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When Palestine eme d from the Great
War she found hersellf tied down and her
adversary, sword in hand bending over her. She
fouud herself, too, separated from hef surrounding
Arab sisters by vast distances which she had

covered by running after an imaginary friend.

1¢ found no friend, she found an enemy

This is the story of Palestine, land of
miracles and the supernatural, and the cradle ol
religions. She neither complained nor
unfaithful to her first friend, but when sorrow
filled her breast she breathed a sigh and dropped
a tear, and lo the Third Arab Palestine Congress
was born. The Congress therefore 18" a lrua
representative of Palestine, her mouth piece. in
it all classes are legally represented. Town,
village, factory and farm-in fact all the live
aspects of the nation - acknowledged

leadership.

But the enemy of Palestine, ever on the

watch, has willed to distort the truth, and to paint
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Palestine to the Government other than she
really is by questioning the representative status
of the members of the congress. To such an
extent were these intrigues carried that Sir Ter-
bert Samuel became suspicious and would not
recognise the congress. It was then that the
Whole nation rose as one man and from Dan to
Beer-Theba eried out backing the congress, and
<calling upon the Governmenl! ito recognize it as
their trua and legal representative. Unfortunately
ihese peacelul demounstrations were powerless to
convince the High,;Commissioner.of the good faith
of the people of Pulestine, so he persisted iin
ignoring their congress, knowing full well that
this was their onehop rand their true spikesman;
whilst on’'the other hand he recognizad Zionist
eongresses, congralulated them; encouraged them,

and wished them good ludk.

The friendship of the Arab for the Engli-
shman is tvo obvious to ‘require prootf. While

still a4 member ol the Ottoman 'Empire the arab-’

leaning towards England brought down onthem

the wrath of the Turk, who, as soon as the Great
War started, used this as an excuse for venging
himsgell on the Arabs who were Lm'ture-d,pt-rsf:cu_
ed, exiled and killed. This was not all. The
Arab suffered on account of his love for England.
When the opporiunity presenled itselt to their
leader, King Hussein, he rose in revolt against
the Turk, and joined Britain and her Allies,
heedless of the fact that in so doing he was
combating an Islamic Power to whom he was
bound by many strong and permanent ties. The
tears and the blood of the Arab flowed with the
tears and the blood of the allies. More than this,
all arabs. Moslems and Christians alike, were
called upon to join this War. And so it came lo
pass that Arabs who were out of the reach of the
Turk proclaimed open war against him., and
started a secret propaganda amongst those
within his empire. Thousands of Arabs deserted
from the Turkish ranks in consequence. To prove
this we will quote here the report sent to German

Headquarters by General Leman von Sanders.
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He wrole : 1 have come to Palestine and Syria
and found everything against us. The counlry
has been poeisoned, and ils inhabitanls have
turned their backs on us.We are living amongst
enemies, consequently all our efforts are in vain.
We are between two foresthe inhabitants of the
cou ntre and enemy wWe are fighting.

The mowent demoralization crept into
the Turkish Army Palestinians began openly lo
point out to the invading troops the weaknesses
of the Turks, thus making the conquest of the
country an easier task than it would have been
had the population been hostile. All this was
done in good faith, and without any heed to
consequences, The Arabs trusled that such
fidelity would be remembered by Great Britain
who had given such bindidg paths to their leader,

King Husssien.

The Arab did not dislike the Turk because
he was Turk. neither did he love the Englishman
because he was British; he hated the one because

ke desired complete independence, and he loved

L |

the other hoping and believing that the English-
man would help him to attaiu this goal. But the
Arab was ambitious, he wanted all and lost all.
Palesline, one of our mosl sacred lands, has been
isclated for a thought-out purpose, and this has
been the reward of the Allies to the Arabs for
their fidelity and the blood they sacrificed ; nay,
this is their reward for having risen in revolt
against their Islamic Ruler. This, too, is (heir
punishment for having -thrown Ihemselves so
confidingly into the arms of Greal Brilain and
her Allies - a punishment not visited even on
Germany their greatest foe.

Finding their country thuse torn up the Arabs
lost faith in Britain. Their wise men, however,
assured them that England was too far - sighted
to allow anything to come belween her and the
Arabs. Further, they believed that Right, though

vanguished, for a time, must win in the end.

Confident in the juslice of their cause, the
Arabs are convinced that this unnatural partio-

ming of their lands must one day disappear. It

*——*—'—
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would be a grand task for England - the traditio-
nal friend of the Arabs, to accomplish this
reunion, and thereby gain the Arabs. For the
Arabs are the key to the East, and they possess
its doors and passes. Arabia on the Red Sea
and the Persian Gulf is the way to India, and
Palestine on the Moditerranean holds lo-day thé
balance belween the Powers.

Flects and Armies cannot conquer the heart
of a nation. England could have conquered the
Arabs’ bearts by safe-guarding their country’s
integrity. Then all these huge millions required
for the up-keep of her large armies would be
saved to her and her taxpayer.

The relation of Turk to Arab should teacl
England a lessen. Submitting to the Turk from
necessity {he moment fthe Great War siarted the
Arsb seised his epportunity and threw off the
yoke. To -day the Arab’s belief in Brtiain is
not what it was. This is lo be deplored, For the
Arab is noble and large-hearted, he is also ven-

geful and never forgets an ill-deed. If England

does not take up the cause of the Arabs, other

p
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Powers will.  From Indis , Mesopotamia, the
Hedjas and Palestine thé ory goes up to England
now, If she does not listen, then perhaps Russia
will take up their call some day, or perhaps even
Germany, For though to-day Russia’s voice is
not heard in the councils of thé Nations, yet the
time must come when it will assert itself, and
then Russia’s right to direct the affairs of Pale-
stine might find amongst the Moslems of the
world great support,

In the interests of universal peace, therefore,
if not for love of the Arab, England should
refrain from taking this false stop. Zionists ean
never be true to her, as they can be ifue to no
one, and to this their mischiexous work in
Austria, Germsny and Russia can testity. They
have one and only aim in life from which nothing

can divert them.

Inspite of repealed warnings of the Turks
lo the Arabs not to throw themselves to confidi-
ngly into the arms of great Britain wkich, under

the financial stress of the war, had scold their




counlry to Zionists, the Arabs still clung to
their Iraditional friend, believing that these
warnings Were inspired by nothing other than
i ousy and a desire to sow seeds of sirife. And
When, belore the conquests of Syria, the infor-
mation that a compact between Great Britain and
Zionists was rumoured they refused to believe it.
Then when peace was declared, and Arabs saw
with their eyes and heard with Llheir ears that
Syria and palesiine were to be separated repa-
ratory to the carrying cut of the Balfour Declara-

they realised that alter all the Turks were
right. They also then understood that this was
done to enable Zionists to gradually become the

Majority in Palestine through immigration.

Had Zionisls come lo Palesline simply as

visitors, or had maiters remained as belore the
war, there would be no question of Jew or non-
Jew. It is the idea of transforming Palestine

into a home for the Jews that Arabs resent and

fight against. The facl that a Jew is a Jew has

never prejudiced the Arab against hin

% 1! »

the war Jews enjoyed all the privileg:s and
rights of silisenship. The question is not a
religious one, For we see that Christian and
Moslem alike, whose religions are not similar,

unile in their hatred of Zioni

What greatly surprises Arabs, however, is
the fact that of all the Powers of Hﬂl‘np.\;

and should have been the one to make this
promise to the Jews, which also leads one to sus-
pect her disinterestedness in the matter. To the
Jew the National Home idea did not appeal much
at first, it was England who crealed it, but life
into it, and carried il into execulion even befare
the ratification of the Mandate by the League of
Nalions. According to the present rate of immi-
gration Jews will in a few years compose a large
propertion of the population, and consequently
claim a larger share in the government of the
country.

England, moreover, disregarding the feelings

of the inhabitants, has appointed a Jew as High

Commissioner. With every respect to the person
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of Sir Herbert Samiuel, we cannot close our eyes
to the fact that the predominating majority of the
people he governs are wnot of his own race or
faith. It would have been a wiser policy to have
appointed an Arab !o this high post. In Syria
France, acling more in sympathy with the inha-
bitants, appoints natives to fill exalled positions,
and reserves to herself the right of counsel and
advice .

Again to the most important post of justice
in Palestine, namely that of Legal Secretary, or
Minister of Justice, a Jew has been appointed.
And what is worse, this official is an out and
out Zionist. In a book he recently wrote he
strongly advocates the quite persecution of the
Arab in order to force him fivally to quit the
country .

We will now proceed to dissect the Balfour
Declaralion and to show how to the Arab, the
Palestinian and the Brilisher it is strongly

prejudicial .
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(A) From a legal point of view.

1. Before drawing a contract with Zionists
for the sale of Palestine England had drawn a
conlract with King Hussein by virtue of which
he was to be given Arab lands. Consequently
the contract with king Hussein annuls that with
the Jews. In (he eye of the Law the first is valid
and the sccond is not, Shall it go down to
History, then, that Hnglnnd was false to her
plighted word through Mr. Balfoyur ? and was it
not for the sake of a plighted word 1o the
Belgians that she unsheathed her sword in

Great War ?

the

; =
2. 'King Hussein paid a price for his ¢on-

tract by rising against the Turks, This was his
part of the contract. England’s. contract with the

Jews, theretore, can have

no legal value as

long as king 3Sein is j i
ohg 1g 'Hussein is ghorant of-it. Sofaur,




then, as the Arabs are concerned lhe Balfour

Declaration is not valid.

Besides, there were underslandings with

France and Russia before this Declaralion was

made ; consequently, though France was influe-

neced to includee it in the Mandale international

law cannol give it a legal status.

3. Countries with their civil and olher rights

and privileges are the property of their inhabita-

nts and constitute an heirloom of the nation,

handed down from father to son. Now the

peoble of Palestine inherited this country from

their ancestlors, as these did from those who had

gone before them. Palestine, therefore, with its
air, water, lands and roads, commerce, industry
and agriculture, is an inalienable possession of
the nation, and neither England nor any other
Power can bring a loreigner in to share this
inheritance. But Palestinians are gradually
losing their birthright through Jewish immigra-
tion, and thanks to Mr. Balfour’s Declaration,

which was denounced in the Press, from the

Pulpit,
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‘between a governing Power and an individual

~annot have international forces.

Now the contract between Great Britain
and Zionists over Palestine is one belween a
Great Power and a company of men who are
neither a Power nor a Nation. In fact, it is a
contract between England and a collectiou of
history, imagination, und ideals existing only in
ihe berains of Zionists who are a company, a
commission but not a Nation. Is it right or jusl,
then, that a treaty concluded with King Hussein
should be made null and void by one made with
Zionisls.

For thousands of vears Jews have been
scatiered over the earth, and have become nati-
onals of the various nations amongst wnom they
settled. They have no separate political or
lingual existence. In Germany they are Germans,
in France Frenchmen, and in England Englishmen,
Religion and language are their only tie. But

Hebrew is a dead language and might be discar-

-ded. How then could England conclude a treaty

.-\‘_rj P v D i ord ‘ “on (¥l v § :
th a religion and register it in the League of
Nations ?

Nay, rather. how could the Jews them-
sclves agree 1o (his trealy, For if there
exists a Jewish Power and a Jewish Nation, what
18 the status, amongst others, of ihose high
Jewish officials who are serving England to-day®

re they Jewish nutionals ot English nationals?
for it is obvious thz2y cannot be both at the
same time.
AU < I Xl .
Sir Herbert Samuel and Lord Reading
are Englishmen and jews. Now if jew-ism is a

nationality what about their English-ism ? One

-1sm must be sacrifized frr the other, but which

for which ?

Besides, this promise was made long
before British trosps cam: into possession of
Palestine, and since this victory was an Allied
one, France, ltaly and the Arabs having tauken
active parts in it, the consent of all should be
secured before any gift is made. But ti: Arabs

have not been consult:d, and never will consent,
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and Russin, When il wakes up, will have a word
to say,

5. There can be no question that Pale-
stine belongs legally 10 the Arabs. They inherited
it from their ancestors, and have been occupying
it for more than twenty cenluries. The jews
saw. knew, and accepted this fact. Now, had they
any right to own Palestine they would have
conlested our occupation of tt long ago, or, at
least lodged a prolest against us. Bui they did
nothing ot the kind, knowing full well they had

nothing to claim.

Moreover, in the days of the Turks the
jews the greal majority of whom were nationals
of European Governments, and consequently
protected by the Capitulations, could have used
their privileges and the weakness of the Turkish
Government to exiort at least some official
recognition of their claim to Palestine., In tac!s
some European Powers would have abetted and
encouraged 'hem in their demands. But neo

cliiim wus made, and naiive Palestinians rema-
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ined undisturbed in the possession of their
couniry.

After all this can any one doubt that
Yalestine belongs to the Arabs, and that the

Ballour Declaration is a gross injuslice.

( B ) Historical point of view,

Zionists and Great Britain appeal 1o
History in confirmation of their claim. Because
at one period ol history the jews conquered this
land and lived in it, hence, il is argued. they

should possess it for ever. j-

The argument contains more of poetry

in it than logie. According to it the Arabs should |

claim Spain since once upon a time they conqu-
ered il and there developed a high civilization.
W hy then should Palestine be given back to the i
jews and Spain remain in the hands of Spaniards.

The Turks, too, at one time conquered all the

Balkan States right up io Vienna, why does

L

Europe then keep these back from them
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Even while in possession of Palestine tox

about 400 years the jews’ right to it was always

contested by their neighbours, Wars, revolls,

religious and political agilations and internal
troubles filled the whole period; and il was only
during the reign of King Solomon that peace
prevailed. But the Arabs’ reign in Palestine

] FOT 8 ime i > Cru-
was undisturbed for a long time until the Cru

sades arrived and then they boughl the country
sades

i { ime, after having once
again, for the second time, alter g

bought it from the Romans, by shedding rivers
of blood. Besides, they were always at peace

with their neighbours - an achievement which the
Israelites canno! claim .

It might be argued, too, that the Jews’ claim
to Palestine rests on the monuments and buildi-
ngs which their ancestors built and left behind
them. As a matter of fact no nation in History
has left less behind il than the Jews; and those
temples and monuments establisbed by them in

their golden age disappeared bcfore the nation

was scallered.

i
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But if ancient monuments establish a
claim what about Arab and Turkish monuments
in Europe to-day; and does not every ruin in
Plestine bespeak Arab origin,

It is surprising to think (hat sludents of
ancient Jewish history interest themselves in the
religion and kingly glory of this people and neg-
lect that other part of it dealing wilh revolis,
mutinisinternal troubles and those wars with
their neighbours which finally led 1o their expu-
Ision from the land. Have statesmen ever found
out the reasons why tiue Israelites could not get
on with their noighbours, or whay they were so
detested by all surrounding tribes ? We believe
that such a study would reveul points that may
prove very helpiul to modern Diplomacy and

Stalecraft,

Arabs on the olher hand have lived here for
cenluries at peace with all their neighbours, and
even the very !|long reign of the Turk was not
able to change the character of the land or to

T wikity its inhabilants.




(C) Moral point of view.

Jews have been amongst the most active
advocates of destruction in many lands, espe-
cially where their influential positions hnve
enabled them to do more harm. It is well known
that the disinlegration of Russia was wholly or
in greal part brought about by Jews, and a
large proportion of the defeat of Germany and
Austria must also be put at their door. When
the star of the Central Powers was in the ascen-
dant Jews flattered them, but the moment the
scale turned in favour of the Allies Jews withdrew
their support from Germany, opened their
coffers to the Allies, and received in return that
most uncommon promise.

We have seen a book entitled « The Jewish
Peril » which should be read by every one who
still doubts the pernicious motives of the Jews
towards the Powers that be and towards Givili-

zation, It is a collection of the minutes of a

e

©of the nations 10 do his hi\lding

secret soviety of prominent Jews who meet from
time lo time to discuss world affairs in nelatipy
to Juduism. The book is replete with A4 ON BT~
flowing hated of mankind and Christendony .

particular. It points out in detail ways dngd

means lor upsetting the present order of things
80 that out of the ensuing chaos Jews might
come out masters of the world,

Looking into the ranks of socialism,, we
find Jewish names such as Carl Marx, Becknin
and Trotsky topping the list, besides gz host of

olhers as pernicious, 1f not as renowned.

The jew, Mmoreover, is clanmsk’ and
uulwi:_,hh)urf_\', and cannot mix with those who
live about him. Ie will enjoy the privileges and
benefits of a country but will give nothing in
return. The jew is a jew all the world over.
He amasses the wealth of a country and then
leads its people whom he has already impoveri-
shed where he ¢hoses., He encourages wars when
self-interest dictates, and thus uses the armies

.
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Palestine suffers in 1his menner {rom
BEr jewish colonies. Wherever these exist the sup-
!‘Oimding peasant population has had to sell out
and 'migrate. Because of their clannishness jews
Will,"as far as they can help it, not employ a na-
tive'Or buy at his store or hene fit him in any way;
on'the contrary, they will watch every opport-
unity to harm him if this can be done wity
impufiity.

In commerce and finance they are pitiless
foes.' Since Palestine opened its doors lo them
its trade has gradually drified into their hands.
They depreciate the value ol land and broperty
and at the same time manipulate a financial
Crisis in crder that Iumi{m‘ds, under the stress
of need, should sell out at ruinous prices,

Can Europe then €xpevt the Arab lo live
and work with such gz neighbour 2 Had not
England better find a country for them in the

vast uninhabilted regions of ber great Empire.

If Russia and Poland will their spacious

counries were unable to tolerate them how could

"
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Europe expect Palestine to welcome them 9 Can
the Arabs carry the burden which Europe is
unable to support; or will the jew, on coming to
Palestine, change his skin and lose all those
qualities which have hitherio made him an object

of dislike to the nations ?

(D) Economie point of view.

1. But there are economic difficulties in
Mr. Balfrur’s Declaration which render it
valueless in our view.

Under Turkish rule the whole Empire
Wwas one big field for the trade of the Palestinian.
From Constantineple to Mesopotamia and from
the Red Sea to the Indian Ocean there was one
syslem of customs, and coinage . To - day
all this has changed. Goods sent to Damascus
or Beyrout are charged double cusloms, mer-
chants going north or east must have passports
which entail delays, expense and worry. All

this is had for business.
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Now the Palestinian merchant is compara-
tively poor, while Zionists have wealth ; conse-
‘quently they will be able soon to compete wilh
him crush and drive him out of the market,
This done they will turn on the consumer and
force him to accept their prices. To say trade
is free does not help maltters. In Europe gover-
nments endeavour by laws and taxation to pro-
tect their trade ; why does not the Government

here do likewise ?

2. Palestine is an agrecullural country and
depends largely on her export of cereals for a
living. Now Jewish immigration has raised the
cost of living, and the Government, in order to
keep prices down in the interest of the Jewish
consumer, has prohibited the export of cerlain
cereals, wilh the result that the granaries of (he
land are stoked with products, and merchants
cannot find an outlet for their trade, Conseque-
ntly a financial crisis set in and hundreds of
merchants were bankrupt. Now if this is the

‘policy of Zionists while they still form a small
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minority what will it-be when they become
more numerous,

Again, Palestine was ruined by the war, and
is in dire need of money. The Jews started their
campaign of advancing money on land and pro-
perty. This can have one and only conclusion :
Jews will finally buy up these mortgagedlands,

cust the owners and rule in their place.

Jd. Again, in order to bring Palestine up to
the level of European countries the Government,
in spile ot the poverty of the people, has started
a series of innovations and improvements which
though uselul, are not so keenly needed at the
present moment. It has opened up new unnece-
ssary roads, repaired old ores which fully served
their purpose, widened some railway lines and
created public gardens. The poor lax-payer has
been charged with costs. On the other hand
needs of more vilal importance such as pablie
education have bezen grudged their duz budgets.

Recognizing the benefils of these improvements,

we would like our treasury not to exceed its




« 28 »

financial capacity but L go slow, pulting what
is vital and essential before thal which is a
comparalive luxury.

The above-mentioned works, too, are under-
taken more in order to give employment to he
thousands of Jewish immigrants than because
they are immediale necessities The Jewish
labourer on these works is paid double the
amount given to the nalive, Lthough he does less
work .

Ever since the High Commissioner took the
reins of office he has been considering the floating
of a loan for public works, or, in other words,
he wants to borrow money in the name of the
nalive tax-payer in order to help out Jewish
immigrants. Is it not enough that the highest
posts with fat salaries are given to the Jews,
while the native official who is more conversant
wilh local needs is relegated 1o a third class
position with a salary lo litlle for his needs and

out of all propertion wilh his work.

a« 29 »

( E) Expense to the British Government.

Thanks to the back-sliding efforts of Zionists
the Government has come to consider natives
as enemies with whom she should be always on
her guard. Consequently a huge army is main-
trined in order to keep them quiet. Seven mill-
jons a year have been quoted as a moderate
estimate for this army. Who is to pay ? Certa-
inly not the Palestine Treasury as its whole
income does not come up to one third of this
amount. Is it to be accumulated as a debt on
the country to be paid when better days se: in?
We do not think the British Government would
ever do such a thing. But if England pays whal
would her tax-payer say ? If Zionists lent this
amount the interest on the money would be
enormous. The British tax-payer could
hardly be expected to pay willingly seven mill-

ions a year for something Which is valueless
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to him .
Yes, the British Army in Palestine is of
immense value to the Jews, and it is to their

interest and safety that it is kept.
( F) Political effects.

We would call the altenlion ol Great Britain

to the following three points : —

1. Zionisls are ambitious. If to-day they
accept the mandate of England they may not do
s¢e tomorrow. Their one aim is to establish a
Jewish kingdom, bring back the glory ol Israel
in the « Land of Promise». and gradually control
the world. This ideal is expressed by their leader
Mr. Herzel and by other Jewish writers. Already

they complain that England has given them less

than she promised. Here is their first word if

ingratitude. They propose that a Jewish army
be created to take the place of Brilish (roops. In
this we have a foretaste of what is lo come, for,

once they are sirong enongh, they will turn
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their backs on England as they did ‘'on Germany
and Russia

2. 1t England goes out of Egypt how would
she like to see the keeping ot the eastern side
of the Sues Canal in the hands of a Jewish
Stale .

3. Egyp!, India, Mesopotamia, Arabia and
Palestine, all lhese countries are a chain in the
East, what takes place in the one finds an echo
n them all, since not only have they similar
customs and habits but also the same religion.
Now, as soon as this National Home is realized
there will migrate into Palestine the undesire-

¥

ables of Russia and Poland - men and women
imbued with bolshevism, poor and uneducated,
As soon as Zionists cease to aid these they will
revolt against them, against the Government and
against society,

Economic troubles in which natives of
Palestine were invited lo take part have actually

occured many a time already, and it was only

through the assistance of the Government that




they were not allowed to spread. Now if such
: | 9P Qape !
things can happen to-day when the number of
a8 ¢
immigrants is small, how will it be when they
grant:
number hundreds of thousands, and who can
guarantee that during some future trouble the
guars : '
natives who are poor and ignorant will again
reluse lo join.
s 4 ] P Ee g
Jnce bolshevism spreads in Palestine it
. 3 1 eyl \7 :,
will quickly extend to other Arab peoples wh
are free and democratic by nature, and who
« - [s .
.. - s ¥ . ‘\ ..‘
possess little more than  (heit swords and
oD o
emotions, 1
) / 3 be the
Will England, who should
1 > 203 42 ) See it
greatest foe of bolshevism be pleased tc
i . i T it spread into Arab
grow in Palestine and from it spre

lands ?
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Observations on the Mandate.

When the Great War was over the Alljes,
in conformity win Mr. Wilson’s Fourteen

Articles, recognized the principle of sell-determi-

nation for smallep nations. An American

Commission was senl out to the East 1o learn
the whish of the People.- - All declared in favour

of jmh-pmnh-rn'u and national government, But

slatesmen saw differently and, in  spits of the
Fourteen Articles, created the novel Prineciple of

Mandate. 1 he nation, however, has not deparied

from its original Purpose, and Protests most
stroongly against (he terms of |he Mandaie
appeared in «The Jwish Clironicles

reserve o ourselves 1he right of

as they
Though  we

claiming the

carrying out of oy demands ag €Xpressed to the

American Cnrnlnz’smcm, we will here discuss

certain essentinl aspects of this Mandat-,
1. The Mandute is based on Article 22
of the League of Nations which

gives certain
rights to smaller peoples whao

are divided ipto
3 classes according totheip Progress inciviliza lion
and theip Capacity for selt government Nations
of the first ¢lass can be sv!{-gu\-’si‘ning, the Man-

datory Power rendering only counse] and help;

while Mandates of the second c¢lass give the
I_\-Isnulu[ur'.v Power the right to  ghure in the

internal mimrnistmlinn of the nation.
I’znluslinfuns do not Know o what class
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they were not allowed to spread. Now if such
things can happen to-day when the number of
immigrants is small, how will it be when they
number hundreds of thousands, and who can
guarantee that during some future trouble the
natives who are poor and ignorant will again
reluse to join.

Jace bolshevism spreads in Palestine it
will quickly extend to other Arab peoples who
are free and democratic by nature, and who
possess little more than their swords and
emotions.

Will England, who should be the
greatest foe of bolshevism be pleased to see it
grow in Palestine and from il spread into Arab

lands ?

Observations on the Mandate.

When the Great War Was over the Alljes,
in conformity with Mr. Wilson’s  Fourteen
Articles, recognized the principle of self-determi-
nalion for smaller nations. An  American
Commission was sent out to the East .to learn
the whish of the people.  All declared in favour
of independence and national government. But
slatesmen saw diﬂ}-rvully and, in spit: of the
Fourteen Articles, created the novel principle of
Mandate. The nation, however, has not departed
from its original purpose, and protests most
strongly agains! the terms of the Mandate as they
appeared in «The Jwish Chronicles Though = we
reserve o ourselves the right of claiming the
arrying out of our demands as expressed to the
American Commission, we will here diseuss
certain essential aspects of this Mandat-,

1. The Mandute is based on Article 922
of the League of Nations which gives certain
rights to smaller peoples who are divided into
3 classes according totheir progress in ¢ vilization
and theip capacity for selt government. . Nations
of the first class can be sell-governing, the Man-
datory Power rendering only counsel and help;
while Mandates of the second class give the
Mandatory Power the right to ahire in the
internal administration of the nalion.

Palestinians do not know to what class
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Observations on the Mandate.

When the Great War was over the Allies,
in conformity with Mr. Wilson’s Fourteen
Articles, recognized the principle of self-determi-
nation for smaller nations. An American
Commission was senl out to the East .to learn
the whish of the people. All declared in favour
of independence and national government. But
statesmen saw differently and, in spit: of the
Fourteen Articles, created the novel principle of
Mandate, The nation, however, has not departed
from its original purpose, and protests most
strongly against the terms of the Mandate as they
appeared in «The Jwish Chronicle» Though - we
reserve lo ourselves the right of c¢laiming the
carrying oul of our demands as expressed to the
American Commission, we will here diseuss
certain essential aspects of this Mandat:,

1. The Mandate is based on Article 22
ot the League of Nations which gives certain
rights to smaller peoples who are divided into
3 classes according totheir progress incivilizalion
and their capacity for selt-government. Nations
of the first class can be sell-governing, the Man-
datory Power rendering only counsel and help;
while Mandates of the second class give the
Mandatory Power the right to share in the
internal administration ol the nation.

Paleslinians do not know o what class
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they belong. England bas kept us out of the first
class entirely, though she does not say so in plain
terms. The words of the Mandate do not menltion
the article of the League fromm which this
Mandatory power is derived. Plainness here
would have been more to the purpose

It can be shown, however, from the very
terms of the Mandale that we belong to the third
class. And here are the proofs : —

In article « 1 » we read that the Mandatory
Power has the right to exercise the power
inherent in the Government ot a Sovereign Stale,
We would ask what power ? and bow is the
exercise of this power compalible with self-
government ?

Again in arhicle «lI » It is staled that (he
Mandatory power sball have full powers to
provide for public ownership or control of any
of the natural resources of the country. Are
these powers, again we ask, in keeping with self-
government granted to nations of the first
category ? We have gone carefully through the

Mandate but can find in it no hope. There is

some encouragement for sell-government, but
how to harmonizs this with what is actually
taking place is the problem.

Further we find that the Mandate refers
to what is congenial to it in the League of

Nations, and leaves out entirely what s favour

able to the Arabs. But the article allows much
to depend on the wish of the nation. Has
Great Britain learnt our wishes ? She knows
them, but refuses to carry them through. We have
made these wishes known to the American
through

Has the

Commission and to Great Britain
various protesis aad Congresses,
Gvernment or the League of Nations removed
this conditions from the Article, or is it wvalid
for all countries excepting Palestine ?

Lord Curzon declared that the People of
Palestine would certainly reject the principle of
a National Home and all thal this involves.

Besides, the failure of the Government lo
declare the naturr of this Mandate must given
birth to endless troubles in the future with the
League ol Nations. Palestine should be treated
like Syria and Mesopotamia at least, lor she is
not below them in her capacity for sell-gover-
nment

France, by the mouth of M. Poincaré and
others has made plaine her position in Syria ,
She is to give counsel and advice. Is England
to be less liberal than France and usurp powers
in Palestine whizh her great Ally has s» gene-
rously left in the hands of the natives of Syria?

2. Again we do not see where the Jews come
in is the Mandate, and where the Government

derives her right of handing over to them Crow-
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nllands which are not her own. Nor can we see
why the Zionist Commission should be appointed
as the Government's advisory body on all eco-
nomic questions and public works. These ¢rown
lands are the property of the nation, and belong
to the tenants who fiom time immemorial have
lived on them and cultivated them. The Gove-
rnment, therelore, cannot give them over to
the Jews

Further, by what right did the Government
appoint the Zionist Commission 1o share with it
the execution ot public works to the exclusion
ot all other bodies ?

3. The Mandate is replete with the azsura-
nce that our civil and religions Rights would be
strictly observed. This is quite superfluous as
no government on Earth. however low its ideals,
dure interfere wilh religions tenels of a people.
Consequently the assurance grants nothing new.
The Tarks who are an Islamic Power never inte-
rfered in the religions e¢xercises of other commu-
nities .~ Nay more, they went to a great deal of
trouble and expense to saf:guard the due
exercise of these religions, and demanded no
recognition of gratitude from them, believing this
10 be her bounden duty as a Government

As to our civil righils these two mean nothing
more than that equality and justice will be given

us before the law. Obviously no privilege 1s
contained in this . On the other band the Jews
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have been granted a truz advantage nam:ly that
of becoming our rulers. We are to have equal
vights of justice with them before the Law, but
they are to have in addition to this the preference
in politics and in the economic lile of the cou-
ntry, of which the Mandate has seen fit 1o
deprive us .

4. Then again the country is called upon
to share in the up-keep of a large army lor which
there is not the slightest need, since all the
neighbouring states are Arab and friendly,
except to safrguard the principles of a National
Home, and to burden the country with a load of
debt under which it can never aspire to indepe-
ndence in the future.

The whole counlry awaited the coming of the
English wilth boundless joy, but as soon as these
arrived and their policy began to unfold itself
disappointment reigned everywhere,

Under the Turks we governed curselves
through our representative parliment, and the
only Turkish official in our midst was the Wali
or Mutasarrif who had his advisory native elec-
ted council to help him. In the majority of cases
¢ ven these oflicials were from amongst vurselves.
In the courts too all the judges and members
of the Bench were natives, and each one of us
could work up 1o the highest legal position,
There were schools for each branch of civil
activity, whose graduates were employed in their
several specific departments. Governors under-
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stood 'he language of 1he people they governed,
taxation was low. We had the right to criticise
the Government in the Press, al publie meelings

and from Pulpits .

Now all this has changed. We have no voice
or say in the government of the country, no
representative parlament. The Legal Secretary
With few under him are the source of our laws
and legal system, in spite of the fact that (he
treaty with Turkey

has not yet been signed and
the Maundat: not ratifiad. The highest posts are
given lo foreigners. The Legal S;--u:‘elelr‘v and the
Director of Commerce ape Jews. Fabulous
salaries are allowed to officials incompetent to
do the work, while com petent natives are granted
a mere piltance. I‘nnm'ess:n"\' posls are c¢reated
to give employment to officials, while others,
vital to the running ot the country, are suspe-
nded. The native Press is tied down to a narow
cirole, and for the mosi innocent expressions of
opinton fines are imposed, often tollowed by
imprisonment whils Zionists Carrvy on their daily
compaigns against lhe natlives with impunity.
Travelling in the country and out of it has been
80 hemmed in with difficulties and expence, and
the export irade has been so regulated that men
prefer to stop where they are and accumulais
their stocks of cereals rather than submic to
Unreasonable worries.
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For all the above reasons we sak in the
name of Justice and Right that : —

I'irst.  The principle of u National Home for
the Jews be abolished.

Second. A National Government be crealed
which shall be responsible to a parlia-
ment elected by the Palestinian people

who existed in Palestine before the War.

Third.” A stop be put to Jewich immigration

until such tiine as a National Gover

; nment is formed .,
‘g"i . Fourth. Laws and regulations before the War
3 be still carried out and all others
framed after the Baritish occupation
be annulled, and no new laws be

created until a National Government
comes into being .

Fifth- Palestine should not be separaled from
her sister stales,
For the Executive Committee
of the
Arab  Palestinian Congrese
Moussa Kazem El Asussaini

President
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