
Books for Children
Listed books were recently sent to coop-
erating libraries. Books and magazines are 
also available for immediate download 
from the NLS Braille and Audio Reading 
Download (BARD) site at https://nlsbard.
loc.gov. To order books or sign up for 
BARD, contact your local cooperating 
library.

Books are listed alphabetically within the 
headings Children’s Fiction and Children’s 
Nonfiction by subject category, author 
last name, and title. For example, the title 
Goodnight Moon by Margaret Wise Brown 
would be listed in Children’s Fiction under 
the Classics subject category and by the last 
name Brown.

Patrons now have access to richer, more 
detailed descriptions of new titles added 
to the NLS collection. NLS now uses pub-
lisher-provided book descriptions for most 
new titles. These longer descriptions give 
patrons more insight into book content, 
making it easier for patrons to identify titles 
of interest. These descriptions appear in the 
NLS Catalog, on BARD, and in NLS publi-
cations as “Provided by publisher” and are 
taken verbatim from the publisher. These 
descriptions do not represent the position of 
the Library of Congress and may reference 
other works or supplementary materials not 
available from NLS or in the NLS edition.

Children’s Fiction
Adventure
The Littlest Voyageur

DB109347 2 hours 18 minutes
by Margi Preus
read by Graham Halstead
“In 1792, Jean Pierre Petit Le Rouge, a 
squirrel, eager for adventure, stows away 

in the canoe of a group of voyageurs, 
unaware of what they are traveling so 
far to trade.” — Provided by publisher. 
Commercial audiobook. For grades 2–4. 
2020.

The Hike to Home
DB109541 8 hours 19 minutes
by Jess Rinker
read by Mary March
“Twelve-year-old Lin and her two new 
friends brave the wilderness to find a 
castle, prove a local legend, and discover 
the true meaning of home.” — Provided 
by publisher. For grades 4–7. 2022.

Family
The Turtle of Oman

DB109496 4 hours 14 minutes
by Naomi Shihab Nye
read by Peter Ganim
“When Aref, a third-grader who lives in 
Muscat, Oman, refuses to pack his suit-
case and prepare to move to Michigan, 
his mother asks for help from his grand-
father, his Siddi, who takes Aref around 
the country, storing up memories he 
can carry with him to a new home.” 
— Provided by publisher. Commercial 
audiobook. For grades 3–6. 2014.

Growing an Artist: The Story of a 
Landscaper and His Son

DB108734 0 hours 10 minutes
by John Parra
read by Mark Ashby
“Today Juanito is accompanying his 
father who is in the landscaping business, 
and he takes his sketchbook along to draw 
anything that catches his eye, and gets to 
help his father plan an entire garden—and 
then help plant it. Includes an autobi-
ographical note.” — Provided by pub-
lisher. For Preschool–grade 2. 2022.
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Children’s Fiction Fantasy, Friendship, Growing Up

Fantasy
Tom and Ironskin: Dragon Storm, Book 1

DB108727 1 hours 48 minutes
by Alastair Chisholm
read by Siho Ellsmore
“Tom never knew dragons were real. Then 
he was taken to the Guild—a training 
ground for young dragonseers. Now he and 
his dragon, Ironskin, must bond, discover 
Ironskin’s power, and train to be heroes. 
When Ironskin disappears, Tom worries 
that he isn’t a dragonseer after all. Can 
Tom bring Ironskin back? And can he do it 
in time to help his kingdom?” — Provided 
by publisher. Unrated. Commercial audio-
book. For grades 2–4. 2022.

The Aurelia Curse: Dragon Rider
DB109523 9 hours 10 minutes
by Cornelia Funke
read by Barrie Kealoha
“Ben and the Greenblooms must protect 
a mythical new creature rising from the 
ocean—a creature who can bring either 
light or darkness to whoever it first meets. 
Now not even baby dragons can keep 
Ben and the Greenblooms from heading 
to California where the vast, mythical 
Aurelia will appear. It’s a race against time 
to protect it, for if the Aurelia is hurt, all 
fabulous creatures will vanish from Earth. 
In the end, though, it may take the arrival 
of the original silver dragon, Firedrake, to 
help save them all.” — Provided by pub-
lisher. For grades 4–7. 2022.

Witch in the City: Crimson Twill
DB109722 0 hours 43 minutes
by Kallie George
read by Ali Cheff
“Crimson Twill is a little witch, but 
you might not know it. She lives in the 
country and loves polka dots and pup-
pies instead of pointy shoes and black 

dresses. She even wears a big bow on 
her hat—which is crimson, just like her 
name. Tonight, for the very first time, 
Crimson is riding on her mother’s broom 
all the way to New Wart City to go 
shopping at Broomingdale’s! The huge 
department store has everything a witch 
could itch for. For Crimson, each floor 
(hats! cats! brooms!) is a new adventure. 
But is Broomingdale’s ready for a witch 
as unique as Crimson?” — Provided by 
publisher. For grades 2–4. 2022.

Nura and the Immortal Palace
DB109095 6 hours 4 minutes
by M.T. Khan
read by Shiromi Arserio
“Searching for her buried friend after the 
mines collapse, twelve-year-old Pakistani 
mica miner Nura finds herself at the Sijj 
Palace, a luxury hotel for the dangerous 
and deceitful jinn, where she must dis-
cover the truth beneath the glitter or be 
trapped forever.” — Provided by pub-
lisher. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 
For grades 4–7. 2022.

Friendship
King of the Ice: Miles Lewis

DB109639 0 hours 40 minutes
by Kelly Starling Lyons
read by Kevin R. Free
“When his friend RJ bets that Miles 
will wipe out at the ice rink, he is deter-
mined to prove him wrong.” — Provided 
by publisher. Commercial audiobook. 
For grades 2–4. 2022.

Growing Up
Today I’m Strong

DB109149 0 hours 6 minutes
by Nadiya Hussain
read by Nadiya Hussain
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Children’s Fiction—Growing Up, School, Science Fiction

“Most days, this little girl loves to go 
to school and play with her friends. But 
sometimes the schoolyard can feel like 
a battleground where she has to dodge 
mean words from a bully. Luckily, she 
always has her steadfast tiger by her 
side—even if she’s the only one who can 
see it. With the reminder that strength 
comes from within, she digs deep to 
believe in herself, no matter what anyone 
else says.” — Provided by publisher. 
Unrated. Commercial audiobook. For 
grades K–3. 2022.

School
Double, Double, Twins and Trouble

DB109760 2 hours 1 minutes
by Luna Graves
read by Barrie Kealoha
“In Peculiar, Pennsylvania, the super-
natural kids, from ghosts to werewolves 
to witches, attend Yvette I. Koffin’s 
Exceptional School for Supernatural 
Students (Y.I.K.E.S.S.S.), but while 
twins Bella and Donna have great 
powers they struggle at controlling their 
magic.” — Provided by publisher. For 
grades 2–4. 2022.

Science Fiction
Hana Hsu and the Ghost Crab Nation

DB109246 9 hours 0 minutes
by Sylvia Liu
read by Carolyn Kang
“In a near future where most adults are 
connected to the multiweb through neural 
implants, a twelve-year-old uncovers a 
corporate plot to genetically manipulate 
her classmates, and her scientist mother 
may be involved in the conspiracy.” 
— Provided by publisher. Commercial 
audiobook. For grades 5–8. 2022.
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Children’s Nonfiction Animals, Biography, Cooking, Poetry, Science

Children’s Nonfiction
Animals and Wildlife
Animal Exploration Lab for Kids: 52 
Family-Friendly Activities for Learning 
about the Amazing Animal Kingdom

DB109699 4 hours 13 minutes
by Maggie Reinbold
read by Eva Wilhelm
“Animal Exploration Lab for Kids 
teaches kids about animal classifications, 
adaptations, and habitats.” — Provided 
by publisher. For grades 3–6. 2020.

Biography
Sharice’s Big Voice: A Native Kid 
Becomes a Congresswoman

DB105175 0 hours 24 minutes
by Nancy K. Mays and Sharice Davids
read by Sharice Davids
An autobiography introduces US 
Representative Sharice Davids, one of 
the first Native American women elected 
to Congress and the first lesbian con-
gressperson to represent Kansas. Davids, 
a member of the Ho-Chunk Nation, 
shares her love of talking, listening, and 
martial arts. For grades K–3. 2021.

Colors of the Wind: The Story of Blind 
Artist and Champion Runner George 
Mendoza

DB106815 0 hours 33 minutes
by J.L. Powers
read by Bill Delaney
Profiles the life of George Mendoza, an 
athlete and artist who at the age of fifteen 
started to lose his sight from degenera-
tive eye disease. Mendoza set a world 
record in the mile for blind runners and 
competed in the Paralympics. Now a 
full-time artist, Mendoza’s collection of 
paintings, also titled Colors of the Wind, 

is a National Smithsonian Affiliates trav-
eling exhibit. For grades K–3. 2021.

Cooking
Brains, Brains, and Other Horrifying 
Breakfasts

DB109217 0 hours 29 minutes
by Ali Vega
read by Shawn Hertel
“What can be as foul as it is fun to eat? Your 
breakfast! Learn how to create a variety 
of breakfast entrees that are both repulsive 
and delicious. Cook up dishes like a bowl 
of brains, spider eggs, and oozing zombie 
flesh. Cooking breakfast has never been so 
much fun—or so gross!” — Provided by 
publisher. For grades 3–6. 2017.

Poetry
Honeybee: Poems & Short Prose

DB109497 2 hours 48 minutes
by Naomi Shihab Nye
read by Naomi Shihab Nye
“In eighty-two poems and paragraphs, 
Naomi Shihab Nye alights on the essen-
tials of our time—our loved ones, our 
dense air, our wars, our memories, our 
planet—and leaves us feeling curiously 
sweeter and profoundly soothed.” — 
Provided by publisher. Commercial 
audiobook. For grades 4–7. 2022.

Science
Light Bulb: Eureka! The Biography of an 
Idea

DB108778 0 hours 13 minutes
by Kathleen Weidner Zoehfeld
read by Doug Tisdale Jr.
“A nonfiction biography of the light bulb 
from the electric precursors like the arc 
lamp to Thomas Edison’s invention and 
beyond to current innovations in light 
bulb technology.” — Provided by pub-
lisher. For grades K–3. 2021.4


	Talking Book Topics: May-June 2023
	Books for Children
	Children’s Fiction
	Adventure
	Family
	Fantasy
	Friendship
	Growing Up
	School
	Science Fiction

	Children’s Nonfiction
	Animals and Wildlife
	Biography
	Cooking
	Poetry
	Science






