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Items from the Frank Kameny Collection

Banned from federal employment in 1957 solely because he was a gay man, 
Franklin Edward Kameny became an angry archivist. Not only did the Harvard 
Ph.D. astronomer protest his firing from the U.S. Army Map Service, but he 
also became the central figure in confronting the federal government’s policies 
against the employment of gays and lesbians, particularly in positions linked to 
national security. Kameny collected thousands of pages of letters, government 
correspondence, testimony, photographs and other memorabilia. The Kameny 
collection is perhaps the most complete record of the gay-rights movement in 
America. 

 

The Kameny Papers
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Handbill and ticket advertising personal appearances by Leonard Matlovich at  fund-
raising events sponsored by “Friends of Matt.”
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White House pickets and news photographers.
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Kameny’s petition to the United States Supreme Court for a writ of certiorari, 1960.  
After being dismissed from the U.S. Army Map Service in 1957, Kameny fought an un
successful legal appeal for reinstatement that he petitioned to the United States Supreme 
Court.
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Photographs: (a) Kameny; (b) Kameny in military uniform; (c) Kameny at home with 
papers.

(a) (b)

(c)
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Letter from Jean O’Leary and Bruce Voeller, executive directors of the National Gay 
Task Force, to Kameny, March 30, 1977, in recognition of his participation in the sta� 
level meeting at the White House, the �rst such meeting achieved by a gay rights  
organization.
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In 1965, Kameny introduced a new level of militancy in the struggle for equality when
he led a small group of demonstrators in the �rst public protests for gay rights at the 
White House.  A news bulletin released by the Mattachine Society of Washington reports 
the protest.
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Letter from Kameny to Leonard Matlovich, November 9, 1975, counseling him on his
personal challenge to the military’s ban on homosexuals, the speci�c issue of gays in 
the military, and the broader implications for the gay rights movement.
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Letter from Kameny to Leonard Matlovich, November 9, 1975, continued.
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Letter from John W. Macy, Jr., chairman, United States Civil Service Commission, to 
the Mattachine Society of Washington, February 25, 1966, defending the commission’s 
decision to prohibit homosexuals from government employment. The ban was lifted in 
1975.



Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) Pride Month  | Items from the Frank Kameny Collection

 

P A G E  1 1

Letter from John W. Macy, Jr., to the Mattachine Society of Washington, February 25, 
1966, continued.



Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) Pride Month  | Items from the Frank Kameny Collection

 

P A G E  1 2

Letter from John W. Macy, Jr., to the Mattachine Society of Washington, February 
25, 1966, continued.
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Letter from E. D. Coleman of the Internal Revenue Service to the Pride Foundation,
October 8, 1974, denying the organization’s tax-exempt status as a non-pro�t charitable 
and educational corporation due to the “general statutory condemnation of homosexual 
practices.”
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Letter from E. D. Coleman of the Internal Revenue Service to the Pride Foundation, 
October 8, 1974, continued.
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Letter from E. D. Coleman of the Internal Revenue Service to the Pride Foundation, 
October 8, 1974, continued.
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Publicity poster from Kameny’s congressional campaign.
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Open letter from Kameny, December 15, 1973, celebrating the American Psychiatric 
Association’s announcement that it had voted to remove homosexuality from its list of 
mental disorders.
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Open letter from Kameny, December 15, 1973, page 2.
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Announcement of the formation of the Mattachine Society of Washington, [1962],
the city’s �rst gay rights group, founded by Kameny as a civil liberties organization 
promoting gay rights through a program of social action.
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Final page of  “Gay, Proud and Healthy,” a printed manifesto to the psychiatric 
community distributed by Kameny and Barbara Gittings at the American Psychiatric 
Association’s annual convention in 1972.


