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| BROCEEDINGS
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session and

the Prosecution may proceed. '

M 'MAJOR KERR: Sir, all members of the Commission are
| ,pfesent. The*ACcusédvand Defense Cpunsel are present. We
wi;i proceed. . y

CAPTAIN CALYER: If the Commission please, at the
conclusion of yesterday's seéaion there was offered into
evidence an affidavit of Major David V. Binkley, as
Prosecution's Exhibit 317.

At that time the Commission requested the Item
numbers from the Bill of Particulars as to the various para-
graphs in that affidavit,

On the first page the paragraph beginning: "On 7
February'1945," that being the third paragraph and the two
paragraphs immediately following refer to Item No. 93.

The last paragraph on that page beginning: "On 15
February 1945," refers to Item No. 101. On page 2, the
paragraph beginning: "On 13 February 1945," refers to
Item No. 17.

The next par;graph refers to Item No. 25.

The third paragraph on that page beginning: "At '
Fort Santiago," refers to Item No. 52.

| On the third page the first paragraph refers to
Item No. 60 and the next paragraph refers to Item No. 31.

Those are all of the paragraphs 1n.wh1ch evidence
of thése various atrocities have been given.

GENERAL QEYNOLDS: Very well.

CAPTAIN REEL: ¢Sir, relative to the exhibit marked
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317, the second full paragraph on page 2 is objected to
by the Defense. The rest bf the statement seems to be a
statement as to what the deponent saﬁ; But the second para-
graph on pagé 2 is a statement as to whnt was told to him
by some other. parson.
| We object to the second paragraph on page 2 as being
a statement that is ;ncampotent and 1rrolevant.
GENERAL REYNOLDS: What words does the paragraph
open.withf |
CAPTAIN REEL: The paragraph opens with: ,
"Accompanied by Francisco Del Rosario, Funeral
Director of the City_of -- " and S0 forth,
The first sentence is not objectionable, it merely
tells of a visit. From there on there is a statement of a
third party.
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The comments of counsel are noted.
The statement will be permitted to remain in the record for
such probative value as the Commission may award to it,
(Prosecution Exhibit No. 317 for
identification was received in
evidence.)
GENERAL REYNOLDS: Are there other comments?
CAPTAIN REEL: Do I understand that at this time
we are to raise any question we may have relative to the
repbgt of investigation of the Intramuros atrocities,'whioh
was offered, I belleve, in an exhibit yesterday afternqon?
GENERAL REYNOLDS: If you wish you may do so at this
time. y
: CAPTAIN REEL: First, sir, I have a comment to make
about the full substance of this exhibit. I might say that
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fhe Defense objects to 1ts admission. The exhibit consists
in its body of a number of étafements, some of those
stateﬁents are of persons who have beén on the stand in
this heafing. ‘The statements in some respects, although we
have not héd tiﬁe to point out exactly the paragraph and
page number,'differ.from the statements g;vén on the stand
which ware.subject to cross-eiamination. We feel that 1t‘
is highly improper for the Commission to receive statements
of persons who have been on the stand.

fecondly, we object in particular to the conclusions
which are drawn in the documeht and in particular to the
eight-page letter which, I believe, is the first thing in
the document; the copy I have here is not the original.
That is the letter: "Headquarters XIV Corps, Office of
the Adjutant General, APO 453," dated 5 April 1945. No.
AG 383.5.

This letter, sir, includes conclusions which are
not supported by the testimony and which have not been
supported by any testimony on the stand and which, I submit,
is the function of the Commission to draw those conclusions.

It is not the function of any investigator. This
letter 1s not in any sense‘a dispassionate report.

. Now, the report of the War Crimes Commissién, which
has come 1h in the proof of a number of particulars, which
" we also objected to, nevertheless did have merit,appearing
to be in some respects a dlspassionate report. |

It will be noted that this letter was written on
5 April, while the war was still on. It was written more

than a month before VE Day. It will also be noted, as
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typifying the spirit of the letter, that paragraph 34 speaks

of the kind of a‘war‘that the Japanese High Command intends
to fight and the entire spirit of thé letter and purpbse
of 1t, I suppose,'would come under the heading of I and E,
Intelligence and Education,' it would be propaganda, but
not a dispassionate report.

Now, specifically, coﬁclusions are drawn, for
example, in paragraph 15 of the letter which is on page 3
and paragraph 15 says in part: "* * * But the facts docu-
mented in this report are amply convincing to the investiga-
ting officer that the destruction of Intramuros, the
slaughter of most of its male inhabitants over 14 years of
age and the fiendish abuse of its women was not only counten-
aced by the Japanese command, but planned in advénce and
diabolically carried out under supervision of officers."

That is a conclusion which goes to the very essence
of this case. It is a conclusion that the Commission 1is
to draw and I submit that not only is it out of place here,
but it is preposterous, There is nothing here to back up
the rather astounding declaration that "fiepdish abuse of
its women was not only countenanced by the Japanese, but
planned in advance and diabolically carried out under
supervision of officers." There is nothing here to show
that that éctually was a part of a plan. It would seem to
" be, to put it mildly, physiologically difficult.

I might also point out, sir, that throughout the
course of this report there is the tale of at least one
'Japanesé soldier who was either drunk or crazy and who ran

around waving his sword and even cutting himself up. To
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say that is contémplated by the high command is a'conclugion

. not supported by the evidence. Basically all the conclusions

here are the functions of'tbe~Commission and not of any
investigator. |

~ Again, péragrabhs 19, 20, 25, 31 and 34 contaih not
only in some cases conclugions, but in some cases conjecture
as to the fact involved.

May I summarize it simply, sir, by saying this: We
object, first, to the entire document on the grounds that
it contains statements of witnesses who have been on the
sfand. If that objection is overruled, we object more
strenuously to the inclusion in the document of the letter
dated 5 April 1945, as stating conclusions and conjecture
and opinion.

MAJOR KERR: If the Commission please, the Prosecu-
tion believes that this document is of special significance
because as far as we know it is the first, the earliest
authentic smd rather thorough-going report on the atrocities
which were committed\in this city.

It must be borne in mind, sir, that is, the men who
made this investigation and this report were men who were
here on the ground when this area was liberated. Their
conclusions are based not only upon the statements which
are included in the investigation report, statements of
others whom they interviewed, but also obviously upon
their own observations, their own personal knowledge.

I submit, sir, this should be very helpful to the
Commission and that the conclusions, as Counsel refers to

them, of the Adjutant General who is making this official report
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through the Commanding General of the XIV Corps, may be
deemed conclusions of an expert witness because his men were
here, |
Thg XIV Corps was in this area and it appears
affirmgtively on the face of this document that it is based
very iargely,upon the porSonal obser§ations and experiences
of the men who were making the investigation, the men who
were heré in the city.
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The document under discussion is
a letter forwarded: '"Headquarters, XIV Corps, Office of
the Ad jutant General, APO 453," which was signed by Colonel
James T. Walsh, Adjutant General's Department, and approved
by Lieutenant General O, W, Griswold, the Corps Commander.
| It is an official report. The objections of Counsel
are not sustained., The document is accepted into evidence
for such probative value as the Commission may award to it,
CAPTAIN REEL: Sir, inasmuch as the document is now
accepted into evidence we now have the prerogative of
requesting that certain paragraphs of the letter be stricken
or not considered by the Commission. We ask that paragraph
15 on page 3 be stricken from the evidence. It is apparently
on the document as offered, it is page 4, it is a typewritten
No. 3 but a pencilled written 4 in the right-hand corner.
MAJOR KERR: Sir, as I said a moment ago, the
Prosecution believes that the conclusions stated by the
investigating officer are of material valué and they do
have the weight of being the conclusions of men who saw the
results firsthand on the scene of this diabolical butchery.
CAPTAIN REEL: Sir, there is no pretense on the part
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of the signer of this letter to be any kind of an expert
witness. It is purely a report.of an investigation. It
is the conclusion that shouid be drawn or should not be
drawn,'as the case gight be, by this Commission, '

Certainly there is nothing competent about it and
1t is prejudicial. ' |

GENERAL REYNOIDS: The comments of counsel are noted.
The paragraph in question, like all other evidence, must
be weighed by the Commission for such probative value as
.1t may deem to possess. The objection to this paragraph
No. 15 is not sustained.

CAPTAIN REEL: fir, may we call your attention to
paragraph -- may I have the Commission's indulgence for a
moment? " o

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Very well.

CAPTAIN REEL: Pgragraph 19, pencilled number
page 5, typewritten page 4, speaks of the foregoing official
translations from an extract from an order of the Kobayashi
group, dated 13 Februery 1945.

We wish to call the Commission's attention to the
fact that in another place in this document, at least I am
so informed; what I have here, sir, is a copy of the same
document so far as I know, and underbdate of 10 March 1945,
Lieutenant Colonel Fred D. Crowther, Signal Corps Officer,
Headquarters, XIV Corps, certifies as follows:

"I certify thet the message included in the
attached text of broadcast Headquarters XIV Corps

ATIS Advance Echelon, 6 March 1945, was transmitted

on a radio circuit to the Japanese forces. The
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transmission ﬁas on thelfrequency of the Japanese

radio circuit and before transmission the XIV Corps

radio operator exchanged.operator's procedure with
the Japanese station. Through this interchange of
transmission and the fact that the message was sent
in clear text there is reasohable assurance that the
message was received." ‘

Now, it is apparent, sir, that there is no clear
evidence that this particular order came from the Kobayashi
group (Heidan).

It is a well known fact that there has been or will
be evidence that guerrilla units were using short-wave
radios and other radios and were tuned in on the Japanese
wave lengths. The paragraph 19 goes far beyond the
exhibit which is on page 19 and is a conclusion entirely un-
supported by the evidence.

We will ask that paragraph 19 on page 5 or on page
4 be deleted. _ ‘

CAPTAIN CLLYER: If the Commission please, may I
point out that paragraph 19 on page 4 and page 19 feferred
to by Defense Counsel have absolutely no connection.

Paragraph 19 and paragraph 18 on page 4 typewritten,
and page 5 pencilled, are supported by an extract which
appears on page 17 and is a certified tranglation of a
- captured document referred to in paragraph 18 of page 5
pencilled.

It is a message referred to on page 19, referred to
" by Defense Counsel and is the message shown on page 16 of

the document.
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CAPTAIN,REEL: I don't so understand it, sir, because
.. page 19 says -- pardon me. Paragraph 19 says:
"The foregoiné qfficial translation," and, the
forggoing.is quite obviously paragraph 18, which is
simply a quote of the documgnt which is on page 17 and which
is referred to on page 193 I don't see any question about
that,

CAPTAIN CALYER: Defense Counsel is correct, sir,
in stating that parggraph 18 is the same as the document
on page 17, but page 19 does not refer to page 17 but
réther to page 16. The radio brdadcast is what I am
referring to .

GENERAL REYNOLDS: So it seems. It seems that it
is a question of fact, as far as the Commission is con-
cerned, and it is clearly established by a reading of
paragraphs 18 and 19 and the document to which they refer,
which appears later in this volume, that seems obvious
from a reading of it.

The Commission interrupts to say that since this is
a long document there is no need to settle all of it at
this time. It seems wiser to suggest that counsel make a
sfudy of the entire document and- provide the Commission a
statement in writing of the specific comments they wish
to have considered, which may be done at anytime.

CA?TAIN REEL: We will be glad to do so, sir.

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: Sir, at this time I would like to
take up three items in the Bill of Particulars, paragraphs
77, 88 and 89; the reason for requesting those three items
'to be submitted at one time is that they will be established
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by one witness. They are connected and I feel it would
be'quicker and more orderly to present them together,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Very well;
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RICHARD M, SAKAKIDA

called as a witneis on behalf of the Prosecution, being
first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows:

© > O P O PP O P O P O B O B> O > O

| DIRECT EXAMINATION
(By Captain Webster) Please state your name.

,Richard Sakakida.

Your age?

25,

Your nationality?

American,

Where were you born?

Hawaii.,

Were your parents of Japanese birth?

Yes, sir.

Are you what is commonly known as a "Nisei'"?
Yes, sir.

Are you now in the United States Army?

Yes, sir,

When did you join the United States Army?
13th of March, 1941,

Where did you serve in the United States Army at the

time the Japanese invaded the Philippine Islands?

> O > O » O »

In the Philippines.

Whereabouts in the Philippines?

Corregidor,

Whgt was your rank in the American ArmyAat that time?
Technical sergeant.

Were you Eaptured by the Japanese forces?

Yes, sir.
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Q When you were capturodlby the Japanese forces,. did you
inform them that you were in the United States Army? |
A No, sir. o

Q Why didn't you inform them?

A My superior officers told me that they understood

that all Nisei boys of Japanese ancestry caught in the United
States Army will be executéd.'

Q And what did you tell the Japanese that you were?
A Civilian interpreter.
Q And was your name submitted to the Japanese by our

forces in that capacity?
A Yes, sir.
Q What did the Japanese then do with you?
A They confined me at Corregidor for six months after
surrender.
And then where did they take you?
I was taken to 01d Bilibid Prison.

Q
A
Q Did they lodge any charges of any kind against you?
A Yes, sir,

Q What was that?

A They tried to put me through court martial for

trsason against the Japanese Government.

Q And why didn't they try you for treason?
A They found out that my citizenship was of an American
citizen.

f Q What did the Japanese thereafter do with jou?

\/ A They took me to the general headquarters and put me

to work as interpreter.

Q When did they first put you to work as an interpreter?
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A In Fsbruary, 1943.
Q How long diq you work as an interpreter for the
Japanese? | _ ‘ »
A Until thggsurrender in September '45,

Q And in wHiat headquarters were you working as an in-
terpreter? ' “’ o
A The headquarters of General Yamashita,
Q In what section of the headquarters of General
Yamashita?

Aa Judge Advocate's office.

Q Does that section cbrrespond with what we call the
Judge Advocate General's department of the American army?
A Yes, sir.

Q What was General Yamashita's headquarters known as?
A The 14th area headquarters.

Q Was it army headquarters?

A Yes, sir.

Q When did General Yamashita come to the Philippine

Islands?

A In October, 1945,

Q Was it in the first part of October or the latter part?
THE WITNESS: I beg your pardon; October, 1944.
CAPTAIN WEBSTER: Will you read the question, please?
(QUESTION READ.)

A I can't remember the date exactly, but it was some=-

time before the 10th of October.

Q (By Captain Webster) How did you know that General

Yamashita came to the Philippines at that time?'

A Well, they had everyone of the general headquarters out
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to welcome the general alongside the road.

A

Well, why did they_gather-everyone alongside the road?
Well, it was the general's arrival, and they wanted

the entire staff of the general headquarters to welcome

the general,

Q
A
- Q
A
Q

. Were you there?

Yes, sir.
Did you see General Yamshita at that time?
Yes, sir,

Now, as to your capacity with the Japanese, were you

in their army?

> O > O > O > O = O P O > O >

No, sir.
Were you a civilian?
I was civilian attached.
How long did General Yamashita remain in Manila?
Until December of 1945.
Do you reeall the -~ is that 1945 or 1944%
'44; pardon me.
Do you recall the date in December?
It;was on the 28th of December.
How long did you remain in Manila at his headquarters?
Until the same date, sir.
Where did you go?
Up to Baguio.
Was the headquarters removed to Baguio at that time?
The main section of the headq;arters was removed to
Baguio.
Q ’How long did the headquarters remain in Baguio?
A We were there until April of '45.
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Q And then where did you go?

A _ From there we headed for Kiangan.

Q Did you remain there until-the surrender in September
of 19457

A Yes, sir.

Q Noﬁ, with reference to your duties in the Judge Ad-
vocate's section of General Yamashita's headquarters, what
were they?

A To interpret in various court martials.

Q Did you assist in and around the officec in any other
capacity?

A Well, I assisted them in mimeographing, mimeograph

work and other ordinary jobs.

Q And what typc of mimeographing ‘was 1it?

A It was verdicts concerned in all cases, were mimeo-
graphed.

Q That is, court martial cases?

A Yes, sir.

Q Now, will you describe to the Court the procedure the

Japanesé used in court martial cases against American and
Filipino civilians?

A Well, usually at first the investigation will be
taken care of by the military police, which is called the
kempei tai, mwp at Fort Santiago, and all the cases would be
‘recorded, and a written record, together with the accused,
would ‘be sent over to the courts martial department, and
there he is confined at 0ld Bilibid Prison until his trial
is taken up. Before his trial is up, the Chief Judge
Advocate and the Judge Advocate who is particularly assigned
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to that particular case, g0 into conference and decide the
verdict; and after this verdict is all settled, the trial
will be taken up, the charges read to the accused, and the
verdict will be givén to him,.excgpt if the verdict is to

be of capital punishment, ﬁhich 15 execution or something

of that sort, it won't be related to him until-he is taken
out to the cemetery.

Q Now, do I understand you to say that the investigation
is first made by the military police?

A Yes, sir,

Q And then that investigation goes to the office of

the Judge Advocate?

A Yes, sir,

Q And at the Judge Advocate's, they go over that record
and determine on that investigation whether the man is guilty
or innocent?

A Yes, sir.,

Q And they then determine what the verdict shall be?

A Yes, sir.

Q Well, after they had done that, then they had the
trial; is that right?

A Yes, sir, .

Q Where did they have the trials?

A . The trials were usually held either at the Judge
Advocate's office located in general headquarters, or at

the 014 Bilibid Prisons.

Q- Now, where was the Judge Advocate's office?
A In Fort McKinley, sir,
Q And do you know vhere General Yamashita's office was?
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In'the same locality.

Fort McKinley?

Yes, sir.

How far was it from the office of the Judgg Advocate?

We were two houses away from the general's office, sir.

o > © > o

) Now, was there any difference in the procedure which
was used against American and Filipino civilians, and the
procedure which was used against members of the Japanese
armed forces?

A Well, usually in the Japanese army, soldiers' cases,
if they have any witness to stand for them the witness will
be called in and will bc asked several questions concerning
the case.

Q In other words, they permitted witnesses to appear
in the court on behalf of Japanese army men, is that correct?
A Well, it is not in a court, sir; it is before the
trial is up, and before the court tries to take up the
soldier; he calls in the witness to the office, and the
Judge Advocate who works on that particular case will have
a talk with him and will go over the case and how much he

can give out for the good of the accused.

Q Did they permit the same thing to Filipino or American
civilians?

A Not to my knowledge, sir.

Q Now, when these cases went to trial, will you describe

what they did at the trial?
CAPTAIN REEL: Sir, could we have that made definite
as to what is meant by "these cases"? The questions up to

now have apparently divided two types of cases.
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Q (By C;btain Webster) With reference to that question,
I am referring to the cases against American and Filipino
civilians. -
~ GENERAL REYNOLDS: Before the question is answered,
'will you read aloud the question on which it is based? |
(Question referred to was read by the reporter as
follows:) | |
' "Q Now, when those cases went to trial, will you
describe what they did at the trial? With reference
to that question, I am referring to the cases against
American and Filipino civilians."
A Well, whenever Filipinos and Americans should be
brought up to trial, first his charges would be read to
him, and in some cases the prosecutor will ask the accused
if he has anything to say for himself. Well, it doesn't
make great -- much difference even if he should deny it,
as not knowing anything of it, because the verdict is already
set when the trial is taken up; and even if he doesn't
answer, which means that he is not sure about all these
charges read against him, he is dismissed from court.
CAPTAIN REEL: Sir, we will ask that that latter part
of thc answer -~ I believe it started with the words "it
doesn't make any difference," and so forth, be stricken as
not responsive and not within the witness' knowledge. The
questlon was answered in the first part of the answer. The
last part is not responsive, and hé knows nothing about
the subject matter and cannot possibly.
CAPTAIN WEBSTER: Sir, this witness attended these
trials.
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GENERAL REYNOLDS: The objection is not sustained.
Q (By Cep tain Webster) Will you proceed, please?
A And they usually call a recess after the trial, just
for procedure in the court's procedure, but they actually --
the judge does not come up with a verdict that shall be
impoéed to the accused; the recéss is merely a recess where
they take a cup'of coffee or tea, and‘ﬁhen the recess is
over and the accused is sentenced to so many years of
imprisonment, the verdict will be read to him., But if it
is of capital punishment, he would not be called back to’
court after the recess, and the accused merely does not
know about his verdict.
Q Vell, what would they do with those that were cases
that were to be cxecuted?
A Well, usually about two or threc days later, after
the triel, they arc teken out to the cemetery and will be
executed.
Q Now, was there any method of appeal or any review
in the Japanese court mcrtial procedure which you have

described?
A I don't understand your question.

Q Did the accused in these cases have the right to
take the case to any higher authority? d

A No, sir,

Q Did the accused have the right to have persons
appear in his bechalf?

A No, sir,

Q Did he have the right to be defended by counsel?
A No, sir.
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Q Now, with reference to the month of December, 1944,
can you state about how many court martial cases was held

by General Yamashita's headquarters?

A They had a court martial open for about a week, sir.
Q Can you state how many cases that court martialk
handled? |

A That covered about épproximatcly 2000 Filipinos.

Q Wefe those persons accused of being guerrillas?

A Yeos, sir,

Q Were those particular cases tried at Bilibid Prison?
A Yes, sir,

Q Were you present during the time that court was in
session?

o Yes, sir,

Q Did you act as an interpretcr for that court?

A Yes, sir.

Q Now, did the procedurc thet was used against those

200 civilians differ in any way than thc procedure which
was used ordinarily against fmerican and Filipinos?

A Well, in December the trial was taken up in a very
hasty manner.

Q ‘How did it differ ffom the other trials?

A Well, in the December trial they were brought in by
groups and‘the charges would be read to them, and they
would say 'Yes" or mwyon; ask  the accuseds if they had
any knowledge of 2ll the charges rcad against them; and uyp-
on getting their answer they asked them to sign their
name and givé the thumb print, and that ended the trial.

Q Well, did the cases in December go through the Judge
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Advocate's office, as you have previously described?

A Yes, sir, but the only difference is that in the
ordinary trials, up to December, they had prosecutors,
Judges, clerks and everything, composing a complete court
martial; but in December Just the prosecutor and one inter-
‘ ﬁreter assigned to that part;ctlar prosecutor will finish
up the'case. | |

Q Did they take, in December, the decision of the mili-
tary police as being the verdict of the court?

A Yes, sir.
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Q Now, about how long would that court spend with each
individual?

A Not more than five minutes, sir,

Q They will bring these people before the court; is
- that right?

A Yes, sir; ' )

Q They would ask them whetﬁer'they were guilty or not
guilty?

A First they will ask the name, the address, age, and
read the charges.

Q Would they ask them to explain the case?

A To some they did, but to some they just read the

charges and said "0. K. Sign here", That's all,

Q Of those two thousand people that were tried in
December how many would you say pled not guilty?

A A good half of them, sir,

Q On thosé cases that pled not guilty what did the
Japanese do with them?

It didn't make any difference, sir,

Did they have any evidence in those cases?

No, sir.

Introduce any witnesses?

No, sir,

Did they have any lawyer?

No, sir.

Did they have any counsel?

© > o » O » b > O >

Well, as soon as the person was brought in and this

five or ten minutes elapsed, where would they take those
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people?
A In December right after the trial they were just
packed on trucks covered up with canvas and we drove out to

the cemetery.

Q What cemetery?

A - To the North Cemetery.

Q About’how many'peOple received the death sentence
in December, 1944?

A I would judge about 1800, sir,

Q Were those 1800 taken out to the North Cemetery?
A Yes, sir,

Q Did you learn what the Japanese did with those

people at the North Cemetery?
A Well, I heard from the guards of the 0l1d Bilibid
prison that they were all beheaded.
CAPTAIN REEL: I will ask, sir, that that go out,
The question was, Did you hear? The proper answer would
be "yes", But as to what was said, the Defense objects.
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The answer will be permitted
to stay in the record for such probative value as the
Commission will award to it, Accordingly the objection
is not sustained,
Q (By Captain Webster) Who told you that?
A The guards of the Bilibid prison who actually took
part in the execution, sir.
Q Those are the guards that went out in the trucks
with the people?
A Yes, sir,

Q What notice, if any, was given to any government
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by General_Yamashita's Judge Advocates' Section concerning

the execution of these people?

A None whatsoevér, sir.

Q  Was there any notice of any kind givep to anyone?
A No, sir, ‘

Q Did you have an occasion to act as interpreter for

any American prisoners of war?

Yes, sir,

Do you know who they were?

I remember a few names, sir,

“

Will you state theirlhames?

> o > o >

It was Colonel Noble, Colonel Moses, Colonel Hugh
Straughn, Colonel Nakarr.

May I interrupt a moment?®

Yes, sir,

Those were all before Yamashita's time?

Yes, sir,

O > O > O

I am referring to after he came to the Philippines,
not before.

Well, I don't remember these Americans' names, sir,
Were they American flyers?

American p?lots.

¢
Do you know where they were shot down?

> 0O > O >

I understand that they were shot down here in the \
waterfront, sir. .

Q Did you see them shortly after they were shot down?
A Well, I saw them when they were brought into the
general headquarters.,

Q Did you act as interpreter?
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O o »

" Yes, sir,

That was in August of '44 when they were shot down?
Yes, sir, “ ‘

In what condition were those American flyers when

you first saw them?

A

except

Q

O o O >

O

time?

ol

E ™ -

The one I have talked to was in perfect condition
all of his clothings wefe taken away.

Did you thereafter see those American flyers?
Yes, sir,

Where did you see them?

" The next I seen them wag in 0ld Bilibid prison.

When did you see them?
That was in November and December, sir,

What was thelr condition when you saw them at that

Well, I could hardly recognize them.

Why couldn't you recognize them? s
Well, they were so thin and frail.

Did you have any conversations with them?

Yes, sir.,

What did they tell you?

Well, they were always asking me if ever the Japanese

were going to turn them over to the prisoners-of-war camp.

> O P O > O

Did they have any trial for those Navy pilots?

No, sir.

When did you last see them?

I last saw them after the 15th of December, '44,
And were they still in Bilibid Prison at that time?

Yes, sir,
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Q Did you thereafter hear what happened to those Ameri-
can aviators? ‘
A When I was out in Baguio about -- ‘

| CAPTAIN REEL: 8ir, if the witness is going to give
any conversation we object to it, If he merely answers
in the affirﬁative we shall not object. We will object
to the conversation coming in.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The obJjection is not sustained,
Proceed.
CAPTAIN WEBSTER: Proceed.

A (continuing) When I was out in Baguio in about
February of '45 I met the guards of the 0ld Bilibid Prison
and I asked them about the two American pilots and they
told me that they were executed.
Q (By Captain Webster) Did you attend any executions
during the time General Yamashita was in the Philippines?
Yes, sir,
Where did those executlions take place?
In North Cemetery, sir,
How many werec executed?
I will say about a good fifty.
How many of those people were women?
Five women, sir,
Do you know the names of any of those women?
Yes, sir; a couple of them.
Will you give their names, please?
Blanche Jurika and Mary B, Stagg.

O > O > O P O O r O >

Do you know the names of any of the men that were

executed at that time?
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A - Juan Elizaldi.

Q Where were these people taken from before they went

~ to the cemetery? -

'~ THE WITNESS: Pardon, sir? |
CAPTAIN WEBSTER: Will you read it, please?
(Question read,) ' :
They were brought out from the 0ld Bilibid Prison.

A

Q (By Captain Webster) Did they have a trial?

A Yes, sir,

Q In the manner which you have previously described

for trials?

Yes, sir,

Did any of those people plead not gullty?
Well, half of them didn't say a word.

You attended that trial?

Yes, sir.

O P O B O >

Were any of them afforded the opportunity to have
any witnesses appear?

A No, sir. |

Q Were any of them afforded the opportunity of having
any defense counsel of any kind?

No, sir,

Wilil you describe to the Court the execution?

You mean the manner, sir?

Yes. Just what they did at the cemetery.

> O p» O

Well, the prisoners would be loaded up in trucks or
in buses -- '
Q 1 am speaking of those particular people that you

saw executed,
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A 'Yes,/sir. They were taken out to the cemetery on
the bﬁs. All the windows were closed up so théy won't

be able to see the outside. They were driven up to the
'Vﬁorth Cemetery and there they were.blindfolded and were
unloaded from the truck and their hands tied in the back
with ropes Then the verdict will be given or will be

read to the aecuéed by one of the judge advocate offiéers.

| Well, after the verdict is given they are led to a
hole which is about four feet deecp and will be put to a
sitting position with their knees bent and the head sticking
out, Then either the -- Rather, the guards of the
military prison, which is of the 014 Bilibid Prison, will
behead them with their swords.

Q Can you state how many of thosc pcople that you saw
executed were Americans?

A You mean on General Yamaghita's staff, sir?

Q No. The people as you have Jjust described as having

seen executed at the cemetery.

A I would say a good six or seven of them, sir,

Q Do you know whether Jurita or Jurika was an American?
A She was an American citizen,

Q I believe her son is a major in the United States
Army,

A Yes, sir,

Q Who was the chief judge advocate of General Yamashita's

headquarters during the entire time that he was here?

A It was Colonel Nishihara.
Q Do you know his first name?
A Yes. Hideo.
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Q I believe you stated that you were at Baguio with
that headquarters.

A Yes, sir.

Q Do you know-anything concerning civilians in and
~around Baguio?

A . Yes, sir,
Q What about those civilians?
A Well, most of the civilians evacuated to Baguio from

the lowlands because Baguio was the only place where they
didn't reccive any bombings. Later when the general head-
quarters of the Japanese Army moved up to Baguio the civi-
lians became afraid of bombings and they wanted to get
back to the lowlands, but they were all stopped from being
issued any passes to leave Baguio by the military police,
but later in about February of '45 I heard from the men
in the general headquarters as the general thought that
the military police were issuing passes to the civilians
who were eager to leave Baguio for the lowlands, but if
they should take the route down to Rosario, which is at
the foot of Baguio, they will be killed there by the Japa-
nese Army,
Q Was that general ==

CAPTAIN REEL: We will ask that the last part of
that statement having to do with general conversation
be stricken.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Will the reporter please read
the last question and the last answer?

(Question and answer read)
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GENERAL REYNOLDS: The objection of counsel is not
sustained, |
Q (By Captain Webster) Was that talk common talk in
and around the headquarters at tﬁat time?

A - Yes, sir.

Q Who was the head of the old Bilibid Prison?

A It was Lieutenant Tachikawa.

Q Do you know who was the head of the Military Police

during General Yamashita's time, or part of his time?
Colonel Nagahama,

Was he stationed in Fort Santiago?

Yes, sir.

Was that part of General Yamashita's headquarters?

> O » O >

I am quite sure the Military Police was under the
command of General Yamashita.

Q Now, at the time you heard this common talk in and
around Baguio was General Yamashita at Baguio at that time?
A Yes, sir. .

Q Have you seen the Chief of General Yamashita's Judge
Advocate Section recently?

Yes, sir,

When did you see him?

Last week Saturéay.

Where did you see him?

At P, W. Camp No, 1.

Did he stop you while you were there?

Yes, sir,

O P O P o P O >

What did he say to you?
CAPTAIN REEL: We object to that, sir, as being third
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person hearsay.
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The objection is not sustained.

You may proceed.

Q (By Captain Webster) What did the Judge Advocate say
to you?
A He asked me if I testified against General Yamashita

or if I was going to'try to. So I told him, "Frankly, not
that I know of at present, because no one has asked me."

Then he told me, "Why, you better not, because the
general" -- pardon, he said, "I have seen the general a
few days ago and we had a conversation about you saying
that the general was pretty much worried if you should
testify against him at the trial," since I knew the ac-
tivities of the Japanese Army during the occupation in the

Philippines.

CAPTAIN REEL: Sir, we will ask that last be stricken
as being hearsay. It i1s not only testimony of what was
said to this man by another man, but what a third man told
another man who told this man.

MAJOR XERR: This is evidence that parties close to
the Accused were endeavoring to influence the Prosecution's
witnesses not to appear in the case.

CAPTAIN REEL: If that is a statement of fact, we
deny it. As far as our knowledge is concerned there has
been no such an attempt made. General Yamashita has been
in this building and the person referred to has not been
here.

MAJOR KERR: The statement of this witness bears out

my remark.
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GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission will withdraw for
deliberation and recess for ten or more minutes,
(Recess.) ‘
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session.
The question under consideration is, substantially,'
| as follows: '"What did the Jﬁdge Advocate say to you?"
The answer is substantially as followé: "He asked me
if I testified against General Yamashita, or if I was going
to testify, so I told him, 'Frankly, not that I know of at
present, because no one has asked me,'"
The remainder of that answer is stricken from the
record, and the objection of counsel is sustained.
CAPTAIN WEBSTER: Sir, for the purpose of the record,
I would like to state that the Prosecution is prepared to
show that there was an American Army officer with the
witness, Mr. Sakakida, at the time that conversation took
piace; that the conversation took place in Japanese at the
time that the witness specified; and that immediately after
that conversation this witness told the American Army
officer the substance of that conversation, which 1s as
related by the witness on the stand.
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission will hear such
witnesses as the Prosecution desires to present, but ad-
heres to its ruling that the statement in question as
presented by this witness at this time be stricken from
the record. '
(A document was marked Prosecution
Exhibit No, 319 for identifica-
tion.)

Q (By Captain Webster) I am handing you what has been
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marked for identification as Prosecution's Exhibit No. 319,
and T will ask you to state what that is.

A This is the case record of the accuseds, and also the
verdict,

Q What is the name of the first person stated in that
record? |

A Estorito Alquino.

Q - Is that the original Japanese court-martial record of
that case?

A Yes, sir.

Q Was that one of the cases which was heard by the

court-martial under General Yamashita's Headquarters in
December of 19447

A Yes, sir,

Q Referring to that same exhibit, I notice on the first
page writing in Japanese. Can you state whether that writ-
ing on the first page is in handwriting or in mimeograph?

A Well, the address, name and age here, is written by
longhand.

Q And the remainder is mimeographed?

A The remainder has all been mimeographed.

Q Is there any part of that, the remainder, which 1is

not mimeographed?
A Yes, there is a blank here which is filled out with
ink, the date and the organization to which the accused
belonged to -- rather, the guerrilla organization.

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: Sir, at this time we would like to
offer in evidence Prosecution's Exhibit No. 319.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Read the part of the document
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starting "This court-martial" --

CAPTAIN,WEBSTER: Sir, if I may ﬁdd, this exhibit is
the originai Japanese documeﬁt, and we have a proposéd
tranSlatién of it., We would like to attach this to the
oriéinal record and have the official interpreter check
this to see that it 1is correct, and then read.it to the
Court, |

GENERAL REYNOLDS: When do you propose to do that?

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: We would like to attach this at the
present time and submit it to the interpreter at this time,
sir.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: And then read the document to the
Commission? Very well; you may do so.

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: At this time, sir?

GENERAL REYNOLDS: At this or a later time, as you
like.

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: Then I submit these (handing docu-
ments to Lieutenant Commander Bartlett).

(A document was marked Prosecu-
tion Exhibit No. 320 for iden-
tification,)

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission wishes to be in-
formed how this document came into possession of the Pro-
secution,

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: Sir, these documents came to our
office from some records from an investigation detachment,
and we didn't know what they were. I showed them to ﬁhis
witness, and he stated that they were court-martial records
in cases held in Bilibid Prison. I do not know where these

records were originally found.
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Sir, Major Kerr just informed me that we received
these from ATIS. That was not within my'personal knowledge.

MAJOR KERR:‘ Sir, to my personal knowledge they were
obtained from the Allied Translator and Interrogation
Service in Manila by the Investigation Section of the War
Crimes office.
Q (By Captain Webster) I hand you what has been marked
for identification as Prosecution's Exhibit 320, Will you
state what that is?

A It is the same thing,

Q Who is the first name appearing on that record?

A Herario Cruz,

Q And is that a record of a court-martial case held by

General Yamashita's Headquarters at Bilibid Prison in
December, '44%

A Yes, sir,

Q I hand you that exhibit again and ask you to stat; \
how much of that is in handwriting and how much mimeograph.

A The same as the previous one, sir.
Q That is, the names and addresses are in handwriting?
A Yes, sir; and the guerrilla organization and the date

when they were taken in as members, also written in hand-
writing. *

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: Sir, at this time we offer Prosecu-
tion's Exhibit 320, together with an attached proposed
translation, to be submitted to the official interpreter.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission feels that verifi-
cation of the translator will require time. Therefore,

these documents should be presented to the Commission and
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be accepted or rejected in evidence when we are informed by
~ the chief translator as to his conclusién.
CAPTAIN WEBSTER: Sir, may I identify another exhibit
and then submit it together with this? |
' GENERAL REYNOLDS: You may.

(A document was marked Prosecu-
tion Exhibit No. 321 for iden-
tification.)

Q (By Captain Webster) I hand you what has been marked
for identification as Prosecution's Exhibit 321, and ask
you what that 1is,

The same thing, sir.

That is a court-martial record?

Yes, sir,

And who are the defendants in that record?

> O > O >

An American by the name of Macknal Hoover, and Henry
Guy Lindobloom.

Q What is the date of that court-martial proceeding?
A December 13, 1944,
Q Is that one of the cases handled by the Court-Martial

Section of General Yamashita's Headquarters at that time?

A Yes, sir.

Q. I will hand you that again and ask you if that record
is entirely mimeographed.

A Yes, sir,

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: Sir, at this time we offer Prose-
cution's Exhibit 321 in evidence, subject to the transla-
tion by the Court Interpreter.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The decision of the Commission

will be announced after receipt of the official translation.
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'Q (By Captain Webster) Mr. Sakakida, are you still in
the United States Army?

A Yes, sir.

Q What is your rank?

A Master sergeant.

Q ~ What is your serial number?
A 1010022, '

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: You may cross examine.
CROSS EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Reel) You, Mr. Sakakida, were never a
prisoner of war, then, were you? I mean, of the American
Army?
A Well, I was treated as a prisoner of war, sir,
Q By the American Army?
A By the American Army?
Q Yes,
A No, sir.
Q You were treated as a priscner of war first by the
Japanese Army?
A Yes, sir,
Q But I am now referring to the time since the Japanese
surrender. You have never been treated as a prisoner of
war by the United States Army?
A Well, I gave @hem my identity, sir.
' Q Well, I am not asking about that; I don't want any
details as to your present work, or anything of that nature.
I merely want to know whether you were treated as a
prisoner of war at any time by the United States Army.
A No, sir,

2279



Q And you never were interned in New Bilibid as a prisoner

of war?
A No, sir,
Q  Nor in any other prisoner of war camp?

A No, sir.’
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Q Now, this judge advocate, can you tell me his name?
Colonel Nishimura? A
A | Yes,sir,

Q The first time you saw him since the surrender was
a week ago? ' |
A AXés, sir, :
Q Can you give us the exact date?
A It is the 10th of November, 1945,
Q So that between the surrender and the 10th of Novem=-

ber, 1945 you never saw this man”

A Yes, sir,

Q So far as you know has he becn a prisoner of war all
this time?

A Yes, sir,

Q Now, I think you said that you were in the judge

advocate office that was attached to General Yamashita's

headquarters.

A Yes, sir,

Q And was that at Fort McKinley?

A Yes, sir.

0 While General Yamashita was in Manila?

A Yes, sir,

Q Were you in any other headquarters in Manila after

General Yamashita got here?

A No, sir,

Q So far as you know was Fort McKinley his only head-
quarters in Manila?

A Yes, sir,

///?r Have you ever been in General Yamashita's rooms
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in the headquarters?
- A No, sir,

Q You didn't see very much of General Yamashita your-

A Not in the office,}sir.~
Q 'Did you see him outside on the- parade ground?
A Yes,'sir.
Q 'Did you have much conversation with him?
L:£~ Not so intimately, sir.
Q Now, you are sure he had no office in the City of
Manila?
A I doubt about it,
CAPTAIN REEL: Whét was the answer?

(Answer read.)

Q (By Captain Reel) So far as you know there was
no office in the City of Manila?

A (Nodding negatively).

Q Instead of shaking your head, say the word so the

reporter can get it,

A Oh.

Q Now, I think you said that in December you went
direct to Baguloj; is that right?

I went to Baguio on the road to Ipo Dam, sir.
Did you stop at Ipo Dam?

Yes, sir.

How long?

Three days.

» O P O »» O

And then went right up to Baguio?

Yes, sir.

2282



Q Do you know whether General Yamashita stayed at
Ipo Dam longer than three days?

A I presume he stayed about a week,

Q  4nd you stayed in Baguio until April, 19457

A Yes, sir. ‘

Q You had been doing this interpretatjion work since

when? When did you start doing it?

A February, 1943.

Q And the work was pretty much the same right out
through to the time of surrender?

A Well, toward the end it wasn't as regular as the
first part when I joined them, sir.

Q It wasn't as "regular." You mean there wasn't
as much of it or --

A There was lots of it, but the procedure wasn't
so quite the same as at the very beginning.

Q At the time you started this work was Colonel
Nishimura the Judge Advocate? Nishimura, was he the
Judge Advocate when you started your work?

A I think you have got the name wrong, sir.

Q What was the name?

A Nishihara.

Q Oh, Colonel Nishihara. I am sorry. Was Colonel

Nishihara the Judge Advocate when you started your work?
A Yes, sir.

| Q And he remained Judge Advocate right on through the
whole time that you did the interpreting?

A Yes, sir.

Q He wasn't brought there by General Yamashita?
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A : No, sir,
Q  Now, prior to the time General Yamashita came were

there any trials of Fiiipinos for guerrilla activities?

Q  And'were there triais of some Americans for guef—
rilla activities? |

A Yes,-sir.

Q And did the procedure and practice remain approxi-
mately the same during that period until December, 1945%

A Yes, sir,

Q Or ‘44, And in December '44 I think you testified
that there were a gbod deal more trials during the month
of December than there had becen in the months before; 1is

that right?
A Yes, sir,
Q Do you know whether guerrilla activity increased

during the month of December?

A I don't know about it, sir,

Q You didn't know anything about that?

A No, sir.

Q All right, Now, as I understand the procedure

of these courts martial, in the beginning there is an
investigation by the military police; is that correct?
A Yes, sir,

Q "And then the cases are recorded and sent to the
court-martial department or the Judge Advocate General;
is that right?

R e sir,

Q Up to this point the procedure is precisely the
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same whether the accused is a Filipino or a Jap; is that

correct?
A Yes, sir,
Q And then after the Judge Advocate gets the matter

he goes into conference; is that correct?

A . Yes, sir, ' -

Q Would he hear witnesses in his conference?

A No, sir,

Q So that right through that point the procedure is
the same?

A Yes, sir.

0 I think you said that at the time of the trial there

are no witnesses; is that correct?

A / Yes, sir,

Q No matter whether the accused is a Filipino or a
Japanese?

A Yes, sir,

Q So that up to this stage the procedure is the same?
A Yes, sir.

Q And then the verdict is read to the accused if it

is less than capital punishment, but if it is capital
punishment he is not yet told; is that right?

A That is correct,

Q And that is the same as if the accused is a Japanese,

Filipino or American?

Q What 1is the difference there?
A If he is a Japanese and the penalty is supposed to

be imposed upon him, the verdict will be regd to him,
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Q So that the only difference between the treatment
of the Japanese, the American and the Filipino is that if
the verdict is capital punishment it is read at the time
to the accused in the case of the Japanese, whereas in
"the casc of Americans and Filipinos that inforhation is

withheld? |

A Yes, sir,

Q And that is the only difference?

A Yes, sir. ‘

Q During the time that you acted as interpreter do you

know of any cases where Japanese soldiers or civilians were
" tried for mistrenting prisoners of war?

A Not that I know of, sir.

Q Do you know of cascs wherc they were tried for mis-

treating internees?

A No, sir.
Q Are you sure of that?
A Yes, sir.
Q Could there have becn such cases and records of such

cases among Japanese documents that you would not have seen?
A Yes, sir.

Q Do you remember the case where a Japanese civilian
was tried and convicted of getting materials or jewelry from
prisoners of war for which he did not pay? Do you remember
of.any suéh case?

A Not during my étay in the court-martial office, sir.
Q I think you told us that there is no right of counsel
in the Japanese courts; is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q That applies to Japanese as well as to Americans:
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and Filipinos?

A B Yes, sir. _

Q And there is no right, as we understand it in America,
~ to have witnesses appear in the Japanese court martial?

A That is true, |

Q And thatlis true for Japanese as well as for Filipinos

and Americans?

A Yes, sir,

Q And you say there is no appeal; is that true?
A To a higher court, sir?

Q Yes.

A Yes, sir,

0 And that is true for Japanese as well as for
Filipinos and Americans?

A Yes, sir,

Q Well, you say therec is no appeal to a higher

court, Let's find out, Is there an appeal to any group
as far as you know?

A Well, I heard from the court-martial members that
in Japan they could appeal it to a higher court.

Q As far as you know, there is no appeal in the
field or in the Philippine Islands?

A Yes, sir.

Q To any higher court?

A Yes, sir.

Q Was there any appeal in the Philippine Islands as

to Japanese, Americans or Filipinos to anyone above that
court-martial sentence?
A No, sir,
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Q In other words, the word of that judge was ab=-
solutely final here in the Islands?

A Finalj; yes, sir.. ' ‘

Q Now, among these persons who were tried for guer-
rillg~éct1vities; were you present at the trials of those
persons whose names are 1isted on Exhibits 319, 320 and
321 for identification, those last three exhibits? Do
you remember offhand? If not, I will read the names to

you,

A Yes. I don't remember the names,

Q Were you present at the trial of Estorito Alquino?

A I could tell definitely if I should see the Japancse-

written documents, sir.
CAPTAIN REEL: May we show those to the witness?
(Originals of exhibits above referred to were handed
to the witness.)
Q (By Captain Reel) You will find them in there. I
don't know in just what order.

A Yes, sir. I remember,

Q And did Estorito Alquino plead guilty?

A Well, to tell you the fact, none of these fellows
said a word. ’

Q They didn't plead guilty, nor did they plead not
guilty?

A Yes, sir. '

Q  In other words, they stood mute?

A Yes, sir;

Q When you say '"none of these fellows", you are

referring to this 1list of nine names on that page of
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Exhibit 3197
A Yes, sir.

Q Weré you present when those persons wére'interrdgated
in the investigation?

A. . You mean «- Pardon me. Does that concern this
particular case? ‘

Q Yes, sir, Exhibit 319,
A Well, these fellows werc not interrogated by the
Judge Advocate's office.,

Q I see. So whatever interrogation there was was
by the M.,P.'s, and you were not present?

A Yes, sir.
- Q You were never present at the interrogation by the
military police?
A Yes,‘sir.
Q So that you don't know whether when interrogated
by the military police these persons voluntarily made
statements stating that they had enlisted in the R.0.T.C.
guerrilla organization?
A I don't know about that, sir.
Q Now I will ask you the same questions on-Exhibit
320, Were you present at the trials of any of those

ten persons?

May I have the name?
- What is that?

May I have the first name, please?
| Oh, Herario Cruz, the first name on the list,

" No. I don't remember this case, sir.

o > O > o >

You don't remember of being present at the trials
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of any of those people?
A No, sir, ‘

Q And of course you weren't preééqt at the military
police examination? |
Al I wasn't. _
Q | So that you could not tell us whether or not those
persons pled guilty or whether they géve voluntarily state-
ments admitting that they had joined the R.0.T.C. guerrillas?
A That's right,
Q I show you the original of Exhibit 321 for identi-
fication, Were you present at the trials of either of the

two men mentioned there? |

A Yes, sir.,
Q And do you know whether they pleaded guilty or not
guilty? /
A I am pretty sﬁfé they were mute, sir.
Q They pleaded guilty?
A No, sir.
. Q They pleaded not guilty?
\\\A No, sir, They didn't say a word.
- Q They‘stoéd mutc, You were not present at the time

they were intervicwed by the military police?

A I wasn't.
Q So that the sentence on the second page, which is
translated at the present time, reads: "The court recog=-

nizes the statements of the defendants", You cannot say
whether that refers to statements admitting that they
worked as charged for Major Hoiland's guerrilla oiganiza-
tion? :
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THE WITNESS: Will you please ==
CAPTAIN REEL: Will you read the question, please?
(Question read) '
A Although it states here that they have consented to .
the charges, these accused said nothing; either they knew
or they did not know about it. | |
(By Captain Reel) That is, at the trial?

Q

A No, sir; at the interrogation, sir,

Q Were you present at the interrogation?

A Yes, sir.

Q By the military police?

A No, sir, By one of the Judge Advocates, sir,

Q But they had previously been interrogated by the mili-
tary police?

A Yes, sir,

Q But you were not present at that interrogation?

A " Not at the military police.

Q ~ At any interrogation at which you were present nothing
was said?

A Yes, sir.' " 4

Q And of course you don't know what was sald at the

military police investigation?

A Yes, sir,
CAPTAIN REEL: I think I had better take those back

(referring to originals of Exhibits 319, 320 and 321.)
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GENERAL REYNOLDS: "Has the Chief Interpreter a state-
ment to make at this time about the trans;ation?

COMMANDER BARTLETT: On cursory examination of the
documents marked'ror'1dent1ric§tionAas Prosecution's'
Exhibits Nos._319, 320,'ahd 3él, they appear to have been
~ translated into English with substantial accuracy. It is
respectfully sug;ested that the Eﬁglish translation be
acceptgd into evidence as accurate, subject to later full
verification and necessary correction.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The recommendation of the Chief
Interprefer is accepted. The documents’are accepted into
evidence.

(Prosecution Exhibits Nos. 319
320, and 321, for identification,
;::;agfgeive& in evidence and so

CAPTAIN REEL: Do we understand, sir, that there will
be latitude reserved for later objection pending correction
of the exhipits?

GENERAL REYNOLDS: That was the intent of the rule.

CAPTAIN REEL: Thank you, sir.

Q (By Captain Reel) Now, you told us about some pilots
whom you talked to at the 01d Bilibid Prison. Do.you
remember that?

A Yes, sir,

Q And I think you said you last saw them in December
soﬁetime?

A Yes, sir,
Q What date was that? Do you remember the date?
A I don't know the exact date, but it was after the

2292



15th, sir,

Q You heard some conversation relative to what happened
to them in February,. 19457 |

A Ye_s, sir. ‘

Q ~ You don‘t know whgther or not, of your personal know-
le&ge, these men were tried a;ﬁér the 15th of December, 19447
A wé11, I am definite about the 28th of December, that

there were no trials for these pilots.

Q Prior to the 28th of December?
A Yes, sir. '
Q You do not know if they might have been tried after

the 28th of December?
A I do not think there was any trial, because the court-
martial moved out from Manila,

Q You mean the 14th Army courts-martial?

A Yes, sir,

Q There were other groups in Manila, weren't there?

A But they were under the jurisdiction of the l4th Area

Army Headquarters, sir.
Q Well, wasn't there a Shimbu Army?

A Yes, sir; I later found out they were organized here
in Manila,

Q Do you know if they had their own court-martiai
system?

A I found that out in the latter part of January.

Q They were in charge of what Army men remained in this
area, were they not?

A I don't know about that, sir.

Q They were organized at approximately the time you
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left Manila, were they not?

A Not to my knowledge, sir.

Q . Do you Know whén they were organized, the Shimbu Army?

N SRR . think it was after the headquarters of General

Yamashita noved out from Manila, sir,

Q - Yes. Now, -- and you did say so far as -- strike that.
You did sa& the Shimbu Army did have its own court-

martial jurisdiction, is that correct?

A Yes.,

Q You do not know whether these men might not have been,
Atherefore, tried by the Shimbu Army?

A I was definitely told by the guard that they were

executed, sir. ‘

Q Yes. But you do not know of your own personal know-
iedge that they were not tried before their execution by
the Shimbu Army?

A The guards told me when they evacuated Manila they
took all the military prisoners out to the cemetery and
executed them.,

When did they evacuate Manila?

In the early part of January.

The early part of January or February?

January of 1945,

Did the guards tell you these men had had no trial?
Yes, sir,

Do you remember the names of the men?

Yes, sir,

What were they?

> O > O > o P O > o

A guard by the name of --
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Q I don't mean the name of the guards, I mean-the two
pilots.

A I don't remember the names, sir.

Q Now, you told us about aﬁtending executions 1n'the
 cemetery. Was that the first execution you had attended at
the cemetery? ' .

A I beg your pardon?‘

Q You told us about attending an execution where 50

persons were killed. Was that the first execution you had

attended?
A I attended my first one in March of 1943, sir.
Q You attended others between March, '43, and this other

you told us about?

A Yes, sir.

Q Now, I think you said of the 50 persons killed, one-
half of them didn't plead guilty or not guilty, 1is that

right?

A Yes, sir,

Q And did the other half plead guilty or not guilty?

A . Some denied it, sir.

Q How many of them pleaded guilty?

A Very few.

Q Approximgtelj how many?

A Oh, I would say only about ten, sir.

Q Ten pleaded guilty and approximately half said nothing,
is that right?

A Yes, sir,

Q I think you told us a Colonel Nagahama was head of the

Military Police, is that right?
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' A Yes.

N

Q Do you remember when he became head of the Militar
Police? »
A I doh‘t remember the exact date.

'Q . Do you remember when he stopped being head of the
Military Police? ’

I think it was sometime in January of 1945, sir.

And was his place taken by somebody else?

Yes, sir,

Do you know whether he was removed from his position?

Who, sir? |

Colonel Nagahama,

He was transferred, sir,

Do you know why?

I don't know the reason, sir.

O > O P O P O P O >

Now, these three exhibits that we saw just a moment
ago, Prosecution's Exhibits 319, 320, and 321, those are
all dated in December, 1944, as I recollect. Were there
similar records prior to December, 19447

A Yes, sir,

When did you see such a type of record?

In February of 1943, sir.

And you saw them right aloﬂé in February of '43 on?

» O » O

Yes, sir,
CAPTAIN REEL: That is all.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
Q (By Captain Webster) With reference to the court-
martialvrecords which counsel for the Accused referred to,

that portion of it relating to the statements of the
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Accused are noted. Does that refer to the statement of the
Accused made at the trial, or at any other previous investi-
'gation? '
A Previous investigation, sir.

CAPTAIN REEL: We .object to the witness' answering
such a quéstion. I don't suppdse he could read what was
in the mind of the person who wrote 1%. I don't think he
is competent to testify as to the meaning of it.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Will you read the question, please?

(Question read.)

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Prosecution may d evelop how
the witness obtained that information, and then we will
decide.

Q (By Captain Webster) How did you obtain that informa-
tion?

A Well, I saw this mimeographed sheet written up, by
taking all this information which was contained in the
Military Police investigation, sir. That is how I obtained
that.

Q This record, that portion of the court-martial record

was mimeographed ahead of trial, is that correct?

A Yes, sir,

Q And had that statement in it, is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q Now, was any notice of any kind given to any govern-

ment on the trial of American prisdners of war?
A Not to my knowledge, sir.

- GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission interrupts at this
point. |
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Does the Defenae still wish to object to the question
"and answer that we were discussing?

CAPTAIN REEL: &Sir, theré was no answer. We objected
to the unStibh, The question has never been put again, nor
answered, and we have no objection standing. We do not
object to it going in on that basis.

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: To clear the record, sir, I will
: withdraw the question.

Q (By Captain Webster) I believe you stated that there
was a difference between the trial of Japanese and American
or Filipino civilians. What was that difference?

A Well, if a Japanese soldier is convicted, either his
company commander or the G-1 officer in charge of personnel
will be called upon by the Judge Advocate and will study
the problems of the particular one accused, and if there

be any witness for that particular case he will be called
upon and will be interrogated by the’ Judge Advocate.

Q Now, that took place at the Judge Advocate's office
before trial, is that right?

A Yes, sir,

Q Was there any difference at the trial?

A In the trial we had no witnesses, sir.

Q No witnesses?

A No, sir,

Q They took their investigation that was held beforehand,
is that right?

A Yes.

Q Now, did they have such investigations against

American prisoners of war, or American or Filipino civilians?
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A No, sir.

'CAPTAIN WEBSTER: That is all.

RECROSS EXAMINATION

Q  (By Captain Reel) You don't mean that there were no
Military Police investigations of Americans or Filipinos,
do you? -
A Well, néturally it came from them, sir,
Q Yes. What you mean is simply, the only difference
now, as I understand it, is where the Japanese is convicted,
or to be convicted, that his company commander or G-1
officer is called in to study the problem of the Accused
with the Judge Advocate, and to present any witnesses that

may have to do with that problem, is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q That goes to the severity of the sentence, does it
not? |

A Yes, sir.

Q In other words, in both cases the sentence is already

passed. Strike that out; that may be difficult to get.

In that case the sentence is already passed, is it

not?
A I don't know about that, sir.
Q You have testified already as to the system used in

both of these sets of trials. You don't wish to change
that testimony in any way, do you?

A I don't exactly get you, sir,

Q You have just testified, both on direct and then
again on cross, without going into it all as to the

systems used in these trials. You don't now wish to change
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any of that testimony, do you?

A No, éir. o _

Q One more thing, Yod have testified that no notice
was given to foreign governments so far as you know. Do
lyou know who would give such notice to the foreign govern=-
ments involved? '
A Well, I think tﬁat is taken care of by the personnel
section of the Courts-Martial Department.

Q The actual notice to the protecting power is given by

the personnel section of thé courts-martial?

A Yes, sir,
Q And you have never known any such notice to be given,
have you?

A No, sir,
Q Do you know whether or not the Government of Tokyo
gave any such notice to the protecting power?
A I don't know about that, sir.

CAPTAIN REEL: That is all,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission has questions to
ask this witness, which will be presented by General Lester.

EXAMINATION ON BEEALF OF THE COMMISSION

Q (By General Lester) While you served with the Japanese
Army as an interpreter from October until the time of your
liberation, did you receive ample food?
A Not as much as I am fed by the American Army, sir,

Q Did you lose weight during that time?
A Yes, sir,
Q Do you happen to know the wvalue in calories of the

food ration that you received while in the Manila area?
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A No, sir,

Q - What was the nature of your ration as to its balance?
Did you have vegetables and fruits?

A It consisted of rice, soup, meat, fish, and a little
green vegetables, sir,

Q Any fruits? )

A Very Seldom, sir.

Q Was the ration better or worse as you went to Baguio

from Manila? ‘ T
A It became worse.

Q It became worse?

A Yes, sir,

Q Did you see, while you were in the Judge Advocate-

General's office, the records of trial of any Japanese
soldiers?
A Yes, sir, I have read several of them, sir. &

Q Do you recall any cases where Japanese soldiers were

tried or convicted of rape?

A Yes, sir,

Q Against Filipino women?

A Yes, sir,

Q What was a sentence in such case of rape?

A Well, as far as I know, if it 1s an enlisted man, a

plain soldier, he will get about two and one-half years,

If he is a non-com, about five years.

Q Were any capital cases, any executions of Japanese

soldiers, brought to your attention while you were in the
office of the Judge Advocate General?

A Only two, sir.
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Q What were they charged with?
A ‘ For striking a superior officer, sir,

Q Do you fécali'the dates in which these convictions of

- rape took piace, the dates when the offense was committed,
of when. the court passed the sentence? ;
A That was in '43, sir. .
Q Do you récall whether there were any such convictions
after October, 19447
A Not to my knowledge, sir.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: 1Is there any further cross examina-
tion by the Defense on the Commission's questions?

CAPTAIN REEL: Yes,

RECROSS EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Reel) Do you know of any robbery cases
by Japanese soldiers that were tried?

A Yes, sir,

Q And were they quite frequent?

A On an average of about one a month, sir,

Q And that was all during the occupation?

A Yes, sir,

CAPTAIN REEL: That is all.
CAPTAIN WEBSTER: That is all.
(Witness excused.)
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission will recess for
approximately ten minutes.,

(Short recess,)
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GENERAL REYNOIDS: The Commission is in session.

You may prbceed. _ A
" EDWIN L. BOOTH
called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being
first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows:
| , ~ DIRECT EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Webster) Please state your name.
A Edwin L. Booth,
Q Your rank?
A First Lieutenant.
Q Your organization?
A Corps of Military Police, assjigned to War Crimes
investigation.
4] Weorec you ét Prisoner of War Camp 1, on or about the
10th of November, with a person named Sergeant Sakakida?
A Yes, sir,
Q Vere you prcsent when a conversation was held between

him and another Japanese at that camp?

A Yes, sir.

Q In what language did that conversation take place?
A Japanese.'

Q Did you thereafter talk to Sergecant Sakekida con-

cerning it?

A Yes, sir, immediately after.

Q What did he sgy that conversation was?
CAPTAIN REEL: We object, sir.
GENERAL REYNOLDS: Not sustained. You may proceed.
CAPTAIN REEL: Sir, may I have the indulgence of the

Court to state the reasons for my objection?
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GENERAL REYNOIDS: You may.

CAPTAIN REEL: Thank you, sir.

In the first place, the original question of the wit-
ness who had the conversation was ruled out, on the basis,
.apparently, Becat;se that was the only objection méde, that
~ it was hearsay twice removed.  Now we have it attempted to
be brought in as heaisay three times removed: The witness,
- who does not understand what was said, is told by a second
party what a third party told him that a fourth party said.

In addition, I want to point this out, sir: On
cross examination of the previous witness, it appeared first
that he was not treated as a prisoncr of war, was never at
a prisoner of war camp, that he never saw this particular
colonel until the 10th day of November, that it was at
camp 1 since the 10th day of November; and the person who
the original statement is supposed to come from has been
right here, confined, as the accused. There has been no
feasible or possible opportunity of a connection. And may
I add this, sir: That neither Colonel Nishihara, or anyone
else, could have known that the previous witness was an
American soldier; otherwise he probably would have been
executed as a spy, and certainly wouldn't have continued
as an interpreter. Therefore, we feel that any statement
made by this Nishihara to the previous witness in the pres-
ence of this witness, relative to what the accused may
have said, is completely incompetent, meaningless, and
highly prejudicial.

For both of those reasons, we object to testimony of
this sort.
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GENERAL REYNOLDS: The commission feels the Defense
‘is asking thé Commission to iule on the answer to a ques-
tion before we know the answer. . Therefore, the Commission
does not sustaip the objection of Counsel, but upon hearing
the answer fo the question you are free to object.

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: Will you read’fho question, please?

(The question was read by the reporter as follows:)

"Q  Vhat did he say that conversation was?"
A You want me to start from the beginning?
Q (By Captain Vicbster) Just state what the conversation
was,
A 7 This conversation carried on betwcen Colonel Nishihara
and Scrgcant Sakakida was related to me by Scrgeant
Sakakida, that Colonel Nishihara was rather worried concern-
ing Scrgeant Skakida‘testifying against General Yamashita;
and he said that inasmuch as Sergeant Sakakida had not
testified that Colonel Nishihara preferred that he wouldn't
testify against General Yamashita, as it would, in his own
words, "put him in a tough spot."
Q When was that conversation?

CAPTAIN REEL: Pardon me. We will ask now that the
ansyer be stricken, sir, for the reasons stated before.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The objection of Defense Counsel
is sustained. The answer will be stricken from the record.

 CAPTAIN WEBSTER: That is all.
(Witness excused.)

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: Does thec Commission at this time
desire the reading of the interpretation of the court mar-
tial\record?
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GENERAL REYNOLDS: In order to maintain the continuity
of the record, and since the chief interpreter has already
stated that his cursory examination indicatoed the trans-
lation to be reasonably correct, we will hear the reading
- of the documénts‘at this time. However, we will also hear
from the chief interpreter later as to his final study and

conclusions.
CAPTAIN WEBSTER: Reading from Exhibit 319:
: "VERDICT
WESTORITO ALQUINO 31, Farmer 152 Levelside St., San
Juan, Manila.

Edwardo Christobal 24, Uncmployed 24 Carriedo St., Manila,
Gonzalo Cruz 21, Laborere 46 Bonifacio St., Manila.
Godofrecdo Luna 18, Laborer 6 Rigal St., Barrio Onse,
Manila,

Gomel Menuel 23, Watchman 26 Carriedo St., San Juan,
Manila.

Edwardo Avilido 44, Farmer Borrio Belanca, Diliman, Manila.
Ernesto Perez 27, Buy and Scll 4 Rizal St., Barrio Onse,
San Juan, Manila,

Pulaviano Alcantara 25, Clerk 4 San Fabian St., Manila.
Justado Mcndoza 36, Laborer, Barrio Balala, Deliman,
Manila,

"This Courts-Martirl will carry out . thc‘decision of
Acting Proseccutor Shigehiko Mera, Candidate J. Al;yfor the
above defendants' Guerrilla Membership.

"TEXT
"Each defendant is sentenced to death.
"REASON

"Defendants were all pro-Americans and held very
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strdng feeling of hatred to Japan and always believed and
desired for the return of Americans to the Philippines.
Thus when each of the defendants were approached and re-
quested by others to‘enlist in guerrilla organization and

- to resist the Japanése Army by taking up guerrilla warfare,
inmediatcly agroed. From about Jamuary 1943 to about June
1944 enlisted in the R.O.T.C.Guefrilla Organization, plan-
ning for the annihilation of the Japanese Army as a unit
of the American Forces in time of landing in the Philip-
-pines and was waiting for the opportunity.

"The above mentioned facts are recognized by this
court on thec statements given by the defondants voluntarily
and also from the Army Judicial Policeman's statcment.

"Trying the defendants on Provost LAw, defendants
actions falls under No., 1 of Section 1, Paragraph 2 of
thc Southern Army Provost Law and death penalties be im-
posed to defendants as of Paragraph 4 of the same Provost
Martiecl Law,

"Thus the sentence is of the Text.

"22nd December 1944,

Sho Bu Unit Courts-Martial-
"Presiding Judge:
Judge H
Judge ¢ Shigemi, Yoshikatsu 1st Lt., J. A,

"No signatures of Presiding Judge Major Suzuki, or
Judge Captein Uokoi, Kagio was obtained because of being
absent.

‘ "Shigemié Yoshikatsu

Judge
1st Lt., J.A."
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~ GENERAL REYNOLDS: 1In reading the first sentence under
the names, I believe you stayéd "Candidate J. A.", which
should be "Cadet J. A.", should if not?

CAPTAiN'WEBSIER: I am sorry, sir.

" Prosecution's Exhibit No. 320:

"Herario Cruz 35 Barber --"

GENERAL REYNOIDS: You may omit the names and addresses,
since you have identified the list by stating thec first
name.

- CAPTAIN WEBSTER: (Reading) '"From August 1943 to
September 1944, .\
Ramsay or R.0.T.C. Guerrilla Organization.
Date of trial: December 16th, 1944,

"This Courts-Martial will carry out the decision of
Acting Prosecutor Shigchiko Mera, Cadet J.A., for the above
defendants' Guerrilla Membership.

"TEXT
"Each defendant is sentenced to death.
"REASON

"Defendants were all pro-Americans and held very
strong feeling of hatred to Japan and always believe@ and
desired for the return of Americans to the Philippines.
Thus when each of the defendants were approached and re-
quested by others to enlist in guerrilla organization and
to resist the Japanesc Army by taking up guerrilla warfare,
immediately agreed. From about January 1943 to about June
1944 enlisted in the R.0.T.C. Guerrilla Organization,
planning for the annihilation of the Japanese Army as a
un;t of the American Forces in time of landing in the
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Philippines and was waiting for the opportunity.

"The above mentioned facts are recognized by this
court on the statements given by the defendants voluntar-
ily and also from the Arm& Judicial Policeman's statement.

"Trydng the defendants on Provost Law, defendants
aqtions falls under No. 1 of Section 1, Paragraph 2 of the
Southern Army Provost L&w and death penalties be imposed
tO‘deféndants as of Paragraph 4 of the same Provost Martial
Law,

"Thus the sentence is of the Text.

"22nd December 1944,

Sho Bu Unit Courts-Martial
"Presiding Judge:
Judge
Judge ¢ Shigemi, Yoshikatsu 1lst Lt., J.A.

"No signatures of Presiding Judge Major Suzuki, or
Judge Captain Uokoi, Kagio was obtained because of being
absent.

"Shigemi, Yoshikatsu
Judge
1st Lt., J.A."
Prosecution Exhibit 321:
"VERDICT
"Citizenship ~-- United States
Address --- Artegas St., Pasay, Manila.

"Mining FEngineer Macknal Hoover _39
Citigenship --= United States
Address --- #'6 Carrington St., Mondaluyong, Manila.

"Mining Engineer Henry Guy Lindobloom

"This Courts-Martial will carry out the decisions of
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Prosecutor Yoshikatsu Shigemi, lst Lt. J. A., for the above
mentioned defendants' Guerrilla Membership.
WTEXT
"Both defendants are sentenced to death.
| | VREASON B

"Both defendants came to the Philippine Islands as
mining engineers in about 1933 froh the United States and
was connected with various mining companies and in Mindanao
at the outbreak of the Greater East Asia War. Being unable
to return to their femilies in Manila, defendants since

January 1942 was working at American airfield, San Jose,

on Mindoro as civilian employees. But as the Imperial

Army advanced, in June 1942, defendants retreated to Tablas

Island.

Thus: l. In about June 1942 defendant Mackno Hoover
presented himself to Major Holland's guer-
rilla organization which was connected to
Peralta, in Odjugan Town, Tabla; Island and
worked until Nov, of 1942 coding and decoding
secret wireless messages.

2. Defendant Henry Gai Lindobloom also about

the same time entered the same orgenization
at Barrio Lohock and until about the end of
Nov. 1942 produced about 150 gallons of
alcohol from coconut trees and presented it
to the same guerrilla organization.

"The Court recognizes the statements of the defendants.

"The acts of both defendants falls under Par. 2 Sec.

No. 1 of the Southern Provost Martial Law and death penal-
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ties be imposed to both defendants as of Par. 4 of the
same Provost Martial law. '
"Thus the verdict has been given as in the text.
"13th December 1944,
Sho Bu Unit Courts-Martial.

"Presiding Judge: - Suzuki, Major.
Judge H Katsué, Katsuo Major, J. A.
Judge ¢ Yokoi, Kagio Captain.,"”

Sir, that completes the evidence on those paragraphs
in ‘the Bill of Particulars.
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission affirms its accept-

ance of these documents under the conditions stated.
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MAJOR KERR: Sir, prior to going on with the next
episode of our case I should liké to request that the
Commission permit the Prosecution to show a film this
evening, We suggest a starting hour of 1930 or 7:30
‘this evening. The film which we should like to show at
this time is entitled "Orders from Tokyo." It is a docu-
mentary film which is owneq by, and I am 1nformed consti-
tutes a part of the documentary records of, the Commonwealth
Government of the Philippines. The scenes which are por-
trayed there are those which were filmed immediately during
and following the iiberation of Manila by the American
forces last February.

We believe that the Commission wili be interested
in the film and the photographic evidence which it con-
stitutes. I would suggest that the Commission see the film;
then, if the Defense desires to object to the film in whole
or in part, such objection could be stated tomorrow morning
when the Commission reconvenes and the decision could be made
at that time, It would not be feasible at this time, of
course, to go into the question of the admissibility of
the film., We believe it is admissible and would have pro-
bative value to the Commission,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission will view the
picture starting at 8:00 o'clock tonight unless otherwise
directed at the close of the afternoon session, instead
of the hour of 7:30 as recommended by the Prosecutor. The
session will be open to the press and to the public.

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: Sir, the next case is an 1tem
offered in the proof of Paragraph 72 of the Bill of
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Particulars,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission wishes to verify
the item number in the Bill of Particulars and askswhether
this is additional e#idence submitted on No. 72.

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: It is, sir,

ANGELINA AQUINO
called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being first
duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION

(By Captain Webster) Will you please state your name?
Angelino Aquino. |
Your age?
154
Your nationality?
Filipina.
Did you say "Filipina"?
Yes, Filipina.

O > O > O B O > O

Will you speak a little louder and to the Commission
so that they might hear you?

A Yes, sir,

Q Do you go to school?

A Yes, sir, I go to school in the Baguio City High
School; sophomore.

Q You are a sophomore?

A Yes.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission interrupts to ask
the witness to verify the name of the high school that she
attends.

Q (By Captain Webster) Will you repeat the name of
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the high school which you attend?

A Baguio City High School.
Q Baguio City High School?

A Yes. _

© GENERAL REYNOLDS: Baguio City High School,

Q (By Captain Webster) Were you living in-Baguio
in April of this year?l |

No, sir; we were in Balatoc.

And why did you go to Balatoc?

We evacuated because of the bombing in Baguio,
Because of the bombing in Baguio?

Yes, sir,

Who went to Balatoc with you?

> O F» O F o >

My mother, my father, my six brothers and sisters,

my grandmother and my aunty,

0 Do you remember how long you stayed in Balatoc?
A Yes, sir, We stayed there about three to four
months.

Q And then where did you go from Balatoc?

A We were intending to go to Dolores, and it was

April 10th when we started from Balatoc.
You say April the 10th when you left Balatoc?
Yes, sir,
And where did you go?
| We went to Samuyao,
You went to Samuyao?
Yes, sir,

And how long did you stay there?

> O P O D P O

We stayed there for one day.
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And how many people left Samuyao with you?
We were about 315,

How do you know there were 3157

LT » B -

One person counted us and then I heard him say that

we were 315 in all.

Q Were there men and women and children in the group?
A Yes, sir. ‘

0 Did the group have any means of transportation?

A No, sir; wé were just walking.

Q Now, where did you go after you left Samuyao?

A We started ouf journey to the lowlands.

Q A1l 3157

A Yes, sir,

Q

And will you tell thc Commission what happened on

the journey to the lowlands? .

A Yes, sir, At 4:00 o'clock in the morning we started
our journey. We were all 315 in all, And then about
12:00 o'clock we passed through a séntry of the Japanese.
They stopped us and then took all of our bolos and knives
and weapons, Jewelries and food, especially foodstuffs. »
They let us go. Then when everybody was searched one

Japanese met us on the road and told us to go back.

Q Now, how long was that after you were searched?

A After we were all finished searched?

Q That 'é right,

A Then they told us to hide ourselves in the grasses

because there were airplanes above us. After the air-
planes stopped flying above us they told the men to go
and they said that they would just investigate them,
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Q At that time did they separate the men from the
other people? =t o
A Yes, sir. They separated the men from the women
and small boys. |
Q Where did they take the men?

They took the men to the side of the mountain,

Q How far away, do you knoﬁ?

A I do not know because they were hidden,

Q | Did you hear any noises coming from where they took
the men?

A >None, sir, but a few minutes we heard shots of guns.
Q You heard guns being fired?

A Yes, sir,

Q What did they do after they took the men up to that
place?

A They just told us to sit down and then they said

that thgy were going to investigate the men., After that
we heard shots,firing of guns, and one of the Japanese
who knew how to speak English said that it was "the
Americans; our enemies", he said. Then they went to
the place where they were staying and they said that they
wére already killing.

After that, when maybe the men were through, they?
told us to go family by family.
Up the mountain?
Yes, sir,
Did you go with your family?

Yes, sir,

O o »

" Did your father go with you?
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A No, sir, My father was ahead because he went with the

men,

Q He went with the megg

A Yes, sir, _ | _

Q And your family all went together; is that right?
A Yés, sir, _ '

Q And will you tell what members of your family went
together? _

A My mother, my two brothers and four sisters and my-
self,

Q Were any of fhose children young?

A Yes, sir, I am the oldest.

Q You are the oldest of the children?

A Yes, sir,

Q Now, what did they do to your family when they took

you up the mountain?
A They searched us first, While we were waiting for
our turn, because the other group was not yet through, we
asked the Japanese to set us free and then we were pleading
and crying., But one of the Japanese who knew how to speak
English said that "It was Yamashita's (pronounced Ya-ma-shee-’
.to's) order to kill -- "
Q Said what? )
A Sald "It was Yamashita's (pronounced Ya-ma-shee-to's)
order to kill all civilians",
Q Who said that?

CAPTAIN REEL: Just a minute. I ask that that last
part of that last answer go out, What this witness said
that another man said that a third man said is not evidence.
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GENERAL REYNOLDS: The objection of counsel is not

sustained. You may proceed.

Q (By Captain Webster) Who told you that?

A The Japanese who knew how to speak Eng}ish.

Q Was he a Japanese soldier?

A .Yes; é Japapese soldier.

Q Did he have a uniform on?

A Yes, sir.

Q Was he one of the ones that was executing people?
A No, sir,

Q He was one of them standing there?

A The one who was leading the persons to go to the

place where they executed,

Q Did he have a gun or a saber?

A He had a gun with a fixed bayonet,

Q I see. What did he do with your family?

A When we were not yet executed one of my brothers

told the Japanese that if they kill him they had better
shoot him than to be bayoneted, So after a few minutes
they called me and I went theres While I was going I saw

one Japanese bayoneting a woman,

Q Bayoneting a woman?

A Yes, sir,

Q Did you know the woman?

A I do not, sir, I don't know the name,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission interrupts and asks
the reporter to read the last long answer given by the wit-

ness.

(Question and answer read)
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GENERAL REYNOLDS: Very well,- Proceed.
(By Captain Webster) Will you describe what kind of

a place this was on the mountain?

A

It was in the mountain., It was a sloping -;

It was a steep slope? '

Not so ==~ |

But downhill?

Yes, sir,

Did they take you to the edge of that downhill slope?
Yes, sir,

What did they do with you when they took you there?
They searched me first and then they took a piece of

cloth from the ground and blindfolded me and they told me to

sit down on the edge. Then I felt that they pushed down

my head and something struck my neck and I fell down,

Q
A

Q
A
Q
A

Q
A

Something struck you in the back of the neck?
Yes, sir.

Did you roll down the hill?

I fell down,

You fell down?

Yes, sir,

How long did you stay there? i

-

I stayed there until the execution was through,

because there were Japanese and if they see you moving

they will shoot you.

Q

Were you the first one or the second one in your

family to go to the edge of the mountain?

A

Q

I was the first one, sir,

Do you know what happened to the other members of
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your family?

A Yes, sir. While I was down in the slope of the
mountain I heard one of my brothers shouting, and I think
’,it is my brother who was asking the Japanese to shoot him,

because I could recognize his voice,

Q Do you know what happened to any of the other members
of the family? ' |

A No, sir; I do not,

Q Have you seen them since?

A No, sir; I ha#e never seen them any more.

Q Did anyone ever tell you what they did with your

baby sister?

A When we wcre through exeeuted we were about'30 who
did not die immediately, and one of the girls -- one of

the women told me that she saw my seven-months' baby sister
executed. She told that they grabbed her from my mother,
tossed her up and caught her with a bayonet.

Q How long did you stay in that place?
A In the mountains, sir? In the mountains?
Q How long did you stay in the place where they executed

the people? Will you talk to the Commission, please, and
a little louder? '
A I stayed there I don't know-how many hours, but it

was almost dark when we began walking, when the Japanese

left us.

Q How many people walked away with you?
A We were about 30, sir,

Q How many?

A 30,
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ny3n?
30,

307

!bgf/sir.

How many survived of those 307

We are only four, sir.

What happened to the others?

They died on the way.

Why did they die?

Lack of food and of the wounds.

And the wounds that they had suffered?

Yes. And some fell from the precipice.

Do you know whether or not those Japanese that stopped

you and tried to execute you were in the Army or Navy?

A

I think they are in the Army because their cap had

a "star" on the top.

> O P O > O

Was it a cloth cap or a steel helmet?
It was a cloth cap.
Cloth cap?

Yes, sir.

. * How many Japanese stopped you there?

-

I don't know, I don't know approximately how many

are they, but when they stopped us they were just a few

and when they told us to go back I saw that there were

many Japanese who surrounded the mountain with fixed

bayonets already.

Q
A

Q

That is_around the whole area where you were?
Yes,

Could you tell about how many you saw?

2321



A I do not know, sir, because I was too frightened
and then I did not mind those things.

Q .Did you suffer a wound on your neck as a reSu}t\of
being hit?

A "Yes, sir; I have,

Q And will you show that'ﬁound to the Commission?

A (Witness displays wound on back of neck,)

Q You mentioned a conversation which you had with a
soldier? |

A Yes, sir.

Q About who ordered those people killed?

A Yes, sir,

Q Was that man in the Army?

A Yes, sir.

Q And he was right there at the time where they were

killing the people”

A No, sir, We were a little bit farther.
Q That is before the execution?

A Yes, sir.

Q But it was on the way to the execution?
A Yes, sir,

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: You may cross examine,
g CROSS EXAMINATION
Q (By Capterin Reel) Were you in Baguio while the
bombing took place?

A Yes, sir.

Q And do you remember the cathedral being bombed?
A I remember, but we were already in Balatoc during
that time. '
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Q You had already left Baguio?

A Yes, sir.

Q ’ Do you remember being given‘food and clothiné by
the Japanese authorities while~you'w¢re still in Baguio?

A Yes, sir,

Q You did get rice? -

A Yes, sir.

Q When you went out here to the mountains you saw a

Japanese soldier who could speak English; is that right?
A Yes, sir,

Q How many Japanese soldiers did you see who could
speak English?

A I saw only one: that one who was guiding us to the

place where they were executing.

Q And I think you said he had a gun and a bayonet?

A Yes, sir.

Q And no saber?

A None, sir,

Q And he said to you in English after you heard these

shots that the Americans did that; is that right?
A Yes, sir,
Q Can you tell us exactly what he said as near as you
can remember?
A He sald when we were shouting -- He said "No.
Do not shoot., American enemy", he said.
CAPTAIN REEL: Will you read that answer, please?
* (Answer read)
Q (By Captain Reel) 1Is that all he said at that time?

A Yes, sir.
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Q Did he say that the Americans were shooting those

menf

A No, sir. He just said that the enemy is coming to
them. - '

Q "The enemj is coming"?

A Yes, sir, , ,

Q Now; sometime after thét he said something about
"executing everybody"; is that right?

A - Yes, sir,

Q And was that the only other thing in English that
he said?

A Yes, sir, That's the only thing.

Q So all he said in English were two things: (1)

"Don't shoot! The enemy is coming!". And the other had
to do with General Yamashita ordering execution; is that
right?

A Yes, sir.
Q And he said nothing else in English?
A No. more said because they called for us already.

They called for me, you see.

Q Did he talk in Japanese? ,
A - He ‘talked also in Japanese with his companions.
Q Yes. Now, did he tell you when General Yamashita

had told him this?

A No, sir. That's the only thing he said. "It was
Yamashita's (pronounced Ya-ma-shee-to's) order to kill all
civilians",

Q Did he say when there was such an order made?

A No, sir,
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Q
A

(they)

He didn't say anything except that?

No; nothing, sir, because we were asking him "Why
are going to kill us" and "We don't have any fault",

-and that was his answer..

Q And did he say "Yanmashita"(pronounced Ya-ma-shee-to),
just 1ike thats | | '
A Yes, sir,
Q And nothing else was said in English except those two
things that you have told us?
A Yes, sir.
Q You were pretty excited at the time, weren't you?
A Of course,
Q And you were frightened?
A Yes.
CAPTAIN REEL: No further questions,
CAPTAIN WEBSTER: May I ask one question?
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission will recess until
1:30 this afternoon. (Witness excused)

(Whereupon at 1130 hours a recess was taken until

1330 hours 15 Novenber 1945,)
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AFTERNOON SESSION
(The trial was resumed,'pursuant to recess, at 1330
hours. ) \ |
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session.
The'Prosecution,méy proceed. |
MAJOR KERR: éir, all members of the Commission are
present, The Accused and Defense Counsei are present. We
will proceed. |
CAPTAiN WEBSTER: This is a continuation of the case
which was last being heard by the Commission this.morning.
| FRANCISCO REALIQUE
called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being first
duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows through
Interpreter Angelo R. Celis, with Narciso E. Albano acting
as '"check" Interpreter:
DIRECT EXAMINATION
(By Captain Webster) Please state your name?
Francisco Realique.
Your age?
32.
Your nationality?
I am a Filipino.

Where is your home?

> O > O » O T O

Barnotan, La Union.
GENERAL REYNOIDS: ™ill the Prosecution also identify
the location of that spot on the map?

Q (By Captain Webster) What town or place is your home
' near?
A The 5th Battalion, Concor.
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How far is that from Baguio?
. I cannot geunt correctly pow far it is from Baguio.

Is it near San Fernando, La Union?

> O > O

Yes,,sir; - ,

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: It is my understanding that San
Fernando, La Union, is approximately in this area (indicating
on map.)

Q (By Captain Webster) Where were you living on the
10th of April of this year?

A nguyao.

Q How far is that from Baguio?

A I éannot calculate it, sir,

Q Do you know the direction from Baguio?

A I know it if I follow it from the street.

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: Will you read that, please?
(Answer read)

Q (By Captain Webster) Is it between Baguio and a

place called Rosario®

Yes, sir,

Where did you go from Samuy;o?

We went to the lowland.

With whom did you go?

> O > O >

There were many civilians with me who were going

to the lowlands.

Q How many?

A About 300.

Q Why were you going to the lowlands?

A Just because we have nothing more to eat in that

place and besides the Japanese used to get our foodstuffs
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if we stay there.

Q Did the Japanese stop you on the way to the lowiands?
A While we were a 11tt19‘b&t_aiay from Samuyao, a
Japanese soldier halted us.

Q What‘did the Jépanesé do?

A They searched our pocket; and they took our cigarettes,
our money, belopgings, clothes and rice.

Q Did the Japanese separate the men from the women and

the children?

A Yes, sir.

Q What did they do with the men?

A They grouped us together by tens.

Q Which group of ten were you in?

A The second group, sir.

Q Were you tied with your hands behind your back?

A No, sir, but the Japanese was aiming his bayonet at
me.

Q Where did they take your group?

A They brought us to a certain precipice far away from

the women.

,Q You say you were in the second group taken there?
A Yos, sir, :

Q Did you see what the Japanese did with the first
group?

’A I saw it, sir,.

Q What did you see?

A The first thing I saw was =-- the first thing I know

was that one from my group told me that the Japanese were

killing those from the first group and then I took a look
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at them and I saw that they were really starting to kill
those from the group No. 1.

Q How many did you see killed?

A I saw only one while in the act of being killed.

Q . How did they kill that one? ‘ -

A They struck him by the neck.

Q Did you stay in that place?

A We were there and when we were brought to that place
we stayed there.

Q How long did you stay there?

A Maybe about two hours, sir.

Q What did you do then? What did you do after that?
A I told my companions when I saw them that they were

killing those from group No. 1, that we had better run away.

Q Did you run away?

A Yes, sir.

Q Were you shot at?

A Yes, sir.

Q Do you know how many times?

A Many bullets were aimed at me, but only one landed
on my body.

Q Where did it hit you?

A In the right shoulder and the bullet went through .
Q Did you go back to the place of execution at a later
time? |

A No, sir, but we went near that place only where we

were looking for our way; when we are looking for our way
we go by that place.
Q What did you see near that place?
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A On the river near that place I saw bodies, I saw ;
dead bodies strewn by the river. .

Did you recognize‘any 6f those bodies?

Yes, sir. ‘
- Who were they?

One 1is the grandmother of Angelina Aquino.

Is that the only one that you identified?

> O >» O > O

There was one more by the name of Luis but I don't
know his family name.

Q Now, who were the Japanese that stopped you and tried
to kill those people?

A I don't know them, sir.

Q Were they in the army or navy?

A They are soldiers becausé they have rifles and
uniforms.

Q Do they have stars on their uniforms?

A Yesy, he had a star on his hat, on his cap.\

Q 0f the 315 people who left the town in that group,

do you know how many survived?

A Only two, sir.
Q That is besides yourself?
A Yes, sir.

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: You may cross-examine.
CROS S=-EXAMIN/ATION
Q (By Captain Reel) When you left Samuyao had there
been some bombing from American airplanes?
A There were, sir, but I don't know the place where
they were bombing.
Q Was there bombing in the place that you left?
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A No, sir.

Q Was there shelling anywhere in that neighborhood?
Was there shelling in the néighborhood of Samuyao.

A We could heer some, sir, but from a far distance.
Q  ° And didn't you leave “amuyao to escape the bombing
and shelling? ’

A .Because we had no more provisions in that place,

that is why we left.

Q And was it also to escape the bombing and shclling?
A A No, sir.

Q Well, after you lecft did you see some airplanes?

j. Yes, sir, we saw airplanes flying while we were on

our way.

Q And did the airplanes shoot at the Japanese?

A We don't know, sir, because we don't know the place

of the Japanese,

Q Well, did they shoot at the people, at the Japanese
who s topped you?

L I don't know, sir.

Q Was there some guerrilla fighting going on at that

time near Samuyao?

A I don't know of any, sir.
Q Was there any near Rosario?
A We don't know, sir.

CAPTAIN REEL: That is all.
C/PTL/IN WEBSTER: That is all.

(Witness excused)
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FLORA LOZANO
called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being
first duly sworn through Interpreter Narciséo E. Albano,
was examined and testified through Iﬁterpreter Albano as
follows, with Intefpreter Angelo P. Celis acting as
"check" Interpréter: _
| DIRECT EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Webster) Please state your name.

A (Through the Interpreter) Flora Lozano.

Q Your age?

A 30.

Q Nationality?

A Filipino.

Q Were you in or around Samuyao on the 10th day of
April of this year?

A I was in Balatoc.

Q Were you with 2o group of people who went from the

mountains to the lowlands around that date?

A I was, sir. I was one of them.

Q Where did you join that group?

A- Balatoe, sirj; I joined them at Balatoc.

Q And you went with that group to Samuyao?

A Yes, sir.

Q An&'you left Samuyao with that group to go to the
lowlands?

A Yes, sir.

Q How many were in that group?

A | We were more than 300, sir.

Q How many of your family were in that group?
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We were more than 30,

Were any of your children in that group?
There were, sir. “

How many?

There were three éhildrgn, sir,

WGre you in that group when they were stopped by the

Japanese?

DbD>D>D>D>D>D‘>D>D>D>D:‘>

! wus.one of them, sir.

Were you and your femily tied by the Japanese?

No, sir, but they Bound our eyes, they blindfolded us.
Did they blindfold you near & slope on the mountain?
Yes, sir.

What did they do to you and your family at that place?
They begen killing, killing the other civilians.

Who did they kill first?

In my group, I was the first.

What did they do to you?

They strike me.,

Whereabouts?

At my neck, sir.

Vhat with?

At the back.

Did you see them kill anyone else?

Yes, sir.

Who else?

My relatives, sir.

How many of them?

Four of them, sir.

- Howr did they kill those relatives?
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found
A

Q
A

Q

since

They cut their necks, sir.
What happened to you after the& hit you in thec neck?

" We rolled down from the precipice.

wa long did you stay at the foot of that precipice?
About one hour, sir,

And then what did you do?

'When it was already dark, we ran away.

Did you go back to the place where they tried to kill

No, sir.

Did you ever try to find your children?

I tried to.

Where did you try to find them?

I went over those persons who have been killed.
When did yoﬁ do that?

After one hour, when we were about to leave.

And you went back then to try to find your children®

. Yes, sir,

Did you find your children?

I was able to find only one.
Was that child living or dead?
Dead, sir.
How manf‘bSdies were there at the place where you
your child?

There were many, sir, but I didn't count.

Can you tell us about how many?

Might be more than 200, sir.

Have you seen any of the members of your family

that day of execution?
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No, sir, only my sister-in-law,

Who was it that tried to kil; you?

The Japanese, éir.

Japaneée soldiers?

Soldiers, sir. .

Vere there many Japanese around there?

There were many, sir. ’

Did you see any Japanese officers?

I didn't see, but only those that were having arms.
How were they armed?

Seabers.

Do you have a scar as a result of belng struck by the

Japanese on that day?

A

Q
A

I have, sir.

Will you show that scar to the Court?

Yes, sir,

CAPTAIN VEESTER: Just stand up.

(The witness rose and exhibited the back of her negk

to the Commission.)

CAPTAIN VEBSTER: That is all, thank you; you may

sit down,

Q

You mey qross examine.
CROSS EXAMINATION
(By Captain Reel) Did all of those Japcnese soldie rs

have sabers?

A

Q
A
Q

Not all of them; sir.
About how many of them?
There were only four of them who have sabers.

~\‘

And how many soldiers were there altogether?
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A Might be there were more than 300.
Q More than 300 soldiers? Do I understand that means
soldiers? o

THE INTERPRETER ALBANO: She doesn't know whether

they are soldiers ‘or not.

Q (By Captain Reel) 300 soldiers and 4 with sabers;
ask her if that is correct?
A " (Through the Interpreter) Yes, sir.

Q Now, this town of Balatoc that you lived in, where

is that with relation to Baguioj north, south, east or west?
A In the south of Baguio.

Q And approximately how many miles or kilometers south
of Baguio is it?

A About 100 kilometers, sir.

Q Now, the place called Samuyao, was that south of
Balatoc®?

A Well, it 1s south of Balatoc.

Q And how nany miles or kilometers south of Balatoc

is Samuyao? -

A I don't know, sir.

Q Is it as far from Balatoc as Balatoc is from Baguio?
A It is about that, sir,

Q Now, after you left Samuyzo with the other group

did &ou keep on going farther south?

A We continued south, sirt

Q Now, why did &ou leave Balatoc?

A Because we don't have anything to cat,

Q And was there also, besides the food shortage, some

bombing and shelling?
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A There were, sir; there were shellings.
CAPTAIN REEL: What was that?
INTERPRETER ALBANO: "There were shellings and

bombings."

Q (By»Captnin'Réel)y And in your travels south, did you
come across any guerrilla soldiers? - —
A None, sir. |

Q Any Americen soldiers?

A None, sir.

Q And you left Balatoe the 10th day of April, is that
right?

A Yes, sir,

CAPTAIN REEL: That is 2l1,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: There is a question by the Commis-
sion, )

GENERAL DONOVAN: Did the Japanese tecll you why they
were going to kill the civilians:

THE WITNESS: (Through the Interpreter) No, sir.

GENERAL DONOVAN: Why were you out of food? What
happened to your food?

THE WITNESS: (Through the Interpreter) They were
confiscated by the Japanese.

GENER/L REYNOLDS: No further questions.

CAPTAIN WEBSTER: One other question.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Very well.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Vebster) Can you tell approximately
where this place of execution was?

A Between Samuyao and Labayog, sir.
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Q Do you know what province that is in?
I don't kmow, sir,
CAPTAIN REEL: Can we have the spelling of that last
name@ We didn'{ get the spelling.-
INTERPRETER ALBANO: Leaebe=a=y-0-g.

Q (By Captain "ebster) Is that a barrio of some other
town? ' |

A (Through the Interpreter) It might be, sir; I don't
know,

Q Cen you tell me where it is with reference to Rosario?
A I cannot, sir.

CAPTAIN VEBSTER: That is all,
Sir, that conmpletes the evidence on that paragraph.
(Witness excused.)
CAPTAIN PACE: Mrs, Hufana.
FELIZA HUFANA
called as o witness on bchalf of the Prosecution, being
first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows
through Interpreter éelis, with Interpreter Albano acting
as "check" Interpreter:
DIRECT EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Pace) Give your name, please.
A (Through Interpreter Cetis) Feliza Hufana,

CAPTAIN PACE: This is evidence on Supplemental Bill
of Particulars No. 90: the killing of civilians and the de~

struction of property in San Juan and San Fernando, La Union

Provirce.
Q (By Captain Pace) Where do you live?
A In the town of San Fernando, La Union.
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Where did you live on January 18, 1945%
In the barrio of Negros.
Is Negros also in Sen Fernando?

Yes, sir. .

O > O P O

What happenedrin Barrio Negros on the morning of Jan-
uary 18, 19457 '

A The Japanese came and gathered people about the number
of 135. Vhen they gathered us 135 persons they brought them
to our yard.

Q How do you know there were 135 people there?

A They counted them at our place and there were 135,
plus the 17 of us whom they reach in that place.

Q Does that mean that there were 152 people in the group
then?

A Yes, sir,

Q What were the ages and sexes of these people?

A Some of them were old men, old women, young ladies

and children.

Q Where did they take the 152 men, women and children.?

A In the same place but under the bamboo trees.
CAPTAIN PACE: Will you repeat her answer?
(Interpreter Celis about to translate to the witness.)
CAPTAIN PACE: No, yours. I didn't understand you.
INTERPRETER CELIS: "Under the bamboo trees," sir,

Q (By Capfain Pace) What did they do to you after you

got to the bamboo trees?

A They started killing and bayoneting some of us and

by hitting others on their heads.

Q What did they hit you on the head with?
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A Only the sabers and the bayonets were the ones they

used, 7

Q Zou mean they hit.some of the people on the necks with
sabers? |

A Yeé, sir.

Q What happened to you? .

A I also suffered from their bayonet thrusts by the left

side of my body.

How many bayonet wounds did you receive altogether?
There were seven wounds, sir.

Were your husband ahd your son killed there?

Yes, sir.

O O > O

Out of 152 people that you statec were taken there,
how nany of them survived?

A Only three, sir.

Q Were all but threc of the 152 persons killed by the
Japanese soldiers?

A Yes, sir.

CAPTAIN PACE: You ney inquire.

CAPTAIN REEL: No questions.

CAPTAIN PACE: Thank you very much.

(V/itness excused.)
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_ JOSE EVANGELISTA

called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being
first duly sworn through intefpretor Narciso E. Albano,
wasvexaminod and test;fied as follows, through Interpreter
Albano and "cheék” Interpreter Angelo R. Celis:

| DIRECT EXAMINATION

(By Captain Pace) Give your name, please.
Jose Evangelista,
Where do you live?
I live in the poblacion of San Fernando.
What province?
La Union,
Now, on January 6, 1945, where did you go?
I went to the barrio of Dalayap.
Is that also in La Union Province?
It 1s a barrio in the Province of La Union.
What did you see when you went to that barrio?
I saw some dead bodies of about 600 persons.

Can you tell what happened to those 600 persons?

> © > o > O > o0 > o > o » O

Some of them have been beheaded, including my uncle,
and those children have been bayoneted.

Q Did you notice anything else about the bodies?

A They were tied in the back; their hands were tied in
the back.

Q What about the houses in the town when you went there?
A The houses wererburned, sir.

Q Did these 600 bodies, or can you tell us whether they

were men, women, and children?

A They were old men, old women, and children.
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CAPTAIN PACE: You may cross examine,
| CROSS EXAMINATION
Q (By Captain Reel) Were these bédies all in one place?
A Yes, sir. ’ |
Q  Was there considerable guerrilla activity in the
region at that time? |

A Tﬁere was not, sir.
Q Do you'know of the Volckmann guerrilla activities at
that time?
A They were not there, sir,
Q - Do you know of any guerrillas that were there at that
time?
A I didn't know of any, sir.
Q What day was this that you went to Dalayap?
A The 26th of January.

CAPTAIN REEL: That is all,
CAPTAIN PACE: Thank you very much.
(Witness excused.)

GENERAL REYNOLDS: There will be a recess for ap-
proximately ten minutes,

(Short recess.)

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session. You
may proceed.

MAURICIO JACOLON

called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being
first duly sworn through Interpreter Angelo R. Celis, was
examined and testified as follows, through Interpreter

Celis and "check" Interpreter Narciso E. Albano:
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DIRECT EXAMINATION
(By Captaih Pace) Give your name, please.
Mauricio Jacolon. -
Where do‘you live?
> 11ve‘1ﬁ the town of San Juan, barrio Casilogan.
Did you live in the barrio Casilogan; San Juan, on

January 18, 19457

A
Q

INTERPRETER CELIS: Will you please read the question?

(Question read.)
(Through Interpreter Celis) I was there, sir,
(By Captain Pace) Did the Japanese come there on

that morning?

» O > O P O > O > O >

Q

They came, sir,

What did they do?

They killed many persons, sir,

Did you help bury those persons that they killed?
Yes, sir,

How many dead bodies did you count?

Fifty, sir.

Were they men, women, and children?

Yes, sir,

How had they been killed?

*They were killed by the Japanese,Téir, by 5ayonet.
CAPTAIN PACE: Will you please read the answer?
(Answer read.)

(By Captain Pace) Did the Japanese do anything to

the houses in your barrio?

A

They burned the houses.
CAPTAIN PACE: You may inquire.
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, CROSS EXAMINATION
Q (By Captain Reel) Do you know of any guerrilla acti-
vities in the vicinity of San Juan during January of 19457
A There was none, sir,
. CAPTAIN REEL: That is all, k
| | (Witness qxéused.)
CAPTAIN PACE: If it ﬁlease the.Commission, that com-
pletes the testimony on Paragraph 90 of the Supplemental
Bill,
At this time I would like to offer the evidence in
Bill of Particulars Paragraph No. 40, the murder of
Candido Jabson, and the attempted murder of his wife and
sister.
(Statement of Mrs. Candido Jabson
was marked Prosecution Exhibit
No. 322 for identification.)
CAPTAIN PACE: At this time I offer in evidence
Prosecution's Exhibit 322 for identification, the stacement
of Mrs. Candido Jabson, taken by investigators of the War
Crimes Office.
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission desires that you
read the most significant parts of this document.
CAPTAIN PACE: Yes, sir.
"Q Please state your name, age and address.
"A  Raymunda Lati Jabson, 27 years old, Calle
M, H. del Pilar, Pulo, Pasig, Rizal.
"Q What is your occupation and nationality?
"A  Housekeeper, Filipino.
"Q Where did you live on February 20, this year?
"A At Iloguin District, Pasig, Rizal,
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"Q
np
"Q
A

Q-

IIA

Did the Japs come to your house on that day?
Yes, sir, on 20 Februar& 1945, in the morning.
How many Japs came? . | *
Thirteen. , '

Were any officers with them?

Yes, sir; one. I knew that he was an officer

because he had a sword.

"Q
IIA
llQ
llA

What branch of the service did they represent?
They were land soldiers, not marines.

Did the Japs take hold of you?

Yes, sir. They held me by the hand, and my

husband interposed, saying that I was his wife and
that we had a child.

"
wA
"Q
np
me.
"Q
np

How many of them held you?
Only one, sir,
Was the officer present?

Yes, sir, In fact, he was the one who held

And then what happened?
The Japs tried to force the women, but the

women cried, and so the Japs left them without

accomplishing their purpose.

llQ
llA

Did anything happen later that day?
Yes, sir. As night approached, the Japs tied

my husband and me,

nQ
7y
"Q
"A

How did they tie you?

Opr hands were tied behind our backs.

Then what did they do to you?

They separated us, and the Japs stabbed me
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with a bayonet, My husband was also stabbed with a
bayonet, although I did not see the stabbing.
"Q How many Japs stabbed you?
"A  Only one, sir.
"Q  Was the Japanese officer present?
U Yes, sir, '
Q “How ﬁany times were you ba&oneted?
"A Three times.
"Q Did they say anything at that time?
"A No, sir. I was nervous.,"
GENERAL REYNOLDS: There are other significant pages
on page three, ’

CAPTAIN PACE: Shall I start at the top, sir?
GENERAL REYNOLDS: Very well,
CAPTAIN PACE (reading): "Did you see the others
bayoneted?

"I did not see, but that is what they say.
My mother-in-law can tell you about it.

"Did any of the Japs fire their guns at any
of the civilians?

"No, sir.

"When you were stabbed with a baybnet, what
happened?

"They thought I was dead, and they covered
me with grass. Then they left.

"Had the other people been taken away at
that time?

"Yes, sir, but we were separated; that 1§

why I can't give details about it, But my sister-
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in-law, Deifina Jabson, was taken away. She was
stabbed seven times. My husband was found dead
after being stabbed, and‘ﬁv hofher-in-law was
left_inAthe house. '

~ "Have you ever seen your husband dead or
'alive from that dgy?'

"No, sir, I have not seen him.

"Was your sister-in-law present when you were
bayoneted?

"I was very far from her. I learned only
about it later.

"What happened aftef they covered you with
grass? ‘

"My brother-in-law, Francisco Jabson, looked
for me and foﬁnd me. He then brought me to the
evacuation hut of a doctor whose name I don't
know, ‘

"How long was this after you were covered
with grass?

""Maybe about an hour.

"Were you conscious all that time?

"Yes, sir, but I could not move because I.
was wounded,

"Were you bleeding?

"Yes, sir, in my breast. I did not move
because I might lose blood, which would make
matters worse."

Is that sufficient, sir?
GENERAL REYNOLDS: Read the statement about the

<
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brother-in-law being a guerrilla: "What is your brother-
in<law's name?"
CAPTAIN PACE: Yes, sir (reading):
"What is your brother-in-law's name?
‘ "Francisco Jabson,
"Where does hé live?
"In Bambang, with my'mother-in-law‘
"Do you expect him to come home soon?
"I am not sure. I don't know where he can
be found at present, because he was a guerrilla.,"
GENERAL REYNOLDS: Are there any other statements to
which the Defense wishes to invite our attention?
(No response,)
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The document is accepted in evi-
dence.

(Prosecution Exhibit No. 322 for
identification was received in
evidence and so marked.)

(Statement of Delfina Jabson was
marked Prosecution Exhibit No.
324 for identification.)

CAPTAIN PACE: At this time I offer Prosecution's
Exhiblt 323 in evidence, the picture ofAthe woman whose
statement was Jjust read.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: There being no objection, it is
accepted in evidence.

(Photograph of Mrs. Candido
Jabson was marked Prosecution
Exhibit No. 323 in evidence.)

CAPTAIN PACE: That picture, by thé way, is identi-
fied by the first question and answer on page 6 of the
statement which was just received in evidence.

>
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At this time I offer in evidence Prosecution's

. Exhibit No. 324 for identification, the statement of

Delfina Jabson, the sistef pf‘the woman whose statement was
Just received. _ _

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Ypu"may read significant parts of
the statement, . '

CAPTAIN PACE: The only parts, sir, that are not
cumulative, is the statement concerning when she was
stabbed, starting at the bottom of page 8:

"What did they do?

"They brought us, Rayhunda, Candido and I,
downstairs. '

"What did they do afterwards?

"They brought us to the fields.

"What did they do when you reached the
fields?

"They separated us. Then the Japs bayoneted
me and covered me with grass. |
"Did you see what the Japs did to your
brother Candido and your sister-in-law Raymunda?

"No, sir, V

"How many times did they stab you?

"Seven times.

"Who found you?

"My brother, Francisco Jabson.

"Were you taken fo a doctor?

"I was brought to a hut and the next day I
was brought to a doctor.

"What position were you in when you were
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bayoneted?
"I was lying down. |
"Was any one holding-iou'on the ground?

. "A'Jgp pushed me to the ground and stabbed
me. ' ‘
‘ "Wa; the Jap officer there?

"No, sir." J

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Are there any other statements to
which the Defense wishes to invite our attention?

(No response.)

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The document is accepted in evi-
dence. |

(Prosecution Exhibit No. 324 for
identification was received in
evidence and so marked.)

(Statement of Francisco Jabson
was marked Prosecution Exhibit
No. 325 for identification.)

CAPTAIN PACE: At this time I offer as Prosecution's
Exhibit No., 325 for identification in evidence, the state-
ment of Francisco Jabson.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: You may read significant parts of
the affidavit,

CAPTAIN PACE: Sir, I belleve the Commission has all
the evidence before it now. This statement simply corro-
borates what the other witnesses have said, and it tells
of the finding of the body of Candido Jabson and the two
girls wounded in the field. |

| GENERAL REYNOLDS: Does the Defense wish to invite
the attention of the Commission to any particular state-

ment?
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' COLONEL CLARKE: None, sir.
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The document is accepted in evi-
dence, '
(Prosecution Exhibit No. 325 for
identification was received in
~ evidence and so marked.)
CAPTAIN PACE: That completes the Prosecution's

evidence on Paragraph 40 of the Bill of Particulars, sir.
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CAPTAIN CALYER: If the Commission please, the next

item to be presented is concerned with murders in Polo and
Obando, Bulacan Province, covered in Bill of Particulars
Nos. 72 and 82,

Mrs; Manuel.

FELICIDAD - MANUEL

called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being

first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows:

Q
A
Q
A
Q

DIRECT EXAMINATION
(By Captain Calyer) Will you state your name, please?
Felicidad Manuel.
What is your residence?
No., 10 Kangkong, Manila,
Will you speak a little louder, please, and toward

the Commission?

O H O P O B O P O B» O P o »

No. 10 Kangkong, Manila.

What is your occupation?

City Councilor, Manila, _

Where were you living on September 10, 19447
Polo.

Did yoﬁ see some Japanese coming on that day?
Yes, sir,

Abouf how many? -

Maybe 20 riding trucks.

How were they dressed?

In khaki uniform.

Were there any marks on the uniform?

"Stars" and --

Where?
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A Sometimes here (indicating above right breast) and
there (indicating head), .

Q And on the cap?
A Yes, sir.
Q - Now will you tcll the Commission what you saw and

heard on that day?

A I saw them getting out from the trucks and gather
_themielves in all these cross-sections of the streets sur-
rounding all the barrios, and the whole municipality was
surrounded. Then at 3:00 o'clock they were picking al-
ready the men from Polo, There was a man near my house,
about three houses from me, I heard the moaning. It was

Captain Aurelio Ramos,

Q " This was at 3:00 o'clock in the morning?

A Yes, sir,

Q What happened at 6:00 o'clock in the morning?

A At 6:00 o'clock they began machine-gun the whole

barrio, diffcrent barrios.

Q Did they round up the men in youwr barrio?

A Yes, sir, They round up all the men including my
two sons-in-law,

Q About how many were gathered altogether?

A More than 500 men were gathered in the church of
Polo, in the municipal building.

Q What weapons, if any, did the Japanese have with
them?
A Machine guns; guns; I saw them with two tanks --
two tanks.
Q Did they have anything else with them?
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A - Many dogs; bloodhound dogs.
Q . What happened? |
A Well, after all men were rounded the city mayor
and the chief of police were walking and shouting to the
people and said that "Those who are hiding.must go to the
municipal Building, because if you are found in your house
you will be killed on the spot'. So that those that are
already hiding.went and found the municipal mayor and’the

police,
Q Did you go to the municipal building that day?
A 'Yes, sir. We wcre bringing food. About a hundred

women go with me, try to bring food in the municipality,
but we could not go near the municipality,

Q Why?

A Becausc they were already weeping. I heard already
the moaning, the weeping and the shouting of the Japanese,
I heard "Oh Godd"  "Mother!" like that, and I know very
well from the sound of the voice that something terrible
was going on in the municipality,

Q What did you do with the food?

A About 10:00 o'clock we came back home to bring other

hot food at noon.

Q Were you allowed tc take that food to the men?
A No, sir,

' Q | What else did you sec at the municipal building?
A I saw men coming out bleeding, with swollen faces,

and the "magic eye" doing like this and doing like that
 (nodding).
Q What do you mean by "magic eye"?
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A A man wrapped around the body with nothing but eyes,

Q What happened to those men whom the "magic eye" se-
lected? N' ‘

A - They go to the church,

Q - What aid y(;u soe or hear there?

A The same thing, sir: the same Muauang, ahouting and

clubbing of people by the Japanese,

Q How long did the men stay at the church?

A From 6:00 o'clock to about 8:00 o'clock at night;
about 7:00 to 8:00.

Q You mean from 6:00 o'clock in the morning until 7:00
or 8:00 at night?

A Yes, sir.
Q And what happened in the evening?
A In the evening a2 handful of those were selected to

be sent out and all the rest were tied up, brought in the
truck, Some were brought to the cemetery and some we do
not know where,

Q Did you hear anything after that in the direction
of the cemetery?

A About 8:00 or 9:00 we heard shots in the cemetery =--
continuous shots in the cemectery.

Q Did you see any of the men who were taken to the
cemetery after they had left?

A Not until the next dey, sir.
Q Then what did you see?
A I went to look for my two sons, the ones that were

in the cemetery, but unfortunately I saw about a hundred

of them piled. I could not count them because they were
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all packed in one big graveyard there.
Q Did you see one man who escaped?
A Yes, Somebody told me fhét one of my sons-in-law
was the one that was machine-gunned in the cemetery. He
escaped when it was very dark and he crawl over,
Q ‘ Did that person tell you what happened?
A Yes, sir. The boys were allowed to dig and when
it was very big and deep, then they were machine-gunned
and they fell dead.
Q About how many bodies did you see at the cemetery?
A Well, I could not exactly count, but it is about a
hundred according to the piles that we have seen,
Q Do you know how many who were in Polo on that day
are now missing?
A About five or six hundred men.

CAPTAIN CALYER: You may examine,

CROSS EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Reel) Let us go back to the beginning
for a minute. I think you said that twenty truckloads of
Japanese came to town on the 10th of December, 1944, Is
that right?
A Yes, sir,
Q And somcthing happened at 3:00 o'clock in the
morning. What was that?

A They were picking the men.,

Q Yes. But something else happened, didn't it?

A Yes, sir,

Q What was that? ]

A They were trying to round up all the places and put
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themselves in the strategic points, shouting.

Q Who was‘Captain Aurelio Ramos?

A That was an ex-USAFFE man,-surrendered already.

Q Yes. And what was'his connection with this?

A AI‘don't'know. 'He was. just taken, |

Q On your direct examination you started to tell us
something about him. Was he a guerrilla?

A I don't know if he was a guerrilla, but I know that

he was an ex-USAFFE member from Bataan.

Q Was he taken by the Japanese?

A Yes, sir,

Q Did he tell the Japanese about other pecople in the
town?

A I don't know, sir,

Q Was he the first one taken?

A Yes, sir.

Q First they took him before they took anybody elses

is that right?
A No. I did not say, sir.
Q Why did you mention him in particular before you were

cut off on your direct examination?

A Because he was the first victim that was taken from

Polo.

Q How do you know he was the first?

A Because of the fact that until now, sir, no sign of
~ him, |

Q And that's the only reason why you know he was the

first one?

A Yes, sir., Because the next -- I met the family
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- the next day. They were crying. They said that he was
clubbed and beaten by the Japanese.

Q You told us that at 3:00 o clock in the morning they
first took this Captain Aurelio Ramos and that he was the
first one. Now, I want to kﬂow how you knoﬁ_that he was

the first one that was taken at 3300 o'clock in the morning.
A As far as I know, sir. Thét is only as far as I

know. |

Q I know it is as far as you know, but how do you know?
Did you see it?

A I heard it because he was only three houses from my
house.
Q And nobody else was taken for three hours, until 6:00

o'clock in the morning; is that right?
THE WITNESS: I beg your pardon?
CAPTAIN REEL: Will you read the question?
(Question read.)
A I cannot tell anything, sir, except what I know,
Q = (By Captain Reel) Well, isn't that what you know?
A I could easily tell you; sir, because I heard 1it.
I don't want to say anything that I haven't seen.
Q Is it true or is it not true that aside from this
Captain nobody was taken from that town until 6:00 o'clock
~in the morning?
A Many more were told that they were taken, but I do
not want to give hearsay, sir.
Q You don't want to change any testimony that you gave
for Captain Calyer?
CAPTAIN CALYER: I object to that charactérization,
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'if the Commission please.

CAPTAIN REEL: I am not "characterizing" it, sir.
I am merely asking the question.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Defense is entirely out of
order -and will phrase the question in a dignified manner
and refrain from implied charges.

CAPTAIN REEL: I won't press the question, sir, if
you overrule it; but I wish to explain that there was no-
thing to be implied. I merely wanted to know in light of
the witness' present answers as to whether she did desire
to make a change, I will not press that line of questioning.
Q (By Captain Reel) Now, there were many guerrillas
in Polo, were there not?

A Yes, sir,
Q And they had been very active prior to this time,
had they not?

A That's what I have heard, sir.

Q This "magic eye" that you tell about, was he a
Filipino?

A Nobody could tell because of the eyes, but I know
it is a Filipino,

Q You heard him talk?

A I did not hear him because we are -- the distance

is from here to there (indicating width of courtroom),
only he does not talk, only in that nodding and like that.

Q And you saw 100 bodies; is that right?
A Yes, sir,
Q | Some of the people have moved away or evacuated
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from Polo, have they not?
A‘ Yes, sir, Some of them are evacuees; some are resi-
dents of Polo. |
CAPTAIN REEL: No further questions.
| , " REDIRECT EXAMINATION
Q  (By Captain Calyer) Mrs. Manuel, did you hear that
there wére other people taken about 3:00 o'elock in the
morning?
A I have heard only, but I have hot seen,
CAPTAIN CALYER: That's all,
CAPTAIN REEL: Well, I have another question in light
of that testimony.
RECROSS EXAMINATION
Q (By Captain Reel) Although you heard other people
taken at 3:00 o'clock in the morning, before you heard any-
thing else you heard about this Captain being taken; is
that right? |
A Yes, sir,
Q Now, how'much time elapsed after the Captain was
taken before you heard about anyone else being taken?
A The next day, sir.
CAPTAIN REEL: Thank you,.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
Q (By Captain Calyer) Mrs. Manuel, you don't mean
that no one else was taken until the next day, do you?
A No. I mean that I have heard it the nexﬁ day.
CAPTAIN REEL: Well, --
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission will interrupt to
say that cross examination of this witness is terminated.
/ CAPTAIN CALYER: Thank you, Mrs. Manuel, That's all,
’ . (Witness excused.)
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GENARO JACINTO
e " .
called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being first
duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows through

Interpreter Rodas,‘with'Interpreter GoJuhco acting as "check"

'Interpreter% ’
' ' DIRECT EXAMINATION

(By Captain Calyer) What is your name?

Genaro Jacinto.

Where do you reside?

Obando.

Are you the Mayor of Obando?

Yes. |

Did you see some Japanese come to the Barrio of
Paco, Town,of Obando, on the 10th of Deéember, 19447
A Yes, thefe were some Japanese.
Q Will you explain to the Commission what happened
that day? e
A Yes. On the 10th of December, 1944, at 3 o'clock

in the morning the Japanese came to the Barrio of Paco,

riding in trucks and some of them in tanks. As soon as

. they arrived there they looked for me and they asked the

people for me. They did not have to wait long before they
arrested me. When they arrested me they hog-tied me right
away. I was brought to the schoolhouse in Paco.

Q Do you know what branch of the service these Japanese
belonged to? | |

A I tiink they were both from the navy and the army.
Q What was that?

A I think they were both from the navy and the army,
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INTBRPRBTER RdDAS: Accurdin; to the witnnlo, thay
were nixed, some from the army and some from the navy,

CAPTAIN CALYER: Wasn't there sonnthing else he said?

INTERPRETER RODAS: "And they also were accompanied
by sume Pilipinos who pointod to the people, whose eyes
were blindfoldeQ. :

Q (By Captain Calyor) Were there some who were nili-
tary polioo?

A Yes, I think they were military police because they
brought me to the Airport Studio.

Q  What happened to you at the time they took you to
the school?

A In the schoolhouse I was mistreated very much. I
was beaten very much.‘ My whole body was beaten by rod, an
iron rod as big as my thumd and'they made a good job of
beating my legs and my knees,

Q What else did they do to you?

A They were not content with that but they tied me and
hanged me, They asked me to stand on a éhair and hanged
me to the ceiling. When they hanged me they removed the
chair and then took hold of my feet and thay-s@ruck and
with their force they struck me against the wall,

Q  Did they do anything else?

A That is all they did and after that they asked me
since when I became a guerrilla. And even if I were not a
guerrilla because of my -- becaqse 6: the pain'-- I had to
admit I was a Major in the Guerrillas of Obando, Bulacan
Province.,

Q Was that true?
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A~ No, it is not true.

Q Did you seé'any other people mistreated?

A There were many who';o;e*mistreated inside the
sqhothouaé, . v

- What'was dbné to!those other people?

A - . They also did always exactly what they did to me;

they were peaten.

Q "Anything else?

A They were beaten, some were hanged and then others
were asked to lay flat on benches and were given the water

cure.

Q How long did you stay at the school?
A From about 3 o'clock when I was brought to the

schoolhouse until about 8 o'clock at night.

Q ' Did ydu have any food during that time?

A We went there without having taken any food and
until 8 o'clock we were not given any food.

Q What else happened at the school?

A After I had admitted that I was the Major of the
guerrillas in Obando I was removed from being hanged and
they told me I was going to be shot. When I knew that
they were going to shoot me, I, on my bended knees pleaded
with them to spare my life because I had many children.
Q What did they do? ’

A They decided not to shoot me.
Q : Did you see the men lined up and made to pass before
someone?
A Yes. .
Q Will you tell about that?
12363
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A I think he is the spy who points to people who are
suspected of being guerrillas.
Were there some men pointed.out?

Many; he pointed to many..

Q
A
Q Do you know'ihefherAthose men were guerrillas?
A No, sir,y I do not know. ‘ ‘

Q What’hAppened'té those men?

A I think they were killed because I did not see any
one of them anymore after that.

Q What did you see done to them while you were still
there?

They were mistreated and they were beaten.

Were they taken away from Paco?

They were loaded into a truck about midnight. +
Where were you taken?

I was taken to the Airport Studio.

Is that in Manila?

Yes, in Manila, Azcarraga Street.

Was that the MP headquarters?

Yes, that is what I know of.

How long were you kept there?

Nine days.

O rr O » O P O > O > O >

After you returned did you make an official investi-
gation in the town?

A - Yes.

Q And as a result of that investigation, how many men
did you find had been killed?

A According to my official investigations, about 200

men were killed.
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Q Now, in February of 1945, did the Japanese come
again? | e

A Yes, sir. _ .

Q And did they visit several barrios in the town during
"the month of February? '

A Yes, February 25th they went to the barcio near the
river in the Town of Paco, but thﬁy did not go to the towm
itself, :

Q Do you know what happened on that day?

A Those Japanese who escaped from Intramuros found
themselves or r&n to that part of Obando, and that is where
they caught my family. '

Q What happened to your family?

A They were killed by the Japanese,

Q What members of your faﬁily were killed?

A My wife Pacita Payawal; my niece, Encarnita Payawalj
my daughter, nine-years-ald,Luz P. Jacinto; my daughter,
three-years-old, Rosario P. Jacinto, and my maid servant.
The only one who escaped in the family of mine is Tiburcia
Reyes, who is now here with me, and who has a big cut across
his back, |

Q Do you know anything about what happened at the

other barrios?

A Yes, in the Town éf Panghulo.

Q ‘ What happened there?

.CAPTAIN REEL: We will obJect to the question uhless
the basis of the witness' information is laid, It 1is
pufely rumor and hearsay and we object to it.

" GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Prosecution may develop the
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approach more fully,

Q (By Captain Calyer) When was this incident in
Panghulo that you speak about? ]

A On February 7th, 1945.-

Q  How do you know about what happened there?
A From the reports of people who were able to éscape
from there.

Q Was that an official report made to you as the Mayor
of the town? | '
A Yes.,
Q Will you tell what happened? _
CAPTAIN‘REEL: Sir, we object; this is taken from
reports of other people and making them official reports
just because he was Mayor and that does not make them
official,
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The objection is not sustained.

Proceed,
Q (By Captain Calyer) Will you tell what happened?
A On February 7th, in one part of the Barrio of

Panghulo there is a small house that contained hany people

and the Japanese weﬁt to this house and the moment they

arrived there they hog-tied the people and they killed them.
Agcordiné to reports, the women were separated from

the men and the women were raped and later on killed,

' Q Do you know anyone who escaped in that barrio? ,L\
A Yes. |
Q Wh_o?

A Juan Etuijera and he was with me,
Q Do you know what happened in any of the other barrios?
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‘GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission interrupts to say
‘that further qﬁeéfioning of this witness along that line
would be redundant and prefers discontinuing it.
CAPTAIN CALYER: A1l right, sir, we are finished with -
the witness. i AL
- CROSS-EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Reel) Between what dates were yoﬁ Mayor?
A 1938 until the present time.

Q Were you.layor‘all during the Japanese occupation?

A ~ Yes.,

Q When Japanese came on the 10th of December didn't
you tell them thét you were the Mayor?

A I told them, yes.

Q And did you tell them you had been the Mayor all

during their occupation?

A Yes.
Q And did they say anything about that?
A They were accusing me to be a guerrilla, head of

the guerrillas in Obando.
Q Now, when these military personnel came, I think
you said they were navy and army and MP's, the people who

accompanied them and pointed out the others, were they

Filipinos?
A I think they were Filipinos.
Q Do you know who any of them were?

A They were covered, their faces were covered. I
cannot tell.
Q I see. About how many of these men were navy men?

A I did not count them.
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Q - How many men were there altogether?

A There were many; they go back and forth from one
town to another. I cahnot count them.

Q .Were approximately half 6r thém navy men?

A I cannot tell if they‘are,'if one-half of them be-
-long to the navy or not. | ‘

Q Can you give us some idea of how many of.them were

MP's?
A I cannot tell because they do not stay in one place;

they go back and forth,
Q A1l right,
C/PTAIN REEL: Will you ask the witness if he knows
that I am referring to the men who came on 10 December, 1944%
INTERPRETER ROD/S: Yes.,
A Yes.
Q (By Captain Reel) Now, this official information
that you got from other persons relative to occurrences
in other barrios, was it part of your official information
that the soldiers or sailors,whoever they were that came
there, were escapeces from Intramuros?
A Yes.‘ -
 CAPTAIN REEL: That is all.
CAPTAIN C/LYER: That is all.
GENERAL REYNOLDS: There will be a recess for
approximately ten minutes.

(Short recess)
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GENERAL REYNOLDS : The Commission is in session. You
; : \

-may proceed,

CAPTAIN CALYER: Juan Etuijera.
- JUAN ETUIJERA

called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being
first duly sworn through Interpreter Rodas, was examined
and testified through Interpreter Rodas as follows, with

Interpreter Gojhnoo acting as "check!" Interpreter:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Calyer) What is your name?
A Juan Efuijera. :
Q Where do you live?
A Obando, Katangalan,
Q How old are you?
A 60 ye;rs.
Q On the 7th of February, 1945, did you see some Japanese
at Panghulo?
A Yes, in the place where we were,
Q How many’did you see? L
A Eight.
Q Do you know what branch of service they were from?
A According to what I know, they are army men.,
Q How do you know that?
A Because of the uniform that they wore, khaki shirt and
khaki pants. '
Q Did you see any marks on the uniform?
A I know there is an officer, because he brings with
him a sﬁord.
Did you see any stars on the uniform?
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A Yes, on the caps.

Q What happened on that day?

A On February 7, at about 4 o'clock in the afternoon,
an officer came, and then later was followed by three
soldiers.

Q What -did they do to you? '

A 'After the three soldiers came, four more followed,
bringing with them ropes. |

Q What did they do to you?

A Before February 7 we evacuated to that house, and on
February 7 these Jopanese came and they were looking around
in the place, about the place.

Q Yhat did they do to you?

A They asked us why we were there, and we answered that
we were hiding in that hut, or cottage.

Q Did they round up the people of the barrio?

A We were not taken; we were driven away from the hones

where we live.

Q On the 7th of Dccember, did the Japanese collect the
people?
A On what I remember, at Obando, the people were zoned

on Decenber 10.

Q We are now talking about February, 1945.
A I know; you said "Decenber."
Q If I did that, that is ny mistake. What heppened

to you on the 7th of February, 1945%

A On February 7, when these Japanese came to our house
with ropes, they went up and maybe by the order of their
cormanding officer, they search our bundles and the places

N
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where we kept our things. .

Q Did they take the nen, women and children from the

town? .

A No, we were there in that hut, 40 of us altogether.

Q Was thet men,'womén.and children?

A Yes. B . _
Q Now, what did the.Japanese do to the people in that hut?
A ~ They tied all of us, all men and the old wonen were

tied together. The children and the young girls were not

tied, and they were separated from our group.

Q
A

Now, what happened to the men?

After men and the old women were tiéd, one by one

were taken downstairs ond were killed, and bayoneted. I saw

one who was bayoneted and was thrown into the ditch.

Q
A

Did you see more than one killed?

I did not see, because as soon as they were taken down

the doors were closed, but afterwards I found all my com=
panions in that ditch, becausc I was the last one that
was killed -- that was supposcd to be killed.

Q
A

Now, what did they do to you?
I was taken downstairs, ny hands were tied at ny

back, and I was asked -- I was pushed to the fish pond.

Q
A

What happened there?
He held the gun, and with full strength he hit me

right here on ny neck.

Q

A
Y
A

WWhat part of the gun did he hit you with?
The handle, the point.

* Will you show the Cormission the mark of that blow?

Yes, sir.
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(The witness exhibited the back of his neck to the

commission,) .

Q Now, what happened to you after that?

A They threw me into the fish pond, face down.
Q  Vere you struek again?

A I cannot tell whether they hurt me again. All that I
felt was they steépped on me to see whether I was dead or

alive .
Q Weren't you struck on the shoulder also?
A Yes, I was struck once more on my shoulder with the

butt of the gun. And I will show the Commission.
Q Will you show it? |

(The witness exhibited his shoulder to the Cormission.)
o] While you were lying in the fish pond did you see

anyone else?
A Yes.
Q Who?

A My niece, who is single, who happened to have fallen
beside me on my right side.

Q 'hat was her condition when you saw her there?

A She called to me. She did not have any =- she was not
tied, and then I told her to untie me and that we are going

to leave.

Q Hed she been wounded?

A Yes, she has a wound in her abdomen.

Q Describe it. A
A Yes, she was bayoneted in the abdomen and her intes-

tines came out.

Q  Did you and your niece get out of the fish pond and
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go to a hut?

a

A Not in our hut, but into another place. We got away
far from that place. ’

Q And did you have a conversation with your niece at
‘that time? | | R |

€ A &
A Yes. ‘She was able to telk to me, and she was asking

for water because she was already dying at that tine.

Q Did she say what had ﬁappened?

A It is a sad story to tell, but she said that she was
raped and then was bayoneted in the abdomen, and then thrown
into the fish pond.

Q Did she say anything about other people who were with
her?

A She told me that 2ll -- she and all her conpanions

there were raped.

Q How nany were there?
A I know of nine, and two of then were norried.
Q Do you know how nany people werec killed in the group

that you were in?
A There were 29 killed.
Q Did that include women and children?
A Yes. One of them is a baby 19 days old,
THE WITNESS: 15 days.
CAPTAIN CALYER: You nay exanine.
CAPTAIN REEL: No questions.
CAPTAIN CALYER: Thank you, sir. That is all,

(Witness excused, )
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CAPTAIN CALYER: Primitivo Reyes.
PRIMITIVO REYES

called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being

first duly sworn, was exanined and testified as follows

through Interpreter Roda, with Interpreter Gojunco acting

as "check" Interpretef:

OH P O > O b O PP O > O P O O
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DIRECT EXAMINATION
(By Captain Calyer) What is your nane?
Primitivo Reyes, sir.

How o0ld are you?

14 years old.

Do you remember secing some Japonese last February?
Yes, I remember.

Were you coming down a river in a boat?
Yes.,

How many people were with you?

Around 50.

Do you know who some of those pepple were?
Yes; I know some of then.

Who were they?

Laurie; Carnita.

Were tbey girls?

Yes.

How old were theyf

I do not know how old they are.

Were they big girls or little girls?

Soﬁe of them were small.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Encourage the witness to speak

louder.
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CAPTAIN CALYER: All right, sir.
(Translated by Interpreter Rodas to the witness.)

Q (By Captain Calyer) Were there any other pebpie you
knew? '
A No more.

Q What did the Jﬁpanésé do to you and the other pepﬁle
in the boat? ' '

We were passing by and they fired shots at us.

What heppened to the people?

Those who were firedtat died,

And then what happened after that?

> O > O >

After they fired at us one of the Japanese =-- one of
the Japanese came near us.

Q And what did he do?

A Those who were still living were'bayoneted farther.
Q What did they do to the boat?

A They turned the bahco over, upside down.

Q And what happened to you?

A When the Japancse saw me he told me to come out of
the water, and then I was slashed here (indicating back of
neck) by a bayonet.

Q Was it a bayonet or a sword?
A Sword. '
Q Will you show the Cormission the scar on your back?

(Indicating scar on back at base of neck.)

Q How many of the people who were in the boat are still
alive?
A Nobody else except myself.

CAPTAIN CALYER: You may examine.

2375



» O P> O

CROSS EXAMINATION
(By Captain Reel) When in February did this occur?

25th of February.

And where is this river?

In Obando, near the canal.
CAPTAIN REEL: In Obando? |
INTERPRETER RODAS: In Obando.
CAPTAIN REEL: That's all,

CAPTAIN CALYER: That's all.
(Witness excused.)
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CAPTAIN HILL: 1If it please the Commission, the
next incident which we will present under the B111 of Parti-
culars is Item No. 72. ,

CAPTAIN REEL: If the Commission please, on two

different occasions we have been told that Item 72 ‘had been
completed. _

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Are you sure of the number?

CAPTAIN HILL: 8Sir, 72 is the paragraph rcciting
generally the térrorizing, brutalizing, massacring and
exterminating non-combatant civilians,men, women and
children in the Philippine Islands. Under that severai
incidents have already been presented. This is just another
one of them.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: This coming incident will not relate
to another item in the Bill of Particulars, will it?

CAPTAIN HILL: That is true, sir.

GENER/AL REYNOLDS: According to my recollection,
we have had evidence on this particular item on Nos. 13,

14, and 15. 1Is that correct?
- MAJOR KERR: We have covered 13 and 15, sir.
GENERAL REYNOLDS: Proceed.
GAVINA BANASIHAN
called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being first
duly sworn, was examined and testified aslfollows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION
Q (By Captain Hill) State your name.
A Gavina Banasihan.

CAPTAIN REEL: May we have some indication as to

wheﬁ Item 72 will be completed so we may know for the purposes

-
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of our preparation? It leaves us somewhat at a loss;
MAJOR KERR: When our case 1s completed, then 72
will be completed. Every case in the Philippines also
relates to 723 I cannot give any particular time when we
‘will be through with 72, -
CIPTAIN REEL: "e presume that everything has
to do with 723 nevertheless there are 122 other particulars.
There must have been some pﬁrpose in filing them. They
might just have iell only filed one.
GENERAL REYNOLDS: The point does not seem important.
You may proceed.
(By Captain Hill) Will you state your name again?
Gavina Banasihan. |
Where do you reside?
Los Banos, Laguna.
How old are you?
27.
What is your nationality? Are youa Filipina?
Yes, '
Where did you reside during February of this year?
Los Banos.
In what barrio of Los Banos?
San Antonio.
In which direction is that from Los Banos?
Nortﬁ.
And that is in the neighborhood of the Agricultural

O > Ot O o > o > O o > O

College, is it not?

A Yes.
Q I will ask you if you recall the day of February 25th,
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1945, when Japanese soldiers came to your barrio?

A Yes. . V. _

Q Will you tell the Commission briéfly exactly what
happened there on that occasion?

A Yes. That happened aboutAFebfuary 25th, Sunday
morning about 4:30 gﬁd we were awakened and we found that

we are already surrounded by about 60 Japanese that were

well-armed.

Q Were these members of the Japanese armed forces?
A Yes. |

Q Japanese soldiers? ,

A Yes.

Q Go ahead.

A /fter that they told us to stand up quickly. We

stand up and they tied all of us, each of the small children.
After they had tied us they spanked us, all of us,

Q You mean they slapped you?

A Yes.

Q And after that what happened?

A After that they told us to walk and cross the river

and after we are acfoss the river the officer shouted and
we found that pther soldiers got pieces of wood and after
that the officer shouted again. He told us to stay around
and they separated the boys from us. After we have stayed
around tﬁe children are separated also and this officer
shouted again and they begin to bayonet us. After they
bayoneted us, one of the soldiers pulled my hair and turned
me arounﬁ and looking to see whether I am alive. I just

laid there and after a few minutes I just opened my eyes
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slowly and looked where these Japanese soldiers are,
whether they are still there and I found that I am alone,
" the lone survivor. : |

Q How many civilians were taken into custody that day
in your barrio by the'Japaneée?

We are about 37. -

And were they men, women:and children?

Yes, sir. ‘

How many times were you bayoneted?

Two times.

Indicate to the Commission what part of your body.
Tﬂrough and through here and here (indicating).

O > O Fr O > O >

Did you see the other members of your group bayoneted,
also?

A Yes, sir.

Q Can you tell the Commission how many members or

how many persons survived that occasion?

A About five wounded in my family and I am alone who

survived; the lone survivor.

Q You are the only survivor in your family?
A Yes.,

Q But in the group of 37 there were five?

A Five wounded.

CAPTAIN HILL: You may cross-examine.
CAPTAIN REEL: No questions.
THE WITNESS: Tandaan mo! Yamashital

(Witness excused)
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called

FELICISIMA ORILLO
as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being -first

duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows:

Q

DIRECT EXAMINATION

"~ (By Captain H1l1l) State your néme to the Commission,

pleage.' Will you state your name, please?

O > O > O P O >
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Felicisima Orillo.
Where do you reside?
Los Banos, Laguna.

How o0ld are you?

" 25 years old.

What is your nationality?
Filipina.
Vhere did you reside during the first part of March,

Los Banos, Laguna.

In what barrio of Los Banos did you reside?

The Barrio of Malinta.

Where is that from the Town of Los Banos?

Between the college and the town.

About how far from the town?

One kilometer,

Do you recall any members of the Japanese armed forces
to your barrio on the 6th day of March, 19457

No; sir,

Did any Japanese come to your barrio that day?

March 6th?
Yes,
Yes, sir.
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Q - Will you tell the Commission Just.what happened when
these Japanese came to your barrio?
A ‘March 6th, Tuesday, about 2 o'clock in the“afterhooh
15 Japanese came and then -¢ | ’
Q - Pardon me just a minute. Were they Japanese soldiers
or sailors? |
A Soldiers.
Q They told us to come down from our houses and then
form a line, We were brought to the Barrio of Anos. When
we reached there the men were separated from the women and
then they were tied two by two and was bayoneted.

So to tell you the rest, the first two who was
bayoneted was my brothers.
Q How many people were taken into custody that day?
How many civilians were taken into custody By the Japanese

in your barrio?

A More or less we are 49,

Q And were you bayoneted?

A I was bayoneted once.

Q Will you indicate to the Commission where on your

body you were bayoneted?
A I beg your pardon?
Q Will you indicate by pointing to your body where you

were bayoneted?

A In the back.

Q Did you see any of the other civilians bayoneted

that day?

A Yes, sir.

Q Do you know how many persons survived that particular
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incident?

A Eight persons.
Q Does that include yourself?
A Yes, sir.
Q And then there were 41 civilians killed there at the

Barrio of Anos?

A Yes.

Q How many of your relatives wefe killed there?

A Five. My mother, ahd my four brothers and that is
all,

GENER/L REYNOLDS: What was the age of your brothers?
Find out from the witness the age of her brothers.
Q (By Captain H1l1l) State to the Commission fhe age
of your brothers that were killed there. A
A One is 18 and then the other 20; the younger one is
6 years old.
‘ GENERAL REYNOLDS: There is one other brother that
you haven't given the Commission his age. Will you do that,
please?
THE WITNESS: 12 years old; I forget.
CAPTAIN HILL: You may cross-examine.
CAPTAIN REEL: No questions.
(Witness excused)
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LORETA MONTECILLO

called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being

first

Q

duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows:.
| DIRECT EXAMINATION
(By Captain Hill) Will you state your'name, please,

to the Commission?

A My name, sir? Loreta Montecillo.

Q And where do you reside?

A Los Banos, Laguna.

Q How old are you?

A Thirty.

Q Where did you reside during the month of February of
this year?

A Barrio Tadlac, Los Banos, Laguna.

Q How far is your barrio from the town of Los Banos?
A One kilometer from Los Banos to that barrio.

Q Which direction from Los Banos?

A Direction?

Q Yes. Is it north, east, south, or west?

A - North, sir.

Q North?

A Yes.,

Q Do you recall the date of 21 February 1945, when a
group of Japanese came to your barrio?

A Yes, sir,

Q How many Japanese came to your barrio on that oc-
caslon?

A The 21st of February, six o'clock in the morning,
eight Japanese went to our homes, and they pick up the
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méns and bring them in another house. They say they will
give them a ﬁeeting. After that, at one o'clock in the
afternoon, they go to our homes agaig, thq'Japanese, and
tell to the wives of these mens to follow their husband so
that they will be given Byfpass. . Then all the womens and
kids follow, After that, one hour we stéy in that place,
and we are sent home. But we are so crowded; all womens
and kids are all together in a house. We stay there from
1:30 until 5:30, with closed window and guarded by three
Japanese. After that, around six o'clock, we were trans-
ferred in a big house; we are also crowded. }One lady who
is there three days show her kids to the Japﬁnese and tell
to pity her small baby, but the Japanese begin to bayonet

us,

Q Did they bayonet you?

A Yas, sir.

Q How many times?

A Three times, sir.

Q Did you see any other civilians bayoneted there?

A Yes, sir, I have seen plenty.

Q How many civilians were rounded up and taken to this

house in your barrio by the Japanese that day, if you know?
A Mens -- maybe mens is around 80, Womens, in the
place where we are bayonet, we are more than 40, children
and womens,

Q And do you know how many persons in your barrio of
those two éroups that you have told us about survived or
are living now?

A Yes, sir, In the mens I don't know, because I have
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not seen until now. But in womens, we are three; two
womens and one small kids,
Q Were any of your.relatives killed there by the Japan-
ese thét day? | ’
A Yes, sir. I got three kids and one husband.
Q- How old were your children‘that were killed?
A One is eight years old, one is four, and my small
baby four months -- she got five strike.
Q Have you seen or heard of any of the men that were
taken away by the Japanese that day, since then?
A No, sir.
CAPTAIN HILL: You may cross examine.
CAPTAIN REEL: No questions.
(Witness excused.)
FERNANDO SILVA
called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being
first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows:
'DIRECT EXAMINATION
Q (By Captain Hill) Will you state your name to the
Commission, please?
A Fernando Silva.
Q Speak louder, please.
A Fernando Silva,
Q And where do you live?
A Los Banos, Laguna.
Q What official position, if any, did you hold in the
municipality of Los Banos, Laguna?
A Chief of Police..
Q And during April of this year did you hold that same

2386



position?

A Yes, sir. o

Q Did you have occasion on or abouﬁzthe"3rd day of
April to go to the College Church? ‘

A Yes, sir,
Q Near Los Banos?
A Yes, sir,

Q Will you tell the.Commission what you saw there on

the College grounds in the ruins of the church?

A On the 3rd of February I went to the College of
Agriculture, to the chapel there., When I reached the

chapel I see more or less 300 bodies who were burned, and

I see only the skeletons and bones of the people.who was
massacred in that place.

Q Now, how did you estimate 300 bodies?

A Because I see the skull,

Q And tell the Commission where these skulls and charred

bones were,

A They were scattered inside the church there, inside
the church.

Q Inside the church itself?

A Yes, sir.

Q Now, did you reside down in Los Banos in February of
this year? .

A Yes, sir,

Q Do you recall on the 28th of February a group of

Japanese coming to your home?
A Yes, sir, |
Q Tell the Commission about that.
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A It was on February 28th, at about 11:30 in the even-
ing. Thirty Japanese come to my house, and then open the

door by force --

Q. Were there any other people gathered in your house at
that time? - | |

A Yes, sir; we are about 50 peoplé in that house, sir.
Q  Were they all civilians? |

A Yes, sir,

Q Were they men, women, or children?

A Yes, sir.

Q Go ahead.

A Then the Japanese forced the door, and then one of my

companions by tﬁe name of Sebero Seguerra tried to stand,
and then the Japaﬂese jyst stab him, bayoneted him, and
he was killed. Then he bayoneted me three times, but I was
not killed, because I jumped to the window, and then after
three minutes I went back to the house and tell the Japan-
ese that I was a '"ganap", because there was a Kempel Tail
who understood how to speak English, at that time. Then
after that he told me if the people were "ganaps," all the
people living there were '"ganaps,'" and I said they were
all "ganaps," and then he told me that nobody will come
dbwn, and they leave us and take the body who was killed.
After that they went to the house near my house, and
then the Kempel Tai called the men inside, because he
knows how to speak English, and he said, "I want all the
men outgide," and when the men come out -- there was a
small child who come out first, and they run near my place,
and then two Japanese followed that small child and then

N—
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bayoneted him, and I saw him bayoneted three times.

After that they went back -- at the back of my house,
and therefthey again called the men inside the hduse; and
when the women and men are cqning out they staited bayonet-
ing the men without any question at all,

Q How many civilians'were killed there at your house
that night? | |

In my house one civilién was killed.

How many were killed there in your yard?

In our yard there are about 50 men.

About 50 men?

Yes, sir.

o > o » o P

Were there any women or children killed there that
night?

A Yes, sir; that is including women and children.

Q Go ahead, if there is anything else that you want to
tell the Commission about.

A The next morning the Japanese picked all the men in
that nearby house, and then told us to bury all the men
that was massacred. The first body we buried was the body
of David Gardner, the son of an American oficionado. He
has also a son who is still alive on that morning. A
Japanese captaiﬁ -- I am not sure if he was a captain, but
he was often called a captain -- Captain Konishi -- who
assignedlus-a Japanese to get the bayonet and then stab the
boy who was still alive in the morning, thét was the sur-
vivor of the massacre during the night time.

Q Were ybu bayoneted, yourself?

A Yes, sir, but I was not killed.
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Q How many times were you bayoneted?
A Three times, sir,
Q Indicate to the Commission, by pointing on -your body,
the places where you were bayoneted.
A . The first time I was bayoneted right in that place
(indicating), and I jumped in the corner of the house, and
then another Japanese bayéneted me, and when I Qas standing
at the window another Japanese bayoneted me right here (in-
dicating), and I jumped to the window.
Q Now, your house was located right in the town of Los
Banos, was it not?
A Yes, sir.
CAPTAIN HILL: You may cross examin;.
GENERAL REYNOLDS: Show the Commission the wounds.
CAPTAIN HILL: The Commission would like to see your
wounds .

THE WITNESS: I was not killed, sir.

Q (By Captain Hil11) I thought you said you were bayonet-
ed three times.

A I was bayoneted three times, but I was not hit.

Q You mean you don't have any wounds from 1it?

A Yes, sir; I was bayoneted, but I was not hit,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: He may have meant that the Japan-
ese attempted to bayonet him and he jumped away, and one
member of the Commission understood it that way in direct
testimony. |

CAPTAIN HILL: I understood he was wounded, and he

. told me last night that he was, three times.
THE WITNESS: Bayoneted three times, but not hit.

2390



Q (By Captain H1ll) They didn't actually jab the bayonet
into you? F : '

A Yes, sir.,

Q }But thgy attempted to?

A They attempted to Bayonet-me three times.

Q Did you see any of these other civilians bayoneted
there, killed? '

A Yes, Sir.

Q How many of them did you actually see bayoneted and
killed?

A About 15 of them.,
Q About 157
A Yes, sir,
Q And did you see, besides those 15 -- did you see
other bodies the next morning that had been bayoneted and
that were dead?
A Yes, sir; there were about 50, sir,
Q Altogether?
A All together,
CAPTAIN HILL: You may cross examine.

. CROSS EXAMINATION
Q (By Captain Reel) You told the Japanese that you were
a member of the "ganap"? ‘

A Yes, sir; that was after I was bayoneted.

Q Well, was that true? Had you been a member of the
ganap? |
A No, sir.
Q Were there many ganaps in that area?
A A None, sir.
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Q None at all? What made you tell the Japanese that
you were a member of the ganap?
A Again, sir?
Q What caused you to tell the Japanese that you were a
member of the ganap? ' | '
A Because during that day, sir, the day before that day,
Aurelio Aimazan told the peoplé to get an armband for the
ganap., .

~ CAPTAIN REEL: Will the reporter give me that name he
mentioned?
THE REPORTER: Aurelio Almazan,
(By Captain Reel) Who was he?
He was former Mayor of Los Banos, Laguna,
Now, did you know what the ganap was?
Yes, sir,
Were there guerrillas active in that town?
I beg pardon.

Were there guerrillas active in or near Los Banos?

> O > O B O O O

I don't understand,
(The question was translated to the witness by
Interpreter Gojunco.)

THE WITNESS: There was no guerrilla in the town, sir.
Q (By Captain Reel) Were there some nearby?
A From the mountains, I hear there are guerrillas in
the mountains.
Q Do you know of any guerrilla attacks that dccurred
near Los Banos?
A I just hear, sir, but I don't know anything.
Q You did hear of some?
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Yes, sir,
You didn't see an& dead Japanese soldiers?
I beg pardon? " '
You didn't see any dead Japanése soldiers?
No, sir, I didn't see. |
Did you hear of any?
No, sir, '
When you went back there on the 3rd of April you
found Some bodies in the church, is that right?
A Yes, sir,
Q AﬁdAwas the church damaged?
A It was burned, sir,
Q Were there holes in it?
A What is that?
Q Were there holes in the wall?
A Holes?
Q Yes.
A It was -- the windows are all burned, sir, and it was

open during that day.
Q And were there big holes in the walls of that church?
A I beg your pardon?
CAPTAIN REEL: Will you read the question?
(Question read,)
A The window itself, sir, is open,

‘ (By Captain Reel) Was the roof damaged? 4
GENERAL REYNOLDS: Try it through the Interpreter.
CAPTAIN REEL: Will you read my question to the

Interpreter?

(The question referred to was read by the reporter
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as follows:
"Q And were there big holes in the walls of
that church?") ‘
(The question was translated to the witness by
-Interpreter Rodas.)

A (Through Intérpreter Rodas) There were no holes in
the walls; only the holes were the windows itself,
Q (By Captain Reel) And was the roof damaged?

(The question was translated to the witness by
Interpreter Rodas.)

A (Through Interpreter Rodas) Yes.

Q (By Captain Reel) And is it true that there had been
considerable shelling of Los Banos before the 3rd of April?
(The question was translated to the witness by

Interpreter Rodas,)
A (Through Interpreter Rodas) Yes, right in the town.

CAPTAIN REEL: That is all.

(Witness excused.)

GENERAL REYNOLDS: How many more witnesses does the
Prosecution have?

CAPTAIN HILL: I have one more in this incident, sir,
and I have two witnesses each in two other incidents, which
will be very brief. ‘

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Are you through with this witness?

CAPTAIN HILL: Yes, sir,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission will recess briefly,
and continue,

(Short recess.,)
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- GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission is in session.
You may proceed, ' _
CAPTAIN HILL: MNr. Almasan.
AURILITO ALMASAN
call&d_és a wifness on behalf of the Prosecution, being first
duly swqrn; was examined and testified as follows:
| DIRECT EXAMINATION
CAPTAIN HILL: Speak loudly, Mr, Almasan, and in the
direction of the Commission, please,

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir,

Q “(By Captain Hill) State your name to the Commission,
A Aurillio Almasan is my name,

Q And you reside at LosiBanos, Laguna, P.I.?

A Yes, sir.

Q You are a Filipind by nationality., And how old are
you?

A I am 47 years old.

Q During the month-of February of this year did you

hold any official position in the municipality of los

Banos?
A I was mayor of that municipality.
Q Do you recall on 19 February 1945 having a conversa=-

tion at los ﬁdnos with an officer of th;'Japanese Army?
A Yes, sir,
" Q Will you relate that conversation to the Commission,
please? |
CAPTAIN REEL: We object, sir,
GENERAL REYNOLDS: Not sustained. Proceed.
CAPTAIN HILL: Go ahead, Relate the conversaion,
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piease.

A _ I was at thé residence of the garrison commander.
Q (By Captain Hill) The Japanese garrison commander?
A The Jhpanose'ggrrison commander. And there was a

Japanese géntleman there who was in civilian clothes.

- Q How old a man was he? :
A He Wan pretty near my age: about 40 or 47, somethink
like that., And he told me that the ==
Q " Did he identify himself to you in any way?
A At that time he did not, but I am going to that.
Q Go ahead.,
A He told me that the Filipinos were doublecrossers;

that they did not have any stated belief; that they were
doublefaced, because when they are in the. presence of
Japanese they were-pro-Japdnese, they say, and when they are
in the presence of Americans they say they are pro-Americans.
"And so you deserve to be killed. All of you Filipinos
will be killed anyway. You prepare a list", they told me --
he told me, "of about fifty persons in the municipality of
Los Banos that i1s good Filipino citizens, that is pro=- :
Japanese elements, and all the rest, all those people who
are not in the list, will be killed".

Q Did you have any further conversation with him?

A Then two days later I was called to a house -- a
Japanese house, too -- a Japanese property -- by the same
gentleman, and told me that, in his words as far as I can
remember -- he say "I am a member of the general staff",

Q Was this the same man who told you to prepare the
list?
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A The same mﬁn.
Q Go ahead. v A
A »"I am a member of the general staff,. I have importaht
duty here, I am éoing to'sféi,hare until victory, You are
not to reveal this to anyone", .

I say "Yes, sir", '

Did he tell you on.whose general staff he was?

He did not, sir.

Did you learn anything more about his identity?

I did not, sir. -

And how long did he stay there in Los Banos that you
know of?

O P> O P O

A He was off and on until about -- I saw him on
February 19th and about two weeks later, I did not see
him. any more,

CAPTAIN REEL: 8Sir, the testimony of the conversation
is now completed. We at this time move to have it stricken,
Hearsay from an unidentified source.,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The objection is not sustained,
You may proceed. , |
Q (By Captain Hil1ll) Did you have any other further
cohversation with this general staff officer? o
A No more, sir.

CAPTAIN HILL: You may cross examine,
CROSS EXAMINATION
(By Captain Reel) This man was a civilian?
He wore civilian clothes, sir,
So he was not an officer, 1Is that right?
Whether he was or he was not I do not know, but he

e O, O
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told me that he was a member of the general staff.

Q

And when the Prosecution asked you just now about

conversations with an "officer" of the general staff you

don't mean to tell us that, so far as your peréonal know=

- ledge 1s concerned, thAt this man was an officer, do you?

A

was an

Banos ?

g »
5
(]

> O O B O P O

As far as I am coﬁcerned,I do not know'whether he
officer, He tol& me he was an officer.

He said he was an officer?

He was a member of the general staff.

Now, which-was it? Did he say that "I am a member
general staff" or that "I am an officer",

He told me that he was a member of the genéral staff,
Now, when were you mayor of the muhicipality of Los
Between what dates?

That was February 12th when I ﬁas placed in there
people themselves, not by the puppet government.
February l12th?

1945, sir,

And where are you living now?

In Los Banos, sir,

Are you out on bail?

I am not the mayor any more.
What is that?

I am not the mayor any longer.

CAPTAIN REEL: Will the reporter read that answer,

please? I did not get it.

Q

tAnswer read)

(By Captain Reel) My question was, Are you now out

on bail?
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A No, sir.

Q  After you were told this statement, that everybody
except the fifty persons that you would 1list were going to
be killed, what did you do?

A Well, certainly I did not Knoir first -- At first

I did not know what to do., And then the second day I told |
them -~ I went to the eommander\ot the garrison and told‘
him that I could not give the list because everybody was a
cooperator in that place -- ‘

Q Yes.

A == in an effort to save the'people of Los Banos.

Q Yes, Did you do anything else?

A Yes, sir,

Q What else did you do?

A We told them that we were going to -- I gathered

all the leaders of the town and told them that we were ready
to cooperate with them,

Q Told whom?
A The garrison commander, sir,
Q Told the garrison commander that you and the leaders

of the town were ready to cooperate?

A Yes, sir,

Q What else. did you do?

A . Well, you mean -~ you mean day after day, sir?
Q Well, I will rephraée the question, Outside of

talking to the garrison commander twice, once telling him
that you couldn't prepare a list and once telling him that
‘you had the leaders of the town all ready to cooperate, did

ydu have any other conversation with the garrison commander?
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With the garrison commander no more,

A

Q Did you tell any of the people of the town about this?
A Yes; sir, '

Q Did you tell them that they were all going to be
killed? b

A I did not, sir, _

Q Did you warn anybody to get out of town?

A I warn == I told the -- I wrote a letter already

== On that day, the 19th of February,.I wrote a letter
to some guerrilla unit in Pila asking them to help me, be=
cause I thought we would be killed,
Q You wrote a letter to whom?
A To a guerrilla unit under the command of General
Avancena.

And where was that unit?

In Pila, sir,

Q

A

Q Was it a very large unit?

A I don't know, sir,

Q What did you do about it?

A Well, I knew him to be a guerrilla all the time.

That is why I asked help from him.

Q . Did you send anybody out of town?
A Yes, sir,

Q Whom d4id you send out of town?

A One ==

CAPTAIN HILL: I object to that as not proper cross
examination, I think he has been permitted to go at great
length in the examination of this witness.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Not sustained, You may proceed.
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CAPTAIN REEL: Thank you, sir,

Will the repor%ér please read the last question?

(Question read) : e

- THE WITNESS: - Shall I apswer?

CAPTAIN HILL: Yes, :
A (continuing) A man by the néme_ of -- He was called
"Rencio" in my place, Florénci!.o de_gofja.

Q (By Captain Reel) '"Barnjo"? i
A Borja".

Q "Bord jo"?

A "Borja".

CAPTAIN REEL: Do .you know what that is, Mr.
Reporter?

REPORTER CONKLIN: ‘B=o-r=j=-a.

THE WITNESS:  B-o-r-j-a.

Q (By Captain Reel) Yes. Anybody else?

A 'And Melencio LEM-\

Q: Anybody else?

AL I don't know his real name, but Melencio, We call
him "Mélen". Melencio Lantiga. :

Q Anybody else?

A Those are about all, those two,

Q And you didn't give any list at all to the Japanese
garrison? '

A‘ I beg your pardon?

Q You didn't give any 1ist at all to the Japanese
garrison? '

A No, sir,

Q Did you tell them that you were cooperating?
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Yes, sir,
Do you speak Japanese?
I don't, sir, b
'Did this man speak in English?
He spoke in English well, sir.
With no interpreter there?
" No interpreter that time.
Was anybody there besides this civilian who said he
was a member of the general staff and yourself at the time

O P O P O > o P

of that conversation?
A . The garrison commander, sir, and some petty officers

-=- Japanese petty officers.

Q Anybody else?

A No more, sir,

Q He didn't tell you with what general staff he was
connected?

A He did not, sir,

Q Now, you were mayor of the entire municipality of
Los Banos?

A Yes, sir,

Q . What is the population of the entire municipality

of Los Banos?

A ~ About normally, in normal times we were about from
twelve to thirteen thousand, but at that time I think it
dwindled to about ten thousand,

Q So there were about ten thousand people in Los Banos
at that time?

A Yes, sir; about ten thousand.

Q And you were told to prepare a list of fifty?
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A Yes, sir., - (>
. GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission interrupts to say

that the crbcs examination does not appnaf to be productive
and to inquire of counsel the purpose of contimuing.

CAPTAIN m: Well, sir, the cross examination goes
to the credibility of the witness, The purpose of the cross
examination is to aid the Commission to enable it to deecide
the credibility of this witness. The witness has testified
that he was told to make a 1ist of fifty persons, That
leaégs 9,950 who were going to be wipéd out, And he has
testified that he told two, Florencio de Borja and Melencio
Lantiga, to leave town, |

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission understands it
and permits you to continue. It is pointed out that he
has mentioned at least four times that he was ordered to
make a 1list of fifty people., The Commission is willing
to accept that without further questions along the same
line, but you may continue.

CAPTAIN REEL: Thank you, sir,.
Q (By Captain Reel) Do we understand that you don't
know the name of this civilian who talked to you?

A I don't, sir, A
Q Had you ever seen him before?
A Before that time? No, sir,

CAPTAIN REEL: That's all,
CAPTAIN HILL: That's all.

(Witness excused)
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EULOGIO GUZMAN ' 7
called as a witness.oﬁ behalf of the Prosecution, being
first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows:

CAPTAIN HILL: 8ir, this is a new incident, covered
by item 111 of ‘the Supplemental Bill of Perticulars.

| DIRECT EXAMINATION

(By Ceptain Hi11) Will you state your nane, pleaseé?

Eulogio Guzman.

Whafe do you reside, Mr, Guzman?

Bayombong, Nueva, Vizcaya.

Q

A

“

A

Q Bow old are you?
A I am 29 years of age.

Q What is your nationality?

A Filipino.

Q During the month of December, 1944, where did you
reside?

A Bayombong, Vizcaya.

Q During the month of December, '44, were you a prisoner

of the Japanese arrmy at Bayombong Garrison?

A Yes, sir.

Q Do you recall being sent on o detail during that
nonth by the Japanese to dig some graves?

A Yes.

Q Will you relate to the Cormission what occurred at
that tine?

A On that part of December, 1944, I was detailed to dig
holes for those prisoners to be executed,
Q How many besides yourself were detailed to dig these

holes or graves?
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We were around Qix. ; .

And did you dig these hbles‘or gravés?

Yes, sir. '

Where did you dig them? '>

Just back of tha municipal governmant of Bayombong.
And after you hnd completed this datail, then whnt,

if anything, took place?

A Yes, sir. Before the victims are to be executed one
~of those in charge of the Japanese soldiers said a few words
to the Filipinos to be executed. He say they were Filipinos
and they are no gdod, "You pPatay"; you "Campi, Americano.

No good." Then one of the soldiers thrust his bayonet
through the victim and pushed him to his grave.

Q Where did they take hin to execute him?

O > o > o >

A I beg your pardon?

Q  VWhere did the Japanese take these victims to be
executed?

A Fron the garrison,

. Q Did they take then to these graves that your detail
had dug?

A I beg your -pardon?

Q Did they take these prisoners to the graves where
you had dug these holes?

| No, sir.

When they killed then where were they killed?

Just back of the government.

Where you had dug these holes?

Yes, sir.

And tell the Commission just how they proceeded to

O > o > o >
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kill each one of these victima?

A Before the killing took place‘they'were qﬁastioned.
Then after the queatiéns they are tortured. G
bid‘you see thenm tortured7.

1 have seen others so ‘tortured.

You did not see these tortured?

No, sir. o '

Tell what they did to these men that they killed.
They undressed the fellow and then tied him around
his body to a table and got a whip and whipped him.

Q You are testifying about the torture. I want you to
tell how they killed these people there behind the municipal
building.

A Yes. They had to line up. Then they had to go one
by one to face their graves, but before the killing took
place the one in charge had to say a few words to them, to

> © » © > o

the men executed. He said, "You Patay; no good Filipino;
you Campi, Americano." He said, "No good."
Q After that did they kill him?

>

Yes,

How did they kill -hin?

They thrust a bayonet.

Did you sec them killed?

I was only about three meters away.

How many did you seec killed there that day?

During that execution I have witnessed 30 of then.
Were they all killed the same day?

Yes, sir.

And did you know any of the people that were killed?

O P O r O P O = O
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Yes, sir.

How many of them did you know?

I know only one.

 What was his name?

Lgoncio de Lecn.

Was he fronm Baybmbong?

No, sir.

Where was he fron? :
I think he is from Isabela.

All of those that were killed had they been in the

© > o > 0 > o0 > o >

garrison as prisoners like yourﬁolr?

A  Yes, sir,

Q Now, during the tine that you were in that garrison
as a prisoner did you see anyone tortured?

A Yes, sir,

Q Well, I want you to tell the Commission briefly just
how you saw the Japanese torture prisoners there at the
garrison.

A You know, sir, at the same time I was detailed as

a cook, and the boiling water for boiling purposes is used
for the officers. In that building there is a room for
torture. Of course I can peep. There is a small hole where
you can peep and see the victim being tortured. I have
seen one being tortured, all dressed out, a rope tied
around his body, and they poured a can of water; firét of
all they placed a wet blanket on his face, cover his mouth
and nose, anﬁ they pour a can of water on his face until
he say, "Yes," to answer the questions.

If he says, 'No," they pour again another can of water.
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Q  You mean they poured it in his mouth?

A Yes, sir, |

Q. Go ahead. |

A Because the victim could not endure the torture he
‘died. I have seen him drug out of the térture room.

Q Did you see then do anything else to them besides pour
water down their moutha?

A By using clubs, beating any part of the body whether
it i1s face or any part.

Q Did you see them kill any persons that way by tortur-
ing then?

A That fellow only; one person while I was there.

Q Only one person while you were there?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did you know his name?

A Yes, sir.
Q What was his name?
A Vivencio de Leon, the brother of the other one.
Q Anong the 30 that you have testified you saw killed

at one time, were they 2ll men?

A Yes, sir.

Q And was this garrison a Japanese army garrison?
A Yes, sir. '

Q And were the Japanese that killed these 30 in the
Japanese army?

A Yes, sir.

Q Were there any officers arognd that garrison?

A . Yes, sir.

Q How many officers did you see or know around there?
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I know only one of them.
What was his name?.
Captain Nosino.
Did he have charge of these killings there?
He was the one responsible for the kiliing;..
CAPTAIN HILL: You may crqu exanine.
CAPTAIN REEL: Moy we 1nqu1re'as to-what specification
this witness is testifying under?

CAPTAIN HILL: Specification 111.

CAPTAIN REEL: There seens to be some discrepancy.
The testimony had to do with the date of Decenber, 1944,

> O > © >

The specifications which have been prepared are for March
of 1945.

CAPTAIN HILL: Apparently there is an error in dates,
sir. That is the incident referred to, however.

CAPTAIN REEL: The opinion of the defense is that
the entire matter is irrelevent as. to the charge before
the Gomnmission. ‘

CAPTAIN HILL: If there is any argument abo;t that,
-we would like permission of the Commission to present it
under item number 72, the éeneral paragraph.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Cornrmission will take this
matter under advisement and render an opinion on it to-
morrow morning.

CAPTAIN HILL: Yes, sir.

CAPTAIN REEL: I have one question of the witness
. only, and I might as well ask him now, since he is here.
CROSS EXAMINATION

~

Q (By Captain Reel) Was this an M. P. garrison, a
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a nilitary police garrison?

A " ‘No, si¥,

CAPTAIN REEL: That is all.
' .(Witness excused.)’

_ . ANTONIO VASQUEZ :
called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being
first duly sworn, was examined aﬁd'testiriea through Inter=-
preter Celis as follows, with Interpreter Albano acting
as "check" Interpreter:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

Q (By Captain Hill) Vill you state your name?
What is your name?

A Antonio Vasquez.

Q Where do you live?

A Bayonmbong, Vizcaya.

Q What is your nationality?

A Filipino.

Q How old arec you?

A 58 years old.

Q During the nonth of December of 1944, were you a
prisoner in the Japanese garrison at Bayombong?

A Yes, sir.

Q Were you on the detril during December, I bellieve on

the 11th or shortly thereafter, that dug some graves there
behind the municipal building?

A I was, sir.
Q Did you see thec 30 persons killed there by these
graves? | '

A Yes, sir, because we were thc ones who dug up the

/
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hole.

Q Did you know any of the 30 men that were killed there?
A I don't know then. I could not recognize any of -then,
’ sir, beeaua§ it was getting late and dark.

Q Were any of the other members of your family held as
‘prisoners in the Japanese garrison at the same tine you were?
.There was, sir,

What nember of your fanily?

Fortunata Vasques, my daughter.

How o0ld was your daughter?

17, |

Did you see the Japanese abuse or mistreat your

OH P O P> O >

daughter while she was held as a prisoner there in the

garrison?

A I saw, sir, they took her by force inside the garri-

son and then they bring her out.

Q Do you know what they did to your daughter there?
INTERPRETER CELIS: According to the witness he says

that he cannot say because women are by nature weak, and

then she is taken by night and I don't know what they do |

to her.

Q (By Captain Hill) How many times did he see the

Jepanese take his daughter at night out of the garrison?

A Three times, sir,

Q And did they always take her by force?

A Yes, sir, they. always take her by force.

Q Did your daughter ever tell you what the Japanese

did to her when they took her out?

A She used to tecll me when she comes home.

-
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‘ What did she tell you? (>
She told me that they try to abuse her chastity.
Did they abuse her chastity? . .
- She was really abused, because she told me so, and

> O . > O

bés;dés she~cannot reruie_tha Japanese because she was
afraid of then, . .

Q ﬁow, when the Japaﬂesé abandoned this garrison at
Bayonmbong, did they take any of the civilians with them?
Withdraw the question,

When the Japanese left Bayombong, did they force any

civilians to go with them? |

A They transferred the wonen pfisonors to Caoayan
‘Isabela. .

Q Did they take your daughter with then?

A Yes, sir.

Q And did they take any other wonen besides your
daughter?

A There were five others.

Q And do you know what heppened to those five wonmen?

A I don't know, sir, because I was also confined to the
«irrison. '

CAPTAIN HILL: You nay cross exanine,
CAPTAIN REEL: No questions, That is all.

(Witness excused.)
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CAPTAIN HILL: I have one witness, sir, that I wish

to present, another matter in Item No. 72.

DANIEL SANTIAGO

‘called as a witness on behalf of the Prosecution, being
/first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows:

Q (By qufain Hill) Will you state your name, please?
A Mw.néme is Daiiel Santiago. '
Q Where do you reside?
A I reside in the barrio of Duau, municipality of
Bayombong.
Q How old are you?
A I am 32 years old now.
Q What is your nationality?
A Filipino.
Q  Were you living in that same barrio in December of
19447
A No, sir,
Q Where were you living then?

A We live in the barrio of Baretbet; that is what we

call Bagabag Ferry.
. CAPTAIN REEL: Could we have that identified?

CAPTAIN HILL: B-a-g-a-b-a-g; Bagabag.
CAPTAIN REEL: Where is that?
CAPTAIN HILL: It is up near Bayombong, in that

neighborhood.

Q

(By Captain Hill) Do you recall on 17 December 1944

being taken by the Japanese to Bagabag Fer:y?

A
Q

Yes, sir, I remember that date. That was Sunday.
You go ahead, now, and briefly tell the Commission



:
just what transpired at that time, 7

A 3% wasvearlj in the morning of December 17th, it was

" Sunday, 1944, when we werekadviaed.by the garrison in charge
of Bagabag, or Bagabag Ferfy, fhat there will be a meeting
held at Bagabag Bridgei.and at that time for a few minutes,
The garrison in éhargoladvise'us that we shall wait forAtho
garrison commander fron-Bayénbonx, because he is going to
deliver some speech to the people. But afterward when we
‘arrived in the place where we were supposed to held the
meeting, here comes the garrison commander with his companion,
Jose Rumbawa,

Q | Who was he? :

A One of the collaborationists.

Q Go ahead and tell what they did,

A And upon arriving at our /place, they just point anybody
they want to massacre.

Q Now, how many people had gathered there at the ferry,
do you remember?

A All mens at the age of 15 and above.

Q All men in the barrio over the age of 15 were gathered
there?
A YGS_, 811‘.

Q All right. Go ahead and tell what this officer from
Bayombong and the collaborationist did.

A They Jjust selected the men they want to kill, sir.

Q And how many did they select?

A We were 25 in all, but only four of us were left.

Q Go ahead and tell the Commission what they did, if
anything, toward the killing of these civilians.
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A Aftgr tying the 25 men, they brouiif us to the bank
of the river, and that is the place where they made the
killing, . ' ‘
' : How did thoy,kill these people?

Thoy use, their bayunet and gun.

And how many people were killed there at that time?
Thore were 21 poopla killed.

Were all of these 21 persons civilians?

Yes, sir, all of them were civilians,

And were these Japanese in the Army or the Navy?
They are Army, sir,

Were they Military Police, do you know?

No, sir,

They were regular Japanese Army?

Yes, sir,

Do you have a list of those people that were killed in

O > 0 > O > O > O > O P o

your barrio that day, by the Japanese?
A Yes, sir, I have a list,
Q Do you have it with you?
A It is with my companion.
Q I wish you would read the list of names into the
record, of those persons killed. Give the reporter the
names of those you can think of, then you can read from the
list the balance. Can you tell the reporter those you re-
member?

CAPTAIN REEL: Well, sir, if the Commission please,
we wish the witness would tell those that he can remember.
We object to his reading from ﬁ list, unless it refreshes

his recollection,
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CAPTAIN HILL: I will have’him identify that list.
Q  (By Captain Hill) Tell the Commission what the list
is that you hold in your hand and propose to read from.
el This 1ist is the names of those poopln who were killod.
- No, 1 is Criapin Dumlao -~
Q Wait Jjust a minute. Did you helﬁ prepare that list?
A : prepared this 1list, sir, but -~
Q You preparod the 1list?
A Yes, sir,
Q And you may read from it, with the permission of the
Commission, to refresh your recollection, the names of
those that were killed. _

GENERAL REYNOLDS: We will want more information about
it, '
THE WITNESS: All of these 21, sir, were killed.
(By Captain Hill) When did you prepare that 1ist?
Before we came here, sir,
Just before you came down here to testify, yﬁu mean?
Yes, sir, '
And you prepared the list yourself?
Yes, sir, I prepared myself,

OH B O P O B O

From your memory of those persons that you knew were
killed?
A Yes, sir. I know them very well,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The list contains names of people
who, from your own knowledge, were killed at the time in
question, is that correct?

THE WITNESS: I beg your pardon?
GENERAL REYNOLDS: 1Is this a list prepared from your
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own knowledge of events, or a list prepared by later inves-

tigation? | i

THE WITNESS: I prepared this myself, sir,
Q  (By Captain Hill) Did you prepare it from your own
kﬁp!lodge? 3 '

A  Yes, sir, :
GENERAL REYNOLDS: 1Is he using that list only to re-

fresh his memory? .

" CAPTAIN HILL: That is right, sir,
‘ CAPTAIN REEL: If the list i1s used to refresh his
recollection, we do not object to it, but it will have to
be taken away from him, and he can't read from it. I would
suggest, sir, if just bergizi:hii witness came down here his
memory was sound enough to- e out the list, certainly it
is sound enough now to state the names without having access
to the 1list,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission would, itself, feel
happier about it, in view of the circumstances, if you
would ask him to name some people from memory, and let us
see whether he can do so,
Q  (By Captain Hill) Without using the list, will you
give the reporter the names of all thdse that you can remem-
ber who were killed there that day by the Japanese?
A Yeé, sir,
Q Go ahead.
A No. 1 1s Cerilo Ricoj; second is Crispin Dumlaoj;
Juen Soriano; Esteban Soriano; Catarina Sorianoj Amelio
Nolladaj; Pablo Domingo; Toribeo Manuel -- (pause) --

CAPTAIN HILL: I thought, sir, that this list would
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possibly_séve time, with him stopping to think of these names.,
I think if we give him time he can think of it. He told them
to me last night after considerable thought. ‘

Q (By Captain Hi;l) Can you think of any othera?'

A I could not quite remember the names, sir,

CAPTAIN HILL: For the purpose of refreshing his re-
collectioﬂ,'may Mo Gise Sha 1ist now? :

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Ask the witness how many more in-
dividuals are involved whose names he cannot now recall, and
see what he says.,

Q (By Captain Hill) 1In addition to those persons that
you have named, how many others were killed there that day,
do you know?

A I remember only the 21 men, sir,

Q And did you at that time know all of these 21 men
personally? Were they people that lived there in the barrio
where you lived?

A Yes, sir,

Q And people that you saw and knew there every day in
the barrio?

A Yes, sir.

CAPTAIN HILL: We would request again that he be per-
mitted to use his 1list to refresh his recollection.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: The Commission feels that is suf-
ficient. Defense may cross examine, unless you have more
testimony other than names that you wish to bring out.

CAPTAIN HILL: No, I don't have.

CROSS EXAMINATION
Q (By Captain Reel) Will you éive us the name of the
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collabor;tor who came with the garrison commander?
A Beg pardon? ‘

(Question read.)

THE WITNESS: Jose Rumbawa.,
Q (By Captain Reel) R-u-m-b-a-w-a?
A Yes, sir. : ;
Q  Oh, the way it sounds. And did this collaborator,
Jose Rumbawa, point out all of the persons who were to be
taken?
A Yes, sir.
Q And the only ones who were taken were the ones that he
pointed out?
A Beg pardon, sir?
Q The only persons who were taken were ones that were
pointed out by this collaborator; nobody else?

THE WITNESS: I don't get him,
Q. .. (By Captain Reel) I will ask you again. The colla-
borator pointed out certain persons. All I wanted to know
is if gny persons were taken who were not pointed out by
the collaborator. Did they take any persons whom the
collaborator said to let go?

N

' 4R I can't get you, sir,

Q I will try again. The collaborator, Jose Rumbawg, -
A Yes, sir,

Q (Continuing) -- pointed to certain people, is that

right? He pointed out people in the crowd to the Japanese?
A - The garrison in charge -- the garrison commander in
Bayombong, with his technician, or what we call the inter-
preter, together with Rumbawa -- three of them.
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Q  Yes. What did Rumbawa do?

A He pointed some, S _ :

Q Yes. Aﬁd those that he pointed to were taken by the
Japanese? : :
A XeE atre :

Q Now, were any people taken by tpe Japanese thaf he

did not point to? : '

A Some; some people,'sir, were taken also that was not
pointed by Rumbawa,

CAPTAIN REEL: Will you read that answer?

(Answer read.)

CAPTAIN REEL: That is all I wanted to know. No other
questions,

CAPTAIN HILL: That is all.,

(Witness excused.)

GENERAL REYNOLDS: Does the Prosecution have further
witnesses ready for this afternoon?

- CAPTAIN HILL: I have a case that I will present by
statements, sir, if the Commission is ready to adjourn.

GENERAL REYNOLDS: But there are no witnesses?

CAPTAIN HILL: No others,

GENERAL REYNOLDS: In that event we will recess until
approximately eight o'clock this evening to see the motion
pictures, and ask that you be ready to go ahead at eight
o'clock.

MAJOR KERR: Yes, sir,

'GENERAL REYNOLDS: And our announcement has already
been made as to this evening's session being open to the
public and, of course, to the press.,

(Whereupon a recess was taken until 2000 o'clock, 15
November 1945.)
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EVENING SESSION

(The trial was resumed, pﬁrsuant to recess, at 2005
. hours.) _ ; S
CAPTAIN CALYER: If tha Commission please, all members
of the Commission are present; the Accused and the Defense
Coﬁnsel are also present. _. v
Mark this for identification, please. ,
‘(Cerfitication by Office of the
President, Commonwealth of the
Biiplade o ey
- Exhibit No, 326 for identifi-
cation,) :
" CAPTAIN CALYFR: The Prosecution offers in evidence
Exhibit No. 326 reading as follows:
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OF THE PHILIPPINES
"Manila, November 15, 1945
"I hereby certify in my official capacity as Adminis-
trative Assistant, Office of the President, Commonwealth of
the Philippines, that the film entitled, 'Orders from Tokyo'
and identified by the markings, 'Reel 1 A Prod. No. 2852,
Title-Orders from Tokyo-Version Domestic! was produced
under official license of the Commonwealth of the Philip-
pines and for it; that the film is itself further identi-
fied by the introductory wording: The Philippine Common-
wealth in Cooperation with the Office of Strategic Ser-
vices presents, Orders from Tokyo. A Prologue by Brig,
~ Gen, Carlos P. Romulo, Resident Commissioner of the Philipe
pines to the Uﬁitedlstates; 'that the film was photographed
and narrated by James C. Griffin, Captain U. S. Marine

Corps; that this film so identified is a copy from the
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16 mm origiml, and is an official document of the
Commonwealth of the Philippines, consisting of 2 reels
of 35 mm technicolor sound film with English digj.ogue. >
(signea) nAmador Buenaseda
- . snliletontine fastotant
"This is to ce;fify that Mr. Amador Buenaseda 15
the Administrative Assistant in the Office of the President,
Commonwealth of the Philippines, and that his signature
appearing on the foregoing certificate is genuine,
~(signed) "Jose S. Reyes
Secretggztg t%esident
"Manila, November 15, 1945 "
(Here followed exhibition of film entitled "Orders
from Tokyo" hereinabove described more particularly).
GENERAL REYNOLDS: Recess until 8:30 in the morning.
(Whereupon, at 2030 hours, 15 November 1945, the
trial was adjourned until 0830 hours, 16 November 1945.)
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