was i n  here  somewhere 
j u s t  a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q. D o  you remember where CARTER was wounded? Did you 
see CARTER? 

A. I s a w  CARTER before  he was wounded. 

Q. Was he behind you o r  i n  f r o n t  of you when he go t  
wounded? 

A. He probably would have been behind m e  because,  
when I t a l k e d  t o  him, I s t a r t e d  t o  move my people o f f .  He 
had go t t en  up and gone i n  t h i s  way, towards t h e  i n s i d e  of 
the  v i l l a g e .  That was t h e  l a s t  time I saw him. La te r  on, 
I heard he w a s  s h o t  i n  the  f o o t .  

Q. How much l a t e r ?  

A.  It was a f t e r  w e  had f i n i s h e d  going through the  
v i l l a g e .  

Q Did you s e e  him evacuated? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Did you s e e  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  come i n ?  

A. No. 
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Q- So you moved on through the v i l l a g e .  Did you see 
anything of s i g n i f i c a n c e  as you moved through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A, N o ,  n o t  t h a t  I remember. 

Q. When you reached the edge of t h e  village over 
here ,  what happened a t  t h i s  po in t?  

A. W e  came out .  I th ink  we came through t h e s e  hamlets 
here.  H e r e ,  I th ink ,  is  where w e  turned  our  p r i s o n e r s  over  
t o  CALLEY. 

9. P o i n t  1 (Exhibi t  P-138) is t h e  approximate l o c a t i o n  
where de ta inees  w e r e  turned  over  t o  Lieutenant  CALLEY. How 
many de ta inees?  

A. About 75, 

Q - Did you t u r n  them over  d i r e c t l y  t o  Lieutenant  
CALLEY? 

A. A s  I came back, Lieutenant  CALLEY was walking 
r i g h t  along w i t h  myself ,  MEADLO, and CARTER, walking i n  
t h e  same group. And he t o l d  m e  -- a c t u a l l y ,  you could  say  
he w a s  i n  charge of t h e  people t h e  whole t i m e .  

Q. W a s  t h e  d i t c h  on t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  or was 
it a f t e r  you g o t  i n t o  t h i s  next  group of houses? 

A. It w a s  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e .  

Q - The d i t c h  w a s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. How f a r  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  from the south would you 
say the  d i t c h  was from t h e  t r a i l  on which you were walking? 

A. Not more than  50,  75 f e e t  o f f  the  t u r n ,  because 
I remember a t u r n  i n  t h e  road. 

Q. What you ' re  saying  is t h a t  t h e  a r e a  where you 
turned t h e  de ta inees  over, po in t  1, was also t h e  a r e a  where 
the  d i t c h  was? 

A. Y e s .  
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Q *  How f a r  was the  d i t c h  from the  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  
people? 

A. When w e  came i n  he re ,  it was about 50 ,  75 f e e t  
from the  t r a i l  u n t i l  w e  were s t and ing  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  d i t c h .  
I n  o t h e r  words, when I gave them over ,  we were s tanding  next  
t o  t h e  d i t c h .  

Q. Was t h e r e  another  d i t c h ?  

A. Not t h a t  I know. This d i t c h  seemed t o  cover a 
l o t  of ground. It might have gone through t h e  whole v i l l a g e ,  
I d o n ' t  know. When t h e  people were k i l l e d  i n  it, I came 
down a l i t t l e  f a r t h e r  from where they were k i l l e d  and crossed 
over.  There was an a r e a  where it was pressed down so you 
could go through the  d i t c h .  

Q. What happened when you moved e a s t  towards t h e  s e a ,  
away from the  v i l l a g e .  

A. I came through here .  We ended up over here  
somewhere and regrouped, and then marched out  again.  

Q Did you s e e  h e l i c o p t e r s  land a t  any t i m e  i n  here? 

A. Not t h a t  I remember, no., 

Q. Did you set up a per imeter  i n  he re  anywhere? 

A.  I know we stopped f o r  a l i t t l e  while.  I d o n ' t  
know what went on over here.  . 
Q. ' Did you e a t  when you stopped? 

A. I don' t th ink  so.  

Q What d i d  you do when you s topped,  anything i n  
p a r t i c u l a r ?  

A. The way I f igured ,  it was more o r  l e s s  a hold t o  
g e t  everybody back toge the r ,  and g e t  ready t o  s t a r t  moving. 

Q. L e t ' s  look through t h e  ground photographs he re ,  
and s e e  what we've got .  This is  photo P-7. It shows CARTER 
being bandaged, but  you d i d n ' t  s ee  t h a t  p o i n t ?  

A. No. 
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Q. This  is  t h e  sane l o c a t i o n ,  you d o n ' t  know where 
it w a s  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  P-6)? Photo P-18, do you recognize 
anybody i n  t h a t  photo? 

A. SIMONE. 
Q- You t h i n k  t h e  one s o l d i e r  is  SIMONE? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you know t h a t  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. No, b u t  I ' d  say it w a s  probably a f t e r  w e  g o t  
through t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  They used t h e s e  
people as p o i n t  men, because they w e r e  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  i f  
t h e r e  were any booby t r a p s  p lanted  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  t h e s e  people 
would know about them. So w e  made them lead  o u t ,  and they 
a c t u a l l y  d i d  l e a d  us around a few booby t r a p s .  

Q. I f  t h i s  i s  SIMONE, and t h i s  is t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  --
A. ( In te rpos ing)  You s e e ,  t h e r e  i s  a d i s t a n c e  between 
the houses. I remember t h i s  one k i d  here.  

Q. You remember t h a t  boy? 

A.  I remember t h a t  boy. 

Q Who wzs t h a t  boy? 

A.  He was one o f - the  p r i s o n e r s  taken i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
Later  on, I t h i n k  --
Q. ( In te rpos ing)  He was taken out  by t h e  National 
Pol ice?  

A. Yes. 

Q e  Was he taken ou t  by h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  he w a s  because he w a s  about t h e  c l o s e s t  
one whom I saw, 

Q - You bel ieved t h a t  t h i s  photograph may be down i n  
t h i s  a rea?  

A.  Yes. 
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Q Could you desc r ibe  what t h i s  i s ?  Is t h i s  a road,  
or  is it a d i t c h  or --
A. ( In te rpos ing)  I t h ink  t h i s  could be a t u r n  i n  t h e  
road r i g h t  here.  

Q. Does it look l i k e  t h a t  road? 

A. I r e a l l y  can' t say. From t h e  p i c t u r e  i t s e l f ,  I 
would say t h a t  i t ' s  on t h i s  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t  might 
be t h i s  t u r n  here.  

Q *  Photo P-29? 

A. This looks l i k e  it could be BERGTHOLD. 

Q D o  you know where t h a t  i s ?  

A. Probably the  LZ going i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Could t h a t  be OLSEN? 

A. I t  might be. Now t h a t  I remember, OLSEN wore a 
watch with a b r i g h t  d i a l .  That looks l i k e  a watch on h i s  
hand. BERGTHOLD had one, too.  

Q D o  you remember whether t h e r e  w a s  a w e l l  on t h a t  
landing  zone? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h ink  so .  

A. I t h i n k  he i s  t h e  man who was a t t ached  t o  u s  from 
M I .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any of t h e  engineers  who were with 
you t h a t  day? 

A. N o .  

Q. P-60? 

A. Tha t ' s  GRIMES, 3d Platoon.  
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A. A g a i n ,  I don' t  k n o w  the location, b u t  that 's 
Sergeant PHU, c o m p a n y  interpreter. 

Q. Who is the other V i e t n a m e s e  soldier? 

A. I th ink  he w a s  w i t h  the m a n  f r o m  MI .  

Q- . D o  you k n o w  those two colored f e l l o w s  i n  the back? 

A. T h a t  could be R o y  WOOD. 

Q- O n  the r ight?  

. A. Y e s .  

Q. What about t h i s  radio operator on the e x t r e m e  
r ight?  

A. T h a t ' s  hard to  say. It could be R o g e r  MURRAY; he 
w a s  w i t h  the CP group. 

Q D o  you k n o w  these t w o  V i e t n a m e s e ?  

A. No ,  I never s a w  t h e m .  

Q - P-68? 

A. T h i s  looks l i k e  TORRES. 

Q T h e  m a n  cn the r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. DO you k n o w  t h a t  locat ion? 

A. No.  

A. T h a t  's P e t e r  DELPOME . 
Q Which squad? 

A. I d o n ' t  k n o w .  H e  w a s  w i t h  t h e  2d P l a t o o n .  

Q. Y o u  k n o w  t h a t ?  

A. I ' m  su r e  he w a s  w i t h  t h e  2d P l a t o o n .  
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a .  Do you know t h a t  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

A. This looks l i k e  t h e  a r e a  where we camped f o r  t h e  
n i g h t ,  because it had a t r e e  l i n e  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q Do you th ink  those  a r e  graves? 

A. Yes, it could be. They used t o  b u i l d  them l i k e  
t h a t  above ground. There was a bu i ld ing  out  t o  t h e  f r o n t .  
That ' s  where we go t  water  from some Vietnamese who were over 
t h e r e .  This was a f t e r  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  when we camped f o r  t h e  
n igh t .  

Q. If we could add two and two and be s u r e  t h a t  we 
were c o r r e c t ,  t hese  a r e  probably t h e  graves which you saw 
dug the  day you walked back t o  H i l l  85. 

A .  You mean t h i s  - i s  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai  ( 4 )  back 
here?  

Q. Right.  

A, No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  +L-&'-LllQL what it was. 

You d o n ' t ?  

A. No, t h e  ones I saw were -- t h e  v i l l a g e  was he re ,  
and t h e r e  was a t r e e  l i n e  coming t h i s  way from t h e  a r e a  a t  
which we were looking. They were almost even. These a r e  
s o r t  of s taggered ,  coming toward us  away from t h e  v i l l a g e .  
The ones I saw were more on l i n e  with t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. hose were open a t  the  time you saw them? 

A. Y e s ,  i f  t hese  a r e  t h e  same ones. 

Q But t h e s e  were i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of your march, 
these  mounds a r e  somewhere i n  t h i s  a rea .  You marched genera l ly  
down he re ,  south ,  t o  H i l l  85. I t ' s  very d i f f i c u l t  t o  t r y  t o  
l o c a t e  where these  photographs a r e  wi thout  knowing exac t ly .  
These a r e  more of those mounds, and i t ' s  i n  proximity t o  the  
v i l l a g e .  It could be t h a t  these  may be t h e  ones t h a t  you 
saw being dug, o r  they may no t  be. P-87? 
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A. Tha t ' s  CONTI. I d o n ' t  know who t h e  guy is behind 
him. 

Q. CONTI, i n  t h a t  photograph, has  i d e n t i f i e d  t h a t  
d i t c h ,  a d i t c h  which had bodies  i n  it. That d i t c h  is 
i d e n t i f i e d  as be ing  here .  This  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w a s  maqe 
bokh by CONTI and by two Vietnamese who w e r e  r e s i d e n t s  of 
the v i l l a g e .  That d i t c h  is shown up on t h e  aerial  photograph, 
r i g h t  here. 

A. The d i t c h  about which I ' m  t a l k i n g ,  I ' m  positive 
t h e r e  w e r e  houses and th ings  behind me.  

Q. I n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. P-log? 

A. I w a s  t r y i n g  to  p inpo in t  t h a t  w a t e r  h o l e  I w a s  
t a l k i n g  about.  

Q- This i s  taken more i n  t h e  2d Platoon area. They 
were moving i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  through here.  These photos 
were taken almost a year  l a t e r .  P-126? 

A. SMITH. 

Q. The man on t h e  l e f t ?  

A. SMAIL. 
Q Second man from t h e  l e f t ?  

A .  This i s  hard t o  say. H e  could be RULA or SIMONE. 

Q - Third man on t h e  l e f t ?  

A. GRIMES. 

A. SMAIL again.  

Q. Do you know where e i t h e r  P-126 or P-128 are loca ted?  

A. This could be where we stopped f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  
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Q. P-126 looks l i k e  where you s tayed f o r  t h e  n ight?  

A. Could be. 

Q. Did you say you s l e p t  by a graveyard? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. When you set your per imeter  up back he re ,  do you . 
remember f i r i n g  on some c a t t l e ?  

A. I remember t h e r e  was some f i r e  a t  some c a t t l e ,  
and I th ink  t h e r e  was a man t h e r e ,  too .  I d o n ' t  know i f  he 
g o t  h i t  o r  n o t  because I th ink  they s t a r t e d  t o  shoot  a t  him, 
and then s t a r t e d  moving i n t o  the  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Now, it was a t  p o i n t  1 (Exhibi t  P-138) t h a t  the  
people were k i l l e d  i n  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  p lace .  I ' m  almost p o s i t i v e  it 
w a s  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  because I d o n ' t  remember c ross ing  an 
a r e a  t h i s  b ig .  

Q T h a t ' s  100 meters a t  l e a s t .  

A. The t u r n  i n  t h e  road, a l s o ,  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t ' s  
where t h e  f i r s t  group was. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  recognize any of t h e  photographs I 
gave you as  being t h e  bodies you saw? 

A ,  Well, l i k e  I say,  I saw t h e  people before  they 
were k i l l e d  here.  The o t h e r  was i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  and I d i d n ' t  
r e a l l y  look down i n t o  t h e  d i t c h ,  e i t h e r .  

Q Is t h e r e  anything e l s e  t h a t  you can r e c a l l  t h a t  
happened whi le  you moved through t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Not offhand, no. One t h i n g  I j u s t  remembered, 
t h e r e  was s o m e  f i r i n g ,  an explosion o r  two, i n  a s m a l l  
group, a f t e r  we got  through the  one v i l l a g e .  I d o n ' t  know 
e x a c t l y  what happened. There was a main v i l l a g e ,  and then 
t h i s  s m a l l  group of houses, and t h e r e  was f i r e  and an 
explosion o r  two i n  t h e r e .  

Q. But you d i d n ' t  s e e  it? 
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A. No, I w a s  up ahead of it. 

Q. ~tcould have been coming from the  3d lat to oh. 
This bas ica l ly  is how you saw it. Would you s ign t h i s  f o r  
me, r i g h t  here under t he  date.  

(The witness signed aerial photograph P-1 ,which 
he has annotated and which was l a t e r  entered i n t o  evidence 
as Exhibit  P-138.) 

Now, M r .  DURSI, do you have any fu r the r  testimony, 
anything fu r the r  t o  state a t  this time? 

A. No. 

Q. I want t o  remind you t h a t  you shouldn't  d iscuss  
the questions and answers t h a t  have taken place unless you 
are ca l led  on by a l e g i s l a t i v e  body, o r  a j u d i c i a l  body, o r  
another adminis t ra t ive  invest igat ion.  

A. No, sir. 

COL WILSON: I 'd l i k e  t o  introduce t h i s  exh ib i t  i n t o  evidence 
as  P-138. This is  an a e r i a l  photograph prepared by, or 
annotated by, M r .  James DURSI .  I f  you have no f u r t h e r  
testimony, t h a t  completes the  interview. 

(The hearing recessed a t  1705 hours, 5 January 1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: HAYWOOD, E l m e r  G. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 19 January  19 70 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Rifleman, 1st Squad, 
1st P l a t o o n ,  C/1/20. 

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

a. M E D I N A ' s  b r i e f i n g .  

There was a nexior ia l  ser-i-ice f o r  "^" aliu o t h c r- - A  

c a s u a l t i e s  p reced ing  M E D I N A ' s  b r i e f i n g  on 15 March 
(pgs .  3 ,  4 )  . MEDINA s a i d  t h e y  were t o  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  
My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  ( 5 ) ,  and ( 6 )  (pgs .  4 ,  5 ) .  H e  t o l d  them t h a t  
t h e y  would meet s t r o n g  r e s i s t a n c e  from t h e  48th  VC B a t t a l i o n  
and t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  t o  avoid g e t t i n g  pinned down and were t o  
ma in t a in  f i r e  s u p e r i o r i t y  (pgs .  4 ,  5 ,  7 )  . MEDINA p o i n t e d  
o u t  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a chance t o  g e t  revenge f o r  t h e i r  ea r l i e r  
c a s u a l t i e s  (pg. 4 ) .  He s a i d  t h e r e  w e r e  no innocen t  c i v i l i a n s  
t h e r e ;  everyone was e i t h e r  VC o r  a VC sympathizer  
(pgs .  5 ,  6 ,  31) . HAYWOOD thought  t h e s e  o r d e r s  came from h i g h e r  
up and expec ted  everyone t h e r e  t o  be  enemy (pgs .  22, 3 1 ) .  
MEDINA s a i d  something about  a l l  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  be ing  gone 
(pg. 6 )  . The company was t o  d e s t r o y  a l l  bunke r s ,  food,  and 
l i v e s t o c k  (pg.  5 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  MEDINA t o l d  them t o  
burn t h e  hootches  (pg.  5 ) .  The morale o f  t h e  men was n o t  
t o o  h i g h ,  b u t  t hey  were looking  forward t o  a chance t o  g e t  
even wi th  t h e  VC (pg.  6 ) . 

b . MITCHELL 's b r i e f i n g  . 
Sergean t  MITCHELL h e l d  a squad b r i e f i n g  a f t e r  MEDINA 

had f i n i s h e d  and t o l d  them t o  send  a l l  p r i s o n e r s  t o  a 
s p e c i f i e d  a r e a  (pgs .  8 ,  9 ) .  MITCHELL t o l d  them n o t  t o  t a k e  
t h e  t i m e  t o  s e a r c h  hootches  and bunkers  o r  s e t  them on f i r e  
.a 
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a s  this was the job o f  t h e  t h i r d  p la toon (pg. 9 ) .  

2. THE ASSAULT OM MY LAI. 

a. Movement i n t o  t h e  villacre. 

HAYWOOD'S squad came i n  on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  and set up 
a per imeter  whi le  t h e  second l i f t  landed (pg, 1 0 ) .  They s a w  
no VC and rece ived  no h o s t i l e  f i r e  (pg. 1 0 ) .  They took some 
noncombatants with cows under f i r e ,  b u t  missed them (pgs. 10,  
11). Around 0800 hours t h e  p la toon moved east and prepared 
t o  proceed on l i n e  through t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 11). 

b. Movement through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

It took t h e  p la toon an hour t o  move through t h e  
v i l l a g e  (pgs.  22, 2 3 ) .  HAYWOOD1s squad moved along t h e  
southern edge of My Lai  (pg. 1 4 ) .  They reconned by f i r e  the 
whole way (pgs.  1 2 ,  2 5 ) .  They met no r e s i s t a n c e  (pg. 1 2 ) .  
H e  saw two dead people i n  a d i t c h  about t h r e e  q u a r t e r s  of  
t h e  way through t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs.  13 ,  1 4 ,  25 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
s e e  any bodies  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  a long i t s  southern 
edge (pg. 25) .  When they-:reached t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e  a t  approximately 0900 they s e t  up a p e r i m e t e r . i n  a 
r i c e  f i e l d  (pg. 2 3 ) ,  b u t  he d i d  n o t  know of  any o r d e r  t o  s t o p  
shooting. The f i r e  d ied  down about t h i s  time (pgs. 21, 25 )  . 
After  t h i s  t h e  men "ran around" f o r  two hours (pgs. 23, 24) . 
They then moved ac ross  t h e  r i c e  f i e l d  i n t o  another  small  
hamlet j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  lurid break (pg. 23) . 

c .  The execut ion of groups of  p r i soners .  

A s  they  moved through t h e  v i l l a g e  DURSI ga thered  a 
group of  30-50 p r i s o n e r s  (pgs. 11, 1 2 )  . Most of t h e s e  
people were women and c h i l d r e n  and HAYWOOD saw no m i l i t a r y -  
age males (pgs. 1 2 ,  1 4 )  . This was t h e  only l a r g e  group of 
people he knew were s h o t  (pg. 1 5 ) .  Although he heard t h a t  
t h i s  group was s h o t ,  he d id  n o t  see  it (pgs.  1 7 ,  2 1 ) .  He 
d i d ,  however, see  MEADLO and CONTI b r ing  up a group of  10 
t o  1 2  people whom they put  i n t o  a d i t c h  and s h o t  with t h e i r  
M-16's (pg. 1 9 )  . He es t imated  t h a t  t h i s  took p lace  a f t e r  
t h e  platoon had crossed  t h e  paddy and gone i n t o  t h e  small  
hamlet (pg. 2 5 )  . This group was composed of men, a couple of 
whom were mi l i ta ry-age  and a couple of whom were o l d  
(pg. 20) .  Some of  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  were taken t o  a c t  a s  guides 

(pg. 2 0 ) .  He be l ieved these  persons had been s h o t  i n  

accordance with t h e  o rde r s  they had received (pg. 2 0 ) .  

Including t h i s  group he saw only 13-15 .
dead ~ i e t n a m e s e  ( ~ ~ - 2 6 1  
He d i d  no t  shoot  anyone (pg. 34) . 
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d .  The l and ing  o f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

A f t e r  t h e  p l a toon  had g o t t e n  through t h e  v i l l a g e  
he  s a w  a h e l i c o p t e r  l and  and t h e  p i l o t  g e t  o u t  (pg.  1 8 ) .  
The h e l i c o p t e r  landed by a ditch t o  his front a t  a d i s t a n c e  
of 150 ya rds  (pg.  24) . HAYWOOD l e f t  and t h u s  d i d  n o t  know 
what else t r a n s p i r e d  (pg.  18)  . 

. Act ions  a t  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e .  

There was no one s h o t  en r o u t e  t o  t h e  l a a g e r  si te.  
However, c i v i l i a n s  were used a s  p o i n t  men (pg.  3 2 ) .  He saw 
Na t iona l  P o l i c e  a t  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e  b u t  knew no th ing  about  
t h e i r  s h o o t i n g  PW's (pg.  2 7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see any v i s i t i n g  
o f f i c e r s  t h e r e  (pg. 28) . 
3 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

H e  d i d  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  a v i s i t  by an o f f i c e r  from t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e  o r  b r i g a d e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  (pgs .  32 ,33) .  
H e  r e c a l l e d  a f u l l  c o l o n e l  meeting h i s  group a t  LZ D o t t i e  
a f t e r  t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  on t h e  1 8 t h ,  b u t  cou ld  n o t  i d e n t i f y  
t h e  man a s  Colonel  HENDERSON (pgs. 28,  33) . The c o l o n e l  
asked a couple  o f  s e r g e a n t s  i f  t hey  had seen  any u n j u s t  a c t s  
by C Company wh i l e  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  b u t  no one s a i d  anyth ing  
(pgs .  28, 2 9 )  . He r e c a l l e d  h e a r i n g  something about  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and remembered MEDINA g e t t i n g  t h e  company 
t o g e t h e r  (pg.  2 9 ) .  However, he  could  n o t  remember what 
MEDINA s a i d  (pgs .  29,  3 0 ) .  He was never  ques t ioned  about 
t h e  i n c i d e n t  and. he knew of  no one e l s e  who w a s  (pgs .  31, 
3 4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know why t h e  i n c i d e n t  was n o t  r e p o r t e d  
(pg.  31) 

4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

The o t h e r  members o f  h i s  squad were MEADLO, STmLEYI 
DURSI, CARTER, OLSEN, and LAGUNOY (pgs. 8 ,  9 )  . 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1000 hour s ,  1 9  
January 19 70 .) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowin5  pe r sons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST 
and M A J  LYNN. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  is M r .  E l m e r  G. HAYWOOD. 

(MR HAYWOOD was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows:  ) 

W i l l  you s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, occupa t ion  and 
add res s  f o r  t h e  r eco rd?  

A. My name i s  E l m e r  Glenn HAYWOOD, I a m  employed a t  
Humble O i l  and Ref inery ,  1 9 0 4  West Gul f ,  Bay Town, Texas. 

MR WEST: M r .  HAYWOOD, b e f o r e  w e  g e t  s t a r t e d  w i t h  any ques- 
t i o n s ,  I want t o  t e l l  you something about  t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h i s  
i n q u i r y .  

Th i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of  S t a f f ,  Uni ted  S t a t e s  
Army,  f o r  t h e  purpose o f  de te rmin ing  f a c t s  and making 
f i n d i n g s  and recommendations concerning:  

(1) t h e  adequacy o f  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  what 
i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of  16 March 
1968, and 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  o r  w i thho ld ing  o f  i n -
format ion by any person  who had  a du ty  t o  r e p o r t  and f u r n i s h  
in fo rma t ion  concern ing  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I n  o t h e r  words,  whether  
t h e r e  was a coverup. 

W e  are n o t  t r y i n g  t o  look i n t o  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and 
c i rcumstances  r e g a r d i n g  what happened a t  My L a i  t h a t  day. For  
example, w e  are n o t  d i r e c t l y  concerned w i t h  whether anybody 
committed a c r i m i n a l  o f f e n s e  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  what happened 
t h e r e  t h a t  day.  

We've had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and have looked a t  
o t h e r  s t a t e m e n t s  ob ta ined  i n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  t h e  My L a i  inci-
den t .  I unders tand  t h a t  you r e c e n t l y  gave a  s t a t e m e n t  t o  t h e  
CID? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. We haven't seen this yet, but we have seen some 
other statements. 

Your testimony will be taken under oath. A verba-
tim transcript will be prepared and a tape recording is being 
made in addition to the verbatim notes being taken by the re-
porter. 

Now, the general classification of our report 
will be confidential, but it is possible that the testimony or 
parts of it may later become a matter of public knowledge. We 
ask that you not discuss your testimony here today with other 
people, including other people who may be witnesses coming 
before us, except as you may be asked or required to do before 
some competent administrative, judicial or legislative body. 

For example, there is a subcommittee of the House 
Anned Service Committee which is looking into the My Lai 
incident. They are calling some witnesses, including some who 
appeared here. When we ask that you not discuss the testimony 
of course this doesn't include your appearing before a con-
gressional subcommittee and talking to them. 

Have you received an order from the military judge 
in the case of the United States v. Calley? 

A. No, I haven't. 

Q - Well, have you had a letter from the trial counsel, 
Captain DANIEL, I believe it is, concerning possible testimony 
in that case? 

A. I received something from'~ortHood. 

Q- In the case of the United States v. Mitchell? 

A. Right. 

Q I take it this order directs you or asks you not 
to discuss possible testimony in that case and the facts of 
the case in order to protect the accused and to enable him to 
have a fair trial? Is this the gist of it? 

A. Right. 
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Q - I asked you t h a t  because your appearance here  to-
day i s  c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  t h a t  o rde r .  W e  have coordinated wi th  
t h e  m i l i t a r y  judges and t h a t  order  does n o t  prevent  you from 
poss ib ly  t e s t i f y i n g  a t  the cour t -mar t ia l .  

(LTC MAHAFFEY e n t e r s  t h e  proceedings,  ) 

MR WEST: For t h e  record ,  M r .  HAYWOOD, were you a member of 
t h e  United S t a t e s  Army on 1 6  March 1968? 

A.  Y e s ,  I was. 

Q Could you t e l l  us  your grade and your duty s t a t i o n ?  
Where you were a t  t h a t  time? 

A. My grade was PFC, P r i v a t e  E-3. I w a s  s t a t i o n e d  
a t  Chu Lai .  Our base camp w a s  Chu L a i ,  South Vietnam. 

Q. Were you a member of C/1/20? 

A.  Y e s ,  I w a s .  

Q. What p la toon were you i n ?  

A. I w a s  i n  t h e  1st Pla toon,  f i r s t  squad. 

Q. Who was your squad l eader?  

A. My squad l eader  was Sergeant  MITCHELL. 

Q What was your duty? Were you a r i f l eman  o r  were 
you a gunner, machinegunner? 

A .  Rifleman. 

Q • M r .  HAYWOOD, when d i d  you f i r s t  hear  of t h e  planned 
a s s a u l t  on My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A .  About a day before  w e  went t o  My L a i .  

Q. Was t h i s  when Captain MEDINA b r i e f e d  t h e  company 
on t h e  opera t ion?  

A.  Y e s ,  it was. 

(HAYWOOD) 3 
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Q. W a s  t h i s  a t  Landing Zone Dot t ie?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you remember, sometime p r i o r  t o  t h i s ,  a memor -
i a l  s e r v i c e  be ing  h e l d  f o r  some men of the company who had 
been k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  I do. 

Q. Can you f i x  a t i m e  on t h i s ?  When d i d  t h i s  m e m o r i a l  
s e r v i c e  occur? 

A. NO, I c a n ' t .  It w a s  a t  LZ Dot t i e ,  I be l i eve .  

Q. I t h i n k  it w a s  f o r  Sergeant  COX and maybe one o r  
two o t h e r  men? 

A. Sergeant  COX and two o r  t h r e e  o t h e r  men. Y e s .  

9- It was be fo re  t h e  company b r i e f i n g  I take i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  recall when it w a s ,  b u t  I think it w a s .  
I c a n ' t  remember t o o  good. 

Q. We've had q u i t e  a b i t  of testimony on t h i s  and it 
has v a r i e d  a l l  t h e  way from t h e  same a f t e rnoon  to  2 days 
b e f o r e  and even a month be fo re ,  b u t  I th ink  it w a s  probably 
n o t  too  long be fo re  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  I be l i eve  t h e s e  c a s u a l t i e s  
w e r e  su f fe red  j u s t  a  reasonably s h o r t  t i m e  be fo re  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

Could you t e l l  us what Captain MEDINA t o l d  t h e  
company dur ing  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  a s  b e s t  a s  you can r e c a l l ?  

A .  W e l l ,  he b r i e f e d  t h e  company and s a i d  we were going 
t o  be CA'd t o  t h e  My La i  ( 4 )  a r e a  and work through My La i  (5) 
and ( 6 )  , t h a t  we were t o  come up on s t r o n g  r e s i s t a n c e  from t h e  
enemy and he a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  it would be a good chance t o  gain  
revenge on t h e  V i e t  Cong fo rce  f o r  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  we had 
s u f f e r e d  e a r l i e r  i n  t h a t  a rea  and he  gave us  some s a f e t y  lec-
t u r e s  and t h a t  was about it as far as I can remember. 

Q- Did he i n d i c a t e  how long t h e  opera t ion  w a s  t o  last? 

A.  I th ink  he s a i d  around 4 days a t  t h e  most, 4 days. 

Q Do you remember what he t o l d  you i n  any d e t a i l  
about t h e  s t r e n g t h  of t h e  enemy t h e r e ?  
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A. No. He j u s t  s a i d  it was t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n .  

Q. The 48th VC Ba t t a l ion?  

A. Right.  

a - Was t h i s  t h e  o u t f i t  t h a t  had been i n f l i c t i n g  ca-
s u a l t i e s  on t h e  company? 

A. Y e s ,  a s  f a r  a s  I know. 

Q. Did he say anything about t h e  people i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. W e l l ,  I understood him t o  say t h e r e  was no innocent 
people i n  t h a t  a rea .  Everybody t h a t  w a s  i n  t h a t  a rea  was 
e i t h e r  VC o r  V i e t  Cong sympathizers.  

Q- Did he  t e l l  you what kind of mission it was t o  be? 
I understand t h a t  most of t h e  t i m e  b e f o r e  t h i s ,  t h e  company 
had what they  c a l l e d  search  and c l e a r  missions where you went 
o u t  on p a t r o l  and maybe you would go through hamlets and you 
would search  them. W e  understand t h i s  one was d i f f e r e n t .  Did 
he  t e l l  you t h e  d i f f e r e n c e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t o o  good, b u t  it was search  and 
d e s t r o y  o r  something. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t o o  good. 

Q - W e l l ,  w e  have had some people t e l l  us t h a t  it was 
descr ibed  a s  a search  and des t roy .  mission. Did he t e l l  you 
anything about what t o  do wi th  regard  t o  t h e  hootches,  animals 
t h a t  you came a c r o s s ,  food, o r  c rops ,  or  we l l s?  

A. To des t roy  a l l  V ie t  Cong food, l i v e s t o c k  and a l l  
h id ing  p l a c e s  and des t roy  bunkers. 

Q. Did he t a l k  about burning houses o r  hootches? 

A.  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Now, you s a i d  he i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  wouldn't  be 
any innocents  t h e r e  and a l l  t h e  people would be VC o r  VC 
sympathizers.  Did he say  anything i n  p a r t i c u l a r  a s  t o  t h e  in-
h a b i t a n t s  of My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  Did he  t a l k  about t ak ing  people p r i s -
oner  o r  d i d  he t a l k  about k i l l i n g  them a l l ?  Anything s p e c i f i c  
l i k e  t h a t ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  know. A s  f a r  as I know a l l  t h e  people 
wasn ' t  innocent .  I c a n ' t  recall t o o  we l l ,  b u t  they  w a s  'sup-
posed t o  be gone or removed o r  something. 

Q. Did he  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  people had been warned i n  
any way ahead of t i m e  such as by leaflet  drops o r  any PSYWAR 
a i r p l a n e s  t h a t  f l o a t  around over  head with loud speakers? D o  
you remember anything s a i d  along t h a t  l i n e ?  

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q - Did I understand you t o  say t h a t  t h e  innocent  
people w e r e  supposed t o  be o u t  of t h e  p lace?  

A. A s  f a r  as my knowledge, sir. Yes. I c a n ' t  remem-
b e r  t o o  w e l l  what w a s  s a i d  a t  t h e  meeting. 

Q .  Do you remember whether t h e r e  w a s  a meeting o f  
p la toon l e a d e r s  and p la toon se rgean t s  a f t e r  t h e  company b r i e f -  
ing? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q .  What w a s  t h e  mood of t h e  men i n  t h e  company a f t e r  
t h e  b r i e f i n g  by Captain MEDINA? 

A. W e l l ,  I would say t h a t  t h e  morale wasn ' t  t o o  high,  
because we had been i n  t h a t  a rea  before  and we knew how it was. 
We had l o s t  a couple of men over  i n  t h a t  a rea  and t h e  morale 
wasn' t too  h igh ,  and revenge was high. 

Q - Pardon me. I d i d n ' t  hear  t h a t  l a s t  p a r t ?  

A. Revenge i n  most of t h e  guy 's  eyes. 

Q. I see .  Did they  regard t h i s  a s  a chance t o  g e t  
even with t h e  VC? 

A. Right . 
Q. Did Captain MEDINA say any-thing about e l imina t ing  
t he  48th VC B a t t a l i o n  once and f o r  a l l  o r  des t roy ing  them once 
and f o r  a l l  o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  remember r i g h t  o f f .  I th ink  I r e c a l l  some-
t h i n g  i n  t h a t  na tu re .  I ' m  not  su re .  
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LTC MAHAFFEY: M r .  HAYWOOD, were you an 11B? 

A. Y e s ,  I w a s .  

Q - You mentioned something about  s a f e t y  l e c t u r e s  wi th  
Captain m D I N A .  What s p e c i f i c a l l y  d id  he  inc lude  i n  t h i s  s a f e t y  
l e c t u r e ?  

A .  W e l l ,  b e fo re  w e  went over  he t o l d  us t o  keep mov-
ing. When we engage t h e  enemy, n o t  t o  s t o p  and g e t  pinned 
down i n  any kina of way and t o  keep spread o u t  and t h i n g s  of 
t h a t  na tu re .  

Q Did he  make any mention of prevent ing  t h e  VC o r  
t h e i r  sympathizers f rom'recover ing  weapons by t h i s  bus iness  of 
cont inuing  t o  pursue and c l o s i n g  wi th  them? 

A.  Y e s ,  I th ink  so .  

Q. During t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Can you t e l l  me s p e c i f i c a l l y  what you r e c o l l e c t  
him having s a i d  i n  t h a t  connection? 

A. W e l l ,  he  s a i d  something about keeping them from 
gain ing  s u p e r i o r  f i r e  power. Try t o  keep f i r e  power over  t h e  
enemy and something t o  t h a t  na tu re .  

Q - What d i d  you understand your mission a s  an 11 
Bravo t o  be when you go t  on t h e  ground? 

A. To move through t h e  v i l l a g e  and t o  ga the r  anybody 
t h a t ' s  s tanding  around, t o  send them o u t  i n  a c e r t a i n  a r e a  
where w e  had a man t o  guard them. 

Q - W a s  t h a t  mentioned i n  h i s  b r i e f i n g s ?  

A .  NO, it wasn ' t .  

Q What d id  you understand t h a t  t o  mean? 

A. My pla toon,  my squad l e a d e r ,  we had a meeting wi th  
j u s t  our  squad--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Sergeant MITCHELL? 
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A. R i g h t .  

Q. T h i s  w a s  after C a p t a i n  MEDINA's br ief ing? 

A. R i g h t .  I t  w a s n ' t  a m e e t i n g .  I don' t  recall a 
m e e t i n g  here between t h e  platoon leader and platoon sergeant 
and squad leader. H e  had a m e e t i n g  w i t h  us i n  the squad. 

Q. What did Sergeant MITCHELL say a t  t h i s  squad 
m e e t i n g ?  

A. W e l l ,  mostly w e  w e r e  t o  s tay on l i n e .  W e  w a s  t o  
be on t h e  r i g h t  side of the village. W e  w e r e  to  be on l i n e  
and w e  w o u l d  m o v e  through t h e  vi l lage and pick up a l l  pris-
oners and send t h e m  out t o  a certain area. 

Q. P r i s o n e r s ?  

A. Right. 

Q D i d  he discuss the organizat ion for the  chopper 
l i f t  t h e . n e x t  m o r n i n g ?  

A. H e  said t ha t  our squad w o u l d  be on the first l i f t .  
T h a t ' s  as far  as I can recall. 

Q. W a s  there any m e n t i o n ,  either by C a p t a i n  MEDINA or 
by S e r g e a n t  MITCHELL of--getting back t o  t h i s  t h i n g  of t h e  
vi l lagers  being o u t  of the area, t hey ' r e  going t o  t h e  market  
place a t  t h i s  t i m e  of the m o r n i n g ?  

A. No. 

MR WEST: C o u l d  you t e l l  u s  the  n a m e s  of the m e m b e r s  of 
your squad, M r .  HAYWOOD? I ' m  not  su re  w e  k n o w  a l l  of t h e m ?  

A. P a u l  MEADLO, H a r r y  STANLEY, DURSI, CARTER, OLSEN 
and HARRIS. N o ,  not  HARRIS, j u s t  OLSEN. 

Q. CONTI, spelled C-0-N-T-I? 

A, I t h i n k  he w a s  i n  t h e  second squad. I ' m  n o t  su re .  

Q D i d  you say  n o t  HARRIS? 

A. N o t  HARRIS. 

Q - C o u n t i n g  you, t h a t  i s  a t o t a l  of nine.  T h a t  i s  
about it, i s n ' t  it? 
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A. Y e s .  HARRIS was o r i g i n a l l y  i n  our  squad, b u t  I 
t h i n k  he go t  wounded a couple of days before  when we went 
i n t o  t h a t  a rea .  

Q - Who was t h e  f i r e  team with t h e  machinegun, M-60? 

A. That was OLSEN and I remember one o t h e r  guy now, 
LAGUNOY, Sergeant LAGUNOY. 

Q - Who was t h e  a s s i s t a n t  gunner? MEADLO? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e  i f  it was 
MEADLO. 

Q. It seems t o  be  t h r e e  people,  a s  I understand it. 
There i s  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  gunner and t h e  ammunition b e a r e r ,  i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  gunner? 

A. Right.  

Q. Did Sergeant  MITCHELL t a l k  t o  t h e  squad about 
moving forward wi th  f i r e  and c l o s i n g  aggress ive ly  wi th  t h e  
enemy and t h i s  kind o'f th ing?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember o r  r e c a l l  him saying  t h a t .  

Q. Did he t a l k  t o  you about what you were t o  do wi th  
t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  I know you mentioned ga the r ing  
people up and sending them someplace, b u t  anything e l s e ,  l i k e  
f i r i n g  on them f o r  example? 

A. No, h e  d i d n ' t  mention anything l i k e  t h a t .  We 
were t o  g a t h e r  t h e  people up and l eave  them a t  a c e r t a i n  a rea  
and keep pushing through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

9- Were you t o  t a k e  your t i m e  t o  search  t h e  bootches 
and bunkers o r  set anything on f i r e ?  

A. No. I th ink  it was t h e  3d p la toon t h a t  was 
supposed t o  come through and search  t h e  hootches.  

Q. M r .  HAYWOOD, you have i n  f r o n t  of you a blown-up 
a e r i a l  photograph of My Lai  ( 4 )  and t h e  v i c i n i t y  (Exhibi t  P-1) . 
On your l e f t  i s  a map wi th  a s c a l e  of 1:25,000 which has been 
introduced i n t o  evidence a s  Exh ib i t  MAP-4. You w i l l  n o t i c e  that 
My Lai  ( 4 )  on t h i s  map is here.  

(The wi tness  i s  o r i e n t e d  on t h e  map and a e r i a l  photo.)  
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. 	 Q. W i l l  you t e l l  us what took p l a c e  af ter  you CA8d i n  
and g o t  o u t  o f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s ?  

A. W e l l ,  a f t e r  w e  had landed, o u r  squad and I guess 
t h e  second squad o r  t h e  t h i r d  one, moved t o  t h e  sou th  t o  se-
cure an area f o r  t h e  rest of  t h e  company t o  come i n .  

Q - To set up a per imeter  f o r  a while  t h e r e ,  d i d  you? 

A. Y e s .  


Q- While t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  lift w a s  coming i n ?  


A. Y e s .  

Q - Did anything p a r t i c u l a r  happen dur ing  t h a t  time? 
Anything of s i g n i f i c a n c e  happen? Did you s e e  any VC o r  d i d  
you encounter  any r e s i s t a n c e  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. No. Not t o  my knowledge. From o u r  s i d e ,  we  d i d  
n o t  r ece ive  any incoming f i r e .  

Q- I see .  Did you s e e  any VC o r  noncombatants o r  
any people at a l l ?  

A. I t h i n k  w e  s a w  a couple of  people walking on a 
t r a i l  moving from e a s t  t o  west and they had a couple o f  cows 
o r  w a t e r  b u f f a l o  o r  something. 

Q- What happened? 

A. I d o n ' t  know who s a i d  anything about it. I th ink  
they was supposed t o  have been f i r e d  upon because-- 

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Somebody took them under f i r e ?  

A. Yes. 


Q- Would you j u s t  desc r ibe  what happened? 


A. That was about it, a s  f a r  a s  I know. They was 
j u s t  f i r e d  upon by my squad. I d o n ' t  know i f  i t  was j u s t  o u r  
squad. There was a l o t  of shoot ing  going on s o  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Were t h e  people h i t ?  
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A. A s  f a r  a s  I could s e e ,  no. 

Q HOW about t h e  cows? Did you g e t  t h e  cows? 

A. No. 

Q. Anything e l s e  happen while  you were on t h e  p e r i -
meter t h e r e ?  

A. No. Tha t ' s  a l l  t h a t  I can remember. 

Q. What d i d  your squad and your p la toon do next  
a f t e r  t h i s ?  

A. Then w e  moved t o  t h e  e a s t  and g o t  on l i n e  t o  pre-
pa re  t o  move through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q- Now, t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  was supposed t o  have h i t  t h e  
LZ a t  about 0730. Could you p u t  a t i m e  on about when you 
moved up on l i n e  t o  g e t  ready f o r  t h e  a s s a u l t ?  

A. I guess anywhere from about 0800 t o  0815. I ' d  
say w e  s tood  o u t  t h e r e  about a good 30 minutes o r  maybe more. 

Q. Somewhere about 0800 then ,  you were on l i n e ?  

A. Y e s .  . . 
Q .  Were any o rde r s  i s sued  about t h i s  t ime when you were on 
l i n e  by Sergeant  MITCHELL o r  Lieutenant  CALLEY o r  d i d  any-
t h i n g  come down t o  you? 

A. I don 't remember anything.  

Q. Can you d e s c r i b e  t h e  a s s a u l t  when you moved o u t  
and what happened a f t e r  then? What you saw? What you d i d ?  

A .  W e l l ,  w e  were t o  move r i g h t  through t h e  v i l l a g e  
and t o  e l i m i n a t e  a l l  l i v e s t o c k  and anything t h a t  would h e l p  
t h e  VC; food, r i c e ,  ammo and t h i n g s  of t h a t  n a t u r e .  I f  w e  
were t o  come up on any people t o  send them o u t  i n  a c e r t a i n  
a r e a  and t h e r e  was a man o u t  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of them. 

Q- Was somebody d e t a i l e d  t o  guard any p r i s o n e r s  o r  
d e t a i n e e s  t h a t  were rounded up? For example, was it D U R S I ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  he was d e t a i l e d ,  b u t  he w a s  o u t  
t ak ing  themml 

I 
1 

1 
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Q. How about MEADLO? M id he have any people i n  charge? 

A. No. I d i d n ' t  s e e  him with anybody a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q But you d i d  see  DURSI guarding some people? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. How about  CARTER? Was CARTER with you? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember see ing  him. 

Q - There was a t ime,  according t o  D U R S I ,  when CARTER 
was with him and they  were pushing a group of people along. 
Now, t o  t a l k  about d e t a i n i n g  people and rounding up people,  
what kind of people a r e  you t a l k i n g  about? You a r e  n o t  t a l k -
i n g  about mi l i ta ry-age  males a r e  you? 

A. They were mostly women and c h i l d r e n  t h a t  was de-
t a i n e d .  

Q Did you t a k e  any p r i soners?  By t h a t  I mean VC 
o r  VC suspec t s ,  mi l i ta ry-age  males o r  anybody t h a t  had a 
weapon? 

A. Not t h a t  I know o f .  N o t  then.  

Q - Did you g e t  any resistance a t  all as you noved i n t o  
t h e  hamlet? 

A. No. Not t o  my knowledge. A t  l e a s t  o u r  p la toon 
d i d n ' t .  

Q Would you t e l l  u s  how t h e  p la toon moved i n t o  t h e  
hamlet? Were they moving forward? Was it a recon by f i r e ?  

A. Yes, recon by f i r e .  

Q Shooting i n t o  every bush and hedgerow, and t h a t  
kind of th ing?  

A. Yes. 

Q. A s  I understand, t h i s  was i n  compliance wi th  t h e  
o rde r s  you had g o t t e n  t h e  day before ;  move aggress ive ly  wi th  
f i r e ?  

A. Y e s .  
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Q. A s  you moved through t h e  southern p a r t  of t h e  ham-
l e t  t h e r e ,  M r .  HAYWOOD, d i d  you s e e  any dead people? Did you 
s e e  people k i l l e d ?  J u s t  what was t h e  scene t h a t  you saw? 

A. W e l l ,  I d i d n ' t  s e e  any people t h a t  was k i l l e d  a t  
t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of t h e  hamlet,  b u t  I moved f u r t h e r  on o u t  and 
I g o t  t o  a c l e a r i n g  w e  w e r e  t o  c ross .  I d o n ' t  know i f  it was 
a r i c e  paddy o r  what, b u t  it w a s  a b i g  c l e a r i n g  and it was a 
d i t c h  o r  something running nor th  and south ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I 
s a w  a couple of people t h e r e  t h a t  was dead. 

Q Was t h i s  while  you were s t i l l  i n  t h e  hamlet o r  
s t i l l  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e ?  

A. I t  w a s  a t  t h e  edge o r  e i t h e r - - I  t h i n k  it was on 
t h e  edge of t h e  hamlet. I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  because t h e  
only t h i n g  I remember i s  w e  was supposed t o  go a c r o s s  a b i g  
open f i e l d .  We was t o l d  t o  keep moving and we h e s i t a t e d  be-
cause we had been caught once before  i n  a wide a r e a  and no-
body wanted t o  go, so  I went on and CARTER followed and t h a t ' s  
when I saw them, s o  I c a n ' t  remember. I know it was on t h e  
edge of something on t h a t  v i l l a g e .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  We have a b i g  ske tch  on t h e  w a l l ,  M r .  
HAYWOOD. I wonder i f  you wouldn ' t  mind s t epp ing  up here  and 
maybe you could f i g u r e  o u t  where t h i s  was. 

(MR WEST and t h e  wi tness  move t o  t h e  a r t i s t ' s  
concept map of  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  and surrounding a r e a ,  which 
was n o t  rece ived  i n  evidence.)  

A. I ' d  say t h a t  w e  were about  halfway o r  th ree -
f o u r t h s  of t h e  way through t h e  v i l l a g e .  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. A couple of people i n  a d i t c h ?  

A. Right .  I c a n ' t  p i c t u r e  t h e  a r e a  on he re  where I 
saw it. 

Q. You can s e e  t h e r e  a r e  some c l e a r i n g s  he re  over  
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  somewhere i n  t h e  southern  h a l f ?  

A. It w a s  j u s t  be fo re  we g o t  t o  t h i s  b i g  c l e a r i n g .  

Q When you say t h e  b i g  c l e a r i n g ,  do you mean t h e  
r i c e  paddy e a s t  of t h e  hamlet? 

A. Y e s .  I t  was something l i k e  a dried-up r i c e  paddy. 
I know it was r e a l  c l e a r .  
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LTC MAHAFFEY: Might it a l s o  have been south  r a t h e r  then  e a s t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember. A l l  I know i s  we were moving 
i n t o  another  l i t t l e  hamlet,  another  bushy a rea .  (Witness 
p o i n t s  t o  an a r e a  s o u t h e a s t  of My Lai  4 . )  

Q AS I r e c a l l ,  you s a i d  t h a t  you were about h a l f -
way o r  th ree -quar t e r s  through t h e  v i l l a g e  when you moved t o  
t h i s  l a r g e  open a r e a ?  

A. Right.  I t  could have been t h i s  a rea  he re .  I 
don' t.r e a l l y  remember ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
MR NEST: Po in t ing  t o  a wooded a r e a  s o u t h e a s t  of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

From your testimony, up t o  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h e s e  are 
t h e  only dead people you had seen? 

A. Right  . 
Q. I f  I understand you, you were on t h e  r i g h t  of 
your platoon? Did your squad move along t h e  sou th  edge of  
My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. You n o t i c e  from t h e  a e r i a l  photograph t h e r e  is a 
r i c e  paddy o u t  t o  t h e  smith. Did you ever  look o u t  i n t o  t h a t  
c l e a r  area, t h e  rice paddy t o  t h e  south? 

A. Y e s .  

Q A s  you w e r e  moving along t h e r e ,  would you t e l l  us 
what you r e c a l l  about  people who had been gathered up as t h e  
p la toon moved forward? We've had o t h e r  testimony i n d i c a t i n g  
t h a t  t h e r e  were a t  l e a s t  two f a i r l y  l a r g e  groups of  people 
gathered toge the r .  How does t h a t  f i t  i n  with your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  exac t ly .  I c a n ' t  remember. I t  
may have, b u t  I only remember one and t h a t  was see ing  DURSI .  
T h a t ' s  t h e  only  person I r e c a l l  s ee ing  with a group, 

Q - How many people d i d  he have i n  charge? 

A. Anywhere from about 30 t o  40, 50 people a t  t h a t  
po in t .  
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Q When was t h e  l a s t  time you saw t h i s  group 
toge the r?  

A.  I th ink  it was a t  t h e  end of t h e  t r a i l  on t h e  
south s i d e  r i g h t  a t  t h e  end of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. A t  t h e  e a s t  end of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right.  

Q. W a s  anyone he lp ing  D U R S I  guard t h e s e  people a t  
t h i s  time? 

A.  I d o n ' t  remember see ing  anybody except  DURSI. 

Q. Did you see a group of people t h a t  was s e n t  over  
by Sergeant  BACON from t h e  second squad? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember see ing  Sergeant  BACON a t  a l l .  

Q H e  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he had t h e  second squad, 1st 
Platoon. He w a s  on t h e  l e f t  and should have gone through 
j u s t  about t h e  middle of t h e  hamlet. H e  s a i d  they  gathered 
up about 30 people and they s e n t  them over t o  ~ i e u t e n a n t  
CALLEY . 
A. I d o n ' t  remember see ing  him. 

Q. You d o n ' t  remember t h a t ?  

A. N o .  I d o n ' t  remember see ing  Sergeant  BACON a t  
a l l .  

Q. M r .  HAYWOOD, I d i r e c t  your a t t e n t i o n  now t o  t h e  
southern  p a r t  of My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  r i g h t  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  where t h e  
t r a i l  l e a d s  south  t o  521. Do you remember as you moved along 
t h e r e ,  d i d  you s e e  a group of people down here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  who 
were a l i v e  o r  dead? This  could have been around 0830 o r  0845? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  r i g h t  o f f .  I d o n ' t  know i f  it was 
i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  b u t  I remember s e e i n g . a  group of people moving 
i n  a ' b r u s h  a r e a  somewhere over  i n  t h i s  a r e a  and t o  our  r i g h t .  
I remember s e e i n g  them, b u t  I d o n ' t  know which a r e a  it was. 

Q I t  was no t  i n  a r i c e  paddy? I t  w a s  more of an 
a r e a  where t h e r e  was vege ta t ion?  

A. Y e s .  
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Q a  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether it was i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  
ou t?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q Were you anywhere around when CARTER s h o t  himself?  

A. I was up ahead. 

Q Forward? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. I t h i n k  you a r e  about  t h e  only man i n  t h e  p la toon
t h a t  wasn ' t  t h e r e  a t  one t ime o r  another .  

A .  I heard t h a t  he  had s h o t  h imsel f ,  b u t  I wasn ' t  
anywhere around t h e  p lace  where he had s h o t  h imsel f .  

Q. Besides t h e s e  t w o  o t h e r  people  t h a t  you saw i n  t h e  
d i t c h ,  d i d  you see any o t h e r  bodies while  you w e r e  i n  t h e  ham-
l e t ,  i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Not i n  t h a t  a rea  I d i d n ' t  s e e  anything. 

Q A s  you moved through, d i d  you keep p r e t t y  much 
on l i n e  o r  were you s o r t  of d isorganized  and everybody on h i s  
own o r  how d i d  it go? 

A. W e l l ,  a f t e r  about  100 yards o r  so,  everybody g o t  
kind of d isorganized  and were j u s t  running around p r e t t y  
much, a s  I could see .  A couple of men t o  my lef t - -At  t i m e s  
I c o u l d n ' t  s e e  them and a t  times--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  How about Sergeant MITCHELL? Where 
was he? Did he keep c o n t r o l  of h i s  squad o r  d i d  he  go o f f  by 
h imsel f ,  o r  what happened? 

A. W e l l ,  I c a n ' t  remember too  w e l l .  H e  w a s  on my 
l e f t ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  see him. The t i m e s  t h a t  I d id  s e e  him he 
was t e l l i n g  us  t o  keep on l i n e  and keep moving. 

Q - M r .  HAYWOOD, l e t ' s  go back t o  t h i s  group of 30 t o  
50  people t h a t  DURSI had i n  charge. Now t h a t  you have thought 
about it a l i t t l e  b i t ,  can you r e c a l l  anybody e l s e  t h a t  was 
wi th  him? 
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( ~ e g a t i v eresponse.  ) 

How about OLSEN? 

A,  1 d o n ' t  t h ink  OLSEN--he was t h e  machinegunner. I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  he was t h e r e .  The only person, I d o n ' t  know f o r  
s u r e ,  t h a t  could have been t h e r e  was MEADLO. T h a t ' s  about 
t h e  only  person t h a t  could have been t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know f o r  
sure .  

9. Do you know what happened t o  t h i s  group of people? 

A. I know what w a s  supposed t o  have happened. I 
d o n ' t  know exac t ly .  I d i d n ' t  see t h a t  group of people and--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You d idn '  t s e e  them? 

A. I d i d n ' t  s ee  t h a t  group of people be ing  sho t .  

Q T e l l  u s  what you heard about i t ?  -What was sup-
posed t o  have happened? 

A. Well, they were supposed t o  have been s h o t  and 
k i l l e d .  

Q. Do you know where t h i s  took p lace?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  I d o n ' t  know i f  it was i n  My La i  
( 4 )  o r  t h e  nex t  v i l l a g e .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Af te r  you reached t h e  end of My L a i  
( 4 )  where d i d  you go? 

A. W e  s t a r t e d  pushing towards t h e  next  v i l l a g e .  I 
think it w a s  My L a i  ( 5 )  o r  My Lai  ( 6 )  . 
Q. Who went wi th  you, your squad? 

A. My whole squad and t h e  company, w e l l ,  t h e  2d 
Platoon. 

Q. W e l l ,  t h i s  was sometime l a t e r .  D i d n ' t  you s e t  up 
a per imeter?  

A. A f t e r  we got  t o  the edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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Q. Did you have a break f o r  chow, have lunch before  
you moved ou t?  Where d i d  you s e t  up on t h e  per imeter?  Where 
were you? 

A. I remember s e t t i n g  up f o r  chow. I th ink  it was 
o u t s i d e  o f . t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  n o t  too  f a r  from t h e  v i l l a g e  w e  
s e t  up, because I remember being i n  kind of a open a r e a  and 
behind m e  was a d i t c h  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  We s e t  up 
t h e r e  f o r  an hour maybe. 

Q During t h i s  t i m e  d i d  you s e e  a h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d ,  
a bubbletop? 

A. Y e s .  I saw one, a bubble h e l i c o p t e r  wi th  two 
machineguns on it. 

Q. What happened? 

A. A l l  I know is  t h e  p i l o t  go t  o u t  o r  somebody came 
over.  I am n o t  su re .  I d i d n ' t  watch it t h a t  c l o s e .  I went 
somewhere and it went o u t  of my eyes ight .  

a. You d o n ' t  know who he t a lked  t o ?  

A. No. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  who it was, b u t  I remember a 
h e l i c o p t e r  landing. 

Q - Eid you' see any o t h e r  h e l i c o p t e r s  land  l a t e r  on? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. You say t h a t  you d i d  hear  t h a t  t h i s  group of 30 
t o  50 people t h a t  DURSI had w e r e  s h o t  l a t e r  on? 

A. Right.  

Q Did you hea r  about any o t h e r  groups of people 
being sho t?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  hear  of any. I saw a group of men 
being sho t .  I d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  see it. I saw them r o l l i n g  i n  
t h e  d i t c h  sho t .  

Q. Was t h i s  i n  t h e  af te rnoon l a t e r  i n  t h e  day? 

A. I t  was around 1100 o r  1200. 
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Q Could you desc r ibe  t h a t ?  

A. Well, t h e r e  w e r e  about  1 0  o r  1 2  men brought up by 
MEADLO and CONTI. They were brought up from t h e  r e a r .  I 
d o n ' t  know where they go t  them from. Maybe they  was i n  t h a t  
group of people. I d o n ' t  know where they  came from. They 
were brought up from t h e  r e a r  by MEADLO and CONTI and was 
thrown i n  t h e  d i t c h  and f i r e d  upon. 

9. MEADLO and CONTI f i r e d  on them? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What kind of weapons d i d  they  use? 

Q- How many men do you th ink  t h e r e  were? 

A. I ' d  say  it was anywhere from seven t o  twelve men. 

Q g  You f i x  t h i s  around 1100? 

A. I t h ink  it was around 1100 because I remember we 
had set up f o r  chow and had go t  through e a t i n g  o r  was e a t i n g  
a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q. Do you remember where t h i s  was? 

A. I t ' s  hard  t o  say.  No. 

Q. W a s  it o u t s i d e  My Lai  ( 4 )  on beyond it somewhere? 

A. I think it was beyond it. I d o n ' t  t h ink  it was 
i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  now, a s  you moved o u t  of My Lai ( 4 )  , 
t h e r e  w a s  a b i g  r i c e  paddy t o  the e a s t  h e r e  and t h e r e  i s  
another  clump of t r e e s  and houses o f f  t o  t h e  e a s t  and a l i t t l e  
b i t  t o  t h e  south ,  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  corner .  I f  you t h i n k  back 
and remember t h a t ,  could you p l a c e  t h i s  d i t c h  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  
those l o c a t i o n s ?  

A. It seemed t o  m e  t h a t  t h e  d i t c h  was running in a 
curve n o r t h  n o r t h e a s t  d i r e c t i o n  t o  t h e  west.  Northeast  t o  
west d i r e c t i o n .  
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Q You d o n ' t  recognize t h e  p lace  on t h e  map, t h e  
photograph? 

A. No. 

Q. You s a i d  t h e s e  w e r e  males I be l i eve .  Were they
mil i ta ry-age  m a l e s  o r  o l d  men o r  j u s t  what were they? 

A. A couple,  I ' d  say ,  w e r e  mi l i ta ry-age  people.  I t ' s  
kind of hard t o  remember, b u t  I would say a couple of o l d  men. 
A couple was kep t  a p a r t  and used a s  po in t  men. 

Q. Why do you suppose they d id  t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. E i t h e r  they were t o l d  o r  they j u s t  
done it on t h e r e  own, b u t  I d o n ' t  know t h a t  they  would do 
anything l i k e  t h a t  on t h e i r  own. 

Q. Was t h e r e  a genera l  f e e l i n g  i n  t h e  p la toon t h a t  
you were supposed t o  k i l l  t h e s e  people t h a t  you came ac ross  
i n  t h e  hamlet and wipe them o u t ?  

A. I imagine t h e r e  was. Yes, I would say.  

Q. W a s  t h a t  your understanding of t h e  o r d e r s  t h a t  
t h e s e  people you came ac ross  were e i t h e r  VC o r  VC s u s p e c t s  
and you should shoot  them? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. When MITCHELL tilked t o  you about ga the r ing  people 
up and sending them over  t o  somebody t h a t  would be i n  charge 
of them, d i d ' h e  say anything about k i l l i n g  them l a t e r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  he s a i d  it. 

Q - I ask you t h i s  because apparent ly  t h i s  i s  what 
happened. These people were gathered up and they were taken 
o f f  someplace and they  w e r e  sho t .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember him saying anything about it. 

Q. Do you know anything about a group of people t h a t  
were under guard by MEADLO, and poss ib ly  C O N T I ,  be ing  taken 
down t o  some l o c a t i o n  along t h e  southern l o c a t i o n  t h e r e  of  My 
Lai  ( 4 )  and s h o t  by CALLEY and MEADLO? Did you hear  anything 
about t h a t ?  

(HAYWOOD) 
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A. I heard ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  s ee  them. I d o n ' t  remember 
who s a i d  it, b u t  they s a i d  t h a t ' s  what happened. 

Q- Did they say about where t h i s  was? 

A. No. A 1 1  I know it was someplace back t o  t h e  west ,  
back i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q A s  you understood it t h i s  was a s e p a r a t e  group 
from t h e  one t h a t  DURSI had? 

A. E i t h e r  it was a combined group o r  a s e p a r a t e  one. 
I d o n ' t  know f o r  su re .  I th ink  it was a combined group t h a t  
DURSI had. 

Q. Do I understand t h a t  you a r e  saying t h a t  you d o n ' t  
know of a second group o r  l a r g e  group of people t h a t  were 
k i l l e d ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q =  But, you have descr ibed  t h a t  t h i s  l a r g e  group 
t h a t  DURSI had i n  charge w e r e  k i l l e d ?  

A. Right  . 
Q. The o t h e r  group of males of seven t o  t e n  which MEADLO 
and CONTI--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Right.  

Q. Were k i l l e d .  Do you remember about when CARTER 
was wounded? Did you hear  anything about t h i s  a t  t h e  t i m e  
t h a t  you might know when t h i s  happened? 

A. I would say  it was j u s t  be fo re  noon o r  somewhere 
i n  t h e r e .  

Q. Along about  t h i s  t ime or a l i t t l e  a f t e rwards ,  d i d  
you hea r  any o rde r s  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g ?  

A.  No, I d i d n ' t  hear  any. I d o n ' t  remember hearing 
any. 

Q. Of course,  t h e  p la toon s t a r t e d  o u t  wi th  recon by 
f i r e .  I assume they kept  t h i s  up f o r  a whi le .  Do you remem-
b e r  when t h e  f i r i n g  d ied  down? 
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A .  Down a t  t h e  end of t h e  v i l l a g e .  Right  a f t e r  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

Q. .HOW long d i d  it take  t h e  platoon t o  move through 
MY ~ a i( 4 ) ?  

A. I would say about an  hour. 

Q= Were you v i s i t e d  a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  t h a t  morning by 
any o f f i c e r s  from Task Force Barker o r  t h e  br igade  o r  d i v i s i o n ?  
Did you see  any v i s i t i n g  o f f i c e r s  a t  a l l  come i n  by h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

LTC MAHAFFEY: M r .  HAYWOOD, I ' d  l i k e  t o  go back and r e t r a c e  
a few s t e p s .  Af te r  you h i t  t h e  LZ and your squad moved t o  
t h e  south t o  s e t  up a p o r t i o n  of t h e  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  LZ, do 
you r e c a l l  where t h e  second squad was loca ted  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  
your squad a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. A f t e r  you had formed up on l i n e  and were moving 
through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  do you r e c a l l  where t h e  p la toon  CP o r  
command group was moving? Were they moving behind your squad 
o r  behind Sergeant  BACON'S squad? 

A. I t h i n k  it w a s  behind--I'm no t  too  s u r e ,  b u t  be- 
hind Sergeant  BACON'S squad o r  i n  between t h e  second squad 
and t h e  f i r s t  squad. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they  was d i r e c t l y  behind 
t h e  f i r s t  squad. 

Q- You discussed  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  t h a t  you were t o  do 
wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  l i v e s t o c k ,  with r e s p e c t  t o  ga the r ing  people 
up and moving them ou t .  What were you supposed t o  do wi th  
enemy? 

A. Enemy? W e l l ,  everybody t h e r e  was supposed t o  be 
t h e  enemy. 

Q. What w e r e  you supposed t o  do with them? What was 
your understanding of what you were supposed t o  do with t h e  
enemy? C o l l e c t  them up and move them ou t?  

A. Right.  Tha t ' s  t h e  understanding I had. Everybody 
t h a t  w a s  i n  t h e  a r e a  was e i t h e r  VC--They had a man o u t  he re ,  
DURSI, t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  people and move them ou t .  
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Q. I f  they  were enemy, i s n ' t  t h e  normal t h i n g  t h a t ' s  
done i n  combat wi th  t h e  enemy i s  t o  k i l l  them? 

A.  Not a l l  t h e  t ime, unless  they f i r e  upgn you f i r s t .  

Q You s a i d  t h a t  it took about an hour f o r  t h e  pla-
toon t o  move through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right.  

Q. This  i s  before .  t h e  lead  elements reached t h e  
e a s t e r n  edge of My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A.  Y e s ,  I th ink  so.  

Q. Were you wi th  t h e  l ead  elements of t h e  p la toon 
as they  reached t h e  e a s t e r n  edge? 

A.  Yes, wi th  t h e  f i r s t  squad on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e .  

Q What d i d  you do a t  t h e  t i m e  you reached t h e  e a s t -
e r n  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  . 

A .  I t h i n k  w e  set up some kind of a way. We set up 
i n  a r i c e  f i e l d  o r  some kind of a way. 

Q I n  a s t a t i o n a r y  per imeter?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. That would have been roughly 0900 t o  0915 i n  t h e  
morning? 

A .  Around t h a t .  We d i d n ' t  s t a y  t h e r e  t h a t  long. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  s t a y  t h e r e  t h a t  long? What d i d  you do 
then? 

A .  We kept  moving on ac ross  t h e  r i c e  paddy and w e  
moved i n t o  another  l i t t l e  hamlet. I t  was r e a l  s m a l l .  I d o n ' t  
know what it w a s ,  b u t  it w a s  r e a l  small .  

Q- Was t h i s  before  t h e  lunch break? 

A.  Y e s ,  I t  was j u s t  be fo re  t h e  lunch break t h a t  . 
w e  was moving ac ross  t h i s  l i t t l e  hamlet. 
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Q Now, i f  you were t h e r e  on t h e  e a s t e r n  edge of.My 
L a i  ( 4 )  a t  0900 and j u s t  before  lunch moved i n t o  t h i s  smal l  
v i l l a g e  f u r t h e r  to  t h e  e a s t ,  t h e r e  a r e  a couple of hours i n  
t h e r e .  What were you doing dur ing  t h a t  2 hours? What was 
t h e  squad doing? 

A. I t ' s  hard t o  say,  j u s t  running around. 

Q. ~ a c k t r a c k i n gthrough t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember backt racking  through t h e  v i l -
lage.  

Q. Do you remember any members of t h e  squad back-
t r ack ing?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know i f  they went back. I remember n o t  
see ing  them a couple of t i m e s .  

Q. When you saw t h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  land ,  t h e  bubble 
h e l i c o p t e r  land ,  where w a s  he i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  where you w e r e  
set up on t h e  per imeter?  Was he t o  your l e f t  f r o n t  o r  t o  
your f r o n t ?  

A. He was, I t h i n k  t o  my f r o n t .  He was about d i r e c t -
l y  t o  my f r o n t  o r  t o  my r i g h t  f r o n t .  OLSEN w a s  machinegunner, 
i f  I can remember c l e a r  he was t o  my r i g h t  by t h e  grave. I 
t h i n k  and t h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  landed r i g h t  by a d i t c h .  I ' m  no t  
su re .  

Q - Landed by a d i t c h ?  

A. Right. 

Q. Had t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r  landed p r i o r  t o  t h a t  time? 

A. Not t h a t  I had seen. 

Q But t h e  one t ime t h a t  you saw him, he was d i r e c t l y  
t o  your f r o n t  then? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. A t  what d i s t a n c e  would you es t ima te?  

A. I ' d  say about 150 yards.  
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Q A s  you l e f t  t h e  LZ and entered  t h e  western edge 
of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  you were moving by a s s a u l t  f i r e  o r  reconning 
by f i r e .  Did t h i s  cont inue p r e t t y  c o n s i s t e n t l y  u n t i l  you 
reached t h e  e a s t e r n  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. Did it then d i e  down a s  you reached t h e  e a s t e r n  
edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  time? 

A.  It died  down a t  t h e  end. It  was mostly used when 
w e  came up on a bushy a rea  o r  heav i ly  dense a r e a  t h a t  we were 
n o t  s u r e  about.  

Q This  group of 1 0  o r  12 males t h a t  you observed, I 
b e l i e v e  you s a i d  MEADLO and CONTI shoot ing  i n t o .  Did t h a t  
occur  a f t e r  you crossed  t h e  open paddy and went i n t o  t h e  
small  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. Afte r?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. So t h a t  would have been, then  about noon time? 

A .  Yes. 

Q A s  I understand your testimony so  f a r ,  you saw 
only about two people dead o r  two bodies  a s  you went through 
My La i  ( 4 )  i t s e l f ?  

A .  Right.  I t  was around two o r  t h r e e .  I t  looked 
l i k e  they  was on each o t h e r  o r  l ay ing  c l o s e  by. 

Q Close by? Two o r  t h r e e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Did you s e e  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f ,  o r  around 
t h e  southern  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f ,  any o t h e r  bodies 
a t  a l l ?  

A .  No, I d i d n ' t .  
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MR WEST: M r .  HAYWOOD, you s a i d  t h a t  a f t e r  you l e f t  My Lai  
( 4 ) ,  a f t e r  you set up t h e  per imeter ,  you d i d n ' t  s t a y  t h e r e  
long,  b u t  you moved forward i n t o  another  l i t t l e  hamlet? 

A. Y e s ,  I t h i n k  it w a s .  

Q Take a look a t  t h e  s k e t c h  aga in ,  M r .  HAYWOOD, and 
remember you ' r e  looking r i g h t  down, d i r e c t l y  overhead, I 
d i r e c t  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  a wooded a r e a  which is  east of and 
a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  t h e  nor th  of My La i  ( 4 ) .  Could t h i s  have been 
i t ?  This is about 400  meters t o  t h e  e a s t  of My La i  ( 4 ) .  
Could t h a t  have been t h e  o t h e r  l i t t l e  hamlet you a r e  t h i n k i n g  
of  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  ? 

A. I t  could have. It  wasn ' t  t o o  heav i ly  vegeta ted .  
You could almost see t o  t h e  o t h e r  end. 

Q. W e l l ,  you can s e e  how t h e  t r e e s  and t h e  brush are 
s c a t t e r e d  and t h i s  c u l t i v a t e d  f i e l d  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
A .  I kemember because they had a couple of b r i c k  
bu i ld ings  t h a t  had a l l  been s h o t  up l i k e  by a r t i l l e r y  o r  some 
kind of t anks  o r  whatever it w a s ,  knocked a whole l o t  of 
bu i ld ings  down. I t  w a s  p r e t t y  we l l  c u t  down. 

Q Did you see any demoli t ion men with t h e  company 
t h a t  morning? There w e r e  supposed t o  be two engineers  t h a t  
went along? 

A. I remember see ing  them a t  t h e  end of--where we 
rung up a t  t h i s  graveyard f o r  t h e  n igh t .  

Q - When you laagered  i n  f o r  t h e  n igh t?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Did you know e i t h e r  one of them o r  t h e i r  names? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  A l l  I know i s  they were with t h e  
26th Engineers,  I th ink .  

Q. We've been t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  t h e i r  names. One 
of  them had a nick name of "Hotshot"? 

A. I don ' t  r e c a l l .  
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Q. How many dead Vietnamese d i d  you s e e  a l t o g e t h e r  
i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  , M r .  HAYWOOD? 

A. That I saw f o r  t h e  whole opera t ion  o r  t h a t  morn- 
ing?  

Q* That morning i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I ' d  say about 13,  1 4  ,'15,  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Did t h i s  inc lude  t h e  men t h a t  you s a i d  MEADLO 
and CONTI sho t?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- Could t h a t  have been over--I'm t r y i n g  t o  under- 
s t a n d  t h i s .  Was t h i s  over i n  t h e  second l i t t l e  hamlet where 
they were sho t?  

A. I t  could have been. 

Q- I n  t h i s  a r e a  of  , t he  photograph. It would be h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )? 

A. It could have been r i g h t  o u t  and up here.  

Q - I n d i c a t i n g  t o  t h e  nor th  t o  t h e  hamlet l y i n g  some 
400 t o  500 meters e a s t  and a l i t t l e  nor th  o r  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

When you laagered  i n  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  i n  t h i s  grave- 
yard d i d  you s e e  any National  Po l i ce  t h e r e ?  

A. I saw about t h r e e  o r  four ,  I th ink .  


Q - Did you s e e  them i n t e r r o g a t i n g  any p r i soners?  


A. No, I d i d n ' t .  


Q* Did you s e e  them shoot ing  any p r i soners?  


A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Did you h e a r  about them shoot ing  any p r i soners?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge. I d i d n ' t  hea r  anything about 
t h a t .  
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Q - Did you see  any v i s i t i n g  o f f i c e r s  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )
where you laagered  i n  f o r  t h e  n igh t?  

A- I d o n ' t  remember see ing  them. 

Q =  Do you remember being taken o u t  by h e l i c o p t e r  a 
couple of days l a t e r  on t h e  af te rnoon of t h e  1 8 t h  and going 
back t o  Landing Zone Dot t i e?  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember what d a t e  it was, b u t  I remember 
being l i f t e d  o u t  a couple of days l a t e r .  

Q. When you landed t h e r e  a t  Landing Zone D o t t i e  and 
g o t  ou t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  do you remember being m e t  by a 
f u l l  co lonel  who t a l k e d  t o  t h e  group? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you know who t h a t  was? 

A .  No, I d o n ' t .  

Q - Did you know Colonel HENDERSON? 

A .  No. 

Q The 11 th  Brigade t o  which Task Force Barker was 
a t t ached  was co~imandeda t  t h a t  t i n e  by Colonel HEEDERSON. H e  
t o l d  us t h a t  he t a l k e d  t o  some of t h e  men t h a t  came back from 
t h e  opera t ion .  could you t e l l  us what he s a i d ?  

A. W e l l ,  he asked a couple of se rgean t s  t h a t  was i n  
t h i s  group t h a t  g o t  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  He asked them about 
what went on o u t  t h e r e  and he t r i e d  t o  g e t  sone comment from 
people,  b u t  nobody would comment on what went on. 

Q - M r .  HAYWOOD, it could be very important  t o  us. 
Could you r e c a l l  j u s t  what h i s  words were? J u s t  what he s a i d  
when he asked ques t ions?  

N O ,  I c a n ' t .  

Q What was he  i n q u i r i n g  about? 

A. W e l l ,  h e  was i n q u i r i n g  about ,  I imagine, what 
went on o u t  i n  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  a rea .  Did we s e e  any u n j u s t  
th ings  o r  something i n  t h a t  na tu re?  He asked a se rgean t  t o  
t e l l  him anything about any u n j u s t  th ings  t h a t  went on i n  
t h a t  a r e a  t h a t  C Company had done. 
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Did he  use t h e  words c i v i l i a n s  o r  noncombatants? 

I d o n ' t  remember. 

0- H e  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  anybody t o  comment? 

A. No. 

Q. How long d id  t h i s  l a s t ?  How long d i d  he ques t ion  
them? 

A .  When w e  l e f t  he was s t i l l  on t h e  LZ. I d o n ' t  
know. I guess he was wai t ing  for--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I mean, how long d i d  he keep your 
group? 

A.  I guess about 4 o r  5 minutes t r y i n g  t o  g e t  
someone t o  comment. 

Q. Af te r  t h i s  d i d  you hear  anything about  an i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  of  what happened a t  My La i  ( 4 )  t h a t  morning? 

A. A s  f a r  a s  I can r e c a l l  I d id  hear  a l i t t l e  some-
t h i n g  about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  was be ing  he ld .  

Q. Do you remember Captain MEDINA c a l l i n g  t h e  company 
toge the r  and t a l k i n g  about i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know what he s a i d ,  b u t  I remember some-
t h i n g  t h a t  came up l i k e  t h a t .  E i t h e r  he c a l l e d  t h e  company 
t o g e t h e r  o r  it came through from t h e  p la toon l e a d e r  o r  squad 
l eader  o r  something. 

Q B e  t o l d  us. H e  was h e r e ,  and he t o l d  us  t h a t  he 
d i d  c a l l  t h e  company t o g e t h e r  and t o l d  them t h a t  t h e r e  was an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on of what happened a t  M y  Lai  ( 4 )  t h a t  
morning. He t r i e d -t o  r econs t ruc t - j u s t  what he s a i d  and what 
t h e  impression was t h a t  t h e  men of t h e  company go t .  Can you 
remember your impression of what it was t h a t  he s a i d ?  

A.  NO, I c a n ' t .  

Q - W e l l ,  d i d  he t e l l  you n o t  t o  t a l k  about it f o r  
example? 
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N o ,  I c a n ' t  remember anything he s a i d .  

Q He s a i d  t h a t  he advised t h e  company n o t  t o  t a l k  
about it and n o t  t o  goss ip  t o  o t h e r s  about it while  t h e  inves t -
i g a t i o n  was going on. Other people have p u t  it more s t rong ly .  
H e  t o l d  them n o t  t o  t a l k  about it. You c a n ' t  remember any-
body t e l l i n g  you t o  keep q u i e t  about what happened a t  My La i  
( 4 )  t h a t  morning? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q What was your impression of what happened a t  My 
La i  ( 4 )  t h a t  morning? 

A. My impression? 

Q. Yes? 

(Negative response.  ) 

I r e a l i z e  you c o u l d n ' t  have seen everyth ing  and 
perhaps n o t  very much of it because My Lai  ( 4 )  was p r e t t y  
heav i ly  wooded and you went r i g h t  on through, b u t  j u s t  based 
on what you heard from o t h e r s  what was your t o t a l  impression 
of what happened t h e r e  t h a t  morning? 

A .  W e l l ,  it i s  p r e t t y  hard t o  say.  I f e l t  t h a t  it 
wasn ' t  r i g h t ,  bu t  I f igured  it came down f r o m  h igher  above. 
They must have decided t h a t  t h e  people t h e r e  were a l l  V i e t  
Cong o r  Vie t  Cong sympathizers o r  they wouldn't  have gave 
t h e  order  for a search  and des t roy  mission i n  t h a t  a rea .  

Q. You mean, you are t a l k i n g  about an o r d e r  t o  shoot  
t h e  people? Is t h a t  what you mean? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q. I d o n ' t  want t o  pu t  words i n  your mouth. Is t h a t  
what you meant? 

A, Well ,--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  They decided they were n o t  innocent  
and t h e r e f o r e  it was a l l  r i g h t  t o  k i l l  them? Is t h a t  t h e  idea?  

A.  Not e x a c t l y  l i k e  t h a t ,  but  somewhere i n  t h a t  na-
t u r e .  That it was a l l  r i g h t  t o  des t roy  t h e  whole v i l l a g e ,  i n  
t h a t  order .  
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Q. How d id  you g e t  t h e  impression t h a t  it was from 
higher  headquarters?  Is t h a t  something t h a t  Captain MEDINA 
s a i d ?  

A.  W e l l ,  i n  h i s  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  day I t h i n k  he s a i d  
khat he had been given an o rde r  or something. I d o n ' t  remem-
b e r  i f  he s a i d  t h a t  he had been given an o rde r ,  b u t  he s a i d  
t h a t  t h e r e  were no innocent  people t h e r e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
t h e  only way I could ga ther  t h a t  he knew t h i s  was t h a t  it came 
down from Task Force Barker o r  Colonel BARKER o r  somebody 
e l s e  t h a t  was h igher  up. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  he w a s  high 
ranking enough t o  be a b l e  t o  g ive  t h a t  kind of order .  

Q. Did he mention o rde r s  from higher  headquarters  
o r  d id  he  say t h i s  was a mission given by h igher  headquarters  
f o r  example? 

A.  Y e s .  I d o n ' t  e x a c t l y  remember him saying it t h a t  
way, b u t  he s a i d  something about we had t o  go i n  t h i s  a rea  on 
a search  and des t roy  mission. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  what kind of 
way he p u t  it. 

Q. But t h a t  's t h e  genera l  idea?  

A Y e s .  \ 

Q . I th ink  you apprec ia te  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  what happen- 
ed t h e r e  t h a t  morning wi th  a l o t  of Vietnamese people being 
k i l l e d  i s  p r e t t y  unusual,  and a l s o  t h a t  t h i s  d i d n ' t  become 
w e l l  known u n t i l  t h e  p a s t  few weeks. Do you have any idea  
why t h i s  i n c i d e n t  was no t  repor ted  through o f f i c i a l  channels 
t h e  way t h a t  o t h e r  th ings  t h a t  happen on t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  a r e  
repor ted?  

A.  No, I don ' t .  I f igured  t h a t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  j u s t  w a s  
i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  o r  whatever it was, and w a s  c a l l e d  o f f ,  s o  I 
f igured  it w a s  over.  

Q . Did anybody ever come t o  t a l k  t o  you about it and 
say t h a t  he w a s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  mat ter?  

A .  No. 

Q. Do you know anybody e l s e  i n  t h e  company t h a t  was 
quest ioned? 

A .  N o ,  I d o n ' t .  
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LTC MAHAFFEY : Going back again  t o  your movement through My 
Lai  ( 4 ) ,  d i d  you s e e  o r  do you know i f  any o t h e r  elements of 
t h e  company were moving t o  t h e  r i g h t  o r  t h e  south  of your squad? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember see ing  any other--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  You were almost on t h e  r i g h t  f l ank  
of your squad, wereri ' t  you? 

A.  Y e s .  

Q. Would you have seen any o t h e r  elements t h a t  were 
moving i n  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o r  t o  t h e  south? 

A. Y e s ,  I would have. 

Q. You d i d  n o t  s e e  any? 

A. NO, sir, 

Q. When you l e f t  t h e  a r e a  of My Lai  ( 4 )  and went t o  
t h e  n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n  o r  t h e  l aager  p o s i t i o n  f o r  t h a t  
n i g h t ,  what happened en route?  

A .  I don ' t  remember anything t h a t  happened. 

Q. Was ther,e any shoot ing? 

A. No. We w e r e  t o l d  not  t o  shoot  because B Company 
was moving up from t h e  r i g h t .  I d o n ' t  remember any shoot ing.  

Q Did you c o l l e c t  up any people en rou te?  

A.  The only people t h a t  I can remember wi th  us was 
some p o i n t  men t h a t  they was using,  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  
they was us ing  on p o i n t .  

Q. They were going along with you? 

A, Right. They was used a s  a p o i n t  i n  each squad. 

Q. The next  day a f t e r  you l e f t  t h a t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  
we understand t h a t  you moved south.  Did any o f f i c e r s  from 
task  fo rce  o r  br igade  v i s i t  you i n  t h e  f i e l d  t h a t  day? 

A. No, n o t  t roops .  I could have been--
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Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Did you see any h e l i c o p t e r s  coming
i n ?  

A. N o ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q - D o  you know Colonel BEERS? 

A. Colonel BEERS? Yes. 

Q. D i d  Colonel BEERS v i s i t  you t h a t  day? 

A. N o .  I d o n ' t  remember see ing  him t h a t  day. 

a- When you were being e x t r a c t e d  t h e  nex t  day, what 
kind of choppers w e r e  used f o r  t h e  e x t r a c t i o n ?  

A. Huey - s l i c k s .  

Q. Were t h e r e  any "Hooks," CH-47's, Chinooks, used 
f o r  t h a t  e x t r a c t i o n ?  

A. N o .  

Q. How many s l i c k s  d i d  you have? 

A. I t h i n k  it was four  o r  f i v e .  I t  wasn ' t  too many. 

Q- Not t o o  many? 

A* N o .  

9- But,  you saw no CH-47's? 

A *  N o .  

Q Were you on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ?  

A. I was on about t h e  second o r  t h i r d  l i f t .  

Q- And Colonel HENDERSON was t h e r e  when you a r r i v e d  
on t h e  second or  t h i r d  l i f t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q - Did you shoot  a t  anyone yourse l f  a s  you w e r e  going 
through My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  
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A .  Y e s .  I s h o t  a t  a couple of cows, chickens.  

Q Did you shoot  a t  any Vietnamese? 

A.  N O ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q. You s a i d  t h a t  you were n o t  contac ted  by anyone 
conducting an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No. 

Q. Have you been contac ted  o r  have you t a l k e d  wi th  
anyone s i n c e  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f  became p r e t t y  w e l l  known? 

A.  Yes, t o  a CID--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  How about anyone f r ~ mC Company? 

A .  NO, I haven ' t .  

Q. No one? 

A.  No one. 

Q. Were you decorated a t  a l l  f o r  your s e r v i c e  wi th  
Char l i e  Company? 

A.  The o ~ l ything I rece ived  was t h e  C I B  Badge. 

Q *  CIB? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q What rank d i d  you hold  a t  t h e  t ime t h a t  you ETS Id? 

MR WEST: M r .  HAYWOOD, can you th ink  of anything e l s e  t h a t  
might he lp  us  i n  our  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  we h a v e n ' t  touched on 
i n  t h e  ques t ion ing ,  any s ta tement  you would l i k e  t o  make? 

A.  No. None t h a t  I can th ink  o f .  

MR WEST: W e  very much a p p r e c i a t e  your coming h e r e ,  M r .  
I-IAYWOOD. We know t h a t  it has been a l o t  of t r o u b l e  f o r  you 
a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime. You have helped us wi th  t h e  in fo r -
mation you have given us .  Your testimony i s  going t o  h e l p  us 
put t h i s  t h i n g  toge the r .  We a r e  very g r a t e f u l  t o  you. Thank 
you very much. 
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The h e a r i n g  will be recessed. 

(The hea r ing  recessed a t  1137 hours, 19 January 1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: KONWINSKI, Joseph W. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 29 January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Un i t  pe r sonne l  s p e c i a l i s t ,  
C/1/20. 

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

A s  t h e  u n i t  pe r sonne l  s p e c i a l i s t , t h e  w i t n e s s  worked 
i n  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade basecamp a t  LZ Bronco (pg.  2 ) .  The f i r s t  
s e r g e a n t  and h e  worked i n  the u n i t  o r d e r l y  room (pg. 2 ) .  
Also p r e s e n t  were u n i t  supply  p e r s o n n e l  and t h e  execu t ive  
o f f i c e r ,  L i e u t e n a n t  STORMS (pg. 2 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  Se rgean t  
HOBSCHEID had a PRC-25 i n  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  on which h e  
o c c a s i o n a l l y  moni tored t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  (pg. 17 ) . Usually t h e  
communications c h i e f  i n  the company d i d  t h e  moni tor ing  
(pg.  1 7 ) .  S e r g e a n t  SAMMONS, t h e  communications s e r g e a n t ,  
worked i n  t h e  supply  room which was a s e p a r a t e  b u i l d i n g  
from t h e  company a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  b u i l d i n g  (pg. 1 7 ) . 
2 .  KNOWLEDGE OF ACTIVITY ON 16 MARCH. 

a. H i s  p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  a r e a .  

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  have any knowledge of t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  i n  advance and d i d  n o t  g e t  involved  w i t h  resupply  
(pg. 2 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  go i n t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a  du r ing  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  2 ) .  He had never  been i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
a r e a  and w a s  n o t  f a m i l i a r  with it (pg.  3 ) .  H e  did n o t  know 
any o f  the t ac t i ca l  i n fo rma t ion  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  
merely hea rd  t a l k  from v a r i o u s  i n d i v i d u a l s  (pg.  3 ) . He was 
n o t  involved  w i t h  sending  the m a i l  o u t  t o  t h e  u n i t  (pg .18) .  
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~ l t h o u g hn e  f r e q u e n t l y  was around t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  which were 
going o u t  t o  t n e  u n i t ,  he  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any photo- 
g r apne r  w i t h  a  MACV p a t c h  on h i s  j ung l e  h a t  (pgs .  18 ,  1 9 ) .  

b .  I n fo rma t ion  concern ing  pe r sonne l  i n  t h e  u n i t .  

(1) GRZESIK. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h r e e  peop l e  from t h e  
u n i t ,  i n c l u d i n g  GRZESIK., t o l d  him t h a t  a number of peop l e  
had Deen murdered (pg.  3 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  men were i n  
h y s t e r i c s  when t hey  t o l d  h i m  (pg. 3 ) .  H e  t hough t  t h a t  
GRZESIK was i n  t e a r s  because  of  some r e a s o n  i n  h i s  background 
(pg.  3 )  . Tlley t o l d  nim t h a t  a number of  peop l e  were rounded 
up and p u t  i n  a d i - t c h  (pgs .  3 ,  4 )  . H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  number 
o f  6 0  peop l e  was mentioned f r e q u e n t l y  and h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  
was t o l d  t h e  group was rounded up i n  20 t o  30 minu tes  and 
macninegunned t o  d e a t h  (pg. 4 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  peop l e  
t h a t  w e r e  i n  n y s t e r i c s  were a m i n o r i t y  and t h a t  most of  t h e  
peop le  r e l a t i n g  t h e  s t o r i e s  were g l e e f u l  a b o u t  it (pg.  4 ) .  

( 2 )  TORRES. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  when TORRES l e f t  t h e  
count ry  ne  had a  go ld  neck l ace  around h i s  neck and when 
ques t i oned  abou t  it h e  s a i d  i t  was " f o r  k i l l i n g  d i n k s  i n  
P i n k v i l l e "  (pg.  4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  had been t o l d  
t h a t  TORRES had k i l l e d  a l a r g e  number o f  peop l e  w i t h  a n  
M-60 (pg. 4 ) .  

( 3 )  SIMONE. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  SIMONE was r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
i n  h i s  mind of the m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  peop le  i n  t h e  company who 
en joyed what nad nappened (pg. 5 ) . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  had 
had t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e y  thought  " w e  j u s t  had a chance t o  
k i l l  a l o t  o f  d i n k s ,  s o  w e  k i l l e d  them" (pg.  5 ) .  

(4) DURSI. 

T a e  w i t n e s s  d e s c r i b e d  D U R S I  as a  "d ink -ha t e r "  
(pg. 6 ) .  H e  c l a s s i f i e d  DURSI w i t h  TORRES and SIMONE, because  
DURSI was f r i e n d l y  w i t h  SIMONE (pg. 6 ) .  
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(5 )  MEADLO. 

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  h e a r d  t h a t  CALLEY 
w a s  p e r s o n a l l y  pushing MEADLO and s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o l d  him t o  
s h o o t  t h e  group of people  (pg. 6 ) .  H e  was t o l d  t h a t  MEADLG 
w a s  c r y i n g  wh i l e  he  was shoo t ing  t h e  people  (pg.  6 )  . The 
nex t  day when MEADLO was wounded h e  made t h e  s t a t e m e n t  t o  
CALLEY t h a t  " t h i s  i s  what God d i d  t o  me f o r  what you made 
m e  do"', and "God i s  going t o  g e t  you" (pg. 6)  . He f e l t  t h a t  
MEADLO d i d  n o t  want t o  do t h e  shoo t ing  b u t  d i d  it because 
CALLEY made him (pg. 6 )  . 

( 6 )  DOINES. 

The w i t n e s s  d e s c r i b e d  DOINES a s  a "d ink-ha te r  

( 7 )  TERRY. 

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  know TERRY 
w e l l ,  b u t  knew t h a t  he  w a s  a Mormon and " s u p e r f i c i a l l y ,  a 
r e l i g i o u s  person"  (pg. 7 ) .  

( 8 )  DOHERTY. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  DOHERTY a s  a "s tocky dude 
w i t h  a crewcut"  b u t  d i d  n o t  g i v e  any f u r t h e r  d e s c r i p t i o n  
(pg. 7)  

( 9 )  CONTI. 

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  CONTI had a r e p u t a t i o n  
f o r  c o l d  bloodedness  i n  t h e  company (pg.  1 0 ) .  He s t a t e d  

-

t h a t  CONTI was t h e  guy t o  watch when i t  came t o  ':messing 
d inks  up."  He d e s c r i b e d  CONTI as "the wors t  o f  t h e  s e l f -
s t y l e d  supermen" (pg. 10)  . 

( 1 0 )  LACROSS. 

The w i t n e s s  d e s c r i b e d  LACROSS as a good p l a t o o n  
l e a d e r  and a "good ground pounder." H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he never  
h e a r d  any th ing  b u t  good words about  him (pg. 8 ) .  
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(11) MEDINA. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  MEDINA w a s  t h e  b e s t  
company commander t h a t  t h e  company had wh i l e  over  t h e r e .  H e  
s t a t e d  t n a t  MEDINA was l i k e d  by most of t h e  d ink -ha t e r s ,  
b u t  was d i s l i k e d  by a  sma l l  group r e p r e s e n t e d  by GRZESIK 
(pg. 8 ) .  H e  d e s c r i b e d  MEDINA a s  be ing  r u t h l e s s  and "co ld  
l i f e r  type"  (pg.. 8 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  MEDINA was c a l l e d  mad 
dog by most i n  admira t ion  and s a i d  t h a t  i n  f a c t  " t h i s  son o f  
a b i t c h  was a mad dog" (pg. 8 ) .  

( 2 )  CALLEY. 

The w i t n e s s  d e s c r i b e d  CALLEY a s  a "punk". H e  
s a i d  t h a t  he  was a n  "app le  p o l i s h i n g ,  r u t h l e s s - t y p e  guy" 
(pg* 8)  

(13 )  BROOKS. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  h e a r d  no th ing  b u t  
p r a i s e  f o r  L ieu t enan t  BROOKS who w a s  loved by h i s  men (pg .8 ) .  
H e  s t a t e d  t n a t  he w a s  a good o f f i c e r  who could  be  admired 
r i g h t  away (pg.  8) . 

( 1 4 )  STORMS. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  STORMS, t h e  e x e c u t i v e  
o f f i c e r ,  w a s  a "dummy" (pg.  11). He s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  
t h ink  STORMS knew what h e  was doing t h e  e n t i r e  t ime he was 
t h e r e .  He d i d  n o t  t h i n k  STORIviS knew what was happening i n  
My Lai  and s a i d  t h a t  STORMS w a s  r a r e l y  i n  t h e  o r d e r l y  room 
(pg- 11) 

(15)  . PHU.-
The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he spoke t o  P H U  t h e  

day ~ e f o r eh e  l e f t  and P H U  t o l d  him t h a t  he  began t o  c r y  when 
n e  saw t h e  people  murdered i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 2 6 ) .  MEDINA 
grabbed nim and s a i d ,  "You VC, you VC,  why you c ry?"  (pg .26) .  

(16)  The a t t i t u d e  of t h e  men i n  t h e  company. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  predominant number 
of people  i n  C Company d i d  n o t  r ega rd  t h e  Vietnamese a s  people .  
Tney c a l l e d  them "d inks"  and f e l t  t h a t  they were no t  burn ing  
p e o p l e ' s  homes, they  were burn ing  "damn hove ls"  o r  hootches  
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where t n e  d i n k s  s t ayed  (pg. 5 ) .  H e  d e s c r i b e d  it as a r a c i s t  
a t t i t u d e  and s a i d  t h a t  My La i  s t a n d s  a s  a m a n i f e s t a t i o n  of 
t h i s  a t t i t u d e  (pg. 6 ) .  

c .  Nature  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  hea rd  o f  many i n c i d e n t s  
of t h i s  t ype  o c c u r r i n g  and s t a t e d  t h a t  they  happened "every 
goddamn day i n  one form o r  ano the r "  (pg. 9 ) .  The My Lai  
o p e r a t i o n  l e f t  t h e  f i g u r e  of  250  dead people  i n  h i s  mind, 
b u t  he  could  n o t  r e c a l l  where he  had g o t t e n  t h i s  f i g u r e  (pg .9) .  
H e  s t a t e d  t n a t  t h e  q e r a t i o n  was sanc t ioned  by h igh  ranking  
o f f i c i a l s  because it was a planned and approved o p e r a t i o n  
(pg. 9 ) .  

d.  Rapes. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  r a p e  w a s  an  everyday t h i n g  
over  t h e r e  b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c s  (pg. 1 0 )  . H e  
r e c a l l e d  t h a t  a man i n  B Company w a s  cou r t -mar t i a l ed  f o r  r a p e  
and remembered a few l i n e u p s  which occur red  i n  Duc Pho 
i n  which Vietnamese women would t r y  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  men 
(pg* 2 4 )  

e. I n q u i r i e s  concerninq t h e  a s s a u l t .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was n o t  
i n v e s t i g a t e d  a t  t h e  t i m e .  H e  d i d  r e c a l l  it be ing  
i n v e s t i g a t e d  be£o r e  he  l e f t  over  a y e a r  l a t e r  (pg . 1 0 )  . He 
s t a t e d  t h a t  a L i f e  magazine cor respondent  spoke w i t h  him and 
ano the r  man, KINCH,b e f o r e  the ep i sode  was magnif ied 
(pg. 1 0 ) .  He d i d  n o t  hea r  o f  any p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  (pg .14) .  

H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  had heard  t h a t  MEDINA had t o l d  h i s  people  t o  
keep t h e  i n c i d e n t  q u i e t  (pg. 11). He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  
s e r g e a n t  d i d  n o t  say  anyth ing  l i k e  t h i s  t o  him and probably would 
n o t  have done so (pg. 1 ) .  The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  
d i s c u s s  t h e  i n c i d e n t  w i t h  any o f f i c e r s ,  p r i m a r i l y  because he  
heard  t h i s  t ype  d i n fo rma t ion  everyday (pgs .  1 2 ,  1 3 ) .  He 
knew o f  no p o l i c y  r e q u i r i n g  him t o  r e p o r t  t h e  m a t t e r  through 
channe ls  (pg. 1 4 ) .  Aside from an i n j u n c t i o n  i s s u e d  by t h e  
commanding g e n e r a l  of t h e  ~ r n e r i c a l~ i v i s i o ni n  ~ o v e m b e r1969 
a g a i n s t  t h e  p r e s s  speaking w i t h  him, t h e  w i t n e s s  was never  
approached and t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  2 1 )  . 
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f .  Other  in format ion .  

(1) The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  come i n  c o n t a c t  w i th  
pe r sonne l  from B/ 4/3  and k a r d  no th ing  abou t  any i n c i d e n t  
i n  which they  may have been involved  (pg. 1 9 ) .  

( 2 )  Tne w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  knew a l o t  of people  
smoked mar i juana ,  b u t  i t  was r a r e  t h a t  an infantryman smoked 
it whi le  i n  t h e  f i e l d  (pg. 1 9 )  . He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  was 
"scorned" and i f  a "g run t "  g o t  s toned  he would be  g iven  a  
" ~ l a n k e tp a r t y "  (pg.  2 0 ) .  his was because t h e  u s e  of 
mari juana i n  t h e  f i e l d  would be  " t h e i r  d e a t h  o u t ' t h e r e "  
(pg. 2 0 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  people  i n  t h e  r e a r  a r e a  would g e t  
caught  wi th  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  of it (pg. 2 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
t h i n k  t h a t  people  were h a b i t u a l  u s e r s ,  b u t  were merely-
exper iment ing (pg. 20) . 
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E X H I B I T S  

E X H I B I T  
-- NUMBER DESCRIPTION N O T E S  PAGES 

;used to orient 
6739 11 the witness. 3 

-

I -
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1745 hours ,  29 January 
1970.) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  The fo l lowing  
persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL WILSON and COL ARMSTRONG. 

A he h e a r i n g  c a l l s  M r .  Joseph W. KONWINSKI. 

(MR KONWINSKI was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows:  ) 

M r .  KONWINSKI, w e r e  you g iven  an in format ion  
s h e e t  (Exh ib i t  M-57) , t o  read?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  one page wh i l e  I w a s  i n  t h e  o t h e r  con-
f e r e n c e  room. 

Q You recal l  t h a t  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  s h e e t  s a i d  t h a t  
General  PEERS had been d i r e c t e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  on two s p e c i f i c  
matters, p rev ious  i n q u i r i e s  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and t h e i r  re-
views which may have taken  p l a c e  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t ,  
and second any suppres s ion  o f  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  may have oc-
cu r r ed?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. These a r e  t h e  pr imary t h i n g s  t h a t  General  PEERS i s  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  Colonel  ARMSTRONG and myself a r e  members o f  
General  PEERS' board.  W e  have h i s  a u t h o r i t y  t o  ask  you ques-
t i o n s  and w e  don'  t have any a u t h o r i t y  whatsoever  t o  make f i n d -
i n g s  and recommendations, t h i s  i s  s t r i c t l y  w i t h i n  h i s  p re -
r o g a t i v e ,  and w e  s i t  h e r e  as h i s  i n s t r u m e n t s .  

W i l l  you p l e a s e  s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, occupa t ion  
and r e s idence?  

A. Joseph Wilber KONWINSKI, unemployed, 1608 Bradley 
Avenue, Rockv i l l e ,  Maryland. 

Q - What w a s  your  assignment on 16 March 1968? -
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A. I was t h e  u n i t  personnel s p e c i a l i s t .  

Q- For ~ / 1 / 2 0 ?  

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q- And where were you loca ted?  

A. A t  t h e  11 th  Brigade base camp, LZ Bronco, Duc Pho. 

Q Did you have any knowledge of t h i s  opera t ion?  That  
t h i s  opera t ion  was going t o  be conducted on t h e  16th of  March? 

A. N o ,  sir. I d id  not .  

Q. Did you ever  g e t  involved with resupply? 

No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q O r  equipment? 

No, I . d i d n l t .  

Q Were your d u t i e s  i n  a consol ida ted  personnel c e n t e r  
o r  d i d  you s i t  wi th  o t h e r  members of C Company a t  Duc Pho? 

A. No, I was i n  t h e  u n i t  o rde r ly  room. There w a s  
j u s t  myself and t h e  f i rs t  se rgean t ,  and t h e  u n i t  supply per-
sonnel ,  b u t  they  were i n  t h e  back. 

Q. Was t h e  execut ive  o f f i c e r  t h e r e ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  he was. 

Q Lieutenant  STORMS? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Did you by any chance happen t o  go i n t o  t h e  objec-
t i v e  area dur ing  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. Negative. 
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. Q I have your previous testimony and I have looked 
it over,.  ,and t h a t  which you s t a t e  is  hearsay. We would l i k e  
t o  know hearsay information,  it i s  important  t o  u s ,  so  t h i s  
i s  t h e  reason we have c a l l e d  you i n  here .  Now, -:rere you fami-
liar with t h i s  a r e a  of opera t ions ,  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a rea?  

A.  No, sir. 

Q. Had you ever  been i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  a t  a l l ?  

A. NO, s ir .  

Q Now l e t  me desc r ibe  t o  you, and t h e  reason I do 
t h i s  i s  s o  t h a t  you won't have t o  r e p e a t  f o r  u s ,  th ings  t h a t  

- w e  know. And we could be wrong and i f  so ,  you c o r r e c t  it. 
Let  me desc r ibe  t o  you what we know happened on 1 6  March. 
And t h i s  is  p r imar i ly  the  a c t i o n s  of C/1/20, which we a r e  

. i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  

A. v e r y  .well ,  sir. 

Q Can you see t h i s  a l l  r i g h t ?  I am u t i l i z i n g  t h e  
map, 1:25,000 (Exhibi t  MAP-4). 

(Colonel WILSON o r i e n t e d  t h e  wi tness  on the  
opera t ion  a s  it w a s  kiioiin up u n t i l  t h a t  t i m e . )  

Explain t o  us what you heard about what happened 
i n  My Lai  (4)? 

A. W e l l ,  I d i d n ' t  g e t  any of t h e  t a c t i c a l  n i c e t i e s  
t h a t  you j u s t  gave me. I j u s t  go t ,  you know, some l i t t l e  
s p e c i f i c s  about what i n d i v i d u a l s  had done while  o u t  t h e r e ,  
and what had taken p lace  o v e r a l l .  

Q Right.  

A.  .When the  infantrymen t a l k e d  t o  me they d i d n ' t  t e l l  
m e ,  "Well w e  were on this o r  t h a t  we d i d  t h a t . "  They j u s t  

t o l d  me t h a t  they had murdered a goddamn l o t  of people ou t  
the re .  They had a couple of guys, s p e c i f i c a l l y  GRZESIK comes 
t o  mind. S p e c i a l i s t  GRZESIK and a couple of o t h e r  guys with 
GRZESIK more o r  l e s s  with whom I ' m  f a m i l i a r ,  t hese  guys were 
i n  h y s t e r i c s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  GRZESIK was i n  h y s t e r i c s .  The t h r e e  
of them were r e l a t i n g  t o  me. It wasn ' t  any l a t e r  than 36 
hours a f t e r  it happened. Some reason i n  h i s  background, I 
d o n ' t  know why, b u t  GRZESIK and two o t h e r s  were i n  t e a r s ,  
r e l a t i n g  t o  me what they had seen. They had seen a l o t  of 
people g e t  murdered. You know, t h a t  a l o t  of people were 

(KONWINSKI) 3 APP T-271. 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

rounded up and p u t  i n  a d i t c h  s p r i n g s  t o  mind, t h i s  w a s  t h e  
f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  t h e  conve r sa t ion .  A l a r g e  number o f  people ,  
t h e  number v a r i e d  from 60 t o  j u s t  a h e l l  a l o t  o f  people ,  
b u t  60 w a s  mentioned f r e q u e n t l y .  A mass o f  Vietnamese people  
were grouped,  which took 2 0  t o  30 minutes t o  group t h e s e  
people  by t h e  d i t c h ,  and t h e y  w e r e  subsequent ly  machinegunned 
t o  d e a t h  w i t h  t h e  M-60's. 

I c o u l d n ' t  g e t  a p i c t u r e  o f  what had taken  p l a c e ,  
I c o u l d n ' t  g e t  a mental  p i c t u r e  of  where i n  a combat opera-
t i o n  they  would j u s t  round t h e s e  people  up. I j u s t  g o t  
t h e  impress ion  t h a t  a l o t  o f  people  w e r e  rounded up s o b e r l y .  
I know t h a t  C h a r l i e  Company had a l o t  of  t r o u b l e  p r e v i o u s l y  
i n  t h e r e .  They had run  i n t o  a m i n e f i e l d  and g o t  a l o t  o f  
guys fucked up, b u t  I know t h i s  and t h e s e  g u y s ' s  s t o r i e s  
t h a t  I g o t  p u t  i n  my mind t h a t  t h e y  had rounded t h e s e  people  
up, women and c h i l d r e n ,  a l a r g e  number o f  them. This  w a s  
GRZESIK and o t h e r  people  l i k e  GRZESIK. I d o n ' t  know how t o  
s a y  it ,  they  were my f r i e n d s ,  GRZESIK and h i s  t ype .  The ones  
t h a t  were i n  h y s t e r i c s  were a minor i t y ,  t h e  ones t h a t  were 
a f f e c t e d  adve r se ly ,  t h a t  were c r y i n g  and were u p s e t  about  
t h e  VC. The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  guys t h a t  t o l d  m e  t h e  s t o r y  
were p r e t t y  g l e e f u l  about  it. They s a i d ,  "Wow, you ought  
t o  have been t h e r e ,  I k i l l e d  20 o r  30, man. " 

There w a s  t h i s  one guy TORRES t h a t  l e f t ,  a s  a m a t -
ter o f  f a c t  when h e  l e f t  t h e  coun t ry  he  had a g o l d  neck lace  
around h i s  neck,  and I asked bin, "Yhat1s  t h e  neck lace  f o r ,  
man?" and he  s a i d ,  "Well i t ' s  f o r  k i l l i n g  ' d i n k s  ' i n  P i n k v i l l e . "  
I d i d  h e a r ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  who s a i d  i t ,  t h a t  TORRES had 
k i l l e d  a l a r g e  number o f  people  t h a t  day w i t h  an M-60. So 
you s e e  a l l  I have i s  j u s t  hea r say .  

Q *  T h a t ' s  a l l  r i g h t  j u s t  go ahead,  now. Now you 've  
mentioned two people .  You've mentioned GRZESIK and you s a y  
h e  w a s  back a t  Duc Pho, i s  t h a t  when you s a w  him? 

A. Y e s .  

Q And t h i s  w a s  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e rwards .  I ' d  say  a day,  b u t  it 
w a s  s o  l ong  ago it might have been,  I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e ,  
it cou ld  have been longe r .  

Q- Y e s ,  it h a s  been 2 y e a r s .  And you t a l k e d  t o  GRZESIK 
back t h e r e  w i t h i n  a s h o r t  p e r i o d  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  and he 
was emot iona l ly  u p s e t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Now who else d i d  you t a l k  t o  t h a t  w a s  emot iona l ly
u p s e t ?  

A. Tha t  I t a l k e d  t o  t h a t  w a s  emot iona l ly  upse t ?  

Right .  

A .  S i r ,  GRZESIK is  t h e  on ly  one t h a t  has  s t u c k  i n  my 
mind a l l  t h i s  t i m e  a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  s t a n d a r d  r e a c t i o n  
f o r  what had taken p l a c e .  And ano the r  man SIMONE is  represen-
ta t ive ,  i n  my mind, o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  people  i n  the com-
pany t h a t  w e r e  i n  My L a i  on t h e  day,  t h a t  dug what had hap- 
pened. They had j u s t  k i l l e d  " d i n k s , "  you know, "We j u s t  had a 
chance t o  k i l l  a l o t  of  ' d i n k s , '  s o  w e  k i l l e d  them," 

Q. I n  o t h e r  words he  w a s  i n  t h e  TORRES' c a t ego ry?  

A. Y e s ,  t h i s  i s  what I wanted t o  s ay .  

Q. That  was TORRES, SIMONE, now who e l s e  would you 
p l a c e  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  ca t ego ry  o f  t h e  people ,  t h a t  you 
had t a l k e d  t o  o r  heard  about  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ?  
Would you s a y  t h i s  was predominant number of  people  i n  C Com-
pany ? 

A .  T h i s  w a s  a  predominant number of  people  i n  t h e  1/20. 
This was t h e  predominant number of  people  t h a t  I m e t  
i n  my 2 y e a r s  i n  Vietnam. The people  t h a t  w e r e  i n  My L a i  
w e r e n ' t  people ;  t hey  w e r e n ' t  women and c h i l d r e n ;  t hey  w e r e n ' t  
human c h i l d r e n ,  women and men ; t hey  w e r e  "dinks .  " I t  wasn 't 
homes they  were burn ing ;  it w a s  them damn hove l s .  They were 
hootches  where t h e  "d inks"  s t ayed .  
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I t  j u s t  seemed t o  be t h e  over r id ing  a t t i t u d e  over 
the re .  I saw a r a c i s t  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  these  weren ' t  people,  and 
My Lai  s t ands  a s  a man i fes ta t ion  of t h i s  . a t t i t u d e .  This  is 
t h e  way a l a r g e  major i ty  of t h e  people I came i n t o  c o n t a c t  
with i n  Vietnam f e e l  toward t h e  Vietnamese. They a r e  "d inks ,"  
animals,  worthy of nothing more than  maybe a casual  contempt 
and t a r g e t s  a t  t imes f o r  such a s  t h i s .  

Q. What about DURSI? 

A. DURSI? He was a f r i e n d .  H e  was a "dink" h a t e r ,  a l s o  
a "dink" h a t e r ,  b u t  he was a f r i e n d .  But he was i n  t h e  TORRES, 
SIMONE category I th ink ,  because SIMONE and D U R S I  w e r e  buddies.  

Q e  
What about MEADLO, what d i d  you h e a r  about MEADLO? 

A. I heard an i n t e r e s t i n g  s t o r y  about MEADLO. I heard 
t h a t  MEADLO w a s  h e s i t a n t .  I th ink  MEADLO r e a l i z e d  what was 
going on and f o r  some reason was h e s i t a n t  about it. I g o t  it 
from guys t h a t  moved on i n  f r o n t  of him. But I c a n ' t  remember 
who I go t  it from. I g o t  it from guys t h a t  CALLEY was per-
s o n a l l y  pushing MEADLO, s p e c i f i c a l l y  go t  down on MEADLO 
and s a i d ,  "God damn it do i t . "  He ordered him t o  shoot  a group 
of  people,  I th ink  it was. And MEADLO was c ry ing  and t h a t  
seemed t o  bea r  o u t  t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  they r e l a t e d  t o  me, t h a t  
MEADLO was i n  t e a r s ,  and t h e  next  day when he g o t  h i t  he 
t o l d  CALLEY t h a t  t h i s  i s  what God had done t o  him f o r  what 
CALLEY made him do. Which l e a d s  me t o  be l i eve  t h a t  CALLEY 
d id  i n  f a c t  say ,  "Here, shoot  t h e s e  people ,"  and MEADLQ was 
cry ing  and d i d  it anyway, because he was ordered t o  do s o .  
But t h e  nex t  day he was h i t ,  I th ink  he l o s t  h i s  f o o t ,  and 
t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  came back was t h a t  when CALLEY reached h i m ,  
MEADLO, said--he had no t  gone i n t o  shock I guess--he was 
s t i l l  i n  c o n t r o l  and s a i d ,  "This i s  what GOD d id  t o  m e  f o r  
what you made me do, and GOD is  going t o  g e t  you!" This  
i s  t h e  way t h e  s t o r y  came back t o  me. The way it d i d ,  it 
s o r t  of framed it i n  my mind t h a t  MEADLO d idn l  t want t o  
do it, b u t  d i d  it because CALLEY pushed him t o  do it. 

Q W a s  GRZESIK and MEADLO i n  t h e  same squad? 

A. I couldn'  t say ,  sir. 

Q. Wasn't GRZESIK from Maine? 
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A. Yes, sir. He was from e i t h e r  Maine o r  Wisconsin 
one, a northwestern state--midwest s t a t e ,  Wisconsin or  .'... 
Q. I be l i eve  GRZESIK r e l a t e d  t h e  s t o r y  about MEADLO 
being i n  almost a s t a t e  of shock when he saw him. Now what 
d id  you h e a r  about Lieutenant  CALLEY, anything o t h e r  than 
what you s a i d ?  I be l i eve  you s a i d  t h a t  he t o l d  MEADLO t o  f i r e  
i n t o  t h i s  group? 

A. Yeah. 

Q a Was t h e r e  anything e l s e ?  Did he g ive  any o t h e r  
o r d e r s  l i k e  t h a t  t h a t  day, t h a t  you know of o r  heard o f ?  

A. My r e c a l l  is poor. No, it only came t o  bear  i n  my 
mind because MEADLO on t h i s  day l o s t  h i s  f o o t .  T h a t ' s  t h e  
only-person I remember, was MEADLO, because the  next  day he 

. w a s  h i t  and then  what he had s a i d  t o  CALLEY, and t h i s  being 
a dramat ic  moment,' and g e t t i n g  back a s  t h i s  s t o r y .  

Q .  What about t h i s  boy TERRY, d i d  you know TERRY? 

A. Not r e a l l y ,  only t h a t  he was a Mormon, and super-
f i c i a l l y  a r e l i g i o u s  person. 

Q- Yes. Did you t a l k  t o  him a t  ii13 

A .  I hones t ly  c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. 

Q . How about DOHERTY, d id  you ever  see  DOHERTY? 

A. DOHERTY ? 

Q - Do you remember him? 

A. Yes, he was a stocky dude with a  crew c u t  as  I 
remember . 
Q . You remember DOINES? 

A. DOINES, yes ,  he was a "dink" h a t e r ,  quote.  

Q - Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  
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A. Y e s .  When I say  "dink" h a t e r  I hope you know what 
I ' m  t a l k i n g  about.  

Q -. Y e s .  What about  Capta in  MEDINA? 

A. . W e l l ,  i t  can 't be denied he  was t h e  b e s t  CO t h a t  
C h a r l i e  Company e v e r  had over  t h e r e .  There w a s  no median 
w i t h  MEDINA. The m a j o r i t y  of t h e  company t h a t  I came i n  con-
t ac t  w i t h ,  which w a s  c o n s i d e r a b l e ,  were "dink" h a t e r s .  They 
l i k e d  MEDINA; h e  w a s  g r e a t ;  he  was tremendous. Then t h e r e  
w a s  a s m a l l  f r a c t i o n a l  body, r e p r e s e n t e d  a t  b e s t  by GRZESIM, 
t h a t  d i d n ' t  l i k e  MEDINA. H e  w a s  r u t h l e s s ;  d i d n ' t  l i k e  h i s  
ways more o r  less; he  w a s  r u t h l e s s  and j u s t  a c o l d  L i f e r  
t y p e  

"Maddog," r i g h t ?  

A. L ike  t h e  m a j o r i t y  s a i d ,  "Maddog" i n  admi ra t ion ,  
b u t  t h e s e  guys s a i d  "Maddog", because i n  f a c t ,  t h i s  son  o f  a 
b i t c h  w a s  a mad dog. 

What about  t h e  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  company? 

A. L e t ' s  see, LACROSS. I never  hea rd  any th ing  b u t  
good words f o r  LACROSS. H e  w a s  a good p l a toon  l e a d e r  I guess ,  
a good ground-pounder. CALLEY was a punk. That  may be over-
g e n e r a l i z i n g .  H e  w a s  an app le -po l i sh ing ,  r u t h l e s s  t ype  guy. 
And w e l l ,  I c a n ' t  even recall  who t h e  o t h e r  one w a s .  

a .  I b e l i e v e  BROOKS, w a s  i t  BROOKS? 

A. BROOKS w a s  o u t  t h e r e ,  yeah.  H e  w a s  a p l a t o o n  
l e a d e r .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  which one he  w a s ,  b u t  a l l  I heard  w a s  
p r a i s e  f o r  him. They loved  him, L ieu tenan t  EROOKS. 

COL ARMSTRONG: Did they.  l ove  him because h e  w a s  a "Maddog", 
o r  because h e  w a s  a good guy, a good o f f i c e r ?  

A. H e  w a s  j u s t  one o f  t hose  good o f f i c e r s  t h a t  you 
could  admire s t r a i g h t  away, 
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COL WILSON: What about o p e r a t i o n s  b e f o r e  t h i s  one? Did you 
h e a r  of  any th ing  o c c u r r i n g  l i k e  t h i s  b e f o r e  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  
W e l l ,  I ' m  n o t  s a y i n g  t h a t  it was o f  t h i s  magnitude b u t  o f  
t h i s  t ype  o f  t h i n g  t h a t  occur red?  

A .  N o .  Every goddamn day i n  one form o r  ano the r ,  
i t  seems e v e r y  day. 

Q I mean t h a t  emot iona l ly  u p s e t  guys l i k e  t h i s ,  
guys l i k e  GRZESIK?  

A.  No, n o t  i n c i d e n t s  such a s  t h i s ,  which a c t u a l l y  
made men h y s t e r i c a l  a lmos t ,  n o t  t o  t h i s  d e g r e e ,  no. 

Q- How about  a f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  d i d  you h e a r  about  
any th ing  t h i s  bad o c c u r r i n g  i n  Task Force Barker ,  1/20, o r  1 1 t h  
Brigade? 

A. Not on such a grand s c a l e ,  no,  n o t  hundreds o f  
people .  

Q e  And do  you r e c a l l  t h e  number of  bod ie s  t h a t  were 
d e s c r i b e d  as be ing  involved  i n  t h i s ?  

A. About 250 i s  i n  my mind. I know i t  h a s  t o  do  w i t h  
My L a i ,  it h a s  t o  do  wi th  t h e  body coun t ,  but it shouldn '  t 
even be on t h e  t r a n s c r i p t ,  because I can 't recall  where it 
came from. I know somebody, a r a d i o ,  o r  something. I know I 
hea rd  i t ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  p l a c e  i t  and i t ' s  probably w o r t h l e s s .  

Q Now t h i s  was s a n c t i o n e d  by h igh  r ank ing  o f f i c i a l s ,  
t h e  P i n k v i l l e  miss ion?  

A. W e l l ,  y e s -

Q * How do  you know? 

A. I s a y  i t  was s a n c t i o n e d  by high ranking  o f f i c i a l s ,  
because it w a s  an  o p e r a t i o n .  I t  was a recognized  o p e r a t i o n ,  
it w a s  a p lanned  o p e r a t i o n ,  i t  was an approved opera t ion- -

Q *  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  There 's no q u e s t i o n  about t h a t .  
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A .  I t  w a s  a m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q W e l l ,  it would have t o  have been. What about  CONTI? 

A .  CONTI had q u i t e  a r e p u t a t i o n  around t h e  company. 
I mean, f o r  a l l  t h e  c o l d  bloodness  i n  t h e  company, C O N T I ' s  
name came t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  more o f t e n  than  n o t .  He w a s  r e a l l y  
t h e  guy t o  watch when it  came t o  messing "d inks"  up,  o r  q u o t e ,  
fuck ing  d inks . "  I hea rd  s t o r i e s  about  him, e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  
g i r l s .  CONTI w a s  supposed t o  be t h e  w o r s t  o f  t h e  s e l f - s t y l e d  
supermen. I d i d n ' t  even l i k e  b e i n g  i n  t h e  same room wi th  him. 

Q. Did you h e a r  t h a t  du r ing  t h i s  t i m e ,  was t h e r e  e v e r  
anyth ing  s a i d  about  a  group of  people  i n  C Company t h a t  more 
o r  l e s s  p r a c t i c e d  r ape  A s  a group? They went i n t o  t h e s e  a r e a s .  
CONTI would have been among t h e s e .  They s o r t  of worked t o g e t h e r ?  
I d o n ' t  know whether  t h e y  were a l l  i n  t h e  same u n i t  o r  n o t .  
Did you e v e r  h e a r  about  t h i s ?  

A.  No, sir.  Honest ly  r ape  i s  such an everyday t h i n g .  
I t  g o t  t o  be  such an everyday t h i n g  o v e r  t h e r e  t h a t ,  you know, 
I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  recall  any s p e c i f i c s .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  o f  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  b e i n g  i n v e s t i -
g a t e d  w h i l e  you were i n  Vietnam? 

A .  O f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  b e i n g  i n v e s t i a g t e d  wh i l e  I was i n  
Nam, yeah? I t  w z s  be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d  whi le  I w a s  t h e r e ,  n o t  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  b u t  l i k e  a o v e r  a y e a r  l a t e r  when I was g e t t i n g  
ready t o  l eave .  Th i s  i s  when it  j u s t  came t o  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  
and made t h e  h e a d l i n e s ,  and I knew it was be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d  
wh i l e  I w a s  s t i l l  i n  count ry .  A s  a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t  a L i f e-
cor respondent  k i n d  of snuck i n  and t a l k e d  t o  m e  and K I N C H ,  
b e f o r e  it r e a l l y  blew up and g o t  i n t o  t h e  w o r l d ' s  eye .  

You're t a l k i n g  about  1969, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

Y e s ,  s i r ,  it was mid-November. 

Q Right .  I mean, w e l l  I should  c o n j e c t u r e  your
d e p a r t u r e  from Vietnam- U p  until March of 1 9 6 9 ,  l e t ' s  say  
about  26 March 1969, d i d  you h e a r  of  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  p r i o r  
t o  t h a t  t i m e  conducted i n  Vietnam? 
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A. No, sir. And I s t a n d  shamed, because I could have 
probably have i n i t i a t e d  one on my own, b u t  I know of none. 

Q- Well, t h e r e  was. 

A.  Not t h a t  I knew o f .  

Q T h a t ' s  what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  ou t .  There a r e  ce r -
t a i n  t h i n g s  t h a t  happened and we never have--we have found a 
s o r t  of  a s u p e r f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  b u t  i t  was a ques t ion  a s  
t o  whether C Company was ever  informed never t o  say anything 
about t h i s  opera t ion  by Captain MEDINA. Do you remember hear-
i n g  anything about  t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  again t h i s  i s  hearsay ,  I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e  
t h e r e  w a s .  There has  been purported t o  have been a b r i e f i n g  
a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion  wherein MEDINA i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  people l i k e ,  
"Keep it coo l ;  keep it q u i e t , "  what had taken p lace .  

COL ARMSTRONG:' Did your f i r s t  s e rgean t  ever  t e l l  you t h a t  h e  
d i d n ' t  want t o  h e a r  another  t h i n g  about t h i s ?  

A. M y  f i r s t  s e rgean t  would n o t  have done t h i s .  No, 
sir. 

H e  wouidn ' t  have done t h a t ?  

NO, sir. H e  d i d n ' t .  

Did he  know about t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. -Probably i n  g r e a t e r  d e t a i l ,  because he w a s  on t h e  
resupply and p l u s  he might have had r a d i o  c o n t a c t ,  I d o n ' t  
know. 

Q a  What about t h e  execut ive  o f f i c e r ,  d i d  he know 
about  t h i s ?  

A. The execut ive  o f f i c e r  w a s  a dummy. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
he  r e a l l y  knew what he  was doing h i s  e n t i r e  time over  t h e r e .  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he r e a l l y  knew what was happening i n  M y  Lai. 
A s  a mat ter  of f a c t  he was r a r e l y  i n  t h e  o r d e r l y  room. 
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Q Were you t h e  only conf ident?  Was t h i s  k e p t  wi th in  
C Company o r  d i d  t h e  o t h e r  personnel se rgean t s  of t h e  o t h e r  
companies know about t h i s  too? 

A. This  s t ayed  i n  C Company. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it go t  o u t .  

Q - You d i d n ' t  d i s c u s s  t h i s  wi th  any o t h e r  personnel  
t h a t  you knew, t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  I w i l l  have t o  say ,  yes ,  s ir .  I have 
discussed it, b u t  it d i d n ' t  come through. 

Q How about the '  personnel  o f f i c e r ?  

A. No, sir. I d i d n ' t  d i scuss  it wi th  any o f f i c e r s .  

Q. Wasnt.t t h e r e  any o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  u n i t  t h a t  you could 
d i scuss  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s  with? 

A. The XO of  t h e  company? 

Q No, t h e  personnel  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  b r igade ,  your 
personnel o f f i c e r ?  

A. There was no such th ing .  

Q Didn ' t  you have an o f f i c e r  o r  warrant  o f f i c e r  t o  
s e e  about your personnel  a c t i v i t i e s  back t h e r e ?  

A. No. 

Q - Who was t h e  a d j u t a n t  of t h e  br igade? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q. You d o n ' t  know who t h e  a d j u t a n t  of  t h e  br igade  was? 

A. No. 

e r e  You d i d n ' t  have an S1 i n  t h e  br igade? 

A. We had an S1 i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  
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Q Was he t h e  k ind  of a guy you could go t o  about 
t h i n g s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  Lieutenant  LIPSEC I t h i n k  it was. 

Q And you d i d n ' t  t a l k  wi th  him about t h i s ?  

A .  No, you j u s t  h e a r  t h i s  s h i t  day a f t e r  day, and i t  
j u s t  d o e s n ' t  make f o r  good conversa t ion .  I j u s t  d i d n ' t  d i s -
cuss  it wi th  anyone. 

Q But you knew t h a t  t h i s  was wrong obvious ly ,  because 
of your r e a c t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. T h a t ' s  why I s t a n d  shamed be fo re  any-
body.who c a r e s  t o  look.  

Q e  But you knew t h i s  was wrong and my p o i n t  be ing ,  
t h e r e  w a s n ' t  some o f f i c e r  t h a t  you f e l t  t h a t  you could  t u r n  
t o  and say  t h i s  i s ,  was, wrong? 

A. H e l l ,  no,  t h e  Army d i d  it. The Army d i d  it. What 
a r e  you going t o  do? This  should be o f f  t h e  r eco rd ,  b u t  what 
was t h e r e  t o  do? The o f f i c e r s  planned t h e  damn t h i n g .  They 
c a r r i e d  i t  o u t .  

Q* You mean a l l  o f f i c e r s  grouped toge the r?  

A. NO, sir. I ' m  s ay ing  t h a t  o f f i c e r s  planned it, and 
what do 'you  do, t u r n  t o  an o f f i c e r  and t e l l  him what o t h e r  
o f f i c e r s  d i d ?  

Q- W e l l ,  you d i d n ' t  do anyth ing  about  t h i s ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q Did you h e a r  anything about an o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a -
t i o n  of  t h i s ?  

A .  No. 

Q That  t h e  co lone l  knew about  i t ?  
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A. No, sir.  Only j u s t  be fo re  I l e f t  country,  and it 
made t h e  head l ines ,  d i d  I f i n d  o u t  t h a t  a per functory  i n v e s t i -  
ga t ion  was conducted s h o r t l y  a f te rwards .  

COL ARMSTRONG: I ' d  l i k e  t o  a s s u r e  you t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  t h e  way 
t h e  Army does t h e s e  th ings .  

A.  T h a t ' s  hard  t o  b e l i e v e ,  s ir .  I t ' s  r e a l l y  t e a r i n g  
me up. 

Q. I ' m  s t a t i n g  t h i s  i n  t h e  f ace  of what you have seen 
and what you have experienced,  b u t  I too  have experience and 
combat experience i n  Vietnam, and I t e l l  you t h i s  was unique. 

A. This  was what? 

Q. This  was unique. 

A. God, I hope so.  

Q. Maybe no t  i n  your br igade ,  b u t  it was as f a r  as 
o t h e r  u n i t s  a r e  concerned. 

A. Unique i n  volume? 

Q. Unique i n  p r a c t i c e .  I t  i s  no t  s tandard  p r a c t i c e  
f o r  r i f lemen t o  rape  women over  i n  Vietnam, i n  t h e  boonies,  
i n  t h e  h i l l s ,  o r  any o t h e r  p lace .  There have Seen i s o l a t e d  
ins tances  of it. But when it comes t o  l i g h t  t h e  men a r e  t r i e d .  
Now i t  may have been i n  your unit--  

A. ( In te rpos ing)  That I s '  why I say ,  i t  was a l l  hear- 
say ,  s i r ,  because you h e a r  a l o t  of hearsay about a l o t  o f  
rape.  

Q. You g e t  a l o t  of war s t o r i e s ?  

A. Yeah, about a l o t  of th ings .  

Q .  Well, I want t o  r eassure  you t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  ae-
cepted p r a c t i c e ,  t h i s  i s  not  po l i cy .  And d i d  you know of  any 
p o l i c i e s  t h a t  s a i d  you were supposed t o  r e p o r t  t h i s  t h i n g ,  t o  
any m i l i t a r y  person,  n o t  j u s t  o f f i c e r s ?  
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A. No, sir. 

' Q. That any such a c t i o n  would be thoroughly i n v e s t i -
gated.  This  i s  i n  d i r e c t  communication from commanders t o  
subordinate  commanders, t o  staff, to men, They have conducted 
c l a s s e s  on on t h i s  i n  which t h e r e  was d i scuss ions  of it. We 
have testimony t o  t h i s  e f f e c t .  This  was s tandard  po l i cy  over 
t h e r e  and w e  have document a f t e r  document t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h i s  
from MACV, USARV, d i v i s i o n ,  r i g h t  on down. 

A. Well, I know, b u t  t h e  "grunt"  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  t h e  guy 
t h a t ' s  o u t  t h e r e  t h i n k s  t h a t  t h e s e  a r e  j u s t  "dinks." 

It may n o t  g e t  down t o  one company one t ime,  bu t  
t h i s  was t h e  po l i cy .  But t h e r e  a r e  always p o l i c y  and d i r e c t i v e s .  
Q g  


A. Yes, s i r ,  t h i s  i s  what you have t o  know-- 

( In te rpos ing)  That t h i s  i s  n o t  normally condoned. 

A. I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  condemning t h e  Army o r  anything,  
myself. I t ' s  t h e  Amer ican ,a t t i tude  t h a t  has  t o  do with a l l  
racism i n  America. W e  a r e  over  t h e r e  f i g h t i n g  f o r  them and 
we d o n ' t  r e a l l y  th ink  we a r e  doing it f o r  people.  When w e  
a r e  o u t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  o r  working with them on a l o c a l  
b a s i s ,  and a t  USAKV t h e  p o l i c i e s  a r e  good, b u t  down here  a t  
Duc Pho they  were t h e  d inks"  and we were t h e  Americans. "Man 
and I ' m  going t o  k ick  t h a t  son of  a  b i t c h  i n  t h e  a s s  t o  g e t  
him out  of my way. T h a t ' s  t r u e  whether i t ' s  a "dink" g i r l  
o r  "d ink ,"  s e e  what I ' m  d r i v i n g  a t ?  

Q- I understand d e f i n i t e l y  what you ' re  d r i v i n g  a t .  

A. I ' m  n o t  a r a d i c a l  o r  anything. 

Q. I ' v e  seen  t h i s  a d v e r t i s e d ,  I ' v e  seen t h i s  a t t i t u d e  
on more than  one occas ion ,  b u t  they have been i s o l a t e d .  Every-

-	 t i m e  I ' v e  seen  them o r  heard about them they were squa t t ed  'on 
and squelched, and somebody t r i e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  t r o u b l e  t o  ex- . 

-	 p l a i n  t o  t h e  s o l d i e r  voic ing  such an a t t i t u d e  what t h e  r e a l  
mission w a s .  

A. I never once--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  This .  has  been my experience.  
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A. I n  t h e  1/20 I never  once hea rd  t h e  miss ion  exp la ined  
t o  anybody, neve r  i n  my e n t i r e  t i m e  ove r  t h e r e .  

Q. W e l l ,  I ' m  s o r r y .  

A. I t h i n k  maybe now i n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  l ook ing  back I 
t h i n k  t h e  1/20 must have been a f r e a k  bad u n i t .  

I t  must have been a bad u n i t ,  b u t  neve r  t h e  less 
it w a s  an American i n f a n t r y  b a t t a l i o n  involved  i n  t h e  American 
miss ion i n  Vietnam. 

Q. W e l l ,  w e  a l l  must s h a r e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b l i t i y  and p i c k  
up t h e  c h i p s  f o r  what it d i d .  Th i s  is  c o r r e c t ,  b u t  it d o e s n ' t  
mean t h a t  t h i s  w a s  e v e r  condoned by anyone. T h a t ' s  what I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  convince you o f  now. You t a k e  t h a t  away w i t h  you. 

COL WILSON: When you hea rd  about  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  Capta in  
MEDINA gave t o  t h e  company, n o t  t o  t a l k  about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  
do you recall  who you h e a r d  it from? 

A. NO, sir.  


Q- Do you r e c a l l  what h e  s a i d  o r  supposedly s a i d ?  


A. No, it w a s  j u s t  a b r i e f i n g .  

Q. Did he say  t h a t  there w a s  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  goinq 
on? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, sir. 

Q. Did you h e a r  o f  any o f f i c e r  coming i n t o  Task Force  
Barker  and q u e s t i o n i n g  people  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir.  I never  hea rd  anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Now t h e r e  w e r e  c e r t a i n  i n t e l l i g e n c e  detachments 
down t h e r e  i n  your  area, t h e  3 1 s t  M I  Detachment? 

A. Yeah, t h e r e  w a s  something l i k e  t h a t .  

(KONWINSKI) 16 APP T-271 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q. Did you e v e r  hear  of  any of them going ou t  and ask- 
i n g  ques t ions  about t h i s  opera t ion  o r  what happened a f t e r  t h e  
opera t ion?  

A. N o  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  any k ind  e v e r  came t o  my obser-  
vance u n t i l  a f t e r  it h i t  t h e  headl ines .  

Q. Did you e v e r  hear  of a change i n  mission, o r  types
of miss ions ,  o r  t a c t i c s  a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion?  Search and des- 
t r o y ,  sea rch  and c l e a r ,  burning, d e s t r u c t i o n  of  foods tuf fs?  
Had you heard o r  d i d  you hea r  from any of t h e  men i n  t h e  corn-
pany t h a t  t h e r e  was a change i n  t h e  procedures of Task' Force 
Barker o r  o f  C Company? 

A. No. 

Q. Business a s  usual?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. W a s  t h e r e ,  o r  d i d  Sergeant  HOBSCHEID have a  PRC-25 
r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  h i s  headquarters?  

A. Y e s ,  we d id .  

Q. Did he u s u a l l y  monitor t h e  opera t ions?  

A. H e  monitored them on occas ions ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  th ink  
it was s t andard  procedure.  We had a comrno ch ie f  i n  t h e  corn-
pany, and I t h i n k  he d i d  most of t h e  monitoring. 

Q- And he was back t h e r e ?  

A. Yeah. Well, t h e r e  were two s e p a r a t e  s t r u c t u r e s ,  
t h e  o r d e r l y  room, t h e  admin i s t r a t ive  company b u i l d i n g ,  and 
t h e  supply room i n  t h e  back, a s e p a r a t e  b u i l d i n g  l i k e .  

Q. And t h e r e  was a comrno s e r g e a n t  back t h e r e  i n  t h e  
supply room? 

A. Yes, sir ,  SAMMONS. 
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Q *  S-A-M-M-0-N-S? 
J 
A. Y e s .  

Q *  Where i s  h e ,  do  you know? 

A.  Probably somewhere down i n  t h e  deep sou th  some-
where. 

Q. T h a t ' s  where h e  w a s  from? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Aside from M r .  HAEBERLE t h e r e  was supposedly an-
o t h e r  photographer  t h a t  probably l e f t  from Duc Pho, t h a t  went 
t o  j o i n  B Company d u r i n g  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  on 1 7  March. Do you 
know anyth ing  about  h e l i c o p t e r s  l e a v i n g  Duc Pho? Did you 
e v e r  g e t  i nvo lved  i n  sending  m a i l  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t  o u t ?  

A.  No, s ir .  

Q. To where you went down t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q You d i d n ' t  have t o  handle  t h e  mai l?  

A. Occas iona l ly  I d i d ,  b u t  I wouldn- have remembered 
it. I c o u l d n ' t  p o s s i b l y  have remembered. 

Q. You remember 17 March a s  be ing  a day maybe t h a t  
you w e r e  around t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  pad or--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I wouldn 't remember t h a t ,  sir.  

Q *  Did you go around t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  very  o f t e n ?  

A. Y e s ,  q u i t e  of ten--

Q* ( I n t e r p o s i n g j  -When they  w e r e  going o u t  t o  your
p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a s ?  

A. Y e s . ,  s ir .  
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Q e  Do you e v e r  remember s e e i n g  a photographer  w i th  a 
MACV p a t c h  on h i s  j ung le  h a t ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  remember t h a t ,  sir. 

Q. H e  w a s  The S t a r s  and S t r i p e s  man. I d o n ' t  know 
whether  t h e y  wore any s p e c i f i c  i n s i g n i a  o r  n o t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I e v e r  s a w  any th ing  t h a t  d e l i n e a t e d  
The S t a r s  and S t r i p e s  o r  any th ing .  There was r e g u l a r  t ype  
combat photographers  and c o r r e s p o n d e n t ' s  i n s i g n i a  worn. 

Q e  Did t h e y  wear it on t h e i r  r i g h t  s h o u l d e r  o r  l e f t  
shou lde r?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. How about  B Company, d i d  you h e a r  any th ing  s i m i l a r  
t o  t h i s  o u t  o f  B/4/3 up t h e r e ?  

A .  No, s i r .  They w e r e  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  moun-
t a i n s  from where we w e r e  based,  s ir .  I d i d n ' t  come i n  con-
t a c t  w i t h  t h a t  many o f  t h e  4 / 3  pe r sonne l .  

Q. Did anybody i n  C Company s a y  any th ing  about  B Com-
pany 's o p e r a t i o n ?  

A .  None t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  no,  sir. 

Q. Do you know i f  t h e r e  w a s  any mar i juana  problem up
t h e r e  a t  t h e  f i r e  bases?  

A. I know a l o t  o f  guys t h a t  smoked mar i juana ,  yes .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  o f  mar i juana  be ing  used on opera-
t i o n s  such as t h i s ?  

A.  No, as a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t  t h a t ' s  an encouraging f a c t o r .  
A l o t  of  guys smoked mar i juana  i n  Vietnam, p l e n t y  of guys,  b u t  
i t ' s  r a r e  t h a t  you h e a r  t h a t  an infantryman smoked mari juana 
i n  t h e  f i e l d .  I t ' s  j u s t  n o t  done. I t ' s  sco rned ,  a s  a m a t t e r  
o f  f a c t .  

Q 
ou t .  

W e l l  t h i s  i s  p r i m a r i l y  what we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  
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A. No, i t ' s  a s c o r n f u l  p r a c t i c e .  A s  a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t  
i f  you h e a r  o f  a g r u n t  t h a t  g e t s  s toned ,  you w i l l  t h e n  s a y ,  
" L e t ' s  g e t  r i d  o f  him. L e t ' s  use  a r o d  on him o r  g ive  him 
a b l a n k e t  a f f a i r , "  because i f  t hey  d o n ' t ,  i t ' s  t h e i r  d e a t h  
o u t  t h e r e .  

Q. W e l l ,  w e  d o n ' t  know t h a t  t h e r e  was any mar i juana
problem i n  C Company, b u t  w e l l ,  i f  t h e r e  w e r e ,  w e  were j u s t  
t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  it w a s  used.  That  w a s  my n e x t  ques-
t i o n ,  w a s  i t  used on o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. Never, I ' d s a y  neve r ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  guys 
f e l t  t h a t  s t r o n g l y  about  it. I n  t h e  rear area probably ,  b u t  
n o t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q Y e s .  Was t h e r e  a problem i n  t h e  rear a r e a s ?  

A. There w a s n ' t  a problem a s  such,  e x c e p t  t h e  guys 
t h a t  would g e t  caught  w i t h  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  i t ,  b u t  never  
r e a l l y  a problem t h a t  I saw. 

COL ARMSTRONG: There w a s  t h e  h a b i t i a l  u s e r s  and t h e  ones t h a t  
t r y  i t ?  

A. I never  s a w  an h a b i t u a l  u se r .  

Q - T h i s  is  b a s i c a l l y  what w e  w e r e  wanting.  

COL WILSON: Y e s .  

COL ARMSTRONG: A l o t  o f  it was expe r imen ta t ion ,  b u t  n o t  a 
l o t  o f  h a b i t u a l  u s e r s ?  

A. A l o t  o f  expe r imen ta t ion ,  s i r ,  b u t  h a b i t u z l  u s e r s  
i n  Vietnam, t h a t ' s  a f a l l a c y  I ' d  s ay .  

A t  l eas t  i n  t h i s  o u t f i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  .sir. 

Q - The reason  be ing  t h a t  i f  you a r e  i n  t h e  middle o f  
nowhere and i f  you are a l l  messed up, you can g e t  i n  a b i n d ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  a t  n i g h t .  
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A. Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

COL WILSON: Did you h e a r  from anybody i n  C Company, t h a t  dur -  
i n g  t h a t  day t h e r e  was an o r d e r  passed  down t o  s t o p  e i t h e r  
f i r i n g ,  o r  t o  s t o p  k i l l i n g ,  o r  s t o p  burn ing?  Did anybody 
e v e r  mention t h i s ?  

A. No, t h e  on ly  o r d e r  I e v e r  h e a r d  o f  w a s  t o  k i l l  
eve ry  damn t h i n g ,  animals inc luded .  

Q. Were you e v e r  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  
d i d  anybody e v e r  t e l l  you t o  keep q u i e t  about  i t  as an i n -  
d i v i d u a l ?  I t h i n k  we asked you about  it b e f o r e .  i n  r ega rds  
t o  t h e  f i r s t  s e r g e a n t ,  b u t  a--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No I w a s  never .  

0- Nobody e v e r  t o l d  you t h i s ?  

A. No, I was never  i n d i v i d u a l l y  approached and t o l d  
t o  s h u t  up. No, I c a n ' t  s a y  t h a t .  

Q *  Were you e v e r  i n  a group when t h i s  w a s  done? 

A. The America1 g e n e r a l  i s s u e d  an i n j u n c t i o n  a g a i n s t  
t h e  p r e s s ,  j u s t  speak ing  t o  me, b e f o r e  I l e f t  which l e f t  a 
s o u r  t a s t e  i n  my mouth about  the whole a f f a i r ,  because t h e r e  
w e r e  p r e s s  a g e n t s  t h e r e .  They were t a l k i n g  t o  people  who were 
n o t  i n  C h a r l i e  Company a t  t h e  t ime.  I was t h e  on ly  man who 
w a s  t h e r e  and t h e y  were t a l k i n g  t o  men who had no i d e a  what 
went on i n  t h e  company, o r  any th ing ,  because t h e  commanding 
g e n e r a l  had i s s u e d  an i n j u n c t i o n  a g a i n s t  them speaking  t o  m e .  
I c a n ' t  unders tand  t h a t .  

Q - W e l l  I can,  and maybe I can e x p l a i n  it t o  you. H e  
d i d  n o t  know what you knew. He knew t h a t  you w e r e  i n  t h e  
company and you may have been a m a t e r i a l  w i t n e s s ,  which you 
obvious ly  a r e  n o t ,  because a l l  t h i s  i s  hea r say .  But he d i d n ' t  
know t h i s  and i f  you w e r e  a  mater. ia1 w i t n e s s  and made your  
s t a t e m e n t s  o u t  i n  p u b l i c  t o  be r e p e a t e d  by newspapers,  t h e s e  
sort of  t h i n g s  can j eopa rd i ze  any c a s e  t h a t  a c o u r t - m a r t i a l  
may have. 

A. T h a t ' s  e n l i g h t i n g .  I had n o t  known t h a t .  

0- So t h i s  i s  t h e  reason;  t o  keep  you q u i e t ,  no. So 
as no t  t o  j eopa rd i ze  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  you r  ev idence ,  i f  you had 
such ev idence .  
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A. Right. This  i s  something t h a t ' s  good t o  hear .  

COL WILSON: T h a t ' s  r e a l l y  t r u e  and it goes a b i t  f u r t h e r  
than  t h a t .  I ' v e  been on t h i s  case  s i n c e  l a s t  March when 
RIDENHOUR wrote h i s  l e t t e r ,  and I i n v e s t i g a t e d  f o r  3 months 
and t a l k e d  t o  RIDENHOUR about once a week t r y i n g  t o  keep 
him from going t o  t h e  p r e s s  with it, n o t  because we wanted t o  
h ide  i t ,  b u t  because o f  e x a c t l y  what happened when it h i t  
t h e  p r e s s .  Any evidence t h a t  has  been brought a g a i n s t  t h e  
g u i l t y  i n  t h i s  case  w i l l  probably never be e f f e c t i v e ,  because 
of t h e  way t h e  p ress  has  handled i t .  That was t h e  reason f o r  
t r y i n g  t o  keep it q u i e t  and RIDENHOUR followed through, b u t  
he was i n t e r e s t e d  and I t a l k e d  t o  him once o r  twice and 
my opinion of t h a t  man e s c a l a t e s  more and more every time 
I hea r  of  him. 

He probably d i d  h i s  b e s t ,  bu t  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  we 
d i d n ' t  want t o  happen happened. And it happened when t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  became a c r imina l  mat ter  and t h e r e  was a smal l  
r e l e a s e  of t h a t  i n  a l o c a l  paper ,  because a newsman 
from t h e  Columbus Ledger came i n  and asked what a r e  you doing 
with t h i s  o f f i c e r  i n  j a i l ,  and they s a i d  h e ' s  suspected of 
k i l l i n g ,  unnecessa r i ly ,  people i n  Vietnam. A l i t t l e  squib  
t h a t  went on I guess f o r  about 15 days and then  a l l  of a 
sudden it broke and I don ' t  know i f  they eve r  f i g u r e d  out  
how i t  broke o r  n o t ,  b u t  once it d i d  t h e  evidence was gone. 

A.  ~ c c o r d i n gt o  t h a t  Lice correspondent ,  it was that 
Toledo photographer khat  broke i t  a l l  open with a photograph 
t h a t  he had. 

Q- T h a t ' s  M r .  HAEBERLE, but  t h i s  i s  one of t h e  t h i n g s  
t h a t  made it  big .  When it broke and h i t  t h e  papers  t h i s  i s  
what made HAEBERLE's photographs s o  va luable ,  because t h e  s t o r y  
was out  by t h e  time they  contac ted  him. We had got  t h e  black 
and white  photographs before  t h a t  which he had l e f t  i n  V i e t -
nam. But t h i s  j u s t  r e i n f o r c e s  what he means, t h a t  t h i s  prob-
ably had noth ing  t o  do with you as  an i n d i v i d u a l .  Because 
you were p a r t  o f  t h a t  u n i t ,  and of  course what you had t o  
say could have been s o  c r i t i c a l  i f  you had been t h e r c ,  t h a t  
it could have been evidence and used i n  a cour t -mar t ia l .  
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A. I hope you unders tand t h a t  from where I s t o o d  it 
seemed s u s p i c i o u s  a s  h e l l ,  sir.  

COL ARMSTRONG: Sure ,  s u r e ,  b u t  on t h e  o t h e r  hand t h e  g e n e r a l  
c o u l d n ' t  come t o  you o r  send a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  you,  be- 
cause  you may b e  a m a t e r i a l  w i t n e s s .  

A. Righ t ,  I unders tand now. I ' m  g l a d  t h a t  you en- 
l i g h t e n e d  me on it. 

Q. You might have been t h e  b i g  one t h a t  could t i e  
t h i s  a l l  down, s o  no one o f f i c i a l l y  could  t a l k  t o  you, you 
s e e ?  

A. Well knowing t h i s  makes me f e e l  a l o t  b e t t e r .  

Q. They w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  Goverment and t h e y  
w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  t h i s  was what t hey  
were t r y i n g  t o  do. But sometimes i t  i s  m i s i n t e r p r e t e d .  You 
60 t h e  b e s t  you can w i t h  what you 've  g o t .  

COL WILSON: You have i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  photographs  and t h e  
people  i n  them. I ' m  no t  going t o  p u l l  t h o s e  o u t  aga in .  Now 
I want t o  remind you once more o f  what General  PEERS' respon-
s i b i l i t y  i s ,  w e ' r e  no t  i n  t h e  c r i m i n a l  end o f  i t ,  a l o t  o f  o u r  
testimony i s  used a s  l e a d s  f o r  t h e  c r i m i n a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r s ,  b u t  

. 	 h e  i s  p r i m a r i l y  charged by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Army t o  de- 
t e rmine  i f  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  Vietnam of t h i s ,  
o r  an i n q u i r y .  I f  it w a s  i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  was i t  p r o p e r l y  re-
viewed, and l a s t  d i d  anybody a t t empt  t o  suppres s  in format ion .  

A. R igh t .  

Q. On t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h o s e  t h r e e  primary 
o b j e c t i v e s ,  h e  i s  going f u r t h e r  t han  t h a t ,  b u t  w i t h  t h o s e  
t h r e e  pr imary o b j e c t i v e s  o f  h i s  miss ion can you t h i n k  of  
any th ing  t h a t  you could  t e l l  us t h a t  would throw l i g h t  on 
t h o s e  s u b j e c t s ?  

A.  No, sir.  I ' m  s o r r y  I j u s t  can n o t .  

Q- There w a s  a t ype  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  made and i t  w a s  
typed  up by somebody. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  have l o c a t e d  t h a t  
t y p i s t .  I t  could  have been back i n  Duc Pho, and t h e r e  w a s  
a l l e g e d l y  a second i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which w e  can n o t  f i n d .  This  
i s  t h e  t y p e  of  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  we a r e  l ook ing  f o r  a t  t h i s  
s t a g e ?  
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A. No, sir,  I s t ayed  a company personnel  s p e c i a l i s t  a l l  
t h e  time I was i n  Vietnam, a t  Duc Pho, i n  t h e  r e a r .  My' Lai 
happened and it was fo rgo t t en .  And t h a t  was it. No inves- 
t i g a t i o n ,  nothing t h a t  I can r e c a l l  through t h e  company, never.  
I t  j u s t  happened and t h a t  was it. 

Q. Do you have any f u r t h e r  testimony, o r  any f u r t h e r  
s ta tement  you wish t o  make? 

A. No, sir. 

COL ARMSTRONG: Did you hear  while  you were over t h e r e  ass igned 
t o  the  America1 Divis ion of any cour t s -mar t i a l  f d r  rape? 

A. I remember a guy i n  Bravo Company was court-mar-
t i a l e d  f o r  rape  and went to -  p r i son .  He is  i n  p r i son  f o r  it 
-now; t h a t ' s  	a l l  I know o f .  I f e e l  almost q u a l i f i e d  t o  say one, 
but  I observed a couple of l ineups  while  I was a t  Duc Pho. 
There would be a company. One time it was Char l i e ;  another  
time it w a s  Del ta  Company. The guys would l i n e  up and t h e r e  
would be a woman o u t  t h e r e ,  a Vietnamese woman, which I re -
c a l l ,  because we d i d n ' t  have t h a t  many women t h e r e ,  and t h e  
woman would be looking up and down t h e  l i n e .  But, court-
m a r t i a l s ?  The only cour t -mar t ia l  t h a t  I remember, and t h i s  
is a l l  hearsay again,  was a guy i n  Bravo Company. He was 
convicted of rape and is  i n  Leavenworth now, f o r  2 yea r s  
i f  I r e c a l l  c o r r e c t l y .  

Q. For your information,  I know of two such t r i a l s  
where t h e r e  were infantrymen t r i e d  and convicted f o r  t h e  
type of rape  t h a t  you've descr ibed  a s  being an everyday 
occurrence. So I want you t o  know t h a t  t h i s  was going on i n  
t h e  America1 Divis ion.  There were respons ib le  people who 
reac ted  t o  t h i s ,  and it was n o t  condoned by a u t h o r i t i e s  
o r  people who were respons ib le .  Of t h i s  I wanted t o  as-
su re  you. There i s  one more p o i n t  t h a t  you might be i n t e r -
e s t e d  i n .  A s s i s t i n g  General PEERS is a eminent c i v i l i a n  
lawyer t h a t  volunteered t o  a s s i s t  the  Secre tary  of t h e  
Army, I guess r ep resen t ing  t h e  American pub l i c  i n  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  who is  p r ivy  t o  everyth ing  General PEERS 
knows and every d iscuss ion .  So it is  a s  wide a s  it can 
be. 
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A. T h a t ' s  good, sir.  I ' m  unders tandably embi t t e red  
a g a i n s t  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  I hope unders tandably,  I ' m  n o t  a rad-
i c a l  o r  an a c t i v i s t ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  it, I se rved  my time. But I 
am embi t t e red ,  b u t  it d i d  a l o t  of wrong s t u f f  t c  me. I have 
a b a s i c  m i s t r u s t  f o r  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s ,  because I know how 
many people  they  say  were s l a u g h t e r e d  t h e r e .  This  has  r e a l l y  
he lped  m e ,  s i r ,  now I know t h a t  something i s  be ing  done. 

Q. T h a t ' s  why I wanted t o  e x p l a i n  some t h i n g s  t o  you, 
because I do f e e l  t h a t  your  a t t i t u d e  i s  t h i s  way and I hope 
t h a t  t o  some degree w e  have exp la ined  t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  t o o  
w e l l  founded. I know t h a t  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  have happened t o  
you b u t  aga in  they  w e r e  un fo r tuna te  t h i n g s  which d i d  occur .  

A. Th i s  i s  t r u e ,  yes .  

Q. But wherever i t  can p o s s i b l y  be e l i m i n a t e d  by re-
s p o n s i b l e  o f f i c e r s  and N C O ' s ,  i t  i s .  I wanted t o  pe r sona l ly  
a s s u r e  you o f  t h i s .  

A. I ' m  g l a d  t h a t  you d id ,  

COL WILSON: Do you have any f u r t h e r  s t a t emen t  o r  test imony 
t h a t  might h e l p  General  PEERS i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  of t h e  
s u b j e c t s  t h a t  he  i s  p r i m a r i l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ?  

A. No, sir. Yeah, t h e r e  i s  something impor tan t .  I 
d o n ' t  know about  t h a t ,  I might be t h e  only  one t h a t  had 
knowledge of  t h i s ,  b u t  t h e r e  w e r e  two Vietnamese p r e s e n t .  
Do you know about t h e s e ?  

Q e  Y e s ,  Sergeant  PHU and M I N H .  

A. Right ,  Sergeant  PHU.  

Q Sergeant  PHU was Captain M E D I N A ' s  i n t e r p r e t e r ;  h e  
wasn ' t  t h e r e .  I n  f a c t  h e  s p e n t  q u i t e  a , b i t  of  t i m e  wi th  
General  PEERS when General  PEERS went t o  Vietnam. 

A. How long  ago was t h i s ,  j u s t  r e c e n t l y ?  

Q *  General  PEERS j u s t  g o t  back l a s t  month. 

A. H e  d i d ,  because I t a l k e d  t o  PHU t h e  day be fo re  I 
l e f t  and he t o l d  m e  t h a t  he had t o l d  nobody else. And I 
t o l d  him, w e l l  I w i l l  do what I can ,  b u t  you'  11 have t o  
w r i t e  m e  s o  t h a t  I can have you p o i n t  them o u t .  
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Q .  T e l l  m e  what Sergeant  PHU t o l d  you. 

A. PHU t o l d  m e  about  MEDINA. H e  s a i d  t h a t  h e  had 
come i n t o  t h e  goddamn v i l l a g e  a f t e r  t h e  people  had been mur- 
de red ,  and h e  saw h i s  people ,  h i s  countrymen, l y i n g  a l l  
around,  a l l  fucked up i n  t h i s  p l a c e ,  and he s t a r t e d  weeping, 
and MEDINA grabbed him and s l apped  him around and s a i d ,  "You 
VC, you VC, why you c ry?"  H e  s a i d ,  "Why you c a l l  m e  t h a t ,  
why you c a l l  m e  V i e t  Cong. " And now I h e a r  how he 's g o t  
t h i s  F. Lee BAILEY, and h e ' s  t e l l i n g  how innocent  he i s  and 
how he  knew n o t h i n g  about  t h i s ,  and t h e r e  h e  i s  s l a p p i n g  a 
man who i s  c r y i n g  about  h i s  own countrymen be ing  s l a u g h t e r e d ,  
and demanding t o  know whether  h e ' s  a Communist o r  n o t .  

Q. Sergean t  PHU t o l d  you t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  word o f  mouth, my l a s t  day i n  c o u n t r y .  

Q. Did you know PHU p r e t t y  we l l ?  

A. Yeah, I l i k e d  him. H e  was one o f  my b e s t  f r i e n d s  
o v e r  t h e r e .  H e  w a s  a f a n a t i c a l  s o l d i e r  though,  

Q. Did h e  t r y  t o  g e t  o u t  o f  C Company? Did you h e a r  
of him t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a t r a n s f e r  o r  any th ing  a f t e r  t h i s  opera-  
t i o n ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  is predominant w i th  a l l  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  
sir. Yeah, he  wanted t o  g e t  o u t  of C h a r l i e  Company. He wanted 
t o  g e t  t h e  h e l l  o u t  of t h e  f i e l d .  

Q- M r .  KONWINSKI, l e t  me r e q u e s t  t h a t  you do n o t  
d i s c u s s  your  t es t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A. Very good, sir. 

Q* You may be  r e q u i r e d  a t  some f u t u r e  d a t e  t o  appear  
b e f o r e  a j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. I f  t h i s  i s  s o ,  o f  
course  t h i s  i s  n o t  v a l i d ,  I n  t h e  case c f  people  who have 
ev idence  t h a t  we want t o  g e t ,  i t  i s  bound t o  be c o l o r e d  r i g h t  
now by t h e  p u b l i c i t y  t h a t ' s  gone o u t .  But we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  
r e s t r a i n  any d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  people  you might know who 
may appear  b e f o r e  t h i s  board ,  and a l s o  w i th  t h e  p r e s s .  Th i s  
i s  t h e  r e q u e s t  t h a t  w e  make. 
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A. Very good, sir. 

Q - I n  a d d i t i o n  you are cau t ioned  t h a t  i f  you a r e  
s u b j e c t  t o  any o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  
g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e  o f  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  v. Ca l l ey  
your  appearance h e r e  i n  no way changes t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of  
t h a t  o r d e r .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you are. Have you r e c e i v e d  an 
i n j u n c t i o n  from-- 

A. Y e s ,  I have. 

Q. Have you? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. From t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge? 

A.  Y e s .  

Q - W e l l  your  appearance h e r e  has  no a p p l i c a b i l i t y  t o  
t h a t  o r d e r ,  you h a v e n ' t  done any th ing  t h a t  iizvolves t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  w e  have a l r e a d y  c l e a r e d  t h a t  w i t h  
him. 

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. I d i d n ' t  know t h a t  you w e r e  on t h e  l i s t .  I d i d n ' t  
t a k e  a l ook  t o  see b e f o r e  you came up. When d i d  you g e t  your  
n o t i c e ?  

A. From F o r t  Benning, w e l l  it would have been more 
w h i l e  I was s t i l l  a  serviceman,  it had been r e r o u t e d  through 
Alaska o r  somewhere and l o s t  i n  t h e  m a i l ,  s o  I d i d n ' t  g e t  it 
u n t i l  a f t e r  I had been d i scha rged .  I t  was a  month l a te .  

Q- It w a s  a  month o l d  by t h e  t ime you g o t  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I t  w a s  a r e g i s t e r e d  l e t t e r ,  b u t  it w a s  
o v e r  a month l a te .  

Q. And you l i v e  i n  Rockv i l l e  now? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  

COL WILSON: The n e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t ime .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1 8 4 5  hour s ,  29  January  
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