
LC Hebr. Ms 183 (Micro Orien. Hebr. 880/129 and Micro Orien. Hebr. 825/1) 
255 ff. Paper. 18 x 12 cm. Cochin (India), 18th cent. (ca. 1757). Ashkenazic semi-cursive script. 
 
 מנהגי Al-Koran in Hebrew translation. Preceded by an essay on the customs of the “Ismaelites” (i.e. the Moslems) [אלקוראן]
 and  the story of (ff. 2v-8v) חייו ימי כל לו שאירע ומעשות מולדתו וארץ מחמד לידת a short biography of Mohammed ,(ff. 1r-2v) הישמעאלים

Mohammed’s ascent to heaven on his horse al-Buraq אלבורך שנקראת הבהמה על לשמים מחמד מנסיעות (ff. 9r-16r). There are a number 
of Persian glosses especially on the first pages.  
This manuscript was described in detail by Myron M. Weinstein, in Studies in Bibliography and Booklore, 10 (1971/2), pp. 19-52 and 
again in T.A. Timberg, ed., Jews in India (New Delhi 1986), pp. 205-247. According to Weinstein, the translation was made by 
Leopold Immanuel Jacob van Dort, a Jewish convert to Christianity who was professor of theology in Colombo, Ceylon. It was based 
on the Dutch translation by Jan H. Glasemaker who in turn translated from the French version by André Du Ryer. Weinstein 
established that the scribe was David b. Isaac Cohen, a native of Berlin then residing in Cochin. 
The four unused leaves at the end of the manuscript, on which other hands wrote verses from the Koran, are no longer bound with the 
volume which was rebound in leather with leather clasps in 1990. 
Formerly MS Hebr. 99. 
MMW. 
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