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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : KELLEY, W i l l i a m  D. , LTC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 23 December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Acting G3, America1 
Division. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

KELLEY was the  ac t ion  o f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  arrival of 
t h e  l l t h  Brigade (pg. 16) .  H e  h i m T . a t  . k m k $ , f i % - ~ ~ ~  
planned f o r  the  brigade, but  he idid not i-ks --;fen% 
(pg. 16) .  The l l t h  Brigade went d i r e c t l y  ta  Due Pha and 

began t r a i n i n g  under the  3d Brigade of t h e  4th Infant ry  
Division (pgs. 16, 17) . 
2.  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

Despite the f a c t  t h a t  he was the acting operakians 
o f f i c e r  and should have known, he idid not re~aLX-~~fiyl 
t o l d  about KOSTER1s countermand of HENDERSON'~ 26ra%?&&r 
C Company t o  resweep My Lai (pgs. 7,8).  He did n a t  know 
t h a t  between 20 and 28 c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  ifi My mi 
and saw no repor t  containing this information (pgs 8,161 
H e  recalled notdiscussion c o n c e w g  the -par$$ i n  either 
the  weapons t o  body count rat io or the U.S. ca8-u Iby t o  
VC K I A  r a t i o  (pgs. 7 ,9) .  H e  heafd no rumore fzWB ehe 
Aviation Bat ta l ion  concerning THOMPSON'S confm%fiut&en 
with ground elements on the 16th (pg. 13) .  Be #a# no 
VC propaganda concerning thm My Lai incident  (pg. 1 2 ) .  
H e  never heard of any repa t t a  submitted ei-) @rally 
o r  i n  wr i t ing  t o  KOSTER, the  chief af s t a f f ,  O* Myone 
else a t  headquarters /lpg. 12). 

( KELLEY) 1 APP T-38 
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3.  REPORTS OF INVESTIGATION. 

KELLEY had never seen the  combat a f t e r  ac t ion  repor t  
of Task Force Barker dated 28 March (pg. 9 ) .  H e  agreed 
t h a t  t h i s  r epor t  should have indicated the  following: 
(1) the  number of c i v i l i a n  casua l t i e s  (pg. 10); (2) t h a t  
the l ivestock had been k i l l e d  (pg. 10); and (3) t h a t  the  
hootches had been burned (pg. 11). He w a s  n o t  f ami l i a r  
with HENDERSON'S r epor t  and could recall no VC propaganda 
d i rec ted  a t  the  My Lai inc ident  (pg. 1 2 ) .  

4.  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. KELLEY's est imation of CALLEY. 

CALLEY became KELLEYts S5 around the  middle 
of September 1968 during the  t i m e  KELLEY had a b a t t a l i o n  
(pg. 1 9 )  . CALLEY did a remarkably good job considering 
h i s  lack of experience (pg. 18) .  H e  w a s  energet ic ,  
followed ins t ruc t ions ,  and achieved good r e s u l t s  (pg. 1 9 ) .  
He had a good reputat ion with the  Vietnamese o f f i c i a l s  
with whom he worked (pg. 20) . 

b. Americal regulat ions.  

KELLEY helped author America1 Regulation 525-4 
(pg. 1 4 ) .  H e  believed t h a t  t h i s  document w a s  i n  the  
hands of the  11th Brigade (pg. 1 4 ) .  Although it had not  
been published as  an o f f i c i a l  document, the  philosophy 
and pol icy of the  document had been made known t o  the  
personnel of the  d iv i s ion  some time p r i o r  t o  i ts  
publ icat ion (pgs. 1 4 ,  151. 

(KELLEY) 2 SUM APP T-38 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 

NUMBER DESCRIPTION ' NOTES PAGES 

' W i t  had h e l p e d  
-	 A m e r i c a 1  Reg 525-4 a u t h o r  document. 1 4  

W i t  had no 
America1 l o g  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  

I t e m s  2 8  o r  9 4 .  
6 

W i t  had h e l p e d  
America1 le t t e r ,  2 4  Mar68 a u t h o r  document. 15  

W i t  ask,ed t o  
TF Barke r  l o g ,  14-18 Mar r e a d  i t e m  39.  8 

W l t  n eve r  s a w  
HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  b e f o r e ,  12 
TF Barke r  Combat Ac t ion  W i t  had n o t  s e e n  
E e ~ o r t ,2 8 Mar b e f o r e .  9 

SUM APP T-38
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1454 hour s ,  
23  December 19 69. ) 

I 0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named persons  are p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL MILLER, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and 
MAJ COOP. 

S i r ,  t h e  n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  Will iam 
D. KELLEY . 

(LTC KELLEY was c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  :) 

RCDR: P l e a s e  s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number, branch of  s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n .  

A. I a m  Will iam Douglas KELLEY, L i eu t enan t  Colonel ,  
U.S. Army, I n f a n t r y ,  DCSLOG, PEMA Execution 
Div i s ion ,  Washington, D.C.  

( I0 depa r t ed  t h e  h e a r i n g . )  

MR WEST: Before  we g e t  i n t o  some q u e s t i o n i n g ,  Colonel  MILLER 
w i l l  g i v e  you some informat ion  a s  t o  what t h i s  hea r ing  i s  
about .  

COL MILLER: Colone l ,  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  
by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  United 
S t a t e s  Army, f o r  t h e  purpose o f  de t e rmin ing  f a c t s  and making 
f i n d i n g s  and recommendations i n  two major a r e a s :  

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
p r i o r  i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and t h e  subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  
w i t h i n  t h e  cha in  of command, o f  what we now r e f e r  t o  commonly 
as t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, and 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  or wi thhold ing  of 
i n fo rma t ion  by any person who may have had  a  duty  t o  r e p o r t  
and t o  f u r n i s h  in format ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  t h e  purpose 
of i n v e s t i g a t i n g  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and a l l  t h e  c i rcumstances  of 
e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  happened a t  My La i .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h o s e  
two t h i n g s  t h a t  I mentioned. 

L 

6 Today your tes t imony v ~ i l lb e  under oa th .  A verba t im 
r e c o r d  w i l l  be  made, and it i s  a l s o  b e i n g  tape-recorded.  

.. . 

h The g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  r e p o r t  i s  

(KELLEY) 1 APP T-38 
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c o n f i d e n t i a l .  However, it is  c e r t a i n l y  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a t  a 
l a t e r  time some on a l l  of t h e  testimony may be made a  mat ter  
of pub l i c  knowledge. 

We have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and we have read  
t h e  s ta tements  made by many wi tnesses  i n  p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  My Lai inc iden t .  

You see a number of people here ,  and I want t o  
expla in  t o  you b r i e f l y  who they a re .  F i r s t ,  t he  vacant c h a i r  
r i g h t  now i s  f o r  General  PEERS, who w i l l  be back i n  a few 
mi~rutes .  He i s  the I n v e s t i g a t i n g  Of f i ce r  i n  t h i s  case ,  an3 
he has t h e  f i n a l  and s o l e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  weigh a l l  t h e  
evidence,  and t o  make t h e  f indings  and recommendations. The 
r e s t  of us a r e  h e r e  t o  a s s i s t  him i n  var ious c a p a c i t i e s .  

To your  immediate r i g h t  f r o n t  i s  M r .  MACCRATE, and 
t o  your l e f t  i s  M r .  WALSH, both of whom a r e  c i v i l i a n  a t to rneys  
who a r e  a s s i s t i n g  as c i v i l i a n  l e g a l  advisors  and counsel t o  
General PEERS. T o  your l e f t  f r o n t  i s  M r .  WEST, from the  
Of f i ce  of General Counsel of t h e  Department of t h e  Army; 
Major ZYCHOWSKI; and myself ,  Colonel MILLER. Any one of us 
may be asking ques t ions  t h i s  af ternoon.  

I hate one o t h e r  t h i n s ,  and t h a t  has t o  do wi th  
yoEr testimony h e r e  and n o t  r epea t iny  it. You a r e  d i r e c t e d  
n o t  t o  d i scuss  your  testimony be fo re  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
except a s  you may be requi red  s o  t o  do i n  t h e  performance of 
some o f f i c i a l  duty ,  o r  a s  you may be requi red  t o  t e s t i f y  
before  a competent admin i s t r a t ive ,  o r  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  
body. I f  you have ques t ions ,  of course,  you can seek 
i n s t r u c t i o n s .  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  you have received any order  
o r  have been p laced  under t h e  o r d e r  of t h e  m i l i t a r y - j u d g e  i n  
the  case of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Calley a t  t h i s  time. I 
have no record  of  it.  

A. No c o n t a c t  whatsoever, sir .  

Q - I f  you do, i f  you a r e  placed under t h a t  o rde r  i n  
due course,  you should be n o t i f i e d .  Your testimony h e r e  w i l l  
have no e f f e c t  on t h a t  o rde r  and, of course,  you w i l l  comply 
with t h a t  order .  Again, i f  you have any ques t ions ,  you can 
seck guidance from t h e  t r i a l  counsel o r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge 
i f  necessary.  

A. Could I ask one ques t ion  a t  t h i s  time? 

Q. Cer ta in ly .  

(KELLEY) APP T-38 
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A. What about  c h a r a c t e r  w i t n e s s  r o l e s  i n  t h e  event  I 
w a s  n o t  o rde red ,  b u t  I was appear ing  as c h a r a c t e r  w i tnes s  f o r  
such t r i a l ?  Not t h a t  any th ing  h e r e  would come o u t ,  b u t  does 
t h e  same r u l e  apply? Am I f r e e  t o  d i s c u s s  s i m i l a r  i n fo rma t ion  
o r  answers t h a t  I might be  g iv ing?  

Q - I f  you are c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s  i n ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  t h e  
Cal ley  c a s e ,  you t e s t i f y  a s  t o  what t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  about  
t h e r e .  Our c a u t i o n  h e r e  has  t o  do w i t h  your  d i s c u s s i n g  what 
you t e s t i f y  t o  h e r e  i n  t h i s  hea r ing .  You are only t o  r e v e a l  
t h a t  i n  accordance w i t h  c o n d i t i o n s  o r  a t  t h o s e  t i m e s  I 
menticned. C e r t a i n l y ,  i f  you a r e  c a i l e d  as a w i t n e s s  i n  a 
c o u r t - m a r t i a l  ca se ,  you have an e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n .  

RCDR : Le t  t h e  r eco rd  r e f l e c t  t h a t  Colonel  MILLER has  
d e p a r t e d  t h e  hea r ing .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  l e t  t h e  r e c o r d  r e f l e c t  
t h a t  General  PEERS i s  a g a i n  p r e s e n t .  

I0 : Coionel  KELLEY, what was your du ty  assignment on 
t h e  16 th  of Marcl.1, 1968? 

A. Sir, I cannot  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y .  I was, a t  t h a t  t ime ,  
a s s i g n e d  as t h e  s s s i s t a n t  deputy,  s p e c i a l  a s s i s t a n t  t o  the 
c h i e f  of s t a f f .  I have been t o l d  by Major COOP t h a t  I w a s  
t h e  a c t i n g  G3 a t  t h e  t i m e .  I wish I cou ld  v e r i f y  it, b u t  
I cannoi  e x a c t l y  v e r i f y  t h a t .  Perhaps you--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  We Cali p r e t t y  w e l l  g e t  t h i s  
s t r a i g h t e n e d  o u t .  When d i d  you j o i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s  of t h e  
America1 Div is ion?  

A. Approximately t h e  28th of  November, 1967. 

Q- And what was your duty  ass ignment?  

A. I w a s  i n i t i a l l y  a s s igned  t o  the G3 s e c t i o n  as a n  
a s s i s t a n t  G3, h e l p i n g  t h e  G3 a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  Colcnel  GRANGER. 
I t h e n  moved t o  t h e  s p e c i a l  a s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f ' f ,  
and t h e n  was a p r o j e c t  o f f i c e r  t a k i n g  on s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  and I d i d  s e r v e  a s  t h e  a c t i n g  G3 f o r  
approximately  a week. That  I can r e c a l l .  I t  was i n  March, 
t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of March. 

Q Y e s .  Is t h i s  du r ing  t h e  t i m e  t h a , t  Colonel  BALMER 
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was depar t ing  and your new G 3  was coming i n ,  o r  t h a t  Colonel 
BALMER was on R&R? 

A. Yes, sir. I researched-- i t  was when C010liel Dean 
BALMER was going t o  Hong Kong, and my research--everything 
t h a t  I could hunt  up--indicated t h a t  Colonel Dean BALMER was 
going t o  be gone f o r  3 days commencing on t h e  9 th  of March. 
That i s  t h e  reason f o r  my uncer t a in ty  here  today a s  t o  
whether I was on :or a f u l l  week o r  not .  

Q Now t h a t  you r e c o l l e c t  t h a t ,  I remember Colonel 
BAi;MER d i scuss ing  t h a t ,  and I d o n ' t  th ink  t h a t  we have 
r e a l l y  pinned it down, t h e  exact  time of h i s  r e t u r n .  But as 
I r e c a l l ,  he i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he came i n  from Hong Kong on t h e  
17th .  

We have a memorandum f o r  record t h a t  i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  he had depar ted  Bien Hoa f o r  t h e  Americal Divis ion on 
t h e  16th ,  bu t  was h e l d  up and d i d n ' t  g e t  i n  f o r  t h e  evening 
b r i e f i n g ,  and was b r i e f e d  t h e  morning of t h e  17th.  So then,  
i f  you were a c t i n g  i n  h i s  absence on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day, you 
would have been t h e  a c t i n g  G 3 .  

A. Yes, s ir ,  t h a t  i s  e n t i r e l y  poss ib le .  I only t a k e  
my information from a l e t t e r  t h a t  my wife  had t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  
tha t .  I wrote on t h e  6 th  of March. I s t a t e  he re  t h a t  Colonel 
BALMER takes  a t r i p  t o  Hong Kong on Sunday which would have 
been t h e  9 th ,  and I w a s  a s s i s t a r i t  G 3  during t h a t  per iod .  
But I be l i eve  it was longer  than 3 days. 

Q. Well I would th ink  so .  With coming and going and 
t h i s ,  t h a t ,  and t h e  o t h e r ,  t h a t  wouldn't  g ive  you much time 
i n  Hong Kong. How long d id  you s t a y  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  G 3  s e c t i o n  
o r  as a s p e c i a l  a s s i s t a n t  i n  t h e  headquarters  of the  Americal 
Division? 

A. I Was assigned t o  b a t t a l i o n  on t h e  1st of Apr i l ,  
sir.  So approximately 4 months, from t h e  1st of Dece&er 
through t h e  1st of A p r i l ,  1968. 

Q - What b a t t a l i o n  d id  you t ake  over? 

A .  I took over the  1 / 6 ,  s i r ,  the  Regulars, from 
Colonel BAXLEY who came t o  t h e  Americal Divis ion as  t h e  G3. 

Q. Y e s ,  and I would assume t h a t  you s t ayed  i n  command 
of t h a t  b a t t a l i o n  u n t i l  --
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A. ( In te rpos ing)  U n t i l  my depar tu re ,  ~pprox imate ly  
seven and a h a l f  months, u n t i l  t h e  13th  of December, 1968. 

Q - Right. Since t h e  n e w  of t h e  so-ca l led  i n c i d e n t  
of My Lai of 1 6  March 1968, which h i t  t h e  p ress  and TV and 
r a d i o  about t h e  end of September o r  e a r l y  October, have you 
had any conversa t ions  wi th  anybody connected with the  America1 
Divis ion,  t h e  11th Brigade, or Task Force Barker, concerning 
t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, sir. I have had one conversat ion with Colonel 
BALMER. I must say yes ,  s i r .  I t a l k e d  t o  Colonel BALMER 
approximately 5 minutes on t h e  18th  of December. 

9 

Q. 1 8  December? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. What w a s  your conversat ion about? 

A.  He c a l l e d  me a t  0930 i n  t h e  morning, and I went 
t o  h i s  o f f i c e ' a t  10. I had been n o t i f i e d  t h a t  I would appear 
be fo re  General PEERS' i n v e s t i g a t i n g  committee by Major COO2 
on the 15th  of December. On t h e  18th of December, Colonel 
BALMER c a l l e d  m e  and s a i d  he was ap2earing before  the  
committee and t h a t  he would l i k e  t o  s e e  m e  f o r  a s h o r t  per iod  
and, i f  I could come up t o  h i s  o f f i c e ,  come ahead. I go t  up 
t h e r e  approximately 1 0  o 'c lock  and had j u s t  about got  
in t roduc t ions  over  with--we'd been t h e r e  about 5 minutes--
and he was c a l l e d  down before  t h e  board. 

Q - What d i d  you t a l k  about? 

A .  I t  was about two po in t s .  W e  never d i d  g e t  it 
completely c l e a r  a s  t o  whether I was t h e  G 3  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
t ime o r  n o t ,  b u t  I took i t  for granted t h a t  I was. I could 
not  r e c a l l  t h e  pub l i c i zed  128 body count.  I asked him i f  he 
could,  and he s a i d  y e s ,  t h a t  he could.  I s a i d  it was s t r ange  
t h a t  I c o u l d n ' t  i f  I was t h e  G 3  a t  t h e  t i m e  because I knew t h a t  
I l e f t  him q u i t e  a s e t  of notes  of t h e  happenings of t h a t  week 
on h i s  r e t u r n ,  and then o t h e r  members of the G 3  had b r i e f e d  
him, too.  So t h e r e  i s  a ques t ion  i n  my mind on t h a t  t ime,  and 
I could no t  f i l l  him i n  on anything. Ee wanted sone d e t a i l s  
of what I could r e c a l l  about anything t h a t  might involve t h e  
i n c i d e n t ,  and I could no t  r e c a l l  anything f o r  him, 

Q *  Did t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  on t h e  16th of March 
1968, eve r  come t o  your a t t e n t i o n  i n  your capaci ty  a s  t h e  deput 
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G3, o r  t h e  a c t i n g  G3, o r  t h e  s p e c i a l  a s s i s t a n t ?  

A. Not i n  t h e  l e a s t .  Not whi le  I was i n  t h e  Americal. 
The f i r s t  i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  was on 13  November 
1969 when I f i r s t  saw it i n  t h e  p res s .  

Q .May I have t h e  l o g  of t h e  America1 Div is ion?  

(Recorder hands document t o  10.) 

I have h e r e  t h e  l o g  of t h e  Americal Div is ion  f o r  
t h i s  q a t e ,  16 March 1968, which i s  en te red  i n  t h e  record  a s  
Exh ib i t  M-6. I ask  you t o  t u r n  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  i t e m  
number 28.  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Was t h i s  i t e m  c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. Not t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  b u t  it should have been 
c a l l e d  t o  my a t t e n t i o n  and poss ib ly  it was. 

Q I b r i n g  you down now t o  i t e m  number 9 4  which is 
t h e  ope ra t ion  summary f o r  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  d a t e ,  and then  
s t a r t i n g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on l i n e  5, " In  ope ra t ion  Muscatine." 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q You w i l l  no. t ice  t h a t  f o r  Task Force Barker ,  it 
g ives  1 2 8  VC KIA wi th  only 3 weapons captured.  A t  t h e  t i m e ,  
d id  t h i s  s t a r t  any f l a g s  going up, o r  f l a g s  waving, o r  any 
ques t ions  t o  be asked? 

A. I r e a l i z e  i t ' s  s t r a n g e  t h a t  I should n o t  have 
some r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h i s .  The answer i s  "nc.." t o  your 
ques t ion .  The only l o g i c a l  explana t ion  I can t h i n k  of is  
t h a t  I d i d  n o t  see t h e  d a i l y  summary t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day. 
I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  I d i d  n o t  s e e  t h a t  summary t h a t  day. 
I t  is h igh ly  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  I d i d  n o t  a t t e n d  t h e  evening 
b r i e f i n g  because I a t t ended  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g  f o r  General 
KOSTER and a l s o  then  went i n t o  h i s  o f f i c e  on any problems 
t h a t  e x i s t e d  t h a t  day,  unusual i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  happened t h a t  
day, and p lans  f o r  t h e  fo i lowing  day. 

Q- A f t e r  your normal s t a f f  b r i e f i n g ,  you had a s e s s i o n  
i n  General KOSTER's o f f i c e  and then you had another  one i n  
t h e  morning? 
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  The fo l lowing  morning t h e r e  would be a 
qu ick  b r i e f i n g  i n  t h e  morning, i n  General  KOSTER's o f f i c e ,  
on happenings t h a t  n i g h t .  Now, t h i s  l o g ,  of cou r se ,  w a s  n o t  
typed up f o r  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g .  This  e n t r y  was typed up 
du r ing  t h e  n i g h t ,  and t h i s  l o g  a s  I recal l  would have been 
p r e s e n t e d  t o  General  KOSTER. The h i g h l i g h t s  would have been 
p re sen ted  t o  General  KOSTER t h e  fo l lowing  morning. Tha t  
would be  on t h e  17 th .  

Q W e l l ,  t h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  a l l  of t h i s  
i n fo rma t ion  wasn ' t  p r e sen ted  on t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  16 th .  But 
a l l  of t h i s  informat iol i  was i n ,  i n  s u f f i c i e n t  t ime t o  be  
i nc luded  i n  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g ,  which took p l a c e  normally 
a t  about  5 o r  5:30? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I t  v a r i e d  15 o r  20 minutes e i t h e r  way, 
whenever he g o t  down. I d o n ' t  know t h a t  i t  w a s  back. I 
c a n ' t  say  t h a t  it w a s  back i n  t ime f o r  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g .  

Q- W e l l ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  t h e  s ta t i s t ics  cane i n  q u i t e
e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. 

A. I f  something came in--a r e p o r t  came i n  w i t h i n  2 
minutes of t h e  evening b r i e f i n g .  I t  was i n  t h e r e .  

Q- W e l l ,  t h e  p o i n t  I ' m  g e t t i n g  a t  is  whether o r  n o t  
anybody s t a r t e d  r a i s i n g  a few eyebrows when a r e p o r t  such as 
t h i s  comes ink0  t h e  headqua r t e r s  w i t h  a r a t i o  of 43 enemy 
k i l l e d  t o  1 weapon cap tured?  

A.  There should have been some o p e r a t i o n  o f f i c e r  
q u e s t i o n s  asked,  and undoubtedly t h e r e  must have been sane 
q u e s t i o n s  asked back t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  who tu rned  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t .  
Now it might have been a t  t h e  NCO l eve l ,  I t  may have been 
exp la ined  by t h e  nurrber of a r t i l l e r y  c a s u a l t i e s ,  o r  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  w a s n ' t  p o l i c e d  y e t ,  o r  something t o  t h a t  
e f f e c t .  W e  f r e q u e n t l y  g e t  answers from u n i t s  on delayed 
r e p o r t s  t h a t  t hey  h a d n ' t  made a f u l l ,  d e t a i l e d  sea rch  y e t .  
But I ' m  j u s t  t h i n k i n g  of  an excuse now. I d o n ' t  know any 
f a c t s .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  e i t h e r  t h e  evening of t h e  1 6 t h  
o r  t h e  morning of t h e  17th--and remember now w e  a r e  working 
on t h e  1 6 t h  and 17 th .  One happens t o  be  a Sa turday ,  t h e  1 6 t h ,  
and t h e  1 7 t h  i s  a Sunday. Do you remember Genexal KOSTER 
t e l l i n g  you, t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r ,  t h a t  he had r e sc inded  
t h e  o r d e r  of t h e  11 th  Brigade commander t o  send C/1/20 back 
i n t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  t o  check a body count? 
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A. No, s i r .  

Q. Did you know t h a t  n i g h t  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  20 c i v i l i a n s  
had been k i l l e d ?  

A. No, s i r .  And i f  t h i s  ha6 been repor ted  t o  the  
opera t ions  c e n t e r ,  t h e r e  would be no reason f o r  me not  t o  
know. I d i d  n o t  s t a y  i n  t h e  opera t ions  c e n t e r ,  b u t  being 
p resen t  a t  a l l  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  I --
Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Let  me s e e  t h e  log of Task Force 
Barker? 

Z 

(Recorder handed I0 Exhib i t  M-16.) 

These a r e  t h e  logs  of Task Force Barker,  Colonel 
KELLEY, f o r  t h e  pe r iod  1 4  through 18 March. I would ask you 
t o  t u r n  t o  t h e  16 th ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  i tem number 39 on t h e  
four th  page. Can you read  i t ?  

A. Not too  c l e a r l y ,  s i r .  

Q - I th ink  it says B Company r e p o r t s  t h a t  none of t h e  
VC body count r epor ted  by h i s  u n i t  were women and ch i ld ren .  
Char l ie  Company r e p o r t s  t h a t  approximately 10 o r  11 women 
and ch i ld ren  were k i l l e d  e i t h e r  by a r t i l l e r y  o r  gunships. 
These were no t  included i n  the  body count.  And you w i l l  
n o t i c e  hexe t h a t  oppos i t e  t h e  e n t r y  number 39 t h a t  t h i s  
information was passed t o  t h e  11th  Brigade. Would such 
information normally be re layed t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. Yes, it would. The br igade would be re spons ib le  
f o r  the  primary a c t i o n  as a r e s u l t  of such an i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  
it c e r t a i n l y  would be re l ayed  t o  the  America1 Divis ion.  And 
it would be re layed h igher  as  s tandard  procedure. 

Q =  And i f  t h i s  f i g u r e  increased  t o  something i n  excess  
of t h i s ,  you would have expected t h a t  t o  have been repor ted  too?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. A l l  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  were repor ted?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I ' l l  say a l l  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  were 
supposed t o  be repor ted .  

Q That was t h e  i n t e n t  of my statement .  You a l s o  n o t i c e  
i n  i tem number 9 4  t h e  r a t i o  of VC k i l l e d  t o  U.S. k i l l e d  by hos t i l t  
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action. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Was t h i s  an unusual r a t i o  of f r i e n d l y  t o  enemy? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  i t  was i f  t h i s  was a ground-force-to-
ground-force ac t ion .  I f  it w a s  an a r t i l l e r y  count ,  then 
obviously,  i f  it was p a r t  a r t i l l e r y ,  then it could be 
considered normal. However, w e  were varying from 3 t o  1, 
t o  8 t o  1 on t h e  ground a c t i o n .  

Yes, b u t  t h i s  i s  about 6 4  t o  1. 

Y e s ,  sir.  

Q - Q u i t e  a s i z e a b l e  r a t i o .  To your r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h i s  
d i s p a r i t y  i n  t h i s  r a t i o  never caused anybody t o  t ake  a good, 
hard look a t  i t ?  

A. I cannot r e c a l l  t h i s  causing any impact a t  a l l  t h a t  
I was eve r  aware o f .  I f  it caused any d i scuss ion  o r  any eye-
brows r a i s e d ,  I w a s  no t  aware of it, s i r .  

Q- Give me R-1 and R-2, w i l l  you? 

(Recorder hands documents t o  10.) 

Colonel KELLEY, I have h e r e  a document which has 
been en te red  i n t o  t h e  record a s  Exh ib i t  R-2, dated 28  March, 
Combat Action Report of Task Force Barker. Have you seen 
t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

A. No, sir. No, s i r ,  I h a v e n ' t  seen t h i s  r e p o r t .  

Q What per iod  d i d  you normally have a f t e r  a c t i o n  
r e p o r t s  prepared f o r ?  

A. A l l  opera t ions  such as  Muscatine, o r  a t a sk  fo rce  
going ou t ,  a major combat a c t i o n  where it w a s  a major success  
o r  a major f a i l u r e ,  t h a t  was p a r t  of an opera t ion-- l ike  t h e r e  
were many r e p o r t s  w r i t t e n  on t h e  one i n  t h e  nor th ,  and t h a t  
ope ra t ion  was continued over s e v e r a l  months. Now these  were 
d i r e c t i v e  r e p o r t s ,  s ir ,  t h a t  were c a l l e d  £01e i t h e r  by the  
d i v i s i o n  commander o r  the  br igade  commander a f t e r ,  s ay ,  a 
week-long, heavy o f fens ive .  But f o r  a l l  d iv i s ion-d i rec ted  
opera t ions ,  o r  t a s k  fo rce  o r  named o p e r a t i o n s ,  t h e r e  were 
a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s .  
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Q. This  o p e r a t i o n  was designed t o  l a s t  f o r  s e v e r a l  
days. W e  know, for example, t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  continued 
with a l l  t h r e e  companies f o r  a t  l e a s t  2 days. The one 
company which was i n  blocking p o s i t i o n  may have pu l l ed  o u t  
a t  t h e  end of t h e  second day. The o t h e r  two companies 
remained i n  the  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  a t h i r d  day be fo re  t h e  second 
company was pulleCi ou t .  And t h e  o t h e r  company remained i n  
t h e  opera t ion  f o r  another  1 o r  2 days. So, it covers 
q u i t e  a span i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion  t h a t  we a r e  r e fe r -
r i n g  t o  i n t o  t h e  Son My Vi l l age  area .  With t h a t  i n  mind, can 
you th ink  of any reason why a r e p o r t  such as t h i s  would be 
prepared covering 1 day of t h e  opera t ion ,  a c t u a l l y  l e s s  
than 1 day--you w i l l  no te  i n  palagraph 2 ,  covering from 
0730 i n  t h e  morning t o  1800 t h a t  n igh t?  

A.  Not a s  a s t r a i g h t ,  t a c t i c a l  a c . t i v i t y ,  a combat 
a c t i v i t y ,  by a company o r  a b a t t a l i o n  unless  it was d i r e c t e d .  
I ' m  not  th ink ing  of  t h a t  pe r iod  now. I ' m  t h ink ing  of a pe r iod  
where I was i n  command, where my brigade corllmander asked m e  
t o  w r i t e  a r e p o r t  up on an a t t a c k  t h a t  we iiad. I know of 
s e v e r a l  of them. One was f o r  2 days, t h e  o t h e r  one was 
about a week, sir. 

Q- Yes. Recognizing i n  t h i s  ins t ance ,  i f  t h i s  was 
perhaps t h e  most s u c c e s s f u l  ope ra t ion  t h a t  Task Force Barker 
had ever  been engaged i n  up t o  t h i s  time and, f o r  t h a t  mat ter ,  
t h e  11th  Brigade up t o  t h i s  t ime,  t h i s  could have some 
validity--what you a r e  saying ,  t h a t  it covered j u s t  t h i s  
per iod where you a t t a i n e d  a huge success  i n  a comparatively 
s h o r t  per iod  of t ime. But I would ask h e r e ,  i f  i n  providing 
such a r e p o r t ,  it should n o t  have a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  number 
of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  which were e f f e c t e d  i n  terms of t h e  
20 t h a t  I i n d i c a t e d  before--at  l e a s t  20 and poss ib ly  a s  marly a s  
up t o  28-- i r respect ive  of how they may have been k i l l e d ,  
whether by a r t i l l e r y ,  a r t i l l e r y  and gunships, by small  arms 
f i r e ,  o r  any combination of them? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I would have expected it t o  be included. 

Q. I f  t h e  animals i n  one of these  a r e a s  had been 
k i l l e d ,  l e t ' s  say i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  would you have expected t h i s  
t o  be repor ted?  Not j u s t  an animal; I ' m  t a l k i n g  of t h e  
animals. 

A. I f  t h e  b a , t t l e f i e l d  had been pol iced  t o  t h a t  e x t e n t ,  
yes.  I f  they knew what t h e  count was, yes ,  sir.  This might 
not  be a d i r e c t e d  r e p o r t ,  however. This micjht be a case where 

(KELLEY) 10 APP T-38 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander--I'm r e f e r r i n g  t o  myself again.  ~f 
I had a good opera t ion ,  I would have it w r i t t e n  up. I f  no 
one was around t o  s e e  it and i f  I had combat examples i n  it, 
or  lessons  learned  i n  it, w e  wrote o u t  s e v e r a l  r e p o r t s  on 
opera t ions  t h a t  were n o t  d i r e c t e d  t h a t  we w r i t e  up. 

Q You would have included t h e  f a c t s  though, would 
you not?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- You would have n o t  excluded c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s .  
You would n o t  have excluded t h e  animals,  the  water  b u f f a l o ,  
t h e  p i g s ,  and chickens,  and a l l  t h e  food being destroyed. 
Would you have repor ted  i f  t h e  v i l l a g e  and i t s  hootches had 
been burned? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. So you r e p o r t  the good, b u t  you a l s o  r e p o r t  t h e  
bad? 

A. The t o t a l  e f f e c t s  of t h e  opera t ion .  And these  
would be made up by r e p o r t s  t h a t  would be handwritten by 
t h e  u n i t  commanders t h a t  were involved,  t h e  company commanders, 
t h e  p la toon l eaders .  

Q - You have never seen  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of 
your knowledge? 

A .  No, sir. I ' m  s u r e  a t  t h e  time I w a s  a l ready gone 
by t h e  t ime t h i s  r e p o r t  would have come i n  t o  d i v i s i o n  
headquarters .  I t  would have gone i n t o  one of t h e  s e c t i o n s  
of t h e  d i v i s i o n  G 3  had I been t h e r e  on the 28th of March. 
I was back--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  Yes. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  r e p o r t  
went t o  d i v i s i o n ,  a t  the  moment. But I do have a copy of 
t h e  r e p o r t .  I t  i s  addressed t o  t h e  11th Brigade. 

I have he re  Exh ib i t  R-2. A f t e r  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  can 
you i d e n t i f y  t h e  symbols "RCS AVDF-GCl"? 

A .  No, sir. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  a s s o c i a t e  t h a t  a s  an 
America1 Divis ion  o f f i c e  symbol. 

Q- The AVDF, i f  I ' m  no t  mistaken, t h a t  por t ion  of it 
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was a symbol of t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  was i t  not? 

A. I t  looks f a m i l i a r ,  s i r ,  bu t  I c a n ' t  be su re .  We 
d i d  have a s t andard  format f o r  combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t s .  

Q 8 
I have h e r e  another  paper ,  en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  

as  Exh ib i t  R-1, and I would r e f e r  you t o  Inc losure  1. I t ' s  
a one-page s ta tement .  While you were t h e  a c t i n g  G3 o r  a 
s p e c i a l  a s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  commanding genera l ,  d i d  you ever  
s e e  such a s ta tement ,  o r  h e a r  any of t h e  information 
contained i n  i t ?  

A. The answer i s  "no" t o  a l l  your ques t ions ,  sir .  

Q. I 'd  r e f e r  you t o  the  next  page. Actua l ly ,  it 
c o n s i s t s  of two pages.  This i s  an English t r a n s l a t i o n  of a 
VC propaganda l e a f l e t  o r  document. I ' m  not  s u r e  what form 
it came i n .  You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  page i s  somewhat 
the  normal VC t i r a d e ,  b u t  when you g e t  t o  t h e  t o p  of t h e  
second page, p a r t i c u l a r l y  paragraph 2 ,  I t  changes r a t h e r  
abrupt ly  from g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  t o  s p e c i f i c s .  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  eve r  see ing  t h i s  document o r  e v e r  
hear ing  any VC propaganda d i r e c t e d  a t  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  ins t ance?  

A. No, s ir ,  I haven ' t .  

Q When you were e i t h e r  t h e  a c t i n g  G3, t h e  G3, o r  i n  
your capaci ty  a s  s p e c i a l  a s s i s t a n t ,  d id  you h e a r  of any 
r e p o r t s  being submit ted,  e i t h e r  o r a l l y  o r  i n  w r i t i n g ,  
t o  the  colrmanding genera l  of t h e  Americal Divis ion o r  
t o  the  chief  of s t a f f  o r  t o  any o t h e r  ind iv idua l  i n  t h e  
headquarters?  

A. With r ega rd  t o  t h e  My Lai inc iden t?  

Q Y e s .  

A. No, sir. . None whatsoever. 

Q- Did you ever  have occasion t o  have an envelope
given t o  you t o  be h e l d  f o r  d e l i v e r y  t o  t h e  commanding 
genera l  from t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  11th  Brigade? 

A. No, sir ,  I d i d n ' t .  
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Q Did you ever  hear  any rumors throughout t h e  
headquar ters ,  o r  d i d  you hear  of any rumblings i n  t h e  
123d Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n  o r  elsewhere concerning the  
conf ron ta t ion  which took p lace  between members of t h a t  
u n i t  and c e r t a i n  ground elements on t h e  16th  of March? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  not .  I was i n  very c lose  con tac t  
with j u s t  about every a v i a t o r  i n  t h e  123d Aviation r i g h t  
a f t e r  t h a t ,  s t a r t i n g  i n  Apr i l .  We met n i g h t l y  i n  t h e  
g e n e r a l ' s  mess, and I was t h e r e  a f t e r  t h a t  t ime,  e a t i n g  i n  
t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  mess every n i g h t  u n t i l  t h e  l a s t  of March, 
about t h e  28th of March o r  so .  Then I packed up and l e f t .  

Q. Did t h e  warrant  o f f i c e r s ,  t h e  p i l o t s  of t h e  
a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  aero-scout cori~pany, 
d i d  they  e a t  i n  t h e  mess a s  wel l?  

A. No, sir .  They had t h e i r  own a r e a ,  and I d i d  
n o t  come i n  con tac t  on t h e  ground, i f  we had any conversa-
t i o n ,  wi th  t h e  aero-scout people f o r  q u i t e  some time 
a f t e r  t h a t .  They d i d n ' t  work i n  my a r e a ,  b u t  t h e  normal 
p i l o t s  of t h e  123d s h i f t e d  a reas  almost d a i l y  on who they 
supported.  

Q. Did e i t h e r  Colonel HOLLADAY o r  Major WATKE o r  
o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  of t h a t  o u t f i t  ever  d i scuss  t h i s  mat ter  
wi th  you i n  any of t h e  c a p a c i t i e s  which you he ld  i n  t h e  
headquarters  of t h e  Americal Divis ion? 

A. No, sir.  And again ,  I saw Colonel HOLLADAY 
n i g h t l y  u n t i l  aboiit t h e  28th of March. 

9 Would you give me t h e  documents of 16 March 
(Exh ib i t  D-5) and of 2 4  March (Exh ib i t  M-9) , of t h e  
Americal Divis ion? 

A. I might make a co r rec t ion :  i f  Colonel HOLLADAY 
had moved t o  the  a v i a t i o n  job, he was t h e  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  
a t  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  t h a t  i s  when I s a w  him n igh t ly .  
And when he moved t o  t h e  u n i t  commander s l o t ,  I d i d n ' t  s ee  
him then... 

Q. Did he no t  occupy both p o s i t i o n s ,  a s  t h e  commander 
of t h e  123d Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n  and a t  t h e  same time d i v i s i o n  
a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ?  

A. That  i s  c o r r e c t ,  s ir .  But somewhere i n  t h a t  t ime 
frame he moved, r e l o c a t e d  h i r i~se l f .  I b e l i e v e  he s e t  up a 
CP down a t  b a t t a l i o n .  I don' t th ink  he remained b i l l e t e d  a t  
d i v i s i o n  headquarters  during t h e  e n t i r e  per iod .  
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Q I n  h i s  absence,  though, you had another  o f f i c e r  
t h e r e  r ep resen t ing  him a s  t h e  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ,  i s  t h a t  
no t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, s ir ,  f u l l t i m e .  

Q I have h e r e  a document which has been en te red  
i n t o  the  record  as Exh ib i t  D-5, Headquarters, America1 
~ i v i s i o n ,~ e g u l a t i o n525-4, da ted  1 6  March. Have you seen 
t h i s  document? 

A. Yes, sir. I t  has been a long t ime, b u t  I r e c a l l  
s ee ing  it. My r e c o l l e c t i o n  was t h a t  it was much longer  than  
t h i s .  

Q Who authored t h i s  document? 

A. P r imar i ly ,  s i r ,  I have q u i t e  a b i t  of au thorship  
i n  t h i s .  I worked on it o f f  and on during t h e  time from my 
a r r i v a l .  

Q - Was t h i s  document put  out  f o r  information o r  
coordinat ion purposes p r i o r  t o  i t s  publ ica t ion?  

A. Yes, sir. I t  w a s  pu t  ou t  f o r  coordina t ion  
purposes. 

Q How long be fo re  i t s  pub l i ca t ion  was it put  out?  

A.  I b e l i e v e  it was pu t  out  twice be fo re  i t s  
pub l i ca t ion ,  and i f  I can j u s t  t h i n k  a minute--I would have 
t o  say February, s i r ,  t h a t  t h i s  was out  f o r  pub l i ca t ion .  
And t h e r e  were o t h e r  t imes t h a t  I would send it t o  DIVARTY 
f o r  coordinat ion.  I had t r o u b l e  with the  a r t i l l e r y  force .  
I th ink  it went t o  them about t h ~ e etimes f o r  coordina t ion .  
About February, sir.  I cannot r e c a l l  t he  11th Brigade.' I w a s  the  sponsor f o r  t h e  b r igade ,  America1 Divis ion sponsor,  
when they came i n .  And I know they had t h e  4 th  Divis ion r u l e s  
of engagement down t h e r e ,  and they were b r i e f e d  down t h e r e  
by t h e  4th Divis ion.  But I am very s u r e  t h a t  they had 
t h i s  document, too ,  i n  d r a f t  form. I b e l i e v e  they p u t  
toge the r  a packet  a t  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  and they a l s o  
had copies of it. 

Q. But, al though it had n o t  been publ ished a s  an 
o f f i c i a l  document, t h e  philosophy and the  pol icy  which t h e  
document propounds was, i n  f a c t ,  made known t o  the  people 
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sonetime be fo re  it was published. Is t h a t  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q I ' m  n o t  p u t t i n g  words i n  your mouth. Tha t ' s  not  
my i n t e n t .  

A. Yes, I can r e c a l l  making a s  much e f f o r t  as  I 
could t o  g e t  ' t h i s  s t a f f e d  by t h e  br igades  and as?*;edt h a t  
a s e l e c t e d  few commanders, who had t h e  experience of combat 
b a t t a l i o n  s t a f f ,  a l s o  review t h i s .  

Q I have he re  another  document da ted  24 March, 
Headquarters,  America1 Divis ion,  Of f i ce  of  t h e  Commanding 
General, s u b j e c t :  "Safeguarding of Noncombatants," 
addressed t o  a l l  of h i s  commanders, which has  been en te red  
i n t o  the  record  a s  Exh ib i t  M-9. Have you seen  t h i s  
document? 

A. S i r ,  I remember working on a document myself 
on safeguarding noncombatants. I c a n ' t  s t a t e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  
t h e  one, and my r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h i s  was p a r t  of a 
whole package of annexes t h a t  I was p u t t i n g  toge the r  t h e r e ,  
I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  it coming o u t  s e p a r a t e l y  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q. W e l l ,  t h i s  document, of course,  i s  somewhat 
d i f f e r e n t  from the  o t h e r .  I t ' s  n o t  publ i shed  as  a 
r egu la t ion .  I t  i s  publ ished as  a command l e t t e r .  So it 
has a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  connotat ion than  t h e  o t h e r .  But 
t h i s  document, a t  l e a s t  as of t h i s  t ime, 24 March, roughly 
8 days a f t e r  t h e  16th  of March--I would assume t h a t  it 
has  been s igned by t h e  commanding genera l .  The emphasis 
being placed on it i s  t h a t  thisswas d i v i s i o n  pol icy  a t  t h a t  
time. 

b 

A. S i r ,  I 'm scanning t h i s  very q u i c k l y ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
s e e  anything i n  he re  y e t  t h a t  wasn ' t  p r e t t y  much considered 
and ' taken  f o r  granted as po l i cy  a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  sir.  

Q. "Taken f o r  granted" would b o t h e r  me a l i t t l e  b i t .  

A. That i s  a poor choice of words, I know. I rewrote 
something t h a t  was i n  e f f e c t  from, I b e l i e v e ,  t h e  Task Force 
Oregon book and i n  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  which t h e  chief  of s t a f f  
had g o t t e n  from a t r i p .  He picked up 4 th  Divis ion  copies ,  
and 1st Divis ion cop ies ,  and my job was t o  conso l ida te  
anything meaningful wi th  e x i s t i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  i n  e f f e c t .  

# 
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I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I: wrote--I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  ever  w r i t i n g  
t h i s .  

Q Now, I would l i k e  t o  s h i f t  f o r  a minute t o  
the  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  of t h e  l l t h  Brigade when it came i n .  
You ind ica ted  that you were respons ib le  f o r  t h e i r  i n d o c t r i -
nat ion.  I b e l i e v e  you s a i d ,  what was t h e  term you used, 
" respons ib le  f o r  t h e  br igade"? 

A. My r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  was t o  meet t h e  br igade  
admin i s t r a t ive ly ,  and I remained i n  Qui  Nhon during t h e i r  
a r r i v a l  t o  organize ,  a s  a key i n d i v i d u a l  a t  Qui  Nhon, 
t h e i r  movement up i n t o  t h e  America1 A0 and t o  conduct 
such ceremonies as necessary on the  p i e r .  

Q Yes. Well, you were the  a c t i o n  o f f i c e r .  I ' 

be l i eve  t h a t  was t h e  term you used before .  You i n d i c a t e d  
you were the  sponsor ,  b u t  I r e a l l y  b e l i e v e  t h e  term which 
more properly d e f i n e s  t h e  way we use it i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  is  
a c t i o n  o f f i c e r .  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- Do you know about t h e  t r a i n i n g  which had been 
provided, planned f o r  and provided t o  t h e  l l t h  Brigade a t  
the  time of t h e i r  a r r i v a l  and subsequent t h e r e t o .  

A. I have genera l  knowledge of it being planned, no 
in t ima te  knowledge of it. I d i d n ' t  review it a t  any t i m e ,  
and I was n o t  working f o r  t h e  G 3  a t  the  time t h a t  t h i s  p lan  
was developed. 

Q Do you know who conducted t h e i r  in-country 
indoc t r ina t ion?  General KOSTER had f i r s t  thought they had 
gone through t h e  d i v i s i o n  school  a t  Chu Lai ,  b u t  subsequently 
ind ica ted  t h a t  they  had n o t ,  t h a t  they had gone d i r e c t  t o  
DUC Pho and had rece ived  t h e i r  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  t h e r e .  

A.  I was t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  i f  we had s e n t  any teams 
ou t ,  because I w a s  a l s o  involved with in-country t r a i n i n g  
of t h e  82d Airborne ' s  3d Brigade and a l s o  t h e  4 t h t s  companies 
and b a t t a l i o n s  when they came i n .  And t h a t  t ime, we had 
teams we s e n t  ou t  f o r  phasing t h e  companies through. I'm 
s u r e  the  l l t h  Brigade went d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  Duc Pho a r e a  
and took up a t r a i n i n g  program, and they used q u i t e  a few 
t r a i n i n g  a s s e t s ,  a i r c r a f t ,  and s o  f o r t h  f o r  t h i s  t r a i n i n g .  
I can r e c a l l  it hampering some of the  C A ' s  t h a t  were planned 
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and I b e l i e v e  it was p r imar i ly  conducted and c o n t r o l l e d  
by t h e  br igade  t h a t  was a t  Duc Pho a r e a  a t  t h e  tinie. And 
they were tasked with t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of conducting t h e  
t r a i n i n g .  

Q That was the  3d Brigade, 4th I n f a n t r y  Division? 

Third of t h e  Fourth,  s ir .  

Q M r .  MACCRATE, do you have any ques t ions  t h a t  
you would l i k e  t o  address  t o  Lieutenant  Colonel KELLEY? 

MR MACCRATE: No, I do no t .  

10: M r . - WEST? 

MR WEST: Nothing. 

10: Major ZYCHOWSKI? 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKX: No, sir.  

10: M r .  WUSH? 

MR WALSH: No. 

I 0  : Colonel KELLEY, before  we conclude t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
s e s s i o n  of t h e  hear ing ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  g ive  you an opportuni ty 
t o  make any s ta tement ,  t o  ask any ques t ion ,  o r  t o  provide 
any information t h a t  you may have which would a s s i s t  us i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  This can be i n  o r a l  form. Sou might 
a l s o  conceivably have some m a t e r i a l s ,  d i r e c t i v e s ,  ' o t h e r  
memoranda, maps, photos,  o r  anything e l s e  t h a t  could be of 
a s s i s t a n c e .  

A.  Yes, sir. I r e a l i z e  you a r e  concerned with j u s t  
t h e  two p o i n t s  t h a t  were d iscussed ,  and it bothered me when 
Major COOP gave me t h e  c a l l  on t h e  15th  of December, which 
was my f i r s t  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  I was t h e  a c t i n g  G 3  a t  the  
t ime, because I had been fol lowing as  w e l l  as I could i n  t h e  
newspapers what was going on about t h e  i n c i d e n t .  And it 
never had occurred t o  me p r i o r  t o  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  I could have 
been t h e  a c t i n g  G 3  a t  t h e  time of t h e  i n c i d e n t .  I t  bothered 
me more t h a t  I could have been and n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  128 body 
count t h a t  was being publ ic ized  and n o t  have any knowledge of 
anything topsy-turvy o r  any a c t i v i t y  which would have 
c e r t a i n l y  concerned t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander, t h e  A D C 1 s ,  and mysel: 
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a s  t h e  a c t i n g  G3, The opera t ions  people i n  t h e  opera t ion  
c e n t e r  should have come t o  me wi th  anything l i k e  this, 
any l a r g e  count.  I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t o  have a cumulative count 
over a 24-hour pe r iod  t h a t  t o t a l s  up t o  128 a t  t h e  end of 
the  day, and you g e t  it i n  l i t t l e  b i t s  and p i e c e s ,  and t h i s  
i s  what I thought might have happened t o  me, a s  t o  why I 
d i d n ' t  r e c a l l  it. But t h e r e  was no g r e a t  d i scuss ion .  My 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  week I was i n  the  G 3  was one of very 
smooth s a i l i n g ,  no p a r t i c u l a r  problems. We were on t h e  
docket f o r  a major b r i e f i n g ,  and it went o f f  okay. I d o n ' t  
ever  r e c a l l  having them with no major f a i l u r e s .  Everything 
was smooth dur ing  t h e  e n t i r e  week I was i n  t h e r e .  

I thought ,  perhaps,  when I was c a l l e d  by Major 
COOP, t h a t  i t  was because of my knowledge and my a s s o c i a t i o n  
with Lieutenant  CALLEY, who was in5used t o  me, t o  my 
b a t t a l i o n ,  some 4 months a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  and whom I 
had assigned a s  an a s s i s t a n t  S5. We had an a r e a  system i n  
t h e  s5 program d e a l i n g  wi th  t h e  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  and 
Vietnamese d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  and we used the  1/46 S5. I used 
Lieutenant  CALLEY t o  a s s i s t  h i m .  Then he eventua l ly  took 
over i n  about a month, and he took over  a s  t h e  S5 f o r  the  
a rea ,  f o r  both b a t t a l i o n s ,  the  1 / 4 6  and 1 / 6 .  He was my S5. 
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  r a t i n g  him. I was given a p i c t u r e  t h a t  I 
dug up where I promoted hirfi t o  f i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t .  I b e l i e v e  
my 3 r a t e d  him. 

Q The 3 r a t e d  t h e  5? 

A. Well, he  had t h e  more d i r e c t  dea l ings  although I 
had a b r i e f i n g  n i g h t l y  with my 5. I wanted a l l  t h e  s t a f f  I 
could have i n  t h e  forward area .  The 3 r a t e d  t h e  5 and t h e  2 .  
NO,  I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  r a t i n g  him, and I th ink  t h e  3 might 
have r a t e d  him s i n c e  he had more d i r e c t  dea l ings  with him. 
The o t h e r  t h i n g  --
Q- ( In te rpos ing)  How d i d  he perform as  t h e  S5, which 
i s  tantamount t o  saying  a  combination of your c i v i l  a f f a i r s  
and PSYOPS o f f i c e r ?  

A. S u r p r i s i n g l y  w e l l ,  once he got  h i s  f e e t  on t h e  
ground, f o r  sorrleone t h a t  had no schooling i n  it. Here he 
was a young second l i e u t e n a n t  with no schooling as  a 5, thrown 
i n  t o  meet wi th  t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  d a i l y ,  go down t o  the  
d i s t r i c t  hendquarters ,  g lean  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  d e a l  with MEDCAPS 
and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  opera t ions ,  schools ,  h o s p i t a i s ,  and refugee 
cen te r s .  And he d i d  remarkably we l l  considering t h a t  he had 
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no experience.  He was e n e r g e t i c .  He d i d  everyth ing  t h a t  
I had t o l d  him t o  do. I kep t  a f t e r  him f o r  more r e s u l t s ,  
and he seemed t o  g e t  them. I can r e c a l l  t h e  nu~iberof 
MEDCAPS w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  high. I know we reached a 
2,500 mark, and I a t t r i b u t e  about 1,500, I would say ,  
when he was i n  t h e  S5.  I would say he was an average 
second l i e u t e n a n t  t r y i n g  t o  do a job t h a t  he was unfami l ia r  
wi th  and doing it s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  a s  f a r  a s  I was coccerned. 
We had a good program going p r i o r  t o  h i s  t a k i n g  over.  
H e  continued it. H e  d i d n ' t  come up wi th  anything s t a r t l i n g l y  
new i n  t h e  S 5  program. 

Q I n  t h e  back of your mind has anything come t o  
l i g h t  t h a t  he might have s a i d  o r  t h a t  anybody e l s e  might 
have s a i d  about anything he might have done i n  My Lai ( 4 )  
on t h e  16 th  of March, 1968? 

A. Not a s i n g l e  t h i n g ,  s i r .  I had s e v e r a l  meetings 
wi th  him a t  n i g h t .  He was concerned about the  job, t h a t  
he wasn ' t  capable of doing as  good a job a s  I wanted, because 
I th ink  I might have chewed him o u ~a few times over t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  g e t  enough sandbags f i l l e d  by indigenous 
personnel ,  o r  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  g e t  enough p r o t e c t i v e  wire  
around a c e r t a i n  v i l l a g e ,  o r  why he d i d n ' t  have more food 
f o r  a  search  and cordon t h a t  we had conducted. He came t o  
me one n i g h t ,  I can r e c a l l ,  saying  t h a t  I ought t o  f i n d  
someone e l s e  f o r  t h e  S5 job, t h a t  he would l i k e  t o  
volunteer  t o  go back t o  t h e  f i e l d .  He w a s n ' t  very vehement 
about t h i s .  I t a l k e d  t o  him f o r  a  whi le ,  and he went back 
and continued t o  do a s a t i s f a c t o r y  job. There was no 
i n d i c a t i o n  of any previous problems a t  a l l .  

MR MACCRATE: Colonel KELLEY, when d i d  Lieutenant  CALLEY 
become your S5? 

A. I c a n ' t  f i n d  anything t h a t  I have t h a t  would 
i n d i c a t e  t h i s .  I would have t o  back up d a t e s  and s e e .  
Probably t h e  middle of September, around i n  t h e r e .  Tha t ' s  
j u s t  a guess. 

A. 1968, t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q Did you have an opportuni ty t o  in terv iew him 
before  he came on t o  t h i s  pos t?  

A, Yes, p r i o r  t o  a s s ign ing  him I d i d .  He was 

(KELLEY) APP T-38 

FOR OFFICIAL U S 3  ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE OMLY 


ass igned t o  my b a t t a l i o n  without  in terv iew,  i n  t h e  i n f u s i o n  
program. Seldom d i d  you g e t  a chance t o  in te rv iew and t ake  
your choice of who came t o  your b a t t a l i o n .  

Q • This  i n f u s i o n  program and h i s  assignment t o  your 
b a t t a l i o n ,  when d i d  t h a t  t ake  p lace?  

A. I would say about a month before  the  d a t e  I j u s t  
mentioned--what w a s  it, September--because I had h i m  a s  an 
a s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  o t h e r  S 5 .  I probably c a r r i e d  him on t h e  
r o l l s  a s  my S5, b u t  t h e  man i n  charge of t h e  a r e a  was 
another  S5 from the o t h e r  b a t t a l i o n ,  who l a t e r  became a 
br igade  S5. 

Q- What a r e a  d i d  he opera te  i n  a s  S5, what geographi- 
c a l  a rea?  

A. This  was t h e  Chu Lai complex, sir. 

I 0: Tha t ' s  about 2 5  k i lometers  away. 

MR MACCRATE: Y e s ,  I understand t h a t .  

A.  The a r e a  of primary importance t o  us w a s  Chu Lai 
and nor th  almost t o  Baldy. There is a br idge  be fo re  you g e t  
t o  Baldy. 

Q- So it was e n t i r e l y  removed a t  a l l  t i m e s  from t h e  e 

a r e a  of opera t ions  wi th  which we a r e  concerned on 16 March? 

A. Y e s ,  b u t  --
Q. ( In te rpos ing)  He would not  have been dea l ing  wi th  
any of t h e  l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  who had j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  t h e  
Son Tinh area?  

A. Not those  s p e c i f i c  o f f i c i a l s ,  s i r ,  b u t  he re  he 
was dea l ing  wi th  o f f i c i a l s  very c lose  by, and t h e i r  means of 
communication were very good. Highway 1 was open a l l  the  
time except  i n  t h e  n i g h t s .  And i t ' s  beyond me, i f  t h e r e  
was an a t r o c i t y  o r  soce th ing  down t h a t  c l o s e  t h a t  could be 
assoc ia ted  wi th  him, why it d i d n ' t  fol low up t h e  l i n e ,  
because he g o t  a long good and had a good r e p u t a t i o n  with 
a l l  t h e  Vietnamese o f f i c i a l s  working f o r  me. There was 
no --
Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Do you have any informat ion  t h a t  
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would i n  any way suggest  t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  Vietnamese would 
know a  p a r t i c u l a r  member of t h e  American f o r c e s  t h a t  was 
involved i n  any such i n c i d e n t ?  Are you assuming t h a t  they 
would know something about i t ?  I d o n ' t  see anything t h a t  
would sugges t  such information would become know^ t o  t h e  
l o c a l  d i s t r i c t s .  

A. You a r e  poss ib ly  c o r r e c t .  I ' m  s u r e  it would 
come o u t  t h a t  he had come t o  me from t h e  11th  Brigade i n  
h i s  conversa t ions  with Vietnamese. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  they would 
know t h a t  much. P a s t  t h a t ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  unless  it 
came up i n  conversa t ion ,  they would know what company. 
Discussions were q u i t e  open wi th  t h e  Vietnamese o f f i c i a l s . '  

10: Does anybody have anything e l s e ?  

(No response. ) 

W e  would l i k e  t o ,  i n  t e rmina t ing  t h i s ,  j u s t  
caut ion  you again with some of t h e  informat ion  you received 
i n  t h e  beginning,  Colonel KELLEY, about n o t  d i scuss ing  
with o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  your testimony i n  connection with 
t h i s  hea r ing ,  with t h e  except ion of what you might be 
r equ i red  t o  do i n  o f f i c i a l  capac i ty  o r  be fo re  appropr ia t e  
j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  bodies .  

Do you have any o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  you want t o  
inform us about? 

A. Nothing p e r t i n e n t ,  sir. I dug up a l l  t h e  newspapers 
t h a t  I could f i n d  a t  t h a t  t ime. Here 's  a n o t e  I wrote t o  my 
wife  on t h e  morning of 1 7  March, Sunday morning: "Things 
a r e  f i n e .  No news on t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  " That  was a t  the  t i m e  
I was t a k i n g  a t  t h e  time-- 

MR MACCRATE: ( In te rpos ing)  Well, i f  t h e r e  i s  anything i n  
those m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  events  of 1 6  March --
A. ( In te rpos ing)  Only conspicuous by i t s  absence, 
sir. I c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  a  th ing .  

10: A l l  r i g h t .  Thank you. 

This  hear ing  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  t ime. 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1602 hours ,  23 December 
1969. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 


WITNESS: KOSTER, Samuel W., MG 


DATES OF TESTIMONY: 15, 16 December 1969 


PLACE OF TESTIMONY,: Pentagon 


WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: (1) Negligence in complying with, 

dereliction in complying with, or direct m e n c e  

to orders and regulations pertaining to the reporting and 

investigating of "war crimestt. (2) Suppression of or 

contribution to the suppression of information pertaining 

to the possible unlawful killing of civilians at My Lai (4) 

and vicinity on or about 16 March 1968. 


COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Commanding General 

of the America1 Division. 


1. PRIOR TRAINING IN RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 


a. Xnstructions in the rules of land warfare. 


All the brigades in the division were given a 

five day orientation on the ttmusts" people had to have 

"in-country", (pg. 113). The orientation opened with 

a half hour address by General KOSTER stressing: 


(1) that we were not only allies with the 

Vietnamese but really guests in their country; 


(2') that the Vietnamese had certain laws and 

rights which wbomlhduld respect; 


(3) that the Vietnamese were a people who needed 
all the help and consideration which we could give them; 

(4) that we had to be particularly careful when 

fighting in the built up areas which existed in the area 

of operations; and 
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(5) that part of,our mission was to convert 

additional Vietnamese to the Government cause (pg. 113). 


This was followed by an hour's instruction from a JAG 
officer detailing the treatment of combatants, noncombatants 
and PW's (pg. 113) . In addition, personnel were given the 
following cards: "Nine Rules", "The Enemy in Your Hands", 
and "Guidance for Commanders in Vietnam" (pg. 114) . This 
in-country training, coupled with the "great deal" of 
training in the rules of engagement given the brigade 
in Hawaii, made KOSTER believe that the brigade's personnel 
were well indoctrinated in the rules of land warfare (pg.115). 

b. Division policies concerning noncombatants. 


Policies relative to the burning of villages. 


There was a very strong policy against burning 
villages (pg. 15) . Before a house could be burned, the 
approval of one of the generals of the division was needed 
(pg. 97). This was stressed at a meeting in January of 
1968 (pg. 97) . While Colonel HENDERSON might not have 
attended this meeting, KOSTER was certain that the former 
CO of the 11th Brigade, General LIPSCOMB, was there (pg.97). 
The burning of a village should have been reported (pg. 79). 

(2) Policies concerning the use of artillery fire. 


Normally, artillery fire could only be used to 

prep a landing zone (pg. 15). It could be used within a 

village, but this was to be avoided if at all possible 

(pgs. 15, 16). Even harassing fire was limited to those 
areas where there was a worthwhile target (pg. 16). There 
was no distinction in this policy between those areas 
considered GVN controlled and those areas considered VC 
controlled (pg. 16) . 

Policies regarding the use of gunships. 


The targets which gunships could engage were 

persons carzying arms,persons committing hostile acts, 

and persons wearing military equipment of any type (pg. 16). 

Military-age males attempting to escape in an area'where 

there were few noncombatants could be taken under fire 

(pg. 16). Targets would not have included obvious non- 

combatants who were not committing hostile acts or who 
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were merely leaving the village (pg. 17) . 
(4) Types of destruction pedisible . 

Field fortifications, tunnel complexes, or 

strictly enemy camps could be summarily destroyed (pg.16). 


( 5 )  Violation of these policies at My Lai. 

If instructions were issued to place artillery 

fire on the village or to burn it, this would have been in 

vibAation of KOSTER1s instructions, policies, and orders 

(pg. 20). He did not know of any instances where hootches 

were burned or villages were razed (pg..lO8). 


2. ASSAULT ON MY BBI. 


a. Activities of KOSTER on the day of the assault. 


(1) Meeting with HENDERSON at LZ Dottie. 


KOSTER did not recall overflying the operation 
on the 16th (pg. 17) . He did not r e m e e r  a meeting with 
HENDERSON at 0930 at LZ Dottie where HENDERSON told ' 

KOSTER he had seen two VC KIA, as well as six to eight 

noncombatant casualties (pg. 18). He did not remember 

telling HENDERSON to stop unnecessary killing of civilians 

(pg. 18). Nor does he remember two RF/PF1s who had been 

brought to Dottie as VC suspects (pg. 18). He did not recall 

speaking to HENDERSON on the night of the 16th but at some 

time HENDERSON did tell him that 20 noncombatant casualties 

had resulted from the operation. He expressed concern over 

this (pg. 38). 


Meeting with others. 

-

KOSTER believed he saw either BARKER or CALHOUN 

at LZ Dottie. He was informed that civilian casualties had 

been inflicted during the course of the operation (pg. 31). 

However, he did not have any recollection of the events 

at LZ Dottie or with whom he met (pg. 31). 
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h. KOSTER1s knowledge ,of'the operation during t h e  
operation.  

KDSl!ER never had t h e  impression t h a t  C Company had 
much opposi t ion in My Lai  Cpg. 1331. However,he d id  not  
know the  enemy s i t u a t i o n  p r i o r  t o  .the a r r i v a l  of t he  gun- 
sh ips  (pg. 133).  H e  d id  no t  r e c a l l  hearing t h a t  the  LZ 
was f i r s t  cold and then ho t  (pg. 19) .  H e  was not  su re  of 
the  u n i t  from which the  gunships came and doubted t h a t  it 
was recorded (pg. 1 4 ) .  

c.  KOSTER1s conntermand of HENDERSON'S order t o  
MEDINA t o  sweep back throuqh My Lai. 

KOSTER d i d  no t  r e c a l l  whether he received the  
information t h a t  a resweep had been ordered from BARKER 
o r  from monitoring the  net .  He believed t h a t  t h e  countemand 
order  was given t o  BARKER (pg. 2 6 ) .  The l a t enes s  of t he  
hour (approximately 1530) coupled with the  f a c t s  t h a t  the  
troops would have t o  r i s k  passing through a minefield and 
t h a t  they were not  q u a l i f i e d  t o  determine the  cause of 
death of the  nancombatant c a s u a l t i e s  were the  considerations 
which caused KOSTER t o  countermand the  order (pg. 25) .  H e  
d id  give the  mat ter  some consideration before making t h i s  
decis ion (pg. 28). While it was not  normal f o r  him t o  
in tercededin such a s i t u a t i o n ,  he f e l t  t h a t  taking on t h i s  
mission on the  spur of t he  moment would be dangerous 
(pg. 28).  The countermand was no t  meant t o  preclude 
HENDERSON from sending troops back through My Lai a t  any 
time a f t e r  the  16th (pg. 36). Aero-scout teams could have 
been used t o  gain the  information (pg. 35). 

3. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

a. What KOSTER was t o l d  about the  operation.  

- (1) . THOMPSON'S repor t .  

.KOSTER never spoke t o  M r .  THOMPSON and could no t  
r e c a l l  speaking t o  Major WATKE o r  Colonel HOLLADAY concerning 
the  inc iden t  .(pg. 42) . However, KOSTER thought he go t  
THOMPSON'S r epo r t  midday on the  17th (pg. 49) ,  and t h i s i w a s  
what prompted the investigatikon (pg. 32).  A s  KOSTER under- 
stood it, THOMPSON had complained t h a t ,  cons.idering t h e  oppos- 
i t i o n  on the ground, t he re  was more shooting then'was required 
(pg. 4 ) . .  ~ok . eve r ,  t o  KOSTER1s knowledge, THOMPSON had .not . 

seen any c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d  (pg. 33) .  KOSTER 
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wondered how THOMPSON could determine from a h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  
t o o  much f irepower was being used (pg. 33) .  He was a l s o  
t o l d  t h a t  THOMPSON had landed and had argued wi th  an o f f i c e r  
on t h e  ground a s  t o  whether o r  n o t  t h e  evacuat ion  of non-
combatant c a s u a l t i e s  was a  proper  mission f o r  a gunship 
IPg. 4 1 ) .  KOSTER d i d  n o t  know t h a t  THOMPSON had landed i n  
f r o n t  of U.S. t roops  (pg. 46) .  He knew t h a t  t h e  gunship 
landed t o  evacuate an o l d  man and some women and chidren  
(pg. 4 3 ) .  He thought  t h a t  such a use  of  t h e  gunship was 
unusual (pg. 47) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  being t o l d  of  
THOMPSON'S a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  he had seen a l c a p t a i n  shoot  a 
Vietnamese woman (pg. 50) .  o r  t h a t  a gunship had f i r e d  i n t o  
c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 4 3 ) ,  o r  t h a t  an i n d i v i d u a l  had been seen 
shoot ing  i n t o  a d i t c h  conta in ing bodies (pg. 43) .  I t  d id  
n o t  come up t h a t  U.S. f o r c e s  had k i l l e d  people'marked by 
smoke f o r  evacuat ion  (pg. 43) .  I t  never occurred t o  
KOSTER t h a t  America1 f o r c e s  were shoot ing  c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 4 2 )  . 

Report of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s .  

KOSTER knew of 20-30 noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  
on t h e  day of t h e  opera t ion  (pgs. 30, 55, 6 5 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  who f i r s t  t o l d  him about it (pg. 30) .  H e  was never 
aware cf more c a s u a l t i e s  than  t h i s  (pg. 65) .  He never g o t  
a t h r e e  by f i v e  ca rd  from HENDERSON showing a break down of  
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  by age and s e x  (pgs. 55, 5 9 ) .  H e  d i d  
no t  r e c a l l  t h a t  Colonel HOLLADAY ever  mentioned 90-100 
c a s u a l t i e s  (pg. 68) . 

( 3 )  Discussion of  body count t o  weapons r a t i o  
and body count  t o  U.S. c a s u a l t y  r a t i o .  

KOSTER d i d  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember whether 
o r  no t  t h e  body count  t o  weapons r a t i o  o r  body count  t o  
U.S. c a s u a l t y  r a t i o  were ever  d iscussed (pg. 23) .  The normal 
r a t i o  was one weapon f o r  t h r e e  K I A ' s  (pg. 2 3 ) ,  t h u s ,  t h e  
My Lai r a t i o  was considered d i f f e r e n t  (pg. 2 4 ) .  H e  could 
n o t  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  General YOUNG about t h e  r a t i o  (pg.24) 
He d i d  n o t  remember r e c e i v i n g  a r e p o r t  on t h e  e f f e c t  of 
t h e  gunship f i re  o r  t h a t  69 people had been k i l l e d  by t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  p rep  (pgs. 21, 57)  . He thought t h a t  t h e  20 
c i v i l i a n s  r epor ted  dead were i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  128 body 
count (pg. 3 5 ) .  
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( 4 )  Information rece ived from BARKER concerning 
t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

BARKER was asked about  THOMPSON'S 
a l l e g a t i o n s  (pg. 53) .  H e  r epor ted  tha t  e i t h e r  he o r  
CALHOUN had been above t h e  a r e a  a l l  day and had n o t  seen 
any unusual f i r i n g  o r  i n c i d e n t s  (pg. 53) .  BARKER made no 
mention of  o rde r ing  a s t o p  t o  t h e  burning o r  t h e  prevent ion  
o f  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  (pg. 53) .  BARKER gave every 
assurance t h a t  nothing had taken p lace  (pg. 5 3 ) .  

(5)  Information rece ived  from t h e  G2. 

KOSTER w a s  never informed by t h e  G2 t h a t  VC 
u n i t s  had depar ted  My Lai  on t h e  morning of  t h e  15 th  
(pg. 5 2 ) .  It would have taken a t  leas t  t w o  days f o r  such 
informat ion  t o  reach him (pg. 52) . 

( 6 )  Burning of  hamlets.  

I t  was never c a l l e d  t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  
s i x  hamlets  w e r e  burned dur ing  t h e  My Lai  opera t ion  (pg. 20) .  

b. The a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  of Task Force Barker. 

(1) Reason why noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  were n p t  
repor ted .  

The a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  of  Task Force Barker 
made no mention of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  because KOSTER's 
opera t ions  o f f i c e r  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was a requirement t o  
r e p o r t  them (pgs. 35, 3 6 ) .  KOSTER was t o l d  by h i s  opera t ions  
o f f i c e r  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  no n e c e s s i t y  t o  make such r e p o r t s  
(pg. 37) .  H e  was s l i g h t l y  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  a requirement d i d  
n o t  e x i s t  (pg. 3 7 ) .  

- (2) . KOSTER's f a m i l i a r i t y  wi th  t h e  r e p o r t .  

The f i r s t  t i m e  KOSTER saw the a f t e r  a c t i o n  
r e p o r t  was a t '  t h e  C I D  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 86) . A s  a ma t t e r  
of  r o u t i n e ,  such r e p o r t s  were n o t  brought  t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  
(pg. 86) .  The c o n t e n t  of such r e p o r t s  .was .u s u a l l y  brought 
o u t  a t  b r i e f i n g s  (pg. 86) . It was -abnormal f o r  t h e  r e p o r t  t o  
cover  only  one day of a t h r e e  t o  f o u r  day opera t ion  (pg. 87) .  
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4. REPORTS COVERING INVESTIGATION. 

HENDERSON'S oral report. 

(1) Initiation of the report. 

YOUNG gave KOSTER THOMPSON'S report which YOUNG 
had received through WATKE and HOLLADAY (pg. 47). KOSTER 
directed that an interrogation of all those involved in or 
having knowledge of the My Lai action be made (pgs. 44, 45). 
He wanted an in-depth investigation to determine whether or 
not a formal inquiry was warranted (pg. 45). Wrftten 
statements were not necessary at this point (pg. 45). The 
investigation was to begin immediately, but.no completion 
date was set (pg. 45). KOSTER had two main concerns in 
ordering this investigation: (1) to determine whether or 
not excessive fire had been employed by the ground forces, 
the gunships, or the artillery; and (2) to look into the 
confrontation between the officer on the ground and THOMPSON 
(pg. 46). The unnecessary killing of noncombatants was not 
part d this investigation because KOSTER did not realize 
that this was an allegation (pg. 49). 

(2) YOUNG'S participation in the investigation. 

YOUNG was asked to follow through on the 
investigation (pg. 67). KOSTER felt that YOUNG was in-
volved in the investigation to the same extent he was 
(pg. 127). It was YOUNG'S job to supervise the investigation 
(pg. 128). 

( 3 )  HENDERSON'S interrogation of THOMPSON. 

KOSTER was informed of THOMPSON'S interview 
with HENDERSON by YOUNG (pgs. 39, 54). HENDERSON had found 
discrepancies in THOMPSON'S story (pgs. 39, 54). THOMPSON 
had seen the troops firing and had seen 20 civilians casualties; 
from this he had drawn some unwarranted conclusions (pgs. 
39, 54). HENDERSON did not place much credence in the story 
because THOMPSON was an excitable young man (pgs. 39, 54) 
On hearing that THOMPSON'S story was entitled to less 
weight, KOSTER felt relieved because he had originally 
feared that there had been excess firing which had possibly 
caused civilian casualties (pg. 6-6). 
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(4) Presentation of the report. 


KOSTER received HENDERSON'S report piece- 
meal (pg. 56) . Part of it was received from HENDERSON 
and part was relayed through YOUNG (pgs. 56, 57). KOSTER 
did not recall a formal wrap-up of the report (pg. 56). 

(5) Thoroughness of the report. 


In the course of making these periodic 

reports, HENDERSON indicated that he had interrogated all 

of the aviator@ who had been.over the area that day 

(pgs: 55, 74). platoon leaders, platoon sergeants, some 

men In the company, BARKER and CALHOUN (pg:55). KOSTER 
felt that HENDERSON,interrogated the persons responsible for 
the operation and a cross-section of aviation and ground 
personnel (pg. 74). HENDERSON did not take any sworn 
statements (pg. 56). KOSTER was under the impression that 
HENDERSON had made an in-depth report (pg. 56). KOSTER 
felt that HENDERSON'S investigation would have found things 
of even less magnitude than My Lai (pg. 74) . 

(6) Content of the report. 


HENDERSON stated that nothing he had received 
would prove conclusively that there had been excessive 
firing (pgs. 56, 74). No further requirements were placed 
on HENDERSON (pg. 74) . KOSTER did not recall HENDERSON 
reducing this report to writing (pg. 92). 

b. HENDERSON'S report of 24 April 1968. 


HENDERSON was asked to put his oral report in 
writing to :rebut VC allegations of an atrocity (See 
inclosures to Exhibit R-1) (pg. 84). KOSTER wanted to 
document everything that HENDERSON had found in the oral 
report (pg. 84). Because HENDERSON'S report of 24 April 
1968 dealt'only with the VC propgganda pamphlet and did not 
review the evidence uncovered in his former investigation, 
it was deemed inadequate (pg . 83). 

c. 'The formal report (BARKER'S) . 
(1) Initiating the investigation. 


Because of the inadequacy of the report of 

24 April 1968, KOSTER o'rdered a formal investigation to be 
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conducted by HENDERSON (pg. 87). KOSTER thought 

HENDERSON could perform the investigation because he was 

not the immediate commander of the unit being investigated 


. (BARKER'S) (pg. 80). The order for the formal investigation 
was given abobt the 7th or 8th of May and was directed to 
either YOUNG or PARSON (pgs. 79, 80). KOSTER intended that 
orders be cut for the investigation, but does not believe 
this was done (pg. 79). He did not recall any response 
from HENDERSON to thisxorder (pg. 81). KOSTER discovered 
that BARKER had done much of this investigation (pg. 87). 

Receipt of the.report. 


(a) Appearance of the report. 


The report was received about the 14th or 
15th of May (pg. 87). It contained statements by platoon 
leaders, platoon sergeants, company commanders, and some 
aviators (pg. 87). A statement by WATKE was possibly 
included (pg. 88) . .The bulk of the report was statements 
(pg. 88). It was about 20-25 pages long and had a clip 

at the top (pg . 91). 

(b) Log entries of the report. 


The report was not logged into the 

division (pg. 89). This would not be abnormal if it was 

hand delivered (pg. 89). If it had been hand delivered, 

it should have been entered in PARSON'S log.(pg. 89). 


(c) Distribution of copies of the report. 


KOSTER did not know how many copies 
of the report were submitted or where any copies might 
be filed (pg. 90). He did not forward a copy to higher 
headquarters (pg. 90) . 

(3')  Content of the report. 

The report agreed with the conclusions of 

HENDERSON'S previous inquiry (pg. 88). It! stated that 

there had'not been excessive firing causing undue casualties 

to noncombatants (pg. 88). The report did not mention more 

than 20 noncombatant casualties (pg. 88). HENDERSON 

endorsed the document, stating that he agreed with its 

conclusions and recommendations (pg. 88). 
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( 4 )  Discussions of the report. 

KOSTER did not recall discussing the 
report with HENDERSON (pg. 89) and did not recall 
receiving any comment about it from the SJA 'or IG of the 
division (pg. 91). He discussed the report with YOUNG 
and PARSON who agreed that it was a sufficient investigation 
for the time being (pg. 89) . KOSTER, YOUNG, and PARSON also 
discussed the fact that BARKER, whose unit was concerned, 
had made this report. It was concluded that this did not 
warrant another investigation (pg. 91). KOSTER reiterated 
these events several times during his testimony and'did 
not believe he recalled them as a result of his telephone 
conversations with HENDERSON (pgs. 92, 124, 128, 130, 131). 

d. Report to General CUSHMAN) . 
KOSTER believed he told General CUSHMAN, one of 

his deputies, or another visitor from I11 MAF that there 
had been VC propaganda which was being investigated (pg.38). 
He believed he discussed the allegation with CUSHMAN in a 
general manner (pg. 50) . 

e. Report to the Province Chief. 


After receiving BARKER'S report, KOSTER went to 

the province chief to inform him that the allegation had been 

investigated (pg. 93). The province chief looked upon it 

as VC propaganda and took no stock in the village chief's 

report because the latter did not live in the village 

(pg. 93). KOSTER also mentioned the report oT the 

investigation to General LAM (pg. 94). 


5. OTHER INFORMATION. 


a. KOSTER's telephone communication with HENDERSON 

prior to this investigation. 


KOSTER had three telephone conversations with 

HENDERSON prior to this investigation (pg. 5). They 

discussed: 


(1) THOMPSON'S report (pg. 5); 

(2) the countermand of HENDERSON'S order to 
sweep back through My Lai (pg. 6)1 
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(3) the reports submitted by HENDERSON (pg. 7) . 
HENDERSON told KOSTER that, as he understood it, the report 

of 24 ~pril was to encompass only the VC propaganda statement 

(pg. 8). HENDERSON also told him that BARKER had conducted 
the formal investigation (pg. 9) . 

b. KOSTER's assessment of HENDERSON and BARKER. 


KOSTER thought HENDERSON was a brave and strong 

leader, although not necessarily the most intelligent of 

his brigade commanders (pg. 106). He thought BARKER had a 
I
good staff, did a good job and knew what was going on in 

the task force (pg. 117). He planned to give BARKER a 

battalion as soon as one became available (pg. 117). 


c. Other problems confronting KOSTER at this time. 


The division was in transition to a TOE unit 

(pg. 111). Operations Norfolk Victory and Burlington Trail,: 
going on in the north,occupied a considerable amount of his 
time (pgs. 109, 110). The SBA and IG were new (pg. 111). 
He was training new battalions (pg. 109 . He was getting an 
aviation unit started (pg. 112). 

d. Reasons why KOSTER thought MACV Directive 20-4 

did not apply. 


KOSTER is now familiar with MACV ~irective 20-4, 

but was not completely familiar with it previously (pg.100). 

At the time of the incident, he felt that the regulation 

did not apply since what had been alleged was not a war 

crime, but, instead, civilian casualties inflicted during 

a oontested operation (pg. 100). He felt that the letter 

from the village chief did not allege a war crime for the 

following reasons: 


(1) the information came from a VC area; 


(2) it did not jibe with the information coming 

in from HENDERSON'S investigation; 


(3) the allegations concerned many more civilian 

casualties than the number of civilians reported living 

in the area; and 


(4) the document was not given importance by the 
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D i s t r i c t  Chief (pgs.  101, 102) .  

H e  was n o t  s u r e  whether o r  n o t  t h e  v i l l a g e  ch i e f  was eve r  
ques t ioned regard ing  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 101),  

e. Document e n t i t l e d  "Safeguarding Noncombatants" 
pu t  o u t  by t h e  A m e r i c a 1  Divis ion.  

AS a r e s u l t  of t h e  My Lai  a c t i o n ,  a l e t te r ,  e n t i t l e d  
"The Safeguarding .of Noncombatants" was addressed t o  a l l  
commanders (pg. 9 6 ) .  It  went o u t  over  KOSTER's pe rsona l  
s i g n a t u r e  because he a t t a ched  g r e a t  importance t o  it 
(pg. 9 8 ) .  H e  was d i s t u r b e d  about  t h e  20 c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s  he knew about and wanted emphasis p laced on t h e  ' 

s u b j e c t  of  noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  (pg. 96 ) .  

f .  The disbanding of  Task Force Barker.  

The t a s k  f o r c e  was disbanded i n  t h e  middle of  
Apr i l  (pg. 9 8 ) .  Th is  was done because t h e  11 th  Brigade 
had rece ived  i t s  f o u r t h  b a t t a l i o n  (pg. 98) . T a c t i c a l  
cons ide ra t i ons  were t h e  only  reason f o r  d isbanding it. 
(pg. 9 8 ) .  
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EXHIBIT 

NUMBER 


-


-


M- 3 


M-4 


M-6 


M-7 


R-1 


R- 2 


EXHIBITS 


DESCRIPTION 

ctlve 20 4 
-

M A ~ Vni i - e c t ~ v ~  3
575-
MACV Card "Nine Rules" 

MACV Card "Enemy in 
Your Hands 


MACV Card 

"Guide for commanders" 


America1 log 

WESTMORELAND'S letter 
to KOSTER 

HENDERSON ' s Report 

BARKER' s Report 

C 

. . 

NOTES PAGES 
Wit was not 

positive he was 

completely familiar 

with this. Wit was 

questioned from 

document. 100,104 

Wit recognized 

document, 100 

Wit recognized 

card. 114 

Wit recognized 

card. 114 


Wit recognized 

exhibit. 114 

Wit questioned 21, 22, 

from 10s. 29 

Wit questioned 

concerning documen :,!I9 

Wit questioned 77-79, 

from exhibit. 83 

Wit questioned 

from exhibit, 77-79 
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SUMMARY OF RECALL TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: KOSTER, Samuel W. MG 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 18 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: (1) F a i l u r e  t o  r e p o r t  a l l e g e d  
suspected  o r  apparent  war crimes i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  MACV 
Regulation 20-4; ( 2 )  Dere l i c t ion  of duty i n  f a i l i n g  t o  a c t  
on r e p o r t s  and information concerning t h e  unlawful k i l l i n g  
o f  c i v i l i a n s  by American t roops  a t  My La i ;  ( 3 )  Withholding 
o f  iaEormation and f a l s e  swearing while  be fo re  t h e  Peers  ' 

committee on 15 and 16 December 1969; and ( 4 )  Suppression 
and conspiracy t o  suppress  informat ior  and r e p o r t s  concerning 
the unlawful k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s  by American t roops  a t  
My Lai .  

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Commanding General of  
t h e  America1 ~ i v i s i o n  . 

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

a. Divis ion p lans  f o r  r e s i d e n t s  o f  P i n k v i l l e .  

There were never any p lans  t o  remove t h e  .popula t ion  
from t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  (pg. 206) .  The v i l l a g e  was i n  an 
a r e a  of  ARVN concern and t h e  d i v i s i o n  would n o t  have taken it 
upon i t s e l f  t o  r e l o c a t e  t h e s e  people (pg. 206) .  He doubted 
t h a t  he would have encouraged t h e  ARVN's t o  move these people 
a s  it was d i f f i c u l t  t o  p lace  them (pg. 207 )  . 

b. Plans f o r  t h e  My Lai. opera t ion .  , . 

Although h e  never rece ived  w r i t t e n  p lans  f o r  t h e  
My L a i  opera t ion  and was n o t  b r i e f e d  about  t h e  p lan  i n  
d e t a i l ,  he was c e r t a i n  t h a t  General LIPSCOMB t o l d  him of t h e  
mission and t h e  genera l  t a c t i c a l  p lan  (pga. 200, 2 0 1 )  . Any 
b a t t a l i o n - s i z e  opera t ion  would have t o  be r e f -e r red  t o  
YOSTER f o r  t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  of  'd jx is ion  resources  (pg. 200) .* .  
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He d i d  n o t  know the name of t h e  v i l l a g e  i n t o  which t h e  
opera t ion  was going and was never informed of  an i n t e n t i o n  
t o  burn hootches or des t roy  l i v e s t o c k  and every l i v i n g  t h i n g  
(pg. 203) 

2 .  ASSAULT ON MY LA1 . 
a .  ~ c ' t i v i t i e ' ~0.f 'KOSTER 'o'n' ' the day of t h e  a s s a u l t .  

~ l t h o u g hKOSTER r e c a l l e d  an i n s t a n c e  where VC 
suspects  turned  o u t  t o  be PF1s ,  he d i d  n o t  r e l a t e  t h i s  t o  
t h e  My ~ a io p e r a t i o n  (pg. 170) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  HENDERSON 
t e l l i n g  him a t  LZ ~ o t t i et h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  
i n  an opera t ion  Cpg. 170) .  He was no t  t o l d  a s p e c i f i c  
number o f  K I A ' s  due t o  a r t i l l e r y  (pg. 1 7 2 )  . He d i d  n o t  know 
why he asked about  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  o t h e r  than  h i s  
genera l  concern fo r  c i v i l i a n s  i n  a populated a r e a  (pg. 172) . 
He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  anything HENDERSON o r  anyone e l s e  might 
have t o l d  h i m  about  t h e  opera t ion  on t h e  occasion of  h i s  
being a t  Dot t i e  (pg. 172) .  He d i d  no t  remember anything 
t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  at LZ Dot t i e  and could n o t  r e c a l l  BARKER 
re tu rn ing  t o  t h e  LZ while  he was t h e r e  (pg. 1 7 1 )  . He d i d  
no t  r e c a l l  landing  a t  My Lai during t h e  opera t ion ,  and he 
d i d  no t  r e c a l l  e v e r  landing  during an opera t ion  which was 
i n  progress  (pgs, 174, 175) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  
HENDERSON a t  LZ Bronco on t h e  af ternoon of  t h e  16th  o r  t o  
General DOLEMAN on t h e  17th  (pgs. 175, 181) . KOSTER 
remembered no d i scuss ion  with BARKER o r  anyone e l s e  a t  
LZ Dot t i e  a t  1645 (pgs. 177, 178, 193) .  However, he d i d  
s e e  Cnar l i e  Company r e t u r n  (pg.. 193) .  He rece ived  word 
from HENDERSON t h a t  20 c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  sometime during 
t h e  opera t ion ,  b u t  could n o t  remember when it was Cpg. 174) 
He d id  n o t  r e c a l l  ovz r f ly ing  t h e  a rea  and see ing  a v i l l a g e  
on f i r e  e i t h e r  on t h e  16 th ,  17 th ,  o r  18th  (pgs.  173, 194) .  
He could n o t  remember being a t  LZ ~ o t t i eon t h e  af te rnoon of  
t h e  18th (pg. 192) .  The f i r s t  t h i n g  he r e c a l l e d  being t o l d  
about t h e  opera t ion  was t h a t  someone had h i t  a boobytrap 
(pgs. 171, 172) . 

h. KOSTERts countermand of HENDERSON'S o r d e r  t o  resweep 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

While he  d i d  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e l a t e  h i s  countermand 
o r d e r  t o  t h e  My L a i  opera t ion ,  he d id  r e c a l l  overhearing 
a d i scuss ion  between a company commander and CALHOUN con-
cerning a t r o o p  movement l a t e  i n  t h e  day (pg. 1 7 6 ) .  A t  the 
t i m e  he was f l y i n g  between Quang ~ g a iand Chu ~ a i(pg. 176) . 
The t roops were t o  move back i n t o  an a r e a ,  n o t  t o  make a body 
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count,  b u t  t o  a s c e r t a i n  how people had been k i l l e d  (pg. 176) .  
MEDINA w a s  arguing t h a t  it would be impossible  t o  go back 
t o  f i g u r e  o u t  how these  people had been k i l l e d  because t h e i r  
bodies were s o  mangled (.pg. 177) . MEDINA s a i d  t h a t  t h e  
20 t o  24 c i v i l i a n s  involved were k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  (pg.177). 
KOSTER d i d  n o t  t h i n k  people should be moving a t  t h i s  time 
o f  day and thus  countermanded t h e  o r d e r  (pgs. 175, 176) . He 
i s sued  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  the  br igade commander t o  be informed 
of  t h i s  (pg. 177) .  H i s  countermand o r d e r  only appl ied  t o  t h a t  
time pe r iod  and no t  t o  t h e  next  day (pg. 219) .  

3.  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

a. What KOSTER Was t o l d  about THOMPSON'S repor t .  

(1) S e t t i n g  f o r  r e c e i p t  of t h e  r e p o r t .  

KOSTER r e c a l l e d  t h a t  when he  f i r s t  heard 
about THOMPSON'S r e p o r t  PARSON was wi th  YOUNG (pg. 1 8 6 ) .  
YOUNG t o l d  the s t o r y  (pg. 186) . I t  WAS approximately 
.-noontime on t h e  '17th (pg: 181) .  YOUNG w a s  r e l ay ing  what 
he had been t o l d  by HOLLADAY and WATKE (pg. 1 4 0 )  . KOSTER 
r e c a l l e d  being t o l d  of ind i sc r imina te  f i r i n g  on t h e  p a r t  of  
ground t roops  and of  some d i f f i c u l t y  between a p i l o t  and a 
ground commander (pg. 182) . 

(2)  The a l l e g a t i o n  of i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  f i r i n g .  

With r e spec t  t o  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  ind i sc r imina te  
f i r i n g  t h e r e  was no i n d i c a t i o n  of  unnecessary k i l l i n g  
(pgs. 161, 183) .  He knew t h e r e  were some c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  
b u t  he  b a r d  nothing on t h e  magnitude of  120 c a s u a l t i e s  
( ~ 4 s  1 6 1 ,  162, 183, 184) .  A t  no time d i d  he f e e l  t h a t  
c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  o t h e r  than i n  t h e  p repara t ion  o r  
during t h e  h e a t  of  b a t t l e  (pg. 1 8 7 ) .  When he heard t h e  
r e p o r t  of  ind i sc r imina te  f i r i n g  KOSTER f e l t  t h a t  t h e  t roops  
had seen some v i l l a g e r s  wi th in  t h e  a r e a  and t h a t  they were 
f i r i n g  a t  t a r g e t s  as  opposed t o  an i d e n t i f i e d  enemy (pg.184).  
He thought t h a t  s i n c e  t h e i r  f i r e  covered a wide range, they 
were bound t o  h i t  some c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 184) .  H e  understood 
t h a t  t h e r e  had been some i n i t i a l  con tac t ,  n o t  a heavy o r  
sus ta ined  c o n t a c t ,  bu t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  warrant  continued f i r i n g  
(pg. 198) .  H e  had t h e  impression t h a t  t h e r e  had been some 
r e s i s t a n c e  someplace i n  t h e  opera t ion  throughout t h e  
morning (pg . 1 9 1 )  . 
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( 3 )  Report o'f ' the  confro'n.tation. 

. A s  KOSTER understood t h e  conf ron ta t ion  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  had wanted t o  b r ing  i n  some gunships 
t o  evacuate personnel ,  b u t  t h e  ground commander was 
opposed because he f e l t  it was an improper use of  gunships 
and because he f e l t  t h a t  t h e  cPv i l i ans  should n o t  have been 
evacuated a t  that time (pg. 182) .  The wi tness  could no t  
r e c a l l  t h e  d e t a i l  i n  which he was t o l d  about t h e  
conf ron ta t ion ,  b u t  it could have included any of  t h e  following 
information: (1) c i v i l i a n s  going i n t o  a  hootch o r  a cave; 
( 2 )  a  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  seeking t o  evacuate t h e s e  people;  
( 3 )  a ground commander responding, "The only way t o  g e t  
those  people o u t  i s  wi th  grenades",  o r  ( 4 )  a  gunship used 
t o  evacuate c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 182) . Nothing was s a i d  about 
enemy f i r e  dur ing  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ' s  landing o r  about 
c i v i l i a n s  caught i n  a c r o s s f i r e  (pg. 191) . KOSTER knew 
nothing about a c t u a l  f i r i n g  between t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  gunners 
and t h e  ground f o r c e s  and d i d  no t  have t h e  impression t h a t  
t h e r e  was even a l i k e l i h o o d  of t h i s  (pgs. 182, 183) .  H e  
was t o l d  -none of t h e  following: (1) t h a t  10 t o  15 c i v i l i a n s  
had been observed dead along t h e  road; ( 2 )  t h a t  wounded 
persons the h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  had marked with smoke f o r  
evacuat ion w e r e  k i l l e d ;  ( 3 )  t h a t  a group of bodies  were 
observed i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ;  ( 4 )  t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  had 
landed next  t o  a body-f i l led  d i t c h  and spoken wi th  an 
American s e r g e a n t  who was l a t e r  observed po in t ing  h i s  weapon 
i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  d i t c h ;  and (5)  t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t  had landed again a t  t h e  d i t c h  and had found a  wounded 
boy whom he f lew t o  Quang Ngai (pg. 189) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
being t o l d  t h a t  THOMPSON'S s t o r y  was corroborated by o t h e r  
h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s  (pg. 1 8 4 )  . 

b. Other i n d i c a t o r s .  

(1) Dispar t iy  i n  t h e  weapons t o  body count r a t i o .  

KOSTER d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  d i scuss ing  t h e  d i s p a r i t y  
i n  t h e  weapons t o  body count r a t i o  with YOUNG (pgs.  178, 
179) .  However, because of  t h e  r ide v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e  r a t i o ,  
t h e  witness  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  was something t h a t  could have been 
discussed (pg. 179) . H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i s s u i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
t o  have this d i s p a r i t y  i n v e s t i g a t e d  (pg. 179) . 

~ i s c u s ' s i o nwi th  BARKER. 

KOSTER was c e r t a i n  he spoke with BARKER concernin 

(KOSTER) 4 SUM APP T-20A 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  i nd i sc r imina te  f i r i n g ,  and t h e  
con£r o n t a t i o n  (pgs . 1 9 2 ,  193) . H e  thought he  was reassured  
by BARKER t h a t  everything was normal (pg. 193) . He d i d  no t  
r e c a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h e  conversat ion (pg. 1 9 3 ) .  

KOSTER never heard anything about t h e  
i n c i d e n t  through chapla in1s channels (pg. 195) . The 
witness  suggested t h a t ,  s i n c e  t h e  burning of  v i l l a g e s  was 
no t  sanct ioned by d i v i s i o n ,  any o rde r  t o  burn t h e  v i l l a g e  
o r  des t roy  l i v e s t o c k  must have been given a t  t h e  br igade 
l e v e l  o r  lower (pgs. 205, 207).  

4 .  REPORTS OF INVESTIGATION. 

a. HENDERSON'S o r a l  r e p o r t .  

(1) I n i t i a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t .  

On hear ing  YOUNG'S s t o r y  KOSTER had t h e  
f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  repor ted  by t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  
was n o t  a p t  t o  have happened (pg. 186) . However, he t o l d  
YOUNG t o  make an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 186) .  KOSTER d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  g iv ing  YOUNG i n s t r u c t i o n s  beyond t h i s ,  b u t  he had a 
" fee l ing"  t h a t  he d i d  s o  (pgs. 186, 187) . He could no t  
r e c a l l  what he said,however.  (pg. 1 8 7 ) .  H e  thought  t h a t  
any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  would have involved t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  people 
who were on t h e  ground and those  who were on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  
( ~ g *187) 

(2) KOSTER1s conception of YOUNG'S r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  

There was an understanding,  n o t  s e t  o u t  i n  
t h e  form of  a d i r e c t i v e ,  t h a t  YOUNG was to  look a f t e r  t h e  
southern s e c t o r  of t h e  America1 A 0  (pg. 1 9 0 ) .  Af te r  General 
LIPSCOMB l e f t  KOSTER t o l d  YOUNG t h a t  t h e  b r igade  would 
r e q u i r e  supervis ion  on h i s  p a r t  (pg. 1 9 0 )  . Thus, he f e l t  
t h a t  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of opera t ions  i n  t h e  southern 
s e c t o r  was t o  be supervised by YOUNG (pg. 1 8 7 ) .  KOSTER 
d i d  not  r e c a l l  i s s u i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  HOLLADAY concerning t h e  
ma t t e r  a s  he looked t o  YOUNG t o  handle it (pg. 2 1 2 ) .  

(3) HENDERSON' s i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of THOMPSON. 

L a t e r ,  YOUNG informed KOSTER t h a t  HENDERSON 
had i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h e  p i l o t  involved in t h e  conf ron ta t ion  
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f o r  approximately 20 t o  30 minutes (pg. 188) . HENDERSON 
f e l t  t h a t  t h e  p i l o t  was a young man who had been confused 
and over  e x c i t e d  {pg. 188) .  HENDERSON s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
p i l o t  had probably imagined some th ings  which d i d  n o t  i n  
f a c t  t a k e  p l a c e  [pg. 188) .  

( 4 )  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  t o  KOSTER. 

HENDERSON never gave KOSTER a t o t a l  wrap up 
of  t h e  informat ion  obta ined  i n  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 195) .  
KOSTER rece ived  the bulk  of  t h e  r e p o r t  through a s e r i e s  
of  in terv iews (pg. 195) . HENDERSON s a i d  he had spoken t o  
ground commanders and a v i a t o r s  (pg. 195) . HENDERSON a l s o  
s a i d  he had spoken t o  many of  t h e  men a s  they re tu rned  t o  
t h e  landing zone (pgs. 195, 196) .  KOSTER had t h e  impression 
t h a t  HENDERSON spoke t o  t h e  men a s  ind iv idua l s  r a t h e r  than 
as  p a r t  of a l a r g e  group (pg. 1 9 6 )  . From t h i s  KOSTER 
f e l t  t h a t  HENDERSON had spoken t o  a l a r g e  number of people 
and had conducted q u i t e  a thorough i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 196) .  
KOSTER d i d  n o t  look on t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t  as  formal,  however, 
(pg. 198) .  He did no t  r e c a l l  r ece iv ing  from HENDERSON a 
document t h r e e  q u a r t e r s  of  a page long responsive t o  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ' s  a l l e g a t i o n s  (pg. 156) .  

b. The d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  r e p o r t .  

KOSTER s a w  t h e  VC propaganda l e a f l e t ,  b u t  he d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  letter from t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  t o  t h e  province 
chief  i n  which it was a l l e g e d  t h a t  Americans had k i l l e d  a 
l a r g e  number of  c i v i l i a n s  n o r t h e a s t  of  Quang Ngai C i ty  
(Exhibi t  M-34) (pgs. 215, 2 2 0 ) .  He was never shown such 
a document by G U I N N  o r  PARSON (pgs. 148, 220) .  However, from 
t h e  s ta tement  i n  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  KOSTER learned t h a t  t h e  
t h e  propaganda l e a f l e t  had come through t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  
( P ~ S  217, 219).  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  see ing  RODRIGUEZ 'S  
s ta tement ,  E x h i b i t  M-30, a s  an inc losure  t o  HENDERSON'S 
r e p o r t  and could n o t  exp la in  i t s  lack of a s i g n a t u r e  
(pgs. 162, 219, 220) .  He d id  n o t  know t h a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
ch ief  had a l i s t  of  4 0 0  names (pg. 2 2 0 ) .  KOSTER acknowledged 
however, t h a t  he  would n o t  have allowed HENDERSON t o  submit 
a r e p o r t  r e f e r r i n g  t o  a l e t t e r  of 11 A p r i l  without  inc luding  
t h e  l e t t e r  (pg. 220) ,  nor would he allow t h e  r e p o r t  t o  be2 
submitted wi thout  knowing who was t h e  author  of t h e  s ta tement  
(Exhib i t  M-30) (pg. 220).  H e  concurred f u r t h e r  t h a t  t h e  
reference  w i t h i n  t h e  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  inc losures  should have 
made him ask  where they  were (pg. 2 2 1 ) .  He agreed t h a t  s i n c e  
he read t h e  r e p o r t  he  must have seen t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  
l e t t e r  (pgs . 2 1 9 ,  220) . However, he only r e c a l l e d  t h e  
a l l e g a t i o n  i n  t h e  VC l e a f l e t  (pg. 218) . He passed t h e  whole 
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t h i n g  o f f  as VC propaganda (pg. 219).  H e  d iscussed  t h e  
l e a f l e t  w i t h  YOUNG and they  t a l k e d  about what would be  t h e  
impl ica t ions  f o r  Task Force Barker i f  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  were 
proven t r u e  (pgs. 220, 231) . They d i d  n o t  dwell  on t h e  
s u b j e c t ,  b u t  they  thought about it (pg. 231) . 

c. HENDERSON' s r e p o r t .  

A s  KOSTER r e c a l l e d  it he asked HENDERSON t o  
formalize t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t  HENDERSON had a l ready  made i n  
response t o  the h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ' s  a l l e g a t i o n s  (pgs. 1 4 1 ,  
166) .  He be l i eved  t h i s  reques t  was t r i g g e r e d  by r e c e i p t  
of t h e  VC propaganda l e a f l e t  (pgs. 1 4 1 ,  1 6 6 ) .  He d i d  no t  
send any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  HENDERSON asking him t o  
look i n t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  (pg. 160) .  
KOSTER d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  he rece ived  t h e  i n c l o s u r e s  t o  
HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  p r i o r  t o  r ece iv ing  t h e  r e p o r t  (pg. 1 6 0 ) .  
I n  f a c t ,  he d i d  n o t  remember r e c e i v i n ~  i n c l o s u r e s  a t  any 
time (pg. 155) .  He d id  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  whether HENDERSON 
de l ive red  t h e  r e p o r t  personal ly  (pg. 160) . Exhib i t  R-5, 
which i s  t h e  carbon of t h e  o r i g i n a l  copy, was t h e  document 
the wi tness  r e c a l l e d  rece iv ing  (pg. 155) .  

KOSTER's r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  a formal r e p o r t .  

KOSTER considered HENDERSON'S 2 4  A p r i l  r e p o r t  
u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  because it was addressed only  t o  t h e  VC 
propaganda, whereas he wanted a  w r i t t e n  ve r s ion  of  t h e  o r a l  
r e p o r t  HENDERSON had submitted i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t ' s  a l l e g a t i o n s  (pgs. 158 ,  1 6 1 )  . KOSTER wanted a 
r e p o r t  wi th  s ta tements  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ' s  
a l l e g a t i o n s  (pgs. 159, 151) .  Word w a s  d e l i v e r e d  t o  
HENDERSON t o  do t h i s  e i t h e r  through YOUNG o r  PARSON (pg.161).  
A t  t h a t  t i m e  he d i d  n o t  th ink  about t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  tu rn ing  
t h i s  ma t t e r  over  t o  h i s  I G  o r  SJA (pg. 1 6 9 ) .  The witness  
claimed t h a t  a formal r e p o r t  with s t a t ements  from HENDERSON 
was given t o  him (pgs. 151, 2 1 6 ,  228) .  H e  thought t h e  
r e p o r t  was de l ive red  while  he was on R&R (pg. 153) . A s  he 
r e c a l l e d  i t , t h e  s ta tements  were rece ived  by him a f t e r  t h e  
r e p o r t  had been submitted (pg. 156) .  H e  could  n o t  r e c a l l  
what the r e p o r t  s a i d  and, i n  f a c t ,  d i d  n o t  r e a l l y  remember 
t h e  r e p o r t ,  b u t  only t h e  s ta tements  (pg. 2 2 9 ) .  The r e p o r t  
had t h e  s i g n a t u r e  of  HENDERSON, BARKER and o t h e r s  on it 
(pgs. 152, 228).  While KOSTER conceded t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  he 
saw might have been from another  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  he had 
always l inked  t h e  formal r e p o r t  with t h e  My ~ a i  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
(pg. 151) .  He could n o t  exp la in  why t h o s e  who may have 
s igned s ta tements  could n o t  remember making them and why 
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t h e r e  a r e  no log  e n t r i e s  of t h e  document, d e s t r u c t i o n  
c e r t i f i c a t e s  f o r  i t ,  o r  o t h e r  re ferences  t o  i t  in t h e  f i l e s  
of  t h e  America1 Divis ion  o r  anywhere e l s e  (pgs. 152, 225). 
He was p o s i t i v e  he gave PARSON a  document t o  f i l e  i n  . 
r e l a t i o n  t o  t h i s  case  and thought it was t h e  formal r e p o r t  
(pgs. 153, 224).  This  took p lace  a f t e r  h i s  meeting with 

TOAN (pys. 221, 2 2 2 ) .  While he  conceded t h a t  t h e  document 
he gave t o  PARSON t o  f i l e  might have been r e l a t e d  t o  another  
case  o r  was HENDERSON'S 2 4  A p r i l  Report, he r e i t e r a t e d  h i s  
b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  document involved was t h e  formal r e p o r t  
(pgs. 153, 157) .  He d i d  n o t  th ink  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  was given 
t o  people i n  h i s  o u t e r  o f f i c e  (pg. 156) .  He r e c a l l e d  
HENDERSON saying  t h a t  HENDERSON would recommend t h a t  t h e  
r e p o r t  be r e t a i n e d  f o r  a  c e r t a i n  per iod  of time (pg.226) . 

e .  Discussion o f  , the  i n c i d e n t  with ARVN o f f i c a l s .  

(1) S e t t i n g  and time of  meeting. 

KOSTER d i d  n o t  be l i eve  he went t o  
o r  KHIEN u n t i l  a f t e r  he had t h e  2 4  Apr i l  r e p o r t  

s e e  TOAN 
(pgs.  146, 

1 4 7 ,  2 2 2 ) .  H e  a l s o  be l i eved  t h a t  he had rece ived  t h e  
formal r e p o r t  and t h a t  h i s  v i s i t  t o  TOAN and K H I E N  was 
t h e  l a s t  s t e p  i n  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pgs. 146, 150, 2 1 6 ,  2 2 2 ) .  
~t t h e  t ime of t h i s  v i s i t  he,  a t  l e a s t ,  a n t i c i p a t e d  r e c e i p t  
of s ta tements  t h a t  would support  t h e  previous f ind ings  
(pg. 2 2 2 ) .  H e  be l i eved  t h a t  t h e  meeting was i n  l a t e  A p r i l  
o r  e a r l y  May (pgs. 2 1 6 ,  2 2 2 ) .  A s  he r e c a l l e d  it, he spoke 
wi th  TOAN and KHIEN on t h e  same day (pgs. 157, 158) . When 
he  spoke t o  TOAN he be l ieved t h a t  HUTTER was p r e s e n t  
(pgs. 231) .  When he spoke with K H I E N ,  t h e r e  was an adv i so r  
p resen t  (pg. 231) . 

(2)  Content of t h e  d i scuss ions .  

KOSTER went t o  s e e  TOAN and K H I E N  t o  
determine whether o r  n o t  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was 
warranted (pg. 1 4 6 ) .  He wanted t o  know i f  t h e  ARVN's  
had uncovered information beyond t h a t  of  t h e  Americans 
regarding t h e  VC propaganda l e a f l e t ,  and he wanted t o  g e t  
TOAN's  assessment of t h e  propaganda l e a f l e t  (pg. 1 4 7 )  . 
TOAN s a i d  e i t h e r  t h a t  t h e  ma t t e r  had been i n v e s t i g a t e d  o r  w a s  
being i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  t h a t  t h e  f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  l e a f l e t  were 
inaccura te ,  and t h a t  he would forward any a d d i t i o n a l  information 
which was uncovered t o  t h e  Americans (pgs. 147, 1 5 0 ) .  KOSTER 
ind ica ted  he wanted any a d d i t i o n a l  information (pg. 234).  
KOSTER d i d  n o t  remember whether t h e  d i scuss ion  centered  
around t h e  propaganda'or t h e  ~ i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  l e t t e r  (pg.147). 
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because they  w e r e  a t t empt ing  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  r i c e  d e n i a l  p l a n s  
(pg. 167) . Thi s  heavy flow w a s  a l s o  caused by Mr. MAY I s  

imminent d e p a r t u r e  and General  =RAMS1 p l a n  t o  make a  v i s i t  
(pg. 167) . They were a l s o  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h e  v i s i t  o f  
P r e s i d e n t  THIEU and  w e r e  p lanning  o t h e r  j o i n t  o p e r a t i o n s  
t o g e t h e r  (pg. 1 6 8 )  . 

KOSTER d i d  n o t  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  keep word o f  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  from h i s  s t a f f  o t h e r  t han  when he f i r s t  hea rd  about  
it (pg. 223) .  A t  t h a t  t ime he  d i d  n o t  want word of  t h e  
c o n f r o n t a t i o n  t o  g e t  around u n t i l  he knew what had happened 
(pg. 223) .  When YOUNG r e p o r t e d  t o  him t h e  n e x t  day t h e s e  restric 
t i o n s  were l i f t e d  from t h e  t o p i c ,  and he b e l i e v e d  he 
d i s c u s s e d  t h e  s u b j e c t  w i th  t h e  v a r i o u s  commanders and s t a f f  
o f f i c e r s  (pg. 223) . H e  w a s  c e r t a i n  he d i s c u s s e d  it w i t h  
o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade (pg. 223) . He thought  t h e  
s t a f f  knew about  t h e  20 c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  and he  could  
n o t  unders tand  why YOUNG and PARSON d i d  n o t  know about  it 
(pg. 224) .  H e  d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  he  w i thhe ld  any in format ion  
from YOUNG o r  PARSON (pg. 224) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  d i s c u s s i n g  
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  w i t h  anyone from MACV o r  USARV head- 
q u a r t e r s  (pg. 230 ) .  H e  i s s u e d  no d i r e c t i v e  and d i d  n o t  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  the d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  formal  r e p o r t  o r  t h e  
24 A p r i l  r e p o r t  (pg.  225) . KOSTER d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
p o l i t i c a l  e v e n t s  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  had any e f f e c t  on h i s  
handl ing  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 232) .  He r e c a l l e d  no d i s c u s s i o n  
concerning t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  My La i  
i n c i d e n t  might  have on t h e  American e f f o r t  i n  Vietnam 
(pg. 232) .  

c .  Confusion o f  Khan Duc formal r e p o r t  w i th  My L a i  
formal  r e p o r t .  

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  he confused t h e  formal  
r e p o r t  he  saw i n  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  w i th  t h a t  which he 
r ece ived  i n  t h e  Kham Duc i n v e s t i g a t i o n  because t h e  s t a t emen t s  
i n c l o s e d  i n  t h e  Kllam Duc r e p o r t  would have been from people  
o t h e r  t han  t h o s e  i n  Task Force Barker  w i t h  whom he  l i n k e d  
the formal r e p o r t  of  My Lai  (pgs ,  151 ,  152) . 

d. KOSTER1s main a r e a  of o p e r a t i o n a l  concern a t  t h e  
t i m e  o f  t h e  My L a i  o p e r a t i o n .  

KOSTER w a s  mainly concerned w i t h  t h e  p l ann ing  and 
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development d t h e  Bur l ing ton  T r a i l  and Norfolk v i c t o r y  
o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  n o r t h  a t  t h e  t i m e  of  t h e  My La i  o p e r a t i o n  
(pgs.  207, 2 0 8 ,  209) .  

e. Rules o f  engagement. 

Aside from h i s  24 March 1968 memorandum concerning 
the America1 Div i s ion  Rules o f  Engagement, KOSTER spoke 
with t h e  v a r i o u s  b r igade  commanders i n d i v i d u a l l y  and by 
group concerning t h e  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  should  b e  taken  toward 
c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 217) . 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0 9 0 7  hour s ,  1 5  December 
1969. ) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR:. The fo l lowing  named persons  are p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL MILLER, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  nex t  w i t n e s s  i s  General  Samuel W .  KOSTER. 

(MG KOSTER was c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows  :) 

Genera l  KOSTER, s i r ,  would you p l e a s e  s t a t e  your  
f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, b ranch  of  s e r v i c e ,  
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. Samuel W. KOSTER, Major General ,  Uni ted S t a t e s  Army, 
, p r e s e n t l y  s t a t i o n e d  a t  W e s t  P o i n t ,  New York. 

10: General  KOSTER, be fort? w e  proceed w i t h  any q u e s t i o n s ,  
I s h a l l  inform you of s e v e r a l  ma1 t e r s .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chil?f of S t a f f  of  t h e  United 
S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of de ie rmin ing  the f a c t s  and making 
f i n d i n g s  and recommendations concc r n i n g  : 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r h r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and i n -  
q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent  r e v i e ~ s  and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  t h e  cha in  
of command, of  what i s  now ~omrnonl:~ a sr e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  My La i  
i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, and 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  s u p p r e ~ s i o n  o r  w i thho ld ing  of i n -
format ion  by any person who had a 1 ~ t yt o  r e p o r t  and t o  f u r -
n i s h  in fo rma t ion  concerning t h i s  i n ~ i d e n t .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o .  b e i n g  conducted t o  i n -  
v e s t i g a t e  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and c i r c u m s ~ a n c e s  as t o  what happened 
a t  My Lai .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  a t  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c  purposes  which 
I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  on those  two 
purposes?  

A. NO, sir.  
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Q - I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  m e  and I have r e -
viewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  ob ta ined  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  i n c l u d i n g  your  own 
s t a t emen t .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q With t h e  addendum t o  it. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

10:  Your tes t imony w i l l  b e  t aken  under oa th .  A ver-
ba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be  p repared .  A t a p e  r e c o r d i n g  i s  be ing  
made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im n o t e s .  be ing  t aken  by t h e  re-
p o r t e r .  Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t es t imony o r  p a r t s  
of  it may l a t e r  become a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

There are s e v e r a l  people  i n  t h i s  room who may ask  
you q u e s t i o n s .  The second person  on my r i g h t  i s  M r .  WEST from 
t h e  General  Counse l ' s  o f f i c e .  H e  has  been d e s i g n a t e d  a s  my 
deputy i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  On my f a r  r i g h t  is Colonel  
MILLER who w i l l  s t a y  h e r e  f o r  a l i t t l e  w h i l e  t o  p rov ide  some 
l e g a l  guidance.  On my immediate r i g h t  i s  M r .  MACCRATE and 
t h e  t h i r d  person i s  M r .  WALSH. I n  h i s  c a p a c i t y  as deputy 
M r .  WEST has  a u t h o r i t y  t o  ask q u e s t i o n s  i n  my b e h a l f .  M r .  
MACCRATE and M r .  WALSH have vo lun tee red  t o  s e r v e  as l e g a l  
counsel  t o  m e  i n  which c a p a c i t y  t h e y  may addres s  q u e s t i o n s  
t o  you. 

A. I unders tand .  

10: However, i n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s  I have t h e  respon-
s i b i l i t y  of weighing t h e  ev idence  and making t h e  f i n a l  f i nd -
i n g s  and recommendations. 

You a r e  o rde red  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  tes t imony 
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  
f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  performance of o f f i c i a l  
d u t i e s  o r  as you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do b e f o r e  a competent 
j u d i c i a l  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  you are cau-
t i o n e d  t h a t  i f  you are s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  
m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e  of United 
S t a t e s  v. Ca l l ey ,  your  appearance h e r e  i n  no way changes 
t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  and t h e  e f f e c t  of t h a t  o r d e r .  

2 
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Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  about  what I have 

s a i d  up t o  t h i s  p o i n t ?  


No, sir.  

10: I have j u s t  s t a t e d  t h e  scope and t h e  purpose o f  
this i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  You, as t h e  America1 o r  t h e  23d Div i s ion  
commander, a t  t h e  t ime and f o r  some t ime a f t e r  t h e  My La i  i n -  
c iden t ,  w e r e  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  cha in  of  command. Fur ther -
more, evidence r ece ived  t o  d a t e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  you were per-
s o n a l l y  informed of  s e v e r a l  of t h e  e v e n t s  which are of  i m -
por tance  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t h a t  you i s s u e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
and r ece ived  some r e p o r t s  concerning a l l e g e d  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  
shoot ing ,  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s ,  and o t h e r  i n fo rma t ion  r e l -  
evant  and m a t e r i a l  t o  t h e  m a t t e r s  under i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  There 
is  now some ev idence  which r a i s e s  t h e  s u s p i c i o n  t h a t  du r ing  
and a f t e r  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  you w e r e  n e g l i g e n t  o r  d e r e l i c t  
i n  complying w i t h  o r  even i n  d i r e c t  v i o l a t i o n  of o r d e r s  and 
r e g u l a t i o n s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  and i n v e s t i g a t i n g  of 
a l l e g e d  wounding and k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i ~ - n s  (war c r imes)  . 
Fur the r ,  t h a t  you may have e i t h e r  suppressed  o r  c o n t r i b u t e d  
t o  t h e  suppres s ion  of i n fo rma t ion  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  p o s s i b l e  
unlawful k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  and v i c i n i t y  on 
o r  about 1 6  March 1968. Such a c t s  would be  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of  
o rde r s  o r  r e g u l a t i o n s  and would a l s o  c o n s t i t u t e  d e r e l i c t i o n  
of duty .  I am c a l l i n g  t h i s  t o  your  a t t e n t i o n  because you have 
been c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s .  However, b e f o r e  q u e s t i o n i n g  be- 
g ins  I wanted you t o  be informed a s  t o  my s u s p i c i o n s  and t o  
g ive  you t i m e  t o  t h i n k  over  and de te rmine  i n  your  mind whether  
you wish t o  seek  l e g a l  counse l  and t o  dec ide  whether  you a r e  
w i l l i n g  t o  g i v e  tes t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A. I'm w i l l i n g  t o  g i v e  tes t imony.  

COL MILLER: Genera l ,  b e f o r e  any q u e s t i o n s  are asked it i s ,  
of course ,  neces sa ry  t h a t  you unders tand  complete ly  your t es t i -
monial r i g h t s  and your  r i g h t  t o  counse l ,  s o  I have a d d i t i o n a l  
in format ion  and some a d d i t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s .  

F i r s t  of  a l l ,  you have a r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t .  

Second, any s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  you do  make may be used 
a s  evidence a g a i n s t  you i n  a  c r i m i n a l  t r i a l .  

You have t h e  r i g h t  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  counse l ,  which 
means t h e  r i g h t  t o  have q u a l i f i e d  lawyer and t o  have such 
counsel  p r e s e n t  w i t h  you du r ing  q u e s t i o n i n g  h e r e .  You may 
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r e t a i n  counse l  a t  your  own expense o r  counse l  w i l l  be  ap-
po in t ed  f o r  you. Inasmuch e.; you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  Uni-

I 

form Code of M i l i t a r y  J u s t i r - e ,  t h e  appoin ted  counse l  may be 
m i l i t a r y  counse l  of your  obn choice  i f  he i s  reasonably  
a v a i l a b l e .  Even i f  you decide t o  proceed today wi thou t  
counse l  p r e s e n t  and answer q u e s t i o n s ,  you may s t o p  answering 
q u e s t i o n s  a t  any t i m e .  YOI. may a l s o  r e q u e s t  counse l  a t  any 
t i m e  dur ing  t h e s e  proceedi  ~ g s .  You would have t h e  r i g h t ,  
i n  r e q u e s t i n g  c o u n s e l ,  t o  .lave him p r e s e n t  w i t h  you i n  t h i s  
h e a r i n g  and t o  c o n s u l t  wi,:h him and him t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  you 
a t  any t i m e .  

DO you und2rst.and t h e s e  r i g h t s ?  

A. I unders tand . 
Q- Do you w k t  me t o  e x p l a i n  them any f u r t h e r ?  

Q. DO :ou wi:;h t o  have counse l  made a v a i l a b l e ?  

A. NcJ: a t  t ' : . i s  t i m e .  

Q A r e  you now w i l l i n g  t o  proceed and t o  answer 
q u e s t i o n s ?  

A .  I am. 

Q 0 Thank y ~ u ,sir. 

(COL MIrJ;ER depa r t ed  t h e  h e a r i n g  rcom.) 

10: Genera7 KOSTER, what w a s  your  duty  ass ignment  
on 16 March 1968? 

\ 

A. I w a s  2ommanding g e n e r a l  of  t h e  America1 Div is ion .  

Q Was tile A m e r i c a 1  a l s o  known as t h e  23d Div is ion?  

A. 1t wis, sir.  

Q e '  How:'long had you been i n  t h i s  ass ignment  and how 
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long a f t e r  t h a t  d a t e  d i d  you remain i n  command of t h e  
d i v i s i o n ?  

A. I took over  t h e  d i v i s i o n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  f a l l  of 
1967. A t  t h e  t i m e ,  it was d e s i g n a t e d  a s  Task Force Oregon, and it 
was redes igna ted  Americal,  23d Div i s ion  dur ing  October.  I re-
mained i n  ,this c a p a c i t y  u n t i l  I l e f t  Vietnam on t h e  3rd of June 
1968. 


Q-. You took over  Task Force Oregon, then ,  d i r e c t l y  from 
General ROSSON? 

A. No, General  ROSSON was t h e  f i r s t  commander and t h e n  
~ e n e r a l  KNOWLES had it f o r  a s h o r t  p e r i o d  of t i m e .  H e  became 
ill and was evacuated  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s .  Genera l  MATHESON 
who was commander of t h e  1st Brigade of  t h e  l O l s t  took it over  
temporar i ly  u n t i l  I a r r i v e d .  

Q a  Before  r e p o r t i n g  t o  t h i s  h e a r i n g ,  General  KOSTER, and 
subsequent t o  t h e  b reak ing  o f  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e  p r e s s  
and t e l e v i s i o n  and r a d i o ,  have you t a l k e d  t o  anybody from t h e  
d i v i s i o n  who had anything t o  do w i t h  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  o r  t h e  inves-  
t i g a t i o n  and r e p o r t i n g  o f  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON on t h e  
phone two o r  . t h r e e ,  t h r e e  . t i m e s  I b e l i e v e ,  a l t o g e t h e r .  

Q. What d i d  you t a l k  about? I ' d  l i k e  t o  have t h e  sub- 
s t a n c e  o f . e a c h  of  t h e s e  conversa t ions  and t h e  d a t e s ,  t o  t h e  best 
of your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. The f i r s t  d a t e  was about  t h e  d a t e  t h a t  t h e  C I D  came 
Up t o  r e c e i v e  my f i r s t  test imony.  I n  t h a t ,  I was wondering if 
he had been q u e r i e d  and I ga the red  t h a t  he had. H e  s a i d  t h a t  
numerous o t h e r  people  had been i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h a t  he was aware o f ,  
and s e v e r a l  of  them were be ing  c a l l e d  t o  go t o  Benning f o r  tes-
timony of some type .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  g o t  i n t o  any d e t a i l e d  
d i s c u s s i o n s  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a s  such,  o t h e r  t h a n  I ' m  s u r e  I d i d  
q u e s t i o n  him, " D i d  you e v e r  imagine t h a t  anything l i k e  t h i s  
could come f r o m  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t ? "  And, a s  I r e c a l l ,  
he gave me  an  answer a long t h e  l i n e s  he could  have sworn t h e r e  
was no th ing  l i k e  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  which were be ing  made e v e r  took 
p lace .  

I c a l l e d  him a g a i n ,  I b e l i e v e ,  a f t e r  I t a l k e d  t o  t h e  
CID, .  and, as I r e c a l l ,  I was a l i t t l e  confused i n  my own mind about  
t h e  t iming  of when he had i n t e r r o g a t e d  d i f f e r e n t  people ,  i n  
P a r t i c u l a r  t h e  a v i a t o r  who made t h e , r e p o r t ,  and I asked him about  
t h a t  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  
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During t h e  course of one of t h e s e ,  e i t h e r  t h i s  
conversat ion o r  i f  I had a t h i r d  one and I - - I ' m  s u r e  I had a 
t h i r d  one--at some time he brought up t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he had 
d i r e c t e d  C Company t o  r e t u r n  t o  My Lai and a f t e r  I had 
d iscussed  it wi th  BARKER sometime l a t e  i n  t h e  day t h e  com-

' 	 pany had n o t  gone t h e r e .  This was my only ques t ion :  " A r e  
you s u r e  it was i n  connection wi th  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a c t i o n  
because although I s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember t h e  conversa t ion  wi th  
BARKER doing such a t h i n g ,  I ' d  n o t  even r e c a l l e d  i n  my own 
mind t h a t  ' t h i s  i n c i d e n t  was r e l a t e d  t o  the  a c t i o n  i n  ques t ion  
today. " However, Colonel HENDERSON was q u i t e  f i rm i n  t h a t  
regard.  

I d i d  c a l l  him again ,  I ' m  reasonably s u r e .  A t  
one t ime during t h i s  second conversa t ion  he a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  he had a complete r e c o l l e c t i o n  w r i t t e n  ou t  of how he 
determined t h e  opera t ion  went, and he wanted t o  know i f  I 
thought it would be proper f o r  him t o  send me such a th ing?  
I s a i d ,  " N o . "  I d i d n ' t  t h ink  it would be ,  and he agreed. 
I s a i d :  " I  am, though, going t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  C I D  man again ,"  . 
because I was sending down t h i s  addendum. " I ' l l  ask him what 
he th inks . "  Well, t h e  c r imina l  i n v e s t i g a t o r  r e a l l y  avoided 
answering t h e  ques t ion .  H e  s a i d  he 'd  g e t  it f o r  me t h e  
next  day, b u t  I never d i d  push him f u r t h e r  and I d id  n o t  re-
ce ive  any such document from Colonel HENDERSON. 

I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  I c a l l e d  him was 
poss ib ly  a f t e r  he 'd  met with your board. E i t h e r  t h a t  o r  a f -
t e r  he 'd  made h i s  p r e s s  s ta tement  and I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  which. 
But genera l ly  i t  w a s  t o  s e e  how th ings  were going wi th  him, 
and i f  people were pushing him hard  and what h i s  r e a c t i o n  was. 
I d o n ' t  t h ink  we g o t  . i n t o  any s p e c i f i c s  on anything a t  t h a t  
time. One more t h i n g ,  I do r e c a l l  t h a t  sometime I d i d  s e e  
him one o t h e r  t i m e  when we gathered toge the r  t o  go over  t o  
the  " H i l l "  t h e  o t h e r  morning, t h e  day you were the re .  H e  
came i n  and w e  s a i d ,  " h e l l o , "  b r i e f l y .  Afterwards I saw 
him as  they came back from t h e  " H i l l "  and I was prepar ing  
t o  depar t .  The only t h i n g  w e  d iscussed  of any substance 
t h a t  time--and we had mentioned something about t h e  h e l i -  
cop te r  p i l o t  b e f o r e ,  he had s a i d  the  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  was a 
Huey p i l o t .  I ' d  always been under t h e  impression t h a t  it 
was an H - 2 3  p i l o t ,  and I ' m  s u r e  I t o l d  him s o ,  and he t o l d  
me t h a t  day, "Well, t he  p i l o t  was an H - 2 3  p i l o t . "  So those  
were r e a l l y  four  occasions when I'd had d i scuss ions  with him. 

(KOSTER) 	 APP T-20 

FOR.OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q* A t  anytime du r ing  your  conve r sa t ions  w i t h  him 
d i d  you d i s c u s s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  i n q u i r i e s ,  o r  any th ing  re-
l a t i n g  t o  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A.  You mean a s  t o  what was done back a t  t h e  t ime? 

Q* Y e s ,  how many r e p o r t s  o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  w e r e  con-
ducted,  and t h e  r e p o r t s  which w e r e  submi t ted ,  and anyth ing  
having t o  do w i t h  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  o r  r e p o r t i n g  process?  

A. Y e s ,  I t h i n k  we might have touched on t h a t  b r i e f l y .
I ' m  s u r e  it w a s n ' t  t h e  i n i t i a l  i n q u i r y .  W e  had some d i s -
cuss ion  about  when he  had brought  them t o  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  
and t h i s  I t h i n k  was i n  t h e  ve ry  f i r s t  d i s c u s s i o n ,  and he 
was a l i t t l e  i n d e f i n i t e  when he  brought  it up. One of them 
he  s a i d  he  brought  and handed t o  me d i r e c t l y .  The o t h e r  
one, a s  I r e c a l l ,  he s a i d  he  handed t o  m e  d i r e c t l y .  The 
o t h e r  one,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  h e  s a i d  he handed t o  General  YOUNG. 
One of them, and I ' m  n o t  s u r e  which one,  h e  s a i d  he knew 
t h a t  he had been up t h e r e  because he had a l e g  i n  a c a s t .  
But I was a t  t h a t  t ime r e a l l y  s o r t i n g  o u t  i n  my own mind 
why t h i s  t h i n g  had gone on a s  long  a s  it d i d ,  and I was 
t r y i n g  t o  f i x  some d a t e s  a s  t o  how it happened because 
when I s a w  h i s  second i n v e s t i g a t i o n  d a t e d  2 4  A p r i l  t h a t  was 
l a t e r  t h a n  I had o r i g i n a l l y  remembered. But I ' m  s u r e  o u r  
d i s c u s s i o n  d i d n ' t  go beyond t h o s e  p a r t i c u l a r  i t ems .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you r e c a l l  how many t i m e s  Colonel  HENDERSON 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he had r e p o r t e d  t o  you i n  connec t ion  w i t h  t h i s  
i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Do you mean v e r b a l l y  o r  in--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  E i t h e r  v e r b a l l y  o r  i n  w r i t i n g ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  I know v e r b a l l y  h e  r e p o r t e d  some 
of t h i s  t o  me e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  o r  over  t h e  t e l ephone .  Much 
of it I g o t  from General  YOUNG, who I had more o r  l e s s  
l e f t  t o  see t h a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p o r t i o n  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  
a r e a  w a s  under  c o n t r o l ,  s o  much of it was r e l a y e d  from 
Colonel  HENDERSON t o  me by way of General  YOUNG. But t h i s  
w a s  o v e r  a p e r i o d  of  t ime.  
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Q ~ u t ,a t  t h i s  moment w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about  what 
Colonel HENDE~~SONh a s  s a i d  r e c e n t l y  t o  you. We are 

c ~ L i c e r n e das t o  t h e  way i n  which h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of t h i s  ma:.'cer h a s  developed over  t h e  p a s t  weeks. I t  
would the, ,efore b e  h e l p f u l  t o  us as we c o n s i d e r  t h i s  t o  
have yo^,^^' r e c o l l e c t i o n  of what Colonel  HENDERSON s a i d  t o  
you i n  t;ach of t h e s e  conve r sa t ions  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  oc-
casion! on which he r e p o r t e d  t o  you--to you, s i r - - o r a l l y  
o r  i a Z w r i t t e n  r e p o r t s  t h a t  u l t i m a t e l y  came t o  you? 

/ 

A. i W e l l ,  1 d o n ' t  t h i n k  we e v e r  r e a l l y  d i s c u s s e d  
t;%eo r a l  ones.  I n s o f a r  as the--one of t h e  o t h e r  two, and 
i ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  which,  he  s a i d  he brought  up p e r s o n a l l y  and 
handed t o  me. T h e  o t h e r  one,  a s  b e s t  I r e c a l l ,  he s a i d  he  
had tu rned  ove r  t o  General  YOUNG. And I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  
which i s  which. I do know dur ing  t h e  course  o f  t h e s e  d is -
cuss ions  as he w a s  ment ioning d a t e s ,  and I t h i n k  it p o s s i b l y  
was t h e  d a t e  of when he i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  it 
seemed t o  me t h a t  he had changed a d a t e  i n d i c a t i n g  it w a s  
one day as opposed t o  a n o t h e r  day. But I n o t i c e d  i n  d i s -
cus s ing  t h e  i nves t iga t ions - - and  w e  d i d  t h a t  on ly  very b r i e f -
ly-- I  d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  any th ing  i n c o n s i s t e n t  n o r  d i d  I p a r t -
c u l a r l y  c o n t e s t  or q u e s t i o n  what he t o l d  m e .  I do recall  
t h e  second i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I perhaps  asked him why we h a d n ' t  
i nc luded  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  ev idence  t h a t  had been developed.  This  
one obvious ly  d i d n ' t  c o n t a i n  t h e  d e t a i l s  t h a t  he had brought  
o u t  v e r b a l l y ,  p r e v i o u s l y ,  and as I r e c a l l  he s a i d ,  "Well, as 
f a r  as he w a s  concerned t h e  f i r s t  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  was t o  be  o f  
t h e  whole a l l e g a t i o n  a s  opposed t o ,  s ay ,  j u s t  t h e  VC propa-
ganda which w a s  abou t  a l l  it r e a l l y  covered."  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
I t o l d  him p e r s o n a l l y  t o  p repa re  t h a t  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t .  I 
t h i n k  it was done e i t h e r  by t h e  s t a f f  o r  General  YOUNG, and 
perhaps  something was l o s t  i n  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n .  

Q D i d  he  i n  any of  t h e s e  conve r sa t ions  r e f e r  t o  a 
formal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  commencing i n  May o r  p o s s i b l y  t h e  e a r l y  
p a r t  of May 1968? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- And d i d  you d i s c u s s  w i t h  him t h e  c i rcumstances  
o f  t h a t  formal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from the ear-
l i e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of  March and A p r i l ?  
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A. I only--I  mentioned it t o  him s t a t i n g  t h a t  I 
cons idered  it h i s  r e p o r t  and t h a t  he was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
it. H e  had s a i d  it would have been signed--he had t r a n s -
m i t t e d  it and t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had a c t u a l l y  been done by 
Colonel  BARKER. I s a i d :  " W e l l ,  as I remembered it, it 
was--I looked upon it as your  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  You were 
t he  b r i g a d e  commander and you had been charged w i t h  a  formal  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n . "  Now, i f  he  t u r n e d  it ove r  t o  somebody else 
I d i d n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  b u t  he  d i d  make mention 
of t h a t .  

Q- W e l l ,  do  I unders tand it w a s  he  who r a i s e d  t h e  
f a c t  of a subsequent  formal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  w a s  it some-
t h i n g  t h a t  you r e c a l l e d  t h a t  l e d  t o  your  d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  
w i th  him? 

A. I t h i n k  I ques t ioned  t h e  t iming  of  it more 
than  anyth ing  zlse--when it was, t h a t ' s  a l l .  

Q- Well ,  h e  mentioned a formal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  com-
mencing i n  e a r l y  May and you q u e s t i o n e d  that  t iming.  Is 
t h a t  t h e  p o i n t  a c t u a l l y ?  

A. I c a n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e  who brought  it up f i r s t .  
A l l  I w a s  do ing ,  r e a l l y ,  w a s  g e t t i n g  i n  my own mind t h e  t i m -
i n g  of the--what I cons ide r  an i n q u i r y  and t h e  two i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n s  t h a t  took p l a c e .  The 24 A p r i l  one obvious ly  was t h e  
f i r s t  one h e  t u rned  i n ,  which i s  now a v a i l a b l e .  A f t e r  looking  
a t  t h i s  one--I'm n o t  s u r e  when he w a s  t o l d  t o  go back--I 
wanted a formal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which would i n c l u d e  s t a t e m e n t s  
of w i t n e s s e s .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON acknowledged 
i n  t h i s  conve r sa t ion  t h a t ,  y e s ,  such a fo rmal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
had t aken  p l a c e .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  I ' m  answering your  q u e s t i o n  
o r  n o t .  

Q Was it you o r  he  who p l aced  t h a t  formal  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  a f t e r  A p r i l  24th r a t h e r  t h a n  p r i o r  t o  A p r i l  24th? 

A. W e l l ,  I ' m - - I  c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e ,  b u t  I s u s p e c t  
t h a t  I d i d  because I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  w a s  t h e  sequence of even t s .  

MR WEST: With r ega rd  t o  your  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  Colonel  
HENDERSON, d i d  he  c a l l  you du r ing  t h i s  p e r i o d ;  d i d  he i n i t i a t e  
a ca l l  t o  you,  do you remember? 

A. NO, s ir .  H e  d i d  n o t .  
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Q A l l  r i g h t .  I b e l i e v e  you t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  your 
t h i r d  conver sa t ion  was a f t e r  Colonel HENDERSON had come i n  
t o  t a l k  t o  us o r  b e f o r e  he  gave a p r e s s  s t a t emen t .  Now, he 
has  a c t u a l l y  made two appearances before  General PEERS. 
Could t h i s  s t a t emen t  have been as  l a t e  as--could t h i s  t h i r d  
conversa t ion  have been a s  l a t e  a s  t h i s  p a s t  weekend, Fr iday 
n i g h t  o r  s i n c e ?  

MR MACCRATE: Not t h i s  p a s t  weekend. We a r e  on a Monday. 

MR WEST: Colonel HENDERSON l a s t  appeared b e f o r e  us l a s t  
Fr iday a f te rnoon.  

What I ' m  ask ing  i s ,  when d i d  your conversa t ions  
t a k e  p l ace  wi th  Colonel HENDERSON? Subsequent t o  Fr iday 
a f te rnoon?  

A. Not - t h i s  l a s t  F r iday ,  no,  s i r .  I would say  t h a t  
it was a t  l e a s t  a week be fo re  we ga thered  t o  go ove r  t o  t h e  
" H i l l , "  which was l a s t  Tuesday. This  was my l a s t  conversa t ion  
wi th  him. 

1 0: Could it have been t h e  2nd? L a s t  Tuesday I b e l i e v e  
was t h e  9 th .  Could it have been on t h e  2nd o r  subsequent  t o  
t h e  2nd? 

A. That I made t h e  l a s t  conversa t ion?  

Q O r  that he  t a l k e d  t o  you whether he c a l l e d  you o r  
you c a l l e d  him, b u t  t h e  conver sa t ion ,  whether it would have been 
Tuesday t h e  2nd--subsequent t o  Tuesday t h e  2nd of December? 

A.  I think--do w e  have a ca lendar?  

RCDR: Y e s ,  sir. 

(Hands ca l enda r  t o  wi tness . )  

I0 : I w i l l  a cqua in t  you wi th  t h e  f a c t s ,  General KOSTER, 
t h a t  on 2 December you forwarded a memorandum t o  M r .  Robert N .  
ZAZA of  t h e  C I D  forwarding a supplement t o  your--

A .  ( In t e rpos ing)  That was on 2 December? 

10 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-20 



A 


P 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q- That  was on 2 December. 

A. W e l l ,  t hen ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  was about t h e  t i m e  I 
had my l a s t  conversa t ion  wi th  him. 

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, you had t a l k e d  t o  him p r i o r  t o  
t h a t  t ime? 

A. I ' d  t a l k e d  t o  him once p r i o r  t o  t h a t  t i m e  and 
once a f t e r  t h e  C I D ,  which was r e a l l y  why I s e n t  i n  my 
addendum because he had mentioned t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I had t h i s  
conversa t ion  about t h e  r e t u r n  of C Company i n t o  My Lai .  

Q. You f i r s t  t a l k e d  t o  t h e  CID--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I had had one conversa t ion  wi th  
him b e f o r e  t h a t .  

Q =  Your s t a t emen t  was given on 2 4  November, and 
you submi t ted  your supplement t o  your s t a t emen t  on 2 De-
cember. So my q u e s t i o n  i s ,  d i d  you talk--have you t a l k e d  
t o  Colonel HENDERSON subsequent t o  2 December o r  t h e  d a t e  
on which you changed o r  added t o  your prev ious  s ta tement?  

A. I t a l k e d  t o  him on t h e  day w e  ga thered  f o r  t h e  
hear ings .  

Q. W e l l ,  y e s ,  I unders tand t h a t .  I n  your s t a t emen t ,  
your addendum t o  t h e  C I D ,  you a l l u d e  t o  t h e  f a c t ,  " i n  a 
r e c e n t  d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  Colonel HENDERSON." 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I d id .  That  was t h e  one which I made 
sometime a f t e r  I had t a l k e d  t o  t h e  C I D  and t h e  t i m e  I made 
t h i s  addendum. 

Q- W e l l ,  t h e  r e a l  q u e s t i o n  would be-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was t h e r e  one subsequent  t o  t h a t ?  

Q- A f t e r  t h a t  t ime? 

A. I c a n ' t  p inpo in t  it s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  b u t  it i s  
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  I d id .  But aga in ,  and I t h i n k  I would r e c a l l  
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t h e s e ,  and I b e l i e v e  I ind ica ted  I th ink  I t a l k e d  t o  him 
t h r e e  t imes:  one be fo re  t h e  C I D ,  one r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  C I D ,  
and then  poss ib ly  a t h i r d  t i m e .  

Q. General KOSTER, you ind ica ted  t h a t  which 
Colonel HENDERSON had t o l d  you about over  t h e  te lephone 
was not  i n c o n s i s t e n t  with your knowledge and s o  on. I 
would say t h a t  i n  t h i s  hear ing  t a k e  any conversat ion out  
of your mind and r e l y  t o  t h e  g r e a t e s t  e x t e n t  on your 
memory of t h e  s i t u a t i o n s  a s  it e x i s t e d .  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - We say t h i s - - I  say t h i s  because some of t h e  evi -  
dence which we have gathered from Colonel HENDERSON i s  n o t  
c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  t h e  t iming and a s s o c i a t i o n  and th ings  which 
have been repor ted  by o t h e r s ,  and as  a consequence i t  could 
mislead you i n  your  own r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  as  it 
e x i s t e d .  For example, we have reference  t o  r e p o r t s  of in-
v e s t i g a t i o n s .  W e  have some of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  bu t  o t h e r s  
t h a t  have been c i t e d  have n o t  been loca ted .  So, as  a con-
sequence, I must say t h a t  t o  use--to base your testimony 
t h i s  morning upon your own knowledgz and n o t  on t h a t  which 
anybody e l s e  may have put  i n  your mind. ' Aside from Colonel 
HENDERSON, have you t a l k e d  t o  anybody e l s e  r e l a t i n g  o r  con-
cerned w i t h  t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1968? 

A. I t a l k e d  t o  Major TRINKLE who had appeared be- 
f o r e  somebody h e r e ,  b u t  he was no t  concerned with My Lai a s  
such. I s a i d  h e l l o  t h e  o t h e r  day t o  Major CALHOUN and M r .  
THOMPSON, t h e  warrant  o f f i c e r ,  bu t  d i d  n o t  d i scuss  any of 
t h e i r  conversat ion.  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, those  a r e  
the only ones I ' v e  t a l k e d  t o .  

MR MACCRATE: What d i d  you d i scuss  i n  genera l  with Major 
TRINKLE? 

A. I knew Major TRINKLE had operated i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  
and I thought it might be i n t e r e s t i n g  f o r  him t o  give h i s  
views of what t h e  a r e a  was l i k e ,  and I asked t h e  c r imina l  
i n v e s t i g a t o r s  i f  they would l i k e  t o  t a l k  with him. They 
s a i d ,  "yes. " H e  came over;  he gave some evidence,  and he has 
s i n c e  then recounted some of h i s  observat ion of t h e  a r e a  t o  me. 
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10: Major TRINKLE i s  on t h e  f a c u l t y  a t  t h e  M i l i t a r y  
~cademy? 

A. He i s ,  sir.  

Q General KOSTER, d i d  you have a hand i n  t h e  plan-
ning f o r  t h e  opera t ion  i n  t h e  a r e a  of Son My Vi l l age  on 16 
March 1968? 

A. I d i d  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  f i r s t h a n d  i n  t h e  planning
f o r  the  opera t ion .  A s  was common p r a c t i c e ,  I ' m  s u r e  I was 
b r i e f e d  on t h e  p lan .  I ' m  s u r e  I was t o l d  t h a t  coordina t ion  
would be requ i red  with ARVN s i n c e  it was o u t s i d e  of the  a r e a  
of opera t ions .  I ' m  s u r e  I a l l o c a t e d  t h e  a i r l i f t  t h a t  c a r r i e d  
the  t roops  i n  a s  was normal p r a c t i c e .  We looked t o  see  where 
opera t ions  were going t o  be and when they would t ake  p lace  
and somebody g o t  t h e i r  a i r l i f t  a t  c e r t a i n  pe r iods  of time. 

Q. I n  a l l o c a t i n g  a i r l i f t ,  how d i d  you do t h i s ?  

A. The G 3  would normally come i n  saying he re  a r e  
reques ts  from br igades  f o r  t h e  following day. He would recom-
mend where we put--which ones we put  i n  and when they would 
go i n .  I n  o t h e r  words, i f  everybody wanted t o  go a t  7 
o ' c lock ,  somebody would have t o  go a t  7 and somebody would 
have t o  go l a t e r  on, and t h i s  was done normally t h e  evening 
before  s o  t h e  o rde r s  could go o u t  t o  g e t  t h e  a i r c r a f t  t o  
wherever they  were requi red .  

Q- This opera t ion ,  General KOSTER, as  you a r e  w e l l  
aware, inc luded about n ine  o r  t e n  l i f t  h e l i c o p t e r s  o r  s l i c k s  
along wi th  suppor t ing  guns, perhaps four  o r  conceivably t h e r e  
could have been s i x  f o r  t h e  combat a s s a u l t .  I t  a l s o  concerned 
some elements of t h e  aero-scout u n i t .  We a r e  t r y i n g  t o  
develop information concerning where t h e s e  l i f t  h e l i c o p t e r s  
and where the  gunships e s c o r t i n g  the  l i f t  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  where 
they came from o r  who suppl ied  them. We have some information 
t h a t  some of them came from t h e  174th.  There has  a l s o  been 
some a l l u d i n g  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  some of them poss ib ly  came from 
t h e  176th. But we have never been a b l e  t o  p in  t h i s  down. 
Could you g ive  us any information where w e  might be a b l e  t o  
l o c a t e  t h e  information a s  t o  who provided those  a i r c r a f t  f o r  
t h a t  opera t ion?  
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A. A l l  I know i s  the--our p r o v i s i o n a l  a i r  cav  t r o o p  
w a s  involved  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  I t  would be  r ea sonab le  t h a t  
as t h e  l i f t  s h i p s  w e r e  provided--we would have p u l l e d  t h e  
guns ,  had they  been  a v a i l a b l e ,  from t h e  company t h a t  normal-
l y  worked o u t  of Duc Pho. I f  t h o s e  guns had -no t  of been a v a i l -
a b l e ,  they would have been p u l l e d  from some o t h e r  area i n  
o r d e r  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  a i r  a s s a u l t .  Th is  would have been d i s -
cussed t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  had we been s t r i p p i n g  them o u t  of 
ano the r  a r e a ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it i s  a t h i n g  t h a t  goes down 
as a permanent r e c o r d  a t  a l l .  I t ' s - - " T h i s  i s  what t hey  do 
tomorrow morning," and t h a t ' s  it. I doubt t h a t  it would have 
been recorded.  

Q - .. Would such d a t a  have been a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  
of your  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ?  

A. I f  it would have been a v a i l a b l e  anyplace,  be-
cause  he  i s  t h e  one who came i n  and made t h e  recommendations 
as t o  where w e  get t h e  guns.  I f  anybody recorded  i t ,  he 
would have been t h e  one,  I t h i n k .  

Q. Your 174th  Av ia t ion  Company and t h e  176 th ,  t hey  
w e r e  a s s igned  t o  what u n i t  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A.  I ' m  s u r e  t hey  were p a r t  of t h e  1 4 t h  Av ia t ion  Bat-
t a l i o n .  

Q B a t t a l i o n .  Was t h i s  b a t t a l i o n  an o r g a n i c  p a r t  
of your  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  I had a  s u p p o r t i n g  b a t t a l i o n  a s  w e l l  as 
my o rgan ic  b a t t a l i o n ,  _ 

Q.  Then t h e  a c t u a l  o r d e r s  f o r  p r o v i s i o n  of  a i r c r a f t  
would have been i s s u e d  from d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s  through t h e  
14 th  Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  Is t h a t  a l o g i c a l  assumption? 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  u n l e s s  f o r  some reason  the- - i f  t h e  174th--
whichever one w a s  down i n  t h e  Duc Pho a r e a ,  and I d o n ' t  re-
call which one,  i f  t h e y  could have provided a l l  t h e  l i f t  from 
t h e i r  own r e s o u r c e s  as w e l l  a s  t h e  guns,  t h i s  might n o t  have 
r e q u i r e d  very much a c t i o n  o r  c o o r d i n a t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  
a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r .  Because we normally--if t h e r e  is  a company 
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in t h e  a r e a  and w e  d i d  have one i n  t h e  Duc Pho a r e a  t h a t  
supported t h a t  g e n e r a l  z rea- - i f  they  could  handle  it w i t h i n  
t h a t  a r e a  w e  l e t  them run t h e i r  own a v i a t i o n .  

Q W e  have some impress ions  t h a t  t h e  a v i a t i o n  u n i t  
a t  Duc Pho w a s  p r e t t y  bad ly  t o r n  up du r ing  T e t  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  
of mor ta r ing  and r o c k e t s ,  and t h a t  it took them q u i t e  a wh i l e  
t o  r e c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  a i r c r a f t  a s s e t s  o f  t h a t  u n i t .  

A. Th i s  i s  c o r r e c t .  I d o n ' t  know about  t h e  t iming
of replacements .  I t  seemed t o  me t h a t  w e  g o t  replacements  
r a t h e r  t i m e l y ,  b u t  it d i d  s u f f e r  damage t o  a i r c r a f t  du r ing  T e t .  

Q. Would you normally be  t h e  approving a u t h o r i t y  f o r  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  O r  haa  you d e l e g a t e d  such approva l  t o  t h e  b r i -
gade commander f o r  o p e r a t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  AO's? 

A. Very d e f i n i t e l y  o p e r a t i o n s  v i i th in  t h e i r  AO, and,  
r e a l l y ,  it came t o  d i v i s i o n  f o r  a l l o c a t i o n  of r e sou rces  f o r  a 
t u r n  down i f  w e  w e r e  u s ing  r e sou rces  e l sewhere .  But o t h e r  t h a n  
t h a t ,  i f  we could  suppor t  t h e  a c t i o n  w e  normally s u p p l i e d  t h e  
r e sou rces .  I w a s  t o l d  i n  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g  o r  a  subsequent  
p lanning  d i s c u s s i o n  about  such type  o p e r a t i o n s .  I t  was w e l l  
w i t h i n  my power t o  s ay  no o r  go o r  something. 

9- What was your  p o l i c y  i n  t h e  A m e r i c a 1  D iv i s ion  f o r  
t h e  burn ing  of s t r u c t u r e s ,  t h e  bu rn ing  of hamle ts  o r  v i l l a g e s ,  
and a l s o  what was your  p o l i c y  concerning p l a c i n g  of a r t i l l e r y  
preps  on hamle ts  o r  v i l l a g e s ?  

A. W e l l ,  we had,  I though t ,  a v e r y  s t r o n g  p o l i c y  
a g a i n s t  burn ing  and p i l l a g i n g  i n  v i l l a g e s ,  Granted,  du r ing  an 
a c t i o n  where t h e  enemy was i n  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  would be  some de-
s t r u c t i o n .  -But I had spoken t o  b r i g a d e  commanders f r e q u e n t l y ,  
bo th  a s  a group and p e r s o n a l l y ,  about  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  t y p e  
of t h i n g  would n o t  be  t o l e r a t e d .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  i n  our  r u l e s  
of engagement it emphasized t h i s  very  s t r o n g l y .  The second 
p a r t  of your  q u e s t i o n  was--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  To do w i t h  a r t i l l e r y .  

A. A r t i l l e r y .  I would say  t h a t  o u r  p o l i c y  inso-
f a r  a s  a r t i l l e r y  was concerned was normal ly  p u t t i n g  it i n t o  
l and ing  zones a s  a l and ing  zone prep .  I f  w e  had an observed 
t a r g e t  w i t h i n  an i n h a b i t e d  a r e a  w e  had t o  engage,  w e  cou ld  
have p u t  i t  on t h e r e  b u t  w e  would have avoided  it i f  a t  a l l  
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A. They would n o t  have inc luded  obvious noncombatants 
who were i n  no way doing a h o s t i l e  a c t ,  who were merely leav-
ing t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a s  anytime you g o t  i n t o  one of  t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  
normally t h e r e  were p l e n t y  of  people  d e p a r t i n g  it. 

Then. 

A. W e l l ,  my i n s t r u c t i o n s  would have been c e r t a i n l y  
t h a t  t hey  would n o t  f i r e  on noncombatants a t  t h o s e  t i m e s .  

Q- Then they  would engage on ly  t h o s e  t h a t  t hey  
could i d e n t i f y  a s  armed h o s t i l e  enemy. 

A. Armed o r  h o s t i l e  a c t  o r  m i l i t a r y  equipment of 
some type ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a f i r e  a r m .  

Q- Coming down t o  t h e  d a t e  of t h e  1 6 t h ,  General  
KOSTER, what w a s  your  f i r s t  knowledge of  t h e  ope ra t ion?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l  p o s i t i v e l y  t h a t  I was--
wi tnessed  an a i r  a s s a u l t  i n  t h e  My La i  area on t h a t  d a t e .  
I t  was my p r a c t i c e  t h a t  when we had one o r  s e v e r a l  du r ing  
t h e  day I would go over  and o v e r f l y  some of them, n o t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  a l l  of  them. And t h i s  i s ,  I might  add, i s  one 
of t h e  t h i n g s  Colonel  HENDERSON d i d  say .  He s a i d  t h a t  I 
had landed t o  r e f u e l  a t  D o t t i e  a t  9 o ' c l o c k  t h a t  day. I 
d o n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l  whether  I d i d  o r  n o t ,  b u t  it was my 
p r a c t i c e  t o  go and observe a i r  a s s a u l t s  u s u a l l y  u n t i l  t h e  
t roops  were on t h e  ground s a f e l y ,  and i f  t h e y  had n o t  been 
taken under f i r e  a t  t h a t  c r i t i c a l  t ime of  coming i n  on t h e  
ground I ' d  normally l e a v e  t h e  a r e a  and go someplace else. 

Q- There a r e  some i n d i c a t i o n s ,  Genera l  KOSTER, t h a t  
you were a t  LZ D o t t i e  t h a t  morning. This--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This  i s  e n t i r e l y  p o s s i b l e .  

Q L e t  m e  r e f r e s h  your  memory, which may be h e l p f u l  
f o r  you. One o f  t h e  command and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r s  had 
picked up southwest  of My La i  what t hey  though t  were two VC 
p r i s o n e r s ,  and t h e s e  were flown t o  LZ D o t t i e  f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  
There a r e  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  you were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what i n f o r -
mation t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  might have been a b l e  t o  p rov ide ,  
and t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  was i s s u e d  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  them immediately. 
And t h e r e  are i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t hey  d i d  n o t  t u r n  o u t  t o  be 
VC b u t  w e r e  something else. Does t h a t  r e f r e s h  your memory? 
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A. Not t o  my p h y s i c a l  p resence  t h e r e .  I t  r e f r e s h e s  
my memory t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  were a couple  of PF o r  RE' 
o r  somebody had been p icked  up d u r i n g  the--from t h e  c i v i l i a n s  
t h a t  w e r e  on t h e  roads  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

4 .  The i n d i c a t i o n  w a s  t h a t  you w e r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and a s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  i n  q u i t e  a normal 
f a s h i o n  r a t h e r  p u l l e d  t h e  l e g  of  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  concerned 
t h a t  t hey  were coming up w i t h  a couple  of VC p r i s o n e r s  who 
had i n  f a c t  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be  some PF ' s  t h a t  had been cap tu red ,  
and when t h e  peop le  came o u t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  they  took t h i s  
oppor tun i ty  t o  e scape .  

A.  I t  sounds e n t i r e l y  r ea sonab le ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i -
c a l l y  r e c a l l  t h a t  t ype  of  a c t i o n  a t  D o t t i e .  I would have--
could ,  a s  I have said--come i n  t o  r e f u e l ,  b u t  t o  have s t a y e d  
t h e r e  t h a t  long ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I became involved  i n  t h i s .  

Q T h i s  w a s  comparat ively  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning, i n  
t h e  t ime frame of  9:30 t o  10 o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  morning. 

A. Could have been,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q What f i r s t  r e p o r t  do  you r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g
from t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  W e l l ,  l e t  m e  go back- - le t  m e  r eph rase  
t h i s  e n t i r e l y .  Tha t  morning d i d  you have a d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  
Colonel  HENDERSON i n  which, a t  F i r e  Support  Base D o t t i e ,  i n  
which he  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i n  f l y i n g  over  t h e  v i l l a g e  and around 
t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  h e  had seen  what he had thought  was two VC 
k i l l e d  and had d i r e c t e d  t h e  weapons be  picked up, b u t  t h a t  
he had a l s o  s een  s i x  t o  e i g h t  noncombatants which had been 
k i l l e d  which h e  r e p o r t e d  t o  you a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. I do n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember a conve r sa t ion  
l i k e  t h a t .  

Q- There  are i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you 
were most unhappy w i t h  the--maybe "most" i s  n o t  e x a c t l y  t h e  
a d j e c t i v e  o r  adverb t h a t  should be used--but t h a t  you w e r e  
cons ide rab ly  unhappy and i s s u e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
t h a t  i f  t h e r e  was any k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  t h i s  would 
s t o p  and s o  i n d i c a t e d  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A. W e l l ,  I s u s p e c t  t ha t - - I  f e l t  very s t r o n g l y  about  
k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s ,  and i f  I had been t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  
had been some, I would have reemphasized t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e s e  
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people had t o  be awful ly  c a r e f u l  when they were working 
around an i n h a b i t e d  v i l l a g e .  

MR WEST: I would l i k e  t o  e l a b o r a t e  on t h i s  j u s t  a l i t t l e  
more. Colonel HENDERSON t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he m e t  you a t  Land- 
i n g  Zone D o t t i e  between 9 and 9:30 t h e  morning of 16 March 
1968;  t h a t  he r e p o r t e d  he had observed s i x  t o  e i g h t  c i v i l -  
i a n s  dead i n  and around My Lai  ( 4 )  du r ing  t h e  a c t i o n ;  t h a t  
you w e r e  shocked and s u r p r i s e d  and you i n s t r u c t e d  him t o  
look i n t o  t h i s  matter and l e t  you know t h e  d e t a i l s  of it. 
But I g a t h e r  t h a t  you do n o t  r e c a l l  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  conver-
s a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  no, s ir .  I t  d o e s n ' t  sound 
unreasonable ,  b u t  I wouldn ' t  have s a i d  t h a t  I would have been 
n e c e s s a r i l y  shocked. I would have s a i d  t h a t  he should cer-
t a i n l y  cau t ion  h i s  t roops  t h a t  t h i s  t ype  o f  t h i n g  c e r t a i n l y  
wasn ' t  t o l e r a t e d ,  and any t i m e  t hey  were i n  a  b u i l t  up a r e a  
they had t o  do eve ry th ing  they  could t o  p reven t  it. 

10: E i t h e r  from your v i s i t  t o  F i r e  Support  Base 
Do t t i e  o r  by monitoring t h e  r a d i o  o r  by r e p o r t s  from your 
headquar t e r s ,  what was your impression a t  t h a t  time con-
cern ing  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  and t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  which were 
i n f l i c t e d  on t h e  enemy e a r l y  i n  t h e  ope ra t ion?  

A. A s  I say ,  I pe r sona l ly  c a n ' t  say  p o s i t i v e l y  t h a t  
I was over  t h e  a i r  a s s a u l t .  Those I d i d  observe down t h e r e  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  was a--ever a determined s t a n d  
a g a i n s t  ou r  i n i t i a l  l andings  o r  t h a t  they  r a n  i n t o  g r e a t  
operat ion--opposi t ion a t  t h e  t i m e  I w a s  ove r  t h e  a rea .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  t h a t  t h e  i n i t i a l  
a s s a u l t  was unopposed, o r  what w e  might c a l l  a co ld  LZ? 

A. No, sir.  

Q- And subsequent ly  i t - - a t  l e a s t  it was r epor t ed  t o  
have changed t o  a h o t  LZ? 

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l ,  no, s i r ,  one way o r  another .  

a- Within t h e  guidance which you had issued--and 
we w i l l  come around t o  some w r i t t e n  i n s t r u c t i o n s  l a t e r  on--
bu t  i n  your i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  guidance which had been 
i s sued  t o  your command should t h e  burning of a  hamlet  o r  
v i l l a g e  have been repor ted?  
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A. Yes, sir. I t  s h o u l d n ' t  have been done i n  t h e  
f i rs t  p lace .  

Q m  Should it have been ordered? 

A. No, sir. ' I t  should n o t  have been ordered.  I t  is  
conceivable t h a t  i f  t h i s  had been a r e a l  con tes ted  a c t i o n  
t h a t  some of t h e s e  h u t s  might have burned. A s  I r e c a l l  t h i s  
whole genera l  a r e a  t h e r e  were few of t h e  o l d  permanent bui ld-
ings  s t i l l  s tanding .  Most of the  th ings  t h a t  people l i v e d  i n  
were tha tched roofed ,  tha tched s i d e s ,  t h e  type of  s t r u c t u r e  
t h a t  would--that could be-- that  would be s e t  a f i r e  by some 
of t h e  munitions t h a t  we had been using,  t r a c e r s  and what 
have you. 

Q. The t e r m  t h a t  i s  used q u i t e  f r equen t ly  by t h e  
wi tnesses  i s  t h e  word "hootch." Is t h i s  genera l ly  what 
you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  when you say bamboo s i d e s ,  tha tched 
roofs  and s o  f o r t h ,  a s  temporary s t r u c t u r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Was it e v e r  c a l l e d  to ,  your a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  during 
the  course of t h i s  opera t ion  t h a t  s i x  hamlets were burned? 

A. No, sir.  Not t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge. I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any r e p o r t  such a s  t h a t  being given t o  m e .  

Q Was it e v e r  c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  the 
prep w a s  p laced ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t ,  on My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, sir.  Our preps normally would, have been on 
t h e  L Z ' s .  F i r s t  a r t i l l e r y  and then gunships, and then  be ing  
capable of be ing  s h i f t e d  wherever needed once oppos i t ion  was 
found . 
Q- Then i f  i n s t r u c t i o n s  were i s sued  t o  p lace
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  on a v i l l a g e  o r  hamlet o r  t o  burn hamlets,  
t hese  would be i n  v i o l a t i o n  of your i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  p o l i c i e s ,  
and o rde r s?  

A. Yes, sir. 

MR WEST: General KOSTER, w i th  r e fe rence  t o  your going o u t  
and v i s i t i n g  an opera t ion  such as  t h i s ,  d i d  you have a desig-
na ted  a l t i t u d e  a t  which you flew? 

b 
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A. I usua l ly  flew above everybody e l s e  because I 
f igured  t h a t  a l l  of them had more t o  do wi th  t h e  opera t ion  
than  I d id .  

Q - This  was an SOP t h a t  you had c e r t a i n  reserved 
a i r  space? 

A. No, s i r ,  not--you mean reserved  i n  t h e  sense 
t h a t  t h a t  was where I flew? 

Q Y e s .  For example a t  a c e r t a i n  a l t i t u d e  from 
1,500 t o  2,000 o r  something l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. N o ,  sir. I had nothing. I j u s t  flew above a l l  
t he  o t h e r  p lanes  t h a t  were t h e r e .  

I0 : General KOSTER, I have he re  t h e  l o g  of t h e  
America1 Divis ion  f o r  1 6  March 1968, which has been en te red  
i n t o  t h e  record  as  evidence. I r e f e r  t h i s  t o  you a t  t h i s  
time. (I0 hands Exh ib i t  M-6 t o  t h e  wirness  .) The f i r s t  
t h r e e  pages a r e  p e r t i n e n t  t o  our  d i scuss ion  a t  t h e  moment. 

(Witness examines f i r s t  t h r e e  pages of Exh ib i t  M-6. )  

This  i tem, en te red  i n  t h e  l o g  as 0940? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  r epor ted  t o  d i v i s i o n  was a t o t a l  of  
69 k i l l e d  as  r e s u l t  of a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  These a r e  i n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  previous counts t h a t  a r e  en te red  i n  t h e  log .  

. .
A. Y e s ,  sir.  

9- Was t h i s  information repor ted  t o  you? 

A. I ' m  su re  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  opera t ion  were 
r epor ted  t o  me. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  type  of information 
would have been immediately re layed t o  me. I do no t  r e c a l l  
t h a t  it was. 

Q. When you were away from your t a c t i c a l  ope ra t ion  
c e n t e r  d i d  you have cons tan t  communication wi th  them? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Did they make it, o r  you make it a p r a c t i c e  of 
keeping you informed, i n  broad terms, concerning t h e  progress  
of opera t ions?  
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A. They d i d  t h i s  occas iona l ly ,  and more f requent ly  I 
would c a l l  i n  and say what 's  s i g n i f i c a n t .  

Q Yes. So it would be normal i f  you would be--for 
major a c t i v i t i e s - - t h a t  you would be reasonably w e l l  a b r e a s t  
of i t ?  

A. Yes, sir. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  I would have been t o l d  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  how t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  had come about ,  b u t  I suspec t  
I would have been given more an o rde r  of magnitude as  t o  
numbers of enemy found. 

Q. I r e f e r  you now t o  t h e  l a s t  i tem i n  t h e  log.  

A. On t h i s  page you mean? 

Q - No, a c t u a l l y  it is  i tem number 94 .  

(Witness examines i t e m  9 4  of Exh ib i t  M-6 .) 

When would information such as  t h i s  normally be 
c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. Normally it would have been a t  the- -cer ta in ly  a t  
t h e  evening b r i e f i n g .  Poss ib ly ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  a c t i o n s  before  
then ,  e i t h e r  by t h e  ve rba l  t ransmissions o r  a s  I was i n  and 
around headquar ters .  

Q - But it ce r t a in ly - -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Cer ta in ly ,  by t h e  evening b r i e f i n g .  
I would have g o t t e n  it t h e r e  i f  no p lace  e l s e .  

Q Do you rectal1 t h i s  b r i e f i n g ,  which included 
r e p o r t i n g  a 128 VC KIA i n  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. I b e l i e v e  I can say I r e c a l l  a s i g n i f i c a n t  number 
such as  t h i s .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of t h e  number s p e c i f i c a l l y  b u t  t h a t  
t h e r e  had been cons iderable  enemy found. 

Q - You w i l l  no te  t h a t  t h i s  r e p o r t  a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
t h e r e  were t h r e e  i n d i v i d u a l  weapons which were captured? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And a l s o  on t h e  U . S .  s i d e  t h e r e  were two K I A ' s .  
Was t h i s  d i s p a r i t y  i n  r a t i o  of weapons captured t o  VC KIA 
discussed  a t  t h e  s t a f f  meeting o r  discussed wi th  anybody 
subsequent? 
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A. I c a n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  say i f  and when it was 
d i scussed .  I do know t h a t  we normally had a h i g h e r  weapons 
r a t i o  on o p e r a t i o n s .  However, a l s o  i nc luded  i n  h e r e  was a 
c e r t a i n  amount of web g e a r ,  a c e r t a i n  amount of  g renades ,  
some booby t r a p s .  Whether t hey  were a l l  implanted o r  n o t  I 
do no t  know. W e  had known t h a t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  they  were t r a i n -
i n g  sappe r  u n i t s .  The sappe r  u n i t s  had been most a c t i v e  a long  
t h e  highways a s  w e l l  a s  throughout  t h e  Muscatine a r e a ,  p a r t -
i c u l a r l y  where they  could  go o u t  and p ick  up t h e  o l d  Korean 
mine f i e ld s  and have l o t s  of m a t e r i a l  t o  work w i t h .  I knew 
t h a t  they  had j u s t  made an a b o r t i v e  a t t empt  t o  b r i n g  arms 
i n t o  t h a t  a r e a ,  which was du r ing  Te t  when t h e y  landed r i g h t  
on t h e  beach a t  Duc Pho i n s t e a d  of on f u r t h e r  no r th  which was 
where t hey  a t tempted t o  l and  once when t h e  Koreans were t h e r e  
and they  cap tu red  t h e i r  whole s h i p  and arms and eve ry th ing .  We 
knew they  were "cadre ing"  t o  b r i n g  young people  i n ,  t o  g ive  
them t r a i n i n g .  They would a r m  them wi th  a lmos t  any th ing  t h e y  
had,  a s  you w e l l  know, and as you went o u t  and looked a t  t h e  
a f t e r  r e s u l t  ?f an a t t a c k  on an a r e a  you found t h a t  many of  
t h e  people  w e r e n ' t  c a r r y i n g  arms. Ra ther  t h e y  were c a r r y i n g  
grenades  o r  s a t c h e l  cha rges ,  o r  t hey  j u s t  w e r e n ' t  armed wi th  
a weapon s o  t o  speak.  L a t e r ,  i n  an o p e r a t i o n  ac ros s  t h e  road 
w e  found t h a t  t hey  were probably b r i n g i n g  a r m s  i n  from o v e r  
l and  because w e  uncovered a l a r g e  arms cache i n  o p e r a t i o n  
Norfolk V ic to ry ,  I b e l i e v e  it was, e a r l y  i n  A p r i l .  I b e l i e v e  
t h a t  e i t he r - -gene ra l ly  t h e s e  would have been some of  t h e  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  t h a t  would have come t o  mind t o  unders tand 
t h e  d i s p a r i t y  i n  weapons, and as you w e l l  know, many o f  t h e s e  
VC u n i t s  h i d  t h e i r  weapons i n  t h e  dayt ime,  and they  were 
f r e q u e n t l y  t u rned  from one u n i t  t o  ano the r  because t h e r e  
w a s  a d e f i n i t e  s c a r c i t y  of arms i n  t h a t  area. 

Q. What w a s  your  normal r a t i o  of cap tu red  i n  an 
ope ra t ion?  I ' m  n o t  r e f e r r i n g  t o  caches and s o  f o r t h .  I ' m  
t a l k i n g  about  i n  an ope ra t ion - -ope ra t iona l  environment.  What 
w a s  t h e  normal r a t i o  t h a t  you might expec t  weapons cap tu red  
t o  KIA? , 

A. Most of  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  t h a t  w e  developed inc luded  
t h e  caches ,  and I s u s p e c t  i t  would have been on t h e  o r d e r  
of one f o r  t h r e e .  But t h a t  t y p e  of  d a t a  shou ld  be  a v a i l a b l e  
i n  some r eco rds  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  

Q. W e l l ,  I ' m  j u s t  t h i n k i n g  about  t h e  o r d e r  of magni- 
t u d e  and t h a t  i s  c e r t a i n l y - - t h r e e  t o  128 is n o t  c o n s i s t e n t  
w i t h  t h e  normal r a t i o .  
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A. Not e x a c t l y ,  b u t  i n  t h i s  a rea ,  knowing how hard  
pressed  these  people were, f o r  they had j u s t  gone through t h e  
Quang Ngai Tet  Offensive.  They had l o s t  a l o t  of people and 
they  had l o s t  a lot  of equipment, and we knew t h a t  they were 
r e c r u i t i n g  and t r y i n g  t o  b u i l d  up i n  t h e  area .  

Q. DO you r e c a l l  a conversat ion o r  conversat ions 
wi th  General YOUNG o r  any o t h e r  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  of your head-
q u a r t e r s  concerning t h e  wide v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h i s  r a t i o  o r  t h e  
huge r a t i o  of enemy K I A  t o  weapons? 

A. I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  any conversat ion,  b u t  
t h i s  i s  t h e  type of t h i n g  we would have discussed.  

Q - General YOUNG ind ica ted  t h a t  subsequent t o  your 
s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  and i n  going t o  your q u a r t e r s  o r  your o f f i c e ,  
a s  t h e  case may be,  t h a t  you and he had walked o u t  toge the r  
and t h a t  you had d i scussed  it because he was r e a l l y  quest ion-
ing  t h i s  and was q u i t e  concerned about t h i s .  

A. I t  would be something t h a t  we would t a k e  a s  d i f -
f e r e n t  r a t h e r  t h a n  ord inary .  

Q You w i l l  no te  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  t h a t  was submitted,  
General KOSTER, it makes no reference  t o  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  
i n  any form. 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Going back now t o  the  opera t ion  on t h e  16th.  
Evidently based on information which had come t o  him, Colonel 
HENDERSON i s sued  i n s t r u c t i o n s  l a t e  i n  t h e  af te rnoon,  somewhere 
i n  t h e  1500 t o  1600 time per iod ,  f o r  C/1/20 t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  of My Lai. Let  me show you on t h e  map t h e  opera t ion  
as  it had developed up t o  t h a t  time. 

( I 0  o r i e n t s  wi tness  on Exhibi t  MAP-1.) 

C/1/20 had landed west of My L a i ( 4 )  and had 
proceeded through t h e i r  i n i t i a l  ob jec t ive  a r e a  which was 
My Lai ( 4 )  and moved up t o  the  genera l  a r e a  t o  t h e  west of 
My L a i ( 1 ) .  Subsequent t o  t h e i r  a s s a u l t ,  B / 4 / 3  had landed 
an a i r  a s s a u l t  1,500 odd o r  perhaps 2,000 meters t o  t h e  south  
of My Lai ( 4 )  about t h e  time of 9 o 'c lock t o  9 :30, a long i n  
about t h a t  per iod .  But i n  a l l  t h i s  they had l ikewise  pro-
ceeded t o  the  nor th  s o  t h a t  a t  about 1500 t o  1530 t h e  two of 
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them had consol ida ted  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g  a r e a  on map near  what 
is  marked as  O B J  1) and had s t a r t e d  t o  l a a g e r  is t h i s  a rea .  
Colonel HENDERSON had i s sued  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  C/1/20 was 
t o  r e t u r n  t o  My Lai ( 4 )  . And it i s  repor ted  t h a t  t h e s e  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  were i s sued  t o  t h e  company commander leaving  no 
doubt, and a l s o  t h a t  they were t o  make a s p e c i f i c  body count 
t o  i d e n t i f y  them, women, c h i l d r e n ,  anybody a s i d e  from t h e  
m i l i t a r y  c a s u a l t i e s ,  t o  g e t  a d e f i n i t e  count of t h e  casual-  
t i e s  i n  t h a t  a rea  of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  I t  was i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  about 
t h a t  t ime,  having heard t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  and a t  t h e  time 
having no v i s u a l  i n d i c a t i o n  of where you might have been, 
but  t h a t  you in terceded i n  t h e  conversa t ion  and s t a t e d ,  "No 
I d o n ' t  want them t o  go back i n  t h a t  a r e a  through t h a t  mess." 
I n d i c a t i n g  poss ib ly  t h e  minef ie lds  and g e t t i n g  back i n  t h a t  
s i t u a t i o n .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  conversat ion? 

A. I r e c a l l  a  conversat ion with Colonel BARKER along 
these  l i n e s  and t h e r e  is  enough--I would n o t  have assoc ia ted  . 
it with t h i s  opera t ion  n e c e s s a r i l y ,  but  t h e r e  i s  enough t h a t  
r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  opera t ion  t o  cause me t o  say  it probably more 
than l i k e l y  w a s .  I d o n ' t  know whether I c a l l e d  BARKER and 
asked him f o r  a r e p o r t ;  whether I monitored h i s  conversat ion 
and asked him what was going on--sometimes I d id  t h i s .  He 
ind ica ted  t o  me t h a t  t h e  t roops  were t o  be s e n t  back. Colonel 
HENDERSON had t o l d  him t o  send them back, He d i d  not  recom-
mend it i n  view of t h e  l a t e  hour.  I would have--I s t i l l  
t h i n k  t h a t  it was no t  t h e  1 6 t h ,  bu t  t h e  1 7 t h ,  because it seemed 
t o  me t h e r e  was t h e  ques t ion ,  aga in ,  i f  this i s  t h e  same 
opera t ion ,  t h e r e  was the  ques t ion  of h e l i c o p t e r  l i f t  being 
a v a i l a b l e ,  l a i d  on, and t h e  reason it had t o  be decided 
r i g h t  now e i t h e r  t h e  t roops  got  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  o r  they  
were l e f t  t o  s t a r t  t h i s  opera t ion  l a t e  i n  t h e  af ternoon.  Now, 

, 	 ' t h e  mission t h a t  I was t o l d  was n o t  redo t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  a s  
a whole b u t  t o  determine what had k i l l e d  t h e  2 0  some c i v i l -  
i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  I had heard about a t  t h a t  s t a g e  of 
t h e  game. To me, sending t h e  i n f a n t r y  t r o o p s  i n  t o  examine 
bodies such a s  t h a t  which--I have seen a l o t  of bodies and 
I c a n ' t  t e l l  what has k i l l e d  them, most 0% t h e  time--I d i d n ' t  
t h ink  it warranted t h e  r i s k  of p u t t i n g  people i n t o  mine- 
f i e l d s .  To me t h e r e  had been no r e p o r t  of ,  w e l l ,  many 
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s .  There had been a  number which I would 
have considered might be more t h a t  we would e v e r  l i k e  t o  
have on an opera t ion  l i k e  t h i s ,  bu t  not  w r e  than could have 
happened from one a r t i l l e r y  s h e l l ,  one gunship run ,  h i t t i n g  
one booby t r a p  by t h e  Vietnamese themselves,  o r  what could 
have taken p lace  i n  t h e  exchange of smal l  arms. And now I 
don ' t  r e c a l l  using any terminology of mess. I don ' t  t h i n k  
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I would have. I can v i s u a l i z e  t h a t  during t h e  course of t h i s  
d i scuss ion  I th ink  I r e c a l l  Colonel BARKER d i d  t a l k  t o  one of 
h i s  company commanders a s  t o  what h i s  s t a t u s  was, was he--
d i d  he  have supp l i e s  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  I n  o t h e r  words, 
I think--I  d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  a company commander d i r e c t l y  a s  f a r  
a s  I know, b u t  I th ink  during t h e  course of t h i s  conversat ion 
BARKER d id .  

Q. Were you t a l k i n g  t o  him on t h e  ground .or--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  NO, s i r ,  i n  t h e  a i r .  

Q. You could have been most any p lace?  

A. I was going--returning t o  Chu Lai t o  go t o  t h e  
evening b r i e f i n g  i s  where I was going, and I had j u s t  l e f t  
one of t h e  L Z ' s  o r  someplace down i n  t h a t  genera l  a r e a .  

Q A r e  you s u r e  t h a t  you were t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel 
CALHOUN, I mean Colonel BARKER? Could you have been t a l k i n g  
t o  t h e  opera t ions  o f f i c e r ,  Major CALHOUN? 

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  so.  I b e l i e v e  I was t a l k i n g  t o  
Colonel BARKER. I would say t h a t  t h e  only conversat ion I 
remember, I was t a l k i n g  t o  BARKER. I f  he had answered 
BARKER'S c a l l  s ign  and never i d e n t i f i e d  h imsel f ,  I t h i n k  
I would have s p o t t e d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  voice b u t  I would 
have--i t  never crossed my mind t h a t  I was no t  t a l k i n g  t o  
BARKER. 

Q. You were t a l k i n g ,  a t  l e a s t ,  t o  Task Force Barker. 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. The ind iv idua l  who was i s s u i n g  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
t o  Captain MEDINA? 

A. To whomever he was i s s u i n g  .... 
Q. Y e s .  

(Witness g ives  no response. ) 

You r e c a l l  t h e  s ta tement  made by Captain MEDINA 
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o r  t h e  company commander arguing a g a i n s t  going back t o  My 
Lai  ( 4 )  t h a t  af ternoon? 

A. As I s a y ,  I thought t h a t  i t  was on a day when 
t h e r e  were a i r l i f t s  and t h i s  was one o f  t h e  c r i t i c a l  problems. 
I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  ques t ion  of booby t r a p s ,  mines, and enemy 
a c t i o n  must have been a  p a r t  of t h i s  cons idera t ion .  I d o n ' t  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember what a company commander s a i d .  
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Q The i n d i c a t i o n s  which we have a r e  t h a t  he argued
a g a i n s t  r e t u r n i n g  because of t h e  l a t e  hour i n  t h e  day being 
he re  wel l  beyond t h e  ob jec t ive  , t h e  v i l l a g e ,  maybe 1,500 t o  
2,000 meters ,  and t h a t  he would not  have time t o  g e t  t h i s  
accomplished and get back t o  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  by dark? 

# 

A. It  sounds very reasonable.  I know t h e  l a t e  time 
frame was of t h e  prime cons idera t ion .  

Q A t  t h i s  t ime,  l e t  me go on with t h i s  opera t ion  
as  it evolved dur ing  t h e  succeeding days. The n i g h t  of t h e  
16 th ,  according to a l l  t h e  information which we have, t h e  
two u n i t s  l aagered  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  On t h e  17 th ,  C/1/20 moved 
t o  the  south g e n e r a l l y  t o  t h e  e a s t  of H i l l  85 through t h e  
v i l l a g e s  of My Khe ( 3 )  , 'My Khe (1) and ended up genera l ly ,  
l a t e r  on i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon ,  down around My Khe ( 2 )  subsequent 
t o  which they again  moved t o  t h e  nor th  and laagered  some-
where genera l ly  i n  t h i s  a rea  on t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  17th  
(po in t ing  t o  an a r e a  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  H i l l  8 5 ) .  Bravo 
Company moved to t h e  south p a r a l l e l i n g  Char l i e  Company, going 
across  t h e  b r i d g e  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  proceeding down t h i s  s t r i p  
of Land, t h e  c o a s t a l  a r e a ,  through t h e  v i l l a g e s  of Co Lay 
( I ) ,  (2), and ( 3 1 ,  and they re turned  t o  l aager  somewhere i n  
t h i s  genera l  a r e a  on t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  17th ( i n d i c a t i n g  an 
a rea  along t h e  mast genera l ly  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h a t  of Char l i e  
Company) . On t h e  1 8 t h ,  Bravo Company proceeded back through 
My Lai (1) and subsequent ly opera ted  over i n  t h e  a r e a  of An 
Ky, over i n  t h i s  a r e a  on t h e  18th and t h e  19th.  Char l i e  
Company, on t h e  1 8 t h ,  moved t o  t h e  nor th  and secured a 
temporary LZ somewhere i n  t h i s  genera l  a r e a  and then  i n  t h e  
af ternoon proceeded nor th  genera l ly  across  t h e  r i v e r  t o  
somewhere i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  where they were e x t r a c t e d  from h e r e ,  
and were pu l l ed  o u t  of t h e  opera t ion  and re tu rned  t o  F i r e  
Support Base Dot t i e .  Those a r e  t h e  sequence of events  
t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  i n  t h i s  opera t ion  as  w e  have been a b l e  t o  
p iece  them t o g e t h e r .  

I0: We w i l l  take about a 5-minute r e c e s s .  

(The hearing recessed a t  1045 hours ,  1 5  December 
1969. ) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1101 hours ,  15  
December 1969. ) 
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I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: A l l  pe rsons  who were p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  
recessed a r e  a g a i n  p r e s e n t .  

I0: Genera l  KOSTER, when w e  r e c e s s e d  we w e r e  t a l k i n g  
about t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  be ing  i s s u e d  t o  r e q u i r e  C h a r l i e  
company t o  retrace t h e i r  s t e p s  and go back i n t o  MY L a i  ( 4 )  
and make a body count .  Did you h e a r  any th ing ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  determining how they  were k i l l e d ,  t o  de te rmine  t h e  number 
of c a s u a l t i e s  by s e x ,  age as w e l l ?  

A. No, sir.  I d i d  n o t ,  n o t  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q - Is it normal t h a t  a d i v i s i o n  commander would i n t e r -  
cede i n  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  have been i s s u e d  by t h e  b r i g a d e  
commander? 

A. I t  i s  n o t  normal. However, i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  I d i d n ' t  
t h ink  it w a s  p ruden t  t o  under take  an o p e r a t i o n  on t h e  s p u r  of 
the  moment a t  t h i s  l a t e  d a t e  i n  an a r e a  t h a t  had caused innum- 
e r a b l e  c a s u a l t i e s  because of  mines and booby t r a p s ,  and f o r  
t h e s e  people  t o  push h a s t i l y  t o  under take  a  mi s s ion  l i k e  t h i s  

'caused 	m e  t o  s a y ,  "Don' t  under take  i t . "  I t o l d  them s p e c i f i -  
c a l l y  t o  t e l l  Colonel  HENDERSON, and t h e  b e s t  I r e c a l l ,  t h e r e  
has been some problem communicating w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON was 
one of t h e  r ea sons  t h a t  t hey  were t e l l i n g  m e  a l l  of t h i s ,  b u t  
t h i s  aga in  s t i c k s  i n  t h e  back of my mind someway. I do know 
t h a t  I d i s c u s s e d  it wi th  General  YOUNG s h o r t l y  a f t e r  I g o t  
back t o  t h e  CP. I t o l d  him t h a t  I had s topped  t h i s .  And w i t h  
e i t h e r  General  YOUNG o r  Colonel  HENDERSON, I i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  if 
we f i n a l l y  dec ide  t o  go i n  and look a t  t h i s  p l a c e  w e  can do s o  
as  a planned o p e r a t i o n ,  e i t h e r  a i r  a s s a u l t  back i n  o r  what 
have you. 

Q e  There a r e  some i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  as t h i s  conversa-
t i o n  was be ing  c a r r i e d  on between t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i s s u i n g  i n -  
s t r u c t i o n s  from F i r e  Support  Base D o t t i e  and C/1/20 t h a t  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  were i s s u e d  t h a t  you i s s u e d  
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  n o t  t o  go back i n  i n  a matter of seconds o r  
a t  t h e  most ,  a minute o r  two. 

A*  You mean a  minute o r  two a f t e r  I had heard--= 1% 

r e c a l l ,  I had a r a the r - -we l l ,  more t h a n  a m i n u t e ' s  conversa-
t i o n  w i t h  an i n d i v i d u a l  who I thought  was Colonel  BARKER, and 
it wasn ' t  an off- the-top-of-head,  "Don' t  go." his was a 
Itwhy a r e  you go ing?  What's t h e  problem w i t h  going?" This  
s o r t  of t h i n g .  ~twas n o t  j u s t  a-- to t h e  best  o f  my know- 
ledge--something I s a i d :  "Don' t  do t h a t . "  ~ l t h o u g heven 
before--1 -just know it was bad p r a c t i c e  t o  move people  a t  
t h a t  t i m e  o f  day,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  
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MR MACCRATE: I would l i k e  t o  ask you, g e n e r a l ,  what i s  your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  a s  t o  what Colonel BARKER s a i d  a s  t o  why t h e  
f o r c e  was going? You i n d i c a t e  i n  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  
your q u e s t i o n  was: "Why a r e  you going?" and "What was t h e  
problem i n  going?" a s  t o  why they  were going,  what i s  
your b e s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. My b e s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  was t h a t  it was t o  determine 
what type  of  f i r e  caused t h e  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  and a t  t h a t  
s t a g e  of t h e  game w e  w e r e  t a l k i n g  about 20 some c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s .  

Q. W e l l ,  you i n d i c a t e d  a moment ago t h a t  i f  you
concluded t h a t  a look w a s  necessa ry ,  you could go back 
wi th  an a i r  a s s a u l t .  Would t h a t  have been a common s t e p  i n  
t h e  even t  of i n fo rma t ion  of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  t o  go back 
wi th  an a i r  a s s a u l t  t o  determine what t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  had 
been? 

A. ~twouldn ' t  have been normal t o  go back t o  
determine t h a t .  However, w e  knew w e  were i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
t h e  e n t i r e  i n c i d e n t .  I d o n ' t  know s p e c i f i c a l l y  why we 
would have d i r e c t e d  any back,  b u t  I guess I can v i s u a l i z e  
t h a t ,  yes ,  i f  w e  went back it could always be done. Again, 
somewhere I have developed i n  my mind t h a t  t h i s  was a 
ques t ion  of t h e  company l e a v i n g  t h e  a r e a  a t  t h e  t i m e  which 
does n o t  f i t  i n t o  t h e  p a t t e r n  of ope ra t ion  a s  you dep ic t ed  
it t o  m e ,  b u t  that 's  t h e  way I remember. 

Q. How long  a f t e r  t h e  even t  could you go back and 
expect  t o  f i n d  any informat ion  t h a t  would be h e l p f u l  i n  
answering t h e  q u e s t i o n  of how t h e  c i v i l i a n  noncombatants 
were k i l l e d ?  

A. I t h i n k  it i s  something t h a t  would have had t o  
have been done i n  2 o r  3 days.  

Q With r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  l o g ,  M - 6 ,  I b e l i e v e  y o u '  
s t i l l  have it b e f o r e  you, when you come t o  t h e  p o i n t  of  
t h e  summary e n t r y  such a s  number 9 4 ,  how i n  your normal 
procedures  would t h a t  e n t r y  be prepared? Who would be t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  would provide t h e  informat ion  
t h a t  would appear  i n  such a summary e n t r y ?  

A. I ' d  s ay  t h a t  it would come from t h e  ope ra t ions  
s e c t i o n  of  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  t o  t h e  br igade  and t h e n  t o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  headquar t e r s .  
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Q* To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e r e  were p u r i f y i n g  e n t r i e s  
t o  e l i m i n a t e  i n a c c u r a c i e s  o r  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  i n  e a r l i e r  r e p o r t s  
dur ing  t h e  day,  would such r e v i s i o n  be t h e  work a t  t h e  t a s k  
fo rce  l e v e l ,  o r  would it be by in t e r change  between b r igade  and 
t a s k  f o r c e ,  o r  d i v i s i o n  and b r igade?  J u s t  how would those  
t h i n g s  be worked o u t  coming up t o  t h e  t i m e  of  t h e  summary? 

A. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  you g e t  your  i n d i v i d u a l  r e p o r t s  
coming as they  happen, and then  a t  t h e  end of a c e r t a i n  p e r i o d  
a  wrap up, a g a i n  made by t a s k  f o r c e  i n i t i a l l y  and forwarded on 
through b r i g a d e  t o  d i v i s i o n .  I f  any of t h e s e  du ty  o f f i c e r s  
a long t h e  way would n o t e ,  would q u e s t i o n  something,  they  would 
have t a l k e d  back and f o r t h  about i t ,  b u t  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  
ref inement  and c o n s o l i d a t i o n  would have been down a t  t h e  lower  
l e v e l .  

Q. I b e l i e v e ,  from t h e  comment t h a t  you made a few 
minutes ago t o  General  PEERS, you r ecogn ize  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  t h e  l a t e  t i m e  frame be ing  of prime c o n s i d e r a t i o n  w i t h  
r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  countermanding of Colonel  HENDERSON'S o r d e r  
might n o t  f i t  i n  t o  t h e  t ime C/1/20 was be ing  a i r l i f t e d  o u t  
of t h e  a r e a .  Did t h i s  i n  any way h e l p  you t o  p l a c e  on one 
day o r  ano the r  when t h i s  may have occur red?  

A. W e l l ,  it seems t o  me t h a t  I had had some a s su rances  
from someone r ega rd ing  t h e  number of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  
being 20 o r  t h e r e a b o u t s .  P r i o r  t o  t h e  t i m e  t h i s  happened, now 
I ' m  f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  I d i d  t a l k  t o  Colonel  BARKER on t h e  
a f t e rnoon  of t h e  l 6 t h ,  and a s  b e s t  I r e c a l l ,  he gave me such 
assurances  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  e i t h e r  he o r  Major CALHOUN had 
been over  t h e  a r e a  most of t h e  t ime.  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  about  
Colonel HENDERSON a t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  a l though  subsequent ly  t o  
t he  t i m e  he t a l k e d  t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  which i s  aga in  
on t h e  1 7 t h  as I r e c a l l  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  
A f t e r  he had t h a t  d i s c u s s i o n ,  General  YOUNG came and t o l d  me 
something of t h e  g i s t  of it, and h e r e  a g a i n  was some assur -
ance a s  t o  what t h e  p i l o t  had a c t u a l l y  s een  and done. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  who f i r s t  mentioned t o  you t h e  p o s s i b i l -  
i t y  of t h e r e  be ing  20 c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. W e l l ,  it came from Colonel  HENDERSON l a t e r  on. I 
d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know who t h e  f i r s t  one would have been.  

Q. You do r e c a l l  communicating w i t h  Colonel  BARKER 
On t h e  a f t e r n o o n  of  16 March? 
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A. I r eca l l - - I 'm  s u r e  I went t o  LZ D o t t i e  where I 
saw BARKER, CALHOUN, o r  somebody e l s e  a t  t h a t  s t a g e  of  t h e  
game. I would have seen  BARKER i f  he would have been t h e r e .  
Some a s su rance  I f e e l  was g iven  me. Although w e  had k i l l e d  
some c i v i l i a n s ,  t hey  were i n f l i c t e d  du r ing  t h e  course  o f  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  and a s  I s a y ,  t h e  number w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  
could have been i n f l i c t e d  through any number of means i n  a 
c o n t e s t e d  b a t t l e ,  I thought .  

Q How have you been a b l e  t o  p l a c e  y o u r s e l f  i n  your  
r e c o l l e c t i o n  a t  LZ D o t t i e  on t h e  a f t e rnoon  of 16 March? 

A. A f t e r  I hea rd  of t h i s  and u n l e s s  t h e r e  had been 
something very  p r e s s i n g  i n  ano the r  p a r t  of  t h e  a r e a ,  t h a t ' s  
where I ' d  have gone. 

Q. You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  however, of  any sequence 
of  even t s  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  w i t h  whom you met, who was p r e s e n t ?  

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t .  

Q Was t h e r e  any r e f e r e n c e  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  which you 
can r e c a l l ,  t o  t h e  r e p o r t  of an a v i a t o r ?  

A. Y e s ,  I - - I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  was because t h i s  would 
have been a f t e r  t h e  t i m e  I had t h e  a v i a t o r ' s  r e p o r t  and t h i s  
i s  what--the on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  t r i g g e r e d  t h e  whole t h i n g  as 
f a r  as I was concerned w a s  t h e  a v i a t o r ' s  r e p o r t .  

Q So t h a t  when General  YOUNG spoke t o  you about t h e  
a v i a t o r ' s  r e p o r t ,  i t ' s  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  you had h e a r d  
about  it b e f o r e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  rLot-- I 'd  hea rd  of t h e - - f i r s t  of  a l l ,  t h e  
a v i a t o r ' s  r e p o r t  t h a t  I a m  t a l k i n g  about  t h a t  t r i g g e r e d  t h e  
whole t h i n g  w a s  when t h e y  f i r s t  gave m e  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  
an a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  had made c e r t a i n  s t a t e m e n t s .  The r e p o r t  
t h a t  I am speaking  of from General  YOUNG was t h e  r e s u l t s  of 
t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of t h e  a v i a t o r  which was t h e  second day. 

Q W e l l ,  it i s  o u r  in format ion  o r  a t  least  w e  
have r ece ived  some in fo rma t ion  t h a t  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  av ia -
t o r ' s  r e p o r t  w a s  b rought  i n  one way o r  ano the r  t o  t h e  a t t e n -
t i o n  of. Colonel  BARKER t h e  a f t e rnoon  of 16 March; t h a t  it w a s  
b rought  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of General  YOUNG a t  a l a t e r  t i m e ,  and 
t h a t  General  YOUNG would have spoken wi th  you about  it a t  a 
s t i l l  l a t e r  t ime ,  probably on t h e  1 7 t h .  And w e ' r e  t h e r e f o r e  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p u t t i n g  t h e  sequence of even t s  t o g e t h e r  t o  t r y  
and determine 
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~ h e t h e rit was General  YOUNG o r  p o s s i b l y  Colonel  BARKER who 
migh t  have been i n  communication wi th  you on t h e  a f t e rnoon  
of 16  March and brought  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  t o  your  a t t e n t i o n .  

A .  W e l l ,  whenever I made t h i s  t r i p  t o  BARKER it 
was a f t e r  I had had t h e  r e p o r t  of what t h e  a v i a t o r  had s a i d .  
somewhere I g o t  t h e  impress ion  i t  was t h e  f i r s t  day of t h i s  
ope ra t ion ,  b u t  I might be  mis taken.  

10: A s  I i n d i c a t e d  t o  you p r e v i o u s l y ,  General  KOSTER, 
you had i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had been t h e r e  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  
on one of your  f i r s t  s ta tements . .  A l l  t h e  i n d i c a t i o n s  we have 
from o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  p l a c e  you a t  LZ D o t t i e  a t  about 9 :30  i n  
t h e  morning. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  A t  t h a t  t ime we h a d n ' t  had--I'm t a l k i n g  
about a subsequent--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes. 

A. V i s i t  t o  D o t t i e  which took p l a c e  i n  t h e  a f t e r -  
noon of t h e  day t h a t  I r ece ived  a  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ' s  r e p o r t  
of what had happened. 

Q- You may have i n  f a c t - - t h i s  i s  twice- - th i s  i s  I 
th ink  one of t h e  t h i n g s  w e ' r e - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I don 't know. 

MR MACCRATE: Is it p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you had two d i f f e r e n t  
r e p o r t s ,  one w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  20 c i v i l i a n s ,  
and t h e  second,  t h e  a v i a t o r ' s  r e p o r t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h a t ' s  conce ivab le ,  b u t  it was t h e  
a v i a t o r ' s  r e p o r t  t h a t  was r e a l l y  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  caused 
us t o  s a y ,  " W e  need t o  have an i n q u i r y  i n t o  what went on. " 
Before t h a t  I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  was concern about  t h e  c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s ,  b u t  n o t  an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e s e  occu r red  i n  
anything b u t  a c o n t e s t e d  combat o p e r a t i o n .  A s  a m a t t e r  of 
f a c t ,  even as I r e c a l l  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ' s  r e p o r t ,  it 
was--even though he t a l k e d  about more f i r i n g  t h a n  was 
r e q u i r e d - - i t  was n o t  i n  t h e  s ense  of  it b e i n g  a c o n t e s t e d  
ope ra t ion .  

MR WEST: W e l l ,  what was t h e  r e p o r t  o f  the h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t  g iven  t o  you a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A .  When it was g iven  t o  me, it was g iven  t o  me 
e a r l y  a f t e rnoon  and aga in  I would have s a i d  t h e  f i r s t  day,  
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but--I  d o n ' t  know. I t  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he had observed 
t h e  t roops  f i r i n g - He f e l t  t h a t  they were employing more 
firepower than  w a s  necessary.  He might have termed it 
ind i sc r imina te  f i repower.  However, I suspec t  t h a t ' s  t h e  
word we've come up with .  He d i d n ' t  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  h e ' d  seen,  
t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d .  He w a s  
concerned about the evacuat ion of people and t h a t  he had 
repor ted  t h i s  through h i s  command channels.  Now, whether 
i n  the  i n i t i a l  report o r  a t  a l a t e r  d a t e  I heard of t h e  con-
f r o n t a t i o n  between t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  and t h e  ground com-
mander, I'm n o t  c e r t a i n .  But here  was a case of a h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t  c ~ m i n gi n  t o  b r i n g  t h i s  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  ground 
commander. I assumed it was. I n  t h e  course of t h i s  he saw 
e i t h e r  wounded o r  noncombatants he wanted t o  evacuate .  He 
c a l l e d  a gunship i n  which they were evacuated. There was 
some conf ron ta t ion  a t  t h a t  time with whomever was on t h e  
ground about whether t h e  gunships should be used f o r  t h i s  
mission,  and probably whether t h e  t roops were f i r i n g  more 
than was requ i red  a g a i n s t  t h e  oppos i t ion  t h a t  was being 
handled, bu t  aga in ,  I g o t  t h i s  a l l  i n  one bundle,  two sep-
a r a t e  th ings .  I am not  su re .  

Q But you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s  time t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  
included an a l l e g a t i o n  of t h e  k i l l i n g  of noncombatant 
c i v i l i a n s  i n  l a r g e  numbers? 

A. I ' d  s a y  very d e f i n i t e l y  it d i d  n o t  t o  t h e  b e s t  
of my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

Q And what was your concern as  a r e s u l t  of t h i s  
r e p o r t ?  

A.  B a s i c a l l y  two concerns: one, t h a t  he d i d  i n d i c a t e  
the  t roops  were f i r i n g  more than he f e l t  was needed, and I 
th ink  I thought t h a t  was a l i t t l e  unusual t h a t  he could 
determine t h i s  from a h e l i c o p t e r ;  and I th ink  t h e  o t h e r  
concern--whether it was immediately a t  t h e  time o r  l a t e r - -
w a s  t h e  concern t h a t  we had these  two people having a 
conf ron ta t ion  about t h e  landing of a chopper i n  t h i s  a rea .  

Q. This  may be r e p e t i t i o u s ,  b u t  it may be s i g n i f i -
can t .  Can you recall from whom you received t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

(KOSTER) 

You mean r e l a y i n g  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  i n i t i a l  r e p o r t ?  

3 3  
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Q- Y e s .  

A. I t h i n k  i n i t i a l l y  I r e c e i v e d  it from General  
YOUNG. Colonel  PARSON conceivably  was t h e r e .. 

Q- Can you f i x  the t i m e ,  General KOSTER? 

A. I can f i x  t h e  t i m e  and day,  b u t  I ' m  not--the day aI thought  w a s  t h e  1 6 t h ;  t h e  time I ' d  say  was e a r l y  a f t e rnoon .  

Q.. E a r l y  a f t e rnoon .  A l l  r i g h t .  Moving back again  
t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  C/1/20 going back t o  t h e  hamlet  t o  check 
t h e  body count ,  it may p o s s i b l y  r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  t o  
h e a r  what Capta in  MEDINA had t o  say  about  t h a t .  H e  was 
i n t e r r o g a t e d  h e r e  on t h e  4 th  of December, and he d e s c r i b e d  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  day and w i t h  r e l a t i o n  to--about t h e  t i m e  
frame of  t h e  a f t e rnoon  o f  s a y ,  1530 t o  1600. 

H e  was ques t ioned  on t h i s  m a t t e r  w i t h  r e g a r d s  t o  
a  r a d i o  communication he  had from Major CALHOUN on t h e  s u b j e c t  
of noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s .  The q u e s t i o n  was, "Do you 
remember t h e  count  of noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  you r e p o r t e d ? "  

Capta in  MEDINA answered: " I  reported--Major 
CALHOUN asked me for--he wanted t o  know how many c i v i l i a n  
k i l l e d .  I t o l d  him t h a t  I d i d  n o t  know e x a c t l y .  H e  s a i d ,  
'I want you t o  move back i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and g e t  a  count;  
I want t o  know how many males,  how many women, and how many 
c h i l d r e n  a r e  dead i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e . '  And I t o l d  him t h a t  due 
t o  the t i m e  and t h e  d i s t a n c e  I d i d  n o t  recommend moving back 
from my l o c a t i o n  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  an  a t t empt  t o  do t h i s  
wi th  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  w e  had,  because w e  w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  p repare  
our  n i g h t  de fense  p o s i t i o n s ,  d igg ing  i n ,  g e t t i n g  i n  our  
resupply  and whatnot .  

(Ques t ion: )  "What t i m e  d i d  he d i r e c t  you t o  
r e t u r n  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ? "  

Capta in  MEDINA s a i d  again :  "I would e s t i m a t e  
t h e  t i m e  t o  be  1530 t o  1600 hours .  Somewhere between t h a t  
t i m e - - 1 ' m  n o t  d e f i n i t e  on t h e  t i m e ,  'Saber1--I  b e l i e v e  t h e  
c a l l  s i g n  w a s  'Saber  6 '  f o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander--he was 
somewhere i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  i n  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r .  H e  broke i n  
on t h e  r a d i o  and he  s a i d ,  'Negat ive ,  d o n ' t  send them back 
there going through t h a t  mess; t h e r e  is  no need f o r  them 
t o  go look a t  t h a t  mess, o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  ' I' 

And t h e n  aga in  he is  q u o t i n g  "Saber 6:" "How 
many d i d  t h e  c a p t a i n  s a y , "  o r  "how many does t h e  6 say  h e ' d  
a c t u a l l y  seen?  

(KOSTER) 33A 
APP T-20 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Captain MEDINA s a i d ,  "I gave him a f i g u r e  of 

somwhere between 20 t o  28 , "  and "Saber 6" s a i d ,  'Well, 

t h a t  sounds about normal; t h a t  sounds about r i g h t .  ' "  


This is t h e  end of t h e  p e r t i n e n t  testimony of 

Captain MEDINA. Does t h a t  r e f r e s h  your memory a t  a l l  about 

the aonversation? 


A. Counsel, it is not  t h e  way I remember t h e  

conversation.  


Q. There w a s  nothing s a i d  about t h i s  time about ' 

e x t r a c t i o n  by he l i cop te r?  

(Witness shakes head.) 
I 

MR WEST: I have no f u r t h e r  quest ions .  May we have a sho r t  

r ecess?  


(The hear ing recessed a t  1133 hours ,  15  December 
1969.) 


(The hear ing was reconvened a t  1148 hours ,  

15 December 1969. ) 


10: The hear ing w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: A l l  persons who w e r e  p r e sen t  when t h e  hear ing  

reaeased are again  presen t .  


10: Do you have 'any f u r t h e r  ques t ions ,  M r .  WEST? 

MR WEST: I d o n ' t  be l i eve  so .  

10: W i t h  r e spec t  t o  changing t h e  o rde r  f o r  C/1/20 
' t h a t  af ternoon,  	w a s  t h e r e  anything s a i d  t h a t  would preclude 
C/1/20 going'back t o  t h e  area on t h e  following day o r  i n  t h e  
immediate fu tu re?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, and I t o l d  
t h e m  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  inform Colonel HENDERSON t h a t  t h i s  i s  
terminated.  I f e e l  certain--I  know I t a lked  t o  General 
YOUNG afterwards and t o l d  him why I had stopped i t - - l a t e  i n  
the day, e s s e n t i a l l y .  And s i n c e  it wasn ' t  common p r a c t i c e ,  
I ' m  s u r e  I discussed it with  Colonel HENDERSON and t o l d  him 
t h e  aame t h ing ,  b u t  no t  t o  preclude whatever f u r t h e r  ac t ion  
he f e l t  was necessary i n  t h e  course of h i s  i nves t iga t ion .  

0. Your ac t ion  then w a s  p r imar i ly  based upon no t  
sub jec t ing  t h e  personnel  i n  t h e  u n i t  t o  unnecessary c a s u a l t i e s  
t h a t  la te  . in t h e  day? 
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A. Thi s  was a b s o l u t e l y  t h e  reason  I took t h e  a c t i o n  
I did.  

Q e  
 Even having  hea rd  t h i s  w h i l e  a t  F i r e  Support  Base 
Do t t i e  and w i t h  t h e  a s s e t s  which were a v a i l a b l e  i n  terms of  
h e l i c o p t e r s  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  having i n  t h e  aero-scout  company, 
a  p a r t  of them a v a i l a b l e  t h e r e ,  was t h e r e  any th ing  which would 
have prec luded  u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  u n i t  t o  e i t h e r  hav ing  v i s u a l  
obse rva t ion  o r  u t i l i z i n g  t h e  ground e lements  t o  go i n  and 
check o u t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ?  

A. From LZ D o t t i e  you mean? 

Q. Y e s ,  s ir .  

A. I ' d  s ay  t h i s  cou ld ' ve  been done, probably n o t  a t  
t h a t  s t a g e  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon ,  b u t  it cou ld 've  been mounted 
the nex t  morning o r  such t i m e  a s  t h a t .  

Q. But even s o ,  w i t h  a s c o u t  team which they  had 
a v a i l a b l e ,  w i t h o u t  landing.,  by g e t t i n g  v i s u a l  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  
could have prov ided  some r e s u l t s  i f  t hey  had been u t i l i z e d .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I ag ree .  

Q. A t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t ime ,  Colonel  BARKER had been 
informed of t h e  r e p o r t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  th rough  Major 
WATKE, t h e  commander of t h e  aero-scout  company. So, a t  t h a t  
t i m e  he w a s  aware of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ' s  r e p o r t .  Exac t ly  
what p a r t s  of  i t - -we ' r e  n o t  a b s o l u t e l y  c e r t a i n  what he w a s  
aware of a t  t h a t  t ime ,  b u t  w e  do know t h a t  he  had been informed 
about t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  and w e  do know t h a t  t h e r e  were some 
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  and we do know t h a t  C h a r l i e  Company had 
been o rde red  back i n t o  t h e  a r e a  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  General  KOSTER, 
r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  l o g  of t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
i t em number 9 4 ,  which i n d i c a t e s  128 k i l l e d ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  no 
i n d i c a t i o n  of  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s .  According t o  your  t es t imony 
this morning, you were aware of  t h e  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  a t  
l e a s t  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of about  2 0 ,  which I t h i n k  you s a i d  s t i c k s  
i n  your mind, and t h i s  was no t  r e p o r t e d  a t  leas t  t o  d i v i s i o n .  
Was t h i s  m a t t e r  ques t ioned  a t  t h e  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  whether t h e s e  
c i v i l i a n s  and noncombatants might be  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  128,  
o r  whether t h e y  were i nc luded  i n  t h e  128? 

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  whether it was q u e s t i o n e d .  I 
Would have s a i d  t h a t  they  were i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  128 i n  t h a t  
t h e r e  was no set  requi rement  f o r  r e p o r t i n g  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  
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o r  i n j u r i e s  and t h i s  type  of th ing .  They were normally 
given t o  u s ,  bu t  as t h e  r e p o r t s  went forward, a s  I r e c a l l ,  
t h e r e  was no requirement t o  l i s t  those s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q. The procedure which obta ined  i n  t h e  America1 
Division and i n  111 MAF a r e a  was t h a t  you d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l l t i e s ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge. 

Q Did you t a l k  to--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  Inc iden t ly  , I asked one of my 
opera t ion  o f f i c e r s - - t h i s  is  n o t  one involved i n  My Lai (4 ) - -
what requirements were t h e r e  f o r  r epor t ing  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  
And I must say ,  I ' m  guided by what he t o l d  me, t h a t  we d i d n ' t  
r e p o r t  them. 

MR MACCRATE: Is t h i s  r ecen t  information,  General? 

A .  Y e s ,  t h i s  i s  something I rece ived ,  and I guess 
t h i s  i s  one o t h e r  person I d id  t a l k  t o  although I d o n ' t  
be l i eve  he was involved i n  t h e  Ny Lai ( 4 ) ,  because he w a s  
no t  i n  t h e  a rea  a t  t h e  t ime,  although I guess I 'm n o t  s u r e .  
This was t h e  G 3  of t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  Dean BALMER. 

Q. BALMER? 

A.  BALMER, because when I had seen the--

. 10: ( In te rpos ing)  We w i l l  t a k e  a  r ecess  f o r  1 minute. 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1155 hours ,  1 5  December 
1969 .) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1204 hours ,  15 
December 1969. ) 

The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : A l l  persons p resen t  when t h e  hear ing  recessed  are 
again p resen t .  

36 
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MR MACCRATE: General ,  j u s t  before  t h e  r ecess  you were des-
c r ib ing  your conversat ion recen t ly  wi th  t h e  G 3 ,  Dean BALMER. 
would you cont inue ,  p lease?  

A .  I c a l l e d  h i r  t o  ask s p e c i f i c a l l y  about t h e  r u l e s  
of engagement t h a t  were i n  e f f e c t  i n  t h e  Americal. Having 
t o l d  t h e  C I D  t h a t  we put  them ou t  i n  d r a f t  form, I wanted t o  
confirm wi th  him i n  f a c t  t h a t  we d id  and t h e r e  was something 
i n  being. A t  t h e  same t ime,  I a l s o  quer i ed  h i m  about t h e  re-
quirement t o  r e p o r t  t h e  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  on t o  h igher  head-
q u a r t e r s ,  because I noted i n  t h e  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  of t h i s  
opera t ion  t h e r e  was no mention of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  and he 
t o l d  me a t  t h a t  t ime t h a t  we d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s .  
There was no requirement t o  r e p o r t  t h e s e  on t o  h igher  headquarters  

Q = Did t h i s  accord with your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know t h a t  I had a r e c o l l e c t i o n .  It sur -
p r i sed  m e  a l i t t l e  b i t  t h a t  we h a d n ' t  r epor ted  t h a t  type  of 
t h i n g  because we repor ted  on so  many o t h e r  th ings  t h a t  I 
thought we would probably have had t h e  requirement t o  
r epor t  t h a t ,  sir.  

Q Did you cover with him, i n  t h i s  r e c e n t  conversa t ion ,  
t h e  requirements f o r  r e p o r t i n g  d e s t r u c t i o n  of v i l l a g e s  o r  
burning of hamlets t h a t  might have taken p lace?  

A .  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  t h a t  was mentioned. We had our  
own i n s t r u c t i o n s  out  t h a t  precluded t h i s .  

Q- But i f  it occurred,  what r e p o r t i n g  requirements 
were i n  e f f e c t ?  

A. I would say t h e r e  would have been a requirement 
f o r  r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  had been wanton d e s t r u c t i o n  as such. 
Something t h a t  happened during a  con tes ted  opera t ion ,  I d o n ' t  
b e l i e v e  t h e r e  would have been any requirement f o r  r epor t ing .  

Q- Did t h i s  conversat ion with your G 3  t a k e  p lace  
before  o r  a f t e r  your i n t e r r o g a t i o n  by t h e  C I D  on 24 November? 

A. A f t e r ,  because I made a s ta tement  t o  them f e e l i n g  
t h a t  I was r i g h t ,  b u t  I wanted t o  confirm with him t h a t  we 
had put  t h i s  r u l e s  of engagement out  i n  d r a f t ,  pending formal 
pub l i ca t ion .  
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I n  : Coming back t o  t h e  opera t ion  i t s e l f ,  General 
KOSTER, do you r e c a l l  t h e  conversa t ion wi th  Colonel HENDERSON 
on t h e  te lephone t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  16th  concerning c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s  amongst o t h e r  t h ings?  

A. I do n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  t h a t  conversa t ion.  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  him t e l l i n g  you t h a t  t h e r e  had been 
20 odd c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  and--

A. ( In t e rpos ing )  I do r e c a l l  r e ce iv ing  t h a t  type  
of information.  I do n o t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  when, bu t  t h i s  
would've been about t h e  same t i m e  frame, and I am p o s i t i v e  I 
t a lked  wi th  him t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q *  Do you r e c a l l  express ing  a g r e a t  dea l  of concern 
over  the number of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  had been e f f e c t e d ?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  I did.  Anytime t h e r e  were c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s  I know I expressed concern. c 

Q 

I n  l i g h t  of  t h i s -.number of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  
3

Q. rl 
t h a t  baa, been repor ted  d i d  you f e e l  i n c l i n e d  t o  n o t i f y  I11 
MAF o r  any h ighe r  headquar ters  i n  t h i s  regard?  

A. Not a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  sir. 

Q. A t  any time d i d  you f e e l  s o  i nc l i ned?  

A. I f e e l  t h a t  I mentioned a t  some t i m e  dur ing t h e  
course of t h i s  t h a t  w e  had i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h i s  type  of t h ing .  
There had been c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s .  There had been t h e  VC 
propaganda and t h a t  w e  had.examined it, we w e r e  cont inuing 
t o  examine it, and I f e e l  t h a t  I had imparted t h a t  type  of 
genera l  informat ion t o  somebody from I11 MAF dur ing t h e  
course of one of t h e i r  v i s i t s .  This  d i d  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a 
formal r e p o r t .  I t  w a s  merely keeping them appr i sed  of 
what was going on. 

- 0. Can you i d e n t i f y  t h e  i nd iv idua l  o r  i nd iv idua l s  
i n  I11 MAF? 

A. No, sir. I ' d  say it would've more than l i k e l y  
been General C U S H ~o r  h i s  deputy. It  could 've  been--I 
t h i n k  one of those  two, although General FLANAGAN, General 
STILWELL were i n  t h e  a r e a  occas iona l ly .  But someway I 
a s s o c i a t e  it more wi th  either General CUSHMAN o r  h i s  deputy. 

Q Who w a s  h i s  deputy a t  the t ime? 

A. H e  w a s  t h e  i nd iv idua l  who came over  t o  s t r a i g h t e n  
o u t  . t h e  
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and I f o r g o t  h i s  name. He made t h e  b i g  e f f o r t  i n  
s e t t i n g  up a l l  t h e  supply i n s t a l l a t i o n s  up i n  t h e  no r th .  
He was t h e  supply  man p r i m a r i l y .  I 've  f o r g o t t e n  h i s  name. 

Q *  Marine o f f i c e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Would t h a t  have been General  BUSE? 

No, s ir .  No, s i r ,  t h a t ' s  n o t  t h e  name. 

Q DRAKE ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q m  I n  your  r e c o l i e c t i o n ,  General  KOSTER, what was 
t h e  nex t  t h i n g  t h a t  happened concerning t h e  r e p o r t i n g  o r  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  of t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ?  

A. The t h i n g  t h a t  I r e c a l l  b e s t  i s  General  YOUNG 
coming back a f t e r  h e ' d  r e c e i v e d  a r e p o r t  from Colonel  HENDERSON 
regard ing  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  because 
t h i s  i s  t h e  one t h a t  r e a l l y  caused us t o  s a y  w e  should  make 
an i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h i s ,  and t h i s  w a s  b rought  t o  m e  i n  t h e  mid-
d l e  of t h e  day by General  YOUNG. And t h e  g i s t  of  it was 
t h a t  a f t e r  e x t e n s i v e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  Colonel  HENDERSON had 
found t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ' s  t es t imony con ta ined  some 
d i s c r e p a n c i e s  ; t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  had had communi-
c a t i o n s  problems; t h a t  he thought  t h e  p i l o t  had seen  f i r -
ing ;  had seen  a few of t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s ,  b u t  s a w  no one a c t -
u a l l y  s h o t ,  and no i n d i c a t i o n  of any mass bod ie s  o r  any such 
th ing .  I n  o t h e r  words,  s t i l l  w i t h  t h e  keep ing  of  t h e  number 
w i t h i n  t h e  2 0 ,  and t h a t  h e  f e l t  t h e  p i l o t  had made some 
unwarranted conc lus ions  an5  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  g i v e  t h e  p i l o t ' s  
s t o r y  t h e  c redence  he might have been prone  t o  do o the r -
w i s e .  H e  t hough t  h e  w a s  a ve ry  e x c i t a b l e  young man. 

Q. Is t h i s  General  YOUNG g i v i n g  h i s  impress ion  o r  
r e l a y i n g  t o  you what i n fo rma t ion  he had from Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A. I g o t  t h e  impress ion  it w a s  r e l a y i n g  what he 
had been g iven  by Colonel  HENDERSON. 

Q You've i n d i c a t e d ,  General  KOSTER, t h a t  t h i s  i n -
format ion w a s  p rov ided  you about  noon, midday o r  t he reabou t s .  
Which day w a s  t h i s ?  
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A. I ' v e  been cons ider ing  it was t h e  second day, but--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  General KOSTER, I th ink  a t  t h i s  
p o i n t  what we have cons t ruc ted ,  and t h e r e  i s  a l i t t l e  b i t  of  
var iance i n  t i m e ,  bu t  t h i s  information was f i r s t  c a l l e d  t o  
t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of  General YOUNG by Colonel HOLLADAY and Major 
WATKE. I t  was o r i g i n a t e d  by Major WATKE r e p o r t i n g  t o  Colonel 
HOLLADAY and be ing  s o  i n c l i n e d ,  they took it on t o  h igher  
a u t h o r i t y .  There i s  some ques t ion  whether t h i s  was repor ted  
t h a t  evening o r  whether i n  f a c t  t h i s  was repor ted  t h e  follow-
ing  morning t o  General YOUNG. 

A .  But t h e  17th  as  opposed to--

Q ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  The evening of  t h e  1 6 t h ,  o r  t h e  
morning of t h e  17th. 

A. I ' m  f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  it was about noontime 
when I was f i r s t  t o l d  about it. 

Q . And you were informed by General YOUNG? Is t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  he brought t h e  i n i t i a l  information i n  
t o  me. 

Q. Did he t e l l  you where he--now t h a t  I have brought
t h i s  out--did he i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he had rece ived  t h i s  i n f o r -
mation from Major WATKE and from Colonel HOLLADAY? 

A.  Yes, s i r .  I 'm sure  he i n d i c a t e d  t h a t ,  and I 'm n o t  
p o s i t i v e ,  b u t  what--at sometime during t h e  course of - - I ' m  
s u r e  a t  sometime HOLLADAY was t h e r e  himself .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
t h a t  he came i n  a t  t h a t  t ime,  but  I 'm su re  I d iscussed  a t  
some time the problem of  h e l i c o p t e r  suppor t  and ground com-
manders, about how they should,  i f  they s e e  d i sc repanc ies ,  
no t  argue with t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  on t h e  ground but  t o  t a k e  it. 
t o  a s e n i o r  commander. But t h e  b a s i c  f a c t s  I rece ived  from 
General YOUNG, a s  I r e c a l l .  

Q. Now, I ' d  l i k e  f o r  you t o  g ive  as  much of the 
information as  you can t h a t  General YOUNG re layed t o  you 
concerning what had been repor ted  by t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ?  
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A. Well ,  h e r e  a g a i n .  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  I r e -
=eived all of t h e  i n fo rma t ion  a t  one t i m e .  I know t h e r e  
was. t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e r e  was--the p i l o t  thought  t h e r e  w a s  
more shoo t ing  than  was r e q u i r e d  and t h i s  took i n t o  consid- 
e r a t i o n  t h e  amount of o p p o s i t i o n  t h a t  he  f e l t  t h e  ground 
people were having.  There was an i n d i c a t i o n  e i t h e r  a t  t h i s  
t i m e  o r  some o t h e r  t ime t h a t  he had had a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  
wi th  t h e  ground commander about  h i s  evacua t ion  of  people  
and l and ing  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  i n  t h e  a r e a  when supposedly 
a  ground commander h a d n ' t  c a l l e d  f o r  i t ,  which would've 
been customary i f  he thought  t h i s  was t h e  t ime f o r  evac- 
ua t ion ,  something a long  t h e s e  l i n e s .  ~t any r a t e ,  t h e r e  
was a  q u e s t i o n  of exces s ive  f i r i n g ;  t h e r e  was a  q u e s t i o n  
of t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  wi th  t h e  ground commander. 

Q- Was t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  unneces-
s a r y  f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge t h e r e  w a s n ' t  an 
i n d i c a t i o n  of e x c e s s i v e  k i l l i n g  o r  i n j u r y  t o  noncombatants. 
There was an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t ,  a s  opposed t o  f i r i n g  a t  a 
p o i n t  t a r g e t  some p l a c e ,  t hey  were cove r ing  t h e  landscape.  

9. What was s a i d  concerning t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n ?  

A .  That  t h e  a v i a t o r  landed t o  b r i n g  h i s  views t o  t h e  
a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  ground commander; t h a t  the ground commander 
had argued w i t h  him about  what he was supposed t o  be doing 
o r  n o t .  The s p e c i f i c  terms t h a t  I remember were t h a t  t h e r e  
had been some c h i l d r e n  o r  c a s u a l t i e s  o r  somebody t h e r e  t h a t  
t h e  a v i a t o r  wanted t o  t a k e  o u t .  AS I r e c a l l ,  he  wanted t o  
c a l l  i n  a gunship a s  opposed t o  medevac, p o s s i b l y  d i d  c a l l  
i n  a gunship;  t h a t  t h e  ground commander f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  wasn' t 
a miss ion  f o r  a gunship;  and t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a f u r t h e r  argu- 
ment between t h e  two of them, b u t  t h e  peop le  were evacuated.  
There was something s a i d  about--again I'm n o t  s u r e  whether o r  
n o t  I'm r e c a l l i n g  t h i s  from then  o r  from r e a d i n g  t h e  papers  
o r  hea r ing  t h e  C I D .  Somebody manning t h e  machinegun--or 
s ay ing ,  "We're going t o  t a k e  them o u t  and j u s t  s t a n d  o f f  
t o  t h e  s i d e ,  because t h a t ' s  what w e ' r e  go ing  t o  do." 

Q- What was t h e  purpose of t a k i n g  them o u t ?  
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A .  I f  they were c a s u a l t i e s ,  t o  evacuate them on t o  
a h o s p i t a l .  I f  they were ch i ld ren  t o  g e t  them ou t  of t h e  
way of the  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  was going on. Again, I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
what was expressed by the  a v i a t o r  a t  t h e  t ime,  b u t  t h a t ' s  
what I would've imagine he would have s a i d .  

Q You d i d n ' t  s e e  t h e  a v i a t o r ?  

A.  I d i d  n o t  see  t h e  a v i a t o r .  

Q. Nei ther  Colonel HOLLADAY nor Major WATKE o r  both  
of them repor ted  t h i s  d i r e c t l y  t o  you a t  t h e  t ime. Your in-
formation from what you have i n d i c a t e d  came t o  you through 
General YOUNG? 

A.  My f i r s t  information d id .  Whether I got--I  d o n ' t  
t h i n k  I ever  t a l k e d  t o  Major WATKE. I ' m  s u r e  I d i d  a t  some-
time t a l k  t o  Colonel HOLLADAY. 

Q About t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. You mean s p e c i f i c a l l y  what happened t h e r e ?  

Q Yes. 

A. I c a n ' t  p o s i t i v e l y  say ~ n eway o r  another .  

Q For an a v i a t o r ,  f o r  t h a t  mat ter ,  any subordina te  
command of l e t ' s  say ,  a b a t t a l i o n  l e v e l  o r  a company l e v e l  t o  
b r i n g  f o r t h  such information t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  This seems t o  
me q u i t e  a  s e r i o u s  a l l e g a t i o n ,  we l l  beyond t h e  normal type of 
t h i n g  t h a t  you would have repor ted ,  and t h e  ques t ion  i s ,  w a s  
t h i s  accepted as a major problem a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I accepted it as  a circumstance which came up, 
b u t  I wanted a l l  ground commanders and p a r t i c u l a r l y  a v i a t o r s  
t o  be c e r t a i n  t h a t  a conf ron ta t ion  of t h i s  type never happened 
again.  

Q A t  t h a t  t i m e  d i d  t h e  thought come t o  mind what 
t h i s  a v i a t o r  was doing was p r o t e c t i n g  t h e s e  noncombatants 
from t h e  American f o r c e s ,  from t h e i r  f i r i n g ?  

A. Not i n  t h e  sense t h a t  t h e  American fo rces  were 
going around j u s t  shoot ing them. I t  could 've been i n  t h a t  t h i s  
i s  a contes ted  a c t i o n  and we shou ldn ' t  leave them i n  t h e r e .  
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Q I n  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  was r e l a y e d  t o  you, was 
t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  aero-scout  u n i t  
w a s  marking wounded c i v i l i a n s  w i t h  smoke and t h a t  t h e  ground 
fo rces  were t h e n  moving i n  t o  grenade them o r  i n  o t h e r  
ways t o  k i l l  them? 

A. How w a s  t h a t  once aga in?  

Q- W e l l ,  f i r s t ,  was t h e  matter brought  up t h a t  t h e  
aero-scout  u n i t  was marking c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l i t i e s  w i th  smoke? 
Did t h a t  s u b j e c t  come up? 

A. Not t o  t h e  best of my knowledge. 

Q Was it brought  up t h a t  a f t e r  t hey  marked them w i t h  
smoke f o r  t h e  purposes  of  g e t t i n g  medical  a s s i s t a n c e  t h a t  t h e  
U.S .  f o r c e s  i n  some i n s t a n c e s  had moved i n  and k i l l e d  them? 

A. No, sir. I never  hea rd  thai:.  

Q Was it e v e r  r e l a y e d  t o  you where a h e l i c o p t e r  
gunship had n e e d l e s s l y  f i r e d  i n t o  a group of  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  ( i n a u d i b l e )  . 
Q- Was it r e l a y e d  t o  you t h a t  an i n d i v i d u a l  was s een  
t o  shoo t  i n t o  a d i t c h  which con ta ined  a l a r g e  number of b o d i e s ,  
some perhaps  wounded and some dead c i v i l i a n s ,  noncombatants? 

A. No, s ir .  Tha t  was never  b rought  t o  my a t t e n t i o n ,  
no t  t o  my knowledge. 

Q* W a s  it e v e r  b rought  t o  your  knowledge t h a t  t h e  
aero-scout  p i l o t  of  t h e  s c o u t  s h i p  had landed a longs ide  a 
d i t c h  and had a d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  a U.S. s e r g e a n t  on t h e  ground? 

A. I knew--I was t o l d  t h a t  he landed  and had a 
c o n f r o n t a t i o n  I thought  w i t h  one of  t h e  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  company. 

Q. Was it i n d i c a t e d  that a gunship had i n  f a c t  
landed t w i c e  t o  evacua te  an o l d  man and some women and 
c h i l d r e n  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  U.S. combat f o r c e s ?  

A. I knew a gunship had landed once t o  evacua te .  I ' m  
n o t  s u r e  whether  I w a s  t o l d  it landed tw ice ,  and I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  

(KOSTER) 4 3  APP T-20 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

I was t o l d  t h a t  it was i n  f r o n t  of t h e  u.S. fo rces .  

Q Was it mentioned t h a t  t h e  aero-scout s h i p  sub-
sequent ly landed and picked up a wounded c h i l d  and took 
it t o  the  c i v i l i a n  h o s p i t a l  i n  Quang Ngai? 

A. Somewhere, I had t h e  knowledge t h a t  somebody 
had been evacuated t o  Quang Ngai. I d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  it 
was a scou t  sh ip .  I guess I would've assumed t h a t  it 
would've been a gunship. 

Q How long d i d  your conversat ion with General 
YOUNG l a s t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I th ink  we d iscussed  it f o r  
some time, and I f e e l  c e r t a i n  t h e r e  was somebody e l s e  pre-
s e n t  bes ides  General YOUNG. 

Q What makes you th ink  t h a t ?  

A. I f e e l  t h a t  some of t h i s  information,  what I 
g o t ,  was descr ibed  by n o t  only General YOUNG, b u t  poss ib ly  
somebody e l s e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  who t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  was? 

A.  No, I th ink  I--the ones I would've thought of f i r s t  
would've been t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  Colonel PARSON, o r  Colonel 
HOLLADAY . 
Q A s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  information t h a t  had been given 
you, what was your a c t i o n  then? 

A .  This i s  when I d i r e c t e d  t h a t  we have an inqu i ry  
made of t h i s .  

Q - I n  g iv ing  your d i r e c t i o n ,  what d i d  you spec i fy?  

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  I s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  I wanted a l l  those 
involved i n  t h e  action--here I ' m  th inking  of l e a d e r s  p r i -
mar i ly- - in ter rogated  as  t o  what a c t u a l l y  took p lace ,  any-
one e l s e  who had knowledge of t h e  opera t ion  t h a t  it might be 
appropr ia t e  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  with t h a t  type of inqu i ry  being 
made. I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  whether I s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  br igade  
commander do it, although it would appear l i k e l y  a t  t h e  time 
I did.  
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By s a y i n g  you wanted t h i s  matter i n v e s t i g a t e d  
an i n q u i r y  i n t o  it, w a s  your  i n t e n t  f o r  an in-depth k i n d  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. C e r t a i n l y  i n  dep th  enough t o  e s t a b l i s h  what real-
l y  went on, y e s ,  s ir ,  

a- Would you have expected from t h i s  t o  have w r i t -
ten s t a t e m e n t s ,  eye w i t n e s s  ~ t a t e m e ~ t s  and--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Not n e c e s s a r i l y  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  of  
t h e  game. 

Q. What d i d  you tell--

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This would've been t h e  b a s i s  f o r  
a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i f  t h e  i n q u i r y  came back i n d i c a t i n g  
such was war ran ted .  

Q. What d i d  you t e l l  General  YOUNG t o  do? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember i n  s o  many words,  b u t  it w a s  
gene ra l ly :  " L e t ' s  f i n d  o u t  what went on down t h e r e ;  i n t e r -
r o g a t e  t h e  people  involved  and t h e  l e a d e r s  concerned and l e t ' s  
have t h e  f a c t s .  I' 

Q. I n  o t h e r  words,  you t o l d  him t o  make c e r t a i n  t h a t  
t h i s  m a t t e r  was i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I d i d .  

Q. Did you g i v e  m y  t i m e  pe r iod?  

A. R igh t  now, s t a r t i n g  now. I d i 6 n ' t  s a y  i t ' s  g o t  
t o  be completed by such and such.  T j u s t  s a i d  s t a r t  l ook in5  
i n t o  it, and w a s  a f t e r  t h a t  I p e r s u n a i l y  went  t o  D o t t i e  and 
asked BARKER, a s  best I r e c a l l :  "What's go ing  on o u t  t h e r e ?  
Were you ove r  t h e  a r e a  and d i d  you s e e  t h i n g s  t h a t  s h o u l d n ' t  
have been and were your  people  f i r i n g  and t h i s  t ype  of  t h i n g ? "  

Q- W e  w i l l  come back t o  t h a t  a l i t t l e  la ter .  M r .  
MACCRATE, do you have any q u e s t i o n s .  

t 
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MR MACCRATE: I b e l i e v e ,  General ,  you s t a t e d  t h a t  it was your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  i n  t h e  r e p o r t  t o  you by General YOUNG and 
poss ib ly  by o t h e r s  t h a t  they d i d  n o t  t e l l  you of t h e  landing  
of t h e  gunships i n  f r o n t  of t h e  ground fo rces .  

A .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge t h e r e  was no mention 
of landing i n  f r o n t .  There was t h e  landing  of a gunship 
brought t o  my a t t e n t i o n  a t  sometime. Whether it was t h e  
f i r s t  t i m e  I heard  about a l l  t h i s  o r  a l i t t l e  l a t e r ,  I c a n ' t  
be s u r e ,  bu t  I did know it landed--one a t  l eas t - -bu t  i f  it 
was i n  f r o n t  and t h a t  was brought t o  my a t t e n t i o n ,  I do n o t  
r e c a l l .  

Q Well, d i d  you understand t h a t  t h i s  was p r imar i ly  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  what t h e  a v i a t i o n  u n i t  had done o r  what 
t h e  ground f o r c e  had done? 

A .  What t h e  ground fo rces  had done i n  conjunct ion 
with t h e  a v i a t i o n .  I f e l t  t h a t  it was conceivable  t h a t  t h e  
a v i a t i o n  had f i r e d  when they s h o u l d n ' t  have f i r e d .  Overa l l ,  
I have more, I t h i n k ,  concern about t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  gunship 
f i r i n g  a t  t h e  wrong people than I d i d  about t h e  people on 
t h e  ground, b a s i c a l l y .  

Q That ' s  what I understood you t o  s a y ,  t h a t  based 
upon the  information t h a t  had been brought t o  you as  of t h i s  
time your concern was d i r e c t e d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  t o  t h e  conduct 
of t h e  a v i a t i o n  u n i t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  I have two concerns,  b a s i c a l l y .  One was 
the--what t h e  ground--the ind iv idua l s  on t h e  ground were a c t -
u a l l y  doing. Were they f i r i n g  excess ive ly  a t  suspected loca-
t i o n s  and whatnot? Whereas, i n  t h e  inhab i t ed  a reas  t h e y ' r e  
supposed t o  f i r e  a t  p o i n t  t a r g e t s  i f  you can t e l l  when you ' re  
being f i r e d  a t ,  which i s  r a t h e r  d i f f i c u l t  t o  do a t  t imes.  This  
was, I would say ,  t h e  b i g  concern: "Had t h e r e  been excess ive  
f i r i n g ? "  Secondly, and I ' d  say coupled i n  with t h a t  a s  far 
as f i r i n g  was concerned: "Was t h e r e  excess ive  f i r i n g  by 
support  elements of some type ,  e i t h e r  a r t i l l e r y ,  gunships,  o r  
what have you?" The second concern then was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
we'd had t h e  conf ron ta t ion  between t h e  a v i a t o r  and t h e  ground 
commander. 
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Q. So f a r  a s  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between t h e  a v i a t o r  
and t h e  ground commander, was t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n  t o  you a s  
t o  a j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a v i a t o r ' s  l and ing  o r  t h e  gunship 
l and ing  i n  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n ?  Had t h e  i n fo rma t ion  fu rn i shed  
you i n d i c a t e d  why they took what must be regarded  a s  unusual  
a c t i o n s  when gunships  come down i n  such a p l a c e  i n  such ap-
p a r e n t  c i rcumstance?  

A. I t  w a s  f o r  t h e  evacua t ion  of  e i t h e r  c a s u a l t i e s  
o r  noncombatants who they  thought  sheu ld  be removed from t h e  
a r ea .  This  i s  as I recal l  it. 

Q =  Had you e v e r  h e a r d  of  a gunship coming down i n  
such c i rcumstances  t o  evacua te  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. Not under c i rcumstance  q u i t e  l i k e  t h a t ,  no, s i r .  
But aga in ,  a s  I unders tood it, they  were c a l l e d  down by th is  
i n i t i a l  H-23 6 i i o t  who had t h e  i n i t i a l  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  
t h e  ground commander as I r e c a l l e d .  

Q- Somewhat e a r l i e r  you s t a t e d  t h a t  you thought  t h a t  
Genexal YOUNG'S r e p o r t  t o  you w a s  based on Colonel  HENDERSON'S 
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of  t h e  p i i o t .  Is t h e r e  anyth ing  t h a t  you as-
s o c i a t e  w i t h  t h a t  conve r sa t ion  t h a t  would make it c l e a r  t h a t  
it w a s  Colonel  HENDERSON and p o s s i b i y  n o t  Colonel  HOLLADAY 
and Major WATKE who was t h e  sou rce  of General  YOUNG'S r e p o r t  
t o  you? Is t h e r e  anyth ing  t h a t  i n d e n t i f i e s  t h e  in format ion  
wi th  Colonel  HENDERSON r a t h e r  than--

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Are you t a l k i n g  &out  t h e  f i r s t  
r e p o r t ?  

Q. I t ' s  t h e  r e p o r t  by--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The r epo r t - - t he  p l a c e  it happened? 

Q. Y e s ,  by General  YOUNG? 

A. No, sir .  I would've s a i d  t h a t  it would've been 
from the a v i a t i o n  channe ls .  

Q And n o t  as a r e s u l t  of General  YOUNG r e c e i v i n g  a 
r e p o r t  from Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A. I wou ldn ' t  ha-;e i n t e r p r e t e d  it t h a t  way. 
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Q Well, I understood you e a r l i e r  t o  say soicething 
d i L f e r e n t  from tha t - -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Well--

Cr • ( In te rpos ing)  This i s  why I d i d  want t o  c l a r i f y  it 
because a s  it appeared t o  us it was Major WATKIr: and Colonel 
HOLLADAY speaking t o  Generzl YOUNG t h a t  i n  t u ~ nr e s u l t e d  i n  
t h e  r e p o r t  being made t o  you. 

A.  T h a ~w a s  t h e  i n i t i a l  r e p o r t ,  s i r .  The o t h e r  re-
p o r t  I r e f e r r e d  t o  t h a t  came from Colonel HEXERSON was a f t e r  
Colonel HENDERSON had i n - ~ e r r o g a t e dt h e  p i lo t - - the  a v i a t o r  h i m -
self--and then gave t h e  information t o  General YOUNG who i n  
t u r n  re layed it t o  me, the  r e s u l t s  of t h a t  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  

Q Now, you d i d  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  you f e e l  t h a t  a t  some 
time you had a conversa t ion  with Colonel HOLLADAY t h a t  bore 
upon t h e  s u b j e c t  genera l ly .  When General PEERS asked you, 
"Well, d i d  it r e l a t e  t o  t h i s  i n c i d e n t , "  I sensed some h e s i -
t a t i o n  t h a t  it i s n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  What 
I would be i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  i s  what you do r e c a l l  s o  t h a t  we 
might pu t  t h a t  i n t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  context  which speaks--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  I ' m  p o s i t i v e  I t a l k e d  t o  Colonel 
HOLLADAY about t h e  o v e r a l l  incident. Whether I spcke t o  him p'i 

s p e c i f i c a l l y  about what t h e  a v i a t o r  repor ted  i s  what I w a s  
having SoIile hes i t ancy  about ,  and I c a n ' t  co i?f im one o r  
another .  

Q I n  any such conversat ion with Colonel HOLLADAY 
d i d  e i t h e r  you o r  he a l l u d e  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  tu rn ing  of t h e  arms 
of t h e  gunships o r  t h e  crew of t h e  H-23 upon American fo rces?  

A. This was brought t o  my attention i n  some manner 
I f e e l ,  and I ' m  n o t  s u r e  where it came from, and t h i s  was one 
of th ings  - t h a t  concerned me--that we had t h a t  type  of con-
f r o n t a t i o n  amongst t h e s e  people.  

Q How e a r l y  i n  t h e  development of informat ion  
coming t o  you would t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  s t o r y  have been brought 
t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  Can you p l a c e  t h a t ?  

A.  This  i s  what I ' m  n o t  a b l e  t o  say.  Whether I g o t  
a l l  of t h i s  when I f i r s t  heard of it, o r  whether I g o t  t h e  
one p o r t i o n  followed by t h e  o t h e r  p o r t i o n  l a t e r  on. 
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9. Very e a r l y  i n  your testimony today you r e f e r r e d  
t o  an inqu i ry  and two inves t iga t io l i s  as  be ing  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of what followed here .  I g a t h e r  t h a t  what you have spoken of 
s o  f a r  you would c h a r a c t e r i z e  a s  i n q u i r i e s 3  

A. Tha t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r .  

Q. Perhaps command i n q u i r i e s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

MR WEST: I n  your i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  General  YOUNG t o  conduct 
the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  I g a t h e r  t h a t  you d i d  n o t  d i r e c t  him t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l i e g a t i o n s  of t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g s  of non-
combatant c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  My Lai  a rea?  

A. A t  t h a t  s t a g e  of t h e  game I d i d  no t  r e a l i z e  t h a t  
+his was an a l l e g a t i o n .  The only a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  I r e c a l l  was 
t h a t  t h e r e  was more f i r i n g  ou t  t h e r e  than  needed t o  be f o r  t h e  
amount of oppos i t ion .  

Q - For my information. l e t  me c l e a r  up one th ing .  
You d i d  say i n  your s ta tement  of 24  November t h a t  you heard 
about t h e s e  a l l ega t ions - -1 '11  back up a l i t t l e .  You were 
asked a q u e s t i o n ,  "Did you rece ive  a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  Vietnamese 
noncombatants were k i l l e d  upon a combat a s s a u l t  a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  
which was conducted by elements of TF Barker?" And your 
answer, "Yes, I heard about these  a l l e g a t i o n s  about midday 
on t h e  day of t h e  o p e r a t i o n s , "  and t h a t  has i n  pa ren thes i s  
"16 March 1 9 6 8 . "  Now, t h a t  may be put  i n  t h e r e  by t h e  person 
typing t h e  s ta tement .  And you went on, "I haC re tu rned  t o  
d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  and it was repor ted  t o  me t h a t  a h e l i -  
copter  p i l o t  had complained t o  t h e  cor~mander of t h e  a v i a t i o n  
b a t t a l i o n  of  t h e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  shoc t ing  sf t h e  Vietnamese 
civilians,"nd you went on t o  say you m i g h t  have had t h i s  
information through Colonel PARSON o r  through General YOUNG 
o r  might have heard it d i r e c t l y  from Colonel HOLLADAY. "At 
the t i m e  I was a t  my headquar ters  i n  Chu L a i .  " You gave a l l  
this testimony here  today and--would you now say t h i s  16 
March is  c o r r e c t ?  You heard about  this on midday, 1 6  March? 

A. I would say t h a t  i n  view of what you t o l d  me it 
is  more a p t  t o  be t h e  17th  of March, b u t  I ' d  swear t h a t  it 
was midday. 
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Q Now, among the  th ings  t h a t  were r epor ted  t o  you
by General YOUNG, w a s  any mention made of the  r e p o r t  of t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  t h a t  he observed a cap ta in  shoot  a Vietnamese 
woman, a g i r l ,  t h ~morning of 16 March 1968? 

A. No, s ir .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  any a l l e g a t i o n s  such a s  
that.  

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  I n  connection wi th  t h e  people who 
were taken out  by a he l icopter - -out  of the  area--do you 
r e c a l l  any r e f e r e n c e  being made t o  a cave,  bunkers? 

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q - On a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  s u b j e c t  now. You t e s t i f i e d  
as I r e c a l l  t h a t  you passed on t o  General CUSXMAN o r  h i s  de-
puty some informat ion  about--if I remember--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I b e l i e v e  I d id .  

Q Yes, and was t h i s  about t h e  dea ths  of noncombatant 
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  during t h e  opera t ion?  

A. T h i s  w a s  probably a f t e r  t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  and 
the VC propaganda l e a f l e t  had appeared. 

Cr We' l l  g e t  t o  t h a t  soon. You s a i d  i n  your s t a t e -
ment of 24 November that--wel l ,  you were asked t h i s  ques t ion:  
"While you were t h e  commanding genera l  of t h e  America1 Divis ion 
d i d  you ever  d i s c u s s  t h e  a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t  a t  My Lai ( 4 )  wi th  
t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  a t  USARV o r  MACV." Your answer: "As I t o l d  
you, I d iscussed  t h i s  mat ter  with respons ib le  ARTJN a u t h o r i t i e s .  
I be l i eve  I a l s o  d iscussed  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n ,  though i n  l e s s  de-
t a i l ,  with General CUSHMAN, Commanding General I11 w, my 
immediate s u p e r i o r . "  So t h i s  a l l u d e s  t o  t h e  same t h i n g  I t ake  
i t ?  I f  you r e c a l l ,  d i d  you d i s c u s s  with him r e p o r t s ,  a l l ega -
t i o n  o r  f a c t ,  t h a t  a number of noncombatant c i v i l i a n s  were 
k i l l e d  during t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  ope ra t ion  on t h e  morning of 16 
March 1968? 

A. Only i n  terms of t h i s  i s  what we had rece ived  from 
t h e  Vietnamese sources .  Not a s  something t h a t  I received--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Not a s  something t h a t  had been 
repor ted  t o  you by your own t roops?  
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A. No, s ir .  

Q- You a l s o  d iscussed  o r  mentioned t h a t  General 
STILWELL and General FLAIJAGAN were i n  t h e  a r e a ,  and I under-
s tood t h a t  you might have mentioned it t o  them? 

A. Well, i n  l i e u  of t h e  o t h e r  two, although it seems 
t o  me more t h a t  it was a Marine o f f i c e r  t h a t  I mentioned it 
t o  a s  opposed t o  an Army o f f i c e r .  

Q. What was General STIL\G3LLts p o s i t i o n  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. As I r e c a l l  he was the--one of General CUSHMAN's 
deput ies  p u t  on t h e  s t a f f  because of t h e  l a r g e  i n f l u x  o f  U . S .  
u n i t s  i n  t h e  nor thern  a rea .  

Q- A r e  you f a m i l i a r  with General STILWELLts p r e s e n t
assignment? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. S t a t e  t h a t  p lease?  

A. Deputy Chief of S t a f f  f o r  Operat ions,  Headquarters,  
United S t a t e s  Army. 

Q And what was General FLANAGAN 's p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  
time? 

A. H e  had been placed i n  I11 MAF Operat ions,  o r  t h e  
G 3  Divis ion ,  where he concent ra ted  p r imar i ly  on s t a f f  a c t i o n s  
involving U.S. fo rces .  

Q So t h a t  i f  you had discussed t h i s  ma t t e r  of  t h e  
deaths  of noncombatants, you would have been making a r e p o r t  
o r  pass ing  on information t o  e i t h e r  t h e  commander o r  t h e  
s t a f f  of I11 MAF, no t  t o  another  headquar ters?  

A. I thought  t h a t  t h e  I11 14AF undoubtedly had rece ived  
t h e  same--they rece ived  t h e  same VC propaganda l e a f l e t s  t h a t  
we d i d ,  and t h a t  they probably were cognizant  of t h i s  type  of 
a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  was made, and my mentioning it was t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  we were checking it ou t .  

Q. You made no r e p o r t  of t h i s  m a t t e r  t o  o t h e r  h igher  
headquarters  ? 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1 4 0 4  hours ,  15 
wcember 1969. ) 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : A l l  persons who w e r e  p r e s e n t  when t h e  hear ing  
recessed a r e  again p r e s e n t ,  with the  except ion  of M r .  WALSH. 
General KOSTER, s i r ,  you a r e  reminded t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  
under oa th .  

10: General KOSTER, when we recessed  we had been, a t  
t h a t  t ime,  d i scuss ing  t h e  r e p o r t  from General YOUNG t o  you 
concerning what t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  had repor ted  t o  Major 
WATKE and Colonel HOLLADAY, and we had a l s o  d iscussed  t h e  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  which you had i s s u e d  concerning t h e  i n v e s t i -
ga t ion .  What i s  t h e  next  knowledge t h a t  you have of t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o r  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  process? 

A .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  same af te rnoon I quer i ed  Colonel 
BARKER about t h e  a c t i o n s  of t h e  ground fo rces  and rece ived  
no i n d i c a t i o n  from him t h a t  t h e r e  had been unusual f i r i n g  
o r  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  had come t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  a t  l e a s t .  T h e  
following day--

Q- Clnterposing) Did he t e l l  you a t  t h a t  time t h a t  
he 'd  had t h i s  r e p o r t  from t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  and from t h e s e  
o t h e r  people? 

I 

A .  I d o n f t  r e c a l l  a  d i scuss ion  of what h e ' d  had from 
the  h e l i c o p t e r  r e p o r t .  I t  seems t o  me he d i d  i n d i c a t e  he o r  
Major CALHOUN had been flying--overflying--the opera t ion  most 
of t h e  t i m e .  That they had n o t  witnessed nor  heard th ings  of 
t h i s  type being discussed o r  t a k i n g  p lace .  I r e c a l l  nothing 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  about t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  a t  
t h a t  t ime.  A s  t o  what h i s  response was when I asked about 
such, and aga in ,  I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l ,  b u t  I do--would 
have s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  would have prompted m e  t o  v i s i t  down t h e r e .  

Q Did he  mention anything t o  you t h a t  he might 
have been suspic ious  of such a c t i o n s  because sometime toward 
t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of the  morning of t h e  16th  t h a t  he i s sued  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  s t o p  burning and s t o p  t h e  unnecessary k i l l -
i n g  of c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge he made no mention of  
t h i s  a c t i o n  on h i s  p a r t .  I f e l t  he gave me  every assurance 
t h a t  t h i n g s  of t h i s  type had n o t  taken p lace  and t h a t  t h e r e  
had been many c iv i l ians- -and t h i s  i s  about t h e  only c l e a r  

(KOSTER) 53 APP T-20 

OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOE OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

th ing  I th ink  I can r e c a l l  t h a t  both he and Colonel HENDERSON 
a t  some d a t e  had i n d i c a t e d  t h e r e  were many c i v i l i a n s  moving 
o u t  of t h i s  a rea .  

Q How h igh  above an a r e a  would Colonel BARKER o r  
one of t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commanders normally f l y  i n  c o n t r o l l i n g  
one of t h e s e  opera t ions?  

A. That  depends a l i t t l e  b i t  on t h e  i n t e n s i t y  of 
combat and what your gunships a r e  doing--anyplace from SO0 
t o  1 , 2 0 0  f e e t ,  something l i k e  t h a t .  This w o ~ l dbe their nor-
mal f l i g h t .  This  wouldn ' t  mean t h a t  they c o u l d n ' t  cori~ei n  
lower a t  t imes and probably would as  they t r i e d  t o  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
l o c a t e  where a u n i t  was. 

Q Did Colonel BARKER eve r  i n d i c a t e  t o  you t h a t  he 
landed on t h e  ground t o  t a l k  t o  anybody o r  s e e  anything o r  
have any immediate c o n t r o l  over  t h e  opera t ion?  

A. The only  t h i n g  I r e c a l l  was t h a t  e i t h e r  he o r  
CALHOUN were over  t h e  opera t ion ,  bu t  I do n o t  r e c a l l  any 
s p e c i f i c s  about him being  on t h e  grcjund. 

Q What then  i s  t h e  next  t h i n g  you remember of this 
s p e c i f i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and repor t ing  of t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e  next  t h i n g  t h a t  I r e c a l l  was 
General YOUNG'S  coming i n  and giving me a run down of t h e  i n -
t e r r o g a t i o n  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  by Colonel HENDERSON. 

Q Did he come t o  you o r  d i d  Colonel HENDERSON come 
d i r e c t  t o  you? 

A. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  I g o t  t h e  f i r s t  r e p o r t  from General 
YOUNG. 

MR MACCRATE: This  was t h e  17th?  

A. I would have s a i d  it was t h e  1 7 t h  before ,  b u t  if 
t h e  f i r s t  day i s  pushed back--if it i s  t h e  17th  when w e  f i r s t  
go t  t h e  r e p o r t ,  then  I ' d  say it was 24 hours l a t e r .  Because 
again,  it seems t o  rile--it seems t o  me it was about noon, but.... 

10: What d i d  Generai YOUNG t e l l  you then? 
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A. As b e s t  I recal l ,  he  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p i l o t  had 
t o l d  Colonel  HENDERSON ~f  t h e  a c t i o n  t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d .  That  
Colonel  HENDERSON found some d i s c r e p a n c i e s  i n  h i s  s t o r y ;  t h a t  
Colonel  HENDERSON thought  he was q u i t e  e x c i t a b l e ;  t h a t  he had 
probably s e e n  some c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ;  had observed t h e  t r o o p s  
f i r i n g  and ha6 made some--what he t hough t ,  Colonel  HEXDERSON 
had thought--were unwarranted conc lus ions .  Ee--I would say  
t h e  g i s t  o f  it was t h a t  it caused t h e  p i l o t ' s  s t o r y  t o  have 
less a u t h e n t i c i t y  t h a n  might have been g iven  it. 
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Q Did he say anything about c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  
numbers of them? How they  had been k i l l e d ?  

A. There w a s  c e r t a i n l y  no i n d i c a t i o n  t o  me t h e r e  
w a s  any more than t h e  numbers t h a t  we had been t a l k i n g  about. 

Q A s  a r e s u l t  of your d i r e c t i v e  t o  General YOUNG 
t o  have t h i s  ma t t e r  checked i n t o ,  d id  Colonel HENDERSON r e p o r t  

- t o  you wi th in  t h e  next  few days? 

A. Yes, sir.  1 t h i n k  I had probably s e v e r a l  conver-
s a t i o n s  wiLh him. I received p a r t  of my information from him 
d i r e c t l y ,  p a r t  from--relayed by General YOLTNG. I th ink  gener-
a l l y  what General YOUNG had passed t o  me was again t o l d  t o  m e  
by Colonel HENDERSON a t  a l a t e r  da te .  

Q - Did Colonel HEXDERSON come t o  your headquarters  
t o  see  you? 

A. I know he d i d  i n  connection with t h e ,  one of the  
subsequent i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  he came up 
t o  give me a f i n a l  wrap-up as  such on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  in-
qui ry .  

Q. Did he g ive  you a 3-by-5 card  a t  any time showing 
you a breakout  of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  by age and sex? 

Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  
. . 

What w a s  your next  a c t i o n  taken i n  t h i s  regard? 

A. I ' m  s u r e  a t  some time I t a l k e d  t o  both Colonel 
HENDERSON and Colonel HOLLADAY reyarding  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of 
p i l o t s  and thq ground commanders. I f e e l  t h a t  Colonel 
HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  extended over s e v e r a l  days a s ,  I ga the r ,  
he t a l k e d  t o  more people who ~ ~ i g h thave been concerned with 
t h i s .  

Q - Did Colonel HENDERSON t e l l  you wh~mhe t a l k e d  t o ?  

A.  Yes, he i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he had t a l k e d ,  a s  I under-
s tood it, t o  almost a l l  of t h e  a v i a t o r s  who had been over t h e  
a r e a  t h a t  day. He had t a l k e d  t o  p la toon l e a d e r s ,  p la toon 
se rgean t s ,  some of t h e  men i n  t h e  coir;pany, and I th ink  BARKER 
and C U H O U N ,  c e r t a i n l y .  
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Q Did he  t e l l  you whether  o r  n o t  he had ob ta ined  
any sworn s t a t e m e n t s  o r  any k ind  of  d e f i n i t i v e  in format ion?  

A .  A t  t h a t  s t a g e  of t h e  game I do n o t  t h i n k  he  had 
taken  any sworn s t a t e m e n t s .  H e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
no th ing  t h a t  he had ga the red  from a l l  of  t h e s e  people  t h a t  
would prove c o n c l u s i v e l y  t h a t  t h ~ r ehad been e x c e s s i v e  f i r i n g .  

Q 9 I t a k e  i t ,  from what you have s a i d ,  General  KOSTER, 
you were of  t h e  impress ion  a t  t h a t  t ime  t h a t  he conducted a t  
l e a s t  an in-depth i n q u i r y .  H e  had t a l k e d  t o  t h e  people  who 
were a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  it t o  t h e  p o i n t  where he knew what had 
t r a n s p i r e d  on t h e  ground? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I was--had t h a t  impress ion .  

Q- When you t a l k e d  t o  him was General  YOUNG o r  any-
body else p r e s e n t ?  

A. I would have s a i d  t h a t  somebody else w a s  p r e s e n t ,  
b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether it would have been some of Colonel  
HENDERSON'S s t a f f .  Whether it could  have been some of my--
c h i e f  of s t a f f  o r  General  YOUNG or-- I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  were 
eve r  c l o s e t e d  o f f  anyplace  f o r  him t o  g i v e  me t h i s  t y p e  o f  
in format ion .  

Q I ' m  n o t  t h i n k i n g  s o  much of  c l o s e t e d  o f f  a s  i n  
terms of--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Overhearing? 

Q- H i m  c a l l i n g  upon you i n  your  o f f i c e  t o  g i v e  you 
t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  h i s  i n q u i r y ?  

A. I f e l t  t h a t  I g o t  r e s u l t s  of t h e  i n q u i r y  p r i m a r i l y  
piecemeal ,  as t h e  t h i n g s  were b e i n g  accomplished,  p a r t l y  from 
Colonel  HENDERSON and p a r t l y  from General  YOUNG. A s  I s a y ,  
I know he came a t  a l a t e r  daLe i n  connec t ion  w i t h  one of the 
o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  he came f o r  
t h a t  t y p e  of  a  fo rmal  wrap-up. 

Q- Colonel  HENDERSON is of  t h e  impres s ion  t h a t  on 
o r  about  t h e  20th t h a i  he d i d  c a l l  upon you i n  your  o f f i c e  
and make such a  r e p o r t  t o  you. 
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A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  such.  I t h i n k  t h a t  i f  he had I 
c e r t a i n l y  would have wanted General  YOUNG t o  be p r e s e n t  be-
cause  I w a s  l ook ing  t o  General  YOUNG t o  have f u l l  cognizance 
of what went on i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  area. 

MR MACCRATE: Genera l  KOSTER, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you q u e r i e d  
Colonel  BARKER about  t h e  conduct  of t h e  ground f o r c e s  a f t e r  
you had r e c e i v e d  t h i s  r e p o r t .  Did you a t  t h a t  t i m e  query 
any of t h o s e  involved  w i t h  t h e  a v i a t i o n  u n i t s  o r  d i d  you 
query Colonel  BARKEY: as t o  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  a v i a t i o n  
u n i t s ?  Was your  focus  of i n q u i r y  a t  t h a t  t ime upon what 
t h e  ground f o r c e s  had done? 

A. My i n q u i r y  a t  t h a t  t ime w a s  about  what t h e  ground 
f o r c e s  had done. 

Q - Did you i n  any way, as you r e c a l l ,  have any re-
p o r t s  a s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  of a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  o r  of gunship a c t i v i t y  
and i t s  impact  upon t h o s e  who had been k i l l e d  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  
whether m i l i t a r y  or c i v i l i a n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  recal l .  I t  i s  conce ivab le  t h a t  I h e a r d  
such a t h i n g  i f  some o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s  from t h e  ge,:.-era1 had 
been b r i e f e d ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q w  Could you be  mistaken a s  Lo General  YOUNG g i v i n g  
you t h e  r e p o r t  on Colonel  HENDERSON'S i n t e r r o g a t i o n ?  I t  i s  
General  YOUNG'S r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h s t ,  wh i l e  he gave your  d i r e c t i o n  
t o  Colonel  HENDERSON f o r  t h e  i n i t i a l  i n q u i r y ,  t h e  r e p o r t  t h e n  
came d i r e c t l y  from Colonel  HENDERSON t o  you, s i r .  

A. Thi s  is  about  onE of  t h e  few t h i n g s  t h a t  I a m  
ve ry  p o s i t i v e  because I can s e e  General  YOUNG s i t t i n g  r i g h t  
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  c l o s e  b e s i d e  him) t e l l i n g  me about  t h e  i n t e r - .  
view of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  a s  conducted by Colone l  HENDERSON. 

Q A s  conducted by Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And what do you r e c a l l  of  t h a t  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  
General  YOUNG? Did t h i s  t a k e  p l a c e  a t  Chu La i?  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. I n  your off ice? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. In C h u  L a i ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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a* Was it i n  connection wi th  t h e  morning b r i e f i n g ?  

A. No, s ir .  It was, aga in ,  I t h i n k  about noontime. 
He came i n  t o  give me an i n t e r i m  r e p o r t  o f ,  "This i s  where 
we s t and . "  And he  s a i d ,  "I t a l k e d  t o  HENDERSON. He t a l k e d  
t o  t h e  p i l o t  t h i s  morning, and he th inks  t h i s  k i d ' s  t e l l i n g  
some th ings  t h a t  he  kind of imagined." He downplayed t h e  
a u t h e n t i c i t y  of what t h e  p i l o t  had i n i t i a l l y  s a i d .  

Q Did he  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he  had been t h a t  morning t o  
f i r e  base Dot t i e?  . 

A. Well, h e  i n d i c a t e d  t o  me t h a t  he go t  t h i s  f i r s t -
hand from Colonel HENDERSON a t  some p l a c e ,  and I am n o t  su re  
where. 

Q. Did he i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he had been p r e s e n t  dur ing  
t h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  g a t h e r  t h a t  he  had sat  i n  on i t ,  no, sir. 

Q. Did he i n d i c a t e  where t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  had been 
conducted? 

A. I t  seems t o  me t h a t  it was a t  D o t t i e ,  bu t  aga in ,  
I ' m  not a s  p o s i t i v e  on t h a t  mat ter  as I am. of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
I t a l k e d  t o  him and he t o l d  me t h e s e  t h i n g s .  

Q. I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  d i d  someone i n  your behalf  keep a  
record of your movements a t  t h a t  time? Someone on your s t a f f  
who would make some log  of your movements? 

A. I always repor ted  t o  t h e  TOC where I was. I d o n ' t  
know that--they recorded it on a blackboard,  and as  soon a s  
I l e f t  from t h e r e  t o  another  p lace  they would e r a s e  t h i s  and 
put  down another  d e s t i n a t i o n .  

Q Would t h e r e  be any permanent record  of t h e s e  
movements? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so.  

10: Did your b a t t a l i o n s ,  General KOSTER, o r  br igades  
o r  t a s k  fo rces  make a h a b i t  of when you came t o  t h e  TOC t o  
make a note  of t h a t  i n  t h e i r  log ,  a r r i v e d  a t  such and such 
time and depar ted  about such and such time? 
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A. I s u s p e c t  some of them d i d  and o t h e r s  d i d n ' t .  
There was no requirement  from m e  for. t h e m  to  do it. 

MR MACCRATE: General  PEERS asked you about  whether you were 
g iven  a 3-by-5 c a r d  w i t h  a  breakdown of  c a s u a l t i e s  on it, and 
I t h i n k  he r e l a t e d  it t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t  i n  t i m e .  Do you 
have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  such a ca rd  be ing  pro- 
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vided t o  you a t  any time i n  connection wi th  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  a t  
My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I don ' t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q W e  have not  found such a ca rd ,  bu t  we have heard of 
such a  card  and w e  a r e  seeking some s u b s t a n t i a t i o n  of t h e  
f a c t  of whether ar n o t  t h e r e  eve r  was such a card.  You have 
no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of such a card? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  it, b u t  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  mean t h e r e  
wasn ' t  one. I just d o n ' t  remember it. 

Q You a l s o  r e f e r r e d  t o  having spoken t o  both 
HENDERSON and HOLHLADAY regarding  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  between ground 
and a i r .  Did you a t  any time speak t o  t h e  two of them togeth-
er  t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q Now, you a l s o  in i i ica ted  t h a t  you understood t h a t  
HENDERSON had t a l k e d  t o  a l l  t h e  a v i a t o r s  who were f l y i n g  a t  
t h a t  t ime, t o  Colonel  BARKER and Major CALHOUN, t o  the 
o f f i c e r s  and some o f  t h e  men i n  t h e  company involved a t  My 
Lai  ( 4 ) .  Do you r e l a t e  a l l  of t h i s  information t o  General 
YOUNG when he was s i t t i n g  i n  ,he c h z i r  bes ide  your desk, o r  
i s  t h i s  i n  f a c t  accumulation of information? 

A. This  is an accumulation of information.  The only 
t h i n g  I can s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e l a t e  t o  General YOUNG i s  t h e  s t o r y  
of t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t .  Now, I t h i n k  
he a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  had been some i n t e r r o g a t i o n s .  There 
was a l i t t l e  b i t  more t h a t  t h a t ,  b u t  I cannot say what t h e  
r e s t  of it was because it r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  make t h a t  much of an 
impression on me. 

Q Is t h e r e  anything about t h s t  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  t h e  
circumstances,  t h e  p l a c e ,  t h e  t iming,  t h e  coincidence of 
even t s ,  t h a t  might t r i g g e r  t h e  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of o t h e r s  a s  t o  
what was be ing  r e p o r t e d  t o  you a t  t h a t  time? Is t h e r e  
something t h a t  s t a n d s  o u t  i n  w h a t  you r e c a l l  General YOUNG 
saying  t h a t  might be  h e l p f u l  t o  General YOUNG t o  s t i m u l a t e  
h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  what occurred? 

A. Only t h a t  he d i d  come i n  and when he t o i d  it t o  
me he was s i t t i n g  i n  a c h a i r  r i g h t  bes ide  my desk where he 
normally s a t  when he  came i n  f o r  a conference of t h i s  type ,  
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and it seemed t o  me w e  bo th  exp res sed  some r e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  s t o r y  perhaps  exaggera ted  and imagined t o  a 
c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  because a t  t h a t  t ime t h a t  was r e a l l y  t h e  i t e m  
t h a t  w a s  c aus ing  us t o  , n v e s t i g a t e  f u r t h e r .  

Q- Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  speak ing  about  
Colonel  HENDERSON'S new command, t h a t  h e  had j u s t  on t h e  1 5 t h  
of March assumed t h e  command of t h e  b r i g a d e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s .  

Q Any d i s c u s s i o n  about  t h e  e f f e c t  upon morale,  o r  
upon Task Force  Barker  and i t s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s ,  of  t h e s e  r e -
p o r t s  t h a t  you had r e c e i v e d  and what might  be t h e  impact  if 
they  d i d  t u r n  o u t  t o  have subs t ance?  

A. I t  i s  conce ivab le  t h a t  we d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  t y p e  of 
t h i n g  a t  sometime. I d o n ' t  t i e  it i n  w i t h  a p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d -
e n t  though.  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of speak ing  about  
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  Sha rks ,  t h e  174 th  a t  Euc Pho, 
and t h e  Warlords ,  t h e  123d a t  D o t t i e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n  of t h a t  t ype .  I 
know t h e r e  had been,  what would you c a l l  i t ,  ill f e e l i n g ,  o r  
t h a t ' s  perhaps  t o o  s t r o n g  a word. There  h a s  been some i n d i c a -
t i o n  t h a t  t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n s  were j e a l o u s  of each  o t h e r ' s  
p r e r o g a t i v e s .  We had formed t h c  new b a t t a l i o n  from o l d e r  
u n i t s  t h a t  had been hav ing  t r o u b l e .  ' There  had been some com-
p l a i n t s  about  t h e  way they  had been l i v i n g ,  t h i s  s o r t  of 
t h i n g .  I 'd made a c o n s i d e r a b l e  e f f o r t  t o  b u i l d  up t h e i r  
e s p r i t .  W e  had formed t h i s  a i r  c a v a l r y  t r o o p .  The gunship 
p i l o t s  were expe r i enced ,  b u t  t h e  H-23 p i l o t s  I r e a l l y  w a s n ' t  
as c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  t h e y  were capab le  of unde r t ak ing  t h i s  t y p e  
of  o p e r a t i o n  as I might have been s i n c e  t h e y  had been p u l l e d  
from a r t i l l e r y .  They w e r e  v o l u n t e e r s .  They wanted t o  j o i n  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  b u t  t hey  had never  been t r a i n e d  2s c a v a l r y  
s c o u t s ,  s o  t o  speak ,  and t h i s  u n i t  b e i n g  somewhat a pro-
v i s i o n a l  u n i t ,  we had p u l l e d  t h e  H-23's o u t  of u n i t s  t h a t  had  
o b j e c t e d  t o  hav ing  t h e  H-23's l e a v e .  I t  h a d  been something of 
a problem b u t  no th ing  c r i t i c a l .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s  a s  b e i n g  p a r t  of  t h e  con-
v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  General  YOUNG on t h i s  day? Do you r e c a l l  
General  YOUNG s a y i n g  any th ing  about  Colone l  HENDERSON going 
down t o  Bronco where t h e  174th  was based  2~915 speaking  w i t h  a 
Major GIBSON? 
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A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

10: General KOSTER, wi th  r e spec t  t o  your d i scuss ion  
wi th  General YOUNG, it i s  n o t  exac t ly  firmed up as  t o  t h e  
exac t  d a t e  t h a t  General  YOUNG re layed your i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  b u t  
it i s  q u i t e  conclus ive  from t h e  people t h a t  we have been able  
t o  t a l k  t o ,  t h a t  a r e  s t i l l  a l i v e ,  and who were t h e r e  a s  t o  
genera l ly  how it was conducted. The b e s t  we have been able 
t o  p iece  it t o g e t h e r ,  t h i s  took p lace  sometime e a r l y  i n  t h e  
morning on t h e  1 8 t h .  Conceivably it could have been t h e  1 7 t h ,  
b u t  we have documentary evidence which would i n d i c a t e ,  and t h e  
l o g i c  of t h e  even t s  would a l s o  s o  i n d i c a t e ,  t h a t  it was on 
t h e  18th .  A t  t h a t  t ime ,  he assembled four  a d d i t i o n a l  i n d i v i -  
dua l s  : Colonel HENDERSON, Colonel BARKER, Colonel HOLLADAY, 
and Major WATKE; i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he had d iscussed  t h i s  m a t t e r  
wi th  you, and subsequent t o  t h a t  t ime,  t h e  s t o r y  which had 
been re layed t o  h i m ,  o r  given t o  him, by Colonel HOLLADAY 
Major WATKE was again  presented  t o  t h i s  assembled group. 
have varying s t o r i e s  as t o  how long t h e  meeting l a s t e d .  

and 
W e  

A. Which s t o r y  was t h i s ,  the--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  The s t o r y  which had been given t o  
General YOUIdG which prompted him--by Major WATKE and Colonel 
HOLLADAY--and which i n  t u r n  had prompted him t o  come t o  you 
t o  t e l l  you about it. So he then took t h e  two p a r t i c i p a n t s  
t h a t  t o l d  him and met them a t  F i r e  Support Base D o t t i e  with 
Colonel HENDERSON and Colonel BARKER and went over  t h e  s i t u -  
a t i o n .  T h a t ' s  what it amounts t o .  And a t  t h i s  t ime an oppor-
t u n i t y  was p resen ted  t o  again  t e l l  t h e  s t o r y  a s  t o  what t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  had repor ted  and a t  t h i s  t ime ,  subsequent t o  
t h i s ,  General YOUNG, r e l a y i n g  your i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  t o l d  Colonel 
HENDERSON t h a t  he wanted it checked i n t o  and he wanted it done 
and as  soon as  p o s s i b l e ,  ASAP. Some people have even put  a 
time per iod  on it t c  t h e  e x t e n t ,  maybe t h i s  i s  a mental  pro- 
cess, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  was t o  be r epor ted  t o  you i n  n o t  
less than 72 hours .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  eve r  s e t t i n g  a time lidt on t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q - Subsequent t o  t h i s  time and i n  t h e  genera l  a r e a ,  
w e  know t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON d i d  amongst h i s  f i r s t  moves 
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t a l k  t o  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON, who Major WATKE had s e n t  
up, along poss ib ly  with some o t h e r  people,  t o  t a l k  t o  Colonel 
HENDERSON. Whether o r  n o t  General YOUNG was t h e r e  a t  t h e  
t i m e  of t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  we are no t  su re .  General  YOUNG 
f e l t  t h a t  he had departed.  Colonel HENDERSON knew t h a t  it 
was only he who was i n  t h i s ,  t oge the r  with Warrant O f f i c e r  
THOMPSON, when t h i s  was conducted. 
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MR MACCRATE: Excuse me, p o s s i b l y  t h e r e  was a Major WILSON 
who se rved  w i t h  Major WATKE, conceivably.  

10: . Y e s .  So my p o i n t  h e r e  i n  a sk ing  now t h a t  you--in 
p rov id ing  this i n fo rma t ion  f o r  you a s  background t o  t h i s - -
d i d  you r e c a l l  whether  General  YOUNG s a i d  he w a s  p r e s e n t  when 
Colonel  HENDERSON conducted t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ;  whether  he knew 
t h a t  such an i n t e r r o g a t i o n  w a s  going on; o r  whether  he  knew 
t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON was going t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  p i l o t ;  o r  ,eny 
of  t hose  t h r e e  t h i n g s  a s  f a r  a s  t h c  p i l o t  was concerned? 

A. I have a d i s t i n c t  impress ion  t h a t  General  YOUNG 
w a s  n o t  p r e s e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  He very  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
had t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON a f t e r  Colonel  HENDERSON had 
i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h e  p i l o t .  

Q Could t h e r e  have been a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  i n  t h i s  
meeting I ' m  t a l k i n g  abou t ,  which l a s t e d  somewhere between $5 I 
and 4 5  minutes--40 minutes ,  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON cou ld  have 
expressed  t h i s  t o  you? 

A. No, sir.  This  w a s  very  d e f i n i t e l y  t h e  r e s u l t s  of  
t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  

Q A t  . t h a t  t ime d i d  he  s a y  t h a t  he t a l k e d  t o  any
o t h e r  p i l o t s  o r  any o t h e r  crew members of n o t  on ly  o t h e r  
a i r c r a f t  b u t  of  Warrant  O f f i c e r  THOMPSON'S a i r c r a f t  i t s e l f ?  

A. No, s ir .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  only--his  s t a t e m e n t  r e l a t e d  
t o  t a l k i n g  to--HENDERSON1s d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  THOMPSON. Th i s  is  
t h e  on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  I d e f i n i t e l y  remember. Now, t h e s e  o t h e r  
t h i n g s  came up l a t e r ,  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  from HE'GDERSON o r  from, 
through General  YOUNG, t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  a v i a t o r s  had been i n t e r -
r o g a t e d  and t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g .  

MR WEST: I was look ing  through some of t h e  t r z n s c r i p t  of 
t h e  tes t imony of Colonel  HENDERSON. I f  we could  go back t o  
t h e  1 6 t h ,  Landing Zone D o t t i e ,  you r e c a l l  t h e  i n c i d e n t  o f  
Colonel  HENDERSON b r i n g i n g  i n  two suspec t ed  VC t h a t  t u r n e d  
o u t  t o  be PF ' s  o r  RF's.  On t h i s  p o i n t  he t e s t i f i e d :  

"As I s t a t e d ,  I took t h e  two i n d i v i d u a l s  i n t o  
F i r e  Support  Base D o t t i e  and t a l k e d  t o  General  
KOSTER. General  KOSTER asked me about  how many 
c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  and I r e p o r t e d  t o  him 
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what might be termed--that I d i d  n o t  have a count. 
That I had observed f i v e  t o  seven or ~ i xt o  e i g h t  
c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  and it appeared t o  m e  as  a r e s u l t  
of e i t h e r  a r t i l l e r y  o r  gunship f i r e . "  
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And t h e n  t h e r e  i s  an a s i d e  t h a t  has  no re levance ,  
and then h e ' s  asked a ques t ion .  "Did General KOSTER i s s u e  any 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  you a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime, p o i n t  of t ime?" 

And HENDERSON s a i d :  

" ~ t  f i r s t  of i n d i -t h a t  time General KOSTER, a l l ,  
c a t e d  an i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e s e  two VC suspec t s ;  he 
wanted t o  know how long it would be be fo re  w e  
could confirm whether they were VC o r  n o t .  I 
s e n t  a s t a f f  o f f i c e r  down immediately t o  f i n d  
o u t .  While t h e  s t a f f  o f f i c e r  was gone, General 
KOSTER asked me how many c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l -  
ed i n  t h e  a r e a .  I ' m  under t h e  impression t h a t  
General  KOSTER had flown over  t h e  a r e a  a t  2,000 
f e e t  which was h i s  normal a l t i t u d e ;  came back t o  
F i r e  Support  Base Dot t i e .  I could be  wrong on 
t h i s .  P a m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  of it. I informed him 
t h a t  a t  l e a s t  s i x  t o  e i g h t  c i v i l i a n s  apparent ly  
had been k i l l e d ,  and he s a i d  t o  f i n d  out  how 
they had been k i l l e d ,  o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  
We then  d iscussed  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  the  VC suspec t s  
were PF's  o r  RF1s. 

"Q. A t  t h e  time you were t a l k i n g  t o  General 
KOSTER, were you aware of any a d d i t i o n a l  c i v i l -  
i a n s  t h a t  might have been k i l l e d ? "  

Colonel HENDERSON: 

"NO, sir. 

"Q. To your knowledge a t  t h a t  p o i n t  i n  t ime,  I 'd  
l i k e  t o  v e r i f y  t h e  time t h a t  you t a l k e d  t o  him, 
somewhere between f i v e  t o  seven, o r  s i x  t o  e i g h t  
c i v i l i a n s ,  t o  your knowledge, had been k i l l e d ? "  

Colonel HENDERSON : 

"Yes, sir. 

"Q. And t h i s  i s  approximately 9 t o  9 :30 i n  t h e  
morning. How long d i d  t h a t  conversa t ion  l a s t ?  

"A. Not more than  10 t o  15 minutes d i d  we m e e t  
t h e r e  on t h e  ground. 
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"Q. Did General KOSTER s t a y  on LZ D o t t i e  o r  
what t r a n s p i r e d  then?" 

-
And Colonel HENDERSON: 

"General KOSTER departed.  I d o n ' t  know where he 
depar ted  f o r .  And I depar ted  almost  simultaneously 
back t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a rea .  " 

Colonel HENDERSON then  t e s t i f i e d  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  he pro- 
ceeded from t h e r e .  A l i t t l e  l a t e r  on i n  t h e  morning, he 
made a c a l l  on Colonel TOAN of t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion  around 
11 o ' c l o c k  o r  so .  Then, t h a t  a f t e rnoon ,  he t a l k e d  t o  Colonel 
BARKER, and he w a s  informed a t  t h a t  time t h a t  they had a count 
of 1 2  t o  1 4  c i v i l i a n s  who had been k i l l e d .  Then Colonel 
HENDERSON went t o  say: 

"At t h a t  t ime, he was u n c e r t a i n  how they  had been 
k i l l e d ,  and I asked him o r  d i r e c t e d  him t o  g e t  m e  
a count  of bodies ,  male, female, woman, o r  c h i l d ,  
and e x a c t l y  how they had been k i l l e d .  

"Q, Did he provide such a count  t o  you? 

"A. H e  d i d  t h e  nex t  day. 

"Q. What day is  t h i s ?  

"A. This  is  on t h e  16 th ,  t h e  same day of t h e  
opera t ion .  

"Q. The same day? He provided you t h e  informa- 
t i o n  on t h e  same day? 

"A. H e  provided me w i t h  a f i g u r e  of 1 2  t o  1 4 ,  
as I r e c a l l  r i g h t  now." 

And sometime la ter  i n  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  Colonel  HENDERSON 
says  : 

"Sometime l a t e r  i n  t h e  evening a f t e r  
1900, a s  I r e c a l l ,  I had a te lephone  
c a l l  from Colonel BARKER i n  which he 
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i n c r e a s e d  t h e  r e p o r t  t o  20 c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d .  
H i s  o r a l  r e p o r t  was t h a t  they a l l  had been 
k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  and by gunships ,  b u t  he 
d i d  n o t  have a breakout  of male, female, and 
c h i l d r e n .  

" Q .  Did he eve r  provide  you wi th  t h e  d e t a i l e d  
in fo rma t ion  which you had asked f o r ?  

"A. The next  morning; t h i s  is  s t i l l  the 1 6 t h  
t h a t  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about. 

"Q. H e  gave you a  pre l iminary  r e p o r t ?  

"A. H e  gave me a pre l iminary  r e p o r t  which I 
c a l l e d  t o  General  KOSTER t h a t  n i g h t  a t  d i v i -  
s i o n  headquar t e r s .  " 

And t h i s  s u b j e c t  i s  t aken  up aga in  a l i t t l e  l a t e r  i n  h i s  
test imony : 

" Q .  Please  proceed wi th  your s t o r y .  " 

Colonel HENDERSON: 

"When I informed General  KOSTER o f  t h i s  number 
of c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  had been k i l l e d ,  he  evidenced 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  s u i p r i s e  and shock a t  t h e  number, 
a s  had I. And I t o l d  him t h a t  I had d i r e c t e d  
Colonel BARKER t o  look i n t o  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  t o  
g i v e  m e  a breakout  on how t h e s e  people  had 
been k i l l e d .  General KOSTER s a i d :  ' I  want t o  
know t h a t ,  t oo .  ' I then  c a l l e d  Colonel  BARKER 
back a t  h i s  headquar te rs  a t  F i r e  Support  Base 
D o t t i e  t h a t  evening a s  I wanted him t o  be 
aware of  General  KOSTER1s pe r sona l  concern and 
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  a l s o .  

"Q. A t  that t i m e ,  you were e v i d e n t l y  t a l k i n g  
about  t h e  evening of t h e  16th?I1 

" Y e s ,  sir. 

- .  \
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"Q. And when you t a l k e d  t o  Genera l  KOSTER. 
Did he  d i r e c t  you t o  conduct  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

"A. No, sir.  

"Q. I wish you would r e p e a t ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  
your  knowledge, what i n s t r u c t i o n s  he gave you 
a t  t h a t  t ime? 

"A. To t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge, I informed 
General  KOSTER o f  t h i s :  t h a t  I was hav ing  
Colonel  BARKER p repa re  a b reakou t  on t h e s e  
d e a t h s  accord ing  t o  m a l e ,  female ,  and c h i l -  
d r e n  and as t o  whether  t hey  had been k i i l e d  
by s m a l l  arms f i r e ,  a r t i l le ry ,  or gunship,  
o r  i f  unknown, then  unknown. To t h e  b e s t  of 
my knowledge, General  KOSTER s a i d  t h a t ,  ' I  
want t o  know t h a t  i n fo rma t ion ,  a l s o .  ' There 
w e r e  no i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  it. H e  
w a s  ve ry  unhappy t h a t  he--General KOSTER w a s  
v e r y  unhappy, as was I ,  ove r  t h e  abnormally 
h i g h  number of  c i v i l i a n s  hav ing  been r e p o r t -  
e d l y  k i l l e d .  But t h e r e  was no f u r t h e r  i n -  
s t r u c t i o n s  from t h e  g e n e r a l  t o  t h e  b e s t  of 
my knowledge. " 

And they  go on. A l i t t l e  l a t e r  i n  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  t hey  
r e t u r n  t o  t h i s  matter of  t h e  evening  of  t h e  1 6 t h .  And i n  
answer t o  a q u e s t i o n ,  Colonel  HENDERSON s t a t e d :  

"I a l s o  wanted more in fo rma t ion  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
a l l e g e d  20 c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  had been  k i l l e d .  Now, 
t h e s e  were t h e  r ea sons  t h a t  I d i r e c t e d  BARKER 
to send  t h e  company back th rough  t h e  a r e a .  " 
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Then he d i scusses  t h e  ma t t e r  of h i s  order ing  t h e  company 
t o  go through t h e  a r e a  and how it d i d n ' t  occur.  He went 
on t o  s a y :  

"I wanted t h i s  body count r e e s t a b l i s h e d ,  these  
20 c i v i l i a n  dead r e v e r i f i e d  as  t o  how they had 
been k i l l e d .  H e  gave m e  a  card t h a t  morning. " 

Referr ing t o  BARKER: 

"When I a r r i v e d  up t h e r e ,  he gave m e  a 3-by-5 
ca rd ,  Colonel BARKER d i d ,  and s t a t e d  how t h e s e  
20 c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  and t h e  breakout 
of men, women, and ch i ld ren .  

"Q. Do you know what happened t o  t h a t  card? 

"A. I gave t h a t  ca rd  t o  General KOSTER. 

"Q. To General KOSTEH? 

"A. Yes, sir. 

"Q. ~t a subsequent da te?  

"A; Yes, s i r . "  

I t  goes on l i k e  t h a t .  

A t  a l a t e r  time, he t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he v i s i t e d  
you i n  your o f f i c e  on t h e  20th of March and made a r e p o r t  
concerning t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  of noncombatants having been k i l l e d  
i n  t h e  My Lai a r e a  and gave you t h i s  3-by-5 card.  Does t h a t  
h e l p  i n  r e f r e s h i n g  your memory a t  a l l  a s  t o  t h e s e  events? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  events .  I must say ,  t h e r e ' s  
n o t  much i n  t h e r e  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  appear t o  be what I would've--
t h a t  c o u l d n ' t  have been f a c t u a l .  The i n i t i a l  r e p o r t  of 
c a s u a l t i e s ,  al though I asked f o r  a check of why and t h i s  
s o r t  of t h i n g ,  I d i d  not-- that  was no t  t h e  inqu i ry  and t h e  
f i r s t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s o  t o  speak t h a t  I d i r e c t e d .  That came 
a f t e r  I rece ived  t h e  word from t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t .  So I 
could--but I w a s  s t i l l  asking him why and what and a l l  t he  
o t h e r  th ings .  The f a c t  t h a t  he came back and t o l d  me and 
kept  me informed, t h a t  sounds l i k e  something he would have 
accomplished. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  s p e c i f i c s .  
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Q - O f  course ,  t h e  import of h i s  testimony i s  t h a t  on 
t h e  16 th  he spoke t o  you a t  l e a s t  twice a s  t o  t k ~ smat te r  o f  
c i v i l i a n  dea ths .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q This  was noncombatant c i v i l i a n s ,  and you expressed
g r e a t  concern and you t o l d  him t h a t  you wanted t o  hear  more 
about it. I had understood from your testimony t h a t  you had 
heard almost noth ing  about c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  during t h i s  
time. And i f  t h a t  i s  n o t  t h e  m a t t e r  which we--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  No, s i r .  I was f u l l y  aware of  20 
some c i v i l i a n s  having been c a s u a l t i e s  i n  t h i s  opera t ion .  I 
w a s  never  aware of any more than t h a t .  
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Q- I think you can a l s o  apprec ia te  t h a t  we a r e  a l s o  
t r y i n g  t o  i r o n  out p a r t s  of Colonel HENDERSON'S testimony. 

A. Yes, sir. 

I ' m  n o t  j u s t  t h i n k i n g  about yours.  

A. I wouldn ' t  have t r i e d  t o  r e f u t e  any of t h e  s t a t e -  
ments t h a t  he made during th is - - the  por t ions  t h a t  you read  t o  
me. I do n o t  remember t h e  meetings o r  t h e  c a l l s  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
nor t h e  card  but-- 

0- ( In te rpos ing)  I t  could we l l  have happened? 

A.  I t  could  have happened. 

MR YACCRATE: General  KOSTER, I would l i k e  t o  go back f o r  
a  moment t o  t h e  conversa t ion  with General YOUNG, and I be-
l i e v e  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  inc luded i n  h i s  r e p o r t  of Colonel 
HENDERSON'S i n t e r r o g a t i o n  was t h e  f a c t s  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  
d i screpancies  i n  t h e  a v i a t o r ' s  s t o r y .  That he had appeared 
t o  Colonel HENDERSON t o  be an e x c i t a b l e  young man and t h a t  
Colonel HENDERSON had concluded t h a t  h i s  s t o r y  w a s  t hus  en-
t i t l e d  t o  l e s s  a u t h e n t i c i t y .  And I b e l i e v e  you s a i d  t h a t  a s  
a r e s u l t  of t h i s  r e p o r t  both you and General YOUNG f e l t  re-
l i e v e d .  Now, what I am i n t e r e s t e d  i n  exp lo r ing  i s  what w a s  
your concern which was r e l i e v e d  by v i r t u e  of such a r e p o r t ?  

A .  Well, t h a t  t h e r e  had been excess  f i r i n g ;  t h a t  t h e  
t roops  were f i r i n g  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  i n  t h e  a r e a ;  t h a t  poss ib ly  
some of t h e  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  we were aware of  had 
r e s u l t e d  from t h i s  type  of a c t i o n .  

Q But a t  t h i s  p o i n t  you had no information as  t oo 

what had been t h e  cause of t h e  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s .  I t  d i d n ' t  
i n  any way change t h e  f i g u r e  of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  d i d  i t ?  

A .  No, sir. It d i d  n o t .  

Q. And t h i s  i n  no way a f f e c t e d  t h e  r e p o r t  of t h e  
conf ron ta t ion ;  t h e  f a c t  of t h e  landing  of t h e  a i r c r a f t .  

A .  I t  d i d n ' t  af f e c t  t h e  landing.  I would say it would 
have a f f e c t e d  t h e  conf ron ta t ion .  You had an e x c i t a b l e  k i d  who 
came down here  and got  himself involved l i k e  t h i s .  
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Q- Was it your understanding t h a t  a gunship was 
involved i n  t h e  landing  a s  we l l  a s  this e x c i t a b l e  young 
man who was f l y i n g  t h e  H-23? 

A. A t  sometime I had been informed t h a t  a gunship--

t h a t  he c a l l e d ' \ a  gunship down t o  come i n  and a s s i s t  i n  t h e  

evacuat ion.  


Q- So t h a t  t h e r e  were s t i l l  a s p e c t s  of t h i s  t o  
be resolved?  

A. No ques t ion ,  t h i s  was j u s t  t h e  s t a r t ,  s 2 r .  

10: General KOSTER, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i n  your mind 
General YOUNG was fol lowing through on t h i s ,  o r  words t o  
t h a t  e f f e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Did you ever  i s s u e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  General YOUNG 
t h a t  you wanted him t o  fol low through and t o  be completely 
informed on t h i s  and t o  r e p o r t  t o  you? 

A. I b e l i e v e  I d i d  i n  the  words along t h e  l i n e  o f ,  
"Will you r i d e  herd  on t h i s  th ing?"  Something on t h e  o r d e r  
of t h a t ;  n o t  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f ,  "You conduct t h e  opera--you 
conduct t h e  i n q u i r y ,  you do t h i s  and s o . "  But I ' d  always 
look t o  one of t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commanders t o  look 
a f t e r  t h e  southern  a r e a  p r i m a r i l y ,  and I was concerned t o  a 
g r e a t e r  e x t e n t  wi th  the  n o r t h ,  and I ' m  s u r e  I gave him a 
message t h a t  I f e l t  he was t o  superv i se  t h i s  check. 

Q- General YOUNG'S d i scuss ion  with you then ,  t h e  
fol lowing d i s c u s s i o n ,  was more o r  l e s s  a f a i l  ou t  of  Colonel 
HENDERSON'S d i scuss ion  wi th  t h e  warrant  o f f i c e r ,  was a  p a r t  
of t h i s ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - Now, a f t e r  you g o t  t h i s  f e e l i n g ,  which you i n d i -  
ca ted  was somewhat of a r e l i e f  t o  you and General YOUNG, I 
b e l i e v e  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  ground element was concerned, d i d  you 
t ake  any a c t i o n  t o  g e t  i n  touch wi th  Colonel HOLLADAY o r  any-
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body t h a t  was running t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  t o  f i n d  ou t  r i g h t  then  
and the re  what was going on? I f  a r e p o r t  had come t o  you that 
an e x c i t a b l e  o r  inexperienced ind iv idua l  had done t h i s  t o  see 
i f  t h e r e  was any follow up t o  e f f e c t  t h i s  w i t h i n  t h e  a v i a t i o n  
u n i t ?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  I d iscussed  it with Colonel HOLLADAY a t  
some t ime ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  t h e  o v e r a l l  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  p a r t i c -
u l a r l y  t h a t .  The p i l o t s  were suppor t ing  t h e  ground opera t ion .  
I f  they had a  problem with t h e  ground commanders they  were 
suppor t ing ,  they  should go immediately t o  t h e  nex t  h igher  com-
mander, and a l l  of h i s  p i l o t s ,  recognizing t h a t  some of  them 
were no t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  used t o  t h i s  type of opera t ion ,  should 
be very f i rmly  o r i e n t e d  on how t o  go about t h e s e  t h i n g s .  

\ 
Q. Did you e v e r  review wi th  Colonel HOLLADAY t h e  \ 
s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  had a c t u a l l y  t r a n s p i r e d  a t  My Lai ( 4 )  between :X: 
t h e  p i l o t  and t h e  ground t roops?  CV: 

l-


A .  I ' m  n o t  su re  I reviewed t h e  whole t h i n g ,  b u t  I 
would say we t a l k e d  about por t ions  of it a t  l e a s t .  

Q. According t o  some of t h e  testimony t h a t  we have, 
some from Colonel HOLLADAY and some from o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
Colonel HOLLADAY was considerably concerned because of t h e  
number of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  which were on t h e  o r d e r  of mag-
n i tude  of 100 o r  more. A combination of t h i s  and t h e  confron- 
t a t i o n  caused Colonel HOLLADAY and Major WATKE t o  r e p o r t  t h i s  
s i t u a t i o n  t o  General YOUNG. It would appear t o  me t h a t  i f  
Colonel HOLLADAY had f e l t  t h a t  s t rong ly  about t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  
and i f  My Lai ( 4 )  was e v e r  broached t o  him, t h a t  he  would have 
had a good opening t o  d i scuss  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  ~ i i t h  you a t  t h a t  
t ime i n  d e t a i l ?  

A .  Yes, s i r ,  b u t  I do no t  r e c a l l  t h a t  h e  eve r  mentioned 
f i g u r e s  of t h a t  magnitude. 

MR WEST: The p o i n t  I would l i k e  t o  address  i s  what you w e r e  
t o l d  by General YOUNG as t o  th.e r e p o r t  h.e had rece ived  of 
Warrant O f f i c e r  TILOMPSON's s t o r y .  T h i s  came t o  him from 
HENDERSON a s  I understand i . t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  
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Q. NOW, HENDERSON t e s t i f i e d  on 2nd of December, he 
descr ibed Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON'S s t o r y  a s  follows : He 
s a i d  t h e  young man was i n  t e a r s ,  he was considerably--under 
some emotional s t r a i n  ev iden t ly .  But t h e  f a c t s  he t a l k e d  
about--he t o l d  about see ing  a l o t  o f ,  what Colonel HENDERSON 
c a l l e d ,  extremely wi ld  shoot ing  by t roops  on t h e  ground and 
by h e l i c o p t e r s  i n  t h e  a i r  and it appeared t o  him t h a t  every- 
thing w a s  out  of c o n t r o l .  Now, t h i s  is  Colonel HENDERSON'S 
s t o r y .  He f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had observed a dark complected 
cap ta in ,  n o t  a Negro, bu t  a dark complected c a p t a i n  shoot  a 
woman, a wounded woman. He s t a t e d ,  and t h i s  i s  THOMPSON he 
means, i n  t h e  marking of p o s i t i o n s  of what he considered 
wounded c i v i l i a n s  by smoke he observed t h e n  t h a t  t h e  t roops  
would advance on t h i s  smoke throwing hand grenades and shoot- 
ing i n t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who were wounded. He s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c a p t a i n  walked over  t o  t h i s  body t h a t  Warrant 
O f f i c e r  THOMPSON had marked, nudged h e r  wi th  h i s  foot  o r  with 
h i s  weapon, and turned  around and walked away. When he was 
approximately t e n  s t e p s  away from t h i s  woman, t h i s  wounded 
woman, t h e  c a p t a i n  whir led  and f i r e d  upon t h i s  wounded woman 
with h i s  M-16 r i f l e .  And a t  t h i s  p o i n t  he went on and t o l d  how 
THOMPSON was i n  t e a r s .  They come back t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  a l i t t l e  
l a t e r .  In  a ques t ion  t o  HENDERSON: 

"Q. I want t o  know a s  much as  I can about what 
THOMPSON t o l d  you? 

"A. Yes, s i r .  THOMPSON t o l d  m e  t h a t  i n  f l y i n g  
overhead he observed a number of  c i v i l i a n s  on 
t h e  ground. He gave me no number. I had a re-
p o r t  t h a t  approximately 2 4  c i v i l i a n s  had been 
k i l l e d  i n  t h e  opera t ion .  THOMPSON t o l d  me he 
had observed c i v i l i a n s  on t h e  ground wounded; 
t h a t  he was t r y i n g  t o  g e t  medical a i d  f o r  them 
and t h a t  he was dropping smoke flares--smoke 
s i g n a l s  on t h e  wounded; t h a t  s m a l l  teams from 
t h e  company would come over  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e ,  b u t  
i n s t e a d  of i n v e s t i g a t i n g  they would come f i r i n g  
and throwing hand grenades and f i r i n g  M79 
rounds. When I broached t h e  s u b j e c t  t o  Captain 
MEDINA, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  was a p i l o t  marking 
wounded, Captain MEDINA s a i d  t h a t  he had no 
knowledge t h a t  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  w a s  marking wounded. 
That t h i s  s i g n a l  was always re se rved  f o r  marking 
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VC and t h a t  he d i r e c t e d  a l l  h i s  elements a s  he 
d ispa tched them ou t  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e s e  smoke 
s i g n a l s  t o  advance cau t ious ly  because he d i d  n o t  
want t o  g e t  people k i l l e d  unnecessar i ly .  A s  a 
consequence, when I repor ted  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  t o  
General YOUNG I t o l d  him t h a t  t h i s  young o f f i c e r ,  
war ran t  o f f i c e r ,  it appeared t o  me had been un-
knowingly marking people f o r  dea th ,  n o t  being 
i n  comnunication with the  ground t roops ,  which 
w a s  a s i g n a l  f o r  t h e  t roops  t h a t  t h e r e  were VC 
and poss ib ly  armed VC. Natura l ly  they were 
approaching each of t h e s e  p o s i t i o n s  cau t ious ly  
and wi th  firepower.  " 

And then  we go i n t o  a  d i scuss ion  of t h e  smoke 
s i g n a l s .  
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, 

HENDERSON s t a t e d  i n  o t h e r  t es t imony t h a t  a f t e r  he 
had t a l k e d  t o  THOMPSON he  immediately went o u t  a?d t a l k e d  t o  
MEDINA, and MEDINA had exp la ined  t h a t ,  ye s ,  he had n o t i c e d  t h i s  
young woman l y i n g  t h e r e  on t h e  ground, and as he  walked away 
from h e r  he  d e t e c t e d  a movement of an a r m ,  he  t hough t ,  and he 
assumed she  w a s  r each ing  f o r  a grenade o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  
H e  immediately w h i r l e d  around and s h o t  h e r ,  and Colone l  HEN-
DERSON s t a t e d  t h i s  seemed log ic t i1  t o  him and he accep ted  it. 

L a t e r  i n  h i s  t es t imony,  he  s t a t e d :  " A f t e r  I had 
t a l k e d  t o  Capta in  MEDINA and Captain  MICHLES, I r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ 
~ o t t i eand a g a i n  t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  BARKER. General  YOUNG 
a r r i v e d  a t  F i r e  Support  Base D o t t i e ,  and I r e l a t e d  t o  him 
e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  I had g o t t e n  up t o  t h i s  p o i n t  and t o l d  him: 

"Q. I would l i k e  t o  know s p e c i f i c a i l y  what 
you r e l a t e d  t o  him, t o  t h e  b e s t  of your  
r e c o l l e c t i o n ? "  

Colone l  HENDERSON: "To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, 
I informed him o f  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  made by t h e  Warrant  O f f i c e r  
THOMPSON, t h a t  I had s o  f a r  looked i n t o  one a s p e c t  of t h i s  
and t h i s  was concerning Captain  MEDINA'S s h o o t i n g  t h e  wounded 
woman; t h a t  I accepted  Captain  M E D I N A ' s  e x p l a n a t i o n  of t h i s  
and t o  me it appeared p l a u s i b l e .  However, I was going t o  
look i n t o  t h i s  matter f u r t h e r ,  and t h a t  I had d i r e c t e d  Col- 
onel-- " 

And then  he i s  i n t e r r u p t e d  by a q u e s t i o n :  

"Q. What m a t t e r  were you go ing  t o  look i n t o  
f u r t h e r ? " 

Colonel  HENDERSON: "His a l l e g a t i o n s ,  Warrant 
O f f i c e r  THOMPSON'S a l l e g a t i o n s ,  concern ing  t h e  w i l d  shoo t ing .  " 

And t h e n  he goes on t o  s ay  t h a t  h e  d i r e c t e d  
Colonel  BARKER t o  move--have h i s  company go back through the 
a rea .  

A. Which day was t h a t  t hen?  

9- Thi s  was t h e  1 7 t h ,  accord ing  t o  HENDERSON. The 
reason  I went back ove r  t h a t  was t o  g i v e  you Colonel  HENDERSON'S 
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account of what he  had t o l d  t o  General YOUNG, and I g e t  t h e  
impression t h a t  General YOUNG d i d  n o t  convey a l l  t h a t  t o  you, 
b u t  merely r epor ted  the  a l l e g a t i o n  of t h e  t roops  f i r i n g  i n  
t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of c i v i l i a n s ,  poss ib ly  g e t t i n g  them i n  a cross-
f i r e ,  and then t h e  encounter o r  the  conf ron ta t ion ,  poss ib ly ,  
wi th  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t .  Did General YOUNG mention t o  you 
anything about THOMPSON'S a l l e g a t i o n s  concerning wi ld  shoot in 
c i v i l i a n s  l y i n g  on t h e  ground, t h e  cap ta in  shoot ing  a woman? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything about t h e  c a p t a i n  shoot ing 
t h e  woman. The w i l d  f i r i n g  I ga thered  from somewhere. Y e s ,  
t h e r e  had been some bodies  seen ,  b u t  n o t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  
had been numerous c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  a s  p a r t  of t h i s  ac t ion .  

70A 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q m  Another t h i n g  t h a t  i s  a l i t t l e  va r i ance  i n  
Colonel HENDERSON'S testimony. He s t a t e s  t h a t  he wasn ' t  
d i r e c t e d  by General YOUNG t o  i n i t i a t e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  The 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was h i s  own i d e a ,  and t h a t  he had mentioned it 
t o  General YOUNG, who had approved it. TJow, h e r e  a  ques t ion  
put by General PEERS, t h i s  i s  on t h e  17th  a g a i n ,  concerning 
t h e  events  of  t h e  17th :  

"Q. Let me back up j u s t  a  minute. You've ind ic -
a t e d  t h a t  you had n o t  been d i r e c t e d  t o  i n i t i a t e  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  What i s  your  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
as t o  who can i n i t i a t e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

"A. Well, I was i n i t i a t i n g  what I f e l t  t o  be my 
own personal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h i s  ma t t e r  a s  t h e  
br igade  commander. Anybody above me could have 
d i r e c t e d  me t o  conduct an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  o r  Col- 
onel  BARKER could have d i r e c t e d  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
wi th in  h i s  t a s k  fo rce .  

"Q. Now, you have i n d i c a t e d  you were looking a t  
t h i s  from t h e  commander's p o i n t  of  view, as  a 
commander's i n q u i r y ,  n o t  a  formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
My ques t ion  was what i s  your i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  as  t o  
who can i n i t i a t e  a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  such 
a mat ter?  

"A. I d iscussed  t h i s  with General  YOUNG and told--  
I b e l i e v e  General YOUNG w i l l  v e r i f y  t h i s - - I  t o l d  
him t h a t  I was i n i t i a l l y  going t o  t a k e  a look a t  
t h i s  t h i n g  from a  commander's v iewpoint ,  b u t  i f  
t h e r e  were any grounds o r  any evidence  a t  a l l  t o  
s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  of Warrant O f f i c e r  
THOMPSON, t h a t  I would then recommend t h a t  a 
formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be conducted i f  any of t h e s e  
a l l e g a t i o n s  proved t r u e .  That I d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  
he re  between a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by o rde r s  a s  
opposed t o  what is t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  
commander. I t h i n k  I ' m  d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g ,  a t  l e a s t  
i n  my own mind I am. 

"Q. Well, go on wi th  your d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  General 
YOUNG? 
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"A. W e l l ,  I had f i n i s h e d  up going down t o  Major 
GIBSON a t  t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n .  

"Q. One p o i n t  going back t o  General YOUNG again: 
had he given you any s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

"A. No, sir .  

"Q. A t  t h a t  time? 

"A. NO, s ir .  

"Q. So you t o l d  him t h e  course of a c t i o n  you 
were fol lowing,  and he a t  t h a t  time gave you no 
a d d i t i o n a l  s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s ? "  

And t h i s  i s  t h e  end of t h a t  p a r t  of the  testimony. 

Now, could you venture  any--an explanat ion  of--as 
I t ake  it, t h i s  i s  i n  var iance  wi th  your understanding of t h e  
mat ter .  You had i n s t r u c t e d  General YOUNG t o  have an i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  made. I b e l i e v e  he had t o l d  you t h a t  he d i r e c t e d  
Colonel HENDERSON t o  conduct one. 

A. yes ,  sir.  

Q Colonel HENDERSON says  : "No, it was my idea ;  
General YOUNG j u s t  approved it. " 

A. The t iming h e r e  may be what i s  confusing the 
i s s u e .  HENDERSON may have again--exactly when YOUNG re layed 
t h e  d i r e c t i v e  t o  HEiiDERSON I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e .  1 seem t o  be--
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have a l l  my thoughts shoved up i n  t o  t h e  e a r l i e r  time frame 
as opposed to--as spread ou t  as  t h e  o t h e r  evidence i s .  Maybe 
these  th ings  j u s t  took longer  than  I r e c a l l  now. 

Q Colonel HENDERSON has t h i s  on t h e  17th .  And it 
seems p o s s i b l e ,  very p o s s i b l e ,  from what you have t o l d  us ,  
o r  heard o therwise ,  t h i s  might have been on t h e  18th.  

A. Well, I f e e l  t h a t  a s  soon a s  I heard t h e  a l l eqa -
t i o n s  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  t h a t ' s  when I d i r e c t e d  t h e  in-
qu i ry .  When t h i s  was re layed on t o  Colonel HEWDERSON, I am 
n o t  c e r t a i n ,  b u t  I would have no reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  it 
wasnl-t  r i g h t  away. 

10: This  would i n  some r e s p e c t  t e c d  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
it was i n  f a c t  on t h e  18th .  The reason I say  t h a t  is  t h a t  
you've i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  General YOUNG brought t h i s  t o  you about 
noontime. 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q - O n  t h e  17th ,  t h e  day following--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Probably,  a l though i n i t i a l l y  I 
thought it was even t h e  f i r s t  day. A s  informed as  I am now 
of t h e  even t s ,  it could have been noontime of t h e  second day 
j u s t  as w e l l .  

MR MACCRATE: The second day was a Sunday. 

A. Time d o e s n ' t  mean anything a t  all, 

10: Sometimes you do remember t h i n g s  because of 
church s e r v i c e s  and th ings  which we normally a t t e n d  and 
events  and t h e  normal t iming of events .  The meeting which 
was supposed t o  have taken p lace  a t  t a s k  force- -a t  F i r e  Sup-
p o r t  Base Dottie--everybody seems t o  have it f a i r l y  we l l  f i x e d  
i n  mind t h a t  it happened comparatively e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. 
But i f  you t a l k e d  t o  him a t  noontime, it could n o t  have been, 
f o r  example, a t  9 o 'c lock  a t  F i r e  Support  Base Dot t i e .  One 
o t h e r  t h i n g  which--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I n  o rde r  t o  g e t  a11 t h e s e  people 
toge the r ,  t h a t  might have been t h e  f i r s t  word t h a t  he p u t  
out .  Again, I ' m  j u s t  supposing now, but--
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Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  I assume t h i s  i s  what 
everybody assumes t h a t ' s  what General  YOUNG had i n  mind when 
he  c a l l e d  t h e s e  people  t o g e t h e r ,  t o  i n i t i a t e  t h i s  and g e t  
t o g e t h e r  t h e  key people  t h a t  w e r e  involved i n  t h e  t h i n g .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q A s  w a s  p r e v i o u s l y  mentioned i n  Colonel  HENDERSON'S 
tes t imony,  immediately fo l lowing  t h i s  meeting and h i s  d i s cus -
s i o n  w i t h  Warrant  O f f i c e r  THOMPSON he proceeded immediately 
t o  C/1/20 where h e  t a l k e d  t o  Captain  MEDINA, and w e  have t h i s  
f a i r l y  w e l l  p inned  down as t o  l o c a t i o n  and t h e  t iming ,  which 
would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  it could  have only  have happened on t h e  
t h i r d  day i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  l o c a t i o n .  I t  would have been 
about  noontime o r  s h o r t l y  a f t e r ,  1 o ' c l o c k  maybe, on t h e  
a f t e r n o o n  of t h e  1 8 t h .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q I t h i n k  it i s  a l s o  f a i r  t o  s ay  t h a t  one of t h e  
r ea sons  t h a t  I cau t ioned  you t h i s  morning about  n o t  a c c e p t i n g  
some of t h e  t iming  and so f o r t h  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  from 
Colonel  HENDERSON is  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we d i d  g e t  him back i n  h e r e  
t o  go over  h i s  t e s t imony ,  and t h e r e  is  no q u e s t i o n  i n  h i s  mind 
t h a t  he d i d  a t t e n d  t h e  meeting and who was t h e r e  and g e n e r a l l y  
what was s a i d  and what i n s t r u c t i o n s  were i s s u e d .  So it i s  a 
l i t t l e  b i t  a t  v a r i a n c e  as you w i l l  n o t i c e  w i th  h i s  t es t imony,  
of  what M r .  WEST had t o  say  was c e r t a i n l y  p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  
p o i n t  t h a t  he w a s  t r y i n g  t o  b r i n g  o u t .  Now t h e n ,  General  
KOSTER, w e  have come up t o  t h e  p o i n t  now where w e  have gone 
through your  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  General  YOUNG. The i n s t r u c t i o n s  
have been i s s u e d  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON, and we have a l s o  gone 
through t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you had ga the red  c e r t a i n  i n fo rma t ion  
concerning it and s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t  Colonel  HZNDERSON had 
g iven  you an o r a l  r e p o r t  i n  one form o r  ano the r .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q What d i d  you t e l l  Colonel  HENDERSON a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. You mean a t  such t i m e  as he f i n a l l y  s a i d  t h i s  is  
a l l  I have o r  i f  he e v e r  s a i d  i t ? .  

Q H e  was r e p o r t e d  t o  have come t o  you on o r  about  
t h e  20th t o  r e p o r t  t h e  r e s u l t s  of  t h e  i n q u i r i e s  which he had 
i n i t i a t e d .  Perhaps it would be  w i s e ,  i n s t e a d  of t a k i n g  the 
q u e s t i o n  which I have j u s t  addressed  t o  you, t o  ask you t h e  
q u e s t i o n :  what d i d  Colonel  HENDERSON t e l l  you a t  t h a t  t i m e  
o r a l l y ?  
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A. A s  I i n d i c a t e d ,  I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember 
him coming up and saying: "This i s  my r e p o r t  of t h e  a l l ega -  
t i o n s .  " W e  g o t  much of it by--as he f i n i s h e d  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  
c e r t a i n  people,  he e i t h e r  appr ised  me a t  one p lace  o r  another  
o r  informed me through General YOUNG. He could very w e l l  have 
been t h e r e  and he o u t l i n e d  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  he hag t a l k e d  t o .  
H i s  conclusion based upon h i s  i n q u i r y ,  as  I r e c a l l ,  was t h a t  
t h e r e  h a d n ' t  been c a s u a l t i e s  caused by needless  f i r i n g ,  exces-
s i v e  f i r i n g .  That he had i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h e  people he f e l t  were 
p r imar i ly  involved,  and c e r t a i n l y  w i t h  a s  many people as  t h a t  
on an opera t ion ,  I f e l t  t h a t  he would have uncovered anything 
of much l e s s  magnitude than i s  p r e s e n t l y  be ing  a l l eged .  I n  
o t h e r  words, I f e l t  t h a t  he had i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h e  respons ib le  
people and a  c ross  s e c t i o n  of i n d i v i d u a l s ,  both  a v i a t i o n  and 
ground personnel ,  and t h a t  a s  f a r  a s  h i s  i n i t i a l  inqu i ry  was 
concerned t h e r e  wasn ' t  a  b a s i s  t o  push a--have a formal in-  
v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  t h a t  time. 

Q- Did he t e l l  you h o ~  he i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h e  ground 
t roops? 

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  he e v e r  t o l d  me how. I 
v i s u a l i z e d  he g o t  them o f f  t o  t a l k  t o  them as i n d i v i d u a l s  and 
s a i d  what d i d  you do whi le  yocl were t h e r e  and what happened 
i n  your p la toon,  t h i s  type of th ing .  I d o n ' t  know t h a t  it 
ever came up. 

Q. Did he i n d i c a t e  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  a s i d e  from M r .  
THOMPSON, whether he t a l k e d  t o  anybody t h a t  was i n  t h e  a e r i a l  
a s s a u l t  o r  a e r i a l - s c o u t  u n i t ?  

A. I go t  t h e  genera l  impression t h a t  he had t a l k e d  
t o  a l l  t h e  a v i a t o r s  who had flown t h a t  day. 

Q. Having heard t h i s  now, what was your s ta tement  
t o  Colonel HENDERSON? What a d d i t i o n a l  requirements  d i d  you 
p lace  on Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. I d o n ' t  know t h a t  I gave him any f u r t h e r  requi re-  
ments. Probably: " I f  anything e l s e  develops h e r e ,  l e t  me 
know about i t . "  

MR MACCRATE: General KOSTER, it i s  i n  f a c t  our  information 
a t  t h i s  t ime t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON had i n t e r r o g a t e d  very few 
people,  very few. And t h a t  a t  t h i s  t ime,  imiiediately a f t e r  
the  even t ,  he would have had v i r t u a l l y  no p rogress  t o  r e p o r t  
t o  you t h a t  would have consumed any pe r iod  of time. That such 
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  a s  he conducted was of a l i m i t e d  number of people,  
and t h a t  t h e r e  would n o t  have been s t e p s  of i n t e r r o g a t i n g  one 
group and then  another  group s o  t h a t  t h e r e  would have been any 
occasion f o r  a progress  r e p o r t .  And I t h i n k  i t ' s  t e r r i b l y  
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impor t an t  t h a t  you focus  as w e l l  a s  you can,  r ecogn iz ing  
t h a t  w e  are t a l k i n g  about  soniething a y e a r  and a h a l f  ago 
and w e  f u l l y  sympathize  w i t h  t h i s  problem, b u t  were t h e r e  
i n  f a c t  p rog res s  r e p o r t s  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. I have t h e  g e n e r a l  impress ion t h a t  I g o t  t h i s  
i n  s t a g e s .  I d i d n ' t  g e t  i t  as a l l  one wrap-up. When you 
g i v e  me t h e  d a t e  of 20 March, I d o n ' t  r e l a t e  t o  t h a t  d a t e  
a t  a l l .  I j u s t  know e v e n t u a l l y  it appeared t o  me t h a t  he 
c la imed t o  have i n t e r r o g a t e d  r e s p o n s i b l e  l e a d e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s ,  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t s ,  c e r t a i n  numbers w i t h i n  
t h e  company. I d o n ' t  know t h a t  he e v e r  gave m e  numbers, 
b u t  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  group and t h e  a v i a t o r s .  Now, a t  such 
t ime a s  he  came and t o l d  me, o r  we s a w  each o t h e r  and he 
t o l d  me a l l  of t h i s ,  I f e l t  t h a t  he had i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h e  
people  who were m o s t  concerned,  and I b e l i e v e  throughout  
a l l  of t h i s  t h a t  Gene ra l  YOUNG probably g o t  a s  many f a c t s  
as I d i d ,  some o f  t h i s  be ing  r e l a y e d  through him. 

Q You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had n o t ,  s o  f a r  as you
could  r e c a l l ,  l a i d  down any a d d i t i o n a l  requirements .  Can 
you h e l p  us i n  f i x i n g  t h e  t ime when you reached t h a t  a t t i t u d e  
i n  your  own mind with r e s p e c t  t o  what Colonel  HENDERSON w a s  
r e p o r t i n g  t o  you? 

A. No more t h a n  it w a s  s e v e r a l  days t h a t  w e  seemed 
t o  be i n t e r r o g a t i n g  people  and--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  It would p o s s i b l y  be  i n t o  A p r i l ?
This  could be  a 2-week p e r i o d ?  

A. I t  could .  

Q I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  the--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I wou ldn ' t  have a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  
it would have been t h a t  long ,  b u t  it could have gone s e v e r a l  
days towards the--I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  it could have gone much i n t o  
A p r i l .  I t  would have gone through t h e  remainder of March. 

Q D i d  you r e q u e s t  him t o  pu t  any p a r t  of it i n t o  
w r i t i n g ?  

A. W e l l ,  I d i d  about  t h e  middle of A p r i l .  

Q W e l l ,  p r i o r  t o  t h e  middle o f  ~ p r i ld i d  you make 
any such r e q u e s t  t o  him? 

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  
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10: You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  sometime i n  Apr i l  you had 
d i r e c t e d  him t o  pu t  it i n  w r i t i n g .  Was t h i s  h i s  formal 
r e p o r t  i n  w r i t i n g ,  o r  was t h i s  new information upon which 
you had based your judgrent  t o  reopen t h e  i s s u e ?  

A. I wanted a l l  t h e  information t h a t  he had repor ted  
t o  me v e r b a l l y ,  r epor ted  t o  General YOUNG v e r b a l l y ,  and I 
wanted it taken i n t o  cons ide ra t ion  t h a t  we now had t h e  VC 
propaganda l e a f l e t  p lus  something from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  

10: May I have R-1 and R-2? 

(The recorde r  handed t h e  e x h i b i t s  t o  t h e  10.) 

Q - P r i o r  t o  your i s s u i n g  t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  him 
and sometime i n  A p r i l  you had i n d i c a t e d  you had rece ived  VC 
propaganda and some information from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q- Who provided t h i s  information t o  you--to your 
headquarters  ? 

A. I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e .  I t  could have come d i r e c t l y  
from t h e  province,  2d ARVN Divis ion ,  1 1 t h  Brigade, I ' d  say 
those were t h e  most l i k e l y  sources .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  Colonel HENDERSON g iv ing  it t o  you 
o r  hand-carrying such documents t o  d i v i s i o n ?  

No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  

Q How were your i n s t r u c t i o n s  i s s u e d  t o  Colonel 
HENDERSON? 

A. I 'm  n o t  p o s i t i v e  how t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  were given 
him. Whether I gave them persona l ly  o r  whether they were 
again re layed through General YOUNG o r  perhaps it could have 
been the  ch ie f  of s t a f f  although I--more l i k e l y ,  it was e i . iher  
General YOUNG o r  myself. I t  could have been by te lephone.  

Q- Did you publ i sh  any d i v i s i o n  o r d e r  appoint ing 
anybody as  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, w e  d i d  n o t .  

Q. Something must have picked your mind or--pinched 
your mind r a t h e r  than  picked--or a t  l e a s t  aroused a degree of 
susp ic ion  i n  your mind t o  reopen t h i s  i s s u e ?  
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A. I f e l t  t h a t  i f  t h e s e  a l l e g a t i o n s  had been made t h a t  
w e  should  a t  l ea s t  have what t r a n s p i r e d  bundled up as an inves-
t i g a t i o n .  I f e l t  t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese could very  w e l l  come up 
w i t h  some new ev idence  t h a t  h a d n ' t  been a v a i l a b l e  t o  us b e f o r e .  
They have a way of having some n e t s  o u t  i n  t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  and 
whatnot  t h a t  c o u l d  come back and could have given a s t o r y  of 
what had happened. I d i d n ' t  a c c e p t  on f a c e  va lue  what w a s  i n  
t h e  VC propaganda. I t  w a s  normally blown o u t  o f  a l l  p ropor t ion .  
And I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  know whcther  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  was j u s t  
p u t t i n g  something i n  t h a t  he had picked up from t h e  VC propa-
ganda o r  what,  but I thought  t h a t  w e  should  c e r t a i n l y  have,  f o r  
purposes  of  r e t e n t i o n  i n  c a s e  something else--more ev idence  d i d  
develop,  t h e  d a t a  t h a t  we had r e s u l t e d  from o u r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q 
t h a  
k i  1 
d i s  

A s  you might r e c o l l e c t  your own thought  p rocess  a t  
t t ime ,  d i d  you e v e r  p u t  t o g e t h e r  t h e  20 some odd c i v i l i a n s  
l e d ,  t h e  r e p o r t  by t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  t h e  r e p o r t  from t h e  
t r i c t  c h i e f ,  and a l s o  t h e  VC propaganda? 

A.  The report from t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  t h e  p o r t i o n  
t h a t  I r e c e i v e d ,  c o n t a i n e d  no i n d i c a t i o n  of numbers. I cer -
t a i n l y  p u t  t o g e t h e r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  some--there had been some 
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  and a m u l t i p l i c a t i o n  by 15 t o  25 f o r  
propaganda purposes  wou ldn ' t  have been something t h a t  probably 
hadn ' t happened b e f o r e .  

Q Then 20 t o  25 c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d  was s o r t  of  
a normal t h i n g  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  an  accep ted  t h i n g ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t - - i t  w a s  n o t  accep ted  i n  any way. 
However, i f  you have  a c o n t e s t e d  a c t i o n ,  I t h i n k  20 t o  2 5  can 
b e  k i l l e d  th rough  any one of  a ,number  of means, and it is  un-
f o r t u n a t e  b u t  it i s  n o t  always avoidable .  And t h i s  is r e a l l y  
what we 'd  been runn ing  o u r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  f i n d  o u t .  

Q Genera l  KOSTER, I have h e r e  a c o n f i d e n t i a l  document, 
Report  of I n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  d a t e d  2 4  A p r i l ,  s i gned  by Colonel  
HENDERSON. I would ask t h a t  you look a t  t h i s  document and 
see i f  you have s e e n  it be fo re?  

(I0 hands ,document t o  w i t n e s s ,  ~ x h i b i tR-1.) 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir ,  I ' v e  s een  it b e f o r e .  

Q I r e f e r  you s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t h e  f i r s t  i n c l o s u r e .  

(Witness examines t h e  f i r s t  i n c l o s u r e .  ) 

Had you seen  t h i s  r e p o r t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  submiss ion 
o f  t h i s  r e p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  
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A. I'm n o t  p o s i t i v e  whether I ' d  s een  t h i s .  I f e e l  
~ ' dseen  t h i s  one. 

Q e  T h a t ' s  t h e  sccond i n c l o s u r e ,  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  of 
t h e  VC propaganda. But you d i d  s e e  both  of t h e s e  when t h e  
r e p o r t  was submi t ted ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I f  t hey  w e r e  appended t o  t h e  r e p o r t  a t  t h a t  t ime, 
I b e l i e v e  I d i d .  I d o n ' t  remember s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q When d i d  you s e e  t h i s  r e p o r t  da t ed  2 4  ~ p r i l ?  We 
have i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  it w a s  submi t ted  t o  your  headquar te rs  
on t h e  25 of A p r i l  and hand-car r ied  t o  you. 

A. I am a l i t t l e  u n c e r t a i n  whether I saw it be fo re  
I depa r t ed  on approximately 10 days i n  Hawaii o r  whether I 
saw it immediately upon my r e t u r n .  I f  I saw it, I do n o t  
b e l i e v e  I took any a c t i o n  on it b u t  tu rned  it ove r  t o  General 
YOUNG for  h i s  cons ide ra t ion .  I t  r e a l l y  is my f e e l i n g  t h a t  I 
saw it a f t e r  I came back from Hawaii,  k u t  I P m  n o t  p o s i t i v e .  

Q s  I made a s t a t emen t  b e f o r e  t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  it 
was hand-car r ied  t o  you. There w e r e  some i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  
perhaps it was hand-carr ied t o  you. There a r e  a l s o  ind ica -
t i o n s  t h a t  it had been l e f t  w i th  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f ,  and 
t h a t  he d e l i v e r e d  it t o  you. 

10: A t  t h i s  p o i n t  w e . w i l l  t a k e  a 5-minute break .  

(The h e a r i n g  r ecessed  a t  1545 hours ,  15  December 
1969.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1553 hours ,  1 5  
December 1 969 .) 

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : A l l  persons p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r ecessed  a r e  
aga in  p r e s e n t .  

I0 : Genera l  KOSTER, who else i n  your  headquar t e r s  
saw t h a t  r e p o r t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e ,  a s  a minimum, General  YOUNG and Colonel 
PASON. 

Q. Would your s t a f f  judge advocate  or have 
been p r ivy  t o  t h i s  k ind  of o p e r a t i o n a l  r e p o ~ t ?  

A. Normally speaking ,  they  would. ' 
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A. I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  whether I 'd seen  t h i s .  I f e e l  
I Id seen  ' t h i s  one. 

0- Tha t ' s  t h e  sccond i n c l o s u r e ,  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  of 
t h e  VC propaganda. But you d i d  s e e  both  of t h e s e  when t h e  
r e p o r t  was submit ted,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I f  they  w e r e  appended t o  t h e  r e p o r t  a t  t h a t  time, 
I b e l i e v e  I d id .  I d o n ' t  remember s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q When d i d  you s e e  t h i s  r e p o r t  da ted  24  Apr i l ?  We 
have i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  it was submit ted t o  your headquar ters  
on t h e  25 of A p r i l  and hand-carr ied t o  you. 

A. I am a l i t t l e  unce r t a in  whether I saw it befo re  
I depar ted  on approximately 10 days i n  Hawaii o r  whether I 
saw it immediately upon my r e t u r n .  I f  I saw it, I do no t  
b e l i e v e  I took any a c t i o n  on it b u t  turned  it over  t o  General 
YOUNG f o r  h i s  cons idera t ion .  It r e a l l y  is my f e e l i n g  t h a t  I 
saw it a f t e r  I came back from Hawaii, Eut I h  n o t  p o s i t i v e .  

Q *  I made a s ta tement  be fo re  t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  it 
was hand-carr ied t o  you. There were some i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  
perhaps it was hand-carried t o  you. There a r e  a l s o  indica-
t i o n s  t h a t  it had been l e f t  wi th  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  and 
t h a t  he d e l i v e r e d  it t o  you. 

10: A t  t h i s  p o i n t  w e . w i l l  t ake  a 5-minute break.  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1545 hours ,  15 December 
1969. ) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1553 hours ,  15 
December 1 969 .) 

The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : A l l  persons p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  recessed  a r e  
again p r e s e n t .  

I 0  : General KOSTER, who e l s e  i n  your headquar ters  
saw t h a t  r e p o r t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e ,  a s  a minimum, General  YOUNG and Colonel 
P A SON. 

Q. Would your s t a f f  judge advocate o r  your  xi: have 
been pr ivy  t o  t h i s  kind of o p e r a t i o n a l  r e p o r t ?  

A. Normally speaking, they  would. ' 
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Q Do you know whether o r  no t  they were f a m i l i a r  w 2 . a  
t h i s  document? 

A.  I d i d  n o t  d i scuss  it with them persona l ly ,  b u t  I 
don 't know. 

Q Do you cons ider  t h a t  document responsive t o  t h e  
r eques t  which had been l a i d  upon Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. K O ,  s i r .  I do not .  

Q What d i d  you do about t h a t ?  

A. ~twas a t  t h a t  t h i s  s t a g e  t h a t  I d i r e c t e d  a formal 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q. Who d i d  you d i r e c t  a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be made by? 

A. I d o n ' t  know t h a t  I s p e c i f i e d .  I a n t i c i p a t e d ,  t o  
t h e  b e s t  of my b e l i e f ,  it was t o  be made by Colonel HENDERSON. 
H e  would conceivably have a s s i s t a n c e  from d i v i s i o n .  I d o n ' t  

4 
;t

b e l i e v e  I d i r e c t e d  such. I v i s u a l i z e d  a  d i v i s i o n  o rde r  d i r e c t - ;r: 
i n g  t h i s ,  b u t  when t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  came back I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  r 
t h a t  t h e r e  had been a d i v i s i o n  order .  That was my i n t e n t .  

Q Who d i d  you i s s u e  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t o  conduct 
a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was a--again, a ques t ion  of i n s t r u c t i n g  
General YOUNG and Colonel PARSON, probably a t  the  same t i m e ,  
t h a t  this i s  what I wanted done without  f u r t h e r  e l abora t ing .  

Q Do you remember i n s t r u c t i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  e i t h e r  
General YOUNG o r  Colonel PARSON o r  both of thc:m? 8. 

A. No ques t ion  i n  my mind t h a t  I i n s t r u c t e d  one o r  
both t h a t  I wanted a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q Did you t e l l  them why you wanted a formal inves-
tigation? 

A. I know General YOUNG was very i n  agreement t h a t  
what we had h e r e  wasn ' t  what we had i n  mind when we asked f o r  
a w r i t t e n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  He s p e c i f i c a l l y  s a i d  we want s t a t e -
ments of wi tnesses ,  a l l  t hese  peoplc t h a t  HENDERSON has 
t a l k e d  t o ,  and it should be incorpora ted  i n t o  a formal 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and we wanted t h e  wicness ' testimony t h e r e  
t o  show what we had done i n  t h i s  case.  
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Q- Do you know whether o r  n o t ,  i n  f a c t ,  General  
YOUNG had seen t h a t  document? 

A. Again, t h i s  i s  one of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I seem t o  
have a  b e t t e r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of than  many of t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g s  
t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  because I seem t o  t i e  it i n  wi th  my r e t u r n  

. 	 from Hawaii. The f a c t  t h a t  we f i n a l l y  had what w e  had been 
wa i t ing  f o r ,  t h e  HENDERSON r e p o r t ;  and it d i d n ' t  amount t o  
much, and it would never do, and t h e  recommendation was t h a t  
w e  g e t  a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n ;  and I agreed  completely and 
I seem t o  f a s t e n  t h i s  wi th  General  YOUNG. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  any k ind  of a  d i s c u s s i o n  t o  con-
s i d e r  who was t o  conduct such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  Here we 
have what i s  t o  be considered an u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
t he  Report of I n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and now w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about 
another  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  a formal ized i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A. W e l l ,  I thought  some p lace - - th i s  was n o t  respons ive  
t o  what I asked f o r  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  and perhaps we l o s t  
something i n  g i v i n g  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON be-
cause he d i d n ' t  produce a l l  of t h e  d a t a  t h a t  he had ga thered  
a s  a  r e s u l t  of  h i s  i n q u i r y  t h a t  he had made i n i t i a l l y .  I 
d o n ' t  th ink- - I  v i s u a l i z e d  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON would be the  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r .  That i s  t h e  way I v i s u a l i z e d  it a t  
t h e  t ime, I b e l i e v e ,  b u t  he conceivably a s s i s t e d  i f  r equ i red .  

Q- Even though it i n  e f f e c t  i nvo lves  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
something w i t h i n  h i s  own u n i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  was an  echelon 

below him t h a t  he could i n v e s t i g a t e .  


Q. Do you r e c a l l  when you i s s u e d  these i n s t r u c t i o n s  
and by what means they  w e r e  p u t  ou t?  ' 

A.  W e l l ,  a s  I say ,  I v i s u a l i z e d  an o r d e r  a s  such,  
b u t  t h e r e  i s  noth ing  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t ' s  t h e  way they  went ou t .  
I t  was undoubtedly done v e r b a l l y .  ~t was a v e r b a l  d i r e c t i v e ,  
al though my b a s i s  f o r  say ing  t h a t  i s  I neve r  saw t h e  o r d e r .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  t h e  approximate d a t e  when you might 
have i s s u e d  such i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. I t h i n k ,  probably,  t h e  7 th  o r  8 t h  of May. 
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10: M r .  MACCRATE, do you have any ques t ions  t h a t  you 
would l i k e  t o  address  t o  General KOSTER a t  t h i s  time concern-
ing  t h i s  r e p o r t  and t h e  d i r e c t i v e  t h a t  was i s s u e d  f o r  t h e  
subsequent formal  r e p o r t ?  

MR MACCRATE: You i n d i c a t e d ,  General KOSTER, t h a t  you 
v i s u a l i z e d  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON might have a s s i s t a n c e  i n  
t h e  p repara t ion  of t h i s  formal r e p o r t .  Do you r e c a l l  any 
conversa t ion  w i t h  Colonel HENDERSON about providing a s s i s -
t ance  f o r  him? 

A. No, sir. I do no t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any response of h i s  t o  r ece iv ing
t h i s  r eques t?  E i t h e r  a response t h a t  he made t o  you when 
he heard  of t h e  r e q u e s t  o r  a response t h a t  he made t o  General 
YOUNG o r  Colonel PARSON which was i n  t u r n  re l ayed  t o  you? 

A. No, sir.  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  saying t o  him per sona l ly  t h a t  what 
you turned i n  is inadequate ,  "This i s  no t  what I wanted. This 
i s  n o t  respons ive  t o  my o r i g i n a l  d i r e c t i o n " ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether I s a i d  it t o  him o r  whether 
it was something t h a t  we d iscussed  a t  the  headquar ters ,  b u t  
t h i s ,  I ' m  f a i r l y  c e r t a i n ,  i s  what I ' v e  ( inaud ib le )  one of 
t h e s e  p laces .  General  YOUNG, a s  I r e c a l l ,  made a recommendation 
such a s  t h a t  t o  me.  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  who was t o  give Colonel HENDERSON 
the word i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know t h a t  I s p e c i f i e d  it. I b e l i e v e ,  I 
v i s u a l i z e d  it would have been a formal w r i t t e n  d i r e c t i v e  t h i s  
t ime, probably coming from t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  b u t  I suspec t  
t h a t  it d i d  n o t  go t h a t  way. 

Q But you subsequently a s c e r t a i n e d  t h a t  no such 
formal w r i t t e n  d i r e c t i o n  had been i ssued?  

A. Yes, sir .  That i s  c o r r e c t .  T o  t h e  b e s t  of my 
knowledge, I d o n ' t  ever  remember having seen it. 

Q. Now, would a r e p o r t  of t h i s  c h a r a c t e r  be logged
i n  i n  normal course when it was de l ive red  t o  your command? 

A. Unless it had been hand-carried t o  some element of 
t h e  command group, and then it should have been logged i n ,  b u t  
I c a n ' t  swear t h a t  it was. 
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Q W e l l ,  i f  it came i n  t o  some member of t h e  command 
group and came i n  a s  you were depar t ing  o r  j u s t  a f t e r  you de-
p a r t e d  and lodged temporari ly  awai t ing  your r e t u ~ nwi th in  t h e  
command group, what would be t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  procedure w i t h i n  
the  command group f o r  t h e  process ing  of such a r e p o r t ?  

A .  Normally, it would have been s t a f f e d  with t h e  
d i v i s i o n  s t a f f .  

Q And s t a f f e d  with t h e  s t a f f  i n  t h i s  case would 
inc lude  t h e  s t a f f  judge advocate and what o t h e r  elements? 

A. The i n s p e c t o r  genera l ,  probably. 

Q 0 The i n s p e c t o r  genera l?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Would such a r e p o r t  be d u p l i c a t e d  and d i s t r i b u t e d ,  
o r  would t h e  same p iece  of paper move about? 

A.  Well, probably the  way we were s e t  up t o  opera te  
over  t h e r e  it would have been t h e  same p i e c e  of paper.  

Q. And when it f i n a l l y  came t o  r e s t ,  where should 
it have gone? And t o  ask another  way, where should w e  f i n d  
t h a t  document today? 

A. I would say you should f i n d  it i n  t h e  f i l e s  of t h e  
judge advocate genera l ,  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l ,  o r  t h e  SGS o r  the  
chief  of s t a f f  . 
Q. This p a r t i c u l a r  copy t h a t  we have,  you may have 
no t i ced ,  apparent ly  comes from t h e  S 2  o f f i c e  of t h e  11th  
Brigade and n o t  from t h e  America1 headquar te r s .  

(Witness s t u d i e s  document.) 

Was t h e r e  any d i scuss ion  wi th  General  YOUNG O r  
Colonel PARSON about the  absence of  any re fe rence  t o  Chief 
Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON 's a l l e g a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

A. I have a f e e l i n g  we d iscussed  t h e  adequacy of t h e  
r e p o r t  and that--I 'm n o t  s u r e  whether it was THOMPSON'S--
whether THOMPSON'S testimony was included.  I do know t h e r e  
were a number of a v i a t o r s  whose testimony d i d  appear.  
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Q. But w e  a r e  now t a l k i n g  about t h e  24 Apr i l  r e p o r t  
and t h e r e  you w i l l  notice--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  subsequent 
r e p o r t ,  no t  t h i s  one. 

Q. I was r e f e r r i n g  t o  R-1 and t h e r e  it r e f e r s  t o  
in terv iews wi th  Lieutenant  Colonel BARKER, with t h e  t a s k  fo rce  
commander, with Major CALHOUN, with Captain -MEDINA, and with 
Captain MICHLES, b u t  t h e r e  is  no reference  i n  t h a t  t o  any 
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON, and I ' m  j u s t  
i n q u i r i n g  whether t h a t  was any p a r t  of your d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h a t  
t h i s  omit ted even a r e fe rence  t o  an in terv iew with him. 

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r ,  I ' m  s u r e  we d iscussed  t h a t .  \
Not only wasn ' t  he mentioned, b u t  the--what t h e s e  o t h e r  people 
s a i d  wasn ' t  inc luded i n  t h e  d e t a i l  which was a v a i l a b l e  o r  had (? 
been gone i n t o  a t  one time by HENDERSON i n  h i s  i n i t i a l  inqu i ry .  (l

Lf 

Q Well, t h i s  would hard ly  seem t o  be a r e p o r t  of 
t h e  i n i t i a l  r e p o r t s  t o  you, would i t ?  

A. Absolutely n o t .  T h a t ' s  why I ,  as  I s a y ,  I d o n ' t  
know whether something was l o s t  i n  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  of what I 
was looking f o r  or whether t h i s  was HENDERSON'S ve r s ion  of 
what it should look l i k e ,  but  it was t h e  reason t h a t  we de-
cided t h a t  t h i s  w a s  no t  an adequate i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and was t h e  
reason f o r  having a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  t h e  followup. 

Q Well, t h e  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  t h e  r e p o r t  i s  t h a t  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  being conducted of t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  c i t e d  
i n  inc losure  1, which i s  a s ta tement  dated 1 4  A p r i l  1968, o r  it 
may be the  VC propaganda. Which i s  i n c l o s u r e  1 and which is  
i n c l o s u r e  2 i s  n o t  c l e a r  from t h e  copy we have. Can you 
a t  t h i s  t i m e  h e l p  us i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  what t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  
c i t e d  i n  i n c l o s u r e  1 were, t h e  s u b j e c t  /of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
repor ted  upon? General PEERS po in t s  o u t  t h a t  on t h e  second 
page, inc losure  two, is  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h e  VC propaganda 
message i d e n t i f i e d  on t h e  f i r s t  and second l i n e s  of page two, 
which does s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  s ta tement  of 1 4  A p r i l  i s  t h e  f i r s t  
i n c l o s u r e .  My ques t ion  i s  whether t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  
i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h e  24 A p r i l  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  
something e n t i r e l y  subsequent t o  t h e  i n i t i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
inqu i ry  made by Colonel HENDERSON. 

A. Well, as b e s t  I r e c a l l ,  it was n o t  my i n t e n t  t h a t  
t h i s  should be l i m i t e d  t o  only some d i scuss ion  of  some VC 
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propaganda. I t  w a s  my i n t e n t  t o  document e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  
w e  had found i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  i n q u i r y  a d d r e s s i n g  as a p p r o p r i a t e  
t h e  c o n t e n t s  of  t h e  VC propaganda, b u t  t h e  VC propaganda 
l e a f l e t  and d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  s t a t e m e n t  were what caused us t o  
have t h i s  p u t  i n t o  w r i t i n g .  

Q So f a r  as you can r e c a l l ,  is  t h i s  document d a t e d  
24 A p r i l  t h e  f i rs t  r e p o r t  t h a t  you r e c e i v e d  from Colonel  
HENDERSON, t h e  f i r s t  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t .  

A. As b e s t  I can recal l ,  y e s ,  s ir .  

10: General  KOSTER, do you have any i d e a  who p repa red  
t h e  s t a t e m e n t ,  i n c l o s u r e  1, d a t e d  t h e  1 4 t h  of A p r i l ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  know. 

MR MACCRATE: And I unders tand  t h a t  yo': w e r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  
i d e n t i f y  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  t h a t  s t a t e m e n t  o f  1 4  A p r i l  i s  i n  
f a c t  t h e  i n c l o s u r e  t o  t h i s  r e p o r t  as submi t t ed  t o  you? 

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  i n  t h a t  d e t a i l .  

Q- Thi s  is one of  o u r  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  Ke are n o t  s u r e  
t h a t  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  i s  t h e  i n c l o s u r e .  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s  document as such.  I do ' 

r e c a l l  t h e  VC propaganda l e a f l e t  a s  g e n e r a l l y  what was s a i d  
i n  a propaganda l e a f l e t .  Again, n o t  t h e  s p e c i f i c s ,  neces-
s a r i l y .  

I0 : A s  you can see, what we have is a document which 
was t aken  from t h e  f i l e s  of  t h e  S2 o f f i c e  of t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade ,  
w i t h  t h e  two a t t achmen t s .  W e  can assume that  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  
a t t achmen t s ,  b u t  w e  a r e  n o t  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  a t t a c h -  
ments. I n  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  of  A p r i l  1 4 ,  you w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  it 
s a y s  i n  t h e  hamle ts  of  Tu Cung and Co Lay. Do you have any 
i d e a  what t h o s e  a r e ?  

A. No, s ir .  Not j u s t  o f fhand .  I would assume t h a t  
t hey  are o t h e r  names f o r  some of  t h e s e  v i l l a g e s ,  b u t  I am not-- 

--- - C :". 
Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you r e c a l l  e v e r  hav ing  t h i s  
m a t t e r  checked by p rov ince  o r  a t  d i s t r i c t  or having  it checked 
by S2 o r  t h e  G2 o r  t h e  G 3  shop of your  d i v i s i o n ?  
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A. N o ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  ever--as I s a y ,  I d o n ' t  
ever recall  r e a l l y  s e e i n g  t h i s  document. 

Q Tu Cung i s  t h e  VC name f o r  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  Co Lay--
t h e r e  is a Co Luy sou th  of t h e  Song Tra  Khuc River  about 
where you see t h e  word "junk base"  w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  mouth of  
t h e  r i v e r .  Tha t ,  however, i s  o u t s i d e  t h e  a r e a  of o p e r a t i o n s .  
However, t o  t h e  n o r t h  of t h e r e  you r e c a l l  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  I 
had i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  B / 4 / 3  had passed  th rough ,  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  
v i l l a g e s ,  Co Lay (1)  , Co Lay ( 2 ) ,  Co Lay (3), which conceivably,  
w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of  t h e  one l e t t e r ,  could be  t h e  a r e a  re-
f e r r e d  t o .  I t  i m p l i e s  t h a t  400 c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  a t  Tu 
Cung, and t h e n  moving t o  Co Lay hamlet  a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  an 
a d d i t i o n a l  9 0 c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d .  

A. I t h i n k  t h e  mere f i g u r e s  h e r e  would cause one 
t o  q u e s t i o n  t h i s ,  because from r e p o r t s  t h a t  I have had on 
prev ious  o p e r a t i o n s  t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  t h a t  many c i v i l i a n s  i n  any 
of t h e s e  l o c a l e s ,  from what I g a t h e r .  

Q Perhaps  n o t  from t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai  ( 4 )  i t s e l f ,  
b u t  from t h e  sur rounding  a r e a s .  W e  have i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  
q u i t e  a l a r g e  and s i z e a b l e  body s t r e t c h e d  ove r  a long d i s t a n c e  
w a s  moving down t h e  road ,  Highway 521, from t h e  a r e a  a l i t t l e  
n o r t h e a s t  of My L a i  ( 4 )  and moving southwest  toward Quang 
Ngai C i ty .  We have had d e s c r i p t i o n s  of anywhere from 200 t o  
something i n  excess  of 400. 

9 

A.  C i v i l i a n  pe r sonne l?  

Q Y e s .  T h i s  i s  a l s o  one of t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g s  r e p o r t e d
by Colonel  HENDERSON when he  f lew ove r  t h e  a r e a .  One of t h e  
f i r s t  t h i n g s  t h a t  he  n o t i c e d  was a l a r g e  group of  c i v i l i a n s  
moving down t h e  road  very o r d e r l y .  

A.  But from n o r t h  t o  sou th  i n t o  My Lai  a s  opposed to--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  M r .  MACCRATE and M r .  WEST can 
conf i rm t h i s .  Here i s  Highway 521 ( p o i n t i n g  t o  map) . The 
v i l l a g e  of  My L a i  ( 4 )  i s  j u s t  about  200 t o  300 me te r s ,  roughly,  
n o r t h  of +he road. Genera l ly ,  from t h i s  a r e a  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  
down h e r e  t hey  had moved on to  t h e  road and were moving I n  a 
sou thwes t e r ly  d i r e c t i o n .  

A .  I unders tood t h a t  t h e r e  was c o n s i d e r a b l e  c i v i l i a n  
t r a f f i c  on t h i s  road.  I t  w a s  n o t  coming i n t o  My L a i  b u t  from 
t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a  and e x i t i n g  on o u t .  

I0: Okay, t h a t  i s  generax ly  t h e  way I v i s u a l i z e d  it. I 
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Do you have any ques t ions ,  M r .  WEST? I ' v e  g o t  a 
f e w  more. I want t o  come back t o  a couple of o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  
General KOSTER. I have a couple of documents I would l i k e  
t o  r e f e r  t o  you t o  s e e  i f  you had seen them. One is a com-
b a t  a c t i o n  r e p o r t ,  28 March, from Task Force Barker.  

A. Yes, s ir .  I have seen  it s i n c e  the  cr iminal  
i n v e s t i g a t o r s  came and gave me a copy of it. 

Q. Had a copy of t h i s  r e p o r t  been d e l i v e r e d  t o  
your headquar ters  ? 

A. I d o n ' t  know t h a t  t h i s  r e p o r t  a s  such was eve r  
brought t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  I would say as a m a t t e r  of r o u t i n e  
t h i s  type of a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  was not .  The contents  of it 
would have been brought o u t  i n  b r i e f i n g s ,  g e n e r a l l y  speaking. 
Any recommendations would have been developed by t h e  s t a f f  and 
an appropr ia t e  recommendation would have been made. 

Q- I c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  th,paragraph j u s t  be fo re  
the  one you were d i r e c t i n g  yourse i f  t o  on t h e  prcvious page. 

(Witness s t u d i e s  r e p o r t . )  

You w i l l  n o t i c e  i n  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  which, I b e l i e v e ,  
begin on t h e  previous page, t h a t  t h e r e  is  no mention made 
concerning c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h i s  i s  what prompted my telephone c a l l s  
t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  c h i e f .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  you i s s u e d  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  
have such a r e p o r t  prepared? 

A. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  I d i d  n o t  i s s u e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  have 
a r e p o r t  like t h i s  prepared,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge. 

Q Are you aware of anybody e l s e  i n  your headquar ters  
who may have i s s u e d  such i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. I t  I s  conceivable  t h a t  t h e r e  were s t andard  opera t ing  
procedures ,  SOP I s ,  which requ i red  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  which 
would have come from t h e  headquar ters .  

Q- I c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  now t o  t h i s  paragraph 2 
where it c i t e s  t h e  pe r iod  covered by t h i s  r e p o r t .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  
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Q ~ e c o g n i z i n gt h a t  t h i s  opera t ion  went on f o r  a l l  
t h r e e  companies involved i n  it f o r  3 days and the o t h e r  
companies s t ayed  i n  f o r  maybe a day o r  2 longer ,  would it 
be normal t o  prepare  a r e p o r t  on j u s t  one p a r t  of an opera-
t i o n  such as t h i s ?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  although t h i s  r e p o r t  i s  
addressed t o  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  11th  Brigade, 
nobody i n  br igade--at  l e a s t  t h e  ones t h a t  we have t a l k e d  t o  
thus  f a r - - r eca l l ed  eve r  having seen the document. 

A. Was this--where was it loca ted ,  s i r ?  

Q. I ' m  not s u r e .  I have a l s o  he re ,  General KOSTER, 
a l e t t e r  da ted  28  March from a Lieutenant  Tan, d i s t r i c t  
ch ie f  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  t o  t h e  Quang Ngai Province c h i e f .  
This i s  t h e  English t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h e  Vietnamese ve r s ion  
which i s  a t t ached  t o  it. I ask i f  you have ever  seen t h a t  one? 

A. (Witness s tudying  document) No, s i r ,  n o t  t o  
t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge. 

Q Now, General KOSTER, we have e s t a b l i s h e d  from 
your testimony t h a t  you had d i r e c t e d  a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
be conducted. Who conducted t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and when was 
it submitted t o  your headquarters?  

A. I considered i t  Colonel HENDERSON'S i nves t iga -
t i o n .  However, a s  it turned o u t ,  he had designated Colonel 
BARKER, a s  I r e c a l l ,  t o  do much of it; and t h i s  may be another  
p o i n t  t h a t  we d i d  mention when I mentioned t o  him a second 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and he served--the BARKER i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  The 
b e s t  I r e c a l l ,  it was reques ted  7 ,  8 May; it was rece ived  
probably a week l a t e r .  I) 

Q Maybe along t h e  15th  o r  20th o r  thereabouts?  

A. Yes, something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. What d i d  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  look l i k e ?  

A. I t  had numerous inc losures  which were s ta tements  
by platoon l e a d e r s ,  p la toon s e r g e a n t s ,  company commanders, 
some a v i a t o r s .  
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a* Do you r e c a l l  any of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  provided 
s igned s ta tements?  

A. Viell, I think--I  was q u i t e  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  it included 
the  company commanders, t h e  platoon l e a d e r s ,  some platoon ser-
geants .  

Q s  
 Do you know them by name? 

A. No, sir ,  o t h e r  than  t h e  company commanders. I 
remember t h e r e  was one from MEDINA and a t  t h a t  s t a g e  was t h e  
only name t h a t  I knew. 

Q- Was t h e r e  a s ta tement  t h e r e  from Lieutenant  CALLEY? 

A. I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e .  

Q. Was t h e r e  a s ta tement  t h e r e  from Warrant O f f i c e r  
THOMPSON? 

A. I am n o t  s u r e  t h a t  I knew THOMPSON by name a t  t h a t  
time. There were s ta tements  from a v i a t o r s .  
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a - Could t h e s e  have been t h e  a v i a t o r s  t h a t  p a r t i c i -
pa ted  i n  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  as  compared t o  t h e  a v i a t o r s  who 
were a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  aero-scout u n i t s ?  

A.  Again,. I was r a t h e r  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e r e  was a s t a t e -
ment by Major WATKE t h e r e .  I t  seems t o  me t h a t  t h e r e  was one 
t h e r e .  I can '  t say  p o s i t i v e l y ,  b u t  it seems t o  m e  t h a t  t h a t  
was one of t h e  names. 

Q How many pages,  a s i d e  from the  testimony, i n  
terms of s igned s ta tements  and s o  on, the  r e p o r t  proper ,  
do you r e c a l l  about hox many pages t h i s  e n t a i l e d ?  

A. No, sir.  I do not .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  t he  bulk of it 
cons i s t ed  of s ta tements .  

Q- What w a s  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  con ten t s  of t h e  
body of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h e  f ind ings  and t h e  recommendation? 

A.  I t  g e n e r a l l y  agreed wi th  the  conclusions t h a t  
Colonel HENDERSON had determined from h i s  previous i n q u i r y ,  
that t h e r e  had n o t  been excessive f i r i n g  causing undue cas-
u a l t i e s  t o  noncombatants. 

Q Did t h i s  r e p o r t  c i t e  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  o r  a l l ega -
t i o n s  which may have been made by Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge t h e r e  was no indica-
t i o n  t h a t  we were dea l ing  with more than  t h e  number of c i -
v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  had been ind ica ted  a l l  along. 

How was t h i s  r e p o r t  de l ive red  t o  you? Let  m eV C 

s t a t e  another  p o i n t  f i r s t .  What d i d  Colonel HENDERSON'S 
endorsement t o  t h e  document s t a t e ?  

A. A s  b e s t  I r e c a l l  he i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he agreed wi th  
t h e  conclusions and recommendations. 

Q- How w a s  t h i s  r e p o r t  de l ive red  t o  you? 

A .  I'm n o t  p o s i t i v e ,  I d o n ' t  know, sir .  Colonel 
HENDERSON might have de l ive red  it personal ly--possibly.  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  having d iscussed  it wi th  Colonel 
HENDERSON? 

A. Not a t  time of de l ive ry ,  no, s ir .  
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Q O r  any time w i t h i n  t h a t  t ime frame, General 
KOSTER? 

A. I f e e l  t h a t  T probably d i d ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  conversat ion.  

Q Did you d i scuss  t h i s  r e p o r t  wi th  anybody e l s e  
o r  d i d  you show t h e  r e p o r t  t o  anybody e l s e ?  

A .  Yes, s i r .  General YOUNG an3 Colonel PARSON, 
I ' m  s u r e ,  r ead  i t  and looked a t '  L t .  

Q What were t h e i r  comments? 

A. A s  I r e c a l l  it was t h e  consensus of our  opinion 
t h a t  t h i s  was s u f f i c i e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  f o r  t h e  t i m e  be ing  
unless  something was f u r t h e r  developed and provided by t h e  
Vietnamese. 

Q Is t h i s  t o  say then  t h a t  kn your  view a t  t h a t  
t ime t h e  r e p o r t  as rendered t o  you w a s  acceptable?  

A. I recognized t h a t  t h i s  had no t  been c a r r i e d  o u t  
q u i t e  t h e  way I had v i s u a l i z e d  it. I t  had produced t h e  
s ta tements  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  I thcught  it was impor-
t a n t  t o  have f i l e d  away and kep t ,  and having plowed t h i s  
ground t h e  way we had, I thought t h a t  t h e r e  wasn ' t  a requi re-
ment t o  go any f u r t h e r  based upon t h e  informat ion .  

Q *  Was t h i s  r e p o r t  t o  your knowledge logged i n  t o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n ?  

! 

Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q *  Would it have been a normal p r a c t i c e  f o r  it t o  
have been logged i n  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. I t  would have i f  it came up through t h e  message 
cen te r s .  I f  it was hand-delivered, n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  so.  

Q Well, even i f  it was hand-del ivered,  would it n o t  
be en te red  somewhere i n  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f ' s  log  o r  someplace 
where it could be a mat t e r  of o f f i c i a l  record?  

A. This  would have been normal p r a c t i c e .  

Q- Did you forward a copy of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  
h igher  headquar ters?  ~. 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, I d i d  n o t .  
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Q Do you know where t h e  f i r s t  copy of t h e  r e p o r t  
of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was f i l e d ?  

A. NO,  sir. I don ' t .  

9- Do you know how many copies  it was submit ted i n ?  

A. No, s ir .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, I saw the 
o r i g i n a l .  

Q From your knowledge of t h e  contents  of t h a t  inves-
t i g a t i o n ,  where should it have been f i l e d ?  

A. I say it should have been f i l e d  i n  e i t h e r  t h e  
judge advocate 's  o f f i c e ,  t h e  inspec to r  genera l ,  o r  conceivably 
w i t h i n  t h e  command echelon s o  that they could keep t r a c k  of it. 

Q Could it have been f i l e d  i n  your own s a f e ?  

A. No. I d o n ' t  t h ink  I had a s a f e  a s  such. 

CT. I n  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  chief  of s t a f f ?  

A*.  Yes, d e f i n i t e l y  t h e r e .  

Q - Could it have been conceivably f i l e d  wi th in  the 
f i l e s  of t h e  G5 s e c t i o n ?  

A. I guess it could have been. 

Q To d a t e  we have n o t  been a b l e  t o  l o c a t e  a copy of 
t h a t  r epor t ;  and it i s  h ighly  important t h a t  we l o c a t e  it. 
Would you have any a d d i t i o n a l  suggest ions a s  t o  where w e  
might look t o  f i n d  e i t h e r  t h e  r e p o r t  i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  form, some 
of t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  cop ies ,  o r  e n t r i e s  i n  t h e  log  t o  i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  such a r e p o r t  had been submitted? 

A. Colonel PARSON would be t h e  b e s t  con tac t .  I ' m  s u r e  
he I s  t h e  one--when it l e f t  my o f f i c e ,  he had it i n  h i s  hand. 

10: M r .  WEST? M r .  MACCRATE? 

MR MACCRATE: You he ld  up your hands t o  i n d i c a t e  perhaps t h e  
phys ica l  s i z e  of t h i s  r e p o r t .  

A. N o ,  sir.  I d i d n ' t  mean t o  do t h a t .  
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Q- I was n o t  c l e a r  t h a t  you were a c t u a l l y  measuring
i ts  dimensions. 

A. I was speaking with my hands,  I guess.  I would 
say it would have been a document o f ,  with t h e  t e s t imonies ,  
of a t  l e a s t  2 0 ,  25  pages. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  anything e l s e  a s  t o  i t s  phys ica l  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ?  Bom;d on the  s i d e  o r  top? The use of any 
unusual b inding  o r  handl ing i n  any way? The markings upon 
it f o r  s p e c i a l  handling? 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  remember anything of t h a t  type.  
I ' m  s u r e  it was a sheaf of papers ,  probably wi th  a c l i p  a t  t h e  
top. 

Q. Now, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you f e i t  t h a t  Colonel 
HENDERSON w a s  an appropr ia t e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  s i n c e  he 
was one s t e p  removed a t  t h e  br igade  l e v e l  from those who 
'were a c t u a l l y  involved i n  t h i s  opera t ion .  Now, when t h i s  
r e p o r t  came t o  you and you found t h a t  r a t h e r  than being t h e  
work of Colonel HENDERSON it was t h e  work of Lieutenant  
Colonel BARKER, d i d  you r a i s e  any ques t ion  o r  chal lenge t o  
dropping t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  down r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  u n i t  being 
i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  i n  e f f e c t ?  

A. I f e e l  I d iscussed  t h i s  with General  YOUNG and 
Colonel PARSON and evidenced disappointment t h a t  t h i s  i s  
t h e  way it had come about ,  b u t  having t h e  testimony i n  t h e r e  
I d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  it warranted going through it again.  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any s t a f f i n g  of t h i s  r e p o r t  when 
it came i n ?  Any comments from t h e  s t i ; f f  judge advocate o r  
from t h e  i n s p e c t o r  genera l?  

A. I f e l t  t h a t  we had asked for--we had go t t en  
t h e i r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  b u t  I am n o t  p o s i t i v e .  I do no t  r e c a l l  
any r e a c t i o n s  from them. 

Q b  My p r i o r  ques t ion  d id  assume t h a t  Colonel BARKER 
was t h e  auchor of t h i s  r e p o r t .  Now, a c t u a l l y ,  whi le  we have 
had some testimony t o  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  i n  t h e  absence of t h e  
r e p o r t ,  we do n o t  have anything be fo re  us t h a t  c l e a r l y  f i x e s  
t h a t ,  b u t  I t h i n k  t h a t  you e a r l i e r  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h i s  was 
your r e c o l l e c t i o n .  Now, i s  t h e r e  anything i n  your r eco l l ec -
t i o n  t h a t  he lps  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  it was Colonel BARKER who 
prepared t h e  r e p o r t  r a t h e r  than Colonel HENDERSON o r  some-
one e l s e ?  
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A. No. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  it was somebody else. 
I had a f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h i s  was probably a--I regarded it a s  a 
HENDERSON r e p o r t ,  r e a l l y .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  a t  what s t a g e  of t h e  
game I became aware t h a t  BARKER had done t h e  bulk  of t h e  ex-
aminations.  

Q Is t h i s  i n  your mind, today, something t h a t  you 
can r e l a t e  back t o  even t s  i n  1968, o r  i s  t h i s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
of BARKER a s  t h e  au thor  of t h e  r e p o r t  something t h a t  may have 
sprung from your  r e c e n t  conversa t ions  wi th  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. W e l l ,  I th ink  my c u r r e n t  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  it does 
s p r i n g  from e i t h e r  a d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  him o r  wi th  t h e  c r i m i n a l  
i n v e s t i g a t o r s .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

(r But s o  f a r  as your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  event ,  is  
i t  t h a t  t h e  sugges t ion  has  r e c e n t l y  been made t o  you and you 
r e c a l l e d  something from t h e  p a s t  t h a t  i d e n t i f i e d  it wi th  
BARKER, o r  i s  your  p r e s e n t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  no more than  what Y 
people  have r e c e n t l y  s a i d  t o  you? I a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  i s  a (. 
p r e t t y  hard  ques t ion .  b 

'1 

A. That i s  p r e t t y  ha rd  t o  s o r t  ou t .  

Q I unders tand.  

A.  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  having been reminded of it, it 
does r e l a t e  t o  t h e  c i rcumstances ,  i n  t h a t  BARKER d i d  much 
of  t h e  examinations.  

Q - And t h a t  you w e r e  aware of t h a t  i n  May 1968? 

A. When it came up t o  m e  I was aware of  it f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  t i m e ,  b u t  i t ' s  very d i f f i c u l t  f o r  m e  t o  say  e x a c t l y  
how t h i s  d i d  develop.  

10: There have been some i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  conceiv-
ably  a f t e r  Colonel HENDERSON r epor t ed  t o  you, General  KOSTER, 
on about t h e  20th of  March t h a t  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  was sub-
m i t t e d  p u t t i n g  i n  w r i t i n g  those  t h i n g s  which had been re-
por t ed  t o  you o r a l l y  on about t h e  20th of March. There a r e  
sonle i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  such a paper may have been d e l i v e r e d  
t o  you o r  t o  t h e  headquar te rs  of t h e  America1 Div i s ion  
about t h e  end of t h e  f i r s t  week of A p r i l  o r  t he reabou t s .  
Do you have any knowledge of such a paper? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I do n o t  recall .  
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9- I n  your previous testimony you'd i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
you had t a l k e d  wi th  some r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of ARVN and poss i -  
b ly  t h e  GVN. Would you r e l a t e  your d i scuss ions  with these  
i n d i v i d u a l s  and a l s o  give an approximation of t h e  da tes  t h a t  
you spoke t o  them and, t o  the  b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  the  
exchange of conversat ion with them? 

A. W e l l ,  it was a f t e r  I had rece ived  t h e  f i n a l  re -  
p o r t  o r  t h e  second w r i t t e n  r e p o r t , .  as  I c a l l  it. I went t o  
the province c h i e f .  I wanted t o  be s u r e  t h a t  he was aware 
of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and t h a t  we had i n v e s t i g a t e d  it. That our 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  h a d n ' t  revea led  wrongdoing. That I wanted t o  
s e e  i f  he had f u r t h e r  information;  i f  he f e l t  t h a t  f u r t h e r  
information would be developed; i f  he had any f e e l i n g  one 
way o r  another  a s  t o  whether such an event  could have taken 
p lace  a s  a l l e g e d  i n  t h e  VC propaganda and whatever e l s e  I 
might have seen,  and as  1 r e c a l l , .  I had a nega t ive  response 
from Colonel K H I E N ,  who i n d i c a t e d  he took no stoclc i n  t h e  
m a t e r i a l  t h a t  had forwarded from t h e  v i l l a g e  ch ie f  t o  the  
d i s t r i c t  and then  i n  t u r n  t o  him. 

Q. Did he exp la in  why he took no s t o c k  i n  t h e  s t a t e -
ment coming from t h e  v i l l a g e  chief  of Son My? 

A. Probably,  s i n c e  t h e  v i l l a g e  ch ie f  was--he f e l t  
t h a t  t h i s  emanated from t h e  Vie t  Cong, n o t  from anybody 
who was f r i e n d l y  t o  him. 

Q. Do you know where t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  was a t  t h a t  
time? 

A. The v i l l a g e  ch ie f  probably was n o t  i n  h i s  v i l l a g e .  
He probably was along Highway 1 soniewliere, and t h e  v i i l a g e  
chief  probably w a s  r e i t e r a t i n g  informat ion  t h a t  had been re-
l a t e d  t o  him from VC sources .  I c a n ' t  say t h a t  t h i s  i s  posi-
t i v e l y  t h e  way Colonei K H I E N  explained it b u t  it was the  g i s t  
of what I had ga thered  from him. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  he f e l t  
t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  chief  had been near  h i s  v i l l a g e .  

MR MACCRATE: This was i n  t h e  second h a l f  of May as you 
would p l a c e  i t ?  

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  it was i n  t h e  middle of May, yes ,  
a f t e r  I had rece ived  t h e  f i n a l  r e p o r t .  
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10: I t  was d e f i n i t e l y  a f t e r  you rece ived  t h e  f i n a l  
r e p o r t ?  

A.  Yes, s i r .  I went t o  Colonel TOAN. He dismissed 
it very abrup t ly  as pure propaganda coming frolii t h a t  a rea .  
I a m  reasonably s u r e  t h a t  I mentioned it to--sometime during 
t h e  course of a l l  t h i s  t o  General LAM. General LAM was i n  
and out  of t h e  a r e a  many t imes.  I saw him and he was prob-
ably acquainted with t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s .  This type of th ing ,  
propaganda, was provided up through h i s  headquar ters ,  and 
I i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  we had made an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of these  t h i n g s ,  
an3 wondered again i f  he f e l t  t h e r e  would be any f u r t h e r  
development of information t h a t  would c o n t r i b u t e  t o  f u r t h e r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  

Q When you t a l k e d  t o  Colonel TOAN, was h i s  U .S . 
s e n i o r  advisor  wi th  him? 

A. Normally he was when I t a l k e d  t o  him, yes ,  s ir .  c 
Cm: 

Q Who was h i s  s e n i o r  adv i so r  a t  t h a t  time? 

A.  Colonel ULSAKER had l e f t  and t h e r e  was a new 
colonel  who came i n ,  and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name r i g h t  now. 

Q ULSAKER had been t h e r e ?  

A. ULSAKER had been t h e r e  and I ' m  reasonably s u r e  
t h a t  he had gone by t h a t  time and t h e r e  was a new s e n i o r  
advisor  whose name I do n o t  r e c a l l  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

Q When you t a l k e d  t o  Lieutenant  Co1o:;el K H I E N ,  t h e  
prcwince c h i e f ,  was t h e  province s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  t h e r e ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  t h a t  I r e c a l l  Colonel G U I N N  was the re .  

Q The deputy province s e n i o r  advisor  then ,  o r  per-
haps he was acting--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, M r .  MAY was n o t  t h e r e .  M r .  
M i  was s t i l l  around. I th ink  he l e f t  some time i n  t h e r e ,  
b u t  Colonel G U I N N  I th ink  was t h e r e .  

Q We haven' t a c t u a l l y  f ixed  it whether M r .  MAY was 
t h e r e ;  whether t h e  new c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  came i n  t h e r e  were--
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A. ( In te rpos ing)  There was a t r a n s i t i o n ,  bu t  it 
seemed t o  me t h a t  Colonel G U I N N  was t h e r e .  

Q - H e  may i n  f a c t  have been t h e  a c t i n g  province
s e n i o r  advisor .  But t o  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  he was p resen t  
during t h e  d i scuss ions?  

A. Somebody was i n  t h e r e  with me. I w a s  n o t  i n  wi th  
Colonel K H I E N  a lone  and never t a l k e d  t o  him a lone ,  t o  t h e  
b e s t  of my knowledge. 

Q - Did you e v e r  by chance t a l k  t o  t h e  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t  c h i e f ?  

A. NO,  s i r .  

Q. O r  h i s  advisor  who was then Lieutenant  Colonel 
GAVIN? 

A. No, '  sir.  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge I d id  no t .  

Q General  KOSTER, I have h e r e  Regulation 525-4, 
Headquarters,  Americal Divis ion,  da ted  16 March, s u b j e c t  : 
"Combat Operat ions,  " and i n  lower case l e t t e r s ,  "Rules of 
Engagement" (Exh ib i t  D-4) . 
A. Yes, s ir .  I ' m  f a m i l i a r  with it. 

Q - I show t h a t  document t o  you. You a r e  far?',iliar 
wi th  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q I t  i s  q u i t e  a coincidence t h a t  t h i s  document 
happened t o  be publ ished on t h e  same d a t e  as t h i s  opera t ion .  
Was t h e r e  eve r  any d i scuss ion  concerning t h i s  document w i t h  
your commanders o r  t h e  contents  of t h i s  document p r i o r  t o  
pub l i ca t ion?  

A. I d iscussed  almost every a s p e c t  i n  t h i s  document 
wi th  my commanders a t  some time o r  another ,  and we had pu t  
t h i s  document out  i n  d r a f t  form f o r  t h e i r  guidance pending 
formal p u b l i c a t i o n .  Also, wi th in  the  d i v i s i o n  was t h e  Task 
Force Oregon, "Rules of Engagement" which were s t i l l  i n  e f f e c t ,  
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t ,  t h e  11th Brigade s p e c i f i c a l l y  had been 
provided r u l e s  of engagement while  they were s t i l l  i n  Hawaii 
f o r  use i n  developing t h e i r  own b r igade  r u l e s  of engagement, 
and I t h i n k  both t h e  Task Force Oregon and t h e  d r a f t  Americal 
ones had been provided t o  them. 
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Q So t h e r e  was no ques t ion  i n  your mind b u t  what 
a t  l e a s t  t h e  br igade  headquarters  was aware of t h e  i n t e n t  
of your headquarters  on o r  p r i o r  t o  t h e  16th  of March? 

A. I ' m  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  they  were aware of i t - - the  
i n t e n t  of t h e  headquar ters .  

Q. I have a l s o  here  a document, Headquarters,
Americal ~ i v i s i o n ,da ted  24 March 1968, s u b j e c t :  "The Safe-
guarding of Noncombatants, " addressed t o  a l l  commanders and 
s igned by you as t h e  commanding genera l  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  
(Exhibi t  M-9). Are you f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h a t ?  

A. I am. 

Q. Would you i n d i c a t e  what prompted you t o  i s s u e  
t h a t  document? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it w a s  probably as a r e s u l t  of t h e  
My L a i ( 4 )  opera t ion  which r e s u l t e d  i n  what I thought  t o  
be something i n  t h e  o r d e r  of 20 c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s .  

Cl Did you cons ider  t h i s  an ord inary  America1 
~ i v i s i o ns t a f f  memo, o r  was t h i s  a l e t t e r  from you s p e c i f i -
c a l l y  addressed t o  your coinmanders a s  a ma t t e r  f o r  t h e i r  
personal  a t t e n t i o n ?  

A .  Well, I f e l t  t h a t  was something t h a t  would 
be regarded by commanders a s  a s u b j e c t  t h a t  c o n t i n u a l l y  
requi red  emphasis and t h a t  it would go from them r i g h t  on 
down t h e  chain of command t o  t h e  man with t h e  r i f l e .  

Q. General KOSTER, e a r l y  i n  your testimony today,  
I asked you of your po l i cy  w i t h i n  t h e  Americal Divis ion 
f o r  t h e  burning of  v i l l a g e s  and hamlets.  How was t h i s  
pol icy  e s t a b l i s h e d ?  How was it disseminated? 

A .  It was included wi th in  o u r  r u l e s  of  engagement. 
I t  was a l s o  a s u b j e c t  of--

Q e  ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Which r u l e s  of  engagement? 
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A. I know it was i n  t h e  r u l e s  of  engagement of 
t h e  America1 Div i s ion  h e r e ,  pub l i shed  t h e  1 6 t h  and a l s o  
p u t  o u t  i n  d r a f t  form. I ' m  r a t h e r  c e r t a i n  t h a t  it w a s  
i nc luded  i n  o t h e r  w r i t t e n  communications o r  e l e c t r i c a l l y  
t r a n s m i t t e d  communications t o  commands. I know p e r s o n a l l y  
a t  one meet ing where I had a l l  commanders i n ,  I made q u i t e  
a p o i n t  of t h e  bu rn ing  of b u i l d i n g s  based upon t h e  burn ing  
of a b u i l d i n g  o r  two i n  ano the r  a r e a .  

P r i o r  t o  16 March? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. Thi s  was i n  January  or l a t e  February,  
probably January .  

Q Would Colonel  HENDERSON have a t t e n d e d  t h a t  
b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  whether  Colonel  HENDERSON was 
t h e r e .  Genera l  LIPSCOMB was c e r t a i n l y  i n  a t t endance .  He 
f r e q u e n t l y  b r ~ - u g h tColonel  HENDERSON o r  b rought  a  s t a f f  
member w i t h  him. Normally t h e  S 3 ' s  came t o  t h e s e  w i t h  t h e  
b r i g a d e  commanders. 

Q What were your requi rements?  

A. Except f o r  t h e  base  a r e a ,  it w a s  t h e  h e a t  of t h e  
b a t t l e  o r  approva l  of  one of t h e  t h r e e  g e n e r a l s  i n  d i v i s i o n .  

Q e  Before  a  v i l l a g e  o r  hamle t  was burned it would--
shou ld  have had t h e  approva l  o f  you o r  one of your  assis-
t a n t s ?  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

MR MACCRATE: The communication t h a t  you have b e f o r e  you,  
General  KOSTER, 24  March 1968, i s  I b e l i e v e  s igned  by you 
p e r s o n a l l y ?  

A - Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Is t h i s  a form of communication t h a t  you re -
s o r t e d  t o  f r e q u e n t l y  o r  o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  o r  d i d  most communi-
c a t i o n s  from your  command come o u t  s i g n e d  on your  beha l f  
by t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f  o r  someone e l s e  r a t h e r  t h a n  by you 
p e r s o n a l l y ?  

A. D i r e c t i v e s  of t h i s  n a t u r e  t h a t  I a t t a c h e d  s i g n i -
f i c a n t  importance t o  normally came o u t  o v e r  my s i g n a t u r e .  
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But I would say I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  was--I d i d n ' t  normally s i g n  
a l l  memos going o u t ,  b u t  i t e m s  where I d i d  a t t a c h  g r e a t  i m -
portance t o  them would have gone ou t  over  my s i g n a t u r e .  

Q This w a s  a way i n  your p r a c t i c e  of emphasizing 
t h e  importance t h a t  you a t t ached  t o  communications? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  when you spcke with Colonel TOAN 
any re fe rence  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON had a l s o  
v i s i t e d  him i n  connect ion with t h i s  mat ter  a t  sometime? 

A. I d o n ' t  know whether it came up i n  my d i scuss ion  
wi th  COLONEL TOAN, b u t  I must say I had t h i s  impression t h a t  
HENDERSON had t a l k e d  wi th  him about it, yes ,  sir. 

Q Well, i n  going both t o  Colonel TOAN and t o  Lieutenant  
Colonel K H I E N  w e r e  you aware t h a t  you were r e t u r n i n g  t o  
o f f i c i a l s  t h a t  ha6 a l ready  been v i s i t e d  by Colonel HENDERSON 
i n  connection wi th  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir,  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q I t  was dur ing  t h i s  pe r iod  of A p r i l  1968 t h a t  Task 
Force Barker was disbanded, was i t  no t?  

A. Yes, sir. A s  I r e c a l l  it was i n  Apr i l .  They re-
ceived t h e i r  f o u r t h  b a t t a l i o n  i n  t h e  11th  Brigade, and t h i s  
b a t t a l i o n  a r r i v e d  about t h e  f i r s t  week of Apr i l .  I t  requ i red  
an i n i t i a l  t r a i n i n g  pe r iod ,  a l i t t l e  break i n ,  i n  a small  area 
of  opera t ion ,  and then  they took--were capable of t ak ing  
over  t h e i r  own a r e a  of opera t ions ,  and t h a t  negated t h e  re-
quirement t o  have a s e p a r a t e  t a s k  fo rce  a s  such. 

Q • Were t h e r e  any cons ide ra t ions  o t h e r  than t a c t i c a l  
and t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h i s  a d d i t i o n a l  complement t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e  
disbanding of Task Force Barker? 

A. None t h a t  would r e l a t e  t o  t h e  a c t i o n  t h a t  we 
have under d i scuss ion .  There were many d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  
maintaining a t a s k  f o r c e  l i k e  t h i s  where the  companies w e r e  
s epa ra ted  from t h e i r  own b a t t a l i o n s ,  and i t  was a s i t u a t i o n  
t h a t  I wanted t o  e l imina te  as soon a s  we had adequate fo rces  
t o  cover our  a rea .  
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a .  Within your cmmand what was t h e  p r a c t i c e  with 
r e s p e c t  t o  sending commendations o r  congra tu la tory  messages 
t o  u n i t s  ope ra t ing  wi th in  your command? 

A. We d i d  t h i s  occas iona l ly ,  when a u n i t  appeared 
t o  have had a s u c c e s s f u l  ope ra t ion ,  few U.  S.  c a s u a l t i e s ,  high 
enemy c a s u a l t i e s ,  o r  an a c t i o n  of t h i s  type .  It was--this 
was genera l ly  p r a c t i c e d  throughout Vietnam I Id say. 

Q. Where would such a  congra tu la tory  message o r i -
g i n a t e  w i t h i n  your command? 

A. It would normally have been proposed by t h e  
opera t ions  personnel  unless  it was something t h a t  one of t h e  
command groups s a i d :  "This i s  g r e a t  and I want t o  send a 
message o u t . "  

Q. We have had marked a s  Exh ib i t  M - 7 ,  a  congra tu la tory
memorandum wi th  r e spec t  t o  t h i s  opera t ion  on 1 6  March 
which is  da ted  19 March, .and I wondered i f  you had any re-
c o l l e c t i o n  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  immediate circumstances under 
which t h a t  message came t o  be s e n t ?  

A. I would say t h a t  t h i s  apparent ly  was a r e s u l t  of 
a message s e n t  t o  us from General WESTMOmLAND. It was our  
normal p r a c t i c e  t h a t  when we rece ived  messages .from General 
WESTMORELAND o r  General CUSHMAN t h a t  we would i n  t u r n  pass  it 
on down t o  t h e  u n i t  t h a t  had accomplished t h e  a c t i o n  and put  
on something along t h e  l i n e s  of t h e  second paragraph.  

Q- This  was, however, w i t h i n  t h e  t i m e  frame t h a t  th.e 
opera t ion  had a l ready become t h e  s u b j e c t  of i n q u i r i e s ,  w a s  
it no t?  

A.  Well, we had an inqu i ry  regarding  a  l i m i t e d  num-
ber of c i v i l i a n s  and whether a l l  t h e  t roops  had f i r e d  con-
s i s t e n t l y  w i . t h  a11 t h e  r u l e s  t h a t  had been e s t a b l i s h e d .  There 
was t h a t  type  of i n q u i r y ,  yes ,  

Q Do you h.ave any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  two t h i n g s  
havfng been considered t o g e t h e r  i n  any way, . t he  sending of 
the message and t h e  going forward of t h e  command inqui ry?  
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A. I d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  message a s  such and what 
I thought,  i f  and when I saw t h i s ,  I apparent ly  d i d  no t  con-
n e c t  t h e  two, a t  l e a s t  n o t  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  say:  "Well, we 
b e t t e r  n o t  send it." 

10: General  KOSTER, I have a d d i t i o n a l  documents I 
would l i k e  t o  show you. I have he re  a document from Head-
q u a r t e r s  MACV, D i r e c t i v e  525-3, 1 4  October 1966, s u b j e c t :  
"Combat Opera t ions ,  Minimizing Noncombatants B a t t l e  Casua l t i e s . "  
I show you t h i s  document and ask i f  you a r e  f a m i l i a r  with i t ?  

( I 0  hands Exh ib i t  Number D-6 t o  wi tness  .) 

(Witness examines document.) 

A. Y e s ,  sir, I ' m  s u r e  t h i s  i s  one of t h e  documents 
t h a t  was t h e  b a s i s  of our  own r u l e s  of engagement. 

Q I have h e r e  a d i r e c t i v e  from Headquarters MACV, 
Number 20-4, d a t e d  .27 A p r i l  1 9 6 7 .  I show you t h i s  document 
and ask i f  you a r e  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  con ten t s  of t h i s  d i rec -
t i v e ?  

(I0 hands E x h i b i t  Number D - 1  t o  wi tness . )  

(Witness examines t h e  document. ) 

A. I am f a m i l i a r  wi th  it now. I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  
I was completely f a m i l i a r  with it previous ly .  However, I 
d i d  n o t  cons ider  what we had a l l e g e d  was a war crime. I con-
s i d e r e d  it t o  be c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  had been i n f l i c t e d  
dur ing  a  con tes ted  opera t ion .  

Q • Is t h a t  t h e  i n i t i a l  f e e l i n g  you had? 

A. Yes, sir.  I b e l i e v e  I f e l t  t h a t  way throughout t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  based on t h e  information t h a t  was provided t o  me. 

.Q. You d i d  n o t  cons ider  t h i s  r e p o r t  t o  be a d i r e c t  
a l l e g a t i o n  then  of f i r i n g  a t  o r  unnecessar i ly  a t  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  w i l f u l  k i l l i n g  of any c i v i l i a n s .  

Q With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  r e p o r t  which was rece ived  
from the  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  r e p o r t i n g  the  information from t h e  
v i l l a g e  c h i e f ,  was t h i s  n o t  an a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  a war crime 
had been committed? 
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A.  I looked upon t h i s  a s  information t h a t  had 
emanated from t h e  Vie t  Cong. That our  own i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
had e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  even o f  ind i sc r imina te  
and excess ive  f i r i n g  had n o t  been e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
was, and I took t h i s  as  being VC propaganda as  opposed t o  
something t h a t  would f a l l  i n t o  t h e  category of a bona f i d e  
a l l e g e d  war crime. 

Q Well, you had a t  t h a t  time two d i f f e r e n t  b i t s  o 

of information i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  b i t s  of i n f o r -
mation which had been made a v a i l a b l e  t o  you. You had one 
which t h e r e  was no ques t ion  t h i s  was VC propaganda as  was 
s o  i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  was forwarded t o  you. But ,  
you a l s o  had t h a t  p iece  of paper which i s  a t t ached  t o  it 
which i s  a  s ta tement  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  chief  
of Son Tinh had repor ted  t h e  rounding up and k i l l i n g  of 
c i v i l i a n s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f ,  he used t h e  term i n  one p lace  
450 and i n  o t h e r  p lace  he used 40.0 i n  one v i l l a g e  and 90 
i n  another .  Would t h i s  no t  be an a l l e g a t i o n  of a  war crime? 

A. I s t i l l  considered it having come from VC t e r -
r i t o r y .  The same people who generated t h e  information on 
t h e  VC propaganda undoubtedly generated a r e p o r t  i n  through 
t h i s  v i l l a g e  ch ie f  as  opposed t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  ch ie f  having 
determined it by any o t h e r  means. 

Q - Was t h e r e  any a t tempt  on your p a r t  o r  on your 
d i v i s i o n  t o  determine t h e  v a l i d i t y ,  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  of t h e  
v i l l a g e  c h i e f 1s r e p o r t .  

A .  Yes, s i r ,  t h i s  w a s  t h e  reason f o r  my v i s i t i n g  
both Colonel KHIEN and Colonel TOAN. 

Q. Yes. I ' m  no t  r e f e r r i n g  t o  them. I ' m  wel l  aware 
t h a t  you t a l k e d  with them, b u t  d i d  anybody v i s i t  t h e  v i l l a g e  
ch ie f  o r  t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  o r  people who had t h e  information 
upon which t h i s  a l l e g a t i o n  was based? 

A. I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  whether t h i s  was p a r t  of t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  made by Colonel HENDERSON and/or some of h i s  
people o r  no t .  I d i d  not  v i s i t  them. 

Q.  I w i l l  r ead  again what t h i s  p i e c e  of paper says .  
It says  t h a t  t h e  Son T i n ?  D i s t r i c t  ch ief  r ece ived  a l e t t e r  
from t h e  v i l l a g e  chief  of Son Iqy Vi l lage  and it contained 
t h e  complaint of t h e  k i l l i n g  of 450 c i v i l i a n s  inc luding  
c h i l d r e n  and women by American t roops .  The v i l l a g e  ch ie f  
a l l e g e d  t h a t  an American u n i t  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a  of 1 6  
March 1968 gathexed and k i l l e d  t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s  with t h e i r  
own weapons. The i n c i d e n t  took p lace  i n  t h e  hamlets of 
Tu Cung and Co Luy loca ted  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of Son 
Tinh D i s t r i c t .  According t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f ,  t h e  American 
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u n i t  gathered 400 c i v i l i a n s  i n  Tu Cung and k i l l e d  them, 
then moved t o  Co Luy Vi l l age .  A t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  t h e  u n i t  
ga thered  90 more c i v i l i a n s  and k i l l e d  them. The next  para- 
graph says  t h a t  t h e  Son My Vi l l age  chief  f e e l s  t h a t  t h i s  
a c t i o n  was taken i n  revenge f o r  one American s o l d i e r  be ing  
k i l l e d  by s n i p e r  f i r e .  I t  does go on t o  s t a t e  t h a t  it w a s  
n o t  given much importance by t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  b u t  it was 
s e n t  t o  the  Quang Ngai Province c h i e f .  I t  a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  l a t e r  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  ch ief  was c a l l e d  wi th  t h e  
2d Divis ion commander, Colonel TOAN, t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  in- 
c i d e n t  and p repare  a r e p o r t .  The d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  proceeded 
t o  in terv iew t h e  Son My V i l l a g e  chief  and got  t h e  same in-  
formation t h a t  I have j u s t  d iscussed  above. The d i s t r i c t  
ch ie f  i s  n o t  c e r t a i n  how t h e  information was rece ived  and 
he had t o  depend on t h e  word of v i l l a g e  chief  and o t h e r  
people i n  t h e  a r e a .  The two hamlets where the  i n c i d e n t  i s  
a l l e g e d  t o  have happened a r e  i n  VC-controlled a r e a s  s i n c e  
1964. 

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

1969 .) 
(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1730 hours ,  15 December 

1969.) 
(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1742 hours ,  15 December 

The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: A l l  persons p r e s e n t  when t h e  hear ing  recessed  a r e  
again  p resen t .  

10: The ques t ion  I have, General KOSTER, having re-
viewed s ta tements  wi th  t h e  information i n  it which has been 
provided by the  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  ch ief  from t h e  l e t t e r  
which had been provided him by t h e  v i l l a g e  ch ie f  of Son My 
V i l l a g e  as  t o  whether o r  no t  you t r e a t e d  t h i s  a s  an a l l ega -
t i o n  of a w a r  crime? 

A. I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  document t h a t  
I saw a t t ached  a s  an i n c l o s u r e .  However, whatever was a t t ach-
ed I d i d  n o t  a s s o c i a t e  it as  an a l l e g a t i o n  of a  war crime f o r  
s e v e r a l  reasons.  F i r s t ,  i t  emanated from a  V i e t  Cong he ld  
a rea .  I t  d i d  n o t  j i v e  wi th  t h e  information t h a t  we had de- 
veloped as  a r e s u l t  of t h e  br igade  C O ' s  i n q u i r y ,  and t h e  a l -  
l e g a t i o n s  concerned many more c i v i l i a n s  than  had been re-
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Q I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  General  KOSTER, I r e f e r  you t o  
paragraph 2 of MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4. I b e l i e v e  you have it 
t h e r e .  

(The w i t n e s s  r eads  paragraph 2 o f  MACV D i r e c t i v e  
20-4.) 

I would a l s o  r e f e r  you t o  paragraph 3d (1). 
(The w i t n e s s  r eads  paragraph 3d (1)of  MACV 

D i r e c t i v e  20-4. ) 

I a l s o  c a l l  your  a t t e n t i o n  t o  paragraph 5a.  

(The w i t n e s s  r e a d s  pakagraph 5a  of  MACV D i r e c t i v e  
20-4. ) 

And w i t h i n  t h a t  I would a l s o  c a l l  your  a t t e n t i o n  
t o  paragraph 5d (1). 

(The w i t n e s s  r eads  paragraph 5 d ( l )  , MACV 
D i r e c t i v e  20-4.) 

I a l s o  ca l l  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  paragraph  S d ( 3 ) .  
The l a t t e r  p o i n t  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t ,  "When t h e  completed r e p o r t  
of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  has  been submi t ted  t o  t h e  a p p o i n t i n g  au thor -
i t y  by t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  t h e  appo in t ing  a u t h o r i t y  
w i l l  r e c e i v e ,  review,  and approve t h e  r e p o r t .  Two cop ie s  of  
t h e  R O I  and p h y s i c a l  ev idence  w i l l  be  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  COMUSMACV." 

Did you c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  had been 
submi t ted  t o  you covered a w a r  crime and t h e  xepor t  should  
have been forwarded th rough  channels  t o  COMUSMACV? 

A .  A t  no t i m e  d i d  I c o n s i d e r  it t o  be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
of a w a r  c r ime ,  and w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  documents emanating 
from t h e  Vietnamese t h a t  we d i s c u s s e d ,  I cons ide red  t h o s e  t o  
be emanating from a V i e t  Cong sou rce  and a propaganda t y p e  
document. 

Q. You even c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  which i s  a t -
t ached  a s  i n c l o s u r e  1, and w e ' r e  assuming t h a t  it w a s  a t t a c h e d  
a s  i n c l o s u r e  1, t h e  body of t h e  document a s  t r a n s m i t t e d  
would s o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  p rope r  a t t achmen t ,  t h a t  
t h i s  i s  a l s o  VC propaganda? 
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A. For t h e  reasons I gave and l i s t e d ,  I d i d  n o t  look 
upon t h a t  a s  a v a l i d  a l l e g a t i o n  of a war crime. 

Us Within t h e  gdidance which had been publ i shed  by 
MACV and which had been d isseminated  through numerous media 
inc lud ing  COMUSMACV i t s e l f  a t  t h e  commanders conference ,  and 
wi th  t h a t  background, you d i d  n o t  cons ide r  t h a t  t h i s  was a 
r e p o r t a b l e  i n c i d e n t  of a war crime? 

A. Within t h e  c i rcumstances  desc r ibed ,  t h a t  i s  c o r r e c t .  

Q- I have one o t h e r  document, E x h i b i t  M - 8 ,  t h a t  
I would l i k e  t o  r e f e r  you t o .  

This  i s  from Headquarters ,  I11 MAF, da ted  3 June,  
s u b j e c t ,  Force Order,  5820.1, s u b j e c t :  "War C r i m e s  I n v e s t i -
ga t ion . "  I r e f e r  t h i s  document t o  you and ask you i f  you 
have e v e r  seen  t h i s  document? 

( I0  hands I11 MAF document co t h e  w i t n e s s . )  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge, I have n o t .  

Q 9 Would t h i s  document normally have been provided t o  
t h e  America1 Div i s ion  a s  p a r t  of t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i s s u e d  t o  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  when it was formed o r  when it was reorganized  
from t h e  Task Force Oregon? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q General  KOSTER, t o  your knowledge d i d  you o r  
d i d  anybody e v e r  inform Colonel HOLLADAY o r  Major WATKE 
t h a t  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  which had been made by them t o  you 
through General  YOUNG had been i n v e s t i g a t e d  and could n o t  
be proven a s  f a c t s ?  

A. I cannot  say  whether such conver sa t ion  took p l a c e .  

Q I have a few more gene ra l  q u e s t i o n s  which I would 
l i k e  t o  a s k ,  b u t  I wonder i f  you, M r .  MACCRATE o r  M r .  WEST, 
had any q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  address  t o  General  
KOSTER b e f o r e  w e  go i n t o  another  s u b j e c t ?  

MR MACCRATE: General  KOSTER, I understood you t o  say  t h a t  
w i t h i n  t h e  c i rcumstances  you d i d  n o t  r ega rd  t h e  informat ion  
conta ined  i n  t h a t  s t a t emen t  of 1 4  A p r i l  a s  a l l e g i n g  a war 
c r i m e  and t h e r e f o r e  it had n o t  been r e p o r t e d ,  and I under-
s t o o d  you t o  f u r t h e r  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  you thought  t h a t  t h e  
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a l l e g a t i o n  had been  r e b u t t e d  by Colonel  HENDERSON'S i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  and t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t  which he  had made t o  you p r i o r  
t o  r e c e i p t  of t h e  A p r i l  1 4  s t a t emen t .  Now, I would ask you 
t o  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  you 
had n o t  hea rd  any a l l e g a t i o n  a s  t o  mass k i l l i n g s  up t o  t h e  
t ime  of t h e  1 4  A p r i l  s t a t e m e n t ,  and i f  t h a t  w e r e  t h e  c a s e ,  I 
would have assumed t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON could  n o t  have 
a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  he  had made t o  you up 
t o  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Well ,  i f  t h e r e  had been no evidence produced of 
c a r e l e s s  f i r e  even ,  I c e r t a i n l y  d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  had 
been any ev idence  in t roduced  of  mass k i l l i n g s ,  a t r o c i t i e s ,  
o r  t h i s  t ype  of  t h i n g .  There c e r t a i n l y  was none of t h a t  
i nc luded ,  a l though  t h e  i n q u i r y  d i d  n o t  address  t h a t  s p e c i f -
i c a l l y .  I f  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t  had been uncovered, it 
c e r t a i n l y  would have been brought  t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  

Q So, it was a n e g a t i v e  i n f e r e n c e  from what Colonel  
HENDERSON was r e p o r t i n g  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  o r  
e x c e s s i v e  f i r i n g ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q W e  have found it h e l p f u l  t o  have an e v a l u a t i o n  of  
some of t h e  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  were involved  i n  t h i s .  I f e e l  it 
would be  h e l p f u l  i f  you might g i v e  us your  own e v a l u a t i o n  
of Colonel  HENDERSON and t h e  way i n  which he d i scha rged  h i s  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  H e ;  of cou r se ,  had j u s t  as-
sumed command on t h e  1 5 t h  of  March 1968, and t h i s  w a s  t h e  
second day of h i s  command when t h e  i n c i d e n t  occu r red ,  and 
w e  have a t  l e a s t  some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  he  may :lave been more 
concerned a t  t h a t  t ime  w i t h  s h o r i n g  up h i s  r e l a t i o n  wi th  h i s  
new command t h a n  w i t h  o t h e r  accompanying o b l i g a t i o n s ,  and 
d i d  you a t  some t i m e  du r ing  t h i s  p e r i o d  e v e r  g e t  a s i m i l a r  
s ense  of h i s  p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  moment? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I d i d .  H e  had commanded t h e  
b r i g a d e  on p rev ious  occas ions  and u s u a l l y  on an i n t e r i m  
b a s i s .  He was one of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  members of t h e  command. 
H e  knew it w e i l  and I f e l t  i f  t h e r e  was anyone t h a t  would 
g i v e  an hones t  o p i n i o n  o r  make an hones t  i n q u i r y ,  it was 
Colonel  HENDERSON. I knew him t o  be  a  b rave  i n d i v i d u a l  and 
I thought  a f a i r l y  s t r o n g  l e a d e r .  I w a s n ' t  s u r e  t h a t  he  
was n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  most i n t e l l i g e n t  of  t h e  people  I had 
commanding t h e  b r i g a d e s .  
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Q- With r e s p e c t  t o  Colonel  HOLLADAY, it would 
appear  t h a t  h i s  e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  ending 
March 1 4  o r  1 5 t h  of  1968 was de layed  f o r  some 15 t o  16 
months and i t  was n o t  u l t i m a t e l y  s igned  by General  YOUNG 
as t h e  r a t i n g  o f f i c e r  o r  by y o u r s e l f  a s  t h e  i n d o r s e r  u n t i l  
June of  1969. Recognizing such t h i n g s  can be s imply admin-
i s t r a t i v e  d e l a y s ,  do you have any knowledge of  any p a r t i c u l a r  
f a c t  i n  r e s p e c t  t o  Colonel  HOLLADAY t h a t  might have had a 
b e a r i n g  on t h e  de l ay  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  of  t h a t  e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t  
and t h e  forwarding of it i n  June of 1969 t o  General  YOUNG and 
then  General  YOUNG very promptly forwarded it on t o  you? I n  
f a c t ,  it was on ly  a  m a t t e r  of  a few days? 

A. I never  a s s o c i a t e d  t h a t  w i th  any th ing  t h a t  might 
have t aken  p l a c e  h e r e  and I s e e  no reason  why it might have 
been de layed .  I do know t h a t  one t ime when t h e  new u n i t  was 
f i r s t  formed w e  had some d i f f i c u l t y  t h e r e  and I had some 
complaints  which came t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  head-
q u a r t e r s .  I know t h a t  Colonel  HOLLADAY wro te  m e  once a f t e r  
I depa r t ed  Vietnam and i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he  thought  h e  shou ld  
have r e c e i v e d  a d e c o r a t i o n  f o r  some a c t i o n  o r  ano the r  and I 
w a s  i n c l i n e d  t o  ag ree  w i t h  him and I wrote  a l e t t e r  t o  Col-
one l  PARSON i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  I f e l t  t h a t  what he  had done on 
t h i s  occas ion  war ran ted  some r e c o g n i t i o n .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  
Colonel  PARSON r e p l i e d  t o  me t h a t  Colonel  HOLLADAY had 
r e c e i v e d  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s .  I am n o t  s u r e  i f  he mentioned 
i f  it was f o r  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  o r  n o t ,  b u t  he 
f e l t  t h a t  Colonel  HOLLADAY had r ece ived  h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n  
l i k e  most of  t h e  o t h e r s .  

Q- Do you p e r s o n a l l y  have any f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  
t h e  c i rcumstances  under which Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON was 
recommended f o r  t h e  D i s t i ngu i shed  F ly ing  Cross?  

A. No, sir .  I d o n ' t  know t h a t  I r e a l l y  knew t h a t  
he r e c e i v e d  i t  u n t i l  I s a w  i t  i n  t h e  pape r s .  

Q What w a s  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of judge advoca tes  and 
i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o r  c h a p l a i n s  w i t h i n  Task 
Force Barker ,  w i t h i n  t h a t  a r e a  of your  command? One of t h e  
m a t t e r s  which has  been r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h e  p r e s s  is  t h e  q u e s t i o n  
of t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of persons  t o  whom m a t t e r s  of  concern might 
o r  might n o t  have been b rough t ,  whether  t h e y  w e r e  t h e r e  t o  h e a r  
such t h i n g s .  

A. I f e e l  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  c h a p l a i n s  w e r e  t h e r e .  I 
c a n ' t  speak s p e c i f i c a l l y  on Task Force  Ba rke r ,  b u t  I do know 
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t h e  d i v i s i o n  c h a p l a i n  would have i n s u r e d  t h a t  Barker  w a s  
covered j u s t  as a l l  t h e  o t h e r s  were and t h i s  e n t a i l e d  a 
c h a p l a i n  v i s i t i n g  f i r e  bases  and be ing  w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a  a 
c e r t a i n  number o f  days a week. I t h i n k  everybody w a s  i n -
formed and knew t h e  r ecour se  t hey  had t o  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  
g e n e r a l .  

Q. The i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l  would be  found a t  Chu La i?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q And s i m i l a r l y ,  any judge advocate  would be  a t  
Chu La i?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - But the c h a p l a i n ,  l i k e  a c i r c u i t  p r e a c h e r ,  would 
r ide- -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  There  w a s  a c e r t a i n  number w i t h i n  
t h e  b r i g a d e  and t h e y  would be  t h e  ones t h a t  would normal ly  
go o u t ,  u n l e s s  t h e y  w e r e  l a c k i n g  a c e r t a i n  denomination,  and 
then  t h a t  would be s u p p l i e d  from ano the r  sou rce  t o  cover  t h a t  
area. 

Q Another r e l a t e d  i t e m  t h a t  appeared i n  t h e  press--
and I t h i n k  it would be  d e s i r a b l e  t h a t  we i n q u i r e  of you on 
t h i s  w h i l e  you are w i t h  us - - tha t  it has  been sugges t ed  t h a t  
i t  w a s  common a c t i v i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  Muscatine A 0  f o r  t h e  r a z i n g  
o r  bu rn ing  of  v i l l a g e s .  Were t h e r &  any o p e r a t i o n s  on o r  about  
t h i s  t i m e  where t h i s  d i d  become a common r e s u l t  due t o  
t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Not t h a t  came t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  Other  t han  I knew 
of one t ime when w e  were i n  t h e  l a r g e r - - t h i s  is  t h e  on ly  
one t h a t  I e v e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  as P i n k v i l l e ,  b u t  t h e r e  w e r e  
numerous t u n n e l s  and l a r g e  cave complexes i n  t h e r e  which t h e y  
a t tempted  t o  d e s t r o y .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they  d i d  much of a 
thorough job because it w a s  j u s t  t o o  complex t o  be  done 
away w i t h  w i thou t  l e a v i n g  t h e  u n i t  t h e r e  f o r  a ve ry  ex tended  
p e r i o d  of t ime.  Where you d e s t r o y  t h a t  t y p e  o f  complex 
and t h e r e  i s  a hootch over  it, sometimes t h e  hootch would 
go because of t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e s e  underground works 
t h a t  were s o  e x t e n s i v e  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  Other  t h a n  t h a t  spec i -
f i c  area, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e r e  e v e r  b e i n g  o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s .  

MR MACCRATE: Thank you. 
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10: General  KOSTER, I have s e v e r a l  more q u e s t i o n s  
he re .  Ear l ie r  we t a l k e a  about  bu rn ing  o f  v i l l a g e s ,  t h e  
a u t h o r i t y  t o  do so and p l a c i n g  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  on a v i l l a g e  
o r  hamlet .  Did you have any r u l e s  concerning the k i l l i n g  
of l i v e s t o c k ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  There was t o  be  none of  t h i s .  I 
d o n ' t  k n ~ wt h a t  w e  had e v e r  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h i s  a s  much a s  w e  
d i d  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  b u t  it w a s  c e r t a i n l y  i nc luded  w i t h i n  o u r  
r u l e s  of engagement. I t  was s t a t e d  t h e r e i n  t h a t  any 
t lden ia l ' l  t ype  of engagement o r  o p e r a t i o n  would be  done 
by t h e  Vietnamese a s  opposed t o  us .  

Q. Then, i f  such an o r d e r  was i s s u e d  it would be 
i n  d i r e c t  v i o l a t i o n  of  d i v i s i ~ np o l i c y ?  

A That  i s  c o r r e c t ,  s ir .  

Q General  KOSTER, do you know whether  o r  n o t  t h e  
123d Av ia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  had a chap la in  a s s i g n e d  t o  i t ?  

A .  No, s ir .  I do no t .  

Q I do want t o  t a l k  about  in -count ry  t r a i n i n g
f o r  t h i s  t y p e  of  a c t i v i t y ,  b u t  b e f o r e  I do I would l i k e  
t o  t a l k  t o  you b r i e f l y ,  f i r s t ,  about  o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s  which 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  had underway a t  t h a t  t ime which might have oc-
cupied your  t i m e  as w e l l  a s  t h a t  of t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  
commanders ? 

A. W e l l ,  w e  had t h e  t r a i n i n g  of t w o  new b a t t a l i o n s  
which s t a r t e d  t h e  1st of March. One ba t ta l ion- -we  w e r e  
supposed t o  g e t  t h r e e  b a t t a l i o n s  and one w a s  d i v e r t e d  
e lsewhere .  The o t h e r  two came i n .  We had t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  
t h e s e  people  r e c e i v e d  t h e  p rope r  t r a i n i n g  and had an 
A0 and t h e n  they  were p u t  o u t  f o r  a p p r o p r i a t e  o p e r a t i o n s .  
W e  went through a p lanning  phase f o r  two o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  
w e  conducted more o r  l e s s  du r ing  t h e  same t ime  frame. 
One was c a l l e d  Norfolk V i c t o r  and was launched i n t o  
t h e  mountains j u s t  wes t  of Quang Ngai, and took p l a c e  
e a r l y  i n  A p r i l ,  and l a s t e d  approximately  2 weeks. I t  
was moderate ly  s u c c e s s f u l  i n s o f a r  a s  engagement w i th  t h e  
enemy w a s  concerned.  I t  was a j o i n t  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  ARVN 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  I t  was q u i t e  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t h a t  it un-
covered a s i z e a b l e  arms cache.  This  was t e r m i n a t e d  about 
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2 weeks a f t e r  it s t a r t e d ,  t h i s  was i n  t h e  e a r l y  A p r i l  t i m e  frame. 
The g r e a t e s t  concern  o r  b i g g e r  e f f o r t  was t o  open up t h e  road from 
Highway 1 i n t o  t h e  Tien Phuoc S p e c i a l  Forces  Camp, t h i s  was c a l l e d  
Bur l ing ton  T r a i l ,  Th is  o p e r a t i o n  was launched i n  e a r l y  A p r i l  as 
w e l l ,  I b e l i e v e .  I t  was an a r e a  t h a t  t h e r e  was c o n s i d e r a b l e  re-
s i s t a n c e  i n .  W e  a l r e a d y  had taken  t h e  Que Son Val ley  away from 
them, t h e  NVA, and they  d i d n ' t  want us t o  t a k e  away t h i s  n e x t  v a l l e y  
sou th  which l e d  i n J ~ o  Tien Phuoc and t o  reopen t h e  channel  i n t o  Tien 
Phuoc s o  t h a t  you could  have a  more o r  less normal communication 
back and f o r t h .  T h i s  o p e r a t i o n  l a s t e d  f o r  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  amount of 
t ime and c o n s i s t e d  of va ry ing  deg rees  of a c t i v i t y .  There was q u i t e  
a d e f i n i t e  r e a c t i o n  of t h e  North Vietnamese, n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a long  
t h e  road ,  b u t  th roughout  t h a t  a r e a  of o p e r a t i o n s .  I would s a y  from 
t h e  t ime t h a t  it was launched u n t i l  probably t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I l e f t  
t h a t  a r e a  and a r e a  cont iguous  t h e r e t o ,  t h a t  it occupied a con-
s i d e r a b l e  amount of my t ime.  W e  had a l so- - the  3d Brigade of t h e  
4th  D iv i s ion  had l e f t  us  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of February and w e  were 
sp read  over  a s i z e a b l e  a r e a  w i t h  commitments over  i n t o  t h e  Marine 
a r e a  t o  t h e  n o r t h  i n t o  what we c a l l e d  Antenna Val ley  and up n e a r  
An Hoa. These w e r e  a r e a s  t h a t  w e  were r e l u c t a n t  t o  p u l l  o u t  of  3 
and l e t  t h e  VC and NVA come back i n t o .  However, it was s t r a i n i n g  f' 

our  resources '  t o  cove r  them adequa te ly  and s t i l l  i n s u r e  enough C6 

t r o o p s  back among t h e  p o p u l a t e s  a r e a s  t o  do,  what I cons ide red  d 

as t h e  primary m i s s i o n ,  t o  p rov ide  a qood s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e s e  
people  who had r e c e n t l y  jo ined  t h e  Government of  Vietnam and w e r e  
looking  f o r  s e c u r i t y .  I f  you d i d n ' t  g i v e  it t o  them you would 
never  keep them t h e r e .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h i s  a r e a  due t o  t h e  depa r t -  
u r e  of  people ,  the s t r a i n i n g  of o u r  f o r c e s ,  t h e  read jus tment  of  a 
c e r t a i n  number o f  f i r e  bases  w a s  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  I was more £0 - -
cussed on than  any th ing  e l s e  du r ing  t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e .  

Q. From p r e v i o u s  w i t n e s s e s ,  General  KOSTER, w e  have 
been l e d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  because of t h i s  commitment i n  t h e  
n o r t h  t h a t  t h i s  w a s ,  i n  f a c t ,  occupying a g r e a t  d e a l  of  your 
t i m e ,  and perhaps  you would check on it a t  l e a s t  eve ry  o t h e r  day 
o r  s o  t o  g e t  up t h e r e ?  

A. I went up t h e r e ,  I would s a y ,  eve ry  day excep t  f o r  a 
few excep t ions .  I t  e i t h e r  took  a l l  day o r  i f  I came back a t  
noon, once a  week o r  s o  I would go sou th  because t h e r e  had n o t  
been t h e  s i z e a b l e  f o r c e s  i n  t h e  sou th .  There was always a c t i v i t y  
i n  t h e  s o u t h ,  b u t  it was a c t i v i t y  t h a t  I d i d  n o t  f e e l  would 
e v e r  g e t  o u t  of hand,  and it d i d n ' t  t a k e  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  t h a t  
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was r e q u i r e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h .  

Q e  One o t h e r  p o i n t ,  General  KOSTER. I g e t  t h e  f e e l i n g  
a t  t h e  p o i n t  i n  t i m e ,  P e t ' s  s a y ,  o f  March or  A p r i l  t h a t  you were 
s t i l l  i n  t h e  p roces s  of t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  from independent  b r i g a d e s  
under t h e  d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s  t o  t h e  s t a n d a r d  TO&E type  
d i v i s i o n ?  

A. T h i s  was p a r t  of i t ,  b u t  I t h i n k  o u r  b i g g e s t  problems 
i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  had been p r e t t y  w e l l  r e s o l v e d  by t h i s  t i m e  f rame,  
and I d i d n ' t  look upon t h a t  a s  t a k i n g  a l o t  o f  my t i m e .  I t h i n k  
it w a s  something t h a t  we needed re f inement  i n  and I t h i n k  General  
GALLOWAY p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  and General  YOUXG b e f o r e  him, had s p e n t  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  e f f o r t  i n  t h i s  and it developed q u i t e  w e l l .  Another 
e f f o r t  t h a t  d i d  t a k e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  t i m e  and s u p e r v i s i o n  was t o  
keep a l l  t h e  e n g i n e e r  work going t h a t  had t o  be  done. W e  had 
a long  s t r e t c h  of  highway and w e  had numerous d i f f e r e n t  t ypes  of 
eng inee r s  t o  do it and w e  had a c e r t a i n  number o f  p r i m a r i l y  road 
openings.  W e  had opened t h e  road  t o  Que Son and t h e  Que Son 
Val ley and w e  opened t h e  Tien  Phuoc Road. There  w e r e n ' t  essen-
t i a l l y ,  enough eng inee r s  t o  go around,  s o  t h i s  d i d  occupy some 
a d d i t i o n a l  t i m e .  

Q. I am t h i n k i n g  o f  a l s o  t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  of  your  s t a f f  
which w a s  b e i n g  p u l l e d  t o g e t h e r  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  some from t h e  
b r i g a d e  and v a r i o u s  p l a c e s .  I am under t h e  impress ion  t h a t  
you j u s t  o rgan ized  an AG s e c t i o n  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  personne l  w i t h i n  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  which you pulled away from t h e  b r i g a d e s ?  

A. W e  had been c o n s o l i d a t i n g  t h i s  t y p e  a c t i v i t y .  
There i s  no q u e s t i o n  about  t h i s .  

Q. The same t h i n g  was t r u e  o f  your S J A  s e c t i o n  and 
your  I G  s e c t i o n ,  where you were r e a l l y  g e t t i n g  them t o  p u l l  
t o g e t h e r  and g e t t i n g  accustomed t o  o p e r a t i n g  t o g e t h e r ?  

A .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  my S J A  changed a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p e r i o d  
o f  t ime.  The I G  had changed about a month b e f o r e  t h a t .  There  
was some r ead jus tmen t .  Most of t h e  s u p p o r t  u n i t s  t h a t  had come 
up w i t h  Task Force  Oregon had been u n d e r s t r e n g t h  t o  s t a r t  w i t h ,  
s o  w e  n o t  on ly  had t o  f i l l  up wi th  new p e o p l e ,  b u t  we had t h e  
o l d  timers dropping  o u t .  Many of t h e s e  u n i t s  w e r e  p r a c t i c a l l y  
reorganized  from s c r a t c h  sometime du r ing  t h e s e  w i n t e r  mon-ths. 
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Q. Was that a l s o  t r u e  of your a v i a t i o n  u n i t ?  I t h i n k  
you a l luded t o  t h i s  e a r l i e r ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  Of course ,  t h e  a v i a t i o n  u n i t  wasnl t r e a l l y  
i n  being.  It was a c t i v a t e d  from s c r a t c h  and n o t  only was a new 
u n i t  t h e r e ,  bu t  w e  put  t h i s  p rov i s iona l  type  u n i t  t o g e t h e r  t o  g e t  
another  a i r  cav t roop .  I guess t h i s  probably con t r ibu ted  to--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Was t h e r e  some problem a s s o c i a t e d  
wi th  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a r t i l l e r y  under the--

A .  ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Not s o  much from t h e  a r t i l l e r y .  W e  
j u s t  had a l i t t l e  disagreement.  The br igades  wanted t o  r e t a i n  
t h e i r  b a t t a l i o n s .  The d i v i s i o n  a r t i l l e r y  o f f i c e r  wanted t o  p u l l  
them i n .  I c o u l d n ' t  s e e  t h a t  it made t h a t  much d i f f e r e n c e .  They 
responded t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  d i r e c t i o n .  The only d i f f e r e n c e  it made 
was t h a t  t h e  br igade  commanders made out  t h e i r  e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t  
and i f  t h a t  made them happy, t h a t  w a s  f i n e  with me. The suppor t  
commands r e a l l y  made a b igger  d i f f e r e n c e  because by keeping t h e  .-&I 

s e p a r a t e  support  commands and g iv ing  them a l i t t l e  more d i r e c t i o n  
from t h e  br igade  commanders, we d i d  r e t a i n  a c e r t a i n  nurrber of  4 
spaces.  Had w e  merged them a l l  i n t o  t h e  t y p i c a l  d i v i s i o n  s t r u c -
t u r e ,  which we d i d  l a t e r  on,  we would have l o s t  some spaces .  

Q Did you have any problems a t  t h i s  t ime wi th  in fus ion?  

A .  How do you mean "problems "?  

Q Well, where you had t o  move an i n o r d i n a t e  number o f  
people from one a r e a  o r  one u n i t  t o  put  them i n t o  ano the r ,  i n  
o r d e r  t h a t  you could a t t a i n  what was d e s i r e d  and never  t o  have 
more than 2 5  pe rcen t  of t h e  command leaving  dur ing  a month, 
l a t e r  t h i s  was reduced t o  15 pe rcen t ,  it caused t h e  wholesale  
movement of l a r g e  numbers of people? 

A. This w a s  a problem a t  c e r t a i n  t imes.  I do n o t  r e c a l l  
t h e  o rde r  of magnitude on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  occasion.  

Q. One o t h e r  p o i n t  which I wish you would d i scuss  f o r  
us i s  your program f o r  t r a i n i n g  i n  such mat ters  a s  t h e  r u l e s  
of land war fa re ,  t h e  Geneva Convention t h e  t rea tment  and hand-
l i n g  of noncombatants, t h e  t r ea tmen t ,  handl ing,  and i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
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of PWts, and m a t t e r s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h i s  g e n e r a l  t h i n g  asso- 

c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  performance of U . S .  t r o o p s  i n  your  d i v i s i o n ?  


A. W e  se t  up o u r  own combat c e n t e r  and t h i s  was probably 
l a t e  i n  1967  o r  i n  January a c t u a l l y  when it--it was f u n c t i o n i n g  
when t h e  b r i g a d e s  a r r i v e d ,  because w e  p u t  t h e  198th  through it. 
W e  p u t  t h e  l l t h  Brigade through it. We l a t e r  p u t  t h e  82d B r i -
gade through it. This  c o n s i s t e d  of t h e  normal 5-day o r i e n t a t i o n  
on a l l  of t h e  "musts" t h a t  people  had t o  have i n  count ry .  I 
normally s t a r t e d  it o f f .  We d i d  it even when t h e  b r i g a d e s  came 
i n  and by t h e  t ime they  f i l t e r e d  i n  and g o t  a r ranged  w i t h  t h e i r  
equipment and ready t o  go w i t h  t h i s  t r a i n i n g  we took one o r  two 
companies a t  a t ime.  I p e r s o n a l l y  t a l k e d  t o  them f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
ha l f -hour  o r  so .  I s t r e s s e d  t h e  importance of r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  
t h e  Vietnamese; t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we weie n o t  o n l y  a l l i e s  b u t  t h a t  
we w e r e  r e a l l y  g u e s t s  i n  t h e i r  coun t ry ;  t h a t  t h e y  had c e r t a i n  
laws and r i g h t s  and w e  should very  d e f i n i t e l y  r e s p e c t  them; t h a t  
they  were people  t h a t  needed a l l  of t h e  h e l p  and c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
t h a t  we could g i v e  them. I mentioned t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we had t o  be  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  c a r e f u l  i n  f i g h t i n g  i n  b u i l t  up areas, which we had 
some w i t h i n  o u r  a r e a s  of .opera t ions .  Again, t h e  importance o f  
n o t  on ly  f o r  t h e  people  p r e s e n t l y  under government c o n t r o l ,  b u t  
doing whatever  w e  could t o  g e t  a d d i t i o n a l  peop le  t o  come i n  and 
j o i n  t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  Th i s  w a s  a b i g  p a r t  of o u r  
miss ion .  I was fo l lowed,  a s  a s t a r t  t o  t h i s ,  by an h o u r ' s  i n -
s t r u c t i o n  by a JAG o f f i c e r  who w e n t - i n t o  t h e  r u l e s  of  l a n d  war- 
f a r e ,  t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h e  h a n d l i n g ,  t r e a - t i n g  of combatants ,  non-
combatants,  PWls, e t  c e t e r a .  They were g iven  t h e  normal hand- 
o u t s  t h a t  we gave them concerning t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of  P W ' s ,  i t ems  
t h a t  they  w e r e  t o  c a r r y  around w i t h  them a t  a l l  t imes .  A s  f a r  
as t h e  l l t h  Brigade was concerned,  I t h i n k  t h a t  I addressed a l l  
of t h e  b r i g a d e  when they  a r r i v e d ,  and I would s a y  t h a t  I addressed  
98  p e r c e n t  of a l l  replacements  t h a t  came i n t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a s  t h e  
k i c k o f f .  

Q- Your i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  of  4 o r  5 days  f o r  t h e  1 1 t h  
Brigade,  where was t h a t  he ld?  

A. The i n i t i a l  p o r t i o n  of it was h e i d  a t  our  combat 
c e n t e r .  

Q. The b r i g a d e  came i n t o  Chu L a i  t o  your  combat c e n t e r ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  ' t he  e n t i r e  b r i g a d e  was s e n t  t o  t h e  combat 
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c e n t e r ,  maybe n o t  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  5-day p e r i o d  because w e  d i d  
s e t  them up i n  Duc Pho, b u t  I a m  reasonably  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  
e n t i r e  b r i g a d e  w a s  g iven  t h e  i n i t i a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  and t h e  
s i g h t s  and s u b j e c t s  t h a t  I am speaking of t h e r e  and then  went 
t o  Duc Pho f o r  more on mines,  booby t r a p s ,  p a t r o l l i n g ,  and 
t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  were i nc luded  i n  t h e  i n  coun t ry  indoc-
t r i n a t i o n .  

Q. Were t h e y  n o t  a l s o  a s s i s t e d  by t h e  3d Brigade of 
t h e  4 th  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n ,  a t  l e a s t  t o  a  deg ree ,  who was re-
s p o n s i b l e  a s  a sister u n i t  f o r  p a r t  of t h e i r  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n ?  

A .  Very much so .  A s  a  p re l imina ry ,  a l l  of  t h e  company 
commanders went o u t  and jo ined  companies of t h e  3d Brigade of 
t h e  4th. They s p e n t  s e v e r a l  days w i t h  them. \ 
Q So,  t h e n ,  i n  your  mind, t h e  commanders, t h e  s e n i o r  acb 
noncommissioned o f f i c e r s ,  and pe r sonne l  w i t h i n  t h e  b r igade  ,XI 
were w e l l  i n d o c t r i n a t e d  i n  t h e  r u l e s  of l a n d  w a r f a r e  and a l l  d 
t h e s e  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  them? 

A .  Yes, sir.  They g o t  t h e  same type  of cou r se  which 
w a s  g iven t o  t h e  198 th  and t h e  3d Brigade of t h e  82d. 

Q I show you t h r e e  documents, General  KOSTER. One 
is e n t i t l e d ,  "Nine Ru le s , "  and ano the r  i s  e n t i t l e d ,  "The Enemy 
i n  Your Hands." The t h i r d  i s ,  "Guidance f o r  Commanders i n  
Vietnam," by Genera l  W.C. WESTMORELAND, COMUSMACV. 

(The I0 hands E x h i b i t s  M-2, M-3, and M-4 t o  t h e  
w i tnes s .  1 

A. Yes, sir.  I am s u r e  t h a t  t h e s e  w e r e  i nc luded  i n  
w i t h  some n i n e  c a r d s  t h a t  were i s s u e d  t o  everybody,  and n o t  
on ly  t h e s e  b u t  how t o  t a k e  c a r e  of  t h e  M-16 r i f l e  and o t h e r s .  

Q "Rogers Rangers"? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Do you knob1 whether o r  n o t  you had s u f f i c i e n t  
cop ie s  w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  t o  p rov ide  cop ie s  of t h e s e  t o  
a l l  t h e  men i n  t h e  b r i g a d e s ?  
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A. I f e e l  reasonably c e r t a i n  t h a t  we always had 
s u f f i c i e n t  numbers a t  our combat c e n t e r s  t o  g ive  everybody 
t h e i r  i n i t i a l  a l l o c a t i o n .  I t  became a l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
rep lace  a t  t imes because they d i d n ' t  l a s t  t o o  long. 

Q Were you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  t r a i n i n g  which t h e  
11th  Brigade had received i n  Hawaii? 

A. I had heard they  rece ived  some very f i n e  t r a i n -
ing  i n  t h e  jungle  atmosphere t h e r e ,  even worse jungles  than 
they  probably experienced i n  Vietnam. 

Q. Do you know whether o r  n o t  they  had any m a t e r i a l  
f o r  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  s u b j e c t  ma t t e r  we a r e  d e a l i n g  with here  
t h i s  af ternoon? 

A .  I ' v e  been t o l d  t h a t  we provided a g r e a t  d e a l  of 
ma te r i a l  t o  them, inc luding  t h e  r u l e s  of engagement and t h a t  
s o r t  of t h i n g  and t h a t  they had prepared t h e i r  own p r i o r  t o  
coming t o  Vietnam. 

I 0  : M r .  MACCRATE, do you have any a d d i t i o n a l  ques t ions  
concerning t r a i n i n g ?  

MR MACCRATE: I would l i k e  t o  a sk ,  General KOSTER, i f  you 
can r e c a l l  t h e  d a t e s  t h a t  you were away on R&R i n  A p r i l ,  May 
of 1968? 

A.  I had my R&R s t a r t i n g  w i t h i n ,  I would say ,  t h e  l a s t  
4 days of A p r i l ,  and then  I had 3 days TDY which s t a r t e d  on 
top  of t h a t  about t h e  3rd o r  4th of May, a s  I r e c a l l .  I a m  n o t  
s u r e  of my e x a c t  days of d e p a r t u r e ,  w i t h i n  a day o r  2 it would 
have been w i t h i n  t h a t  t i m e  fr?me. 

Q. Did you keep any l i t t l e  informal  record  of move-
ment o r  do you have any correspondence t o  which you could 
use t o  f i x  some of t h e s e  d a t e s ?  

A .  The only t h i n g  t h a t  I have been a b l e  t o  uncover 
s o  f a r  i s  my TDY o rde r s  which were da ted  f o r  on o r  about 4 
May, bu t  t h e  R&R had preceded tha t , .  

Q. We have found i n  one case  t h a t  l e t t e r s  home were 
very h e l p f u l  i n  f i x i n g  some d a t e s .  Has t h a t  p o s s i b i l i t y  
been examined? 

A. No, s i r .  I have had my wife  looking ,  b u t  she  
h a s n ' t  been a b l e  t o  t u r n  anything up. I d o n ' t  know whether 
she saved l e t t e r s  o r  no t .  She had i n  previous w a r s ,  bu t  I 
th ink  she gave it up. 
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10: Mr. WEST? 

MR WEST: A s  I unders tand  your tes t imony,  General KOSTER, 
you, a t  no t i m e ,  d i r e c t e d  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be made i n t o  
r e p o r t s  of c i v i l i a n  dea ths  i n  My Lai ( 4 )  on t h e  morning of 
1 6  March 1968? 

A. Not u n l e s s  you can say  my v e r b a l  q u e r i e s  a s  t o  
how these c a s u a l t i e s  were taken.  I ' d  say  t h a t  was an 
i n q u i r y ,  n o t  q u i t e  i n  t h e  same sense  t h a t  I asked f o r  an 
i n q u i r y  of any t y p e  of f i r i n g  t h a t  was a l l e g e d ,  b u t  I would 
s a y ,  yes ,  I have pursued whether t h i s  was accomplished i n  
t h e  h e a t  of b a t t l e  and, i f  s o ,  by whom. I t h i n k  I made 
t h a t  much of an i n q u i r y .  

Q Is it f a i r  t o  s a y ,  t hen ,  t h a t  you d i d  ask ques t ions
about  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q S t i l l ,  as I unders tand it, you d i d  n o t  d i r e c t  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. NO, sir.  

10: Do you have any more? 

MRWEST: No. 

10: I have j u s t  one more a d d i t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n ,  which, 
aga in ,  General KOSTER, i s  an impression k ind  of  ques t ion .  

A s  I unders tand  it, Task Force B a r k e r ' s  s t a f f  
was p u l l e d  o u t  of t h e  b r igade  headquar t e r s .  How e f f e c t i v e  
was t h e  s t a f f  of  Task Force Barker and what e f f e c t  d i d  t h e  
withdrawal of t h i s  number of o f f i c e r s  and personnel  from t h e  
b r i g a d e  staff--how d i d  it a f f e c t  t h e  func t ion ing  of t h e  
b r i g a d e  s t a f f  i t s e l f ?  

A. The 1 1 t h  Brigade came t o  us wi th  a l l  p o s i t i o n s  
f i l l e d .  They even had some excess  people i n  grade  ove r  and 
above what t h e  TO&E c a l l e d  f o r .  W e  made some adjustments  
t o  move some of these o u t  and p u t  o t h e r  people  i n ,  b u t  they 
s t i l l ,  compared t o  the o t h e r  b r igades ,  w e r e  w e l l  o f f .  I am 
s u r e  t h a t  p u l l i n g  t h e s e  people  had some e f f e c t ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  
n o t i c e  t h a t  it d e t r a c t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  from what they w e r e  
t o  accomplish and, g e n e r a l l y  speaking,  i n  t h a t  a r e a  it was 
a lower o r d e r  of b u s i n e s s  than  it was i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  and 
they could c a r r y  on i n  this regard .  I n s o f a r  a s  Task Force 
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Barker was concerned, I thought t h a t  t h e  s t a f f  t h a t  had 
been pooled t o g e t h e r  f o r  him--he had been given f a i r l y  com-
p e t e n t  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  a s s i s t  him, and t h e r e  were probably 
some t h a t  he had s e l e c t e d  pe r sona l ly  when given t h i s  job. 
BARKER, i n  my es t ima t ion ,  seemed t o  have h i s  f i n g e r  i n  and 
was p r e t t y  w e l l  i n  tune with what was going on i n  t h e  t a s k  
force .  H i s  o p e r a t i o n s ,  o v e r a l l ,  I thought  were s u c c e s s f u l  
i n  t h a t  a r e a .  He, I thought ,  was accomplishing t h e  mission. 
Based on h i s  performance t h e r e  I thought he should have a 
b a t t a l i o n  when a b a t t a l i o n  was f r e e d  up. I f o r g e t  i f  t h i s  
was accomplished when I was s t i l l  t h e r e .  I am s u r e  it was 
accomplished l a t e r  on. 

Q. I b e l i e v e  t h e  record  would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  sometime 
toward t h e  end of May Colonel BARKER took over  t h e  1/20? 

A. Right ,  s i r .  

Q. When Colonel HENDERSON was promoted i n  p o s i t i o n  
from t h a t  of execut ive  o r  deputy of the b r igade  on t h e  de- 
p a r t u r e  of General LIPSCOMB, was any thought  given t o  g iv ing  
him an execut ive  t o  a s s i s t  him immediately? 

A. He wouldn ' t  have had a f u l l  co lone l  execut ive  
and he a l r eady  had BARKER t h e r e .  He had ano the r  l i e u t e n a n t  
co lonel  who was an i n t e l l i g e n c e  type ,  n o t  one t h a t  you would 
n e c e s s a r i l y  p u t  i n  a s  t h e  execut ive .  

Q- Were you r e f e r r i n g  t o  Colonel BLACKLEDGE? 

A. Yes, s i r .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  Colonel HENDERSON wanted 
t o  p u l l  o r  b r i n g  one of t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commanders i n  t o  be 
h i s  execu t ive ,  bu t  a l s o  wanted t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commanders t o  
remain f o r  a 6-month t o u r  wi th  h i s ' b a t t a l i o n ,  which would have 
been accomplished i n  r a t h e r  s h o r t  o rde r .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  
he w a s  pushing, a t  t h e  t ime,  t o  r ece ive  ano the r  l i e u t e n a n t  
co lone l ,  and I am n o t  s u r e  t h a t  we had one t o  g ive  him any- 
way. I b e l i e v e  he had it worked ou t  s o  t h a t  he could have 
one of t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commanders t o  come i n  t o  do t h a t .  

Q- One problem, General KOSTER, that developed a f t e r  
Colonel HENDERSON took command of t h e  b r i g a d e  i s  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  he himself was wounded? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- And f o r  q u i t e  a pe r iod  h i s  l e g  w a s  i n  a c a s t ,  
which r e s t r i c t e d  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  move around and, you might 
say ,  t o  perform t h e  funct ion  of t h e  b r i g a d e  commander. 
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A. I t  c e r t a i n l y  d i d  a f f e c t  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  perform 
dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  few days.  A f t e r  t h a t ,  he seemed t o  g e t  
around wi th  n o t  t o o  much d i f f i c u l t y .  

Q. But you f e l t  t h a t  even with  th i s - - I  a l s o  under- 
s t a n d  t h a t  he had approached -you on t h i s  problem--to r e t a i n  
t h e  command even under t h e s e  c i rcumstances? 

A.  Y e s .  

10: General  KOSTER, w e  a r e  going t o  r e c e s s  a t  t h e  
p r e s e n t  t i m e .  I would l i k e  t o  read  you one s t a t emen t  be- 
f o r e  w e  r e c e s s .  This  i s  r e a l l y  a r e s t a t emen t  of what w e  
d i scussed  t h i s  morning. This  i s  a  p recau t iona ry  s t a t emen t ,  
which i s  t h a t  you should n o t  d i r e c t l y  o r  through o t h e r s  
d i s c u s s  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t ,  i nc lud ing  subsequent i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n s  o r  r e p o r t s ,  w i t h  any person t h a t  may have been con-

nected wi th  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  any way. This  does n o t  apply,  

of  course ,  i f  you a r e  r equ i red  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  case  wi th  

o t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  competent j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  i\ 


proceedings o r  i f  you a r e  r e q u i r e d  s o  t o  do i n  t h e  course  iP: 

of your o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s .  d 


A.  I unders tand ,  sir. 

10: General  KOSTER, we have some of t h e  tes t imony 
t h a t  w e  took yes t e rday .  W e  f e e l  t h a t  it i s  going t o  be 
necessary  t o  acqua in t  you wi th  it t o  g e t  your responses .  
W e  hoped t o  have it e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning, b u t  w e  w i l l  n o t  have 
it be fo re  1330 tomorrow a f t e rnoon ,  s o  w e  would l i k e  you t o  
come back a t  t h a t  t ime. L e t  us  know where you w i l l  be s o  
t h a t  we can g e t  i n  touch wi th  you. I f  w e  havs any problems 
on this ,  where w e  w i l l  be  de layed ,  w e  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  l e t  
you know. 

W e  w i l l  r e c e s s  u n t i l  0830 i n  t h e  morning. 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1846 hours ,  15 December 
1969. ). 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1450 h o u r s ,  16 December 
1969.) 

I 0  : The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named pe r sons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR MACCRATE, MR WEST, MR WALSH, and MAJ LYNN. 

Major General  KOSTER i s  r e c a l l e d .  

(MG Samuel W .  KOSTER, 577-52-4806, West P o i n t ,  
New York, United S t a t e s  Army, w a s  r e c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  
adv ised  t h a t  he w a s  s t i l l  under o a t h ,  and t e s t i f i e d  a s  
fo l lows  :J 

I0 : Genera l  KOSTER, s i n c e  we m e t  y e s t e r d a y ,  we 
r ece ived  t e l e p h o n i c a l l y  some in fo rma t ion  from t h e  l o g  of 
Task Force  Barker  concerning t h e  a r r i v a l  and d e p a r t u r e  of 
pe r sonne l ,  i n c l u d i n g  y o u r s e l f ,  on t h e  d a t e s  we a r e  concerned 
w i t h  h e r e .  I thought  I wofild p rov ide  you t h i s  t o  r e f r e s h  
your  memory. On t h e  1 6 t h ,  it is  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you a r r i v e d  
a t  0935 hours .  There i s  no t i m e  g iven  f o r  your  d e p a r t u r e .  
Also,  on t h e  a f t e r n o o n  of t h e  1 6 t h ,  you a r r i v e d  a t  1645 and 
depa r t ed  a t  1715. You w e r e  w i t h  L i e u t e n a n t  General  DOLEMAN, 
and t h e  l o g  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  you were b r i e f e d  by L ieu tenan t  
Colonel  BARKER. There i s  no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  you were t h e r e  
on t h e  1 7 t h .  There i s  an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  you a r r i v e d  a t  
1345 on t h e  a f t e r n o o n  of t h e  18 th  and d e p a r t e d  a t  1405. 
Would t h e s e  a s s i s t  i n  r e f r e s h i n g  your  memory as t o  your 
v i s i t s  t o  t h e  f i r e  base?  

A. The 0935 t ime was undoubtedly s t o p p i n g  t h e r e  
f o r  r e f u e l i n g  and,  a s  b rought  o u t  by Colone l  HENDERSON'S 
t es t imony,  I was undoubtedly t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  f o r  r e f u e l i n q .  
General  DOLEMAN d i d  v i s i t  about  t h i s  t ime.  I d o n ' t  remember 
t h e  s p e c i f i c  d a t e s  and I d i d  e s c o r t  him around.  He was p r i -
mar i ly  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s e e i n g  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade  s i n c e  he came 
from Hawaii and he knew most of t h e  people  t h e r e .  

Q You r e c a l l ,  General  KOSTER, t h a t  y e s t e r d a y  we 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  your  knowledge of  some of t h e  r e p o r t s ,  pro-
cedures ,  and t i m e s  were somewhat d i f f e r e n t  from those  w e  had 
hea rd  from o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  We asked t h a t  you come back 
s o  t h a t  w e  cou ld  d i s c u s s  t h e s e .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  we would l i k e  
t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t ,  t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ,  and a l s o  t h e  
formal  r e p o r t .  
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F i r s t ,  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t .  This is  
a  ques t ion  addressed t o  General YOUNG t o  determine t o  whom 
Colonel HENDERSON had submitted h i s  r e p o r t .  The ques t ion  
was who d i d  he r e p o r t  h i s  f ind ings  t o  and i n  what form. 
H i s  response : 

"A. I b e l i e v e  the  form t h a t  he used i n i t i a l l y  
was an o r a l  r e p o r t .  He r e f e r r e d  it o r a l l y  t o  
General KOSTER and then I b e l i e v e  he made a 
w r i t t e n  r e p o r t .  

"Q. Were you p r e s e n t  when he gave h i s  o r a l  r e p o r t  
t o  General KOSTER? 

"A. No, sir.  
f 

"Q. What was repor ted  t o  General KOSTER? 

"A. I asked General KOSTER had he rece ived  t h e  r 

r e p o r t  and he s a i d  he had. I b e l i e v e ,  a t  t h a t  
t ime,  General KOSTER t o l d  me he had received t h e  
o r a l  r e p o r t  and he had d i r e c t e d  Colonel HENDERSON 
t o  submit it i n  w r i t i n g .  

"Q.  Did General KOSTER i n d i c a t e  what the  f ind ings  
o r  conclusions and recommendations were i n  t h e  
o r a l  r e p o r t ?  

"A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I t  was i n  t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t  
o r  when he g o t  t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ,  and I do th ink  
he g o t  t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t .  To t h e  b e s t  of my 
knowledge, General PEERS, I d i d  no t  see  t h e  w r i t -
t e n  r e p o r t  e i t h e r .  I was n o t  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  o r a l  
r e p o r t .  I do no t  b e l i e v e  I saw the  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t .  
General KOSTER had i n d i c a t e d  t o  me, t o  t h e  b e s t  of 
my memory, t h e r e  was no o r  l i t t l e  of any grounds 
f o r  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  had been made. I do r e c a l l ,  
I b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  General KOSTER had ind ica ted  t h e r e  
had been some noncombatants k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e . "  

We a r e  address ing  ourse lves ,  General KOSTER, t o  the  o r a l  r e p o r t .  
We provided t h i s  i n  o rde r  t o  provide you an oppor tuni ty  t o  add 
a d d i t i o n a l  testimony t o  t h a t  which you have provided previous ly .  
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A. As I i n d i c a t e d  p rev ious ly ,  I cannot s p e c i f i c a l l y  
r e c a l l  Colonel HENDERSObl coming up t o  make a formal o r a l  
r e p o r t ,  s o  t o  speak. I t a l k e d  t o  him s e v e r a l  t imes myself .  
I gathered  much of t h e  information t h a t  I s p e c i f i c a l l y  
r e c a l l  from d i scuss ions  with General YOUNG where he brought 
back information t h a t  had been given t o  him. I f e l t  t h a t  
General YOUNG was a s  f u l l y  informed of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and 
t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  I was. A s  I r e c a l l ,  
Colonel HENDERSON d i d  g ive  me d e t a i l s  regarding  h i s  i n t e r -  
view with l e a d e r s ;  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he had t a l k e d  t o ,  a s  I 
i n d i c a t e d ,  a l l  t h e  a v i a t o r s  t h a t  had been t h e r e .  This may 
have been h i s  method of express ing  it a s  opposed t o  each 
and every one; a number of t h e  men involved,  a t  l e a s t  a 
c ross - sec t ion  of some type.  The d e t a i l s  of t h e  in te rv iew 
wi th  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  I s t i l l  cons ide r ,  were given t o  
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m e  by General Y O W G  on t h e  same day t h a t  t h e  in te rv iew had 
taken p lace .  

Q Which, a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime,  appears t o  be t h e  
18th o r  conceivably it could have been on t h e  1 7 t h ,  b u t  I 
can hard ly  see  how. 

A.  It c e r t a i n l y  was t h e  17th  o r  18th i n  my opinion.  

Q Now then, General KOSTER, you've had a l i t t l e  
time t o  th ink  about some of t h e s e  ques t ions  which we've p u t  
f o r t h  t o  you. Do you r e c a l l  anything a d d i t i o n a l  about t h i s  
o r a l  r e p o r t ,  Colonel HENDERSON conung t o  you and t e l l i n g  
you about h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and whether o r  no t  he gave you 
a 3-by-5 card t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  i n  terms of  men, 
women, c h i l d r e n ,  a g e s ,  sexes ,  and s o  on and any conclusions 
o r  f indings  he may have given you a t  t h a t  time? 

A.  The conclus ions  and f ind ings ,  as  b e s t  a s  I can 
r e c a l l ,  was t h e  fact t h a t  h i s  inqu i ry  d i d  no t  produce evi -
dence t h a t  t h e r e  had been excess ive  f i r i n g  on t h e  p a r t  of 
t h e  t roops ;  t h a t  t h e r e  had been some c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  
t h a t  I r e c a l l  i n  t h e  number of 20 some a t  l e a s t ;  t h a t  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  between t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  and the  ground commander, 
he  f e l t ,  was caused by t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  having seen 
some c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  and f i r i n g  by t h e  t roops  and drew 
t h a t  type of conclusion t h a t  perhaps t h e r e  was i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  
f i r i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a s  where c i v i l i a n s  were loca ted .  Again, I 
r e l a t e  t h i s  more t o  General YOUNG'S i n i t i a l  t e l l i n g  me of 
t h i s  than  I do t o  Colonel HENDERSON, bu t  I would assume t h a t  
would have been a p o r t i o n  of h i s  d iscuss ion  wi th  me a t  t h e  
proper t i m e ,  n o t  having known t h a t  General YOUNG passed it 
on t o  me. But, t h i s  was my impression of t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  f i r s t  obta ined  from 

a General YOUNG. Nothi.ng came up a f t e r  t h a t  t o  change t h a t .  

Q Were you s a t i s f i e d  with t h e  r e p o r t  of Colonel 
HENDERSON? 

A.  A t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime I f e l t  t h a t  I was s a t i s -
f i e d  that G e n e r a l  YOUPJG k n e w  as much. about. it as I d i d  and 
h e  was s a t i s f i e d  as w e l l ,  and t h i s  w a s  a f t e r  we had had a 
cont inuing r e p o r t  from Colonel HENDERSON. 

Q A t  t h a t  time d id  you d i r e c t  Colonel HENDERSON o r  
anybody t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  o r  r e p o r t  f u r t h e r ?  
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A. A t  t h a t  p o i n t  I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I d id .  I d o n ' t  
recall. I am s u r e  t h a t  zometime during t h e  course of t h i s  
there was some d i scuss ion  of how were t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d .  
1 was probably given some answer s i n c e  t h a t  is  what I asked 
for  a t  one t ime,  but  I do n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember t h e  3-by-5 
card  wi th  t h e  d a t a  on it. 

Q- With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ,  was this 
r e p o r t  i n i t i a t e d  by you o r  d i d  t h a t  emanate from t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h i s  informat ion  had been picked up by t h e  br igade  and 
copies  of it had been forwarded and t h e  r e p o r t  of the  24th 
was a l o g i c a l  followup t o  t h a t  informat ion  from t h e  v i l l a g e  
chief  which was passed t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  and a l s o  t h e  VC 
propaganda? 

A. I have thought a l l  along t h a t  I asked f o r  a 
r e p o r t  because of t h i s  coming t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  how t h e  reques t  w a s  pu t  o u t ,  by 
whom, o r  through what means? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. A r e p o r t  was even tua l ly  submit ted on t h e  2 4 t h  
of A p r i l ,  which we've gone over  i n  some d e t a i l ?  

A.  Yes, s i r .  

Q Again, we come back t o  t h e  conversa t ion  w i t h  
General YOUNG, and t h i s  s t a r t s  from a  d i s c u s s i o n  ev iden t ly  
wi th  Colonel HENDERSON i n  your o f f i c e ,  and t h e  ques t ion  wh.ich 
I pu t  forward i s  : 

"Q. You were n o t  made p r i v y  t o  t h e  conversat ion?" 

H e  i n d i c a t e d :  

"A. I merely spoke t o  them, s i r ,  and depar ted .  
I was n o t  engaged i n  t h e  conversa t ion . "  

L a t e r  on he s a i d :  

"A. Afte r  d i scuss ing  t h i s  m a t t e r  wi th  General 
KOSTER, I f e l t  t h a t  he was s a t i s f i e d .  He d i d n ' t  
d i r e c t  me t o  conduct a re-examination and t h a t ' s  
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my memory on t h e  ma t t e r .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  him 
informing me t h a t  he was d i s s a t i s f i e d  with what 
he had rece ived ,  o t h e r  than t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he had 
g o t t e n  an o r a l  r e p o r t  and wanted it i n  wr i t ing . '  

M r .  MACCRATE went on t o  ask: 

"Q. But,  you had never received a copy of any 
w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  made by Colonel HENDERSON wi th  
r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  had been brought 
t o  you? 

"A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, t h i s  
r e p o r t  was hand-carried t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander." 

M r .  MACCRATE s a i d :  

"Q. I understand t h a t ,  b u t  a t  no 
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t i m e  t h e r e a f t e r  d i d  you ever  r ece ive  a copy of 
any r e p o r t  fr3m Colonel HENDERSON wi th  r e s p e c t  
t o  t h i s  mat ter?"  

General YOUNG r e p l i e d :  

"A. No, sir.  Not t h s t  I r e c a l l . "  

M r .  MACCRATE asked: 

"Q. Are you aware of any such r e p o r t  being 
c i r c u l a t e d  t o  anyone e l s e  a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  h.ead- 
q u a r t e r s  o t h e r  than  General KOSTER?" 

To which he r e p l i e d :  

"A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, t h e  r e p o r t  went 
d i r e c t l y  from t h e  br igade  commander t o  the  d i v i s i o n  
commander and t h e r e  were no o t h e r  r e p o r t s  and t h e  
o p e r a t i o n a l  r e p o r t s  t h a t  I can remember being 
c i r c u l a t e d  wi th in  t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f . "  

H e  went on t o  s t a t e  i n  subsequent tes t imony:  

"A. I f e l t  t h a t  General KOSTER was s a t i s f i e d .  
Evident ly  he was s a t i s f i e d  and I accepted h i s  
opin ion  on t h e  mat ter  because I f e l t  he knew much 
more about it than  I d i d .  He had t a l k e d  t o  Colonel 
HENDERSON about it. He was my  commander and I 
accepted h i s  eva lua t ion . "  

Now, t h a t  i s  what we have genera l ly  heard from General YOUNG 
on t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ,  which i n  b r i e f  would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a t  
no time d i d  he ever  s e e  t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ?  

A. A s  I i n d i c a t e d  yes terday ,  I have very f i rmly  i n  
mind t h a t  he made a recommendation t o  me t h a t  what we had i n  
this f i r s t  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  was n o t  adequate a s  covering a l l  of 
t h e  th ings  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON looked i n t o  and t h i s  type  
t h i n g  on a ve rba l  b a s i s .  T h i s  which r e s u l t e d  i n  our then 
going back and asking f o r  a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q *  How was t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  pu t  o u t  on a  formal 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  I informed Colonel PARSON and General 
YOUNG toge the r  t h a t  I wanted t h i s  done. I t ' s  conceivable 
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t h a t  I might have t o l d  Colonel HENDERSON d i r e c t l y ,  b u t  t h a t  
i s  no t  my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  A s  I i n d i c a t e d ,  I even v i s u a l i z e  
t h a t  it would be a w r i t t e n  d i r e c t i v e  t o  have t h i s  accomplished. 

Q Here aga in ,  General KOSTER, I r e f e r  you f i r s t  t o  
some of the  d i scuss ion  with General YOUNG, and t h e  question 
was : 

"Q. Did General  KOSTER t a l k  t o  you about having 
a formal r e p o r t  prepared? 

"A. The only t h i n g  t h a t  General KOSTER s t a t e d  
t o  m e  was t h a t  he had received t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t  
and he had d i r e c t e d  t h a t  it be put  i n  wr i t ing .  
Tha t ' s  t o  t h e  very b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  
A s  t o  any subsequent r e p o r t s ,  I cannot r e c a l l  
t h i s  be ing  d i r e c t e d .  3 

e3 
"Q. Do you r e c a l l  any d i r e c t i v e  which was 0 

i s sued  i n  w r i t i n g  by t h e  d i v i s i o n  s o  d i r e c t i n g  
CV 

a formal r e p o r t  o r  appoint ing an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r ?  

I'A. No, s i r .  I do n o t  
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r e c a l l  a d i r e c t i v e  i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  Amer2cal 
Divis ion  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  

"Q. Did you, subsequent t o  t h e  10th  of May, 
eve r  see a formal r e p o r t  submit ted t o  the  
d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  covering t h e  My Lai 
i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968? 

"A. Not t o  t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  
I d i d  n o t ,  sir. " 

Colonel PARSON was a l s o  i n t e r r o g a t e d ,  i n  which w e  asked him: 

"Q. Do you have any knowledge of t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  he wanted a formal 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  made? 

"A. No, sir.  

"Q. I f  he had ordered such a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
would it have been normal t o  expect  t h a t  he would 
have informed you? 

"A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

"0. You do n o t  r e c a l l  ever  having been s o  
i n f  omed? 

"A. No, sir .  

"Q. Do you r e c a l l  any a d d i t i o n a l  inves t iga- t ion  
r e p o r t  ever  having been submit ted t o  the  Head-' 
q u a r t e r s  of t h e  America1 Divis ion? 

"A. No, s ir .  

"Q. This should have been sometime i n  e a r l y  May? 

"A.  NO,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t . "  

I'm s u r e  you can a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  dilemma we a r e  having i n  
trying t o  fathom what d i d  t r a n s p i r e  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. Yes, sir.  I can apprec ia te  it. I c a n ' t  
imagine both General YOUNG and Colonel PARSON n o t  r e c a l l i n g  
t h i s  f i n a l  submission, which, a s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e  t h r e e  of us  
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d iscussed a f t e r  i t s  submission and I know I handed It t o  
Colonel PARSON and I am convinced--I know--I abso lu te ly  know 
t h e r e  was a r e p o r t  such a s  t h i s  made. I t  d id  n o t  t a k e  the 
form I a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON would make t h e  
r e p o r t  i n ,  b u t  it was BARKER, g e n e r a l l y  speaking,  had con-
t r i b u t e d  t o  it, b u t  HENDERSON had s igned some p o r t i o n  of 
it a t  l e a s t .  

10: You know t h i s  i s  t h e  r e p o r t ,  a t  l e a s t  t o  t h i s  
d a t e ,  General KOSTER, we've been unable t o  l o c a t e  o r  f i n d  
any t r a c e  of it i n  t h e  f i l e s  o r  i n  t h e  logs  o r  any re fe rence  
t o  it, thus  f a r .  We a r e  going t o  cont inue our ex tens ive  
e f f o r t s  t o  l o c a t e  t h a t .  

M r .  MACCRATE? 

MR MACCRATE : Nothing. 

I0: M r .  WEST? 
N 

MR WEST: General KOSTER, do you suppose t h a t  you could 
suggest  anyone i n  t h e  headquar ters  t h a t  might have seen it, 
processed it, handled it; your a i d e s ,  a s s i s t a n t  ch ief  of 
s t a f f ,  o r  some s t a f f  member w e  haven ' t  t a l k e d  t o ?  
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A. I ' m  s u r e  somebody d i d  t h e  typing  and t h e  recording 
of t h i s  from t h e  l l t h  Brigade. This would have had t o  be 
done by somebody. 

10: A t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  time Task Force Barker had been 
d i s e s t a b l i s h e d ,  s o  t h a t  o rgan iza t ion  was no longer .  I 
be l i eve  you a r e  c o r r e c t  t h a t  i f  it were typed i n  a  headquar ters  
it would probably have been done a t  t h e  headquar ters  of t h e  
l l t h  Brigade. Shor t ly  t h e r e a f t e r ,  i f  my r e c o l l e c t i o n  f i t s  
me p roper ly ,  Colonel BARKER then assumed command of t h e  1/20? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  he d id .  

MR WEST: Was he t h e  exec of t h e  br igade  f o r  awhile t h e r e ?  

r 0  : Y e s .  

A.  He was t h e  S3 and t h e  execut ive  o f f i c e r .  I am not  
s u r e  i f  he he ld  both p o s i t i o n s  o r  he was t h e  execut ive  o f f i c e r  
u n t i l  he took over  t h e  new b a t t a l i o n .  

10: I t ' s  my understanding from Colonel HENDERSON t h a t  
he continued i n  t h e  capaci ty  o r  moved i n t o  t h e  job of 
execut ive  o f f i c e r  u n t i l  such t i m e  t h a t  he took t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
over and Major MCKNIGHT continued t o  be S3. 

Q- General KOSTER, who was your a i d e  a t  t h a t  time? 
Did you have one t h a t  normally t r a v e l l e d  wi th  you and d i d  
th ings  wi th  you? 

A .  Captain ROBERTS. Captain Daniel  ROBERTS, who i s  
s t a t i o n e d  a t  F o r t  Lewis, Washington. 

Q What i s  h i s  grade a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  time? 

A .  Captain.  

Q =  Would he have kept  f o r  you a l o g  o r  a d i a r y  of 
your t r a v e l s  o r  where you have been which might be h e l p f u l  
i n  you r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  your t r a v e l s ,  i f  we could o b t a i n  such 
a document o r  information from him? 

A .  He monitored a l l  t ransmiss ions  over  t h e  r ad io .  
He sometimes was where he could hear  d i scuss ions  o r  whatnot. 
He seldom was i n  t h e  o f f  i c e  when people came i n t o  t h e  o f f  i c e  
and t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g .  I d o n ' t  know i f  any log was kept  
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a s  t o  s p e c i f i c a l l y  where I had been and t h i s  s o r t  of th ing .  

Q Well, General KOSTER, a s  you know, t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p
between a genera l  o f f i c e r  and h i s  a i d e  is  q u i t e  an i n t i m a t e  
one a s  a genera l  r u l e .  From your knowledge of your r e l a t i o n -
sh2p wi th  Captain ROBERTS, could he shed any l i g h t  on t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  we a r e  undertaking a t  the  p r e s e n t  time? 

A .  He might -with r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  message t h a t  I had 
from somebody a t  sometime reyarding  the  r e t u r n  of t h e  company 
i n t o  an a rea .  H e  could poss ib ly  a s  t o  when o r  how f r e q u e n t l y  
Colonel HENDERSON came t o  the  o f f i c e  t o  r e p o r t  t o  me. Other 
than  t h a t ,  I doubt t h a t  he would add any s i g n i f i c a n t  information.  

Q- General KOSTER, t h e  e n t r y  t h a t  I read  t o  you t h a t  
we received over t h e  phone from t h e  log  i n d i c a t e s  on t h e  
af ternoon of t h e  1 6 t h ,  from 1645 u n t i l  1715, you accompanied 
General DOLEMAN t o  F i r e  Support Base Dot t i e .  Would t h i s  h e l p  3' 
you i n  any way t o  f i x  t h e  time when you had a d i scuss ion  a 

CV
concerning t h e  r e t u r n  of C/1/20 through My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  General DOLEMAN wanted t o  s t a y  a t  
t h e  l l t h  Brigade overnight  and n o t  a t  my headquar ters .  I 
dropped him of f  t h e r e  one n i g h t .  This d i scuss ion  could have 
been on the  r e t u r n  from having dropped him o f f  a t  Duc Pho. 
This would have been about t h e  t ime,  although I would have t o  
e s t ima te  it would have been between Duc Pho and back again ,  
unless  he was c a r r i e d  from t h e r e  by a l l t h  Brigade sh ip .  I 
am p o s i t i v e  General DOLEMAN was n o t  i n  the  a i r c r a f t  i f  t h i s  
was the  occasion t h a t  t h c  t ransmiss ion  took p lace .  

Q We know £]-om Colonel HENDERSON 's testimony t h a t  
sometime i n  t h e  af te rnoon he had t o  r e t u r n  t o  Duc Pho t o  
meet General DOLEMAN. This  was subsequent t o  h i s  t a l k i n g  t o  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  colrmander i n  Quang Ngai Ci ty  about noontime. I t  
would appear l o g i c a l  t h a t  General DOLEMAN came t o  F i r e  Support 
Base Bronco and then  proceeded t o  F i r e  Support Base Dot t i e .  
Did he r i d e  on your h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. I took h i m  i n  some of t h e  area, b u t  I 'm not  
p o s i t i v e  whether I took him from Dottie--I  d o n ' t  know. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  landing  a t  Dot t i e  wi th  him o r  
jo in ing  him t h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  Dot t ie .  I r e c a l l  I 
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was wi th  h i m  p a r t  of t h e  t ime, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  when. 

MR MACCRATE: General KOSTER, another  ques t ion  asked General 
YOUNG was as  fo l lows:  "Did you ever  s e e  t h e  w r i t t e n  repor t?"  
Now, t h i s  i s  r e f e r r i n g  back on t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  t h a t  
followed on t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t .  "Answer: I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  see ing  
t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ,  s i r .  I r e c a l l  s ee ing  Colonel HENDERSON 
i n  General KOSTER's o f f i c e  s e v e r a l  days a f t e r  I had been 
t o l d  t h a t  he made h i s  o r a l  r e p o r t  and he had some papers 
with him. That i s  t h e  only time I can r e c a l l  s ee ing  the  
r e p o r t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l - - I  am s u r e  I d i d n ' t  read the  r e p o r t  
because t h i s  was a mat ter  between Colonel HENDERSON and 
General KOSTER." You had given i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  General 
YOUNG with r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  mat ter .  

Did you regard t h i s ,  s i r ,  a s  something between 
you and Colonel HENDERSON? Does t h i s  a c c u r a t e l y  r e f l e c t  the 
s i t u a t i o n  as  you conceive of it a t  t h a t  t ime,  i n s o f a r  a s  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  inqu i ry  t h a t  was be ing  conducted a t  t h a t  
t i m e  was concerned? 

A. No, sir.  A s  f a r  a s  I was concerned I f e l t  t h a t  
General YOUNG was involved i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  t h e  same 
e x t e n t  I was. 

MR MACCRATE: Thank you. 

MR WEST: Did you have a r e g u l a r  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  during 
that time? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I d id .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  h i s  name, s i r ?  

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  I changed h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s  towards 
the end of my t o u r .  I am s u r e  t h i s  i s  something t h a t  t h e  
a i d e  could g ive  you. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q- I suppose he would have been somebo2y ou t  of t h e  
14 th  B a t t a l i o n ?  

A. I n i t i a l l y  from t h e  14 th ,  b u t  he was i n  t h e  123d 
t h e  bulk of the  time. 

Q. I f  I could f i n d  a l i s t ,  do you suppose it would 
r e f r e s h  your memory? 

A. Yes, sir .  
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(MR WEST hands a r o s t e r  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s . )  

Q -
s i r .  

Here i s  a r o s t e r  which might r e f r e s h  your  memory, 

(No response .  ) 

(The w i t n e s s  hands t h e  r o s t e r  back t o  MR WEST.) 

I b e l i e v e  we can g e t  it from ano the r  s o u r c e ,  sir. 
Thank you. 

I0: Do you have any a d d i t i o n a l  s t a t emen t  t h a t  you 
would l i k e  t o  make, General  KOSTER, o r  do you have anyth ing  
t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  b r i n g  to t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of anyone 
p r e s e n t  i n  t h i s  room? 

A .  Only t h a t  I c a n ' t  imagine why t h e r e  i s n ' t  some 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  one o f  t h e s e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t s  as a minimum 
because I am very  p o s i t i v e  i n  my own mind tha t - -a  few of 
t h e s e  d i s c u s s i o n s  t h a t  I mentioned--I d o n ' t  s e e  how I could 
have b u i l t  t h i s  up i n  my own mind t o  t h e  ex t en t - - I  f e e l  
t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  sequence and t h i s  i s  t h e  way it was. I 
d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  w r i t t e n  p o r t i o n  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
what I have been c a l l i n g  t h e  second i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  came b e f o r e  
t h i s  subsequent  one. I would s a y  i t ' s  conce ivab le  t h a t  I 
would have t o l d  C0101iel HENDERSON, "You've given it t o  m e  
o ra l l y . .  N O I ~  p u t  it i n  w r i t i n g  and g i v e  me t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  
t h e  people  concerned." That  i s n ' t  t h e  way I remember it. 
I do r e c a l l  a conve r sa t ion  w i t h  General  YOUNG ve ry  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
about  a r e p o r t  t h a t  w a s n ' t  adequate .  A f t e r  s e e i n g  t h e  one 
t h a t  w e  have on d i s p l a y  h e r e ,  I am s u r e  t h a t  must have been 
t h e  one we had d i s c u ~ j s e d .  I am s u r e  t h a t  t h e  f i n a l  one we 
had o r  one w i t h  s t a t e m e n t s  w a s  one t h a t  I gave t o  Colonel  
PARSON. Those two t h i n g s  I a m  a b s o l u t e l y  s u r e  o f .  I n  my 
own mind I was convinced t h a t  t h e  sequence was t h e  way t h a t  
I i n d i c a t e d  it t o  you. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h a t  sequence 
might have been a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t ,  b u t  because of  t h e  way 
I remembered t h e  two s p e c i f i c  occas ions  I thought  t h i s  w a s  
t h e  way it had developed and s t i l l  do. I was p o s i t i v e  t h a t  
t h e r e  would be  some r e c o l l e c t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e s e  i n d i v i -
d u a l s  t h a t  would have confirmed p o r t i o n s  of t h i s  a t  least .  

Q General  KOSTER, j u s t  t o  break i n  f o r  a moment, 
would it have been conce ivab le  t h a t  you thought  t h a t  General  
YOUNG was fo l lowing  through on t h i s  and General  YOUNG, on t h e  
o t h e r  hand, thought  t h a t  you had p icked  up t h e  b a l l  and h e  
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w a s  t h e r e f o r e  complete ly  d ivorced  from it and t h e  whole t h l n g ,  
more o r  less, might have s l i p p e d  through t h e  c r a c k  and n o t  
r e c e i v e d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  was due i t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  n o t  t h e  way I remember it. I thought  I 
had p r e t t y  f i r m l y  p l aced  him i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of looking  i n t o  
t h i s  o r  a t  l e a s t  s u p e r v i s i n g  t h e  looking  i n t o  it. I d o n ' t  
see how t h a t  would have happened. I t  would appear  t h a t ,  from 
h i s  t e s t imony ,  e i t h e r  he does n o t  r e c a l l  o r  perhaps  it d i d .  

a - D o  you have any th ing  a d d i t i o n a l  a t  t h i s  t ime t h a t  
you would l i k e  t o  c a l l  t o  o u r  a t t e n t i o n ,  and t h e r e  is no h u r r y ?  

A. I ' m  a f r a i d  I h a v e n ' t  any th ing  t h a t  I can b r i n g  
t o  your  a t t e n t i o n .  

10: I n  c l o s i n g  t h i s  s e s s i o n  I would l i k e  you t o  know 
t h a t  we  a r e  n o t  going t o  l e a v e  a s i n g l e  s t o n e  unturned i n  
t a k i n g  t e s t imony ,  i n  l o c a t i n g  documents, o r  any o t h e r  m a t t e r  
which b e a r s  up'on t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  t r y  t o  p i e c e  
t o g e t h e r  a s  a c c u r a t e  a  p i c t u r e  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and t h e  cir-
cumstances t h a t  e x i s t e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  as w e  p o s s i b l y  can.  

You have been through one long  s e s s i o n  y e s t e r d a y  
and a b r i e f  one today and I would be  s u r e  y o u ' l l  be t h i n k i n g  
about  t h i s .  I f  any th ing  comes t o  your  mind which would as-
sist u s ,  we w i l l  be  very  happy f o r  you t o  g e t  i n  touch  w i t h  
us a t  t h i s  o f f i c e  and w e  -can have you h e r e  i n  s h o r t  o r d e r .  

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  as w e  c o l l e c t  a d d i t i o n a l  t es t imony,  
a d d i t i o n a l  ev idence ,  and a s  w e  s e e  t h i n g s  pe rhaps  i n  a d i f -
f e r e n t  l i g h t ,  w e  may g e t  i n  touch w i t h  you aga in  t o  p rov ide  
you a d i f f e r e n t  p i c t u r e  of  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  w e  have 
developed a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  s o  I t h i n k  w e  w i l l  have t o  l e a v e  it 
a t  t h a t  f o r  t h e  moment. 

A. There  is  no ev idence  on t h e  p a r t  of  any of t h e s e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  we had t h i s  t ype  of  a sequence? 

Q. W e  have ev idence ,  of  cou r se ,  a s  f a r  as t h e  o r a l  
r e p o r t  is  concerned t h a t  would appear  f a i r l y  c o n s i s t e n t .  A s  
f a r  as t h e  one w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  i s  concerned ,  we have t h a t  a s  
a m a t t e r  of r e c o r d ,  s o  w e  know t h i s  was r e c e i v e d .  We have ,  
t h u s  f a r ,  n o t  l o c a t e d  anybody i n  your  h e a d q u a r t e r s  who r e c a l l s  
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rece iv ing  o r  see ing  such a r e p o r t  o r  d i r e c t i n g  such a r e p o r t .  

Now, w e  have n o t  t a l k e d  t o  very many people i n  
your headquar ters .  Thus f a r  we have only t a l k e d  t o  Colonel 
PARSON. We've t a l k e d  t o  one of your A D C ' s ,  General YOUNG. 
W e  d i d  n o t  t a l k  t o  your o t h e r  ADC, b u t  f r a n k l y ,  he could no t  
shed any l i g h t  on t h i s .  He had j u s t  jo ined ,  s o  he would 
l o g i c a l l y  n o t  have much knowledge and i f  he d id  it would 
probably be hearsay. He gave us a f i n e  p i c t u r e  of t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  he stepped i n t o  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  was 
concerned, b u t  he could n o t  shed any l i g h t  on t h i s .  

We a r e  going t o  t a l k  t o  q u i t e  a few people i n  
your headquar ters  be fo re  we f i n i s h .  

A. You t a l k e d  t o  t h e  two, who, a s  f a r  a s  I am con-
cerned,  were indica ted-- i f  they a r e  a t  a l o s s  t o  col laborate--
cor robora te  what I have s a i d  h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  know of anyone e l s e  
who would be because I thought they had been very much i n  t h e  
know on t h i s .  

Q For your informat ion ,  some of t h e  people t h a t  we 
a r e  going t o  t a l k  t o  inc lude  t h e  s t a f f  judge advocate,  and 
I b e l i e v e  you had a change along t h i s  t ime,  too .  

A. Yes, s i r ,  b u t  i f  t h e s e  two do n o t  have knowledge 
of it, I am s u r e  he would no t .  

@ True, b u t  I a l s o  plan t o  t a l k  t o  the  I G ,  G 2 ,  G3, 
and we a r e  going t o  t a l k  t o  a s s i s t a n t s  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of the  
ch ie f  of s t a f f .  I b e l i e v e ,  a t  t h i s  t ime,  you had a Major 
BEASLEY i n  t h e r e ,  i f  I am n o t  mistaken. 

A. I b e l i e v e  he moved be fo re  I l e f t ,  b u t  whether 
he was s t i l l  he re  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q There i s  some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  he was.* We a r e  
going t o  t a l k  t o  him. 

I f  you can th ink  of any a d d i t i o n a l  i n d i v i d u a l s  
t h a t  could shed l i g h t  on t h i s ,  I would very much apprec ia te  
it i f  you would g e t  i n  touch with u s ,  and I w i l l  a l s o  say f o r  
your informat ion ,  we a r e ,  a t  a l a t e r  d a t e ,  g o i n g . t o  t a l k  again 
t o  General YOUNG. W e  a r e  a l s o  going t o  t a l k  t o  Colonel PARSON 
again.  

A. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  I ' m  s u r e  he had t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  
wi th  t h e  evidence t h a t  had been provided by Colonel 
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HENDERSON a s  t h e  l a s t  time I ever  saw it. 

Q* Would you r e p e a t  again f o r  our  benefTt ,  a t  tFds 
ttme, your d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h i s  document t h a t  was supposed t o  
have been submitted a s  t h e  formal r e p o r t ?  

A. I t  cons i s t ed  of s e v e r a l  s t a t ements ,  s igned 
s tatements .  Colonel BARKER had s igned something and Colonel 
HENDERSON had s igned whatever brought it t o  me a t  l e a s t .  

Q. Probably a l e t t e r  of t r a n s m i t t a l  o r  indorsement? 

A. I t  could have been t h a t .  I d o n ' t  remember spec i -  

f i c a l l y .  


Q- Were t h e r e  any overlays? 

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  about how many pages the body of 
t h e  document cons i s t ed  o f ?  

A. I t h i n k  I ind ica ted  yes terday  t h e r e  was a s  many 
as  20 and conceivably more. 

Q. T h a t ' s  of tes t imony,  b u t  t h e  document i t s e l f ?  
Was it a t h i c k  document t h a t  went i n t o  d e t a i l ,  o r  was it a 
comparatively abbrevia ted  document? 

A. I d o n ' t  th ink  t h e  document i t s e l f  was more than 
a few pages. 

Q. Who would you normally ask t o  review t h a t  kind 
of a document? 

A. I t  would normally have been reviewed, i f  it was a 
ques t ion  of l e g a l  s u f f i c i e n c y ,  by t h e  judge advocate genera l ,  
b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  a t  t h a t  s t a g e  we were o r  had a  ques t ion  of 
l e g a l  s u f f i c i e n c y  as  such. I would th ink  t h a t  General YOUNG, 
who had heard much of t h e  o r a l ,  a t  l e a s t  h e  had relayed t o  me 
some of t h e  o r a l  tes t imony,  would have read  it over  and I am 
s u r e  t h a t  we d iscussed  it. 

One th ing  on t h e  t iming. I r e c a l l ,  I r e l a t e d  it 
t o  t h e  f i r s t  w r i t t e n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  as  r e a l l y  being brought 
t o  my a t t e n t i o n  a f t e r  I re turned  from Hawaii. I t  i s  con-
ce ivab ie  t h a t  i f  I had seen it befo re  I went t o  Hawaii I 
could have d i r e c t e d  t h i s  subsequent i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and t h a t ' s  
what they had wa i t ing  f o r  me when I came back. But I r e c a l l  
a s  I came back, Colonel PARSON and General YOUNG were t e l l i n g  
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me about what had t r a n s p i r e d .  They s a i d ,  "We have t h e  
r e p o r t  from HENDERSON. " I 've been of t h e  opinion t h a t  it 
was t h i s  f i r s t  w r i t t e n  one and t h a t  was t h e  time t h e  ques t ion  
of , "I t ' s  j u s t  n o t  adequate ,"  came up. That conversat ion 
conceivably could have taken p lace  before  I went on R&R and 
what was wa i t ing  for me when I came back was t h i s  t h i n g  t h a t  
I r e c a l l  as  t h e  formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I th ink  t h a t  i s  con-
ce ivable .  

I would no t  have thought t h a t  t h e  sequence of 
these  two r e p o r t s  could have been changed because it was 
t h e  documented one t h a t  I f e l t  included t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
s o  t o  speak. Perhaps it i s  conceivable t h a t  t h i s  o t h e r  one 
followed as  an a f t e r  thought ,  but  i f  s o ,  I c a n ' t  understand 
where I got  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  General YOUNG and I agreed t h a t  
t h e r e  was something inadequate .  

Q The one t h i n g  t h a t  does s t and  ou t  i n  your mind 
is  t h e  d i scuss ion  with General YOUNG concerning what t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  had t o l d  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q A s  I r e c a l l  your testimony yes terday?  

A. Yes, sir. He came i n t o  my o f f i c e  and s a t  down 
and t o l d  me t h a t  very s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q. What w a s  t h e  im2ression t h a t  you gained from what 
General YOUNG had t o l d  you? 

A. Genera l ly ,  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON had found t h i s  
young man t o  be r a t h e r  e x c i t a b l e ;  t h a t  t h e  young man had 
n o t  seen anybody massacre anybody o r  k i l l  anyone, t o  t h e  b e s t  
t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  b u t  he had seen  some bodies .  He f e l t  
t h a t  the  t roops  had h e n  shoot ing  more than was needed f o r  
t h e  oppos i t ion  be ing  rece ived ,  bu t  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON 
f e l t  t h e r e  were some d i sc repanc ies  i n  h i s  s t o r y .  I th ink  
t h a t  was genera l ly  t h e  g i s t  of it. 

Q I t h i n k  it may be wise t o  i n d i c a t e  t o  you, General 
KOSTER, we've asked you s e v e r a l  ques t ions  along t h i s  l i n e  
about whom Colonel HENDERSON t a l k e d  t o  and t h e l e n t i r e  d e t a i l .  

Now, w e  do n o t  have t h e  l a s t  r e p o r t ,  s o  we have 
no b a s i s  of judgment a t  t h i s  t ime,  bu t  I w i l l  say t h a t  we 
have some p r e t t y  s t r o n g  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON'S 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was s u p e r f i c i a l  a t  b e s t .  So t h i s  i s  where we 
a r e  s i t t i n g  a t  t h e  p resen t  moment. 

CKOSTER) 132  APP T-20 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Is t h e r e  anything t h a t  you f e e l  might be added 
as f a r  as General KOSTER i s  concerned a t  t h i s  time? 

MR MACCRATE: There i s  one aspec t  of what was repor ted  t o  
you t h a t  I would be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  having your r e c o l l e c t i o n  
upon a t  t h i s  time and t h a t  i s  t h e  oppos i t ion  t h a t  was 
a c t u a l l y  being rece ived  which you j u s t  r e f e r r e d  a t  the  
t i m e  of t h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ' s  r e p o r t  t h a t  when the  
h e l i c o p t e r  landed and the  gunship landed,  what was t h e  r e p o r t  
as t o  t h e  oppos i t ion  t h a t  t h e  f o r c e s  were then  rece iv ing?  
Was t h e r e  r epor ted  t o  you a  c r o s s f i r e  o r  w a s  it e s s e n t i a l l y  
without  oppos i t ion  t h a t  t h e  f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s  were advancing? 

A. As I r e c a l l ,  a t  t h a t  t ime,  I would have s a i d  
they  were e s s e n t i a l l y  without  oppos i t ion ,  b u t  I a m  no t  s u r e  
what it had been p r i o r  t o  t h e  landing  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s .  
I never g o t  t h e  impression t h a t  t h e r e  was a g r e a t  d e a l  of 
f i r i n g  a t  our ground t roops .  I n  o the r .words ,  t h i s  wasn ' t  
i n  any sense  a  heavy a c t i o n ,  b u t  t h e r e  could have been 
sporad ic  rounds coming a t  them. 

Q. Or t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  w e r e  l and ing  i n  a  cross-
f i r e ?  

A. . I d o n ' t  know t h a t  I ever  had t h a t  impression. 

I0: We w i l l  r ecess  u n t i l  1630 hours.  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1556 hours ,  1 6  December 
1969. ) 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1017 hour s ,  18 February 
1970. J 

I0: .The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL MILLER, and MAJ LYNN. 

The h e a r i n g  r e c a l l s  Major General  KOSTER. 

(MG KOSTER was r e c a l l e d ,  reminded t h a t  he  was s t i l l  
under o a t h ,  and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows  : )  

I0 : Genera l  KOSTER, I would l i k e  t o  be s u r e  that  you 
know everybody a t  t h i s  t a b l e .  You know M r .  MACCRATE, M r .  
WEST., and M r .  WALSH? 

A .  y e s ,  sir.  

Q Since  w e  l a s t  t a l k e d  t o  you, General  KOSTER, a long  
about  t h e  middle  of December, we have ga the red  a  tremendous 
amount of i n fo rma t ion  i n d i c a t i n g  what may have happened a t  My 
L a i ,  concerning t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of t h e  so -ca l l ed  i n c i d e n t ,  
concerning t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  
and a l s o  concerning t h e  reviews and s o  f o r t h  of t h e  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n s .  A l l  t o l d  up t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a t e  we've t a l k e d  t o  
about  360 people  of v a r i o u s  r a n k s ,  v a r i o u s  job p o s i t i o n ,  and 
s o  on. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  w e  hz;e assembled a l a r g e  number of docu-
ments r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  which I j u s t  mentioned.  We've 
had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  v i s i t  South Vietnam. There we t a i k e d  
t o  t h e  people  o f  Headquar ters  MACV, USARV, I11 W, and t h e  
America1 Div i s ion .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t ,  we h3.ve a l s o  had them 
go through t h e i r  f i l e s  t o  s e e  what papers  t hey  could  p rov ide  
r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  o r  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of  it. I n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h a t ,  we a l s o  had a team of o u r  people  who w e r e  f a m i l i a r  
w i t h  what t hey  shou ld  be looking  f o r  a s s i s t  them going through 
t h e  f i l e s  t o  see i f  t hey  could f i n d  any pape r s  r e l a t i n g  t o  
t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I mus t  s a y ,  p a r t i - c u l a r i y  with respect t o  t h e  
America1 D i v i s i o n ,  t h a t  ou r  e f f o r t s  met w i t h  a lmos t  t o t a l l y  
n e g a t i v e  r e s u l t s .  Th i s  i s  a p o i n t  I wish t o  d i s c u s s  w i t h  you 
a l i t t l e  l a t e r  on. 

A. y e s ,  sir.  

Q - W e  a l s o  v i s i t e d  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade ,  and h e r e  a g a i n ,  
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we found p r a c t i c a l l y  nothing.  We t a l k e d  t o  t h e  people t h e r e  
about c e r t a i n  documents and s o  on. Above and beyond th i s ,  we 
a l s o  went t o  Headquarters,  2d ARVN Divis ion ,  and t a lked  t o  
General TOAN whom you knew as a colonel  when you were with 
him. Also we took some documentation from him. I n  a s i m i l a r  
sense ,  we v i s i t e d  the  province and t a l k e d  t o  Colonel K H I E N ,  who 
was j u s t  being replaced as  t h e  province c h i e f .  We t a lked  t o  
him and a l s o  t a l k e d  t o  h i s  successor ,  Colonel B I N H .  We a l s o  
t a l k e d  t o  t h e  province advisory people who were t h e r e  a t  t h a t  
t ime,  and s i n c e  then we've t a l k e d  t o  a g r e a t  number of the  
advisory people who were a t  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion  and t h e  ad- 
v i so ry  group i n  Quang Ngai Province.  I n  a s i m i l a r  sense ,  we 
covered Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  inc luding  t a l k i n g  t o  now Captain 
TAN who i s  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  time i n  
Quang Ngai Province headquarters .  We have a l s o  t a lked  t o  a 
l a r g e  number of t h e  people who a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  with the  Son 
Tinh D i s t r i c t  headquar ters .  We d i d  have an oppor tuni ty  t o  
v i s i t  LZ dot ti^. We v i s i t e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai ( 4 ) ,  which 
we f i n d  i n  Vietnamese terminology i s  known as a Thuan Yen, 
a subhamlet of Tu Cuny , a hamlet of Son My Vi l l age .  And we 
g o t  t h i s  whole mat ter  s t r a i g h t e n e d  o u t  about the  a c t u a l  organ- 
i z a t i o n  of Son My Vi l lage .  I n  t h e  v i l l a g e  we were ab le  t o  
p i n  down a  few of t h e  th ings  t h a t  we had heard i n  testimony, 
p i n  them down as  t o  l o c a t i o n ,  and what had t r a n s p i r e d ,  and 
s o  on. W e  a l s o  t a lked  t o  some of t h e  Vietnamese who had been 
t h e r e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h e  time of t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  Subseuuent 
t o  t h a t  t ime,  we were a b l e  t o  o v e r f l y  t h e  a r e a  and t ake  a good 
look a t  n o t  only My Lai ( 4 ) ,  b u t  t h e  a r e a  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  t o  t h e  
south of My Lai  (1), and g e n e r a l l y  t h e  a r e a  of B/4/3. Also, 
w e  d i d  o v e r f l y  where A/3/1 was, b u t  a t  t h a t  time it d id  not  
s e e m  t o o  important .  

The th ing  I would l i k e  t o  say i s  t h a t  when w e  
t a l k e d  t o  you be fo re ,  we l o g i c a l l y  were t r y i n g  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  
and t o  f i g u r e  ou t  what had happened. But a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime,  
w i t h  t h e  information t h a t  we have, we t h i n k  t h a t  we have q u i t e  
a  b i t  of information.  With t h i s  informat ion  we may be a b l e  t o  
h e l p  you i n  c l a r i f y i n g  some of t h e  p o i n t s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  your 
p r i o r  testimony. 

A. Ye-s, s i r .  

Q. Before we g e t  down t o  any ques t ion ing ,  I w i l l  aslc 
Colonel MILLER t o  advise you of t h e  necessary i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  
and I must a l s o  add t h a t  he w i l l  advise you as  t o  the  t h i n g s  
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which we may s u s p e c t  you o f .  

A.  y e s ,  sir. 

COL MILLER: Gene ra l ,  when you appeared b e f o r e  General  PEERS 
on 15 December, h e  informed you t h a t  you were s u s p e c t  of hav- 
i n g  conunitted c e r t a i n  o f f e n s e s  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  Uniform 
Code of  M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e ,  and I then  went over  your  r i g h t s  t o  
l e g a l  counse l  and your t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s  accorded under 
A r t i c l e  31, Uniform Code of M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e .  To r e f r e s h  
your  memory I w i l l  r e p e a t  what General  PEERS s a i d  a t  t h a t  
t i m e .  I a m  q u o t i n g  now from t h e  t r a n s c r i p t :  

"I have j u s t  s t a t e d  t h e  scope and t h e  purpose of  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  You, a s  t h e  America1 o r  23d 
D i v i s i o n  commander, a t  t h e  t i m e  and f o r  some t i m e  
a f t e r  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t ,  were s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  i n  
t h e  c h a i n  of command. Fur thermore,  ev idence  re-
ce ived  t o  d a t e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  you were p e r s o n a l l y  
informed of s e v e r a l  of t h e  even t s  which are of 
importance i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t h a t  you 
i s s u e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  and r ece ived  some r e p o r t s  con-
c e r n i n g  a l l e g e d  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  s h o o t i n g ,  a f t e r  ac- 
t i o n  r e p o r t s ,  and o t h e r  in format ion  r e l e v a n t  and 
m a t e r i a l  t o  t h e  m a t t e r s  under i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  There 
i s  now some ev idence  which r a i s e s  t h e  s u s p i c i o n  
t h a t  d u r i n g  and a f t e r  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t  you w e r e  
n e g l i g e n t  o r  d e r e l i c t  i n  complying w i t h ,  o r  even 
i n  d i r e c t  v i o l a t i o n  o f ,  o r d e r s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  and i n v e s t i g a t i n g  of 
a l l e g e d  wounding and k i l l i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s ,  t h a t  
i s  w a r  cr imes.  " 

Not t h a t  you w e r e  g u i l t y ,  b u t  t h e s e  were t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  came 
i n .  

" F u r t h e r ,  t h a t  you may have e i t h e r  suppressed  o r  
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  suppres s ion  of i n fo rma t ion  per -  
t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  p o s s i b l e  unlawful  k i l l i n g  of c i v i -
l i a n s  a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  and v i c i n i t y  on o r  about  16 
March 1968. Such a c t s  would be i n  v i o l a t i o n  of  
o r d e r s  o r  r e g u l a t i o n s  and would a l s o  c o n s t i t u t e  
d e r e l i c t i o n  of du ty .  I am c a l l i n g  t h i s  t o  your 
a t t e n t i o n  because you have been c a l l e d  a s  a 
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w i tness .  However, be fo re  ques t ion ing  begi'ns I 
wanted you t c  be informed a s  t o  my s u s p i c i o n s  and 
t o  g ive  you time t o  th ink  over and determine i n  
your mind whether you wish t o  seek l e g a l  counsel 
and t o  decide whether you a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  g ive  t e s -  
timony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n . "  

Af te r  you had been advised of t h i s  and your t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s  
and counsel ,  you r e c a l l  t h a t  you e l e c t e d  t o  t e s t i f y  without  
counsel p r e s e n t ,  and you d id  s o  t e s t i f y  on t h e  15th  and, I 
b e l i e v e ,  t h e  16th  of December. 

Before we proceed f u r t h e r ,  I wish t o . i n f o r m  you 
that you a r e  now suspected of having committed t h e  following 
o f fenses ,  which I s h a l l  r e l a t e  i n  a  moment. These do no t  con-
s t i t u t e  charges o r  formal a l l e g a t i o n s ,  b u t  they a r e  o f fenses  
of which you a r e  suspected on t h e  b a s i s  of a l l  evidence which 
is  now befo re  General PEERS: 

F i r s t  is  a f a i l u r e  t o  obey, o r  v i o l a t i o n  o f ,  
genera l  r e g u l a t i o n s  concerning t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of knowledge, 
informat ion ,  and r e p o r t s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  a l l e g e d ,  suspected ,  
o r  apparent  war crimes.  More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  you a r e  r e f e r r e d  
t o  MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4 which requ i red  t h i s  r e p o r t i n g .  

Second i s  d e r e l i c t i o n  of duty wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  
your a c t i o n s  o r  f a i l u r e  t o  a c t  on r e p o r t s  and information 
concerning t h e  a l l eged  unlawful k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  by Arneri- 
can t roops  i n  t h e  Son My, o r  t h e  My La i ,  Tu Cung a rea  of Viet-
nam on o r  about 1 6  t o  18 March 1968. The suspected d e r e l i c t i o n  
is n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  those d a t e s ,  bu t  extends t o  t h e  subsequent 
a c t i o n s  o r  f a i l u r e s  t o  a c t  con t ra ry  t o  what you may have been 
requ i red  t o  do i n  the  proper performance of your d u t i e s .  

Thi rd ,  having appeared before  General  PEERS on t h e  
1 5 t h  and 1 6 t h  of December and t e s t i f i e d  under oa th  t o  t e l l  
t h e  whole t r u t h ,  you a r e  now suspected of having withheld 
r e l e v a n t  and m a t e r i a l  information about m a t t e r s  concerning 
which you were asked ques t ions  and of having t e s t i f i e d  f a l s e l y  
under oath.  The g iv ing  of f a l s e  testimony under oath c o n s t i -  
t u t e s  f a l s e  swearing i n  v i o l a t i o n  of A r t i c l e  134, Uniform 
Code of M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e .  

Fourth and f i n a l l y ,  you a r e  suspected  of 
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suppres s ion  of and  consp i racy  t o  suppres s  i n fo rma t ion  and 
r e p o r t s  conce rn ing ,  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f ,  unlawful  acts  
a l l e g e d l y  committed by American t r o o p s ,  t h a t  i s  Task Force  
Barker ,  du r ing  t h e  Task Force Barker o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Son My 
o r  My Lai  a r e a  o f  Vietnam dur ing  t h e  p e r i o d  16 t o  18  March 
1968. The in fo rma t ion  and r e p o r t s  and t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which 
you a r e  suspec t ed  of suppres s ing  o r  c o n s p i r i n g  t o  suppres s  
concerned a l l e g e d ,  r e p o r t e d ,  s e r i o u s  o f f e n s e s  which a r e  i n  
v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  laws of war and t h e  Uniform Code of Military 
J u s t i c e .  The a c t s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a r e  unlawful  a c t s  which were 
a l l e g e d l y  committed by Task Force Barker pe r sonne l  and i n c l u d e  
such o f f e n s e s  a s  murder,  a r son ,  and d e s t r u c t i o n  of p rope r ty .  

I ' d  l i k e  t o  r ead  n e x t  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  of your  
t e s t i m o n i a l  and your  counse l  r i g h t s .  

F i r s t  o f  a l l  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t es t imony,  you have 
t h e  r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t  and answer no q u e s t i o n s  a t  a l l .  \ 

Any s t a t e m e n t  you do make may be used i n  ev idence  QJ 
a g a i n s t  you i n  a c r i m i n a l  t r i a l .  (D

d 

You have t h e  r i g h t  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  counse l .  By CV 

counse l  I mean a q u a l i f i e d  lawyer.  You have a r i g h t  t o  have 
t h i s  counse l  w i t h  you a t  a l l  t i m e s  b e f o r e  t h i s  h e a r i n g  today .  
You have t h e  r i g h t  t o  r e t a i n  a c i v i l i a n  counse l  a t  your own 
expense,  o r  m i l i t a r y  counse l  w i l l  be  appoin ted  f o r  you a t  no 
expense t o  you. Your appoin ted  m i i i t a r y  c o u n s e l ,  i f  you wish  
one,  may be m i l i t a r y  counse l  of  your  choosing i f  he  is  reason-
a b l y  a v a i l a b l e .  I f  you wish  t o  be r e p r e s e n t e d  by counse l ,  
you would a l s o  have t h e  r i g h t  t o  have wi th  you b o t h  c i v i l i a n  
and appoin ted  m i l i t a r y  counse l .  I f  they  w e r e  h e r e  you could  
c o n s u l t  wi th  them a t  any t ime.  You can ask  f o r  a r e c e s s  any-
t i m e  you f e e l  it i s  necessary .  

On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  you may d e c i d e  t o  answer 
q u e s t i o n s  now w i t h o u t  having counse l  p r e s e n t .  I f  you do t h i s ,  
you may r e f u s e  t o  answer any q u e s t i o n  o r  s t o p  answering ques t -
iorts a t  any t i m e .  You would a l s o  have t h e  r i g h t  t o  r e q u e s t ,  
du r ing  such q u e s t i o n i n g ,  t h a t  counse l  be made a v a i l a b l e  t o  
you o r  t h a t  you have time t o  seek  c i v i l i a n  counse l .  

Gene ra l ,  would you l i k e  m e  t o  go over  any of t h i s  
m a t e r i a l  aga in?  

A .  No. 

Q Do you f u l l y  unders tand  i t ?  
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A. Y e s .  

a .  Do you w i s h  t o  have time t o  seek c l v i l l a n  counsel 
o r  would you l i k e  t o  have m i l i t a r y  counsel  appointed f o r  you? 

A. Not a t  t h i s  t ime. 

Q- You a r e ,  t h e n ,  w i l l i n g  t o  make a s ta tement  and t o  
answer ques t ions  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. I am. 

I0 : General KOSTER, I ' d  f i r s t  l i k e  t o  t a l k  about your 
d i scuss ion  on t h e  phone w i t h  Colonel HENDERSON. We've had so  
many d i f f e r e n t  ve r s ions  of th ings  p resen ted  by Colonel HENDER-
SON and a l s o  i n  reading  your testimony, reviewing it ,  reviewing 
your testimony t o  t h e  C I D ,  and t h e  a l t e r a t i o n s  you made i n  your 
testimony t o  t h e  C I D ,  it leads  me, and I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  can 
be confirmed t h e  same wi th  t h e  o t h e r  members of t h e  inves t iga -
t i o n  team who a r e  h e r e  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t h e ,  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t o  
a degree some of your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of what happened may have 
been condi t ioned by what Colonel HENDERSON may have t o l d  you on 
t h e  te lephone.  A s  a consequence, t h i n g s  may n o t  f i t  i n  e x a c t l y  
t h e  way they should,  s o  t o  speak. And I t h i n k  you recognize 
t h i s .  

A.  I w i l l  acknowledge t h a t ,  y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Because you were on a  searching  o r  f i s h i n g  expe-
d i t i o n  a t  t h a t  t ime t o  t r y  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  it i n  your own mind? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q So what I would l i k e  t o  say t o  you i s  t o  t r y ,  t o  
t h e  b e s t  of your a b i l i t y ,  t o  pu t  a s i d e  any of  t h e s e  th ings  
which Colonel,  HENDERSON may have t o l d  you. I know t h i s  i s  
n o t  any easy t h i n g ,  because s o  much has appeared i n  t h e  news-
papers  and on t e l e v i s i o n .  That confused w i t h  your own know-
ledge and a l s o  with what you may have had p l a n t e d  i n  your 
mind, it i s  n o t  easy t o  s o r t  a l l  of these  t h i n g s  out .  But 
I do t h i n k  it would be h e l p f u l  f o r  us i f  w e ' d  j u s t  t a l k  about 
your pure r e c o l l e c t  of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  you remember a s  t h e  
commander a t  t h a t  time. One of t h e  most d i f f i c z l t  t a s k s  f o r  
US has  been t o  t r y  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  sequence of events  wi tn  
r e s p e c t  t o  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  and where people were a t  s p e c i f i c  
t i m e s .  
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I have here  a check l i s t  which we have prepared,  
General KOSTER, which shows you where you were a t  c e r t a i n  t imes  
a s  i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  log  o r  logs  and a l s o  some of the  o t h e r  
d a t e s  which a r e  reasonably wel l  f i x e d .  

RCDR : The chronologica l  c h e c k l i s t  of a c t i v i t i e s  of Major 
General KOSTER w i l l  be en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  and marked a s  
Exhib i t  M-119. 

( I0  hands e x h i b i t  t o  wi tness . )  

I0 : Now, l e t ' s  put  t h i s  a s i d e ,  b u t  we w i l l  be r e f e r r i n g  
t o  it. I t  would appear t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  two s e p a r a t e  and r a t h e r  
d i s t i n c t  complaints o r  a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  were made s u b j e c t  t o  
r e p o r t s ?  

A.  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r .  

One was t h e  r e p o r t  which. was given t o  you by ' n
Q %i 
General YOUNG probably on Sunday t h e  17th a s  a r e s u l t  of CV 
Colonel HOLLADAY and Major WATKE coming t o  him and r e l a y i n g  
t h e  s t o r y  which Major WATKE had been given by M r .  THOMPSON. 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q I th ink  t h e  testimony i s  f a i r l y  clear on t h i s ,  t h a t  
this was i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  and you rece ived  an o r a l  r e p o r t .  

(Witness nods h i s  head i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

We have heard of i n s t r u c t i o n s  which were i ssued  t o  
have t h i s  pu t  i n  w r i t i n g ,  and we have been t o l d  t h a t  such a 
r e p o r t  was submitted expla in ing  t h e  THOMPSON a l l e g a t i o n s  by 
Colonel HENDERSON, j u s t  t o  t h e  THOMPSON a l l e g a t i o n ,  n o t  t o  
anything e l s e .  Now, according t o  Colonel HENDERSON t h i s  would 
ha re  been submitted sometime, t h e  d a t e s  a r e  s o r t  of open, b u t  
t o  t h e  b e s t  of h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  along about 4 t o  6 Apr i l .  That  
i s  why w e  have it here .  This  i s  n o t  f i rm,  b u t  i n  a l l  even t s ,  
t h i s  would have been t h e  complaint o r  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  of t h e  
warrant  o f f i c e r .  

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q. Now, subsequent t o  t h a t  t ime,  along about t h e  middle 
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of ~ p r i l ,t h e r e  was a l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  
of Son Tinh t o  t h e  province chief  which, of cour re ,  was de-
l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  province c h i e f .  But a copy of it was a l s o  s e n t  
t o  General TOAN. This i s  t h e  l e t t e r  da ted  about 11 A p r i l  i n  
which the  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  s u p p l i e s  information which has been 
provided him by a l e t t e r  he received from t h e  v i l l a g e  chief  of 
Son My. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  General TOAN rece iv ing  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  
Colonel G U I N N  of MACV--that's t h e  way i t ' s  t i t l e d - - o f  MACV 
Quang Nqai Sec to r  received an inzormation copy. Alsc,, t he  sub-
s e c t o r  adv i so r  a t  Son Tinh received a  cour tesy  copy. That 
was about t h e  middle of Apr i l .  The next  t h i n g  we know de-
f i n i t e l y  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  dated 
the  24th which i s  t i e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h i s  i e t t e r  of the  d i s t r i c t  
ch ief  t o  t h e  province ch ie f  and which was submitted t o  you 
soixetime i n  about t h a t  time frame. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  exac t ly  when 
you rece ived  it. You i n d i c a t e d  t o  us t h e  l a s t  time t h a t  you 
seemed t o  remember t ak ing  a c t i o n  on it when you re turned  from 
your R&R i n  Hawaii. 

A. S i r ,  it seems t o  me t h e r e  was something t h e r e  a t  
t h e  t ime, bu t  I ' m  no t  s u r e  whether it was t h a t  r e p o r t  o r  I 
had f ixed  i n  my mind t h a t  it was t h e  w r i t t e n  s ta tements  t h a t  
I saw a t  t h a t  time. I ' m  no t  p o s i t i v e .  

Q Well, it seems t h a t  sometime i n  h e r e ,  i n  t h i s  t i m e  
frame i n  mid-April,  t h a t  you t a l k e d  t o  Colonel TOAN? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I d id .  

Q- Now, we a l s o  have i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  you d r a f t e d  a 
l e t t e r  t o  Colonel HENDERSON po in t ing  ou t  t h e  fact--and now 
I ' m  r epea t ing  genera l ly  what we have heard--pointing o u t  t o  
Colonel HENDERSON t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you had rece ived  t h e s e  a l l e -
ga t ions  o r  information from Colonel TOAN covering t h e  in fo r -
mation repor ted  by t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ;  t h a t  you d i r e c t e d  Colo-
n e l  HENDERSON t o  conduct an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and r e p o r t ;  and 
t h a t  t o  t h i s  you may have appended a copy of t h e  11 Apr i l  
l e t t e r  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  

A .  I t  seems t o  me I d i r e c t e d  him t o  do something about 
it. T h a t ' s  why I thought t h e  next  s t e p  then  was t h e  submission 
of t h e  w r i t t e n  document, b u t  I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember it 
being i n  w r i t i n g  o r  how it went o r  t h e  sequence of it. 

Q Well, t h i s  sequence of even t s ,  f r a n k l y ,  i s  extremely 
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important ,  as f a r  as we ' re  concerned. 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q So we have been going over t h i s ,  as  I have ind i -
ca ted .  We d i d  t a l k  t o  TOAN. I do have copies  of  t h e  l e t t e r s ,  
which I w i l l  r e f e r  t o ,  t o  s e e  i f  we c a n ' t  r e b u i l d  t h i s .  We 
have even t a l k e d  t o  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r  whom you may n o t  
even remember. T h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r  of General TOAN, t h e n  
Colonel TOAN, was a chap by t h e  name of Major P H O ,  P-H-0. H e  
a t tended a meeting with you and with Colonel TOAN, and I b e l i e v e  
t h e  information is t h a t  Colonel HUTTER--

A.  ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  He could have been t h e r e .  

(2 The 2 d  ARVN Divis ion advisor  was p r e s e n t  when t h i s  
mat ter  was d iscussed .  So it would be h e l p f u l  t o  us i f  we \ 
could do t h i s .  Md I t h i n k  it might be h e l p f u l  i f  M r .  MACCRATE 
would go over some of t h e  testimony t h a t  we have concerning a t 
Sergeant  Major GERBERDING who i s  i n  t h e  11th Brigade and who c 
perhaps gave t h e  b e s t  s t o r y  t h a t  we 've heard as  f a r  a s  any in- c? 

e
s t r u c t i o n s  you may have i s sued  t o  Colonel HENDERSON. I ' m  n o t  
saying t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  way it happened. This  i s  only  one 
man's version.  

MR MACCRATE: We have n o t  seen  such a document, General KOSTER, 
s o  t h a t  we ,read you t h i s  testimony as  what Sergeant  Major 
GERSERDING,  who w a s  t h e  NCO i n  t h e  S2 shop a t  b r igade ,  r e c a l l s :  

"Q. Sergeant  major, you t o l d  us a l i t t l e  b i t  ago 
t h a t  you had understood t h a t  you had g o t t e n  a re -
p o r t  from I be l i eve  t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  concerning 
t h e  even t s  i n  My Lai ( 4 )  on 1 6  March 1968, some 
kind of  a r e p o r t .  Could you t e l l  us about t h i s ?  

"A. No, s i r ,  I d id  no t  say I rece ived  a r e p o r t .  
I handled correspondence i n  which a r e p o r t  was made 
about My Lai ( 4 ) .  The r e p o r t  d i d  no t  come t o  me o r  
t h e  S2 o f f i c e .  This  was correspondence which was 
addressed t o  t h e  America1 Division Commander which 
l a t e r  on came down t o  t h e  br igade  headquar ters .  

(KOSTER) 

' '9. Can you t e l l  us what you r e c a l l  about t h i s  
correspondence? 

"A. I t  was a l e t t e r  from t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander, 
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General KOSTER, t o  Colonel HENDERSON, a personal  
type correspondence which was answered by Colonel 
HENDERSON, and it was processed i n  my o f f i c e .  I t  
was given t o  me t o  type and process  a s  correspond-
ence and g e t  it out  t o  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  t o  
General  KOSTER. 

"Q. Do you remember about when t h i s  occurred? 

"A. The day, I do n o t  know e x a c t l y ,  s i r ,  bu t  I 
r e c a l l  some time i n  A p r i l ,  I t h i n k .  

"Q. Well, l e t ' s  r e f e r  now t o  when Task Force 
Barker was d i s so lved ,  which I b e l i e v e  was on t h e  
9 th .  I th ink  it was the  t h e  9 t h  of Apr i l .  Would 
you say it was be fo re  o r  a f t e r  t h i s ?  

"A. I ' m  su re  it was w e l l  a f t e r  Task Force Bar- 
k e r  was d i s so lved ,  s i r .  

"Q. This  occurred sometime a f t e r  t h e  9th? 

"A. I would say so.  

"Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  contents  of t h e  l e t t e r  from 
t h e  genera l  t o  Colonel HENDERSON? 

"A. Am I author ized  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  contents  of 
t h a t  l e t t e r  with-- 

"Q. ( In terpos ing)  Yes, you a r e ,  

"A. Well, it was a personal  l e t t e r  from General 
KOSTER t o  Colonel HENDERSON. Y o u  might say a 
person-to-person l e t t e r ,  and it s t a t e d  i n  t h e r e  
t h a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  of Son Tinh made a com-
p l a i n t  t o  t h e  province chief  of Quang Ngai t h a t  
dur ing  t h e  opera t ion  i n  March by Task Force Bar- 
k e r  t h a t  450 c i v i l i a n s ,  innocent  c i v i l i a n s ,  were 
k i l l e d  by Task Force Barker. That  correspondence, 
I presume, was re layed t o  t h e  2 d  ARVN Divis ion 
Commander who i n  t u r n  re layed it t o  General KOSTER 
of t h e  America1 Divis ion.  General  KOSTER wrote 
a personal  l e t t e r  t o  Colonel HENDERSON asking 
him t o  answer the  a l l e g a t i o n s  o r  s ta tements  made 
by t h i s  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  and Colonel HENDERSON 
formulated a r ep ly  t h a t  was typed and dispatched 
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"A. The d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  of  Son Tinh ,  y e s ,  sir.  

"Q. Y e s ,  he was t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  W e l l ,  i n  
any e v e n t ,  t h i s  was t h e  i n c l o s u r e  t o  General  
KOSTERDs l e t t e r ?  

"A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

"Q. Now, I b e l i e v e  you s a i d  you p repa red  o r  pro-
ces sed  t h e  r e p l y  from Colonel  HENDERSON t o  t h e  
General?  

"A. I t  w a s  g iven t o  me t o  have it typed .  S ince  
t h e  l e t t e r  was p e r s o n a l  and of a c o n f i d e n t i a l  
n a t u r e ,  I was t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  it r e c e i v e d  no 
p u b l i c i t y  and n o t  t o o  many people  hea rd  o r  knew 
about  it. " 

Subsequent ly ,  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  
t h e  l e t t e r  from you,  General  KOSTER, t o  Colonel  
as he seemed t o  r e c a l l  i t ,  and he was asked: 

"Q. Can you r e c a l l  t h e  t e x t  of  i t ?  

"A. S i r ,  I remember vaguely by g e n e r a l  terms it 
was the same a l l e g a t i o n  which you have seen i n  
t h i s .  I n  o t h e r  words, General  KOSTER s t a t e d  
t h a t  a l l e g a t i o n s  have been p r e s e n t e d  t o  him by 
h i s  Vietnamese c o u n t e r p a r t s  concerning a supposed 
massacre by U.S. f o r c e s  and t h a t  he d i r e c t e d  t h a t  
Colonel  HENDERSON conduct an immediate,  d e t a i l e d ,  
and thorough i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of the c i rcumstances  
and any f a c t s  concerning t h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s  by t h e  
Vietnamese. That  i s ,  i n  e s s e n c e ,  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
of Genera l  KOSTER; 

"Q. You s a y ,  " h i s  Vietnamese c o u n t e r p a r t s . '  Did 
he  s a y  who h i s  Vietnamese c o u n t e r p a r t  was? 

"A. W e l l ,  t h i s  was my te rminology ,  s ir .  I do 
n o t  remember t h e  e x a c t  wording b u t  what he was 
t a l k i n g  abou t ,  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  he had re -
ce ived  from Vietnamese channe ls  which came from 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander of t h e  2d  ARVN Div i s ion ,  
which you might c a l l  h i s  Vietnamese c o u n t e r p a r t ,  
sir. " 
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I0: This  is t h e  s i t u a t i o n  we have, General KOSTER. 
We have a very v i v i d  t a l k  wi th  Sergeant  Major GERBERDING who 
presented  himself  extremely we l l  before  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
But t h i s  i s  the  only  one t h a t  we know of t h a t  has ever  seen 
such a l e t t e r .  

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  such a l e t t e r  nor do I r e a l l y  
r e c a l l  any d i scuss ion  with Colonel TOAN o r  Colonel K H I E N  
o r  any of t h e s e  people p r i o r  t o  t h e  time a f t e r  our inves-
t i g a t i o n s  were p r e t t y  w e l l  completed when I went t o  s e e  i f  
they f e l t  t h e r e  w a s  reason t o  pursue t h i s  any f u r t h e r .  I n  
o t h e r  words, a s  I r e c a l l  t h e  way I learned about it was 
e i t h e r  see ing  t h e  propaganda l e a f l e t  o r  poss ib ly  t h e  l e t t e r ,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  ob ta in ing  any information from any of 
those  Vietnamese a u t h o r i t i e s  u n t i l ,  on my own i n s t i g a t i o n ,  
I' went around and t a l k e d  t o  them. 

Q Well, l e t  me read f o r  you j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  
of Colonel TOAN1s  testimony. M r .  MACCRATE and I t a l k e d  
t o  him i n  l a t e  December. He went on t o  say:  

"Q. This  has been most h e l p f u l ,  General TOAN, 
t o  t r y  t o  c l e a r  up some of these  p o i n t s .  Did 
Colonel HENDERSON a f t e r  t h i s  ever  t a l k  t o  you 
about My Lai ( 4 )  o r  Co Lay? Did Colonel HEN-
DERSON ever  come back t o  you a f t e r  t h a t  time 
and t a l k  t o  you about Tu Cung?" 

H i s  response was: 

"A. I d o n ' t  remember, b u t  I d i d n ' t  hea r  any-
t h i n g  from t h e  U.S. s i d e  about t h a t .  

"Q. Did General YOUNG o r  General KOSTER? 

"A. General KOSTER, a t  t h a t  time? 

"Q. Did he ever  t a l k  t o  you about i t ?  

"A. H e  came t o  see  me. I t o l d  him my orde r .  " 

And what he i s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e r e  is  h i s  o rde r  t o  the  province 
chief  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  

"Q. That you were i n v e s t i g a t i n g  i t ?  

"A. I d id .  

"Q. You t o l d  him you had ordered Colonel KHIEN t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  i t ?  

"A. Yes, s ir .  I j u s t  l e t  him know about t h e  
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propaganda from t h e  VC s o  he could check i f  
something had happened." 

Now, of courze,  t h i s  i s  English from a  Vietnamese. 
A s  I 've i n d i c a t e d ,  Major PHO seems t o  th ink  t h a t  your v i s i t  
t h e r e  took p l a c e  a  few days a f t e r  he had s e n t  t h i s  information 
t o  Colonel TOAN? 

A. Well, a s  I r e c a l l , .  i t  was a f t e r  we had r e a l l y  
conducted our  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  a s  I mentioned previous ly .  Th i s  
was before  we d i d  anything more. Because of what we'd found 
o u t  i n  the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  before  we j u s t  stopped i n v e s t i g a t i n g ,  
I wanted t o  t a l k  with both K H I E N  and TOAN. This  i s  one p o i n t  
I f e e l  I do r e c a l l  proper ly .  

Q- Well, a t  t h a t  time d i d  you have a copy of t h e  24  
Apr i l  r e p o r t ?  

A. I would say I would have had it a t  t h a t  t ime,  y e s ,  
sir. 

TO : (Handing document t o  wi tness )  This i s  Exh ib i t  
R-1 which you have seen previous ly ,  General KOSTER. Two 
i n c l o s u r e s :  one, a s ta tement  of 1 4  A p r i l ,  and; two, t h e  VC 
propaganda. You had received t h i s  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t o  your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  yes.  

Q. Can you t e l l  us  about t h e  conversa t ion  wi th  
Colonel TOAN? 

A. I b e l i e v e ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  I r e a l l y  
went t h e r e  t o  s e e  i f  he f e l t  t h e r e  was anything t o  t h i s ;  if he  
was concerned about it; i f  he had a  Vietnamese source t h a t  had 
been a b l e  t o  uncover anything t h a t  we hadn ' t ,  o r  t h a t  U.S. in-
v e s t i g a t o r s  h a d n ' t  been ab le  t o  check ou t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
whether he s a i d  he had i n v e s t i g a t e d  it o r  he was i n v e s t i g a t i n g ,  
b u t  a t  t h a t  s t a g e  of t h e  game he d i d  n o t .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  he 
took t h e  f i g u r e s  t h a t  had been put  i n  t h e  propaganda a s  being 
accura te ,  and I th ink  I l e f t  wi th  t h e  idea  t h a t  i f  he d i d  un-
cover--and gave him t h e  idea--if  he d i d  uncover anything 
f u r t h e r ,  he should send it on t o  me. 

Q. Well, was t h e r e  any d i scuss ion  about ,  not  j u s t  
the propaganda, b u t  about t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  l e t t e r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  whether we were speaking 
of the  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  l e t t e r  o r  t h e  propaganda. 
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Q You s e e  t h i s  i s  r e a l l y  the  crux of t h e  problem.
I f  you look a t  i n c l o s u r e  1 ( t o  Exhibi t  R - 1 ) .  

A.  A s  I s a y ,  I c a n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  t h i s  a s  
being the  s u b j e c t  of d i scuss ion  although it was t h e  over-
a l l  s u b j e c t  r e l a t e d  t o  these  documents. 

Q Did Colonel G U I N N  eve r  mention t o  you about a 
l e t t e r  from the  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  t o  the  province ch ie f  of 
which he had rece ived  a copy? 

A. From t h e  d i s t r i c t  t o  t h e  province? 

Q. To t h e  province.  

A.  I c a n ' t  say one way o r  t h e  o t h e r .  I know I t a l k e d  
t o  G U I N N  about it. I t a i k e d  t o  him. I ' m  s u r e  he was i n  a t -
tendance when I talkeCi t o  Colonel K H I E N ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  t h e  only 
time I have abso lu te  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of being involved i n  a con-
v e r s a t i o n  wi th  G U I N N .  

Q Did General  YOUNG mention t o  you t h a t  he had 
t a l k e d  t o  Colonel G U I N N ,  and Colonel G U I N N  had t o l d  him--
I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether he had shown him a document o r  not--
b u t  a t  l e a s t ,  a t  a minimum he t o i d  him the  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  
had w r i t t e n  a l e t t e r  t o  the  province chief  i n  which he 
a l i e g e d  t h a t  t h e  Americans had k i l l e d  a l a r g e  number of 
c i v i l i a n s  n o r t h e a s t  of Quang Ngai City? 

A.  T h i s  was t h e  d i s t r i c t  chief  making t h a t  a l l e -
g a t i o n  as  opposed t o  r e l a y i n g  something from a v i l l a g e ?  

Q Well, he was r e l a y i n g  it from a v i l l a g e  c h i e f ,  
y e s ,  b u t  it was i n  t h e  l e t t e r  i t s e l f ,  it d i d  n o t  a l l u d e  t o  
a v i l l a g e  c h i e f ,  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  chief  t o  t h e  province 
chief  i n  which he makes a s t rong  a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  Amer-
i cans  k i l l e d  a l a r g e  number of people n o r t h e a s t  of Quang Ngai. 

A. I n  o t h e r  words, i t ' s  something o t h e r  than  t h i s .  

Q Yes. We' l l  come around t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p iece
of paper l a t e r  on. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  ?.his. 

Q We have here  Exhibi t  M-34, dated 11 A p r i l ,  from 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  of Son Tinh k ?  t he  province c h i e f .  

(I0 hands Exhibi t  M-34 .L.o the  wi tness  .) 
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A. I'd o n ' t  remember ever  see ing  t h i s .  

Q. Do you remember any re fe rence  t o  t h i s  by Colonel 
TOAN, Colonel K H I E N ,  o r  Colonel GUINN? 

A. Not s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q You s e e ,  t h i s  s ta tement  t h a t  you have (Exh ib i t  R-11 
s ays ,  "This s t a t ement  i s  i n  r e fe rence  t o  l e t t e r  from t h e  Son 
Tinh District ch ie f  t o  Quang Ngai Province c h i e f , , s u b j e c t :  
' A l l i e d  Forces Gathered People a t  Son My f o r  K i l l i n g , ' "  da ted  
11 Apr i l  1968. This  ( i n d i c a t i n g  Exh ib i t  M-34) is  t h e  l e t t e r  
they a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  r i g h t  here .  

(MR WEST en te red  t h e  hear ing . )  

A. I c a n ' t  say  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  it, b u t  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l ,  sir.  

Q. W e  a l s o  have a copy of t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f ' s  l e t t e r  
t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  and he i s  simply r e l a y i n g  informat ion  
which he ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f ,  had provided him a s  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
c h i e f .  Did General TOAN, o t h e r  than  v e r b a l l y ,  show you a copy 
of h i s  d i r e c t i v e  t o  t h e  province c h i e f ?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  sir.  

Q I have h e r e ,  General KOSTER--well, f i r s t ,  going 
back t o  t h i s  document, i f  you w i l l  n o t i c e  on Exh ib i t  M-34, 
I have i n d i c a t e d  t o  you t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  on it. I f  y o u ' l l  
n o t i c e ,  General TOAN d i d  r e c e i v e  a copy of it. You ' l l  a l s o  
n o t i c e  t h e  MACV Quang Ngai Sec to r  r ece ived  a copy of it and 
t h e  U.S. adv i so r  a t  Son Tinh rece ived a  copy of it. 

I have he re  t h e  m a t e r i a l  from t h e  G2 of t h e  2d 
ARVN-Division t o  General TOAN. I t  has  been en te red  i n t o  t h e  
record  a s  Exh ib i t  M-36. That handwrit ing on t h e  Vietnamese 
ve r s ion  is  what appears  i n  t r a n s l a t e d  form on the bottom of 
. the  Engl ish  v e r s i o n  he re .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having seen t h i s .  

Q. W e l l ,  t h e r e  would be no reason f o r  you having seen 
t h i s ,  b u t  I show you t h i s  a s  antecedence f o r  h i s  d i r e c t i v e  
which he s e n t  t o  Quang Ngai S e c t o r ,  t o  Colonel KHIEN.  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Other than v e r b a l l y  informing you about it,  and 
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from what you've i n d i c a t e d ,  a t  the moment you do no t  r e c a l l  
having seen t h e  le t ter  of 11 Apr i l ?  

A. No, sir. I do no t .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  a t  any time 
t h a t  Colonel TOAN ever  r e a l l y  p u t  much credence i n  t h i s  o t h e r  
than t o  say t h a t  he had i n v e s t i g a t e d  it o r  he was s t i l l  
cont inuing t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  A t  t h a t  t ime I ' m  s u r e  we reached 
an agreement t h a t  i f  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  turned something up, 
he would g i v e  i t  t o  us.  

Q Did he ask you t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  o r  t o  check? 

A. I t h i n k  I t o l d  him I had made a check of this 
opera t ion  due t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ' s  r e p o r t  and t h a t  
we hadn ' t  been able t o  determine i f  t h e r e  was any a c t i o n  
such a s  t h i s  t ak ing  p lace .  I am n o t  p o s i t i v e  on t h a t .  I t  
j u s t  s e e m s  t h a t  t h i s  would have been p a r t  of t h e  conversa t ion  
t h a t  we  e n t e r e d  i n t o ,  because I d i d  go t o  him t o  t a l k  about 
t h i s  ma t t e r  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

d 
\11 

Q. Did you t ake  any a c t i o n  subsequent t o  t h a t  t ime? (V 

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h a t  was t h e  l a s t  a c t i o n  t h a t  I took. 
Tha t ' s  why it seems t o  m e  it was a f t e r  a l l  t h e s e  o t h e r  t h i n g s  
had t r a n s p i r e d ,  because I wanted t o  see i f  he had anything
t h a t  would cause us t o  say  what we  had done wasn ' t  complete. 

a. W e l l ,  w e  keep hea r ing ,  General KOSTER, about  a 
formal r e p o r t .  I say  "keep hea r ing" ;  t h a t  is erroneous.  I 
must rephrase  t h a t .  I can s a y ,  excep t .  f o r  Colonel HEIJDERSON 
and y o u r s e l f ,  t o  my knowledge a t  t h e  moment, I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  
anybody else who used t h e  term "formal r e p o r t "  a s  i n d i c a t i n g  
a subsequent r e p o r t .  W e  have been a b l e  t o  t u r n  up a b s o l u t e l y  
no.thing concerning any formal r e p o r t  t h a t  was e v e r  made. 

A. , When I used t h e  word "formal r e p o r t , "  it was fo r -
mal i n  t h e  sense  t h a t  t h e s e  were w r i t t e n  s t a t ements  by a num-
b e r  of t h e  people who had been i n t e r r o g a t e d  v e r b a l l y  p r i o r  t o  

. t h a t  t i m e ,  a n d ' I  know t h e r e  was a sheaf of papers  s o  b i g  t h a t  
included t h e s e  r e p o r t s .  This  i s  what I have termed a formal 
r e p o r t .  

Q. W e  have t a l k e d  t o  some of t h e  people i n  command 
p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  w e  have i n d i c a t e d  s ta tements  were obta ined from. 
They i n d i c a t e  t h a t  nobody ever  t a l k e d  t o  them. They made no 
signed s ta tements .  They gave no testimony under oa th .  W e  
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have t a l k e d  to--Mr. WEST i n  p a r t i c u l a r - - h i s  group h a s  t a l k e d  
t o  we l l  over  70 people c u t  of Char l ie  Company a lone ,  and we 
have yet t o  f i n d  one man who made a sworn s ta tement  o r  gave 
any testimony. 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say t h e s e  were sworn. They w e r e  s igned 
s ta tements ,  and I ' m  s u r e  they included t h e  company commanders 
and Maj o r  WATKE . 
Q Major WATRE never made a sworn s ta tement .  M r .  
THOMPSON never made a sworn s ta tement .  We know who t a l k e d  
t o  Colonel HENDERSON from t h e  a v i a t i o n  company. We know t h a t ,  
bu t  they made no sworn s ta tements .  

A. A s  I say ,  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  t h e  s t a t ements  were 
sworn, b u t  they were s igned.  

Q They made no s t a t ements ,  and t o  f u r t h e r  compound
t h e  problem, t h e r e  i s  no record  of such a r e p o r t  ever  having 
a r r i v e d  a t  Headquarters,  America1 Divis ion.  There i s  no copy 
of t h e  r e p o r t  a v a i l a b l e .  There i s  no information whatsoever 
a s i d e  from t h a t  which you and Colonel HENDERSON have i n d i c a t e d .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I c a n ' t  expla in  t h a t  because I am po-
s i t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  was a s t a c k  of s ta tements  and t h a t  t h i s  was 
done, I thought ,  subsequent t o  t h i s  r e p o r t .  But t h e  only 
t h i n g  it could have been i s  another  a c t i o n  o r  another  i n c i d e n t  
t h a t  would have r e s u l t e d  i n  t h i s  type of s ta tement  being t aken ,  
b u t  I ' v e  always connected it up wi th  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q. W e l l ,  we do know t h a t  t h e r e  had been some a c t i v i t i e s  
going on t h a t  conceivably could have been t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  
you a r e  t a l k i n g  about.  For example, perhaps t h e  most c r i t i c a l  
a c t i v i t y  t h a t  you were involved i n  during t h e  month of May was 
t h e  Kham Duc opera t ion  and t h e  subsequent d i r e c t i v e  from MACV 
and poss ib ly  USARV t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  ma t t e r  and conduct surveys 
of equipment l o s s e s .  I b e l i e v e  I ' m  c o r r e c t  i n  t h i s  a n a l y s i s .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q I f  I am n o t  mistaken, you appointed General GALLOWAY 
as t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r .  There was another  s i t u a t i o n  i n  
which--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  I wouldn ' t  have been confusing t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  a c t i o n  wi th  t h i s  one. 
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Q But It di'd have numerous, r unde r s t and ,  si'gned 
s t a t e m e n t s ,  a rather voluminous document. 

A .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  b u t  t h i s  wouldn ' t  have been t h e  
one w i t h  t h e s e  s a m e  people .  The people  t h a t  I r e c a l l  s i g n i n g  
this w e r e  t h e  peop le  who were a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h a t  t a s k  f o r c e  
and t h i s  i nc luded  a  s t a t e m e n t  by BARKER. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether  
he w a s  t h e  one that  conducted it o r  whether h i s  was a l s o  i n -
c luded.  

Q. You d i d  have ano the r  such s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  took 
p l a c e  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of May. Whether o r  n o t  any r e p o r t s  
o f  it a r r i v e d  i n t o  t h e  headqua r t e r s  o r  whether t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
w a s  i n i t i a t e d  by t h a t  t ime ,  I a m  n o t  q u a l i f i e d  t o  s a y ,  b u t  I 
would doubt  it. Here I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  a s i t u a t i o n  i n  which some 
people  w e r e  i nvo lved  i n  t h e  r ape  of a Vietnamese nurse  and a few 
o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s  connected w i t h  it. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  happened i n  
t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  May, b u t  I b e l i e v e  it came t o  l i g h t  subse-
quen t  t o  your  d e p a r t u r e .  

0 
~7 

A. Wel l ,  w e  had had an i n c i d e n t  of something a long  h 
t h o s e  l i n e s  much ear l ier .  The 196th Brigade.  

Q Thi s  one involved  t h e  appointment of an i n v e s t i g a t i n g
o f f i c e r .  I t  w a s  f o rma l ly  i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  i n v e s t i g a t e d  p r o p e r l y ,  
and r e s u l t e d  i n  t r i a l  by c o u r t - m a r t i a l .  This  formal  r e p o r t ,  i f  
it d i d  arrive a t  your  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  we can f i n d  a b s o l u t e l y  no-
body who has  any knowledge of t h i s  r e p o r t  whatsoever ,  i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  people  who may have s igned  i t ,  t h e  people  who may have p re -
pared  it ,  o r  any w i t n e s s e s .  W e  have t a l k e d  t o  p r a c t i c a l l y  eve ry  
i n d i v i d u a l  who had any t y p i n g  o r  p r e p a r a t i o n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  
t h e  headqua r t e r s  of  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade ,  and we call f i n d  a b s o l u t e l y  
no r e f e r e n c e  t o  it. 

A. I c a n ' t  e x p l a i n  t h a t .  

Q So i f  you d i d  r e c e i v e  such a r e p o r t ,  t h e  way t h e  
ev idence  would appear  a t  t h e  moment, it would have been a 
complete f o r g e r y .  

A. I am p o s i t i v e  I r e c e i v e d  such a r e p o r t - I j u s t  
c a n ' t  see how t h e r e  would be  ano the r  i n c i d e n t  w i t h i n  t h i s  area 
t h a t  would have r e s u l t e d  i n  an accomplishment of  s t a t e l cen t s  
l i k e  t h i s ,  b u t  I a l s o  c a n ' t  unders tand  why General  YOUNG o r  
Colonel  PARSON wou ldn ' t  r e c a l l  something of t h i s ,  t o o .  

Q W e l l ,  o f  cou r se ,  t h i s  comes back t o  t h e  o t h e r  as-
p e c t s  of i t ,  General  KOSTER. We can f i n d  nobody i n  t h e  
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headquar ters  who has  any knowledge of it: Colonel PARSON; 
h i s  then  SGS, Major BEASLEY; o r  Major POWELL, who took over  
from him; o r  from the  i n d i v i d u a l  who handled a l l  t h e  paper 
work, Sergeant  SAIMON,  a t ,  t h a t  t ime,  followed by Sergeant 
LOFTIS. Now, we've t a lked  t o  a l l  of t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and 
none of them have any knowledge of ever  having seen such a 
document o r  having handled i t ,  logged i t ,  o r  having it i n  
t h e i r  f i l e s .  We've a l s o  t a l k e d  t o  t h e  S J A ,  and we've t a lked  
t o  t h e  I G ,  and they had no kncwledge. 

A. I d o n ' t  know a reason why Colonel PARSON o r  
General YOUNG would no t  have seen it. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  where 
it would have gone o t h e r  than t o  them, b u t  I would s t i l l  
swear t h a t  they would have seen t h a t .  

Q Well, I would l i k e  t o  g ive  you a favorable  r e p o r t .  
But even on t h a t  document, Exh ib i t  R-1 ,  which you have, Col-
onel  PARSON, i i l  view of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he was ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  
s ays ,  " I  must have seen it, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember see ing  it." 
General YOUNG says  h e ' s  never seen it. And aga in ,  I must 
say w e  cannot f i n d  t h a t  document a t  Headquarters ,  America1 
Divis ion.  The only copy of t h a t  document t h a t  happened t o  
remain a l i v e  was a copy r e t a i n e d  by Sergeant  Major GERBERDING 
i n  h i s  desk i n  t h e  S2 shop a t  t h e  11 th  Brigade. 

A. A s  I pointed o u t ,  I th ink  i n  my l a s t  testimony, one 
of t h e  th ings  t h a t  does s t a y  wi th  me is  g iv ing  Colonel PARSON 
something f o r  f i l e .  I thought it was t h e  r e p o r t  with a l l  t h e  
s ta tements  a s  being t h e  l a s t  t h i n g  of t h e  case .  C e r t a i n l y ,  
when we compiled them, we would have f i l e d  them f o r  any f u t u r e  
reference  t h e r e  might have been. But t h a t ' s  one of-- there a r e  
c e r t a i n  a reas  t h a t  I remember, and t h a t ' s  one of them. I guess 
i t ' s  conceivable  t h a t  it could have been another  ma t t e r ,  b u t  
it i s  very f i rmly  i n  my mind t h a t  it was t h i s  ma t t e r .  

0- Thus f a r ,  we have no t  found anybody t o  confirm t h i s .  
Do you r e c a l l ,  having received t h i s ,  whether you poss ib ly  d i d  
anything wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  having c e r t a i n  s t a f f  members look a t  
it t o  review it? 

A.  Nobody o t h e r  than t h e  chief  of s t a f f  o r  General 
YOUNG. I someway r e c a l l  one of these  documents--this i s  what 
I thought had become--perhaps when I was on R&R--had been t h e r e  
wi th  them f o r  some time before  I saw it. 
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Q That would be this  document, da t ed  24 A p r i l  ( in-
d i c a t i n g  E x h i b i t  R-1) . 
A.  I t  cou ld  have been,  s ir .  

Q . You went  on R&R on t h e  27th .  ' General  YOUNG took  
ove r  from you,  and you r e t u r n e d  on t h e  7 th  and resumed command 
of  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Your i n d i c a t i o n  p r e v i o u s l y  was you t h i n k  you took  
a c t i o n  on t h a t  document a f t e r  you r e t u r n e d  from R&R. 

A.  I b e l i e v e  s o ,  y e s ,  s ir .  

Q The problem t h a t  comes up h e r e  i n  my mind and one 
of t h e  reasons  t h a t  I have inc luded  it h e r e  on t h e  c h e c k l i s t  
t h a t  I have g iven  you i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  about  t h i s  t i m e - -

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Kham Duc came immediately a f t e r  I 
g o t  back from RbR. 

Q. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  Kham Duc was 
a l r e a d y  deve lop ing  w e l l  b e f o r e  t h e n ,  because t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
base  t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  which was ca l l ed - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The t h i n g  i s ,  we d i d n ' t  know any-
t h i n g  about any th ing  deve lop ing  over  t h e r e  u n t i l  t hey  w e r e  
over run  on t h e  morning, 2 .days p r i o r  t o  t h e  day w e  p u l l e d  
everybody o u t .  So t h e r e  w a s n ' t  any bu i ldup  t o  t h a t .  A l l  
of  a sudden it w a s  t h e r e .  

Q W e l l ,  w e  have looked on t h i s  a s  be ing  something 
t h a t  conceivably could  have i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h  any review o r  
a n a l y s i s  o r  any th ing  e l s e  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  because of the 
i n t e n s i t y  of t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  and t h e  command emphasis t h a t  
w a s  be ing  p l aced  upon it. 

A. That i s  c e r t a i n l y  t r u e .  From t h e  f i r s t  day w e  g o t  
word of  it and f o r  about  t h e  n e x t  2 t o  3 days o r  4 days.  

MR MACCRATE: General  KOSTER, j u s t  t o  b r i n y  t h i s  i n t o  as s h a r p  
focus  a s  we can,  I have h e r e  t h e  p h y s i c a l  paper  t h a t  we have 
brought  back from Duc Pho ( E x h i b i t  R-5) . I t  w a s  i n  t h e  f i l e  
main ta ined  by Se rgean t  Major GEmERDING and then  passed  a long  
i n  some way and was d i scove red  i n  t h e  s p r i n g ,  towards t h e  
end of  May, i n  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade headqua r t e r s .  This  w i l l ,  we  

(KOSTER) 154 APP T-20 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

b e l i e v e ,  r e f l e c t  whatever went forward a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  being '\ 

a carbon copy. It has two i n c l o s u r e s .  The way i n  which 
t h e  pages a r e  arranged i s  t h e  way t h a t  we found them. We 
have no idea  i f  t h e r e  was any change i n  between. Inc losure  
2 is  s o  l abe led  by a p e n c i l  n o t a t i o n  and i s  s t a p l e d  i n  on 
ahead of i n c l o s u r e  I. You ' l l  s e e  t h e r e  i s  d i f f e r e n t  type  
on t h e  s ta tements .  We're going t o  t a l k  t o  you about t h e  
i n c l o s u r e s ,  but  I t h i n k ,  from t h e  p o i n t  of view of v i sua l -
i z i n g  what would come i n  t o  you, it may be h e l p f u l  f o r  you 
t o  look a t  t h a t  r a t h e r  than  t h e  t r u e  copy, which i s  Exhibi t  
R-1. We have designated t h i s  as  Exh ib i t  R-5. 

A.  The t e x t ,  though, is  t h e  same I gather. .  

Q *  Y e s .  Actua l ly ,  t h e  t r u e  copy d i d n ' t  inc lude  
some of t h e  d e t a i l s .  For example, you' 11 n o t i c e  on t h e  
t o p  of t h e  f r o n t  page, t h e  f i r s t  page, t h e  heading of t h e  
d i v i s i o n  w a s n ' t  typed i n  on t h e  t r u e  copy and a l s o  t h e  
i n i t i a l s  of t h e  f i l e .  Those happen t o  be t h e  i n i t i a l s  
of t h e  S2 a t  t h e  br igade ,  Colonel BLACKLEDGE. Do you 
r e c a l l  having rece ived  t h a t  document (Exh ib i t  R - 5 ) ?  A s  
you look a t  it now, it would have been t h e  r ibbon copy, 
presumbly , of t h a t  document? 

A. Y e s ,  I be l i eve  I rece ived  t h i s .  I t h i n k  t h i s  
is one of t h e  r e p o r t s  I rece ived .  

Q Now, do you r e c a l l  t h a t  i n c l o s u r e  1, which i s  
r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h e  very f i r s t  paragraph,  was t h e  s ta tement  
t h a t  i s  a t t ached  t o  t h e  l a s t  s h e e t  t h e r e .  The r e t a i n e d  copy, 
you can s e e  it i s  a green onion s k i n .  

A .  No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what t h e  i n c l o s u r e s  
would have been l i k e ,  o t h e r  than  I do know t h a t  a t  some t ime 
o r  another  t h e  ques t ion  of a VC l e a f l e t  came up. I d i d n ' t  
r e c a l l  t h e  l e t t e r s  and s t a t ements ,  s o  t o  speak,  b u t  I 
c e r t a i n l y  wouldn ' t  say they were n o t  t h e r e  e i t h e r .  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  
of t h i s  m a t e r i a l  when it a r r i v e d ?  We a r e  t o l d  t h a t  i t  may 
have been p laced  i n  two envelopes and d e l i v e r e d  t o  you with 
an "eyes only"  no ta t ion .  Does t h i s  i n  any way r e f r e s h  your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  a c t u a l  r e c e i p t  of t h e  document? 

A.  No. One of these  r e p o r t s ,  t h e r e  seemed t o  me 
some l i t t l e  confusion i n  t h e  o f f i c e  because I th ink  it came 
up marked t h a t  way and somebody e l s e  opened it up. There 
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was a l i t t l e  cons te rna t ion  aboiit t h a t ;  I ' m  no t  s u r e  why. But 
t h a t  is t h e  only t h i n g  I r e c a l l  about r e c e i p t  of e i t h e r  one 
of these  two documents, and I s t i l l  th ink  t h e r e  were two 
documents. 

MR MACCRATE: W e l l ,  we have had some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  
w a s  an e a r l i e r  document, a s  General PEERS has s a i d .  We have 
had it descr ibed  poss ib iy  i n  p repara t ion  as  th ree -quar t e r s  
of a page i n  l e n g t h  a s  viewed by c l e r i c a l  personnel  and by 
one of the  a s s i s t a n t  S 3  o f f i c e r s  a t  the  br igade .  

10: But t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p iece  of paper had t o  do 
wi th  t h e  warrant  o f f i c e r ' s  a l l e g a t i o n s ,  n o t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
a l l e g a t i o n .  

MR MACCRATE: It  would have been e a r l i e r .  I t  would have 
followed on t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  of t h e  warrant  o f f i c e r  and 
whatever Colonel HENDERSON d id  with r e s p e c t  t o  them. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  a s  a document t h a t  I can 
p i c t u r e  o r  r e c a l l .  

I0 : Well, c e r t a i n l y  t h i s  c o u l d n ' t  be considered a s  
being respons ive  t o  t h e  warrant  o f f i c e r ' s  a l l e g a t i o n s .  I t  
has  no bear ing  on it. 

A. No, sir. 

Q I n  t h e  w i l d e s t  imagination it would be hard to--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  Where he c i t e d  t h e s e  naiTies, I ' m  
s u r e  one of t h e  reasons t h a t  I f e l t  t h e  d e t a i l e d  s ta tements  
were taken i s  because r a t h e r  than  s t a t i n g  " in terv iews wi th  
t h e s e  people" it would have s a i d  "s tatements  of t h e s e  people 
a s  previous ly  forwarded." That i s  why I thought and I ' m  s u r e  
t h a t ' s  why I developed t h e  sequence i n  my own mind t h a t  we 
g o t  the  s ta tements  a f t e r  t h i s  had been submit ted.  

MR MACCRATE: With such a document on your desk would t h i s  
be something t h a t  S p e c i a l i s t  HERRIS  would keep i n  t h e  f i l e  
of yours? 

A.  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I had t h e  people i n  t h e  
o u t e r  o f f i c e  keep anything. I t  was a l l ,  p r e t t y  much, kept  
wi th  t h e  chief  of s t a f f .  

Q. We understand--and you can see' from t h i s  we have 

(KOSTER] 156 APP T-20 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

been going i n t o  it i n  some d e t a i l - - t h a t  you had an in-basket  
and an out-basket which were taken from your desk every n i g h t ,  
and very f r equen t ly  by S p e c i a l i s t  H E R R I S  o r  by Captain DICKENS 
l a t e r  on, perhaps Captain ROBERTS e a r l i e r ,  and de l ive red  t o  
be locked up i n  t h e  SGS s a f e .  We've even had a d e s c r i p t i o n  
t h a t  it was usua l ly  t h e  second drawer i n  t h e  s a f e  t h a t  these  
th ings  were p laced  i n .  But we a l s o  have r e f e r e n c e  t o  a man-
i l a  envelope t h a t  was included among t h e  con ten t s  a t  times i n  
t h e  s a f e ,  which had an i n d i c a t i o n  of be ing  your personal  f i i e .  
We have been t o l d  by var ious  of these  people t h a t  they d i d  n o t  
know t h e  con ten t s  of t h a t .  Do any of t h e s e  t h i n g s  i n  any way 
r e f r e s h  any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of yours a s  t o  t h e  p o s s i b l e  d ispos i -
t i o n  of such a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  rece ived?  

A. No, I f e e l  t h a t  I have d iscussed  t h e s e  documents 
wi th  General YOUNG and Colonel PARSON. Although it might have 
been i n  one of t h e s e  baske t s  f o r  a  per iod  of t ime,  m y  only 
c l e a r  recol lec-cion i s  g iv ing  Colonel PARSON something f o r  f i l e .  
I t  was one of t h e  documents r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  c a s e ,  I ' m  su re .  

I0: Could it have been t h i s  paper? 

A.  I ' m  s u r e  it could have been,, b u t  t h a t ' s  n o t  t h e  
one I r e c a l l .  

MR MACCRATE: P r i o r  t o  your going down t o  speak wi th  Colonel 
TOAN, do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  whole 
s u b j e c t  wi th  General YOUNG? 

A. I th ink  we had numerous d i s c u s s i o n s  on it. I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  any d i scuss ion  as  such ,  b u t  I t h i n k  I probably i n d i c a t e d  
t o  him t h a t  I was going t o  make a v i s i t  t o  both of t h e s e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  s e e  i f  they  had anything t h a t  would c o n t r i b u t e  
t o  t h e  knowledge t h a t  we had of what had a c t u a l l y  t r a n s p i r e d .  

Q. D o  you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of h i s  providing in-
formation a s  t o  what he had received? 

A.  I have r e c o l l e c t i o n s  of him coming i n  and t e l l i n g  
me d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s ,  bu t  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  what he ever  t o l d  m e .  

Q You have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  your speak-
ing  wi th  Colonel TOAN you spoke wi th  Colonel K H I E N .  Was t h i s  
on t h e  same day t h a t  you went from one t o  another?  

A.  Yes, s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  it was, s i r ,  A s  I r e c a l l ,  I 
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went t o  t h e  p rov ince  f i r s t ,  and then  I went t o  d i v i s i o n .  

I0: And n e i t h e r  of them mentioned,  a s  I would under-
s t a n d  i t ,-t h e  r e p o r t  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ?  

A.  Not that I r e c a l l  a s  such.  We t a l k e d  about--my 
most v i v i d  r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s  t h e  VC propaganda l e a f l e t .  

Q With r e s p e c t  t o  t h a t  r e p o r t ,  I asked you i n i t i a l l y  
if you prepared  a l e t t e r  and I r ead  you Se rgean t  GERBERDING's  
t e s t imony.  You i n d i c a t e d  you d i d n ' t  remember d r a f t i n g  a let-
ter .  Did you i s s u e  him any v e r b a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  concerning t h e  
p r e p a r a t i o n  of a r e p o r t ?  

A .  To Colone l  HENDERSON? 

Q Y e s .  

A. Well ,  as I r e c a l l , - t h i s  r e p o r t  was i n i t i a t e d  upon 
o u r  i n s t i g a t i o n .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  I d i d  it p e r s o n a l l y ,  b u t  
w e  had asked him t o  check on it. 

Q What w a s  he t o  check on? 

A.  Again, as I r e c a l l ,  t h i s  was r e a l l y  a c o n t i n u a t i o n .  
W e  had t h e  v e r b a l  r e p o r t  of t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  and what w e  d e s i r e d  
a t  t h i s  s t a g e  of  t h e  game was more of a formal  r e p o r t  o r  
s t a t emen t s  by t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s .  A s  I p i e c e  t h i s  t o g e t h e r ,  when 
w e  r ece ived  this, t h i s  w a s n ' t  what I had i n  mind a s  be ing  a 
r e p o r t .  Here i s  where my sequence fo l lows  t h a t  p a t t e r n .  

MR MACCRATE: Maybe we can h e l p  i n  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  h e r e ,  i f  
you w i l l  j u s t  t u r n  t o  t h e  f i r s t  paragraph:  "An i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
has  been conducted of t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  c i t e d  i n  i n c l o s u r e  1." 
Now, i f  you were d i r e c t i n g  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  I would a n t i c i p a t e  
t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  paragraph  would be a response t o  your  d i r e c t i o n .  
Now, t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  i n  i n c l o s u r e  1 would appear  t o  be  t h e  al-
l e g a t i o n s  con ta ined  i n  t h e  11 A p r i l  l e t t e r ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  Son 
Tinh D i s t r i c t  c h i e f  and Son My V i l l a g e  c h i e f .  

A. w e l i ,  t h i s  would cause  me t o  wonder i f  my sequence 
t h a t  I have drawn i n  my own mind i s  p rope r .  

10: Well,  it d o e s n ' t  seem q u i t e  l o g i c a l  t o  me e i t h e r ,  
General  KOSTER, s i n c e  Colonel  HENDERSON r e p o r t e d  t o  you on t h e  
20th  of March o r  t h e r e a b o u t s  and had been t o l d  t o  p u t  t h i s  o r a l  
r e p o r t  of h i s  i n  w r i t i n g ,  t h a t  you would have s t o o d  s t i l l  f o r  him 

(KOSTER) 158 APP T-20 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

t o  have waited f o r  over a month t o  g ive  you a r e p o r t  i n  w r i t i n g .  

A, A s  I s a y ,  I ' m  no t  s u r e  t h a t  I t o l d  him t o  put  i t  i n  
w r i t i n g  r i g h t  a t  t h a t  time. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  My r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  
which again was n o t  t i e d  t o  very many s p e c i f i c s  t h a t  I can grab 
a hold o f ,  was t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  e f f o r t  t o  put  it i n  w r i t -
i n g ,  bu t  we r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  s t a r t  t h i s  e f f o r t  u n t i l  a l a t e r  da te .  

Q Again, going back t o  Colonel HENDERSON'S testimony,
he seems t o  r e c a l l  t h a t  he had been d i r e c t e d  t o  submit a w r i t -
t e n  r e p o r t  and he had submitted a w r i t t e n  report'. He i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  it may have been t h r e e  t o  f i v e  pages long. W e  f i n d  nobody 
t h a t  knows of such a paper ,  bu t  we found i n d i v i d u a l s  who th ink  
they had seen a paper about th ree -quar t e r s  of a page long. 
This we can r e l a t e  back t o  t h e  11th Brigade and can a l s o  r e l a t e  
it t o  poss ib ly  t h e  chief  of s t a f f ,  h i s  having received such a 
paper.  

A .  This  i s n ' t  what I a m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  a s  another  
r e p o r t  a t  a l l .  What I am r e f e r r i n g  t o  is a bundle of signed 
s ta tements .  

Q- NOW, was t h i s  addressed t o  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON'S 
a l l e g a t i o n ,  o r  was it addressed t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  made i n  in-
c losure  l ?  

A. I would say it was p r imar i ly  based on the  a l l e g a t i o n s  
of t h e  warrant  o f f i c e r .  

Q. When you received t h i s  statement--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I ' m  no t  s u r e  t h a t  I ever  saw th i s  
s ta tement .  I r e c a l l  t h e r e  was a VC propaganda l e a f l e t .  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  s ta tement .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t he  l e t t e r  from 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  I do r e c a l l  a VC propaganda l e a f l e t .  

Q Q u i t e  obviously something had t o  be i n  inc losure  
1, knowing how meticulously people look a t  th ings  such a s  
t h i s .  When it says ,  "An i n v e s t i g a t i o n  has  been conducted 
of t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  c i t e d  i n  i n c l o s u r e  1 , "  obviously t h e r e  
must have been something t h e r e  t o  know what t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  
was t o  have it r e f u t e d  along wi th  t h e  VC propaganda and come 
up wi th  t h e  recommendation t h a t  a counterpropaganda campaign 
be waged. 

I would l i k e  t o  go back t o  my i n i t i a l  ques t ion ,  
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a s  t o  whether o r  n o t  you r e c a l l  having i s sued  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
t o  Colonel HENDERSON which would have caused him t o  prepare  
t h i s  r e p o r t  based upon information you may have rece ived  
through General YOUNG o r  through any source t h a t  would cause 
him t o  look i n t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ?  

A. It  was my o r i g i n a l  thought t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was i n s t i g a t e d  by d i v i s i o n .  I do not  r e c a l l  a personal  
l e t t e r .  I was n o t  i n c l i n e d  t o  w r i t e  ge r sona l  notes  l i k e  
t h a t .  If one had been s e n t ,  I would have s a i d  t h a t  it could 
have been prepared by e i t h e r  General YOUNG o r  Colonel PARSON. 

Q Nei ther  of them know of such a l e t t e r .  P r i o r  t o  
submit t ing  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  d i d  Colonel HENDERSON provide you 
copies  of t h e  VC propaganda and t h e  s ta tement  o r  any o t h e r  
m a t e r i a l s ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. 

I0: The hea r ing  w i l l  r ecess .  
i 

(The hea r ing  recessed a t  1150 hours ,  18  February d 
1970.) 

13 
LY) 
CV 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1152 hours ,  18 February 
1970.) 

The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

X D R  : A l l  persons p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  recessed  
a r e  again p resen t .  Let  t h e  record show t h a t  M r .  MACCRATE 
has s tepped out .  

I0 : Do you know when t h a t  document was d e l i v e r e d  t o  
you? 

A.  N o ,  s i r ,  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q We've heard some testimony which would i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON de l ive red  it t o  you personal ly?  

A.  I do not  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

& You i n d i c a t e d  i n  your previous testimony t h a t  
you d i d  n o t  cons ider  t h i s  r e p o r t  t o  be s a t i s f a c t o r y ?  

A .  Yes. 

Q Can you t e l l  me what your judgment was based upon 
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as f a r  a s  t h i s  r e p o r t  was concerned? 

A. P r i m a r i l y ,  I had t h e  i d e a ,  aga in  r e c o l l e c t i n g  it a s  
b e s t  I cou ld ,  t h a t  a l though t h i s  t a l k e d  of t h e  VC propaganda, 
what we asked f o r  i n  t h e  way of a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  would have 
been t h e  tes t imony of t h e s e  i p d i v i d u a l s ,  and t h a t  was what I 
was expec t ing  t o  s ee .  To me, t h e  on ly  one I can r e a l l y  r e c a l l  
d i r e c t i n g  HENDERSON t o  make was one t h a t  would i n c o r p o r a t e  
a l l  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  had been ob ta ined  v e r b a l l y  t h a t  he 
o r  somebody had b r i e f e d  me on. I f e l t  t h a t  t h o s e  were t h e  
t h i n g s  w e  needed, n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  aimed a t  t h i s ,  b u t  aimed 
a t  t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  w e  had through t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t .  

Q- A s  I r e c a l l  your  p rev ious  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  you had 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you wanted a formal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and you 
thought  t h a t  p a r t  of your s t a f f  would have. p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  it. 

A. Sometime o r  ano the r  I had t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  h e r e  
we had'some s t a t e m e n t s ,  b u t  t hey  had been made and ob ta ined  
by people  i n  t h e  11 th  Brigade a s  opposed t o  somebody i n  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  l e v e l .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  d e f i n i t e l y  whom you i s s u e d  your i n -
s t r u c t i o n s  t o  o r  how t h e  word was t o  be d e l i v e r e d  t o  Colonel  
HENDERSON? 

A .  I would have s a i d  it would have been e i t h e r  
General  YOUNG o r  Colonel  PARSON o r  perhaps  by d i r e c t  com-
municat ion.  I would have s a i d  one of t h o s e  two. 

Q Have you e n t e r t a i n e d  t h e  i d e a  a t  t h i s  t i m e  of 
t u r n i n g  t h e  whole m a t t e r  over  t o  your  s t a f f  judge advocate  
o r  your  IG? 

A. Not a t  t h a t  t ime .  

Q. A t  t h i s  p o i n t  you had two d i f f e r e n t  and some-
what s e r i o u s ,  I would s a y ,  a l l e g a t i o n s ;  one made by t h e  
w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r  and t h i s  one a s  i nc luded  i n  t h e  document 
t h e r e  a t  i n c l o s u r e  1, t h a t  a l l e g e d  t h a t  q u i t e  a few people  
w e r e  k i l l e d  i n  Son My o r  Tu Cung and t h e  C o  Luy a r e a ?  

A.  W e l l ,  t h e  war ran t  o f f i c e r ' s  s t a t e m e n t ,  a s  b e s t  
I r e c a l l  what was r e l a y e d ,  d i d n ' t  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g .  I t  was i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  f i r i n g .  W e  
had e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  number of c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  had been i n j u r e d  
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i n  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  Any is t o o  many, h u t  It d i d n ' t  bo rde r  on 
what t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  of now amounted t o .  I am s u r e ,  when I 
r e c e i v e d  t h i s ,  t h i s  looked a s  i f ,  y e s ,  t h e r e  had been some 
k i l l e d .  It  q u i c k l y  m u l t i p l i e s  from t h e  ones  who w e r e  k i l l e d  
up t o  a number l i k e  t h i s .  I guess  I was prone t o  a c c e p t  what 
had been uncovered by ou r  own i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
e a r l i e r  a s  p r e t t y  w e l l  s u b s t a n t i a t i n g  what took p l a c e  as 
opposed t o  what emanated from t h e  VC sou rces .  

Q Genera l  KOSTER, were you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  Major 
GAVIN and h i s  adv i so ry  e lement  i n  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

A. Not as f a m i l i a r  as I was wi th  many o t h e r  d i s -
t r i c t s .  

Q Were you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  a  c a p t a i n  by t h e  name of  
Angel M. RODRIGUEZ? 

A. The name sounds f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  know him 
a t  t h a t  t ime ,  p e r  se, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e .  

Q I have h e r e  a  document, E x h i b i t  M-30, d a t e d  1 4  
A p r i l ,  which h a s  t h e  s i g n a t u r e  of Captain  Angel M. RODRIGUEZ 
on it. Th i s  i s  r a t h e r  ha rd  t o  r ead .  You w i l l  n o t i c e  a t r u e  
copy underneath.  B a s i c a l l y ,  t h i s  is--

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Is t h i s  t h e  s t a t emen t?  

Q Thi s  is  t h e  s t a t emen t .  Can you g i v e  us any i n s i g h t  
as t o  why such a s t a t e m e n t  was prepared?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Aside from having seen  it i n  E x h i b i t  R-1,  d i d  you 
e v e r  s e e  a copy of t h a t  s t a t emen t?  Did you s e e  a copy of  t h a t  
s t a t e m e n t  i n  t h e  prov ince  headqua r t e r s?  

A. I can't say  one way o r  t h e  o t h e r ,  s ir .  

Q Would you have any i d e a  why, when t h e  s t a t e m e n t  is  
forwarded t o  you a s  i n c l o s u r e  1 t o  t h e  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
t h a t  t h e  s i g n a t u r e  and t h e  s i g n a t u r e  block have been d e l e t e d ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  know why, s ir .  

a.  You rece iv ing  t h a t  paper and n o t  knowing t h e  author  
of it, t h i s  could be considered as  an a c t  of decept ion.  

A. I guess it could be ,  I wondered whose s tatement  
t h a t  was. I have never r e a l l y  known. 

Q *  W e  had, too .  Believe me. 

Let  me go over some o t h e r  testimony t h a t  we re-
ceived from Major EARLE, who was t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  advisor  
with Colonel HUTTER, and he a l s o  was wi th  Colonel ULSACKER 
i n  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion.  This i s  M r .  MACCRATE address ing  
Major EARLE : 

"Q. You have t o l d  us t h a t  you heard from 
Colonel GUINN about t h e  VC propaganda l e a f l e t ,  
t h a t  you heard from Colonel G U I N N  something 
about t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  I s  r e p o r t ,  t h a t  you 
heard from Colonel G U I N N  t h a t  t h e  province 
ch ie f  had someone looking i n t o  it, t h a t  you 
heard from Colonel G U I N N  t h a t  he was pass ing  
it up through h i s  channels ,  and t h a t  you f i -  
n a l l y  heard from Colonel G U I N N  t h a t  he was 
seeking a d d i t i o n a l  information about t h i s  mat ter . "  

This is a summation of h i s  p r i o r  testimony. 

"You s a i d  a l l  t h e s e  th ings  t o  us t h i s  af ternoon.  

"A. Yes, sir. 

"Q. I have noted them down as  you s a i d  them. NOW, 
have you any f u r t h e r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of what Colonel 
GUINN s a i d  t o  you o t h e r  than t h e s e  th ings  t h a t  I 
have j u s t  l i s t e d  t o  you? 

"A.  N O ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  have any a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r -  
mation. 

"Q .  Have you anything t h a t  you can t e l l  u s ,  having 
heard t h e s e  f i v e  th ings  of Colonel G U I N N ,  as t o  
what you d i d ,  anything you s a i d  t o  anyone, anything 
t h a t  you d id  about it, any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  you d i d  
anything o t h e r  than  j u s t  pu t  it i n  t h e  back of 
your mind. 
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"A. I d i d n ' t  p u t  it o u t  of my mind. A s  I 
s a i d ,  I d i s c u s s e d  it w i t h  Major PHO, and h e  s a i d  
it w a s  VC propaganda. I remember it be ing  
mentioned t h a t  morning about how r i d i c u l o u s  it 
was f o r  t h a t  many people  t o  be  k i l l e d ,  500 people .  
And I s a i d  it was an American u n i t  o p e r a t i o n  and 
t h e  2d  ARVN Div i s ion  w a s n ' t  involved  i n  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n .  " 

Colonel  G U I N N  mentioned t h e  VC propaganda, t h e  
d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  r e p o r t ,  and t h e  prov ince  c h i e f ' s  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n .  He also mentioned t h a t  he was p a s s i n g  it up through 
channe ls .  Did you know about  t h i s ,  o r  were you t h e  r e c i p i e n t  
of  any of t h i s ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  s ay  how a l l  t h i s  f i r s t  came t o  ou r  a t t e n t i o n ,  
b u t  I wouldn ' t  have pu t  myself i n  t h e  channel  of communication 
f o r  Colonel  GUINN t o  go through.  I t h i n k  he would have k e p t  
u s  informed of  what was going on i n  t h e  prov ince .  But when 
he  was forward ing  something through channe ls ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  < 
I would have p u t  myself i n  h i s  channel  of communication. 

Q H i s  channe l  you would t h i n k  would be  what? 

A .  Well,  I would assume t h a t  it would probably  go 
through t h e  a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion ,  and from there 
it would go on t o  t h e  adv i so ry  channels .  

Q Of c o u r s e ,  Colonel  G U I N N  i s  t a l k i n g  t o  Major
EARLE of t h e  2d ARVN advisory  element.  H e  s ays  t h a t  he 
w a s  p a s s i n g  it up through h i s  channe ls ,  meaning Colonel  
G U I N N 1 s  channe ls .  I t  could have been CORDS on t h e  one 
hand? We have no i n d i c a t i o n  it was passed up through CORDS. 

A.  I t h i n k  he a c t u a l l y  ope ra t ed  through t h e  a d v i s o r  
channe l ,  and he had a CORDS r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  t o o ,  t h a t  was a 
l i t t l e  a p a r t  from t h a t .  But I would assume t h a t  a m a t t e r  
such  as t h i s  would have gone up through h i s  adv i so ry  channel .  

Q W e l l ,  t h a t  is  t h e  adv i so ry  channel  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
CORDS i s  t h e  adv i so ry  channel  i f  you r e c a l l .  H e  was t h e  
deputy of p rov ince  adv i so ry ,  deputy PSA, which i s  t h e  p rov ince  
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Q W e  have in fo rma t lon  t h a t  about  t h e  middle  of 
A p r i l  when t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  r e p o r t  would have reached 
province  and a l s o  2d ARVN Div i s ion ,  a long  i n  t h a t  t i m e  frame,, 
t h e r e  was q u i t e  a b i t  of communication between t h e  head-
q u a r t e r s  of t h e  America1 Div i s ion  and t h e  prov ince  and t h e  
2d ARVN ~ i v i s i o n .  The communication on t h e  t e l ephone  
sometimes reached  two o r  t h r e e  t i m e s  a day. Also t h a t  Colonel  
PARSON made some t r i p s  down t o  Quang Ngai t o  v i s i t  some 
people  and M r .  MAY and Colonel  G U I N N  p o s s i b l y  w e r e  i n  
t h e  headqua r t e r s  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  Can you g i v e  us any i n d i c a t i o n  
of what w a s  go ing  on a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A.  Sometime i n  t h e r e  w e  w e r e  making a conce r t ed  
e f f o r t  on r i c e - d e n i a l  p l a n s ,  and w e  were t r y i n g  t o  work up 
a scheme where t h e  r i c e  could be  s t o r e d  i n  s a f e r  l o c a l e s .  
I know G U I N N  and M A ' Y  w e r e  bo th  involved i n  t h a t .  W e  h a b i t -
u a l l y  d i d  a g r e a t  d e a l  of l i a i s o n  wi th  them. I s topped  i n  
and s a w  them f r e q u e n t l y  myself and encouraged o t h e r  meriibers 
of  t h e  s t a f f .  So I ' d  s a y  t h e s e  t r i p s  w e r e n ' t  o u t  of  t h e  
o r d i n a r y .  I do recall we had a meeting on r i c e  d e n i a l  where 
I had a l l  t h e  b r i g a d e  commanders t h e r e  sometime d u r i n g  A p r i l .  
W e  were t i e d  i n  w i t h  t h e  p rov ince ,  because a s  I r e c a l l ,  MAY 
and G U I N N ,  a l t hough  t h i s  was a p p l i c a b l e  t o  the whole d i v i s i o n  
a r e a ,  had done a l i t t l e  more t h i n k i n g  about it and had taken  
a l i t t l e  more i n t e r e s t  i n  it than  some of t h e  o t h e r  people .  
Th i s  could have caused i t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was gene ra t ed  
by any of t h i s .  

Q L e t  m e  name a  couple  of  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  could 
have been t r a n s p i r i n g  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  might r e f r e s h  your  
memory. Colonel  ULSAKER had depa r t ed  as t h e  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  
t o  t h e  2d ARVN D i v i s i o n ,  and you had a new a d v i s o r  i n  t h e  
form of Colonel  HUTTER t h e r e .  I n  addi t ion . ,  it was sometime 
a long  i n  h e r e  t h a t  t h e  combined campaian p l a n ,  which is  a 
j o i n t  U .  S . ARVN document i n v o l v i n g  n o t J o n l y  m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  
b u t  p a c i f i c a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  w e l l ,  was pub l i shed .  Could 
those  have had any b e a r i n g  on what had been d e s c r i b e d  a s  
q u i t e  a r a d i c a l  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  tempo of c o o r d i n a t i o n  and 
a c t i v i t y  between your  headqua r t e r s  and Quang Ngai C i t y ?  

A. I say  t h i s  could have r e s u l t e d  i n  it. Also,  w e  
had General  ABRAMS come through t h e r e ,  and w e  l ayed  on a 
v i s i t a t i o n  f o r  him. A s  I r e c a l l ,  M r .  MAY was i n  t h e  t h r o e s  
of  l e a v i n g ,  t oo .  So a l l  of t h e s e  t h i n g s  combined. I d o n ' t  
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know t h a t  t h e  j o i n t  campaign p lan  generated t h a t  much although 
it might have a t  the  G3-civil  a f f a i r s  l e v e l ,  I ' m  s u r e ,  must have. 
But I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  v i s i t i n g  them on t h a t  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  
But I do th ink  t h e  ABRAMS v i s i t  could have cause2 us t o  
check t o  co-ordinate what they were qoinq t o  say a s  opposed 
t o  what we were going t o  show him and t h i s  s o r t  of th ing .  
And I do th ink  MAY l e f t  some time i n  t h e r e ,  too.  

Q Do you remember any v i s i t  from Pres iden t  THIEU? 
I f o r g e t  t h e  name of t h e  o t h e r  genera l  t h a t  headed Revolution-
ary  Development undek Pres iden t  THIEU? 

A .  The P r e s i d e n t ' s  v i s i t ,  I am not  s u r e  whether it 
was THIEU o r  someone e l s e ,  bu t  it was a qrand opera t ion  a s  
f a r  a s  numbers involved and h e l i c o p t e r s  and s o  on. 

Q. Did they ask you i n  your d i v i s i o n  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e
i n  t h e i r  review of t h e  p a c i f i c a t i o n  p lan  f o r  each of t h e  
provinces w i t h i n  your a r e a  of opera t ion?  

A. I n  connection wi th  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  v i s i t ?  

Q. Y e s .  Because t h e  purpose of h i s  v i s i t  was t o  
pe r sona l ly  go over  t h e  p a c i f i c a t i o n  p lan  f o r  each of t h e  
provinces and have them r e p o r t  pe r sona l ly  on what t h e i r  
p lans  were t o  achieve t h e i r  goals .  

A. We t a l k e d  about t h i s  on many d i f f e r e n t  occasions.  
I j u s t  d o n ' t  t i e  it i n  wi th  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  v i s i t .  

Q- Another ind iv idua l  t h a t  probably v i s i t e d  a t  l e a s t  
once o r  twice f o r  t h i s  purpose was General W. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him, s ir .  

Q. ~ e n e r i lKOSTER, where d id  Colonel ANISTRANSKI f i t  
i n  t h i s  whole th ing?  

A .  H e  was our c i v i l  a f f a i r s  o f f i c e r ,  a very aggress ive  
one. He d i d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  i n s o f a r  a s  a s s i s t i n g  Quang Ngai 
and g e t t i n g  t h e i r  CORDS supp l i e s .  P r i o r  t o  t h e  time he g o t  i n  
t h e  a c t ,  they had been brought i n t o  chu Lai  and dropped and 
never g o t  where they were supposed t o  go. He was ins t rumenta l  
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i n  s e e i n g  t h a t  it g o t  o u t  t o  i t s  f i n a l  d e s t i n a t i o n  and 
a s s i s t i n g  them i n  any way p o s s i b l e .  A s  I s a y ,  he w a s  a 
v e r y  agg res s ive  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  doing it. Now, as f a r  a s  
t h e s e  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  he had p a r t  of it. 

Q Well ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when we g e t  down h e r e  t o  t h i s  
VC propaganda and w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  d i s t r i c t  and v i l l a g e  
c h i e f s  and s o  f o r t h ,  was he  brought  i n t o  t h e  p i c t u r e  a t  a l l  
a t  t h a t  t ime? I wish you would t h i n k  about  t h a t .  

A .  Not t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge. Not i n  a 
v i l l a g e  t h a t  would be t h i s  f a r  o u t .  Although he p a r t i c i -
pa t ed  a c t i v e l y  a long  t h e  highway, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  h e  p a r t i -
c i p a t e d  i n  some o f  t h e  r e l o c a t e d  v i l l a g e s .  

Q I ' m  t h i n k i n g  p r i m a r i l y  of t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  
W e  know t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  of Son My d i d n ' t  l i v e  i n  Son 
My. He l i v e d  n e a r  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  and was i n  and o u t  
of t h e  r e fugee  camps a l l  t h e  t i m e .  

A.  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  when he--he a l s o  l e f t  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  
r t m  n o t  s u r e  he  was h e r e  f o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p e r i o d  of t i m e  o r  
n o t .  I know he had a ve ry  low op in ion  of t h e s e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f s  
who l i v e d  a long  t h e  highway a s  opposed t o  having anyth ing  t o  
do  w i t h  t h e i r  v i l l a g e .  A s  a  g e n e r a l  impress ion ,  I would s a y  
he d i d n r t  have a ve ry  h igh  op in ion  of  who they  were o r  what 
t hey  were. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  a t  a l l  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h a t  paper  o r  
any th ing  else t h a t  you may have been p e r s o n a l l y  d e a l i n g  w i t h  
Colonel  ANISTRANSKI o r  had t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f  work w i t h  him 
as it may r e l a t e  t o  t h i s  paper o r  p rov ince  o r  t h e  d i s t r i c t s ?  

A. Well ,  i f  we would have s e n t  anybody t o  t a l k  t o  
t h e  people  i n  Son ~ i n hD i s t r i c t ,  I would say  t h a t  he would 
have been t h e  b e s t  one t o  send because he knew t h e  people  
down t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  we d i d .  I t  wou ldn ' t  have 
been i l l o g i c a l  f o r  me t o  have done something l i k e  t h a t ,  
though. 

Q I l i k e  t o  s h i f t  c l e a r  back t o  t h e  16 th .  According 
t o  t h e  l og , .wh ich  I have a few e x t r a c t s  o f ,  General  KOSTER, 
you a r r i v e d  a t  LZ D o t t i e  a t  0935  on t h e  morning of t h e  16 th .  
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Do you r e c a l l  t h e  d i scuss ion  Colonel HENDERSON had with you 
a t  t h a t  time? He i n d i c z t e s  t h a t  he advised you of s i x  t o  
e i g h t  c i v i l i a n s  which he had seen and t h a t  had been k i l l e d ,  
and a l s o  a t  t h a t  t ime, he had two VC suspec t s  who he had 
picked up and l a t e r  proved t o  be Popular Force. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it a s  such. This i s  one of the  
th ings  t h a t  he d i d  t e l l  me about a t  t h e  time of our te lephone 
conversat ion,  and I have no reason t o  doubt it, bu t  I d o n ' t  
remember it f i r s t h a n d .  I c e r t a i n l y  do r e c a l l  very d e f i n i t e l y  
him having picked up two Popular Force i n d i v i d u a l s  who he 
thought were VC suspec t s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  connect it wi th  t h a t  
opera t ion  as  opposed t o  some o t h e r  opera t ion .  

Q. Let  me read what he s t a t e d .  I n  h i s  testimony t o  
t h e  I G ,  Colonel HENDERSON s t a t e d  : 

"General KOSTER asked me t h e t  morning, o r  I 
b e l i e v e  it was t h a t  morning a t  LZ Dot t i e  when I 
saw him t h e r e ,  how many c i v i l i a n s  had been h u r t  
i n  t h i s  opera t ion ,  and I repor ted  t o  him t h a t  I 
had observed s i x  t o  e i g h t  k i l l e d  on t h e  ground 
who I d i d n ' t  know whether they were VC o r  n o t ,  
b u t  I had my suspic ions  they w e r e  c i v i l i a n ,  and 
I c a n ' t  r i g h t  now say where I s a w  them, b u t  I 
had observed s i x  t o  seven people t h a t  were e i t h e r  
women o r  ch i ld ren  t h a t  a p ~ e a r e d  from t h e  a i r  t o  
be dead. I d i d  n o t  know how long they had been 
k i l l e d ,  b u t  I do r e c a l l  t h a t  I t o l d  him t h a t  one 
woman and ch i ld ren  and t h e  two cows, which he 
t o o  saw, appeared t o  be h i t  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  o r  
gunships,  because I could observe t h e  c a t t l e  from 
t h e  a i r ,  and t h e  way t h e  bodies  of t h e  c a t t l e  had 
been t o r n  up, it must have been an a r t i l l e r y  round 
t o  k i l l  them, because t h e r e  was q u i t e  a b i t  of 
blood and f l e s h . "  

Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q- When you a r r i v e d  a t  LZ Dot t i e  a t  0935 Colonel 
HENDERSON had been t h e r e  f o r  some t ime,  3 0 ,  35, 40 minutes 
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t h a t  we know o f .  Colonel BARKER had been t h e r e  and had 
departed.  Do you r e c a l l  when you landed t h a t  morning, were 
you taken t o  t h e  TOC and b r i e f e d  on t h i s  opera t ion ,  o r  d i d  
you have a  d i scuss ion  wi th  Colonel HENDERSON and o t h e r  people 
e i t h e r  a t  t h e  h e l i p a d  o r  en rou te  between t h e  he l ipad  and 
t h e  TOC? Colonel HENDERSON t h a t  morning had with him 
these  i n d i v i d u a l s :  he had h i s  S 3 ,  Major MCKNIGHT; he had 
h i s  a r t i l l e r y  o f f i c e r ,  Colonel LUPER; and he a l s o  had an 
A i r  Force o f f i c e r  , Major MACLACHLAN ., 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  f i r s t h a n d  what t r a n s p i r e d  the re . .  
Colonel HENDERSON ind ica ted  t h a t  we had a  d i scuss ion  a t  t h e  
he l ipad .  I dol i ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q • Do you r e c a l l  Colonel BARKER coming back i n  whi le  
you were t h e r e ?  

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q Something about g e t t i n g  o f f  h i s  s h i p  wi th  some 
wounded and t h e  a i r c r a f t  cont inuing on t o  Chu Lai?  

A. I remember having seen something l i k e  t h i s  some-
t ime,  bu t  I d o n ' t  know when it was. 

Q Can you r e c a l l  what r e p o r t s  you were given con-
cerning t h e  progress  of t h e  opera t ion  a t  t h i s  time? 

A.  Not a s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h a t  t ime, b u t  about t h e  f i r s t  
t h i n g  t h a t  I do r e c a l l  on t h a t  opera t ion  was having a r e p o r t  
t h a t  somebody had h i t  a booby t r a p .  That i s  about a l l  I r e c a l l  
t h a t  I can p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f y  t o  t h a t  opera t ion .  

Q Yes, t h i s  i s  t r u e .  Bravo Company had one o f f i c e r  
t h a t  h i t  a booby t r a p  very soon a f t e r  t h e  combat a s s a u l t .  

A. Right on top  of a h i l l ,  a s  I r e c a l l .  

Q No, it was p r e t t y  much on t h e  f l a t ,  south  of M y  
L a i  (1). 

A .  This may have been another  booby t r a p  a t  another  
time. 

Q - Yes, t h i s  i s  t r u e .  It could have been the  next  
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day, too.  There was a booby t r a p  s i t u a t i o n  on a h i l l  where 
MEADLO, one of the  s p e c i 3 l i s t s  t h e r e ,  had a l e g  blown o f f .  

A. T h a t ' s  one of t h e  th ings  t h a t  I do r e c a l l  about 
t h i s .  Somehow I connected it wi th  t h e  a i r  a s s a u l t .  

Q W e l l ,  General KOSTER, up t o  t h e  time t h a t  you 
were t h e r e  we know t h a t  Char l ie  Company, f o r  example, had 
repor ted  90 enemy K I A ,  and 69 of t h e s e  came i n  i n  one e n t r y  
i n  the  l o g ,  which l a t e r  showed up i n  t h e  11th  Brigade log  as  
69 k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y .  Do you r e c a l l  being b r i e f e d  on those  
f i g u r e s  of 8 4  o r  69, 90, anything of t h a t  category? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  r ece iv ing  t h a t  information a t  t h a t  
t ime,  sir. 

Q- Can you r e c a l l  anything t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON o r  
any of t h e  people may have t o l d  you coccerning t h e  opera t ion?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e l a t e  t o  t h a t  occasion.  

Q- Colanel HENDERSON s t a t e s  t h a t  you s a i d ,  "How many
c i v i l i a n s  have been h u r t  i n  t h i s  opera t ion?"  Can you g ive  me 
any reasons you had t o  ask him a ques t ions  of t h i s  s o r t ?  

A. Nothing o the r  than t h i s  was a populated a r e a ,  and 
I would have had concern,  because,  assuming I had been f l y i n g  
over  the  a r e a  of opera t ions  and had j u s t  seen  a l o t  of c i v i l -
i a n s  moving along the  road. 

c2 W e l l ,  one ques t ion  I wanted t o  ask you, General 
KOSTER, is  whether o r  n o t  you had overflown t h e  a r e a  and had 
seen t h e  evacuat ion of t h e  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. A s  I say ,  I c a n ' t  t i e  it t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  oper-
a t i o n .  I ' v e  flown over s e v e r a l  of them, and t h i s  one doesn ' t  
d i s t i n g u i s h  i t s e l f  from any o t h e r  a s  f a r  a s  t h i s  type  of t h i n g  
i s  concerned. 

Q e  Do you r e c a l l  see ing  t h i s  v i l l a g e  of My Lai  (4), o r  
as it i s  b e t t e r  known by the Vietnamese, Thaun Yen Subhamlet, 
being p r e t t y  much up i n  smoke a t  a t  t h a t  t ime when you flew over? 

A. No s i r ,  I don ' t .  
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Q Do you r e c a l l  t e l l i n g  Colonel  HENDERSON any th ing  
about  t h e s e  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. Sometime I aslced him t o  g ive  me an account  o f  civi-
l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  and what w a s  t h e  cause of t h e  c a s u a l t i e s .  I 
d o n ' t  know when. 

A. W e l l ,  can you t h i n k  o f  any th ing  e l s e  t h a t  t r a n s -
p i r e d  t h a t  morning a t  LZ D o t t i e ?  We've gone through a c t u a l l y  
extreme p a i n s  t o  work o u t  who w a s  t h e r e  and s o  f o r t h  d u r i n g  
t h i s  p e r i o d ,  because  t h e r e  a r e  some very c r i t i c a l  happenings 
about t h i s  t i m e .  The unique t h i n g ,  General  KOSTER, i s  t h e  
l a s t  r e p o r t  of anybody be ing  k i l l e d  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  V i l l a g e  
w a s  a t  8:40 i n  t h e  morning and up t o  t h a t  t i m e  o r  a l i t t l e  
be fo re  it was 90. 

A. You mean t h e  l a s t  t ime from a l l  sou rces?  A l l  t h i s  
happened b e f o r e  t h a t  t ime? 

Y e s ,  sir.  

A. No. I would have s a i d  my primary r ea son  f o r  land- in 

i n g  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  w a s  probably f o r  r e f u e l i n g  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  94 

W e  had a r e f u e l i n g  p o i n t  t h e r e ,  and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  the s p e c i f i c s  
o f  t h e  v i s i t .  

MR WEST: Do you r e c a l l  where General  YOUNG w a s  a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t .  

Q General  PEERS i n d i c a t e d  t o  you t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON 
had spoken t o  you and mentioned having seen  s i x  o r  e i g h t  c i v i l i a n s  
dead,  and mentioned one o r  two cows, and i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had 
s e e n  them. We ques t ioned  him r a t h e r  c l o s e l y  about  t h i s ,  because 
i n  your e a r l i e r  t es t imony you c e r t a i n l y  had no c l e a r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  
a t  a l l  as t o  whether  you had been o v e r  t h e  a r e a ,  and Colonel  
HENDERSON s a i d ,  w e l l ,  he c e r t a i n l y  had t h e  impress ion  t h a t  you 
had been. Now, w e ,  as General  PEERS i n d i c a t e d ,  t a l k e d  t o  a l o t  
of people ,  p i l o t s  and c o p i l o t s ,  crew members of  Cha r l i e -Cha r l i e  
s h i p s  involved.  The p i l o t  t o l d  us of an i n c i d e n t  which I would 
l i k e  t o  t e l l  you about and s e e  i f  you can f i x  t h e  t i m e  perhaps 
a l i t t l e  more c l o s e l y  t h a n  h e  d i d .  He remembered t h e  area--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  On t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day? 
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Q- No, t h i s  i s  what I ' m  g e t t i n g  a t .  H e  remembers over-
f l y i n g  t h e  a r e a .  He relzembers t h s t  you s a t  on t h e  r i g h t ,  s o  he  
o r b i t e d  t o  t h e  r i g h t  i n  ca se  anybody wanted t o  g e t  a look on t h e  
ground. And he remembered l and ing  n e a r  My Lai ( 4 )  and be ing  o n  
t h e  ground about  3 minu te s , .  The v i l l a g e  w a s  back o f f  t o  h i s  
l e f t  r e a r ,  and t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  was more o r  less po in t ed  toward 
My Lai  (1). The t roops  were o u t  moving o f f  toward t h e  e a s t .  
H e  landed t o  t h e  w e s t  of t h e  road.  About 200 meters on up t h e  
road and he could  s e e  a .body l y i n g  on t h e  rozd .  H e  c o u l d n ' t  
t e l l  whether it w a s  a man--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  My h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  s a i d  t h i s ?  

Q- Yes, s ir .  And t h a t  you g o t  o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,
and t a l k e d  t o  someone, and g o t  r i g h t  back i n ,  and you took 
o f f .  H e  cannot  f i x  t h e  d a t e .  I thought  perhaps  you could 
r e c a l l  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s .  

A .  I c e r t a i n l y ' d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it on t h a t  day nor  do I 
r e c a l l  it d u r i n g  t h e  course  of  an o p e r a t i o n  q u i t e  l i k e  t h i s .  
I r e c a l l  having come i n  t o  t h e  Miss ionary H i l i  t h e r e  on numer-
ous occasions--

I0: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Monastery H i l l ?  

A. Monastery H i l l ,  r i g h t .  And Up t igh t  many t imes .  
When we were involved  i n  r e l o c a t i n g  some of the c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  
had been l e f t  t h e r e  by t h e  Koreans, it seems t h a t  I could 
have landed a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  b u t  t h a t  would have been a l i t t l e  
f u r t h e r  n o r t h  and o u t  towards t h e  Batangan. 

MR WEST: Well ,  he seemed t o  remember t h e  a r e a ,  of c o u r s e ,  
t h i s  was--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was t h i s  t h e  p i l o t  t h a t  f lew f o r  
me r e g u l a r l y ?  

Q WITHAM, a t a l l  b lond boy. 

A. I guess  h e ' d  taken over  from t h e  one I cons idered  
t o  be  my r e g u l a r  p i l o t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  Of c o u r s e ,  t h i s  
would have been l a t e  i n  t h e  t o u r ,  because h e  j u s t  f l ew f o r  me 
about--

Q =  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The d a t e s  check o u t .  H e  was 
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f l y i n g  f o r  you then .  H i s  f l i g h t  r eco rds  and whatnot .  

Q H e  w a s n ' t  what I cons idered  my r e g u l a r  p i l o t .  H e  
w a s  t h e  c o p i l o t ,  and e v e n t u a l l y ,  a s  1 r e c a l l ,  took over  f o r  t h e  
l a s t  s h o r t  p e r i o d .  Maybe he was t h e r e  t h e n ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  recal l  
e v e r  be ing  on ground du r ing  any of t h o s e  o p e r a t i o n s  du r ing  
t h e  t ime they  w e r e  i n  p rog res s .  

Q- W e l l ,  h i s  tes t imony was a l i t t l e  s u r p r i s i n g .  W e  have 
t h e  crew c h i e f  coming i n  and p o s s i b l y  he can h e l p  c l a r i f y  t h i s .  

I0 : Again r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  l o g ,  General  KOSTER, on 
t h a t  a f t e rnoon  o f  t h e  1 6 t h  you a r r i v e d  a t  Bronco a t  1510 and 
depa r t ed  a t  1535. Do you r e c a l l  whether o r  n o t  you saw Colonel  
HENDERSON t h e r e  and t a l k e d  t o  him a t  a l l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  
\ 

Q I would f e e l  t h a t  you perhaps  picked up General  'd 
DOLEMAN a t  t h a t  t ime? N:n 

CV 
A.  I knew he was i n  t h e  a r e a ,  b u t  I h a v e n ' t  t r a c k e d  
h i s  e x a c t  s chedu le ,  when I was wi th  him and when I w a s n ' t  w i t h  
him. H i s  pr imary r e q u e s t  was t o  s e e  a l o t  of t h e  l l t h  Brigade 
and I know I l e f t  him w i t h  them o r  a t  l e a s t  showed him more of  
the l l t h  t han  any of  t h e  o t h e r  a r e a s  because of  h i s  p a s t  
a f f i l i a t i o n .  

Q Well,  you 've  n o t i c e d  from t h a t  c h a r t  t h e r e  t h a t  
you e v i d e n t l y  d i d  t a k e  General  DOLEMAN w i t h  you and proceeded t o  
LZ D o t t i e  where you were b r i e f e d  by Colonel  BARKER s t a r t i n g  a t  
1645, and you s t a y e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  1715. Then you w i l l  a l s o  no-
t i c e  t h e  fo l lowing  morning--I remember t h e  t ime be ing  8 :25 i n  
t h e  morning--you were back aga in  a t  LZ Bronco w i t h  General  
DOLEMAN. General  DOLEMAN s e e m s  t o  r e c a l l  t h a t  he s t a y e d  t h a t  
evening w i t h  you. 

A. I t h i n k  h e  d i d ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e .  

Q Sometime e i t h e r  j u s t  b e f o r e  you picked up General  
DOLEMAN o r  wh i l e  you had General  DOLEMAN w i t h  you,  and imme-
d i a t e l y  a f t e r  you had depa r t ed  from Bronco, you had t h i s  con-
v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  T a s k  Force Barker  TOC and Capta in  MEDINA 
i n  which you had countermanded t h e  o r d e r  f o r  C h a r l i e  Company 
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t o  r e t u r n  t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  t o  make a  body count .  Can you r e c a l l  
where t h i s  took p l a c e  a s  f a r  a s  your  movements t h a t  a f t e rnoon?  

A. Well ,  I r e c a l l  it was l a t e  i n  t h e  day,  and I 
haven'  t hooked t h i s  up n e c e s s a r i i y  w i t h  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  Nei t h e r  
would I' say  t h a t  it w a s n ' t .  I was f l y i n g  someplace between 
Quang Ngai and Chu L a i ,  I th ink .  I overheard  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  
of moving a t  t h i s  t i m e  of  day which was go ing  on between t h e  
company commander, whomever it was, and I though t  BAXER--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  BARKER was t h e r e  i n  t h e  TOC, b u t  

his i n s t r u c t i o n s  were be ing  passed on by Major CALHOUN t o  

Captain  MEDINA. 


A. A s  I was t o l d  t h e  mi s s ion ,  it w a s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  

t h e  body coun t ,  b u t  t o  a s c e r t a i n e d  how t h e s e  people  had been 

k i l l e d .  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h i s  was t h e  t i m e  f o r  somebody t o  be 

moving around.  
' , 

Q- W e l l ,  w e  have your  p r i o r  t es t imony on t h a t ,  Gen-
eral  KOSTER. What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  p i g  down i f  I can i s  when 
t h i s  t r a n s p i r e d .  It t r a n s p i r e d  b e f o r e  C h a r l i e  Company reached 
i t s  l a a g e r  s i te .  They marr ied  up wi th  Bravo Company a long  
about  1530 ,  and t h i s  took p l a c e  j u s t  b e f o r e  t hey  a r r i v e d  t h e r e ,  
which would p u t  it now a long  about  j u s t  a  few minutes  b e f o r e  

' o r  a few minutes  a f t e r  3:00, s o  t o  speak.  

A. I thought  it was l a t e r  i n  t h e  day. I a l s o  g o t  t h e  

impress ion t h a t  it had something t o  do w i t h  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  

l i f t ,  b u t  t h a t  was t h e  way I r e c a l l e d  it. 


Q. A t  t h a t  moment, t h i s  had n o t h i n g  t o  do  w i t h  it. 

A. I t  might have keen resupply .  Maybe t h a t ' s  it. 

Q. True ,  they  w e r e  p lanning  on r e supp ly  a t  t h a t  t ime.  
So it could have been mixed L?. There were a few a i r c r a f t  t h a t  
w e r e  scheduled  t o  go i n  there L.? t a k e  i n  p e r s o n n e l ,  i n  t e r m s  of  
Nat iona l  P o l i c e ,  some ARVN goin? i n  w i t h  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e ,  
some r e supp ly  s h i p s ,  and s o  f o r t h  But a t  t h e  moment, you 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  where you were i n  t h e  a i r  when you r ece ived  t h i s  

i n £  ormat ion? 


A. I would say  I was f l y i n g  someplace between Quang 

Ngai and Chu L a i  and headed towards Chu Lai .  
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Q - Do you r e c a l l  a t  t h i s  t ime t h a t  Captain  MEDINA had 
i n d i c a t e d  t h e  number of c i v i l i a n  K I A  t h a t  he had? 

A. I n  t h a t  conve r sa t ion?  

9 0 Y e s .  

A. No; s ir .  

Q I am t a l k i n g  about  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he  knew he 
had 20 o r  2 4  c i v i l i a n  K I A  and t h a t  t h e s e  had been k i l l e d  by 
a r t i l l e r y ,  and it would have been u s e l e s s  t o  go back and t r y  
t o  f i g u r e  o u t  how t h e y  were k i l l e d ,  because t h e  bod ie s  were 
s o  mangled,. 

A. I on ly  vaguely remember i n  t h e  course  of  t h i s  con-
v e r s a t i o n  t h a t  I w a s  having t h a t  I do t h i n k  t h a t  a t  sometime 
o r  ano the r  whoever I was t a l k i n g  t o  went t o  t h e  company com-
mander and asked a q u e s t i o n .  I d i d n ' t  look upon it as a 
th ree - s ided  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  r e a l l y ,  a l though  I do f e e l  t h a t  
somebody gave someone some informat ion  on something,  and I ' m  
n o t  s u r e  what. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  i n  your conve r sa t ion  t h a t  you had 
i s s u e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  you wanted Rawhide 6 ,  
which i s  t o  say  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander, informed of t h i s ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q I f  t h i s  d i d  happened a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I 'm r e f e r -
r i n g  t o ,  do you r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  Colonel  BARKER o r  
anybody about  t h i s  when you a r r i v e d  a t  LZ D o t t i e  a t  1645? 

A. NO, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

I0 : Well,  l e t ' s  t a k e  a b reak  u n t i l  2 o ' c l o c k .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1305 hour s ,  18  February 
1970.)  

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1 4 0 4  hou r s ,  18  February 
1970.)  

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: A 1 1  persons  p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  r e c e s s e d  are 
aga in  p re sen t ,  

I0 : General  KOSTER, on t h e  a f t e rnoon  of t h e  1 6 t h  you 
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picked up General DOLEI.*QlN, and you proceeded t o  LZ Dot t i e .  
D o  you r e c a l l  t he  b r i e f i n g  given by t h e  Task Force Barker per-
sonnel  t o  you and General DOLEMAN a t  Dot t i e  t h a t  af ternoon o r  
evening? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember any of t h e  s p e c i f i c s .  I ' m  s u r e  
I was with General DOLEMAN a t  D o t t i e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
anything o t h e r  than  t h a t .  

Q. Well, I was wondering i f  you remember see ing  Colonel 
HENDERSON t h e r e ?  

A. NO, sir.  

Q. I b e l i e v e  I asked you before  about n o t  l e t t i n g  
Char l ie  Company go back i n t o  My Lai ( 4 )  . Did you d i scuss  t h i s  

. wi th  Colonel BARKER o r  anybody e l s e  a t  LZ Dot t i e?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge I would say I h a d n t t  
gone back t o  Dot t i e  a f t e r  I had t h a t  conversa t ion  bec,ause I 
went back t o  Chu La i ,  a n d k i t  seems t o .  me t h a t  was a t  the  end 
of t h e  af ternoon.  

Q. After  t h a t  b r i e f i n g  a t  5:15, would you have gone
back t o  a s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  a t  t h i s  time? 

A .  W e  normally had them a t  1700. I f  I was coming i n  
l a t e  f o r  some reason o r  another ,  they were normally delayed 
u n t i l  I g o t  t h e r e .  

Q. You probably would have had a s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  some-
t i m e  a f t e r  1730? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  General  DOLEMAN was wi th  
me. I f e e l  we would have had one. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  when he was 
w i t h  me,, p o s i t i v e l y .  

Q We have some testimony from General YOUNG t o  the  
e f f e c t  t h a t  a f t e r  the  evening b r i e f i n g  i n  walking back with 
you, you d iscussed  t h e  d i s p a r i t y  between the body count and 
t h e  number of weapons captured.  Do you recall t h a t  conversat ion 
a s  you were walking back? Here I was wondering i f  General 
DOLEMAN was wi th  you a t  t h e  time. 
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A. He could  have been ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  the conver-
s a t i o n  as such.  I s u s p e c t  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e r e  w a s  t h e  wide v a r i -
a t i o n  t h e r e ,  it w a s  something w e  very  w e l l  could have d i scussed .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n s  concerning t h i s  128 
K I A  v e r s u s  3 weapons cap tured  a t  any t ime and i s s u i n g  any in -
s t r u c t i o n s  t o  have t h i s  checked i n t o ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i s s u i n g  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  
w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h a t .  

Q . That  evening ,  on t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  1 6 t h ,  Colonel  
HENDERSON i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  have c a l l e d  you on t h e  t e l ephone ,  and 
above and beyond t h e  s i x  t o  e i g h t ,  he i n d i c a t e d  t o  you t h e  
n u ~ b e rof c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  had been k i l l e d  was on t h e  o r d e r  of  
20. H e  r e p o r t e d  t o  you, and t a l k e d  t o  you about  it t h a t  evening? 

A.  I r e c e i v e d  t h a t  t ype  of  in format ion  a t  sometime. 
I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  when it was. 

When you r e c e i v e d  it, t h a t  20 c i v i l i a n s  were \Q ck i l l e d ,  General  KOSTER, and i r r e s p e c t i v e  of how t h e y  w e r e  k i l l e d ,  
(Iwas t h e r e  any k ind  of r e p o r t  f i l e d  a t  a l l  w i t h  I11 MAF o r  USARV x 

o r  anybody? 0 

A.  I w a s n ' t  p o s i t i v e  u n t i l  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  came up of  
r e p o r t i n g  c i v i l i a n s ,  whether  w e  r e p o r t e d  them o r  n o t .  I 
have subsequent ly  l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h i s  w a s n ' t  p a r t  of t h e  i n -
format ion  t ha t  w e  normally r e p o r t e d .  

Q Of c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  is  some d isc repancy  he re .  We have 
t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  TREXLER. Even though it d i d  n o t  appear  i n  
your  r e p o r t i n g  procedure ,  t h e r e  i s  an a r e a  where it could  be  
r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  of what i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  " o t h e r s , "  and 
he  w a s  of t h e  op in ion  t h a t  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  should  be re-
p o r t e d .  

A .  A s  f a r  as I know, t hey  were r e p o r t e d .  I have on ly  
gone by what people  t o l d  me t h a t ,  "No, we d i d n ' t  i n c l u d e  them 
i n  o u r  r e p o r t s . "  I would have thought  it q u i t e  p rope r  and 
l o g i c a l  t o  r e p o r t  them. 

Q The t h i n g  t h a t  b o t h e r s  me a l i t t l e  b i t  is  the 
f a c t  t h a t  you knew a t  l e a s t  20 c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d .  

(KOSTER) 179 APP T-20 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

There i s  no i n d i c a t i o n  of it i n  t h e  l o g  of t h e  America1 Divi-
s i o n  t h a t  such information was repor ted .  There is  no indica-
t i o n  t h a t  such information was passed t o  I11 MAF. I t  j u s t  
passes  ou t  of t h e  p i c t u r e  completely. Can you g ive  us any 
explanat ion  on t h i s  one a t  a l l ,  why t h i s  w a s  n o t  recorded 
some place  and passed on t o  h igher  headquar ters?  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  know. I ' m  s u r e  I d i d n ' t  t a k e  
any a c t i o n  t o  cause it t o  be repor ted  nor  d i d  I t ake  any 
a c t i o n  t h a t  would have stopped it from being  repor ted .  I 
perhaps thought it was p a r t  of our  r o u t i n e  r e p o r t .  I r e a l l y  
don 't know. 

Q. As I r e c a l l ,  much of t h e  information t h a t  was 
being passed on i n d i c a t e d  these  c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  as 
a r e s u l t  of a r t i l l e r y  and gunships and s o  f o r t h .  I 

A. This  i s ,  as  I understood it. 

Q Well, i n  t h i s  regard ,  t h i s  i s  E x h i b i t  D - 1 4 ,  pu t  
o u t  on 15 January 1968 while  you were i n  command of t h e  
d i v i s i o n .  This  i s  pr imar i ly  f o r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  u n i t s  as  you 
w i l l  n o t i c e  on t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  But it makes it very c l e a r  
i n  t h e  second paragragh: "All  f i r i n g  i n c i d e n t s  involving in-
jury o r  dea th  t o  U . S . ,  a l l i e d ,  o r  RVN m i l i t a r y  personnel ,  o r  
Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  w i l l  be i n v e s t i g a t e d . "  

A. Yes, s i r ,  bu t  I th ink  t h i s  i s  u n i n t e n t i o n a l  f i r -
ing as opposed t o  prepara tory  f i r e s ,  which were a l l eged ly  t h e  
th ings  involved h e r e ,  as  opposed t o  an e r r o r  i n  f i r i n g  d a t a  and 
t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  I would have c a l l e d  a f i r i n g  i n c i d e n t .  

Q. W e l l ,  you can do t h i s .  I mean one might say t h i s ,  
General KOSTER. But i f  an American, f o r  example, were i n j u r e d  
a t  any t i m e  by a r t i l l e r y ,  t h i s  a p p l i e s  by o u r  own a r t i l l e r y ,  
t h i s  caused an i n c i d e n t  r epor t  t o  be i n i t i a t e d  whether it was 
i n  a c t u a l  combat o r  what it was. The same t h i n g  i s  t r u e  of  
ARVN personnel  having t o  do with t h e i r  own a r t i l l e r y .  So ex-
tending t h i s ,  it comes r i g h t  on t o  t h e  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s .  

A. I c e r t a i n l y  would agree and would say it d i d  in -
c lude  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  i n  many c a s e s ,  but were they w i t h i n  
t h e  a t t a c k  a r e a ,  s o  t o  speak,  and t h i s  i s  a prep going i n  t h e r e ,  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  we rendered i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t s  on something of 
t h a t  type.  
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Q YOU a r e  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t .  
I r r e s p e c t i v e  of how t h e s e  people a r e  k i l l e d ,  t h e  f a c t  remains 
we s t i l l  have 20 dead c i v i l i a n s  out  t h e r e  a t  a minimum, b u t  
y e t  we f i n d  noth ing  going forward i n  terms of t h e  SITREP re-
p o r t s ,  i n  t h e  INTSUM's, i n  terms of an a r t i l l e r y  inves t iga -
t i o n ,  i n  terms of a s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t ,  which i f  t h i s  were 
uncovered could l e a d  t o  q u i t e  a b i t  of a t t e n t i o n  i n  the  p r e s s  
and s o  on. None of t h e s e  th ings  seemed t o  have happened. 

A. Well, I ' m  s u r e  i n  the  course of o t h e r  a c t i o n s ,  al-
though I hope t h a t  t h i s  number d i d  no t  become involved,  b u t  i n  
t h e  course of f i g h t i n g  i n  o t h e r  bu i l t -up  a reas  we probably 
had c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  i n  many of them. They weren ' t  t he  
s u b j e c t  of an i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t .  

Q Well, coming down t o  the  morning of t h e  17 th ,  
do you r e c a l l  t a k i n g  General DOLEMAN down t o  LZ Bronco and 
g e t t i n g  t h e r e  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning? 

A. NO, sir.  I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  see ing  Colonel HENDERSON t h e r e  t h a t  
morning? This would have been a Sunday morning, t h e  16th  
being a  Saturday and Sunday being the  17th.  

A. . No,. sir. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q - According t o  t h e  way we r e c o n s t r u c t  t h i s ,  General 
KOSTER, when you f i n a l l y  d i d  depar t  from General DOLEMAN, you 
probably re tu rned  t o  Chu Lai sometime around t h e  noon per iod .  
~twas a t  t h a t  t i x e  t h a t  General YOUNG perhaps informed you 
concerning the  repor.': he received from Colonel HOLLADAY and 
Major WATKE; r e fe rence :  t h e  complaint r e g i s t e r e d  by Warrant 
O f f i c e r  THOMPSON? 

A. I t  was about t h a t  time of day when I f i r s t  heard 
about it. 

Q Would you r e p e a t  f o r  us again your r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of what General YOUNG t o l d  you about what t h e  warrant  o f f i c e r  
t o l d  you o r  what had been repor ted  t o  him? 

A. Well, a s  b e s t  t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  it was a ques t ion  of 
ind i sc r imina te  f i r i n g  on t h e  p a r t  of the  ground t roops ,  and it 

(KOSTER) 181 APP T-20 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

w a s  a case  of t h e r e  being some d i f f2cu l ty .  between t h e  p i l o t  
and t h e  ground commander. A s  I say ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  I' g o t  
a l l  this a t  one t i m e ,  b u t  genera l ly  speaking,  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  two 
th ings .  

Q .  What s p e c i f i c a l l y  d i d  they t e l l  you was t h e  prob-
lem between t h e  p i l o t  and t h e  ground element? 

A. The p i l o t  had wanted t o  b r i n g  i n  some s h i p s  f o r  
evacuat ion of personnel ,  and I guess t h e  ground commander a t  
t h e  time h a d n t t  thought t h i s  was t h e  time o r  t h e  use of gun-
s h i p s  f o r  t h a t  mission. I t  revolved around t h e s e  cons ide ra t ions ,  
and it concerned t h e  evacuat ion of some people t h a t  were i n  
t h e  a r e a  a t  t h e  time. 

Q J u s t  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  conf ron ta t ion  now, see  
i f  thcse  th ings  f i t  back i n t o  your mind about perhaps some 
people having gone i n t o  a hootch o r  i n t o  a bunker o r  i n t o  a 
cave o r  i n t o  some kind of s t r u c t u r e ;  and t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t  landing  t o  d i scuss  t h i s  wi th  t h e  ground t roops .  By 
d i scuss ing  wi th  t h e  ground t roops ,  he i n d i c a t e d  he wanted t o  
g e t  t h e  people out  of t h e r e .  The response was, "The only 
way t o  g e t  those  people ou t  i s  with some grenades."  The 
p i l o t  s a i d ,  "No, you j u s t  hold your f o r c e s  back,  hold your 
t roops  back, and I ' l l  g e t  them out ."  The f a c t  i s  t h a t  a t  
t h i s  t i m e  he had h i s  gunners providing f i r e  suppor t  i f  need 
be t o  p r o t e c t  him. Then he evacuated t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  from 
t h e  cave by b r ing ing  i n  a gunship t o  evacuate  about 1 2  
people i n  success ive  l i f t s .  

A. I have heard something along t h e s e  l i n e s ,  b u t  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether I r e c a l l  it from something t h a t  was s a i d  
then  o r  something t h a t  I have read o r  heard  dur ing  t h e  course 
of t h e s e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was i n  a l l  of t h a t  
d e t a i l  a t  t h e  t ime I heard it, b u t  some p o r t i o n s  of it could 
have been included.  

Q. Was t h e r e  any re fe rence  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  the  h e l i -
cop te r  had i t s  guns t r a i n e d  on Americans? We've heard some 
t a l k  about t h e  major problem being t h a t  w e  d o n ' t  want Americans 
f i r i n g  on Ameriqans. 

A. I never had any thought t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was 
such t h a t  t h e r e  was any l i k e l i h o o d  of t h a t  happening. I knew 
t h e r e  had been a conf ron ta t ion ,  b u t  a s  f a r  as a c t u a l l y  f i r e  
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between t h e  two, I: never g o t  t h e  impression t h a t  t h a t  was even 
a l i k e l i h o o d .  Perhaps someway I ' v e  determined t h e r e  m2ght have 
been t h e  t h r e a t  of t h a t ,  bu t  aga in ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  r g o t  t h i s  
from what I ' v e  r e a d  o r  something t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  then.  

Q With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  ind i sc r imina te  f i r i n g ,  was 
t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n  of unnecessary k i l l i n g ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge. 

Q- id you g e t  any i d e a  t h a t  anybody had been h u r t  
down t h e r e  by s m a l l  arms f i r e ,  by t h e  ground t roops?  

A .  Well, I guess by t h a t  time I knew t h e r e  had been 
some c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  so  apparent ly  they had been i n j u r e d  
by some means. 

Q. You are r e l a t i n g  what you a r e  hear ing  back t o  t h e  
20 f i g u r e ,  then? 

A. I suspec t  I was. I ' m  n o t  su re  whether I r e l a t e d  0COt o  the  20 f i g u r e  o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  had been some c a s u a l t i e s .  

Q Well,  we know p r e t t y  much what t h i s  warrant  o f f i c e r  
saw. W e  know from t h e  testimony we have taken from o t h e r s  
t h a t  he wasn ' t  only unhappy about it, he was j u s t  o u t  and o u t  
mad about it. This  i s  what caused him t o  r e p o r t  i n i t i a l l y  t o  
Major WATKE, h i s  commander, when he f i r s t  came i n  a t  about 
11:30 on the  morning of t h e  16th .  There had been an awful l o t  
of t r a f f i c  on t h e  a i r  t h a t  morning concerning t h e  k i l l i n g  of 
c i v i l i a n s ,  and t h e  s topping  of t h e  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s ,  and 
and the  s topplng  of  burning of hootches,  "St02 t h e  k i l l i n g . "  
"Stop t h e  burning t h a t ' s  going on." Some of t h e  t r a f f i c  was 
coming up from br igade  wanting t o  know what does a l l  t h i s  mean, 
t r a f f i c  t h a t  they were hear ing  a i r - t o - a i r  and air-to-ground. 
So, Major WATKE g o t  a p r e t t y  good e a r f u l  when Warrant O f f i c e r  
THOMPSON f i n a l l y  unloaded on him. When he re turned  home t h a t  
evening, Major WATKE thought about it f o r  a long long time 
before  he f i n a l l y  went over and repor ted  t o  h i s  commanding 
o f f i c e r ,  which was Colonel HOLLADAY. And they agonized about 
t h i s  t h i n g  f o r  2 o r  3 hours.  Major WATKE was more concerned 
about t h e  conf ron ta t ion  which h i s  people may have had wi th  
t h e  ground element. But t h i s  i s n ' t  what concerned Colonel 
HOLLADAY. Even Major WATKE agrees  t h a t  when t h i s  s t o r y  was 
t o l d ,  Colonel HOLLADAY wasn ' t  a  damned b i t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  
conf ron ta t ion .  He s a i d  t h a t ' s  n o t  t h e  problem. The problem 
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i s  t h a t  we have g o t  a l o t  of dead c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  have been 
k i l l e d  unnecessa r i ly ,  ac3 t h a t  was t h e  b i g  problem. And the  
f i g u r e  t h a t  s tuck  i n  h i s  mind t h a t  they were t a l k i n g  about 
t h a t  n i g h t  was around 120 t h a t  had been seen. This i s  what 
they went t o  t a l k  t o  General YOUNG about t h e  fol lowing morning. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any f i g u r e  l i k e  t h a t  was ever  given 
t o  me. 

Q- W e l l ,  what was your i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h i s  i n d i s -
cr iminate  f i r i n g  t h a t  you have ind ica ted?  

A. I thought they saw some v i l l a g e r s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
t h a t  the  t roops  were f i r i n g  a t  t a r g e t s  a s  opposed t o  i d e n t i -
f i e d  enemy which they were supposedly t h e r e  t o  f i r e  a t .  They 
w e r e  covering a wide range, and j u s t  by t h i s  type of coverage, 
they were bound t o  h i t  some of t h e  c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  were i n  t h e  
a rea .  I guess t h i s  i s  my i n t e r p r e t a t i c s  of what I r e c a l l  now. 

Q Was it ind ica ted  t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  j u s t  t h e  r e p o r t
of Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON b u t  i n  f a c t  s e v e r a l  of t h e s e  avi-
a t o r s ?  He w a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  spokesman. 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it was ever  i n d i c a t e d  t o  me t h a t  
t h e r e  were a number of p i l o t s  r e p o r t i n g  t h i s .  

Q. Can you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  may have been 
passed t o  you by General YOUNG? 

ZT. The f i r s t  t i m e  he t a l k e d  t o  me about i t ?  

Q- Y e s .  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything f u r t h e r  than t h a t .  

Q. W e l l ,  s i n c e  t h i s  was a  conf ron ta t ion ,  s o  t o  speak, 
between one of your elements,  t h e  123d Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n ,  
and Task Force Barker of t h e  11th  Brigade, what was your r e a l  
purpose,  then ,  i n  t e l l i n g  Colonel HENDERSON t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  i t ?  

A. Well, I can only say t h a t  he was t h e  s e n i o r  com-
mander of t h e  e n t i r e  ac t ion .  A l l  t h e  a i r  elements were i n  
support  of t h a t  opera t ion .  H e  had o v e r a l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  
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Q. Did anybody ever  go down t o  t a l k  t o  Colonel HOLLADAY 
o r  Major WATKE o r  t o  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON t o  f i n d  ou t  
what they had seen? 

A. A s  f a r  a s  I knew, t h i s  was p a r t  of t h e  i n v e s t l g a t i o n .  
And I ' m  reasonably--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Not an independent i n v e s t i g a t o r ,  s o  
to  speak. 

A. I ' m  reasonably c e r t a i n  I t a l k e d  t o  Colonel HOLLADAY 
a t  some time o r  another .  

Q We have, f r a n k l y ,  no ind ica ton  from Colonel HOLLADAY 
t h a t  he ever  t a l k e d  t o  you about it. A s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  I ' v e  
asked Colonel HOLLADAY s e v e r a l  t imes why he d i d n ' t  go t o  see 
you about it a f t e r  t h e r e  was no s a t i s f a c t i o n .  He, f o r  one, 
having seen e i t h e r  t h e  r e p o r t  of t h e  24th o r  another  p iece  of 

4 
f'.! 

paper which may have s a i d  t h e  same th ing ,  expressed t h e  opinion &.a 
t h a t  it was a coverup. N 

A. Well, I ' m  reasonably s u r e  t h a t  I d id  t a l k  t o  Colonel 
HOLLADAY a t  some time o r  another .  

Q I would be s u r e  t h a t  i n  t h e  course of events  you
ta lked  t o  Colonel HOLLADAY, b u t  whether you t a l k e d  t o  Colonel 
HOLLADAY about t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ?  A s  a  mat ter  of f a c t ,  I ' m  s u r e  
you saw Colonel HOLLADAY p r a c t i c a l l y  every n i g h t .  

A. I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about t h a t .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about 
wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

Q. I d o n ' t  f i n d  it. 

MR MACCRATE: Can you r e c a l l  t h e  time and t h e  circumstances of 
your speaking wi th  Colonel HOLLADAY? J u s t  what do you r e c a l l  of 
any such d i scuss ion?  . 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  s e t t i n g ,  and I ' m  n o t  s u r e  it was 
Colonel HOLLADAY. I t  seems t o  m e  t h a t  a f t e r  General YOUNG 
brought me t h i s  informat ion ,  we might have discussed it wi th  
somebody from t h e  a v i a t i o n  d i v i s i o n  r i g h t  then a t  t h e  t ime,  
b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  it was Colonel HOLLADAY. But somebody I 
thought had given him the  informat ion ,  although I ' m  no t  po-
s i t i v e  on t h a t .  I t  could have been another  i n c i d e n t .  
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r0 : Colonel HOLLADAY, I take  it, from t h e  testimony of 
both Colonel HOLLADAY and Major WATKE, was very concerned. I n  
t h i s  regard  d i d  your chief  of s t a f f ,  Colonel PARSON, t e l l  you 
t h a t  Colonel HOLLADAY had informed him of t h e  e n t i r e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I th ink  he d id .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  he and 
General YOUNG were toge the r  when they t o l d  me t h i s .  I ' m  no t  
p o s i t i v e  on t h i s ,  but--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  We j u s t  t a l k e d  t o  Colonel PARSON 
here  a couple days ago, and I r e c a l l  asking s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
"What d id  you do?" The answer i s  t h a t  he d i d  nothing. I 
asked him i f  he repor ted  t h i s  t o  you, and he s a i d ,  "There 
was no use i n  me t ak ing  t h i s  up wi th  General  KOSTER; t h e  
genera l s  were handl ing t h e  s i t u a t i o n . "  But t h e r e ' s  no 
ques t ion  t h a t  Colonel HOLLADAY t h a t  n igh t  of t h e  17th  f u l l y  
c u t  i n  Colonel PARSON. This s t o r y  was n o t  t o l d  by WATKE a s  
it was p rev ious ly ,  b u t  by HOLLADAY, only by HOLLADAY. 

A. Well, I would have s a i d  t h a t  when I received the  
informat ion ,  both General YOUNG and Colonel PARSON were 
t h e r e  and t h a t  we conceivably even asked f o r  somebody t o  
come over  from t h e  TOC, t h e  a v i a t i o n  d i v i s i o n .  I d o n ' t  
know whether it was HOLLADAY o r  n o t ,  b u t  I c e r t a i n l y  have a 
f e e l i n g  t h a t  YOUNG and PARSON were both  t h e r e .  

.Q Well, I r e c a l l  asking General YOUNG i f  anybody was 
p r e s e n t  when he repor ted  it t o  you, and he i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  wasn ' t  anyone t h e r e ,  t h a t  it was j u s t  a  conversa t ion  be-
tween t h e  two of you. Can you r e c a l l  your conversa t ion  
wi th  General YOUNG, what you t o l d  him t o  do? 

A. Well, some p lace  along t h e  l i n e  I ' m  s u r e  I t o l d  him 
t o  make an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h i s ,  and it a l s o  seems t o  me t h a t  I 
j u s t  d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  an i n c i d e n t  l i k e  this was a p t  t o  have 
happened. And t h a t ' s  why I tend t o  th ink  t h a t  t h e r e  was more 
than General YOUNG i n  t h e  room a t  t h e  t i m e  I made an observat ion  
l i k e  t h a t .  But I d i d ,  I ' m  s u r e ,  sometime t e l l  him t o  make an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q What i n s t r u c t i o n s  d i d  you g ive  him about t h e  in-
v e s t i g a t i o n ?  Who was t o  conduct i t ?  What were t h e  parameters 
of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  I d id  anything more than  t e l l  
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h i m  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  it. I f  I d i d ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I c e r t a i n l y  
thought any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of it would have involved t a l k i n g  
t o  t h e  people on t h e  ground and the people f l y i n g  t h e  h e l i -
cop te r s .  

Q. But your words, a s  you r e c a l l  them,-were j u s t  t o  
have t h i s  m a t t e r  i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A. I have a f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  was more i n  d e t a i l  
than t h a t ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what. 

Q. Well, a t  t h a t  time,, General KOSTER, was your concern 
over  t h e  conf ron ta t ion  between t h e  t roops  o r  t h e  ind i sc r imina te  
f i r i n g  o r  unnecessary s h o o t i n g , a t  c i v i l i a n s . ,  o r  what was your 
primary concern? 

A .  Well, I guess it would have had t o  have been a 
combination of a l l  those  th ings .  

Q I know t h i s  i s  redundant,  b u t  a t  no t ime d i d  you 
d 
.f' 

ever  g e t  any f e e l i n g  t h a t  any c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d ?  .ID 
N 

A .  Not o t h e r  than  i n  t h e  course of t h e  p repara t ion  o r  
t h e  h e a t  of b a t t l e .  

Q. What w a s  your impression as  t o  what i n s t r u c t i o n s  
you had given t o  General YOUNG and what h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
would be t h e r e a f t e r ?  

A. .Well, I looked upon him a s  e x e r c i s i n g  primary 
o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  of t h e  11th  Brigade o r  t h a t  s e c t o r  of 
opera t ions  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a rea .  I f e l t  t h a t  anything t h a t  
was i n v e s t i g a t e d  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  opera t ions  down t h e r e ,  
he would s e e  t h a t  it was c a r r i e d  ou t  and would c e r t a i n l y  be 
p r ivy  t o  anything t h a t  I even tua l ly  saw and would r e a l l y  
review it befo re  I ever  saw it. 

Q - Well, can you t e l l  us what you next  heard about 
t h i s  i n c i d e n t  and t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. The f i r s t  t i m e  I eve r  had any r e p o r t  from t h e  in-
v e s t i g a t i o n ,  I t h i n k ,  was t h e  t ime General YOUNG came i n  s l i g h t -
l y  around noontime and t o l d  me t h e  r e s u l t s  of HENDERSON'S in -
t e r r o g a t i o n  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t .  
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9. Did he say p i l o t  o r  p i l o t s ?  

A. Well, t h e r e  was only one p i l o t  t h a t  I knew of 
t h a t  was r e a l l y  involved a t  t h a t  time. We were going t o  i n -
t e r r o g a t e  a l l  of them, b u t  t h e  one t h a t  I was p r imar i ly  in-
t e r e s t e d  i n  was t h e  one t h a t  had had t h e  conf ron ta t ion  and 
t h a t  had passed h i s  observat ions  along. That was t h e  one t h a t  
we focused on. Now, we knew t h e r e  had been o t h e r  p i l o t s  i n  t h e  
a i r ,  and I d e f i n i t e l y  had t h e  impression t h a t  o t h e r  p i l o t s  
were t a l k e d  t o  sometime during t h e  course of t h i s .  But t h i s  
d i scuss ion  I have i n  mind concerned one p i l o t .  

Q - . Again, what d i d  he t e l l  you about what Colonel 
HENDERSON had concluded a s  r e s u l t  of h i s  d i scuss ion  with t h e  
p i l o t ?  

A. Well, it was genera l ly  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  he f e l t  
t h e  p i l o t  had been confused and t h a t  he was a young man who had 
become over ly  e x c i t e d  and had probably imagined some th ings  
t h a t  hadn ' t  r e a l l y  taken p lace .  I t  was genera l ly  along t h i s  
l i n e .  

Q. He d i d n ' t  t e l l  you t h a t  he t a l k e d  t o  one of the 
gunners on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  o r  t h a t  he had t a l k e d  t o  another  one 
of t h e  gunship p i l o t s ?  

A. Who, General YOUNG o r  Colonel HENDERSON? 

Q. General YOUNG r e p o r t i n g  who had t a l k e d  t o  Colonel 
HENDERSON. 

A. No, s ir .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, he d i d n ' t  
pass  any of t h a t .  

Q Well, one of t h e  problems w e  have h e r e  i s  t h a t  
Colonel HENDERSON would i n d i c a t e  he t a lked  t o  THOMPSON f o r  
about 5 o r  10 minutes,  and t h a t  was a l l .  But Warrant O f f i c e r  
THOMPSON i n d i c a t e d  it was a much longer  t i m e  than  t h i s .  

A. I r e c a l l  t h a t  I had heard i n  terms of h a l f  an 
hour. 

Q Well, THOMPSON r e c a l l s  20 t o  30 minutes. 

A. I d o n ' t  know where I g e t  t h i s .  I j u s t  r e c a l l  I 
thought it was an extended d i scuss ion . '  
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Q And subsequent ly ,  according t o  the  testimony we 
have, he t a l k e d  to S p e c i a l i s t  COLBURN who i s  a doorgunner wi th  
Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON, and he t a lked  t o  one of t h e  p i l o t s  
of the  gunships who was f l y i n g  about 50 f e e t  o f f  t h e  r e a r  of 
THOMPSON'S H-23, a chap by t h e  name of CULVERHOUSE. They both  
come through loud and c l e a r  about what they had t o  t e l l  him. 

.A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, t h a t  was only--

Q • ' ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  And i t ' s  no t  a s t o r y  of a w2ld, 
d i s t o r t e d  a v i a t o r .  I t ' s  t h e  s t o r y  of an a v i a t o r  t h a t  t h a t  
morning had observed 10 t o  15  c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  on a road, and 
he a l s o  saw about  5 o r  more wounded c i v i l i a n s  j u s t  nor th  
of t h e  road which he marked wi th  smoke and saw t h e  ground 
t roops  come over and, when he g o t  back i n t o  t h e  a r e a  l a t e r ,  
t h e s e  people i n s t e a d  of be ing  evacuated were dead. It's 
a s t o r y  about s e e i n g  a group of bodies  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a 
s t o r y  about landing  along s i d e  of a d i t c h  t h a t  was f i l l e d  
wi th  bodies  and t a l k i n g  t o  an American s e r g e a n t ,  perhaps %! 
colored ,  who, when he f i n a l l y  depar ted ,  was over  a t  l e a s t  L-3
po in t ing  h i s  r i f l e  again i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  d i t c h .  I t 's  CV 
t h e  s t o r y  of t h e  conf ron ta t ion  I j u s t  t o l d  you about.  I t ' s  
a l s o  a s t o r y  about  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  d i t c h  and t h e  crew ch ie f  
and the  doorgunner going down i n t o  the  d i t c h  amongst a l l  t h e s e  
bodies  and p u l l i n g  o u t  a young boy t h a t  was s t i l l  a l i v e  and 
f l y i n g  him t o  Qui Nhon. I t ' s  a s t o r y  about see ing  75 t o  150 
bodies .  

A .  I d i d n ' t  r e c e i v e  any of t h a t .  

Q So i t ' s  n o t  a wi ld ,  d i s t o r t e d  s t o r y  from a h e l i -
cop te r  p i l o t .  

A. I a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t .  Did General YOUNG r e c a l l  w h a t  
he t o l d  me on t h i s  occas ion ,  because previous ly ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  
he hadn 't remembered t h i s ?  

Q General YOUNG i s  s t r o n a  on confronta t ion .  He's 
s t r o n g  on people be ing  caught i n  a c r o s s f i r e .  He d id  not  have 
t h e  b e n e f i t ,  according t o  him, of a t  l e a s t  20 c i v i l i a n s  having 
been k i l l e d .  H e  d i d  n o t  know t h a t .  

A .  But d o e s n ' t  he r e c a l l  r e l a y i n g  t o  me t h e  g i s t  of 
the HENDERSON i n t e r r o g a t i o n ?  

Q. He does r e l a y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he had, of a r e c e n t  
d a t e ,  t o l d  us t h a t  he had--
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A. ( In terpos ing)  T h a t ' s  one of my mi les tones .  I 
could see it a s  i f  he were s i t t i n g  h e r e  now. But he relayed 
none of t h e  s i d e  t h a t  you t o l d  me about;  t h a t  I have not  heard.  

MR MACCRATE: General KOSTER, you made one re fe rence  t o  
s p e c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of General YOUNG by a r e a .  What was 
t h e  genera l  d i v i s i o n  of a rea  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a s  assigned t o  
him? 

A. Well, he genera l ly  was re spons ib le  f o r  t h e  oper-
a t i o n s  around Chu L a i ,  t h e  defense of Chu Lai and t o  t h e  
south  of t h e r e ,  n o t  t h a t  t h i s  precluded o r  excluded him 
from going up and obse'rving t h e  opera t ions  and p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
i n  whatever was going on t o  t h e  nor th .  But we had an under-
s tanding  between General RYDER, be fo re  he was h e r e ,  t h a t  I 
looked upon General RYDER t o  look a f t e r  t h e  southern  s e c t o r  
p r imar i ly  whi le  I devoted most of my time t o  t h e  nor thern  
a rea .  And when General YOUNG succeede6 General RYDER i n  
t h i s  r ega rd ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  I s e t  it o u t  i n  a d i r e c t i v e  a s  
such, b u t  t h a t  was our modus operandi ,  s o  t o  speak. 

Q- Well, i n  t h i s  regard--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  And I th ink  t h i s  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t r u e ,  and I b e l i e v e  I d id  emphasize t h i s  t o  him a t  t h e  time 
t h e  11th  Brigade CG depar ted ,  t h a t  t h i s  would r e q u i r e  a l i t t l e  
c l o s e r  supervis ion  on h i s  p a r t .  

Q Well, i n  t h i s  r ega rd ,  I would have expected,  the re -
f o r e ,  t h a t  he would have been t h e  one i n  s p e c i a l  con tac t  wi th  
t h i s  opera t ion  on t h e  16th  a s  it was going forward. 

A. Very d e f i n i t e l y .  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of h i s  being i n  t h e  
a r e a  a t  a l l  on 16 March whi le  t h e  opera t ion  was going forward? 

A. No s p e c i f i c  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  because I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  
have t h a t  much r e c o l l e c t i o n  about myself. 

. Q. Well,  General YOUNG has  t o l d  us  t h a t  he was not  
i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a rea  t h a t  day. He p l a c e s  himself up i n  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  t o  t h e  nor th  of Chu Lai .  

10: 196th and 198th a rea .  

MR MACCRATE: I n  t h e  Wheeler-Wallowa o p e r a t i o n a l  a rea .  
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A. Thrs would have been e n t i r e l y  p o s s i b l e ,  p a r t f c u l a r l y  
i f  he knew I was going t o  watch a por t ion  of t h e  CA. I t ' s  
e n t i r e l y  p o s s i b l e  he went t h e  o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n  t o  avoid having 
too  many people over f ly ing  t h e  a rea .  

Q* Now, wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  what you understood about t h e  
na tu re  of the  complaint ,  what was your understanding of t h e  
opera t ion  t h a t  day a s  t o  t h e  c o n t a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  had been wi th  
enemy f o r c e s ?  

A. Well, I understood t h a t  t h e r e  had been some i n i t i a l  
c o n t a c t ,  t h a t  it hadn ' t  been a heavy nor sus ta ined  hard con-
t a c t ,  b u t  t h e r e  had been enemy i n  the  a r e a  s u f f i c i e n t  enough 
t o  warrant  cont inued f i r i n g .  

Q Did anyone t e l l  you t h a t  t h e r e  had been a c t u a l  
enemy f i r e ?  

A.  Yes, sir. I am s u r e  I had t h a t  impression. 

Q cont inuing  f o r  any per iod  of time? 

A. I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e .  I b e l i e v e  a t  some time during 
the course of t h i s ,  I d i d  have t h e  impression t h a t  t h e r e  had 
been some r e s i s t a n c e  someplace throughout the  opera t ion  
through most of t h e  morning, anyway. 

Q. Well, i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ' s
complaint,  was anything s a i d  about enemy f i r e ?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  anything was s a i d  
about it. 

Q Any sugges t ion  t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  had braved 
enemy f i r e  t o  p u t  down? 

A .  I would have s a i d  i f  he would have landed h i s  h e l i -
cop te r  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  t h e r e  wouldn't  have been much 
enemy f i r e  o r  he wouldn't  have been t h e r e .  I c e r t a i n l y  g o t  
t h e  impression t h a t  t h e r e  wasn ' t  any f i r e  a t  t h e  t i m e  he landed 
on the  ground. 

I0 : Well, when General YOUNG was t e l l i n g  you t h e  s t o r y  
about t h e  warrant  o f f i c e r ,  was he r e f e r r i n g  t o  you about c i -
v i l i a n s  g e t t i n g  caught i n  a c r o s s f i r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  t h a t  was p a r t  of t h e  d i scuss ion  
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a t  t h e  time. I t  was more t h e  conf ron ta t ion  and t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  
of the  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  and how he saw t h e  b a t t l e  i n  being a s  
opposed t o  how it would have been t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  on t h e  
ground, 

Q. A t  any time during t h i s  pe r iod  from about t h e  16 th ,  
17 th ,  up t o  t h e  20th,  was t h e r e  any f e e l i n g  t h a t  i n s t e a d  of 
looking i n t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ' s  a l l e g a t i o n ,  t o  look i n t o  
the  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  h imse l f ,  t h a t  he may be the one t h a t ' s  
c r e a t i n g  t h i s  problem? 

A. W e l l ,  I guess t h i s  could have been t h e  connotat ion 
drawn from t h e  r e s u l t s  of HENDERSON'S i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  

Q We'l l  come around t o  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  t o  you i n  
a l i t t l e  whi le  again.  

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1456 hours ,  18 February 
1970.) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1503 hours ,  18 February 
1970.) 

I0: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : A l l  persons p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  recessed a r e  
again p resen t .  

10: Going back, General KOSTER, t o  t h e  s h e e t  which I 
have provided you (Exhibi t  M-119), y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  on t h e  18 th  
you were a t  LZ Dott ie .  W e  have it from two d i f f e r e n t  logs :  
one, t h a t  you a r r i v e d  a t  1345 and departed a t  1405, and the  
o t h e r  would have you a r r i v i n g  a t  LZ Dot t i e  a t  1410 and depar t ing  
a t  1450. Tha t ' s  on t h e  18 th ,  which i s  a Monday. This is  the  
day a f t e r  you had t a lked  t o  General YOUNG and had t o l d  him t o  
i s s u e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  have an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted. D o  you 
r e c a l l  your v i s i t i n g  LZ Dot t i e  t h a t  af ternoon? 

A. Not s p e c i f i c a l l y .  I t  was my p r a c t i c e  t o  g e t  t o  
these  p laces  every o t h e r  day o r  s o ,  and I d o n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
r e c a l l  t h i s .  

Q. But a t  t h i s  t ime,  General KOSTER, t o  b r i n g  it 
down t o  focus ,  you had some f a m i l i a r i t y  wi th  the  opera t ion .  
You knew t h a t  some people had been k i l l e d .  You a l s o  knew 
t h a t  you had received a r e p o r t  of some i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  f i r i n g ,  
and you'd a l s o  received a r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e r e  had been a 
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confronta t ion  between t h e  a i r  and ground element,  and you ' re  
coming down h e r e  and, you ' re  t a l k i n g  t o  Task Force Barker. 

A. Yes, sir. I ' m  s u r e  I t a lked  t o  BARKER about 
t h e  opera t ion ,  about t h e s e  d i sc repanc ies ,  and I th ink  I 
was reassured  by him t h a t  t h i n g s  had been normal. 

Q Did he t e l l  you whether o r  n o t  he had been on 
t h e  ground o r  done anything t h a t  he could v e r i f y  t h i s  from? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h e  conversa t ion .  

Q Well, j u s t  about t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  you were t h e r e ,  
they were s t a r t i n g  t o  l i f t  Char l ie  Company out  of t h e  f i e l d .  
This i s  on t h e  af te rnoon of t h e  18th .  Char l ie  Company was up 
i n  t h e  a r e a  of M y  Lai  ( l ) ,probably on t h e  south s i d e  of t h e  
Diem Diem, al though we have had some people say t h a t  it was 
on t h e  nor th  side. They would have t o  c r o s s  t h e  b r idge  o r  
causeway t o  g e t  ove r  t h e r e .  They were s t a r t i n g  t o  l i f t  them 
back i n .  Did you s e e  any of Char l i e  Company r e t u r n ?  

A. Perhaps I s a w  them. I ' m  reasonably c e r t a i n  I 
d i d n ' t  speak t o  any of them. And I do r e c a l l  them coming 
i n  a t  t h e  time I was the re .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  speaking t o  Colonel BARKER there 
o r  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  sir.  

Q Well, I would have imagined t h a t  a t  this p o i n t ,  
having t h i s  informatLon, you would have been q u i t e  concerned. 

A. Yes, sir. I ' m  s u r e  i f  there--

Q- - ( In te rpos ing)  For t h i s  reason,  it would appear 
t o  m e ,  very f r a n k l y ,  t h a t  you would remember these conver-
s a t i o n s ,  because you would be t h e  one t o  address  the  i s s u e .  

A. The only one I can r e c a l l ,  and again I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
whether it was on t h i s  occas ion ,  b u t  I remember t a l k i n g  t o  
bo th  of them on d i f f e r e n t  occasions where they reassured  m e  
t h a t  the  opera t ion  had been conducted t h e  way it should have 
been conducted. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  it was a t  t h i s  t i m e  a s  
opposed t o  o t h e r  occasions when I was t h e r e  o r  on t h e  te lephone 
poss ib ly ,  b u t  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  every time I saw them, we t a l k e d  
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about  t h i s  s u b j e c t .  I would ag ree  w i t h  you t h e r e .  But a t  
no t i m e  d i d  I g e t  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e y  had misg iv ings  about  
what had gone on. 

Q a  When you were t h e r e  on t h e  a f t e r n o o n  of t h e  1 8 t h ,  
d i d  you see any unusual  smoke o r  bu rn ing  o f f  t o  t h e  e a s t  
down toward t h e  c o a s t ,  t h e  a r e a  of P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  No, sir.  

Q. When you were,  on t h e  1 7 t h ,  en  r o u t e  t o  Duc Pho 
i n  t h e  morning o r  on your  r e t u r n  from Duc Pho i n  t h e  a f t e r -
noon, d i d  you look o u t  t o  t h e  e a s t  and s e e  l a r g e  volumes 
of smoke i n  t h e  a r e a  of  Son My V i l l a g e ?  

A. Not t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge, I d i d n ' t .  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I d i d .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I s a w  g r e a t  
burn ings  a t  any t ime i n  t h a t  a r e a  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  I had 
seen  them i n  o t h e r  l o c a l e s ,  b u t  n o t  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
l o c a l i t y  . 
Q- W e l l ,  I am s u r e  t h a t  i t  w i l l  s u r p r i s e  you t o  l e a r n  
t h a t  n o t  on ly  was t h e  v i l l a g e  of  My Lai  o r  Thuan Yen burned,  
b u t  t h e  lower p a r t  of  t h i s  subhamlet  t o  t h e  n o r t h  w a s  burned,  
a subhamlet  c a l l e d  Binh Tay. Another hamle t  which on t h e  map 
shows up as My L a i  ( 5 ) ,  which a c t u a l l y  i s  Bing Dong, was l i k e -
wise  burned,  a t  l e a s t  t h e  lower h a l f  of  it s o u t h  of t h e  r i v e r ,  
and perhaps  the n o r t h e r n  p a r t  of it. 

A. And t h i s  w a s  as l a t e  a s  t h e  18 th?  

Q S t i l l  going on on t h e  18 th .  What I ' m  t e l l i n g  you 
about  happened on t h e  16 th .  On t h e  1 6 t h  a l s o  one subhamlet  
i n  t h e  a r e a  of  My Khe ( 4 ) ,  on t h e  c o a s t  where Bravo Company 
w a s  i n ,  a s m a l l  subhamlet was burned t h e r e .  And t h e  fo l lowing  
day t h r e e  subhamlets ,  Co Lay (1), Co Lay ( 2 ) ,  and Co Lay ( 3 )  
were burned t o  t h e  ground. And a l s o  My Khe ( 2 )  and My Khe 
(1), e a s t  of  H i l l  85, were burned t o  t h e  ground.  Tha t  was on 
t h e  17 th .  And on t h e  1 8 t h ,  ano the r  v i l l a g e  or subhamlet  
g e n e r a l l y  e a s t  of My Lai  (1) was a l s o  burned.  And t h a t ' s  
t h e  reason  I ' m  ask ing  whether you s a w  any smoke o r  n o t .  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t .  A t  no t i m e  i n  t h a t  a r e a  d i d  
I s e e  f i r e s  t h a t  I wouldn ' t  have determined o r i g i n a t e d  prob-
a b l y  because of  some f i g h t i n g  going on. 

c2. The only r e s i s t a n c e  they  r e c e i v e d  over  t h e r e  was 
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a l i t t l e  b i t  i n  t h e  a r e a  of My Khe ( 4 )  by t h e  b r idge ,  b u t  
a s i d e  from t h a t  t h e r e  was nothing b u t  a few mines, and t h a t ' s  
about it. Char l i e  Company had one man wounded on t h e  16th ;  
s h o t  himself i n  t h e  f o o t .  Now, g e t t i n g  back t o  d i v i s i o n  
headquar ters ,  d i d  Colonel PARSON ever  t e l l  you o r  advise  you 
o r  inform you o r  ques t ion  you i n  any way concerning a r e p o r t  
which he 'd  r ece ived  from Chaplain LEWIS? 

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  sir. 

Q Well, I t o l d  you t h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  w a s  mad. 
H e  w a s  r e a l  mad. H e  d i d n ' t  t h ink  he was going t o  g e t  proper  
t rea tment ,  s o  he went t o  t h e  chapla in  of DIVARTY and t o l d  him 
exac t ly  what he saw. I t  was a s o r d i d  s t o r y .  This  chapla in  
i n  t u r n  r e l a t e d  it t o  your d i v i s i o n  chaplain.  

A. I never  go t  any information t h a t  came through 
t h e  chapla in  's channels .  

Q - What would have been t h e  proper channel f o r  t h e  
chaplain? 

A. To go t o  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  o r  come t o  me. 

Q - And what about t h e  DIVARTY chapla in?  

A. I would say  he could have gone t o  h i s  commander 
and t o l d  him. 

Q Is t h e r e  any reason t o  keep a t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s ,  
t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  something l i k e  t h i s ,  i n  c h a p l a i n ' s  channels? 

A. Absolutely not .  

Q. On t h e  20th,  what d i d  Colonel HENDERSON t e l l  you? 

A. I ' m  n o t - s u r e  of t h e  d a t e .  I ' m  no t  s u r e  t h a t  he 
gave me a f u l l  wrap-up a t  one t i m e .  I t  seems t o  me t h e  bulk 
of what he d i d  t e l l  me came a t  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s  when I saw him 
o r  t a l k e d  t o  him. I f e e l  t h a t  he t o l d  me of i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  
of both t h e  ground elements,  commanders p r imar i ly ,  and many 
of t h e  a v i a t o r s .  

Q Did he t e l l  you how he t a l k e d  t o  personnel  on 
t h e  ground? 

A. W e l l ,  he t o l d  me t h a t  he had met many of them 
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as they  r e t u r n e d  i n t o  a l and ing  zone. He d i d n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
t e l l  m e  a t  t h a t  t ime thzt he t a l k e d  t o  them as a group. The 
in format ion  he had from t h e  commanders would have caused m e  
t o  judge t h a t  he  t a l k e d  t o  them as i n d i v i d u a l s  a s  opposed t o  
p a r t  of a l a r g e r  group. I g o t  t h e  impress ion ,  though,  very 
d e f i n i t e l y ,  t h a t  he  t a l k e d  t o  a l o t  o f  people .  

Q Did you g e t  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  he had conducted 
q u i t e  a thorough i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s .  I t  was my impress ion  t h a t  he had t a l k e d  t o  
enough people '  s o  i f  something l i k e  t h i s  had i n  f a c t  t aken  
p l a c e  it would have su r f aced .  

Q W e l l ,  as I t o l d  you, M r .  WEST h a s  t a l k e d  t o  about 
70 people  i n  C h a r l i e  Company, and t h e s e  men wanted t o  t a l k ,  
b u t  t hey  never  d i d .  L e t  m e  r e a d  you what Colonel  HENDERSON 
i n d i c a t e d .  Th i s  i s  p a r t  of  a response ' t o  one of  t h e  q u e s t i o n s .  
H e  s a i d :  

"It w a s  about  t h e  20th of  March, when I had a 
meet ing a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  r i c e -
d e n i a l  o p e r a t i o n  scheme t h a t  w a s  b e i n g  p re sen ted ,  
and a l l  t h e  b r i g a d e  commanders w e r e  t o  be  p r e s e n t .  I 
even went up e a r l y  o r  I s t a y e d  a f t e r  t h e  meeting.  I , 

do n o t  r e c a l l  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  b u t  I went i n t o  Genera l  
KOSTER's o f f i c e  and gave General  KOSTER, f i r s t ,  a l l  
t h e  ca rds  t h a t  Colonel  BARKER had provided  t o  m e  3 
o r  4 days b e f o r e  t h i s ,  and exp la ined  t o  him 
t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  c i v i l i a n  body count ,  and t h e  c i -
v i l i a n s  t h a t  had been k i l l e d  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  and t h e  
way t h a t  it had been r e p o r t e d  t o  me t h a t  t hey  had 
been k i l l e d .  I went i n t o  t h e  w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r ' s  
a l l e g a t i o n s  made t o  m e ,  t h e  f a c t  that  t h e s e  could 
n o t  be  s u b s t a n t i a t e d .  I informed General  KOSTER, 
whom I had spoken t o  about t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s ,  t h a t  
I j u s t  d i d  n o t '  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w a s  any t r u t h  t o  
t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  excep t  on t h i s  one i n c i d e n t  where 
MEDINA had k i l l e d  a woman. MEDINA openly admi t ted  
it. H i s  response was immediate and General  KOSTER 
accep ted  my r e p o r t  o r  I wou ldn ' t  s a y  chewed m e  
o u t  b u t  he l e t  me know i n  no u n c e r t a i n  terms t h a t  
t h i s  number of  c i v i l i a n s  i n  an o p e r a t i o n  l i k e  t h i s ,  
r e g a r d l e s s  of t h e  i n t e n s i t y  of f i r e ,  was unacceptab le .  
I w a s  n o t  d i r e c t e d  t o  f u r t h e r  my i n q u i r y  nor d i d  I 
as commander f e e l  t h a t  any th ing  f u r t h e r  was d i c t a t e d  
by t h e  in format ion  I had a t  this t ime.  On o r  about  
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t h e  middle of Apr i l ,  t h e  next t h i n g  I h e a r d ' a b o u t  
t h i s  r e p o r t  I b e l i e v e  was t h i s  attachment (look-
i n g  a t  Exh ib i t  R-1) . I t  was e i t h e r  t h i s  one o r  
a l e t t e r .  The l e t t e r  is  a t t ached  t o  my r e p o r t  
of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  da ted  24 Apr i l . "  

And he obviously i s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h i s  s ta tement .  So on this 
p o i n t  he i s  say ing  t h a t  he repor ted  t o  you and t h e  mat ter  was 
dropped. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q A t  a la ter  d a t e ,  he ind ica ted  t h a t  he  thought t h a t  
he  had prepared a w r i t t e n  report , ,  t h a t  he had been d i r e c t e d  t o  
prepare a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  and had submit ted it. 

A. I rece ived  a w r i t t e n  report--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  About t h e  THOMPSON a l l e g a t i o n ,  n o t  
about t h i s  a l l e g a t i o n ,  n o t  about t h e  24th of Apr i l ,  but--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, it incorpora ted  t h e  s t a t e -
ments of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  l i s t e d  he re ,  p lus  o t h e r s .  

Q. Y e s .  W e l l ,  t h a t  would have been t h e  formal 
r e p o r t ,  then? 

. .
A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Subsequent t o  the 24th of Apr i l?  

A. Yes, sir: O r  i f  my t iming is  wrong, I could 
have t o l d  him a t  t h i s  s t a g e  t o  put  it i n  w r i t i n g ,  b u t  I t h i n k  
it was subsequent t o  t h i s  one. 

Q Was anybody p r e s e n t  dur ing  h i s  r e p o r t  t o  you?
Did anybody e l s e  know about t h i s ?  

A. I doli ' t  r e c a l l .  I do r e c a l l  Colonel HENDERSON 
being  i n  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  meeting he spoke o f .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
i f  anybody was t h e r e  a t  t h e  time. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  he 
r e a l l y  t o l d  me anything a t  t h a t  time t h a t  he h a d n ' t  been 
t e l l i n g  me dur ing  t h e  course of t h e  l a s t  few days,  e i t h e r  
from him o r  through General YOUNG, because it seems t o  me 
t h a t  General YOUNG kep t  me posted on t h i s  t o  a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t ,  
too .  

Q So t h i s  wasn ' t  a  f o r m a l i s t i c  kind of o r a l  r e p o r t  
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o r  b r i e f i n g  t o  you? 

A. I ' v e  never looked upon it a s  t h a t .  He stopped a t  
t h e  o f f i c e .  H e  had h i s  f o o t  i n  a c a s t .  H e  had been h i t  
some time, and I ' m  no t  s u r e  whether he c a r r i e d  anything with 
him. H e  was coming up f o r  t h a t  meeting and he wanted t o  
s e e  me, I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  it was be fo re  the  meeting, t o  d i s -
cuss  t h e  r e s u l t s  of h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q =  A r e  you su re  he had h i s  f o o t  i n  a c a s t  a t  t h a t  
time? 

A. I t  seems t o  me t h a t  he d i d ,  s ir .  

Q- 1f s o ,  it wasn ' t  on t h e  20th. 

A. 20 Apr i l?  

Q No, h e ' s  t a l k i n g  about March. 

A. Well, I don ' t  r e l a t e  it t o  t h a t  time. I r e l a t e  
it t o  when I thought we t a l k e d  about r i c e - d e n i a l  a t  t h e  
t ime he came up with h i s  f o o t  i n  a c a s t ,  which would have 
been a t  a l a t e r  da te .  

Q. H e  wasn ' t  i n j u r e d  u n t i l  t h e  21s t .  

A. Right.  

Q- And I th ink  it was a couple of days be fo re  he had 
h i s  l e g  pu t  i n  a c a s t .  

A. But t h e  reason I thought we had t h e  r i c e  d e n i a l  
d i scuss ion ,  and we had a group p i c t u r e  taken,  and HENDERSON'S 
g o t  h i s  f o o t  i n  a c a s t  i n  t h a t  p i c t u r e .  I t  was on t h a t  
occasion,  I know he stopped i n  t h e  o f f i c e  sometime before  
the  meeting. 

MR MACCRATE: D o  you have a copy of t h a t  p i c t u r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Might t h e r e  be a d a t e  on t h e  p i c t u r e ?  

A. We know exac t ly  t h e  d a t e  of it. I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  
a r e  people who know t h e  exact  d a t e  t h a t  meeting took p lace .  
I t  may be on t h e  back of the  p i c t u r e ,  too .  
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Q Was h e  s e a t e d  i n  the f r o n t  row? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - W e  had  t h i s  meeting descr ibed  t o  us. Someone 
e l s e  r e c a l l e d  it, because he came i n  and t h e  p lace  had t o  
be arranged f o r  him, because h i s  l e g  was s t i c k i n g  s t r a i g h t  
o u t  i n  t h e  c a s t ,  something of t h i s  s o r t .  

A. This  might have been i n  the  meeting room. I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  In t h e  p i c t u r e ,  he is  i n  t h e  f r o n t  row. 

10: We'd l i k e  t o  have a copy of t h a t  p i c t u r e ,  and 
i f  you can af f i x  t h e  d a t e  t o  it, it would be h e l p f u l .  

A. Yes, sir, I th ink  I can t e l l  you t h e  exac t  da te .  

MR WEST: With rega rd  t o  General YOUNG'S r e p o r t  t o  you 
of what WATKE and HOLLADAY had to ld 'h im,  I b e l i e v e  it was 
brought o u t ,  according t o  h i s  testimony, he had n o t  in-
formed you of t h e  r e p o r t  from t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  of see ing  
numbers of dead c i v i l i a n s .  I want t o  t e l l  you t h a t  t h i s  is  
c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  General  YOUNG'S Lestimony here .  He's been 
be fo re  us t h r e e  t i m e s . ,  .I th ink .  With regard  t o  t h e  My L a i  
i n c i d e n t ,  h i s  c o n s i s t e n t  testimony i s  t h a t  he was never in-
formed of even one c i v i l i a n  having being k i l l e d  dur ing  
t h a t  day. Nobody e v e r  mentioned it t o  him. So t h i s  would 
be c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  h i s  not--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes, sir.  

Q I want t o  move back t o  another  s u b j e c t ,  General 
KOSTER. When you were f i r s t  h e r e ,  it must have been t h e  15th  
of December, General  PEERS asked you i f  you had a hand i n  t h e  
planning o r  t h e  opera t ion  of  t h e  Son My opera t ion  which 
began on 16 March 1968. And you answered: 

" I  d i d  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  f i r s t h a n d  i n  t h e  planning 
of t h e  opera t ion .  As  was common p r a c t i c e ,  I ' m  
s u r e  I was b r i e f e d  on t h e  plan.  I ' m  s u r e  I was 
t o l d  t h a t  coordina t ion  would be requ i red  wi th  ARVN 
s i n c e  it was o u t s i d e  the  a r e a  of opera t ions .  I ' m  
s u r e  I a l l o c a t e d  t h e  a i r l i f t  t o  c a r r y  t h e  t roops  
i n ,  because t h a t  was normal p r a c t i c e .  " 

A l i t t l e  l a t e r  i n  t h e  ques t ioning  you were asked: 
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"Q. Would you normally be t h e  approving a u t h o r i t y  
f o r  t h e  opera t ion ,  o r  had you de legated  such approval 
t o  t h e  br igade  commanders f o r  opera t ions  wi th in  
t h e i r  AO's?" 

And your answer was: 

"A. Very d e f i n i t e l y  opera t ions  wi th in  t h e i r  AO, 
and r e a l l y ,  it came t o  d i v i s i o n  f o r  a l l o c a t i o n  
of resources  o r  f o r  a turn-down i f  we were using 
t h e  resources  elsewhere. But o t h e r  than  t h a t ,  i f  
we could support  t h e  a c t i o n ,  w e  normally suppl ied  
t h e  resources .  I was t o l d  i n  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g ,  
o r  a subsequent planning d i s c u s s i o n ,  about such 
types of operations.. I t  was w e l l  w i th in  my power 
t o  say no, go, o r  something." 

I t ' s  n o t  e n t i r z l y  c l e a r  t o  me from t h i s  whether you had approved 
t h i s  Son My opera t ion  i n  advance. We had some testimony t h a t  
t h e  opera t ion  had been planned f o r  some t i m e  and t h a t  i n  some 
s t a g e  General LIPSCOMB had b r i e f e d  you on it and obtained 
your approval.  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I ' m  reasonably c e r t a i n  he had prob- 
ably mentioned it t o  me, because it was somewhat d i f f e r e n t  
from t h e  normal opera t ion  i n  t h a t  they were going i n t o  the  
ARVN A0 and t h a t  requi red  coordina t ion  there. General LIP-
SCOMB normally t o l d  me of the  a reas  t h a t  he was looking 
forward t o  going i n t o  o r  was planning fo r .  

Q. Well, a s  a mat ter  of f a c t ,  could any opera t ion  
of a b a t t a l i o n  o r  l a r g e r  s i z e  be launched wi thou t  your ex-
p l i c i t  approval? 

A. I t  would be p r e t t y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  them t o  launch 
it wi thout  my knowledge, because we a l l o c a t e d  the  resources 
f o r  them t o  do it. 

Q- No, I d o n ' t  mean t h a t .  I mean wi thou t  your ap-
proval  of t h e  concept and planning. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  They could launch them without  my 
looking a t  a p lan  i n  d e t a i l .  

Q-
t e n  plan.  

I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e r e  was no w r i t -

A. None t h a t  I ever  saw. 
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Q There was a map t h a t  was marked up and t h e r e  may 
have been an over lay  o r  two, b u t  t h e r e  was no p lan  i n  w r i t i n g .  
Nothing had been submit ted i n  w r i t i n g  t o  d i v i s i o n  o r  even t o  
br igade .  This  is  why he had inqu i red  e a r l i e r  about the  ap-
proval  and been informed t h a t  General LIPSCOMB had b r i e f e d  
you on t h a t .  D o  you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of how much in fo r -
mation you were given about t h i s  upcoming opera t ion?  

A. No, sir. I ' m  reasonably s u r e  t h a t  he probably 
o u t l i n e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  would be two blocking companies, 
one would g e t  t h e r e  over  land ,  and t h e  o t h e r  two were a i r  
a s s a u l t e d ,  and t h e  genera l  scheme of t h i n g s .  But I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  t h a t  I even focused as t o  exac t ly  where it was on t h e  
map, one of t h e s e  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e s  a s  opposed t o  another  one. 
The one t h a t  had been t h e  primary t a r g e t  was t h e  one on t h e  
c o a s t ,  and t h e  only  time I r e a l l y  heard P i n k v i l l e  used was 
f o r  t h a t  one r i g h t  on t h e  c o a s t  as  opposed t o  any of t h e  
o t h e r s .  

Q Yes, it i s  marked on t h e  map a s  My Lai  (1).
W e l l ,  t h e r e  e v i d e n t l y  was a p r a c t i c e  among t h e  t roops  i n  
t h e  br igade  and Task Force Barker,  a t  l e a s t  we heard  it 
from Char l i e  Company, t o  c a l l  t h i s  a r e a  P i n k v i l l e .  But 
you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything i n  p a r t i c u l a r  about t h e  ob jec t -
i v e  o r  the  con ten t  of t h e  opera t ion?  

A. No, s ir ,  o t h e r  than  t h e r e  was t o  be one company 
b locking  and t h e  o t h e r  two were t o  be i n  more of a mobile 
r o l e .  

Q - Well, we have had cons iderable  evidence on t h i s .  
The opera t ion  had Seen i n  t h e  planning s t a g e s  f o r  some t i m e .  
It had been due t o  k ick  o f f  a l i t t l e  b i t  e a r l i e r  and was 
cancel led  a t  t h e  l a s t  minute because i n t e l l i g e n c e  was rece ived  
t h a t  the  enemy had pu l l ed  ou t  of t h e  a rea .  And they  g o t  it 
l a i d  on again.  There a r e  some s i g n i f i c a n t  t h i n g s  about the  
planning and t h e  o rde r s  t h a t  were given t h a t  I th ink  should 
be brought t o  your a t t e n t i o n .  Perhaps you can g ive  comment 
on these  for us.  

I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  t h e r e  had been cons iderable  d i s -
cuss ion  by Colonel BARKER about t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  a r e a  had 
q u i t e  a number of inhab i t ed  v i l l a g e s  i n  it. The people t h e r e ,  
t h e  c i v i l i a n  popula t ion ,  had i n t e r f e r e d  with opera t ions  and 
were a  hindrance.  They had been i n  t h e r e  be fo re  and had a 
rough time. The people had i n t e r f e r e d  with t h e  opera t ions .  
They had gone t o  t h e  ARVN's and d iscussed  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
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of some k ind  of  a j o i n t  o p e r a t i o n  wi th  coope ra t ion  s o  they  
could come i n  and move t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e s  o u t -  
And they  g o t  no p l a c e  w i t h  t h i s .  They were t o l d  t h a t  t h e  
r e l o c a t i o n  c e n t e r s  were f u l l .  So t h i s  hand l ing  of t h i n g s  
was j u s t  dropped. 

J u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  k i cked  o f f ,  and I 
assumed it was p a r t  of t h e  p l ann ing ,  p a r t  o f  t h e  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s  or  guidance g iven  t o  t h e  company commanders, t h e  in -
t e l l i g e n c e  w a s  g iven o u t  t h a t  t h e  48th Loca l  Force  B a t t a l i o n  
was back a t  s t r e n g t h  and they  were ho led  up i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  
t h a t ' s  marked a s  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  which is  a c t u a l l y  t h e  sub- 
hamlet  of Thuan Yen, and t h a t  t h e r e  would be 250 t o  300 
VC i n  t h e r e .  C h a r l i e  Company was due f o r  a ha rd  f i g h t .  

Coupled w i t h  t h i s  w a s  a s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  people  
of t h e  v i l l a g e  would be  gone t o  market by 0700 hour s ,  and 
nobody would be  l e f t  i n  t h e r e  b u t  VC o r  VC sympath izers .  
The re fo re ,  t hey  planned a CA t o  i n s e r t  a company about  
0730. They would s t a r t  o u t  t h e r e  a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  . 

Now, t h i s  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  w e  c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  any 
suppor t  f o r  it. Your d i v i s i o n ' s  G 2  i n fo rma t ion  was t h a t  
t h e  48th  Local  ~ o r c e  B a t t a l i o n  had been ve ry  bad ly  mauled 
i n  t h e  a t t a c k  a t  Quang Ngai d u r i n g  t h e  T e t  and had p u l l e d  
back i n t o  t h e  mountains t o  regroup ,  t o  r e c o v e r ,  and t o  
r e c r u i t  people .  The most he  could  say  i s  that t h e r e  
might have been i n  t h i s  AO, a l l  up n o r t h  through t h i s  ge- 
n e r a l  area,. ( i n d i c a t i n g  on E x h i b i t  MAP-l) - - t ha t  t h e r e  might 
have been some elements  o f  t h e  48th Local  Force att tali on 
i n  t h e r e .  

A. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  t h e  a r e a  where t hey  would 
have gone t o  r e c r u i t  over  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  c o a s t l i n e  
area on E x h i b i t  M A P - 1 ) .  Back i n  t h e  mountains ,  t h e r e  w a s  
nobody t o  r e c r u i t .  

Q- W e l l ,  a t  any rate,  w e  t a l k e d  t o  Colone l  TREXLER 
about  t h i s .  The most he could p u t  i n  t h a t  a r e a  a t  t h i s  t ime 
w a s  p o s s i b l y  some elements  of  t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  H e  had no 
in fo rma t ion  t h a t  t hey  would be  i n  t h e r e  i n  s t r e n g t h .  

Secondly,  no p l ans  whatsoever  w e r e  made f o r  dea l -  
i n g  w i t h  t h e  c i v i l i a n  popu la t ion  i n  t h e  hamle t s  of t h i s  A0 
i n  which they  were o p e r a t i n g ,  and t h e r e  were q u i t e  a  few 
i n h a b i t e d  hamle ts .  There were o t h e r s  t h a t  had been razed ,  
and t h e  people  had j u s t  gone, and nobody l i v e d  t h e r e  anymore. 
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No plan.  

T h i r d l y ,  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ion ,  as f a r  a s  t h e  
p repara t ion  f o r  C h a r l i e  Company's i n s e r t i o n ,  was d e l i b e r a t e l y  
planned t o  be p u t  on t h e  hamlet Thuan Yen. Not on t h e  land-
i n g  zone, b u t  on t h e  hamlet. T h a t ' s  where it f e l l  except  
f o r  a few s t r a y  rounds t h a t  h i t  i n  t h e  landing zone. 

Another p o i n t  is t h a t  Colonel BARKER i s sued  
t h e  o rde r s  t o  t h e  company commanders, and he ,  among o t h e r  
t h i n g s ,  t o l d  t h e  commanders t h a t  he wanted t h e  bu i ld ings  
knocked down, the hootches burned, the  defens ive  p o s i t i o n s  
destroyed,  and a e  l i v e s t o c k  k i l l e d  o r  run o f f .  I won't 
go i n t o  d e t a i l s  as t o  what MEDINA and MICHLES ordered t h e i r  
companies t o  do. A s  General PEERS i n d i c a t e d ,  I am very 
f a m i l i a r  with t h e  o rde r s  t h a t  were given t o  Char l i e  Company, 
t h a t  i n  e f f e c t  t o l d  them, and they g o t  t h e  word, t h a t  they 
wanted everyth ing  l i v i n g  k i l l e d .  But even l ay ing  t h a t  a s i d e ,  
I wanted t o  ask i f  you were aware of t h e  n a t u r e  of the  p l a n  
and t h e  orders  that w e r e  given? 

A.  Not of t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g s  t h a t  you have j u s t  
spoken. No, sir,  

Q Well, t h e s e  a r e  f a c t s .  This i s  t h e  evidence.  
This  i s  undisputed s e r i o u s l y .  Some people d o n ' t  remember 
hear ing  a l l  t h e  elements ,  b u t  a good many people do. This 
is  t h e  evidence as t o  what happened. .. 

A.  Well, t h i s  was n o t  sanct ioned by anybody from 
d i v i s i o n ,  I ' m  reasonably c e r t a i n ,  nor a t  any t ime during 
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  d i d  t h i s  type of d i r e c t i v e  s u r f a c e .  

Q Well, I t h i n k  you can see  why I ' m  asking.  Be-
f o r e  we l e t  t h e  r ecord  s t a n d ,  which has some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  
you approved t h e  p l a n  and, i n  e f f e c t ,  approved of what 
happened, I t h i n k  you should know t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  p lan ,  
and t h e s e  a r e  t h e  o rde r s ,  and t h i s  is  what happened. 

A.  Well, t o  me, t h a t  was n o t  t h e  p lan  t h a t  was 
ever  presented  t o  me nor was it ever  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  those  
would be t h e  o rde r s  t h a t  t h e  t roops  would have when they  
made t h e i r  a s s a u l t .  

Q I understand. I d o n ' t  c o n t r a d i c t  you a t  a l l .  
However, t h i s  i s  a r a t h e r  s e r i o u s  t h i n g  we ' re  faced with.  
Somewhere, somebody up t h e  l i n e  sanct ioned burning,  t h e  
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burning of  t h e s e  populated hamlets i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  t h e  k i l l i n g  
of the l i v e s t o c k ,  n o t  even d i scuss ing  whether they sanct ioned 
o r  d i r e c t e d  t h e  k i l l i n g  of t h e  u n r e s i s t i n g  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  the  
Vietnamese people.  N w ,  BARKER, i n  h i s  b r i e f i n g ,  wi th  a l o t  
of people around him,--HENDERSON opened t h e  ballgame; he l e d  
it o f f .  They're i n  a t e n t  o u t s i d e  t h e  TOC, q u i t e  a few 
around them. H e  openly i s s u e d  o rde rs  t o  burn t h e  houses,  
and t h i s  i s  what they did--methodically.  The k i l l i n g  
went on equa l ly  methodical ly f o r  some t i m e .  Then t h e  word 
came down t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g .  That was a f t e r  t h e  word 
had g o t t e n  o u t  through t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s  and' t h e  
gunship p i l o t s  and o t h e r s  who saw t h i s  t a k i n g  p lace  
were out raged and t a l k e d  about it over t h e  a i r .  But they 
d i d n ' t  g i v e  t h e  order--the g r e a t  bulk o f -  t h e  evidence is 
t h a t  t h e r e  was no o r d e r  given t o  s t o p  t h e  burning,  and t h a t  
went on i n t o  t h e  t h i r d  day. 

I t h i n k  you can see why w e  have been asking you 
about it, what burning d i d  you s e e .  I t  is  d i f f i c u l t  t o  under- 
s t a n d  how you d i d n ' t  see it. There is  a ques t ion  a s  t o  how 
much smoke t h e r e  r e a l l y  was. There is no q u e s t i o n  about t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  s i x ,  seven,  e i g h t  hamlets w e r e  burned. 

A s  f a r  a s  Char l i e  Company i s  concerned, t h e  f i r s t  
and second squads went through r a p i d l y .  They g o t  through i n  
an hour or less. They m e t  no r e s i s t a n c e .  They m e t  o l d  men, 
women, and c h i l d r e n ,  and bab ies .  They methodical ly c u t  them 
down a s  they  found them o r  rounded. them up i n  groups and s h o t  
them. The 3d Platoon on t h i s  mission was t o  burn. They burned. 

Now, a g r e a t  d e a l  of  t h i s  was known back a t  t h e  Task 
Force Barker TOC from about 0840 on, inc lud ing  t h e  time t h a t  
you were t h e r e .  And t h i s  i s  t h e  reason f o r  p u t t i n g  some of 
t h e  ques t ions  t o  you about what you were t o l d .  BARKER had 
been o v e r f l y i n g  t h e  a r e a ,  and HENDERSON and h i s  passengers  
had-been o v e r f l y i n g  t h e  a r e a ,  and they had a l l  come back 
t o  t h e  TOC. Two o r  t h r e e  t h i n g s  happened about t h i s  time. 
One was t h a t  no more r e p o r t s  of VC K I A  came i n  f o r  t h a t  day. 

. 	The second t h i n g  was t h a t  t h e  word went ou t  t o  s t o p  the  
k i l l i n g .  Someone up t h e  l i n e  e i t h e r  openly o r  t a c i t l y  
approved of t h e  opera t ion  i n  which t h e  houses were system-
a t i c a l l y  burned and t h e  l i v e s t o c k  k i l l e d .  A l l  a g a i n s t  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  o r d e r s ,  I understand t h a t .  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Could you h e l p  us on t h a t  po in t?  Do you have 

any i d e a  who sanc t ioned  such a p r a c t i c e  a g a i n s t  d i v i s i o n  
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r egu la t ions?  

A ,  I t  wasnl t sanct ioned by d i v i s i o n .  That Is t h e  
on ly  th ing  I can say .  

Q Have you had any problems of  t h i s  na tu re  or  
any t r o u b l e  l i k e  t h i s  before o r  people t a k i n g  t h i n g s  i n t o  
t h e i r  own hands, maybe th ink ing  they knew how t o  run t h e  
opera t ions  b e t t e r  than you d i d  or th ink ing  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
p o l i c i e s  were t o o  r e s t r i c t i v e ?  

A. No, I don1t be l i eve  so. We had had some vio-
l a t i o n s ,  one which had r e s u l t e d  i n  my having a meeting o f  
t h e  br igade commanders. This occurred up i n  t h e  nor thern  
s e c t o r ,  and another  along t h e  c o a s t l i n e  once where, i n  t h e  
course of an o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e r e  was a f i r e  f i g h t  going on. 
But, ne 'ver theless ,  it appeared t h a t  the re  had been some 
burning, and I s topped t h a t  one i n  t h e  course of it. I t  
was an opera t ion  by t h e  1/1 Cavalry. 

Q. I d o n ' t  ques t ion  t h e  d i v i s i o n  po l i cy  a t  a l l .  
I understand what it was. The ques t ion  was i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e .  
But here  we have a p lan  o r  an o r d e r  given. 

A .  Well, t h e  p lan ,  i n s o f a r  as  involv ing  t h i s  s o r t  
of t h i n g ,  was never presented ,  I ' m  p o s i t i v e .  A s  f a r  a s  how 
they were ordered t o  implement it, apparent ly you have re-
searched t h i s ,  and t h i s  i s  what they were t o l d .  But it 
didn 't emanate from d i v i s i o n  headquarters .  

Q W e  have sworn testimony from s e v e r a l  people t h a t  
BARKER gave h i s  o rde r s  t o  t h e  company comanders  and t h i s  was 
re layed,  of course ,  by t h e  company commanders t o  t h e  t roops .  
Had General YOUNG been made aware of  such th ings  going on i n  
t h e  br igades?  He was t h e  manuever ADC. He s p e n t  a l l  h i s  
time with them, I assume, going around checking opera t ions .  

A .  Well, I'm s u r e  he w a s  aware of t h e  i n c i d e n t  of  
t h e  burning of t h e  houses i n  t h e  nor thern  a r e a .  I would have 
thought he would have been aware of one i n  which I i n t e r -
ceded t o  s t o p  the  a c t i o n .  And o t h e r  than those  two c a s e s ,  
I d o n ' t  know of any o the r .  

Q Well, I t h i n k  you can s e e  my thought.  Here is 
BARKER--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  And I must say t h a t  General YOUNG 
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wasn ' t  r e a l l y  i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  H e  was r e a l l y  
working i n  t h e  supply bus iness  then .  That  i s ,  he w a s  t h e  
ADC f o r  suppor t .  

Q. I understand. Well, you s e e  my inqu i ry :  we have 
BARKER openly g iv ing  t h i s  o rde r  a s  i f  he were conf ident  t h a t  
t h i s  has t h e  approval ,  expressed o r  t a c i t  approval ,  of some-
body above him. I f  he could do t h i s  openly i n  f r o n t  of people,  
q u i t e  a group of people,  somebody up t h e  l i n e ,  I would think-- 

10: ( In te rpos ing)  A s  one reviews t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
that were i s s u e d ,  one g e t s  t h e  view of  going i n  and completely 
n e u t r a l i z i n g  t h i s  48th Local Force base  c e n t e r .  

A.  W e l l ,  t h e  a r e a  I would have p icked as t h e  l o c a l  
fo rce  base a r e a  was c l e a r  o u t  h e r e  along t h e  c o a s t  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
t h e  a r e a  genera l ly  of P i n k v i l l e  on Exh;.bit MAP-1) a s  opposed 
t o  t h e  hamlets on i n  f u r t h e r .  Of course,  t h a t  p lace  was 
nothing b u t  a bunch of rubble  anyway. I know they had gone 
i n  t h e r e  on many occasions and t r i e d  t o  b l o w  t h e  dugouts 
and tunne l s ,  and I knew t h a t  t h i s  was a con t inu ing  th ing .  
Every t i m e  w e  went through t h e r e ,  we t r ied t o  blow a few more 
of them. But t h e r e  was c e r t a i n l y  no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  they 
eve r  s.tayed and fought i n  any of t h e s e  o t h e r  v i l l a g e s .  They 
went i n ,  and they r e c r u i t e d  t h e r e ,  and they l i v e d  o f f  t h e  
a r e a s ,  b u t  I wouldn ' t  have s a i d  it was a base  a r e a  t o  t h e  
e x t e n t  t h a t  t h i s  p lace  was up h e r e  and a long  t h e  Batangan 
Peninsula  i t s e l f .  

MR WEST: W e l l ,  they were t o l d  t h a t  he is t h e r e  and t h a t  
t h e y ' r e  going t o  have a h e l l  of  a f i g h t  i n  t h e  morning. Move 
i n  shoot ing  as you move and d o n ' t  s t o p .  Just b l a s t  r i g h t  
on through. And they b l a s t e d  r i g h t  on through.  Only o l d  
men, women, and c h i l d r e n  were t h e r e .  Now, General PEERS 
mentioned a moment ago t h e  impressions l e f t  wi th  us were 
t h a t  t h e  p lan  was t o  n e u t r a l i z e  t h e  a rea .  This  i s  con-
s i s t e n t  with some of  t h e  tes t imony,  about t h e  popula t ion  
i n t e r f e r i n g  wi th  opera t ions .  Were t h e r e  e v e r  any p lans  
t o  t r y  t o  remove t h e  popula t ion  of t h e  a r e a ?  

A. Not i n  t h a t  a r e a .  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  look upon 

t h a t  a r e a  a s  our  primary concern. This  w a s  t h e  primary 

concern of t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion.  And a l though w e  knew he 

jumped back and f o r t h  ac ross  what he knew was t h e  boundary, 

t oo ,  and we encourage opera t ions  on both s i d e s  of t h e  bound- 

a ry ,  I wouldn ' t  have s a i d  t h e  d i v i s i o n  would have eve r  taken 

it upon i t s e l f  t o  r e l o c a t e  these  people.  I d o n ' t  know i f  I 


(KOSTER) 206 APP T-20 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


would have even encouraged ARVN t o  undertake the r e l o c a t i o n  
of people i n  t h o s e  hamlets ,  because i t ' s  j u s t  an imposs*le 
t a sk .  You wouldn't  have had any p l a c e  t o  pu t  t h e m .  You 
can move t h e s e  people  o u t ,  b u t  there a r e  s o  many v i l l a g e s  
back i n  h e r e  t h a t  you j u s t  d o n ' t  have any p l a c e  t o  pu t  t h e m  
and no p lace  t o  keep  them. I ' d  say t h a t  it wouldn't  have 
been worthy of a proposa l .  

Q. Under the circumstances o u t l i n e d ,  would you say
t h e n  that any s a n c t i o n  given t o  burning and the d e s t r u c t i o n  
of l i v e s t o c k ,  that type  of o p e r a t i o n  must have been t h e  
b r i g a d e ' s  o r  lower l e v e l ?  

A. Absolutely.  

10: General  KOSTER, on s e v e r a l  occasions i n  the p a s t  
you have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  your a t t e n t i o n  was focused t o  t h e  
n o r t h ,  and t h a t  you were spending a  g r e a t  d e a l  of t i m e  up 
t h e r e ,  and t h a t  General  YOUNG was looking p r imar i ly  t o  t h e  
south.  We have h e r e  a map (Exhibi t  MAP-9) which w a s  prepared 
f o r  us by t h e  ODCS o f f i c e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h e  opera t ions  t h a t  
e x i s t e d  dur ing  the months of March, A p r i l ,  and May. I wonder 
i f  you could t a k e  j u s t  a few minutes f o r  t h e  record  and review 
t h e  opera t ions  that  were be ing  conducted and where you were 
focusing your primary a t t e n t i o n  dur ing  t h e  var ious  per iods  
dur ing  t h e  l a t e r  p a r t  of  March, A p r i l ,  and May? 

A. Well, as I r e c a l l ,  we had some changes of d i s -
p o s i t i o n ,  and I f o r g e t  when t h e  l a s t  u n i t  l e f t  us. And t h i s  
a l l  s t a r t e d  r e a l l y  wi th  t h e  T e t  Offensive which h i t  us i n  
t h e  Que Son Valley.  This s t a r t e d  i n  January.  It  r e a l l y  
preceded T e t .  The 1st Cavalry Div i s ion  w a s  t h e r e .  Shor t ly  
a f t e r  t h a t  b a t t l e  w a s  ove r  and t h i s  would r e a l l y  be t h e  
most s i g n i f i c a n t  a t t a c k  t h a t  occurred,  they moved on north.  
F i r s t ,  t h e  3d Brigade of  t h e  4th Division went up i n t o  t h a t  
a rea .  The 196th,  e l e n e n t s  of it, went t o  Danang and we had 
a  smal l -s ize  p incher  movement i n  t h i s  genera l  a rea .  Before 
t h a t ,  t h e  4 / 3  had gone i n t o  t h e  what we c a l l  t h e  Muscatine asea, 
t h e  a r e a  j u s t  n o r t h  of Quang Ngai. And, when t h e  Cav l e f t  
we had t o  move them up there, I guess t h i s  is  when BARKER 
o r i g i n a t e d ,  because we j u s t  needed t o  spread  t h e  fo rces  
a l i t t l e  t h i n n e r  than they  had been. They l e f t  only one 
b a t t a l i o n  down a t  Quang Ngai i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  n o t  t o o  long 
be fo re  t h a t  had had a whole br igade .  There was one b a t t a l i o n  
t h e r e .  There was one b a t t a l i o n  west  of t h e  road i n  t h e  
Muscatine a r e a ,  and Task Force Barker w a s  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  
o f  t h e  road, and as I r e c a l l ,  one of  t h e  b a t t a l i o n s  of t h e  1 1 t h  
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was on up i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  a r e a .  W e  needed t o  beef  up t h e  196th .  

Sometime d u r i n g  t h i s  same t i m e ,  t h e  3d Br igade  of  t h e  
82d came a l o n g ,  and w e  were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t r a i n i n g  t h e m .  We 
p u t  them through a t r a i n i n g  s c h o o l  i n  Chu Lai  and t r i e d  t o  p u t  
them o u t  a t  l e a s t  on t h e  p e r i m e t e r  of  Chu Lai  b e f o r e  they  t o o  
went n o r t h .  

Then t h e  3d Br igade  o f  t h e  4 th  D i v i s i o n  was t h e n  
removed from us  and went on back.  T h i s  meant an expans ion  
of t h e  196 th .  A s  I reca l l ,  I had two e x t r a  b a t t a l i o n s .  One 
from t h e  1 1 t h  and one from t h e  198 th .  About t h i s  t i m e ,  a l l  
t h r e e  of  o u r  b r i g a d e s  w e r e  o r i g i n a l l y , s c h e d u l e d  t o  g e t  f o u r t h  
b a t t a l i o n s ,  and t h e y  d i v e r t e d  one down s o u t h  and t h e  o t h e r  two 
new ones a r r i v e d .  

- T h i s  a f f o r d e d  some r e l i e f ,  b u t  a g a i n  you had t o  
go through t h e  i n i t i a l  t r a i n i n g  phase ,  and t h e n  t h e y  worked 
i n t o  an a r e a  o f  o p e r a t i o n .  So t h i s  was what t h e  n e x t  
t r a i n i n g  concerned .  

W e  p lanned  two o p e r a t i o n s  a f t e r  w e  r ecove red  from 
a l l  t h i s  s h i f t i n g  and occupying new t e r r i t o r i e s .  W e  g e n e r a l l y  
had p lanned  two o p e r a t i o n s .  One w a s  i n  t h e  B u r l i n g t o n  t r a i l  a r e a ,  
which was t o  open t h e  road  i n t o  Hip Duc; and t h e  o t h e r  w a s  Norfolk 
V i c t o r y ,  which w a s  t o  go i n t o  t h e  h i l l s  a long  w i t h  t h e  2d ARVN 
Div i s ion .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  normal r o u t e  employed when t h e y  a t t a c k e d  
~ u a n ~Ngai coming o u t  o f  t h e s e  h i l l s .  Again, w e  wanted t o  en-
courage t h e  2d ARVN D i v i s i o n  t o  g e t  o u t  a  b i t  more t h a n  t h e y  
had. 

T h i s  had been  a  very  d ry  a r e a  down i n  h e r e  ( i n -
d i c a t i n g  t h e  lower p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  map and t o  t h e  c o a s t l i n e ) .  
There was t h e  normal t y p e  o f  a c t i v i t y  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t ,  b u t  
t h e r e  were no  r e a l  o rgan ized  u n i t s  o f  any s i g n i f i c a n c e .  W e  
f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  was an  a r e a  where they  would o r g a n i z e .  W e  
t hough t  it w a s  an  a r e a  t h a t  t h e y  used a s  a  b a s e  a r e a  f o r  
r e s u p p l y  and t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  t h e r e  would 
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e y  had b rough t  i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  arms caches ,  
a l though  I w o u l d n ' t  s ay  t h i s  i s  t h e  p l a c e  t h e y  would come 
t o  make t h e i r  a t t a c k  from and be reequipped .  When t h e y ' r e  
i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  r e b u i l d i n g  and r e c r u i t i n g ,  I ' d  s a y  t h e y  do 
most of  t h a t  from t h e  more h e a v i l y  .popula ted  a r e a s ,  and 
t h e r e  i s  no p o p u l a t i o n  up i n  t h e s e  h i l l s  h e r e .  We knew t h a t  
a l l  a long  Route 1 h e r e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s o u t h  o f  Chu L a i ,  they  
were h e a v i l y  engaged i n  t r a i n i n g  s a p p e r  u n i t s .  The e x p e r i e n c e  
a l o n g  Highway 1 would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  g i v i n g  them some 
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f i r s t h a n d  e x p e r i e n c e ,  because  that t y p e  of  a c t i v i t y  i n c r e a s e d  
a long t h a t  highway. Th i s  could  account  f o r  many of  t h e  people  
n o t  be ing  armed w i t h  weapons, because  when t h e y  c a r r i e d  t h e  
demol i t ions  and worked wi th  demol i t ions  and when t h e y  ' r e  o u t  
r e c r u i t i n g  and i n  some of t h e i r  t r a i n i n g ,  you f i n d  t h a t  t hey  
have some of t h e i r  weapons s t u c k  away someplace j u s t  t o  make 
them a l i t t l e  l e s s  obvious .  But t h e r e  was t h a t  t y p e  of 
a c t i v i t y  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

Th i s  was n o t  a h e a v i l y  c o n t e s t e d  a r e a  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  
a l though we d i d  run i n t o  some u n i t s  up h e r e .  And a s  I 
i n d i c a t e d ,  we found some r a t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  arms caches 
( i n d i c a t i n g  on E x h i b i t  MAP-9). There had been a s u ~ ~ l y  
s h i p  d u r i n g  T e t  t h a t  w a s  d e s t i n e d ,  we t h i n k ,  f o r  t h i s  a r e a  
r i g h t  i n  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g  n o r t h  of Duc Pho) , b u t  a c t u a l l y  
made a l a n d i n g  a t  Duc Pho r i g h t  on o u r  beach ,  and t h e y  blew 
it. That  would have been a  thousand weapons o r  s o  t h a t  would 
have been a v a i l a b l e  f o r  r eequ ipp ing  up i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
Of c o u r s e ,  t h a t  was t h e  s i t e  of a  p rev ious  l a n d i n g  when t h e  
Korean Marines took t h e  ca rgo  i n t a c t .  

The Bur l ing ton  T r a i l  Opera t ion :  n o t  a l o t  o f  
a c t i v i t y  and s i g n i f i c a n t  a c t i o n  a t  t h e  t ime we opened t h e  road  
and s t a r t e d  r e p a i r i n g  it. But I would say  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
much more of a r e a c t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  enemy. I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  he  e v e r  l i k e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  k i cked  him o u t  o f  t h e  
Que Son Va l l ey  and on i n t o  t h e  Hip Duc V a l l e y ,  because  t h i s  
was r e a l l y  h i s  r i c e  bowl and h i s  a r e a  of r e c r u i t i n g ,  and s o  
on and s o  f o r t h .  And when we moved i n t o  a n o t h e r  v a l l e y  
ve ry  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  Que Son Val ley  going o u t  t o  Xip Duc. 
R e s i s t a n c e  quickened and he  moved more un i t s - -no t  s o  many 
a g a i n s t  t h e  e lements  r i g h t  a long  t h e  road--but h e  i n c r e a s e d  
t h e  p r e s s u r e  on o u t  i n  t h e  Wheeler Wallowa a r e a .  

And a g a i n ,  a t  t h a t  t ime we were s p r e a d  p r e t t y  
t h i n ,  because we had t h e  e n t i r e  a r e a  t h e r e  and had pushed 
o u t  t o  Hip Duc. I t  was a q u e s t i o n  of  b e e f i n g  up t h a t  
o p e r a t i o n  c e n t e r e d  around t h e  LZ,  and it w a s n ' t  go ing  
n e a r l y  a s  w e l l  a s  I would have l i k e d  t o  have had it. 
There was a l o t  of r e s i s t a n c e  and a l o t  o f  s h o o t i n g  and a l o t  
of mor ta r ing ,  and w e  g o t  t r o o p s  o u t  t h e r e  and committed. 
They had one h e l l  o f  a f i g h t  on t h e i r  hands i n  t e r r a i n  t h a t  
w a s n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f a v o r a b l e  f o r  t h e  a t t a c k  and t h i s  s o r t  
of t h i n g .  We j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  enough f i r epower  i n  t h e r e  
t o  b e a t  t h e  enemy down. 

So I would say  t h i s  was t h e  a r e a  t h a t  I cons ide red  
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of prime importance a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e .  I n  terms of t h e  
numbers of b a t t a l i o n s  be ing  h e a v i l y  engaged, I ' d  say  t h e r e  were 
probably on ly  two. But we were s t i l l  occupying t h e  c o a s t a l  
a r e a  and i n  t h e  Wheeler Wallowa a r e a  and w e  had jumped over  i n t o  
Antenna Va l l ey ,  and had an o p e r a t i o n  from An Hoa on down i n t o  
ArLtenna Val ley .  This  a c t u a l l y  s t a r t e d  a l i t t l e  sooner  t h a n  
t h a t .  The 196th  took t h a t  a r e a  over  when t h e  3d of t h e  4 th  
l e f t .  We r e t a i n e d  t h a t  a r e a  mostly because we had g o t t e n  i n  
t h a t  a r e a  and c l e a r e d  it o u t ,  and w e  d i d n ' t  want t o  walk o f f  
and l eave  it, because it was a tremendous p l a c e  f o r  t h e  enemy 
t o  b u i l d  up and launch an a t t a c k  from. They ' r e  doing t h a t  
r i g h t  now. Now t h a t  a r e a  has  r e v e r t e d  back t o  t h e  Marines 
aga in .  I ' m  s u r e  t h e y ' v e  g o t  supply  l i n e s  through Antenna 
Val ley j u s t  l i k e  they  had when we f i r s t  went i n  t h e r e .  

10: What about t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  f u r t h e r  up t o  t h e  n o r t h .  

A. W e l l ,  I l o s t  t h e  196th  Brigade f i r s t  du r ing  T e t .  
Elements of  it went t o  Danang and a t t a c k e d  s o u t h .  L a t e r ,  t h e  
e n t i r e  b r i g a d e  was p u l l e d  o u t  and s e n t  on up t o  Camp Evans, 
and they  o p e r a t e d  up t h e r e  f o r  I ' d  say 3 weeks t o  a month. 
A t  t h a t  t ime I s t i l l  had t h e  3d Brigade of t h e  4 th .  A t  t h a t  
t i m e  t h e  Brigade o f  t h e  82d came through t o  which we gave 
about  10 days of i n d o c t r i n a t i o n s .  

(2. Did t h e  Brigade of  82d e v e r  g e t  t o  o p e r a t e  down 
i n  Quang Ngai, o r  d i d  it always remain i n  Quang Tin?  

A. I t  never  r e a l l y  l e f t  t h e  Chu La i  pe r ime te r .  A s  
a b a t t a l i o n  w a s  t r a i n e d ,  w e  s e n t  it o u t  t o  the Chu Lai 
pe r ime te r .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  they d i d n ' t  have any more than  k ind  
of a sma l l  A 0  on t h a t  p e r i m e t e r  b e f o r e  t hey  l e f t .  They l e f t  
i n  a hur ry .  We drew p lans  f o r  them t o  t a k e  o v e r ,  I guess ,  
t h e  a r e a  s o u t h  of Chu Lai  and on i n t o  t h e  Muscatine a r e a ,  b u t  
t h a t  w a s  never  implemented. 

Q - When d i d  t h e  196th Brigade go n o r t h  t o  t h e  a r e a  
of Hue, and how long  d i d  they  s t a y  up there? 

A. I t  must have been d u r i n g  t h e  month-- 

Q b  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t h i n k  it might show on t h e  board 
t h e r e  ( E x h i b i t  MAP-9) , General  KOSTER. A r e  t h o s e  c o r r e c t ?  
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A.  I though t  it would have been e a r l i e r  t h a n  t h a t ,  
b u t  I c a n ' t  v e r i f y  it. They d i d  come back a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  
Kham Duc, t h e  1st B a t t a l i o n  d i d .  So t h e  r e t u r n  t i m e  must 
be  correct . .  I a c t u a l l y  thought  t hey  had gone up a l i t t l e  
e a r l i e r  t han  t h i s .  Before  t hey  went,  though, t hey  d i d  t a k e  
over  a l l  of  t h i s  a r e a  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a t t a c k  from Danang. 
A s  soon as t h e  Danang s i t u a t i o n  c l e a r e d  up, t hey  r e l i e v e d  
t h e  3d of t h e  4 t h .  And t h a t  would have been,  I guess ,  
i n  l a t e  February.  Maybe t h a t ' s  on h e r e ,  t o o ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q I t h i n k  they  s t a r t e d  deploying down t h e r e  i n  
about ,  l e t  I s  s e e ,  February o r  probably sometime i n  March. 
The 3d of  t h e  4th s t a r t e d  dep loy ing  down i n  Binh Dinh and 
t h e  b r i g a d e  o f  the 1st  Cav s t a r t e d  moving no r th .  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  They l e f t  j u s t  one b r i g a d e  o f  
t h e  Cav down t h e r e ,  and t h a t  w a s  t h e  l a s t  one. 

Q e  Okay. I t h i n k  t h a t  w i l l  be h e l p f u l .  

General  KOSTER, i n  your  p rev ious  tes t imony,  you 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  123d had been organized  on ly  a s h o r t  t i m e  
b e f o r e  t h e n ,  and t h a t  it was caus ing  you some degree  of  a 
problem. We also know t h a t  a g r e a t  p a r t  of  t h e  aero-scout  
element of the b a t t a l i o n  worked wi th  Task Force Barker .  W e  
a l s o  know t h a t  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e r e  were some unusual  
t h i n g s  i n  terms of a h igh  body count  and a low weapons count  and, 
a l s o ,  we d i d  have one r e p o r t  of  69 VC b e i n g  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ,  
which i s  an unusual  t h i n g  under t h e  c i rcumstances ,  knowing 
t h e  amount of a r t i l l e r y  t h a t  was f i r e d .  And w e  a l s o  have 
t h i s  complaint  o f  t h i s  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between t h e  a v i a t i o n  and 
ground elements .  I t h i n k  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Colonel  
HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  t o  you was t h a t  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  of t h i s  
p i l o t ,  who had made t h e  r e p o r t ,  c o u l d n ' t  be  s u b s t a n t i a t e d .  
There was no founda t ion  f o r  h i s  a l l e g a t i o n s ,  s o  t o  speak.  
While i t  w a s  t r u e  t h a t  some c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d ,  it 
was a r e s u l t  of  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  gunsh ips ,  and s o  f o r t h .  
But t h e r e  was no k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s .  The f a c t  was t h a t  
t h e r e  had been a c o n f r o n t a t i o n .  Well ,  w i t h  a l l  o f  t h i s  
i n fo rma t ion ,  d i d  you i n i t i a t e  any a c t i o n  t o  have somebody 
t a k e  a c r i t i c a l  look  a t  t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n  t o  g e t  t h a t  
b a t t a l i o n  s t r a i g h t e n e d  o u t ?  
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A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  were numerous a c t i o n s  t h a t  were taken  
wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n .  I know I had d i scus-  
s i o n s  w i t h  Colonel  HOLLADAY r ega rd ing  it. I had d i s c u s s i o n s  
w i t h ,  I ' m  s u r e ,  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commanders on d i f f e r e n t  
occas ions  about  t h e i r  d i f f i c u l t y .  We r ecogn ize  t h a t  it w a s  a 
brand new u n i t  formed by p u l l i n g  people  from v a r i o u s  u n i t s  
throughout  Vietnam. Recognizing t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  we g o t  
t o  come t o  it w e r e n ' t  t h e  ones  t h a t  were probably most needed 
i n  t h e i r  own u n i t ,  we f e l t  it was slow deve lop ing ,  b u t  w e  
w e r e  r e a s s u r e d ,  I guess ,  by Colonel  HOLLADAY. He thought  
t h i s  was something t h a t  was w i t h i n  h i s  c a p a b i l i t y  of handl ing .  
And from an o p e r a t i o n a l  s t a n d p o i n t ,  t hey  appeared t o  f u n c t i o n  
q u i t e  w e l l ,  even though they  had been peop le  who had been 
f l y i n g - - p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  p r o v i s i o n a l  u n i t  we had t h e r e ,  t h e  
aero-scouts--even though they  h a d n ' t  been p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r a i n e d  
f o r  t h a t  t ype  of  a c t i v i t y .  W e  thought  t h a t  it w a s  a u n i t  w e l l  
worth having.  The o t h e r s  caused no o p e r a t i o n a l  problems as 
f a r  as I know. They were f u n c t i o n i n g  i n  mi s s ions  t h a t  they  
had a l l  func t ioned  i n  b e f o r e .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  you 
had i s s u e d  t o  Colonel  HOLLADAY subsequent  .to t h e  t i m e  t h a t  
Colonel  HENDERSON had r e p o r t e d  t o  you t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  
a v i a t o r  had jumped t o  some unwarranted conc lus ion?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  whether  I d i s c u s s e d  something l i k e  
t h i s  wi th  Colonel  HOLLADAY, o r  General  YOUNG, o r  w i t h  whom I 
had d i s c u s s i o n s .  I t  occurs  t o  m e  t h a t  I undoubtedly d i d  have 
some d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  somebody, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  them 
s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q. W e l l ,  we had r e c e i v e d  t h i s  a l l e g a t i o n  from t h e  
war ran t  o f f i c e r ,  and I ,  f r a n k l y ,  would t h i n k  t h a t  somebody 
would be  concerned about a  w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r  making an a l l e g a -
t i o n  l i k e  t h i s .  But t h e r e  i s  nobody go ing  back t o  t h e  w a r r a n t  
o f f i c e r  and t e l l i n g  t h e  w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r :  "No, t h a t  i s n ' t  
t h e  case .  You may have thought  you s a w  something,  b u t  it 
r e a l l y  w a s n ' t  t h a t  way." And t o  t h e  o t h e r  p i l o t s  t h a t  were 
p a r t  of t h e  r e p o r t i n g  system. 

A .  I guess  I must say  t h a t  I probably  looked t o  
General  YOUNG t o  g e t  t h i s  s t r a i g h t e n e d  o u t .  
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Q Well, l e t  me read j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  he re .  This 
has  no t  s o  much t o  do with the  r e p o r t  of Colonel HENDERSON, 
b u t  I th ink  it .is a p r e t t y  good th ing .  T h i s  i s  reading 
something which you had w r i t t e n  and re leased  as  a s ta tement  
a t  the  time t h a t  you appeared be fo re  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
subcommittee. You s t a t e d  t h a t :  

"During t h e  next  few days, Colonel HENDERSON, who 
is  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of the  11th Brigade, 
made s e v e r a l  ve rba l  r e p o r t s  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  t o  
me o r  through General YOUNG i n  which he i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  h e  had t a l k e d  t o  s e v e r a l  men of t h e  
company inc lud ing  noncommissioned o f f i c e r s  and 
o f f i c e r s  and t o  many of t h e  a v i a t o r s  who had 
flown over  t h e  a r e a  i n  support  of t h e  opera t ion ,  
inc lud ing  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  making t h e  i n i t i a l  
r e p o r t .  He found no evidence of unnecessary 
f i r i n g ,  b u t  d id  r e p o r t  approximately 20 c i v i l i a n s  3 
c a s u a l t i e s ,  which he conjectured had been i n f  l i c t e d  01 

a
e i t h e r  by a r t i l l e r y ,  de tonat ion  of booby t r a p s ,  
f i r e  from h e l i c o p t e r  gunships,  o r  the  f i r i n g  of 
M-79 grenades,  o r  r i f l e s  by ground elements a t  
s i g n s  of movement as  opposed t o  i d e n t i f i a b l e  
i n d i v i d u a l s .  He a l s o  repor ted  t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  
had l e f t  t h e  a r e a  during t h e  opera t ion .  The 
e n t i r e  a r e a  of opera t ions  was normally heav i ly  
booby t rapped,  s i n c e  t h e r e  had been an almost 
unl imi ted  supply of mines l e f t  i n  p lace  upon t h e  
depar tu re  of t h e  Korean Marines. General YOUNG 
spoke p a r t i c u l a r l y  of HENDERSON'S  in te rv iew with 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  and, a s  I r e c a l l ,  i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  t h e r e  were d iscrepancies  i n  t h e  s t o r i e s .  
HENDERSON f e l t  t h a t  t h e  a v i a t o r  had undoubtedly 
seen some bodies ,  witnessed s o l d i e r s  f i r i n g ,  and 
had jumped t o  an unwarranted conclusion.  I t  was 
my b e l i e f  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON had i n t e r r o g a t e d  
a l l  of t h e  ind iv idua l s  concerned w i t h  t he  a c t i o n  
who had p o s i t i o n s  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n s o f a r  a s  
t h e  U.S. fo rces  were concerned. " 

And you went on t o  say:  

"About a month l a t e r ,  t h e r e  appeared some Vie t  Cong 

(KOSTER) 213 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-20 



. FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


propaganda l e a f  le ts  which denounced t h e  U . S  . 
f o r c e s  and t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  r e p o r t s  from t h e  l o c a l  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  
were r ece ived  r ega rd ing  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l i t i e s  i n  
My L a i ,  which were passed through bo th  Vietnamese 
and U.S: channe ls .  I t  was n o t  c l e a r  t o  me whether  
t h i s  r e p o r t  was based upon t h e  V i e t  Cong propa- 
ganda l e a f l e t  o r  n o t .  This  t y p e  of  a c c u s a t i o n  
made i n  t h e s e  l e a f l e t s  was n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  un-
u s u a l ,  b u t  when r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ' s  
r e p o r t ,  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  appeared war ran ted  
t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  f i repower  had n o t  been over  u t i l -
i z e d  by t h e  a t t a c k i n g  t r o o p s .  About mid-April I 
d i r e c t e d  Colonel  HENDERSON t o  p r e p a r e  a f u r t h e r  
r e p o r t  and t o  reduce h i s  v e r b a l  r e p o r t  t o  w r i t i n g .  " 

I r e a d  t h i s  because ,  i f  you r e c a l l  o u r  i n i t i a l  d i s c u s s i o n  
t h i s  morning had t o  do w i t h  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  r e p o r t ,  and 
h e r e  w e  come back t o  something t h a t  was s a i d  w e l l  b e f o r e  then.  

It says :  

"About a month a f t e r  t hen  (which would p u t  it i n  
t h e  t i m e  frame o f  about mid-April)  , t h e r e  appeared 
some V i e t  Cong propaganda l e a f l e t s  which denounced 
t h e  U.S. f o r c e s  and t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  r e p o r t s  from t h e  l o c a l  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  
w e r e  r e c e i v e d  r ega rd ing  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  i n  My 
L a i ,  which were passed  th rough  b o t h  Vietnamese and 
U.S. channe ls .  " 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q* Can you e x p l a i n  t h a t  t o  me? 

A. I can e x p l a i n  it i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I s a w  t h e  r e p o r t  
of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and t h a t ' s  what was appended t h e r e t o ,  o r  
t h i s  r e p o r t  t h a t  HENDERSON s e n t  w i t h  t h e  a t t achmen t s ,  and I 
assumed they  were t h e  same a t tachments  t h a t  were on t h e  o r i g i n a l  
r e p o r t .  I have no reason  t o  t h i n k  they  weren '  t t h e r e  when 
probably I cons ide red  bo th  of them, a l t hough  what I f i rmly  
remember i s  t h e  VC propaganda. 
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Q 9 Yes, w e l l ,  t h i s  gave me t h e  impression t h a t  t h e r e  
appeared some V i e t  Cong propaganda, and i n  a d d i t i o n ,  the  l o c a l  
d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  r e p o r t .  The way t h i s  i s  prepared,  it appears 
as  though t h e s e  were rece ived  by you. 

A. I d o n ' t  know whether they  were received by me o r  
n o t ,  i n i t i a l l y .  

Q Of course ,  you then go on t o  say ,  you s e e ,  "About 
mid-April I b e l i e v e  I d i r e c t e d  Colonel HENDERSON t o  prepare 
a f u r t h e r  r e p o r t  and t o  reduce h i s  ve rba l  r e p o r t  t o  w r i t i n g . "  

A. Yes, s i r .  This i s  my sequence as  I r e c a l l  it, 
something along t h a t  l i n e .  The f u r t h e r  r e p o r t  i s  r e a l l y  
reducing t h e  i n i t i a l  one t o  w r i t i n g .  It may n o t  be s t a t e d  
q u i t e  t h a t  way t h e r e ,  but--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Well, it c e r t a i n l y  doesn 't g ive
t h a t  impression. I t  g ives  me the  impression t h a t  you had t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ' s  r e p o r t ,  which you s t a t e :  "But then when 
you take t h i s ,  and when you take  the l e a f l e t s ,  and when you 
t ake  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  r e p o r t  and add it t o  it, s o  t o  
speak, then  we i s s u e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  Colonel HENDERSON to--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  To reduce it t o  w r i t i n g  i s  what I 
suspect .  And have it t a k e  t h e  form of t h i s  so-ca l led  
formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  r e a l l y  before  he submit ted t h i s  
24  Apr i l  r e p o r t .  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Because we ' r e  t a l k i n g  about mid-April, " I  b e l i e v e  
I d i r e c t e d  Colonel HENDERSON t o  prepare a f u r t h e r  r e p o r t  and 
reduce h i s  ve rba l  r e p o r t  t o  w r i t i n g . "  The r e s u l t s  of t h i s ,  
I would say ,  i f  t h i s  be s o ,  i s  t h e  2 4  A p r i l  r e p o r t .  

A ,  I th ink  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  And as  I r e c a l l ,  I ' m  n o t  
p o s i t i v e  t h a t  t h e  24th A p r i l  r e p o r t  was done a t  my i n s t i g a t i o n .  
I have a f e e l i n g  t h a t  it was. But a t  any r a t e ,  af terwards 
w a s  when I r e c a l l  we wanted it reduced t o  wr i t ing .  Now, t h e  
exact  sequence of these  t h r e e ,  I ' m  no t  p o s i t i v e .  Tha t ' s  t h e  
way I r e c a l l  it. 
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Q. Well, i s  t h e r e  any p o s s i b i l i t y  a t  a l l ,  General  
KOSTER, t h a t  you could have t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  TOAN and Colonel  
R H I E N  and d i r e c t e d  t h i s  r e p o r t  t o  have been p repa red ,  and t h e  
r e p o r t  was r e c e i v e d ,  and even though you may have d i r e c t e d  
the  p r e p a r a t i o n  of ano the r  r e p o r t  o r  n o t ,  t h a t '  a formal r e p o r t  
was never  submi t ted?  

A. No, s ir .  , I remember s e e i n g  it. 

Q And y o u ' r e  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  t h e  paper  you saw could  
be r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I j u s t  d o n ' t  know any o t h e r  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  took 
p l a c e  t h a t  would have r e s u l t e d  i n  HENDERSON and BARKER and 
MEDINA and a number of o t h e r  peop le ,  p l u s ,  I ' m  s u r e ,  WATKE w a s  
on t h e r e ,  p l u s  some o t h e r  p i l o t s ,  t h e r e  j u s t  i s n ' t  any o t h e r .  
i n c i d e n t  t h a t  would have had a l l  t h e s e  people  involved  i n  it. 

Q W e l l ,  b u t  i f  somebody had t a l k e d  t o  them, WATKE, 
f o r  example, o r  CALHOUN o r  MEDINA, c e r t a i n l y  it would appear  
t h a t  t h e s e  people  would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t hey  made a s t a t emen t .  

I c a n ' t  unders tand t h a t .  

Q. And i f  a s t a t e m e n t  had been p repa red  by THOMPSON 
o r  by any of  t h e  o t h e r  p i l o t s  o f  t h e  123d,  one would t h i n k  
t h a t  they would have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t hey  were i n t e rv i ewed  
and prepared  a s t a t emen t .  But t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  ca se .  

A. I c a n ' t  unders tand  it. I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e ,  I j u s t  
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether  t h e r e  was a s t a t e m e n t  by THOMPSON in -
co rpo ra t ed  o r  n o t .  

Cz e J u s t  r e a d i n g  t h i s ,  and if one assumes t h a t  you 
d id  t a l k  t o  Colonel  TOAN and Colonel  K H I E N  about  mid-Febru-
a r y r  t h i s  would r i n g  t r u e  and r i n g  q u i t e  complete ly  t r u e .  

A. I t a l k e d  t o  them, you mean, i n  mid-April ,  o r  t h e  
l a t t e r  p a r t  of A p r i l ,  o r  even May, because I v i s u a l i z e  t a l k -
i n g  t o  them a f t e r  I had a11 of  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  And b e f o r e  I s a y  
I ' m  n o t  going t o  do anyth ing  more about  t h i s ,  I want t o  t a l k  
t o  KHIEN and TOAN. I t ' s  been a long  t i m e  s i n c e  t h i s  was done. 
They've had a chance t o  f i n d  o u t  probably any th ing  t h e y ' r e  
e v e r  going t o  f i n d  o u t  about  i t ,  and I wanted t o  make p e r s o n a l  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  them t o  s e e  what t h e i r  s t a t e m e n t s  were. This  is  
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one of t h e  th ings  I know I d id .  It was--
,. 

Q ,  ( In te rpos ing)  Well, what about t h i s  s ta tement  here 
now? You seem p r e t t y  a f f i r m a t i v e  , General KOSTER. , You say ,  
" I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a r e p o r t  from a l o c a l  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  was re-
ceived regarding c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  i n  My Lai which w a s  
passed through bo th  Vietnamese and U .S . channels.  " 

I put  t h a t  i n  t h e r e  because I had t h i s  r e p o r tA .  
t h a t  had been given t o  me by--

Q ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  T h a t ' s  a s ta tement .  T h a t ' s  n o t  a 
r e p o r t .  

A .  I must say t h a t  t h a t ' s  what I based t h a t  on; it was 
t h e  f a c t  it had n o t  only been i n  t h e  propaganda l e a f l e t ,  bu t  
some way it had come through t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  I guess I 
go t  t h a t  from t h e  s t a t ement  a s  opposed t o  remembering it 
f i r s t h a n d .  u 

Also i n  your previous testimony, General KOSTER, 
& 

Q 3) 
you have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had prepared a memo dated  24  March CV 
concerning t h e  America1 Divis ion r u l e s  of engagement. You in -
d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  t h e  r e s u l t  of a c t u a l l y  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s ,  
t h e  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  coming from t h e  opera t ion  of Task 
Force Barker. 

A .  I f e e l  reasonably s u r e  t h a t ' s  what I was t a l k i n g  
about.  Yes, sir. 

Q Above and beyond t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  memorandum, d i d  
you t a k e  any o t h e r  p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n  t o  insure  t h e  nonre-
currence of such an i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  I discussed it with t h e  br igade  commanders, 
both  a t  times they  were assembled as  a group and as  i n d i v i d u a l s  
a s  I went o u t  t o  s e e  them. I d o n ' t  th ink  they  had any doubt 
as  t o  what t h e  d i v i s i o n  pol icy  was. 

Q Did you a l s o  have any command conferences o r  
anything of t h i s  n a t u r e  a t  which t h i s  s u b j e c t  was emphasized? 

A .  I know t h e r e  was one i n  January a t  which t h i s  was 
t h e  primary t o p i c  of d i scuss ion ,  because it was a f t e r  one of  
t h e s e  o the r  i n c i d e n t s  f u r t h e r  nor th .  Probably it was d iscussed  
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on a t  l e a s t  one o t h e r  occas ion  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  i n -  
c i d e n t  w i th  an assembled group. But I r e a l l y  made most of my 
c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  b r igade  commanders a t  t h e i r  l o c a t i o n s  as  
opposed t o  c a l l i n g  them i n ,  

Q e  
 Le t  m e  go through j u s t  a  b u i l d u p  of  i n fo rma t ion  
t h a t  took p l a c e  du r ing  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  According t o  what I 
know, on t h e  day of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  Colone l  HENDERSON informed 
you t h a t  he  had seen  s i x  t o  e i g h t  noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s ,  and 
a l though you probably d i d n '  t know it a t  t h e  t ime you were a t  LZ 
~ o t t i e ,  t h e  body count  was 90 i n  C h a r l i e  Company, i n c l u d i n g  69 
k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y .  Also on t h a t  a f t e r n o o n  when you were 
t a l k i n g  t o  Captain  MEDINA, t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  was between 20 and 
28 noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s .  L a t e r  t h a t  n i g h t  you had a re-
p o r t  t h a t  128 VC had been k i l l e d  and t h r e e  weapons cap tu red ,  
two U.S. k i l l e d ,  and 11 wounded. S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  you h e a r d  
of t h e  complaint  by t h e  w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r ,  which inc luded  a 
c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l c t  and a ground 
commander and t r o o p s  f i r i n g  more than  was r e q u i r e d  and a l s o  
some i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  shoo t ing .  Then on t o p  of  a l l  t h i s  you 
had t h e  r e p o r t  by Colonel  HENDERSON and i n t e r m i t t e n t  r e p o r t s  
on t h e  p rog res s  o f  it, and s o  f o r t h ,  and perhaps  t h o s e  f i nd -  
i n g s  by General  YOUNG. Then l a t e r  on,  added t o  a l l  t h i s ,  
w e  have w i t h  t h e  24 A p r i l  r e p o r t ,  and we have a b i t  of  VC 
propaganda coming o u t .  W e  a l s o  have r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
c h i e f ' s  l e t t e r ,  which i n  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  a l o n e  a l l e g e d  t h a t  a 
t o t a l  of 490 w e r e  k i l l e d .  

W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  q u i t e  a b i t  of i n fo rma t ion  it appears  
t o  m e ,  Was t h i s  e v e r  p u t  t o g e t h e r  t o  have an independent  i m -
p a r t i a l  group o r  i n d i v i d u a l  look a t  t h i s ,  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  i t ?  

A. No. I thought  w e  i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  20 c a s u a l t i e s  
r a t h e r  thoroughly .  The VC propaganda, a 1  though s i n c e  ARVN 
was pursu ing  t h i s  f u r t h e r  l a c k i n g  any s u b s t a n t i a t i o n ,  I looked 
upon t h a t  a s  s t r i c t l y  propaganda and w a s  on t h e  o r d e r  of 
magritu2.e o f  what you might expec t  them t o  p u t  i n  as a 
f a c t o r  i f  i n  f a c t  you had 20 c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  o u t  t h e r e .  
And t h i s  is  why I wanted t h e  ARVN1s  t o  produce something 
t h a t  would a t  l e a s t  cause  us t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  was any 
i o t a  of s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  t h a t  r e p o r t ,  which,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  
my knowledge, t hey  d i d n '  t do. 

Q- Well,  you s e e  i f  you look a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  ARVN 
had very  l i t t l e  c a p a b i l i t y  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  
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A. They had some n e t s  t h a t  were much more capable 
of i n f i l t r a t i n g  one of these  p laces  than anything which w e  
i n  the  U . S .  had. 

Q But i f  you had been r e a l l y  anxious t o  f i n d  out  
what was going on i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  it would have been no prob-
l e m  a t  a l l  t o  p u t  a b a t t a l i o n  i n  t h e r e  f o r  a few days t o  
f i n d  o u t  what had t r a n s p i r e d .  A s  a  mat ter  of f a c t ,  during 
t h e  course of t h i s  day, i f  anybody had ever  been i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  it, i n  5 minutes they could have found out  what was go-
ing  on simply by f l y i n g  over t h e  a rea .  And another  t h i n g ,  
even though you had t o l d  Colonel HENDERSON o r  Task Force B a r -
k e r  no t  t o  have Char l i e  Company go back t o  the  a r e a ,  t h a t  
information o r  d i r e c t i v e ,  I f e e l ,  was only r e s t r i c t i v e  a s  f a r  
as  t h a t  time is  concerned. 

A. That 's c o r r e c t .  

Q Under no circumstances d id  it prevent  them from 
going back t h e  fo l lowing day. 

A. Very d e f i n i t e l y  not .  

Q. A s  a s  ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  t h e  next  day they were w i t h -
i n  500 o r  600  meters of t h e  v i l l a g e  when they moved south ,  
and they could see p a r t s  of the  v i l l a g e  s t i l l  smoldering when 
they were up on t h e  s i d e  of H i l l  85. But with a l l  t h i s ,  it 
s t i l l  remained a smal l  group and j u s t  VC propaganda, even 
though t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  r e p o r t  creeps i n t o  it here?  

A. Well, t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  passed it o f f  a s  some-
t h i n g  he had obtaineti  from t h e  v i l l a g e  chief  ou t  t h e r e ,  and 
he even s t a t e d  he placed no p a r t i c u l a r  credence i n  it. 

Q H e  d i d n ' t  say t h a t .  That s ta tement  s a i d  t h a t .  
But he d i d n ' t  say t h a t .  

A. That is  what I ga thered  from the  s ta tement .  I 
guess ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  I do now i n  reading it. 

Q But t h a t ' s  q u i t e  a s e r i o u s  a l l e g a t i o n .  

A.  A s  I s a y ,  a t  t h e  t ime,  my r e c a l l  is  t h a t  it was a 
VC propaganda l e a f l e t .  Not u n t i l  I examined t h e  r e p o r t  do I 
s e e  t h e  s ta tement  and see  t h a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  was involved 
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i n  it. I d i d n ' t  r e c a l l  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  he  had made a s t a t e -
ment o r  had been i m p l i c a t e d ,  a l though  a p p a r e n t l y ,  having 
seen  t h e  r e p o r t ,  I must have.  

0 Did Colonel  PARSON, by chance,  e v e r  show you a 
copy of t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  l e t t e r  t o  the p rov ince  c h i e f ?  

A .  Not t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
t h a t .  

Q- How about  General  YOUNG? Genera l  YOUNG seems t o  
remember q u i t e  v i v i d l y  t h a t  Colonel  G U I N N  had t o l d  him about  
t h i s  l e t t e r ,  t h a t  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  had r e c e i v e d  a l e t t e r  fron. 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  which a l l e g e d  t h a t  n s r t h e a s t  of  Quang Ngai 
C i t y  a l a r g e  number o f  Vietnamese had been k i l l e d  by ,%nericans. 
The on ly  American u n i t  t h a t  o p e r a t e d  n o r t h e a s t  of  Quang Ngai, 
of cou r se ,  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  was Task Force  Barker .  He seems t o  
remember t h a t  ile was given t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  by Colonel  G U I N N  
and t h a t  he  pas sed  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  on t o  you. 

A .  I remember w e  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  had 
s u r f a c e d .  Whether it was t h e  VC propaganda l e a f l e t  o r  some- 
t h i n g  e lse ,  I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  But under  no c o n d i t i o n s  do 
I r e c a l l  t h a t  it w a s  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  who s a i d  this. 

Q. Y e s ,  w e l l ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  was--it i s  t r u e .  
H e  had r e c e i v e d  t h i . s  informat ior ,  from t h e  village c h i e f ,  
b u t  he a l s o  had v e r i f i e d  it w i t h  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  t o  t h e  
e x t e n t  t h a t  he  had approximately  400 names. 

A. I had never  hea rd  t h a t  t hey  had a l i s t  of 400 
names. I ' m  s u r e  I w a s  never  a p p r i s e d  of  t h i s .  

Q. Y e s ,  Looking back a t  E x h i b i t  R-1 a g a i n ,  General  
POSTER, I b e l i e v e  I know you a s  a s e c i o r  o f f i c e r .  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  you 'd  l e t  Colonel  HENDERSON g e t  away w i t h  s u b m i t t i n g  a 
paper  l i k e  t h i s  d a t e d  1 4  A p r i l  w i t h o u t  hav ing  a copy of t h a t  
11 A p r i l  r e p o r t  a v a i l a b l e ,  o r  w i t h o u t  knowing whose s t a t e m e n t  
t h i s  w a s ,  o r  where it came from. I j u s t  d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  
t h a t  would have happened. I b e l i e v e  t h e  f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  you 
would have asked i s ,  'Where d i d  you g e t  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t ?  Whose 
is  i t ?  Where is  t h i s  l e t t e r  s f  11 A p r i l ?  What does it s a y ? "  

A. I would have t o  a g r e e  w i t h  you,  b . u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
this p o r t i o n  of it. I do r e c a l l  t h e  VC propaganda.  I do n o t  
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r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  11 A p r i l  l e t t e r  w a s  e v e r  shown t o  me .  The 
f i r s t  t i m e  I r e a l l y  remember s e e i n g  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  as such 
w a s  when I s a w  the R-1  e x h i b i t .  This  i s  t h e  on ly  t i m e  I 
recall,  s ir .  

Q W e l l ,  o f  cou r se ,  i f  you h a d n ' t  s een  it, there 
had t o  be something e l s e .  

A.  ~ t ' sr e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h e r e ,  ye s ,  sir.  

Q Because the very  f i r s t  paragraph s a y s ,  "An in -
v e s t i g a t i o n  has  been conducted o f  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  c i t e d  i n  
I n c l o s u r e  1." W e l l ,  I would ask  what i s  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  and 
where i s  I n c l o s u r e  l? Something had t o  be t h e r e .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q I t  has  t o  be one of  two t h i n g s .  I t  has  t o  be 
e i t h e r  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  as i t ' s  i n d i c a t e d  o r  it has  t o  be  t h e  
11 A p r i l  l e t t e r  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  t o  t h e  prov ince  
c h i e f .  M r .  MACCRATE? 

MR MACCRATE: General  KOSTER, what was your  p r a c t i c e  as t o  
a c t i o n  n o t e s  o r  memoranda t h a t  you gave t o  members of  your  
s t a f f ?  Did you w r i t e  on t h e  c o r n e r  of t h e  document t h e  
a c t i o n  you wanted taken?  Did you have any r e g u l a r  p r a c t i c e ?  

A. Usual ly  I would w r i t e  on them, b u t  I would say  
normally I would hand them t o  t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f  and t e l l  
him what I wanted done w i t h  them. 

Q e  I wondered i f  you had any such n o t a t i o n  i n  mind 
when you t o l d  t h e  C I D  back i n  November, "As I recall ,  I in-
d i c a t e d  on t h i s  r e p o r t  we would d i s c o n t i n u e  t h e  U.S. p o r t i o n  
of  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  accordance wi th  t h e  recommendation of 
Colonel  HENDERSON and t h e  s t a f f . "  

A.  This  goes back t o  one o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I remember 
wi th  Colonel  PARSON i n  t h e  room w r i t i n g  something on this 
document, and I d o n ' t  know whether  it s a i d  " c l o s e "  o r  "d i s -
con t inue"  o r  " f i l e "  o r  what ,  b u t  it seemed t o  m e  it w a s  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  w e  w e r e n ' t  going t o  do anyth ing  more w i t h  
t h i s  r i g h t  now u n l e s s  w e  g o t  new evidence.  

Q - Well,  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  i n  which you d e s c r i b e  it, it 
would seem t o  be  t h e  n o t a t i o n  t h a t  you were p l a c i n g  on t h i s  
24 A p r i l  r e p o r t  a f t e r  speak ing  wi th  Colonel  TOAN. 
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A.  Well,  i n  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  it would have been t h e  
s t a t emen t s .  

Q. I would a l s o  come back t o  the f a c t  t h a t  Major
PHO, who is  a s s i s t i n g  Colonel  TOAN a t  t h e  t i m e ,  does p l a c e  
your meeting wi th  Colonel  TOAN s e v e r a l  days fo l lowing  h i s  
memorandum t o  Colonel  TOAN? 

A .  What would t h e  t ime be?  

Q H i s  memorandum was d a t e d  12 ~ p r i l .  

Q - W e l l ,  it i s  conce ivab le  t h a t  w e  had t h e  v e r b a l  
r e p o r t  i n  w r i t i n g ,  and t h i s  was an e x t r a  t h a t  came a long  
l a t e r ,  a l though  t h a t ' s  n o t  t h e  way I s e e m  t o  r e c a l l  it. I 
would have s a i d  my d i s c u s s i o n s  w i th  Colonel  TOAN w e r e  a t  
a l a t e r  d a t e .  

Q - There  i s  t h e  f u r t h e r  a s p e c t  t h a t  t h e  document 
t h a t  i s  e n t i t l e d  "Statment"  of  1 4  A p r i l ,  t ?a t  w e  now know 
was prepared  by Capta in  R O D R I G U E Z ,  w a s  p r epa red  very q u i c k l y .  
I t  is  only 3 days a f t e r  t h e  11 A p r i l  l e t t e r .  So t h a t ,  
a c c e p t i n g  t h e  t ime schedule  sugges t ed  by Major P H O ,  t h a t  
s t a t m e n t  had a l r e a d y  been o b t a i n e d  by Colone l  G U I N N ,  and 
t h e  c o n t e n t s  would have been a v a i l a b l e  t o  b e  t r a n s m i t t e d  
t o  you a t  t h e  t ime of  any such meeting w i t h  Colonel  TOAN, 
i f  Major P H O ' s  i n fo rma t ion  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  i s  a c c u r a t e .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I g o t  any new in fo rma t ion  
when I v i s i t e d  bo th  K H I E N  and TOAN. 

Q - W e l l ,  I ' m  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  Colonel  G U I N N  had 
a l r e a d y  provided  you w i t h  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p o s s i b l y  n o t  
d i r e c t l y ,  b u t  through one of  your  s t a f f .  And, t h e r e f o r e ,  
you w e r e  i n  a p o s i t i o n ,  f u l l y  a p p r i s e d  of  what w a s  a v a i l -
a b l e ,  t o  speak w i t h  them as t o  t h e  c redence  t h a t  t hey  
p l a c e d  on t h e  m a t t e r .  

A. Wel l ,  I would be  s u r e  t h a t  my meet ing was n o t  
b e f o r e  t h e  24th of A p r i l  w i t h  K H I E N  and TOAN, because 
I ' m  reasonably  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  probably had been g iven  t o  m e .  
Then I r e a l l y  t h i n k  t h a t  I had d i r e c t e d  something more b e f o r e  
I went and t a l k e d  t o  them, and had r e c e i v e d  someth ins ,  o r  a t  
leas t  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  would s u p p o r t  t he  
prev ious  f i n d i n g s .  

&. Were t h e s e  v a r i o u s  m a t t e r s  hand led  a t  headqua r t e r s  
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on a c lose -ho ld  b a s i s ?  

A. I would s a y  i n i t i a l l y  when w e  f i r s t  g o t  t h e  r e -
p o r t s .  I i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h i s  was t h e  confron-
t a t i o n  b i t  u n t i l  w e  found o u t  abou t  it, l e t ' s  see what we're 
concerned abou t .  But a f t e r  I had t h e  r e p o r t  t h e  nex t  day 
from Genera l  YOUNG, I p u t  no r e s t r i c t i o n s  on it a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q. W e l l ,  d i d  you g i v e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  e i t h e r  t o  
Genera l  YOUNG o r  t o  Colonel  PARSON i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ?  

A. I f e e l  t h a t  I--and I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e - - b u t  I d i d n ' t  
t h i n k  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  was t h e  t y p e  o f  t h i n g  t h a t  w e  would 
g i v e  a t  t h e  even ing  b r i e  f i n g  . 
Q.  W e l l ,  what about  t h e  morning b r i e f i n g ?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  had no morning b r i e f i n g  f o r  t h e  group 
a s  a whole. 

Q But you d i d  have your  G 1 ,  you r  G 2 ,  and your
g e n e r a l  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  i n  eve ry  morning. 

A. hat's c o r r e c t ,  s i r .  

Q. And we've spoken w i t h  your  g e n e r a l  s t a f f .  And w e  
f i n d  no awareness  o f  any a s p e c t  o f  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  
one  - p o s s i b l e  e x c e p t i o n .  

A. W e l l . ,  I d i d n ' t  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  keep  from it beyond 
t h a t  f i r s t  b r i e f i n g ,  which I conce ivab ly  d i d .  And I f e e l  
t h a t  I d i s c u s s e d  it w i t h  v a r i o u s  commanders and s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  
c e r t a i n l y  th roughou t  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade  and t o  a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  
a t  t h e  ARVN h e a d q u a r t e r s .  

Q. Q u i t e  f r a n k l y ,  a s  you look  a t  t h i s ,  t h e r e ' s  one 
o f  two e x p l a n a t i o n s .  E i t h e r  t h i s  was on a c lose -ho ld  b a s i s  
and you p e r s o n a l l y  w e r e ,  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  r e a l l y  t a k i n g  it 
under  your  wing, o r ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  a l o t  of  peop le  a r e  
l e a v i n g  you i n  s o l i t a r y  a t  t h e  f a r  end  and s a y i n g ,  "Oh, no ,  
I had a b s o l u t e l y  n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  t h i s .  " Now, t h i s  i s  t h e  
p i c t u r e  w e  g e t .  

A. I don ' t t h i n k  t h i s  i s  the c a s e  of  t h e  s t a f f  . I 
can see where. t h e  s t a f f ,  I ' m  s u r e ,  knew about  t h e  20 c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s .  

10: No. I ' m  s o r r y .  The 2 and t h e  3 d i d n ' t  know it. 
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A. Well, I ' m  no t  su re  where t h i s  would have sur faced  
o t h e r  than i n  Colonel HENDERSON'S r e p o r t s  t o  me cr t o  General 
YOUNG. I f e e l  c e r t a i n  t h a t  General YOUNG knew t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  
and I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  Colonel PARSON had an awareness of t h i s .  
'Jaw, o t h e r  than tha t - -

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, I remember t a l k i n g  t o  
General YOUNG j u s t  yes terday ,  General KOSTER. He d i d  in-
d i c a t e  t h a t  he had provided you informat ion  concerning t h e  
progress  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  But I asked him s p e c i f i c a l l y  
about whether he knew whether you t o l d  him o r  whether he 
knew about any c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  on t h e  o r d e r  
of 20.  He professed  he knew nothing about it. 

A.  I c a n ' t  understand t h a t .  I d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  I had 
any withholding of information from e i t h e r  General  YOUNG o r  
Colonel PARSON. 

MR MACCRATE: Well, what would happen wi th  a document such as  
t h i s .  Now, we ' ve  t a lked  t o  t h e  SGS, and he i s  c l e a r  t h a t  he had 
never  seen it. He would be t h e  n a t u r a l  depos i tory  i f  it 
a c t u a l l y  is l e f t  i n  your hands. 

A.  I t ' s  a document t h a t  we would have obviously 
wanted t o  keep j u s t  t o  show what had happened, and, t o  t h e  
b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  one t h a t  I gave t o  Colonel 
PARSON. 

Q Have you searched everyth ing  that came back t o  you, 
o r  had searched,  t o  s e e  i f  t h e r e ' s  anything of t h i s  c h a r a c t e r  
among them? We have testimony as  t o  t h e  packaging of your 
personal  e f f e c t s  and th ings  f o r  you as  you were coming back 
and the  f a c t  t h a t  some papers were ga thered  toge the r .  No one 

- .  seems t o  r e c a l l  what was i n  them. 0 .  

A. Mostly p i c t u r e s  t h a t  were taken  and exce rp t s  
from t h e  d i v i s i o n  newspaper and t h a t  s o r t  of t h i n g .  I ' v e  
looi;ed through a l l  of t h e s e  th ings  t h a t  I 've been a b l e  t o  come 
ac ross .  I ' m  s u r e  I wouldn ' t  have taken this o f f i c i a l  document 
and packed it. And I d o n ' t  s e e  how it would have go t t en  
tumbled i n  wi th  something e l s e .  

Q- We understand t h a t  both Captain DICKENS and Spe-
c i a l i s t  HERRIS helped g a t h e r  t h e s e  th ings  t o g e t h e r  and t h a t  
you pe r sona l ly  wouldn ' t  have gone through every p i e c e  of paper 
a s  t h e  f i l e s  were being cleaned ou t .  The p o s s i b i l i t y  sug-
g e s t s  i t s e l f  t h a t  i f  t h i s  were be ing  h e l d  on a close-hold 
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b a s i s  among some papers  i n  t h e  s a f e  it would have been pack-
aged as  something w i t h  your name on it. And thTs i s  why 
we ' r e  very anxious t h a t  t h i s - -

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  I went through t h e  documents 
t h a t  I have p u l l e d  o u t  and p u t  a s i d e  a s  be ing  those  from 
Vietnam. I t ' s  conceivable  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  something i n  some 
of my t runk  l o c k e r s  t h a t  I h a v e n ' t  been i n t o  f o r  a  long t ime ,  
t h e  one of  two I had over  t h e r e .  I can look i n  them aga in ,  
b u t  I t h i n k  a l l  of t h a t  was c leaned o u t  p r e v i o u s l y .  

Q We n o t  only  have searched every th ing  i n  Viet-
nam, b u t  a l l  t h e  f i l e  r e t e n t i o n s  from Okinawa and over  h e r e .  
And t h e r e  i s n ' t  any t r a c e  of any papers  from t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

10: I t  f r a n k l y  g i v e s  t h e  appearance t h a t  somebody 
went through and c leaned t h e  f i l e .  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I can ' t - -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Because t h e r e  a r e  no l o g s .  These 
a r e  supposed t o  be r e t a i n e d  f o r  2 y e a r s ,  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  
documents. There a r e  no documents. There a r e  no d e s t r u c t i o n  
c e r t i f i c a t e s .  There i s  no nothing.  

A. I have no e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  it. 

MR MACCRATE: The r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of 24  A p r i l ,  t h e r e  
i s  a t  l e a s t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h a t  was p rese rved  j u s t  by 
mis take ,  by happenstance.  I t  was i n  a l o c a t i o n  n o t  expected.  
So f a r  a s  t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g s  we 've  pu t  t o g e t h e r ,  t h e y ' v e  a l l  
come from Vietnamese--not American--files.  And t h i s  i s  
t r u e  i n  Son Tinh District ,  Quang Ngai Province ,  and Duc Pho, 
a s  w e l l  a s  Chu Lai .  

A. I can say  t h a t  I had no p a r t  i n  i s s u i n g  such a 
d i r e c t i v e  or p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e s e  t h i n g s .  

Q - W e l l ,  have you any s u s p i c i o n ,  given t h i s  i n f o r -
mation a t  t h i s  t ime,  from anything t h a t  has come t o  you t h a t  
would p l a c e  an exp lana t ion  upon i t ,  anyone who had t h e  motive 
f o r  doing t h i s ?  

A. Not t h e  motive and t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  of g e t t i n g  doc-
uments l i k e  t h i s  from t h e  numerous p l a c e s  they would have t o  
be ob ta ined .  

Q Unless it was done immediately fo l lowing t h e  even t .  
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A. No such t h i n g  a s  t h i s  was e v e r  d i r e c t e d  by me, s i r .  

Q Was t h e r e  e v e r  any i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  cop ie s  were 
n o t  be ing  h e l d  as communicated t o  you? Did Colonel  HENDERSON, 
t o  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  o r  any o f  t h e  o t h e r s  who spoke wi th  you, 
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  was no f i l e  b e i n g  k e p t  on t h i s ?  

A. No, s i r .  Colonel  HENDERSON i n  some subsequent  
d i s c u s s i o n  s a i d  t h a t  he would recommend t h a t  on one o f  these--
I guess it was t h e  one w i t h  t h e  sworn s t a t e m e n t - - t h a t  it be 
r e t a i n e d  f o r  a c e r t a i n  p e r i o d  of  t ime.  I a m  n o t  s u r e  what 
t h e  p e r i o d  of  t i m e  was, b u t  h e  t o l d  me t h e r e  w a s  a comment l i k e  
t h a t  on it, which I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  f i r s t h a n d .  

Q A s  w e  have i n d i c a t e d ,  every  a s p e c t  o f  h i s  s t a t e m e n t  
i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t  i s  e n t i r e l y  u n s u b s t a n t i a t e d  by anyth ing  w e  have 
been a b l e  t o  l o c a t e  o r  any of  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  we have spoken t o .  

(Witness shakes  h i s  head i n  t h e  nega t ive . )  

10: Genera l  KOSTER, on a d i f f e r e n t  s u b j e c t  r e l a t i n g  
d i r e c t l y  t o  t h i s .  I n  your  p rev ious  t e s t imony ,  you have 
s t a t e d ,  and I q u o t e ,  you a r e  "reasonaSly s u r e  t h a t  you d i s -
cussed a l l  o f  t h i s  w i t h  General  LAM." W e l l ,  bo th  M r .  MACCRATE 
and I spoke t o  General  LAM on t h e  3 1 s t  o f  December, and I 
asked General  LAM very s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  "Did General  KOSTER 
t a l k  t o  you about  t h i s ,  t h e  My Lai  a l l e g a t i o n  a t  a l l ? "  H i s  
r e p l y  w a s ,  "No, never .  " Can you shed  any l i g h t  on t h i s ?  

A .  W e l l ,  what i s  now t h e  My La i  a l l e g a t i o n  w a s  con-
s i d e r a b l y  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  t h e  a c t i o n  t h a t  had  t aken  p l a c e  a t  
t h e  t ime .  So I would n o t  expec t  him t o  r e c a l l  it i n  t h e s e  
terms,  But I do f e e l  t h a t  General  LAM knew t h e  Vietnamese 
were i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h i s ,  and I s a w  General  LAM f r e q u e n t l y .  
It see-ens t o  me t h a t  I would have and d i d  t e l l  him t h a t  w e  
ware l ook ing  i n t o  t h i s  from t h e  U . S .  s t a n d p o i n t .  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  it would have been very much more t h a n  t h a t ,  and it 
was n o t  something t h a t  would have made a d e f i n i t e  impress ion 
c~nhim, I d o n ' t  t h i n k .  

Q e  H e  w a s  p r e t t y  f a m i l i a r  w i th  it up t o  t h e  t ime t h a t  
w e  had t a l k e d  t o  him. H e  had by t h i s  t i m e  been i n t o  t h e  t h i n g  
by a t  l e a s t  2 months due t o  t h e  p r e s s u r e s  t h a t  had been p u t  on 
i n  Vietnam. So h e  knew s p e c i f i c a l l y  what we were t a l k i n g  about .  
To h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h e  whoie s u b j e c t  of P i n k v i l l e  and My L a i  
and t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  day,  t h e  thought  was t h a t  it had 
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Q ~ e c i s i o nt o  evacua te?  

A. W e l l ,  I am n o t  p o s i t i v e  where t hey  w e r e  i n  a t t e n -
dance a~ t h e  meet ings .  I may be confus ing  t h i s  w i t h  t h e  T e t  
m(?etings,  b u t  t h e r e  were two o r  t h r e e  meet ings ,  and a couple  
o i  meetings a t  Danang I know. I know t h e  second day I f l ew  
from Kham Duc s t r a i g h t  i n t o  Danang t o  a t t e n d  t h e  meeting. 

Q * With t h i s  h i t t i n g  you about  t h e  t i m e  you came o f f  
your R&R and w i t h  t h e  p r e s s u r e s  t h a t  were on f o r  a few days ,  
would t h i s  have had any b e a r i n g  upon your  a n a l y s i s  of t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  document which you had seen  f o r  t h e  f i rs t  t i m e ,  
t h a t  is ,  t h e  r e p o r t  of 24 A p r i l ?  

A. I guess  it i s  conce ivab le  t h a t  it could  happen. 
I d i d n ' t  look a t  it dur ing  t h a t  p e r i o d  of  t i m e .  

Q F r a i ~ k l y ,  i t ' s  t h e  documents t h a t  a l s o  flow o u t  
of t h i s  t h a t  it would seem t o  me might have wi th  HENDERSON 
t a l k i n g  t o  you on t h e  te lephone  and d e s c r i b i n g  t h i s  document 
t o  you,  it might be  conce ivab le  t h a t  t h e r e  might be some 
confusion a s  t o  e x a c t l y  what t h e  document w a s  t h a t  you saw, 
which was t h e  formal  r e p o r t .  

A,  I n  my mind, I h a v e n ' t  any con fus ion  on what I 
s a w  as a formal  r e p o r t .  I s a w  it w i t h  t h e  s i g n a t u r e  of 
HENDERSON on it and t h e  s i g n a t u r e  of BARKER and a s e r i e s  
of s i g n a t u r e s  from o t h e r  people .  But what I d o n ' t  know i s  
when I s a w  it e x a c t l y .  I have f i x e d  a sequence i n  my own 
mind. 

Q. You had t o  s e e  it w i t h i n  a few days t h e r e ,  be-
cause ,  you recal l  now, w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  7 t h  o r  8 th  
of May, and then  you g e t  i n t o  Kham Duc, and then  you g e t  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t h e  p rope r ty  survey  of Kham Duc, and j u s t  
about  t h i s  t ime you r e c e i v e  n o t i c e  t h a t  you a r e  going t o  
become t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of  t h e  M i l i t a r y  Academy. 

i;. That  's r i g h t .  

Q g  So sometime i n  h e r e ,  i f  you a r e  go ing  t o  r e c e i v e  
a r e p o r t  such a s  t h i s ,  it seems you would have r e c e i v e d  it. 
I f  i t ' s  a paper  t h a t  I have been t o l d ,  t h a t  i s  a t h r e e  t o  
five page document w i t h  a l l  of t h e s e  a t t achmen t s ,  I would t h i n k  
you would r e c a l l  what it was and what it s a i d ,  because it was 
a formal  r e p o r t ,  a formal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and it had been d i -
r e c t e d  a f t e r  t h i s .  I t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  shou ld  have involved:  one,  
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an a n a l y s i s  of  the a l l e g a t i o n s  made by Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON; 
and two, t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  which was inc luded  i n  t h e  VC propaganda 
and i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  a l l e g a t i o n .  

A.  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it inc luded  t h a t  w i t h i n  t h e  scope 
of it. I c a n ' t  s a y  f o r  s u r e ,  b u t  a l l  I r e a l l y  r e c a l l  are t h e  
s t a t emen t s .  

Q Well,  s e e ,  what makes it very d i f f i c u l t  t o  under-
s t a n d  here--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  I f  I had never  s een  t h i s  document, 
I could  n o t  have d e s c r i b e d  t h i s  t o  you i n  any d e t a i l  whatsoever.  
I wouldn ' t  have known what was hooked on t o  it. I t  would 
have meant n o t h i n g  t o  me i f  you had n o t  g iven  it t o  m e .  

Q Well ,  when Colonel  HENDERSON f i r s t  s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g  
t o  Colonel  WILSON, he t a l k e d  i n  terms of an o r a l  r e p o r t  and 

\ 
L 

ano the r  r e p o r t .  W e l l ,  now t h a t  i s  p r e t t y  easy .  There i s  t h e  k 
o t h e r  r e p o r t  ( i n d i c a t i n g  E x h i b i t  R - 5 ) ,  and t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t  -

L 

of  a copy. You d o n ' t  have a copy of  t h a t  anyhow. But t hen  c" 
l a t e r  on w e  come down t o ,  "Oh, t h e r e  was a formal  r e p o r t ,  " b u t  
w e  have n o t  been a b l e  t o  f i n d  it o r  f i n d  anybody t h a t  knows 
anyth ing  about  it. Well ,  t h e  formal  r e p o r t  w a s  a c t u a l l y ,  
accord ing  t o  Colone l  HENDERSON, based upon t h i s ,  and t h e r e  
i s  ano the r  r e p o r t  which h e  submi t ted ;  which is  p u t t i n g  h i s  
own o r a l  r e p o r t  i n  w r i t i n g  and which he says  he  prepared  
between 4 and 6 A p r i l .  

A. And d i d  t h i s  have s t a t e m e n t s  from people?  

Q No. A t  one t ime he s o r t  of s a i d  i.',d i d .  Then 
he  g o t  away from it and s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a t h r e e  t o  f i v e -
page document. W e  have had o t h e r  people  who, f r a n k l y ,  
t h i n k  they  have s e e n  a paper  t h a t  a l l u d e s  t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  
o r  t h e  complaints  r e g i s t e r e d  by Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON. 
W e  have had r e f e r e n c e  t o  s e v e r a l  of  them, and t h i s  has  been 
done u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y  w i thou t  any prompting,  t a l k i n g  about  
a t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  o f  a page memorandum. 

A. This sounds f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  s ay  t h a t  
I have seen  it. 

Q. So, t h a t  i s  t h e  way we s t a n d  today.  W e  can assume 
t h e r e  was an o r a l  r e p o r t  g iven  maybe i n  b i t s  and p i e c e s .  W e  
have a myth ica l  r e p o r t ,  p u t t i n g  t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t  i n  w r i t i n g  
a s  of about  4 t o  6 A p r i l  o r  t he reabou t s .  
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W e  have t h e  r e p o r t  of 24  A p r i l  which i s  based  upon t h e  a l l e -
g a t i o n s  of  i n c l o s u r e  1, which,  i n  t u r n ,  is t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  
of t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  We have t h a t ,  b u t  w e  d o n ' t  have any 
"ollow-on r e p o r t  of  a formal  n a t u r e  no r  do we f i n d  anybody 

who knows any th ing  about  it b e s i d e s  you and Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A .  I c a n ' t  unders tand t h i s ,  because  I am s u r e  I 
gene ra t ed  t h i s  through General  YOUNG a f t e r  w e  had 
a d i s c u s s i o n  about one o f  t h e s e  r e p o r t s .  W e  had agreed 
t h i s  d i d  n o t  m e e t  t h e  b i l l  and t h a t  i s  why I thought  it was 
this one;  t h a t  what we needed were s t a t e m e n t s  from t h e  
wi tnes ses  s o  w e  would have t h e s e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  c a s e  t h e  ARVN 
d i d  t u r n  up something a t  a f u t u r e  d a t e .  

MR MACCRATE: W e l l ,  i n  some r e s p e c t s  Colonel  PARSON and 
General  YOUNG have been,  q u i t e  f r a n k l y ,  fuzzy and very un-
clear,  b u t  on t h i s  q u e s t i o n  of  a formal  r e p o r t  they  have 
come through loud  and c l e a r .  They know a b s o l u t e l y  no th ing  
about  such a formal  r e p o r t .  

A. Maybe when you c a l l  it formal ,  you cause  them 
t o  t h i n k  of t o o  much of a s t a t e s i d e  t ype  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
as opposed t o  t h e  s t a t emen t s  of  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  which I have 
c a l l e d  formal .  

Q - W e l l ,  your  t es t imony has  been g iven  t o  them, and 
they  a r e  c l e a r  t h a t  they  have n o t  s e e n  no r  hea rd  of any th ing  
that meets t h a t  d e s c r i p t i o n .  

A .  W e l l ,  I would have s a i d  t h a t  it would have been 
General  YOUNG who would have c a r r i e d  t h e  requi rement  t o  
Colonel  HENDERSON. 

MR WALSH: With r e s p e c t  t o  any adv ice  o r  r e p o r t s  you may 
have made w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  c a s u a l t i e s ,  do you r e c a l l  e v e r  
d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  o r  any of t h e s e  c a s u a l t i e s  w i th  
anybody from USARV o r  MACV a t  any t ime a f t e r  16 March? 

A .  No, s ir .  Do you mean t h e  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

Q The c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  of t h e  
war ran t  o f f i c e r ,  t h e  VC propaganda, any a s p e c t  of  t h i s  
m a t t e r  t h a t  had been d i scussed?  

A. Not from t h e  MACV headqua r t e r s .  NOW, i f  you 
c o n s i d e r  a d v i s o r s  a r e  MACV, ye s .  But i f  you a r e  t a l k i n g  
about  USARV o r  MACV h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  no. 
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Q I n  t h e  advisory group, who d i d  you r e c a l l  s p e c i f i -
c a l l y ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I t a l k e d  t o  them as  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
al though t h i s  is  p o s s i b l e .  I saw them occas iona l ly .  I am 
s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  an adv i so r  p r e s e n t  when I t a l k e d  t o  K H I E N  
and probably HUTTER was p r e s e n t  when I t a l k e d  wi th  TOAN. 

A. A t  any t ime,  do you r e c a l l  d i s c u s s i n g  any of t h e s e  
matters wi th  anybody from any of t h e s e  headquar te rs  who 
may have been v i s i t i n g  you a t  your headquar te rs?  

A .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  d i s c u s s i n g  it wi th  anybody. 

MR MACCRATE: General  KOSTER, i n  connect ion wi th  t h e  consider-
a t i o n  of t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  e i t h e r  by t h e  war ran t  o f f i c e r  o r  w i th  
r e s p e c t  t o  the VC propaganda, was t h e r e  any d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  
impl i ca t ions  f o r  Task Force Barker ;  i f  they were w e l l  founded 
o r  i f  t h e  informat ion  was given currency o r  any d i s c u s s i o n s  
about what a d i f f i c u l t  t h i n g  t h i s  would be i f  t h i s  w e r e  t o  
be i n  any way confirmed? 

A.  I b e l i e v e  General YOUNG and I s p e c u l a t e d  on t h i s  
and if t h e  Vietnamese i n v e s t i g a t i o n  should come up w i t h  some-
t h i n g  t h a t  would cause us t o  reopen t h e  case .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
w e  dwel t  on it, b u t  I do t h i n k  w e  thought about it. 

Q Had the two New Yorker a r t i c l e s  reached Chu Lai  
by t h a t  time? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  I had seen  them y e t .  

Q I w i l l  t e l l  you a very s t r a n g e  coincidence.  The 
second i s s u e  of New-Yorker, w i th  t h e  s t o r i e s  l a r g e l y  d i r e c t e d  
t o  t h e  a r e a  of  o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  America1 Div i s ion ,  and d i s -
cuss ing  members of  your s t a f f ,  and in te rv iews  wi th  Colonel 
DIONNE a r e  quoted,  ana wi th  M r .  MAY down i n  Quang Ngai, b u t  
t h e  second of t h e  two i s  da ted  March 16,  1968, and I j u s t  
wonder i f  t h i s  was a p a r t  of t h e  m i l i e u  i n  which t h i s  prob-
l e m  was be ing  cons idered  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

(Witness looks a t  a copy of -New Yorker magazine, 
da t ed  March 1 6 ,  1968 ,  handed him by M r .  MACCRATE. ) 

I t  is  i n  f a c t  a  very lengthy  a r t i c l e ,  and i f  you 
have n o t  read  it o r  i f  it had n o t  been brought  t o  your  a t t e n -
t i o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  answers my q u e s t i c n .  
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A. I d o n ' t  th ink  I heard about it a t  t h e  t ime, and I 
am no t  even s u r e  t h a t  I have eve r  seen  i t ,  as a r a t t e r  of f a c t .  

Q I t ' s  an extremely long a r t i c l e ,  and it ls i n  kw0 
i s s u e s  of  t h e  New-Yorker i n  March of 1968, based  p r imar i ly  Upon 
badkground work t h a t  had been done i n  the  f a i l  of 1967. 

Another a spec t  of background, t o  what e x t e n t  was 
t h e r e  a consciousness and d i scuss ion  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  develop-
ments back i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  a t  t h i s  t ime? T h i s ,  of course ,  
is the  s p r i n g  1968. When we t r i e d  t o  put  o u r s e l v e s  i n t o  t h e  
atmosphere of a number of months ago, i t ' s  easy t o  f o r g e t  
t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  were happening a t  t h e  same t ime.  But  i f  we 
go back, we recognize t h a t  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  p r i m a r i e s  i n  the 
e a r l y  s p r i n g  were going forward. There was unexpected occur-
rences wi th  t h e  withdrawal of t h e  P r e s i d e n t  from c o n t e n t i o n  
f o r  t h e  nomination. This  was t h e  very atmosphere w i t h  growing 
c r i t i c i s p  of t h e  Vietnam war a c t i v i t y  and a g a i n s t  that a t t i t u d e  
t h a t  t h e s e  events  were t a k i n g  p l a c e ,  and t h i s  may be a very 
d i f f i c u l t  q u e s t i o n ,  but--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I would n o t  t h i n k  it would haxre 
had too much of  an  impact on t h e  a c t i o n s  by t h e s e  t roops 8 

I th ink  you found some thought be ing  g iven  t o  t h i s  by peo'ple 
back i n  the r e a r  a r e a ,  and you found some thought being 
given by t h e  t roops  s i t t i n g  on a f i r e  base .  But when t h e  
t roops were involved i n  an a c t i o n  such as  this ,  they had 
o t h e r  t h i n g s  t o  t h i n k  about.  

Q- To what e x t e n t  was it given c o n s i d e r a t i o n  by those' 
who were faced  wi th  t h e  ques t ion  of what t o  do wi th  an i n c i d e n t  
when it was brought t o  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  it would have had any impact on m e  
whatsoever. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  any of t h e  s e n i o r  
s t a f f  o r  with any o f  those  wi th  whom you may have d iscussed  t h i s  
w i t h ,  the  p o s s i b l e  impact upon t h e  United S t a t e s  e f f o r t  i n  Viet-
nam? 

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a s  a d i s c u s s i o n  p e r  s e ,  b u t  I can 
see where an i n c i d e n t  of t h a t  type  happening a t  t h a t  t i m e  would 
have been--not r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  i t ' s  turned  o u t  t o  be what i t ' s  
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turned ou t  t o  be--but any i n c i d e n t  would perh.aps have had a 
more s i g n i f i c a n t  impact then  than  a t  any o t h e r  t ime. But I 
d o n ' t  remember d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  ques t ion  with anyone. 

I0 : General KOSTER, I h a t e  t o  keep coming back t o  
t h i s  d i scuss ion  of yours with Colonel TOAN, b u t  I have 
j u s t  re read  t h e  s t a t ement  of Major PHO i n  which he makes 
one s ta tement  i n  which he s a i d  he was t o l d  t o ,  " fe t ch  h i s  
n~kmo," and he re  h e  would be r e p o r t i n g  o r  r e f e r r i n g  t o  h i s  
memorandum t o  Colonel TOAN, I' and the  repokt ,  It  and t h e  re-
p o r t  1:e i s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  i s  the  r e p o r t  of 11 A p r i l ,  "and t h e  
propaganda which it concerned." He went on t o  say ,  t h i s  he 
d i d  and those persons assembled d iscussed  the  ma t t e r  f o r  
about 5 minutes and then  went on t o  o t h e r  t h i n g s .  This Major 
PHO remembers a s  having happened 2 t o  3 days a f t e r  he wrote  
h i s  memo t o  Colonel TOAN. 

A .  And t h i s  i s  on an occasion when I was t h e r e ?  

Q- Y e s .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e l a t e  t h i s  a s  t h e  time t h a t  I went t o  
s e e  Colonel TOAN about t h i s  a s  what was happening now. I 
am n o t  s u r e  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  d i scuss  it with Colonel TOAN on 
o t h e r  occas ions ,  too .  I would have s a i d  it would have been 
much l a t e r  than  t h i s ,  because t o  me t h a t  was t h e  f i n a l  wrap 
up, t h i s  l a s t  v i s i t .  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  want t o  i n f e r  t h a t  I 
never d iscussed  it wi th  him befo re ,  because I suspected  t h a t  
I have. Colonel TOAN--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I g o t  t h e  impression from t a l k i n g  
t o  Colonel TOAN t h a t  he was concerned about t h i s ,  and he 
d i r e c t e d  t h e  province t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  it. But a t  t h e  same 
timc, he recognized t h a t  it was i n  VC t e r r i t o r y  and t h a t  he 
had l i m i t e d  c a p a b i l i t i e s  t o  g e t  i n t o  the  a rea .  So from the  
way he t o l d  t h e  s t o r y  t o  me, he wanted you t o  know s o  t h a t  
a t  the  same t i m e  t h a t  he was t r y i n g  t o  check i n t o  it through 
province t h a t  you would be i n v e s t i g a t i n g  it through your own 
c a p a b i l i t i e s  o r  means and f a c i l i t i e s .  That,  I th ink ,  i s  a 
p r e t t y  c l e a r  p i c t u r e  of what I i n t e r p r e t  of what Colonel 
TOAN was t r y i n g  t o  ' t e l l  m e .  W e  were t a l k i n g  about t h a t  ,time 
frame because everyth ing  seems t o  have been pushed i n t o  t h i s  
mid-April t ime frame. 

A .  Well, I undoubtedly had some d i scuss ion  wi th  him 
a t  t h a t  t ime,  b u t  I a l s o  know t h a t  t h e r e  was a f i n a l  d iscuss ion  
which--
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Q m  ( In te rpos ing)  And whatever it was a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
I take  it ,  i n  your mind, whether it had t o  do wi th  the  11 
~ p r i lmemo o r  anything e l s e ,  t h a t  it s tuck  ou t  a s  being 
VC propaganda. 

A .  That i s  a l l  they had been a b l e  t o  conclude 
a t  t h e  t ime. I d o n ' t  know whether they i n d i c a t e d  they were 
s t i l l  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o r  had completed t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
o r  what t h e  s t a t u s  of it was, bu t  they had nothing more 
than we had been exposed t o  a l ready.  And I gave him assur-
ances i f  they uncovered some more, we wanted t o  g e t  it. 

Q- Did you o f f e r ,  by chance, t o  a s s i s t  them i n  
t h e i r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  t h e  conduct of an opera t ion  i n t o  
t h a t  a r e a  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  f a c t s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know t h a t  I d i d ,  s i r .  I was th ink ing ,  
the  way t h e s e  people t r a v e l  about and t h e  number of people 
they have t h a t  g e t  i n t o  these  a reas  perhaps on both s i d e s ,  
t h a t  they would have someone r e l i a b l e  t h a t  they could g e t  
t h a t  type of information from. That i s  what I was th inking .  

Q Knowing what we know now--of course ,  h i n d s i g h t
is much e a s i e r  than  f o r e s i g h t - - i t  would have been no g r e a t  
shakes a t  a11 t o  have gone i n t o  My Lai ( 4 ) .  A s  a mat ter  
of f a c t ,  we t a l k e d  t o  one fel low t h a t  was i n  t h e r e ,  and he 
d i d n ' t  know where he was. 

A .  I ' m  s u r e  we could have gone i n t o  it any day of 
the  week. 

MR WEST: Going back t o  the  s u b j e c t  of Colonel BARKER'S 
orders  t o  t h e  company commanders, he e v i d e n t l y  i s s u e d  
orders  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of i n s t r u c t i o n s  with some f e e l i n g  t h a t  
somebody above him would t o l e r a t e  t h i s .  Now, t h i s  planning 
had been done whi le  General LIPSCOMB was s t i l l  t h e  comman-
der  of t h e  br igade .  I want t o  ask you i f  you had any 
problems when General LIPSCOMB t o l e r a t i n g  t h e  burning of 
hamlets o r  k i l l i n g  of l i v e s t o c k ,  o r  with regard  t o  Viet-
namese l i v e s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h e r e  had been any previous 
i n c i d e n t s  of t h i s  type  on t h e  p a r t  of the  11th  Brigade. I 
r e c a l l  none. 

I 0  : General KOSTER, we very much a p p r e c i a t e  your coming 
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i n .  I am s u r e  t h a t  w e  have t o l d  you today and showed you 
t h i n g s  today t h a t  you had n o t  known b e f o r e .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q I would l i k e  t o  be  a b l e  t o  t e l l  you t h e  whole 
s t o r y  as w e  know it. With what we have t o l d  you and what 
w e  have shown you and a l s o  based  upon o u r  l i n e  o f  i n q u i r y ,  
i f  any of t h e s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  w e  have been t a l k i n g  about--
i . e . ,  when you met w i t h  Colonel  TOAN, when you met w i th  
Colonel  K H I E N ,  and what Colonel  G U I N N  might have s a i d  
t o  you o r  what h e  may have t o l d  you, o r  what he may have 
given you--things such a s  t h i s  would be  germane t o  ou r  
f i n d i n g s  and o u r  recommendations. We would very much l i k e  
t o  have you l e t  us know. I t  probably won ' t  be necessary  
f o r  you t o  come h e r e .  We can probably do it by ano the r  
means o r  have somebody come up t o  s e e  you. And I would 
a p p r e c i a t e ,  f r a n k l y ,  i f  you would look through t h e  remaining 
f o o t l o c k e r s  o r  o t h e r  c o n t a i n e r s  which you may have.  

A.  I t h i n k  I have c leaned  a l l  t h a t  o u t ,  and I have 
gone th rough  t h e  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  has  been c l eaned  o u t .  But 
I w i l l  s e a r c h  a l l  o f  t h e  c o n t a i n e r s  t h a t  came back j u s t  t o  
be s u r e .  

Q. W e  w i l l  a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t ,  because w e  are looking  
f o r  every s i n g l e  t h r e a d .  And you may rest w e l l  a s su red  t h a t  
of  n e c e s s i t y  and by o u r  own d e s i r e s  as an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  team, 
w e  a r e  n o t  going t o ,  a t  l e a s t ,  t r y  t o  l e a v e  a s t o n e  unturned 
i n  p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h i s  p i c t u r e .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  i f  you have 
any q u e s t i o n  you would l i k e  t o  ask o r  i f  you have any state-
ment you woald l i k e  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d ,  t h i s  would 
be t h e  t i m e  t o  do it. 

A.  Thank you f o r  your  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  

Q The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

( A t  t h i s  t ime ,  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  made by MG KOSTER 
b e f o r e  t h e  HEBERT Subcommittee of  t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  
Committee on 17 December 1969 was e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  
and marked as E x h i b i t  S-7.) 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1736 hour s ,  18 February 
19 70. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: KUECHENMEISTER, George P. MAJ 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 28 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A . 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: G3, Night Duty O f f i c e r ,  
T a c t i c a l  Operations Cente r ,  A m e r i c a 1  Division.  

The wi tness  explained h i s  job i n  t h e  TOC (pg. 35 ) .  
He r e c a l l e d  Task Force Barker working o u t  o f  t w o  LZ'S, 
Dot t ie  and Uptight  (pgs. 6 ,  7 ) ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  recall t h e  
1 6  March ope ra t ion  (pg. 7 ) ,  or t h e  128 VC K I A  (pg. 8 ) .  
He d i d  r e c a l l  a l o w  weapon count (pgs. 8,  9 ) .  H e  
explained how t h e  s i x  hour SITREP worked (pg. 9 ) .  The 
witness  r e c a l l e d  t h e  v i s i t  o f  Lieutenant  General DOLMAN 
on 17 March 1968 (pg. 11). H e  d i d  n o t  recall any mention of  
an a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  (pg. 13), any ques t ions  from chapla in  
LEWIS (pg. 1 4 ) ,  o r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  being conducted by 
d i v i s i o n  o r  br igade (pg. 14 ) .  H e  did n o t  r e c o l l e c t  6= ie f ing  
any a v i a t i o n '  u n i t s  (pg. 15) . H e  never s a w  or  heard of 
Exhib i t  R-1,  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  (pgs. 15 ,  16) . c a p t a i n  
MEDINA was h i s  replacement (pg. 1 6 ) ,  b u t  he never spoke 
with  him about My Lai  (pg. 17) . 
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. . 

EXHIBITS . 

EXHIBIT 

NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 


SITREP to I11 MAF, 

10 


SITREP Muscatine, 

R-10 162400 Mar Shown to witness. 9 


R- 6 16 Mar 68 Shown to witness. 


-

-. 

-
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1720 hours ,  28 January 
1970. ) 

10: The hea r ing  h i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR : The fol lowing persons a r e  present :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

The nex t  wi tness  i s  Major George P .  KUECHENMEISTER. 

(MAJ KUECHENMEISTER was c a l l e d  as a  wi tness ,  w a s  
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  as  fo l lows: )  

Major KUECHENMEISTER, f o r  t h e  record ,  w i l l  you 
p lease  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, 
o rgan iza t ion ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. George P .  KUECHENMEISTER, Major, Armor, 
I ' m  p r e s e n t l y  a t  Headquarters and Headquarters ~ o m ~ a n ~ ,  

194th A r m o r  Brigade a t  F o r t  Knox, Kentucky. 

10: Major KUECHENMEISTER, have you read  t h e  i n s t r u c -
t i o n s  (Exhibi t  M-57) ? 

A. Y e s ,  I have. 

Q. Do you understand them o r  have any ques t ions  con-
cern ing  them? 

A. I understand them f u l l y .  

Q. Fine.  On my , l e f t  i s  M r .  Robert MACCRATE who has 
volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  Sec re ta ry  RESOR t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  H e  a l s o  provides l e g a l  counsel t o  me  and o t h e r  
members of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  team. On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel 
ARMSTRONG, an Army co lone l ,  who has been des ignated  as  an as-
s i s t a n t  i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by t h e  Of f i ce  of the  Chief of 
S t a f f ,  General WESTMORELAND. W e  have o t h e r  groups . t h a t  a r e  
t ak ing  testimony from o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I w i l l  have t h e  job 
pf p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h e  r e p o r t ,  weighing t h e  evidence,  and 
making f ind ings  and recommendations. 

A s  a m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r ,  you a r e  ordered no t  t o  d i s -
cuss  your testimony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc lud ing  
o t h e r  wi tnesses  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  as it may be 

(KUECHENMEISTER) 1 APY T-262 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

neces sa ry  i n  t h e  performance o f  o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  o r  a s  you may 
be  r e q u i r e d  t o  do  s o  b e f o r e  competent a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  
o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. I use  t h e  t e r m  l e g i s l a t i v e  and I may 
e x p l a i n  t h a t  f o r  you. You may be  r e q u i r e d  t o  appear  b e f o r e  
one of  t h e  Congress iona l  committees. The one which would have 
t h e  g r e a t e s t  l i k e l i h o o d  would b e  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  subcommittee 
of t h e  House A r m e d  S e r v i c e s  Committee. I f  you are s o  r eques t -
e d ,  your appearance h e r e  would i n  no way p rec lude  your  t es t i -
f y i n g  b e f o r e  such a l e g i s l a t i v e  body. I do n o t  b e l i e v e  you 
have been c i t e d  o r  cau t ioned  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  
c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e  of Uni ted  S t a t e s  v. Ca l l ey .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q .  Well, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you w i l l  b e ,  b u t  i n  t h e  e v e n t  
you a r e ,  I would o n l y  l i k e  t o  say  t h a t  your  appearance h e r e  , 
would i n  no way change e i t h e r  t h e  e f f e c t  o r  t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  
o f  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  i s s u e d  by such a m i l i t a r y  judge. Do you 
have any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A. No, sir.  

Q .  Major KUECHENMEISTER, would you i n d i c a t e  your  
ass ignment  w i t h i n  t h e  Arnerical D iv i s ion  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1968, 
i n d i c a t i n g  when you jo ined  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  what your  ass ignments  
w e r e ,  and when you f i n a l l y  t e rmina t ed  your  s e r v i c e  t h e r e ?  

A. S i r ,  I went t o  what was then  Task Force  Oregon. 
Tha t  was on about  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of  September. I f o r g e t  
t h e  e x a c t  d a t e ,  and t h e n  I was a s s igned  t o  t h e  G 3  and,  more 
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t a c t i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  c e n t e r .  T h a t ' s  where I d i d  
my work i n i t i a l l y .  I was j u s t  more o r  less l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  
f o r  a  couple  weeks, t hen  1-s t a r t e d  working a s  t h e  t a c t i c a l  
o p e r a t i o n s  n i g h t  duty  o f f i c e r  and worked a t  t h a t  job from 
t h e n  u n t i l  1 5 - ~ u ~ u s t1968 when I l e f t .  

Q P r a c t i c a l l y  a whole y e a r ,  t hen?  

A . .  Right ,  sir. 

Q. W e l l ,  t h i s  s o  c a l l e d  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  on 16 March 
1968 became a matter of p u b l i c  knowledge i n  September o r  
October o f  l a s t  y e a r ,  abou t  4 o r  5 months ago.  S i n c e  t h a t  
t ime  have you had any c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i th  anybody f r o m . t h e  
Arnerical D iv i s ion  concern ing  what may have t r a n s p i r e d  a t  My Lai 
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o r  Son My o r  t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  were rendered  on it o r  t h e  i n -  
v e s t i g a t i o n  of any such i n c i d e n t ?  

A. The on ly  t h i n g  I did--Major LOGAN, who worked 
wi th  m e  d u r i n g  t h e  America1 and s o  f o r t h ,  one night--He's  a l s o  
p r e s e n t l y  a t  F o r t  Knox--I asked him something about  it o r  
what he knew about  it o r  something t o  t h i s  n a t u r e ,  because I 
d i d  n o t  remember anyth ing  i n  r ega rds  t o  t h i s  t h i n g  a t  a l l .  
H e  i n d i c a t e d  something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  something d i d  occur  
on t h a t  day,  and t h i s  was about  it. I d i d n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
see g e t t i n g  involved  w i t h  him over  t h e  t h i n g  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
because I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he o r  I had any p a r t i c u l a r  knowledge 
or  in fo rma t ion  a t  t h e  t ime .  

Q e  
 S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  what d i d  he s ay  had t aken  p l a c e ?  

A. H e  d i d  n o t  s ay  any th ing  a s  t o  what had t aken  p l a c e .  
H e  seemed t o  i n d i c a t e  t o  m e  t h a t  something had occu r red  on 
t h a t  day. 

Q- W e l l ,  do you j u s t  l e a v e  something l i k e  t h a t  hang- 
i n g  a t  a t i m e  l i k e  t h a t ?  I mean, you and LOGAN g o t  t o g e t h e r  
t o  d i s c u s s  i t ,  so you g o t  down t o  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  p o i n t  and 
t h e n  you dropped it. Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. W e l l ,  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  want t o  g e t  t o o  involved  
w i t h  what he knew o r  what I knew a t  t h a t  t ime  because I d i d n ' t  
know any th ing  about  it. 

Q- I thought  you asked him? 

A. W e l l ,  I asked him i f  he w a s  a w a r e  of any th ing  
about  it, and he  s a i d  t h a t  h e  had had some knowledge on it o r  
something t h a t  had occur fed  and t h a t  t h e  t h i n g  had g o t t e n  
dropped,  I b e l i e v e ,  a t  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  b r i e f i n g ,  and t h a t  w a s  
about  it. 

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  I may have some more q u e s t i o n s  on t h a t  
l a te r .  Now, I t h i n k  it would be impor t an t  t o  know j u s t  ex-
a c t l y  where you f i t  i n t o  t h i s  p i c t u r e  w i t h i n  t h e  G 3  shop of 
t h e  America1 Div i s ion .  So, would you e x p l a i n  what your  func- 
t i o n s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and your  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  o t h e r  
people  i n  t h e  TOC and w i t h i n  t h e  G 3  shop and ,  a l s o ,  your  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  G2? 

APP T-262 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A .  Well, my duty  g e n e r a l l y  c o n s i s t e d  o f ,  I came t o  
work around 7:30--I came t o  work e a r l i e r - - I  went on du ty  a t  
7:30. I normal ly  g o t  b r i e f e d  i n  by t h e  day crew, and then  I 
went t o  work a t  7:30. A t  t h a t  t ime ,  I was i n  more of  a  semi-
c o n t r o l  of t h e  t a c t i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  c e n t e r  t h e r e .  I n  t h i s  ca-
p a c i t y ,  I worked for t h e  G3 and r e c e i v i n g  r e p o r t s  and w r i t i n g  
up, i n  some c a s e s  s u p e r v i s i n g  t h e  w r i t i n g  up, o f  t h e  2 4  hour  
SITREP, t h e  d a i l y  SITREP, t o  I11 MAF. I normal ly  worked 
r e a l  c l o s e  w i t h  whoever t h e  G 2  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  was and of  cou r se  
by expe r i ence  worked w i t h  him. 

Q Did t h e y  have somebody t h a t  s t a y e d  on t o  p rov ide
t h e  same degree  of c o n t i n u i t y  t h a t  you d i d ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. They had,  normal ly ,  a c a p t a i n .  

Q. Who w a s  t h e  c a p t a i n  t h a t  was on t h e  n i g h t  s h i f t  
w i t h  you? 

A. I ' m  n o t  r e a l  p o s i t i v e ,  s i r .  I t h i n k  p o s s i b l y  t h a t  
S e t h  ORELL, Cap ta in  S e t h  ORELL, w a s  on a t  t h a t  t i m e  o r  it w a s  
du r ing  t h i s  pe r iod .  I w a s  looking  over  a l e t t e r  which I had 
w r i t t e n  t o  my w i f e  which was t h e  on ly  t h i n g  I could  n a i l  
down i n  t h i s  t i m e  f r a m e .  H e  w a s  working n i g h t s  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
o r  he  was g e t t i n g  ready  t o  go t o  days.  

Q. They s h i f t e d  around t h e n ,  b u t  you j u s t  s t a y e d
r i g h t  on a s  head of t h e  n i g h t  s h i f t ?  

A .  I w a s  more o r  l e s s  s t a b i l i z e d  i n  t h e r e  because  o f  
t h e  work t h a t  I had done and s o  on and s o  f o r t h ,  and I was 
p r e t t y  w e l l  what you might s a y ,  locked i n  based on I knew what 
w a s  going on a l o t  of  t i m e s ;  I knew what t h e  g e n e r a l  wanted 
t o  know. My normal c h a i n  of  command when something occu r red  
w a s  I would c a l l  up t h e  G3 and inform him and i f  it w a s  neces-
s a r y  c a l l  General  YOUNG, General  RYDER, o r  General  KOSTER and 
inform them o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s .  I ' m  n o t . p o s i t i v e  i f  Capta in  
ORELL was t h e r e  o r  on d u t y  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e .  H e  was 
w i t h i n  t h i s  t i m e  frame. H e  came i n  t h e r e  a long  i n  January ,  
t o o .  H e  and Major LOGAN, a f t e r  working w i t h  m e  a t  n i g h t ,  had 
s h i f t e d  t o  days;  and f o r  a w h i l e  Major LOGAN worked days ,  and 
I b e l i e v e  went back t o  n i g h t s .  

Q Were you a c a p t a i n  o r  a major a t  t h e  t ime?  
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A.  I was a c a p t a i n .  

Q 0 You were a c a p t a i n .  When were you promoted? 

A. October 1968. 

9. October 1968. Had you had du ty  i n  South Vietnam 
b e f o r e  t h e n ,  Major KUECHENMEISTER? 

A. NO, s ir .  

9. Did you s t a y  on i n  South Vietnam a f t e r  you term-
i n a t e d  your  du ty  i n  t h e  America1 Div is ion?  

A. No, sir. I j u s t  s p e n t  t h e  1 y e a r  t h e r e .  

MR MACCRATE: Were you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  format ion  and t h e  
area of o p e r a t i o n  of Task Force  Barker?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t ,  and I d o n ' t  
know i f  t h i s  i s  i n  o r  o u t  of  o r d e r ,  b u t  we had been g l anc ing  
a t  who had been t h e r e ,  more o r  l e s s  o l d  home week type  of  t h i n g ,  
who w e  knew and who we d i d n ' t .  I was r e c o n s t r u c t i n g ,  and I 
remember t h e  two u n i t s  and I c a n ' t  remember t h e  t h i r d  company 
t h a t  was down t h e r e  i n  Task Force  Barker .  I am f a m i l i a r  w i t h  
t h e  a r e a ,  what t hey  were doing down t h e r e .  

Q Do you remember t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  t h r e e  companies 
t h a t  were t aken  from t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  b a t t a l i o n s .  There w a s  
A/3/1, B / 4 / 3 ,  and C/1/20. Was tha t - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  was A/3/1 t h a t  I had f o r g o t .  

Q- W e l l ,  I know i t ' s  t a k i n g  you back some 22  months 
now, b u t  w e  would l i k e  t o  go back t o  t h a t  t ime  and see i f  w e  
can r e c a l l  w i t h  you some of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  you were h e a r i n g  
a t  t h a t  t ime and some of t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  may have come 
t o  your a t t e n t i o n  a s  n i g h t  du ty  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  TOC. Let  me 
t e l l  you t h a t  w e  do know t h a t  Capta in  ORELL was t h e  evening 
b r i e f e r  on 1 6  March. This  may be h e l p f u l  t o  you i n  p u t t i n g  
t h i s  i n t o  i t s  p rope r  frame o f  r e f e r e n c e .  I unders tand  t h a t  
you would a t t e n d  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g  which was g iven  b e f o r e  
you went on du ty ,  o r  would you have your  own s e p a r a t e  b r i e f -
ing?  
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A. I t  w a s  o u r  own s e p a r a t e  b r i e f i n g .  Normally, t h e  
day b r i e f i n g  w a s  a t  1700. Th i s  was normally when I w a s  on 
t h e  way t o  work, s o  t o  speak.  I f o r g e t  i f  supper  was a t  1730 
o r  when. W e  would e a t  supper  and come on back,  and w e  would 
go i n t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  room, and they  would go o v e r  t h e i r  no t e s  

and g i v e  me b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same b r i e f i n g  as f a r  a s  t h e  S2, 
S 3  p o r t i o n  of the b r i e f i n g  on what had occu r red  t h a t  day and 
what were the g e n e r a l  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  n e x t  day. 

Q Would t h e y  a l s o  pas s  a long  t o  you any q u e s t i o n s  
t h a t  may have a r i s e n  d u r i n g  the course  of  i h e  evening  
b r i e f i n g  t h a t  t h e y  had g iven  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  and s t a f f ?  

A. I would say  normally i f  t hey  came up w i t h  any 
t y p e  o f  q u e s t i o n ,  t hey  would pas s  t h a t  on t o  m e  and l e t  me  
know what w a s  go ing  on,  because they  d i d  t r y  t o  keep me  in -
formed because a l o t  of  t imes  General  KOSTER o r  RYDER would 
c a l l  up, "What d o  you have on such and such?"  j u s t  r i g h t  o f f  
t h e  b a t .  

Q .  Had you a l s o  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  sometimes f o r  
p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h e  24-hour SITREP's du r ing  t h e  course  of  
t h e  evening? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Now, go ing  back t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  Task Force 
Barker  i n  t h e  middle  of  March, do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  
a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime  o f  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  and i t s  ob j . ec t ives  
and how t h e  f o r c e s  w e r e  deployed? 

A. W e l l ,  r i g h t  o f f  t h e  c u f f ,  I j u s t  remember 
g e n e r a l l y  they worked o u t  o f ,  I t h i n k  it was two LZ's down 
t h e r e ,  and worked around t h e  a r e a ,  t h i s  t ype  of t h i n g .  They 
had t h e  t h r e e  companies. They normally k e p t  one back and 
t h e  o t h e r  two w e r e  o u t .  They w e r e  working o u t  of LZ ~ o t t i e ,  
which I b e l i e v e  was on t h e  r i g h t ,  and t h e r e  w a s  ano the r  one 
on t h e  l e f t ,  which I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of t h e  nai7,e of  r i g h t  now. 

Q Task Force  Barker  was headquar te red  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  
and then  t h e r e  w a s  LZ Upt igh t  where t h e r e  was an a r t i l l e r y  
b a t t e r y .  

A .  Upt igh t .  I t  was on t h e  r i g h t ,  a l s o ,  wasn t it? 
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Q. I f  you look on t h e  map ( E x h i b i t  MAP-1) behind you, 
it may h e l p  r e f r e s h  you a s  t o  t h e  l o c a t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  A 0  of 
Task Force Barker .  You s e e  i n  t h e  upper l e f t - h a z d  co rne r  LZ 
~ o t t i eand then  LZ Upt igh t  w i t h  your  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t e r y ,  and t h e  
a r e a  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  down i n  t h e  orange  a r e a .  Y o u ' l l  n o t e  
you q u i t e  c o r r e c t l y  r e c a l l  two l and ing  zones ,  C/1/20 coming i n  
a t  LZ 1 and B/4/3 coming i n  a t  LZ 2. 

A. Th i s  was your combat a s s a u l t ,  I assume. I was 
t h i n k i n g  they  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y ,  j u s t  from what I remember of 
the o v e r a l l  o p e r a t i o n ,  t hey  were a t  D o t t i e  and worked back 
and f o r t h  from Upt igh t .  There i s  ano the r  f i r e  b a s e ,  I 
thought ,  f u r t h e r  over  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  

Q. And t h a t  t h e s e  t h r e e  companies r o t a t e d  around t h e  
t h r e e  f i r e  bases .  But i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  de- 
ployment of  t h e  companies, you had two combat a s s a u l t s .  Then 
t h e  t h i r d  company was i n  t h a t  yel low a r e a  engaged i n  a  block- 
i n g  a c t i o n  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  Now, t h i s  g ives  you t h e  g e n e r a l  
frame o f  r e f e r e n c e .  Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  
r e p o r t  of t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  you were g i v e n  t h a t  evening on 
t h e  1 6 t h  of  March a f t e r  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  by C h a r l i e  Company 
and Bravo Company? 

A. No, sir.  

Q- Do you remember anyth ing  unusua l  about  t h e  i n -  
fo rmat ion  you r e c e i v e d  t h a t  evening a s  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  of  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I n  t r u t h  r i g h t  now, I d o n ' t  remember t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n .  When my mind goes back t o  t h i s ,  
I keep coming up wi th  what I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  i s  much l a t e r  
a c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  198 th ,  a t  t h a t  t ime t h a t  i nvo lved  down 
i n  t h i s  a r e a  l a t e r . o n ,  much l a t e r ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q- Well,  back i n  t h i s  t i m e  frame, do you remember 
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  an o p e r a t i o n  i n  which Task Force  Barker had 
t h e  most s u c c e s s f u l  engagement t h a t  it had  s i n c e  t h e  11 th  
Rrigade a r r i v e d  i n  count ry ,  or a t  l e a s t  it was s o  r e p o r t e d ?  

A. No, sir. I was t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  back ,  and t h i s  
goes from r e a d i n g ,  now, t h a t  t hey  c la imed a body count  of  
what w a s  128 o r  something of t h a t  n a t u r e .  
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Q That  w a s  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  came i n t o  your  TOC 
t h a t  day. 

A. I n  t r u t h  I was t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  back.  Normally, 
when anyth ing  g o t  up over  30 o r  40 o r  something of  t h i s  
n a t u r e  a t  v a r i o u s  times--,  b u t  t h i s  a r e a  and t h e  128 have 
n o t  added up t o  m e  a t  a l l .  

Q You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of what w e r e  t o l d  
about  t h a t  body count  o f  128 VC K I A  on t h e  evening of 16 
March a s  you w e r e  t a k i n g  over  your  d u t i e s  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A.  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  Do you a l l  have o u r  l i t t l e  
SITREPS--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e  have your  SITREP'S, and I ' l l  
go through t h o s e  w i t h  you. W e  have your  l o g  and we have t h e  
v a r i o u s  background material,  b u t  I want t o  f i n d  o u t  f i r s t  
what you can r e c a l l  a s  t o  any of  t h e  c i rcumstances  i n  t h e  
TOC a t  t h a t  t i m e  when t h e  b a l l  was passed t o  you f o r  t h e  
evening.  A s  o f  t h i s  moment you have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of 
any th ing  b e i n g  s a i d  about  body coun t s ,  about  weapons? 
Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  f i g u r e s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  
t o  weapons t aken?  

A. Your b r i n g i n g  t h i s  weapons t h i n g  up s t r i k e s  a 
b e l l ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  about  a l l .  I ' m  n o t  pinned down on t h i s  
a c t i o n  o r  t o  t h i s  t h i n g ,  b u t  I seem t o  remember something 
ove r  weapons and body count  and a d i s c u s s i o n .  Now, i f  i t ' s  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a c t i o n  o r  n o t ,  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e .  

Q L e t ' s  add ano the r  i n g r e d i e n t  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  Do 
you remember t h e  t i m c  o f  t h e  change of  command of t h e  11 th  
Br igade ,  when Colonel  HENDERSON assumed command from Genreal  
LIPSCOMB? 

A .  No, sir.  

Q J u s t  t o  g i v e  you t h e  t i m e  frame, aga in .  That  
took p l a c e  on 15  March 1968. This  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  t h e  very 
nex t  day,  on 16 March, o r  it began on 16 of March. The 
a c t u a l  f i g u r e s  f o r  t h a t  day w e r e  1 2 8  VC K I A ,  2 U . S .  KIA, 
11 U.S. wounded, and 3 weapons cap tured .  Do t h o s e  f i g u r e s  
beg in  t o  s t r i k e  cords  of  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  
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A. The 128 does n o t  s t r i k e  a b e l l  w i t h  m e ,  and f o r  
some r eason ,  when we g o t  i n t o  weapons, I was t h i n k i n g  of 
f o u r .  Now, i f  t h i s  was a l l  w i t h i n  t h e  same d i s c u s s i o n ,  I 
a m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q .  Do you remember any d i s c u s s i o n  of  s u b s t a n t i a l  
d i s p a r i t y  between t h e  VC K I A  and weapons t h a t  w e r e  t aken?  

A. Not a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

Q W e  have had c o n s i d e r a b l e  t es t imony from people
who w e r e  t h e r e  w i t h  you a t  t h e  t ime about  t h i s  and t h e  
d i s c u s s i o n s  t h a t  took p l ace .  Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of t h e s e  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  what people  s a i d  t o  you o r  what you 
overheard  them d i s c u s s i n g  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  r i g h t  now. 

Q. Now, what was t h e  proceedure  f o r  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  
of t h e  6-hour SITREP? 

A. W e l l ,  t h ey  w e r e  set  up f o r  0600, 1200, 1800, and 
2400. The 1800 was normally d i s p a t c h e d  p r i o r  t o  me coming 
on duty.  T h a t ' s  t h e  1800 one,  and I d i s p a t c h e d  t h e  2400 and 
t h e  0600. 

Q .  W e l l ,  I show you E x h i b i t  R-10, which i s  t h e  
SITREP f o r  16 March 1801 t o  2400 (handing e x h i b i t s  t o  w i t n e s s ) .  

Do they  r e f r e s h  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any th ing  
t h a t  w a s  t o l d  you a t  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g  on t h a t  day? 

A. These b r i n g  back j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t .  For example, 
t h e  SITREP f o r  1800 t o  2400. T h i s ,  of cou r se ,  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  
one t h a t  I d i d ,  and I had t o  have g o t t e n  my in fo rma t ion  from 
t h e  people  and from t h e i r  SITREP and have no doubt t h a t  I 
argued w i t h  somebody over  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  b u t  I could n o t  
improve d a t a .  This r e a l l y  jogs  my memory as t o  what I w a s  
t o l d  t h a t  evening.  

Q What d i d  you a rgue  about  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e s e  
f i g u r e s .  
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A .  W e l l ,  I would say  t h a t  I no doubt  d i d ,  b u t  when 
people  s t a r t e d  d e l e t i n g  o r  add ing  t h i n g s ,  you know, I normal ly  
g o t  on t h e  l i n e  and found o u t  what t h e  problem w a s  and why 
t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  t h e  r e p o r t  r i g h t  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  and t h i n g s  
of  t h i s  n a t u r e .  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  evening  of  
any t a l k  of  69 VC K I A  by a r t i l l e r y ?  Any r e p o r t  of  a whopping 
f i g u r e  of k i l l s  by a r t i l l e r y ?  

A .  I s e e m  t o  remember it a s  I r ead  h e r e ,  b u t  t h i n g s  
have n o t  r e a l l y  f a l l e n  i n t o  p l a c e  a s  f a r  as t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
d a t e  goes ,  a s  t o  what b a s i c a l l y  occur red  on t h a t  d a t e .  
D i f f e r e n t  l i t t l e  p i e c e s ,  you know, f a l l  i n ,  b u t  an o v e r a l l  
p i c t u r e ... 

I ' m  l ook ing  f o r  t h e  l i t t l e  p i e c e s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  
f a r  a s  t h e  o v e r a l l  p i c t u r e ,  t h a t  comes l a t e r .  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  you a r e  aware b u t  I used t o  
t a l k  t o  my f r i e n d s  a t  I11 MAE', t h e  n i g h t  TOC du ty  o f f i c e r s  
up t h e r e .  Now, something o f  t h i s  n a t u r e ,  t h e  reason  t h e s e  
weapons and t h e  number of  k i l l s  come i n t o  view is  t h a t  t h e y  
might have h a r a s s e d  me .  You know, you go o u t  and k i l l  128 
people  and you on ly  come up w i t h  3 weapons, you know, "What 
a r e  you guys do ing  down t h e r e ? "  and t h i s  t y p e  o f  t h i n g .  

91  T h i s  i s  j u s t  t h e  k ind  of  q u e s t i o n  you g e t .  Th i s  
k i n d  o f  q u e s t i o n  g e t s  passed down. I f  y o u ' r e  t h e  f e l l o w  
who has  t o  answer t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  y o u ' r e  going t o  g e t  on 
someone's back i n  t u r n .  This  i s  p r e c i s e l y  what w e ' r e  a f t e r .  
What do you recal l  a s  coming o u t  of  t h a t ?  

A .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  remember anyth ing .  \ 

Q. L e t  m e  show you E x h i b i t  R-6,  which a l s o  b e a r s  
your  s i g n a t u r e ,  t h e  24-hour SITREP. 

Do you remember any th ing  you took t o  t h e  morning 
b r i e f i n g  t h e  nex t  morning on t h e  1 7 t h  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  any-
t h i n g  t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  on t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  1 6 t h  w h i l e  you 
w e r e  on du ty?  

A .  W e l l ,  I went back t o  my w i f e  and p u l l e d  o u t  a 
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l e t t e r  which I had w r i t t e n ,  and t h e  on ly  t h i n g  I could  
r e a l l y  say  of  e i t h e r  t h e  1 6 t h  o r  t h e  1 7 t h  i s  I t h i n k  a 
General  DOLEMAN, l i e u t e n a n t  g e n e r a l ,  a t h r e e - s t a r  g e n e r a l .  
came i n t o  t h e  TOC t h a t  evening.  

9 W e  a r e  very i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s .  W e  had a lmost  
begun t o  t h i n k  t h a t  he  was an imaginary v i s i t o r .  We had 
in fo rma t ion  t h a t  General  DOLEMAN d i d  come a s  you r e p o r t  on 
t h e  1 7 t h  b u t  we've had v a r i o u s  people  t h a t  w e  expec ted  h e  
would s e e  t h a t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h i s .  Th i s  i s  very  i n t e r e s t i n g .  

A. W e l l ,  I normally s e n t  l i t t l e  n o t e s  t o  my wi fe .  
I t h i n k  my l e t t e r  was d a t e d  t h e  1 7 t h  b u t  I i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  General  DOLEMAN had come i n t o  t h e  TOC t h a t  n i g h t  and 
w e  b r i e f e d  him on t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

Q That would b e  t h e  evening  of  t h e  1 7 t h .  Now, 
what can you r e c a l l  of  t h e  morning b r i e f i n g  on t h e  17 th?  

A. W e l l ,  l e t  me f i n i s h  g l a n c i n g  through h e r e  and I 
w i l l  t e l l  you ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  E x h i b i t  R - 6 ) .  

I t h i n k  one t h i n g ,  I g o t  LZ Sue. I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  
t h e  one on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  t h a t  I was t h i n k i n g  o f ,  and I know 
t h i s  may sound a l i t t l e  wei rd ,  b u t  i t ' s  n o t  r e a l l y  f a l l i n g  
i n .  T h e r e ' s  one t h i n g  t h a t  I w a s  c u r i o u s  about .  I d o n ' t  
know how long  o r  i f  t hey  k e p t  them, b u t  w e  had a semi-system 
of f i l i n g  o u r  n o t e  c a r d s  f o r  b r i e f i n g s .  Did t h e y  g e t  t h e s e  a t  
a l l ,  o r  w e r e  t hey  s t i l l  around? 

Q. W e l l ,  q u i t e  f r a n k l y ,  o u r  expe r i ence  i n  f i n d i n g  
o l d e r  f i l e  m a t e r i a l s  a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  was ve ry  d i s a p p o i n t i n g ,  
and I a m  n o t  aware t h a t  w e  d i d  l o c a t e  t h e  b r i e f i n g  n o t e s .  
These w e r e  n o t e  c a r d s ,  3-by-5 c a r d s ?  How d i d  you p repa re  
t h e  n o t e s ?  

A. The day crew used 3-by-5 c a r d s ,  and t h e  
n i g h t  crew used 4-by-6. 

Q And you d i d  have a system f o r  f i l i n g  t h o s e  c a r d s  
f o r  a  p e r i o d ?  

A .  W e l l ,  w e  d id .  I had set mine i n  one p a r t i c u l a r  
s p o t .  Normally, w e  took t h e  day crew's which he lped  us keep 
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up on what t hey  had b r i e f e d  and what I would b r i e f  on t h a t  
morning, and they  knew what I had b r i e f e d  i n  t h e  morning and 
what t hey  were go ing  t o  b r i e f  t h a t  even ing ,  is  what it 
amounted t o .  

Q. Did you u s e  t h e s e  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  SITREP'S? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  Those he lped  m e  and it he lped  us more 
o r  less t o  s t a y  t o g e t h e r .  

Q. I g a t h e r  a t  t h i s  t ime you have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  
o f  your  b r i e f i n g  on  t h e  morning o f  t h e  17 th?  

A. N O ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q What can you t e l l  us about  General  DOLEMAN'S v i s i t ?  
By whom w a s  h e  accompanied? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s ir .  The on ly  reason  t h a t  I 
can t e l l  you t h a t  h e  was t h e r e  i s  because I found it i n  a 
l e t t e r  which I had w r i t t e n  my w i f e ,  a f t e r  w e  looked it up 
f o r  a s p e c i f i c  d a t e .  

Q You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of him coming i n t o  
t h e  TOC o r  anyone t h a t  was w i th  him o r  any th ing  t h a t  occu r red  
du r ing  h i s  v i s i t ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  

Q .  Did your  l e t t e r  t o  your  w i f e  i n d i c a t e  any o f  
t h e  sur rounding  c i rcumstances  of h i s  v i s i t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  o t h e r  t han  t h e  f a c t  I t o 1 2  my w i f e  h e  
came i n ;  we b r i e f e d  him on t h e  s i t u a t i o n ;  and he  l e f t .  

Q W a s  t h e r e  a TOC n i g h t  du ty  o f f i c e r  from t h e  
a v i a t i o n  u n i t  i n  t h e  TOC? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  We d i d  have an a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  who 
was i n  t h e  TOC. 

Q - Do you recal l  who it was who would have t h e  
n i g h t  d u t y  o r  was t h a t  r o t a t e d ?  
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A .  I b e l i e v e  they r o t a t e d  during n i g h t  duty a l i t t l e  . ,  

b i t ,  and I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  p o s i t i v e  when and i f .  I th ink  when 
we g o t  o f f  t h e  ground with Task Force Oregon. For a while  I 
know I had some t e r r i f i c  problems i n  dea l ing  wi th  t h e  a v i a t i o n  
o u t f i t  because they d i d n ' t  have a n i g h t  duty o f f i c e r  i n  some 
cases ,  then  they s t a r t e d  a n i g h t  duty o f f i c e r  an3 he normally 
s t ayed  t h e r e  u n t i l  2400, b u t  I c a n ' t  remember i f  t h i s  was a 
p a r t i c u l a r  ind iv idua l .  I th ink  I seem t o  remember they broke 
sometimes around 2 0 0 0 ,  2100, and c u t  it down t o  one o r  two 
down the re .  They might have r o t a t e d  t h i s  around. I ' m  n o t  
t o o  s u r e .  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of hea r ing  about a 
r e p o r t  t h a t  an a v i a t o r  had brought back t o  Chu Lai about some 
unusual happenings on t h i s  opera t ion ,  Task Force Barker? 

A. Not u n t i l  a f t e r  t h i s  t h i n g  came t o  l i g h t ,  I mean 
by t h a t  from what I read.  

Q- You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of be ing  asked absut 
t h i s  by some of t h e  o t h e r  younger o f f i c e r s  a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  
coming i n  and t a l k i n g  t o  you about i t ?  

A. N O ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q e  You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any d i scuss ion  i n  t h e  
TOC o r  any ques t ions  be ing  r a i s e d  i n  t h e  TOC about a p i i o t  
o r  h i s  crew i n  a  conf ron ta t ion  with American fo rces  on 
the  ground? 

A. No, s i r .  I t r i e d  when t h i s  t h i n g  came about,  
came t o  l i g h t  s o  t o  speak. I t r i e d  t o  go back because I 
f e l t  when th ings  occurred,  they d o n ' t  g e t  f u l l y  repor ted .  
A l o t  of t imes t h e  n igh t  people,  which I c a l l e d  myself ,  
would g e t  a rumbling of what went on and t h i n g s  of t h i s  
na tu re .  

0- This is  what we understand. 

A .  And when t h i s  t h i n g  came up, I t r i e d  t o  go back 
t o  then ,  and it d o e s n ' t  r e a l l y  come t o  mind. 

Q I t ' s  a q u i e t  time i n  t h e  TOC and it gives  you an 
oppor tuni ty  sometimes t o  g e t  a l i t t l e  added information.  

A .  Yes, s i r ,  I would l i k e  t o  add one th ing :  sometimes 
it was a q u i e t  t ime. Sometimes it was very h e c t i c .  
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Q. But t h e r e  a r e  t imes when t h e  a i rwaves  are n o t  q u i t e  
a s  f i l l e d  as they  a r e  d u r i n g  t h e  daytime. I t  may be more 
impor tan t  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  y o u ' r e  g e t t i n g ,  b u t  h o p e f u l l y ,  
n o t  from a s  many p l a c e s ,  

A .  I d o n ' t  know. This  i s  one reason  I p o s s i b l y  d o n ' t  
know. I n  a l o t  of ca ses  where we would c e r t a i n l y  g e t  p re s sed ,  
if you g o t  something going on eve ry  5 o r  1 0  minutes ,  and 
y o u ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  wr i t e - - I 'm  p r e t t y  s u r e  they  had Wheeler-Wallowa 
going on--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  youlr.e j u s t  e x p l a i n i n g  you
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  L e t ' s  g e t  on t o  some o t h e r  
t h i n g s  he re .  Do you have r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  c h a p l a i n ,  any 
of t h e  c h a p l a i n s ,  speak ing  w i t h  you about i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  
shoo t ing  o r  an unusual  even t  down i n  t h e  Task Force Barker  
a r e a ?  

No, s i r ,  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y .  

Q • DO you know who t h e  d i v i s i o n  c h a p l a i n  was a t  t h a t  
t ime? 

A .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  if Chaplain  LEWIS w a s  s t i l l  t h e r e  o r  
no t .  

Q- You d o n ' t  remember Chaplain  LEWIS r a i s i n g  any 
q u e s t i o n  about  t h i s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y .  ' 

Q- Do you remember t h e  DIVARTY chap la in?  

A. No, sir.  

Q e  Chaplain  CRESWELL? 

A.  No. 

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  b e i n g  
conducted by t h e  d i v i s i o n  o r  a t  t h e  11 th  Brigade wi th  r e s p e c t  
t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of Task Force BARKER? 

A.  This  does n o t  s t r i k e  anything.  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  
remember anyth ing  about  t h a t .  

Q- And from what you have t o l d  u s ,  you u s u a l l y  used 
t h e  4-by-6 ca rds  f o r  your  r e p o r t .  Did you a t  t i m e s  use  3-by-5 
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c a r d s ,  o r  was t h i s  a c l e a r  mark between t h e  n i g h t  and day 
s h i f t ?  You always used 4-by-6 and they always used 3-by-5? 

A. I would say I used 4-by-6 un les s  I d i d n ' t  
have any. I go t  forced  i n t o  3-by-5's a few t i m e s  I remember, 
b u t  normally it was 4-by-6. I c a n 9 t  remember e x a c t l y  because 
hen I g o t  t h e r e  and s t a r t e d  working, f o r  a l i t t l e  whi le  

I x e r e  was a d e f i n i t e  l a c k  of  communication between t h e  day 
and t h e  n i g h t  s h i f t  and more o r  l e s s  among us ,  w e  worked 
o u t  t h i s  system of day and n i g h t  and g e t t i n g  b r i e f e d  before-
hand. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you t h e  e x a c t  d a t e  t h a t  t h i s  s t a r t e d ,  
b u t  I do know I was us ing  3-by-5. 

Q* Did you eve r  pass  in format ion  o f  t h i s  s o r t  t o  
Major BEASLEY on 3-by-5 o r  4-by-6 c a r d s ,  where he  would 
want some informat ion  from t h e  TOC and you passed it t o  him 
on a ca rd  wi th  such s t a t u s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember any r e a l  w r i t t e n  communications 
between Major BEASLEY and t h e  TOC, s o  t o  speak,  and I would 
say by t h e  t i m e  I went t o  work, i f  they  wanted t o  know 
something they c a l l e d  m e  o r  I wanted t o  t e l l  them something 
I c a l l e d  them. This  i s  from t h e  h i g h e r  up. 

Q- Did you eve r  b r i e f  any of t h e  a v i a t i o n  u n i t s ;  
l e t ' s  s a y ,  g i v e  them a s p e c i a l  b r i e f i n g  on ope ra t ions  i n  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  a r e a ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I can r e c o l l e c t .  

Q W e  unders tand t h a t  t h e s e  b r i e f i n g s  w e r e  given 
t o  t h e  a v i a t i o n  u n i t s  from t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  t h a t  some of t h e  
duty  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  TOC would g i v e  such b r i e f i n g s .  

A .  I t  seems t o  remind m e  t h a t  maybe Major LOGAN s a i d  
something about going 'down once,  something of t h a t  n a t u r e ,  
b u t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  myself ,  I d o n ' t  remember  going down t o  t h e  
a v i a t i o n  u n i t  a t  a l l  and b r i e f i n g .  

Q - I would l i k e  t o  show you E x h i b i t  R-1  and ask you 
t o  look a t  t h e  f i r s t  two pages of t h a t  e x h i b i t  (handing 
E x h i b i t  R-1  t o  w i t n e s s ) .  Did you eve r  see t h a t  r e p o r t  b e f o r e  
o r  anyth ing  l i k e  i t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q - Did you eve r  h e a r  about such a r e p o r t ?  

(KUECHENMEISTER) 15 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-262 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A .  NO, s i r ,  I d i d  no t .  

Q - You were never  asked any ques t ions  r e l a t i n g  t o  
such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  Turn t o  t h e  t h i r d  page, i f  you w i l l ,  
which i s  a s t a t emen t  of 1 4  A p r i l  1968. I would l i k e  t o  ask 
you t h e  same q u e s t i o n  about t h a t  s t a t emen t ,  i f  you have eve r  
seen  it b e f o r e  o r  eve r  heard  anything about it. 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  t h i s  a t  a l l .  

Q - You never  heard  anything about it. Now, i f  you 
w i l l  look a t  t h e  n e x t  two pages y o u ' l l  s e e  t h a t  i t ' s  some 
VC propaganda, and t h e  f i r s t  page i s  j u s t  a  b i t  of g e n e r a l i t y ,  
and a t  t h e  t o p  of  t h e  second page y o u ' l l  f i n d  it becomes 
a l i t t l e  more s p e c i f i c .  W e  would l i k e  t o  know whether you 
have e v e r  seen  t h a t  o r  s i m i l a r  p i eces  of VC propaganda? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q - Did you eve r  h e a r  of  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  con-
ducted by t h e  ARVN o r  by t h e  GVN, any i n d i c a t i o n  of anyth ing  
unusual t h a t  had happened down i n  Task Force Barker t h a t  was 
a concern t o  t h e  province  o f f i c i a l s  o r  d i s t r i c t  o f f i c i a l s  
of Son Tinh? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  any goss ip  from t h e  personnel  
i n  t h e  TOC o r  o t h e r  e n l i s t e d  men o r  o f f i c e r s  around t h e  base 
a t  Chu Lai t h a t  something a l i t t l e  unusual had gone on down 
i n  Task Force Barker a long about t h e  middle of March? 

A. No, s ir .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  th ink  back,  and it j u s t  
d o e s n ' t  come o u t  a t  a l l .  

Q. What w a s  your r e a c t i o n  when t h e s e  ma t t e r s  f i r s t  
came t o  p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n  i n  t h e  f a l l  of  1969? 

A. Well,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I t r i e d  t o  t h i n k  back t o  
remember--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' m  n o t  ask ing  what you d i d ,  b u t  
what was your r e a c t i o n ?  Were you s u r p r i s e d ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  I was and f o r  two reasons.  I d o n ' t  
know i f  y o u ' r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  aware, b u t  my replacement a t  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  TOC when I l e f t  i n  August was Captain MEDXNA. I 
worked with  him f o r  a t  l e a s t  2 weeks p r i o r  t o  my l e a v i n g  and 
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him assuming my d u t i e s  up t h e r e .  So w e  had s a t  t h e r e  f o r  2 
weeks a t  n i g h t .  During t h i s  pe r iod  it was q u i e t .  I had no 
idea--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  today 
of t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  Task Force Barker d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
you s a t  t h e r e  f o r  2 weeks wi th  war s t o r i e s ,  w i t h  the  company 
commander o u t  of Task Force Barker? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, he never 
mentioned anyth ing  about e i t h e r  My Lai  o r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  down 
t h e r e  o r  anyth ing  of t h a t  n a t u r e .  

Q. Did you eve r  t a l k  wi th  him about  h i s  exper ience  
i n  T.ask F w c e  Barker? 

A.  I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  p o s i t i v e .  I assume t h a t  w e  had 
d i scuss ion  back and for th- -  

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What d i d  you t a l k  about wi th  him? 
F i r s t  you t e l l  m e  t h a t  you g o t  some informat ion  from him 
which made you t h e  more s u r p r i s e d  when t h i s  came o u t .  A t  
l e a s t ,  t h a t ' s  what I g o t  t o  be t h e  g i s t  of what you were 
t e l l i n g  m e .  Why d i d  your conversa t ions  w i t h  Captain 
MEDINA du r ing  t h a t  pe r iod  of  t ime ,  how d i d  they b e a r  
upon your  knowledge wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  Task 
Force Barker?  

A. W e l l ,  r e a l l y  what I meant by t h i s  s t a t emen t  i s  
t h e  s imple f a c t  w e  were t h e r e  f o r  a p e r i o d  t o g e t h e r ,  and 
noth ing  of t h i s  n a t u r e  e v e r  came o u t  o r  w a s  spoken about ,  
a s  f a r  a s  any i n c i d e n t  occur r ing ,  wh i l e  he  was i n  t h a t  a r e a  
t h a t  I remember a t  a l l  o r  wh i l e  he was w i t h  us.  

Q- Did he  eve r  mention t h e r e  had been a complaint  
about anyth ing  he  had done whi l e  he  was-company commander 
of C/1/20 which had been i n v e s t i g a t e d  a t  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  
of t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander? 

A. Not t h a t  I remember a t  a l l .  Th i s  t i m e  frame was 
q u i e t  dur ing  t h i s  pe r iod  when he came i n  and I tu rned  t h e  
d u t i e s  over  t o  him. This  i s  one reason  I say  I was a l i t t l e  
s u r p r i s e d  wi th  t h i s  t h i n g  coming up and the f a c t  he had never 
s a i d  anyth ing  i n  r e l a t i o n  o r  even brought  it up, and I never ,  
as  f a r  a s  I can remember, g o t  a h i n t  of any th ing  going amiss 
down t h e r e  t h a t  comes back t o  l i g h t .  
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COL ARMSTRONG: He" a young o f f i c e r  who has  j u s t  come up from 
combat, a r i f l e  company commander i n  t h e  G3 s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
d i v i s i o n .  He% t a l k i n g  t o  ano the r  young o f f i c e r ,  t h e n  a 
c a p t a i n ,  armor o f f i c e r ,  and he  d i d n ' t  t e l l  you war s t o r i e s ?  

A. He might  have t o l d  m e  something,  but--

Q • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d o n ' t  mean n e c e s s a r i l y  t h a t  h e  
had a s l a u g h t e r  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h i s .  I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about  
t h i s .  He must have been bubbl ing  over  wi th  war s t o r i e s .  I ' v e  
been a young o f f i c e r .  I know doggone w e l l  you guys do  t h i s .  

A.  Yes, s i r ,  I ' m  s u r e  w e  t a l k e d  about something and 
t h i n g s  of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  b u t  t h e n  a g a i n ,  i f  y o u ' l l  pardon m e ,  
I had ano the r  c a p t a i n  was i n  t h e r e  a t  t h e  t ime ,  Cap ta in  CAMPBELL, 
I t h i n k ,  was up t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  and he w a s  o u t  of  t h e  4/3, 
I b e l i e v e ,  and h e  t a l k e d  about  some i n c i d e n t ,  and t h e  on ly  t h i n g  
I p a r t i c u l a r l y  remember him t a l k i n g  about  was s t e p p i n g  on a 1 

"four-deuce" mor t a r  t h a t  d i d n ' t  go o f f ,  on a booby t r a p .  't 
.f 

Q You mean h e  d i d n ' t  t e l l  you about  a l l  t h e  medals Z 
h e  should have g o t t e n  f o r  a l l  h i s  g l o r i o u s  deeds he d i d n ' t  g e t  C': 
recognized  f o r ?  I know you on ly  had 2 weeks t o  go. Did 
General  KOSTER o r  any o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r s  have a h a b i t  of  
d ropping  i n  on t h e  TOC l a te  i n  t h e  evening o r  i n  t h e  evening 
w i t h  t h e  G 3  perhaps .  

A .  I wou ldn ' t  s ay  a t r u e  h a b i t ,  except  d u r i n g  T e t ,  
and i n  t h i s  e a r l y ,  b a s i c a l l y  d u r i n g  January ,  February pe r iod ,  
t h e y  dropped i n  p r e t t y  r e g u l a r l y  and a l s o  c a l l e d  i n  d u r i n g  
t h e  n i g h t .  But o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they  came i n  
t h e r e  very o f t e n .  

Q. You d o n ' t  recall  anyth ing  happening? 

A. No, sir. 

MR MACCRATE: You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  General  KOSTER 
accompanying General  DOLEMAN when h e  v i s i t e d  t h e  TOC t h a t  
evening? 

A. Not as such ,  however, normally when a t h r e e - s t a r  
g e n e r a l  comes around people  s t a y  w i t h  him. I have no real  
r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  o t h e r  t han  r ead ing  t h e  l e t t e r ,  t h a t  t h i s  i n d i -
v i d u a l  was t h e r e .  

MR MACCRATE: W e l l ,  Major KUECHENMEISTER, w e  thank  you f o r  
coming, and i f  from anyth ing  we have r a i s e d  wi th  you today 
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your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s  f u r t h e r  r e f r e s h e d  a s  t o  what  you hea rd  
a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  i f  any th ing  comes t o  you r  mind t h a t  you f e e l  
would be  h e l p f u l  t o  u s ,  w e  would a p p r e c i a t e  it i f  you would 
get i n  touch  w i t h  us .  Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  you would 
l i k e  t o  a d d r e s s  t o  us a t  t h i s  t i m e  o r  any s t a t e m e n t  you would 
l i k e  t o  make f o r  t h e  r eco rd?  

A. No, sir.  

MR MACCRATE: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1830 h o u r s ,  28 January  . 
1970. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: LEWIS, Francis Chaplain (LTC) 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 1 2  January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH i968: America1 Division 
Chaplain, August 1967-August 1968. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

I n i t i a l l y ,  Chaplain LEWIS s t a t e d  t h a t  he v iv id ly  re-
c a l l e d  meeting Captain MEDINA and Lieutenant CALLEY when 
they went through t h e  Americal Divis ion 's  s i x  day 
o r i en ta t ion  a t  the combat cen te r  (pg. 30). However, on 
being informed that t h e  evidence indica ted  t h a t  CALLEY 
add MEDINA never went through the course, LEWIS a l t e r e d  
h i s  pos i t ion .  H e  then s t a t e d  t h a t  he had m e t  them somewhere 
i n  the A 0  (pgs. 33, 34). The witness w a s  f ami l i a r  w i t h  the 
mater ia l  information contained i n  MACV Direct ive 20-4 
(pgs. 45, 46).  

2. DIVISION BRIEFING ON 16 MARCH. 

LEWIS f i r s t  heard of the  My L a i  operat ion a t  t h e  
1 6  March 1968 A m e r i c a 1  Division evening b r i e f i n g  (pgs. 4 ,  
1 8 ) .  I n i t i a l l y ,  the  witness r eca l l ed  t h a t  ~ i e u t e n a n t  Colonel 
ANISTRANSKI, the  G5, murmured under h i s  breath t h a t  1 2 4  
of the  VC K I A  were women and chi ldren (pgs. 4 ,  18). The 
room subsequently buzzed with conversation (pgs. 8, 1 8 ) .  
General KOSTER w a s  p resent ,  but  could not  have heard 
ANISTRANSKI'Scomment (pg. 1 8 ) .  The body count t o  weapons 
r a t i o  also caused buzzing when announced (pg. 50) .  The 
number of .124 women and ch i ld ten  k i l l e d  and th ree  weapons 
captured s tuck i n  LEWIS' mind (pg. 1 8 ) .  L a t e  i n  h i s  
testimony LEWIS s t a t e d  t h a t  ANXSTRANSKI1s comment m y  have 
been made a t  another t i m e  and place (pg. 50) .  However, it 
was common knowledge t h a t  something had gone wrong, i .e. ,  a 
combat mistake (pg. 8) . ' 
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3. CRESWELL'S MEETING WITH LEWIS. 

a. On 17 March Chaplain CRESWELL repor ted  t o  LEWIS 
a conversat ion t h a t  he had had with  a p i l o t ,  Warrant 
Of f i ce r  THOMPSON (pg. 4 ) .  CRESWELL w a s  very upse t .  H e  
f e l t  t h a t  a g r e a t  number of  innocent people had been 
k i l l e d  and t h a t  some of  t h e  t roops  f i r e d  ind i sc r imina t e ly  
(pgs. 7, 23 ) .  The witness  r e c a l l e d  an a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  a 
se rgeant  f i r e d  on c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 42 ) .  However, LEWIS 
denied t h a t  CRESWELL t o l d  him about t h e  shoot ing  of  people 
i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  t h e  evacuat ion of  people from t h e  bunker, 
f l y i n g  t h e  wounded boy o u t ,  and a cap ta in  f i r i n g  a t  a 
woman on t h e  ground (pgs. 23, 24, 42, 43) .  

b. LEWIS a l s o  s a w  THOMPSON one evening very b r i e f l y  
(pg. 43) . H i s  conversat ion with  THOMPSON re in fo rced  t h e  
f e e l i n g  t h a t  something had happened (pg. 4 ) .  Other than 
informing THOMPSON t h a t  there w a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  being 
conducted, t h e  e x t e n t  of  t h e  conversat ion was THOMPSON'S 
a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  innocent people had been k i l l e d  (pg.11). 
LEWIS d i d  no t  t a l k  t o  any of  t h e  o t h e r  p i l o t s  (pg. 17) . 
4 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

a.  Division i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

The f a c t  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was being conducted 
regarding THOMPSON'S a l l e g a t i o n s  w a s  common knowledge among 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  members (pgs. 27, 29) . However, t h e r e  
appeared t o  be an unwarranted qu ie tnes s  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
regarding t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 28) .  CRESWELL continue'd 
t o  query and even needle LEWIS about t h e  r e s u l t s  of  t h e  
purported i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pgs. 5, 31) .  LEWIS continued t o  
make i n q u i r i e s  cf t h e  s t a f f  due t o  CRESWELL's continued 
quest ioning (pg. 31) .  CRESWELL w a s  more incensed over  
THOMPSON'S a l l e g a t i o n s  than LEWIS was (pg. 31) . From h i s  
i n q u i r i e s ,  LEWIS had no reason t o  be l i eve  t h e  r e p o r t  was 
no t  being proper ly  handled (pg. 6 ) .  LEWIS f e l t  t h a t  
embarrassment over  t h e  c i v i l i a n  dea ths  might have been 
the  reason t h e  d i v i s i o n  hierarchy d i d  no t  want t o  d i scus s  
t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  (pg. 37) .  H e  never knew of  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r  being appointed and o rde r s  being c u t  (pgs.  51,52) .  
LEWIS never rece ived  any o f f i c i a l  word from t h e  ch i e f  of  
s t a f f ,  any of  t h e  gene ra l s ,  o r  from o t h e r  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  
as  t o  t h e  outcome of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 16) . 
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b.  Persons knowledgeable o f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

(1) General YOUNG. 

LEWIS thought t h a t  THOMPSON had seen General 
YOUNG and s t a t e d  t h a t  he refused t o  k i l l  women and ch i ld ren  
anymore, and re fused  t o  f l y  again .  The wi tness  w a s  
p o s i t i v e  t h a t  YOUNG was aware of  t h e  shocking a l l e g a t i o n s  
(pg- 1 4 )  

Lieutenant  Colonel BALMER. 

Lieutenant  Colonel BALMER, t h e  G3, was aware 
of t h e  se r iousness  of  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  (pg. 1 4 ) .  LEWIS 
t a lked  with  BALMER a number of  t i m e s  about what a l l eged ly  
occurred (pg. 8 ) .  The i r  f i r s t  conversat ion.was wi th in  
two days of  LEWIS ' meeting with  CRESWELL (pg. 4 )  . BALMER 
emphat ical ly  assured LEWIS t h a t  t h i s  was being thoroughly 
i n v e s t i g a t e d  (pgs.  5 ,  9 ) .  On another  occasion BALMER and 
h i s  replacement, Lieutenant  Colonel BAXLEY, guaranteed 
LEWIS t h a t  t h i s  was being wrapped up (pg. 5) . BALMER knew 
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  t roops  had "gone a 
l i t t l e  wi ld"  (pgs.  10,  23) . BALMER w a s  aware of an 
a l l e g a t i o n  o f  a se rgeant  f i r i n g  a t  women and ch i ld ren  
(pg. 1 4 )  . BALMER was supposed t o  inform t h e  wi tness  of t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ' s  r e s u l t .  It is  poss ib l e  t h a t  on one occasion 
BALMER t o l d  LEWIS t o  keep q u i e t  about the ma t t e r  (pg. 48) .  

Colonel PARSON. 

Ten days subsequent t o  h i s  f i r s t  d i scuss ion  
with  BALMER, LEWIS d iscussed  t h e  matter wi th  t h e  ch i e f  of 
s t a f f ,  Colonel PARSON (pg. 9 ) .  LEWIS waited t h i s  l eng th  
of time because of  BALMER's emphatic assurances  (pg. 9 ) .  
PARSON l ikewise  t o l d  LEWIS t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was under 
way (pgs. 4 ,  5 ,  9)  . A t  a La t e r  t i m e  he quer ied  PARSON again 
a s  t o  t h e  progress  of  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and asked t o  s e e  
General KOSTER about it. PARSON s a i d ,  "Well, i t ' s  being 
i n v e s t i g a t e d  and we're  no t  t o  t a l k  about i t . "  LEWIS descr ibed  
t h e  comment as PARSON "pu t t i ng  him o f f "  on h i s  reques t  t o  
d i scus s  t h e  mat te r  wi th  t h e  CG (pgs.  2 6 ,  48 ) .  LEWIS d i s -
cussed t h e  matter s e v e r a l  t i m e s  wi th  PARSON (pg. 8 ) .  

( 4 ) Lieutenant  Colonel QUALLS . 
The d i v i s i o n  G 1 ,  Lieutenant  Colonel QUALLS, 

a l s o  informed LEWIS t h a t  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  were being 
thoroughly i n v e s t i g a t e d  and whatever occurred would be 
brought t o  l i g h t  (pg. 5 ) .  However, on a subsequent 
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occasion LEWIS asked QUALLS about t h e  f ind ings  of  t h e  
i nves t iga t ion .  QUALLS informed him t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  w a s  no t  
f o r  t h e i r  eyes (pg. 9 ) .  and t h a t  they were no t  t o  d i scus s  it 
(pgs.11, 12,  48 ) .  LEWIS opined t h a t  QUALLS was under o rde r s  
o r  he would n o t  have made such s ta tements  (pg. 2 1 ) .  

(5 )  Lieutenant  Colonel TREXLER. 

Although t h e  wi tness  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  h i s  con-
ve r sa t ion  with t h e  G2, Lieutenant  Colonel TREXLER (pg. 131, 
TREXLER was p re sen t  when BALMER assured him t h a t  t h e  l a r g e  
number of women and ch i ld ren  k i l l e d  a s  a r e s u l t  of  t h e  
opera t ion  would be inves t iga t ed  (pg. 1 9 ) .  

5. REPORTS OF INVESTIGATIONS. 

Sometime around 6 o r  7 A p r i l ,  LEWIS approached 
Lieutenant Colonel BARKER and quest ioned him about t h e  
a l l e g a t i o n s  (pgs. 5 ,  1 0 ,  33, 36, 38, 39) .  BARKER ind i ca t ed  
t h a t  he had i n v e s t i g a t e d  what had occurred on t h e  ground. 
BARKER d i d  no t  d i spu te  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  a l a r g e  number 
of c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  (pg. 36 ) .  BARKER s a i d  he had 
t a lked  with  t h e  people who had been a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  on t h e  
ground inc lud ing  t h e  CO, Captain MEDINA, t h e  pla toon 
l eade r s ,  N C O ' s ,  and lower ranking e n l i s t e d  personnel  
(pgs. 38, 39 ) .  LEWIS assumed t h e r e  had been a f i r e  f i g h t  
i n  which c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d .  H e  admitted t h a t  he f a i l e d  
t o  ask BARKER about t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  were very few 
enemy bodies i n  comparison with t h e  noncombatants repor ted  
k i l l e d  (pg. 39) . BARKER t o l d  LEWIS, "Well, LEWIS, a s  f a r  as 
I ' m  concerned, it w a s  combat. . . . I t  was t r a g i c  t h a t  w e  
k i l l e d  these  women and ch i ld ren ,  b u t  it w a s  i n  a combat 
opera t ion .  This w i l l  be what I r e p o r t  back t o  Colonel 
HENDERSON@# BARKER s t a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  t a l k i n g  with  (pg. 5 ) .  
MEDINA and CALLEY he was s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  
were i n f l i c t e d  i n  an ope ra t iona l  manner. H e  s a i d  they were 
k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ,  gunships,  and ground f i r e .  LEWIS f e l t  
t h a t  BARKER w a s  l e v e l i n g  with  him (pgs. 1 0 ,  2 4 )  . LEWIS 
assumed t h a t  BARKER'S r e p o r t  would be made t o  HENDERSON 
(pg. 25) ., LEWIS never s a w  an o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t  (pg. 1 3 ) .  
He never t a lked  with  HENDERSON about t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg.  30) .  
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b. Reports made by Chaplains. . 

A f t e r  h i s  conversat ion with  CRESWELL, i n  which 
THOMPSON'S complaints  were communicated t o  LEWIS, LEWIS 
r e l a t e d  t h a t  he was looking f o r  i n d i c a t o r s  t o  cor robora te  
THOMPSON'S r e p o r t  (pgs. 3 ,  5 ,  11, 36, 4 1 )  . He quer ied  
Dick SHANNON, t h e  Task Force Barker Ca tho l ic  p r i e s t ,  Harry 
KISSINGER, Chaplain of 1/20, Woody STEMPLE, a c i v i l i a n  
missionary i n  Quang Ngai, and Fa ther  CAREY, t h e  11th  
Brigade Catho l ic  p r i e s t ,  and Chaplain JOHNSTON of  t h e  MACV 
compound i n  Quang Ngai. None of t h e  above men had heard 
any r e p o r t  which would have tended to  cor robora te  THOMPSON'S 
a l l e g a t i o n s  (pgs. 3 ,  5 ,  11, 16 ,  30, 36) . LEWIS also 
maintained close l i a i s o n  with  t h e  ARVN Divis ion Buddhist 
chaplain  i n  Quang Ngai. There w a s  no r e p o r t  from t h a t  ' 

source of  any a t r o c i t i e s  (pg. 15) . 
c.  LEWIS' r e a c t i o n  from t h e  r e p o r t s  o f  BARKER and t h e  

Chaplains. 

LEWIS' impression was t h a t  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  mistake 
had been made and innocent people k i l l e d  as a r e s u l t  
(pg. 15)  . Even though he f e l t  t h a t  he may have been pu t  
o f f  by PARSON and o t h e r  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s ,  BARKER'S f i nd ings  
coupled with  t h e  lack  of r e p o r t s  from h i s  chapla ins  s a t i s f i e d  
LEWIS. THOMPSON'S a l l e g a t i o n s  j u s t  d i d  no t  appear t o  be 
subs t an t i a t ed .  The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had a tremendous 
amount of  confidence i n  BARKER'S i n t e g r i t y  (pgs. 11, 1 2 ,  36, 
4 1 ) .  

6 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. LEWIS w a s  no t  aware of  t h e  awards given t o  
ANDREOTTA, COLBURN, o r  THOMPSON (pg. 24 ) .  

b .  The wi tness  admitted t h a t  he d i d  n o t  fol low 
through with  f u r t h e r  i n q u i r i e s  t o  ANISTRNSKI regarding G5 
sources  o f  informat ion (pg. 29) .  

c .  LEWIS t a l k e d  with  Sergeant  Major ROGERS in.November 
of 1969. ROGERS repor ted  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  s e rgean t  of C/1/20 
d i d  no t  know anything about anything unusual occur r ing  i n  
My Lai (43  . Since t h e  i n c i d e n t  broke i n  t h e  news media, 
LEWIS had t a l k e d  wi th  SHANNON, KISSINGER and CAREY (pgs. 
4 4 ,  45) .  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1000 hours ,  1 2  January 

1970.) 


I0: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG PEERS, 

MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH and MAJ LYNN. 


S i r ,  t he  next  wi tness  i s  Chaplain ranc cis LEWIS. 

(The wi tness ,  Chaplain (LTC) LEWIS was c a l l e d  

a s  a  wi tness ,  was sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows:)  


RCDR: Chaplain LEWIS f o r  t h e  record  w i l l  you p lease  s t a t e  

your f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, branch. of s e r - 

v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion ,  and s t a t i o n ?  


A .  	 Franc i s  Russe l l  LEWIS, Chaplain,  Lieutenant  Colonel,  

~ i l i t a r yOcean Terminal, Bayonne, New Je r sey .  


10: Colonel LEWIS, be fo re  we proceed wi th  any ques t ions  
I s h a l l  inform you concerning c e r t a i n  ma t t e r s .  This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  Sec re ta ry  of  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief 
s f  S t a f f ,  United S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of determining t h e  
f a c t s  and making f ind ings  and recommendations concerning: 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and in-  
' q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  	and t h e  subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  wi th in  
the  chain of command of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  
t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding of in- 

formation by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  fur -  

n i s h  ' information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  


This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  in-  

v e s t i g a t e  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and circumstances concerning what 

happened a t  My ~ a i .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  a t  those  two s p e c i f i c  

purposes which I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  Do you have any ques t ions  

on those  two mat t e r s?  


A .  NO, 	 sir. 

Q. I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  m e  and have reviewed 
p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obta ined  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i -  

g a t i o n s  of t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  inc lud ing  t h e  s ta tement  which 

you had previous ly  made t o  t h e  C I D .  
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Your testimony t h i s  morning w i l l  be taken under 
oa th .  A verbat im t r a n s c r i p t  i s  a l s o  being prepared. A 
t ape  recording is a l s o  being made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbatim 
notes  which a r e  be ing  taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

~ l t h o u g ht h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  testimony, o r  p a r t s  
of it, may a t  a l a t e r  d a t e  become a mat ter  of p u b l i c  know-
ledge. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  myself t h e r e  a r e  two o t h e r  indiv id-
u a l s  here  a t  t h e  t a b l e .  On my l e f t  i s  M r .  MACCRATE, and on 
my r i g h t  is  M r .  WALSH. These two gentlemen a r e  c i v i l i a n  
lawyers who have volunteered t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  a t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  
of the  Sec re ta ry  of the  Army, t o  a s s i s t  me i n  t h i s  inves t iga -
t i o n ,  and a l s o  t o  provide me l e g a l  counsel.  They t o o  may 
address ques t ions  t o  you t h i s  morning. 

A. Right, sir. 

Q You are ordered n o t  t o  d iscuss  your testimony i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc luding  o t h e r  wi tnesses  f o r  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  i n  t h e  performance of o f f i c i a l  
duty o r  a s  you may be requ i red  t o  do s o  be fo re  a  competent 
j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  body. I c i t e  a s  
l e g i s l a t i v e ,  a p o s s i b l e  appearance by yourse l f  be fo re  one 
of t h e  committees, o r  subcommittees of t h e  Congress. I n  
add i t ion ,  you are caut ioned t h a t ,  i f  you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  the 
order  i s sued  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  genera l  cour t -mar t ia l  
case of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley your appearance he re  i n  
no way changes t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  and the  e f f e c t  of t h a t  
o rde r .  Do you have any ques t ions  concerning t h e  i n s t r u c -
t i o n s  which I have provided? 

A.  No, sir. 

Q Colonel LEWIS, what was your duty on 1 6  March 
1968? 

A.  I was t h e  d i v i s i o n  chaplain of t h e  Americal. 

Q And how long had you been t h e  d i v i s i o n  chaplain? 

A. Since August of t h a t  yea r ,  1968. Excuse m e  August 
of 1968, r i g h t .  
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A. Excuse me 1967. Right,  1967. 

Q - And how long d i d  you s t a y  i n  t h a t  capaci ty?  

A. I w a s  t h e r e  u n t i l  August 1968. 

Q You s t ayed  u n t i l  August of 1968? 

A. Right.  

Q Since t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  has  become a mat ter  
of pub l i c  knowledge, which came t o  l i g h t  g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h e  
months of September and October, v i a  newspapers, r a d i o ,  
and t e l e v i s i o n ,  have you had any conversa t ions  w i t h  per-
sonnel  who may have been assoc ia ted  with t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  o r  
o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  of t h e  America1 Divis ion? 

A. Yes, I ' v e  t a l k e d  t o  a few. I ' v e  t a l k e d  t o  some 
of the  chapla ins  t h a t  I had i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  b u t  a s  f a r  as  
t a l k i n g  t o  any of t h e  o t h e r  people on t h e  s t a f f ,  no. J u s t  
chapla ins  t h a t  were i n  my d i v i s i o n ,  t h a t  served  wi th  me. 
I haven ' t  t a l k e d  t o  any of t h e  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  s i n c e  t h i s  
word broke. 

Q. Was t h e r e  anything of subs tance  i n  your conver-
s a t i o n s  you had wi th  t h e  chaplains? 

A. I t a l k e d  wi th  both Father  SHANNON, and Harry 
KISSINGER, who w a s  with t h e  20th B a t t a l i o n  f o r  t h e  whole 
per iod ,  and a l s o  t h e  3 months subsequent t o  t h e  per iod.  
Fa ther  SHANNON, Dick SHANNON, of t h e  198th covered Task 
Force Barker during t h e  time t h a t  i t  was up t h e r e  i n  
t h a t  a rea .  I had t a l k e d  t o  both of them b e f o r e ,  when w e  
were i n  Vietnam, bu t . aga in  they r e i t e r a t e d  no knowledge of 
any i n c i d e n t  such a s  has been repor ted .  This  i s  what 
I wanted t o  r e f r e s h  my memory on because t h i s  i s  what 
w a s  t r u e  when I was t h e r e .  W e  had t a l k e d  about it s i n c e  
it had come o u t ,  when I was t h e  d i v i s i o n  chap la in ,  o r  a t  
l e a s t  t h e r e  was something untoward t h a t  had been repor ted .  
I wanted t o  r e f r e s h  my memory, s o  t h e r e f o r e  I c a l l e d  both 
SHANNON and KISSINGER, and a l s o  one o t h e r  p r i e s t  from 
t h e  11th Brigade, Fa ther  CAREY, b u t  he had no t  covered 
Task Force Barker. 

Q Did you have any conversat ions w i t h  Father  
CRESWELL? 

(LEWIS) 3 APP T-133 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. A t  t h e  t i m e  of  t h i s - -

Q * ( In t epos ing )  No. 

A. I h a v e n ' t  t a l k e d  t o  him s i n c e .  

Q When d i d  you f i r s t  h e a r  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of Task 
Force  Barker  i n t o  the Son My a r e a  on 16 March 1968? 

A. That  n i g h t  t hey  had a b r i e f i n g  on it. I have a copy 
o f  t h e  b r i e f i n g  h e r e ,  o r  t h e  news s h e e t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  p u t s  o u t .  
W e  were t o l d  128 VC were k i l l e d  i n  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  and I h e a r d  
e i t h e r  t h e  G5, I t h i n k  it was Colonel  ANISTRANSKI s a y ,  " H a  h a ,  
t hey  were a l l  women and c h i l d r e n . "  This  was i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  
that n i g h t .  So immediately a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  was o v e r ,  I went 
and s a w  the G3, and he s a i d  y e s ,  t h e r e  w a s  something t h a t  
t hey  were going t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  QJ 
Q Who w a s  t h e  G 3  a t  t h a t  t ime? x2 

-3 

Well,  a c t u a l l y  Dean BALMER w a s  on l e a v e ,  b u t  he 
m 

A. 
w a s  t h e  one t h a t  I t a l k e d  t o  about  t h i s .  I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  who 
w a s  i n  t h e  G3 shop a t  t h e  t ime.  I t  was h i s  deputy.  I t h i n k  
it was Major SAINT, b u t  I could  be  wrong on t h a t .  But 
h e  r e f e r r e d  me t o  B U M E R .  BALMER came back from R&R s h o r t l y ,  
I t h i n k  i n  t h e  n e x t  couple  of  days ,  and he a s s u r e d  m e  t h a t  
t h i s  w a s  going t o  be  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  So t h a t  w a s  my f i r s t  
o f f i c i a l  move t o  f i n d  o u t  what t h e  s t o r y  was. 

Then of  cou r se ,  Chaplain CRESWELL came i n  t o  see 
me t h e  nex t  day,  and r e p o r t e d  t o  me h i s  conve r sa t ion  w i t h  
THOMPSON, t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  and t h e  f a c t  :hat he had 
hea rd  t h a t  n o t  on ly  was t h e r e  women and c h i l d r e n  k i l l e d  b u t  
t h e r e  may be more t o  it t h a n  t h i s .  Again, t h i s  t h e  I went 
t o  Colonel  PARSON, N e l s  PARSON, and he  aga in  a s s u r e d  m e  
t h a t  whatever  t h e  m a t t e r  was, whatever occu r red ,  w a s  go ing  t o  
be  i n v e s t i g a t e d  and t h a t  he would r e p o r t  back t o  m e .  H e  
would l e t  m e  know what occur red .  

P e r i o d i c a l l y  CRESWELL k e p t  need l ing  m e ,  and I 
saw THOMPSON o v e r  i n  t h e  c lub  one n i g h t ,  and he r e i n f o r c e d  
t h i s  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  was something t h a t  happened t h a t  w a s  
wrong. CRESWELL p a r t i c u l a r l y  k e p t  need l ing  me and say ing ,  
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"Well now, what happened a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ? "  So, I would 
go back and s e e  mostly BALMER, and then  it was BAXLEY, 
Colonel BAXLEY t h a t  took over .  Both of them assured me t h a t  
t h i s  was be ing  wrapped up. I a l s o  sac; t h e  G 1  a number of 
t imes.  The G 5  of course was s o  t eed  o f f  t h a t  he went back 
home and g o t  out  of t h e  Army. Kow whether he knew something 
e l s e ,  I d o n ' t  know. My con tac t s  with t h e  s t a f f  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
with the  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  t h e  G 1 ,  and t h e  G3 was t h a t  t h i s  was 
being thoroughly i n v e s t i g a t e d  and t h a t  whatever happened 
would be found ou t .  

I d id  happen t o  s e e  Colonel BARKER be fo re  he 
was k i l l e d ,  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  about 2 o r  3 
weeks a f t e r  t h i s  happened before  he was s h o t  down. I 
h a i l e d  him and t a l k e d  t o  him about it. He s a i d ,  "Well, 
LEWIS, as  f a r  a s  I 'm concerned, it was combat. These 
occurred. I t  was t r a g i c  t h a t  we k i l l e d  t h e s e  women and 
c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  it was i n  a combat opera t ion ."  This i s  
what. he t o l d  me. "This w i l l  be what I r e p o r t  back t o  
Colonel HENDERSON. " With a l l  of t h i s  informat ion  I had 
many times thought t o  t ake  t h e  l i t t l e  Buddhist chapla in  I 
work with and have h i n  foilow through on it. Everybody 
t o l d  me t h i s  i s  what 's  being done. Then my chapla ins  repor ted  
nothing of t h e  na tu re  of what THOMPSON ev iden t ly  repor ted  
t o  CRESWELL of innocent people be ing  s h o t .  So I assumed 
t h a t  i t  was i n  t h e  proper hands, t h a t  t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g  was 
be ing  done, inves t iga t ive-wise .  

Then I t a lked  t o  Woody STEMPLE, a c i v i l i a n  
missionary who l i v e d  i n  Quang Ngai. He and I many times 
were i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y .  I helped him wi th  a l o t  of h i s  
missionary work, and he didn 't have any r e p o r t  from the  people.  
I d o n ' t  know whether he a c t u a l l y  t a l k e d  wiLh anybody Son My 
o r  n o t . '  Nothing from t h a t  source  came ou t .  I t a l k e d  t o  
Chaplain JOHNSON a t  t h e  MACV compound a t  Quang Ngai about 
it, and he had nothing t h a t  came from t h e  province chief  
headquarters .  

With a l l  of t h i s  information I f e l t  assured t h a t  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was proper and it was going forward as  they 
s a i d  it was. This  i s  why I d i d n ' t  pe r sona l ly  make any 
f u r t h e r  over tu res  as  f a r  a s  t ak ing  it upon my shoulders  t o  
s e e  t h e  C I D  o r  I G  o r  anybody e l s e .  I n  f a c t  t h i s  was no t  only 
my f e e l i n g ,  b u t  i n  t a l k i n g  t o  some of t h e  o t h e r  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s ,  
n o t  the genera l  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s ,  t h e  s p e c i a l  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s ,  
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this is  what t h e y  a l s o  c a m e  t o  b e l i e v e ,  a t  l e a s t  t h e  ones 
t h a t  I t a l k e d  t o ,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  surgeon,  t h e  I G .  

Q ,The IG? 

A.  Well t h e  I G  a t  t h e  t ime.  You s e e ,  i n  o t h e r  words 
w e  F e r e  a l l  t o l d  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same th ing .  I n  my conve r sa t ions  
w i t h  t h e  AG, and t h e  I G ,  and t h e  d i v i s i o n  surgeon,  some of  
t h e  res t  they  r e v e a i e d  t o  me about  t h e  same k inds  of informa-
t i o n ,  namely t h a t  it w a s  i n  p rope r  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  hands.  So,  i n  ' 

o t h e r  words,  from t h e  s t a n d  p o i n t  of  t h e  s t a f f  of t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  
I had no reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  w a s n ' t  be ing  p rope r ly  
t a k e n  c a r e  o f .  

RCDR : Excuse m e ,  Chaplain  LEWIS, would you g i v e  m e  t h e  
name of  t h e  c i v i l i a n  miss ionary  again? 

A.  H i s  name was Reverend Woody STEMPLE , S-T-E-M-P-L-E, 
STEMPLE. 
Q Thank you. 

A.  C h r i s t i a n  Miss ionary A l l i a n c e ,  and I t h i n k  h e ' s  
home back now. I t h i n k  he  came back about t h e  same t ime I 
d i d ,  August .of 1968 and then  was on a y e a r  s a b b a t i c a l .  So he 
probably is  i n  Quang Ngai aga in .  He was i n  t h i s  a r e a .  This  
w a s  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  coverage-wise . H e  dJdn 't r e p o r t  he ' d  
hea rd  about something I ' m  s u r e .  

Of cou r se  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  d i d  worry me was t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  I f e l t ,  and I t o l d  e i t h e r  t h e  G 1 ,  o r  Colonel  PARSON that 
t h i s  should  be d i s c u s s e d  i n  some s o r t  of c h i e f  of s t a f f .  meet ing,  
t h a t  we should  g e t  t h i s  a i r e d  o u t .  There was t h e  f a c t ,  and I 
c a n ' t  deny it, t h a t  t h e r e  seemed t o  be an unwarranted q u i e t n e s s  
about  it. I n  o t h e r  words,  you 'd  t a l k  t o  someone they  ' d  s a y ,  
"Now, w e l l ,  w e ' r e  n o t  supposed t o  t a i k  about it, we a r e  n o t  t o  
s ay  anyth ing  about  i t ,  b u t  it is  be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d . "  I 
d i d n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  buy t h i s ,  b u t  I thought  t h e r e  must be good 
reasons  f o r  t h i s ,  a combat s i t u a t i o n .  I f e l t  c o n s t r a i n e d  t o  
ab ide  by t h i s  f e e l i n g ,  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  

10: You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  you had 
t a l k e d  t o  somebody i n  t h e  G3 shop,  could t h a t  have been 
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L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  KELLEY a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. I t  might have been because he  d i d n ' t  go ove r  
and t a k e  over  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  u n t i l  Colonel  BAXLEY became 
t h e  G3. I t  might w e l l  have been. Memory most ly  was 
conve r sa t ions  w i t h  BALMER, and sometimes w i t h  BALMER and 
Colonel  TREXLER, t h e  G2. T h a t ' s  thus most v i v i d  memory I 
have. I f  it w a s  KELLEY, it was j u s t  t h a t  he  would say  
"Take it up w i t h  BALMER, t a k e  it up w i t h  t h e  G 3  when he 
g e t s  back." So it might have been KELLEY, b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  
be  s u r e .  

Q What d i d  Chaplain CRESWELL t e l l  you? 

A. Chaplain CRESWELL t o l d  me t h a t  THOMPSON, t h e  
f l y e r ,  had come t o  him and was very d i s t r e s s e d ,  and t o l d  
him t h a t  women and c h i l d r e n  had been k i l l e d .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
whether  CRESWELL t o l d  me how t h i s  w a s  done, b u t  I 
assumed t h a t  THOMPSON had been e i t h e r  t o l d  o r  w i tnes sed  t h e  
s h o o t i n g  of  women and c h i l d r e n .  I a l s o  assumed t h a t  it w a s  
done by gunship because he  was a f l y e r .  But t h e  impact  
of what CRESWELL t o l d  me was t h a t  he f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  should  
be  i n v e s t i g a t e d  because THOMPSON had pas sed  on t o  him some 
bad news, namely t h a t  women and c h i l d r e n  had been k i l l e d .  

Q - Did he  g i v e  you any o r d e r  of magnitude t h a t  
f i x e d  i n  you mind? 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was he  t a l k i n g  abou t  one o r  two? 
Was he  t a l k i n g  about  1 0  o r  20? Was he  t a l k i n g  about  100? 
What w a s  he  t a l k i n g  about?  

A. W e l l  I hea rd  t h i s  f i g u r e .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether  
I hea rd  it from him o r  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  o r  from where, b u t  
I h e a r d  t h a t  o u t  of t h e  128 t h s t  had been r e p o r t e d ,  124 
were women and c h i l d r e n .  This  i s  what s t u c k  i n  my memory. 

Q. Did t h i s  s t i c k  i n  your  memory because  of t h e  
conve r sa t ion  you had w i t h  t h e  G 5 ,  ANISTRANSKI, t o  the 
e f f e c t  t h a t  a l l  b u t  4 of  them were-- 
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A.  ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  The r e p o r t  I g o t  when t h e  b r i e f i n g  
was going on I h e a r d  t h i s  a s  124 of them were women and 
c h i l d r e n .  I t h i n k  it was 1 2 4  of  them were women and c h i l d r e n .  
I t h i n k  it was Colonel ANISTRANSKI t h a t  made t h a t  s t a t emen t ,  
b u t  I could be wrong. I know I heard  t h a t  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  and 
th i . s  i s  what wor r i ed  m e .  Immediately I went i n  t o  see t h e  G 3 .  

,1 . 

Q Do you remember t h e  con ten t s  of t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I t  w a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  what I have i n  t h i s  l i t t l e  
news s h e e t  t h a t  t hey  g i v e  o u t  i n  d i v i s i o n ,  which I have. 
I kep t  a l l  of t h e s e  and t h i s  i s  r e a l l y  about what they  
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  n i g h t .  This  i s  t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  
and of course ,  t hey  gave us a l i t t l e  more. Some of  t h e  
b r i e f i n g  wouldn ' t  be  on t h a t  because it was secret. They 
gave our  c a s u a l t i e s  and s o  f o r t h ,  b u t  t h i s  is  e s s e n t i a l l y  
what was r e p o r t e d  on t h e  board t h a t  n i g h t .  These w e r e  
d isseminated throughout  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquar t e r s ,  anyway. 
Of course  some of  t h e  b r i e f i n g  would have been s e c r e t  s o  
they  c o u l d n ' t  p u t  it on t h e  s h e e t .  The o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  
s t i r r e d  up a s torm was when t h e  b r i e f e r  d i d  say t h a t  only 
3 weapons had been s e i z e d .  This  caused a l o t  of murmuring 
b u t  anyway it w a s  p r e t t y  w e l l  common knowledge t h a t  
something had gone wrong. But a s  I say t h e  wrong was a 
combat mistake.  I n  o t h e r  words I was s a t i s f i e d  wi th  it 
a t  t h e  t i m e .  Because of  a l l  my con tac t s .  I f e l t  t h a t  
i t  was be ing  p rope r ly  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  

Q Do you remember i n  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  i f  they i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  69 of t h e s e  had been k i l l e d  by t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t he  f i g u r e ,  b u t  I know t h a t  
between t h e  a r t i l l e r y  and t h e  gunships it was a f i g u r e  
around t h a t .  I c o u l d n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  e x a c t  f i g u r e  a t  t h e  
b r i e f i n g .  

Q. A f t e r  you had t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  Chaplain 
CRESWELL you i n d i c a t e d  you went t o  e i t h e r  Colonel BALMER, 
o r  Colonel PARSON3 

A. I went t o  Colonel BALMER a number of t i m e s .  'I 
a l s o  t a l k e d  t o  Colonel PARSON a number of t i m e s .  
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Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  When d i d  you f i r s t  t a l k  t o  Colonel  
PARSON ? 

A. It  w a s  b e f o r e  I t a l k e d  t o  B A X E R ,  and t h a t  was 
about  2 o r  3 weeks a f t e r  t h i s  happened. I would say  w i t h i n  
about  1 0  days ,  because BALMER a s s u r e d  me enough s o  I l e t  
it l a y  f o r  a wh i l e .  Ac tua l ly  it w a s n ' t  an o f f i c i a l  v i s i t .  
I t h i n k  it was more in fo rma l .  I w a s  up on some o t h e r  m a t t e r  
and I j u s t  asked him about  it. Then subsequent  t o  t h a t  t ime ,  
I asked him two o r  t h r e e  t imes .  I t  was most ly  Colonel  
PARSON as I r e c a l l ,  t h a t  p u t  a l i d  on t h i s  as f a r  a s  d i s c u s s i n g  
it. BALMER was w i i l i n g  t o  s i t  down and go over  t h i s ,  a s  much 
as lie knew, and of  course  BARKER d i d  t h e  s a m e  when I t a l k e d  
t o  him. 

Q Now, I ' d  l i k e  t o  go i n t o  a l i t t l e  depth  w i t h  
each o f  t h e s e  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s .  

A. Right .  

Q PARSON, BALMER, and BARKER. Did you t e l l  Colonel  
PARSON t h a t  t h i s  m a t t e r  r e q u i r e d  an i n  dep th  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. W e l i  I d i d  when I t a l k e d  t o  BALMER. 1 t o l d  
BALMER t h a t  I had hea rd  some p r e t t y  bad t h i n g s ,  and he  s a i d  
he had t o o  and t h a t  t h i s  w a s  going t o  be  thoroughly  i n v e s t i -
ga ted .  Now when I t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  PARSON, it w a s  on t h e  
n a t u r e  o f  how i s  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going,  and he  a s su red  m e  
t h a t  it was going.  

Q- What d i d  he t e l i  you a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  You s a i d  you 
d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  him u n t i l  2 o r  3 weeks had e l a p s e d .  

A. Y e s ,  about  t h a t ,  around 2 weeks. H e  t o l d  me 
aga in  it w a s  b e i n g  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  Now, I neve r  d i d  g e t  a 
d e f i n i t i v e  word, b e f o r e  I l e f t  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  from Colonel  
PARSON on t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I n  f a c t ,  BALMER 
had l e f t  and BAXLEY had come i n .  I asked t h e  G 1  about  t h i s  
and he s a i d  t h a t  it w a s  n o t  f o r  o u r  e y e s ,  or words t o  t h i s  
e f f e c t ,  b u t  a g a i n ,  I was a s su red .  Most of my a s su rance ,  and 
t h e  r ea son  I d i d n ' t  go i n t o  it any f u r t h e r  b e f o r e  I l e f t ,  
W a s  from BARKER, who was t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander. H e  
a s su red  m e  what h e  had found o u t  p r e t t y  d e f i n i t i v e l y .  
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Q Now, s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  what d i d  he t e l l  you? 

A.  BARKER s a i d  t h a t  he had t a l k e d  t o  MEDINA, he 
t a l k e d  t o  CALLEY, he t a l k e d  t o  t h o s e  involved ,  and he  was 
s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  it was o p e r a t i o n a l ,  t h a t  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  
occur red  i n  an o p e r a t i o n a l  manner. 

Q- How did  he  d e s c r i b e  an o p e r a t i o n a l  manner? 

A .  Well,  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p rep ,  t h e  g;nships, and the 
ground f o r c e s  f i r i n g .  He s a i d  t hey  d i d n ' t  k i l l  c i v i l i a n s  
b u t  t h i s  was done because they  thought  t h e  VC were ho led  
up, and they  h a d  k i l l e d  some c i v i l i a n s  by ground f i r e .  

Q. Did he i n d i c a t e  how many c i v i l i a n s  he  thought  
w e r e  k i l l e d ?  

A .  H e  d i d n ' t  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t o  me, no. He w a s  s a t i s f i e d  
t h i s  w a s  what had  happened. When he t o l d  me t h i s  be ing  the I 
b a t t a l i o n  commander and knowing him q u i t e  w e l l  because he had .f 

;n
come over  on the advance p a r t y ,  and t r u s t i n g  h i s  judgment PI 
p r e t t y  much, I f e l t  he  was l e v e l i n g  w i t h  m e .  So t h a t  p l u s  
what BALMER and t h e  o t h e r s  s a i d  t h a t  s u r e l y  s a t i s f i e d  m e .  
I f  I had one o t h e r  n o t e  from anybody I t h i n k  t h a t  would have 
changed i t ,  b u t  you s e e  a l l  my impress ions  o f f i c i a l l y  o r  
i n f o r m a l l y  were of t h e  n a t u r e  t h a t  t h i s  was be ing  p r o p e r l y  
handled.  I d i d n ' t  know t h e  C I D  had g o t t e n  i n t o  it. This  
I d i d n ' t  know. 

Q L e t ' s  go back t o  your d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  Colonel  
BALMER. You i n d i c a t e d  you had t a l k e d  t o  him on s e v e r a l  
occas ions .  What d i d  you t a l k  t o  him about  and what were the 
circumstances?  

A.  W e l l  I t o l d  him, I asked him, I s a i d ,  " I  had 
hea rd  c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d .  I had hea rd ,  maybe, 
t h a t  some of t h e  t r o o p s  had gone a l i t t l e  w i l d ,  and done 
t h i n g s  they  ought  n o t  t o  do. " He s a i d ,  "Chaplain ,  t h a t ' s  
what I ' v e  heard.  We're having an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  made, 
and when this i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  over  we '11 know what 
a c t u a l l y  d i d  happen." Now t h i s  w a s  t h e  summation of 
what he r e v e a l e d  t o  me. Not j u s t  once,  b u t  a number 
of t i m e s .  
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A s  I s a y ,  BALmR was the  p r i n c i p a l  one who assured 
m e  of t h i s .  BLAXLEY d i d n ' t  r ea l ly - - I  d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  t a l k  too 
much t o  him about it. Before BALMER l e f t ,  I t a l k e d  t o  
BARKER, and I t a l k e d  t o  Colonel PARSON again a f t e r  t h a t .  
About t h a t  time th ings  began t o  g e t  q u i e t e r .  I n  o t h e r  words 
I t a l k e d  t o  t h e  G 1  and I s a i d ,  "What's t h e  s t o r y  on t h i s  now? 
Has it been f i n a l i z e d ? "  He s a i d ,  "We're n o t  t o  t a l k  about 
it." So t h e r e  d i d  seem t o  be a gradual  c l o s i n g  up of even 
conversat ion about it. But t h e  p r i n c i p a l  reason I d i d n ' t  
th ink  t h a t  t h e r e  was anything untoward was because of my 
assurance by BARKER. This  i s  what I f a l l  back on. I f e l t  
t h a t  he be ing  t h e  t a sk  f o r c e  commander on the s p o t ,  i f  any-
body would know, he would. A l s o ,  I would have my chapla in  
meetings and I t a l k e d  t o  t h e  11th  Brigade chapla ins  who 
were involved,  nothing t h e r e .  Dick SHANNON i s  a r e a l  f i n e  
p r i e s t .  I f  anybody would f i n d  o u t  anything through the  
grapevine,  he would, bu t  n o t  a word. So a l l  of t h e s e  
impressions t h a t  came t o  me were of t h a t  kind. I had no 
o t h e r  reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  such a th ing  as repor ted  by 
these  f o u r  o r  f i v e  fe l lows occurred i n  My Lai .  

Q You i n d i c a t e d  you t a l k e d  wi th  THOMPSON. Was 
t h a t  an o f f i c i a l  t a l k  o r  what? 

A. No. I t  was j u s t  very informal .  CRESWELL 
revealed  t o  me mostly what THOMPSON t o l d  t o  him. I only 
s a w  him i n  pass ing  a t  t h e  c lub  one n i g h t ,  a t  a p a r t y  up 
t h e r e .  I went up and he repeated  e s s e n t i a l l y  j u s t  what 
CmSWELL had t o l d  me. He was d i s g r u n t l e d ,  and he wanted 
t o  know whether the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was going on. I s a i d  j u s t  
t h a t  yes  it was, o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  

Q- Did he ,  d i d  t h e  d i scuss ion  go i n t o  any depth as 
t o  what he had seen? 

A. N o  I d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  THOMPSON i n  depth about t h i s .  
Whatever he revealed  was p r i n c i p a l l y  what I g o t  through 
CRESWELL. He d i d  say t h a t  he f e l t  t h a t  some innocent  
people were k i l l e d .  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  s i t  down wi th  
him and go over  the  whole t h i n g ,  be cause^^ had g o t t e n  most 
of t h i s  informat ion  from him through CRESWELL. I d i d n ' t  f e e l  
t h a t  it was necessary 
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unless  he wanted t o  t a l k  about it. ~ v i d e n t l yhe explored it 
p r e t t y  w e l l  w i t h  CRESWELL s o  t h a t  s a t i s f i e d  me. 

Q. Recognizing t h e  importance and magnitude of t h i s  
a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  was being made, .did you ever  sugges t  t o  
THOMPSON t h a t  h e  pu t  t h i s  down on paper? 

A.  I never  d id .  I d o n ' t  know whether CRESWELL e v e r  
d i d  o r  n o t ,  b u t  it d i d n ' t  occur t o  me. Again, I was wai t ing .  
I f  something had broken from t h e  s t a f f  p o h t  of view i n  
regard t o  t h e  more s e r i o u s  a l l e g a t i o n s ,  then I c e r t a i n l y  would 
have moved heaven and e a r t h  t o  do t h i s .  Since most of t h e  
a l l e g a t i o n s  came t o  me through CRESWELL and d i d  n o t  seem t o  be 
s u b s t a n t i a t e d  i n  my mind, through t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  var ious  
people I d i d  t h e n  I d i d n ' t  f e e l  it necessary t o  t a l k  t o  them. 
I thought t h a t  maybe i n  t h e  excitement he might have heard 
o r  seen  th ings  t h a t  d i d n ' t  occur.  I had fel lows r e p o r t  t o  m e  
t h ings  l i k e  t h a t .  You'd s e e  them i n  a h o s p i t a l  and you'd 
ask a fe l low,  "What happened?" He'd say ,  "All  our  guns w e r e  
wiped out .  A l l  my f r i e n d s  were k i l l e d . "  We'd f i n d  ou t  
t h a t  h i s  was t h e  only gun k i l l e d  i n  h i s  a r t i l l e r y  p o s i t i o n ,  and 
maybe only one or two of h i s  f r i e n d s .  

So I f e l t  t h a t  maybe i n  a combat s i t u a t i o n  THOMPSON, 
being a p a r t  of it, might no t  r e a l l y  have seen  what he had 
repor ted .  Frankly,  t h a t  i s  why you have an o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i -
ga t ion .  I t r u s t e d  t h e  people who were doing t h i s  t o  make t h e  
proper  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on it and r e p o r t .  

Q - You have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you have t a l k e d  t o  t h e  ch ie f  
of s t a f f ,  t h a t  you t a l k e d  t o  Colonel BALMER, and you a l s o  t a lked  
t o  Colonel ANISTRANSKI. You a l s o  a l luded t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you 
d iscussed  t h i s  wi th  t h e  G 1 .  Who was t h e  G 1  a t  t h a t  time? 

A .  Colonel QUALLS, Corbin F. QUALLS, Q-U-A-L-L-S. 
I d i d n ' t  g e t  much s a t i s f a c t i o n  from QUALLS. Everytime I ' d  
b r i n g  it up h e ' d  say ,  "Oh, no, we c a n ' t  t a l k  about t h a t . "  
H e  d i d n ' t  s a t i s f y  me. H e  d i d  say t h a t  it w a s  being i n v e s t i g a t e d -

Q . Who d i d  he say was i n v e s t i g a t i n g ?  Can you r e c a l l ?  

A.  Well, I d i d n ' t  g e t  who it was from him. 

Q Yes. 
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A. But I d i d  know t h a t  BARKER had made t h e  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  because he  t o l d  me i n  t h e  conve r sa t ion  I had w i t h  him 
a t  d i v i s i o n .  I d i d n ' t  o f f i c i a l l y  know who was making it from-
QUALLS o r  from any of t h e  s t a f f .  The on ly  way I g o t  t h a t  was 
when I happened t o  i n t e r c e p t  BARKER one day a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  
I wouldn ' t  have known who o f f i c i a l l y  h a d , b e e n  d e s i g n a t e d ,  b u t  
I was a s s u r e d  it was be ing  p rope r ly  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  That  w a s  
a l l .  But ,  it w a s  no t  QUALLS who s a i d .  H e  was very  s e c r e t i v e  
about  it. 

BALMER wasn ' t .  BALi4ER was w i l l i n g  t o  admit t h a t  
maybe t h e r e  was something h e r e ,  and we ought t o  g e t  it. I 
d o n ' t  know what happened t o  BALMER i n  r e g a r d  t o  conve r sa t ions  
w i t h  t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  o r  o t h e r s ,  because he  d i d n ' t  r e v e a l  
t h i s  t o  m e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  your  conve r sa t ions  w i t h  Colonel  
TREXLER? 

A. No. Mostly it w a s  i n  t h e  p re sence  o f  BALMER. I '  
t h i n k ,  a s  my memory r e c a l l s  he r e p e a t e d  about  t h e  same t h i n g  
t h a t  BALMER d id .  I d o n ' t  have any o t h e r  memory t h a t  he s a i d  
anyth ing  e l s e  o t h e r  t han  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it w a s  b e i n g  i n v e s t i -
ga ted .  

Q - You a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you y o u r s e l f  e i t h e r  
d i s cus sed  o r  mentioned t h i s  m a t t e r  t o  t h e  I G .  

A.  W e l l ,  p u t  it t h i s  way. I d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  go t o  
the I G  on t h i s .  But i n  o u r  d a i l y  i n t e r change  and a t  d i n n e r  
w e  would i n f o r m a l l y  t a l k  about  it. My r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e  
I G ,  and t h e  AG, d i v i s i o n  surgeon ,  and some of  t h e  o t h e r  s p e c i a l  
s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  were about i n ' t h e  same b o a t  as I was i n  r e g a r d  
t o  what had happened. This  i s  my memory of it. They f e l t  
about t h e  same way I d i d  a s  f a r  as an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and they  g o t  
t h e  same k i n d  of r e p o r t  from those  they  t a l k e d  t o  who were 
i n  on t h e  know. 

Then as I look back it, I d o n ' t  know who was i n  on t h e  
know because I never  saw an o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t .  I never  g o t  an 
o f f i c i a l  answer from anybody e x c e p t  t h e  i n f o r m a l  one from BARKER 
and it w a s  s t r i c t l y  i n fo rma l .  I f  I h a d n ' t  g o t t e n  t h a t  i n  t h e  
conve r sa t ion  w i t h  BARKER, I ' d  have gone i n  t o  see General  KOSTER 
b e f o r e  I l e f t  d i v i s i o n .  S i n c e  I d i d  t a l k  t o  him, I d i d n ' t  f e e l  
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it w a s  necessary .  I f e l t  i f  t h e  g e n e r a l  o r  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f  
wanted t o  r e v e a l  it t o  me, i f  it was worth be ing  r e v e a l e d ,  t hen  
they would have done so. This  w a s  my f e e l i n g .  

Q This  w a s  q u i t e  a sweeping a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  THOMPSON 
had given t o  CRESWELL. Did anybody g i v e  THOMPSON t h e  c o u r t e s y  
of  going back and t a l k i n g  t o  him about it and t e l l i n g  him t h a t  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  be ing  conducted? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I g o t  t h e  r e p o r t ,  and I assumed 
i t  was THOMPSON, t h a t  THOMPSON had gone i n  t o  see General  
YOUNG, and I d o n ' t  know whether he had a c t u a l l y  t aken  h i s  
wings and t o l d  him he w a s n ' t  going t o  f l y  aga in .  I d o n ' t  know 
whether t h i s  was THOMPSON, b u t  I hea rd  t h a t  some w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r ,  
and I assumed it was THOMPSON, had done s o .  I f  it was THOMPSON, 
he d i d  have a c o n v e r s a t i o n  wi th  General  YOUNG on t h i s  m a t t e r  
and I ' m  s u r e  he  would have r e p o r t e d  t h e  same t h i n g  he  d i d  t o  
CRESWELL. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether  it was THOMPSON t h a t  d i d  t h i s ,  
b u t  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  General  YOUNG knew t h e  a l l e g a t i o n ,  t h e  
s t r o n g  a l l e g a t i o n .  

Q. How are you s o  s u r e  about  t h a t ?  

A. W e l l  because  some f l y e r  d i d  go i n  t o  s e e  General  
YOUNG and t e l l  him p o i n t e d l y  t h a t  he was n o t  going t o  k i l l  
women and c h i l d r e n  anymore and t h a t  he was n o t  going t o  f l y  
anymore. This  is what I g o t  from CRESWELL. I t h i n k  it w a s  
CRESWELL. I may be  wrong on t h a t ,  b u t  somebody r e p o r t e d  
t o  me t h a t  t h i s  had happened, and I assumed t h a t  it w a s  
THOMPSON. I know t h i s  : I know t h a t  BALMER knew t h e  
s e r i o u s n e s s  of it because i n  o u r  conve r sa t ion  he mentioned 
some of t h e s e  t h i n g s .  

Q - What d id  he  r e a l l y  mention? 

A. I remember one t h i n g .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  
a s e r g e a n t  t h a t  f i r e d  i n t o  women and c h i l d r e n .  I remember 
t h a t .  This  w a s  a n o a l l e g a t i o n ,  s p e c i f i c .  Therefore  h e  s a i d  
t h e r e  was some hanky-panky r e p o r t e d  t o  him and t h a t  it 
was goiny t o  be  i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  t h a t  i f  it was t r u e  t hey  would 
f i n d  o u t  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  what had happened. 

Q - Was t h i s  a p a s s i n g  conve r sa t ion  o r  was t h i s  you 
going ove r  t o  Colone l  BALMER i n  t h e  TOC and t a l k i n g  t o  him 
t h e r e ,  o r  i n  h i s  o f f i c e ?  

A. I t a l k e d  i n  h i s  o f f i c e .  I went i n  t h e  G3 shop,  
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and I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I went i n  TREXLER w a s  t h e r e  
t oo .  Both of them t o g e t h e r  s a i d  t h a t  t h e y ' d  hea rd  some of 
t h e s e  t h i n g s .  I remember t h a t  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  I d i d n ' t  g e t  
t h e  f u l l  impact  of a t r o c i t y ,  b u t  I d i d  g e t  t h e  impact  of 
women and c h i l d r e n  be ing  k i l l e d .  But t h e  s e r g e a n t  f i r i n g  
was one t h i n g  t h a t  I hea rd  t h a t  was more on t h e  n a t u r e  of 
what had l a t e l y  been r e p o r t e d .  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  any th ing  f u r -
t h e r  t h a n  t h a t .  

Q Aside from t h i s  f i g u r e  of  124,  your  d i s c u s s i o n s  
w i t h  CRESWELL, and your d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  THOMPSON d i d  you 
have any k ind  of v i s u a l i z a t i o n  o r  magnitude of what had 
t r a n s p i r e d ?  

A. W e l l ,  from o t h e r  a c t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
had p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  and o t h e r  a t r o c i t i e s  I had s e e n ,  bus ses  
blown up and a l l ,  I had a v i s i o n  maybe an i n t e l l i g e n c e  
mis take  had been made and a l o t  of people  had been k i l l e d .  
The t h i n g  i s  t h a t  I wi tnes sed  some of  t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s  and 
wi th  t h e  f i r e p ~ w e rw e  had,  I assumed t h a t  a l o t  o f  people  
i n  My La i  might have been k i l l e d .  You throw i n  a l l  t h a t  
a r t i l l e r y  and a l l  t hose  gunsh ips ,  and l a n d  a couple  p l a toons  
who f i r e  i n t o  a v i l l a g e  and y o u ' r e  going t o  k i l l  a l o t  of  
people .  The f a c t  t h a t  124 wolnen and c h i l d r e n  had been 
k i l l e d  r e a l l y  shook me up, b u t  I d i d n ' t  have any i d e a  
of any o t h e r  k i n d s  of ways they  had been k i l l e d ,  o t h e r  
t h a n  i n  an o p e r a t i o n a l  combat s i t u a t i o n .  

I a l s o  had a conve r sa t ion  w i t h  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
Buddhis t  c h a p l a i n ,  who was i n  Quang Ngai. W e  had a con-
v e r s a t i o n  one t i m e .  Again, i f  any th ing  l i k e  t h i s  had 
come from t h e  v i l l a g e r s ,  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  s i n c e  he was a 
h i g h l y  r e s p e c t e d  person  i n  t h a t  whole Quang Ngai area 
he c e r t a i n l y  would have r e p o r t e d  t o  m e .  I made a couple  
of cou r t e sy  c a l l s  on him and ha6  lunch w i t h  him down 
t h e r e ,  b u t  no th ing .  I asked him, "Are there any prob-
l e m s ,  any th ing  t h a t  we can do f o r  you?",  and he d idn  't 
r e p o r t  any th ing  a t  t h e  t ime.  So a g a i n ,  as I go back 
i n  my memory, a l l  of t h e s e  seem t o  r e i n f o r c e  what l i t t l e  
I d i d  g e t  o f f i c i a l l y  from d i v i s i o n .  

Q Were you aware of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  was i n  
an area t h a t  was c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  V i e t  Cong? 

A. Oh y e s ,  ye s .  

9. That  as a consequence t h e r e  would be l i t t l e  s o c i a l  
communication? 
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A. Y e s ,  d e f i n i t e l y .  I n  f a c t ,  many t i m e s .  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
covered t h e  CAP u n i t s  i n  t h a t  area. There were two o r  t h r e e  
of  t h e  CAP u n i t s  which were t h e  Marine p l a t o o n s  t h a t  w e r e  
working i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s .  A couple  of  t h o s e ,  two o r  t h r e e ,  
had been wiped o u t  complete ly .  This  was i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  
v i c i n i t y ,  j u s t  a l i t t l e  n o r t h  of t h e  My La i  area, s o  we knew 
t h a t  t h i s  whole a r e a  w a s  i n f e s t e d  w i t h  VC. 

I t ' s  a t r a g i c  k ind  of  a s i t u a t i o n  i n  f i g h t i n g  
a war l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  i f  I had one G I  o r  anybody mention 
some of  t h e s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  have now come o u t  o r  i f  t h i s  
had come o u t  t o  any of  t h e  s e n i o r  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s ,  t h i s  
t h i n g  would have gone much f u r t h e r ,  much deeper  t h a n  it 
w a s .  

But I w a s  nonplussed when I hea rd  t h i s .  I r e a l l y  
was. Immediately,  I r e c a l l e d  my own memory and I went and 
c a l l e d  SHANNON and Harry K I S S I N G E R ,  who was a B a p t i s t  c h a p l a i n ,  
on t h e  s p o t .  H e  s t a y e d  w i t h  t h a t  b a t t a l i o n  u n t i l  June of 
t h a t  y e a r  and had a s e r v i c e  w i t h  CALLEY's p l a t o o n  s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  t h i s  a c t i o n .  I d o n ' t  know how s h ~ r t l y ,maybe 2 o r  3 
days.  H e  knew some o f  t h e  boys pe r sona l ly ,  knew MEDINA q u i t e  
w e l l  and CALLEY. But I d i d n ' t  g e t  a t h i n g  from any of  them. 
I asked them s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  knowing t h a t  t h i s  was under i n -
v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q You never  w e r e  g iven  t h e  r e s u l t s  of any i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  BARKER t o l d  you t h a t  he had 
looked i n t o  i t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I never  s a w  any r e p o r t .  I w a s  
never  t o l d  by any of t h e  s e n i o r  men, t h e  g e n e r a l  s t a f f ,  t h e  
c h i e f ,  o r  any of  t h e  g e n e r a l s  any th ing  of o f f i c i a l  n a t u r e ,  
no. 

Q W e l l  you 've  i n d i c a t e d  t h i s  mornir-g h e r e ,  Colonel  
LEWIS, t h a t  t h i s  t h i n g  seemed t o  be  p r e t t y  much g e n e r a l  know-
ledge  i n  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  I ' l l  be very  hones t  w i t h  you, t h i s  
i s  t h e  f i r s t  i n d i c a t i o n  we've e v e r  had of t h i s .  

A. Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

Q - And w e  have t a l k e d  t o  many of  t h e  people  t h a t  you
mentioned. 

A. Y e s .  

Q Dean BALMER f o r  example. 
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A. Y e s .  

Q- H e  p ro fesses  no knowledge of it. 

A. About t h e  a t r o c i t y ?  

Q O r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  . 

A. O r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

Q. Absolutely.  

A. Well, t h a t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  

Q- And it c e r t a i n l y  d o e s n ' t  s t a n d  o u t  i n  Colonel 
PARSON'S mind. 

A. Y e s .  

Q - He a l l u d e s  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  was s o ~ r ~ e t h i n g  
being done. 

A. Yes. W e l l  no% t h i s  i s  what they  t o l d  me. I 
d o n ' t  know what. Of course t h i s  i s  s p e c u l a t i v e  b u t  they 
assured me t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  would be made and was 
being made. So I c a n ' t  speak f o r  them. I can only say what 
they passed on t o  me. I f  I ' d  had any i d e a  t h a t  t h e r e  wasn ' t  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  I ' d  have gone r i g h t  i n  t o  s e e  General 
KOSTER, b u t  when I was assured  by t h e  c h i e f  and t h e  G3 t h a t  
t h e r e  was going t o  be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  I f e l t  tha t - -

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you t a lked  t o  
Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON, which i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  you, i n  t h e  
course of e v e n t s ,  would v i s i t  t h e  a v i a t i o n  cl&s and s o  
f o r t h .  

Right,  r i g h t .  

Q - Did you t a l k  t o  any of t h e s e  o t h e r  p i l o t s ?  

A.  Never d id .  

Q e  Like M r .  MILLIANS? 

A. Never d id .  

Q - Captain LIVINGSTON? 
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A.  No. 

Q M r .  CULVERHOUSE? 

A. No . 
Q M r .  BAKER, M r .  BROWN? 

A.  No. 

Q. Did t h e  thought  e v e r  occur  t o  you t o  make a check 
o u t  on what Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON had r e p o r t e d ?  

A.  W e l l ,  I was r e l y i n g  on t h e  s t a f f  and t h e  accuracy 
of  what they  would r e p o r t  back t o  m e .  That  was my in fo rma t ion .  
A s  I s a y ,  t h e  conve r sa t ion  t h a t  summed it up f o r  m e  w a s  
BARKER because I d i d n ' t  always g e t  a c o l d  shou lde r ,  b u t  I 
d i d n ' t  g e t  what I f e l t  was a s a t i s f a c t o r y  answer from t h e s e  
people .  Maybe they  d i d n ' t  have t h e  answers t o  g i v e  m e .  

Q Did they  know, f o r  example t h a t  what you were 
t a l k i n g  about  was t h i s  a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  THOMPSON had passed 
on t o  you through CRESWELL? 

A. I assumed s o .  

Q O r  t hey  may i n  f a c t  have been t h i n k i n g  of  t h i s  
r a t i o  of 128 t o  3 ,  o r  something of this n a t u r e ?  

A.  W e l l ,  t h ey  were i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  and t h e  f a c t  
of  t h e  124 women an3  c h i l d r e n  was p r e t t y  much common know-
ledge  because e i t h e r  ANISTRANSKI, I ' m  s u r e  it was ANISTRANSKI, 
b u t  somebody c a l l e d  t h i s  r i g h t  o u t .  I t  w a s  124 women and 
c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

Q I n  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Y e s .  I n  f a c t  we were t a l k i n g  about  it, were 
buzzing about  it, on t h e  way o u t  of t h e  room. 

Q 0 Was General  KOSTER a t  t h a t  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. He was a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  r i g h t .  

Q General  YOUNG? 

A. I 'm s u r e  that:  he was, b u t  I know t h a t  KOSTER was 
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t h e r e .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  about YOUNG, b u t  I assume he  was because 
un les s  he was o u t  on a s p e c i a l  miss ion he was always t h e r e .  
I ' m  s u r e  he was. 

Q. This  124 wonten and c h i l d r e n ,  t h a t  was t h e  t h i n g
t h a t  r e a l l y  s tuck  i n  your mind then?  

A. 124 women and c h i l d r e n  and a l s o  3 weapons. This  
was another  i t e m  t h a t  was buzzed about .  W e  w e r e  s i t t i n g  i n  
t h e  back, I was about i n  t h e  middle row, and somebody s a i d  
"124 women and c h i l d r e n , "  and somebody else s a i d  "Geez, t h e r e  

w e r e  only 3 weapons. " 

Q 1 mean, w a s  it s o r t  of a q u i e t  c o m e n t ,  o r  d i d  
somebody--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  was under t h e  b r e a t h .  

Q- I t  wasn ' t  something then  t h a t  everybody i n  t h e  
room would have known? 

A. No, I 'm  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  I s  d i d n ' t  h e a r  
it. The guy d i d n ' t  s t a n d  up and s a y ,  "124 women and 
ch i ld ren . "  B u t . 1  heard it and a number of us around heard  
it. So immediately a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  w e  buzzed about t h i s  
on t h e  way o u t  and I went down immediately t o  t h e  G 3  shop. 

Then CRESWELL came i n  t h e  n e x t  morning e a r l y ,  
and I went back a s  soon a s  BALMER showed up. I can s e e  
BALMER and TREXLER s i t t i n g  t h e r e ,  and I s a i d ,  "Boy, 1 ' m  
upse t .  What about  t h i s  1 2 4  women and c h i l d r e n  w e  k i l l e d  
down t h e r e ?  What a r e  we going t o  do about t h i s ? "  H e  s a i d ,  
" I t ' s  going t o  be i n v e s t i g a t e d .  " 

I k e p t  t h e  f e e l e r s  o u t  w i th  my chap la ins  and 
t a l k e d  t o  BARKER. I mean I was down i n  Quang Ngai, b u t  I 
d i d n ' t  g e t  any of t h i s  o t h e r  d a t a ,  o t h e r  than  what CRESWELL 
t o l d  m e  of THOMPSON. Therefore  I d i d n ' t  f e e l  cons t r a ined  
t o  go beyond t h i s  f o r  t h e  reasons t h a t  I have s t a t e d .  

MR MACCRATE: I ' v e  been very i n t e r e s t e d  Chaplain LEWIS, i n  
what you've s a i d  about Colonel QuALLS and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he  
was be ing  s e c r e t i v e  about it. He s a i d  n o t  t o  t a l k  about it. 
And then  when a r e p o r t  was r ece ived ,  it was n o t  f o r  "our 
eyes ."  What d i d  you make of a l l  t h i s ?  

A. W e l l ,  i f  my conversa t ions  about t h i s  had only 
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been w i t h  t h e  G 1  I would have been very ,  very alarmed. The 
t h i n g  i s  he w a s  o n l y  one o u t  of  t h e  group t h a t  I g o t  t h e  
impress ion from. The impress ion h e  gave me was more t h a t  
t h i s  w a s  t o  be  f o r g o t t e n .  

Q .Weren ' t  t h e  o t h e r s  be ing  e q u a l l y  s e c r e t i v e ?  
Weren' t  t hey  were t e l l i n g  you no th ing ,  o t h e r  t han  say ing ,  
"Oh y e s ,  i t ' s  be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d , "  and g iv ing  you t h e  
b rush  o f f ?  I t  seems t o  me t h a t  i t ' s  a common s t r a i n .  You 
used t h e  words when you speak of t h e  G 1 ,  b u t  t h e  o t h e r s  
were g i v i n g  you t h e  same s o r t  of  a brush  o f f .  

A. I guess  y o u ' r e  r i g h t ,  I guess y o u ' r e  r i g h t .  I 
was r e l y i n g  on t h e i r  judgment. A s  I s a y ,  I had o t h e r  
sou rces .  These were t h e  on ly  c o n t a c t s  o f f i c i a l l y  about  
t h e  a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t .  I f  t h e s e  were my only  c o n t a c t s  t hen  
I would have gone o t h e r  p l a c e s ,  I ' m  s u r e .  But t h e  f a c t  i s  
wh i l e  I d i d n ' t  have my chap la ins  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  I d i d  
have t h i s  f r i e n d ,  t h i s  miss ionary  who was i n  t h e  Quang 
Ngai area. 

Q With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  miss ionary  i n  t h e  Quang Ngai 
a r e a ,  I g a t h e r  t h a t  M r .  STEMPLE was w i t h  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  
~ i s s i o n a r yA l l i a n c e ,  i s  t h a t  what you i n d i c a t e d ?  

Cor rec t .  

Q Did you a l s o  kncw any of t h e  people  i n  t h e  American 
F r i ends  S e r v i c e  Committee o p e r a t i o n s  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  b u t  I j u s t  met t h e  ones i n  Quang Ngai. I 
know t h e  ones up n o r t h  b e t t e r .  Quang Ngai was our  southern-
most p o i n t ,  b u t  i n  Tam Ky w e  d i d  more work t o g e t h e r .  

Q Did you have any c o n t a c t  w i th  t h e  ones a t  Quang
Ngai? 

A.  J u s t  m e t  them, t h a t ' s  a l l .  But Woody and I had 
been f a i r l y  a c t i v e  because we gave him funds and money, I 
mean s u p p l i e s .  H e  came up q u i t e  r e g u l a r l y .  

Q Did he have d e a l i n g s  w i t h  them, do you know? 

A.  Oh, y e s ,  he m e t  w i t h  them r e g u l a r l y ,  I remember. 
They had meetings t o g e t h e r  and s o c i a l  t i m e s  and I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
what else. 
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Q a  
 Then you a l s o  r e f e r r e d  t o  Chaplain  JOHNSTON? 

A. Y e s ,  h e  was t h e  MACV c h a p l a i n ,  and I d i d n ' t  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  e v e r  t a l k  t o  him about  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  What 

I I r n  s ay ing  is  t h a t  he knew t h a t  a r e a ,  probably b e t t e r  t han  

any o f  us. I f  any th ing  had come from t h e  p rov ince  head- 

q u a r t e r s ,  o r  from t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion ,  he would have 

known. H e  and I were on good t e r m s .  I n  f a c t  he s a t  i n  

on a l l  of o u r  d i v i s i o n  c h a p l a i n  meet ings .  He d i d n ' t  

say any th ing ,  and h i s  name i s  on t h i s  r o s t e r .  P h i l l i p  

C. JOHNSTON, J-O-H-N-S-T-O-N. He was an Ep i scopa l i an .  

H e  w a s  s t a t i o n e d  w i t h  t h e  Advisory Team One i n  Quang Ngai. 


I0: T h a t ' s  n e a r  t h e  Tropo h e l i p a d ?  

A. Y e s ,  r i g h t .  

Q- I f o r g e t  t h e  name of t h e  comp,ound, Cramer 
compound? 

A. Tha t  sounds r i g h t .  I cou ld  b e  wrong. I t  was 
r i g h t  i n  Quang Ngai. 

MR MACCRATE: Now you r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  I G  f e l t  
t h e  same way as you d i d .  Did you e v e r  h e a r  a sugges-Lion 
from him t h a t  he would conduct an i n v e s t i g a t i c n ?  

A. No. When I say  t h e  I G ,  I lump these p r e t t y  
w e l l  t o g e t h e r  because i n  ou r  in formal  co i iversa t ions  I d i d n ' t  
h e a r  from any of them i n c l u d i n g  t h e  surgecn ,  t h e  I G ,  and t h e  
AG, any th ing  more than  I ' d  hea rd  from anybody else. Nor 
d i d  t hey  q u e s t i o n  m e  o r  t a l k  t o  m e  i n  any w a y  o t h e r  t han  
what I have r e v e a l e d  of some of  t h e  o t h e r  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s .  
I t h i n k  one o f  t h e  reasons  w a s  because w e  were  a l l  t o l d  
e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same t h i n g ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  by t h e  G 1 .  W e  
d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  t a l k  about  it very much i n  g e n e r s l  conver-
s a t i o n .  

10:  Why d i d  t h e  G 1  make a s t a t e m e n t  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether he  t o l d  m e  t h i s ,  b u t  I ' m  
s u r e  he was t o i d  e i t h e r  by t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f  o r  by one 
of t h e  g e n e r a l s .  I mean, I d o n ' t  see any o t h e r  reason  why 
he would t e l l  ne t h a t .  He had t o  be  d i r e c t e d ,  you know. 
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  h e ' d  t a k e  it upon h imse l f  t o  t e l l  m e  t h a t .  

MR MACCRATE: I n  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  b r i e f i n g  and t h e  r e f e r e n c e  
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t o  a l l  the f i r epower  t h a t  was used,  d i d  you o r  do you r e m -
ember whether any th ing  was s a i d  about t h e  e x t e n t  of t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n s ?  

A. A t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  i t s e l f ,  no. Of course  subse-
quen t ly  w e .  hea rd  what t h e  p rep  was. I know t h e r e  was 
p r e p a r a t i o n  and t h e n  of course  t h e  gunships .  But I d o n ' t  
know. I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  s ay .  

Q When you say  subsequent ly  we've h e a r d  what it 
was, do you mean newspaper accounts  of t h e  papers?  

A. C o r r e c t ,  and what o t h e r  people  have r e p o r t e d ,  
mainly MEDINA, i n  t h e  papers .  

Q. What w a s  s a i d  a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q- You made r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you accep ted  
a11 t h i s  as b e i n g  q u i t e  r ea sonab le  because of  t h e  f i repower?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- Was t h e r e  any sugges t ion  t h a t  t h e r e  had been a 
very s u b s t a n t i a l  a r t i l l e r y  prep  on t h i s  v i l l a g e  b e f o r e  t h e  
land ing?  

A. W e l l ,  knowing how they  conducted some of  t h e s e  
o p e r a t i o n s  when t h e y  s a i d  t h e r e  was an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  and 
gunships used ,  and having wi tnes sed  soIze of t h i s ,  I j u s t  
assumed i t  w a s  p r e t t y  thorough beFore they  landed t h e  t roops .  
1 ne.<er d i d  q u e s t i o n  how much, o r  t o  what e x t e n t ,  o r  w i th  
a t ime e lement ,  or anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  no. 

Q P r e t t y  thorough? 

P r e t t y  thorough,  r i g h t .  

Q But p r e t t y  thorough upon what,  upon t h e  l and ing  
zone, o r  a l l  o v e r  t h e  sur rounding  t e r r i t o r y ?  

A. Thi s  I c o u l d n ' t  say .  Being an o p e r a t i o n a l  
o r d e r  very seldom d i d  I e v e r  g e t  i n t o  t h e  d e t a i l  o f  how 
they  were going t o  conduct  it. This  p a r t  I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  
say ,  no. 

Q Now w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  the r e p o r t  t o  you,  t h a t  you had 
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on the  morning of t h e  17th from Chaplain CRESWELL, I ' d  l i k e  
you t o  r e a l l y  search  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  a s  t o  what he t o l d  you 
on t h a t  day. How much of the  d e t a i l  t h a t  he gave you. You 
have s t a t e d  you remember a  s e r g e a n t  f i r i n g  on women and c h i l -
dren.  Is t h e r e  anything e l s e  you r e c a l l  from t h a t  conversa-
t i o n ?  

A. A s  I remember, CRESWELL was very upse t .  He s a i d  
t h a t  he f e l t  t h a t  a l o t  of innocent  people had been k i l l e d  i n  
t h e  opera t ion  and t h a t  some of t h e  t roops  had done t h i n g s  
they ought n o t  t o  have done. I d o n ' t  want t o  use t h e  word 
a t r o c i t y  o r  massacre o r  any of these  words, but  t h e  impact 
of what he s a i d ,  p lus  what I had heard a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  was 
enough f o r  me t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  maybe something had gone 
wrong, and maybe some of these  th ings  had been done t h a t  
ought n o t  t o  have been done. 

Q* Well, when d i d  Colonel BALMER say  t o  you t h a t  
he thought our  t roops had gone a l i t t l e  wild? 

A. W e l l ,  n o t  i n  our  informal  conversat ion.  He a l s o  
gave the  impression t h a t  t h i s  i s  what he had heard ,  t h a t  
t h e r e  had been f i r i n g  and s o  f o r t h .  But again t h i s  was 
2 o r  3 days a f t e r  he re turned .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  when he re tu rned ,  
b u t  it was w i t h i n  a  week of t h a t  per iod  t h a t  I had t h i s  con-
v e r s a t i o n  wi th  him, t h a t  he had heard t h e s e  th ings  t h a t  I 
was r e p o r t i n g  t o  him. 

Q Did Chaplain CRESWELL mention t o  you anything 
about t h e  evacuat ion of c i v i l i a n s  by any of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  
from t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a rea?  

A. To the  b e s t  of my memory he d i d n ' t .  

Q Did he say anything about a c h i l d  being taken 
t o  a h o s p i t a l  i n  Quang Ngai? 

I f  he d i d ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. Did you usual ly  a t t e n d  ceremonies a t  which awards 
were presented  t o  members of t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. I d i d  a t  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  and sometimes 
o u t  a t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n s ,  b u t  n o t  always. I t  a l l  depended on 
where I was a t  t h e  time and i f  o t h e r  t h i n g s  were i n  c o n f l i c t .  

Q. Were you aware t h a t  awards were made t o  ANDREOTTA, 

(LEWIS) 23 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-133 



I 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

and COLBURN, two members of M r .  THOMPSON's crew? 

A. No, I wasn ' t ,  no t  a t  t h e  time. 

Q O  Were you aware t h a t  an award was made t o  M r .  
THOMPSON? . 

A. No. When t h e  a v i a t i o n . b a t t a l i o n  would have 
these  ceremonies, sonletimes we would go and sometimes 
we wouldn't .  I f  you d i d n ' t  go, and i f  you d i d n ' t  hea r  from 
the  grspevine what had happened, you wouldn' t know. I j u s t  
didn '  t know. I had read about i t  r e c e n t l y ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  
know t h a t  they had g o t t e n  medals f o r  the  My Lai opera t ion .  

Q What d i d  you understand was t h e  r e s u l t  of t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  was t ak ing  p lace?  

A. I was s a t i s f i e d  before  I l e f t  d i v i s i o n ,  par-
t i c u l a r l y  t a l k i n g  wi th  BARKER, t h a t  t h i s  had been a sad  
t h i n g ,  bu t  it had been done i n  combat opera t ions  through 
a r t i l l e r y ,  gunships,  and ground a c t i o n .  I was s a t i s f i e d  
i n  my own mind about t h i s ,  an6 t h i s  i s  what I passed on 
t o  CRESWELL. But t h i s  i s  how I was s a t i s f i e d  be fo re  I l e f t .  

I d i d n ' t  s e e  any r e p o r t .  I d i d n ' t  g e t  t h i s  
o f f i c i a l l y .  I t  was u n o f f i c i a l l y  t o l d  me by BARKER. Actua l ly ,  
I d o ~ i ' tt h i n k  any of t h e  o the r  s t a f f  o f c i c e r s  s a t i s f i e d  me a t  
a l l  about t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q I n  your s ta tement  t o  t h e  C I D  i n  December you s t a t e d ,  
"I l a t e r  learned  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON had made a ve rba l  re-
p o r t  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  General KOSTER and t h a t  HENDERSON 
had been t o l d  t o  make t h e  r e p o r t  formally i n  w r i t i n g . "  

A. Y e s .  

Q - When d i d  you l e a r n  t h a t ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  l e a r n  t h a t  u n t i l  t h i s  t h i n g  a l l  broke. 

Q . Well when d i d  you learn i t ?  And from whom d id  you
l e a r n  it a f t e r  t h i s  a l l  bruke? 

A. I th ink  t h i s  was repor ted  over t e l e v i s i o n ,  i f  I'm 
not  mistaken. I n  f a c t ,  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. I n  o t h e r  words you ' r e  j u s t  bas ing  it upon p u b l i c  
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r e p o r t .  I t ' s  n o t  anything you ever  learned  from any of the  
p r i n c i p a l s  involved? 

A. Except I knew t h a t  BAIIKEK t o l d  me thaL t h i s  was 
what he was going t o  say. He d i d n ' t  say he was going t o  
w r i t e  t h i s  down, bu t  I ' m  no t  s u r e  he said he was going t o  
o r  had a l ready repor ted  t h i s  t o  HENDERSON. 

Q Well, I ' m  t a l k i n g  now about a ve rba l  r e p o r t  t o  
General KOSTER, and HENDERSON had been t o l d  t o  make t h e  
r e p o r t  formally i n  wr i t ing .  Did Colonel BARKER say any-
t h i n g  &out  t h i s  t o  you? 

A. A l l  he s a i d  was, "Chaplain t h i s  i s  t h e  r e p o r t  
I a m  going t o  make." 

Q. And d i d  he i n d i c a t e  t o  whom he w a s  making the  
r e p o r t ?  

A. W e l l ,  i f  he d i d ,  I ha-;e f o r g o t t e n ,  b u t  I assumed 
it would be Colonel HENDERSON, because t h i s  was h i s  next  
h igher  a u t h o r i t y .  I f  he d i d  say ,  I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n .  So put  
it t h i s  way, I d o n ' t  remember who he s a i d  he was going t o  
g ive  it t o .  He s a i d  t h i s  i s  what I ' m  going t o  say i n  my 
r e p o r t .  

Q. Did you r e g u l a r l y  t ake  your meals a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
mess? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. So you.would s e e  General KOSTER, General YOUNG, 
and General GALLOWAY? 

A. Everyday. 

Q* Everyaay? 

A. Right.  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any conversa t ion  
when t h e  opera t ion  of 1 6  March was d i scussed  i n  your presence 
by o r  wi th  General YOUNG? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t  have any conversa t ions  regarding My 
Lai wi th  any of t h e  genera l s  ,as f a r  a s  my memory i s  concerned. 
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One t ime I remember I was going t o  go i n  and s e e  General  
KOSTER about  it, b u t  I w a s  i n t e r c e p t e d ,  was t o l d  t h a t  t h i s  
was n o t  t o  be  d i s c u s s e d ,  t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was be ing  
made. 

Q ell us about  t h a t  one t ime.  how d i d  t h i s  come 
about?  

A. Well,  I w a s  up t o  see the c h i e f  of s t a f f  on 
ano the r  m a t t e r ,  and I s a i d ,  " I  wonder w h a t ' s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
on My L a i  and I ' d  l i k e  t o  t a l k  t o  General  KOSTER about  i t , "  
o r  words t o  t h i s  e f f e c t .  He s a i d ,  "Well i t ' s  be ing  i n v e s t i -
ga t ed  and w e ' r e  n o t  t o  t a l k  about  i t . "  I n  o t h e r  words, he 
p u t  m e  o f f  i n  s e e i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  on t h i s .  I was s a t i s f i e d  
from what he t o l d  me, s o  I d i d n ' t  go i n .  

Q How w a s  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  r e f e r r e d  t o  a t  t h a t  t ime? 
Was it known as My L a i  o p e r a t i o n  o r  P i n k v i l l e  o p e r a t i o n  o r  
T a s ~Force B a r k e r ' s  o p e r a t i o n ,  o r  Muscatine o p e r a t i o n ?  Which 
of t hese?  

A. I t  was used i n  a nwnber of  ways. Muscatine w a s  
t h e  o v e r a l l  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a .  Task Force Barker  was 
a s s i s t i n g  i n  Muscat ine  w i t h  a s p e c i f i c  miss ion .  But I d o n ' t  
e v e r  r e c a l l  it b e i n g  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  b r i e f i n g s  as be ing  Pink-
v i l l e .  I remember Task Force Barker  and Muscat ine ,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i n  the g e n e r a l ' s  b r i e f i n g s  it be ing  r e f e r r e d  
t o  i n  any o t h e r  way b u t  Muscatine o r  Task Force  Barker .  

Q. When you went t o  communicate t o  Colonel  PARSON 
t h a t  you wanted t o  speak t o  General  KOSTER about  t h i s ,  what 
words would you use  t o  mean t o  him--? 

A.  ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  The i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  
happened a t  My L a i .  

Q Was it d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h a t  t ime? Think c a r e f u l l y
about  t h i s .  I n  t a l k i n g  about  i n  A p r i l  1968 would you r e f e r  
t o  it a s  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  My Lai?  How would you i d e n t i f y  
what you w e r e  t a l k i n g  about  t o  C o l ~ n e lPARSON? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  any of them needed it t o  be  
i d e n t i f i e d .  I mean it was colnmon knowledge what we  were 
t a l k i n g  about .  I n  o t h e r  words something had happened t h e r e  
t h a t  was b e i n g  i n - c e s t i g a t e d ,  because t h i s  i s  what was be ing  
i n v e s t i g a t e d .  So I s a i d ,  "How i s  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  coming 
a long?"  Now I d o n ' t  know whether  I r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c  
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area o r  n o t ,  b u t  he  knew what I was t a l k i n g  about .  This  was 
common unders tanding ,  and he s a i d ,  "That  t h i s  w a s  n o t  t o  be 
t a l k e d  about ,  w e  ' r e  n o t  s a y i n g  anyth ing  about  t h i s .  " Again 
i t ' s  ha rd  t o  p i n  down t h e  words t o  use  because t h e  impress ion 
t h a t  I g o t  from a l l  of  them was t h a t  t h i s  w a s  b e i n g  taken  
c a r e  o f .  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  was anyth ing  unto-
ward o t h e r  t han  what THOMPSON had s a i d  t o  CRESWELL. When 
that w a s n ' t  s u b s t a n t i a t e d ,  even by BARKER, i n  my own mind I 
was s a t i s f i e d .  

Q W e l l ,  what ,do  you mean t h a t  it wasn' t even sub-
s t a n t i a t e d  by BARKER? That  would be  an admiss ion by BARKER 
that  h i s  u n i t  conducted an a t r o c i o u s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A.  I a g r e e ,  b u t  I had enough conf idence  i n  h i s  
i n t e g r i t y .  For  example, he was t h e r e  f o r  about  a month be-
f o r e  t h e  1 1 t h  came over .  I s a w  him everyday,  and he came 
t o  chape l ,  which was unusual .  I g o t  t o  know him and had 
encugh conf idence  i n  h i s  i n t e g r i t y  t h a t  I f e l t  t h a t  what 
he  had t o l d  m e  was v a l i d  because no o t h e r  informa.t ion 
f i l t e r e d  t o  m e  t h a t  would g i v e  me t h e  impress ion  of what 
now seems t o  be  t h e  ev idence .  

Q. I t  seems t o  m e  t h a t  a g r e a t  d e a l  had f i l t e r e d  
t o  you when you hea rd  t h e  r e a c t i o n  of  people  a t  c l iv is ion 
headqua r t e r s  and t h e  k ind  of comment--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  w e  had a n c t h e r  one up 
n o r t h  t h a t  happened a b o ~ tt h e  same t i m e .  W e  d i d  b r i n y  
t o  t r i a l  t h e s e  peop le ,  and t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o t  something 
l i k e  30 t o  40 y e a r s  f o r  murder. Even t h a t  w a s  f a i r l y  
w e l l  hushed up, s o  I f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  sound reasons  
f o r  t h i s  n o t  b e i n g  rou ted  about  t h e  area. 

Q But you d i d  h e a r  Colonel  ANISTRANSKI s a y
1 2 4  women and c h i l d r e n ?  Now t h a t  w a s n ' t  any th ing  t h a t  came 
from M r .  THOMPSON? 

A.  Right .  

Q And what was be ing  s a i d  by your  f e l l ow o f f i c e r s  
a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  m e s s  seems t o  m e  t o  be f a r  away from any-
t h i n g  t h a t  M r .  THCMPSON w a s  b r i n g i n g  i n .  

A. W e l i ,  maybe I ' m  n a i v e ,  and maybe t h e r e  was a 
coverup,  b u t  i f  so,  t hen  it r e a l l y  was a good one because 
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r epor ted  t o  me except  when I t a l k e d  t o  BARKER. T h i s  r e a l l y  
w a s  t h e  colonel  around which I s o r t  of judged everyth ing  e l s e .  
I f  I had n o t  had t h a t  conversa t ion ,  I ' m  s u r e  I would have 
asked t o  s e e  an o f f i c i a !  r e p o r t .  

Q* A t  one p o i n t  you s a i d  t h z t  t h e  65 was t e e d  o f f ?  

A. H e  was t e e d  b f f  about a l o t  of t h i n g s ,  b u t  whether 
or n o t  t h i s  was t h e  culminating t e e i n g  o f f  I ' m  n o t  su re .  Short-
l y  a f t e r  t h i s  he went back t o  t h e  S t a t e s  and g o t  out  of t h e  
sezvice .  H e  was a Regular Army o f f i c e r .  The main reason he 
was t e e d  o f f  was because f i r s t  of a l l ,  h i s  G 5  shop was n o t  
being given t h e  suppor t  it should be and secondly,  he was a 
very s t r a i g h t  fe l low and he would s e e  h i s  r i c e  being peddled 
i n  t h e  b lack  market and t h a t  s o r t  of t h i n g .  I t  was a cul-
mination of th ings  t h a t  teed  him o f f .  I never d i d  a c t u a l l y  
ask him s p e c i f i c a l l y  whether t h i s  en te red  i n t o  it, b u t  I 
assume it might have, p a r t  of it. He t o l d  me he was going 
t o  l eave  t h e  s e r v i c e .  He was fed  up--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Af te r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  on 1 6  March, d id  
you a t  any time t h e r e a f t e r  t a l k  wi th  t h e  G5 about t h i s ?  

A. Not formal ly ,  n o t  i n  any o f f i c i a l  way. 

Q. He had some sources  ou t  i n  t h e  co~mnunity? 

I know he d id .  I ' m  s u r e  we d i d  informal ly .  I ' mA. 
t r y i n g  t o  jog my memory on t h i s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l  
anything s p e c i f i c  coming from t h e  G5 shop o r  i f  I d id  make 
any s p e c i f i c  i n q u i r i e s .  I f e l t  t h a t  i n  our  informal  conver-
s a t i o n s  Gus was t h e  kind of a guy t h a t  i f  something had come 
up, he 'd  g e n e r a l l y  t e l l  me. I f  from h i s  sources  t h e r e  had 
been something, I ' m  s u r e  he would have passed it on t o  me, 
b u t  he d i d n ' t .  So t h e r e  wasn ' t  any s p e c i f i c  reason f o r  me 
t o  go i n  t o  s e e  him on t h i s  ma t t e r  un less  I had g o t t e n  o t h e r  
i n f o m a t i o n  from him o r  from o t h e r  sources .  No, I d i d n ' t  
r e a l l y  fol low through wi th  t h e  G 5  on t h e  m a t t e r ,  pa r t i cu -
l a r l y  when I s a t i s f i e d  myself t h a t  it was p r i m a r i l y  a cox-1-
b a t  opera t ion  t h a t  these  people were k i l l e d  i n .  That 
seemed t o  s a t i s f y  me enough. 

Q What d i d  you know a t  t h a t  t ime about t h e  Geneva 
Conventions and t h e  o b l i g a t i o n s  under them? Had you ever  
been i n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h i s ?  

A. Oh yes ,  d e f i n i t e l y ,  r i g h t .  I n  f a c t  i n  my or ien-
t a t i o n  with t h e  t roops  I usua l ly  d i d  t h a t  mvsel f ,  o r  my 
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deputy.  I. would g o  down t o  t h e  Combat Center .  T h a t ' s  where 
I rememher seei'ng CALLEY once,  and I saw MEDINA a number of  
t i m e s .  They were u s u a l l y  i n  a t t endance  i n  t h a t  o r i e n t a t i o n .  
Of course  t h e  l e g a l  people  w e r e  t h e  ones t h a t  h i t  t h i s  ha rd ,  
b u t  I would u s u a l l y  s ay  something t o  t h i s  e f f e c t ,  t oo .  

c! Did you know L ieu tenan t  LACROSS? 

A. LACROSS? No, n o t  by name. 

Q How do  you happen t o  r e c a l l  L i eu t enan t  CALLEY? 

A. When the 1 1 t h  Brigade came i n ,  we had a 6-day 
o r i e n t a t i o n  th rough  t h e  combat c e n t e r .  When M E D I N A 1 s  com-
pany came through  b o t h  MEDINA and CALLEY were i n  t h e  o r i e n -
t a t i o n  s e s s i o n .  Now I d i d n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t a l k  t o  CALLEY 
o r  MEDINA, b u t  I r e c a l l  them be ing  p r e s e n t  a t  t h a t  6-day 
o r i e n t a t i o n .  Tha t  was a c t u a l l y  my on ly  p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t  
w i t h  them. I s a w  MEDINA once o r  twice  down i n  t h e  Duc 
Pho a r e a ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  meeting CALLEY e v e r  aga in  
excep t  t h a t  once o r  t w i c e  down a t  t h e  combat c e n t e r .  

Q Did you have any p e r s o n a l  aqua in tance  w i t h  Colonel  
HENDERSON? 

A. Y e s ,  I knew Colonel  HENDERSON q u i t e  w e l l ,  r i g h t .  

Q Did you e v e r  t a l k  t o  him about  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A.  Never d i d ,  never  d i d .  Again maybe I should  have,  
b u t  t h e  l l t h  Brigade had t h e i r  own chap la ins .  I asked them 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  about  whether  t h e y  heard  anyth ing  from Colonel  
HENDERSON o r  BARKER and they  s a i d  no. One of t h e  t h i n g s  
about  t h e  c h a p l a i n s  s i t u a t i o n  i s  t h a t  w e  have acces s  t o  
c e r t a i n  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  w e  c a n ' t  r e v e a l ,  you s e e .  SHANNON 
s a i d ,  " I  c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you i f  anybody d i d  come t o  con fes s ion  
and r e v e a l  any th ing ,  b u t  I could t e l l  you i f  I hea rd  any-
t h i n g . "  You see even i n  con fes s ions  t h e r e  was no th ing  
r e p o r t e d  t o  him. KISSINGER s a i d  t h e  same t h i n g .  Sometimes 
I would r e l y  on them b e f o r e  I would r e l y  on s t a f f  informa-
t i o n  because many t i m e s  you 'd  g e t  a snow job. But you 
woii ldn' t  g e t  a snow job from a c h a p l a i n  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  
This  i s  why perhaps  I was wrong i n  n o t  exp lo r ing  t h i s  more 
f u l l y  a t  t h e  s t a f f  le.7el. Maybe I was d e l i n q u e n t .  

Q You say  you knew Colonel  HENDERSON q u i t e  w e l l .  
What k ind  of expe r i ence  had-you had wi th  him? 
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A. W e l l  he  was on t h e  advance p a r t y  th .a t  came o v e r ,  
and they  s t a y e d  a t  d i v i s i o n  f o r  a number of weeks. I g o t  
t o  know him there, and of cou r se  I would v i s i t  Duc Pho p e r i -
o d i c a l l y  and have lunch and c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  him. So I 
knew him probably a s  we'l a s  any of t h e  b r i g a d e  commanders 
t h a t  we had. I b u i l t  up most of t h a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  when he 
w a s  on t h e  advance p a r t y .  H e  came over  p r i o r  t o  t h e  main 
body of the l l t h  Brigade and I g o t  t o  know him q u i t e  w e l l  
then .  

Q. Did you a t t e n d  t h e  change of  command ceremonies 
when he assumed command of t h e  l l t h  Brigade? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  I t h i n k  I might have been on R&R 
then .  

Q- W e l l  a c t u a l l y  it was on 1 5  March, t h e  day b e f o r e  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  

A. Was it t h e  15 th?  Well ,  I must have had some-
t h i n g  e l s e  on. Genera l ly  I d i d ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know what t h e  
c o n f l i c t  was because I d i d n ' t  go. 

I0 : You have i n d i c a t e d ,  Colonel  LEWIS, t h a t  t h e  t h i n g  
t h a t  r e a l l y  prompted you t o  con t inue  your  a c t i o n  was Chaplain 
CRESWELL? 

A. Y e s ,  he  was need l ing .  H e  r e a l l y  d i d  need le  m e ,  
p r o p e r l y  s o  from where he  s tood .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  
f u l l y  explored  and s o  he came t o  m e  n a t u r a l l y ,  be ing  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  chap la in .  Sometimes I gave ve ry  l i t t l e  t o  s a t i s f y  
him because I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  he was much more incensed  over  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  than  I was. I n  f a c t  I know he  w a s .  I d o n ' t  know 
what k ind  of  conve r sa t ions  he  had w i t h  THOMPSON o t h e r  t h a n  
what he r e f e r r e d  t o  m e .  

Q- W e l l ,  you were h i s  l i n k  w i t h  t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f .  

A. Exac t ly  r i g h t .  

Q And t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander? 

A. C o r r e c t .  

Q- H e  had t o  r e l y  upon you u n l e s s  h e  wanted t o  t a k e  
it i n  h i s  own hands. 

A. C o r r e c t ,  r i g h t .  
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Q You i n d i c a t e d  i n  your tes t imony t h a t  you knew 
t h a t  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON had r e p o r t e d  t o  General  YOUNG. 
How d i d  you g e t  t h i s  in format ion?  

A. Th is  i s  an assumption.  I t r i e d  t o  remember 
something t h a t  CRESWELL t o l d  me t h a t  some war ran t  o f f i c e r  
threw h i s  wings down, I t h i n k  it was. I could be wrong on 
t h a t .  I d i d  g e t  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  I know, I remember t h i s ,  
t h a t  somebody had done t h i s .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  anybody else 
say ing  t h i s .  I t h i n k  it w a s  CRESWELL t h a t  t o l d  m e .  I could  
be wrong on t h a t .  I know I hea rd  t h i s  from some sou rce  i n  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  area which would i n c l u d e  t h e  a r t i l l e r y ,  b u t  I 
wouldn ' t  want t o  swear t o  it t h a t  it was CRESWELL. But I 
know t h a t  someone t o l d  me t h a t  a f l y e r  had gone i n t o  General  
YOUNG'S o f f i c e ,  and threw h i s  wings down and s a i d  he w a s n ' t  
going t o  f l y  anymore t o  k i l l  wa~Tienand c h i l d r e n .  The sou rce  
of  t h a t  I ' m  n o t  a b s o l u t e l y  s u r e .  

Q - To o u r  knowledge Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON never  
spoke t o  General  YOUNG. 

A. Wel l ,  t hen  it probably wasn ' t .  Of cou r se  it 
c o u l d n t t  have been THOMPSON. 

Q Thi s  i s  n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t  h i s  r e p o r t  was n o t  de-
l i v e r e d  t o  Genera l  YOUNG. 

A. Y e s .  

Q - But he h i m s e l f ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  t h a t  w e  have been 
a b l e  t o  uncover ,  ha s  never  t a l k e d  t o  General  YOUNG. 

A. W e l l  I d o n ' t  know t h e  name. I never  g o t  t h e  
name, I j u s t  assumed t h i s  l a t e r  on. I d o n ' t  know who it 
was, and maybe t h e  s t o r y  i s  n o t  t r u e .  But t h i s  i s  what I 
heard .  

Q Y e s .  You might a l s o  be  p u t t i n g  two s t o r i e s  t o -
g e t h e r  because t h e r e  i s  ano the r  i n s t a n c e  where THOMPSON is  
r e p o r t e d  t o  have made such a s t a t e m e n t  w i t h i n  a group of 
f l y e r s .  

A.  I see. 

Q - Thi s  i s  v a s t l y  d i f f e r e n t  than--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  I g o t  it second hand. I 
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r e a l l y  c a n l ' t  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e  story.. T h i s  is what came t o  
m e ,  and t h i s  i s  a l l  1.know. 

Q. When d i d  you t a l k  t o  Colonel  BARKER? This  in -
c i d e n t  took p l a c e  on 16 March. 

A .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  remember. I t  was j u s t  c a s u a l l y .  
H e  w a s  up a t  d i v i s i o n  on some b u s i n e s s  and I saw him coming 
o u t  of  o p e r a t i o n s  c e n t e r .  We walked down t o  the pad. I 
t h i n k  it w a s  around 6 o r  7 A p r i l .  A s  I s a i d  it was around 
i n  t h a t  p e r i o d ,  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of A p r i l ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  
say  an e x a c t  d a t e  on t h a t .  

Q. To your  knowledge w a s  Task Force  Barker  s t i l l  
i n  e x i s t e n c e ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was s t i l l  i n  o p e r a t i o n ,  yes .  I t h i n k  
it was s t i l l .  I d o n ' t  know when it broke up a c t u a l l y .  

Q W e l l ,  i t t s  a m a t t e r  of r e c o r d  t h a t  Task Force 
Barker  was d i s e s t a b l i s h e d  on 9 A p r i l .  My q u e s t i o n  i s  then :  
could t h i s  have been some t i m e  i n  May t h a t  you t a l k e d  t o  
BARKER? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was. I t h i n k  it was t h e  
f i r s t  p a r t  of  A p r i l ,  because it was such an in formal  t h ing .  
H e  w a s  up i n  d i v i s i o n ,  and he was coming o u t  of o p e r a t i o n s  
c e n t e r .  I remember walking down t h e  road w i t h  him. He was 
go ing  t o  t h e  pad and it was i n  conve r sa t ion  w i t h  him on t h e  
way down. The d a t e  j u s t  e scapes  me because I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  
remember i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  o t h e r  e v e n t s .  But o t h e r  even t s  were 
more r o u t i n e  s o  I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  g i v e  you a d a t e  on t h a t ,  
b u t  I remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  a sk ing  him about  t h i s ,  and t h i s  
i s  what he  r e p o r t e d  t o  m e .  

Q You i n d i c a t e d  q u i t e  v i v i d l y  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of 
MEDINA and CALLEY i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  c e n t e r .  

A.  W e l l ,  now, I remember them. My memory was jogged 
on who they  w e r e ,  b u t  I ' v e  seen  subsequent  p i c t u r e s .  I 
remember CALLEY was a l i t t l e  guy, and I s a w  h i s  p i c t u r e  aga in  
and s a i d ,  " I  remember him from t h e  combat c e n t e r . "  MEDINA I 
had seen  n o t  on ly  t h e r e  b u t  a l s o  a t  Duc Pho, down i n  t h e  
120th  a r e a ,  never  t o  t a l k  t o  b u t  j u s t  a s  a company commander 
and s o  f o r t h .  I never  r e a l l y  had any p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t  w i t h  
them i n  conve r sa t ion  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  I j u s t  remember 
t h e i r  f a c e s .  
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Q- It i s  my understanding t h a t  when t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade 
came i n  country,  and C/1/20 was t h e  l ead  element t o  come 
i n  country,  th.ey d i d  no t  go t o  the  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  cen te r .  
Their  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  was provided by t h e  3d Brigade, 4 t h  In-
f a n t r y  Divis ion a t  Duc Pho. 

A. W e l l ,  as f a r  a s  I r e c a l l  they ran  everybody 
through a t  t h e  combat c e n t e r .  

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Could you have been down t h e r e  wi th  
the  9 th?  

A. I knew MEDINA, and it could have been t h a t  I saw 
CALLEY i n  Duc Pho, b u t  it seems t o  ne a s  I r e c a l l  it wasn ' t  
i n  any conversa t ion  wi th  h i m ,  e i t h e r  he o r  MEDINA b u t  was j u s t  
i n  passing.  I could be mistaken. 

Q - I understand--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Because I saw t h a t  p i c t u r e  again.  I 
know I saw him somewhere. Now maybe it wasn ' t  t h e  combat c e n t e r ,  
b u t  I know I ' d  seen  him, maybe i n  Duc Pho. I could be wrong. 

Q- Well, as I would understand it t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander 
made it a p r a c t i c e  himself of t ak ing  along the  s t a f f  judge ad-
vocate and t a l k i n g  t o  a l l  t h e  t roops  when they a r r i v e d .  He gave 
t h e  i n i t i a l  p a r t  of t h e i r  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  t o  welcome them t o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  and a l s o  t o  g ive  t h e  s t a f f  judge advocate an opportuni ty 
t o  acquain t  them w i t h  t h e  requirements under t h e  r u l e s  of land 
warfare  and under NACV regu la t ions .  

A. I always followed t h e  judge advocate.  He would be 
f i r s t  and I would fol low,  r i g h t .  

Q Now, coming back t o  t h i s  d i v i s i o n  headquarters  and 
t h i s  i s  a ma t t e r  of opinion I would say ,  o r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  
Could you i n  f a c t  be m i s i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h i s  f e e l i n g  of i n d i f f e r -
ence and t h i s  hush-hush a t t i t u d e  a t  d i v i s i o n  f o r  a lack  of 
information on t h e i r  p a r t ?  

A. Oh, y e s ,  s u r e l y .  A l l  I know is t h e  impressions 
t h a t  were given t o  me. That could be t h e  reason. Maybe 
they were i n  t h e  dark too.  

Q • Did t h e  thought ever  occur t o  you t h a t  t h e  r e a l  
people t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  these  th ings  a r e  the  i n s p e c t o r  genera l ,  
and t h e  s t a f f  judge advocate? Cer ta in ly  when you address  
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something t o  t h e  command, t h i s  i s  one of t h e  p laces  t h a t  the  
d i v i s i o n  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i s  supposed t o  be focused. I t ' s  
t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  a s s ign  it t o  t h e  appropr ia t e  s t a f f  
s e c t i o n .  Even s o ,  it would appear t o  me t h a t  t h e  appropr ia te  
p lace  t o  check on how an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was being conducted 
would be wi th  t h e  inspec to r  genera l  o r  t h e  s t a f f  judge ad-
vocate .  

A. W e l l ,  s i n c e  t h i s  was an o p e r a t i o n a l  combat 
s i t u a t i o n  I assumed t h a t  it would be handled through the  G 3  
shop, o r  a t  l e a s t  I would be ab le  t o  f i n d  o u t  from them 
more than anybody e l s e  what r e a l l y  happened s i n c e  it was 
from t h e r e  they knew t h e  opera t ion  and they had handled 
it d i r e c t  and so  f o r t h .  This i s  why I went t o  t h e  G3 more 
than anybody e l s e .  

I0 : I have here  an America1 Newssheet da ted  March 
17 th ,  1968. I ' d  l i k e  t o  have t h i s  en te red  i n t o  t h e  record 
a s  an o f f i c i a l  e x h i b i t .  

RCDR : America1 Newssheet Volume 1, Number 332, dated 
1 7  March 1968 i s  en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  and w i l l  be marked 
a s  Exh ib i t  M-23. 

MR WALSH: Colonel,  when you had your d i s c u s s i o n  with Colonel 
BARKER, I t ake  it t h a t  he conceded t h a t  a l azge  number of c i -
v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  on 1 6  March, and he a t t r i b u t e d  it t o  
opera t iona l  e r r o r s ,  a r t i l l e r y ,  gunships,  and t roops  on t h e  
ground. 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, I wouldn ' t  use t h e  word 
e r r o r s .  I would say t h a t  he a t t r i b u t e d  it t o  o n e r a t i o n a l  
procedures,  t h e  a r t i l l e r y ,  gunships,  and ground a c t i o n .  But 
I understand t h a t  t h e  company o r  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  thought t h e  
VC were holed up i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  But anyway I know he 
d i d n ' t  use t h e  word e r r o r .  H e  used t h e  word combat opera- 
t i o n s ,  r i g h t .  

Q- But t h e  r e s u l t  of h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  you under- 
s tood was n o t  t o  d i spu te  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a l a r g e  number of 
c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  t h a t  day? 

A. From what he s a i d ,  I assumed t h a t  what he was t o l d  
was t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  anything untoward t h a t  might have happened, 
namely i n  t h e  na tu re  of an a t r o c i t y .  This i s  what he implied.  
I n  f a c t  we assumed t h i s  i n  our conversa t ion  because he knew 
enough. We d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  g e t  i n t o  what had been repor ted ,  
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b u t  when I s a i d  how's t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going o r  what ' s  
happening then  he d i d  r e p o r t  what I have a l ready s a i d .  
But w e  d i d n ' t  g e t  i n t o  t h e  whether o r  n o t ,  what inform-
a t i o n  he had, as a g a i n s t  what I had, and a l l  t h i s .  

Q What I ' m  cur ious  about i s  i f  he was i n v e s t i -
ga t ing ,  a s  you understood i t ,  t h e  ques t ion  whether t h e r e  
had been a t r o c i t i e s  committed by t h e  t roops  on t h e  ground? 

A. No. The word a t r o c i t y  d id  not  come up. H e  was 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  what a c t u a l l y  d i d  happen on t h e  ground. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  And you unders'tood from him t h a t  
h i s  comclusion w a s  t h a t  no a t r 0 c i t i . e ~had been committed? 

A.  Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q But t h a t  a l a r g e  number of c i v i l i a n s  had been 
k i l l e d  a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  opera t ion?  

A.  Right. And he d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  g i v e  a  f i g u r e .  He 
d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  g i v e  a  f i g u r e .  

Q- Now, I take  it t h a t  you were s a t i s f i e d  by t h i s  
explanat ion ,  and t h i s  i s  t h e  primary reason why you d i d n ' t  
c a r r y  th ings  f u r t h e r ?  

A. That and some of t h e  o t h e r  th ings  I repor ted  
s a t i s f i e d  me a s  t o  t h e  f a c t  of what had happened. Other 
a l l e g e d  th ings  t h a t  happened d i d  n o t  appear on t h e  horizon 
o t h e r  than through CRESWELL t a l k i n g  t o  THOMPSON. So I 
had no o t h e r  way t o  judge it o t h e r  than my own r e p o r t s  
from t h e  chapla ins  and what BARKER t o l d  me. I f  I ' d  had 
any f e e l i n g  of something e l s e  I would have gone i n  and 
asked f o r  t h e  r e p o r t ,  b u t  t h i s  s a t i s f i e d  me. I t  r e a l l y  
d id .  

Q. Did you have any f e e l i n g  t h a t  ope ra t ions  which 
r e s u l t e d  i n  such a hideous t o l l  of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  
might no t  be t h e  kind on opera t ions  t h a t  ought t o  be 
conducted? 

A. Oh, y e s ,  d e f i n i t e l y .  I n  f a c t ,  I th ink  it was 
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BALMER w e  were t a l k i n g  about  t h a t  one n i g h t  and I s a i d  "Gee, 
who i n  t h e  world  goofed on t h i s ?  Who i n  t h e  world  goofed?" 
He s a i d ,  "Well we c a n ' t  always know e x a c t l y  what g i v e s . "  
I n  f a c t  I remember watching some o t h e r  combat a s s a u l t s .  Many 
t imes  you'd s e e  them go i n t o  an area and move down through 
a v i l l a g e  and t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  people  had g o t t e n  o u t ,  b u t  
t hey  had come back i n .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  i n  some of t h e s e  i n -  
s t a n c e s  you were a b l e  t o  evacua te  and g e t  them o u t  of t h e  
way. But,  i n  o t h e r  words, from t h e  k ind  of f i g h t i n g  they  
do i n  Vietnam, it was t o  be expec ted  t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  a r e  
going t o  be caught  i n  t h e  c r o s s f i r e  because t h i s  happened i n  
every  d i v i s i o n .  I t  was u n f o r t u n a t e  and w a s  s ad  and some- 
body probably d i d  goof .  Maybe t h e r e  was a n  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
mis take .  128 women and c h i l d r e n  i s  n o t  a n i c e  t h i n g  t o  k i l l ,  
b u t  t h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r  combat o p e r a t i o n s  where a l o t  of 
i nnocen t  people  w e r e  k i l l e d .  We had them i n  t h e  2d S u r g i c a l  
H o s p i t a l  a l l ' t h e  t i m e .  L i t t l e  k i d s  w i t h  h o l e s  i n  t h e i r  
back,  l e g s  o f f  and eve ry th ing  else. They w e r e  caught  
i n  a v i l l a g e .  Supposedly it was a f r e e - f i r e  zone and 
they  had evacua ted  it. Then t h e y ' d  sneak back i n ,  t h i n g s  
l i k e  t h i s .  

Q. Did you have any f e e l i n g  a f t e r  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h a t  
t h e  i n c l i n a t i o n  of  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  t o  t a l k  about  t h i s  was 
maybe caused by embarassment over  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  O r  was t h e r e  
a f e e l i n g  a s  you have j u s t  de sc r ibed?  Was t h i s  j u s t  t o  be 
expec ted ,  and t h e r e  i s  no th ing  t o  be  ashamed. about?  There 
i s  no th ing  t o  h i d e ,  i n  any way? 

A. Embarrassment probably would b e  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  
came t o  my mind because a combat s o l d i e r  d o e s n ' t  l i k e  t o  
t h i n k  t h a t  anybody from a PFC o r  a p r i v a t e  on up t h a t  t h a t ' s  
what h e ' s  do ing ,  k i l l i n g  women and c h i l d r e n ,  I r e a l l y  f e l t  a s  
I look back a t  i t ,  t h e r e  were probably  good r ea sons  why. 
Maybe embarrassment would have been t h e  b i g  one ,  b u t  t h e r e  
w e r e  good r ea sons  we were i n  on it. They were  involved  w i t h  
o t h e r  f o r c e s ,  Koreans and ARVN. I t  was touch  and go w i t h  a l l  
t h e s e  l i a i s o n  s i t u a t i o n s .  I f e l t  t h e r e  p robab ly  was good 
r ea sons  f o r  t h i s .  I was s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  t h e y  were going t o  go 
ahead and make t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  anyway so I d i d n ' t  q u e s t i o n  
t h e  reason .  Maybe I should have. At t h e  t i m e ,  looking  a t  it 
from a l l  t h e  r e sou rces  I had ,  I d i d n ' t  f e e l  c a l l e d  t o  q u e s t i o n .  
I f  I had one l i t t l e  f e l l ow l i k e  MEADLO, anybody, I would 
have changed t h a t .  But w e  d i d n ' t  have anybody l i k e  t h a t .  
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Q But you d i d n ' t  have any doubt i n  your mind t h a t  the 
approximately  125 women and c h i l d r e n  had been k l l l e d ?  

A. Th i s  i s  what I was t o l d .  This  i s  what I was t o l d .  
I had a momentary d e s i r e  t o  go down and s e e ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t .  
I was very c l o s e  t o  ano the r  l i t t l e  c h a p l a i n ,  Chaplain  ZOO, 
i n  t h e  a r e a .  I ' m  s u r e  he would have e s c o r t e d  me down, b u t  I 
d i d n ' t .  I d i d n ' t  have any b u s i n e s s  t h e r e .  I t ' s  sad .  Some 
of my c h a p l a i n s  would even g i v e  s e r v i c e s  f o r  some of t h e s e  
innocent  people  t h a t  were k i l l e d .  But it w a s n ' t  my b u s i n e s s  
t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  I ' m  n o t  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  and I was 
t r u s t i n g  t h e  judgment of my d i v i s i o n .  

Q T h a t ' s  a l l  I have. 

MR MACCRATE: D i d  Colonel  BARKER i n d i c a t e  t o  you, when you 
spoke t o  h i m  about t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  it was a c o n t e s t e d  
o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. You mean t h e r e  was oppos i t i on?  

Q Y e s .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  we g o t  i n t o  t h a t  a s p e c t .  A l l  
I was t r y i n g  t o  s a t i s f y  was my i n t e r e s t  i n  what happened, and 
he knew t h i s .  H e  r evea l ed  t h a t  he was s a t i s f i e d  i n  t a l k i n g  t o  
t h e  p l a toons  involved  and t h e  company commander and t h e  people  
on t h e  ground,  t h a t  he was s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  t h e s e  t h i n g s  occur red  
i n  t h e  combat o p e r a t i o n .  Words t o  t h i s  e f f e c t .  W e  d i d n ' t  g e t  
i n t o  whether t h e r e  were people  f i r i n g  a t  them when they  landed 
and t h i s  s o r t  of  t h i n g .  You see, t h a t  w a s n ' t  my main i n t e r e s t .  
My main i n t e r e s t  was whether o r  n o t  any th ing  antoward had 
happened a s  rumored. 

Q - But i f  you knew t h a t  124 women and c h i l d r e n  had 
been k i l l e d ,  and i f  you were aware t h a t  it was an o p e r a t i o n  
e s s e n t i a l l y  w i t h o u t  o p p o s i t i o n ,  would n o t  t h o s e  f a c t s  i n  and 
of themselves s u g g e s t  t h a t  something untoward had happened? 

A .  , W e l l  t h i s  i s  what I t h i n k  r a i s e d  t h e  i r e  of t h o s e  
who were i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  n i g h t ,  who hea rd  t h i s  124 f i g u r e .  

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  That  it had been e s s e n t i a l l y  unopposed? 
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A. Now t h e  unopposed p a r t ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e v e r  came 
up. The f a c t  i s  t h e  f i g u r e  we g o t  was 128 VC, and w e  heard  124 
were women and c h i l d r e n .  But w e  d i d n ' t  h e a r  what e l s e  was i n -
volved.  My assumption was t h a t  t h e r e  had been a f i g h t .  

Q e  Where had they a l l  gone t o  Had they  been 
t h a t  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  c l e a r i n g  ou t?  There was a f i g h t ,  b u t  t hey  
j u s t  w e r e n ' t  l e f t  behind? 

A. Good q u e s t i o n ,  b u t  t h i s - -  

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You d i d n ' t  speak wi th  Colonel  
BARKER about  t h i s  when you were s a t i s f y i n g  y o u r s e l f  i n  
t a l k i n g  w i t h  him? 

A. Well ,  no ,  I d i d n ' t .  I merely was i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  what he had found o u t .  H e  t o l d  me t h a t  he had t a l k e d  
t o  t h e s e  people  on t h e  ground,  h i s  own company commanders, 
h i s  p l a toon  l e a d e r s ,  s e r g e a n t s  and s o  f o r t h  and t h a t  he 
was s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  no th ing  untoward, no th ing  o t h e r  t han  
what was d i r e c t e d ,  had been done. 

Q. Did he  mention any of h i s  company pe r sonne l  by 
name ? 

A. H e  mentioned MEDINA. 

MEDINA? 

A. H e  mentioned MEDINA, b u t  he d i d n ' t  mention CALLEY. 
H e  mentioned MEDINA, and he mentioned one o t h e r  company 
commander whose name escapes  me. But he  mentioned t h a t  one 
o t h e r  company commander, MEDINA, t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s ,  t h e  
s e r g e a n t s ,  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t s ,  and some of t h e  o t h e r  e n l i s t e d  
personne l  t h a t  he had t a l k e d  t o .  

Q. And he  s a i d  tha-'1 he had t a l k e d  t o  a l l  of t h e s e  
people?  

A. H e  s a i d  t h a t  he had t a l k e d  t o  them, t h a t  he had 
conve r sa t ions  w i t h  them, and t h a t  t h e  r e ~ o r t swe had hea rd  
a t  d i v i s i o n  of something happening t h a t  bught n o t  was n o t  
t r u e .  
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Q. Do you know Major CALHOUN? 

A. CALHOUN? That r i n g s  a b e l l .  Was he a t  the 53 
shop? 

Q. Y e s ,  h e  w a s  BARKER'S S3--

10: ( In te rpos ing)  And execut ive  o f f i c e r .  

MR MACCRATE: And a l s o  t h e  execut ive  o f f i c e s  of Task Farce 
Barker. 

A. Of Task Force Barker? 

Q. Yes. 


I0 : H e  had subsequent ly been the 53 of t h e  brigade, 


A. Brigade? Yes, right. 

Q .  Previously.  

A. Previously.  

MR MACCRATE: P r i o r .  

A. And then  he joined Task Farce Barker? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. I had met him, but 1 d i d n ' t  know him a s  w e l l  as 
BARKER who was on t h e  advanced p a r t y ,  I knew BARKER p r i m a r i l y ,  
n o t  when he was i n  Duc Pho, but when he was over  on t h e  
advance pa r ty  f o r  about a month o r  two, 

Q .  Do you remember whether Major CALHOkM was p r e s e n t  
during t h i s  conversa t ion?  

A, No, he wasn ' t .  I f  he had, he d g h t  have been on 
some o t h e r  mission and was t o  meet him down thexe , BARKER 
was by himself when I walked dowh by the d i v i s i o n  c h a p l a i n t &  
office with him. I was going t o  see him again, and then I 
kept  p u t t i n g  t h a t  o f f  and he was k i l l e d ,  Y f o r g o t  the date, 
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b u t  I. s a w  what was l e f t  of h i s  body a t  t h e  graves r e g i s t r a t i o n .  
I had meant t o  go back and see  him and c a r r y  through on some 
of t h i s .  Because a f t e r  t h i s  CRESWELL came i n ,  and it was 
no t  a d e f i n i t e  conversat ion.  I t  d id  s a t i s f y  me a s  t o  some of 
t h e  th ings  t h a t  had come up from o t h e r  sources ,  namely THOMPSON'S 
r e p o r t ,  and some of t h e  o t h e r  th ings  I had heard s a t i s f i e d  me 
enough. SO w i t h  o t h e r  conversat ion and wi th  lack  of o t h e r  
information I f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  was what had happened. 

8 .  D i d  you ever  hear  a s t o r y  coming out  of t h i s  
opera t ion  about t h e  c u t t i n g  o f f  of a f i n g e r  o r  f i n g e r s  of 
a p r i soner?  

A. No. I ' d  heard a l o t  of s t o r i e s ,  you know, d i v i s -
ion  chapla in .  A 1 1  kinds of t h i n g s  f i l t e r e d  i n t o  me. 

0- W e l l  t h i s  is  what I assumed. This i s  what I 
was i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  whether you heard t h i s  s t o r y  eminating 
from t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  hear  t h a t  a t  a l l .  

Q- You d i d n ' t  hear  t h a t  a p r i s o n e r  had h i s  hand 
placed on a rock,  o r  on a board and wi th  a Bowie k n i f e ,  had 
a p iece  of a f i n g e r ,  o r  f i n g e r s  c u t  o f f ?  

A. Never heard t h a t .  The only t h i n g  I heard i n  
t h e  n a t u r e  of a t r o c i t y  was t h a t  some s e r g e a n t  had f i r e d  i n t o  
c i v i l i a n s .  

10: Well, l e t ' s  hea r  a l i t t l e  b i t  more about t h i s  
se rgean t  f i r i n g  i n t o  c i v i l i a n s .  Who were t h e  c i v i l i a n s ,  and 
how many of them were the re?  

A. Well, a s  I r e c a l l  it when t h i s  t h i n g  broke,  t h a t  
was as much a s  I heard from any source a s  t o  anything t h a t  
was untoward t h a t  might have been i n  t h e  n a t u r e  of an a t r o c i t y .  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e  what the  source was, b u t  I r e c a l l  t h a t  I heard 
t h i s .  

MR MACCRATE: You seem t o  be merging two p a r t s  of what occurred.  
You t a l k  about t h e  c h i l d  moving, and t h e  s e r g e a n t  k i l l i n g  t h a t  
c h i l d .  What we have been t o l d  by those  who witnessed and were 
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a p a r t  of it was t h a t  t h e  se rgean t  was f i r i n g  i n t o  a  d i t c h  
where t h e r e  were many c i v i l i a n s .  When t h e  c h i l d  was found 
t o  be moving a f t e r  t h a t  event  t h e  p i l o t  went down and h i s  
crew took t h e  moving c h i l d  ou t  of t h e  d i t c h  and took it 
aboard the a i r c r a f t  t o  c a r r y  it back t o  Quang Ngai. It 
suggests  t o  me, Colonel LEWIS, t h a t  your a r e  n o t  r e c a l l i n g  
a l l  t h a t  you d i d  h e a r  a t  t h a t  t ime,  t h a t  you heard some- 
t h i n g  more, t h a t  you have taken these  two i n c i d e n t s ;  t h e  
se rgean t  f i r i n g ,  and t h e  rescued c h i l d ,  and tended t o  
merge them t o g e t h e r .  

A. Now the rescued c h i l d ,  I don ' t  r e c a l l  that. 

a. But the f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  was a c h i l d  moving 
and then  a child dead i s  what you s a i d  you remembered. 

Re No, 3 d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  I d i d n ' t ,  no, The 
only t h i n g  t h a t  I came near  t o  hear ing  i n  regard t o  t h e s e  
things was t h e  fact t h a t  t h e r e  had been women and c h i l d r e n  
k i l l e d ,  1 2 4  or 128 and t h a t  t h e r e  had been a  se rgean t  f i r i n g  
on eivilians. Maw t h e s e  a r e  t h e  only two th ings  t h a t  spurred 
my doing anything at a l l .  

8.  Where was t h e  se rgean t  f i r i n g  an c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. This  f don't know. Th i s  was given ks me t o  re-
inforce what might have been a bad show. 

6. Well, what d i d  Mr. CRESWELL t e l l  you? 

A. X think that's where I got it, you see. %hatto 
where 9: think I gok it, Wherever 1 get it, X d i d  move to 
t ry to f ind  auk what was being done to investigate this, 
But as far as same of these o ther  th ings  that have come out, 
I bfdnst+hear a word, 

10: Well, you talked t o  Mr, CRESWELL and he indicates 
t h a t  he pretty w e l l  t o l d  you the story that THOMPSON had told 
hime Ibis Ss an a19 inclusive story, which includes 8 shooting
the people i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  the oergaant f i r i n g  i n t o  the dikch, 
the rescuing sf people from t h e  bunker, flying t h h  wounded 
youngster out,  a c a p t a i n  or an individual firing a t  a woman 
on khe ground, It inciudes seeing a large number of dead 
eivilians i n  +she v i l l a g e  itself 

s 
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A.  No, i f  he had t o l d  me a l l  of t h i s .  To t h e  b e s t  
of my r e c o l l e c t i o n  CRESWELL only  r evea led  t h a t  what I 
had heard  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  I f  I 'd  heard  t h a t ,  I ' d  have 
flown down t h e r e  myself.  

Q- You w e r e  p r e t t y  i n s i s t e n t  on fo l lowing  t h i s  up 
a s  you have desc r ibed  i t  t o  us.  

A. True,  I know it. I d id .  

Q You are s t i l l  conf iden t  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  f i l l  you 
i n  more d e t a i l  t han  you recall  today? 

A.  No, when I read  t h i s  account ,  MEADLO and some of 
t h e  o t h e r s ,  t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I had heard  i t ,  t h a t  
k ind  of a c t i v i t y .  Now CRESWELL, i f  he had t h i s  in format ion  
d i d n ' t  t e l l  m e  t o  t h a t  e x t e n t .  

10: You t a l k e d  t o  THOMPSON subsequent ly ,  according 
t o  your test imony? 

A .  Y e s ,  b u t  only b r i e f l y ,  and only  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  of 
t h e  f a c t  it i s  be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  I d i d n ' t  g e t  i n t o  t h e  
n i t t y - g r i t t y  w i t h  THOMPSON due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he was upse t  
and wanted t o  know how t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was going. 

8- What seems s a  unusual  t o  m e  very f r a n k l y  is  h e r e  
w e  have CRESWELL and THOMPSON. THOMPSON you know i s  upse t .  
For t h e  same reason  CRESWELL, who rece ived  t h e  r e p o r t ,  is  
upse t .  Y e t  nobody went back t o  them and s a i d  what you 
a l l e g e d  t o  be t h e  case  i s  n o t  s o ,  t o  r e f u t e  the  s t a t emen t  
t h a t  they had made. Nobody had t h e  cour t e sy  t o  even go 
back and do t h i s ,  i nc lud ing  y o u r s e l f .  

A.  W e l l ,  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  when I would r e p o r t  back t o  
CRESWELL, it was t h e  f a c t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  showed 
e s s e n t i a l l y  what I have r epor t ed .  This  i s  what I passed on 
t o  him. I could be wrong t h e r e .  Maybe I d i d n ' t  g i v e  him 
t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r s ,  b u t  I assumed I d i d .  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e v e r  having CRESSWELL t e l l  m e  about  t h e s e  
c h i l d r e n  be ing  f i r e d  on and t h a t  s o r t  of t h i n g .  I f  I ' d  of 
heard  t h a t ,  I ' d  have gone i n  t o  see KOSTER r i g h t  o f f  t h e  
b a t .  I wouldn ' t  have wai ted  around. 

To t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n  I only g o t  j u s t  
a f r i n g e  about  t h a t ,  about  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  f i r i n g .  Then 
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you f i n d  t h a t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  chap la in  of  t h e  20th never  
hea rd  a r e p o r t  on t h i s ,  n o t  one by anybody, nor  t h e  p r i e s t ,  
nor  t h e  f i r s t  s e r g e a n t ,  o r  any of  t h e s e  people  a s  f a r  a s  I 
r e c a l l .  

MR MACCRATE: Who i s  t h e  f i r s t  s e r g e a n t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, b u t  I was t a l k i n g  t o  Sergeant  
Major ROGERS, and I asked Se rgean t  Major ROGERS. H e  s a i d  
t h a t  t h e  s e r g e a n t  major d i d n ' t  know. The f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  w a s  
back i n  t h e  rear I guess .  I d o n ' t  know whether  he was t h e r e  
w i t h  him o r  n o t ,  b u t  then  you f i n d  o u t  t h a t  t h e s e  key people  
i n  t h e  company d i d n ' t  know from t h e  r e p o r t s  we g o t  a t  t h e  
t i m e  and l a te r .  

Q ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  When d i d  you t a l k  t o  Se rgean t
Majo r  ROGERS? 

A. I t a l k e d  t o  Se rgean t  Major Rogers, I w a s  down a t  
a conference i n  November, and had lunch w i t h  h i m .  Th is  w a s  
b e f o r e ,  I t h i n k ,  t h e  t h i n g  broke wide open. H e  s a i d  an in -
v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  coming up on t h e  My Lai  t h i n g  and t h a t  General  
KOSTER w i l l  be c a l l e d  i n  and s o  f o r t h .  W e  t a l k e d  about  it. 
H e  gave m e  what from t h e  s e r g e a n t  ma jo r ' s  p o i n t  of  view he 
had hea rd ,  and he mentioned t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  f i r g t  s e r g e a n t  
d i d n ' t  know anyth ing  about  it. 

Q - This  i s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  s e r g e a n t  major? 

A. This  would be  t h e  company f i r s t  s e r g e a n t .  

I0 : Company f i r s t  s e r g e a n t ,  o r  t h e  b r i g a d e  s e r g e a n t  
major? 

A. I assumed, now I may be wrong i n  t h i s ,  b u t  I 
assumed it was t h e  f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  of t h e  company, MEDINA'S 
company. 

MR MACCRATE: Where d i d  you see him? 

A .  I saw him down a t  t h e  c lub  i n  F o r t  Meade, 
Maryland. W e  had lunch t o g e t h e r .  
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Q *  This  was a s  r e c e n t l y  a s  2 o r  3 months ago? 

A. About November 5 t h ,  r i g h t .  When I heard t h a t ,  
t h i s  t h i n g  was s t a r t i n g  t o  b o i l ,  he was one of t h e  f i r s t  t h a t  
t o l d  me t h a t  t h i s  th ing  i s  going t o  --
I 0  : ( In terpos ing)  What o t h e r  people have you t a lked  
t o  now, s i n c e  --
A.  ( In terpos ing)  Since then ,  j u s t  the  two, w e l l ,  
t h e  t h r e e  chap la ins ,  Father  SHANNON who was t h e  p r i e s t  who 
covered Task Force Barker,  Chaplain K I S S I N G E R  who was the  
chapla in  of t h e  1/20, and Chaplain CARREY who was the  11th  
Brigade Cathol ic  chaplain.  Then I had f o r g o t t e ~ iabout t h e  
se rgean t  major,  b u t  I d id  t a l k  t o  Sergeant  Major ROGERS 
about it. 

MR MACCRATE: 'HOW about Chaplain HOFFMAN? 

A. NO,  no I t a lked  t o  him a t  t h e  t ime,  b u t  I haven ' t  
t a l k e d  t o  him l a t e l y .  I t a lked  t o  him a t  t h e  time back i n  
Vietnam, b u t  I never d id  t a l k  t o  him s i n c e  t h i s  t h i n g  
happened. Bu t  I know t h a t  HOFFMAN d i d n ' t  hea r  anything. He 
d i d n ' t  r evea l  anything. H e  was q u i t e  c l o s e  t o  HENDERSON. 

10: Colonel LEWIS, I have he re  E x h i b i t  D-6 which i s  
MACV Direc t ive  525-3, and I would ask you i f  you a r e  
f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  contents  of t h a t  d i r e c t i v e .  I would c a l l  
your a t t e n t i o n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  paragraph 2 ,  2b i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  

A. Yes, I remember t h i s .  

Q And paragraph 2c a s  we l l .  

A. Right ,  I remember reading t h i s .  

Q And then  I would c a l i  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  para-
graph 3 ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  3a ( 2 )  and (3) . 

(The wi tness  read t h e  paragraphs ind ica ted .  ) 

9- I have here  two o t h e r  documents, MACV Di rec t ive  
20-4,  which i s  entered  i n t o  t h e  record  a s  E x h i b i t  D - 1  which 
I w i l l  show you. I would ask i f  you have seen t h i s  document. 
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I would c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  p r imar i ly  t o  paragraph 5 ,  para-
graph 5a and 5b. 

A. , Id o n ' t  remember reading t h i s  one. But I knew 
t h e  contents  of it p r e t t y  w e l l ,  because I taught  a t  chapla in  
school ,  and I t augh t  some of t h i s  same inforlaat ion.  

Q - Well t h e  primary p o i n t  i s ,  it is t o  be repor ted .  

A. Right ,  I agree.  And as  I say ,  I moved 
immediately t o  t h e  G 3  shop on t h i s ,  and then t e s t i f i e d  t o  t h e  
e f f e c t  of what ensued i n  my r e l a t i o n  t o  it. 

Q I a l s o  c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  another  e x h i b i t ,  
which i s  M-8 ,  having t o  do w i t h  t h e  same s u b j e c t  of r e p o r t i n g  
of war crimes,  and I would c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  here  t o  
paragraph? 3 ,  4 ,  and 5. (The wi tness  read paragraphs t o  
which the I0 r e f e r r e d . )  

A. Now you s e e ,  maybe t h i s  was a bad assumption on 
my p a r t ,  b u t  I f e l t  t h a t  when they t a lked  about i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
and r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e s e  k inds  of th ings  were being done by 
those people p roper ly  des ignated  t o  do it. Once t h e  i n d i -
v idua l  has made i t  known t h s t  perhaps these  th ings  had 
happened, I assumed i t  was being put  i n t o  proper hands. 
This i s  what I repor ted  back t o  CRESWELL. I s a i d  "Now, 
CRESWELL, okay, b u t  I ' v e  been assured t h a t  t h i s  is being 
inves t iga ted . "  Where I made my mistake,  a s  I look a t  it now, 
I should have asked f o r  a f i n a l  r e p o r t  on t h i s ,  and I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Well, h e r e  i s  t h e  way I see  t h i s  from t h e  in-
formation t h a t  you have provided here  t h i s  morning. You 
have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you went back and t a l k e d  t o  a l o t  of 
people,  bu t  you a l s o  ind ica ted  t o  me t h a t  you knew r e a l l y  
very l i t t l e  about what t r a n s p i r e d .  

A. That '  s r i g h t .  

Q. Although t h e r e  a r e  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h i s  i n f o r -
mation had been passed on, based upon what l i t t l e  you knew 
about it and upon t h e  f a c t  t h e r e  had been some d i scuss ion  i n  
t h i s  meeting about t h e  r a t i o n  of VC K I A  versus  weapons, it 
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could  appear  t h a t  you were j u s t  g e t t i n g  t h e  brush-of f .  

A .  I f e l t  t h i s .  I f e l t  t h i s  from t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f  
and t h e  G 1  p a r t i c u l a r l y .  Now t h e  G 3  was v e r y ,  very  f i n e  
about  it. But of  course  BALFER w a s n ' t  t h e r e  t o o  long  and of 
course  -- b u t  a g a i n ,  my own sou rces  of i n fo rma t ion  and a l s o  
t h e  d e c i s i v e  khing was t a l k i n g  t o  BARKER. But a g a i n  maybe 
I was g e t t i n g  t h e  brush-of f .  Maybe I w a s  t o l d  t h i s  j u s t  t o  
keep m e  q u i e t .  

Q- Very f r a n k l y ,  you d i d n ' t  have r e a l l y  enough t o  
make an a l l e g a t i o n  from what you 've  i n d i c a t e d .  

A. That 's r i g h t .  

Q. The in fo rma t ion  w a s  t h e r e ,  b u t  you were j u s t ,  i n  
my judgment, doing some l o o s e  t a l k i n g .  

A. W e l i ,  y e s ,  t h a t ' s  what I f e l t .  And looking  a t  it 
now, maybe there was something e l s e  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  r ead  i n t o  
it, t h a t  maybe t h i s  was t h e  r ea son  f o r  t h e  hush-hush. These 
w e r e  rumors and n o t  s u b s t a n t i a t e d ,  and u n t i l  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
w a s  o v e r ,  w e  ought n o t  t o  be t a l k i n g  about  t h i n g s  t h a t  maybe 
w e r e n ' t  t r u e .  A l l  k inds  of rumors would go around t h e  
d i v i s i o n ,  you know, about  a l l  k inds  of t h i n g s .  Some such 
and such  r a p e  a g i r l  down i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and you 'd  f i n d  o u t  
maybe some guy went down and had a  b e e r  w i t h  h e r .  So it 
seemed t o  m e  t h a t  I was r e l y i n g  on t h e  judgment of t hose  
who knew more o f  how t o  handle  t h i s  t h i n g  t h a n  I would. 
I ' m  on ly  t h e  c h a p l a i n ,  and I ' m  n o t  t h e r e  t o  make i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n s .  I ' m  on ly  t h e r e  t o  p a s s  on in fo rma t ion .  

Q- W e l l ,  y e s ,  b u t  you have a v e r y  s p e c i f i c  ob l iga -  
t i o n ,  a s  do  a l l  of  u s ,  whenever you h e a r  of  a war crime.  
C e r t a i n l y  even a s e r g e a n t  f i r i n g  i n t o  a  group of  women and 
c h i l d r e n ,  t h i s  i n  i t s e l f  i s  a war crime. 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  r i g h t .  Exac t ly  what  I t o l d  t h e  G3, 
I s a i d ,  "Look, t h i s  has  g o t  t o  be  looked i n t o .  This  i s  
t e r r i b l e ,  t h i s  happening." "Chaplain ,  I a s s u r e  you , "  t h i s  i s  
what BALMER s a i d ,  i n  t h e  presence  I ' m  s u r e  o f  TREXLER, "I 
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a s su re  you, t h a t  this t h i n g  w i l l  be i n v e s t i g a t e d . "  That was 
t h e  kind of assurance p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  I g o t  from BALMER. Now 
I had high judgment of BALMER. BALMER was a very s e n s i t i v e  
o f f i c e r ,  and when he t o l d  me t h i s ,  I f e l t  t h a t  coming from 
t h e  number 3 ' o r  4 man i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  t h a t  i s  was going t o  
happen. The t h i n g  i s  you've g o t  t o  go on t h e  judgment of 
those  you ' re  working wi th .  Otherwise you ' re  n o t  going t o  be 
a b l e  t o  work wi th  them. 

This i s  what I passed on t o  CRESWELL. I s a i d ,  
" ~ o o k ,the  G 3  assured  me, and whatever the  information w i l l  
come o u t  of t h i s * "  I probably d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  pound it i n  
enough t o  CRESLELL t h a t  t h i s  i s  what had come t o  me, n o t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  through o f f i c i a l  channels ,  bu t  i n  u n o f f i c i a l  a s  
w e l l ,  because I never read any r e p o r t  and never was t o l d  by 
anybody t h a t  t h i s  was wrapped up and t h e r e f o r e  t h e  case was 
c losed .  I assumed it was, because I d i d n ' t  have any o t h e r  
information.  I assumed it was closed.  

Q Were you ever  cautioned s p e c i f i c a l l y  about not  
d i scuss ing  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. Oh, yes ,  d e f i n i t e l y ,  c o r r e c t .  

Q A s  I r e c a l l  your testimony t h e  one t h a t  cautioned 
you was t h e  Gl? 

A. The G1. 

Q. Colonel QUALLS? 

A. And Colonel PARSON. 

Q Colonel PARSON? 

A. Right. 

Q • No one e l s e  caut ioned you about n o t  d i scuss ing  
t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. A s  I r e c a l l .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  I ' m  no t  su re  i f  
. BALMER s a i d  t h i s ,  b u t  BALMER was more open and he was more 

w i l l i n g  t o  d i s c u s s  it then t h e  o t h e r s .  He probably d i d  too ,  
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b u t  my more vi .vid memories of p u t t i n g  t h e  damper on it was 
the G 1  and t h e  chief  of s t a f f .  

Q. L e t t s  th ink  about t h i s  whole s i t u a t i o n  now i n  
p u t t i n g  it a l l  t oge the r .  Would it be your opin ion  t h a t  t h e r e  
was a d e l i b e r a t e  at tempt  t o  coverup wi th in  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. Well, it depends on what you mean by coverup. 
A t  t h e  time I was f r u s t r a t e d  when they would t e l l  me t h i s ,  
b u t  my f e e l i n g  was t h a t  i f  it was being hushed up, it was a 
sound reason because of many f a c t o r s  t h a t  I may n o t  have my 
hands on. I f  I had f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  was a coverup because 
t h i s  had a c t u a l l y  happened and nobody wanted t h i s  t o  g e t  o u t ,  
then I would no t  have been s a t i s f i e d  even wi th  BARKER'S 
account. I never d i d  g e t  t h a t  impression. I was f r u s t r a t e d  
by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  they d i d n ' t  want t o  t a l k  about t h i s ,  b u t  the  
reason I f e l t  it was coveredup was because maybe they had 
f a c t o r s  t h e r e ,  o r  maybe they go t  i n f o r n a t i o n  from higher  
headquar ters ,  t h a t  I wouldn ' t  be pr ivy  t o ,  un less  i t ' s  a need 
t o  know b a s i s .  I d i d  n o t  th ink  of it a s  a coverup o r  some-
t h i n g  t h a t  we d i d  wrong, and t h e r e f o r e  we d o n ' t  want anybody 
t o  know. I never f e l t  t h a t  way. I f  I had f e l t  t h a t  way I 
would not  have been s a t i s f i e d .  

Q. You were f r u s t r a t e d ,  bu t  you were n o t  f r u s t r a t e d  
o r  i r k e d  enough t h a t  you went t o  t a l k  t o  anybody i n  command 
p o s i t i o n ,  o r  i n  an i n v e s t i g a t i v e  capaci ty?  

A. No. 

Q. Except t h e  chief  of s t a f f ?  

A. The chief  of s t a f f ,  yes ,  c o r r e c t .  Now t h e  th iny  
i s ,  i f  I h a d n ' t  had these  o t h e r ,  i f  I ' d  only had t h e  G 1 ,  t h e  
G3, t h e  chief  of s t a f f ,  i f  t hese  aret t h e  people,  t h e  only 
people I had con tac t  wi th  on t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  then I probably 
would n o t  have l e f t  t h a t  d i v i s i o n  without  moving i n  and see-
ing  General KOSTER. But s i n c e  I d i d  have t h i s  o t h e r  in fo r -
mation, s i n c e  I d i a n ' t  t h ink  t h e r e  was a coverup, t h e r e  
d i d n ' t  seem t o  be any reason f o r  any s o r t  of t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Late r  i n  your testimony you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  
r a t i o  of weapons versus  t h e  number of VC KIA t h a t  was re-
por ted  was t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  r a i s e d  t h e  i r e  of a l l  t h e  people i n  
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t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  n i g h t .  

A. Put it t h i s  way. There were a few t h a t  were 
buzzing about it. The 1 2 4  was n o t  revealed a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  
That was brought o u t  by I th ink  ANISTRANSKI.  I could be 
wrong. I t  might have been some o t h e r  voice ,  b u t  it was i n  
t h a t  a rea  where I was s i t t i n g .  But t h e  3 weapons o u t  of 
1 2 8  VC r a i s e d  a f u r o r  o r  r a i s e d  a buzzing. 

Q ~t wasn ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  an i r e ?  

A. J u s t  a buzzing. I know BALMER was t e e d  o f f  a t  
it, and s o  was ANISTRANSKI --
Q ( In te rpos ing)  Well BALMER wasn 't even t h e r e  t h a t  
n i g h t .  

A. Well, no. When he heard about it. No BALMER was 
n o t  t h e r e .  He w a s  on leave .  But I know when he d i d  hear  
about the  r epor ted  1 2 4 ,  he was t eed  o f f ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
when you s'ay i r e .  I know ANISTRANSKI s h ~ w e di r e  and s o  
f o r t h .  But I t h i n k  t h e r e  was a  genera l  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h i s  
was a bad show, t h a t  something should be i n v e s t i g a t e d .  I 
t h i n k  t h i s  was g e n e r a l  knowledge i n  t h e  s t a f f .  I t  should be 
i n v e s t i g a t e d .  I t  wasn ' t j u s t  my f e e l i n g .  

I d o n ' t  know what t h e s e  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  d i d  ex-
c e p t  i n  conversa t ion  wi th  the^^, whether they asked about it. 
I n  f a c t ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  t imes a t  any of our 
ch ief  of s t a f f  b r i e f i n g s  o r  anything when anyone brought 
t h i s  up because t h e  pr incLpal  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s ,  t h e  genera l  
s t a f f  o f f i c e r s ,  evidently revealed  enough t o  t h e  r e s t  of us 
t h a t  we were n o t  t o  t a l k  about it. I t  never was brought up, 
s o  t h a t  s o r t  of i r k e d  me. I d i d n ' t  f e e l  cons t ra ined  t o  
b r i n g  it up i n  t h e  chief  of s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  because of t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  I was t o l d  n o t  t o .  Maybe I should have opened it up. 

Q Do you have any a d d i t i o n a l  documents a s i d e  from 
t h e  one you had spoken from which would be of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  
us  i n  the  conduct of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I have t h e  d i v i s i o n  c h a p l a i n ' s  r o s t e r  wi th  t h e  
names and s e r i a l  numbers of a l l  t h e  chaplains  who were t h e r e ,  
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and t h e n  I have j u s t  some of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  g e n e r a l  s t a f f  
officers. W e  had t h e  r o s t e r .  I j u s t  c l i p p e d  o u t  t h e  AG and 
in format ion  o f f i c e r s  who w e r e  a ss igned  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a s  of 
A p r i l  of  t h a t  y e a r .  You probably have a l l  t h a t ,  b u t  I j u s t  
brought  t h e s e  a long  beckuse some of them l i k e  JOHNSTON and 
some of t h o s e  I d i d n ' t  --
Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  subsequent  t o  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t h e r e  had been some a t r o c i t i e s  i n  t h e  Que Son 
Val ley  a r e a ?  

A. W e l l  now, t h i s  was under i n v e s t i g a t i o n  f o r  q u i t e  
a few weeks, and it was w i t h ,  I t h i n k  t h e  1/46. 

0- Is t h i s  a  b a t t a l i o n  of t h e  A m e r i c a 1  Div is ion?  

A. Y e s .  

Q - Is t h i s  t h e  June i n s t a n c e  i n v o l v i n g  a r a p e ,  o r  
r apes?  

A .  T h a t ' s  t h e  one,  r i g h t  s ir .  And one o f  t h e  t h i n g s  
t h a t  e n t e r e d  i n t o  my mind was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s i n c e  t h i s  t h i n g  
was h o t  on t h e  f i r e  and be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  and t h e  sub- 
sequent  t r i a l  t h a t  maybe t h i s  usurped some of t h e  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n  of  t h e  o t h e r  i n c i d e n t .  I n  o t h e r  words,  I thought  
maybe t h a t  t h i s  was s o  involved  t h a t  t hey  d i d n ' t  have t h e  
t i m e  o r  maybe they  were going t o  p u t  o f f  making more of a 
thorough i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  a s  a r e s u l t  
of  t h i s .  I d o n ' t  know, b u t  t h i s  was one of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  
e n t e r e d  i n t o  my mind about  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  be ing  
hushed up. 

Q. W e l l ,  h e r e  you had a p roper  i n v e s t i g a t i c n  be ing  
conducted. 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q- An i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  was des igna t ed .  Do you 
remember an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  be ing  d e s i g n a t e d  b'y d i v i -  
s i o n  o r d e r s  o r  by any o r d e r s  f o r  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No. I never  d i d .  No. I assumed it w a s  be ing  
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done. Maybe t h i s  was a rank assumption on my p a r t  because 
when these  o f f i c e r s  t e l l  you t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  going 
t o  be made you f i g u r e  t h a t ' s  what ' s  going t o  happen. And t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  s ee  these  papers -- they would have 
been -- they would have probably -- i f  t h e y ' r e  going t o  keep 
t h i s  q u i e t  u n t i l  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is  going t o  be made, 
t h e y ' r e  n o t  going t o  pub l i sh  genera l  o rde r s  and have every-
body look a t  them. So I imagine I f e l t  t h a t  it was being 
handled, b u t  it w a s  being handled s o  t h a t  it wasn ' t  brooded 
a l l  over t h e  t e r r i t o r y  be fo re  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was made. 

MR MACCRATE: Do you r e c a l l  who gave t h e  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  
evening of t h e  16 th?  

A. I t  was a r e g u l a r  G2-3 b r i e f i n g ,  p l u s  I th ink  
t h e  G 1  and the  G5. The G2-3 b r i e f i n g  was g e n e r a l l y  done by 
subordina te  o f f i c e r s ,  a cap ta in  o r  two cap ta ins  maybe. I 
d o n ' t  know who t h e y  were. G5 ANISTRANSKI gave h i s  own, 
and the  G 1 ,  Colonel QUALLS, genera l ly  gave h i s  own, b u t  
t h e  G2-3 b r i e f i n g  was g e n e r a l l y  some of the  people i n  h i s  
shop. 

Q Was t h e r e  any over-questioning of t h e  b r i e f e r s  
t h a t  n igh t?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  was, no. I d o n ' t  be-
l i e v e  anything was r a i s e d  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
t h a t  t h e r e  was, I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  wasn ' t .  

I0 : We are about t o  r e c e s s  t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  hear ing ,  
Colonel LEWIS. Before we do s o ,  I would ask t h a t  i f  you have 
any a d d i t i o n a l  documents, photos,  maps, memos, o r  any o t h e r  
m a t e r i a l s  which would be h e l p f u l  t o  t h e  purpose of t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h a t  you make these  a v a i l a b l e  t o  the  inves-
ga t ion .  Moreover, I would a l s o  ask t h a t  wi th  t h e  addi-
t i o n a l  information which may have been imparted t o  you he re  
t h i s  morning, t h a t  i f  some of these  b i t s  and p ieces  s t a r t  
coming toge the r  t o  r e f r e s h  your memory, t h a t  i f  you do have 
any a d d i t i o n a l  information which does corie t o  mind a t  a l a t e r  
d a t e ,  t h a t  you g e t  i n  touch wi th  us s o  t h a t  we can make t h i s  
information a  ma t t e r  of record.  

Right ,  sir. 
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Q I w i l l  g i v e  you th . i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  make any
a d d i t i o n a l  s t a t e m e n t s  o r  t o  ask any q u e s t i o n s  which you may 
s o  d e s i r e  t o  ask.  

A. W e l l  t h e  only  t h i n g  I 'd  l i k e  t o  add i s  t h a t  most 
of my impress ions  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  were i n  d e f a u l t  of any 
o t h e r  i n fo rma t ion .  I n  o t h e r  words,  I f e l t  t h a t  a s  t h e  d i v i -
s i o n  c h a p l a i n ,  t h a t  i f  t h i n g s  d i d  happen t h a t  might be of a 
n a t u r e  t h a t  would n o t  f a l l  w i t h i n  p rope r  army r e g u l a t i o n s  o r  
t h e  code of m i l i t a r y  j u s t i c e  t h a t  w e  had enough chap la ins  
t h a t  someone, somewhere was going t o  g e t  t h i s  in format ion .  
I j u s t  am nonplussed t h a t  o u t s i d e  of  t h e  f a c t s  t h a t  
CRESWELL r e p o r t e d ,  t h a t  n o t  one of t h e  b r i g a d e  c h a p l a i n s ,  
people  on the s p o t  o r  t h a t  no i n d i v i d u a l  o t h e r  t han  
THOMPSON and CRESWELL even s a i d  anyth ing  t o  anybody. 
Then 18 months la ter  we h e a r  a l l  t h e s e  s t o r i e s .  

For  example, t h i s  boy HAEBERLE s a i d  t h a t  t h e s e  
p i c t u r e s  w e r e  t aken  and were g iven  t o  the Army. Well ,  I never  
saw any p i c t u r e s .  The q u e s t i o n  I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask HAEBERLE 
was t h a t  i f  he w a s  s o  incensed  w i t h  what w a s  happening,  why 
d i d n ' t  he t a k e  a p i c t u r e  of t h e  guy f i r i n g ?  The nega t ive  p a r t  
a l s o  e n t e r s  i n t o  t h i s .  I d i d  n o t  g e t  from t h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  
from t h e  Buddhis t  c h a p l a i n s  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  of t h e  2d ARVN 
Div i s ion ,  from any of my b a t t a l i o n  c h a p l a i n s ,  o r  any o t h e r  
i n fo rma t ion  o t h e r  than  what I have r e p o r t e d .  So I ' m  r e a l l y  
nonplussed.  Of course  t h i n g s  happen even on p l a toon  l e v e l  
t h a t  d o n ' t  reach  t h e  t o p ,  b u t  i t ' s  amazing t h a t  t h i s  t h i n g  
happened t h e  way i t ' s  r e v e a l e d ,  t h a t  something d i d n ' t  f i l t e r  
through from some of t h e s e  sou rces  t h z t  I have mentioned. I 
r e a l l y  c a n ' t  b e l i e v e  it, c a n ' t  b e l i e v e  i t ,  excep t  second hand,  
someone r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  he was t h e r e  and s o  f o r t h  and s o  f o r t h .  

Q- Before  c l o s i n g  I ' d  l i k e  t o  r e i n f o r c e  what I 
i n d i c a t e d  t o  you i n  t h e  very  beginning.  You a r e  d i r e c t e d  
t h a t  you should  n o t  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y ,  o r  through 
o t h e r s ,  d i s c u s s  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  subsequent  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and r e p o r t ,  w i t h  any p e r s c n  who may have been 
connected w i t h  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  any way, o r  t h e  tes t imony,  
which has  been g iven  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h i s  morning. 
This  does n o t  app ly ,  of cou r se ,  i f  you are r e q u i r e d  t o  d i s c u s s  
t h e  c a s e  b e f o r e  o t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  q u a s i - j u d i c i a l ,  
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judi.ci.al proceedings,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  proceedings,  o r  a s  you 
may be requi red  t o  do i n  the  performance of o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s .  
In t h a t  i n s t a n c e  t h e  meaning of o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  would mean 
t h a t  you would be d i r e c t e d  t o  t e s t i f y  a t  one of these  types  
of hearings.  

A.  Yes, sir.  

Q. The hear ing  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The hear ing  recessed 1225 hours ,  12 January 1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: LOFTIS, Robert W. SSG 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 5 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT: 1 0  June - September 1968,. he  w a s  s teno-
grapher f o r  one of t h e  ADC' s :  September - 12 May 1969 
he was d i v i s i o n  admin i s t r a t i ve  NCO. 

1. KNOWLEDGE OF REPORTS OF THE MY LA1 INCIDENT. 

The wi tness  had never be fo re  seen HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  
o r  any of  i t s  at tachments (pgs.  11, 1 2 ) .  H e  had never 
seen TAN'S  11 ~ p r i l1968 r e p o r t  (pg. 1 2 ) .  H e  had never 
seen t h e  VC propaganda l e a f l e t  nor heard any VC propaganda 
seeking revenge f o r  what had happened a t  My ~ a i  (pgs. 13,  
26) .  He saw no complaint by a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  a l l e g i n g  
t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  o r  a response t o  such 
a complaint (pgs.  1 4 ,  1 8 ) .  H e  saw no document d i scus s ing  a 
conf ron ta t ion  between a i r  and p o u n d  personnel land he  never 
heard anything about such a conf ron ta t ion  (pgs. 14,  26) . 
He saw no document and heard no d i scuss ion  about t h e  k i l l i n g  
of a Vietnamese woman by an Army c a p t a i n  (pg. 1 4 ) .  There 
was no r e p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  prepared by any commander o r  
complaint about unnecessary k i l l i n g  among t h e  documents 
he recommended f o r  d e s t r u c t i o n  (pgs. 14,  1 5 ) .  H e  w a s  no t  
asked t o  search  f o r  such a document i n  ~ p r i l  of 1969 ( ~ 9 . 4 4 ) .  
He could n o t  remember see ing  a r e p o r t  which cons i s t ed  of f i v e  
pages and from 15  t o  25 s ta tements  and which came i n t o  head- 
q u a r t e r s  around t h e  middle of May (pg. 1 9 ). Had such a 
document been i n  t h e  f i l e s  he thought h e  would have 
remembered it (pgs. 19, 20).  H e  never heard anything about 
Task Force Barker o r  ~ i e u t e n a n t  Colonel BARKER (pgs. 22, 27) .  
He never heard anything about t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  of 
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women and ch i ldren  which took p lace 'on  an opera t ion  i n  mid- 
March (pg. 25) .  He knew nothing about a dead woman who 
was spread eagled along t h e  s i d e  of t h e  road with  an 11th 
Brigade patch i n  he r  c ro tch  (pg. 26).  

2 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  Duties a s  adminis t ra t ive  NCO. 

LOFTIS received,  proofread,  and insured t h e  
completeness of correspondence and documents (pg. 3 ) .  
H e  then de l ivered  them t o  t h e  sec re t a ry  of t h e  general- '  
s t a f f  (pg. 3 ) .  While secret-documents were logged, con-
f i d e n t i a l  documents were no t  because it was no t  required 
(pg. 4 )  -

b. Inventory of f i l e .  

A l l  c l a s s i f i e d  documents were accounted f o r  a t  
the  time the  witness  took over from Sergeant SAIMONS 
(pg. 4 ) .  There were approximately 110 such documents 
(pgs. 9 ,  31).  A t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  witness  acquainted himself 

w i t h  t he  contents  of t h e  f i l e  (pg. 4 ) .  There were no 
top s e c r e t  documents (pg. 1 0 ) . He d id  no t  read t h e  
c l a s s i f i e d  documents, b u t  looked through t h e  t i t l e s  and 
made c e r t a i n  a l l  t h e  pages w e r e  t h e r e  (pg. 5 ) .  H e  d i d  read 
the unc lass i f ied  documents (pg. 5) . The second drawer of 
the  f i l e  cab ine t  was f rozen  s h u t  t h e  e n t i r e  per iod LOFTIS 
was t h e r e  (pgs. 34 ,  36) .  H e  heard t h a t  it only contained a 
f l i g h t  helmet (pg. 34 ) .  No one ever asked f o r  anything 
from t h e  second drawer (pg. 35) .  A 1 3  s e c r e t  and conf iden t i a l  
matter  was pu t  i n t o  the f i r s t  drawer by t h e  witness  (pg.38) 
Some ma te r i a l  was kept  i n  the  t h i r d  drawer (pg. 38) .  There 
was a personal  envelope i n  the  t h i r d  drawer f o r  General 
GETTYS (pgs. 38, 3 9 ) .  He kept  up the  logs  SAIMONS had 
used t o  maintain t h e  f i l e s  (pg. 5 ) .  However, LOFTIS 
changed t h e  system somewhat because he f e l t  t h e  f i l e s  needed 
more work (pgs. 5 ,  31, 3 2 ) .  Some outdated documents were 
des t r o ~ e d ~ b u t  c e r t i f i c a t e s  of des t ruc t ion  were prepared be-
forehand f o r  the  secret documents (pg. 6 ) .  N o  des t ruc t ion  
c e r t i f i c a t e s  were prepared f o r  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents 
which w e r e  destroyed (pg. 9 ) .  However, he c l ea red  the 
des t ruc t ion  of these  documents with  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  
general  s t a f f  before  destroying them (pg. 9 ) .  About 50 
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documents were dest royed (pg. 1 0 ) .  he d e s t r u c t i o n  
c e r t i f i c a t e s  were kep t  i n  a  f i l i n g  cab ine t  i n  LOFTIS' 
o f f i c e  (pg. 4 0 ) .  SAIMONts d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e s  were 
kept  t h e r e  a l s o  (pg. 4 1 ) .  These c e r t i f i c a t e s  of  d e s t r u c t i o n  
were s t i l l  t h e r e  when Sergeant  DROSDICK took over the f i l e s  
(pgs: 7 ,  20) .  A t  t h e  time of t h i s  t u r n  over a l l  
c o n f i d e n t i a l  m a t e r i a l  was proper ly  accounted f o r  (pg. 7 ) .  
He t o l d  DROSDICK t h a t  t h e  second drawer was f rozen  and 
contained a f l i g h t  helmet (pg. 3 9 ) .  SAIMONS s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  could have been no documents i n  t h e  f rozen  drawer 
because he had seen t h a t  it was empty (pg. 40) .  c l a s s i f i e d  
documents were s t o r e d  i n  a s a f e  i n  t h e . o f f i c e  of t h e  
s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  genera l  s ta f . f  (pg. 8) . 
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. . 

E X H I B I T S  . 

EXHIBIT 
 .-
NUMBER DESCRIPTLON NOTES PAGES 

' W i t  had never seen 
- RODRIGUEZ' statement before. 11 

W l t  had never seen 
M-35 VC propaganda l e a f l e t  

Memo for DC, 2d ARVN 
before. 
W l t  had never seen 

13 

M-36 

M-44 

Div, 12 Apr 68 
Papers for award t o  
THOMPSON-

before. 
~ l tthought ne nad 
seen before but 

12 

16 
had no recollectlo:1 
of any discussion 

-+ . 

I I about It. I 

R- 1 
True copy of 
HENDERSON s Report . 

w l t  nad never 
before. 

seen 
. 11 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1440 hours ,  5 February 
1970.) 

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  next  wi tness  i s  S t a f f  Sergeant  Robert 
W. LOFTIS. 

(SSG LOFTIS was c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows: )  

P lease  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade ,  S o c i a l  Secur i ty  
number, o rgan iza t ion ,  and s t a t i o n .  

A. Robert W. LOFTIS, S t a f f  Sergeant ,  

Headquarters and Headquarters Company, U .S. ~ r m y  Training Center ,  

I n f a n t r y ,  F o r t  Jackson, South Carol ina .  


10: Sergeant  LOFTIS, on my l e f t  i s  M r .  Robert MACCRATE, 

a c i v i l i a n  lawyer who has volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  Secre tary  

RESOR t o  a s s i s t  us i n  t h e  conduct of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  He 

a l s o  provides l e g a l  counsel t o  me and o t h e r  members of t h e  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  team. On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel ARMSTRONG who has 

been designated by General WESTMORELAND, t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  

a s  an a s s i s t a n t  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Besides me, both M r .  

MACCRATE and Colonel ARMSTRONG may address  ques t ions  t o  you 

t h i s  af ternoon.  W e  have o t h e r  groups such a s  t h i s  t h a t  a r e  

t ak ing  testimony from o t h e r  wi tnesses .  I n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s  

it w i l l  be my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  a r e p o r t ,  t o  

weigh t h e  evidence,  and t o  determine t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recom- 

mendations. Have you had an oppor tuni ty  t o  read  t h e  i n s t r u c -  

t i o n s ?  


A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  I have. 

Q- Do you understand them o r  have any ques t ions?  

A .  I understand them. 

Q. Sergeant  LOFTIS, would you i n d i c a t e d  your duty 
assignment w i t h i n  t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  any change of assign-
ment you may have had, and t h e  approximate d a t e s  and, of course ,  
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i n d i c a t e  when you jo ined  t h e  d i v i s i o n  and when you t e rmina t ed  
yoy.r s e r v i c e .  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. I i n i t i a l l y  j o ined  t h e  A m e l i c a l  Divi-
s i o n  w i t h  a  u n i t  deployment, which w a s  t h e  4 th  B a t t a l i o n ,  2 1 s t  
I n f a n t r y .  My du ty  a t  t h a t  t ime was squad l e a d e r  w i t h  D/4/21. 
I l a t e r  was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s  t o  work a s  
t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s u p e r v i s o r  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c h i e f  of  
s t a f f  a t  America1 Div i s ion  headqua r t e r s .  I took t h i s  du ty  
and change of ass ignment  on o r  about  10 June 1968. However, 
i n i t i a l l y ,  I went t o  work a s  a s t e n o  f o r  one of t h e  a s s i s t a n t  
d i v i s i o n  commanders and l a t e r ,  on o r  about  15 September, I be-
came t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  NCO and r e p l a c e d  Se rgean t  F i r s t  C l a s s  
SAIMONS. I remained i n  t h a t  du ty  u n t i l  May 1969. I r e t u r n e d  
from Vietnam on 12  May 1969. 

t. 
Q So from 10 June  u n t i l  September, when you r e p l a c e d  g . 1  

Sergeant  SAIMONS, you were s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  c a p a c i t y  of s t e n o  C 

f o r  one of t h e  ADC's? 4 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  which ADC it was? 

A .  I t  w a s  B r i g a d i e r  General  Howard COOKSEY. 

Q Sergean t  LOFTIS, t h e  m a t t e r  w e ' r e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g ,  
t h e  s o - c a l l e d  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, became a 
m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge about  4 o r  5 months ago; t h a t  i s ,  
s a y ,  became a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge through r a d i o ,  tele-
v i s i o n ,  newspapers, magazines,  and s o  f o r t h .  S ince  t h a t  t i m e ,  
have you had any d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  anybody froin t h e  America1 
D i v i s i o n  concerning e i t h e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f ,  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  
of t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  o r  any 
r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t y ?  

A .  No, sir. I have no t .  

Q- When you l e f t  i n  May 1969, who r ep l aced  you? 

A .  Sergean t  F i r s t  C la s s  DROSDICK, sir.  

Q DO you know h i s  f i r s t  name? 
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A. H i s  f i r s t  name w a s  William. 

Q* DROSDICK? 

Q- What's h i s  grade? 

A. Sergeant  F i r s t  Class ,  sir .  

Q Do you know where he i s ?  

A. To my knowledge, he i s  p r e s e n t l y  s t i l l  i n  t h e  job 
of admin i s t r a t ive  superv i so r  of t h e  America1 Divis ion.  

Q. Would you i n d i c a t e ,  i n  broad terms, what your 
d u t i e s  were a s  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  noncommissioned o f f i c e r  i n  
t h e  command bu i ld ing?  

A.  Yes, s ir .  My duty was t o  r e c e i v e  correspondence 
and documents and t o  proofread t h e  correspondence, make s u r e  
it w a s  complete, and then begin i t s  r o u t i n g  through the  com-
mand group. I d e l i v e r e d  it t o  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  genera l  
s t a f f .  

Q. When you took over ,  who was s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  
genera l  s t a f f ?  

A .  I n i t i a l l y ,  when I took over ,  Major HALLMAN was, 
Major Robert E. HALLMAN. He remained t h e r e  a l s o  u n t i l  t h e  
time I l e f t .  I was a l s o  t h e  cus todian  of c l a s s i f i e d  documents. 
On occasion I wrote c e r t a i n  D F ' s  and headquar ters  type corre-
spondence. I maintained both u n c l a s s i f i e d  and c l a s s i f i e d  f i l e s ,  
and g e n e r a l l y  I was over  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  e n l i s t e d  men t h a t  work-
ed i n  the  command group, being s e n i o r  NCO. I advised t h e  sec-
r e t a r y  of g e n e r a l  s t a f f  on a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  ma t t e r s .  

Q. When you t a l k  about o t h e r  e n l i s t e d  personnel ,  you 
d i d  have a t  t h a t  t ime Command Sergeant  Major ROGERS. Was 
he s t i l l  t h e r e ?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q He was succeeded by somebody else,  b u t  I would 
imagine he had a g r e a t  d e a l  of i n f l u e n c e  over  t h e  noncoms i n  
t h e  headquarters?  
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A. Well, y e s ,  s i r ,  he had a l o t  of in f luence .  However, 
a l ?  t h e  e n l i s t e d  persons working i n  t h e  command group were 
s p e c i a l i s t s  except  the  few se rgean t  E-5's, and they came under 
me d i r e c t l y  f o r  superv i s ion  and making s u r e  a job was done. 
Those a r e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  I had, sir. 

Q. You s a i d  you maintained c l a s s i f i e d  documents. Did 
you maintain logs?  

A. Yes, sir. For s e c r e t  documents we logged i n .  

Q Did you log i n  c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents? 

A .  NO, sir. 

Q I f  a c o n f i d e n t i a l  document pe r t a ined  t o  a s u b j e c t
t h a t  was considered extremely important ,  would t h e r e  be a l o g  
o r  any - c o n t r o l  of any k ind  p u t  on i t ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  I f  it were c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  s p e c i a l  hand-
l i n g  was requi red .  I f  it d i d  r e q u i r e  r e c e i p t  from hand t o  
hand, then it w a s  c o n t r o l l e d .  But I never had occasion,  as I 
can r e c a l l ,  t o  handle anything c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  o t h e r  than the 
r o u t i n e  type of c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents. I t  d o e s n ' t  r e q u i r e  a 
log;  however it i s  permi t ted .  I d i d n ' t  use a  log  c o n t r o l  be-
cause it wasn ' t  necessary.  

Q Now, when you took over  from Sergeant  SAIMONS, d i d  
you have an inventory  of documents? 

A. Yes, sir. We d id .  

Q - I take  it t h a t  you were a b l e  t o  f i n d  a l l  t h e  doc-
uments t h a t  were s e c r e t  which Sergeant  SAIMONS w a s  r e spons ib le  
f o r ?  

A .  A l l  accountable  documents were accounted f o r  a t  
t h a t  t i m e .  

Q Did you a t  t h a t  time a l s o  go through t h e  o t h e r  
f i l e s  t o  acquain t  yourse l f  wi th  t h e  contents  of them? 

A. Yes, sir. I d id .  
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Q Inc luding  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  and any of t h e  personnel  
f i l e s  and s o  on? 

A,  I d i d n ' t  r ead  t h e  documents a s  such,  s ir .  I j u s t  
looked a t  t i t l e s  and saw what I had and accounted f o r  t h e  pages 
of those  t h a t  were logged o r  c o n t r o l l e d .  I b r i e f l y  went through 
t h e  documents t o  s e e  t h a t  a l l  pages were t h e r e .  I d i d  o r i e n t  
myself on t h e  u n c l a s s i f i e d  f i l e s  by reading  through them, b u t  
a t  no time d i d  I e v e r ,  un le s s  it was a b s o l u t e l y  necessary ,  
r ead  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  documents. I d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  I r e a l l y  
had t h e  need t o  know. 

Q Now, Sergeant  SAIMONS i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  when he de-
p a r t e d  he l e f t  w i th  you t h e  l o g  which he had used t o  main ta in  
h i s  f i l e .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  He d id .  

Q. Did you cont inue  t o  main ta in  those  logs?  

A. I cont inued t o  main ta in  t h e  l o g s ,  s i r .  However, I 
d i d  remake t h e  l o g  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  manner, j u s t  t r a n s f e r r i n g  
forward any documents. I d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  system t h a t  was be ing  
used. There ' s  a  couple d i f f e r e n t  systems. They a l l  come o u t  
t o  t h e  same t h i n g .  But I p r e f e r  t o  use  a one-sheet  method, one . 
s h e e t  pe r  document on t h e  l o g  e n t r i e s .  I d i d  t r a n s f e r  t he  ac-
t i v e  l o g  e n t r i e s  t o  o t h e r  a c t i v e  s h e e t s  and p u t  i n  a page p e r  
document, one document p e r  page. 

Q - Now, what happened t o  t h e  o l d  logs?  

A. They w e r e  f i l e d ,  sir.  I a t t a c h e d  them, f i l e d  them 
wi th  a memorandum t h a t  t h i s  a c t i o n  had been taken by m e  and 
it was f i l e d  i n  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  f u n c t i o n a l  f i l e s  a r e a ,  under 
the 500 series. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  e x a c t  number, b u t  I b e l i e v e  
i t ' s  document inventory  f i l e s .  I f i l e d  them i n  t h e r e  and I 
b e l i e v e  they a r e  t o  be r e t a i n e d  f o r  a p e r i o d  of a y e a r  o r  two 
y e a r s .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  e x a c t  d i s p o s i t i o n  on them, s ir .  

Q - Now, when you went through those  f i l e s ,  d i d  you 
re t i re  any of t h e  f i l e s  o r  d i d  you d e s t r o y  any of t h e  f i l e s ?  
We're t a l k i n g  f i r s t  about  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  and then  w e ' l l  g e t  
down t o  t h e  ones which were c o n f i d e n t i a l  and lower. 
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A .  Y e s ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I des t royed  any f i l e s  
immediately, sir.  I d i d  p repa re  s e v e r a l  d e s t r u c t i o n  
c e r t i f i c a t e s  du r ing  my t enure  on t h a t  job. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
though, immediately a f t e r  inventory .  I t h i n k  I wai ted  a 
month o r  2 months b e f o r e  I des t royed  them. But I d i d  de-
s t r o y  some documents, those  t h a t  were no longer  necessary ,  
of no f u r t h e r  use.  

Q Did you t a k e  t h i s  a c t i o n  yourse l f  o r  d i d  you
simply make recommendations t o  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of the g e n e r a l  
s t a f f  and prepare  a d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e  f o r  him? 

A .  I made t h e  recommendation and prepared  t h e  
d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e s  f o r  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  g e n e r a l  
s t a f f .  

Q . What d i d  you do w i t h  your d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e s ?  

A .  They w e r e  f i l e d  a l s o  wi th  t h e  f i l e  des igna ted  f o r  
d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  sir .  I t ' s  i n  t h e  500 s e r i e s ;  aga in  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of the e x a c t  number. 

Q Did you a l s o  go through t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  and t h e  
u n c l a s s i f i e d  f i l e s  a t  t h e  same t i m e  and t ake  a c t i o n  t o  e l i m i n a t e  
those  which had been outda ted?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. I d i d .  

Q What d i d  you do w i t h  t h e  ones t h a t  you took o u t  
of t h e r e ?  Is t h e r e  anything t o  i n d i c a t e  which one you de-
s t royed  o r  had des t royed?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  Most of t h e  f i l e s ,  t h e  ma jo r i ty  
of t h e  f i l e s  i n  t h a t  o f f i c e  w e r e  j u s t  r e f e r e n c e  f i l e s .  
There were very few record  type  documents. Most of them 
can be j u s t  d i sca rded  a f t e r  a  p e r i o d  of a yea r .  You 
c u t  them o f f  a t  t h e  end of a  c u t o f f  pe r iod ,  which is  
usua l ly  t h e  l a s t  day of a ca l enda r  y e a r ,  and then  you hold  
them f o r  another  yea r .  Then you des t roy  them. F i l e s  
of t h i s  n a t u r e  I d i d  d e s t r o y ,  j u s t  r e f e r e n c e  type  f i l e s ,  
Any o t h e r  type  f i l e ,  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e ' s  two o r  t h r e e  t h a t  
a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  be t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  records  hold ing  a r e a  
and destroyed a t  a l a t e r  d a t e ,  b u t  n o t  by me pe r sona l ly .  

Q. W e l l ,  were you t h e  one t h a t  made t h e  d e c i s i o n  
concerning whether t h e s e  u n c l a s s i f i e d  and f o r - o f f i c i a l -
use-only and c o n f i d e n t i a l  papers  would be des t royed?  
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A. Normally I took t h e  a c t i o n ,  s i r ,  b u t  I always 
consul ted wi th  t h e  s e c ~ e t a r yof t h e  genera l  s t a f f  p r i o r  
t o  j u s t  throwing something away o r  t r a n s f e r r i n g  i t ,  o t h e r  
than normal, r o u t i n e ,  admin i s t r a t ive  m a t t e r s ,  What I mean 
i s ,  i f  the  f i l e  i n d i c a t o r  says  t h a t  you hold it f o r  a 
y e a r - a n d  then  you t r a n s f e r  i t ,  then  I went ahead and took 
the  ac t ion .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  form t h a t  you use t o  t r ans -
f e r  a f i l e  r e q u i r e s  an o f f i c e r ' s  s i g n a t u r e ,  so  these  I 
would have s e n t  t o  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  genera l  s t a f f ,  and 
t h e  t r a n s f e r  would have been over h i s  s i g n a t u r e  and approval.  

Q - The logs  been f i l e d ,  and t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e s  
of d e s t r u c t i o n ;  would they have a l l  been f i l e d  toge the r  
i n  t h a t  inventory  of f i l e s  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A .  Not under t h e  same f i l e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  s ir .  
The d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e s  have a.  s p e c i f i c  f i l e  number 
and s o  do t h e  documents, l o g s ,  and r e g i s t e r s .  They have 
a s p e c i f i c  f i l e  number. 

Q m  To t h e  b e s t  of your knowledge, when you l e f t  
t h e r e ,  were those  logs  s t i l l  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Were t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e s  s t i l l  there?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge. 

Q And you turned  them over  t o  DROSDICK? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. D i d  you have any problems i n  t u r n i n g  your documents 
over t o  him? 

A. No problem whatsoever,  sir. W e  i nven to r i ed  t h e  
documents and they were s igned f o r  by him. They were a l l  
accounted ,for a t  t h e  time t h a t  I turned them over  t o  him. 

MR MACCRATE: When you took over the  t a s k s  from Sergeant  
SAIMONS, was t h e r e  a genera l  r e fe rence  f i l e  i n  which t h i s  
kind of m a t e r i a l  t o  which you yourse l f  r e f e r r e d  was re-
t a ined?  I n  what cond i t ion  would t h a t  be found, where would 
it be? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  I understand t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  s ir .  
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Q. -- You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were miscel laneous papers? 

A. Yes, sir-

Q. C o n f i d e n t i a l ,  f or-off ic ial-use-only types  of papers
i n  t h e  o f f i c e  f o r  r e fe rence  purposes,  n o t  f o r  record  purposes. 
Where would t h a t  type  of m a t e r i a l  be s t o r e d  i n  t h e  headquar ters ,  
t he  rooms, and the l o c a t i o n  of var ious  personnel?  I f  you 
could j u s t  r e l a t e  t h e  p l a c e  where such m a t e r i a l  was r e t a i n e d .  

A .  The c l a s s i f i e d  documents, s i r ,  and c o n f i d e n t i a l  
and above, and any FOUO t h a t  needed t o  be p r o t e c t e d  were 
s t o r e d  i n  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  documents c o n t a i n e r ,  which was a 
GSA approved s a f e  i n  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  genera l  s t a f f ' s  
o f f i c e ,  by h i s  desk.  I d i d  have a locked f i l e  c a b i n e t  
i n  which f o r  o f f i c i a l  use only and u n c l a s s i f i e d  f i l e s  w e r e  
kept .  A l l  documents and f i l e s  were maintained under t h e  
f u n c t i o n a l  f i l i n g  system, under t h e  Army Regulat ion 345-210. 

Q When a r e f e r e n c e  i s  made t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  r e fe rence  
f i l e ,  t h i s  could  inc lude  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  were kept  i n  a s a f e ,  
c o n f i d e n t i a l  papers ,  o r  papers  kep t  i n  your locked f i l e  
cab ine t?  

A.  Yes, sir. I t  would inc lude  t h a t .  However, un-
c l a s s i f i e d  f i l e s  would n o t  be i n  the s a f e  un less  they d i r e c t l y  
r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  document i t s e l f .  

Q- Then when you disposed of documents which you 
desc r ibe  a s  t h e  reference- type  f i l e ,  you would be t ak ing  
papers both from the s a f e  and from t h e  f i l e  cab ine t?  

A. Well, n o t  normally a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  s ir .  I 
destroyed my c l a s s i f i e d  documents exc lus ive ly ,  mixed no 
u n c l a s s i f i e d  wi th  it. When I d i d  des t roy  them, I went 
through them page by page and they were accounted f o r  on a 
d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e .  I destroyed them by means of 
burning i n  t h e  i n c i n e r a t o r .  

Q =  Would t h i s  have been t r u e  of c o n f i d e n t i a l  
documents? 

A. Yes, it would. 

Q These were a l l  accounted f o r  page by page? 

A. NO. L e t  me c o r r e c t  t h a t  l a s t  s t a t ement ,  s ir .  
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Conf iden t i a l  documents would n o t  be accounted f o r  by means 
of d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e s .  They would be accounted f o r  
a s  f a r  a s  going through t h e  pages and making s u r e  a l l  t h e  
pages were t h e r e .  However, they were n o t  requi red  t o  be 
recorded unless  you had them logged i n  on t h e  c o n t r o l  
r e g i s t e r  . 
Q Did you personal ly  go through, page by. page, 
t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents t h a t  you des t royed,  o r  d i d  you 
a s s i g n  t h a t  t a s k  t o  one of those working f o r  you? 

A. S i r ,  I went through them w i t h  a d i s i n t e r e s t e d  
person. You a r e  r equ i red  t o  have a wi tness  who is com-
p l e t e l y  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  from t h e  documents. 

Q- I 'm t a l k i n g  about t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents 
a s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from t h e  s e c r e t  documents. 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I used t h e  same procedure f o r  de-
s t r o y i n g  c o n f i d e n t i a l  a s  I d i d  f o r  s e c r e t  w i t h  t h e  except ion 
t h a t  I d i d n ' t  type o u t  a d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e .  

10: But even s o ,  i f  what you say is c o r r e c t ,  Sergeant  
LOFTIS, a f t e r  you had gone through them, you would have 
s t i l l  c a l l e d  them t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  
genera l  s t a f f  s o  he would have an oppor tuni ty  t o  look a t  them? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  be fo re  I des t royed any documents, s i r ,  
I would show them t o  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  genera l  s t a f f  and 
say ,  " S i r ,  t h i s  i s  what I propose w e  g e t  r i d  o f . "  I d i d n ' t  
j u s t  a r b i t r a r i l y  burn them wi thout  h i s  approval .  

Q- Now l e t  me come again t o  t h e  secret documents. 
J u s t  g ive  us  an o r d e r  of magnitude, how many s e c r e t  docu-
ments d i d  you have? 

A. I ' d  say  roughly 100, 110. 

Q. Maybe about h a l f  a drawer f u l l ?  

A. Yes, sir ,  about h a l f  a drawer f u l l  because I d i d n ' t  
even use t h e  o t h e r  drawers i n  our  s a f e .  

Q How about  your c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  how much of t h e  s a f e  
d i d  they occupy? 

A. Very l i t t l e ,  sir. Actual ly  a l l  documents d i d n ' t  
f i l l  up more t h a t  one drawer. 
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Q Is t h i s  be fo re  you cleaned them out?  I under-
s t a n d  from Sergeant  SAIMONS that he had t h e  t o p  drawer 
with s e c r e t  r e g i s t e r e d  documents i n  t h e  top  drawer and he 
had the  c o n f i d e n t i a l  and lower documents i n  t h e  second 
drawer and 'below. 

A. Well, t h i s  w a s  t r u e  when I f i r s t  s igned f o r  them. 
However, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  both of t h e  drawers were f u l l .  A f t e r  
I cleaned them ou t ,  I went under t h e  concept of f i l i n g  a l l  
t he  c l a s s i f i e d  m a t e r i a l  toge the r .  I marked t h e  l a b e l s  
appropr ia t e ly .  I f  t h e  e n t i r e  f o l d e r  i t s e l f  contained 
c o n f i d e n t i a l  only then  it  was marked c o n f i d e n t i a l .  I f  it was 
s e c r e t ,  anything i n  t h e  f o l d e r  was s e c r e t ,  then  t h e  whole 
f o l d e r  was marked s e c r e t .  However, the  r e g u l a t i o n  permits  
you t o  f i l e  a l l  your c l a s s i f i e d  toge the r  and t h a t ' s  t h e  way 
I d i d  it, sir. 

Q. You had c o n f i d e n t i a l  and s e c r e t .  You had no 
t o p  s e c r e t ?  

A. No t o p  s e c r e t ,  s ir .  

Q- They were f i l e d  according t o  s u b j e c t  ma t t e r  o r  
f u n c t i o n a l  a r e a ?  

A.  Yes, s ir .  The f o l d e r  was marked i n  accordance 
with the  o v e r a l l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h a t  f i l e  f o l d e r .  

Q. Can you g i v e  us an o r d e r  of magnitude of how many 
of the  c l a s s i f i e d  documents you may have des t royed when you 
went through and organized t h e  f i l e s ?  

A. S i r ,  t h a t  one would r e a l l y  be hard  t o  answer 
because I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I would say around 50 o r  s o ,  b u t  it 
wasn ' t  very many, I know, because t h e r e  wasn ' t  t h a t  many 
documents t h e r e .  I ' d  say normally we maintained about 100 
documents. 

Q. You're only t a l k i n g  about 100 documents f o r  s e c r e t  
and c o n f i d e n t i a l  i n  your  f i l e  system? 

A.  Well, no, s i r .  I would say approximately 100 
documents were s e c r e t .  There were some con£i d e n t i a l ,  b u t  
very few. 

Q. I have h e r e  Exh ib i t  R-1 ,  da ted  24 A p r i l  1 9 6 8 ,  
s u b j e c t :  "Report of I n v e s t i g a t i o n , "  from Commanding O f f i c e r ,  

10 APP T-323 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q Is t h i s  be fo re  you cleaned t h e m  out?  I under-
s t a n d  from Sergeant  SAIMONS t h a t  he  had t h e  t o p  drawer 
with s e c r e t  r e g i s t e r e d  documents i n  t h e  top  drawer and he 
had t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  and lower documents i n  t h e  second 
drawer and 'below. 

A. Well, t h i s  was t r u e  when I f i r s t  s igned f o r  them. 
However, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  both of t h e  drawers were f u l l .  A f t e r  
I cleaned them ou t ,  I went under t h e  concept of f i l i n g  a l l  
t he  c l a s s i f i e d  m a t e r i a l  toge the r .  I marked t h e  l a b e l s  
appropr ia t e ly .  I f  t h e  e n t i r e  f o l d e r  i t s e l f  contained 
c o n f i d e n t i a l  only then  it  was marked con£i d e n t i a l .  I f  it was 
s e c r e t ,  anything i n  t h e  f o l d e r  was s e c r e t ,  then  t h e  whole 
f o l d e r  was marked s e c r e t .  However, the  r e g u l a t i o n  permits  
you t o  f i l e  a l l  your c l a s s i f i e d  toge the r  and t h a t ' s  t h e  way 
I d i d  it, sir.  

Q. You had c o n f i d e n t i a l  and s e c r e t .  You had no 
top  s e c r e t ?  

A. No t o p  s e c r e t ,  s ir .  

Q- They were f i l e d  according t o  s u b j e c t  matter o r  
f u n c t i o n a l  a rea?  

A. Yes, sir. The f o l d e r  was marked i n  accordance 
wi th  t h e  o v e r a l l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h a t  f i l e  f o l d e r .  

Q. 
of th 
went 

Can you g ive  us an o r d e r  of magnitude of how many 
c l a s s i f i e d  documents you may have des t royed when you 
rough and organized t h e  f i l e s ?  

A. S i r ,  t h a t  one would r e a l l y  be hard  t o  answer 
because I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I would say around 50 o r  s o ,  b u t  it 
wasn ' t  very many, I know, because t h e r e  wasn ' t  t h a t  many 
documents the re .  I ' d  say normally we maintained about 100 
documents. 

Q- You're only t a l k i n g  about 100 documents f o r  s e c r e t  
and c o n f i d e n t i a l  i n  your f i l e  system? 

A. Well ,  no, s i r .  I would say approximately 100 
documents were s e c r e t .  There were some c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  b u t  
very few. 

Q- I have h e r e  Exh ib i t  R-1 ,  da ted  24 A p r i l  1968, 
s u b j e c t :  "Report of I n v e s t i g a t i o n , "  from commanding O f f i c e r ,  
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11th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade, t o  Commanding General ,  America1 
~ i v i s i o n .  I would l i k e  t o  r e f e r  t h a t  document t o  you, 
Sergeant  LOFTIS, and ask you t o  look a t  t h a t  document, 
and t e l l  me whether you have ever  seen  t h a t  document 
i n  t h e  f i l e s  which you took over  and which you c o n t r o l l e d .  
Now look a t  t h a t  f i r s t  page f i r s t .  I j u s t  want you t o  
look a t  t h e  f i r s t  two pages. That would n o t  have been 
i n  the t r u e  copy form. I t  would have been comparable 
t o  t h a t  wi thou t  t h e  t r u e  copy and t h e  s igned copy. 

A.  S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having t h i s  document 
i n  my f i l e s .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge I would say 
no, I d i d n ' t  have t h a t  document i n  my f i l e s .  

Q Read on t o  t h e  f i r s t  i n c l o s u r e  which t akes  
an odd form, doubled spaced on a s i n g l e  page. This i s  
a s t a t ement  da ted  1 4  A p r i l  1968. Have you ever  seen  t h a t ?  

A.  No, s i r .  

Q. Have you ever  seen  t h e  same paper ,  which is  
i n d i c a t e d  h e r e  by Exh ib i t  M-30, a s igned copy, s igned by 
Captain Angel M.  RODRIGUEZ? You s e e  a c l e a n  copy of it 
on t h e  back which is  made i n t o  a c e r t i f i e d  t r u e  copy. 
I t ' s  an i d e n t i c a l  paper with t h e  s i g n a t u r e  of Captain 
RODRIGUEZ. 

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h i s  paper e i t h e r ,  s ir .  

Q. E i t h e r  a lone  o r  as  an attachment t o  another  paper? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Would you t u r n  on t o  t h e  next  page, and i n d i c a t e  
whether you 've e v e r  seen  t h i s  document, e i t h e r  s e p a r a t e l y  
o r  as an at tachment  t o  a document? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. You may have seen  something l i k e  t h i s ,  t h e  f r o n t  
page is r a t h e r  genera l  i n  na ture .  You might t u r n  t o  the  
second page. I f  you had read  t h e  second page I th ink  i t  
would have a t t r a c t e d  your a t t e n t i o n .  Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  
t h a t  paper? 

A. No, s ir .  
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Q You've seen none of these  p ieces  of paper i n  t h e  
f i l e s  which you took over? 

A.  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge I have n o t ,  sir .  A s  
I say ,  I d i d n ' t  r ead  t h e  contents  of the  ma jo r i ty  of my f i l e s  
o t h e r  than j u s t  t h e  t i t l e s .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having t h e  papers  
i n  my f i l e s .  

Q On t h e  f r o n t  page, y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  it i s  addressed 
t o  the  Commanding General ,  America1 Divis ion and y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  
t h a t  it i s  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  Where e l s e  i n  t h e  headquar ters  could 
it have been r e t a i n e d ?  

A.  I would say it may have been r e t a i n e d  by t h e  G 3  o r  
the  AG s e c t i o n ,  sir.  I t ' s  a p o s s i b i l i t y .  However, t h i s  
document I f e e l  wasn ' t  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  time I took over  t h e  
f i l e s ,  because I d o n ' t  remember see ing  it. 

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having seen t h i s ?  

A .  No, s i r .  

Q. I t  was c e r t a i n l y  da ted  we l l  be fo re  your t ake  over  
as t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  noncommissioned o f f i c e r .  

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q I have h e r e  Exh ib i t  M-36. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  I 
would l i k e  t o  c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  one of t h e  i n c l o s u r e s .  
This i s  a Vietnamese vers ion .  Immediately i n  f r o n t  of it is  
t h e  English t r a n s l a t i o n ,  two pages. I would ask you t o  
look a t  t h a t  document i n  Vietnamese and then the  English 
ve r s ion  and see  i f  you have seen  e i t h e r  one o r  both  of those  
documents i n  your headquar ters ,  i n  your f i l e .  

(Witness r e f e r s  t o  t h e  f i r s t  i n c l o s u r e  e n t i t l e d ,  
"Broadcast : American E v i l  Appears. ' I )  

A. I have n o t  seen t h i s ,  s i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my 
knowledge. 

Q . Now t u r n  t o  t h e  second i n c l o s u r e  which i s  t h e  
l a s t  two pages,  t h e  Vietnamese being t h e  l a s t  page. You ' l l  
n o t i c e  i t ' s  a Vietnamese r e p o r t ,  s igned by Lieutenant  TAN. 
I t  i s  da ted  11A p r i l ,  and t h e  English ve r s ion  on t h e  preceding 
page you w i l l  n o t e  i s  da ted  11 A p r i l  1968. I t ' s  through 
the  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  Son Tinh t o  t h e  province c h i e f ,  Quang 
Ngai, s igned by Lieutenant  TAN. 
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A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h i s  e i t h e r ,  s ir .  

Q e  Thus f a r  we have t a l k e d  about Exh ib i t  R-1 ,  wi th 
i t s  f i r s t  i n c l o s u r e ,  ah unsigned copy of Exhib i t  M-30, and 
it a l s o  has a s  a second i n c l o s u r e  a  V i e t  Cong propaganda 
s tatement .  We've a l s o  t a l k e d  about i n c l o s u r e s  1 and 2 of 
Exhib i t  M - 3 6 .  

I have h e r e ,  now, Exh ib i t  M - 3 5  which i s  a n o t i c e  
i s sued  by t h e  Quang Ngai Nat ional  L ibe ra t ion  Front  Committee 
da ted  28  March 1968. The Vietnamese ve r s ion  i s  t o  t h e  back, 
t h e  English t r a n s l a t i o n  i s  t o  t h e  f r o n t .  I would ask you t o  
look a t  t h a t ,  Sergeant  LOFTIS, and i n d i c a t e  whether o r  no t  
you have e v e r  seen t h i s  document? 

A. No, s ir .  I have never seen t h i s .  

Q. Noh7 l e t  me go back j u s t  a  b i t .  Do you r e c a l l ,  
I showed you f i r s t  t h e  R-1 ,  what we c a l l  t h e  r e p o r t  of 24  
Apr i l?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- Included with it was a  s ta tement  and a l s o  a  p iece  
of V i e t  Cong propaganda. We know t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l l y  the  head- 
q u a r t e r s  had i n  it a copy of t h e  p iece  of propaganda. We a l s o  
know, as  you remember, t h e  l e t t e r  which I subsequent ly showed 
you of 11 A p r i l  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  t o  t h e  province c h i e f .  
We know a l s o  t h a t  a copy of t h a t  was i n  t h e  headquarters .  They 
were t h e r e  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  whether o r  n o t  they  were toge the r  
i n  a r e p o r t  form, I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  We know t h a t  a t  l e a s t  a p iece  
of propaganda was included i n  t h e  r e p o r t  which you saw. We have 
t a l k e d  t o  Sergeant  SAIMONS concerning t h i s  p iece  of paper.  H e  
r e c a l l s  having seen t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  paper.  To h i s  knowledge, 
he d i d  n o t  des t roy  it. I must say t h a t  he does n o t  s t a t e  
t h a t  it was i n  t h e  f i l e .  He saw t h e  paper ,  he i s  f a m i l i a r  
wi th  t h e  con ten t s .  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  it, s i r ,  and I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  
it was i n  my f i l e s .  However, it may have been. I t  may have 
been a document t h a t  I j u s t  glanced through. However, I 
t h i n k  I would have remembered t h e  appearance of the  paper it-
s e l f  and n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  con ten t s .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  
it, sir. 

Q- He r e c a l l s  t h i s  document because as  y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  
i n  t h e  f i r s t  main paragraph a t  about th ree - four ths  of the  way 
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down, it s t a t e s ,  "These American t roops  belonged t o  the  3d 
Brigade of t h e  82d  Div i s ion , "  and y e t  t h e y ' r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  
Quang Ngai Provinee which i s  n o t  wi th in  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  
of t h e  82d.. 

A.  Yes, sir. That d o n ' t  mean anything t o  me, s i r .  
Other than  j u s t  now reading  it, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  eve r  reading 
it before .  

Q Now t h e r e  i s  one o t h e r  p iece  of paper which a t  
t h e  moment we do n o t  have, b u t  I ' d  l i k e  t o  desc r ibe  it f o r  
you and s e e  i f  you remember see ing  t h i s  kind of a p iece  
of paper i n  t h e  f i l e s .  This i s  a p iece  of paper which i s  
probably only one s h e e t ,  maybe as  l i t t l e  a s  th ree -quar t e r s  
of a page, which s t a t e s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  an a l l e g a t i o n  o r  t h e  
complaint was made by a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
t h a t  t h e r e  was some unnecessary o r  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g  
of some c i v i l i a n s .  Also, t h a t  an American Army cap ta in  had 
k i l l e d  a Vietnamese woman and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  had been 
a conf ron ta t ion  or  a v i o l e n t  argument and disagreement 
between some U . S .  Army a v i a t i o n  elements and some ground fo rces .  
It goes on f u r t h e r  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  t h i s  mat ter  bas been 
thoroughly i n v e s t i g a t e d  and named sone people t h a t  had 
served as  wi tnesses .  I t  goes on f u r t h e r  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  they 
can f i n d  no s u b s t a n t i a t i o n  t o  suppor t  t h i s  a l l e g a t i o n .  This 
is keyed t o  an a l l e g a t i o n  o r  complaint of an a v i a t o r .  

A .  S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  any document a t  a l l  
on something l i k e  t h a t .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  anything 
of t h i s  na ture .  

MR MACCRATE: Sergeant  LOFTIS, among the  documents t h a t  you 
examined, recommended t h e i r  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  and t h e r e a f t e r  
destroyed,  were t h e r e  inc luded any r e p o r t s  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
o r  any p a p e r s ' r e l a t i n g  t o  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  may have been 
conducted e i t h e r  by t h e  d i v i s i o n  i t s e l f  o r  by t h e  br igade  
commander, o r  t a s k  f o r c e  commander, o r  o t h e r  u n i t  commanders 
i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. S i r ,  I can remember some r e p o r t s .  A s  p e r t a i n s  
t o  t h i s ,  though, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything. I can remember 
one r e p o r t ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  where a mortar round i n  t h e  11th  
Brigade was a c c i d e n t a l l y  f i r e d  i n t o  f r i e n d l y  t roops .  I r e c a l l  
reading an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h a t  o r  was aware of t h e  inves-
t i g a t i o n .  

Q Was t h a t  among t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  were destroyed i n  
your c l eans ing  t h e  f i l e s ?  
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A. No, s i r ,  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  w a s n ' t .  That  w a s  a f t e r  I 
had been t h e r e  f o r  a wh i l e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  any r e p o r t s  
as such be ing  i n  t h e  des t royed  m a t e r i a l .  Normally my des t ruc -
t i o n  m a t e r i a l  c o n s i s t e d  of messages and one document w e  
r ece ived  on a weekly b a s i s  from DA. 

10: You a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  Chief o f  S t a f f ' s  weekly 
summary? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  But mainly t h a t  was what o u r  documents 
c o n s i s t e d  o f ,  'sir. 

MR MACCRATE: Do you remember any complaints  t h a t  were among 
t h e s e  papers  t h a t  you examined and des t royed?  

A .  No, s i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge, I d o n ' t  
remember any compla in t s .  

Q Do you remember any papers  among them r e l a t i n g  
t o  t h e  123d Av ia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ?  

A .  Vaguely, s i r ,  it seems l i k e  I do remember some-
t h i n g .  However, I c a n ' t  be  s p e c i f i c .  I remember something 
on t h e  123d A v i a t i o n ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  what it w a s .  

Q. Did it have t o  do w i t h  t h e i r  aexo-scout company? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  That  sounds f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  l i k e  I s a y ,  
s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember s p e c i f i c a l l y .  I d o n ' t  know. I f  I 
saw t h e  paper  now, I could t e l l  you whether  o r  n o t  I ' v e  e v e r  
s een  it b e f o r e ,  b u t  j u s t  from memory I d o n ' t  remember any 
s p e c i f i c s .  I remember having something from t h e  123d, 
r ega rd ing  t h e  123d Av ia t ion ,  but--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W a s  it Major o r  Colonel  BRANDENBURG 
who w a s  t h e  commander of t h e  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q And you a s s o c i a t e  t h i s  paper  w i t h  him o r  w i th  h i s  
p redeces so r  Colonel  HOLLADAY? 

A. I would a s s o c i a t e  it w i t h  Colonel  BRANDENBURG, 
as I remember, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  it w a s  a  complaint  o r  
any th ing .  I j u s t  remember it seemed l i k e  I had something from 
t h e  123d Av ia t ion  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

'. 
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Q Do you r e c a l l  i f  it r e l a t e d  t o  some a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
problems t h a t  t h e y  might be having? 

A. . I  r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  s ay ,  s i r ,  because I ' m  having 
t roub le  j u s t  remembering peop le ' s  names. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  
remember . 
Q. I ' m  going t o  show you a paper from t h e  AG'S  f i l e s  
a t  America1 Div i s ion ,  Exhib i t  M-44,  wi th t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h i s  
may r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  as  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  paper 
t h a t  you r e c a l l .  This  would n o t  be t h e  paper,  b u t  maybe, 
from reading  it and examining it, it w i l l  r e f r e s h  your re-
c o l l e c t i o n  as  t o  something t h a t  you may have seen r e l a t i n g  
t o  t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  

A. S i r ,  t h i s  o r d e r  looks f a m i l i a r  t o  me, it seems 
t h a t  I r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h i s  o r d e r  because reading  t h e  c i t a t i o n ,  
it sounds very f a m i l i a r ,  as  i f  I read it before .  

Q What r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  d i d  you have wi th  r e s p e c t  
t o  c i t a t i o n s ,  a s  o f  1 J u l y ?  

A. Normally, s i r ,  t h e  award elements would come 
up, t h e  o r d e r  would a l ready be c u t  by AG and it was j u s t  a 
mat t e r  of t h e  commanding genera l  s i g n i n g  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e .  
Normally on something of v a l o r  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s  I l i k e d  
t o  read  them and d i d  read  them and look a t  them f o r  admi-
n i s t r a t i v e  c o r r e c t n e s s ,  j u s t  t o  read  what t h e ,  man had done, 
and t h i s  one looks very f a m i l i a r .  I th ink  I ' v e  read it be-
fore.. . 

Q Did you s e e  it j u s t  i n  t h e  course of  reviewing
v a l o r  c i t a t i o n s  and your genera l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h a t ,  o r  d i d  
you come across  it i n  connection wi th  t h e  d ischarging  of your 
d u t i e s ?  

A .  I t h i n k  I saw it j u s t  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  of an award 
c i t a t i o n  wi th  an award c e r t i f i c a t e ,  sir. 

10: May I ask you something here?  General COOKSEY 
was the  ADC f o r  o p e r a t i o n s ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. We were under t h e  AB concept on a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  
commanders, sir. It  wasn ' t  a maneuver o r  suppor t  as  such. 

Q. What w a s  General COOKSEY respons ib le  f o r ?  
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A .  General COOKSEY had t h e  11th  Brigade, the  198th 
Brigade, and t h e  123d Aviation I b e l i e v e  was a l s o  under him, 
and the  o t h e r  support  u n i t s  and t h e  196th Brigade was under 
t h e  o t h e r  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commander, 

Q. Now d i d  General COOKSEY have anything t o  do wi th  
awards f o r  va lo r?  

A. Yes, sir.  General COOKSEY had a u t h o r i t y  t o  approve 
awards of Bronze S t a r  and of l e s s e r  degree.  

Q. Nould he approve a DFC? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q Would he probably no t  no te  it o r  give h i s  recom-
mendation t o  t h e  commanding genera l  be fo re  he looked a t  i t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  I would say t h a t  he would, s i r .  

Q. Might n o t  t h a t  be t h e  time when he saw t h i s  c i t a t i o n  
and t h e  papers r e l a t e d  t o  i t ?  

A.  Yes, s ir .  I would say t h a t  would have been t h e  t ime. 

MR MACCRATE: D o  you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any d i scuss ion  
with anyone of M - 4 4 ,  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c i t a t i o n ?  

A.  NO,  sir.  

Q. Does t h i s  i n  any way r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  as 
t o  what it was t h a t  you r e c a l l  i n  the  f i l e s  t h a t  you disposed 
of i n  connection wi th  t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ?  

A.  No, s i r ,  no t  r e a l l y .  

10: Would it h e l p  any on t h a t  s i n g l e  p i e c e  of paper 
t h a t  I mentioned t o  t e l l  you t h a t  t h i s  was a p i l o t ,  a warrant  
o f f i c e r  p i l o t  by t h e  name of THOMPSON from t h e  123d via ti on 
B a t t a l i o n ?  

No, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  any r e p o r t .  

Q It might have been i n  a l e t t e r  form, Sergeant  LOFTIS. 
We're no t  s u r e  exac t ly  what form it i s  i n .  We know the  genera l  
con ten t s ,  t h a t  it was repor ted  t o  have come from the  commanding 
o f f i c e r  of t h e  11th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade t o  t h e  commanding genera l  
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of the  America1 Divis ion .  We know t h a t  it should have been 
dated about t h e  end of March o r  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of Apr i l .  We 
know t h a t  it concerned an a l l e g a t i o n  o r  a complaint being 
made by t h i s  war ran t  o f f i c e r  a g a i n s t  ind iv idua l s  i n  Task 
Force Barker,  f o r  an opera t ion  conducted about t h e  middle 
of March 1968. W e  know t h a t  it conta ins  t h a t  much information.  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  anything, s i r .  The o r d e r  
h e r e  looks very f a m i l i a r ;  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  any o t h e r  
type of paper concerning a  warrant  o f f i c e r  of t h e  123d. 

MR MACCRATE: Would you t u r n ,  Sergeant  LOFTIS, t o  t h e  f i f t h  
s h e e t  and t e l l  us i f  you can i d e n t i f y  t h e  "OK DM" n o t a t i o n  
i n  t h e  upper r i g h t  hand corner .  We r e a l i z e  t h i s  would n o t  
o r d i n a r i l y  be anything i n  your o f f i c e ,  b u t  it miqht be t h a t  
you had seen such a w r i t e  up i n  p repara t ion  and ;ecognize 
who had done t h e  e d i t i n g  here .  

A .  S i r ,  I d o n ' t  recogrlize t h e  i n i t i a l s .  

10: Do you remember having seen t h a t  p iece  of paper
which e d i t s  and amends t h e  d r a f t  c i t a t i o n ?  

A.  No, s ir .  I d o n ' t .  I would say offhand t h a t  t h i s  
looks l i k e  an AG type e d i t  t h a t - would be done i n  t h e  award 
s e c t i o n  by t h e  w r i t e r s  p r i o r  t o  f i n a l i z i n g  the  c i t a t i o n .  I 
d o n ' t  recognize the p r i n t i n g  on it o r  t h e  i n i t i a l s .  

Q. Would you r e c a l l  t h e  name of your admin i s t r a t ive  
o f f i c e r  i n  charge of t h a t  award s e c t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  name. I remember he was a 
l i e u t e n a n t .  I'd know him when I s e e  him, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
h i s  name, sir. 

MR MACCRATE: Could it have been Captain DAMATO? 

A. No, sir.  I remember Major DAMATO, who was i n  
charge of t h e  AG personnel  s e c t i o n .  

Q Well, y o u ' l l  no te  t h a t  i n  May 1968, on an indorse-
ment, s e v e r a l  pages a f t e r  t h a t  page which you a r e  looking a t ,  
he was then a c a p t a i n ,  he d i d  s i g n  as  a s s i s k a n t  a d j u t a n t  genera l .  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. But he was n o t  t h e  one i n  charge of the  u n i t  a t  t h e  
t i m e  you were working with him l a t e r  on? 
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A. H e  was t h e r e  f o r  a  per iod  of time. I knew h i m  as  
a major, s i r ,  and he departed p r i o r  t o  my depar ture .  He must 
have been promoted during t h e  per iod  t h a t  I was a s tenographer  
f o r  General COOKSEY, because when I f i r s t  knew him he was 
a major and was i n  charge of t h e  personnel s e c t i o n ,  I b e l i e v e .  
This i s  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  I ' m  th inking  about,  John K.  SAMMET. 
Lieutenant  SAMMET was t h e  awards o f f i c e r  i n  the  AG s e c t i o n .  

Q- I t ' s  a l i t t l e  i n d i s t i n c t  on t h i s  copy. How many
M 1 s  a r e  t h e r e  i n  SAMMET? 

A. Two M ' s  a s  I r e c a l l .  

10: W e  understand t h a t  t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
t h a t  were conducted along about t h i s  t ime. One had t o  do 
with an i n c i d e n t  involv ing  a  couple of nurses  i n  Quang Ngai 
City which probably you remembered as  one of t h e  s i t u a t i o n s  
being i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  people f i n a l l y  be ing  brought t o  t r i a l  
and s o  on? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I ' m  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h a t .  

Q. You're probably f a m i l i a r  with t h e  Kham Duc inves-
t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- Conducted, as  I understand, by General GALLOWAY? 

A.  Yes, sir.  

Q- Now above and beyond those ,  do you ever  remember 
see ing  any o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which may have cons i s t ed  of 
about 5 pages which had perhaps 15 t o  20 o r  maybe even 2 5  
s ta tements  by ind iv idua l s  a t t ached  t o  it, t h e  r e p o r t  being 
prepared by Lieutenant  Colonel BARKER and indorsed ,  t h a t  would 
probably be t h e  cover s h e e t ,  indorsed o r  t r ansmi t t ed  t o  t h e  
America1 Divis ion over t h e  s i g n a t u r e  of Colonel HENDERSON, 
commanding o f f i c e r  of the  1 1 t h  Brigade. This document should 
have come i n t o  headquarters  about t h e  t ime, 15, 17 ,  20 May, 
about t h a t  pe r iod  i n  1968. Do you r e c a l l  ever  see ing  a 
document l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, sir .  

Q I f  i t  had been i n  t h e r e ,  would it be i n  your f i l e s ?  
I n  your judgment would you have recognized i t ?  
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A .  y e s ,  sir ,  I t h i n k  SO. 

&. Would you remember i t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  I t h i n k  s o .  

MR MACCRATE: D o  you r e c a l l ,  Se rgean t  LOFTIS, s h o r t l y  a f t e r  
you jo ined  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  i n  June  1968, a c t u a l l y  3 days 
a f t e r  you jo ined ,  i f  you j o i n e d ' o n  t h e  1 0  June ,  t h a t  Colonel  
BARKER was k i l l e d .  H e  w a s ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  commander of 
t h e  4 th  of t h e  3d? 

A. I r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  about  a b a t t a l i o n  commander 
b e i n g  k i l l e d ,  sir. The name BARKER d o e s n ' t  mean anyth ing  
t o  me because I d i d n ' t  know him, b u t  I d i d  h e a r  about  a 
b a t t a l i o n  commander be ing  k i l l e d .  

Q . Do you recall  i n  t h a t  c o n t e x t  any th ing  b e i n g
s a i d  r e g a r d i n g  any papers  t h a t  you had i n  t h e  f i l e s  a t  d iv-
i s i o n  headqua r t e r s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h i s  b a t t a l i o n  commander 
hav ing  been k i l l e d ?  

A. No, sir. 

& When you t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e  f i l e s  t o  Se rgean t  
DROSDICK, which you probably  d i d  some t i m e  i n  May, 1969, 
d i d  you conduct an inven to ry  w i t h  him? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I d id .  

Q I would l i k e  you t o  aga in  r e s t a t e  whether  o r  n o t ,  
to  the b e s t  of your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h e  l ogs  whish you had 
t u r n e d  over  t o  you by Se rgean t  SAIMONS, and t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  
c e r t i f i c a t e s  w e r e  i n  t h e  f i l e s  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. They were t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge. 

Q e  W i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander t h a t  w a s  
k i l l e d ;  t h i s  w a s  a r a t h e r  unusual  c i rcumstance i n  which a 
h e l i c o p t e r  and an  0-2 a i r c r a f t  had a mid-ai r  c o l l i s i o n .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  
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Q - Not only was Colonel BARKER k i l l e d ,  b u t  a l s o  
t h e  company commander was k i l l e d .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  now? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I r e c a l l  hea r ing  of  it. 

Q. You were i n  the headquar t e r s  s t a r t i n g  on 10 June 
working f o r  General  COOKSEY? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- Had t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of Kham Duc s t a r t e d  be fo re  
you a r r i v e d  o r  was it subsequent t h e r e t o ?  

A. S i r ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  it had a l r eady  s t a r t e d  p r i o r  t o  
my a r r i v a l .  

Q - Were they q u i t e  deeply engrossed i n  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  A s  I r e c a l l ,  t hey  w e r e .  

Q- By t h e  time you had taken  ove r  a s  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
NCO, Major HALLMAN was a l r eady  s e c r e t a r y  of  the  gene ra l  s t a f f ,  
i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  he was. H e  came i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of 
August and I a c t u a l l y  took over  around t h e  middle of September. 
There was an ove r l ap  t h e r e  between myself and Sergeant  
SAIMONS. H e  was s t i l l  around it seemed l i k e  a couple of 
weeks a f t e r  I had taken over .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  any f i l e s  o r  papers  be ing  p icked  
up by Major POWELL? 

A. No, sir.  

COL ARMSTRONG: What t ime p e r i o d  d i d  you p ick  up your Purp le  
Hear t?  

A. That was wh i l e  I was s t i l l  i n  t h e  i n f a n t r y  unit, 
sir ,  i n  May 1968. 

Q. Were you evacuated? 
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A. No, sir. 

Q. While you were down t h e r e  as  a squad l eader  i n  
your b a t t a l i o n ,  d i d  you h e a r  much about Task Force Barker? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. Have you ever  heard of Colonel BARKER, t he  
br igade  execut ive  o f f i c e r ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

Q - Have you ever  seen Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - Did he  come around t o  v i s i t  t h e  company a l o t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  v i s i t i n g  t h e  company. I knew 
Colonel HENDERSON i n  Hawaii, and I knew him over  t h e r e .  I 
knew he was t h e  br igade  commander. However, I never saw him 
come ou t  t o  v i s i t  t h e  company. 

10: What was your p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  4th of t h e  21st?  

A. Squad l e a d e r .  I was a squad l e a d e r  i n  Del taa 
Company, sir.  

MR MACCRATE: Did you by any chance, Sergeant LOFTIS, a s s i s t  
Sergeant  Major ROGERS o r  S p e c i l a i s t  HERRIS  i n  c o l l e c t i n g  
papers f o r  General KOSTER r i g h t  a f t e r  you a r r i v e d  and h e l p  
package them and send them on t h e i r  way? 

A.  No, s ir .  General KOSTER had a l ready depar ted  when 
I a r r i v e d  the re .  

Q Had h i s  o f f i c e  been cleaned ou t  by t h a t  time? 

A. Yes, sir. To my knowledge it had, because I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  anybody be ing  i n  t h e r e  t o  g e t  anything t o  s h i p  t o  him 
o r  anything. 

Q. Was S p e c i a l i s t  HERRIS s t i l l  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  time? 
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Yes, sir.  

Do you remember h i s  f i r s t  name? 

No, sir. I don ' t .  

Did he depar t  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ?  

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  he was around f o r  a whi le ,  sir.  I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  p i c t u r e  i n  my mind who he i s .  A s  I r e c a l l  he was 
t h e r e  with t h e  new se rgean t  major t h a t  came i n .  

Q- We understand t h a t  S p e c i a l i s t  HERRIS was General 
KOSTER's s e c r e t a r y ,  was t h e  s t e n o  r i g h t  o u t s i d e  h i s  o f f i c e .  

Now it may be t h a t  he had l e f t  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  be fo re  you a r r i v e d  

l a t e r  i n  June. 


A. Well, i f  he had h e l d  t h a t  p o s i t i o n ,  s i r ,  he would 
have had t o ,  because t h e  HERRIS I ' m  t h ink ing  about was one of 
t h e  o r d e r l i e s .  A s  I r e c a l l  he was General GALLOWAYts o rde r ly .  
The man t h a t  was i n  t h e  job a s  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ' s  
s t e n o  was VAN ABLE. 

Q. W e  know t h a t  VAN ABLE was t h e r e  a t  a l a t e r  time. 
The man who occupied the  desk p r i o r  t o  VAN ABLE is  t h e  one 
whom I was r e f e r r i n g  t o .  

A. I thought t h a t  VAN ABLE had been t h e r e  t h e  whole 
t ime, because I know he had been around a l ready about 
a  y e a r  o r  s o  when I g o t  up t h e r e .  That was my understanding. 
I thought he was t h e r e  when they o r i g i n a t e d  t h e  d i v i s i o n  under 
t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  be fo re  it was des ignated  t h e  America1 Divis ion.  

10: Task Force Oregon? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

MR MACCRATE: We understand t h a t  he was i n  t h e  headquar ters ,  
b u t  it has been i n d i c a t e d  t o  us t h a t  he only moved i n t o  t h e  
p a r t i c u l a r  p o s i t i o n  of  being s t e n o  f o r  t h e  commanding genera l  
a f t e r  General KOSTER departed.  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l ?  

A. T h a t ' s  probably r i g h t ,  sir. I remember now t a l k i n g  
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t o  him. I b e l i e v e  he s a i d  he worked as  a l e g a l  c l e r k  i n  t h e  
s i g n a l  b a t t a l i o n  o r  somcthing, s o  maybe he hadn ' t  been up 
t h e r e  long. I never knew t h e  o t h e r  man p r i o r  t o  him. 

10: Did VAN ABLE take  shorthand? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q- This  man who we understand preceded VAN ABLE d i d  
n o t  take  shorthand.  

A. Yes, s ir .  I d i d n ' t  know him a t  a l l .  He wasn ' t  
p r e s e n t  up t h e r e  when I was ass igned t o  t h e  headquarters .  

Q- Now you were t h e r e  i n  1968, you were undoubtedly
around and knew a l o t  of t h e  o ld t imers  and s o  f o r t h  around 
t h e  d i v i s i o n .  Did you ever  hea r  any r e p o r t s  o r  t a l k i n g  o r  
anything by comment, by s ta tement ,  by overhearing somebody, 
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  a warrant  o f f i c e r  had repor ted  t h e  un-
necessary k i l l i n g  of some women and c h i l d r e n ,  an a c t i o n  t h a t  
took p lace  around t h e  middle of March? 

A. No, sir. I never heard any mention of it. My f i r s t  
knowledge of it i n  any way w a s  when it appeared i n  the  news. 

Q- Did you ever  h e a r ,  whi le  you were around t h e  head- 
q u a r t e r s ,  anybody t a l k i n g  about P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you ever  hea r  anybody t a l k i n g  about My ~ a i ?  

A. I ' v e  heard My Lai mentioned p rev ious ly ,  bu t  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything a s  it r e l a t e s  t o  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  s i r .  

Q* Did you ever  hea r  anything about Son MY o r  Tu 
Cung? 

A. No, sir. Son My sounds f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  I never 
heard anything about  it, o t h e r  than  knowing it w a s  p a r t  of t h e  
A0. 
9 - Did you ever  hea r  whi le  t a l k i n g  t o  some of your 
a v i a t o r  f r i e n d s ,  maybe some o f  t h e  doorgunners o r  crew c h i e f s ,  
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you probably know more than a few of them, a s i t u a t i o n  i n  
which one of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  had h i s  machinegun t r a i n e d  on 
some of t h e  ground t roops?  

A. No, sir .  

Q • Did you know Captain MEDINA, one of t h e  b r i e f i n g
o f f i c e r s  i n  G 3  s e c t i o n ?  

A. Yes. 

Q - id you ever  hea r  any d iscuss ion  about him having
k i l l e d  a woman? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q - Did you e v e r  h e a r  anything about any VC propaganda, 
\ 
C 

something t h a t  may have been broadcas t ,  i n  l e a f l e t  form, i n  \Y 
s logans ,  i n  arm bands,  p o s t e r s ,  o r  any o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  would 4 
have been focused more o r  l e s s  on Son My, t o  revenge something 
t h a t  may have occurred  t h e r e  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  around t h e  middle 
o f  March 1968? 

A. No, sir.  There ' s  one t h i n g  I might mention, I 
d o n ' t  know i f  i t ' s  of  any s i g n i f i c a n c e  o r  n o t  t h a t  I heard 
about.  One of t h e  s i s t e r  companies i n  my u n i t  when I was i n  
t h e  f i e l d ,  had a man come up missing one n i g h t .  They s a i d  he 
s t ayed  back t o  g ive  k ids  some candy o r  something, and they 
were unable t o  l o c a t e  him. He was found t h e  fol lowing day i n  
a v i l l a g e .  From what I heard he was a l l  s l a shed  up and j u s t  
made a mockery o u t  o f ,  hung up i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  f o r  people t o  
see .  I d o n ' t  know t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  o t h e r  than  
it was around Duc Pho a r e a  where we were opera t ing .  That 
could have been something because I know t h a t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  s o r t  
of t h i n g  I had heard  of l i k e  t h a t ,  o t h e r  than  e i t h e r  j u s t  
cap tu r ing  o r  k i l l i n g .  

Q When you were i n  t h a t  o u t f i t ,  i n  D/4 /21 ,  d i d  you 
e v e r  hear  of t h e  ,VC t ak ing  a woman who had been k i l l e d  and 
spreadeagl ing  h e r  a longs ide  of a road and p u t t i n g  an 11th 
Brigade patch i n  h.er c ro tch?  

A. NO, sir. 
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Q- You never heard t h a t ?  

A. Never heard t h a t .  

Q- When you were i n  t h e  4th of  t h e  21s t ,  d i d  you ever  
h e a r  any k ind  of rumors a t  a l l  t h a t  would have made you th ink  
something unusual might have happened w i t h  Task Force Barker 
o r  t h e  11 th  Brigade, p r i o r  t o  your a r r i v a l ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q. Sergeant  LOFTIS, I a m  going t o  want you t o  s t a y  
h e r e  f o r  a day o r  two longer ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  how long w e ' l l  
have you s t a y  i n .  We a r e  going t o  r ecess  and w e  may want 
t o  c a l l  you back. We' l l  adv i se  you on t h a t .  Before we do 
r e c e s s ,  I would give you an oppor tuni ty  t o  ask  any ques t ions  
you may c a r e  t o  ask ,  o r  i f  you would l i k e  t o  e n t e r  a s t a t e -
ment i n t o  t h e  record.  

A. I d o n ' t  know of any ques t ions  o r  any s ta tements  I 
would l i k e  t o  make. This one i n c i d e n t  t h a t  I mentioned, a s  I 
r e c a l l ,  t h e  man's name was EISENHOWER. There again ,  I d o n ' t  
know i f  it has any bea r ing  on t h i s ,  b u t  I know I f e l t  k ind  of 
s t r a n g e  and I thought t h i s  was VC t a c t i c s  s o  t o  speak. I knew 
I d i d n ' t  l i k e  it i n  my own mind, t h i s  seemed a l i t t l e  immoral. 

Q Was t h i s  t o  t h e  southwest of Duc Pho? 

A. I would say more probably t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  b u t  it was 
around t h e  Duc Pho a rea .  

Q. Before we do r e c e s s ,  I would l i k e  t o  again cau t ion  
you t h a t  t h e  w r i t t e n  i n s t r u c t i o n s  which you read i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
you a r e  n o t  t o  t a l k  with o t h e r s  concerning your testimony h e r e ,  
inc lud ing  o t h e r  people t h a t  have o r  may appear be fo re  us as  
wi tnesses .  

6 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. I t  i s  conceivable  t h a t  you may be c a l l e d  be fo re  
one of t h e  congress ional  committees, more s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i f  
you a r e  c a l l e d  it would probably be t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  sub-
committee of t h e  House Armed Services  committee, which event  
your testimony h e r e  would i n  no way prec lude  o r  prevent  you 
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from t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  such a body. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Before  w e  recess, do  you have any o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ?  

A.  No, sir. 

Q W e ' l l  recess a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1600 h o u r s ,  5 February  
1970.1 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1150 hour s ,  7 February 
1970.)  

LTG PEERS: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, MR 
MACCRATE, and MAJ LYNN. 

The hea r ing  recalls Se rgean t  LOFTIS and Se rgean t  
SAIMONS. 

(SFC SAIMONS and SSG LOFTIS were r e c a l l e d  as 
w i t n e s s e s  and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  :) 

Sergean t  SAIMONS, Se rgean t  LOFTIS, I remind 
you t h a t  you remain under o a t h  b e f o r e  t h i s  hea r ing .  

10: W e  thought  it would be  a d v i s a b l e  t o  g e t  t h e  t w o  
of you t o g e t h e r  h e r e  and j u s t  t a l k  abou t  t h e  f i l e s  and t r a n s f e r  
of t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  ma in t a in ing  t h e  f i l e s  from you, 
Se rgean t  SAIMONS, t o  Se rgean t  LOFTIS and t o  d i s c u s s  what t h e  
f i l e s  looked l i k e  under you and what t h e  f i l e s  looked l i k e  
under  Se rgean t  LOFTIS and what you, Se rgean t  SAIMONS, had 
done t o  s a n i t i z e  t h e  f i l e s  and what you had done,  Se rgean t  
LOFTIS, i n  t h e  same sense .  We a l s o  want t o  g e t  ano the r  l i t t l e  
s t a t e m e n t  from you and in fo rma t ion  as t o  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  
you l e f t  t h e  f i l e s  and so f o r t h  when you t u r n e d  them over  t o  
DROSDICK. 

Q W e ' l l  s t a r t  w i t h  you,  Se rgean t  SAIMONS. J u s t  t e l l  
u s  i n  b r i e f  what you had done wi th  t h e  f i l e s  and what t hey  
looked l i k e  when you tu rned  them over t o  S e r g e a n t  LOFTIS. 

SFC SAIMONS: When I took over t h e  f i l e s  from Se rgean t  R I T C H I E ,  
w e '  11 say  t h a t  they  w e r e n ' t  i n  t o o  good o f  shape.  I e s t a b l i s h e d  
what  f i l e s  w e  had t h e r e  under t h e  Army f u n c t i o n a l  f i l i n g  
system. I ' l l  go i n t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  f i l e s  a l i t t l e  b i t .  
The t o p  drawer of  t h e  s a f e  h e l d  t h e  s e c r e t  documents and t h e  
f i l e s  t h a t  p e r t a i n  t o  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e s  of  t h e  
documents, t h e  l o g ,  c l a s s i f i e d  document l og .  The second 
drawer of t h e  s a f e  con ta ined  misce l l aneous  p a p e r s ,  n o t  t o o  
many. The t h i r d  drawer of t h e  s a f e  had some o p e r a t i o n s  
p l a n s  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t  t h a t  w e r e  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  s a f e  w i t h  
acco f a s t e n e r s  l oose  i n  t h e  back of  t h e  s a f e .  The f o u r t h  
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drawer had a b r i e f c a s e  and a f l i g h t  helmet. 

Q. Were t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents i n  t h e  t o p
drawer, o r  were they i n  with t h e  second drawer? 

SFC SAIMONS: I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  they were i n  the  t o p  drawer 
a l s o .  

, Q. What kind of f i l e  system were you using? 

SFC SAIMONS: The Army Funct ional  F i l i n g  System. 

Q. But you had it appl ied  i n d i v i d u a l l y  t o  t h e  s e c r e t  
documents and t o  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents? 

SFC SAIMONS: Y e s .  

Q Did you have a l o g  of  any kind f o r  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  
documents o r  f o r  p a r t i c u l a r  u n c l a s s i f i e d  papers? 

SFC SAIMONS: No, I d i d  no t  have one. 

Q During your pe r iod  t h e r e ,  as f a r  a s  the  f i l e s  
were concerned, I t h i n k  you i n d i c a t e d  you organized them 
a f t e r  you had taken over  from Sergeant  RITCHIE,  and then  
you continued t o  review them p e r i o d i c a l l y  t o  des t roy  those 
which were outda ted ,  s o  t o  speak. 

SFC SAIMONS: Y e s .  

Q Although you had very few. 

SFC SAIMONS: Yes, t h i s  i s  t r u e .  However, a s  f a r  as I can 
remember, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  we destroyed any c l a s s i f i e d  documents. 
I n  f a c t  I ' m  s u r e  we d i d n ' t .  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  remember whether 
w e  d i d  o r  no t .  There were q u i t e  a few papers when I i n i t i a l l y  
e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  f i l i n g  system t h a t  were go t t en  r i d  
o f ,  taken out  and burned. J u s t  exac t ly  what t h e s e  were, I 
d o n ' t  know, papers t h a t  were of no s i g n i f i c a n t  value whatso-
ever .  During my pe r iod  t h e r e ,  nothing was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  the 
record  hold ing  a rea .  That I s  about it. 

MR MACCRATE: Well, I t h i n k  I ' d  l i k e  t o  hea r  Sergeant  LOFTIS 

(LOFTIS) 
(SAIMONS) 

APP T-323 
APP T-324 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


g i v e  us h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  what he f i r s t  s a w  when he went t o  
t h i s  s a f e .  

SSG LOFTIS: Well,  s i r ,  when I f i r s t  took o v e r  from Sergeant  
SAIMONS, t h e  f i l e s  were under t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  f i l i n g  system. 
H e  had s e t  them up. However, I thought  t hey  needed a l i t t l e  
more working on,  which he h a d n ' t  had t h e  t ime t o  do. P r i o r  
t o  s i g n i n g  f o r  t h e  documents, I b e l i e v e  I ' m  c o r r e c t  i n  s ay ing  
t h a t  we d i d  d e s t r o y  some a t  t h a t  t ime p r i o r  t o  m e  s i g n i n g  f o r  
them, wi th  t h e  SGS's approva l .  Again, papers  t h a t  w e r e  of  no 
s i g n i f i c a n c e  o r  d i d n ' t  seem t o  be  o f  any importance and when 
I--


Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Which one of  you reviewed t h e  
documents a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  o r  d i d  you bo th  review t h e  documents 
t h a t  were-- 

SSG LOFTIS: K e l l ,  p r i o r  t o  me s i g n i n g  f o r  them, Se rgean t  
SAIMONS made a review of  t h e  documents. A f t e r  I s igned  f o r  
them, t hen  it was my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a long  w i t h  the s e c u r i t y  
c o n t r o l  o f f i c e r  t o  review them and t o  de te rmine  what was 
e s s e n t i a l  and n o n e s s e n t i a l .  

SFC SAIMONS : Our b i g g e s t  problem was t r y i n g  t o  come up w i t h  
a l l  t h e s e  documents s o  Bob could s i g n  f o r  t h e m .  

SSG LOFTIS: W e  d i d  have an accountab le  r e c o r d  though. They 
were a l l  accounted f o r  t h a t  I s i g n e d  f o r .  Immediately a f t e r  
I s igned  f o r  them, I implemented my own system. There was 
no th ing  wrong w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  system e x c e p t  I had j u s t  been 
accustomed t o  doing it a d i f f e r e n t  way. I t h i n k  I mentioned 
t h i s  t h e  o t h e r  day. You have two systems o f  logging  and 
c o n t r o l l i n g  documents, one where you use  the m u l t i p l e  
document e n t r y  p e r  page, one fo l lowing  t h e  o t h e r  cont inuous ly  
p e r  l o g  s h e e t .  I p r e f e r  t o  use t h e  s i n g l y  e n t r y  system, one 
document p e r  l o g  s h e e t  page. What I d i d  t h e n  w a s  t r a n s f e r  t h e  
a c t i v e  e n t r i e s .  I a c t u a l l y  typed  them o u t  on new l o g  s h e e t s  
and p u t  one document p e r  page. I ' m  speak ing  of s e c r e t  
documents on ly .  W e  had no c o n f i d e n t i a l  l o g s .  I made a 
n o t a t i o n  of t h i s  on t h e  remarks s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  l o g  s h e e t ,  
t h e  l o g  s h e e t s  where t h e  e n t r i e s  were r eco rded  under t h e  
system t h a t  Se rgean t  SAIMONS was u t i l i z i n g ,  t h a t  of a  m u l t i p l e  
t ype  e n t r y .  I l i n e d  through t h o s e  and i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  remarks 
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t h a t  t h e  e n t r i e s  or t h e  documents had been t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  new 
l o g  s h e e t s  under t h e  same con t ro l  number. I d i d n ' t  ass ign  it 
a new number. I then  took those s h e e t s ,  which were now i n -
a c t i v e ,  and p laced  them i n  t h e  i n a c t i v e  f i l e .  

Q. HOW w a s  t h e  i n a c t i v e  f i l e  designated? 

SSG LOFTIS: This ,  i f  I ' m  no t  mistaken, would have been t h e  
c l a s s i f i e d  documents inventory f i l e .  It would have been i n  
504.10, I be l i eve .  I ' m  no t  s u r e  of t h e  i a s t  d i g i t .  I know 
it w a s  504. And t h i s  f i l e ,  t he  d i s p o s i t i o n  of i t ,  was t o  
hold  it i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  f i l e s  a r e a  f o r  a  per iod  of 2 yea r s .  
These i n a c t i v e  log s h e e t s  should be i n  the  f i l e s  today because 
I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  the 2 year  per iod  has expired.  

Q Can you t e l l  us where i n  t h e  four  drawers of t h e  
f i l i n g  c a b i n e t  you l e f t  such mate r i a l ?  

S S G  LOFTIS: Well t h e s e  l o g  s h e e t s ,  s i r ,  a r e  u n c l a s s i f i e d .  W e  
never logged any c l a s s i f i e d  t i t l e s ,  and they would have been 
f i l e d  i n  t h e  u n c l a s s i f i e d  f i l i n g  cabine t  i n  t h e  admin o f f i c e .  
I t  was a four-drawer, lock-type, r e g u l a r  f i l i n g  cab ine t .  And 
they would have been f i l e d  i n  t h e  func t iona l  f i l e s  a r e a  i n  t h a t  
cab ine t ,  s i n c e  no c l a s s i f i e d  information was involved on those  
log  s h e e t s .  The a c t i v e  r e g i s t e r ,  however, was maintained i n  
t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  document s a f e  by regu la t ion .  I t  was kept  with 
t h e  s e c r e t ,  and it was f i rs t  p r i o r i t y  f o r  evacuat ion i n  t h e  
event  of emergency d e s t r u c t i o n .  I d i d  a l i t t l e  reorganiz ing  
of t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  documents conta iner  a t  t h a t  t ime,  because 
as  I say ,  every admin NCO has h i s  own p a r t i c u l a r  system he is  
used t o  opera t ing  wi th  and t o  provide a b e t t e r  c o n t r o l  of 
documents. I p r e f e r  t o  use t h i s  system. So t h e r e f o r e  I re-
organized t h e  documents, brought my c o n f i d e n t i a l  and s e c r e t  
toge the r .  There may have been some u n c l a s s i f i e d  papers with 
documents t h a t  would have d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  the  documents i n  
t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  documents con ta ine r .  I marked each f o l d e r ,  
t h a t  being e i t h e r  s e c r e t  o r  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  I a f f i x e d  new 
l a b e l s  t o  t h e  f o l d e r s  wi th  a l i t t l e  more d e t a i l e d  d i s p o s i t i o n .  
That was one of  t h e  a reas  t h a t  Sergeant  SAIMONS h a d n ' t  had 
the oppor tuni ty  t o  work on. I j u s t  went by t h e  book and pu t  
new l a b e l s  on them. I e s t a b l i s h e d  my bottom drawer as  a de-
s t r u c t i o n  hold ing  a r e a  f o r  any c l a s s i f i e d  waste m a t e r i a l ,  such 
as  typewr i t e r  r ibbons ,  carbon paper ,  e t  c e t e r a ,  P e r i o d i c a l l y ,  
when I got  a few papers  i n  t h i s  drawer, I would t a k e  them and 
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des t roy  them under t h e  procedure p resc r ibed ,  using a d i s -
i n t e r e s t e d  person as a wi tness ,  who was appointed on orders .  
W e  would des t roy  t h i s  c l a s s i f i e d  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  was waste.  
I d id  make a review of the  f i l e s  a f t e r  I had been i n  t h e  job 
f o r  a while  and determined t h a t  some of them were unnecessary,  
a f t e r  t a l k i n g  with t h e  SGS. I d i d  make d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i -  
c a t e s ,  I th ink  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  o r  four  dur ing  t h e  per iod I was 
t h e r e .  These d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e s  again contained no 
c l a s s i f i e d  information and were f i l e d  i n  t h e  u n c l a s s i f i e d  f i l e  
cab ine t  i n  t h e  admin o f f i c e  under, I b e l i e v e  t h a t  f i l e  c o n t r o l  
number i s  504.09, if I ' m  n o t  mistaken. I t ' s  an unreg i s t e red  
d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e  f i l e ,  and I b e l i e v e  the  d i s p o s i t i o n  
on t h i s  f i l e  i s  a holding of 2 years  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  f i l e s  a r e a .  
So it should s t i l l  be t h e r e .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  under the  system 
Sergeant  SAIMONS was us ing ,  they were des t roy ing  t h e  docu- 
ments by making an en t ry  on t h e  back of t h e  log  s h e e t  and n o t  
prepar ing  a s e p a r a t e  d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e .  This i s  per-
miss ib le  i n  Vietnam. I t ' s  an accepted system, and I be l i eve  
t h a t ' s  the  system t h a t  you were using. I h a d n ' t  been used 
t o  doing t h i s .  It  meant a l i t t l e  more work, b u t  I p re fe r red  
t o  prepare t h e  r e g u l a r  d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e  forms, t h a t  
be ing ,  I b e l i e v e ,  a DA 546. This form can prepare  up t o  t e n  
pages,  c u t  o f f  t h e  bottom of a l l  pages except  the  l a s t  one,  
which has t o  be au then t i ca ted  by t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f f i c i a l  and 
t h e  wi tness ing  o f f i c i a l ,  and a l l  of t h e  pages would have t o  
be i n i t i a l l e d ,  of course.  And t h i s  is  t h e  manner i n  which I 
prepared my d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e s .  Once I destroyed 
documents, I brought t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e  back and 
g o t  ou t  my log  book and went through and posted a l l  c e r t i f i -  
c a t e s  t h a t  I had destroyed,  made t h e  appropr ia t e  remarks, 
removed t h e s e  l o g  shee t s  which now would become i n a c t i v e ,  and 
placed them i n  t h e  i n a c t i v e  f i l e ,  again i n  t h e  504 s e r i e s .  
I then  made annota t ion  on my d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e  t h a t  
it had been posted and t h e  d a t e  and my i n i t i a l s  and placed 
t h a t  i n  t h e  f i l e .  This i s  t h e  e n t i r e  procedure t h a t  was used. 
The log  s h e e t s  were posted,  a f t e r  a phys ica l  d e s t r u c t i o n  was 
made, by me, being the  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f f i c i a l  and t h e  wi tness ,  
t h e  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  person. One p o i n t  t h a t  I b e l i e v e  Sergeant 
SAIMONS may have fo rgo t t en ,  and I d i d n ' t  mention it t h e  
o t h e r  day, was t h a t  t h e  second drawer i n  t h i s  documents con-
t a i n e r  was locked and you were unable t o  open it a t  the  time 
I took over.  I understood from conversa t ion  with Sergeant  
SAIMONS t h a t  t h e  only t h i n g  i n  t h e r e  was a f l i g h t  helmet. 
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10: The second drawer, o r  t h e  bottom drawer? 

SSG LOFTIS: The second drawer, sir.  I t  was--

SFC SAIMONS: ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  You might c l a r i f y  t h a t  a l i t t l e  
b i t  too.  The second--the helmet was i n  t h e  four th  drawer. I 
c a n ' t  remember whether t h e  helmet was taken from t h e  f o u r t h  
drawer because that--remember when you came up t o  go to 'work 
' t he re ,  we decided we'd use t h a t  bottom drawer f o r  a d i s p o s a l  
t o  keep our  c l a s s i f i e d  waste? This helmet was pu t  i n  the  
second drawer--third drawer? Second o r  t h i r d  drawer. I--

SSG LOFTIS: ( In te rpos ing)  I t  was t h e  second t h a t  was frozen,  
I ' m  p o s i t i v e  of  t h a t .  

SFC SAIMONS: ~ n dthen we cou ldn ' t  g e t  the-- 

MR MACCRATE: ( In te rpos ing)  Frozen? 

SFC SAIMONS: We c o u l d n ' t  g e t  t h e  drawer open. 

SSG LOFITS: Well, I be l i eve  t h i s  happened while  you were 
t h e r e .  you c losed  the  drawer one day and i t  locked. The 
gadget t h a t  f a l l s  i n  p lace ,  t h e  locking device should c l i c k  
down and allow it t o  open. Howsver, these  th ings  were locked 
i n  p lace  and they would never open. je rk ing  on it o r  anything. 
SO, due t o  t h e  l i m i t e d  number of safcz  i n  Vietnam and t h e  a b i l i -
t y  t o  g e t  one, it was almost imposs ib1~- - the re  was no s e c u r i t y  
danger involved i n  "is because it was locked and it c o u l d n ' t  
be opened wi thout  a blow to rch  o r  some o t h e r  means. Well, t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  nothing i n  t h e r e  b u t  t h i s  f l i g h t  helmet, 
it was j u s t  l e c t  t h a t  way and w e  used t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  drawers 
of t h e  s a f e .  

SFC SAIMONS: I t h i n k  I might add here  t h a t  t h a t  drawer, i f  I 
remember c ~ r r e c t l y ,  was eventua l ly  opened, and t h e  f l i g h t  he l -  
me was taken ou t .  The f l i g h t  helmet--I remember t h e  f l i g h t  
helmet being l a id - - se t  i n  a c h a i r  f o r  a long time t h e r e  by 
Lieutenant  CAMPBELL'S desk. 

SSF LOFTIS: Well, I d o n ' t  know t h i s .  I t  would have e i t h e r  
been take^ o u t  dur ing  your time o r  a f t e r  my t ime,  because I 
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know dur ing  my e n t i r e  per iod  t h e r e  t h a t  t h e  t h i n g  was locked. 
I never go t  i n t o  t h a t  second drawer. A l l  my f i l i n g  was i n  t h e  
top  drawer wi th  my documents r e g i s t e r .  The t h i r d  drawer, I 
b e l i e v e  I had a MACV SOP loose-leaf  b inder  type t h i n g  t h a t  
was too  bulky t o  s tand  up and f i t  i n  t h e  normal f i l e .  I may 
have had some loose papers i n  t h e r e  f o r  o f f i c i a l  use only.  
had a few of those  i n  t h e r e .  I b e l i e v e  it was PM type r e p o r t s  
t h a t  were i n  t h e r e  f o r  a per iod  of time t h a t  were j u s t  being 
held.  They were not  i n  a f i l e .  They were j u s t  information 
type th ings  t h a t  t h e  chief  of s t a f f  was i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  and 
I h e l d  them j u s t  i n  t h e  drawer. My bottom drawer was used 
as  a d e s t r u c t i o n  mate r i a l  drawer. I kept  a laundry bag i n  
t h e r e  which I used t o  crumple t h e  papers up and put  i n  when 
I d i d  make d e s t r u c t i o n ,  and the  d e s t r u c t i o n  waste ,  c l a s s i f i e d  
waste ,  was t h e  only th ings  I had i n  t h a t  drawer. 

10: W e l l ,  d i d n ' t  somebody a t  about t h i s  time s o r t  of 
blow through t h e  roof wanting t o  g e t  a paper and somebody 
s a i d  t h a t  i t ' s  i n  t h e  second drawer and we c a n ' t  g e t  t h e  
drawer open? 

SSG LOFTIS: No, n o t  t o  my knowledge, sir.  I t  was never a 
n e c e s s i t y  t o  open t h a t  second drawer a t  anytime. And I just--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  I take  it you never knew what was 
i n  t h e  second drawer? 

SSG LOFTIS: No, s ir .  I never once saw i n  t h a t  second drawer. 
I j u s t  went by word t h a t  t h e r e  was noth ing  i n  t h e r e .  

MR MACCRATE: Now I t h i n k  your r e c o l l e c t i o n s  have no t  com-
p l e t e l y  squared he re .  You've each l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  o t h e r ,  
and what w e t r e  going t o  do i s  t o  s e e  i f  we can t r a c e  t h i s  
through once again.  Now, have you f i n i s h e d  Sergeant  LOFTIS? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. I would l i k e  Sergeant SAIMONS now t o  th ink  back 
i n  t h e  l i g h t  of Sergeant LOFTIS' r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

SFC SAIMONS: A t  one t ime, t h a t  drawer was locked and unopened. 
We c o u l d n ' t  g e t  i n t o  t h a t  drawer. However, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
when, we were a b l e  t o  g e t  t h a t  drawer open, and we took t h a t  
f l i g h t  helmet out  and t h a t  f l i g h t  helmet kep t  ending up i n  t h e  
f o u r t h  drawer. Everytime I ' d  t u r n  around it would be down i n  
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t h e  f o u r t h  drawer where Lieutenant  CAMPBELL would put  it. I 
used t h a t  second drawer f o r  miscellaneous papers and th ings .  

10: What's a miscellaneous paper? 

SFC SAIMONS: J u s t  a l l  t h e  th ings  t h a t  were h e l d  f o r  r e fe rence ,  
papers ,  papers of  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  chief  of s t a f f ,  t o  t h e  
genera l .  Also i n  t h a t  second drawer I maintained t h e  DAC's  
f o l d e r s  t h a t  I had i n  t h e r e  f o r  them and t h e  f o l d e r  f o r  Colonel 
PARSON. 

MR MACCRATE: Well was t h i s  before  it was frozen shu t?  

SFC SAIMONS: No, t h i s  was a f t e r  w e  opened it, a f t e r  we were 
a b l e  t o  open t h e  drawer. 

Q. But now Sergeant  LOFTIS was t h e r e  a f t e r  you w e r e .  d 
0

SFC SAIMONS: Y e s ,  sir. 3 
3 

Q And he says he never saw i n  t h a t  drawer. Now one 
of your r e c o l l e c t i o n s  i s  i n c o r r e c t .  

SSG LOFTIS: I ' m  p o s i t i v e  I d i d n ' t ,  s ir .  When I signed f o r  
t h e  s a f e ,  t h e  drawer was locked and Sergeant SAIMONS had t o l d  
m e  t h a t  when he c losed  it one day t h a t  the  l a t c h e s  had f l i p p e d  
and it wouldn't  open anymore. I never saw i n  the  drawer. I 
debated on whether o r  n o t  t o  have it c u t  i n t o ,  b u t  again due 
t o  t h e  shor tages  i n  c l a s s i f i e d  document con ta ine r s ,  it j u s t  
wasn ' t  f e a s i b l e  a t  t h e  time. 

Q Your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  Sergeant  LOFTIS, i s  t h a t  t h i s  
second drawer was s e a l e d  when you a r r ived .  

SSG LOFTIS: Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- ~ n ds e a l e d  when you l e f t .  

S S G  LOFTIS: Right,  sir.  

Q It  never  used f o r  your e n t i r e  per iod?  So whatever 
w a s  i n  t h e r e  when you a r r i v e d  should have been t h e r e  when you 
l e f t ?  

SSG LOFTIS: Right,  s ir .  
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Q. And you had been t o l d  t h a t  it j u s t  contained a  
f l i g h t  helmet. 

SSG LOFTIS: Rightp  s i r .  

Q. But as  f a r  as  you know, t h a t  was j u s t  what someone 
t o l d  you. 

SSG LOFTIS: Yes, s ir .  I f  you remember when I s igned over f o r  
t h e  documents, Sergeant SAIMONS, we took t h a t  t o p  drawer out  
and r s a i d ,  "Well, t h e r e  must be a  way we can open i t , "  and we 
looked a t  every p o s s i b l e  way, and t h e r e  was j u s t  no way t o  g e t  
i n t o  it because t h e  second drawer i s  covered with an asbes tos  
block i n  t h e r e  o r  something t h a t  you j u s t  have t o  c u t  i n t o  it. 

here's no way t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  l a t c h e s  by t a k i n g  ou t  the  top  
drawer o r  t h e  t h i r d  drawer down. 

I0: Did you ever  c o n t a c t  your C I D  people t o  ask them 
t o  open it f o r  you? 

SSG LOFTIS: I d i d n ' t ,  sir.  

SFC SAIMONS: No. 

SSG LOFTIS: I pointed t h i s  o u t  t o  t h e  C I D  people when I was 
given a s e c u r i t y  inspec t ion  a t  one t i m e .  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  
o f f i c e r ' s  name, b u t  I know he was a  warrant  o f f i c e r .  A t  t h a t  
t ime, I a l s o  poin ted  ou t  o t h e r  th ings .  I f e l t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n  
i t s e l f  needed some work done on it i n  t h e  way of s e c u r i t y  because 
t h e  phys ica l  appearance of t h e  b u i l d i n g  i t s e l f .  I t  r e a l l y  
wasn ' t  t h e  b e s t  s e c u r i t y  type b u i l d i n g ,  I f e l t .  But t h e r e  
again,  we were l i m i t e d  i n  resources  and th ings  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
make t h e  b u i l d i n g  more secure .  The r e p o r t  of the  inspec t ion  
was f i l e d  by me, and t h e r e  were numerous t h i n g s  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  
were pointed o u t ,  such as  adding a lock t o  doors ,  doing some- 
t h i n g  t o  t h e  windows where they wouldn ' t  be a b l e  t o  gain access ,  
and t h i s  s o r t  of th ing .  There was no a c t i o n  o t h e r  than work 
o rde r s  pu t  i n ,  and t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, some of t h e  
work was done, bu t  n o t  a l l  of  it i n  t h e  way of c o r r e c t i n g  these  
d e f i c i e n c i e s  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i t s e l f .  The headquarters  
commandant d i d  t ake  a c t i o n  on some of t h e  d e f i c i e n c i e s ,  I 
remember, t h a t  were des ignated  i n  t h e  r e p o r t .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you ever  remember see ing ,  Sergeant  LOFTIS, 
a f l i g h t  helmet and a  b r i e f  case anywhere i n  t h e  SGS s a f e ?  

(LOFTISJ APP T-323 
(SAIMONS APP T-324 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

SSG LOFTIS: I never  saw t h e  f l i g h t  helmet,  sir.  The b r i e f  
case I cou ldn ' t  s ay  yes o r  no i f  I d i d  s e e  one. There w a s  
probably one i n  t h e r e .  

Q. you d o n ' t  remember t h e  drawer it was i n ?  

SSG LOFTIS: No, s ir ,  I d o n ' t .  When I accepted t h e  respon-
s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  s a f e  and t h e  documents, e t  c e t e r a ,  I removed 
any m a t e r i a l  which was n o t  documents because t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  
r e q u i r e s  t h a t  you have no extraneous ma te r i a l  on t h e  s a f e  
o r  i n  t h e  s a f e .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  s i n c e  been changed. You're 
allowed t o  s t o r e  s e n s i t i v e  m a t e r i a l  i n  t h e  s a f e ,  o t h e r  than  
c l a s s i f i e d  f i l e s  i n  t h e  event  t h a t  you ' r e  no t  u t i l i z i n g  a l l  
t h e  space i n  t h e  s a f e .  The only t h i n g  t h a t  I l e f t  on t o p  of 
t h e  s a f e  was a box conta in ing  grenades f o r  t h e  purpose of 
d e s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  event  of an emergency d e s t r u c t i o n .  

Q Let  m e  ask about t h e  t o p  drawer again.  I understood 
Sergeant  SAIMONS t o  say t h a t  it contained both s e c r e t  documents 
and c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents. I understood you t o  say ,  Sergeant  
LOFTIS,  t h a t  you had been t h e  one t o  b r i n g  c o n f i d e n t i a l  and 
s e c r e t  documents toge the r .  Is t h e r e  a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

SFC SAIMONS: No, I might c l a r i f y  t h a t  a l i t t l e  b i t .  My con-
f i d e n t i a l  documents were kep t  i n  s e p a r a t e  f o l d e r s  from t h e  
s e c r e t  f o l d e r s ,  and I t h i n k  probably what Bob d i d  w a s  t a k e  
o u t  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  f o l d e r s  and marry t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  ma t t e r  
wi th  t h e  s e c r e t  ma t t e r .  Am I r i g h t ?  

SSG LOFTIS : Tha t ' s  . c o r r e c t .  I th ink  t h e r e  was some confiden-
t i a l  i n  t h i s  t o p  drawer. I won't  say t h a t  t h e r e  wasn ' t  any. 
Some of t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  I b e l i e v e  was i n  t h e  t h i r d  drawer. 
What I d i d  w a s ,  i f  it should be under t h e  same f i l e  des igna to r ,  
even though t h e  f o l d e r  i t s e l f  contained s e c r e t  m a t e r i a l ,  i f  
t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  should have been i n  t h a t  f i l e ,  then  I placed 
it i n  t h a t  f i l e .  

Q Were t h e r e  any f o l d e r s  t h a t  you ever  saw f o r  t h e  
ADC o r  f o r  t h e  commanding genera l?  

SSG LOFTIS: To t h e  b e s t  of my memory, t h e r e  was an envelope 
i n  t h e r e  t h a t  had "Personal ,  f o r  t h e  commanding genera l "  on it. 

Q • This  would have been f o r  General GETTYS? 
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SSG LOFTIS: Y e s ,  s ir ,  I ' b e l i e v e  s o .  There  aga in  I d o n ' t  know 
e x a c t l y  what t h e  envelope conta ined .  

Q- And which drawer was t n a t  i n ?  

SSG LOFTIS: This  w a s  i n  t h e  t h i r d  drawer ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my 
knowledge, sir. 

SFC SAIMONS: I t h i n k  I might be  a b l e  t o  c l e a r  t h a t  up a l i t t l e  
b i t .  I f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  t h e  second drawer t o  t h e  s a f e ,  
where I main ta ined  t h e  misce l laneous  matter,  became s t u c k  one 
day. Major POWELL and I d i s c u s s e d  t h a t  drawer b e i n g  s t u c k  
because he had d i f f i c u l t y  one t ime g e t t i n g  it open, and t h e n  
I had d i f f i c u l t y  g e t t i n g  it open. And I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  w e  
took  t h a t  s t u f f  o u t  of  t h e r e  and p u t  it i n  t h e  t h i r d  drawer.  
W e  took t h e  f l i g h t  helmet and t h e  b r i e f  case and,  i f  I r e m e h e r  
c o r r e c t l y ,  I d o n ' t  remember e v e r  looking  i n  t h a t  b r i e f  c a s e ,  
put  it i n s i d e  t h a t  second drawer and c l o s e d  i t .  A t  one t i m e  
or the o t h e r ,  I know w e  g o t  t h a t  drawer open. Because w e  
managed t o  g e t  t h e  f l i g h t  he lmet  o u t  of there. The drawer w a s  
s t u c k .  I remember t h a t ,  t h e  drawer b e i n g  s t u c k .  But I also 
remember g e t t i n g  it open one t i m e  and g e t t i n g  t h a t  f l i g h t  
helmet  and t h e  b r i e f  case o u t  of  t h e r e .  And w e  l a i d  them i n  
t h e  c h a i r  r i g h t  n e x t  t o  L ieu tenan t  CAMPBELL'S desk.  The 
f l i g h t  he lmet ,  n o t  t h e  b r i e f  c a s e ,  t h e  f l i g h t  helmet  k e p t  
end ing  up i n  t h e  f o u r t h  drawer down i n  t h e  bottom drawer.  
And I k e p t  t a k i n g  it o u t  and p u t t i n g  it back.  This  appa ren t ly  
must have been a t  t h e  t i m e ,  r i g h t  around the t i m e  t h a t  
Se rgean t  LOFTIS took over  t h a t  s t u f f ,  o r  d u r i n g  t h e  t ime 
t h a t  he w a s  t h e r e .  

I0: What d i d  DROSDfCX s a y  when you t u r n e d  ove r  t o  him 
the s a f e  t h a t  you c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  him what w a s  i n  t h e  second 
drawer? 

SSG LOFTIS: W e l l  he  d i d  t h e  same t h i n g  a s  I d i d ,  s i r .  H e  
j u s t  accep ted  it a t  my word. I thought  t h e  f l i g h t  helmet  
w a s  s t i l l  i n  t h e r e ,  and t h i s  i s  what I t o l d  him. I s a i d  
t h e  second d rawer ' s  s t u c k , .  We c a n ' t  g e t  it open. The re ' s  
on ly  a f l i g h t  helmet  i n  t h e r e ,  and no documents were miss ing  
i n  accordance w i t h  ou r  i nven to ry ,  and he s i g n e d  f o r  it j u s t  
as I d i d .  

Q. Would n o t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  remain though,  t h a t  t h e r e  
were some c o n f i d e n t i a l  o r  o t h e r  documents t h a t  might be  i n  t h e r e  
tha t - -
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SFC SAIMONS: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, s ir ,  because I can remember 
having t h a t  drawer open. That drawer was open a t  one t i m e .  

Q ~ u tdo  you remember t ak ing  every th ing  o u t  of it 
though? 

SFC SAIMONS: Y e s ,  sir.  Oh, yes ,  yes .  I n  f a c t  I moved every-
th ing .  I know w e  moved everything o u t  of t h a t  drawer. 

Q. ~t one t i m e ,  you know, you t o l d  m e  t h a t  you had 
your  s e c r e t  i n  the t o p  drawer. 

SFC SAIMONS: Y e s ,  sir. 

Q And t h a t  was a l l .  And you k e p t  your c o n f i d e n t i a l  
and o t h e r  documents t h a t  you d i d n ' t  l og  i n  i n  the second drawer. 

SFC SAIMONS: Y e s ,  sir. I may have t o l d  you t h a t  b e f o r e  o u r  
IG i n s p e c t i o n  I p u t  a l l  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  i n  one drawer a long  w i t h  
t h e  logs  and a l l  of t h e  o t h e r  papers .  I th ink  Sergeant  LOFTIS 
i s  t h e  one t h a t  e s t a b l i s h e d  t a k i n g  o u t  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i -
c a t e s  and p u t t i n g  t h e m  i n  the o t h e r  f i l i n g  c a b i n e t  o u t  i n  t h e  
o t h e r  o f f i c e .  To my r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h e r e  was some c o n f i d e n t i a l  
ma t t e r .  Most of  it, however, was non-c la s s i f i ed  i n  t h e  o t h e r  
drawer. 

Q Now where is  t h i s  o t h e r  s a f e ,  Sergeant  LOFTIS, t h a t  
you k e p t  your l o g s  and your d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e s  i n ?  

SSG LOFTIS: S i r ,  t h i s  i s  j u s t  a r e g u l a r  f i l i n g  c a b i n e t  t h a t ' s  
i n  t h e  admin o f f i c e  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  SGS o f f i c e .  

Q. I n  your  o f f i c e ?  

sSG LOFTIS: I n  my o f f i c e ,  r i g h t ,  sir.  I t  s a t  t o  t h e  l e f t  of 
my desk by t h e  w a l l .  

Q. yes.  So t h e r e  was one s a f e  then--

SSG LOFTIS: ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  One s a f e .  

Q- That w a s  i n  t h e  SGS o f f i c e .  

SSG LOFTIS: Y e s ,  sir. 

(LOFTIS) ' 

(SAIMONS) 
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Q And t h a t  was a lock  s a f e .  

SSG LOFTIS: This  was a combination lock s a f e .  

Q You had another  j u s t  p l a i n  o l d  drawer f i l i n g
cab ine t .  

SSG LOFTIS: Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- I n  your  o f f  i c e .  

SSG LOFTIS: Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q And i n  t h a t  o f f i c e  you a l s o  k e p t  your o l d  logs
and your o l d  c e r t i f i c a t e s  of d e s t r u c t i o n .  

SSG LOFTIS: Right ,  sir.  

Q- And t o  t h e  b e s t  of your knowledge, t h a t  second 
drawer of t h a t  s a f e  was n o t  open when you depar ted?  

SSG LOFTIS: T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  sir.  

MR MACCRATE: Now, Sergeant  SAIMONS, where would your c e r t i -
f i c a t e s  of d e s t r u c t i o n  be t h a t  w e r e  p l aced  on t h e  back of t h e  
log? Where w e r e  they when you turned  them over  t o  Sergeant  
LOFTIS? Where would they be p h y s i c a l l y ?  

SFC SAIMONS: I n  t h e  s a f e .  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  I had them i n  t h e  
t o p  drawer,  t o  t h e  back,  behind t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents. 

9- Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  e v e r  see ing  t h o s e ,  
Sergeant  LOFTIS? 

SSG LOFTIS: Y e s ,  s i r ,  I d i d  see them. W e  made an inventory  
of  which t h e s e  were inc luded  i n  t h e  inventory .  

Q And where would you have p u t  t hose?  

SSG LOFTIS: I would have f i l e d  those  i n  t h e  c .&inet ,  t h e  un-
c l a s s i f i e d  f i l i n g  c a b i n e t  i n  my o f f i c e  w i t h  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  
c e r t i f i c a t e  f o l d e r .  

Q. I had understood you t o  s a y ,  Se rgean t  SAIMONS, t h a t  
you used c l a s s i f i e d  d e s c r i p t i v e  in fo rma t ion ,  and t h e r e f o r e  
t h a t  you had k e p t  t h e s e  pages i n  t h e  s a f e  because of t h a t ?  

(LOFTIS) 
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SFC SAIMONS: Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h a t  ' s  on t h e  log.  T h a t ' s  t h e  a c t i v e  
l o g ,  and I a l s o  k e p t  t h e  i n a c t i v e  l o g  i n  t h e r e  t o o .  The a c t i v e  
l o g  i t s e l f  must be main ta ined  i n  t h e  s a f e ,  s ir .  

Q But do I unders tand t h a t  when t h e  material becomes 
i n a c t i v e  t h a t  it i s  immediately d e c l a s s i f i e d ?  

SFC SAIMONS: No, n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y .  

Q 0 Thi s  is  what I d o n ' t  unders tand.  I f  t h i s  is  
in format ion  t h a t  i s  c l a s s i f i e d  and then  d e a c t i v a t e d ,  it would 
s t i l l  be  c l a s s i f i e d  in fo rma t ion  and it s t i l l  shou ld  belong 
i n  t h e  s a f e ,  I would suppose.  

S F C  SAIMONS: Y e s ,  s ir .  

SSG LOFTIS: To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, s i r ,  t h e r e  was no 
c l a s s i f i e d  in fo rma t ion  on t h e s e  d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e s  
t h a t  Sergeant  SAIMONS had prepared  p rev ious ly .  I f  t h e r e  
had been,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I would have pu t  them i n  u n c l a s s i f i e d  
f i l i n g  c a b i n e t .  I f  I d i d ,  i t ' s  a s e c u r i t y  e r r o r  on my p a r t  
that  I d i d n ' t  see it. 

10: So when you changed your  e n t i r e  f i l i n g  system,  
t h e  o l d  l o g s  would have become a n t i q u a t e d ,  would they  n o t ?  

SSG LOFTIS: W e l l  t h e  o l d  l o g  s h e e t s ,  once I t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e  
a c t i v e  e n t r i e s  t o  new l o g  s h e e t s ,  would have become i n a c t i v e ,  
s ir ,  because I l i n e d  through t h e  e n t r i e s ,  made a n o t a t i o n  t h a t  
t hey  were t r a n s f e r r e d .  I f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  when I d i d  
t r a n s f e r  them, I b e l i e v e  some of  t h e  e n t i r e s  d i d  c o n t a i n  
c l a s s i f i e d  t i t l e s .  A t  t h i s  t ime ,  I made a s h o r t  t i t l e  o u t  
of t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  t i t l e s ,  which i s  pe rmis s ib l e .  You can 
t a k e  t h e  f i r s t  le t te r  of  each word and run it cont inuous ly  
i n  a l l  caps ,  and it becomes an u n c l a s s i f i e d  s h o r t  t i t l e .  This  
i s  what I would have done on any e n t r y  t h a t  might have been 
c l a s s i f i e d  from t h e  o l d  l o g  s h e e t s .  I c a n ' t  remember d i s -
t i n c t l y  i f  t h e r e  w a s  some c l a s s i f i e d  e n t r i e s  on t h e  l o g  s h e e t s .  
I t  seems t h a t  t h e r e  were ,  b u t  I f e e l  s u r e  t h a t  i f  t hey  were, 
I ' d  f i l e  t h o s e  l o g  s h e e t s  i n  the c l a s s i f i e d  documents con-
t a i n e r .  Any u n c l a s s i f i e d  ones would have been f i l e d  i n  t h e  
u n c l a s s i f i e d  f i l i n g  c a b i n e t .  

Q. So t h e  r e a l  t h r u s t  of t h e  problem is  whether o r  
n o t  t h e  t i t l e  o f  t h e  document i s  c l a s s i f i e d .  

SSG LOFTIS: Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q. And even i f  it had been c l a s s i f i e d  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,
it would have s t i l l  had t o  have been f i l e d  i n  t h e  s a f e ,  and 
a l l  of your a c t i v e  logs  have t o  be i n  t h e  s a f e  wi th  t h e  
m a t e r i a l  i t s e l f .  

SSG LOFTIS: Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - They d o n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  have t o  be locked i n  t h a t  
same s a f e .  You d o n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  have t o  keep it i n  t h a t  
s a f e ,  b u t  it has  t o  be under s e c u r i t y  cond i t ions .  I t  could 
be i n  an a d j a c e n t  s a f e ,  could it no t?  

SSG LOFTIS: Y e s ,  s i r ,  b u t  be ing  a s  w e  on ly  had t h e  one s a f e ,  
it should have been wi th  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  m a t e r i a l .  

Q. Well, I t h i n k  t h a t  what would be important  t o  know 
r i g h t  now i s  whether o r  n o t  y o u ' r e  s u r e  t h a t  when you tu rned  
t h a t  s a f e  over- t h a t  drawer was locked ,  and two, t h a t  it was 
empty . 
SFC SAIMONS: I know it was empty. May I ask a  ques t ion?  When 
you w e r e  t h e r e ,  w e r e  you a b l e  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h a t  second drawer 
of t h a t  s a f e ?  

Q- I d i d  n o t  t r y  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  second drawer of t h a t  
s a f e .  

SFC SAIMONS: I see. 

Q e  So I cannot answer your q u e s t i o n ,  b u t  I can t e l l  
you t h a t  i t ' s  one t h i n g  t h a t  I ' m  going t o  f i n d  o u t .  

SFC SAIMONS: A s  f a r  a s  I can remember, t h a t  drawer was empty. 

Q W e l l ,  I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  r a t i o n a l i z e  what you've
been t e l l i n g  us because you t o l d  us very s p e c i f i c a l l y  a t  one 
t i m e  t h a t  you kep t  your c o n f i d e n t i a l  papers i n  t h e  second 
drawer. That was one th ing .  You a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i n  
t h e  lower drawer was a b r i e f c a s e  and a helmet .  

SFC SAIMONS: T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q - Frankly I t h i n k  one could p u t  t h i s  a l t o g e t h e r .  

SFC SAIMONS: I t h i n k  what I f o r g o t  was t h a t  t h e  drawer was 
locked. T h a t ' s  what I f o r g o t .  

(LOFTISJ 
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Q I f  you r  c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents a t  t h a t  p o i n t  i n  
t i m e  w e r e  i n  t h e  second drawer ,  you would have had a problem. 

SFC SAIMONS: They were n o t .  

Q. So when t h e  drawer  s t a r t e d  s t i c k i n g ,  d i d  you remove 
the c o n t e n t s  from t h e  s a f e  and p u t  them i n  w i t h  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  
m a t e r i a l  up i n  t h e  t o p  drawer? A t  t h a t  t i m e  a l s o ,  it cou ld  
have been a f a l l o u t  w i t h  t h e  b r i e f  c a s e  and t h e  f l i s h t  he lmet

d - -

going t o  t h e  lower  drawer.  When d i d  you l e a v e ,  a g a i n  S e r g e a n t  
LOFTIS? 

SSG LOFTIS: I l e f t  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  s i r ,  12 May 1969. 

Q May 1969. 

SSG LOFTIS: I t u r n e d  o v e r  t h e  documents, a s  I remember, on o r  
abou t  t h e  end o f  A p r i l  t o  Se rgean t  DROSDICK, because  a t  t h a t  
t i m e  I went on a 7 day l e a v e  t o  Hawaii. When I r e t u r n e d  I had  
12 days remain ing  i n  coun t ry .  And a t  t h a t  t i m e  I w a s  f r e e  of 
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  b e i n g  c u s t o d i a n  o f  the documents, s u p p l i e s ,  
and o t h e r  d u t i e s ,  i n  which I had t o  s i g n  o v e r  t o  him. W e  d i d  
this p r i o r  t o  my d e p a r t u r e  f o r  l e ave .  

MR MACCRATE: S e r g e a n t  LOFTIS, what w e r e  t h e  days t h a t  you 
w e r e  away on  R&R? 

S S G  LOFTIS: I d e p a r t e d  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  on Chr is tmas  day as 
I remember. 

Q- No, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  i n  May, 1969. 

SSG LOFTIS: When I l e f t  t h a t  t i m e ,  it was t h e  week t h a t  went 
from A p r i l  t o  May. I t h i n k ,  a s  I remember I w a s  gone 2 o r  3 
days i n  A p r i l  and 2 o r  3 days i n  May. I t  w a s  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  
seven  days. 

Q I  Were you i n  A p r i l  1969 e v e r  asked t o  s e a r c h  f o r  
a r e p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

SSG LOFTIS: No, s i r ,  I w a s  n o t .  

Q But a t  this t i m e ,  t h e  second drawer o f  the s a f e  
would have been s e a l e d  s h u t .  

SSG LOFTIS: Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q. And i f  anyone d i d  make a s e a r c h  a t  anytime, they
wouldn ' t  have been a b l e  t o  look i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l h r  drawer.  

SSG LOFTIS: Not w i thou t  it b e i n g  f o r c e d  open i n  some manner, 
sir. 

Q- A s  f a r  as you know, t h a t  was never  done a s  long as  
you were t h e r e .  

SSG LOFTIS: T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r .  

10: Do you r e c a l l  when you g o t  back from Hawaii, w a s  
it s t i l l  i n o p e r a b l e ?  

SSG.LOFTIS: To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, it was, s i r .  

Q You had a l r e a d y  t u r n e d  t h i s  over  t o  DROSDICK? 

SSG LOFTIS: Y e s ,  s i r ,  I had.  When I g o t  back,  he was doing 
t h e  job and do ing  it w e l l .  I d i d  g ive  him a l i t t l e  more 
a s s i s t a n c e  i n  some q u e s t i o n s  h e  had ,  which were r o u t i n e .  When 
I r e t u r n e d  from t h i s  l e a v e ,  s i r ,  my c a p a c i t y  from then  u n t i l  
t h e  t ime I l e f t  was j u s t  a m a t t e r  of a d v i s i n g  Se rgean t  
DROSDICK on any q u e s t i o n s  he had and c l e a r i n g  my u n i t  f o r  
d e p a r t u r e .  

Q - The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t ime .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1245 hour s ,  7 February 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: LOGAN, James A. ' MAJ 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 27, 2 8  January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: G3 S h i f t . O f f i c e r  i n  
Americal Division TOC. 

1. DUTIES OF THE WITNESS. 

The d u t i e s  of t h e  wi tness  as G3 s h i f t  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  
Americal TOC weEgenera l ly  t o  maintain t h e  l o g s ,  t o  inform 
I11 MAF of  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  Americal Divison 's  a r e a  of 
ope ra t ions ,  t o  i n su re  t h a t  t h e  G3 and t h e  CG were kep t  
informed, and t o  a i d  i n  b r i e f i n g  t h e  s t a f f  (pg. 4 ) .  

2 .  KNOWLEDGE OF THE INCIDENT. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had an impression from some 
source t h a t  t h e r e  was a problem wi th in  t h e  123d Aviation 
B a t t a l i o n  where some gunship p i l o t s  had th rea tened  t o  cease 
f l y i n g  because of  t h e  events  on t h e  ground(pgs. 3 ,  8-10, 
1 6 ,  1 7 ) .  H e  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  he was s u r e  t h a t  he had been 
quest ioned by General YOUNG about t h i s  i s s u e  (pg. 10). 
H e  f u r t h e r  r e c a l l e d  checking with  t h e  11th  Brigade TOC 
asking f o r  mformation concerning weapons on t h e  day of  
t h e  ope ra t ion  (pg. 6 ) .  H e  added t h a t  a t  t h e  end of t h e  
day t h e r e  were no enemy weapons repor ted  t o  h i m  
(pg. 7 ) .  He appeared t o  r e c a l l  t h e  l a r g e  body count 
(pg. 6 ) .  He could no t  r e c a l l  any p a r t i c u l a r  ques t ions  a t  
t h e  evening b r i e f i n g  of  16 March concerning t h e  weapons t o  
body count d i s p a r i t y  (pg. 7 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he w a s  n o t  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  s u r p r i s e d  when t h e  My Lai s t o r y  broke i n  t h e  
p r e s s ,  s i n c e  he r e c a l l e d  t h a t  "something had happened t h e r e "  
(pg. 22) 
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3 .  KNOWLEDGE OF REPORTS AND INVESTIGATIONS. 

The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had no remembrance of 
HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  (Exhib i t  R-1) (pg. 1 4 ) ,  a l though t h e  
second paragraph seemed f a m i l i a r  (pgs. 16,  17,  20 ) .  H e  d i d  
not  r e c a l l  i t s  inc losu re s  (pg. 1 5 ) .  Concerning Lieutenant  
Colonel BARKER'S combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t  f o r  16 March, t h e  
wi tness  t e s t i f i e d  he had a vague r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  it (pg.15).  
He r e l a t e d  that f o r  any a c t i o n  r e s u l t i n g  i n  a body count of  
50 o r  1 0 0 ,  a r e p o r t  was requi red  f o r  t h a t  per iod  by d i v i s i o n  
i n  a s p e c i f i e d  number of days (pgs. 15 ,  1 6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
r e c a l l e d  t h a t  he had heard t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
of t h e  d i spu te  i n  t h e  a v i a t i o n  u n i t ,  b u t  r e c a l l e d  no o t h e r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 1 7 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  he r e c a l l e d  . 
nothing concerning a  Vietnamese r e p o r t  about t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
opera t ion  (pg. 2 0 )  . 
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. . 

EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

M- 6 A m e r i c a 1  l og  Witness examined. 5 
wl tness  nad never  

R- 1 HENDERSON I s  r e p o r t  seen ,  seemed t o  be' 14,15 

I I second paraqraph.  
l witness  r e c a l l e d  

f a m i l i a r  wi th  
1 
I 

20 

R- 2 BARKER' s r e p o r t  having seen.  15 

R- 7 

R- 8 

( 160600 Mar 
I OPN SITREP Muscatine. 
1 161200 Mar 

OPN SITREP Muscatine 
1 Witness examined. (
I I
I Witness examined. 1 

6 

6 

R- 9 
I OPN SITREP Muscatine 
1 161800 Mar 
I OPN SITREP Muscatine -- -  

I 
) w i t n e s s  examined. 
I 

I 

1 
6 

R-10 162400 Mar Witness examined. 6 . 
Request f o r  Combat fi'amlllar wl th  

R - 1 3  Action Report,Arnerical type  o f  r eques t .  
19 Mar 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0910 hours ,  2 7  January 
1970. ) 

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG PEERS, MR 
MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  next  wi tness  i s  Major James A. LOGAN. 

(Whereupon t h e  wi tness  was sworn and t e s t i f i e d  as  
fol lows :) 

Major LOGAN, f o r  t h e  record ,  w i l l  you s t a t e  your 
f u l l  name, grade,  Soc ia l  Secur i ty  number, o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and 
s t a t i o n ?  

A. James Arthur LOGAN, Major, 
-

C Company, 
3d B a t t a l i o n ,  School Brigade, F o r t  Knox, Kentucky. 

10: Major LOGAN, have you had an oppor tun i ty  t o  read 
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I have. 

Q. Do you understand o r  have any ques t ions?  

A .  No, sir. 

Q. On my l e f t ,  Major LOGAN, is  M r .  MACCRATE. He's a 
c i v i l i a n  lawyer who has volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  Sec re ta ry  
RESOR t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and h e  a l s o  provides l e g a l  
counsel t o  me and t o  t h e  o t h e r  members of the i nqu i ry  team. On 
my r i g h t  i s  Colonel ARMSTRONG who has been des ignated  by t h e  o f -
f i c e  of t h e  Chief of S t a f f  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
E i t h e r  M r .  MACCRATE o r  Colonel ARMSTRONG may a l s o  address ques-
t i o n s  t o  you h e r e  t h i s  morning. We a l s o  have o t h e r  teams t h a t  
a r e  t ak ing  testimony from o t h e r  wi tnesses .  I w i l l  have t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h e  r e p o r t ,  weighing t h e  
evidence,  and making t h e  f ind ings  and recomenda t ions .  A s  
a m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r  you a r e  ordered n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your testimony 
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  wi tnesses  
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  a s  may be necessary  i n  t h e  per-
formance of o f f i c i a l  duty o r  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  o r  reques ted  
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t o  do s o  before  a competent, admin i s t r a t ive ,  j u d i c i a l  o r  leg-
i s l a t i v e  body. I n  t h i s  l a t t e r  ins t ance ,  a l e g i s l a t i v e  body, 
t h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  you may be c a l l e d  t o  t e s t i f y  before  one 
of  t h e  congressional  committees, more s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  inves-

.. t i g a t i o n s  subcommittee of t h e  House Armed Services  Committee, 
i n  which event  your testimony here  o r  your appearance h e r e  
would i n  no way prec lude  YOU t e s t i f y i n g  o r  appearing be fo re  
such a body. I do no t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  you have e i t h e r  been c i t e d  
o r  cautioned by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  genera l  cour t -mar t i a l  
case  of  t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley.  

A. Tha t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  sir. 

& - I would doubt t h a t  you would be ,  b u t  i n  t h e  event  
t h a t  you a r e ,  your  appearance here  i n  no way would change e i t h e r  
t h e  a f f e c t  o r  the a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of  t h a t  order .  Do you have 
any ques t ions  at t h i s  time? 

C I  
A. NO, sir. %XI 

m 
Q - Major LOGAN, w i l l  you i n d i c a t e  what your duty as- 3-

signment w a s  with t h e  America1 Divis ion and when you joined,  
and when you departed? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I joined t h e  d i v i s i o n  on 7 January 1968 -
and w a s  ass igned as a G 3  s h i f t  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  TOC. I worked i n  
t h a t  job u n t i l  1 August. I worked both day s h i f t s  and n i g h t  
s h i f t s  i n  t h e  G 3  TOC. On 1 August I was reassigned a s  opera t ions  
o f f i c e r  of  t h e  1/1 Cavalry and served i n  t h a t  capac i ty  u n t i l  I 
l e f t  Vietnam about 31 December, when I l e f t  t h e  America1 Divis ion.  

Q When you say you w e r e  assigned as  opera t ions  o f f i c e r ,  
you mean you were assigned as  t h e  S3? 

A. S3 o f  t h e  1/1 Cavalry. 

Q The My Lai  i n c i d e n t  became a ma t t e r  of  p u b l i c  know-
ledge about 4 t o  5 months ago i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of September, 
October of  l a s t  year .  Have you had any d i scuss ions  with anybody 
from t h e  America1 ~ i v i s i o nconcerning what may have t r a n s p i r e d  
a t  My Lai  on t h e  1 6 t h ,  concerning any of t h e  r e p o r t s  of  it o r  any 
of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I have. Do you want me to--  

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes, I do. 

A. I d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  w i t h  Major George KUECHENMEISTER 
who i s  a l s o  s t a t i o n e d  a t  F o r t  Knox. He and I worked t o g e t h e r  
i n  t h e  G 3  s e c t i o n  of t h e  TOC and we t r i e d  t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  what 
w e  unders tood t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t o  be  du r ing  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  oper -  
a t i o n .  W e  t r i e d  t o  r e c a l l  i f  we had h e a r d  o f  any th ing  t h a t  
might have t aken  p l a c e .  He's  about  t h e  on ly  one.  A t  F o r t  
Knox t h e r e  a r e  a good number o f  America1 people .  Most of  t h e s e  
are 1/1 Cavalry people .  I ' d  s ay  wi thou t  e x c e p t i o n ,  t hey  had 
no knowledge of  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  The ones t h a t  I knew came i n -  
count ry  a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  took p l a c e .  I have d i s c u s s e d  it  
wi th  them, b u t  t h e y  r e a l l y  had no knowledge of  it. 

Q. Did you d i s c u s s  any th ing  w i t h  KUECHENMEISTER con- 
c e r n i n g  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o r  concerning any th ing  t h a t  t h e  two of  
you may have been involved  i n ?  

A. I worked day s h i f t ,  and h e  worked n i g h t  s h i f t s .  
What w e  t r i e d  t o  r e c a l l  was d i d  I b r i e f  him i n  on any s p e c i f i c  
happening t h a t  he  should  know about  i n  t h e  e v e n t  h e  w a s  
q u e s t i o n e d  by h i g h e r  headqua r t e r s .  The o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  came 
t o  mind, and t h i s  i s  r e a l l y  i n  t h e  back o f  my mind, w a s  some 
k ind  of  a f l a p  going on d u r i n g  t h e  day about  t h e  123d Av ia t ion  
peop le ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  gunship p i l o t s ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  they  w e r e  
n o t  going t o  f l y  any more t h a t  day because o f  what was going 
on on t h e  ground. I t ' s  i n  my mind, b u t  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know how 
I hea rd  t h i s ,  o r  i f  somebody came up and t o l d  m e  t h i s ,  o r  i f  
I j u s t  overheard  it, o r  what. Nothing s p e c i f i c  w i t h  r ega rd  
t o  t h a t .  

Q. I n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  do you remember e v e r  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  
a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  o r  t h e  a v i a t i o n  s t a f f  o f f i c e r  who w a s  tb.ere? 

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  t h e  names o f  people .  Yne DTOC 
was set  up w i t h  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ' s  secti.:,n t o  t h e  
r e a r  of  t h e  TOC. We had more o r  l e s s  cont inuous  c ~ n t a c tw i t h  
t h e s e  people .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  speak ing  d i r e c t l y  t o  any o f  them 
about  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n .  AS I s a i d ,  i t ' s  j u s t  so~ne th ing  
t h a t  i s  i n  my mind. I hea rd  t h i s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know how. 
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Q We're g e n e r a l l y  f a m i l i a r  with what people do i n  t h e  
~3 shop, b u t  I t h i n k  it would be of i n t e r e s t  t o  us t o  know spec-
i f i c a l l y  what r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  you had wi th in  t h e  G3 organiza t ion .  

A. ~ l lr i g h t ,  s ir .  I had a c t u a l l y  two major responsi-
b i l - i t i e s .  One w a s  t o  rece ive  and pass on spo t  r e p o r t s  o r  any 
r e p o r t s  of con tac t  wi th  enemy fo rces  t o  higher  headquar ters .  
And t o  keep t h e  d i v i s i o n  G3 and d i v i s i o n  commander informed o f  
what was going on i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  AO. I n  t h i s  regard  I a l s o  was 
re spons ib le  f o r  p repar ing  t h e  6-hour SITREP ' s  t h a t  went forward 
from America1 Divis ion  t o  111 MAF headquarters .  I w a s  a l s o  t h e  
G3 b r i e f i n g  o f f i c e r  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  b u t  t h i s  was an a l t e r n a t i n g  
s i t u a t i o n  where I would b r i e f  one n i g h t  and then  t h e  G 2  b r i e f i n g  
o f f i c e r  would b r i e f  on a l t e r n a t e  n i g h t s .  T h i s  i s  something 
e l s e  I have been t r y i n g  t o  go over i n  my mind, t o  r e c a l l  i f  
c a p t a i n  STEVENSON, who i s  now o u t  of t h e  s e r v i c e ,  o r  i f  Captain 
ORELL was t h e  G2 o f f i c e r  a t  t h a t  t ime,  because we switched o f f  
and on from n i g h t s  t o  days. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l  who was on 
duty a t  G 2  t h a t  day, o r  if he b r i e f e d  o r  i f  I b r i e f e d .  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day. P 
Q General ly  speaking it was your r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  T 
maintain t h e  l o g s  and t o  keep h igher  headquarters  informed t e l e - .-I 
phonica l ly .  I would imagine a l s o  by your 6-hour SITREP ' s  it =I 
was your r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  keep General KOSTER and t h e  G3 in-
formed of any p a r t i c u l a r  a c t i o n  t h a t  was going on r e q u i r i n g  
t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n ?  

A.  That i s  c o r r e c t .  

Q. And i n  a d d i t i o n ,  you a l s o  served a s  a l t e r n a t e  
b r i e f i n g  o f f i c e r ?  

A. That i s  c o r r e c t ,  sir. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Were you f a m i l i a r  with Task Force Barker 
and t h e i r  ope ra t ion?  

A.  Yes, sir,  very much, sir.  

Q Yes. Were you f a m i l i a r  with t h e i r  ope ra t ion  i n t o  
t h e  Son My Vi l l age  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  
which was i n i t i a t e d  on 16 March? 
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A. W e l l ,  I would say  I w a s  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  I knew it w a s  going t o  t a k e  p l a c e ,  how it was 
t o  t a k e  p l a c e ,  t h a t  i s  by combat a s s a u l t ,  t h a t  t hey  would have 
gunship cover  and t h i s  s o r t  of  t h i n g ,  b u t  t h e  r e a l  p a r t i c u l a r s  
of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  I can 't say  t h a t  I w a s .  

Q. You were f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t hey  had ob- 
t a i n e d  a s e p a r a t e  A 0  o r  A 0  e x t e n t i o n  from t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  
and from Quang Ngai Province headqua r t e r s?  

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q. W e l l ,  I am going t o  ask you about  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  
which w a s  p r e s e n t e d  a t  your  1,700 b r i e f i n g  t h a t  n i g h t .  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. The s t a t i s . t i c s  which had cone i n  up t o  t h a t  t i m e  
w e r e  p r e t t y  much complete th roughout  t h e  day. I have h e r e  t h e  
l o g  of  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  f o r  t h e  1 6 t h ,  which has  been en-
t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  as E x h i b i t  M-6 .  I ' l l  c a l l  t h i s  t o  your  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  see i f  you r e c a l l  working on t h i s  th roughout  t h e  
day. 

(The wi tnes s  reviewed E x h i b i t  M-6.) 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. A s  a matter o f  i n t e r e s t ,  whose i n i t i a l s  are t h e s e  
on t h e  s i d e ?  

A. The ones  t h a t  I can r ead  appear  t o  b e  Major BENN, 
Cla rk  BENN,  now a L ieu tenan t  Colonel .  F u r t h e r  on back a r e  mine 
beg inn ing  w i t h  i t e m  number 72. Th i s  o t h e r  B h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  be- 
l i e v e  i s  Colonel  B E N N ' s ,  t h e  one l i k e  i t e m  63 and 64. I t  may 
b e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  h i s .  

Q. It seems almost  l i k e  a d o l l a r  s i g n ,  d o e s n ' t  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir .  .I d o n ' t  r ecogn ize  t h o s e  i n i t i a l s .  

Q- W e l l ,  y o u ' r e  f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h i s  document though? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. I have  h e r e  cop ie s  of t h e  6-hour r e p o r t s  which 
w e r e  submi t ted  on t h e  1 6 t h  from t h e  A m e r i c a l  D iv i s ion  t o  111 
MAF and ask  i f  you w i l l  review t h e s e ?  

(The w i t n e s s  reviewed E x h i b i t s  R-7, R-8, R-9, 
and R-10. )  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. These are a few hours  of i n t e r e s t  h e r e .  F i r s t  
t h i n g ,  i f  you w i l l  look  a t  t h e  f irst  one you w i l l  see t h a t  
t h e  enemy t o t a l  a t  midnight  on t h e  n i g h t  of  t h e  15-16th,  
785 KIA. And t h e n  t h e  second one,  from 0600 t o  1200, you 
n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  major  o p e r a t i o n a l  e n t r i e s  w e r e  made d u r i n g  
t h i s  pe r iod?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. C 
Q. These are j u s t  b r i e f  t r ansmis s ions  of  what had 0 
come i n t o  you a t  TOC? '3 

4 

'A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q And t h e r e  i s  ano the r  e n t r y  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  a t  
1420 from B/4/3 which i n d i c a t e s  e i g h t  VC KIA.  Then o f  c o u r s e  
i n  t h e  wrapup you w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  midnight o f  16-17, 
t h e  t o t a l  changed t o  913. W e  cou ld  make comparable a n a l y s i s  
of  t h e  weapons. I n  t h e  A m e r i c a l  l o g  it becomes q u i t e  appa ren t  
t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t s  a r e  128 VC K I A ,  2 U.S. K I A ,  11 U.S. WIA, and 3 
weapons cap tured .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

9- Now do you remember anyth ing  be ing  done, o r  any 
s t a t e m e n t s  b e i n g  made, o r  any th ing ,  concerning t h i s  d i s p a r i t y  
between VC K I A  and a s m a l l  number of weapons cap tured?  

A. I can vaguely i n  t h a t  w e  q u e r i e d  t h e  1 1 t h  
Brigade TOC throughout  t h e  day about  when w e r e  t hey  go ing  
t o  s t a r t  g e t t i n g  weapons and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t ?  And t h e  
answer came back as soon a s  t hey  could  g e t  i n t o  t h e  bunk-
e r e d  area. 
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A t  t h e  end of t h e  day t h e r e  j u s t  w e r e n ' t  any weapons. 
But as f a r  a s  any k ind  of q u e s t i o n s  from o u t s i d e  of my own a r e a  
t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any q u e s t i o n s  o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  made 
about  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  ma t t e r .  

Q Y e s .  Now as f a r  a s  du r ing  t h e  day,  would you have 
any knowledge of t h a t ?  I t  looks  t o  m e  from looking  a t  ;he America 
Log t h a t  you probably came on du ty  on t h e  n i g h t  s h i f t  of t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  day. 

A. No, s i r ,  because t h e  l o g  w a s  typed  up t h e  fo l lowing  
morning. I t  was a p e n c i l  l o g  du r ing  t h e  day and then  typed up 
t h e  fo l lowing  morning a t  which t i m e  e i t h e r  t h e  G3 o p e r a t i o n s  
o f f i c e r  Colonel  BENN, o r  myself would go through and v e r i f y  
t h o s e  i t ems  t h a t  were of a G3 n a t u r e  and i n i t i a l  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
A c t u a l l y  t h i s  l o g  would have been typed  i n  t h e  e a r l y  morning 
hours  of t h e  1 7 t h  and then  i n i t i a l e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  To t h e  
b e s t  of my knowledge t h i s  was t h e  way i t  would have been done. 
And t h e  reason---

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You do r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  was q u i t e  
some d i s c u s s i o n  going on t h e n ,  concerning t h i s  d i s p a r i t y  o r  
tremendous r a t i o  of weapons t o  VC K I A ,  abou t  43 t o  1 a s  a 
m a t t e r  o f  f a c t .  

A. The on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  I am p e r s o n a l l y  aware o f ,  t h e r e  
w e r e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  came from t h e  TOC, either from myself o r  
from t h e  G2 r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade ,  a s k i n g  them 
when w e r e  t h e y  going t o  s t a r t  checking weapons and equipment. 

Q W e  would unders tand t h a t  when t h a t  i t e m  was b r i e f e d  
t h a t  n i g h t  t h a t  e i t h e r  General  KOSTER o r  Genera l  YOUNG asked 
a q u e s t i o n ,  "Where a r e  a l l  t h e  weapons?" Do you remember 
t h i s ?  

A. S i r ,  a s  I s a i d ,  I c a n ' t  even remember i f  I b r i e f e d  
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  n i g h t .  I h o n e s t l y  don' t remember. I don ' t  
remember. . 
Q. I t h i n k  we can unders tand t h a t ,  we know w e  a r e  
t a k i n g  yo; back 2 2  months and w e  a r e  l e a n i n g  p r e t t y  h e a v i l y  
on your  memory. You l i v i n g  s o  i n t i m a t e l y  w i t h  it, and s o  
f o r t h ,  and do ing  t h i s  day i n  and day o u t  i t ' s  p r e t t y  ha rd  
sometimes t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e  wheat from t h e  c h a f f .  We know t h a t .  
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Before I go on, M r .  MACCRATE? 

. M R  MACCRATE: You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had a r e c o l l e c t i o n  during 
t h e  day t h e r e  was a f l a p  about t h e  123d Aviation B a t t a l i o n ,  mem-
b e r s  of it n o t  wanting t o  f l y  any more because of  what they 
were observing on the  ground. Can you t e l l  us what you can 
r e c a l l  df t h a t ,  where you got  t h e  information,  who w a s  doing 
t h e  t a l k i n g ?  

A. S i r ,  I wish I could. I have been t r y i n g  e v e r  s i n c e  
I f i rs t  saw t h i s  i n  t h e  newspaper t o  b r i n g  t h a t  i n c i d e n t  back, 
and I j u s t  c a n ' t .  I d o n ' t  know i f  it was i n  d i r e c t  conversat ion 
between myself and another  o f f i c e r ,  i f  it was something t h a t  
one of t h e  N C O ' s  i n  t h e  TOC may have picked up by way of  t h e i r  
own p a r t i c u l a r  information s e r v i c e ,  o r  j u s t  how it was t h a t  I 
g o t  t h a t  impression. I guess "impression1' i s  a b e t t e r  word 
than something t h a t  I heard.  

I got  t h e  impression t h a t  t h i s  i s  what had hap-
pened during t h e  day, t h a t  somehow o r  another  i t ' s  i n  my mind 
t h a t  t h e  p i l o t s  i n  t h e  aero-scouts ,  123d Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n ,  
were no t  going t o  f l y  anymore, t h a t  t h e r e  was some kind  of a 
f l a p  going back and f o r t h  over  t h i s .  I j u s t  can 't remember 
how it i s  t h a t  I heard  t h i s .  

Q Do you remember any of t h e  personnel  o f  t h e  
a v i a t i o n  u n i t  a t  t h a t  time whom you can i d e n t i f y  i n  your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A .  The only  outs tanding  p e r s o n a l i t y  from t h e  123d 
t h a t  i s  i n  my mind i s  Colonel HOLLADAY, who was t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
commander and a l s o  t h e  DAO. The o t h e r  people who work back 
i n  t h e r e :  t h e r e  were majors who came i n  t h e r e  l a t e r  on t h a t  
I can remember and t h e r e  were some cap ta ins  who worked back 
i n  t h e r e ,  b u t  t h e i r  names j u s t  d o n ' t  come back t o  my mind. 
There was a Major JESSUP, b u t  I don 't be l i eve  Major JESSUP 
worked i n  t h e r e  a t  t h e  time of  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I b e l i e v e  he  
w a s  l a t e r .  

Q. Did Colonel HOLLADAY spend any time around t h e  TOC? 

A. A good d e a l  of  t ime,  y e s ,  sir.  He worked o u t  o f  
t h e  TOC, a s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  up u n t i l  about midyear when they  
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moved t h e  DAO. Except f o r  one r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  they moved him 
i n t o  another  bui ld ing .  But Colonel HOLLADAY s p e n t  a good 
d e a l  of t ime i n  t h e  TOC i t s e l f  because t h i s  i s  where he  
operated o u t  o f .  

Q Would it i n  any way r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  t o  
know t h a t  Colonel HOLLADAY s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h i s  even t ,  poss ib ly  
t h a t  evening, f a i r l y  l a t e  i n  t h e  evening, had a  lengthy con-
v e r s a t i o n  about t h i s  mat ter?  Did he  seek any information from 
you i n  connection with what had gone on t h a t  day? DO you have 
any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of him coming t o  you t o  g e t  information? 

A. No, sir. I do not .  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  nex t  morning, 
a t  t h e  time t h e s e  e n t r i e s  i n  t h e  l o g  were being v e r i f i e d ,  of 
e i t h e r  Colonel HOLLADAY o r  General YOUNG r a i s i n g  any ques t ions  
wi th  you about  t h i s ?  

A. I have no r e c o l l e c t i o n .  No sir.  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  
they  d i d ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. D o  you remember a Major WATKE from t h e  123d Aviation 
Ba t t a l ion?  

A. The name does no t  r i n g  a b e l l  wi th  me. No, s ir .  

Q Did you know any of t h e  p i l o t s  i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Not a t  t h a t  time. No, sir. L a t e r  on I came t o  know 
them a f t e r  I moved up t o  t h e  o t h e r  job. W e  worked wi th  them 
up t h e r e .  

Q Which ones d id  you come t o  know? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e  ones t h a t  I came t o  know were no t  i n  t h e  
aero-scouts .  They were C&C p i l o t s  who flew f o r  myself and my 
squadron commander i n  our  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  1/1 Cavalry.  Warrant 
O f f i c e r  DEWINE, LONG, and t h e r e  were probably a couple of o t h e r s  
t h a t  I would remember. I d o n ' t  know t h a t  they would know any-
t h i n g  about t h i s .  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any member of t h e  
a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n ,  anyone i n  t h e  TOC t a l k i n g  t o  you about t h i s  
f l a p  a t  any l a t e r  t ime, any d i scuss ion  t h a t  took p l a c e  subsequent l j  
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A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of being quizzed by 
General YOUNG wi th  r e spec t  t o  t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  have any r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  b u t  I know General 
YOUNG and I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  I was quizzed by him, myself and some 
of t h e  o t h e r  people i n  t h e  TOC. A s  you pointed o u t ,  s i r ,  t h e  
d i s p a r i t y  of weapons and body count,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

COL ARMSTRONG: L e t ' s  go back t o  your b r i e f i n g  s e s s i o n s .  Would 
it have been normal o r  no t  normal t o  have anybody, when you 
came up with t h e  enemies knocked o f f ,  128 VC K I A ,  3 WcA--
somebody commenting t o  t h e  genera l ,  General KOSTER, General 
YOUNG, Chief of S t a f f ,  o r  G 3 ,  somebody saying,  "That ' s  s t range!"? 

A. Yes, s ir .  This  would be a normal circumstance.  
Actua l ly ,  it would be  more t h e  genera l  commenting t o  t h e  s t a f f  
o f f i c e r s  and t o  t h e  assembled group t h a t  t h i s  d i d n ' t  seem < 
r i g h t  t o  him. U 

;L
Q So comments dur ing  t h e  b r i e f i n g  from t h e  genera l  a 
o r  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  var ious  members of s t a f f  were n o t  unusual? 

A. Oh, no, sir.  Not a t  a l l .  

Q They would i n t e r r u p t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  whi le  it was 
going on and say ,  "Look i n t o  t h i s  and look i n t o  t h a t . " ?  

A .  Yes, sir.  

10: These would n o t  be addressed t o  you, even though 
you were t h e  b r i e f i n g  o f f i c e r ?  

A. Normally, they would be addressed t o  t h e  genera l  
s t a f f  o f f i c e r  concerned. 

Q. On t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day, do you remember who was 
t h e  G3? 

A. S i r ,  I b e l i e v e  it was s t i l l  Colonel BALMER, Jesman 
BALMER. He w a s  t h e  G3. He l e f t  sometime a t  t h e  end of March, 
I be l i eve .  I t h i n k  t h a t  he was s t i l l  G3. 
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Q Do you remember t h a t  Colonel BALMER took some R&R 
i n  Hong Kong? 

A. Yes, s i r .  This i s  what I know, t h a t  he took R&R. 
Then h e  took a 30-day leave  as a p a r t  of an ex ten t ion  i n  country 
and was reass igned a s  a commander of an a r t i l l e r y  group. ~t 
was around t h i s  per iod  t h a t  a l l  t h i s  took p lace .  I t  was be-
tween March and Apr i l  t h a t  he was gone. 

Q The b e s t  w e  have been a b l e  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t ,  Colonel 
BALMER came back i n  e i t h e r  t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  16th  o r  e a r l y  on t h e  
17 th ,  somewhat immaterial  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  because you d i d  have 
an a c t i n g  G3. 

A. Let  me s e e ,  we had a  Lieutenant  Colonel GOLDEN, and 
t h e r e  was another  l i e u t e n a n t  co lonel  whose name escape me, an,d 
I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  GOLDEN was t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime.  I b e l i e v e  he had 
been wounded i n  a rocket  a t t a c k  previous ly  and evacuated o u t  
of country.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  name. I can b r i n g  h i s  f a c e  t o  
mind b u t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  name of t h e  man who took over  a s  
a c t i n g  G3. 

Q. Does t h e  name KELLEY mean anything? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. That i s  r i g h t .  

Q. I n  your capac i ty ,  you a r e  i n  touch with everyth ing
t h a t  goes on i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  Did you h e a r  t h a t  day t h a t  one of 
t h e  a v i a t o r s  had repor ted  t o  h i s  commanding o f f i c e r  and t o  
o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  what he saw, one of t h e  a v i a t o r s  from t h e  123d 
Aviation B a t t a l i o n  o r  one of t h e  aero-scout p i l o t s ?  

A .  I d i d  n o t  hear  anything s p e c i f i c  t h a t  day, s i r .  
This  may have something t o  do with what I r e c a l l  hear ing  about ,  
b u t  I d id  n o t  h e a r  any s p e c i f i c  t h i n g  t h a t  a p i l o t  had come i n  
and s a i d ,  "That 's  it," o r  anything l i k e  t h i s .  

Q. I ' m  no t  t a l k i n g  about coming i n  and saying ,  "Tha t ' s  
i t " .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about somebody coming i n  and saying t h a t  he  
saw some unnecessary k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s ,  and a l s o  t h a t  t h e r e  
was a head t o  head confronta t ion  between some members of t h e  
aero-scout u n i t  and some of t h e  t roops  on the ground t o  t h e  
po in t  where it go t  p r e t t y  rough, people t r a i n i n g  guns on one 
another  and s o  on? 
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A. S i r ,  I read  t h i s  i n  t h e  newspaper. 

Q. Did you h e a r  anything about one of t h e s e  people
picking  up a wounded c h i l d  and f l y i n g  it t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  i n  
Quang Ngai Ci ty?  

A.  I can r e c a l l  aero-scouts and o t h e r  h e l i c o p t e r s  
f l y i n g  dus tof f  f o r  c i v i l i a n s  on many occasions.  I d o n ' t  know 
i f  I can s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  any on t h a t  day o r  not .  I would 
have t o  say no. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Do you remember t h e  d i v i s i o n  
chapla in  a t  t h a t  t ime,  Colonel LEWIS? 

A. Vaguely, yes ,  sir. 

Q Do you remember ever  t a l k i n g  t o  him about any-
t h i n g  t h a t  had been repor ted  t o  him concerning some unneces-
s a r y  k i l l i n g  of noncombatants? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Did you ever  go over i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of  
March o r  e a r l y  A p r i l  and b r i e f  t h e  personnel of t h e  123d 
Aviation B a t t a l i o n ?  

A. I d i d ,  yes .  We had a l i t t l e  program s e t  up t o  
where the--somebody from t h e  TOC was supposed t o  have been 
on a monthly b a s i s ,  and it was never r e a l l y  too  s u c c e s s f u l  a s  
f a r  a s  us being a b l e  t o  g e t  somebody away. Normally t h i s  
w a s  a G 2  man t h a t  took c a r e  of t h i s  and he r e a l l y  gave them 
an i n t e l l i g e n c e  summary of what was going on i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
A 0  with p a r t i c u l a r  emphasis on any a i r c r a f t  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  and 
p laces  where we had encountered f i r e  and s o  f o r t h .  I d i d  
go over  sometime i n  t h e  sp r ing ,  and I d i d  b r i e f  t h e  123d a t  
t h e i r  headquarters .  

(Note: L a t e r ,  co r rec ted  s tatement  showed t h a t  
t h i s  was n o t  t h e  123d, b u t  a reconnaissance a i r p l a n e  com-
pany. 1 

Q I understand t h i s  was genera l ly  i n  t h e i r  messhall? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q - Do you remember coming down t o  t a l k  about  Task 
Force  Barker  and when you r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  f i g u r e  o f  128 and 
s o  f o r t h ,  as be ing  r e a l l y  t h e  b i g g e s t  day t h a t  t hey  had had ,  
t h e r e  w a s  q u i t e  a  b i t  of  rumpus r a i s e d  by some o f  t h e  mem- 
b e r s ,  "That i s n ' t  s o  a t  a l l , "  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where t h e  com-
mander had t o  g e t  up and t e l l  them, "Well,  l e t ' s  j u s t  q u i e t  
t h i s  down, e v e r y t h i n g  i s  be ing  h e l d  p rope r ly  and s o  on,  
L e t ' s  n o t  have any more rumors passed around t h i s  p l ace ! "  

A. I on ly  b r i e f e d  them one t i m e ,  s i r ,  and I hon-
e s t l y  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t  happening. I t  was 
common. P a r t  of t h e  b r i e f i n g  d i d  i n c l u d e  an update  on what 
w a s  going on i n  each of  d i v i s i o n ' s  AO, t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  body 
count  and any s i g n i f i c a n t  a c t i o n s  t h a t  had occu r red ,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  happening. T h a t ' s  n o t  t o  s a y . i t  d i d n ' t  
happen, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. W e  i a v e  hea rd  some people-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  may be. I j u s t  d i d n ' t  r ecognize  
t h a t .  Av ia to r s  a r e  p r e t t y  b o i s t e r o u s  , loud  anyway. Maybe 
t h e y  w e r e  be ing  loud  and it d i d n ' t  a f f e c t  me. But I d o n ' t  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  recall  anybody g e t t i n g  up l i k e  t h a t  and say ing ,  
"Knock it o f f . "  

MR MACCRATE: Do you remember t h e  chap la in  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  
a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. D iv i s ion  a r t i l l e r y  chap la in?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. The on ly  chap la in  t h a t  I r e a l l y  r e a l l y  knew w a s  o u r  
squadron c h a p l a i n .  I a t t e n d e d  s e r v i c e s  because most o f  t h e  
t i m e  I worked t h e  n i g h t  s h i f t .  I a t t ended  church s e r v i c e s  a t  
odd hour s ,  and I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  remember any of  t h e  c h a p l a i n s  
e x c e p t  t h e  one w e  had a t  1/1 Cavalry .  That  would have been 
l a t e r  on i n  t h e  yea r .  The answer t o  your  q u e s t i o n  i s  no,  I 
d o n ' t .  I may have t a l k e d  t o  him. 

Q. Does Chaplain  CRESWELL r i n g  a b e l l ?  

A. Not r e a l l y ,  no. 
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Q. He a l s o  spen t  some time with some of t h e  members 
of t h e  123d Aviat ion Ba t t a l ion .  I was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  whether 
you had any c o n t a c t  wi th  him o r  had any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  speak-
i n g  t o  him? 

A. A s  I s a i d ,  no. They might have known ne by t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  I was a d i v i s i o n  b r i e f e r  and t h a t  t h e  people had 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  But t h e  names of chap la ins  
j u s t  d o n ' t  r i n g  any b e l l s .  

I0 : I have he re ,  Major LOGAN, an attachment t o  an ex-
h i b i t  which we have e n t i t l e d  R-1. This i s  a p i e c e  of Vie t  
Cong propaganda which was e i t h e r  put  o u t  by t h e  VC i n  t h i s  
form o r  p u t  o u t  i n  a broadcas t  form, taken down and subsequently 
t r a n s l a t e d .  This  c o n s i s t s  of two pages. I ' d  ask you t o  t a k e  
a look a t  t h a t  and ask you if you have ever  seen  t h a t  o r  any-
t h i n g  comparable t o  i t ,  j u s t  two pages. 

(The wi tness  reviewed R-1. ) 

A. I have never seen t h i s  s p e c i f i c  document, sir. 

Q. Did anybody i n  t h e  TOC ever mention having re-
ceived a p i e c e  of  paper l i k e  t h i s  o r  show it to you? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. W e  know, f o r  example, t h a t  t h i s  d id  come i n t o  
t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I n  about t h i s  form. 

A .  The s e t u p  on i n t e l l i g e n c e  mat ters  was such t h a t  
w e  were no t  r e a l l y  kep t  t h a t  w e l l  advised of t h i s  type  of 
t h i n g  coming i n .  

Q Were you f a m i l i a r  with any kind of propaganda t h a t  
t h e  Vie t  Cong may have been using i n  terms of s p e c i a l  s logans ,  
arm bands, uniform patches and pos te r s?  Anything of t h i s  na-
t u r e  which would cause them t o  aim nore o r  l e s s  a t  g e t t i n g  re-
venge f o r  what t h e  Americans may have done down i n  t h e  Son My 
a rea?  
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A.  No, s ir .  

Q I wish you'd t u r n  back now one page a c 3  y o u ' l l  s e e  
a s ta tement .  Turn back toward t h e  f r o n t .  T h a t ' s  it. Now I 
wish you would t a k e  a look a t  t h e  s t a t emen t  made on 1 4  A p r i l  
and determine i f  you've eve r  seen  t h i s  p i e c e  of  paper  o r  
heard anyth ing  about it. 

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e v e r  s e e i n g  t h i s ,  sir. No, sir. 

Q I f  you had seen it ,  you would probably remember i t ?  

A.  I t h i n k  so .  I d o n ' t  hones t ly  r e c a l l  e v e r  s e e i n g  
it. 

Q I have h e r e  a combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t  from Task Force 
Barker ,  da ted  28 March, which has  been en te red  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  
a s  E x h i b i t  R-2. W e  would ask you t o  look a t  t h i s '  and ask you 
i f  you have eve r  seen it. Now recognize  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  t h i s  
reproduct ion  t h i s  i s  on l e g a l  paper  b u t  t h e  a c t u a l  document it-
s e l f  was on s t anda rd  t y p i n g  paper.  

(The wi tness  reviewed R-2.  ) 

A .  I vaguely r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h i s  a t  one t i m e  o r  an-
o t h e r .  Y e s ,  sir. W e  had documents l i k e  t h i s  which went i n t o  
o u r  q u a r t e r l y  r e p o r t  of  o p e r a t i o n s .  I can vaguely r e c a l l  s e e i n g  
t h i s  o r  a copy of t h i s .  

Q. This  wouldn ' t  have been an unusual  r e p o r t  t h e n ,  
even though it concerned only  one d a y ' s  a c t i v i t y .  You n o t i c e  
i n  paragraph 2 on t h e  f i r s t  page it only  runs  f o r  a pe r iod  
of about  9 o r  1 0  hours .  

A. No, sir.  I t  was n o t .  Are you r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  
body count i t s e l f  o r  j u s t  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a r e p o r t  would be 
forwarded based on a 1-day a c t i o n ?  

Q Y e s .  

A.  A s  b e s t  I r e c a l l ,  and t h i s  i s  more from my expe r i -
ences  l a t e r  on wi th  t h e  1/1 Cavalry,  w e  had a requirement--
anytime you had an a c t i o n  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  say  50 o r  100 body 
count ,  t hen  you had t o  submit a r e p o r t  of  t h i s  n a t u r e  t o  
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div ison .  I ' v e  submit ted them myself. 

Q I n  o t h e r  words, any s i g n i f i c a n t  opera t ion  was a 
requirement f o r  an immediate r e p o r t ?  

A. Yes, sir. I th ink  you had about 90 days i n  which 
t o  prepare  it and it may n o t  have been q u i t e  t h a t  long,  b u t  
t h e r e  was a t i m e  p e r i o d  i n  which a r e p o r t  had t o  be forwarded 
t o  d i v i s i o n .  

Q. I have h e r e  another  document which i s  "Combat Ac-
t i o n  Report", da ted  19 March, and has been en te red  i n t o  t h e  
record  a s  R-13. I t ' s  from Headquarters,  America1 Divis ion t o  
t h e  11th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade. Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  p iece  of  paper 
o r  copies  of t h i s  p i e c e  of paper? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p i e c e  of paper,  no, 
s ir ,  bu t  I have rece ived  th ings  l i k e  t h a t  myself a s  a squadron 
S3 f ron  d i v i s i o n ,  

Q. You w i l l  n o t i c e  h e r e  t h i s  does c a l l  f o r  t h e  s p e c i f i c  
r e p o r t s ,  3/1 I n f a n t r y ,  C I D G ,  and 1/20 I n f a n t r y  and s o  on. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now t u r n i n g  back t o  t h e  f r o n t  of t h i s  document. 
To t h e  f r o n t ,  t h a t ' s  it. I ' d  l i k e  you t o  review t h a t  qu ick ly  
and t e l l  me if you have eve r  seen t h a t  o r  anything r e l a t i n g  
t o  it, whether you have seen it o r  heard i t ?  

(The wi tness  reviewed R-1. ) 

A. I c a n ' t  hones t ly  say whether I have seen t h i s  o r  
n o t ,  sir. I t  appears  t o  be f a m i l i a r  t o  me b u t  a f t e r  I read  t h i s  
p a r t  of it, it looks  f a m i l i a r  t o  me b u t  I c a n ' t  hones t ly  say i f  
I saw it o r  what. 

Q. Did you e v e r  r ece ive  i n  t h e  TOC any kind of a re-
p o r t  about t h e  number of c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  may have been k i l l e d  
i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A. There w a s  no c o r r e c t i o n  t h a t  I can r e c a l l  of having 
been submitted on t h e  body count f i g u r e s  a s  f a r  a s  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
opera t ion .  
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Q =  That wasn ' t  my ques t ion .  Did you ever  r ece ive  a 
r e p o r t  of t h e  numbers of c i v i l i a n s  o r  noncombatants which may 
have been k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  opera t ion  on t h e  16th?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  r ece iv ing  such a r e p o r t .  No, s i r .  

Q- Some of t h i s  you t h i n k  you have e i t h e r  seen o r  
heard b u t  y o u ' r e  n o t  sure?  

A. I c a n ' t  p o s i t i v e l y  say t h a t  I have read t h i s  
document. No, sir. But it appears t o  be f a m i l i a r  t o  me. W e  
normally d i d  not  rece ive  any c l a s s i f i e d  documents of t h i s  
n a t u r e  wi th  t h e  except ion of p lans  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t  
t h a t  were c l a s s i f i e d .  But it does look f a m i l i a r  t o  me. 

Q. Did you ever  hear  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  
conducted i n t o  t h i s  mat ter?  

A. The p o i n t  t h a t  I made e a r l i e r  t h a t  I had heard 
about t h a t .  I had t h i s  impression t h a t  t h e r e  was a f l a p .  
I t  seems t o  me t h a t  I a l s o  heard t h a t  it w a s  being inves-
t i g a t e d  a t  t h a t  time. But t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  t h e  only i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  t h a t  I would have been aware o f .  

Q You're t a l k i n g  about an impression? 

A. Yes, sir. This  i s  n o t  by any means p o s i t i v e  know-
ledge t h a t  I have. This  was an impression t h a t  I had. 

Q W e l l ,  a s i d e  from t h i s , o n e ,  d i d  you h e a r  of any 
o t h e r  r e p o r t s  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  may have been conducted? 

A .  Concerning t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t ?  

Q. Well, n o t  only My Lai ,  you s e e ,  Son Tinh and 
sometimes we hear  o t h e r  words come ou t .  One t h a t  Americans 
use most f r equen t ly  i s  P i n k v i l l e  which t h e y  use t o  d e s c r i b e  
t h i s  genera l  a r e a  he re ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  names as  we l l .  
My Lai  i s  used sometimes, sometimes TU Cung, sometimes Co 
Luy and sometimes they use t h e  v i l l a g e  name Son MY. 

A. No, sir.  I d id  n o t  hear  of any o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

(LOGAN) i? 

FOR OFFICIAL ':YE ONLY 

APP T-248  



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q - Did you ever  hear  of any d i scuss ions  t h a t  were, 
o r  d i d  anybody e v e r  mention it t o  you? I know t h a t  you d o n ' t  
have i n t i m a t e  c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  commanding genera l  and t h e  A D C 1 s  
and chief  of s t a f f ,  b u t  d id  any of them by chance e v e r  men-
t i o n  t h i s  t o  you? 

A. No, sir.  

Q = Did you ever  hea r  anything from t h e  G 1 ,  G2, G3, o r  
G5, any of t h e  personnel  from those  o f f i c e s ?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q Did you ever  h e a r  any comments from any of t h e  of -
f i c e r s  around t h e  headquar ters  about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  about 
t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  o r  about t h e  c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d  o r  a con-
f r o n t a t i o n  with t h e  a v i a t o r s  with t h e  ground f o r c e s  and s o  on? 

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q- Aside from t h i s  one impression t h a t  you gained 
someplace, which you c a n ' t  pu t  your f i n g e r  on? 

A. No, sir ,  no t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q. Well, based upon your i n t i m a t e  knowledge o f  op-
e r a t i o n s  and work on them, and I know t h a t  today is  a new 
day and you s o r t  of f o r g e t  t h e  events  i n  o rde r  t o  keep up 
wi th  opera t ions  which i s  b a s i c a l l y  your t a s k .  But d i d  you 
ever  have any case  t o  suspect  t h a t  something unusual may have 
taken p l a c e  i n  t e r m s  of some comment somebody made o r  i n  r e f -
erence t o  who o r  anything e l s e  of t h i s  na ture?  

A. Only t h a t  I have a l ready pointed o u t ,  sir.  

MR MACCRATE: You were t h e  evening b r i e f i n g  o l ' f i ce r ,  were you? 
When you d i d  t h e  b r i e f i n g  d i d  you a l s o  a t t e n d  t h e  morning 
b r i e f i n g s ?  

A. I worked, a s  I s a i d ,  days and n i g h t s  and I a l -
t e r n a t e d  both.  If I was working t h e ' d a y  s h i f t  I would be 
t h e  a l t e r n a t e  evening b r i e f e r ,  and i f  I was working t h e  
n i g h t  s h i f t  I would be t h e  a l t e r n a t e  morning b r i e f e r .  

Q. The evening b r i e f i n g  was of a l a r g e r  group than 
t h e  morning? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I t  was a t tended by a l l  t h e  primary 
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s t a f f  and s p e c i a l  s t a f f .  I t  was p r e t t y  much a formal b r i e f i n g ,  
whereas t h e  morning b r i e f i n g  was informal  and j u s t  cons i s t ed  
of  t h e  G 1 ,  G 2 ,  G3, G 4 ,  and G5, and t h e  genera l ,  and t h e  two 
ADC's .  I t  was conducted i n  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e .  

Q. And t h e  chief  of s t a f f ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And t h i s  was conducted i n  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e ?  

A. Morning b r i e f i n g  was, yes ,  sir.  

Q. SO you would go over  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  each 
morning, each morning t h a t  you were p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  b r i e f -
ing. General ly ,  however, you were i n  t h e  TOC? 

A. Thaz 's c o r r e c t ,  sir.  

Q a  What degree of con tac t  d id  you have wi th  t h e  ch ie f  
of  s t a f f  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  of what t h e  ch ie f  of  s t a f f  's  
name was. Colonel PARSON had not  come up. 

Q. It was Colonel PARSON. 

A. Was it Colonel PARSON a t  t h a t  time? 

Q. Yes. 

A. A t  t h a t  t ime,  because of t h e  TO&E p o s i t i o n s ,  I was 
a c t u a l l y  ass igned t o  t h e  chief  of s t a f f ,  b u t  t h e  duty p o s i t i o n  
t h a t  I h e l d  was G3. But I was assigned t o  t h e  ch ie f  of  s t a f f  
a s  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  a t  t h a t  time t h a t  you 'd 
say I had c l o s e  con tac t  wi th  t h e  ch ie f  o f  s t a f f .  

Q. Did it develop, a s  time went on,  i n t o  c l o s e r  contac t?  

A. Yes, sir.  I got  t o  know him and he  helped me q u i t e  
a b i t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  i n  being a b l e  t o  g e t  t h e  job t h a t  I subseq~i."ntly 
go t  with t h e  1/1 Cavalry. 
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Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  along about t h e  
middle of Apr i l  of h i s  t a l k i n g  about a r e p o r t  t h a t  had 
been received o r  a l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  by a Vietnamese o f f i c i a l  
regarding  t h e  American opera t ion  and t h e  P i n k v i l l e ,  My Lai ,  
Son MY a r e a ,  o r  anything r e l a t i n g  t o  Task Force Barker? 

A. NO, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything any conver-
s a t i o n  t h a t  I had wi th  Colonel PARSON about t h a t .  

Q- You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Exh ib i t  R-1 ,  which i s  s t i l l  
be fo re  you, appears  f a m i l i a r ,  t h a t  i t  seems t o  be f a m i l i a r .  
DO you r e c a l l  i f  what you a r e  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  back upon ap-
peared on one o r  two s h e e t s  of paper? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  answer t h a t ,  sir. I d o n ' t  know i f  
it d i d  o r  not .  

Q Did you have a r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  what you
h e r e  r e c a l l  had some th ings  i n  it t h a t  you d o n ' t  f i n d  i n  
t h a t  s h e e t ?  

A .  Well, i t ' s  t h i s  paragraph 2 t h a t  appears t o  be 
f a m i l i a r  t o  me. The o t h e r  p a r t  does no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r i n g  
a b e l l ,  b u t  t h e  second paragraph i n  t h i s  e x h i b i t  appears t o  
be  f a m i l i a r  t o  me.  

Q Can you r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  t h i n g  t h a t  you would 
expect  t o  f i n d  i n  t h e  p iece  of paper t h a t  you d o n ' t  f i n d  i n  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p i e c e  of  paper ,  and we've been t r y i n g  t o  re-
c o n s t r u c t  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  a s  t o  what was i n  t h a t  p i e c e  of paper.  
~t may be t h a t  t h a t ' s  what you have i n  mind, and we a r e  very 
anxious t o  s e e  if we can p u t  t h a t  toge the r .  

A. Well, i t  was very seldom t h a t  I read anything
typewr i t t en .  Most of what I read  e i t h e r  had been prepared 
t o  go o u t  over  t e l e t y p e  o r  had come i n  over t e l e t y p e .  And 
t h a t  may be what i t  i s ,  i s  t h a t  p a r t s  of t h i s  paragraph may 
have been on a message form going up t o  111 MAF o r  something 
of  t h a t  na tu re .  And t h a t  may have been where I read  it. They 
were c leared .  A message l i k e  t h i s  would have been c l e a r e d  
e i t h e r  by t h e  G 3 ,  o r  by Colonel BENN i f  t h e  G 3  was no t  t h e r e ,  
f o r  t ransmiss ion ,  and t h a t  may be where I ' v e  seen something 
l i k e  t h i s .  
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Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of such a paper
t h a t  had a  r e fe rence  t o  a r e p o r t  by Captain MEDINA o r  in -
te rv iew of Captain MEDINA? 

A .  No, s ir .  

Q. Were you s t i l l  a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  when Captain 
MEDINA came t o  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  He came i n  I b e l i e v e  it was i n  J u l y  
sometime, and I l e f t  about a week o r  2 o r  3 a f t e r  he came 
i n .  I d o n ' t  know i f  he a c t u a l l y  took my p l a c e  i n  t h e  DTOC 
or  i f  he  j u s t  took a job, b u t  he came i n t o  DTOC s h o r t l y  
be fo re  I l e f t .  

Q- Did you ever ,  a t  t h a t  t ime,  have any re fe rence  
back t o  t h e  opera t ions  of Task Force Barker,  any d i scuss ion  
about  t h a t ,  any i n c i d e n t  t h a t  occurred? 

A. No, sir. Captain MEDINA and I had served  to -
ge the r  a t  F o r t  Benning i n  1 9 6 6 ,  I guess ,  1965, 1966, and about  
t h e  only t h i n g  w e  ever  t a l k e d  about were t imes i n  t h e  
I n f a n t r y  School i n  F o r t  Benning. I d o n ' t  e v e r  r e c a l l  speaking 
t o  him about any p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion .  

I0 : Do you remember who Colonel PARSON'S a s s i s t a n t  
was? The a s s i s t a n t  was sometimes r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  s e c r e t a r y .  

A. There was a Major BEASLEY who w a s  i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n ,  
and he  went o u t  t o  become S3 of t h e  1 / 6  I n f a n t r y .  I d o n ' t  
r e a l l y  r e c a l l  who took h i s  p l a c e ,  and I d o n ' t  know i f  Major 
BEASLEY was i n  t h a t  job a t  t h i s  time o r  not .  . 

Q Do you r e c a l l  e i t h e r  Colonel PARSON o r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y
Major BEASLEY showing you a paper such a s  t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l  it. No, sir. I c o u l d n ' t  
say  t h a t  t h a t  happened.. 

Q =  Something t o . t h e  e f f e c t  you know, you ' r e  s tand-
i n g  around t o  go i n  t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  he re  you might want t o  
t a k e  a look a t  t h i s ?  

A. I t  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  happening. 
I t a l k e d  with Major BEASLEY i n  t h e  morning. 
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Q I d o n ' t  want t o  p u t  words i n  your  mouth o r  
t hough t s  i n  your  head. 

A.  I t a l k e d  w i t h  Major BEASLEY every morning s o  
he  would b e  prepared  i n  c a s e  t h e  c h i e f  asked him something,  
and it i s  p o s s i b l e .  

Q. Thi s  i s  t h e  k i n d  of  i n t e rwork ing  t h a t  b a s i c a l l y  
prompted m e  t o  ask t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  because I know how 
d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s  run ,  and I know what goes on ,  what 
t h e  v o c a l  i n t e r c o u r s e  i s  between t h e  va r ious  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  
i n  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  s o  t h i s  wouldn ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  b e  an 
unusual  k ind  o f  c i rcumstance.  

Do you have anyth ing  f u r t h e r  M r .  MACCRATE? 

MR MACCRATE : No. 

COL ARMSTRONG: When t h i s  h i t  t h e  news media about  4 o r  5 
months ago, what w a s  your  r e a c t i o n ?  

A. My r e a c t i o n  t o  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  any th ing  
t h a t  happened i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  t o  me- - I  t h i n k  t h a t  
t h e  people  i n  t h e  Americal-- i t  had always been a VC s t rong-
h o l d  and I d i d  n o t  react w i t h  any--I was n o t  shocked o r  any-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t  by anyth ing  happening. 

Q W a s  your  r e a c t i o n  t o  y o u r s e l f ,  " W e l l  boy, it 
h i t  t h e  f a n " ,  o r  more less e x p e c t i n g  something l i k e  t h a t ,  
n o t  be ing  s u r p r i s e d  by i t ?  

A. I w a s n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s u r p r i s e d  about  it, b u t  
t h i s  may go back t o  t h e  b u s i n e s s  t h a t  I have t h i s  impress ion 
t h a t  I can recal l  t h a t  something had happened t h e r e .  To m e  
something had happened t h e r e  a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  and when t h i s  came 
t o  l i g h t  it d i d n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  s u r p r i s e  me .  

Q I have no th ing  else,  s ir .  

I0: You have been q u i t e  h e l p f u l  t o  us major.  W e  
a p p r e c i a t e  you coming i n .  I ' m  s u r e ,  based on your  d i s c u s s i o n  
h e r e ,  you w i l l  do some more t h i n k i n g .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q And some of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  have been d i scussed  
h e r e  t h i s  morning may cause  some of  t h e s e  b i t s  and p i e c e s  t o  
f a l l  i n t o  p l a c e  i n  your  memory. I f  t h i s  be  t h e  c a s e  and you 
do  remember some f a c t s  and d e t a i l s  t h a t  w e r e  n o t  b rought  o u t  
t h e r e  t h i s  morning, we would l i k e  very much f o r  you t o  g e t  i n  
touch  w i t h  us  s o  w e  can t a k e  advantage of  it. I f  you t h i n k  
any documents, maps, a e r i a l  photos  o r  any th ing  o f  t h i s  matter 
which would b e  of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  u s ,  we would l i k e  t o  know 
abou t  t h o s e .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  I would g i v e  you an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
a sk  any q u e s t i o n s  you may l i k e  and i f  you would l i k e  t o  e n t e r  
a s t a t e m e n t  i n t o  t h e  record.  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  have any q u e s t i o n s  no r  do  I want 
t o  e n t e r  a s t a t emen t .  

I 0  : The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1015 hour s ,  27 January 
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0810 hour s ,  28 January 
1970.) 

COL ARMSTRONG: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  are p r e s e n t :  COL ARMSTRONG 
and MAJ LYNN. 

(MAJ James A .  LOGAN appeared b e f o r e  t h e  board  
t o  make a c o r r e c t i o n  i n  h i s  p rev ious  tes t imony on t h e  27th o f  
January  1970. ) 

Major LOGAN, you a r e  reminded you remain under 
o a t h  b e f o r e  t h i s  hea r ing .  

COL ARMSTRONG: Major LOGAN, w i l l  you s t a t e  what you s a i d  a 
few minutes  ago? 

A. With r e g a r d  t o  my tes t imony of  y e s t e r d a y ,  con-
c e r n i n g  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  t h a t  w e  gave t o  a v i a t i o n  pe r sonne l  i n  t h e  
America1 Div i s ion .  I s t a t e d  t h a t  o c c a s i o n a l l y  o r  p e r i o d i c a l l y  
we went o u t  and b r i e f e d  t h e  123d Av ia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  on op-
e r a t i o n s  and what had been done, s o  on and s o  f o r t h ,  i n  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  a r e a .  On g i v i n g  t h i s  more though t  l a s t  n i g h t ,  it oc-
cured  t o  m e  t h a t  it w a s  n o t  t h e  123d Av ia t ion  t h a t  w e  b r i e f e d .  
It w a s  t h e  2 1 s t  Recon Ai rp lane  Company. 
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I t  was t h e  2 1 s t  RAC t h a t  we would go ou t  and b r i e f .  These were 
t h e  people t h a t  f lew 0 - l ' s ,  observat ion p lanes ,  i n  suppor t  o f  
d i v i s i o n  missions.  They were s a t e l l i t e d  t o  t h e  America1 
Divis ion ,  and it was a  courtesy t h i n g  we d i d  f o r  t h e  2 1 s t  
RAC. A t  no t i m e  d i d  I go o u t  t o  t h e  123d and b r i e f  t h o s e  
people.  

Q Is t h a t  a l l ?  

A. Yes, sir. T h a t ' s  t h e  substance of it r i g h t  t h e r e .  

Q Thank you very much, we apprec ia te  you coming i n  
and volunteer ing  t h i s  information.  

(The hea r ing  recessed a t  0813 hours ,  28 January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: LUCAS, Warren J. LTC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 15 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH i968: Provost  Marshal, 

~ m e r i c a l  Division.  


1. KNOWLEDGE OF THE MY LA1 OPERATION. 

a .  From informant n e t .  

Lieutenant  Colonel LUCAS had s e t  up an informant 
n e t  t o  ob ta in  information concerning c r imina l  a c t i v i t y  from 
lower command echelons (pgs. 8 ,  9 ) .  However, he never heard 
anything about t h e  My Lai  opera t ion  from t h i s  n e t  (pgs. 8,  9 )  . 
The po l i cy  w a s  t h a t  he had c a r t e  blanche t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  an 
i n c i d e n t  un less  a commander determined it t o  be combat 
r e l a t e d  (pgs. 9-11, 1 3 ) .  I f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  w a s  determined 
by t h e  commander involved t o  have been a r e s u l t  of combat 
a c t i v i t y  LUCAS would i n v e s t i g a t e  only i f  t o l d  t o  go ahead 
by the  Chief o f  S t a f f  (pgs. 9 ,  11, 1 3 ) .  H e  admitted t h a t  
MACV Regulation 20-4 made it h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
war crimes,  and he d i d  no t  j u s t i f y  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  between 
combat r e l a t e d  and non-combat r e l a t e d  i n c i d e n t s  i n  t h e  f ace  
of t h e  r e g u l a t i o n ' s  requirement t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  war 
crimes (pgs. 9 ,  1 0 ) .  H e  assumed t h a t  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  
o r  MP's would have repor ted  any i n c i d e n t  involving a w a r  
crime t o  him, even one t h a t  was combat-related (pgs. 13,  
1 6 ) .  However, he heard nothing concerning t h e  My L a i  
opera t ion  (pg. 16) . 

b. From o t h e r  sources .  

Although he normally a t tended  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g s ,  

he d i d  no t  r e c a l l  a b r i e f i n g  concerning an except iona l ly  

high body count (pgs. 5 ,  6 ) .  Nei ther  t h e  chapla ins ,  nor 
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Sergeant WARREN nor Lieutenant Colonel A N A S T R ~ ~ S K Is a i d  
anything about a l a rge  number of women and chi ldren  being 
k i l l e d  i n  an operation i n  mid-March (pgs. 6 ,  7,  1 4 ) .  
~ l t h o u g h  he a t e  many meals i n  the genera l ' s  mess and had 
a close working re l a t ionsh ip  with Vietnamese province and 
pol ice  o f f i c i a l s ,  LUCAS never heard any r epor t  or VC 
propaganda about indiscr iminate  k i l l i n g  o r  he l icopters  
f i r i n g  i n t o  people along a road o r  a l a rge  number of  
c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  (pgs. 4 ,  6 ,  7 ) .  Had he 
heard of such a th ing  he would have inves t iga ted  (pg. 6 ) .  
He never saw HENDERSON'S Report of 24  Apri l  1968 and was not  
aware of  any inves t iga t ion  of the  inc ident  (pgs. 6 ,  17). 
2 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

The 11th Brigade provided i ts  own MP support  t o  Task 
Force Barker (pg. 5 ) .  He d id  not  know HOLLADAY too  
well  (pg. 11). 
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EXHIBITS  

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER 

R- 1 

DESCRIPTION-

HENDERSON 's R e p o r t  

NOTES-
v l t n e s s  had n o t  
seen before. 

PAGES 

1 7  

-
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(,The hear ing  reconvened a t  1015 hours ,  15 January 
1970.) 


10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, LTC NOLL and MAJ LYNN. 

Sir, t h e  next  wi tness  is  Lieutenant  Colonel Warren 
J. LUCAS. 

(LTC LUCAS was c a l l e d  as a wi tness ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  as  follows :) 

Colonel LUCAS, f o r  t h e  r ecord ,  w i l l  you p l e a s e  
s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, branch 
of s e r v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. L ieutenant  Colonel Warren J, LUCAS, 

Commanding O f f i c e r ,  100th MP B a t t a l i o n ,  Cor rec t iona l  O f f i c e r ,  

F o r t  Bragg, U.S. Amy. 


RCDR: Thank you, sir.  Colonel LUCAS, t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army and t h e  
Chief of S t a f f ,  United S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of de te r -
mining f a c t s  and making f ind ings  and recommendations concern-
i n g  : 

(111 t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  
t h e  chain of command, of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  
a s  t h e  My Lai  (4) i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, and 

(2)  p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding of in -
formation by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  fur -  
n i s h  information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  in-  
v e s t i g a t e  a l l  f a c t s  and circumstances of what happened a t  
My Lai (41. It i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  those  s p e c i f i c  purposes which 
I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  

General PEERS has had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  him and 
has  reviewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obta ined  i n  o t h e r  
o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t .  
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Your tes t imony w i l l  be taken under oa th .  A ver-
batim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. A t a p e  recording  is  be ing  
made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbatim notes  being taken by t h e  
r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  testimony o r  p a r t s  
of it may l a t e r  become a mat ter  of pub l i c  knowledge. 

I0 : Colonel LUCAS, i n  add i t ion  t o  myself ,  h e r e  a t  t h e  
t a b l e  t h i s  morning I have on my l e f t  M r .  Robert MACCRATE, who 
i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who has volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  
Sec re ta ry  RESOR t o  a s s i s t  me i n  t h e  conduct of t h i s  inves-
t i g a t i o n  and a l s o  t o  provide l e g a l  counsel and guidance 
t o  me. He may a l s o  address  ques t ions  t o  you a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  
I have on my r i g h t  Lieutenant  Colonel NOLL, who w i l l  s i t  i n  
on t h i s  hear ing  t h i s  morning. You should know t h a t  bes ides  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  group, we have o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  and o t h e r  in-
d iv idua l s  who a r e  l ikewise  t ak ing  test imony,  bu t  i n  t h e  f i n a l  
a n a l y s i s  i t ' s  going t o  be up t o  me t o  p u t  t h e  r e p o r t  to-
ge t h e r  and t o  make t h e  f ind ings  and recommendations. c: 

X 
A .  Yes, sir. X 

3 

Q You are ordered no t  t o  d iscuss  your testimony i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc luding  o t h e r  wi tnesses  f o r  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  i n  t h e  performance of o f f i c i a l  
duty o r  a s  you may be  requ i red  t o  do before  a competent 
j u d i c i a l ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  bodies .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
you a r e  caut ioned t h a t  i f  you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  i s sued  
by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  genera l  cour t -mar t ia l  case  of 
t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley ,  your appearance he re  i n  no way 
changes e i t h e r  t h e  e f f e c t  o r  t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of t h a t  order .  
To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, Colonel LUCAS, you have n o t  been 
c i t e d  i n  t h a t  case .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

That s c o r r e c t ,  sir. 

Q Would you s t a t e  what your duty assignment was on 
16 March 1968? 

A .  I was provos t  marshal of t h e  America1 Divis ion.  

Q How long had you been provost  marshal? 

2 
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A. I assumed t h e  d u t i e s  of provost  marshal of t h e  
Americal, I b e l i e v e ,  on 1 2  ~ p r i ' l1967. 

Q How long d i d  you remain a s  provos t  marshal a f t e r  
t h e  middle of March? 

A. I depar ted  t h e r e ,  Vietnam, on 10 May 1 9 6  8 ,  s i r .  

Q Did you remain wi th  Task Force Oregon and then  
wi th  t h e  America1 Divis ion f o r  a l i t t l e  over  a year?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q From t h e  time t h a t  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  became 
a ma t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge toward t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of 
September o r  e a r l y  October i n  1 9 6 9 ,  have you had any 
conversat ions wi th  anybody from t h e  Americal Divis ion o r  
from t h e  11th  Brigade o r  Task Force Barker concerning 
anything t h a t  may have t r a n s p i r e d  t h e r e  o r  concerning 
any of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  process? 

A. No, s i x ,  I have no t .  I have j u s t  t a l k e d  t o  
Colonel QUALLS, who w i l l  be your next  wi tness ,  who was 
t h e  G 1 ,  o f . c o u r s e ,  and I ' v e  t a l k e d  t o  no o t h e r  person from 
t h e  Americal about t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

Q Did you have any conversat ion wi th  Colonel QUALLS? 

A. W e  t a l k e d  about o l d  f r i e n d s  who we'd seen and t h i s  
type  of t h i n g ,  no s p e c i f i c s  a s  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  hear ing .  

Q Would you, f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of M r .  MACCRATE and 
myself ,  desc r ibe  your d u t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  Americal Divis ion? 
Now, I recognize t h a t  i n  t h i s  ques t ioning  t h i s  morning we ' re  
t a k i n g  you back almost 2 y e a r s  and t h a t  some of t h e s e  
th ings  might n o t  f i t  r e a d i l y  i n t o  p l a c e ,  s o  i f  some of your 
responses have t o  be genera l  i n  n a t u r e  o r  i f  you remember them, 
this w i l l  s a t i s f y  our  requirements.  

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  s ir .  To begin w i t h ,  I d i d  a l l  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  provost  marshal planning f o r  TFO under t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  of Colonel WALBY, who was t h e  G 1  a t  t h e  t ime,  and 
Colonel POOLE, t h e  chief  of s t a f f ,  and of course ,  General 
ROSSON. I went up i n  Apr i l  a t  t h a t  time t o  s e t  up--

Q ( In terpos ing)  For t h e  r ecord ,  would you i n d i c a t e  
what TFO is? 
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A. I t ' s  Task Force Oregon. A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I began set-
t i n g  up a  complete  p r o v o s t  marshal  o p e r a t i o n  which I cont inued  
u n t i l  I l e f t .  Among my d u t i e s ,  of  c o u r s e ,  were e s t a b l i s h i n g  
d i v i s i o n  c o n t r o l  of convoys and p rov id ing  t h e  m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  
f o r  t h i s .  I e s t a b l i s h e d  l i a i s o n  wi th  t h e  l o c a l  p rov ince ,  bo th  
p rov inces ,  Quang N g a i ,  and Quang Tinh o f f i c i a l s  and Danang, 
t h e  PF1s  and t h e  p e o p l e  up t h e r e  i n  USAID; a l s o  w i t h  S t a t e  
Department o f f i c i a l s .  I had s t a f f  s u p e r v i s i o n  a t  one t i m e  
o v e r  f i v e  b r i g a d e  m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  o p e r a t i o n s .  This  was when 
t h e  America1 was at i t s  z e n i t h .  Th i s  i nc luded  t h e  o l d  3d 
Br igade ,  75th D i v i s i o n ;  3d Br igade ,  4 th  D iv i s ion ;  1st Br igade ,  
1 O l s t  D iv i s ion ,  and  l l t h ,  which i s  a r a t h e r  l a r g e  MP o p e r a t i o n ,  
p l u s  my own MPs a t  d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s .  E s t a b l i s h e d  convoy 
c o n t r o l ,  t h e  TCP's and t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  on Highway I; w e n t  i n t o  
b l a c k  market ralas i n  t h e  whole v i c i n i t y  t o  c u t  t h a t  down; 
went i n t o  VD c o n t r o l ;  went i n t o  check p o i n t  o p e r a t i o n s ,  r i v e s  
p a t r o l  o p e r a t i o n s ,  r o u t e  reconna issance .  W e  d i d  t h e  normal 
t h i n g s  you do on a b a s e  camp, p a r t i c u l a r l y  when you have A i r  
Force ,  Marines,  and Amy mixed. W e  had t h e  normal t r i a l s  and 
t r i b u l a t i o n s  t h a t  come from t h a t  t y p e  of  a mix ture  i n  a 
combat zone, p a r t i c u l a r l y  when y o u ' r e  u s ing  Chu Lai  a s  a r e s t  0 
a r e a .  They p u l l e d  a b a t t a l i o n  o u t  of combat f o r  rest ,  and came 0 

J7 
up wi th  t h e  t r o o p s  t h a t  came o u t  t o  wine,  women, and songs ,  3 
you might s ay .  O f  c o u r s e ,  we handled s e c u r i t y  o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
CP when it moved o u t  and t h i s  t y p e  of  t h i n g .  A major o p e r a t i o n  
w a s  t h e  PW o p e r a t i o n  which was unusual  i n  t h e  I Corps area i n  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  p i cked  up a l l  PW's from t h e  b r i g a d e s  and t h e n  
i n  t u r n  t r a n s p o r t e d  them t o  Danang where normally t h e  h i g h e r  
h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  of c o u r s e ,  p i cks  them up. This  is  a good s i z e d  
o p e r a t i o n .  Also ,  t h e  e n t r a n c e  and e x i t  between 2,000 t o  3,000 
Vietnamese l a b o r e r s  p e r  day was under my s u p e r v i s i o n ;  t h e  
s e a r c h e s ,  t h e  checks ,  t h i s  t y p e  of t h i n g .  

Q All r i g h t .  W e l l ,  I t h i n k  t h e  impor tan t  p o i n t s  
b rought  o u t  i n  what you've j u s t  i n d i c a t e d  a r e  your  c l o s e  
working r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  t h e  prov ince  o f f i c i a l s ,  p o l i c e  
o f f i c i a l s ,  and a l s o  your r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h ,  and s t a f f  
supe rv i so ry  f u n c t i o n s  ove r ,  t h e  p rovos t  marshal  a c t i v i t y  
of  t h e  ass igned  or a t t a c h e d  u n i t s ,  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  b r i g a d e s  
and s o  on. Were you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  Task Force Barker?  

A. I had m e t  Colonel  BARKER. I knew it was going 
on. Task Force Barker  w a s  i n  t h e  a r e a  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  
the 11 th  Brigade.  A s  such ,  I d i d  n o t  p rov ide  my m i l i t a r y  
p o l i c e  f o r c e ,  and d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  w i th  Major PITTMAN, who 
w a s  t h e  b r igade  p r o v o s t  marsha l ,  and t h e  196th  Brigade 
p rovos t  marshal  who i s  now L ieu tenan t  Colonel  WHITE. I t  
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was determined t h a t  t h e  l l t h  Brigade would provide i t s  own MP1s 
t o  suppor t  Task Force Barker. I stopped i n  t h e r e  because it 
was r i g h t  o f f  Highway 1. I used t o  r i d e  t h e  t h i n g  a l l  t h e  t ime. 
I stopped i n  t h e r e  a couple of t imes j u s t  t o  s e e  what was going 
on, t o  s e e  what t h e  MP's looked l i k e  and t h a t  sor+: of t h i n g .  
I m e t  Colonel BARKER, bu t  o t h e r  than t h a t ,  I had no o t h e r  o f f i -
c i a l  capaci ty  t h e r e .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  . t h e  p o l i c e  cont ingent  t h a t  you had 
t h e r e ?  

A. A s  I remember, t h e  11th  put  11 o r  12 MP's  a t  t a s k  
fo rce  headquar ters .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  who headed t h i s  cont ingent?  

A. No, s i r ,  I do not .  

Q. Mould t h e  name WARREN, Sergeant  F i r s t  Class WARREN 
b r i n g  anything t o  mind? 

A .  That may have been it, sir .  I t  d o e s n ' t  r i n g  a 
b e l l  wi th  m e ,  sir. I b a s i c a l l y  d e a l t  with Major PITTMAN. He 
s a i d ,  "I '11 send t h e  people,  t h e  NCO I s ,  " and I don' t remember 
meeting Sergeant  WARREN the re .  H e  r i n g s  a b e l l  a s  having met 
him a t  Duc Pho, n o t  a t  Task Force Barker headquar ters .  This  
wouldn't be unusual,  because he may have been o u t  with one 
of t h e  b a t t a l i o n s  o r  many o t h e r  t h i n g s  he could be doing. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  a s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  evening of 
16 March i n  which t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of Task 
Force Barker i n t o  t h e  Son My a r e a  were given? 

A. No. 

Q P a r t  of Operation Muscatine? 

A. I dontt remember any ou t s  tanding  b r i e f i n g  mention-
i n g  My Lai  (4). o r  any Task Force Barker excep t iona l  body counts ,  
which would be t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  would r i n g  a b e l l  with me i f  I 
heard something very ,  very high. 

Q Did you normally a t t e n d  t h e  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g s ?  

A. Yes, sir.  
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Q. Would t h e  f i g u r e s  1 2 8  enemy KIA, 2 U . S .  KIA,  and 3 
weapons captured b r i n g  anything t o  mind? 

A. I t  doesn ' t  b r i n g  any p a r t i c u l a r  b r i e f i n g  t o  mind. 
I t  j u s t  seems t h a t  it would be an excep t iona l ly  high r a t i o  
of North Vietnamese, o r  Vie t  Cong, versus o u r  own l o s s  rate. 

' Q- Now t h a t  you've been given those  f i g u r e s ,  do you
r e c a l l  anything t h a t  was s a i d  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  by e i t h e r  t h e  
b r i e f e r  o r  anybody addressing ques t ions  t o  t h e  b r i e f e r ?  Were 
any d iscuss ions  going on i n  t h e  room a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. 
p a r t i c u l a r  

No, sir. 
b r i e f i n g .  

don 't remember anything about t h a t  

Q Did you e v e r  hear  of a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  t h a t  
r epor ted  t h a t  f a c t  t h a t  some women and c h i l d r e n  had been 
k i l l e d  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  down t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. No, sir. The reason I say no s o  emphat ica l ly ,  
i f  I heard t h a t ,  I had c a r t e  blanche from, I was going t o  
say t h e  headshed, b u t  from t h e  chief  of s t a f f  on up. I f  
I heard something t h a t  I thought would even smell  as being 
c r imina l ,  I should g e t  i n  t h e  a c t  and s t a r t  i n i t i a l  inves-
t i g a t i o n s  on t h i s .  This had been my s tanding  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
s i n c e  I took over  a s  provost  marshal,  and t h e s e  were never  
reversed.  

Q. Do you know i f  your people a t  t h e  PW cage and t h e  
G 2  i n t e r r o g a t o r s  sat  i n  on any of t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of p r i s -
oners  t h a t  were d e l i v e r e d  up t h e r e  on t h e  16th  o r  t h e  17th? 

A.  I assume they would, s i r ,  because we took t h e  
p r i s o n e r s  out  of Task Force Barker r a t h e r  than t a k i n g  them 
a l l  t h e  way t o  Duc Pho. I s e t  up t h e  arrangements. Why 
t ake  them down t h e r e ?  Then we'd have t o  r e l e a s e  them back 
i n  an a r e a  much c l o s e r ,  b r i n g  them up t o  d i v i s i o n  c o l l e c t i n g  
p o i n t  f o r  whatever i n t e r r o g a t i o n  was necessary.  

Q Were you ever  aware t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was 
underway of something t h a t  may have happened i n  t h e  Son My 
a rea  on 16 March by t h e  America1 Division? 

A .  I was n o t .  I was n o t .  

Q Did t h e  chapla ins  e v e r  d i scuss  anything unusual 
happening down t h e r e  w i t h  you, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  they  had heard 
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t h a t  somebody f i r e d  i n t o  some women and ch i ld ren?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  who your d i v i s i o n  chap la in  was a t  
t h a t  time? 

A. I f  you t o l d  me h i s  name, I ' m  s u r e  I could remem-
b e r  him, b u t  a t  t h e  moment I cannot r e c a l l  it. 

Q Well, a t  t h a t  t ime your d i v i s i o n  chap la in  was 
Lieutenant  Colonel LEWIS. Do you remember him ever  t a l k i n g  
t o  you? 

A. Negative,  sir.  

Q. Did you ever  s e e  any VC propaganda which might 
have pinpointed t h e  f a c t  t h a t  something unusual had taken 
p lace  i n  t h i s  a r e a  about t h e  middle of  March? 

A.  No, sir. The only VC propzganda I e v e r  saw t h a t  
was picked up was nor th  of Chu Lai .  That was given t o  me, 
o r  my MP1s picked it up; t h a t ,  I can remember. 

Q Did Sergeant  WARREN e v e r  t a l k  t o  you about what 
he had heard concerning what had gone on i n  My Lai ( 4 )  o r  
Son My on 1 6  March? 

A. No, sir. 

Q - Did you ever  hea r  anybody, e i t h e r  t h e  o f f i c e r s  
o r  t h e  e n l i s t e d  personnel ,  t a l k i n g  about t h e  number of people,  
women and c h i l d r e n ,  t h a t  were k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a  on t h a t  
day? O r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  some h e l i c o p t e r s  f i r e d  i n t o  some 
people on t h e  road o r  elsewhere? O r  t h e  l a r g e  number of 
c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q How much time d i d  you normally spend a t  d i v i s i o n  
headquar ters  o r  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l s '  mess? 

\ 
A. I always a t e  t h e  evening meal un less  I was o u t .  
So you could say I genera l ly  a t e  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  n i g h t s  a week, 
i f  I was t h e r e  a t  noontime. Depending on what was going on, 
I ' d  say I a t e  t h e  noon meal f i v e  o r  s i x ,  depending on what 
was going on. The b r e a k f a s t ,  never.  
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Q. Did you ever  hear  any of your e n l i s t e d  personnel
i n  t h e  provost  marshal o f f i c e  o r  i n  t h e  provost  marshal or-
ganiza t ion  t a l k i n g  about this? 

A. No, sir. The reason I say t h i s  i s  my C I  a s  we 
w e r e  s t a r t i n g  up a brand new program up t h e r e ,  M r .  BRANDT 
had i n s t r u c t i o n s  from me t o  s e t  up an informant n e t  
throughout a l l  t h e  b r igades ,  s o  i f  we heard some of t h i s ,  
i t  would be brought--our informants would inform my chief  
of C I .  H e  was making h i s  con tac t s  with a l l  t h e  br igade  
C I  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  br igades  t o  set up t h e s e  informant 
n e t s  s o  t h a t  we could g e t  wind of t h e s e  rumors. I f  they  
were worth checking out  we'd g e t  i n t o  them. And I never 
heard anything of  t h e  na tu re  we ' re  d i scuss ing  here  today. 

Q When d i d  you s e t  t h i s  informant n e t  up? 

A. When I came up t o  Chu Lai we s t a r t e d  working on 
it with t h e  C I  people I had. Of course ,  t h e r e  was a tu rn -
over t h e r e ,  bu t  M r .  BRANDT was t h e r e  a t  t h i s  t ime,  I b e l i e v e .  
O r  i f  M r .  BRANDT wasn ' t ,  it was r i g h t  about t h i s  t ime. I ' m  
n o t  s u r e  i f  he left i n  March o r  not .  H e  was a CW2 with t h e  
C I  program. 

Q - This  is  very s t r ange .  You had an informant n e t  
se tup .  We've t a l k e d  t o  many wi tnesses  who i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t - - e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h i n  t h e  e n l i s t e d  personnel  a t  d i v i s i o n  
headquar ters  and c e r t a i n  o t h e r  u n i t s  wi th in  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
headquarters  i t s e l f ,  t h e  headquarters  a r e a  a t  Chu Lai.  I t  
was p r e t t y  much a m a t t e r  of common knowledge and much t a l k  
and goss ip  i n  t h e  b a r s  and everyplace e l s e .  And we--

A. (Interposing):  To my knowledge, s i r ,  I was never  
t o l d  of anything l i k e  t h i s  because I would have done something 
about it. I ' v e  i n v e s 5 g a t e d  too  many t h i n g s  i n  Vietnam i n  my 
o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n ,  e i t h e r  a s 'depu ty  provos t  marshal with t h e  
1st Divis ion o r  f o r  t h e  Americal, t o  t h e  p o i n t  where a t  t i m e s  
I had gone t o  USARV and asked f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  h e l p  t o  i n v e s t i -
g a t e  s i m i l a r  type  t h i n g s .  I was never informed nor  d i d  I 
e v e r  g e t  any good rumors on such an i n c i d e n t .  

Q Well,  I t h i n k ,  then ,  t h a t  you were r e l y i n g  on t h a t  
i n v e s t i g a t i v e  o r  informant n e t  p r e t t y  h e a v i l y ,  because,  a s  I 
say ,  from our i n d i c a t i o n s ,  t h i s  was w e l l  known and w e l l  
t a l k e d  about ,  so an informant n e t  must no t  have been very 
e f f e c t i v e .  
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A. W e l l ,  it depends on what you ' r e  t a l k i n g  on an 
informant n e t .  F i r s t  of a l l ,  t h i s  i s  f o r  c r iminal  a c t i v i t i e s ,  
b lack  marketeer ing,  th ings  # a t  go on a t  t h e  base  camps. I f  
a t  t h e  moment, a combat 7ornrnander i n  t h e  America1 o r  even wi th  
t h e  1st Divis ion ,  when I was with ~ t ,determined t h a t  ~t was 
a combat a c t i o n ,  then  t h e  c r imina l  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  e f f o r t  was 
ceased o r  never  s t a r t e d ,  and it was n o t  brought i n t o  provost  
marshal channels.  This was a commander's dec i s ion .  In  o t h e r  
words, i f  t h e  a c t i o n  t h a t  took p l a c e ,  no m a t t e r  what it was, 
where t h e r e  was a  death involved seemingly of an innocent  
c i v i l i a n  o r  whatever it may b e ,  and it was determined a t  t h e  
br igade  l e v e l  t h a t  it was a combat a c t i o n ,  then  I a s  d i v i s i o n  
provost  marshal was never brought i n t o  it. 

Q. W e l l ,  do you t h i n k  t h a t ' s  i n  accordance with t h e  
d i r e c t i v e  pu t  o u t  by COMUSMACV? 

A. I won't  ques t ion  whether i t ' s  i n  accordance with 
COMUSMACV d i r e c t i o n .  The p o i n t  about it i s ,  it was never  
brought t o  me a t  a l l .  I never would h e a r  about it even. It 
may have been brought up through o t h e r  command channels b u t  
n o t  through my provos t  marshal s t a f f  channel.  

Q. I have he re  Exh ib i t  D-1,  which i s  MACV Di rec t ive  
20-4, t i t l e d ,  "Inspect ion I n v e s t i g a t i o n  of War Crimes," and 
I would ask you t o  read  paragraph 5a. 

A. I n  t h e  context  you p u t  i t ,  y e s ,  sir .  A l l  I ' m  
saying i s  t h a t  it was never brought t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  

Q Y e s ,  w e l l ,  what you were say ing  t o  me was t h a t  you 
were n o t  r e spons ib le  f o r  t h a t ;  t h a t  t h a t  was t h e  br igade  
commander. And t h i s  says everybody 's respons ib le ,  and par-
t i c u l a r l y  people such as  y o u r s e l f .  I s n ' t  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. I n  t h e  context  you put  it, y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. I n  t h e  context  I pu t  i t 3  I ' m  saying  t h a t ' s  what 
t h i s  p iece  of paper says .  That i s n ' t  t h e  con tex t .  I t ' s  what 
it says.  

A .  I agree w i t h  what you s a i d ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  follow 
what you ' r e  d r i v i n g  a t .  MY po in t  i s ,  how can I do anything 
about  something I know nothing about? 
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Q Well, my p o i n t  i s  t h a t  you may have had an i n f o r -
mant n e t  s e t  up t h a t  could have provided you information of 
t h i s ,  b u t  i f  you were going t o  t e l l  them t h a t  they  a r e  no t  
r e spons ib le  f o r  r e p o r t i n g  t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g ,  t h a t  t h e y ' r e  
responsible--

A. ( In terpos ing)  No, s i r ,  t h e  n e t  was p r imar i ly  
s e t  up, as  I s a i d ,  on t h e  p o l i c e  s i d e  of th ings .  I f  t h i s  
t h i n g  d i d n ' t  come up through t h e  channels t o  me, then  I 
wouldn ' t  have i n v e s t i g a t e d  it, because I d i d  i n v e s t i g a t e  
o t h e r  war crimes over  t h e r e .  

Q M r .  MACCRATE? 

MR MACCRATE: What o t h e r  war crimes d i d  you i n v e s t i g a t e ,  Colonel 
LUCAS? 

A. Rapes, murders, robber ie s .  

Q Could you be a l i t t l e  more s p e c i f i c  than  t h a t ,  a s  d 
t o  ins t ances  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  when they occurred and t h e  CD 
na tu re  of the-- Jl 

3 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I would be very h e s i t a n t  t o  do s o ,  
because t h i s  is  a l l  a  mat ter  of r ecord ,  and a l l  t h e  C I  cases  
t h a t  came o u t  of t h e  America1 a r e  a v a i l a b l e  and could be 
procured. I c a n ' t  g ive  you--after 2 2  months of t h i s  i n  
Vietnam--I c a n ' t  give you s p e c i f i c  da tes  and t imes ,  s ir .  
I wouldn't a t tempt  it. 

Q. Do you have any s p e c i f i c  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  kind 
of war crime i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  you've r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  having 
conducted? 

A. Rapes i n  PW c o l l e c t i o n  p o i n t s ,  robber ie s  o u t  i n  t h e  
f i e l d  where on a sweep, a platoon would go through--or a squad, 
whatever t h e  s i z e  may be--go through and rob people of t h e i r  
IIPI 11 (Vietnamese p i a s t e r s )  wi th  t h e  t h r e a t  of a grenade i n  
t h e  h u t ,  and they  keep t h e  "P ' s "  and then  use them f o r  t h e i r  
own laundry and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .  A small  squad, h a l f  a squad, 
ou t  on a  br idge  i n  t h e  middle of nowhere, p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  b r i d g e ,  
molest ing women and t h i s  type of th ing .  

Q But t h e  minute t h i s  w a s  c l a s s i f i e d  as combat a c t i o n ,  
you s a i d ,  "Hands o f f ,  t h i s  i s  no t  f o r  me"? 
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A. I d i d n ' t  do t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  sir.  I made no 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  I f  it came through i n  a  case  l i k e  t h i s ,  I 
would have been t o l d  by General KOSTER o r  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f .  
I always made an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  then ,  and put  t h e  information 
i n ,  i f  I g o t  enough fact^--many t imes i t ' s  very d i f f i c u l t ,  a s  
you know. I f  you t r y  t o  g e t  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  o u t  i n  t o  a 
v i l l a g e  t h a t ' s  i n  t h e  middle of a combat a c t i o n ,  it w a s  
almost impossible  a t  t imes ,  and then  you might wa i t  a  week 
t o  g e t  hold  of t h e  wi tnesses  f o r  t h e  suspec t ,  and then  they  
may be dead i n  t h e  meantime because of combat a c t i o n .  I t ' s  
very d i f f i c u l t .  I made no such dec i s ion .  I f  I gave t h a t  i m -
p r e s s i o n ,  I d i d  n o t .  I say ,  i f  what happened, many times t h i s  
dec i s ion  was made a t  t h e  br igade  l e v e l  and I knew nothing about 
it. I t  was determined t h e r e  it was combat and w a s  never  r e -
por ted  through m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  channels.  

Q- W e l l ,  I th ink  t h i s  bea r s  f u r t h e r  examination. I ' m  
not  a t  a l l  s a t i s f i e d  a s  t o  t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  between t h a t  which 
i s  combat a c t i o n  and t h a t  which i s  no t .  Apparently t h e r e  was 
a g r e a t  d e a l  of t a l k  a t  Chu Lai dur ing  t h i s  pe r iod  about what 
w e  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  i n v e s t i g a t i n g ,  and i t ' s  q u i t e  t r u e  t h a t  anything 
t h a t  occurred ,  occurred i n  t h e  course of t h e  combat a c t i o n .  No doub 
t h a t  t h i s  was a l l  p a r t  of an opera t ion  t h a t  extended over sev-
e r a l  days. But i f  information a s  t o  what took p lace  during 
such an opera t ion  was c i r c u l a t e d  a t  t h e  base  and came t o  your 
a t t e n t i o n ,  what d i d  you understand your r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  
be a t  t h a t  po in t?  

A. The moment I thought it was c r imina l  i n  n a t u r e ,  
and t h i s  type  of t h i n g  were involved ,  a t a s k  f o r c e  i n  op-
e r a t i o n ,  I would have gone immediately t o  my ch ie f  of s t a f f ;  
and s a i d  h e r e ' s  t h e  f a c t s  and h e r e ' s  t h e  rumors I ' m  g e t t i n g ,  
and I t h i n k  it should be i n v e s t i g a t e d .  

Q Thinking back t o  t h i s  t ime,  do you r e c a l l  who was 
t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n ,  t h e  123d? 

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q Do you remember Colonel HOLLADAY? 

A. I had m e t  him a couple of t imes.  

I0 : Wait j u s t  a minute. You s a i d  you 'd m e t  him a 
couple t imes.  He was on t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f +  He was t h e  
a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ,  and you ' re  saying you met him a couple 
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times+ He was a t  t h e  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  everyday, which you say 
you attended$ Now, how can you say t h a t ?  d 

A. I would have t o  see  t h e  man's face  because we 
had a couple of a v i a t i o n s  o f f i c e r s .  We had two b a t t a l i o n  
commanders working t h e r e  a l s o ,  s ir .  A l l  I ' m  saying  i s ,  I 
be l i eve  I m e t  him. T h a t ' s  t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  
I f  I ' m  wrong and s e e  t h e  man, I can t e l l  you r i g h t  o f f  t h e  
b a t  whether I knew him. I d i d  no t  know him w e l l .  

MR MACCRATE: You say  t h a t  i f  r e p o r t s  reached you t h a t  i n  
t h e  course of a combat opera t ion  something of a c r imina l  
c h a r a c t e r  had occurred ,  you would have brought t h a t  t o  t h e  
a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f .  You would no t  have--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  I would a l s o  have gone t o  Major 
PITTMAN down a t  t h e  11th  MP--11th Brigade and s a i d ,  "What 
do you know about t h i s ? "  s o  I can--because t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  
t h e  chief  would have asked me i s  what kind of f a c t s  do you 
have t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h i s ?  

Q Well, what would you expect  t o  f i n d  from Major 
PITTMAN? 

A: Well, he had t h e  MP's down t h e r e ,  sir. 

Q . But t h i s  was o u t  on an opera t ion .  Would t h e  MP's 
have been o u t  on an opera t ion?  

A. They very e a s i l y  could have been. 

Q. I f  t h e  MP's were n o t  out  on t h e  opera t ion ,  you 
wouldn't  g e t  very much information from them, would you? 

A. No, sir. 

Q I f  t h e  k ind  of r e p o r t  t h a t  was c i r c u l a t e d  was a s  
t o  what had occurred i n  t h e  course of t h e  combat opera t ion ,  
you werentt going t o  g e t  very much information from Major 
PITTMAN. Where - e l s e  would you t u r n ?  Would t h a t  be t h e  l i m i t  
of your i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  i n  your i n v e s t i g a t i v e  re-
s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  as you understood them? 

A. I f  t h e r e  -was a rumor, and t h e  ch ie f  s a i d ,  "Go ahead," 
I would send i n v e s t i g a t o r s  down t o  t a sk  fo rce  headquarters  t o  
s t a r t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
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Q But you would have done noth ing  unless  t h e  ch ie f  
of s t a f f  t o l d  you t o  go ahead and do something a t  t h a t  p o i n t .  
Your genera l  c a r t e  blance i n s t r u c t i o n s  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  
c r imina l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  you f e l t  were no longer  a p p l i c a b l e  
if a combat opera t ion  were involved? 

A. W e l l ,  many rumors a r e  f l y i n g  around i n  combat. 
Which do you be l i eve?  Which d o n ' t  you be l i eve?  

Q No, I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about t h a t .  I want your
understanding of  what your s tanding  i n s t r u c t i o n s  were, 
Colonel LUCAS. You s a i d  you had c a r t e  blanche t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
any c r imina l  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  came t o  your a t t e n t i o n ,  b u t  you 
s a y ,  apparent ly ,  t h a t  it w a s  involved i n  combat 
a c t i o n ,  then  you only made an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a f t e r  g e t t i n g  
an express  d i r e c t i v e  from t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f .  Is t h a t  t h e  
d i s t i n c t i o n  you draw? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I f  it - w a s  dec lared  a combat a c t i o n ,  
I d i d  n o t  move i n t o  it a t  a l l  wi th  my i L ~ v e s t i g a t o r s .  

10: Well, t h e  r e a l  ques t ion  i s  whether your inves-
t i g a t o r s ,  i f  they  heard something about an i n c i d e n t  t h a t  
w a s  involved i n  a combat a c t i o n ,  would r e p o r t  it t o  you 
s o  t h e  ma t t e r  could be checked i n t o ?  

A.  I assume they would. I had a g r e a t  deal--I had 
complete f a i t h  i n  them. 

Q- W e l l ,  f o r  example now, i f  you had i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
a r e a ,  you had two a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n s ,  you had t h e  1 4 t h ,  you 
had t h e  123d. 

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Did you have any of your informants  i n  e i t h e r  of 
t h e s e  b a t t a l i o n s ?  

A. I cannot remember, s i r .  

Q Did you have any i n  DIVARTY? 

A. I t h i n k  so. W e  had some DIVARTY people c l o s e  by.  
I know we checked out  some a l l e g a t i o n s ,  which d idn '  t have t o  
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do with t h i s  one, b u t  of a l l e g a t i o n s  of a v i a t o r s  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  
shoot ing  a t  people on t h e  r i v e r s ,  yes ,  s i r .  The so-ca l led  
"blue zones. " 

Q Was it understood i n  t h e  t r a i n i n g  of your MPts t h a t  
i f  they heard anyth ing  t h a t  would've smelled of a war crime 
t h a t  they were t o  make s u r e  t h a t  it was repor ted?  

A. Anything t h a t  i s  c r imina l  i n  n a t u r e ,  t h e  MP 's were 
t r a i n e d  t o  r e p o r t ,  I don' t  remember i f  it s p e c i f i c a l l y  was 
i n  t h e  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  we conducted because it came up t h e r e  
with MP's  t h a t  had a l ready been i n  country.  Of course ,  we 
had replacements come i n .  

MR MACCRATE : What d i v i s i o n  w a s  made between your i n v e s t i g a t i v e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and those  of t h e  G 5  with r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  k i l l -
i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  or t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of c i v i l i a n  property? When 
would you g e t  i n t o  such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and when would it 
be regarded as  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  G5?  C)-

k - '  

A .  Any o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  I would have t o  make. i 3  
The G 5  may have looked a t  it from h i s  a s p e c t s .  He would g e t  LO 
i n  and t ake  t h e  s ta tements  and t h i s  type  of t h i n g  i n  performing 
t h e  o f f i c i a l  Army i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  The C I  normally would have 
done it i f  it was a c r imina l  a c t  o r  an a l l eged  c r imina l  a c t .  

Q- Well, were your s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  to--

A .  ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes, a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  G 5 ?  I knew 
him very we l l .  

Q And did  you from time t o  time a s s i s t  Colonel 
ANISTRANSKI i n  connection wi th  such i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ?  

A .  Not s o  much wi th  i n v e s t i g a t i n g .  More with t h e  
movement of people and he lp ing .  I f  he wanted an 
i n v e s t i g a t o r ,  I ' d  j u s t  t u r n  an i n v e s t i g a t o r  over  t o  him. 
I don ' t  remember any p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t s  where Gus asked 
f o r  anybody i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  

Q Do you remember any comments of Colonel ANISTRANSKI 
with  r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  opera t ion  i n  t h e  middle of March of 1968 
dur ing  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g  sess ion?  

A. Nothing i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  because he was having a l l  
kinds of problems wi th  t h i s  G 5  bus iness .  H e  used t o  t a l k  
about t h e  movement of c i v i l i a n s  and providing supp l i e s  and 
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t r u c k s  and this s o r t  of th.lng,  what a huge t a s k  it was t o  g e t  
the c i v i l i a n s  moved o u t  of t h e s e  combat a reas .  

Q Do you remember him r a i s i n g  any ques t ion  about 
the moving of  c i v i l i a n s  out of t h e  Son My Vi l l age  area?  

A .  I n  t h a t  Batangan Peninsula ,  and you can c o r r e c t  
me, he was t r y i n g  f o r  a long tiroe t o  g e t  them i n t o  refugee 
c e n t e r s .  It  had been s o r t  of a so re  s p o t  f o r  a long t i m e ,  
t r y l n g  t o  g e t  t h e s e  people moved o u t ,  l i k e  he  had done i n  
o t h e r  a r e a s .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  one of t h e  th ings  t h a t  
1 think is  r e l a t i v e l y  important.  Not t o o  many people came 
t o  me w i t h  a l l e g a t i o n s  of crimes and s o  on. I may have 
heard vague rumors and s o  on, and it may, as you s t a t e ,  have 
been common knowledge around d i v i s i o n  headquar ters .  But as 
the so -ca l l ed  " top policeman," not  t o o  many people came 
and t o l d  me ahout  th ings  l i k e  t h i s ,  and t h i s  i s  t r u e  any-
p lace  i n  t h e  Army, 

I0 : Well, t h i s  i s  one of t h e  purposes of your in-
formant n e t  t o o ,  is .nl ' t  i . t ?  

A .  T h a t K s  c o r r e c t ,  sir. T h i s  i s  one of t h e  reasons 
why you t r y  t o  s e t  it up. 

Q - And what b a f f l e s  me, very f r a n k l y ,  is  t h a t  i f  
you had an informant n e t  that was anywhere n e a r  e f f e c t i v e ,  
why d i d n ' t  it p i c k  up this p e r s i s t e n t  t a l k  t h a t  went on 
f o r  a s  long a s  2 weeks? 

A. I cannot answer t h a t ,  s i r .  The same thing--

Q. [Interposing] W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  a r e a l  important p o i n t  
t o  m e ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  because of  what w a s  d iscovered  t h e s e  o r  
what w a s  r epor ted ,  but  it i s  important  t o  me t h a t  we g e t  
our  M P ' s  i n s t r u c t e d  proper ly  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  so t h a t  they  know 
that anytime they hear  of a w a r  crime be ing  committed t h e y ' r e  
t o  r e p o r t  it. I g e t  t h e  impression here, very f r a n k l y ,  t h a t  
i f  a war crime took p lace  i n  a combat s i t u a t i o n  your informants 

.wouldn ' t  r e p o r t  it. A s  a consequence, you probably wouldn't  
h e a r  about i t ,  which is no t  i n  accordance with t h e  d i r e c t i v e  
t h a t  i s ,  was, p u t  ou t  by MACV, by I11 MAF or  by t h e  i n t e n t  
of a l l  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  which we have. So it would appear t o  
m e  t h a t  some n;ol:e spec i . f ic  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a r e  necessary f o r  
the Me's. 
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A. The p o i n t  i s ,  t h a t  i f  t h e  MP's had heard about 
it, I ' m  s u r e  I would have heard about it. The people t h a t  
were i n  t h e  a c t i o n  would t a l k ,  t h e r e  would have been t h e  
rumors f l o a t i n g  around, my MP1s would pick it up and then  
r e p o r t  up through th.e chain of command o r  t h e  s t a f f  super-
v i s i o n  chain.  

Q . Some of your MP's had a reasonably good know-
ledge t h a t  something unusual took p lace .  They d i d n ' t  have 
t h e  d e t a i l s ,  b u t  t h e y  had enough upon which they  could 
have repor ted  t o  you s o  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i v e  process  could 
have been s e t  i n  o r d e r .  

A. I c a n ' t  d i s a g r e e  wi th  t h a t  because I d o n ' t  know. 
A11 I can say ,  and I ' m  saying it under oa th  aga in ,  it never ,  
i n  any way, came t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  

Q W e l l ,  I understand t h a t ,  and I ' m  accept-
i n g  what you say .  Therefore ,  t h e  ques t ion  a r i s i n g  i n  my 
mind i s  as  t o  whether o r  n o t  t h e r e  might no t  have been 
some confusion as f a r  as what i s  t o  be r epor ted  and under 
what circumstances.  

A.  Well, we c e r t a i n l y  i n v e s t i g a t e d  enough murders 
over t h e r e  of t h i s  same type ,  where a t roop  could be 
s tanding  around a per imeter  and a s o l d i e r  j u s t  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  
o r  f o r  no good reason t akes  a  s h o t  and k i l l s  one,  two, t h r e e ,  
four ,  f i v e ,  s i x  people ,  o r  goes o u t  and does t h i s ,  s o  I 
f a i l  to-I t h i n k  my MP ' s  a t  t h a t  time knew more--or knew 
they should be r e p o r t i n g  t h i s .  

Q. Well, i f  it was repor ted  through t h e  MP channel,  
t h a t  would be one t h i n g ,  b u t  were those  a l l  r epor ted  through 
t h e  MP channel? 

A. I go t  them r i g h t  out  of t h e  br igade MP people;  
went down and d i d  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  f o r  them. 

Q I understand t h a t ,  h u t  t h a t  doesn ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
mean t h a t  they  w e r e  t h e  ones t o  pick up and i n i t i a l l y  pass  
it on. I t  may have been t h a t  somebody f i l e d  an o f f i c i a l  re-
p o r t  wi th  t h e m .  

A. I c e r t a i n l y  agree  w i t h  t h a t  p o s s i b i l i t y .  

&ucAsl 16 APP T-157 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q • Do you have any more ques t ions ,  M r .  MACCRATE? 

MR MACCRATE: I f  any of these  examples t h a t  you have r e c a l l e d  
today r e l a t e  t o  an a c t u a l  movement of fo rces  wi th in  t h e  course 
of an operation--you t a l k e d  about a  per imeter  and I understand 
t h a t  a  per imeter  i s  maintained around any base  opera t ion ,  b u t  
what examples do you have--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  The s p e c i f i c  one I can g ive  you t h a t  
I mentioned was t h e  one where a p la taon  w a s  ou t  on a sweep 
and went i n t o  a v i l l a g e  and robbed t h e  people of t h e i r  " P u s "  
with t h e  t h r e a t  of holding a grenade near  t h e  h u t  and th ings  
l i k e  t h i s .  That was a s p e c i f i c  one,  t h e  other--

10: ( In te rpos ing)  When d i d  t h a t  t ake  p lace?  

A. I c a n ' t  t e l l  you t h a t ,  sir. I d o n ' t  remember. I t  
w a s  a C I  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and it can be determined. 

Q Was it a formal I G  i n s p e c t i o n  accompanied by--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, sir.  I t  was a provos t  marshal 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  C I  type.  

Q Colonel LUCAS, i f  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  any of t h i s  s t a r t s  
f i t t i n g  i n t o  p l a c e ,  and you r e c a l l  having heard something from 
w i t h i n  t h e  s t a f f  o r  from w i t h i n  your information n e t ,  from 
w i t h i n  t h e  e n l i s t e d  personnel  of d i v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  o r  i n  
t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  we'd l i k e  you t o  g e t  i n  touch wi th  us t o  l e t  us  
know s o  we can have t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h i s  information.  Before 
w e  te rminate  t h e  hea r ing ,  I have he re  a document t h a t  has been 
en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  a s  Exh ib i t  R-1 ,  da ted  2 4  Apr i l  1968, 
s u b j e c t :  "Report of I n v e s t i g a t i o n , "  t o  t h e  Commanding General ,  
America1 Divis ion.  I ask i f  p r i o r  t o  your depar tu re  from t h e  
d i v i s i o n  you had seen t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

A. No, sir. I d i d  no t ;  

Q- I wish you'd look a t  a l l  p a r t s  of t h e  document. 

A.  No, s ir .  

MR MACCRATE: Did you ever  h e a r  t h a t  such a r e p o r t  had been 
made ? 
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A. Na, sir, 

Q Did you e v e r  hear  any caut ion  expressed a s  t o  aa 

d i scuss ion  of t h e  opera t ions  of Task Force Barker? 

A. The only  t h i n g  I remember i s  they  were very con-
cerned over. t h e  amount of American l o s s e s  t o  t h e  mines ,.booby 
t r a p s ,  and s o  on they  were g e t t i n g  down t h e r e .  The g r e a t  con-
cern a t  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  was t h i s ,  t h e  con t inua l  l o s s  
a f t e r  l o s s  of l i f e ,  one man h e r e ,  another  man t h e r e .  Of 
course ,  a g r e a t  d e a l  of c r i t i c i s m  was made of t h e  2d ROC 
Marine Brigade f o r  having left--allowed t h i s  t o  go on and 
then we picked it up a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  I be l i eve  it was t h e i r  
a rea  of opera t ion .  

Q. I n  conclus ion ,  I would l i k e  t o  remind you t h a t  you've 
been d i r e c t e d  t o  n o t ,  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y , .  
d i scuss  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  process  of it, o r  your 
testimony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Do you have anything t h a t  you 
would l i k e  t o  add f o r  t h e  record ,  o r  do you have any ques t ions  
t o  ask? 3 

3 

A .  No, sir. Am I permanently dismissed? m 

I 0 : The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The hea r ing  recessed a t  1100 hours ,  15 January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: LUPER, Robert B.,, LTC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 1 0  December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Commander of t h e  6 th  
B a t t a l i o n ,  l l t h  A r t i l l e r y ,  i n  suppor t  of t h e  llth I n f a n t r y  
Brigade 

1. PmOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

a. Requested support .  

The witness  was p re sen t  dur ing  t h e  planning s t a g e s  
of t h e  a s s a u l t  on My Lai (pg. 4 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  Lieutenant  
Colonel BARKER requested a f i v e  minute a r t i l l e r y  prep f i r e d  
on t h e  south end of My Lai  ( 4 )  n o t  on t h e  landing zone 
(pgs. 5, 7 ) ,  which w a s  some 1000 meters southwest of t h e  
hamlet (pg. 6 ) .  

b. Clearance f o r  a r t i l l e r y .  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  when he had a r eques t  f o r  
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  he f i r e d  it (pgs. 32, 45, 46) .  H e  noted 
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  no reason f o r  him t o  ques t ion  t h e  r eques t  
of t h e  ground commander (pg. 32) .  Captain VAZQUEZ, h i s  
l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  wi th  Task Force Barker, would normally 
c l e a r  t h e  f i r e  f o r  any opera t ion  (pgs. 7, 8 ) .  H e  thought 
t h a t  t h e  a r e a  i n  i s s u e  w a s  a f r e e  f i r e  a r e a ,  b u t  w a s  no t  
cer ta in .  (pg. 8 ) .  The f i r e  would be c l ea red  through t h e  
Son Tinh District  (pg. 8 ) .  The wi tness  admitted t h a t  he 
could n o t  recall any t i m e  when a r eques t  f o r  c lea rance  t o  
f i r e  i n  a' VC con t ro l l ed  a r e a  w a s  re fused  by p o l i t i c a l  
people when t h e r e  were no ARVN's,  PF1s,  or RF1s i n  t h e  
area (pgs. 32, 46) .  H e  noted t h a t  gene ra l ly  a r t i l l e r y  
prepara tory  f i r e  would have been observed and he thought 
t h a t  VAZQUEZ observed t h i s  one (pg. 28 ) .  
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c .  C iv i l i an  s i t u a t i o n .  

The witness s t a t e d  t h a t  he d id  not  know how 
populated the  a rea  of operation was nor d id  he conduct any 
personal a i r  view of the  scene p r i o r  t o  t h e  operat ion 
(pgs. 8, 9 ) .  He d id  note t h a t  t h e  area  w a s  mos,tly bombed 
out  (pg. 2 4 ) .  

3. ASSAULT ON MY L A 1. 

The witness accompanied t h e  11th Brigade Commander, 
Colonel HENDERSON, i n  h i s  he l i cop te r  on the  morning of the  
operation (pg. 11). The f i r s t  l i f t  of troops went i n  a t  
around 0730 hours and was completed by 0750 .hours (pg. 19) . . 

He saw smoke i n  t h e  a rea  and noted t h a t  it was more than 
normal f o r  t h a t  usual ly  seen i n  an operation i n  the  open, 
but  not necessar i ly  more than normal f o r  t h a t  i n  a v i l l a g e  
area (pgs. 25, 30) . 

b. Persons observed. 

When the  witness a r r ived  over t h e  a rea ,  he observed 
about f i f t y  people moving out  of the  v i l l a g e  area  towards 
Highway 521 (pg. 1 2 )  from the  area  of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  
(pg. 2 9 ) .  The command hel icopter  saw two o ther  people who 
were suspected of being V C ' s  and went down and picked them 
up. They turned ou t ,  upon in ter rogat ion ,  t o  be PF's who 
had been held capt ive  i n  the  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 2 ) .  There were 
no U.S. troops i n  the  area  where these  were picked up (pg.33). 

c .  Bodies observed i n  the  area.  

The witness noted t h a t  when f ly ing  over the  area  
he saw what appeared t o  be women and chi ldren  k i l l e d  (pg. 17) .  
He emphasized t h a t  he d id  not  s t a t e  t h a t  these  were c i v i l i a n s ,  
however (pg. 23). There were about f i f t e e n  t o  twenty bodies 
seen about 0800 hours (pgs. 18, 1 9 ) .  He did no t  know 
whether o r  not  HENDERSON saw these  bodies (pg. 20). The 
witness s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  h i s  opinion t h a t  t h e  pos i t ion  of the  
U.S. troops i n  regard t o . t h e  bodies indicated t h a t  t h e  troops 
did not  k i l l  them (pg. 30) .  The witness r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  he  
did not  see  a massive group of bodies, bu t  only t h e  group 
mentioned here (pg. . 4 3 ) .  The c a s u a l t i e s  seen on t h e  road 
could have been caused by f i r e  from gunships (pg. 29). 
During t h e  morning the re  was a r e p o r t  received t h a t  the re  
were 69 k i l l e d  as  a r e s u l t  of a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  (pg. 15) .  ~ h e s e  
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were assumed by t h e  witness t o  be ~ ~ ' ( p g .  16) .  

3. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

a .  Indicat ions t h a t  i n q u i r i e s  should be conducted. 

(1) The witness t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he had heard nothing 
t h a t  made him suspect  t h a t  anything ou t  of t h e  ordinary had 
happened (pg. 27).  H e  was not  f ami l i a r  with any accusatory 
propaganda (pg. 27). He s t a t e d  t h a t  he was not  c e r t a i n  
t h a t  innocents were k i l l e d  t h a t  day. and t h a t  he d id  not  
f e e l  t h a t  t h e  known f a c t s  warrante i -an  a r t i l l e r y  inc ident  
inves t iga t ion  (pg., 48). However, he noted t h a t  he had made no 
p a r t i c u l a r  e f f o r t s  t o  see  i f  h i s  a r t i l l e r y  had k i l l e d  innocent 
c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  day (pg. 51). 

( 2 )  The testimony f u r t h e r  indica ted  t h a t ,  al though. 
t h e  body count t o  weapons r a t i o  was 128 t o  th ree ,  no one 
was p a r t i c u l a r l y  surpr ised  (pg. 17) .  The witness noted t h a t  
it was thought t h a t  t h e  128 t o  two k i l l  r a t i o  w a s  unusual 
(pg. 18) .  Of course, it was thought t h a t  the re  were 69 VC 
k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  (pgs. 15, 16) .  The witness s t a t e d  
t h a t  the re  had been no repor t  made t o  him t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  
had been k i l l e d  by h i s  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  (pg. 4 4 ) .  Further,  
he s t a t e d  t h a t  no one was p a r t i c u l a r l y  concerned about t h e  
r epor t s  t h a t  some noncombatants had been k i l l e d  by e i t h e r  
gunship o r  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  (pg. 31) . 

b. Inves t iga t ions  conducted. 

(1) The witness s t a t e d  t h a t  he had never seen 
HENDERSON'S repor t  	(Exhibit  R-1) nor any of i t s  inc losures  
(pgs. 2 6 ,  27).  Further ,  he had no knowledge of anything 
s i m i l a r  t o  it having been submitted t o  the  America1 Division 
commander (pg. 26). He asser ted  t h a t  he was not  aware of 
any subsequent inves t iga t ion  of the  16 March operat ion 
(pg. 2 4 ) .  H e  was never d i rec ted  personal ly t o  inves t iga te  
any such inc iden t  (pg. 31) ,  and he queried no one s p e c i f i c a l l y  
about it (pg. 4 2 ) .  He added t h a t  he never heard any in- 
s t r u c t i o n s  t o  suppress information of t h e  16 March operation 
(pg. 31).  The witness t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he was never questioned 
about t h i s  operat ion by YOUNG, BARKER, o r  HENDERSON (pgs. 
4 2 ,  43).  

0 


(2) The witness d id  r e c a l l  hearing HENDERSON speak 
with Captain MEDINA about t h e  k i l l i n g  of a woman (pg. 22)  , 
but  t h a t  inc iden t  was t h e  only matter  t h a t  he thought , 

was being inves t iga ted  (pgs. 30, 52) . 
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4 .  REPORTS OF INVESTIGATIONS. 

a.  Knowledge of repor ts .  

The witness s t a t e d  t h a t  he had never heard of any 
repor ts  o r  inves t iga t ions  being conducted, save f o r  t h a t  
of the  inc ident  involving MEDINA (supra, pa r ,  3.b.) .  He 
was not  f ami l i a r  w i t h  Exhibit  R-1, t he  r epor t  of HENDERSON, 
or  any of i ts  inclosures  (pg. 2 6 ) .  He noted t h a t  he was not  
fami l ia r  with the  r epor t  t o  the  America1 Division t h a t  over 
twenty c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  i n  My Lai (pgs. 43, 4 4 ) .  

b. Reports of a r t i l l e r y  incidents .  

(1) The witness explained t h a t  i n  instances where'  
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  was misdirected,  the re  would be a repor t .  He 
noted t h a t  these  " incidents"  t o  which he re fe r red  were only 
i n  cases of misdirected f i r e .  However, he d id  s t a t e  t h a t  
where the re  was a r epor t  of noncombatant deaths an invest iga-
t i o n  would normally have been conducted (pg. 36).  

( 2 )  The witness s t a t e d  t h a t  the re  w a s  a USARV re-
quirement t h a t  a l l  cases of a r t i l l e r y  " incidents"  would be 
reported t o  the  next higher headquarters (pg. 47). H e  added 
t h a t  on the  day i n  quest ion he was never made aware of any 
c i v i l i a n  deaths due t o  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  (pg. 4 4 ) .  Thus, he 
submitted no repor t .  Although he was aware t h a t  some deaths 
were due probably t o  e i t h e r  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  o r  gunship f i r e ,  
he was not  t o l d  by the  d iv i s ion  t o  submit a  r e p o r t  (pg. 50) ,  
nor was he informed t h a t  d iv i s ion  had submitted any repor t  
t o  i ts  higher headquarters (pg. 4 8 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  as long 
as  the re  was an a l t e r n a t i v e  possible  cause of death,  i n  
t h i s  ins tance  gunship f i r e ,  he f e l t  no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  
i n i t i a t e  a  r epor t  himself (pg. 50) .  

4 SUM APP T-13 
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION - - ' NOTES PAGES 

R- 1 HENDERSON'S Report 

MACV Directive 525-18 

,aver seen. 
Fami l iar  with  
t h i s .  

26 

27 
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SUMMARY ,OF RECALL TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : LUPER, Robert  B. COL 

DATES OF TESTIMONY: 11 and 12 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: F a i l u r e  t o  obey a g e n e r a l  o r d e r  and 
d e r e l i c t i o n  o f  du ty .  

COUNSEL: Bryan A.,MARMESH, CPT. J A G C ,  s t a t i o n e d  wi th  t h e  
Of f i ce  o f  t h e  Judge Advocate Genera l ,  Washington, D.C.  

DUTY ASSIGNYENT. ON 16 MARCH 1968: Commander o f  t h e  6 t h  
B a t t a l i o n ,  l l t h  A r t i l l e r y ,  i n  suppor t  o f  t h e  l l t h  I n f a n t r y  
Brigade.  

. 
1. FLYOVER OF THE SON MY AREA DURING THE OPERATION. 

a. Personne l  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  
--

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  h i s  
r e c o l l e c t i o n  Colonel  HENDERSON, Major MCKNIGHT, and 
h imse l f  w e r e  t h e  m l y  persons  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  excep t  
f o r  t h e  p i l o t s .  He no ted  t h a t  it w a s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  
Se rgean t  ADCOCK was t h e r e ,  o p e r a t i n g  t h e  conso le  f o r  
HENDERSON (pgs . 61, 62) . 

b. Observa t ions  from t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d , a s  he e a r l i e r  t e s t i f i e d ,  
t h a t  he  saw 15 t o  20 bodies  on t h e  ground,  some o f  which 
could  have been women and c h i l d r e n .  H e  d id  n o t  r e c a l l  
s e e i n g  any d i t c h ,  a l though he  no ted  t h e r e  could  have 
been one (pg.  6 3 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  he r e c a l l e d  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  f l y i n g  a t  1500 f e e t  most o f  t h e  t ime 
(pgs.  62, 63) . He then  recounted t h e  command and c o n t r o l  
h e l i c o p t e r  going down and p i ck ing  up two ~ i e tCong s u s p e c t s .  
H e  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t hey  were picked  up on t h e  road  n e a r  a 
bend i n  Highway 521; h e  saw no bodies  a t  t h i s  t ime (pgs. 62, 
63 ,  65, 6 6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  po in t ed  o u t  t o  t h e  committee 
t h a t  h e  was n o t  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  a s  an o b s e r v e r ,  t h e r e f o r e  
MCKNIGHT and HENDERSON might have seen  something t h a t  he d i d  
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n o t  no t i ce .  H e  added t h a t  he d i d  no t  have a c l e a r  view 
o f  t h e  ground from h i s  vantage p o i n t  in t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
(pgs. 64, 85) .  

c. ~omrnunications o f  t h e  witness .  

The witness t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  whed he flew with 
HENDERSON on t h e  morning of t h e  opera t ion ,  he used a 
p o r t a b l e  PRC-25 r a d i o  (pg. 81) . H e  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h i s  
was no t  t h e  b e s t  form of  communication, b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  
it was t h e  b e s t  he could g e t  from brigade (pg. 82) . 
The G t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  normally he would have continued 
t o  s t a y  on the a r t i l l e r y  n e t  a s  long a s  a r t i l l e r y  had 
been needed i n  the a r e a ,  and although he may have l i s t e n e d  
t o  t h e  ground conso le  from time t o  t ime, he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  Task Force Barker n e t  (pgs. 82, 83, 87) .  
The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he very seldom g o t  on t h e  t a c t i c a l  
r a d i o  dur ing  an o p e r a t i o n ,  and when he d i d  it was p r imar i ly  
t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  something had gone wrong. He d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  g e t t i n g  an t h e  t a c t i c a l  r a d i o  t h a t  morning (pgs.  86, 
87). 

d. conversa t ion  with Colonel HENDERSON. 

The wi tness  r e l a t e d  t h a t  he could n o t  r e c a l l  
having a conversa t ion  wi th  HENDERSON t h a t  morning, wherein 
HENDERSON s t a t e d  h e  was concerned about t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  
c i v i l i a n s  and that he had pu t  a c a l l  i n t o  Task Force 
Barker t o  t e l l  t h e m  t o  s t o p  shoot ing and burning (pg. 98). 

2. EVFNTS UPON RETURN TO LANDING ZONE DOTTIE. 

The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  C&C h e l i c o p t e r  r e tu rned  
t o  LZ Dot t i e  and m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  picked up t h e  two Vie t  
Cong suspects .  H e  f u r t h e r  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  he went t o  t h e  
Task Force Barker TOC where General KOSTER met and spoke 
wi th  Colonel HENDERSON. He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  substance o f  
t h a t  conversa t ion  (pgs.  70, 7 4 ) .  He noted t h a t  he could 
n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  anything about KOSTER's a r r i v a l  
nor  any b r i e f i n g  o f  KOSTER (pgs.  9 1 ,  9 2 ) .  He could n o t  
r e c a l l  any r a d i o  t ransmiss ions  coming i n t o  t h e  TOC nor could 
he  r e c a l l  having a conversa t icn  wi th  Captain GAMBLE $r Major 
CALHOUN t h e r e  (pgs. 70, 7 4 ,  75) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  
Colonel BARKER in t h e  TOC (pg. 70 )  . 
3 .  OBSERVATIONS D U R I N G  THE SECOND FLYOVER OF THE AREA. 

A f t e r  l eav ing  Landing Zone Dot t i e ,  t h e  wi tness  s t a t e d  
they flew back over  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a rea .  He t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  
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t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  he could r e c a l l  s ee ing  was about t h e  
normal amount of  smoke,.or somewhat more than  normal f o r  
t h a t  type  opera t ion  (pg. 77 )  . He could n o t  remember 
f l y i n g  down low over  My L a i  a t  t h a t  time t o  look f o r  bodies 
k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ,  nor having seen any bodies  on t h e  
ground during this second f lyover  (pgs. 77, 78) .  He 
dec lared  t h a t  he  could n o t  r e c a l l  any r a d i o  t ransmiss ion  
by e i t h e r  himself o r  Colonel HENDERSON during t h i s  f l y -  
over  (pgs. 78, 9 2 ) .  The wi tness  t o l d  h i s  i n t e r r o g a t o r s  
t h a t  he had no d e s i r e ,  dur ing  t h i s  f l i g h t  over  My L a i ,  
t o  f l y  low i n  o r d e r  t o  look a t  bodies ,  no r  d i d  he th ink  
t h a t  HENDERSON had such a d e s i r e  (pgs.  92, 9 3 ) .  He added 
t h a t  it d i d  appear unusual t o  him t h a t  HENDERSON d i d  n o t  
f l y  low t o  s e e  how h i s  t roops  were o p e r a t i n g  (pg. 9 4 ) .  
H e  r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  during t h i s  f l y o v e r  he  d i d  n o t  s e e  any 
more bodies  (pg. 9 5 )  . 
4 .  USE OF ARTILLERY AND ITS CONSEQUENCES. 

a .  The prepara tory  f i r e .  

The wi tness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  pe r sona l ly  
s e e  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep and, t h e r e f o r e ,  h e  could only 
assume t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep went w h e ~ l i e u t e n a n t  Colonel 
BARKER had d i r e c t e d  (pgs. 62, 68) . I t  w a s  i n d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  
wi tness  t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  d i d  n o t  l and  on t h e  landing 
zone, b u t  landed p a r t l y  on t h e  landing  zone and p a r t l y  on 
t h e  western p o r t i o n  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  The wi tness  a s s e r t e d  
t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep must have landed where it was 
d i r e c t e d  by t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  who was f l y i n g  wi th  
BARKER a t  t h a t  time (pg. 67) .  The wi tness  noted t h a t  it 
would n o t  be unusual f o r  him t o  have landed a t  Landing 
Zone Uptight  p r i o r  t o  t h e  opera t ion ,  and ,Wcheck with t h e  
b a t t e r y  commander t o  be s u r e  t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  a t t a c k  
would be coordinated wi th  t h e  ground a t t a c k  (pg. 6 9 ) .  

' b.  A r t i l l e r y  support  of  B/4/3. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  he could n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  a r t i l l e r y  i n  sappor t  of Bravo Company f a i l e d  t o  lift 
on time and he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  eve r  having spoken t o  Colonel 
HENDERSON o r  Captain GAMBLE about t h i s  (pgs. 75, 76) . He 
noted t h a t  he had never be fo re  heard t h i s  a l l e g a t i o n  u n t i l  
t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime (pg. 7 6 )  . 

c. Body count.  

The wi tness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he w a s  aware of  t h e  r e p o r t  
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of 69 V i e t  Cong k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  fire,  although he 
emphat ical ly  s t a t e d  he could n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  source  of t h a t  
information (pgs. 71, 7 2 ,  9 0 ) .  He r e l a t e d  t h a t  he r e a l i z e d  
it was an unusual  body count in t h e  l i g h t  of  t h e  number o f  
weapons recovered;  however, he added i f  they  had cornered 
a b a t t a l i o n ,  a s  t h e y  thought ,  it was c e r t a i n l y  conceivable 
(pgs. 72, 95) . H e  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  people t a l k e d  o f  t h i s  high 
body count i n  t h e  TOC a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  b u t  he could n o t  r e c a l l  
any s p e c i f i c  comment. He r e l a t e d  t h a t  he was happy about 
t h e  l a r g e  number of  k i l l e d  by h i s  a r t i l l e r y ,  b u t  was no t  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  impressed (pgs. 9 1 ,  9 2 )  . 

d. A r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  and regu la t ions .  

The w i t n e s s  dec lared  t h a t  he was f a m i l i a r  with 
MACV ~ i r e c t i v e  525-18 which requ i red  c learance  wi th  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  and v i l l a g e  ch ie f  before  f i r e  could be d i r e c t e d  
i n t o  VC c o n t r o l l e d  t e r r i t o r y  (pg. 68) . He noted fu r the r ,  
however, t h a t  a v i l l a g e  could be a t t acked  without  warning 
with a r t i l l e r y ,  i f  t h e  a t t a c k  were i n  conjunct ion wi th  a 
ground opera t ion .  The ground commander had t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  
over  t h e  use o f  the a r t i l l e r y  i n  t h a t  circumstance (pg.69).  
concerning t h e  case  a t  hand, t h e  wi tness  was c e r t a i n  t h a t  
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  w a s  n o t  misdi rec ted ,  because of  t h e  
s tandard  o p e r a t i n g  procedure which assured t h a t  t h e  f i r i n g  
d a t a  would have been checked o u t  by t h e  b a t t a l i o n  FDC 
(pg. 9 9 ) .  The wi tness  admitted t h a t  he d i d  n o t  d i scuss  

wi th  Colonel HENDERSON t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  making an 
a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t ,  i n  s p i t e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  
had been k i l l e d  (pgs.  106, 107) . He a s s e r t e d  t h a t  he 
d i d  n o t  e v e r  i n v e s t i g a t e  and r e p o r t  t o  HENDERSON on t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  t n a t  a r t i l l e r y  rounds' f e l l  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg. 100) .  He added t h a t  i f  he eve r  assured anyone 
o f  anything,  it was t h a t  t h e  f i r i n g  d a t a  was c o r r e c t l y  
computed and f i r e d  where t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander d i r e c t e d .  
It w a s  p o s s i b l e  according t o  t h e  w i t n ~ s s ,  t h a t  rounds might 
have gone i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 0 0 )  . He declared  t h a t  
he  d i d  n o t  cons ider  t h i s  an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t ;  and he d i d  
n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  personnel  a t  e i t h e r  br igade  o r  d i v i s i o n  
considered it an a r t i l l e y  i n c i d e n t ,  s i n c e  they had received 
t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  and 
never d i r e c t e d  an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t  (pg. 107) .  

5.  KNOWLEDGE OF ANY INVESTIGATION. 

The wi.tness allowed t h a t  he r e c a l l e d  t h e  mention a t  
t h e  evening b r i e f i n g  of  from 1 0  t o  15 noncombatants 
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poss ib ly  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  (pgs. 97, 98) . However, he 
a s s e r t e d  he d i d  no t  r e c a l l  ever  hear ing  a r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  
VC had depar ted  t h e  Son My a r e a  p r i o r  t o  t h e  landing  of 
t h e  U.S. t roops  (pg. 72) . He a s s e r t e d  t h a t  he had no 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  any conversat ion wi th  Colonel HELJDERSON, 
wherein he assured  Colonel HENDERSON t h a t  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  
d i d  n o t  f a l l  upon t h e  v i l l a g e .  He could r e c a l l  no d i s -
cuss ion  wi th  HENDERSON on t h i s  s u b j e c t  (pg. 101) . He 
s t a t e d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  he  could n o t  r e c a l l  any d i scuss ion  
o f  women and c h i l d r e n  being k i l l e d ,  nor  had he heard of 
any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  being conducted a t  Duc Pho (pg. 9 7 ) .  
He s t a t e d  t h a t  HENDERSON never mentioned any a l l e g a t i o n s  
of h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s  t o  him (pgs.  101, 102) .  He mentioned 
t h a t  t h e  only  i n d i c a t i o n  he h d  of  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  being 
conducted was from a  conversat ion between HENDERSON and 
Captain MEDINA which he witnessed.  H e  d i d  n o t  hear  what 
w a s  s a i d ,  however (pg. 105) .  The wi tness  emphat ical ly  
t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  Sergeant  Major KIRKPATRICK w a s  t o t a l l y  i n  
e r r o r ,  i f  he s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  wi tness  was t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  The wi tness  added he d i d  
n o t  cons ider  KIRKPATRICK very b r i g h t  (pgs. 102, 103) .  He 
knew of  no o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  nor of  any r e p o r t ,  except  
f o r  t h e  i n d i c a t i o n  he received from HENDERSON'S conversat ion 
wi th  MEDINA (pgs.  100, 104, 105) .  

6 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. Opinion of body count.  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had been i n  t h r e e  wars,  
and he be l i eved  t h a t  t ak ing  a  body count i s  t h e  most 
r i d i c u l o u s  t h i n g  t o  have come o u t  of Vietnam (pg. 9 1 )  . 

b. Discrepancies i n  var ious  logs .  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  he cou ld<no t  account f o r  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  16 March 1968 e n t r y  was found missing from 
t h e  l o g  of t h e  support ing a r t i l l e r y  u n i t  (pgs.111, 1 1 2 ) .  
The wi tness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he had no i d e a  why t h e  Task 
Force Barker log  and t h e  l l t h  Brigade l o g  d i d  n o t  co inc ide  
on t h e  e n t r i e s  concerning a r t i l l e r y  k i l l s  (pg. 98) . Fur ther  , 
he could n o t  acc6unt f o r  t h e  i n c o r r e c t  coordina tes  given f o r  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  k i l l s  i n  t h e  l l t h  Brigade l o g ,  and he r e c a l l e d  
no comment about t h i s  ev iden t  discrepancy (pgs. 73. 9 7 ) .  

-
c. Awards. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he was n o t  aware t h a t  t h e r e  
were no medals o r  awards given f o r  a c t i o n  in t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  

(LUPER) 5 SUM APP T-13A 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

opera t ion  (pg. 96). 
d. HENDERSON'Sassumption of  command. 

The wi tness  i n d i c a t e d  t o  h i s  i n t e r r o g a t o r s  t h a t  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON had j u s t  taken command 
of the 11 th  Brigade, and t h a t  t h i s  was h i s  f i r s t  ope ra t ion ,  
h e l d  no p a r t i c u l a r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  him. He noted t h a t  
Colonel HENDERSON had been h i s  r a t i n g  o f f i c e r  f o r  some 
months and so  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  HENDERSON had taken command 
d i d  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  impress him (pg. 80 )  . 

Knowledge of e x h i b i t s .  

Knowledge of  e x h i b i t s  w i l l  be noted on t h e  
Exhibi t  L i s t ,  i n f r a .  
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION 

L 
r 

D- 3 .WCV D i r  525-18 

D-14  America1 Diva r ty  l e t te r  

M-16 

M-20 

M-2 3 

NOTES PAGES 

FF Barker  l o g  
Transcript of: 'l'k' BarKer 
TOC t a p e  
Amerlcal N e w s  s n e e t ,  
17 Mar 68 

W i t  mentioned h i s  
knowledqe. R e --
f e r r e d  t o .  

A N ' S  l t r  t o  KHLEN , 
M-29 1 Apr ( t r a n s )  (Son ~ i n h  

68,69 

Read t o  w i t n e s s .  
Shown and r ead  t o  
t h e  w i t n e s s  . 

Shown t o  w i t n e s s .  1105 

107,108 
/ l t  1 2 1  
9 8 

Read t o  w i t n e s s .  

I 

Witness had n o t  I 

87,88 

seen .  1 0 9  

M-30 b ta tement  o f  RODRIGUEZ 
r a n s c r i p t  o f  VC 

M-33 ropaqanda t a p e  

M-35 C propaganda l e a f l e t  

W i t  had n o t  s een .  

W i t  had n o t  s een .  

M-46 

MAP-1 ball map 

1 1 0  

1 1 0  

W i t  had n o t  s een .  

P-1 

P-47 

R- 1 

W i t  o r i e n t e d .  1 72, -73 

1 1 0 , 1 1 1  

l l t n  Bde l o g  

(LUPER) 

A e r i a l  photo 

~ e r i a lpnoto 

HENDERSON ' s r e p o r t  

7 
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Shown t o  w i t n e s s .  
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marked photo.  
Shown t o  w l t .  W l t  
had n o t  s e e n . p r i o r  
t o  h l s  t es t lmony.  

83,84 

64,65 

104,109 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1005 hours ,  

1 0  December 1969.  ) 


10: This  hea r ing  will come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The following named persons a r e  p resen t ;  
LTG PEERS, MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH , COL MILLER, COL 
FRANKLIN, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  nex t  witness  w i l l  be  Colonel 
Robert B.  LUPER. 

(COL LUPER, United S t a t e s  
Army, Command and General S t a f f  College,  F o r t  Leavenworth, 
Kansas, was sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  as fol lows :) 

10: Colonel LUPER, before  we proceed with any ques- 
t i o n s ,  I s h a l l  inform you of s e v e r a l  ma t t e r s .  This  i n v e s t i -  
ga t ion  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army and 
t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  United S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purpose 
of determining t h e  f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and recommenda- 
t i o n s  concerning two mat ters :  

- (1) the adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  wi th in  
t h e  chain of  command, of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  
a s  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1968, and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppression and wi thhold ing .  of  
information by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  o r  t o  
f u r n i s h  information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

Do you have any ques t ions  concerning those  two 
p o i n t s ?  

A. No, sir. 

I0: This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  o r  circumstances as t o  what hap- 
pened a t  My Lai .  It i s  d i r e c t e d  toward those  two s p e c i f i c  
purposes which I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  

I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  m e  and have re-
viewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obtained i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  Your testimony today 
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w i l l  be taken  under oa th .  A verbatim t r a n s c r i ~ t  w i l l  be 
prepared. A t a p e  recording  i s  being made i n  a b d i t i o n  t o  
t h e  verbatim no tes  be ing  taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it is  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  tes t imony,  o r  
p a r t s  of it, may l a t e r  become a  ma t t e r  of publ id  knowledge. 

There a r e  s e v e r a l  people i n  t h i s  room who may ask 
you ques t ions .  M r .  West on my r i g h t ,  Colonel MILLER, and 
Colonel FRANKLIN a r e  my a s s i s t a n t s  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and 
they a r e  au thor ized ,  i n  my b e h a l f ,  t o  ask ques t ions .  I n  ad- 
d i t i o n ,  I have on my l e f t  M r .  MACCRATE and on your l e f t  M r .  
WALSH, who have been designated by t h e  Secre tary  of t h e  Army 
as  c i v i l i a n  l e g a l  counsels  t o  a s s i s t  me i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
They t o o ,  a r e  au thor ized  t o  ask ques t ions .  However, I would 
l i k e  you t o  know t h a t  I have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  weighing 
a11 t h e  evidence and making f indings  and recommendations. 

You a r e  ordered n o t  t o  d i scuss  your testimony 
given he re  wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc luding  o t h e r  wi tnesses  f o r  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  i n  t h e  performance of o f f i c i a l  duty 
o r  as  you may be requ i red  t o  do s o  before competent j u d i c i a l  
o r  admin i s t r a t ive  bodies .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  you a r e  caut ioned 
t h a t  i f  you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o rde r  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  
judge i n  t h e  genera l  cour t -mar t ia l  case  of t h e  United S t a t e s  
v. Cal ley ,  your appearance here  i n  no way changes t h e  e f f e c t  
of t h a t  order .  

Do you have any ques t ions  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. I do n o t ,  sir. 

PO : Colonel MILLER, do you have any gcidance you 
would l i k e  t o  g ive  Colonel LUPER? 

COL MILLER: No, sir. 

10: Colonel LUPER, what was your duty assignment on 
t h e  16th  of March 1968? 

A. I commanded t h e  6th B a t t a l i o n ,  11th  A r t i l l e r y ,  
which i s  a d i r e c t  support  b a t t a l i o n  assigned t o  t h e  l l t h  
Brigade. 

Q. How long had you been i n  t h a t  capac i ty?  

A.  Since t h e  1st of May 1967. 

(LUPER) 2 APP T-13 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q You came t o  South Vietnam, then ,  with your ba t -
t a l i o n  and wi th  t h e  l l t h  Brigade? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

G o  As t h e  d i r e c t  suppor t  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l i o n  comrnan-
d e r  what was your r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ?  

A. To f u r n i s h  d i r e c t  support  a r t i l l e r y  t o  t h e  11th  
Brigade, t h e  l l t h  I n f a n t r y ,  and f u l f i l l  any f i r e  r eques t  t h a t  
I could f o r  them. 

Q e  During t h e  course of t h e  opera t ion  i n t o  t h e  Son 
My a rea  which was i n i t i a t e d  on 16 March, I be l i eve  t h i s  oper-
a t i o n  was supported by one of your b a t t e r i e s  a t  Uptight? 

A. Tha t ' s  r i g h t ,  s ir .  

Q Would you expla in  t h i s  b a t t e r y  and how it func-
t ioned?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. This was my Delta  B a t t e r y ,  which was 
a c t u a l l y  a p rov i s iona l  b a t t e r y  t h a t  I organized from w i t h i n  
t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  when Task Force Barker was a c t i v a t e d ,  by t a k i n g  
two gun s e c t i o n s  from one of my r e g u l a r  b a t t e r i e s  and one 
gun s e c t i o n  each from t h e  o t h e r  two. I t  was a four-gun ba t -
t e r y ,  four  Howitzers. They were a c t u a l l y  assigned t o  fu r -
n i s h  d i r e c t  support  t o  Task Force Barker and were pos i t ioned  
a t  Uptight .  The b a t t e r y  commander was a Captain GAMBLE who 
had been i n  country a r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  t i m e ,  b u t  j u s t  came 
from F o r t  S i l l  and t h e  A r t i l l e r y  School. 

Q. You considered him a competent commander? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Did t h e  b a t t e r y  a t  Uptight  normally support  t h e  
opera t ions  of Task Force Barker? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. How d id  t h e  b a t t e r y  a t  Uptight coordina te  i t s  
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  with !Cask Force Barker? 

A. I had a l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  assigned t o  Task Force 
Barker. He would funct ion  j u s t  a s  a l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  does with 
a normal i n f a n t r y  b a t t a l i o n ,  and he ,  wi th  h i s  team, were actu-
a l l y  s e t  up r i g h t  i n  Task Force Barker ' s  headquarters  a t  LZ 
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Q. And what was h i s  name? 

A. Captain VAZQUEZ . I do no t  r e c a l l  h i s  f i r s t  name. 

Q - And you would normally expect ,  t hen ,  t h a t  t h e  
b a t t e r y  and Captain GAMBLE and Captain VAZQUEZ would know 
what was going on wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  suppor t  f o r  
Task Force Barker a t  a l l  t imes? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Were you p r e s e n t  when t h e  o rde r s  were i s s u e d  f o r  
t h e  opera t ion  i n t o  t h e  Son My a rea  on 16 March? 

A. No, sir.  I was p resen t  during some of  t h e  plan-
ning. A s  d i r e c t  support  a r t i l l e r y  commander, it was q u i t e  
common f o r  m e  t o  accompany t h e  br igade  commander, and I was 
p resen t  when he  and Colonel BARKER discussed p a r t  o f  t h e  
opera t ion .  I wouldn ' t  say t h a t  t h i s  was when t h e  o r d e r  was 
given t o  go i n  t h e r e .  

Q - When you say "he , "  who a r e  you r e f e r r i n g  t o  a s  
IlheI' ? 

A. I a m  r e f e r r i n g ,  a c t u a l l y ,  t o  Colonel HENDERSON 
and Colonel BARKER, conversat ion between them. I was 
p r e s e n t  a t  some of  these .  

a .  Now, d i d  Colonel HENDERSON l a y  t h i s  opera t ion  on 
b e f o r e  he became b r igade  commander? 

A. S i r ,  I--as I reca l l - -1 '11  j u s t  have t o  g i v e  you 
t h e  b e s t  I remember. It  may o r  may no t  be e x a c t l y  a s  t h i n g s  
happened. This  was an opera t ion  planned by C ~ l o n e lBARKER 
and approved by br igade .  I am a l i t t l e  hazy a s  t o  exac t ly  
when Colonel HENDERSON took command. It was w i t h i n ,  I ' d  say ,  
a few days between t h e  t ime t h a t  General LIPSCOMB l e f t  and 
Colonel HENDERSON assumed command. The 15th of March s t i c k s  
i n  my mind. I am no t  p o s i t i v e .  

a - Were you p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  change of command ceremon-
i e s ?  

A. Yes, sir, I was. 

Q .  Were you aware t h a t  an opera t ion  w a s  going t o  be 
conducted? 
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A. Yes, sir.  

Q Were you p r e s e n t  wi th  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  with t h e  
br igade  commander, when he v i s i t e d  Task Force Barker l a t e  i n  
t h e  af ternoon of t h e  15th  t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  s t a f f  and t o  t a l k  
t o  t h e  commanders? 

A. As I r e c a l l ,  I was, sir.  A s  I s a y ,  I normally 
was with him. I know I was wi th  him t h e  morning of t h e  1 6 t h ,  
b u t  it seems t o  me t h a t  it was t h e  af te rnoon of t h e  15th  t h a t  
I went up wi th  him. I ' d  been t o  Task Force Barker ' s  CP sev-
e r a l  t imes wi th  t h e  br igade commander. I b e l i e v e  I was t h e r e  
t h a t  a f te rnoon,  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  h i s  conversat ion with t h e  s t a f f  and 
commanders? 

A. I do n o t ,  sir. 

Q You do not?  

A. I r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel BARKER myself. I'm 
s u r e  it was t h e  15th .  But a s  t o  what type  of a r t i l l e r y  sup-
p o r t  he wanted f o r  t h i s  opera t ion ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l  any in-
s t r u c t i o n s  given t o  him by Colonel HENDERSON. 

Q. What d i d  he i n d i c a t e  t o  you a s  t o  what type  of 
a r t i l l e r y  suppor t  he  des i red?  

A. He wanted p repara t ion  f i r e ,  b u t  n o t  on h i s  land-
i n g  zone. This  i s  a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  than  we would normally 
expect ,  because he f e l t  t h a t  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  he  was going t o  
make h i s  combat a s s a u l t  i n t o  was open enough t h a t  he  could 
s e e  i f  t h e r e  was going t o  be any problem. He wanted t h e  
p repara t ion  f i r e d  nor th  of h i s  landing zone, which would have 
p u t  it on My L a i ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai .  

Q The e n t i r e  prep w a s  t o  be pu t  . r i g h t  on t h e  v i l -
lage?  

A. I t  yas .  Well, t h e  d i f f i c u l t  p a r t  of it i s  t h a t  
when you look a t  a map and it shows a v i l l a g e  a r e a ,  it r e a l l y  
d i d  no t  e x i s t  a s  t h e  map showed it. Now, t h i s  ev iden t ly  a t  
one time was a very populated a r e a ,  b u t  a t  t h e  time t h i s  
opera t ion  took p lace  most of those  houses and bu i ld ings  had 
been blown up, and it was a f a i r l y  small  a r e a  compared t o  
what t h e  map showed. And i n  looking a t  it, what he had 
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reques ted ,  I was t o  be f i r i n g  a t  about t h e  south end of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

Q - Let  m e  have t h a t  a e r i a l  photo. 

RCDR: Yes ,  sir. 

(The recorde r  handed Exh ib i t  P-1 t o  t h e  10. The 
I0 hands photo t o  wi tness  .) 

I0 : Would you i n d i c a t e  t o  t h e  b e s t  of your r eco l l ec -
t i o n  where t h e  LZ was t o  be? To o r i e n t  you, t h i s  is  an aer-
i a l  photo of  My Lai .  This i s  a dry r i v e r  bed, which as you 
w i l l  n o t i c e  i n  many p laces  has been taken up i n  farming, 
t h i s  i s  Highway 521, H i l l  85, t h e  v i l l a g e  of My L a i ,  t h e  road 
leading  i n  t o  it. This one leads  down t o  t h e  pagoda a r e a ,  
and he re  i s  another  road l ead ing  o u t ,  t h i s  be ing  n o r t h ,  t h i s  
going e a s t  and west .  (I0 i n d i c a t e s  a reas  in a e r i a l  photo.) 

A. A s  I r e c a l l  it, t h e  CA was i n  t h i s  genera l  a r e a ,  
j u s t  south  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Could t h i s  LZ have been west of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it could have been. I f  it was west of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  I f e e l  su re  i t  was southwest. I t  seems t o  me 
t h a t  h i s  p lan  was t o  go in--now l e t ' s  s e e ,  south  o r  southwest 
of t h e  a rea .  That would be somewhere i n  he re .  

Q On t h i s  photo,  i n c i d e n t l y ,  1 inch would be approx-
imately 100 yards o r  100 meters.  

A. I s t i l l  f e e l  t h a t  it would be southwest.  This  
one was t o o  c lose .  I-f e e l  t h a t  it was down i n  t h i s  a rea .  

MR WEST: Would you i n d i c a t e  some d i s t a n c e s ,  p l e a s e ,  f o r  
t h e  record? 

A. The d i s t a n c e  I f e e l  t h e  LZ w a s  from t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

Q Yes. 

A .- I would say 1,000 meters.  
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10: Colonel LUPER, I ' d  l i k e  f o r  you t o  draw on t h i s  
photo,  which w i l l  be included a s  an e x h i b i t ,  a s  an a t t ach-
ment t o  your tes t imony,  t h e  approximate l o c a t i o n  of t h e  LZ.  
(Photo l a t e r  received i n  evidence as  E x h i b i t  P - . 4 7 . )  

[The wi tness  d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d .  ) 

A. I would say i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  s i r .  

Would you i d e n t i f y  i t ?  

(The wi tness  marked t h e  a r e a  w i t h  t h e  l e t t e r s  LZ .) 

Would you now i d e n t i f y  t h e  l o c a t i o n  where t h e  prep 
was t o  be f i r e d ?  

[The wi tness  marked t h e  a r e a  wi th  t h e  word Prep.)  

Do you mind w r i t i n g  " a r t i l l e r y "  above t h a t ?  

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d . )  

How l a r g e  a prep was t h i s  t o  be? 

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  it was a 5-minute prep. Now 
w e  f i r e d  preps f o r  combat a s s a u l t s  almost d a i l y ,  and I ' m  t r y -
i n g  t o  go back and remember now a f t e r  q u i t e  a few months. 
Some of t h e  preps were 3 minutes,  some were 5 minutes 
and some were 1 0  minutes. The length  of t h e  prep  and t h e  
l o c a t i o n  and adjustment of it was normally done by t h e  l i a i -
son o f f i c e r  who i s  f l y i n g  wi th  e i t h e r  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander 
o r ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  t h e  t a s k  fo rce  commander. He s t a r t e d  and 
stopped t h e  p rep ,  made any adjustments t h a t  t h e  t a s k  fo rce  
commander o r  b a t t a l i o n  commander wanted t o  make. 

Q That would be Captain VAZQUEZ? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q You discussed  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  a s  f a r  
a s  t h e  LZ and t h e  prep i s  concerned, with Colonel BARKER 
sometime i n  t h e  af ternoon of t h e  15th? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q 0 Were you p resen t  when Colonel BARKER and h i s  5 2  
and S3 i s sued  t h e  o rde r s  t o  t h e  company commanders and o t h e r  
personnel  involved i n  t h e  opera t ion?  
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A. I can only t e l l  you a s  I supposed it happened. 
H e  apparent ly had good information t h a t  t h e  Logal Force 
B a t t a l i o n ,  t h e  48th,  was i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  and I f i g u r e  he 
p u t  t h e  prep i n  t h e r e  t o  t h e  b e s t  of h i s  judgment t h a t  he  
needed it t o  move i n t o  t h a t  a r e a .  

Q I n  such a s i t u a t i o n  wi th in  your br igade  t h e n ,  
from what you ' re  t e l l i n g  me, t h e  approval f o r  p l a c i n g  f i r e s  
d i d  no t  have t o  go t o  t h e  br igade  commander o r  d i d  n o t  have 
t o  come t o  you i n  o r d e r  t h a t  you might r e f e r  it t o  t h e  b r i -
gade commander? 

A. The br igade  commander would havk been aware of  
h i s  complete p lan  which would have included t h e  prep .  I 
can only assume t h a t  t h e  br igade  commander approved t h i s  
th ing .  I n  f a c t ,  I 'm s u r e  t h e  br igade  commander approved 
t h i s  plan.  

Q What makes you s o  su re?  

A.  Because it was j u s t  a r o u t i n e  w i t h i n  t h e  br igade  
t h a t  any opera t ion  which a b a t t a l i o n  o r  t a s k  fo rce  went on, 
t h a t  plan was presented  t o  t h e  br igade commander. H e  made 
any changes t h a t  h e  d e s i r e d  and approved o r  disapproved t h e  
plan.  

Q. Do you have any d i r e c t  knowledge t h a t  he  d id?  

A. I do n o t .  

Q You are t a l k i n g  about a procedure t h a t  i s  normal? 

At I am t a l k i n g  about a procedure,  sir. 

Q - But you do n o t  know s p e c i f i c a l l y  whether o r  n o t  
t h e  br igade  commander approved t h a t  prep being p laced  on 
t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I do not .  

Q O r  t h a t  hamlet? 

A. I do no t .  

Q You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  prep would l a s t  about 
5 minutes. How many rounds would t h a t  include? 
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A. A hundred rounds, s ir .  

Q. About 100 rounds with four  t u b e s ,  about 25 
rounds pe r  tube? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. What was t h e  composition of t h e  prep? 

A. Probably HE, t h i s  would be normal. I t  would 
be f i r e d  wi th  HE. 

Q That would be normal? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Do you know what was f i r e d  he re?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Were you wi th  Colonel BARKER t h e  morning of t h e  
16th  when t h e  opera t ion  was i n i t i a t e d ?  

A. I was wi th  Colonel HENDERSON t h a t  morning i n  h i s  
h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q Would you r e l a t e  t o  t h e  b e s t  of your knowledge 
what happened dur ing  t h e  morning of t h e  16th  whi le  you were 
wi th  Colonel HENDERSON. 

A. We a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  j u s t  a f t e r  
t h e  prep and t h e  t roops  were landing  down i n  t h e  LZ about 
t h a t  t i m e .  This i s  t h e  road t h a t  runs down t o  t h e  
beach, t h e  highway. 

Q. That  goes t o  Quang Ngai. If you w i l l  look a t .  
t h i s  map ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  map, Exh ib i t  M A P - l ) ,  t h i s  w i l l  o r i e n t  
you a l i t t l e  b e t t e r .  That road is Highway 521. Let  me show 
you s p e c i f i c a l l y  what I mean. This  w i l l  h e l p  you here  f o r  
a minute (handing wi tness  a map, E x h i b i t  MAP-2. ) You a r e  
probably more f a m i l i a r  wi th  looking a t  maps. H e r e  is  My Lai 
( 4 ) ,  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Here i s  t h e  road t h a t  runs  o u t  t o  My Lai 
(1) t o  t h e  beacfi, then runs down t o  Quang Ngai Ci ty  and t o  
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Highway 1. Now, i f  you w i l l  look a t  t h i s  ver; c l o s e l y ,  you 
w i l l  s e e  t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e s e  a reas  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  on t h e  map. 
You w i l l  n o t i c e  f o r  example t h i s  road ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  You 
w i l l  n o t i c e  t h i s  road wi th  t h e  houses along he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ] .  
You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h i s  road coming o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h e  
corner .  You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h i s  road t o  t h e  e a s t  and t h i s  road 
t o  t h e  nor th  coming from t h e  p o i n t  across  here  i n  t h i s  fashion .  
Now, has t h a t  helped you i n  your o r i e n t a t i o n ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q You can j u s t  keep t h e  map here  t o  a s s i s t  you. 

A .  We were f l y i n g  over  t h e  a rea  here  a t  t h e  time t h e  
opera t ion  was going on ,  and t h e r e  was q u i t e  a number of people 
moving o u t  down this road and on o u t  t h i s  road. 

MR WEST: Would you p lease  i d e n t i f y  t h e  p laces  f o r  t h e  record? 

10: You can do it very ve rba l ly .  They were moving o u t  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  toward 521? 

A. Toward 521, and t h i s  would be back t o  t h e  south-
west ,  t h e  road running southwest. 

Q How many people would you es t ima te  t h a t  you saw 
coming o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and f i e l d s  and s o  f o r t h  t h a t  were 
on t h e  road a t  t h a t  t ime? 

F i f t y .  

Q Only SO? 

A .  I ' d  say about 50 .  They were s t rung  o u t .  There 
were two people running r e a l  f a s t ,  and they continued t o  run. 
They were dressed i n  b l a c k ,  and we watched them f o r  a while .  
I t  was obvious they  were not  going t o  run i n t o  our  t roops  
t h a t  had landed. So Colonel HENDERSON ordered h i s  p i l o t  t o  
go down and t o  p ick  them up. We swung around, and a s  we 
s t a r t e d  t o  hover t h e r e ,  they threw up t h e i r  hands and came 
over and got  i n t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  We, a t  t h a t  t ime,  were 
p o s i t i v e  t h a t  we had two VC. However, l a t e r ,  a f t e r  we had 
re tu rned  them t o  LZ Dot t i e  and they had been ques t ioned,  it 
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turned  o u t  t h a t  they had been p r i s o n e r s  of th.e 48th and 

had had a chance t o  escape during a l l  t h e  f i r i n g  and every- 

t h i n g ,  and were escaping. They were P F t s ,  Popular Forces.  


a.  Would you i n d i c a t e  wi th  your pen t h e  approximate 
l o c a t i o n  where you saw t h e  two i n d i v i d u a l s  and s o  i d e n t i f y  
i t ?  

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d . )  

A f t e r  they were picked up, what d i d  you do then? 

A. We l e f t  t h e  a rea .  

Q. You l e f t  t h e  area?  

A. I n  a few minutes w e  went back t o  LZ Dot t i e  and 
turned  t h e s e  over t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  t h e r e .  

Q. What t ime of morning was t h a t ?  Do you remember 
t h e  t i m e  t h e  t roops  landed i n  t h e  LZ? 

A. Not exac t ly .  I t  seems t o  me t h a t  it was around 
0800. 

B. Yes? 

A. And we were back a t  LZ D o t t i e  a t  sometime 
between 0900 and 1000. 

Q. I have he re  an e x t r a c t  from t h e -  log  of t h e  Amer- 
i c a l  Divis ion f o r  16 March 1968 (Exh ib i t  M-6) . I c a l l  
your a t t e n t i o n  t o  i tem number 5. See i f  t h i s  r e f r e s h e s  your 
memory concerning t h e  time. 

A. This  very we l l  i s  t h e  c o r r e c t  t ime,  sir. A s  I 
s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  wi th  a combat a s s u a l t  a lmost  d a i l y  i t ' s  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  go back and i d e n t i f y  t h e  e x a c t  t ime of one 
p a r t i c u l a r  day, f o r  a t  t h a t  t ime t h i s  meant no more 
t o  me than  some o t h e r  CA. 

Q. We understgmd t h a t ,  Colonel LUPER, and we recog-
n i z e  t h a t  we a r e  a l s o  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  information from you 
about a s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  occurred 18 months o r  more ago. We 
a r e  no t  expect ing  any miracle  from you. For t h i s  reason we 
w i l l  from t i m e  t o  time show you th ings  t o  a t tempt  t o  r e f r e s h  
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your memory on t h i s .  But a t  t h e  same t ime,  we do n o t  want 
i n  any way t o  d i s t o r t  your testimony. Priox t o  p icking  
up t h e  two i n d i v i d u a l s ,  were t h e r e  any o t h e r  s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  
you r e c a l l  i n  which Colonel HENDERSON'S C&C h e l i c o p t e r  was 
involved. For example, do you r e c a l l  anything of some 
people ou t s ide  t h e  v i l l a g e  who had been VC who may have 
been h i t  and some a c t i v i t y  d i r e c t e d  toward p icking  up 
t h e i r  weapons? 

A. I do no t .  I do not  r e c a l l ,  a t  l e a s t ,  our  h e l i -
copter  doing any of t h i s .  Now, he may have been involved on 
h i s  console.  Very o f t e n  I was not  on h i s  console .  That i s ,  
he  may have been involved on h i s  rad io .  I c a r r i e d  a s e p a r a t e  
r ad io  on t h e  a r t i l l e r y  n e t  and he may have been involved i n  
g iv ing  d i r e c t i o n s .  I do no t  r e c a l l  our h e l i c o p t e r  be ing  
d i r e c t l y  involved i n  going i n  t o  anything l i k e  t h i s .  

a, Do you r e c a l l  f l y i n g  a t  a  cons iderable  a l t i t u d e  
and then dropping down t o  t r e e t o p  l e v e l ?  

A. We were, i n  f a c t ,  down even with--when we picked 
these  up, we were r i g h t  on t h e  ground. We flew a t  var ious  
l e v e l s .  Colonel HENDERSON o f t e n  d i r e c t e d  h i s  p i l o t  t o  drop 
down i f  he wanted t o  s e e  something b e t t e r  and c o u l d n ' t  s e e  
from where he was. 

Q That morning, d id  you s e e  t h e  landing  of B/4/3? 
Thei r  LZ was supposed t o  have been approximately 3 k i l o -
meters t o  t h e  e a s t  of---generally e a s t  of MY Lai ( 4 )  . 
A. I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  see ing  them, no, sir.  

Q When you re tu rned  t h e  two suspected PW's t o  LZ 
Dot t i e ,  w i l l  you t e l l  us then  what t r a n s p i r e d ?  

A. General KOSTER v i s i t e d  LZ Dot t i e  a t  about t h i s  
time while  w e  were t h e r e .  I r e c a l l  Colonel HENDERSON t e l l i n g  
him t h a t  we had j u s t  picked up two VC. Why I r e c a l l  t h i s  
i s  t h a t  a t  a l a t e r  time it was discovered t h a t  t h e s e  were 
P F ' s ,  and General KOSTER was needl ing  Colonel HENDERSON some-
what about th ink ing  t h a t  he had two VC who turned  o u t  t o  be 
two f r i e n d l y .  We were t h e r e  probably 20 t o  30 minutes. 
Then, a s  I r e c a l l ,  w e  flew him back over t h e  genera l  a rea .  

1 4  
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We go t  a s i t u a t i o n  r e p o r t .  I heard him asking  f o r  i t  and 
then  we flew as  I r e c a l l  d i r e c t l y  t o ,  a f t e r  t h a t ,  back t o  
Duc Pho. We a r r i v e d  back a t  Duc Pho be fo re  noon, a s  I re-
c a l l .  

Q Did you hear  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  were coming i n ?  

A. No, sir.  I was no t  wearing a headse t  t o  h i s  con-
s o l e  a t  t h a t  t ime.  I was s t i l l  j u s t  [:.sing my a r t i l l e r y  n e t .  

g a Had it been c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n  a t  t h a t  time 
t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep was repor ted  t o  have k i l l e d  69? 

A. I won' t  say t h a t  it was a t  t h a t  t ime.  Sometime 
during t h a t  morning it was r e p o r t e d ,  s i r .  

Q I r e f e r  you again t o  t h e  l o g  and i t em number 2 8  
(Exhib i t  M-6 )  . 

(The wi tness  examines t h e  e n t r y  .) 

A. A s  I s a y ,  it was r epor ted  t o  me t h a t  morning. 
The e x a c t  t ime t h a t  it was I do n o t  know, s i r .  

B . You were back a t  t h e  TOC? You were a t  l e a s t  
back a t  LZ Dot t i e .  When you were back a t  LZ ~ o t t i ewith 
Colonel HENDERSON, d i d  you go i n t o  t h e  TOC? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

(2. And about what time would you have been t h e r e ?  

A. I would say t h a t  t h a t  would have been about 0930 
o r  around t h a t  t ime,  s ir .  

Q A t  t h a t  time was it c a l l e d  t o  your  a t t e n t i o n  
t h a t  you were g e t t i n g  an a r t i l l e r y  r e p o r t ,  a r e p o r t  of 69 
k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. I t  was repor ted  t o  me t h a t  morning. Whether t h a t  
was t h e  time t h a t G I  rece ived  it o r  n o t ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l .  I t  
probably was a t  t h a t  t ime,  s i r .  

Q. How d i d  t h i s  s t r i k e  you? 
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A. ~t t h e  time it s t r u c k  me  a s  be ing  real f i n e ,  be-
cause a t  t h e  time I assumed they were a l l  VC, which I s t i l l  
hope they were. 

Q. Even f i r i n g  i n t o  a v i l l a g e ,  you w e r e  hoping t h e y  
w e r e  VC? . 3 

That I s  r i g h t ,  sir.  

Q. Did you d i s c u s s  t h i s ,  t h e  ma t t e r  of t h i s  q u i t e
l a r g e  body count from a comparatively smal l  number of  ar-
t i l l e r y  rounds,  w i t h  Colonel HENDERSON, Colonel BARKER, o r  
General KOSTER a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  

A. No, sir. 

&. Do you r e c a l l  accompanying Colonel BARKER t o  Quang 
Ngai C i ty  p r i o r  t o  going t o  Duc Pho? 

A. I do no t .  Very poss ib ly  w e  d i d .  W e  landed 
o f t e n  a t  Quang Ngai, a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  and went i n .  But t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  day, no,  s i r ,  I do n o t  remember. 

Q. Can you r e l a t e  any o t h e r  t h i n g  which concerns t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  e i t h e r  with r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  o r  
wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  the c a s u a l t y  r e p o r t s ?  

A. NO,  s ir .  

Q Were you f a m i l i a r  with t h e  c a s u a l t y  r e p o r t s  t h a t  
were submit ted l a t e r  i n  t h e  day? 

A. W e l l ,  I know I was a t  l e a s t  a t  t h e  evening b r i e f -
ing.  I know I rece ived  it t h a t  day, y e s ,  sir. 

Q .  DO you r e c a l l  t h e  f i g u r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I would i f  I h a d n ' t  read  an a r t i c l e  
i n  a r e c e n t  newspaper. A s  I r e c a l l ,  it w a s  128. 

I 0  : (To recorde r )  Let me have Colonel BARKER'S re-
p o r t ,  p l ease .  (Recorder hands Exh ib i t  R-2 t o  10.) 

Q. When you were with Colonel HENDERSON t h a t  morning, 
were you aware t h a t  some c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  W e  could s e e  along t h e  road l ead ing  
o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  some bodies  alongside t h e  road,  s i r .  
And although a t  t h e  a l t i t u d e  we were a t  it w a s  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  r e a l l y  t e l l  e x a c t l y  what they were,  it appeared t h a t  t h e r e  
were some women and ch i ld ren  t h e r e ,  s ir .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any e f f o r t  t h a t  was made t o  g e t
down and i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  t o  look i n t o  it, o r  t o  
d i r e c t  people t o  t h e  area?  

A .  Not a t  t h a t  t ime,  s i r .  I do n o t  because,  of 
course ,  t h e  t roops  were moving up i n t o  t h a t  a r e a  a t  t h a t  
t ime, and what i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was made, I do n o t  know. I 
d i d  n o t  make an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q. Colonel LUPER, I have h e r e  a document which has 
been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record  as  E x h i b i t  R-2. I t  i s  a combat 
a c t i o n  r e p o r t  submitted by Task Force Barker on t h e  28th 
of March. I would l i k e  t o  r e f e r  t h i s  document t o  you. 

(The I0 handed Exh ib i t  R-2 t o  t h e  wi tness  .) 

Have you e v e r  seen t h a t  document? 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I have n o t .  

Q Does it seem unusual t o  you t h a t  they would have 
a body count of 128 K I A  wi th  3 weapons cap tu red ,  under t h e  
circumstances t h a t  you saw? 

A. Not n e c e s s a r i l y  under t h e s e  circumstances 
because t h e r e  could have been more weapons t h a t  were n o t  
found t h a t  could very e a s i l y  have been s t a s h e d  away i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

Q But t h e s e  a r e  t h e  f i g u r e s  which had been submit ted 
previous ly  t o  t h e  America1 Divis ion .  That d i d n ' t  s t r i k e  you 
as being p e c u l i a r ?  

A .  I don' t  r e c a l l  another  opera t ion  t h a t  was of t h i s  
r a t i o .  However, I could s e e  how t h i s  could poss ib ly  happen 
i n  t h i s  type  operation--of v i l l a g e .  I t  was very l i k e l y  
t h a t  many weapons were s t a shed  away and n o t  found. 

Q- You w i l l  a l s o  no te  t h a t  i n  t h e  r e p o r t  t h e r e  were 
only two U.S . .k i l l ed .  Did t h i s  r a t i o  of 128 t o  2 seem un-
usual?  
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A. This  i s  somewhat unusual i n  my opinion.  

Q .  Did you a t t e n d  t h e  s t a f f  meetings each n i g h t  with 
t h e  br igade?  

0 

A. yes ,  sir.  

Q. I n  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s ,  w e r e  
they  presented  by company o r  w e r e  they  simply p resen ted  i n  
t h e  gross  of t h e  b a t t a l i o n  r e p o r t s  and--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  A s  a r u l e ,  t h e  b r i e f i n g  covered 
any a c t i o n s  t h a t  day and were mentioned by company i f  it 
could be i d e n t i f i e d  a s  one company. I n  t h i s  case  it might 
have been i d e n t i f i e d  as  Task Force Barker,  b u t  it i s  genera l ly  
i d e n t i f i e d  by company. For an opera t ion  such as t h i s  where 
t h e r e  a r e  two o r  t h r e e  companies involved,  two companies 
involved,  it might have been i d e n t i f i e d  only as Task Force 
Barker. 

Q.
t h i n g  
body 

You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  b r i e f i n g  o r  any-
about t h e  b r i e f i n g  which may have given an over ly  h igh  

count f o r  C/1/20 a s  compared t o ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  B/4 /3?  

A. I do n o t ,  sir.  

Q I want t o  go back again  t o  s e e i n g  t h e  bod ies ,  
some of which appeared t o  be women and c h i l d r e n .  I would 
l i k e  f o r  you t o  mark on t h a t  map and s o  i d e n t i f y  it, t h e  
l o c a t i o n s  where you saw bodies  and poss ib ly  t h e  number you 
th ink  you saw? 

(,The wi tness  d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d . )  

A. I would say 15 t o  20 a long h e r e ,  s i r ,  where I 
have marked. The number of t h e s e  t h a t  would be women o r  
c h i l d r e n ,  I would n o t  even a t tempt  t o  guess how many. 

Q What made you th ink  they  were women and c h i l d r e n ?  
Were you f l y i n g  low enough t h a t  you could view t h e  bodies? 

A. Enough t h a t  it was more from s i z e  and d r e s s  than  
it would be  from anything e l s e .  

Q Did you s e e  any a d d i t i o n a l  bodies? 
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A. I d i d  n o t ,  sir.  

Q .  A t  t h a t  t ime,  about where were t h e  combat fo rces  
a s  you r e c a l l ?  

A. Moving up t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I d o n u t  know e x a c t l y  
where they were a t  t h a t  t ime,  b u t  they  were moving from t h e  
LZ which is apparent ly  over t h i s  way i n s t e a d  of h e r e ,  a f t e r  
reading t h e  r e p o r t .  

Q. Would you draw an arrow showing, a s  you r e c a l l  
it now, where t h e  t roops  were advancing from a t  t h a t  time 
you saw t h e  15 o r  20  bodies  on t h e  road? 

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d . )  

Q Would you i n d i c a t e  f o r  t h e  record  what you a r e  
i d e n t i f y i n g ?  

A. The advance of t roops .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  about what time you saw those  bodies  
on t h e  road? 

A. This  was s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  s t a r t e d .  
And, a s  I s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  I guessed t h i s  t o  be about 0800. 
However, a f t e r  reading t h e  r e p o r t ,  apparen t ly  t h e  f i r s t  
landing  was around 0715. This  I would say w a s  some 30 min-
u t e s  l a t e r .  

Q - I w i l l  r e f r e s h  your memory a s  t o  what t h i s  paper 
s a i d .  The e x h i b i t  I have shown you ( E x h i b i t  M-6 )  i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  went i n  a t  0730, and t h e  second l i f t  
went i n  a t  0747, and t h e  l i f t  was completed a t  0750. 

A. Then t h i s  would have been about 0800. 

Q Would you s o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  on t h e  map? 

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d . )  

& Colonel GENDERSON was i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t  with you. 
Did he s e e  those  bodies?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  d i s c u s s i n g  it with 
him. I ' m  s u r e  he d i d ,  s ir .  But a s  I s a y ,  I d i d n ' t  d i s c u s s  
i t  wi th  him a t  t h a t  time. 
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Q Would it have been l o g i c a l  t o  assume t h a t  t h e s e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  could have been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

A. Yes, sir. 
U 

Q. Did you see any bodies  on Highway 521,  a long t h e  
road ,  o r  i n  t h i s  neighborhood? Did you see any bodies  i n  t h e  
f i e l d  adjacent  t o  any of t h e s e  roads? 

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  I do no t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any 
bodies  on t h i s  road. 

Q. Let  m e  have t h e  L i f e  magazine, p lease?  

(The recorde r  handed t h e  L i f e  magazine, E x h i b i t  
- -

M-1,t o  t h e  10.) 

I have h e r e  copies  of t h e  c o l o r  photos which w e r e  
reputed t o  have been taken by a photographer by t h e  name o f  . 
HAEBERLE who accompanied t h e  opera t ion  t h a t  day. This  has  
been en te red  i n t o  t h e  record .  We have t h e  b lack  and whi te  
photos taken from t h e  negat ive .  This i s  E x h i b i t  P-41. Does 
t h i s  look about l i k e  t h e  scene which you saw on t h e  road t o  
t h e  south of My L a i ( 4 )  a t  about 0800? 

A. Looking a t  it from t h e  aLr,  no,  sir.  As I recall 
what I saw, they  were s c a t t e r e d  ou t  more than  t h i s  i s ,  and 
n a t u r a l l y  I would n o t  have seen any d e t a i l  such as  t h i s  from 
my p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  a i r .  I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I even s a w  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  scene a t  a l l .  

MR WEST: L e t  t h e  record  show t h a t  he has  been shown t h e  
photo P-41. 

I0 : They were on o r  near  a road,  is  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. That i s  c o r r e c t .  

Q =  Were t h e r e  r i c e  paddies on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  
road? 

A. That ' s ca r reek .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  I s e e  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  of t r y i n g  t o  
c o r r e l a t e  a ground photo,  t o  compare it t o  a v e r t i c a l  photo,  
t h e  v e r t i c a l  p i c t u r e  which you have i n  your mind. 
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During t h e  remainder of t h i s  opera t ion  which went 
on f o r  an a d d i t i o n a l  2 days f o r  C/1/20 and a t  least  3 
days f o r  B/4 /3 ,  do you r e c a l l  any a d d i t i o n a l  a r t i l l e r y  suppor t  
be ing  provided? 

A. I do n o t  simply r e c a l l  any. Very l i k e l y  t h e r e  
was, s i r ,  b u t  t h e  r eques t  would have gone d i r e c t l y  t o  my 
Del ta  B a t t e r y ,  and, of course ,  have been handled by t h a t  
b a t t e r y  and t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  through Colonel BARKER. 

Q. But you have no d i r e c t  knowledge of any d i r e c t  
suppor t  o r  what con tac t  was e s t a b l i s h e d ?  

A. I do n o t ,  N a t u r a l l y ,  t h e  r ecord  w i l l  show, but 1 
do n o t  have it. 

Q Were you aware t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was under 
way concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  My Lai ( 4 )  on t h e  1 6 t h  of 
March 1968, and t h a t  it had been i n i t i a t e d  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
on t h e  1 6 t h  b u t  w i t h i n  t h a t  immediate t i m e  frame? 

A. I am aware t h a t  t h e  br igade  commander was reques ted  
t o  look i n t o  t h i s ,  I am only aware of it because I happened 
t o  accompany him. I be l i eve  it was t h e  n e x t  day, t h e  1 7 t h ,  
when we landed ou t  where Captain MEDINARScompany was oper-
a t i n g  which was -- I d o n ' t  even r e c a l l  t h e  a r e a .  It was s t i l l  
somewhere w i t h i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  and Colcnel HENDERSON t a l k e d  t o  
Captain WDINA. Colonel HENDERSON did not  i n d i c a t e  t o  me 
what type  o f ,  o r  why he was making, an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q. Let  me r e f r e s h  your  memory, g e n e r a l l y ,  about what 
w e  have gained from t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who have p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  
t h i s  concerning t h e  time and approximate p l a c e  where t h i s  
may have happened. (I0 b r i e f s  on E x h i b i t  MAP-1.) The in-
formation we have i s  C/1 /20  landed i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  My Lai a r e a  
and by 1530 hours  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon ,  o r  t h e r e a b o u t s ,  had 
laagered  wi th  B/4/3, genera l ly  i n  t h e  My L a i  (1) a r e a .  B/4/3 
had landed t o  t h e  south and had moved t o  t h e  n o r t h  i n t o  t h i s  
o b j e c t i v e  a r e a .  The fol lowing day Bravo conducted an o p e r a t i o n  
down i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

C h a r l i e  Company i n  t h e  meantime, on t h e  1 7 t h ,  
had swung a longs ide  of H i l l  85 down t o  t h e  a r e a  of  My 
Khe(2) ,  and they  were back i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  g e n e r a l l y  i n  
t h i s  a r e a ,  where they  laagered  t h e  second n i g h t .  The next  
day they moved t o  t h e  n o r t h  and were g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h i s  a r e a  
t o  t h e  n o r t h  of My Lai  (1), and were i n  t h e  p rocess  of moving 
toward t h i s  a rea .  Bravo Company meanwhile had moved up and 
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had s t a r t e d  moving through t h i s  area and moving on over  i n t o  
t h e  peninsula  a r e a .  This  would b r i n g  it down t o  about t h e  
1 8 t h ,  s o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  whether it w a s  on t h e  1 7 t h  when they 
were down i n  t h i s  area t o  t h e  south  of My L a i ( l ) ,  o r  whether 
it w a s  i n  t h i s  area on t h e  1 8 t h  when Colonel HENDERSON flew 
i n  t o  see him. 

A. I f e e l  t h a t  it w a s  on t h e  1 7 t h  when they  were down 
i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  s i r  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q. Who w a s  w i t h  you and Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any o t h e r s  wi th  us a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
Very o f t e n  t h e  S 3 ,  a Major MCKNIGHT, accompanied us .  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether he was with us t h a t  day. It seems t h a t  
only  Colonel HENDERSON and I go t  o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and 
went over t o  where Captain MEDINA was. 

Q Would you e x p l a i n  t h e  circumstances of t a l k i n g  
t o  Captain MEDINA? 

A. I am only  aware of t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  from overhear-
i n g  t h e  conversa t ion .  I t  seems t h a t  one of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t s  had r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a woman had been s h o t  and Captain 
MEDINA r e a d i l y  admit ted  a t  t h a t  time t h a t  he d i d  shoo t  a 
woman t h a t  day. While he was moving up through t h e  a r e a ,  
he had rece ived  r e p o r t s  from h e l i c o p t e r s  suppor t ing  t h e  oper-
a t i o n ,  from one o f  t h e  p i l o t s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  was a VC wi th  a 
weapon. He s a i d  t h a t  he saw a movement t o  h i s  l e f t  and h e  
spun and f i r e d ,  and he s a i d  t h a t  a f t e r  he had f i r e d  h e  s a w  
t h a t  it was a woman, t h a t  he assumed t h a t  it was t h e  one 
t h a t  was armed, and t h a t  he d i d  i t  as a r e f l e x .  That I s  about  
a l l  t h a t  I remember of t h e  conversa t ion  wi th  Capta in  MEDINA. 
Then we went back t o  LZ D o t t i e  and landed. 

Q. Before we g e t  t o  t h a t .  Only C/1/20 was t h e r e ?  
Bravo Company was no t  p r e s e n t ,  Captain MICHLES' company? 

A. Not a t  t h a t  t ime,  sir ,  no. Because they  w e r e - - i t  
was during t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  and w e  had landed r i g h t  where 
Captain MEDINA w a s  w i th  h i s  company. 

Q o  Do you r e c a l l  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  w e r e  i s s u e d  
t o  him t o  p ick  an. LZ o r  how t o  do i t ?  

A. I don't-.-I can on iy  assume t h a t  it was t h e  normal 
method. H e  w a s  asked t o  throw smoke. 
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Q A 1 1  r i g h t .  Were t h e r e  any ques t ions  d i r e c t e d  a t  
Captain MEDINA concerning a d d i t i o n a l  c i v i l i a n s  who may have 
been k i l l e d ?  

A. Not a s  I r e c a l l ,  no, s ir .  

Q e  For example, we have from your r e c o l l e c t i o n  a 
group of  15 t o  20 c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  had been k i l l e d ,  b u t  t h e r e  
were no q u e r i e s  t o  your knowledge addressed t o  Captain 
MEDINA a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A.  S i r ,  t o  make t h e  record  c l e a r ,  I d i d  n o t  say 15 
t o  20 c i v i l i a n s .  I s a i d  15 t o  20 bodies  of which I f e l t ,  
from s i z e  and d r e s s ,  some were women and some were ch i ld ren .  

Q. Yes. 

A. That i s ,  I ' m  not  s u r e  whether it was c i v i l i a n s  
o r  whether they  were VC o r  l o c a l  fo rces  o r  whatever. I do 
n o t  r e c a l l  any o t h e r  d i scuss ion  about a d d i t i o n a l  bodies a t  
t h a t  time wi th  Captain MEDINA. 

Q And what happened when you depar ted  from t h i s  a rea?  

A. We went from t h i s  a r e a  t o  LZ D o t t i e  and Colonel 
HENDERSON t a l k e d  t o ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  two h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s .  I 
was n o t  p resen t .  Colonel BARKER w a s  using a t r a i l e r  t o  l i v e  
i n  up t h e r e ,  and it had a bunk i n  it and a desk. Colonel 
HENDERSON had t h e s e  people come i n t o  t h e  t r a i l e r  and he 
t a l k e d  t o  them. I was n o t  p resen t .  

Q This was a f t e r  he r e tu rned  t o  LZ Dot t ie?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  a f t e r  he had t a l k e d  t o  MEDINA. 

Q Had you accompanied him t o  LZ D o t t i e  i n  t h e  morn-
i ng  t o  meet wi th  General YOUNG and o t h e r s ?  

A .  I accompanied him t o  LZ D o t t i e  t h a t  morning, how-
e v e r  I was n o t  p r e s e n t  when he t a l k e d  t o  General YOUNG. AS 
I s a y ,  my only knowledge t h a t  t h e r e  was any semblance of an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I happened t o  accom-
pany him when he t a l k e d  t o  MEDINA. 

Q - Did you gooto LZ D o t t i e  wi th  him on t h e  morning 
of t h e  17th?  

A. I went wi th  him t o  LZ Dot t i e  on t h e  day of t h e  
17 th .  Y e s ,  sir.  
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Q. Did h e  mention t o  you, s a y ,  en  r p u t e  t o  C/1/20, 
t h a t  h e  had been i n s t r u c t e d  t o  conduct an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. H e  did n o t ,  sir. H e  d i d  no t .  
0 

Q. Were you a w a r e  of any subsequent i n v e s t i g a t i o n
which may have been  made of t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  My L a i  on 16 
March 1968? 

A. I am n o t ,  sir. 

MR MACCRATE : Colonel  LUPER, I 'd l i k e  t o  go back t o  your 
d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  appearance of My 
La i  on 16 March 1968 and how it appeared on t h e  map which 
you were f a m i l i a r  w i t h  a t  t h a t  t ime.  Do you have t h e  map 
t h a t  you used a t  that  t ime? Do you have your o l d  combat 
map t h a t  you might have c a r r i e d  wi th  you? 

A. No, sir. I d i d n lt b r i n g  any maps home wi th  m e .  

Q. W e l l ,  i s  it p o s s i b l e  f o r  you t o  i n d i c a t e  t o  u s  
t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  shape o r  t h e  contour of t h e  v i l l a g e  
as  you observed it on t h e  1 6 t h  of March and a s  it appeared 
on t h e  map by r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  a e r i a l  photograph t h a t ' s  
be fo re  you? 

A .  No, I cannot .  The d i f f e r e n c e  t o  me i s  t h a t  i n  
looking a t  t h e  map you would assume t h a t  t h i s  i s  a f a i r l y  
bu i l t -up  a r e a .  I f  you f l y  over t h i s  a r e a ,  you f i n d  t h a t  most 
of t h e  bu i ld ings  had been destroyed long be fo re  w e  e v e r  
went i n t o  t h i s  a r e a .  That it was a--looked l i k e  an a r e a  
t h a t  had been bombed and s h e l l e d  many t i m e s .  

Q Well, were t h e  b u i l d i n g s  destroyed on one s i d e  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. General ly  throughout t h e  My Lai a r e a  t h e r e  had 
been, it looked l i k e ,  many, many a r t i l l e r y  s h e l l s  o r  bombs 
dropped through t h e  p a s t  2 o r  3 years .  This  is  p r e t t y  w e l l  
t h e  case up and down t h e  c o a s t  i n  t h a t  a r e a  on down by Duc 
~ h o .  You w i l l  see p a r t s  of a b u i l d i n g  o r  a b u i l d i n g  s t and ing  
t h a t  has been g u t t e d  f a r  I don 't know hcw many y e a r s  . They 
have been a c t u a l l y  des t royed.  
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a- Now, you have i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  p l a c e  where you went 
down on t h e  ground t h a t  day t o  p ick  up t h e  two s u s p e c t s ,  VC 
p r i s o n e r s .  Where i s  t h a t  p l ace?  

A. Th i s  i s  on t h e  highway, I b e l i e v e  521 is t h e  des ig-
n a t i o n  of t h i s  highway, sir.  This  i s  down s o u t h  of t h e  v i l -
l a g e .  

Q That i s  t h e  only t i m e  t h a t  you w e r e  down on t h e  
ground t h a t  day a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. That  i s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r .  

Q The ba lance  of t h e  t i m e ,  a t  about  what a l t i t u d e  
would you have been f l y i n g ?  

A .  Genera l ly ,  I would say  up about  1,500 f e e t .  ~ s ~ a l l y  
w e  t r i e d  to- - i f  you a r e  going t o  g e t  1,000 f e e t  o r  below, it 
i s  s a f e r  t o  g e t  down r i g h t  on t h e  deck. I t  i s  j u s t  ask ing  
f o r  t r o u b l e  t o  f l y  between from, s a y ,  180 f e e t  t o  1,000 f e e t .  
So, a s  a g e n e r a l  r u l e ,  we would be a t  1 ,500.  I assume t h a t  
was what w e  w e r e .  I was n o t  looking  a t  t h e  a l t i m e t e r .  

Q But you d i d  have an o p p o r t u n i t y ,  i n  f l y i n g  ove r  
t h e  a r e a  a t  t h a t  t ime,  t o  observe t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e  number 
of s t r u c t u r e s  of one s o r t  o r  a n o t h e r ,  i n  any e v e n t ,  t h a t  were 
s t and ing?  

A.  To some degree.  You have t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e r e  
i s  a heck of a l o t  of smoke from t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p rep ,  t h e  gun-
s h i p s  f i r i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  our own t r o o p s  shoo t ing .  I t ' s  n o t  
a c l e a r  p i c t u r e  t h a t  you'd g e t  of t h i s  f l y i n g  a t  1,500 f e e t .  

Q - Was t h e r e  a g r e a t  d e a l  of smoke from burning
s t r u c t u r e s ?  

A. Q u i t e  a l o t  of smoke. 

Q So t h e r e  were a number of s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  were 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  be burned a t  t h a t  t ime? 

CI 

A. W e l l  a l l  t h e  smoke i s  n o t  coming from s t r u c t u r e s .  
There a r e  t r e e s ,  g r a s s  or--I  never  saw any f laming s t r u c -
t u r e  l i k e  you would t h i n k  of a f i r e ,  b u t  t h e r e  was a g r e a t  
d e a l  of smoke i n  t h e  a r e a .  
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MR MACCRATE: I don 't have any f u r t h e r  ques t ions .  

10: You w e r e  w i t h  Colonel HENDERSON i n  and o u t  of 
t h i s  a r e a  and, also, you w e r e  e v i d e n t l y  s o u a  of  My ~ a i(1). 
Were you aware t h a t  any o t h e r  v i l l a g e s  w e r e  burned? 

A. I w a s  n o t ,  sir. 

Q .  YOU d i d  n o t  see any a d d i t i o n a l  v i l l a g e s ?  

A=. NO, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any a d d i t i o n a l  v i l l a g e s .
No, sir. 

(MR MACCRATE depar ted  from t h e  hea r ing  room.) 

Q. I r e f e r  here  t o  a document, E x h i b i t  R-1, which 
has  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r ecord ,  a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
s igned by Colonel HENDERSON, da ted  24 Apr i l .  I would ask t h a t  
you review t h i s  document a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d . )  

Q. Colonel LUPER, I ask you concerning t h i s  document, 
have you e v e r  seen  t h i s  document before?  

A. I have n o t ,  s i r .  

Q Were you aware t h a t  such a document had been s u b -
mi t t ed  t o  t h e  commanding genera l  of t h e  America1 Divis ion? 

A. I am n o t ,  was n o t ,  aware. 

Q Had you ever  seen t h e  f i r s t  i n c l o s u r e ?  

A. I had n o t ,  s i r .  

Q The second i n c l o s u r e  i s  an English t r a n s l a t i o n  of 
some VC propaganda repor ted ly  used i n  t h i s  a r e a .  Had you 
e v e r  seen such a t r a n s l a t i o n ?  

A ,  I had not, s i r ,  

Q .a Were you aware of any VC propaganda, e i t h e r  w r i t -
t e n  propaganda o r  s logans  used v e r b a l l y ,  o r  s i g n s  o r  o the r -
wise which would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  something unusual took p l a c e  
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i n  My Lai ( 4 )  o r  t h e  My Lai a r e a  on 16 March o r  t h a t  time 
period? 

A. I was n o t  aware of it, sir. 

Q. Were you aware of any i n t e l l i g e n c e  which may
have come i n t o  Task Force Barker,  your b a t t a l i o n ,  o r  t o  t h e  
11th  Brigade which ind ica ted  t h a t  t h e r e  had been some unnec-
e s s a r y  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  i n  My Lai ( 4 )  on 16 March 1968? 

A. I was n o t ,  s ir .  

Q . Did you ever  hea r  any rumors--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I d i d  no t .  

Q Among t h e  t roops  concerning such happenings? 

A .  No, sir .  

Q Did you ever  have anything happen sr d i d  you e v e r  
hear  of anything which might have aroused your suspic ions?  

A .  None whatsoever,  s i r .  

Q Let  me have t h e  a r t i l l e r y  r u l e s  of engagement. 

(The recorde r  hands Exh ib i t  D-3 t o  t h e  10.)  

I 0  : I have h e r e ,  Colonel LUPER, MACV Di rec t ive  528-18 
which has  been en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  a s  E x h i b i t  D-3, 
"Conduct of A r t i l l e r y ,  Mortar,  and Naval Gunfire ."  I ask 
you if you have seen t h i s  document? 

(Hands document t o  wi tness .  ) 

A. I am s u r e  I have. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  j u s t  where, b u t  
I--in f a c t ,  I ' m  su re  I have seen t h i s  document. 

Q Have you seen t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  implementing i n s t r u c -
t i o n s  which were i s sued  p r i o r  t o  t h e ' 1 6 t h  o f  March by t h e  
America1 Divis ion o r  by t h e  br igade  o r  by your b a t t a l i o n ?  

0 

A .  Well, t h e r e  was a d i v i s i o n  SOP and, of course ,  I 
had a b a t t a l i o n  SOP which went a long wi th  t h e  d i v i s i o n  SOP. 

Q Would yours have been c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
o r  would it have been c o n s i s t e n t  with t h e  b r igade?  
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A. ~s f a r  as the art i l lery,  it would be c o n s i s t e n t  
w i t h  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  sir. O 

Q And it s p e l l e d  o u t  t h e  r u l e s  of  engagement f o r  
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q .  M r .  WEST, do you have any ques t ions  you would l i k e  
t o  d i r e c t  t o  Colonel  LUPER? 

MR WEST: Y e s ,  sir. Colonel LUPER, wi th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  the 
a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  on 16 th  of  March 1968, how w a s  t h e  f i r e  
ad jus ted?  

A. I d o n ' t  know as I can say d e f i n i t e l y .  I can t e l l  
you what t h e  g e n e r a l  procedures w e r e .  The genera l  proce-
dures  were t h a t  the u n i t  making t h e  combat a s s a u l t  would 
give t h e  informat ion  t o  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  t h e  day b e f o r e ,  o r  as 
soon as  they cou ld ,  where they  wanted t h e i r  prep  f i r e d .  The 
b a t t e r y  would p repare  t o  f i r e  a t  t h e  t ime which had been 
reques ted .  The l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  wi th  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  comman-
d e r  o r  b a t t a l i o n  or whichever it should be--the commander 
a t  t h e  t ime they  wanted t h e  prep would have them f i r e  usua l ly  
one round of  smoke. Then he would a d j u s t  t h e  p rep  from t h a t  
p o i n t  on. I d o n ' t  know whether o r  n o t  t h i s  was t h e  case  t h a t  
day. I f  it was j u s t  a preplanned prep  t h a t  they  f i r e d  wi th  no 
adjustment ,  it may have been unobserved. But t h e  genera l  r u l e  
i s  it would be an observed prep ,  and I can only assume that 
t h i s  one was a l s o .  

Q Then it would be p o s s i b l e  t h a t  Captain VAZQUEZ, 
who was t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  d i d  observe t h e  f i r i n g  and 
made t h e  c o r r e c t i o n s ?  

A. It is very l i k e l y  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  case .  

Q a This  would have been from a h e l i c o p t e r ,  t h e  obser-
va t ion?  

A .  Yes, sir.  He would have been wi th  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  
commander, because t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  p u t s  it where he i s  
reques ted  t o  p u t  it. 
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Q With r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  bodies  on t h e  road t h a t  you 
observed,  t h e  1 5  o r  2 0 ,  d i d  you observe a gunship prepara-
t i o n  which w e  unders tand followed t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n ?  

A .  I d i d  n o t ,  sir.  A s  a gene ra l  r u l e ,  w e  would be 
w e l l  o u t  of t h e  a r e a  s o  t h a t  w e  would n o t  i n t e r f e r e  wi th  
t h e  a c t u a l  a s s a u l t  and t h e  gunships going i n .  

Q I n  your op in ion ,  knowing t h a t  t h e r e  was a--assum-
i n g  t h e r e  was a gunship p r e p a r a t i o n ,  is it p o s s i b l e  t h a t  
t h e  persons t h a t  you saw on t h e  road ,  t h e  e v i d e n t  c a s u a l t i e s  
t h e r e ,  could have been caused by gunship f i r e .  

A .  C e r t a i n l y .  I t  was imposs ib le  t o  t e l l  how they  
were k i l l e d .  I t  could have been a r t i l l e r y .  I t  could  have 
been gunships.  

Q Did you see General  YOUNG anywhere on t h e  16 th  
o f  March 1968? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y ,  s ir .  I--undoubtedly I 
d id .  H e  was always o u t  when t h e r e  was an o p e r a t i o n  going 
on,  and I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  when we were a t  D o t t i e  he  probably 
landed t h e r e .  He was always running i n  and o u t ;  we would 
see him almost d a i l y .  

MR WEST: I have noth ing  f u r t h e r .  

I0 : Colonel MILLER? 

COL MILLER: I f  you w e r e  a b l e  t o  observe it, d i d  it appear  t o  
you t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  landed i n  t h e  p a r t  of t h e  
v i l l a g e  where t h e s e  v i l l a g e r s  w e r e  coming from, t h e s e  people  
t h a t  you saw? 

A. From t h a t  gene ra l  a r e a .  

Q Did t h e  a r t i l l e r y  h i t  approximately t h e  p l a c e  o r  
t h e  a r e a  t h a t  was planned? 

A .  The answer t o  t h a t  i s  always yes .  

10: Don' t  come o u t  w i th  t h a t  k ind  of  answer. 
C 

A .  I 'm s o r r y ,  s i r .  
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COL MILLER: General ly  t h i s  i s  t h e  a r e a  where, from your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h e y  w e r e  in t end ing  t o  p u t  i t ?  

A. Where they  i n i t i a l l y  wanted it, thag  w a s  where 
it was ad jus ted  to.  

Q ,You mentioned before  where t h e  bodies  w e r e  and 
where t h e  t roops  w e r e  a t  about t h e  same t i m e .  I n  your  esti-
mation, do you t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  t roops  w e r e  i n  such a p o s i t i o n  
a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  people t h a t  you s a w  could reasonably 
have been k i l l e d  by s m a l l  arms f i r e  from t h e  ground t roops?  

A. I do n o t  t h i n k  so. 

Q You mentioned e a r l i e r  t h a t  you knew t h e  b r igade  
commander had been reques ted ,  and t h e s e  were your words, "to 
look i n t o  t h i s , "  r e f e r r i n g  t o  some i n c i d e n t .  D o  you 
r e c a l l  more p r e c i s e l y  what t h e  " t h i s "  was? 

A. I do no t .  My s t a t ement  was t h a t  t h e  only  reason 
I was aware of it w a s  t h a t  I happened t o  accompany him when h e  
t a l k e d  t o  Captain MEDINA and I overheard p a r t  of  t h e i r  con-
v e r s a t i o n .  As t o  Colonel HENDERSON, he never  a t  any t i m e  
t o l d  m e  what h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  w e r e .  

Q- I wonder i f  you g o t  an impression t h a t  it may have 
r e f e r r e d  t o  a body count ,  o r  t h i s  one k i l l i n g ,  o r  t h a t  you 
do not--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  A t  t h a t  t ime I got  t h e  impressi.on 
t h a t  it was t o  a s i n g l e  i n c i d e n t .  

Q And f i n a l l y  you mentioned t h a t  you saw a consider-
a b l e  amount of smoke which could have come from many sources ,  
b u t  no open f i r e s .  id you s e e  more, o r  less, o r  about the 
same amount of smoke t h a t  you would observe normally on an 
opera t ion  of t h i s  type?  

A. I would say t h e r e  was more than  you would normally 
observe.  However, when you say " t h i s  type  opera t ion ,  I' a r e  
you speaking of an opera t ion  r i g h t  on t o  a v i l l a g e ?  

Q a Y e s ,  

A.  And when I say "more," then ,  I would normally see 
more, s i n c e  most opera t ions  were i n  wide-open country.  

Q. I t  would be g r a s s  and t r e e s  more than  anything e l s e ?  

A. Yes. 

APP T-13 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



CONFIDENTIAL 


APP T-13 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

MR WALSH: I have some ques t ions  f o r  you, Colonel. I n  t h e  
a r e a  t h a t  you have des ignated ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n  
as t o  where t h e  LZ was, it is  immediately ad jacen t  t o  t h e  a r e a  
marked by your X i n  t h e  photograph (Exh ib i t  P-47) where you 
dropped down t o  pick up t h e  two suspec t s .  Now, can you r e c a l l  
when you p u t  down t o  g e t  those  two s u s p e c t s ,  were t h e r e  
t roops  a t  t h e  LZ? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  By t h a t  t ime w e  had t roops .  
They w e r e  w e l l  spread o u t  and moving g e n e r a l l y  through a l l  
t h i s  a r e a ,  and I - - there  were no t roops  c l o s e  t o  where t h e s e  
two i n d i v i d u a l s  were running. This  was t h e  reason t h a t  
Colonel HENDERSON e l e c t e d  t o  go i n  and p ick  them up, because 
it looked l i k e  they  were going t o  bypass o u r  t r o o p s .  
A s  I say ,  it looked very susp ic ious  a t  t h a t  t ime,  t h e  way 
t h e s e  people were running and were dressed .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any d i scuss ion  t h e  day p r i o r  t o  
t h e  opera t ion  a s  t o  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  a p repara to ry  f i r e  t o  
be made i n  t h e  a r e a  because of t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander's 
d e s i r e  t o  p u t  t h e  t roops  down q u i t e  c l o s e  to t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. The f e e l i n g  was t h a t  based on i n t e l l i g e n c e  
e v i G e ~ t l ya v a i l z h l e  t o  Colonel EAmER a t  t h a t  t ime,  t h e  
48th Local Force B a t t a l i o n  was i n  t h a t  a r e a .  Now they had 
moved around q u i t e  a b i t  i n  t h e  genera l  a r e a  t h a t  BARKER 
was re spons ib le  f o r ,  and we were c o n t i n u a l l y  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  
t h e s e  people,  l o c a t e  them through i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s .  
A t  t h i s  t ime BARKER had reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  Local 
Force B a t t a l i o n  was i n  t h e r e ,  and he planned t h e  opera t ion  
to t r y  t o  g e t  t o  t h e s e  people.  

Q - My ques t ion  was, do you r e c a l l  any d i scuss ion  
about t h e  locat lwn of t h e  landing  zone and t h e  need t o  have 
it c l o s e l y  ad jacen t  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s .  No, s ir .  

Q I have noth ing  f u r t h e r ,  sir.  

MR WEST: With regard  t o  t h e  landing  zone, you have i n d i c a t e d  
on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph which has been marked exhib i t - -

RCDR: I t  has  n o t  been in t roduced y e t .  
0 

10: I t  w i l l  be.  I t  i s  included a s  p a r t  of h i s  
tes t imony and w i l l  become an e x h i b i t .  
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RCDR : That  would come up t o  be 47,  P-47. 

MR WEST: A l l  r i g h t .  You have marked on E x h i b i t  P-47 t h e  
a r e a  which you recall as having been t h e  landing  zone f o r  
C/1/20. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  recall which company went t h e r e .  
I cou ldn ' t  say.  

Q But you d i d  mark an a r e a  genera l ly  southwest  
of t h e  hamlet of  My Lai  ( 4 )  , and mark t h a t  as a landing  zone? 

A. AS a landing  zone f o r  t h e  t r o o p s ,  yes ,  sir. 

Q I g o t  t h e  impression from your l a t e r  tes t imony
t h a t  you a r e  n o t  now s u r e  t h a t  t h a t  was t h e  e x a c t  l o c a t i o n  
of t h e  landing  zone. Could you c l e a r  t h a t  up? \, Did you 
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  it might have been f a r t h e r  t o  t h e  nor th?  

A. I i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge t h i s  
is  where it  was. A f t e r  reading  some of t h e  opera t ions  r e p o r t s ,  
apparent ly  it w a s  more t o  t h e  n o r t h  from where I ' m  saying it 
w a s ,  which would have made it almost  w e s  t-southwes t , a c t u a l l y ,  
of  My Lai .  

Q I see. No f u r t h e r  ques t ions .  

10: Colonel LUPER, d i d  you e v e r  hear any i n s t r u c t i o n s  
i s s u e d  t o  anybody o r  any i n t i m a t i o n  given t o  anybody t h a t  
they  were no t  t o  t a l k  concerning t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  My Lai?  

A. None whatsoever,  sir.  

Q DO you know of  any a t tempt  t o  cover up any 
information o r  t o  suppress  any information which may have 
d e a l t  wi th  a p o s s i b l e  mass a t r o c i t y  i n  My Lai?  

A -. I do n o t ,  s i r .  

Q Did you ever  t a l k  with anybody subsequent t o  t h e  
genera l  pe r iod  of 16 t o  20 March concerning My Lai  ( 4 )  and 
t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  took p lace  t h e r e i n ?  

I d i d  n o t ,  sir. 

Q Since t h i s  ma t t e r  has  been c a l l e d  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  
of  t h e  p u b l i c ,  have you t a l k e d  t o  anybody t h a t  belonged t o  
t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  o r  t o  t h e  br igade o r  t o  your b a t t a l i o n  concerning 
the events  i n  My Lai  on 16 March 19683 
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A. I t a l k e d  t o  t h e  S3, Major MCKNIGHT, who happens 
t o  be a s t u d e n t  a t  t h e  Command and General  S t a f f  Col lege 
a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

Q What w a s  your  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  Major MCKNIGHT? 

A. W e  were amazed a t  t h i s  because  a p p a r e n t l y  h e  had 
t h e  same r e a c t i o n  a s  I had. I had neve r  hea rd  of  any a t r o c i t y  
l i k e  t h i s  and neve r - - th i s  was r e a l l y  a shock when t h i s  
came o u t  i n  t h e  news. R e a l l y ,  n e i t h e r  one of us  could  e x p l a i n  
any of t h i s ,  and t h e  conve r sa t ion  was q u i t e  b r i e f ,  a 
matter o f ,  I guess ,  5 minutes .  

Q D i d  you make any a t t e m p t  w i t h  Major MCKNIGHT t o  
s t r a i g h t e n  o u t  t h e  sequence of  e v e n t s  o r  a n y t h i n g .concern ing  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A.- No. W e  d i d  d i s c u s s  who had t h e  b r i g a d e ,  when 
t h e  change o f  command of t h e  b r i g a d e  w a s ,  and w e  cou ld  
n e i t h e r  one be  real  s u r e .  He though t  i j :  was about  a week 
p r i o r  t o  t h i s  and I--it seemed t o  me t h a t  it w a s  t h e  15 th  
t h a t  s t u c k  i n  my mind. So we were w i t h i n  a week of each  
o t h e r .  

Q But you d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  any th ing  s u b s t a n t i v e  
w i t h  him concern ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  what took p l a c e ,  t h e  
r e s u l t s ,  o r  any th ing  of  t h a t  n a t u r e ?  

A .  No, sir. I d i d  n o t .  

Q 8 S i n c e  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  h a s  been c a l l e d  by t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  have you t a l k e d  
t o  anyone concern ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o r  has  anyone t a l k e d  t o  
you concern ing  it okher t han  i n  an o f f i c i a l  c a p a c i t y ?  

A. My conve r sa t ion  w i t h  Major MCKNIGHT took p l a c e  j u s t  
b e f o r e  h e  l e f t  t o  come h e r e ,  s ir .  H e  came down t o  my o f f i c e  
and asked i f  I had any c a l l s  o r  any th ing ,  t o  which I s a i d ,  
"NO,  I h a v e n ' t . "  

Q. Have you t a l k e d  t o  anyone o t h e r  t h a n  Major
MCKNIGHT? 

A.  No, s i r ,  I have n o t ,  
0 

Q Anybody else have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

(LUPER) 35 APP T-13 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

(I0 depar ted  hea r ing  a t  1146 hours . )  

COL FRANKLIN: S i r ,  d i d  you, a s  t h e  commanding odf icer - -a lso  
involv ing  your L O ' S ,  d id  you have a  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  adv i se  
commanders when they  were going t o  f i r e  t h a t  they w e r e  
endangering f r i e n d l y  t roops  o r  c i v i l i a n s ,  and d i d  you have 
t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  r e f u s e  f i r e  i n  cases  t h a t  you thought  they  
w e r e  t o o  c l o s e  t o  e i t h e r  one of these?  

A. I had t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  r e f u s e  f i r e ,  s i r ,  t o  t h e  
e x t e n t  t h a t  I could say t h a t  I d o n ' t  want t o  f i r e .  Of 
course ,  Colonel HENDERSON, my boss ,  could over ru le  t h i s .  
And I can remember t h a t  t h i s  case  never came up. It w a s  
genera l  procedure t h a t  w e  j u s t  don2t f i r e  on noncombatants, 
and I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e  i n f a n t r y  e v e r  asked us t o  f i r e  on 
noncombatants. I never had an occasion t o  r e f u s e  t o  f i r e  
where I f e l t  t h a t  I was a c t u a l l y  endangering noncombatants. 

Q Under t h e  Army r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  govern you when 
a noncombatant i s  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  what were you 
requi red  t o  give? 

Ca 
A. I f  a noncombatant was k i l l e d ,  what w e  c a l l  " k i l l e d  ;.c 
i n  an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t , "  t h i s  normally came up because V) 

t h e  f i r e  d idn '  t go where it was supposed t o .  I had t o  
r e p o r t  it t o  Divis ion  A r t i l l e r y  and then  Divis ion A r t i l l e r y  
would appoint  a f i e l d  grade o f f i c e r  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  i f  I had a case  of a noncombatant. W e  had 
a case where some of our own people were k i l l e d .  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  having a case i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  r equ i red  any 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  f o r  i n j u r i n g  c i v i l i a n s .  

Q e  L e t ' s  g e t  back now. Were you informed of what 
you saw? Did you have any reason t o  be l i eve  t h a t  noncom-
b a t a n t s  had been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  i n  t.his opera t ion?  

A .  This would no t  be repor ted  as  an a r t i l l e r y  
i n c i d e n t .  This i s  i n  connection wi th  an opera t ion  and t h e  
f i r e s  were f i r e d  where they were reques ted ,  and t h i s  would 
n o t  have been considered an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t .  

Q. When noncombatants, i n  t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  
were k i l l e d  i n  conjunct ion with a  m i l i t a r y  opera t ion ,  t h i s  
d i d  no t  r e q u i r e ,  t h e n ,  any kind of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I f  noncombatants were k i l l e d ,  it would as  a r e s u l t  
r e q u i r e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Yes, it would. I n  t h i s  case  a l l  
r e p o r t s  went t o  d i v i s i o n  a s  t o  what happened and no i n v e s t i -
ga t ion  was made a s  t o  an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

I 
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Q Do you th ink  t h a t  your b a t t a l i o n  SOP would be 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  us somewhere and t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  governing t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  a t  t h a t  time? I ' m  cur ious  about your b a t t a l i o n  
SOP and t h e  DIVARTY r u l e s  of engagement, documents tha t - -
were t h e r e  documents from DIVARTY governing t h e s e  th ings  
t h a t  would be f a i r l y  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  us? 

4, I would imagine t h e r e  has been a l i t t l e  change i n  
e i t h e r  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  o r  DIVARTY SOP. I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  have 
been minor changes, b u t  I imagine t h a t  they  would be p r e t t y  
much i n t a c t .  

COL FRANKLIN: Okay. Thank you very much, sir .  

MR WEST: Colonel LUPER, t o  your knowledge, d i d  anyone i n  
t h e  b r igade ,  t a s k  f o r c e ,  d i v i s i o n ,  o r  anyone you know of go 
back i n t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion  on 16 March 1968? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge, I l e f t  t h e  br igade  about 
2 months a f t e r  . t h i s  da te .  

Q Well, a c t u a l l y ,  I ' m  t h i n k i n g  of a t ime immediately 
a f t e r  t h e  infantrymen went through t h e  hamlet .  Our evidence 
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  was--Charlie Company i n t o  
t h e  hamlet--was concluded during t h e  morning and they  
proceeded on through t h e  hamlets t o  t h e  e a s t ,  joined 
up wi th  B/4 /3  during t h e  af te rnoon.  Thus f a r  i n  o u r  
proceedings,  w e  have been unable t~ determine t h a t  anyone 
went back i n t o  t h e  hamlet on t h e  ground, and t h i s  i s  
b a s i c a l l y  my ques t ion .  Do you know of anyone who d id?  

A.  I do n o t  know of anyone who went back i n  t h e r e ,  
s ir .  

Qy Do you know anything about C h a r l i e  Company o r  any 
of t h e i r  t roops  o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  were ordered  t o  go back 
i n ?  

A .  I do n o t ,  s ir .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  I th ink  t h i s  concludes our  ques t ioning .  

I remind you of  General PEERS' o r d e r  n o t  t o  d i s -
cuss  t h e  proceedings wi th  anyone a f t e r  t h i s .  We apprec ia te  
your appearing he re  and your testimony has been very h e l p f u l .  

0 
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YOU a re  re leased as f a r  as t h e  inquiry  is concerned. You 
can go back t o  your duty s t a t i o n .  Thank you, very much. 

-Before w e  recess ,  I would l i k e  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  
t h e  a e r i a l  photograph t h a t  has been marked by Colonel LUPER 
has been introduced a s  an exhib i t .  

RCDR: Y e s ,  sir, t h i s  i s  entered a t  Exhibi t  P-47 apd 
w i l l  be entered i n t o  t h e  o f f i c i a l  record. 

MR WEST: This hearing i s  recessed, 

(The hearing recessed a t  1156 hours,  1 0  December 
1969.) 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0911 hours ,  22  . 
December 1969. ) 

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  
0 

RCDR: 
MR WEST, 

The fo l lowing persons a r e  p resen t :  
MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL MILLER, 

LTG PEE
COL WILSON, 

RS, 
COL 

FRANKLIN, LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ LYNN. 

(MAJ Harold L. COOP, Jr. , w a s  sworn as a 
recorde r  f o r  t h i s  hear ing . )  

These photographs of  t h e  My La i  opera t ion  are 
e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record  and a r e  marked as Exh ib i t s  P-56 
through P-70. 

(COL Robert B. LUPER w a s  r e c a l l e d  as a wi tness ,  
reminded t h a t  h e  w a s  s t i l l  under o a t h ,  and t e s t i f i e d  as 
fol lows :) 

10: Colonel LUPER, we had Captain GAMBLE i n  a few 
days ago and w e  t a l k e d  t o  Captain GAMBLE, and one o f  t h e  
t h i n g s  he s a i d  w e  f e l t  r equ i red  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  from you. 
That is  t h e  reason we asked you t o  come back i n  today. I 
can read you about t h r e e  ve r s ions  bu t  they  a l l  read  about 
t h e  same. So, I w i l l  read one, perhaps t h e  b e s t  one. The 
ques t ions  go along t h i s  l i n e :  

"Q. Who was your d i v i s i o n  a r t i l l e r y  commander? 

"A.  Colonel YOUNG, a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  sir.  

"Q. Do you remember h i s  f i r s t  name? 

"A. No, sir.  I do n o t  remember h i s  f i r s t  name 
because he  l e f t  almost immediately. About a week 
l a t e r  he  r e tu rned  t o  CONUS. H e  approached m e  and 
asked me genera l ly  how th ings  were going and I 
mentioned t o  him t h a t  we had p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  
My Lai opera t ion  and t h a t  w e  had been c r e d i t e d  
along wi th  t h e  a i r s t r i k e  t h a t  had occurred  as 
having a body count of 69 .  To t h e  b e s t  of my 
memory, s i r ,  he was accompanied by my b a t t a l i o n  
commander. 

"Q. Who was your b a t t a l i o n  commander a t  t h a t  
t ime? 
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"A. Colonel LUPER, sir.  When I mentioned t h i s ,  
Colonel LUPER, t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my r e c o l l e c t i o n  
s a i d :  ' W e  a r e  no t  s u r e  t h a t  those  were a l l  enemy.' 
That was a l l  t h a t  was mentioned t o  me a t  t h e  time 
I was i n  country.  That was a l l  t h a t  I was eve r  
asked o r  t h a t  I know of .  " 

And t h e r e  a r e  comparable s ta tements  t h a t  we have t h a t  say 
about t h e  same t h i n g ,  t o  t h e  e f f e c t :  "We a r e  n o t  su re  t h a t  
those  were a l l  enemy." So, using t h a t  a s  a base p o i n t ,  I 
would l i k e  t o  g e t  from you an explanat ion  of what you meant 
and what was t h e  background f o r  a l l  t h i s ?  
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A. S i r ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l  making any such s t a t emen t ,  
and I a l s o  do n o t  r e c a l l  v i s i t i n g  h i s  b a t t e r y  wi th  Colonel 
YOUNG. I d o n ' t  remember more than once o r  t w i c e ,  i n  coun t ry ,  
a c t u a l l y  f l y i n g  wi th  Colonel YOUNG. I t  is very seldom t h a t  
I had anyth ing  d i r e c t l y  t o  do wi th  t h e  DIVARTY commander. 
A s  you probably r e a l i z e ,  w e  were i n  a r a t h e r  unique s i t u a t i o n  
a t  t h a t  t i m e .  The a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l i o n  a c t u a l l y  belonged 
t o  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  al though w e  followed t h e  Div is ion  A r t i l l e r y  
SOP'S. You might say t h a t  t h e  Div is ion  A r t i l l e r y  commander 
had s t a f f  supe rv i s ion  i f  you want t o  c a l l  it t h a t .  But t h e  
d i r e c t  suppor t  u n i t s  a c t u a l l y  belonged t o  t h e  b r igade  and 
a s  a r u l e  I s t a y e d  wi th  t h e  b r igade  commander, n o t  t h e  
DIVARTY commander. I c e r t a i n l y  do n o t  r e c a l l  making any 
such s t a t emen t s  t o  Captain GAMBLE. 

Q. W e  want you t o  t h i n k  about t h a t  f o r  a l i t t l e  
wh i l e  because Captain GAMBLE remembers it q u i t e  v i v i d l y ,  
and h e  vo lun tee red  t h i s  in format ion  i n  t h e  I G  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
and when he  came t o  our  s e s s i o n ,  a t  which he appeared,  he 
mentioned t h e  same t h i n g  q u i t e  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  a s  you can 
see. W e  asked him i f  he  e v e r  saw t h e  DIVARTY commander. So 
h e  b r i n g s  o u t  t h i s .  The t h i n g  I want t t ?  know i s  i f  you were 
under t h e  impression t h a t  a l l  t h o s e  w e r e n ' t  VC. 

A.  No, s ir .  A s  I t e s t i f i e d  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  I was 
h e r e ,  I d i d  see some bodies  on t h e  ground. I d i d  from t h e  
d r e s s ,  from t h e  s i z e ,  s e e  t h a t  some of  t h e s e  might have been 
women and c h i l d r e n .  I know some of  t h e s e  p o s s i b l y  could have 
been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  and gunships .  A s  f o r  u s ing  t h e  
t e r m  VC, I thought  t h a t  eve ry th ing  i n  t h a t  a r e a  was VC. 

Q, But when I use t h e  term VC a s  it was employed
h e r e ,  you d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  use t h e  t e r m  VC accord ing  t o  t h i s  
s t a t e m e n t :  "We a r e  n o t  s u r e  those  were a l l  enemy." 

\ 

A. A s  I say aga in ,  what I saw was p o s s i b l y  women 
and c h i l d r e n .  One group t h a t  I saw n e a r  t h e  road ,  t h a t  I 
t e s t i f i e d  l a s t  t ime ,  I d o n ' t  say  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  make t h a t  
s t a t emen t  t o  Captain GAMBLE. I say  I do n o t  recall  making 
any such s t a t emen t .  

Q Did you, a f t e r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  e v e r  s i t  down and 
t a l k  i n  d e t a i l  w i th  GAMBLE? 

A. No, sir.  I v i s i t e d  GAMBLE q u i t e  o f t e n .  I d i d  
n o t  speak t o  him i n  d e t a i l  about t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  ope ra t ion  
any more tha? I would have o f  any o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n .  
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a- How about  VAZQUEZ? 

A. I v i s i t e d  VAZQUEZ q u i t e  o f t e n  a t  LZ Dot t i e .  
I don ' t  recall any d e t a i l e d  d i scuss ion  about t h i s  opera t ion .  
Each time I v i s i t e d  him I checked how t h i n g s  w e r e  going, 
any problems, t h a t  type  of t h i n g .  

Q a  But you never  quer i ed  him a t  a l l  about what 
he knew about t h i s  opera t ion  and whether o r  n o t  the 
a r t i l l e r y  had k i l l e d  some c i v i l i a n s ?  

NOI  sir. 

Q Did you e v e r  conduct s i m i l a r  ques t ion ing  o f  
t h e  FO on t h e  ground, whose name I b e l i e v e  is Lieutenant  
ALAUX? 

A. No, sir. I d i d  n o t .  

Q Did you t a l k  t o  any of t h e  people who had 
a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I made no check i n t o  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  sir. ~n 
f a c t ,  I d i d  n o t  cons ide r  t h i s  any i n c i d e n t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
I considered it a normal opera t ion .  

a .  Were you e v e r  ques t ioned by General YOUNG 
concerning t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. NO, s i r ,  I was no t .  

Q By Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q =  By Colonel BARKER? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q W e l l ,  I w i l l  g e t  i n t o  t h i s  a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  a 
l i t t l e  whi le  later.  A t  t h i s  time w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about  
Uptight.  

MR MACCRATE: Colonel LUPER, do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of d i scuss ing  t h i s  wi th  Colonel YOUNG a t  any t ime? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  Very l i k e l y ,  s i r ,  he may 
have asked me q u e s t i o n s  about it. That i s ,  t a l k e d  about 
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t h e  opera t ion  t h e r e  a t  Uptight.  There was cons ide rab le  
concern about t h a t  b a t t e r y  because it had been formed 
i n  country and very quickly  by using p ieces  of t h e  o t h e r  
t h r e e  b a t t e r i e s .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  speaking wi th  Colonel 
YOUNG s p e c i f i c a l l y  about t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  No, s i r ,  

Q. A r t i l l e r y  K I A  i s  6 9 .  With a r a t h e r  l i m i t e d  
a r t i l l e r y  prep  t h a t  you had h e r e ,  t h a t  was r a t h e r  f a n t a s t i c  
i n  i t s e l f ,  wasn ' t  i t ?  

A .  You might say it i s  unusual f o r  t h a t  type  of 
war,  s ir .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  it i s  f a n t a s t i c .  
I f  you a r e  f o r t u n a t e  enough t o  ca tch  t h e  enemy i n  t h e  
open, it i s  n o t  unusual a t  a l l .  

Q Did you s e e  any i n  t h e  open? 

A. No, sir. I was n o t  concerned wi th  t h e  prep  
d i r e c t l y .  

Q Did you s e e  any l a r g e  number of bodies  i n  
t h e  a r e a  where t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep  was supposed t o  go? 

A. No, sir.  But I was n o t  d i r e c t l y  i n  t h e  a r e a  
a t  low a l t i t u d e .  I only saw t h i s  one group of people.  

I0 : (Requested log  of 11th  Brigade,  E x h i b i t  M-46. ) 

Colonel LUPER, a t  1555 Task Force Barker 
r epor ted  t o  t h e  l l t h  Brigade t h a t  Bravo Company repor ted  
t h a t  none of  t h e  VC body count r epor ted  by t h e  u n i t  were 
women and c h i l d r e n .  Char l i e  Company r e p o r t s  t h a t  
approximately LO t o  11 women and c h i l d r e n  were k i l l e d  
e i t h e r  by a r t i l l e r y  o r  gunships.  These were n o t  inc luded 
i n  t h e  body count.  Were you aware of t h a t ?  

A - I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  r e p o r t ,  s ir .  
I am s u r e  t h a t  I was. made aware of it dur ing  our  evening 
b r i e f i n g  o r  sometime. I must have been aware t h a t  t h e  
r e p o r t  came i n .  

Q I t  was a l s o  subsequent ly i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  something 
i n  excess  of 20 c i v i l i a n s ,  noncombatants, had been k i l l e d  
by a r t i l l e r y ,  gunships,  and poss ib ly  smal l  a r m s ,  and 
they  were subsequent ly r epor ted  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander. 
Were you aware of t h i s ?  
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A. I wasn ' t  aware of  t h e  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander, sir. 

Q Were you aware of  something i n  excess--
0 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Again, I must say  t h a t  t h i s  must 
have been mentioned a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  recall 
t h i s  s e p a r a t e  r e p o r t .  

Q Well, f o r g e t t i n g  about t h i s  s p e c i f i c  r e p o r t ,
and coming back t o  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  do you remember 
t h a t  women and c h i l d r e n  had been k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  opera t ion?  
Th i s  i s  t h e  impor tant  th ing .  

A. Yes, sir. I am s u r e  it w a s ,  b u t  .as  I say ,  
I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it being  brought  t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  
But I am s u r e  t h a t  i t w a s ,  sir.  

Q That i s  t o  t h e  b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Did you e v e r  d i s c u s s  with Colonel YOUNG o r  
anybody e l s e  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  t h e  requirements f o r  making 
an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t  of t h i s ?  

A. This  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t ?  

Q Y e s ,  

A.  No, sir. 

Q Why d i d n ' t  you i n i t i a t e  any a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  
r e p o r t ?  

A .  There was no r e p o r t  made t o  me  t h a t  a r t i l l e r y  
had d e f i n i t e l y  k i l l e d  any innocent  c i v i l i a n s .  

Q Do you have t o  have a d e f i n i t e  r e p o r t  before  
you make an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t ?  

A. Unless somebody accuses t h e  a r t i l l e r y  o f  
k i l l i n g  innocent  c i v i l i a n s ,  I know of no requirement t h a t  
I have t o ,  sir. The DIVARTY SOP even permi t ted  f i r i n g  
upon v i l l a g e s ,  i f  t h e  ground commander reques ted  it. 

Q Would your a r t i l l e r y  j u s t  accept  any t a r g e t  t h a t  
t h e  ground commander requested? Who could submit such a 
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A. N o ,  sir, I am n o t  saying  t h a t  I could  c a r e  less. 
B u t ,  I am saying  t h a t  i f  a ground commander r e q u e s t s  f i re - -  
t h a t  it is  somewhat hard perhaps t o  make t h i s  c l e a r ,  s ir ,  
b u t  I think--I  know of  no case  t h a t  w e  f i r e d  on a v i l l a g e  
o t h e r  than  perhaps i n  t h i s  case. I t h i n k  t h a t  I have a 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  ques t ion  it i f  I know it is on a popu-
l a t e d  area, y e s ,  sir,  b u t  i f  t h e  commander on the ground 
s t i l l  i n s i s t s  t h a t  he needs it, it is  my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  
f i r e .  
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Q- Even i f  it i s  i n  a populated a rea?  

A. A f t e r  I f e e l  t h a t  I should ques t ion  it, yes ,  s i r .  

9. Who a r e  you going t o  ques t ion?  Are ydu going 
t o  ques t ion  some i n f a n t r y  company commander o r  a r e  you 
going t o  t a k e  t h e  s u b j e c t  up with Colonel HENDERSON, f o r  
example, wi th  whom you work? 

A. This  would have t o  be ques t ioned through t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  commander on t h e  ground. I f  Colonel HENDERSON 
was a v a i l a b l e ,  I might mention it t o  him. If he i s  n o t ,  
I am n o t  going t o  hold  up t h e  f i r e  t o  g e t  hold  of 
Colonel HENDERSON. I would n o t  i f  t h e  man on t h e  ground 
f e e l s  t h a t  he needs it. 

Q O  The i n t e n t  of t h i s  document i s  q u i t e  obviously 
t o  p r o t e c t  noncombatants, t o  avoid g iv ing  t h e  advantage 
t o  t h e  VC. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  bu t  a l s o  i n  t h i s  document, may I 
read  t h e  paragraph i n  it, where it s a y s ,  "Vi l lages  and 
hamlets may be a t t acked  without  p r i o r  warning i f  t h e  
a t t a c k  is  i n  conjunct ion wi th  a ground opera t ion  involv ing  
t h e  maneuver of ground fo rces  through t h e  area, i f  i n  t h e  
judgment of t h e  ground commander t h e  mission would be  
jeopardized by such a warning a s  s p e c i f i e d  i n  (b )  above. I' 

Q Now, l e t  us go on f u r t h e r  and r e a d ,  i f  you w i l l ,  
paragraphs 6a and b .  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q And perhaps one of t h e  most impor tant  s ta tements  
i n  t h e  e n t i r e  document, paragraph 4 f ( 2 )  which i s  changed 
by a r e v i s i o n  da ted  9 February 1968, which says  : "Commanders 
w i l l  i n s u r e  utmost ca re  t o  i n s u r e  minimum noncombatant 
c a s u a l t i e s  and proper ty  damage. Do you recall USARV 
requirements f o r  i n i t i a t i n g  an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  a s  it is  w r i t t e n ,  s i r .  
I know what t h e  requirement was. 

Q r Cl What was your i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  requirement? 

A*. Through t h e  f i r e  a r t i l l e r y ,  t h a t  i f  innocent  people 
o r  proper ty  w a s  damaged a r e p o r t  was made t o  t h e  nex t  
h igher  headquar ters .  I n  such a case  they  appointed an 
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i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  who came down t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  
i n c i d e n t .  Then a r e p o r t  went t u  MACV. 

0 

Q And t h i s  a l s o  i n c l u d ~ df r i e n d l y  f o r c e s ,  d i d  
it no t?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- Any dea th  o r  i n j u r y  t o  f r i e n d l y  combat f o r c e s  
o r  noncombatants, unarmed women, z h i l d r e n ,  o l d  men, e t  
c e t e r a .  Then t h e r e  was a r e q u i ~ e r ~ ~ e n tt o  i n i t i a t e  an 
a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t ?  

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q I c a n ' t  understand why i n  t h i s  case  one w a s  
n o t  i n i t i a t e d .  

A .  A s  I s a y ,  s i r ,  I do no t  know t h a t  any innocent  
c i v i l i a n s  o r  noncombatants were k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y .  I 
s t i l l  do n o t  know it t o  t h i s  day, sir. 

Q , Even i f  it i s  an a l l e g a t i o n ,  d o e s n ' t  it require--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  I was n o t  accused of it, s i r .  

Q I am n o t  saying t h a t  you were accused of it. 
I am only say ing  t h a t  it was repor ted  back t h a t  a t  l e a s t  
20 c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  and/or gunships o r  
o t h e r  means. 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q And t h i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  woul6 have, i n  my
judgment, r equ i red  an i n c i d e n t  repor-k t o  have been i n i t i a t e d ,  
and one was not  i n i t i a t e d ,  and I canrioi: understand why one 
was no t  i n i t i a t e d .  

A. I do n o t  f e e l  t h a t  under t h e s e  circumstances,  
wi th  t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  came o u t ,  t h a t  I was requ i red  t o  
submit an i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t  t o  d i v i s i o n .  A t  a l a t e r  d a t e  
t h e  r e p o r t s  went t o  d i v i s i o n ,  t h i s  same r e p o r t  went, and 
they d i d  n o t  i n i t i a t e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  :,f t h e  a r t i l l e r y .  

Q What was t h e  requirement t o  i n i t i a t e  an 
a r t i l l e r y  r e p o r t ?  
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A. As soon a s  I knew about i t ,  sir .  

Q *  ASAP? 

A. y e s ,  s ir .  

Q That i s  c o r r e c t .  A s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  as 
I r e c a l l ,  any time you suspected t h a t  something was going 
on, t h e  t roops  stopped f i r i n g  r i g h t  then  and a l l  t h e  
d a t a  was r e t a i n e d  r i g h t  on t h e  guns s o  t h a t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
could be checked, s o  a s  t o  f i n d  o u t  where t h e  f a u l t  l a y .  

A. Yes, s ir .  I f  t h e  observer  r epor ted  t h a t  
rounds were landing  where they shouldn ' t ,  immediately 
a check-f i re  was given and t h e  people would f a l l  i n t o  t h e  
r e a r  s o  t h e i r  guns could be checked. 

MR MACCRATE: Colonel LUPER, what do you regard  a s  an 
accusa t ion ,  a s  d i s t ingu i shed  from i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  comes 
t o  you? Some t h i r d  p a r t y  has t o  complain before  
you have any o b l i g a t i o n  t o  a c t ?  

A. I cons ider  t h a t  I was requ i red  t o  a c t  by--
t a k i n g  t h e  case  i n  point--had t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  o r  
one of  t h e  FO's repor ted  back t h a t  t h e  rounds were not  
landing  where we reques ted  them, I would have repor ted  
t h i s .  I f  they  had come back t o  m e  and s a i d :  "Your 
a r t i l l e r y  i s  f a l l i n g  on noncombatants ," I would have 
check-f i red and i n v e s t i g a t e d .  We a r e  t a l k i n g  about 
something h e r e ,  s i r ,  w e l l ,  a f t e r  t h e  f a c t .  When somebody 
s a i d  t h e r e  might have been c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  
o r  gunships,  I f e l t  no o b l i g a t i o n  t o  r e p o r t  t h i s  a s  
an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t .  Obviously, t h e  r e p o r t s  g o t  a l l  t h e  
way t o  d i v i s i o n  and nobody i n i t i a t e d  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
I f e e l  no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a t  I needed t o  r e p o r t  t h e  

- i n c i d e n t .  

Q *  How long a f t e r  t h e  event?  D o  you regard  6 
hours a s  be ing  s o  f a r  a f t e r  t h e  even t  t h a t  you d o n ' t  
have t o  worry about i t ?  

A. N o ,  sir. It  i s  no t  a ma t t e r  of t i m e ,  sir.  
I f  somebody t o l d  me a t  any time t h a t  a r t i l l e r y  d i d  t h i s ,  
I would have repor ted .  But a s  I s t i l l  s a y ,  I s t i l l  do 
no t  know t h a t  f h e r e  was an i n c i d e n t ,  sir.  

Q. A t  1555 i n  t h e  af te rnoon,  t h e  l o g  i n d i c a t e s  
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t h a t  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  and pas sed  
on t o  b r igade  t h a t  1 0  o r  11 c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  by 
a r t i l l e r y  o r  .gunsh ips .  A s  long  a s  t h e r e  i s  an " a l t e r n a t i v e  
t h e r e  i s  no o b l i g a t i o n  on t h e  a r t i l l e r y - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This  r e p o r t  goes on t o  d i v i s i o n .  
I f  t hey  want me t o  i n i t i a t e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h a t  i s  f i n e .  
I do no t  f e e l  o b l i g a t e d  i n  t h i s  c a s e  t o  r e p o r t  an 
a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t ,  I do n o t .  

Q A s  l o n g  a s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  i n d e f i n i t e .  

A. Tha t  i s  r i g h t .  

Q A s  l ong  a s  someone e l s e  might have s h a r e d  it, 
t h e r e  i s  no o b l i g a t i o n  on t h e  a r t i l l e r y .  

A. I do n o t  f e e l  any,  s i r .  I f  I had t h e  same 
t h i n g  happen t o d a y ,  I would n o t  r e p o r t  it a s  an i n c i d e n t .  

10: L e t ' s  t a k e  ano the r  c a s e .  L e t ' s  s a y  t h a t  
Tuesday sometime, you r e c e i v e d  a  r e p o r t  from Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t  o r  from any Vietnamese source  t h a t ,  i n  one of  
t h e  v i l l a g e s  l o c a t e d  a k i l o m e t e r  o r  two from QL 1, 
a r t i l l e r y  had f a l l e n  i n  t h e r e  and two women w e r e  k i l l e d  
and an o l d  man w a s  s e r i o u s l y  i n j u r e d .  Would t h i s  r e q u i r e  
a r e p o r t ?  

A: I would i n  t h a t  c a s e  have c a l l e d  DIVARTY 
and s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  r e p o r t  from a d i s t r i c t  t h a t  
a r t i l l e r y  f e l l  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Of c o u r s e ,  I would 
have immediately s t a r t e d  checking my own f i r e  miss ions  t o  
s e e  i f  I w a s  f i r i n g  i n  t h a t  a r e a  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e .  
And d i v i s i o n ,  I am s u r e ,  would do t h e  same t h i n g .  Then 
t h e y  would a p p o i n t  some f i e l d  grade o f f i c e r  t o  go down 
t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  and s e e  what t h e  complaint  r e a l l y  w a s  
as f a r  as poss ib l e - - to  s e e  i f  t h i s  was t h e  case. 

Q - W e l l ,  now i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  a l though we have 
ground t r o o p s  involved  i n  it, you d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h e  
same compulsion t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  m a t t e r  w i t h  DIVARTY? 

A. No, s ir ,  I d i d  n o t .  

Q. Even though you b a s i c a l l y  knew t h a t  20 
o r  more c i v i l i a n  noncombatants had been k i l l e d  by 
a r t i l l e r y  and p o s s i b l y  by gunships  and o t h e r  means? 
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A. Yes, sir.  

MR MACCRATE : Could it have been t h a t  you d i d  n o t  be l i eve  
t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  it had been done by a r t i l l e r y  i n  view of 
a11 t h e  information t h a t  you had? 

A t  . S i r ,  w i th  t h e  amount of f i r e  going i n t o  t h e  a r e a  
by gunships and a r t i l l e r y  and t h e  ground o p e r a t i o n ,  I j u s t  
do n o t  f e e l ,  s i r ,  t h a t  i t  was any requirement on my p a r t  t o  
r e p o r t  an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t .  

10: No o b l i g a t i o n  on your p a r t  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  your 
a r t i l l e r y  was no t  k i l l i n g  unarmed noncombatants? 

A. I d o n ' t  know t h a t  it d i d ,  s i r .  

Q. Did you make any e f f o r t  t o  check t o  f i n d  out?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q. Did you ever  d i s c u s s  it wi th  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  I d i d ,  s i r .  

Q I am going t o  b r i n g  you back,  now, t o  t h e  day t h a t  
you accompanied Colonel HENDERSON. Colonel BLACKLEDGE was 
wi th  you when you accompanied Colonel HENDERSON t o  v i s i t  
Captain MEDINA i n  t h e  f i e l d .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A.  Yes, sir.  

Q. Now, I would l i k e  you t o  r e s t a t e  everyth ing  t h a t  
you heard i n  t h e  d iscuss ion  between Colonel HENDERSON and 
Captain MEDINA? 

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  it went something l i k e  t h i s ,  sir.  
Colonel HENDERSON t o l d  Captain MEDINA t h a t  some of  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s  had repor ted  t h a t  t h e  ground t roops  had 
s h o t  a woman, they had observed a man shoo t ing  a  woman. 
Captain MEDINA s a i d :  "Yes, s i r ,  I d i d .  I had been t o l d  
t h a t  t h e r e  was a VC armed i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  I was moving 
towards. I saw a movement t o  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  road,  t o  my 
l e f t . "  And I r e c a l l  him saying:  " I  spun and I f i r e d ,  and 
it was a  woman." That i s ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge, 
t h e  way t h e  conversa t ion  went. 

Q. w e l l ,  you heard t h a t  p r e t t y  much loud and c l e a r ,  
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d i d n ' t  you? How about t h e  r e s t  of t h e  conversa t ion ,  now, 
t h a t  i s  what I am i n t e r e s t e d  i n ?  3 

A .  I r e c a l l  very l i t t l e  e l s e .  I t  was a r e a l  s h o r t  
meeting, sir. We were t h e r e  on t h e  ground b u t  a very few 
minutes w i t 3  him. 

Qt How long? 

A.  Maybe 5 minutes,  1 0 ,  a f a i r l y  s h o r t  t ime,  and 
I wasn ' t  r i g h t  wi th  them a l l  t h e  t ime. I walked over  t o  
t a l k  t o  some of t h e  o t h e r  men t h a t  were with him. I 
r e a l l y - - t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  t h a t  I knew t h a t  t h e r e  even had 
been such r e p o r t s .  I r e a l l y  was i n  t h e  dark landing  t h e r e  
wi th  Colonel HENDERSON. He had no t  d iscussed  w i t h  me p r i o r  
t o  t h i s  a s  t o  why he was going, but  I d i d  overhear  p a r t  of 
t h e  conversa t ion ,  which went a s  I s a i d .  

Q A s  I would understand t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  i n  t h e  
environment which you were i n ,  you were o u t  i n  VC-controlled 
t e r r i t o r y  and t h e r e  were j u s t  a few of t h e  Char l i e  
Company command group around providing t h e  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  
a r e a ,  and t h e r e  w a s n ' t  any walking around i n  t h e r e .  A s  a 
mat ter  of f a c t ,  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  landed and took o f f  
immediately u n t i l  he was c a l l e d  back i n .  

That i s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r .  

Q • A s  I would r e c a l l ,  Captain MEDINA, Colonel 
BLACKLEDGE, Colonel HENDERSON, and yourse l f  were a l l  
p r e t t y  we l l  hugging t h e  ground on t h i s  conversa t ion ,  and 
keeping your fanny down s o  you d i d n ' t  g e t  it s h o t  o f f ,  t oo .  

A. F a i r l y  c l o s e  a r e a ,  t h a t  i s  correc t . ,  sir.  

Q So, d i d  you hea r  anything about ques t ion ing  
concerning t h e  number of t h e  body count and t h e  number of 
women and c h i l d r e n  t h a t  were k i l l e d ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e i r  t a l k i n g  about t h a t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e i r  t a l k i n g  about a d i t c h  with a 
s o l d i e r  f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. No, s i r .  I t o l d  you b a s i c a l l y  what I remember, 
and t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge t h a t  is it. 

(LUPER) 52 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-13 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q I a m  fo l lowing  you very c l o s e l y  and I a m  a l s o  
t r y i n g  t o  g ive  you some t h i n g s  t h a t  might r e f r e s h  your  
memory a l i t t l e  b i t ,  because t o  t h e  b e s t  of  o u r  u ~ d e r s t a n d -
i n g  t h e s e  t h i n g s  were d i s c u s s e d  and you were t h e r e .  So we 
are t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t ,  from you what you h e a r d ,  what 
s t u c k  i n  your  mind. 

A. What s t u c k  i n  my mind was t h e  f a c t  of t h e  
s h o o t i n g  of  t h e  woman. 

Q You say  Colonel  HENDERSON d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  t h i s  
matter w i t h  you a t  a l l ,  o r  any th ing  concern ing  t h i s ?  

A. S i r ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n  between 
Colonel  HENDERSON and myself concerning t h i s  m a t t e r .  

Q I n  your  C&C s h i p ,  d i d  you have in te rcoms where 
you were t a l k i n g  back and f o r t h  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A .  Not as a g e n e r a l  r u l e ,  s i r .  I u s u a l l y  s t a y e d  on 
a s e p a r a t e  r a d i o  on t h e  a r t i l l e r y  n e t  and u n l e s s  he  motioned 
f o r  me t o  g e t  on t h e  in te rcom w i t h  him I u s u a l l y  w a s  n o t  
on it ,  sir.  

MR WALSH: I would l i k e  t o  ask you a q u e s t i o n ,  Colonel  
LUPER. You went t o  Quang Ngai C i t y  w i t h  Colone l  HENDERSON 
on t h e  morning of  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  and t h e n  back t o  Duc Pho 
t o  lunch.  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  what you have t e s t i f i e d ?  

A.  A s  I recall  t h a t  was t h e  s c h e d u l e ,  s i r .  

Q Can you r e c a l l  whether  you were w i t h  Colonel  
HENDERSON t h a t  a f t e rnoon?  

A.  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I w a s ,  sir.  A s  a g e n e r a l  r u l e ,  
I d i d  n o t  f l y  w i t h  him i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n s .  I u s u a l l y  
t r i e d  t o  v i s i t  o t h e r  b a t t e r i e s  t h a t  I had.  A s  a r u l e ,  
DIVARTY gave m e  a h e l i c o p t e r  each day f o r  cne-half  day. 
So,  I accep ted  t h a t  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  and rode w i t h  
Colonel  HENDERSON i n  t h e  morning. 

Q, Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  a t  a l l ,  a f t e r  you
r e t u r n e d  t o  Duc Pho, of  any th ing  e l s e  t h a t  day invo lv ing  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  o r  Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A. ~ ' d sn o t .  
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10: Before we conclude t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r " s e s s i o n ,  I 
would l i k e  t o  give you a chance t o  add any s tatement  o r  
p o i n t s  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  add, o r  anything i n  your 
judgment t h a t  would be of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us i n  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A. S i r ,  I have nothing e l s e  t o  add. I a m  so r ry  t h a t  
my memory i s  no t  any b e t t e r  than  it i s .  I am g iv ing  it 
t o  you . the  b e s t  I remember it and I do r e i t e r a t e  t h a t  I --
do not  -- s t i l l  do no t  f e e l  any o b l i g a t i o n  t h a t  I should 
have repor ted  an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t .  

10: I f  any of t h i s  does come t o  mind, o r  i f  you 
can l o c a t e  any a d d i t i o n a l  documentation, photos,  m a t e r i a l s  
of any kind which would be of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  u s ,  we would 
apprec ia te  very much having them. 

A. I c e r t a i n l y  w i l l .  

I0: The hea r ing  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t ime.  

1969.) 
(The hea r ing  recessed  a t 0 9 5 2  hours ,  2 2  December 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1823 h o u r s ,  11 February 
1970.) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN, COL MILLER, 
COL ARMSTRONG, LTC ROGERS, and MAJ LYNN.  

S i r ,  t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c a l l s  Colonel  Robert  B. LUPER. 

(COL LUPER was r e c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  reminded 
t h a t  he  was s t i l l  under o a t h ,  and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows : )  

10: Since  you l a s t  appeared b e f o r e  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
we have assembled a l a r g e  amount of i n fo rma t ion  concern-
i n g  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of  16 March 1 9 6 8 ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f ,  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of t h e  
i n c i d e n t ,  and t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  i n c i d e n t .  I n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  t a l k i n g  t o  approximately  a t o t a l  of  350 
w i t n e s s e s  t o  d a t e ,  i n c l u d i n g  some of them t h a t  w e  have 
t a l k e d  t o  on s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s ,  w e  ' v e  assembled q u i t e  
a l a r g e  number of  documents r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of it. 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  we've had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  v i s i t  
South Vietnam and see t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h e r e  f i r s t h a n d ,  
i n c l u d i n g  Headquar ters  MACV, I Corps,  I11 MAF, t h e  
America1 D i v i s i o n ,  where we t a l k e d  t o  a l l  t h e  people  
t h e r e  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime who were t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  
o r  many of them, n o t  a l l  of them. We've a l s o  had 
an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  v i s i t  t h e  11 th  Brigade a t  LZ Bronco, 
a t  Duc Pho, and we have l i k e w i s e  gone t o  t h e  2d ARVN 
Div i s ion  and t a l k e d  t o  now General  TOAN, t h e n  Colonel  
TOAN a s  you would know him, and some o f  h i s  people  and 
t h e  U.S. adv i so ry  s t a f f ,  some p r e s e n t  and q u i t e  a few of 
them i n  t h e  p a s t .  I n  t h e  same s e n s e ,  w e  t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  
K H I E N ,  who was prov ince  c h i e f  f o r  Quang Ngai Province ,  
and h i s  s u c c e s s o r  Colonel  B I N H  and a l a r g e  number of 
Vietnamese a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  And, of  
cou r se ,  we've a l s o  t a l k e d  t o  q u i t e  a few of t h e  a d v i s o r s  
who w e r e  p r e s e n t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

(LUPER) 55 APP T-13 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


And we have done t h e  same t h i n g  f o r  t h e  Son Tinh ~ i s t r i c t  
headqua r t e r s  and we v i s i t e d  LZ D o t t i e  and we have over-
flown t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  of g e n e r a l l y  t h e  Son My V i l l a g e  
area and we've had  an oppor tun i ty  t o  v i s i t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  
as  it i s  shown on  t h e  U.S. maps, b u t  it i s  known by t h e  
Vietnamese a s  t h e  Thuan Yen Subhamlet,  i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  a 
f i r s t h a n d  a p p r e c i a t i o n  of  what r e a l l y  t r a n s p i r e d  t h e r e .  

So w e  do  know much, much, much more now t h a n  w e  
knew when we l a s t  t a l k e d  t o  you. I t h i n k  we a r e  i n  
a p o s i t i o n  t o  a s k  some i n t e l l i g e n t  q u e s t i o n s  based  upon 
t h e  i n fo rma t ion  and t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  we have developed.  
We want t o  f i l l  i n  some of  t h e  gaps i n  your  i n s t a n c e .  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  w e  want  t o  t r y  t o  expand upon some of  your  p rev ious  
tes t imony.  Before  w e  g e t  down t o  any q u e s t i o n i n g  of  any 
s o r t ,  I want Colonel  MILLER t o  adv i se  you of  your  l e g a l  
r i g h t s  and a l s o  in form you of  what w e  may s u s p e c t  you o f .  

COL MILLER: On the b a s i s  o f  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  has  come i n  t h e  
form of t es t imony and many documents r e c e i v e d  s i n c e  your l a s t  
appearance h e r e ,  you a r e  now suspec t ed  of hav ing  committed 
s e v e r a l  o f f e n s e s  under  t h e  Uniform Code of  M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e .  
You were n o t  s u s p e c t e d  of  any o f f e n s e s  when you l a s t  appeared.  
A l l  of  t h e s e  have t o  do wi th  e i t h e r  your  a c t i o n  o r  f a i l u r e  
t o  a c t  on in fo rma t ion  t h a t  came t o  your  a t t e n t i o n  concerning 
the a c t i v i t i e s  o f  Task Force .Ba rke r  and t h e  m i l i t a r y  opera- 
t i o n  i n  t h e  Son My area on o r  about  16 t o  1 8  March 1968, and 
t h e  r e p o r t s  w i t h  t h e  r e s p e c t  t o  a l l e g e d  r e p o r t s  of  k i l l i n g  
a s i g n i f i c a n t  number of  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s .  

More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  you a r e  suspec t ed  of t h e  
f a i l u r e  t o  obey a 1ar::ful g e n e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n  concerning 
t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of knowledge and in fo rma t ion  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  
a l l e g e d  o r  s u s p e c t e d  o r  appa ren t  w a r  crimes. 

And second ly ,  w i th  d e r e l i c t i o n  of  du ty  w i t h  r e s p e c t  
t o  your a c t i o n s  and your  f a i l u r e  t o  a c t  on r e p o r t s  and i n f o r -  
mation concerning t h e  a l l e g e d  unlawful  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  
by American t r o o p s  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  from 
about  16 t o  1 8  March of 1968; more s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i n fo rma t ion  
t h a t  had come t o  your  a t t e n t i o n  and on which you had a du ty  
t o  t a k e  o f f i c i a l  a c t i o n .  You are suspec t ed  of n o t  hav ing  
taken  neces sa ry  a c t i o n ,  e i t h e r  t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  o r  t o  p a s s  
t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  on. 

Under t h e  c i r cums tances ,  you have c e r t a i n  t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s  
and r i g h t  t o  counse l ,  which I s h a l l  cover  n e x t .  
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F i r s t  of a l l ,  you have a r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t  
and answer no q u e s t i o n s  whatsoever  t h a t  would be  pu t  t o  
you by t h i s  i n q u i r y  concerning t h e s e  matters. 

Any s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  you do make could  be  used a s  
ev idence  a g a i n s t  you i n  a c r i m i n a l  t r i a l .  

You have a r i g h t  t o  c o n s u l t  w i th  counse l  and have 
counse l  p r e s e n t  w i t h  you and t o  c o n s u l t  w i th  him h e r e  i n  
t h e  hea r ing .  By counse l  I mean a q u a l i f i e d  lawyer.  This  
can e i t h e r  be a c i v i l i a n  lawyer employed a t  your  own ex-
pense o r  it can be a  m i l i t a r y  lawyer who would be  made 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  you, o r  bo th .  A m i l i t a r y  lawyer w i l l  be made 
a v a i l a b l e ,  and i f  you have one of your  cho ice  who i s  
reasonably  a v a i l a b l e ,  we w i l l  s eek  t o  make him a v a i l a b l e .  
Otherwise ,  w e  w i l l  appo in t  ano the r  lawyer .  You have t h a t  
cho ice .  

You may dec ide  t h a t  you wish t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  
w i t h o u t  hav ing  counse l  o r  w i thou t  c o n s u l t i n g  any counse l .  
This  i s  your r i g h t .  I f  you e l e c t  t o  proceed w i t h o u t  counse l ,  
you may n e v e r t h e l e s s  r e f u s e  t o  answer any q u e s t i o n  o r  ser-
ies of  q u e s t i o n s  o r  q u e s t i o n s  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a .  You 
may r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n i n g  s t o p  a t  anyt ime,  and you 
may, i n  a d d i t i o n ,  ask f o r  t h e  appointment of  counse l  a t  
any t i m e .  

Do you unders tand  t h e  m a t t e r s  I ' v e  covered s o  
f a r ?  

A.  Y e s ,  I do. 
I 

Q - Do you wish t o  have m e  cover  any of them aga in?  

A. No. 

Q You d o n ' t  wish any f u r t h e r  e x p l a n a t i o n ?  

A. No. 

Q - Do you a t  t h i s  p o i n t  wish e i t h e r  t h e  appointment
of m i l i t a r y  counse l  o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  seek  c i v i l i a n  
counse l?  

A. W e l l ,  t h i s  comes as  somewhat of a shock t o  be hon-
est  about  it. I ' v e  done my b e s t  t o  coope ra t e  w i t h  t h e  board 
t o  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t o l d  them e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  I could  remember 
and answered t h e  q u e s t i o n s  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my a b i l i t y .  A t  
t h i s  p o i n t  I have a f e e l i n g  t h a t  I have no th ing  I can do 
now t h a t  would do anyth ing  b u t  be a d e t r i m e n t  t o  
m e .  I would l i k e  t o  a t  l e a s t  d i s c u s s  it w i t h  t h e  counse l  
b e f o r e  I angwer any q u e s t i o n s .  

Q : A l l  r i g h t .  Do you have any p a r t i c u l a r  counse l  of  
cho ice?  
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A.  No, I d o n ' t  know any. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  We w i l l  make counse l  a v a i l a b l e  t o  you 
and a l s o  prov ide  you w i t h  a copy of  your  t es t imony t h a t  you 
gave a t  your  p r i o r  appearance h e r e .  And any q u e s t i o n  a s  t o  
whether you wish t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  o r  t e s t i f y  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  
be d e f e r r e d  u n t i l  you have had a chance t o  t a l k  t o  your  counse l .  

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1832 h o u r s ,  11 February 
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1208 h o u r s ,  12 February 
1970.) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  
/ 

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, MR 
WEST, MR WALSH, COL MILLER, LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  h e a r i n g  recalls Colonel  LUPER. 

(COL LUPER was r e c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  reminded t h a t  he  w a s  
s t i l l  under o a t h ,  and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows  :) 

Colonel  LUPER., a r e  you r e p r e s e n t e d  by counse l?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Counsel ,  w i l l  you p l e a s e  s t a t e  your  name, rank ,  
S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

I C : Bryan Anthony MARMESH. My rank i s  c a p t a i n .  My 
S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number i s  Uni ted S t a t e s  Army, 
Department of  t h e  Army, O f f i c e  of The Judge Advocate General .  

COL MILLER: For -  t h e  r e c o r d ,  how do you s p e l l  your  f i r s t  name? 

IC: B-R-Y-A-N. 

10: You r e c a l l  when w e  r e c e s s e d  y e s t e r d a y ,  Colonel  LUPER, 
you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you wanted counse l .  Before  we proceed,  
I ' l l  ask Colonel  MILLER t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  m a t t e r  of counse l  
o r  any a d d i t i o n a l  guidance t h a t  may be necessary .  
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COL MILLER: Capta in  MARVESH, a r e  you a lawyer and a r e  
you admi t ted  t o  p r a c t i c e  law b e f o r e  a h i g h e s t  s t ~ t ec o u r t ?  

I C :  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- A r e  you a  member s f  t h e  Judge Advocate General  
Corps ? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q e  
 Yeste rday ,  a f t e r  we c l o s e d ,  and p u r s u a n t  t o  your  
r e q u e s t ,  Captain  MARMESH was made a v a i l a b l e  t o  you a s  counse l ,  
Colonel  LUPER. Have you had s u f f i c i e n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a l k  
t o  him a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A. I have.  

Q- Are you s a t i s f i e d  t o  have him r e p r e s e n t  you and be 
your  counse l  b e f o r e  t h i s  hea r ing?  

A. I am.  

Q- Yeste rday ,  I adv i sed  you concern ing  t h e  o f f e n s e s  of  
which you a r e  suspec t ed  and of  your  r i g h t s  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  
your  t e s t i f y i n g  o r  n o t  t e s t i f y i n g  and t o  counse l .  Would you 
l i k e  t o  have me e x p l a i n  t h o s e  t o  you aga in?  

A. I unders tand  them. 

Q- My n e x t  q u e s t i o n  i s  whether  you a r e  now w i l l i n g  
t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  and t o  g i v e  tes t imony b e f o r e  t h i s  hea r ing?  

A. I am. 

Q m  
 Before  we proceed ,  c a p t a i n ,  do you have any ques- 
t i o n s ?  

I C : Y e s ,  s ir .  J u s t  one. I d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  w i th  you 
e a r l i e r .  With r e g a r d  t o  Army Regula t ion  15-6, which pro- 
v i d e s  and p r e s c r i b e s  v a r i o u s  procedures  i n  guidance a s  f a r  
as i n v e s t i g a t i n g  committees. Under paragraph  1 4  it s a y s ,  
i n  e f f e c t ,  t h a t  i f  p r e j u d i c i a l  a l l e g a t i o n s  a r e  made a g a i n s t  
a w i t n e s s ,  t hen  he i s  cons ide red  a  p a r t y  and has  c e r t a i n  
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r i g h t s ,  one of which i s  t o  p r e s e n t  w i t n e s s e s  on h i s  own 
b e h a l f  and have access t o  o t h e r  p r i o r  ev idence  and w r i t t e n  
charges  and a l l e g a t i o n s .  We have t h e  w r i t t e n  charges  and 
a l l e g a t i o n s .  But j u s t  p u r e l y  f o r  t h e  purposes  of p rocedure ,  
it says  h e r e  t h a t  f a i l u r e  t o  a f f o r d  any of  t h e  above r i g h t s  
w i l l  be  f u l l y  e x p l a i n e d  i n  t h e  r eco rd  of p receed ings .  I 
was j u s t  wondering. You exp la ined  it t o  me. I unders tand  
why w i t n e s s e s  a r e  n o t  made a v a i l a b l e  and why t h e r e  is  no 
cross-examinat ion and why we are no t  al lowed t o  review p r i o r  
t es t imony,  ev idence ,  b u t  j u s t  f o r  purposes  of  t h e  r e c o r d ,  
cou ld  w e  have an e x p l a n a t i o n ?  

COL MILLER: AR 15-6  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h e  charge t o  Gen- 
e r a l  PEERS a s  a  document t h a t  he  can use  a s  a g e n e r a l  gu ide .  
I n s o f a r  a s  it i s  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  it is be ing  used,  H i s  pur-
pose i s  t o  de te rmine  c e r t a i n  f a c t s .  I exp la ined  t h i s  t o  
Colonel  LUPER i n  t h e  p a s t .  The purpose of t h e  i n v e s t i g a -  
t i o n  i s  t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  adequacy o f ,  o r  l a c k  of  ade-
quacy o f ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and r e p o r t s  made w i t h i n  t h e  c h a i n  
of command of t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  and t o  de te rmine  whether 
t h e r e  w a s  any s u p p r e s s i o n  o r  w i thho ld ing  of  i n fo rma t ion  by 
people  who w e r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  o r  should  have g iven  in fo rma t ion  
concerning t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of  March 1 9 6 8 .  The r u l e s  
t h a t  have been adopted f o r  t h i s  h e a r i n g  a r e  t h a t  any person  
who appea r s ,  appea r s  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  no t  a s  a r e sponden t ,  t h a t  
i f  t h e r e  a r e  any s u s p i c i o n s  t h a t  h e  may have committed an 
o f f e n s e ,  h e  i s  adv i sed  of t h a t ,  b u t  h e  i s  n o t  made a respondent .  
Under t h o s e  c i r cums tances ,  he may, of  c o u r s e ,  e x e r c i s e  h i s  
p r i v i l e g e  a g a i n s t  s e l f - i n c r i m i n a t i o n ,  may appear  w i th  counse l ,  
and may e l e c t  n o t  t o  p r e s e n t  evidence.  This  i s  t h e  procedure  
t h a t  has  been adopted f o r  t h i s  hea r ing .  

I C :  Thank you. 

COL MILLER: You w i l l  b e  pe rmi t t ed  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  Colonel  
LUPER, and h e  w i t h  you, a t  any t i m e .  I f  f o r  any r ea son  you 
wish t o  t a k e  a recess t o  c o n s u l t ,  f e e l  f r e e  t o  ask  f o r  t h a t .  
I t h i n k  I have covered a l l  t h e  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  u n l e s s  you 
have any f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s .  

I C :  No f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  sir. 

I 0 : Colonel  LUPER, I ' l l  a sk  M r .  WALSH on my l e f t  t o  di-
r e c t  t h e  q u e s t i o n s .  Anybody s i t t i n g  a t  t h e  t a b l e  h e r e  may a l s o  
add res s  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you. I t h i n k  you are f a m i l i a r  w i t h  
t h e  r u l e s  under which w e  o p e r a t e .  

A .  Y e s .  
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MR WALSH.: Colonel LUPER, going t o  t h e  e a r l y  morning f l i g h t  
over  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  t h a t  you took wi th  Colonel HEN-
DERSON i n  t h e  C&C s h i p ,  we have p r e t t y  good evidence as  
t o  t h e  s e a t i n g  arrangements i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  I would l i k e  
t o  confirm your r e c o l l e c t i o n .  Colonel HENDERSON s a t  on t h e  
l e f t  s i d e  next  t o  t h e  door. Next t o  him on h i s  r i g h t  was 
yourse l f .  Next t o  you, i n  t h e  c e n t e r  was Sergeant  ADCOCK. 
Next t o  him was Lieutenant  Colonel MACLACHLAN. Opposite 
Colonel HENDERSON, i n  t h e  jump s e a t  on t h e  l e f t  s i d e  of 
the  a i r c r a f t ,  was Major MCKNIGHT--

10: ( In te rpos ing)  He was s i t t i n g  r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  of 
you. 

I am f a m i l i a r  with it, c o r r e c t .  

MR WALSH: Then i n  t h e  oppos i te  jump s e a t  w a s  Sergeant  Major 
WALSH. Is t h a t  c o n s i s t e n t  with your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. S i r ,  you named a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  people t h a t  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  being i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  I only r e c a l l  Colonel HEN-
DERSON, Major MCKNIGHT, and myself. 

MR WALSH: Were they s i t t i n g  i n  p laces  o t h e r  than-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  This was normal 
f o r  Major MCKNIGHT t o  s i t  i n  t h e  jump s e a t .  I t  was a l s o  
normal f o r  me t o  s i t  on t h e  right-hand s i d e  of t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  
next  t o  the  o t h e r  door. Now, t h e  arrangements you have 
named o f f  is  somewhat unusual of our  normal s e a t i n g .  

Q. With r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  f l i g h t ,  w e  have 
had cons iderable  testimony t h a t  you were s e t t i n g  imme- 
d i a t e l y  t o  t h e  r i g h t  Colonel HENDERSON. Is t h a t  something 
t h a t  you have a d i f f e r e n t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f ?  

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  it t h a t  way. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  Sergeant  ADCOCK? 

A. I do no t .  
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Q Do you recal l  anyone o t h e r  t han  Major MCKNIGHT, 
Colonel  HENDERSON, and y o u r s e l f  be ing  i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  I do know 
t h a t  it was common f o r  Se rgean t  ADCOCK t o  s i t  i n  f r o n t  o f  
t h e  conso le  and o p e r a t e  it f o r  Colonel  HENDERSON, which 
would have p u t  him i n  t h e  c e n t e r .  Very l i k e l y ,  he  w a s .  
AS I s a y ,  I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember it t h i s  way. This  
was n o t  always t h i s  way, and I f lew w i t h  t h e  c o l o n e l  d a i l y ,  
and t o  t e l l  you h o w  w e  s a t  on a p a r t i c u l a r  day a lmost  y e a r s  
ago, t o  me, i s  r i d i c u l o u s .  

I0 : You j u s t  might remember, because t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  
t i m e  you f lew w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON as t h e  b r i g a d e  commander. 

A .  Y e s ,  as t h e  b r i g a d e  commander, y e s ,  s i r .  I have 
flown wi th  him p r e v i o u s l y  as t h e  deputy b r i g a d e  commander. 
And q u i t e  o f t e n ,  t h e  prev ious  b r i g a d e  commander, General  
LIPSCOMB would always s i t  on t h e  l e f t  s i d e ,  and i n  f a c t ,  
they  have a s p e c i a l  s e a t  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  f o r  t h e  com-
mander. 

MR WALSH: When you a r r i v e d  t h a t  morning ove r  t h e  opera-
t i o n a l  a r e a ,  and do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p rep?  

A. I b e l i e v e  I d i d  from a d i s t a n c e .  W e  k e p t  w e l l  
o u t  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  a t  t h i s  t ime ,  because i t ' s  
j u s t  an a d d i t i o n a l  h e l i c o p t e r ,  and it can g e t  i n  t h e  way o f  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  o r  t h e  f l i g h t  o f  t h e  a i r c r a f t  coming i n ,  
and t h e  man c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  a t  t h a t  t i m e  i s  t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e  commander. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l ,  from a d i s t a n c e ,  s e e i n g  where t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  w a s  impact ing? 

A .  I cou ld  n o t  t e l l  you w i t h i n  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  g r i d  
squa re s .  I d e f i n i t e l y  could  n o t  t e l l  you where it impacted.  

Q. I n  your  p rev ious  tes t imony,  I unders tand  t h a t  you
b e l i e v e  t h e  a i r c r a f t  remained a t  an a l t i t u d e  o f  approximately  
1,500 f e e t  d u r i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  t ime you were ove r  t h e  opera-
t i o n a l  a r e a ,  e x c e p t  f o r  one occas ion ,  when you dropped down 
t o  p i c k  up two VC s u s p e c t s  southwest  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  
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Now, w e  have cons iderable  testimony t h a t  t h e  command and 
c o n t r o l  s h i p  was down t c  t r e e  t o p  l e v e l  dur ing  a cons iderable  
por t ion  of t h e  i n i t i a l  f l i g h t  over  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a rea .  
Major MCKNIGHT r e c a l l s  being a t  t r e e  t o p  l e v e l  a t  approxi-
mately h a l f  of t h e  time before  going t o  Dot t ie  a t  approxi- 
mately 0840. I wonder i f  t h i s  might r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  
a t  a l l ?  

A. No, s i r ,  it d o e s n ' t .  My o r i g i n a l  testimony i s  t h e  
way I remember it, and it i s  t h e  way I s t i l l  remember it. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  o r b i t i n g  a t  low a l t i t u d e  nor th  of 
v i l l age - -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I do no t .  

Q - Over two VC with weapons? 

A. I do no t .  

Q - I n  your previous tes t imony,  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you 
had seen one group of bodies  south of t h e  v i l l a g e  on a t r a i l ,  
15 t o  20, which included some women and c h i l d r e n ,  and t h a t  you 
saw no o t h e r  bodies  during your f l i g h t  over  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  
a rea .  

A. As I r e c a l l  my test imony,  I s a i d ,  "I saw 15 t o  20 
bodies ,  and some could have been women and c h i l d r e n .  " 

Q - I ' l l  accept  t h a t .  

Now, Sergeant  ADCOCK, who was i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  
a i r c r a f t ,  remembers see ing  1 2  o r  15 bodies  l y i n g  along s i d e  
an L-shaped d i t c h .  Did you s e e  those  bodies? 

A. I t  very we l l  could have been those  same bodies .  

Q e  There w a s  no mention of any d i t c h  i n  your e a r l i e r  
testimony. 

A. I gave my testimony as  t o  where I b e s t  remembered 
see ing  t h e s e  people.  I n  f a c t ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  I marked it on 
a  map, b u t  I d i d  t h i s  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my memory, and t h i s  
could have been a d i t c h .  
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a- I show ,you Exh ib i t  P-47 which is  t h e  a e r i a l  photo 
t o  which you j u s t  made re fe rence .  I be l i eve  i n  your pre-
vious testimony you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  bodies  you had seen  
were l y i n g  j u s t  sou th  of t h e  v i l l a g e  on a t r a i l  l ead ing  o u t  
of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A,  That i s  where I th ink  I saw them. 

Q But you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  an L-shaped d i t c h ?  

A.  I do n o t ,  s ir .  

Q - Now, Major MCKNIGHT observed some bodies  along
~ i ~ h w a ~521 and some f u r t h e r  bodies  nor th  of Highway 521 
i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies  southwest of t h e  v i l l a g e .  Did you 
observe those  bodies?  

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  observing those  bod ies ,  no,  s ir .  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any reason why
t h e s e  bodies  t h a t  were observed by Sergeant  ADCOCK and Major 
MCKNIGHT you d i d  n o t  s e e  them? 

A. . They very we l l  could have been. I was ca r ry ing  a 
s e p a r a t e  r a d i o  i n  t h i s  p lane  and very o f t e n - - i t ' s  wi th  a hand -
receiver--and very o f t e n  l ean ing  down t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  what is 
going on t h e  a r t i l l e r y  n e t .  I a m  not  i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t  as  an ob-
s e r v e r . .  That i s ,  t o  be c o n t i n u a l l y  t r y i n g  t o  observe th ings  on 
t h e  ground. I am p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e r e  t o  keep up with t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  and t o  keep Colonel HENDERSON informed i f  t h e r e  
i s  a r t i l l e r y  f i r i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a  we're  i n .  I am no t  continu-
a l l y  looking o u t ,  as maybe he o r  Major MCKNIGHT might be.  

Q *. You're very c l e a r ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  o t h e r  than  t h e  group
of 15 t o  20  bodies  t h a t  you saw on t h e  t r a i l  l ead ing  so\ith 
of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  you saw no o t h e r  bodies  on t h e  ground dur ing  
your f l i g h t  over  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A - I do n o t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  any o t h e r  bodies .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  observing t h e  t roops  landing  i n  t h e  
Bravo Company Area? 

A.  No, s i r ,  I do no t .  
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Q- Going t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  where t h e  two VC were picked 
up on Highway 521, w i l l  you r e c a l l  t h a t  i n c i d e n t  f o r  us aga in ,  
as b e s t  you can. 

A. A s  I s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  t h e r e  were a  number of people 
going south on t h e  road. This  road r e a l l y  l eads  southwest,  
Highway 521. Two people were running and by-passing every-
one e l s e ,  and I d o n ' t  know i f  I saw t h e s e  i n i t i a l l y ,  b u t  
e v i d e n t l y  Colonel HENDERSON had, o r  MCKNIGHT, and t h e  p lane  
had somewhat been fol lowing it. Then apparent ly  Colonel 
HENDERSON ordered h i s  p i l o t  t o  go down and c u t  t h e s e  people 
o f f .  This was some d i s t a n c e  south of t h e  v i l l a g e .  A s  I 
r e c a l l ,  I i d e n t i f i e d  t o  you t h e  b e s t  I can remember, it 
was somewhat near  a  bend i n  t h e  highway. A s  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
went down i n t o  a  hover,  t h e s e  two people threw up t h e i r  
hands, and Colonel HENDERSON o r  someone i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t  
motioned them t o  come over ,  and they  came and g o t  i n t o  t h e  
a i r c r a f t .  

9. Where d i d  they  s i t ?  Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Now, i n  t h a t  a r e a  which you marked wi th  an X 
on t h e  a e r i a l  photo-- 

A. 	 ( In te rpos ing)  I t ' s  someplace i n  t h a t  a r e a  
(marking E x h i b i t  P-4 7 )  . 
Q. Now, w e  have cons ide rab le  tes t imony from 
any number of people t h a t  a t  t h a t  t ime and i n  t h i s  
l o c a t i o n ,  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  f u r t h e r  up 521, t h e r e  were 
a number of bodies  r i g h t  a long Highway 521. I n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h a t ,  t h e r e  w e r e  f u r t h e r  bodies  nor th  of t h e r e  i n  t h e  
rice paddies .  

I 0 : And two o r  t h r e e  t o  t h e  south of t h e r e ,  j u s t  o f f  
of t h e  road. 

MR WALSH: You do understand t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  we have i n  
t r y i n g  t o  understand how, when you a c t u a l l y  landed t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  s o  c l o s e  by those ,  where o t h e r  people i n  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  observed t h o s e ,  and you d i d n ' t .  

A. So h e l p  me God, I d i d n ' t  s e e  any bodies  t h e r e .  
W e  d i d  no t  land.  We hovered on t h i s  s i d e  of  t h e  road,  and 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  d i d  no t  a c t u a l l y  s e t  i t s  s k i d s  down and-- 
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I 0  : ( In t e rpos ing)  You have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Colonel 
HENDERSON'S C&C c u t  t h e s e  people o u t .  Do you remember 
see ing  an H - 2 3  t h a t  a c t u a l l y  d i d  t h e  c u t t i n g  o u t  job and 
had them immobilized i n  t h e  f i e l d  and had them s t r i p p e d  
down t o  t h e  w a i s t  b e f o r e  your C&C landed t o  p i ck  them up? 

A. I t ' s  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  they w e r e  s t i l l  on t h e  road 
when he hovered. 

Q W e l l ,  you may have landed on the road ,  I a m  
no t  sure--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I b e l i e v e  they  w e r e  s t i l l  on t h e  
road.  W e  hovered t o  t h e  s i d e  of  the road ,  and they w e r e  
s t i l l  on it, a s  I recall .  

Q- With a l l  i n d i c a t i o n s ,  and w e  have t h i s  from q u i t e  
a few wi tnesses  t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  H-23 of t h e  123d 
Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n ,  aero-scouts ,  a c t u a l l y  c u t  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
ou t  and immobilized them s o  t h a t  t h e  C&C s h i p  could come down 
and pick them up. 

A. I can only  t e l l  it t o  you t h e  way t h a t  I remember it. 

Q - Where d i d  they  s i t  i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. A s  I s a i d  a few minutes ago, I could  n o t  r e c a l l  
e x a c t l y  where they  s a t .  

Q - We have i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  
ADCOCK was Colonel MACLACHLAN, then  Major MACLACHLAN, your 
A i r  Force ALO, and he remembers it very v i v i d l y ,  t h a t  t hey  
s a t  r i g h t  a long  s i d e  him, because a n o t  t o o  thorough of a 
sea rch  had been made of them, and he was concerned about  
them having exp los ives  on them. 

I would l i k e  t o  come back t o  t h i s  a r t i l l e r y  
prep.  This  i s  very unusual:  one,  t h e  LZ was very unusual ,  
and; two, t h e  prep  was very unusual.  I cannot unders tand 
why you, a s  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l i o n  commander, would n o t  
know t h i s .  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  what you ' r e  g e t t i n g  a t ,  s i r .  

Q W e l l ,  I ' m  g e t t i n g  a t  t h i s .  You have i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  LZ was over  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on E x h i b i t  P -47 ) .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q And you have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep was 
here .  

(LUPER) 66 APP T-13 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Tha t  's r i g h t .  

Q - W e l l ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  t h e  LZ w a s n ' t  he re .  

A. T h a t ' s  what I unders tand  now, sir. 

Q The LZ was h e r e ,  j u s t  t o  t h e  w e s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
and t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep  was planned on t h e  v i l l a g e .  Not much 
of  it a c t u a l l y  went on t h e  v i l l a g e .  I n  f ac t ,  it was t h e  
p o o r e s t  a r t i l l e r y  procedure  t h a t  I have h e a r d  o f :  f i r e d  one 
round,  which h i t  1 , 0 0 0  meters  t o  t h e  n o r t h ;  t h e  adjustment  
made a t  t h e  b a t t e r y ,  and t h e  s i g n a l  g iven  t o  f i r e  f o r  e f f e c t ;  
and i n s t e a d  of h i t t i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  where it was p lanned ,  
it h i t  p a r t  of  it i n  t h e  LZ a n d - p a r t  of  it on t h e  wes t e rn  
p o r t i o n  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  l i k e  s o  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . So i f  it had 
been planned on t h e  v i l l a g e  and wi th  t h i s  LZ s o  c l o s e  t o  
t h i s ,  t h i s  i s  a most unusual  k i n d  of an o p e r a t i o n ,  and I 
would wonder why you a s  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l i o n  commander 
i n  a s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h i s  would n o t  know of  t h i s .  

A.  S i r ,  I s t a t e d  i n  e a r l i e r  t e s t imony  t h a t  it was 
an unusual  a r t i l l e r y  p rep ,  b u t  I had t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  
BARKER t h e  day b e f o r e  and he  had planned t o  p u t  t h i s ,  a s  I 
recal l ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  on t h e  v i l l a g e ,  r i g h t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  o r  t h i s  one. I thought  it w a s  more t o  t h e  
sou th .  But ,  s i r ,  t h e  l o c a t i o n  where t h a t  p r e p  w a s  a d j u s t e d  
t o  w a s  on t h e  b a s i s  of  where Colonel  BARKER wanted it a t  
t h a t  t ime ,  by an ad jus tment ,  by a l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  w i t h  him, 
sir.  And this was t h e  procedure  t h roughou t  t h e  b r igade ,  
t h a t  t h e  ad jus tment  of  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p rep  would be  made 
w i t h  t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  who was w i t h  t h e  ground commander 
who w a s  i n  charge of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q - W e l l ,  y e s  and no. I ' l l  be  v e r y  h o n e s t  w i th  you. 
I can a c c e p t  t h a t ,  and I c a n ' t  a c c e p t  t h a t .  For t h i s  reason:  
one,  when y o u ' r e  l i s t e n i n g  on t h a t  r a d i o ,  s o  y o u ' r e  tuned  
i n  w i t h  t h e  b a t t e r y ,  and y o u ' r e  tuned i n  w i t h  Captain  VAZ-
Q U E Z ,  who's r i d i n g  w i t h  Colonel  BARKER, and you c a n ' t  h e l p  
b u t  see t h e  smoke rounds go i n  about  1 ,000 y a r d s  t o  t h e  
n o r t h .  

A- A l l  I would h e a r  on t h i s  r a d i o  would be  t h e  
c o r r e c t i o n  t h a t  came back: l e f t ,  r i g h t ,  add, drop;  and 
i f  he  gave f i r e  f o r  e f f e c t ,  I d o n ' t  know h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n  
w i t h  Colonel  BARKER. I can on ly  assume #is i s  what Colonel  
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A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. When you know e x a c t l y  what i s  going on down t h e r e  
as f a r  as d i s t r i c t  i s  concerned,  you had a l i a i s o n  s e r g e a n t  
down t h e r e  a t  Son Tinh,  and he knew what w a s  going on,  and 
t h e y  unders tood what was going on up t h e r e .  Anytime they  
would ask any RF/PF, it w a s  go. 

A.  Yes, s i r ,  I know a t  no t ime t h a t  w e  f i r e d  i n t o  
a v i l l a g e  o t h e r  t h a n  t h i s ,  i f  we f i r e d  i n  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  and 
I have t o  assume t h a t  we d i d .  

Th i s  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  ground oper-
a t i o n s ,  and i f  I may r e f e r  t o  t h e  MACV d i r e c t i v e  ( E x h i b i t  D-31, 
it i s  very  e x p l i c i t .  The b r i g a d e  SOP fo l lows  it word f o r  word 
p r a c t i c a l l y .  I t  s a y s ,  " V i l l a g e s  and hamle ts  may be a t t a c k e d  
wi thou t  p r i o r  warning i f  t h e  a t t a c k  i s  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  
a ground o p e r a t i o n  invo lv ing  maneuver of ground f o r c e s  through 
t h e  a r e a  and i f  i n  t h e  judgment of  t h e  ground commander, 
h i s  miss ion  w i l l  be j eopard ized  by warning." I n  my op in ion ,  
t h i s  ca se  f a l l s  complete ly  w i t h i n  t h e  pa rame te r s  of t h a t  
guidance.  

Q W e l l ,  it w a s  something t h a t  you knew, and you con-
s i d e r e d  ve ry  c a r e f u l l y ,  and what Ic a n ' t  unde r s t and  i s ,  hav ing  
gone over  t h i s  and s o  f o r t h ,  you n o t  knowing where t h e  LZ 
w a s  o r  where t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p rep  was p l a n n i n g  t o  go. 

A .  I b e l i e v e ,  s i r ,  I s t a t e d  i n  my ear l ie r  tes t imony 
t h a t  I d i d  t a l k  t o  BARKER on t h i s  and t h a t  t h i s  was unusual ,  
and t h e  p r e p  was t o  be  n o t  i n  h i s  LZ.  A s  t o  m e  r e c a l l i n g  t h e  
e x a c t  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  LZ,  no,  s i r ,  I looked  a t  t h e  p l ans  
d a i l y  on combat a s s a u l t s ,  and t o  go back and g i v e  you t h e  
e x a c t  l o c a t i o n  of t h o s e  L Z 1 s  i s  j u s t  beyond my memory, s i r .  

COL FRANKLIN: W e  had tes t imony t h a t  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  combat 
a s s a u l t  you s topped  a t  LZ Up t igh t ;  t h e  C & C  s h i p s  s topped 
t h e r e  because you wanted t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  b a t t e r y  commander. 
Do you have any r e c q l l e c t i o n  of  t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t .  I t  would n o t  be unus-aal .  I always l i k e d  
t o  t a l k  t o  them t o  make s u r e  t hey  knew what  was coming; t h a t  
t hey  would be  ready t o  f i r e  when it w a s  r e q u e s t e d .  A s  I 
s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  t h i s  was a p r o v i s i o n a l  b a t t e r y ,  newly o rgan ized ,  
and t h e r e  had been an ca se  prev ious  t o  t h i s ,  once ,  when they  
w e r e  n o t  ready t o  f i r e  when a p r e p a r a t i o n  was asked f o r .  
And, n e e d l e s s  t o  s a y ,  my b r i g a d e  commander, General  LIPSCOMB 
a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  w a s  q u i t e  unhappy about  it. The main reason  
I would want t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  b a t t e r y  i s  t o  make s u r e  they  were 
prepared ;  t h e  ammunition was o u t  and a v a i l a b l e  ; t h a t  t hey  
had a l r e a d y  coo rd ina t ed  w i t h  Captain  VAZQUEZ on i n i t i a l  
c o o r d i n a t e s  where he  wanted t h e  i n i t i a l  round;  t h a t  t hey  
wers  j u s t  ready on t ime t o  f i r e .  
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Q- But you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h i s  t i m e ,  
though? 

A. I d o n ' t  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  A s  I s a y ,  I have a number 
of t imes  t a l k e d  t o  Capta in  GAMBLE a long  t h i s  l i n e .  

MR WALSH: A f t e r  t h i s  i n i t i a l  f l i g h t  ove r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  
a r e a ,  Colonel  LUPER, w e  know t h a t  t h e  C&C s h i p  went t o  LZ 
D o t t i e ,  and a r r i v e d  t h e r e  sometime a t  8:35 o r  8:40. You 
s t a y e d  t h e r e  a t  LZ D o t t i e  u n t i l  about  9:55 o r  10 o ' c l o c k .  
I would l i k e  you t o  g ive  us  an account  of  e v e r y t h i n g  you 
can remember t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  t h a t  hour and 20 minutes you 
were a t  LZ ~ o t t i e .  

A. I do n o t  recal l  t h e  t ime t h a t  you have g iven  me 
o r  t h e  l e n g t h  of  t i m e  w e  were t h e r e .  I r e c a l l  t h e  M P ' s  
meeting us up on t h e  h e l i p a d  and t a k i n g  t h e  two s u s p e c t e d  
VC. W e  went on down t o  t h e  headqua r t e r s  o r  t h e  bunker 
where B a r k e r ' s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  was i n .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  General  
KOSTER was i n  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  and I r e c a l l  Colonel  
HENDERSON t a l k i n g  t o  him a b o u t , "  We j u s t  p icked  up two VC 
i f  I eve r  s a w  two VC," o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  And t h e n  
General  KOSTER l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  map, and he  and Colonel  
HENDERSON t a l k e d .  I don ' t know what abou t ,  g e n e r a l l y  
about  t h e  map.. I d i d n ' t  s t a y  r i g h t  w i t h  them. I probably 
wandered around t h e  bunker and had a cup of  c o f f e e .  I 
j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing  s t a r t l i n g  o r  any th ing  t h a t  would 
make m e  remember it happening a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  c o l o n e l  r e p o r t e d  t h e  two VC. I t h i n k  I pro-
bab ly  remember t h a t  a s  w e l l ,  because a t  a l a t e r  t i m e ,  General  
KOSTER was jok ing  t o  him about  t h i n k i n g  t h e s e  w e r e  VC when 
they  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be  f r i e n d l y .  

Q Do you rernember t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel  BARKER? 

A.  I d o n ' t .  I n  f a c t ,  I w a s n ' t  even s u r e  i n  my mind, 
now, t h a t  BARKER w a s  even t h e r e .  I know t h a t  he  w a s  t h e r e  
f o r  p a r t  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  know i f  he  w a s  even 
t h e r e  o r  no t .  

Q e He was t h e r e  p a r t  of  t h e  t i m e ;  Not t h e  e n t i r e  
t i m e  you were t h e r e .  How about  Major CALHOUN? Did you 
t a l k  t o  him? 

A.  Not t h a t  I recall .  I know t h a t  CALHOUN was t h e r e .  
H e  was t h e  S3, exec ,  worked w i t h  t h e  Task Force  Barker ,  
and was normally found i n  t h e  TOC. 
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Q *  The Task Force Barker l o g  would i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  General  KOSTER a r r i v e d  about  0935, about  an hour 
a f t e r  you and Colonel HENDERSON a r r i v e d  t h e r e .  I t  seems 
u n l i k e l y  he was t h e r e  when you i n i t i a l l y  came t h e r e .  

A. I f  I s a i d  he was t h e r e  when w e  landed,  I d i d n ' t  
mean it t h a t  way. I mean a t  sometime d u r i n g  t h e  pe r iod  
we were t h e r e ,  he was t h e r e .  I r e c a l l  Colonel HENDERSON 
r e p o r t i n g  t o  him about t h e  two VC. 

Q A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e r e  had been a g r e a t  number , 

of t r ansmiss ions  from t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a ,  which w e  
have knowledge o f ,  and some of t h e s e  t r ansmiss ions  in -
d i c a t e ,  f i r s t ,  t h e r e  was v i r t u a l l y  no c o n t a c t .  There 
were no r e q u e s t s  f o r  f i r e  suppor t .  By t h i s  t i m e ,  by 
0840, C Company had r e p o r t e d  k i l l i n g  84 VC i n  t h e  ham-
l e t .  Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  of 
t h e  ope ra t ions  t h a t  went on i n  t h e  TOC when you g o t  t h e r e ?  

A. Nothing a t  a l l  s p e c i f i c .  I ' m  s u r e  I was 
aware of some of t h e  r e p o r t s  coming i n .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
anyth ing  s p e c i f i c  about any of  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  a t  t h a t  
t i m e .  

Do you r e c a l l  anyth ing ,  g e n e r a l l y ?  

A. NO,  s i r .  

Q Where d i d  you l e a r n  t h a t  C Company had r e p o r t e d  
69 VC k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  where I f i r s t  l e a r n e d  it. I t  
could have been whi l e  I was a t  Task Force Barker  o r  when 
I g o t  back t o  b r igade .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  from whom you l e a r n e d  i t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q- L e t  me show you a couple of l o g  e n t r i e s  on 
t h e  Task Force Barker l o g ,  which has  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  
t h e  record  a s  E x h i b i t  M-16, f o r  1 6  March, i t e m  2 2 ,  a t  0840 
hours  r e a d s ,  "Company C counted 6 9  VC K I A  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  

0 
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716788, l l t h  Brigade n o t i f i e d . "  Would you t a k e  a look 
a t  t h a t ?  

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  i n s t r u c t e d .  ) 

When you got  t o  t h e  Task Force Barker TOC a t  
o r  about t h e  t i m e  t h a t  e n t r y  was made, do you r e c a l l  hear-
i n g  t h a t  o r  any d i scuss ion  about i t ?  

A. A s  I s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  I d o n ' t  know whether I got  
t h e  information t h e r e  o r  back a t  our  own headquarters  
a t  t h e  br igade .  I f  it came i n  t h a t  e a r l y ,  i n  a l l  l i k e l i -
hood, I would have heard it a t  Task Force Barker. But t o  
t e l l  you e x a c t l y  when I heard it o r  from whom, I do n o t  
know. 

Q. That i s  a l o t  of VC i n  any opera t ion ,  i s n ' t  
i t ,  colonel?  

A. I t  i s ,  b u t  i f  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  was c o r r e c t ,  
t h a t  we cornered a l o c a l  f o r c e  b a t t a l i o n ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
it s unreasonable. 

Q. Let  m e  show you another  e n t r y .  I t  was en te red  
on t h e  l l t h  Brigade l o g ' a t  0915, i tem 50, l l t h  Brigade 
log ,  and en te red  i n t o  t h e  evidence as  Exhib i t  M-46. A t  
0915, t h e  e n t r y  r e a d s ,  "Task Force Barker TOC C/1/20 
0900 hours,  coordina tes  716788, a VC informed t h e  
i n t e r p r e t e r  t h a t  approximately 30 o r  40 VC depar ted  t h e  
a rea  a t  0700 hours ,  going e a s t .  C/1/20 w i l l  move e a s t -
ward." N o w ,  do you r e c a l l  hear ing  t h a t  p iece  of i n t e l l i -
gence while  you w e r e  a t  LZ Dot t ie?  

I do n o t ,  sir. 

Q Would you t ake  a look a t  t h e  map (Exh ib i t  MAP-1) 
behind you, co lone l ,  a t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  coordina tes  
716788? 

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d . )  

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  sir. 

APP T-13 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q e  Those a r e  t h e  coordina tes  given f o r  t h e  69 
VC r epor ted  k i l l e d  by Cilarlie Company, i n  t h e  Task Force 
Barker l o g  a t  0840. A t  0930, i tem 52 of t h e  l l t h  Brigade 
l o g  (Exhibi t  M-461, e n t r y  number 53 a t  0935, Task Force 
Barker TOC on 0930 hours ,  C / 1 / 2 0 ;  coordina tes  714794,counted 
69 VC K I A  a s  a r e s u l t  of a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  Now, i f  you 
would take  a look a t  those  coord ina tes ,  714794. 

(Witness d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d  on Exh ib i t  MAP-1.) 

Do you have any explanat ion  how t h a t  e n t r y  
came t o  be made i n  t h e  l l t h  Brigade l o g  a t  0935? 

A. None whatsoever,  sir.  

Q- You w i l l  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  problem t h a t  General 
PEERS faces .  

A.  I c e r t a i n l y  do, sir.  

Q. You recall no d i scuss ion  whatsoever a t  LZ 
Dot t i e  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  6 9  VC r epor ted  by Char l i e  
Company? 

A. I do n o t ,  s i r ,  r e c a l l  it. I again say t h a t  
I was made- aware of it. I was t h a t  day, and 
i f  it came i n  t h a t  e a r l y ,  I was probably made aware of it 
a t  Task Force Barker. 

Q. Were you p r e s e n t  when General KOSTER was 
i n  t h e  TOC? 

A. A s  I s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  I r e c a l l  Colonel HENDERSON 
t e l l i n g  him about p icking  up t h e  two VC. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether t h a t  conversa t ion  took 
p l a c e  i n  t h e  TOC, o r  d id  it take  p lace  somewhere e l s e  
a t  Dot t i e?  

A. I th ink  it was a t  t h e  TOC, s i r .  

Q- Was anybody e l s a  t h e r e  a t  t h e  t ime? 
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A. No, sir. I f  they  were i n  t o  TOC, I am s u r e  
Major CALHOUN was t h e r e  s i n c e  he ,  a s  a r u l e ,  was t h e r e .  
~ u tt o  say he w a s  t h e r e ,  I couldn' t swear he w a s .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  Colonel HENDERSON t e l l i n g  General 
KOSTER about t h e  two VC? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. And a t  t h a t  t ime,  he r epor ted  t o  him t h a t  he 
thought t h a t  he had a couple of good suspects?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether he g o t  any in te r roga-
t i o n  r e p o r t s  on those  suspec t s  before  General KOSTER 
l e f t  o r  no t?  

A. I d o n ' t ,  s ir .  I r e c a l l  it was l a t e r  de-
termined t h a t  they  were f r i e n d l y ,  but  I d o n ' t  remem-
b e r  j u s t  when. I do remember a t  some l a t e r  t ime, t h a t  
day o r  some o t h e r  day, General KOSTER needl ing him about 
saying  t h a t  he had two VC, I f  he e v e r  saw two VC, o r  
words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  

Q I t  seems very remarkable, co lone l ,  t h a t  on t h i s  
opera t ion ,  having been over t h e  a r e a ,  and back a t  Dot t i e ,  
with t h e s e  r e p o r t s  of t h e s e  very l a r g e  numbers of VC hav-
ing  been k i l l e d ,  coupled with no reques t s  f o r  f i r e  suppor t ,  
no o t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n s  over  t h e  r ad ios  enemy c o n t a c t ,  and 
coupled a l s o  with i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  being rece ived  a t  
t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  VC had l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e  be fo re  t h e  com-
b a t  a s s a u l t  went i n .  Yet, you have abso lu te ly  no recol -
l e c t i o n  of any of t h e s e  th ings .  

A. I ' m  t e l l i n g  it t h e  way t h a t  I remember it, s i r .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  o r  t ransmiss ions  
being made by Colonel HENDERSON o r  by Colonel BARKER t o  
the...ground t roops  t o  s t o p  k i l l i n g  people? 

A. I do n o t ,  sir.  
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Q. Do you r e c a l l  any conversat ions with Captain 
GAMBLE dur ing  t h i s  per iod? Were you i n  c ~ m r n u n i c ~ t i o n s  
with him? 

A. No, I do not  r e c a l l  any conversa t ions  with 
him during t h i s  per iod.  

I0 : Let  me ask you something. There i s  one t h i n g  
t h a t  should s t and  o u t  p r e t t y  damn c l e a r  i n  your mind, f r ank ly .  
I t ' s  your a r t i l l e r y ,  and you d o n ' t  remember anything about

\ 

a r t i l l e r y  i n  support  of Bravo Company. 

A. The ques t ion  t o  me, s i r ,  i f  I had conver-
s a t i o n s  with Captain GAMBLE d u r i n g ' t h i s  pe r iod ,  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q. You were asked previous ly  i f  you r e c a l l  
Bravo and then  you were asked i f  you had any conver-
s a t i o n s  wi th  GAMBLE, and I would l i k e  t o  r e l a t e  a l i t t l e  
i n c i d e n t  t o  you where more than a few words t h a t  were 
exchanged, according t o  s e v e r a l  people t h a t  were i n  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  have t o l d  us about t h i s .  When Bravo 
Company was going t o  go i n  south of My Lai  ( I ) , and 
your a r t i l l e r y  d i d n ' t  l i f t ,  and t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  had t o  
make a complete go-around o u t  over  t h e  ocean and delay 
t h e i r  landing  about 5 minutes, Colonel HENDERSON 
was repor ted  t o  have more than a few unkind words wi th  
you about t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n .  

A. S i r ,  I do not  r e c a l l  t h i s .  

Q Y e s .  I s n ' t  t h a t  somewhat s t r ange?  

A. I t  does seem s t range .  

Q - You being a b a t t a l i o n  commander and your 
a r t i l l e r y ,  t o  p u t  it mildly,  performed i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  
q u i t e  u n s a t i s f a c t o r i l y .  Because t h e  t iming on a combat I 

a s s a u l t  has  t o  be a minute-to-minute t iming,  s o  you g ive  
t h e  f i n a l  round, and your s h i p s  a r e  i n ,  and y e t  t h i s  
d i d n ' t  c u t  o f f ,  and t h e  choppers had t o  go around. You 
have a new br igade  commander. You a r e  f l y i n g  around with 
him, and you d o n ' t  remember? You d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  GAMBLE? 
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A. S i r ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  time t h a t  I have heard 
t h a t  a r t i l l e r y  d i d  n o t  l i f t  on s i g n a l ,  and it amazes m e ,  
and I do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  I was t a l k e d  t o  about t h i s ,  s ir .  

Q We know t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  had t o  go around. 
W e  know they had t o  go around because t h e  a r t i l l e r y  d i d n ' t  
l i f t ,  and w e  were t o l d  by o t h e r  occupants of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
t h a t  it w a s  a l i t t l e  warm i n  t h e r e  f o r  a while .  

A. The s i g n a l  t o  l i f t  t h e  f i r e  i s  given by t h e  man 
f l y i n g  wi th  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander. I f  they gave them a 
check f i r e ,  I d o n ' t  understand why they  d i d n ' t  l i f t .  I t ' s  
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  they gave t h e  check f i r e  a f t e r  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  
were a l i t t l e  c l o s e r  than  they should have been. 

Q There a r e  many reasons--

A. ( In terpos ing)  I t  was n o t  brought t o  my a t t e n -
t i o n  t h a t  my u n i t  d i d  n o t  func t ion  properly on t h a t  ope ra t ion ,  
sir. 

I 0  : W e ' l l  r e c e s s  u n t i l  2 : O O .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1300 hours ,  1 2  February 
1970 .) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1357 hours ,  12 February 
1970 .) 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN, COL ARMSTRONG, 
and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  hea r ing  r e c a l l s  Colonel LUPER. 

RCDR: Colonel LUPER, you a r e  reminded t h a t  you remain 
under oa th  f o r  t h i s  hear ing .  

A. Y e s .  
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MR WALSH: Colonel LUPER, have we i n  our  ques t ioning  
exhausted your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of everyth ing  t h a t  took p lace  
a t  LZ Dot t i e  dur ing  t h e  per iod  you were t h e r e  on the  
morning of 16 March? Is t h e r e  anything e l s e  t h a t  you 
remember about t h a t  time frame t h a t  we h a v e n ' t  asked 
you about? 

A .  No, s i r .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  I have exhausted my 
knowledge of what took p l a c e  a t  Dot t i e .  

Q Now, you took o f f  from Dot t i e  about 0955.  
You went back over  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a rea .  You were over  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  f o r  something between 30 t o  45 min-
u t e s  be fo re  going t o  Quang Ngai. Now, what d i d  you s e e  on 
t h a t  f l i g h t ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  anything o t h e r  than  
j u s t  smoke and opera t ions  going on. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  see-
i n g  anything. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  t e l l  us  about t h e  smoke t h a t  you 
saw? 

A .  Smoke caused from gunships and, I assume, a r t i l -
l e r y  and from t h e  i n f a n t r y  f i r i n g .  About t h e  normal smoke 
you s e e  i n  any a r e a  t h a t  i s  i n  an o p e r a t i o n  l i k e  t h i s  i s  
going on, maybe somewhat more than  normal. 

Q Now, t h i s  i s  two and one-half hours  a f t e r  t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ion  and t h e  gunships a c t i v i t y .  

A. W e l l ,  I th ink  I remember see ing  smoke a t  t h i s  
time. I may have t h e  two times confused, b u t  a s  I r e c a l l ,  
I d i d  s e e  smoke a t  t h a t  t ime,  s i r .  

Q Well, it would be very s u r p r i s i n g  i f  you d i d n ' t ,  
because t h i s  e n t i r e  v i l l a g e  was burned by t h i s  t ime,  and you 
would have seen  a g r e a t  d e a l  of smoke. Did you go down low 
over  My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  going down low over  My Lai  ( 4 )  . 
Q. Do you remember going i n  t o  t ake  a look a t  t h e  
69 VC, supposedly k i l l e d  by your guns? 

0 
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A. No, sir.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  any bodies on t h e  ground? 

A. .NO, sir .  

Q .  What d i d  you do f o r  30 t o  45 minutes? 

A.  I assume I rode i n  a h e l i c o p t e r ,  s i r .  I must 
have looked o u t  some, b u t  I ' m  t e l l i n g  you t h a t  I d o n ' t  re -
c a l l  anything,  s ir .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any t ransmiss ion  being s e n t  i n  
by Colonel HENDERSON a t  t h a t  t ime, s i r ?  

No, s i r ,  I do no t .  

Q Did you make any t ransmiss ions  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A.  Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  sir.  

Q Well, I t a k e  it, then ,  t h a t  you j u s t  have ab-
s o l u t e l y  no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of having done anything on t h i s  
30 t o  45 minute f l i g h t  over t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  a r e a ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  making t h a t  long of a f l i g h t  over  
t h e  My Lai  a r e a ,  s ir .  

Q - Well, w e  have very cons iderable  testimony
t h a t  t h a t  i s  where you spen t  t h e  t ime between your depar-
t u r e  from LZ Dot t i e  a t  0955 o r  1000 and your a r r i v a l  a t  
Quang Ngai a t  perhaps 1045. Do you remember going t o  
Quang Ngai a t  1045? 

A. ~ o ts p e c i f i c a l l y ,  no, s i r ,  I do not .  I s t a t e d  
up he re  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  testimony t h a t  we stopped a t  Quang 
Ngai many times en r o u t e  from Dot t i e  t o  Duc Pho, and very 
l i k e l y  w e  stopped t h a t  day. But t o  say t h a t  we stopped 
a t  Quang Ngai on t h e  1 6 t h  of March, no, s i r ,  I do not .  

Q Well, it seems f a n t a s t i c  t o  me, co lone l ,  t h a t  
having had word t h a t  your a r t i l l e r y  had k i l l e d  69 people,  
and i f  you were over t h e  a r e a  and made no e f f o r t ,  apparent-
l y ,  t o  s e e  where those  bodies  were o r  t o  s e e  how t h e s e  VC 
had been k i l l ed - -
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A. ( In te rpos ing)  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  I d i d  t r y  t o  look 
o u t ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my a u i l i t y .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember 
see ing  any, sir. 

COL FRANKLIN: I want t o  s t a r t  o f f  a t  t h e  beginning and 
j u s t  s o r t  of go through t h e s e  t h i n g s  t o  r e a l l y  expla in  
why we d o n ' t  understand some of your tes t imony.  And if 
I say anything o r  come t o  any conclusions t h a t  a r e  unc lea r ,  
I j u s t  wish t h a t  you'd speak up. I th ink  we've go t  
a s i t u a t i o n  he re  t h a t  i s  beyond understanding by people 
wi th  m i l i t a r y  experience.  

Now, I expla in .  This  i s  on 15  March, now, we 
s t a r t .  You've go t  a  new br igade  commander, You w i l l  
s e e  more of t h i s  br igade  commander than  any o t h e r  l i e u t e n a n t  
co lone l ,  o t h e r  than t h e  exec i n  t h e  b r igade  probably.  You're 
h i s  f i r e  support  coordina tor .  You have known him befo re ,  
b u t  you have a t o t a l l y  new b a l l  game and a t o t a l l y  new r e l a -
t i o n s h i p  r i g h t  now. And y o u ' r e  working f o r  a new man. You're 
a p r o f e s s i o n a l  a r t i l l e r y m a n .  And l i k e  any o f f i c e r ,  you want 
t o  make an impression on your boss .  I t h i n k  we a l l  remem-
b e r  when we f i r s t  s t a r t  o u t  with new bosses .  

So on 15  March you f l y  o u t  t o  D o t t i e .  You're 
b r i e f e d  on t h i s  mission. Colonel HENDERSON speaks.  You' r e  
t a l k i n g  about a  VC b a t t a l i o n ,  t h e  48th.  The br igade  has 
fought it twice wi th ,  a t  b e s t ,  i nconc lus ive  r e s u l t s .  The 
b a t t l i o n ,  Task Force Barker,  and t h i s  i s  from t h e  
b r igade ,  a company from each of t h e  b a t t a l i o n s .  I t  has 
taken a l o t  of c a s u a l t i e s .  Colonel HENDERSON s t a t e s ,  and 
I ' m  s u r e  you knew t h i s ,  t h a t  he wants t o  wipe o u t  t h a t  
48th VC B a t t a l i o n .  Okay, you ' r e  t h e  f i r e  suppor t  coordin- 
a t o r .  You've g o t  an o b l i g a t i o n  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON. 

You've go t  Captain VAZQUEZ down t h e r e  who 
i s  t h e  LNO wi th  t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  VAZQUEZ is perhaps an aver-
age o f f i c e r  a t  b e s t .  You have a p r o v i s i o n a l  b a t t e r y  which 
has  obvious weaknesses. You h a v e n ' t  any TAC a i r  support  plan- 
ned f o r  t h i s  mission. You're going t o  have two gunships,  so  
t h a t  a r t i l l e r y  i s  going t o  be t h e  key f i r e  suppor t  weap- 
ons. And you've go t  a g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  how t h i s  a r t i l -  
l e r y  i s  going t o  be  employed, and how much,, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i f  t h e  b a t t l e  develops a s  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  i n  Task Force 
Barker seemed t o  t h i n k  i t ' s  going t o  develop.  
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And it would appear  t h a t  you would ques t ion  Captain VAZQUEZ 
on h i s  p r o j e c t e d  employment of a r t i l l e r y .  You've g o t  a 
couple of b a t t e r i e s  up there on D o t t i e ,  155 and 175, and 
you ' r e  going t o  maybe want t o  make s u r e  t h e r e  i s  some pro-
v i s i o n s  f o r  t y i n g  them i n .  

But t h e y ' r e  going i n  a g a i n s t  a f o r t i f i e d  posi-
t i o n  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  They have been i n  two f i g h t s .  They ' re  
expec t ing  heavy c a s u a l t i e s .  And you ' r e  b r i e f e d  on t h e  3-
minute prep ,  maybe 5-minute prep.  So t h i s  i s  n o t  j u s t  an 
ord inary  average day ,  t h a t ,  combined wi th  your new command-
er and t h e  r e s t  of t h i s  bus iness .  Now, do you r e c a l l  t a l k -
i n g  t o  VAZQUEZ about  t h e  f i r e  suppor t  planned f o r  Task 
Force Barker? Did you cons ide r  it adequate? 

A. I am s u r e  t h a t  I t a l k e d  t o  Captain VAZQUEZ t h a t  
day. I d o n ' t  recall t h e  e x a c t  conversa t ion  o r  anything.  I 
do know t h a t  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  o t h e r  a r t i l l e r y  a t  D o t t i e ,  t h e r e  
was a l r eady  an agreement t h a t  they would f i r e  o r  g i v e  us 
any a d d i t i o n a l  suppor t  t h a t  w e  needed. This  i s  t r u e  any 
t i m e  w i th  them. The agreement had a l r eady  been made some-
t i m e  back. I had v i s i t e d  t h a t  b a t t e r y  and a l s o  t a l k e d  
wi th  d i v i s i o n .  I d i scussed  wi th  VAZQUEZ t h e  prep .  But,  
you t a l k  about a new b r igade  commander. Now, w e  a r e  n o t  
t a l k i n g  about someone who j u s t  came i n  and took over  t h e  
b r igade .  We're t a l k i n g  about someone who has  been i n  t h e  
b r igade  longe r  than  I have and who has  been i n  it a l l  of  
my t i m e ,  somebody who I w e l l  know. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  I 
would make any p a r t i c u l a r  e f f o r t  t o  impress him on one 
p a r t i c u l a r  day. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  a f t e r  7 ,  8 ,  by t h i s  t i m e ,  8 
of 9 months, Colonel HENDERSON knew me a s  w e l l  a s  he was 
going t o  know me, and knew my ope ra t ions .  

Q - W e l l ,  as f a r  a s  an e f f o r t  t o  impress him on one 
day,  I won' t  argue t h a t .  But I t h i n k  you have a t o t a l l y  
new r e l a t i o n s h i p .  

A. I have a d i f f e r e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  b u t  he has  s t i l l  
been my r a t i n g  o f f i c e r  a l l  t h i s  t ime a s  t h e  deputy b r igade  
commander. 

Q Again, th is  i s  a normal t h i n g ,  and I t h i n k  you 
w i l l  ag ree ,  t h i s  i s  going t o  be t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a s  t h e  b r i -
gade commander t h a t  he i s  going t o  s e e  your a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  
i n  what can be a very c r i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n .  
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You're going t o  have a b i g  b a t t l e  t h e  nex t  day. T h a t ' s  
what a l l  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  i s ;  t h a t ' s  what t h e  b r i e f i n g  
i s ;  Colonel HENDERSON s a y s ,  "I want you t o  g e t  i n  and 
des t roy  t h e  48th."  And a l l  of  t h e s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I ' v e  
s a i d  a r e  p o i n t i n g  only toward t h a t  f a c t  t h a t ,  t h e r e  
ought t o  be a memory of t h i s ,  t h i s  i s  no o r d i n a r y  day. 
Okay, t h e  n e x t  day,  you t ake  o f f  i n  t h e  C&C,  and 
t h i s  would be Colonel HENDERSON'S f i r s t  f i g h t  a s  br igade  
commander. Now, Colonel HENDERSON had a console  i n  h i s  
C&C. What was your communications? How d i d  you com-
municate i n  t h e  C&C? 

A. I had a p o r t a b l e  r a d i o .  

Q They d i d n ' t  g i v e  one of t h e  r a d i o s  on your
a r t i l l e r y  push? You had t o  use a PRC-25? 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  That console  was n o t  on my a r t i l -
l e r y  push. 

Q How many r a d i o s  were on t h a t  console? 

A. I don' t know how many channels t h e r e  were on 
it. A t  l e a s t  two I would say .  I t ' s  a r e g u l a r  console  
i n  a C&C s h i p .  

Q - W e l l ,  d i d  you wear earphones o f f  t h e  console  
and j u s t  go t o  your a r t i l l e r y  from t i m e  t o  t ime? 

A. I had headphones which I d i d  n o t  wear a l l  t h e  
t i m e  un le s s  somebody punched m e  t o  g e t  on it ,  because I 
was more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s t a y i n g  wi th  my PRC-25, and i t ' s  
p r e t t y  ha rd  t o  l i s t e n  i n  a l l  t h e  t ime and wi th  a l l  t h e  
s t a t i c  going on. 

Q You d i d n ' t  have earphones wi th  your  PRC-25? 

A. No, I d i d  n o t .  I had a handse t .  

Q. Did it e v e r  s t r i k e  you t h a t  it was p r e t t y  
s t r a n g e  communications f o r  an a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l i o n  com-
mander a s  f a r  as adequacy? 
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A.  This  happened t o  be t h e  b e s t  I g o t  from t h e  
br igade ,  sir.-
Q a .Okay, you t ake  o f f  and you f l y  over My Lai 
( 4 ) .  A prep comes i n ,  and General PEERS has mentioned, 
I assume t h a t  your  SOP--you a r e  monitoring a r t i l l e r y  i n  a t  
t h i s  t ime. And I would assume t h a t  you would hear  and 
observe,  you would be o f f  o u t  of t h e  way, a s  you s t a t e d ,  
where you could see t h e  LZ. You d o n ' t  happen t o  remem-
b e r  where you were, i n  t h e  south ,  perhaps? 

A. I f r a n k l y  d o n ' t  remember. 

Q But you s e e  this one smoke round go o f f ,  and 
you hear  c o r r e c t i o n  l i k e ,  "Drop 1,000 and f i r e  f o r  e f f e c t . "  
Tha t ' s  t h e  c o r r e c t i o n  t h a t  we g e t  from Captain VAZQUEZ. 
You s e e  t h i s  p r e p a r a t i o n  coming i n .  I ' m  s u r e  you've seen 
a l o t  b igger  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  maybe 100 rounds o r  probably l e s s .  
This was only 3-minutes with four  tubes .  What would you 
guess t h e  s i z e  of t h e  p repara t ion  with four  tubes--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I f  it were t h r e e  minutes,  I guess 
it would be about 70 o r  75 rounds. 

Q. And t h e n  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  landing  and t h e  
t roops  begin t o  move. Now, do you r e c a l l  a t  t h a t  t i m e  
whether you cont inued t o  monitor o r  i f  you picked t h e  
earphones o f f  t h e  console--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d o n ' t .  I would have continued 
t o  s t a y  on t h e  a r t i l l e r y  n e t .  I may have l i s t e n e d  o f f  and 
on, on t h e  o t h e r  earphones,  b u t  I would have s t ayed  on t h a t  
a r t i l l e r y  n e t  as  long as we were i n  t h a t  a r e a .  One t h i n g  
on observing t h e  prep:  i f  I was f l y i n g  w i t h  t h e  br igade  com-
mander, I d o n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  observe t h e  prep as  it goes i n .  
When you ' re  a d j u s t i n g  f i r e  from t h e  a i r ,  the a i r c r a f t  must 
s t a y  s o  t h a t  t h e  observer  i s  a b l e  t o  observe t h e  a r e a  t o  
a d j u s t .  Since I am n o t  a d j u s t i n g  it and am n o t  c o n t r o l l i n g  
the  p i l o t ,  I'm n o t  always n e c e s s a r i l y  always i n  a p o s i t i o n  
when I hear  them say what they have observed. I may, a t  
t h a t  t ime, have my back t o  it. So, I ' m  n o t  a c t u a l l y  s i t t i n g  
up t h e r e  observing as  normally an a i r  observer  does. 
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Q- No, y o u ' r e  n o t  observ ing  it normally a s  an 
a i r  obse rve r  a l though  I ' v e  never  known a b r i g a d e  commander 
t h a t  d i d n ' t  g e t  h imself  i n  a  p o s i t i o n ,  and I ' m  t a l k i n g  bo th  
geograph ica l ly  and t iming ,  s o  t h a t  when t h a t  p r e p  starts,  
he i s  going t o  be  a b l e  t o  watch it. 

A.  W e l l ,  he  may have it t u r n e d  j u s t  r i g h t  a t  t h a t  

t i m e  and he  may n o t ,  b u t  it is between he and t h e  p i l o t .  


Q* W e l l ,  y e s ,  t h e r e  i s  c o o r d i n a t i o n  involved  i n  
doing this t h i n g ,  b u t  t h e  b r igade  commander i s  very  i n t e -  

r e s t e d  i n  t h e  t iming  of t h e  prep  and t h e  ground a s s a u l t .  

And he i s  very i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  p l a c i n g  of t h e  prep .  

Where i s  it l and ing?  Is it l and ing  i n  t h e  r i g h t  p l a c e ?  
For example, he  may want t o  i n t e r v e n e  and g e t  more f i r e  i n  
it, b u t  i f  he i s  going t o  watch a combat a s s a u l t ,  he 
knows what t i m e  it i s  coming. He ' s  g o t  you as  an a r t i l l e r y -  
man t o  t e l l  him when t h i s  t h i n g  i s  going t o  s t a r t ,  t o  t e l l  
him where it i s  coming from, t o  t e l l  him t h e  b e s t  p o s i t i o n  

' t o  g e t  i n t o ;  and i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y ,  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander 
i s  going t o  be  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  where he can observe  t h e  en-
t i r e  prep ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  where most o f  t h e  rounds land .  And 
if y o u ' r e  s i t t i n g  nex t  t o  him, y o u ' r e  go ing  t o  be  a b l e  t o  
see t h e  same t h i n g .  The re ' s  no s e n s e  o f  t h e  b r i g a d e  com-
mander be ing  t h e r e  i f  he i s  going t o  be  f a c i n g  away from 
t h e  l and ing  zone where t h e  f i r e  i s  coming i n ,  because he 
can n o t  do h i s  job then .  This  i s  t h e  normal way. I t  i s  n o t  
always t h e  way, b u t  t h a t ' s  why t h e  b r i g a d e  commander i s  
t h e r e ,  t o  s e e  t h e  prep.  I ' d  l i k e  t o  g i v e  you t h e  a e r i a l  
photo aga in .  

(COL FRANKLIN handed E x h i b i t  P-1  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s . )  

Now,  Colonel  LUPER, we have t h e  t a p e  o f  t h e  
Task Force Barker  command n e t  wh i l e  you were a i r b o r n e ,  a t  
l e a s t  t h e  i n i t i a l  p a r t  of  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  W e  know who was 
t a l k i n g  and what t hey  were s a y i n g ,  and w e  know t h e  t imes .  
W e  a l s o  have t a l k e d  t o  j u s t  about  eve ry  gunsh ip  p i l o t  and 
c o p i l o t .  W e  have t a l k e d  t o  about  eve ry  man i n  C Company. 
So we've been a b l e  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  p r e t t y  w e l l  what was going 
on and when. I t e l l  you t h i s  because it i s  a l i t t l e  ha rd  
t o  unders tand  some of  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  s e e  on 
your  f i r s t  f l i g l i t  over  i n  t h e  morning. 

(LUPER) 8 3  APP T-13 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Now, a g a i n ,  i s  it f a i r  t o  s ay  t h a t  you 'd  be s o r t  of  keyed 
up about t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  o r  i s  t h i s  j u s t  an o r d i n a r y  day 
f o r  you, j u s t  f l y i n g  around i n  a h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A .  I w a s  as keyed up about  t h i s  a s  I would b e  i n  
any ope ra t ion .  I am n o t  p a r t i c u l a r i l y  an emot iona l  man. 

Q. W e l l ,  I won ' t  s a y  keyed up, b u t  I w i l l  s ay  acu te -  
l y  i n t e r e s t e d .  

A.  I was i n t e r e s t e d .  

Q. I t  may n o t  b e  emotion. You a r e  f i g h t i n g  a war,  
and you g i v e  f i r e  s u p p o r t ,  and t h e r e  were guys down t h e r e  
l i v i n g  and dy ing  on f i r e  suppor t .  You don ' t  have t o  be  
emotional  t o  g e t  keyed up about  something l i k e  t h i s .  Pa r -
t i c u l a r l y  when t h a t  a r t i l l e r y  i s  a primary suppor t  t h a t  
t h e s e  guys are go ing  t o  have if they  r e a l l y  t a n g l e  w i th  t h e  
48th. So I ' d  t h i n k  you 'd  be  very  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  op- 
e r a t i o n .  I f  y o u ' l l  look down on your  a e r i a l  photo t h e r e ,  
t h e r e  is a nor th-south  t r a i l ,  coming o u t  of My L a i  ( 4 )  and 
i n t e r s e c t s  Highway 521. I t h i n k  y o u ' r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h a t .  
A t  t h e  t ime y o u ' r e  going down t o  p i c k  up t h o s e  VC, we know 
from Major MCKNIGHT's  t r a n s m i s s i o n s  t h a t  you've g o t  t h e  
bubble  t o p ,  t h e  S k e e t e r  from t h e  Warlords,  t h e  aero-scout  
company. You've asked  them t o  go down and s e g r e g a t e  some 
of t h e s e  mi l i t a ry -age  males.  They've rogered t h i s ,  MCKNIGHT's 
t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  and y o u ' r e  c i r c l i n g .  You're s o r t  o f  c i r c l i n g  
a t  an a l t i t u d e  you c l a i m  i s  p r e t t y  high over  Highway 521, 
n o t  t o o  f a r  away, ove r  t h e  v i l l a g e  and over  t h e  hightway. 

Now, a t  t h e  t ime t h a t  you go down t o  p i c k  up 
t h o s e  VC, o r  t h o s e  VC s u s p e c t s ,  which you thought  w e r e  
VC, w e  know t h e r e  w a s  a tremendous amount of f i r i n g  go ing ,  
from t h e  two a s s a u l t  p l a t o o n s ,  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Now, 
y o u ' r e  c i r c l i n g  around,  and you h e a r  a l l  t h i s  f i r i n g .  
You ' re  t a l k i n g  about  machineguns and grenade l aunche r s  
and M-16 r i f l e s  w i t h  most o f  it on automat ic .  Th i s  is  
something t h a t  a r o u s e s  c u r i o s i t y  and draws a l o t  of  i n -
t e r e s t .  W e  know t h a t  gunships  w e r e  making pas ses  r i g h t  
down t h e  road  t h a t  you w e r e  going down t o  p ick  up t h e s e  
VC . 
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We know t h a t  a t  l e a s t  one i n f a n t r y  squad is  moving down very 
r a p i d l y  toward--we're t z l k i n g  a couple hundred meters away 
from where you landed--and y o u ' r e  c i r c l i n g  over  t h i s .  
We know t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a squad t h a t  has moved down t h e r e  
i n  j u s t  about i n  t h e  same time frame--we're t a l k i n g  about j u s t  a 
few minutes--that has  opened up and f i r e d  on c i v i l i a n s  on 
t h i s  road. 

So h e r e ,  whi le  you ' r e  c i r c l i n g  around, you've 
got  two p la toons  of i n f a n t r y  doing an awful l o t  of f i r i n g .  
We know t h a t  people r an  from t h e  v i l l a g e s .  There a r e  people 
along t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  have been k i l l e d  
a l r eady ,  by 08Q5 o r  0810 when you a r e  going down. You've 
got  t h i s  squad t h a t ' s  moving down r e a l  f a s t  t h a t  has open-
ed up on a road;  you've go t  gunships going up and down t h i s  
road; and a t  l e a s t  one minigun i s  f i r i n g .  This i s  a l l  a t  
t h e  same time, One of those gunships might even have been 
hovering. Now, i t ' s  normal of somebody, when a l l  t hese  
th ings  a r e  going on, t o  be looking around and very ,  very 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  wha t ' s  going on. And y e t  you say t h a t  you 
no t i ced  nothing a t  t h i s  time except  t h e  bodies  t h a t  you 
i n d i c a t e d  coming o u t  of t h a t  north-south road? Is t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. The only bodies  t h a t  I no t i ced . .  I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  were a number of h e l i c o p t e r s  f l y i n g  around, and gun-
s h i p s ,  a l l  t h i s .  There had been a l l  dur ing  t h e  opera t ion .  
A s  t o  s e e i n g  whether they were f i r i n g  o r  something, I d i d n ' t .  
Now, s i t t i n g  on t h e  i n s i d e  on a Huey, your v i s i o n  of what ' s  
on t h e  ground i s  l i m i t e d  except  when t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r  i s  
t ipped  t o  t h e  l e f t .  I f  I was s i t t i n g  where they s a i d  I 
was s i t t i n g ,  it would be t h e  only time I would have a very 
good view of t h e  ground, Because I have a commander s i t -
t i n g  t h e r e  i n  a s p e c i a l  c h a i r  t h a t  s i t s  up p r e t t y  w e l l ,  
.I do n o t  have the  view t h a t  he has .  

Q T h a t ' s  t r u e .  That i s  t r u e ,  you d o n ' t  have as  
good a view as  h e ' s  go t .  There i s  no ques t ion  about it. 
However, t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s .  You a r e  no t  t o t a l l y  
blocked, and with a l o t  of neck craning  o r  g e t t i n g  up o r  
s i t t i n g  on t h e  f l o o r  o r  j u s t  l ean ing  forward, you can 
improve. You're no t  going t o  g e t  it a s  good as  the  br igade .. 

commander, b h t  you can s t i l l  improve. There a r e  q u i t e  a 
few th ings  going on. This i s n ' t  one of t h e  two i s o l a t e d  
events .  
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(10 l e f t  t h e  h e a r i n g  room. ) 

Did you h e a r  t h e  f i r i n g ?  

A. ' I  must have. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Okay, when you've g o t  a s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h i s ,  
say a t  b e s t ,  a confused combat s i t u a t i o n ,  normally,  i f  
you w e r e  o u t  on o p e r a t i o n s  l i k e  t h i s ,  how would you acqua in t  
your se l f  w i t h  what w a s  going on? What was t h e  b e s t  way 
you had t o  acqua in t  your se l f  w i t h  what was going on? 

A. From what l i t t l e  I could s e e  o u t ,  one of t h e  
main t h i n g s  t h a t  I was i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of wha t ' s  
going on below, i s  anybody ask ing  f o r  a r t i l l e r y  n e t .  

Q What w e r e  they  t a l k i n g  about on t h a t  a r t i l l e r y
n e t ?  What was going on on t h e  a r t i l l e r y  n e t ?  

A. A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  anyth ing  was. 

Q. You a r e  very i n t e r e s t e d  i n  monitor ing the a r t i l -
l e r y .  The a r t i l l e r y  n e t  i s  t h e  mechanical means f o r  reques t -
i n g  f i r e .  You a l s o  have a b i g  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h a t  t a c t i c a l  n e t ,  
because you could a n t i c i p a t e  f i r e  r e q u e s t s  and a l s o  make re-
commendations. Did you eve r  g e t  on those  f i r e  d i r e c t  c o n t r o l  
n e t s  and j u s t  c a l l  an FO o r  c a l l  t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  and 
j u s t  ask him what ' s  going on? What a r e  you guys doing down 
t h e r e ?  What's a l l  t h e  f i r i n g  about? A r e  you r e c e i v i n g  any 
f i r e ?  

A. I never have con tac ted  an FO on i t .  I have c a l l e d  
t h e  l i a i s o n ,  o r  c a l l e d  back t o  h i s  s t a t i o n  back a t  t h e  TOC. 
But,  a s  a gene ra l  r u l e ,  I d i d  n o t  g e t  on t h e  n e t  un le s s  I 
thought something was going wrong o r  something was slow about 
f i r i n g  o r  something of t h i s  n a t u r e .  O r  i f  w e  w e r e  going 
i n t o  a new a r e a ,  I would ask i f  anyone has f i r e d  i n  t h e  a r e a .  
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But, no, I d i d n ' t .  I f e e l  t h a t  I should n o t  be needl ing 
t h a t  FO a t  t h e  t i m e  he is down t h e r e  with t h a t  company 
commander. I f  he i s  asking f o r  f i r e ,  I am going t o  f i n d  
o u t  about it by s t ay ing  on h i s  n e t .  

Q - I agree with you i n  theory 100 percent .  You a r e  
p e r f e c t l y  r i g h t .  You d o n ' t  g e t  on n e t s  when you d o n ' t  have 
t o .  Forward observer  is  being asked f o r  f i r e  by h i s  company 
commander. You're s u r e  a s  heck n o t  going t o  g e t  on t h a t  n e t  
and t i e  it up. Again, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  s i tua t ion- -a  
tremendous amount of f i r e  going on. There i s  a h e l l  of a l o t  
going on. And, aga in ,  d i d  you c a l l  VAZQUEZ a t  a l l ,  o r  c a l l  
anybody, t o  ask what was going on? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  c a l l i n g .  

(10 en te red  t h e  hear ing  room. ) 

.Q Okay. Now, these  bodies  t h a t  you repor ted  see ing
south of t h e  road,  they probably weren ' t  t h e r e  u n t i l  about 
0845 on t h a t  north-south road. You took o f f ;  you go up i n  
t h e  a i r .  Now, you h a v e n ' t  heard any f i r i n g  reques t s  t o  l is-
t e n  t o  t h e  Task Force Barker n e t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q- Well, on t h a t  n e t ,  which Colonel HENDERSON i s  
c e r t a i n l y  monitor ing,  Dolphin Lead, which i s  t h e  l i f t  lead-
er,  c a l l s  and wants t o  know why t h e  a r t i l l e r y  i s  n o t  c u t  o f f .  
He says  t h a t  they a r e  going t o  have t o  make another  go around. 
General PEERS has a l ready spoken t o  you about t h a t ,  and you 
d o n ' t  remember i t ?  

A. That s t r i k e s  me a s  r a t h e r  unusual. That i s  t h e  
f i r s t  time I had heard it. I f i n d  it hard  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
t h e r e  was a r e a l  problem a t  t h e  time. 

MR WEST: Let  me read  t o  you t h e  tape .  This i s  a t  0812: 

( ~ e a d i n gfrom Exhib i t  M-20A:) 
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"Dolphin Lead, t h i s  i s  Lead. I had t o  make 
a go around because t h e  a r t i l l e r y  was s t i l l  
shoot ing  whi le  I was on my approach. I 
d i d n ' t  want t o  land on it t h e r e  when it w a s  
going. " 

A few minutes l a t e r ,  t h i s  i s  about 0827: 

"Coyote 6 ,  t h i s  i s  Dolphin Lead." 

"This i s  Coyote 6 ,  over ."  

"This i s  Dolphin Lead. This completes your 
l i f t  f o r  t h i s  f i r s t  morning. We only had one 
problem, and t h a t  was t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
d i d n ' t  s h u t  o f f  i n  t i m e . "  

"This i s  Coyote 6 ,  t h a t ' s  a f f i r m a t i v e .  They 
were about a minute l a t e  i n  c u t t i n g  o f f .  
Try t o  do b e t t e r  next  t ime. Over. 

"This i s  Dolphin Lead, roger .  Other than  
t h a t ,  it was a good l i f t .  " 

This i s  t h e  t a p e  o f  t h e  Task Force Barker monitor. 

(Counsel examined t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  t a p e ,  
marked as  Exh ib i t  M-20A.) 

That e n t i r e  t ransmiss ion  would have been moni- 
t o r e d  through t h e  console.  You may n o t  have been l i s t e n -  
ing  on it. 

COL FRANKLIN: Okay, Colonel LUPER, j u s t  t o  cont inue walk- 
ing  through h e r e ,  you picked up t h e s e  two VC s u s p e c t s ,  and 
had them on your a i r c r a f t  now about 30 minutes. Your l a s t  
a c t  before t a k i n g  o f f  t o  go t o  Dot t i e  i s  t o  s o r t  of c i r c l e  
around where t h e  gunships a r e  marking two VC wi th  weapons. 
Colonel HENDERSON i s  on t h a t  n e t ,  o r  MCKNIGHT o r  somebody, 
and t r y i n g  t o  g e t  C Company t o  hurry  up and g e t  somebody up 
t h e r e ,  because you've l o s t  a l o t  of weapons i n  t h e  11th  
br igade by n o t  g e t t i n g  t o  t h e  people f a s t  enough. Women o r  
k i d s  o r  o t h e r  g u e r i l l a s  o r  somebody comes down and t a k e  t h e s e  
weapons. 
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Now, about  t h i s  t i m e ,  on t h e  Task Force  Barker  
net--which would b e  known by Colonel  HENDERSON f o r  c e r t a i n ,  and 
we've g o t  t h i s  t a p e  r i g h t  here--Colonel BARKER i s  informed 
of t h e  84 K I A  by C h a r l i e  Company. Now, t h i s  i s  logged i n  
on t h e  Task Force  Barker  l o g  a t  0840. Colonel  BARKER 
ca l ls  h i s  TOC and t e l l s  them h e ' l l  be  i n  t o  s t r a i g h t e n  
them up on t h i s  t h i n g .  This  t r ansmis s ion  would have 
been monitored t h e r e ' s  no q u e s t i o n ,  i n  t h e  C&C. Now, 
t h i s  is r a t h e r  a s t u p i f y i n g  t r a n s m i s s i o n .  I t h i n k  you 
can s e e  t h i s .  There has  been about  15  r e p o r t e d  by 
gunships  and C h a r l i e  Company by t h i s  t i m e .  You have 
seen  some o f  t h e s e .  You have been o v e r  t w o  VC t h a t  
were knocked down. And, suddenly,  t h e r e ' s  l o t s  of f i r i n g  
going on,  and gunships  are making p a s s e s ,  and 1 5  is 
a very r ea sonab le  number. Not a p a r t i c u l a r i l y  unusual  
t y p e .  A l l  of  a  sudden,  h e r e ' s  t h i s  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  
84. And t h e r e  had been no r e q u e s t  f o r  f i r e .  There  
had been no r e q u e s t  f o r  gunsh ips .  There  has  been no 
r e q u e s t  f o r  d u s t o f f s .  There has  been no th ing .  There 
had been no r e p o r t s  of enemy c o n t a c t .  And boom, we've 
g o t  69 a d d i t i o n a l  bod ie s .  And about  t h i s  t ime  t h a t  you 
now t a k e  o f f  t o  go back t o  D o t t i e .  A new commander; 84 
k i l l e d ;  i t ' s  0840 i n  t h e  morning, and t h e  f i r s t  o p e r a t i o n ,  
t h e  f i r s t  c r ack  o u t  of t h e  box, and you 've  k i l l e d  8 4 .  
Th is  i s  a s i d e  from t h a t  which i s  coming i n  from B Company. 
You g e t  a l s o  B Company r e p o r t s  i n  of  VC KIA. 

Now, I t h i n k  it i s  r easonab le  t o  assume 
t h a t  when you l a n d  on D o t t i e  you go t o  t h e  TOC, t h i s  
i s  something t h a t  i s  going t o  remain i n  your  mind. T h e r e ' s  
going t o  b e  a l o t  of exc i tement .  And h e r e  a r e  t h e  people  
t a l k i n g  t o  them, and t h e r e  i s  going t o  be a b i g  in te rchange .  
o f  i n fo rma t ion  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  The b i g g e s t  body count  t h e  
1 1 t h  Brigade e v e r  had s i n c e  they  have been i n  t h e  coun t ry ,  
and y e t ,  I t h i n k  you made t h e  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t ,  "There i s  
no th ing  i n  t h i s  t o  f i x  my mind." 

W e l l ,  sometime between 0840 and 0935 t h i s  69-- 
w e l l ,  a t  0840 t h e r e  w e r e  69,  i n  t h e  Task Force  Barker  l o g  
k i l l e d  by C h a r l i e  Company which d o e s n ' t  exc lude  them be ing  
r e p o r t e d  g i l l e d  by C h a r l i e ' s  a r t i l l e r y .  
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They have been e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  l o g ,  r epor ted  as  k i l l e d .  
About an hour l a t e r ,  o r  less than an hour l a t e r ,  i n  
t h e  Task Force Barker log--or t h e  11th  Brigade log ,  as  
being k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y .  You a r e  s t i l l  on t h e  ground, 
and you a r e  s t i l l  a t  Dot t i e .  

Now, t h i s  i s  an i n c r e d i b l e  th ing .  I d o n ' t  
know how much s e r v i c e  you've g o t ,  b u t  I would be w i l l i n g  
t o  b e t  t h a t  never be fo re ,  i n  one prep l i k e  you've seen,  
o r  anything considerably more, have you e v e r  g o t t e n  69 
body count.  And t h a t ' s  why t h e  repeated ques t ions  on t h i s  
a s  t o  d o n ' t  you remember something. 

A. I have s t a t e d  many t imes,  I remember I go t  
a r e p o r t  of 6 9  k i l l e d .  My s ta tement  was, I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
whether I g o t  it a t  Dot t i e  o r  a f t e r  I got  back t o  br igade.  
Cer ta in ly ,  I g o t  t h e  word t h a t  69 were k i l l e d  by a r t i l -
l e r y .  I never denied n o t  remembering t h i s .  What I 
s a i d  i s ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  when I g o t  it. 

Q You c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  I mean, the  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  
t h i s  t h i n g ,  aga in ,  it i s  j u s t  BOOM! I t ' s  n o t  a s e r i e s  
of numbers. I t ' s  j u s t  69  people k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y .  
Did your a r t i l l e r y  e v e r  k i l l  t h a t  many people i n  your 
e n t i r e  t o u r  as  b a t t a l i o n  commander? 

A. No. 

Q And y e t  you c a n ' t  remember the  f i r s t  man 
t h a t  t o l d  you t h i s ,  o r  who t o l d  you t h i s ?  

A. I c e r t a i n l y  cannot. No mat ter  how i n c r e d i b l e  
i s  sounds, I cannot remember who t o l d  me. 

Q Can you remember your f e e l i n g s  a t  t h e  time? 

A. A s  I s t a t e d  once e a r l i e r ,  I f e l t  q u i t e  good 
about it. 

Q Was t h e r e  a l o t  of exuberance going on? Were 
people congra tu la t ing  you? Did you c a l l  VAZQUEZ and GAMBLE 
and ALAUX, t he  F O ,  and whip ou t  t h e r e  t o  s e e  them and con-
g r a t u l a t e  them? 

90  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-13 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. No. This  i s  my t h i r d  war, and .body count ,  
t o  m e ,  I t h i n k  i s  one of t h e  most r i d i c u l o u s  t h i n g s  
t h a t  has  come o u t  of Vietnam, I have never been impressed 
wi th  it. 

Q W e l l ,  I c e r t a i n l y  wouldn ' t  argue your f e e l i n g  
toward body count ,  b u t  I s a y ,  when you go i n t o  a f i g h t  
w i t h  a b a t t a l i o n ,  t h a t  your b a t t a l i o n  commander wants t o  
wipe o u t ,  t h a t  has  h u r t  you twice  be fo re .  There i s  a good 
p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  your a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  k i l l e d  69 of t h e m  t h a t  
w e r e n ' t  around t o  f i g h t  t h a t  i n f a n t r y .  I would say  t h a t  
would make you f e e l  p r e t t y  good. I t  would make you want 
t o  t a l k  t o  some of t h e  people  r e spons ib le?  

A. I f e l t  good about it. But aga in ,  a body count  
d o e s n ' t  impress m e  one i o t a .  

Q. W e l l ,  it may n o t  have impressed you, Colonel 
LUPER, b u t  t h a t  f i g u r e ,  aga in ,  c e r t a i n l y  would have impressed 
a l o t  of people  because of i t ' s  magnitude. Now, i n  t h i s  
CP a t  D o t t i e ,  aga in ,  you landed t h e r e  probably about 0840, 
s h u t  down, and t h e  chopper i s  gass ing  up. About an 
hour  l a t e r  General  KOSTER comes i n .  There has  been 
a 90 body count  r e p o r t e d  i n  C h a r l i e  Company. I t  seems 
l i k e  t h e r e  would have been a l o t  of d i s c u s s i o n  going back 
and f o r t h  i n  t h e  TOC. 

A. I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  was. A l l  I ' m  s ay ing  i s  t h a t  I . 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it, any s p e c i f i c  words. Sure ,  t h e r e  were 
people  t a l k i n g ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any conver sa t ions  o r  any 
comment t h a t  anyone made. 

Q- Okay, General  KOSTER shows up. Can you r e c a l l  
how he was m e t ,  wi th  g r e a t  exc i tement  o r  p r i d e ,  o r  d i d  peo-
p l e  around r e a l l y  want t o  b r i e f  him about  what t r a n s p i r e d  
t h e r e ?  I mean, .normally i n  a s u c c e s s f u l  b a t t l e ,  I th ink  
you 've s a i d  t h a t  you have been i n  t h r e e  w a r s ,  t h e r e  i s  a 
c e r t a i n  camarader ie ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of rank.  I f  t h i n g s  go w e l l  
i n  b a t t l e ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  i n  a s o l d i e r ' s  l i f e .  There 
is  a f l a v o r  o r  something t h a t  happens t h a t  one d o e s n ' t  s e e .  

0 
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A. W e l l ,  everybody w a s  happy about  it. 

Q W e l l ,  can you r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c s  about  i t ?  

A. I j u s t  t o l d  you,  s i r ,  I cannot  recal l  anyth ing  
t h a t  anyone s a i d .  

Q. Okay, s o  General  KOSTER i s  b r i e f e d  and ready 
t o  t a k e  o f f .  

10: W e l l ,  b e f o r e  w e  l e a v e  that ,  l e t  m e  ask you 
something. You might  n o t  remember what w a s  s a i d ,  b u t  
do you r e c a l l  ' y o u r s e l f ,  Colonel  MCKNIGHT, and Colonel  MAC-
LACHLAN s t a n d i n g  around t h e  board ,  t h e  p l a c e  where t hey  mark 
up e v e r y t h i n g ,  and j u s t  t a l k i n g  i n  g e n e r a l  about  t h e  opera-
t i o n ?  How were t h i n g s  going? And o f f  on t h e  s i d e ,  Colonel  
BARKER and Colonel  HENDERSON a r e  t a l k i n g  t o g e t h e r .  

A. I recall  l ook ing  a t  t h e  board,  sir., I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  who I was t a l k i n g  t o .  I do r e c a l l  look-
i n g  a t  t h e  board.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  Colonel  HENDERSON and Colonel  
BARKER l e a v i n g  t h e  group and going o f f  and d i s c u s s i n g  m a t t e r s ?  

A.  No, sir .  They very  w e l l  could have done t h i s  
w i thou t  me  even n o t i c i n g  t h e m .  I do no t .  

COL FRANKLIN: A f t e r  l e a v i n g  and going back o u t  t o  My L a i ,  
you 've  f o r g o t t e n  now, t h a t  you have k i l l e d  90 enemy. You 
probably had had it r e p o r t e d  t o  you t h a t  t h e s e  enemy casua l -
t ies  w e r e  caused by a r t i l l e r y .  Do you recal l  a sk ing  Colonel  
HENDERSON, s a y i n g ,  " S i r ,  I ' d  s u r e  l i k e  t o  look a t  t h a t  
v i l l a g e ,  and go o u t  t h e r e  and f l y  down low." 

A .  T h a t ' s  a s  much u n l i k e  m e  a s  anyone could  
be .  

Q Well,  how about  Colonel  HENDERSON, was he the 
k ind  of commander t h a t  normal ly ,  i n  a b i g  b a t t l e ,  would n o t  
want t o  g e t  down and see what was going on? O r  want t o  go 
somewhere e l s e ?  What k i n d  of  a commander w a s  he?  What was 
h i s  normal a c t i o n ?  

9 2  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-13 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

(Th.e wi tness  and counsel conferred.  ) 

A. Colonel HENDERSON i s ,  i n  my opinion,  a p r e t t y  
closed-mouthed commander. I d o n ' t  f e e l  t h e r e  was a r e a l  c l o s e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between he and I. He was an o l d  s o l d i e r  
t h a t  saw one heck of a l o t  of a c t i o n  h imsel f .  Yes, he 
may be t h e  type t h a t  would want t o  go o u t  and look a t  
t h i s  , c l o s e .  I don' t t h i n k  h e ' s  t h e  gung ho type t h a t  
l i k e s  t o  go o u t  and look down t o  see  how many people 
he had k i l l e d .  I d o n ' t  know. Except f o r  Vietnam, I 
d o n ' t  eve r  r e c a l l  hear ing  t h e  term body count used i n  
World War I1 o r  i n  Korea, a t  l e a s t  n o t  t o  t h i s  
e x t e n t .  I g e t  no t h r i l l  o u t  of going o u t  and looking 
a t  it. 

Q Well, l e t ' s  n o t  change it around, Colonel 
LUPER, I agree with you on t h a t .  I ' m  n o t  going t o  
argue with you on t h e  body count.  But ca r ry ing  t h a t  
argument t h e r e  i t s  extreme, it means t h a t  no commander 
would v i s i t  any b a t t l e f i e l d .  Now, t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  
more th ings  t h a t  you can do o t h e r  than f l y  around and 
look a t  bodies .  For example, you can f l y  down and g e t  
on t h e  ground and t a l k  t o  commanders, and you can 
look, and you can t a l k  t o  s o l d i e r s ,  and you could 
o f f e r  a s s i s t a n c e .  These a re  j u s t  a few of t h e  th ings .  
You might a l s o  decide a t  t h a t  time t o  e x p l o i t  t h i s  
g r e a t  success .  And t h e r e ' s  no b e t t e r  way t o  do it 
than t o  be on t h e  ground looking. So t h e r e ' s  
a l o t  more t o  going o u t  t h e r e  than and j u s t  f l y -
i n g  around and counting bod ies . .  This i s  n o t  what 
I had i n  mind. 

A.  Well, t h a t ' s  t h e  way you put  t h e  ques t ion  
t o  me, and t h a t ' s  t h e  way I understood it. 

Q.  Well, then  I ' l l  j u s t  rephrase t h e  ques t ion .  
You th ink  you've a l ready answered. You d i d n ' t  ask 
Colonel HENDERSON, " S i r ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  go o u t  t h e r e  t o  My 
Lai ( 4 )  now and v i s i t  t h e  FO. " My a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l i o n  
commander used t o  come around t o  me a l l  t he  time and asked, 
"Can I go o u t  with you t o  v i s i t  my F O . "  This  i s  very normal 
f o r  an a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l i o n  commander because the  br igade 
commander v i s i t s  with h i s  r i f l e  company. This would have 
been a normal r eques t .  
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But ,  a p p a r e n t l y ,  t h i s  was n o t  done, Did it seem 
s u r p r i s i n g  t o  you t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  d i d n ' t  descend 
t o  a lower a l t i t u d e  and f l y  around t o  observe t h e  
b a t t l e f i e l d  and/or l a n d  on t h e  ground and t a l k  t o  
the company commander? 

A. W e l l ,  y o u ' r e  a sk ing  me now f o r  an op in ion?  

Q Y e s .  

A. I f  I would have been t h e  b r igade  commander, 
I am s u r e  I would have landed on t h e  ground. Colonel  
HENDERSON made h i s  own d e c i s i o n s .  He can answer f o r  it, 
I d o n ' t .  

Q Y e s .  I n  o t h e r  words, it d i d  appear  a l i t t l e  un-
usual--

A.  - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  To me p e r s o n a l l y ,  yes .  

Q W e l l ,  i n  your  f l i g h t ,  and you have a l r e a d y  s a i d ,  
Colonel  LUPER, going back o v e r ,  t h e r e  w a s  no th ing  unusual  t h a t  
you saw? 

A. No, s ir .  

CT We know t h a t  t h e r e  was, even wi th  
your  t h r e e  w a r s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  were probably more bod ie s  
t han  you had e v e r  s een  b e f o r e .  I f  you would have gone 
down low, I won ' t  go i n t o  how many you have seen ,  but--

A. I n t e r p o s i n g )  I would cha l l enge  t h a t ,  any day. 

Q Wel l ,  t h e r e  was an awful l o t ,  b u t  t o o  many of  
t h e  wrong k i n d ,  a t  t h e  wrong t ime ,  I ' 11 p u t  it t h a t  way. 
There was j u s t  an awful l o t  t h a t  it could have been seen.  I 
won ' t  go through and show you on your  photo ( a e r i a l  photo 
E x h i b i t  P-1) , where they  w e r e  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  b u t  t h e r e  was j u s t  
t o o  many. W e  know t h e  v i l l a g e  was i n  f lames.  W e  know t h a t  
t h e r e  were women and c h i l d r e n  and l i v e s t o c k  and e v e r y t h i n g  
j u s t  mixed i n  t o g e t h e r ;  i n  t h e  c o u r t y a r d s ,  a long  t h e  p a t h s ,  
on t h e  o u t s k i r t s ,  i n  t h e  d i t c h  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  t o  t h e  sou th  o f  
t h e  l i t t l e  hamle t ,  up t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  r i g h t  a long  i n  t h e  south-
e r n  p a r t  of it-. They were j u s t  a l l  o v e r ,  n o t  a l l ,  
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b u t  c e r t a i n l y  most could have been e a s i l y  d i s c e r n a b l e  
by someone f l y i n g  a t  any r ea sonab le  a l t i t u d e  j u s t  
making an e f f o r t  t o  look.  And y e t ,  you recall  s e e i n g  no 
bod ie s .  Not s e e i n g  anyth ing  o t h e r  t h a n  normal smoke 
( i n a u d i b l e )  a b a t t l e .  

(The w i t n e s s  nods i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

Now, l e t  me ask you ano the r  q u e s t i o n ,  Colone l  
LUPER. You knew t h e  body count  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  was r e -
p o r t e d  a s  128 and 3 weapons. What d i d  you t h i n k  about t h i s ?  
A t  t h e  end of t h e  day,  and you 'd  been o u t  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
now, what d i d  you r e a l l y  t h i n k ?  You went t o  t h e  evening  
b r i e f i n g .  What d i d  you t h i n k  about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I thought  t h i s  was an unusual  body count  f o r  
t h i s  number o f  weapons. However, the t y p e  enemy t h a t  w e  ' r e  
f i g h t i n g ,  t h e  VC, a g u e r i l l a  type  t h i n g ,  I'm s u r e  n o t  a l l  
t h e  people  i n  the 48th Local  Force  B a t t a l i o n  have a weapon. 
I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  many, many weapons w e r e  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  t h a t  
w e r e  s t a s h e d  away t h a t  were n o t  found. I t  does s e e m  l i k e  
an unusual  count  a g a i n s t  t h e  weapon count ,  I have t o  ag ree .  
But,  I do a l s o  s ay  t h a t  it i s  conce ivab le .  

Q= W e l l ,  t h e r e  s e v e r a l  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  a lmost  i n -  
conce ivab le .  F i r s t  of  a l l ,  t h e  b a t t l e  i t s e l f .  You say  you 've  
been i n  t h r e e  wars .  You never  saw a b a t t l e  where t h e r e  was 
nobody wounded? Where t h e r e  w a s n ' t  anybody t h a t  asked f o r  
any f i r e  suppor t ,  and you know a l l  t h o s e  r a d i o s  a v a i l a b l e  
t o  you. You have an FO down t h e r e .  There  i s  a c e r t a i n  
exc i tement .  There i s  j u s t  something t h a t  j u s t  s t r i k e s  a 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o l d i e r .  When t h e r e  i s  a b a t t l e  go ing  on,  h e  
knows it. I t ' s  t h e  way people  t a l k ,  t h e  way e v e n t s  develop.  
I t ' s  an expe r i ence  t h a t  you can" f a k e  it. I t ' s  e i t h e r  t h e r e  
o r  n o t  t h e r e .  People  a r e  e i t h e r  f i g h t i n g ,  or they  a r e  n o t  
f i g h t i n g .  And p a r t i c u l a r l y  now, when w e  have  t h e  choppers 
when you can f l y  over .  From what you can s e e  and what you 
can h e a r ,  t h e r e ' s  j u s t  something h e r e .  We've g o t  t h e  t a p e .  
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I t  d i d n ' t  r i n g  true. And then  a f t e r  something l i k e  this, 
it i s  very normal, w e  d i s c u s s  this be fo re ,  where people  
come down and t o  c o n g r a t u l a t e .  B a t t l e s ,  s u c c e s s f u l  
b a t t l e s ,  draw commanders from a l l  l e v e l s .  And t h e r e  is 
a c e r t a i n  s p i r i t  t h a t  goes on i n  t h i s  t h i n g ,  and a  
c e r t a i n  amount of p r i d e .  There ' s  no q u e s t i o n  t h a t  w e  
have p r i d e  i n  a  s u c c e s s f u l  b a t t l e .  And y e t ,  a l l  of t h e s e  
t h i n g s  s e e m  t o  be s t r a n g e l y  missing.  One g e t s  t h e  i m -
p r e s s i o n  throughout  t h i s  t h i n g  t h a t  people d i d n ' t  even 
want t o  t a l k  abou t  it, any way. They j u s t  wanted t o  f o r -  
g e t  it. None o f  t h e  normal th ings  t h a t  u sua l ly  go wi th  
a s u c c e s s f u l  b a t t l e  i n  Vietnam seem t o  have gone wi th  t h i s  
one. There were no awards, f o r  example. There were no 
awards t h a t  we know o f ,  w i th  the  except ion  of one a i r -  
c r a f t  crew from your  123d B a t t a l i o n .  And C Company, which 
r e p o r t e d  90  c a s u a l t i e s ,  had no c a s u a l t i e s  of  t h e i r  own. 
But none of  t h e s e  t h i n g s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r u c k  you one way o r  
t h e  o t h e r ?  

A. W e l l ,  much of t h i s  I d i d n ' t  even know u n t i l  you 
j u s t  now t o l d  m e .  I d i d n ' t  know t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  any awards. 
I thought I rememered reading  i n  a  l o g  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  a 
few people  wounded. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  t h e  reason.  

10: C h a r l i e  had one man wounded. H e  s h o t  him- 
s e l f  i n  t h e  f o o t ,  

A. This I had never  heard u n t i l  r e c e n t l y ,  w i th  a l l  
of t h e  p u b l i c i t y .  

Q - Bravo had t e n  men wounded, and they had two k i l l e d .  

MR WALSH: Colonel  LUPER, a f t e r  v i s i t i n g  a t  Quang Ngai 
w i t h  t h e  province  c h i e f  f o r  a whi le ,  you went t o  Duc 
Pho. Do you recall  any d i scuss ions  about t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
back a t  Duc Pho? 

A.  No. I f  I followed t h e  normal--what I normally 
d i d  i n  t h i s  t ype  t h i n q ,  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  I would have done 
would have been t o  v i s i t  the b r i g a d e  TOC. I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  
w a s  d i s c u s s i o n  going on i n  the re .  I don' t r e c a l l  pe r sona l ly  
d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  wi th  anyone. I would' ve  probably 
checked t h e  board t o  s e e  i f  anything e l s e  had been c a l l e d  
i n ,  and then  gone on t o  my own headquar te rs  which was lo-
ca ted  ac ross  t h e  a i r  s t r i p  from t h e  br igade .  
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Q Do you remember checking t h e  coordina tes  r epor ted  
f o r  the  69 k i l l e d  by a r t . i l l e r y ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know as I checked t h e  coordina tes .  
They would have been pos ted ,  the  loca t ion .  There would 
have been on a s h e e t  t h a t  s a y s ,  "Report from Task Force 
Barker,  69 k i l l e d ,  " and t h i s  number would correspond with 
t h e  l o c a t i o n  on t h e  map. 

Q- Would t h e r e  be a marking on t h e  map? 

A. yes ,  s i r .  

Q W e l l ,  you would've no t i ced  t h a t  marking t o  
have been s e v e r a l  hundred meters north of the LZ r a t h e r  
than  t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f ,  i f  t h a t  marking corresponded t o  
t h e  coordina tes  given i n  t h e  11th Brigade log? Do you 
remember anybody r a i s i n g  any ques t ions  about t h a t ?  

A.  I remember you r a i s i n g  the ques t ion .  This 
is  t h e  f i r s t  time I r e a l i z e d  t h e r e  was two r e p o r t s ,  
and t h e  discrepancy i n  the--of almost 1,000 meters.  
I may o r  may n o t  have looked a t  it t h a t  c l o s e  on t h e  
map. T h a t ' s  about 1,000 meters ,  t h e  two coordina tes  you 
gave me. 

Q- But you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  n o t i c i n g  t h a t  when you 
looked a t  it posted on t h e  board? 

A. I don ' t .  And t h e  pos t ing  on t h e  maps a r e  
n o t  always t h a t  accura te .  Some SP4 goes up and makes 
a chalk mark and w r i t e s  a number down by it, o r  grease  
a p e n c i l .  

Q - D o  you remember any d i scuss ion  of women and 
c h i l d r e n  be ing  k i l l e d ,  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  t h a t  t h a t  
a f te rnoon a t  Duc Pho? 

A. I do no t ,  s i r .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  one of t h e  r e p o r t s  
t h a t  came i n  t o  t h e  b r igade ,  and would have come up a t  
the  evening b r i e f i n g ,  t h e r e  was 10 t o  2 0 ,  10 t o  1 5 ,  some 
such f i g u r e ,  of poss ib ly  noncombatants o r  c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  
i n a d v e r t a n t l y  by a r t i l l e r y  o r  gunships,  something t o  this 
e f f e c t .  " I d o n ' t  know t h e  e x a c t  words. 
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Q You g o t  t h i s  i n  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g ?  

A.  As I r e c a l l ,  it came up i n  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g .  

10: J u s t  be fo re  t h a t ,  whi le  you were r i d i n g  
around w i . t k  Colonel HENDERSON, and anytime dur ing  t h e  morn-
i n g ,  d i d  he d i scuss  wi th  you t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he was q u i t e  con-
cerned about t h e  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s ?  

A.  No, s ir .  

Q And t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he put  a  c a l l  i n t o  
Task Force Barker t o  t e l l  them t o  s t o p  any k i l l -
i n g  and burning? 

A. No, s i r ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h i s .  I n  f a c t ,  
I was no t  aware t h a t  day t h a t  I r e c a l l  a t  a l l ,  o r  morn-
i n g ,  t h a t  t h e r e  was any i n d i c a t i o n  of unnecessary k i l l -
i n g  o r  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s .  

Q - I t  was a l l  over  t h e  a i r .  

A. I t  very w e l l  may of been, s i r ,  b u t  I must n o t  
have been on t h e  a i r  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

MR WALSH: Well, I show you an e n t r y  i n  t h e  Task Force 
Barker log ,  e n t r y  number 3 9 ,  a t  1555, which reads ,  "Company * 
B r e p o r t s  t h a t  none of t h e  VC body count r epor ted  by h i s  
u n i t  were women and ch i ld ren .  Company C r e p o r t s  t h a t  
approximately 1 0  t o  11 women and c h i l d r e n  were k i l l e d  e i t h e r  
by a r t i l l e r y  o r  gunships.  These were n o t  included i n  t h e .  
body count ."  Is t h a t  s i m i l a r  t o  what you r e c a l l  being 
covered i n  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g  a t  Duc Pho? 

A .  Yes, s ir .  

Q. There i s  no comparable e n t r y  i n  t h e  11th B r i -
gade log  f o r  16 March. Have you any i d e a  why t h a t  might 
be? 

A. I do not .  
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Q Colonel HENDERSON has t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  you inves-
t i g a t e d  where t h e  a r t i l l e r y  landed and assured  him that 
none of it landed on t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e .  Would you 
descr ibe  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. This  i s  complete news t o  me. Now, I ' m  s u r e  
t h a t  my f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  c e n t e r  checked t h e  f i r i n g  d a t a  
of t h e  b a t t e r y .  I t ' s  SOP. 

Q Why a r e  you s u r e  of t h a t ?  

A. Because it i s  Army S O P ,  you j u s t  do it. I n  
my mind, they have never missed. Whether I asked them, 
i f  it checked o u t ,  o r  whether I d i d n ' t ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  
Very l i k e l y ,  I d id .  Had it n o t  checked o u t ,  t h e r e  i s  
no doubt i n  my mind they would have t o l d  m e .  

Q. Now, j u s t  what i s  it t h a t  you a r e  checking ou t?  
Would you exp la in  t h a t  a l i t t l e  t o  me? 

A. Any time t h e  f i r i n g  b a t t e r y  f i r e d  a mission,  
they compute t h e i r  f i r i n g  d a t a  up a t ,  w e l l ,  i n  t h i s  case 
it would have been Uptight .  This informat ion  i s  a l s o  
f e d  t o  my b a t t a l i o n  headquar te r s ,  probably from t h e  
b a t t e r y  r e l a y ,  because they wouldn ' t  hear  it made, t h e  
i n i t i a l  r e q u e s t ,  The b a t t a l i o n  FDC a l s o  computed t h a t  
f i r i n g  da ta .  

Q. A 1 1  r i g h t .  Now, what I want t o  know i s  what 
these  checks were i n v e s t i g a t i n g ?  

A.  Whether o r  no t  t h e  f i r i n g  d a t a  t h a t  t h e  b a t t e r y  
f i r e d  was c o r r e c t .  

Q By c o r r e c t ,  what do you mean? 

A. I mean, they a c t u a l l y  had computed t h e  d a t a  
t h a t  went on t h e  howitzer  c o r r e c t l y .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  
ever  a s su r ing  anyone t h a t  none of those rounds landed 
i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  

Q Well, what d i d  you assu re  o f ?  
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A. I f  I a s su red  him of  any th ing ,  and t h i s  i s  
news t o  me t h a t  I a s s u r e d  him of  anything.  I f  I 
d i d ,  it w a s  t h a t  t h e  f i r i n g  d a t a  w a s  computed c o r r e c t l y  
and w a s  p u t  where t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander wanted it. 
But f o r  me t o  t e l l  him t h a t  none of  t hose  rounds landed 
i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  I ' d  have t o  be a gen ius .  I c o u l d n ' t  
a s s u r e  anyone t h a t  a round d i d n l  t l and  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  
when t h e y ' r e  f i r i n g  a p r e p  t h a t  c l o s e .  

Q Well ,  i s  it your  impress ion  t h a t  t hey  d i d  
f i r e  rounds i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I ' m  s a y i n g  t h a t  it i s  very  p o s s i b l e  t hey  
went i n t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  

Q Is i t  your tes t imony t h a t  you d i d  n o t  i n v e s t i -
g a t e  whether rounds f e l l  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  f o r  Colonel  
HENDERSON and r e p o r t  t h a t  f a c t  t o  him? 

A. I am s a y i n g  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I ' v e  
hea rd  it. 

Now, Colonel  LUPER, do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  CD
Q 
o f  Colonel  HENDERSON making any r e q u e s t  t o  you t o  i n v e s t i -
g a t e  anyth ing  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I have none whatsoever .  And t h i s ,  s i r ,  i f  I 
may say s o ,  b o t h e r s  m e  t h a t  I am a p p a r e n t l y  be ing  ques t ioned  
about  t h i n g s  t h a t  o t h e r  people  have s a i d  about m e  w i thou t  
b e n e f i t  of t h e  doubt of having a chance t o  c l a r i f y  it wi th  
them. 

Q Colonel  HENDERSON, i n  a r a t h e r  long answer t o  a 
q u e s t i o n ,  i nc luded  t h e  fo l lowing ,  "I had r e p o r t s  t h a t  
some of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  had landed i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  Colonel  
LUPER i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h i s  and a s s u r e d  me t h a t  no a r t i l l e r y  
landed on t h e  edge of t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  which Colonel  BARKER 
l a t e r  acknowledged t h a t  he had seen  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  rounds,  
b u t  he thought  he saw a b u i l d i n g  o r  two burn ing  on t h e  edge 
of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  which l e d  him t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
had perhaps  h i t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  But he could n o t  l a t e r  sub-
s t a n t i a t e  t h i s .  But t h e - a r t i l l e r y  commander and t h e  
b a t t e r y  commander, who had v i s u a l  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  c la imed t h i s  
w a s  n o t  t r u e  and a l l  of  h i s  rounds impacted i n  t h e  LZ 
which was s e v e r a l  meters away. I' 
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A .  H e  s t a t e s  t h e  b a t t e r y  commander had obser-
va t ion?  

Q e  That i s  what he s a i d .  

A .  The b a t t e r y  commander i s  s i t t i n g  on Uptight ,  
and i f  he can have observed whether o r  n o t  a round landed 
i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  h e ' s  got  t e r r i f i c  v i s i o n .  

Q. I r e a l l y  was more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h i s  
comments on what you had assured  and what i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
you made b e f o r e  g iv ing  him t h a t  information? 

A. I could n o t  have given him an assurance l i k e  
t h a t  wi thout  landing  and t ak ing  s h e l l  r e p ' s  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  
I could n o t  poss ib ly  have given him t h a t  k ind  of assurance.  

Q Did you g ive  him any assurance wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  
any aspec t  of the a r t i l l e r y  prepara t ion?  

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  g iv ing  him any assurances.  

Q Do you remember any d i scuss ion  wi th  Colonel 
HENDERSON p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h i s  s u b j e c t ?  

A.  I do no t ,  sir.  I do no t .  

Q Now, do you remember hea r ing  some a l l e g a t i o n s
made by a warrant  o f f i c e r  from t h e  123d Avia t ion  Company 
with r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  ground fo rces  i n  
My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. I do no t .  I do r e c a l l ,  due t o  my v i s i t  t o  MEDINA 
wi th  Colonel HENDERSON, t h a t  he was ques t ion ing  MEDINA. I 
gathered from t h e  conversat ion t h a t  some h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t s  had made a r e p o r t .  I was a t  LZ D o t t i e  on t h e ,  
as  I r e c a l l ,  t h e  17 th ,  when Colonel HENDERSON t a l k e d  t o  
two p i l o t s ,  one of them being THOMPSON, b u t  no t  i n  my 
presence.  Now, I d i d  no t  know what t h e i r  a l l e g a t i o n s  
were o t h e r  than  what I guessed from h i s  conversa t ion  
with MEDINA. 
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Q - He d i d  no t  speak t o  you a t  any time ~ 5 t h  
r e s p e c t  t o  what he had heard from the  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s ?  

A.  He d i d  no t ,  s ir .  

Q Did he  ever  d i r e c t  you t o  make an i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  of t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  made by t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s ?  

A. He did n o t ,  sir. 

Q Did he ever  ask you t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  any 
way i n  t h e  p repara t ion  of a r e p o r t  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  
the  a l l e g a t i o n s  of the  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ?  

A. None whatsoever,  s i r ,  and t h e  only t i m e  I e v e r  
saw the  r e p o r t  made by Colonel HENDERSON was l a t e r  when 
you showed it t o  me a t  t h i s  board. 

Q. Do you know Command Sergeant  Major KIRKPATRICK? 

A. He w a s  . i n  t h e  S3 s e c t i o n ,  as  I r e c a l l .  

Q Of t h e  11th  Brigade? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Sergeant  Major KIRKPATRICK t e s  ti£i e d  be£o r e  
. us.  He b e l i e v e s  t h a t  you were t h e  p r i n c i p a l  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  

o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  of need-
l e s s  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  by t roops of Task Force Barker? 

t 

He is  completely mistaken. I was n o t  i nA.  
any way charged wi th  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q Let  m e  read  you what he had t o  say.  

A .  That  only confirms about how b r i g h t  I thought 
he was. 

Q - The ques t ion:  

"Q. Sergeant  major, you have t o l d  us t h a t  
t h e r e  was, a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion ,  an inves-
t i g a t i o n  conducted. 
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We would l i k e  f o r  you t o  t e l l  us a11 t h a t  you can 
r e c a l l  of w h ~ n  t h i s  ques t ion  was f i r s t  r a i s e d  of 
having an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  by whom, and what a r e  t h e  
conversat ions and s t e p s  taken  t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

"A. S i r ,  I ' m  very much i n  the  dark on t h i s  in-  
v e s t i g a t i o n  exac t ly .  I know t h a t  Colonel LUPER was 
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  a s s i s t e d  by 
Major MCKNIGHT,  a s  I r e c a l l .  I d i d  n o t  s e e  the  
r e p o r t .  I t  was kept  very much under wraps. I had 
knowledge t h e  r e p o r t  went o u t ;  it was hand-car-
r i e d  t o  d i v i s i o n .  The r e p o r t  i t s e l f  covered, 
and t h i s  i s  from conversa t ion  w i t h  t h e  S3, Major 
MCKNIGHT, who a t  t imes,  w e l l ,  by e s s e n t i a l i t i e s ,  
my be ing  h i s  opera t ion  se rgean t ,  p r i n c i p l e  NCO 
underneath him, d iscussed  t h i s  with me, b u t  only 
b r i e f l y ,  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a  h e l i -  
cop te r  p i l -o t ,  M r .  THOMPSON, had chal lenged t h e  
body count,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we were haphazardly-- 
t h e  s o l d i e r s  of t h e  11th  were haphazardly shoot-
i n g  c i v i l i a n s  f o r  t h e  sake of body count. And 
t h i s  i s  b a s i c a l l y  what he explained t o  me, t h a t  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was, and t h a t  they had i n v e s t i -  
ga ted  it, and t h a t  they found, t o  t h e  b e s t  of my 
knowledge, the  r e p o r t  t o  be n o t  t r u e .  And t h e  
r e p o r t  was hand-carr ied t o  d i v i s i o n .  Who i n  d iv i -  
s i o n  a c t u a l l y  rece ived  t h e  r e p o r t ,  I have no know- 
ledge o f . "  

H e  a l s o  s a i d ,  i n  answer t o  t h e  next  ques t ion:  

"Q. Did you ever  s e e  t h e  paper t h a t  appointed 
Colonel LUPER a s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ?  

"A. NO, sir." 

A. I ' m  s u r e  he d i d n ' t .  There never was one. 

Q- So it i s  your testimony t h a t  Sergeant  Major 
KIRKPATRICK is  t o t a l l y  i n  e r ror - -  

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  Completely i n  e r r o r .  I never 
even saw theo i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  I say again,  u n t i l  t h i s  board 
showed it t o  me. I t  was t h e  f i r s t  t ime I ever  saw t h e  
r e p o r t .  

(LUPER) 103 APP T-13 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q - Now, j u s t  a moment. You have. r e fe rence  
t o  a r e p o r t  t h a t  you were shown by t h i s  board. May 
I have R-1,  p l ease?  

(Recorder d i d  as he was requested.)  

I show you a copy of  t h e  document t h a t  
you were shown when you were h e r e  before ,  i n  December, 
and which you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had never seen 
before .  I f  you w i l l  look a t  t h a t ,  you w i l l  n o t i c e  
t h a t  t h a t  makes no r e f e r e n c e  t o  any a l l e g a t i o n s  by 
Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON. 

(MR WALSH handed Exh ib i t  R-1  t o  t h e  wi tness  .) 

(The wi tness  examined the  document.) 

10: I t  shows up i n  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  l i n e s  on t h e  
f i r s t  page. 

MR WALSH: The p o i n t  being,  Colonel LUPER, t h a t  Sergeant  
Major KIRKPATRICK i s  t a l k i n g  about a r e p o r t  dea l ing  wi th  
Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON'S a l l e g a t i o n s  of need less ly  
shoot ing  c i v i l i a n s  f o r  t h e  sake of body count. 

A. Is t h e r e  another  r e p o r t ?  I ' v e  never seen  
one. 

Q • You know of any such r e p o r t ?  . 

A. T h a t ' s  the  reason I ' m  asking you, s ir .  I 
have never seen  one. This i s  t h e  only one t h a t  I s a w ,  
and I saw it h e r e  a t  t h i s  board. 

Q Do you have any knowledge of any l e t t e r ,  
r e p o r t ,  communication made by Colonel HENDERSON o r  
any o t h e r  o f f i c e r  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s ,  e i t h e r  
made by t h e  warrant  o f f i c e r  o r  mat ters  which you over  
heard being d iscussed  i n  the f i e l d  between Captain 
MEDINA and Colonel HENDERSON? 
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A. I know of no r e p o r t  o t h e r  than t h i s  one, s i r .  Or 
any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o t h e r  than  t h e  one Colonel HENDERSON evi -
den t ly  conducted, and the  only p a r t  of t h a t  I heard was a p a r t  
of h i s  conversa t ion  with MEDINA. There was no o t h e r  t a l k  t o  
me about any i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  about any a l l e g a t i o n s  by t h i s  war- 
r a n t  o f f i c e r  o r  anyone e l s e .  The f i r s t  t ime I ever  heard 
of any war crimes,  o r  anything t h a t  looked l i k e  a war crime, 
was when I read  it i n  t h e  newspaper a few months ago when 
t h i s  t h i n g  broke. 

Q. How about v i o l a t i o n  of r e g u l a t i o n s ?  

A. I know of no v i o l a t i o n  of r e g u l a t i o n s  e i t h e r ,  s i r .  

Q -
us 

I t a k e  it, then,  t h a t  your testimony i s  as  you gave 
i n  December, t h a t  you had no knowledge, except  what you 

overheard,  and surmised from what you overheard,  between 
Colonel HENDERSON and Captain MEDINA wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  any in -  
v e s t i g a t i o n ,  any i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  o r  v i o l a t i o n s  of r egu la t ions  
o r  war crimes o r  anything e l s e  t h a t  may have taken p lace  on 
March 16th? I n  o t h e r  words, nothing has  occurred t o  you i n  
the  meantime t o  change your testimony i n  t h a t  r e spec t?  

A. S i r ,  I ' v e  gone over  t h i s  i n  my mind a hundred t imes.  
I probably s l e p t  2 hours l a s t  n i g h t ,  going back through t h i s  
th ing .  I have t o l d  you everything I hones t ly  know about it. 

I0: Do you make it a h a b i t  of reading  the  ~ m e r i c a l  News 
Sheet? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I probably read it almost every day. 

Q. Le t  me r e f e r  t h i s  one t o  you. This  i s  Exhibi t  
M-23, da ted  17 March. 

(I0 handed e x h i b i t  t o  wi tness . )  

NOW, I would j u s t  ask you t o  look a t  t h e  t h i r d  
paragraph i n  t h e  r i g h t  column and you g e t  down 69 k i l l e d  
by a r t i l l e r y .  

(The witnesses  examined the document. ) 

A.  YesI sir.  
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Q And j u s t  t o  show you a few more problems with 
r e s p e c t  t o  g e t t i n g  down t o  what t h e  r e a l  s i t u a t i o n  i s ,  i f  
you w i l l  look a t  t h e  l a s t  couple of l i n e s  i n  t h e  paragraph 
above it. ' 

A. Above i t ?  

Q Above it. 

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d . )  

Do you s e e  t h a t ?  

(The wi tness  nods i n  t h e  a f f i rma t ive . )  

I was j u s t  using t h a t  t o  p o i n t  o u t ,  t h a t  t h i s  has  
nothing t o  do wi th  you, but  I p o i n t  t h i s  ou t  t o  you. This 
p a r t i c u l a r  a r t i c l e  has 35 coming i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ;  t h e  log  
repor ted  35 going ou t .  There ' s  q u i t e  a b i t  of d i f f e r e n c e ,  
you see?  

A. Yes. 

Q Now I w i l l  show you t h e  paper of t h e  11th  Brigade 
and r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h i s  same s u b j e c t ,  about t h e  6 9 .  Look i n  
t h e  r i g h t  column a t  t h e  bottom paragraph ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  Exh ib i t  

t h e  TRIDENT) . 
(The wi tness  d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d . )  

Can you explain--give any l o g i c a l  explanat ion  of 
t h a t ?  

A. I cannot ,  sir.  I agree,  they do n o t  j i b e .  

Q How many people was i t ,  again ,  t h a t  you s a i d  t h a t  
you heard were c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  were k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  and 
o r  gunships? 

A. I t  seems t o  me, s i r ,  the  f i g u r e  was something l i k e  
10 t o  20, 10 t o  15,  1 0  t o  20, I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Did you ever  t a l k  over with Colonel HENDERSON t h e  
d e s i r a b i l i t y  of making an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t ?  
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A. I d i d  not ,  sir.  

Q - You knew you k i l l e d  some c i v i l i a n s ,  n o t  you, b u t  
your a r t i l l e r y  k i l l e d  some c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. Well, I--
Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You weren ' t  s u r e ,  b u t  a t  l e a s t  
you' d  rece ived  t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  America1 Divis ion r e g u l a t i o n  
i n  t h i s  regard? 

A. Yes, s i r .  I t  w a s  my judgment t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  an 
a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t ,  and I f e e l  t h a t  my judgment was con-
curred  i n  by d i v i s i o n  s i n c e  a  r e p o r t  d i d  go t o  divis ion--  

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  No r e p o r t  went t o  d i v i s i o n .  

A.  I s a i d  the  r e p o r t  t h a t  came t o  b r igade ,  I f e e l  
c e r t a i n l y  would have gone t o  d iv i s ion .  

Q - It  d i d n ' t  come t o  br igade .  Tha t ' s  one of those 
th ings  we wanted t o  ask you about. I t  i s n ' t  i n  t h e  br igade 
log;  it i s n ' t i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  log. 

A.  Then, t h e r e  i s  one o t h e r  p l a c e  t h a t  it had t o  g e t  
t h e r e ,  and t h a t ' s  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  ( i n d i c a t i n g  Exhibi t  R - 1 ) .  

Q - That  was over a  month l a t e r ,  

A.  Yes, s ir .  But even a t  t h i s  t ime, no one a t  d i v i s -  
ion  r a i s e d  t h e  ques t ion  of an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t ,  and I f e e l  
t h a t  they must have made t h e  same judgment I d i d ,  s i r .  

Q - I r e f e r  you h e r e  t o  the  America1 Divis ion l e t t e r ,  
Subject :  " I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of A r t i l l e r y  Inc iden t s ,  " dated 
15 January 6 8 ,  and I c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  paragraph 2. 
This is Exhibi t  D - 1 4 .  

(The wi tness  examines t h e  document. ) 
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q You w i l l  n o t e  t h a t  it s a y s ,  "Al l  a r t i l l e r y
f i r e  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  i nvo lve  i n j u r y  o r  dea th  t o  U.S., a l l i e d ,  
o r  RVN m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l ,  o r  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  , , w i l l  be  
i n v e s t i g a t e d  i n  accordance wi th  t h e  above r e f e r e n c e s .  " 
I t  l eaves  no doubt  t h a t  i f  you have a Vietnamese c i v i l i a n  
i n j u r e d  o r  dead t h a t  i t  i s  an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t .  

A .  There i s  a doubt i n  my mind t h a t  a r t i l l e r y  d i d  t h i s .  

Q T h i s  is why w e  have t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  t o  f i n d  o u t  what 
happened. You have t a l k e d  about 1 0  t o  p o s s i b l y  2 0  k i l l e d  by 
a r t i l l e r y  o r  some o t h e r  means. You're n o t  s u r e  i n  your own 
mind. T h a t ' s  why you have i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  I f  an American had 
been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  down t h e r e ,  you 'd  be o b l i g a t e d  t o  con-
duc t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  i f  an a l l i e d ,  RVN pe r sonne l ,  o r  Vietna-
mese c i v i l i a n .  Tha t  ' s  what it s a y s .  

(The w i t n e s s  c o n f e r r e d  wi th  h i s  counse l . )  

A. I n  my judgment t h i s  was n o t  an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t .  

Q When you a r r i v e d  back a t  t h e  TOC t h a t  a f t e r n o o n ,  
I t a k e  it you d i d  undoubtedly walk i n t o  t h e  TOC w i t h  Colonel  
HENDERSON? 

A. The b r i g a d e  TOC? 

Q o  Yes. Do  you remember going i n ?  

A. . I dont  t remember going i n ,  b u t  I ' m  s u r e  I d i d .  
I t  was normal p rocedure  t o  go up t h e r e  as soon as w e  
re turned .  

Q. There w a s  e v i d e n t l y  q u i t e  a b i t  of exc i tement  
t h e r e .  You know, ve ry  f r a n k l y ,  from what we can g a t h e r ,  t h e r e  
were people  over  t h e r e  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  TOC o f f i c e r .  You re-
member was Capta in  HENDERSON. We have t a l k e d  t o  him; I ' m  s u r e  
you know him? 

A .  I know him, b u t  I d o n ' t  recall  t h a t  he  was t h e  du ty  
man a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  though.  

Q Also,  Se rgean t  Major GERBERDING had been t h e r e  
e a r l i e r  t h a t  morning, and KIRKPATRICK had been t h e r e ,  and t h e r e  
was a l o t  of conve r sa t ion  t h a t  went on between b r i g a d e  and t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e ,  t o  t r y  t o  g e t  some t h i n g s  s t r a i g h t e n e d  o u t .  And 
t h e s e  people  were a l l  keyed up,  from every  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  
w e  can g e t ,  and I j u s t  wonder what you a p p r e c i a t i o n  w a s  
when you walked i n .  
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A. I r e c a l l  t h e r e  was a l o t  of conversat ion between 
t h e  t a sk  f o r c e  and them, a s  t h e r e  would be i n  an opera t ion .  
And the  people seemed a l i t t l e  b i t  e x c i t e d  about body count.  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  how long I s tayed t h e r e .  A s  a r u l e ,  I depar t  
from t h e r e  q u i t e  s h o r t l y ,  and go back t o  my own headquarters .  
But as  t o  any p a r t i c u l a r  conversat ion,  I do no t  r e c a l l  i t ,  
sir.  

Q* I have he re  a l e t t e r .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask you i f  you saw 
t h i s  a t  any t ime,  o r  i f  anybody d iscussed  t h e  contents  of t h i s  
wi th  you. This could be Colonel HENDERSON; it could be one 
of t h e  o t h e r  s e n i o r  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s .  This i s  a paper ,  dated 11 
Apr i l  6 8 ,  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  of Son Tinh t o  t h e  province 
c h i e f ,  Exh ib i t  M-29. The Vietnamese ve r s ion  i s  a t tached t o  
it. You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  it i s  a t r u e  copy of t h e  t r a n s -
l a t i o n .  

(The wi tness  was handed t h e  document and examined 
it.) 

A. No, s ir .  

Q We have information t h a t  a t  l e a s t  a copy of t h a t  
was i n  t h e  headquar ters  of t h e  11th  Brigade. I d o n ' t  know 
t h e  v e r a c i t y  of it, b u t  t h e r e  a r e  i n d i c a t i o n s  from wi tnesses  
t h a t  it was t h e r e .  My ques t ion  I wish t o  ask you i s ,  who 
was aware of i t ?  

A. I was n o t  aware of i t ,  s i r .  

Q I show you another  document. I have h e r e  a docu-
ment. I f  you r e c a l l ,  R-2 had a so -ca l l ed  s ta tement  i n  it 
of 1 4  Apr i l .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  Give me R-2,  R-1 I ' m  
s o r r y .  Remember see ing  t h a t  paper? 

(The I0 handed t h e  e x h i b i t  t o  t h e  wi tness  . )  

I t ' s  j u s t  one page, t h a t ' s  a l l .  

A. No, sir .  

Q You were shown t h a t  paper t h e  l a s t  t ime you were 
i n  he re .  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any f i g u r e s  such as t h a t .  
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Q Now, c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h a t  pape r ,  I have h e r e  
a  paper  t h a t  i s  very  c l o s e l y  a k i n  t o  it. This  i s  a t r u e  copy 
of t h i s  paper ,  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same paper  w i t h  a s i g n a t u r e  on 
it. This  i s  E x h i b i t  M-30. a 

(The w i t n e s s  was handed t h e  document and examined 
it.) 

T h a t ' s  p r e t t y  ha rd  t o  r ead .  You j u s t  look a t  t h e  
s i g n a t u r e  b lock ,  and then  go t o  t h e  nex t  page,  and then  you 
w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  i t ' s  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  o t h e r  one t h a t  you 've  
s een .  

A. No s i r ,  I have n o t  seen  t h i s .  

Q I have h e r e  E x h i b i t  M-33, b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same p i e c e  
of  propaganda t h a t  i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  R-1 ,  which you have seen  

d 
;11 

some t i m e  ago. I would l i k e  you aga in  t o  look a t  i t ,  look a t  .T 
t h e  Vietnamese v e r s i o n .  This  i s  an i n t e r c e p t ,  and we know, f o r  Ul 
example, t h a t  t h i s  i n t e r c e p t  w a s  p icked  up by t h e  Vietnamese, 
p u t  i n  Vietnamese, and was subsequent ly  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  Eng-
l i s h .  And we a l s o  know t h a t  cop ies  of it were i n  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  
and a l s o  we know t h a t  cop ie s  of it were i n  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  
headqua r t e r s .  W e  a l s o  know t h a t  some of  t h e  Vietnamese i n  your  
own headqua r t e r s  had heard  t h e  b r o a d c a s t .  Would you look a t  
t h a t ,  t hen  look a t  t h e  Engl i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n ?  You might look a t  
it very qu ick ly .  The Engl i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n  i s  on t o p  of it i n -
s t e a d  of i n  back of  it. 

A. I see. 

(The w i t n e s s  examined t h e  document-. ) 

Q Now, t h a t  f i r s t  page i s  r a t h e r  b land .  I t ' s  t h e  
same o l d  t i r a d e  t h a t  you've heard  many t imes ,  b u t  i f  you look 
a t  t h e  second page,  it s t a r t s  t o  change i t s  tone .  

A .  I ' v e  never  s een  t h i s  b e f o r e ,  s i r .  Other  than--

Q • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Again, I know t h a t  more than  one copy, 
a t  l e a s t  one copy of t h i s ,  was i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  headqua r t e r s .  I 
have h e r e  ano the r  n o t i c e  from t h e  Quang Ngai Na t iona l  L i b e r a t i o n  
F ron t  Committee, da t ed  2 8  March 1968. This  has  been e n t e r e d  
i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  as M - 3 5 .  I f  you w i l l  look a t  t h e  back one,  

(LUPER) 110 APP T-13 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

you w i l l  see t h e  Vietnamese v e r s i o n .  I t  t a k e s  an odd format ,  
w i t h  t h e  Eng l i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n  on t o p .  

(The w i t n e s s  was handed t h e  document and examined 
it. 1 

You e v e r  seen  anyth ing  comparable t o  t h a t ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q- I have one o t h e r  q u e s t i o n  I would l i k e  t o  ask you,
and I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  about t h e  end of  my q u e s t i o n i n g .  When we 
w e r e  i n  South Vietnam, we looked over  a l l  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  
and un ique ly  enough, t h e  on ly  p l a c e  where w e  could f i n d  anyth ing  
i s  i n  t h e  Vietnamese headqua r t e r s .  So we p ick  up Vietnamese 
documents, and p e r i o d i c a l l y ,  w e  s tumble  on a document i n  an 
American headqua r t e r s .  

W e  ha& very  l i t t l e  succes s  i n  t h e  America1 D i -
v i s i o n ,  e x c e p t  p iqk ing  up SOP'S and r e g u l a t i o n s  and t h i n g s  
such as t h a t .  The l o g s  were gone. The d e s t r u c t i o n  s l i p s  
w e r e  gone. We have t h e  same s o r t  of  s i t u a t i o n  a t  t h e  l l t h  
Brigade.  Nobody knows f o r  s u r e  where t hey  went ,  what t ime they  
went ,  how they  went;  b u t  t h e  f a c t  remains ,  they  ' r e  gone. We 
a l s o  looked o v e r  t h e  l o g  of t h e  l l t h  A r t i l l e r y ,  and uniquely  
enough, t h e  d a t e o f  16 March was absen t .  I wonder i f  you 
can  t e l l  my why? 

A. I have no i d e a ,  s i r .  I took no documents whatsoever  
from t h a t  u n i t ,  i n c l u d i n g  an SOP; I have a b s o l u t e l y  no th ing  
from it. And I had a b s o l u t e l y  no reason  t o  do away wi th  any 
r eco rds .  

Q The l o g s  are t h e r e .  One page i s  gone; one d a t e ,  
t l e  16 th .  They ' re  j e rked  o u t .  

A .  No reason  i n  t h e  world  do I have f o r  t h a t ,  s i r .  
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Q Well, now you can s t a r t  t o  unders tand some of  
t h e  dilemma. 

3 

A. . I c e r t a i n l y  do, sir.  

Q - Colonel ,  w e  a p p r e c i a t e  you coming i n .  I f  you 
c a r e  t o  make a s t a t e m e n t  of any v a r i e t y ,  o r  t o  ask any ques-
t i o n s ,  we w i l l  t r y  t o  answer them f o r  you. 

A. No s i r ,  I have no s ta tement .  Again, I guess my 
memory h a s n ' t  impressed anyone, b u t  I have been a s  hones t  
a s  I can. Am I r e l e a s e d  t o  iny duty s t a t i o n ,  s i r ?  

Q Yes. I do want t o  cau t ion  you, aga in ,  t h a t  you
have been ordered  t h a t  you a r e  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your tes t imony 
h e r e  wi th  o t h e r s .  I t h i n k  you have a l ready  appeared b e f o r e  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  subcommittee of t h e  House Armed Se rv ices  
Committee? 

A. I have,  s ir .  

10. W e l l ,  i n  the e v e n t  they  c a l l  you aga in ,  o r  any o t h e r  
comparable l e g i s l a t i v e  body c a l l s  you, your appearance h e r e  
w i l l  i n  no way p rec lude  o r  prevent  you from t e s t i f y i n g .  

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r ecessed  a t  1523 hours ,  12 February 
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